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THE summer had no\V completely past 

away while Tommy was receivii:ig these 

improven1ents at the house of l\Ir. Bar­

low. r n the course of this time, both his 

body and n1ind bad acquired additional 

vigour; for he was neither so fretful and 

hun1oursomc, nor so easily affected by 

the vicissitudes of the season. 

And now the winter had set in with 

unusual severitv. The ·water was all 
" 

frozen , i 1to a ~o!i<l rnass of ice; the earth 

·was bare of food; and the little birds 

that used to hop about and chirp with 

gladness, seen1ed to lament in silence the 

inclemency of the weather. 'l'on1my was 

13 ~ 
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one day surprised, ,vhen he entere<l his 
chamber, to find a ,1-ery pretty little bird 
flying about it~. ,IIe , ,ve~t .. down stairs 
and infonned ·l\f r. Barlow, ,vho, rlfter he 
had seen the i1i rd, told him it was called 
a Robin-red-,breast; and th:it it ,vas na­
turally more tame and disposed to cuhi­
Yite the society cf men than any other 
species. But, at pre&e11 t, added he, the 
little fellow is in ,~Tant of food, because 
the earth is too hard t0 furnish him anv 

•' assistance, ancl hunger inspires him with 
this unusual bolclncss. ,rhy then, said 
Tommy; sir, if you ,vill gi \·e me leave, I 
"·ill fetch a niece of bread and feed him. J. 

Do so, answered l\Ir. Harlow, but first set 
the window open, that he may see you 
do not intend to take him prisoner. 
Tor~1111y accordingly opened his window, 
and, scattering a few er um bs of bread 
abol!t the room, had the satisfaction of 
seeing his gnest hop down and make a 
very hearty meal. 1-Ie then flew out of 
the room, and settled upon a neighbour­
ing tree, singing all the time, as if to re-

,. 
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turn tha~ks for the hospitality he 

met with 

s 
1 l 
11 ao 

Tommy ,vas greatly delighted ,vith his 

new acquaintance, aird fron1 this time 

never failed to set his window open every 

111orning, and scatter some crumbs about 

the room· which the bird perceivin°· 
' b 

hopped fearless in, and regaled hi1nself 

under the protection of his benefactor. 

By degrees, the intimacy increased so 

1nuch, that little Robin woul<l alight on 

Tonuny's shoulder, and whistle his notes 

in that situation, or eat out of !11s hand; 

all which gave Tommy so n1uch satisfac-

, tion, that he would frequently call l\Ir. 

Barlo,v and Harry to he witness of his 

fa.You rite's caresses; nor did he ever eat 

his own 1neals \\ ~thout reserving a part 

for his little friend. 

It however h.:~pp~ned thJt cne day 

Tommy went up stairs after dinner, in­

tending to feed his bird as usual; but as 

soon as he opened the door of his rharn.­

her, he discovered a sight that pierced 

him to the very" heart. IIis little friend 
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and innocent c9mpanion fay dead upqn 
the floor and torn in piecef;; and a large 
cat taking that opportunity to escape, 
soon directed his suspicions towards the 
mur~l~rer. Tommy instantly ran clown 
·with tears in h\s eyes, to relate the un­
fortunate death pf his favourite to ~Ir. 
Darlow, and to den1and vengeance agc1inst 
the wicked cat that had occasioned it. 
fyJr. Barlow heard him with great com­
passion, bnt asked what punis111ne11t he 
·wished to i_nflict upon the cat. 

TOMMY. 

Oh! sir, nothi~g can be too bad for 
that cruel animal. I would have her 
killed, as she killed the poor bird. 

]IIH.. :BARLOW. 
But do yon imagine that she did it 01i't 

of any particular n1alice to your bird, or 
n1erely because she was huugry, ancl ac­
custo_med to catch her pl'ey in that nrnn­ner? 

Ton1my considered son1e time, but at 
last he owned that he did not suspect the 
cat of baving any particular spite against 
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his bird, and therefore he supposed she 

ha<l been in1pe1led by hunger. 

1\IR. BARLOW. 

I-lave you never observed tl1at it was 

the property of that species to prey upon 

niice and other little anin1als? 

TOUiUY. 

Yes, sir, very often. 
1,I R. BARLOW. 

And have you ever corrected her f o 

,so doing, or attempted to teach her othcl' 

habits? 
.T, 0 l\I l\I•Y. 

I cannot say I 'have.~Indeed I have 

seen little Harry, when she had caught a 

n1ouse and was tormenting it, take it 

fro1n her and giYe it liberty. But I -have 

never 1ne<l<lled with her myself . 

. :i'l[R. BARLo,v. 

Are you not then 1nore to be blamed 

than the cat herself?-You have observed 

that it was common to the whole species 

to destroy_ 1nicc and little birds·, wheneve1· 

they could surprise them, yet you have 
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taken no pains to secure your favourite 
from the danger; on the contrary, by 
rendering hin1 tame, and accustoming 
hi1n to be fed, you have exposed him to a 
violent death which he ,vould probably 
11ave avoided had he remained wild. 
\Vou1d it not then be just and more rea­
sonable to endeavour to . teach the cat 
that she must-no longer prey upon little 
birds, than to put her to death for 
. vhat you have ne.ver taught her was an offence? 

TOMMY. 
But is that possible? 

~ MR. BARLOW. 
Very possible, I should iniagine. But 

,ve may at least try the experiment. 
TO.L!.:U '¥. 

But why should such a rnischievon~ creature live at all? 

.MR. BARLOW. 
, Because if you destroyed every crea 
ture that preys upon others, you \\·ou Id perhaps-lea \ ' C few ali vc. 
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TOl\11\1 Y. 

Surely, sir, the poor bird which that 

naughty cat has killed, was never guilty 

of such a cruelty? 

l\iR. BARLOW. 

I will not answer for that. Let us ob­

serve what they live upon in the fields, 

,ve shall then be able to give a better 

account. 

l\Ir. Barlow then went to the wjndo,v, 

and desired 'I'ornmy to come to him and 

observe a Robin which was then hopping 

upon the grass with something in its 

n1outh, and ash.ed him what he thought 

it \\ as. 
'I'0::\11;1 Y. 

I protest, sir, it is a large worm. And 

now he has swallo,red it! I should never 

1,(\ve thought that such a pretty l;ird 

could be so cruel. 

M Il. BAH LO\\", , . 

Do you in1ag1ne that the bird is con­

scious of all that is suffered by the insect? 

'IO:\DlY. 

No, sir. 
B5 
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MB, BARLOW. 
In 11,!;i;i the1! it is not the, san1-e cruelty 

¥hi.ch i~ would. be ia. you) who are en .. ' 
dowed with reason anc!· 1;eflcetion. Na­
ture has given hi1n a propensity for ani­
tnal food, which he obeys in the same 
1nanncr as the sheep an_d ox: when they 
feed upon grass, or the ass when he 
browses upon the furze or thistles. , 

1.l'O.i;fI\IY. 

"\Vhy then, perhaps, the cat did not 
kuow the cruelt,y she was guilty of in 
i·earing that poo1 bird to pieces. 

MR. BARLOW. 

No more than the bird \Ye have j!:1st. 
seen is conscious of his crueltv to the in-, . 
sect. The natural, foo.d , of cats coqsists 
in rats, mice, birds, and such small ani­
ma.1s c1s • they• can seize by Yioltnce, or 
catch by craft. It was irnpossiLle she 
~hould know the value you set upon your 
bird, a~d 1 therefore- sho had no more in­
tention of: offending you, than had sh0 
caught a mouse. 

TO::\IMY. 

I3ut if that is the case, ~hou l<l I have 
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ai1other tame bird, she will kill it as she 

has done this poor fellow. 

lWR. BARLOW. 
I 

That, perhaps, 1nay be prevented-I 

have heard people that deal in birds 

affirm there is a way of preventing cats 

fro111 meddling ,vith then1. 

TOl\11\lY. 

Oh t dear sir, I should like to try ib 

,vill you not show me , how to prevent 

the cat fro1n killing any more birds? 

l\I\L BARLOW. 

1Iost willing1y .-It is certainly better 

to correct the faults of an animal than to 

<lestroy it. Besides, I have a particular 

affection for this cat, , because I found 

Lcr when sl e y:as n, kitten, and have bred 

her up so tame and gentle that she \Yill 

follow n1e tihout~ lil-c. a do~r. She come~ 
u 

e\·ery tnorning to 1ny chamber cloor, anct 

111cws till she is le.t in; and she sits upon 

' he table at l reakfast and dinner, as 

grave anH , po1ite as a visitor, without 

-offering to touoh the meat. Indeed,, 

before she. ,vas guilty of this offence, I 
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have often seen you stroke and caress 
her wi tli grca t affection; and puss, who 
is by no means of an ungrateful temper, 
·would always pur and arch her tail, as if 
she ·was sensible of your attention. 

In a few days after this convers.ation, 
another Robin, suffering, like the former, 
fron1 the inclemency of the season, flew 
~nto_the house, and comn1enced acquaint­
ance with Tommy. But he, who recol­
lected the mournful fate of his forn:ier 
bird, wou Id not encourage it to any fii­
n1iliari ty, till he had claimed tbe promise 
of l\ir. Barlov,,, in order to preser\'c it 
from c!u.r.e·er. ~-Ir. Barlow, therefore, en-...., 

ticed the bew guest into a small wire 
cage, an<l as soon as he hacl entered it 
sl1L1t ~he door, in order to prevent his 
escaping. He then took a small iron 
gri<liron, such as is used to broil meat 
upon, and having almost heated it red 
hot, placed it erect upon tlie ground, Le­
fore the; cage in which the Lire! Wh~ cnn­
fi ned. Ile then contrived to entice the 
cat into the room, and oLserving that she 

I 
I , 
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fixed her eye upon the bird, which she 

destined to become her prey, he with­

drew the two little boys, in order to leave 

her unrestrained in her operations. They 

did not retire far, but observed her from 

the door fix her eyes upon the cage, and 

begin to approach it in silence, bending 

her body to the ground, and almost 

touching it as she crawled along. ,vhen 

she judged herself within a proper dis­

tance, she exerted all her agility in a vio 

lent spring, which would probably have 

been fatal to the bird, had not the grid­

iron placed before the cage received the 

irn press ion of her attack. Nor was this 

disappointment tbe only pnnisl11nent she 

was destined to undergo: the bars of the 

n1achine had been so thoroughly heated, 

that in rushing against then1 she felt her­

~elf burned in se\·eral parts of her body; 

and retired from the field of battle, 111ew­

ing dreadfully and full of pain; and such 

,ras the impression which this adventure 

produced, that fron1 this time she was 

never kno\vn again to attempt to destroy 

birds . .. 
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The coldness of the weather still con• 
tinning, ali the· wild animals began to 
perceive tlrn effects, and,. compelled by 
hunger, approached nearer to the habita,,. 
tions of n1an and the places tlrn,¥ had 
been. accustomed to• avoid. A multitude 
of hares, the most t1imor0Hs of all atJimals, 
were freqa~1!tl~r ·seen scudding about the 
garden, in search of the scant)~ vegetables 
which the sevcri ty, of the season had 
spared. In a short time they had de­
voured all the green he1 b.; which could 
be found, and hunger still oppressing 
t:hem, they began to gnaw the very bark 
of the trees for food. One day, as Tom=­
my; wns walking in the garden, he ,found 
that e,·cn the beloved, tree which he had 
planted wjth his· own I1ands, and . from .. 
which he had tpromised himsulf so plenti+­
fulia produce of fruit, had not escaped 
vhe generar depredation, but had been 
gnawed rodnd at the root and killed. 
Tommy, 1.,vho,oolilcI.iH brook disappoint­
ment, was so en raged to sec his labours 
nrove abortive, that he ran with tears in 
J~is eyes to 1\1: r. Barlow, to demand ven. 
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~\.,ance against the devot.11ing hares. In­

deed, said Jvir. Barlow, I am sorry for 

what they have done, but it is no,v too 

late to prevent it. Yes, answered Tom­

my, but you n1ay have all those 1nis- · 

~hievous creatures shot, that they 111ay 

tlo no farther damage. A little while 

ago, replied l\ilr. Barlow, you wanted to 

destroy the cat, because she was cruel, 

and preyed upon living animals; and 

now you would murder all the hares, 

merely because they are innocent, inof 

fensi re ani1nals, ~hat subsist upon • vege­

tables. Tommy looked a little fool1sh, 

hut he said, that he did not want to burt 

them for- living upon Yegetables, but for 

destroying his tree. But; said l\Ir. Bar­

low, how can· you expect the ani1na1 to 

distinguish your trees fron1 any other? 

·You should therefore have fenced then1 

round in such a manner as might have 

pre\'ented the hares from reaching them. 

Besides, in such extren1e distress as ani­

rnals now suffer from the waBt of food, 

1 think they may be forgiven if they 
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trespass a Ii ttle 1nore than usu a!. l\f r. 
Barlow then took Tommy by the hand, 
and led him into a field at some distance 
which belonged to him, and which \\·as 

•Sown with turnips. Scarcely had they 
entered the field, before a flock of larks 
rose up in such innumerable g11a11titics 
:-is aln1ost darkened the air. See, s1.id 
l'vl r. Barlo iv, these li tt!e fellows are tres­
passing upon my turnips in such numbers, 
that in a short time they will destroy 
every hit of green aboF.t the field; yet I 
1vould not burt them upon any account. 
Look round the ,vhole extent of the 
country, you will see nothing but a bar­
ren waste, which presents no food either 
to bird or beast. These Ii ttle creatures 
therefore assemble in n1nltitncles here, 
where they find a scanty subsi~tencc, and 
though they do me some 111ischicf they 
;~re ¥i·dcorne to whnt they can find. In 
:~he spring they will cnlircn our walks 
by their agrccab1c songs. 

' 
TOM l\1 Y. 

Ifo:,v dreary and uncomfortable is this 

t 

or 
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season of winter! I wish it were al ways 

sununer. 

:UR. BARLOW. 

In some countries It IS so: but there 

tbe inhabitants complain more of the in­

tolerable heat than you do of the cold. 

They ·would with pleasure be relieved by 

the agreeable variety of cooler ,veather, 

when they are panting under the violence 

of a scorching sun. 

TOMl\IY. 

Then I should like to live in a country 

that was never either disagreeably hot 

or cold. 

MIL BARLOW. 

Such a country is scarcely to be found ; 

or if there is, it contains so sm all a por­

tion of the earth, as to lea ,·e room fo1 

very few inhabitants. 

TO::\IMY. 

Then I should think it would be so 

cro,vded that one could hardly stir; fo r 

every body _,vould naturally wish to live 

t here. 
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1'1:R. l3ARLOW. 

There you are 1nistaken, for the inha­bitants of the £nest climates are often 
less attached to their country than those 
of the worst. Custom reconciles people 
to every kind of life, and makes thern 
equally satisfied with the place in which 
they are born. There is a country ca11ed 
Lapland, which.extends a great deal far­
ther north than any part o'f England, 
which 1s covered with perpetLial snows 
chiring all the year, yet the iuhabitants 

·would not exchange it for any other por­
tion of the globe. 

If ow do they Ii ve in so disagreeable a 
country. 

l\IR. BARLow·. 

If you ask Harry he will tell you. 
Being a farmer, it is his bus;ness to stt;dy 
tLe differ nt methods by which n1cn find 
·subsistence in all the di~erent parts of 
the earth. 

n 

1 
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TO:Ml\IY. 

I should like very much to hear, if 

}Jarry will be so good as to tell me. 

HARRY. 

You must know then, master Tommy, 

that in the greatest part of this country 

·which is called Lapland, the inhabitants 

neither sow nor Teap; they are totally 

unacquainted with the use of corn, and 

know not how to make bread. They have 

110 trees which bear fruit, scarcely any 

of the herbs which grow in our gardens 

in England; nor do they possess either 

sheep, goats, hogs, cows, or horses. 

TOMMY. 

That n1ust be a disagreeable conntry 

indeed! "That then have they to live 

upon? 
HARRY. 

They have a species of deer ,vhich is 

bio•o-er than the laro·est stao·s which \'OU 
bb b . b ' ., 

. may have seen in gentlen1cn's pm·ks in 

Engla11d, and very strong. These ani­

n1als are called rein-deer, and are of s.o 

gentle a nature, . that they are e,~sily 
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tamed, and taught to live together in 
herds, and to obey their masters. In the 
~hort summer which they enjoy

1 
the 

Laplanders lead them out to pasture in 
tbe vailies, where the grass grows Yery 
high and luxuriant. In the winter, when 
the ground is all covered over with sno,r: 
the deer have learned to scratch away 
the snow, and find a sort of moss which 
gro,vs underneath it, and upon this they 
subsist. These creatures afford not on 1y 
food, but raiment, and even houses to 
their masters. In the summer the Lap­
iander milks his herds, and lives upon 
the produce; sometimes lie lays by the 
milk in wooden vessels to serve him for 
food in winter. This is soon frozen so 
hard, that when they wou Id use it, they 
are obliged to cnt it in pieces with an 
hatchet. Sometimes the winters arc so 
. cvcre, that the poor deer can scarcely 
find even moss; and then the master is 
obliged to kill part of them and Ii ve; upon 
the flesh. Of the skins he makes wann 
gar men ts for hi mscif and fa:n il.r, anJ 

t., 

rr 

'n 
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-strews the1n thick upon the ground to 

. sleep upon. 

Their houses are only poles stuck slant­

ing in to the ground; and almost joined at 

top, except a little hole which they leave 

to let out the smoke. These poles are 

either covered ,vith the skins of animals, 

or coarse cloth, or sometimes with turf 

and the bark of trees. There is a little 

hole left in one side, through which the 

fam-ily creep into their tent, and they 

n1ake a comfortable fire to warm then1 i°a 

the middle. People, that are so eas·!y 

contented, are totally ignorant of n1ost 

of the things that are thought so neces­

sary here. The Laplanders have neither 

gold, nor sih·er, 11or carpets) nor carve­

work in their houses. Every man makes 

for hi1nself all that the real ,vants of life 

require, and with his own hands performs 

every thing which is necessary to be 

do11e. Their food consists either in 

froz~n milk, or the flesh of the rein-deer, 

or that of the bear, which they frequently 

}p1n t and kill. Instead of bread, they 
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strip off the bark of firs, ,vhich are almost 
the only trees which grow upon those 
dismal 1nountains, and boiling the i1nvanl 
and more tender skin, they eat it with 
their flesh. The greatest happiness of 
these poor people is to li-...·e free and un­
restrained; therefore they do not long 
remain fixed to any spot, but taking 
down their houses they pack then1 up 
along with the little furniture they pos­
sess, and load them upon sledges to 
carry and set then1 up in some other 
place. 

TOMMY. 

Have you not said that .they have nei 4 

ther horses nor oxen? Do they then 
draw these sledges themselves? 

HARRY. 

I thought I should ;jUrprise you, mas­
ter Tommv. The rein-deer which I have ., 

described are so tractable that they arc 
harnessed ]ike horses, and draw t11e 
sledges ,vith their masters upon then1 
near thirty .n1iles a day. They set out 
with surprising swiftness, and run alonO' 

\, 

r 
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the sno,v, ,vhich i~ frozen so hard in 
,vinter, that it supports then1 like a solid 

road. In this manner do the Laplanders 

perforn1 their journies, and change their 
places of abode as often as is agreeable. 
In the spring they iead their herds of 

deer to pasture upon the mountains; in 
the winter they come down into the 

plains, where they are better protected 

against the fury of the ·winds. For the 
,v.hole country is waste and desolate, des­
titute of all the objects ,vhich you see 

here. 1'here are no towns, nor villages; 
no fields enclosed or cultivated; no beate1.1. 
roads; no inns for travellers to sleep at; 

110 shop to purchase the necessaries o · 

convenienees of life at; the face of the 

whole eount:r.y is barren an dismal; 

whe1,ev:e.r yon turn yo r eyes, nothing is 
t be seen but lofty rno«ntains. white ,vith 

s~ow:, and covere<l , 'ith ice and fogs. 

Scarcely any trees are to be seen, except 

a few stunted fi..r and birch. 1:'hese moun­
tains afford a retreat lo thousands o:f 

bears and 'Olves, ,}lieh are con j_ uaBy 
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pouring down and prowling about to 
prey upon the herds of deer: so that the 
Laplanders are continually obliged to 
fight them in their own defence. To do 
this, they fix large pieces of flat board 
about four or five feet long to the botto1n 
of their feet; and thus secured, they run 
along without sinking into the sno,v, so 
nimbly, that they can qvertake the wild 
animals in the chase. The bear they kill 
with bo,vs and arrows, ·which they make 
the1nselves. Sometimes they find <Yut 
the dens where they have laid themselves 
up in the winter, · and tl1en they attack 
them with spears, and generally overcome . 
them. '\Vhen a Laplander has killed a 
bear, he carries it home in triumph, boili 
the flesh in an iron pot, which is all the 
cooking they are acquainted with, and in­
vites all his neighbours to the feast. This 
they account the greatest delicacy in the . 
,vorld, and particularly tl1e fat, which they 
1nelt over the fire and clrin k; then, sit­
ting round the flan1e, they entertain each 
other with stories of their own exploits in 
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hunting or fishing, till the fea~t is over. 

Though they live so barbarous a lif.:, they 

are a good-_natured, sincere, and hospita­

ble people. If a stranger comes a1nong 

them, they lodge and entertain hin1 in the 

best 1nanner they are able, and generally 

refuse all payn1ent for their services, un­

less it be a little bit of tobacco, ·which 

they are in1n1oderately fond of smoking. 

TOMMY. 

Poor people! how I pity them to 1i ve 

s~ch an unhappy life! I should think the 

fatigues and hardships they undergo, must 

kill them in a very shert space of time. 

MR. BARLO"'\\T. 

!lave you then observed that those 

,vho eat and drink the most, and under­

go the least fatigue, arc the 111ost free 

fron1 diseases? 
TOMMY. 

Not always; for I remember that there 

are two or three gentlen1en that co1ne to 

dine at my father's ,vho eat an amazing 

quantity of n1eat, besides <lrinkirrg a great 

deal of wine; and these poor gentle1nen 

YOL, II. B 
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have lost the use of aln1ost all their 
Jjmbs. Their legs are so swelled, that 
they are ahnost as big as their bodies; 
their feet arc so tender, that they can­
not set the1n to the ground; and their 
knees so st•ifr: that they cannot bend 

· them. ,rhen they arrive, they arc obliged 
to be helped out of their coaches by two 
.or three people, and they come hobbling 
in upon crutches. Dut I ne\·cr heard 

' thcn1 talk about any thing but eating 
and drinking in all my life. 

l\l lL BAH.LOW. 

And did you c,·er observe that anv of • 
v the poor bad lost the use of their limb$ 

by the same disease? 
TO)LUY. 

I cannot say I have. 
l\[IL DAHLOW. 

Then, perhaps, the being confined to a 
canty diet, to harclsh1p, and to exercise, 

nrny not be so destructiYe a 5 you imagine. 
This ,vay of life is c\·cn mucb less so than 
the internpc1ance in ,d1ich too 111any of 
the rich continually indulge themselves. 

t 



SA'\DFOHD AND .l\IERTON. 27 

I rcrncir1ber lately reading a story upon 

thi!:> subject, which if you please you 

.shall hear. 1dr. Barlow then read the 

followino· v 

. Ilistory ef' a surprising Cure ef tlze Gout. 

In one of the provinces of Italy there 

lived a wealthy gentleman, who, having 

no taste either for improving his 1nind, 

or exercising his body, acquired an habit 

of eating almost all day long. The whole 

extent of his thoughts was what he 

should cat for dinner, and how he should 

procure the greatest delicacies. Italy 

produces excellent wines; but these were 

not enough for our epicure. Ile settled 

agents in different parts of France and 

Spain, to buy up all the n1ost generous 

and costly wines of those countries. 

He had c,;rrespondcncies with all the 

maritin1c cities, that he 1night be con­

stantly supplied ·with every species of 

fish. Every poulterer ancl iishn1onger in 

the town ·was under articles to let hi1n 

haxe 1 is choice of rarities. Ile also e111-

B 2 
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ployed a 111an on purpose to give direc­
tions for his l'astry aud desserts. As 
soon as he had breakfasted in the morn­
ing, it was his constant practice to re­
tire to his library; for he too had a li­
brary, although he never opened a book. 
,vhen he Vi'as there, he gra vcly seated 
himself in an easy chair, and, tucking a 
napkin under his chin, ordered his head­
cook to be sent in to him. The head­
cook instantly appeared, attended by a 
couple of footmen, who carried each a 
silver salver of a prodigjous size, on 
which ,verc cups which contained ~auces 
of every di:fferent flavour which could be 
devised. The gentleman, with the great­
est solen111ity, _used to dip a bit of bread 
in each, and taste it; giving his orders 
upon the suuject ·with as n1uch earnest­
ness and precision as if he had been sign­
ing papers for the go:vernn1ent of a 
kingdom. \l'hen this in1portant affair 
was thus happily concluded, he gene­
rally threw hin1self upon a couch to re­
pair the fatigues of such an exertion, 

eo 
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~nd refresh himself against dinncr.­
\Vhen that delightful hour arrivcl, it is 
impossible to describe either the variety 
of fish, flesh, and fowl, which was set 
before him, or the surprising greediness 
with which he ate of all; stimulating his 
appetite ,vith the highest sauces and 
richest ,vines, till at length he was 
obliged to desist, not frorn being satis­
fied, uu t fro111 1ncre inability to contain 
111ore. 

This kind of life he had long pursued, 
but at last becaine so corpulent., that he 
could hard I y move. I-Iis belly appeared 
prominent like a n1ountain, his face was 
bloated, and his legs, though swelled to 
the size of columns, seen1ed unable to · 
support the prodigious weight of his 
body. Added to this, he was troubled 
1, ith continual indigestions, and racking 
pains in several of his limbs, which at 
length terrninatecl in a violent fit of the 
gout. The pains, indeed, at length 
abated, and this unfortunate epicure re­
turned to all his fonner habits of inte1n-
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perance. The 1ntcrval of e~sc, howe,·er,. 
was short, c.nd the attacks of his disease 
becoming rnc.>re and rr,ore fi-equcnt, he 
was at length dcpri ,·ed of the use or al-
1nos t all his }irn bs. In this un 1wppy 
state he dctcrn;ined to consult a physi­
cian that lived in the sa111e town, and 
had the repnttttion of pcrfonning nrnny 
surpns1ng Ci.lres. Doctor, said the gen­
tleman to the physici::111, when he ar­
rived, you see the n'!iserable state to 
which I am reduced. I do, i ndc"'d, an­
S \i·erecl the physician; a.nd I suppo~e you 
have contributtd to it by your own in­
temperance. As to inteH 1)erancc, re­
plied the gentleman, I bet~~;c- few have 
Jess to answer for than myself; I indeed 
love a moderate di1111er and supper, but 
I never,\ '.,s intoxicated with lic1uor in my 
Jife. Probably then you :-leep too much, 
answered the physici111. J .. ., to 5lcep, ~,!id 
the gc11tlc:11an, I ~rn in bed 11car tw ·lvc 
hours every 11ight, !Jecausc I ti11d the 
sharpness of the morning ,.ir extrc1,1cl,, 
injurious to n1y constitution; but I ant 
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so troubled with a plaguy flatulency and 

heart-burn, that I ~m1 scarcely able to 
\ 

close 111:v eyes all night; or if I do, I find 

myself al most strangled ·with wind, and 

,rake in agonies. That is a ycry alarrniug 

1:,yrnpt,)111 indeed, replied the doctor; l 

ronc.lcr so many restless nights do not 

entirely wear you out. They would, in­

deed, answered the gentleman, if I did 

not 1nakc a shift to procure a little sleep 

two or three ti1nes a day, which enables 

n1e to hold out a little longer. As to 

exercise, continued the doctor, I fear 

you are not able to use a great deal. 

1\L1s l ans,rcred the sick 11rnn, while I 

was able, I never failed to go out in 111y 

carriage once or t \\' ice a week; but in 

111 ~T prc..,cn t situation I can no longer. 

bear the geu tles t rno1 iGn. Desic:cs disor­

cleriug n1y whole frame, it gives 111c such 

intolerable t,v itchcs in n1y li111bs, that 

you Wt)ulcl inrtginc I ,ro.s ~ .. bsolutdy fall­

ing to pieces. Y onr case, ans" crcd the 

phy._,i,·ian, is indeed bad, hut not quite 

de. pcrate; and if you could abridge the 

• 
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quantity of your food and sleep, you 
"\vould in a short time find yourself much 
better. Alas! answered the sick man, 
I rind you little know the delicacy of 
1ny cons ti tu tion, or you would not put 
n1e upon a 111ethod which will infallibly 
destroy :me. \Vhen I rise in a morning, 
I feel as if all the powers of life were 
extinguished within me; my stomach is 
oppressed with nausea, my bead with 
aches and swin1111ing, a11cl, above all, I 
feel such an intolerable sinking in my 
spirits, that ,vithout the assistance of 
two or three cordials, and some restora­
tive soup, I am confident I neYer could 
get through the 1norning. No, doctor, I 
l1ave such a confidence in your skill, 
that there is no pill or potion you can 
order me, which I will not take with 
pleasure; but as to a change in n1y diet, 
that is impossible. That is, answered 
the physician, you wish for health with­
out being at the trouble of acquiring it, 
and imagine that all the consequences 
of an ill-spent life are to be washed a·way 

\ 
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by a julep, or a decoction of senna. But 
as I cannot cure you upon those terms, 
I will not deceive you for an instant. 
1.'.~ our case is out of the power of medi­
cine, and you can only be relieved by 
your own exertions. 

How hard is this, answered the gentle­
man, to be thus abandoned to despair 

even in the pri111e of life! Cruel and un­
feeling doctor, will you not attempt any 
thing to procure n1e ease? Sir, ans,vere<l 

the physician, I have already told you 
every thing I know upon the :subject. 

I must, however, acquaint you, that I 
have a brother physician, who lives at 
Padua, a 1nan of the greatest learning 
and integrity, who is particularly famous 

for curing the gout. If you think it ,vorth 
your while to consult him, I will give 
you a letter of recom1nendation; fo1· he 
never stirs from home even to attend a 
pnnce. 

Here the conversation ended; for the 
gentleman, who did not like the trouble 
of the journey, took his leave of the 

ES 
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physician, and returned l101ne, very 
nn1ch. dispirited. In :.1. little ·while he 
either "\\ as, or fancied hi1nself ·worse; 
and as the idea of the .:.?aduan physici:1n 
had never left his head, he at last rec;_;o­
lutcly clctcrminc<.1 to Sl't out upon the 
journey. For this purpose he had a litter 
so contri,·ed that he could lie H'C'ti111Lent, 
or rccjjnc ~lt Lis case mH.l cat Li'; 111cals. rl~l 1. 1 1 . 1e rnstancc ,1 as not aooye one < ay s ., 
toierablc journey, but 1hc gentleman 
wisely rcsoh~ed to rn:.ikc four of it, for 
fcai• cl over-fatiguing hi~nsclf. Ile had, 
besides, a loaded wa~.::2:011 attcndin~·, fll-"" .... ..,, '-

'e d -with c,·cry thing that constitutl:'s 
good c:tting; and t\\ o of his cooks went 
with ·him, that .aothing might be ,rant­
ing. to hi.: ac.:cr)rnn odat 1011 upon the road. 
J\.ftcr a wcariso111c journ(·y, he at length 
arrived, witliin ~ight of P~idua, and ea­
gerly inquirins· after the hor:.sc of IJr. 
Rarnozini, W ~!:-, ::ioon direc ted to the spot. 
~rh.cn, h~P:ing been he lpcd out of h;s car­
ri:.ige by half a d<)ZC'il of his se1T~11ns, he 

1w.as shown into a ne·1t :, ,!t n!ain parlourJ .. . h 
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fro1n which he had the prospect of twen- . 

ty or thirty pcop1c at dinner in n. spa­

ciou& ha11. In the 1niddle of then1 \\ as 

the learne<..l doctor hi1nself, ·who with 

much co1nplacence invited the con1pany 

to eat heartily. 1'1y good friend, said 

the doctor, to a pale-looking man on his 

right hand, you nn1st eat three slices 

n1ore of tbis roast beef, or you will never 

lose your ague. ::\Iy friend, said he to 

another, drink off this glass of porter; it 

i:, just arriyed fron1 En grand, and is a; 

sp"cific for nervous fevers. Do not stuff 

your child so with macaroni, added he, 

turning to a woman, if you v. ould ,ri'3h 

to cure hi1n of the scrophub. GorJd 

111an, said he to a fourth, how goes on 

the ulcer ju your leg? ?d uch Letter in­

cle~d, replic(r'the n1an, si nee I lrnYc li vcd 

at your honour', table. \\' ell replied 

the ·1Jl1Y')ician, in a fcirtni~ht you \\ iH 
&, 

<..:J ... 

be perfrctl! cured, if yoLt do hut drink 

V1 ine enough. Thank l1c~1Yc11, said the 

gt'ntlcman, who had hc~rd ali this \rith 

i11fi.11itc plca~ure, I ha Ye at last met \\ ith 
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a reasonable physician; he will not con- I 
fine me to bread and water, nor sta1-ye 
n1e under pretence of curing n1e, like 
that confounded quack fro1n whose 
clutches I have so luckily escaped. At 
length the doctor disn1issecl his com-
pany, who retired loading hi111 ·with 
thanks and blessings. Ile then approach-
ed the gentleman, and welcomed hi1n 
,vith rhe greatest politeness, who pre-
-~ented hi111 with his letters of recorn­
n1endation; which after the t)hysician 
had perused, he thus accosted him : Sir, 
the letter of 1ny learned friend has fully 
jnstructed me in the particulars of your 
case; it is indeed a <l1fticult one, but I 
think you have no reason to despair of a 
perfect recovery. It~ added he, you 
choose to put yourself under my care, I 
will employ all the secrets of my art for 
your assistance; but one condition is ab-
solutely indispensable; you n1ust send 
away all your servants, and solemnly 
engage to follow n1y prescriptions for at 
least a month: without this compliance 
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I "~ould not undertake the cure even cf 

of a monarch. Doctor, answered the 

gentleman, what I have seen of your 

profession, does not, I confess, 111 uch 

prejudice 111e in their favour, and I 

should hesitate to agree to such a pro­

posal fro1n any 01-Ler indi\ idnal. Do 

as you like, sir, answered the physician, 

the employing me or not, is tntire1y 

·voluntary on your part. But as I an1 

above the cornn1on 111ercenary views of 

gain, I never stake the rcpu tation of so 

noble an art, without a rational prospect 

of success. And what success can I 

hope for in so obstinate a disorder, un­

less the patient will consent to a fair ex­

pcri1nen t of what I can effect? Indeed, 

replied the gentleman, ,vhat you say i~ 

so candid, and your whole behaviour so 

1nuch interests 111c in your favour, that I 

will in11nediately give you proofs of the 

most unbounded confidence . .. 1-Ic then 

sent for his servants, and ordered thc1n 

to return home, and not to come near 

h11n till aw hole 111011 th was elapsed. ,vhen 
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they were gone, the physician a:-ikcd 
hin1 how he supported the journey. 
"\Vhy really, answered he~ n1uch better 
than I could have expected. But I feel 
1nyself unusually hungry; and there­
fore, with your permi~sion, sha)l beg to 
have the hour of supper a little liastcn­
ed. ::\lost _willingly, ans \\·creel the doc­
tor; at ejght o'clock .cYery thing shall 
be ready for your cntertainn1cnt. In 
the 1nean time you will permit 111c to 
visit 1ny patients. 

\Vhilc the physician was absent, the 
• gen tlcrnan was pleasing his imagination 

,vi th the though ts of t11c exccllcn t s .. -1 p­
p er h~ sboulcl n1ake. 1 }oubtlcss, said he 
to himself: if Signor Ramozini treats the 
poor in ~uch an hospitable 1nanner, he 
, 1:ill spare uothing for the c11tcrtai11mcnt 
of a man of rn!- importance. I haYe 
Lc~nl there arc delicious trouts and or­
tolans in this part of Italy. I rnake no 
doubt but the doctor keeps an excellent 
cook; aud I shall haYc 110 reason to re­
pent the c1isrnission of my servants. 

