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1.ct not, 0 generous youth ! thy mind recoil 

At tranf1torx pa.in, or manly toil! 

Nor fondly linger in the painted vale, 

Nor crop the flowers, nor woo the fummer's galc' l 

•Hccdkls of plcafurc's voice, be thine the care 

Nobly to foF.er and fublimely dare, 

i..\ hile virtue waves on high her radiant prize4 

_A.nd each hard ftep but lifts thee to the ik.ies, 
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was in thefe dif pofitions Ivf r. Merton hap .. 
pened to enter, and was at once attacked 
by all the ladies upon the fubject of thi3 
improper connexion. He endeavoured, 
for a long time, to rernove their prejudices 
by reafon, but when he found that to be 
impoffible, he contented himfelf with tell­
ing his wife, that a little time would perhaps 
decide which were the mofl: proper compa­
nions for their fon ; and that tili Harry 
had done fomething to render himfelf un­
worthy of t}ieir notice, he never could con­
fent to the treating him \vith coldnefs or 
neglect. At this moment a female fervant 
burfl: into the room with all the wi1dnefs of 
affright, and cried out with a voice that was 
fc~rcely articulate, Oh ! madam, madam ! 
{ uch an accident-poor, dear mafier, Tom­
my ..... ,vhat· of him, for God's fake? 
cried out Mrs. Merton, with an impatience 
and concern that fufficiently marked her 
feelings. Nay, madam, anfwered the fer­
vant, he is not much hurt they fay; but 
little Sandford has taken him to a bull-

baiting., 
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baiting, and the bun has gored him, and 
,villiam and John are bringing hin1 hon1e 
in their arms. Thefe words were fcarcely 
delivered, when l\Irs. Merton uttered a. 
violent fhriek, and was initantly feized 1-vith 
an hyfleric fit. vVhile the ladies were a!I 
employed in ailifting her, and reftorin 6 her 
fenfes, Mro lVIerton, who, though 111ud1 

aL rmed, was more compofed, \.val kcC.: prc­
ci pitately out, to learn the truth of this ir--:­
perfect narration. He had ~ot proceeded 
far, before he rn.et the crowd of childrc:i 

and fervants, one of whorn carried To1nmy 
1ferton in his arms. As foon as he was 
convinced that his fon ha<l received no 
other damage than a violent fright, he be ... 

gan to inquire into the circumflances of the 
affair, bllt uefdre he had time to receive 
any infonnation, Mrs. :rvlerton, 'Who had 
recovered fro1n her fa.ipting, came running 
wildly from the houfe. \Vh n fhe faw that 
her fon was fafe, {he caught him in her 
arm.s, and began to utter a!l the 1ncohcren,t 

exprcffions of a mother's fo~Hl nefs. It was 

AJ with 
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with difficulty that her huiliand could pre-
vail upon her to moderate her tranfports ti.! 
they were \Vithjn. Then fhe gave a Joofc to . 

• her feelirgs in all their v:olence; and, for· 
a confiderab1e time, was rncapable of at­
tending to any thing but the joy o.f his 'mi­
raculous prefervation. At iengt h, 1.C 1~ -

ever, :fh~ becarre more cornpofrd, aed ob­
frrving that all the company were • refcnt, 
except Harry Sandford, {he c:xc1a1111cd~ 
\vith fudckn indignation, So, I fee that litrlt. 
abominable Y, retch has not had the i rnp1 ~ 
clc11ce to fol le w you in ; and I al~1 f-l wiih­
that the bull had gored him as he deferv('d,, 
vVhat little wretch, rnarnma, faid Tomn1y, 
do you mean? vVhom can I rneanJ cr~:::d, 
Mrs. Merton, but that vile H~ury s~1r.ciford, 
that your father i, fo fond of, anJ who had 
nearly cofl: you your life, by kc1di!1g you in­
to this danger? He ! rnarr:rnn, faid Torn-­
my, he lead me into danger! Iie did all he­
could to pcrfuadc me not to go; a d I was 
a very naughty be y indeed, not to take his 
advice.. l\1rs. 11erton Hood amazed at this 
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information ; for her prejudices had operated 

fo powerfully upon her mind, that {he had 

implicitly believed the guilt of Harry upo11 

the imperfect evidence of the maid. \Vho 

was it then, faid i,1r. I\1erton, could be fo 

imprudent? Indeed, papa, anfwered To1n­

n1y, we were all to blame, ail but I-Iarry, 

· who advifed and begged us not to go, and 

particularly 1ne, becaufe he faid it would 

give you fo much uneafinefs ,vhcn you 

knc\v it, and that it was fo dangerous a di­

vcrfion. :W1rs. Merton looked con fu fed at 

her tniftake, but I\lrs. Compton obferved 

that :ihe f u ppofed Harry was afraid of the 

danger, and therefore had wifely kept out 
• 

of the way. Oh 1 no, indeed, madam, an-

fv;ered one of the little boys ; Harry is no 

co\vard, though we thought him fo at firfii, 

when he let 1naHer Tommy fl:rike him; but 

he fought maftcr l\tlafh in the bra·vefl- man­

ner I ever fa w, and though maCT:er .i\1afh 

fought very wcl 1> yet !-Ia rry had the adv an­

tage; and I faw hi1n follo\v us at a !ittle 

ddlance, and klcp his eye uron mafter , 

A ..1. 
~ 
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J\.1erton all the time, till the bull brok€ 
1oofe;. and then I was fo frighten~d that I do 
not know what became of hirn. So, this is 
the little boy, fa1d .Nr r. MertorJ, that you 
were for driving from the focicty of your 
children! But let us hear more of the fiory., 
for as yet I know neither the particulars of 
his danger nor his efcape. Upon this, one of 
the fervants, ·~vho from fome 1it.t1e d1fl-ance 
had feen the whole affair, ,vas called in and 
exan1ined. He gave them an exact account 
cf all ; of Tommy's misf9rtune; of llar­
ry's bravery; of the unexpec1cd fuccour of 
the poor black; and filled the \\ hole room 
with admiration that fuch a11 a(:tion, fo no­
ble, fo intrepid, fo fortunate, i11ould have 
been achieved by fuch a child. 

Mrs. iv1erton was novv filent wich iliame 
at rdkc1ing Ui)DB her own unjuft pre3u­
dices, and the eafe with which fiic 113d be­
come the enemy c1f a bqy v;ho h d favcd 
th.e life of her dc~rling fon ; and who ap ... 
peared as much fuperior in charac1er to all 
the young gentlen1en at her houfc, as they 

C}.Ccec.kd 
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exceeded hin1 in rank and fortune. The 

young ladies now forgot thtir former objec­

tions to hi~ perfon and 1nanners; and fuch is 

the effect of genu111e virtue, all the com- .. 

pany confpircd to extol the conduce of 

Harry to the :fkies. Eut Mr. Merton, who 

had appeared more delighted thaa all the 

reft with the relat10n of Harry's intrepidi- . 

ty, now caft his eyes around the room, and 

feemcd to be looking for his little friend • 

.But when he could not find him, he faid., 

with fomc concern, vVhere can be our lit­
tle deliverer? Sure he can have met with no 

accirlent, that he has not returned v.:ith the 

refl ! No, faid one of the fer van ts; as to that, 

Harry Sandford is fafe enough, for I fa\V 

him go tovrnrds his own home in company 

with the black.. Alas ! anfwered ~Jr. Nler­

ton, furely he rrvft have r eceived fome vn­

worthy treatment, that could make hi n1 thus 

ab r uptly defert us all. And now I recol­

lecc: that I heard one of the young gentle­

men mention a blow that :Harr.y had re-· 

ceived; furely, Tommya you could not 

A 5 have 
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have been fo bafcly ungrateful as to firikt! 
the Deft and noblefl of} our friends ! Tom-L 
my, at this, hung down hi:s head; his face 
,vas covered with a burning blu!h, and the 
tears began filently to trickle do\vn his 
cheeks. l\'1rs. I\1erton remarked the an­
guifh a'"'d confuflon of her child, and, 
catching hHn in her arms, ,va~ going to, 
clafp him to her boh;n1 with the moft en-: 
dean.1g exprdf:ons ; but l\1r. iv:erton, haf-­
tiJy int 1·rrupting her, faid, It is not now a . 

. · time to give way to fondnefs for a child, 
that, l fear, has act-ed the bafefi and vilefr 
part tnat can di{grace an I-1un1an being; 
and who, if \\·hat I fufpec1 is true, can be 
only a difhonour to his parents. · At this 
Torn1ny could· no I·onger co,1tain hi1nfe1t: 
but burCT- out into fu('h a violent. tranf port 
of crying, that 11rs. l\tierton, who feen1ed 
to feel the feverity of Mr. Ivkrtor.'s con:.. 
duct wjrh flill more po;gnancy than her fern, 
caught her darling up in her ,trms, and car­
ried him abruptly out of the room, accon1-
panied by rnoft of the l_adics, w:,o pitied 

1 ommy's 
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Tommy's abafement, and agreed that there 

was no crime he could have been guilty of 

which was not amply atoned for by fuch a 

charming fenfibility. 

But i1r. Merton, who now· felt all the 

painful intereft of a tender fa.ther, and con­

fidered this as the critical moment which 

was to give his fon the imprcffion of worth, 

or bafencfs for life, \.Vas determined to cxa- -

mine the affair to the utn10H. He there­

fore took the fir CT: opportunity of drawing· 

the lnde boy afide who ha<l mentioned 

mafier l\1crton's firikjng Barry, and quef­

tioncd him upon the fubject. But he, who 

had no particular interefl in difguif.ing the. 

truth, related the circu1nftances nearly as 

_they had happened; and, though he a little 

foftened matters in . Torn111y's favour, yet., 

without intending it, he held. up fuch a ­

I?ifturc of his violence and inj ufl:ice as 

1,vounded his father to the fcul. \Vhile !vlr. -

l\1erton was occupied by_ thefe uneafy feel­

ings, he was agreeably furprifed by a vifit 

from ttTr, Ba.rlorYJ who c,,rne accident:"'lly to. 

6 re" .,;,. . .... . .. 
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fee him, with a perfec1 ignorance of ail the 
great events which had fo recently hap­
pened. lvlr. !vierton received this worthy 
rnan with the fincerefi cordiality; but there 
,vas f uch a gloofl?. diffufed over all his man­
ners, that Mr. Barlow began to f ufpecl: that 
all was not right with Tommy, and t~ere­
fore purpofely inquired after him, to give 
his father an opporti1nity of fpeaking. This 
J\1r. Menon did not fail to do; and taking 
1vir. Barlow affedionately by the hand, he_ 
:laid, Oh! rny dear fir, I begin to fear that 
:;.).ll my l1opes are at an end in that boy, and 
all your kind endeavours thrown away. He 
'has juft behaved in fuch a manner as {hews 
11i1n to be radical!y corrl'pted, and infcnfi­
ble of every principle but pride. I-Ie rhen 
:.related to Mr. Barlow every incident of 
Tommy's behaviour, making die fevereft 
refleuions upon his infolence and ingrati­
tude, and olaming his own fupincnefs, that 
had not earlier checked thefe boiflerous paf­
:fions, that now burft forth with fuch a degree 
Qf fury_, and threatened ruin to his hope3. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, anfwered Mr. Barlow, I am very 

forry to hear this account of my !tttle friend 1 

yet I do not fee it quite in fo ferious a 

light as yourfelf: and, though I cannot de­

ny the dangers that may arife from a cha­

racter fo f ufceptiblc of falfe inipreffions, and 

fo violent at the fame tin1e, yet I do not 

think the corruption either fo great, or fo 

general, as you fee in to fuf pect. Do we 

not fee, even in the moft trifling habits: 

of body or fpeech, that a long and continual 

attention is required, if we would wifh 

to change them; and yet our perfcverance jg 

in the end generally fuccefsful? \Vhy then 

fhould we imagine that thofe of the n1ind 

are lefa obftinate, or f u bjec.1 to different 

laws? Or, why fbould we raihly abandon 

ourfel ves to def pair, from the fin1: experi­

ments that do not f ucceed according to our 

wiihes? Indeed, anf1v\'ered Iv1r. Nlerton., 

what you fay is perfeclly confiftent with the­

general benevolence of your character, and 

moft confolatory to the tendcrnefs of a fa­

ther. Yet, I know too ,welt the general­

weaknefs of parents in ref peel: to the faults 
Qf 
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of their children, not to be upon my guard" 
aga1nft the delufion::i of my o ~\ n mind. And: 
when I coniider the abrupt tranfition of my 
fon into every thing tnat i:s mofi inco11fifl:_ 
ent \Vith goodncfs; how lightly, how in­
fiantaneouf1y he fee Tls to have forgotten. 
every thing he had leained ·v, 1rh you, I can­
not help forming r'.1 e t 10,t Ii ainful and me­
lancholy prefages )f chc ··d u re. Al as ! fir, 
anf\, ered l\1r. Barlow, whar 1:.-. tne general. 
malady of human 11c rure hut this very infi-a­
bility which no\·✓ appears in your ton ? Do. 
you imJgine that half the vices ot men 
anfe from real deprav1ty of heart? On rhe 
contrary, I atn convinced that human nattire 
is in[m1tcly more weak than w-icke•1; and 
that the grearer pa:-t of alr bad conduc1. 
fprings rather from want of firmnefs than, 
frorn any fettled propenfiry to evil. Indeed, 
repl~ed lvir. >.1erton, what you f J y i · high Iy 
rea:onablc; nor did I e\·er exped that a ·boy, 
fo long indulged and fpoiled {houl<l be ex-­
empt -fron1 failings. But \\ hat.particularly, 
hurts me is, to fee him proceed to fuch dif .. 

agreeable-
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Jgreeable ext rt mitics without any adequate 

temptation; extremities that I · fear 1 mply a. 

defecl: of gooJnefs and gencrofity, v1 re ues 

,·vhich I ahvay:; thougt1t he baci poffeffe0 in: 

a very great degree. ' Neither, anfwered­

:tvl r. Barlow, am I at al 1 con ,·inced that, 

your fon is deficit·nt in either But you are 

to confider the prevalence of example, and 

the circle to which you have lately intro­

duced him. If it is fo d1fficu1t even for 

perfons of a n1ore n--1ature age and experi­

ence to reG.i1 the impreilions of thofe with 

,vhon1 they conftantly a{iociate, how ca11 

you expect it from your fon? To be armed 

againCT: the .. prejudices of the world, and to 

diihngu i{h real n1crit fro in the fplendid 

vices which pafs current in '\\·hat is called 

fociety, is one of the mo 11: difficult of hu­

man fcicnces. !'-:or do I know a fingle cha­

r~dcr, ho\vcver excellent, that \\ould not 

candidly conftfs he has often n1ade a wrong 

election, and paid that ho111age to a bril­

liant outfide which is only due to real merit.. 

··f ou .t::omfort n1e very nn1ch, faid rvtr~ 
11er--
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Merton; but f11ch ungovernable paffions ! 
fuch violence and imperuofity !-Are in­
deed very form1dabl~., rcpiied 11r. Barlow; 
yet, when rhty are properly directed, fre­
quently prodi,ce tl"'e noblefl effeds; and 
hiflory, as ,vell as pn vate obfervarion, may 

.. inform us, that, if thry fometirnes lead 
their poff~ffor aftray, they are equally ca­
pable of bringing him back to the right 
path, provided they arc properly aded · 
upon. You have, I doubt not, read the 
ftory of Polemo, who, from a debauched 
y<'ung man, became a ce1ebr; red philofo­
f-1-.er, and a model of virr-uc, only by at­
tending a fingle moral lecture. Indeed, 
fa1d Ivlr. Ivierton, I am a{hameJ to confcfa 
"hat the various employment5 and amufe-
1ncnts in whrch 1 have pafTcd the grc'1te=-­
part of 1ny life, have not affo Jed me as 
much kifure for reading as I cc,uJd \\·ifh. 
You will therefore oblige me very r.1uch by 
:repeating the ftory you allude to. 
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'!"'he Story of PoLE1:10 .. 

PoLE~10, faid Mr. Barlow, was a young 
1nan of Athens., fo dif1inguif11ed by his ex­

ceffes, th~t he was th-= a verfion of all the 
difcreeter part of the city. He led a life 

of continual intempera9ce and diffipation. 
His days were given up to feafting and 

amufernents., his nights to riot and intoxi­

cation. I-Ie was confianrly fu.nounckd by 
a fet of loofe young. men., who imir1teG and 

encouraged his vices ; ai1d when they had 

total} y dro\vned the 1 it tle rc,1Jon· they l--',Jfrdt, 

in copious draughts of '" ine, they we re ac.q 
cufion1ed to (ally out, a-,d prac'"tife every 

fpecics of abford and licentious Frolic. One 
1norning they \Vere thus wandering aboutJ) 

after havinp; fv.::1t t!1e night as ufual, \•\lht:n 

they behclci a gre~t concourfe of people that 

were lifl:ening to the ddcourfr., or a cele­

brated philoiopher narn ·d Xenocrates The 

greater p:!rt of the ~.r oung men, who fiill re ... 

t ained fome fenfe of [ha1ne> were fu firuck 
' . 1-.. Wlt.:i;. 



TH.E h!STOR.Y OF 

v;ith this fpectacle, thrtt they turned out of 
the way; but Polemo, who \V~,s. ,nore daring, 
and abandoned than the refl, preffed for­
ward into the minfi of the auclience. 1-Iis 
figure \ 'as too reniarkahle not to attract 
univerfal notice; for his head was crowned 
·wid1 flowers, l"i.s robe h 'ng negligently 
about him_, and hi s ,vhole bedy Y, JS reek­
ing \Vtt:h perfumes ; b:..'fidcs, hi,:j loo:- and 
rnanr.ers were f uch as very lii:tle qualified· 
hi:n for fuch a company. 11any of the 
;1udience were fa difpleafed at this interrup­
tion, that they were ready to treat the young 
man with great feverity; but the venerable 
philofoph.:r prevailed upon thern not to. 
moleft the intruder, and calmly continued 
his difcourfe, vvhich happened to be upo11. 
the dignity and advantage of temperanceo 
As he proceeded, he dcfcanted upon this 
fubjcc1: with fo much force and eloquence> 
that· the young man became more compofed· 
and attentive, as it were, in fpite qf hirnfeI f • 
.Prefcntly, as the fage grew frill more ani­
~:1atcJ in his rcprefcn.tation of the i11amef ul .. 

fl2very 



i1a very which attends the giving way to our 

paffioas, and the fublimc happinefs of re-

,ducing thcrn all to order, the countenance 

of Polemo began to change, anr1 the ex­

prefflon of it to be foftened. lie caft his 

eyes in mournful [,Jenee upon the ground, 

as if in deep repentance for his own con­

tcmpt1 ble conduct. Still the philofopher, 

lnc1 cafcd in vehemence ; he fcemcd to be· 

animated ,:vith the facrcd genius of the art 

w 11ic n he profcfi, and to ex ere ife an irre­

:fiftibl e pow·-:>r over the minds of his hearers .. 

lle drew tl e poi::rrait of an ingenious and. 

modefi young man, that had been bred up 

to virtuous toils and manly hardinefs. He 

painted hi1n triumphant over all his paf­

fions, and, tra·mpling upon hun1an fears and 

\: eaknefs. Should his country be invaded» · 

you fee him fly to its defence, and ready 

t-o pour forth all his blood. Caln1 and com­

pofed he appears \Yith a terrible beauty in. 

the front of danger, the ornament and bul ... 

wark of his country. The thickef1: fqua­

drons are penetrated by his rcfifllefs vaL 11r) 

p_,Jl d. 
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-1nd he points the paths of victory to his 
~dmiring foll oiivers. Should he fall in bat­
tle, how glorious is his lot ! to be cut off 
:in the honourable difcharge of his duty, to 
be wept by all the brave and virtuo'..ls, and 
to furyive ~n the eternal rer_:ords of fame! 
-Vvhile Xenocrates was thus difcourfing, 
Po1emo fecmed to b~ tranfported ,rith a fa_ 
cred cnthufiafrn; his eyes flafhed fire, his 
countenance gloi.ved ,,;rith martjal indigna­
tion, and the whole expreffion of his pcr­
fon was changed. Pr~fently.) the philofo­
:)her, who had rcrnarked the effec1s of his 
difcourfe, painted, in no lefs glowing co .. 
lours, the life and 1nanners of an effemi­
nate young man. Unhappy youth, faid 
be, what words fhall I n nd ·equal to thy 
abafemrnt? Thou art the reproach of thy 
parents, the difgrace of thy country, the 
fcorn or pity uf eycry generous n1ind. 
How is nature di<honourcd in thy perfon, 
and all her choireCT: gifts abortive r That 
frrength ·\vhich would ha\'e rendtred thee 
r.be glory of thy city .. and the terror of her 

fOCf.,; 
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foes, is bafely thrown a way on luxury and 
inte1nperance; thy youth and beauty are 
wafted in riot, and prematurely blafted by 
difeafe. Inflead of the eye of fire, the port 
of intrepidity, the ftep of 1nodeft firmnefs, 
a fqualid palenefs fits upon thy face, a 
bloated corpulency enfeebles thy limbs, and 
prefents a picture of hun1an nature in its 
moft abject ftate. But hark! the trumpet 

. founds ; a fa vage band of unrelenting ene­
mies have furrounded the city, and are 
prepared to fcatter flames and ruin through 
the whole! The virtuous youth that have 
been educated to nobler cares, arm with 
generous ernu lation, and fly to its defence. 
How lovely ..do they appear, drdl: in re­
f plendent arms, ~nd moving :flowly on in a 
clofe, impenetrable phalanx ! They are 
animated by every motive which can give 
energy to an human breaft, and lift it to the 
f ublimeft achievements. Their hoary fires., 
their venerable magiftrates, the beauteous 
forms of trembling virgins, attend them to 

the war, with prayers and acclamations.; 
Go forth, ye generous bands, fecure to meet 

the 
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the rewards of victory, or the rcpofc of ho.., 
nourable death! Go forth, ye generous 
bands, but unaccompanied by the wretch I 
have dcfcri bed. His feeble arm refu [es to 
bear the ponderous :fhield; the pointed f pear 
finks feebly from his grafp ; he tre1nbles at 
the-noife and tumult of the war, and flies 
like (he hunted hart to lurk in {hades and 
darknefa. Behold him roufed from his mid­
night orgies, reeking with wine and odours, 
~nd cro, 1 ned ·~vith flowers, the only trophies 
of his warfare; he hurries with trembling 
fieps acrofs the city; h1:, voice, his gait, his 
v:hole deprrtn1cn t procla l m the a hj etl: f1a ve 
of intempennce, and fi1mp indcliole in­
fan1y upon his name. \Vhil• Xenocrates 
was thus difcour:fing, Polemo lifiencd with 
fixed attention: the forrner an-imar-ion of his 
countenance gave way to a vifible dejection; 
prefently his lips tren1bled and his cheeks 
grew pale; he ,vas loft in melanchoJ y re­
colle-2icn, and a fi.lent tear was obferved to 
trickle do, n. But when the philofopher 
defcribed a character fo like his own, ibame 
fee med to take entire po:ffeffion of his foul, 

and 
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.and roufing, as fro.in a long and painful 

.lethargy, he foftly raifed his hands to his 

head, and tore away the chaplets of flow ... 

ers, the monuments of his effeminacy and 

difgrace: .he feemed intent to compofe his 

drefs into a more decent form, and \Vrap .. 

ped his robe about him, that before hung 

loofely waving with an air of ftudied efle-

111inacy. But \1, hen Xenocratcs h2d finifhed 

his difcourfe, Polemo approached h1n1 with 

all the humiltty of confcio .. 1s gudt, and 

begged to become his difci_ple; telling hi1n 

that he had that day gained the 1noft glori­

ous conqueft that had ever been achieved 

J5y reafon and philofophy, by inf piring with 

the love of virtue a mind that had been 

hitherto plunged in fol!y and fenfuality. 

Xenocrates embraced the young man, en­

coura_ged him in f uch a laudJble defign., 

and admitted him among his difc1 ples. 

Nor had he ever reafon to repent of his fa­

cility; for Polemo fro1n that hour abandon­

ed all his former companions and vices, and 

. by his uncommon ardour for improvement, 
very 
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very foon becan1e as celebrated for virtue 
and wifdom as he had before been for every 
contrary quality. 

Thus, added Mr. Barlow, you fee how 
little reafon there is to defpair of youth., 
even in the n1oft difadvantageous circum­
ftances. It has b~en jufliy obferved, that 
few know all they arc capable of; the feeds 
of different qualities frequc,Hly lie cone eal­
ed in the character, and only wait for an 
-opportunity of exc rting themfeI ves ; and it 
is the great bufinefs of edacation to apply 
fuch motives to the imagination as may fti- · 
mulate it to lauda, le exertions. For thus 
the fame activity of mind, the fame impe­
tuofity of temper., which, by being im­
properly a~ plied, would only form a wild., 
ungovernable haract:er, may produce the 
fteadieft v1rtue, and prove a bleffing both 
to the individual and his country. 

I am .infin1te1 y obliged to you for this 
flory, fa1d Mr. Merton; and as my fon will • 
certainly fi11d a Xenocrates in you, I wiili 
that you may have reafon to think him in 

fcme 
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fo1ne degree a Polemo. But, fince you are 
fo kind as to prefent me thefe agreeable 
hopes, do net leave the \Vork unfiniihed, 
but tell me what you think the beft method 
of treating him in his prefent critical fitua­
tion. That, faid Mr. Barlow, muft de­
pend, I think, upon the workings of his 
own mind. I-le has alwa-ys -appeared to me 
generous and humane, and to have a fund 
of natural goodnefs amid all the faults 
which fpring up too luxuriantly in his cha­
-rafrer. It is imoofiible that he fhould not · .. 
be at prtfent poffeffl'-d with the kecnert 
:ihame for his own behaviour. It \vill be 
your firfr part to take ad vantage of thcfe 
fentiments., and, inf1cad of a fleeting and 
tranfitory fenfation, to ch::inge them into 
fixed and adivc pri!1ciples. Do not at 
prefent fay much to him upon the fubjecr. 
Let us both be attentive to the filcnt work­
ings of his mind, and ·regulate our bcha.­
viour accordingly. 

Thts convcrfation being finifl1cd, !\'Ir. 
I 

VOL. i11. P, !vler-
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lderton introduced 1lr. Barlow to the com­
p:rny in the other room. :t\1rs. !\1erton, 
who now began to be a little Haggered in 
forne of the opinions {he had been n1oil 
fond of, received him with uncommon ci­
vility, and all the reil. of the compJny treat­
ed him \Vith the greatcfl: refpecl. But Tom­
n1y, who had lately been the oracle and the 
admiration of all this brilliant circle, ap­
peared to have loft all his vivacity. He in­
deed advanced to meet !\1r. Barlow with a 
look of tenderncfs and gratitude, and made 
the rnoft refpel'"tful anf\rers to all his inqui­
ries; but his eyes were involuntarily turned 
to the ground, and filent melancholy and 
dejection were vifibJ.e in his face. 1\1r. Bar­
low remarked, ·with the greattft pleafurc, 
thefe figns of humility and contrition, and 
pointed them. out to !--Jr. .l\'krton the firfl: 
time he had an opportunity of fpeaking to 
him without being overheard; adding, that, 
unlefs he was much deceived, Tommy \'i'ould 
foon give ample proofs of the natural good­
nefs of his characl:er, and reconcile hin1felf 
to all his friends. !\,1r. Merton heard this 

oh-
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·0bfervation with the greatefl p1eafure, ~nd 

now began to entettain fotne hopes of fee­
ing it accomplifhed. 

After the dinner was o\·er, n1oft of the 

young gentlemen went a\Yay to their re­

f pecci ve homes. Tommy fcen1ed to ha vc 

loft much of the enthufiafm which he had 

lately felt for his polite and accomplifhed 

friends; he even appeared to feel a fccret 

joy at their departure, and anf wered \rith a 

vifible coldnefs all their profcffions of regard 

and repeated invitations. Even 1'•1rs. 

Compton herfelf and I\1ifs 11atilda, who 

,vere alfo departing, found him as infenfiblc 

as the refl- ; though they did not (pare the 

moft extravagant praifes and the warn1c ft 
profeffions of regard. 

And now the ceremonies of taking leave 

being over, and n1oft of the vifitors de­

parted> a fudden folitudc fecnled to have 

taken poifcffion of the houfe which was 

lately t~e feat of noife, and bufllc, and fcf_ 
tivity. I\'1r. and 11rs~ ~fcrton and I\ir. 

Barlo,v ,rere rcn alone with ;vJif3 S1n1mo1n 
B 2 and 
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and Tommy, and one or two others of the 
fmaller gentry who had not yet returned to 
their friends. As Mr. Barlow was not fond 
of cards, I\1r. Merton propofed, after the 
tea-table was removed, that Mifs Simmons, 
who was famous for reading well, ihouh:i 
entertain the company with fome little tale 
or hifiory, adapted to the comprehenfion 
even of the youngeft. Mifs Simmons ex­
cufed herfelf with the greatefl modefl-y, but 
upon Mrs. Merton's joining in the requdt, 
ihe infl-antly complied, and fetching down 
a book, read the following ftory of 

So P H R o N and T 1 c R A N E s. 

SoPHRON and Tigranes were the chil­
dren of two neighbouring ihepherds that 
fed their flocks in that part of Afia which 
borders upon mount Lebanon. They \vere 
accufiomed to each other from their earlicfi: 
infancy, and the continual habit of con­
verfing at length produced a tender and in­
timate friendQ1ip. Sophron was the larger 

and 
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and more robuft of the two; his look ~ras 

firm, but n1odefl, his countenance placid, 

and his eyes were fuch as infpin J confi­

dence and attachment. He exc l:i:c:d 1nof.. 

of the youth of the neighbourhoe,d in every 

f pecies of violcn t e xercife, f ucb as 'W fefi Ii ng., 

boxing, and whirling heavy y,·cights; but: 

his triumphs were confiantly mixed ·with fo 

much humanity and cour tefy, that even 

thofe who found theinfelves vanqu1fhed 

could feel no envy towards their co.1queror. 

On the contrary, Tigranes was of a cha­

racter ~otally different. IIis body was Iefs 

firong than that of Sophron, but excellent­

ly proportioned, and adapted to every fpe­

cies of fatigue. I-Iis countenance was full 

of fire, but dif plea fed by an excefs of con­

fidence; and his eye~ fparkled with fenfe 

and meaning, but bore too great an ex­

preffion of uncontrolled fiercenefs. Nor 

were thefe two youths lefs different in the 

application of their faculties than in the na­

ture of them; for Tigranes fecmed to be 

poffdfed by ~ refllefs fpirit of con1manding 

B 3 all 
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J 11 his equals, \\' hile Sophron, con te11teLl 
wjrh the cnjoyrnent of tranquillity, defirLJ 
~1othing more than to a void oppreffion. 

StiH as they ailiflcd their parents in lcaJ­
jng every 1norning thei: flocks to paflurc, 
r~ey entertained each other\\ ith rural fports., 
or, laid under the ibade of arching rocks, · 
during the heat of the day, convcrfcd 
,rith all the eafe of childifh friend.fhip. 
Their obfervations v;;ere not many; they 
were chiefly drawn from the objects of na­
tL.:re \\ hich furroundcd them, or from the 
fimpk modes of life to which they had 
been witnefs; but even here the divu·firy 
of their chara,.:1ers v,·as fu fficien t I y exp reff­
ed. See, faid Tigrancs- one day, as he earl 
his eyes upwards to the cliffs of a neigh­
bourjng rock, th:1t e;igle which rifcs into 
the immcnfc regions of air, till he abfo .. 
lutely foars beyond the reach of fight; 
,-rere I a bird, I Ihould choofc to refcrnblc 
him, that I might traverfe the clouds with 
the rapidity of a whirlwind, and dart like 
lightning upon my prey. That eagle, ~n-

fwcred 
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f\rered Sophron, is the en1blen1 of violence 

and inju tlicc; he is the enemy of every 

b i rd and even of every beaft that is weaker 

than himfrlf: were. I to choo[e, I fhould 

p ~·cfcr the I ifc of yonder f wan., that moves 

fo fmoothly and inoffenfively along the 

river ; he is firong enough to defend him­

fd t" from injury, without oppreffing others; 

~:.--1, th::-rcfore, he is neither feared nor in­

fultcd by other animals. \Vhile he was yet 

fpeaking, the eagle, who had been hover­

ing in the air, darted fuddenly down at 

fom e di!l:ance, and feizing a lamb, was 

b,2ar ing it away in his cruel talons ; when, 

~1,1mofl: in the fame inflant, the :fhepherd, 

who h~d been watching all his notions from 

a neighbouring hill, let fly an arrow fron1 

his bow, with fo unerring a-n aim, that it 

pierced the body of the bird, and brought 

him headlong to the ground, writhing in 

the agonies of death. This, faid SophronJ 

I have often heard is the fate of ambitious 

people ; while they are endeavouring to 

n1ount beyond their fellows, they are flop .. 

B 4 ped 
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ped by fome unforefeen 'misfortune. For­
my part, faid Tigranes, I had rather peri!h 
jn the middle of the fky, than enjoy an ag~ 
of life, bafely chained down and grovel­
ling upon the furface of the earth. ,vhat 
we either may enjoy, anfwered Sophron, is 
in the hand of he~ven; but may I rather 
creep during life, than mount to commit 
injuflice and opprefs the innocent! 

In thi3 1nanner paffed the early years of 
the two friends. As they grew up to man­
hood, the d1fference of their tempers became 
more vifihle, and gradually alienated them 
from each other. Tigranes began to de­
fpife the uniform labours of a ihepherd, 
and the humble occupations of the country. 
His fheep were neglected, and frequently 
,randercd over the plains, without a leader 
to guard them in the day, or bring thcn1 
back at night. The you1Jg n1an was in the 
mean time employed jn climbing rocks, or 
tra verfing the foreft, to fcek for eagles' nefb, 
or pierce with his arrows the dificrcnt wild 
animals \.vhich inhabit the ' woods. If he 

heard 
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heard the horn of the hunter, or the cry of 

hounds, it was impoffible to refirain his 

eagernefs. He regarded neither the fum­

mer's fun nor the winter's frofl: while he was 

purfning his game. The thickeft woods, 

the fteepeft rnountains, the deepeft rivers, 

were unable to fiop hirn ~n his career. He 

triumphed over every danger and difficulty 

with fuch an invincible courage as made 

him at once an object of terror and admi­

ration to all the youth in the neighbour­

hood. His friend Sophron alone beheld 

his exploits neither rith terror nor admira .. 

tion. Of all his comrades Sophron was 

the only one whom Tigranes ftill continued 

t_o refpeft; for he knew that, with a gentle­

nefs of ten1per ,vhich fcarccly any thing 

could exafpcrate, he poffe:ffed the finneft 

courage, and a degree of bodily firength 

which rendered that courage invincible. 

He affected, indeed, to def pife the virtu-. 

ous moderation of his friend, and ridiculed 

it with fome of his loofer comrades as ,an 

abject pufillanimity ; but he felt hin1fr\ f 

B 5 hum-
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humbled whenever he was in his compan~y 
as before a f uperior being, and therefore 
gradually efiranged himfelf from his fociety. 

Sophron, on the contrary, entertained the 
fincerefi regard for his friend, but he knew 
his defec1s, and trembled for the confe­
quences \Vhich the violence and ambition. 
of his character might one day produce. 
Whenever Tigranes abandoned his flocks, 
or left his rufiic tafks undone, S-ophron had 
the goodnefs to fupply whatever he had 
orr1itted. Such was the vigour of his con­
ftitution, that he ,ras indefatigable in every 
labour; nor did he ever exert his force more 
willingly than in performing thefe volun­
tary duties to his ab fen t friend. Whenever 
he 1nct with Tigranes, he accofied him jn 
the gentleft rnanner, and endeavoured to 
win him back to his former habits and 1nan­
ners. 1-Ie reprcfrnted to him the injury he 
did hi~ parents, and the difquiet.ude he oc­
cafioned in their minds, by thus abandon­
ing the duties of his profeffion. He fome­
timcs, but wit½ the greaten mi-Id nefs., hint-

ed 
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ed at the coldnefs with which Tigranes 

treated him ; and reminded his friend of the 

pleafing intercourfe of their childhood. But 

all his re1nonftrances were vain; Tigranes 

heard him at firft \Yith coolnefs, then with . 

impatience or contempt, and, at laft, a .... 

voided hin1 .altogether. 

Sophron had a lamb which he had for­

n1erly fa ved from the devouring ja \\ s of a 

wolf, who had already bitten him in fevcral 

places and deftroyed his dam. The ten­

dern~fs with which this benevolent young 

man had nurfcd and fed him during his in­

fansy had fo attached him to his mafter, 

that he fee1ned to prefer his fociety to that 

of his O\Vn fpecies. \Vherever Sophron . 

,rent, the faithful lamb accompanied him 

]ike his dogs, lay do\.rn befide him when , 

he repofed, and follo,red clofe behind when 1 

he drove the rcfl: of the flock to paflure. 

Sophron ,vas equaliy attached to his dumb · 

companion ; he often diverted hirnfelf with 

his innocent . gambols, fed him \-Vith the 

c.hoiccft herbs out of his hands, and when . 
J3 .6 he. 

,, 
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he flept at night, the.Jamb was fure to repofe 
be.fide him. 

It happened about this time, that Ti­
granes, as he was one day exploring the 
woods, difcovered the den of a :fhe-wolf, 
in which fhe had left her young ones while 
fue went out to fearch for prey. By a ca­
price that was natural to his temper, he 
chafe out the largeft of the \.Vhe1ps, carried 
it home to his houfe, and brought it up as 
if it had been an ufeful or harmlefs animal. 
ltVhile ic was yet but young, it was incapa­
ble of doing rnifchief; but, as it increafed 
jn age and fhength, it began to ihow figns 
of a bloody and untameable difpofition, and 
made a.11 the neighbouring ihepherds trem­
ble for the fafety of their flocks. But, as 
the courage and fiercenefs of Tigranes had 
now rendered him formidable to all his af­
fociates, and the violence of his temper made 
him impatient of all oppofition, they did not 
fpeak to him upon the fubjecr; and as to 
his own parents, he had long learned to treat 
them with indifference or contempt. So-

phro.n 
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phron alone., who was not to be awed by 

fear, obferving the juft apprehenfions of the 

neighbourhood, undertook the tafk of ex­

pofiulating with his friend, and endeavoured 

to prevail upon him to part with a beafi fo 

jufily odious, and which might in the end 

prove fatal whenever his. natural rage {hould 

break out into open acts of ilaughter. Ti­

granes heard him with a fneer of derifion, 

and only anfwered, that, if a parcel of mife­

rable 1·ufiics diverted themfelves with keep­

ing !heep, he, who had a more elevated 

foul, might furely entertain a nobler animal 

for his diverfion. But, !hould that nobler 

anin1al prove a public mifchief, coolly re­

plied Sophron, you muft expect that he 

will be treated as a public enemy. Woe be to 

the man, anfwered Tigranes, brandifhing 

his javelin and fiernly frowning, that iliall 

dare to meddle with any thing that belongs 

to m e ! Saying this, he turned his back 

upon Sophron, and left him with difdain. 

