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p R E F A C E. 

T- H E Merit and Eil:eem in which this 

admired work of the truly celebrated 

Daniel de Foe has been held, will need no 

other encon1iu1n than the nmnerous editions 

through which it has paired. At this period 

the work is read with avidity, defire and 

pleafure; the younger branches may be faid 

to read it from their cradle, and the 1nore 

advanced can find a1nufement for their leifure 

hours in thefe events ; the circun1ftances it 
contains engage the mind, and its principles 

of inftrutl:ion are founded on Virtue and 

Religion; yet they are conveyed in fuch ··a 

pleaung 111,rnner, that you are imperceptibly 

led through a \Vonderful hiCT:ory to a fyfl:em 

of morality. 

An1ong the 1nany editions prefented the 

p1.1blic., fame are of too extravagant a pur--
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ii I' REFACE. 

chafe; others printed in a rnanner inconfift.., 
ent with the liberality which .lhould have 
fupported a work of this kind. 

It is therefore prefumed this edition, which 
is well printed, on good paper, enriched and 
embelli.fhed with curious defcriptive plates, 
and offered for fale at a very moderate price, 
will be fupported by a generous and difcern,b ing Public. 

DlRECTlONS FOR PLACING THE CUT3, 

VOL, I. 
Robin{on Crufoe climbing the Cliff-Frotijpi~ce. 
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LIFE AND ADVENTURES 

OF 

R O B INS O N C P, USO E, 

• --. I ::.tt:le!Sfiil!..CC 

I WAS born in the year 163z, in the city of York, 
of a good family, though not of that country, my 

father being a foreigner of Bremen, who fettled firfl: 
at Hull.-He got a good eHate by merchandife, and 
leaving off Lis trade lived afterwards at York, from 
whence he ha l married m v mother, whofe relations 
were named Robinfon, a ~ery gcod family in that 
county, and from whom I was called Robinfon Kreutz­
naer ; but by the ufual corruption of words in En­
gland, we are now called, nay, we call ourfolves, and 
write our name, Crufoe; and fo my companions always 
c.alled me. 



6 A: D V E N T ·u R E S O F 
I had two elder brothers, one of whom was a lieute­

nant-colonel to an Englifu regiment of foot in Flanders., 
formerly commanded by the famous Col. Lockhart, and 
was killed at a battle near Dunkirk, againil: the Spa-
11iards. - Vi'hat became of my fecond brother I never 
knew, any more than my father or mo:her diJ know 
what was become of me. 

Being the third fon of the family, and not bred to any 
trade, my head began to be filled very early w. th ram­
bling thoughts.-:V1y father, who was very ancient, had 
given m:.:: a competent frlare of learning, as far as houfe 
education, 2.nd a country frce-fcliool ge.1erall:,; goes, and 
Jcfigned me for the law; but I would be fat1sJ:ied with 
noth;ng but going. to fea, a,1d my inclination to this led 
me fo firongly aginfi: the wilJ, nay, the commands of 
my father, and againft all the intreaties and perluafions 
of my mother and other friends, rhat there feemed to be 
fo!!1ething fatal in that propenfion of nature, tending 
directly to the life of mifery which was to befal me 

M r h ·r d r • y rat er, a w11e an , grave man, gave me 1e.nous 
and excellent counfd again.CT: what he fore/aw was, my 
delign •. -He called me one morning into his chamber. 
where he was confined by the gout, and expofl:ulate<l 
very war;n:y wi t:1 me on this fuhjetl -I Ie afKeJ me, 
1·.h,!t rcaf'.ms, more tha1 a rncrcwJ.n-1 .:ring inciina•ion, 
I had for leaving my father':i J11rnfe a:1J my 11ative coun­
r·_;·, \vh!...rc I might be weli introduced, and had a prof­
pc ... t of" ra:!ing my fortune by application and inclu!lry, 
\ vi!11 a liie of eal"6 and pleafore.-He told me, it was 
men of ddpcr,u · fortunes on one ha·1d, or of afpiri,1g 
1:ipcrior fort.u11-.:s on the other, and who went abroad up-
011 aciventurc.:;, to rife by cnterprife, and make them..­
klv ,:; famous in undertakillgi, of a nature out of the 
common road; that thefe things were all either too far 
above me, or too far below me; that mine was the 
rnidclk lbte., or what might be called the upper il:ation 
of low life, which he had found, by long experience, 
was the bell: Hatt: in the world; the moll (uited to hu­
man happincfs, not expofed to the miferies and hard_­
!hips, the labour and fufFeri:1gs of the mechanic part 
of mankind, and not embarraffcd with the pride, lux:­
ury, ambition, and envy of the upper part of man-

kind 
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krnd..-He told me, I might judge of the happinefs of 
this ftate by this one thing, viz. that this was the 
ftate of life which all other people envied ; that kings 
have frequently lamented the miferable confequences of 
being born to great things, and wifhed they had been 
placed in the middle of the two extremes, between the 
mean and the great ; that the wife man gave his tefti­
mony to this, as the juil ftandard of true felicity, when 
he prayed to have neither poverty nor riches. 

He bade me obferve it, and I iliould always find, that 
the calamities of life were !hared among the upper and 
lower part of mankind ; but that the middle ftation 
had the fewefi: difafters, and was not expofed to fo many 
viciffitudes as the higher or lower part of mankind; 
nay, they were not fubjecled to fo many difternpers and 
uneafinefs, either of body or min<l, as tho!c were, who, 
by vicious living, luxury and extravagancies on one 
hand, or by hard labour, want of neceffaries, and mean 
or infufficient diet on the other hand, bring difi:em­
pers upon themfelves by the natural confequences of 
their way of Ii\ ing ; that the middle fiation of life 
was calculated for all kind of virtues, and all kind of 
e.·joyments; that peace and plenty were the hand-maids 
of. a middle fortune; that temperence, moderation., 
qu1etnefs, health, fociety, all a•)-reeahlc diverfions, and 
all ddirable pleaforcs, \.1ere the '\leffings attending the 
midJ 1c H:ation of life; that this way men went filently 
and frnoothly thro' the world, and comfortably out of it; 
not embarrdfed \\ ith the labours of the hands, or of the 
b(:'ad ; not fold to a Ue of Davery for daily bread, or 
harraffed with perplexeJ circumftances, which rob the 
foul of peace, and the body of refl:; not enraged \Vith 
the paffion of envy, or the fecret burning luil: of ambition 
for great things; but in e:ify circumftances, fliding gently 
thro' the \Vorld, anJ fenli.bly tailing the fweets of living 
~ithout the bitter; feeling that they are happy,and learn­
ing by every day's experience to know it more fen:fibly. 

After this he pre!led me earnefrly, and in the moft af­
frttionate manner, not to p!ay the young man, or to 
precipitate mytel[ into miferies, which nature, and the 
!l:ation of life I was born jn, feeme<l to have provided 
againfi:; th:n I was under no neceffity of fee king my 
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ADVENTURES OF 
bread, that he would do well for me, and ende«vour to 
enter me fairly into the ihtion of life which he h,.d 
been juft recommending to me ; and that if I was not 
very ca1y and happy in the world, it mu.fl: be my mere 
fat-"', or fault, that muft hinder it; and that he ibould 
}1ave nothing to anf..ver for, having thus difchargeJ his 
du~y in warning me againft mcafores which he knew 
W'm!d be to my hurt.-In a ,vord, that as he would do 
very kinJ things for me, if I would ftay a 1d fettle at 
home, .is ;1e dircc1ed; fo iw wou\l not have fo much 
J1a,d in my misfr.muncs ::s to give me any encou1 age­
m e:- r1t to go av., 3.y; and to c!ofc a]l, he to!d me, J had 
n.y t !Jcr bro~i1er for an example, ttJ whcm he h:id ufed 
the L me carneil: perfuafions to kre? him from going into 
the Lo-;,•-Cour.try wa1s, !rnt codd not prcv.1il, hi~ )Oung 
dd~r~, prompting :~ im to run into t!1e army, where he 
wa~ b,;, d; and thougi1 l:e faitl he \Vould rwt cede to. 
p:-~y !c,t n:e, :-,•~t he would ver,ture to fay to me, th:lt if 
1 t~id tct'.:c thi:; foo!ii11 ftcp, G.:;d woulJ uot blef., me; 
ar.J I \vould Jnvc i<:iti.irc hert.aftcr to rdle::l: tip0!1 l1a\·­
ing 11..'{;kcted his coun:el, when there might be none to 
nffii1 i,1 my recoycry. _ 

I obferved in this Jail: p~rt of his difcou;fe, v.·hich was 
truly prophetic, tho' I foppofe my father did not know 
it to be fo himfolf; J fay, I obfervcd the tears run down 
his face vcr_1' plentifully, efpecially when he fpoke of my 
brother who was killed ; and that \.t..·hcn he f1)okc of my 
]1aving leifore to repent, and none to aifo1 me, he was 
fo rnoveJ, that he broke off die difcourfe, and told me,. 
his heart wa:; fo full c. he could fay no more to me. 

I w:is finccrely affiiaed with this difcourfc, as indeed. 
who could be othcrwile? and I refol\·ecl not to think 
of going abroad any more, but to fettle at home arcord­
fog to my father's defire.-But, alas ! a few days wore 
it all off; and, in {hon, to pre\ent any of my father's 
farther impo1tunities, in a few weeks after, I refolvcJ 
to run quite :i.w3y from him -Howe\'er, I <lid not all 
fo h:iJily neither, as the .firft heat of my refolution 
prompted; but I took my mother at a time when f 
thoueht her a little plcafanter than ordinarv, and told her 
that ~y thoughts were fo entir'.!ly bent upon feeing the 
world, that I fhould never fettle ta any thing with re-
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9 
folt.ition enough to go through with it; and my father 
had better give me his conient, than force me to go 
without it; that I was now eighteen years old, which 
was too late to go apprentice to a trade, or clerk to an 
attorney; that I was fore, if I did, I fhould never 
fen·e out my time, but I fhould certainly run away 
from my maH:er before my time was out, and go to fea; 
and if fl1e would f peak to my father to let me go one 
voyage abroad, it I came home again, and did not like 
it, l would go no more, and I would promife by a dou­
ble diligence to recover the time that I had loft. 

This put my mother into a great paffion: She told 
me, fhe knew it would be to no purpofe to fpeak to my 
father upon any fuch fubjecc; that he knew too well 
what was my intereft, to give his confent to any thing fo 
much for my hurt ; and that fhe wondered how I could 
think of any fuch thing, after the dikourfe l had had 
with my father, and fuch kind and tender expreffions, 
as fhe knew my father had ufed to me, and that, in fhort, 
if I would ruin myfelf, there was no help for me; but I 
might depend I fhould never have their confent to it : 

ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

That, for her part, fhe would not have fo much hand in 
my deftrudion ; and I fhould never have it to fay, that 
my mother was willing, when my father was not. 

Though my mr)ther refuted to move it to my father. 
yet I heard afterwards, that fhe reported all the difcourfe 
to him ; and that my father, after iliewing a great con­
cern at it, faid to her, with a fi.gh, that boy might be 
happy, if he would fray at home; but if he goes abroad, 
he will be the moft miierable wretch that ever was born; 
I can give no confent to it. 

It was not till almoil: a year after this that I broke 
loofe, though in the mean time I continued obfl:inately 
<leaf to all propofals offcttling to bufinefs, and frequently 
expo!lulating with my father and mother abont their 
bemg fo pofitively determined again{l: what they knew 
my inclinations prompted me to. But being one day 
at Bull, whither l went cafually, and without any 
purpofe of making an elopt>ment that time; but, I fay, 
being there, and one of my companions beino- goir:rr 
by fca to London, in his father'~ fhip, and pr~npti 1,~ 

fllC to go with him, with the common allt1remem of ·~ 
A 5 fra~ 
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feafaring man; that it fhould cofr me nothing for my 
pa.ffage: I confulted neither father or mother any more, 
nor fo much as fent them word of it, but leaving them 
to hear of it as they might; without afking God's blef­
fing, or my father's; without any confideration of cir­
cumilances or conlequences, and in an ill hour, God 
knows, on the firft uf September, I 65 1, I went on board 
a !hip bound tor London. Never any young adventurer's 
misfortunes, I believe, began fooner, or continued longer, 
than mine: the {hip was no fooner got out of the Humber, 
but the wind began to blow, and the fea to rife in a mo.fl:: 
frightful manner, and as l had never been at fea before, 
I was molt ioexpreffibJy iick in body, and terrified in mind : l began now ferioufly to reflect upon what I had 
done, and how jufrly I was overtaken by the jwdgment 
of heaven for my wicked leaving my father's houfc, 
and .tbandoning my duty; all the good counfel of my 
:pa:·cnt's, my fat:1er's tears and my mother's entreaties, 
'-ame now frefli into my mind; and my confcience, which 
t-·:1s not yet come to the pitch of hardincfs to which it has 
been fince, reproached me wilh the contempt of advice, 
and rhe breach of my duty to God and my father. 

All this while the fiorm increafed, and the fea went 
, cr_v high, though nothing like what I have fcen many 
times fincc; no, nor what I faw a few days after. But it 
\Vas enough to affect me then, who was but a young fai­
lor ,and had never known any thing of the matter. lex­
pected every wave would have [wallowed us llp, and that 
(:\'cry time the fhip fell down, as I thought it did, in th<! 
trough or hollow of the fea, we {hould never rife more. 
1n this agony of mind, I made many vows and refo­
lutions, that if it would pleafe Goel to fpare my life in 
this one voyage, if ever I got once my foot upon dry land 
:!gain, l would go <liretlly home to my father, anJ never 
frt it into a fhip again while I lived; that 1 •,vould take 
l!is advice, and never run fl1) folf into luch mifcries as 
rhc:fe any more. Now I faw plain!) the goodacfs of his 
obfern1tions about the middle ibtion at life, how eafy, 
how cumfonably he ha<l liYed ~ll his days, :rnd nt:ver 
had been expofed to tempcils ;,t fo:,, or trouble on 
fhore; and, in Dion, l rcfolved that l wou!J, like a true repenting prodigal, go home to my father. 

Thrfe 
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Thefe wife and fober thoughts continued all the 
while the ftorm continued, and indeed fome time after ; 
but the next day the wind was abated, and the fea 
calmer, and I began to be a little inured to it. How­
ever I \:<;as verv o·rave for all that day, being alfo a little , , b 

fea-fick ilill; but towards night the weather cleared up, 
the wind was quite over, and a charming fine evening 
followed, the fon went down perfectly clear, and rofe 
fo the next morning; and having little or no wind, and 
a fmooth fea, the fun fhining upon it, the fight was, as 
I thought, the moil: delightful that ever I faw. 

I had fl~pc well in the night, and was no more 
fea fick, but very chearful ; looking with wonder upon 
the fea, that was fo rough and terrible the day before, 
and could be fo calm and fo pleafant in fo little a time 
after. And now, leil: my good refolutions fhould conti­
nue, my companion, who had indeed inticed me away, 
comes to me, well, Bob, fays he, clapping me upon the 
fhoulder, how do you do after it? I warrant you were 
frighted, were not you, lafi night, when it blew but a 
cap full of wind? A cap full do you call it? faid I, 'twas a 
terrible ftorm. A Harm, you fool you! re.plies he. Do 
you call that a fl:orm? why it was nothing at all; give 
us but a good fhip, and fea-roorn, and, we think nothing 
of fuch a fquall of wind as that; but you are but a fre{h 
water failor, Bob: come, let us make a bowl of punch, 
and we'll forget all that, do you fee what charming wea­
ther it is now ? To make fhort this fad part of my ftory, 
we \Vent the way of all failors, the punch was made, and 
I w:is made half drunk with it, and in that one nin-ht's 
wickednefa 1 drn·.vned all my repentance, all my

0 

re­
flections upon 1~1y p::dt <:on<lult, all my refolutions for 
the fu·.ure. In a word, as the fea \\as rctun,cd to its 
fmoothn•. fs of forface, 2'nd fettled ca1mncf, , by the 
ab:ueme'.1t of that l:orm, fo the hurry 0f mv tho u',lits 
l:cing over, my fears and apprehenfion :. 0f bJin o· f~,al­
loweJ up by the fc:i being forgotten, and the ~urrent 
of my for1:1_cr defires re•urned, l, entirely for_;u t the vows 
and promlies that l made in my cliil:refa. I found in­
d~ed fo~1e intervals of reflection, and th e k rious thoughts 
did, as 1t were, endeavour to r f' turn 3g;a; n fomc tim ~5 ; 
but I fhco!~ th.:m off, and routed m: fr lf ii om them, n 
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-.~ A D V E N T U R E S O F 
it were from a ditl:emper; and applrino· myfelf to drink­
ing and company, foon mafrered the :et urn of thofe fit9 
(for fo I called them) and I had, in five or fix davs, 
got as complete a victory over my confcicnce, 3s ;ny 
you:1g fellow that refolved not to be troubled with it, 
t.:ould dcfire, But I was to have another trial for it ilill; 
:rnd Providence, as in foch cafb generally it does, refol­
vcd to leave me entirely without excufe; for if I would 
11c~ take this for a deliverance, the next was to be foch an 
one, as the woril: and mofl hardened ,vretch among u ... 
WQuld confefs both the danger and the mercy. 

The !ixtii day of Ollr being at iea, we came into Y ar-
1~1outh roads; the wind having been contrary, and the 
..,_ea:ht:r calm, we had made but little w2.y fince the 
1lorm. Here we were obligeJ to come to an anchor, 
and hde we lay, the ,.vind continuing contrary, viz. 
at fouth-we.ft, for feven or eight days ; during which 
time, a great many .fhips from Ncv1caH:le came into the 
fam ! roaJs, as the common harbour where the fhip~ 
n:ig .. t wait for a v;ind for the river. 

We had not howe\'er rid herefolong but we fuould have. 
t;ded it up the river, but that the wind blew -too frefh; 
;nd, after we i1c!d Jain four or fiye days, blew very hard,. 
However, the roads being rickoned ;.s good as an harbour, 
the anchorage good, and our ground tackle very flrong, 
our men. ·..,:ere unconcerned, and not in the leaft apprehen­
five of danger; but fpent the time:: in rcfi: and mirth, 
after the marrner of the lea, but the eighth day in the 
morni: 6 , the wind rncrcafed; and we had all hand~ at 
work to ftrike our top-malls, and make every thing inug 
and c:oie that the !hip mjght ride as eafy as poffible. By 
n0on the foa \\ ent vrry high indeed, and our fuip rid 
forccafilc in, frlipped fevc1a: foas, a:1d we tr0u~11t once or 
twice our anchor i1ad come home, upon \vhic.h ·our mafler 
or<lere:-d out the fl1eet anchor; io that we roc:e with two 
anchors a head, and the c:iblcs vc-"rc<lo1..t to the better end. 

By thi!> time it blew a tcr~;bie l~or:n inaee<l · and, now 
I bl'~,lll to fee terror and amazement: 111 the f,1ces even 
of th~ feamcn the1nf1?lves. 1 ne mailer, thm gn vigilm1t in 
:he bufinels c;f prcforving the fh1p, ) et a, he went in and 
·mt of his cahi.i b) me, l could hc.!; him, foftly to him­
-:ei;~ fay fevcral t~mes, Lord 'Jc mercifid to .J-; we fhal1 be 
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all lofl:, we fhall be all undone ; and the like During 
thefe firfr hurries, I was il:upid, lying {till in my cabi11; 
which was in the ftecrage, and cannot dcfcribe my Lem­
per. I could ill refume the firft penitence which I hr.d fo 
apparently trampled upon, and hardene~ myfelf again.fl:. 
I thought the bitternefs of death had been pail, and 
that this would be nothing too, like the fir ft. But when 
the mailer bim1elf came by me, as I faid jufi: now, and 
faid we ihould be all loft, I was dreadfully frighteJ: I 
got up out of my cabin, and looked out; but Juch a dif­
mal fight I never faw; the fea went mounta:ns high, and 
broke upon us evei·y three or four minutes: when I could 
look about, I codd fee nJthing but diihds ronad us : 
two fhips that I iJ near us, \Ve fou '1d, had cut their rn::..ft:s 
by the board, being deep loaden ; an.i our men cried 
out, that a !hip which rid about a mile ahead of us, was 
foundered. Two more ihips, being driven from their an­
chors, were run out of the reads to fca, at all adven­
tures, and that not with a mail flanding. The light !hips 
fared the befl:, as not fo much labc,.irir,g in the fea, but 
two or three of the~n drnve, and cam,· clofc by us, run­
ning away \-\jtl1 only t11eir 1prit-fail out before the wind. 

Towards the evening, the ma•c and boatfwain begged 
the mafter of our fhip to let them cut away the fore. 
mail:, which he was very unwilling to do ; but the boat. 
fwain protefi.ing to him, . that if he did not, the !hip 
wculu founder, he confonted = and when they had cut 
away the tore-mafr. t ,c main -rn,dl: fl:ood fo loole, and 
ihook the inip fo much, tney ,, ere obliged tc cut her 
awav alio, and make a clear deck. 

lny one muft judge what a condition I mufi be in at 
a11 tl1is, who was but a young failor, anJ who had been 
in fuch a fright betore at but a litrlc. But ifl can exprefc; 
at this difiance the thoughts l had about me at that time, 
I \ ·as in tenfold mo,e honor of mind upon account of 
my former convictions, and the having returneu from 
them to the refolutions I had wickecily taken at firfr, than 
1 was at death itfclt; and there, addecl to tile terrcr of 
ihe {lorm, put me into iuch a co nd ition, that I can by 
no words defcribc it. But the woril: was not come :-:et; 
the i~orrn continued with fuch fury, that the feamen 
th··.P.1fel ves acknowledged they had never fecn a ,.vor e. 

Y..ie 
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\Ve had a good fhip, but fhe was deep loaden, and wa!'.­lowed in the fea, that the feamen every now and then cried out, fhe wou1d founder. It was my advantage in one ref peel, that I did not know what they meant by founder, till I enquired. However, the ftorm was fo violent, that 1 faw wn:i.t is not often feen, the mafter, the boatfwain, and fome others, more fenfib1e than the relt, at their prayers, and expeet•ng every moment that the fhip would go to the bottom. In the middle of the night, and un­der all the reil of our diilreffes, one of the men that had been down on purpofe to fee, cried out we had fprung a leak; anoth"r fniJ, there was four feet water in the hold. Then all hands were called to the pL1mp. At that very word, my heart, as I thought, Jied \Vi thin me; and I fell backwards upon the fide of my bed where I fat, into the cabin. However, the men rouled me, and tolri me, that I that was ab:e to do nothing before, was as well abl-e to pump as another; at whicl-: I ll:irfed up, and went to the pump, and worked very heartily. \Vhile this was doing, the mafl:er feeing fome light coll iers, who, not able to ride out the Horm, were obliged to flip and run away to the fea, and would come near us, ordered to fire a gun as a fignal of difl:rcfs. I, who knew nothing what they meant, was fo furprifed, that I thought the {hip had broke, or fome dreadful thing happened. In a word, I was fo furprifoJ, thal I fell down in a fwoon. As this was a time when every body had his own life to think of~ nobody minded me, or wh:1t was become of me; but another mau fLpt up to the pump, and, thrufling me afic

1
e with his Lot, let me lie, thinking I had been dead; and it was a great \\ hile before I c,.me to my{elf. 

We worked on, but th e> water increafing in the hold, it was apparent, that the fhip would founder; and tho' the ilorm b~gan to abate a littie, yet as it was not pof­fible ihe could fwim tiJI we might run into any port, fo the mailer c01 tinutJ firing g uns for help; and a Eghc foip, who had rid it out ju !l a head of us, venturc<l a boat out to help us. It was wi th the ntrnoft ha7.ard the boat came near us; but ir was impoffibJe for u<; to get on board, or for the boat to .L: nPar the fhip's Jidc,. till at Jail the me,i rowing very heartily, an<l vcntu1 ing their lives to fine ours) our men call them a rope over 
the 
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the frern with a buoy to it, and then veered it out a. 
great length, which they, after much labour and hazard, 
took hold of, and we haled them clofe under our fiern, 
and got all into their boat. It was to no purpofe for 
them or us, after we were in the boat, to think of 
reaching to their own fhip; fo all agreed to let her drive, 
and only to pull her in towards ihore as much as we 
could ; and our mailer promifed them, that if the boat 
was ftaved upon ihorc, he would make it good to their 
mailer: fo partly rowing, and partly driving, our boat 
went away to the northward, fioping towar<ls the fhore, 
almoft as far as vVintertonneffe. 

W c were not much more than a quarter of an hour 
out of our fhip, but we faw her fink :. and then I un­
derH:ood for the firil: time, what was meant by a !hip 
foundering in the fea. I muil: ackno,,ledge I had hardly 
eyes to look up, when the feamen told me fhe was :fink .. 
ing; for, from that moment they rather put me into the 
boat, than that I might be faid to go in; my heart v,,as 
as it were dead within me, panly with fright, partly 
with horror of mind, and the thoughts of what was yet 
before me. 

\Vhile we were in this condition, the men yet la­
bouring at the oar to bring the boat near the fhore, we 
could iee (when our boat rnoun_ing the waves, we were 
able to fee the fhore) a great many people ru wing along 
the !hand to affift us when we !hould come near: but we 
m ·1de but flow way towards the fhore; nor were we 
able to reach the ihore, till bei,1g pail the 1 ght-houfe at 
'Winterton, the ibore falls off to the wdhvard towards 
Cromer: and fo. the land broke off a little the violence 
of the wind. Here we got in, and, though not without 
much difficulty, got all fafe on il10rc, and walked after-• 
wards on foot to Yarmouth, where~ as unfortunate men, 
we were ufed with great humanity, as well by the 
magiilrates of the town, who afhgned us good quarters, 
1.s by particular merchants and owners of {hips; and had 
.no11ey given Uf fofticient to carry us either to London, 
or back tO Hull, as we thouo-ht fit. 

b 

Had I now had tllc fenic to have go:1e back to· Hull, 
and have gone home, I had been happy, and my father, 
an emblem of our bkffed Saviour's parable, had even 

killed 
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killed the fatted calf for me; ior, hearing the fliip I went 
away in, was cail: away in Yarmouth Road, it was a great 
wi1ile before he had a:,y affurances that! was not drowned. 

But my ill fate pufhed me on now, with an obftinacy 
that nothi;ig could refift; and though I had feveral times 
loud c;1lls from my reafon, and my more compofod 
judgment, to go home, yet I had no power to do it. 
I know not what to call this, nor will I urge, that it is 
a {ecre: over-ruling decree, that hurries us on to be the 
inH:rumcnts of our own defl:.ucl:ion, even though it be 
before us, and that we puih upon 1t with our eyes open. 
Certainly, nothing but fomc foch decree.-! unavoidable 
mifory attending, and which it\.\ as impoHib]e for me to 
efcape, co..ild have pufhed me forward againfl: the calm 
reafonings and perfuafions of my mofl: 1etired thoughts, 
2nd ag,1inlt two fuch vifible inftrutlions as l had met with in my firil: attempt . 

. My comrade, who had helped to harden me before, 
and who was the mafi:er's fon, was now lefs forward 
than I. The firft time he fpoke to me after we were 
at Yarmouth, which was not till two or th ree days, for 
we werefeparate<l in thetO\Vntofevcral quarters; I fay, 
the firft time he faw me, it appeared hts tone was al­
tered; and looking very melancholy, and fl1aking his 
head, a!ked me how I did: and telling his father who I 
was, and how I had come this voyage only for a trial, 
in order to go farther ab:caJ ; his father turning to me 
with a very grave and concerned tone, Young man, fays 
he, you ought never to go to fea any more; you ought 

. to take this for a plain and , i fib le token, that you are 
Tillt to be a feafaring man. \Vhy, Sir, faid I, will you 
go to fea no more? That is another cale, faid he; it is 
my calling, and therefore my duty; but as you made 
this voyage fo!· a trial, you fee what a tafte heaven has 
gi" en you, of what you are to ex;Jtcl:, if you perfifl:; per­
haps all this ha& befallen us on your account, like Jonah, 
iu the !hip of l'a,fndh. Pray, continues he, what are you? 
a net on what account did you go to fea? Upon that I 
told him fome of my il:ory; at the end of which he bur ff 
out with a ibange kind ofpaffion, What had I done, foys 
he, that fuch an unhappy wretch fhould come into my 
{hip! I would not fot my foot in the fame !hip with th~e 

agam 
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· again for a thoufand pounds: this indeed was, as I faid, 

· an excurfion of his fpirits, which were yet agitated by 
the fenfe of his 1 ,fa, and was further than he coul<l have 
authority to go: however, he afterwards talked very 

gravely to me, exhorting me to go back to my fat'.1er, 
and not tempt Providence to my ruin? told me, I might 

fee a vifibk hand of heaven :igainft me: and young man, 

fa.id he,depend up;m it,ifyou donor go back,where.ever 

you go, you\\. ii1 meet with no~hing but difafters and d1fap• 
pointments, till your father's word5 arc fulfilled upon you. 

\J/ e parted foon after ; for I mace him 1; ttlc anfwcr, 
and I faw him no more; which way he went, I know 

not. As for me, having fame money in my po'-kct, I tra­
velled to Londc.n by land, and there, as well as rin the ro1.d, 

had many ihuggles with m' ielf what courfe of life I 

fhould take, and whether I fhould \.;O home, or go to fea. 
As to going home, {h .. mc oppo!"ed th:.' beft motio11-s 

that offered to my thoc:ght,;; amt it immedi.:te1y occur .. 

red to 111e how l fhould be laughed at among the neigh­

bours, and {houlcl be alba111.'<l to fee, nn my father a ,1d 

mother only, but eve:1 every body elfe; from whence I 
have fincc ofte,1 ob1uvcJ, haw incong,ruou:. a;1 , , i:-rati­
onal the common temp-:!r of mankind is, efpecially of 
youth, to that reafon that ought to ~uidc t!1em in iuch 

cafes; viz. Tha they are not afhamed to fin, and yet 
~re afhamed to repent : not :ifha med of the action, for r 

which they ought juitly to be eilccmed fools; but are 
afirnmed of the retl1rning, which only can make chem 

eilcemed \\ iie men. 
Jn this itate uf life, however, I remained fame time,. 

uncertain what meafores to take, 1nd what courfe of 
lifo to lead. An irrefill:ible relucrancc co1,tinucd to 
going home: and as I fl:aid awhile, the remembrance of 
the diftrcfs I had been in wore off; and as that abated, 

the little motion I had in. mv dciires to return, wore off 
with it, till at lafl: 1 quite l~id afide the thoughts of it, 

and loc,'.{e<l out for a voyage. 
That evil influence, which carried me firfl: away 

from my father's houfe, which hurrieJ me into the wild 
and indigcfl:cd notion of raifing my fortune, and that 
impre!led thofe conceits fo forcibly up0n me, as to make 
ffi\;" deat to all good advice, and to the increaties, :ind 

e'.rcn 
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even the commands, of my father: I fay, the fame iw­.fluence, whatever it was, prefented the moil: unfortunate of all enterprifes to my view; and I went on board a veffel bound to the coaft of Africa, or, as our failors vulgarly call it, a voyage to Guinea. 

It was my great misfortune, that in all thefe adven­tures I did not !hip m yfelf as a fail or ; whereby though I might indeed have worked a little harder than ordinary, yet at the fame time I had learned the duty and office of a foremafiman; and in time might have quali,ied myfelf for a mare or lieutenant, if not for a maH:er. But as it was always my fate to chufe for the worfe, fo I did here; for having money in my pocket, and good clothes on my back, l would always go on board in the habit _pf a gentleman ; and fo I neither had any buftnefs in. t\e !hip, nor learned to do any. 
It was my lot firft of all to fall into pretty good com­pany in London, which does not always happen, to fuch· loofe and unguided young fellows as l then was; the de~ vi! generally notom.itting to lay fame fnare for. them very e-arly; but it was not fa with me: I firfi fell acquainted· with the mafter of a !hip who had been on the coaft of Guinea, and who, having had very g ood fuccefs there, w;is ,efolveJ to go again ;- this captain, taking a fancy to my converfation, whii:h was not difagreeable a~ that time, hearing me fay I ha i a rnintl tu fee the ~\'.Orl 1, toicl me, if I would go the voyage with him, I fhonld be at no expence; I fhould be his m effmate, anJ his coI11:­p1nion; and if I could carry any thing with me, I fhoul:1 have all the advantage of it that the trade would admit; . .tn<l perhaps I might meet with fame encouragement .. • I embraced the offer, and, entering intu a 1l:-id fr iend­fhip with this captain, who was an honeft plain dealing man, went the voyage wi th him, and carrieJ a fmall adventure with me, \\.hich, by the difintercfred honefl:y of my friend, the captain, I increafed very confi ierably ;" for I carried about 401. in fuch toy !. and trifles as the captain directed me to buy. This 401. I h:itl muftered toge ther by the affiftance of fome of m y relations, whom I correfponded with, and who, I believe, got my father, or at leafl:, my mother, to contribute fo much as that, to my firfi: adveuture, 

This 
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This was the only voyage which I may fay was fuc­
cefsful in all my adventures, and which I owe to the in­
tegnty and honefl:v of my friend, the captain ; under 
whom I got a competent know-ledge of the mathematics, 
and the rules of navigation ; learned how to keep an 
account of the .{hip's courfe, take an obfervation, and 
in fhort, to unde-dland fome things that were needful to 
be underftood by a failor; for, as he took delight to 
introduce me, I ro'.)k delight to learn ; and, in a word, 
this voyage made me both a failor and a merchant: for 
1 brought home five _pounds nine ounces of gold-duft for 
In)' adventure, which yielded me in London, at my re­
n1rn, almoft 3001. and this filled me with thofe afpiring 
thoughts which have Iince fo compleated my ruin. 

Yet, even in this voyage, I had mii.fortunes tco; 
particularly that I was continually fick, being thrown 
into a -violent calenturc by the exceffi ve heat of the cli­
mate ; our princ1pal trading being upon the coaft, from 
the lat. of 15 degrees N. even to the line itfdf.. 

1 was now Lt up for a Guinea tn:.der; and my fr.iend~. 
to my great misfortune, dyii:g foon after hi-s arrival, I 
refolve<l to go the fame voyage again; and I embarked 
in the fame veffd with one who was his mate in the 
former voy;:g~, a:1d had ncv,1 got the comm.1.nd of the 
inip rl his was the unhappidt: voyage thaL ever man 
m,,Jc; for though i did nol carry quite I O'Jl. of my 
new gained wealth, fo that I had zocl. left, and which 
I lodged with my friend's widow, \vho W:15 v.er.y ju!l: to 
me, yet I fell into terrible mis.fortunes in this voyage ; 
and the firH was this;, viz. Our fhip, making her courfe 
towards the Can:i.ry iilands, or rather between thofe 
ifiands and tbe African !horc, was furprifcJ in the grey 
of the morning by a Moorifh rover of Sallee, who gave 
chai:e to us with all the fail fhe could make. We 
crouded alfo as much canvas as our yards would fpread> 
or our malts carry, to ha\ e got clear ; but finding the 
pirate gained upoa us, and would certainly come up 
with us in a few hours, we prepared to fight; our fhip 
having twelve guns and the rover eighteen. About 
three in the afrernoon he came up with us, and, bring­
ing to, by miilake, juil athwart our quarter, inikad of 
athwart our Hern, as he intended, we brought eight of 

out 
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our guns to bear on that fide, and poured in a broadftde upon him, which made him fheer cffagain, after return­ing our fire, and pouring in a!fo his fmall fhot from near 
200 men which he haa on board. However, we had not a man touched, all our men keeping clofe : he pre. pared to attack us again, and 1,ve to defe;1d ourfelves; but, laying us on board the nex[ time upon our other quarter, hC:' enrered 90 men upon our decks, wno 1rnmediate:y fell tocuttine and t,~ckinrr the decks and rigginP-. \Ve plied ~ 0 '-~ them wi:h finall foot, half pike::;, powrier cheih. and fuch like, and cleared our deck of them twice. How­ever, to cut fhort this me1c>.ncholy part of ou: ftory, our fhip being Ji fabled, and three ofcur men killed and cignt wounded, we were obliged to yidd; and were c: rried all prifoners to ::ia1iee, a port beio 1ginr.; to the Moors. 
The ufag-e I had there was not Jo <lr~.L!~\ll as at firi1 I apprehen(,ed ; nor W?.s I carri~d ui:, the cou.1try, to the enrneror's court, as the refi of our men wer ', but was kept by the captain of the rover, as hi.s ;: roper prize, and rr.a<le his flave, being y,1ung ~nd r,imble, and fit for his bufinefs. • At this lurprifing c:n.nge of my circum­itances, from a me1 chant to a milerable flave, I was perfecl:ly overwhelmed; ara no-v looked b.ick upon my father:., prophetic diic.ourfo to me, that I fhvuld be mite­rable, and have none to relieve me; which I thought was now fo effectually brought to pals, that I could not be worlc; that now the hand of Heaven haJ over.aken me, and I was undone withont redemptio:. But alas! this wac; but :1.tafte of the mifrry I was to go through, as wiil appear in the kquel of this fiary. 

As my new patron or mafier had taken me home to l1is houfe, fo 1 was in hopl!s, that he would take me with him \Vhen he went to fea again, believing that it would be Jome time or other his fate to be taken by a ~pandh or Portugal man of war, and that then l fhould be feta li­
beny. But this nope of mine was fooai~a. n away; for \Vhcn he went to 1ea, he left me on fhor o look after hi~ j l ttlc gar a en, anJ do the drudgcrr of ' ves_ ::tbou~ his houfc; and when he came home again rom his cru1Le, he ordered me to lie in the cabin, to lo)~ after the fhip. Here I meditated nothing but my efcape, and what method I might ta!~e to effect it,; but found no way that 

haJ. 
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had the le~fl: probability in it; nothing prefented to make the fuppo:fition of it rational; for I had nobody to com. municate it to, that would embark with me, no fellow 
.flave, no Englifhman, Irifhman, or Scotfman there, but 
myfelf; [o that for two years, though I often pleafed my­felf with the imagination, yet I never had the lea.fr en. couraging prof peel of putting it in practice. 

After about two years an odd circumftance prefented itfelf, which put the old thoughts of making fome at~ 
tempt for my liberty again in my hea<l: my patron ly­
!ng at home longer than ufual, without fitting out his ihip, which, as I heard, was for want of money, he ufed 
confi:antly once ur twice a week, fometimes oftener, if the 
weather was fair, to take the fhip's pinnace, and go out into the road 2.. fifhing; and as he always took me and a young Marefco with him to row the boat, we made him 
very merry, and I proved very dextrous in catching fifh; infomuch, that fometimes he would fend me with a Moor, 
one of his kinfmen, and the youth the Marefco, as they called him, to catch a difh of fifh for him 

It happened one time, that going a fi{hing with him in a calm morning, a fog rofe fo thick, that though we were 
not half a league from the .fhore, we loft fight of it;. and, rowing we knew not wi.her, or which way, we laboured all day. and all the next night; and when the 
morning came, we found we had pulled off to fea, in­flcad -of pulling in for the fhore; and that we were at 
leafi: two leagues from the ]and : however, we got well 
in again, though with a great deal of labour, and fome 
danger; for the wind began to b 1ow pretty fre{h in the morning; but particularly we were all very hungry. 

Butourpatron,warned by this difafl:er,refolved totake more care of himfelf for the future; and having lying by him the long-boat of our Englifh fnipwhichhe had taken, 
he refolved he would not go a fifhing any more without ·a 
comp:iJs and forne provifion; fo he ordered the carpenter ~ of his !hip, who alfo was an Engli{h fia ve, to build a lit­
tle £hue-room or cabin in the middle of the long- boat, like that of a barge, with a place to ftand behind it to ileer, and haul home the main fheet; and room before for an hand or two to ftand and woric the fails. She 
r.r.ilcd . with what we call a fhoulder of mutton fail ; and 

the 
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the boom jibbed over the top of the cabin, which Jay 
very fnug and low, and had in it room for him to lie, with 
a :flave or two, and a table to eat on, with fome fmall 
lockers to put in forne bottles of fuch liquor as he thought 
fit to drink; particularly his bread, rice, and coffee. 

We were frequently out with this boat a fifhing, and 
as I was moft dextrous to catch fifh for him, he never 
went without me. It happened one day, that he had 
appointed to go out in th is boat, either for pleafure or 
for fifh, with two or three Moors of fome diftincl:ion, 
and for whom he had provided extraordinarily; and had 
therefore fent on board the boat over night a larger ftore 
of provi:fions than uiual; and had ordered me to get 
ready three fufils with powder and fhot, which were on 
board his fhi p ·; for that they defigned fome fporc of 
fowling as well as fifhing. 

I got all things ready as he had direcred; and waited 
the next morning wirh the boat walhed clean, her an­
cients and pendants out, and every thing to accommodate 
his guefts; when by and bye my patron came on board 
:a.lone, and told me his gueHs had put off going, upon 
forne bufinefs that fell out; and ordered me, with the 
man and boy, as ufual, to go out with the boat, and 
catch them fome fifh, for that his friends were to fup at 
his houfe; he commanded me too> that as foon as I had 
got fome fifh, I fhould bring it home to his houfo: all 
which I prepared to do. 

This moment my former notio:1s of deliverance darted 
into my thoughts, 'for now I foun<l l \\as like to have a 
little ihip at my command; and my mailer being gone, 
I prepared to furnifh myfelf, not for fi{hing bufinefs, but 
fJr a voyage; though I knew not, neither did I fo much 
as confider, whither 1 \Vonld !leer; for, any where to 
get out of that pbce was my way. 

My firfr contrivance was to make a pretence to [peak 
to this Moor, to get fomething for our fubfiitence on 
board; for I told him we muil: not prefume to eat of our 
patron's bread; he faid,. that was true; fo l1e brought a 
large bafket of rufK, or bifcuit of their kind, and three 
jars with fre!h water, into the boat: I kneh' where my 
patron's cafe of bottles_.(l:ood, which it was evident by the 
make, were taken out of forne Enghfh prize, and I con-

veyed 
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veyed them into the boat while the Moor was on fhore, 
as if they had been there before, for our mafter : I con. 
veyed al.fo a great lump ofbees~wa~ into t~e boat, which 
weighed about half an hundred weight, with a parcel of 
twine or thread, a hatchet, a faw, and a hammer, 
all which were of great ufe to us afterwards ; efpecially 
the wax to make candles. Another trick I tried upon 
him, which he innocently came into alfo: his name was 
Ifmael, whom they call Muley, or Moloy; fo I called to 
him, Moloy, faid I, our patron's guns are all on board 
the boat, can you not get a little powder and £hot ? it 
may be we may kill fome aleamies (a fowl like our cur­
lews) for ourfelves; for I know he keeps the gunner's 
fiores in the £hip. Yes, fays he, I'll bring fome; accord­
ingly he brougl1ta great leather pouch, which held about 
a pound and a half of powder, or rather more ; and 
another with £hot, that had five or fix pounds, with fome 
bullets, and put all into the boat ; at the fame time I 
had found fome powder of my mafter's., in the great 
cabin, with which I filled one of the large bottles in the 
cafe, which was almoil: empty ; pouring what was in it 
into another: and thus furniihed with every rhing need­
ful, we failed out of the port to fifh. The cafi:le, whicb 
was at the entrance of the port, knew who we were, and 
took no notice of us, and we were not abo\'e a mile out 
of the port, before we hauleJ in our fail, and fat us down 
to fifh . The wind blew from the N. N. E. which was 
contrary to my defire; for had it blown foutherly, I had 
been fore to have made the coaft of Spain, and at leail: 
reached to the bay of Cadiz; but my refolutions were, 
blow which way it would, I would be gone from that 
horrid -place where I was, and leave the reft to fate. 

After we had fifhed forne time, and catched nothing 
(for when I had -fifh on my hook, I would not pull them 
up, that he rn ight not fee them) f faid to the Moor, 
This will not do, our rnafter will not be thus ferved ; 
we muft ftand farther off: he, thinking no harm, agreed; 
and being in the head of the boat, fet the fails; and as I 
had the helm, I ran the boat out near a league farther, 
and then brought her to, as if 1 woulJ fi{h; when, giv­
ing the boy the helm, T frcpt forward to where the Moor 
vas; · and, making as if I Hooped for fomething behind 
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him, I took him by furprife with my arm under his twifl, 
and toffed him clear over~ board into the fea ; he rofe 
immcct1ately, for he fwam like a cork, and called to· 
me, begged to be taken in, toid me he would go all 
over the world with me : be fwam fo ftrong after the 
boat 2 that he would have reached me very quickly, there 
being but little wind ; upon which I ftepped into the 
cabin, and fetching one of the fo\.vling-pieces, I pree 
fented it at him, and told him, I had done him no hurt, 
and, if he would be quiet, I woulc:t do him none ; but, 
faid I, you fwim well enough to reach the fuore, and the 
iea is calm, make the beft of your way to the fuore, and 
l will do you no harm; but if you come near the boat, I 
,vill /hoot you through the head; for I am refolved to 
have my liberty. So he turned himfelf about, and fwam 
for the f11ore, and I make no doubt but he reached it with 
eafe, for he was an excellent fwimmer. 