I, 
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\Vi th these ideas he kept hin1se]f son1e 

time an1ttsed; at length his appetite 

oTowino· keener and keener everv in-
n b ~ 

stant, fron1 fasting longer than ordjnary, 

he lost all patience, and, calling one of 

the servants of the house, inquired fo1 

0111c little nice thing to stay his stcj-

111ach till the hour of supper. Sir, said 

the servant, I ·would gladly oblige you, 

but it is as much as my place is worth: 

my n1aster is the best and 1nost ge­

nerous of men; but so great is his attcn-, 

tion to his house patients, that he wiil 

not suffer one of them to cat unless in 

his presence. However, sir, ha,·e pa­

tience ; in t,,·o hours 1110re the supper 

will Le ready, and then you n1ay inden1-

nify your~elf for all. Thus was the gen­

tleman compelled to p:iss two hours 

111ore without foocl, a degree of absti­

nence he had not practised for almost 

twenty yc~us. IIc c01nplaincd bitterl. · 

of the slowness of tin1c) and wa::, con­

ti1l!lally inquiring what ,\·as the hour. 

_\t length the doctor returned punctual 
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to his time, and 01 cbred the supper to be 
brought in . .Accordingly six di::>hes were 
set upon the table with great solemnity, n 
all under cover, aijd 1he gentleman flat-
tered hi1nself he should no\\ ne reward-
ed for bis long abstinence. As they 
were sitting down to table, the learned 
Ra1nozini thus accosted his guest: Be­
fore you give a loose to your appetite, 
sir, I rn nst acquaint you, tlw.t, as the 
n1ost effectual method of subduing this 
obstinate disease, all your food and " drink will be mixed up with such n1edi-
cinal substances as your case requires .. 
They will not be indeed discover<1ble by 
any of your senses; but as their effects 
are equally strong and certain, I must 
recomn1end to you to eat with modera­
tion. Having said this, he ordered the 
dishes to be uncovered, which, to the 
extreme astonishn1ent of the gentleman, 
contained nothing but olives, dried figs, 
dates, some roasted apples, a few boiled 
eggs, and a piece of hard cheese. }lea­
ven and earth~ cried the gen tle1nan, 

t' 
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tosing all patience at this n1ortifying 

,;pcctacle, is this the entertain1nent you 

have prepared for me, with so many 

&peeches and prefaces? Do you imagine _ 

that a person of n1y fortune can sup on 

~uch conte111ptible fare as would hardly 

satisfy the wretched peasants whom I 

~aw· at dinner in your hall? Have pa­

tience, n1y dear sir, replied the physi­

cian; it is the extreme anxiety I have 

for your welfare that compels me to 

treat you with this apparent incivili­

ty. Your blood is all in a ferment 

·with the violent exercise you have un­

dergone; and were I rashly to indulge 

your craving appetites, a fever or pleu­

risy 1night be the consequence. But to­

morrow I hope you will be cooler, and 

then you n1ay live in a style n1ore 

adapted to your quality. The gentle .. 

111an began to co111fort hin1self with this 

reflection, and, as there was no help, he 

at last detern1ined to wait with patience 

another night. He accordingly tasted a 

few of the dates and olives, ate a piece 
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of cheese with a slice of excellent bread, 
:i.nd found himself 111orc refreshed than 
he could have i1nagincd was possible, 
froi11 such an homely n1eJ.l. "\Vhcn he 
had nearly supped he wanted son1cthing 
to drink, and, observing; nothing but 

·water upon the table, desired one of the 
scryants to bring hin1 a li ttlc wine. Not 
as you value the life of this illu::,trious ( 

gentlc1nan, cried out the physician. Sir, 
added be, turniiig to his gue:.st, it is ,rith 
inexpressible reluctance- that I contra­
dict you, but wine would he at present 
a 111ortal poi::ion ; therefore, please to 
content yourself: for one night only, 
with a glass of this n1ost excellent and 
refreohing mineral water. The gcntlc­
n1an ·was again compelled to submit, and 
drank the water ,,·ith a varictyof strange 
grimaces. After the cloth \\ as removed, 
Signor Hamozini c11tert,,i11cd the gentl 0

-

n1a11 ,rith ~ome agreeahlc ~rnd iniproving 
con,·crsation, for .~bout an hour, an<l 
then proposed to hi · patient that ho 
.,hould retire to re t. This propos,d th ' 

u 
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gt n tlernan gbdly accepted, as he found 

himself fatigued with his journey, and 

unusually disposed to sleep. The doc­

tor then retired, and ordered one of hi~ 

servants to show t11c gentleman to his 

cl1:u11ber. IIc was accordingly conduct­

eel into a neighbouring room, ,rherc 

there was little to be seen, but a h0111ely 

bed, without fur11iture, with nothing to 

sleep upon Lut a mattress aln1ost as hard 

as the floor. At this the gentleman 

burst into a vio1ent passion again: ·vil­

lain, said he to the sen·ant, it is impossi­

ble your n1aster should dare to confine 

me to such a wretched do~-hole ! show 
L 

111c into another roo111 innncdiateh ! Sir, 
o/ 

answered the sernu1t, with profound hu-

1nility, I an1 hc~lrtily sorry the clwni bcr 

does not ple,tse you; but I :1111 rncraily 

ccrta in I ha Ye not mis t(llen 111 y 111as ter':-i . 
oi·clcr, and I h~n·c too great a respect for 

you to think of disobeying him in a 

point, w1tich concerns your precious life. 

~-;avinµ; this, he went out of the n.,om, 

Qnrl , hutting; the door on the out..,idc, 
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left the gentleman to his meditations. 
They ,vere not Yery agreeable at first; 
ho·wever, as he saw no remedy, he un­
dressed himself and entered the wretch­
ed bed, where he presently fell asleep, 
while he was meditating revenge upon 
the doctor and his \v hole family. 

The gentleman slept so soundly that 
he did not awake till morning, and then 
the physician ca111e in to his room, and 
with the greateit tenderness and civility 
inquired after his health. IIc had in­
deed fallen asleep in a very ill humour, 
but his night's rest had much composed -
his mind, and the effect of this was in­
creased by the extreme politeness of the 
doctor; so that he ans,vered ,vith tolera­
ble ten1per, only making bitter com­
plaints of the homeliness of his accom­
modation. 1\-f y dearest sir, answered 
the physician, did I not make a previous 
agreement with you, that you should 
submit to my management? Can you 
imagine that I have any other end in 
view thau the improvement of your 

' • r 
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health? It is not possible that you 
should in every thiug perceive the rea­
sons of my conduct, which is founded 
upon the n1ost accurate theory and ex­
perience. llowever, in this case, I n1ust 
iuforn1 you that I have found out the 
art of n1aking my very beds 1nedicinal; 
and this you n1ust confess, fro111 the ex­
cellent night you haYe pas,~ed. I cannot 
impart the san1e salutary virtues to 
do,vn or silk, and therefore, though very 
111uch against my inclinations, I have 
been compelled to lodge you in this 
hon1ely manner. But now, if you please, 
it is time to rise. Hamozini then rang 
for his servants, and the gentleman suf­
fered hi1nself to be dressed. At break­
fast the gentleman expected to fare a 
little better; but his relentless guardian 
would suffer hin1 to taste nothing but a 
slice of bread and a porringer of water­
gruel, all which he defended, very little 
to his guest's satisfaction, upon the nJost 
ttnerring principles of medical science. 
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.A.fter breakfast had been some tim~ 
finished, doctor Rarnozini told his pa­
tient it ,vas tin1e to begin the great 
work of restoring him to the use of hi.s 
li1nbs. Ile accordingly had hi111 car­
ried jnto a little room, where he de­
sired the gentleman to attempt to 
stand. Thc1t is impossible, answered the 
patient, for I lrnTc not been ab]e to use 
a leg these three years. Prop yourself, 
then, upon your crutches, an<l kan 
agajnst the wall to support yourself, an­
swerecl'the physician: the gentleman did 
so, and the doctor ·went abruptly out, 
and locked the door after him. 11 c had 
not been long in this ituation, before 
he felt the floor of the chamber, wbich 
he had not before percci\·ecl, to be com­
])Osed of plates of iron, grow immode­
rately hot under his feet. He callecl the 
doctor and hi.s servants, hut to no pur­
pose; he then began to utter loud voci­
ferations and 111enaccs, but all was cc1ual-
1y ineffectual; he raved, be swore, he 
pron1isccl, he entreated, hut nobody came 
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to his assistance, and the heat grew 

1nore intense every instant. .i\t length 

necessity compelled hin1 to hop upon 

one leg in order to rest the other, and 

this he <lid ·v. ith the greater agiEty than 

he could conceive was possible; pre­

sently the other leg began to burn, and 

then he hopped again upon the othe~. 

Thus he ,,·ent on hopping about, with 

this i1n oluntary exercise, till he had 

stretched every sinew and rnusde more 

than he had clone for seycral , cars be-
" / 

fore, and thrown hin1self in to a profuse 

perspiration. ,vhen the doctor ·was sa­

tisfied" ith tbc exertions of his patient, 

he sent in to the roo1n an easy chair for 

hi1n to rest upon, and suffered the floor 

to cool as gradually as it had been heat­

ed. Then it was that the sick n1an for 

the first time began to be sensible of the 

real u e and pleasure of repose; he had 

earned it by fatigue, without which it can 

never prove either salutary or agreeable. 

1\t dinner, the tloctor appeared again to 

hi~· patient, and 1nadc hi1n a thousand 



48 TIU:: HISTORY 0~ 

apologies for the liberties he ha<l tak~11 

with his person; these excuses he re­

ceived with a kind of sullen civility; 
however, his anger was a little n1itigated 
by the s1nell of a roasted pullet, which 
was brought to table and set before him. 

Ile now, from exercise and abstinence, 
began to find a relish in his victual, 
which he had never done before, and the 
doctor pern1itted hin1 to n1ingle a little 
,vine with his water. These compliances 

howeYer were so extren1ely ir-ksome to 
his ten1per, that the n1on th seemed to 
pass away as slowly as-a year. ,vhen it 

was expired, and his servants can1e to 

ask his orders, he instantly threw hin1-
5elf into his carriage without ta.king 
leave either of the doctor or his family. 
\Vhen he can1e to reflect upon the treat .. 

111ent he had received, his forced exer­
cises, his involuntary abstinence, an<l all 

the other mortifications he }1a<l under­
gone, he could not conceive but it 111ust 
be a plot of the physscian he had left 
behind, and, full of rage and indignation, 
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droye directly to his house in o~·drr to 

reproach him with it. The p11ysician 

happened to be at home, but scarcely 

knew his patient. again, though after so 

short an absence. Ile had shrunk to 

half bis former bulk, his look and colour 

were 111ended, nnd he hact entirely thrown 

a.way his crutches. ,vbcn he had given 

Yent to all that his anger could suggest, 

the physician coolly answered in the fol­

lowing manner: I know not, sir, \v hat 

right you ha\·e to make me these re­

proaches, since it was not hy my persua­

sion that you put yourself under the care 

of doctor Ramoziui. Yes, sir, but you 

gaYc me an high character of his ski1l 

and integrity. l-Ias he then deceived 

you in either, or do you find yoursrlf 

worse than when you put yourself under 

his care? I cannot say th~tt, answered 

the gentleman, I an1 to be sure, surpr:-

5ing1y irnproYcd in my digestion; 1 s1ecp 

better than CYer I did bcfr>rc; I eat \\'ith 

an appetite; and I can walk aln1ost as 

well as e,·cr I could in my life. And do ,,. 

YOL . I I . C 
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you seriously come, sJid the physician, 
to complain of a 111an that has effected 
all these 111iracles for You in so short a . 
tin1e, and, unless you are now wanting 
to yourself has o·i vcn you a de<>Tee of ., ' b ., b 
life and health which you had not the 
smallest reason to expect?-Tbe gentle-
111an, who had not sufficiently cousidete<l 
all these advantages, began to look a 
little confused, and the pbysician thus 
went on: All that you have to complain 
of is, that you haYe been involuntarily 
your own dupe, and cheated into l1ealth 
and happiness. -You went to doctor Ra-
1nozini, and saw a parcel of miserable 
wretches com fortahly at dinner. That 
great and worthy man is the filthcr of 
all about him: he kno,,·s that most of the 
diseases of the poor originate in their 
want of food and nccc.')sar:c · and there­
fore benevolent.Iv astist.s them with bet-. 
tcr diet and Jothinu:. The rich, t)ll the ...... 
contrary, are generally the Yictirns of 
their own sloth ~nd intemperance; and 
therefore he finds it nccesi-=ar · to use a 
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contrary 1nethod of cure-exercise, ab~ 

.,tinence, and mortification. You, sir, 

hare been indeed treated like a child, 

but it has been for your own ad,7 antage. 

Neither your bed, nor 1ncat, nor drink, 

has eyer been medicated; all the w·on 

derful change that bas been produced, 

has been by giving you better habits1 

and rousing the slumbering powers of 

your own constitution. As to deceptio11, 

you have none to complain of, except 

what proceeded fro1n ) our own foolish 

imagination; which persuaded you that 

a physician was to regulate his conduct 

by the foll) and in temperance of his pa­

tient. As to all the rest, he only pro­

mised to exert all the secrets of his. art 

for your cure; and tbis, I am witness, he 

has done so effectually, that were you to 

reward hin1 with half your fortune, it 

would hardly be too much· for his de­

serts. 

The gentleman, who did not want 

either sense or generosity, coul<l not help 

feeling the force of what was said. J-Ie 
C 2 
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.therefore made an handsome apology for 
his beha \' iou r, and instantly dispatched 
a servant to doctor Ramozini, with a 
handsome present, and a letter express­
ing the highest gratitude. And so n1uch 
satisfaction did he find in the amend­
n1en t of his heal th and spirits, tba t he 
never again relapsed into his former ba­
bits of intemperance>, out, by constant 
exercise and uniform moderation, con ti-
11ued free from any considerable disease 
to a very con1fortaLle old age. 
. Indeed, said Tom my, this is a Yery di­
Yerting, comical story, and I should like 
very much to tell it to the O'Outv o·entle-o .J b 
men that come to our bouse. 'l bat, an-
swered l\I1. Barlow, would be highly in1-
proper, unless you were particularly de­
sired. Those gentlemen cannot be igno­
rant that sucb unbounded indulgence of 
their appetites can onI·y tend to increase 
the disease, and therefore you could 
teach them nothing new upon the sub­
ject. But it would appear highly impro-
per in such a Ii t t le lwy as you, to tak 

u 
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upon him to instruct other.:,, while he all 

the time w~nts so much instruction him­

self. Thus, continu~d 1\Ir. Barlow, you 

see by this story, v:hich is applicable to 

lrnlf the rich in n1ost countries, that in­

temperance and excess are full as dan­

gerous as want and hardship. As to the 

Laplanders, whom you were in so ·much 

pain about, they are son1e ot the heal­

thie ~ t people which the \\'orld produces. 

Tl1ey generally live to an extreme old 

age, free from all the common diseases 

which \Ye are acquainted with, and sub­

ject to no other inconveniency than 

blindness, which is supposed to arise 

from the continual prospect of snow, and 

the constant smoke ,vith which they are 

snrrou1Hlcd in their huts. 

Some few days after this conversation, 

when the snow was u good deal worn 

away, though the frost and cold conti­

nued, the two little boys went out to 

take a walk. Insensibly they wandered 

so far that they scarcely knew their I 

\·\! RY, an,l tl1crcforc re5olvc<l to return as 
• 
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speedily as possible. But, unfortunately, 
111 passing through a wood, they entirely 
missed the track and lost thernseh·t.s. To 
add to their distress, the wind began to 
blow n1ost bitterly from the north, an<l 
a violent shower of sno,v c01ning on, 
obliged the111 to seek the thickest sbel­
ter they could find. There happened 
fortunately to be near an aged oak, 
whose inside gradually decaying was 
,vorn away by time, and afforded an 
ample opening to shelter them from 
the storm. Into this the t\vo little hoys 
crept safe, and ende::ffourecl to keep each 
other warm, while a violent shower of 
snow and sleet fell all around, and gra­
dually covered the earth. Tommy, who 

.had been little used to hardship, bore it 
for some time with fortitude, and with­
out uttering a complaint. At length 
hunger and fear took entire possession of 
his soul, and turning to liarry Yvith wa­
tery eyes aud a mournful voice, lie asked 
bim what tl1ev should do. Do? said 
TJnrry; we rnu::it wait here, I think, till 

I 

" 
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the weather clears up a little, and then 

,ve will endeavour to find the way 

home. 
TO:i\BIY. 

But what if the weather should not 

c1ear up at all? 
HARRY. 

In that case we 1nust either endeavour 

to find our \\ ay through the snow, or 

stay here, where we are so conveniently 

sheltered. 
TO::\I:MY. 

But oh! what a dreadful thing it is to 

be here aH alone in this dreary ,vood! 

And then I ~ n1 so hun~rry, and so cold: · 

oh! that ,, e hctd but a little fire to wan11 

us! 
HAURY. 

I h2. ,·~ heard that sh1 pwrecked per­

sons; ,\ lien they La Ye Leen cast a,\7 ay 

upol' a desert coa, t. ha"e n1aclc a fire to 

\\'arm themseln?s by rubbing two pieces 

of\\ oocl together till tl1t'Y caught -6 !'e; 

or, here 1::i a !Jetter thing, I have a large 

knife in my pocket, and 1f I could but 
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1ind a piece of flint, I could easily strike 
1ire with the back of it. 

1Iar;-y rlH_'iJ searched about, and with 
sorne little difiiculty found a couple of 
flints, as the ground was nearly hidden 
·with sno,\·. lle then took the flints, and 
striking one upon the other with all his 
fo1 ce, he ~hiYercd them into s~\;eral 
pieces; out of these be chose tbe thin­
nest and sharpest, and told Tommy \\ ith 
a :smile, that he believed that would do. 
He then took the flint, and striking it se­
veral times against the back of his knife, 
produced several sp:.irks of fire. This, 
said IlanT, will be sufricient to Ii~.d1t a v v 
fire, if we can but find something of a 
sufficiently combustiole nature to kindle 
from these sparks. lie then collected all 
the driest leaYes he could find, \\'1th little 
decayed pieces of wood, aud piling thc1n 
into an hrap, ende~n·ourcd to kincl!c a 
blaze by the sparks which he conti:rnally 
5truck from his h1ifo and tl1c flint. 1Jut 
it ,\·as in Yain; the lc~n·es ,rer: not of a 
~nflicient]y cornhustiblc 11:1tL11 c, nnd while 
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he wearied liimself in Yain, they were 

not at all the more advance<l. Tornn1y, 

who beheld the ill success of his friend, 

began to be more and n1ore terrified, and 

in despair asked Harry again what t11ey 

should do. Ilarry answered, that, as 

they had failed· in their attempt to ,varin 

_ themselves, tbe best thing they could do, 

was to endeavour to find their \ray home, 

n1ore especially as the snow had now 

ceased, and the sky was l.,ecorne 111uch 

clearer. This Tomn1y consented to, and 

with infinite difficulty they began tbefr 

march; for, as the snow had cornpktt ly 

covered every track, and the day-ljght 

began to fail 1 they wandered at rando1n 

through a va~t aucl pathless wood. At 

every step which Tommy took, he sunk 

almost to hi~ knees in snow, the win(l 

was bleak and cold, and it was with infJ­

nite difficulty that Harry could prC\'ail 

upon him to continue his journey. At 

length, howcYer, as they thus pursued 

their way, with infinite toil, they came 

to some lighted e1nbers, ,rhich either 

c5 
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some labourers, or some wandering pas­
sengers, had lately quitted, and which 
were yet unextinguished. See, said liar­
ry, with joy, see \\ hat a lucky chance is 
this! Here is a fire ready lighted for us, 
which needs only the assistance of a lit­
tle wood to make it burn. I-Jarry then 
again collectecl all the <lry pieces he 
could find, and piled them upon the em­
bers, ,vhich in a few moments began to 
blaze, and cl iffu secl a cheerful warm th. 
'I'ommy then began to w,.u!11 and chafe 
his almost frozen limbs oyer the fire 
,vitb infinite delight; at length he could 
not help obserYing to :Harry, that he nc­
,·er could have belic\·ed that a few dried 
sticks could have been of so much con­
sequence to him. Ah! c1ns\rerecl I-Jarry, 
~laster Tommy, you have been brought 
up in such a manner, that you never 
knew what it was to want any thing. 
But that is not the case with th usands 
and millions of people. I have seen hun­
dreds of poor children that have neither 
bread to eat, fire to warm; nor clothes to 

di 



SANDFORD .AND l\IERTO~. 59 

cover them. Only think, then, what a 

disagreeable situation they must be in: 

yet they are so accustomed to hardship, 

that they do not cry in a twelve1nonth 

as u1nch as you haYe done within this 

quarter of an hour. 

"\Yhy, ans\rered Tommy, a little dis­

concerted at the observation of bis cry­

ing, it cannot be expected that gentle­

men should be able to bear all these in­

con venicnces as well as the poor. ,vhy 

not? answered I-Iarry: Is not a gentle­

man as much a man as the poor can be? 

And, if he is a man, should he not accns­

ton1 himself to support every thing that 

his fellow-creatures do? 

TO::\L.\IY. 

That is Ycry true-Bnt he will have 

all the conveniences of life provided for 

him, victuals to eat, a good wan11 bed, 

and fire to warm him. 

HARltY. 

But he is not sure of having all these 

things as long as he livetL-Besides, I 

have often observed the gentle111en and 
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ladies in our neighbourhood, riding abot1t 
in coaches, ai:d co,·erecl from head to 
foot, yet shaking with the least breath 
of air as if they all had agues; while the 
children of the poor run al,out bare­
footed upon the ice, and divert thcm­
seh·es with making now-balls. 

TO:\DIY. 

That i~ indeed true; for I have seen 
my mother's visitors sitting over the 
warmest - fire that could be made, and 
complaining of cold, \Vhile the labourers 
out of doors were 5tripped to their shirts 
to work, and never minded it ju the 
least. 

IIAI:RY. 

Then I should think that exercise, by 
which a person can warn1 him~elf when 
he plca~es, is infinitely a better thing­
than all these conveniences you ~peak 
of; because, after all, they will not bin­
der a person from being cold, but cxcr­
<.:ise will warm hirn in an instant. 

TOMuIY. 

But then it is not proper for g~ntlemen 



to <lo the same kind of work with the 

common people. 
HARRY. 

But is it not proper for a gentleman to 

1JaYe his body stout and hardy? 

TOUi\IY. 

To be sure it is. 
HARRY. 

,rhy then he 111nst sometimes labour 

and use his limbs, or else he will never 

Le able to do it. 
TO~Il\IY. 

,vhat, cannot a person be strong with­

out working? 
HARRY. 

Yon can judge for yourself. You very 

often ha,·e fine young gentlemen at your 

father's house, and arc any of them as 

strong as the sons of the farmers in the 

nei~hbourhoocl; that are always used to 

handle an hoe, a spade, a fork, and other 

tools? , . 
TO?l[l\IY. 

Indeed, I believe th,it is true, for I think 

I am become stronger n1yself, since I ha Ye 
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learned to divert myself in l\Ir. Barlow's 
garden. 

As they ,vere conversing jn this n1an­
ne1, a little 1)0y ~ame singing along, with 
a bundle of si-icks at his back, and as 
soon as I:Iarry saw l1im he recollcctecl 
him, and cried out, As I an1 alive here 
is Jacky Smithers, the little ragged hoy 
that you gave tbe clothes to in the sum-
1ner: he ii ves: I dare say, 111 the neigh­
bourhood, and either lie, or bis father, 
will now show you the way home. liar­
ry then spoke to the boj. and asked him 
if he could show . tbem the way out of 
the wood. Yes, surely I can, ans\rercd 
t-he boy, but I nc,•er should have thought 
of seeing master ~1erton out so Iatc, in 
sue ht a tempestuous night as this. But, 
if you will come with me to my f.:1ther:s 
cottage, yot, may warn1 yourself at our 
fire, and fitthcr wjU run to ~Ir. Barlow 
to let him know you are safe. Tommy 
accepted the offer with joy, and the 
little boy led them out of the wood: a.ncl 

L 
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in a few minutes they can1e to a small 

cottage which stood by the side of the 

road. "\Yhen they entered, they saw a 

middle-aged ,vornan busy in spinning; 

the eldest girl \V~s cooking some broth 

over the fire; the father was sitting in 

the chimney-corner, and reading a book, 

while three or four ragged children were 

turn bling upon the floor, and creeping 

bet\reen their father's legs. Daddy, says 

the little boy, as he came in, here is 

master 1Ierton, that was so good to us 

all in the sunnner. I:-Ie has lost his way 

jn the wood, and is aln1ost perished in 

the snow. The 111an upon this arose, 

and with wuch civility desired the two 

.. little boys to seat then1selves by the £re, 

wLile the good woman ran to fetch her 

laro·est fa<l'o·ot which she th1e,v upon 
b .::,t:, , 

the fire, and created a cheerful blaze in 

an insta11t. There, 111:y dear little master, 

said she, you may at least refresh y )ur­

self a little by our fire, anc~ I , ·ish l had 

any t1 ing to offer you tbat yo1 could e 1t. 

Dut I am afraid you will never be able 
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to bear ~uch coarse brown bread as ,1:e 
poor folks are obliged to eat. Indeed, 
sa1d Tommy, my good mother, I have 
fasted so long, and am so hungry, that I 
think I could eat any thing. ,v ell then, 
answered the woman, here is a little hit 
of gammon of bacon, \rhich I will broil 
for you upon the embers, and if you can 
1nakc a supper you are heartily welcome. 

,vhile the good woman was thus pre­
paring supper, the man had closed his 
book, and placed it with great respect 
upon a shelf; which gave Tommy the 
curiosity to ask hi1n what he was rcad­
jng about. J.\:Iaster, answered the man, 
I am reading the book which teaches me 
my duty towards man, and 111y obliga­
tions to Goel; I was reading the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, when you. came in, aud 
teaching it to my children. 

T0::\11\fY. 

Indeed I ha\·e heard of that good 
book: ~Ir. Barlow has often read part of 
it to me, and promised I should read it 
m ·self. That is the book they read at 
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church; I have often heard 1·Ir. Dar low 

rL'all it to the people; and be always reads 

it so well and so affecting1), that every 

body listens, and yon 111ay hear even a p111 

drop upon the pavement. 

TH~ l\IAN. 

\-es, master, l\Ir. Barlow is a worthy 

sen·ant and follo\\'er of Jesus Christ him­

self. I--Ic is the friend of all the poor in 

the neighbourhood. lie gi\'es us food 

and mecliciues when we are ill; he em­

ploys us when we can find no work. But 

\\·hat we are e,·en more obliged to him 

for, than the giving us food anc1 raiment, 

and life itself, he instructs us in our du­

ty, makes us ashamed of our faults, and 

teaches us how ,re may be happy not 

only here, but in another world. I was 

once an icllc, abandoned nrnn 111yse1t: 
0 ·iven ur) to S\\'cariu 0 • and drink.in()' ne:1·-

t-> u t-,) '-"' 

lecting my family, and taking no thought 

for my poor wife and children. Bu: since 

l\Ir. Barlow has taught me better th~ngs, 

and macle me acquainted with this bless­

ed bool", my life ancl manners, I l10p_t', 
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are much amended, and I do rnv dutv 
_, V 

better to my poor family. That irrdeed 
you do, Robin, answered the woman; 
there is not now a better and kinder hus­
band in the world: you have not wasted 
an idle penny, or a moment's time, thes~ 
two years; and without that unfortunate 
fever, which prevented yon from ,vork­
ing last harvest, ,ve should have the 
greatest rea~nn to be all contented. I-Jave 
we not the greatest rrason now, answer­
ed the man, to be 11ot only c;ontented, 
but thankful for aH the blessings we en­
joy? It is true, that I ~'ncl sevrral of the 
children, were ill t11is year for many 
weeks; but did we not all escape, 
through the blessing of God, and the 
c~u-e of good lHr. Barlow, and this wor­
thy master Sandford, who broug1jt us 
victuals so many clays, with his 0"·11 
hands, when we othen\ ise should per­
haps have starved? Have I not had very 
good employment e\·er since, and do I 
uot 110\\r earn six shillin_o·s a \,·eek, which 
is a ,·ery comfortable thing, when many-

r, 
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poor wretches as good as I, are starving 

because they cannot find employ1nent? 

Six shillings a week! six shillings a 

· week! answered Ton1111y in amaze:11ent; 

and 1s that all you and your wife and 

children have to live on for a ,vhole 

,veek? 

THE MAN. 

Not all, n1aster; n1y wife sometimes 

earns a shilling or eighteen-pence a week 

by spinning; and our eldest daughter be­

gins to do something in that way, but not 

n1 uch. 

TOMMY. 

That makes seven shillings and six ... 

pence a week. ,vhy, I have known my 
n1other give more than that, to go to a 

place where outlandish people sing. I 

have seen her and other ladies give a 

man a guinea for dressing their hair. 

And I knew a little n1iss, whose father 
gives half a guinea a ti1ne to a little 

rrcnchman, that teaches her to jun1p and 

caper about the roo1n. 

l\Iaster, replied the man smiling, these 
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are great gentlefolks that you are talking 
about; they arc \·ery rich, and have a 
right to do what t11ey please with their 
own. It is the duty of us poor folks to 
labour hard, take ,drnt ·we can get, and 
thank the great and wise God, that our 
condition js no worse. 

TOl\lMY. 

"\Vbat, and is it possible that you can 
thank God for living in sud1 a house as 
this, and earning seven shillings an,J six. 
pence a week ? 

THE l\IA N. 

To he sure I can, master. Is it not an 
act of bis goodness, that we ha\·e clothes 
and a warm house to shelter us, and 
,vholcsomc food to eat? it was but yes­
terday tbat two poor men came by, who 
h~,d bc2n cast away in a storm, and lost 
their ship, and all they had. One of tLese 
poor men had scarcely any clothes to 
co,-er him, and was shaking all over with 
a Yiolen t ague, and the other had his 
toes almost mortified by walking bare• 
footed in the now. Am I not a 0 Tcat 
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deal better off than these poor n1en, and 

perhaps than a thousand others, who a1 e 

at this time tost about upon the waves: 

or cast away, or ,vandering about the 

world, without a shed to cover then1 

fro111 the weather, or imprisoned for debt? 

!fight I not have gone on in committing 

bad actions, like many other unhappy 

n1en, till I had been gui I ty of some no­

torious crime, which might have brought 

me to a shameful end? And ought I not -

to be grateful for all these blessings, 

which I possess without deserving the111? 

. Tommy, who had hitherto enjoyed all 

_ the good things of tbis life, ·without re­

flecting from who1n he had received 

them, was ,,ery 111uch struck with the 

piety of tbis honest and contented n1an; 

but as he was going to answer, the good 

woman, who had laid a clean though 

coarse cloth upon her table, and taken 

up her sa,,01uy supper in an earthen 

piatc, invited then1 to sit down; an invi­

tation \\'hich both the boys obeyed with 

the greatest pleasure, as they had eaten 
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nothing since the 111orning. In the mean 
time the honest man of the house bad 
taken his bat, and walked to l\1r. Bar­
low's to inform him that his two pupils 
·were safe in the neighbourhood. IVIr. 
Barlow had long suffered the greatest 
uneasiness at their absence, and, not con­
tented with sending after them on every 
side, was at that very time busy in the 
pursuit; so that tbe man n1et hi111 about 
half way from his own house. As soon 
as Mr. Barlow heard the good news, he 
determined to return with the man, and 
reached his house just as Tommy l\Ier­
tou had finished one of the heartiest 
1neals he had ever made. The little boys 

" rose up to meet 1Ir. Barlow, and thank­
ed him for his kindness, and the pains 
he had taken to look after them, expres- ' 
sing their concern for the accident wbich 
had happened, and the uneasiness whic]1, 
,vithout designing it, they had occasion­
ed: but he, with the grca test good na­
ture, a<lvised them to be more cautious 
for the future, and not tc e. · tend their 

p 
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\val ks so far; then thanking the worthy 

people of the house, he offered to con- -

dnct the111; and they all three set out to­
gether, in a very cold, but fine and star­

light evening. As they went home, be 
renewed his caution, and told then1 the 

dangers they had incurred. lviany peo­

ple, said he, in your situation, have been 

surprised by an unexpected storn1, and 
losing their way ha,·e perished with cold. 

Sometimes both r;.1en and beasts, not be­

jng able to discern their accustomed 

tl'ack, have fallen into deep p}ts filled up 
, and covererl ,vith the sno,v, where they 

have been found buried several feet deep 

and frozen to death. And is it in1possi­

ble, said Ton1rny, in such a case to escape? 
In general it is, said ~Ir Barlo,v, but 
there have been some extraordinary in­
sta11ces of persons who have lived seYeral 
days in that condition, and yet been 

taken out alive; to-111orrow yon shail read 

a remarkable story to that purpose. 
As they were thus walking on, Tommy 

1ookec1 up at the sky, where a11 the stars 
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glimn1ered with unusual brightness, and 
said, ,vhat an innumerable quantity of 
stars is here! I think I never observed so 
n1any before in all 111y life! Innumerable 
as they appear to you, said l\1r. Barlow·, 
there are persons that have not only count­
ed all you now see, but thousands more 
which are at present invisible to your 
eye. II ow can that be? answered Tom­
my: for there is neither beginning nor 
end. They are scattered so confusedly 
about the sky, that I should think it as 
impossiliie to number them as the flakts 
of snow that fell to-day, w11ile we were 
in the wood . .At this l\Ir. Barlo"' smiled, 
and said, that he believed Ilarry could 
give him a different account, although 
perhaps he could not number them all. 
IIarry, said hr, cannot you show your 
companion some of the constellations~ 
Yes, answered Harry, I believe I remem­
ber sornr, .that you Lave been ~o go0d to 
teach me. But pray, sir, said Tummy, 
,vhat is a constellation? T hose, ans\.\'ercd 
J.fr. Barlow, that firs t began to O'.)~crve 
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the heavens as you do now, ha,·c ou­

.s€rvecl certain stars, remarkable either 

for their brightness or position. To thes-e 

they ha,·e given a particular nan1e, that 

- they n1ight the more easily know then1 

again, and discourse of them to others; 

and these particular clusters of stars thus 

joined together and named, they call 

constellations. But come, Harry, you 

are a little farmer, and can certainly point 

out to us Charles's wain. Harry then 

looked up to the sky, and pointed out 

seven very bright stars towards the north. 

You are right, said l\!Ir. Barlo,v; four of 

these stars have put the comn1on people 

in mind of the four wheels of a waggon, 

and the three others of the horses; there­

fore, they have called them by this nan1e. 

Now, Tommy, look well at these, and see 

if you can find any seven stars in the 

whole sky, that resemble them in their 

position. 

TO~IMY. 

Indeed, sir, I do not think I can. 

V OL. Tl . . . D 
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1\IR. B.·\. RLO-\\r. 

Do you not think, then, that you caa 
find them again? 

TO?iDIY. 

I will try, sir.-N ow, I wi-11 take my 
eye oft; and look another way.-1 protest 
I cannot find them again.-Oh ! I believe 
there they are-Pray, sir, (pointing with 
his finger), is not that Charles's wain? 

J\IR, BARLOW. 

l'..,.. ou are right; and by re-membering 
these stars, you 111ay very easily observe 
those which are next to them, and learn 
their names too, till you are acquainted 
,vith the \\ hole face of the heavens. 

TOi\11\IY. 

That is indeed very clever and very 
surpnsmg. I will show my mother 
Charles's wain the first time I go home; 
I dare say she has never observed it. 

:..\IH. BARLOW. 

But look on the two stars which com­
pose the hinder wheel of the waggon, 
and raise your eye up towards the top of 
the sky; do you not see a very bright 

t-
•. 



5ANDFORD AND MEllTON. 75 

star, that seems to be almost, but not 

quite, in a line ,vith the two others? 

TOMMY. 

Yes, sir,-I see it plain. 

MR. ~ARLOW. 

That is called the pole-star; it never 

1noves from its place, and by looking full 

.i.t it, you n1ay al ways find the north. 

'TOl\ll\IY. 