It was not long before the very event 

took place which had been fo long forefeen . 
T he 
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The \Volf of Tigranes, either impelled by 
the accidental tafle of blood, or by the na­
tural fiercenefs of his own temper, fell one 
day upon the fheep with fuch an unexpecr­
ed degree of fury, that he flaughtered thirty 
of them before it was poilible to prevent 
him. Sophron happened at that tirne to be 
within view ; he ran with amazing fwiftnefs 
to the place, and found the favage bathed 
in blood, tearing the carcafe of a lamb 
which he had ju fl: Dain. At the approach 
of the daring you~h the wolf began to utter 
a difmal cry, and quitting his prey, fee med 
to prepare himfelf for a !laughter of ano­
ther kind. Sophron-was entirely unarmed, 
and the fize and fury of the beaft which 
xufhed forward to attack him might well · 
have excufed him had he declined the com­
bat. But he, confulting only his native 
courage, wrapped his iliepherd's c.loak 
around his left arm to refifl the firfl onfet of 
his enen1y, and, \Vjth a determined look 
and nimble pace, ··advanced towards his 
threatening adverfary_. In an .inftant the 

,,;olf 
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wolf f prang upon him, with an horrid 
yell; but Sophron nimbly eluded his at .. 
tack, and, fuddenly throwing his vigorous 
arms about the body of his adverfary, com­
pelled him to firuggle for his own fafety. It 
was then that he uttered cries more dread­
ful than before; and, as he writhed about 
in all the agitations of pain and madnefs,_ 
he gna!hed his terrible teeth \Vith impotent 
attempts to bite; while the bl.ood and foam 
which iffued fron1 his jaws rendered his 
figure fiill more horrible than before. But: 
Sophron, \Yith undaunted courage, fl:ill 
n1aintained his hold, and, grafping him 
with irrefiftible fircngth, pre,·ented him 
fro1n ufing either his teeth or claws in his 
o n1 defence. It was not long before the 
itruggles and violence of the \-.·olf grew 
perceptibly weaker from fatigue, and he 
feen1ed to \villi to decline a farther cornbat 
,vith fo formidable a foe, could he have 
found means to efcape. Sophron then col­
leded all his fl:rength, and, fcizing his 
fainting adverfary by the neck and throat., 

grafp~d 
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graf ped him fiill tighter in his terrible handj, 
till the beaft, incapable either of difcng:ig­
ing himfclf or breathing, yielded up the 
contefl: and his life together. It \,Vas almoft 
in this moment that Tigranes paifed that 
,vay, and unexpectedly was witnefs to the 
triumphs of Sophron, and the miferable 
end of his favourite. Inflamed with pride 
and indignation, he uttered dreadful irn­
precations againfi his friend, who, in vain, 
attempted to explain the tranfaction; and, 
rufhing upon him with all the madnefs of 
inveterate hate, aimed a javelin at his bo­
fom. Sophron was calm as he was brave; 
he faw the neceffity of defending his own 

, life again ft the attacks of a perfidious friend; 
and, with a nimble fpring, at once eluded 
the weapon and clofed with his antagoi:iift. 
The combat was then more equal, for each 
was reduced to depend upon his O\Vn 

ftrength and activity. They fl:ruggled for 
fome time with all the efforts which difap­
pointed rage could inf pire on the one fide, 
and a virtuous indignation on the other. At 

length 
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length the fortune, or rather the force and 

coolnefs of Soph-ron, prevailed overt he blind 

impetuous fury of Tigranes: he at once ex­

erted his whole remaining firength with fuch 

fuccefs., that he hurled his adverfary to the 

ground, whe:re he lay bleeding, vanqui{hed, 
and unable to rife. Thou fcarccly, faid 

Sophron, deferveft thy life from my hands,.,. 

who couldfl fo wantonlyand unjuflly attempt 

to deprive rne of mine; hovvever, I \vill ra­

ther remember thy early merits than thy re.,. 

cent Injuries. No, replied the raging Ti­

granes, load me not with thy odious bene .... 

fits, but rather rid me of a life which I ab­
hor, fince thou haft robbed me of tny ho-

11our. 1 will never hurt thee, replied So­

phron, but in my own juft defence; live to 

n1ake a better ufc of life, arid to have jufier 

ideas of honour. Saying this, he affifl:ed 

Tigranes to rife, but finding his temper full 

of implacable refentment, he turned another 

way, and left him to go home alone. 

It was not long after this event, that a 

.:- ompany of foldiers marched acrofs. the 

plainc; 
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plains where Sophron was feeding his floe ks, 
and halted to refrdh themfclves under the 
ihade of fame fpreading trees.. The officer 
who commanded thcrn \Vas flruck with the 
comely figure and expreffi ve countenance 
of Sophron. He called the young man to 
him, and endeavoured to enflame him ,vith 
a military ardour, by frtting before hirn the 
glory which might be acquired by arms, and 
ridiculing the obfcu rity of a country life. 
\,Vhen he thought he had fufficiently ex­
cited his adrniration, he propofcd to him 
that he {hould enrol hi1nfelf in his com­
pany, and promifcd him e\'ery encourage­
n1ent which he thought moft likely to en ... 
gage the paffions of a young man. Sophron 
thanked him with humility for his offers, 
but told him, that he had an aged father~ 
who \vas now become incapable of main­
taining himfelf; and therefore that he cou Id 
accept of no offers, however advantageous 
they might appear, which \rould interfere · 
with the difcharge of this duty. The offi­
cer replied, and ridiculed the fcruples of 

the 
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the ~oung man; but, finding hin1 inflexi­
ble in his refolution, he at laft turne<l frorn 
him with an air of contempt, and called his 
men to follow him, muttering as he went 
reflections upon the ftupidity and co\vard­
ice of Sophron. The party had not pro­
ceeded far, before, by ill fortune, they 
came to the place where his fa vouritc lamb 
was f.eeding; and as he had not yet lcan:cd 
to dread the cruelty of the hutnan fpeciesll 
he advanced to\vards them \vith all the con­
fidence of unfufpicious innocence. Th:::; 
is a lucky accident, cried one of the fo!­
diers, \\,·ith a brutal fatisfaction; fortune 
was not willing that we :fhould go without a 
fupper, and has therefore fent us a prefent. 
A happy exchange, anfwered a fecond; a 
~1t iheep initead of a lubberly :fhepherd; 
and the to\vard will no doubt think hin-ifelf 
happy to flecp in a \V hole ikin at fo fn1a1l an 
expcncc. Saying this, he took the lamb, 
and bore it away in triumph; uttering a 
thoufand threats and execrations againft the 
mafter, if he fuould dare to reclaim it. 

Sophron 
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Sophron was not fo far removed as to ef­
cape the fight of the indignity which was 
offered him. He followed the troop with 
fo much fwiftnefs, that it \Vas not long be­
fore he overtook the foldier who ,vas bear­
ing away his friend, and, from his load., 
marched rather behind the ref;. When So­
phron approached him, he accofted him in 
the gentleft manner, and befought him, i;1 
words that might have touched any one but 
a favage, to reftore his favourite. He even 
offered, when he found nothing elfe would 
avail, to purchafc back his own property 
with fomething of greater value. But the 
barbarous foldier, inured to fcencs of mi­
fery, and lqttle accuflomed to yield to hu­
nrnn entreaties, only laughed at his com­
plaints, and loaded him with additional in­
fults. At length, he began to be tired with 
his importunities, and, drawing his fv,'ord, 
and wavL1g it before the eyes of Sophron, 
threatened that, if he did not depart im­
mediately, he would ufe him as he intend­
ed to do the Iamb. And do you think, 

anfwercd 
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nnfwered Sophron, that, while I have an 
arm to lift, or a drop of blood in my veins, 
I will fuffcr you, or any 1nan, to rob me of 
,vhat I value more than life? !he foldier, 
exafperated at fuch an infolent reply, as he 
termed it, aimed a blow at Sophron with 
his f word, which he turned afide with a 
flick he held in his hand, fo that it glanced 
inoffenfi vely down; and before he could re­
cover the ufe of his weapon, £ophron, who 
was infinitely ftronger, clofcd in with him, 
wrefted it out of his hands, and hurled him 
roughly to the ground. Some of the com­
rades of the vanquifhed foldier came in an 
infiant to his affi!lance, and, without in-

. quiring into the merits of the caufe, drew 
their fv~·ords, and began to aifail the un­
daunted young man. But he, brandiiliing 
the weapon \vhich he had jufi feized, ap­
peared ready to defend himfelf with fo 
much ftrength and courage, that they did 
not choofe to come too near. "\i\Thile they 
\Vere thus engaged, the officer, who had 
turned back at the firft noife of the affray, 

ap-
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proached, and, ordering his n1en to ddiir, 
inquired into the occafion of the conte!1 . 

· Sophron then recounted, with fo much mo­
defl:y and refpecl:, the indignities and infults 
he had received, and the unprovoked attack 
of the foldier, which had obliged him to 
defend his own life, that the officer, \\' ho 
had a real refpec:1: for courage, ,vas charmed 
with the behaviour of the young man. He 
therefore reproved his men for their difor­
derly manners, praifed the intrepidity of 
Sophron, and ordered his lan1b to be re­
Hored to him, with which he joyfully de­
parted. 

Sophron was fcarceiy out of fight, \vhen 
Tigranes, who was then by accident return .. 
ing from the chafe, met the fan1c party up4' 
on their n1arch. Their 1nilitary attire and 
glittering arms infiantiy firuck his mind 
,vith admiration. He flopped to gaze upon 
them as they paffed; and the officer, who 
remarked the martial air and ,rell-propor­
tioned limbs of Tie-ranes, entered into con .. 

<..J 

verfation with him, and made him the fame 

pro-
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propofals which he had before done to So~ 
phron. Such incentives ,vere i rrcfifiiblc to 

a vain and ambitious n1ind: the young man 
in an infiant forgot his friends, his country, 
and his parents, and n1arched away with all 

the pleafure that ihong prefumption and af­
piring hopes could raife. t'-Ior was it long 
before he had an opportunity of fignalizing 
his intrepidity. Afia was at that time over­
run by numerous bands of favage warriors 
under different and independent chiefs. 
That country, which has in every age been 
celebrated for the n1ildncfs of the chn1ate 
and the fertility of the foil, feems to be 
ddtincd to groan under all the horrors of 
eternal fervitude. "\Vhether thcfe effects 
are merely produced by fortune, or whe­
ther the natural advantages it enjoys haYe a 
neccffary tendency to foften the 1ninds of 
the inhabitants to fioth and effeminacy, it 
is certain that the people of Afia have in 
general been the unrcfifl:ing prey of every 
invader. At this time feveral fierce and 
barbarous nations had broken in upon its 
territory; and., after covering its fertile 

plains 
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plains with carnage and defolation, wen~ 
contending \Yith each other for the fupe .. 
nonty. 

Under the moft enterprifing of thefe ri,.' 
val chiefs was Tigranes now enrolled, and 
in the very firft engagement at which he 
was prefcnt, he gave fuch uncommon proofs 
of valour, that he was difl:inguifbed by the 
general with n1arks of particular regard, and 
became the admiration of a I I his comrades. 
Under the banners of this adventurous war­
rior did Tigranes toil with various fortunes, 
during the fpace of many years: fometirnes 
vidorious in the fight, fornetimes baffied; 
at one time crowned with conquefi and glo­
ry, at another befct with dangers, covered 
with wounds, and hunted like a wild beaft 
through rocks and forcfis. Yet fl:il I the 
native courage of his temper fuflained his 
fp~rits, and kept hi1n firn1 in the profeilion 
which he had chofen. At length, in a de­
cifi ve battle, in which the chieftain under 
vhom Tigranes had enlified contended with 

the mofi powerful of his rivals, he had the 
honour of retrieving the victory, when his 

O\\Il 
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-own party feemed tota1Iy routed; and, after 
having penetrated the thickeft fq uadrons of 

the enemy, to kill their general with his 

O\Vll hand. Frorr1 this moment be feemed 

to be in poffeffion of all that his ambition 

could <lefire. He ,vas appointed general 

of all the troops., under the chief himfelf., 

whofe repeated victorie~ had rendered him 

j ' equal in power to the moft celebrated 1110-

:s 
I, 
I 

e-

Jll 

·1 
1 • 

narchs. Nor did his fortune flop even 

here: for after a number of fucceffive bc,1t­

tles, in \rhich his party \Vere gene~a11y vic­
torious by his experience and intrepidity.!) 
he was, upon the unexpected death of the 
chief, unanimoufly chofrn by the whole 
nation to fucceed him .. · 

In the mean tiff1e Sophron) free from en­

vy, avarice, or ambition, purfued the natu­

ral impulfe of his character, and conteated 

himfelf with a life of virtuous . obfcurity .. 
He paffed his time in rural labours, in watch­

ing his flocks, and in attending with all the 

duty of an affeE!:ionate cp_ild upon his aged 

parents. Eve!)' .morning he rofe with the 
VOL. IIL C fun~ 

-
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fun, and fpreading his innocent arms to 
Heaven, thanked that Being \vhich has 
created all nature, for the continuance of life 
and health, and all the bleilings he enjoyed. 
His piety and virtue \Vere rewarded with 
every thing which a temperate and rational 
1nind can a!k. All his rural labours fuc­
cecded in the ampleft manner; his flocks 
were the fairefi, the n1oi1 healthy and nu­
merous of the d if1ric1; he was loved and 
·efieerned by the youth of the neighbour­
hood, and equally refpected by the aged, 
who pointed him out as the example of 
every virtue to their families. But what was 
more dear than all the refi to f uch a mind 
as Sophron's, \.Vas to fee himfelf the joy, the 
comfort, and fupport of his parents, who 
frequently embraced him with tears, and 
fupplicated the Deity to reward fuch duty 
and affection with all his choice.fl: bleilings. 

Nor was his humanity confined to his 
own fpecies; the innocent inhabitants of the 
foreft were fafe from the purfuit of Sophron, 
and all that Ii ved under his protection were 

fure 



J .. 

1 
I 

n, 

SANDFORD ANb M~RTON. 

fure to n1eet with /difl:ingui{hed tendernefs. 
1 t is enough, faid Sophron, that the inno­
cent !beep fupplies me wi~h his fleece, to 
f.orm my winter garments, and defond me 
from the co.Jd; I \vill not be.rea ve hin1 of his . 
little lifr., nor fiop his harmlefs gambols on 
the .green, to gratify a guilty fenfuality. I~ 
is furely enough that the fiatel y heifer af­
fords me copious firean1s of pure and 
wholefome food; I will not arn1 my hand 
3gainft her innocent exifrence; I ,vill no£;, 
pollute myfelf with her blood, nor tear her 
·warm and panting flefl1 with a cruelty that 
we abhor ·even in.favage beafts. l\1ore whole­
fome, 1nore adapted to human life are the 
fpontaneous fruits which liberal nature pro­
duces for the fuftenance of man, or which 
th€ earth affords to recompenfe his labours. 

Here the interefl: and concern ,vhich liad 
been lon.g vifible in Ton11ny"s face could 
no longer be repreffed, and tears began to 
trickle down his cheeks. vV hat is the mat­
ter, my darling, faid his mother, what is 
-there in the account of this young man that 

C 2 fl) 
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fo deeply interefis and affects you ?-Alas t 
faid Tommy, mamma, it reminds me of poor 
Harry Sandford; j u!l fuch another good 
young man \\ ill he be, when he is a s old as 
Sophron; and I, and I, added he fobbing, 
am jufi fuch another wonhlefs, ungrateful 

. wretch as Tigranes. But Tigrane~., faid 
11rs. i\1erton, you fee, became a great and 
powerful man,\;, hile Sophro1~ remained only 
a poor and ignorant i1:eph crd. vVhat does 
that fignify., n1amma? foid Tommy. For 
my part, I begin to find that it is not al­
,vays the greatefl- people that are the be{t or 
happieft; and as to ignorance., I cannot 
think that Sophron, who underftood his 
duty fo well to his parents, anu to God, and 
to all the world, could be called ignorant; 
and very likely he could read and ·,vnte bet­
ter than Tigranes, in f pite of all his pomp 
and grandeur; for I am fure there is not one 
of the young gentlemen that went home toA 

day, th:tt reads as well as Harry Sandford, 
or has half his underftanding. 11r. ~1erton 
could hardly help fmiling at Tommy's con-

jecture 
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jecture about Sophron's reading; but he felt 

the greate!t pleaf Lire at feeing fuch a change 

in his frntiments, and looking at him with 

more cordiality than he had done before~ 

he told him that he was very happy to find 

hirn fo fenfible of his faults, and hoped he 

would be equally ready to amend them. 

11ifa Simmons then continued her harra .. 

tlve : 
If Sophron ever permitted himfelf ~o 

fhed tf1e blood of living creatures, it was 

of thofe ferocious animals that wage conti­

nual war with every other fpecies. Amid 

the mountains which he inhabited, there 

were rugged cliffs and inacceffible caverns» 

which afforded retreat to wolves, and bears., 

and tigers. S9metimes, amid the CT:orms 

and fnows of \Vinter, they felt themfcl ves 

pinched by hunger, and fell with al moft 
irrefifl:ible fury upon the neardt flocks and 

herds. Not only ilieep and oxen were 

flaughtered in thefe dreadful and unexpect­

ed attacks, but even the ihcpherds them­

fel ves were frequently the vicrims of their 

rage. If there was time to aife1nble for 

C 3 their 



TH E HI S TO·R Y O F 

their defence, th-e boldeft of the youth 
would frequentty feize ~he'ir arms, and give 
battle to the in"·adcrs. In this warfare;)_ 
which was equally j-ufi and honourable) So­
phron was always toren1ofi; his unequ~1~ 
Jed ftrength and courage made all the ycuth 
adopt him as their leader, and march with 
confidence under his command. And fo 
fuccefsful were his expeditions, that he al­
ways returned loaded with the !kins of van­
quifhed enemies, and, by his vigilance and 
intrepidity, at length either killed or drove 
away moft of the beafis from whom any 
danger was to be feared. 

It happened one day that Sophron had 
been following the chafe of a wolf ~vhich 
had n1ade fomc depredations upon the 
flocks, and, in the ardour of his purfuir, 
,vas feparated from all his companions. I-Ie 
was too well ac·quainted with the roughefl: 
parts of the ne~hbouring mountains, ru1d 
too indifferent to danger, to be djfiurbed at 
this circumfiance; he therefore follo\-ved 
l1is flying foe with fo much i~petuofity, 
that he completely loft every track and mark 

with 
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with \vhich he was acquainted. As it is 

difficult, in a wild and uncultivated difiri&, 

to find the path again when once it is loft, 

Sophron only wandered the farther fron1. 

his home the more he endeavoured to re­

turn. He found himfelf bewildered and 

entangled in a dreary wildernefs, where he 

was every inftant flopped by torrents that 

tumbled from the neighbouring cliffs, or 

in danger of flipping down precipices of an 

immenfe height. He was alone in the 

mid ft of a gloomy foreft, where human in­

duflry had never penetrated, nor the wood­

man's axe been heard, fince the moment 

of its creation: to add to his d iftrefs, the 

fetting fun difappeared in the weft, and the 

{hades of night gathered gradually round, 

;tccompanied with the roar of favage beafts. 

Sophron found himfelf befct with terrors, 

but his foul was incapable of fear; he poizc:d 

his javelin in his hand., and forced his way 

through every oppofition, till at length, 

with infinite difficulty, he difengaged him­

felf from the foreft, juft as the lafl: glim111er 

C 4 01 
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of light was yet vifible in the ikies. But 
it wa:-; i:i vain that he had thus efcaped; 
he caft his eyes around, but could difcern 
nothing but an immenfe track of country.,_ 
rough with rocks and overhung with fo­
refisJ but deilitute of ev<:>ry mark of cul­
tivation or inhabitants. He however pur­
fued his \.ray along the fide of the moun­
tain till he defcended in to a pleafan t val. 
1ey, free from trees and watered by a wind­
ing fiream. Here he was going to repofe 
for the remainder of the night, under the 
crag of an impending rock, when a rifing 
gleam of light darted fuddenly into the 
fkie.) from a confiderable diftance, and at­
traded his curiofity. Sophron looked to­
wards the quarter whence it came, and 
plainly difcerned that it was a fire, kindled 
either by fomc benighted tra vcllcr Ii ke him­
felf, or by forne lcfs innocent wanderers of 
the dark. He determined to approach the 
]ight, but knowing the unfcttled fiate of 
all the neighbouring diftrids, he thought it 
prudent to advJncc with caution. I-Ie 

there ... 
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therefore made a confiderable circuit, and 

by clambering along the higher grounds, 

difcovered a hanging wood, under whofe 

thick covert he approached without being 

difcovered, within a little difl:ance of the 

fire. He then perceived that a party of 

foldiers \.Vere repofing round a flaming pile 

of wood, and caroufing at their eafe; all 

about was firewn the plunder which they 1 

had accumulated in their rnarch, and in the 

rnidft was feared a venerable old 1nan, ac­

companied by a beautiful young woman. 

Sophron eafiiy comprehended by the de­

jection of their countenances, and the tears 

which trickled down the maiden's cheeks» 

as well as by the infolcnce with which they 

were treated, that they were prifoners. The 

virtuous indignation of his temper was in­

fl:antly excited,and he determined to attempt 

.their deliverance. But this, in f pi te of all 

his intrepidity, he per "ived was no eafy 

matter to accompli{h. I-le was , alone and 

weakly at1ned; his entmies, though not nu­

merous., too many for hin1 to flatter him-

c 5 fclf 
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feif \Vith any rational hope of f uccefs by 
open force; and fhould he make ;t fruitlefs 
effort, he might rafhiy thr0 .-.: his li;e a\-ray, 
.i.nd only aggravate the G1 fireife s he fought 
to cure. \Vith this confiden~ion he re­
.fl-rained his natural impetuofity, and, at 
length, determined to attempt by firatagem, 
what he thought could fcarcely be performed 
by force. He therefore filentiy \Vithdrew, 
and fkirted the fide of the wood which 
had concealed him, careful 1 y re mar king 
every circumfiance of the way, till he had 
afcended a mountain, which immediately 
fronted the camp of the foldiers, at no con-

,, • fiderable difiance. 1-{e happened to have 
by his fide a kind of battle-axe which they 
l:l fc in the chafe of bears ; with this he ap­
plied himfelf to lopping the branches of 
trees, collec't:ing, at the fa,ne time, all the 
fallen ones he could find:, till, in a fhort 

· time, he had reared feveral piles of wood 
upon the moft confpicuous pa-rt of the 
:mountain, and full in the view of the fold1ers. 
He then eaiily kindled a blaze by n1bbing 

two . 
.. 
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two decayed branches together, and in an 

inftant all the piles were blazing with fo 

n1any ft reams of light, that the neighbour­

ing hills and forefis were illum-inated with 

the gleam. Sophron knew the nature of 

man, always prone to fudden impreffions of 

fear and terror, n1ore particula.rl y am-id the 

obfcuriry of the night, and promifed hirn­

felf the ample fl f ucccfs frol'n his ftratagem. 

In the n1ean time he haftened back with all 

the f peed he could ufc, till he reached the 

very wood where he had lurked before; 

he then ra•ifcd his voice, which was natu­

rally loud and clear, and ihouted feveral 

times fucceffive!y with all his exertion .. An 

... hundred echoes fro-m the neighbouring cliffs 

and caverns returned the found, ,·fith a re­

verberation that made it appear like the 

noife of a mighty fquadron.. The foldiers, 

who had been alarme(i by the fuddcn blaze 

of fo many fires, which they attributed to 

a nun1erous band of troops, were now im­

prcffed with f uch a panic, that they fled in 

~onfufion. They imagined themfelves 

c 6 fur-
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furrounded by their enemies, who were 
burfting in on every fide, and fled with fo 
much precipitation, that they \Vere difperfed 
in an inftant, and left the prifoners to them­
fel ves. Sophron, who faw frorn a fmall 
difiance all their motions, did not wait for 
them ro be undeceived, but running to the · 
fpot they had abandoned, explained in a 
few words to the trembling and amazed 
captives the nature of his ftratagem, and 
exhorted them to fly with all the f\viftnefs 
they \Vere able to exert. Few entreaties 
were necc:tfary to prevail upon then1 to 
comply; they therefore arofe and followed 
Sophron, who led them a confiderable way 
up into the mountains, and when he thought 
then1 out of the immediate danger of pur­
fuit, they fheltercd themfel ves in a rocky 
cavern, and determined the:re to ,vait for the light of the morning. 

When they were thus in a place of fafety., 
the venerable old man feized the hand of 
Sophron, and, bedcwing it with his tears, 
gave way to the ftrong emotions of gratitude 

~'hich 
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which overwhelmed his mind. Generous 

youth, faid he, I know' not by what extra ... · 

ordinary fortune you have thus been able to 

effect our deliverance., when we imagined 

ourfelves out of the reach of human fuccour; 

but, if the uniform gratitude and affection 

of two human beings, who perhaps are not 
entirely unworthy your regard, can be any 

recompence fo-r fuch a difiinguifhed act of 

virtue, you may command our Ii ves., and 
employ them in your fervice. 

Father, anf we red Sophron, you infinitely 

over-rate the merits of the fervice which 

chance has enabled 1ne to perform. I am 

but little acquainted with rny fellow-crea­

tures, as having always inhabited thefe 
mountains; but I cannot conceive that any 
other man who had been witnefs to your 

<lifirefs would have refufcd to attempt your 

refcue: and, as to all the reft, the obfcu­

rity of the night., and peculiarity of the 

:fituation, rendered it a work of little diffi­

culty or danger. Sophron then recounted 

to his new friends the accident which had 
brought 
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ln~ought him to that unfrequented fpot, and 
made hi.:m an unperceived witnefs of their 
captivity; he alfo explained the nature of 
the firatagem, by which, alone and unfup­
pot"ted, he had been enabled to difperfe their 
enemies. He added, that if he appeared 
to have any little merit in their eyes, he 
fhould be an1ply recompenfed by being ad­
mitted to their friendiliip and confidence. 
With thefe m.utual pr0feffions of efieem 
they thought it prudent to terminate a con­
verfation, which, however agreeable,. was 
not entirely free· from danger, as fome of 
their late oppreifors- might happen to dif­
tinguiili their voices, and, thus directed to 
their lurking-place, exact a fevere revenge 
for the terrors they had undergone. 

Vvith the firfl: ray of morning the three 
companions arofe, and Sophron, leading 
them along the ikirts of the mountains, 
where bufhes and btuili-wood concealed 
them from obfervati0n, and fiill following 
the windings of the river as a guide, they 
~~t length came to a cultivated fpot, though. 

deferted 
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deferted by its inhabitants from the fear of 
the party they had lately efcaped. Here 

they made a flight and hafl:y repaft upon 

fome coarfe provifions which they found,. 

and infl-antly firuck again into the wood.1,. 

which they judged fafer than the pl·ain. 

But Sophron fortunately recollected that he 

had formerly vifited this village with his 

father, while yet a child, and before the 
country had fuftered the rage of barba.rous. 

invafions. It was a long day's 1nareh from· 

hon1e, but, by exerting all their force, they 

at length arrived, th.rough rough and fecret 

paths, at the hof pitablc cottage where So­

phron and his parents dwelt. Here they 

were joyfu Ily received, as the long abfenc.e 

of the young man had much alarmed his 

parents, and made all the hamlet anxious 

concerning his fafety. That night they 

co1nfortably repofed in a place of fafety, 

and the next morning, after a plentiful but 

coarfe repafl-, the father of Sophron again 

tongratulated his guefls upon their fortu-

nite 
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nate efcape, and entreated them to let hih1 
hear the hiftory of their misfortunes. 

I can refufe nothing, faid the venerable 
.firanger, to perfons to whom I am under 
fuch extraordinary obligations, although 
the hiftory of my life is ihort and fimple,. 
and contains little worthy to be recited. 
My name is Chares, and I was born in one 
of the maritime cities of Afia, of opulent 
parents, who died while I was yet a youth. 
The Iofs of my parents, to whom I was 
mofl affectionately attached, made fo :fl:rong 
an impreffion upon my mind, that I deter­
mined to feek relief in travel, and, for that 
purpofe, fold my paternal efiate, the price 
of which I converted into money and 
jewels, as being mofi portable. My father 
had been a man diflingui!hed for his know­
ledge and abilities, and from him I imbibed 
an early defire of improvement, which has 
always been my grcateH: comfort and fup­
port. The firft place, therefore, which I 
vifited was Egypt., a country renowned in 

every 
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every age for its invention of all the arts 

which contribute to fupport or adorn human 
life. There I rdided feveral y~ars, giving 

up my time to the fiudy of philofophy, and 

to the converfation of the many eminent 

n1en who refortcd thither from all the regions 

of the world. This country is one immenfe 

plain, divided by the Nile., which is one of 

the noblef1 rivers in the world, and pours 
its tide along the middle of its territory. 

Every year, at a particular feafon, the firean1 

begins gradually to fwcll, with fuch an in-. 

creafe of waters., thc1t at length it rifes over­
its banks, and the whole extent of Egypt 

becomes an immenfe lake, where buildings~ 

temples, and cities., appear as floating upon 
the inundation. Nor is this event a fu bjecl: 
of dread to the inhabitants : on the con­
trary, the overflowing of their river is a day 
of public rejoicing to all the natives., which 

they celebrate with fangs and dances, and 
every fymptom of extravagant joy. Nor is 
this to be wondered at, when you are in­

formed, th~.t this inundation renders the foil 
it 
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1t covers the rno!l: abundant in the ,voriuw 
,vhatever land is covered by the \raters re­
ceives fuch an increaie of fertility as never , 

co difappoint the h0;,es of the induftrious 
hufbandman. The inftant the \ i L ters have 
:retired, the farmer returns to his fields> and 
begins the operations of agriculture. Thefe 
labours are not very difficult· in a foft and 
yielding Dime, fuch as the river leaves be­
hind it. The feeds are fcwn, ari d vegetate 
with inconceivable rapidity} and, in a few 
weeks, an abundant harvefi of every kinµ 
of grain covers the land. For this reafon~ 
all the neceifaries of life are eafiiy procured 
by the innumerable multitudes which in­
habit the country. Nor is the climate 1efa 
favourable than the foil, for here an eternal 
fpring and furn mer feern to have fixed their 
abode. 1'Jo frofr, or fnow, is ever kno\vn 
to chill the atmofphere, which is al ways per­
fumed with the fmell ofarornaticp!ants that 
grow on every fide, and bring on a pleafing 
forgetfulnefs of human care. But> alas 1 

thefe bleffings, great as they may appear" 
produc,.. 
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produce the cffecl of curfes upon the inha­

bitants. The eafc and plenty which they 

enjoy enervate their manners, and defiroy 

all vigour both of body and mind. No one 

js here inflamed ,vith the facred love of his 

country, or of public liberty ; no one iS­

inurcd to arn1s, or taught to prefer his ho­

nour to his life. , The gre«t bufinefs of ex-­

ificncc is an inglorious indolence, a le--­

thargy of mind., and a continual f uf penfe 

fron1 all exertion. The very children catch 

the contagion from their parents ; they are 

infiruB:cd in every effeminate art : to dance 

in fofc, unmanly attitudes~ to modulate their­

voice by mufical inflruments, and to adjuft 

the floating drapery of their drefs; thefe are 

the arts in w hie h both fexes are infirucled 

fron1 their infancy. But no one is taught 

to wield the arms of men, to tame the noble 

ficeds in which the country abounds, to ob-. 

ferve his rank in ,var., or to bear the in.­

dif penfablc hardf11ips of a military life,. 

Hence this celebrated country., which has 

been in every kge the admiration of man-

kind[) 
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kind, is defiined to the n1oft degrading 
ferv itude. A few thoufand difci pl ined troops 
are fufficient to hold the many millions it 
cont:i.:.~) in bondage, under which they 
groan-> .ithout ever conceiving the ddign 
of-1inJic :ing their natural rights by arms.­
Unhappy people ! exclaimed Sophron, how 
ufelefs to them are all the blenings of their 
climate! Ho .v 1nuch rather would I inhabit 
the fl:orn1y top of Lebanon, amid eternal 
f nows and barrennefs, than \\'allow in the 
vile fenfuaii t,-7 of fuch a country, or breathe 
an air irifcc'ted by its vices! 

Charcs was charmed with the generous 
indignation o .. Sophron, a:1d thus conti­
nued :-I Nas of the fame opinion ·with 
yourfelf, a . .rl therefore determined to leave 
a country wuich all its natural advar:tages 
could not render agreeable, when I under­
fiood the 1nanncrs of its in t1abi tan ts. But , 
before I quitted th<!t part of the globe, my 
curiofity led me to viGt the neighbouring 
tribes of Arabia, a nation borrlering upoi1 
the Egyptiansi but as different in fpirits 

a1-1d 
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and manners as the hardy ihepherds of thefc 
'~. 

mountains from the effeminate natives of 

the plains. Egypt is bounded on one fide 

by the fea; on every other, it is f urrounded 

by im1nenfe plains or gentle eminences11 

which being beycnd the reach of the ferti ... 

lixing inundations of the Nile, have been, 

beyond all memory, converted into ,vafie 

and barren fands by the exceffi ve heat of 

the fun. I therefore made preparations 

for my journey, and hired a guide, who 

was to furniih n1e with beafts of burden» 

and accompany me acrofs thofe dreary de­

ferts. vVe accordingly began our n1arch, 

mounted each upon a camel, which are 

found much more ufcful than horfes inf uc:h 

a burning climate. 

Indeed, faid Tommy here to 1'1r. Bar .. 

low, I am forry to interrupt the ftory, but 

l iliall be much obliged to you, fir, if you 

will inform me what kind of an animal a 

camel is-
The camel, anf wered Mr. Barlow, is 

chiefly found in thofe burning climates 
,\ hich 
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\rhich you have heard defcribed. 1-Iis 
height is very great, rifing to fourteen or 
fifteen feet, reckoning to the top of his 
head. I-Iis legs are long and flender, his 
body not large, and his neck of an amaz­
ing length. This animal is found in no 
part of the world that we are acquainted 
with, wild or free, but the whole race is en­
fla vcd by man, and brought up to drudgery 
fro1n the firfl: moment of their exiftence. 
As foon as he is born, they feize him, and 
force him to recline upon the ground, with 
his legs doubled up under his belly. To 
keep him in this attitude they extend a 
piece of canvas ove.r his body, and fix it 
to the ground by laying heavy weights upon 
the edge. In this manner he is tutored to 
obedience, and taught to kneel down at the 
orders of his mafler, and receive th·e bur­
dens which he is defiincd to tranfport. In 
l1is temper he is gentle and tractable, and 
his patience in bearing thirfi and hunger is 
fuperior to that of any animal we are ac­
quainted \Vith. He is driven acrofs the 

burning 
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burning deferts loaded with the rnerchan .... 

dife of thofe countries, and frequently does 

not find even water to quench his thirft for 

feveral days. As t'O his food, it is nothing 

but the few herbs which are found in the 

leaft barren parts of the deferts, and prickly 

buihes, upon whi<:h he browzes as a deli­

cacy : fometimes he does not find even thefe 

for many days, yet purf ues his journey with 

a degree of patience which is hard1ycredible .. 

vV c mounted our camels, continued Cha ... 

res, and foon had reached the confines of 

the fertile plains_ of Egypt. The way, as 

\re proceeded, grew fenfibly more dreary 

:and difagreeable, yet was fometin1es varied 

with little tufts of trees and fcanty patches 

of herbage. But thefe at length entirely 

difappeared, and nothing was feen on every· 

fide but an immenfe extent of barren fands, 

defiitute of vegetation, and parched by the 

continual heat of the fun. No found was 

heard to interrupt the dreary filence that 

reigned around, no traces of inhabitants 

perceivable, and the gloomy uniformity of 

the 
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the profpecc infpired the foul with meian ... 
choly. In the mean time> the fun fee.med 
to fhoot do\vn perpendicular rays upon our 
heads, without a cloud to mitigate his vio­
lence. I felt a burning fever take poifeHion 
of my body; my tongue was fcorched with 
intolerable heat, a!1d it was in vain I endea­
voured to moiften my mouth with repeated 
draughts of water. At night we came to a 
little rifing ground> at the foot of which we 
perceived fome aquatic herbs and a fmall 
quantity of muddy \-rater, of which our 
can1els took prodigious draughts. Here 
we f pre ad our tents, and encamped for the 
night. With the morning we purfued our 
Journey, but had not proceeded far before 
we fa w a cloud of dufl that fecmed to rife 
along the defert; and, as we approached 
nearer, we eafiiy difiingui!11ed the glitte-r of 
anns that reflecl:ed the rifing fun. This was 
a band of the Arabians that had difcovcred 
us, and can1e to know our intentions. As 
they ·advanced, they fpurred their horfes, 
which are tr..e mofi fleet and excellent in the 

world_, 
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\V'orld, and bounded along the defert ,vith 
the lightnefs of an antelope; at the fame 
time they brandifhed their lances, and 
feemed prepared alike for war or peace. 
But ,vhcn they fa w th:it we had neither the .. 
intention nor the power to comn1it hofti~ 
lities, they flopped thcir·courfers at the dif ... 

tance of a few paces from us;_ and he, that 
appeared the chief, advanced, and, witl\. a 
finn but mild tone of voice, inquired into 
the rcafon of our coming. It \'>'as then that 
I took the lib,::rty of add reffing hi,n in his 

own language, to which I had for fame t_ime 
applied myfelf tefore my journey. ·I ex­
plained to him the curiofity which led me 
to obfcrve in perfon the manners of a people., 
who are celebrated over the whole_ world, for 
having prefcrved their n.ttive firnplicity 1.111-
altercd and their liberty unviolated, an1id 
the revolutions ,vhich agitate all the neigh­
boL'ring nations. I then oHered to him the 
loading of my camel, which I had brought, 
not as being worthy his acceptance, but as 

a flight tefiimony of my regard; and con-
v o L. II r. ~ eluded 
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, eluded with remarking, · that the fidelity of 
.the Arabians in obferving their engagements 

·was unimpeached in a fingle inflance ; and 

·therefore, relying upon the integrity of my 
:own intentions, I had come a painful jour­

·ney, unarmed, and almoft alone, to put my­

·felf into their power, and demand the facred 

irights of hofpi tality. 

While I was thus fpeaking) he looked at 
·me with a penetration that feemed to ·read 

,into my very foul; and when I had finiihed, 

he extended his arm ,~,rith a fmile of bene­

,volence, and welcomed me to their tribe ;; 

.telling me at .the fame time, that they ad .. 