I could have been conterrt to have taken this Moor 
with me, and have drowned the boy, but there was no 
venturing to trufi: him; when he was gone, I turned to 
the boy, whom they called Xury, and faid to him, Xury, 
if you will be faithful to me, I will make you a great 
man ; but if you ~:ill not il:roke your face to be true to 
me, that is, fwear by Mahomet, and his father's beard., 
I mull: throw you ir.to the fea too. The boy fmiled in 
my face, a:1d fpoke fo innocentiy> that I could not mif­
am: him, arrd fwore to be faithful to me, and go all 
over the world with me. 

\Vhile I was in the view of the Moor that was fo.1im­
ming, I itood out dire~ly to fea, with the boat rather 
fl.retching ro win<hvar<l, that they might think me gone 
towards the Streight-mouth (as indeed any one that had 
been in their wits muft have been fuppofed to do) for 
Pho won:d have fuppofed we were failed on to the fouth­
ward, to the truly Barbarian c6afl, where whole nations 
of Neg roes were fore to furround .us with their canoes, 
:rnd de11:roy us; where we could never once go on ihore, 
but we fuculd be devoured by favage beafts, or more 
mercilefs favages of human kind? 

But as foon as it grew du!k. in the evening, I changed 
my courfe, and fteered direaly fouth and by eaft, bend­
; ng my courfe al tt 1ttowards the eaft, that I might 

keep 
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keep in with the ihore;. and having ~ fair
1 
fre~ gale of 

wind, and a fmooth quiet fea, I made iuc,1 fail, that I 
believe by the !'ext day at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
when I iirft made the land, I could not be leis than , 50 
miles fouth of Sallee, quite beyond the emperor ot l\~o­
rocco's dominions, or indeed of any other kmg there­
abouts, for we faw no people. 

Yer. foch was the fright l had taken at the Moors, and 
the dreadful apprehenfi.ons I had of talling into tn~ir 
hands, thcJ.t I would not ilop, or go on ihore, or come 
to an anchor, tl1e wind continuing fair; till I had iail'd 
in that manner five days ; and then the wind {hifong 
to the fouthward, I concluded alfo, that if any of our 
veifels were in chace of me, they alfo would now give 
over, fo 1 ventured to make to the coaft, and came to 
an anchor in the mouth of a little river, l knew not 
what .. or where, neither what latitude, what country, 
what nation, or what river. I neither faw, nor defired 
to fee, any people ; the principal thing I wanted was 
fre.fh water. We came into this creek in the evening, 
refolving to fwim on il10re as foon as it was dark, and 
difcover the country ; but as foon as it was quite dark, 
we heard fuch dreadful noifes of the barking, roaring, 
and howling of wild creatures, of we knew not what 
kinds, that the poor boy was ready to die with fear, and 
begged of me r.ot to go on {hare till day. Well, Xury, 
fa1d 1, then I \von 't; but it may be we may fee men by 
day, who will be as bad to u~ as thofe lions; Then we 
may gi\·e them the ilioot gun, fays Xury, laughing, make 
them ru11 away; foch Englii11 Xury fpoke by conveding 
among us Oaves. However, I was glad to fee the b,)v 
lo cheerful, and I ga, c him a dram out of our patro1/s 
caCe of bottles, to chear him up. After all, Xury's ad­
, ice was good, and I took it ; we dropp'd our little 
anchor, and lay tlill all night ; 1 fay ftill, for we flept 
11one ; for in two or three hours we faw vaft great crea­
tures, we knew not what to call them, of many forts, 
come down to the fea lliore, and run into the water, \Val­
l_owing and wail1ing them[elves, for the pleaiurc of cool­
rng thcmfelves; and they made foch hideous howlings 
anJ yellings, that I never indeed heard the like. 

Vo r .. 1. B Xury 
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Xury was dreadfully frighted, and indeed fo was I 
too: But \.Ve were both worfc frighted, when we heard 
one mighty creature come hvimmi~g to·,1.·,,nl, our boat; 
we could not fee him, but wt' mii•ht hear him bv his 
blowing, to be ri mo:111:rous, Irng;, , .. nd foriou3 b·caft; 
Xury faid it was a lion, a1:d it might be for ought I 
I know, Poor Xury cried out to me to weigh the anchor, 
and_ row aw.'ly. No, fa_vs I, Xury, \\.e can !l;p our 
c2.bie \\i

1 h a buoy to it, .1w.l go to fra, they cannot fi.11-
Jow us far. l had no froner fai<l ft,, but I perceived 
t 11' creature, whaten:r it w.:s, within t1\ o oars length, 
wht.fh fomething fu:-prizcd me; howcn-r, I immediacc­
Jy il:ept to the cabbin door, and taking up my gun, fired 
at him ; upon which he immediately t:.m/J .. bm1t, and 
fw:im w-wards the fhore again. 

But it was not poilible co delcribc the ho1 r:ble 11oifcs, 
an.i hideous cries and howlings that were nifed, as 
well upon the edge of the fhore, as higher \\ ithin the 
country, upon the noife or report of a R"l!n, a thing • • u 
I have fomc reaion to believe t110fe crc:lt~1,es had never 
heard before. This counnced me, that there \\ as no 
going on fhore for us in the night, upon thc.t coail; 
and how to venture on Jh,Jre in th<.: day, was another 
queftion too; for to have Lllen i:1lo the h:rnds of any cf 
the {avages, had been as b.:d a:i lO Juve ~-• .l~cn into th:: 
pav .. ,s of lions and tigers; at le~dt we were et1ua!ly ap­
prehenfivc of the danger of it . 

Be that as it would, ,vc ,·:ere obl: 6 .:J to go on {hare 
fomewhcre or other for w.1ter, !Jr \\.! had 110~ a pint 
left in the boat, whcri or whe1 e w get to it was the 
point.-Xury faid, if I \\'Ot:L.i !c: h1:~1 go on lhorc with 
one of the jars, he wculd fin--1, if the;e was any ,va:cr, 
and bring fame to me. I afhd him, why he wcui<l go; 
why I !11ould not gr, and he !r..-ty in the boat? The boy 
anfivered with fo much affection, that m.ide me love 
him ever after-Says he, lf wild mans come, they cat 
me, you go \\ay. \Veil, Xury, faid !, w~ will both go, 
and if the wild mans come, we will kill them, they 
fhall eat neither of us .-So I gave Xury a piece of ru!k­
bread to eat, and a dr;,.m ont of our pal ron's cafe of 
bottles, which 1 mentioned b.!forc, and we haled the 
boat in as near the fhore as we thought was proper, 

anJ 
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~nd waded on fhore, carrying nothing but our arms, and 
two jars for water. . 

1 did not care to go out of fight of the boat, feannb 
the coming of the ecrnoes ,vich favaP."es down t11e ri \er: . ._, 
E,1t the bo,,r fcein~ a low olace ab.nit a mile up the 
cou,1try, r:{nb)cd ~it; an·\ by and by 1 faw him come 
rui1:1ing tow:,r,is me: I thought he was purfued by fame 
f::vn<te, or fri 6htcd by Jome wild beaH:, and I ran 
forn. :ll d tcw8rds him, to help him; but when I came 
nurcr to l,im, I faw fom~thin~ h,rn2.·in!! over his fhoul-

• (,.; '-.J,. 0 ... 

<l.rs, wl.1ch \\·:l~ a creature that he haJ fnot, hKe a hare, 
but di,,-::.rent in C'),our, and Jong,•r kgs ; however, we 
were very gbd of it, a,1d it was very gc)Od meat; but the 
trrc.1t joy that poor Xury came with, was to tell me he 
1-:.;i.d found good ,·.:atcr, a:1d had feen no wild mans 

But we found afterwards, that we need not take fuch 
pains for water, for a little higher up the creek \vhere 
we were, we found the water frefh when the tide was 
out, \vhich flows but a little way up; fo we fiiled our 
jars, and fedled on the hare we had kiiled, and pre­
pared to go on our way, having ieen no footfieps of anr 
human creature in that part of the country. 

As I had been one voyage to this coafl: before, I kncv 
very well, that the i!hnds of the Cmaries, and the C: ·~e 
de\. er-., i1:ands al(o, lay r,ot for off from the coafr; rut 
as I !1dd no in!huments to t1i{c an obfe,vation, to kno1.v 
what latitude we ,·,et e in, and did not exacliy know, or ~~t 
1 

,, h I I . ~ 1 • k 1e.11t not rcmun ,er w 1at atttuue tr,cy ,.-ere rn, J new 
not where rn 1 Jok: f, r them, or \\ he 1 to itand off to fo:1 
tow:1rJs th.:m, othc nvilc I might now eafil y have fou:1el 
f~me of t~1efc ifbn_d ,, But my hope .w,,s , that if_l 1lo )d 
a ong th:·; cc;:.il till I came to that part where ti'e E:i­
giiih trJLe<l, I fnould find fome of their veffel:, upon their 
t:,u.il ddig'1 of trade, that would relieve and tak(! us in. 

By tn•~ l·efr of 111)' calculation, that place where I :-10·11 
w ... s, muft be that co,rntq w:lich lying 1Jet\vee11 i.he e::--:­
pc,·c r ot Mornccu's Jominions and the '1egr0es, :ie, 
\\ z..fte ::nJ uninhabited~ cxc.:,p~ by wild b~:.!L; the ne­
g-recs h<'vi l'._'; ~ban<lone<l it, a,1d gone fort!.er fouth, f_ ,­
fe;,r of the Moors; an,i the Moon not thinki 10 it v, 0 • t'i 
in!1:1bicing. by ru,lon of its baHen 1cls; ::i.nl i.i~ eed 0"t· 
fo:ia;.,,ir.g it Gccaufc of the p1u:i_;,io~1s nt1,~!bers o:" ti~ r , 

l) z , 
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lions, leopards, and other furious creatures, which har­
bour there; fo that the Moors ufe it for their hunting 
only, where they go like an army, two or three thoufand 
men at a time ; and indeed for near an hundred miles 
together upon this coaft, we faw nothing but a wafl:e 
uninhabited country by day, and heard nothing but 
howlings and roarings of wild beafts by night. 

Once or twice in the day time, I thought I faw the 
Pico of Teneritte, being the high top of the mountain 
Teneri.fFe, in the Canaries; and had a great mind to 
venture out, in hopes of reaching th1ther; but having 
tried twice, I was forced in again by contrary (vinds, the 
fca alfo going too high for my little veilel; fo I refolvcd 
to purfue my firft defign, and kept along the fhore. 

Several times we were obliged to lai1d for frefh wa­
ter, after we had left this place; and once in particular, 
being early in the morning, we came to an anchor un­
der a little point of land, which was pretty high; and 
the tide beginning to flow, we lay ftill to go farther in. 
Xury, whofe eyes were more about him than it feems 
mine were, calls foftly to me, and tells me> that we had 
heft go farther ott the fhore; for, fays he, look yonder 
lies a dreadful monfter, on the :fide of that hillock, fafl: 
afleep. I looked where he pointed, and faw a dreadful 
monfter indeed, for it was a terrible great lion, that lay 
on the fide of the fhore, under the fha<le of a piece of 
the hill, that hung as it were a little over him. Xury, 
faid I, you fhall go on fhore and kill him : Xury looked 
frighted, and faid, Me kill! he eat me at one mouth, 
one mouthful he meant; however, I laid no more to the 
boy, but bade him be [till, and took our biggefl: gun, 
which was almoft mu!ket bore, and loaded it with a 
good charge of powder, and with t\\o Dugs, and laid ~ 
it down; then I loaded another gun with two bullets, 
and the third (for we had three pieces) I loaded with 
five fmaller bullets. I took the bei1: aim I could with the 
firft piece, to have {hot him in tne head; but he lay fo, 
with his leg raifed a little above his nofe, that the flug 
hit his leg, about the knee, a11d broke the bone. He 
ftarted up, growling at firfi:; but finding his leg broke, 
fell down again, and then got up upon three legs, and 
gave the moft hideous roar that' 1 ever heard. I was a 

little 
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little furprifed that I had not hit him on the head; how­

ever, I took up the fecund piece immediately, and th~' 

he began tv move off, fird again, and fhot him into the · 

he?.d, and had the pleafore co fee him drop, and making 

but iictle noife, he lay il:rnggling for li(e. Then Xury 

took heart, and would have me let him go on fhore: 

Well, go, faid l; fo the boy jump'd into the ,vater, and 

taking the little gun ia one hand, fwam to the !hore 

with the other hand ; and coming clo[c to the creature, 

put the muzz1e of the piece to his ear, and !hot him into 

the head again, which difpatch'd him quite. 
Thi, was game indeed to us, but this was no foo<l; 

anJ I \\ as very f >rry to lofe three charges of powder and 

!hot, upon a cr..!atu:·c that was good for no,hi ng to us.­

lfowcver, Xu,·y faid he ,vould have fomc of him ; fo he 

comes on board, and a{ked me to give him the hatchet. 

For\, :1at, Xurv, faid I. Me cut off his he:1d, 13.id he.­
l·bwevcr, Xur:,, could not cut off his he:tJ, but he cut df 

.1 toJt, and LroJght it wi.th him, and it wa~ a mo:1ftrous 

great one. 
I bethought myfe!f ho,vever, that perhaps the fkin of 

him might one way or other be of forne value to us ; 

and I refolvcd to take off riis {kin, if I c,mld. So Xtn) 
anJ 1 we'1t to wo::k: with him ; but Xury was much the 

better workman r~~ it, for I knew very i:l how to do it. 
ln,it.:ed, it took us up, both, the whole c:8y; L~it at laic 

we f"Ot off rhc hi~i~ f,f him, and fprca.iing it 0.1 the t(,p 

o_f Gttr c;.b1,1, the Lln effu:1,t~Jly dried ic in two days 

tllne, and it aftcnvaids foived me to lie upon. 
Attcr chi~ ilop we made on to the fouthwa::d contint.­

aliy fJr ~en or twelve day~, liYing very fparing1y on our 

provifi,ms, whic11 began to abate very much, and going 

no oftener into the fhore than we were obliged to, for 

frelh water. My J.efign in this was tu make the river 

Ga.nbia or Se,1eg,d, that is to fay, any where about the 

C?ape de Verd, where l ,.,::i.s in hopes to meet with fume 

Eu:-ope.1n !h;p ; and if I did not, I knew not what 

c?urfo I ha-i to take, but to frek for the Ifl:mds, or pc• 

nili thei"e amo,1g the n-egrocs. I knew that all the fhips 

from E.1rope, which fai:'d either to the coail of Guinea, 

or to l::irafil, or to the Eatl-Indies, made this cape, or 

thofe iflands; and, in a word, I put the whole of my 
B l fortune 
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fortune npon this fingie p()int, either th,n I mufl mct..t 
with fome fhip, or mu1t '.")eri.h. 

·when I h:d p~1rfucd this refolutio11 :ibou~ ten davs 
longer, as I faid, I began to fee that the land w.is i;1. 
ha bi reel; ::rnd in two or three place:, .ls we fai 1.:d b·., 
~\•.; r .. w pee,pie iland upon the fhorc t0 10~ ': ::t u,;; ,:1c 
l ,uld ~,jfo perceive they were quite bL:ck, ::ind 1:!rl'" na­
ked. 1 was once incline~ t0 hav.: ;one 0:1 1hon, to tl1em; 
h!.!~ X,u; ,vas my ~ct,er cou,1fel'or, and fai.i tt) me, No 
r,0, no go. However, [ ha cJ i 1 11c .ie:· th~ !hvrc, that I 
.11ight tr!lk to the:n, and I t01nJ they r,~n alo,'6 t,1-.! fhon:! 
by me a good -.vay. l obfet'. cd they had r:o ,v.:aronc; in 
1hcir hands, e):cept one, who had 2. Jong- 1l~nde:r ilid-::, 
\\•hich Xury faid was a lance, and tha.: t.!ey coulct thro\v 
th-?r.1 :1 {;,tat way with good a·rn; fo I kt'pt at a <lif­
t 1:1cC', but taE-:eJ with them b., fiins ,. , \\ell a:; r co·11cl, 
«r1J p11 tic 1:arly made fit-.•1. r: r ;om~,hi ,z ~o cat. 1 hey 
bed:o;~ed to me to itoo mv hPat, ;.i~cl they woL.ld fetch 
In.:! fom•~ mca.:. u _2on· r:1is I Lwe cJ tlie top of ll1Y ra·1, 
a.-,,1 lay by; and rn·o of ~hem r .. n ut) ;ntti the l. !untry, 
and in leL than h:...lf an hour C.l .1..: bad:, and bn,ught 
with th<.:m two piecE..s of dried Helli, and fo·1w corn, foch 
<1~ is the produce of their co:rntry; but \\'l! neither knew 
, ,:mt th-! one or the other was; how_;ver, w.: wer(: will­
ing to accept it. Bit how to come at it wa; our next 
ch!pnte, for I was not for venturing on {hare tu them, and 
they were as much afraiJ of us; but they took a fafe w,ty 
for us all; for they brought it to the fhorc, a 1d laid it 
dov1n, and went and Hood a great way off, till we fetch­
ed it on board, and then came clofe to us aga.in. 

Vie made figns of thanks to them, for we had no­
thing to make them amends ; but an opportunity offer­
ed that very inftant to oblige them wonderfully ; for 
while we were lyi_ng by the fhore, came two mighty 
creatures, one purfuing the other, as we took it, with 
great fury, from the mountains towards the fea; whe- . 
cher it was the male purfoing the female, or whether 
they were in fport, or in rage, we could not tell, any 
more than we could tell whether it was ufual or fl:range, 
but I believe it was the latter, becaufe, in the firJt place, 
thofe ravenous creatures fddom appear but in the 
night; and, in the fecond place, we found the people 

terribly 
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tcuib1y affrighted, efpecially the women. The man that 
Lad tbe lance or dart did not fly from them, but the 
rdt d;d; however, as the t\VO creatures ran direB.Iy into 
the water, they did not feem to offer to fall upon the ne­
groes, but plunged themf"el ves into the fea, and [warn 
abont as if they had come for their diverfion; at lafl: one 
of them ber-::~ to come nearer our buat than I firll: ex-

0 

pec1ed; but I !a•; ready for him; for l had loaded my 
g..11 with all pdiible expe-..ition, and bid Xury load both 
t 11.c -:i:\c-,·s. As f-xrn ~sh~ came fairly within my reach, I 
fi·d, an l !:.1 t him dircEtiv into the head: immediately 
he lunk d0wn into th..",, atei:, but r0!e inH:antly, and plung­
ed up :i.nJ dow I a, ir !1:rn !(Jing t~)r lifo; and fo 111deed he 
'" ~.s; he i m.ncdia·c v 111.Le to the ihore; bn: between 
, l , . , . , . i l ' l i' tn ~ WOMH , \\ ;1;c;1 was 111s morta, rnrt, an CT t 1e uang-

li ng of th! ., a·~r~ he cie\i juft before he r.eac11~J fno:-c. 
f;: is im ·J, 1:!b;c to e"\:;:--refs the a.1:oni!hm~ 1 t of th..-:fo 

1 • • r· d fi ,· r: ,... 
poor ere .~.i:e_; ~it t!""1e no11e an ire or my '-~u 1; 10.:1c or 
them were :·eady eve:1 to die with ftac, and t..:\l dowi1 

a, deaJ wit:1 t ~e \'ery terro;-. But when they fa,v th~ 
Cl"l;! ,lt..:,e <l · J, a•d (u'lk i·1u the \V;.~tcr, and t!:at I mad :~ 
{;.,?n, t1 th-~ra ~:) CO:U.'! to the fl10re, they took hean~ 
a :i Ca'11e to t'1e ;l1ore, an J b=ga:i. to rcarch for the crc2-

L.1re. I fo,.t1 i hi.n D)' h:s blooJ it.iinin•,- the w.1ter, 2.ad 
b 

~ 

y the !1<.:lp of a rJpe, which I :fLm;; roi1.1J him, and 
gave th n.:,:;roc:~ ~J ha:e, rh-:y dr.1ggc.i him on lhorc, 
a,.! Lu:1J tr.:u it wac:: a r.10tt curious leoparJ, fpotted 
a 11 !ine to a i aJm;. ab;e d~'.Tree ,· and the ner-ro:::s held 

:, D 

u_r> t~ t'; r h<'.:1ds •Nith a .:mir~1tion, to thi1 k ,vhat it w:1s I 
ki!leJ :1i .n ,, ith. 

'l lie ot:,cr creature·, frighted with the fl.a(h of fire, 
a id the n->ife of the gua, [warn to the fhore, a'1d ran 
up diret~ly to the mountains from which they came, 
n.,r c-:, uld r, at th::.t di!b.nce, know what it was. I fou'1-l 
quickly the negroes W.!re for eating the A.efh of this 
creature ; fo I was willing to h:i.ve t11em take it as, a 
favor from me, which, when I ma.:le figns to them, 
that they might take it, they were very thankful for. 
Immediately they fell to work with him; and tho' they 
b.d no i<: iit-:_-., yet, with a fharpened piece of wood, they 
took a.IF his fkin as readily, nay much more readily tha11 
we would have done with a knife; they offered me fome 
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o~ th~ fle!h, which I declined, making as if I would 
give 1t them; but made figns for the fkin, which they 
gave me very freely, and brought me a great deal more 
of their provifion, which, tho' I did not underfrand, yet 
I accepted. Then I made figns to them for fome wa­
ter, and held out one of my jars to them, turning its 
bottom upward, to fhew that it was empty, and that I 
\~anted to have it filled. They called immediately to 
fome of their f1·iends, and there came two women, and 
brought a great '\Jeff el made of earth, and burnt, as I f'up­
_pofc, in tne fun; this they fct ciown for me, as before, 
and I fent Xury on fhore ,~ith my jars, and filled them 
all three. The women were as fiark naked as the men. 

I was now furnifhed with roots and curn, fuch as it 
was, and water; and leaving my friendly negrocs, I 
made forward for about eleven days more, without of. 
ferrng to go near the fhore, till I faw the land nm out 
a great lcng--tl1 into the fea, at about the diilance of four 

- 0 

or nvc leagues bcfnre me; and the fea being very calm, 
l kept a Lirge oiE.ng to make this point ; at length, 
doubling the point, at about two ieagues from the land, 
1 faw plainly lanJ on t:1e ot:,e file, to tea-ward, ; then 
I co,1duded, as it was mol1 certain i.1deed, t!,.u this was 
the Cape de Verd, ,.n.J thole the ifland~, called from 
thence, Cape de ·verd i!bnds. Howe, tr, Lncy ,;:ere at 
:i gre,!t <lifbnce, and I could not well tell wh.:tt I had bell 
rn do; for if I fhould be taken with a frcib gale oi wind, 
l might neither rc:1ch one nor Lhe other. 

In this dilemma, as I was very penfive, I frept into 
the cabin, and fct me dJwn, Xury having the helm; 
when on a fudden the boy cried out, lVIafl:er, mailer, a 
fhip was a fail! and the foolilh boy was frighted out of 
his wits, thinking it mufi: needs be fome of his mailer's 
.fhips fent to purfue us, when I knew we were gotten far 
enough out of thei1· reach. I jumped out of the cabiIJ, 
and immediately faw, not o:-ily the i11ip, but what ibewa ,, 
,·iz. that it was a Portuguefe !hip, and as I thought, w.~s 
bound to the co~dl: of Guinea for negroes. But whc:1 lob­
fervcd the courfe !he !leered, I was loon co11Yinced they 
were bound fome other way, and did not defign to go 
any nearer the fhore; upon which I ftrctchcd out to fca as 
much as I coulcll refol-ring tC1 fpeak with them if pollibl~ •. 

Witll 
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With all the fail I could make, I found I fhould not 

be able to come in their way, but that they would he 

o-onc by before I could make any :fignal to them ; but 

:rtcr I haJ crouded to the utmofr, and began to def pair, 

they, it feems, faw me by the help of their perfpective­

glaffes, and that it was fome European boat, which they 

fuppofed muft belong to fome £hip that was loft; fo they 

fhortened fail to let me come up. I was encouraged with 

this, and as I had my patron's enfign on board, I made 

a \Vaft of it to them, for a fignal of diit:refs, and fired a 

gun, both of which they faw; for they told me they faw 

the fmoke, tho' they did not hear the gun ; upon thefe 

:fignals they very kindly brought to, and lay by for me» 

and in about three hours time I came up with them. 

T.hey afked me what I was, in Portuguefe, in Spanifh., 

and in French, but I underftood none of them ; but at 

]aft a Scots failor, who was on boad, called to me, and 

I anfwered him, and told him Twas an Englifhman, that 

had made my efcape out of fiavery from the Moors, at 

Sallee; then they bid me come on board, and very kind­

ly took me in! and all my goods. 
lt was an inexpreffible joy to me, any one will be­

lieve, that I was thus delivered, as I eil:eemed it, from 

fuch a miferable and almoft hopelefs condition as I was 

in; I immediately offered all I had to the captain of the 

{hip, as a return for my deliverance; but he generoufiy 

told me, he would take nothing from me, but that all I 

had ibould be deiivcrcd fafe to me when I came to the 

Brafils; For, fays he, I have faved your life on no other 

terms, than as I would be glad to be faved myfelf, and 

it may one time or other be my lot to be taken up in the 

fame condition; befides, when I carry you to the Brafils, fo 

great a way from your own country, if l fhould take from 

you what little you hare, you wi11 be fl:arved there, and 

then l only take away tnat life l have given. No, no 

Signior Jnglcfe (Mr.Engli01man) I, 'Ould carry you thi: 

ther in charity; and theie things will help you to buy 

your fubfiftence there, and your paffage home again. 

A s he was charitable in this propofal, fo he was ju.ft in 

the performance to a tittle; for he ordered the feamen, 

that none fhould offer to touch any thing I had; then he 

took every thing into his own poffdlion, and gave me 

B 5 back 
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back an . exacl inventory of them, that I m:ght J{avc 
them agam. even fo much as my three earthe:1 jars. 

As to my boat it was a very good one, and that he 
fa:v, and told me he would buy it of me for the fhip'9 
uie, and afked me what l would have for it. f col<l him 
he had been fo generous to me in every thing, that I 
could not offer to make any price or the boat, but left it 
entirely to him; upon \-i.,·hich he told me he would give_ 
me a note ofhis hand to pay me 80 pieces of eight for it 
at Brafi.l; and when it came there, if any one offered ta 
give more, he would make it up. He offered me alfo 60 
pieces of eight more for my boy Xury, which I was loath 
to take; not that I was unwilling to let the captain have 
him, but I was very loath to fell the poor boy's liberty, 
who had affiiled me fo faithfully in procuring my owno 
However, when I let him know my rcafon, he own'd it 
to be jufl-, and offered me this medium, that he would 
give the boy an obligation to fet him free in ten years, 
it he turned ChriHian. Upon this, and Xury faying he 
\\ \villing to go to him, I !et the captain have him. 

VI e had a very good voyage to the llrafils, and arrived fo th~ bay de Todos los Santos, or All Saints Bay, in 
about 22 days after. And now I was once more delivered 
from the mofi: miferable of all condition of life; and what to (!o next with myfelfI was to confider. 

The generous treatment the captain gave me I Gt 1 
ne\'er fofficicntly remember; he would take nothing of me for my paffage, gave me ZJ Jucats for the leopard's ikin, and 40 for the_lion's fkin? which ! haJ in the bioat; 
and c.aufcd eve;-y tlu ng I had rn the fh· ~ t~ be pur:_cLual­Jy tldivucd me; and what I was w1llrng to iell he 
bought; fucl1 as the cafr of bottles,_ two of my guns, and 
a piece of the lump of bee:-wax, for I had made_ candles_ 
of the ref!:; in a word, I made about 2 30 pieces of 
eight of aH my cargo, and \\ ith this fleck I went on fhor .:! in the Urafils. 

I h.!J not bee11 long here, but being recommended to 
the lioul~ c,f 1 good h~neft mai: like himfel_f, who had an 
inJenio, a, ~ht.'y call H, ~hat 1s, a _plan:atwn, and _a fu­
&«r-h0ufo, 1 ii\·ed with 1111:1 fome time; and ~c9ua1.nce.l my{df, by that means, with ~h~ rn.rnner of their p~ar.t­h a'1d mr.k; ng fugar ; a,1d kc111g how well the plant· ~ c~ 
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ers lived, anJ how they grew rich foJJenly, I refolved, 

if I <.:0,1 1~ gc: a licence to fettle there, I would tur.1 

pi, .• vmg them; refolvi.1~, in the meari ti me, to 

find , ,, l '?Y. to ~et my money whicn 1 h.:d icft i11 

Lr·, 1 r ,; :,•~ 1 tom~. To this purpofe, g::t~ing a kind 

of ,i ~~-, • • .i ura· .za io,1, l purcna{ed as muc:1 land 

th.:i: w. u . · ', a, m-. mo'ieY woulJ reach; and formed 

a p a,1 tor •· y i': 1--tti~.1 an...i 1~alemcnt, and foe\ a·.1 one 

as m1g:1c b~ 1•.:t l,1 , to the {l:Jc~ which I prop,ifeJ to 

myfeli to r, c::.: ve 1;0m E.1gland. 
I h1•1 a ne1ghbou;·, ~ PorLugucfe of Lifbon, but born 

of E 1glifn parents, whofo name was \Vells, and in much 

fuch c1rcum1l:ance; a, l was. I call him neighbour, be­

caufe his p,arntion lay next to mine; and we wc:nt on 

very foc1a0ly .t,1gether; my froc'~ was but low, as well 

as his ; anJ we r..1.1 her plan.eJ for food than any thing 

elfe, for about two years. f-lJwcver we began to increafe, 

and our b.nJ b.!~a,1 to c0rne into order ; fo that the 

tliird year we p'.3. 1ted fome tobacco, and made each of 

u:; a large pi~cc vf ground rraJy for pl?.nting canes in 

the year t) come ; bu:: w~ both wanted help ; an.::i now 

1 founJ more t.1.u before, l ha<l done wrong in parting 

with my bo,1 Xury. 
But, a'..u ! form,.:: to do wrong that never did ri~ht, 

was no great w0nder; l had no remedy but to go vn ; 

I was gotten into an cmploymeat quite r-!mote to my 

genius, an~ dir..?dly contrary to the life I <.kli~hteJ in, 

and tor w:11ch I fortook 1ny father's houfe, and broke 

thro' all hi, good advice: Nay, I was comi 1g into the 

very middle !ration, or upper degree of low iife, whicl1 

my father advilcd me to before, and which if 1 refolved 

to go on with, I might a~ well have ftaid at home, and 

never fativued myfdf in the world, as 1 have d<>nc; and 

I ufeJ o:~en tu fav to mrfe'.f, I could have C:0,1•: thi, 

as well i 1 England .'m0ng ~y friend 3, as ha Ye gone 500.J 

mile~ off, to do it amo,1g ihangers and favag-.:s in a wil­

<lcrnefs, a:1<l at fuch a Jillance :1.s never to he.tr ;:om anv 

par~ oft~ e world, that h td the leafl: knowldg~ of me: 

In this manne!· I uicJ to look t10011 my condition. 

with the utmolt rcbret. I had nubociy to co'11Vt';fe with 

but J1'),V ,u l t.1..:.1 ti i;, nvig!:bour; nu \'Wrk to ... e do.1e 

Lut bythe!.i.brn: 1..f.nv 'u i<l,; and I u.i,;.J to ;J.v, 11:.,·,:d 
. B 6 . j 1.l 
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juft like a man caft away upon fomc dcfolatc iflanJ, that 
had nobody there but himlelf: But how j uH h,.::; it been,­
and how !hould all men reflect, that when they compare 
their prefent condition with others that arc worfe, hea­
ven may oblige them to make the exchange,and be con -
vrnced of their former felicity, by their experience! I 
faw how juft it has been, that the truly folitary life I re­
flected on in an ifland, or mere defolation, fhould be 
my lot, who h~-..d fo oti:en unj,1flly compared it with the 
life which I then led, in whi(h, had I conti ,rned, I had, 
in all probability, been exceeding profpcrous and rich ! 

I was in fome degree fettled in my meafures for carry­
ing on the plantation, before my kind frjend th!."! cap­
tain of the fnip that took hie up at foa, went back; for 
the 1hip remained there in providing her loading, and 
preparing for her voyage, near three month~ ; when 
teHing him what little frock I had left behi1id me in 
London, lw gave me this frienJly and fincere ac.vice : 
Signior lnglefe, fays he (for fo he dw:.ys called me) if 
you will give me letters, and a procuration here, in form 
to me, with orders to the perfon who has your money in 
London, to fend your effc.ds to Lifbon, to fuch pcrfons 
as I fhall diretl, and in fuch goods as are proper for this 
country I will bring you the produce of them, Go-1 will­
ing, at my return ; but fince hum211 <tffairs are all fub­
ject to changes and difafters, I would have you give orders 
but for tool. fterling, which you fay is half your ftoJkj 
and let the hazard be run for the firft; fo that if it 
comes fafe, you may order the reft the fame way; and 
if it mifcarries, you may have the other half to have re­
courfe to for your fopply. 

This was fuch wholefome advice, and look'd fo friend. 
ly, that I could not but be convinced it was the belt 
courfe I could take; fo I accordingly prepared letters to 
the gentlewoman with whom I had left my money, and a 
procuration to the Portuguefe captain, as he defircd. 

I wrote the Englin1 captain's widow a ftJlJ account 
of all my aciventu1es, my .flavery, efcape, and how I 
had !'net with the Portugal captain at fea, the humanity 
of his behaviour, and what condition I was now in, 
with all other necdfary direcriqns for my fupply ; 
and when this hone.fl: captain came to Liibon, he found 

means 

• ... 
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1i1eans, by fame of the Englifi1 merchants there, to fend 
over not the order only, but a full account of my fiory 
to a merchant at London, who prefented it efFecl:ually to 

her; ,vhereupon, {he not only delivered the money, but 
out of her own pocket fent the Portugal captain a ,,ery 
handfome prefent for his humanity and charity to me: 

The merchant in London vdled this I ool. in Engli!h 
goods, foch as the captain had written for; fent them 
diretlly to him at Li!bon, and he brought them all fafe to 
me to the Brafils; among which> without my direction 
(for I was too young in my bu4nefs to think of them) 
he had taken care to have all forts of tools, iron-work, 
and utenfils nece.ffary for my plamation, and which were 
of great ufe to me. 

When this cargo arrived I thought my fortune made, 
for I was furprized with the joy of it; and my good ilew­
ard, the captain, had laid out the 51. which my friend 
had fent him for a prefent for himfelf, to purchafe, and 
bring me over a fervant under bond for fix years fcr­
vice; and would not accept of any confidcration, except 
a little tobacco, which l would have him accept, being 
of my own produce. 

,. Teither was this all; but my -goods.bei!'lg all Engli!h 
manufacl:ures, fuch as cloth, ftuff, ~and things par­
ticularly valuable and defi.rable in the country, 1 found 
means to fell them to a very great advantage ; fo that I 
may fay, I had more than four times the valuP. of my firft 
cargo, and was now infinitely beyond my poor neigh­
bour, l mean in the advancement of my p :a11tatio11; for 
the fidt thing I did, I bought me a • 'tg:-o il ave , and an 
European forvant alfo; I mean another befi.L1es that which 
the cr.ptai n brought me from Li!brm. 

But as abufed pro!perity is oftentimes made the very 
means of our great Jt adverfay, fo \\ as it with me. I 
went on t:1e next year with great fuccefs in my plantc1.­
tion; I raifed 50 great rolls of tobacco, on my own 
ground, more than I had d if pofed of for nccdfaries 
among my neighbcurs; ar,d th·~fe 50 rolls bli .1g each 
of above t 0010. weight, were \\ ell cured, and ~,li.<l hy, 
agaimt the return of the fleet from Lifbon. And now 
increafing in buunefs aDd wea ,th, my head began to be 
full cf projects and undertaking~ beyond my reach ; 

foch 
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fuch as are indeed often the ruin of the beft heads in 
bufineh. 

Had I continued in the .fl:ation I was now in, I had 
room for all the happy things to 11ave yet befallen me, 
for wnich my father fo earncftly recommended a q.1iet 
retired iife, and wnich he had fo fe.1fibly defcribed the 
mictdle itation of life to be full of; b.Jt other things 
attended me, and r was il:ill to be the wilful agent ok all 
my own miferies: and particL1larly to increafo my faults., 
and Jouble the rt BeB:ions upon m: fdf, which in my fu­
ture farrows I fhould have leifore to make ; all thefe 
mifrarriage~ \Vere procured by my apparent obitinate 
a·1hering to my foolilh inclination ot wandering abroad; 
and purfoing that inclination, in contrauiffon to. th'.! 
cleare!l: Yiews of doing myfeif good in a fair and plain 
purfuit of thofe proiped:s, an(: thofo meafores of life, 
which nature and providence concurred to prefent me 
with, and to make my dury. 

As I had once done thus in breal:in6 away from my 
parents, fo I could not b(.! co 1tent now, b: . .lt I mule gu 
and leave the happy Yiew I ha-1 of being a ric;1 and 
thriving man in my new planrnti n, only to purfuc a 
rafh and immoderate defi.rc of ri:ti1g fafrcr than Ule n~­
ture of the thing admitted; and thus I Call rnyfe.f down 
again into the deepeil: gulph 01_. huma•1 mifory that e\'cr 
man fell into, or perhaps c0u!d be confi.!knt with life, 
and a i1:ate of health in.the wcrld. 

To come then by juI'c degre~s to the particulars of 
this part of my Hory; you may foppofe, th:it ha'.'ing 
now lived almoft four years in tne Brafi.ls, and beginnin~ 
to thrive and prolper very well upon my plantation, I 
had not only learned the language, but had contracted 
acquaintance and friendfhip among my fedow planters 
a& well as among the me1chant at~t. SalvaJon., \ h'ch 
was our port'; and that, in my ddcourfe amu 1g them, 
I had frequent!y given them an re.count of my two \OY­
ap-es tu the ce1fr of Guinea, the ma11r.er cf trading with 
the Negroe. there, and how eaf_.; it was to purchaie t11-on 
the coalt, for rrific::. (luch a::. beJds, toys, knives, kiff1.- , 
hatchets, bit.; of glafs, and the like) nut only g0ld duit, 
Guinea grains, e.ephants teeth, &.c. b,H N~gwe:i fqr tile 
fervice of the Brafi.::., in great nm11b.:r:i. 

The/ 
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'fhey liftened always very attentively to my difcourfes 
on thefe heads, but efpecially to that part which related 
to the buying Negroes, which was a trade at that time not 
only not far entered into, but, as far as it was, had been 
carried on by the Aflientos, or permiffion of the king of 
Spain and Portugal, and cngroifed in the public frock ; 
fo that few Negroes \Vere bought, and thofe exccffive dear. 

It happened, beiag in company one day with fomc 
merchants and planters of my acquaintance, and t~Jking 
of thofe things very earneftly, three of them came to me 
the next morning, an(l told me, they had been muling 
very much upon what r had diicouried of with them the 
laft night, and they came to make a frcret propofal to 

me; and, after enjoining me fecrecy, they told me that 
th~y had a mind to fit out a ihip to go to Guinea; that 
they had all plantations as well as I, and were fl:reight­
ened for nothing fo much as fervants; that as it ,, as a 
trade that could not publicly fetl the Negroes when they 
came home, fo they defired to make but one voyage, 
to bring the Negroes on fhore privately, and divide them 
among their own plantations; and, in a word, the queJ­
tion was, whether I would go their fupercargo in the 
ihip, to manage the trading part upon the coaH of Gui­
nea? And they cffere<l me, that I rnould have my equal 
fhare of the Negroes, without providing any part of the 
Hock. 

This was a fair propofal, it mufi be confeffed, had it 
been made to any one that had not had a fettlement and 
plantation of his own to look after, which was in a fair 
way of comi_ng to be very confidcrable, and with a good 
Hock upon lt, But for me, that was thus eftabli.fhed, 
and had nothing to do but go on as I had begun for three 
or four years more, ancl to have fent for the other 1 ool ... 
from Fngl:md, and who in thc1.t time, and with that litt!~ 
additior., could fcarce have failed of beiBg \,od1 3 or 
4000!. fterling. ana that inc1 eafing too; for me ~o think 
of fuch a voyage, was the moH: prepo!lcrous thinri- that 
ever man, in iuch circumHances, could be guilty it. 

But 1, that was born to be ny own deib-oye:·, could 
no more refill the crfrr, th.1.1 I rnuld rell:,aia my fird: 
ram1Jfo1g defigns, when my hnher's r,ood connfid was 

loft 
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loft upon me. In a wor:.i, I told them I would go with 
all my heart, if they woul<l U1h.1ertake to look after my 
plantation in l!1Y abfcnce, and .vould. difpofe of it to 
fuch as I lhould ciirtCt, if I m1fcarried. This they all 
engaged to do, and entered into v.:riting5, or co~·enants, 
to do {o; and I made a formal will, diij)Ofing of my 
plantatton and crfecb, in cafe of my death, making the 
captain of the {hip that had faved my life, as before, 
my univerfal heir, but obliging him to difpoie of my ef­
fects as I ha<l directed in my will ; one hdf of the produce 
being to nunfdf, and the other to be fhipped to England. 

In fhorr, I took all poffible caution to prc1erve my 
effects, and to keep up my plantation. Had I ufed half 
as much prudence to have looked into my own intereft, 
and have made a judgment of what 1 ought to have 
done, and not to have done, I had certainly never gone 
away from fo profperous an unJertaking; leaving all the 
probable views of a thriving circumftance, and gone up­
on a voyage to fea, attended with all its common ha­
zards ; to fay nothing of the reafon3 I had to expect 
particular misfortunes to myfelf. . 

But I was hurried on, and obeyed blindly the diclates 
of my fancy, rather than my reafon: and accord­
ingly thr fhip being fitte~ out, and the cargo finifhed, 
and all things done as by ag1 eement, by my partners in 
the voyage; I went on hoard in an evil hour again, the 
111 of September, 1659, being the fame day eight years 
that 1 went from my father and mother at HuJl, in order 
to act the rebel to their authority, and the fool to my 
own intereft. 

Our fuip was about 120 Tons burthen, carried fix 
guns and fourteen men, befiJes the mafi:er, his boy, 
and ID) felf: \Ve had on bl ard no la , ge cargo of goods, 
except foch toys as were fit for our traJe wnh the 
Negroes ; !uch as beads, b ts ot g lals, fhelb, and oJ<l 
tri t-l es; cfpeciallv little Juoking-glaffes, knives, fcif­
far", h.,tchcts, an i the like. 

The fame <lay I went on board, we fet fail, fianding 
away to the m,rthward upon our own coafts, with 
defign to fl:retch over for the African coaft, when they 
came in about 1 o or I z degrees of northern 'ati-

• tude; which, it fc.ems, was the manner of tneir courfe 
In 
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in thofe days: we ha3. very good weather, only exccf­

fivc hot, all the way upon our own coaft, tili we came 

to the height of Cape St. Auguitino; from whence keep­
ing farther off at fea, we loft fight ofland, and il:eered as 

if we were bound for the ifle Fernand de Noronba, hold­

ing our courfe N. E. by :r--i. and leaving thofe ifles on 

the EafL In this courfe we paffed the line in about 12 

days time, and were by our lafi obfervation in 7 de­

grees 22 min. northern latitude, when a violent tor­

na<lo or hurricane took us quite out of our knowledge • 
it began from the fouth-eafr, came about to the north­

wdl:, and then fettled in the north-eafi:, from whence 

it blew in fuch a terrible manner, that for 1 2 days to­

gether, we could do nothing but drive; and fcudding 

away before it, let it carry us wherever fate and the 

fury of the winds directed; and during the!e I 2 days I 
need not fay, that I expecl:e<l every day to be [wallowed 
up, nor did ,my in the fhip expect to fave their lives. 

