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PREFACE. 

ALL who have been conversant in tne 
education of very young children, have 
complained of the want of proper books 
to be put into their hands, while they 
are taught the elements of reading. I 
have felt this want, in common with 
others, and have been embarrassed how 
to -supply it. The only method I could 
invent, \Vr,s to select such passages of 
different books as were most adapted 
to their experience ancl nnclcrstancling. 



l\' PTIEF_.\.CE. 

I therefore thought that it \Youlcl 
be a valuable present to parents, were 
I to make a selection of such stories 
rrs might interest ·without corrupting 
the minds of children. But more atten
tion to the subject convinced. me, that, 
though such a selection would be highly 
useful, the method was still clefectiYc, 
as the objects would oYenrhelm the 
tender mind of a child by their Yariety 
and number, instead of being intro
duced according to that natural order 
of association, which ·we ought neYcr 
to overlook in early education. I there
fore resolved to proceed a step further, 
and not only to collect suc11 stories as 
I thought adapted to the faculties of 
children, but to connect them by a 
continued narration; so that each story 
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might appear to rise naturally out of 
the subject, and therefore make the 
greater impression. To render the re
lation more .i:.1teresti11g ti., those for 
whom it was intended, I have intro
duced two children as the actors, and 
have endeavoured to make them speak 
and behave according to the order of 
nature. 

My ideas of morals and of human 
life will be sufficiently evident to those 
who take the trouble of reading the 
book; it is unnecessary either to apolo
gize for them, or to expatiate upon the 
subject ; but such as they are, they are 
the result of all my reasoning, and of 
all my experience. As to the language: 
I have endeayoured to throw into it a 
greater degree of eiegance and orna-
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ment than is usually met with in such 
compositions ; preserving at the same 
time a sufficient degree of simplicity 
to make it intelligible to very yom1g 
children, and rather choosing to be 
diffuse than obscure. 

I have only to add, that the book is 
intended to form and interest the minds 
of children aione; it is to them I have 
\\rfitten; it is from their apphrnsc I 
shall estimate my success ; and if they 
arc uninterested in the work, the prajRes 
of a hundred reviewers wiH 11ot c011sole 
me t"tn· my iaiiurc. 



TBEI-iISTORY 

OF 

SANDFORD AND nIEErON. 

IN the we tern part of England Ii \-ed a gen
tleman of great fortune, whose name vrns 
Merton. Ile had a large estate in the island 
c,f Jamaica, where he had passed the greater 
part of his life, and was master of many 
servants, who cultiYated sugar and other 
valuaule thinzs for his a<h-antage. Ile had u u 

:rn ~nly son of whom he was exccssiYely fond; 
and to eclncate this child properly was thl' 
reason of his determining to stay some years 
in England. Tommy ::U .. :ton, who, at the 
time he r..:amc from Jamaica, wac: only cig1it 

H 



2 RESIDE~CE IN JA:.'IIAIC.A, 

years old, was naturally a very good-naturc<l 
lioy, but unfortunatdy had been spoiled by 
too much indulgence. 1Yhile he livccl m 
,Jamaica, he had several black servants to 
wait upon him, who were forbidden upon any 
account to contradict him. If he ,valkcd, 
there always went two negroes with him, one 
of whom carried a large umbrella to keep the 
sun from him, and the other ,,as to carry him 
in his arms "·lrnne,·cr he "·as tirecl. Bt•sidet
this, he was always dressed in silk or Jace<l 
clothes, and had a fine gilded carriage, which 
was borne upon men's shoulders, to ride in 
when he made visits to his playfellows. His 
mother was so excessively fond of him, that 
she gave him e,ery thing he cried for, and 
"·oulcl never let him learn to read, because 
he complained that it made his head ache. 

The consequence of this was, that, though 
~Haster l\Icrton had CYCry thing he desired, 
he became very fretful and unhappy. Some
times he ate sweetmeats till he made himself 
~ick, and then lte suffered a great deal of 
1,.'..in, because he would i.ot take bitter pl1ys1c 

I ' 



F .ARJ\IER SANDFORD. 

to make him well again. , Inde('d, in so deli
cate a manner was he brought up, that he 
was almost always ill; the least wind or rain 
gave him a cold, and the least sun was sure 
to throw him into a fever. Instead of pla:·
ing about, and jumping, and rnnning like 
otl1er children, he was faught to sit still for 
fear of spoiling his clothes. and to stay in the 
house for fear of iujuring his complexion. 
By this kind of education, ·when l\Iastcr Mer
ton came over to England, he coul<l neither 
read nor write; could use none of his limbs 
with case, nor bear any degree of fatigue ; 
but, on the contrary, he was proud. fretful, 
ignorant, and impatient. 

V cry near to l\Ir. l\Ierton's scat, lived a 
plain, honest farmer, whose name ·was Sand
for<l. This man had, like Mr. Merton, an 
only son, not much older tha,n Jfastcr :\Ier
ton, ,vhose name was IIarry.-Ilarry, as he 
had been always accustome<l to run about in 
the fields, to follow the labourers w1<'n they 
were ploughing, and to drive the sheep to 
their pasture, was active, strong, and hardy. 

13 2 
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He ,vas neither so fair, nor so delicately 
sliaped as )faster .:\Ierton; but he lrnd an 
honest, good-natured countenance, and was 
altogether of so prepossessing- a figure that 
every body lo,-cd hirn; ho w..1,s never out of 
humour, and always took the greatest plea
sure in obliging those about him. Nav. 
so very good natured was he in eYery thing, 
tb.t he would newr go into the field to take 
the eggs of poor birds or their young ones, 
nor practise any other kind of sport ,vhich 
gave pain to poor animal.:;, who are as capa
ble of feeling as we ourseh·es are, though 
they have no words to express their sufferings. 

These good qualities made little Harry a 
great fa\·ourite ,\·ith every body; and par
ticular]y so with the clerg-yman of the parish, 
,vho beca,me so fond of him, that he taught 
him to rearl and write, and hacl him almost 
always with him. Indeed it was not . ur
prising that l\Tr. Barlow (for so was the 
clergyman named) showed so particular au 
affection for him; for, h0sicles lcarnmg e,'t>ry 
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thing that he was taught with the greatest 
readiness, little Harry was the most honest, 
obliging erea.ture in the world. He was 
never discontented, nor did he ever grumble 
when he was desired to do any thing, but 
always did it with the greatest cheerfulness. 
And then, you might believe Harry in every 
thing he said; for though he could have 
gained a plum-cake by telling an untruth, 
and was sure that speaking the truth would 
expose him to a severe whipping, he never 
hesitated in declaring it. Nor was he like 
many other children, ,vho place their whole 
happiness in eating: for give him but a 
morsel of dry brea.d for his dinner, and he 
would be satisfied, though you placed sweet
meats and fruit, and every other nicety, in 
his way. 

1Vith this little uoy did ]\faster Merton 
become acquainted in the following manner: 
-as he and the maid were walking in the 
fields, one fine summer's morning, diverting 
themselves with gathering different kinds of 
wild flowers, and chasing butterflies, a ln.rge 

B 3 



6 TIIE S~AKE. 

~nn,ke, on a sudden, startecl up from among 
some long grass, and coiled itself rouncl little 
Tommy's leg. You mar imagine the fright 
they were both in at this accident: the maid 
ran away shrieking for help, while the child, 
who was in an agony of terror, did not dare 
to stir from the place where he was stancling. 
Harry, who happened to be walking near 
the place, came running up, and asked ,vhat 
was the matter. Tommy, who "·as sobbing 
most piteously, could not find ,vords to tell 
him, but pointed to his leg, and P 1 1.cle Harry 
sensible of what ha.d happenecl. IIarrr, 
who though young, ,vas a. boy of a. most cou
rageous spirit, told him not to be frightened, 
and instantly seizing tho snake by the neck, 
with as much dexterity as resolution, tore it 
from Tommy's leg, and threw it to a. grea.t 
distance off. 

Just as Tommy "·as recovering his spirits, 
and thanking his bravo little deliverer, 1Hrs. 
Merton and all the family, alarmed by the 
sen'ant's cries, came running breatl1lcss to 
the place. Her first emotions were to catch 
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' 
her darling up in her arm's, and after gi,in~ 
him a, thousand kisses, to ask bjm whether 
he had receh-cd any hurt? "No," saiJ. 
Tommy, "indeed I have not, mamrna; but, 
I believe that nasty, ugly beast ·would have 
bitten me, if this little boy ha.cl not come and 
pulled him off."-" And ,vho are you, my 
dear," said she, " to whom "·e arc so much 
obliged?" - "Harry Sandford, ma'am,"-
4' \Yell, my child, you a.re a brave, dear 
little creature, and shall go home and <line 
with us."-" Ko, thank you, ma'am ; my 
father will want me."-" \Yho is yom father, 
my dear?"-" Farmer Sandford, ma'am, 
that lives at the bottom of the hill."
" Parmer ! " ( exclaimed l\Irs. l\Ierton, in a 
tone of contempt, and then, after a pause,) 
" ,v ell, but my dear, yon shall be my child, 
henceforth, will you ? "-" If you please, 
ma'am-that is, if I may lrn,e my o"·n father 
and mother too." 

::'.\Irs. )forton instantly despatched a ser
vant to the farm~r·s to let him know "·here 
his son "·as ; and, taking little Harry by 
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the hand, she led him to the mansion-house ; 
where she found l\lr. l\J erton, to whom she 
gave an account of the extent of Tommy's 
danger, and of Harry's bravery. 

Harry ,vas now in a new scene of life. 
He was taken through magnificent apart
ments, 'rvherc every thing that could please 
the eye, or contribute to convenience, ,-vas 
assembled. Ile saw farge looking-glasses 
in gilded frames, carved tables and chairs, 
curtains made of the finest silk, and that 
the very plates and knives and forks were 
rnade of sih-er. At dinner he was placecl 
close to l\Irs. l\Ierton, who took care to sup
ply him with the choicest hits, and engaged 
him to cat with the most endearing kind
ness ; but to her very great astonishment, 
he appeared neither plea ed nor surprised 
at any thing he saw about him. At this, 
she could not conceal her disappointment; 
for as she had always been fond of a great 
degree of finery herself, she expected it woulcl 
make the same impression upon ewry body 
else. At last, seeing him eye a small 
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silver drinking cup with great attention, 

she asked him whether he should not like 

to have such a fine thing to drink out of; 

and added, that though it was Tommy's 

cup, she was sure he would giye it with 

great pleasure to his little friend. " Y cs, 

that I will," says Tommy, "for you know, 

marnma, I have a much finer one than 

that, made of gold, besides two large ones 

made of silver."-" Thank you, with all 

my heart," says little Harry, " but I "'--iH 
not rob you of it, for I haYe a much better 

one a.t home."-" ,v1iat !" exelairncd Mrs. 

Merton, " does your father cat and drink 

out of silver ? "-" Oh no, ma'am! w-hat 

we drink out of at home arc long things 

made of horn, just slwh as the cows wear 

npon their hea,ds." -- " The child is a sim

pleton, I think," said l\Irs. Merton : " and 

v,,:hy are those better th1n siher ones ?"

,, Because," said Harry, " they never make 

us uneasy."-" l\Jakc you uneasy, child! 

what clo you mean?"-" ,Yhy, ma,'am, 

when the man threw that great thing down, 
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I saw that yon ·were much Ycxcd, and looked 
very sorry aLont i.t ; now, ours at home 
arc thrown about by all the familr, ancl 
nobody minds it at all."-" I protest," saicl 
.Mrs. ::.\Icrton to her hu::.baud, "I do not know 
what to i:::ay to this boy, he makes such strange 
obsen-ations." 

The fact was, that during dinner one of 
the scn~ants had thro"n clo,Yn a large pir.'ce 
of plate, which, as it was Yery rnluahle, hacl 
made )Ir. . )Icrton not only look Yery uneasy, 
but giYc the man a scYere scolding for his 
ea.rclcc;sncss. 

After dinner, ~\Irs. ::.\Icrton filled a. large 
ghss ,Yith "inc, and, giYing it to IIarry, 
bade him drink it np; lJut Harry, insteacl 
of doing so, thanked her, anrl sai<l he was 
not thirc:ty. " But, my dear," ~aiJ she, 
"this 13 Yery wect and plca--ant, anrl, 
a.s You arc a good lJOy, vou rnav driu k it ... ·:..- .. , .. .. 
up."-" .. .:\y ! but )Ir. Barlow says, rna'am, 
tl1at we must only cat ,,hen ,Ye arc hungry, 
:rncl drink -,,,·hen "~e arc thirsty; for t11c 
Leasts and Lircls loclge in tltc 011en mr! 
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and live upon herLs, an4 drink nothing 

Lut water, and yet they are strong, and 

active, and very healthy. And he S3,ys, 

too, ma'am, that we ought only to eat 

such things as are easily met "Yith ; other- ...., 

wise we shall grow peevish and vexec'L. 

when we can't get dainties."-" Upon my 
word," said Mr. 1\Ierton, " this little man 
is a great philosopher, and we should be 
much obliged to l\Ir. Barlow, if he would 

take our Tommy under his care ; for he 

grows a great boy, and it is time he should 

know something. What say you, Tommy, 

should you like to be a philosopher?"-

" Indeed, papa, I don't know ,vhat a phi-

losopher is, but I should like to be a king ; 
because he 's :finer and richer than any 

body else, and has nothing to do, av.cl 

every body waits upon him, and is afraid 
of him."-" Well said, my dear," said 

Mrs. )Ierton, and rose and kissed him, 

'" and a king you deserve to be vi·ith sucl1 
,t spirit ; and here's a glass of ,Yine for 

you, for making snch 
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And should not you like to be a king t00, 
little Harry ? "-" Indcccl, ma'am, I don't 
know ,vhat that is ; but I hope I shall 
soon be big enough to go to plough, and 
get my living ; and then I shall want 
nobody to ,vait upon me."-" \Ylmt a dif
ference there is between the children of 
farmers and gentlemen ! " whispered Mrs. 
)Ierton to her hu::;baud, looking at th(' 
same time rather contemptuously upon 
Harr};·-" I am not sure," said ~Ir. Mer
ton, " that for this time the adrnntage i~ 
on the side of our son. Dn t should you 
not like to be rich, my dear ?" said he to 
Harry.-" Xo, indeed, sir."-'' ~ To, snn
pleton ! " said l\Irs. Merton, " why not?" 
-" Because the only rich man I know is 
'Squire Chase, one ,vl10 lives l1ard by, and he 
rides among people's corn, and breaks down 
their hedges, and :::,hoots tl1cir poultry, and 
kills their dogs, and lames the cattle, and 
abuses the poor, and they say he docs all 
this because he's rich; lmt eYery body 
hn.tes him, though they dare not tell him 



r· 

HARRY'S OBSERVATIONS, 13 

so to his face : and I would not be hated 

for any thing in the world."-" But should 

you not like to have a fine laced coat, and 

a coach to carry you about, and servants 

to wait upon you?"-" As to that, ma'am, 

one coat is as good as another, if it will 
but keep one warm; and I don't want 

to ride, because I can " -alk. wherever I 

choose; and as to servants, I should ::ave 

nothing for them to do, if I had a hundred 

of them."-These obsernitions of Harry's 

so surpri::,ed l\Irs. Merton, that though she 

continued to look at him with a sort of 

contemptuous astonishment, she did not, 

after thi::,, ask him any more questions. 

In the c-..-ening li ttle Harry ,....-as sent 

home to his father, "-ho asked him ,-..-lmt 

he had seen at the great house, and how 

he liked being there.-" "\Yhy," said Harry, 

"tliey ,vere all very kind to me, for whi(Jt 

l\n much obliged to them; but I had rathn 

have been at home, for I never was so 

trou·1>led in all my Ii.fr, espcciallr at a.in

ner-time: th0re ,vas m1c man to take aw:i7 

0. 



14 HARRY AT DINNER, 

my plate, another to gi\·e me drink, and 
another to stand behind my chair, just as 
if I had been lame or blind, and could 
not have waited 1!1pon myself. And then, 
there was so much to do with putting one 
thing on, and taking another oft~ I thought 
it would never have been over; and, after 
dinner, I was obliged to sit two ,vholc 
hours without stirring, while the lady wa.s 
talking to me, not as l\lr. Barlow does, 
but wanting me to love fine clothes, and to be 
a king, and to be ric:h, I suppose that I niight 
be hated as 'Squire Chase is." 

But, in the mean time, much of the 
conversation a,t the mansion-house was 
employed in examining the merits of little 
Harry. - Mrs. l\Ierton acknowledged his 
bravery and openness of temper ; she wa~ 
also struck with the general g0od- nature 
and benernlence of his chara,ctcr ; but sh<' 
contended there was a certain grossness and 
indelicacy in his ideas, which would alway~ 
distinguish him from the ehilcl of a person 
uf fashion. Mr. l\Ierton, on the contrary 
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contended that he had never before seen a 

child whose sentiments and disposition would 

do so much honour even to the most ele

vated situations.-Nothing, he affirmed, was 

more easily acquired than those external man

ners, and that superficial address, upon which 

too many of the higher classes pride them

selves as their greatest, or even as their only 

accom p lishm en ts. 

" I cannot therefore help asserting," said 

he, seriously, " that this little peasant has 

within his mind the seeds of true gentility 

and dignity of character; and, though I 

wish that our son may also possess all the 

common accomplishments of his rank, no

thing would give me more pleasure than 

a certainty that he would neYer in any 

respect fall below the son of farmer Sarnl

ford. 
"Should I appear more ,nirm than usual 

upon this subject, ( continued he,) you must 

pardon me, my dear, and athibute it to 

the interest I feel in the welfare of our 

little Tomrny. I am hut too sensible-, in-

c 2 



] 6 To.:IDIY's RE.AL L'.'TEREST. 

deed, we must both be so, that our fondness 
for him has hitherto induced us to treat bim 
with too much indulgence; and that, while 
we have been studious to gratify his incli
nations, and prcserYe him from unnecessary 
restraint, we liaYc, in reality, been the 
means of hindering him from acquiring eYen 
the common acquisitions of his age and 
situation. 

-" The consideration of his real interests 
has at length, my dear, preYailed OYer CY cry 
other motiYc, and compelled me to embrace 
a resolution which I hope ,Yill not be dis
agreeable to you, - that of sending him 
directly to l\Ir. Barlow, 1w0Yidcd he will 
take care of him: and I think this accidental 
act1uaintance with young Sandford will prove 
very fortunate, as he is nearly of the age 
and size of our Tommy. I "ill therefore 
propose to the farmer, that I ,Yill for some 
years pay for the board and education of his 
little Loy, that he may be a constant compa
nion to our son. 

As ~Ir. l\lerton said this with a certain 
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degree of firmness, and _ the proposal was 

in itself so reasonable and necessary, lVIrs. 

Merton did not make any objections to it, 

but consented, although yery reluctantly, to 

part with her son. l\Ir. Barlow was accord

ingly invited to dinner next Sunday, and 

l\Ir. Merton took an opportunity of intro

Jucing the subject, and making the proposal 

to him; assuring him, at the same time, 

that though there was no return within the 

bounds of his fortune which he ,Yould not 

willingly make, yet the education and im

provement of his son were objects of so much 

importance to him, that he should always 

consider himself as the obliged party. 

Mr. Barlow, after thanking :Mr. Merton 

for the confidence and liberality with which 

he treated him, entered into conversation 

with him on the subject of education in 

general; which con ;ersation is not here 

inserted, because in the first place, very 

few children could understand it, so far as 

to jnclge of its importance; and, secondly, 

L>ccausc 1t has no immediate connexion with 

C 3 
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the story, excepti.n~ that the sentiments 
which l\Ir. Barlow expressed, ad<led, if 
pos::.ible, to the esteem in which .l\Ir . .l\Ierton 
already held that gentleman's character, and 
made him more than ever desirous of placing 
his son under the care and tuition of so able 
and excellent a man. 

"Sir," said )Jr. l\Icrton, (when the con
versation was nearly brought to a conclusion,) 
" I shall make no other answer to vd1at you 
have now been saying, than to tell you, that 
I will deliYer my son into your liands, upon 
your o"·n conditions. And as to the terms" 
-" Pardon me," replied .l\Ir. Barlow, " for 
interrupting you here, but it is to say, tliat 
there is one circumstance ·which jg indis
pensable,-your permitting me to haxe the 
pleasure of sening you as a friend. I am 
contented to take your son for some months 
under my care, and to enclea Your by eYcry 
means ,vithin my power, to irnproye him; 
and should you afterwarr1 · approve of my 
ideas and conduct, I will keep him as hng 
as you desire. In the mean time, as there 
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a.re, I fear, some little circumstances, which 

have grown up by too much tenderness and 

indulgence, to be altered in his character, 

I think that I shall possess more of the 

necessary influence and authority, if I for 

the present, appear to him and your whole 

family, rather in the light of a friend tban 

that of a schoolmaster." 

HoweYer disctgreeable this proposal was to 

the generosity of )Ir. :Merton, he was obliged 

to consent to it; and little Tommy was 

accordingly sent the next day to the Yicarage, 

which was ctt the distance of about two miles 

from his father's house. 

The next morning after Tommy's arri ml 

at the Yicarage, as soon as breakfast ,ms 

over, Mr. Barlow went with him and 

Harry into tho garden: ,yhcn they were 

there, )fr. Barlow, taking a spade into his 

o~vn hand, and giYing Harry a hoe, -very 

intlnstriously began to dig. "En~ry body 

that eats," said 11r. Barlo,y, "ought to 

as~ist in procuring food: and for that reason 

little Harry and I do a little work daily: 
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t.ois is my bed, and that other 1s his; 
now Tomm,r, if you choose to join us, I 
will mark you out a piece of ground, ,vhich 
you shall have to yourself, and all the pro
duce shall be your o-,vn." " No, indeed," 
answered Tommy, very sulkily, "I am a 
gentleman, and don't choose to slave like a 
plough-boy." "Just as you please, l\fr. 
Gentleman," said l\Ir. Barlow, "but Harry 
and I, who arc not above being useful, will 
mind our work." 

After some time, J\Ir. B. said it ,ms time 
to leave off; and taking Ifarry .br the hand: 
he led him into a very pleasant snmmcr- 1 

house, ,vhere they sat down, and ~Ir. Bar
low taking out a plate of very fine cherries, 
tliviclctl them between Harry and himself. 
Tommy, ,vho had followed, and expected hi::3 
share, ·when he saw them both eating without 
taking any notice of him, could no longer 
restrain his pas ion, but burst into a violent 
fit of sobbing and erring. "\\.,..hat is the 
matter?" said l\Ir. Barlow nry coolly to 
him. Tommy looked at him very sulkily 
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but returned no answer. "Oh! sir, if you 

don't choose to give an answer, you may 

be silent; nobody is obliged to speak here.' 

Tommy became still more disconcerted a ~ 

this, and being unable to conceal his anger, 

ran out of the summer-house, and wandered 

very disconsolately about the garden, equally 

surprised and vexed to find himself in a 

place where nobody felt any concern whether 

he was pleased or not.--When all the cher

ries were eaten, Mr. Barlow said to Harry, 

"Com0, we will now take a ,valk." They 

accordingly rambled out into the fields, and 

as they went along, l\fr. Barlow directed 

Harry's attention to the various kinds of 

herbs and plants they happened to sec; m

forming him, at the same time, of their 

names and different qualities. 

As they were returning home, Harry saw 

upon the ground, a very large bird, called a 

kite, which seemed to be tearing something 

to pieces. Harry, ,vho knew it to be one 

of those ravenous creatures that prey upon 

others, ran up to it, shouting as loud as he 
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could; anJ the bird, bring frightened, fle,v 
a,vay, and left a chicken behind him, very 
much hurt indeed, but still ali vc. " Look, 
sir," said Harry, "if that cruel creature has 
not almost killed this poor chicken ! See 
how it bleeds and hangs its wing! I'll put 
it in my bosom to recover it; and carry it 
home, and give it part of my dinner every 
day till it's quite well, and able to shift for 
itself." "That's very right, Harry," said 
M:r. Barlow, "we must. always protect the 
unfortunate." 

As soon as they came home, the first care 
of little Harry was to put his wounded 
chicken into a basket with some fresh straw, 
some water, and some bread: after that, l\Tr. 
Barlow and he went to dinner. In the mean 
time, Tommy, who had been skulking about 
all day, very much mortified and uneasy, 
came in, and being very hnngry, was going 
to sit do,yn to table ,vith the others: hut Mr. 
Barlow stopped him, and said, "Stay, sir, 
and plrase to recollect, that though we arc 
not so very [Jentlemanly as you, arc, yet we d) 
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not choose to work for the Idle." Upon this, 

Tommy retired into a corner, crying as if his 

heart would break, but more from grief than 

passion, as he began to perceive that nobody 

minded his ill temper. Little Harry who 

could not bear io sec his friend so unhappy, 

looked up, half crying, into l\Ir. Barlow's 

face, and said, "Pray, may I do as I please 

with 1ny dinner?" " Y cs, to be sure, child." 

""Why, then," said he, getting up, " I ,vill 

give it to poor Tommy, who wants it much 

more than I do." Saying this, he gave it 

to him, as he sat in the corner ; and Tommy 

took it, though he was so ashamed tlrnt he 

never once turned his eyes from off the 

ground. " I sec," said l\Ir. Barlow, " that 

though gentlemen arc al>ove being of any 

use thcmseh·cs, they arc not above taking 

the bread that other people have been "·ork

ing for." This reproach caused Tommy to 

cry still more bitterly than before, chiefly 

because he was conscious of dcscning it. 

The next day, Mr. Barlow and Harry 

went tu work as before; but they ha.cl scarcely 
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begun, ,vhen Tommy came to them, and 
desired that he might ha,,e a hoc too: ~Ir. 
Barlow accordingly gave him one, but as 
he had never handled one before, he ,vas 
very awkward in the use of it, and hit him
self several strokes upon the legs. Mr. 
Barlow then laid <lo,vn his own spade, an<l 
showed him how to hold and use it; by 
which means, in a short time, he became 
very expert, and worked ,vith the greatest 
plea.sure. ·n-.-hcn the work was <lone, they 
all three retired to the summer-house; and 
Tommy felt the greatest joy imaginable when 
the fruit was pro<lucc<l, and he ,vas im-ite<l 
to take a hare; besides, working in the open 
air had ginn him so goo<l an appetite, t11at 
he imagined the fruit to be the most <lcli
ciou:s he had ever ta~tc<l. 

As soon as they had <lone eating, 1Tr. Bar
low took up a book, and asked Tommy if 
he would read them a story out of it; but 
1-e, looking a little ashamed, saicl, he liacl 
never learned to read. " I am sorry for it," 
said :i\Ir. Darlo,v ,: because you lose a vrry 
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great pleasure ;-then, Harry shall read to 

you." Harry accordingly took up the book, 
and read the following story:-

THE GENTLEMAN AND THE BASKET 

MAKER. 

TUERE was in a distant part of the world, 
a rich man, "·h0 lived in a fine house, and 
spent his "·hole time in eating, drinking, 
sleeping, and amusing himself. As he had 
a great many servants to wait upon him, 
,vho treated him with the greatest respect, 
and did whatever they were ordered, and, 
as he had neYcr been taught to tell the 
truth, or accustomed to hear it told, he 
grew very proud, insolent, and capricious: 
imagining that he had a right to command 
all the ,yorld, and that the poor were only 

b?rn to serve and obey him. N car this 
rich man's house, there linu an honest 
and inJustrious poor man, who gained his 
livelihood by making little baskets out of 
dried rce<.ls, which grew upon a piece of 

n 
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marshy ground close to his cottage. But 
though he was obliged to labour from morn
ing till night, to earn food enough to support 
him, and though he seldom fared better than 
upon dry bread, or rice, or pulse, and had 
no other bed than the remains of the ru::;he:, 
of which he made baskets, yet was he always 
happy, cheerful, and contented : for hi~ 
labour gaye him so good an appetite that 
the coa,rsest fare appeared to him delicious; 
and he ,vent to bed so tired, that he would 
have slept soundly even on the ground. Be
sides this, he was a good and virtuous man, 
humane to every body, honest in his dealings, 
always accustomed to speak the truth, and 
therefore universaJly beloYCd. 

The rich man, on the contrary, though 
he lay upon the softest bed, . yet could not 
sleep, becanse he l1acl passed the day in 
idleness; ancl though the nicest di..,Jics ,vcre 
presented to him, yd he conld not cat with 
any pleasure, b( ca.use he c1id not mlit till 
nature gaye him an aJlpetitc, nor use exer
cise, nor go into the open air. l3u;idc::; tlii1~, 
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as he was a great slugg~rd and glutton, he 
was almost always ill; and, as he did good 
to nobody, he had no friends; and even his 
servants spoke ill of him behind his back, 
and all his neighbonrs, whom he oppressed, 
hated him. For these reasons he was sullen, 
melancholy, and unhappy, and became dis
pleased ,vith all "·ho appeared more cheerful 
than himself. When he was carried out in 
his palanqujn, ( a kind of bed borne upor. 
the shoulders of men,) he frequently passed 
by the cottage of the poor basket maker, 
who was alH·ays sitting at the door, and 
singing as he wove his baskets. The rich 
man conlcl not behold this v,·ithout an
ger. "1\That," said he, "shall a ·wretch, 
a peasant, a low-born fellow that ,veaves 
bulrushes for a scanty subsistence, be alwnys 
happy and pleased, while I, that am a 
gentleman possessed of riches an<l power, 
ahd of more consequence than a million of 
reptiles like him, am always melancholy and 
discontent rd?" Thi' reflection arose !".o 
oftrn in his mind, that at last he Legan to 

D 2 
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feel tlie greatest degree of hatred towards 
the poor man ; and as he had never been 
accustomed to conquer his o-wn passions, 
however improper or unjust they might be, 
he at last determined to punish the basket 
maker for being happier than himself. 

"\Vith this v.,·icked design he one night 
gave orders to his servants, who did not 
dare to disobey him, to set fire to t'be rushes 
which surrounded the poor man's house. 
As it ,yas summer, and the weather in that 
country is extremely hot, the fire soon 
spread over the whole marsh, and not only 
consumed all the rushes, but soon extended 
to the cottage itself, and the poor man ,vas 
obliged to run out almost naked, to saYe 
his life. 

You may judge of his surprise and grief 
when he found himself en ti rely deprived 
of his subsistence by the wickedness of 
his rich neighbour, whom he had neYcr 
offended; but as he was unable to punish 
him for this injustice, he set out and walked 
on foot to the chief magistrate of that 
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country, to whom, ,..,·ith many tea1·s, he 

tol<l his pitiful case. The magistrate, ,vho 

was a good and just man, immediately 

ordered the rich man to be brought before 

him ; and ,.-hen he found that he could not 

deny the wickedness of which ho ,vas accused, 

he thus spoke to the poor man :-

" As this proud and vvickcd man has been 

puffed up from the opinion of his own im

portance, and attempted to commit the most 

scandalous injustice from his contempt of 

the poor, I am willing to teach him how 

little value he is to any body, and how vile 

and contemptible a creature he really i,:; ; 

but for this purpose, it is necessary that 

you should consent to the plan I have 

formed, and go along with hjm to the place 

,vliithcr I intend to send you both." 

The poor man said, "I neyer ha<l much, 

b.ut the little I once had is now lost by the 

mischievous dis1,osition of this proud and 

oppressi vc man; I arn entirely ruined ; I 

have no rnca,ns left i.n the world of procuring 

myself a morsel of Lrcad the next time I 

D 3 
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am hungry : therefore I am ready to go 
wherever you please to send me ; and 
though I would not treat this man as be 
has treated me, yet should I rejoice to teach 
him more justice and humanity, and to pre
Yent his injuring the poor a second time." 

The magistrate then ordered them both 
to be put on board a ship, and carried to 
a distant country, which ,vas inlnbited by 
a rude and savage kind of men, who lived 
in huts, "·ere strangers to riches, and got 
their frying by fishing. As soon as they 
,vere set on shore, the sailors left them, 
as they had been ordered; and the in
habitants of the country came round them 
1n great nurn bcrs. The rich man seeing 
himself thus exposed, ,vi thou t assistance 01 

defence, in the midst of a barbarous people, 
whose language he dicl not understand, and 
in whose power he was, began to cry an<l 
wring his hands in the mo:;t al>jcct man
ner; but the poor man, "·ho had bcc•n al
ways accustomed to ha.rd,,hips and dangers 
from his infancy, made signs to the peoplr 
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that he was their friend, and was willing to 
work for them, and be their servant. Upon 
this, tho natives made signs to them that 
they wonlcl do thorn no hurt, but would 
make use of their assistance in fishing and 
carrying wood. 

Accordingly, they led thorn both to a 
wood at some distance, and showing them 
several logs, ordered them to transport them 
to their cabins. They both immediately set 
about their tasks, and the poor man, who was 
strong and actiYe, very soon had finished 
his share; while the rich man, whoso limbs 
were tender and delicate, and neycr accus
tomed to any kind of labour, had scarcely 
done a gnarter as much. Tho sayages who 
were wit..ncsses tu this, began to think that 
the basket maker would proYc Yery useful to 
them, and therefore presented him "-ith a large 
pQrtion of fish, and several of their choicest 
roots ; "-hilc to the rich man they gave 
scarcely enough to snpport him, because 
they thought him capable of being of vcn
littlo sen-ice to them: however, as ho haJ 
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now fasted several hours, he ate what they 

gave him with a better appetite than he had 
ever felt before at his o,,!l table. 