Then, if I turn 111y face towards that 

star, I always look to the north. 

lIR. BARLOW". 

You are right. 
TOl\IMY. 

Then I shall turn my back to the 

south. 
lIR. BARLOW. 

You are right again; and now cannot 

you find the east and west? 

TOMMY. 

Is not the east where the sun rises? 

MR. BARLOW. 

Yes ; but there is no sun to direct you 

no,v. 
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TO IIDIY. 

Then, sir, I cannot find it out. 
MR. BARLOW. 

• 
Do uot you know', Harry? 

HARRY. 

I believe, sir, that, if you tu"rn your 
face to the north, the east will be on the 
right hand, and the west on the left. 

MR. BAHLOW. 

Perfectly right. 

T01\1i\IY. 

That is very clever indeed ; so then, 
by knowing the pole-star, I can always 
find north, cast, west, and south. But 
you said that the pole-star never moves; 
do the other stars, then, move out of 
their places? 

i'IIR. BARLO'1t1. 

That is a ·question you nrny learn to 
answer) ourself, by oLserviug the present 
appearance of the heavens; and then ·ex­
·arnining whether the stars change thei1 
places at any future time. 

TO~BIY. 

But, sir, I have t:11aught that it would 

0 
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be a good contrivance, jn order to re­

mem bcr their situations, if I were to 

draw the1n upon a bit of paper. 

l\IR. BAR LOW. 

But how would you do that? 

TOl\Il\IY. 

I would make a n1ark upon the paper 

for eyery star ju Charles's wain, and I 

would place the n1arks just as I see the 

stars placed in the sky, and I would en­

treat you to write the names for me, and 

this I ,rould do till I was acquainted 

with all the stars in the heavens. 

:MR. BARLOW. 

That would be an excellent ,vay; but 

you see a paper is flat: is that the fonn 

of the sky? 

TOl\lMY. 

· No, the sky seems to rise from the 

earth on e·very side like the dome of a 

great church. 
l\IR. BARLOW. 

Then if you ,vere to haYe son1e round­

body, I should think it would correspond 

to the different parts of the sky, and yon 
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might place your stars with 1nore exact .. 
/ ness. 

TOJ\Ii\IY. 

That is true indeed, sir; I wish I had 
just such a globe. 

1\IR. BARLOW. 

"\Vell, just such a globe I will endea­
YOlff to procure you. 

'l' 0 :M .i\I y. 

Sir, I an1 much obliged to you, indeed. 
Tiut what use is it of to know the stars? 

MR. BARLOW. 

"\Vere there no other use, I should 
think there would be a very great plea­
sure in observing such a number of glo­
rious, glittering bodies as arc now above 
us. \Ve sometimes run to see a proces­
sion of coaches, or a few people in fine 
clothes strutting about: we admire a 
large roon1 that is r~inted, and orna­
mented, and gilded; but,~ hat is there in 
all these things to be compared with the 
sight of these luminous bod ir e; that adorn 
every part of the sky. 

" VI 
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TOl\Il\IY. 

That's true, indeed. 1'-Iy lord vVimplc·s 

great room, that I have heard all the 

people adn1ire so much, is no more to be 

compared to it than the shabbiest thing 

in the ,vorld. 
MR. BARLO\V, 

That is indeed true; but there are 

some, and those very important, uses to 

be derived from an acquaintance with 

the stars. Harry, do you tell 1naster 

l\Ierton the story of your being lost upon 

the great n1oor. 
HARRY, 

··r on must know, master Ton1n1y, that 

I have an uncle lives about three miles 

oft: across the great 111oor, that we have 

sometimes walked upon. Now n1y fa­

ther, as I an1 in general pretty well ac­

quainted with the roads, very often send~ 

111e with 1nessages to my uncle. One 

evening I came there so late, that it was 

scarcely possible to get home again before 

it was quite dark: it was at that time iu 

the n1onth of October. l\Iy uncle wish-
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ed me very much to stay at his house all 
night, but that was not proper for me to ~ 
do, because 111y father had ordered n1e to 
come back. So I set out as soon as I 
possioly could: but just as I had reached 
the heath, the evening grew extremely 
dark. 

'I'O::\IMY. 

And ·was not yon frightened to find 
)~Ourself all alone upon such a dismal 
place? 

HARRY. 

Ko; I knew the worst that could hap­
pen would be that I should stay there all 
night; and, as soon as ever the morning 
shone, I should ha\.·e found n1y way 
home. But, however, by the time I had 
reached the middle of the heath, there 
came on such a violent tempest of wind, 
blow.ing full in my face, accompanied 
·with such a sho\ver, that I found it im-- . possible to continue rny way. So I cp1it-
tcd the track, which is ne,·er very easy 
to find, and ran aside to an holly bush> 
that was growing at some distance, in 
order to seek a little shelter. Herc I lay, 

n. 
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very conveniently, till the storm \vas 
almost over; then I rose and attempted , 

to continue my way, but unfortunately 
I missed the track and lost mvself. 

,I 

TOl'IIlUY. 

That was a very dismal thing indeed. 

HARRY. 

- I wandered about a great while, but 
still to no purpose : I had not a si,ngle 

n1ark to direct me, because the common 
is so extensive, and so bare either of tr~es 
or houses, that one 1nay ,valk for miles 
and see nothing but heath and furzes. 
Sometimes I tore 111y legs in scrambling 
through great thickets of furze; no,v 
and then I plun1pecl into a hole· full 

of water, and should have been drowned 
if I had not learned to swim: so that at 
last I was going to give it up in despair, 
,vhen looking on one side, I saw a light 
at a li.ttle distance, which seemed to be 
a candle and lantern that ~omebody was 
carrying across the 111oor. 

TOl\11\fY. 

Did not that give you very great com­
fort? 

D5 
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1. ... ou shall hear, ans,vered Harry srnil­
jng. At first I was doubtful whether I 
should go up to it: but I considered that 
it was not worth any body's pains to 
hurt a poor boy like me, and that no per­
son who was out on any ill design, would 
probably choose to carry a light. So I 
determined boldly to go up to it and in­
quire the \\•ay. 

T02\IMY. 

And did the person with the candle 
and lantern direct you? 

HARRY. 

I began w~lking up towards it; when 
imn1ediately the li6 ht, which I had first 
observed on my righr hand, 1noving slow­
ly along by my side, changed its direc­
tion, and \Vent directly before me, with 
about the same degree of swiftness. I 
though this very odd, but I still conti­
nued the ch:ise, and, just as I thought 
I had approached very near, I tumbled 

· into another pit, full of water. 

TOi\-IlI Y. 

That was unlucky indeed, 



.SANDFORD AND 1\IERTON. 83 

HARRY. 

,v ell, I scran1bled out, and very luckily 

on the same side with the light, which I 

began to follow again, but with as little 

success as ever. I had now wandered ma ... 

ny n1i1es about the common; I knew no 

n1ore where I was, than if I had been set 

do,vn upon an unknown country : I had 

no hopes of finding n1y ,vay home, unless 

I could Teach this wandering light; and, 

though I could not conceive that the 

person who carried it, could kno,v of 

1ny being so near, he seemed to act as if 

he was determined to avoid n1e. Ho,v­

ever, I was resolved to make one at~ 

tern pt, and therefore I began to run as 

fast as I ·was able, l1allooing out at the 

same time to the person that I thought · 

before n1e, to entreat him to stop. 

TOMMY. 

And did he? 

HARRY. 

Instead of that, the light which had 

before been moving along a slo,v and 

easy pace, now began to dance along bea 
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fore me, ten times faster than before : so 
that, jnsteacl of overtaking it, I found 
111ysclf farther and farther uchind. Still, 
however, I ran on, till I unwarily sunk 
up to the 111iddle in a large bog, out of 
,vhich I at last scrambled with very 
great difficulty. Surprized at this, and 
not conceiving that any human being 
could pass over such a bog as this, I de .. 
termined to pursue it no longer. But 
now I was wet and weary; the clouds 
]1ad indeed rolled away, and the moon 
and stars began to shine; I look eel around 
n1e, and could discern nothing but a 
,vide, barren country, without so 1nuch 
as a tree to shelter me, or any animal in 
sight. I listened, in hopes of hearing a 
s11s:ep bell, or the barking of a, dog; but 
nothing met my ear, but the shrill whist­
ling: of the wind, which blew so cold and 
bleak along that open country, that it 
chilled n1e to the very l1cart. In this 
situation, I stopped awhile to consider 

:·what I should do, and raising my eyes 
by ~cculen t to .the sky, ,the first object I 
beheld, was that very constellation of 
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Charles's wain, and aboYe it I discerned 

the pole-star, glimmering, as it were, 

fron1 the very top of heaven. Instantly 

a thought came into my mind: I consi­

dered, that when I bad been walking 

along the road which led towards 1ny 

nncle's house, I bad often observed the 

pole-star full before me; therefore it oc ... 

curred to n1e, that if I turned my back 

exactly upon it, and went straight for­

ward in a contrary direction, it must lead 

me to"·arcls my f atber's house. As soon as 

I bad formed this resolution, I began to 

execute it. I was persuaded I should 

now escape, and therefore, forgetting n1y 

fatigue, I ran along as brisk as if I bad 

but then set out. Nor was I disappoint-­

eel; for though I could see no tracks, yet 

taking the greatest care always to go 011 

in that direction, the rnom1 afforded me 

liµ:ht enough to aYoicl the pits and bogs, 

,rhirh are found in various parts of that 

,vild n1oor; and \\ hen I had traYeliecl as 

I imagined about three n1iles, I heard the 

barking of a dog, which gayc me d'ou_bl~ 
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vigour; and going a little farther, I came 
to some enclosures at the skirts of the I, 
common, which I kne\v; so that I then 
,vith ease found my way home, after hav-
ing almost despaired of doing it. 

TO i\ll\I Y. I 
' 

Indeed, then, the knowledge of the pole- I~ 
star was of very great use to you. Iam . ~, 
determined I wjll make myself acquaint-
ed with all the stars in the heavens. But 
did you ever find out wbattbat light was, 

~ 
,vhich danced before you in so ex traor-

t 
<linary a n1anner? 

:o 
HARRY. 

When I came home my father told me 
it was what the common people call Jack 
of the lantern: and :fvfr. Barlow has since 
jnformed me, that these things are only 

sa 

L vapours which rise out of the earth, in 
moist and fenny places, although they 
]1ave that bright appearance; and there-
fore to1<l rrr~ that many people, like rne, 

' ., 
who have taken then1 for a lighted can-

~ 

die, have fol1owed them, as I did, into : 
!' ' I bogs and ditches. "• 
t' 
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Just as Harry had finishe<l his history, 

they arrived at Ivfr. Barlow·s, and after 

sitting some time and talki11g over the 

accidents of the day, the little boys re­

tired to bed. wlr. Barlow was sitting 

alone, and reading in his parlour, when, 

to his great surprize, 'I'omrny came run­

ning into the room, half undrest, and 

bawling out, Sir, sir, I have found it out 

-they 1nove ! they n1ove!-\Vhatn1oves? 

said l\-Ir. Barlow. ,vhy Charles's wain 

n10Yes, answered Tommy. l had a mind 

to take one peep at the sky before I 

went to heel, and I see that all the seven 

5tars have n1ovecl fron1 their places a 

great way 11igher up into the sky. \Vell, 

said l\!Ir. Barlow, you are indeed right. 

You have done a vast deal to day, and 

to-morrow we will talk over these things 

2ga1n. 
\Vhen the n1orrow cmne, Tommy put 

::\Ir. Barlow in 1nind of the story he had 

promised hin1, about the people buried in 

the snow. l\Ir. Barlow looked hin1 out 

the book, but first said, It 1s necessary 
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to give you some explanatioi1. The coull• 
try where this accident happened, js a 
country full of rocks and mountains, so 
excessively high that the snow ne,·er 
1nelts upon their tops. Never, said Tom-
111y, not even in the sum mer? Not even 
in the summer. The vallies between 
these mountains are inhabited by a brave 
and industrious people; the sides of then1 
too are cultivated; but the tops of the 
highest mountains are so extremely cold 
that the ice and snow never n1elt, but 
go on continually increasing. During­
a great part of the winter, the weather 
js extremely cold, and the inhabitant~ 
confine the1nselves within their houses,. 
which they have the art to render very 
comfortable. Ahnost all the roads are 
then impassable, and snow and ice afford' 
the only prospect. But when the year 
begins to grow warmer, the snow is fre­
quently thawed upon the sides of the 
n1oun tains, and undermined by the tor­
rents of ,vater which pour down with ir­
resistible fury. I-Ience it frequently hap-

I 
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pens, that such prodigious masses of 

snow fall down as are sufficient to bury 

beasts and houses, and even villages 

themselves, beneath them. It ,vas in the 

neighbourhood of these prodigious moun­

tains, which are ca1led the Alps, that on 

the 19th of l\1arch, 175§, a small cluster 

of houses was entirely overwhelmed by 

two vast bodies of snow that tumbled 

do,vn upon them from a greater height: 

All the inhabitants were tben within 

doors, except one Joseph Rochia and his 

son, a lad of fifteen, who ·were on the 

roof of their l1ouse, clearing a,yay the; 

snow which had fallen for three 'days 

incessantly. A priest going by to church, 

ad,,ised them to come do,vn, having just 

before observed a body of snow tun1-

bling from the mountain towards them. 

The 111an descended with great precjpita­

tion, and fled with bis son he knew not 

whither; but scarce had he gone thirty 

or forty steps, before his son, who fol­

lowed him, fell down: on which looking 

hack, he saw his own and his neighbours 
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houses, in ,vhich were twenty-two per"' 
sons in al], covered \\'ith a high moun­
tain of snow. He lifted up his son, and 
reflecting that his wife, his sisters, two 
children, and all his effects were thus·• 
buried, be fainted away; but soon re­
viving got safe to a friend's house at 
some clistttnce. 

Five days after, Josepb, being per­
fectly recovered, got upon the snow, 
with his son, and two of his wife's bro­
thers, to try if he could find the exact 
place where his house stood; but after 
n1any openings tnade in the snow, they 
could not discover it. The month of 
April proving hot, and the snow begin-
11 ing to soften, he again used l1is u trnost 
endeavours to recover his effects, and to 
bury, as he thought, the remains of his 
family. He n1adc ne,v openjngs, and 
threw in earth to melt the snow, which 
on the 24th of April was ~;reatly dimi­
nished. Ile broke through ice six Eng­
lish feet thick, with iron Lars, thrust 
down a long pole Rncl touched the 

t. 
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ground; but evening coming on, he de­

sisted. 
The next day, the brother of his wife, 

,vho had heard of the misfortunes of the 

fan1ily, came to the house where Joseph 

was; and after resting hin1self a little, 

,vent with him to work upon the sno-w, 

,vhere they made another opening, which 

led thcn1 to the house they searched for; 

bntfincling no dead bodies in its ruins, they 

sought for the stable, ,vhich ,vas about 

two hundred and forty English feet dis­

tant, which having found, they heard a 

cry of, Help, my dear brother! Being 

greatly surprizecl as well as encouraged 

by these ,vorcls, they laboured with all 

diligence till they had 1nade a large open­

ing, through which the brother inune­

diately went down, where the sister, with 

an agonizing and feeble voice, told him~ 

I ha.Ye always trusted in God and you, 

that you would not forsake me. The 

other brother and the husband then went 

down, and found, still alive, the ,vifi 

about forty-five, the sister about thirty-
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five, and the daughter about thirteeu 
years old. These they raised on their 
shoulders to n1en above, who pulled the111 
up as if from the grave, and carried then1 
to a neighbouring house: they were un~ 
able to walk, and so wasted that they ap­
peared like mere sk@letons. They ,vere 
immediately put to bed, and gruel of 
rye-flour and a little butter was given to 
recover them. Some days after, the ma­
gistrate of the place came to visit them, 
and found the wife still unable to rise 
from bed, or use her feet, from the in­
tense cold she had endured, and the un­
easy posture she had been in. The sis­
ter, whose legs had been bathed with hot 
wine, could walk with some difficulty, 
and the daughter needed no farther re-
111e<lies. 
. On the magistrate's interrogating the 

women, they told bi1n that on the morn­
ing of the 19th of lvfarch, they we're in 
the stable, with a boy of six years old and 
a girl of about thirteen; in the same sta­
ble, were six goats, one of which havin°~ 
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brought forth two dead kids the night 

before, they went to carry her a small 

vessel of rye-flour gruel; there were also 

an ass and five or six fowls. They were 

sheltering then1sel ves in a warm corner 

of the stable till the church-bell should 

ring, intending to attend the service. 

The wife related, that wanting to go out 

of the stable to kindle a fire in the house 

of her husband, who ·was clearing away 

the snow from the top of it, she per­

cei,red a mass of 3110w breaking down 

towards the east, upon ,vhich she went 

hack into the stable, shut the door, and 

told her sister of it. In less than three 

n1inutes they heard the roof breaking 

over their heads, and also part of the 

ceiling. The sister advised to get into 

the rack and 1nangcr, which they did. 

The ass was tied to the 111anger, but got 

loose by kicking ancl struggling, ·an{l 

.threw down the little vessel, which they 

found, and afterwards used to hold th~ 

melted snow which served the;m for <lri~k. 
I • 
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Very fortunately the manger ,vas u1i-• 

der the n1ain prop of the stable, and so 

resisted the weight of the sno,\r. Their 

first care was to know what they had to 

eat. The sister said she had fifteen ches­

nuts in her pockets; the children said 

they had breakfasted, and should want 

no more that day. They remembered 

there were 36 or 40 cakes in a place near 

the stable, and endeavoured to get at 

them, but were not able for the snow. 

They ca1led often for help, but ,vere 

11eard by none. The sister gave the ches-

11nts to the wife, and ate two herself, 

and they drank some snow-water. The 

ass was restless, and the goats kept bleat­

ing for some days; after ,vhich they 

11eard no more of them. Two of the 

goats, however, being left alive, and near 

the manger, they felt them, and found 

that one of them was big, and would kid, 

as they recollected, about the middle of 

April; the other gave milk, wherewith 

they preserved their lives. During all 
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this time they saw not one ray of light, 

yet for about twenty days they l1ad son1e 

notice of night and day from the crow­

jng of the fowls, till they died. 

The s.econd day, being very hungry, 
they ate all the chesnuts and drank what 

milk the goat yielded, being very near 
two pounds a day at first, but it soon de­

creased. The third day thty attempted 
again, but in vain, to get at the cakes; 
so resolved to take all possible care to 
feed the goats; for just above the n1anger 

was a hay-loft, where through a hole the 
sister pulle<l down hay into the rack, and 
gave it to the goats as long as she could 

reach it; and then, when it was bey0nd 
her reach, the goats climbed upon her 
shoulders, and reached it themselves. 

On the sixth day the boy sickened, 
and six days after desired his mother, 
who all this time had held him in her 
lap, to lay hi1n at his length in a n1anger. 
She did so, and taking him by the hand, 
felt it was very cold; she then put her 
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hand to his 1nouth, and finding that cold 
,like·wise~ she gave him a little milk; the 
boy then cried, Oh! my father is in the 
sno\.v ! Oh father! father! and then ex­
pired. 

In the mean ·while the goat's 1nilk di-
111inished daily, and the fowls soon after 
dying, they could no longer distinguish 
night from day; but according to their 
reckoning, the time was near ,vhen the 
other goat would kid; this she according-

_ ly did soon, and the young one dying, 
they had all the milk for their own sub­
sistence; so thev found that the middle ., 
of April was come. " 1henever they 12all­
ed this goat, it would con1e and lick their 
faces and hands, and gayc them every 
day two pounds of milk, on which ac­
count they still bear the poor creature 
great affection. '{his ,v as the account 
which these poor people gave to the n1a­
gistrate of their preservation. 

Dear heart! said Tommy, when 1fr. 
'Barlow had finished this-account, ,vhat a 
number of accidents people are subject 

p. 
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to in this world ! It is very true, an­

swered !\1r. Barlow; Lut as that is the 

case, it is neccssar~• to improve ourselves 

iu every manner, that we may be able to 

struggle against them. 

TOl\ll\IY. 

Indeed, sir, I begin to believe it is; 

for ,r hen I "'.VJ.~ less than I am no\.v, I re­

mcm ber I was always fretful and hurt­

ing n1yself, though I had two or three 

people constantly to take care of n1e. At 

present, I seen1 as if I was quite another 

thing; I do not mind falling down and 

hurting n1yself, or cold, or ,veariness, or 

scar e1y any thing which happens. 

1\I R. TIA fi LOW. 

An<l which do you prefer, t<? be as you 

.ire no,v, or as you ,vere before? 

'.fO.l\IMY. 

As I an1 now a great deal, sir; for then 

I always had s01nething or another the 

matter with me. Sometimes I had a lit­

tle cold, and then I was qbliged to stay 

in for several days; s0111eti1nes a 1 i ttle 

head-ache, and then I was f orccd to take 

physic. Sometimes the weather was too 

voi. 1r. E 



9S • THE HISTORY OI◄' 

hot7 then I n1ust stay within; and the 
same if it was too cold. I used to be 
tired to death if I did but ,valk a mile; 
and I was always eating cake and sweet-
111eats till I n1ade myself sick. At pre­
sent I think I a111 ten times stroncrcr b 
and healthier than e,·cr I was in my -1ife. 
But what a terrible country that must be 
where people are subject to be buried in 
that manner in the snow! I wonder any 
body will live there. 

l\I H. B <\ H.Lo·w. 
The people that inhabit that couutry, 

are of a different opinion, and prefer it 
to all the countries in the world. They 
are great traYellers, an.cl 111any of then1 
follow different professions in all the dif­
ferent countries of Europe; but it is the 
only wish of almost all to return, before 
their death, to tbe mountains where 
they \\:ere born and have passed their 
youth. 

'£011-DIY. 

I do not easily understand that. l 
haYe seen a great nrn.11y ladies and little 

I, . 
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misses at our house, and whenever they 

were talking about the places where they 
should like to live, I have always heard 
the1n say they hated the country of all 
things, though they ,vere born and bred 
there. I have heard one say, that the 
country is odious, filthy, shocking, and 
abominable; another, that it is impossi-­
ble to liYe any ,vhere but in London; 
and I remember once seeing a strange 
lady, that wrote down her observations 

in a book, that said the country ,vas all 
full of barbarians, and that no person of 
elegance, (yes, that ·was her word) could 
bear it for a week. 

l\IR. BARLOW. 

And yet there are thousands ·who bear 
to live in it all their lives, and have no 
desire to change. Should you, Harry, 
like to leave the country, and go to live 
in so1ne town ? 

HARRY. 

Indeed, sir, I should not ; for then I 
must leave every thing I love in the 
,vorld. I must leave my father ancl 1110-

E 2 
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ther, "rho have been so kind to me; and 

and you too, sir, \Vho have tal-en such 

pains to improYe me, and make me goo<l. 

I ain convinced that I never shall find 

such friends agnin as long as I li\·e ~ and 

,vbat should any body wish to live for: 

w ~10 has no friends? Des ides, there is 

not a field upon my father's farn1 that I 

do not prefer to e,·ery to-wn I ever sa\v in 

n1y life. 

TOhll\l Y. 

And have you ever been in any largr 

to,vn? 

HARRY. 

()nee I was in Exeter, but I did not 

1nuch like it: the houses seemed to n1e to 

stand so thick and dose, that I think our 

hog sties would be almojt as agreeable 

places to li\·c in; and tben there are lit­
tle narrow alleys where the poor live; 

and the houses are so high, that neither 

light nor air can e\'Cr get to then1; and 

they n1ost of tbcm appeared so dirty and 

unhealtbv, that it made mv heart ache to ., ., 

look at them.-An<l then I walked along 

,. 
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the strrets and pc,:p<:. d into the shops, 

and what do you t1.:uk i saw? 

'l'Ol\U.l Y. 

\Vhat? 
HARRY. 

,vhy, I saw great hulking fello,rs, as 

big as our plough-men and carters, with 

u1cir heads ~ll frizzled an<l curled like 

one of our she€p's tails, that did nothing 

but finger ribands a11d caps for the wo-

1ncn. This di,·crted me so, that I could 

not help latiQ'hino· ready to split 111v 
~ V ~ ~ 

sides. And then the gentlewoman at 

whose house I was, took me to a place, 

where there was a large room full of can­

dles, and a great nu1nber of fine gentle­

men and ladies all dressed out and showv, ., 

that were dancing about as if they were 

mad. hut at the door of this house there 

were twenty or thirty ragged, half­

starved women and children, that stood 

shivering .in the rain, and begged for a 

bit of bread; but uohody gave it to 

them or took any notice of them. So 

then I cou1J not help thinking that it 
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\Vculcl be a grerlt deal better, if a1l th;~ 
fine people ,vould give some of their mo-
11ey to the poor, that they might have 
some clothes and victuals in their turn. 

TOMMY. 

Thnt is indeed true. liad I been there, 
I should ha,·e relieved the poor people; 
for you, know I am very good-natured 
and generous; but it is necessary for gen­
tlemen to be fine and to dress well. 

HARRY. 

· It may be so, but I never saw any 
great good come of it, for my part. As I 
was walking along the streets one day, 
and staring about, I met t,vo very fine 
and dressy young gentlemen, that look• 
ed something as you did, master Tomniy, 
when you first can1e here; so I turned ., 

off from the foot-way to let them pass ; 
for my father always tL1ught inc to show 
every civility to people in a higher sta­
tion: but that was not enough it seems; 
forjust as they passed by me, they gave 
:rne such a violent -push, that down I 

" 

1n 



!) AX D FORD .-\ ~ D ::\1 EB. 1 0 l.. l ) 3 

can;e into the channel, and dirtied myself 

ail o\·cr from head to foot. 

' T0:\11\l Y. 

And did they not beg your pardon for 

the accident? 
HARRY. 

Accident! It\\ as no accident at all, for 

they burst out into a fit of laughter, and 

called n1e little clod-pole. Upon which 

·I told them if I was a clod-pole, they had 

no business to insult me; and then they 

came back, and one of then1 gave 111e a 

kick, and the other a slap on the face; 

but I told then1 that was too n1uch for me 

tu bear, so I struck the1n again; and we 

three began fighting. 
TO:i.\DIY, 

\Vhat, both at once? That ·was a cow­

ardl v trick . ., 
II.AR RY. 

I did not 1nuch n1ind that, but there 

ca1ne up a fine, s1nart fellow, in white 

stockings and powdered hair, that it 

seems was their servant; and he ,vas go­

ing to fall upon 1ne too, but a n1an too1'. 
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my part, and said I ~1wuld have fi1ir play; 
so I fought them l\oth till the\· did not 
choose to have any 11101 c; for, though 
they ,vere so quarrelsome, they could not 
i1ght worth a farthin11 ,· so I let them ~:o, '- ,~ L.I 

and advised thern not meddle any more 
·with p()ur boys that did nothing to of­
fend the1.1. 

TOl\fl\IY. 

And did you hear no n1ore of these 
young gentl~men? 

HARRY. 

No, for I went home the ne_·t day, 
and never was I better pleased 111 rny 
life. \Vhen I came to the top of the 
great hill, from ,vhich you have a pros­
J)ect of our house, I really thought I 
should have cried with joy. The fields 
looked all so pleasant, and the cattle 
that were feeding 1n them so happy; 
and then every step I took, I ?net 
with somebody or other I knew, or 
some little boy that I used to play with. 
Ilcrc is Ii ttlc I Jarry come back, said one; 
How ~lo .. yc do, how do yo {1o? crit'd a 

I, 
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second; and the!l a third shook hands 

,vith me; and the very cattle, when I 
\vent about to see them, seemed all glad 

that I was come hon1e again. 

l\I n. 13.ARLO-W. 

-You see by this, that it is very possible 

for people to like the country and be 

ha1;py in it. But as to the fine young la­

dies you talk of, the truth is, that they 

neither loYc, nor would be Ion g content­

ed in any place. Their whole happiness 

consists in idleness and finery. They 

have neither learned to employ them­

selves in any tl11ng useful, uor to improve 

thei·r minds. As to every kind of natu­

ral exercise, they are brought up ,vith 

too rn uch delicacy to be able to Lear it; 

and fro1n the improper indulgences they 

meet with, they learn to tremble at every 

trifling chQnge of the seasons. ,vith 

such dispositions, it 1s no wonder they 

dislike the country, where they find nei­

ther employment nor amusement. They 

wish to go to London, because there they 

1ncet ,vith infinite numbers, as idle and 

ES 
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fri\·olous as themselves; and these people 
1nutually assist each other to talk about 
trifles and to waste their time. 

TO::'-IlVIY. 

That is true, sir, really: for when we 
have a great deal of company, I have of-
ten obserYed that they never talked about 
any thing but eatiug or dressing, or men 
and women that are paid to make fi1ces 
at the play-house, or a great room, called 
Rancla~th, where every bodv o·oes to LJ ., .J b 
·1,neet his friends . 

.aIR. BAH.LOW. 

I believe I-Iarry will never go there to 
1i1ect his friends. 

IIARllY. 

Indeed, sir, I do not know what Rane­
lagli is; hut all the friends I have arc at 
home; aud when I sit by the fire-side on a 
winter's night, and read to my father, and 
·inother, and sisters, as I sometimes do, or 
,11-~hcn I talk with yon and master 'I'ommy 
upon improving· subjects, I never desire 
any other friends or conversation. Hut 

·pray, ir, what is Ranelagh? 

, 
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1\111. BARLOW. 

Ranelagh is a vet) large, round room, 

to ,vhic11, at particular times of the year, 

great nun1bers of persons go in their car­

riages, to walk about for several hours. 

HARllY. 
t 

And does nobody go there that has 

not several friends? because n1aster Tom-

111y said, that people went to Ranelagh ·to 
111eet their friends. 

1'Ir. Barlow smiled at this question, 

and answered: The room is generally so 

crowded, that people have little opportu­

nity for any kind of conversation: they 

walk round and round in a circle, one 

after the other, just 1ike horses in a n1i1l. 

\Vhen persons 1neet that kno,v each 

other, they perhaps smile and bo,v, but 

are shoved forward without havjng any 

opportunity to stop. As to friends, fe,v 

people go to look for them there; and if 

they were to n1eet them, few would take 

the trouble of speaking to them, unless 

they \\'ere dressed in a fashionablf man­

ner, and seemed to be of consequence. 
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HAHRY. 

That is Yery extraordinary indeed. 
,vhy, sir, what can cl man ·s dress ha,,c to 
do with friendship? Should I love you 
a bit better, if you were to ·wear the 
finest clothes jn tbc world; or should I 
like my father the better, if he ,vere to 
put on a laced coat like Squire Chase? 
On the contrary, \vhencver I see people 
dressed very fine, I cannot help thinking 
of the story you once read me of Agesi­
laus king of Sparta. 

TOM)IY. 

1Vhat is that story? Do pray let n1e 
hear it. 

::iIH. EARLOW. 

To-1norrow you sh~ ll bear it: at pre­
sent we have read a 1d conversed enough; 
it js better that :you ~hould go out and 
amuse vourself . ., 

The little boys tbcn went out, and re­
turned to a cli,·ersion they had been 
amusing themselves with for several 
days, the n1aking a prodigious snow-ball • . 
They had begun by 111aking a small 

r, 
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globe of snow \\: ith their lrands, which 

they turned over and o,·er, till, by conti­

nually collecting fresh matter, it grew so 

large that they ,verc unable to roll it any 

farther. llere Tommy observed that 

their labours 111ust end, for it was impos­

~iule to turn it any longer. No, said 

IIarry, I know a remedy for that: so he 

ran, and fetched a couple of thick sticks, 

about five feet long, and giving one of 

then1 to Tommy, he took the other hi111-

~elf. Ile then desired him to put th~ 

end of bis stick under the mass, while he 

did the same on his side, and then lifting 

at the other end, they rolled the heap 

forward with the greatest ease. Tomn1y 

was extre1i1ely surprised at this, and 

said : liow can this be? ,v c arc not a 

hit stronger than we \\·ere before, and 

yet no\,. we ~r · able to roll this snow-hall 

along with ease, which we could not even 

st ir Lefore. That is Yery true, auswe1ed 

flarry, bat it is owing to these sticks. 

Thi · is the way th,~t the labourers rno\'C 

the largest tree~, which, without this con-
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trivance, tl:iey would not be able to stir. 
I a111 \·ery 1nuch surprised at this, said 
Tommy; I nc·rer should have jmagincd 
that the sticks would ha,·e gi\·en us n1ore 
strength than we had before. Just as he 
had said this, by a violent effort, both 
their sticks broke short in the middle. 
This is no great loss, observed Tommy, 
for the eL1.!s w'ill do just as well as the 
whole sticks. They then t1 icd to shove 
the ball again with the truncheons which 
remained in their bands, but to the ne,v 
surprise of Tommy, they found they were 
unable to stir jt. That is very curious 
indeed, said Tommy; I find that only 
long sticks are of any use. That, said 
Harry, I could have told you before; but 
I had a 111ind you should find it out your­
self. The longer the stick is, pro,·ided it 
is suflicien tly strong, and you can 1na­
nage it, the more easily will you succeed. 
This is really very curious, replied Tom-
111y; but I see some of }Ir. Barlow's la­
bourers at ·work a little way off; let us go 
to them, and desire then1 to cut us two 
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longer sticks, that \re rnay try their ef~ 

fects. They then went up to the men 

who were at work; but here a new sub­

ject of admiration presented itself to 

'fornmy's mind. There was a root of a 

prodigious oak tree, so large and heavy, 

that half a dozen horses would scarcely 

h~H·c been able to dra,v i.t along: besides, 

it was so tough and knotty, that the 

sharpest axe could hardly n1akc any im­

pression upon it. This a couple of old 

rnen were attempting to cleave in pieces, 

in order to make billets for l\1r. Barlow's 

fire. Tornn1y, who thought their strength 

t•Jtally disproportionate to such an un,. 

derta.king, could not help pitying them, 

and ouserving, that certainly l\rfr. Barlo,v 

did nof know what they were about, or 

he would have prevented such poor, weak 

o1d men from fatiguing themsdYes about 

·what they ne,·er could perform. Do you 

think so? replied Harry; what would 

you then say, if you were to see 111c, lit­

tle as I am, perform this wonderful task, 

·with the assist~ncc of one of these good 
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people? ~o he took up a wooden mat 1et, 

an instrument which, although much 
larger, resembles an hammer, and began 

beating the root, \vhich he did for son1e 
time without n1aking the least impres­

sion. Tommy, who imagined that for this 

tin1e his friend I-Jarry was caught, began 

to smile, and told him that"he would break 

an h unci red mallets to pieces before he 

made the le~st impression upon the wood. 
Say you so? answered I-farry smiling; then 

I believe I must try another 1nethud : so 

11e stooped down, and picked up a smaH 

piece of tough iron, about six inches 

Jong, which Tomn1y had not observed be­

fore as jt lay upon the ground. This iron 

was broad at the top, but gradually 

sloped all the way down, till it ca111e 
to a perfect edge at bottom. Harry took 
this up, and with a few blows drove it a 

little way into the body of the root. The 

old man and he then struck alternate1y . 
with their 1na1lets upon th€ head of the 

iron, till the root began to gape and 

crack on every side, and the iron was to-

I 
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tally buried in the wood. There, says 
.. 

I-Iarry, this first wedge has done its busi-

11ess very well; two or three n1ore will 

finish it. He t11en took up another lar~er 

\\·edge, and inscrtrng the botto1n of it be­

tween the ,vood and the top of the for­

mer one, which was now completely bu­

ried in the root, began to beat upon it as 

he had done before. The root now cracked 

ancl split on e,·ery side of the wedges, 

till a prodigious cleft appeared quite 

clo:\vn to the bottom. Thus did 1-Iarry 

proceed, still continuing his blows, and 

-inserting new and larger wedges, as fast 

as he had driven the former down, till h 

had completely effected what l1P had un­

de1·taken, and entirely separated the mon­

strous mass of wood into two unequal 

parts. Harry then said, Here is a Yery 

large log, but I think you and I can car­

ry it in to mend the fire, and I will sh< v1 

you something else that will surprise yoi.t. 