In this <lifirefs we had, be:fides the tenor of a ftorm, 

one of our men died of t~.e calenturc, and a man and a 

hoy wal11ed ovcr-bear<l. About the 1 zth d,,)', the wca­

c;,'-=r nb.tting .t little, the 1112.il:er made an ob1ei vatiun as 

,,:ell as he could, and found that he was in about 11 de­
grees of north latitudt:, but that he was 22 (:ep;rces of 
L.:mgi:ucJe difference \\ eft from Cape St. /\t16nfl:ino, fo 

th:n he fc.und he was gotten upon the coal1 d Guiana.\ 
< r the ncrth r~rt of Braii.i, beyond the river Amaz.o'1cs, 

,~w..irds that of the river Orooi1cque, co:::mo·,ly caLcd 
the Great River; and 1'0\\ he be'-,,m .o coniuit ,,ith me 

what cuurfe he fhould td~c; for the fhip was le.iky, and 
Yery much d112b,ed; a:id he was for going diru:tly back 

to the coail or Bra,1 I. 
1 w,is pofiti, dy againfl: that, and, looking over the 

chart~ or LLe lea coa!t of .'\meric:: \\1th him, we cqncluded 
there \\ a-; no inhabiteJ count. v for t.::- to ha vc rrcourfe 
ro, t ii, , e came w~thm tr.c circ'e uf tLe t·anbbe I H:1rnh; 

and therefore relol ve<l to iland aw.w for Barbaboes, which 
by keeping off at lea, to avoid the in<lraoght of the 

b:l)' or gu!ph of Mexico, we might cafrly pcdorm, as we 
hoped, in about fifteen Jays iail; whcr<:as we could 
not poHibly make our voya?e to the co~il of Africa, 
without fomc afEilaace both to our ihi p and to ourkh·es. 

\Vith 
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\Vith this defgn we chang~J our courfe, and ilcerecf zway :--1.\V. by \V. in order to reach fame of our En­

g;ifh i11ant.:~, wh;,·e r h0p.:d for ;-eli_;f; but our vopge 
was othenvi'e c.1tt~rmin ... 2 ; f,,r, being in the latitude of 
12 deg. 18 min. a f'econ~; 1'orm came u1 art uc;, which 
carried Lls a\vay wiL11 the! tame impctu,liity wdl,vard, 
~nd drove L~, fo ouc of the verv w:i.v of all ;,lltlH.n com­
merce, th~t l .1d all our li I.!~ ·h~f'n

1 

frved, ;15 to the fra, 
\ e .,'lre ratner in <la•1~cr c•f bt i ,g L, ,ur-:J uy f"'v' gc·, rhtm ever returnii,g to oui- own cou.1try. 

ln t;1i:; ddlrt..1s 0 tne wind Hii. blowing v 1 ;- Ji,,rd, one 
of our men, e.1rly one m0rnino- cried o:..t !a ... d; <'rid 
we had no foo11er run out of th·~ cabin to look out, i 11 h0pes of freing whereabouts in the ,·.(,r\l •,. ~ wci ~, buc 
t11e Jhip lhuck upon a Li'1J, aid in a moment, n~r mo• 
tion bting fo flopped, the fea broke over he; 1,1 fuca 1 
m 111ner .hat we expecl:eJ we 01ould all h ... ,,c rC?riL 't. 1m • 
mediately; and we were ~,·en driven i:1to our ·u r; ll .. 1.·• 
t~n,, tv !h-..:tc:r JS fro1:1 r!1e very foam .. :id fpray r fchc: .e.!. 

I: is r_ot e.i ·.,, for a 1y c ne, w:10 h;.s no. e~.1 h ch..: like cond:t;o:1, tJ Jef-:rih.! or c•)1ce:ve the co:fl: ma io1 
of men in iuch circum,h lees ; we k'lew noc· i 1,; w ere 
we were, or up Hl what land it was w~ w.?r-: ri en, 
\vhether an if1 rnJ or tb~ main, wh,'ti1er i.1:1ab ~~ I or 
not inhaJitcJ: ;1nJ, a, the ra 'e of t1.! win.l \\a, i1:11 
great, though rather !ef.3 tlnn ;t fid, w-: cuu·d 1 t f'> 
much a, hope to have the {h;p hn!J m 111/ :11inu e; w;rh­
out breaking ·n piece,, u:1lc,s the winds, by a ~i d (If 
miracle, thould tur,1 imm-:Jiately about In a ·vord, 
we fat Joo.~ins one upo 1 a,,other, a 1,·l e:<rctl:i 1g drnth 
every moment, a 1J every man acrng a,:co.-Jin•• l 1', as 
preparing for a,1 ,ther w Jr!J; fi,r tnei e w ,s lit de or 
nothing more for us to do in this : that which was 
o,1r prefent comfort, and all the comfort we had, wa~, 
tha~, contrary to our cxpd:1ttio·1, the tbip <liJ not 
break yet, and that the matle.r faid the w.ind beg:rn to abate. 

Now, though we thought that the \vind <liJ a little 
abate, y~t the !hip having thu., fir cl: upon tl~e fa.nd, 
211J .ticking too fa,t for us to cxp.?cl: her gcttmg off, 
W.:! were in a dreaJfal condition indeed, and had no- -
thing to do but to think of faving our 1i ves as well as 

we 
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wr co.1ld. \Ve ha~l a boat at our itern , juft before the 
iumn; but .fhc was fir{l: fhved by dafhing againft the 
1:11p's rud.kr, ::ud in the next p: 01ce ihe broke aw:iy, 
r.nd cic:.er funk, or w:,s d,ive,1 off to (ea. fo there was 
no 1102e fru1n her; \V c had another boat on board, but 
hJ v to ~et ;1er off into the fra was a doubtful thi:1g; 
h,me\-cr, t!lcre was no room tv debate; for we fa'1cied 
ti,e ihip would break i,1 pieces every minute ; and fomc 
tc.lJ U5 fhe was actually broken already. 

[n t]1is di!l:,tL the mate cf :,ur veffel lavs hold of the 
b0,1t, and with the hc,p oft 1e rd} of tl:e ~1en, they got 
l.e, fl1rn 0(r over tne mi )'s fid..:, and P-ctti111r a:l into her, 

.. V ,._--, 

kt go, anJ com mitred ourieives, bein')' eleven in n:rn1-
.::, 

her, to GoJ's rne1 cyan l ti1e \\ il .i fe,t ; foi" though the 
ilo,m was abatcJ co.ifid~rnbly, yet the fe.:1. went dread­
fJ:iv . i_rr.1 upo.1 the ihore, and might well bt. ca.led Den 
wilJ Z~c, as the Dutch cali the ica in a ikrm. 

Aul ih).'✓ our cctle w2.s \'Cl"j' C:~linal i,1cte2<l; tor \,.:e :.tH 
~ • • 1 1 I · ' . . ' I b 1c1w p,arn:y, l!1,lt t1c i::a wc11t h .:1g1, tnat t1e O,t: 
culJ not cicapc, an.I t 1:,:r V.'-.! 1::0 • .ld oe inevit.:bly 2r ,.vn­
rd. As to m,tking fail, \1:e had. none, nor, i .. w~ had, 
ccul.l we ha·,•e Jo:· .:.1_, t.;: 1g \'.<th it; iO we \,or: ... eJ ~c 
tl--.<:: o:u toward5 t'.,; Ld, ., thcegh with heavy :,carts, like 
nH::1 going to cxcc..itio.1; f,.:r we all k.nev:, th~.t \Vhea 
the bo.tt umc near t1,e Clure, fhe wouid be dallied in a 
thou1·,tnd pieces by the breach of the fea. Ho-.•,"! ,er, 
,:e committed our fouL to God in the mofc c:-,rnell: man­
ner, and the wird t1riring us towards the fhore, we 
hal!eneJ our C.:cih.ict:;0;1 Yvi~n c~r own h.1:H.ls, p11lli,1g, ,:, 
\\ cu as we could, to . ..-&nb i .11,ll. 

\V'hat the ihore ,, a'>, whe:her roc-k. or fond, wl1eth,_r 
fieep or i1io2.l, we :rnew not; the only hope that COLild 
rationally give us the leal1: fha<low of expectation, was, 
if W:.! might happen into fome Bay or Gulph, or the 
r;.ou·i1 of fome river, where by great c.hance we mighc 
h,1Ve run our boats in, or got under the lee of the land; 
and perraps made Cmooth water . But there was r,othing 
of this appc.a.t:J; but as we maue nearer and nearer 
the ihorc, the land looked more frightfd th,;.n the 
ka. 

After we ha<l rowed, or rather driven, about a lc:1.g uc 
and a half~ as we reckoned it, a ragillg wave, molUl•• 

ta1n-
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tain-like, came rolling a.CT:ern of us, and plainly bid Ll!> 

expetl: the Coup de Grace. ln a worJ, it took us with 
fuch a fury, that it overfet the boat at once, and fepa­
rating us a~ well from the boat as from one another, 
gave us not time harJl y to fay, 0 God ! for we were all 
fwallowed up in a moment 

Nothing can defcribc the confufion of thought ,vhich 
I felt when I funk into the water; for tho' I fwam \'ery 
well, yet I could not deliver myfelf from the waves fo 
as to draw breath, till that wave having driven me, or 
rather carried me a va!l way on towards the fhore, and 
having fpent itfclf, went back, and left me upon the 
land a ,m~A dry, but half dead with the water l took 
in: I 11: ,i fo much prefr:nce of mind, as w-:,1 as breath 
left, that feeing mvfdf nearer the main land than l ex. 
peB:ed, I got u'pon· my feet, and endeavouring to make 
on towards the land, as fall as I could, beJo1·e ano,her 
wave .fho~:J return, and take me up ag,tin. Bt.t l fo,m 
founG it was impoffible to avoid it, for f fow the fca 
com .. ,!ttcr me :i.s r.igh as a g1 eat ;1ill, and as foriuus as 
an e.,c,.1ny, whkh l had no mC"ans or ihengti, to contend 
with; m_y 6ufincfs was to holc1 my hreatl~ and raife my­
felf upon ti1e water, if I could, anJ f0 by f\vimming to 
preferve my breathing. and pilot myfelf towards the 
flrnre, if poffible; my greatefr concern now being, that 
tnc wave, as it \\ould carry me a great w 1y towards the­
fhore when it came 0 '1, might not carry me back again 
with it, · .. !1en it t•.,v1 L,,,ck to,vards the fea. 

The wave that' cam..: upon me again, buried me at 
once zo or 30 ke~ J ·cp in its own body, and I could 
feel m}·te .. c .. rritJ with a mi2nty rorc.: and fw:ftnefs 

0 • 

toward~ the lhurc, a \'ny great ,vay; but I helJ my 
breath, · '1d ailifl:ui mv.elt ro iwim fl.ill forward with 
all n:y mi_'.'"Jlt. 1 wa~ ;·eady lo burJl with holding my 
hre,1th, \\';1c11, a, I Jound r::1ylclf rifi:1g up, fo, to my 
in11:1cdi,ne relier, l found my hea-i and ha .ids 1-toot 
out auove the Lirfac..: of the water; and though it was 
not twu {econd.:i of time that l coulJ keep myfelf fo, 
yet i l relievec, rn,.. greatly, gave me breath and new 
coura·1 c. I was covered a'rain with water a good 0 0 

whi;e, bnt not lo long but I held it out, and finding the 
water had fpent itielf, and began to return, I ihuck 

forward 

I· 
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forward againi!: the return of the waves, and felt 
ground again with my feet. I .fiood frill a few moments 
to recover breath, and till the waters went from me, and 
then I took to my heels, and ran with what frrength I 
had, farther towards the fhore. But neither would this. 
deliver me from the fury of the fea, which came pour­
ing after me again, and twice more I was lifted up by 
the waves, and carried forwards as before, the fhore be­
ing very flat. 

The laft time of thefe two had well near been fatal 
to me; for the [ea, having hurried me along as before, 
landed me, or rather dafhed me, again.ft a piece of a 
rock, and that with fuch force, as it left me fenfelefs, 
and indeed helplefs, as to mine own deliverances; for the 
blow, taking my fi e and breaft, beat the breath as 
it were quite out of my body; and had it returned again 
immediately, I mufr have been ftrangled in the water; 
but I recovered a little before the return of the waves; 
~nd feeing [ fhould be covered again with the water, I 
refol ved to hold fail by a piece of the rock, and fo to 
hold my breath, if pofiit)le, till the \.\ a\ e went back. 
Now as the waves were not fo high as at firft, being 
near land, I kept my hold till the waves abated; and 
then fetched another run, which brought me fo near the 
Ihore, that the next wave, tho' it went over me, yet 
did ·not fo [wallow me up, as to carry me awa;; and the 
next run I took, I got to the main land, where, to my 
great comfort, I clambc.:reJ up the clifts of the fhore, and 
fat me down upon the grafs, free fiom danger, and '}uite 
ont of the reach of the water. 

I was now landed, and fafe on fhore, an<l began to 
look up an<l thank God, that my life was faved in a 
cafe wherein there was, fame minutes before, fcarce any 
room to hope. I believe it is impofiible to expre/5 to 
the lite, what tht: cxtafi:!s and tranfrorts of the foul 
are when it is fo faved, as I may fay, out of tne very 
gravt!; and I do not wonder now at tnat cuilom, viz. 
'l'h:lt when a malefactor, who has the halter a1Jout his 
neck, is tieJ ..:p, and juil: going to be rnrned off, and 
ha::. a reprieve brought to him ; I fay, 1 do not won­
der, that they bring a furgeon with it, to let him bloo<l 
that very moment they tell him of it, that the furprife 

may 
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mw not drive the animal fpirits from the heart, and 
o;;~rwhelm him. 

For Jiddenjo__"s, like griefs, confound at jirji. 

I walked about on the fl1orc, lifting up my hands, 
and my whole being, as I may fay, wrapt up in the 
co.1temr'1lation of my deliverance, making a thonfand 
gei1ure;, and motions, which I cannot deCcriLe, rcfle~ting 
upon all my comrndes that were drowned, and that there 
fhould not be one foul faved but myfelf; for as for them, 
l never fa·.>: them afterward~, or any fign of them, ex­
cept three of their h«ts, one c,1p, .. nd t\\O fhoes, th~.t 
wer~ n1Jt fr·l lo·,\·s. 

I c,1.ft 111v eyes to the ftr,rnde<l ,·dfel, when the brea-ch 
and troth ~t the fra being fo big, I could hardly fee it, 
it Ly fo far off; and confidere<l, Lord! how was it poffi­
ble I could get 011 f11ore. 

After l had folaccd my mind with the comfortable 
pcirt of my condition, I began to look: round m..:, to fee 
what kind of pl::ce I was in, and \\ hat wa3 the next to 
h~ done; and I foon found my comforts abate, :.nd that, 
in a worJ, 1 had a dreadful deliverance ; for I wa~ wet, 
haJ no cl0,nhs to 1b1ft me, nor ;,ny thing either to eat 
or drim:, to cc mro,t me; neither <lid I fre any Fro:pecl 
befo,·e me but that of peri!hiug \Vi th hunger, or being 
devoured by wil. l beafis : A.nd :hat which was particu­
lar y :::ttlicting to n:c was, tlwt l h:id no w~·apo;1 tither to 
hu11t c,r kiil any creature for my fpfle 1ance, or to Jcfond 
myfolf :,gain ft ~•n~· otl1er creature th, t mig11t defire to kiil 
me 1or theirs. ln a word, I Lad noth:ng about me but a 
knife, a wbacco pipe, and a :iale tobacco in a box; this 
wac; a:I my pro\'ifion, an<l this threw me into terrible 
agonies of mind, that for a,, :1ile l ran ,,bvut like a 
m..i<lm::i.n. Night coming t,p 11 me, I bcr:an \\ ith an 
he,n y heart, to c<;nfi ier ,-. hat woul 1 be my lot, i!- there 
were· any ravenous beafis in frat er urtry, {eeing at night 
thev :i.lwavs com~ 1bro:'.c1 for th ·i ~ prq. 

,\II the remedy th:1t off:red to my th0nghts at that 
time w,,s, to get np into a thick bufhy tree like a fir, 
lrnt thorny, W1'ich ~~rew near n e, and w;1ere I refoh·cd 
ro fit atl night, :i:1d coniitkr t!.c next day what death 

I 
.. 
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I {houid die; for, as yet, I faw no pro!pc:c1: of life. I 
walked about a furlong from the fhorc, to fee if 1 could 
find any frcfh water to drink, w,,ich I did to my great 
jo)'; and kn ing c!r~rnk, and pu~ a littie tobacco in my 
rno~th, to prevent hunger, I went to the tree; and, 
getting up into it, enc.!cavourccl to pi ace myfelf fo, as 
that, it I !hould ikep, I might not fall ; and, having 
cut me a flwrt Hick like a truncheon, for my defence, I 
took up my lodging; and h:i.ving been cxceffively fa­
tigued, I fell faft afleep, and Hept ~5 comfortably as I 
believe few could ha\'e done in my condition ; and 
found myfelf the moil rcfr fhed with it, that I think I 
ever was o 1 fuch ~.n occafion. 

\Vhen 1 a \·a!,.ed it was broad day, the weath':!r clcar, 
and t i e Honn abated, fo that the fca diJ not rage and 
iwcll as before: But that which forpri:eJ me n-:.ot} wa,;, 
that tt.c t:1i_p w~.s lifted o~· in the night, from the far:cl 
wl.erc fl1e ,a·:, by the {w J1ing of the ticic, and ,v.,s 
d ri,·cn up ali~(1it ~{s far a~ tue ;ock, which l firit rnen­
tio11d, wnere l h«d been fo bruifod by tlie daf1;ng me 
a gai1.itit; thi-. bLin~ \\ithin about a miicfrom thefoore 
,\here I \, .t~, a~,J th~ !hip fee:ming to lhnd up Hill, I 
w11h ~: my!cli 0:1 b, a id, th;,t ac kair, i might iave fo.:ne 
necclTary th;ng:; for my ufe. 

\.Vt1cn J came tk,\ n from mr ap:irtment in the tree, 
I lo'J~cd .. l , i1t ne ag~i .1; a• .d the frii t hing I found was 
the b.Jat, \\ h ich l q, ... s the wind anu th · lea had tofI~·d 
Lcr L:fO 1 t. ... 1~_ ·1d; aL011t two miles to my right hm,d. 
l w,llked .1 , Lr ;:,· 1 coulJ ..ipon the fl10re, to have got to 
her; L~t fc,u.1d a me,.: er inlet of \\.ater between me 
and r:1e uoat, which \\ as 3-hOL,t half a mile broad; {o I 
came back, for the prefect, being more. intent upon get­
tir,g at t;~c f..•p, \\h 're I hoped to find 10rncthing for my 
prcfont fub!iilencc. 

A little attLr 1100!1 r fou~d the fca very calm, and 
the t:de ebbed fo fa.- out, that I co•d<l co1i1e within . 
qu ~1 r :er of a nnlc c,f the fl1ip: And here 1 found a frefh 
ren C. \\ i,1g of my g1itf; lor I fa;v evi,:tntly, that if we 
haJ kc ton boan .. , we h~ d been di fafc; tt':lt is to fr.·1 ~ 
we h.1<l all ;ot t~~c on !hore, and I I ad not been fo m·i­
ferable as to be left c,nircly dcil:itucc of all comfort and 
com p,tn y, .i,::, I now was : This forced tears from my 

cy1:s 
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eyes again; but as there was litcle relief in that, I re 

folved, if poffiblc, to get to the fhip; fo I pulled off my 
cloaths (for the weather was hot to an extreme) and took 

to the wa~er; but when I came to the {hip, my difliculty 

was ilill greater to know how to get on board ; as fhe 

lay aground and high out of the water, there was no­

thing within my reach, to lay hold of; I f.vam round 

her twice, and the feconJ time I efpied a fmall piece of 

rope, which I wondered I did not fee at firft, hang down 

by the fore chains, fo low, as with great difficulty I got 

hold of it, and, by the help of that rope, got up into 

the fore-cailJe of the fhip. Here I found that the fl1ip 

was bilged, and a great deal of water in the hold, but 

that fhe lay fo on the fide of a bank of hard fand, or 

rather earth, that her fl:ern lay lifted up upon the bank, 

and her head low almoft to the \.Vater ; by this means all 

her quarter was free, and all that was in that part was 

dry-, for you may be fure my work was to fearch, and to 

fee what was f poilt and what was free: And fir ft I found, 

that all the fh1p's provifions were dry, and untouched by 

the water ; and, being very well difpofed to cat, I went 

to the bread room, and filled my pockets with bifcuit, 

and eat it as I went about other things, for I had no time 

to lofc. l alfo found fome rum i?1 the great cabin, of 

,~. hich [ took a large dram, and which I had indeed need 

c nough of, to fpirit me for wiwt was before me. Now 

I wanted no:hing but a boat 1 to forniib myfclf wjth 

many things which I forcfaw would be very ncc:efEiry 

to me. ' 
1t was in vain to fit frill and wifh for what was not 

to be had; and tnis extremity roufed my application. 

"\Ve had fevcral fpare y~.rds, and two or three large 

fpars of wood, and a fpare top-mail: or two in tne 

{hip; I refolved to fall to worft with thefc, and flung 

as many of them overboard as I could manage for their 

weight, tying every o.n~ with a rope, that they might 

not drive away; when thi5 was doni:, I went down the 

ihip's fide, and pulling chem to me, I tied four of 

them fall together at both endi- as well as [ could, in 

the form ot a raft; and, l.tying two or three fhort 

pieces of plank upon, them crofs-ways, 1 found I could 

walk upon it very weli, b~t that it was not able to bear 
any 
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any great weight, the pieces being too light; fo I went 
to work, and with a carpenter's faw I cut a fpare top­
maft into three lengths, and added them to my rafr, 
with a great deal of labour and pains ; but the hope 
of fornifhing myfelf with necdfaries, encouraged me to 
go beyond what I iliould have been able to have done 
upon another occafion. 

My raft was now Hrong enough to bear any 1·eafon~ 
able ·weight; my next cr1re was what to load it with. 
and how to ore[erve what I laid upon it from the forge 
-0f the fta; but I was net long con.fidering this: I fir{l: 
.laiJ all the planks or boards upon it that I could get; 
and having confidered well what I moft wanted, I firft 
_got three of the feamens chefis, which I had broken 
open and emptied, and lowered them down upon my 
raft; the firit of thcfe I filled with provifions, viz. 
bread, rice, three Dutch cheefes, five pieces of dried 
_goat's fldh, which \\ e lived much upcn, and a litti.e 
rcmainJer of European corn, which h:1d been ]aid by 
for fume fowls which we brought to fea with us, Lut 
.the fowls were killed ; there had been fome barley and 
wheat together, but, to my great difappointment, I 
found afterwards, that the rats had eaten or fpoiled it 
all. As for liquors, I fonnd fever al cafes of bottles 
belonging to our fkipper, in which were fome cordial 
waters, and in all about fi\'e or fix galLms of arrack; 
thefe I !lowed by themfelves, there 0eing no need co 
put them into the chefi:, nor a11y room for them. Wi1ile 
1 was doing this, I fou.1d the tide began to flow, thougl1 
very calm, and 1 had the mortific:1tion to fee my coat, 
fuirt, and waiil:coat, which I had left on ihorc upon 
the land, fwim away; as for my breeches, which were 
only linen, and open kneed, l fwam on board in them 
and my flockings: however, this put me upon rum­
maging for clothes, of which I found enough, but 
took no more than I \Vanted for the prclcnt uie, for l .had 
other tl1ings which my eye was more upon; as fidl: 
tooL to \,ork \\ith on fi1ore, and it was after lonrr 
fcarcliing that I found out the carpenter's chefl:, wLicii 
\\'as indeed a very ufefol prize to .ne, a:H1 much n,cr~ 
,,aJuable than a ihip ladea \Vith gold would hav-! be.en ~t 
that time. I got it <lown to my raft, cn.:n whok a.-; it 

VoL. I. C \\-as 
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was without lofing time to look into it, for I knew in 

g~neral what it contained. 
My next care was for fame ammunition and arms : 

Tl ~re were two .very good fowling pieces in the great 

c, brn, anJ t\\O pn'.l:ols; thefe I fecured firi1, with fome 

pc\1 du horns, a fmall bag of fhot, and two old rufty 

,, ord5: I knew there were three barrels of powder in 

he fhip, but knew not where our gunner had flowed 

h:·!n; but with much fearch I found them, two of them 

dry and good, the third had taken water; thc:[e two I 

got to my raft, with the arms: and now I thought my 

felf pretty well freighted and began to think how I 
fhould get to fhore with them, having neither fail, oar, 

or rudJer, and the ]eail cap full of wind would have 

overiec :lll my navigation. 
I had three encouragements: 1 a fmooth and calm fca. 

z The tide rifing and fetting in to the fnore. 3 What 

little wind there was blew me towards the land. And 

th us, having found two or three broken oars belonging to 

the boat, and hefides the tools which were in the chefl:, 

I found two faws, an ax, and a hammer; and with 

this cargo I put to fea; for a mile, or thereabouts, my 

raft went very ,veli, only that I found it drive a little 

diib.nt from the place where I had landed before ; by 

which I perceived that there was fome indraught of the 

water, and co1fequently I hoped to find fame creek of 

the river there, which I might make ufe of as a port to 

get to land with ID)' cargo. 
As I imagined, fo it was; there appeared before me a 

little opening of the land. I found a firong current of 

the tide fet into it, fo I guidccl my raft as well as I 
could to keep in the middle of the iheam : but here I 
had like to have fuffored a fecond fhipwreck, which, if 

I had, I think verily would have bro:S:en my heart; for, 

knO\ving nothing of the coaH:, my raft ran aground at 

one end of it upon a fho:1I, and_ not being aground at 

the other end, it wantecl but a little that all my cargo 

had flipped off towards that end that was afloat, and fo 

fallen into the water ; I did my utmoft by fetting my 

back arrainfl: the chefts, to keep them in their phtces, 

ent could not thruH: off the raft with all my ftrength ; 

neither duril: I ftir from the pofture I was in, but, holding 
up 

'' 
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up the chef1:s with all my might, ilood in that manner 
near half ao hour, in which time the rifing of tl1c 
water brought me a little more upon a level; an~ a 
little :1ftcr, the water frill rifing, my raft floated agam, 
and I thruit her off with the oar I had, into the channel, 
and then driving up higher, I at length found myfclf in 
the mouth of a little river, with land on both fidcs, 
and a ftrcng current of tide running up. l looked on 
both fides for a proper place tG get to fhore, for I w:1s 
not willing to be driven too high up the river, hoping 
in time to fee fome fuip at fea, and therefore rcfolved to 
place m::Llf as near the coaft as I could. 

At length I efpied a little cove on the right {horc of 
the creek, to which, with great pain and difficulty, I 
guided my raft; and at laJt got fo near, as that, rrnching 
ground with my oar, I could thruil her directly in; but 
here I h3.d like to have dipped all my cargo in the fea 
.1gain; for th..t (hore 1} i ng pretty Heep, that is to fay, 
Doping, there was no place ro land, but where one end 
of the flo:lt, if it ran on fhore, would lie fo high, and 
the other fink lower, as bdore, that it would endanger 
my cargo again: all tint I could do was to \:ait till 
the tide was at the highcfi:, keeping the raft with mt 
oar, like an anchor, to hold the fide of it fail: to the 
fhc re, near a flat piece of ground, \vhich I expected the 
,va~er would flow over, and ~-o it did; as foon as I found 
w:1 ter enough (fur my raft drew about a foot of water) 
1 thruli her npon that flat piece of ground, and there 
failencd, or mc"Jrccl her, by flicking my two broken oars 
into the 1~round; one on one fide near one end, and one 
0 ,1 the other fide near the othe.;· end; and thus I lay till 
the water ebb~d away, and left my raft and all my cargo 
fafe 01 fhore. 

f-1.-1 y next \\'Ork was to view the country, and feek a 
proper place for my habitation, and where to flow my 
_goods, to frcure them from whatever might happen. 
Where I was, I yet knew not; whether on the continent~ 
or on an ifland ; whether inhabited, or not inhabited ; 
whether in danger of wild beafts, or not. There was a 
hill n?t above a n:i~e from me, which roJe up very iteep 
and high, and wh1cn feemed to overtop fomc Dthcr hills 
which lay as in a ridge from it northward; I took out 
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one of the fowling-pieces. and one of the pjfl:ols, an.d 

a horn of powder, and thus armeci, I travelled for di1-

covery up to the top of that hill, when:, after I had with 

great labour and· <lifficulcy got up, I immediately faw 

my fate, to my great affiicl:ion; viz. that I was in an 

ifland environed e\·ery way with tht fea, no land to be 

{cen, except fome rocks, which lay a great way off, and 

two fmall iflands lefs than this, which lay about three 

leagues to the \Vefi. 
I found alfo that the ifiand I was in was barren, and, 

as I faw good 1 eafon to believe, uninhabited, except by 

wild beafts, of which, however, I faw none; yet I faw 

abundance of fowls, but knew not their kinds, neither, 

when I killed them, could I tell what -.vas fit for food, 

and what not. At my coming back, 1 fhot at a great 

bird which I faw fitting upon a tree on the fide of a 

large wood; I believe it ,vas the firil: gun that had been 

£red there ftnce the creation of the world. I had no 

fooner fired, but from all the parts of the wood there 

arofe an extraordinary number of fowls of many forts, 

making a confufed fc,eaming and crying, every one ac .. 

cording to his ufoal note ; but not one of them of any 

kind that I knew : As for that crea~ure l killed, I took 

it to be a kind of an hawk, its colour and beak refem­

bling it, but it had no talons or claws more than com­

mon: its flefh was carrion, and fit for nothing. 

Contented with this difcovery, I came back to my 

raft, and fell to work to l)ring my cargo on fhore, 

which took me up the ref!: of the day;·\ ,:1at to <lo with 

myfelf at night, 1 knew nor, nor in<leed whrre to reit; 

(or I \Vas afraid to iie down on the ground, no: know­

ing but fome wild be:dl: might devour me, tho' I afttr­

wards found, there was really no need for tho[e fears. 

However, as well as I could, I barricadoed myfelf 

round with the cheits and boards that I had brought on 

fhore, and m;de a kinct t,f an hut for that night's lodg­

ing ; as for food, I yet faw not which way to fopply my­

felf, ~xccpt that I ha<l feen two or three creatures like 

hares, run out of the wood where I fhot the fowl. 

I now beo·an to confider, that I might yet get a 

oreat many fhings out of the H-~i:-', which would be 

~feful to me, and particularly fo1 c r f the rigging and 
... fails 

'r 
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fails, and fuch other things as might come to hand; and 
I refolved to make another voyage on board the veifel, 
if poHible ; and as I knew that the firft ftorm that blew 
muft neceifarily break her all in pieces, I refolved to fet 
all other things apart, till I got every thing out of the 
ihip that I could get; then l called a council, that is to 
fay, in my thoughts, whether I fhould cake back the 
raft, but this appeared impraB:icable; fo I refolved to 
go as before, when the tide was down; and I did _fo, 
o:ily that I H:ripped before I went from my hut, having 
11oching on but a chequered !hirt, a pair of linen drawers, 
and a pair of pumps on my feet. 

l got on board the !hip as before, and prepared a fe­
cond raft; and, having had experience of the firfi, I 
neither m3.de this fa unweildy, nor loaded it fo hard; 
but yet I brought away fevera·l things very ufeful to me; 
as firil, in the carpenter's ftore I foun~ two or three bags 
full of nails and fpikes, a great fcrew jack, a dozen or 
two of hatchets, and above all, that moil: ufefol thing­
called a grindilone : all thefe I fecured, together with 
feveral things belonging to the gunner, particularly two 
or three iron crows, and two barrels of mufket-hullets, 
feven m~lfkets and another fowling-piece, ,vith fame 
fmall quantity of powder more, a large bag full of fmall 
iliot, and a great roll of fheet lead ; bnt this laft was fo 
heavy, I could not hoift it up to get it over the fhip's fide. 

Befides thefe things, I took all the men's cloaths that 
I could find, and a fpare fore-top fail, hammock:, and 
fume bedding ; and with this I loaded my fecond raft, 
and brought c:hem alfo all fafe on !hore, to my very 
great comfort. 

I was under fome apprehenfions during my abfence 
from the land, that at leafl: my provifions might be de­
voured on !hore; but when I came back, I found no 
fign of any vifitor, only there fat a creature like a _wild 
cat, upon one of the cheits, which, when I came to­
wards it, ran away to a little diftance, and then flood 
foll; fhe fat very compofed and unconcerned, and looked 
full in my face, as if !he had a mind to be acquainted 
with me. I prefented my gun at her, but file did not 
underftand it, fhe was perfectly unconcerned at it, nor 
did fhe offer to ftir away; upon which I tofied her a bit 
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of bi1cuit, though b;' the way I wa~ not very free of it~ 

for my H:ore was not great. However, I {pared her a 

b:t, I fay, and ilie went to it, fmelled of i~, and eat it, 

a:1d looked (as pleafecl) for more ; buc I thnnked her, 

afld could fpare no more, fo ilie marched off. 

Having got my fecond cargo on Jhorc (though I was 

fain to open the barrels of p0wde:-, and bring them by 

parcels, for tl1ey were too heavy, being la~gc cafks) I 

went to W0,·k to rna!:e a little tent with the fr,il, and fome 

po1cs ,,,hich I cut for th:i.t rurpofc, and into this tent [ 

brought e\ ery thi11g that I knew would fpoi1, either with 

r"in or fun; I piled all tht.: empty chefl:s and caf1J{s up 

ii1 a circle r0u:1d :he tent., to fortify it from any fodden 
. ' fi ' ' attempt, e1t.1cr rom m:111 or b:!ar't. 

\Vhen I hc!d do~1e this, I b:ocked up the door of the 

tent with 1ornc boards within, aa<l a.n empty chefi fct 

up an end withcut; and fi)rca·li11g one of the beds upon 

the ground, :aying my t'."\'O r; floh jufi at my head, and 

my gun ::t length by me. I we1·t to bed for the firil 

tune, .iac flrpt very quid!/ all night: I ,.as \·ery weary 

and ncJvy, for the nigi1t befor~ I }1a,! flept but little, and 

bad lnJol.r.:!d very h:1rd :c'.i ,'ay ~ f.) ,vcl\ to fetch thofo 

th .. 6s f.om the 11·:ip, i!.5 to ge~ ~.11:..n 0•1 iliore. 
I had ·he big-gdt magazine of all lcinds nDw that ever 

,vcre 1 rid up, l oeEeve, for one man; but I was not fa­

tis~c ~ n::l; for while the fhip fa~ upright in that pofl:urc, 

1 th'1u6 ht I oGght to get every thing- out of her that I 

co-Id; fo CY~T: d:n- a~ low water I went on hoard, and 

brought aw::..y :omcthing or other: but particularly the 

thini time I we.-:t, I brought away as much of the rig. 

gi1_:1g as I c0uld, as alfo all the fmall ropes and rope­

twine I could get, with a piece cf [pare canvas, which 

,, ,:s to mend the fails upon occafion, and t!1e barrels of 

wet g11;1powdcr; ir1 a word, 1 brought away all the 

fails firH and laft, only that I was fain to cut th~m in 

pieces, and bring as much at a time 1s I could ; for 

they were no mo1·e ufeful to me for fails, but as mere 

canvas only. 
But that which comforted me more {lill, was, that at 

!afl: of all, after I had made five or fix foch voyages as 

thefc, and thought J had nothing more to expect from 

the ihip, th~t was worth medling with; I fay, afrer 
all 
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t1ll this, I found a great hoglhead of bread, three large 
rundlets of rum, or fpirits, a box of fine fugar, and a 
barrel of fine flour; this ,vas furprifing to me, be­
caufe I had given over expecting any more provi:fions, 
except what was fpoiled by the water. I foon emptied 
the hoglhead of that bread, and wrapt it up, parcel by 
parcel, in pieces of the fails, which 1 cut out: and, in 
a word, I got all this fafe on lhore alfo, though at fevcral 
times. 

The next day I made another voyage, and now hav­
ino- plundered the D1ip of what was portable, and fit to 
ha~d out, I began with the cables, and cutting the great 
cable into pieces, fuch as I could move, I got two 
cables and an hawfer on fhore, with all the iron-work 
T could get; and having cut down the fprit-fail yard 
and the mizen•yard, and every thing I could to make a 
large raft, I loaded it with all thofe heavy goods, anci 
came away: but my good luck began to leave me, for 
this raft was fo unwieldy, and fo overladen, that after I 
was entered the little cove, where I had landed the reil: 
of my goods, not being able to guide it fo handily as I 
did the other, it overfet, and threw me and all my car­
go into the water; ai for myfelf, it was no great harm, 
for I ,vas near the lhore; but as to my cargo, it was 
great part of it loft, ef pecially the iron, which l expected 
would have been of great ufe to me ; however, ,v hen 
the ' tide was out, I got mo.fr of the pieces of cable 
afhore, and fame of the iron, though with infinite labour, 
for I was fain to dip for it into the water, a work which 
fatigued me very much; after this, I went every day on 
board, and brought away what I could get. 

I had been 13 days on fhorc, and haJ been eleven 
times on board the fuip; in which time I had brought 
:may all that one pair ot hands could well be foppofed 
capable to bring; though I believe verily, had the calm 
weather held, l fhould have brought away the whole 
fhip, piece by piece; but preparing the twelfth time 
to go on board, I found the wind beg:m to rife; how­
ever, at low water, I went on board, and tho' I thought 
I had rummaged the cabin fo cffeclually, as that nothing 
more could be found, yet I difcovered a locker \Vit.h 
drawers in it, in one of which I found two or three 
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razors, and one pair of large fciffars, with ten or a do­
zen good knives ;rnd forks; in another I found about 
thirty-fix pounds v::!.luc in money, fome European coin, 
fome Braftl, fome pieces of eight, fume gol<l and fomc 
filver. 

I fmil~d to myfelf at the fight of this money. 0 
drug ! fa1d I aloud, what art thou good for? Thou art 
no:: worth to me, no, not the takinn- cff the ground; 
one of thofe knives is worth all thitheap; I have uo 
manner of ufe for thee; e'en remain where thou art, 
and go to the bottom, as a creature whofe life is not 
worth faving; however, upon fecond thoughts, I 
took it away, and wrapping all this in a piece of can­
v.:i.s, I began to think of making another raft, but 
while I was preparing this, I found the fk.y overcaft, 
and the \vind began to rife, and in a quarter of an hour 
H blew a frefh gale from the fhore ; it prcfently oc­
curred to me, that it was in v:iin to pretend to make a 
raft, with the wind off ilwre, and that it was mv bu­
finefs to be gone before the tiJe of flood ber-an, ~ther-... , 
wiie I might not be able to reach the lhore at all ; ac-
cordingly I let myfolf down into the water, and fwam 
acrofs the channel, which lay between the fhip and the 
fond, and even that with difficulty enough, partly with 
the weight of the things I had about me, and partly 
the roughncfs of the water, for the wind rnle very 
haftily, and before it was quite high water, it blew a 
fiorm, 

But I was gotten home to my little tent, where I lay 
with all my wealth about me very ft.cure; it blew very 
liard all that night, and in the morning, when I looked 
out, b~hold, no more !hip was to be feen. I was a 
little furprifed, but recovered m1felf with this fatisfac. 
tory reflection ; viz. that I had loil: no ti me, nor abated 
any diligence, to get every thing out of her that could 
be ufeful to me; and that indeed there was little left 
in her that I was able to bring away, if I had yet 
more time. I now gave over any more thought of 
the fl1ip, or of any thing out of her, except what might 
drive on fl1ore from her ,vreck ; as indeed divers pieces 
of her afterwards did, but thofe things were of {mall 
ufc to me. 

My 
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My thoughts were now wholly employed about fe­
curing myfelf againfr either favages, if any fhouU ap­
pear, or wild beafl:s, if any were in the ifland; and I had 
manv rhou rrhts of a method how to do this, and what 
kind of d~~llino- to make, whether T fhould make me a. 
cave in the earfh, or a tent upon the earth: and, in 
fhort, J re'.olved upon both; the manner and defcription 
of which it may not be improper to give an account of. 

I foon tound the place I was in was not for my fet­
tlement, particuiarl:J becaure it was upon a low moorifh 
ground near the ka, a11J I believed would not be whol­
fome, and more particuiarly becaufe there was no water 
near it; fo I refolved to fiad a more healthy and more 
convenient (pot of grNmd. 

I confulteJ fewnil tt11ngs in my :lirnation, which I 
found would be proper ror me ; firfr, health, and frefh 
water, as I j uH: HOW men cione<l ; fecondly, £helter from 
the heat of the fun; thirdly . iecurity from ravenous 
creatures, whe ,her man or beail:; fourthly, a view to 
the fea, that if GoJ fent a'1y fhip in fight, I might not 
lofe any advantage of my deliverance, for which I was 
not w11lrng to banilh my expectation yet. 

In feach of a ·place proper for this, I found a little 
plain on the fide of a rifing hill, whofe form towards 
this little plain, was as freep as an houfe fide, fo that 
nothing could come down upon me from the top; on 
the fide of this rock there was an hollow place, worn 
a little way in, like the entrance or door of a cave> 
but there was not really any cave or way into the roe,.. 
at all. 

On the flat of the green, j uft before this hollow 
place, I refolved to pitch my tent. This plain was 
not above an hundred yards broad, and about twice as 
long, and lay like a green before the door, and at the 
end of it defcended irregularly every way down into 
the low grounds by the fea.-fide. It was on 1 he N. ~ . 
\V. fide of the hill, fo that it was Iheltered fr0m the 
heat every day, till it came to a W. and by S. fun , or 
thereabouts, which in tk>fe countries is near :he ~·e :~ 
ting. 

Before I fet up my tent, I dre,v an half ci: c:e befor e 
the hollow place, which took in abo.J:; ten yar __:5 i 1 1,·, 
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femidiameter from the rock, and twenty yards in its 
diameter, from its beginning and ending. 

In this half circle I pitched two rows of !hong ftakes, 
driving them into the ground till they ftood very firm 
like piles, the biggefi: end being out of the ground above 
.five feet and an half, and iharpened on the top, the t\VO 
rows did not fi:and above fix inches from one another. 

Then I took the pieces of cable which I had cut in 
the ihip, and laid them in rows upon one another, with­
in the circle, between thofe two rows of flakes, up to 
.he top, placing other ftakes in the iniide, leanino· 
againft them, about two feet and a half high, like ~ 
fpur to a poll; and this fence was fo fi:rong, that nei­
ther man or beaft could get into it, or over it. This cofi: 
me a great deal of time and I:rbour, elpecially to cut 
the piles in the wood, bring then to the place, and 
drive them into the earth. 

The entrance into this place I made to be, not by a 
door, but by a ihort ladder to go over the top; w111ch 
ladder, when I was in, I lifted over after me; and fo 
I was completely fenced in, and fortified, as I thought, 
from all the world, and confequently flept fecure in th_e 
night, which, otherwife. l could not have done; though 
as it appeared afterwards, there was no need of all this 
caution from the enemies I had apprehended danger 
from. 

Into th.is fence, or fortrefs, with in.finite labour, I 
carried all my riches, all my provifions, amm uni cion, 
and ftores, of which you have the account above; and 
I made me a large tent alfo, to prcierve me from the 
rains, that in one part of the year are very violent there. 
I made it double ; viz. one fmaller tent within, and 
one larger tent abo

1

ve it; and c?vered. the nppe:mon 
p.art of it with a 1argc tarpaulm, wluch I had iaved 
am')ng the fai:s. 

And no\\.' I by no more for a while in the bed which 
I had brought on fhore, but in an hammock, which was. 
indeed a very good one, and belonged to the mate of 
the ihip. 

!mo this tent I brnught a11 my proviiions, and every 
thi · g that. would f.oo.:l by the wet; and having thus 
.iucloit:d ali my gooct$, ! made up the entrance, ~vhicfl 

till 
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till now I ha,l left open, and fo pafied and repaffed, as 

I faid, bv a fhort ladder. 
\Vhe1{ I had done this, I began to work my way into 

the rock, and bringing all the earth and fl.ones that I 
duP- down, out through my tent, I laid them up within 

m:: fence in the nature of a terrace, fo that it raifed the 

g;ound within about a foot and an half; and thus f 

made a cave juft behind my tent, which ferved me lik~ 

a cellar to my houfe. 
It coft me much labour, and many days, before all 

the[e things were brought to perfection ; and therefore 

I mull go back to forne other things which took up 

fame of my thoughts. At the fame time it happened, 

after I had laid my fcheme for fetting up the tent, 

and making the cave, that a il:orm of rain falling from 

a thick: dark cloud, a fuJden fl.ai11 oflightning happened.,. 

and after that, a great clap of thunder, as is n~turally 

thl.! efFeEt of it. I was not fo much furprifed with the 

lightning, as I was with the thought which d:i.rted into 

my mind as fwift as the lightnir,g_ itfelf. 0 my pow­

der! My vt:ry heart funk within me, when ( thought,. 

that at one blaH: all my powder. mig;llt be deitrnyed, on 

which, not my defence only, but the providing me food, 

.as I d10Jght, rntirdy depended; I w2.s r,othing near fo 

anxiOLs abou .. my own d.mger, though, h:!d t,,e powci_c.::· 

took fire, l had never known who ha l lrnrt me., 

Such impreilina dit! this make upon me, tr.at afo:r 

-the H:onn W,iS over, I laid afrdc all m v work, mv b.uild­

ing an<l fortifyir:g, and applied ffi)'felf to m~k.e b,1gs 

and boxes to foparate my powder, and to keep it a litt!.e­

and a little in a pnrcel, in hopes, tha.t whatever m.isht 

come, it might not all t,1ke fire a: once, ar..d to keep fo 

opart, tlu .. t it fhc uld not be poffible to m:i.ke one-part 

fire another. I fini !he<l this work in abm:t a f.ormighr, 

and I think 1uy po\111~er, vhich in all was about 1.. 4,olb. 