The next da,y they were set to work 

again, and as the basket maker had the 
same advantage over his companion, he was 

highly caressed and ,vell trea,tcd by the na

tives ; while they showed every mark of 
contempt to,vanJs the other, whose delicate 

and luxurious habits had rendered him very 

unfit for labour. 

The rich man now began to pcrcei ve, 

with how little reason he had before valued 

himself and despised his fellow-creatures; 
and an accident ,s;-hich happened shortly 

a.fter, tended to complete l1is mortification. 

It happened that one of the savages had 
found sometl1i11g like a -fillet, ,vith which 
he adorned his forehead, and seemed to 

think himself extremely fine: the ha~kct 

maker, v,110 had perceived this appearance 
of vanity, pulJed up some reeds, and, sitting 
down to work, in a ,cry short time fini:;hcd 

a very elegant ,vreath, which he placed 



THE B _\.SKET 111.AKER. 33 

upon the head of the first inhabitant he 
chanced to meet. This man ,vas so pleased 
"-ith his new acquisition, that he danced 
and capered for joy, and r~m a,vay to seek 
the rest, ,vho ,vere all struck with astonish
ment at this new and elegant piece of 
finery. It was not long before another 
came to the basket maker, making signs 
that he wanted to be ornamented like his 
companion ; and ,vith such pleasure were 
these chaplets considered by the whole 
nation, that the basket maker was released 
from his former drudgery, and continually 
employed in wcaYing them. In return for 
the pleasure which he conferred upon them, 
the grateful savages brought him every 
kind of food which their country afforded, 
built him a hut, and showed him every 
demon tration of gratitude and kind.ncss. 
But the rich man, who possessed neither 
talents to please, nor strength to labour, 
,ms condemned to be the basket maker's 
sen-ant, and to cut him reeds to supply 
the continua] demand for chaplets. 
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After they had passed some months in 
this manner, they were again transported 
to their own country, by the orders of the 
magistrate, and brought before him. He 
then looked sternly upon the rich man~ 
and said, "Ila Ying now taught you how 
helpless, contemptible, and feeble a creature 
you arc, as well as hoY\· inferior to the 
ma,n you insulted, I shall proceed to make 
reparation to him for the injury you ha.Ye 
inflicted upon him. Diel I treat yon as 
you desen-e, I should fake from you all 
the riches that you rosscss, as you ,van-

4 tonly depriYcd this poor man of his whole 
subsistence; but, hoping that you will 
become more humane for the future, I 
sentence you to gi \·e half your fortune to 
this man, whom you endcaYOur('d to min." 

Upon this, the ba'-kct maker, after thank
ing the magistrate for his goodness, said,
" I haYing been bred up in poverty, and 
accustomed to labonr, have no clc~irc to 
acqmre riches, which I should not know 
ho,y to use: all, therefore that I require 
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of this man, is to put p_rn into the same 
situation I was in before, and to learn more 
humanity." 

The rich man could not help being as
tonished at this generosity ; and, having 
acquired wisdom by his misfortunes, not 
only treated the ba::.ket maker as a friend, 
during the rest of his life, but employed 
his riches in relieving the poor, and bene
£ ting his fellow-creatures. 

The story being ended, Tommy said 1t 

was very pretty; but had he been the good 
basket maker, he ,vould have taken the 
naughty rich man's fortune and kept it. 
" So "·ould not I," said Harry, "for fear 
of growing as proud, and wicked, an<l idle 
as the other." 

From this time forward, ~Ir. Barlow and 
l1is two little pupils u ed constantly to 
,vork in th t>ir garden every morning; and 
,vhcn they were tired, they went an<l sat 
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in the summer-house; where little Harry, 
who improved every day in reading, use<l 
to entertain them w·ith some pleasant story 
or other, which Tommy always listened 
to with the greatest pleasure. But just 
at this time, little Harry wont home to his 
father for a week, and Tommy and l\Ir. 
Barlow ,vere left to themselves. This wt:::; 

an occurrence, which, as we shall presently 
sec, Tommy at first thought very unfortu
nate, but which in the encl proved a very 
good thing for him. 

Tho day after Harry's doparLurr, when .. 
they had clone work, and retired to the 
summer-house as usual, Tommy expected 
Mr. Barlow would read to him, but to his 
great disappointment, found that ho ,vas 
busy and could not. Tho next day tho same 
accident occurred, and tlic clay after tlrnt 
likewise. At this, Tommy lost all patience, 
:t1H.l said to himself, "Xov;, if I could but 
read like Hany Samlfonl, I should not 
need to a::,k any boL1y to do it for nw, and 
~hen I could din'rt myself :-and vvhy may 
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not I do what another has done ?-To be 

sure, Harry is Yery clever, but he could 

not have read if he had not been taught : 

and, if I am taught, I dare say, I shall learn 

to read as well as he.-Well,-as soon as 

ever he comes home, I am determined to ask 
him about it." 

The next day, little Harry retumcd, and 

as soon as Tommy had an opportunity of 

being alone with him, "Pray, Harry," 

said he, " how came you to be able to 
read?''-" "Thy," replied he, "Mr. Barlow 

taught me my letters, and then spelling; 
and then, by putting syllables together, I 

learned to read."-" I should be very 

much obliged to you," said Tommy, "if 
you'd show me my letters."-" Y cs, that 

I will, Yery ·willingly," answered Harry : 

-He then took up a book, and Tommy 
was so cager and ~Lt ten ti Ye, that at the Ycr,r 

first lesson he learned the whole alphabet. 

He ,vas greatly pleased at thi~ first experi

ment, and could searccly forlJcar runmng 

to Mr. Barlow to let him know the im-

E 
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provement he had made; but he thougl1t 

he should surprise him more, if he said 

nothing about the. matter till he was able 
to read a whole story. He therefore ap

plied himself with such diligence, and little 

Harry, who spared no pains to assist his 
friend, was so good a master, that in about 
two months he determined to surprise Mr. 
Barlow with a display of his knowledge. 

Accordingly, one day, when they were all 
assembled in the summer-house, and the 
book was given to Harry, Tommy stood 
up and said, that if Mr. Barlow pleased, 
he would try to read. " Oh ! very wil
lingly," said Mr. Barlow, "but I should 

as soon expect you to be able to fly as to 
read." Tommy smiled with a consciousness 

of his own proficiency, and taking up the 

book, read, pretty :fluently-

':'IIE FLIES AND TIIE ANTS. 

Ix a corner of a farmer's garden, there 

on::e ha.ppencd to be a nest of ants, who 
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during all the fine weather of the summer, 

were employed all day long rn drawing 

little seeds and grains of corn into their 

hole. N car them there happened to be a 

bed of flowers, upon which a great quantity 

of flies used to be always sporting, and 

humming, and diverting themselves by flying 

from one flower to another. A little boy, 

who was the farmer's son, used frequently 

to obscne the different employments of 

these animals ; and, as he was very young 

and ignorant, he one day thus expressed 

himself:-" Can any creature be so simple 

as these ants ? All day long they are work

ing and toiling, instead of enjoying the fine 

weather, and diverting thernscl\·es like these 

flies, ,vho arc the happiest creatures in the 

world." Some time after he ltad rnacle this 

observation, tho Y,cathcr grew e.xucmely 

c~ld, the sun ,vas scarcely seen to shine, 

and the nights were chill and frosty. The 

same little boy, "-alking then in the garden 

with bis father, did not sec a single ant, 

but all the flies lay scattered up and down, 

E 2 
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either dead or dying. 
good-natured, he could 

As he was very 
not help pitying 

the unfortunate animals, and asking, at 
the same time, what I1ad happened to the 
ants that he used to sec in the same place. 
The father said, " Tho flies are all dead, 
because they were careless little creatures, 
who ga-ve themselYes no trouble about laying 
up proYisions, and were too idle to ,vork; 
but the ants, who haYe been busy all the 
summer, in pro-vicling for their maintenance 
during the winter, are all ali,·e and well; 
and you will sec thorn again, as soon as the 
warm weather returns." 

" Indeed," said Mr. Barlow, "·hen the 
story was ended, "I am very glad to nn<l, 
Tommy, that you have made this acquisition; 
you will now depend upon nobocly for amuse
ment, but can divert yourself whenever yon 
please." 
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In this manner did Mr. Barlow begin 

the education of Tommy l\Icrton, "·ho had 

na,turally a ·wry good disposition, although 

he had been suffered to acquire many bad 

habits, that sometimes preYentecl it from 

appeanng. He ,Yas, particularly, very 

passionate, and thought he ha<l. a right to 

command eYery body that was not dressed 

as fine as himself. This opinion often led 

him into inconveniences, and once wa~ 

the occasion of his being Yery seYcrely 

mortified. This accident happened in the 

follo"·ing manner : - One clay, as Tommy 

was striking a ball ,Yith his bat, he struck 

it over a, hedge, into an adjoining field, 

and seeing a little ragged boy walking 

along on that side, he ordered him, in a. 

very ·1cremptory tone, to bring
1 

it to hirn. 

The little Loy, without taking any not.icP 

of what " ·as said, ·walked on, and left the 

ua.11; upon " ·hieh, Tommy called out more 

loudly than before, and asked him if he did 

not hear "·hat "·as said. "Y cs," said the 

boy, " for the matter of that, I am not 

E 3 
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deaf."-" Oh! you arc not, eh ?" replied 

Tommy; " then bring me my ball directly." 

-" I don't choose it," said the boy. " Sir," 

said Tommy, " if I come to you, I shall 

make you choose it."-" Perhaps not, my 

pretty little master," said the boy. "You 

little rascal!" said Tommy, v,bo now began 

to be very angry, " if I come over tho 

hedge, I '11 thrash you till ,vithin an inch 

of your life." To this the other macle no 

answer, but by a loud la.ugh, which pro

voked Tommy so much, that he clambcrc{l 

over the hedge, and jumped precipitately 

do,vn, intending to ha.Ye lcapctl into the 

field; but unfortunately his foot slippe<.4 

and down he rolled into a clitch tliat wati 

full of mud and "·atcr. There poor Tommy 

tumbled about for some time, cnllen;rnuriug 

to get out, but it "·as to no purpose, for 

his feet stuck in the mud, or slipped off 

from the bank: his white clothes "·ere dirtied 

all over, his fine stockings were covered 

with mire, and his trousers £lle<l with 

puddle ,vater ; he also lost both his shoe::;, 
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an<l. to add to his distre,ss, his smart hat 

tumbled off his head into the mud, and was 

quite spoiled. In this situation he must 

probably have continued some time, had 

not the little ragged boy, whom he had 

used so ill, taken pity on him, aml assisted 

in helping him out. Tommy ,vas so vexed 

at se(\~ :1g himself in such a dirty plight, 

and s, ashamed of his behaviour, that he 

had not a single word to say for himself, 

and did not even thank the little boy for his 

assistance, but ran home as fast as he could 

in order to get himself cleaned. 

Mr. Barlow, who saw with surprise the 

dirty state in which Tommy came running 

in, waited till he was cleaned, and then 

inqmrecl of him an account of the accident 

~hich had occasioned him to make such a 

figure. " 'Why, sir," saitl Tommy, " my 

ball happened to fly over a hedge into 

another field, and so I tolcl a little ra.gged 

boy, who ·was just by, to bring it me; but 

instead of doing so, he became very saucy 

a.ntl rcfu::;ccl: so, sir, I said I would make 
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him, and I was getting into the :field, wh~•n 
my foot slipped, and I fell into a nasty 
filthy ditch." " And what right had yon 
to tell the little ragged boy to fetch your 
ball?" "Because, sir, I am a gentleman." 
" So, then, e-,rcry gentleman has a right 
to command little ragged boys?" " To be 
sure, sir." " ThPn, if your cloi.Jws should 
wear out and become ragged, eYcry person 
whose clothes are new ·will have a right to 
command you." Tommy, at this, looked 
a little foolish, and said, "But he might 
ha.Ye clone it as he was on that side of the 
hedge." "And so he probably would ha.Ye 
done, if you had asked him ciYilly to do 
it-but perhaps yon hired him ,Yith money 
to fetch your ball." " In clcccl, sir, I did 
not." " Probably you had none to give 
him, then?" " Y cs, I ha<l, though-all 
this ! " (Herc Tommy ostentatiously pulled 
out his ,Yhole stock of pocket money, 
consisting of several shillings.) "But do 
you not think that little l1oy was as rich 
a.s you who arc a gentleman?" "Xo, sir, 
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that I am sure he ,yas not ; for he had no 

coat, and his waistcoat and breeches were 

quite ragged ; besides, he had no stockings, 

and his shoes ,vere full of holes." " Pray, 

how did you get 011t of the ditch again, 

for I imagine from the state you appeared 
in, that it must ha Ye been rather difficult?" 

"The little ragged boy helped me out, sir." 
"So, now I see (said Mr. Ba.rlow) what 

m your opinion constitutes a gentleman

he is a person, who, when he has abundance 

of every thing, keeps it all to himself ; 

beats poor people if they don't serve him 

for nothing ; and, when they haYe clone him 
the greatest fayour in spite of his insolcncl', 

never feels any gratitude, or docs them any 
good in return." 

Tommy ,vas so affecte<l. with this rebuke, 

that he could hardly contain his tears, nnd, 

as he was rea,lly a boy of generous temper, 
he· determined to give the little ragged boy 

something the very first time he should 
sec him. He did not long wait for an 

opportunity ; for, as he was walking out 
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that wry afteTnoon, he saw him at some 

distance gathering bla,ckbcrrics, and going 

up to him, he accosted hnn thus : " Little 

boy, I want to know why you are so 

ragged ; have you no other clothes ? " 
' No, indeed," said the boy ; "I have seven 

brothers and sisters, and they arc all as 

ragged as myself; but I should not much 

mind that, if I could have my belly fuU 
of victuals." T. And why cannot you 

have enough to eat? Little Boy. Because 

dadLly's ill of a fever, and can't ,vork this 
harve3t ; so that mammy says vrn must all 

starve, if God Almighty docs not take 

care of us.-Tomrny made no ans,vcr, but 

ran full speed to the house, whence he 

presently returned, loaded ,vith a loaf of 

bread, and a complete suit of his own 
clothes. "Here, little boy," said he, "you 

were very good-natured to me, and so I will 
give you all these, because I am a gentleman, 

and have many more." 

Nothing could equal the joy which ap
peared in the boy's countenance at receiving 
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this present, excepting wha_t Tommy himself 

felt the first time at the idea of doing a 

generous and grateful action. He strutted 

away "vithout waiting for the little boy's 

acknowledgments, and happening to meet 

Mr. Barlow, as he was retnrning home, 

told him, ,vith an air of exultation, what 

he had done. Mr. Barlow cnldly answered, 

"You lrnYe done very well in giving the 

little boy the clothes, because they were 

your own: but what right had you to give 

away my loaf of bread without asking my 

consent? ·'-T. ,\Thy, sir, I did it because 

the little boy said he was very hungry, and 

had seven brothers and sisters, and that 

his father was ill, and could not work.

Mr. B. This is a very good reason " ·hy 

you should giYe them what belongs to 

yourself; but not why you should give a"·a.y 

,..,·hat is anothcr·s. "\Yhat would yon say, if 

IT arry were to give a,vay all your clothes 

without asking your leave ?-T. I should 

not like it at all; and I ,vill not gi ,·e away 

your ihings any more without asking your 
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lcaYc.-" You will do well,"' said .Ur. Bar
low; "and here is a little story you may read 
upon this ,·cry subject." 

THE STORY OF CYRUS. 

CYRUS was a little boy of very good 
dispositions, and a Yery humane temper. 
He had seyeral masters, "-ho endca Youred 
to teach him eYery thing that ,ms good, 
and he was educated with several little 
boys about his own age. One ewni.ng, his 
father asked him ·what he had done or 

learned that day. "Sir," sai.cl Cyrmi, "I 
was punished to-day for deciding unjustly.'' 
-" How so ? " said his father. - Cyrus. 
There were two boys, one of "·horn was a 
great ancl the other a little boy. Now 
it happened that the little boy had a coat 
that ,vas much too big for him ; lmt the 
great boy ha.d one that scarcely reached 
below his middle, and "·as too tight for 
him m eYcry part : upon which the great 
boy proposed to the little Loy to change 
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coats with him: 'Because then, said he, 
'we shall be both exactly fitted; for your 
coat is as much too big for you, as mme 
is too little for me.' The littie boy would 
not consent to the proposal; upon ·which 
the grea.t boy took his coat away by force, 
and gave his own to the little boy in cx
ch:mge. "\Vhile they were disputing upon 
this subject, I chanced to pass by, and 
they a.greed to make me judge of the affair. 
B:µt I decided that the little boy should 
keep the little coat, and the great boy the 
great one, for which judgment my master 
punishc<l me. - '' "\Yhy so ? " said Cyrus's 
father; " was not the little coat most proper 
for the little boy, and the large coat for 
the great boy?" - '· Y cs, sir," a.nswcreJ 
Cyrus; "but my master told me I was not 
made judge to examine ,vhieh coat best 
fitted either of the boys, but to deei<le 
wliethcr it ,vas just that the great lJoy 
should take away the coat of the little one 
against his consent; and therefore I decided 
unjustly, and desened to be punished." 

p 
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Just as the story was finished, they werr 
surprised to see a little ragged boy come 
running up to them, with a bundle of clothes 
under his arm: his eyes were black as if 
he had been severely beaten, his nose was 
swelled, his shirt was bloody, and his 
waistcoat did but just hang upon his back, 
so much was it torn. He came running up 
to Tommy, and threw do·wn the bundle 
before him, saying, " Here, master, take 
your clothes again, and I ,vish that they 
had been at the bottom of the ditch I pulled 
you .out of, instead of upon my back; but 
I never will put such fripp ery on again as 
long as I ha.Ye breath in my body." 

"What is the matter?" said Mr. Barlow, 
who percciYed that some unfortunate ac
cident had happened m con equence of 
Tommy's present.-" Sir," ans,vered the lit
tle boy, "my little master here was going to 
beat me, because I would not fetch his ball. 
Now, as to the matter of that, I would ha:vc 
brought his ball with all my heart, if he 
had but asked me civilly. But though I 
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am poor, I am not bound to be his slave, 

:ind so I would not : upon' which little mas

ter here was jumping over the hedge to 

beat me; but instead of that, he soused 

into the ditch, and there he lay rolling 

about till I helped him out. And so he 

gave me these clothes here, all out of good 

will, and I put them on, like a fool as I 

was ; for they are all made of silk, and 

look so :fine that all the little boys fol

lowed me, and halloocd as I went ; and 

Jack Do-wsct threw a handful of dirt at 

me, and dirtied me all over. 'Oh!" says 

I, 'Jackey, arc you at that work ?-and 

with that I hit him a blow, and sent him 

roaring away. But Billy Gibson and Ned 

Kelly came up, and said I looked like n. 

Frenchman: and so we began :fighting, and 

I beat them till they both gave in: b•1t 

I don't choose to be halloocd after where

ever I go, and to look like a Frenchman, 

and so I have brought master his clothes 

a.gain." 

lHr. Barlow a8ked the little boy where 
}' 2 
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his father lived ; and he told him that his 
father lived about t-wo miles off, across the 
common, upon which 11lr. Barlow told 
Harry that he would send tl1e poor man 
some broth and victuals, if he ,·,ould carry 
it when it was ready. "That I "·ill," 
said Harry, " if it were £.ve times ai:; 
far." So Mr. Barlow ,vent into the house 
to giYe orders about it. In the mean 
time Tommy, who had eyed the little boy 
for some time in silence, said, " So, my 
poor hoy, you ha,·e been beaten and· hurt 
till you are aJl over bloody, only because 
I gave you my clothes; I am really very 
sorry for it."-" Thank you, little master," 
said the boy, '' but it can't be helped: 
you did not intend me any hurt, I know, 
and I am not such a chic;kcn as to mind 
a beating: so I ,Yish you a good afternoon 
with all my heart." As soon as the little 
boy was gone, Tommy said, "I " ·ish I 
had but some clothes that the poor boy 
could wear, for he seems very good-natur
ed; I would give them to him." - '' That 
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you may very easily h~ve," said Harry, 

" for thcTe is a shop in the village, where 

they sell all manner of clothes for the 

poor people; and, as you have money, you 

may easily bny some.'' 

Harry and Tommy then agreed to go early 

the next morning to buy some clothes for 

the poor children. They accordingly set 

out to the village before breakfast ; and, 

,vhcn they arrived there, Tommy laid out 

the whole of his money, amounting to fifteen 

shillings and sixpence, for that purpose. 

,vhen the things which Tommy had bought 

were made up in a bundle and given to him, 

he desired Harry to carry them for him. 

" That I will," said Harry ; "but " ·hy don·t 

you choose to carry them yourself? "-T. 

Why, it is not fit for a gentleman to carry 

things himsclf.-H. ,Yhy, what 1nut docs it 

do him, if he is but strong enough ?-T• 

I do not lrno,v ; but I believe it is that he 

may not look like the common people.-

, H. Then he should not have hands, or feet, 

or eyes, or eaTs, or mouth, because the 

F 8 
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common people have the same.-T. No, no, 

he must have all these, because they arc 

useful. - H . And is it not useful to be able 

to do things for ourscl Yes ?-T. Y es, Lut 

gentlemen have others to do ·what they want 

for thcm.- H . Then I should think it must 

be a bad thing to be a gentlernan.-T. ·why 

so ?-1-f. Because if all ,vere gen tlcmen no

body ,vould do any thing, and then ,Ye 

should all be staned -T. Stancd !-Ji. 
Yes; ,vhy you could not live, could you, 

without bread ?- T. Xo, I know that Ycry 
wcll.-H. And bread is made of a plant 
that gro,vs in the earth, and is called wheat. 

- T. "fl~hy then I "\Yould gather it, and cat 

it.-H . Then you must <lo rnmcthing for 

your:::ielf : but that ,yould not <lo, for wheat 
is a small hard grain, like the oats ,vhich 

you ha Ye sometimes giYer. to ::\Ir. Rarlo \V'::; 

hofoe : and you \vould not like to cat them. 
- T . X o, certainly; Lut l10·w come::; breaJ 

then ?-JI. "\Yhy ther send the com to the 
mill.-T. "\Ybat is a mill ?- II. 1,\~hat, did 

you ncYcr see a mill ?- T . X o, neYer, but 
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I should like to see one, that I may know 

how they make bread.-J-I. There is one at 

a little distance, and if you ask Mr. Barlow~ 

he will go with you, for he knows the milln 

very well.-T. That I will, for 1 should like 

to see them make bread. 
As it was not far out of their way, they 

agreed to call at the poor man's cottage, 

whom they found much better, as Mr. Barlow 

had been there the preceding night, and 

gi,en him such medicines as he judged pro

per for his disease. Tommy then asked for 

the little boy, and upon his coming in, told 

him he had now brought him some clothes 

which he might wear without the fear of 

being called a Frenchman, as well as some 

more for his little brothers. The pleasure 

with v,hich they ,Yere rccei \'Cd ,vas so great, 

aucl the acknowledgments and blessings of 

the good ,voman and the poor man, who had 

just began to sit up, were so many, that 

little Tommy could not help shedding tears 

of com1 assion, in which he ,Yas joined by 

Harry. As they were returning, Tommy 
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sa.id that he had never spent any money ,vi.th 
so much pleasure, as that with which he 
purc1insed cl(Jthes for this poor family; and 
that, for the future, he would take care of 
all the money that was given him, for that 
purpose, instead of laying it out in eatables 
and playthings. 

Some few days after this, as Mr. Barlow 
and the two boys were ,vaJking out together, 
they happened to pass near a "·indmill; and, 
upon Harry's telling Tommy what it was, 
Tommy desired leave to go into it and look 
at it. This l\Ir. B:irlow consented to, and 
being acquainted with the miller, they all 
went in, and examined eYery part of it with 
great curio. ity; and there little Tommy saw 
with astonishment, that the sails of the mill 
being continually turned round by the wind, 
moved a great fiat stone, ,vhich, by rubbing 
upon another stone, bruised all the corn 
that was pnt between them, till it became 
a fine poY,der. " Oh ! dear," said Tommy, 
•· is this the "·ay they make bread?" Mr. 
Barlow told him this ,vas the method by 
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which the corn was prepared for making 

bread ; but that many other things were 

necessary before it arriYed at that state. 

You sec that vdrnt runs from these mill

stones is only a fine powder, very different 

from bread, ,vhich is a solid and tolerably 

hard substance. 

As they ,vere going home, Harry said to 

Tommy, " S.) you see now that if nobody 

chose to work or do any thing for himself 

we should have no bread to eat. But vou 

could not even have the corn to make it of, 

without a great deal of pains and labour."

" Why not?., said Tommy ; "docs not corn 

grow in the ground, of itself? "-H. Corn 

grows in the ground, but then first it is 

neces arr to plough the ground, to break 

it to pi<'ces.-T. "~hat's ploughing ?-1-l. 
Did you never see three or four horses dra,v

ing something along the :field in a straight 

linr, while one man drove, and another 

walked behind, holding the thing by two 

han,Ues ?-T. Y cs, I haxc ; and is that 

plonghing ?-H. It is ; :rnd there is a sharp 
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iron underneath, ·which runs into the ground. 
and turns it up, all the ,Yay it goes. -'I'. 
"\V ell, and what then ?-I-I. ,Yhcn the ground 
is thus prepared, they sow the seed all oYer 
it, and then they rake it over to cover the 
seed, and then the seed begins to grow, and 
:,hoots up Yery high, and :it last the corn 
ripens, and they reap it and carry it home.
T. I protest it must be very curious, and 
I should like to sow some seed rny:,elf, and 
sec it grow; do you think I could ?-Ii. Y cs, 
certainly, and if you ,vill dig the ground 
to-morrow, I " ·iJ.l go home to my father in 
order to procure some seed for you. 

The next morning Tommy was up alrno:,t 
as soon as it was light, and went to work 
in a corner of the garden, ·where he dug 
with great perseverance till breakfast ; to 
which he had just sat clown, ,, hen Harry 
came in from his father's, and brought with 
him the chicken, which, it J1as been men
tioned, he had sa,·ec.l from the claws of tlrn 
kite. The little ani1rn1l was now perfectly 
recovered of the hurt it Imel rccci,ed, and 
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showed so great a degree Qf affection to, its 
protector, that it would run after him like 
a, dog, hop upon his shoulder, nestle in his 
bosom, and cat crumbs out of his hand. 
Tommy was extremely surprised and pleased 
to remark its tameness and docility, and 
asked by what means it ha.cl been made so 
gentle. Harry told him, he ha.cl taken no 
particular pains a.bout it ; but that, as tho 
poor little creature had been sadly hurt, he 
had fed it every day till it was well ; and 
that, in conscqncnce of that kindness, it had 
conceived a. great degree of affection towards 
him. "Indeed," said Tommy, "that is very 
surprising : for I thought all birds had flown 
a.way whenever a man came near them; and 
that even the fowls that are kept at home 
would never let you touch thcm."-.1..lfr. B. 
And wha.t do you imagine is the reason of 
that ?-T. Boca.use they arc "·ild. - J,,fr . B. 
And what is a fowl's being Yi-·ilcl ?-T. ·when 
he will not let you come ncm· him.-Jfr. B. 
Then a fowl is ,vilcl because he will not lot 
you come near him ; and will not let you 
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come near him because he is \Yilrl. This 
is saying nothing more than that ,vhen a fo ,vl 
is wild, he ,vill not let you approach him. 
But I ,vant to know vdia,t is the reason of 
l1is being "·ild.- T. Indeed, sir, I cannot tell, 
unless it is because they are 11aturally so.
JI r . B . But if they ,vere naturally so, this 
fowl could not be fond of IIarry.- T. That 
is because he is so good to it. - 11/r. B . Very 
likely; then it is not natural for an animal 
LO run a,vay from a person that is good to 
him.-T. Xo, Sir, I believe not.-J/r. B. 
But ,vhen a person is not good to him, or 

endea.voms to hurt him, it is natural for an 
animal to run ay,;a.y from him, is it not?
T. Yes.-.Jlr. B . And then you say that he 
is wild, do yon not ?- T. Y cs, sir.-.J/r. B· 
·why then it is probable that animals are 
only wild because they a.re afraid of being 
hurt, and that they only nm away from the 
fear of danger. I uc·licvc you would do the 
same from a lion or a tiger.-.:''. Indeed I 
woulJ, sir.-.J/,·. B . . And yet you do not call 
yourself a ,vild animal. - Tommy laughed 
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n<'artily at this, and ,-.1,id, N o.-Tlicrefore, 
(sai<l l\Jr. Barlo,v,) if you want to tame 
animal:3 you must be good to them and 
treat them kindly, and then they ,vill no 
longer fear you, but come to you and love 
~-on .-.H. Indeed, that is very true : for I 
knew a. little boy that took a grrat fimey to a 
:-nakc t.hat li Yecl in his father's garden; and 
when he had his milk for breakfast, he used 
to sit under a nut-tree and whistle, and the 
r;;nake would come to him and cat out of 
his bowl.-T . .And did it not bite him?
fl. No; he sometimes used to give it a pat 
with his spoon, if it ate too fabt, but it never 
hurt him. 

Tommy was much pleased with this eon
ver:;ation; and being both good-natured, and 
desirous of making experiments, he deter
mined to try his skill in taming animals . 
.Accordingly, he took a large slice of brcacl 
in his hand, and went out to $Ctk some 
animal that he might give it to. The first 
thing that hr happened to meet ,vas a suck.-

.ing pig, that ha<l ram bled away from its 
G 
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mother, and was basking in the sun. Tommy 
would not neglect the opportunity of sho,ving 
his talents; he therefore called, "Pig, pig, 
pig, come hither little pig!" .But the pig, 
who did not exactly comprehr:ind his inten
tions, only grunted and ran a,vay. "You 
little ungrateful thing," said Tomrnr, "do 
you treat me in this manner, ·when I want 
to feed you ? If you do not knov,· your 
friend3, I must teach you." Saying this, he 
sprang at the pig, and caught him by the 
hind leg, intending to ha Ye giYen him the 
bread which he had in his haucl; but the 
pig, "·ho was not used to be treated in that 
manner, began struggling and squeaking to 
that degree that the sow, " ·ho ,Yas within 
hearing, came running to the place, with 
all the rest of the li tter at her heels. As 
Tommy did not know whether she would be 
pleased with his ci,·ilities to her young one, 
or not, he thought it most prudent to let 
it go; and the pig, enLlcarnuring to escape 
as spec<lily as pos::.ible, unfortunately ran 
bebveen his legs, and thre"· him down . The 
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place where this accident happened was 
extremely wet; therefore T;mmy, in falling, 
dirtied himself from hrad to foot, and the 
sow, who came up at that instant, passed 
over him as he attempted to rise, and rolled 
him back again into the mire. Tommy, 
who was not the coolest in his temper, was 
extremely proYoked at this ungrateful return 
for his intended kindness, and losing all 
patience, he seized the sow by the hind 
leg, :md began pommelling her with all his 
might, as she attempted to escape. The 
sow, as may be imagined, did not relish 
such treatment, but endeavoured with all 
her force to escape : but Tommy keeping 
his hold, and continuing his discipline, she 
struggled ·with such -violence as to drag him 
several yards, squeaking in the most lamen
table manner all the time, in which she was 
joined by the whole litter of pigs. During 
the heat of this contest, a large flock of geese 
happened to be crossing the road, into the 
midst of which the a:ffrighted sow rnn 
headlong, dragging the enraged Tommy at 

G 2 
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her heels. The goslings retreated with the 
greatest precipitation, joining their mournful 
cackling to the general noise: but a gander 
of more than common size and courage, 
resenting the unprovoked attack ,vhich had 
been made upon his family, flew at Tommy's 
hinder parts, and gave him several severe 
strokes with his bill. Tommy, whose con
rage had hitherto been unconqueraole, being 
tlrns unexpectedly attacked by a, new enemy, 
was ooliged to give up the contest; and not 
knowing the precise extent of his danger: 
he not only suffered the sow to escape, 
but joined his vociferations to the general 
scream. This alarmed l\Ir. Barlow, who 
coming up to the place, found his })l]pil in 
the most woeful plight, daubed from head 
to foot, with his face and hands as black ::t'

those of any chimney-sweeper. He inquired 
whr.t ·was the matter, and Tommy, as soon 
as he had reconrcd breath enough to speak, 
answered in this manner-" Sir, all this is 
owino- to "·bat you told me about taming b • \ 1 

animals. I wanted to make them tame and 

I B 
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gentle, and to love me, anti you sec the 
conseq ucnees."--" Indeed," said .Mr. Bar
low, "I sec you have been very ill-treated: 
but I hope you are not hurt; and if it is 
owing to any thi:1g I l1avc said, I shall feel 
the more concei·n."-" No," said Tommy, 
" I cannot say that I am much hurt."
" Why then," said Mr. Barlow, "you had 
better go and wash yourself; and when you 
arc c1can, we will talk over the affair." 

"\Yhcn Tommy had returned, l\Ir. Barlow 
asked him how the a.ccident happened; and 
when he had heard the story, he said: '' I 
am very sorry for your misforlmH\ Lut I 
do not pcrcei Ye that I was the caus0 of it : 
for I do not remember that I ever ad Yi:;ed 
you to catch pigs by the hiu<ler legs." 