,rnitted ·me as their gueft, and received me 

with ·the arms of friendfhip: that their me­

thod of life) like their n1anners., ,vas coarfe 

and fimple, but that I might confider myfelf 
as fafer in theirtents,and more removed from 

violence or treachery, than in the crowded 

cities which I had left. The refl: of the 

fquadron then approached"' and all faluted 

•me as a friend and brother. We then firuck 

off acrofs the defert> and after a few hours 
march 
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'.r,1arch approached the encamprnent where 
·they had left their wives and _c hi'Idren. · 

This people is -the mofl: fingular, and i11 

11nany ref pefrs the mo ft admirable of all 
that inhabit this globe of earth. All other 
nations are fubjec1: to ·revolutions and the 
various turns of fortune. Sornet·imes they 
·wage f uccefsfu1 wars; fornetirnes they im­
·prove in the arts of peace; now they are 
-great and reverencee:i by their neighbours; 
and now, infulted and defpi[ccl._. they fuffer 
·all the mife-ries of fervituse. T·he Ara-
bians alone have ncve-r been known to vary 
in the fmalleft circumftance either of their 
internal policy or external fituatior1. They 
inhabit a dimate which wou Id be i'nrolerable 
to the reft of the hurnan f pecies fot its burn­
i ng heat, and a foil which refufes to fur­
niih any of the neceifaries of life. Hence 
t hey neither plough the ezrrth, nor [ow, nor 
depend upon corn, for their fuilenance, nor 
are acquainted \vith any of the mecl1anic 
arts . They live chiefly upon the milk of 
their he-rds and flocks, and fometi1nes eat 

» l their 
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fheir fle{h. Thefe burning deferts are 
firetched out to an immenfe extent on 
every fide, and thefe they confider as their 
common country, \Vithout having any fixed 

' 
or permanent place of abode. Arid and 
barren as are thefc wilds in general, there 
are various fpots which are more productive 
than the rcfl:. }Jere are found fupplies of 
water and fome appearances of vegetation ; 
and here the Arabian:, encamp till they 
have exhaufted the fpontaneous products 
of the foil. Bcfide<::, they vary their place 
of refidencc with the different fcafons of the 
year. V'/hen they arc in perfect fricndiliip 
,vi th their neighbours, they advance to the 
very edges of the defert, and find mor~ am­
ple fupplies of moifture and herbage. If 
they are a t tack c d or n1 o le~ e d, th e v: hole 
tribe is in motion in an infiant, and [eeks a 
refuge in their impenetrable receffcs. Other 
nations arc involved in various pu rfu its of 
\Yar, or government, or commerce; they 
have made a thoufand inventions of Iuxu ry 
neceffary to their welfare; and the enjoyment 

of 
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of thefe they call happinefs. The Arab is 

ignorant of all thefe things_, or, if he knows 

them, def pifes their poffeffion. All hi.s: 

,vants, his pafEons, his defires, tenTiinatc in 

one obje{t,and that objcet is theprefrrvation. 

of his liberty. For this purpofc be contents 

himfclf \Vith a bare fufficicncy of the coarfc:Ct 

and iimpleft food; and the fmall quantity 

of clothing which he requires in fuch a c1i­

n1ate is fabricated by the \vomen of the tribe, 

who milk the cattle and prepare the food of 

their hufbands, and require no other plea­

fu1cs than the pkafing intcrcft of dome(tic 

cares. They have a breed of horfes fuperior 

to any in the rcft of the· globe for gcntlenefs, 

patience, and unrivalled fwiftnefs. This is 

the particular paffion and pride of the Ara­

bian tribes. They are neceffary to them in 

their warlike expedition-sand in their cou r [es 

along the deferts. If they are attacked> they 

mount their f1eeds> who bear them with the 

rapidity of a tempefl-, to avenge their inju­

ries ; or il.1 o u 1 d they be over matched i n fight, 

they foon tranf port them beyond the poffi-

D 3 bility 
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bility of pnrfuit. For this reafon the proudeft 
monarchs and greateft conquerors have in 
vain C!1deavoured to fubdue them. Troops 
accuftomed to the plenty of a cultivated 
country are little able to purfue thefe winged 
warriors, over the wide extent of their fandy 
wafies. Opprcft with heat, fainting for 
want of water, and fpent with the various 

,, difficulties of the way, the moll: numerous 
armies have been deftroyed in fuc h attempts; 
and thofe that f u rv i ved the obftacles of na .. 
ture, were eafiiy overcome by the repeated 
attacks of the valiant natives. 

While I w1s in this country, I was myfelf 
witnefs to an embaffy that was fent from a 
neighbouring prince, who imagined the fame 
of his exploits had firuck the Arabians with 
terror, and difpofed them to f ubmiillon. The 
ambaffador was introduced to the chief of 
the tribe,a venerable old man, undiftinguifh­
ed by any mark of oftentation from the rc!t, 
who received him fitting crofa-1eggcd at the 
door of his tent. He then began to fpeak, 
and, in a 1 ong and fiudicd harangue.,defc ribcd 

the 



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 79 

the power of his ma!ter, the invincible cou­

rage of his armies, the vait profufion of arn1s,. 

of warlike engines, and military ftores ; and 

concluded with a demand that the Arabians -. 

fnould fubmit to acknowledge him as their · 

lord, and pay a yearly tribute .. At this proud · 

fpecch, the younger part of the tribe began , 

to frown with indignation and clafh their 

weapons in token of defiance; but the chief 

hirnfelf, with a calm and n1anly compofure, 

n .ade this reply; I expected from the ma­

ttl n ty of your age, and the gravity of your 

countenance, to have heard a rational dif- . 

courfe, befitting you to. propofe and us to 

hear. \Vhen you dwelt fo long upon the 

p_owcr of your ma!ter, I alfo imagined that 

he had fent to us to propofe a league of · 

friendihip and-alliance.Juchas might become 

equals) and bind man n1ore clofely to his -

fellows. 1 n this cafe the Arabians, although i 

they neither want the ailifiance, nor fear the 

attacks of any king or nation,. ~vould gladly 

have confented; becaufe .it has been always -

their fayourite maxim, neither to leav:e inju- -

n 4 , nes - , 
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rics unpund11ed, nor to be outdone in kind­
ncfs and hofpitality. But fince you hav.e 
come thus far to deliver a meif.1gc, 1r, hich 
muft needs be difagreeablc to the ears of 
free-born men, who acknowledge no fupe­
rior upon e,1rrh., you may thus report the 
fentim.ents of th~ Arabians to him that fent 
you. 

You ma.y tell him,. that, as to the land 
which we inhabit., it is neither the gift of 
hin1 nor any of his forefathers; ,ve hold 
it from our anceftors, who receiYcd it in 
tur11 from theirs, by the common laws of 
nature, which has adapted particular coun .... 
tries and foils not only to man, but to all 
the various animals ,vhich fhe has produced. 
l f, therefore, your king imagines that he 
has a right to retain the country which be 
and his people now inhabit, by the fame tc ... 

- :1ure do the Arabians hold the fov~rrignty 
of thefe barren fands; where the bones of 
their anceftors have been buried, even frorn , 
the firfi creation of the worJcl. But you 
have dcfcribed to us in porn pous 1anguag~, 

thr'~ 
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the extraordinary power and riches of your 

king: according to you, he not only com­

mands numerous and well-appointed troops 

of warlike men,_ furnifhed with every f pe­

cies of military fiores, hut he alfo po!fefics 

immenfe heap~ of g0ld, fil ver.,, and other 

pr1.-cious com n1odi ties, and his country af­

fords him an incd-1aufliblc fupply of corn " 

and oil and wine, and all the other con ve­

nicnces of life., If, there fore, this reprc­

fcntation be falfe, you mufi appear a vain 

and def picable babbler, \.vho, being induced 

by no- fufficient reafon, have come hither 

of your own accord to a111 ufe us, a plain 

and fimpl.e race of men, with fpccious tales 

and fables ; but if your words be true,, 

your king muft be equally unjufl and fool­

iili, who, already poffciling all thefe ad­

vantages, doth ilill infatiably grafp afteu 

more; and enj0ying fo many good things 

with eafe and fecurity to himfelf, will ra­

ther put thern all to the hazard, than re­

p refs :•" vain defires of his own intolera­

ble avarice. .A.s to the tribute which you 
haYc 
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have demanded, what you have already 
feen of the Arabians and their country may 
afford you a f ufficient anfwer. You f1:e 
that we have neither cities, nor fields, nor 
ri vcrs, nor wine, nor oil; gold and fil ver 
are equally unknown among us; and the 
Arabians, abandoning all thefe things to 
other men, have, at the fame time, deli­
vered themfel ves from the neceffi ty of being 
flaves, which is the general law by which 
all other mortals retain their poffeffions. \Ve 
have, therefore, nothing which we can fend 
as a tribute but the fands of thefe our de­
ferts, and the arrows and lances with which 
lVe have hitherto defended them from all 
invaders. lf thefe are treafures worthy of 
his acceptance, he may lead his conquering 
troops to rake poffeffion of our country. 
But he will find men who are not fofcencd 
by luxury, or vanquifhed by their own 
vices; men., who prize their liberty at a 
d earer rate than all otlier mortals do their 
riches or their lives; Jnd to whom difho­
nour is more formiduble than wounds and 

death. 
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death. If he can vanquiih f uch men, it· 

will, however, become his prudence to ·re­

flelt, whether he can vanquiili the obfiaclcs 

which nature herfelf has oppofed to his am­

bition. If attempting to pafs our deferts, 

he will have to firuggle with · famine and . 

conf urning thirfi; from which no . enemy 

has hitherto efcaped, even when he has 

failed to perifh by _the arrows of the Ara 00 

bians. 
Happy and generous people, exclaimed 

Sophron., how well do they deferve the li­

berty ,they enjoy! : vVith fuch fentiments 

they need not fear the attack of kings or 

conquerors. It .is the vices of men, and 

not the weaknefs of their nature, that bafely 

enflave -them. to their equals; and he that 

p~izes liberty beyond a few contemptibic 

pleaf ures of his fenfes, may be certain that 

no human force can ever bereave him, of fo 

great a ~ood. 
Sue h fentiments, replied Cha res, con- -

vince mr that I have not made a falfe ef­

timate of the inhabitants of thef c . moun- · -
-t a1nous , 
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· ta!r:ous d-ifiri t~-,~ It ts for thi<· reafon that· 
I \ 1ve been 1, r:irti.:u!ar in t he defcription 
of Egy}Jt , n · An·.bia. I wifned to know 
whether the general fpint of indolence and. 
pt./ illanirr ity had infected the hardy inha­
bitants of Lebanon: but frorn the generous 
entbufi rr fm v;hich animates your counte­
nance at the recital of noble actions, as ,vell 
as from what I ha v-e experienced you are 
capable of attempting, I trufl: that thefe f0-
litary fcenes are uninfected with the vices 
that have deluged the refi of A fia, and 
bent- its inhc1:Jitants to the yoke. 

Here the impatience of Tommy, which 
had been increafing a confiderable time, 
could no longer be reftraincd, and he could 
not help interrupting the ftory, by addreffing 
Mr. Barlow thus: : 

To.i\IMY. 

Sir y you-will give me leave to afk you a. 
qucftion? 

Mr. BARLO\V., 

As many as you choofe~ 
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Tol\U,1 x. 

In all thefe fiorics ,iich I have htard~ 

it feems as if thof~ na: ons, that ha v1;· little 

or nothing, are n1ore good-natured,., and 

better, and braver,, than tho[e that have a. 

great deal. 
IV1 r. BAR L o w. 

This is indeed fomctimes the cafe. 

ToMMY. 

But then, why fnould it not be the caie· 

here, as \vell as in other places? Are all the 

poor in this courtry better than the rich? 

Ic fhould feem, anfwered l\tlr. Barlow fmi ... 

ling, as if you were of that opinion .. 
TOMMY. 

\Vhy fo, fir? 
i.r r. B AR L o ,v. 

Becaufe, whatever you want to have done, 

I obferve, that you al ways addrefs yourfdf 

to the poor, and not to the r~ch. 

TOMMY. 

Yes) fir, but that is a different cafe. The 

poor are ufed to do many things which the 

rich never do~ 
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Mr. BARLOW., 

An~ thofe things .ufeful, or not ufeful ? 
ToM11.1Y. 

Why, to be fure, many of them are ex­
tremely ufeful; for, fince I have acquired 
fo much knowle,dge, I find they cultivate the 
ground to raife corn, and build houfes, and 
harnmer iron, which is fo neceffary to make 
every thing _we ufe; befides feeding cattle, 
and dreffing our vilt:uals, and wafhing our . 
clothes, and, in fhort., doing every thing 
which is neceffary to be µone . 

Mr. BAR L o,v .. 
What, do .the poor do all thefe things? 1 

TOMMY, 

Yes, indeed, or elfe they never -would be -
done. For it would be .a very ungentee l 
t hing to labour at _a forge like a blackfmith, , 
or hold the plough like a farmer, or puild 
an houfe like a bricklayer. 

Mr. BARLO\V. 

And did not you build an houfe in my . 
garden fome little time ago? 

TQMM Yo . 
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TOMMY. 

Yes, fir; but that was only for my amufe- . 

ment. It was not intended for any body to . 

Ii ve in. 
Mr. BAR Lo \V. 

So you ftill think it the firft qualification . 

of a gentleman never to do any thing ufe­

ful; and he that does any thing with thaJ: 

defign ceafes to be a gentleman ? 
Tommy looked a little aihamed at this., . 

but he faid it was not fo much his own opi­

nion, as that of the other young gentlemen '" 

and ladies with whom he had converfed. 

But, replied Mr. Barlow, you afked jufi: , 
now which were the beft, the rich or the . 

poor; but if the poor provide food, and 

clothing, and houfes, and every thing elfe, 

Flot only for themfelves but for all the rich, 

while the rich do nothing at all, it muft ap­

pear that the poor are better than the rich. 

TOMMY. 

Yes, fir ; but then the poor do not aet in 

that manner out of kindnefs, but becaufe 

they are obliged to ic9 . 
Mr. 
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M·r. BAR Low. 
That, indeed, is a better argument th:1n 

you fornetimes ufe. But tell me which frt 
of people would you prefer, thofe that are 
always doing ufefu l things becaufc they are 
ohl iged to it, or thole who never do any thing 
ufeful at all?. 

To:-.r MY. 

Indeed, fir, I hardly know what to fay; 
but when l afked the q ueflion, Id id not fo 
n1uch mean the doing ufeful thing -. .-But 
now I think on ir, the rich do a great deal 
of good by buying the things of the poor, 
and giving them money in return • 

Mr. BAR LOW°' 

_,vhat is money ? 
To::\IMY. 

Money, fir, money 1s--I believe little 
pieces of fil yer and gold,. with an head u pen 

them. 
Mr. BAR Lo,v. 

And what is the ufe of thGfe little piec~s 
~f filver and gold? 

TOM.MY. 
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TOMMY. 

Indeed I do not know that they are of any 

1 fc ; but L vc ry ho<l y has agreed to tak c the n1, 

nt <l thc1ciorc you IDJY 01.iY V, ith then1 \Vhat-

evcr you want. 
I\lr. B.ARLc,v. 

Then, accordi1.g to your bft account, the 

goodnefs of tl1c rich confiCT:s in taking froin 

the poor houfcs, clothes, and food, and giv·­

ing then1 in return little bits of filvcr a11d 

gold, which arc really good for nothing? 

ToMr ... 1.v. 

Yes, fir; but then the poor can t,tke· 

thefe pieces of n1oney and purchafe every 

thing which they want. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

You mean~ that if a poor rnan has money 

in his pocket
3 

he can always exchange it for 

clothes, or food, or any other nece:ffary. 

To:,,.il\1·1. 

Indeed I do, fir. 
Mr. BAR LOW·. 

But who muft he buy them of?-For, ac­

cording to-your account, the rich never pro .. 
duce 
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duce any of thefe things : therefore, the ­
poor, if they want to purchafe them, can , 
only do.it of each other. 

T0.:\1 ~I Y. 

But, fi r, I can not, think th :H is a I ways the 
t:afe; for-, _ I ha,ve been along \Vith my mam­
n1a to fhops, \vhere there were fine powder­
ed gcntlen1en and ladies that fold things to 
other people, and livery fervants, and young 
J.1dies that played upo11 the harpfichord like_ 
~lifs ~Iatilda11 

Mr. BAR LO\V. 

But, my good little friend, do you i m;i­
gi ne that thefe -fine powdered gentlemen and 
ladies made the things which they fold? 

TOM.MY. 

That, fir, I cannot tell, but I fbou!d ra­
ther imagine not; for all the fine people I 
have ever feen are too much afraid of fpoil­
ing their clothes to work. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

All that they do, then, is to employ 
poorer perfons to work for them, while they 
Qnly fell what is produced by their labour. 

- So 
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:C So that ftill you fee we reach no farther than 

n this ; the rich do no.thing :ind produce no­

thing, and the poor every thing that is really 

u feful. \,Vere the re a \,v hole nation 0f rich 

people, they would aH be Ha.rvcd like the _ 

. Spaniard in the fiory, becaufc no one would 

. condefcend to produce any thing : and this 

would happen in fpite of all their money, 

unlcfs they had neighbour·s who were poorer 

e to fu ppl y them. But a nation that wa::; poor 

lllight be indufl:rious~ and gradually fupp!y 

thcmfel ves with all they wanted ; and thc11; 

it would be of little eonfeq~1ence whethcr-

o they had pieces of n1etal with heads upon._ 

them or not.--But this converfation has. 

lafl:ed long enough at prefent; and, as you 

are now going to bed, I dare fay Mifs Sim-.. 

monds will be fo good as to defer the re­

mainder of her fiory until to-morrow. 

The next day Tommy rofe before his fa_ ' 
thcr and mother, and, as his imagination 
had been forciblya~1ed on by the defcription 

he had heard of the 1\rabian horfemen, he 

dcfired his little horfo might be faddled, and 

that 
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that Vlilliam, his father's man, -..vould attend 
him upon a ride. Unfortunately for 'T'ommy, 
his vivacity was greater than his reafon, and 
hi~ carte f0.r imitatio:-i was conri1unlly iL ading 
hirn into fome mifchief or n1isfortune. He 
had no fooner been introduced ir!to the ac­
quainrance of genteel life, than he threw 
a :1~~c all his former habitsJ and burnt to 
diftinguif11 hi1nLlf as a mof1 acco1npli!hed 
young gentlen1an. IIe was now, in turn, 
fickened and rlifgufied V/I th fa!hionablc af­
fectation; and his n1ind, at 1eifure for frdh 
imprcffions, was ready to catch at the firft 
new objcc:1 which occurred. The idea, 
therefore, which prefented itfelf to his 'mind, 
as foon as he opened his eyes, was that cf 
being an Arabian horfeman. N orbing he 
imagined could equal the pleafureof guiding 
a fiery !teed over thofe irnmenfe and defolare 
wafies which he had heard defcribed. In 
th~ mean time, as the country where L,c 
,\ifbed to exhibit was rather at too great a 
difl:ancc, he thought he might excite fume 
~pplaufe eyen upon the co1ni.non before h!-s 

father's 
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father's houfe. Full of this idea, he rofc, 
put on his boots, and fummoned \i\Tilliam • 
to attend him. "\Villiam had been too much 
accufiomed to humour all his caprices, to 
make any difficulty of obeying him; and, 
as he had ofren ridden out '?ith his young 
matter before, he did not forefee the Jeaft 
poffibk inconvenience. But the maternal 
care of i\1rs. Merton had made it an indif­
pcnfable condition \\ ith her ion, that he 
:fhould never prefumeto ride withfpurs,and 
ihe had {hi d ly c:njoined all the fcrvants ne­
ver to L:pply him with thofe dangerous in1-
pkrnents. Tommy had long murmured in 
fecret at this prohibition, which feemed to 
imply a di !l rufi of his abilities in horfen1an­
:fhip, \\ hich fenfibly wounded his pride. 
But, fince he had taken it into his head to 
emulate the Arabs themfelvec;, and perhaps 
excel them in their O\Vl1 art, he confidered it 
as no loi1ger poffible to endure the difgrace. 
But, as he \\'as no ftranger to the :!trict: in­
jundion which had been given to all the 
fcrvants, he did not dare to make the ex-

penmcnc 
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periment of fol.iciting their afli !l-ance. V,.! hi'lc 
:he was in this embarraffment, a new and 
f udden expedient prefented i tfe If to his fertile 
genius, wh-ich he in!lantly refol ved to adopto 
Tommy went to his rnamma's maid, and~ 
without clifficuI ty 0btained from her a couple 
-of the biggeft pi1'1s, which he thrufi ,through 
the leather of his boots, and, thus accoutred, 
.he mounted his horfe without f ufpicion or 
-obfervation. Tommy had not -ridden far 
before he began to gi ve ·veht;to his reigning 
paffion, and afked '·Williatn i.f he had ever 
feen an Arabian on hotfeback. The anfwer 
o f William fufficiently proved hi·s ignorance, 
which Tommy kind1y undertook to remove 
by giving him a detail of all the particulars 
he had heard-the preceding night ; but, un­
fortunately, the eloquence of Tommy preci­
p itated hin1 into a dangerous experiment ; 
for, juft as he was defcribiMg their rapid 
fl ight acrofs t he deferts, the -intereft of his 
fubjec.1 fo tranfported him, that he clofed his 

; legs upon his little horfe>and pricked him in 
fo fenfible a manner, that the p0ney, who 

was 
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'was not deficient in fpirit, refented the at­
·tack, and °fet off ,rith him at a prodigious 
rate . vVilliam, when he faw his mafier thus 
burft forth, was at a lofs -whether to confider 
it as an .accident,or only an oratorical.grace -; 
but feeing the horfe hurrying along the 
rougheft part of the common, while Tommy 
·tugged in vain to ,reftrain his efforts, he 
thought it necdI:1ry to endeavour toove,rtake, 
and therefore purfued him with all the fpeed 
he could ufe. But th•e poney, whofe blood 
fee:1ned to be only the 1nore inflamed by the 
violenc-e of his -0wn exertions, ran the faficr 
when he heard the trampling of another 
horfe behind him. In this manner did 
Tomn1y fcamper over the co·mmon, while 
Willia1n purfued in vain ; for., ju'ft as 'the 
fe.rvant thought he had ·reached his -mafter, 
his horfe would puih forward with f uch ra­
pidity as left his pu·rfuerfi.tr behind. Tommy 
kept his feat with infinite addrefs, but he 
now began feriou CT y to repent of his own un ... 
governable arnbition, and would, with •the 
.greateft .pleaf-ure., have exchanged ·his own 

fpirited 
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fpirited fiecd for the dulleCT: afs in England. 
The race had now endured a confiderablc 
time, and feemed to be no nearer to a con­
cl ufion, when, on a f udden, the poney 
turned fhort, upon an attempt of his ma:fter 
to :ftop him, and rufhcd precipitately into a 
large bog, or quagmire_, which was full be­
fore hin1; here he made a momentary halt, 
and '1 ommy w ife1 y embraced the opportu­
nity of letting himfelf i1ide off upon a foft 
and felJin~~ bed of mire. The fcrvant now 
came up to Tommy, and reicued him from 
his difagre·cablc fituation, ,vhere, however, 
he had fecci ved no other darnage than that 
of daubing him~elf all over. \Villiam had 
been at firft very tnt!ch frightened at the 
danger of his mafitr i but when he -fa w that 
he had fo luckily cfcapcd all hurt, he could 
not help afking him, with a [mile, \Yhethcr 
th is too was a it roke of Arabian ½orfr:na.1 i11i p. 
Tommy ,,as a l1t~le pro :;okcd at this re- . 
flec1:ion upon his horfcmJnfhip; but, as he 
had no\v lofl fomcthing of h1::i irritability hy 
repeated 1nortification, h'e wifely repreffcd . 

hi~ 
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his paffion, and dcfired Vvilliam to catch his 
horfe, while he returned homew.ards on foot 
to warm himfrlf. The fervant., therefore, 
endeavoured to approach the poney, who .. 
as if contented with the triumph he had ob .. 
tained over his rider, was quietly feeding at 
a little difh-tnce; but., the inftant v\Tillian1 
approached, he fat off again at a violent rate, 
and feemed difpofed to lead him a fecond 
chafe, not inferior to the firft. 

In the mean time, Tommy walked pen­
:fively along the common, reflecl:ing upon the 
v~rious accidents which had befallen him, 
and the repeated difappointments he h~d 
found in all his attempts to diftingui111 him .. 
felf. ,vhile he \.Vas thus engaged, he over­
took a poor and ragged figure, the fingularity 
of whofe appearance engaged his attention. 
It was a man of middle age, in a drcfs he had 
never feen before, with two poor children 
that feemed with difficulty to keep up with 
him, while he carried a third in his arms, 
whofe pale, emaciated looks, fufficiently de­
clared difeafeand pain. The man had upoh· 

VOL. III. E his 
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his head a coarfe blue bonnet inftead of an 
hat; he was wrapped round by a tattered 
kind of garment, ftriped with various co­
lours, and, at his fide, hung down a long 
and formidable fword. Tommy furveyed 
him with fuch an earnefl: obfervation, that 
at length the man took notice of it, and., 
bowing to him with the grcatcfi civility, 
ventured to aik him if he had met \Yith any 
ace iden t, that he appeared in a diforder \\ hich 
fuited fo little \:rith his quality. Tommy 
was not a little pkafed with the difcernment 
of the man, that could diftinguifh his im­
portance inf pitcofthe dirtincfsofhis clothes, 
and therefore mildly anf\vcred; No, friend, 
there is not much the matter. I have a little 
obfiinate horfc that ran away with me, and, 
after trying .in vain to thro\V me down, he 
plunged into the middle of that great bog 
there, and fo I jumped cffforfcar ofl-- eing 
f·vallowcd up, othc:rwife.I fhould foon have 
m ade him fubrnit; for I am ufed to fuch 
things, and don't mind them in the Ieaft. 
Here the child that the man was carrying 

began 
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began to cry bitterly, and the father endea.­
voured to pacify him, but in vain. Poor 
thing, faid To1nrny, he feems not to be 
well-I am heartily forry for hirn !-Alas, 
rnafler 1 anfwered the man, he is not weII» 
indeed; he has now a violent ague fit upon 
him, and I have not had a morfe I of bread to 
give him, or any of the reft, fince yefierday 
noon. To·1my was na .. ural:,,; 6 ·::·crous, and 
now his mind was unufually foftened ~y the 
remembrance of his own recent difire Tes; he 
therefore pulled a f11illing'out of his-pocket., 
and gave it to the man, fayingJ Here, 1ny 
hone.ft friendJ here is fomethin~ !:obey yoar 
child fome food, and I finccrely wifh he 
may foon recover. God blefs your fweet 
face! faid the man ; you are the beft friend I 
have feen this many a day ; but for this kind 
aili!l:ance we might have been all loft. I-Ie 
then, w i th man y b 0 w s and th a 11 ks, fl r , 1 ck 
acrofs the common into~ .... ,iflerenc path; and 

, Tommy \.\'ent forward, feclr i.g a greater piea­
furc: at this little ad of humanity than he had 

b long been acquainted with an,ong all the 
: E 2 fine 
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fine acquaintance he had lately contracted . 
But he had walked a very little way with 
thefe reflections, before he met with a new 
adventure ; a flock of fheep was running 
with all the precipitation which fear could 
infpire from the purfuit of a large dog; and 
juft as Tommy approached, the dog had 
overtaken a lamb, and fee med dif po fed to 
devour it. Tommy was naturally an ene­
my to all cruelty, and therefore running to­
wards the dog, with more alacrity than pru­
dence, he endeavoured to drive hitn from his 

1 prey. But the animal, who probably de­
fpifed the diminutive fize of his adverfary, 
after growling a little while and fb.o\ving his 
teeth, when he found that this ·was not fuf­
ficient to deter him from intermeddling, en­
tirely quitted the fheep; and, making a fud­
den f pring,feized upon the ikirt of Tommy's 
coat, which he :lhook with every expreilion 
of rage. Tommy behaved with more in­
trepidity than could have been expected, for 
he neither cried out nor attempted to run, 
but made his utmofi: efforts to difengage 

himfelf 
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hi mfelf fron1 his enemy. But as the conteft 
was fo unequal, it is probable he \.vould have 
been feverely bitten, had not the honefl: 
ftranger, whom he had relieved come run­
ning up to his ailiflance, and feeing the dan­
ger of his benefac-1:or, laid the dog dead at 
his feet bv a furious ftrokc of his broad-, 

fword. Tommy, thus delivered from the 
impending danger, cxpreffcd his gratitude to 
the fhanger in the mo!r affectionate manner., 
and defired him to accompany him to his 
father's houfe; where he and his wearied 
children fhou}J recci v~ ,v hatcver refreiliment 
thev wii11ed. He then turned his eves to J 

• 

the larnb which had been the caufe of the 
conteft, and lay panting upon the ground, 
bleeding and wounded, but not to death, 
and remarked, \v it h afion iib ment, upon his 
fleece, the we-II-known characters of H. S. 
accompanied with a crofs ! As I live, faid 
Tommy, 1 believe this is the very Iamb· 
which I-Iarry ufed to be fo fond of, and 
,vhich ufed fomctimes,to follow him to Mr. 
l3arlow,~. I ~lm the Iuckiefl: frllow in the 

F. 3, ,vorld., 
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world, to have come in time to deliver him; 
and now, perhaps, Harry may forei ve rr1e 
al! the ill ufage he has met with. Saying this, 
he took the lamb up, and kiifed it v,ith the 
g1 eatefi tendernefs; nay, he would have even 
borne it home in his arms, had it not been 
rather too heavy for his firength : but the 
11oneft firanger, \"\,ith a grateful officioufnefs, 
offered his fcrvices, and prevailed on Tom­
my to let him carryit, ,vhile he delivered 
his child to the biggeft of its brothers. 

,vhen Tommy was now arrived within a 
little diftance of his home, he met his father 
and Nlr. Barlow, who had left the houfe to 
enjoy the morning air before breakfaft. 
They were furpri-fed to fee him in fuch an 
epuipage; for the dirt, which had befpattered 
him fro1n head to foot, began to dry in va­
rious places, and gave him the appearance of 
a farmer's clay-built wal I in the ace of hard­
ening. But Tbmmy, without giving them 
time to rnake inquiries, ran affecl:ionately up 
to ~Ir. Barlow, and taking him by the hand, 
faid, Oh, fir! here is the luckieCT: accident in 

the 
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the world-poor Harry Sand ford's favourite 
lamb would have been killed by a great 

mifchievous dog, if I had not happened to 
come by and fave his life. And \\.·ho is this 

honeH man, faid Mr. Merton, whom you 

have picked up on the common? He feems 

to be in diftrefs, and his famiilied children 

are fcarcely able to drag themfelves along. 

Poor man l anfwered Tommy, I atn very 

n1uch obliged to him; for, when I went to 
fave Harry's lamb, the dog attacked me, and 

would have hurt me very much, if he had 

not come to my- affifiance, and killed him 

with his great f word. So I have brought 

him with me, that he might refrefh himfelf 

with his poor children, one of which ~as a 

terrible ague. For I knew, pa pa, though I 
have not behaved well of late, you would 

not be againft my doing an aEt of charity. 

I am, on the contrary, very glad, faid Mr. 

Merton, to fee you have fo much gratitude 
in your temper. But what is the reafon that 

I fee you thus disfigured with dirt l Surely 
you mufi have been riding, and your horfe 

£ 4 have 



J 04 THE H l STORY O :F 

have thrown you? And fo it is, for here is 
'\Vil1ian1 following with both the horfes in 
a foam. "\Vi1Iia1n at that 1noment appear­
ed, and, trotting up to his rnafier, began to 
n1ake excufes for hi3 own iliarc in the bufi­
r.efa. Indeed, fir, faid he, I did not think 
there was the lcafr harm in going out \Yith 
mafter Tommy; and we \Vere riding along 
as quietly as poilible, and mafier was giv­
jng me a long account of the Arabs; \.rho, 
he faid, lived in the fineft country in the 
v,:orld, which does not produce any thing 
to eat, or drink, or wear; and yet they ne­
ver want or come upon the parifh; but 
ride the mofi mettled horfcs in the world, 
fit to ftart for any plate in England. And 
jufl: as he vvas giving me this account, 
Punch took it into his head to run away) 
and while I was endeavouring to catch him, 
he jumped in to a quagmire, and fhot mafier 
Tom my off in the middle of it. No, faid 
Tommy, there you mifiake; I believe I 
could rnanage a much more fpirited horfe 
than Punch ; but I thought it prudent to 

throw· 
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throw myfelf off, for. fear of his plunging 
deeper in the mire. But how is this? faid. 
1vlr. Merton. The poney ufed to be the 
quieteft of horfes; what can have given 
him this fudden impulfe to run a way ? 
Sure, vVillia1n, you were not fo imprudent 
as to trufi: your mafter with fpurs? No, . 
fir, anf wered \Villiam, not I, and I can 
take my oath he had no f purs on when we 
fet out. Mr. ~1erton was convinced there 
was fon1e myfrery in this tranfacrion, and 
looking at his fan to find it out, he at 
length difcovercd . the. ingenious- contri­
vance of Tommy to fupply the place of 
fpurs, and could hardly preferve his gra- ­
vity at the fight. He however n1ildly 
fet before him his imprudence, which might 
have been attended with the 1nofl fatal con­
fequences, the fracture of his limbs, or even 
the lofs of his 1 ife, and deflred him for the · 
future to be more cautious. They then 
returned to the houfe, and Mr. 11crton or- . 
dered the fervants to .fuppl y his guefls \r ith' i 
plenty of the n10.ft nourifhing food . . A fter · 
"'. 1:.. 5 b.reak . 

-
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breakfafi, they fent for t:ie unhappy firanger 
i nto the parlour, v·hofe countenance now 
befpoke his fati-sfaction and gratitude; and 
1'.1r. Merton, who, by his drefs and accent, 
difcovered him to be an inhabitant of Scot­
land, dcfired to know by what accident he 
had thus wandered fo far from home with 
thefe poor helplefs children, and had been 
reduced to fo much mifery. Alas ! your 
11onour,anf\.vered theman,I fhould ill deferve 
the favours you have :{hown me, if I at­
tempted to conceal any thing from fuch 
worthy benefadors. My tale, however, is 
:fimple and uninterefiing, and I fear there 
can be nothing in the flory of my difirefa 
the leaft deferving of your attention. Surely> 
faid Mr. Merton, with the moft benevo­
lent courtefy, there muft be fomething 
i n the diflrefs of every honeft man which 
ought to interefi: his fellow-creatures : and 
if you will acquaint us with all the cir­
cumfiances of your fituation., it may per­
haps be within our power, as it certrunly is 
in our inclinations1 to do you farther fer-

v1ce, , 
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vice. The man then bowed to the com­

pany with an air of dignity which furprifed 

them all, and thus began :-I was born in 

that part of our if1and which is called the 

North of Scotland. The country there, 

partly from the barrennefs of the foil and 

the inclemency of the .feafons, and partly 

from other caufes. which I will not now 

· enumerate, is unfavourable to vhe exiflence , 

of its inhabitants. More than half the year 
our mountains are covered with continual 

fnows, which prohibit the ufe of agricul-_ 

ture, or blafl: the expectations of an harveft. 

Yet the race of men which inhabit thefe• 

dreary wilds are perhaps not more unde­
ferving the f miles of fortune than many 

of their happier neighbours. Accufl:omed 

to a life of toil and hard 01 i p, their bodies 

are braced by the inceifant difficulties they 

have to encounter, and their minds ~main 

untainted by the exam.t'1.; of their more 

luxurious neighbours. They are bred up 

from infancy with a cieference and refpecl: 

for their parents, and with a mutual fpirit 

E 6 of 
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of endearment towards their equals, which 
I have not remarked in happier climates. 
Thefe circumfiances expand and elevate 
the mind, and attacn the highlanders to 
their native mountains with a warmth of 
affeclion, which is fcarcely known in the 
midft ofpolifhed cities and cultivated coun­
tries. Every man there is more o-r lefs 
acquainted with the hiftory of his clan, and 
the martial exploits which they have per­
formed. In the \Vinter feafon we fit around 
the blazing light of our fires, and comme­
morate the glorious actions of our ancef­
tors; the children catch the found, and 
confider themfcl ves as interefied in fup­
porting the honour of a nation, which is yet­
unfullied in the annals of the world, and 
refolve to tranfmit it equally pure to their 
pofterity. With thefe impreffions, which 
were the earliefl: I can remember, you can­
not wonder) gentle1nen, that I lhould early 
imbibe a fpirit of entcrprife and a Jove of 
arms. My father was, indeed, poor, but 
lie had been himfrlf a fo]dier, and therefore 

did 
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did not fo firenuoufly oppofe my growing 
inclinations. He indeed fee before me 
the little chance I iliould have of promo­
tion, and the innumerable difficulties of my 
intended profeilion. But what ,vere diffi~ 
cul ties to a your h brought up to f u bfifr 
upon an handful of oatmeal, to drink the 
waters of the fiream, and to fleep,. furoud:­
ed in my plaid, beneath the arch of an. 
impending rock! I fee, gentlemen, con­
tinued th~ highlander, that you appear 
f urprifed to hear a man, who has fo little­
to recommend hin1, exprefs himfclf in ra­
ther loftier language than you are accuf-. 
tamed to among your peafantry here. But­
you fhould remember that a certain degree of 
education is more general in Scotland than 
where you live; and that, wanting almoft 
all the gifts of fortune, we cannot afford to 
fuffer thofc of nature to remain unculti vateda . 
vVhen, therefore, my father faw that the 
determined bent of n1y temper was towards_· 
a military life, he thought it vain to op­
pofe my inclinations. He even, perhapso _ 

_in-
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involuntarily cheriilied them, by explaininig 
to me, during the long leifure of our dreary 
winter, fome books which treated of mili­
tary fcicnces and ancient hiftory. From 
thefe I imbibed an early love of truth and 
honour, which I hope has not abandoned 
me fince; and, by teaching me what brave 
and virtuous men have f uffcred in every 
age and country, they have, perhaps, pre­
vented n1e from entirely finking under my 
misfortunes. 