Wl!i.ght, w:1.s div1detl into no ]ef; th,,n an hundred p:.t•­

cels. As to the barrel th:i.t ha.l been wet, l diJ. net 

npprchenJ any danger from that; fo I placed it i_r..; mv 

new cnvc, which in my fancy I called my kitch.en;. ,;n~\ 

the rcft I hid up and down in holes among the rock,,. 

fo that no wet n),ighc com{; to it~ rr..arkin(T very carefulli· 

where I lai<l it. .::> • 
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In the, interval of time v.hilc thjs was doing, I went 

out at leafl once every day with my gun, <!S wdl to di­
vert myfelf, as to fee if I could kill anv thino- fit for , b food, and, as near as I could, to acquaint myfelf with 
what the i11and produced. The firft time I we•n out, I 
prefently difcovered that there were goats in the i11and, 
which was a great fatisfaction to me ; but then it was 
attended with this misfortune to me, viz. That they 
were fo fhy, fo fobtle, and fo fwift a foot, that it was 
the difficulteft thing in the world to come at them; but 
I \Vas not difcouraged at this, not doubting but I might • 
now and then fhoot one, as it foon happened; fot after 
1 had ti.)und their haunts a little, I laid wait in this man­
ner fo·r them : I obferved, if they faw me in the valleys, 
though they were upon the rocks, they would run away 
as in a terrible fright ; but if they were feeding in the 
\:alleys, and I was upon the rocks, they took no no­
tice of me; from whence I concluded, tha~ by the pofi­
tion of their optics, their fight was fo directed down­
ward, that they did not readily fee objects that were 
above them ; fo afterwards I took this method : I al­
ways climbed the rocks firil:, to get above them, and 
then had frequently a fair mark. The firft fhot I made 
among thefe creatures, I killed a fhe goat which had a 
little kid by her, \vhich fhe gave fuck to, which grieved 
me heartily; but when the old one fell, the kid Hood 
flock !till by her till I came and took her up, and not 
only fo, but when I carried the o!c.l one with me upon 
my iboulders, the kid followed me quite to my inclo­
fore; upon which I laid down the dam, and took the 
kid in my arms, and carried it over my pale, in hopes 
to have bred it up tame, but it would Rot eat; fo I was 
forced to kill it, and eat it myfelf: thefe two fupplied 
me v.+h flefh a great while, for I eat lparingly, and 
£wed my pro,.ifions (my bread efpecially) as much as 
poffibly I could. 

Havino- now fixed my habitation, I found it abfo­
lutely ne~effary to provide a p!ace to make a fire in, and 
foel to burn ; and what I did for that, as alfo how I 
folaro-ed my cave, and what conveniencies I made, I 
ihall give :i. full account of in its place; but I mufi fi ril: 
1ive fame little account of myfclf, and of my thou;ht,; 

,1bout 
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about living, which it may be well fuppofed were not a few. 

I had a difmal profpeB: of my condition ; for as I \.Vas 
not caft away upon that ifiand, ,yithout being driven, as 
is faid, by a violent ftorm, quite out of the courfo oi our 
intended voyage, and a great way, viz. forne hundreds 
ofleagues out of the ordinary courle of the trade of man­
kind, I had great reafon to confider it as a determination 
of heaven, that in this defolate place, and in this defo­
late manner, I fuould end my life. The tears would run 
plentifully down my faC'e when I made thefe reflections; 
and fometimes I would expoftulate wi ch myfel f, why 
Providence fhould thus completely ruin its creatures, 
and render them fo abfolutely miferable, fo without 
help abandoned, and fo entirely depreJfed, that it could hardly be rational to be thankful for fuch a life. 

But fomething always returned fwift upon me to check thefe thoughts, and to reprove me ; and particularly 
one day, walking with my gun in my hand, by the fea­
fide, I was very ~penfive upon the fubjecc of my prefent 
condition, when reafon, as it were, put in, exp,Jil:ulating 
with me t'other way, thus: \Vell, you are in a defulate 
condition, tis true; but pray remember, where are the 
reil: of you ? Did not there come eleven of you into the 
boat? Where are the ten? Why were not they faved, 
and you loft ? Why are you fingled out ? Is it better to be here or there? And then I pointed to the fea. AU 
evils are be confidered with the good that is in them, and with what worfe attendtd them. 

Then it occur'd to me again, how well I was furnifh'd 
for my fubfiil:ence, and what would have been my care, if it had not happened, \\ hich was an hundred thoufand 
to one, that the fuip floated from the place where fir.fi fue 
firuck, and was driven fo near to the fhore: that I had time to get all thefe things out of her ! What would 
have been my cafe, if I had been to have lived in the 
condition in which I at firil: came on fhore, without ne­
ceJfaries of life, or any mea;1s to fupply and procure 
them 1 Par ticularly, faid I aloud, tho' to mylelf, what; 
would I haye done without a gun, without ammunition, 
withf~:t any tools to make any thing, or to work with r 

Withou: 
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\Vithout cloaths, bedding, a tent, or any manner of 

covering ? And that now I had all thefe to a fufficient 

qua11tity, and was in a fair way tO provide myfelf in 

fuch a manner, as to live without my gun when my am­

munition was fpent, fo that I had a tolerable view of 

fubfiili ng without any w.1nt as long as I liv<:d; for I con­

:!idered, from the beginning. how I fhould pro1•idc for .:he 

accidents that mignc happen, and for the time that was 

to come, evt!n not o.1ly af:er my ammunition fhould be 

ipent, bnc alfo afrer my health or ihength fhouid dec.11•. 

I confefs I haJ not then entertained any no:ion of my 
a1;munition being deitroyed at one blail, I me:1n my 

powder being blown up by lightning; and this nude th~ 

thoughts of it forprizing to me, w11en it lightened and 

:hundere<l, as I oblerve<l j uft now. 
And now, being to enter into a melancholy rciation 

of .l fcene of :file:1t life, f:.1ch perhap:, as was never 

heard of in the world before, 1 01all take it from its be­

ginning, and continue it in its order. It was, by my ac ... 

count, the 3cth of ~cptembt.r, \'. hen, in the manner as 

above faid, l firil let fool t~pon this horrid iiland, when 

the fo:1 being to th ia its actumnal tqui :ox, was almolt 

juil:over my head; for I reckoned myie:f, by o'olerv,ttion, 

to be in the latituJe ot 9 degrees, z z m rn. fouth of the 

line. 
After I liad been there about ten 0r twelve days, it 

came into my thou<rhcs that l ihouh~ lole nw reckon­

ing of time for want .::,of books, and pen, and° ink, and · 

fhouJci even forg/'t :he iahhath day;; from the workin6 

days. But to prevent this, I cut it with my irnife, upo11 

a large po1t, in capiul letters, and making it ioco :1 

great crofa, I fet it •up on the !ho1·e where .l fide land~J) 

viz. l c3.me on i1101·c h~re the 30th of September, 16 .;9. 

Upo11 the fi ~ _s of this fquare poll 1 cut every day a 

notch \Vith my knife, and every feventh notch wa:i as 

bng again as the rcH:, and every firil day of the monch 

as long again as th:.u long one ; and thus I kept my ca­

lendar, or weekly, monthly, and yearly reckoning of 

time. 
In the next place we ar~ to obi'erve, that among the 

ma.ny things that I brought from the fhip in the ieve­

ral voyages, which, as above-mentioned, 1 made to it, I 
go.t 

,, 
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got feveral things of lefs value, hut not at a11 lt!fs ufeful 
to me, which I omitted fetting down before ; as in p:1r­
ticular, pens, ink, and 1pape:·, feveral pa.reels in the cap­
tain's, mate's, gunner's, and carpe1~t(:r's keeping, thr.::e 
or four compaffes, fomc mathematical infhuments, dials, 
perfpecrivcs, charts, and books of navigation, all which 
l huddled together, \\ hether I might want tl1em or not ; 
I alfo found three very good bibles, which came to me 
in my cargo from Engi,md, and which I had packed np 
among my things ; fame Portnguefe books alfo, and 
among them, two or three pcpifi1 prayer-b'-?oks, and fe­
veral other books, all which I carefuliy fccurcd. And I 
mul! not forget that we had in the fhip a dog and two 
cats, of whofe eminent hiftory I muf~ hayc occafion to 
fay fomething in its place; for J carrieJ both the C,!ts 
with me, and as for th~ dog, he jumped out of the fhip 
of himielf, and (wam on fhore to me, the day after I went 
on fhorc with my firll: cargo, and was a tru!ty fervant to 
me nrtny years. I wanted nothing tktt he could fetch 
me; ncr any company that he coulJ make up to me ; [ 
only wanted to have him ta'.k to me, but that he co:.ilJ 
not do. .As I obferveJ before, I found pens, ink, and 
paper, and I hu{banded them to the utmo!t, and J l11al1 
thew, that while my ink lafted, I kept things very exact, 
but after that was gone, I could not; for I could not 
ma~c any ink, by any means that I could get. 

And this put me in mind that I wanted many things, 
notwithfl:anding all that 1 had amaffed together; and of 
thefc, this of ink \\'3S one; as alfo a ipade, pick-axe, and 
fuovci, to dig or remove the earth; needles, pins, and 
tnrea<l; as for lin~n, I foon learned to want that, with­
out much difficulty. 

This want of tools made every work I did go on 
heavily, and it was near a whole year before l ha<l en~ 
tircly finifi1cd my little pale, or f urroundcd habita~ion: 
The piles or fi:akes, which were as he'.lvy as l could 
well lift, were a long time in cutting and preparing· in 
the woods, and more by far in bringing home ; fo that 
1 fpent fometimcs two days in cutting and bringing home 
one of thofe pofts, and a third day in driving it into the 
ground ; for which purpofe I got a heavy piece of 
wood at .fir.fl, but at lait bethought myfelf of one of~ the 

lfOll 
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iron crows, which however, though I found, it yet made 

driving tho[e poi!:s, or piles, very laborious and tedious 

work. 
But what need I to have been concerned at the tediouf­

nefs of any thing I had to do, feeing I had time enough 

to do it in? Nor had I any other employment, if that 

had been over, at leaf!: that I could forefee, except the 

ranging the ifland to feek for food, which I did, more or 

lefs, every day. 
I now began ferioufly to confider my' condition, and 

the circumilances I was reduced to, and I drew up the 

irate of my affairs in writing; not fo much to leave 

them to any that were to come after me, for I ,vas like 

to have but few heirs, as to deliver my thoughts from 

daily poreing upon them, and affiicl:ing my mind; and 

as my reafon began now to mafter my defpondency, I 
began to comfort myfelf as well as I could, and to fet 

the good againft the evil, that I might have fomething to 

diftinguitb my cafe from worfe ; and I ftated it very 

impartially, like debtor and creditor, the comfort I en­

joyed, againft the miferies I fuffered, thus : 

EVIL. COOD. 

I am caft upon an horri- But I am alive, and not 

ble defolate ifland-void of drowned, as all my !hip's 

all hope of recovery. company were. 

I am fi~gledout and fepa- But I am fingled out too 

rated, as it were, from all from all the .fhip's crew, to 

the world, to be miferable. be fpared trom death; and 
he that miraculoutly faved 
me from death can deliver 
me from this condition. 

I am divided from man- But I am not ftarved, and 

kind, a folitary, one banifh- peri.fhing on a barren place, 

cd from human fociety. affording no fuftenance. 

I have no cloaths to cover But I am in an hot cli-
me. mate, where ifl had cloath.s, 

I could hardly wear them . 
l ,.m 
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I am without anv defence, But I am cafr on an ifhnd 
or means to refiii: any vio- where I fee no wild beafts to 
lence of man or beaft. hur:: me, as I faw on the 

coafi of Africa: And ,vhat 
if I ha<l been ihipwrecked 
there? 

I have O() foul to f peak 
to, or relieve me. 

But God wonderfully fent 
the {hip in near enough the 
fhore, that I haYe gotten out 
fo many neceffary thjngs as 
will either fupplv my wants, 
or enable me to fupply rnr­
folf, even as long as I liYe. 

Upon the whole, here was an undoubted teil:imony > 

that there was fcarce any condition in the world fo rni­
ferable, but there was fornething negative, or fomething 
pofitive, to be thankful in it; and let this Uand as a. 
direction from the experiecce of the moft rniferable of 
all conditions in this wor]J, that we may always find 
fo it fomething to comfort ourfelves from, and to fet, ir. 
the deCcription of gcod and evil, on the credit fide of 
the accoua t. 

Having now brought my mind a little to reli!h my 
condition, and giving over looking out to fea, to fee if 
I could fpy a fhip; I fay, giving over thcfe things, I 
began to apply myfelf to accommodate my way ofliv­
ing, and to make things as ea/"y to me as I could. 

I have already defcribed my habitation, which was a 
tent under the fide of a rock, forrcunded with a fl:rong 
pale of pofts and cables, but I might now rathrr call it 
a wall; for I raifed a kind of wall up againH: it of turfs, 
about two feet thick on the ou tiide ; and after fome tim c, 
(I think it was a year and an half) I raifed rafters from 
it, leaning to the rock, and thatched or covered it with 
boughs of trees, and fuch things as I could get to keep 
out the rain, which I found .~t fome times of the year 
very violent. 

1 ha,·e already abferved how I brought all my g9od~ 
into this pale, and into the cave which I ha<l made be­
hind me. But l muPc obferve too, that, at firft, this war.: 

a cur.~ 
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a con(ufe~ heap of goods, which, as they lay in no or­
dt'l', Jo rney took up all my place; I had no room to 
turn m1 ~df, fo. I fet my:elf to enlarge my cave, and 
Wtll"ked farther into the earth; for it was a loofe fandy 
rock, which yielded eafily to the labour I beftowed on it: 
And fo, when I found i was pretty fafe as to beafts of 
prey, I worked iiJeways to the right-hand into the rock, 
and then turning to tne right-hand again, worked quite 
out, and made my door to come out on the outfide of 

. my pale or fortification. 
This gave me not only cgrefs and regrefs, as it was 

a back way to my tent, and to my i1ore-houfe, but gave 
me room to How my goods. 

And now I began to apply myfelf to make fuch necef­
fary things as I found I moft wanted, particularly a chair 
and a table; for without thefe I was not able to enjoy 
the few comforts I had in the world; I could not write 
or eat, or do feveral thing, with fo much pleafure, with­
out a table. 

So I went to work; and here I mull: needs obferve, 
that as reafon is the fubfrancc and origin of the mathe­
matics, fo, by ftating and fquaring every thing by rea­
fqn, and by making the moil: rational judgment of things, 
every man may be, in time, ma!l:er of every mechanic 
.i.rt. I had never handled a tool in my life, and yet in 
time, by laboui-, application, and contrivance, I found 
at laft, that I wanted nothing but I could have made it, 
cfpccially if I ha<l had tools ; Jrowever, I made abun­
dance of things even without tools, and fame with no 
more tools than an adze and an hatchet, •,vhich perhaps 
were never made that wav before, and tirnt \,1ith infinite 
labour. For example, if I winted a board, I had no 
other way but to cut down a tree, fet it on an edge be­
fore me, and hew it flat one ither fide with my axe, till 
I had brought it to be as thin as a plank, and then dub 
it iinooth with my adze. It is true, by this method I 
could make but one boad out of a whole tree ; but this 
I had no remedy for but patience, any more than I 
had for the prodigious deal of time and labour wl'.ich it 
took me up to make a plank or board. But my time or 
labour was little worth, and fo it was as well employed 
one way as another. 

However, 

tr. 
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I-Io.vever, I made me a table anJ a chair, as I obferved 
above, in the firft place, and this I did out of the fhorL 
pieces of boards that I brought on my raft from the fhip. 
But when I had wrought out fome boards as above, I 
made large fhe1ves r f the breadth of a foot and an half, 
one over another, all along one fide of my cave, to lay 
all mv tools, nails, and iron work, and, in a word, to 
fepar~te every thing at large in their places, that I might 
eafi.ly come at them ; I alfo knocked pieces into the wall 
of the rock, to hang my guns, and all things that would 
han~ up. 

S~ that, had my cave been to be feen, it looked like 
a general magazine of all nece!fary things ; and I had 
every thing fo ready at hand, that it was a great plea­
fore to me to fee all my goods in fuch order, and efpe­
cially to find my flock of all neceffaries fo great. 

And now it was when I began to keep a journal of 
every day's employment ; for indeed at firft I was in too 
much hurry, and not only an hurry as to labour, but in 
too mtich difcompofure of mind, and my journal would 
}1ave been full of many dull things. For example, I 
mu1l: have faid thus: Sept. the 30th, after l got to fhore, 
and had efcaped drowning, inftead of beiBg thankful to 
God for my deliverance, having firfl: vomitted with a 
great quantity of falt-,vater, which was gotten into my 
Homach, and recovering myfelf a little, I ran about the 
!hon:, wringing my hands, and beating my head an<i 
face, exclaiming at my mifery, and crying out, I was 
undone, undone ! till, tired and faint, I was fot ced to lie 
dmvn on the ground for repofe, but dnrft not ficep for 
fear of being devoured. 

Some days after this, and after I had been on board 
the !hip, and had got all I could out of her, yet I could 
not forbear getting up to the top of a little mountain, 
and looking ant to lea, in hopes ot feeing a fhip, then 
fancy at a \'ail: dill:ance I efpied a fail, pleafc myielf with 
the hopes of it, and then after looking Headily till I was 
2lmoil blinJ, lofe it quite, and fit ctown and weep hkea 
child, and thus increafe my mifery by my folly • 

.But having gotten over thefe things in forne mea­
fnrc, an<l having fettled my houfhold fruff and habi ca­
tion, mad~ me a table and a chair, aml all as handfomc 

about 
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about_ me as I could, I began, I fay, to keep my journal, 
of which I !hall here give you the copy, though in it 
will be told all thcfe particulars over again, as long as 
it lafted; for at laH:, having no more ink, I was forced 
to leave it off. 

THE JOURNAL. 

SEPTEMBER 30, 1659. I, poor miferab1e Robinfcm 
Crufoe, being ihipwrecked during a dreadful ftorm in 

the offing, came on !hore on this difmal and unfortunate 
ifland, which I call the l:lland of Def pair, all the reft of 
the fhip's company being drowned, and myfelf almoft 
dead. 

All the refl: of the day I fpcnt in affiicling myfelf at 
the difmal circumfrances I was brought to, viz. I had 
neither food, houfe, cloaths, weapon,. or place to fly to~ 
and, in def pair of any relief, faw nothing 6-ut death be. 
fore me, either that 1 thould be devoured by wild beails, 
murdered by favages,or fl:arved to death for want of food. 
At the approach of night, I ilept in a tree, for fear of 
wild creatures, but flept foundly, tho' it rained all night. 

Oclober 1. In the morning I faw, to my great forprife, 
the ihip had floated with the high tide, an<l was driren 
on fhore again much nearer the ifland; which, as it 
\Vas fome comfort on one hand (for feeing her fie up-
1·ight, and not broken in pieces, 1 hoped, if the wind 
abated, I might get on board, and get fome food and 
neceffaries out of her for my relief) fo, on the other 
hand, it rene\l;ed my grief, at the lofs of my comrades, 
who, I imagined, if we had all !1:aid on board, might 
have faved the fhip, or at leail:, that they would not have 
been all drow11ed, as they were; and that, had the men 
been faved, we might~ perhaps, have built us a boat ou.t 
of the ruins of the fhip, to ha\'e carried us to fome 
other part of the world. I fpent great part of this day 
in perplexing rny{elf on the!e things ; but at length, 
feeing the ihi p almoil dry, I went on-the fond as ne.i.r 
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ns I could, and then fwam on bo:,.rd : This day alfo 

continued raining, though with no wind at all. 
From the I ft of October to th,;! 24th. All thefe days 

entirely fpent in making feveral voyages to get all I 
could out of the fuip, which I brought on fuore every 

tide of flood, upon rafts. Much rain alfo on thefe days, 

though with fome intervals of fair weather. But it feems 

this was the rainy feafon. 
oa. 24. I overfet my raft, and all the goods I had 

got upon it; but being in fuoal water, and the things 

being chiefly heavy, I recovered many of them when 

the tide w~s out. 
OB:. 25. It rained all night and all day, with fomc 

guib of w: nd, dtiring which time the fuip broke in pieces, 

the wind blowing a little harder than before, and \\{as 

no more to be ii::en. except the wreck of her, and that 

only at low water. I fpent this day in covering and fe. 
curing the goods which I had i;;.ved, that the rain might 

not fpoil them. 
Oc1. 26. l wa1ked about the !bore al molt all day, to 

fir d out a place to fix my habitation, grevly concerned 

to fecurc myfelf from any attack i:1 the night,eitr.er from 

wild beai'\:s or men. Towards night I fixed upon a pro• 

per place under a rock, anJ marked out a fcmicircle for 

my encampment, which 1 rcfo)ycd to ilrengthen with a 

work, wall, or fortification, made of double pile:;, lined 

within with cable, and without with turf. 
From the 26th to the 30th, I worked ,·cry hard in car­

rying all my goo.ls to my new habitation, though fome 

part of the time it rained exceedrng hard. 
The 3 1 H:, in the morning, I went out into the iflanJ 

with my gun to fee for fon1e fco<l, and difcoYer the coun. 

try, \\ hen I killed a ihe goat, and her kid followed me 

home, which I afterwards killed alfo, becaufe it wouhl 

not feed. 
Noveraber 1. I fct up my tent under a rock, and lay 

there for the firil night, making it as Jarg~ as I could, 

v,ith !lakes driven in to i\ving my hc1mmock upon. 
?\ov 2. I fot up all my chdts and bo,lrJ:,; and the 

p;cccs of timber which made my rali:, and with them 

formed a fonce round me, a lirtic within the place I had 

lnarked out for my fortification. 
Nov. 
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dov, 3. I went out with my gun, and killed twa 

fowls lib:: ducks, which were very good food. In the 
afrernnon went to work to make· me a t1.ble. 

Nov. 4. This morning I began to order my times of 
•.vork, of goi '. :g out with my gun, time of flet>p. and 
time of diverfion, viz. Every morning I walkd out 
wi:11 my gun for two or three hours, if it <li<l not tain; 
the;1 cn~p.loyed myfelf at work till about eleven o'clo-:k; 
then e:-1.t what I ha<l to live 0'1 ; and from twelve to two 
I la/ down to ileep, the weather being excc.flive hot, . 
ari.d then in the evening to work again. The working 
part of this day a ,d the next were wholly employed in 
making thi s table, for l was but yet a v;;ry forry work:­
m::rn, tho' time and nece!Iicy made me a complete na­
tur:il mechanic 100n after, as I believe it would do any 
one elfe. 

Hov. 5. This day I went abroad with In) gun and 
dog, an<l kiikd a wild cat, her fkin prett)' frJt, but 
her flefh gooJ for nothing. Every creature I killed I took 
off the fkins and prelervc:d them. Coming bck by the 
fe,!-Ornre i faw many forts of fca-fowls which I did not 
underilan<l; but was forprifcd, anJ almoil afFrightLd, 
with two or three foals, which, while 1 was gazi,1g at, not 
well knowing what they \\ere, got into the fer., and 
efcaped me for that time . 

Nov. 6. After my morninr· walk, I went to work with -~ 
my table again, ,:nJ fini!lieJ it, tho' not to my liking; 
nor was it long before l karned to mend it. 

Nov. 7. Now ic began to be fettled fair weather. The 
7th, 8th, 9 b, 10th and part of the I zth ( ,.o, the I 1th 
was Sunday according- to my reckoning-) 1 took wholly 
up to make me a chair, and with much ado bruught it to 
a tolcrc1.b[e fh,Lpe but neYer to plea(e me; and even i.i 
the making l pulleJ it to pieces !everal time~.-Note, I 
foon negleded keeping Sundays; for omitting my mark 
for them on my poit, I forgot which was which. 

Nov. 13. This day it rained, which refre{hed me ex­
ceedingly, and cooled the earth; but it was accompanied 
with terrible thu11der and lightning, which frightened me 
dreadfully for fear ofmy powder, As foon as it was over, 
I refolved to feparate my ftock: of powder into as many 
little parcels as poffible, that it might not be in danger. 

Nov. 
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Nov. 14, 15, 16. Thefe three days I fpent in mak­
ing littlt fquare chcfl:s or boxes, which might hold about 
a pound, or two pounds at mlJlt, of eov..der ; .. nd fo put­
ting the powder in, I ftoweJ it in places as fecure and 
remote from one another as poffible. On one of thcle 
three days l killed a large bird that was good to eat, 
but I knew not what to call it. 

Nov. 17. This day I bega.1 to dig behind my tent 
:mo the rock, to make room for my far :her conveniency. 
Note, Three things I wantcu exceedingly for th-is wo1 k, 
viz. A - pick-axe, a fnuvel, and a wheel-barrow, or 
bafket ; fo I defiiled from m v work, and be_¼ an to con­
fider how to foppiy that want, and make me fome 
tools. As for the pick axe, I mace uie of the iron­
crows, which were proper enough, though l e,wy; bu~ 
the next thing was a fhovel, or fpade ; this was fo ab­
folutely neceff:iry, that indeed l coui<l do nothing effec­
tally without it, but what kind of one to make 1 knew 
not. 

Nov. 18. The next day, in fearching the woods, I 
found a tree of that wood, or like it, which in the Bra­
fils they call the iron tree, for its excec<li.ug har<lneis; 
of this, with grc«t 1abour, and .. dmoil: fpoiiing my axe, 
1 cut a piece, and brought it he,me with difficulty 
enough, for it ,vas exceeding heavy. 

The excefiive hardneis ot tile wood, and having no 
other way, made me a long while upon this rnachille; 
for I worked it dFcc.1.ually, by little and little, into the 
form of a ihovel or fpade, the kddle exaaly fhaped 
like ours in England, only that the broad part l1avino­
no iron fhod upon it at bottom, ic would not la1l me l~ 
long; however, it ferved well enough fo:· the ufes which 
I had occafion to put it to; but never was a iho\'el, I 
believe, made ::ifter th,.t fafhion, or {o long a makii1g. 

I was il:iil deficient, for I wanted a bafket or wheel. 
barrow: a bafket l could not make by any means, hav­
ing no fuch things as twigs that would bend to make 
wicker-ware, at leafi: none yet found out; and as to the 
wheel-barrow, I fancied I could make all but the wheel ; 
but that I had no notion of, neither did I know how to 
go about it; befides, I ha<l no poilible way to ma~c 
iron gudgcon5 for the f pindle, or axis, of th~ wheel to 

l'Wl 
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run in; fo I gave it over ; and fo, for carrying away 
the earth which I dug out of the cave, I made ms a 

thing like an hod, which the labourers carry mortar in 

ivhen they ierve the bricklayers. 
This was not fo difficult to me as the making of the 

fhovel; and yet this, and the fhovel, and the attempt 

which I made in vain to make a wheel-barrow, took me 

up no lefs than four days; I mean always, excepting 

my morning's walk with my gun, which I fcldom failed; 

and very feldom failed alfo of bringing home fomething 

fit to eat. 
Nov. 23. My other work having ftood ftill, becaufe 

of my making thefe tools, whe,1 they were finifhed, I 

went on, and working every day as my ftrength and 

time allowed, I fpent eighteen days entirely in widening 

and deepening my cave, that it might hold my goods 

commodioufl y. 
Note.-During all this time I worked to make this 

room or cave fpacious enough to accommodate me as a 

warehou(e or magazine, a kitchen, a dining-room, and 

a cellar; as for a lodging, I kept to the tent, except 

th;,t fometimes, in the wet feafon of the year, it rain~J 

fo hard, that r could not keep myfclf dry; which caufed 

me afterwards to cover all my pbce within my pale 
\\ irh long poles, in the form of rafters, leaning againfr 

the rock, and load them with flags, and large leaves of 

tree~, like th'..i.rch. 
Dec. 1 o. I began now to think my cave or \'ault 

iinilhcd, when on a fudden (it ieems I had made it too 

large) a great quantity of ec:.rch fdl down from the top 

and one fide, fo much, chat in 11101 t, it frighteqeJ m~, 

and not without reafon to; for if I ha:i bct!n u11der it, 
I had never wanted a grave-digger. Upon this dilailer 

I had a great deal of work. to th ov,er again; for l h,td 

the loole earth to c~,rr}' our, and, v;111ch \\',ts 01 m:lfl;! i.n­

portance, I had the ciding to prop Ui), fo tine l mi6!1t 

be fore 110 more \\ouid come c.own. 
Dec. 1 I. T.'1i:, day I went to work with it according• 

ly, and g0t two fuoars, or poft~, pitched upright to che 

top, w1tl1 two pieces of boar<l acrufs over e;:icii polt; this 

I finifhed the next day; and f.:tting up mor·~ p1)lls with 

boards, in a about a week more: I !-!ad c,1c rooi fecurcJ, 

:lnd the poits iLrnding in rows, krve<l me for partitions 

to part off the houie, 

, 
•t 
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Dec. 17. From thi~ day to the 20Lh, I placed {heh:es, 

and knocked up nc1ils in the pofts, to hang every tlu~g 
on that could be hung up-and now I begun to be m 
fome order within doors. 

Dec, 20. Now I carried every thing into the ~ave, 
and began ro fornifh my houfe, and fet up fome pieces 
of boar<l like a dreffer, to order wy viftuals upon ; but 
board began to be very fcarce with me-I alfo made me 
another table • 
. Dec. 24. lV!uch rain all night and all day ; no ftir­

nng out. 
Dec. 25. Rain all day. · 
Dec. zb. No rain, and the earth much cooler than be­

fore, and pleafanter. 
Dec. 27. Killed a young goat and lamed another, fo 

that I catched, and led it home in a firing; when I 
had it home, I bound and fplintered up its leg which 
was broke. N. B. I took fuch care of it that it lived, 
and the leg grew well and as ihong as ever ; but by 
nurfing it fo long it grew tame, and fed upon the little 
green at my door, and would not go away. Thi~ wa.; 
the firH: time that I entertained a thought of breeding 
up fome tame creatures, that I might have food wn~n 
my powder and fhot was all fpcnt. 

Dec. 28, 29, 30. Great heats and no breeze; fo that 
there was no itirring abroad, except in the evening, for 
food. This time I fpent in putting all my things in 

·order within doors. 
J amiary 1. Very hot frill, but I went abroad early and 

]ate, with my gun, and lay frill in the middle of the 
day. This evening, going further into the valleys, 
which lay towards the center of the ifiand, I found tl1erc 
was plenty of go~ts, tho' exceedingly thy, and hard to 
com<l at; however, I refolved to try if I could net bring 
my dog to hunt them down. 

Jan. 2. Accordingly the next day I went out with 
my dog, and fet him at the goats; but I was mifraken, 
for they all face4 about upon the dog, and he knew his 
danger too well,_ for he would not go near them. 

Jan. 3. I began my fence,or wall, which, being ilill 
jealous of my being attacked by fomebody, I refolveu to 
make very thick and ltrong. 

VoL, 1. - D N.B. This 
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N.B. This wall being defcribed before, I purpofely 

omit what was faid in the Journal ; it is fufficient 
to obferve, that, I was no lefs time than from the 
3d of January to the 14th of April, working, fi­
ni!hing, and perfecting this wall, tho' it was no 
more than about 24 yards in length, being an half 
circle, from one place in the rock to another place 
about eight yards from it, the door of the ca Ye be­
ing in the center behind it. 

All this time I worked very hard, the rains hinder­
ing me many days, nay, fometimes weeks together; but 
I thought I iliould never be perfectly feclue till this wall 
was iiniilied; and it is 1carce1y credible what inexpreffible 
labour every thing ,vas done with, cfpecially the bring­
ing piles out of the wood, and driving them into the 
ground, for I made them much bigger than I needed to 
have done. 

When this wall was finiilied, and the outfide double­
fenced with a turf-wall raifed up clofe to it, [ perfuadcd 
myfelf, that if any people were to come on fhore there, 
they would not perceive any thing like an habitation : 
and it is very well I did fo, as may be obferved here­
after, upon a very remarkable occafron. 

During th~ time, I made rounds in the woods for 
game every day, when the rain permitted me, and 
made frequent difcoveries in thefe wa1ks of fornething 
or other to my advantage; particularly, I found a kind 
of wild pjgeons, which build not as wood-pigeons, in a 
tree, but rather as houfe-pigeons, in the holes of the 
rocks ; and ta.king fome young ones, I endeavoured to 
breed them up tam~, and did fo; but when they grew 
older, they all flew away, wh;ch perhaps was at firft for 
\Vant of feeding them, for I had nothing to give them ; 
hmvever, I frequently found their nefL, and got their 
young ones, which was very good meat. 

And now, in the managing my houiliold affairs, I 
found myfelf wanting in many things, which I thought 
at firfi it was impofiible for me to make, as indeed as to 
fame of them it was: For inftance, I could never make 
a ca!k to be hooped ; 1 had a fmall rundlet or two, as I 
obferved before, but r could never arri ,,e to the capacity 
of making one by them, tho' I ipent many weeks ab~ut 
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!t ; I could neither put in the heads, nor join the ftaves 
fo true to one another as to make them hold water; fo 
I gave that alfo over. 

In the next place, I was at a great lofs for candles; 
fo that as foon as it was dark, which was generally by 
feven o'c~ock, I was obliged to go to bed.-I remem­
bered the lump of bees-wax with which I made candles 
in my Africar. adventure; but I had none of that now; 
the only remedy I had was, that when I had killed a 
goat, I· faved the tallow, and with a little dim made 
of clay, which I baked in the fun, to which I added a 
wick of fome oakum, I made me a lamp; and this 
gave me light, tho' not a clear fteady light like a can­
dle. fa the middle of all my labours it happened, that 
rt1mmaging my things, I found a little bag, which, as 
I hinted before, had been filled with corn for the feed­
ing of poultry, not for this voyage, but before, a~ I 
foppofe, when the fhip came· from Li.fbon ; what little 
remainder of corn had been in the bag was all devoured 
by the rats, and I faw nothing in the bag but huiks 
a.1d duH:; and being willing to have the bag for fome 
other -ufe (f t>ink it was to put powder in, when I di .. 
vided it for fear of the ligiuning, or fame fuch ufe) I 
1hook th':! hufk.s of corn o.u of it on one fide of my for .. 
tificatio:i, un~er the rock. 

It was a little before the great rains, juft now men­
t~oned, that I threw this JL1ff away, taLrng no notice of 
any thing, and not fo much as remembering that I had 
thrown any thing there; wr.en about a month after, or 
t_here_2.bouL, I law fome few fl:a ks of fomething green 
Hwotrnz U'>On the :, round, w:::ch I fancied mio-ht be .. '-' .1 u b 
l~1me r!ant 1 liad nut ken; but I was furprifed, and per-
!ectly a1lonithcd, \Vhen after a Lctle longer time, l faw 
.:.bout ten or twelve ears come out, which were perfect 
gru:n barley, of the fame kind as our European, nav, as 
o:.;r t· nf;lifh barley • 

It i~ irrq:,, ,Gible to exprefs the aflonifhmcnt and con­
fo11on of my thoughts on this occafion; I had hi.~1erto 
~~t~,;- upon_ no religious foundation at all; indeed I 
h,tJ very few no.ions <.f religion in my head, nor 
had c:itenained any fonre of any thinrr that had befallen 
rn e, otherw ifi.: than as a chance, or/as we light1 y fay, 
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wh::i.t plea~cs G~d, wit~out fo mt!ch a, enqniri:1.g into 
t l•c ~·1d , l' .,., J ' .. h" , . . 
.. e, o Iv\ 1ucnce 1i1 t 11-!:e t ings 1 

or nis on..tcr 1r1 

govcrni1,g, ever.ts in the H'or!J. n'ut after I faw barlev 

groN th..:rc, in_ a ~li~ate which I knew' \Vas not propc'r 
il r cor.., and ei_tJcc;a,ly as 1 k 1,ew not how 1c came there, 

it itartlcJ me fi:ran.gely, and [ b~~,rn to fuggdt, that 

God had mi1aculouily caufed this gr;in to grow witi10ut 

a.iy help l'f feed fown, and that it was fo directed; pure­

ly hr my fuilenance in that wild miferah'.e place . 

. This touched my heart a little, and brouf,ht tears out 

c.Jf my eyes, and I began to blds mylclf, ti1:.1t fuch a 
pro oigy of nature Ihould kppen upon my account; and 
thi:, \\.!S the more firange to me, becaufe I faw near it 

Hill, all along by the fide of the rock, fome other ftrao-. 

gling tlalks, \Vhich prnved to be ihlks of rice, and whi~h 

I knew, becaufe I had ieen it grow in Africa, when I 
w,ts alhore there. 

l not only thought thefe the pure productions of Pro­
vi Jence for my fupport; but not doubting but that there 

was more in the place, I went all over that part of the 

illand w:1erc I had be~n before, peeping into every cor-

11t·r, an<l under every rock, to fee for more of it, but I 
could not find any; at Jail: it occurred to my thoughts, 

that 1 had fhakcn the bag of chickens meat out in tnac 

pl ace, and the wonder beg:m to ceafe; and I muft con­

fefs, my religious thankfulnefs to God's providence be­

gan to ;ihate, upon difcovering that all this was nothing 

but what was common; though I ought to have been as 

thankful for fo ftrange and unforefeen a Providence, as 

if it ha<l been miraculous ; for it was really the work of 
Providence as to me, that fhould order or appoint, that 

· ten or twelve grains of corn fhoul.d remain unfpoiled, 

when ch~ rats had deihoyed all the refr, as if it had been 

dropped from heaven : as alfo, that l fhould throw it out 

into that particular pL1.ce, :vhcre,_it being in the fh~de 

of an high rock, fprang up 1mmcdiatelf : w_hereas, 1f I 
had thrown it any where elfe at that time, It had been 

burnt up and dethoyed. 
I carefully fave<l the ears of this corn, you may be 

fore, in their feafon, which was about the end of June; 

and la)•ino- up every o-rain, I refolved to fow them all 
o o . r.ffi' 

a~ain, hoping in time to have fome quantity, 1u c1ent 
t8 
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to·fupply me with bread; but it w~.s no~ill ;Lc_fcnrt!1 
year that I would allow m yfelf the lea !l grn1 n or ~hrs co:-n 
to eat, and even then but fparingly, 2s I ilta11 L,y _after­
wards in its order, for I loft all 1 fow~d the fi, fr !c::tfo11, 
by not obferving the proper time; for l fo-...veJ it juG: b~­
fore the dry feafon, fc tlut it never came up at ~111 :1t: 
leaft not as it would h::i.vc done-:-if which in irs phc;;. 

Betides this h .. rlev tncre were. a3 ab:ve> t1ventv or 
, ' 

thirty fia 1ks cf rice \V11ich I pref ctYed w it:1 t:1c f.Ll.1'.:' ~ u-.·, 
and whole ufe was of the fa!i1!'. 1.i.~J, m ~o ,:'\!: t.m:; 
})!},·pu{c, viz. to 1na~c ;n~ l1rt..r:.d, er ,.~~t .1€.'r 1(· .. ,d ; 

.c d · · · · , ; , 1 , j(Jr i J(h.l~' \Vay_; to COf•}; l': .:p ;;;t,i:,, t {';i,:!~.i£- U(~.l~~:1 

1 o~ i th.it atfo -1frrr [;;n:: ~::;.: '• B.!t t,)J',:-,;tL:r.1 torn: J,,:r--

1 warkc<l c.xc-..:1i;·c L:rd ti;cfe three or fonr months, to 
get my wall do.1e; and the 14th of April.[ c1ofed it ti'.), 
contriving to go into it, not by a door, but over a ,1;·:dl 
by a ladder, that there might be no fiin, on the out­
fide, of my habitation. 

April 16. I finifhed the ladder; fo I went up with it 
to the top, and then pulled it up after me, an J let it 
down 0:1 the infide: This was a complete inclorure to 
_me; for wit,1in I had room enough, and nothing conld 
coffie at me froa1 without, unlefs 1t could fir.11: mo~mt my 
wall. 

The very next day after this wa11 was finifhcd, T ha 1 
almoft had ::Jl my labour overthrown at once, and my­
feif killed: the cafc was thus:. As 1 was bu[y i•1 tll~ 
infide of it, behind my tent, juft in the entr,rncc i:-ito 
my cave, I was terribly frightC'ned with a rnofi: dreadful 
furprifing thing indeed : for ail on a fudden I found tl1e 

earth came tumbling down from the roof of my ca\'e, 
and from the edge of the hiil over my head, and two 
of the polls i had fet up in the cave crac;ked in a fright­
ful manner. I was hca~·tilv feared, but thot,'.!tlt nothino-. ., ..:, 

of what 1e::.lly was the caure; only think~n; that the 
top of my cave was falling in, as fome of it had done 
before, and for fear I fhould be buried in it, I ran for­
ward5 to my iadder, and not thinking mJelf fafe there 
n~ither, . I. got over my wc.11 for fear of the pieces of tlie 
hill, wh1cr1 I eYpecl.cd might roll down upon me. I was 
so fooner !lept down upon the firm gro:.tnd, l>-.it I plain -

D 3 ly 
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Iv faw i:: v:as a terrible earthquake; for the ground I 
fbod on ihook three times, at about eir:ht minutes dif. 
tance, with three foch !hocks as would l~a, e overturned 
t\e fhongeft buildings that couid be {uppoJed to h::i.,,c 
ftood upon the earth; and a great piece of the top of 
the rock, which fiood at about half a mile /rom me, ne:xt 
the fea, fell down with fuch 2. terrible noife as I never 
heard in all my life. I perceived alfo th~ very fea w~s 
put into a violent motion by it; and 1 belie, e the fhocks 
were ihonger under the water than on the ifla.1d. 

1 was fo amazed ,vith the thing itfelf, having never 
felt the like, or diicourfed with any one that had, that I 
was like one dead or iiupified ; and the motion of the 
earth made my fiom~ch fick, like one that is toifed a:: 
fca; buL the noife of the falling of the rock a waked me, 
as it were, and roufing me from the 11:upificd condition 
I was in, filled me with horror, and I thought of nothing 
then but the h~ll falli 11g upo:1 my tent, and all my hml. 
]1old goods, and burying all ac 0nce; and thi:; fonk my 
very foul n ithin me a frcond ti 1r e. 

After the third fhock was over, and f felt no more for 
fome time, I began to take coura0 e; anJ yet I had not 
1:eart enou;;h to get orer my wail again, fur fr:1r of be­
ing burie<l alive; but fi:ill fat on the grou.d, greatly 
cait down, and difcon!olate, not kn01ving what t0 do : 
all this while I had not the leaft feriousreligious •h1nght, 
nothing but the common, Lord, have mercy u,201, me ; 
and when it was ovtr that went away too. 

\1/hile I fat thus, I fou:i.<l the air ov~r-cait, anJ it grew 
c:oudy, as if it wou1d rain; and in lefs than half an 
Lour it b!cw a moft dreadful hnrricane of wind,-The 
fea, all on a fuddcn, was covered with foam and froth~ 
the fhore was covered with the breach of rhe water, the 
trees were torn U? by the roots, and a terrible 11orm it 
Has; and this held ::i.bout three honrs, and then began to 
~bate; and then in two hours mote it was calm, and bc-
gr..n to rain very hard. · 

All t~i'6 while I fat upon the ground very much terri­
fied and dejecred, when on a 1uddeu it came into my 
tho!.lghts that thefe winds and rain being the c1mfequence 
of the earthquake, the eart~quake itfolf was (pent a_n~l 
over, and 1 migh: \·enture into my cave agam: witn 
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this thought my fpirits began to revive, and the rain 
helping alfo to perfuade me, I went in, and fat me down 
in rny tent, but the rain was fo violent, that my tent 
was ready to be beaten down with it, and I was forced 
to go into my cave, tho' very much afraid and uneafy. 
for fear it fnould fall on my head. 

This violent rain forced me to a new work, viz. to 
cut a hole thro' my new fortification, like a fink, to let 
the ,vater go out, which would elfe have drovmed my 
cave. 1\fcer 1 had been in my cave fome time, and 
found ilill no more fhock of the earthquake follow, I 
began to be mote compofed; and now, to compofe my 
fpirits, which indeed wanted it Yery much, I went to 
my little ftore, and tool;., a linall fop of rum, which 
however I did then, and always very f p:i.ringly, knowing 
I coulJ have no more when that was gone. 