T. Ko, sir; but you told me that feeding 
animals ,ms the ,Yay to make them love me, 
and so I wanted to focd the pig.-JJr. B. 
But-it was not my fault that you attc•mpted 
it in a wrong m; nncr. The animal dicl not 
know your intu.tion:::, and therefore when 
you seized him in so viol"nt a manner, he 

G 3 
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naturally attempted to escape; and his 
mother, hearing his cries, Yery naturally 
;:;ame to his assistance. ~\.11 that happened 
was owing to your inexperience. Defore 
you meddle ,yifo any animal yon should 
make yourself acquaintr•d with his nature an<l 
disposition ; otherwise, you may fare like 
the little boy, that, in attempting to catch 
flies, wns stung by a, wasp: or, like another, 
that seeing an adder sleeping npon a Lank, 
took it for an eel, and was Litten by it, 
which had nearly cost him his lifc.-T. 
J3ut, sir, I thought Harry had mentioned 
:i. little boy that used to feed a snake without 
recciYing any hnrt from it.-Jfr. B. That 
might Yery well happen: there is scarcely 
a.ny creature that will tlo hurt without it i;; 
attacked or wants foorl, an<l some of these 
reptiles arc entirely harmk':;s, otlwrs not; 
therefore the be t way is not to mcclclle ,yitl1 
any thing till you arc perfectly accp1ainte<l 
with its nature. IIacl von oo:;erH•tl this 
rule, you ne.-er "·oul(l ham attempted to 
catch the pig Ly tl:c hinder leg, in order to 
bmc it. 

I I 
I 
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The next day, Tommy ?,nd Harry sowed 
in the garden the wheat which Harry had 
brought from his father's, upon a bed which 
Tommy had dug for that purpose. 

Mr. Barlow then came to call them in to 
read, and told Tommy, that, as he had been 
talking so mueh about good-nature to ani
mals, he had looked him out a very pretty 
story upon the subject, and begged that he 
woulcl read it well. "That I ,Yill," said 
Tommy; "for I begin to like reading 
extremely : and I think I am happier too 
since I learned it; for now I can always 
divert myself."'-" Indeed," answered Mr. 
Barlov•;, "most people find it so. 'When any 
one can read, he will not find the knowledge 
any bmden to him; and it is his own fault 
:f he is not constantly amused. This is an 
advantage, Tommy, which a gentleman, 
since yon arc so fond of the ,vord, may more 
particularly enjoy, because he has so much 
time at his o,vn disposal. And it is much 
Letter that he shoul<l distingui::;h himself by 
having more knowledge and improvement 
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than others, than by fine clotbes, or any 
such trifles, which any one may have that 
can purchase them, as well as himself.', 
Tommy then read, with a clear and distinct 
voice, the following story of 

THE GOOD-NATURED LITTLE BOY. 

A LITTLE boy "·cnt out, one mornmg, 
to walk to a village about five miles from tho 
place where he lived, and carried ,,.ith him, 
in a bask et, the provision that ,vas to serve 
him tho ,vhole da,y. As he was walking 
along, a poor little half-starved dog came 

up to him, "agging his tail, and seemed to 
entreat him to fake compassion on him. 
The little boy at first took no notice of him, 
but at lcneth remarked lww lean and famish-

'-' 

ed the creature sccrncJ to be, he said, " This 
animal is certainly in yery great necessity : 
if I gi \·e him part of my provision, I sha.11 
Le obliged to go home hungry my::;clf; 
howeYer, as he seems to ,Yant it more than I 
do, he shall partrtke with me." Saying tl1is: 
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he ga-v-e the dog part of ,vhat he had rn his 

basket, who ate as if he lrnd not tasted 

Yictuals for a fortnight. The little boy went 

on a little further, the dog still following 

him, anu fawning upon him with the greatest 

gratitude and affection, when he saw a poo:r 

old horse lying upon the ground, and groan

in~ as if he ... .-as ,·cry ill: he went up to 

him, anu saw that he was almost star-,eu, 

and so ,veak that he was un:ible to rise. 

" I am Ycry much afraid," sr.id the little 

boy, " if I tay to assist this horse, that it 

will be dark before I can return, and I 

hase heard there arc several thieves in the 

neighbourhood : however, I will try ; it is 

doing a good action to attempt to relieve 

him, and God Almighty will take care of 

me." Uc then went ancl gathered some 

grass, "·hich he brought to the horse's mouth, 

who immediately began to cat v,·ith as much 

rcli-sh as if his chief disease "·as hungC'r. 

He then fetched sornc ,Yater in his hat, 

.,vhich the animal drank up, and seemed 

immediately to be so much rcfre::.hed, that, 
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after a faw trials, he got up, and began 
grazmg. He then ·went on a little further, 
and saw a man wading rrbont in a pond of 
water, without being able to get out of it, in 
spite of all his e11deaYours. ",,rhat is the 
matter, good man?" said the little boy to 
him ; '· can't yon find your way out of this 
pond?"-"No, God bless you, my ,rorthy 
master, or miss," said the man ; "for such I 
take yon to be by yonr Yoicc: I haYe fallen 
into this pond, and kno,v not ho,v to get 
out again, as I am quite Llind, an<l I am 
a.lmost afraid to move, for fear of being 
drowned." ""r ell," saicl the little boy, 
" though I sliall be ,_-et ted to the skin, if 
you will throw me your stic.:k, I will try to 
help you out of it." 

The lJlincl man then tlnew the stick to 
that side on ,Yhich he l1earcl thr voice ; 
the little boy ca11ght it, ancl went into the 
water, feeling very carcfoll.v lieforc him 
lest he shoulcl unguarcldly go bcyoml his 
tlcpth : at length he n':H.:l1t·d the 1Jlincl man, 
Louk him Vt ry carefully Ly the hand, and 
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let\ him out. The blind . man then gaYc 

him a thousand blessings, and toJd him he 
would grope out his ,yay home, and the 
little boy r:m on as hard as he coulcl, to 
preyent being benighted. But he had not 
proceeded far before he sa·w a poor rnilor, 
that had lost both his legs in an c:r:gage
ment br sea, hopp:ng along upon crutches. 
'' God 1lcs~ you, my li ttle master," said the 
saibr; " I ha ,·e fought many a battle '\Yith 
the French to defend poor Old England, but 
now I am crippled, as you see, and haYe 
neither Yictuals nor money, so that I am 
almost famished." 

The li ttle boy could 110t resist ]1is rn
clination to rclieYe him, so he gaye him 
all his remaining Yictuals, and said, "God 
help you, poor man ! this is all I ha,e, 
otherwise you should haYe more." He 
then ran along, and presently arrind at 
i.he - toYm he ,Yas going to, did his bmi
ncss, and returned towards his hornc, "-ith 
a.11 the expedition 111' was able. But be 
had not gone 11""1Uch more tlian half ·way, 
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before the night shut in extre1nc]y dark, 
without either moon or stars to light him. 
The poor little boy did all he was aLle to 
find his ,Yay, but unfortunately rnissrd it 
in turning clo"·n a lane which brought him 
into a ·wood, where he ,YandereJ about 
a great while without being aLle io fo,.l 
·my path to lrnc.l him out. Tired out «~ 
la.st and hungry, 110 felt himself ::.o feeble, 
that he could go no farther, but sat him
:elf down npon the ground, crying most 
bitterly. In this &ituation he remained for 
some time, till at last the little dog, "·ho 
l1ad ne,·er forsaken him, came np to him, 
,.,.agging his tai1, and holding something m 
his month. The little boy took it from 
him, ;nd saw it " ·as a handkcrc:lii0f nicely 
pinned together, which sorncuody Jin l 
dropped, and the dog had picked it up : 
;incl, upon opening it, he fonncl scYcral 
,dices of breacl and n1C'at, which the littk 
boy ate "·ith great satisfaction, and felt 
l1imself extremely refre:-,he1l ,Yith hi :~ meal. 
', ~o," ~aill the little boy, " I sec tliat if 
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I have gi ,·en you a breakfast, you have given 
me a supper, and a good turn is never lost, 
done even to a dog." Ile then once more 
attempted to esca,pc from the wood, but it 
was to no purpose; he only scratched l1is 
legs ,Yith briars, a.ncl slipped down in the 
dirt, ,vithout Lcing aLle to find his way out. 
Ile ,vas just going to gi rn up all further 
attempts in despair, when he happened to 
see a horse foeding before him, and going 
up to l1im, sri,w, by the light of the moon, 
which ju~t faen began to shine a, little, that 
it was the very same he had fed in the 
morning. " Perhaps," said the little boy, 
" this creature, as I have been so good to 
hin1, will let me get upon his back, and he 
may bring me out of the wood, as he is 
accustomed to fcc:d in this neig-hLour hood." 

L 

The little boy then went up to the horse, 
speakiug to him and stroking him, and the 
horse kt him mount his Lack ,vithout oppo
sition; and then procceclcJ slowly through 
the wo<ld, grazinQ" as he went, tin he brought 
!,im to au opening which led to the high 

I[ 
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road . The little boy was much rejoiced at 

this, and said, (' If I bad not saYed this 

creature's life in the moming, I should have 

been obliged to stay here aJl night ; I see by 

this, that a good turn is neYer lost." 

But the poor little boy had yet a greater 

da,nger to undergo ; for, as he ,vas going 

along a solitary lane, bvo men rushed out 

upon him, laid hold of him, and ,vere going 

to strip him of his clothes; but just as they 

were beginning to do it, the li ttle clog bit 

tl:e leg of one of the men ,vith so much 

violcnee, that he left the little bov, ancl 

pursued the clog, that ran ho,vling and bark

mg a,var. In this in::,tant a voice was heard, 

that cried out, ·' There the rascals arc, let 

us knock them clo,,71 ! " ,vhich frightened 

tl.e remaining man so much, that he ran 

away, and his companion followed him. 

The little boy then looked up, and saw that 

it was the sailor, ,vhorn he had relicYed m 

the morning, carried upon the shoulders of 

i he blinrl man ,Yhom be bad helped out of 

tl1e pond. '· There, my little dear," $ad 
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the sailor, " God be thanked ! we liave 
come in time to do you a sen-ice, in return 
for what you clicl for us in the morning-. As 
I fay tmde::r a hedge. I heard these villains 
talk of robbing a little boy, who, from the 
description, I concluded must be you; but 
I was so lame, that I should not have been 
able to come time enough to he] p you, if I 
had not met this l10ncst blind man, who 
took me upon his l>ack, "·hilc I showed him 
the ,vay." 

The little l>oy thanked them very grate
fully for tlrn defending him, and they "·ent 
altogether to his father's house, "·hich ,vas 
not far off, "·here they "·ere all kindly 
entertained with a supper and a be(l. The 
little l>oy took care of his faithful dog a:-; 
long as he fo·ed, and never forgot the impor
tance and neces:;ity of doing good to others, 
if we wish them to <Lo the same to us. 

-Upon my wurtl," ::;nid Tommy, wl1e11 lie 
had finished, " I am vastly pleased with this 

}, 2 
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st,1ry; and I think that it may very likely 
be trui:i ; for I haYe observed myself, that 
every thing seems to love little Harry here, 
merely because he is good-natured to it. 
I "-as quite surprised to see the great dog 
the other day, which I have never dared 
to touch, for fear of being bitten, fawning 
and gamboling about him, quite pleased." 
" That dog," said i\Ir. Barlow, " ,vill be 
equally fond of you, if you are kind to him; 
for nothing equals the gratitude and sagacity 
nf a clog. But since you lrnYe read a story 
about a good-natured boy, Harry shall read 
you another, 
disposition." 

story of 

concerning a boy of a contrary 
Harry then read the following 

TIIE ILL-NATURED BOY. 

TrrnnE ,Yas once n. litlle boy who was so 
unfortunate as to haYe a very bad man for 
l,is father, ,vho was always surly and ill
tempered, and never gave l1is children either 
.good instrnction or good example : in con-
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sequence of which, this ,little boy, who 
might othenvise ha,e been happier and 
better, became ill-natured, quarrelsome, and 
di!':agreeable to every body. He very often 
was se,erely beaten by boys that were bigger 
than himself for his impertinence, and some
times by boys that were less; for, though 
he was ,cry abusive and quarrelsome, he did 
not much like fighting, and generally trusted 
more to his heels than his courage, when 
he had engaged himself in a quarrel. This 
little boy had a cur do~ that ·was the exact 
image of himself : he wa5 the most trouble
some, surly creature imaginable, always 
harking at the heels of every horse he came 
near, and worrying e,ery sheep he could 
meet ,,ith ; for which reason both the clog 
and the boy were disliked by all the ncig-1.
bourhood. 

One morning his father got up early to 
go to the ale-house, ·where he intended to 
stay till night, as it ,vas a holiday; but 
before he went out, he gave his son some 
bread and cold meat, and sixpenct', and told 

II 3 
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him that he might go and diwrt lnmself as 
he ,Yonld, the \Yhole day. The little boy 
,-vas very nrnch pleased \Yith this liberty; 
and as it was a very fine morning, he called 
his clog Tiger to follo,y him, and began his 
walk. Ile had not proceeded far before he 
met a little boy, ,Yho ,ms driYing a flock 
of sheep towards a gate, that he ,rnnted to 
enter. " Pray, master," said the little boy, 
"stand still and keep your dog dose to you, 
for fear you frighten my sheep."-" Oh! 
yes, to be snre," answered the ill-natured 
little boy: " I am to ,rnit here all the morn
ing, till you and your sheep have passed, 
I suppose ! Herc, Tiger, seize them, boy!' 
Tiger at this sprang forth into the middle 
of the flock, barking and biting on eYery 
side, and the sheep, in a general consterna
tion, hurried each a separate way. Tiger 
seemed to e11joy this sport eqnally v,ith his 
master; bnt in the midst of his trinrnpb, he 
happened nng-uarcledly to attack an old ram 
that had more conrage thnn the rest of the 
flock: he instead of rnnning away, faced 
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about, and aimed a blo,v ,with his forehead 

at his enemy, ,vith so much force and dex

terity, that he knocked Tiger over and over, 

and butting him several times ,Yhcn he was 

clown, obliged him to 1irnp bo-wling away. 

The ill-natured little boy, who ·was not capa

ble of loving any thing, had 1ecn very much 

diverted with the trepidation of the sheep 

but now he laughed heartily at the misfor

tune of his dog; and he would have bugherl 

much longer, had not the other little boy, 

provoked beyond his patience at this treat

ment, thro,Yn a stone at him, which hit him 

full upon the temples, and almost knocked 

him clown. Ile immediately began to cry, 

in concert ,Yith bis dog, and percei ,·ing a 

man corning to,vards thrrn, whom he fancied 

might be the owner of the sheep, he thought 

it most prudent to escape as speedily as pos

sib~?- But he h~d scarcely recovered from 

the smart which the blow had occasioned, 

before his former mischievous disposition re

turned, "·l1ich he clctcnnincd to gnitify to the 

utmo8t. 
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He had not gone far, before he saw a 
little girl sbnding by a stile ·with a large 
jug of milk at her feet. " Pray," said the 
little girl, "help me up "·ith this jug of 
milk: my mother sent me out to fetch it this 
morning, and I ha:rn brought it aboYe a mile 
upon my head ; but I am so tired, that I 
have been obliged to stop at this stile to rest 
me; and if I don't return home presently, 
we shall haYc no purl.cling to-day, and be
sides my mother will be Yery angry with 
inc."-" ·what ! " said tho boy, " you are to 
have a pudding to-day, arc you, miss?"
" Y cs," said the girl, " and a fine piece of 
l'Oast beef; for there's uncle ,,.,.ill, and uncle 
John, and grandfather, and all my cousins, 
to dine with us; and ,vc shall be Ycrr merry 
in the cYening, I can assure you : so, pray, 
help me up, as speedily as pos~iblc." " That 
I will, miss," said the boy, ancl taking up 
the jug, he pretended to fix it upon her 
head; but just as she had hold of it, he gaye 
it a little push, as if he hacl stumbled, and 
ovcrturneLl it upon her. The little girl 

I 
I • 
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began to cry Yiolcntly; but the mischievous 
boy ran away laughing heartily, and saying, 
" Good bye, little miss ; give my humble 
service to uncle ,Vill, and grandfather, and 
the dear little cousins." 

This prank encouraged him very much; 
for he thought that now he had certainly 
escaped without any bad consequences : so 
he went on, applauding his own ingenuity, 
and came to a green, ·where several little 
boys were at play. He desired leave to 
play with them, which they allowed him to 
tlo. But he could not be contented long, 
without exerting his evil disposition ; so 
taking an opportunity when it was his turn 
to fling the ball, instead of fli11ging it the 
,var he ought to have done, he threw it into 
a, deep muddy ditch: the little boys ran in a 
great hurry to sec what ,ms become of it~ 
a.11;d as they were standing all together upon 
the brink, he gave the outern10st boy a 
violent push against his neighbour, which 
l"l'llt them both into the ditch together 
They soon scrambled out, although in ~ 
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dirty plight, and ,verc going to have pun
ished him for his ill bcliaYiour; but he 
patted Tiger upon his back, "·ho bcgau 
snarling and gro"·ling in such a manner a::. 
made them desi::.t. Thus this little nus
chieYous boy escaped a second time witl1 
impunity. 

The next thing that he met "·ith was a. 
poor clonker feeding very quictlr in a ditch. 
The little bor, seeing that noLody wa:, ,yithin 
sight, thought this was an opportunitr ot' 
plaguing an animal, that ,.-as 110-t to be lost; 
so he went and cut a large Lunch of thorns. 
which he contriYed to fix to the poor beast's 
tail, ancl then setting i'iger 
extremely diYertcd to sec 
ao-ony the creature ,vas in. 0 • 

at l1im, he was 
the fright and 
But it did not 

fare so ,nll with Tiger, who, while he wa::, 
haying and biting the animal';:; heel::;, rc
cci ,·ed so senrc a kick on hi;:; head, as laid 
him dead upon the spot. The boy, who had 
some affection for his clog, left him with 
couccrn, when he s·tw what had l1appencd, 
and finding himself hungry, sat clown by the 
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,vay-side to eat his dinner. He had not 
been long there, before a blind man came 
groping his way out with a couple of sticks. 
" Good morning to you, gaffer," said tlw 
boy ; "pray did you see a little girl come 
this road, with a basket of eggs upon her 
head, dressed in a green go,Yn, ,Yith a strn.w 
hat upon her head?" "God bless you, 
master," said the beggar, '' I am so blind, 
that I can see nothing: I ham been so 
these hYenty years, and they call me poor, 
old, blind Richard." Though this poor 
man "\Vas such an object of charity and 
compassion, yet the little boy determined, 
as usual, to ph,v him some trick ; and, 
as he did not teut· to tell a lie, he· spoke 
to him thus : " Poor old Richard ! I am 
heartily sorry for you: I am just eating my 
dinner, and if you ,Yill sit <loYm by me, 
I ':'ill giYe jou part, and feed you myself." 
" Thank yon \Yith all my heart," said the 
poor man, " and if you ,,·ill giYe mo your 
hand, I will sit by you with great pleasure, 
my dear, good little ma::iter." The little 
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boy then gaYe him his hand, and, prctcndi!1g 
to direct him, guided l1im to sit down in a 
large heap of wet clung that lay by the road 
side. " There," said hr, " now you are 
nicely seated, and I "·ill feed you." So 
taking a, little in his fingers, he was going to 
put it into the blind rnr.n's mouth. But the 
man, who now pcrceiYed the trick that had 
been played, made a sudden snap at his 
fingers, and getting them between his teeth, 
bit them so severely, that the wicked boy 
roared out for mercy, and promised ncvrr 
more to be guilty of such ,Yic:kcdness. Ai 
last the blind man, after he had put him to 
verr se,;ere pain, consented to let him go, 
saying as be went, "Are you not a~hamed, 
you little scoundrel, to attempt to do hurt to 
those ,vho ha rn never injured you, and to 
,vant to add to the sufferings of those who 
are already sufficiently miseraLlc? Although 
you escape now, be assured, that, if you do 
not repent and mend your ways, you will 
meet ,.,.,.ith a severe pnni:-.;]rn1ent for yonr ba.J 
behaviour." 
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One "TT"ould think, tlm.t this punishment 
should ha,ve cured him entirely of this mis
chievous disposition ; but, unfortunately, 
nothing is so difficult to oYcrcome as bad 
habits that ha.Ye been long inclnlged. As lie 
walked on, he saw a lame beggar, vd10 just 
made a shift to support himself by the means 
of a couple of sticks. The beggar asked him 
to give him something, a.ncl the little mis
chievous boy, pulling out his sixpence, 
threw it down just before him, as if he 
ntendecl to make him a present of it; but 
while the poor ma.n ,vas stooping with diffi
culty to pick it up, this " ·ickccl little boy 
knocked the stick away, by ,vhich mea.ns 
the beggar fell dov,·n upon his face, and 
then, snatching up the sixpence, he ran 
a\vay laughing very heartily at the acciclent. 

This was the last trick this little ungra
cious boy hacl it in his power to play; for 
seeing two men come up to the beggar, arnl 
enter into c.liscours0 with him, ho "·as afraid 
of being pmsued, and therefore ran as fast 
as he ,vas able over several fields. At last 

l 
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he came into a lane ·which led to a farrnrr's 
orchard, and as he was preparing to clamber 
over a fence, a large dog seized him by the 
leg, and held him fast. He cried out in an 
agony of terror, which brought the farmer 
out, "·ho called the clog off, but seized him 
very roughly, saying, "So ! sir, you arc 
ca.ught at last, arc you? You thought you 
might come, day after day, and steal my 
apples, ,vithout detection; but it seems you 
are mistaken, and no,v you shall receive the 
punishment you have so richly desencd.•· 

The farmer then began to chastise him 
very scverdy with a whip he had in his 
hand, and the boy in vain protested he was 
innocent, and begged for mercy. At last the 
farmer asked him ,vbo he ,vas, and where he 
lived; but when he had heard his name, llC 
cried out, "\'lhat ! arc you the little rascal 
that frightened my sheep this morning, hy 
which means se,cral of them arc lo t? and 
do you tl1ink to escape?" Raying this, he 
lashed him more sc-..-rrely than before, m 
spite of aH his cries and protestations. At 
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length, thinking he had punished him 

enough, he turnd him out of the orchard, 

bade him go home, and frighten sheep again 

if he liked the consequences. The little boy 

slunk away crying very bitterly, for he had 

been very severely beaten, and now began to 

find that no one can long hurt others with 

impunity: so he determined to go quietly 

home, and behase better for the future. 

But his suffe:;:ings were not yet at an end; 

for as he jumped do\vn from a stile, he felt 

himself Yery roughly seized, and, looking 

up, found that he vrns in the power of the 

lame beggar '.vhom he had throvrn upon his 

face. It ,.,_.as in vain the.Lt he now cried, 

entreated, and begged pardon : the man, who 

had been much hurt by his fall, thrashed 

him very :::.eYerely with his stick, before he 

would part with him. Ile now again went 

on. crying and roaring with pain, but at least 

expected to escape without farther damage. 

But here he ·was mistaken; for as he was 

\valking ::,lowly through a lane, just as he 

turned a corner, he found himself in the 

I 2 
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middle of the Yery troop of bors that he had 
used so ill in the morning. They all set up 
a shout as soon as they saw their enemy in 
their power without his clog, and began per
secuting him in a thousand Yarious war~
Sorne pulled him by the hair, others pinched 
him; some whipped his legs ,vith their hand
kerchiefs, while others conred him ,vith 
handfuls nf dirt. In Yain did he attempt t~ 
escape: they "·ere still at his heel:3, mid 
surrounding him on every side, continued 
their persecutions. At length, while he was 
in this disagreeable situation, he happened to 
come up to the same donkey he had seen in 
the morning, and, making a sudden spring, 
jumped upon his back, hoping by these 
means to escape. Tl1e boys immediately 
renewed their shouts, and the ass who ,vas 
frightened at the noise, began galloping 
with all his might, and presently bore }1im 
from the reach of his enemies. But he had 
little reason to rejoice at this escape; for he 
found it impossible to stop the animal, and 
was every instant afraid of heinQ' thrown oft~ 
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a.nd dashed upon the ground. After he had 

been thus hurried along a considerable time, 

the ass on a sudden stopped short at the door 

of a cottage, and began kicking and prancing 

·with so much fury, that the little boy was 

presently throvm to the ground, and broke 

his leg in the fall. His cries immediately 

brought the family out, among whom was 

the very little girl he had used ill in the 

rnommg. But she, with the greatest good

nature seeing him in such a pitiable situa

tion, assisted in bringing him in, and laying 

him upon tho bed. Thero this unfortunate 

boy had leisure to recollect himself, and 

reflect upon his own bacl behaviour, which 

in one nay's time had exposed him to such a 

variety of misfortunes; and he determined 

with great sincerity, that if ever he recover

ed from his present accident, he would be as 

careful to take cv0ry opportunity of doing 

good, as he had before been to commit everv 

species of mischief. 

I 3 
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When the story was ended Tommy said 
it ,...-:is very surprising to sec how differ
ently the two little boys fared. The one 
little boy was good-natured, and the1'efore 
e,·ery thing he met became his friend, and 
assisted him in return ; the other one, who 
was ill-na.ture1.l, made every thing his ene
my, and therefore he met with nothing but 
misfo1·tlmcs and Yexations, and nobody 
seemed to feel any compassion for him, 
excepting the 1rnor little girl that assisted 
him at last, ·which ,ms Ycry kind indeed 
of her, considering how ill she ha<l bee11 
used. 

" That is Yery true, indeed," said l\lr. 
Barlow, "nobody can expect to be Joyed 
in this ,--;-orld unless he loves others and 
does good to them; and nobody can tell 
hut one time or other he may want the 
assistancr; of the meanest and lowest. 
Therefore, a sensiule man will behave well 
to enry one around him; he ,vill behaYe 
well, because it is his duty to do it, be
cause a bencrnlcnt person feels the greatest 
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pleasure in doing good, , aucl even becausr 
it is his own interest to make as many 
friends as possible. Ko one can tell ho,v
ever secure his present situation may appear, 
how soon it may alter, and he may have occa
sion for the compassion of those who arc now 
infinitely below him." 

" Pray, sir," said Tommy, when they 
had done reaJ.ing, " may I ask a favour 
of you ?"-" Surely," ans,vered l\Ir. Bar
low; " if it is proper for yon to have, 
there is nothing can g1 rn me a greater 
pleasure than to grant it."-" "\Vhy, then," 
said Tommy, " I have been thinking that 
a man shoulJ. know how to do every thing 
in this worlcl."-.111r. B. Yery right : the 
more kno,vlcdgc he acquires, the bette.r.
T . . And therefore Harry and I arc going 
to build a house. - .Jfr. B. To buiM a 
house ! \\.,. ell, and ha Ye you lairl in a 
sufficient quantity of bricks and mortar?" 
" X o, no," said Tommy, ~miling, " Harry 
n,ncl I can build houses "-ithout bricks and 
rnortar."-_Jfr. B \\7rnt arc they to be 
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made of tl1en ? cards ?-" Dear sir," an
swered Tommy, " do you think "·e are 
such little children as to want card houses ? 
No, we arc going to build a real housr, 
fit for people to liYe in."-1.lfr. B. 1\'hat 
is it then you w·ant to make your house ? 
- T. The first thing we want, sir, is ,,·ood, 
and a hatchct.-l,./r. B. 1Y ood you shall 
have in plenty; but did you ever use a 
hatchet ?-T. To, sir.-.Alr. B. Then I 
am afraid to let you 11a,·c one, because it 
is a Yery dangerous kind of tool ; and if 
you are not expert in the use of it, yon 
may wound yourself severely. But if yon 
will 1ct me know ,Yhat you "·ant, I, who 
am stronger and more expert, " ·ill take 
the hatchet and cnt clown the "·ood for 
you.-" Thank you, sir," ~aid Tommy: 
'' you arc Yerr good to me indeed."-And 
a way Harry and he ran to the copse at 
the bottom of the garden. Mr. Barlo,v 
went to "·ork, and presently, by Harry's 
direction, cut do"·n scYcral poles, about 
as thick as a man's ·wrist, and about eight 
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foet long : these he sharpened at the end 
in order to run into the ground ; and so 
eager were the two little boys at the 
business, that in a very short time they 
lrnd transported them all to the bottom of 
the garden, and Tommy entirely forgot he 
was a gentleman, and worked with the 
greatest eagerness. '' Now," said l\lr. 
Barlow, " where will you fix your house?" 
" Herc," answered Tommy, " I think, 
just at the bottom of this hill, because it 
will be warm a.nd sheltered." So Harry 
took the stakes, and began to thrnst them 
i.nto the ground at about the distance of 
:-i foot : and in this manner he enclosed a 
hit of ground which was about ten feet 
iong and eight feet wide, leaYing an open
ing in the middle, of three feet wide, 
for a door. After this was done, they 
gathered up the brushwood that "-as cnt 
off, and by Harry's direction they · inter 
woyc it between the poles, in such a 
manner as to form a compact kin~l of 
fence. This labour, as may be imagined, 
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took them up several days ; ho,vernr, they 
worked at it very hard eYery clay, and 
eYery clay the ,vork ad rnncccl, which :filled 
Tommy's heart with so much pleasure, tha.t 
he thought himself the happiest little boy in 
the world. 

One day, when they went into the gar
den to resume the building of their house, 
they found to their unspeakable regret, 
that, during their absence, an accident 
had happened, ,Yhich had entirely destroyed 
all their labours. A Yiolent storm of wind 
and rain had risen that morning, which, 
blowing full against the \Valls of their 
newly constructed house, had levelled it 
·with the ground. Tornmy could scarcely 
refrain from crying \Yhen he saw the ruim 
lying round; but Harry, ,vho bore the loss 
vvith more composure, told him not to mind 
it, for it could be easily repaired, and 
they would build it stronger the next time. 
Harry then ,yent up to the spot, and after 
examining it for some time, told Tommy 
that he bclioYed he had found out the 

1 ., 
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reason of their misfortune., " "\Vhat is it ?" 
said Tommy. " Why," said Harry, " it is 
only because we did not drive these stakes, 
which arc to bear the whole ,veight of our 
house, far enough into the ground : and1 

therefore, when the ·wind blew against the 
flat side of it with so much violence, it 
could not resist. And now I remember to 
have seen the workmen, when they begin 
a building, dig a considerable ·way into 
the ground, to lay the foundation fast ; 
and I should think, that if we dro,e these 
stakes a great way into the ground, it 
would produce the same effect, and we 
should ha,e nothing to fear from any future 
storms." 

Mr. Barlow then came into the garden, 
and the b,o boys showed him their mis
fortune, and asked him ,vhcthcr he did 
not think that driving the stakes farther in 
wo1ild prevent such an accident for the 
future? iir. Barlow told them, he thought 
it ,vould ; and that, as tbcy ·were too short 
to reach the top of the stakes, he wou]d 
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assist them. He then ·went and brought 
a wooden mallet, with which he struck 
the top of the stakes, an<l drove them so 
fast into the ground, that there was no 
longer any danger of their being shaken 
by the ,...-eatlier. Harry and Tommy then 
applied them~clves ·with so much assiduity 
io their ,vork, that they in a Yery short 
time bad repaired all the damage, and 
advanced it as far as it hacl been be
fore. The next thing that ,vas necessary 
to be clone, ·was putting on a roof; for 
hitherto they hacl com,tructed nothing but 
the walls. For this purpose they took 
several othrr long poles, which they laid 
across their bnildillg ,vhere it ,vas narrow
est ; and upon these they placetl straw in 
considerable quantities, so that no,v they 
imagined tlwy had constructed a hon:,;c that 
would completely screen them from the 
weather. But in this, unfortunately, they 
,-vere again mi:::taken; for a, very violent 
shower of rain corniug, ju~t as they had 
finished tlieir building, they took shelter 
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under it, and remarked for some time, with 
infinite pleasure, how dry and eomfortable 
it kept them; but at last the stra.w that 
co,ercd it being completely soaked through, 
and the ,vater having no ,ent to run oft~ 
by reason of the flatness of the roof, the 
rain began to 
c1uantitics. For 

IA~netrate in considerable 
some time I-farry and 

incou,cniency ; but it Tommy bore the 

incrtascd so much, that they ,vere soon 
ubligcd to yield to it, and SPek for shelter 
in the house. 1Yhen they were thus se
c.:urcd, they began again to consider the 
affair of the house, and Tommy said that 
it surdy must be because they had not 
put stra,v enough upon it. " Ko," said 
Harry, " I think that cannot be the rea
son ; I rather imagine tl1at it must be 
owi11g to om roof lying so fl.at : for I haYe 
obserwd, that all houses that I ha \·c e,er 
~ccn, ha YO their roofs in a shch-ing posi
t ion, by whic.:h means the wet continually 
runs off from them, and fa]h, to the ground; 
whereas, ours being quite flat, detained 

K 



THE NEW ROOF. 

almost all the rain that fell upon it, which 
must necessarily soak deeper and deeper 
into the straw, till it penetrated quite 
through." They therefore agreed to remedy 
this defect, and for this purpose they took 
several poles of an equal length, the one 
end of which they fastened to the side of 
their house, and let the other bYo ends 
meet in the middle, by which means they 
formed a roof, exactly like that ,Yhich "·e 
commonly sec upon buildings. They also 
took seYeral otlier poles, v,·hich they tied 
across the others, to keep them firm in 
their places, and giYe the roof adclitionai 
strength. And, lastly, thC'y conrrd the 
whole with straw or thatch, and, for fear 
the thatch should be blo,vn away, they 
stuck several pegs in different places, and 
put small pieces of stick cros:;"·isc, from 
peg to peg, to keep the straw in its place. 
'\Vhen this was done, they found they hacl 
a. very tolerable hou_e; only the E-ides, 
heing formed of brushwood alone, did not 
sufficiently exclude the wind. To remedy 

Lt 
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this inconvenience, Harry,, who was chief 
architect, procured some clay, and mixed 
it up with water, to render it sufficiently 
soft, he daubed it all over the walls, both 
within and without, by which means the wind 
was excluded, and the house rendered much 
warmer than bcfoTc. 