So he took a pole of about ten fee!: long, 

and hung the log upon it by a piece 

of cord w hicl. h~ found there; then he 
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asked Tornn1y which end of the pole he 
chose to carry. Tommy, who thought it 
"rould be 1nost convenient to have the 
,veight near him, chose tbat encl of the 
pole near which the weight was suspend­
ed, and put it upon his shoulder; while 
l-Iarry took the other end. But when 
Tommy attempted to move, he found 
that he could hardly bear the pressure; 
however, as he saw Harry walk briskly 
away uuder his share of the load, he ,lc­
tennined not to complain. As they ,verc 
\.Valking along in this 111anner, l\Ir. Bar­
low met them, and seeing poor Tornn1y 
labouring under his burden, asked hi1n 
who had loaded him in that 1nanner. 
Tommy said it was liarry. Upon this 
l\I r. Barlow smiled, and said, "\Yell, Tom­
n1y, this is the first time I ever saw your 
friend Harry attempt to impose upon 
you, but he is making you carry about 
three times the weight ·which he supports 
himself. Harry replied, that Tommy had 
chosen that himself; and that he should 
directly have inform eel him of his mis.take 
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but that he had Leen so surprised at 

~eeing the common effects of a lever, 

.,,hat he wished to teach hin1 son1e other 

facts about it; then shifting the ends of 

the po1e, so as to support that part which 

·r0111rny bad done before, he asked him 

if he found his shou1der any thing easier 

than before. Indeed I do, replied Tom­

my, but I cannot concei\·e how; for we 

carry the same \\/eight Letween us which 

we did before, and just in the sa1ne man­

ner. -Not quite in the same n1anner, an­

~\vered l\Ir. Barlow; for, if you observe, 

the loo· is a oTeat deal farther fron1 '-'Our 
t:, b .; 

slwulclcr than from Harry's; by ,vhich 

1ncans he now ~upports just as much as 

you did before, and you, on the contrary, 

as little as he did when I 111et vot1. This ., 

is very extraordinary indeed, said Tom­

my: I find there are a great many things 

which I did not know, nor even my marn­

n1a, nor any of the fine ladies that come 

to our house. "\Ve11, replied ~Ir. Barlow, 

if you have acquired so much useful 

knowledge already, what 111ay you expect 
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to do in a few years n1ore ?-He then lecl 
Tommy into the house, and showed him 
a stick of about four feet long, with a 
scale hung at each end. K ow, said he, 
if you place this stick over ~he hack of ;t 
chair, so that it nrny rest exactly upon 
the middle, you sec the two scales will ., 

just balance each other. So if I put into 
each of them an equal weight, they will 
still remain suspended. In this method, 
,ve weio·h everv thin°· which is bouo·ht · 

b .J b b ' 

only for the greater convenience, the 
beam of the scale, which 1s the .same 
thing as this stick, is generally hung up 
to son1ethi11g else by its middle. But let 
us now n1ove the stick, and see what will 
be the consequence. 1Ir. Barlovv then 
pushed the stick along in such a manner, 
that when it re~tecl upon the back of the 
chair, there were three feet of it on one 
side, and only one on the otLer. That 
siclc which was longest instantly came to 
t11e ground as licaviest. .. You see, said 
l\·[r. Barlow, if W'"' would 110w balance 
them, we n1us t put a greater weight on 
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the shortest side; so he kept adding 

weights, till Tommy found that one pound 

on the 1ongest side would exactly balance 
three on the shortest; for, as n1uch as 

the longer side exceeded the shorter in 
length, so much did the ,reight which 

,Yas hung at that end, rcqu ire to exceed 

that on the longest side. 

Tliis, said l\Ir Bai low, is what they call 

a lever; and all the sticks that you have 

been using to-day, are only le,Ters of a 

different construction. By these short 
trials, ) on may conceive thf' prodL)ous 

advantage which they are of to n1en. 

For, thus can one 1nan move a weight, 
which half a dozen would not be able to 
<lo with their hands alone. Thus may a 
little boy, like you, do more than the 
strongest 111an could e:ffect, who did not 
know tl)ese secrets. As to that instru­

n1ent, by which you were so surprised 

that 1-Iarry could cleave so vast a body of 
,vood, it is called a ,vedgc, and is almost 

equally useful with the 1ever. The whole 

force of 'it consists in its being gradually 
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narrower and narro\ver, till at last it ends 

in a thin edge capable of penetrating the 

smallest chink. By this ,,·c arc enabled 

. to overthrow the largest oaks, to clean· 

their roots almost as hard as; iron itself~ 

and e,·en to split tbe solid rocks. All 

this, said Tommy, is wonderful indeed; 

and I need not ask the use of them, be­

cause I see it plainly in the· experiments 

I haYe made to day. One thing n1ore~ 

added 1Ir. Barlow, as we an~ upon this 

subject, I will show you : so he led the1n 

into the yard, to the bottom of his grana­

ry, where stood a heavy sack of corn. 

Now, said Mr. Barlo,v, if you are so 

stout .a fellow as you i1nagine, take up 

this sack of corn, and carry it up the 

ladder into the granary. That, replied 

Tommy, laughing, is impossible; and I 

doubt, sir, whether you could do it 
yourself . vVell, said :Wlr. Barlow, ,ve will 

at least try ,vhat is to be done. 1-Ie then 

led the1n up in to the granary, and show­

ing therp. a middle-sized ,vheel with an 

handle fixed upon it, desired the little 
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boys to turn it round. They began to 
turn it ·with some little difficulty, and 
Tommy could hardly believe his eyes, 
when presently after be sa\v the sack of 
corn, which he had despaired of 1no,·ing, 
1nounted up into the granary and safely 
landed upon th€ floor. l~ ou see, said 
l\Ir. Barlow, bere' is another ingenious 
contrivance, by which the weakest per­
son n1ay perform the work of the strong­
est. This is called the wheel and axis. 
You see this wheel, which js not very 
large, turns round an axle wbich goes into 
it, and is much smaller, and at every turn 
the rope to which the weight is fixed 
that you want to n1ove, is twisted round 
the axle. N o,v, just as n1uch as the 
breadth of the whole wheel is greater 
than that of the axle which it turns 
round, so much greater is the weight, 
that the person who turns it can move, 
than he could do ,vithout it. ,v ell, said 
Tommy, I see. it is a fine thing indeed to 
~cquire knowledge; _for by these 111eans, 
one not only in~reases one's .~nderstand-
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ing, but one's bodily strength. But are 
there no n1ore, sir, of these ingenious con­
trivances? for l shouid like to understand 
them all. Yes, answered l\fr. Barlow, 
there are more; and all of them yo:.1 shaH 
be perfectly acquainted with in ti111e; 
but for this pu rposc you sho·dcl be · b le 
to write, and comprehend something of 
ari tlnnetic. 

TOl\IIIIY. 

,vhat is arithmetic, sir? 
UR. BA RLO'W, 

That is not so easy to make you uuder­
stan<l at once; I will however try to ex­
plain it. Do you see the grains of wbeat 
,rhich lie scattered in the ·window? 

TO:Ml\-IY. 

Yes, sir. 
MR. BARLOW. 

Can you count how many there are? 
TOMMY. 

There are just five and twenty of them. 
:MR. BARLOW. 

Very w~ll. Here is another parcel; 
how many grains are there? 

!n 
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TOlil\IY. 

Just fourteen. 

MR. DARLO"\V. 

If there are fourteen grains in one heap, 

and twenty-five in the other, how many 

grains are there in all; or ho"r many do 

fourteen and twenty-five n1ake? Tommy 

was unable to answer, and lVIr Barlo\V 

proposed the same question to Harry, 

,vho answered, that together they n1ade 

thirty-nine. Again, said J\fr. Barlow, I 
,vill put the two heaps together, and 

then how n1any will there be-? 

TOl\IMY. 

Thirty-nine. 

MR. BARLOW. 

Now· look, I haye just taken away 

nineteen from the nun1ber, how 1na11y do 

you think remain? 

TOI\Il\IY. 

I will count them. 

And cannot yo 1 tell without cqunt­

ing? Iiow 1nany are there, Harry? 

VOL, JI. F 
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HARRY. 

Twenty, sir. 
MR, BARLOW . 

. A.11 this is properly the art of arithme­

tic, which is the same as that of count­

ing, only it is clone in a much shorter and 

easier way, without the trouble of ha Ying 

the things al ways before you. Thus, for 

jnstance, if you wanted to 1.now ho,v 

many barley-corns were in this sack, you 

would perhaps be a week in counting the 

whole number. 
'IO:i\Il\IY. 

IndecJ I believe I should. 

~1 R. BAR LO'W, 

Jf you understood arithmetic you might 

<lo it in five minutes. 
TO:;"'IL\fY. 

That is extraordinary indeed; I can 

1rnrclly concei\·e it possible. 
1'IR. BARLOW. 

A bu~hel of corn weigl1s about fifty 

pound::; ,veight; this sack contains four 

bushels, so that there are just t,vo hun­

dred pounds weight in all. X ow eyery 
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pound contains sixteen ounces; and six­
teen ti mes two huRdred makes thirty-­
two hundred ounces. So that you have 
nothing to do but to count the nu1nber 

of grains in a single ounce, and there will 
be thirty-two hundred times that number 
in the sack. 

TOl\IMY. 

I declare this is curious indeed, 
should like to learn arithmetic. 
llarry and you teach me, sir? 

:MH.. BARLO"\V. 

You know ,ve are always ready to hn­
prove you.. But, before we leave this 
subject, I must tell you a little story. 
There was a gentleman who was ex­
tre1nely fond of beautiful horses, and did 
not grudge to give the highest prices for 
them. One clay an horse-courser came 
to him, and showed hin1 one so hand­
s01ne, that he tbnught it superior to all 
he had ever seen before. fie mounted 
him, and found his paces equally excel­
lent; for: though be was full of spirit, 
he was gentle and tractable as could be 
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,vishcd. So many perfections dcligh ted 

the gentleman, and he eagerly demanded 

the price. The horse-courser answered 

that be would bate nothing of two hun­

dred guineas; the gentleman, al though 

he admired the horse, would not consent 

to give it, and they were just on the 

point of parting. As the man was turn­

ing his back, the gentleman called out to 

him, and said, Is there no possible way 

of our agreeing? for I would give you 

any thing in reason for such a beautiful 

creature. \V"hy, replied the dealer, who 

was a shrewd fellow, and perfectl); un­

derstood calculation, if you do not like to 

give n!e two hundred guineas, ,viil you 

give me a farthing for the first nail the 

horse has in his shoe, two farthjngs for 

the second, four for tbe tbird, and so go 

doubling throughout tbe whole twenty­

four? for there are no more than twenty­

four nails in all his shoes. The gentle­

nrnn gladly accepted the condition, and 

ordered the horse to be led tnvay to his .. 
stables. 

I' . 
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TO.l\!l\IY. 

This fellow must have been a very 

great blockhead, to ask two hundred 

guineas, and then to take a few farthings 

for his horse. 

l\1r. BARLO"W. 

The gentleman was of the sarne opinion; 

however, the horse-courser added, I do 
not mean, sir, to tie you do,vn to this last 

proposal, whicht upon consideration, you 

may like as little as the fir~t; all that I 

require is, that if you are dissatisfied with 

your bargain, you will promise to pay me 

down the t,vo hundred guineas which I 

first asked. This the gentlem_an willingly 

agreed to, ancl then called his steward to 
c~lcub te the sum, for he was too 1nuch of 

a gentleman to be able to do it himself~ 

The stcwa1 cl sat down ·with his pen and 

ink, and after some time gravely wished 

l1is master joy, and asked him in ,vhat part 

of England the estate was situated that 

lie was going to purchase. Are you n1a<l? 
replied the 3·e11tleman. It is not an estate, 

but an horse, that I have just bargained 

I 
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for, and here is the ovnierof him, to whom 
1 am going to pay the money. If there 
is any 111adness, sir, replied the steward, 
,jt certainly is not on my side; the sun1 
you bave ordered me to calcu:ate, con1es 1 

to just seventeen thousand, four hundred, 
and seventy-six pounds, besides some _, 
shilling~ at1d pence; and surely 110 man 
jn bis senses would give this price for an 
horse. The gentleman was more surprised 
than he had ever been before, to hear the 
assertion of his steward; but, when upon 
examination he found it no more than 
the truth, he was Yery glad to con1pound 
for his foolish agreement, by giving the, 
ho1 se-coursec Llie two hundred guineas 
and dismissing him. 

TOMMY. 

This is quite incredible, that a farthing 
just doubled a few times, should a1nount 
to such a prodigious sum: however, I 
am determ i ncd to learn arithmetic, that 
I may not be imposed upon in this man-
ner; for I think a gentleman must took 

very silly in such a situation. 
'l 
l 
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Thus had Tommy a new employ1nent 

and diversion for the winter nights, the 

learning arithmetic. Almost every night 

dicl l\,fr. Barlow, and Harry, and he amuse 

themselves with little questions that re­

lated to nmn bers: by which means Tom-

111y became in a short time so expert, 

that he could add, subtract, multiply, or 

divide, almost any given sum, with little 

trouble and great exactness. But he did 

not for this forget the employn1en t of 

observing the heavens. £yery night 

when the stars appeared bright, and the 

sky unclouded, Harry and he oLserved the 

various figures and positions of the con­

stellations. 1\!Ir. Barlow gave hin1 a little 

paper globe, as he had promised, and 

Tommy irnmediatelynrnrkecl out upon the 

top, h is first and favourite constellation of 

r;har1es's wain. A little while after that, 

ne observed on the other side of the pole-­

st,tr, u.uother beautiful assemblage of stars, 

which was always opposite to Charles's 

wain: thi;, l\'lr. Barlow told him, was 

called Cassiopeia's chair; and this, in a 
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short time, was added to the collection. c 
One night, as T01nmy was looking up to 
the ~ky, in the southern part of the hea­
vens, he obsen·cd so remarkable a constel­
]ation that he could not help particularly 
remarking it: four large an_d shining stars 
composed the ends of the figure, which 
"'as alrnost square, and full in the middle 
appeared three n1ore piaced in a sla11ting 
line and Yery near each other. This, 
Tommy pointed out to Mr. Barlow, and 
begged to know· the name. l\lr. Barlow 
answered, that the constellation was 
named Orion, and that the three bright 
stars in the middle ,vere called his belt. 
Tommy was so delighted \\'ith the gran­
deur and brauty of this gloriou~ constel­
lation, that he could not help observing 
it, by intervals, all tl1e n·ening; and he 
,vas surprised to sec that it seemed to pass 
on, in a right line dra\\'n from east to west, 
and that all the stars he had become ac~ 
quainted with rno,·cd every night in tl:c 
san1e direction. 

But he did not forget to remind 1-Iarry, 

r.. 

~ 

IJ 

•' ... 



SANDFORD AND l\IERTON. 1.29 

one 1norning, of the history he had pro­

n-1ised to tell hin1 of Agesilaus. Harry 

told it in the following manner: 

The Spartans, as I have before told you, 

nrnster Tom1ny, were a brave and hardy 

people, that despised every thing that 

tended to make them delicate and luxu­

rious. All their time w~s spent in such 

exercises as made them strong and active, 

able to bear fatigue, and to despise wounds 

ancl danger: for they were situated in the 

1n1clst of several other nations, that fre­

•1 uently had quarrels with each other, 

and with them; and therefore it ,vas ne­

t;essary that they should learn to defend 

thernsch·cs. Therefore, all tbc children 

we re brought up alike, and the sons of 

their kings themseh·es were as little in­

dulged as any body else. 
'fOl\I:i.\l Y, 

"top, stop! -I don't exactly understand 

that. I thought a king was a penon that 

dressed finer, and had less to do than any 

body else in the ,vorld. I ha Ye often heard 

1ny mamma Jnd the ladies s~y, that I 

F5 
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looked like a prince when I had fine clothes 
on: and therefore I thought tbat kings 
and princes ne,·er did any thing but walk 
about with crowns upon their heads, and 
eat sweetmeats, all day long. 

HARRY. 

I do not know how that may be, but in 
Sparta the great bu sines-; of the kings, for 
they had two, ,vas to command them when 
they went out to war, or when they were 
attacked at home; and tbat, you know, 
they could not do without being Lra,·e 
and hardy then1selves. X ow it happpcned 
that the Spartans had some dear friends 
and allies that liYed at a distance from 
them, across the sea, who were attacke1:l 
by a great. and numerous nation, called 
the Persians. So, when the Spartans knew 
the danger of their friends, they sent ovc r 
to their assistance .Agesilaus, one of their 
kings, together with a few thousand of 
his countrymen; and the~e, they judged, 
would be a match for all the force~ that 
could be brought against them by the 
Persians; though ever so numerous. \\'hen 

r. 
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the general of the Persians saw the small 

number of his enemies, he imagined it 

would be an easv matter to take tben1 
.; 

prisoners, or to destroy them. Besides, 

as he was i1nmensely rich, and possessed 

a 11un1ber of palaces furnished with every 

thing that was fine and costly, and had a 

great quantity of gold, and silYer, and 

jewels, and slaves, he could not concei-ve 

it possible that any body could resist him. 

I---Ie therefore raised a large army, several 

times greater than that of the Spartans, 

and attacked Agesilaus, who was not in 

the least afraid of him: for the Spartans, 

joining their shields together, and march­

ing slvw ly along in even ran ks, fell with 

so much fury upon the Persians, that in 

an i1utant they put then1 to flight.·--­

I-le're Tommy interrupted the story, to 

inquire what a shield was. Formerly, 

answered l\:Ir. B~rlow, before men ,\~ere 

acquainted with the pernicious effects of 

gunpo\Yder, they were accustomed to 

co:n bat close together, with swords or long 

~pears; and for this reason, they covered 
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tliemselves in a variety of ways, to defend 
their bodies fr0111 the ,veapons of their 
enemies. The shield was "rorn upon their 
left arm, and composed of boards fixed 
together, and strengthened witb the hides 
of animals and plates of iron, sufr1.ciently 
long and broad to cover almost the,\ hole 
body of a man. "\Vhen they went out to 
battle, they placed themselves in even 
rows or raI?ks, ,vith their shields extended 
before them, to 0ecure them from the ar­
rows and weapons of their enemies. Upon 
their heads they wore an helmet, which 
,vas a cap of iron or steel, ornarn en tccl ,,- i th 
the wav~ng feathers of birds or the tails 
of horses. In this n,anner, ,vith an e\·en 
pace, marching all at once, '1nd ex tending 
their spears before them, they went for­
,vard to meet their enemies.-! declare, 
.said Tommy, sucli ~1 sight must be prodi­
giously fine; aed \'.' hen I h,n-e accident­
ally met with ·soldiers rnysc1 f: I thought 
they made such a figu-re, walking erect 
with their arms all glittering in the sun, 
that I haYe sometimes thought I would 
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be a soldier myself, whenerer I grew big 

enough. And have you considered, an­

swered l\fr. Barlow, what is the business 

and generally the fate of a soldier? No, 

said Tommy; I know that he n1ust fight 

sometimes: but what I thought so plea­

sant was, to march up and down in a fine 

red coat, with colours flying and music 

playing, while all tbe ladies are looking 

on, and smiling, and bowing; for I have 

heard a great 1nany of them say, they loved 

a soldier above all things. vVell, said Mr. 

Barlow, I will presently endeavour to give 

you juster ideas of what composes the life 

of a soldier; let Ilarry now go on with 

his story. 

,vhen Pharnabazus, for that ,vas the 

name of the Persian general, observed 

tlrnt ltis troops were never able to stand 

against the Spartans, he sent toAgesilaus, 

and r0 quested that they might have a 

meeting, in order to treat about terms of 

peace. TLis the Spartan consented to, 

and appointed the time and place where 

he would wait for Pharnabazus. ,vhen 
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the day came, Agesilaus arrived first at 
the place of meeting, with the Spartans; 
but not seeing Pharnabazus, sat down 

upon the grass with his soldiers; and, as 
it was the hour of the army's making their 
repast, they pulled out their provisions, 
,vhich consisted of some coarse bread and 
onions, and began eating very heartily. 
In the middle of them sat king Agesilaus 
himself, in no wise distin2:uished from 

'-' 

the rest, either by his clothing or his fare: 
nor was there 111 the whole army an in­
di,·id ual, that more exposed himself to 
every species of hardship} or that disco­
Yered less nicety than tbe king himself; 
Ly which means be was belo, ed and re­
verenced by all the soldiers, ,rho were 

- ashaine<l of appearing less brave or patieut 
than their general. It was not long that 
the Spartans had thus reposed before the 
fii-stscrvaub of Pharnahazusarrived; who 
bi·ought with them rich and costly car­
pets, \\ hich they spread upon the ground 
f,'Jr their master to recline upon. Presently 
a1 ri vcd another troop, \\' ho began to erect 
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a spacious tent ,vith silken hangings, to 
screen hin1 and his train fron1 the heat of 

the sun. ..A.fter this, came a company of 

cooks and confectioners, ,vith a great 

number of loaded horses, who carried upon 

their backs all the materials of an elegant 

entertainment. Last of all appeared Phar­
nabazus hin1self: glittering with gold and 
jewels, and adorned with a long purple 

robe, after the fashion of the East; he 

wore bracelets upon his arms, and was 

1nountecl upon a beautiful hor:5-C, that was 

as gaudily attired as hin1self. As he ap­

proached nearer, and beheld the simple 
1nanners of the Spartan king and his sol­
diers, he could not help scoffing at their 
poYerty, and making comparisons be­
tween their mean appearance and his own 
n1agnificence. All that were with him 

seemed to be infinitely diverted with the 
wit and acute remarks of their general, 

except a si11gle person, wh0 ha<l served 
in the Grecian armies, and therefore was 

better acquainted with the manners and 

.discipline of these people. This man was 
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highly valued by Pharnabazus, for his un­

derstanding and honesty, and, therefore, 

when he observed that he said nothing, 

he insisted upon his declaring his senti­
ments as the rest had done. Since then, 

replied he, you command me to speak 

my opinion, 0 Pharnabazus, I must con­

fess that the very circu1nstance, which is 

the cause of so 1nuch mirth to the gentle­

n1en that accompany you, is the reason of 
my fears. On our side, indeed, I see gold, 

and jewels, and purple in abundance; but 

,vhen I look for men, I can find nothing 
but barbers, cooks, conf ection.ers, fiddlers, 

dancers, and every thing that is most un­
manly and unfit for war: on the Grecian 

~ide, I discern none of these costly trifles, 

but I see iron that forms their weapons, 

and composes impenetrable arms. I see 

n1en that have been brought up to despise 

every hardship, and to face C\ cry danger; 

that are accustomed to observe their ranks, 

to obey their leader, to take every ad,·an­

tage of their enemy, and to fa.Ii dead in 

their places rather than to turn theil" 
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backs. ,v ere the contestaboutw ho should 

dress a dinner or curl hair with the 

greatest nicety, I should not doubt that 

the Persians would gain the advantage: 

but, when it is necessary to contend in 
battll, where the prize is won by hardi­
ness ancl \·alour, I cannot help dreadi'ng 

n1en that are enured to wounds, and la~ 

h<>ur'-i, and suffering; nor ean I ever think 
that tl~e Persian gold will be ai le to re. 

sist the Grecian i, on. Pharnabazus was 
so struck with the truth and justness of 
these remarks, that, from tl1at ,,ery hour, 

he determined to contend nu more with 

such invincible tn.,, ps; but bent all his 
cares towards ma king peace with the 

Spartans, by which 1ncans he preserved 

himself and countrv fro1n destruction. 
" 

·you see by this story, said l\I r. Barlow, 

tl1at firu~ clot bes are not al ways of the 

consequence w h~ch you in,agine, since 

they are not able to give their wearers 

either more strength or courage than they 
h:icl before, or to preserve then1 from the 

at tacks of those whose appearance is n ore 
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homely.-But since you · are so little ac­
quainted with the business of a 5oldier, I 
n1ust show you a little n1ore clearly in 
,vhat it consists. Instead, therefore, · of 
all this pageantry, which seems so strongly 
to have acted upon your n1ind, I must 
inform you that there is no human being 
exposed to suffer a greater degree of n1i­
sery and hardship. He is often obliged 
to march whole clays in the 1110s t violent 
heat, or cold1 or rain, and frequently 
,vithout victuals to eat or clothes to cover 
hi111. vVhen he stops at night, the n1ost 
that he can expect is a 1niserable canvass 
tent to shelter him, that is penetrated in 
every part by the wet, and a little straw 
to keep his body from the damp, un­
wholesome earth. Frc{1uen tly he cannot 
n1eet with e,·en thi~, and is obliged to lie 
uncovered upon the ground; by which 
111cans he con tracts a thou sand diseases, 
,vhich are more fatal than the cannon 
and weapons of the enemy. Every hour 

he is exposed to engage in combats at 
~ 

the hazard of losing his limbs, of btin.g 
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crippled or n1ortally woun<led. If he 

gains the victory, he generally has only 

to begin again and fight anew, till the 

war is over; if he is beaten, he probztbly 

loses his life upon tbe spot, or is taken 
\ 

prisoner by the enemy: in ,v hich case he 

n1ay languish several 111onths in a dreary 

prison, in wan tof all the necessaries of life. 

Alas! said lia1-ryr what a dreadful pic­

ture do you draw of the fate of those 

brave men who suffer so much to defend 

their country; surely, those ,vho employ 

them should take care of then1 when they 

are sick, or ,votnHlecl, or incapable of 

proYiding for themselves. 

So indeed, answered !\Ir. Barlo,v, they 

ought to do. But ra1h and foolish 111en 

engage in wan,, \\ i th0u t either justice or 

reason; and when they are oycr, they 

think no rnore of the unhappy people 

who ha,·e ~ervcd them at so much los~ 

to tLemse l ,·es. 

HARRY. 

''Vhy, sir, I l1ave often thought, that 

as all wars consist in shedcliug blooJ and 
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doing mischief to our fellow-creatures, 
they seldon1 can be just. 

~1 R. BARLOW. 

You are indeed right there.--Of all the 
blood that has been shed since the begin-
11ing of the world to the present day, but 
very little indeed has been owing to any 
cause that had either justice or comn1on 
sense. 

HARRY, 

I then have thought, though I pity poor 
soldiers extre1nely, and always give then1 
something, if I have any money in my 
pocket, that they draw these rn ischiefs 
upon themselves, because they endeavour 

. to kill anc.1 destroy other pe·>ple; and 
therefore, if they suffer the same evils in 
return, they can hardly complain. 

l\IR. BARLOW. 

They cannot complain of the evils to 
which they Yolun tari ly expose thcm­
§el ves; but they may justly com plain of 
the ingratitude of the people for whom 
they fight, and who take no care of them 
afterwards. 
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HARRY . 

.Jndeed, sir, I think so. But I cannot 

conceiYe why people n1ust hire others to 

fight for them. If it is necessary to fight, 

why do they not fight for themselves?­

! shou Id be ashamed to go to another boy 

and say to him, Pray go and venture 

your life or li1nbs for n1e, that I may stay 

at home and do nothing. 
TOMMY. 

"\Vhat, if the French were to come here, 

as they said they were about to do, would 

you go out to fight the1n yourself? 

HARRY . . 
I have heard my father say, that it was 

every ·man's duty to fight for his country, 

if it were attacked; and if n1y father 

went out to fight, I would go out with 
him. I would not willingly hurt any 

body; but if they attempt to hurt 111e or 

my countrymen, we should do right to 

defend ourselves. Shouid we not, sir? 

MR. B .ARLOW. 

This is certainly a. case, where n1en 

have a right to defend themselves. No 

1nan is bound to yield his life or property 
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to another that has no right to take it. 
Among those Gn~cians whon1 you were 
talking of, every man ,vas a soldier) and 
always ready to defend his country ,vhen­
ever it was attacked. 

HARRY •. 

Pray, dear sir, read to 1\ifastcr Tommy 
the story of Leonidas, which gave n1e so 
n1uch pleasure; I an1 sure he will like to 
hear it. 

l\1r. Barlow accordingly read 

The History ef Leonidas, King of Sparta. 

THE king of Persia con1manded a great 
extent of territory, which was inhabited 
by many millions of people, and not only 
abounded in all the necessaries of life, but 
produced immense quantities of gold and 
silver, and every other costly thing. Yet 
all this did not satisfy the haughty mind 
of Xerxes, who at that time possessed 
the empire of this country. lie consi­
dered that the Grecians, his neighbo1u3, 
,vere free, and refused to obey his impe-
1·ious orders; which he foolishly imagined 
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all 1nankind shou1d respect. He there­
fore determined to make an expedition 
with a mighty army intu Greece, and to 
conquer the country. For this reason he 
raised such a prodigious arn1y that it is 
almost impossible to describe it. The 
numbers of men that composed it seen1ed 
sufficient to conquer the whole world, 
and all the forces the Grecians were able 
to raise would scarcely amount to an 
hundred th part. Nevertheless, the Gre­
cians held public councils to consult about 
their common safety; and they nobly de­
termined that as they had hitherto lived 
free, so they ,vould either maintain their 
liberty, or bravely die in its defence. In 
tbe mean time Xerxes was continually 
marching forward, and at length entered 
the territory of Greece. The Grecians 
had not yet been able to assemble their 
troops or 111ake their pn pa rations, and 
therefore they were struck wid1 conster­
nation at the approach of such an army 
as attended Xerxes. Leonidas \Vas at tbat 
time king of Sparta, and, when he consi-
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dered the state of affairs, he saw one me­
thod alone by which the ruin of his coun­
try and all Greece could be prevented. 
In order to enter the more cultivated . 
parts of this country, it was necessary for 
the Persian army to march through a very 
rough and n1ountaino11s district, called 
Thermopylre. Ther~ was only one nar­
r.o,v road through all these n1ountains, 
·which it was possible for a Yery small 
number of men to defend for some time 
against the n1ost numerous army. Leoni­
das perceived, that -if a small number of 
resolute men ,vould undertake to defend 
this passage, it would retard the n1arch 
Qf the whole Persian army, and give the 
Grecians time to coll~ct their troops. ·nut 
who \Vould undertake so desperate an en­
terprise, where there ·was scarcely any 
possibility of escaping alive? For this 
r eason, Leonidas determined to undertake 
the expedition himself, with such of the 
Spartans as would voluntarily attend him, 
and to sacrifice his own life for the pre­
servation of his country. '11ith this de-

I' 
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sign, he assembled the chiefs persons of 
Sparta, and laid before thc;m the necessity 
of defending the pass of Thern1opylce. 
They were equally convinced of its im­
portance, but kne,v not where to find a 
man of such determined ,·alour as to un­
dertake it. Then, said Leonidas, since 
there is no more worthy man ready to 
perform this service, I 1nyself will under­
take' it, with those who ,vill voluntarily 
accompany me. They ,rcrc struck with 
arlmiration at his proposal, and praised 
the greatness of his mind, but set before 
him the certain clestructi:H1 which 1.iust 
attend him. A 11 this, said Lco111das, I 
ha,·e already considered; but I am dcter­
n1incd to go, with the appearance indeed 
of dcfcndii:g the pass of 'I hcrrnopylre, but 
in reality to die for the liberty of Greece. 
Sayin[-; this, he instantly went out of the 
assembly, and prepared for the expedi­
tion, taking with him about three hnn­
drcd ~partans. Defore he went, he em­
braced his wife, who hung about him in 
t ea rs, as well acquainted with the pur ... 

VOL. rr. 
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pose of his n1arch; but he endeavoured 
to comfort her, and told her that a sbort 
life was well sacrificed to the interests of 
his country, and that Spartan women 
should be more careful about the glory 
than the safety of their liusbands. He 
then kissed his infant children, and charg­
jng hi~ ,yife to educate them in the same 
principles he had liYed in, went out of his 
house to put himself at the head of those 
brave n1en who \\'ere to accompany him. 
As they n1arched through the city all the 
1nl1abitants attended then1 with praises 
and, acclamations. The young women 
sang songs of triumph, and scattered 
flowers before them; the youths were 
jealous of their glory, and lamented that 
sucb a noble doom had uot rather fallen 
upon themselves; wl1ile all their fritnds 
and relations seemed rather to exult in 
the in1mortal honour they \\'ere going to 
acquire, than to be dejected with the ap­
prch( 11s1011s of their loss. As they march­
ed through Greece, they were joined hy 
various bodies of their allies; so tha their 
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11trn1ber amounted to about six thousand 
,vhcn they took possession of the straits 
of Thermopy Ire. 

In a sbor~ time Xerxes approached, 
with his innumerable army, composed of 
various nations, and armed in a thousand 
different manners. \Vhen be had seen 
the small num her of his enemies, he could 
not believe that they really meant to op­
pose his passage; but ,v hen he was told 
that this was surely their desig·n, he sent 
out a small detachment of his troops, and 
ordered them to take those Grecians a1i,,e, 
and bring the1n bound befoi e him. The 
Persian troops set out, and attacked the 
(;recians with consic~era )le ft:ry; but, in 
an :nst3nt, they were routed, tne 6 reater 
part slain, and the rest obliged cu fly. 
Xerxes was cnra,::-;cd at this misfortune, ' 
and ordered the combat to be renewed 
with greater forces The attack "'as re­
newed, but always with the :,ame suc-cess, 
although-be sent the bra,'e5t troops in his 
"rhole army. Thus was this immense 
army stoppccl in its career, and the pride 

✓• G £ 
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of their n1onarch humb1cd, by so inconsi­
derable a body of Grecians, that they 
were not at first thought "·orthy of a se­
rious attack. At length, what Xerxes 
with all his troops ~vas incapable of cfltct­
ing, was perforrnC:'d by the treachery of 
some of the Grecian~ who inhabited that 
country. For a great reward tbey under­
took to lead a chosen hodv of l he Persians 

" across the rnoun tai ns by a secret path, 
with which they alone were acquainted. 
Accordingly, i~1 the night the Persians 
set out, passed o\·er the mountains in 
~afrty, anJ en earn peel on the otl1cr side. 
J\s soon as day arose, Leonidas ptTccivcd 
that he had been betrayed an(l that he 

~ 

,vas surrounded by the cncrn: : IH~\·crthr­
lcss, with the same undaunted coura~·e he 

' 
took all neccssa y measures, and prepared 
for the fate \\' hich he harl long resoh cd 
to meet. A ftcr pm ising and than king 
the allies. for the bran.' n ' with which , 

~ 

they had behaYed, he sent t11crn all aw:iy 
to their res11ective countries. l\fany of 
the ~partans too, be wou Id have d ism isscJ 
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under vanous pretences; but they, who 

\\ ere all determined rather to perish with 

their king, than to return, refused to go. 

,vhen he saw their resolution, he con­

sented that they hould stay with him, 

and share in his fate. All day, therefore, 

he remained quiet in liis camp; but when 

e\'ening approached, lie ordered bis troops 

to take some refresbmcnt, ai~cl smiling, 

told them to dine like men who were to 

sup in another world. They tl)en com­

pletely arn1ed themselves, and \Yaited for 

the 111iddle of the njght, which Leonidas 

judged most proper for the design he 

meditated. Ile saw that the Fersian~ 

would never imagine it possible, that sech 

an insignificant body of men should think 

of attacking their numerous forces. He 

wc:s therefore determined, in the silence 

of the night, to break into their camp, 
and endea,·onr, amid the terror and con◄ 

fusion which would ensue, to Hirprise 

Xerxes himself. Aljout midnight, there­

fore, this determined bocly of Grecians 
" 

1narcbed out with Leonidas at thci1 head. 
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They soon broke into the Persian 12amp, 
and put a!l,to flight that dared to opprnse 
them. It is impossible to de5cribe the 
terror and confusion which ensued an1ong 
so many thousands, thus unexpectedly 
surprised. Still the Grecians marched 
on in close, impenetrable order, overturn­
ing the tents, dest1oying all that dared to 
resist, and driving that vast and mighty 
army like frightened sheep before them. 
At len6 th they came even to the imperial 
tent of Xerxes, and had he not quitted it 
at the first alarm, he \Vould there have 
ended at once bis life and expedition. 
The nrecians in an instant put all the 
guards to flight, and, rushing upon the 
imperial pavilion, violently o,·ertnrned it, 
and trampled under their feet all the cost­
ly furniture and vessels of gold, which 
,vcre used by the monarchs of Persia. 
But now the rnornmg began to appear; 
and the Persians, who h~1 d disco\'ered the 
s1b~Lll number of their assail,nits, sur­
rounded them on every side. and_ wi thout 
daring to come to a close engager.1ent, 
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poure<l in their darts and missive weapons. 