One night in the autumn of the year, as 
we were feared round the embers of our fire., 
we heard a knocking at the door. My fa_ 
ther r0fe, and a man of a majeftic prefence 
came in, and requefted permiffion to pafs. 
the night in our cottage. He told us he 
,vas an Englifh officer who had long been 
ftationed in the highlands; but now, upon 
the breaking out of war, he had been fent 
for in hafie to London, whence he was to 
embark for America as foon as he could be 
joined by his regiment. This1 ' fa!d he., 
has been the reafon of my travelling later 

than 
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than prudence permits in a mountancous 
country with which I am imperfeEtly ac .. 
quainted. I have unfortunately loft my,. 
way, and, but for your kindnefs, added he, 
fmiling, I muft here begin my campaign, 
and pafs the night upon a bed of heath 
amid the mountains. My father rofe, and 
received the officer with all the courtefy 
he was able; for in Scotland every man 
thinks himfelfhonoured by being permitted 
to exercife his hof pitality; he told him his 
accommodations were mean and poor,. but 
what he had was heartily at his fervice • . 
He then fent me to look after his vifitor's 
horfe, and fet before him fome milk and 
oaten bread,_ which were all the dainties we 
poifeffed: our gucft, however, feemed to 
feed upon it with an appetite as keen as if 
he had been educated in the highlands; and,. 
what I could not help remarking with afi:o'"!' 
n iihrnent, although his air and manners 
proved that he could be no £hanger to a 

more delicate way of living, not a fingle 

word fell from him that intimated he had 
ever 
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~ver been ufed to better fare. During the 
evening he entertained us with various ac­
·counts of the dangers he had already ef­
caped, and the fervice he had feen. He 
particularly defcribcd the manners of the 
favage tribes he was going to encounter in. 
America, and the nature of their warfar6 
All this, accornpanied with the tone and 
look of a man that was familiar with great 
events, and had borne a confiderable ihare 
in all he related, fo inflamed my 1nilitary 
ardour, that I was no longer capable of re .. 
preffing it. The ftranger perceived it, and, 
looking at me with an air of tendernefs and 
compaffion, a!ked if that young man was 
intended for the fervice. My colour rofe, 
and my heart immediately fr'i'e11ed at the 
queftion : the look and n1anner of our 
gueft had fl:range1 y intercfted me in his fa~ 
vour, and the natural grace and fimplicity 
with which he related his own exploits put 
me in mind of the great men of other 
times. Could I but march under the ban­
ners of f uch a leader~ 1 thought nothing 

'NOt.dd 
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would be too arduous to be atchieved. I 
fa w a long perf pec'ti ve before n1e uf com­
bats, difficulties, and dangers; iomething~ 
ho we\'er, whifpered to my mind that I 
ihould be fucccfsful in the end) and fupport 
the reputation of our name and clan. Full 
of thefe ideas> I fprang fonvards at the 
queflion, and told the officer that the darling 
pafTion of n1y life would be to bear arms 
under a chief like him ; and that, if he 
would fuffer me to enlifl under his com­
nrnnd, I fl1ould be ready to juf1ify his kind­
nefs by patiently fupporting every hardfhip,­
and facing every danger. Young man, re ... 
plied he> ·with a look of kind concern, there 
is not an officer in the army that would not 
be proud of fuch c1 recruit; but I fhould ill 
repay the hof pi t::l i ty I have received from 
your parents, if I fuffered you to be dc­
cci vcd in your oµinion of the military pro­
frffion. He then fet before me, in the 
flrongdt language, all the hardfhips which 
would be my lot; the dangers of the field , 
the pdlilcnce of camps, the flow confum ... 

1ng 
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ing languor of hofpitals, the infolence of 
command, the mortification of fuhordina­
tion, and the uncertainty that the exertions 
of even a long life would ever lead to 
the leaft promotion. All this, replied I,. 
trembling with fear that rriy father ihould 
~ake advantage of thefe too juft reprefent­
ations to refufe his confent, I k 1et:w be­
fore; but I feel an irrefiftible impulfe within 
me which compels me to the field. 'fhe 
die is caft for life or death, and I will abide 
by the chance that now occurs. If you.II, 
fir, refufe me, I will, however, cnlift with 
the: firft officer thc:1.t will accept me; for I 
will no longer wear out life amid the foli­
tude of thefe furro-unding mountains., with­
out even a chance of meriting applaufe., or 
diftinguHhing my name. 

The officer then defified from his oppo­
fition_. and, turning to my parents, aiked 
them if it were with their confent that I was 
going to enlifi. My mother burft into 
tears, and my fifiers hung about me weep­
ing; my father replied, ,vith a deep 

figh, 

. 
It 
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figh, I have long experienced that lt 1s 

vain to oppof c the decrees of Providence. 

Could n1y perfua.fions have availed, he would 

have remained contented in thefe moun­

tains; but that is now impoilible, at leaft 

till he has purchafed wifdom at the price of 
his blood. If therefore., fir, you do not 

def pife his youth and mien, take him with 
you, and let hi1n have the advantage of 

your example. I have been a fo]dier my­
felf, and .I can affure you, with truth, that 

I have ne.ver feen an officer under whom I 

would more gladly 1narch than yourfelf" 

Our guefi made a polite reply to my father,. 

and infiantly agreed to receive me. He 

then pulled out a purfe, and offering it to 

my father, faid, The common price of a 
recruit is now five guineas, but fo well am 
I fatisfied with the app@arance of your fon,. 

and the confidence you repofe in me, that 

I muft infiil- upon your accepting what is 

contained in this purfe : you will dif pofe of 

it as you pkafe for your mutual ad vantage. 

Before 
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Before I depart to-morrow, I wiil give 
fuch directions as m:iy enable him to join 
the regiment, which is now preparing to 
march. He then requdted that he might 
-retire to reft, and my father would have 
rcfigned rhe only bed he had in the houfe to 
his gucft; but he abfolutcly refuf"ed, and 
faid, \Vou1d you fhame me in the eyes of 
n1y new recruit? \Vhat is :1 fc1dier good for 
that cannot fleep without a bed? The time 
will foon arrive \rhen I ihall think a com­
fortable roof and a little firaw, an enviable 
luxury. I therefore raifrd him as con­
venient a couch as I was able to make with 
heath and [haw; and, wr::ipping himfrlf up 
in his riding-coat, he threw himfclf down 
upon it, and Dept till 1norning. YVith the 
firfl: dawn of day he ro(e and departed, 
having firft given me the directions which 
were nccefiu-y to enable me to join the re­
gi1ncnt: but, before he went, my father> 
who was equally ch:irmed with his gencro­
fity and manners, prcffcd him to take back 

part 
O; 
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part of the money he had given us; this, 
however, he abfolurely refufed, and left us 
full of efi-eem and admiration. 

I will not, gentlemen, repeat the affecring 
fcene I had to u~1de 1 go in taking leave of 
my family and friends. It pierced me to 

the very heart; and then, for the fi rft time, 

I almofi repented at being fo near the ac­
complifr:ment of my wiil1es. I was, how­
ever, engaged, and determined to fulfil my 
engagement; I therefore tore myfelf from 
my family, having with difficulty pre­
,,ai Ied upon my father to accept of part of 
the money I had received for my enrolment. 
I will not trefpafs upon your time to de­
fcribe the various emotions which I felt at 
the crowd of new fenfations, which entered 
my mind along our march. I arrived with­
out an accident at London, the fplendid 
capital of this kingdom; but I could not 
there reftrain my aftoniiliment, to fee an im­
menfe people talking of wounds, of death, 
of battles, fieges, and conquefts, in the 
n1idft of feafis, and balls, and pu ppct-

fuows; 
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fhows; and calmly dt; ·•.-oring thoufand s of 

thei,r fellow-creatures to-periih by famine or 
the fword, while they confidered the lofs of 

a dinner, or the endurance of a ihowcr, as 
an exertion too great for human fortitude. 

I foon e½nbarked, and arrived, without 

any other accident than an horrible fi.cknefs, 

at the place of our defiination in America .. 

Here I j'oined my gallant officer, colonel 

Simmons, who had performed the voyage 

_ in another ihip.-Mifs Simmons, who was 

prefent at this narration, feemcd to be much 

intereHed at this mention of her own name; 

:fhe, however, did not exprefs her feelings, 

·arid the firangeJ proceeded with his fiery.­
The gentleman was, with juflice, the mofl 
beloved, and .the mofl deferving to be fo, 
of any officer I have ever known. 1n­
flexi ble in every thing that concerned the 

honour of the fervice, he never pardoned 

wilful miibehaviour, becaufe he knew that 
it was incompatible with mi Iitary di fcipline; 
yet, when obliged to punii11, he did it with 

fuch reluctance,, that he feemed to fuffer 
almoft 

11 ,, 
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almoft as much as the criminal. But, if 
his reafon impofed this juft and neceffary 
feverity, his heart had taught him another 
leffon in refpect to the private difireffes of 
his men. He vifited them in their fick .. 
neffes, relieved their miferies, and was a 
niggard of nothing but human blood ;­
but I ought to correct myfelf in that ex­
preffion, for he was rafhly laviih of -.his 
own., and to that we owe his untimely 
Iofs. 

I had not been long in America before 
the colonel, \.rho was perfectly acquainted 
with the language and manners of the fa­
vage tribes that border upon the Britifh co­
lonies, was fent upon an embaffy to one of 
their nations, for the purpofe of foliciting 
their alliance with Britain. It may, per­
haps, be not uninterefiing to you, gentle­
men, and to this my honourable little 
rnafier, to hear fome account of .a people 
\'rhofe manners and cu!loms are fo much 
the reverie of what you fee at home. As 
my worthy officer, therefore., contented with 

my 
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my affiduity and improve·ment in military 
kno"vledgei permitted me to have the ho­

nour of attending him, 1 will defcribe fome 

of the rnoft c4.rious facts which I was \ri t­
nefs to. 

You have, doubtlefs, heard many ac­

counts of the furprifing increafe of the 
Engli!h colonies in America; and, \Vhen we 

reflect that it is fcarcely an hundred years 
fince fome of them were efiablifhed, it rnuft 

be confeffed that they have made rapid 

improvements in clearing the ground of 
woods, and bringing it to cultivation. Yet, 

much as they have already done, the coun­

try is yet an i1nmenfe foreft, except imme­
diately upon the coafts. Thefe forefts ex­
tend on every fide to· a diftance that no hu­

man fagaciry or obfervation, has been able 

to determine. They abound in every f pe­
cies of tree which you fee in England, to 

v1hich may be added a great variety more 
which are unknown with us. Under their 

!hade is generally found a rich luxurious 

herbage, which ferves for pafture to a thou-
fand 

' I I 
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fand herds of animals. Here are feen elks., 
a kind of deer of the Iargcft fize, and buf­
faloes, a fpecies of wild ox, by thoufands., 
and even horfes, which, having been ori­
ginaliy brought over by the Spaniards, have 
efcaped from their fettlements and n1ulti­
plied in the \voods. 

Dear, faid Tommy, that n1uft be a fine 
country, indeed, where horfes run ,rild ; 
\\ hy, a ma_n might have one for nothing. 

ct And yet, faid 1Ir. 1,ferton, it ,vould be 
but of little ufe for a pcrf()n to have a wild 

, horfe, who is not able to manabo-e a tame ., 

0 

.. . 

one. 

Tommy made no anfwer to his father, 
and the rnan proceeded :-But the greateft 
curiofity of all this country is, in my opi­
nion, the various tribes or nations 1.~ hich in­
habit it. Bred up from their infancy to a 
life of equal hardinefs with the wild anin1als, 
they are almoft as robuft in thc=r confti­
tutions. Thefe various tribes inhabit little 
vill~ges which generally are featcd upon the 
b:111ks of rivers, and, thou6 h they cultivate 

\' 0 I. • I I I • f . fin a 11 



• 

1~2 'f'HE HISTORY OF 

f mall portions of land around their towns, 
they feek the greater part of their fub .. 
fifience from the chafe. In their perfons 
they are rather tall and f1ender, but admi­
rably well proportioned and aa:;ve, and 
their colour is a pale red, exadl y refembling 
copper, Tl~us accufiorned to roam about 
the woods, -and brave the inclemencies of 
the weather, as well as continually expofed 
to the attacks of their enemies, they acquire 
a degree of courage and fortitude which can 
fca1 ccly be conceived. It is noth111g to 
them to pafs whole days without a morfel 
of food, to lie "'hole nights upon the bare 
d3mp ground, and to fwim the wide.ft rivers 
in the depth of "inter. Money, indeed, 
and the greater part of wtnt we c, l1 the 
conycnicncics of life, they arc unacquainted 
v. ith; ncr can they conceive that one man 
ihould fervc another mere] y becaufc he has 
a fc\\ pieces of ihining metal; they ima­
gine, that the on!y juft diflinctions arife 
from fupc1ior courage and bodily perfec­
tions, and therefore thefe alone arc able 

lO 
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to engage their efteem. I fhall never for­
get the contempt which one of their chie[s 
expreifed at feeing an officer who was ra ... 
ther corpulent at the head of his men : 
\Vhat fools, faid he, are thcfe Europeans 
to be commanded by a man who is fo un­
weildy that he can neither annoy his ene­
mies nor defend his friends, and who is only 
fit to be a fcullion ! When they are at 
peace, they exercife the virtue of hofpitality 

n to a degree that might !hame more pol11ned 
0 nations : if a ft.ranger arr: v ·s at any of their 

towns, he enters into r he hrft habitation he 
pleafes, and is fure to be entertained with 
all the family poifefs. In this manner he 

;; might journey from one end of the conti­
nent to the other, and never fail a fr1L.1dly 

~ reception. 

'e 

10 

But, if their manners are gentle in peace, 
th e" . re more dre-ldful \\hen provpked rhan 
all the wildeft c1 tm.ds of the foret... Bred 
up from infanc: ~o f1dE·r no refrraint, and 
to give an unbou :1dLJ lorJfe to all their paf­
fions, thr y know not \l hat it 1s to forg ive 
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in injury. They lo\·c their trib<> with a 
degree of alf<'ccion that i3 tot.dly u11k 0\~·-:1 

in e\·ery other country; for tha~ ~.1 cy are 
ready to fuffer every har~D1ip and d.1ngcr; 
\rounds, and pain, and dca.:h, t'.1ey d~_f ?1fe 1 

as often as _the in terdt of t hci r COL ntry is 
concerned; but the fame attachment ren­
ders them implacable and unforgiving to 
all their enemies : in ihort, they feem to 
have all the virtues and the vices of the an­
cient Spartans. 

To one of thefe tribes, called the Otti­
gamies, was colonel Simmons fent ambaf­
fador, accompanied by a few more officers, 
and fomc private men, among whom I had 
the honour to be included. '\Ve purfucd 
our march, for feveral days, through forefl:s 
which feemed to be of equal duration 

•with the \\Orld itfclf. Sometimes \Ve \\ere 
flirouded in fuch obfcurity from the thick­
nefs of the covert, thc1t we could fcarceiy 
fee the I igh t of hea vcn; fometimes we 
emerged into fpacious meado\rs, bare of 
trees, and covered v~ ith the mofl: luxuriant 

herbage, 

f: 
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herbage, on which v,erc feeding imn1enfe 
herds of buffaloes : thefe, as foon as they 
fnufled the approach of men, which they 
are capable of doing even at a confider~blc 

difiance, ran with precipitation into the 

f urrou nding \Voods. !v1an y, however, fr ll 
beneath our attack, and frrved us for food 

during our journey. At length \NC came 
to a \\"ide and rapid river, upon whofe banks 

\".e found a party of friendly favages, with 

fomc of whom we embarked upon canoes 

made of the bark of trees·, to proceed to the 

country of the Ottigamies. 

After three days inccffant rowing, \VC 

entered a f pacious lake, upon who[e banks 

were cncam ped a confidcrable part of the 

nation \re fought. As we approached the · 

{bore, they faluted us '" ith a volley of balls 

fron1 their mu!k.ets, which whiftled juil: 

above our heads without producing mif­
chief. I and feveral of the foldicrs inftantly 

feized our arms, imagining it to be an 

hoftilc attack ; but our leader quieted our 
~t ' apprehenfions by informing us, that this was 

f 3 only 
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only a friendly falute with which a nation 
of warriors received and \velcomed their 
allies. "\Ve landed, and were infiantly con­
ducted to the affcm bly of the chiefs, who 
were fitting upon the ground, withoul ex­
ternal pomp or ceremony., with their arms 
bdide the1n; but there was in their coun­
tenances and eyes an expreffion of ferocious 
grai.deu r which would have daunted the 
boldeft European. Yes, gentlemen, I have 
feen the greateft and 1nofi powerful men in 
n1y own country; I have fren them adorned 
with every external circurnfiance of drefs 
and pomp, and equ ipage, to infpirl' refpect; 
bu t never did I fc e any t-h in g which f o com .. 
plecely awed the foul, as the angry fcowl and 
fiery glance of a favage American. 

As foon as our leader entered the circle, 
he produced the calumet, or pipe of peace. 
Thi~ is the univerfal mark of fricncH11ip 
and alliance among all the barbarous na­
tions of America, and he that bears ir, is 
confidered with fo much ref peer, that his 
perf on is ah, ays fafe. This cal un1et is 

nothin~ 
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nothing bur a long and Dender pipe, orna­
mented with the n1ofi lively and beautiful 
feathers, which are ingenioufly fixed aiong 
the tube; tbe bole is compofed of a pe­
culiar kind of reddifh niarble, and filled 
with fcented herbs and tobacco. Colonel 

Simmons lighted his pipe \\.:ith great fo­

lemnity, and turning the bole firH: towards 
the heavens, then to the eartt:, then in a 
circle round him, he began to f1-;1oke. In 
the mean time the whole affembly fat with 
n1ute attention, waiting to hear his prop.o­
fals : for though we call them favagcs, yet, 
in fome ref peL'1s, they well deferve to be 
imitated by more refined nations . In all 

their meetings and affemblies the greateft 
order and regularity, prevail ; whoever rifes 
to f peak, is fure of being patiently heard to 

the end without the leaft interruption. Our 
leader then began to harangue them in 
their own language, with which he was well 
acquainted. I did not underftand what 
paft, but it was afterwards explained to me, 

that he fct before their eyes the InJunes 

i, 4 they 
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they had mutually received from the French 
and the tribes in their alliance. He told 
them thc1t their great father, for [o thefc 
people call the king of Britain, had taken 
up the h~tchet of war., and. was fending an 
innumerable band of \rarriors to puniih the 
infulrs of his enemies. l{e told them that 
he had ordered him to v1fi~ the Ottigamies, 
his dutiful children, and fmoke \Vith them 
the pipe of peace. He invited their young 
rncn to join the \rarriors that came from 
beyond the ocean, and \vho were n1arching 
to bury the bones of their brethren, who 
had been killed by their mutual foes. When 
he had concluded, he flung upon the ground 
a curious firing of !hells which is called the 
belt of wampum. This is a ncceffary 
circumfiance in all the treaties n1ade ·with 
thefe tribes. \Vhoever con1es as an am­
baffador brings one with him to prefent to 
the people whofe fricndfhip is fo1icited, and 
if the belt is accepted, the propofed alliance 
is confidcred as entered into. As foon as 
our leader had finifhed, a chief of a fiature 

fuperior 
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fuperior to the con1n1on race of men, and 

of a moft determined look, jumped into the 

middle of the aifembly, and, taking up the 

belt, cried out in their language: Let us 

march, my brethren, with the young rne11 
of our great father. Let us dig up the 

hatchet of war, and revenge the bones of 

our countryrnen; they lie unburied, and 

cry to us for vengeance : we will not be 

deaf to their cries ; we will £bake off all 

delays ; we will approve ourfel ves worthy 

of our anceHors ; \re will drink the blood 

of our enemies, and fpread a feaft of car­

nage for the fowls of the air and the wild 

beafts of the foreft. This refolution was 

univerfally approved by the whole nation, 

who confented to the war with a ferocious 

joy. The affcm bly was then diifol ved, and 

the chiefs prepared for their intended march 

according to the 1nanners of their country. 

All the favage tribes that inhabit America 

are accuftomcd to very little clothing. 

Inured to the inclemencies of the weather, 

and being in the conftant exercife of all 

f 5 their. 
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their limbs, they cannot bear the reitraint 
and confinement of an E·uropean drefs. 
The greater part of their bodies, therefo1r, 
is naked., and this they paint in various 
fa.fbions, to give additional terror to their 
looks. vVhen the chiefs were thus pre ... 
pared they came frorn their tents, and the 
IaH- folemnity I was witnefs to \Vas dancing 
the dance of war, and finging the fong of 
death. But what words can convey an 
adequate idea of the furious movements 
and expreffions which animated them 
through the whole of this performance ? 
Every man was armed with a kind of 
hatchet., which is their ufuaI weapon in bat­
tle, and ca11cd a tomahawk. This he held 
in his hand., and brandifhed through the 
whole of the dreadful fpecracle. As they 
went on, their faces kindled into an ex­
preffion of anger which would have daunted 
the boldefi fpecrator. Their gefiuresfeemed 
to be infpired by frantic rage and implaca­
ble animofity. They moved their bodies 
with the n1oft violent agitations1 and it was 

eafy 
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eaf y to fee they rep 1·efented all the circum­
ftances of a real coin bar. They fee med to 
be engaged i n clofe o diftan t battle, arid 
brandi!hed their weapons with fo much fury, 
that you would have imagined tr:ey were 
going every 1nfhu,t to hew each other to 
pieces; nor would it have been poilible, 

, even for the p erformers themfel ves of this 
terrific dance, to have avoided mutual 
wounds and flaughter, had they not been 
endued with th ·uextraordinary aEtivitywhich 
is peculiar to favage nations. By intervals 
they increafed the horrid folemnity of the 
exhibition, by uttering yells that would 
have pierced an European ear with horror. 
I have feen rage and fury under various 
forms, and in different parts of the globe ; 
but I mufl confefs, that every thing I have 
feen elfewhere is feeble and contemptible 
when compared with this day ' s fpectacle. 
vV hen the whole was fini!hed they enter­
tained us at a public feftival in their cabins, 
and when we departed, difmiifed us with 
thefe expreffive willies; they prayed that 

r 6 the 
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the Great Spirit would favour us with a 
profperous voyage ; that he would give us 
an unclouded iky and fmooth waters bv 

" day, and that we might lie down at night 
on a beaver blanket, enjoying uninterrupted 
flcep and pleafant dreams; and that we 
might find continual protection under the 
great pipe of peace.-I have been thus 
particular, faid the highlander, in defcrib­
ing the circumfiances of this emba!fy, be­
caufe you have not d1fdained to hear the 
.fiory .of my adventures; and I thought that 
this defcription of a people fo totally un­
like all you have been accufiomed to in 
Europe n1ight not prove entirely unin­
tere.11:ing. 

vVe are much obliged to you, faid Mr. 
Barlow, for all thcfe curious particulars, 
which are perfectly conformable to all I 
have heard and read upon the fubjccr • 
. , Tor can I confider, without a certain de­
:1-ree of admiration, the favage grandeur of t) • 

rn:rn in his moft fimple fiatc. The p8ffion 
for reveng?, \vhich n1arks the character of . 

all 
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all uncivilized nations is certainly to be 
condemned. But it is one of the confiant 
prej udiccs of their education ; and many of 
thofe that cal I themfel ves refined have more 
to blu{h at, in that ref peel-, than they are 
aware of. Few, I am afraid, even in the 
rnofi refined fiate of fociet y, have arrived 
at that fublime generofity, which is able to 

forgive the inju-ries of its fellow-creatures~ 
when it has the power to repay them; and 
I fee n1any around me that are difgraced 
by the vices of uncivilized Americans, with­
out a claim to their virtues. 

I will not fatigue your ears, continued 
the highlander, with a recital of all the 
events I was engaged in during the pro­
grefs of the war. The defcription of blood 
and carnage is al ways difagreeable to a hu­
mane mind; and though the perverfity of 
mankind may fomctimes render war a ne­

ccffary evil, the remembrance of its mif­
chiefs is always painful. I ,vill on I y men­
tion one event, continually lamented in the 
annals of this country, becaufe it 1s con-

nected 
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netted with the untimely fate of my nobfe 
friend and gallant leader. 

It was determined by thofe who govern­
ed, that we i11ou1d m:irch through the woods 
upon a diftante:xpt>l1ition againfithe French. 
The conduct of this rnterprife was given 
to a brave but rath commander, total I y un .. 
acquainted with the people he had to op­
pofe, and unfki1l~d in tl:le nature of a favage 
war. vVe the t:fore began our march 
through the fame u"cklefs wilds I have de­
fcribed. ,v e proceeded for feveral days 
·without any other difficulties than the na­
ture of the country itfelf produced, and 
without feeing the face of an enemy. It 
wa, .an vain that officers of the greatefi ex­
perience, and pa.rticu1ar1y my worthy co­
lonel., fuggefted to our commander the ne­
ceffity of ufing every precaution 2gainft a 
dangerous ar.d infidious foe. vVar is not 
managed, amid the forefis of America, in 
the farne manner as it ,s conducced upon 
the plains of Europe. The temper of the 
people there confpires with .the nature 01: 

th:.> 



S A N D FOR D A N' D 1\1 E RT ON". I Obr 
the country, to render it a continual fcene 
of Hratagems and furprifc. U nincumber­
ed with ten ts, or bagg1ge, or numerous. 
trains of artillery, the ho!1ile warriors fet 
out in fmall and chofen parties, with no­
thing but their arn-ls, and are continually 
upon the watch to deceive their cnen1ies. 
Long experience has taught tltlem a degree 
of fagacity in traverfing the woods, which 
to us is inconceivable. Neither the widefi 
rivers, nor the moil- extenfi ve forefh, can 
retard them for an infiant. A march of a 
thoufand miles is fcarcely to therr1 a greater 
difficulty than the paffage of an European 
army benveen two neighbouring towns. 
The :voods themfelves afford them a con­
tinual fupply of provifions, in the various 
animals which they kill by the chafe. 
vVhen they are near their enemies, they fre­
quently lurk all day in thickets, for fear of 
a difcovery, and purfue their march by 
night. Hundreds of them fornetimes pur­
fue their courfe in the fame line, treading 
only in each other's fleps., and the lafl of 

the 
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the party carefully covers over the impref­
fions which his fellows have made. \Vhen 
they are thus upon the point of accomplifh­
ing their purpofe, the very neceffities of na­
ture are unheeded: they ceafe to fire; upon 
the beafis of the foreft, left it fhould alarm 
the foe ; they feed upon roots or the bark 
of trees, or pafs f ucceffi ve days in a perfett 
abftinence from food. All this our colonel 
reprefented to the general, and conjured 
him, with the firongeft entreaties, not to 
hazard the fafety of our army by an incau­
tious progrefs. He ad vifed him to fend 
our numerous detachments to beat the 
bullies and examine the woods ; and offered 
himfelf to fecure the march of the army. 
But pref um pt ion is al ways blind; our ge­
neral was unacguainted with any other than 
European warfare, and could not conceive 
that naked fa viges would d:ire to attack an 
army of two thoufand difciplined troops. 
One morning the way before us appeared• 
more intricate and obfcure than common; 
the forcfts did not as uf ual confift of lofty 

trees,J 
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trees, which afford a tolerably clear profpecr 
between their trunks, but were co'mpofed 
of creeping bullies and impervious thick­
ets. The army 1narched as uf ual with the 
vain ofientation of military difcipline, but 
totally unprepared for the dreadful fcenc 
which follovved. At length \re entered a­
gloon1y v~lley, furrounded on every fide by 
the thicken fhade, and rendered fwampy by 
the overflowings of a little rivulet. In this 
fituation it \vas impoffible to continue our 
march without difordering our ranks ; and 
part of the arn1y extended itfc1 f beyond the 
refr, while another part of the line involun­
tarily fell behind. In the moment while the 
officers were employed in rectifying the dif­
order of their men, a fudden noife of n1uf­
ketry was heard in front, which ftrctchcd 
about twenty of our men upon the field. 
The foldiers infiinc1:i vel y fired towards the 
part whence they were attacked, and infiantly 
fell back in diforder. But it was equally 
vain to retreat or go forward, for it no\V 
appeared that we were completely hemmed 

1n., 
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in. On every fide refoundcd the fatal peais 
of fcattcring nre., tLat thinned our ra!1ks 
and extended our bra veft comrades on the 
earth. Figure to yourfelf a :fhoal of fifhes 
enclofed within the net, tha~ circle in vain 
the fatal labyrinth in which they ~ue involv­
ed ; or rather conceive, what I have my­
felf been witnefs to, an herd of dee1 fur­
rounded on every fide by a band of ,. B:i ve 
and unpitying htd1tcrs, that prefs and gall 
them on every fide, and exterminate them 
at leifure in their flir 11t. Juft fuch was the 
fitua tion of our unfortunate countrymen. 
After a few unavailing difcharges, \\ hich 
never annoyed a fecret enemy that fcattered 
death unfeen, the ranks ·were broken, and 
all fubordination loft. The ground was 
covered \Yith gafpin rr ,rretches, and fl:ained 
with bloorl; the woods refounded with cries 
and groaLs, and fruitlefs attempts of our 
gaUant officers to rally their men, and check 
the progrefs of the enemy. By intervals 
wa.:: heard, more fhriH, more dreadful than 
all the :dl,i the difma1 yell of the victorious 

fa vage-s., 
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favage , 1hat now, emboldened by their fuc­

cefs, began to leave the covert, and hew 

down thofe \vho fled, with unrelen ti ng cru­

elty. As to myfelf, the defcription which 

our colonel had given me of their method 

of attack, and the precautions to be ufed 

againft it, rendered n1e perhaps lefs difturb­

ed than I ihould otherwife have been. I 

remarked that thofe who flood and thofe who 

fled were expofed to equal danger; thofe 

who kept their rank and endeavoured to 

repel the enemy, expofed their perfons to 

their fire, and were fucceilively !hot down, 

as happened to rnoft of our unfortunate of. 

ficers; while thofe who fled frequently 

rufhed headlong upon the very death they 

fought to avoid. Pierced to the heart at 

the fight of fuch a carnage of my ga11ant 

comrades, I grew indifferent to lifel and 

abandoned myfelf to defpair ; but it was a 
defpai r that neither impaired my exertions 

nor robbed me of the faculties of my mind. 

l mitate n1e, I cried, my gallant country­

n1en, and we ilia 11 yet be fafc. I then di ... 

rectly 
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redly ran to the nearefl: tree, and fhcltered 
myfelf ber.ind its fl-em; convinced that this 
pre~aution alone could fccure me from the 
inceffan t vol Ii< s w hie h dJrtcd on every fide. 
A fmall number of highlanders folio\,·ed 
my examp!e, and, thus fecun~d, \Ye began 
to fire \.vith more fucccfs at the enemy, \\ ho 
no\\: expofrd thernfelvcs with It.fa rcfcn·e. 
This check feemed to ai1oni01 ~rnd confound 
them; and had not the panic been fo ge­
neral, it is poffible that this futcefsful effort 
might have changed the fortune of the 
fight; for in another quarter the provin­
cial troops that accompanied us behaved 
with the greatefr bra very, and though de­
ferred by the European forces, effeded their 
own retreat. But it was now too late to 
hope for viuory or even fafety; the ranks 
·were broken on every fide, the greater part 
of our officers flain or wounded, and our 
unfortunate general himfelf had expiated 
with his life, his fatal raf11ncfs. I cafl- my 
eyes around, and faw nothing but images 
of death, and horror., and frantic rage. 

Yet 

• 
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Yet even then the fafety of my noble co­
l(}i1el ,vas dc.'rcr to me than my own. I 
fot1ght him tor fome time in vain, amid the 
various fcenes of carnage which f urrounded 
n1e. At length> I d1fcovered hi1n at a dif­
tanc<=', almofi deferted by his 1ncn, yet ftill 
attempting to renevv the fight, and heedlefa 
of the \.Vounds which covered hi1n. Tranf­
ported with grief and pailion, I immediately 
darted forward to offer him my feeble fup­
port; but in the very inflant of my arrival., 
he received a fhaggling ball in his bofom, 
and, tottering to a tree, fupported his faint­
ing limbs againft the trunk. J u!l: in that 
n1oment, three of our fa vage enemies ob­
ferved his fituation, and marked him for 
their prey ; they raifed their hideous yell, 
and darted upon him with the fpeed 
and fiercenefs of wolves. Fury then took 
poffeilion of my foul; had I poffeifed a 
thoufand lives I i11ould have held them 
cheap in the balance :-I fired with fo un­
erring an aim that I CT-retched the foremoft 
on the earth; the f<:cond received the po'int 

of 

.. \ 



142 THE HISTORY OP 

of 1ny bayonet in his breaft, and fe 11 in the 
pangs of death; the third, daunted \vlth the 
fate of his companions., turned his fteps 
another way. J ufi then an horfe that had 
loft: his rider was galloping along the wood ; 
-I bounded acrofs the p~th, and, feizing 
him by the bridle, infian tl y led h. 1n to n1y 
leader, and conju1 ed him to pref r ve his 
glor: ,· 1~ life. He tha-1kcd me in thf n1oft 
afFechunaL 1na ,11e1 !u r 1t1j fri~;1d1.:.1ip, but 
bade me prdervc my own life. As to my­
felt~ !".ct~d he, I do not wi{h to furv1ve my 
country's difhonour, ~nd C\(·n hr1d I fuch a 
wi!h, the \Yo--::·ds J \a-..~ rec·ived \.rould 
render all efcapc: impoffible. If that is 
your refolurion, faid J, we \\ dl die togt.thcr, 
for I f\vc~r by th::> ctcri1al rr,::-tjd1y of my 
Creator, that I \.\.ill not k<1vc you. \l'\'!1cn 
he faw mr thus rcfolvrd, he confcnted to 
ufe my aili11ancr., and v:ith inf, ite difficulty 
I feared h i rn u iJ 0 D th c ho r; e, \\· h i l • h, ho Id i n g 
by the reins, M I was then Ii g;1 t and a~"ti vc, 
I guided along the wo:"'d with no 1ncon­
fidcrable f peed. Fortunarely for me, we 

were 
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were not obfrrved_ by an y of our fa vage 
enemies; fo that flying ti1r rngh the thick­
eft part of the foreft, we left th::- danger 
behind, and ,vere ft;on removed beyond the 
fight or hearing of the battle. Courage, 
faid T, my noble leader! you are now almofi: 
in fafety; and I truft you will yet preferve 
a life fo neceffary to your friends and coun­
try. He anfwered me wirh the kindeft ex ... 
p1eilions, but with a feeble voice: Camp .. 
bc..11, I have confented to fly more fer the 
fake of preferving your life 1 than from any 
hopes of my nwn. But flnc · we are at a 
di11ance frorn :,'onder dreadful fcene, per­
mit me to alight; I have confumed my 
fma ll remaining forces in the way, and now 
I fain t fro1n lofs of blood. He funk down 
at this, and ~ ould have fallen, but I re­
ceived him in my arms: I bore hirn to the 
next thicket1 and ftrewing grafs and leaves 
upon the ground, endeavoured to prepare 
hin1 a hcd. He t h,rn ked me again with 
gratitude and tendernefs, and r,rafped tny 
hand as he lay in the very agonies of death; 

for 
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for fuch it lras, although I believed he had 
only fainted, and long tried every ineffectual 
n1ethod to reftore departed life. Thus was 
I deprived of the nobleft officer and kindef1: 
friend that ever dcferved the attachment of 
a foldier; twenty years have now rolled 
over rne fince that inaufpicious day; yet it 
lives for ever in my remembrance, and 
never fuall be blotted fr_om my foul. The 
highlander then turned away to hide a tear 
which did not miibecome his manly coun­
tenance; the company fee med all to {hare 
his griefs, but Mifs Simmons above the 
rdt; however, as the natural gentlenefs of 
her temper \Vas fufficiently known, no one 
fufpecred that fhe had any particular intercft 
in the relation. 

I fat till night, continued the firanger, 
fupporting the breathlefs body of my colonel, 
and vainly hoping he might return to life. 
At length I perceived that his noble foul 
was fled for ever; my o\1v·n wounds grew 
fiiff and painful, and exhaufied nature re­
quired a fupply of food. I therefore arofe, 

and, 
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and, finding a f pring that trickled down an 
hil I at no great diftance, I refrefhed myfelf 
by a copious draught, and wafhed the clotted 
blood a way from the hurts I had received. 
I then cruihed fame leaves, which-the in­
habitants of that country imagine falutary, 
and bound them on with bandages I tore 
from my linen. I alfo found a few wild 
fruits., which pafl experience had taught me 
were innocent, with which I allayed the 
pains of hunger. I then returned to the 
thicket., and, creeping into the thickeft part, 
endeavoured to compofe myfeif to reft .. 
Strange, gentlemen, as it may appear, nei­
ther the forlorn nature of my fituation, nor 
the dangers with which I was ·befet, were 
fufficicnt to keep me awake. My wearied 
and exhaufied body feemed to triumph over 
all the agitations of my mind; and I funk 
into a flcep as deep and profound as that 
of death itfelf. I awoke next morning, 
·with the firfi rays of the fun; but, more 
;eompofed, I betterunderftood thedifficu!ties 
in which I was involved, and the uncer-

. 0 L. l IL. G tainty 
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tainty of my efcape. I \\ as in the mid!t of an imn1enfe defert, totally defbtute of hu­
man affiftance or fuppo1 t. Should I meet 
with any of my fellow-creatures, I could 
expect nothing but irn p1aca1Jlc c rue'lty ; 
and even if I efcaped their vigilance, "hat 
method ~f finding fubfiil:ence, or of meafur­
ing back without a guide the long and te­
t!ious march 1 had trodden? Hope, how­
escr, and the vigour of my con f1i tu tion, fl ill 
fi.:Dported 1:'e. I refl-:c1:cd, that it is tl:e .. . 
comrnon lot of ma11 to firuggle \1."ith mif-
fi}:-tuncs ; that it is cowardice to yield to 
evils, when prcfcnf, the reprc:fentation of 
which h,.d not deterred rne from \'Oiuntarily 
{}111 bracing the profdiion of a [oldie r; and 
that the prov idcncc of Hca vcn \\ as as capa­
ble of ?rotecting me in the forefls of Ame­
rica, as upon my native mountains. I 
thcrcf.,re determined to firug~le with the 
dift'icL!lU .,s which furrot.r~d d me to the laft, 
and to n1cct tn_y fortune like a man. Yer, 
as I fiill by ;ntLI·vals heard d1L J.fmal cries 
of the encrn y, and fa w their fires at a difiance, 

I la I 
" 
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I 'lay clofc till night in the obfcurity-of my 

. thicket. '\Vhen all was dark and fiil1, 1 ven ... 
tured abroad, and laid in my fcanty provi­
fion of fruits and herbs, and drank again at 
the fpring. The pain of my wounds began 
now to abate a little, though I fuffered ex­
tremely from the cold, as I did not dare to 
kindle a fire, fron1 the fear of difcovering 
myfelf by its light. Three nights and dap:: 
did I lead this folitary l~fe, in continual dread 
of the favage parties which fcoured all the 
woods in pu rfuit of fhaggiers, and often pafr 
fo nt.1r my piace of retreat, that I gave my-
felf o\·:-r for 10ft. At length upon the fourth 
evening, 'fancying myfelf a little refiored, 
and ;hat the acrivity of the enemy might 
be abated, I ventured out, and purfued my 
n1arch. I fcarcel-y need defcribe the various 
difficul-ries and dangers to which l was ex­
pofed in fuch a journey; however, I fiiil had 
with me my n1LdJ:et; 8.nd as n1y ammuni­
tion was not quite exhaui1edl I depended 
upon the woods thcrnfclves to fupµly 1---1e 
\\.ith food. I travelled the greater pare of the 

c ~ night, 

/ 
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night, involving myfelf ftill deeper in thcfe 

inextricable forefts ; for I was afraid to pur­

f ue the directiun of our former mar~h, as I 

imagined the favages ~were difperfed along 

the country in purfuit of the fugitives. I 

therefore took a direction as nearly as I 

could judge parallel to the Engliili fettle­

ments, and inclining to the fouth. In this 

manner I forced my way along the woods 

all night, and with the 1norning had reafon 

to think that I had advanced a confiderable 

diftance. My wounds began now to pain 

me afre{h with this exertion, and compelled 

me to allow myfelf fome repofe. I chofe 

out the thickeft covert I could find, and 

fhrowding n1yfelf as well as I was able, was 

foon overpowered by fleep. I did not awake 

till the fun had gained the meridian, and, 

-creeping from my retreat, beheld with fame 

degree of terror an enormous rattle-fnake 

that was coiledupfullinmy way,and feemed 

rletern1ined to oppofe my paffage. This ani­

,-nal is frequent in the fouthern colonies,and 

is the moft poifonous of all the reptiles that 
haunt 
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haunt the woods. He is in 1ength frorn two 

to fix feet, beautifully variegated with dif­
ferent colours; but the moft remarkable 

circumfiance attending him is a natural noife 

that he produces with every n1otion of his 

tail, and which occafions too his name. I 

foon defiroyed my hilling foe, and taking 
courage for the firft time to kindle a fire, I 

roafied him u pan the en-1bers, and rnade the 
1nofi delicious meal I ever remember, upon 

his fleih. 

vVhat ! exclaimed Tommy, is it poffible 
to eat fnakes? I thought they had been all 

over poifon. Mafl:er, replied the high .... 
lander., the want of food will reconcile us to 
many meats, which we fhould fcarcely 

think eatable. Nothing ha.s f urpri fed me 
more than to fee the poor, in various coun­

tries, compbining of the fcarcity of food, 

yet throwing away every year thoufands of ' 
the carcafes of horfes, which are full as 

wholefome and nouri!hing as beef, and are 

in n1any countries preferred to it. But, in 
G J gene-
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general, eYery animal may be eaten, anal 
affords a falutary food; as to fnakcs, th~ 
poifon of them is contained i-n the hollow 
of their teeth. ·\Vhen th~y bite they infiif 
their venom into the wound, 1-vhich rnixrs 
with the blood1 and, without :i time] y remedy->· 
deflroys the fufft?rcr. But if you cut-off the 
head, the Fefi of the body is not only "'' hole­
fome but palatable, and I h~vc known it 
e1tcn as a dtlicacy by many inhabirants of 
the colonies.~ Thus rcfrcfhcd, therefore, I 
purfuec1 my march through the [.;me thick.:> 
gloomy country, ,v_i th out n1ccti ng the leaf 
appearance of an h1.1rnan creature; and at 
night I cut, with an hatchet that l had abou c 
me, fome boughs, ·with which I erected a 
temporary fhelter. The next day, as I v:as 
purfr1ing my ma,ch, I faw a deer bound by 
"i!1C, upon w ~1ofe i11ou 1 dtrs was fj xed a fierce 
a:1d deitruclive ani na1 that refcmb1cs a ti­
ger. This crc~turc, which is about the fize 
of a moderate dog, afccnds the trees and hides 
himfelf among the branches, till a deer, or 
~ny orhcr .animal that he c:n mafler, paf1cs 

• withitr~ 
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·within his reach. :He then darts himfelf with 

a fudden fpring full upon the neck or iboul- · 

der oftheunfortunate animal, which he con­

tinues tearing with fo much violence, that 

he foon difpatches him. This was actually 

the cafc w-ith the poor deer that paffed-mc; 

for he .had not run an hundred yards before 

he fell down in the agonies of death, and his 

defhoyer began to regale himfelf upon the 

prey. I i n it:1. n t 1 y fa w that th is was a I u ck y 
opportunity of fupplying myfrlf with food 

for fevcral days; I therefore-ran towards the 

animal, and by a violent fhout made him 

abandon his victim and retire grow Ii ng in tc> 

the woods. I then kindled a fire with lea vcs 

and flicks, and, cutting off a large Oice of 

vcnifon, I plentifully refrefhcd myfelf for 

my journey. I then packed up as much of 
the mofl: ReCT1y parts of the body as I could 

conveniently carry, and abandoned the rcft 

to \V ild bea fls. In this manner did I mare h 

for feveral days, without wanting food, or 

freing any probable end of my fatigues. At: · 

length I found a lofty mountain before tne, . 