It continued rai·1ing all that night, and great part of 
the next day, fo that I could not il:ir abroad; bm my 
mind being more C)mpoied, I began to think of what [ 
had beft to do; concluJing, that if che ifbnd w,,s fob­
jell to tl-ie{c carthquake3, there would be no living fo: 
me in a ca"e, but [ mufr think of building me fome 
little hut m an O?en place, wnich I might furruund with 
a wall, as I had done here, and fo make myfelf fecure 
from wiid bealls or men; bJt concluded, if I itaid 
where I was, I ihou:<l cert:i.inly, one time or other, be 
buried dive. 

Wi ch the[e thc'u~hts I re.folvcd to move my tent 
from the place ,vhere it il:o.)d, which wa~ juil: under the 
hangrng precipice of the hill, and which, if it ihould 
be fhaken again, \1ould certainly fall upon my tent ; 
and l fpent the two next days, being the 19th and 20th 
of :',p1}l, in contriving where and how to remove my 
habitation. 

The fear of being fwa1lowed up alive affeB:ed me fo 
that I never fiept in quiet ; and yet the apprehenfions of 
~ying abro~d, without any fence, were almoft equal to 
1t.-But {bll, when I looked about, and faw how every 
thing was put in order, how perfeB:ly concealed I ' 
was, and how fafe from danger, it made me loth to re• 
move. 

In 
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In the mean time it oceurrecl to me, that it would re­

quire a va!t deal of time for me to <lo this, and that I 
mull: be contented to run the venture where I was, till I 
had formed a camp for mylelf, and had focurcd it fo as to 
remove to it: fo with this refolution I compofcd myfelf 
for c1. time, and refoh-cd tr.at I would go to work with all 
fpecd to build me a wall '"ith pi 1es ?.~d cables, &c. in a 
c,irclc, as before, and fot my tent up in it when it was 
.tini.hed; Gut that I v-:ould vc.nture to fray \\here I was till 
it ,vas nnifhed and fit to 1 emove to.-This was the 2 dl. 

April 2 z. The next morning l began to codidcr of 
mean., tc tu: this refolvc in execution ; but 1 was at a 
great lofs abor1t my tools; I had three large axes, ancl 
.1 bundancc of hatchets (for we carried the hatc;1ets for 
traffic ,v1th the indi2nc;) b.it ,•,ith much chopping and 
c..:::tti1!g k.10tty hard wood, hey w~re aJI foll of rwtchc-;, 
.?'1-! d !l, ~nd tho' J haci a grinJfbnc, I could not turn it 
<.nJ 6 rind my tools too; this cdt ne as much t.houg!;!: 
as a 11:atciin.!n ,voul<l have he1ov:ed on a grand point 
,.,i poI:1 ic~, or ~ j 11Jge upon :.::.~ Efo ~•~d de-1th cf a cri-
11inal.-t t le 1g.h l con,, ive l a vr.reL with a aring t, 
: 'jf, it ,,ith rny foct, th~: 1 I.ii-..) t J-,,.VC bo~\ !11,' h~rd, I I \.l I I • • • 1 1 . . F' at 1i,"l ~/ -.'ic-:c, , :i.a not icc:1 :ny {u-:,1 t 11,'.: 11 _ n. I I ., . . . , g J.r:(;, <J.l' a~ ,: •• L 11.t to t 1 - ' rN1cc .1ow It wa.; acne; 
ti,>' Ii 1ce I 1 ave cble1Trd it was \'c.Tv co nmon there; 
h~ l !-, ·th ,t, m:.r grin..l1b·1e w:is very· laigc a~c1. heavy. 
Tt1ic; ma--h:!1c: coit me a fut wee.:(\ \\•ork to bring it to ,....~ ,.. I:' ''""P ,t~1.iC..,.., I • 

1~_:-ril :3, 29. 1 hd~ t,vo rvhok t1ajs r took up in 
grinding my tool,; my machine for tuzni:1g my grin<l­
itOI'e pc:-Forming very well. 

.:\n·il 30. Ifaving perceived my br~ad had been 
I w a gre.it while, I now took a furvcy of It, and n.:duced. 
rnyfei.t to une bilcuit-c:::ke a day, w:1ich made my hea,t 
very he~vy. 

?vfay r. In ~1-ie morning, Jookin?" towards the fea-fide, 
the tide bcinir low, l faw fomethmg lie on the fhore 
bigger th:1n irdinary, and it looked like a cafk; when I 
came to it, I found a fmdl barrel, and two or thrc.e 
pieces of the wreck of the !hip, whiGh were driven on 
fhorc by the Iatc hurricane; and looking towards the 
wreck itfelf, I thougnt it feemed to lie higher out of the 

wate 
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water than it ufed to do; I examined the barrel which 
was dri vcn on Ihore, and foon found it to be. a barrel of 
gu:1powder, but it haci taken water, and the powder was 
caked as hard as a fione. However, l rolled it farther on 
the Ihore for the prefent, and went on, upon the fands, 
as near as I could to the wreck of the fhip, to look for 
more. 

When I came down to the Ihip, I found it ftrange!y 
.removed ; the fore-caiHe, which lay before buried in 
fond, was heaved up at leaft fix feet; and ~he ftern, which 
was broken to pieces, and parted from the rdt by the 
force of the fca, foon after I had left rummaging of her .• 
was toffed as it were up, and ca1 on one fide; and the 
fand was thrmvn fo high on that fide next the Hern, that 
w,1erea5 there was a great place of water before_, fo th2.t 
I could not come within a quarter of mile of the wrect 
without fwimming, I could now walk quite up to her 
when the tide was out. I was furprifcd at this at fi.rfr, 
but foon conclm.!ed 1t muft be done by the earthq..:iake; 
and as by this violence the fhip was more broke op"'a· 
than fo1 merly, fo many things came daily on {hore whid1 
the ft:a had loofened, and which the winds and water ro! . 
led by degrees to land. 

This who11y diverted my thoughts from the dcfign of 
removl!lg my habitation; and 1 bulled myfelf mightily, 
that day efp~cially, in fcarching whet .. er I could m.ike• 
any way into the fhip; but l fou,·, 1 nothing \Vas to be ex,. 
pc.:c.le<l of the ki 1d, tor chat a:l the in fide of the {hip w ,~; 
choakeJ up with fand. However, as I had learnt not to 
de1pair of any thing, I refoln:cl to puil every thin<r ro 
pie..:es that l co:i'd of the fhip, conc.uding that <'~en-· 
thing I could get from her would be of 1cme ufe or o~h/:· 
tu l~:!. 

·i..1y 3. I began with my faw, and cut a piece of :). 
beam thro' which I thought he!J fome of the upper part, 
or quarler dl.,ck, to,;cthcr; and when I· had cut it thro' ,. 
I c,eared away the land, as \ ·ell as I coulJ, from the 
fil1c which lay higheH:. But the ti<le com.ng in I was 
obiigd to gi\ e it over for that time. 

May +· l we.1t a filhin~, b:.i caught but one fi{h that 
I durit eat of, till l was weary of my fport, wh..m jm1: 
going to leave off1 I caught a young doiphin. I had 
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made me a long line of fame rope-yarn, but I had no 
hooks, yet I frequently caught fi{h enou,l"h, as much as 
-I cared to eat; al! which I dried in th~ fun, and eat 
them dry. 

May 5. Worked on the wreck, cut another beam afun­
der, and brought three great fir planks off from the 
decks, which I tied together, and madt: fwim on fhon:: 
when the tide of flood came on. 

May 6. Worked on the wreck, got feveral iron bolts 
01at of her, and other pieces of iron- work ; worked very 
hard, and came home very much tired, and had thoughts 
of giving it over. 

l\.fay 7. Went to the wreck again, but with an intent 
not tG work ; but found the weight of the wreck had 
broken itfelf down, the beams being cut, that feveral' 
pieces of the !hip feemed to lie Ioofe, and the infide of 
t.he hold lay fo open, that I could fee intu it, but almoft 
full of water and fand. 

May 8. Went to the wreck, and carried an iron cro\V 
to wrench up the deck, which lay now quite clear of 
t he water or fand. I wrenched open two planks, and 
brought them on fhore alfo with the tide. I left the iron 
crow in the wreck for the next day. 

May 9. Went to the wreck, and with the crow made 
wav into the body of the wreck, and felt feveral cafk.s, 
an<l loofened them with the c.row, but could noc break 
t hem up; I felt alfo a roll of Engli!h lead, and could 
fur it, but it was too heavy to remove. 

May 10, 1 1, 1 2, J 3, I+· Went every day to the wreck, 
and got a gTeat deal of pieces of timber and boards, or 
planks, and 2 or 300 weight cf iron. 

May 15. I carried two hatchets to try if I could not 
cut a piece off the roll of lead, by placing the edge of 
one hatchet and driving it with the 01:her; but as it lay 
a.bout a foot and a halt in the water, I could not make 
any bluw to drive the hatchet. 

M ay I 6 It had bl owed hard in the night, and the 
wrec.k appeared more broken by the force of the water ; 
~ut I llaid fo long in the woods to get pigeons for food, 
r hat the tide prevented me going to the wreck that day. 

May 17. I faw fome pieces of the wreck blown 0 11 

H.ore at a great d-iftance, two miles off me, but refolred 
co 
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to fee what they were, and found a piece of the head, 
but too heavy for me to bring away. 

l\tlay 24. Every day to this day I worked on the 
wreck, and with much labour I loofened fome things fo 
much with the crow, that the firll: flowing tide feveral 
cafks floated out, and two of the feamens chefis. But 
the wind blowing from the fuore, nothing came to land 
that day but pieces of timber, and an hogfhead which 
had fome Brafil pork in it, but the falt water and the 
fand had fpoiled it. 

I continued this work every day to the 15th of June)> 
except the timeneceffary to get food, which I always ap­
pointed, during this part of my employment, to he when 
the tide was up, that I might be ready when it was eb­
bed out; and by this time had gotten timber and plank, 
and iron-work, enough to have built a good boat, if I 
had known how; and I alfo got, at feveral times, and 
in fever al pieces, near 1 oo weight of the fheet lead. 

June 16. Going down to the fea-:fide I found a large 
tortoife or turtle; this was the firfi I had feen, whicll, it 
feems, was only my misfor:une, not any defect of the 
place, or fcarcity; for had I happened to be on the other 
fide of the ifland, I might have had hundreds of them 
every day, as I found afterwards; but perhaps had paid 
dear enough for them. 

June 17. I fpent in cooking the turtle. I found in; 
her threefcore eggs; and her flefh was to me, at that time. 
the moft favoury and pleafant that ever l .afted in ID/ 
life, having had no flefh but of goats and fowls fince I 
landed in tnis horrible place. 

June 1 8. Rained all the dav, and I ilaid within, I 
thou6ht ac this time the rain ft:lt cold, anJ l was forne­
what chilly, which I knew was noc ufnal i:1 that :atitude •. 

June 19. Very ill and fuivering, as if me we;;.ther had 
been cold. . 

June 20. ~o refr all night ; violent pains in my 
head, and feveri {b 

June 2 L Very ill, frighted almo!l to death with the 
appreheniions of my fad condition-to be {i ck, and no 
help.-Prayed to Gou for the firil time fince the frorm of: 
Hull , but lcarce knew what I laid or why, my thou 2"hts 
being all confuted. D 
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June 22. A little better, but under dreadful apprehena 

£ons of ficknefa. 
June 23. Very bad again; cold and fhivering, and 

• then a violent head-ach. 
June 24. Much better. 
June 2 5. An agne,.very vio!ent; the fit held me feven 

hours-cold fit an<l hot-with faint fweats after it. 
June 26. Better-:md having no victuals to eat, took 

my gun, but found rnyfelf v"!ry weak; however, I killed 
a ihe goat, and with much difficulty got it home, and 
broiled fome of it, and eat; I would fain have ficwcd it, 
and made forne broth, but had no pot. 

June 27. The ague again fo violent, that I lay a becJ 
all day, and neither eat nor drank. I was ready to pe­
rifh with thirft, but fo weak I had no ilrength to ftand. 
up, or get myfelf any water to drink; prayed to God 
again, but was light-headed; and when I was not, I 
was fo ignorant that I knew not what to fay; I only lay 
and crjed, Lord look upon me; Lord, pity me ; Lord, 
have mercy upon me.-I fuppofe I did nothing elfe for 
two or three hours, till the fit wearing off, I fell afieep., . 
and did not awake till far in the night. When I awaked, 
l found myfelf muc.h refrefhed, but weak, and exceed­
ingly thirfi:y; however, as I had no water in my whole 
habitation, I was forced to lie till morning, and went 
to Deep again. In this f~cond il,eep I had this terrible 
dream. 

I thought that I was :fitting on the ground, on the 
outfide of my wall, where I fat when the ftorm blew 
after the earthquake; an<l that I faw a man dcfcend from 
a veat black cloud, in a bright flame of fire, and light 
upon the ground. He was all over as bright as a flame, 
fo that I could but juil: bear to look towards him; his 
countenance wa,s moft inexpreHibly dreadful, impoffible 
for wonls co defcribe; when he ftepped upon the ground 
with his f1.;et, I thought the earth trembled, juil: as it hac! 
<lone before in the earthquake; and all the air looked, 
to my apprehenfion, as if it had been filled with flaihes 
of fire._ 

He was no foon~r l:rndecl upon the earth, but he 
moved forwards towards me, with a long fpear Gr wca­
!'Oll in his hand to kill me ; and when he came to a. 
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rifing grou_nd, at fo1!1e difi:anc_e,. h~ fpoke to me, or ~ 
heard a voice fo terrible, that 1t 1s 1mpoffihk to exprds 
the terror of it; all that I can fay l underilood, was 
this, Seeing all thefe things have not brought thee to re­
pentance, now thou £halt die. At which v. ords, I thought 
he lifted up the fpear that was in his hand to kill me. 

No one that £hall ever read this account, will expect 
that I £hould be able to defcribe the horrors of my foul 
at this terrible vifion; I mean, that even \\'hile it was a 
dream, I even dreamed of thofe horrors ; nor is it any 

· more poffible to defcribe the impreilion that remained 
upon my mind, when I awaked, and found it\\ as but a 
dream. 

I had, alas! no divine knowledge; what I lrnd re­
ceived by the good infrruclion of my father, was then­
worn out by an uninterrnpted feries, for cigh t ye:i.rs <'f 
fea-faring wickednefs, and a conftant convcrfation with 
1-1one but fuch as were like myfelf, wicked and profane 
to the laft degree :. I do not remember, that I had in all 
that time one thought that fo much as tended either to 
looking upwards towards God, or inwards towards a re~ 
fieclion upon my own ways ; but a certain ftupidity of 
foul, without de:fire of good, or confcience of evil, had 
entirely overwhelmed me, and T was all that the moil 
hardened, unthinking, wicked creature among our com­
mon failors can be fuppofed to be, not having the leail: 
fenfe of the fear of God in dangers, or of thankfulnefa 
to God in ddiver;.nces. 

In relating what is already pafr of my ftory, this 
will be the more eafilv believed, when I £hall add, that 
through all the variety of miferies that had to this day 
befailen me, I never had fo much as one thought of its 
being the hand of GQd, or that it was a jufr punifhment 
for my fins my rebellious behaviour againil my father, 
or my prelent fins, which \Vere g1eat; er fo much as a 
puni{hmen t for the general courfe of my wicked life. 
WLe :1 I was on the ddperate expedition, on the defart 
!bores of A,ri.ca, l never had io much as one thought 
of what would become of me, or one wifh to God to 
diretl me whither fhould go, or to keep me from the 
danger which apparently furrounded me, as well from 
voracious creatures, as cruel favages : But I was 

merely 
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merely thoughtlefs of God, or a Piovidence; I aclecl like a mere brute, from the principles of nature, and by the dictates of common fenfe only, and indeed hardly that. 

When I was delivered and taken up at fea by the Por­tugal captain, well ufed and dealt jufHy and honou1·ably with, as well as ch:iritably, I had not the leafi: thankful­ne{s in my thoughts : When again I was fhipwrecked, ruined, and m danger of drowning on this ifland_, I was as far from remorfe, or looking on it as a judgment ; I only faid to rnyfelf often, that I was an unfortunate dog, and born to be alwa} s rniferable. 
It is true, when I got on fhore Jirft here, and found all my 1hip's crew urowned, and rnyfelf fpare<l, I was fur .. priftd with a kind of extafy, and Jome tranfports of foul, which, had the grace of God affifl:ed, might have came up to true thankfulnefs ; but it ended where it be­gan, in a m:;>re common flight of joy; or, as I may fay, being glad I was alive, without the Jeaft refleclion upon the diftinguifhing goodnefs of the hand which had prc­fervcd me, and had iingled me out to be preferve<l, when all the ref!: were deilroyed; or an inquiry why providence had been thus merciful to me; even jufr the fame common fort of joy which fearnen generally have, afcerth7 have got 1afe afhore from a foipwreck, which they drown all in the next bowl of punch, and for6et almoft as foon a! it is over, and all the reft of my life was Jike it. 

Even when 1 was afterwards, on due confideration, made fenfible of my co11dition, how I wa~ cail on this dreadful place, out of the reach of lrnman kind, out of all hope of relief, or prof pc:c1 of redemption; as foon as I faw a probabi1ity of livi ,1 g, and th,,t I fhould noc .fi:arve ana periih for hunger, all the fenfo ot my affi ccion wore o.ff, and I began to be very eaf), appli..!d myielt to the works proper for my prderv:nion and fupply, and was tar enough from being afflicted at my condition, as ~ judgment from heaven, or as the hand of God againic me; The(e were thougnts which very ieldom entered imo my head. 
Tne growing op of the corn, a5 is hinted in my jour­nal, had at fir,t lome littie mfluence upon me, ana be­

gan to aff'ec: me with feriouiiiefa, as long as I thought 
1t 
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it had fomething miraculous in it ; but as foon as ever 
that part of thought was removed, all the impreffion 
which was raifed from it, wore off alfo, as l have noted 
already. 

E en the earthquake, tho' nothing cou1d be more ter­
rible in its nature, or more immediately direlhng to tne 
invifible power, which alone direth fuch things; yet no 
fooner was the firft fright over, but tile impreffion it had 
made went off alfo. I had no more fenfe of God, or h1s 
judgment, much le[s of the prefent affliction of my cir­
cumftances being from his hand, than if I had been in 
the moft profperous condition in life. 

But now when I began to be fick, and a leifurely view 
of the mileries of death came to place itfelf before me ; 
when my f pirits began to fink under the burthen of a 
firong diftemper, and nature was e:xhaufi:ed with the 
violence of the fever; confcience, that had flept fo 
long, began to awake, and I began to reproach myfelf 
with my paft life, in which I had fo evidently, by unv 
common wickednefs, provoked the ju'hce o~ God to Jay 
me under uncommon !hokes, and to deal with me in fo 

·vindictive a ma11ner. 
Thefe reflections opprefied me from the fecond or 

third day of my diftemper, and i:1 a violence, as well 
of the fever, as of the dreadful reproaches of my con­
fcience, extorted fome words from me, like praying to 
God, tho' I cannot fay they were either a prayer attend­
ed with Jefires, or with hopes ; it was rather the voice 
of mere fright and difirefs; my thoughts were contufed, 
the convictions great upon my mind, and the horror of 
<lying in fuch a miferable conditi,1n, raifed vapours into 
my head with the mere apprehenfions ; and, in thefo 
hurries of my foul, I ~new not what my tongue might 
exprefs: But it was rather excl.1mation, uch as, Lord! 
what a miierable creature am [ 1! It l fhc,uld be fick, I 
.!hall certainly die for want of hc1p, a!1d what wul be­
come of me! Then the tears burft out of my eyes, and 
I could fay no more a gooJ while. 

In this interval, th good ... <lv1ce of my fa~her came to 
my mind, and pre~entl1 his predic.1:ion, which [ mention­
ed in the begin:1ing of this itory, v:z. That it l diJ take 
tr.is fooli!h ftep, God would not blefs me, and 1 would 

have 
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have 1eifure hereafter to reflect upon having neg1ecled his counfel, when there might be none to affift me in my re­
covery. Now, faid I aloud, my dear father's words are come to pafs : GoJ 's juftice has overtaken me, and r have none to help or hear me. I rejected the voice of providence, which had mercifoIIy put me in a poiture or itation of life wherein I might have been happy and 

cafy ; but r would neither fee it myfelf, nor learn to know the blefiing of it from my parents; I left them to 
mourn over my folly, and now I am left to mourn under the confeq nences of lt: I rettJ{ed their help and afliftance, who would have lifted me into the world, and would have made every thing cafy to me; and now I h:we dif­ficulties to ftri.lggle with, too great for even nnturc itfelf to fupport, and no a11i1tance, no help, no comfort, no ad­vice. Then I cried out, Lord, be my help, for 1 am in great diflrefa. 

This was the firfr prayer, if I might call it fo, that I had made for many ye.ars. Bnt I return to my journal. 
June 28. Having been fomewhat refrcfhed with the ileep I had taken, and the fit being entirely off, I got up; and though the fright and terror of my dream was very great, yet I confidered, that the fit of the ague would 

return agciin the next day, and now was my time to . get fomething to rcfrcfh and fupport rnyfelf when I ihould be iil; and the firi! thing I did, I filled a large fquare cale bottle with water, a!1d fet it upon my table, in 
reach of my becl; and to take off the chill or agui{h d1fpofition of the w:tter, I pnt about a qllaner of a pim of .rum into it, and mixed them togt ther; then I got me a piece of r.1e goat's fLfh, and broiled it on the coals, but could cat very litde; I wa:ked about, bL.t v.as very weak, and withal, very fad and heavy-hearted in the fen1e of my milen .. b;c conjition, dreading the rc:urn 

of my diil:emper the n~xt day; at night I m::dc my fopper of three of the turtle's e$gs? which I roafted in the alhes, and eat, as we ca1l 1t, in the fhell ; and 
this was the firlt bit ot meat I had ever alkcd God's blefiing to, even, as l could remember, in my wi101e life. 

After I had eaten, I tried to walk, but found myfelf fo weak, that I could hardly carry the gun ( for 1 nerer went 
01.\ 
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out without that) fo I \vent out but a little way, and 
fat down upon the ground, looking out upo:1 the fea, 
which was jui1 before me, and Ye1.·y calm and fmooth. 
As I fat here, fome thoughts, fuch as thefe, occurred 
to me. 

\Vhat is the earth and fea, of which I have feen fo 
much? \Vhence is it produced? And what am I, and 
all the other creatures, wild and tame~ human and bru­
ul, whe;1ce ari:: we ? 

Sure we are all made Ly ·fame fecret power, who 
formed the earth aud fea, the air and {ky ; and who is 
that? 

Tl.en it followed, mo!t: naturally; It is God that has 
made :t all: well, but then it came on ftrongly; if God 
has made all thefe things, he guides and governs them 
all, and all thino.;s that concern them ; for the Beint· 
d at could make ;n things, muft certainly have power 
to guide .. nd di.eel: them. 

If fo, nothing can happen in the great circuit of hfo 
wo kc;. eithe:w1thot!· his knowledge or:!ppointmew .. 

1,'1J if n thing 1•appens without his knowledge, Jte 
;.:,1 "i", •hat I am here, and in a drea .. lful condition ; 
~.:d ~f n"t:1i11gs happens witl1out his appbintment, he has 
.:p; 1i--:t1;.d all ~ ~is to befal me. 

i.. Iot;1,ng recurred to my thoughts to COl1tradi8: any 
of th ·k condufions; and therefore it reflect u1 on me 
\\ ith the g:-eater force~ that it muil needs be, that God 
had ap10111tcd all this to befal me; that I was brought 
to th1~ miferable circumrt.:.nce by his direction, he 
liaving t;1c fo,e power, not of me only, but of every 
thing chat happene~ in the world. Immediately it fol­
lowed. 

\Vhy has God done this to me? What h~vc I done to 
be thus ufrd ? 

My conicience prefently checked me in that inquiry, 
as if I had blafphcmed; and methought it fpokc to me 
.like a voice; v..rrctch! dof1: thou afk. wha~ thcu halt done? 
look back upon a dreadful mif.fpent life, and afk thy­
fdf, what thou hafr not <lone? Afk, why is it that thou 
wert not long ago deftroyed? \Vhy wert thou not drown­
ed in Yarmouth Roads r Killed in the tight when the 
ihip was taken by the Sallee man of,\ arr Devoured 

by 
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by the wild beafl:s of the coaft of Africa? Or, drowned here, when all tne crew perifhed but thyfelf? Doil- thou afk, What .have I done! 

I was ihuck dumb ,vith tliefe reReetions as one afi:o­nifhed, and had n11t a ,vord to fay, no, not to :rnfwer to myfdf; but rofe up penfive and ·fad, walked back to my retreat, and went up over my wall, as if I had been go­ing to bed; but my thoughts v-:ere fadly ditlurbed, and l had no incli.1a.ion to ileep; fo I fat down in my chair, clnd lighted my rnmp, for ic began to be dark. Now, as the apprehenfions of the return of my diftemper terrified me very much, it occured to my thought, that t:1e Bra­fillians take no phyfic but their tobacco, for almoil: all diilempen; and I had a piece of a roll of tobacco in one of the chefts, which was quite cured, and fome alfo that W:!s green, and not quite cured. 
1 wer.t, directed by heal'en, no doubt ! for i 1 this cheil: I found a cure both for fc ul and body ; I opened the cheil, and found what I looked for, viz. the to­bacco; and as the few books 1 had faved by there too, I took out orie of the bibles which I mentio'1ed befo;·e, and which, to this time, I had not found leifure, or fo much a:. inclinatirm, to look into; I far I took it o..1t, and brought both that and the tobacco ~vith me to tr.e table. 

What ufe to m2.ke of the tobacco I kne1,1,r not, as to my difi:emper, or whether it was good for it or no; b~t l tried fevera1 experiments with lt, as if I was refolvcd it fhould hit one way or other. I .firft took a piece of a leaf, and chewed it in my mouth, which indeed at firll almoft ftupified my brain, the tobacco bc.ing green and .ftrong, and that I had not been much ufeJ to it; then I took fome, and fl:eeped it an hour or two in rum, and re. folved to take a dofo of it when I lay down; and laHly, I burnt fame upon a pan of coals, and held my nofe clofe over the fmoke of it, as Jong as I could bear it, as we! for the he~t as the virtue cf ir, and I held a1mo11 to fof-+- . • ocauon. 
In the interval of this operation, I took up the Bible, and began to read; but my head was too much difturb­ed with the tobacco to bear reading, at le all at that time, only having opened the book cafoally, the firft 
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wcrds that occured to me were thefe, Cal! on me in the 
day of trouble, and I ~v.;i/l delicver, and thou fha t ghrUy me. 

1 he words were ·very apt to my cale, and ... acte 1ome 
impreffion upo'.l my thoughts at the time of reading 
them, trough not fo much as they did afterwards; for 
as for being- delivered, the word had no found, as I may 
fay, to me; the thing was fo remote, fo impoffible in 
my apprehenfion of things, that I began to fay, as the 
childrea ofifrael did, when they were promifed flefh to 
eat, Can Godfpread a ,ai/1 in the wildernefs? So I began 
to fay, can God himfelf deiiver me from this place? 
And as it was not for many years tl:at any hope ap­
peared, this prevailed ,,ery often upon my thoughts : 
but however, the words made a very great· impreffion 
ttpon me, and 1 mufed upon them very often. I g·ew 
now late, and the tobacco had, as] faid, dozed m v head 
fo much, t~1at I inclillcd to i1eep; fo I left my lamp 
bu;·1ii:1g in the cave, left I Clould want ~ny thing in the 
night, an.l went to bed; but before I lay down, I did 
\\. hat I never had done in ,-.; [ my life; I kneeled down 
and prayed to God to fo fii tlic prornife to me, that if I 
caLcd upon him in t!1e d~y of trnuble, he would deliver 
me: afcr my broken and imperfect prayer was over, I 
drank the rum in which I haJ ih:epeci the tobacco, 
which was fo ilrong and ra!"\k cf he tobacco, that in­
deed I could fcarce get it down. Immediately upon this 
I went to bed, an<l I found p;·efently it flew up rnto my 
head violently; but I fell into a found fleep, and waked 
110 more, tiil by the fun it muf1~ neccfiaril} be ne~r thrc.e 
o 'dock in the afternoon the next day; nay, to this hour 
1 am partly of the opinion, that I flept all the next day 
and night, and till almoil three the day after ; for 
otherwite I knew not how I fhould lofe a day OLlt of my 
rcckuning in the days of the week, as it appeared iome 
years after I had done; for if I had loft it by croiliug 
arid rc-croffing the line, I fhould have loll more than a 
day; but in my account, it was loft, and I nt!ver knew 
which way. 

Be that however one way or other, when I awaked~ 
I found myfelf exceedingly refreilied, and my 1pirits 
lively and che~rfol; when I got up, I was ftrongcr than 
I was the day before, and my · ftomach better; for .I 
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wa, hungry; anJ, in fhort, I had no fit the rext day,_ 
but continued much altered for the better: this \Vas the 
29th~ 

The 30th was my well day of courfe, and I went 
abroad with my gu.1, but did not care to travel too 
far: I killed a fea fowl or two, fomctliing like a brand 
goofe, and brought them home, but was not very for­
ward to eat them : fo I eat iome more of the turtle's 
eggs, which were very good : this evening I,rencwc<l 
t11e medicine which 1 had fuooo1ed did me 0'0GJ tl,c 

1. 0 

day before; viz. the tobacco :Jeeped in mm ; only I 
cid not take fo much :rs before, nor cEd I chew any of 
the leaf, or hold my head over the fmol·e; ho1;·cvcr, I 
w,rn not fo µ, ell the next day, which ·Na; 1he d: c,f Ju ;·, 
.-1s I hoped I ihou,d have bc1cn ; frr l ha a Httlc fpicc o( 
the cold fit, but it was not much. 

July 2. I rc:1ewed the medicine a11 the three ways, 
an<l dozed myfolf with it at firft, ~nd doubled the q 1•

1an­
tit} which I Jrank. 

july 3d. ! miffnd the fi: for gao~1 and all, though I 
aid not rcc:>;'c, my foll fb-ength for fomc weeks after, 
'\lVhiJe f ~~·:is thus g.:.thcriag Hr.:ngth, my thoughts r~n 
cxceedir.giy upo:1 this fr:riptu:-c, I will deliver thee; and 
the impoHib:lity of my Jdiverance lay much upon my 
minc.l, iu bar of my e .rcr expcBinr; it: but as I was dif­
couraging myfelf with fuch thoughts, it occurred to my 
mind, that I pored fo much upon my ckliverance from 
the m::i.in a.ffH:tion, that I <lifregarded the deliverance I 
had received; and I \vas, as it were, made to :i{k. my­
fclf fuch qudl:ions as theie; viz. have I not been deli­
\tered, and wonderfully too, from fickncfr,? from the 
mofl: difl:re1TeJ condition that could be, ai1d that was fo 
frightfol to me? and wnat notice had I t~ken of it ? had • 
I done my part? God had delivered me: but I had not 
glorified him : that is to fay, I had not o·.vneu :.nJ been 
thankful for that as a deliverance; and how could I ex­
pect greater deliverance ? 

This touched my he:i;·t very much, :ind immediately 
I kneeled down, and g:.ve Gcd thanks aloud, for my 
recovery from my fick,cf9, 

July 4. J n the morning I took the Bibie; and, be­
ginning at the New Tcftament: I began ferioufly to reaJ 

it, 

' •. 

I·• 

I.. 



, 
•! 

., 

ROBINSON ·c RUSO E. 93 
it, and irnpofed upon myfelf to read a while every 
~orning and every night, n•,t tyir.g myfelf to the nur.1-
ber ot chapters, but as long a~ my Lhoughts fhould en­
gage me: it was not iong afler I !et feriou-fly to this 
work, but I found my he~rt n:ore deeply and fincerely 
affecled with the v.ickedriefa of my pair lire; the im­
prei1ion of my dream revived, and the ,vords . All theje 
t.1Jings ha,ue not hrough· thee to repentance, ra!"! forioufly in 
my thought:.: 1 \\as earne1Hy begging ot God to give 
me repentance, whrn it happened providentially t~.e 
Ycry day, that', reading the icriprnre , I came to thefe 
words, He is exalted a Prince, c.nd a Saviour, to g-icve re­
pen:ance, an.: to gi ·ve remijjion: I [hrew down the book, 
and with my heart as weil as my hand lifted up to hea­
ven, in a kind of extacy of joy, I cried out alouJ, Jefos~ 
thou Son of David; Jefus! thou exalted Prince and 
Saviour\ give me n ptntancc.:. 

This was the firit time that I could fay in the true 
fenfe of the words, that I prayed in all my.life; for now 
I prayed with a fenfe of my condition, and with a true 
fcripture view of hope, fo:.ind;;d on the encourage_mer:t 
of the word of God ; :rn<l from this time, I may fay, I 
began to have hope that Cod would hear me. 

Now I be_gan to conil:rue the words mentir.ncd above, 
Call on me, and I will deli<ver thle, in a diift:rent !enfo 
from what [ had ever done before; for then I had no no­
tion of any thing being called deliverance, but my he 
ing delivered from the captivity I was in ; for though I 
was indeed at large in the place, yet the iiland was cer­
tainly a prifon to me, and that in the worft fonfe in the 
world; but now I learned to take it in another fonfe. 
Now l lookcd back upon my pail life ,vith fucli horror., 
and my fins appeared fo dreadful, that my foul fought 
nothing of God, but deliverance from the loaJ. of guilt 
that bore down all my comfort. As for my folit ary Jife 3 

it was nothing; I did not fo much as pray to be deli­
vered from it, or think of it; it was a!l of no confidera­
tion in comparifon of this ; and I added this part here. 
to hint to w11oever. ihall read it, than whenever they 
come to a true fenfe of things, they will find deliverance 
from fin a much greater blefiing, than deliverance from 
affliction. 

But 
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But leaving this part I return to my journal. 

My condition began now to L~, thC'ugh not lefs rni­
ferable as to my way at living, yet much ea.tier to my 
mind ; ,,nd my thoughts bein "I· J, cfted, by a confiant 
reailing the fcripture, an :i:Ha; 1 ·g to God, to thing~ of 
a hig!1er nature, I hau a great ~eal of comfort within, 
which till no.v I k:1ew not,11ng r f: a.fo as my health and 
.fhcngth returned, I beilirrel myfolf to turnifh myfelf 
with every thing that I wanted, and make my way of 
Ii ving as regular as I could. 

From the 4th of July to the 14th, I was chiefly em­
ployer.! in walking about with my gun in my hand a little 
and a little at a time, :i.s a man that was gathering up his 
ftrength after a fit of ficknefs ; for it is hardly to be ima­
gined, how low I was, and to what weaknels I was re­
duced. The application which I made ufe of, was per­
frcUy new, and perhaps what had never cured an ague be­
fore ; neither can I n:comrnend it to any one to praclife 
by this experiment; and though it did carry off the fit, 
yt!t it rather contributed to \,eaken me; for I had fre­
quent convu!fions in my nerves and limbs hrforne time. 

I learnt from it alfo this in particular, that being 
~broad in the rainy feafon. wa., tne mo.il pernicious thing 
to my health that could be, cfpecially in thofe rains 
which came attended with ftorrns and hurricanes of 
wi nc.i ; for 2s the rain which came in a clry fo ... fon was 
a;ways n1oil accompanieJ wilh fuch fiorms, fo I found 
th:, r..tin was much more dangerous d.an the rain which 
fell in September and Ofiober. 

I had betn r,ow in th i.c, u11i.appy ifland abovi.: ten 
months; di pofibility of e!ivcrar.ce from thic; crndi­
tion fccmcd to be entirely tz.kcn from me, and I f:rmly 
believed, that no numan fr1apc h.id ever fet f0ot upon 
that place. Having r.ow feclir..:d my habitatio:1, as I 
thought, fully to my rni,1J, I had a great ddire to 
make a more pcrfo:l dikovcry of the ifiand, and t0 foe 
what other productions I rnig:1t f:nd, whic,1 yet I k 1i;w 

nothing of. 
It was the I 5th of July th?.t I began to take a more 

particular forvcy of the if!and "tfclf; 1 wer.t cp the 
cretk 

f· 
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creek firft, where, as l hinted, I brought my rafts on 
ihore. I o nd, after I c, 1i1e about two m 'es up, that the tide .... d not flow any highe , and that it was no more than a iittle brook ot running water, and very frdh and 
good; but thi• being the dry feafon, there was hardly 
any water in fome parts of it, at leaft not enough to run into any ftream, fo as it co,1ld be perceived. 

On the bank of this brook I found many pleafant favannas or meadows, plain, fmooth, and covered with grafs ; and on the rifing parts af them next to the higher grounds, where the water, as it might be fup­pofed, never overflowed, I found a great deal of to­
bacco, green, and growing to a great and very ftrong fialk : tht:re were divers other plan ts which I had no 
notion of, or unde1 ftanding about ; and might per­haps have virtues of their own, which I cculd not firrd out. 

I fearched for the ca!fava root, which the indians in all that climate make their bread of, but I could find none. I faw large plants of aloes, but did not then und~rftand them : I faw feveral fogar canes, hut wild, and, for want of cultivation, imperfect I con. tented myfelf with thefe difcoveries_ for "this time, and ,came back, mufiag with myfolf what courle I might take to know the virtue and goodnefs of any of the fruits or planes v. hi ch I fhould difcover, but could bring it to no conclufion ; for, in !hort, I had mad€ fo little obfervation while I was in the Brafils, that I 
knew little of the plants of the field, at leaft verv little that might ferve me to any purpofe, now in my di{hefs. 

The next day, the 16th, I went up the fame way again; and, after going fomething farther than 1 had done the d<.ly before, I funnd the brook and the favan­na's began to c~are, and the country bcc.ime more wot,dy than before. In this part I found different fruits., an<l particul:uly I found melons upon the ground in great abundance, and grapes upon the trees ; the v~nes had fp1ead indeed over the trees, and the cluf­ters of grapes were juft now in their prime, very 
ripe and rich. This was a furpriiing difcovery, and I was nceeding t;lad of them, au: I was warnec! by 

my 
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my experience to eat fparingly of them, remembering., 

th:::t when I was afnore in Ba.-bary, the eating of grapes 

k1l.ed feveral of our Engliihmen who were flaves there, 

by throwing thtm into fiuxe6 :ind fr·:ers : but I found an 

excellent ufe for there grapes, and that w2s to cure or 
dry them in the fun, and keep them as <lrycd grapes or 

raiiins are kept, which I thought would be, as indeed 

t;:ey were, as wholcfome, and as agreeable to cat, when 

no grapes might be had. 
I fpent all that e\'ening the.re, and went not bad~ to 

my habitation, which by the way w.:i.s the firil night, as 

I might fay, I had lain from home. In the nig11t l took 

my fidt contrivance, and got up into a tree, wh--re t 
G-ept well, and the next morning proceeded upon my di,:. 
covery, travelling near four miles, as I might judge by 
the length of the valley, keeping fl:ill due north, with a 

ridge of hill3 on the fouth and north fide of me. 
At the end of this march I came to an opening, where 

the country feemed to defcen<l to the wefl:; and a little 
[~)ring of freih w.lter, wl1ic11 iffoed out of the iiJe of 

t11e hill b>· me, ran the other way, tlut is, due eaft; and 
the country appeared fo frdh, fo green, fo flouri1hing, 
every thi:1g bei,1J in a conlhnt verdure, or flourilh of 
fp;ing, trut it lo0kc<l like a planted garden. 

I dcfcended a little on the fide of that delicious valley, 

furveying it with a fecret kind of pleafore (though 
mixed w1th other affiic"'c:ing thoughts) to think that tnis 
was all my mvn, that I was king and lord of all this 
country indefeafibly, and had a right of pofieffion; and 
if I could convey ic, I might h.::.ve ic in inheritance, ~s 
completely as any lord of a manor in England. I faw 

here abundance of cocoa-trees, orange and lemon, and 
citron-trees; but all wi1d, and few bearing any fruit; 
at leail:, not then: however, the grt'en limes that I ga­
thered, were not only pleafant to eat, but very whole. 

fame; and I mixl!d their juice afterwards with water, 

which maJe it very wholefome, and very cool and re. 
frcfhing. 

I founJ now 1 had bufinefs enough, to gather and carry 
home; and refolved to lay up a Hore, as well of grapes 
as limes and lemons, to furnifh myfelf for the wet feafon, 

which I knew was approaching. 
In 
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In order to do this, I gattered a great heap of grapes 

in one place, and a leffer heap in another place, and a 

o-reat parcel of limes and lemons in another place ; and 

~aking- a few of each wi:h me, I travelled homeward, 

and r~,fol ved to come again, and bring a bag or fack, or 

wl1at I cou!J make, to carry the reft home. 
Accordingly, having f pent three days in this journey, 

I came home (fo I muil now call my tent, and my 

cave ; ) but before I got thither, the grapes were fpoiled; 

the richncfa of the fruit, and the weight of the juice, 

havin0" broken them, and bruifed them, they were good 

for lit~le or nothing; as to the limes, they were good, ' 

but I co_uld bring but a few. 
The next day, being the 19th, I went back, having 

made me two {mall bags to bring home my harveit: But 

I was forprifed, when coming to my heap of grapes, 

which were fo rich and fine when I gathered them, I 
found them all f pread abroad, trod to pieces, and drag­

ged about, fome here, fame there, and abundance eaten 

and devoured: By this I concluded there were fome 

wild creatures thereabouts, which had done this ; but 

what they were I knew not. 
Howe\:er, as 1 found there was no laying them up on 

heaps, and no carrying them away in a fack, but that 

one way they would be deihoyed, and the other way they 

would be cru{hed ,vith their own weight, I took another 

courfe; for I gathered a large quantity of the grapes, and 

hung them upon the out branches of the trees, that they 

might cure and dry in the fun ; and as for the limes and 

lemons,I carried a~ many back as I could well f!:and under . 

When I came home from this journey, I contemplated 

with great pleafure the fruitfulnefs of that valley, and 

the pleafantnefs of the f1tuation, the fecurity from ftorms 

on that fiJe of the water, and the wood ; and con­

cluded that I had pitched upon a place to fix my abode, 

which was by far the worft part of the country. U pen 

the whole, I began to confider of removing my habi ta­

tion, and to look out for a place equal!} fafe as where 

I now was .fituate, if poilible, in that pleafant fruitful 

part of the ifiand. 
This thought ran long in my head, and I was ex­

ceeding fond of it for fome time, the pleafantnefs of che 
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place tempting me ; but when I came to a nearer view 
of it, and to confider that I was now by the fea :fide, 
where it was at lea.ft poffible, that fomething might hap­
pen to my advantage, and that the fame ill fate that 
brought me hither, might bring fome other unhappy 
wretches to the fame place; and though it was karce 
probable, that any fuch thing fhould ever happen, yet 
to inclofe myfelf among the hills and woods, in the cen­
tre of the ifland, was to anticipate my bondage, and to 
:render fuch an affair not only improbab1e, but impoilible; 
and that therefore I ought not by any means to remove. 

However, J was foenamoured with this p1ace, that I 
fpent much of my tin.e there for the whole remaining 
part of the month of July ; and though, upon fecond 
thoughts I refolved as above, not to remove; yet I built 
me a little kind of a bower, and furrounded it at a dif­
tance with a firong fence, being a double hedge, as hi3h 
as I could reach, well flaked and filled between with 
bru!hwood; and here I lay very fecure, fometirnes two or 
three nights together, always going over it with a lad­
der, as before ; fo that I fancied now I had my country­
houfe, and my fea coafi-houfe: and this work took me 
up to the beginning of Augufr. 

I had but newly finifhed my fence, and began to enjoy 
my labour, but the rains came on, and maJe me ftick 
clofe to my firft habitation; fur though I had made me a 
tent like the other, with a piece of a fail, and fpread it 
very well, yet I had not the fhel ter ol an hill to keep me 
from ftorms, nor a cave behind me to retreat into when 
the rains were extraordinary. 

About the beginning of Augufl:, as I faid, I had finifh­
ed my bower, and began to enjoy mylelf. The third of 
Auguil I found the grapes l had hung up were perfectly 
dried, and indeed were excedent good raifins of the 
fun ; fo I began to take th~m down from .the tre~~, and 
it was very happy that I d1<l fo, for the rains which fol­
lowed would have fpoilcd them, and I had loft the bell 
part of my winter food ; for I had ..ibove two .. hundred 
large bunches of them No fooner had I taken them 
all down, and carried mo.ft of them home to my cave, 
hut it began to rain; and from thence, which was 
the fourteenth of Auguft, it rained more or lefs every 
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I.,, 

I• 

I 
' 



R O B I N S O N C R U S O E. 97 
<lay, till the middle of Ocl:ober; and fometimes fo vio­
lently, that I could not ftir out of my cave for feveral 
days. 