The Grecians were \,vearied even with the 

toils of conquest, and their body was al­

ready considerably diminished. Ne\'er­

theless, Leonidas, who was yet alive, led 
; 

on the intrepid few that yet remained to 

a fresh attack. Again he rushed upon 

the Persians, and pierced their thickest 

battalions as often as he could reach them. 

But Yalour itself was vain against such in­

equality of numbers; at every charge the 

G 1 ecian ranks grew thinner and thinner, 

till at length they were all destroyed, 

without a single 111an having quitted his 

post, or turned his back upon the enen1y. 

Heally, said To1~1rny, when the history , 

was finished, Leonidas was a brave 1nan 

i nclced. But what becaine of Xerxes and 

his army after the death of this valiant 

Spar tan? \Vas he able to overcome the 

Grecians, or did they repu Ise him? ):~ ou 

arc now alJlc to read, replied l\Ir. Barlow, 

for yourself: and thereforr, by examining· · 

the histories of tho..,e countries, .you n1ay 

be informed of e, ery thing you desire. 
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And now the frost had continued for 
several weeks, and Tommy had taken ad­
vantage of the evenings, which generally 
proved clear .ind star-light, to improve 
l)is know ledge of the heavens. Ile h~d 
already ornamented his paper globe ,ri th 
several of the most remarkable constella­
tions. Around the pole-star he had dis­
c1>Vered · Perseus and Andromeda, and 
Cepheus, and Cassiopcia·s chair. Between 
these a11d the lnight Orion, which rose 
e,·ery night and glittered in the south, 
he disco,·ercd seven small stars that were 
.set in a cl11ster, and called the Pleiadcs. 
Then, underneath Orion, he discovered 
anotherglitt.e.ring star, called Sirius, or the 
Dog-star_ All these, he continually ob­
:5en·ed, journeyed every nigl1t from east 
to west, and then appeared the evening 
after in their former places. 1-low strange 
it is, obt,erved Tommy one day to l\Ir. 
Barh->w, that al I these stars should be con­
tin ua11y turning about the earth! I-low 
do you know, replied l\fr. Barlow, that 
they turn at all? 

I, 
I• 
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TOMl\IY. 

Because I see them n1ove every night. 

MR. BARLOW. 

But, how are you sure that jt js the 

stars which move every night, and not 
the earth itself? 

Tommy considered and said, But then 
I should see the earth move and the stars 
stand still. 

1\IR. BARLOW. 

vVhat, did you never ride in a coach? 
TOM.MY, 

Yes, sir, very often. 
1\IR. BARLOW. 

And did you then see that the coach 

1noved, as you sat still and went along a 
lev~l road? 

TO'~ll\IY, 

No, sir, I protest I ha,·e often thought 

that the houses, and trees, and all the 
country glided swiftly along by the wine 
dows of the coach. 

1\IR. BARLOW. 

Aud did you never sail in a boat? 
G5 
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TO:i\I .MY. 

Y cs, I have, and I protest, I have oh­
served the SJ.me thing; for I remember, 
I ha\·e often thought the shore was run­
ning a\vay from the bQat, instead of the 
boat from the shore. 

MR. BARLOW. 

If that is the case, it is possible, even 
though the earth should move, instead of 
the stars, that you might onl1 sec what 
you do at present, and imagine, that the 
earth you are upon was at rest. 

'1'O.:\DIY. 

But is it not more likely, that such little 
things as thr stars and s1:1n should n10ve, 
than such a !,i.rgc thing as the earth? 

lUR. I:ARLOW. 

And how do you kno,\· that the stars 
and snn are so small? 

'TO~LIY. 

I see them to he so, sir. Tbe stars arc 
so small, that they are hardly to be seen 
at all: and the sun i tsc1f, which is much 
larger, does not seem bigger than a small 
rou-nd tab1c. 
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The day after this conversation, as the 

weather was bright and clear, 1Ir. Barlow 

,vent out to walk with Harry and Tommy. 

As, by this time, Tommy was enured to 

fatigue, and able to walk many miles, they 

continued their excursion over the bills, 

till at last they came in sight of the sea. 

As they \Vere diverting themseh·es with 

the imn1ense prospect of water that was 

before them, 1\lr. Barlow perceived some­

thing floating at a distance, so small as 

to be scarcely discernible by the eye. Ile 

pointed it out to Tommy, who with some 

<lifticulty was able to distinguish it, and 

a~ked him what he thought it was. 

Tommy answered, that he imagined it 

to be some 1i ttle fishing- boat, but cou lcl 

not well tell on account of the distance. 

1\IR. BARLOW. 

If you do not then see a ship, what is it 

you do see, or what docs that object ap­

pear to your rye~? 
'IO ?111\1 Y. 

All that I can see, is no 1nore tlian a 

little dusky speck, which seems to grow 

bicl'O'Cr an!.l bio·o·er 
c:::, b:O ' 
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::U It. BARLOW. 

Ji nd what is the reason •it grows bigger 
and bigger? 

TOMMY. 

Becat!se it comes nearer and nearer 
to n1e. 

MR. BARLOW. 

"\Vhat, then, does the same thing some­
tin1es appear small, and son1etimes great? • 

TO}DIY. 

, Yes, sir, it seems small when it is at a 
great distance; for I have obserYed even 
bouses and churches, when you are at 
some miles distant, seem to the eye very 
small indeed: and now I obserye that 
the vessel is sailing towards us, and it is 
not, as I imagined, a little fishing-boat, 
but a ship with a mast, for I begin to 
distinguish the sails. 

1\-Ir. Barlow wall-ed on a little while 
Ly the side of the sea, and presently 
Tommy called out again: I protest, I 
was mistaken again; for it is not a vessel 
with one mast, as I thought a little while 
ago, but a fine large ship \Vith three great 
masts, and all her sails before the wind. 

I 
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I believe she 1nust either be a large mer­

chant-man or else a frigate. 

l\1 R, BARLOW. 

,vill you then take notice of what you 

have now been saying? ,vhat was first 

only a little dusky speck, became a vessel 

·\vith one mast, and now this vessel with 

one n1ast plainly appears a ship of a very 

large size, \.Vith all her masts, and sails, 

and rigging, complete. Yet all these 

three appearances are only the same ob­

ject at different distances from your eye. 
'fOMUY, 

\.,. es, sir; that is all very true jndeecl. 

MR, BARLOW. 

,vhy, then, if the ship, which is now 

full in sight, were to tack about again, 

and sail away fro1n us as fast as she ap­

proached just now, ,vhat do you think 

would happen? 
'J'O~IMY. 

It wou 1d grow less and less, every tni­

n u te, till it appeared a speck again. 

MR. BARLOW. 

)~ ou said; I think, that the sun was a 
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very s1uall body, not bigger than a round 
table. 

TOM :\I Y. 

Yes, sir. 

l\IR. BAH.LOW. 

Supposing then he were to be removed 
to a much greater distance than be is at 
now, what .would happen? "\Vould he ap­
pear the same to your eyes? 

Tommy considered for some time, and 
then said, If the ship grows less and less, 
till at last it appears a mere speck, by 
going farther and farther, I should think 
the sun ,vould do the same. 

• MR. BARLOW . 

There yon are perfectly right; there-
fore, if the sun were to depart farther 
and farther from us, at last he would 
appear no bigger than one of those twink­
ling stars that you see at so great a dis­
tance above your head. 

TO\lMY. 

'I'hat I perfectly comprehend. . 
.i\IR. BARLOW. 

But if, on the contrary, one of those 
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twinkling stars were to approach nearer 

and nearer to where. you stand, what do 

you think would happen? "\Vould it still 

appear of the same size? 

TO.l\DIY. 

:N" o, sir. The ship as it came nearer to 

us appeared every moment larger, and 

therefore I think the star n1ust do the 

same. 
l\IR. BARLOW. 

l\light it not then at last appear as big 
as the sun now does; jusc as the sun would 

dwindle away to the size ot a s , u-, were 

it to be remoYed to a still greater distance? 

TOMl\IY. 

I11clced, I think it might. 

l\IR. BARLOW. 

\Vhat then do you imagine must hap­

pen could the sun approach a grea .. \.leal 

nearer to us? ,v ould his size remain the 

same. 

TO~Il\IY. 

No, I plainly see that he must appear 

bigger and bigger -the nearer he conics. 
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MR. BARLOW. 

- If that is the case, it is not so very cer­
tain that the earth ,re inhabit is L1gger 
than the sun and stars. They are at a 
very great d1st~nce from us; therefore, if 
any bo ly could go fro1n the earth towards 
the sun, how do you think the earth 
would appear to him as he Journeyed on? 

TOMMY, 

Really, I can hardly tell. 
1\IR. BARLOW. 

No! ,vhy, is it not the same thing, whe­
ther an object goes from you, or you from 
the object? Is there any difference be­
tween the ship's sailing away from us, 
and our walking away from the ship? 

TOM.l\IY. 

N . 
o, sir. 

MR. BARLOW. 

Did you not say, that if the sun .could 
be removed farther from our eyes, it 
would appear less? 

TOMMY. 

To be sure it would. 

♦ ' 
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MR. BARLOW. ,v hy then, if the earth were to sink 
down from under our feet, lower and 
lower, what would happen? ,v ould it 
ha,,c the same appearance? 

TOM.lUY. 

No, sir; I think it n1ust appear less 
and less, like the ship when it is sailing 
away. 

.MR. DARLOW . 

.. ·very right, indeed. But nD"\V attend 
to what I asked you just now: if a per­
son could rise slowly into the air, and 
111ount still higher and higher, towards 
the sun, what ,vould happen? 

TOl\Il\l Y. 

\Vhy, the same a.3 if the earth were to 
sink fro1n under us: it would appear less 
and less. 

MR. BARLOW. 

1Iight not the earth then at least ap­
pear as small as the sun or n10011 does? 

TOl\iMY. 

I can hardly conceive that-And yet, 
I see it would appear less and less, the 
farther he went. 
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MR BARLOW. 

Do you rem em bcr what happened to 
, ·ou, \V hen , ou left the islan<l of J am<.1ica? ~ w 

TOl\I.:\l Y. 

r.,.. es, I do. One of the blacks held me 
upon the deck, a.eel then : looked toward:j 
the island; and I thought that it began 
to move away from the ship, thougb, in 
reality, it was the ship n1oved a\vay fro111 
the la11d. And then, as the ship conti­
nued sailing along the water, the island 
appeared less and less. First, I lost sight 
of the trees and house that stood upon 
the shore; and then I could only see the 
highest mountains; and then I could 
scarcely see the mountains themselves; 
and, at last, the whole island appeared 
only like a dark mist above the water; 
and then the mist itself disappeared, and 
I could see nothing but a Yast extent of 
"rater all round and the sky above. 

1\l IL BARLOW. 

And must not this be exactly the cJsc, 
if you could rise up into the air, higher 
and higher, and look down upou the 
earth ?. 
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TOMMY. 

Indeed it must. 

1\IR, BARLOW. 

Now then vou will be able to answer ., 

the question I asked you a little while 

ago: Could a person travel straight for­
,vanl fron1 the earth to the sun, how 

would they both appear _to him as he 

went forward? 

TO:M 2\lY. 

The earth would appear less and less 

as he went from it, and the sun bio·o·er bb 

and bigger. 

1\IH.. BARLOW • 

,vhy, then, perhaps it would happen 

at last, that the sun appeared bigger than 
the earth. 

TOMMY. 

Indeed it might. 
1\1 IL BARLOW. 

Then you see that) ou must no longer 

t.tlk of the earth's being 12.rge, and the 

sun small, since that n1ay only happen, 
because you are ·near the one, and at a 
0 reat distance fron1 the other. .At least, 
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you must now be convinced, that both ., 

the sun and stars must be imnienseiy 
bigger than you would at first sight guess 
them to be 

As they were returning home, they 
happened to pass through a small town 
in their way, and saw a crowd of people 
going iuto an house, which gaYe l\Ir. 
Barlow the curiosity to inquire the reason. 
They were told, that tlH re was a wonder­
ful person there, who performed a variety 
of strange and diverting experiments. 
Upon Tommy's expressing a great desire 
to see these curious exhibitions, l\Jr. 
Darlow took them both in, and they all 
seated themselves among the audience. 
Presently the performer began his exhi­
bitions, ,vhich ,·ery 1nuch di,·erted Tom­
n1y, and surprised tbe spectators. At 
length, after ~ ,·ariety of curious tricts 
upon .cards, the conjurer desired them to 
observe a large basin of water, with the, 
figure of a little SY\"an floating upon the 
surface. Gentlemen, said the man, I have 
reserved this curious experiment for the 
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last, because it is the most wonderful of 
all that 1 ha\ e to show, or that, perhaps, 
was ever e.· hibited to the present hour. 

You ~ee that swan; it is no more than a 

little image without either sense or life. 

It you ha\ e any doubt upon the subject, 

take 1t up in your hands and examine it. 
Accordiugly, se\'eral of the spectators 

took it L,p 1n their hands, and, after hav­

ing exa·mined it, set it do,\ n again upon 
the,, ater. No\\·, contiuued he, this swan 

whid1 to you appears total!) without 

sense or motion, is of so extraordinary a 

nature, that he kno\\'s me, his n1aster, 
and \\·ill follow in anv direction that I ., 

command. Sa.Yinµ; this, he took out a 

little piece of bread, and whistling to his 
bird, onle11 ecl 11im to come to t11e sick of 

the hasin and be fed. Immediately, to 
the great surprise of all the con pany, the 

swan turned a iout and swam to t ,1e side 

of the basin. •'f.be man whistled again; 

and pre")ently the swan turned · himself 
round, and pursued the hand of his ·mas­

ter to the other side of the basin. Th~ · 

.. 
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spectators could hardly believe their eyes. 
and son1e of them got little pieces of 
bread, and held them out, imagining that 
he would do the same to them. But it 
,vas in vain they whistled and presented 
their bread; the bird remained unmoved 
upon the ,vater, and olJeyecl no orders 
hut those of his master. ,vhen this ex­
hibition had been repeated over and over 
again, to the extreme delight and asto­
nishment of all present, the company rose 
and dispersed, and l\f r. Barlow and the 
little boys pursued their way home. 

But Tommy's mind \Vas so engaged 
with what he had seen, that for several 
days he could think and talk of nothing 
else. He would give all that he had in 
the world, to find out this curious trick, 
aud to be possessed of such a swan. At 
length, as he \\ as one day talking to 
Harry upon the subject, Harry told him 
with a smile, that he believed be had 
found out the method of doing it; ai;id 
that if he did uot mistake, he would the 
next day show him a swan that would 
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come to be fed as well as the conjurer's. 
Accordin~·ly, llarry moulded a bit of wax 
into the shape of a swan, and placed it 
upon a basin of water. l--le then presented 
to it a piece of bread, and, to the inex­
pressible delight of Tommy, t11e swan 
pursued the bread Just as he had s~en be­
fore. After he Incl se\·e 1 al times divt.rted 
himself with this c,~penment, he wanted 
to be infonrecl of the composition of 
this wonderful swan. Ilarry, therefore, 
showed him, within the body of the bird, 
a large needle, which lay across it from 
one encl to the other. Iu the bread with 
which the swan Wets fed, he dso showed 
him concealed a sma 11 bar of iron. Tom­
rny could not comprehend all this, al­
though he saw it before his eyes. But 
1\f r. Darlow, who was present, taking up 
the bar of iron, and putting down several 
11e~<lles upon the table, Tommy was in­
finitely surprised to see the needles all 
jump up, one after another, at the ap­
proach of the bar, and shoot towards it . 
as if they had been possessed of life and 
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sense. They then hung all about the bar 
so firmly, that, though it was lifted into 
the air, they all ren1ained suspended, nor 
ever quitted their hold. l\ir. Barlow then 
placed a key upon the table, and putting 
the iron near it, the key att~ched itself as 
:firn1ly to the bar as the needles had done 
before. All this appeared so surprising 
to Tommy, that be begged an explana­
tion of it from 1\-Ir. Barlov;,r. That gen­
tleman told him, that there \Vas a stone 
often foun<l in iron mines that was c~Ilcd 
the loadstonc. This stone is naturally pos­
sessed of the surprising power of drawing 
to itself all pieces of iron that are not too 
forge, nor placed at too great a distance. 
Bnt what 1s equally extraordinary is, that 
iron itseif: after ha\'ing· been rubbed upon 
the loadstonc, acquires tile same virtue as the stone itself: of attractillg other iron. 
For this purpose, they take small bars of 
iron and rub the1n carefu 1Iy upon the 
loadstr,ne, and when they ba-ve acquired 
this very extraordi11ary power, they call 
t hen1 magnets. "\Vhen !Jarry had seen 
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the exhibition of the swan, upon revolv­
ing it over in his mind, he began to sus­
pect that it ,vas performed entirely by 
the power of magnetism. Upon his talk­
ing to me about the affair, I confirmed hin1 
in his opinion, and furnished him with a 
small magnet to put into the bread, and a 
large needle to conceal in the body of the 
bird. So this is the explanation of the 
feat, ·which so much puzzled you a few 
days past. l\,fr. Barlow had scarcely done 
speaking, when Tommy observed another 
curious property of the swan, which he 
had not found out before. This bird, 
when left to itself, constantly rested in 
one particular direction; and that di­
rection was full north and south. Tom­
my inquired the reason of this, and ::\Ir. 
Barlow gave him this additional explana­
tion. rfhe persons that first discovered 
the wonderful powers of the loadstone in 
communicating its virtues to iron, divert­
ed themselves, as we do now, in touching 
needles and small pieces of iron, which 
they made to float upon water, and at-

X9L, I I. H 
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tracted them · about with other pieces of 
iron. But it was not long before they 
found out, as you do now, another sur­
prising property of this wonderful stone. 
'They observed, that when a needle had 
once been touched by the load-stone, if 
it was left to float upon the ,vater with~ 
out restraint, it would invariably turn it­
self totvards the north. In a short tin1e, 
they improved the disco1/ery farther, and 
contrived to suspend the middle of the 
needle upon a point, so loosely that it 
could n1ove about in every direction. 
This they covered with a glass case, a\1d 
by this means they always had it jn their 
power to find out all the quarter:, qf the 
heavens and earth. 

TO:ir l\I Y. 

vr as this discovery of any great u-;e ?' 

:MH. BAHLOW. 

Before this time, they had no other 
111cthocl of finding their way along the sea, 
but by observing the stars. They knew 
by experience, in what parts of the sky 
certain stars appeare<l at every season o:· 
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the year, and this enabled the1n to disco­
ver east, west, uorth, and south. But 
when they set out from their own country 
by sea, they kne,v in which direction the 
place was situated, ,vhich they ,vere going 
to. If it lay to the east, they had only 
-to keep the head of the sl1ip turned full 
to that quarter of the heave11s, and they 
,vould arrive at the place they were going 
to; and this they ,\ ere enabled to do by 

, observing the stars. B11t frequently the 
,veather was thick, and the stars no longer 
appeared; and then they we1 e left to 
,vander about the pathlPss ocean without 
the smallei;;t track to guide the111 in thei1 
course. 

'l'O}L'.\IY. 

Poor people! thl"'Y mu.st be in a dr(;ad­
ful s1tuati0n indeed, tost a:bout on 1:;uch 
nn immense place as the sea ii1 the nJid­
dle of a dark night, mHl uot able even to , 
guess at their .:.) i tuation. 

1MR. !}A"RL0:\Y. 

For this reason the\' seldom dared to I 

~enture out of sight of shorp, for fear of 
H.2 
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1osing their way: by which means, all 
their voyages were long and tedious; for 
they ,vere oLliged to n1ake them several 
times as long as they would have done, 
could they have taken the straight and 
nearest way. But soon after the discovery 
of this admirable property of the 1oad-
8tone, they found that the needle which 
had been thus prepared, was capable of 
showing the1n the different points of the 
~~eavens even in the darkest night. This 
enabled them to sail with greater security, 
and to venture boldly upon the immense 
ocean, which they had always feared 
before. 

TOMMY. 

How extraordinary, that a little stone 
should enable people to cross the sea and 
to find their way from one country to 
the other! But I wonder why they take 
all these pains. 

MR. B.ARLO"W. 

That you need not wonder at, when 
you consider that one country frequently 
,1,>roduces what another does not; and 
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therefore, by exchanging their different 

commodities, both may live more conve~ 

niently than they did before. 
HARRY. 

But does not almost e\·ery country pro­

duce all that is necessary to support the in° 

habitants of it? and therefore they might 

live, 1 should think, even though they re­

ceived nothing from any other country. 
l\IR. BAR.LO"W. 

So might your father \iye perhaps upon 
the productions of his own farm; but he 
sometimes stlls his cattle to purchase 

clothes; sometimes his corn to purchase 

cattle. Then he frequently exchanges 
with his neighbours 011e_ kind of grain for 
another; and thus their n1utual conve­

niency is better promoted than if each 

,vere to confine himself to the produce of 

his own ]and. At the same time it is, 

true, that every country which is inhabited 

by men, contains within itself all that is. 
necessary for their subsistence; and what 
they bring from other countries, is fre­
quently n1ore hurtful than salutary to 
them. 



17 4 THE n rs ·r o R y o !· 

HAURY. 

· I have heard yon say that even iH 
Greenland, the eoldest and most uncon1-
fortal,le country in tbe world, the i11ha­
bi tar.1 ts procure themselves necessaries> 
an<l live coLtented. 

'l'O :,IMY. 

,vhat, is there a part of the world still 
colder than Lap1and? 

l\IH. BARLOW. 

Green1and is still farther north, and 
therefore colder and n1ore barren. The 
ground is there covered with eternal 
snows, which never melt e\·en in the 
summer. There are scarcely any anim21s 
to be found excepting bears, that live by 
preying upon fish. There are no trees 
grow upon any part of the conn try, so 
that tbe inhabilants have nothing to builci 
their houses with, excepting the planks 
a,~ I trees which the sea\\ a~hcs awav from .., 
other countries, and lc~,·cs upon then 
coast. \Vith these tne , cn.c·t large cab·11.-,, 

V '--

w :1cre several famiI: c-, li ,.·e t(, .. :e~her. '1 he 
sides of the.,c huts arc" mpv~---d of earth 
and stones, and the top -s ecured wi !t t n f-' ; 
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in a short time the whole is so c~n1ented 

with fro~t, that it is impenetrable to the 

weather during the w bole winter .. Along 

the side:-, of the building are made several 

partitions, in each of w hict1 a Green lander 

lives ,vi-th bis family. Each of these fa­

mihes have a small lamp continually burn-­

ing bdore them, by 1neans of \V hich they 

cook their food and light then1selves, 

and, what is equally necessary in so cold 

a country, keep up an agreeable warmth 

throughout their apart_ment. They have 

a few deer which sometimes visit the1n 

in the suni mer, and ,vhich the Green­

landers kill whenever they can catch 

them; but they arc almost entirely des­

titute of all the vegetables which serve as 

nourishment to man: so that they are 

obliged to be continually upon the sea, 

in order to catch fish for their main­

tenance. 

1'0:!IIl\IY. 

"\Vhat a dreadful life must that be in a 

country w:1ich is so c0ld ! 
?,IH.. BARLOW. 

In con':icqucnce of that extreme cold , 
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those northern seas are full of such im­
mense quantities of ice, that they are 
sometimes almost covered with them. 
Huge pieces come floating down, which 
are not only as big as the largest houses, 
1n1t even resem bJe small mountains. 
These are sometimes dashed against each 
other by the winds, with such immense 
force, that they would crush the strongest 
·hip to piec~s, and with a noise that ex­
ceeds the report of a cannon. ·epon these 
pieces of ice are frequently seen white 
bears of an enormous size; which ha,·e 
either fallen asleep upon them, and so 
been carried avr'ay, or have straggled 
over those icy hills in search of fish. 

T0.:\12\IY. 

And is it possible that the inhabitants 
o-f such a country can find enough in it 
for all their necessities? 

1\I R. DA RLO'\V. 

The necessities of life are very few, 
and are therefore to be found even in the 
n1ost rugged climates, if men are not 
·wanting to themselves, or deficient in 
indgscry. In plentiful countries 11ke this, 
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and most of the more temperate climates, 

great nun1ber~ are maintained in idleness,. 

and imagine that they are only born to. 

live upon the labour of others. But in 

such a country as Greenland i-s described 

to be, it requires continual exertion to 

procure the simplest support of hu1nan 

life; and therefore no one can Ii ve at all, 

who will not employ himself in the same 

111anner as his neighbours. 

TOMMY. 

You said that these people had neither-­

flesh nor corn ; do they then clothe them­

selves with the skins of fish as well as 

live upon them 2 
Mn. BARLOW .. 

There is in those seas a peculiar specie& 

of animal called a seal. I-le is nine or 

ten feet long, and has two small feet be­

fore, on which he is able to walk a little 

upon the shore; for he frequently comes 

out of the sea,. and sleeps, or amuses him­

self upon the lan<l, or ice. I-Iis. body is 
I 

very large, and full of oil]. and behind he 

has two legs which resemble fins, with 

:n 5. 
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' which he swims in the water. This nni-
nw.l is the constant prey of the Green­
Jandcr, and furnishes him with all he 
wants. The flesh he eats, the fat serves 
hin1 to feed his Jamp, which is almost as 
necessary as foo<l itself in that cold cli­
rnate. Viith the skin he composes clotl1es 
that are impenetrable to the ,,·ater, or 
lines the inside of his hut to keep out the 
,,veather. As this animal is so necessary 
to the existence of a Greenlander, it is 
his greatest glory to chase and take bim. 
For this purpose, he places himself in a 
.email narrow boat, the to1, of which is 
covered o\·er with the st.ins of ~eals, ~nd 
closes round the middle o · the fisher so 
tight as entircJ.,, to exclude the water. 
He Las a long oar, or paddle, brOtld at 
both ends, w bich l1e di1Js first on one 
~ide, then on the 0'11er, a11d ro,rs along 
with incredible s-\riftne 8, O',.cr the rough­
est seas. Ile canie.~ w1d1 him an lrnrpoon, 
w h1cll 1s a kind oi' lance, ur j~n-eiin, tied 
to a long th,)nb·, at the end of which is 
fixed a bladder, or some other light thing 
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that sinks with difficulty. \Vhen the 

fisherman is thus p1 epared, he skim~ 

lightly along the waters, till he perceives 

at a distance one of these animals floating 

upon the surface. The Greenlander then 

approaches him as softly as he is able, and, 

if possible, contri,,es that the animal shall 

have the wind and sun in his eyes. ,vhen 

he is sufficiently near, he thro,vs his har­

poon,- and generally wounds the creature; 

in which case, he instantly hurries away, 

and carries with him the thong and blad­

der. But it is not long before he is con1-

pellecl to rise again to the surface of the 

·water to breathe; and then the Green-

lancler, who has hcen pursuing him all 
, the time, attacks hin1 anew, and dis­

patches him with a shorter lance, ,vhich 

11e has brought with him for th:-,t purpose. 

l le then tics his prey to his boat, and 

to\vs it after him to his family, who re­

ceive it with joy, and dress it for his sup­

per. Although these poor people live a 

life of st~ch continual fatigue, and are 

oblisred to ean1 their food with so n1uch .._, 
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l1ardship, they are generous and hospita­
ble in tb c management of it; for not a 
person ptesent but is invited to partake 
of the feast: and a Green1ander would 
think himself dishonoured for life, that 
should be thought capable of wi::ihing to 
keep it ~11 to hi1nself. 

TOl\IMY. 

I think it seems as if the less people 
had, the 111ore generous they are of it. 

:MR. BARLOW. 

That is not unfrequently the case, and 
should be a lesson to many of ou1 rich at 
]1ome, who imagine that they have no­
thing to do ,vith their fortune but to 
throw it away upon their pleasures; while 
there are so many thousands jn ·want of 
the common necessaries of life. 

TOMMY. 

But pray, sir, have you no more parti­
culars to tel1 me about these Green­
Janders? For I think it is the most cu­
rious account I ever heard in my life. 

Mn, BARLOW. 

T·hcre is a iothcr very curious particu-
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lar indeed to be mentioned of these coun­

tries: in these seas is found the largest 

animal in the world; an immense fish 

,vhich is called the w bale. 

TOMl\tY. 

Oh dear! I have heard of that extraor­

dinary animal. And pray, sir, do the 

Greenlanders ever catch them? 

l\'.IIl. BARLOW. 

The whale is of such a prodigious size, 

that he sometimes reaches seventy or 

eighty, or even more than an hundred 

feet in length. 1-:Ie is from ten to above 

twenty feet in height, and every way 

large in proportion. ,vhen he swims 

along the seas, he appears rather like a 

large vessel floating upon the waters, 

than a fish. I-le bas two holes in his 

head, through which he blows out water 

to a great height in the air, immense fins, 

and a tail with w hicl1 he almost raises a 

tempest when he lashes the sea with it. 

,v ould you not believe that such an ani­

nrnl was the n1ost dreadful of the whole 

brute creation? 
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TOM l\1Y. 

Indeed, sir, I should; I shou1d think 
that such a fish would overset whole 
ships, and de,·oLir the sailors. 

1\JR. BAR LOW. 

Far fron1 it-it is onP of the n1ost in­
nocent, in respect to man, that the ocean 
produces; nor does he e,-er do him the 
least hurt, unless by accidentally over­
turning vessels with his enormous bulk. 
'fhe food he lives upon is chiefly small 
fish, and particularly herrings. These 
fish are bred in such prodigious shoals, 
amid the ice of those northern clin1ates, 
that the sea is absolutelv covered wi th .,. 
them for miles together. Then it is that 
the hungry whale pursues them, and 
thins their nun1bers, by swallowing thou­
sands of them in their course. 

HARRY. 

\Vhat numbers jndeed nn1st such a 
prodigious fish devour of those small 
«nimals ! 

MR. BARLOW. 

'fbe whale in his turn falls a prey to 
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the cruelty and avarice of man. Some 

indeed are caught by the Greenlanders, 

who have a sufficient excuse for perse­

cuting hin1 with continual attacks, in 
their total want of vegetables and every 

species of food which the earth affords. 

But the Europeans, who <-ire too nice and 

squeamish to eat his flesh, send on t great 

numbers of ships, every year, to destroy 

the poor whale, merely for the sake of 

the oil which his body contains, and the 

elastic bones which are known by the 

name of ·whale-bone, and applied to se­

veral purposes. "\Vhen those that go upon 

this dangerous expedition discern a whale 

floating at a distance, they instantly send 

out a large boat to pursue him. Son,e of 

tlie men row along as gently as possible, 

wbile the person that is appointed to 

attack the fish stands upon the fore-part 

of the boat, holding in his hand a sharp 

harpoon, with which he is prepared to 

wound his prey. This is fastened to a 

long cord which lies ready coiled up in 

the boat, so that they 1nay let it out in 
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an instant, when the fish is struck; fo~ 
such is his prodigious force, that should 
the least impediment occur to stop the 
rope in its passage, he would instantly 
<lraw the boat after him do,-\·n to the bot­
tom of the sea. In order to prevent 
these dangerous accidents, a man stands 
constantly re,.cly to divide the rope with 
an hatchet, in case it should happen to 
tangle; and another is continually pouring 
water over it, for fear the swift11ess of 
the motion should make it take fire. The 
poor whale that is thus wounded darts 
away with an inconceivable rapidity, and 
generally plunges to the bottom of the 
sea. They have a prodigious quantity of 
cord ready to let out, and when their 
store is exhausted, there are generally 
other boats ready to supply more. Thus 
is the poor animal overpowered and killed, 
jn spite of his immense bulk and irresisti­
ble strength; for, gradually wearied with 
his own efforts and the loss of blood, he 
soon relaxes in his speed, and rises again 
to the top of the water. Then it is tlw.t 
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the fishers, who have pursued hin1 all the 
time with the hopes of such an opportu­
nity, approach him anew, and attack h11n 
with fresh harpoons; till in the end his 
strength is entirely exhausted, the waves 
themselves are tinged with a bloody co­
lour from his jnnumerable wounds, and he 
writhes himself about in strong convul­
sions and unutterable pain. Then the con­
flict is soon at an end; in a short time he 
brcathe3 his last, and turning upon his 
hack, floats like some large vessel upon 
the surface of ti1c ::,ea. 1'he fishers then 
approach, and cut off the fins and other 
val nab le parts, which they stow on board 
their 5hips; the fJ.t, or blubber, as it is 
often called, is rccei,,ed into large bogs­
heach, and when boil eel to purify it, com­
poses the common oil which is applied to 
so many useful purposes. The remains 
of this vast body are left a prey to other 
fish and to the G recn landers, who care­
fuJ I y collect everv fra<,.mcnt which thev-· 

I., '-' t, "' 

can find, a11d apply it to their own use. 
Sometimes they go to pursue the \\ 1ialc 
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themselves; but ·when they do, it is in 
hug~ numbers, and they attack him nearly 

in the same 111anner with the Europeans; 

only as they are not so well supplied with 

cord, they fix the skins of seals, ,r hich 

they have inflated with air, to the end of 

the -thongs which are tied to their har­

poons ; and this serves both to weary out 

the fish, who drag;s them with him under 

the water, and to discover bim the 1nstant 

he approache, to the surface. 

HARRY. 

I cannot help pitying the poor whale 
that is thus per.3ecuted for the sake of 

hi~ spoils ,vb,v cannot man let this poor 

beast live unmole-,ted in the midst 01 the 

sno,vs an<l ice in which he was born? 

1\IR. BAR OW. 

Yon ought to know enough of the 

world, to be sensible, that the desire of 

gain will te1npt men upon every e,'1,edi­
tio11 . However, in this case you must 

consider, that the \\ bale himself is con­

tinually supported by murdering thou­

sands of herrings and other srnal 1 fish C; 
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no that, were they possessed of reason, 

they would welcome the Europeans ,vho 
came to <lestroy their enemies, as friends 

and uenefa,ctors. 
'l' 0 ?iU,1 Y. 

But pray, sir, ho\\' do the little boys 
amuse themselves in such a dismal coun­

try? do their fathers take the1n out a 
fishing with them? 

MR. BARLOW. 

"
7ben the men co1ne home all C'Overed 

with wet and icicles, and sit down con1-

fortably in their huts to feast u 1 on their 
prey, their comn1on conYersation i~ about 

the dangers and accidents they have met 

with in their expedition. A Grtenlander 
relates, how he bounded over the waves 

to surprise a monstrous seal; how he 

pierced the animal with his harpoon, who 

had liked to have dragged the boat with 

1lim under the wat(\r; how he attacked 

him again in closer co111bat; how the 

beast, e11r,1ged with his "·ou11Cls, rushed 
upon him in order to destroy bin1 \'\.;th 

his teeth ; and bow · n the end) by cou .. 
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rage and perseverance, he triumphed over 
hi~ ad\·ersary, and brought hin1 safe to 
land. All this he relates with the vehe-
111ence and interest which people natu­
rally feel for things ,vhid1 concern the1n 
nearly; he stands in the 1ni<h:t of his 
countryn1en, and describes every minute 
circumstance of his adYentures. The 
little children gather round, and greedily 
catch the relation: they feel thcrnse1Yev 
inte1 ested in every circumstance; they 
hear, and wish to share in the toils and 
glory of their fathers. "'\rhen they arc a 
little bigger, they exercise themsclYes in 
small skiffs, with which they learn to 
overcome the ,vave. K othing can be 
111ore dangerous, or require greater dex te­
l'ity than the management of a Green­
lander's boat. The least thing overset~ 

1 it, and then the 111an, who cannot disen­
gage himself from the boat, which is 
f;1~tened to his middle, sinks down belo\\~ 
the wa\-cs, and is inevitably drowned if 
he cannot regain his balance. The only 
hope of doing this is placed in the proper 
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-application of his oar; and therefore the 
dexterous n1anagernent of this implement 
forms the early study of the young Green-
1anders. In their sporti\'e parties they 
row about in a thousand different n1an-
11ers; they dive under their boats, and 
then set them to rights with their paddle; 
they learn to gli<le over the roughest bi!­
lows1 and face the greatest dangers with 
intrepidity: till in the end they acquire 
sufficient strength and address to fish 
themselves, and to be admitted into the 
class of men. 