Some time had now elapsed smce the 
seeds of the ,vhcat wore sown, and they 
began to shoot so vigorously, that the 
blade of the corn appeared green above 
the ground, and increased every day in 
strength. Tommy went to look at it every 
morning, and remarked its gradual increase 
" ·i tl1 the greatest satisfaction. " Now," 
said he to Harry, " I think we should 
soon be able to live, if we were on a 
desert island. Herc is a house to shelter 
us from the ,vcathcr, and ,ve shall soon 
have some corn for food." - " Y cs," an
swer.eel Harry, "but there arc a great many 
things still ,vanting to enable us to make 
hrcad." 

Mr. Barlow had a very largo garder., 
K 2 
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and an orchard full of the finest fruit 
trees; and he had another bit of ground 
where he used to sow seeds in order to 
raise trees ; and then they were carefully 
planted out in beds, till they ·were big 
enough to be moYed into the orchard, and 
produce fruit. Tommy had often eaten of 
the fruit of the orchard, and thought it 
delicious ; and this led him to think that 
it would be a great impro,ement to their 
house, if he had a fe,v trees ,vhich he 
might set near it, and which would shelter 
it frum the sun, and hereafter produce 
fruit : so he begged ::\Ir. Barlow to girn 
him a couple of trees, and }Ir. Barlow 
told him to go into the nnrsery and take 
his choice. Accordingly, Tommy ;yent 
and chose out two of the strongest-looking 
trees he could find, "·hich, with Harry's 
assistance, he transplanted into the garden 
in the follon·ing manner. They both took 
their spade:::, and -..-ery carefully dug up 
the trees without mJuring their roots. 
Then tl1<•y dug two large holes in the 
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place ,vhere they chose , the trees should 
stand, and very carefully broke the earth 
to pieces, that it might lie light upon the 
roots : then the tree was pb.ccd in the 
middle of the hole, and Tommy held it 
upright, while Harry gently threw the 
earth over the roots, which he trod down 
with his feet, in order to cover them well : 
lastly, he stuck a large stake in the ground, 
and tied the tree to it, from the fear that 
the coming wintry wind might injme it, 
or perhaps entirely blow it out of the 
ground. Nor did their attention stop here. 
There was a little spring of water which 
burst forth from the upper ground in the 
garden, and ran do,vn the side of the hill 
in a small stream. Harry and Tommy 
laboured very hard for several days to 
form a new channel, to lead the water 
near the roots of the trees ; for it hap
pei1ed to be. hot and dry weather, and 
they feared their trees might perish from 
want of moisture. ::\Ir. Barlow saw them 
employed in this manner with the greatest 

K 3 
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satisfaction. Ile told them, that m many 
parts of the ,vorld, the cxccss1 ,-e heat 
burned up the ground so much that nothing 
would grow, unless the soil was ,vatcred 
in that manner. There is a country in 
particular, called Egy11t, "-hich lias always 
been famous for its fertility, and for the 
quantity of corn "-hich grows in it, which 
is naturally watered in the foiluwing ex
traordinary manner. There is a great river 
called the Nile, which flows through the 
whole extent of the country; the rinr, at 
a particular time of the ,rear, begins to 
overflow its banks; and as the whole coun
try is flat, it very soon co;-crs it all with 
its waters. These waters remain in this 
situation several weeks, before they are 
entirely drained off; and when that hap
pens, they learn the soil so rieh, that every 
thing that is planted in it flourishes, ancl pro
duces "-ith tho grcatcbt abundance. 

It happened al>out this time, that Tommy 
and IIany rose early one morning, and went 
to take a long walk Lefore breakfast, as thoy 
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used frequently to do : , they rambled so 
far, that at last they both found themselves 
tired, and sat clown under a hedge to rest 
,n1ilc they ,yore there, a very clean and 
decently-dressed woman passed by, who 
seeing two little boys f-itting by themselves, 
stopped to look at them ; and after con
sidering them attentiYcly, she said, " You 
scPm, my little dears, to be either tired . ' or to ha Ye lost your way." " No," said 
Harry, " madam, we lia-rn not lost our 
,my ; but we liaYe "·alkcd further than 
usual this morning, and vrn vrnit here a 
little while to rest oursch-es." " "r ell," 
said the woman, " if you will come into 
my little house, that you see a few yards 
further on, you may sit more comfortably ; 
and, a my daughter has by this time 
milked thC' co,Ys, she shall giYe you a mess 
of bread anJ milk." Tommy, ,vho was by 
thii time extrcmeh· hungry as ,vell as tired, • <- • 

told Harry that he should like to accC'pt 
thP good woman's im·itation ; so tlH'y both 
followed her to a small but clean-looking 
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farm-house, ,vhich stood at a little di.s
tance. Here they entered a very clean 
kitchen, furmshed ·with plain but conve
nient furniture, and were desired to sit 
down by a warm and comfortable £re, 
which was made of turf. Tommy, who 
had never seen such a fire, could not help 
inquiring about it : and the good ,vornan 
told him, that poor people like her were 
unable to purchase coals ; " and therefore," 
said sh(', " we go and pare the surface 
of the common, ,vhich is full of grass, and 
heath, and other vegetables, with their 
roots all matted together ; these ,ve dry 
in small pieces, by leaYing them exposed 
to the summer's snn ; and then we bring 
them home ancl put them under the cover 
of a, shed, and use them for our fires." 
" But," said Tommy, "I shonhl think that 
you w·ould hardly lrnve fire enough by these 
means to dress your dinner ; for I have 
by accident been in my father's kitchen 
when they were dressing the dinner, and 
I s:iw a, fire that Llazecl up to a great 
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height." The poor woma;1 smi1ed at this, 

and said, "Your father, I suppose, master, 

is some rich man who has a great deal of 

victuals to dress ; but we poor people must 

be more easily contented." " Why," said 

Tommy, "you must at least want to roast 

meat cYery day." " No," saiJ the poor 

woman, " we seldom sec roast meat in our 

house; but we are very well contented, 

if we ca,n have a bit of fat pork every 

day, boiled in a pot of turnips ; and we 

bless God that we fare so well : for there 

are many poor souls that are as good as 

we, that can scarcely get a morsel of dry 

bread.'' 
As they ,verc com-crsing in this manner, 

Tommy happened to cast his eyes on one 

side, and saw a room that was almost fillecl 

with apples. " Pray," said he, " "-hat can 

you do with all these apples ? I should 

thi.nk you would never be able to cat 

them, though you were to cat nothing else." 

" Tnat is Yery true," said the ·woman ; 

•• but we make cider of them." " What \' 
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cried Tommy, ,: arc you aLlc to make that 
sweet pleasant liquor that they call cider; 
and is it made of apples?" lVoman. Yes, 
indeed it is. Tommy. And pray how is 
it made? ll'"oman. 1Ye take the apples 
,d1cn they are ripe, and squeeze them 
in a machine we liaYe for that purpose. 
Then "·c take the pulp and put it into 
large Lair bags, ,vhid1 we press in a great 
press till all the juice runs out . Tum111!. 
And is this juice cic1 cr ? Truman . Y 011 

shall taste, little master, a::; you seem so 
cunous. 

She then kcl him into another room, 
,vhcrc there was a irrcat tub full of the ~ 

juice of apples, and taking some up in a 
cup, r.,;hc dc::;ircd him to taste whether i t 
was cider. Tommy tastcu, and said it \Vas 
very sweet and pleasant, Lut not cider. 
'~·,\.,.ell," sairl the woman, " let us trr 
another cnsk." Sl1e then took ::;ornc liquor 
ont of another Larrcl, which she garn him; 
and Tommy, when he had tasted it, said 
that it really ,Yas cider. " But, pray,'' 
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said he, " "~hat do you do to the apple-juice 
to make it into cider?" TYoman. Nothing at 
all. T. How then should it become cider? 
for I am sure "·hat you gaYe me at :first is not 
cider. lVoman. Why, ,vc put the juice into 
a large cask, and let it stand in some warm 
place, "·here it soon begins to ferment. T . 
Ferment! pray "·hat is that? TYoman . 
You shall sec. She then showed him ano
ther cask, and bid him obsene the liquor 
that was in it. This he cli<l, ancl saw it was 
covered all owr with a thick scum and froth. 
T . And is this what you call fermentation ? 
lVoman. Y cs, master. T. And "·hat is the 

reason of it? lYoman. That I do not know 
indcetl; but whrn we haYe pressed the juice 
out, as I told you, "·c put it into a cask, and 
let it stand in sonrn ,Yarm phcr, and in a 
short time it begins to work or ferment of 
itself, as you sec; and after this fermentation 
has· continued some time, it acquires the ta-;tc 
and properties of cider; and then we draw it 
off i11to ca::;ks and sell it, or else keep it for 
om O\Yll use. And I am told this is Lhe 
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manner m ,vbich they make ,Yine m other 
countries. T. Vi'"hat I is wine made of apples 
then? lF 01nan . No, master ; "·inc is made 
of grapes, but they squeeze the juice out, and 
trea.t it in the same manner as we do the juice 
of the apples. T. I declare this is verv 
curious indeed. Then cider is nothing bnt 
wine made of apples. 

"\Vhile they were conversing in this man
ner, a, clean little girl came and brought 
Tommy an earthen porringer full of new 
milk, with a large slice of brown urcacl. 
Tommy took it, and ate it with so good a 
relish, that he thougbt he had never made a 

better breakfast in his life. 
,Vhen Harry anrl he had eaten their 

hrcakfa t, Tommy told him it " ·as time the_\ 
should go home ; so he thankecl the good 
woman for her kindnc.'ss, ancl putting his 
hand into his pocket, pulled out a shilling 
which he desired her to accept. '' So, 
God bless yon, my little dear," said tli" 
woman ; " I would not take a fartl1ing of 
you for the world. "\Yhal, though my hus-
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Lancl and I arc poor, yet we are able to get 
our living by our labour, and give a mess of 
milk to a traveller, without hurting our
selves." Tommy thanked her again, and 
was just going a.way, when a, couple of surly
looking men came in, and asked the woman 
if her name was Tosset. "Y cs, it is," said 
the woman ; " I have ncYer been ashamed 
of it." " ,Yhy then," said one of the men, 
pulling a papel' out of his pocket, " here is 
an execution against you, on the part of Mr. 
Richard Gruff; and if your husband docs 
not instantly discharge the debt, with inter
c:;t an<l. all costs, amounting altogether to 
the sum of thirty-nine pounds ten shillings, 
we shall take an inYcntory of all you have, 
and procee<l. to sell it Ly auction for the 
dizschargc of the debt." " Imlecd," said the 
poor woman, looking a little confuse<l., "this 
must certainly be a rni!::,takc; for I never 
heard of l\Ir. Rich::ml Grnff in all my life, 
nor do I believe tlrnt my husbau<l. o-wes a.. 
farthing in the worl :, unless to his landlord ; 
and I kno,v that he has almo::,t made up half-

r. 
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a-year's rent for him : so that I do not think 
he would go to trouLle a poor man." " No, 
no, mistress," said the man, shaking his head; 
" we know our business too ,yell to make 
these kinds of mistakes: but when vour hus
band comes in, we·n talk with him; in the 
mean time we must go on with our inven
tory." The t,vo men then ,vent into the 
next room; and, immediately after, a stout, 
comely-looking man, with a good humoured 
countenance, came in, and asked if his 
breakfast was ready. "Oh! my poor, dear 
William," said the woma.n, "here is a sad 
breakfast for you; but I think it cannot be 
true that you owe any thing; so what the 
follows told me must be false about Richard 
Gruff." At this name the man instantly 
started, and his countenance, ,vhich ,vas 
brfore ruddy, became pale as a sheet. 
" Surely," said the woman, "it cannot be 
trne, that you owe forty pounds to Richard 
Gruff." "Alas ! " answered the man, "I 
do not know the exact sum; but, when 
your brother Peter failed, and his creditors 
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seized all that he had, this Richard Gruff 
,vas going to send him to jail, had not I 
agreed to be bound for him, which enabled 
him to go to sea : he indeed promised to 
remit his wages to me, to prevent my getting 
into any trouble upon that account; but you 
know it is now three years since he went, 
and in all that time we hayc heard nothing 
about him." " Then," said the woma,n, 
bursting into tears, "you and all your poor 
dear children are ruined for my ungrateful 
brother ; for here are two bailiffs in tho 
house, who arc come to take possession of 
all you haYo, and to sell it." A.t this the 
man'::, face became red as scarlet; and seiz
ing an old sword "·hich hung over the 
chimney, he cried out, "No, it sha,ll not be 
-I will die first-I will make these villains 
know what it is to make honest men despe
rate." Ile then drew the sword, and "·a:; 
going out in a fit of madness, ,Yhich might 
have proyed fatal either to himself or to the 
bailiffa: but his wife flung herself 111 on her 
knees before him, and catching hold of hi::; 

I. 2 



112 GREAT DISTRESS. 

legs, besought bim to be more composed. 
"Oh! for Hen.Yen's sake," said she," my dear, 
dear husband, consider ,Yhat you arc doing! 
You can do neither me nor your children 
an;v sen-ice by this violence ; instead of that, 
should you be so unfortunate as to kill either 
of these men, ,voulcl it not be mmder ? And 
would not our lot be a, thou!"and times harder 
than it is at present?" This remonstrance 
seemed to ha.Ye some effect upon the farmer; 
his children, too, although too young to un
(lcr,,tancl the cause of all this confusion, 
ga.thcred round him, and hung about him, 
sobbing in concert with their mother. Little 
Ifarry, too, although a, stranger to the poor 
man before, yet Y,ith the tenderest sympathy 
took him by the liand, and bathed it ,vith his 
tears. At length, softened and overcome hy 
i !ie sorrows of those he Joyed so well, and by 
h-, o,vn cooler reflections, ho resigned the 
fatal instrument, and sat himself clown upon 
a clrnir, coHring his face ,Yith his hands, 
and only saying, " The will of God be 
done!" 
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Tommy had beheld this affecting scene 
with the greatest attention, although ho had 
not said a word; and now, beckoning Harry 
a,vay, ho wont silently out of the house, and 
took tho road which led to l\Ir. Barlow's. 
"\Yhilo ho ,,as upon the way, he soomod to 
be so full of the scene which he had just 
witnessed, that he did not open his lips; 
hut when he came home, he instantly went 
to l\Ir. Barlo,v, and desired that he ,vould 
directly send him to his father's. l\Ir. Bar
low stared at the request, and asked him 
,vhat was the occasion of his Leing so sudden
ly tired with his residence at the vicarage? 
"Sir,·' answered Tommy, "I am not in the 
least tired, I can assure you ; you have been 
extremely kind to me, and I shall always 
remcmLcr it with the greatest gratitude; Lut 
I want to sec my father immediately, and I 
am sure, ,vlicn you come to know the occa
sioh, yon ,vill not clisapproye of it."-~f r. 
Barlow did not press him any further, but 
onlcrccl a careful senant to saddle a horse 
<lircctly, and take Tommy homo before him. 

L 3 
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l\Ir. and l\Irs. l\lerton were extremely sur
prised aud 0Ye1joyecl at the sight of their 
son, who thus unexpectedly arriYcd at home : 
but Tommy, ,Yhose mind was full of the 
project which he had formed, as soon as he 
had ans,yercd their first questions, accosted 
his father thus : " Pray, dear I'apa, will you 
be angry with me, if I ask you for a great 
favour?" "No, surely," said l\Ir. :Merton, 
" that I "·ill not." ""'\Yhy, then,·' said 
Tommy, "I have often heard you say that 
you ,verc Yery rich, and that if I \Yas good, 
I should be rich, too; now, will you g1 ,·c 
me some money ? " " l\Ioney ! " said Mr. 
:Merton, " yes, to he sure ; how much do 
you want?" ""'\Yhy," said Tommy, "I want 
a very large sum incleed." "Perhaps a 
guinea," answered l\Ir. l\Ierton. Tommy. 
J\ o, papa, a great deal more-a great many 
guineas. l,fr. J.1ferton. Let us see, however. 
T. "'\Vhy, papa, I ,vant at least forty poumls. 
1' Snrcly,·' exclaimed l\Irs. :Merton, "l\Ir. 
Barlow must have taught him to be ten 
times more extraYa,gant than he ,vas Lefore." 
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Tornmy. Indeed, mamma, l\Ir. Barlow knows 

nothing about the matter. '' But,"' said 

Mr. Merton, " ,Yhat can such an urchin as 

you "·ant " ·ith such a large sum of money ? " 
'· Papa," answered Tommy, " that 1s a 

secret; but I am sure, when you come to 

hear it, you ,vill approve of the use I intend 

to make of it." lrlr. JJ[ er ton. That I very 

much doubt. " But;· replied Tommy, " if 

you please you may let me haYe this moner~ 

and I will pay you again by degrees." lrfr. 

lrlerton. Ilow ,Yill you ever be able to pay me 

such a sum? T. Why, papa, you know you 

arc so kind as frequently to giYe me nmv 

clothes and pocket-money; now, if you will 

only let me liave this money, I "·ill neither 

want new clothes, nor any thing else, till I 

have made it up. lJlr. 11/aton. But what 

can such a child as you ,rnnt ,vith all this 

monc,·? T. Pray wait a few days, and you 

shall know; and if I make a bad use of it, 

ucver belie,·e me again as long as I live. 

Mr. Merton " ·as extremely strnck with tli c 

l'arncst ncss with " ·hich his son persevered in 
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his demand; and as he was both very rich 
and very liberal, he determined to hazard 
the experiment, and comply ,vith his re
riuest. Ile accordingly vrnnt and fetched 
him the money which he asked, and put it 
into his hands, telling him at the same time, 
that he expected to be acquainted with thP. 
use he put it to, and that if he wa.s not 
satisfied with the account, he ·would never 
trust him again. Tommy appeared in ec::,ta
sies at the confidence which ·was reposed in 
him ; and, after thanking his father for his 
extraordinary goodness, he desired leave to 
go back again with lUr. Barlow's servant. 
·when he arri,·ed at 3Ir. Barlow's his :first 
care was to beg Harry to accompany him 
a.gain to the farmer's house. Thither the 
two little boys ,vent ,vith the greatest expe
dition; andJ upon their entering the house, 
found the unhappy family in the same situ
ation as before. But Tommy who had hitherto 
suppressed his feelings, finding himself now 
c,nabled to execute the pro,i<'ct he had formed, 
went up to the gooLl woman of the house', 
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v,ho sat sobbing in a corne,r of the room, anJ 

taking her gently by the hand, said, "My 
good woman, you were very kind to me in 
the morning, and therefore I am determined 

to be kind to you in return." " God bless 

you, my little master," said the woman, "you 

"·ere Ycry "·clcome to what you had; but 

you are not able to do any thing to relieve 

c,ur distress." "How do you 1rnow that? '' 

said Tommy; " perhaps I can do more for 
you than you i.rnn.gine.'' " Alas !" answered 

the woman, "I believe you would do all you 

could; but all our goods will be seized and 

sold, unless ,ve can immediately raise the 

sum of forty pounds; and that is impossible, 

for we have no earthly friend to assist us: 

therefore, my poor babes and I must soon be 

turned out of doors, and God alone can keep 

tliem from staning." Tommy's little heart 

was too much affected to keep the ·woman 

lori.ger in suspense; therefore, pulling out 

his bag of money, he poured it into her lap, 
saying, "Herc, my good ,voman, bkc this, 

and pay your debts, and God bless you and 
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your children!" It is impossible to ex
press the surprise of the poor ,,·oman at the 
sight: she stared ,,ildly round her, and 
upon her little benefactor, and clasping her 
hands together, in an agony of gratitude n.nd 
feeling, she fell back in her chair with a 
kind of conYu1sive motion. Iler husband, 
who was in the next room, seeing her in this 
condition, ran up to her, and catching her 
in his arms, asked her, with the greatest 
tenderness, what was the matter : but she, 
springing on a sudden from his embraces, 
threw herself upon her knees before the 
little bo:v, sobbing and blessing, with a bro
ken, inarticulate ,oice. The husband, who 
did not know what had happened, imagine<l 
that his wife ha<l lo t her senses; and the 
little children, ,.,.ho had before been skulk
ing about the room, mu up to tbeir mother. 
pulling her by the go,Yn, and hiding their 
faces in her bosom. Dut the woman, at 
sight of them, seemed to recollect herself, 
and cried ont, "l\Iy little darlings, you mu t 
all haYe been starved without the assistance 
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of this sweet boy; why do· you not join with 
me in blessing and thanking him?" At this 
the husband said, "Surely, Mary, you must 
have lost your senses. What can this young 
gentleman do for us to prevent our wretched 
babes from perishing? " "Oh! " said the 
woman, "William, I am not mad, though 
I may appear so ; but look here, William, 
look what Providence has sent us by · the 
hands of this little angel, and then wonder 
that I should be wild." Saying this, she 
held up the money, and at the sight her 
husband looked as wild and astonished as 
she. But Tommy went up to the man, and 
ta"!.cing him by the hand, said, "l\Iy good 
friend, you are very welcome to this; I 
freely give it yon, and I hope it will enable 
you to pay what you owe, and to presene 
these poor little children." But the man, 
wh_o had before appeared to bear his misfor
tunes with silent dignity, now burst into 
tear~, and sobbed like his "·ifc and children. 
But Tommy, ,vho now began to be painrd 
with this excess of gratitude, ,vr'nt silently 
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out of the house, follo,Ye<l by Harry, and, 
before the poor fa,mily percciYcd what was 
become of him, was out of sight. 

It was customary with Mr. Merton to 
send and fotch his son Tommy home, every 
Saturday, and the next day after the occur
rence of tJ, is circumstance being Saturday, 
the horses and scn ·ants came as usual for 
that purrose. ·when he arri ve<l at home, 
he was .. cceivcd with the greatest joy and 
tenderness by his parents; but though he 
gave tbem an account of every thing eh,e 
that ha<l happcnctl, he did not say a wortl 
about the money he had given to the farmer. 
But the next day being Sunday, Mr. aml 
:Hrs. l\Ierton arnl Tommy went together 
to the parish church; which they had 
sca,rcely entered, when a general whispl'r 
ran through the whole congregation, an l 
all eyes ·were in an instant turn ed upon the 
little boy. :\fr. and l\Irs. Merton were wry 
much astonished a,t this, but thc-r forbore to 
inquire till the encl of the sen-ice: then, as 
they were going out of chnrch together, ~Jr. 
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Merton asked his son what could be the 
reason of the general attention he excited 
at his entrance into church. Tommy had 
110 time to answer, for at that instant a very 
tlecent-looking woman ran up and threw 
herself at his feet, calling him her guardian 
angel and preserver, and praying that Hea
ven would shower clown upon his head all 
the blessings which he descn-ed. It was 
some time before l\Ir. and l\Irs. l\Ierton could 
comprehend the nature of this extraordinary 
scene: but when they at length understood 
the secret of their son's generosity, they 
seemed to be scarcely less affected than the 
won1an herself; and shedding tears of tran
sport and affection, they embraced their 
child, without attending to the crowd that 
surrounded. them; Lut immediately recol
ll'cting themselves, ther took their leave of 
the poor woman, and hurried to their coach 
V/ith such sensations as it is more eas) to 
concciYe than to describe. 

The summer had. now completely passed 
:nvay, whilu Tommy ,Yas receiving these 
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advantages at the house of Mr. Barlow. In 
the course of this time, both his body and 
mind had acquired additiona,l vigour ; for he 
was neither so fretful and lrnmorsome, nor 
so easily affected by the vicissitudes of the 
s;eason. 

And now the wmter had set in with un
usual severity. The water "·as all frozen 
into a solid mass of ice; the earth was bare 
of food; and the little birds that used to 
hop about and chirp with gladness, seemed 
to lament in silence the inclemency of the 
weather :-indeed, so severely cold was the 
~cason, as to hinder the little boys from 
walking out as it was customary for them to 
do. One day, lwwe,cr, when the ~·cather 
appeared brighter than it had been for some 
time, a great deal of the snow having worn 
away, tliough the frost and cold continued, 
they determined to take a walk. Insensibly 
they wandered so far that they scarcely knew 
their ,vay, and therefore resolved to return 
as speedily as possible; but, unfortunately, 
in passing through a ,vood, they entirely 
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missed the track and lost themselves. To 
add to their distress, the wind began to blow 
most bitterly from the north, and a violent 
shower of snow coming on, obliged them to 
seek the thickest shelter they could £nd. 
They happened fortunately to be near an 
aged oak, who:ie inside gradually decaying, 
was worn away by time, and afforded au 
ample opening to shelter them from the 
storm. Into this the two little boys crept 
safely, and endeavoured to keep each other 
warm, while a yiolcnt shower of snow and 
sleet fell all around, and gradually covered 
the earth. Tommy, who had been little 
used to hardship, bore it for some time with 
fortitude, and without uttering a complaint. 
.At length a sense of hunger and fear took 
entire possession of his mind, and turning 
to Harry ·with watery eyes and a mournful 
voice, he asked him what they should do. 
''Do?'' said Harry ; "we must ,rnit here 
I think, till the ,vcather clears up a littl1::, 
and then we will endeavour to find our way 
home." 

M 2 
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Tol\Il\lY. But what if the weather should 

not clear up at all? 
HARRY. In that case we must either en-

deavour to find our way through the snow, 

or stay here, where we are so conveniently 

sheltered. 
Tol\IMY. But oh! what a dreadful thing 

it is to be here all alone in this dreary wood! 

And then I am so hungry and so co1d : oh ! 

that we had but a little fire to warm us! 

HARRY. I have heard that shipwrecked 

persons, when they have been cast avmy 

upon a desert coast, have made a £re to 

,varm themselves hy rubbing two pieces of 

wood together till they caught £re; or, here 

is a better thing; I have a large knife in my 

pocket, and if I could but find a piece of 

flint, I could easily strike fire ,vith the back 

of it. 
Harry then searched about, and ,vith some 

little difficulty found a couple of flints, as 

the ground was nearly hidden with snow. 

Ile then took the flints, and striking one 

upon the other, with all his fc,1 ce, he shivere<l 



KINDLE A FIRE. 

them into Se"\"'eral pieces ,; out of these ho 
chose the thinnest and sharpest, aml told 
Tommy with a smile, that he believed that 
"·ould do. He then took the flint, and strik
ing it several times against the back of his 
knife produced sparks of fire.-" This," said 
Harry, "will be sufficient to light a fire, if 
we can but find something of a sufficiently 
combustible nature to kindle from these 
sparks." He then collected all the driest 
leaves he could find, with little decayed 
pieces of wood, and piling them into a heap, 
cndea"\"'oured to kindle a blaze by the sparks 
which he continually struck from his knife 
:ind the flint, but it was in vain; the 
lea\·cs were not of a sufficiently combusti
ble nature, and while he wearied himself 
fruitlcs.;;ly, they were not at all the more 
ad·rnncerl. Tommy, who beheld the ill suc
cess of his friend, began to be more and 
more terrified, and in despair asked Harry 
again \Yhat they hould do. Harry answered, 
that, as they hacl failed in their attempt 
to warm thcmsclns, the best thing thry 

M 3 
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could do, ,ms to encleaYour to £nd their 

v,a.y home, more especially as the snow hacl 

now ceased, and the sky was become much 

clearer. This Tommy consented to, and ·with 

infinite difficulty they began their march ; 

for, as the snow had completely coYered 

CYery track, 3,nd the day-light began to fail, 

they ,,andered at random through a, vast and 

pathless wood. At e,ery step which Tommy 

took, he snnk almost to his knees in snow; 

the ,Yind was bleak and cold, and it was with 

difficulty that Harry could pre,ail upon him 

to continue his journey. At length, how

c,er, as they pursued their toibomc way, 

they came to some lighted embers, which 

either sorne labourers, or some wandering 

passengers, had lately quitted, and which 

were yet une.x:tingnished. "Sec," said Harry, 

,vith joy, "sec what a happy thing i:.

this! Herc is a, £re ready lighted for u~, 

which needs only the as~i-tancc of a little 

wood to make it burn." Harry then again 

collected all the dry pieces he could .6nc1, 

and piled them upon the embers, ,vhieh in 
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a few moments began to blaze, and diffused 
a cheerful warmth. Tommy then began to 
warm and chafe his almost frozen limbs over 
the fire with great delight ; at length he 
could not help observing to Harry, that he 
never could have believed that a few dried 
sticks could have been of so much conse
quence to him. "Ah!" answered Harry, 
"Master Tommy, you have been brought up 
in such a manner, that you never knew what 
it was to want any thing. But that is not 
the case ,vith thousands of people. I have 
seen many poor children that have neither 
bread to eat, fire to warm, nor clothes to 
cover them. Only think, then, what a dis
agreeable situation they must be in : yet they 
arc so accustomed to hardship, that they do 
not cry in a twelvemonth as much as yon 
have done within this quarter of an hour." 

""\Yhy,'' answered Tommy, a little dis
concerted at the observation of his crying, 
"it cannot be expectecl that gentlemen 
should be able to bear all these inconveni
ences as well as the poor. ·'-" Why not?" 
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answered Harry : "is not a gentleman as 

much a man as the poor man can be ? And, 

if he is a man, should he not accustom 

himself to support eYery thing that his fol

low creatures do?" 

To:1n1:Y. That is ,ery true.-But be will 

have all the conveniences of life pro,iclecl for 

him ; victuals to eat, a good bed, and fire to 

warm him. 

H.rnRY. But he is not sure of having all 

these things as long as he lin's.-Besides, 

I have often obsen-ed the gentlemen and 

ladies in our neighbourhood riding about in 

coaches, and covered from head to foot, 

yet shaking "·ith the least breath of air as if 

they all had agues; while the children of the 

poor nm about barefooted upon the ice, and 

divert thernsehes ,vith making snowballs. 

To:-trnY. That is indeed true ; for I have 

seen my mother's -visitors sittina oYer the 

warmest fire that coulcl be made, and com

plaining of cold, "·hile the labourers out of 

<loorc, were stripped to their shirts to work, 

and ne,er minded it in the lea L 
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HARRY. Then I should think tha,t exer
cise, by which a person can warm himself 
when he pleases, is in-finitely a better thing 
than all these conveniences you speak of ; 
because, after all, they will not hinder a 
person from being cold, but exercise will 
warm him effectually. 

To::\DrY. But then it is not proper for 
gentlemen to do the same kind of work as 
the common people. 

HARRY. But is it not proper for a gen
tleman to haYe his body stout and hardy? 

To::\DIY. To be sure it is. 
HARRY. Why then he must somctirnC's 

bbour and use his limbs, or else he will 
never be able to do it. 

TmnIY. ,Vhat, cannot a person be strong 
without working? 

HARRY. You can judge for yourself. 
Y 0~1 Yery often have -fine young gentlemen 
at your father's house, and rre any of them 
as strong as the sons of the farmers in the 
neigh11omhoocl, that arc always used to han
<lle a hoc, a spade, a, fork, and other tools? 
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To;-.DIY. Indeed, I believe that is true, 

for I think I haYe become stronger myself, 

since I have learned to work in ~Ir. Bar

low's garden. 

As they were conversing in this manner, 

a little boy came singing along, with a bun

dle of sticks at his back, and as soon as 

Harry saw him he recollected him, and 

cried out, "Why, here is Jacky Smithers, 

the little ragged boy that you gave the 

clothes to in the summer; he lives, I dare 

say, in the neighbourhood, and either he 01 

his fo,ther will now show you the way 

bomc." Harry then spoke to the boy, and 

asked him if he could show them the way out 

of the wood. " Y cs, surely I can," an

swered the boy, "but I neYer should liavc 

thought of seeing Jlaster l\Icrton out so late, 

in such a night as this. But if you ,vill 

come with me to my father's cottage, you 

may ,,varm yourselves at our fire, a.n<l father 

will run to Mr. Barlow to let him know you 

arc safe." Tommy acceptecl the offer with 

joy, and the little boy led them out of the 
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wood, and in a few minutes they came to a 
small cottage which stood by the side of the 
road. When they entered they saw a mid
dle-aged woman busy spinning; the eldest 
girl was cooking some broth over the fire; 
the father was sitting in the chimney-comer, 
and reading a book, ·while three or four 
ragged children were tumbling upon the 
Hoor, and creeping between their father's 
legs. "Daddy," says the little boy, as he 
came in, " here is Master l\Icrton, that was 
so good to us all in the summer. Ile has 
lost his way in the wood, and is almost per-
ished in the snow." The man upon tlii~ 
arose, and with much ciYility desired the two 
little boys to scat themselYes by the fire, 
while the good ,voman ran to fetch a fagot, 
which she threw upon the fire, and crer.ted a 
cheerful blaze in an instant. "There my dear 
little master," said she, "you may at least re. 
fresh your::;elf a little by our fire, and I wish 
I had any thing to offer you that you could 
eat. But I am afraid yon will ncYer be abl<' 
to bear such coarse brown Lrcad as we pocr 
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folks are obliged to eat." - "Indeed," said 
Tommy, "my good vrnman, I ha Ye fasted so 
long, and am so hungry, th3.t I think I could 
eat any thing."-" \Yell, then,'• answered 
the woman, "here is a little bit of gammon 
of bacon "·hich I will broil for you upon the 
embers, and if you can make a supper, you 
are heartily welcome." 