In this feafon I was much furprifed with the increafe: 
of my family: I had been concerned for the lofs of one 
of my cats, who ran away from me, or, as I thought. 
had been dead; and I heard no more tale or tidings of 
her, till to my aftonifhment fue came home about the 
end of Aug.uft, with three kittens. This was the more 
ftrange to me, becaufe tho' I had killed a wild cat, as I 
called it, with my gun, yet I thought it was a quite dif-
ferent kind from our European cats; yet the y , cats 
were the fame kind ofhoufe breed like theold.o and 
both my cats being females, I thought it verY-t · 
But from thefe three cats, I afterwards came~.,._ .. M.,,.· '1 • 
peil:ered with cats, that I was forced to kill t ' -. · 
vermin, or wild beafts, and to drive them from nry houfo 
as much as poffible. 

From the fourteenth of Auguil: to the twenty-fixth, 
inccffant rain, fo that I could not Hir, and was now 
very careful not to be much wet. In this confinement I 
began to be ftreightened for food, but venturing out 
twice, I one day k5lled a goat; and the laft day, which 
.was the twenty-fixch, found a very large torto1fe, which 
was a treat to me, and my food was regulated thus: 1 
cat a bunch of raifins for my breakfall:, a piece of the 
goat's flefh, or of the turtle, for my dinner, broiled 
(for to my great mi~iortune I had no veild to boil or itew 
any thing;) and twoorthreeof the tnrtle'seggsfor fupper. 

During chis confinement in my cover by the rain, I 
worked daily two or three hours at enlarging my cave ; 
and, by degrees, worked it 011 towards one fide, till I 
came to thG outfi,Je of the hill, and made a door or way 
out, which came beyond my fence or wall ; and fo [ 
came in and out this \Vay : but I was not perfecl:ly eafy 
at lying fo open; for as I had managed myfelf before, I 
was i_n a perfect inclofure, whereas now I thought I lay 
t:):po!ed; and yet I could not perceive, that there was 
any living thing to fear, the biggeil creature that I had 
yet foen upon the ifland, being a goat. 

Sep~ember the thirtieth, I was now come to the unhap­
py anni verfary of my landing : I caft up the notches on 
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niy pofr, and found I had been on fhore three hundred 
a!':d uxry-fi ve days. 1 kept this day as a folemn fafl, 
felting- it apart ~o a religious exercife, profl:rating myfelf 
to the ground wnh the mofi: ferious humifo1tion, confcff­
i 1g my(e]f to God, acknowledging his righteous judg­
ment Uf0:1 me, and praying to him to have mercy on me, 
throt'gh Jefus Chrifi; and having not tafted the leaft re­
fo:flimcnt for twelve hours, even till the going down of 
the fun, 1 then eat a bifcuit-cake, and a bunch of grapes> 
.:nd went to bed, finifhing the day as I began it. 

I had all this time obferved no fabbath-day; for as at 
firfc I had no fenfe of rt: liginn upon my mind, Thad after 
fame time omitted to difhnguifa the weeks, by making a 
longer notch than ordinary for the fabbath-day, and fo 
did not rea11y know what any of the days were; but 
now having call up the days as above, I found I had 
been there a year; fo I divided it into weeks, and fet 
apart every feventh Jay for a fabbath; though I found 
at the end of my account, I had loft a oay or two of my reckoni r, ,, . 

..:, 

A linie after this my ink began to fail me, and fo I 
contented myfelf to ufe it more fparingly, and to write 
down only the moil: remarkable events of my life, with­
out continuing a daily memorandum of other things. 

The rainy feafon, and the dry feafon, began now to 
appear regular to me, and I learned to divide them fo as 
to provide for them accordingly. But I bought all my ex­
perience before I had it ; and this I am going to relate, 
was one of the moil difcouraging experiments that T made 
at all. I have mentioned, that I had faved the few ears of 
barley and rice which I had fo furprifingly found fpring 
up, as I thought of thcmfelves, and belie1;e there were 
about thirty ftalks of rice, and about twenty of barley; 
and now I thought it a proper time to fow it after the 
rains,the fun being in its fouthern pofition going from me. 

Accordingly I dug up a piece of ground, as well as I 
could, with my wooden fpade, and dividing it into two 
parts, I fowed my grain; but as I was fowing, it cafually 
occurred tG my thoughts, that I would not fow it all at 
firft, becaufe I did not know ,vhen was the proper time 
for it; fo I fowed about two thirds of the feeds, leaving about an hand fol of each. 

.-ft 
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1t was a great comfort to me afterwards, that I did fo, 
for not one grain of that [ fowed this time came to any 
thing; for the dry mo riths following, the earth having 
had no rain after the •eed was fown, it had no moifture 
to a.ffift its growth, and never came up at all, till the 
wet feafon had come again, and then it grew as if it had 
been newly fown. 

Finding my firft feed did not grow, which I eaftly 
imagined was by the drought, I fought for a moifter 
piece of ground to make another trial in; and I dug µp 
a piece of ground near my new bower, and fowed the reft 
of my feed in February, a little before the vernal equi­
nox ; and this, having the rainy months of March and 
April to water it, {prung up very pleafantly, and yielded 
a very good crop ; but having part of the feed left only, 
and not daring to fow all that I had yet, I had but a 
fmall quantity at lafi:, my whole crop not amounting to 
above half a peck of each kind. 

But by this experience I was made mafter of my bufi. 
nefs, and knew exactly when the proper feafon was to 
fow ; and that I might expecl: two feed times, and twQ 
harvefts every year. 

\Vhile this corn was growing, I made a little <lifco­
very, which was of ufe to me afterwards: As ·roon a <; 
the rains were over, and the weather began to fettle, , 
which was about the month of November, I made a 
vifit up the country to my bower, where, tho' I had not 
been tome months, yet 1 found all t11ings j,.iii as I left 
them. The circle or double hedge that I had made, 
was not only firm and entire, but the ftakcs which I had 
cut off of fome trees that grevv thereabouts, were all {hot 
out, and grown with long branches, as muc:i as a wil­
low tree 11fually ihoots the fidl year after lopping its 
head. I could not tell what tree to call it, that thefe 
ftakes were cut from. 1 was forprifed, and yet very well 

. pleafed, to fee the young trees grow; and I pruned them, 
and led them up to grow as much alike as l could; and 
rt is fcarce credible, how beautiful a figure they grew in to 
in three years ; fo that though the hedge made a ciicle of 
about twenty-five yards in diameter, yet the trees, for 
fuch I might now call them,foon covered it; and it was a 
com pleat fhade ,fufficient to lodge under all the dry feafo:i. 
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This made me refolve to cut fame more frakes, and 

make me an hedge like this in a femicircle round my 
wall, I mean that of my fir.ft dwelling, which I did ; 
and, placing the trees or ftakes in a double row, at above 
:ight yards diftance from my firfi: fence, they grew pre-
1en tly, and were at .firft a fine cover to my ha.bi tation, 
and afrerwards ferved for a defence alfo, as I iliall ob. 
ferve in its order. 

I found now, that th!! feafons of the year might ge. 
nerally be divided, not into fommer and winter, as in 
Europe; but into the rainy feafons, and the dry feafons, 
which were generally thus: 

Half February,IR. 1 {i b. h · March, amy, th1e un. emg t en on, or near, 
Half April, tie equinox. 

Half April, 1 
lvJ'.fay' Dry, the fun being then to the north 

une, , l 1. 
J l 0.1 tie me. u y, 

Half Augufi, J 
Half Auguft, 1 

September, Rain, the fun l::eing then come back, 
Half Oetober, 

.Half Otlober, 1 
November, Dry the fun being then to the fouth 
December, ' of the line. 

January, 
Half February, 

The rainy feafon fometimes held longer or fhorter, as 
the wind:i happened to blow; but this was the general 
obfervation I made. After I had found, by experience. 
the ill confequence of being abroad in the rain, I took 
care to furni!h myfelf with provifions beforehand, that 1 
might not be obliged to go out; and I fat within doors 
as much as poilible during the wet months. 

In this time I found much employment (and very 
foitable alfo to the time) for I found great occafion 
ot many things which I had no way to furnifh my­

"felf with, but by hard labour, and conftant applica­
tion; particularly, I tried many ways to make myfelf 

a 
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.f 

(., 

Dt 
E 

,i 



,. 

.. 

RO 13 INS ON CR US OE. 103 

a bafket ; but all the twigs J could get for the purpofe 
proved fo brittle, that they would do nothing. It proved 
of excellent advantage to me now, that when ( was a 
boy, I ufed to take great delight in ftanding at a bafket­
maker's in the town where my father lived, to fee them 
make their wicker-ware; and being, as boys ufoally are, 
very officious to help, and a great obferver of the man­
ner how they worked thofe things, and fometimes lent 
an hand, I had by this means fo full knowledge of the 
methods of it, that I ,vanted nothing but the materials; 
when it came into mv mind, that the twigs of that tree 
from whence I cut my ftakes that grew, might poHibly 
be as tough as the fallows, and willows, and ofiers, in 
England ; and I refolved to try. 

Accordingly next day I went to my country .. 
houfe, as I called it, and cutting fame of the fmaller 
twigs, I found them to my purpofe as much as l could 
cefire; whereupon I came the next time prepared with 
an hatchet to cut down a quantity, which I loon found, 
for there \'r.,S a great plenty of them: thefe I fet up tu 
dry within my circle or hedges; ~nd when they were 
fit for ufe, I carried them to my cave ; and here during 
the next feafon I employed my{elf in making (~s \vell 
as I could) a great many ba!kets, both to carry earth. 
or to carry or lay up any thing, as I had occdion ; and 
though I did not finifu them very handfomely, yet I 
made them fofficiently ferviceabie for my pnrpofe; and 
thus afterwards I took care never to be without them; 
and as my wicker-ware decayed, I made more; efpe­
cially I made !hong deep bafk.ets to place my corn in, 
ir:il:cad of facks, when I ihould come to have any quan­
tity of it. 

Having maftcred this difficulty, and employed a 
world of time about it, I beil:irred myfe1f to fee, if pof­
fible, how to fupp ly two wants. 1 had no ve!fels to 
hold any thing that was liquid, except two rundlets, 
which were almoft full of rum, and fome glafs bottles, 
fome of the common fize, and others which were cafe­
hottles, fquare, for the holding of waters, fpirits, &c. 
I had not io much as a pot to boil any thing in, except 
a great kettle which I faved out of the fhip, and whicl1 
was too big for fuch ufes as I defircd it for, viz. to 
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make btoth, and fl:ew a bit of meat by itfelf. The fe. 
cond thing l would fain have had, was a tobacco pipe, 

· but fr was impoffible for me to make one; ho, 'ever
1 

I 
found a contrivance for that too at laft. 

I employed myfolf in planting my fecond rows of 
{hkes of pi.e., and in this wicker work, 211 the fummer, 
or dry feafon; when another bufii1els took me up more 
time than it coL:ld be imagined 1 coul<l fpare. 

I mentioned before, that I had a great mind to fee the 
\i•hole ifland, and that I had tr,tvcllcd tip the brook, and 
fo on to \'.here I built my bower, and where I h,,d an 
0pt.:n1i1g qui~e to the fca, ·on the other fide of the ifland. 
I no:•/ ;·cJul:ve<l to tra,·el quite acrofs to the Cea fhorc on 
that :1de: So taking my gun, and hatchet, and my dog, 
,,nd a lar;f'r quantity of powder ~nJ !hot than ufual, 
w.i:h tv:0 :.,ib,ic-cakt:s, and a great bunch of r,1ifins in 
rny pouch, hr my Hore, I began my journey. When I 
L,:J F ff.:;J the vale wh~rc my bowc: ihad, as a'Jo,·e, I 
c..-.iru.! ,;,j~hin view of th•:: fea, to the weft ; an I it bein

6 
a 

ver~• clc?.r d:-:yJ 1 fairly <lefcried l;::1d, ·;:l:ct:Ier :::.n ithnl 
o;· continent, I cnuU not tell, but it lay wry high, ex­
tendinr- from the wef'r, to th~ '\V. S. V{. a t 4 Yer; }.!:rc,1t 
d!i~ar-ce; by my 1r1•cts it COll]d not be Icfa th:ia Eitc~n or 
C\';eurv ka~:.1~.., ·c-if. 

l c~•u!d 1~8, tcil what pai·t of the world this might be, 
otr.envifo than th::.t 1 knew it mutt be part of Am~rirn; 
and, ;;n ! concludcJ by all my ob!'crvations, mu:1 ~1e near 
the Sra:1ifh dominions, and perh:!ps was all ini1nb:teJ 
by fa~ages, where if I foot.Id have bn<led, Thad been 
in a worfo condition than 1 was now; and therefo1 cl ac­
quicfcc-cl in the difoofitions of providence, which I began 
1i-.Jw to own, and t~ believe, ordere:.l C\'ery tbing for th-.: 
~ft; I fay, I quietcu my mind ,,ith this, and left 
aiHicting myfelf with fruitlefs wi:11es o[~ting t:iere. 

Befides, afrerfome paufe upon thi:i affair, I confide1ed, 
that if this Jand was the Spaniili coafl:, I !hould certainly, 
one time or other, fee fome veffds pafs or repafs one 
way or other; but if not, then it was the favage coaft 
between the Spanifh country and Brafil, which were in-

·deed the woril of favages; for they are cannibals, or 
men eaters, and fail not to murder and devour all the 
human bodies that fall into their hands. 

H 
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\Vich thefe con!iderations I walked very leifurely for­
ward, I fc.,1rnd that fide of the ifland w}iere I no·.v v1as 
much p!cafanter than m.:nc, the ope:1 or fava.n:1a fielcs. 
fwcet, adorned with flowers and grafs, and foll of \'e:y 
fne wood5. I faw abundance of parrots, and Lli:1 wou:d 
l h:ive caught one, if poffible, to !(ave kept it to be tame, 
::rnd taught it to fpeak to me. I did, 2.fter fomc pain~­
taking, catch a young pttrrnt; for I knocked it down 
with a frick, and having recovered it, brought it heme, 
but it was fome years before I could make him fpeak.­
However, at laft 1 taught him to call me by my name 
very familiarly; but the accident that followed, tho' it 
be a trifle, will be very diverting in its place. 

I was exceedingly diverted with this journey: I found 
in the low grounds, hares as I thought them to be, 
and foxes, but they differed greatly from all the other 
kinds I had met with; nor could I fatisft myfelf to eat 
them, tho' I killed feveral; but I h:i.d no need to be 
venturous, for ~ had no want of food, .;.nd of that whid~ 
was ve.ry g(Jod .::oo; efpecially the[e three forts, viz .. 
go.:.ts, pigeons, and turtle or tortoife; which, ad,led to, 
my grapes, Leadenhall-market could not have fornithed 
4 better table than I, iil proportion to the comp rny.--. 
And though my ca[e was deplorable enough, yet l h:id 
great caufe fer thankfulnds, that I v.as not driven to 
any extremities for food_; but rather plenty, e1.'en :a, 
dainties. · 

I :-.ei.·er. trnve!led in this journey above two m:!es 
outright in a d:Ly, or tli~reabou•;s; but L took fo rm.'1y 
turns and reti.:n1s to lee what difroverics I could make, 
that I came weary e'1ough to the place where l re!:l'. vc .-i 
to ftt down for all night; and th en either, rcpofcd ::iy­
felf in a tree, or forrounded m.y {e!f with a rem· of iLL:. ,; 
fet upright in the grou:-id, c:rn·e~·. frcm one t..ec ~~ :1 110-

:her! or to as no wild cr~;iture rnt:lJ wmc at :ne w,i,ho ... t 
wa:<:mg me. 

As loon as I came to the fea fhorc, I· was furprifr·d to 
f~e that l had taken. up my lot on the worfr fide of the 
ifland; for here indeed the iborc was covered hll:1 in ­
numerable turtles, whereas on the other fide ~- h8.J. 
found but th:·(:e in a year and a half. H ere \\ a~ alf"o ~m 
infinite number of fowls of manv kinds io01..:: A v·~i c~ ✓ , • 
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I had not feen before, and many of them very good 
meat ; but fuch as I knew not the names of, except 
thofe called penguins. • 

I could have .fhot as many as I pleafed, but was very 
fparing of my powder and .fhot; and therefore had more 
mind to kill a .fhe-goat, if I could, which I could better 
feed on ; and though there were many goats here, more 
than on the other fide of the ifiand, yet it was with much 
more difficulty that I could come near them ; the conn­
try being flat and even, and they faw me much fooner 
than when I was on the hills. 

I confefs this fide of the country was much pleafanter 
than mine, but yet 1 had Rot the leaft inclination to re­
move, for as I was fixed in my habitation, it became 
Jlatural to me, and I feemed all the while I was here, to 
be, as it were, upon a journey, and from home. How­
ever I travelled along the fhore of the fea towards the 
eaft, I fuppofe about twelve miles, and then fetting up 
a great pole upon the fhore for a mark, I concluded I 

· ,vould go home again ; and the next journey I tock 
1hould be on the other fide of the i!land, eail: from my 
dwelling, and fo round till I came to my pofi: again : 
of which in another place. 

- I took another way to come back than that I went, 
thinking I could eafily keep all the ifiand fo much in 
my view, that I could not mifs finding my firft dwelling 
by viewing the country, but I found myfelf miftakcn; 
for being come about two or three miles, I found myfelf 
dcfcended into a very large valley; but fo forroundcd 
with hills, and thofe hills covered with woods, that I 
could not fee which was the way by any dircclicm but 
that of the fun, nor even then, unlefs I knew very well 
the oofition of the fun at that time of the day. 

It" happened to my forthcr misfortur.e, that the wea­
ther proved hazy for three or four days, while I was in 
'this valley, and not being able to fee the fun, I wan­
dered about very uncomfortably, and a t lafi was obliged 
to fincl out the '1ea-fide, look for my pofr, and come 
ktc.~ the fame way I went ; and then by eafy journics 
I turned homeward, the weather being exceeding hot ; 
:i.:icl my gun, ammuni~ion, hatcher, and other things, 
'\ Cr}' hei 'Y• 
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In this journey my dog furprifed a young kid, and 
feized upon it; ancl I running in to take hold of it, 
caught it, and faved it alive from the dog. I had a great 
mind to bring it home, ifT could., for I had often been 
muling whether it might not be poffible to get a kid or 
two, and fo raiie a breed of tame goats,_ which might 
fupply me when my powder and !hot !hould be fpent. 

I made a collar to this little creature, and with a firing 
which I made of fome rope-yarn, which I always carried 
about me, I led him along, though with fame difficulty, 
till I come to my bower, and there I inclofed him, and 
left him, for I was very impatient to be at home, from 
whence I had been abfent above a month. 

1 cannot exprels what a fatisfacl:ion it was to me, to 
come to my old hutch; and lie down in my hammock­
bed. This little wandering journey., without a fettled 
place of abode, had been fo unpleafant to me, that my 
own houfe, as I called it to myfelf, was a perfecl: fettle­
ment to me compared to that; and it rendered every 
thing about me fo comfortable, that I refolved I would 
never go a great way from it again, while it fhould be 
my lot to fray on the ifiand. 

I repofed myfelf here a week., to re.ft and regale my­
felf after my long journey ; during which, moft of the 
time was taken up in the weighty affair of making a 
cage for my pol, who began now to be a mere domeftic., 
and to be pr~tty well acquainted with me.-Then 
I began to think of the poor kid, which I had pent in 
within my little circle, and refolved to go and fetch it 
home, and give it fome food; accordingly I went, and 
found it where I left it, for indeed it could not get out, 
but was almoft ftarved for want of food ; I went and cut 
boughs of trees and branches of fuch fhrubs as I could 
find, and threw it over, and having f~d it, I tied it as I 
did before, to lead it away; but it was fo tame with 
being hungry, that I had no need to have tied it ; for it 
followed me like a dog-; and as I conftantly fed it, the 
creature became fo 10\ ing, fo gentle, and fo fond, that 
it became from that time one of my domeftics alfo, and 
would never leave me aften\ ards. 

·The rainy feafon of the autumnal equinox was now 
come, and I kept the 3vth of September in the fame fo~ 
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·lem~ manner ~s before, ?eing the anniverfary of my -landing on the 111and, having now been there two years, and no more profpecl: of being delivered than the firil day I came there. I fpent the whole day in humble and thankful acknowledgments of the many wonderful mercies which my fJlitary condition was attended with, and without which it might have been infinitely more miferable. I gave humble and hearty thanks, that God -had been plealed to difcover to me, even that it was 

poffible I might be more happy in this folitary condi­tion, than I fhould have been in a liberty of fociety, and in• all the pleafures of the world.-That he could fully make up to me the deficiencies of my folitary ftate:, 
and t'he want of human fociety, by his prefence, and the ·communication of his grace to my foul, fupporting, com­forting, and encouraging me to depend upon his provi­
dence here, and hope for his eternal prefence hereafter • .ft \Vas now that I began fenlibly to feel how much more happy the life I now led was, with all its mifera~ able circumftances, than the wicked, curfed, abominable life I led all the pa.ft part of my days ; and now having changed both my farrows and my joys, my very de~ fires altered, my affeclions changed their guft, and my delights were perfectly new from what they were.at firfl -coming, or indeed for the two years paii:, 

Before, as l walked abo\lt, either on my hunting, or for viewing the c:ountry, t 11e ~mgui.fh of my foul, at my condition, would break out upon me on a fudden, and my very heart would die within me, to th-ink of the woods, the mountains, the defarts I was in ; and how I 
\'as a prifoner locked up, with the eternal bars and bolts of the ocean, in an uninhabited wildernefs, without re­

demption. In the midft of the greateft compofures of my mind, this would break out upon me li~e a fro:m, and make me wring my hands, and weep like a cluld. Sometimes it would take me in the middle of my work, and I would immedlately fit clown and figh, and look upon the g.rnund for an h~o! or two together! and this was {rill worfe to me; for 1t I could burft out rnto tears~ -or vent myfelf by words, it would go off, and the grief· .having e.xhauflcd itiel f would abate .. 
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But now I began to exercife my{elf with new 
thoughts; 1 daily read the word of God, and applied 
all the comforts of it to my prefent ftate. On~ morn­
ing being very fad, I opened the bible upon thefe words, 
I will never, never leave thee, nor forfake thee! Imme­
diately it occured, that thefe words were to me; why 
elfe fhould they be directed in fuch a mariner, juft at the 
moment when I was mourning over my condition, as 
-one forfaken of God and man ? Well then, faid I, if 
God does not forfake me, of what ill confequence can 
it be, or what matters it, tho' the world fhould all for .. 
fake me ; feeing, on the other hand, if I had all the 
world, and fhould Jofe the favor and bleffing of God, 
there would be no com parifon in the lofs? 

From this moment I began to conclude in my mind, 
that it was poffible for me tO be more happy in this for­
faken, folitary co.ldition, than it was probable I firo11ld 
have ever been in any other particular ftate in the world ; 
and with this thought I was going to give thanks to 
God for bringing me to this place. 

I know not what it was, but fomething !hocked my 
mind at that thought, and I durft not fpeak the words : 
How canft thou be fuch a hypocrite, faid I, even audi­
bly, to pretend to be thankful for a condition, which, 
however thou may ft endeavour to be contented· with, thou. 
wouldft rather pray heartily to be delivered from ? So I 
Hopped there; but tho' I could not fay, I thanked God 
for being there, yet I fincerely gave thanks to God for 
-opening my eyes, by whatever affiicting Providences, to 
fee the foi·mer condition of my life, and to mourn for 
my wickednefs, and repent. I never opened the bible 
or fhut it, but my very foul within me bleffed God for 
directing my friend in England, without any order of 
mine, to pack it up ;;.-mong my goods ; and for affifting 
me afterwards to fave it out of the wreck of the fhip. 

Thus, and in this difpofition of mind, I began my 
third yea-r; and though I have not given the readerthe 
trouble of fo particular an account of my works this 
year as the firft; yet in general it may be obferved, that 
l was very feldom idle; having regularly divided my 
time, according to the feveral daily employments 
1hat we.re before m~; fu.ch as-Fi.rft, My duty to God, 
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and reading the fcriptJres, which I conftantly fet apart fome time for, thrice every day.-~econdly, The going abroad with my gun for food, which generally took me up three hours in every morning when it did not rain.-Thirdly, The ordering, curing, prefervino-, and cooking what I had killed or _catched for my fo;ply­thefe took up great part of the day -AHo, it is to be confidered, that in the middle of the day, when the fun 

was in the zenith 1 the v10lence of the heat was too great to ftir out, fo that about four hours in the evening was all the time I could be fuppofed to work in, with this exception, that fome times J changed my hours of hunt­ing and workrng, and went co work in the morning, and abroad with my gun in the evening. 
To this fhort time allowed for labour, 1 deftre may be added, the exceectmg 1aborioufoefs of my work; the 

many hours, which for warit of tools, want of help, want of fkill, every thing tuat f did, took up out of my time.-Por example, I was full two and forty days making me a board for a long ihelf, wnich f w •• nced in my cave; whereas two fawyers with their tools and faw-pit, would have cut fix of them out of the fame tree in half a day. . 
My cafe was this-It was to be a large tree ·which was to be cut down, bccaufe my board was to be a broad one. The tree I was three days in cutting down, and two more cutting off the boughs, and reducing it .to a log, or piece of timber. With inexprcffible hack­

ing and hewing, I reduced both the fides of it into chips, till it began to be light enough to move; then l turned it, and made one iiJc of it lmooth and flat, as a board, 
from end to end. Then turning that fide downward, cut the other fide till I brought the plank to be about three inches thick, and fmooth on both fides. Any one may judge of the labour of my hands in fuch a piece of work; but labour and patience carried me through that and many other thing~. I only obferve this in particu­lar, to fhC'w the reafon why fo much of my time went away wi t h fo little work, viz. That what mi g ht be a little to be done with help and tools, was a vai! la0our, and required a prodigious time to do a lone, anJ by hand. 

But 
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But notwithftanding this, with patience and labour • 
I went thro' many things, and indeed every thing that 
my circumftances made neceffary for me to do, as will 
appear by w_hat follows. 

I was now in the months of November and December, 
expecting my crop ot barley and rice . The ground I 
had manured or dug up for them was not great; for as 
I ob[erved, my feed of each was not above the quantity 
of half a peck ; for I had loft one whole crop by fowing 
in the dry feafon; but now my crop promi[ed very well, 
when on a fudden I found I was in danger of lofing it 
all again by enemies of fevcral forts, which it \l,,as fcarc8' 
poffible to keep from it -At fir.ft, the goats, and wild 
creatures which I called hares, who, tafting the fweetnefs 
of the blade, lay in it all night and day ,as foon as it came 
up, and eat it fo clo[e, that it could get no time to ihoot 
up into ftalks. 

This I faw no remedy for, but by making an inclofure 
about with a hedge, which I did with a great deal of 
toil ; and the more, becaufe it required a great deal of 
fpeed; the creatures daily fpoi iing my corn. However, 
my arable land was but {mall; fuited to my crop, I got 
it totally well fenced in about three weeks time; and 
!hooting fomc of the creatures in the day time, I fet my 
dog to guard it in the night, tying him up to a ftake at 
the gate, where he could Hand and bark all night long; 
fo in a little time the enemies forfook the place, and the 
corn grew very fhong, and well, and began to ripen apace. 

But as the beafts ruined me before, while my corn was 
in the blade, fo the birds were likely to ruin me now, 
when it was in the ear ; for going along by the place to 
fee how it throve, I faw my little crop forrounded with 
fowls of I know not how many forts, which flood as it 
were watching till I ihould be gone.-I immediately let 
fly among them, for I had always my gun with me.­
I had no iooner fhot tha11 there arofe up a little cloud of 
fowls, which I had not feen at all, from among the corn 
itfelf. 

This touched me fenfibly, for I forefaw, th at in a few 
days they would devour all my hopes : that I .fhould be 
ftarved, and never be able to raiie a crop at all, and 
what to do I could not tell. Hoivever, I refol vcd not to 

lofe 
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Iofe my co:·n, if poilib!e, tho' J fhould watch it night 
a~d' day. fn the firft pb.ce, I went among it co fee what 
d'<tmage was already done, a:1.d found they had fpoi1ed 
a good deal of it; but t:Et, as it was yet too green for 
them, the lofs was noc fo great, but the remainder was 
l1ke to be a good crop, if it could be fav~d. 

I iiaid by it to load my gun, and then, coming away, 
I could eafi.ly fee the thieves fitting upon all the trees. 
about me, as if they only waited till I was gone away, 
and the .event proved it to b~ fo; for as I walked off as 
if I was gone, I was no fooner out of their fight, but 
they dropt down, one by one into the corn again. I was 
fo provoked, that I could not have patience to ftay till 
more came on, kno\ving that every grain that they eat· 
now, was, as might be faid, a peck loaf to me in the 
confcquence.; but coming up to the hedge, I fired again, 
and killed three of them. This \\ as what I wiilied for; 
fo I cook them up, and ferved them as we ferve notorious 
t},ieves in England, viz. hanged them in chains for a 
terror to others. It is almoft impofiib.le to imagine, thac this iliould have foch an effect as it had; for the fowls 
would not only not come at the corn, but in ihort they 
forfook that part of the iiland, and I could never fee a 
bird near the place as long as my fcarecrows hung there. 

This I was very glad of you may be fore ; and about 
the latter end ofDecember,which was our fecond harvcfi, in the year, I reaped my corn. 

I was fadly put to it for a fcythe or a fickle to cut i~. 
do·.vn, and all l could do was to make one as well as I. 
could, out Cl[ one of the bro;id r words, or cutlaffes, 
which I faved among the arms out of the ilii p. How­
ever, as my·crop was fmall, I had no great difficulty 
,to cut it down : In fhort, I reaped it my way, for l cut 
nothing off but the ears, and carried it away in a great 
bafket which I had made, and fo rubbed it out with my 
l1ands ; and at the end of all my harvefting, I founJ. 
that out of my half peck of feed, I had r.ear two bufhels. 
of rice, and above two bui11els and a half of barley, 
that is to fay, by my guefs, for I had no meafure at.that time. 

_ However, this was a great encouragement tc me; 
and I forefaw~ that in time it would pleafe God to fop-

ply 

I. 
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ply me \\ ith bread; and yet here I was perplexed again, 

for I neither knew how to grind, or make mea~ of my 
corn, or indeed how to clean it and part it; nor 1fmade 

into meal, how to make bread of it; and, if how to 

maks it, yet I knew not how to bake it. The[e things 

being adoed to my defire of having a good quantity for 
fiore, and to fecur~ a confhnt fupply, I refolved not to 

ta{l:e any of this crop, but to preferve it all for feed 

gainfl: the next [eafon, and in the mean time to employ 

all my ftudy, and hours of working, to accomp1ifh this 

great work oHupplying my[elf with corn and bread, 

It might be truly faid, that I now worked_ for my 

breaci. 1 t is a little wonderful, and what I believe few 

I,eople hi!\'C thought much upon; viz. the ftrange m~lti­

tude oflittle things nccdfary in the providing,producmg, 

curi:1g, dreiling, making and finiiliing this one article of 

bread. 
I, that was reduced to a !T'ere fl:ate of nature, found 

this to be my daily difcouragement, and was made more 

and more fen:Gble of it every hour, even after I got the 
tir:1 hand fol of fed.corn, which, as I have faid, came up 
unexpeclcdly, and indeed to my forprife. 

Firl1:, I had no plow to turn up the earth, no fpade or 
ihov.::lto <lig ir.-\Vell, this J conquered by making a 

wooden fpade, as I obfen,ed before; but this did my 
\'/Jrk but in a wooden m2n11er; and though it coft me a 
f_rcat m:rny days to make it, yet for want of iron, it not 

0·1ly wore out the fooner,-but made my work the harder, 

:-.nd made it be performed much v1orfe. 
Howc.\'cr, this I bore with too, and was content to 

work it out \Vith patience, and bear with the badnefs of 

the perfo: ma nee. Vi/hen the corn was fowed, I had no 

l.a:-row, but \Vas forced to go over it myfelf, and drag a 
great heavy bough ofa tree over it, t-0 fcra~ch the earth, 

as it may be called, rather than rake or harrow it. 
\Vhen it was growing or grown, l have obferved al­

ready how many things I wanted-to fence it, fecure it, 

mow or reap it, cure or carry it home, threfh, part it 
from the chaff, and fave it. Then I wanted a mill to 

grind it, fieves to drefs it, yeft and falt to make it into 

bread, and an oven to bake it in; and all thefe thing_s 

1 did without, as fhall hf obferved ; and yet the corn 
wat 
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was an ineftimabJe c mfort and advantage to me too; but all this, as I faid, made every thino- laborious and tedious b , b t? me, ut tnat there was no help for; nefrher was my tune fo much lots to me, becaufo I had divided it; cer­tain part of it was every day appointed to thefe works; and as I refo! ved to ufe no:-ie of the corn for bread, till l had a greater quantity by me, I had the next fix months t~ apply myfelf wholly by labour and invention, to for­rnfh myfo~f with utenfils proper for the performing a'l the op_erations neceffory for the making the corn> when l had lt, fit for my ufe. 
But firH 1 had to prep1re more land, for I had r.ow feed enough to fow above an acre of gro,rnJ. Before [ <i1id this, I had above a week's work to make .me a fpade, which, when it was done, wa5 a very forry one indeed, and very heavy, and required double labour to work with it; however, I went through tl11t; and foweJ my feeds in two large flat pieces cf gro1nd, a~ near my ~ouf~ as I could find them to my mi:id, and fenced them In wnh a good hedge, the flakes of whic:-i were all cut off that wood wh:c~ f had fet before, v,hich I knew would grow, fo that in one ycar,s time I ~:new I fhoui<l have_ a quick, or living hedge, th~t v.,,ould want bu~ lictle repair. This work was not fo little, ia3 to take me up Jefs than three months, becaufe great p:lrt of chat time was the wet feafon, when I conld not go abroad. 

Within doors, that is, wh-::n it rained, and l could not go out, J found employment on the following occafo,r.: Always obferving, that all the while I was at work I diverted myfelfwith talking to mv parrot, and teaching him to fpeak, and I quickly learnt him to know his own name; and at lafl to fpeak it pretty loud, Pol ; which was the .firfr word fever l:eard fp ken in the i!Iand, by any mouch but my own This therefore wa~ not my work, but an affill:ant to my work; for now, as I faid, I had a great employment upon my hands, as follows, viz. I had long ftudied, by fome means or other, to make myfelf fome earthen vdfels, which indeed I want-ed forely, but knew not where to come at them: how­ever, confidering the heat of the climate, I did not doubt but, if I could find out any fuch clay, I might botch up fome fuch pot as might, being dried by the 
fun, 

F. .. .. , 
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fun, be hard enough, and il:rong enough, to bear hand­

ling, and to hold and thing that was dry, and required 

to be kept fo; and as this was neceffary in preparing 

corn, meal, &c. which was the thing I was upon, I re• 

folvect to make fome as large as I could, and fit only to 

l!a'.ld like jars, to hold what I fhould put into them. 

f c would make the reader pity me, or rather laugh at 

me, to tell how many aukward ways 1 took to raife this 

pafre, what odd mis -fhapen ugly things I made, how 

many of them fell in, and how many fell out, the clay 

not being ftiff enough to bear its m.\n weight; how many 

craced by the over violent heat of the fun, being fet out 

too· hailily; and how many fell too pieces with only re­

moving, as well before as after they were dryed; and, i11 

a word, how, after having laboured hard to find ,he clay, 

to dig it, to temper it, to bring it home, and work it, I 

could not make above two large earthen ugly things, I 

cannot call them jars, in about two months labour. 

However, as the fun baked thefe two very dry and 

hard, I lifted them very gently up, and fet them down 

again in two great wicker bafkets, which I had made on 

pmpofe for them, that they might not break; and, as 

between the pot and the ba!ket there was a 1i tle room 

to fp1re, I fluffed it full of the rice and baJey fl:raw: 

and thefe two pots bei ,1g to ftand always dry, I thought 

wollld hold my dry corn, and perhaps the meal, when 

the corn was bruifed. 
Though I mifcarried fo much in my defign for large 

pots, yet I made feveral fmaller things with better fuc­

cefs; foch ag little round pots, flat diihes, pitchers, and 

pipkins, and any thing my hand turned to; and the 

heat of the fun baked them ftrangely hard. 
But all this would not anfwer my end, which was to 

get an earthen pot to hold what was liquid, and bear the 

fire, which none of thefe could do. It happened after 

fame time, making a pretty large fire for cooking my 

meat, when I went.: to put it out, after I had done with 

it, I found_ a broken piece of one of my earthen ware 

veffcls in the fire, burnt as hard as a itone, and red as 

a tile. I was agreeably furprifed to fee it, and faid to 

myfelf, that certainly they might be made to burn whole, 

if they would burn broken. Thi, 



This fet me to ftudy how to order my fire, fo as to make it burn me fome pots. I had no notion of a kiln, fuch as the potters burn in, or of glazing th ·m with lead, though I had fome lead to do it with ; but I placed three large pipkins, and two or three pots, in a pile one upon another, and placed my fire-wood all round it with a great heap of embers under ti1em : I plied the fire with freili fuel round the out(ide, . and upon the top, till I faw the pots in the infide red hot quite through, and obfrrved that they did not crack at · .111 : when I faw them clear red, I let them ftand in that heat about five or fix hours, till I fon!ld one of them, though it did not crack, did melt or run ; for the fand which was mixed with the clay melted by the violence of the heat, and would have run into glafs, if I had gone on; fo I flacked my fire gradually, till the pots be­gan to abate of the red colour ; and watching them all night, that 1 might not let the fire abate too faft, in the morning I had three very good, I will not fay handfome pipkins, and two other earthen pots, as hard burnt as could be defired; and one of them perfectly glazed with the running of the fand. 
After this experiment I need not fay that I wanted no fort of earthen ware for my ufe ; but I mu ft needs fay, as to the D:iapes of them, they ,vere very indifferent, as any one may fuppofe, when I had no way of making them, but as the children make dirt pies, or as :i woma:1 would make pies th.at never learnt to raife paf!e. No joy at a thing of fa mean a nature was ever equal to mine, when I found I had made an earthen pot that would bear the fire; and 1 had hardly pati--nce to ft:1y till they were cold, before I fet one upon the fire again, with fome water in it, to boil me fome meat, which I did admirably well; and with a piece of a kid T mad~ fame very good broth, though I wanted oatmeal, and feveral other ingredients requifite to make it fo good as I .would have had it. 

ADVENTURES OF 

My next concern was to get me a ftone mortar to :fiamp or beat fome corn in; for as to rhe mill, there was no thought of arriving to that perfettion of art with one pair of hands. To fupply this want, I was ..\.t a great lofs ; for of all trades in the world I was as · 
perfectly 

. 
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perfetl:ly unqualif1ed for a ftone-cutter, as for any what­
ever; neither had I any tools to go al::out it with. 1 {pent 
many a day to find out a great ftone big enough to cut 
hollow, and make fit for a mortar, and could find none 
at all, except what was in the folid rock, and which I 
had no way to dig or cut out ; nor indeed were the rocks 
in th. nd of hardnefs fufficient, but were all of a fandv 
crumb! ,'i 'tone, which would neither bear the weigl;t 
of an heavy peftle, nor \l.-Ould break the corn without 
filling it with fand : fo, after a great deal of time loft in 
fearching for a ftone, I gave it over, and refol ved to look 
out a great block of hard wood, which I found indeed 
much eafier; and getting one as big as I had ftrength to 
{tir, I rounded it, and formed it on the outfice with my 
ax and hatchet; and then with the help of fire and in­
finite labour, made an hollow place in it, as the Jndians 
in Brafil make their canoes. After this, I made a great 
heavy peftle or beater, of the wood called the iron­
wood, and chis [ prepared and laid by againft l had my 
next crop of corn, when I propofed to myfelf to grind, 
or rather pound, rn:;, corn or meal to make my bread. 

My next difficulty was to make a fieve ur fierce, to 
drefs my meal, and part it from the bran and the huik, 
without which I did not fee it pofiible I could have any 
'b!"ead. This wcis a rnoft difficult thing, fo much as but 
to think on ; for to be fore I had nothing like the ne­
celfary things to make it with; I mean fine thin canvafs, 
or ftuff to fierce the meal through. And here I was at 
a full ftop for many months; nor did I really know what 
to do ; linen I had none left but what was mere rags; I 
had goat's hair, but neither knew I how to weave or fpin 
it; and had I know is how, here were no tools to work 
it with; all the remedy that I found for this, was, that 
at laft I did remember I had' among the feamen's clothes 
which were fa ved out of the fhip, fome neckclochs of 
callico or mu!lin ; and with fome pieces of thefe I made 
three fma1l fieves, but proper enough for the work ; and 
· thus I made fhift for fame years ; how I did afterwards , 
I £hall fhew in its place. 

The baking part was the ne_xt thing to be confi~ered~ 
and how I fhould make bread when I came to have 
corn ; for,. firfi, I had no yeft : as to that part, as 

ther,; 

... 
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t ere was no fupplying the want, fo I did not concern 
myfelf much about it. But for an oven, I was indeed in 
great pain. At length I found out an experiment for 
that alfo, which was this; I made fome earthen veffels 
very broad, but not deep; that is to fay. about two feet 
diameter, and not above nine inches deep ; thefe I 
burnt in the fire as 1 had done the other, and laid them 
by ; and when I wanted to bake, I made a great fire 
upon the hearth, which I had paved with fame fquare 
tiles of my own making and burning alfo; but I ihould 
not call them fquare. 

When the -fire-wood was burnt pretty much into em­
bers, or live coals, I drew them forward upon this 
hearth, fo as to cover it all over ; and there I let them 
lie, till the hearth was very hot; then fiveeping away all 
the embers,' 1 fet down my loaf, or loaves; and whelm­
ing down the earthen pot upon them, drew the embers 
all round the outfide of the pot, to keep in, and add ,to 
the heat ; and thus, as well as in the heft oven in the 
world, I baked my barley-loaves, and became in a little 
time a mere paftry-cook into the bargain ; for I made 
myfelf feveral cakes of the rice, and puddings ; indeed 
I made no pies, neither had I any thing to put into them, 
fuppofing I had, except th~ flefh either of fowls or goats. 

It need not be wondered at, if all thefe things took 
me up mofi: pa:-t of the third year of my abode here; 
for it is to be obferved, that in the intervals of thefe 
things, I had my new harveft and hufuandry to ma­
nage : for I reaped my co· n in its feafon, and carried 
it home as well as I could, and laid it up in the ear, 
in my large bafkets, till I had time to rub it out; for 
I had no floor to threfn it on, or inltrument to thrdh it 
with. 

And now indeed my frock of corn increafing, I really 
wanted to build my barns bigger : I wanted a place to 
lay it up in; for the increafe of the co1 n now yielded me 
fo much, that I had of the barley about twenty bufhels, 
and of the rice as much, or more ; infomuch that I now 
refolved to begin to ufe it freely, for my bread had been 
quite gone a great while; alfo I refolved to fee what 
quantity would be fufficient for me a whole year, and to 
fow but once a year. 

U_pon 

t,. 
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Upon the whole, I found that- the forty bufhels of 

barley and rice were much more than I could confume in 
a year; fo I refolved to fow juft the fame quantity every 
year that I fowcd the laft, in hopes that fuch a quantity 
would fully provide me with bread, &c. 

All the while thefe things were domg, you may be fore 
my thoughts ran many times upon the pro1pecl: of land 
which I had feen from the other fide of the ifland ; and 
I was not without fecret willies, that I was on fhore 
there, fancying that feeing the main land, and an in­
habited country, I migh~ find fome way or other to con­
vey myfelf farther, and perhaps at laft iind fome means 
of ctcape. 

But all this while I made no aIIowance for the dangers 
of fuch a condition, and how I might fall into the hands 
of favages, and perhaps fuch as I might have reafon to 
~hink far worfe than the lio 11S and tigers of Africa : that 
if I once came into their power, I Ihould ru;1 an hazard 
more than a thoufand to one of being killed, and per .. 
baps of being eaten ; for I had heard that the people of 
the Caribean coail:s were canibals, or men-eaters ; and 
I knew by the latitude that I could not be far o!f from 
that fhore: that, fuppofe they were not canibals, yet 
they might kill me, as many Europeans who had fallen 
into their hanJs had beea fcrved, even wnen they had 
been ten or twenty together, mt1ch more I that was but 
one, and cou!J make little or no defence. AH thefe 
things, I 1ay, which I ought to have co11fidered well 
of, and I did c:a/t up my thoughts afterwards, yet 
took none of my apprehedions at fir.ft; and my head 
ran mightily u.1-on the thoughts of getting over to that fuorc. 