HARRY. 

Pray, sir, is this the country where 
n1en travel about upon sledges that are 
drawn by dogs? 

TOMMY. 

Upon sledges drawn by dogs! That 
must be droll indeed. I had no idea that 
dogs could ever draw carriages. 

MR. BARLOW. 

The country you are spec:.king of is 
called Kamtschatka; it is indeed a cold 
and dreary country, but Yery distant fron1 
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Greenland. The inhabitant'i there trai1i 

up large dogs, ,vhich they harness to ~ 

sledge, upon which the n1aster sits, and 

so performs h_is journey along the snow 

and ice. All the su111mer the dogs arc 

turned loose to shift for themselves, and 

prey upon the remains of fish, which they 

find upon the shore or the banks of rivers; 

for fish is the comn1on food of all the in­

habitants. In the winter the Kamtschat­

kans assemble their dogs, and use them 

for the purposes I have n1entioned. They 

ha\·e no reins to govern their dogs, or 

stop the1n in their course; but the driver 

sits upon his sledge, and keeps l1in1self 
as steady as he is able, holding in his 

hand a short stick, which he throws at 

the dogs, if they disple:1se him, and 

c~tches again with great dexterity :is he 

passes. This way of travelling is .not · 

without danger; for the temper of the 

dogs is such, th.at when they descend hills 

and slippe1:y places, and pass through 

~-oods_ w.here the driver is exposed to 

,·oLuHl hinrelf ~vith the branc~1cs and 
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stumps, they al ways quicken their pace. 
The same is ob.;;erved 111 case their nrnster 
should fail off, which they instantly dis­
cover by the sudrlen lightness of the car­
riage; fur then thev set off at such a rate 

~ · ~ 

that it is chffitult to overtake them. The 
only remedy which the J(am tscbatkan 
finds, is to throw hin1self at his length 
11pon rhe ground, and lay hold on the 
empty sledge, suffering himself to be thus 
drao·o·ed alono· tlie earth, ti1l the dobo·s t,t, b 

through we;uiness abate their speed. Fre-
quently in their jou1 ,1ies, these travellers 
are surpnsecl by unexpected storn1s of 
,vincl and snow, which render it jmprac­
ticable to 11roceed farther. How ill would 
an European fare to be thus abandoned, 
at the d:stance perhaps of an hundred 
miles, or 1nore, fron1 any habitable place; 
exposed without shelter in the n1idst of 
extensive plains, an<l unable to p1 ocure 
either food or fire! But the hardy native 
of these cold cliniates, enured fron1 his 
infancy to support difficult.ies, and al111ost 
superior •to the elements, ~eeks the she1-
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ter of the first forest he can find; tl1cn 
·wrapping himself round in his warn1 fur 
garment, he sits with his legs under him, 
and thus bundled up suffers himself to 
be covered round with the sno·n-, except 
a small hole which he leaves for the con­
veniency of breathing. In this manner 
he lies with his dogs around him, "'ho 
assist in keeping him warm, sometimes 
.several days, till the storn1 is past, the 
roads are passable, and he is able to pur­
sue his journey again. 

T02\1MY. 

I could not ba,·e conceived it possible, 
that n1en should be able to struggle with 
so 1nany hardships. But do not the poor 
people that inhabit these cold climates, 
quit them, whenever they can find an 
opportunity, and come tQ settle in those 
that are warmer? 

l\IR. B1\ IlLOW. 

Not in the least. 1Vhen thc-v hear 
" that there are no seals to be caught in 

other countries, they say tbat they must 
• be wretched indeed, and 1nuch inferior 

f 
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to their own. Besides, they have in ge­
neral so great a contempt for all the 
Europeans, that they have no inclination 
to visit the countries ,vhich they inhabit. 

TOM JU Y. 

How can that be? lfow can a parcel of 
wretched, ignorant savages, despise n1en 
that are so much superior to themselves? 

l\lR. BARLOW. 

This is not what they are quite so ,vell 
convinced of. The Greenlanders, for in­
stance, see that the Europeans that visit 
them, are 111uch inferior to themselves in 
the art of 1nanaging a boat or catching 
seals; in short, in every thing which they 
find 1Host useful to support life. For this 
reason they consider them all with very 
great con tempt, and look upon then1 as 
little better than barbarians. 

TOMl\IY. 

That is Yery in1pertinent indeed, and 
I should like to convince them of their 
folly. 

l\IR. BARLOW. 

"\Vhy, do not you look upon yourself 
VOL. II. I 
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as much superior to your black servants, 
and have I not often heard you ex pres"' 
great conte111pt for them? 

TO:\IMY. 

I do not despise thetn now so much as 
I l!Scd to do. Besides, sir, I only think 
n1yself something better becauc,e I have 
been brought up like a gentleman. 

MR. BARLOW. 

A gentleman! I have never exactly 
understood what a gentleman is, accord­
ing to your notions. 

TO!II:UY. 

,r hy, sir, \Vhen a person is not brought 
up to work, and has several people to 
... ,vait upon him, like 111y father and mo• 
t her, then he is a gen tlen1an. 

MR. BA n to,v .. 
And then he has right to despise others, 

has he' 

'tO~D!Y. 
I do not say that, sir, neither. But he 

is, however, superior to them. 
:flIR. BA TI.LO"W. 

Superior 1n \vhat? In the art -0f cu1ti-
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vating the ground t~ raise food, and 

1naking clothes or houses? 

TOM1-IY. 

No, sir, not that; for gentlemen never 

plough the ground or build houses. 

MR. BARLOW. 

Is he then superior in knowledge? 

,v ere you, ,vho have been brought up a · 

gentleman, superior to all the rest of the 

·world when you came here? 

TOMMY. 

To be sure, sir, when I can1e here, I 

d id not know as n1uch as I do no,v. 

MR. BARLOW. 

_ 1 f then you, ,vhen you kne\v nothing 

and could do nothing, thought yourself 

superior to the Test of the world, why 

should you ,vonder that n1en, ,vho Teally 

excel others in those things ,vhich they 

5ee absolutely necessary, should have the 

same good opinion of themselves? Were 

you to be in Greenland, for instance, ho,v 

\\'ould you prove your own superiority 

and importance? 
I 2 
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TOMMY. 

I would tell them that I had ah\·a,s 
been well brought up at home. 

l\I R. BAR LO\V. 

. 

That tbcy ,voulcl not believe; they 
,yould say, that they saw you were to~ 
tJHy unable to do any thiug useful; to 
guide a boat; to swim the seas; to pro­
<.:ure yourself the least sustenance; so 
that you would perish with hunger, if 
they did not charitably ::dlord you now 
~ncJ then a bit of whale or sea1. Aud as 
to your being a gentleman, they would 
11ot understand the word; nor would they 
comprehend, wby one man who is natu­
rally as good as his frllow creature, should 
submit to the caprice of another and obey 
him. 

Indeed, nnswered Tomm:·, I begin to 
t11ink that I am not so n1ucb better than 
others, as I used to do. 

)UL BAR LO'L 

The more yon encourage that thought, 
the n1ore likely yon are to acquitc reaj 
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superiority and excellence; for great and 

generous 111incls arc less exposed to that 

ridiculous vanity than weak and childish 

ones. 

A few evenings after this con \-ersation, 

when the night was re!narkably clear, 

1Ir. Barlow called his two pupils into the 

garclen, where there was a long hollow 

tube suspended upon a fraine. l\Ir. Bar­

low then placed Tommy upon a chair. 

and b:lClc hi111 look through it; which be 

had scarcely clone, when he cried our, 

YVhat an extraordinary sight is thi:-i. 

,rhat is the 111atter? said l\Ir. Barlow. 1 

scr, replied Tommy, what I should take 

for the moon, were it not a great many 

times bigger; and so near to me that f 

can alrno:,t touch it. lVhat yon see, an­

swered 1\Ir. Barlow smiling;, is the moon 

itself. This ghss h:1s indeed the power 

of making it ap~)Car to your eye, as it 

would do, could you approach a great 

deal nearer: hut still it is nothing but 

the n~oon; and fr01n this single cxperi-

1nent you may judge of the different size 
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·which the sun and all the other hca\·enly 
bodies woul<l appear to ha Ye, if you could 
advance a great deal nearer to the1n. 
Tommy ·was delighted with this new 
spectacle: the moon, he said, vie\\·ed in 
this manner, was the n1ost glorious sight 
he had l. \'Cr seen in his life. And I pro­
test, added he, it seems to be shaded in 
such a mat1ner, that it almost resembles 
Janel and water. \Vl~at you say, answered 
l\1r. Barlow·, 1s by no means unreasonable: 
the moon is a very large body, and may 
be, for aught we know, inhabited like th,,. 
earth. Torn mv ,,ras more and rno··c asto-., 
nished at the introduction of all these 
new ideas; but what he was particularly 
jnquisitive about was, to know the reason 
of this extraordinary change in the ap­
pearance o~ objects, only by looking 
through an hollow tube with a bit of glass 
fixed into it. All this, replied i\Ir. Bar­
lo\v, I will, if you desire it, one clay e,­
plai n to you; !Jut it is rather too Jong· 
and diflicult to undertake it at the pre­
~cnt 1nomcnt: when you are a little far .. 
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ther advanced in some of the things which 

you are now studying, you will compre­

hend 111e better. IIowever, before ,vc 

retire to-night, I will show you some:­

thing· n1ore, which will perhaps eq ual1 y 

surprise you. They then returned to tbr. 

house, and l\lr. Barlow, who had prepared 

every thing for his intended exhibition, 

led Tommy into a room; where he ob­

sen·ecl nothing but a lantern upon the 

floor, and a white sheet lnmg- up against 

the wall. Tommy laughed, and said lw 

c]icl not see any thing very curious in ail 

that. ,rell, said l\·Ir. Barlow, perhap~ I 

111ay surprise you yet, before, I lW,T'; 

clone; let us at least light up the lap tern, 

that you may see a little clearer. I\lr. 

Barlow then lighted a lamp, which ,ras 

within the lantern, and extinguished all 

the other candles; and Tommy was in­

'Stan tly struck with astonjshment, to sec 

a gigantic figure of a man leading· alo1,g· 

a large bear, appear upon the wall and 

glide slow 1y along the sheet. As he WGS 

ad1niring this ,vonderful sight, a large 
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n1onkey, dressed up in the habit of a man, 
appeared, and followed the bear; after 
hi1n came an old woman trundling a bar­
row of fruit; and then two boys, who 
however were as big as men, that seemed 
to be fighting as they passed. Tommy 
could hardly find words to express his 
pleasure and admiration; and he entreated 
l\1r. Barlow, in the most earnest n1an11er, 
to explain to him the reason of all these 
wonderful sights. At prcsen t, said lWr. 
Barlow, you are not suf-ticiently acl,·anced 
to comprehend the explanation. How­
C\'er, thus much I ,vill inform you, that 
both the wonderful tube which showecl 
you the moon so much larger than you 
e,·cr saw it before, and this curious exhi­
bition of to-night, and a variety of other.-,, 
which I will hereafter show you, if yon 
desire it, depend entirely upon such a 
little Git of glass as this. l\Ir. Barlow 
then put into his hand a sn1~dl, rountl 
piece of glass, which rescm bled the figure 
of a g·Iobc on both sides: it is 1Jy looking , _ 

through such pieces of glass as this, said 
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he, and by arranging them in a particu Jar 

rnanner, that we are enabled to perfonn 

all these wonders. "\Vell, said Tommy, I 

never could haYe believed, that simply 

1001,ing through a bit of glass could haYe 

·made such a difference in the appearance 

of things. And yet, said 1Ir Barlo,v, 

looking at a thing through water alone, 

is capable of producingthe grea testchange, 

as I will immediately proye to you. lHr. 

Barlow then took a small earthen basin, 

and putting ~n half crown at the bottom, 

desired Tommy gradually to go back, 

still looking at the basin, till he could 

distinguish the piece of n1oney no longer. 

Tommy accordingly retired, and presently 

cried out, that he bad totally lost sight 
• I 

of the money; then, sa1d ~1 r. Barlow, I 

will enable you to see it, merely by put­

ting water into it. So be graduJ1ly poured 

·water ill to the basin, till, to the new asto­

nishment of Tommy, be fonncl that he 

couhl plainly sec tl1e half-crown, which 

was before iuvi::,iblc. Tommy was yastly 

deiightcd with all these w011tkrful expe-

l 5 
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rim en ts> and declared, that from this time 
forward he ,voulcl never rest till he had 

'n1ade himself acquainted with every thing 
curious in every branch of knowledge. I 
remember reading a story, added i\Jr. 
Barlow, where a telescope, for tbat i, the 
name of the glass which brings distant 
objects so much nearer to the eye, was 
11sed to a very excellent purpose indeed. 
l)ray how was that? said Tommy. In 
~on1c p::irt of Africa, said ~Ir. Barlow, there 
was a prince who was atta~kcd by one of 
1,is n1ost powerful nfighbot1rs, and almost 
dri\-cn ont of 11i-; dominion ·. Ile ha<l 
done eYery tl1ing he could to defend hirn­
~cl f with tl1e grc:ttc!:>t 1,,rarery; but ,:as 
c;•:ernowered bv t11c nrn11bers of his cne-; .. , 

my, 2nd tkfR2Jcd in several battles. J\t 
kngth he was red need to a Yery small 
numbc1 o:· braYe men. \\'ho still accom­
panied 1.l irn, ~.nd bad tGkei1 posscssjon of 
a steep ~nd diffic :_dt bdi, which he deter-
1ni1 ed to defend to the last extrcmiry; 
while the ene 11y ,v~s in posse-:,s:on of all 
the country l0~11HL \rhilc he l~y witL 
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his little army in this disagreeable situa ... 

tion, he was visited by an European, 

,vhom he had formerly received and 

treated with the greatest kindness. To 

this man the unfortunate prince made his 

complaints, telling him, that he was ex­

posed e,·ery instant to be attacked by his 

stronger foe; and though he had taken 

his resolution, he expecte<l nothing but 

to be cut off with all his army. The Eu ... 

ropean happened to have with him one 

of these curious glasses, which had not 

been long invented in Europe~ and was· 

totally unknown in that part of the globe; 

and he told the prince, his friend,. that he 

,·ould soon inform him of what his enemy 

was doing; and then he 111ight take his 

own 1ncasurcs \ri th the greater con fidcnce. 

So he produced his glass, and after h,lv­

ing adjusted it, turned it towards the 

enemy·s camp, which he considered some 

time with great attention; and then told 

}1i~ friend, tbat he might at least be easy 

for the present; for the enemy's general­

was at that 11 stant tl inkinp· onlv of ~1. ,, 

.. 
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great feast, which he was giving to the 
oitlcers of his army. I-fo,v is it possible, 
t.eplied the prince, that yon can pretend 
to discover so accurately what is done in 
yonder camp? Jiy eyes, I think, are at 
least as good as yours, and yet the dis­
tance is so great, that I can discover no­
thing distinctly. The European then de­
sired his friend to look through the tele­
scope; which he had no sooner done, 
than he rose in great trepidation, and was 
going to mount his horse; for the spec­
tacle ,ras so new to him, that he imagined 
the enemy were close to him, and that 
nothing remained but to stand upon his 
defence. The European could not help 
:-.rniling at this mistake, and after he had 
with some difficulty remo\'ecl llis panic, 
hy explaining the wonderful po,vers of 
the glass, he prevailed upon him to be 
quiet. But the unexpected terror which 
L1.;; telescope had exsited, inspired him 
with a sudden thought, which he' deter­
mined to jmprove to the advantage of 
rbc IJcsiegnl prince. Acc1uainting him 

I 
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therefore with bis intention, he desired 

him to draw out all his men in their rni-

1it:-iry array, and to let them descend the 

1nountain slowly, clashing their arms and 

waving their swords as they marched. 
fie then mounted an horse and rode to 

the enemy's camp, where he no sooner 

arrived, than he desired to be instantly 

introduced to the general. 1Ie found 

him sitting in his tent, carousing in the 

midst of his officers, and thinking of no­

thing less than an engagement. \Vhen 

be approached, he thus accosted him: I 

am come, great warrior, as a friend, to 

acquaint you with a circumstance that is 

absolutely necessary to the safety of your­

self and army. \Vbat is that? said the 

general, with some surprise. At this in­

tan t replied the European, while you are 

indulging yourself in festivity, the ene­

my, who has lately been reinforced with 

a large body of his most valiant troops, 

is advancing to attack you; and even 

now has almost penetrated to your camp. 

I have here, added he, a wonderful glass~ 
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the composition of which is only known 
jn Europe; and, if you w:11 condescend 
to look through it for •l moment, it will 
convince you that all I say is truth . Sav-v • • 

iug this, he directed his eye to the tdc-
scope, ". hich the general h~d no sooner 
looked into, than be was struck with con­
sternation and affright. 1-:Ie sa ,r the prince, 
w horn he had long considered as l_ving at 
li~s mercy, advaricing with his army in 
.excellent order, and, as he irnagined, close 
to his camp. Ile could c,·en discern the 
menacing air of tbe soldiers, and the 
brandishing of their swords as tbcy mov 1 l 
I-Iis officers, who thronged round him to 
know the cause of his sudden fright, had 
no sooner peeped in to the wonderful glass, 
than they were all affected in the same 
m'1nner. Their heads had been already 
disturbed hy their intemperance; and 
therefore, \' itliout waiting to consult, 
thr,y rushed in a pnn ic m: t of their ten ts, 
lDO"!:lnted their swiftest horses, and fle,.l 
• way, without staying to sec the consn. 
(Jucnces. Tht: rest of the army, who bad 
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seen the consternation of their leaders, 

and had heard that the enemy was ad­

yanci og to destroy them, were struck 

with an equal panic, and instantly fol­

lowed the example: so that the whole 

plain was coverccl with men and horse"i, 

that made all possible haste towards their 

own countl')', without thinking of resist­

ance. Thus was an immense army dis­

persed in an instant, and the besieged 

prince delivered from bis danger, by the 

address and superior knowledge of a 

:-,ingle man. 
Thus vou see, ar1dec1 1\-Ir. Bar1ow, of 

., 

how nn1ch use a superiority of knowledge 

js freq ucn tly capable of n1aking inrli vi­

d uals. But a still more famous instance 

is that of Archimedes, one of the 1nost 

celebrated 1nathematicians of his time. 

I Ie, when the city of Syracuse was be­

sieged by the Romans, defended it for a 

long time, by the surprising machines he 

inYented, in s11ch a manner that they 

hcgap to <}es pair of taking 1t. Do, pray, 

said TommY, tel1 me tlnt storv . 1 To, Hn-., .,; 
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swered !\-Ir. Darlow, it is now time to re­
tire; and you may at any time read all 
the particulars of this extraordinary siege 
in Plutarch's Life of ~:arcellus. 

Ancl now the time apprc;ached, when 
l\i!r. Bariow was accustomed to inYite the 
greater part of the poor of his parish to 

~ an annual dinner. He had a large hall, 
which was almost fill eel ':·ith men, women, 
and children: a cheerful fire blazed in the 
chimney, and a prodigious table was 
placed in the middle for the company to 
dine upon. 1'.I r. Ba rlo,\· liirnscl f rccei vecl 
Ls guests, and conversed with them 
ahout the state of their fi1milics and their 
afi~t;rs. Those that ·were ind11strious, and 
brought their children up to labour, in­
structing then1 in the know ledge of their 
duty, and presen·ing them from bad im­
pressions, were ·ure to meet with bis cn­
courJ.gemcnt and commendations. Those 
that had been ill, he assisted with such 
little necessaries, as t<."ndccl to allc\·iatc 
their pain~, and diffuse a gleam of cheer­
fu 1 ness on.'r their su R-~1 i ng ·. II ow hard, 
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he would say, is the lot of the poor, when 

they are afflicted with sickness! How in­

tolerable do ,ve find the least bodily dis­

order, e,·en though we possess e\'ery con­

Yen ience which can mitigate its violence! 

Not all the dainties which can be col­

lected from all the elements, the warmth 

of 'downy beds and silken couches, the 

attendance of obsequious dependants, are 

capable of 111aking us bear with common 

patience the commonest disease. Ho,v 

pitiaLle then must be the state of a fel­

low-creature, who is at once tortured by 

bodily suffering, and destitute of every 

circumstance which can a1Ieviate it! ,vho 
sees around him a fa1nily that are not 

only incapable of assisting their parent, 

but destined to want the common neces­

saries of life, the moment he intermits his 

daily labours! IIow indispensable then is 

the obligation, which should continually 

impel the rich to exert themselves in as­

sisting their fellow-creatures, and render­

ing that condition of life which we all 

avoid, less dreadful to those who must 

support it always!. 
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Acting from such principles as thesci 
.\Ir. Barlow was the com1non friend of all 
the species. ,vhateYer his fortune would 
allow him to perform, he never ref used 
to all who stood in need of his assistance. 
But there is yet a duty, which he thought 
of more importance than the mer~ <listri­
bu tion of property to the needy-the 
cncouragen1ent of industry and virtue 
among the poor, and giving them juster 
1otions of morals and religion. If we 

have a dog, he would say, we refuse nei­
ther pains nor expense to train him up to 
hunting; if we have an horse, we send 
hi rr to an experi1;nced rider to be bi ttcd; 
but our o,vn species seems to be the only 
;u,.imal which is entirely exempted from 
our care. When be rode about the co11n­
try, he used to cc,nsider with admiration, 
t 1e splendid stables which the great con­
struct for the reception of their horses, 
their ice-houses, tern ples, hermitages, 
grottoes, and all the apparatus of modern 
vanity. All this, he would say, is an un­
equivocal proof that the gentleman lovc­
h irnsclt~ and grudges no expense that 

' lj 

11 
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~an gratify his vanity; but I would no,v 

wish to see what he has done for his fel­

low-creatures, what are the proofs that 
he has g·iven of public spirit or hun1anity; 

the wrongs which he has redressed, the 

miseries he has alleviated, the abuses 

,vhich he has endeavoured to ren1ove. 

\Vben he was told of the stubbornness 

1nd ingratitude of the po-or, he used to 
say, that he believed it without difficulty; 

for they \Vere men in co1nmon with their 
~uperiors, and therefore n1ust share in 

;,Orne of their vices: but if the interests 
of hun1anity were half a·s dear to us as 

the smallest article that pleases our palate 
or flatten, our vanity, \\'C should not so 

easily abandon them in disgust. ~Ir. Bar­

low happened once to be in con1pany with 
a lady, with whom he ,vas upon a footing 

of intimacy, that was talking in this n1an-

11er. N obocly, she said, had greater feel­
ing than herself, or vvas n1ore desirous of 
assisting her fellow-crcatu res. "\Vhen she 
first came into tbe country, she had en­
deavoured to relieve all th~ n1isery she 
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helrd of; she had given victuals to one, 
physic to a second, and clothes to a third; 
but she had met with so much ill-beha­
viour and ingratitude in return, that she 
had long been obliged to resign all her 
charitable intentions, and abandon the 
poor to their fate. All the company as­
sen tecl to a doctrine that was so Yery con­
formable to their own practice ancl incli­
nations, and agreed that nothing could 
be more injudicious than any attempts to 
be charitable. Some little time after this 
conversation cards were produced, and­
the lady who had been so eloquent agai u-, t 
the poor, sat down to whist, at which 
she played for several hours with equal 
ignorance and ill- fortune. "rhen the 
party wa~ over she was complaining to 

·l\Tr. Barlow of her losses, and added, that 
she scarcely ever in her life had sitten 
down to cards \\'i th Letter success. I 
wonder, madam, replied l\Ir. Barlow, yon 
do 11ot then give them up entirely. Ala-,'. 
answered the lady, I lrn\·e often made 
this •·csolution; but I ha\·c ne,Tcr had the 

,I 
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courage to keep it. Indeed, 111adam, said 

l\ifr. Barlow, it is impossible you can be 

deficient in courage; and therefore you 

·wrong your own character. You do me 

t oo n1uch honour, said the lady, by your 

good opinion; · but whoever has given 

you this information is deceiYed. I had 

1t only from yourself, rnadain.-From :11e, 

si1;? When did I ever give you such a 

character of mysclf?-J ust now, madam, 

,vhen you declared that upon the bad 

success of half a dozen experiments, you : 

had re sol vcd ne,·cr n1ore to be charitable, 

and ha<l kept the resolution erer since. 

I can hardly conceive that your love of 

cards is so much greater than that of your 

duty and religion; and therefore, In} 

dear madam, I n1ust repeat it, that you 

certainly undervalue your own fortitude.· 

Such were the opinions of l\ir. Barlow 

in respect to the poor; and therefore, in­

stead of widening the distance which 

fortune has placed between one part of 

n1anki nd and another. he was continuallv 
, v 

intent upon bringing the two classes · 
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nearer together. Poverty has in it'"'elf so 
many hardships and disagreeable circum­
stances, that we need not increase their 
n·umber by unnecessary pride and inso .. 
lence. The distinctions of rank n1ay in­
deed be necessary to the government of 
a populous country; but it is for the good 
of the whole, not of indi\·iduals, that they 
can have any just claim to be admitted; 
and therefore a good man ,vill insist upon 
then1 no more than is absolutely necessary 
for that purpose. On the contrary, ·what­
ever may be his rank or importance, he 
,vill plainly prove, by the courtesy and 
benevolence of his manners, that he la­
ments the necessity of his own elev-ation, 
c..nd, instead of wishing to mount still 
hjgher, would ·willingly descend nearer 
to an equality with his fellow-creatures. 

Tommy was very much diverted with 
the ceremonies of this festal day. He 
had lost a gTeat part of his ,vest-Indian 
pride durjng his residence with iHr. Bar­
low, and had contracted 1nany acquaint­
an~€s among the families of the poor. 

,) 
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Aftet· the exa1nple of lvir. Barlo,v, he con­

descended to go about from one to the 

other, and make inquiries about their fa-

1nilics; nor was he a little gratified with 

the extreme respect with ,vhich he found 

himself treated, both upon the account 

of lvir Barlow and the reputation of his 

own liberality. Thus did the n1orning 

pass a way in the 1110s t agreeable and au­

spicious manner; but after dinner an un­

expected incident arrived, which clouded · 

all the merriment of the unfortunate 

Tommy l\.lerton. 

1\1r. Barlow happened to have a Jargt 

1T ewfoundland dog, equally fan1ous for 

his geod-natnre and his love of the water. 

vVith this dog Tommy had long been 

forming an acquaintance; and he used to 

di\·ert hi1nself with throwing sticks into 

the water, which Cresar would instantly 

bring out in his mouth, however great 

111ight be the distance. Tommy had been 

fired with the description of the Kamt­

scl~atkan dogs, and their method of dr:n~­

jng sledges, and meditated an enterprise 
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of this nature upon Cresar. Tbis ,·erv 

<lay, finding himself unusually at leisure, 

he chose for the execution of bis project. 

He therefore furnished himself with somt 

rope and a kitchen chair, ·which he des­

tined for his vehicle instead of a sledge. 

He then inveigled Cresar in to a large 

yard behind the house, and extended the 

chair flat upon the ground, fastened him 

to it with great care and ingenuity. Cre­

sar,, who did not understand the new pur­

pose to which he was going to be applied, 

suffered himself to be harnessed without 

opposition; and Ton1my 1nountecl tri­

umphantly his seat, with a whip in his 

hand, and began his operations. A crowd 

of little boys, the sons of the labourers 

within, now gathered round the young 

gentleman, and by their admiration very 

n1uch increased his ardour to distinguish 

himself. Tommy began to use the com-

111011 expressions which he bad heard 

coachmen practise to their horses, and 

smacked his whip with all the confidence 

of an experienced charioteer. Cxsar 
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1neanwhile, who did not comprehend this 

language, began to be a little impatient, 

and expressed his uneasiness by making 

several bounds, and rearing up like a 

restive horse. This added very 1nuch to 

the diversion of the spectators, and Tom-

111y ,vho considered his honour as mate­

rially concerned in achieving the ad~'en­

'ture, began to gro\V a ~ittle n1ore warm; 

and proceeded from one experiment to 

~nother, at length applied a prctt}~ severe 

Jash to the hinder part of his stcc~L This 

c~sar resented so much, that he instantly 

·~et off at three quarters speed, and drag­

ged t~1e chair, "-ith the driver upon it, at 

·a prodigious rn.tc. Tommy now looked 

roun<l with an infinite air of triumi)h, ~nd 

·kept his seat with surprising; address and 

firn1ness. Unfortnnately, there bappenrd 

to be at no great distance a large horse­

Jiond, which '.vent shelving <lown to the 

depth of three or four feet. llither, by 

a kind of natural instinct, the affrightcd 

Cresar ran, w Len be found he could not 

disengage himself from his tormentor; 

VOL. lL. K 



218 THE HISTORY OF 

while Tommy, who now began to repent 

of his success, endeavoured to pacify and 

restrain him. But all his expostulations 

,vere vain; for Cmsar precipitately rushed 

into the pond, and in an instant plunged 

juto the middle, with his charioteer be­

hind him. The crowd of spectators had 

now a fresh subject of diversion; and all 
their respect for master Tommy could 

not hinder then1 fron1 bursting into shouts 

,of derision. The unfortunate hero ,vas 

equa11y discomposed at the unmannerly 

.~xultation of ~1is attendants, and at J?is 
own ticklish ~ituation. But he did not 

long ,vait for the catastrophe of his ad­

;venture; for after a little floundering­

about in the pond, Cresar by a vigorous 

exertion overturned the chair, and Tom­

·my came roughly into the ,vater. To 

~cld to his misfortune, the pond was at 

that time neither ice nor ·water: for a 

sudden thaw had commenced the day be­

fore, accompanied with a copious fall of 

snow. Tommy, therefore, as soon as he 

had recovered his footing, floundered on 

fl 
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through 1nud and water, and pieces of 
floating ice, like so1ne amphibious animal, 
to the shore. Sometimes his feet slipped, 
and down he tumbled; then he struggled 
up again, shaking the ,rater from his hair 
and clothes; now his feet stuck fast in 
the mud, and now by a desperate effort 
he disengaged then1 with the loss of Loth 
his shoes; thus labouring on with infinite 
pain and difficulty, he reached the land. 
The whole troop of spectators were now 
.incapable of stifling their laughter, \\'hich 
broke forth in such redoubled peals, that 
the unfortunate bero was irritated to an 
extreme of rage; so that forgetting bis 
own sufferings and necessities, as sooa as 
lie l1ad struggled to the shore, he fell 
upon them in a fury, and dealt his blow·s 
so liberaliy on every side, that he put the 
whole company to flight. Tomm)' was 
now in the situation of a warrior that pur­
sues a routed army. Dismay and terror 
scattered all his little associates an hun-: 
drcd different\'- a:s; \Vl1ile passion and 
reYenge anim· tcd hi1n to the pursuit, and 

K2 
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n1~de him forgetful of the wetness of his 

clothes and the uncomfortableness of his 

situation. "\Vhatever unfortunate boy 

came ,vithin his reach, was sure to be un­

n1ercifnlly cuffed and pommelled; for in 

the fury with xrhich ]1c felt himself in­

spired, he did not wait to consider the 

.exact TL.1es of jl1stice. "\Vhile :f ornrny 

·was thus 1 evengiog the affronts he ima­

gined he had received, and chasing the 

vanquished about the court, the unusual 

nojsc and uproar which ensued, _reached 
the ears of I\1r. Barlow, and brought hi111 
to the door. 1-Ie could hardly help laugh­

jng at the rueful figure of his friend, with 

the ,vater droppiug from eyery part of 
his body in copious streams, and at the 

rage which seemed to animate him in 

spite of bis disaster. It was with some 
difficulty that Tommy could compose 

llimself enough to give 1\tlr. Barlow an 
account of his 111isfortunes; which when 

he ba<l heard, he immediately led hin1 
into the house, and ach·ised him to un­

dress and go to bed. He then brought 
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him some warm, diluting liquors, by which 

111eans he avoided· all the bad effects which 

niight otherwise have arisen from so 

complete a drenching·, 

The next day, ~Ir. Barlow laughed at 

Ton1my in his usual good-natured nrnn­

ner, ~nd asked hi1n if he intended to ride­

out in the Kamtschatkan n1anner; add-­

ing, },owever, that he should be afrairl to 

attend him, as he had the habit of beating 

his companions. Tommy \\~as a 1ittle 

confounded at this insinuati0n, but re­

plied, that he should_ not ha,·e been so 

provoked, if they had not laughcrl at his 

n1isfortunes-; 2.nd he Lhought it Yery bard 

to be wetted and ri✓liculed both. Bnt, 

1·epl1cd Th·lr. Barlow, did their noise or 

laughter do you c:-.ny great damage, th~t 

you endea-rourcd to return it so roughly? 

Tornn1y ans,vered, tliat he must own it 

did not (iO him any hurt, or give hinA 

any pain. ,vhy then, said ~Ir. Barlow, 

I do not &ee the justice of your returning 

it in that manner. But, said Tommy, it 

is so provoking to be laughed at! There 
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:ire two ways of ren1edying that, replied 
1\1 r. Barlow; either by not doing such 
things as will expose you to ridicule, or 
Ly learning to bear it ,vith a little n1ore 
patience. But, said Tommy, I do not 
think tbat any body can bear it "·ith pa­
tience. All the world, said i\-Ir. Barlow, 
are not quite so passionate as you are. It 
is not long ago, that you ,rcre speaking 
of the poor Green1and"'rs with great con­
tempt, and fancying t11em much inferior 
to _yourself; yet those poor barbarians, as 
you called them, that live upon fish and 
aTe not brought 1 p like gentlemen·s sons, 
are capable of giving you a lesson, t1rnt 
·would be of the greatest service if you 
would observe it. ,vhat is that, sir? in­
quired Tommy. They are brought up to 
so much moderation and self-command, 
said ~Jr. Barlow, that they neYer gi,-e 
,vay to those sudden impulses of pa~sion 
that are common an1ong the Europeans; 
and when thev obsen e their Yiolent bc,es-

~ ' 

tu res, their angry words, their coun te-
... uances inflamed with wrath, they feel tor 
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them the greatest contempt, and say, 

they n1ust have been very badly educated. 

As to the1nselves, if any person thinks 

himself ill-used by another, without put~ 

ting himself into any passion upon the 

occasion, he defies his foe to meet hi1n 

::..ta particular time before all their n1u­

tual acquaintance. 
TO:i.\DIY. 

But then I suppose they fight, and 

that is being as passionate as I was. 

MR. :BA RLO"\V. 

I am sorry that you, ,vho pretend to 

ha,·e been so well brought up, should have 

recourse to the example of the Green­

landers 1n or<ler to justify your own con­

duct; but in this case you are n1istaken, 

for the barbari,1ns are a great deal wiser 

than young gentlemen. The person who 

thinks hin1self injured, does indeed chal­

lenge his antagonist; but it is to a Yery 

different sort of con1hat from ,rhat you 
•' 

imagine. Both parties appear at the ap-

pointed time, and each is surrounded 

·with a company of his particular friends. 
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The place \\:here they assemble is generally 
the middle of one of tbeir large huts, 
t hJt all the persons .of thci r society may 
he impartial spectators of their contest. 
,vhen they are thus conYenecl, the cham­
pion, who by agreen1en t is to begin, steps 

-fonrarcl into the middle of the circle, and 
entertains them with a song, or speech 
which he has before meditated. In this 
performance, he generally contri\·e;; to 
throw all tl~e ridicule .he is able upon his 
m1tago11 ist; and his satire is app1aqclcd by 
his oY.rn party, and excites uni\·crsal mer­
riment ~rnong tl1e audience. ,vhen he 
has sung or declaimed himself' out of 
breath, it is the turn of his ri\·al to beg}n; 
who goes on in the same manner, answer­
ing all the satire that has been thro,vn 
upon him, and endeavouring to win the 
Jaughers over to his o,vn side. In this 
manner do the com bat an ts go on, alter-
11atcly reciting their compositions against 
each other, till the memory or i □ Yen tiou 
of one of then1 fails, and he is ob 1 iged to 
yield the Yictory to his ri,·al. After thiS_ 
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public specimen of their ingenuity, the 
two champions generally forget all their 

animosities, and are cordially reconciled. 