,n1ile the good woman was thus preparing 
supper, the man had closed his book, an<l 
placed it with great respect upon a shelf; 
which gave Tommy the curiosity to ask him 
what he ,vas reading about. " Master," an
swered the man, " I am reading the book 
which teaches me my duty towards man, and 
rny obligations to God ; I was reading the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, when you came in." 

To:\DIY. Indeed, I haYe heard of that 
,g-ood book : Mr. Barlow has oflen read part 
of it to me, and promised I should read it 
myself. Tha,t is the book they read at 
church ; I ba\·e often heard l\lr. Barlo·w 
r~ad it to the people; and he ahrnys reads it 
su well and so affectingly, tha.t cYery body 

I 
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listens, and you may almost hear a pm drop 
upon the pavement. 

CoTTAGEn. Yes, master, Mr. Barlow 
is a worthy servant and follower of Jesus 
Christ himself. Ile is the friend of all the 
poor in the neighbourhood. He gives us 
food and medicines when we are ill; he em
ploys us when we can find no work. But 
what we are even more obliged to him for, 
than the giving us food and raiment, is, that 
he instructs us in our duty, makes us ashamed 
of our faults, and teaches us how we may be 
happy not only here, but in another world. 
I was once an idle, abandoned man myself, 
given up to swearing and drinking, neglect
ing my family, and taking no thought for my 
poor wife and children. But since Mr. 
Barlow has taught me better things, and 
made me acquainted with this blessed book, 
my life and ma,nncrs, I hope, are much 
ainendecl, and I do my duty better to my 
poor family." 

"That indeed you do, Robin," answered 
the woman; " there is not now a better and 

N 
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kinder husband in the world; you have not 
\Vasted a penny, or spent an idle hour, these 
two years; and but for that unfortunate 
fever, which prc,cnted you from ·working-, , 
last han·cst, ,ve should ha,c the greatest 
reason to be all contented." 

"Ha,e we not the g-reatest reason, now:· ,. 
ans,vered the man, "to be not only con-
tented, but thankful for all the blessings we 
rnjoy? It is trne, that I and several of the 
children were ill this year for many "·eeks : 
1mt did not we all ec::cape, through the bless
ing of God, and the care of good Mr. 
Bar1o"·, and this worthy ]faster F:anclford, 
who brought us victual~ so many clays "·ith 
his own bands, "·hen we othcnvisc should 
perhaps have stan-ccl ! IIa,c I not liac1 wry 
good employment c,·cr since, and do I not 
now earn hnh·c t=:hillings a "·eek, which is n 
,·cry comfortable thing, "·h0n many poor 
•,nrtchcs, as .u-oo(l as I, arc stan-ing because 
thry cannot find cmrloyment." 

"Twel.-c shillinQ"s a-v,· ck ! h·ch·c shil-u 

lings a-week!" answ·ercd Tommy m ar~1aze-
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ment ; "and is that all -that you and your 

wife ancl children have to live on for a whole 

week?" 
CoTTAGErr. Not all, master ; my wife 

~ometimes earns a shilling or eighteen-pence 

a-week by spinning; and our eldest daugh

ter begins to do something in that way, but 

not much. 
Tol\Dff. That makes thirteen shillinQ"s ,._ 

and sixpence a-week. 1Vhy, I have known 

my mother give more than that to go to a 

place where outlanclish people sing. I have 

seen her and other ladies gi ye a man a guinea. 

for dressing their hair. And I know a little 

Miss, whose father gives half-a-guinea a time 

to a little Frenchman, that teaches her· to 

jump and caper about the room. 

'· Master," replied the man, smiling, 

" these arc great gentlefolks that you are 

~alking about; they arc very rich, and have 

a right to do ,vhat they please with their 

own. It is the duty of us poor folks to 

labour hard, take what ,vc can get, ancl thank 

N 2 
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the great and wise God that our condition 1s 
no worse. " 

ToM.MY. ,v11at, and is it possible that 
you can thank God for living in such a house 
ri'' lhis, and earning thirteen shillings and six
pence a-week? 

COTTAGER. To be sure I can, master. 
Is it not an act of His goodness that \YC 

have clothes and a warm house to shelter us, 
and wholesome food to cat? It ,ms bnt 
yesterday that two poor men came by who 
had been cast a,Yay in a storm, and lost 
their ship and all they had. One of these 
poor men had scarcely any clothes to cover 
him, and was shaking all over with a violent 
ague, and the other had his toes almost 
mortified by walking barefooted in the snow. 
Am I not a great deal better off than these 
poor men, and, perhaps, than a thousand 
others, ,vho arc at this time tost about upon 
the waves, or ship,vrcckccl, or wandering 
about tho world, without a shed to cover 
them from the ,;-cathcr, or imprisoned for 
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debt? Might I not hase -gone on in commit

ting bad actions, like many other unhappy 

men, till I had been guilty of some notorious 

crime, which might base brought me to a 

shameful end? And ought I not to be grate

ful for all these blessings, which I possess 
without deserYing them ? 

Tommy, who had hitherto enjoyed all the 

good things of this life ·without reflecting 

from "\\horn he had received them, ,vas very 

much struck with the piety of this honest 

md contented man ; but as he was going to 
answer, the good woman, ,vho had laid a 

clean though coarse cloth upon her table, 
and taken up her savoury supper in an 

earthen plate, im·ited them to sit do"·n, an 

im·itation vd1ich both the boys obeyed " ·ith 
the greatest pleasure, as they had eaten 
nothing since dinner. In the mean time 

the honest man of the house had taken his 
hat, and walked to Mr. Barlo,v's to inform 

him that his two pupils "·ere safe in the 
neighbourhood. Mr. Barlow had long suf

fered the greatest uneasiness at their aosence 
:;-; 3 
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and, not contented ,Yith sending niter them 
on eYery side, v;·as at that very time busy in 
the pursuit; so that the man met him about 
half-,,rny from his own house. 

As soon as l\lr. Barlow hrard the good 
news, he determined to return with the man, 
and reached his house just as Tommy .l\Ierton 
had £.nished one of the heartiest meals he 
had eyer made. The little boys rose up 
to meet l\Ir. Barlow, and thanked him for 
hi~ kindness, and the pains he had taken to 
100k after them, expressing their concern for 
the accident which had happened, and the 
uneasiness which, without designing it, they 
had occasioned; but he, "·ith the greatest 
good-nature, advised them to be more cau
tious for the future; and not to extend their 
walks so far ; and thanking the worthy 
people of the house, he offered to conduct 
them; and they all three set out together, in 
a very cold, but £no and star-light evening. 
As they ,vent home, he renewed his caution, 
an<l told them the dangers they had incurred. 
"l\Iany peoplr," sriid he, "in your situatioa, 
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have been surprised by an, unexpected storm, 
ancl losing their ·way have perished with cold. 
Sometimes both men and beasts, not being 
able to discern their accustomed track, have 
fallen into deep pits filled up and covered 
with the snow, where they have been found 
huriecl several feet deep and frozen to 
death.'' " And is it impossible," said Tom
my, " in such a case to escape? " "In 
general it is," said Mr. Barlow, "hut there 
have been some extraordinary instances of 
persons who have lived several clays in that 
condition, ancl yet been taken out alive." 

As they were thus ,valking on, Tommy 
looked up at the sky, where all the stars 
glimmered "·ith unusual brightness, and 
said, " "\\That an innumerable multitude of 
::;tars are there ! I think I never observed 
::,o many before in all my life." "Innu
merable as they appear to you," said l\lr. 
B:irlovi·, " there arc persons that have not 
only counted all you now sec, but thousands 
more v;hic:h arc at present im·isiblc to your 
L'Yc." "How can that be?" answered Tornrnv, 
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"far there is neither beginning nor end. 
They are scattered so confusedly about the 
sky, that I should think it as impossible to 
number them as the flakes of snow that fell 
to-day while we were in the wood." At this 
Mr. Barlov,· smiled, and said that he be
lieved Harry could giYe him a different 
account, although perhaps he could not 
number them all. " Harry," said he, 
"cannot you show your companion some of 
the constellations ? " " Y cs," answered 
Harry, " I believe I remember some that 
you have been so good as to teach me." 
" But pray, sir," said Tommy, " ,vhat 1s a. 

constellation?" " Those," ans,Ycrcd :Mr. 
Barlow, " t,hat first began to observe the 
heavens, as you do now, have observed 
certain stars, remarkable either for their 
brightness or position. To these they haYe 
given a particular name, that they might the 
more easily know them again, and discourse 
of them to others ; and these particular clus
ters of stars thus joined together and named, 
they call constella,tions. But come, Harry, 
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you are a little farmer, , and can certainly 
point out to us Charles's ,vain." Harry then 
looked up to the sky, and pointed out seven 
very bright stars towards the north. 

"You are right," said J!r. Barlow : "four 
of these stars have put the common people in 
mind of the four wheels of a ,vaggon, and the 
three others of the horses ; therefore, they 
have called them by tl1is name. Now, 
Tommy, look well at these, and see if you 
can find any seven stars in the "·hole sky 
that resemble them in their position." 

To:\I:',IY. Indeed, sir, I do not think 1 
ca.n. 

:Mr. BARLOW. Do you not think, then. 
that you can find them again ? 

To:'.DIY. I will try, sir.-X ow, I "·ill 
take my eye off and look anothcl' way,-I 
protest I cannot find them again. - Oh ! I 
believe there they arc-Pray, sir, (pointing 
with his finger,) is not that Charles's ,vain ? 

l\Ir. B.\.RLow. You are right ; and 1 y 
remembering these stars you may very ca::,ily 
obsen-c those ,,hich arc next to them, and 
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learn their names too, till you are acquainted 
with the whole face of the heavens. 

To:\DIY. That is indeed very clever and 
,,cry surpnsmg. I will show my mother 
Charles's wain the first time I go home : I 
dare say she has never observed it. 

lHr. BARLO"\Y. But look on the two stars 
which compose the hinder wheals of the 
waggon, and raise your eye towards that part 
of the sky directly over your head, do you 
not sec a very bright star, which seems to be 
almost, but not quite, in a line with tho two 
others? 

To:\Il\IY. Y cs, sir,-I see it plainly. 
l\lr. BARLO\V. That is called the pole

star; it never mons from its place, and 
by looking full at it, you may ahrnys find 
the north. 

To}DIY. Then, if I turn my face to,vard~ 
that star, I always look to tho north? 

l\Ir. BARLOW. You arc right. 
Tol\11\IY. Then I shall turn my back to the 

south? 
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Mr. BARLO"W. You ar~ right again; aml 

now cannot you £ncl the east and ,...-est? 

To:;\Dff. Is not the cast where the sun 

rises? 

l\Ir. BARLo"·· Y cs; but there is no sun 

to direct you now. 

Toi"lll\IY. Then, sir, I cannot £ncl it out. 

l\Ir. BARLOW. Do not you know, 

Harry? 

HARRY. I believe, sir, that if you turn 

your face to the north, the cast will be on 

the right hand, and the west on the left. 

~Ir. BARLO",Y. Perfectly right. 

To:;\DIY. That is wry clever, indeed : so 

then, by knowing the pole-star, I can always 

find north, cast, vi·cst, and south. But yon 

said that i.hc pole-star ncnr moves; do the 

other stars, then, move out of their places? 

Mr. BARLo,...-. That is a question yon 

mar learn to ans,--er yourself, by obscning 

the present appearance of the hcaYem : and 

then examining whether the stars change 
their places at any L1turc time. 

To::-DIY. But, c:ir, I ha...-c thong-ht that it 
u 
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\YoulJ be a good contriYance, m order to 
remember their situations, if I ·were to draw 
them upon a bit of paper. 

)Ir. B.rnLO"\'I'. But hovv ,•rnnld you do 
that? 

To.:1nrY. I would make a mark upon the 
paper for ew'ry star in Charles's ,vain, and I 
would place the marks just as I see the stars 
placed in the sky, and I would ask you to 
write the names for me, and this I would do 
till I ,;-as acquainted with all the stars in the 
hcaYens. 

l\Ir. B.rnLo,Y. That would be an excel
lent way: Lut you sec paper is fiat: is that 
the form of the sky? 

To?IDfY. No, the sky seems to rise from 
the earth on every side, like the dome of a 
great church. 

l\lr. BARLOW. Then, if you were to 
liaYe some round body, I should think it 
would correspond to the different parts of 
the sky, and you might place your stars 
with more exactness. 

To:-.DIY. That is true indeed, sir ; I 
\•,ish I liacl ju.st such a globe. 
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~IR. BARLOW. Well, Just such a globe I 
will endeavour to procure you. 

To1,n,IY. Sir, I am much obliged to yon 

indeed. But of what use 1s it to know the 
stars? 

Mr. BARLOW. Were there no other use, 

I should think there would be a very great 

pleasure in observing such a number of glo

rious, glittering bodies as are now abov~ us. 

We sometimes run to sec a procession of 

coaches, or a few people in :fine clothes strut

ting about: \Ye admire a large room that is 

painted, and ornam~nted and gilded ; but 

what is there in all these things to be com

pared with the sight of these luminous bodies 

that adorn every part of the sky ? 
Totlil\IY. Yes, indeed. Lord Wimple's 

is-reat room, that I have heard all the people 
admire so much, is no more to be compared 
to it, than tho shabbiest thing in the world. 

· Mr. BARLOW. That is very true ; but 

there arc some, and those very important, 

uses to be derived from an acquaintance with 
the stars. Harry, do you tell Master M:erton 

u 
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the story of your being lost upon the great 
moor. 

HARRY. You must know, :Master Tommy, 
that I have an uncle who lives about three 
miles off, across the great moor tnat we have 
sometimes walked upon. Now, my father, 
as I am pretty well acquainted with the 
roads, very often sends me with messages to 
my uncle. One evening I went there so late, 
that it was scarcely possible to get home 
again before it was quite dark : it was at that 
time in the month of October. l\fy uncle 
wished me very much to stay at his house all 
night, but that it was not proper for me to 
do, because my father had ordered me to 
come back. So I set out as soon as I pos~i
bly could; but just as I reached the heati1, 
the evening grew extremely dark. 

To~L\IY. And were not you frightened to 
find yourself alone upon such a dismal place? 

HARRY. No; I knew the worst that 
could happen would be that I should stay 
there all night ; and, as soon as e,er the 
morning shone, I should ha.-e found my way 
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home. But, however, ~y the time I had 

reached the middle of the heath, there came 

on such a violent tempest of wind, blowing 

full in my face, accompanied with such a 

shower, that I found it impossible to continue 

my ,vay. So I quitted the track, which is 

neYcr very easy to find, and ran aside to a. 

holly bush, that was growing at some dis

tance, in order to seek a little shelter. Here 

I lay very com-enientlr, till the storm was 

almost ovei-; then I rose and attempted to 

continue my way, but unfortunately I missed 

the track. 

To?tn1Y. 

indeed. 

HARRY. 

hut still to 

That "·as a very dismal thing 

I wandered about a great while, 

no purpose : I had not a single 

mark to direct me, because the common is so 

extensi Ye, and so bare either of trees or 

houses, that one may walk for miles and sec 

1iothing but heath and furzes. Sometimes I 

tore my legs in scrambling through great 

thickets of furze ; now and then I plumped 

into a hole full of water, so that at last I was 

o 2 

, 
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going to giYe it up in despair, when looking 
on one side I saw a light at a little distance, 
which seemed to be a candle and lantern, 
that somebody vrns carrying across the moor. 

TonrllfY. Diel not that give you very 
great comfort ? 

" You shall hear," answered Harry, smi
ling.-" At first I was doubtful whether I 
should go up to it ; but I considered that it 
was not worth any body's pains to hurt a 
poor boy like me, and that no person who 
was out on any ill design would probably 
choose to carry a ligl1t. So I determined 
boldly to go up to it and inquire the ,Yay." 

To:"IL'\IY. And did the person with the 
candle and lantern direct you? 

HARRY. I began walking up towards it ; 
when immediately the light, which I had 
first obsen-ed on my right hand, moved 
slowly along by my side, changed its direc
tion, and went directly before me, -n·ith about 
the same degree of speed. I thought this 
very ocld, but I still continued the chase, and· 
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just as I thought I had approached very near 

I tumbled into another pit full of water. 

ToMMY. That was unluckY. 

HARRY. "\Vell, I scrambled out, and 

very happily on the same side ,vith the light, 

wlnch I began to follow again, but with as 

llttie success as ever. I had now wandered 

many miles about the common; I knew no 

more " -here I "·as, than if I had been set 

ctown upon an unknown country: I had no 

hopes of finding my way home, unless I could 

reach this wandering light : and, though I 

could not conceive that the person who ear

ned it could Imo"· of my Leing so near, he 

seemed to act as if he was determined to 

a,void me. IIo,Yever, I was resolved to make 

one more attempt, and therefore I began to 

run as fast as I "-as able, hallooing out at the 

same time to the person that I tltought was 

Lefore me, to entreat him to stop. 

· To:--n.rY. And did he? 

HARRY. Instead of tlrnt, the light which 

hacl before been moving along at a slow and 

easy pace, now began to danre before me, ten 

o 3 
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times faster than before; so that, instead of 
overb,king it, I found myself further and fur
ther behind. Still, however, I ran on, till I 
unwarily sunk up to the middle in a large 
bog, out of which I at last scrambled with 
very great difficulty. Surprised at this, and 
not conceiving that any human being could 
pass over such a bog as this, I determined to 
pursue it no longer. But now I was wet and 
weary; the clouds had indeed rolled away, 
and the moon and stars began to shine ; I 
looked around me and could discern nothing 
but a ,vide, barren country, without so much 
as a tree to shelter me, or any animal iH 
sight. I listened in hopes of hearing a shc0p 
bell, or the barking of a dog ; but nothing 
met my ear, but the shrill whistling of the 
wind, which blew so cold and bleak along 
that open country, that it chilled me to the 
very heart. In this situation I stopped 
awhile to consider what I should do, and rais
ing my ryes by accident to the sky, the first 
object I beheld ,vas that very constellation 
of Charles's ,vain, and above it I discerneu 
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the pole-star, glimmering, as it were, frorn 

the very top of heaven. Instantly a thought 

came into my mind; I considered, that when 

I ha.d been walking along the road which led 

to my uncle's house, I had often observed the 

pole-star full before me; therefore it occur

red to me, that if I turned my back exactly 

upon it, and went straight forward in a con

trary direction, it must lead me towards my 

father's house. As soon as I had formed this 

resolution, I began to execute it. I was 

persuaded I should now escape, and there

fore, forgetting my fatigue, I ran along as 

brisk as if I had but then set out. Nor ·was 

I disappointed; for though I could see no 

tracks, yet taking the greatest care always 

to go on in that direction, the moon afforded 

me light enough to avoid tho pits and bogs, 
,vhich are found in various parts of that wild 

moor ; and \-Yhen I had travelled, as I ima

giue<l, about three miles, I heard the barking 

of a dog, which gave me double vigour ; and 

going a little further, I came to some enclo

sures at the skirts of the common, which I 
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knew; so tlrn,t I then with ease found my 
"Vay home, after having almost despaired of 
rlninir it. 

To:-.r::11Y. Then, the knowledge of the pole
star was of very great use to you. I am 
determined I will make myself acquainted 
with all the stars in the heavens. Bnt did 
yo•1 ever find out what that light was, which 
<lanced before you in so extraordinary a 
manner? 

HARRY. '\Vhen I came home, my father 
told. me it ,vas -n-hat people commonly caller:l. 
,Jack-of-the-Lantern : and l\lr. Barlow has 
since informed me, tI1at these things are only 
vapours which rise out of the earth in moist 
ancl fenny places, although they have that 
bright appearance; and therefore told IPe, 
that many people, like me, who have takPn 
them f0r a. lighted candle, have followP<l 
thPm, as I did, into bogs and ditches . 

. Tust as Ilarry had finished his story, they 
arrived at l\Ir. Barlow's, and after sittintr 
some time and talking over the accident!, of 
the day, the little boys retired to bed. Jnr. 
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Barlow was sitting alone, '.1-nd reading in his 

parlour, when, to his great surprise, Tommy 

ca.me running into the room, half undressed, 

and bawling out, "Sir, sir, I have found it 

out - they move ! they move ! " " vVhat 

moves?" said l\1r. Barlow. "Why Charles's 

wain moves?" ans,vered Tommy. "I had a 

mind to take one peep at the sky, before I 

went to bed, and I sec that all the seven 

stars haYe moYed from their places a great 

way higher up into the slcy." "Well," said 

Mr. Barlow, "you are indeed right. You 

have done a Yast deal to day, and at another 

time we will talk over these things again." 

Tho following morning, the little boys re

turned to a di version they had been amusing 
themselves with for scYera1 days, the making 
of a prodigious snow-ball. They had begun 

by making a small globe of snow with their 
hands, ,yhich they turned oYer and over, till 

by continually collecting frosh matter, it 

grew so large that they ,vcre unable to roll 

it any further. Herc Tommy observed, tlrnt 
their labours must encl, for it ,vas impos3iblc 
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to turn it any longer. "No," said Harry 
" I know a remedy for that." So he ran and 
fetched a couple of thick sticks, about :five 
feet long, and giving one of them to Tommy, 
he took the other himself. Ile then desired 
him to put the end of his stick under the 
mass, while he did the same on his side, and 
then lifting at the other end, they rolled the 
heap forward with the greatest ease. Tommy 
was extremely surprised at this, and said, 
"How can this be? "\Ve are not a bit 
stronger than we were before, and yet now 
we are able to roll this snowball along with 
ease, which we could not e,·en stir before." 
.. That is Yery true," answered Ilany, " but 
it is owing to these sticks. This is the ,var 
that the labourers moYe the largest trees, 
which, without this contriYance, they woulu 
not, be able to stir." "I am Ycry much sur
prised at this," said Tommy; '' I never 
should have imagined that the sticks would 
haYe given us more strength than we had Le
fore." Just as he had said this, by a violent 
effort, both their sticks broke short in the 
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middle. "This is no great loss," observed 
Tommy, " for the ends will do just as 
well as the whole sticks." They then tried 
to shove the ball again with the truncheons 
which remained in their hands, but to the 
new surprise of Tommy, they found they 
,,:ere unable to stir it. " Thn.t is very cu
rious indeed," said Tommy: " I find that 
only long sticks are of any use." " That," 
said Harry, "I couln. have told you before; 
but I had a mind you should find it out your
self. The longer the stick is, provided it is 
sufficiently strong, and you can manage it, 
the more easily will you succeed." "Thii:; is 
really very curious," replied Tommy ; "but 
I see some of Mr. Barlow's labourers at work 
a little way off; let us go to them, and ask 
them to cut us two longer sticks, that we may 
try their effects." 

They then went up to the men who were 
af work; but here a new subjecc of admira
tion presented itself to Tommy's mind. 
There was a root of a prodigious oak-tree, so 
large and heavy, that half-a-dozen horses 
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would scarcclv have been able to draw it J 

along : besides, it was so tough and knotty, 
that the sharpest axe could hardly make any 
impression upon it. This, a couple of old 
men were attempting to cleave in pieres, in 
order to make billets for :\Ir. Barlow's fire. 
Tommy, who thought their strength tota1ly 
disproportionate to such an undertaking, 
could not help pitying them, and observing 
that certainly :\Ir. Barlow did not know what 
they were about, or he would lrnve prevented 
such poor, weak old men from fatiguing 
themselves about what they never could per
form. "Do you think so?" replied Harry; 
"what would you then say, if you were to 
see me, little as I am, perform this wonderful 
task, with the asi:iista.nce of one of these good 
people?" So he took up a ,vooden mallet, 
an instrnmcnt which, although much larger, 
resembles a hammer, and began ueating the 
root, ,vhich he did for some time without 
making the least impres::,ion. Tommy, who 
imagined that for thi!:> time his friend Harry 
was caught, beg,m to smile, and told him that 
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he would break a hundred mallets to pieces 
before he made the least impression upon the 
wood. "Say you so?" answered Harry, 
smiling; " thrn I believe I must try another 
method." So he stooped down, and picked 
up a small piece of iron, about six inches 
long, which Tommy had not obsen-ed before, 
as it lay upon the ground. This iron was 
broad at the top, but gradually sloped all the 
way clown, till it came to a perfect edge at 
bottom. Harry took this up, and with a fe-w 
blo"vs drove it a little way into the body of 
the root. The old man and he then struck 
alternately with their mallets upon the head 
of tltc iron, till the root began to gape and 
crack on every sicle, and the iron ,vas totally 
lmriecl in the "·oocl. " Therr," said Harry, 
'· thi::; fir::;t wedge ha::; clone its business very 
"·ell; two or three more "·ill fini::.h it.·, He 
then took up another larger "·edge, and in
::;ei-ting the bottom of it between the wood 
and the top of the former one, " ·hieh was now 
completely buried in the root, began to beat 
upon it as he had done before. The root no,v 

p 
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cracked and split on every side of the 

wedges, till a prodigious cleft appeared quite 

down to the bottom. Thus did Harry pro

ceed, still continuing his blows, and inserting 

new and larger wedges, as fast as he had clri

ven the former do,vn, till he had completely 

effected what he had undertaken, and entirely 

separated the monstrous mass of wood int0 

two unequal parts. Harry then said, "Here 

is a very large log, but I think you and I can 

carry it in to mend the fire, and I will show 

you something else that will surprise you.·• 

So he took a pole of about ten feet long, and 

hung the log upon it by a piece of cord 

which he found there; then he asked Tommy 

which end of the pole he chose to carry. 

Tommy, who thought it ·would be most con

venient to have the weight near him, ehosc 

that end of the polo near ,vhich the weight 

was suspended, and put it upon l1is shoulder; 

while Harry took the other encl. But. ,.-he11 

Tommy attempted to rnoYe, he found that Jw 

could hardly bear the pressure; howe,·er, a.-; 

he saw Harry ·walk briskly away under hi8 
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share of the load, he determined not to com
plain. As they were walking along in this 
manner, l\fr. Barlow met them, and seeing 
poor Tommy labouring under his burden, 
asked him who loaded him in that manner. 
'I1ommy said it was Harry. Upon this Mr. 
Barlow smiled, and said, "Well, Tommy, 
this is the first time I ever saw your friend 
Harry attempt to impose upon you, for he is 
making you carry about three times the 
weight which he supports himself." Harry 
replied, that Tommy had chosen that end 
himself; and that he should directly have 
informed him of his mistake, but that he had 
been so surprised at seeing the common ef
fects of a lever, that he wished to teach him 
some other facts about it; then shifting the 
ends of the pole, so as to support that part 
which Tommy had done before, he asked him 
if he found his shoulder any easier. "Indeed, 
I do," replied Tommy; "but I cannot con
ceive how; for ·we carry the same weight 
between us which we di<l ueforc, and just in 
the same manner."-" Not quite in the same 

p 2 



160 SCALES A);D WEIGHT, 

manner, answered )Ir. Barlo-,v; '· for~ if 
you obsen-e, the log is a great deal further 

from your shou1der than from Harry's; by 

which means he no,y supports just as much 

as you did before, and you, on the contrary, 

as little as he did ,vhen I met vou."-" This 

is very extraordinary indeed," said Tommy : 

" I find there are a great many thing~ which 

I did not know, nor even my mamma, nor 

any of the fine ladies that come to our 

house:·-" Well," replied )Ir. Barlo"', " if 

you ha,c acquired so much useful knowlecl~e 

c1lready, what may you expect to do in a few 

years more? "-He then led Tommy into the 

house, and slwwed him a stick of about funr 

feet long, ,vith a scale hung at each end. 

" X ow," said he, "if you place this stick 

over the back of a chair, so that it may rest 

exactly upon the middle, you see the two 

scales " ·ill just balance each other. So, if I 

put into each of them an equal "·eight, they 

will still remain . u pended. In this method, 

we weigh every thing that is bought; orly, 

for the greater convnnience, the beam of the 
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scale, which is the same -thing as this stick, 
is generally hung up to something else by its 
middle. But let us now move the stick, and 
S<'e what '"ill be the consequence." Mr. 
Barlow then pushed the stick along in such a 
manner, that when it rested upon the back nf 
the chair, there were three feet of it on one 
side, and only one on the other. That side 
which was longest instantly came to tre 
ground as hcaYiest. " You see," said Mr. 
Barlow, " if we would now balance them, we 
must put a greater weight on the sh0rtest 
side; so he kept adding ,veights, till Tommy 
found that one pound on the longest side 
would exactly balance three on the shortest : 
for, as much as the longer side exceeded the 
shorter in length, so much did the weight 
which was hung at that end, require to ex
ceed that on the longer side." 

_"This," said Mr. Barlow, " is what they 
ca.11 a lever; and all the sticks that you have 
been using to-day are only levers of a differ
ent construction. By these short trials you 
may conceive the prodigious aclYantage which 

p 3 
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they are of to men. For thus can one man 
mo ~-e a weight which half-a-dozen would not 
be able to do with their hands alone. Thus 
may a little boy, like you, do more than the 
strongest man could effect, who did not know 
these secrets. As to that instrument, by 
which you ·were so surprise<l. that Harry 
could cleave so vast a body of wood, it is 
called a wedge, and is almost equally useful 
with the lever. The ,vhole force of it con
sists in its being gradually narrower and 
narrower, till at last it ends in a thin edge, 
capable of penetrating the sma,llest chink. 
By this we are enabled to overthrow the 
largest oaks, to cleave their roots, almost as 
hard as iron itself, and even to split the solid 
rocks." "All this," said Tommy " is won
derful indeed ; and I need not ask the use 
of them, because I sec it plainly in the ex
periments I have made to-day."-'' One 
lhing more," addecl l\Ir. Barlow, "as we a,rc 
upon this subject, I will show you." So he 
!Pd them into the yard, to the bottom of his 
granary, ,vherc stood a heavy sack of corn. 
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'' Now," said l\lr, Barlow, "if you are so 
stout a follow as you imagine, take up this 
sack of corn, and carry it up the ladder into 
the granary."-" That," replied Tommy, 
laughing, "is impossible; and I doubt, sir, 
whether you could do it yourself."" "r ell," said l\Ir. Barlo-w, "we will try at 
least ,Yhat is to be done." IIe then led 
them up into the granary, and showing them 
a middle-sized wheel with the handle fixed 
upon it, desired the little boys to turn it 
round. They began to turn it with some lit
tle difficulty, and Tommy could hardly 
believe his eyes, when presently after he saw 
the sack of corn, which he had despaired of 
moving, mounted up into the granary and 
safely landccl upon the floor. "You see," 
~aiu i\Ir. Barlow, "here is another ingenious 
contrivance, by which the weakest person 
may perform the work of the sLrongcst. This 
is called the ,v heel and axle. You see this 
wheel, ,vhich is not very large, turns round 
an axle ,Yhich goes into it, and is much smal
ler; and at every turn the rope to ,vhich the 
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height is fixed that you want to moYe, 1s 
twisted round the axle. Now, just as mnch 
as the breadth of the whole ·wheel is greater 
than that of the axle ,vhich it turns rouno, so 
much the greater is the weight that the per
son who turns it can move, tha,n ho comd 
do without it. 

" \V ell," sa,id Tommy, " I see 1t 1s a hncl 
thing indeed to acquire knowledge; but are 
there no more, sir, of those ingenious contriv
ances? for I should like to understana tnem 
a,i!.'--" Yes," answered l\fr. Barlow, ·· tnere 
are more; and you shall be perfectly acquainted 
w~th them in time; hut for this purpose 
you should be a,ble to write, and comprehend 
something of a,rithmetic." 

'1·o:-.orY. ,vhat is arithmetic, sir ? 
Mr. BARLOW. That is not so casv to 

mafre you understand at once ; I will, how
ever. try to explain it. Do you see tne 
grains of "·heat which lie scattered m the 
wmdow? 

'l'<\1\I;\IY. Yes, sir. 
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)Ir. BARLOW. Can you count how many 
there are? 

To;,,rnrY. There arc just fi ve-and-twcnty 
of them. 

1\Ir. BARLOW. V cry well. Here is ano-
ther parcel ; how many grains are there ? 

To:-.nrY. Just fourteen. 

~Ir. B.rnLow. If there are fourteen 
grains in one heap, and twenty-five in the 
other, how many grains are there in all; 
or, ho\v many do fourteen and twenty-fiye 
make? 

Tommy was unable to answer, and :;.\Ji•. 

Barlow proposed the same question to Harry, 
who arnnvcrcd that together they made thirty
nmc. ".Again," said :\Ir. Barlow, "I ·will 
put the hvo heaps togrther, and then how 
many ,vill there be? " 

To)DIY. Thirty-nine. 

:Mr. BARLo,v. Now, look, I ha.Ye jui;;t 
taken a.way nineteen from the number, how 
many do you think remains? 

To;ul\IY. I will count them. 

_\..r!U rannot you tel! 
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without counting? How many are there, 
Harry? 

HARRY. Twenty, sir. 
Mr. BARLOW. All this 1s properly the 

a.rt of arithmetic, which is the same as that of 
counting, only it is done in a much shorter 
and easier way, without the trouble oi having 
the things always before you. Thus, for in
stance, if you " --anted to know now many 
barleycorns were m this sack, you would 
perhaps be a week in counting the whole 
number. 