Now I wiilied for my boy Xt1ry, and the long-boat, 
with the fhoulder ot mutton-fail, with which I failed 
above a thoufand miles on the coaU: of Africa; but this 
was in vain. Then I thought I would go and look 
on our !hip's bnat, which, as I have faid was blown 
up upon the fhore a great way in the ft::>rm, when we 
were firfl: caft away. She lay almoft where Jhe did at 
.fir.ft, but not quite; and was turned by the force of the 
waves and the winds, almoft bottom upwards, againft 
the high ridge of bcachy rough fand, but no water about 
,Ct" as before. If 
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ff I had had hands to have refitted her, and have 

lauached her into the water, the boat would have done 
well enough, and I might have o-one back into the Brafils 
with her ea!y enough; but I might have eafily forefeen, 
that I could no more turn her, and fet her upright upon 
her bottom, than I could remove the ifland. However 
I went to the wood, a~d cut leaves and rollers, and 
brought them to the ~oat, re fol ved to try what I could 
do; fuggefting to myf"elf, that if I could but turn her 
down, I might cafily repair the damage {he had re­
ceived, and (he would be a very good boat, and 1 might 
go to fea in her very eafily. 

I fpared no pains indeed in this piece of fiuiclefs toil, 
and fpent, I think, three or -four weeks about it; at la!l 
finding it impoflible to heave it up with my little ftrcngh, 
I fell to digging away the fand to undermine it ; and fo 
to make it fall down, fetting pieces of wood to thruft 
and guide it right in the fall. 

But when I had done thi ;, I was unable to D:ir it up 
again, or to get under it, mL1ch lefs to move it fo,ward:, 
towards the water; fo 1 was forced u give it over: and 
yet, though I gave O\'er the hopes of the boat, my defire 
to venture over for the main increafed, rather than dc­
creafed, as the means for it fer med impoffible. 

This "t length fct me upon thinking whether it was 
not poi1ible to make myfelf a canoe or periagua, fuch as 
the natives of thole climates make, evrn without tools, 
or, as [ might fay, without hands, viz. of the trunk 
of a great tree. This I not only thought poilible, but 
eafy; and plcaf"ed myfelf extremely with my thoughts 
of maki 1rr it, anJ with my having much more com·e-

0 • 

nience for it than any of the Negroes or Indians; but not 
at all confidcri'1g the particuiar inconveniencies \vhich 
I lay under more than the Indians did, viz. want of 
han<ls to mo\·e it into the \Vater, when it was made ; 
a difficn ltv much harder for me to furmount than all 
the confequcnces of want of t0ols could be to them: 
for what was it to me, that when I had chofen a vaft 
tree in the woods, I might with great trouble cut it 
down, if after I might be able with my tools to hew 
and dub the outfide into a proper fhape of a boat, and 
burn or cut the in fide to make it hollow, fo to make 
3. boat of it, if, after all this, I muft leave it jufr there 

where 
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where I found i~, :md 'sas not able to launch it into the 
\:i.·::iter. 

One w,)uld have thought. I could no~ have had the 
le~fi refl.etl:ion unon my minJ of my circumfiance, while 
I ,\·2s making this boat, but I !hould have imme,'.i·0 tely 
tt10u ~11t how I {hould get it into the fea; but my though tr; 
'·' er/10 intent upon my voyage over the fea in it, that 
I ne\"er once confic!ere<l ho,r I ihould get it off of the 
land; and it was re'.llly in its own nature more eafy for 
me to guide it over forty-five miles of fea, than about 
fort,·-five b.thon of land, ,-..·here it lay, to fet it afloat in 
the ,vater. 

I y::ent to work tJOon this bo::i.t the moft like a fool 
that ev:::r n~an c,id, ,~·ho had any of his fenfes awake. I 
plea fed my [elf with the deG.gn, without dcterrninin_~ 
whether I ,,,~sever able to undertake 1t; not but that 
the diPi•~ult., of launching 1:1y boat came oft~n into my 
h ',1d; b11t I put a frop to my own inquiries into it by 
thi~ fooliih anfwer, which I gave myfelf. Le~ me firft 
m~ke it, I'll warrad I'll find fome way or other to get 
it ~long, when it '.S done. 

This ,\·as a mofl: prepofterous method ; but the eager­
nefs of my fancy prevailed, and to "'ork I went, and 
felled a cedar-tree : I queftion much whether Solomon 
e,,er had fuch an one for the building the temple at J e­
rnfalem ; it was five fret ten inches diameter at the 
lower part next the D:ump, and four feet eleven inches 
d;;,meter at the end of twenty-t\\'O feet, after which it 
lefl~ned for a while, and then parted into branches : 
It w:-.s not without infinite labour that I felled this 
tree : I was twenty days hacking and hewing at it at 
the bottom; L was fourteen more getting the branches 
anc~ limbs, and the vafr f preading head of it cut off; 
,•·htrh J hacked aad hewed through \\.·i:h my ax and 
b~,tchtt, with inexpreifible labour: After this it coft me 
a month to ihape it, and dub it to a proportion, and to 
fomething like the bottom of a boat, that it mio-ht 
fwim upright as it ought to do. It coft me near th~·ee 
months more to cle;ir the infide, and work it out fo 
,b to make an exatl: boat of it: This I did tndeed with: 
out fire, by mere mallet and chiflel, and by the dint of 
hard labour; till I had broucrht it to be a yery hand-

Y oL. I. F fotne 
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fornc periaguJ, :md big cnoug-h to have carried fix and 
t~\'l.!nty n,cr, and canfoc.;ucntly big env!lF5h tu have ear­
ned rne and all rny C.'.'rf·). 

\Vhen l had gone t:1ro' t:•is work, I wa• cxtrcmclv de­
lighted _witl1 it : 'I'1' e bc~t was really mi.::ch bigger. tLan 
I eve:· i, \V a c;u,oc or pengua, that \vas made of one tree, . l'f: I 1 • h d rn my ,1 c ; m::my a wc::7 Lro.~e lt .a ccH:, you may be 
ii.,rc, ror th~re remained nothing but to get it into the wa­
t~r ; and 1 ad I gotten it into the water, I make no qul'f .. 
t!Cl~, but I f1 1ould have l egun the madcft voyage, and the 
moll un1ikc1y to be p::?rfo:mcd, that ever \Vas undertaken. 

1~ lit :-Ji my cle•:ices to get into the v; ater failed me, 
th0t!g-h they coH: infinite h:bot,r too; it l.iy about on~ 
Jrnndrc l yards from the wa~cr, and not more ; but the 
firlt inc01wcnicncc was, it n a5 up hill towards the creek : 
"\VLll, to take ?.way this difcouragement, I rcfo~ved to 
dig into the furface of the earth, and fo make a decli­
Yity; th.is l began; anJ it coil me a prodigious deal of 
p.1ins : nut who grudge pains, that have their tlelivernnce 
in ,·iew ? But when this was v::orked throuih, and this 
LE.Ecult y nnnag-ed, it was Hill much as one; for I cot.Id 
no ll!Or~ :fiir th~ canoe, than I could the other Lcat. 

Then l mc.afured the diHance of the ground, and re­
fo~nd to cut a dock, or canal, to br:ng the \Vatcr up to 
the canoe, feeing I could not bring tJ,c canoe down to 
the water : \V ell, I b1.·gan this work,. and when I began 
to enter into it, "nd calculated hmv deep it was to be dug, 
how bread, how t]1e fluff to be thrown cut, I found, that 
by the number of hands l had, being none but 1!1}' own, 
it mull have been ten or tv.-ch-e vears before 1 i110uld 
li::n·c gone through with it ; for the D1ore lay high, fo 
ih~u at the upper end it mu!l have been at 1ea!1: twenty 
fi:et deep; fo 3t length, though with great reluctancy, I 
gave this attempt onr alfo. 

This grie\·ed me heartily, and now I faw, though too 
late, the folly of beiinning a work before we count the . 
coil-, 2.nd bdore \Ve judge rightly of our own ftrcngth to 
go through with it. 

1n the middle of this work I finifl1cd my fourth vear 
in this place, and kept my anniverfary w·ith the f.,me 
devotion, and with as much comfort, as ever before ; 
1:or by a conflant Hudy, and fcrious application of the 

word 

( 
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,vord of God, and bv tl1e ,1{iiftance of his grace, I 
<<t!ncd a diffe1:ent kno{de.ize from what l had before ; 
1' ent-?rt,tined diffcre11t noti~rs of things; I looked now 
w10r. the ,:crid as a thi110- remote; wl1ich I haJ nothing 

[ • ,b ~ J • ~ d 1 -to do w th, no CXiY~J::i.t10n ir01n, 2.rL.i. rn~ec no G.CJlres 
~,_bo..:t: b a ,\T,rd, I ha i net hir:.g indeed to do with it, 
11cr w:i.s ever like to h:·.,.·e; .:o I thon6ht it looked. as v.u: 
11ay perhaps look upon it hcreaft~r; viz. as a pl.1.~c l 
hc1.cl li,·eJ in, but was come out cf 1t ; and well I rn!ght 

fn·, a5 fat'itr Ab;·a'.aI:1 to Di,·es, Bet,veen me and thee 
th.ere i, ~ great gu 1 p:1 fixed. 

I 1 
- 1. 1 1- d r •1 1 t} · J 1 n t,1e n:-iL i; ace, was remove Hom c1 t 1e w1c (er,. 

nefs of the \\·orld her::-: I had neither tl:e l ult of t:l..: 
f;ci1 L. the lnit of the eye, Gr the prde of 1;fe: l had no­
thing to co\'et, for I had dl I wac; now cap:1ble of f'n~oy­
•:.ng: I was lord of the whole ma:1or, or, if .1 pkafcd, I 
.; ig;ht call rnyLM king or emp.:ror over the w!1olc cou:.1-
t1 y which I had poffo:l:,_n 1..if: Tht>re w,,re no riv:ds: 
-1 had no compllitor, rone to 2i;.)U\C fovereignty or com­
mand with me ; I mig'it L:n ':! rJifed ili;n-101~lin~·s of 
n'rn, but 1 iud. no ufo for it ; fo 1 lrt as little vro ;· a3 I 
thought enough for n,y occ,~!1011; I had torto:fos or tur­
t1"c; c nou""'. · JD" ··01 " ,, 1 l t'1 "1 c,.., ~ v,.,s "s ''11·~ 11 ~ - 1 ,..._ 4.' b a, ~L-- .s.... .. \.l,,i \. '-' ......... , -~ c_, ... .l'-' ~ .. -, 

cot,l<l put to :wy .1fo : I L:1.d ti.n,ber enou.;h to }1a,'e bo;lt 
~ fl...!c..t c,f Jhip,; r ha 1 <'T,1'1' enou1_:·h to !1a,. ,' 1:1ade 

\,.) ..... ..... 

w:ne. or to htvc CtF~ct in~u nifon, to h:wc load..:d that 
l~cct wlv"n thl'v ],ad been built. 

Dut ?.
1l I co~ld ma:~e ufe of, wa, ~11 that was v:i..luahlc : 

J had enough to cat, and to fi.1pp1y my wants, ~,nd v;~ at 
wa, :•ll the rd1: to me ? lf 1 killed more flef11 lhan I 
cot.I eat, the dog mule eat it, or th~ vermin ; if 1 fowcd 
more corn. than I could eat, it muii: b~ fpoi:ed : The 
tree.- t:rat l cut dmvn we re lvipo- to rot en the ground, I 

• 0 

could 1;,c1.k..: no mor' ufo of them t} an for fuel, :::.n l that 
I ha l no C'-:ca fion for, b~1t to drcfs n1\' food . 

. } n '1:. wor<l, the n~ture :1.11,l. cx.pt~icnc~ cf things 
d1daH::.... to n . ..; up')11 1 ult I\. Bcth0n, tllat ad the r-oo.l 
thing~ or this WJ:·lJ ·are 1,0 fa:-thn good to us, \h:111 
th-!y <' r~ :o;- our t~t~.: ; :i.,1d t\·1.t \\ :rn~..: ,-._.,: v. e 111.w heap 
up ind_r-c! to f:i\C to n~h(rs, we cn·ov as mnc!1 ~t; {·:e c:1.1\ 
nle, ar.J no 11101·e. 'J'h.:: m ,ft Ct)YJcto lS griping miter in 
1Le wor:J woulJ h:i.ve L .. ~ n cncJ of the v:-:e cf c0-

F 1. \'CtO f.h.:i5> 
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veto11fnefs, if he had been in my cafr; for I pofftffr<l 
infinitely more tlnn I knew \\'hat to do with . I had no 
room for d~fire, except it was of things which I had not, 
and they were bt!t trifle:.-,, tho' indeed of or eat ufe to me. 

. r ~ 
I had, a.-, I h111ted berore, a parcel of mone,-, as well 
gold as filver, about thirty-fix pounds fterling ; Alas ! 
there the nafty forry ufelefs ftuff lav; I had r:o man~ 
ner of bufinefa for it ; and I often thought with myfelf, 
that I would ha,·e bcriven an handful of it for a orofs of 

b 

tobacco-pipes, o_rfor ~ hand-mill to grind my corn; nay, 
I v:ould have g1nn 1t all for fi.xpenny-worth of turnep 
and carrot feed out of Er1gland, or for an handful of 
peas aDd beans, and a bottle of ink : As it was, I had 
not the lea CT: :ldvantage by it, or benefit from it; bwt ~Lere 
it lay in a drawer, and gn.w mouldy "·ith t:-:e damp of 
the c a·-ve, in the \\'et feafon; ar.J. if I had had the dr:rn·er 
foll of di· mond.::, it had bee» the fame cafe; and they 
had bce;:1 of no manner of value to me, becaufe of no ufe. 

I had now brought my Ji:ate of life to be much eafier 
in itfrlf than it was at firft, and much eafier to my mind, 
as ·well as to my body. I frequently fat down to my 
meat with than.kfulncfs, and admired the hand of 
God's providence, which had thus fpread my tabie in 
the \vilderneis : I learned to look more upon the bright 
fide of my ccndition, 2nd iefs upon the rlark fide ; and 
to confider n·h;:;t I enjoyed, ratl1cr rha•1 ,d11t I wanted; 
and this g~ve me fometi:11es fo,h frcret co1~1forts, that I 
cannot exprefs them; and "·bich I take notice of here, 
to put thofe difronter1red people in mind of it, who c3.n­
not e11joy comfortably what God hath given them, bc­
caufe they-fee and covet fometl:ing that he has not given 
them : All our difcontents a::iout what "·e want, ap­
peared to me to f pring from the w;mt of thankfulnefs 
for what we haYe . 

..-\nother reflection was of great ufe to me, and doubt-
1efs would be fo to a:nv one th .t ihould fall into fuch 
<liitrefs as mine was; a~.::l this was, to compare my pre­
fent condition with what I at fidl expecred it ihould be; 
nay, with what it would certainly ha,·e been, if the gcod 
providence of God had not \\·onderfully ordered the fh1p 
to be caft up nearer to the :fhore, where I not only 
could come at her, but could bring what I got out of 

her 

,.,._ 
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her to the {hore for mv r.elief and co,nfort ; without 
which I had wc1nted tooi-, to work, weapons for defence, 
or aunpo,\ der and foot for getting my foo:.-1-

l fpen~ whole hours, I m:1y fay, ·whole cb.ys, in reprc­
fenting· to mvfe]f in the moft lively colours, how I muft 
have acted, if I had got nothing out of the ihip; how I 
could not h2ve fo much as got any food, except fi:fh and 
turtles; and that, as it was lor.g be-fore I found any of 
them, I mufi have- uerifhed fafi:: That l fhould have 
lived, if I had not perifhed, like a n.1ere fav:1ge : That if 
I had killed a gent or a fo·,vl by any contrivanre, I had 
no way to flay or open them, or p:trt the fldl1 from tl1:e 
fair.. and the bo,vels, or to cut it up; but mufi: gnaw 1t 
with my teeth, and pull it with rny cl.1ws, like a beafi:. 

Thefe reflections m1de me very fenfible of tht> good• 
nefs of providence to me, and very thankful for my pre­
frnt co11ciition, with all its h::1re1fhips and mi:Jortunes: 
And tLis p~rt alfo I l'.annot but recommend to the reflec­
tioil of thofe who are apt in their mifery to fay, Is any 
affiiB:ion like mine? Let them confider, how much worfe 
the cafes of fome people are, and what their cafe might 
have been, if Providence had thought fit. 

I had another reflettion which affifi:ed me alfo to 
comfort my mind with hopes; and this was, comparing 
my prefent condition with what I had deferved, and had. 
therefore reafon to expect from the hand of Providence ; 
I had lived a dreadful life, perfettl y defi:it11te of the 
kno,dedge and fear of God : I had been well in­
firucted by my father and mother; neither had they been 
w:inting to me in their early endeavours, to infufe a 
religious awe of GoJ into my mind, a fenfe of my 
duty, an:l of what the nature and end of my beincr 
reqilired of me : But alas! falling early into the fta~ 
fa1 ing life, whirh of all the lives is the mofi: defi:itute 
of the fe.1.r of Go i, tho' his tc::rrors are always before 
them: I f11, Ll'ir1g early int,) the fea-foring life, and 
in o 1 at.iring comp~ny, all tlrnt little fenfe of religion 
whir.ii I had ~ntert-.incd, _w:::<; but cd out of me by my 
meiTn .ates; \Jy an hardemng dt.fp1fing of d,'ngers, <ind 
the \·iews of dea:h, v:l1i ·h g,·c-w kJ, itt.al to me; by 
my long 2bfi~n 'e fro•n ali r.nnner of o. por:m1iries ~o 
converfe \\ ith any thinv but what was like mvftlf, 

, '"}, 3 ' er 
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or to hear any thing of what was good, or tendeJ t<:l­
war:ls it. 

So ~:oid w:i.s I of every thing that •,va.; gcod, or of the 
leaf:: fonfe of what I ,v:i.s, or W'1'> to be, th~t in t! • .: 
g:--:ate1l: deliverance I e:1_icy~d, foch as m::-· ckare frcm 
Sallee, my b~ir:g t:-1ken up by the Por.tugn-:fo ma'h r of 
the fhip, my being planted fo \.veil in Drafil, my rccci, ing 
t:ie cargo from England, and the like, I nu er 0ncc Jn l 
the \'/Ord thank God, f.:> much ac; on rnv mind, or in mv 
n:cnth; nor i:1 the greatdt di!hef~, had l fo much t!_on7ht 
as to 1 rav to him; nor fo mnc'1 ::rs to fav, LorJ, ha·n i , ., 

mercy up8~1 me! Ne , not to m~rti };1 the n1me cf GoJ~ 
•up 1er 1·· ~,·1 to r:,-,nro ~ !) ' an? l>l ,, ..... ,"'.., ....... .::, ..... ... l!> t , .. S l \ c ,,1 c:: . ,__ ""l'"'- ''''-- •• . 

l h::d terr:ble n<!c{t~or.s upon my 11.i11d for many 
1:-.c::-~~!-:.: . :-.[; I kwe alre:h'V clif>rv.:i, 0,1 t11e 1:::::nunt of 
my \Vicked a·:.d hardened· lifo ~n·l; anJ when I loc ks:.t 
:.bout n:e, :i.nd ccnfidered ,vlrnt ~"''.lrticular ~1r"•:idences 
l-.:-1.d 3.~tend 'a n:c, fin cc my cc1ri · f into this p1:lcc, and 
!icv; God. ha1. dutit h,u:,ti,L." · ,-.>1i ue; h~1.l t,~t nnlv 
pt::r.i ·.~d me leis -zh:i.;;. 1:iy iniq ·1:ty ..lefa:e:, t,,_ t :.:l'i () 

, · r l" · 1 1 r • • 1 p't.:-.un ,y prov1u(lt rcrire; t:1, gr.ve me ~re1.t .1qws, 
t: ~~ r-, 1 ... n~--·~,~11"~~ \~.· .. ..5 "1:: ... ~~t..?<l, : .. r.~l t~.at (.>\..,J t.. .. t_: \_t . ' . 
11 c ·c· ~ ! !1dr~ 1:,;r r1:' . 

·:v·11.:~ •1 f'ie rei1eclions T w rhc.l 11.y !nind tir, 11ot o ·l.v• 
t1) rei·on·.1·01 to the will cf God i,1 the pnfent d.f,c -

-=-f..r!tm ct my :::::rc:nn.:,u1c;_,~, bnt ev.:n to a ,inccre t"!lanl:-, . . 1· . d , T l 1· . fo,r::1sc-fm\'C"'n~.t1..> 1 ; ,.r- tnt ., w.-.owasvct a,1vrnn· . , , 
nia, . c•·1'-~l:t not t 1 complain, 1~·cit,g r had not t~1-.: due 

· '} f r 1 
T • 1 " · I u·111 .rn . nt c my 11"5; u~t 1 c1'_1O:·c:. ,u many merc1e ·, 

,,, .. ·~,, I h..,,,l .. n , .. ,,(""'to Ir p ('V•"'.) )."",.l ~."\ tL ....... ~--''11"""' \, ..... .1.\........ ., ... i 1 ....... i.. ....... ...J,a. iL_ .. , __ ✓ r .......... """"' .. 1 .. ;1 ~ ... i' .... '"\,..,\.,, 
t',a~ I ('~} <.t n_ ,. tr more to rcp.i11c ~-t my con1.i:tion, but 
to r:oi:t~, a!1d :o ~-ivc d:lilv th.1 .l,:-, fc>t t:,,1.t d.1ilv 
l rea~i, w:1ic\ not:1ir ;.' but :1 dc:Jwl L).f wowfrr~ cc1uld h::..·, ~ ... , 
1.: om '·t: Tl.:a I oug:it to conf:.lcr I hal be.::n feel cn:1 
l c) • • f- f J' 171" J ,y a 111u::de, cYcn a., g-n·at a:i tnat o ..:c n { 1•, lJ~i1 0v 
r:: 0.rers; n .. y, by a long fcrit>::i of miracle.;; anJ t'1at I coul l 
l ,J' J 1 ' 1 • 1 1 ' j C l ,:1.r ... 1y h~vc n:i.,ne a p ,tee 111 tnc L1mn11::untc p:i.rtm t11:: 

work!, wi.ere ! cou! l Lt vc bce!'l c,1.it :r:or:.! :o rn r a_~ 1 .1,-:.­
tagl!: .·\ place-, where a; I 11a,J no iucicty, wh ich was 
r11 a:R~tt:on on o.1e h 1nd, fo I foun 1 n J ra venou 5 

}:- e::.fi-s, l!O foriOl!!> wolves or tvgcr", to threaten my 
ii(::; no vtn~1r ou, c1c.1 u,t:<: or l ~Jifonou~, wh:cli I mig;ht 

h.1 \ C 
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have fed on -.:o my hurt, no fav2.r;es to murder and de­
vour n1e. 

In a word, as my life was a life of forrov; one way, fo 
it '.vas a life cf m·::r:v a:10ther; a;1d I w:rnted nothing to 
m:t~e it a life of coa1:ort, but to be aLle t0 make my 
f.:n!e of God's goo<ln::'fs to 1!1e, and car~ 07~r :11e in this 
cc-nditio:i, be m,1 dailv cnnio1atio:',; all'l ;,.fter I made a 
j11!l imp;v,'em?n{ of th~fe things, I wc11t a\·1ay, and was 
r .. o rn~,r~ Ld. 

I haJ. no·.v b::'.ea here fo lor i• t\:tt my things \vhich I 
r h, . , . brought on t110~e ror my_. c:p, ,v-~;:e c1t11cr qmte gone, or 

'

"''r\' Il''l~], \V'>G(. 1t :Pl'' n ''l'" f;,nnt \..~ "'t .... ...., .._ ., .. l ,.._, ,,.i U 1.;,1.,, ~ "'j'/1..., • 

=v1 v ir'~, '.lS I .:-bforv~J, !~ .. J. b::'e:1 gone for fame titre, 
,,11 L~!~ a,. er, :::·l..:, w'"lic¾ I et!-:.:..:d 1,u: wjth w:~-ter a little 
., ,...u1 'l 1: H! n . ~. 1 1· 'L• " .. ,, t-o .-,-11 C . t f-,., rrr> l"i!i- a-,, y ,"1')!)0," r -
t4 •. :.1 ~ .. .i.1.i.. ,.,, , .,_~.,_ "'---' C "'"" ..... _..,_. • ..,.,,,,. ..., ... -- n .. l tl 

:t•~ce efbl::-:ck. ~pc.1 t::c p::-,p.r: A, Inns as it bn:cd, I 
m:i..le ule• of it to m;eu:_- ds:.,n tl:e c\'·::·s of the mont:1 
0 ~ ,,;'-: -· -··•· ··-•r,. rl,-,Llo 1- 1.·11 rr 1.s.,T,>1 '""'L-1 to ITP. :l'l'l I J '1 .L\. 1 C .• ) .. .I, ....... ~1. :',,,.(."l'- \,,, .... L • l ::, ..... ,I. - t ...,.,_l, - .. J .... , , ... 1 . 

,.. I • . . ' T ' 1 ' nri~ ~-·\' c -:_':.tri~"' 1J Cl t1rn . ..!s ~.,~ ... ~ _ -r .:rr .. j'!lJD~r t ... ~rit t,ict"e \f.'" 
- .. _) I. > - • • • 

a :1::·::11:~': c•,1'.cu:-:-e1~;:e o+ J l_, . .,, :. t!1c v.t:10•1~ p.ov1·1enc-::s 
,1 · .. , l -:,i--~! ~ .... ,, ..... ,..,.,..1 . .. ~; .. 1, ~("" .. 1- i .. ,11, ·e 1 r ... "',;-•11:,,.;r. ,,,.,.,. \\,1...,1 ) ... 1'. .• ,..,,,. ·,, \,,.. __ 1 .. ... , • , •• lt'"'""l.,,,l, •:· 

ir,c~:1:e,l to \..£.i~ivc ct~.'(~, r'.) r; :'":'( Lr i0r~un:~t~, [ :· ~~~ 1

"· 

have h:d. reafJ:i to h2.vc 100:.~e<l U1X,n ,1it.1 a great C-.J.l 
of curiofitv. 

Fir11, {had obferved, that the fame day that I broke 
aw:r.,r from mv fr.th.er and ID)' fricr:(~s, aid ran aw2.v t:o . , , 
Hull in oder to go to fea, th':! fame day afterw::i.rds I \vas 
t::ken by the Sallee man of war, and made a fb.vc. 

The hme d:1y of the year that I efcaped out of the wreck 
of that ihip in Yarmouth Ro::ds, that fame d:cy of the ye2.r 
aften,ards I m2.de my efcape from Sallee in the bo:it. 

The fame day of the year I was born on, viz. the 
20th of Seotcmber, t!i.e fame d;i.v I had my lite !o mir'.'­
culoufly fa(·cd 26 years a'."ter, \/1cn I \·1:1.s can :i.!11orc in 
this ifland; fo ti.at my ,vicked life, and. fol:tary 11:"~, 
both began on a Jay. 

,.,,..,, '. . k' b . , l ' f l ne next tnmg to my rn , s ;:;;,I!g w2iccu, w::s tnat o 
my bread, I mean the bif.::1it which I bought on· cf t ie 
fhip: This I had huf:Jar: kd to the h't degree, :-'1lm1i1,g 
myfelf bnt one cake of b"t>;,•.l a day, for ,.,0ov:: a year; 
and ytt l was quite without bre~:d for :. ye2..r bet re I 
got any corn 'Jf my own ; ::md great re:1.fu:1 I had to lv~ 

F + tha: kfol 



t!i"'!lkful thr:t I had any at a11, the Q:ettin.: it btinu-, aq. '-· n u 
has bctn already obfervd, next to miraculolJ<:. 

l'tly clothes too beg~n to decay mightily: As to linen, 
1 b:<l none a good ,vh1le, o:cepr fome chequered ihiJ·ts 
which I found in the chefts of the other fe2.mrn, a·1d 
Y1hic:1 I cartfully preferved, becaufe many times.I could 
Lear no other clothes on but a fnirt; 2.nd it w.1s a v,ry 
great help to me, that I had among all the men ~s clothe.5 
cf the fhip almofi: three dozen of foirts. There were. 
alfo feveral thick watch-coats of the feamen, v.,hich were 
left behind, but t11ey were too hot to wear; and ti:o' it i:. 
true, that the weather was fo vioient hot, that there wa-, 
no need of clothes, yet I coulJ not go q~1ite naked; no, 
tho' I had been inclined to it, which I was nor; nor 
could 1 abid,.:. the thoughts of it, though I ,vas al. alone. 

One reafon why I could not go quite naked, \\ -~s, I 
could not bear the heat of the fun fo well when quite 
naked, as i.Yith fome clothes on; nay, the very heat fre­
quently bliih:red my fkio; whereas, with a ihirt on, the 
::iir itfelf made fome mot}()n, and whifi:ling under the 
fhirt, wastwofo]dcoo1er thanwithoutit: Nomorecould 
I ever bring myfelf to go ant in the heat of the fun with­
out a cap or an hat; the heat of the fun beating with 
foch violence as !t does in that place, would give me the 
head-~ch prefently, by darting fo directly on my head, 
without a cap or 1 at on, fo that I could not bear it ; 
whert'as, if l put on my h~t, it ,vould prefently go away. 

Upon thefc views I bc-gan to ,o~:fi,)cr ab0ct pu~ting 
the fe,v raqs I h:,d, which I c:1lltd dot hes, into fame o:.--­
der; I h:,d \,.,orn ont all the waii1coats I had, and my bu­
finds v:as now to tr,, if l rcuIJ not m~ke jal kt't) out of 
the great w:Hc'.1-::0:-.ts ·which l liad hy me, an<l "·ith fuch 
oth;r materials as I had ; fo I frt to work a tayloring, 
or rat:1cr indeed a botching; for 1 rn:.i.de- rnofr piteous 
w01 k of it. However, I made ihi t t t~, make two or 
three waifiroJts, which I hoped would frrvc me a great 
while ; a~ for hrceches or drawers, I made but forry 
:fhift indeed, ti 11 ~.fo-r\,·ards. 

I h?.ve mcntio,1Ld thz,t 1 favcd the fkins of all the 
creatur cs th;~t I killed, I mean four-footed ones; and I 
had hung them up ftrctched out "·ith fi~cks in tht.: fun; 
Ly which means fomc of tb;~:~ ·;. ere io <l1) and hard, 

tha.t 

.. 
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that they were fit for little; but others, it feems, were 
verv ufeful. The firft thino- I made of thefe was a gre;::,t 

; 0 ./1.. a: 
cap for my head, with t!-ie hair on the outfide to moot_ ou 
the rain; anJ this I performed fo well, that after this I 
made a fuit of clothes whollv of thofe fkins; that is to 
fay, a waifrcoat and breeches open at the knees, and 
both loofe ; for they were rather wanting to keep me 
cool, th:m to keep me warm. I muft not omit to ac­
know1ecige, that they were wretchedly made; for if I was 
::i. b:-id carpenter, I w2s a worfe taylor : However, they 
were fwh as I maeie a very good :!11ift ,v;th ; and when 
I was abroad, if it happened to rain, t~1e hair of the 
v.raiftroat and cap being outmofi, I was kept very dry. 

After this If pent a deal of time and p::1ins to make me 
~n umbrella : I "·as ind~-ed in great \\·ant of one, and 
h-ui a gn.-at mind to nuke one: '1 h1d feen them made in 
t 11t' B/,f1c;;, where they are very ufcful in the great heats 
wi:i::-h 1re there; and I fdt the hc1ts ev<::i-y jot as great 
here; ;.,,d greater too, being nu1rer the equinox; befides, 
as I ,vas ohli"td to be much :,broad, it was a mofi: ufe-

c, 

fol thing to me, as ,vtll for t½e r:i.ins as for heats. I 
took a worH of paim 8t it and ,yas .: great while before 
1 could make any thing likely to hold ; nay, after I 
th')1_:tht I b.cl hit the V'ay, I fpoiled two or three before 
I made one to my miad: bt.t at lafi: I made one that 
anfo:.!rd irdifferently well; th!' m2in<liffi,,ultv I fot,'1d 
w:1s to r.1:1Le 1t to let <lov,n. I CO',l:.l nnke it t'o fprcad; 
but if it did 1v,t let cown too, and draw in, it would not 
be portalJJc for me 2ny ,vay, but _iufi ovtr my head, 
v, }!ich wonlJ not do: Ho"·evrr, at lafi, as I fa.id, I made 
one to anfwer; I rnvercd it with fkins, the hair upwards, 
fo that it cafi off the r<1in like a penthoufe, ;;nd kept off 
the fun fo effectu?.llv, that I could walk ont in 6e hot­
tdl: of the weather, ·,vit1-i gre1ter adv::rntage than I could 
before in the coolefi; anJ when I had no need of it, I 
could clofe it, and carry it under my arm. 

Thus I lived mighty comfortably, my mind being 
entirely compofed by refigning to the ,, ill of God, and 
throwing myfelf wholly upon the difpofal of his provi-

- <lence: This made my life better than foriable; for 
when I began to regret the want of converfation, I 
would dk n~yfdf, whether thus connrfino- mutually 

F 5 ~ with 
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\·,:;th my own thou;l ts, ar1J, a<; !" ht '"J~, Ir •y• fav, w1t:1 , b . . • - . even rr·y ma.-er, :,r e·,.cu 2.'.', r,s ,!r.d p:ti.io,1-;, \\a!> n(Jt 
bLtter tna:1 the ut1n.01 enjoyr:1em cf 11:.;::1,~:1 fo::::ery i:1 the world? · 

I cannot fay, th~t ::i.frer th:11-, for five y~ar,, anv e :­
trac rdinary thing happened to me; :.m: f iived on i• t~1e 
f:lme courfe, in the fame po.tu re and place, j nJ :::. ~ 6~­
fore : The chief t:i:.n~~ I w:i.s ernploveJ i:1, be1:d<e'. ::1v 
yearly labour of plant:ng my bariey and ri..:e, ::md 
curing my r~!i1:.ns, of both whii:1 I alway5 k~ft .1p ju!l: 
c1 ough to k.ve fufficie·1t flock of tre year's provifiom 
beforeLand; I fav, befidcs this yca:-I-v iabriur, a,1d mv 
d~i!y labour of going out wi.:11 my gun, r had one h.'­
hot:r to make me a car.oe, which at hd l firiiihed : So 
that by di2ging a canal to it fix feet wide, and four feet 
deep, I brocight it in:o the creek, ali,ioi1 klf :i mile. 
A:: foc the fir:r, that was fo va11ly b:g, as l m:i.de it 
\.:ithout con!ider:ng b.for..:h:1•1 1

, 2.:, I ouf t :o do, row 
1 ihould be ~b.e to launch it ; fo 1:.:ver being ahL to 
bring it to the water, or bring the w:i.tcr to it, I wa<, 
obliged to let it lie wh ~r.: it was, :ts a m~m')ran.ium o 
teach me to be wifer r.ext time. Indee.i c1e next tim~, 
tho' I could not get a tree p:·o;,er fer it, and was in a 
place where I could not get the \\atc.r t0 it, a~ a11y kf. 
ciiH:ance th.i.n, as l h,.vc faid, of near half a mile ~ yet a, 
J faw it w:1s practicable at Jaft, I r.::.,·er rave it ov~r'; anJ 
tho' I was near nvo years about it, yet I nev!!r gru<l6ed 
my bbour, in hopes of having a bo~t to go cff to fea at Jait . 

.!-!o'.ve,·e.::-, though my Ett1c p:!ria~u~ v~s £nifhed, :,•et 
the irze of it \Vas not at all anfwerable to the defign 
which I had in view, when I m:i.de the firfi: ; I mean of 
venturing over to the 'T'erra Firma, where it wa;, .. hove 
forty mile~ broad ; a:::cording!y, the fmallneL of my 
boat afiifled to put an end to that d ·fign, and now I 
thought no more of it: But as I had, a boat, my next 
defign was to make a tour round the i!l:wd; for as I had 
been 0n the other fide, in one place, c.::-ojing, as I .'lave 
alr-eadv d~fcribed it, over the land, fo the Jifcovenes I 
m~Jc 1n d m iourney, male me very eager ro fee the 
other parts c,f t..e ccaft; and now I :rn,1 a boat) I thought 
of nothing but fai ing round the i1l· nd. 

For 



R O B I N S O :-J C R U S O E. 1 3 I 
Fer this pn,p:::,fe, 2-nd tLat I might do every thjng 

with difcretion a1:d con!idcrati0n, I fittd up a little rr::ul 
to my bo:tt, an-1 made a fail to it ont of fo:r.c of the 

. , ,. . r . . r .. , . , • • il d r i '.r. pico-:; o.t tae 1111p s 1a1ls) w.'.11c1 my 1n 0rc, :1n o. ·,v,1~...,n 
I h2- l 2. g-reat i1urc by ::ne. 

Havi-~g fitted my ma:1: and fail, and tried the ho3-t, I 
fo. n,t fhe woulJ fail very well : Thea I made little 
loh-ers a::id boxes at eitl-.er end of my boat, to rut pro­
, ifi.ms, nece!faries, and ammunition, &c. into, to be kept 
dn', either from rain, or the fpray of the fea; an<l a lit­
tle" lonr; hollow place I cut 1!1 the inf.de of the bo:tt, 
\vLere f could by my g'ln, 1,::i.king a flap to hang down 
over it to keep it dry. 

I fixed my umbrelia alfo in a frep at the fl:ern, like a 
mail, to fiand over mv head, and kec>~ the hea~ of t;1e 
fun oil:· 111e Eke an ~wr.ing; 2.Pd th~s I every now­
:,.nd-then took a little voyage uron the fea, but never 
\\C11~ far out, nor far fror.1 d1e Ltle creek: but at bit 
bcinr- ca'!er to view the circumference of my little kin°·-o ~ • 0 

dor.1, I reblved upon my tour, ar:d ac-:ording1y I vic-
t:iaL ! my fhip for the voy:-!.ge; putting in two dozen cf 
r.1y Jo,rv•:s (ca'.;:es l fhot:.ld rather call them) of b;._1·ky­
breacl; an ca;·tl1cn pot fu1l of parched rice, :i. food _[ eat 
a great (L'tl of, a little bo~tle of rum. t1alf a goat, :rnd 
pov:.:ier with fhct for ki:::1,g more, and t\VO large watch­
coat!i, of thofe wbch, a:, i m~ntioncd before, I had 
fr,ved out of t!1e feamen's chcfh : rhe fc I took, 0.t1c to lie 
upon, a1111 the other to co\ er me in the nig;1t. 

It w:-,~ d:e fixth of~ Tovcmber, ir!. the f1-xth year of my 
reign, or my captivit:,', whic:1 you plcafc, that I frt 
out 0'1 thi::i V\_lyage, and I four.cl it much longer t!1an i_ 
expetted; for thou 'l the ifhnd itlelf was not very· larP-e, '-' . .._.., . 

yet when I came to t ,e eafr fo.le cf it, I found a ('Tc~t 

ledge of roc~s lie out at out two le<'-gnes into the° fea. 
fomc above \<,:-.ter, forne ur.~,:r it; an1l bevor.d th.is a 
fhoal of fand, lying dry half a lcau?e n:or'..:: ; fo th1t I 
was obnged to go a great w:ty 0r.t to La to double th~t 
point. 

\Vhen I fii fl: . difcovered them, I \v;i.s going to ~i ..- i.! 

m·cr 1~y. ent~rpnze, ,.and come b:ick ag1i11, net k1ow~ng 
how far 1t might obuge me to , -o Ont to 11-!a, an l above 
all 2-ot btii~o- how l il 1odd rr ·t <._,by·l· ''0-"i 'l . iv"' r car,:,.; t.7) _, • t .,._ .._. L V.I.~ (<-Vl,I. J. , ,.I,. 

F 6 to 



I3Z A 1) VENT tJ R ES O F 
to an anrhor, for I had made me a Lind of an ::i,n-hor 
with a piece of broken grapplina \\. hich I cot out of 
the ihip. 0 0 

Having fe-ured my boat, I took mv aun 1 and went 
on ihore, dimbina uri an hill, which · fc:~med to over-::, ' 
look that point, where I Lw the full ext.;.nt of it, an<l 
refolvcd to ,·emure. 

In my viewing the fe::i fr·,m th:it hill where I fl:ood, I 
peffei\ ed a frrong, ~md indeed, a moil furious current, 
which rin to the eafr, even came clofe to the point; and 
I took the more notice of it, bcrnufe I faw there might 
be fome danger, that when I came iilto it, I might be 
carried out to iea by the fl::-engt 11 of it, and not be able 
to n~ake the iCTand ag:1in: And indeed, had I not gotten 
firfl: upon this hill, I believe it ,,T0uld h:ive been fo; for 
there w2.s the fame current on t'1e 0th er fi :e of the ifland, 
011ly th:lt it fet off at a farther oifh.nc:t'; and I faw there 
1.,·a<; a frrong eddy ur der the fl10re; fo I had nothing to 
do but to get out or the firfr current, and I ihould pre­
fen tly be in ,in eddy. 

I lay here, how1.-ver, two da:·s; beca,1fe the winrl 
blowing pretty fre{h ( E. at S. E. and that being juft 
contrary to the faid current) made a great breach of the 
fea upon the point; fo that it wa5 not fafe for me to 
keep too clofe to the {hore for the breach, nor to go too 
far off becaufe of the fiream. 

The thi:·d day in the morning, the wind haYing 
ab:aed over night, the fea wa:; calm, and 1 ventured; 
but I am a warning-piece again to all rdh and ignorant 
pilots; for no fooner was I come to the point, when 
even I w;1s not my boat's length from the ihore, but 
I found myfelf in a great depth of water, and a cur~ 
rent like a i1uice of a mill: It carried my boat along 
with it with foch violen\.'c, that all I could do, could 
not keep Ler fo much as on the cJge of it: but I found 
it hurried ~ farther and farther out from the eddy, 
which was_..011 the left-hand. There was no wind 
ilirring to help me, and all that I could do with my pad­
dles fignified nothing ; and I now began to give my~ 
felf over for ]ofr ; for, as the current was on both fides 
the ifland, I knew in a few leagues difrance they 
muft join again, and then I was irrecoYerably gone ; 

nor 

... 

' J I 
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nor did I fee any poiubility of c,\'_oit!ing it; f~ that I had 
no prof peel: before me but of penilnng ; not Dy the fea, 
for that was calm enouuh, but of fbrvm~ for 1:ung:er. I 

b o '-' 

had indeed fcund a tortoife on the fhore, as big almoft as 
I could lift, and h:i.d toffed it into the boat; an l I had a 
great j1r of frdh \\ ::ter, that is to fay, one of my e:wthen 
pots; but what was all this to b~ing driven into the vaft 
ocean, where, to be fore, there \'V3.S no :fhon:, no main 
land or ifland, for a thoufand leagues at leaft ! 

An -l no\v I faw how e:,f y it was for t'1e providence of 
God to make the moft rniferabk conr1i~ion tha· man­
kind could be in, worfe. Nov.r I looked back upon my 
defolatc folitary ifland, as the moil pleafant plare in the 
worid, an<l cli'the }1~ppinefa my heart could ,vifh for, 
w-s to be there agam: I ftretched out my hand, to it 
\\'ith ear;er wiibes; 0 happy dtf11t ! faid I, I fl13.ll ne­
ver fee thee more; 0 mif. rablc rreature ! faid .t., --..vhi­
ther am I going! then I r.:pro1.cheJ myfelf with my un• 
thankfol temper, ar;d how I had repint.d at my foli t ·,ry 
condit1on ; and nov: what wonld 1 give to be on fhore 
there ag:..in ? Thus we never f~e the true ftate of our 
condition, till it is illufir~teJ to llS by its contraries ; 
nor know bow to value what we c:r1joy, but by the want 
of it; it is frarce poilible to imagine thr- confienntion I 
w::is now ·n, being dr~ven from my beloved ifland (for 
fo it appeared to 1r.e now to be) ir. o the wide oceo.n, 
:a.Imo ft tv,o leagues, and in the lit:":11oi1: ef ?air of ever 
recovering it a~ain : however, I worked harci, till in~ 
t:ee<l my ftrength was almofr exhaufted ; and kept my 
boat as much to the northward, that is, tommfa the 
fide of the current \\'hi~h the eddy hy on, as yoffibly 
I could; when about noon, as the ft..n pa!fed the me­
ridian, I thought I felt a little be' eze of wind in my 
face, fpringing up from t~,e S. S. E. This cheare1.I mv 
heart~ little, and efpe ·ic1.lly when in about half an hOl{r 
more 1t blew a pretty fmall gentle gale: by this time 
I was gotten at a frightful diftance from the if1and ; 
and, had the leaft cloud or hazy weather intervened, ·I 
hart been undone another way too ; for I had no com­
pafs on board, and fhould never have kno\, n how to 
have fteered towards the ifland, if I had but once lofi: 
fight of it ; but the weather continuing clear, I applierl 

myfelf 
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1,1yfelf to get u !) m~· m:ifl: ag:i.in, and fpre:1d my fai1, tandi~1g :nv:ty to t,,,: 110d1 .1s mu.ch as po.'.1.bl:, to get cut of t1.e current. 