1'bis, added f\Ir. Barlow, appears to n1e 

to be a 1i1nch better method of answering 

ridicule than by giving way to passion 

and resentment, and beating those that 

displease us: and one of these honest 

Greenlanders wou·1d be as n1uch ashamed 

of snch a sudden trans1Jort of anger, as 

a K.arntscbatkan triveller wou1cl be, of 

1nanaging his dogs as ill as you did yes­
tercby . 

. And now the time arrived, when Ton1~ 
my was by appointment to go home and 

pend some time \\'ith his parents. ~Ir~ 

·Barlow had been long- afraid of this visit, 

as he knew he woul l meet a · great deal 

• of company there, who would gi,·e hiin 

impre!:>!:>ions• of a very different · nature 

from ,rhat he had ,rith so much assi<luity 

ljecn laboui'ing to excite. However, the 

·i-- i t was unavoi~lablc, , and 1Ir. :i\Jerton 

,. ent so pressing an invitation for 1--Iarry 
· to accompany hi: friend, after havini 

K5 
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obtained the consent of his father, that 

Mr. Barlovv, with much regret, took leave 

of both his pupils. Harry, from the ex­
perience he had formerly acquired of po­

lite life, had no great inclination for the 

expedition; however, his tern per was too 

easy and obliging to raise any objections, 

and the real affection he now entertained 

for master l\1erton, rendered him less 
averse than he would otherwise have been. 
When they arrived at l\1r. 1Vlerton1s, they 

·were introduced into a crowded drawing­
J·oom, full of the n1ost elegant company 
·which that part of the country afforded; 

amm1g whom were several young gentlc­

-inen and ladies of different ages, who had 

been purposely invited to spend thefr 

holidays with master l'/lerton. As soon 

as master Merton entered, every tongue 

was let loose in hi5 praise; he was grown, 

lie was improved, he ,vas such a charm­

j.ng boy; his eye~, his hair, his teeth, his 
every feature was the admiration of all 

the 1adies. Thrice did he make the circle, 

tn order to receive the congratulations of 
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the company, and to be introduced to the 

young ladies. As to Harry, he had the 

good fortune to be taken notice of by 

nobody except I\-Ir. Nierton, who received 

him ·with great cordiality. 1\ lady how­

ever, that sat by l\Irs. ~Ierton, asked her 

in a whisper, which was loud enough to 

be heard all over the roon1, whether that 

·was the little plough-boy \vhich she had 

heard l\'ir. Barlow was atte1npting to breed 

up like a gentle1nan. 1\Irs. l\Ierton an­

swered it was. I protest, said the lady, 

I should ha\·e thought so by his plebeian 

look and vulgar air. But I ,vonder, n1y 

dear n1adam, that you ,vili suffer your 

son, that, without flattery, is one of the 

n1ost accomplished children I ever sa,v 

in 1ny life, with quite the air of fashion, 

to keep such con1pany. Are you uot 

::1.fraid that master l\J erton should insensi­

bly contract bad habits and a grovelling 

,vay of thinking? For 1ny own part, as I 

think a good education is a thing of the 

utrnost consequence in life, I ha Ye sp"red 

no pains to give my dear 1fa.tilda evet"l 
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possible advantage. Indeed, replied l\Irs. 
I\f crton, one may see the excellenee of 
her education in every thing that miss 
1\fatilcla-does. She plays most di vine1y 
upon the harpsichord, talks French ,even 
better than she dces English, and draws 
jn t1Je sty 1e of a master. I ncleecl, I think 
that last figure of the 11ake<l gladiator the 
finest thing I ever sa v.r in my life. 

"\Vhile this conversation was going on 
in one part of the room, a young lady 
observing that nobody seemed to take 
the least notice of I-Iarry, advanced to­
wards him with the greatest affability, 
and began to entei: jnto conversation with 
}1im. This young lady's nan1e was Sim­
n1ons: her father and mother had been 
two of the most respectable people in the 
country, according to the old style of 
£nglish gentry; but having died wbilc 
she was young, the care of her had de­
vol~·ecl upon an uncle, who was a man of 
sense and benevolence, but a very great 
;lnnn o1irist. rrh1s gentleman had such 
pecufou ideas of female character, tha,t 
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h<t wao·ed war \\'ith most of the IJolite 
..::, 

and 111odern accomplishments. As one· 

of the first blessings of life, :iccording to 

his notions, was health, he endeavoured, 

to pre\·ent that sickly delicacy, which is 

considerecl as so great an ornament in 

fashionable life, by a n1ore robust and 

bardy education. His niece was accus­

tomed, from her earliest years, to plunge 

into the cold bath at e\·ery season of the 

year, to rise by candle-light in winter, to 

ride a dozen miles upon a trotting horse; 

or to walk as many, even with the hazard 

of being splashed or soiling her clothes. 

By this mode of education miss Sukey, 

for so she had the n1isfortune to be named, 

acquired an excellent character, accom­

panied ho\'.ever with some dispositions, 

vhich disqualified her almost as much as 

Harry for fashionable life. She was ac~ 

<1uainted with all the best authors in our 

own language, nor was she ignorant of 

those in French; although she could not 

5pcak a word of the language. Iler uncle, 

who WJ.S a man of sense and knowledge, 
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had besides instructed her in several parts 

of knowledge , ·which rarely fall to the 

lot of ladies; such as the established laws 

of nature and a small degree of geometry. 

She lvas, besides, brought up to every 

species of household employment, which 

is now exploded by ladies in e\·ery rank 

and station, as mean and vulgar; and 

taught to believe, that domestic economy 

is a point of the utmost consequence to 
every woman that intends to be a ·wife or 

n1other. As to n1usic, though miss Sim­

:rnons had a very agreeable voice, and 

could sing several simple songs in a very 

pleasing manner, she was entirely ignorant 

of it; her uncle used to say, that human 

life is ·not long enough to throw away so 

n1ncb time upon the science of making a 

11oise. Nor ,vou 1d be permit her to learn 

French, although he understood it hi111-
se1f; women, he thought, are not birds 
of p:1ssJge, that are to be eterna1ly chang-

1 ng their place of abode. 1 have ne\·er 
~een any good, would he say, from the 
importation of fore jgn manners; every 
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virtue may be learned and practised at 

11ome; and it is only because we do not 

choose to have either virtue or religion 

among us, tha.t so many adventurers are 

yearly sent out to sn1uggle foreign graces. 

As to various languages, I do not see the 

necessity of them for a w01nan. ify niece 

is to 111arry an Englisl1111an, and to Ii ve in 

England. To what purpose then should 

I labour to take off the difficulty of con­

versing with foreigners, and to pro111otc 

her intercourse ,vith barbers, valets, 

dancing-masters, and adventurers of every 

<lescription, that are continually doing us 

the honour to come amongst us? As to 

the French nation, I know and esteen1 it 

on many accounts; but I an1 very doubt­

ful whether the English will ever gain 

rnuch by adopting either their n1anners 

or their government; and when respect­

able foreigners choose to visit us, I see no 

reason why they should not take the 

trouble of learning the language of the 

country. · 

Such had been the education of miss 
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Simmons, wJ10 was the · onl v one of ail 
the genteel company at l\I r. :\1erton ·s 
that thought llarry descrying the leas~ 
attention. This young lady, who pos­
sessed an uncommon degree of !1atural 
benevolence of character, came up to him, 
and addressed him 111 such a 111anncr a3-
set bi:11 perfectly at his ease. Harry ,va·, 
destitute of the artificial o-races of societv · b ,l J 

but he possessecl that natural politeness 
an<l good-nature, without which all arti­
ffrial graces are the most disgusting things 
in the world. I-Iarry had an understand­
ing naturally strong; and 11 r. Barlow, 
while he had with the greatest care pre­
served hi.m from all false impres~ious, had 
.taken great pleasure 111 culti\:ating the 
faculties of his mind. liarry indeed ne,·er 
said any of those brilliant things which 
re nder a boy the darling of the ladies; 
he had not t bat vi vaci ty1 or rather i rn pcr­
•tinence, which frequently passes for wit 
with su pcrficial people: but he paid the 
greatest attention to what was said to 
him, and made the most judicious ob ·er-
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vations upon snhjects he understood. For 

this reason, n1iss Simmons, although much 

older and more irnproYecl, received great 

satisfaction from conversing with him, 

and thought little Harry infinitely more 

agreeable and judicious than any of the 

smart young gentlemen she had hitherto 

s~en at I\-1 r. I\f erton's. 
But now the company was snn1rnonccl 

to the i rn portan t business of dinner. 

liarry could not help sighing, when he 

reflected upon \\. hat he had to undergo; 

howe\cr, he determined to hear it with 

a1l inwgin,1blc fortitude for the sake of 

his friend Tomrnv. Tl e dinner indeed 
V 

was, if possible, n1ore dreadful than any 

thing he had befure undergone; so 1na11y 

fine gen1 lemen and fine ladies; so 111a11y 

powd_ered ser\'ants to stand behind their 

chairs; such an apparatus of dishes that 

. Ilarry had never lasted before, and that 

almo:,t made him sick when he did taste; 

so many remo\·cs; such porn p and so­

lcm nity about what seemed the easiest 

thiHg in tbe world; that llarry could not 
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help envying the condition of his father's 
labourers, who, when they are hungry, 
can sit at their ease under an hedge, and 

nrnke a dinner, without plates, table­

cloths, or compliments. In the 1~1ean 
time, his friend Tom my was received amid 

the circle of the ladies, and attended to 

as a prodigy of wi~ and ingenuity. Harry 
could not help be1ng surprised at this; 

his affection for his fi iend was totaHy 

unmixed with the n1eanness of jea1cusy, 

and he rceei\·ed the ~incercst pleasure 

from every improvement which Tommy 
had made; however, he had never disco­

·vered in him any of those surprising ta-

lents, and when he could catch any thing 

that Tommy said, it appeared to him ra­

ther inferior to bis usual method of con­

versation: howe\'er, as so many fine ladies 

were of a different opinion, he took it for 

granted that he must be 111istaken. But 

if .Harry's opinion of his friend's abilities 

,vas not much improved by this exhibi­

tion, it was not so with Tommy. The 

reoeatccl assu1 ances ·which be recei •;er . .. 
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that he was indeed a little prodigy, be­

gan to convince him that he really was 

so. ,vhen he considered the company 

he came from, he found that infinite in­

justice had been done to his _n1erit; for 

at l\!Ir. Barlow's he was frequently contra­

dicted, an<l obliged to gi\'e a reason for 

what he said; but here, in order to he 

ad1nired, he had nothing to do but talk; 

whether he had any n1ean i ng or not, his 

auditors always found citbcr ,vit, or sense, 

or a most entertaining sprightliness in all 

l1e said. Nor was Ivlrs. l\lerton herself 

deficient in bestowing 111arks of admira­

tion upon her son. To see him before 

improve in health, in understanding, in 

virtue, had given her a pleasurable sensa­

tion, for she was by no n1eans destitute 

of good dispositions; but to see him shine 

"ith such transcendent brightness, before 

such excellent judges ancl in so polite a 

company, inspired her with raptures she 

had never felt before. Indeed, in conse­

quence of this success, the young gentle-

111an1s volubility improved so n1ucb, that, 
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before the dinner '"~~ts over, he sccme(I 
disposed to Cilgross the whole conYersa­
tion to himself; and 1\Ir. !tierton, who· 
did not quite relish the sallies of his son 
so much as his wife, was once or twice 
obliged to interpose and check him in his. 
career. Tbis ~\lrs. !\lerton thought Yery 
hard, and a11 the ladies, ~f'ter they had 
retired 111 to t1,e c1 ra wing-room,. agreed, 
that 11is father would certainly spoil hi3 
temper by sucJ1 improper contradiction~ 
As to littie liarry, be had not the good 
fortune to please the greater number of 
the ladies; they observed that he \\'a;:, 
awkward and ungenteel,. and had an 
heavy clownish look; be was also si'lent 
and rc. 'erYed, and had riot said a single 
agreeable thing: if l\rir. Barlow chose to 
keep a school for carters and threshers) 
nobody wou1d hinder him; but it was 
not proper to introduce such \·tdgar people 
to the sons of persons of fashion. It was 
t-.hercfore agreed, that l\Ir. Barlow ought 
cit11er to send little IIarrv home t0 hi1. 

•' 

friends, or "'to be no more honoured witl:. 
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· the company cf niaster l\lcrton. Indeed, 
:one of the ladies hinted that l\ir. Barlo\V 
-himself was but an odd kind of man, that 
never ,°\·ent to assemblies, and played 
upon po kind of instrun1ent. lVhy, an­
swered :,,r rs. l\ferton, to tell the truth, I 
:was not oYer fond of the scheme; l\ifr. 
Birlow, to be sure, though a ,·cry good, 
is a ,·ery odd kind of man; howe,·er, as 
he is so disinterested, and ,voulcl ncYer 
rccci\·e the least prese·nt from us, I doubt 
,.v 1 ether, we cou Id with propriety insist 
·upon his turning little Sandford out of 

.the house. lf tlrnt js the case, madam, 
answered IVIrs. Gompton, .for that ,ras the 
name of the lady, I think it would be in­
fini tc 1y better to remove master lWerton, 
and place him in some polite seminary; 
,vhcre lie might acquire a knowledge of 
the world, and 111ake genteel connexions. 
This wi!l be llways tbe greate-st advantage 
to a young gentlcn1an, and will prove of 
the most cssen t ial sen ice to hi111 in life. 
Ji'or thongh a person has all the merit in 
:the 1.v01·ld, without such acquaintance it 
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never ,vill push hi1n fon,vai d, or enable 
him to n1ake a figute. This is the plan 
which I have always pursued with Au­
gustus and l\tiatilda; I think I may say, 
not entirely without success; for they 
have both the good fortune to have 
formed the most brilliant acouaintances. 

J. 

As to Augustus, he is so intim::ite with 
young lord Squander, ,vbo you know i~ 
possessed of the greatest parliamentary 
interest, that I think his fortune is as 
good as 1nade. :rv1iss Simn1ons, who \'i.'as 
present at this refined and wise conversa­
tion, could not help looking with so much 
sig;nificance at this mention of lord Sqnan~ 
der, that iirs. Compton coloured a little, 
and asked with some warmth, Ydierher 
she knew any thing of that young noble­
nian. "\Vhy, mad::im, answered the young 
lady, what I know is very little; but if 
you desire n1e to inform yon, it is my 
duty to speak tbe truth. Oh! to be sure, 
111iss, replied l\f rs. Compton, a little an­
grily; we al1 know that your judgment 
and knowledge of the world are s.uperior 
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to what any body else can boast; and 
therefore, I shall be infinitely obliged to 
you for any information you may be 
pleased to give. Indeed, madam, answered , 
the young lady, I have very little of 
either to boast, nor am I personally ac­
quainted with the nobleman you are talk­
ing of; but I have a cousin, a very good 
boy, that is at the same public school 
,vith his lordship, who has given me such 
a character of him as does not 1nuch pre­
possess me in his favour.-.And what 
nJay this wise cousin of yours have said 
of l1is lordship ?-Only, mada·m, that he 
is one of the worst boys in the whole 
school: that he has neither genius, nor 
application for any thing that becomes 
his rank and situation: that he has no 
taste for any thing but gaming, horse­
racing, and the most con tern ptibl~ amuse­
ments: that th9t1gh his allowance is ~o 
large, he is etcrna1ly running in debt with 
every body that will trust him; and that 
he has broken his " -ord so often, that no .. 
boc~y has -the least confidence -in what he 
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sa,ys. Ade.led to this, I hav , heard th.it 
he is so haughty, tyrannical, and o,·cr­
bearing, that nobody can long preserre 
bis friendship, without the meanest flat­
tery and subservience to all his T,•icious 
inclinations. And to finish a.ll, that be is 
of so ungrateful a temper, that he was 
never known to do an act of kindness to 
any 011e, or to care about any thing but 
himself-Here miss -1\Iatilda could 11ot 

·help interposing with warmth: she said, 
that his lordship had nothing in his cha­
racter 01: rnanners that did 11r>t pe1 fc-ctly 
become a nobleman of the most elevated 
soul. Little, gro\·elling minds, i nclecd, 
:whic_h arc always envious .of their supe­
riors, mi6 ht gh·e a disag;•reahle turn to 
rthe generous openness-of this yonng no-

. bleman's temper. That as to gah1ing and 
·runnillg in debt, thC'y were so essential 
to a man of fashion, that nobody who 
,was not born in the city, and oppressell 
by city prejuclicc ··, ,,.·ould think of making 
the least objection tt) them. '. She then 
lnadc a pncgyric upon his -lordship·~ per .. 
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son, his elegant taste in dress, his ne,v 
phaeton, his entertaining conversation, 

.his extraordinary performance upon the 
violin; and concluded that, with such 
abilities and accomplishments, she did 
not doubt of one day seeing him at the 
head of the nation. 1\iiiss Si1nmons had 
110 desire of pushing the conversation any 
farther, and the rest of the company 
coming in to tea, the disquisition about 
lord Squander finished. After tea, seve­
ral of the young ladies were desired to 
amuse the company ,vith music and sing­
ing: among the rest, miss Sim1nons sang 
a little Scotch song, called Lochaber, in 
so artless, but sweet and pathetic a man­
ner, that little Harry listened almost with 
tears in his eyes, though several of the 
other young ladies, by their significant 
looks and gestures, treated it with inef­
fable contempt. After this miss Matilda, 
who was allowed to be a perfect mistress 
of n1usic, played and sang several cele­
brated Italian airs. But as they were in 
a language totally unintelligible to him, 

VOL. II. L 
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Iiarry received very little pleasure, though 

all the rest of the company were in rap­

tures. She then proceeded to play seve­

ral pieces of 111usic, ,vhich lvere allowed 

by all connoisseurs to require infinite skill 

to execute. The audience seemed all de­

lighted, and either felt, or pretended to 

feel, i11expr.essible pleasure; even To1nmy 

himself, though he did not know one 

note from another, had caught so 111uch 

of the general enthusiasm, that he 4p­

plaudecl as loud as the rest of the com­

pany: but Harry, whose temper was not 

quite so pliable, could not conceal the 

intolerable weariness that overpowered 

his sens~s during this long exhibition. 

Ile gaped, he yawned, he stretched, he 

eYen pinched himself, in order to keep 

his attention a1i,·e, but all iu vain; the 

niore n1iss l\lati1da exercised her skill in 

playing pieces of the most difficult exe­

cution, the more did Harry's propensity 

to drowsiness increase. At length, the 

lateness of the hour, which much ex­

ceeded Harry's time of going to bed, con ... 
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spiring ,vith the opiate charms of music, 
he could resist no longer, but insensibly 

fell back upon his chair, fast asleep. This 

unfortunate accident was soon remarked 
by the rest of the company, and con­

firmed them very 1nuch in the opinion 

they had conceived of Harry's vulgarity; 

while he, in the n1ean time, enjoyed the 
n1ost placid slumber, ,vhich was not dis­

sipated till miss l\!Iatilda had desisted 
from playing. 

Thus was the first day past at Mr. 
l\'Ierton's, very little to the satisfaction 

of Harry; the next, and the next after, 

,vas only a repetition of the san1e scene. 
The little gentry, ,vhose tastes and man­
ners were totally different from his, had 
no,v imbibed a perfect contempt for 
Harry, and it ,vas with great difficulty 

that they would condescend to treat him 
even with common civility. In this laud­

able behaviour they ,vere very much con­

firmed by master Compton and master 
Mash. Master Compton ,vas reckoned 

a. very genteel boy, though all his gen-
L ~ 
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tility consisted in a pair of buckles so big 

that they almost crippled him, in a slen­

der, en1aciated figure, and a look of con,­

summate impudence. He had almost 

finished his education at a public school, 

,vhere he had learned every vice and fo11y 

,vhich is commonly taught at su'ch places, 

without the least improvement either of 

his character or his understanding. l\iias~ 

ter l\Iash was the son of a neighbouring 

gentleman who had considerably impaired 

his fortune by an inordinate love of horse­

racing. Having been from his infancy 

accustomed to no other conversation than 

about winning and losing 111oney, he had 

acquired the idea that to bet succ~ssfully 

,vas the summit of all human ambition. 

He had been almost brought up in the 

stable, and therefore had imbibed the 

greatest inte-rest about horses; not from 

any real affection for that noble animal, 

but 1nere1y because he considered them 

as engines for the winning of n1oney. He 
!oo was now improving his talents by a 

public education, and longed impatiently 
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for the tin1e ,vhen he should be set free 

fron1 all restraint, and allowed to display 

the superiority of his genius at Ascot 

and Newmarket. These two young gen­

tlen1en had conceived the n1ost violent 

dislike to Harry, and lost no occasion of 

saying or doing every thing they had in 

their power to n1ortify him. To Tommy 

they were in the contrary extreme, and 

omitted no opportunity of rendering 

themselves agreeable. Nor was it long 

before their forward, vivacious n1anners, _ 

accompanied with a knowledge of many 

of those gay scenes which acted forcibly 

upon Tommy's in1agination, began to 

render their conversation highly agree­

able. They talked to him about public 

diversions, about celebrated actresses, 

about parties of pleasure and parties of 

n1ischicf. Ton1my began to feel himself 

introduced to a new train of ideas and a 

"'ider range of conduct; he began to 

long for the ti1ne when he should share 

in the glories of robbing orchards, or in­

sulting passengers, with impunity; but 

,vhen he heard that little boys, scarcely 
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bigger than himself, had often joined in 

the glorious project of forming open re­

bellions against their n1asters, or of dis­

turbing aw hole audience at a playhouse, 

he panted for the time when he might 

have a chance of sharing in the fame of 

such achievements. By degrees he 1ost 
all regard for l\Ir. Barlow, and al} affec­

tion for his friend Harry: at firs( indeed, 

he ,vas shocked at hearing l\Ir. Barlo,v 

n1entionecl with disrespect; but, becom­

ing by degrees more callous to every good 
impression, he at last took infinite plea­
sure in seeing master l\Iash, who, though 
destitute of either wit or genius, had a 

great taste for mimicry, take off the par­
son in the 1niddle of his sern1011. Ilarry 

perceived and lamented this change in 
the manners of his friend; he sometimes 

took the liberty of remonstrating with 
hi1n upon the subject, but was only an­
swered with a contemptuous sneer; and 

master l\fash, who happened once to be 

present, told him that he was a n10nstrous 

bore. 

It happened that while J-Iarry was at 
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l\iir. l\Ierton ·s, there was a troop of stroll• 

ing players at a neighbouring town. In 
order to divert the young gentry, l\Ir. 

l\Ierton contrived that they should n1ake 

a party to see a play. They ,vent accord­

ingly, and Harry with the rest. T01nmy, 

,vho now no longer condescended to ta_ke 

any notice of his friend, w·as seated be­

tween his two inseparable companions. 

These young gentlen1en first began to 

give specimens of their politeness by 

throwing nuts and orange-peel upon the 

stage; and Tommy, who was resolved to 

profit by such excellent example, threw 

nuts an<l orange-peel ·with infinite satis­

faction. As soon as the curtain drew up, 

and the actors appeared, all the rest of 

the audience observed a decent silence; 

but l\Iash and Compton, who were no,v 

determined to prove the superiority of 

their n1anners, began to talk so loud, and 

1nake so much noise, that it was impossi­

ble for any one near them to hear a word 

of the play. This also seemed amazingly 

fine to Tommy; and he too talke<l and 
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laughed as loud as the rest. The subject 
of their conversation was the audience 
and the performers; neither of which 
these polite young gentlemen found bear­
able. The company was chiefly composed 
of the tradesmen of the town, and the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring country: 
this was a sufficient reason for these re­
fined young gentlemen to speak of them 
,vith the 1nost insufferable contempt. 
Every circumstance of their dress and 
appearance was criticised with such a 
n1inuteness of attention, that Harry, who 
sat near, and very much against his in­
clination was witness to all that passed, 
began to imagine that his companions, 
instead of being brought up like the sons 
of gentle1nen, had only studied under bar­
bers and tailors; such amazing knowledge 
did they display in the history of buckles, 
buttons, and dressing of hair. As to the 
poor performers, they found them totally 
undesen·ing mercy; they ,vere so shock­
ingly awkward, so ill drest, so low-lived, 
and such detestable creatures, that it was 
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in1possible to bear them ,vith any patience. 

]\,laster l\Iash, who prided hin1self upon 

being a young gentleman of great spirit, 

,vas of opinion that they should kick up 

a riot and demolish all the scenery; T01n-

1ny, indeed, did not very ,vell understand 

,vhat the expression meaned, but he was 

so intimately persuaded of the 111erit and 

genius of his companions, that he agreed 

that it ·would be the properest thing in 

the world; and the proposal was accord­

ingly made to the rest of the young gen­

t1emen. But I-:Iarry, ,v ho had been silent 

all the time, could not he] p remonstrating 

at what appeared to hin1 the greatest 

cruelty and injustice. These poor pe.opl~, 

said he, are doing all they can to enter­

tain us; is it not very unkind to treat 

them in return with scorn and contempt? 

If they could act better, even as well as 

those fine people you talk of in London, 

would they not willingly do it; and there­

fore why should we be angry at them for 

what they cannot he1 i-'? And as to en t­

ting the scenes to pieces, or doing the 
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house any damage, h::i\·c we any more 
right to attempt it, than they would have 
to come into your father·s dining-rootn 
and break the dishes to pieces, because 
they did not li kc tbe dinner ?-"\Vhile ,vc 
are here let us behave ,vith good manners; 
and if we do not like their acting, it is 
our own faults if ever we come to see 
them again. This method of reasoning 
,vas not mucb relished by those to whom 
it was addressed, and it is uncertain how 
far they 1nigh t have proceeded, bad not 
a decent, plain-looking man, ,\·ho had 
been long disturbed with the noise of 
these young gentry, at length taken the 
liberty of t.xpostulating with them upou 
the subject. This freedom, or i111perti­
nence, as it was termed Ly master l\Iash, 
was ans\\'ered by bim with so 1nuch 1 udc-
11ess, that the man, who was a neigbbour-
1ng farmer, \\'as obliged to reply in an 
higher strain. Thus did the altercation 
inc1ea"e e\·ery minute, till master ::\,Jash, 
who thought it an unpardonable affront 
that any one in an inferior station should 
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presume to think or feel for himself, so 

far lost all cotnmand of his temper as to 

call the man a blackguard, and strike him 

upon the face. But the farmer, who pos­

sessed great strength and equal resolu­

tion, very deliberately laid hold of the 

young gentleman who 11ad offered hi1n 

the insult, and, without the smallest exer­

tion, laid him sprawling upon the ground, 

at his full length under the benches, and 

setting his feet upon his body, told hirn 

that since he did not know how to sit 

quiet at a play, he would have the honour 

of teaching him to lie; aud tl1at if he 

offered to stir, he would trample him to 

pieces, a threat which it was very evident 

he could find no difficulty in executing. 

This unexpected incident struck an uni­

versal damp over the spirits of the little 

gentry; and even master l\Iash himself 

so far forgot his dignity, as to supplicate 

in a very suumissive manner for a release~ 

in this he was joined by all his compa­

nions, and Harry mnong the rest. vY el1, 

said the farmer, I should neYer have 
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thought that a parcel of young gentlemen, 
as you call yourseh·es, would come into 
public to behave with so much rudeness; 
I an1 sure that there is ne'er a plough-boy 
at my house, but what would ha Ye shown 
1nore sense and manners: but since you 
arc sorry for \vhat has happened, I ain 
very willing to make an end of the affair; 
1nore especially for the sake of this little 
n1aster here, who has behaved with so 
n1uch propriety, that I am sure he is a 
better gentleman than any of you, though 
he is not dressed so much like a monkey 
or a barber. "\Vith these words he suf­
fered the crest-fallen l\Iash to rise, who 
crept from his place of confinement, with 
looks infinitely n10re expressi,·c of mild­
ness than he had brought with him: nor 
,vas the lesson lost upon the rest, for they 
behaved with the greatest decency during 
a1l the rest of the exhibition. I-Iowever, 
master l\:lash's courage began to rise as 
he went hon1e, and found himself farther 
from his formidable farmer; for he as­
sured his companions, that if it had not 
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been so vulgar a fello\V, he would cer-

tainly call hin1 out and pistol hi1n. 

The next day at dinner, l\Ir. 11erton 

and the ladies, ,vho had not accompanied 

the young gentlen1en to the play, nor 

had yet heard of the misfortune which 

had ensued, ,vere very inquisitive about 

the preceding night's entertainn1ent. The 

young people agreed that the perforn1ers 

,vere detestable, but that the play was a 

charming piece, full of wit and sentiment, 

and extremely i:nproving: this play was 

cal led The 1farriage of Figaro, and mas­

ter Compton had informed them, that it 

was amazingly admired by all the people 

of fashion in Lon<lon. But 11r. 1Ierton, 

who had observed that Harry was tota1ly 

silent, at length insisted upon knowing 

his opinion upon the subject. ,vhy, sir,. 

answered Harry, I am very little judge 

of these n1atters, for I never saw a play 

before in my life, and therefore I cannot 

tell whether it was·acted well or ill; but 

as to the play itself, it see111ccl to n1e to 

be full of nothing but cheating and dis-
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simulation, and the people that come in 
and out, do nothing but impose upon each 
other, and lie, and trick, and clecei ve. 
1Vere you or any gentleman to have such 
a parcel of servants, you would think 
them fit for nothing in the ·world; and 
therefore I could not help wondering, 
while the play was acting, that people 
"rould throw away so much of their time 
upon sights that can do the1n no good; 
and send their children and their relations 
to learn fraud and insincerity. l\lr. lvler­
ton smiled at the honest bluntness of 
Harry; but several of the la<lies, who 
had just been expressing an extrava­
gant admiration of this piece, seemed 
to be not a little niortified; however, 
as they could not contradict the charges 
which 1-Iarry had brought against it, 
they thought it more prudent to be 
silent. 

In th~ evening, it was proposed that 
all the Ii ttle gen try should divert them­
selves with cards; and they accordingly 
sat clown to a game which is called com-
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111erce. But IIarry, who was totally ig­

norant of this accornplish111ent, desired to 

be excused ; however, his friend l\Iiss 

Sin1111ons offered to teach him the game, 

,vhich she assured hin1 was so easy, that 

in three 111inutes he would be able to play 

as well as the rest. I:farry, howeYer, still 

continued to refuse, and at length con­

fessed to 1niss Simmons, that he had ex­

pended all his money the <lay before, and 

therefore was unable to furnish the stake 

,vhich the rest deposited. Don't let that 

disturb you, said she, I will put down for 

you with a great deal of pleasure. l\1adam, 

answered Harry, I am very much obliged 

to you, I an1 sure; but l\Ir. Barlow has 

always forbidden me either to receive or 

borrow money of any body, for fear, in 
the one case, I should become mercenary, 

or in the other, <l ishonest; and therefore, 

though there is nobody here, whom I es­

teen1 more than yourself~ I am obliged to 

refuse your offer. Well, replied miss Sim­

n1ons, that need not disturb you, for you 

shall play upon my .i.ccount; and that 
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you n1ay do without any violation of 

your principles. Thus was Harry, though 

,vith some reluctance, induced to sit 

down to c;:uds with the rest. The game, 

indeed, he found no difiiculty in learning, 

but he could not help remarking with 

"~onder, the extreme solicitude which 

appeared in the face of all the players at 

every change of fortune. Even the young 

ladies, all but n1iss Simmons, seemed to 

be equally sensible of the passion of gain­

ing 111oney with the rest; and some of 

them beha,·ecl with a degree of asperity 

which quite astonished him. After seve­

ral changes of fortune, it happened that 

1niss Si1nmons and l{arry were the only 

remaining players ; all the rest, by the 

laws of the game, had forfeited all pre­

tensions to the stake, the property of 

which was clearly vested in these two,. 

and one more deal was ·wanting to decide 

it. But Harry with great politeness rose 

from table, and told n1iss Simmons, that 
as he had only played upon her account, 

he was now no longer wanted, and that 
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the whole undoubtedly belonged to her. 

l\1iss Simmons refused to take it, and 

,vhen she found that Harry ,vas not to be 

jnduced to play any more, she at last 

proposed to hi1n to divide what was left. 