To.:ul\IY. Indeed I believe I should. 
1\Ir. BARLOW. If you understood arith

metic you might do it in five minutes. 
Tol\Il\IY. That is extraordinary indeed; 

I can hardly conceive it possible. 
l\Ir. BARLOW. A bushel of corn weighs 

a,bout fifty pounds weight; this sack contains 
four bushels, so that there are just two hun
dred pounds weight in all. Now every 
ponnd contains sixteen ounces; and sixteen 
times two hundred makes thirty-two hundred 
ounces. So that you haYe nothing to do but 
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to count the number of grains m a single 
ounce, and there will be thirty-two hundred 
times that number in the sack. 

ToMl\IY. I declare this is curious indeed, 
and I should like to learn arithmetic. Will 
Harry and you teach me, sir? 

Mr. BARLOW. You know we are always 

ready to improve you. But before we leave 
this subject I must tell you a little story. 
There was a gentleman who was extremely 

fond of beautiful horses, and did not grudge 
to give the highest prices for them. One day 
a horse-courser came to him, and showed him 
one so handsome, that he thought it superior 
to all he had ever seen before. He mounted 
him, and found his paces equally excellent ; 
for though he was full of spirit, he was as 
gentle and tractable as could be wished. 
So many perfections <lelighted the gentleman, 
and he eagerly demanded the price. The 
ho.rse-conrser answered, that he would bate 

nothing of two hundred guineas : the gentle
man, although he admired the horse, would 
not consent to give it, and they were just at 
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the point of parting. As the man was turn
ing his back, the gentleman called out to 
him, and said, "is there no possibl~ way of 
agreeing? for I ·would giYe you any thing in 
reason for such a beautiful creature." 
" ,vhy," replied the dealer, "·ho was a 
shrewd fellow, and perfectly understood cal
culation, "if you do not like to giYe me two 
hundred guineas, will you giYe me a farthing 
for the first nail the horse has in his shoe, 
two farthings for the second, four for the 
third, and so go on doublillg throughout the 
whole twenty-four ? for there arc no more 
than twenty-four nails in all his shoes. The 
gentleman gladly accepted the condition, 
and ordered the horse to be lecl awa:v to his 
stables. 

To:u:11Y. This fellow must haYe been a, 

very great blockhead, to ask two hnnclred 
guineas, ancl then take a few farthings for 
his horse. 

Mr. Bs\.RLOW. The gcntlcnrnn "·as of the 
same opinion ; howcn'r, the horsc-coursc1 
aclcled, '' ~ do not mean, sir, to tic you dow1, 
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to this last proposal, which, upon considera
tion, you may like as little as the first ; all 
that I require is, that if you are dissatisfied 
with your bargain, you will promise to pay 
me down the two hundred guineas which I 
first a::.kcd." This the gentleman willingly 
agreed to, and then called his steward to 
calculate the sum, for he was too much of a. 
gentleman to be able to do it himself. The 
steward sat down ,vith his pen and ink. and 
after some time, gravely ,vished his master 
joy, and a keel in what part of England the 
estate ,•,as situatecr that he "-as going to 
purchase. '' Arc you mad?" replied the gen
tleman ; "it is not an e tate, but a horse, 
that I l1ave just bargained for, and here is 
the o,,t1er of hirn, to whom I am going to pay 
the money." "If there is any madness, sir," 
replied the steward, '' it certainly is not on 
my ·idc ; the sum you ha,c ordered me to 
calculate comes to j1.1st seventeen thousand, 
four lrnnclrc<l, and seventy- ix pounds, be
sides some shillings and pence; and surely 
no man in his senses would give this price 

Q 
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for a horse." The gentleman was more sur

prised than ever he was before, to hear the 

assertion of his steward, but when, upon 

examination, he found it no more than the 

truth, he was very glad to compound for his 

foolish agreement, by giYing the horsc-cour

;::er the two hundred guineas and dismissing 

him. 
To~n1Y. This is quite incredible; that a 

farthing just doubled a few times, should 

amount to such a prodigious sum : however, 

I am determined to learn arithmetic, that I 

may not be imposed upon in this manner ; 

for I think a gentleman must look very silly 

in such a sitnation. 

Thus had Tommy a nrw employment and 

diversion for the winter nights, in the learn

ing of arithmetic. .Almo t eYery night did 

Mr. Barlow and Ilarry, and he, amuse them

selves with little questions that related to 

numbers : by which men.ns Tommy became 

in a short fone so expert, lhat he conld add, 

subtract, multiply, or cliYidc, almost any 

given sum, with little trouble and great 
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exactness. But he did not, for this, forget the 
employment of observing the heavens; for 
every night when the stars appeared bright 
and the sky unclouded, Harry and he ob
served the ,arious figures and positions of the 
constellations. Mr. Barlow gave him a little 
paper globe, as he had promised, and Tommy 
immediately marked out upon the top his 
first and fa,ourite constellation of Charles's 
warn. A little while after that, he observed 
on the other side of the pole-star, another 
beautiful assemblage of stars, which was al
ways opposite to Charles's wain: this, Mr. 
Barlow told him was called Cassiopeia's 
chair ; :md this, in a short time, ,,as added 
to the collection. One night, as Tommy was 
looking up to the sky in the southcn1 part of 
the heavens, he obscned so remarkable a 
constellation, that he could not help particu
l_arly ramarking it: four large and shining 
stars composed the ends of the figure, which 
was almost square, and full in the middle 
appeared three more, placed in a slanting 
line and very near to each other. Tl1is 

Q 2 
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Tommy pointed out to l\Ir. Barlow, and beg
ged to know the name. :J\Ir. Barlow answered 
that the constellation was named Orion, and 
that the three bright stars in the middle were 
called his belt. Tommy was so delighted 
with the grandeur and beauty of this glorious 
constellalion, that he could not help observ
ing it, by intervals, all the evening; and he 
was surprised to see that it seemed to pa.ss 
on, in a right line dra;wn from east to west, 
and that all the sta.rs he had become ac
quainted with, moved every night in the 
same direction. 

The frost had now continued for several 
,veeks, and Tommy, faking advantage of the 
eYenings, which genernlly "·ere clear and 
star-light, had greatly improved his know
ledge of the heavens. His paper globe, by 
this time, being ornamented ·with nearly all 
the stars of which he had learned the names. 
These stars, he continually obscr-vcd, jour
neyed every night fron\_ cast to west, and 
then appeared the evening after in their 
form er places. " How stranae it is" oho 



TIIE CONSTELLATIONS. 173 

served Tommy one day to Mr. Barlow, 
"that all these stars are continually turning 
about the earth?" 

"How do you know," replied l\Ir. Bar
low, that they turn at all?" 

Tol\Il\IY. Because I see them move every 
night. 

Mr. BARLOW. But, how are you sure 
that it is the stars which move every night, 
and not the earth itself? 

Tommy considered a little, and then said, 
" If that was the case, I should then sec the 
earth move, and the stars stand still." 

l\Ir. BARLOW. What! did you never ride 
in a coach? 

To:\DIY. Yes, sir, very often. 
:Mr. BARLO"\Y. And did you then see that 

the coach moved, as you sat still, and went 
along a level road? 
- To:.\Il\iY. No, sir; I have often thought 

that the houses, and trees, and all the coun
try, glided swiftly along by the windows of 
the coach. 

Q 3 
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}.'\Ir. BARLOW. Ancl did you never sail m 

a boat? 

To:\Il'tfY. Yes, I have; and there, again, 

I hn.Ye observed the same thing; for I re

member, I have often thought the shore was 

running from the boat, instead of the boat 
from the shore. 

J\Ir. BARLOW. Well then, as you have 

thus in very common things mistaken the 

object that moved, do you not think it pro
bable that you haYe likewise now mistaken it, 

and that it may be the earth which moves 

instead of the stars ? 

To:m1Y. But is it not more likely, that 

such little things as the sun and stars should 

move, than such a large thing as the earth? 
J\Ir. BARLOW. Little things! How do 

you know the sun and stars are so small? 
To:u::11Y. Because, sir, I see they are so. 

The stars are so small, that they are hardly 

to be seen at all: and the sun itself, which 

is much larger, does not seem bigger than a 

small round table. 
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The day after this conversation, as the 
weather was bright and clear, Mr. Barlow 
went out to walk with Tommy and Harry. 
As by this time Tommy was inured to fatigue, 
and able to walk many miles, they continued 
their excursion over the hills, till at last they 
came in sight of the sea. As they were di
Yerting themselves with the immense prospect 
of ·water that ,vas before them, l\Ir. Barlow 
perceived something floating at a distance, so 
small as to be scarcely discernible by the eye. 
He pointed it out to Tommy, and asked him 
what he thought it was. 

Tommy, who ,vith difficulty distinguished 
it, answered, that he thought it was a small 
fishing boat, but could not tell exactly 
what it was, on account of the distance; 
" though," continued he, "whatever it is, it 
seems to grow bigger." 
· l\Ir. B.ARLOW. Ali! what makes it grow 

bigger? 

To~DIY. It is coming nearer to us. 
Mr. B.rnLow. What !-Docs the same 
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thing, then, sometimes appear small and 

sometimes great? 
TollfMY. Yes, sir, it seems small when it 

is a.t a great distance: I have observed tlwt 

eYen ,.,.,ith houses and churches, which seem 

to the eye very small, indeed, when you are 

some miles distant.-Ha ! now I observe that 

the. vessel is sailing to"·ards us, and that it is 

not, as I imagined: a little fishing boat, but a 

ship with a mast, for I can see the sails. 

Mr. Barlow and his two pupils now walked 

on a little while by the side of the sea, a.nd 

presently Tommy called out again :-" I was 

mistaken again ; for it was not a vessel with 

one mast, as I thought just now, but a £ne 

large ship, ,vith three great masts, and all 

her sails set in the grandest manner." 

Mr. BARLOW. Now, only take notice of 

what you have been seeing. What at first 

appeared only a little dusky speck, after

wards became a vessel with one mast, and 

now the vessel with one mast plainly appears 

a ship of a very large size, with a11 her masts. 
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and sails, and rigging, qomplete. Y ct all 
these three appearances are only the same 
object, at different distances from· the eye. 

To111111Y. Yes, sir, that is all very true, 
indeed. 

~Ir. BARLOW. Suppose then, if the ship 
which is now in full sight, were to tack about 
again and sail away from us as fast as she 
approached just now, what do you think 
would happen? 

To11n1Y. "\Vhy, that it would grow less 
and less, by degrees, till it appeared a speck 
agam. 

l\Ir. BsUtLOW. y OU said, yesterday, I 
think, that the sun was a very small body, 
not bigger than a round table ? 

To11n1Y. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BARLOW. Supposing, then, he were 

to be removed to a much greater distn.nce 
than he is at now, what would happen? would 
he· appear the same to your eyes. 

Tommy considered for some time, and then 
said, " If the ship gro,vs less and less, till at 
last it appears a mere speck, by going further 
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and further, I should think the sun would do 

the same." 
1\Ir. BARLOW. In that conclus10n you are 

perfectly right; therefore, if the sun were to 

depart further and further from us, at last he 

would appear no bigger than one of those 

twinkling stars, that you see at so great a 

distance above your head. 
To::\D1Y. That I perfectly comprehend. 

l\1r. BARLOW. But if, on the contrary, 

one of those twinkling stars ,vere to approach 

nearer and nearer to where you stand, what 

do you think would happen ? would it still 

appear of the same size? 
Toi\DIY. No, sir. The ship as it came 

nearer to us, appeared every moment larger, 

and therefore I think the star must do the 

same. 
Mr. BARLOW. l\Iight it not then at last 

appear as big as the sun now docs ; just as 

the sun would dwindle away to the size of a 

star, were it to be removed to a still greail'r 

distance? 
To:1rnY. Indeed I think it might. 
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Mr. BARLOW. What then do you imagine 
must happen, if the sun approached a great 
deal nearer to us ?-would his size remain 
the same? 

ToMl\ff. No. I plainly see that he must 
appear bigger and bigger the nearer he 
comes. 

l\Ir. BARLOW. If that is the case, it is not 
so very certain that the earth we inhabit is 
bigger than the sun and stars. They arc at 
a very great distance from us; therefore, if 
any body could go from the "3.rth towards 
the sun, how do you think the earth would 
appear to him as he journeyed on? 

Tol\nff. Really, I can hardly tell . 
.Mr. BARLOW. ]\To ! ,Vhy, is it not the 

same thing whether an object goes from you: 
or you from the object? Is there any differ
ence bebvecn the ship's sailing away from us 
an<l our ·walking a,,rny from the ship? 

TmnrY. ~ o, sir. 
l\Ir. BARLOW. Did you not say, that if 

, the sun could be removed further from our 
eyes, it "·ould appear less? 
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ToMl\IY. To be sure it would. 
Mr. BARLOW. ·why then, if the earth 

were to sink down from under our feet, lower 
and lower, what would happen ?-would it 
have the same appearance ? 

To:\I?IIY. No, sir, I think it must appear 
less and less, like the ship ,.,.hen it is sailing 
away. 

lVfr. BARLO\Y. Y cry right, indeed. But 
now attend to what I asked you just now ; if 
a person could rise slowly into the air, and 
mount still higher and higher, tov,ards the 
sun, what would happen 1 

To:-inIY. "\Yhy, the same as if the earth 
were to sink from under us : it would appear 
less and less. 

Mr. BARLOW. Might not the earth then 
at last appear as small as the sun or moon 
docs? 

To:\DIY. I can hardly conceive £hat : and 
yet, I see it ·would appC'ar less and less, the 
further he ,vent. 

Mr. BARLOW. Well, then, now yon "·ill 
be able to answer the question I asked you a 
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little ,.,.hile ago : Could a person travel 
straight forward from the earth to the sun, 
how would they appear to him as he went 
forward? 

To:;u;uy, The earth would appear less and 
less as he went from it, and the sun bigger 
anu bigger as l.e ~pproached to,vards it . 

Mr. BARLOW. Perhaps, then, it would 
happen at last that the sun appeared bigger 
than the earth. 

To:11:.IY. f think it might. 
• Mr. BA.RLOW. Then you see that you 

must no longer talk of the earth·s being large 
and the sun small, since that may only hap
pen because you arc near the one, and at a 
great di8tance from the other. At least you 
must now be eonvinc.:etl, that both the sun 
and tar:s mrn:t be immensely bigger than you 
would at :fir:st sight guc::,s them to be. 

As they were returning home, they hap
pened to pass through a small town in their 
way, and saw a crowd of people going into a 
house, which gayc l\lr. Barlo"· the curio::,:ty 
to inquire the reason. They "·ure told that 

n 
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there was a wonderful person there, who 

performed a variety of strange and diverting 

experiments. Upon Tommy's expressing a 

great desire to see these curious exhibitions, 

l\Ir. Barlow took them both in, and they 

sC'a.ted thcmsehes among the audience. 

Presently the performer began his exhibi

tions, with which Tommy was very much 

diverted and surprised. At length, after a 

variety of curious tricks upon cards, the con

juror desired them to obsene a large basin 

of water, with the figure of a little swan 

floating upon the surface. " Gentlemen," 

said the man, "I ha-ve resenecl this curious 

experiment for the last, because it is the 

most wonderful of a,ll that I have to show, or 

tltat, perha.ps, was ever exhibited to the pre

sent hour. Yon sec that swan; it is no 

more tha.n a little image, ,vithout either sense 

or life. If you ha.vc any doubt upon the 

subject, take it up in your hands and ex

amine it." Accordingly, sc-veral of the 

spectators took it up in their hands, and 

after having examined it, set it down agam 
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upon the water. "N o,w," continued he, 

"this swan, which to you appears totally 

without sense or motion, is of so extraor

dinary a nature, that he knows me, his 

master, and will follow in any direction that 

I command." Saying this, he took out a 

little piece of bread, and whistling to his 
bird, ordered him to come to the side of the 

basin and be feel. Immediately, to the great 

surprise of all the company, the swan turned 

about, and swam to the side of the basin. 

The man whistled again, and presently the 
swan turned himself round :md pursued the 

hand of his master to the other side of the 

basin. The spectators could hardly believe 

their eyes, and some of them got little pieces 
of bread, and held them out, imagining that 
he would do the same to them. But it was 

in vain they whistled and presented their 

bread; the bird romained unmoYcd upon the 

\\=atcr, and obeyed no orders but those of his 

master. ·when this exhibition had been re

peated over and OYer again, to the extreme 

delight and astonishment of all present, the 
R 2 
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company rose and dispersed, and .Mr. Bar
low and the little boys pursued their ,vay 
home. 

Tommy's mind was so much engrossed 
with what he bad seen at the exhibition, that 
for several days he coulcl think and talk of 
nothing else. "He would giYe all that he 
had in the world, tltat Ile would, to find out 
this curious trick, and be possessed of such a 
swan." At lengtb, as he w·as talking to 
Harry one clay upon the subject, Harry told 
him with a smile, that he bclieYed he had 
found out the method of doing it; and that if 
he did not mistake, lie ,vould show him the 

' next day a s,yan that would come to be fed 
:1.s well as the conjuror·s. Accordingly, 
Harry monldecl a bit of ,...-ax into the shnpe 
of a swan, and placed it upon a basin of 
'-Y:-ttcr. Ile then presented to it a piece of 
bread, arnl, to the inexpres~ible delight of 
Tommy, the swan pursued the bread, just as 
he hacl seen before. After he had several 
times cfo·crte<l himself with this experiment. 
he wanted to be informed of the composition 
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of this wonderful swan. Harry, therefore, 
showed him within the body of the bird 
a large needle, which lay in it from one encl to 
the other. In the bread v;·ith which the 
S\van ,vas feel, he a.lso showed him concealed 
a small bar of iron. Tommy could not com
prehend the meaning of all this, although the 
,vhole secret "·as before his eyes. While he 
was attentiYely examining these surprising 
objects, l\Ir. Barlow, ,vho was present, took 
np the bar of iron, a.nd putting down several 
needles upon the table, Tommy ,Yas much 
surprised to sec the neeclles all jump up, one 
after another, at the approach of the bar, 
and shoot towards it, as if they had been pos
sessed of life and sense. They then hnng all 
about the bar so firmly, that, though it was 
lifted into the air, they all retained their 
hold, and remained suspended by it. l\Ir. 
Barlow then placed a, key upon the tabl<', 
a11cl putting the iron near it, the key attache<l 
it~clf as firmly to the bar as the needles h::ul 
done before. All this appeared so surprisin~ 
to 'fommy, that he begged an explanation of 

R 3 



]86 LOADSTO:'.\E. 

it from ~Ir. Barlow. That gentleman tolcl 
him that there ,Yas a stone often found in iron 
mines, that "·as called the loadstone. This 
stone is naturally possessed of the surprising 
po,ver of drawing to itself all pieces of iron 
that are not too large, nor placed at two great 
a distance. But \Yhat is equally extraordi
nary, is, that iron itself, after having been 
rubbed upon the loa<l--tonc, acquires tla: 
same virtue as the stone itself, of attracting 
other uon. For this purpose, th<'y take 
small bars of iron, and rub them carefully 
upon the loadstonc, and when they liaYe ac
quired this very extraordinary power, they 
call them magnets. ,vhen Harry had seen 
the exhibition of the swan, upon revolving it 
oYer in his mind, he began to suspect tha,t it 
was performed entirely by the power of mag
netism. Upon liis talking to me about the 
affair, I confirmed him in his opinion, and 
furnished him ,vith a small magnet to put 
into the bread, and a large needle to conceal 
in the body of the bird. ~o this is the ex
planation of the feat "liieh so much puzzled 
you a fc,v days pa::;t. 
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Mr. Barlow had scarcely done speaking, 
when Tommy obser,ed another curious pro
perty of the swan, ,vhich he had not found 
out before. This bird, when left to itself, 
const~ntly rested in one particular direction ; 
and that direction was full north and south. 
Tommy inquired the reason of this, and 
Mr. Barlow gave him this additional ex
planation. " The persons that :first disco
vered the wonderful po"Vfers of the loadstone 
in communicating its virtues to iron, diverted 
themselves, as we do now, in touching nee
dles and small pieces of iron, which they 
made to fl.oat upon ,vatcr, and attracted them 
about with other pieces of iron. But it was 
not long before they found out, as you do 
now, another surprising property of this 
,vonderful stone. They obsC'ned, that when 
a needle had once been touched by the load
stone, if it ,ms left to float upon the water 
,vithout restraint, it would in rnriably tum 
it:,elf towards the north. In a short time, 
they improved the discovery further, and 
contri ,·eel to suspend the middle of the 
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needle upon n. point, so loosely that it could 
move about in every direction. This thcv 
coYercd with a glass case, and by this mc:i.n,; 
they :i.hrnys had it in their power to find out 
all the quartPrs of the hcaYcns and earth." 

"But," inquirccl Tommy, "was this di:-:
covcry of any use ? " 

~Ir. BsrnLoW. Y cs, of very great use; 
for before this time, they had no other 
method of finding their vrny along the sea, 
but by obscning the stars. They knew, by 
experience, in what parts of the sky certain 
stars appeared at eYery season of the year, 
and this enabled them to discover cast, west, 
north, and south. Dnt when they set out 
from their own country by sea, they knew in 
which direction the place ,ms situated which 
they ,Yere going to . If it lay to the east, 
they had only to keep the head of the ship 
turned foll to that <]_nartcr of the heavens. 
and they would arri,-e at the place they wer.
going to; and this they were enabled to ck 
hy oLscning the star.;;. But fre<]_nently tJw 
weather was thick, an l the stars no longer 
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appeared ; ancl then they \Ycre left to wander 

about the pathless ocean, vvithout the small

est track to guide them in their course. 

To:m,IY. Poor people! they must liaYc 

been in a, dreadful situation, indeed, tossed 

about on such an immense place as the sea, 

in the dark, and unable to tell their situation, 

and direct their course. 

l\fr. BARLOW. "For this reason, they sel

dom dared to ,enhue out of sight of shore, 

for fear of lo~ing their way: by which means, 

all +.heir voyages were long and tedious. 

But ~oon after H1e discowry of this admira

ble property of the loa<lstoue, tliey found that 

tho needle wl1id1 had been thus prepared, 

was capable of sho,ving them the differmt 

points of the heavens, even in the darkest 

night. This enabled them to sail ·with 

greater secmi{ y, :mcl to venture boldly upon 

the 1rnmcnse ocmn, which they always 

fc;rec.l heforc. 

To~rnY. IIo,v extraordinary it is, that a, 

little stone should t'nable people to cross the 

sea, ancl to find their wny from one country 

to :',notlrnr ! 
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A few evenings after this conversation, 
when the night was remarkably clear, l\Ir. 
Barlow called his two pupils into the garden, 
where there was a long hollow tube sus
pended upon a frame. Mr. Barlow then 
placed Tommy upon a chair, and bade him 
look through it; which he had scarcely done, 
when he cried out, "What an extraordinary 
sight is this!" \\, ... hat is the matter?" said 
l\Ir. Barlow. " I sec," replied Tommy, 
" wl1at I shoul<l. take for the moon, ,vere it 
not a gi·eat many times bigger, aud so near to 
me that I could almost touch it." "\Yhat 
you sec," answered Mr. Barlow, smiling, 
" is the moon itself. Thi::; gla:::s has indeed 
the power of making it appear to your eye, 
as it would do, could yon approach a great 
deal nearer : but still it is nothing but the 
moon; and from this single experiment you 
may judge of the different si;r,e which the sun 
.tnd all the other heaYcnly bodies would ap
pear to be, if you could advance a great deal 
nearer to them." 

Tommy ,va::i delighted with this new spec
tacle : the moon, (he said,) viewed in thi::1 
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manner, was the most gloi:ious sight he had 

ever seen in his life. "And I declare," 

added he, "it seems to be shaded in such a 

manner, that it almost resembles land and 

water." ",Vhat you say," answered Mr. 
Barlow, "is by no means unreasonable: the 

moon is a very large body, and may be, for 

aught we know, inhabited like the earth." 

Tommy was more and more astonished at 

the introduction of all these new ideas; but 

what he was particularly inquisitive about 

was, to know the reason of this extraordinary 

change in the appearance of objects, only by 

looking through a hollow tube with a bit of 

glass fixed into it. " All this," replied 
Mr. Barlow, " I will, if you desire it, one 

clay explain to you ; but it is rather too long 
and difficult to unclertake at the present mo
ment; when you are a little further advanced 

in some of the things which you are now 

st~dying, you will comprehend me better. 
However, before we retire to-night, I will 

show you something more ,vhich will, perhaps, 
equa11y surprise you." 



I 
.I 

'I 
.j 

192 EXITIBITION. 

They then returned to the hou:3c, and 
Ur. Barlow, who had prepared cYcry thing 
for his intended exhibition, led Tommy into 
a room, where he observed nothing but a 
lantern upon the floor, and a ,Yhitc sheet 
hung up against the wall. Tommy laughed, 
and said he did not see anything very cu
rious in all that. " ,v ell," said ::\Ir. Barlow, 
" perhaps I may surprise you yet, before I 
have done; let us at least light up the lan
tern, tha.t yon may see a little clearer." 

Mr. Barlow then lighted a lamp, whieh 
was ,vithin the la,ntcrn, and cxtingubhcd a11 
the other candles; and Tommy was instan tl_\· 
struck with astonishment, to sec a gigantic 
figure of a man leading along a large bc,n-, 
appear upon the " ·all and glide slowly alo 1g 
the sheet. .A" he was admiring this woa
dcrful sight, a large donkey, dressed up in 
the habit of a man, appeared, and follow..:d 
the bear ; after him came an old wonun 
trundling a barrow of fruit ; and then twu 
boys, who, ho,n·Ycr, ,verc as big as m~11. 

th:.tt seemed to be fighting as they passe.l. 
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Tommy could hardly find words to express 
his pleasure and admiration ; and he en
treated Mr. Barlow, in the most earnest 
manner, to explain to him the reason of all 
these wonderful sights. "At present," said 
l\Ir. Barlow, "you are not sufficiently ad
vanced to comprehend the explanation. 
IIO"\,vcver, thus much I will inform you, that 
both the wonderful tube which showed you 
the moon so much larger than you ever saw 
it before, and this curious exhibition of to
night, and a variety of others, which I will 
hereafter show you, if you desire it, depend 
entirely upon such a little bit of glass as 
this." Mr. Barlow then put into his hand a 
small, round piece of g1ass, which resembled 
the -figure of a globe on both sides : "It is 
by looking through such pieces of glass as 
this," said he, "and by arranging them in a 
pai_:ticular manner, that w·c :ne enabled to 
perform all these wonders." " \\r ell," said 
Tommy, "I never could have believed, that 
simply looking through a bit of glass could 
have rna<le such a difference in the appear-

s 

, 
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ance o~ things." "And yet," said :Mr. Bar

low, "looking at a thing through ·waler 

alone, is capable of producing the greatest 

change, as I will immediately prove to you." 

Mr. Barlow then took a small earthen basin, 

and putting a half-crown at the bottom, de

sired Tommy gradually to go back, still 

looking at the basin, till he could distinguish 

the piece of money no longer. Tommy 

accordingly refo·ed, and presently cried out> 

that he had totally lost sight of the money. 

"Then," said )Ir. Barlow, '' I ,Yill enable 

you to see it, merely by putting water upon 

it." So he gradually poured ·water into the 

basin, till, to the new astonishment of 

Tommy, he found that he could plainly sec 

the half-crown, " ·hich \>as before im·isiLle. 

Tommy was ·rnstly delighted " ·ith all these 

wonderful experiments, and declared that 

from this time forward, he would try to make 

himself acquainted with e,cry thing curious 

in e,ery branch of knowledge. 

And now the tim e arrived, " ·hen Tommy 

was Ly appoin tment to go home and spend 
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some time with his parents. Mr. Barlow 
had been long aJraid of this visit, as he knew 
he would meet a great deal of company there, 
who would give him impressions of a very 
different nature from what he had with so 
much assiduity been labouring to excite. 
However, the visit was unavoidable, and 
l\Ir. Merton sent so pressing an invitation 
for Harry to accompany his friend, aftet 
having obtained the consent of his father, 
that i\Ir. Barlow, with much regret, took 
leave of both his pupils. Harry, from the 
experience he had formerly acquired of po
lite life, had no great inclination for the 
expedition ; however, his temper was too 
easy and obliging to raise any objections, and 
the real affection he now entertained for 
Master Merton rendered him less averse 
than he would otherwise ha,e been. 

Wnen they arrived at :Mr. Merton's they 
'\~·ere introduced into a crowded drawing
room, full of the most elegant company which 
that part of the country afforded, among 
whom were several young gentlemen and 

s 2 
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ladies of different ages, who had been pur
posely invited to spend their holidays ,vith 
Master l\Ierton. 

It may readily be imagined what sort of 
reception the two little boys met with in a 
company of this kind. As soon as Master 
Merton entered, eyery tongue was let loose 
in his praise ; he was grown, he was im
proved, he was such a charming boy; his 
eyes, his hair, his teeth, his every feature 
was the admiration of all the ladies. Thrice 
did he make the circle, in order to receive 
the congratulations of the company, and to 
be introduced to the young ladies. As to 
Harry, he had the good fortune to be taken 
notice of by nobody except Mr. l\Ierton, 
who received him with great cordiality. 
Some con Yersa tion did indeed take plncP, 
in a kind of whispering tone, among these 
high-bred gentry, respecting the "awkward, 
,·ulgar-looking little plough-boy," as they 
pleased to term him; but it was one of so 
"'illy and unthinking a uaturc, as to lw 
wholly destitute both of instruction arnl 
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entertainment; and, on that account, we shall 

not trouble our young readers with a repe

t ition of it. At length, a young lady, whose 

name was Simmons, observing that nobody 

seemed to take notice of Ifarry in any fa

vourable manner, ad rnnced towards him with 

the greatest affability, and began b converse 

with him. The father and mother of l\Iiss 

Simmons were two of the most respectable 

people in the country, but they both died 

when she ,Yas quite young, ar:.cl the care of 

her deYoh-ed upon an uncle, ,vho was a man 

of benevolence and great good nature. Under 

the guardianship of tLis excellent relation, 

she had grown up to be a, young lady of most 

amia.Llc m,rnners, and Lore an excellent 

eharacter :-she had not, indeed, acquired so 

many of those superficial, sho,vy accomplish

ments, upon which young ladies in general 

pride thernsclYes so much ; but, in place of 

these, she possessed a great fund of rational 

and usdul kno,Yledgr. For instance, she 

ha.cl not spent some years of her life in ac

qumng a scientific kno,Ylcdgc of music, l)Ut 

s 3 
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she could sing seYeral simple songs in a very 
pleasing manncr,-she had acquired a know
ledge of some foreign languages, and she 
was acquainted v,,ith many of the best au
thors in her own. In short, though l\Iiss 
Simmons had obtained much of that kind of 
knowledge necessary for those who aspire 
to the character of a good wife, or a good 
mother, yet her education and disposition 
had, generally speaking, rendered lter almost 
as unfit for fa3hionable life, as that of Harry 
Sandford had him. 

Such ·was Miss Simmons, the only person 
among the genteel company at l\lr. Merton s 
that thought Harry deser \·ing the least at
tention. This young lady, who posse::;::;cd an 
uncommon degree of naturnl bencYolencc of 
charaeter, came np to him, and addressed 
him in such a manner, as to set him perfectly 
at his case. Harry was destitute of the 
pcli::,hed manners of fa::ihionable society, but 
he pos::;cssed ,vhat is far better, natural po
liteness and good natmc. Harry had an 
undcr::;tandiJJg natmally strong ; and Mr. 
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Barlow, while he had with the greatest care 
preserved him from all false impressions, 
had taken great pleasure in cultivating the 
faculties of his mind. Harry, indeed, never 
saicl any of those brilliant things which ren
der a boy the tlarling of the belies ; he had 
not that vivacity, or rather impertinence, 
which frequently passes for wit with superfi
cial people; but he paid the greatest attention 
to what was sai<l to him, and made the most 
judicious oLservations upon subjects he un
derstood. For this reason, l\Ii:;s Simmons, 
although much older and more improved, 
received great ::.atisfaction from conversing 
witl1 him, aud thought little Harry infinitely 
more agreeable than any of the smart young 
gentlemen she hacl hitherto seen at l\Ir. 
1\Ierton's. 

But now the company was summonecl to 
t]1e importaHt busine:;s of dinner. Harry 
could not help sighing, ,Yhen he reflected 
upon ,Yhat he had to undergo; howeYer, he 
,Jetennincd to bear it with all imaginable 
torlitmle, for the sake of his friend Tommy. 
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The dinner indeed ,Yas, if possiLle, more 
dreadful than any thing he had Lefore un
<lergone: so many fine gentlemen and fine 
la.dies; so many po1'-dercd scrrnnts to stand 
behind their chairs ; such an apparatus of 
<lishes "-hich Harry had never tasted Lefore, 
and ,vhich almost made him sick "·hen he 
did ta te; so many removes; such pomp anrl. 
yolemnity about what seemed the ea:;iest 
i.hing in the world, that Harry could not 
hclJ, en vying the con<l_ition of his father's la
bourers, who when they arc hungry, can sit 
at their ease undl'r a hedge, and make a 
dinner, without plates, taLfo-cloths, or com
pliments. In tbe mean time:, his fricnrl 
Tommy was re~ci \·cd amid the circle of the 
ladies, and atten~cd to as a prodigy of wit 
and ingenuity. Harry could not hc:lp L ·ing 
surprised at thi:-; : his affection for hi:; friend 
,ya to tall v unmixecl v,ith the meanness of 
jealon::;y, and he recei \·cd the sincrrcst plea
sure from every improvcmc,1t which Tommy 
had made; howe\·er, he Jia.d n,',cr di,;covered 
in him any of those surprising talents, and 
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\.Yhen he could catch any , thing that Tommy 

said, it appeared to him rather inferior to his 
usual method of conversation : l10wever, as so 
many fine ladies were of a different opinion, 
he took it for granted that he rn.ust be' 
mistaken. But if Harry's opinion of his 
friend's abilities ,vas not much improved by 
this exhibition, it was not so with Tommy. 
The repeated assurances ,~·hich he receivc<l 
that he was indeed a little prodigy, beg:m to 
convince him that he really was so. When 
he considered the company he came from, he 
found that infinite i1~ustice had been done to 
his merit ; for at Mr. Barlow's he "·as frc
q uently contradicted, and obliged to give a 
reason for what he said; but here, in order 
to be admired, he had nothing to do but 
talk ; whether he ha,d any meaning or not, 
his auditors always found either wit, or 
sense, or a most entertaining sprightliness, 
in all he said. 