G 4 which 
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which I determined to afcend. imag1nmg 
that fuch an elevation might enable me to 
make fomc ufcful difcoverics in refpect to 
the nature of the country I had to tra vcrfe, 
and perhaps prefent me with forne appear­
.ances of cultivation or inhabitants. I there­
fore afcended with infinite fatigue a rough 
and ftony afcer.t of feveral miles, in which 
I was frequently obliged to clamber up 
pointed rocks, and work my way along the 
edge of dangerous precipices. I however ar-
1·ived without an accident at the top, v, hich 
was entirely bare of trees, and looking round 
me beheld a wild and deferc country extend­
ed to a prodigious diftance. Far as my eye 
could reach, I difcovered nothing but forefts 
on every fide but one. There the country 
fccmed to be n1ore open, though equally 
uncultivated, and I faw meadows and favan­
nahs opening one beyond another, bounded 
at length by a fpacious river, whofe end and 
beginning were equally concealed from my 
eye. I was now fo weary of this folirary 
kind of life, that I began to confider the 

inha-
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inhabitants themfelves with lefs apprehen­
fion ; befides, 1 thought myfelf out of clan-. 
ger of meeting with the hofiile tribes : and 
all thefe people, unlefs irritated by injuries, 
or fiimulated by reveng.e, are perhaps Iefs 
fl rangers to the rites of hof pitality than 
any civilized nation. I therefore reflected; 
that by directing my courfe to the river, and 
following the direction of its waters, I 
ihould have the greateft probability of meet­
ing with fame .of my fellow-creatures ; as. 
the natives build their villages near lakes 
and firean1s, and choofe their banks as a 
refidence, when they are employed in hunt ... 
1ng. 

I therefore defcended the mountain, and , 
entered the level difrritt which I faw before 
me. I marched along an open champaign 
country for feveral hours> covered over with 
;;t rank f pecies of grafs, and beheld numerous 
herds of buffaloes grazing all around. It 
was here that an accident befel me, which 
I will relate for its :fingularity, both in re­
f pect to the dangers I incurred., and my me-

" 5 tb.od 
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thod of efrapc. As I' was thus journey a\:; 
on I difccvered a prodigious light that 
fcemcd to eJ-Etce the fun. itCelf, and frrcak 
the fKies with an angry kind of illumina­
tion. I looked round n1c to difcover thl! 
caufe of this fhange appearance, and be-
11cld wit:h equal horror and afionii11menr; 
that the ,vhole country behind was· in. 
flames. In ord.cr to. explain this event, I 
muft obferve, that all the plains in Ame­
rica produce a rank, luxuriant vegetation, 
the juice:; of ,rhich are e:xhaufied by the 
lieat of the fummer's fun ; it is then as in­
.flammable ~s firaw or fodder; and when a. 
cafual fpark of f.re comn1unicates with it, 
the flame frequently drives before the wind 
for miks. together, and conf um es ev-cry thin5 it n1eets. T-his was actually the cafe at 
prefe.nt : far as my eye cou!d reach, the 
country was all. in flames; a po\verful wind 
added frefh fury ··to the tire, and drove it 
on ,vith a· degree of f\viftnefs which prc-
1cluded all poffibility of flight. 1 muft con­
:fefs. that. I \\~S fl:ruck with horror at the 

fudd 0 n. 
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iudden approach of a death, fo new, fo 

dreadful, fo unexpected. I faw it was i11 

,·ain to fly; the flaming line exte11ded for 

fcyeral miles on every fide, and advanceJ 

with fuch velocity> that I confidered my fate 

as inevitable. I ·1ooked round me with a 

kind of mute def pair, and began to envy 

the fate of 1ny comrades \rho had fallen by 

honourable wounds in battle. Already did 

the conflagration fcorch me inr i.ts approrrch»­

accompanied by clouds of ·finoke that al­

moft fuffocated me with their ba1.eful va­

pour. In this extremity, fortune prefrnted · 

to my 111ind an inftantaneous thought:> 

,vhich, perhaps, was the only poffible n1e­

thod of efcape. I c0nfidcred chat nothing 

could flop the conflagration bur an acl::uil 

want of 1natter to cot-1tinue it ; and there­

fore, by fctting fire to tl1e veg~tablcs be­

fore n1e, I might follow my o\rn p::tth in 

fafet y . I hope, gentlemen, that during the. 

courfe of a long life, y8u ,vi.l l never have 

occafion to experience the pleafure ., hich 

he firfl: glance of this expedient _afforded: 

C 6 t; O 
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to my mind. I faw myfelf fnatcned, be-
yond expectation, from a firangc and pain­
ful death, and inftantly pulled out, with a 
trembling hand, the flint and fieel upon 
which my prefervation was to depend. I 
firuck a light, and prefentiy kindled the 
drieft grafs before me: the conflagration 
f pre ad along the country ; the wind drove 
it on with inconceivable fury, and I faw 
the path of my deliverance open before n1y 
eyes. In a few feconds a confiderable va­
~ancy was burnt before me, which I tra­
verfed with the fpeed of a man that flies 
from infiant death. My feet lrere fcorched 
with the glowing foil, and feveral times had 
l been nearly fuffocated with the drift of 
the purf uing f moke; but every fiep I 
made, convinced me of the certainty of my 
cfr:ape, and, in a little ti1ne, I flopped to 
confider at leifure the conflagration I had 
a voided ; which, after proceeding to the 
point whence I fet out, was extinguiihed 
as I had forefcen, and delivered me from 
all apprehenfion. 

I de ... 
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I declare, faid Tommy, this is ::rlle moft 
extraordinary thing I ever heard ; and yet 
I can eafily conceive it, for I once faw fome 
men fet fire to the heath and furzes upon 
the common, arid they burnt fo furioufly 
that I was quite afraid to co1n·e near the 
flame. 

I purf ued my way, continued the high­
lander, over the fmoking foil, which I had 
rendered bare to a confiderable extent, and 
lodged at night, as ufual, under fame 
boughs which I fl:uck up to defend me. In 
the rnorning I fet out again, and foon ar­
rived at a f pacious lake, upon whofe banks­
I could plainly difcern the figns of an Ame­
rican encampment. I hefitated fome time,. 
whether I' :!hould again conceal myfelf in 
the woods, or deliver myfelf up to their 
mercy. But I confidered that it was im­
poffible long to continue this wandering 
life: and that, in the end, I muf1 have re­
courfe to fome of thefe favage tribes for 
affiftance. ,vhat, therefore, muft be done­
at laft> it was fruitlefs to delay; I had every 

reafon 
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reafon t'o imagine that the people before me· 
r-nuft either be favourable to Great Britain, 
or at leaft indifferent to the war; and in 
either cafe, from the experience I poffeft cf 
the n1anners of the natives, I did not think 
I had much to fear. I, therefore: deter-
111ined to hazard every thing upon the pro­
·babilit y of a favournble rcc~ption, andll' 
collefting all my refolution, I marched 
boldly fonvard, and foon a-rrived at the en­
campment. As foon as I entcrerl the vil­
lage, the women and children gathered round 
rne \vith the curiofiry natural to mankind 
at the fight of an unaccuftomed object. I 
formed a favourable conjecture from thi-s 
apparent ignorance of Europeans, and \\·alk .. 
ing on with a compofed ftep and fieady 
countenance, I at length entered into one 
of the large ft cabins I could find. "\V hen 
1 was within I faw a venerable old man, 
whom I took to be ·a chief from his appear­
ance, fitting at his eafe upon the ground~ 
and fmoking. I faluted him with all the 
courtefy I was able, and placed n1yfclf upozi 

thA 
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tne ground, at fome little difi-ance, waiting 
with in ward anxi'ety ,but externaLcornpofurer,.· 

for him to begin the converfation. After 

he had eyed me for fome time with fixed at­

tention, but without either iternnefs or an­

ger, he calmly took the pipe frorn his­

mouth and prefented it to me. I received 

it with infinite fatisfac1:ion; for, as I have 
before remarked•, this is always ,vith the· 

American tribes the firmefl pledge of peace 

and a friendly reception. \Vhen we had 

thus been feated for fome time in mutual. 

contempfation of each other, he afked me, 

jn a dialect which I underftood tolerably 

,\ell, to eo.t. I did not think it prudent to 

rcfufc any offered civiii'ty, and therefore ac­

cepted the offer; and in a little ti me, a 

young woman, who \ras in the back part of 

the hut, fct before me fome broiled fifh and 
parched maize. After I had eaten, n1y 
friendly haft enquired into my country and 

the reafons of my vifit. I was j uft enough 

ac_quainted with the language he f poke to· 

he able to underfiand him, and to give an, 

i.ntcl"" 
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intelligible., though imperfecl anfwer. I 

therefore explained to him, as \.vell as I was 

able, that I had croffed the great water, with 

the warriors of the king of Britain ; that 

we had been compelled to take up the 

hatchet againft the French and their allies,, 

and that we had actually fet out upon an 

expedition againft their colonies : but that 

we had been furprifed by a lurking party 

in the woods; that in the confufion of the 

:fight I nad been feparated from the reftl> 

and had wandered feveral days through the 

woods in fearch of my comrades; and that 

now feeing the tents of my brethren, the red 

men, I had come to vifit them, and fmo~e 

the p1pe of peace in their company. All 
this I with fome difficulty explained to my 

entertainer., who liftened to me with great 

attention, and then bade me welcome in 

the name of his nation, which he told me 

was called the Saukies; he added, that their 

young men were dif perfed through the 

woods, hunting the deer and buffalo ; but 

they ·would foon return loaded wich prov1-
fions, 
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fions, and in the mean ti me I n1ight !hare 
his cabin, and f uch provifions as he could 
con1mand. I thanked him for his offer,, 
and remained feveral days in his hut, al­
ways entertained with the fame hofpitality., 
until the return of the young 1nen from 
hunting. They came at laft., in feveral 
boats, along the lake, bringing with them a 
confiderable quantity of wild beafis whic~ 
they had killed. I ,vas received by all the­
tribe with the fame hof pitality I had ex­
perienced from the old chief; and, as it was 
neceffary to gain their friendfhip as much as 
poffible, I joined them in all their hunting 
and fifhing parties., and foon acquired a con­
fiderable degree of fkill in both. 

Hunting itfelf has iomething cruel i n the 
practice ; it is a f pccies of war which we 
wage with brute animals for their f poi1s; 
but if ever it can be confidered as excuf­
able, it is in thefe favage natior;s, v. ho have 
recourfe to it for their fubfifience. They 
are adive, bold, and dexterous, to fuch a de­
gree_. in all thefe e.xcrcifes .. that none of the, 

wild 
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,vild animals they attack have the fmallei. 
chance of efcapc. Their parties generally 
confift of almoft all the youth af thtir, na­
tion, who go in a body to particu Lrr dif­
tricls \\ here they know gJme is plentiful. 
Their common method is, when they are 
arrived at a fpot which abounds in dee'r 
or buffaloes, to dif pcrfe thcn1frLves through 
the v,:oods ; and then,. alarming the beafis 
in the neighbourhood, they cl ri ·:e them with 

· iho\..lts and dogs tot., ard.s fome common 
place, which \\ as al ways i-n the middle cf 
all thc~r parties. ,vhen tl:cy have thus roufed 
their prey-> the various fc.

4 
uadrons gradually 

adva:1ce towards the centre, till they unite 
in -a circle, and e.;cJofe a prodigious num­
ber of frightened animal·.-,. They then at­
tack thtm either with fire-arms or ar10\. '> 
and fl1oot then1 down fucceffi vtly. By 
thefo niC~lliS they are furc, in a finglc da-y, 
to defiroy a prodigious number of differcnc 
beafl:s. Dut it fomctimes happens, th::it while 
they are engao-cd in the chafe of other ani-J b 

mals, they beco1ne a prey tbernfcl vcs t0 

tl,, ·i ,:,-·--· 
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their enemies, who take this method of 

furpri!ing them in the \Voods, and gratifying 
their refentment. This was actually the 
cafr \Vith my friends th-! Sauki-es, and pro ... 

duccd a furprifing evcni:; the confequerice 
of \\ hich was my return to the Engliih co--
1onies in fafrty. 

The Saukics had been iong at war with 
the Iroquefc, a powerful tribe of Northern. 
Americans in the interefl of the French ... 
The I roq ucfc h2d recei \. cd in tel ligencc of 
the fituation of the Saukies' encampmenr,. 
and dctrnnined to furprife them. Forthis 

purpofr, a thoufand warriors fet out by a 
fccret rnarch through the wooJ3, and tra­

velled with the filence and celerity which­
are peculiar to all- thefo nations. \Vhen 

they had nearly approached the hunting 
grounds of their ene1nies, they happened to 

be difcoyered upon their march by four 
\\ arriors of J.nothcr nation, who infian ti y 

fu[pecled their dcfign, and, running with 

g.reatel' diligence than it was poilible fo large 
:\ body could ma·ke, arrived at the encamp-

f ment 
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ment of the Saukies, and infonned them of 
the near approach of their enemies. A 
great council was inftantly affe1nbled to de­
liberate upon the choice of proper mea­
fures for their defence. As they were in­
cun;bered ·with their families, it was im­
pradicable to retreat with fafety; and it 
feemed equally <lifficult to refift fo large a 
force with inferior numbers. ,vhile they 
were in this uncertainty, I confidercd the 
nature of their fituation, and had the good 
fortune to find out a refource, vv hich being 

- communicated to my friend the chief, and 
adopted by the nation, was the mean -0f 
their fafety.. I obferved that the pa:ffage to­
the Saukie camp for the Iroquefe Jay along 
a narrow Dip of land which extended for 
near a mile between tv~'o lakes. I there­
fore advifed the Saukics to caft up a ftrong 
barrier at the end of the paffagc; which I 
fhowed thc1n how to ftrengthen with ditches, 
palifades., and fon1c of the improvements 
of European fortification. Their number 
of ivarriors amounted to about four hun-

dred; 
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dr-ed; thefe I divided into equal parts, and 
leavingone to defend the lines, I placed the 
other in ambufcade along the neighbouring 
woods. Scarcely were thefe difpofitions 
finiihrd, before the Iroquefe appeared, and 
imagining they were rufhing upon an un­
guarded foe, entered the defile without he­
fitation. As foon as the whole body was 
thus imprudently engaged., the other party 
of the Saukies flarted from their hiding­
places, and running to the entrance of the 
firait, threw up in an inftant another forti­
fication, and had the fatisfacrion to fee the 
whole force of their cne1nies thus circum­
vented and caught in a trap. The Iro .. 
quefe foon perceived the difficulty and dan­
ger of efcape. They however behaved 
with that extraordinary compofure which is 
the peculiar charaetcriftic of this people on 
every occafion. The lakes were at that 
time frozen over, yet not fo hard as to per­
mit them to affect a paffage over the ice ; 
and though a thaw f ucceeded in a fhort 
time, it was equalI y i1npraclicable to pafs 

by 
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by fvl imming, or on rafts. Three day.., > 
therefore, the Iroqucfe rcrnained quiet in this 
difagrecable fituatio11; and, as if they had 
nothing to apprehend, diverted the1nfelvcs 
ail this time with fii11ing. On the foun}i 
morning they judged the ice fufficient1y 
diffolved to attempt their efcape; and 
therefore, cutting down fom·e tree,;; which 
grew upon the firai t, they fort""iied them int•o 
rafts, and cmb-nked their whole force. But 
this could not be done without the know­
ledge of the Saukies, who difpatched a con­
fiderable Lady of warriors to oppofe their 
landing. It is unneceffary to relate all the 
horrid particulars of the engagement which 
enfucd; I will only mention that the Iro­
quefe at length effeded their landing with 
the lofs -of half their number, and retreated 
precipitately to their own country, leaving 
behind them all the furs ·and fl<ins ·which 
t hey had taken in their huntin_g. The fharc 
I had bad in this fuccefs gained n1c the 
fricndfhip of all the nation; and, at my de-
ueJ they frnt fome of their young men to 

guide 
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~guide me through the woods to the Engli!h 
fcttlemcnts, and took their leave of me with 
every expreilion of eCT eern, and a confider­
able prcfent of valuable furs. 

Tbcfe, gentlemen, are the mofi import­
ant and intercfling of my adventures; and 
as I have already tref paired too long upon 
your patience, I {hall haften to conclude my 
fiory. After this I was employed in va­
~ious parts of America and the vVeft Indies, 
during the reft of the war. I fuffered hard­
ihips and difficulties innumerable, and ac­
quired, as my father had foretold, a little 
wifdom at the price of a confiderablc quan­
tity of blood. \Vhen the war was ended., 
I found rnyfelf nearly in the fame fituation 
as I began, except the prefcnt of my 
friendly Americans, which I had turned into 
money and remitted to England. I there­
fore now began ro feel my military enthu­
fiafin abated, and having permiffion to 
leave the fervice, I embraced that oppor­
tunity of returning to my country, fully de­
tcrn1incd to fpend the remainder of 1ny life 

amid 



.amid -my family and friends. I found n1y 
father and mother fiili living, who received 

me in the fondei1: manner. I then employed 

the little fund I had acquired to fiock a 

farm, which I hired in the neighbourhood, 

and where I imagined my care and indufiry 

would be fufficient to infure us all a com­

fortable (ubfiftence. Some little time after, 

I married a virtuous and indufirious young 

woman, the mother of the unfortunate chil­

dren who are fo much indebted to your 

bounty. For fome time I made a i11ift to 
fucceed tolerably well : but at length the 

difireffes of my country increafing, I found 

n1yfelf involved in the deepeft poverty~ 

Several years of uncommon feveri ty de­

ftroyed my cattle, which is the chief fupport 

of the highlanders, and rotted the fcanty 
crops, which were to fupply us with fooa, 
upon the ground. I cannot accufe myfelf 

of either voluntary unthriftinefs, or ncglet.'°l: 

of my bufinefs; but there are fome fitua­

tions in which it feems impoffible for hu­
man exertion to ftem the torrent of n1is-

f ortune~ 
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fortunr. But wherefore fhould I give pain 
to fuch kind and worthy benefactors, by a 
detail of all the mifcries which I, and many 

· of my poor countrymen h4ve endured?­
I will therefore only mention, that aft''I hav­
ing fuffered, I think, every difirefa wh:ch 
human nature is equal to fupport; after 
having feen my tender parents, and lafl, my 
dear, unfortunate wife, pe-rifh by the hard­
iliips of our fituation, I took the refolution 
of for ever abandoning a country which 
feemed incapable of fupporting its inhabit­
ants. I thought that the milder climate 
and more fertile foil of Arnerica might per­
haps enable a wretched wanderer, who aiked 
no more than food for his fiarving chi1d.-en, 
to drag on) a little longer, a mifcrable life., 
"\Vith this idea, I fold the remainder of my 
flock, and after having paid whatever ,vas 
due to my landlord, I found I had juft 
enough to tranfport myfclf and fa;n;Jy inro 
eternal bani{hrncnt. I reached a fea-port 
town, and embarked with my children on 
board a CT1ip that \\ as fetting fail for l1 hila-

V O L. 11r. II delphia~ 



ck I ph ia. But the fa me ill fr1rtune fcen~c-<l 
{lill to accompany my itcps; fer a drLadfol 
fiorrn arofe, \\ hich, af::er having toft opr 
,., cifc l d U r i 11 g fr V (' r al d a)' S, \\ T t C k Cd U S at 
length upon the cnafL All the crew, in­
deed, efcapcd, c1.nd \\·ith i1111-nirc difficulty I 
favu.l thefc dear, but mif..:rablc jnfanrs, who 
no,r accompany me; but ,,.hen I rcfk{t 
upon rny fituatwn, in a difl.ant counrry, ,i. itho u t rcfourc-es, friends, or hope~, I arn 
al muft inclined to th ink that ,ve might all 
have been h::1ppicr in the bofom of the 
occano 

.r{crc the h1ghland~r finifhcd his fiory, 
.1;1d al! the company \rere affected with the 
recital of his diflrcffcs. They all endc:1-
voured to comfort him with the kindd1 ex­
prefTions and promi~es of af11!1ancc; ln t 
~1 i fs Si m moo s, :.1 ft Lr fh e h ,1 d v,: i t h f om c d i f­
-'i cul ty ccm po fed her frlf enough to f peak, 
a{ked the man if his nan1e was not Andrew ' 
Campbell. The highlander anfwercd, with 
fome furprife, it was. Then, faid !he, you 

:wdJ 
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\viil find that you have a friend., \\ ham, a! 
yet, you are not acq uaintcd with, who has 
both the ab i E t y and the w iI l to G: r v c you • 
That friend, added fhe, feeing all the co1:1-
pany were a11:oniilied, is no other t'.1an my 
uncle. That Colon-el Simmons, v, horn yon• 
l,a ve defc-ribed with f-o much feeling ai1d af­
fection, Wls brother to my father, and con .. 
fequcntly uncle to rnyfelf. It is no wonder 
-that the n1emory of fuch _a n-1an frould b(; 
venerated by all his relations. I have oftca 
heard rny uncle fpeak of his untimely death. 
as the greatcfl 1nisfortune which ~vcr hJp­
pencd t? our fa~nil y; ~d1d I ha vc often feen 
-hirn read,, v:i ~h tears in his eyes, many of 
his brother:s letters, in which he fpeak:-. 

. 1 l n.. , • ,(t . r l . . . ' . r Wlt 1 t 1e grettClL :li~C\.. 10n 01' 113 fa.Iln1Ln 
highlander, Andrew C:11npb~II. 

1\t 1th-~ft words the poor highlander, :;.;1_ 
able t-o rrpref.) the ftrong eq1otions of hi :" 
In ind, fi1rang fonvard in a fudden tranfpon 
of joy, and, '.".11:hout confide-ration of cir­
cumfl-anccs, caught rdifs Sin1mons in his 
nnns, cxdain1ing at the fan1e ti1nc, Praifc l 

u 2 l,e 
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be God for this happy and unexpe{ceci 
meeting! Bleffcd be n1y 'fl1ipwreck itfelf, 
that has given me an opportunity of feeing, 
before I d:e, fome of the blooci of my dear 
and \Vorthy cclonel ! A11-1 perceiving l\tlifs 
Simmens confu[cd at this abrupt and un­
expected fal u tation, he added, in the mofi: 
refpectfol manner: Pardon me, my honour-

. ed young lady, for the improper liberty I 
h J v e ta kc n ; but I v, as not ma{~ c. r of my­
fe 1 f to fi:1ci, al a time ,vhcn I tl-:ought my­
fclf the mofl forlorn a;1d mifcrablc of the 
hum:111 :ace, tlut I was in comrany \\ ith 
the nearcft rcl.ition of the man, that, 1fcer 
my own father, I l.a,·e ahrays loved and re­
vt'rcnc~d mofr. l\!Lfs SimmoBs an1-\PC'red, 
wirli the greaten afl-:tbiiity, that fhe frLcly 
excufrd the \rarmth of his affc{lion; and 
that {he would that very Jay acquaint her 
uncle \rith this cxtraordin,:iry event; \\ lio, 
:O,e did not doubr, would come over \\ith 
the ~rc,Hef1 expedition to fee a perfon whon1 
he kne'.v fo,vcll by name, and\\ ho could in ... 
fonn hi111 of fo nrnny p~irticulars of her uncle. 

And 
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And now the company being fcparated. 
Tommy, who had l iitened \vith filcnt at­
tention to the ftory of the highlander, took 
an opportun ity of following Mr. Barlow., 
who was w2lking out: and when he per­
ceived they were alone, he looked at him 
as if he had fon1e weigh ty matter. to dif­
clofe, but was un~ble to give it utteranceo 
11r. Barlow, therefore, turned. to,,vards him 
with the greateft kindnefs, and, taking him 
tenderly by the hand,. inquired what he 
wifhed. Indeed, fir, anfwered Tommy, 
almoft crying, I am fcarcely able to tell 
you. But I have been a very bad and un­
grateful boy, and I am afraid' you no longer 
have t~c fau1e affe{t:ion for rne. 

1'Ar. BARLOW. 

If you are fenfible of your fauhs, my 
little friend, that is a very great ftep towards 
amending them. Let me therefore know 
what it is., the recollection of ·which dif­
treffes you fo much, and if it is in my 
power to affi!l: in n1aking you cafy, there 

H 3 lS 
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is nothing, I am fure> ,v hich 1 fr1all be 
clincci to ref ufc you. 

'Tol\1 Mi-. 

Oh, fir! your fpeaking to me with f 
much goodnefs hurts n1c a great deal more 
than it you were to be very c1.ngry. For 
·:_h ~ n pto '.J k arc ~ n gry :1 nd p~ fE ona ~c, o nf! J • t • .J • I • (1.:.k':, nor 1o i:H?Cn m1Du v,i1,it tfH"I Jar. Bu: , , 

when you f pc~!· with fo mt1ch kindnefs, it 
fccms to pierce me to t 1c very heart, be. 
ca ufo 1 know I ha vc not Jcfrrvcd it • 

. 
· .But if you arc fcl1fible of hav·ng com-

n1lttcd ~lnv fault~ . vou mav rcfo1Yc to be .. ,I • ./ J 

helve fo \\'ell for the future., tha: you may 
c.kfcrvc every body's friendfhip an 1 ef~ecm.,. 
Few people :ire fa pcrfrd -1.s not to err fomc­
timrs ; and if yo.u are convinced of your 
rrors, you \\'ill be n1orc cautious how you 

give way to them a fccond time. 
ToM MY. 

Indee<l, fir, I am very happy to hear 
you fay io-1 will then tell you every thing 

which 
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Vihich lies fo heavy upon 1ny 1nind. Yo:· 

n1u!l: know Lhen, fir, that, although I bave 

1 i \' e d io 10 n g \Ni ( h y Ou' a 11 d, d LI ring a 11 that 

time, yC'u have u~ken fo much pains to 

improve rn c i n c very r hi 11 g} a:, d teach me 

to act ·we 1l to every body, I had no fooner 

quitted your {i~thr) th,111 I became, I think, . ,:;, 

a worfc bo\' thc1n ivcr I w::i.s before. 
; 

Tiut \\·h)·' do vou 1:ud~te fo fcvereiv of 
, j L> J 

your fr lt~ :1s to t hir: k you were become \Vo r L; 

th~u1 ever? Perhaps you have been a little 

thoughtlcfs and giddy, and thefc are faults 
vi'· hi ch I cannot with truth fay you were ever 

free from. 
To :--1 ?-.1 Y. 

Ko, fir, \vhat I have been guilty of is 
infinitely worfe :han ever. I have al 1Nays 

been very gid,Jy and very thoughtlcCs; but 

1 never imagined I co uld have been the 

n'loi1 infolc11t and ungr~t~ful boy in the-

t,1r. D.\RLOYV. 

Yo'l frightc.:1 111~, n1y l~rtk friend.-Is it 
u. 4- pollil:le 
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rnfEble yo.u can have committed aclicns 
that deferve fo harih a name? 

To :-.1.:11 y. 
Yo1:.1 i11all judge yourfelf, fir; for now I 

have begun, 1 am detennined to tell you 
all. You know, fir., that when I fir.ft came 
to you, l had an high opinion of myfelf 
for being born a gentleman, and a very 
great contempt for every body in an in­
ferior fiation. 

l\ 1r. B .-\ R L O W. '· 
J muft confefs you ha ','e ahrnys had fom~ 

tendency to both thefe follies. 
'f O .i\l l\ll. 

"Yes,. fir; but you have fo often laughed 
-at me upon the fubjett, and fhown me the 

· folly of people's imagining themfelvcs bet­
ter than others, without any merit of their 
own, that 1 was gro\'vn a little wifer. Be­
fides, I have fo often obferved that thofe 1 
defpifed could do a variety of things \Vhich 
I was ignorant of, while thofe who are vain 
of being gentle1nen can do nothing ufcful 
or ingenious, that I had ~ pcgun to b~ 

aJhamed. 
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afhamed of 1ny folly. But fincc I came 
home, I kept comp:u1y with a great many 
fine yo1,mg gentlemen and ladies that 

thought themfel ves f u perior to all the rcft 

of the world, and ufcd to defpife every one 

elfe, and they have n1adc me forget every 
thing I learned before. 

Mr. Il,A R Lo ,v:. 

Perhaps then I was mif1:aken, when I 

taught 1 ou that the greateft merit any per­

~n coulJ have, is to be good and ufeful; 

thefe fine young· gentlemen and ladies may 
be wifer, and have given you better leifons. 

If Lhat is the cafe, you will have great rea­

fon to rejoice that you have changed fo 

1nuch for th~ better. 
Tor-.rMY.-

No, fir, no-; I never thought them either 

good or wife ; for they know nothing but 

how to drefs their hair and buckle their 

!hoes. But they pcrfuaded me that it was 

neceifary to be polite, and talked to me fo 

often upon the fubject:, that I could not 

he Ip believing them. 

H5 Mr. 
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1'·1 r. BAR Low .. 
I am very gLld to hear that; it is ncccf .. 

fary for every body to be polite. They 
therefore, 1 fuppofe, inflruded you to be 
more obliging and civil in your manners 
t han ever you were before. l n fiead of do­
ing you any hurt, this ,viII be the grcateft . . improvement you can rece1 vc. 

,,.r, 
0 :\1 MY. 

">to, fir, quite the contrary-I nfiead of 
·tt~aching me to be civil and obliging, they 
ha \·c rnade n1e ruder and worie behaved 
than ever I was b~fore. 

1-1 r. BAR Lo'-''. 
If that is the cafc, I fear thefc nne. 

youpg gentlemen and ladies undertook to. 
teach you more th2n they under.flood them­
fcl \'CS. 

To~1 H Y . 

1 n J c e d, fi r, I a 111 o f t he fa me op I rn on 
nw fr If. nut 1 did not think f o then, and J 

t hcr~fore 1 did ,vhatever I obfrr.ved thcn1 
do, and t_alk ed in the fame 111anncr as I 
bca 1·d them udk. They u fed to be al wayi. 

laugh-
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hughing at Harry Sandford; and I grew 

fo fooldh that 1 did not choofe to keep 

company \Yith him any longer. 

!vlr. BAR Low. 

That was a pity) bccaufc I am.convinced 

he really loves you. I--Iowever, it is of no 

grear confequence-, for he has employment 

enJugh at home; and, however ingenious 

)'OU may be, I do not think that he wilt 

learn how to rr1anage his land, or raife food, 

from your convcrfation. It \vill, therefore, 

be better for hi1n to convcrfc with fanncrs, 

1nd leave you to the. fociery of gentlemen. 

Indeed, this~ I know, has always been his. 

taflc ; and had not your father preft hi tn 

very much to accompany you home, he 

,·votdd ·have Eked much better to avoid the 

'liut. However, I will inform him that you. 

have gained other r1~iends, and advifc him., 

for the futurl·, to avoid your. company. 

To:r-1 ~1 Y, 

Oh, fir! I did not think you could be fo 

cruel. I lo,·e Harry Sandford better than 

1!1y O[hcr poy in the \vorld, and I ihall nc-
1 6 "\'<>>-• ,..-.; ... 
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vcr be happy till he forgives me a] 1 my bad 
btha viour, and converfe~ with me again as 
he ufed to do. 

n:r. BAR LO\V. 

But then, perhaps, you may lofr the ac­
q uaincance ~fall thofe polite young gentle­
men and ladies. 

To:.ory ~ 
I care very little about that, fir. But, L 

fear,. I ha\ e behaved fo ill, that he n.eve.:4 

will be able to forgive me and love me as 
he did formerly. 

Tommy then went on, and repeated with 
great exacrncfs the fiory of his infolence 
and ingratitude, \Vhich had fo great an ef­
fer'.1 upon him, that he burfl into tears and 
cried a crnfideraule t:,ne. He then con­
cluded \\ ith a1king IV1r. Barlow ifhe thought 
I-Jarry \\ouki be ever able to forgive him. 

l\.I r. BAR Lo ,v. 
I cannot conceal from you, n1y little 

friend, that' yon have atted very ill indeed 
in this affair. however, if you arc rea11y 
a!hamtd of all your pafi conduct, and de-

termined 
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termined to act better, I do not doubt that 
fo generous and good.natured a boy as 
1-Iarry is, will forgive you all. 

To ~1 MY. 

Oh,. fir! I fhou}d be thehappiefl: creature 
in the world-Will you be fo kind as ro· 
bring him here to-day ? a:nd you !hall fee 
how I will behave .. 

Mr. BAR LO\V. 

Softly, Tommy, foftly. What is. Harry 
to come here for? Have you not infulted 
and abufed him, without reafon; and, at 
laft, proceeded fo far as to !trike him, only 
becaufe he \vas giving you the befl: advice, 
and endeavouring to preferve you from dan­
ger? Can you imagine that any human 
being will come to you in return for f uch 
treatment? at Ieaft till you have convinced 
him that you are afhamed of your paffion 
and inj ufl:ice, and that he may expect bet­
ter ufage for the future. 

To~o.ry. 
1Vhat then muft I do, fir ? 
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j\fr. BARLOW. 

If you \l,ant any future connexion ,ril11 
Harry Sandfor.d., it is your bufin<.:fs to gp 
to hun and tell him fo . 

....,, 
l O :'\1 ~1 Y • 

'\Vhat, fir! go to a far.mer's, to cxpofr 
myfclf before all his family? 

1v1 r. BAR Low. 
Juft now ycu told me you ,vere rearly to 

do every thing, and ) ct you cannot rake 
the trouble of vifiting your friend at his 
own houfe. You then im1ginc that a pcr­
:fon does not expofe himfclf by acl.ing \\ rong, 
but by acknov, ledging and amending hiJ 
faults! 

To1D1 v ~ 
Dut what would ~very body foy, if a 

young gentleman. like me was to go an•i 
beg pardon of a farmer's [on ? 

1\1r. BARLOW. 

They will probahly fay, tl1at you have. 
!norc fcnfe and gratitude th:1n they txpect­
ed. llo\vcvcr, yon arc co a-:t as you !)kctfe; 
v;ith t.;C frntin1ents ,·ou fiill fccn1 to enter-• 

J 

tarn ,, 

.. 
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tain, Harry will certain r y be a very unfit 
companion, and you will do niuch better 
to cultivate the new acquaintance you have 
nude. 

l\1r. Barlo\v was then going away, but 
Tommy burfr again into tears, and begged 
him not to go; upon which Mr. Barlovr 
faid, I do not want to leave you, Ton1n1y., 
but our converfation is now at an end. You 
hav.e afked my advice, which I have given 
you freely. I have told you how you 
ought to act, if you would prefcrve the ef-. 
teem of any good or fenfible friend, or pre­
vail upon Harry to excufe your paft beha­
viour. But as you do not approve of · ,vhat 
I fuggcficd, you muft follow your own opi­
nions . 

Pray, fir, pray, fir, fai.d Tommy., fobbing, 
do not go. I have ufed Harry Sandford in 
the moft barbarous manner; my father is 
~ngry with me; and if you defcrc me, I 
!hall have no friend left in the ,,orld. 

!vfr. l3 AR I, 0 W • 

That will be your own fault, and there­

fore 
, 
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fore you will not deferve to be pitied. Is it 
not in your own power to preferve all your 
friends, by an honc1l confeffion of your 
faults? Your father \vill be pleafed, Harry 
Sandford \rill heartily forgive you, and I 
!hall retain the fame good opinion- of your 
characcer which 1 have long had. 

To:\l:.IY. 
And is it really poffible, fir, that you 

fhould have a good opinion of n1e, after 
all I have told you about 1nyfelf? 

l\1r BARLOW. 

I have always thought you a little vain 
and carelefs, I confe-fs ; but, at the fame · 
time, I 1 magined you had hoth good fenfc 
and generofity in your charader; 1 de­
pended upon the firft to make you fee 
your faults, and upon the f~cond to correct 
then1. 

