
.ro.em ori al 
To His Worship the Mayor and the Members of the City Council , Toronto. 

Again in January of the present year, upon a further 
attempt being made to revive this project, fhe Hon. Minister 
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BROCK MEMORIAL GATE. 

Memorial Gate to Sir Isaac Brock proposed to be erected at the east. 
ern entrance of the restored Old Fort. 

SIMCOE MEMORIAL GATE. 

Proposed to be erected to the memory of Governor Simcoe at the 
western en trance and bridge of the restored Old Fort. 



This will be made clear by the plan attached . Not only 
would the route of such a railway involve the removal of 
some of the oldest structures in the Fort (referred to as 
"old sheds" by those instigating this depredation) , but the 
roadbed would undoubtedly have to be laid over the bodies 
of t he soldiers within the grounds- a sacrilege which would 
forever d isgrace the Council which au thorized it 

In a moment of thoughtlessness the City Council of 
Winnipeg permitted the gates of Old Fort Garry to be pulled 
down, and, while that site was unhallowed by the graves of 
its defenders, and its history has not the national signifi
cance of the Fort at T oronto, yet there are citizens o f 
Winnipeg who would to-day give a thousand dollars out of 
their own pockets if Fort Garry could be restored. When 
visitors from various parts of the world come to Winnipeg 
and ask, " Where is Fort Garry?" its citizens are humiliated 
to confess that their own Council gave consent to its demo
lition. \Viii the future visitor to Toronto wring the same 
confession from our citizens, with the added s hame that 
t he act which destroyed the historic character of our oldest 
landmark was also an act of bad faith in t he matter of a 
public trust, a nd at the same time a deed of sacrilege com
m itted upon the bodies of those who laid down their Jives 
for their country? 

Your mcmorialists would remind you that in the United 
States all the great battlefields arc systematically being 
co nverted ·nto nat"onal park!,, and ·n some cas; pr·vate 
1:rnds are being expropriated at great cost for this purpose ; 
t hat in our own country within the paat few years the old 
fort at Annapolis Royal, in Nova Scotia, which was on the 
point of being ruined in the same \YaJ as this fort, has 
been restored and put under the care of a Commission, 
whose work has made it an interesting anra.ction fo r 
tourists; that the battlefield of Stoney Creek has within th e 
past year been made a park, and the old Gage homestead, 
where the American generals, Chandler and Winder, were 
ca ptured , is converted into a museum of relics of the war, 
while the spot where American and British soldiers were 
buried has been purchased by public subscription of the 
citizens of Ham ilton and vested in the Veterans' Association 
of \Vent worth County; 1hat the old windmill and fort . at 
P rescott have for years been kept with care by the towns
people, and is every summer viewed by thousands of 
tourists; that the people of Louisbourg quite recently de
feated the project of an American company to run a railway 
t hrough the o ld fortress of that town; and that the citizens 
of Quebec (now realizing the folly of having allowed th e 
Plains of Abraham to pass into private hands ) arc now 
joining with His Excellency the Governor-Genernl to regain 
possession in order to cons.c rate that balt!eficld as a 
national park. Will it remain to be said that, while other 
c· t=es and tov,n1 are ma·nt•·n·ng theae monumen ts of the 
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chant•• a dumpina--,-round for ot'fal and rnnnure, and a 
part of th• eHtern bHtion to be devotod 10 the Jaua-htering 
of ho£"•, and now liaten1 to a propo,al lo run a n1ilway over 
thebodie1oftheheroeaof1 8 12? 

As those who arc now urging this vandalism have assert
ed that Earl Grey approved a railway throug h the Fort, we 
beg to quote the words of His Excellency , spoken a fe w clay s 
ago at Toronto University: -

"One way to keep the greatness of the country before 
them was to preserve hist orica l landmarks. There were 

three historic spots threatened with destruction: Fort Louis
burg, the Plains of Abraham, and the Old Fort in Toronto. 
An American railway company were about to destroy 
Louisburg. T hat has happily been prevented. I find that 
your Fort York is still in danger. You students must see 
to it that it is not destroyed." His Excellency then referred 
at length to the preservation of the P lains of Abraham. 

If one's action is to be governed by mere convenience 
or desire, without regard to questions of right and wrong, 
the n the burglar would be justified in robbing houses, but 
burglary is still a c rime, no matter how much the burglar 
needs money. Therefore, when the needs of the Exhibition 
have been pleaded in excuse for this wrong, the societies 
must urge that the honor and self-respect of this city is of 
more consequence than a few hundred feet of extra track. 

It has been said of the societies who here solemnly 
protest against this outrage that they themselves have done 
nothing to restore the Old Fo rt. The societies cannot, of 
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will guarantee that i t will be placed in order and a restora
tion made within a year, and that in course of time it will 
be made the most attractive feature of Toronto's park 
system, as well as the most instructive object lesson in 
Ca nadian history to be seen in this part of the Dominion. 

Your memorialists hope that upon reflection this Counci l 
will be convinced that the highest interests of the city will 
b~ se rved by a dece nt observance of its covenant in dealing 
with these grounds, by an intelligent regard for its chief 
landmark of history, and by a proper respect for the men 
who sacrified themselves in their country's cause. 

In conclusion, your mcmoria liat1 beg to quote the 
~J)pendcd extracts from lettcra of the Hon . Minister of ;•~,;~t• to the present Council and to your predecessors in 

F. A. FLEMING, 
Secretary,A Old _F~rt Protective 

Ottawa, Jan. 18, 1<)08. 

Sir,- ! bgve the honor to inform you th at the l1iniater 
of lilitia and Defence h.i.a received• telea-nm, dl'lted 17th 
int t. , from Dr. G. Sterlina- Ryeraon, Preaident o f the Old 
Fort Protecti-,-c Auociation, reportin,- that your Council ia 
about to make another attempt to run the atr••t raih,ay 
line throu,-b the Old Fort, and requeatina-, on behalf of the 
hiatoricaland patrioticaocietica, thatyouahouldbe informcd 
that 1uch a atep would be a ,.-iolatidn of the condition• under 
which the a,de of thi1 property to t he cit:, of Toronto was 
11uthori1ed by Ilia Excellency-in-Council 

In purs u:i nce of that request , I forward herewith a copy 
of a letter to your predecessor, dated November 27 th , 19o6; 
also a copy of a letter to the Deputy Minister of the De
partme nt o f the Int erior , dated March 12th, 1907, and of 
the reply thereto from that Department. 

T hese enclosures are being for warded to you by the 
}o'l inistcr's direction , with a view of acquain ting you with 



(Sig ned ), 

Deputy Min iste r Dept. of Militia 

T o His Worship, 
The Mayor of T oronto. 

[Copy. ] 

Ottawa , Nov. 27, r9o6 

(S igned ), F F . J ARnS, 

Acting Deputy i\ l i11 is t e1 
Dcpnrtm cnt of :'llili1 i:i nnd Defence 
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