Meanwhile, the little gentry ,vhose tastes 
and manners ,vere totally cliffcrrnt from 
those of Ihny, had now im bibcd a perfrct 
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contempt for him, and it v,as with great diffi
culty that they \Yould condescend to treat 

him even with common civility. In this 

laudable behaviour they were nry much 

confirmed by l\I aster Compton and Master 

Mash. Master Compton was reckoned a 

very genteel boy: though all his gentility 
consisted in his dress ; in his slender figure, 
and a look of confidence very unpleasing in 
children. He had almost finished his educa

tion at a public school, where he had learned 
many of the vices and follies ofren acquired 
at such pbces. l\Iaster l\Iash was the son 

of a neighbouring gentleman, who had con

siderably impaired his fortune by an inordi
nate love of horse-racing. Having been 

from his infancy accustomed to no other 
conversation than about winning and losing 

money, he had acquired the idea, that to 
bet successfu1ly was the summit of all human 
ambition. These bvo young gentlemen had 
conceiYcd the most violent dislike to Harry, 

and lost no occasion of saying or doing every 
thing they had in their power to mortify him 
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To Tommy they were in the contrary 

extreme, and omitted no opportunity of ren

dering themselves agreeable. Nor was it 

long before their forward vivacious manners, 

accompanied with a knowledge of many of 

those gay scenes which acted forcibly upon 

Tommy's imagination, began to render their 

conversation highly agreeable. They talked 
to him about public diYersions, about cele

brated actresses, about parties of pleasure, 

and parties of mischief. Tommy began to 

feel himself introduced to a new train of 

ideas, and a ,vider range of conduct; he be

gan to long for the time when he should 

share in the glories of robbing orchards, or 

insulting passengers with impunity; but 
when he heard that little boys, scarcely 
bigger than himself, had often j oincd in the 

glorious project of forming open rebellions 

~gainst their masters, or of disturbing a 
whole audience at a play-house, he panted 
for the time when he might haYe a chance of 

sharing in the fame of such achieYemcnts. 

After tea. se,era1 of the young ladies were 
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rlcsircd to amuse the company with music 
and singing : among the rest, l\Iiss Simmons 
sn.ng a little Scotch song, called Lochabar, 
in so artless, but sweet and pathetic a man
ner, that little Harry listened almost with 
tears in l1is eyes, though several of tho other 
young ladies, by their significant looks and 
gestures, treated it with ineffable contempt. 
After this Miss Matilda, who was allowed 
to be a perfect mistress of music, played an<l 
sung seYeral celebrated Italian airs. But as 
they were in a language totally unintelligible 
to him, Harry received very little pleasurt', 
though all the rest of the company were in 
raptures. She then proceeded to play scYeral 
pieces of music, which were allo·wed by all 
connoisseurs to require infinite skill to exe
cute. The audience seemed all delighted, 
:incl either felt or pretended to feel, 
inexprc.ssible pleasure; even Tommy him
self, though he did not know one note from 
another, had caught so much of the general 
cntlrnsiasm, that he applauded as loud as the 
r0st of tho company; but Harry, ,,-ho::;e 
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temper was not quite !;,O pliable, could not 
conceal the intolerable weariness that over
powered his senses during this long 
exhibition. He gaped, he yawned, he 
stretched, he eYen pinched himself in order 
to keep his attention alive, but all in vain ; 
the more l\Iiss l\Iatilda exercised her skill, 
in playing pieces of the most difficult execu
tion, the more did Harry's propensity to 
drowsiness increase. At length, the lateness 
of the hour, ,vhich much exceeded Harry's 
time of going to bed, conspiring with the 
opiate charms of music, he could resist no 
longer, but insensibly fell back upon his 
chair fast a~lcep. This unfortunate accident 
was soon remarked by the rest of the com
pany, and confirmed them very much in 
the opinion they had concei nd of Harry's 
vulgarity: ,vhile he in the mean time, en
joyed the most placid slumber, which was 
nc)t dissipated till l\Iiss 1\Iatilda had desisted 
froni playing. 

Thus was the first day passed at Mr. l\Ier
ton'ti ; the next, and every succeeding one, 

T 
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was only a repetition of the same scene , and 

during all this time, the only satisfaction 

which Harry received from his vist, was in 

the pleasure he derived from con versing with 

Miss Simmons. The affability and good sense 

of this young lady had entirely gained his 

confidence. 1\Thile all the other young ladicR 

were continually intent upon displaying their 

talents and importance, she alone was simple 

and unaffected. But , ... hat disgusted Harry 

more than ever was, that his refined com

panions seemed to consider thcmsel Yes and a. 

few of their acquaintance, as the only beings 

of any importance in the world. The most 

trifling inconvenience, the being a little too 

hot, a little too cold, the walking a few 

hundred yards, the waiting a few minutes 

for their dinner, the having a trifling cold or 

a little headache, were misfortunes so feel

ingly lamented, that he would ha.Ye imagined 

they ·were the most tender of the human 

species, had he not obserYCd that they con

sidered the sufferings of all below them v,ith 

the most profound indifference. If the mis-
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fortunes of the poor :vere mentioned, he 
heard of nothing but the insolence and ingra
titude of that dass of people, which seemed 
to be a sufficient excuse for the want of com-
mon humanity. "Surely," said Harry to 
himself, " there cannot be so much difference 
between one human being and another ; or 
if there is, I should think that part of them 
the most Yaluable which cultivates the 

ground and provides necessaries for all the 
rest : not those, who understand nothing but 
dress, ·walking with their toes out, staring 
modest people out of countenance, and jab
bering a few words of a foreign language." 

One morning the whole of the young gen
tlemen who ,Yerc at l\Ir. l\Icrton's, agreed to 
take a ,rn]k into the country; and Harry as 
usual accompanied them. ,V-hile they were 
slowly walking along the common, they dis
coYered at a distance a great cro,vd of people, 
,vJ10 ,vere all moving forward in the same 
direction. This attracted the curiosity of the 
little troop ; and upon inquiry they found 
there was going to be a bull-baiting. 

T 2 
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Instantly an eager desire seized upon all the 
little gentry to see the diversion. One ob
stacle alone presented itself, which was, that 
their parents, anrl particularly Mrs. :\Ierton, 
had made them promise that they would avoi<l 
every species of clanger. This objection was, 
however, removed by Master Lyddal; who 
observed that there coul<l be no danger in 
the sight, as the bull was to be tied fast, and 
could therefore do them no harm. "Be::,ides," 
added he, smiling, "wha,t occasion have they 
to know that we have been at all? I hope 
\Ve are not sucl-1 simpletons as to accuse our
sel \·cs, or such tell-talcs as to inform against 
one another." " X o ! no ! no!" wa3 the 
universal exclamation from all but Harry, 
who had remained silent upon the occasion. 
" ~faster Harry has not said a \Vorel," said 
one of the little folks; " sure he \vill not tell 
of us." "Indeed," saiJ. Harry, '· I don't 
wish to tell of you; but if I am a::,k.cd where 
we ha Ye bce:n, how can I help telling?"
" \\.,.hat," ansv•,.·crccl :\faster Lydclal, " cannot 
you say that we have been ·walking along the 
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road, or across the common, without men
tioning any further?" · " No," sai<l Harry, 
"that would not be speaking truth: bcsiclc::5, 
bull-baiting is a very cruel and dangerou~ 
d-iversion, and, therefore, none of us should 
go to see it; particularly l\laster l\Ierton~ 
whose mother loves liim so much, and is so 
careful about him." This speech ,vas not 
received with much approbation by those to 
whom it was addressed. "A pretty fellow," 
!;aid one, "to give himself these airs, and 
pretend to be wiser than every one else ! "-
1,4 "'\Vhat ! " said Master Compton, "docs this 
beggar's brat think he is to govern gentle
men's sons, because Master l\Ierton is so 
good as to keep company with him?"-" If 
I were Master l\Ierton," said a third, " I'd 
soon send the little impertinent jackanapes 
home to his own family." And l\Iaster l\Iash, 
who was the biggest and strongest boy in the 
whole company, came up to Harry, and 
grinning in his face, said, "So all the return 
that you make to Master :Merton for his · 
goodness to you, 1s to be a spy and a11 

T 3 
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informer is it ? " IIarrr, ,Tho had long per
cciYed and lmnented the coolness of Master 
l\lcrton towards him, ,vas now much more 
grieved to sec that his friend seemed to take 
an ill-natured pleasure in these insults, than 
at the insults themsclYes which were offered 
to him. IIo,TcTer, as soon as the crowd of 
tormentors ,Thich surrounded him would 
give him lea.Te to speak, he coolly answered 
that l1c ·was as little of a. spy and informer as 
any of them ; and as to begging, he thanked 
God he wa,ntcd as little of them as they did 
of him : " be::iides," added he, " were I even 
reduced so low as that, I hould know better 
how to employ my time than to ask charity 
of any one here." 

This sarcastic ans,ver, and the reflections 
that were made upon it, had such an effect 
upon the too irritable temper of }faster l\Icr
ton, that in an insbnt, forgetting his former 
obligations and affection to Harry, he strutted 
up to him, and clenching his fi-,t, asked him 
whether he meant to insult him? " Well 
done, Master :\Ierton !" echoed through the 
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whole society; "thrash-him heartily for his 
impudence." - " No, :\laster Tommy," an
swered lfarry, "it is you and your friends 
here that insult rne." - " "\Vhat ! " answered 
Tommy, " arc you a person of such conse
quence, that you must not be spoken to ? 
you arc a prodigious fine gentleman indeed ! " 
" I always thought you one till now," an
s,vered Harry. " How, you rascal! " said 
Tommy, "do you say that I am not a gentle
man? Take that ! " an<l immediately he struck 
Harry upon the face with his fist. His forti
tude was not proof against this treatment ; 
he turned his face away, and only said in 
a low tone of voice, " l\Iaster Tommy, l\Iaster 
Tommy, I never shon]d have thought it 
possible you could have treate<l. me in this 
unworthy manner : " then covering his face 
with both his hands, he burst into an agony 
of nrinrr. • . • b 

But the little hoop of gentlemen, who 
were vastly delighted with the mortification 
,d1ielt Harry had recciYcd, and had formed 
a, nry incliffcrcnt opinion of his prowess, 
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from the patience which he had hitherto ex

erted, began to gather round, and repeat 

their persecutions. CoY•,ard and tell-tale 

echoed in a chorus through the circle ; and 

some more for-ward than the rest seized hold 

of him by the hair, in order that he might 

hold up his head, and show his pretty face. 

But Harry, ,vho no,;- began to recollect 

himself, v,iped his tears ,vith his bands, and 

looking up, asked them ,vith a £rm tone of 

,-oice and a steady countenance Vi.-by they 

meddled with him ? then swinging round, he 

disengaged himself at once, from all who had 

taken hold of liirn. The greatest part of the 

company gave back at this question, and 

seemed disposed to leave him unmolested; 

but l\Iaster l!fa b, ·who was the most quarrel

some and impertinent boy present, achanced, 

and looking at Harry ,,ith a contemptuous 

sneer, said, " This is the ,vay we always 

treat snch little upstarts as you, and if you 

have not had enough to safo.fy you, we ,vill 

,,illingly giYc rou some more." ,: .. \s to all 

your nicknames and nonsense," an.:::wcrcd 
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Harry, " I don't think it ·worth my while to 
resent them ; but though I have suffered 
i\Iaster Merton to strike me, there's not ano
ther in the company shall do it; or if he 
thooses to try, he sha,ll soon find whether 
or not I am a coward." l\Iastcr nfa::oh made 
no answer to this but by a slap on the face, 
,vhich Harry returned by a punch of his fist, 
,vhich had almost overset his antagoni::ot, in 
spite of his superiority of size and strength. 
This unexpected check from a boy so much 
less than himself, might prubaLly liave cool
ed the courage of l\Iasli, had he not been 
ashamed of yielding to one whom he had 
treated with so much unmerited contempt. 
Summoning, therefore, all his resolution, he 
flew at Harry like a fury : and as he had 
often been engaged in quarrels like this, he 
struck him with so much force, that with the 
first blow he aimed he felled him to the 
ground. Ifarry, foiled in thi::s manner, but 
not dismayed, rose in an in::otant, and attacked 
l1is adversary ,vith redoubled ,igour, at the 
very moment when he thought himself sure 
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of the Yictory. A second time did l\Iash, 
after a short, but seYere contest, close with 
his undaunted enemy, and, by dint of supe
rior strength roughly hurl him to the ground. 
The little troop of spectators, who had mis
taken Harry's patient fortitude for co,vardice 
began now to entertain the sincerest respect 
for his courage, and gathered round the com
batants in silence. A second time did Harry 
rise and attack his stronger adversary, with 
the cool intrepidity of a veteran combatant. 
The battle no,v began to grow more dreadful 
and more violent. l\Iash had superior strength 
and dexterity; his blows were aimed with 
equal skill and force ; and each appeared 
sufficient to crush an enemy so much infe
rior in size, in strength, and in years : but 
Harry possessed a body hardened to support 
pain and hardship ; a greater degree of 
aefo-ity; a cool unyielding courage, ,vhirh 
nothincr could disturb or daunt. Four times 0 

had he been now thrown down by the irre-
sistible strength of his foe, four times ha<l he 
risen stronger from his fall, covered "·ith 
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dirt and blood, and panting with fatigue, 

but still unconquered. At length, from the 

duration of the combat, and his own violent 

exertions, the strength of Mash began to fail : 

enraged and disappointed at the obstinate 

resistance he had met with, he began to lose 

all command of his temper and strike at 
r:mdom ; his breath grew short, his efforts 

were more laborious, and his knees seemed 

scarcely able to sustain his weight. But 

actuated by rage and shame, he rushed with 

all his might upon Harry, as if determined 

f,o crush him with one last effort. Harry 

prudently stepped back, and contented him

self with parrying the blo,vs that were aimed 
at him ; till seeing that his antagonist was 

almost exhausted by his own impetuosity, 

he darted at him with all his force, and by 
one successful blow, levelled him with the 

ground. 
An ~nvolunbry shout of triumph now 

burst from the little assembly of spectators : 

for such is the temper of human beinrs, that 
they are more inclined to consider supc-
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rionty of force than justice ; and the very 
same boys who just before were loading 
Harry with taunts and outrages, were now 
ready to congratula.te him upon his victory. 
fie, however, ,vhen he found his antagonist 
no longer capable of resistance, kindly 
assisted him to risC', and to]d l1im he was 
VC'ry sorry for "·hat had happened : hut 
Mash, oppressed at once ,vith the pain of 
his bruises and the disgrace of his defeat, 
observed an obstinate silence. 

Just in this moment, their attention was 
engaged by a new a.ncl sudden spectacle. A 
hull of the largest size and greatest beauty 
was led across the plain, adorned ,vith rib
oons of various colours. The majC'stic animal 
suffered himself to be led along an unresist
ing prey, till he arrived at the spot "·hich 
was destined for the theatre of his pcrsecu-~· vIOnS. Herc he "·as fastened to an iron 
ring, "};ich bad been strongly let into the 
gro11nd, and wbose force they ima.gined 
would be sufficient to restrain him, even rn 
the mid::-t of his mo,;t violent exertions. A 
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crowd of men, women, and children, then 
surrounded the place, waiting with eager 
curiosity for the inhuman sport which they 
expected. The little party which had accom
panied Master Merton were now no longer 
to be restrained; their friends, their parents, 
admonition, duty, promises, were all for
gotten in an instant, and, solely intent upon 
gratifying their curiosity, they mingled with 
the surrounding multitude. 

Harry, although reluctantly, followed them 
at a distance; neither the ill-usage he had 
received, nor the pains of his wounds, could 
make him unmindful of Master l\Ierton, or 
carele:.3s of his safety. He knew too well 
the dreadful accidents which frequently at
tended these barbarous sports, to be able to 
quit his friend till he had once more seen 
him in a place of safety. And now the 
noble animal that was to be Urns wantonly 
·tormented, was fastened to the ring by a 
strongly twisted cord; which, though it con
fined and cramped his exertions, did not 
entirely restrain them. 
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Although possessed of a.lmost irresistible 
strength, he see1ned unwilling to exert it, 
and looked round upon the multitude of his 
enemies with a, gentleness tha.t ought to 
have disarmed their animosity. Presently, 
a dog of the largest size, and most fcrocio11s 
courage, was let loose ; who, as soon as he 
beheld the bull, uttered a ~ava.ge yell, anrl 
rushed upon him with all the rage of invete
rate animosity. The bull suffered him to 
approach ,vith the coolness of deliberate 
courage; but just as the dog was springing 
up to seize him, he rushed forward to meet 
his foe. and putting his head to the ground, 
canted him into the air several yards; and 
had not the spectators run and caught him 
upon their backs and hands, he would have 
been crushed to pieces in the fall. The same 
fate attended another, and another dog, which 
were let loose successi Yel? ; the one was 
killed upon the spot, while the other, whic11 
had a leg broken in the fall, crawled howl
ing and limping a·way. The bull in thf' 
mean while behaved with all the calm1ws~ 
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and intrepidity of an experienced warrior; 
without violence, without passion, he waited 
every attack of his enemies, and then se
verely pu11ished them for their rashness. 

,Vhile this was tr:msacting, to the diver
sion not only of the rude and illiterate 
populace, but to that of the little gentry 
with Master l\Ierton, a poor half-naked black 
came up, and humbly in1plored their charity. 
He had scned, he tokl them, on board of an 
English vessel, and even showed them the 
scars of several wounds he lrnd received; 
but now he was discharged, and, without 
friends, without assistance, he could scarcely 
find food to support his wretched life, or 
clothes to co,-er him from the wintry wind. 
Some of the young gentry, ,Yho, from a bad 
education, had been little taught to feel or 
pity the <li::,trcsscs of others, were base 
enough to attempt to jest upon his dusky 
colour an<l foreign accent; bnt Ma~tcr Mer
ton, who, though la.tely much corrupted and 
changed from ,vhat he had been with l\Ir. 
Barhnv, preserved a great degree of gt:ne-

u 2 
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rosity, put his hand into his pocket in orde1 

to relieve him, but unfortunately foun1 no

thir1g to give; the foolish profusion which 

he had lately le:1med from the young gen

tlemen at his father's house, had made 

him waste in cards, in pln.ythings, in trifles, 

all his stock of money ; and he now found 

himself unable to relieve that distress which 

he pitied. 
Thus repulsed on every side, and unas

sisted, the unfortunate black approached the 

place where Harry stood, holding out the 

tattered remains of his hat, and imploring 

charity. Harry had not much to give, but 

he took sixpence out of his pocket, which 

was all his riches, and gave it with the kind

est look of compassion, saying, "Herc, poor 

man, this is all I hase ; if 1 had more it 

shol~ld he at your scnice." He had no time 

to aclcl more; for at that instant, three fierce 

dogs rushed upon the bull at once, and by 

their joint attacks rendered him almost mad. 

The calm, deliberate courage, ,vhich he bad 

hitherto shown, was now changed to rage 
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and desperation ; he rqared with pain and 
fury ; flashes of fire see~ed to come from his 
angry eyes, and his mouth was covered with 
foam and blood. He hurried round the stake 
·with incessant toil and rage, first aiming at 
one, then at another, of the persecuting dogs, 
that harassed him on every side, growling 
and baying incessantly, and biting him in 
every part. At length, with a furious effort 
that he made, he trampled one of his foes 
beneath his feet, and gored a second to that 
degree, that his bowels came through the 
wound ; and at the s::m1e moment, the cord 
which had hitherto confined him, snapped 
asunder, and let him loose upon the a-ffrighted 
multitncle. It is impossible to conceive the 
terror and dismay which instantly seized tlw 
crowd of spectators. Those " ·ho before bad 
heen hallooing with joy, and encouraging the 
fury of the dogs ,vith shouts and acclama-

. tions, were now scattered onr the plain, and 
fled from the fury of the animal, which they 
had been so basely tormenting. The enraged 
Lull, meanwhile, rushed like lightning ovrr 

u 3 
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the pbin, trampling some, goring others, 

and taking ample yengeance for the mJurics 

he had receiYed. Presently, he ru:,,bcd ,vith 

headlong fury towards the spot \Yhere ::\faster 

:Merton and his associates stood. ; all fled 

·with wild affright, but with speed that was 

not equal to that of the pursuer. Shrieks, 

a.nd outcries, and lamentations, \Yere heard 

on every side; and those \Yho a few minutes 

before had despised the good adYice of 

Harry, ·would now ha.Ye giYen the world 

to be safe in the houses of their parents. 

Harry alone seemed to presene his presence 

of mind; he neither cried out nor ran; but, 

when the dreadful animal approached, leaped 

nimbly aside, and the bull passed on without 

embarrassing himself about his escape. Not 

so fortunate was :;\faster :Merton ; he hap

pened to be the last of the little troop of 

flyers, and full in the ,yay which the bull 

had faken. And now his <l.estruction ap

peared certain ; for as he ran, ,Yhether 

through fc,.tr or the inequality of the ground, 

his foot slippe<l., and clown he tumbled, in 
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the very path of the enraged pursuing am
ma.l. All who saw him, imagined his fate 
inevitable ; and it would certainly have 
proved so, had not Harry, with a courage 
and presence of mind above his years, sud
denly seized a prong, which one of the 
fugitives had dropped, and at the very mo
ment when the bull was stooping to gore his 
defenceless friend, advanced and wounded 
him in the flank. The bull, in an instant, 
turned short, and with redoubled rage made 
at his new assailant, and it is probable that, 
notwithstanding his intrepidity, Ifarry would 
ha.ve paid the price of his assistance to his 
friend with his o,vn life, had not an unex
pected succour arri Yed. In that instant the 
grateful black rushed on like lightning to 
assist him, a.nd m,sa.iling the bull with a. 
weighty stick "·hich he held in his hand, 
compelled him to turn his rage upon a new 
object. The Lull indeed attacked him with 
all the impetuosity of reYenge, but the black 
jumped nimbly aside, and eluded his fury. 
Not contented ·with this, he wheeled round 

• 
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his fierce antagonist, and, seizing him by the 

tail, began to batter his sides with an unex

pected storm of blows. In vain did the 

enraged animal bellow and writhe himself 
about in a,ll the conn1lsions of madness: his 

intrepid foe, without ever quitting his bold, 

suffered himself to be dragged about the 
field, still continuing his discipline, till the 

creature was almost spent with the fatigue of 
his own violent agitations. And now sQme 

of the boldest of the spectators, taking cou

rage, approached to his assistance, and 
throwing a well twisted rope over his head, 

they at length, by dint of superior numbers, 
completely mastered the furious animal, and 
bound him to a tree. In the mean while, 
several of l\Ir. l\Ierton's servants, who had 

licen sent out after the young gentlemen, 
approached and took up their young master, 
,, bo, though without a wound, was almost 

dead with fear and agitation. But Harry, 

after seeing that his friend. was perfectly 
safe, and in the hands of his own family, 
invited the bhck to nrco illpany him, and 
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instead of returning to Mr. Merton's, took 
the way which lrd to his father's house. 

"'\Vhile -these scenes were passing, .Mrs. 
Merton, though ignorant of the danger of 
her son, was not undisturbed at home. Some 
accounts had been brought of Harry's com- . 
hat, which served to make her uneasy, and 
to influence her still more against him. 
Mrs. Compton too, and l\Iiss Matilda, who 
had conceived a violent dislike to Harry, 
were busy to in:flame her by their malicious 
representations. \Vhile she was in these 
dispositions l\Ir. l\Ierton happened to enter, 
:i.nd was at once attacked by all the ladies 
upon the subject of this improper connection. 
He endeavoured, for a long time, to remove 
their prejudices by reason, but when he 
found that to be impos iblc, he contented 
himself with telling his wife, that a little 
time would perhaps decide " ·hich were the 
most proper companions for their son ; and 
that till Harry had done something to render 
himself unworthy of their notice, he nevPr 
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would consent to the treating him vvith cold

ness or neglect. 

At this moment a fema,le servant burst 

into the room with all the wildness of af

fright, and c1:ied out, with a Yoice that was 
scarcely articulate, "Oh! madam! madam! 

such an acciclcnt,-poor, dear master Tommy 
--" ",vhat of him for God's sake?" 

cried out l\Irs. l\Ierton, with an impatience 

and concern that sufficiently marked her 

feelings. "Nay, madam," answered the 

servant, "he is not much hurt they say; but 
little Sandford has taken him to a bull

baiting, a.nd the bull has gored him, and 

William and J olm are bringing him home iP. 

their arms." These words were scarcely 

delivered, wl1en :Mrs. l\Ierton uttered a vio

lent shriek, and was instantly seized with an 

hysteric fit. 
,Vhile the ladies ,Yere all employed in 

assisting her, and restoring her senses, Mr. 
Merton, who though much alarmed was more 

composed, walked precipitately out, to learn 
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the truth of this imperfect narra.tion. He 
had not proceeded far, before he met the 
cro,vd of children and scrYa.nts, one of whom 
carried Tommy M crton in his arms. As 
soon as he was convinced that his son had 
received no other damage than a violent 
fright, he began to inquire into the circum
stances of the affair; but before he had ~ime 
to rcceiYe any information, l\Irs. Merton, 
who had recovered from her fainting, came 
running "·ildly from the house. "\Vhcn she 
saw that her sen was safe, she caught him in 
i1er arms, and began to ntter all ihe inco
herent expressions of a mother's fondness. 
It was with difficulty that her 1111:sband could 
prcYail upon her to moderate her transports 
till they ,vcre within. Then she gave a Joose 
to her feelings in all their viokncc: and for 
a considerable time ,vas incapahle of attend
ing to any thing lmt the j oy of his miracu
lous prc~cnation. 

At length, however, she became more 
composcc1, and oh:,cning that all ihc corn
p::my were present except Harry Sandford, 

• 
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she excbimed, with sudden indignation, 

" So, I see that little abominable wretch has 

not had the impudence to follow you in, 

and I aJmost wish that the bull had gored 

him, as he deserved." "What little wretch, 

mamma," said Tommy, "do you mean?" 

,; Whom cn.n 1 mean," cried l\Irs. l\lerton, 

"but that vile Harry Sandford, whom your 

father is so fond of, and who had nearly cost 

you your life, by lea.ding you into this dan

ger ? " "Ile, mamma ! " sai<l Tommy, " he 

lead me into danger! He did all he could 

to persuade me not to go ; and I was a very 

naughty boy indeed, not to take his advice." 

Mrs. Merton stood amazed at this informa

tion; for her prejudices had operated so 

powerfully upon her mind, that she had im

plicitly belic,ecl the guilt of Harry upon the 

imperfect evidence of the maid. "Who was 

it then," said l\Ir. Merton, " that could be 

so imprudent?"-" Indeed, papa," answered 

Tommy, "we were all to blame; all but 

Harry, who ad vised :md begged us not to go, 

a,nd particularly me, because he said it 
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would give you so much uneasiness when 
you knew it, an<l. that it was so dangerous a 
diversion." 

Mrs. Merton looked confused at her mis
take, but Mrs. Compton observed that she 
supposed Harry was afraid of the danger, 
and therefore had wisely kept out of the way. 
" Oh ! no, indeed, madam," answered one 
of the little boys ; " Harry is no coward, 
though we thought him so at first, when he 
let master Tommy strike him; but he fought 
Master :Uash in the bravest manner I ever 
saw, and though l\Iaster l\Iash fought very 
,veil, yet Harry had the ad Yan tage ; and I 
,;a,w bim follow us at a little distance, and 
keep his eye upon l\Iaster l\Ierton all the 
time, till the bull broke loose; and then I 
was so frightened that I do not know what 
became of him." - "So, this is the little 
boy," said l\Ir. 1\f crton, "that you were for 
driYing from the society of yonr children ! 
Dut let us hc~ar more of the story, for as yet 
I know neither the particulars of his danger 
nor his escape." 1J pon this, one of the ser-

x 
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Yants, who from some little distance had scrn 

the whole affair, was called in and examined. 

He ga-ve them an exact account of all; of 

Tommy's misfortune; of Harry's bravery; of 

the unexpected succour of the poor black ; 

a.nd filled ·i,he v:hole room with admiration 

that such an action, so noble, so intrepid, 

so fortunate, should have been achieved hy 

such a child. 
Mrs. Merton ,n1.s now silent with shame 

at reflecting upon her o,vn unjust prejudices, 

a.nd the case with which she had become the 

enemy of a boy who had saved the life of her 

darling son ; and who appeared as much 

superior in character to all the young gentle

men at her house, ns they exceeded him in 

rank and fortune. The young ladies now 

forgot their former objections to his person 

a,nd manners; and such is the effect of genu

ine virtue, that all the company conspirrd 

to extol the conduct of Harry. But Mr. 
Merton, who had appeared more delighted 

than all tlrn rest with the relation of Harry's 

intrepidity, now cast his eyes around the 
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room, and .seemed to he looking for his little 
friend. But when he could not find him he 
said with some concern, " \Vhere can be 
our little deliverer? Sure]y he can have 
met with no accident, that he has not re
-turned with t:ie rest ! " - " No," said one of 
the servants, "as to that, Harry Sandford is 
safe enough, for I saw him go towards his 
0wn home, in c0mpany with the black."
,. Alas!" answered l\lr. Merton, "surely he 
must have receiYed some unworthy treatment 
that could make him thus abruptly desert us 
all. And now I recollect that I heard one 
of the gentlemen mention a blow that Harry 
had reeeiYed; surely, Tommy, you could 
not have been so basely u11gratcful as to 
strike the best and noblest of your friends?" 
Tommy, at this, hung down his head; his 
face ,vas covered with a burning blush, and 
the tears began silently to trickle down his 
cheeks. Mrs. )Icrton remarked the anguish 
a.nd confusion of her child, an~ catching 
him in her arms, ,ms going to clasp him to 
her ho.::.om ,vith the most endearing expres-

x 2 
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sions; but l\lr. l\ferton, hastily interrupting 

her, said, " It is not now a time to give way 

to fondness for a child, who, I fear, has acted 

the basest and vilest part that can disgrace a. 

human being ; and who, if "-hat I suspect is 
. true, can be only a disgrace to his parents."· 

At this Tommy could no longer contain 

himself, but burst out into such a Yiolcni 

transport of crying, that l\Irs. Merton, who 

seemed to feel the severity of Mr. l\fcrton's 

conduct v,·ith still more poignancy than her 

son, caught her darling up in her arms, and 

carriud him abruptly out of the room, ac

companied by most of the ladies, who pitied 
• 

Tommy's abasement, and agreed that there 

was no crime he could have been guilty of, 

which was not amply atoned for by such a 

charming sensibility. 

But l\!r. Merton, who now folt all the 

painful interest of a tender father, and consi

dered this as the critical moment vd1ich was 

to giYe his son the impression of worth or 

baseness for life, "·as determined to examine 

the affair to the utmost. He therefore took 
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the first opportunity of drawing the little boy 
aside who had mentioned l\Iastcr Merton's 
striking Harry, and questioned him upon the 
subject. But he, who had no particular in
terest in disguising the truth, related the 
circumstances nearly as they had happened; 
and, though he a little softened matters in 
Tommy's favour, yet, ,vithout intending it, 
he held up such a picture of his violence, 
and injustice, as wounded his father to the 
soul. 

1Yhilc Mr. l\ferton ,ms occupied by these 
uneasy feelings, he was agreeably surprised 
by a vi;:;it from ::\Ir. Barlow, vd10 came acci
dentally to see him, with a perfect ignorance 
of all the great e\·ents which had so recently 
happened. Mr. )Icrton receiYetl this worthy 
man with the sincerest cordiality; but there 
wa such a gloom diffu--ccl over all hi;:; man-

. ners, that l\Ir. Barlow began to suspect that 
all ,va · not right with Tommy, and therefore 
purposely inquired after him, to give hi· 
father an opportunity of speaking. This 
::\Ir. Mt;rton did not fail to do; and taking 

X 3 
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Mr. Barlow affectionately by the hand., he 

said, " Oh! my dear sir, I begin to fear, 

that all my hopes are at an end in that boy, 
and all your kind endeavours thrown awa}. 