To 1111 v. 
Dear fir, I am very much obliged to­

you: but you have always been .cxtremeli 
kind and friendly to n1eo 
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l\lr. IlARLO\v • 

.. A.nd, therefo · e, I told your fathe1: yef­
terdly, \\ ho is very 1-nuch hurt at your 
q uarrd with Harry, that tho-u 6h a fuqden 
pailion might have tranfporteC: you too farDt 
yet, when you came to confider the 1natter 
coolly, yau would perceive your faults and 
acknowledge them: were you not to be­
have in this manner, I ov·ned I could fay 
nothing in your fa vou-r. And I was very 
much connrmcd jn this opinion, when I 
faw the courage you exerted in the refcue 
of l-Iaxry's bmb., and the corripaffion you ' 
felt for the poor hightander. A boy, faid 
1, ,vho has fo 1nany excellent difpofitions> 
can never perfift in bad behaviour. He 
1nay do wrong by accident, but he will be 
a-fhamed of his errors, and endeavour to 
repair them by a frank and generous ac­
knowledgment. This has al ways been tl-1e 
conduct of really grent and ekvated minds; 
\\i hile n1ean and grove lii ng ones alone ima­
gine tLat it is neceifary to perfifi in faults 
they ha v~ once com1nittcd, 
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To~Dt Y. 

Oh, fir !-I will go di redly, and cntr~at 
.Harry to fo rgive me; l am coin inccd t h~1t 
all you fay is r~ght.-But will.you not go 
Vr ith me? Do, pr-ly, fir, be fiJ good.-

1\1 r. BA~ Lo,v .. 
Gently, bo-ent1v, my £:rooJ friend; vnu are (. ,,/ # 1:, • 

I ,, 

ah\ays for doing every thing in c:n inftant. 
I am very giad you have tal·2n ~ refolution 
\\ hich "~ ill do you fo much credit, and gi ,·c . 

~ 

fo much fatisfac1: ion to ,·our O\\ n rnind: 
but before you execute it, I think it \\·Jll 
be neceuary to fpcak to your father aqd 
mother upon the fubjed, and, in the mean 
time, I_ \vill go 2.nd pay a vifit to farmer 
Sand t(1rd,, and bring you an account of 
IIar~-y •. 

To.MuY. 
Do fir, . be:: fo good; a.nd tell Harry1 if 

you pkatc, that there is nothing I ddire fo 
n1uch as to fee him; and that nothing f11all 
C\Tr make n 1 c bthave ill again. I have 
heard too, fir, that there WJS a poor black) f 
that came brggi 1g to us, v.· ho fa vcd Harry .. , 

from " __ 
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fron1 the bull; if I could but find him 
out, I would be good to him as long a:; I 
li Ve'. 

i\Ir. 13ar1ow commended Tommy very 
much for difp0Gtio11s fo full of gratitude 

.: and goodnefs; and taking lea Ye of him, 
\\Cllt to communicate the convcrfation he 

bJd juft had to Idr. ~vI~rton. That gen­
tleman felt the uncere!l: plcafure at the ac­
count, and entreated ~Ir. Barlo\v to go di .... 

rccl:I y to prepare Harry to recei vc his fon. 
That little boy, added he, has the nobleCT: 
mind that ever adorned an human being; 
nor {hall I be ever happy till I fee my fon 
a.cknowledging ail his faults, and entreating 
forgivenefs: for with the virtues that I 
have difcovered in his foul he appears to 
n1e a more el igi bic friend and companion 
than noblemen or princes • 

~1r. Barlow, therefore, fet out on foot, 
though l'v1r. 11erton \vould have fent his 
carriage and fervants to attend him, and 

foon arrived at I\1r. Sandford's farm. It 

was a pleafant frot; fituated upoa the: 
gentle 
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gentle decli· cy of an hill, at the fcot of 
which windecJ ,d:;~ 6 a fv,ift and clear little 
ftrcam. The houfe itfolf v:as fmall, but 
warm and conrcuie1:it, fr1rnifocd ·with the 
grcate'l fimplici::y., bat managed with per­
fec: ncatntfs. As ~ 1r. Earlow approached, 
he fa,v the O\vner himfclf guiding a 1~Iough 
through one of hi& ov n fit.Ids,. and I fa ·rry, 
who had now refumed the farmer, di:ecled 
the Lorfcs. But when he fa.\V ivlr. Barlow 
coming acrofs :r:e field, he flopped his te2m, 
and letting fall his ,,·hip) fprilng fon~·Jrd to 
meet hi1n with ail th" un~Ifec1rd ea6c:-rcfs 
of joy. As l"con ~s I-Inrry had falut~d rtlro. 
Barlow, and inquired afrer his health, he 
aiked him \\ ith the greatei1 k1ndnefs after 
Tommy; For I fancy, :Gr, fai · he, by the 
\ray which I fee ycu come,, you have been 
at 1',1r. l\.1erton's houfe. Indeed I haYe> 
replied l'vlr. Barlow·; but l am very forry 
to find that Tommy and you are not upon 
as good terms as you formerly were. 

H,\RR y. 

fir I am very forrv for it mvfe}f. , , , 

But 
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But I do not know that I have g-iven n-1aCT:er 
Merton any reaf on to change his fentiments 

.about me: and thot.:gh I do not think he 

has treated me as \vell as he ought to do, i: 
have the g:reateft defire to hea-r that he is 
well. 

).fr. BAR LOW. 

That you might have known yourfelf, 

:h~1d you not left 1-lr. 1V1erton's houfc fo f ud­

·dcnl y, ,vi thou t taking leave of any one-» 

·even your friend, Mr. 1\1erton, who has al­

ways treated you with fo much kindnefs. 
J-L~RR Y. 

Indeed, fir, I {hall be very unhappy if 
you think I have done wrong; but be fo 
good as to tell me how I could have acled 

·othcrwife. I am very forry to appear to 

accufe maftcr Jvlcrton, neither do I bear 

any refrntment againft him for what he has 

done ; but fince you fpeak to me upon 
the fubjecr, I :fhall be obliged to tell the 
truth. 

!\:Ir. BARLOW. 

\Vcll, Harry, let n1c hear it. You 

know 
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know I {hall be the la H: pc rfon to condemn 
you if you do not deferve it. 

HARRY. 

I kno,v your conft~nt kindncfs to me, 
fir, and I always confide in it: however I 
am not fenfible now that I am in fault. 
You know, fir, that it was with great un-
1villingne(s I ,rent to 11 r .1-Icrton 's, for I 
thought there \Yould be fine gentlc1nen and 
ladies there that would ridicule my drefs 
and manners: and though mafier 1\1erton 
has bc~n ahrays very friendly in his beha-
viour towards me, I could not help think­
~ng that he n1ight grow afhamed of n1y 
company at his own houfr. 

J\,fr. BARLO\V. 

Do you wonder at that, Harry, confidcr­
ing the difference there is in your rank and 
fortune? 

}I_\~ Ry• 

:No, fir, I cannot fay I do, for I g~nera11y 
obferve that thofe who are rich will fcarccl/ 
treat the poor with common civility. B~t, 
i n this panicL1lar cafr, I <lid not fee any 

r 
rca10 
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n:afon for it. I never defired maflcr i\Iet­
·ton to admit me to his company or invite 
n1c to his houfe, becaufc I knew that I was 
born and bred in a very inferior fiatior~. 
You \\ ere fo good as to take me to your 
!1oufe, and there I became acquainted with 
him; and if I was then 1nuch in his com­
pany, it \ras bee au [e he fcc1ned to ciefi re it 
him ft.If, and I ah, ays endeavoured to treat 
him \\it h the greateft refpec1. 

lv1r. B ~\ R r.ow. 
That, indeed, is true, !-Iarry ; in all your 

1ittle plays and fiudies I have never ob­
frrvcd any thing but the greateft mildnefs 
J.nd good-nature on your part. 

lL\R Ry. 

1 hope, fir, it has never been otherwifc. 
But though I have the greatcfl- affedion for 
m _aftcr !\lerton, I never defirc to go home 
·with him. \Vhat fort of a figure could a 
poor boy 1 ikc n1c make .it a gentleman's 
table, among little mafters and miffes that 
po,\ der their hair, and wear buckles a<;.. big 
-~is our horfcs carry upon their harnefs ? If 

I at ... 
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I a:tttn1pted to fpeak, I was always laughcJ 
at, or if I did any thing, I was f ure to hear 
fo1nething about clowns and rufiics ! And 
yet, I thinl~, though they were all gentle­
men and ladies, you would not much han'.! 
approved of their converfation, for it \\'a's 
about nothing but plays, and drcfs, and 
trifles of that nature. I never heard one of 
them mention a fingle word about faying 
their prayers, or being dutiful to their pa­
rents, or doing any good to the poor . 

. Mr. BAR Lo,v. 
WelI, Harry, but if you did not like 

their converfation, you furcly might have 
borne it with patience for a little while: 
and then, I heard fomething about you.r 
being quarrclfome. 

HARRY. 

Oh, fir I I hope not.-I ,ras, to be fure, 
once a little pafiionare, but that I coulJ 
not help, and I hope you will forgi, e me. 
There was a moddt, fenfiblc young lady, 
that was the only perfon who treated me 
,\ith any kindnefs; and a bold, forward, 

ill-
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Bl-natured boy, affronted her in the groiTefl:: 
manner, only becaufe fhe took notice of 
me. Could I help taking her part? Have 
you not told n1e too, fir, rhat e\·ery pcrfon, 
though he fhould avoid quarrels, has ;l 

right to defend himfe1f whr.n he 1s at­
t'1ckcd ? 

Mr. BAR LO""":. 

'\Vell, Harry, I do not much blame you, 
from the circumi1ances I ha vc heard of th:i;:: 
affair: but why did you leave ~.f.r. l\,I eno:1's 
family fo abruptly, without fpeaki ng to any. 
body, or thanking .Nlr. Ivlerton himfelf for 
the ci vil1t ies he had ihown you ? \Vas th~t 
right ? 

HARRY. • . 

Oh, dear, fir, I have cried about it fr_ 
veral times, for I think I rn uH- appear ve1y 
rude and ungrateful to l\1r. l\ferton. But 
as to mafler Tommy) I did not lt~ve hin1 
\vhile I thought I co .. ild be of any ufc. 1-Ie 
treated me, I muft 1.1..y, in a very un,vcr~hy 
1110.nner; he joined w1th all .:he other 11nc 
little gentkmcn in abu fi ng n1e, only becaufe 

VOL. III. 1 1 en ... 
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I endeavoured to perfuade them not to go 
to a ! ull b;:iit1ng; and then at laft he fhuc 
n1c. I did not flnke him again, bccaufe I 
loved him fo much, in fpite of all his un .. 
kind n e fs ; nor J id I I eave h i m • ti 11 I fa w h c 
, 1.:as quite fafr in the hands of hi , own frr-

1 v;-itlr1. And, then, how could I go b.1ck 
to h1--; houfe, .after \·h:1t he h:1.d done to me? 
,J did not choofe to complain of him to Mr. 
·~Ierton ; a :~ d ho\•; could .I behave to ½in1 
as ·I had done bc!o re, ,;;- ·itno~1t beinµ: g 1i!ry 

-of mcan n-:(s and fal[cbood? And t!v~re­
.fore I thought it better to go homL .. , aa d 
dcfire you to fpeak to ~lr. :v1crt0i!, and t;l­

:tre.at hin1 to forgive my rudenLfii. 
~vlr. BAR 1.ow. 

·\Vell, H.ir-ry, 'I c<1n inform yoJ that !',1r; 
~1ertcn is pcrfedly far isfi ed lliJOl1 that ac­
count. But there is one ctrcumfiance you 
have not rncntio,1eci, my little friend, and 
that is vour favin ,, T()mm,y's life fro1n the / b 

:fury of the enraged bull. 
Il ARR y. 

L ~ to thr:t, fir, -1 hope J f11oulJ ha .. ,-e done 
,thr 
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the fame for any human creature. But I 
believe that neither of us would have ef­
caped, if it had not been for the poor 
courageous black, that ca:n1e to our ailift-
•ance. 

Mr. BARLO\v. 

I fee, I-I-arry, that you are a boy -of a 
noble and generous fpirit., and I highly ap­
prove of every thing you have done : bur, 

· · are you determined to . forfakc Tomrn.y 
.tlerton for ever~ becaufe he has once bc­
ha v ed ill; 

I, fir ! no, I am fure. But, though T 
an1 poor., I do not deiire the acquaintance 
of any body that defpife.s me. Let him keep 
-:omrany with his gentlen1en .and ladies, I 
arn fatisfied \.\ith companions in rr1y own 
fiat ion. But furely, fir, it is not I that for­
fake him., but he that has cafr n1e off. 

Mr. B .'\ R Low. 
But if he is forry fur what he has done, -

and only defires to acknowledge his faults, 
~nd obtain your pardon ? 

-H :\!:1-R. Y. 
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:HARRY. 

Oh, dear, fir! I fhould forget every thing 
1n an infiant.. I knew rnafrer Tommy was 
always a little p:1.ITionate and hcadfirong; 
but he is at the fame time generous and 
good-natured; nor would he, I am f ure, 
ha vc treated me fo ill, if he had not been 
encouraged to it by the other young gcn­
tlen1en. 

1v1r. BAR Low. 
Well, Harry, I believe your friend is 

thorough ly fenfible of his faults, and that 
you \vill have little to fear for the future. 
lle is impatient till he fees you and aiks _ 
your forgi vencfo. 

HARRY. 

Oh, :fir, I fhould forgive him if he had 
beaten me an hundred times. But, though 
I cannot leave the horfes now, if you will 
be fa .kind to ,rait a little, I dare fay my 
fa ther will kt me go when he leaves off 
ploughing. 

l\i1 r. ll A R L O W. 

N o r-Iarrv ther-e is no occafion for that. , ,I , 

Ton1my 

I 

l 
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Tommy has indeed ufed you ill, and ought 
to acknowledge it; otherr;ife he will not -

deferve to be tru fted again. He w i I I call 
upon you, and tell you all he fceb upon the 
occr1fion. In the mean time I was dcfircd, 
both by him and lY1r. 1\6:erton, to inqllire 
after the poor negro that ferved you [o ITU­

terially, and favcd you from the bull. 

• He is at our houfr, fir; for I invited hirn 
home with n1e; and, ·when my father heard 
how \vell he had behaved} he made him up 
~ little bed over the ft.1blc, and gives hirn 
victuals every day; and the poor man f1.. emsi 
very thankful and induftrious, and frys h~ 
would gladly do any kind of work to earn 
his fu bfiCT:ence. 

Mr. Barlo\Y then took his lec1 vc of 

IIarry, and, afrer having fpoken to hi; 
father, rcrurned to rv1 r. Nlerto n. Du rin o-

o 
his ab fence, r,1 r. Si m mo n s had arr i v c d 
there to fetch away his ncice; but, ,vhcn 

he had heard the ftory of the high­
lander, he perfec1:I y recollected his n;ime 

I 3 and 

- I 
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an d charac.1er, and was touched with th e 
fi:1ccr~Jt compaffion for his fufferings. Upon 
convc rfi ng wi~h the poor n1an, he found 
t h ,H he was extremely well acquainted with 
ag;riculture, as well as truly induftrious, and 
t;1c rcfore inHantly propofed to fettle him in 
a (m:dl farm of bis own, \\ hich happer"?ed to 
be vacant. The poor man rece ived thi s 
trnexpefred change in his fortune wi th tear ' or joy , nnd every mark of unaffel'"ted gra ... 
ti tud.:; and Mr. !'vkrton, who never wanted 
gcnrrofity,, infif1ed upon having a thare ia 
his eftabli{hment. He propofcd to fupply 
him with the necdfary infhuments of agri­
cultu re, and a couple of horfes, to begin the 
culture of his land. Juft jn that moment ., 
Mr. Barlow entered, and, when he had 
heard, with the finccrcfi plcafure, the i m­
p rovement of his circumfb.nccs, begged 
per miilion to {hare in fo benevolent an 
adion. I have an cxccll~nt milch cow, 
fi1 id h c, ·w h i c h I ca n very w c 11 f pa re, w ho f e 
n1ilk \\ill fpecdily recruit the fir eng th o f 
thcfc poor children ; and I ha ve lnlf a 

do?,cn 
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dozen e\\ts aNi -a ram>\\ hich I . hopr, under 
NI r. Campbell 'F n 1:rn.agc-rne n t, w il i foon in­
c re<1 fe to a tH,m<:-rou ~ Rock. The poor high­
]ander fee med a!rnoC frdntic with fuch a pro­
fufion of unexpected bleffings, a.nd faid, that 
he \\ ifued nothing more rhan to paf~ the rc­

n1ai:1der of hi6 Jays in fuch a gen<:rous na­
t: G:', and to be enabled to ih ow at 1 ea fi th c 

!e;1tl.1, nts \\, hich fuch undeferved ~renerofi ty 
0 

ha<l tJ..Citc:d. 

h.t nrght, ~1r: 11e.rton, who \\·as def1rou~,·,, 
by c v l' r y r• 1 l t hod, to fu pp or t t he good i rn -~ 
prdfJons \\ hich h~d no\v taken poffeffion of 
1~o rnmy's mind; propofed that l\'lifs Sin1-
rnons {houlJ favour them with the conch1=• 

fion of the fiory \vhich fhe had begun the 
night before. That young lady inftantly. 
complied, and then read them. 

CJ/Je Conc!tljlon of the Sto1y of SoPHRON and 
TIGRA:S ES. 

Trr E vencr~blc Cha res continued his nar­
:ration thus; I paffcd fcvcral months among 

1 4 the 
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the Arabians, delighted with the fimpiic ity 
oft heir 1i f e and t he i n no c enc e of the i r rn an­
n er s: and would to heaven, added he, ,vith 
a figh, that I had accepted their fnend1y 
invitations, a!1d never quitted the f31encc of 
their hofpitable deferts l J--Iow many frenes 
i11ould I have avoided, which fill thefe aged 

eyes ,vith tears., and pierce 1ny foul 'rvith hor­
sor., as often as 1 recolkc~ them ! I ihould 
no: have been witnefs to fuch a wafte of hu­

n1an blood> nor traced the gradual ruin of 
n)y country. 1 :f11ou1d not have feen ocr 
tov,:ns involved in flames) nor our helpkfs 

children the captives of fell barbarians. B ~.lt 

ir is in vain for hum,1n beings to repine ,:t 

the juft decrees of Providence, ,rhich have 
config_ned every people to n1ifery and fervi­
tude that abandon virtue, and attach them­

felves to the purfuit cf plea fore. 

I kft Arabi2., v:ith an heart pe1v:trated 

w ~th gratitude ~nd ad ir. irat ion for its virtuous 
and benevolent inhab itants. They dif miiTed 
n1e wi th every m:uk of kindncfs and hofpi .. 

t~lity, guided me over their dreary defrrts., 
<lndJ 
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and., at parting, prefented · me _ with one of 
thofe beautiful horfes, which are the admi-­

ration of all the fu rrounding natim1s. I will -

not trouble you with an account of the dif-. 

fcrent countries which I wandered over in 
fearch of wifdom and experience. At length 

I returned to my native city, determined to 

pafs the refi of my life in obfcurity and re ... -

tirement:. for the refuft of ,:dl my obferva­

tions was,. that he is happidt, who paffes 

his time in innocent employments and the 

ohfervatinn of nature. I had feen the princes 

and no&Ies of the earth repining in the mid ft 
of their f plendid enjoyments, difguficd with-

the cm pty pageantry of their fituation·, and· 

wifhing, in. vai.n, for the humble tr~nquil-­

lity of private tife. I had vifited many of · 

the principal cities in feveral countries ,vbere "· 

I had travelled, but 1 had uniformly ob­
ferved, that the miferies and crimes of man­

kind incre:ifed with their nurnber.s. 1 there­

fore determined to a void the g:eneral con ta--
L, 

gion, by fixing my abode in fome fcquefler-

ed f pot, "t a dif:ancc from the paffions and 

l 5 purfL1i ts .. 
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purfuits of my frllow-crearurcs I co1lcctcd 
the rrmainder of my effects, and \\ jth then1 
purchafcd a l1rcle farm and vineyard in a 
beau ti f u 1 and fol i1ary fi)ot near the fea. Soon 
afterwards I married a virtuous young \.VO­
n1an, and> in her fociety, enjoyed for fcvcral 
years as great a degree of tranquillity as ~e­
ncrally falls to the lot of man. I did not 
difdain to exercife with my own hands the 
different employments of agriculture; for 
I thought n1an was di1l1onourcd by that in­
do1ence which renders hin1 a burden to his 
fellow-creatures, not by that indufiry \' hich 
js necdfary to the fupport of his fpecies. I 
therefore fometime-; guided the plough with 
my own han<is, fomct1mes laboured in a lictle 
garden \,,·hich fupp:1ed us \\ ith exctllen~ 
fr u i ts an d h c r b s . I t e n c e J t h e ca t t 1 e,. , \ h o !e 
patient labour enablc.d us to fubdue the foil, 
and confidcred myielr .1:-, oniy repaying part 
of the obliaarions I had received. .i\Jy \i.ife a 

too cxcrcifcd herCt.lf in domeflic care ; fl:e 
1nilked the {beep and goats, and chiefly pre.:. 
pa1cd the food of the fan111y. Am1d my 

other 
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other employments, I did not entirely f0rget 

the ttudy of philofophy) which had charmed 

n1e fo much in my e:.i.rly } ouch. I frequently 

ob fen i.'d, \\ ith a(imirat10n, the wifdom and 

contri vZtnce ,\ :1ich \\ ere ddplayed in all the 

p: 01.iu(t l(':1~ cf nature, and the perfection of 

~a her \\ orks. I uCed to ,, alk amid the 

~ • '1., ! ;: c i-.~ and 1 ti i l n c: fs of r h c evening> feed 111 g 

;11y n1;,11.1 \\·i:h pieafingrnedirationsupon the 

po\., er and \1 ;.(Gorn \\ hie h have. ongi na lly 

pr,, .... ,uced and 1-;:, 1 l fu µpoi:t t h1s frame of 

th11 "~. I t: . .::-~1t~l my eyes upon the earth,, 

and Li\\ it CG\'ered w1Lh 1nnun1crabk animals>= 

t:nt fpo! ~~J upon its furta<.e, and iound,. _ 

e'.1ch accon.1in~ :o his n .,tur~, (ubiiHcnce 

cicJdptt.li. to his ·0 a;-,~s. I faw cht air and 

watLr thcn~CLl\tS tccrni1,~ \\"lt11 l1k,. and 

pe ,}Jh.d \ it!·. 1:H'!.i..Hucra k L, ~nf':~ of 1nfrcts ... 

I L.t\\, thJ.t thruu!..:\oL,t the \\ bole: e;. i: 1~t of 
, .. : 

crt.~tt ll; as far .1~ l \\ a~ cap2..' ~l 1...:- o(o;J:c:n i:1g 

it, noL.1u~g ,. c.~ -.., .d;L c-r litft°Jl<1tc; e\ L ry tbing 

\\a" 1q;ktL \\itb t.r·e,,:nd ~--1d:'ptt.:d IO iL rjn(,rt 
• l r 

.. 
l t • 1 ! · f.' • ' rl L Cl ; n 11-:: r '> 11 .. l' ' L: ') • l .., '-" ' · ( ' '1 

._ , '-- ... C l \ . .! , J .. :l '- , 1.. 1 • <. ! ~ , \... •, ,_ , L l ~ ..... 

n1y 11.~nd 1 ~\\ L'.i;atitLdc and Vt!llr,n:on tor 

1 6 thnc 
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that my!1erious Being, whofe goodnefs pre­
fides O\'er fuch 2n infinite variety of beings. 
I cndeavourec to elevate my thoughts to 
contemplate his nature and qual1ties; I 
hov,revcr found my faculties too bounded 
to .comprehend the infinite perfcftrons of hi.s 
11ature. I therefore contented ill} felf with 
imperfcdiy tracing him in his works, and 
adoring him as the common friend and pc1..­
rent of all his creatures. 

Nor did I confine rnyfelf to thefe fpecu-
1ations, however fublime and CO!).fo!atory to 
the hurrun heart. Defl:jned as we are to in.­
habit this globe of earth, it is our intereft to 
be acquainted with its nature and the pro­
perties of its produdions. For this reafon> 
I particularly examined all the vegetables 
which are capable of becoming th e food of 
rnan, or of the various animals w;1ich con­
t ribute to his fnpport; I iludied their qua­
lities, the foil in which they de!ighted, and 
the improvements which might be n1adc in 
every fpccies. I fomctimcs wandered among 
the neighbouring mountains, and wherever 

the 
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the fall of rocks, or the repeated violence 
of torrer:its, had borne away the foil, I con­
fidered, with fiient admirat ion, the various 
fubflances which we call by the common 
name of earth. Thefr I ufed to collccr and 
mingle with the mould of n1y own garden., 
by ,vhich means I freq ucntly made ufefol 
di[coveries in fertilizing the foil, and in .. 
creaGng thc- quantity of foodo 

I alfo confidcred the qualitie3 of the air 
which fur.rounds and fuflains ali living ani­
mals. I particularly remarked the noxious 
or falutary effects it is able to produce upon 
their conftitutions, and,. by thefe means, was 
frequently enabled to give ufefu! counfels to 
all the neighbourhood.. A large tracl of 
ground had been formerly deluged by the 
fca, and the waters, :finding no con vrnient 
vent, fpread themfelves all around, and con­
verted a large extent of foil into a :filthy 
madh. Every ye~r, when the heat of furn­
mer prevailed.) the atmofphere \Vas filled with 
putrid exhalations, which produced fevers 
and peftilcntial diforders among the inha-

bitants$ 

., 
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bitants. Touched ,~ ith cornpafTion for the 
c \' i l .s , \ h i c h t hey end u r c d, I per fu ad e d t h c rn 
to u:1clcrr1kc r11c t:ifl<. of draining th~ foil, 
a ;id kt [I:-- g o rf the fu per fl uous waters. Th is 
1 i ; l £1 r u {led t he m to d o , \ 1 t h f u ch fu cc e fs, 
thZ!t, in a fhort rjmc, an un \\ holefon,e defcrt 
bccanir Ct>\cred \\iEh the moft luxuriant 
han, dls, .:ind \\ as dl p ri ,·cd of a 11 Jts no>-..10u s 
influe:1ce. D} thus rendering my ferv1ccs 
ufefol ro 11? tdlO\\-Crrarures, I rccuvcd che 
pureit re\1;;rd ~ hich CJil ~Htt nd tbc rncreafr 
of k no\dec.gc, d:e confciouinc.f s of perform­
ing n1y duty, and humbly in1it,ning that 
Being, whoie goodnefs 1s ~-; g~:neral and . 

· un~ound(d as his power. 
Amid thc-fc tranquil 3.nd 1nnoceni: crn­

ployments, mv life tonc1i gcntiy a1,\a:.,,,. 1ikc 
a clear and eve!1 ft ream; ' \\ a;:; a O r:in~cr to 
avarice.) to a,11bir10:1-) and to ~11 the enc: 
wb ich agi t~ tc r! Jl hu: k of m., rtcds. . \ l tc-1 nane 
labour and {~ud:" pre!trvd.l t1 c \' Jg< tir O(,t!1 
of hody and r,11nd; our want s ,.,_ er, ... fo\v ~nd 
cJ11! 1 grat1fr-.:(i; \', e chi t Ay f"ubE{kd u~,on 
tne l!ber:tl rtturns of the earth, and fcL.lorn 

polluteJ-. 
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polluted our table with the bodies of flaugh .. 

tcred animals. One only child, tLe unfor­
i-unate girl ½ho owes her .i-Jrefcrvat1on to the 
courage of this young man, was granted to 
our prayers. But in her we found enough ro 

cxcrcife all the affections of our n1inds. \Ve 
hung\\ iLh c~c:uacy upon her innocent fmiles, 
and remarked her opening graces \Vithall the 
parti,.tlity of parental fondnc-fs. As i11c grew 
Up, h Cr ill O L h C r i I1 fl r U ct C l1 h Cr i 11 a 1I th C a rt S 

and employ mc:ns of her fex ; while I, who 
already Ltw tt:rttmpd1 gathering, which has 
iince burft \Vith fLrch fatal fury upon my 
cou n cry, thought it neceffa ry to arn1 her 
mind \vith all the firmne fs \\ hich education 
can bdtO\V. For this reafon, I endeavoured 
to give both to her mind and body a degree 
of, igour, \\ hich is feldom tcr,nd in the fe­
n1 ,de fe x. 1 \ s fo on as fh c was fu ffi c i e n d y 
advanced in ilren 6th to be capable of the 
lighrcr lcibou1.:: of ht 1 fo2nory and gardening, 
I cn:_plo:1ed b.cr t!S 1 ny conn.an t comparnon. 
Sc l en r, 1o r t b at \ \ as her n ::i. m e, f<.> on a c _ 
quired a dexterity in all d1e ruftic trn}'loy-

rneni...,, 
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ments, \vhich I confidered with equal piea­
fure and admiration. If \.romen are in ge­
neral feeble both in body and mind, it arifes 
lcfs from nature than from education. \Ve 
encourage a Yicious indolence and inacl:i vity, 
,vhich we falfely cail delicacy; inftead of 
hardening their minds by the fevercr prin­
ciples of reafon and philofophy, we breed 
the1n to ufelefs arts, which terminate in va­
nity and fcnfuality. In moft of the countries 
which I had vifited, they are taught nothing 
of an higher nature than a few modulations 
of the voice.,_ or ufelefs po ftu res oft he body ; 
their time is conf urned in £10th or trifles, and 
trifles becorne the only purfuits capable of 
interefhng them. \Ve feem to forget, that 
it_ is upon the qualities of the fcrnalefex, that 
our own dorneftic comforts, and the edu-

- cation of our children, muft depend. And 
what arc thecomforts,orthecducati·on which 
a race of beings, corrupted from their in­
fancy, and unacquainted \.Vith all the duties 
of life are fitted to beftow? To touch· a 
mufical inftrument with ufelefs ikiJ1, to ex-

hiuit 
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hibit their natural or affec1ed graces to the 

eyes of indolent and debauched young men, 

to difii pate their hufb:ind s' pa trim on y in 

rio:ous anJ unneceifary expcnccs-tbefe are 

the only arts cultivated by \vomen in mof1 of 

·he polifr1ed nations I had feen. And the con­

fcquences are uniformly fuch as may be ex­

pe{ted to proceed from fuch polluted fourccs, 

pri vatc mifery and public_ ferv i tude. 

But Selene's t'ducation \\ as regulated by 

djfferent vie\vs, ~nd conducted upon fcvcrcr 

r ri nci ples ; if that ca!1 be called fcvcri ty., 
which opens the mind to a fenfe of mor,,l 

and religious duties, and mofr cffecl:ually 

arms it againfl the inevitable evils of life. 

\\Tith the riifng fun fhe left her bed, and 

accompanied me to the garden or the vine­

yard. Her little hands were employed in 

f11 o rte n in g the l u x u r i o u s f11 o 0 ts of fr u i t f u 1 

trees, that fupplied our table with wholefome 

and delicious fruits; or in fupporting the 

branches off uch as fur~ k benca th the ir load. 

Sometimes ihe collected water from a clear 

and conft~nt rill that rolled along the valley., 
and 

I 
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and ' recruited tI-e force of r,lants thJt were 
l fl d b ' r_ \1:T · 1 l ,.j t • , t'. X ! au [I e y t h e lll n . '\' H . l \'. ltl t lJ .:- J i g h :: 

did I v:cw r.cr innocent cheerfu):1 2 f0 ,rnd 
afI1c:::ity ! \\'irh \\ har plcJfuredd f11c r :::· cc;,.e 
the pr;iifrs wh ;ch I gave to hL-ril;ll a r:d i n­
G ~ ! !T r y ; <H h ca i • t h c 1 dfo n s 0 t w 1 iJ o rn ~~ n J 
t h-.. e}..ampk" of virtuous \\ Omen, \)·ii1ch I 

r J , , · · l 11 1-2· to re:1d 1·,er at evc 11ing, out ot t. 1z; 
w:-ir;ng· of celeLrc1ted philofc,phers wh1c~l l 
fi a d co I le ct e d i n m y t r.1 v t! s : 

But fuch a lile \Lts too unchequered \\ ith 
mi~ :cntll ne to l:1H. The f1 rfl fhoke \\ hie h 
ntt~ cI·c'1 a.!1d al 1110ft deft ro1 cd my hopes of 
good, 'i\ as the untimely lnis of my dear <:~,<l. 
Vi rr U OU S \i j fe. Th C p e 11 j ] C 11 ti cll heat S Of a LI• 
tunin O\'C rpowcred her tender frame, .1nd 
rai(cd a con(uming fever in her vein . for 
fome ti me fhe itruggl ed again fl the di fcafc, 
but at length her pure and innocent fpirit 
forfook this earth for ever, and left rnc, com 
f Ort 1 C r~ a 11 d for l Orn , t O rn O ll r n her I Of s . 

I , 1, i 11 not, my \HJ rt h y ho {h, at tempt to 
dcfc ribcthcin exprdTiblcdiCT!~1·· :·! ichfrized 
piy foul a t r~eing rnyfrlft h.d JcL t tcu . 'l'b tr~ 

~;·e 

•' ., 
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are fon1e philofophcrs thJ"t afpire t0 triumph 

over h u man f e c ! i n ~: s > and con fi d c r a 11 tend r.: .i: 

afFe.::;__ion~ as difg,-.:ccfol weakndE0 s: for my 

part, I have never pretended to that degree 

of itiftPiibility. I have, indeed, c11pofrd as 

c rim i ri ?..] 1 that hab i n1~ I acq u icfcencc 1 nLrrow 

"hich renders u unfit for tl1e diCchar~·c of ..__, 

our duties; but whil~ I have endcavo:ucd 

to ac1, I have never bluihcd :.1t feeling , like a 

rn c! n. Even now, th a-t r i rT1 c has rn it i g :lt c d 

the kecnnef- of che fnnrt, I fc.cl the habitual 

~nguiQ1 of an incurable wound. Bu~ ltt n-,e 
,_ ,._ 

rather haften to reLtte rhe few l'cmaining 

events of an uniform, unvaried life, than 

detain you with an ufelcfs repetition of my 

farrows. 

Scarcely had time afforded me a feeble 

comfort, when the recollection of part rnif­

fortuncs \\ as al moil extinguiil1cd by the 

new ones ·which overwhelmed my country. 

The fertile µlains of S}ria abounded in c\11 

the neceffaries and conYeniences of life. The 

v1ne feemed to gro,v fpontancouOy in every 
11 d 1r . , . , ,·a_.cy >an . o ;.e r 1ts L: 'Unant procccc toe very 

h1.,1d~ 

.... 
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hand. The indufirious infect, wh: :h fpin.s 
the \vonderful fubft,1nce cJlicd filk out of lts 
bo\vels> though laL, ;11trcduccd into that 
part of Afia, feemed to rrceive new , 160,ir 
frum the miidnefs of the climate. Corn and 
oil, the no\left fruits, and the n1oit falu­
b .. ious herbs, were found in the garden of l, r ,, h. r t d every pca.a~t: c1.no tne 112ros or catr.~ an 
hor fes, \'. i1 ic h \ran de red OYC r our l u xurizmt 
pafture.,l e~1ua1lcd or furp~11Tcd all I had ob­
fer·1ed in other countries. But t!iis profufion 
of blcffings, inftead of. being attcnd 10 d with 
any beneficial effc:c1s, prod1Iccd nothing but 
a fool i {h tafle for frivolous employment and 
frn [ ua l i ty. Fcafls, and dances, and m ufic, 
the tricks of players, and exhibitions of buf­
foons, \Vere more attended to than all the 
fcrious and important cares of life. Every 
young man w;1s a critic in tLc fcicnce of ad­
jufling the folds of his robe, or of givjng a 
fiudied negligence to his hair; every young 
woman was infl:ruc1cd in every art that fervcs 
to confun1e time or endanger modcfty. Re­
peat to them an idle talc, the tricks of a 4 
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~ .bamefier, or the adventures of a finging 

·s girl, and every audience lifiened with mute 

~t ci.ttention to the wonderful narration; but tell 

them of the fituation of their country, the 
a wretched ftate of their civil and military dif-

.. ci pl i ne,or oft he numerous and t,varl ike tribes 

of barbarians which f urround then1,and every 

auditor would fieal away in :Glencc, and 

es 

leave the unintereiri!1g theme. :r 

In fuch a flate of things it was not long 

to be expected that my country1nen would 

be permitted to hold the riches they abufed, 

and wanted. firmnefs to defend. A warlike 

tribe of barbarians bu rfl forth from the 

northern mountains of Afia, and fpread 

themfelves over our fertile plains, v1hich 

they laid wafle like a confuming tempeft. 

After a few ineffectual ikirmifhes, which 
only frrved to expofe their weaknefs to th~ 

contein pt of their enemies, they yielded 

without oppofition to the invader; in this, 

indeed, more wife than to irritate hin1 by a 

fruitlefs rcfifiance: and thus, in a few 

weeksJ the leader of an obfcure tribe of 
bar-

,,,. 
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barbarians faw himfelf become a powerful 
monarch, and poffdfor of one of the richcft 
provinces of Afia. 

I was fitting one evening at the door of 
my cottage, gazing upon the fading glory of 
the frtting fun, when a man of -a maJeflic 
appearance, but with fomething ferocious 
in his look, attended by feveral others, 
pa ffed by. As he approached my litrle gar­
den} he fremed to vie,v it with fatisfac'tion, 
and to ~nbe:id the habitual fler,nefs of his 
J ook ~. I :: iked him if he \\.OL!I d enter in and 

. ti ~t c the fru i t::; v. 1 t ;1 h i ~- co n1 pan ions. I--I e 
accepted my o ft::r ; and, entering in t9 a 
fi~ady arb-., ur, I brought him the 1nofr pala­
t:ible fruits I could find. v. ith milk and 
other ru!1.c fare> fu~h as my farm afforded • 
.t'Ie feemed pliafed with h1s Ci1tenainmenr, 
a!1d when he was departin~, thanked me 
,vith great affability, and bade me afk a fa­
vour in return; which, an.Jed he, with a 
certain degre~ of confcious pride, you car 
fcarcely make too great either for my gra­
titude o~ power. If, anfw€red I (for I be-

gan 
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gan to fu[pcd that ir \va s }\rfaces, the lead­

er oft hefe barb,n1J.ns ' , your pq. 1 • • is i 11deed 
e(1ual to '-very boon, gi,, .... r'- ·• :.: a~1J liberty 
to my country. The -fir~, faid he, I have 
alr~ady given ; --and, as to the fecond, it is 
impoffible·; their vice3 and effeminacy n:n­

d\.-r them inl:apable of enjoying it. 1'1cn 

. that l,;-i ve neither virtue, temperance, nor 

valour, can never want a matter; ev e11 

though :-\rfaces were to vi•ichdraw his con­

qLicrrng troops. But afk again, -added he, 
fo met hi n g for t !1 yf l :-·, and let the favour be 
wort!1y me to bcftO\L Etavcn, anf.rered 

1, w H h a f1 nil e, has already g i v en every 

th i n g that I c an \ v ,Hit, w he r1 it g ~t v e t n e 
, ea rt h fr rr i I i t y, a :1 d me the po we r to L1 b o t. r 0 

All, therefore , thc1.t I requdl, 0 mig1cy 
, cor:qucror, is, that you wd! pleafe to or<jer 

your m c n t c Hep a fide from t ~~ e 1~ e \, 1 y cu 1-
t i vated ground, and not defhoy my veget :1 -

bles. By heavens, faid Arfaces turning to 

his compan1oils, there is fomcthing elevated 
in the tranqL!illiry and compofure of tris 

1 :na.n's mind ; and, ,,·ere I not Arfaces> I 
fuould 
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:fhould be with pleafurc Chares. IIe thea 
departed, but ordered me to attend him the 
next day at the camp, and ga vc Hricr or­
ders that none of the foldicrs {hould n1oleft 
me, or injure my humble refidcnce. 