This also Harry declined, _ alleging that 

he had not the least title to any part. But 

miss Simmons, who began to be uneasy at 

the observation which this extraordinary 

contest produced, told Harry that he 

would very n1uch oblige her by taking 

his share of the 1noney, and laying it out 

1n any manner for her that he judged 

best. Upon this condition, answered 

Harry, I will take it; and I think I know 

a method of 1aying it out, which you will 

not entirely disapprove. 
The next day, as soon as breakfast ,vas 

over, Harry disappeared; nor was he come 

back when the company were asse1n­

bled to dinner. At length he came in, 

with a glow of health and exercise upon 

his face, and that disorder of dress which 

is produced by a long expedition. The 

young ladies eyed hin1 with great con ... 
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, tempt, which seemed a little to discon­
cert him; but l\lr. l\Ierton speaking to 
him ,vith great goocl-hun1our, and ma­
king room for him to sit down, Harry 
soon recovered fron1 his confusion. In 
the evening, after a long conversation 
among the young people about public di-

·versions, and plays, and dancers, and ac­
tors, they happened to mention the name 
of a celebrated performer, who at this 
time engaged the whole attention of the 
town. l\Iaster Compton, after expati­
ating with great enthusiasn1 upon the 
subject, added, that nothing was so fa.­
shionable as to make great presents to 
this person, in order to show the taste 
and elegance of the giver. He then pro­
posed, that as so many young gentlemen 
and ladies were here assembled, they 
should set an example which would do 
the1n infinite honour, and prouably be 
followed throughout the kingdom, of 
111aking a little collection among them­
selves to buy a piece of plate, or a gold 
snuff-box, or some other trifle, to ·be pre-
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sen ted in their name. He added, that 

though he could ill spare the n1oney, 

having just laid out six guineas upon a 

new pair of buckles, he would contribute 

a guinea to so excellent a purpose, and 

that master 1'1ash and l\ferton would do 

the same. This proposal was universally 

approved of by all the con1pany; and all, 

but Harry, pron1ised to contribute in pro­

portion to their finances. This n1aster 

1\Iash observing, said, vVell farmer, and 

,vhat will you subscribe? Harry answer­

ed, that upon this occasion he n1ust beg 
to be excused, for he had nothing to 

give. Here is a pretty fellow! answered 
l\Iash; last night we saw hi1n pouch 

thirty shillings of our n1oney, which he 

cheated us out of at con1n1erce, and now 

the little stingy ,vretch ·will not contri­

bute half a crown, where we are giving 

away whole guineas. Upon this, miss 

J\·fatil<la said, in an ironical manner, that 

1naster Harry had always an excellent 

reason to give for his conduct; and she 

did not doubt but he could pro, e to all 
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their satisfaction, that it was more liberal 
to keep his n1oney in his pocket than to 
give it a·way. Harry, who was a little 
11ettled at these reflections, answered, 
that though he ,ras not bound to give 
any reason, he thought he had a very 
good one to give; and that was, that he 
saw· no generosity in thus bestowing 1no­
ney. According to your own account, 
added he, the person yon have been talk­
ing of, gains n1ore than fifty poor fami­
•lies have in the country to maintain then1-
selves; and therefore, if I had any mo­
ney to give away, I should certainly 
give it to those that want it 1nost. \Vith 
these ,vords, Harry went out of the room, 
and the rest of the gentry, after abusing 
him very liberally, sat down to cards. 
But Miss Sin1mons, ,vho imagined that 
there was more in !-Iarry's conduct than 
l1e had explained, excused herself fron1 
cards, and took an opportunity of talk­
ing to hi1n upon the subject. After 
speaking to him with great good-nature, 
she asked him, whether it 111ight not 
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have been better to have contributed 
something along with the rest, than to 
have offended them by so free ·an expo­
sition of his sentiments; even though he 
did not entirely approve of the schen1e. 
Indeed, n1adam, said Harry, this is ·what 
I ,vould gladly have done, but it was to­
tally out of n1y power. How can that 
be, Harry? did you not win the other 
night near thirty shillings? That, madam, 
all belonged to you? and I have already 
disposed of it in your name, in a manner 
that I hope you will not disapprove. 
How is that? answered the young lady 
with some surprise. Madam, said Harry, 
there was a young ·woman that lived 
with n1y father as a servant, and always 
behaved with the greatest honesty and 
carefulness. This you:ag woman had an 
aged father and mother, who for a great 
,vhile were able to maintain themselves 
by their own labour; but at last the poor 
old n1an became too weak to do a day's 
,vork, and his \vife was afflicted with a 
disease they call the palsy. N o·w when 
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this good young ·woman saw that her pa­
rents were in such great distress, she left 
her place and ,vent to live with them, on 
purpose to take care of them ; and she 
works very hard, whenever she can get 
,vork, and fares very hard, in order to 
maintain her parents; and though we 
assist then1 all ,ve can, I know· that some­
times they can hardly get food and 
clothes. Therefore, madam, as you ,vere 
so kind to say, that I should dispose 
of this money for you, I ran over this 
n1orning to these poor people, and gave 
them all the money in your name: and 
I hope you ,vill not be displeased at 
the use I have put it to. Indeed, an-
8Wered the young lady, I am much 
obliged to , you for the good opinion 
you have of me; and the application of it 
does me a great deal of honour : I an1 
only sorry you did not give it in your 
own name. That, replied Harry, I had 
not any right to do; it would have been 
attributing to myself what did not be-
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long to n1e, and equallyinconsistent with 
truth and honesty. In this manner did 
the time pass away at Mr. Merton's, 
while Harry received very little satisfac­
tion from his visit, except in con versing 
,vith 111iss Simmons. The affability and 
good sense of this young lady had en­
tirely gained his confidence. lNhile all 
the other young ladies were continually 
intent upon displaying their talents and 
importance, she alone was simple and un­
affected. But what disgusted Harry n1ore 
than ever wa8, that his refined compa­
nions see1ned to consider themselves, and 
a few of their acquaintance, as the on~y 
beings of any consequence in the ,vorld. 
The 111ost trifling inconvenience, the be­
ing a little too hot, a little too cold, the 
walking a few hundred yards, the ,vait­
ing· a few n1inutes for their dinn~r, the 
having a trifling cold, or a little l1eacl­
ache, were misfortunes so feelingly la­
n1ented, -that he ,vould have imagined 
they were the u1ost tender of the human 

I. 
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. species, had he not observed that they 

considered the sufferings of all below 

them ,vith a profound indifference. If 

the misfortunes of the poor ,vere men­

tioned, he heard of nothing but the inso­

lence and ingratitude of that class of 

people, which seemed to be a sufficient 

excuse for the want of co1nmon humani­

ty. Surely, said Harry to hin1self, there 

cannot be so much difference between 

one hu1nan being and another; or if . 

there is, I should think that part of then1 

the n1ost valuable, which cultivates the 

ground and provides necessaries for all 

the rest: not those, ,vho understand no­

thing but dress, walking with their toes 

out, staring modest people out of coun­

tenance, and jabbering a fe\v words of a 

foreign language. 
But now the attention of all the younger 

part of the company was fixed upon 

1naking preparations for a ball; ,vhich 

Mrs. Merton had determined to give in 

honour of master Tommy's return. The 

,vhole house was now full of milliners, 
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n1antua-makers, ' anJ dancing masters. 
All the young ladies were employed in 
giving directions about their clothes, or 
in practising the steps of different dances. 
Harry no\v, for the first time, uegan to 
comprehend the infinite i1r,portance of 
dress. Even the elderly ladies seemed 
to be as much interested about the affair 
as their daughters; and instead of the 
lessons of conduct and ,visdom which he 
expected to hear, nothing seemed to en1-
ploy their attention a n1oment, but_ 
French trimmings, gauzes, and Italian 
flowers. l\fiss Simmons alone appeared 
to consider the approaching solemnity 
with perfect indifference. Harry had nc:­
ver heard a single word drop from her 

, that expressed either interest or impa­
tience; but he had for some days ob­
served her employed in her roon1, "·ith 
more than common assiduity. At length, 
upon the very day that was destined for 
this important exhibition, she came to 
hi1n with a benevolent smile, and spoke 
to hiin thus: I was so much pleased ·with 
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the account you gave me the other day, 
of that poor young ,voman's duty and af­
fection towards her parents, that I have 
for some time employed myself in pre­
paring for then1 a little present, which I 
shall be obliged to you, master Harry, to 
convey to them. I have unfortunately 
nc,·er learned either to embroider, or to 
paint artificial flo\\'ers; but my good un­
cle has taught me the best employment 
I can make of my hands is to assist those 
tliat cannot assist themselves. Saying 
tl1is she put into his hands a parcel that 
contained some linen and other necessa­
ries for the poor old people; and bade 
him tell them not to forget to call upon 
her uncle, when she was returned home; 
as he was always happy to assist tbe de­
serving and industrious poor. I!arry re­
ceived her present with gratitude, and 
almost with tears of joy; nnd looking up 
in her f..'tcc, imagined that he saw the fea­
tures of one of those angels which he had 
read of in the scriptures: so much does 
real, disinterested beucvoiencc improrc 
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the expression of the human counte­

nance. 
Buf all the rest of the young gentry 

,\·ere employed in cares of a very different , 

nature, the dressing their hair and adorn­

ing their persons. Tommy himself had 
now completely resumed his natural cha­

racter, and thro\vn aside all that he had 

learned du ring his residence with Mr. 
Barlow. He had contracted an infinite 

fondness for a11 those scenes of dissipa­
tion which his ne,v friends daily de­

scribed to him, and began to be con­

vinced, that one of the most important 
things in life is a fashionable dress. In 
this n1ost rational sentiment he had been 

confirmed by ah11ost all the young ladies, 
with w hon1 he had conversed since his 
return home. The distinction of charac­
ter, relative to virtue and understanding, 

which had been with so much pains in­

culcated upon his mind, seemed here to 
be entirely unheeded. No one took the 
trouble of examining the real principles 

or n1otives from which any human being 

M ~ 



268 THE IIJSTORY OF 

acted; \Vhile the most minute attention 
was continually given to what regarded 
1nerely the outside. I-le obsen·ed, that 
the omission of e,·ery duty towards our 
fellow-creatures was not only excused, 
but e,·en to a certain degree admired, 
provided it was joined with a certain fa­
shionable appearance; while the 1110s t 

Perfect })robity or in te 0 Ti rv was men-
.. ' t°' 1,,' ' 

tioned ,vi th coldness or disgtijt, an<l fre-
{fUently with open ri lieu le> if t..iconnect­
ctl ,vith a brilliant appearancL. As to all 
.the common virtues of hie, ~uch as in­
dustry, economy, a punctuality in dis­
charo·ino· our obli 0 ations or keepino· our b o b b 

,vords, thc.se were qualities which were 
treated as fit for nothing but the \1 tilgar. 
lvlr. Barlow, he found, had been utterly 
n1istaken in all the principles w hicl~ he 
had ever inculcated. The human species, 

• said l\Ir. Barlow, can only be supplied 
,vith food and necessaries, by a constant 

:· hssiduity in cultivating the earth and 
providing for their mutual wants. It is 
by labour that every thing is produced; 

C 
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without labour, these fertile fields whicl 

are now adorned with all the luxuriance 

of plenty, would be converted into bar­

ren heaths or impenetrable thickets; 

these n1eadows, the support of a thousand 

herds' of cah¼, be covered with stagna­

ted waters, that ,vould not only render 

them uninhabit~ble by beasts, but corrupt 

the air with pestilential vapours. Even 
• 

these innumerable flocks of sheep, that 

feed along the hills, would disappear 
along with that cultivation, which can 

alone support the~d secure their ex­
istence. For this rea~, would lVIr. Bar~ 

low say, labour is the first and most jn­

dispensable duty of the hnn1an species, 

from ,vhich no one can have a right en­

tirely to withdraw himself. But, how­

c,·er true rn:J;ht be these princip1cs, they 
were so totally inconsitent with the con­

duct and opinions of his new friends, that 
--- it was not poss~ble for Tommy long to 

remember their force. Ile had been near 
· a n1onth with a few young gentlemen 

and laclirs of his own rank, and, instead 
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of their being brought up to produce any 
thing useful, he found that the great ob­
ject of all their knowledge and education 
was only to wast_e, to consume, to de­
stroy, to dissipate what was produced by 
others. I-Ie even found that this inaLility 
to assist either thernsel ves or others, 
see1ned to be a merit up-'on ,vhich every 
one valued himself extremely; so that 
an incli vid ual that could not exist with­
out haYing two attendants to ,vait upon 
him, was superior to him that had 
only one; but ,vas obliged jn turn to 
yield to another that required four. Ancl , 
indeed, this new system seemed much 
111ore easy than the old; for instead of 
giving hin1self any trouLlc about his 
n1anners or understanding, he might 
with safety indulge all his c2prices; give 
,vay to all his passions; be humoursome, 
haughty, unjust, and se1fi:>h to the ex­
treme; he might be ungrateful to hi~ 
friend s, di s9beclie11L to his parents, a 
glutton, an jgnorant blockhead; in short, 
eyery thing which to plain sen se ~ppcar~ 
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1nost frivolous or contemptible, without 

jncurring the least imputation, prO\'ided 

his hair hung fashionably about his ears, 

his buckles were sufficiently large, and 

his politeness unimpeached to the ladies. 

Once, indeed, Harry bad thrown him 

into a disagreeable train of thinking, by 

asking him with great timpEcity, what 

sort of a figure these young gentlemen 

would have nrncle in the arn1y of Leoni­

das, or these young ladies upon a desert 

island, where they \\·on1<l be obliged to 

shift for themsclres. But Tommy had 

lately learued that nothing spoils the face 

1norc than in tense reflection; and there­

fore, as he could not easily resolve the 

question, he wisely determined to for­

get it. 
And now the important e,·ening ap­

proached; the largest room in the house 

was lighted up for the dancers, and all 

the little company assembled. Tommy 

, ·~.s that clay dressed in an unusual style 

of elegance; and had submitted without 

murmuring to be un<ler the bands of an 
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hair-drcs~ei· for two hours. But what 
ga~:e him the greatest satisfaction of all, 
:.r· s an innncnse pair of new buckles, 
\\:hich l\lrs ... Icrton had sent for on pur­
pose to g1 ace the person of her son. Se­
\·eraI minuets were danced, to the great 
admiration of the company; ancl am6ng 
the res t Tommy, who had been practising 
e•,.·er sin ce h~ had been at h0111e, bad the 
honour of exhibiting ,, ith miss Matilda. 
f-Ic indeed began with a certain degree 
of diffidence, but \ras soon inspired with 
a proper degl'ee of confidence by the ap-

. plauses which resounded on every side. 
'\Vhat an elegant little creature! cried 
one lady. "'\Vhat a shape is there! said a 
c:econd. I protest he puts me in mind of 
Vestris himself. Indeed, said a third, 
1\1 rs .. 1\.1 erton is a n1ost happy 111other to 
be posse5Sed of such a son, who wants 
nothin; but an introduction to the world, 
to be one of the 1nost elegant creatures 
jn England, and the most accomplished. 
As soon as Tommy had finished his dance, 

, be led his partner to her scat, w1 th a 
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grace that surprised all the company 

anew; and then with the sweetest con-

descension imaginable, he went fron1 one 

lady to another, to receive the praises 

which they liberally poured out; as if it 

was the greatest action in the world to 

draw one foot behjncl another, and to 

walk on tiptoe. I-Iany, in the mean tin1e, 

had shrouded himself in the most ob­

scure part of the room, and was silently 

gazing upon the scene that passed. He 

knew that his company would give no 

pleasure among the elegant figures that 

engrossed the foremost seats, and felt 

not the least inclination for such an ho­

nour. In this situation he ,vas observed 

by master Compton; who, at the same 

instant, formed a scheme of 111ortifying 

miss Sirnn1ons, whom he did not like, and 

of exposing Harry to the general ridi­

cule. Ile therefore proposed it to ~lash, 

who had partly officiated as 1naster of 

the ceremonies, who agreed to assist 

him, ·with all the readiness of ofticious 

111::1.lice. l\Iaster Mash, therefore, ,vent 
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up to liiss Simmons, and with all the so­
lemnity of respect in\·itecl her out to 
dance: which she, a1tbough indifferent 
about the matter, accepted without hesi­
tation. In the mean time, master Comp­
ton ,vent up to IIarry with the same by­
pocri ti cal civility, and j n 111iss Simmons ·s 
11arne invited him to dance a minuet. It 
,vas in Yain that Harry assured him he 
knew nothing about the matter; his rer-• 
ficlious friend told him, that it was an in­
dispensable cl u ty for him to stand up; 
that miss Simmons \\'Ould ne,·er forgi,·e 
l1irn if lie :,hould ref1tse; that it would be 
suf1icicnt if he could just describe the 
figure, \\'ithout embarrassi11g- himself 
about the steps. In the mean tirnc1, lie 
pointed out mi .~s Simmons, ,rho was ad­
\·ancing towards the. upper encl of the 
room, and tak1ng adn111tagr of his confu­
sion and embarrassment, led hirn forw~nd, 
and placed birn by the young lady·s side. 
Jlarry was not yet acq11ainted with the 
sublime science of imposing upon un­
wary s; rn plic ity, and therefore ne\'cr 
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<louLted tb:it the message had come frotn 

his friend; and as nothing could be n1ore 

repugnant to l_1is character than the want 

of compliance, he thought it necessary at 

least to go and expostulate with her up­

on the subject. This was his intention 

when he suffered himself to be led up 

the room; but his tormentors did not 

give him time, for they placed l1im by 

the side of the young lady, ancl instantly 

called to the n1usic to begin. l\1iss Sim­

mons, in her turn, was equally surprised 

at the partner that was provided for ber; 

she had never imagined minuet-da11cing 

to be one of Barry's accomplishments; 

ancl therefore instantly suspected that 

it \\ as a concerted scheme to mortify 

her. llowc\·er in this she was deter­

mined they shonld be disappointed, ~s 

she was destitute of all pride, and had t11c 

sincerest regard for llarry. As soon, 

therefore, as the 111usic struck llP, the 

young lady bep;an her re, erencc; \\ hic h 

llarry, who found he was no,\· cornpktely 

caught, and ha·l 1-: 0 time for cxplanatio11, -
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imitated as well as he was able, but in 
such a manner as set the ,vho1e room in 

a titter. Harry, however, arming bim­
self with all the fortitude he possessed, 

performed his part as well as could be 
expected from a person that had never 
learned a single step of dancing. By 
keeping his eye fixed upon his partner, 
he made a shift at ]east to preserve some­

thing of the figure, although he was ter­
ribly deficient in the steps and graces of 
the dance. But his partner, who was 

scarcely less embarrassed than himself: 
and wished to shorten the exhibition; 

after crossing once, presented him with 

her hand. Harry i1ad unfortunately not 

rerna1 ked the nature of this mancctiYre 
\Vith perfect accuracy; and therefore ima­
gining that one hand was just as good as 
the other, he offered the young lady his 
left, instead of his right h,n1tL At th1s 
incident, QJl universal peal of merriment, 
which they no longer 1abou red to conceal, 
burst from almost a1 l the com paiiy; and 
miss Simmons wishing at any rate +o 

' .. 
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close the SLene, presente<l her partner 

with both her hands, and abruptly finish­

ed the dance. The unfortunate couple 

then retreated to the lower end of the 

room, amid the jests and sneer5 of their 

companions, particularly l\1ash and Comp­

ton, who assun1cd unusual importance, 

upon the credit of such a brilliant inven­

tion. \Vhcn they ,vere seated, 1niss Sim-

111ons could not help asking 1-farry, with 

some displeasure, why he bad thus ex­

posed himself and her, by attempting 

what he was totally ignorant of; and 

added, that though there was no disgrace 

in not being able to dance, it was very 

great folly to attempt it without having 

learned a single step. Indeed, n1adarn, 

answered Harry, I never should have 

tbonght of trying to do -,vhat I knew 

I was totally ignorant of; but master 

Compton came to me, and told me, that 

yon particularly de:-irecl me to dance with 

you, and leJ me to the other end of the 

room; and I only came to speak to you 

and to inform you that I knew nothing 
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about tlie matter, for fear yot1 s hou Id 
think n1e uncivil; and then the music Le­
gan to play ancl you to dance, so that I 
hacl no o:•portuni t., of spcaki ng; and I 
thought it better to do the best I could, 
than to stand still, or leave you there. 
n1iss Simmons instantlv reco\·ered ber 

,I 

f0rmer good humour, and s·1icl, ,rell, 
I-Iarry, \\'e 2re not the first, nor shall Le 
the last by huuclreds, that ha,·e made a 
1i1 !iculous figure in a ball-room, without 
so good an excw,e. But I am sorry to 
sec so malicious c1 disposition in these 
yot111g gentlemen, and that all their 
knowledge of polite life has not taught 
them a little better manners. ,rhy, ma­
dam, ans,,·cred Harry, since you are so 
good as to talk to me upon the subject, 
I nrns t con f'ess that I ha ,·e been very 
nrnch surpri:,ed .at many tbiugs I ha\·e 
seen nt l\1r. ~!ertc,11·s. All these young 
gent le men and lad ics arc con tin uall y 
t.ilking about genteel life and manners, 
and yet they are frequently doing thin~;s 
which sur1)rise me. J\1 r. Dar lo\\· has al-
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ways told n1e that politeness consisted in 
a disposition to oblige e\·ery body around 
us, and to say or do nothing which can 
gi\·e them disagreeable impressions. Y ct 
I continually see these young gentlemen 
striYing to do and say things, for no 
other reason than to giYe pain. for not 
to go any farther than the present in­
stance, what motive can nrnster Compton 
and 1\Iash have had, Lut to rnortity you 
by gi\'iug· you such a partner? Y 0u, ma­
dam, too, that are so kind and .good to 
e\·ery body, that I should think it im­
possible not to lo\·e you. Ilarry, an­
swered the young lady, wbat you say about 
politene6s is perfectly just. I have heard 
my uncle and many sensible people say 
the same. But in order to acfjuirc this 
species of it, both goodness of heart and 
a just way of thinking are required; and 
there fore many people content themsel vcs 
with aping what they can pick np in the 
dress, or gestures, or cant expressions of 
the higher classc-s: just like the poor ass 
that clrest in the skin of a lion was taken 
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fur the lion himself, till his unfortunate 
braying exposed the cheat. Pray, ma­
dam; what is that story? said IIarry. It 
is a trifling one that I have read, answer­
ed miss Simmons, of sornebodv, that hav-., 

ing procured a lion's skin, fastened it 
round 1he body of an ass, and then turn­
ed him loo:,e, to- the great affright of the 
neighbourhood. Those who s-tw hin1 · 
first, imagined that a monstrous lion ha<l 
invaded the country, and fled with pre­
c1p1tation. Even the very cattle caught 
the panic, ,1ncl were scattered by hun­
dreds oYer the plains. In the n:e~I} time, 
tbc victorious a"s pranced and capered 
along , the fields, and diverted himself 
with running 1fter the fugitives. But at 
length, in the · gaiety of his heart, he 
broke out into such a discordant bray­
ing , as surprised those that were nearest, 
and expected to hear a very different 
noise fro111 uuder the terrible skin. 1\.t 

length a resolute fellow ventured ?Y de­
grees nearer to this object of their terror, 
and discovering the cheat that had been 
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practised upon them, divested the poor 
ass of all his borrowed spoils, and drove 
hi1n away with bis cudgel. 

This story, continued miss Simn1ons, is 
continually coming into my mind, when 
I see any body imagine himself of great 
importance, because he has adopted some 
particular n1ode of dress, or the grin1aces 
of those that call then1selves fashionable 
people. Nor do I ever see n1aster l\Iasb, 
or Compton, without thinking of the 
lion's skin, and expecting every n1oment 
to hear then1 bray. I-Iarry laughed ,·ery 
heartily at this story; but now their at­
tention was called towards the company, 
who had ranged them:,elves by pairs for 
country dancing. l\liss Simn1ons, who 
was Yery fond of this exercise, then ask­

ed I-Jany if he had never practised any of 
these dances. lfa.rry said it had happen­
ed to bim three or four times at home, 
and that he be1icved he should not be 
puzzled about any of the figures. ,v ell 
then, said the young lady, to show ho w 
how little I regard their intended morti-
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· fication, I will stand up, and you shall be 
n1y partner. So they rose, a11d placed 
tbernsekes at the bottom of the whole 
company, according to the laws of danc­
ing, ,vhich appoint that place for tbose 
,rho come last. And now the music be­
gan to strike up in a n1ore joyous strain; 
the little dancers exe1 tecl themselves 
with all their activity, and the exercise 
diffused a glow of health and cheerfulness 
over the faces of the most pale and lan­
guid. Harry exerted l1imself here, with 
1nuch better success than he had lately 
done in the rninuct. lic hacl great com­
mand oyer all his limbs, and wa5 well 
Y-crsed in every play that gives address 
to the body; so that he found no difficul­
ty in practising all tbe varied figures of 
the dances; particularly ,rith the assist­
ance of n1iss Simmons, who explained to 
him every thing that appeared c·mbar­
rassing. But now, by the continuance 
or'the ctrnce, all w1w were at first at tl;e 
upper encl had descended to the bottom; 
where, hi~ the 1 a\, s of th e cl i \ · c rs ion, they 
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ought to have waited quietly, till their 

companions, becoming in their turn up­

permost, ha<l danced down to their for­

mer places. But,. when miss Simmons 

and Harry expected to h~•-ve had their 

just share of the exercise, they found that 
aln1ost all their companions had deserted 

them, and retired to their places. Ilarry 

could not help wondering at this beha­

viour; but n1iss Simmons told him with 

a smile, that it was on 1y of a piece with 

the rest; and that she had often ren1ark­

ecl it at country assemblies, where a11 the 
gentry of a county ·wer~ gathered toge­

ther. This is frequently the way, added 
she, that those who think themselves su­

perior to the rest of the world, choose to 
show their importance. This is a very 

bad way, indeed, replied I-Iarry: people 

111ay choose whether they will dance or 

practise any particular diversion; but if 
they do, they ought to submit to the la\\·s 

ofit, without rcpini11g: and I have al\rays 

obserYec.l among the li ttlc bo) s that I am 

acquainted \rith, that wherc,·cr tl1is di5-,-

I. 
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position p revails it jg the greatest proof 
of a bad and contemptil1le tern fJ er. I an1 
afraid, repliec1 rn iss Sin, 1nons, that yonr 
observations will hold u1!i\·ers2.lly true; 
and that those who eApect so 1nuch for 
themselves, without be>- g ·will ing to con­
sider their fello"'-cre c:. Lures 11 t urn, in 
,vhateYcr station they are fo und, are al­
,vays the 1nost mean} ignonmt, and des­
picable of the species. I rernern ber, said 
Harrv read in o· a stor'-~ of a o-rcat maw J' b J i ::, 1 

called sir Philip Sydney. This gentle-
n1an was reckoned not only the bravest, 
but the politest person i~1 atl England. 
It happened that be ,vas sent oYer the 
sea to assist some of our allies against 
tl1eir enemies. After having distingni~hed 
himself in such a 111anncr as gained hin1 
the love and esteem of all the army, this 
c x cellent man one day recei \·ed a shot, 
vhich broke bis thjgh as he \\·as bravely 

fighting at tbc head of his men. Sir Phr­
li p Sydney felt that he was rnortaHy, 
wounded, and was obliged to turn hi:-. 
h orse's head and retire to his tent; jn or-
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der to have his wound examined. By 
the ti111e that he reached the tent, he not 
only felt great agonies from his wound, 
but the heat of the weather, and the fe­
yer which the pain produced, had e: .. cited 
an intolerable thirst; ,o that he prayed 
his attendants to fetch hin1 a little water. 
\Vi th infinite difficul tv some , rat~r was 

,I 

procured and Grought to him; but, j·1st 
as he was raising the cup to Lis rps, he 
chanced to see a poor Engljsh soldier, 
who had been mortallv wounded in the .., 

same engagement, and by upon tl e 
ground, faint and bleeding, and ready to 
expire. The poor man was suffering like 
his g;eneral, from the pain of a consuming 
thirst; and therefore, though respect pre• 
vented him from asking for any, he turn­
ed bis dyii1g eyes upon .the water, with 
an eagerness which !:,Ufficicn tly explained 
his sufferings. lTpon this, the excellent 
and noble gentleman took the cup, which 
he had not yet tasted, from his lips, and 
gave it to his atte11dants; ordering then1 
to carry it to the wounded soldier, and 

I 
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only saying, " This poor man wants it 
still n1ore than I do." 

This story, added Harry, was always a 
particular fav0urite with ~Ir. Barlow, an<l 
he has often pointed it out to mei as an 
exainple not only of the greatest virtue 
and humanity, but also of that elevated 
method of thinking w·hich constitutes 
the true gentleman. For what is it, I 
have heard him say, that gives a supe1:i­
ority of manners, but the inclination to 
sacrifice our own pleasures and interest 
to the well-being of others? i\n ordinar) 
person might have pitied the poor sol­
dier, or even have assisted him, when he 
had first taken care of himself: but who, 
in such a dreadful extre1nity as the brave 
Sydney was reduced to, would be capable 
of even forgetting his own sufferings to • 
relieve another, that had not acquired 
the generous habit of always slighting his 
own gratifications for the sake of his fel-._ 

low-creatures? As Harry was conversing 
in this manner, the little company had 
1eft off dancing, and were refreshing 

•1· I, 
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t1;icmsclves with a variety of cakes and 
agreeable liquors, which had been pro­
vided for tl1e occasion. To1nmy J\1erton 
and the other young gentlemen were 
now distinguishing themselves by their 
attendance upon t11e ladies, --whom they 
,vere supplying with every thing they 
chose to have; but no one thought it 
worth his while to wait upon miss Sirn­
n1ons. ,v hen I-Iarry observed this, he 
ran to the table, and upon a large waiter 
brought her cakes and lemonade, which 
he presented, if not with a better grace, 
,vith a sincerer desire to oblige than any 
of the rest. But, as he was stooping 
down to offer her the choice, master 
l\lash unluckily passed that ,vay, and, 
elated by the success of his late piece of 
ill-nature, detcrminecl to attempt a se­
cond still 111ore brutal than the first. For 
this reason, just as miss Simmons was 
helping herself to some wine and ,vater, 
l\Iash, pretending to stumble, pushed 
I-Jarry in such a manner, that the greater 
part of the contents of the glasses was 
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discharged full into her bosom. TLe 

young lady coloured at the insult, and 
1-Iarry, who instantly perceived that it 

\Va~ done on purpose, being no longer 
able to contain his indignation, seized a 
glass that was only half emptied, and dis­
charged the contents full into the face of 
the aggressor. l\iash, who was a boy of 
violent passions, exasperated at this reta­
liation, which he so well deserved, in­
stantly catched up a drinking glass, and 
flung it full at the head of Harry. 
Happy was it for him, that it only grazed 
his head without taking the full eftect. 
It however laid bare a considerable gash, 
and Harry was in an instant covered with 
his own blood. This sight only provoked 

him the n1ore, and made him forget both 
the place and company where he was; so 
that flying upon nlash with all the fury 
of just revenge, a dreadful combat ensu­
ed, ·which put the whole room into a con­
sternation. But Mr. l\1erton soon ap­
peared, and with some difficulty sepa­
rated the enraged champions. He then 
inqufred into the subject of the contest 
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r hich master Mash endeavoured to ex­
plain away as an accident. But Harry 
persisted in his account ,vith so 1nuch 
firmness, in which he was corroborated. 
by the testimony of miss Simn1ons, that 
l\fr. l\ferton readily perceived the truth. 
l\ilash however apologized for himself in 
the bestinanner he was able, by saying that 
he had only n1eantto playmasterHarryan 
innocent trick, but that he had uncle~ 
signedly injured n1iss Simmons. What­
ever l\fr. l\1erton felt, he did not say a 
great deal; he, however, endeavoured to 
pacify the enraged combatants, and or­
dered assistance to Harry to bind up the 
,vound, and cle.an him from the blood 
,vhich had no,v disfigured him from head 
to foot. Mrs. Merton in the n1ean time, 
"rho was sitting at the upper end of the 
room a1nidst the other ladies, had seen 
the fray, and been informed that it ,vas 
owing to Harry's throwing a glass of le­
monade in master Mash's face. This 
gave Mrs. Compton an opportunity of in• 

VOL. II. N 
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du1°·ino· herself ao-ain in lonO' invectives 
b b b b 

against Harry, his breeding, family and 

n1an11ers. She neYer, she said, had liked 
the boy, and now he had justified all her 

forebodings upon the subject. Such a lit­
tle vulgar wretch could never have Leen 
witness to any thing but scenes of riot 

and ill-manners; and now he was brawl­

ing and fighting in a gc~1tleman's house, 

just as he would do at one of the public 

houses to which he was used to go with 

his father. ,rllile she was in the 111idst 

of this eloquent harangue, l\Ir. l\Ierton 

came up, and ga\·e a more unprejudiced 

narrati\'e of the affair; he acquitted Har­

ry of all biame, and s~1id, that it was im­

possible, C\'en for the mildest temper in 

the world, to act otherwise upon such 
unmerited provocation. Thio account 
seen1ed wonderfully to turn the scale in 
IIarn·'s fasour · thouo-h miss Simmons 

J ' b 

\\ras no great fo. \·ouri te with the young 
ladies, yet the spirit ancl gallantry which 

he bad discovered in bcr cause began to 
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aL'.t Yery forcibly upon their n1inds. One 
of the young ladies obsen·ed, that if mas­
ter IIarry was better drest, he would cer­
tainly be a Yery pretty boy; another said, 
he had al ,':ays thought that he had a 
iook aborc llis station; and a third re-
1narkcd, th::!t considering he had never 
learned to dance, he had by no n1eans a 
vulgar look. 

This untoward accident having thus 
been amicably settled, the diversions of 
the evening ,vent forward. But lfarry, 
who had now lost all taste for genteel 
1-.'.ompany, took the first opportunit,r 
of retiring to bed; where he soon fell 
asleep, and forgot both the mortification 
and bruises he had received. In the mean t 

time, the little company below found means 
to entertain themselves till pastn1idnight, 
and then retired to their chambers. 

The next morning they rose later than 
usual: and, as several of the young gen­
tlen1en who had been invited to the pre­
ceding evening's diversion, were not to 

"N 2 
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return till after dinner, they agreed to 
take a walk into the country. I-Iarry 
,vent with them as usual, though mas tcr 
1Iash by his n1isrepresen tations had pre-
. ucliced Tommy and all the rest against 
him. But Harry, who was conscious of his 
own innocence, and began to feel the pri<le 
of injured friendship, disdained to gi·ve 
an explanation of his behaviour; since his 
friend was not sufficientlv interested ., 
about the matter to demand one. But 
\Vhile they ,vere slowly ,valking along­
the com1non, they discoT.ered at a dis­
tanee a prodigious crowd of people, that 
were all n1oving forward in the san1e di­
rection. This attracted the curiosity of 
the little troop; and upon inquiry they 
found there was going to be a bull-bait­
ing. Instantly an cager desire seized 
upon all the li ttl~ gen try to see the <li­
Yersion. One obstacle alone presented 
itself, which ·was, that their parents, and 
particularly 1 Ir.s. :O,lerton, had made them 
pron1ise that they ,vould avoid every spe-
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cies of danger. 'This objection ,vas how­

c,·er removed by 1naster Billy Lyddal; 
who observed that there could he no 
danger in the sight, as the bull was to be 

tied fast, and could therefore do tben1 no 

harm. Besides, added he smiling, "'hat 
occasion have they to know that we have 
been at all? I hope we are not such sim­
pletons as to accuse ourselves, or such 
tell-tales as to inform against one an­
other. No! no! no! was the universal 
exclarnmation fro1n all but I-Jarry, wlH"'.1 
had remained profoundly silent upon the 
occasion. 1\Iaster I-Jarry has not said a 

-,vord, said one of the little folks; sure he 
,vill not tell of us. Indeed, said llarry, 
I don't wish to tell of you; but if I am. 
asked ,vhere \VG have been, how can I 
help telling?-\Vhat, answered n1aster 
Lyddal, can't you say that we baYe been 
walking aloeg the road, or acroc,s the 
con11110111 ,vithout n1entioning any tLing; 
farther ?-No, said IIany, that would nG.: 
be speaking truth : bes ides, Lu 11-bai tin6 



is a very cruel and dangerous diversion> 
anJ therefore none of us should go to 
see it; particularly master l\Ierton, whose 
mother loves him so much, and js so care­
ful about him. This speech was not rc­
cei ved with much approbation by those 
to whom it was addressed. A pretty fel­
low, said one, to give himself these airs, 
and pretend to uc wiser than every one 
else !-,v h,it, said master Corn pton, does 
this beggar's brat think he is to govern 
gentlemen's son's, because master l\Ierton 
is so good as to keep company with him? 
-If I were n1aster l\.Ierton, said a third, 
I'd soon send the little impertinentjack­
ana pes home to hig own black guard fa-
1nily .-.And master ~dash, who was the 
biggest and strongest l=oy in the whole 
company, came up to JJarry, and grin­
ning in his face, s:iid, So all the return 
that you make to master l\1crton for his 
goodness to you, is to be a spy and ai 

info1mer, is it, you little dirty Lbck­
guard ;>_ I Jarry, who had long percei rft1

, 
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ancl lamented the coolness of master l\Jer• 
ton towards him, was now much ruore 
grieved to see that his friend was not only 
silent, but seemed to take an i 11-natn reel 
pleasure in these insults, than at the in­
sults themselves which were offered to 
him. However, as soon as the crowd of 
tormentors which surrounded him, would 
give him leave to speak, he coolly an­
swered, that he was as little of a spy and 
informer as any of them; and as to beg­
ging, he thanked God, he wanted as little 
of them, as they did of him: besides, 
added he, were I even reduced so low as 
tlrnt, I should know better how to em­
ploy 1ny time, than to ask charity of any 
one here. 

This sarcastic answer, and the reflec­
tions that were made upon it, had such 
an effect upon the too irritable temper of 
master }Ierton, that in an in,tant, for­
gcttins his former obligati0ns and af­
fection to Hz~rry, he strutted np to him, 
~n:<l dcnch in ~ his 5s t, nskcd hi~n wh ether 
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he meant to insult him? ,veII clone, mas~ 
ter Merton, echoeJ through the whole 
society; thrash him heartily for his impu­
dence. No, master Tommy,· ans\-vered 
Harry, it is you and your friends here 

, 
that insult n1e. "\Vhat, answered Tommy, 
are you a per.son of such consequence, 
that you must not be spoken to? ·You are 
a prodigious fine gentleman indeed.-I 
always thought you one till now, an­
swered liarry.-Ho,v, yon rascal, said 
Tommy, do you say that I am not a 
gentleman?-Take that, and immediately 
struck Harry upon the :face with his fist. 
His fortitude was not proof against this 
treatment; he turned his face a,vay, and 
only said in a low tone of voice, l\Iaster 
Tommy, master Tommy, 1 never should 
have thought it possible you could have 
treated me in this unworthy man·ner : 
then co,·ering his face with both his 
hands, he burst into an agony of crying. 

But the little troop of geutleme11, who 
were vastly delighted with the mor tifica-
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tion ·which Harry had received, and had 

formed a very indifferent opinion of his 

prowess, fron1 the patience which he had 
hitherto exerted, began to gather round, 

and repeat their persecutions. Coward, 

and blackguard, and tell-tale, echoed in 
·a chorus through the circle; and some 
1norc forward than the rest, seized hold 

of bi m by the hair, in order that he 

n1igbt hold up his head, and show his 

pretty face. But Harry, who now began 

to recollect himself, wiped his tears with 

his hands, and looking up, asked the1n 

with a firm tone of voice an<l a steady 

countenance, why they 1nedd1ed with 
him; then s,vinging round, he disen­

gaged himself at once, fron1 all who had 

taken hold of him. The greatest part of 

the company gave back at this question, 

and seemed disposed to leave him unmo­
lested; but master l\,fash, who was the 
n1ost quarrelsome a11d impertinent boy 

p esen t, ad vanccd, and looking at I-Jarry 
,.,i th a con temptuo~1s sneer, said, This i3 

N5 
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