He has just behaved in such a manner as 

slwws him to be radically corrupted, and 

insensible of every principle but pride." He 

then related to l\Ir. Barlow every incident of 

Tommy's behaviour, making the sevei-est re
flections upon his insolence and ingratitude, 
and blaming his o,vn supineness which had 

not earlier checked these boisterous passions, 
that now burst forth ,vith such a degree of 

fury, and threatened to ruin his hopes. " In
deed," answered l\fr. Barlow, "I am very 

sorry to hear this account of my little friend; 

yet I do not see it quite in so serious a light 
a.s yourself: and, though I cannot deny the 

dangers that may arise from a character so 

susceptible of false impressions, and so vio
lent at the same time, yet I do not think the 
corruption either so great or so general as 

you seem to suspect. Do we not see, even 
in the most trifling habits of body or speccb, 
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that long and continued attention is required, 

if we would v,ish to change them ; and yet 

our perseverance is in the end generally 

successful? \Vhy then should we imagine 

that those of the mind are less oh.;tinate or 

subject to different laws ? Or why should 

we rashly abandon ourselves to despair, from 

the first experiments that do not succeed 

according to our wishes ? " 

"Indeed," answered l\Ir. Merton, "what 

you say is perfectly consistent with the 

general benevolence of your character and 

most consohtory to the tenderness of a 

father. Yet I know too well the general 

weakness of parents in rcsp~ct to the faults 

of their children, not to be upon my guard 

against the delusions of my own mind. And 

when I consider the abrupt transition of my 

son into every thing that is most inconsistent 

_ with goodness; how lightly, how instanta
neously he seems to ham forgotten every 

thing he had learned with you, I cannot help 

forming the most painful and melancholy 

presages of the future." 
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"Alas! sir," answered Mr. Barlo,Y, "what 

is the general malady of human nature, but 

this very instability which now appears in 
2 ,, your son. 

"Indeed," replied l\lr. Merton, "what 

you say is highly reasonable: nor did I ever 

expect that a boy so long indulged and 

spoiled should be exempt from failings. But 

what particularly hurts me is, to see him 

prcceed to such disagreeable extremities, 

"·ithout any adequate temptation; extremi

ties that I fear imply a defect of goodness 
and generosity, Yirtues which I always 

thought he had possessed in a very great 

<l " egrec. 

"Neither," answered l\Ir. Dar low, "am 
I at a.11 convinced that your son is deficient 
in either. But you are to consider the pre

valence of example, and the circle to ,vhich 
you ha.,,,-e lately introduced him. If it is so 
<lifficult even for persons of a more mature 

age and experience to resist the impressions 
of those with " ·horn they associate, how can 
you expect it from your son ? To be armed 
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against the prejudices 0f the ·world, and to 
distin_gujsh real merit from the splendid vices 
which pass current in what is called society, 
is one 0f the most difficult of human sciences. 
Nor do I know a single chara.cter, however 
excellent, that would not candidly confess 
he has often made a wrong election, and paid 
that homage to a brilliant outside, which is 
only due to real merit." 

This conversation bejng finished, Mr. 
Merton introduced l\1r. Barlow to the com
pany in the other room. l\Irs. Merton, who 
now began to be a little staggered in some of 
the opinions she had been most fond of, 
received him ,vith uncommon civility, and 
all the rest of the company treated him with 
the greatest respect. But Tommy, who hail 
lately been the oracle and the admir:ition of 
all this brilliant circle, appeared to hase lost 
_all his vivacity. Ile indeed advanced to 
meet l\Ir. BJ.rlow with a look of tenderness 
and gratitude, and made the most respectful 
;1 nswers to all his inquiries ; hnt his eyes 
were involuntarily turned to the ground, and 
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silent melancholy and dejection were visible 
in his face. Mr. Barlow remarked, with the 
greatest pleasure, these signs of humility and 
contrition, and pointed them out to .l\lr. :Mer
ton, the first time he had an opportunity of 
speaking to him ,Yithout being oYerheard ; 
adding, that, unless he \Yas much deceived, 
Tommy would soon give ample proofs of the 
natural goodness of his character, and recon
cile himself to all his friends. .l\Ir. Merton 
heard this obserYation with the greatest 
pleasure, and now began to entertain some 
hopes of seeing it accomplished. 

After the dinner was over, most of the 
young gentlemen went a,vay to their re
spective homes. Tommy seemed to have lost 
much of the enthusiasm which he had lately 
felt for his polite and accomplished friends; 
he even appeared to feel a secret joy at their 
departure, and answered with a visible cold
ness, all their professions of regard and re
peated in vi btions. 

The next morning, when Tommy made his 
appearance in the breakfast-room, he was 
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beheld by the company _assembled there with 
the geatest astonishment. He had combed 
the powder out of his hair, and demolished 
the elegance of his curls: he had divested 
his dress of every appearance of finery, and 
even his massy and ponderous buckles, so 
long the delight of his heart, and the wonder 
of his female friends, were taken from his 
shoes, and replaced by a pair of the plainest 
form and appearance. In this habiliment, 
he appeared so totally changed from what he 
was, that even his mother, who had lately 
become a little sparing of her observations, 
could not help exclaiming, "What, in the 
name of wonder, has the boy been doing 
now? "Why, Tommy, I protest you have 
ma<le yourself a perfect fright, and you look 
more like a ploughboy than a young gentle
man!" 

":Ma'am," answered Tommy gravely, "I 
am now only ,vhat I ought always to have 
been. Had I been contented ·with this dress 
before, I never should have imitated such a 
parcel of r,oxcomLs as you have lately had 
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at your house; nor prctentccl to admire l\lisg 
.l\fotilda's music, which, I own, tired me as 
much as Ifan-y, and had almost set me asleep, 
and, what is ·worst of all, should have avoicl
ed all my shameful behaviour to Harry at 
the bull-baiting. But from this time, I 
shall apply myself to the study of nothing but 
reason and philosophy; ancl therefore I have 
bid a.clieu to dress and finery fo1· ever." 

It is needless to say, that l\lr. l\Icrton and 
Mr. Barlow were highly pleased at this be
haviour of Tommy's, as it plainly showed 
that a great impression had been made upon 
his mind by the different conduct of his real 
and false friends. "At least," said Mr. 
Barlo'"v, when conversing with l\Ir. l\Ierton 
on the subject, "you have the greatl'.3t rea
son to rej oice at the present conduct of your 
son." 

And now the company being scparntd, 
Tommy took an opportunity of following l\Ir. 
Barlow, who was walking out : and ,vhcn he 
perceived they were alone, he looked at him 
as if he had some weighty matter to disclose, 
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bnt ·was unable to giye it utterance. Mr. 
Bm·low, therefore, turned towards him with 

the greatest kindness, and ta.king him ten
derly by the hand, inquired what he wished. 
"Indeed, sir," ansv{ered Tommy, almost 
crying, "I am scarcely able to tell you. 
But I have been a very bad and ungrateful 
boy, and I am afraid you no longer have 
the sa,me affection for me." 

"Bad and ungrateful I " exclaimed Mr. 
Barlow; "indeed, my little friend, you 
frighten me. Is it possible that you can 
have committed actions tlrnt desene so harsh 

a name?" 
"0 yes, sir," said Tommy, "I have been 

1Jery bad indeed I l lrnve behaved very 
sl1ockingly to Harry, and I am afraid that 
he '11 neYer be fric;nds with me again." 

""\V ell," replied Mr. Barlow, "but as 
you haYc got so many n ew fri ends btely, 

-you surely won't care much for losing Harry; 
particularly as he is not ·what you call a 

gentlem,a n ! " 

TmD1Y. Oh, sir! I did not think you 
y 
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could be so cruel. I love Harry Sandford 
better than any other boy in the world, and 
I shall never be happy till he forgives me 
all my bad bcliaYiour, and converses with 
me again as he used to do. 

Mr. BARLOW. But then, perlw.ps, you 
may lose the acquaintance of all those polite 
young gentlemen and fa.dies. 

To:un1Y. I care very little a.bout that, 
sir. But I fear I have behaved so ill, that 
he will ncYcr be able to forgive me, and lo Ye 
me as he did formerly. 

Tommy then ,vent on and repeated with 
great exactness the story of his insolence and 
ingratitude, which had so great an effect 
upon him, that he burst into tears, and cried 
a considerable time. He then concluded 
with asking Mr. Barlow if he thought Harry 
would be ever able to forgiYc him. 

Mr. BARLOW. I cannot conceal from yon, 
my little friend, lhat you have acted very ill 
indeed in this affair. However, if you arc 
really ashamed of all your past conduct, and 
determined Lo act better, I do not doubt that 
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so generous and good-natured a, boy as Harry 
is will forgive you all. 

Toi\DIY. Oh, sir, I should be the hap
piest creature in the "·orld. 1Vill you be so 
kind as to bring him here to-day? and you 
shall sec how I ,vill behave. 

Mr. BARLOW. Softly, Tommy, softly. 
1Yhat is Harry to come here for? Ifave you 
not insulted and abused him without reason; 

I~ and at last proceeded so far as to strike him, 
only because he ,vas giving you the best 
ad Yicc, and end ea vonred to preserve you 
rrom danger ? Can you imagine that any 
human being "·ill come to you in return for 
such treatment ? or at least till you h:we 
convinced him that yon arc ashamed of your 
pas::;ion and injustice, and that he may expect 
better usage for the fu turc. 

To:-.nIY. '\Yhat lhen must I do, sir ? 
:Mr. D.rnLow. If you " ·ant any future 

connexion " ·ith Harry Sandford, it is your 
business to go to him anu tell liim so. 

To:'IDIY. ,n1at, sir, go to a farmer's, to 
expose myself before all his family? 

y 2 
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:Mr. BARLOW. Just now you told me you 

were ready to do every thing, and yet you 

cannot take the trouble of visiting your 

friend at his own house. You imagine then 

that a, person does not expose himself by 

acting wTong, but by acknowledging and 

amending his faults ! 
ToMMY. But ,..,.hat would every body 

say, if a young gentleman like me were to go 

and beg pardon of a farmer's son? 

Mr. BARLOW. They ·will probably say, 

that you have more sense and gratitude than 

they expected. However, you :ire to act as 
you please; with the sentiments you still 

seem to entertain, Harry will certainly be a 

very unfit companion, and you will do much 

better to cultivate the new acquaintanco you 
have made. 

Mr. Barlow was then goir..g away, but 

Tommy burst again into tears, and begged 
him not to go ; upon which Mr. Barlow said, 

"I do not want to leave you, Tommy, bnt 
our conversation is now at an end. You 

have asked my advice, which I have given 
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you freely. I have told you how you ought 
to act, if you would preserve the esteem of 
a.ny good or sensible friend, or prevail upon 
Harry to excuse your past behaviour. But 
as you do not approve of what I suggested, 
you must follow your own opinions." 

"Pray, sir, pray, sir," said Tommy, sob
bing, " do not go. I have used Harry 
Sandford in the most barbarous manner; my 
father is angry with me; and if you desert 
me, I shall have no friend left in the world." 

Mr. BARLOW. That will be your own 
fault, and therefore you will not deserve to 
be pitied. Is it not in your own power to 
preserve all your friends by an honest con
fession of your faults? Your father will be 
pleased, Harry Sandford will heartily forgive 
you, and I shall retain the same good opinion 
of your character which I have long had. 

ToM::IIY. Oh, sir ! - I will go directly, 
:ind entreat Harry to forgive me; I am con
Yinccd that all you say is right.-But will 
you not go with me? Do, pray, sir, be so 
good-

y 3 
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~Ir. BARLOW. Gently, gently, my good 

friend; you are always for doing every thin1 
in an instant. I am very glad you ha.,·e 

taken a resolution which will do you so 

mucl1 credit, and g-i-rn so much satisfaction 

to your own mind: but before you execute 

it, I think it ,vill be necessary to speak to 

your father and mot.her upon the subject, 

and in the mean time, I will go and pay a 

visit to Farmer Sandford, and bring you an 

account of Harry. 

To1iDrY. Do, sir, be so good ; and tell 

Harry, if you please) that there is nothing I 

desire so much as to sec him ; and that no

thing shall eYer make me behave ill again. 

I have heard too, sir, that there was a poor 

black, ·who came begging to us, who sarnd 

Harry from the bull; if I could but find 
him out, I would be ki11d to him as long as 

I li,c. 
l\Ir. Barlow commended Tommy very 

much for dispositions so full of gratitude and 
goodness; and taking lea.ve of him, ·went to 
communicafo the co1n-ersation he had just 
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had to Mr. l\Icrton. That gentleman felt 
the sincerest pleasure at the account, and 
entreated Mr. Barlow to go directly to pre
pare Harry to receive his son. "That little 
boy," added he, "has a noble mind; nor 
shall I ever be happy till I see my son ac
knowledging all his faults, and entreating 
forgiveness ; for, with the virtues that I 
have discovered in his soul, he appears to me 
a more eligible friend and companion than 
noblemen and princes." 

l\lr. Barlow, therefore, set out on foot, 
though Mr. Merton would have sent his car
riage and servants to attend him, and soon 
arrived at l\Ir. Sandford's farm. It was a 
pleasant spot, situated upon the gentle de
clivity of a hill, at the foot of which wound 
along a swift and clear little stream. The 
house itsc~f was small, but warm and conve
nient, furnished ·with the greatest simplicity, 
but managed ,vith perfect neatness. As l\Ir. 
Barlo,v approached, he saw the owner him
self guicling a plough through one of his own 
field~, and Harry, who had now resumed the 
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farmer, directing the horses. But "·hen he 
saw Mr. Barlow coming across the field, he 
stopped his team, and letting fall his ·whip, 
sprang forward to meet him, with all the un
affected eagerness of joy. As soon as I-farry 
had saluted l\Ir. Barlow, and inquired after 
his health, he asked him with the greatest 
kindness after Tommy ; for I fancy, sir, 
(said he,) by the way which I sec you come, 
you have been at l\Ir. l\Icrton's house.
" Indeed I have," replied :\Ir. Barlow ; 
" and I am very sorry to find that Tommy 
and you arc not upon a.s good terms as you 
formerly were. But why, Ila.rry, ( continued 
he,) did you leave l\Ir. l\Icrton's family so 
abruptly, without speaking to any body, or 
thanking Mr. Merton himself for the civili
ties he had shown you ? Was that right?" 

HARRY. Oh, clear sir, I ha.Ye cried ab011t 
it several times, for I think I must appear 
very rude and ungrateful to l\Ir. l\Ierton. 
But as to Master Tommy, I did not lea.Ye 
him, while I thought I could be of any use. 
He treated me, I must say, in a very unwor-
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thy manner; he joined with all the other :fine 
little gentlemen in abusing me, only because 

I endeavoured to persuade them not to go to 
a bull-baiting; and then at last be struck me. 
I did not strike him again, because I loved 
him so much, in spite of all his unkindness ; 
nor did I leaYe him till I saw he was quite 
safe in the hands of his own servants. And 

then, how could I go back to his house, after 
what he had done to me? I did not choose 
to complain of him to Mr. 1\Ierton; and how 
could I behave to him as I had done before, 
without being guilty of meanness and false
hood? And therefore I thought it better to 
go home, and desire you to speak to Mr. 
Merton, and entreat him to forgive my rude
ness. 

l\Ir. BARLOW. Well, Harry, I can in-
form you that Mr. Merton is perfectly 

_ satisfied upon that account. But there is 
one circumstance you have not yet men
tioned, my little friend, and that is your 
sa,ing Tommy's life from the fury of the 
enraged bull. 
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IL.RRY. As to that, sir, I hope I should 
have done the same for an}' human creature. 
But I believe that neither of us would have 
escaped, if it hacl not been for the poor 
courageous black, who came to our assistance. 

l\fr. BARLOW. I sec, Harry, that you 
arc a Loy of a noble and generous spirit, and 
I highly approve of every thing you have 
done ; but are you determined to forsake 
Tommy l\IcTton for cYcr, because he has 
once beha vod ill ? 

HARRY. I, sir, no I am sure. But 
though I am poor, I do not desire the ac
quaintance of any body who despises me. 
Let him keep company with his gentlemen 
and ladies, I am satisfied with companions 
in my own station. But surely, sir, it is 
not I that forsake him, but he that has cast 
me off. 

l\fr. BARLOW. But if he 1s sorry for 
vdmt he has done, and only desires to ac
knowledge his fault.s, and obtain your pardon? 

HARRY. Oh, clear ~ir ! T should forget 
every thing in an instant. I knew l\Iaster 
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Tommy ,vas always a , little passionate and 
headstrong : but he is at the same time 
generous and good-natured ; nor would he, 
I am sure, haYe treated me so ill, if he had 
not been encouraged to it by the ether young 
gentlemen. 

Mr. BARLOW. "\Vell, Harry, I believe 
your friend is thoroughly sensible of his 
faults, and that you will haYe little to fear 
for the future. He is impatient till he secs 
you, and asks your forgiYeness. 

HARRY. Oh~ sir, I should forgiYe him if 
he had uea,ten me a hunched times. But, 
though I cannot lea.Ye the horses now, if you 
will be so kind as to wait a little, I dare say 
my father will let me go when he lea.Yes off 
ploughing. 

l\Ir. BARLOW. No, Ilany, there is uo 
occasion for that. Tommy has indeed used 
you ill, and ought to acknowledge it ; othcr
~vise he will not dcscrYe to be trusted again. 
Ile will call upon you, and tell you all he 
feels upon the occasion. In the mean time I 
,ms desired, both by him and )fr. l\Icrton, 



252 TIIE NEGRO. 

to inquire after the poor ncgro who served 

y01.: so materially, and saved you from the 

bull. 

I-fa.TIRY. He is at our house, sir; for I 

invited him home with me; and when my 
father heard how well he had behaved, he 

made him up a little bed over the stable, and 

gives him Yictuals every day; and the poor 

man seems very thankful and industrious, 

and says he would gladly do any kind of 

work to earn his subsistence. 

l\fr. Barlow then took his leave of Harry, 

a,ncl after having spoken to his father, re

turned to Mr. l\Ierton. 

The next morning, early, Tommy arose, 

a.nd dressed himself with his newly-adopted 

simplicity; and~ as soon as breakfast was 

over, entreated Mr. Barlow to accompany 

Jiim to Harry Sandford's. As they ap

pro::i.chcd the house, the first object which 

Tommy distinguished was his little friend 

at some distance, "·ho was driving his father's 

sheep along the con1rnon. At this sight, his 

impetuosity could no longer he restrained, 
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and, springing forward 'with all his speed, he 
arrived in an instant, panting and out of 
breath, and incapable of speaking. Harry 
;vho knew his friend, and plainly perceived 

die dispositions with which he approached, 
met him with open arms: so that their re
"Onciliation was begun and completed in a 
moment; and l\Ir. Barlow had the pleasure 
of seeing his little pupils giving and receiv
. ng every unaffected mark of the warmest affection. 

" Harry;' said l\fr. Barlow, " I bring 
you a little friend, who is sincerely penitent 
for his offences, and comes to own the faults 
he has committed."-" That I am, indeed," 
said Tommy, a little recovered, and able to 
speak. "But I have behaved so ill, and 
have been such an ungrateful fellow, that I 
am afraid Harry will never be able to forgive " me. 

" Indeed indeed," said Harry, " there 
, ,u do me the greatest injustice; for I have 
already forgotten ewry thing but your 
former ki11 1lncss and affection" "And r;, 

z 
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answered Tommy, " will never forget how 

ill, how ungratefully I have used you, nor 

the goodness with which you now receive 

" me. 
Harry then taking him by the hand, led 

him into the house, where he was most cor

dially welcomed by his family. In a corner 

of the chimney sat the honest black, who bad 

performed so signal a service at the bull

baiting. "Alas!" said Tommy, "there is 

another instance of my negligence and ingra

titude. I now see that one fault brings on 

another without end." Then advancing to 

the black, he took him kindly by the hand, 

and thanked him for the preservation of his 

life.-" Little master," replied he, "you are 

extremely welcome to all I have done. I 

would at any time risk my own safety to pre

serve one of my fellow-creatures; and, if I 

have been of any use, I have been amply 

repaid by the kindness of this little boy, 

your friend, and his worthy family." 

"That is not enough," said Tommy, "and 

you shall soon find what it is to oblige a per-
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son like:---(here a stroke of presumption 
,vas just coming out of Tommy's mouth, but 
recollecting himself, he added) a person like 
my father." 

And now he addressed himself to Harry's 
mother, a respectable woman, of a middle 
age, and his two sisters, plain, modest, 
healthy-looking girls, a little older than 
their brother. All these he treated with so 
much cordiality and attention, that all the 
company were delighted with him ; so easy 
is it for those who possess rank and fortune 
to gain the good-will of their fellow-crea
tures; and so inexcusable is that surly pride 
which renders many of them deservedly 
odious. 

As the evening now began to ad rnnce, 
~Ir. Barlow requested him to return. But 
Tommy, instead of complying, took him by 
the han<l, thanked him for all his kindness 
and attention, but declared his resolution of 
staying some time with his friend Harry. 
"The more I consi<ler my own behaviour," 
said he, '' the more I feel mp3elf ashamed 

z 2 
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of my folly and ingratitude. But you have 
taught me, my dear si1·, that all I haYc in my 
po·vrnr is to acknowledge them, vd1ich I most 
willingly <lo before all this good family, and 
entreat Hany t o think that the impressions 
I now feel arc such as I shall neYer forget." 
Harry embraced his friend, and assured hin1 
once more of his being perfectly reconciled ; 
and all the family stood mute with admira
sion at the condescen:;ion of the young gentle
man, who ,Yas not ashamed of acknowledg
ing his faults e,·cn to his inferiors. 

Mr. Barlow approYcd of Tonuny's design, 
and took upon him to answer for the consent 
of ~Ir . .Merton to his staying some time with 
Harry; then taking hi:; lcaye of them all, 
he dcpartPd. 

But Tommy now Legan to enter upon a 
course of life which " ·as Yery little consistent 
.vith hi:s former haLits. H e supped witl1 
g-reat cheerfulness, and eYcn found himself ' 
happy with the ru::;tic fare " ·hich wa:; set 
before him, accompanied a::; it wa::; ,,·ith un
afrcctecl civility, and a h~~rty welcome. He 
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went to bed early, and- slept very sound all 
night; :however, when Harry came to call 
him the next morning at five, as he had 
made him promise to do, he found a consi
dcra.ble difficulty in arousing himself at the 
summons. Conscious pride, however, and 
the newly acquired dignity of his character, 
supported him; he recollected that he should 
J.isgrace himself in the eyes of his father, 
of Mr. Barlow, and of all the family, with 
which he now was, if he appeared incapable 
of acting up to his own dechrations : he 
therefore made a noble effort, leaped out of 
bed, dressed himself, and followed Harry. 
Not contented with this, he accompanied 
him in all his rustic employments, and, as no 
kind of country exercise ,vas entirely new to 
him since his residence with l\Ir. Barlow, he 
acquitted himself with a degree of dexterity 
which gained him new comn1cndations. 

Thus did he pass the first day of his visit, 
with some little difficulty indeed, but without 
deviating from his resolution. The second 
he found his change of life much more 

z 3 
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tolerable: and in a very little space of time, 
he was almost reconciled to his new situation. 
The additional exercise he used improved 
his health and strength, and added so consi
derably to his appetite, that he began to 
think the table of farmer Sandford exceeded 
all that he had ever tried before. 

By thus practising the common useful 
occupations of life, he began to fool a more 
tender interest in the concerns of his follo,v
creatures. Ile now foun<l, from his own 
experience, that .Mr. Barlow had not de
ceived him in the various representations he 
had made of the utility of the lower classes, 
and consequently of the humanity which i::; 
due to them when they discharge their duty. 
Nor did that gentleman abandon his little 
friend in this important trial. Uc visited 
him frequently, pointed out every thing that 
was curious or interesting about the farm, 
and encouraged him to persevere by his 
praises. " You are now," said l\lr. Darlow 
one d;iy, " beginning to practise those virtues 
which have rendered the great men of other 
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times so justly famous. It is not by sloth 
nor finery, nor the mean indulgence of our 
appetites, that greatness of character, or even 
reputation is to be acquired. He that would 
excel others in virtue or knowledge, must · 
first excel them in temper:mce and applica
tion. You cannot ima,gine that men fit to 
command an army, or to give laws to a state, 
were formed by an idle and effeminate edu
cation. When the Roman people, oppres:;ed 
by their enemies, were looking out for a 
leader able to defend them, and change tlw 
fortune of the ,var, where did they seek for 
this extraordinary man ? It vrns neither at 
banquets, nor in splon<licl palaces, nor amid 
the gay, the elegant, nor the dissipated; 
they turned their steps towards a poor and 
solitary cottage, such as the meanest of your 
late companions would consider with con
~ernpt; there they found Cincinnatus, whose 
virtues and abilities were allowed to excel 
all the re~t of his citizens, turning up the 
soil with a pair of oxen, an<l holding the 
plough him~elf. This great man had beeu 
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inured to arms and the management of public 
affairs, even from his infancy ; he had re
peatedly led the Roman legions to victory; 
yet in the hour of peace, or when his country 
did not require his services, he deemed no 
employment more honourable than to labour 
for his O\Yn su bsistencc. 

"What ,vould all your late friends have 
said, to see the greatest men in England, 
and the bravest officers of the army, crowding 
round the house of one of those obscure far
mers you haYe been accustomed to despise, 
and entrea.ting him in the most respectful 
language to leaYe his fields, and accept of 
the highest dignity in the government or the 
army? Yet this was actually the state of 
things at Rome; and it was characters like 
these, ,...,-ith all the train of severe and rugged 
Yirtucs, that eleYated that people aboYe all 
the other nations of the world. And tell me, 
my little friend, since chance, not merit, too 
frequently allots the situation in which men 
;,.rp to act, had you rather, in a high station, 
appear to all mankind unworthy of the aJ-
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vantages you enjoy, or,. in a low one, seem 
equal to the most exalted employments by 
vonr virtues and abilities ? " 

Such were the conversations which Mr. 
Barlow frequently held with Tommy, and 
which never failed to inspire him with new 
resolution to persevere. Nor could he help 
being frequently affected by the comparison 
of Harry's beliaviour with his own. Ne 
cloud seemed ever to shade the features of 
his friend, or alter the uniform sweetness of 
hi::s temper. Even the repeated provocations 
he had received were either totally oblitera
ted. or had made no disagreeable impressions. 
After discharging the necessary duties of the 
day, he gave up the rest of his time to tlw 
amusement of Tommy, with so much zea} 
and affection, that he could not a.void loving 
him a thousand times better than 1cfore. 

One clay, Tommy was surprised by an un
cxpectecl visit from his father, who met him 
with open arms, ancl tolcl him that be was 
now come to take him back to his own house. 
a I have hemd," said he, "such an account 
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, of your present behaviour, that the past is 
entirely forgotten, and I begin to glory in 
owning you for a son." He then embraced 
him with the transports of an affectionate 
father who indulges the strongest sentiments 
of his heart, but sentiments he had long been 
forced to restrain. Tommy returned his 
caresses with genuine warmth, but with a 
degree of respect and humility he had once 
been little accustomed to use. " I will 
accompany you home, papa," said he, "with 
the greatest readiness, for I wish to sec my 
mother, and hope to give her some satisfac
tion by my future behaviour. You lmve hacl 
too much to complain of in the past; and I 
am unworthy of such affectionate parents." 
He then turned his face aside, and shed a 
tear of real virtue and gratitude. 

" But," addecl he, "I hope you will not 
object to my detaining you a little longer, 
while I retum my acknowledgments to all 
the family, and take my leave of Harry."
" Surely," said Mr. Merton, "you can en
tertain no doubt upon that subject : and to 
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give you every opportu~ity of discharging all 
your duties to a family, to which you owe so 
much, I intend to take a dinner with Mr. 
Sandford, whom I now see coming home, 
and then return with you in the evening." 

At this instant, Farmer Sandford ap
proached, and very respectfully saluting Mr. 
)lerton, invited him to ,,-..-alk in. But Mr . 
.:\Ierton, after returning his civility, drew 
him aside, as if he had some private business 
to communicate.-When they were alone, 
he made him every acknowledgment that 
gratitude could suggest ; - " but words," 
added l\Ir. l\Icrton, "arc very insufficient to 
return the fa rnurs I have received; for it is 
to your excellent family, together with the 
virtuous ::\Ir. Barlow, that I owe the preser
vation of my son. Let me, therefore, entreat 
you to accept of what this pocket-book con
tains, as a slight proof of my sentiments, 

· and lay it out in ·whatever manner you please, 
for the advantage of your family." 

Mr. Sandford, ,vho was a man both of 
sense and honour, took the book, and, ex-
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amining the inside, found tlmt it contained 
bank-notes to the amount of some hundred 
pounds. He then carefully shut it up again, 
and, returning it to Mr. :Merton, told him 
that he was infinitrly obliged to him for the 
generosity wl1ich prompted hirr, to such a 
princely act ; but, as to the present itself, 
he must not be offended if he declined it. 
Mr. Merton, still more astonished at such 
disinterestedness, pressed him ,vith every 
argument he could think of; he desired 
him to consider the state of his family; his 
danghters unprovided for; his son himself, 
with dispositions that might adorn a throne, 
brought up to labour; and his own advancing 
age, ,vhich demanded ease and respite, and 
an increase of the conveniences of life. 

"Thank you, again and again," replied the 
farmer; "but tlie whole generation of the 
'3::mdfords ha,e been brought up to labour 
.,·ith their own hands for these hundred 

years; and during all that time, there has 
not been a dishonest person, a gentleman, or 
;1 madman :imongst us. Ancl sh::Lll I be the 
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first to break the cust0111s of the family, and 
perhaps bring down a curse on all our heads? 
,vhat could I have more, if I were a lord? 
I have plenty of victuals and work, good 
firing, clothes, warm house, a little for the 
poor, and, between you and I, something 
perhaps, in a corner, to set my children off 
with, if they behave well. Ah! neighbour, 
neighbour, if you diJ but know the pleasure 
of holding plough after a good team of horses, 
and then going tired to bed, perhaps you'd 
wish to have been brought up a farmer too. 
But, in one word, as well as a thousand, I 
shall never forget the extraordinary kind
ness of your offer; but, if you would not 
ruin a whole family of innocent people that 
love you, even consent to leave us as we 
are. 

,, 

l\lr. l\lerton then seeing the fixed deter
mination of the farmer, and feeling the 
justice of his coarse but strong morality, was 
obliged, however reluctantly, to desist; anct 
Mrs. Sandford coming to invite them tu 

2 A 



206 TEA.l\1 OF HORSE!,. 

dinner, he entered the house, and paid his 
respects to the family. 

After the cloti.1 was removed, and ~fr. 
Sandford had twice or thrice replenished hi::
silvcr mug, the only piece of finery in his 
house, little Harry came running in, with 
great alacrity, crying, "Father, father, hen 
is the prettiest team of horses all matched 
and of a colour, with new harness, the most 
complete I eyer sa:vv in my life; and they 
liaYe stopped at our back-door, an<l the man 
says they arc brought for you." Farmc1 
Sandford was just then in the middle of the 
history of the ploughing match at Axminster ; 
but the relation of his son had such an inYo
luntary effect upon him, that he started up, 
oversct the liquor and the table, and making 
a hasty apology to l\lr. i\Ierton, ran out to 
see these wonderful horses. 

Presently he returned, in equal admira
tion with his son. " Mr. l\1erton," said he. 
" I did not think you had been so good a. 
judge of a horse. I suppose they are a new 
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purchase, which you want to have my 
opinion upon; and, I can assure you, they 
are the true Suffolk sorrel, the £rst breed of 
working horses in the kingdom ? and these 
are some of the best of their kind." 

"Such as they are," answered Mr. Mer
ton, "they are yours ; and I cannot think, 
after the obligations I am under to your 
family, that you ,vill do me so great a dis
pleasure as to refuse to accept of them." 

l\Ir. Sandford stood for some time in mute 
astonishment; but, at length, he was begin
ning the civilest speech he could think of 
to refuse so great a present, when Tommy 
coming up, took him by the hand, and 
begged him not to deny to his father and 
himself the £rst favour they had ever 'asked 
"Besides," said he, " this present is less 
to yourself than to Harry; and, surely, after 
hasing lived so long in your family, you will 

· not turn me out with tlisgrace, as if I had 
misbehaved." 

Here Harry himself interposed, and, con
sidering less the value of the present, than 



ACCEPTS TIIE)f. 

the feelings ancl intentions of the giYer, he 
took his father by the hand, and besought 
him to oblige i\Iaster Merton and his father. 
"Were it any one else, I would not say a 
word," added he; "but I know the gene
rosity of l\Ir. ]Jerton, and the goodness of 
J\1aster Tommy so well, that they will re
ceive more pleasure from giving, than you . 
from taking the horses: though I must con
fess they are such as would <lo credit to any 
body; and they beat farmer Knowles'.s all to 
nothing, which have long been reckoned tlw 
best team in all the country." 

This last reflection, joined with all that 
had preceded, overcame the delicacy of Mr. 
Sandford ; and he at length con:,entcd to 
order the horses to be led into his stable::.. 
And now l\Ir. l\Ierton, having made the 
most affectionate acKnow1edgments to all this 
worthy and happy family, among whom he 
did not forget the honest black, whom he 
promised to provide for, summoned his son to 
accompany him home. Tommy arose, and 
with the sincerest gratitude, bade adieu to 
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Harry and all the rest. " I shall not be 
long ·without you," said he to Harry; "to 
your example I owe most of the little good 
that I can boast : you have tau¥ht me how 
much better it is to be useful than rich, OJ 

fine; how much more amiable to be good 
. than to be great. Should I be ever tempted 
to relapse into any of my former habits, I 
will return hither for instruction ; and hope 
you -..vill again receive me." Saying this, he 
shook his friend Harry affectionately by the 
liand, and with tearful eyes, accompanied his 
father borne. 

--- --
PRL'i'TED 1:ry YIHTU.E 41'-lJ co., cr·r~, io-;•noN. 
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