I attended the great Arfaces at the time 
he had appointed, a1"!d traverfed the en­
camprnent of his troops '"·ith admiration 
and regret. This people was a tribe of 
that mighty emo1re wh ich i.s called Scythia, 
whofe inhabitants have fo ofren iifued from 
their rlefcrt~ for the conqueft and deftruc­
tion of their neighbours. This country 
extends to an unknown length behind the 
1noft fertile diftntt:s of Europe and Afia. 
The climate is cold in winter, arid the earth 
for feveral montbs covered with fnow; but 
in furn mer it feels the enlivening influence 
of the fun, and for that reafon is poifcffed 
of an amazing degree of fertility. But, 
as the inhabitants Ii ve remote from the fea, 
and pofftfs few navigable rivers, the_ ' arc 
little acquainted wich agriculture or the arts 
of life. Inftead of trufiing to the incrcafe 

of 
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e,f their fields for food, they raife prodig·ious 
herds of cattle and horfrs i:1 the luxuriant 
paftures whic~1 every where abound. The 
Scythians, ]ike th~ A.rc!bians, wander over 
thcfe imn1enfe fpaces \vithout a fixed or per­
inanent refice:1cc. .By the fide of lakes 
and rivers, where the verdure is more con­
ila:it, and the vc6etation ftronger, they ge­
neral] y encamp, until the heats of the furn­
mer compel r:hem to afcend . the r ·10unta·in3 
~nd feek a cooler refidence. Their ho-1fes 
ar't~ compofed of flendcr poles covered 
with fl<ins .or a coarfe cloth, and therefore 
eafily erected., or taken down·and fiovvcd in 
waggnns, for the conveniencP, of tranf ... 
porcinl them in the11 marches. Their diet 
is anfwcrab1c to the poverty of their habi­
tations. They miik their herds> and above 
all, their rnc1res, and ' preferve the produce 
in large bottles for months together. This · four and hornely 1ncfs is to them the grcatdt 
dainty, and comp ,fcs the chief of . th·--ir 
nourirhmcnt. To this thev add the fkfl1 of , 
their cattle and hcrfes~ which they kill when 

· o L. r u. K affi i {t c d 
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affiicred with difeafe, but rarely in health. 
This is the fimple and uniform life of all the 
Scythians; but this fimplicity renders them 
formidable to all their neighbours, and nre­
fiflible in war. Unfoftcned by eafc or lux­
ury, unacquainted w1ith .the arti fic1al wants 
of life, thefe nations pafs their li.ves in 
rnanly exercifes and runic employn1ents. 
llut horfemanihip is the greateft pride and 
paffion of their fouls: nor is there an indi­
vidual who does not at leaft poffefs feveral 
of thefe noble animals. Thefe, though 
fmall in fize, are admirably adapted for the 
fatigues of war and the chafe, and endowed 
with inco1nparable f wiftnefs. As to the 
Scythians thcmfel ves, they excel all other 
nations, unlefs it be the Arabs, in their ~ 
courage and add refs in riding. Without a 
[addle, and even a bridle, their .young men 
will vault upon an unbacked .courfer, and 
keep their feats in fpite of all his violent 
efforts, till they have rendered him tame 0 
ijnd obedient to their will. In their mili- :n 
ta~y expeditions they neither regard the 

obftacles 
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o~fiacles of natur~, nor the inclemencies of 
the feafon, and their horfes are ac<;uftomcd 
to travcrfr rocks and n1ountains \\ith a fa_ 
cil1ty that is incredible. If thl y rra..:h a ri vcr> 
inf1:ead of waiting for the ted 1ous. a fu f1_1n ce of 
boats and bridges, the \rarriordivdts himfclf 
of his clothes and arms, which he places in 

.,a b Un d le Up O 11 h i SI h O I" f C 'S -b ,l C k, a l1 d t h en.» 
plunging into the t1rearn, condudsh1rr1 over 
by the bridle. Even in the. rnidf10f win~er, 
when the hatred of other na.tions gives \Vay 
to the inclemencies of. the feifon, the Sc}; -

, thian follows his military lab(n1n ;: and:·~­
joices to fee -the ea,rt11 1

1thick c?ver~d ~ritli 
frofr and fnow, becaufe it affords him a fo-

-]id path in his excurfion~. Nc:i.ther the fe-
~ • ...~ v.erefi cold nor the moft viok\u G:o,:-n1s. can 

.: •che_ck his a-rdour. \\'"rapt up in the thick 
furs of animals, the patient borfeman pur­
fue~ his march, while all his food fo:· weeks 

,together is comprifed in a little bag of feeds 
or corn. Javelins, and bows and arro\vs, arc 
the arms which thefe people are taught from 
th e= r iDfancy to ufe with furpri:in; dexterity : 

K 2 , 
ana, 
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.and, no Jcfs dJngerous when they fly than 
-v. he:-: they chaige r'1e enemy in fro i.t, they 
arc accuH:orn:~d to :fJ10.,t \\irL an unerring 
a;rr· at their 1.,,urfu-::rs, and ~urn the fortune 
of the battle. 

Such men =ire fcircely to be con(luered by 
the efforts of the n1of1 povverful nations or 
fo ve reigns ; ~nd therefore, the .proudeft 
conqucro,rs of the v;orld have failed in their 
_attcm pts to ru bduc them. Dari us, one of 

· the r:re1td1 king3 i.vhich the ·vc1!1: empire of 
I'crfi,t e :er olwyed, o;!ce attempted the ex­
pi oi t, anu hnd near! y pcrifhed in the at-­
•tcm rt. 

H e advanced with a powerful army, but' 
111 prcp,1rcJ for fuch Jn expedition, inro the 
Scvthi<1n \\.a Hes. The inirnbitants, \Yell ac­

.quain ced \;, ith the moft effectual methods of 
defcncc, ·trnnfported -theirfarnilies and herds 
into the interior pairs of the country, and, 
l110'.111Li . • g t h l ir fL.ctdl horics, feemed to fly 
b e:' t e the mon1rch. Infatuated Vl.'ith pride 
~nd con fiJcnce, he purfued the chafe for fc ... 
vcral dt1ys, until he found hi-mfelf in the 

-midlt 
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· rnidf1: of folita1y deferts, totally deftitute of 
all that hurnan wants rcqL1 ire, \\ here his army 
could neither adva.1ce nor retire, v,:ithout 
equal dancer of ocriihi1w· bv thirit clnd fa-o r (.., 1 

n1ine. \\Then they fo \V him thus in vul vcdi,, 
::-he Scythian horfemen began to er.cc k their 
:peed; infl:ead of f1yi:Jg, a$ ufual, they 
hemmed hin1 in on every fide, and ha­
rafiec: the army with continual attacks. It 
,ras then they frnt a prcfcnt to the Pcrf:an 
:king, 'Ahofe, n1yl1erious 1ncaning increafcd 
the terrors of bis fituation. ./\. Scythic1n., 
mounted upon a fiery ficcd 1 entered the 
c.1mp at full fpccd, and, rcgardlcfs of dan-­
ger or oppofition, penetrated even to the 
.roval tent, where Darius \Vas holding a I , 

c-ou 11cil Y,ith his nobles. \Vhile they were 
a 11 a mazed at this extraordinary bol dncfs, 
the man leaped lightly from his horfe, and, 

· plac1r.g a little bundle upon the grounct, 
v :tu ! t e d up a g a 1 n \\ it h inc on cc i v ab 1 c a g i I: t y l 
i1:1d retired with the fame happy e.xpedition 
The curiofity of the n1ornrch made bi1n 
infiantly order the packet to be c~amined, 

1. h K 3 \\' i1lC 
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whkh co:1tained only a moufe, a bird, ,i 

f1 f11, and a bundle of arrows. Silence and 

a '.1oi1i fhment for fome ti me feized the af­

fcm bl~·; ti1J, at length , the king obfcrved, 

that he thoL{ght the prcfent \rhich the Scy­
thians had fent could fignify nothing but 
their fubmirt~on to his arms. The n1oufe, 
faid he> mu rt reprcfent the earth, bec2.ufe 
he rcudes in ho1es· \vhich he digs in the foil; 
the fi{h inhabits the waters, and the bird 
rcfides in air; by fending me, thereforE', 
11 , r- • • 1 • r-a • tne1e vanous arnma s, ti1{",., mean to lH!-. ~:; 

nify that they reflgn their air, ,heir v.·aters, 
and theit earth, to my dominion : nor jg 

the bundle of arro\rs more difficult to be 
explained; thefe conftitute their principal 
defence, and, by fending them to an enemy, 
they can intimate nothing but terror and 

- fu bmi man. 
:All ,vho were prefrnt applauded this dif­

courfr of the n1o narch, ex cepting GobriJsJ 
a man of fingular \Yifd om and experience, 
\\ ho, when he was prcffcd to declare his 
fcntirnents, fpoke to him thus: It is with 

the 
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the greateft relucl:ance, 0 king, that I find 

myfelf compelled to explain thefe prefents 

of our enemies in a very different n1anner. 

That the Scythians, who have hitherto 

{hown no marks either of fear or fubrniilion, 

iliould, on a fudden, feel fo great a tcrr,Jr 

of the Perfian arn1S, I can not ca{il y bci icvc : 

n1ore ef pecially when I confider, that our 

army is very 1nuch reduced by the diflrcfa 

it has fuffered, and e1nironcd on every fide 

by the enemy, whofe boldncfs vifibly in­

c re .. 1 fcs. with our neceffi ties. ,v hat, there­

fore-, l fhould infrr from this extraordinary 

prcfent is this; they intimate that, unlefs, 

like the moure, you can dig your paifage 

through the earth, or -fkim the air like the 

bird, or glide through waters with the fifh, 

you ili<1ll cerrainl y peri fh by r he Scythia11 

arro~ s. 
Such \Yas the fentiment of Gobrias, and 

all the a:ffembly was firuck with the evident 

truth of his interpretation. The king him­

felf began to perceive and repent his raili­

nefs; inftcad of advancing farther into de-

• K 4 ferts 
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ferts which afforded no fubfifience, he re · 
r I d ,..Tl · 1 .io ve to attempt a retreat. 11~) .10:,v-

)1 - ever, he w,~s not able to effe{t, wjrhout th;.. 

. ofs of the greatcft pan of his troop~, v.-ho 
p<. rif11ed by thir!1: and famine, ,d1d the con­
tinual attacks of the enemy. 

Kor was the c~pcdition of Ly11m1-:tuJ, 
' r I k. . .fl. h. , anot r1er povvcr1 u _- mg, aga 1nll t 1s peoptc, 

lcfs memorable or lc[s unfort\mat e. }Ii3 
army \Vas defeated, and h(? himfrl f taken 
priConcr; but, infiead of meeting witL. tha: 
cruelty which we 2.re accufiorned to cxDec:1 . . 
from barbarians, he experienced the grcJr::eft 
moderation and humanity f.:-om his cori-

,.,..,1 1 r h 0 h. . qucrors. l 1c genera or t e .::>cyt1.11ans 1n-
vitcd his c1ptivc to a foicmn fdr:val, in 
which he took care to ~fkmble every cir­
curnitanccofluxury :ind magnificence \vhich 
pr C Val l S i 11 p O l i in Cd 11 at i On S • Th C TTi O ft C X -

quifite meats were fcrvcd up to tabl~·, and 
the moft generous wines fparkled i!1 golden 
bowls of the cxaclcit workmanihio. Lvfi-.. . 
1nachus \i as equally delighted \Vith the ele­
ga;1ce of the rcpaft and the policcnefs of 

the 
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the entertainer; but he ,vas extremely fur­

prifed, that, ini1:ead of {haring in the fraft, 

or even fitting down at table, the Scythian 

lc:ader repofed in a corner of the te1:r, upon 

the bare ground, ,and fatisfied his h1rnget 

with the n1ofl coarfe and ord111dr)' forl.'., pre- · 

pared with aE the fin1plicity of~1is country'=, 

manners.- \Vhen the en tcrta1nme11t was , 

finiilitd, .he afkcd Lyfimachus which n1c­

thod of lifr ·appe:ncd to him the rnofi Jgree ... -

able. Lyfirnachus co:.ild not conceal his ; 

preference of the more refined and luxuri- -

ous dainties, or his diflikc of the Scythian, 

diet. If, thercfo::-e, replied his generous 

haft,· you feel fo great a contem-pt for what 

this country produce:,, and fo firong a 

preference for the produt'tions of your own, 

\rhat but mad ntfo, 0 king, can have 

tempted you to come fo far in order to 

fubdue n1en that live in a n1anncr you de­

fpifc ? Is it not n1uch greater \,·ifdom to be 

ur,tented with thofe advantages which you 

prize fo highly> than to expofe them to a 

certain ha:zr\rd, for the chance of acquiring. 

K· 5 what 
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what would afford no plea[ ure or fatif ... 
faaion? But let this leffon be fufficient to 
teach you inoderation. A country which 
produces nothing but iron is not eafily con­
quered; nor are men, who have been fron1 
their infancy enurcd to every hardiliip, to be 
vanquiilied by curled and perfumed fo1diers, 
who cannot live without baths, and mufic, 
and daily feafts. Be contented, therefore, 
for the future, to number the Scythians 
among your friends; and rather pray that 
the gods may keep them in ignorance of 
the fuperiority of your method of living, 
left a defirc of rafting it fhould tempt them 
to defert their own country and invade 
yours. \Vith this difcourfe he generoufly 
refiored Lyfimachus to liberty, and fuffered 
hi1n to lead back the ihattered remains of 
his numerous army. · · · 

Such was the nation vrhich had invaded 
Syria, and ca11ly triumphed over the effort.~ 
of an effeminate and unwarlike people. As 
1 piued through the ca'mp, I was aftoniilied 
at the ord\.'r• and rcguhrity which prevailed 

'1mong 
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among thcfe barbarians. Some were ex­

ercifi.ng their horfes in the mimic repre­

fentation of a battle; part fled with incre­

dible f peed, while the reft purfued, and 

darted blunted javelins at their antagoniftsa 

Yet even thofe who fled would frequently 

turn upon their purfuers, and make them 

repent their ra{hnefs. Son1e, while their 

horfes \\'ere running in full f pee<l, wou Id vault 

from off their backs to others which ac­

c-0mpanied them. Son;ie "ould gallop by 

a mark erected for thei;r arrows, and \vhen 

they had paired it a conficlcrable way, turn 

themfelves round up-0n their horfes., and 

transfix it with an unerring aim. I fa w 

many who vaulted upon their horfcs, and 

placed themfel ves between two naked 

f words, which would have given them cer­

tain death, had they f werved ever fo little frorn 

the jufl: direction. In another part of the 

camp, I obferved the children, who imitat-fd 

all the actions of their fathers, and bended 

little bows adapted to their firength, or 

guided horfes of an inferior fiature along 

K 6 the 
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the plain. Their v.:omen were inJeed infr~ 
rior to the Syrian;; in beauty and elegance~ 
but foemed to be of a more robuft confti .... 
tution, and more adapted to produce and 
edL1c'4te ,varriors. 

1 fa w no gold, no jewels, no vain and· 
coftly apparel; but ail feemed bufy in do-
1ndlic cares, preparing the food of their 
families, or tending upon their infants. At 
length I reached the royal tent, ,vhich 
fcarcely differed from the rcft in its firuc ... 
ture or fimplic1ty, and \.Vas immediately in­
troduced to the great Arfaces. I--Ie received , 
me \virh a courtefy which had nothing of 
the barbarian in it, feared me familiarly by 
his fide, and entered i~to a long converfa­
tion \Vith me upon the laws, and manners> 
and cufioms of the different nations I had i 
feen. I was furprifed at the vigour and 
penctra tion which I difcovercd in this un­
tutoffd w:urior:-s mind. Unbia:£fed by the 
mafs of prejudices which v:e acquire in ci­
ties, even from our earliefi childhood, un­
inctJn1bercd by fonns and ceremonies which 

con .... 
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contrac.1: the underfianding while they pre­

tend to improve the manners, he feemed to 

poffefs a certain energy of foul which never 

n1iffed the mark. Nature in him had pro­

duced the fame effects which fiudy and 

philofophy do in others. But what arnazed 

n1e n1ore than all, was to find this Scy­

thian chief as \Vell acquainted \Vith the ftate 

and confequences of our manners, as if he 

had paft his life in Greece or Syria; inftead 

of the plains and forefts of his own domain. 

Ile entertained a rooted contenlpt for all 

the arts, which foften the body and mind, 

under lhc pretence of adding to the ele­

gancies of life; thefe, he faid, were more 

efficacious · agents to reduce rnen to i1a very i> 

than the [words and arrows of their ene­

mi es. 

One day I ren1ember that fome of our 

principal men, judging of the n1inc~ of their 

conqueror by their own, brought to ~im a 

celebrated dancer; who, at that time, en­

gaged the whole attention of our city, and 

fec:m cd to intcreft it much more than the 

lofu 
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lofs of liberty. This man, who did not 
doubt that he i11ould enchant the foul of a 
Scythian barbarian, by the fame arts which 
had enraptured his refined audiences at 
home, exerted himfelf with an agility that 
extorted the loudefi appiaufe from all the 
fpeltators but A rfaces. At length, one of 
our countrymen took the liberty of afking 
the monarch, what he thought of this extra­
ordinary perforn1ance; I think, replied he, 
coldly, that it \Vould gain hi1n great credit 
in a nation of monkies. 

Another time, he was prefent at the ex­
hibitions of a celebrated mufician, who was 
reputed to poifefa unrivalled {kill in playing 
foft and melting tunes upon the lyre. All 
the audience feezned to feel the influence 
of his art, by their inarticulate murmurs of 

., admiration, and the langui!hing pofl:ures of 
their bodies. · vVhen the exhibition was 
fini{hed, the mufician advanced, amid the 
united plaudits of the audience, as if to re_­
ceive the juft tribute of approbation from 
Arfaces. But he, with a !tern look, faid 

to 
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to him, Friend, I permit thee to play every 

night before the Syrians; but., if thy lyre 

is ever heard to found in the prefence of 

my Scythians., I denounce certain death for 

the offence. 

. Another time., an officious glutton of our 

city introduced to him., with great folem­

nity, two men., whofe talents he aifu red 

him were unequalled in their different pro­

feffions. The one, he faid., adj ufied hair 

with fuch dexterity., that he could give a11 

artificial beauty to every countenance; and 

the other poffeifed fuch unrivalled :!kill in 

cooking a repaft., that even the fobereft 

gueft was tempted to commit intemperance. _ 

My fo}diers, replied Arfaces, are accuf­

tomed to• acljuft, their locks with the points 

of their arrows ; n0r does our nation con­

fider a bloated paunch and an unweildy 

!hape, a3 any accompliiliment in warriors;· 

all, therefore., that I can do for thefe gen­

tlemen, is, to depute one of them to comb 

my horfe's rail, and the other to feed the 

hogs of the army. 
After 
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After I had converfed fome time with 
this barbarian chiet: who heard me with the 
greateft attention, the hour of refrefhment 
for the army approached, and I was pre­
paring to retire: but the general flopped 
me, with a finilc, and told n1e I had al-­
ready entertained hin1 with the greateft hof­
pitality, and that therefore it was juft that I 
ihouid flay and tafie the Scythian food. A 
bit of dried fle!h, which rafter-wards found 
was that of an horfe, fame four, coagu­
lated milk, with an infufion of certain 
herbs, thickened with a coarfe kind of flour, 
were then brought in, and placed upon the , 
ground. I had learned, during my travels 
in different countrjes, to difcard the falfe 
antipathies which fo many nations entertain 
againfl: the diet as \vell as 1nanners of each 
other. vVhatever is adapted to fupport life 
is proper for the food of n1an; habit will 
reconcile us to every kind of food, and he 
that can accufl:om himfe]f to be the n1ofl: 
eafily contented is happ1efl, and befl pre­
pared for performing the duties of life. I 

thc:e-
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therefore placed my fel f by the fide of Ar fa­
ces, and fed without any vifible repugnance· 

tipon a Jiet, Vi hich would have excited ab­

.110rr.cncc in the minds of all rny country­

men. V/ith them it \Vas a work of the great­

eJ: impor:ancc to fettle the formalities of a 

1neai. to contrive a new and poignant 

faucc, to combine contrnry flayours in a 

pickk, to i1irnub.tc · the jaded appetite to 

1.cv,: c:..:ertio;1s, till rcafon and every thing 

h :Jm'2n funk u n~kr the undigefied n1afs of 

food; were reckoned the higheft efforts- of 

gcn1i.ls. Even the magiftrate did not blufh 

t-o difplay a greater knowledge of cookery 

than the L:i ,v 3 ; L he deb a tcs of the fcnatc it­

fcif were often fuf pended by the fear of 

lofing a repaCT: ; and many of our generals 

prided thc1r1felves n1ore upon the arrange­

n1ent of their tables, than the martial evo­

h· tions of tneir troops. 

After we had eaten f on1e ti me, Arfaces 

a-fked rne ·what I thought of the Scythian 

n1ethod of living. To fpeak my fentiments, 

faid I, it is n1ore forn1idab1e to your cnc­

lirucs, than agreeable to your friends. IIc 

ftniled 
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fmiled at my fincerity, and I departed; but 
from this. hou.r he diftingui01ed me with 
n1arks of pecul,iar favour, and adtnitted rn.e 
to all his counfc1s. This envied mark of 
diflindion gave me no other pleafure than 
as it fometimes enabled me to be ufeful to 
n1y unhappy countrymen, and mitjgatc the 
rigour of their conquerors. Indeed, while 
the great Arfaces lived, his love of jufbce 
and order were fo great, that even the con­
quered were fafe from all opprcfTion. The 
peafant purfued his ufefu1 labours, unterri­
fied by the march of armie£, or unfolicited 
brought the produce of his fields to a vo­
luntary market. Merchants from a11 the 
neighbouring nations c rowdcd to our ports, 
attracted by the order and jufiice \\hich 
were enforced jn every part of Arfaces' do­
n1inions: and even the vanquifhcd them­
fe!ves, defended from oppreffion and pro­
tecled in their poffeffions, con fide red the 
fucccfs of the Scythians rather as a falutary 
revolution than as a barbarian conqudr. 

:. 

Such was the picafing profpcct of affairs, 

when 
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when an unexpected difeafe, the confe­

quence of unremitting exertions, put an end 

to the glorious life of our conqueror; and 

with him peri{hed all hopes of fafety or hap­

pincfs to the Syrians. His authority alone 

was capable of refiraining fo many needy 

chieftains, fo many viB:orious barbarians: 

the f pirit of rapine and plunder, fo long 

repreft, began now to f pread through all 

the arn1y. Every officer was an i ndepen.d­

cn t tyr'ant, that ruled with def potic autho­

rity, and punifhcd as rebellion the leafi op­

pofition to his will. The fields were now 

ra vageci, the cities plundered, the ind u f­

trious pcafants driven away like herds of 

cattle, to Jabour for the caprice of unfeel­

ing mafl:ers, or fold in difiant regions as 

Daves. Now it was that the miferable. and 

hara:ffed Syrians began to find, that the 

riches v,:hich they fo much eCT:eemcd were 

but the caufes of their ruin, inftead of being 

inftrumental to their fafcty. The poor, ac­

cuCT:omed to hardfhip, have little to fear amid 

the viciilitudes of life; the bra vc can al ways 

find a refuge in their own valour ; but all 
the 
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the bi tternefs of. exi !ten ca is refc rv-ed fo:--:· 
· thofe, that have neithcr:cotir~1ge to tkfrnd 

what they moft value,. nor fvrtitude to bear 
the Iofs. 

To incr::afe the \~·::·igh~ of onr -rnisfor­
tunc.s, nnv tr:t:es cf ·barb:nians, attracted 
by the fL,cctl~ of t!--.eir C'::JL,r.trrrnc-n, i·ffued . , 
.fro m t !1 c i r de fr rt s, . a n d k-. 11 c n ~ d t n !1: are th e 
f ·1 B - 1 • ' - h poi . ut r:1prne ,:c1rn1ts not 1an or part-
ncri11ip; ~r.d iI -.ras i1ot Jong before the 

·r. l h 1 1 ' 1 • • vane:u~1Lco ....,c,1c1a tnc11· cono:.~crors ~111.,. -J. .J· 

fDated by im2lacable rage againf1: each. 
other, and fuffcring in !:urn the violcnc~ · 
and cruelties they h~d inflifrcd..-

At length, one of the principal officers of_ 
A r. . . r. "d . . l' l d ~r ... aces, w no 1:; 12.1 cng::n~ 1 y :o na vc e .. 
fccnded from the moun~ains \rhich you in ... 
habit, was raifed to empire by the fuccdf-
r 1 ff~ r h' I" 1 

J' YT h J J ru e _ons or . 11s 101o_crs. 1-... e :is a rcaoy. 
Q_ttnc ked and defiroyed all his competitors; 
and affcmbicd under his b:".nncrs the re­
inainder of their forces. Tigranes, for thus 
is he named, poffeffcs all the courage and 
a2ivity of A.:faces, but he is defiitute of 

1-us., 
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'~1is generoftty and <:lemency. His ambi­

-r ion is vafl: and boundlefs; he grafps at 1uni­

verfal empire, and rejoices to fcatter ·ruin 

and defiruction in his way. I-Ie has aJrcady 

f ubjecl:ed all the m2.riti me cities th::tt derive 

their origin from Greece, together \Vith the 

fertile plains of Syria. Thcfe mour,;,tains., 

inhabi-ted by a bold and hardy rr.ce of men, 

riOW prefent a barrier to his enterprifing 

fpirit, and I am affured he already mcdi ... 

tates the conquefl:. His 'fo·ldiers are drawn 

·together from every part ; they fwarm like· 

ravening wolves along the -fields, and no­

thing can cf cape thci r fury. In vain did 1 

think myfelf fa.fe in the humble obfcurity 

of my cottrge, and the reputed favour of 

-the great Arface·s. ·yefterday, a lawlefo 

·band, not c071tented \vith deitroying· my 

harvefi: and plundering my little propcrtz, 

'feized n1y, daughter ·and -me, and dragge~ 

us a\vay in chain~. \Vhat farther i•1juries, 

,,:hat farther infulrs we might have foflercd, · 

it is impoilible to dctcrn1ine; fince Heaven · 

was 
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was pleafed to effect our deliverance when 
-we had leaft reafon to e-x;pe&- it. 

Such was the 'hiflory of Chares, which 
Sophron and 'his family 1i11ened to with 
fixed attention. '\iVhe-n he had finifhed., 
the father of Sophron ·again em braced the 

venerable flranger, and affured him of all 
the ·fafety which their mountains could be­
flow. But, added he, if fo imminent a 
danger is near, it behoves us to cenf ult for 
the general fafety; let us affemble all our 
friends and neighbou:s, that they may con-
fider whether life is ·of more confeq uence 

'than liberty: and, if they determine to re­
·tain that freedom which they ,have receiv.e<l 
from their ancefiors, by what means it may 
be beft defended . Sophron then -immedi­
ately went our., and afcending a nei.g'hbour­
ing rock, t~us fl1outed out- in a voice which 
echoed over the neighbo,uring yal-lies: Arm_. 

·-0 ye inhabitants of Lebanon, and -infiantly 
'me~t in .council, for a powerful .invader .-is 

. ' . I• • near., 

( 

l, 
11 
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·near, and threatens you with death or 

·flavcry. This found was infl:antly repeated 

by al'l w·ho heard it, fo that in a fhort time 

the intcU.igcnce ·was difperfi.d 'to the very 

c0nfines of the country. 

It was not long before a numerous af-· 

fembly was convened. The aged appeared 

with all the rnageflic dignity of wifdom arrd 

experience; their countenances, indeed, in-

. <licated the ravages of time, but tempe­

··rance and exercife had preferved them from 

the loathfome difeafes which grow on lux­

ury and indolence. They were attended 

by their fonc; in all the pride of youth and 

vigour, who ruilied along in arms, and -

feerned to hreathe deliberate rage and un­

conquerable oppofition. When they were 

all affcmbled ·upon a fpacious plain, So­

phron rofe, and, with a becoming mo­

de!ly, recited the adv-entures of the pre­

ce'ding night, and the alarming -intelligence 

he had juft received. He had fcarceJy 

·finiilied before a general cry of indignation 

·,01.ufl: unanimouOy from the whole a!fembly. 
··When 
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\Vhen h had a little fubfided, a venerable 
old man, whofe beard, white as the fnow 

• upon the fummits of the mountains, reach­
ed do\Yn to his middle, flow 1 r arofe, and.11 
leaning upon his fiafr: fpoke thus: Ninety 
years have I tended my flocks amid thefc 

~ 1nountains, and during all that time I have 
never feen an human being who Yras bold 
enough to prqpofe to the inhabitants of 
Lebanon, that they ihould fear death more 
than infamy, or fubmit to be the vaffals of a 
tyrnnt. At this a fecond cry, which feemed 
to rend the vety heavens, \Vas raifed, and 
farther deliberation juµg~d unneceffii.ry, 
except upon the rnoft effectual IJ?eans o(. 

• • >f 
defence. For this _purpofe, the aged and. 
more experienced retired to a little diftance 
to confult. They were not long in their 

l 
deliberations; it \Vas unan1mouf1y agreed, 
that all \vho were abie to bear arms !bou Id 
be embodied, and wait for the approach of 
the enemy \-vithin the boundaries of their 
own mountains. The nature of the coun­
try., ahvays rougn, and in many parts inac-

t 
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ceffible, would afford them, they thought, 
fufficient advantages even againfr the more 
numerous und better dife-iplined troops of 
the invader: and, by the co1nmon confcnt 
of all, Sophron was named the general of 
his country, and invefted with fuprcn1c au~ 
thori ty for its defence. vVhen thefe rncaf ures 
had been rcfolvcd upon, the aifcmbiy dif­
perfed, and Sophron was left alone ,vitl-i 
Chares. It ,ras then the flranger thus ac­
cofied him with a deep figh: Did fuccefs,• 
0 virtuous Sophron, depend entirely upon 
the juftice of the caufe, or upon the courage 
and zeal of its defenders, I fnould have 
little doubt concerning the event of the 
prefent conteft. For, I can truly fay, that. 
in all the various countries I hJ.ve vifited., 
rn y eyes have never feen a more martial race · 
than I have this day beheld a:ffembled : nor 
can I doubt that their fentiments correfpond 
to their appearance. All, therefore, that 
1:an be effecred by patience, activity, and 
dauntlefs courage, will be achieved by your 
countrymen in defence of their liberty. But 

:VOL. III. L war, 
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,\:.ar, unfortunately, is a trade, where long 
,experience freq uen tl y confers ad vantages.si 
··which no int 1 r pi u 1 t y can b a 1 an c e. The 
troops, w11ich are now approaching, have 
been for y~ars er:uted to the practice of 
_f!.aughter; they JOin to a courage which de-
,.fics ever.y danger, a kno,vledge of every 
fraud and f ubtlety ,vhich can confound or 
,baffle an ad verfa ry. In bod i 1 y fi rcngth, 
in numbers, your countrymtn ;i1e fupcrior; 
even in courage, r.nd the contempt of dan­
ger, they are probiby not inferior to their 
enemies : bL:t fuch are the fatal effects of 
military fkill and difciplinc, that I dread 
the event of a combat with f uch an army 
and fuch a leade!'. 

Alas! anfwercd Sophron, how well do 
the mature refl •:cl:ions of your \vifdom accord 
with my prefaging fears! .I know that my 

.countrymen will perform every thing that 

. can be effcdcd by men in their fituation; 
~nd that-thoufands will generoufly facrifice 

-.their lives rather than abandon the caufe 
: i'.:h~y have undertaken to defend: yet, when 

I co.:1-
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J confider·· the fuperior advantages of our 

enemies, my fears are no lefa ac'tive than 

your own. This confolation, ho\vever, re­

mains, that I fhall either .fee my country 

-victorious> or avoid the 1niferies which will 

attend her ruin., 
:Hear me, then, replied Chares.--The 

virtues of you_r friends, my own obligations 

-to yourfelf, and the defire I feel to oppofe 
.the career of mad ambitioP, cot,fpire to 

-wreft from me a dreadful fecret, which I 

have hitherto buried in my own bofom, and 

had determined ·o conceal from the know .. 

ledge of n1an kind. I have 3.Jread y told 
.you that n1uch of my ·life has b{:en dedi­
.cated to the acquifi tion of kno\vledge, and 
.the in veftiga tion of the:} la \Ys of nature .. 

Not contented ·with viewing the appear-
.anccs of things, as they fl:rike our fcnfcs, I 

have endeavoured to penetrate into the 
,deeper receffes of nature, and to difcover 

thofe fecrets which are concealed from the 

.greater part of mankind. For this purpofe, 
! have tried in nun1erablc experiments con-

L 2 ccrning 
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cerning the manner in ,vhich bodies act 
·upon each -other; I have fubmitted the 
plants, the fiones, the 1nineral-s, which fur­
round us, to the violence of all-confuming 
fires; I have examined their :fhuc1:ure, and 
the different principles which ccmpofe them, 
,vith the patient~abour and perfevera nee of 
a long life. In the courf e of thefe inquiries, 
I have ·n1ade many curious and important 

·difcoveries., but one above the reft, which 
I will now impart, under the promife of 
eternal and in violable fecrecy. Know, then., 
:that I have found out an eafy and cxpe ... 
ditious cornbination of common materials., 
the effect of which is equal or fuperior to 
the moil: potent and de.ftrufti ve agents in 
nature. Neither the proudeft city can 
m~intain its wa1ls, or the flrongeft cafl:le its 
bulwarks, againft the irrefiftible attacks of 
this extr_aordinary compofition. Increafe 
·but the quantity, and the very rocks and 
mountains will be torn afunder, with a vio­
lence that equals that ·-0f earthquakes. 
Whole annies, proud of their triumphs:, 

may 
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roay be in an inftant fcattered and dcfiroyed., 

like the fu mn1er' s duft before thew hirl wind: 

_and, what increafes the prodigy, a fingle. 

n1an may fecurely give death to thoufandso 

-This-compofition I have hitherto con­

cealed, in pity to the miferies of mankind; 

bur, fincc there appears no other method of 

preferving the virtuous inhabitants of rhe[e 

nwuntains from f1avery and ruin, I am de-. 

termined to employ it in their defence. Give 

orders, therefore, that a certain nu1nber o.c 

your countrymen provide me with the in ... 

gredients that I iliall indicate, and expecl 

the ampleft fuccefs from your own valour, 

affifrcd by fuch powerful auxiliaries. 

Sophron faid every thipg to Chares ,vh1ch 

fuch an unexpected mark of con.11de:;ce dc­

ferved, and infbntly r~ceiv~d his orders~ 
d d 1 • 1 1 

n i1 prepare to cxect· te tl:Ci1, WE n t ne 
g reateft alacrity. Cha res, rnec:n w hik, wa.; 

inde[,1tigable in the execution of his pro­

jcd, and it w2s not long before he had pr~­

pared a fu fficicnt q uar~ tity to provide for the 

con1n1on defence. Tigra11cs now approached 

L 3 \\'Ith 
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with the rage and confidence of a lion that' 
invades a flock of domeftic a.1im:1ls. He 
had long forgot t~ n all the tics whir h attach 
n1en to the phcc of their birthJ and ncithu· 
time nor difra·rce had been :ible to cxtin­
guiih the- hatred he had ccncei ved to 3o­
phron. Scarcely did he deign to frnd an 
ambafTador befo:-c his army. llc, howc-,1er, 
d1fpatchcd one with an imperious me:ffagc-, 
requiring all the inl1abitants of Lebanon to 

fubmit to his victorious arms, or threatea.;. 
ing then1 with the wo1 rt extremities of war. 
V/hen the· a ubaifador returnedJ and repo-rt­
ed the fixed determination of Sophron and 
11 is country men, he was inflamed \vit h rage-, 
and ordered his army to advance to the at­
tack. They marched without oppo:Gtion 
till they en tcred the mou 11ta i nous difi rich, 
where a11 the bravefl inhabitants\\ ere ranged 
in arms to meet the invader. Then arofe 
the noite of war and the cbng of arms; 
then man encountered man, and \1-'0unds 
and death were fcen on every fide. The 
troops of Tigranes advanced in clofe ar-?ay, 

with 
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w·ith long pro tended f pears; the inhabirnnts
1 

of Lebanon were lighter armed, and, v;ith 

invincible courage, endeavoured to break:: 

the formidable battalion of their cnc:ries .. 

They ru{hed with fury upon the dread fol 

range of weapons, and~ even woundtd and· 

dying, endeavoured to beat down t hc.i r 

points, and open a way to their companicns> 

Sophron was feen conf picuous in every par!) 

of the field, encouraging his companions 

with his voice, and more by his actions. 

Vvhcrevcr he turned his- fteps, he was fol ... 

lowed by the braveft youth of his party, anc 

there the efforts and the f1aughter \.Vere al­

ways grcateft. Five ti 1nes, covered \vith 

blood and duft, he made a def perate charge 

upon the troops of Tigranes, and five time\; 

did he force his bravcCT: foidius to _ give 

ground. At kngth, the fuperiority of dif­

cipline and experience bccran to nrcvail over 
t) j, ,,,. 

tlie generous, but n1ore unequal ct-forts of 

the defenders. The veterans of Tigra1:es 

perceived their advantage, and prdTcd the 

enemy \\ ith redoubled vigour. This was 

L 4 the 
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the decifi ve moment which Chares had f6re.­
fe~n ar~d provided for: in an inftant the 
bands of Leb~non retreat by the orders of 
Sofhron 1 with a precipitation bordering, 
upon flight. Tigranes, fuppofing himfe1£ 
certain of victory, orders his.troops to aJ­
vancc and decide the fortune of the battle; 
but, while they are rafhly preparing to 
obey, a fudden noifc is heard that equals. 
the loudeft thunders; the earth itfe1f trem- · 
bles ·with a convulfive motion under their 
feet, then burfis ~funder with a violen.ce 
that nothing can rcfilt. Hundreds are in 
an inflant fwa1101-ved up, or dallied againf::­
rocks, and rniferably defiroyed. I\1can,. 
while', all nature feerns to be convulfed 
around; the rocks thcmfelves are torn frorr1 
their fol id bafe, and with their ei'iormous 
fragments cru{h whole bands of mjferable 
wretches beneath. Clouds of fmoke ob-­
fcurc the field of battle, and veil the com~ 
batants in a dread fol iliade; which isl fron1. 
time to rime, tlifp-elled by fla!hes of de­
fiructive fire . Suer. a fucceffion of horrors 

daunted 
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daunted even the moft brave: fcarcely could 

the troops of Lebanon, who had been pre­

pared to expect fame extraordinary inter­

pofition, rr1aintain their po!l, or behold 

the f peEtacle of their enemies ruin ; but the 

bands of Tigranes were firuck \Vith the 

wildefi confternation, and fled with trem­

bling fieps over the field. And now thefe 

prodigies were f ucceeded by an awful inter­

val of quiet; the peals of burfling thunder 

were no longer heard, the lightnings ccafed 

to fla{h, the mifl:s that darkened -the fcene 

were rolled a \vay, and difcovered the vari­

ous fortunes of the fight. Then the voice 

of Sophron was heard,. exhorting his cc,rn­

panions to purfue tht fugitives and com­

plete their vidory. They ru{hed forwards 

like angry lions to the chafe; but all re­

fiftancc was at an end; and. Sophron, who 

now perceived that the enemy was irre­

trievably broken, checked the ardour of his 

men, and entreated tijem to ~pare the van .. 

qu~ihed. :rhey obeyed his voice, and, 

L 5 ater , 
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after ha \'ing chafed them· beyond the utrnoft 
boundaries of Lebanon, returned in triurn pl\ 
amid the praifes and acclamations of their 

· joyful families, whom they had prefervcd 
fron1 flavery by their valour. They tnen 
examined the field of battle, and, collecting 
all \\ ho had any remains of life, the} treated 
them with the greatefi humanity., binding 
up their wounds, and adminiHering to all 
their necefiities. Among the thickefl: dead 
,vas found the brcathlefs body of Tigranes, 
miferably {battered c1nd disfigured, but fhil 
exhibiting evident marks of paffion and fe­
rocity. Sophron could not behold, without 
compaffion, rhe friend of his early years, 
and the com pan ion of his youthfu I fporrs. 

·Unhappy man! faid he, thou haft, c:t 
length, paid the price of thy ungovernable 
ambition! I-Iov/ much tctter would it ha Ye 
been to have tended thy flocks upon the 
mountains, than to have blazed an angry 
meteor., and fct for ever amid the curfes of 
thy country ! I-le then covered the body 

with 
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·with ·a military veft, and ordered it to be 

honourably burned upon a mighty funeral 

pile which was prepared for all the dead. 

The next day, an immcnfe quantity of 

f poil ,vas collected that had been abandoned 

by the troops of Tigranes in their flight. 

The fimple inhabitants of Lebanon, the 

greater part of \vhom had never been be­

yond the limits of their mountains, were 

aftoni{hed at fuch a dif play of luxury and 

magnificence. Already the fecret po1fon of 

fenfual ity and avarice began to inflame their. 

hearts, as they gazed on cof1 I y hang}ngs, 

enriched with gold and fil ver, on Perfian 

carpet', and drinking-veffds of the 010ft 

exquifite workmanfh1p Already had they 

begun to differ about the divifion of thefe 

f plcndid trifles, when Sophron, who ma1 ked 

the growing mifchief, and remembered the 

farnl effe<.' ts which Chares had defcribed in. 
' 

his traveb, rofe, and propofrd to his coun~ 

tryn1en, that th~ arm_s of their conquered 

enemies fhould be carefully prefcrved for 

the public defence, but that "11 the. reft of 
i. 6 1:hc .. 
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the f poi! {hould be confumed upon the fu,.., 
ne-ral pile prepared for the dead, left the 
fimplicity of the inhabitants of Lebanon­
fhould be corrupted, and the happy equality 
and union which had hitherto prevailed 
among them interrupted. This propofal was­
inftantly applauded by all the older and 
1.vifer part of the affembly, who rejoiced in 
''feeing the eviis averted which they had fo· 
much reafon to apprehend: nor did thofe 
of a different character dare to exprefs their 
fentiments., or attempt any open oppofi­
t1on. 

From this time, Sophron was univerfa1Iy 
honoured by all as the moft virtuous and 
valiant of his nation. He paffed the reft 
of his life in peace and tranquillity, con­
tented with the exercife of the fame rural 
employments which had engaged his chiid­
bood. Chares, whofe virtues and know­
ledge were equally adn1irable, was prefent­
ed at the public expenfe, with a f mall bu.t 
fertile tract ot land, fufficient to fupply him 
with all the comforts of life ; this the grate­.. - . . ful 
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ful inhabitants-of the mountains continu-- _ 

ally cultivated for him., as a memorial of the. 

fignal affifia.nce he had afforded them; and . 

here, contented with the enjoyment-of fe­

curity and freedom., he paired the remain­

ing part of his- life in the contemplation of 

nature, and the delightful intercourfe of 

virtuous friend!hip ... 

,vhen Mifs Simmons h2d finiilied; Tom­

my expreffed his afioni!hme-nt at the latter 

part of the fioryo ls it poilible., faid he., 

there can be any thing of fo extraordinary a 

nature as to burft the ·very rocks afunder., 

and defhoy an arn1y at once ?-Have you., 

t hen., never heard the explofion of a gun, 

or you are ignorant of the deftrucrive effects 

of the powder with which they cr .. .:lrge it ? 

faid Mr. Barlow. 
To11.uv1Y. 

Yes, fir; but that is nothing to what 

Cha res did in the fiory. 

Mr. BARLo,v. 

T hat ts only becaufe it is ufed in very 

1ncon-



'.l,..54:. TH'E 'HISTORY OF .' 

inconfiderable portions ; but, \Vere you to 
increafe the quantity, it ,, ould be capable 
of effecting every thing which you hcai·d 
lvlifs Simmons dcfcribe.. \Vhcn nations 
arc at war with each other, It 1s now uni­
verfally the agent of defhuc1:ion. They 
l1a ve large tu bes of iron, cal led cannons, 
into which they ram a confiderablc quan­
tity of powder, together with a large iron 
baII, as big 2s you ,ue able to lift. They, 
then fct fire to the po\\ cier>. \\· hich explodrs 
with fo much violence, that the ball flies 
out, and deftroy.:.cs, not only every Jiving 
thing it meets \Vith, but even demolifhes 
the Hrongeft walls that can be raifed. Some_­
ti mes it is buried in confiderable quantities 
in the earth, and then they contrive to in­
flame it,. anJ to cfcape in time. vVhen the 
fire communicates with the mafs, it is all 
inflamed in an inftant, and produces the 
horrible effcc1s you have hrard dcfcribed. 
As fuch are the irrefiftible cffcc1s of gun­
powder, it is no wonder that even a v1do­
rious army .fhould be flopped in their pro-

grefs. 

0 
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grefs by fuch a dreadful and unexpecl:c<l 

event. 
TOMMY • 

·That is true, indeed; and I declare 

Chares was a very good and fcnfible man. 

Had it not been for him, thcfe brave inh3-

bitants of Lebanon mufl: have been enf1aved. 

I no,v plainly perceive, that a man may be 

of much more confequcnce by improving 

his mind in various- kinds of knowledge, 

even though he is poor, than by al! the 

finery and rnagnificence he can acq lll re. I 

wi{h, with all my heart, that Mr Barlow 

·had been fo good as to read this ftory to the 

young gentlemen ~nd kdies that were 12..tely 

here. I' think it would have made a great 

irnpreCTion upon their minds, and ,vould 

have prevented their feeling fo much con­

tempt for poor Harry, who is better and 

·wifer than thern nll, tho~1gh he docs not 

powder his hair, or clrefs fo genteelly. 

Tommy, faid ~ 1r. Merton, \rith a kind 

of contemptuous fmile, why fhould you 

believ.e that the hearing of a fingle ftory 
\VOli!cl 
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would change the characlcrs of all your late 
friends, when neither the good infiruc1ions 
you have been f o long receiving from Mr. 
Barlow, nor the intimacy you have had 
with Harry, \Yere f ufficient to refirain your 
impetuous temper, or prevent you from 
treating him in the !ha1neful manner you 
have done? 

Tommy appeared very much aba!hed 
with his father's rebuke; he hung down his 
head in filencc a confiderable time : at 
length he faintly faid-Oh, fir! I have, 
indeed, .tc:l:ed very ill: I have rendered 
myfrif unworthy of the affection of a11 my 
beft friends. But do not, pray, do not give 
me up entirely ; you !ball fee how 1 will 
behave for the future; and> if ever I am 
guilty of the fame faults again, I confent 
that you fhould abandon me for ever. Say­
ing this, he filently !tole out of the room., 
as if intent upon fame extraordinary refo- -
lution. I-Iis father obferved his motions, 
and, f miling, faid to Mr. Barlow, \Vhat 
tan this ponend? This boy is changeable 

as 

P. 
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a.s ~ weathercock. Every blafl: whirls him 

round and round upon his centre, nor will 

he ever fix, I fear, in any direction. At 

lea CT-, faid l\:r. Barlo\\', you have the great­

eft reafon to- rejoice in his prcfent i1npref­

fions, which a re geed and cihmable. .And, 

I fear, it is the lot of n1ofl human beings to 

exhau ft almoft every fpccies or error before· 

they fix in truth a;:J virtue. 

Tommy now entered the room, but with. 

a rem1.rkable change in his drefs and nlan-­

;ier. I-le had combed the powder out of· 

his hair, and de1nolifhcd che degance of his 

curls : he had divefied Lis d.rcfa of every 

appear(4ncc of finery> ,:n<l even his ma-ffy and 

ponderous buckles, fo long the delight of 

his heart, and the v.1onder of his frrnale 

friends, were taken frorn his ihoes, and re-­

placed by a pair of the plainefl: form and 

appearance. l'n this habilimcl)t he appear-

ed fo totally changed from w.hat he was,­

that even his mother, who had lately be­

come a little fparing of her obfervations, 

could not help exclaiming, ,,vhat, in th~ 

nam~ 
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name of ·wonder, has the boy been dc·irlg~: 
now? \Vhy, Tommy, I proteft you have 
made yourfelf a perfect fright, and you look .. 
more like a ploughboy than a young gen-• 
tlernan ! 

Iv1amma, anfwered Tommy, gravely, I' 
am only now wh<it I ot1ght ah, ays to have 
been. Had I been contented with this drefa, 
before, I never iliould haYe imit~ted fuch a, 
pJtccl of coxcombs as you hive la'"ely had 
at } ?Ur houfe; nor pretended to admire 
l\1i[s Matilda's mu fie, \\ hich, I O'Nn, tired 
me as m~1c!1 as Harry, anl had almoft frt­
n1e af1eep ; nor :fhould I have expo fed rny­
frlf at the 13Iay and t!1e ball; and, what b­
worfc of ai1, I 11-wuld have avoided all my 
fnamcful behaviour to Harry ~t the buil­
baicing. But, from this time, I {hall ap?ly­
znyfrlf to the fiudy of nothing but reafo:1.. 
ai1d philofophy; and therefore I have bid 
adieu to drefs and fiEery for eve~·. 

1t was v:ith great diH1culty that· the gen .. 
tkrncn could refrain from laughing at T ·orn­
my's ~12.J·angueJ deJivcred with infinite feri­

oufncfa~ 
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cufncfo and folemnity; they ho\veve1-

conccaied the~T cmotic~1s, and encouraged· 

him to pcrfcverc in fuch a Litidable refoiu­

tic n. But, as the n:ght was now pretty far­

advanccd, the v/10L: fan1ily retired to bed •. 

The next rnornin~;, r:uiy, Tommy arofe 
, ~ . 

and drciL:d hirnfclf \·,ith his newly adopted 

f1mplicity; anc], a£ fooa as brcakfafl: w~s 

o·:cr, entreated· 1-Ir. Bario,v ~a accomp:\ .. y­

him t •..J Ifrrry Sandforci's. Hut he did not 

forget ~o t~ ke ,vith bi1n the lamb,\\ hich he 

had careITccl and fed with conHant afTiduity 

ever ii nee I e ha i fo valiantly rcfcueci hin1 

from his devouring enemy. As they ap­

proached the hou[c, the fidl: objett which 

Tommy di ft inguiilied \Vas his lit tie friend 

at fame diftance, who was driving his fa­

ther's ff1ccp along the common. At this 

fight, his impetuofity could no longer be 

re11-rained, and, fpringing 1orward \Vlth all 

his fpced, he arrived in an inftant, panting, 

and out of breath, and incapable of fpeak ... 

ing Harry, who knew his friend, and 

P.lainiy pe1;ceived the ciifpofiLions with whicti 
h~.: 
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he approached, met hin1 with open arms•,: 
Jo that the reconciliation was begun and 
completed in a 1no1nrnt; and 1\,1r. Barlow, 
who now arrived with the lamb, had the 
pleafu re of feeing his li tt}e pupils mu tu ally 
giving and receiving every una tfected mark 
of the warme:fl affedion. 

l-Iarry, faid 1\1r. Barlow, I bring you a 
little friend., who is fincercly penit~nt for 
bis offencesl and comes to own the fault3 
he has committed. That_ 1 am, i.;-.dccd.:i . 
faid Ton1my, a little recovered, ilnd a blc 
to fpeak. But I have behaved fo ill, and 
have been fuc h an u ngratefu 1 fellow, that I . 
nm afraid Harry will never be able to for­
g1 ve me. Indeed, indeed, faid Harry, 
there you do me the greatefr injufiice ; for 
I have a!ready forgotten every thing hut 
your former kindnefs and affcc1ion. And 
I., anf·v1.·cred Tor.nmy, will never foi·get how 
ill, how ungratefuIIy I ha\·e ufed you, nor 
the goodnefs ,vith which you now receive 
me. Tommy thet; n.collecl-ed his lamb,, 
and r,refented it to his friend; v...-hilc !vlro 

Bar~ 

" .. 

a. 
ki 
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barlow told hin1 the ftory of its refcue, and 
the ·heroif m exerted in its defence. Harry 
fee med to ·rccei ve equal pleaf ure from the 
refloration of his favourite, and the affection 
Tommy had iliown in its prefervation, and., 
taking him by the hand, he led ·him into a 

frnall but heat and convenient houfe, where 
he was moCT: cordially welcomed by I-farry's 
,fo.rnily. In a corner of the chimney fat the 
honeft black who had performed fo fignal 
a fer vice at the bu H-baiting. }~las ! ford 
Tommy, there is another inftancc of n1y 
negligence and ingratitude. I now fee that 
·one fault brings on another without end. 
Then, advancing to the black, he took 
•him kindly by the hand, and thanked him 
for the prefervation of his life. Little maf-
•ter, replied he, you are extren1e1y \.velcome 
ito all I have done. I would at any time 
rifque my own fafety to preferve one of my 
fellow-creatures; and, if I have been of 
any ufe, I have been amply repaid by the 
kindnefs of this Ii ttle boy, your friend, and 

·.all his worthy family. That is not enough, 

faid 
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.faid Ton1my, and you fhall foon find v. hat 
it is to oblige a perfon like. . • . . • II ere 
a firoke of prefun1ption \Yas jufl coming 
out of Tomn1y's · n1outh.'.' but recollecting 
bimfelf, he added, A perfon like my father. 
And now he addrefled hin1fclf to Harry's 
mother, a venerable, derent woman, of a 
middle age, and his t\T;c fifters, plain, mo­
dcft: heJltqy-Iooking girls, a little older 
than their brother. All thefe he treated 
with fo n1uch cordiality, and attention, that 
all the company" ere deli6 hted with him; 
fo eafy is it for t-hofe \rlio poffefs rank and 
fortune to gain the good-will of their fel­
low-creatures; and fo incxcufable is that 

.furly pride \vh1ch renders many of them de­
fervedl y odious. 

,vhen dinner wa.s readv, he fat down , 

with the reft, and as it was the cuftom here 
for every bod; to w.ait '-!Pon himfelf, Tom-

- my infifted upon their fuffcring him to con­
form to the efiabliilicd method. The vic­

_tuals were not indeed very delicate, but the 
food was \Vhok1"ome, clean, and fcrved up 

hot 

0 
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·J1ot to table ; an advantage which is not-al­

v:ays found in elegant apartments. Tommy 
.ate with a confiderable appetite, and ftem­
red to enjoy his new- fitu.2tion as much as if 
be had never e};perienccd any other. After 

,the dinner was removed, he thought he 

1nigh t ·with propriety gratify the c uriofi ty 
he felt to converfe vvith the bbck upon 
fighting bulls, for nothing had more a!tQ.., 
.niihed hirn than the account he had heard 

-0f his courage, and the eafe vvith which he 

had fubdued fo terrible an animal. My 
,friend, faid he, I fuppofe in your own 

country you have been very much ufed to 

bull-baitings; otherwife you never would 

.have dared to encounter fuch a fierce crea­
.ture; I muft confefs, though I can tame 

.n1oft animals, I never was more frighted in 

my life, th~u1 when I faw him break loofe.; 

.and without your affiftance, I do not know 

what would have become of rne. 

Mafter, replied the black, it is not in my 
own country that I have learned to manage 

, thefc animals. There, I have been accuf­

.tomed 



tomed to feveral kinds of hunting much 
more dangerous than this; and confidering, 

how much you white people defpife us 

blacks, I o\rn, I \Vas very n1uch furprifed 
to fee fo n1any hundreds of you running 
away from fuch 2n infi_gRificant enemy as a 

poor tame bull. 

. Tommy 61 ufhed a little at the remem­

brance of the prejudices he had formerly 

entertained, concerning blacks and his own 

fuperiority ; but not choofing now to enter 

upon the f ubjecl-, he aiked the man \vhere 

then he had acquired fo much dexterity in 

taming them. 

I will tell you, maflerJ replied the black. 

When I lived a flavc among the Spaniards 

at Buenos Ayres, it ufed to be a common 

employment of the people to go into the 

·woods and hunt cattle down for their fub­

fiflance. The hunter mounts his fl.eeteft 

horfe, and takes with him a firong cord of 

a <:onfiderable length ; when he fees one of 

the wild kine, which he deftines for his prey, 

he purfues it at full fpeed, and never fails to 
over .. 

'· 
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take it by the fuperior fwiftnefs of his horfe .. 
'HThiie he is thus employed, he holds the 
cord ready, at the end of ·which a fliding 
noofe is formed; and when he is at a con­
venient difiance, throws it from him ,vith 
fuch a certain hand, that the beafi is en­
tangled by one .of his legs, after which it is 
impoffible for hirn to efcape. 

That you may form the clearer idea of 
·what a man is capable of executing, \Vith 
courage and add refs, I will relate a mol1 ex­
traordinary incident to which I was wit.,. · 
ncfs, during my refidence in that part of the 
·world. A certain man, a native of the coun­
try, had committed fame offence, for which 
he. \Vas condemned to labour feveral years in 
the gallies. He found means to fpeak to the 
governor of the town, and be-fought him to 
change the nature of his puniibment. I ' 
have been brought ·up, faid he, a \varrior.o 
anq fear diihonour, but not death. Infiead 
of con fuming my i'lrength and fpirits in fuch 
an ignomiq.ious employment,_ let me have 
~n opportunity c: achieving fomething 

~ .. oL. 111.. _1 worthy 
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'"\vorthy to be beheld> or of perifhing like a · 
brave rnan in the attempt. In a few days 
a folemn feaft is to be celebrated, at which 
you will not fail to be prefent, attended by 
all your people. I will there, in the pre­
fence of the whole city, encounter the 
fierceft bull you can procure. I defire no af­
:fifiance but my horfe, no weapons hut this 
cord; yet thus prepared I will meet his 
fury, and take him by the head, the horns, 
the feet, as you iliall direct. I will then 
throw him down, bridle him, faddle him, 
and vault upon his back; in this ficuation, 
you fhall turn out two more of the fiercefl: 
bulls you can find, and I will attack them 
both, and put the1n all to death with n1y 
dagger, the infiant you fhall command. 
The governor conCented to this brave man's 
rcqueft, more from curiofity to fee fo ex­
traordinary a fpeclacle, than from the opi­
nion it would be attended with f uccefs. 
,vhen the appointed day arrived, the inha­
bitants of all the city affem bkd, and took 
their fea,ts in a vafl: building which fur-

rounded 
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~ounded a confiderable open f pace> deftined 
for this amazing combat. 'T'he brave Ame­

rican then appeared, alone, on horfeback, 
2.nned with ncthing but his cord; and, af­
ter riding round the placei and faluting the 

company, he waited intrepid!y for his 

enemy. Prefently, an enormous lull was 
let loofe, who, as foon as he beheld the 

man, attacked him wi-~h all his fury. The 
American a voided his .fhock with infinite 
dexterity, and gallopped round the bull., 
who, in his turn, betook himfelf to flight. 
The valiant horfemaa purfued his flying 
enemy, and, \vhilc he was thus engagedll 
defi,rcd •the governor to direlt: where he 
would have him feized. He replied, it was 
a matter of indifference to him: and the 
A•merican infiantly throwing his noofe., 
which he held ready all the tin1e., caught 
the bu.U .in his fl.ight by one of his hinder 
legs: then gallopping two or three times 
round the animal, he fo enveloped him in 
the f nare, that, after a few violent efforts to 
d.ifcngage himfelt: he fell to the canh. He 

1-:1 2 then 
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then leaped lightly from his horfe, and the 
animal, who had beeA perfectly trained up 
to this kind of corn bar, fiood fiill and kept 

the cord extended; v. hde his ma11-er ad­
vanced to c he bu II, a hd put him to death in 
an infiant, by fiabbing him with his dag­
ger behind the horns. All the affembly ut­
tered a fhout of admiration ; but the con-

" queror told the1n that what they had feen 

was nothing, and, difentangling his cord 

from the flaughtercd beaft, he compofedly 

mounted his horfe, and waited for a new and 
n1ore formidable enen1y. Prefent ly, the gate 
of the torillo was opened, and a bull, much 
more furious than the lafi, ruihed out, 
whom he was ordered to bridle and faddle, 
according to his engagement. 

I proteft, faid Tom my, this is the mofl: 
wonderful ftory I e1/cr heard. I do not be­
lieve all the fine gentlemen I have ever 

feen, put together., would dare to attack 
fuch a bull. 

1v1afler., ·replied the black., the talents of 
rnankind are various, and nature has, in 

every 

f: 
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every country, furniilied the hu1nan fpecies 

with all the qualities neceffary for their 

prefcrvation. In this country, and many 

others which I have fcen, there arc thou­

fonds who live like birds in cages upon the 

food provided by others, without doing 

any thing for themfelves. BuL they iliould 

be contented with the happinefs they en­

joy, if fuch a life can be c.1lled happinefs, 

and not defpife the:ir fellow-creatures, with­

out whofe continual ailiftance they could 

not exift an infiant. 

Very true, indeed, anf\.vered Tommy o 

You faem to be a very honefr, fenfib1e 

man, though a negro; and, fince I have 

given rnyfelf up to the improvement of 

1ny n-iind, I entertain the fame op1n10ns. 

But, let us hear how this brave 1nan f uc .. 

ceeded in his next attempt. 

,vhen the champion perceived this fecond 

enemy approach, he waited for him with 

the fame intrepidity he had difcovercd be­

fore, and avoided his formidable ihock by 

making his horfe wheel nimbly round the 

M 3 bull. 
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bull. '\Vhen he had thus baffled his fuiy., 
and put his enemy to flight, he chafrd him 
fome time as he had done the former, till 
he drove him near to the middle of the en­
clofed fpace, where a firong poH _ had been 
nrn-1ly fixed into the ground. As foon as 
he approached the fpot, he t!:lrew the un­
erring noofe., and, catching the bull by the 
horns, entangled him as he had done be­
fore, and dragged hi1n with fome difficulty 
to the flake. To this he bound him down 
fo clofely, that it became im poffible for the 
creature either to refift or fiir. Lec1ping 
then from his horfe, \vho remained im­
moveable as before, he took a fadd1e, which 
had been left there on purpofe, and girded 
it firmly on the back of the bull; through 
his nofirils he thruft an iron ring; to which 
was fixed a cord, which he brought over his 
neck as a bridle; and then, arming his 
hand with a iliort pike, he nimbly vaulted · 
upon the back of this new and terrible 
courfer. 

The creature all this time did not ceafe 
to 
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to bello\v with every expreffion of rage.11 

which had not the lea fl: effea upon the n1ind 

of thi<; valiant man. On the contrary., 

coolly taking a knife, he cut the cord which , 

bound him to the fiake, and reftored him 

to perfecl: liberty. The creature, thus dif .... 

engaged, exerted every effort of ft rength 

and fury to throw his rider, ,vho kept his 

feat undaunted in f pite of all his. ~iolent 

agitations. The gates of the torillo were 

then thrown open, and two other furious 

bulls rufhed out, and feemed ready to at­

tack the man~ but, at the inflant they per­

ceived the manner in ,vhich he was mount­

ed, their rage gave way to terror, and they 

fled preci pitateiy a way. The other bull fol­

lowed his companions, and bore his rider 

feveral times round the amphitheatre in 

this extraordinary chafe. Th is f peB:ac le 

had already lafted fome time, to the ad­

miration of all prefent, when the governor 

ordered the man to complete the bufinefs 

by putting all the bulls to death. He, in­

ftantly drawing his knife, plunged it behind 

M 4 the 
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the horns of rhe bull on which he rode) 
l, ho i mn1ediately dropped down dead, \\ hile 
the conqueror, difcngaging himfelf as he 
frll} flood upright by the flaughtcred ani­
n-rnL He then rrwuntcd his horfe again, 
ii ho had been pI~ced in fafety at fome little 
diftance, and purfuing the chafe as before, 
·with his fatal noofeJ difpatched both the 
furviving ,tnin1nls ,vithout the lc"n Jiffi­
culty. 

Tommy expreffed the grcatefi admira ... 
tion at this recital; and now, ~s the even .. 
ing began to advance, Mr. Barlow invited 
him to return. But Tommy, inftead of 
co1nplying, took him by the hand, thanked 
him for all his kindnefs and attention, but 
declared his refolution of flaying fame time 
with his friend Harry. The more I con­
fider my own behaviour, faid he, the more 
I feel myfelf ailiamed of my folly and in­
gratitude. But you have taught me, my 
dear ~r, that all I h~ve in n1y power is to 
acknowledge them., which 1 moft ,vi11ing1y 
do before all this good family,. and entreat 

Harry 
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Harry to think that the impreffions I now 

feel are fuch as I ihall never forget. Harry 

ernbraced his friend, and aifured him once 

more of his being perfectly reconciled; and 

all the family fiood mute \.Yith admiration 

at the condefcenfion of the young gentle­

man, who was not ai11amed of acknow­

ledging his faults even to his inferiors~ 

Mr. Barlow approved of Tommy's de­

fign, and took upon him to anfwer for the 

confent of Nlr. Merton to his flaying fome 

time with Harry; then taking his leave of 

all the company, he departed. 

But Tommy began now to enter upon a 

courfe of life which was _v<i:ry little con­

fiftcnt with his former habits. He fupped 

with great cheerfulnefs~ and even found 

himfelf happy with the rufiic fare which \vas 

fet before him, accompanied as it was with 

unaffecled civility, and an hearty ,velcome .. 

He went to bed early, and flept very found 

all night; however, when Harry carne to 

call him the next morning at five, as he had 

rn~.de him promife to do, he found a con-

:u 5 fiderabk 
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:fiderablc difficulty in roufing himfelf at the 
f un1mons. , Confcious pride, however, and 

, the newly acquired dignity of his character, 
fu pported him ; he recollected that he 
ihould dLfgrace himfelf in the eyes of his 
f~ther, of Mr. Barlow, and of all the fa_ 
.rniiy, with which he now was, if he ap­
peared incapable of acting up to his own 
declarations: he cherefore made a noble ef­
fort, leaped out of bed, dreffed himfelf~ and 
follov.ed Harry. Not contented with this, 
he accompanied hi rn in all his ruflic em­
ployments, and as no kind of country ex­
ercife was entirely new to him fince his re­
:fidence with Mr. Barlow, he acquitted him­
felf with a degrei of dexterity which gain~d 
him new commendations. 

Thus did he pafs the firfr day of his vi­
:fit, with fome little difficuity indc:ed, but 
wjrhout deviating from his refolution. The 
fecond, he found his change of life infi­
nitely more to1erable; and, in a very little 
f pace of time, he was al1noft recunciled to 
his new :fituation. The additional excrcife 

he 
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he ufed improved his health and flrengtha 

and added fo confiderabl'y to his appetite». 

that he begaJ1 to think the table of farmer 

Sandford exceeded all he had ever tried· 

before. 
By thus pracl:ifing tne common ufrfuf 

occupations of J..ife, he began to feel a more 

tender interefi in the common concerns of 

his fellow-creatures. He now found, from 

his own experience, that Mr. Barlow had 

not deceived him in the various reprefent­

ations he had made of the utility of the 

lower claifes, and confrquentiy of the hu­

manity which is due to them when they 

difcharge their duty. Kor d1d that gentl'e­

man abandon his littfe friend in this im­

portant triaL He vifrtcd him frequently, 

pointed out every thing that was curious or 

intereflin~ about the farm, and encouraged 

him to pcrfevere by his praifes. You are 

now, fa1d Mr Bar_low, one day, brginning 

to pradife thofe virtues :\\·hich have ren­

dered the great men of other times fo juflly 

famou~ . It is not by floth1 nor finery., nor 

M 6 he 
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the mean indulgence of our appetites, that 
greatnefs of character, or even reputation~ 
is to be acquired. IIe that would excel 
others in virtue or knowledge, n1uft firft 
excel them in temperance and applications 
You cannot imagine that men fit to com­
mand an army, or to give laws to a ftateJ) 
,vere ever formed by an idle and effeminate 
education. When the Roman people, op­
prdfed by their enen1ies, were looking out 
for a leader able to defend them, and change 
the fortune of the war, where did they feek 
for this extraordinary man? It was neither 
at banquets, nor in f pl en did palaces, nor 
amid the gay, the elegant, or the diffi­
pated ; they turned their fieps towards a . 
poor and f olitary cottage., fuch as the 
n1eaneft of your late companions would 
confider with contempt; there they found 
Cincinnatus, whofe virtues and abilities 
were allowed to excel all the reft of his ci­
tizens, turning up the foil with a pair of 
oxen, and holding the plough himfelf. This 
great man had been enured to arms and the 

manage-
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management of public affairs, even from 

his infancy ; he had repeatedly led the Ro­

man legions to vic.1:ory; yet in th~ hour of 

peace, or when his country did not require 

his fervices, he deemed no ernploy1nent 

1nore honourable than to labour for his own 

f u bfi flence. 

What would all your late friends have 

faid, to fee the greatefi: men in England> 

and the braveft officers of the army, crowd­

ing round the houfe of one of thofe obfcure 

farmers you have been accuflomed to de­
f pife, and entreating him, in the mofi re­

f peclful language, to leave his fields, and 

accept of the hig'1efl: dignity in the govern­

ment or army? Yet this was al'"tually the 

ftate of things at Rome ; and it was cha-

racters like thefe, with all the train of fe_ 
vere and rugged vi:-tues, that elevated that 

people above all the other nations of the 

world-And tell me, my little friend, fince 

chance, not merit, roo frequently allots the 
fituation in which 1nen are to act, had you 

rather, in an high ftation, appear to an 
mankinJ 

, 
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mankind ' unworthy of the advantages you 
enjoy, or, in a low one, feem equal to the 
mofl exalted employments by your virtues 
and abilities ? 

Such were the converfati-ons which Mr. 
Barlow frequently held with Tommy, and 
which never failed to infpirc him with new 
refolution to perfevere-. Nor could he help 
being frequently affected by the companfon 
of Harry's behaviour u i r h his own. No 
cloud feerned ever to fl1ade the features of 
his friend, or alter the uniform f weecnefs of 
his temprr. Even the repeated pro vocations 
he had rrcei,ved w~re either totally oblite­
rated, or had ma.de no difagreeable impref­
fi~ns . After difcharging the necdfary du­
ties of the day, he gave up the reft of his, 
time to the arnufement of Tommy, with fo 
much zeal and affection, that he could no!I 
avoid loving him a thoufand times better 
than hef re •. 

During the evening he freguentlv con­
·verf ed with the hone!1 neg;ro concerning 
the moft rc1na.rkable circumfiances of the 

COU.iltry 
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country where he was horn. One night that 
he feemed peculiarly inquifitive, the black 

gave him the following acG:ount of himfelf.,, 
I was born, faid he, in the neighbourhood 

of the river Gambia in A fri.ca.. In thii 

country people are afloni{hed at n1y colour,. 

and fiart at the fight of a black nian, as if 
he did not belong to their fi-'ccies: but 
there, every body refr1nbles me ; and when 

the firft white men landed upon our coafl, we 

were as much furpnfed with their appear­

ance as you can be with our3. In fame 
parts of the world I have fcen men of a yel­
low hue, in others of a copper colour, and an 
have the fooldh vanity to defpife their fel­
low-creatures as infinitely inferior to the1n .. 

felves. There indeed they entertain thefe 
conceits from ignorance; but in this coun­
try, where the natives pretend to fuperior 

rcafon, I ha vc often wondered they could 

be influenced by fuch a prejudice. Is a 

black horfe thought to be inferior to a white 

one, in fpeed, or firength, or courage? Is 

a white cow thought to give more milk, or 
a white 
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a white dog to have an acuter fcent in 
purfuing the game? On the contrary, I 
l1ave generally found, in almoft every coun­
try, that a pale colour in animals is confi ... 
de red as a mark of weaknefs and inferiority. 
Why then {hould a certain race of men ima­
gine themfeves fuperior to the reft, for the 
very, circumflance they defpife in other 
anim~? 

But in the country where I was born, it is 
not only man that differs from what we fee 
here, but every .other circumfiance. Here.,, 
for a confiderable part of the year, you are 
chilled by frofis and fnows, and fcarceiy 
behold the prefence of tre fun during that 
gloomy frafon that is called the winter. 
With us the fun is ahvays prefcnt, pouring 
out light and heat, and fcor.-hing us \\ ith his 
fiercdl: beams. In my country we know 
no difference in the lengths of nights and 
days: all are of equal length throughout 
the year, and prefent not that continual va­
riety which you fee here. \,Ve have neither 
ice, no1· frofi> nor fnow i the trees never lofe 
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their leaves, and we have fruits in every 

feafon of the year. During feveral months, 

indeed, we are fcorched by unremitting 

heats, which parch the ground, dry up the 

rivers, and affiicl both men and animals wi rh 

into I era ble thirft. In that feafon, you n1a y 

behold lions, tigers, elephants, and a va­

riety of other ferocious animals, driven from 

their dr1rk abodes in the rnicHt of impene­
trable forefis, down to the lower gro-::i-ads 

and the fides of rivers. Every night we 

hear their favage yells, their cries of rage, 

and thinl- ourfclvesfca!'cely fafein our cot­

tages. In this country yo.u have reduced 
all other animals to f ubj ection, and have 

nothing to fear except fron1 each other~ 

You even fhelter yourfeh·es from the injuries 

of the weather in manfions that feem calcu­

lated to 1aft for ever, in impenetrable houfes 

of brick or fione, that would have fcarcely 

any thing to fear from the whole animal 

creation; but, with us> a few reeds twilled 

together, and perhaps daubed over with 

flime or mud, compofe the whole of our 

dwellings.~ 
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· dwellings. Yet there the innocent ncgro 
would !lecp as happy aJJd contented as you · 
do in your palaces, provided you did not 
drag him by fraud and violence ::i W"Y, and 
force him to endure all the c-xcelies cf your· 
cruel ry. 

It \Vas in one of thcfe cottages that I firft 
remember any thing of n1y frl( A few 
flakes fet in the ground, and intenvoven 
with dry reeds, covered at top ·with the 
fpreading leaves of the palm, compofrd our­
d \,,elling. Our furniture confifted of three 
or four earthen pipk1ns, in which our food 
was dreffed; a few ma-rs woven with a filky 
kind of grafs to ferve as beds; the infiru'"3 
rnents with \vhich my mother turned the 
ground, and the javelin, arrows, and linesJ 
which my father ufed in fi:fhing or the chafe .. 
In this country, and many others where I 
11ave been, I obferve that nobody thinks 
himfclf happy till he has got together a 
thoufand things which he does not wanta 
~nd can never ufe; you live in houfes fo 
b,jb>- that they are fit to contain an army ; 

yo14 · 



e 

' ' 

5AND10RD AND !1-lERTON. 283 

JOU coveryourfeives with fuperfiuous clothes 

that refirain all the motions of your bodies ~ 

\-\:
1hen you want to eat, you mufl: have meat 

enough ferved up to nouriil.1 a whole v il­

lao-e; yet I have feen poor famifhed wretches 
t:> • 

flarving ctt your gate, while the maflcr had 

before him at lcaH an hundred times as 

n1uch as he could confume. vVe negroes, 

whom you treat as favages, have different 

manners and different opinions. The firft 

thing that I can remember of myfelf was 

the running naked about f uch a cottage as 

I bave defcribed, with four of my litrle 

brothe-·rs and fifiers. I have obferved your 

children here with a!lonifhment: as foon as. 

they are born, it feems to be the bufinefs of 

all about them, to render them weak, help­

lefs, and unable to ufe any of their limbs. 

The little negro> on the contrary, is fcarcelr 

born before he learns to craw I about upon 

the ground. U nrcftrained by band;:iges or 

ligatures, he comes as foon and as eafily to 

the perfect ufe of all his organs as any of the 

bea!ts which furround him. Before your 

child.n:n 
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children here are taught to venture them­
fd ves upon their feet, he has the perfect ufe 

c of his, and can follow his mother in her · 
daily labours. 

This I remember was my own cafe. 
Sometimes 1 ufed to go\\ ith my mother to 
the field, where all the women of the village 
,vere affembled to plant rice for their fub­
fiftence. The joyful fongs which they ufed 
to fing, amid their toils, delighted rny in­
fant ear; and, when their dailytafk \\ as done, 
they danced together under the i11ade of 
fpreading palms. In this manner did they 
raife the fimple food, ,,.hich was fufficient 
for themfelvc ~ and their children; yams, a 
root refc m bl i ng your potatoe, Indian corn> 
and, above alJ, rice: to this were added the 
fruits which nature fpontaneou_f1y produced 
in our woods, and the produce of the chafe 
and fifhing. Yet with this we are as much 
contented as you are with all your fplendid 
table , and enjoy a greater :fhare of health 
and firength. As foon as the fiery heat of 
the fun declined., you might behold the 

mafte1· 
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mafier of every cottage repofing before his 
own door, and feafling upon his mefs of 
roots or fruits, with all his family around. 

If a traveller or fl ranger happened to come 

from a difiant country, he was welcome to 

enter into every houfc, and f11are the provi­
fions of the family. No door was barred 

againfi: his entrance, no fur1y fervant in­
fulted him for his poverty; he entered 
:wherever he pleafed, fet himfelf down with 

the family, an~ then purfued his journey, 

or repofed hirnfelf in quiet till the next 
morning. In each of our towns there is 

generally a large building, where the elder 

part of the fociety are accufiomed to meet 

in the iliade of the evening, and converfe 
upon a variety of fubjects; the young and 
vigorous divert themfel ves with dances and 
other paftimes, and the children of different 
.ages amufe then1fel ves Y\. ith a thoufand 

f ports and gambols adapted to their age : 
fame aim their little arrows at marks, or 

dart their light and blunted javelins at each 
other., to form themfel ves for the cxercifcs 

of' 
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