JtJ!l as i had fet mv ma!~ :md Lil, and +-1.c boat b":-rtn to 1het h Qh'av, I fa;v even bv the clearnefa of the ~·a­tcr, fome alte~·:i.tion of the cur~·cnt \Vets near; for wherl! the current was fo fhong, the water was foul ; but per -ceiving t!1e \Vater cle:ir, I found the c:.11Tcat ahatc, and prefcntly I found to the eaJ, ;it about haif a mile, a breach uf the fea upon fame reeks ; thefe rc·--ks I found c::rnfeJ the curre!1t \o part again ; and as the main fircfa 0f it ran away more foutherly, le'.lving tie rcc'cs to the north-eafr, fo the other returnd by the repu'fo of the rock, and mad..: a 11:rong eddy, which ran bac!,: again to the north-weir with a very iharp 11:ream. 
TJ.cy who know ":hat it i., to bve a rcpr·'-·,·e b,.ong;' .t to them up,m the lacUer, or to be rcfcned frum t.:i H s 

jnfi going to murder them, or who }.:ive bcl'n in foc'.1 E'.-..c cxt~ernities, m,ty guefs 1v·!,at iny pr\C'f..:nt furprifo of joy was, and how glad"y I put IP)' beat ir.to the f r,,am 0f this eddy ; and the wind aho fre1heni,g-, hmv gladly [ fpread my fail to it, runn1ng c;,carfolly b:::;ore the wind, and with a i rong tide or eddy nnder fuot. 
This eddy carri'-d. me abl.)ut :-l L:i.gu~' in my way b:i:::k again diretlly toward:; the ifl:rnd, but about two leagues more tJwards the 11o;·thwa1·d th:m the current hr, whi:::\ carried rn~ ~way :1.t rirff; fo that when 1 came ·near the iflanJ, 1 found myfolf open to the nortl::ern in.ore of it, ti1at is to fay, tl.e other end of the iilard, oppofice to tJ-,at which l went ot.t from . 

\Vhen I h.:.d made fomc:hing more than a league of way by the help of t!1i:; current or eddy, I found it was fpenr, ,tr.d favcd me n'o farther. HowcvL'r, I fourd, that 
being bet·,vecn the ewe g r"~t currents, viz. that on the fouth-f:dc which had l.urr.icd me aw;:;y, a,,d th:u on the north, which lay about two kague::; 01~ thl' ot.h.er :fiJe ; I fay, betwee:.n thde two, 1· the ,v..:Jr of ti~c if1and, I fou.~d the w::i.t.r at leatt ilill, and nmnin<t eo way; :ind 1.::..v­ing frill a breeze of wind fair frr I~e, 1 kept on !let.:r­in6 dir,dHy for th~ i 1:rnc, though not m:::king furh frclh v.i.y .1s I ditl bcft·:e . 

.. lbout fou:r o'c!<,o::l.: in the evening, b~ing then w;thin 
nbouc 
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about a league of the i1hnd, 1 i0un:l tl:e po::it cf the 
roe.ks w:1ich cccafi.0r:ed this d;1bnce firetching out ~s i5 
ddcrib:c:d before, to the fontLward, and, cail:i'1g off the 
current more fouthwar<lly, had of ccmrfc made another 
eddy to the north, and tbi" I found very £hong, but direct­
ly fctting rhe W3Y my courfo lay, w:iicl;. w~s due weit, 
but almoil: fu1l nmth. However, havi,1g a freih gale I 
ftrctched acrofs this eddy, :flanting north weft, and in 
about an hour came wi1-hin about a mile of the fhore, 
where, it being fmooth water, I foon got to land. 

\Vhen I was on fhore, I fell on my knees, and gave 
God thanks for my deliverance, refolving to lay afide 
all thoughts of my deliverance, by my beat; and refre!h­
ing myfelf with fuch things J.S I had, I brought my boat 
clofe to the fhore, in a little cove that I had efpied under 
fome trees, and bid me down to fleer, being quite fpent 
with the labour and fatigue of the voyage. 

I was now at a great lofs which way to get home with 
my boat; I had ran fo T11uch hazard, and knew too 
m~ch the cafe to think of attempting it by the way I 
went out; and what might be at the other fide (I me:::.n 
the \Vell:-fide) I knew not, nor had I any mind to run 
:my more Yentures ; fo I only refolved in the morning to 
make my way v:e.hn.rd along the fLore, and to fee if 
there was no creek where I might lay up my frigate in 
fafety, fo as to have her again if I wanted her. In about 
diree miles, or therertbou:s, coa!ting the iliore, I c:ime 
to a very good inlet, or bay, about a mile ever, which 
narro\'veJ till it came to a verv little rivulet, or brook, 
where I found a convenient h;rbour for my boat, and 
where fr.c lav as if fhe had been in a fotle doc!~ nude on 
purpofe for ·her: here 1 put in, a11d having flo-.ved my 
hoat Ycrv fafe, I went on fhcre to look about me, :2nd 
fee wher·c I was. 

I foon found I had but a little pafied by the pi.ace 
where 1 had been before when I travelled on foot to tl1at 
iliore ; fo taking nothi:1g out of my boat but my gun 
and my umbrella, for it was exceeding hot, I bl gan my 
march : the way ,vas comfort:=.ble enough ;,frer fuch a 
voyage as I had been upon, and I reached my n!cl bow~r 
in the evening, wher:~ I found every thinP- ftancf nr- ~ts I . .:, __, 
l..:!ft it; for 1 always ktpt it in good order, being, a:i I 
faid before, my country-hot1.fc. I got 
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I got over the fen"~, :md laiJ me down in the flnde 

/1. 1• l £ to reu my llTIL)S, 101 I was very weary, and fell aflet'J: 
but judge yo~, if you can: t:lat read my fiory, what a 
furprize I mufi be in, when I ,vas :rn·akd out of my 
fleep by a voice cailing 1~e by mv mme feveral times, 
Robin, l ooin, Roliin Crnf1 1e, poor Rol)in Crufoe ! 
'\\:here are ;·ou, Robin Crnfoe ? \Vhere are you ? 
'\"\'here 1: _ ve vou been ? 

l ,1-'IS fo de\d afl-:ep at firfi, being f,tigued '":it11 ro,\·­
ing, or paJdling, as it is called, the firfi part of the :w, 
~!ld w:-.Jking the fatter p:~rt, th;t T di.I not awake tho­
roughly; ~.nd dozing between flcq:,ing ard w2ki~g, 
thought I c.1reamed that fomcl~o~y fj1okf to me : bu~ as 
tl1e voice rnntinued to repeitt Rol.:in Crufo::', Robin Cru­
foe; at bfi 1 began to ::1wake rno,e p:'rfrcl:ly, and w sat 
firfi dreadfully frighted an I furt ed up in the utmoi1: 
confiernation: bl1t no fooner \vere my eyes ope ,, but I 
faw my Pollfittinp- on theto?of the hedge ~rnd immedi­
ately knew that thi: ,v. she th:it f poke to me; for jui1 in 
fm.,!-> ; e'11oaning ~,l ·gmge l ~rn 1 11fed to t1ik to him, 
and te~1c-h Lim; and he lud learned it fo perfeftly th2t 
he woul:l fit upon my finger, -:nd hy his 1.ill dofr to 
my fa. e, "nd cry, Poor Robin Cr .. foe, \Vhere are yon? 
\Vhere l1nve vo11 h"en ? How came vou here? and foch 
things as I h3.d taught hi;n. · 

However, even though I knew it was the p~r:·ot, and 
that in,-l.eed it could be nobo·ly elfe, it was a gooJ while 
before I could compofe myf ~lf. Fin1:, l was _m::.u<l hov.,,· 
the creature got th.itLer, and then how he {hou1cl jufi: keep 
about the place, and no where elfe : but as l was w JI 
fatisfied it co ild be nobody but ho11efi: Pol, I got it over; 
and holjing out ID} hand. and cal1ing him by his name, 
Pol, the fo:~iable cre:.ture came to m?, anci fat upon my 
thumb, as he ufr:d to do, and continued talking to me, 
Poor Robin Crufoe, and, how did l come here ? and, 
\vhere had I been? jl,fi 't if he lad been overjoyed to fee 
me again; and fo I c:i.rri.ed him home al ng ,vith me . . 

I had now had enough of rambling to fea for fome 
time, and had enough to do for m:rny days to fit ftill, 
and refiecl: upon the danger I had been in : I woi.ild 
have been very glad to have had my bo:n ag~in on 
my fide of tl.e =-f1:rn<l7 but I knew not ho\..,. 1t was 

pr .. clicable 

'• 

'·' 
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. r:1.c-ticable tn get it about: as to the eaft-fide of the 

ifl:mrl, ,Yhich I had gone roun~l, I kne,,· ·well en0t1gh 
there w;;s no venturina that wai ; nw very heart would 
ihrink. and my very blood ~un ·chill; ~llt to think of it: 
and to the other fide of the dland, I did not know how 
it might be there; but fuppofing the current ran with 
the fame force again CT: the ihore at the e" fi, as it railed 
by it on the other, I might run the fame rifque of be­
ing driven down the fiream, and carried by the ifland, 
as l h;;d L-ten before of being carried away from it; f) 
,, ith thefo thoughts I contented myfelf to be ,vithout 
any boat, thouah it had been the producl:: of many 
111011ths labour t.J make it, and of fo many more to get 
it into the fea. 

In this government of my temper I remained near a 
year, lived a very fedate rf'tird life, as you may m:.'11 
foppofe; and my th011ghts bting very much compofed, 
rs to my condition, and folly comforted in refigning 
myfdf to the dif pofitions of Providence, I thought I lived 
really very happily in a11 things, except that of fociety. 

I improved rnyfelf, in this time, in all the mechauic. 
exercifes which my neceffities put me upon applying 
myfdf to; and I believe could, upon occafion, have 
made a very good carpenter, efpecially confidering how 
few tools I had. 

Befides this, I arrived at an unexpected perfection in 
my earthen-ware, and contrived well enough to make 
them with a "·heel which I found infinitely eafier and bet­
ter; bccaufe I made thin!;S round and ihapeable, which 
before were filthy things indeed to look on. But 1 think 
I never was more vain of nw own performance, or more 
joyful for any thing I founZl out, than for my bci 11g aUe 
to 1rn~ke ~ tobacco-pipe; and tho' it was a very ugly 
clumiy thmg when it was done, and only burnt red 1 ike 
otht.r earthen-ware, yet ..1.. it was ha"d and firm, and w uki" 
draw the fmoke, I was f'xceedingly comforted with :t ;_ 
~or I ha~ alwa: s been ufed to fmoke, and there were pipes 
rn the flu p, but I forcYot them :1t firfl:, not know in')· there 

b 
. 0 

was to acco 111 the if1an<l; and aften\·ards when I fearched 
the {hip ag~in, I could not come at any pipes at all. 

J n my\\ 1 kt·r-ware I al:o imprnved much, and made 
abun,::~nce of IltCt!bry bikets, as welt a5 iry irffention 

£hewed 
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fh(.;',\ e<l me, tl·o' not very handfr,mf', yet conrei1ient .for 
my b.~·i1 g th:ngs up ;n, C'r fetr:11i11g things humc in. for 
ex ;•1~1~, if I '·iEell ::t g0::: abro ,l', I could !1ano- it up 
in :1 tr.:.::_,, fa:· it, ar!d di t f, it, ,i , i cut it i;1 ri-:c ·~, ard 
brirg it hcmL· in ~ La kct; ,rnd r:~e like iJv a t:..:rtlc, I 
cc Lid cut it up, t~.kr O,!t t'1e eg ,·.,, a.:-.3 a ·pi,'cc er two f ti, " ,._ . ' ' t· I ' . l 0 le uCu;, W ~lC.1 W'i.• f l'Ougn '-1· •a..:, :t"'lt bn ,g t •\~"1 
horn,· in a 1 "- .:t, ad lt~. :t: t'. e rdt t: ~·'1ii1 l me: a:(> 
brge deep')' 1.~-t, w 'f,;_ :11_ r :.: ,;., er5 fr '1)' Cvn: w 1i.:h 
f !ii•,•;:•:·~: t:!,:,_.'1 O~t ::'~ ",).)n a5 ~t wa,; ,{qr, 2,d Ccllc~l; 
an~ 1· :,~ ~t ;I' ""r'"t L 11 ·:; :.,,ic1Jt)1-·., < r·t·1 r'r· ... ~ .. .t'L U ....... ,.... '- t. .. "' '" C ... " • 

I hef,,t'l re.\ to r,·r'--..: • .: u.: 11t,\vtk,· a!:, it.!d cf)•!·-; l._. -­
ab' v; l"1"l t .:s '\\.!: a \"- ·~ · :c~•.:11 it \V~ i:n >u,;:b c for 
rne·t() i: r_ :/, arJ I bt~(-t.!'"J Lr.ic ~i~y to CJ1~Lda w: .. ~ r 1~ . .i} r ., \ ., -, .,. •l ''l Id , I\ c~ '1() ln"•·e .,,,., '.·1·. •11,t ;~ ~o ... u ..... v YJ."I,. l 1. •V• -'•• - ,._ f\.'n •- J l,.•4."l,._ ,. f l- C' • r l, 'u 1 I <l ) ~ J ! .. 11 , 1 tr 0- t C I- l 1 "S r O"' • ) , J. ·n l ..-. ,, '- ... l a. .-. < .. 1 , t,. {f(.., , • L ..,, ,., •1. - 1-

f..:' [Vt'\l l'-:. . ~ ,. irJ vc,t:- ,,; :n..; b,-,1r,;--- ;,ere, '.:tn •• 1 )' 111·r • • '-"Ji r "'")' be!_, ~nt ~~~ .!'ii;;r..i,t,in:; I \,.sin he"'~:. C'f l,a:,r-- I. '-' c) a.1 h ! l<•l, :H ':: 1 c ,~•1 i nut Lv ar.v rr ',ris b. a,rr it t )' . . . ' 1.-... t-; 1 ~ .,, .. 1 ~ J, .,... ~, ,.. 1 t f ... • ,. I .. .. , l , > t"' p.1 , -, .. , ~ ,-,.~ c;.· 1, ••. ::J L ~C l, .t.11 C\.,l,.~. 1,-> '-• 
find :n n y 1.e,.rt to ki:! he1·, ti 1~ f!.c :.:.:.1 .• ~ I.~t c .- Joltcrc ~.1-e • 

.::) 

'' L • • • J 1 f . , .LlUt u.:.:In.'.5" now 1n th\:! e cvtrt.1 year o my n:.,u~,.,cr•, 
r:.nc1, as [ ha e fail!, 1-:-y ,u"1m: . .m;:ion growing· bw, I fi·t 
myfr·lf 10 !bly fJmc .at w tI'1? a:!d foare the g0:Lt', to 
it.I.! \'.'lt~'l,er I could :1ut catch 10me of thr1~1 alive, a11<l 
particulc.r~_,r I wanted .:;, 1.te-,?0:.-.t gr.::1: ,,ith young. 

To this p.1rpo!~ I .. ,iade fo~m::s to hamper them ; :: 1l 
belie\'e thev were more t!1an oue ::~kc.1 in thtm; but IL y 
tackly •,va-; 'not good, for I ha<l no w~rc, anJ J.:w,1: s 
found th.!:n broken, and my bait dev'Jured. 

At leng:h I refo!ved to try a pit-fall, fo I dug fonr:l 
forge pit, in t::e earrh, in place., \ ha.! T h:i,J obferved 
the go:!ts ufed to feed, ?.,'C! ovcrt!-lefo pit~ I placed :1Urc!les 
of my o·.vn md::ing too, wit½. a gnat weight upon t?1em 
and fever;!l times I put ears of barley, :md dry rice, with­
out fetting t11e trap; and I could eafily percei':c, that the 
goats h:d. gone in, a:1d eaten up the corn, that 1 cou1J 
fee t'.1~ mark of their feet : at length, I fot three traps 
in one nigh , and o-oing the next morning, I founJ them 
.all ft,rnd-ing, and y~t t!1c b::i: eaten and gone : thi5 was 
very difcour.1ging; howe\·er, I altered my tr:lp; anJ, not 

to 
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to tr0,1ble you with pa1 ti.::ular , going one morning to fre 
my t1 , p:;, I found in oue of them, a large old he-goat; 
ard, i!l ore oft:1e other, three kids, a m2l\:'. and two ft males. 

A<i t<,theold oae, 1 knew 11ot what to c~o with him; he 
,•,a<; fo fierce I dm fc eot go into tl1e pit to him; that is . 
to hy to go about to :_,1 in~ him aw::i.y alive, i·:hU1 was 
v hat I \\'anted; I col!lJ nave killed him, but that iY:lS 

r ot n'y i ufi.neis, nor iv oulil it at1fwer my en l ; fo I 
t '1:.n ltt h;m out, ~ •1 l ! •.! r;\n a\\'av as if he L:d bten 
f1 t~).t1 u'l out ol= h:,; \\its; hut ( di-! not t~ 1:."l: 110\'l 

,. bet I ,•"ttrw~n .. s L:.ncJ ti1at :...i;n-er wo1c1l ~ tame a 
l:oll: if I LaJ kt l-.im th\ t'1trt three orfour'L~v-- with­
o· 1t !cod, ~nJ tl1rn ln, e • c::i.rricd him fome , .. ; .Lr to 
d, id, <'...1d t;1.:n a little corn, he i\ 01_ild hai'C been as 

- 1 1 • • r 1 • } r • t 1me a:. one o± t.1e r~J.,; ror t.1ty ~re m1_:: ity iagauo,13 
tr..i.Ett1:•lt!ri·eat:1n~, w!1cr~ tl.cv a1e \\c:11 ufrd. 

I ro ,\ l-Vff, for tr.l: prcfe·:.t '·1et him go, knowiPg 110 

bf'ttt rat th· t time: tl1u1 1 wc1tt to t•1e t1:n:e ki,1-,; ~,nd, 
t ~ir o- ~] .. n~ en.:! l'v ore, l t~((l them.111th firirivs to­
tr ~1e·1:; ~-! l witi11~111t JiCi·u:tvho1-:"l1ttl.e111zll;Lorru • ..., . .::, r~ \\'J.'J a p-cod w' 1i!c be>fore thev WOl1hi fu ... d, but 

• , ... , ... ' • J ' 

t).i ,,•:, i.·,· ~, u:1 k,a1e,. ,·rtt (Ot n,· 1t ttn1 pt.__ l tnc111, <'.a<l 
tl.t; i c .:~!1 ~o L~ t.;n,e : an i now 1 fo-:.m<l, t~1at if I ex­
I r. l:cl to flll i_)ly myfi lf" ith goats tldh, y;;ben I bad no 
po·•·c'er or Jl:oc 1~.t, "breec·ing fornc up t;-,n:c ,\·~--; my 
only w .. y, \~·Len p ·rl.aps I mig~,t l::we diem abot.t my 
hot.Se jk-:- a fio k of 11lcfp. 

Bnt then :t prefently occurre,l to me, that I n,ufi keep 
he tc:.me f1 om die ,, ild, or rife they would 3.l\\'ays 1 un 

v iU ·.d~en t:1c.y gre·v up; and the only way for thi::; wa-; 
t0 11::;. Yt fome inclof ed piect of ·ground, well fenred ei · 
ther "it:1 hedge or r~dc, to keep them upfo ~ffdh:ally; 
tb2t t:10fe ·., iti•i:i n,1ght not break out, or thofe with­
ou~ iJre2.k iE. 

Thi; wa-, a ~re:.::tundertaking for one pair of h2nds ; 
H:t a_ I f.nv ttiere "a; an obfolute neretlitv of doin<T it, , , v 
n,y firfl pi ere of work w:i.s to find. ot1t a proper pi ere of 
ground; Yiz. \\':1erc there \ as likely to be herbage for 
them to eat, water for them to drink, and coi·er to 
keep them from the f m .. 

Thofe who underfia11d foch inclofures, ,, ill think I 
had very little contri, ::i.nce, when I pitched upon a 
« pbre , e ·: propt.r for aE thtfe, bt.ing a plain open pi ere 

of 
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of mradow-land or fiFanna (:"s our people c2ll it in the wefiern colonies) which had t,vo or three litrle drills of freJh ,v:1.ter in it, and at one end w:1s verv woodv; I fay th(y will ur:ile at my fortcaft, v:he11 1 fh:111 ttll them 1 began my inclofing of this piece of ground in fuch :i. m:.rnner~ that my i1edge or p:~1e muft have been at leaH two miks abom ; nor ,ras the m;1dmfs of it fo great 2s to the comp;-,L; for if it was ten miles about,. 1 was like to have time enough to do it in; but I did not confider, that my goats w0uld be as wild info much compz&;, as if t::cy had h~<l the \t.·hole iibnd; and I foonld have fo much room to chace them in, that I faould never C'cltch them. 
Ivly hedge ,vas began and carried on, I belit.:ve, arout· fifty yc:rds, wten this thought o ·cl1red to me; fo I pre­fently fl:opped fliort, and for tlie fir ft Leginning 1 refoh·cd to indofe a piere of about 1 50 yards in Lngth, and 100 :yards in breadth, which as ft ,vould mainLin as man} :is I fuould have in any reafonable t~me, fo, as my flock increafed, I could add more ground to my indofur • 

This was a8:ing with fome prudence, and 1 went tO' work with courage; 1 was .:bout three months hedging in the firft piece; and, till I had done it, 1 tethered th~ three kids in the beft part of it, and ufed them to feed as near me as poffible, to make them familiar; and very often I would go and carry them fome ears of barley, or an handful of rice, and feed them out of my hand ; fo that after my indofur~ ,i·as fimfhed, and I let them foofe, they "Tou]d follow me up and down, bleating after me for an handful of corn. 
This anfwercd my end, and in about a year and a haJf I had a flock of about twelve goats, kids and all; and in two years more 1 had three and forty, befidcs feverd that I took and killed for my food ; and aftc:r that I inclofed five fc:veral pieces of ground to feed them in, with littl~ pens to drive them into, to take them as I wanted them; and gates out of one iecc of ground into another. 

But this w:is not all; for now I not only had goat'~ flefh to feed on when I pleafed, but milk too, a thiug which indeed in my beginning I <lid not fo murh as think of, and which, when ic came into my thoughts, w.-1s 
rea!lv , 

O' 
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:really an agreeable furpnze; for now I fet up myda1ry, 
and had fometimes a gallon or two of ff,ilk in a day. 
And as nature, who gives fupplies of food to eve;ycreJ.~ 
ture, dictates. even natura-lly how to make ufe of it, io T, 
!:hat never milked a cow, much lefs a go:-.t, or faw 1~utt'.::r 
or cheefe made, very readilv and haadilv, tho' after a 
great many effays and mifcan\ages, mac'.e me both butter 
and cheefe at lafl:, and never wanted it afterwards. 

How mercifullv can our great Cre:1tor treat his crea~ 
tures, even in thoie conditions in which they feemed to 
be O\ erwhelmed in defi:rutl:ion ! How can he fwecten 
the bitterefi: providences, and give us caufe to praife him 
for dungeons and prifons ! YVhat a table r,·as here f pread 
for me in a wildernefs , -.,·here I faw nothing at fi.rfi: but 
-to peri{h for hunger ! 

Jt would have made a i1oic fmile, to have feen me and 
my little family fit down to dinner : there was my ma-

. jtfty, the prince and lord of the whole ifland ; I had the 
lives of all my fobjecl:s at abfolute command ; I could 
hang, d!."aw, give life and liberty, and take it away, 
and no rebels among 211 my fubjecl:s. 

Then to fee how like a king I dined took, all alone, 
attended by my fervants ! Pol, as if he had been my 
favourite, as the only perfon permitted to talk to me ; 
my dog, which was no,:v grown very o1d ~.nd crazy, and 
found no fpecies to multiply his kind upon, fat always 
at my right-hand; and two cats, one on one fide the 
table, and one on the other, expecting now and then a 
·bit from my hand, as a mark of fpecial favour. 

But thefe \\'ere not the t" o cats which I brought on 
fhore at firfi:; for they \\,ere both of them dead, and had 
been interred near my habitation by rr•y own hands; but 
one of them having multiplied by I know not what kind 
of creature, theft were two ,vhich . preferved tame, 
\\-hereas the refi: ran wild into the woods, and bec~me 
indeed troublefome to me at lafi:; for they would often 
come into my houfe -.ind plunder me too, till at lafi: I 
\\ as obliged to fhoot them, and did kill a great many ; 
at length they left me with this attendance, and in this 
plentift1l manner I lived; neither could I be faid to want 
any thing but focietv, and of that, in fome time after 
this, I wa~ like to ha;,e too much, 

I was 
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I w:t~ fJmet' i'1g impatient, as I had obft'n ed, to hwe 

t
1
1e uie of nw bo[.t, tho' ,·av 10th to n.n :-i.n; mor~ !.a­

zard; and t:;crefor..: fomctu1~c~ 1 fat contri,-fng- \\ 1v~ to 
get h~.r abuut t:·,e ifla.1J, and at other timc:i 1 !:l~ 1-{_. ie!f 
d0w,1 contt: ntcJ c .1ou2"h wit;1out hl :-, But 1 Ji.id a itr,tn•·e 
unra 11nds in n:y 1ri ;d to go dmvn to tlw pdint of tne 
ifl,1'1d, wht're, a~ I have fai<l in 11w laft r~1m~)lc, I we, t 
up the hill to fee how the !h0re liy, ::nd how the cur­
rent fet, that I mig!1t fee w:1at I h:ld to do : this incli­
nation incrca[d uµ0n me c 'ery J:y, :i.:1d <1.t l ·:1gt 1 I re­
foh~d t0 travel thither by 1:nd, and f01Iowing t 1e c lg..! 
of the fhore, I diJ fo: b.1t).ad any one in Erg!a,d b~·en 
to meet foch a m:rn as l w: s, it urn:!: either h:=.vc t~irrhted 

.:, _them, or raifed a great deal cf kughta; and :;-5 J fre-
qucnt!y fi:ood fiill to look ::t my[e1t: I cou:d not but finile 
at the notion of my tra veiling thro' Y ork<hirc with fuch 
an equipage, and in foch ;,,. drds. :Ce pleafed to take 
a f' e:tch of my figuri, :is follows : 

I I a 1 a great n;gh i11apelefs car, made of goat's fll{_~n, 
with a lhp hanging down behind, as well to keep t;1e 
fun from me, a'i to lhoot the rain off from running into 
my neck ; nothing being fo hurtfiil in the;°e clim:ne., 
as the r,tin upon tl1e t:e1h under t1e clot!1e:s. 

I had a t110rt j,K .,,,ct \.,f goat's fkin, the fl,ir:s com:ng 
clown tu ab'.)ut the mid<lle of IT')' thighs ; ~.nd :?. pa·:, of 
open-kneed brcecl,cs of the Lme : the br.?echc:s \·ve:·e 
made of a fKin of an old he-goat, whofe hair hurg 
do\vn fuch a length 0,1 either fide, that, like pantaloons, 
it rt!a1:J1ed to th..: middle of my leg-c:. Stockings and fhocs 
1 had no11e ; but I had made m; a pair cf f ;nething, I 
frarc.: kne\V what :o call them, like bufkins, to flap ov-..r 
my leg-..-., and lace on either fide li'~e fpatterdaibes ; 
but of a moft barbarous i11ape, as in l,;; ... d were all the 
re!!: of mv clothe 5. 

I h.1d ·on a broad belt of goat's f°'in dried, which I 
drew together with t\\ o thong5 of the fame, infkad of 
buckles ; and in a kind of a frog on either fide, of 
thi~, infkad of a fi 'Ord and dagg~r, hung a little Lw 
a1,d a hatchet, one on one fie.le, one on the o:her : I 
h~ I another br1 t not fo broaJ, :'Ind fa!l:ened in the fame 
Jll'ln'ltr, which hung over my fhoukkr; and at the 
c :1 i of it, und1.:r my left arw, tung two pouches, both 

JTiaJc 
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made of go:i.t's (~in too; in one of which hung my 
powder, in the other my fhot : at my back I carried 
rnv b:-/ket, on my ihoulder my gun, and over my head 
a \rre.1t clumfv agly goat's-fkin umbrella, but which, 

.:::, , ~ 

after dl, was the moll neceifary thing I had about me, 
next to my gun : as for my face, the colour of it was 
re:1.lly not fo l\1ullato-like, as one might expect from a 
man not at a 11 careful of it, :ind living \Vi thin nine or 
ten dezrees of the Equinox. My beard I h2.d once fuf­
fered to grnw till it was about a quarter of a yarl long ; 
hut as I had both fciifars and razors fufficient, l ha<l cut 
it pretty fhort, except what grevv on my upper lip, w:1ich 
I had trinu,,.ed into a large pair ofMahometan whifkers, 
fuch as I h:.:d feen worn by fome Turks, whom I faw at 
Sallee : for the Moors did not wear foch, tho' the Turks 
<lid : of thefe mufl:achios, or whifk.ers, I will not fay 
they were long enough to hang my hat upon them; but 
they were of length and foape monftrous enough, and 
fuch as in England would ha·ve paffed for frightful. 

But all this is by the bye; for as to my figure, I had 
fo few to obferve me, that it v1as of no manner of con­
feqnence; fo I fay no more to th2.t part: in this kind of 
f.gurc I went my new journey, and was cut five or fix 
days. I travelled nrfr along the fea-ihore, directly to the 
place where I firft brought my boat to anchor, to get 
up upon t~e rocks ; and, having no bo:1t nO\.V to take care 
of, I went over the land a nc:uer v.:ay, to the fame 
height that I was upon before; when looking forward ta 
the point of the rock which lay out, and which I was to 
double with my boat, as I faid above, I was furprized to 
fee the fea all fmooth and quiet ; no ripling, no mo­
tion, no carrcnt, ~my rr.o .. ~ there than in other places. . 

I was at a ftrange lofs to underfrand this, and rcfolved 
to fpend fome time in the obferving of it, to fee if nothing 
from the fets of the tide had occafioned •it : but I was 
prefently convinced how it was ; viz. that the tide of 
ebb fctting from the weft, and joining with the current 
of waters from fome great river en the ihore, mufl: be 
the occafion of this current ; and that according as the 
wind blew more forcible from the weft, or from the 
north, this current came near, or \Vent farther from 
the ihore; for, waiting thereabouts till evening, I went 

up 
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l1p to the rock again, and then the tide of ebb beinu· 
made, I plainly faw the current again as before, only· 
that it ran farther off, being near h:i lf a league from thr 
:lhore; ,diereas, in my cafe, it fet clofe upon the fhore, 
and hurried me in mv canoe alono- with it, which at , w 
another time it would not have done. 

This obfervation convinced me, that I had nothing 
to do but to obferve t 11e ebbing and the flowing of th.:: 
tide, and I might very eafily bring my boat about the 
ifland again : but when I began to think of putting it 
in practice, I had fuch a terror upon my fpirit':i at the 
remernbranrc of the danger I had been in, that I could 
no~ think of it again with any patience ; but on the con­
trary, I took up another refolution, which was more 
fafe, tho' more laborious; and this was, that I would 
build, or rather make me another periagua, or canoe ; 
an<l fo have one for one fiJe of the iiland, and one for 
the othe;-. 

You are to underfiand, that now I had, as I mav call it, 
two plantations in the ifland; one my little fortification 
or tent, "·ith the wall about it under the rock, with 
the cave behind me, which by this time I had inlarged 
into feveral apartments or cr,'Ves, one within another. 
One of thefc, which was the driefi and brgefi, and had 
a door out beyond my wall or fortification, that is to 
fay, beyond where my wall joined to the rock, \Vas all 
filleJ up with the large earthen pots, of which I haYe 
given an acc0t:nt, and with fourteen or fifteen gre:>.t 
bafkets, which would hold five or fix buihcls each, 
where I laid up my ftores of pro,·ifions, rfpecially my 
corn, fome in the ear cut off ihort from the firaw, and 
the otl1er rubbed out with my hand. 

As for my w,dl, made, as before, witr long ihkes or 
piles, thofe piks grew ::ill like trees, and \\·ere by this 
time grown fo big, and fpre:.=i<l fo very mu ·h, that there 
was not the Jeafi ~appe;i.ran~e, to any one's vie\\', of any 
habitation behind them. 

Near this dwel1iJ10-ofrnine, but a iittle fart!1er\\'ithi11 
l ,-, i . C the and, and upon lower groun< , I 'Y my two pieces 01 

corn-ground; \\'hirh I kept duly cultivated hnd fowcd, 
and which duly yielded me their harvdl in its feafon: 
and whenever I had occafion for more corn, I had n.orc 
land adjoining as fit as that. Be-
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Befides this, I had nw countrv-feat, and I had now a 

to1cr:i.ble pbntation the{·e alfo ; 'for firft, I had my little 
bower, as I Glled it, which I kept in repair ; that is to 
fay, I kept the hedge which circled it in, confrantly fit­
ted up to its ufual height, the ladder !landing always in 
the infide ; I kept the trees, \•.:hich at firH were no more 
than my ftakes, but were now g:·mvn very firm and tall ; 
I kept them always fo cut, that they might fpread and 
grow thick and wiicl, and make the more agrec,-.b!e 
fbade, which they d' cl effectually to my mind. In the 
middle of this I h:td my tent alw,tys fl.anding, being a 
pit'Ce of a fail fpread over poles fct up for that purpofe, 
and which ne\·er wai1tcd any repair or renewing; and un­
der this 1 had made me a fquab or much, with the fl:in.s 
of the creatures I had killed, and with other foft things, 
:-i..ml 1 b:.:nket laid en them, fuch as belonged to our fea­
bedJing, which I h:i.d faved, and a great watch-co:it to 
co,·er me ; and. here, whenever I had occafion to be ab­
frnt from my chief feat, I took up my ccuntry habitation. 

Adjoining to this I had my enclofurcs for my cattle, 
th:ct i:; to fay, my goat<:: And as I had taken an incon­
cci,·ablc deal of pa.ins to fence ar:d inclo[c this ground, I 
\':as fo uncafy to fee it kept CLtire, Id: the goats fhould 
break thro', that I never left of::--, till with :.nfinite labour 
I had flu;:k the o-.::tf:dc of the het:ge fo full of fm:ill 
tbkcs, :1..1:c! fo r:car to or.(: a::c::1er, tnat i:: was rather a 
pale tl:;:n an hedge, :rnd there was fc;-,_rce room to put an 
hand thro' between t\,~m, \Vhich :i.:,en:..·ard.s, when tho[e 
fb.kes grew, as the:~· a:l did in the ·:ext rainy feafon, 
111.ade ti1e inc1ofure ilrong, like a wall, indeed ihonger 
than anv w:dl. 

Thi, ·will tdlify for me th.at I was not idle, and that 
I fpared no pa:ns to bring to pafs ,vhat ever appeared ne­
c~ffary for my comfort'lble fuppcrt ; for I confidered the 
keeping up a b:-eed of tame creatures thus at my 
hand, ,vouid be a living magazine of flefh, milk, but­
~e~ and chcefr, for me, as long as, I lived i_n the place, 
1f 1t were to b:! forty ye2.rs; and tnat keepmg them in 
~y reach, depended entirely t~pon my. perfecting my 
rnc vfo l!S to fuch a degree, ttiat I might be fure of 
keep: 1~g them tog•'ther ; w~1ich by this method indeed 
I fo effdlu,Jly frcured, that when thefe little ftakcs 
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began to grow, 1 had planted them fo very thick, I was 
forced to pu1J fame of them l,p again. 

In this pl?.ce alfo I lnd my grapes grm.ving, which I 
principally depended on for my winter ftore of raifins, 
and which • never failed to preferve very carefully, as the 
heft and mofl: agreeable dainty of my whole diet ; and 
.indeed they were not agreeable on.ly, but phyficd, whole­
fome; nourifuing and .refrdhing to the b.ft degree. 

As this was alfo about half-way oet\veen my other ha­
bit2.tion and the place where I had fa.id up my boat, I 
generally fi:aid and lay here in my \-vay thither; for I 
ufed frequently to vifit my boat, and I kept all things 
about or belonging to her in very <'OOd order ; fome­
times I went out in her to divert myfelf but no more 
hazardous voyages would I go, nor fcarre ever above a 
ftone's cafi: or two from the :Chore, I was foapprehenfive 
of being hurried out of my knowlt:dge ag.1in by the 
currents, or winds, or any other accident : but now I 
come to a new fcene of my life. 

It happened one day about noon, going towards my 
boat, I was exceedingly furprized v:ith the print· of a 
man's naked foot on the :fhore, which was very plain to 
be feen in the fand : l fi:ood like one thunderftruc-k, or 
<1s if I had feen an apparition ; I lifi:cned, I looked round 
me, I could hear nothing, nor fee any thing; I went up 
to a ri!ing ground to look farther : I went up the ihore, 
and down the :fhorc, but it w:1s all one, 1 could fee no, 
other imprdlion but tliat one: I went to it again to fee 
if there ,vere any more, and to obfrrve if it might not be 
my fancy; but there was no room for th.,t, for there was 
exactly the very print of a foot, toes, heel, and every 
part of a foot; how it came thither I knew not, nor 
could in the ltafi: imagine. Bc.t ~.fter innumerable flutter­
ing thought", like ~ man perfr.c1lv confufed, and ouf;of 
myfdf, l came home to my fortification, not feeling,:'.as 
we fay, the ground I went on, hut terrified to the hfi: .de­
gree, loolrin~ behmd me at every two or three fi:eps, n/iif ~ · 
taking :;very bm-. and tr1...e, and fancying eYery :fruinp 
at a diftance to be a man; nor is it pofiib]e to defrribe, 
how many variou-; {hapts an 2.tfrighted imagin;ition re­
rirefcnted thinp-r, to me in ; how nu.11v wild ide~·s wtre • .J / 
formed every momel!t iu my fancy, and what a firangc 
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unaccountable whirniies came into my thoughts by the 
way. 

\Vhen I came to my caftle, for fo I think I called it ever 
after this, I fled into it like one purfued; whether I went 
over by the ladder, as firfr contrived, or went in at the 
hole in the rock, which I called a door, I cannot re­
member; for never frighted hare fled to cover, or fox to 
earth, with more terror of mind than 1 to th is retreat. 

I had no fieep that night ; the farther I was from the 
occafion of my fright, the greater my apprehenfions 
were; which is fomething contrary to the nature of fuch 
things, and efpecially to the ufual pr2B:ice of all creatures 
in fear : But I ,ms fo ernbarraffed with my own fright­
ful ideas of the thing, that I formed nothing but difmal 
imaginations to myfelf, even tho' I was now a great 
way off it. Sometimes I fancied it mufr be the devil ; 
and reafon joined in ,vith me upon this fuppofition: For 
how fhould any other thing in human :fhape come into 
the place ? \Vhere was the veffel that b:ought them ? 
\Vhat marks were there of any other footfieps? And 
how ,vas it _aoffible a man :fhould come there ? But then 
to think that Satan :fhould take human fhape upon him 
in fuch a place where there could be no manner of O'"'.ca­
fion for it, but to leave the pr int of his foot behind him, 
and that e, en for no purpofe too (for he could not be 
fore l :fhould fee it), this was .. n amazement the other 
way : I confiJered that the ckvil might have found out 
abund:rncc of other ,vays to have krrified me, faan this 
of the fingle print of a foot: That as I lir·~ q~ite on 
the other fi ;e of the ifland, he ·,~.rowld n ·ver b,we been fo 
fimple to leave a mark in a pl;,,,e where it was ten tbon­
fand to one whether I fuould ever fee it or not, and in 
the fand too, wl1 i.h the fi:il: fnrve of the fea upon an hi<rh 

• 1 '-~ .,_ b 

,vinn would 11:ive dehred entirely. All this ieemecl in-
confifiLnt with the thi1~<'.r 1tfelf, and with all r:otions we 

.::, 

ufuc.lly entert· in of thr fobtlety of the devil. 
Abund~.:1ce of fuc!1 thing" as thcfc affifi..:rl. to cirgue 

me out of jll apprehenfions of its being the d.!vil : And 
I prefently l onclndcd then, tklt it muft be fome more 
dangerous creatl!re ; viz. That it rnufi be fomt of the 
favQgt.s of the rnain L:nd over-ag:, inft me, wLo had 
wandered out to fea in their canoes, ,md, either d1 iven 
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by the currents, or by contrary \vinds, had made the 
ifland; and had been on ib~He, but \Vere gone away again 
to fea, being as loth, perhaps, to have fl:aid in this dcfa­
l,lte ifland, as I would .bve beer, to have had them. 

\Vhjle thefe reflecl:ions were rolling upon my mind, I 
w2.s very thankful in my thought, that I was fa happy as 
not to be thereabouts at that time, or that they dici not 
fee my boat, by which they would have conckded, that 
fame inhabitants h2.d been in the place, and perhaps have 
fearched farther for me: Then terrible thoughts racked 
my imaginations about their having found my boat, and 
that there were people here ; and that if fa, I fhould cer­
tainly have them come again in greater numbers, and 
devour me ; that if it fhould happen fa that they fl10uld 
not nnd me, yet they would find my inclofore, defl:roy all 
my corn, carry away all my flock of rnme goats, and I 
fuould per'fh at laH: for mere want. . 

Thus my fear banifhed all my religious hope ; all that 
former confidence in God, · which ,vas founded upon 
fuch wonderful experience, as I had had of his good­
nefs, now vanifhed; as if he that had fed me by miracle 
hitherto, could not prefcrn by his power the 'provifion 
which he had made for me by his goodnefa. I re­
proached rnyfelf with my eafinefs, that 1 would not fow 
:my more corn one year, th;rn ,vould juft fon·e me till 
the next fcafan, as if no acci<lC'i,t could interver.e to pre­
\'cnt my enjoying the crop th~t was upon the ground: 
And this I thought fo j uft a reproof, that I refolYcd for 
the future to ha\'e two or three vears corn before-hand, 
fo that Phatever might come, I ~ight not pcri!11 for ·.vane 
of bread. 

How i1:range a chequer-work of providence is the 
life of man! :-\.ud by what fecrct differing i}Jrings are 
the affccrions hurried about, as difFcrir-6 circ:umitanc,::s 
p:·cfent ! To day we love what to-morrow we hate ; to 
day we frd: ,,:hat to-morrow we fnnn ; to-da:,· we d\:;­
fire \vhat to-morrow we fear; nay7 even tremble at the 
apprchenfi.om of. This \·,as cxemµlinc.d in me at this 
6ne ia the moft lively manner i:-,'aginahle; for 1. 
whofc onlv aftiuion wa.-; , that i feemcd banifhcd from 
human focietv, tl at l was done, circi.;mfrribed by the 
boundlefs ocean, cut off from mankind, .;nd condemned 

to 
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.to wht I c:111 :i filent life; that I w:i.s as one whom hea­

ven thonght not \VCrthy to be numbered among the liv­
i!-w, o:- to :1f)Dear amono- the re!t: of his creatures ; that 

b r~ ~ 

to have fern one of mv own fpecies, would have fcemed 
to me a. nifing r.1e from deat·h to l~fe, an<l the greatefi: 

blc1Ting that heaven itfelf, nc:,t to tLe fupreme blefiing 
of fah·ation, could beilow ; I fay, that I fhould now 
tremble :tt the very apprehen:fons of feeing a man, and 
was ready to fink into the ground, at but the C1adow, or 
filent appear:mcc of ~t m:i{i:s having fet his foot on the 
ifb.nd. 

S1.:ch is the uneven !hte of human life ; and it afford­
ed me a grc:tt many curious { p('cubtions aftenvarc!s, \Vhen 
I bd a little recoi e:cd m:,r firil: forprize. I confidcred 
that this v, :,.5 the ftation of lif~, the infinitely wife and 
goo<l providence of God had ,letermined for me; th:i.t as 
I could nrit forcfoe \Vhat the ends of divine wifJ.orn might 
be in all ti1i:., fo I w:is not to difpute his fovereignty, ,vho, 
a5 I W:lf; hi;_, crc;atur~, h::t-1 a:1 undoubted rigLt by crea­
tion to t'"O~rern and difoofc of me abfolutely as he thouo·ht 

!:l ~ b 

fit; :rncl wl:o, as l w.,~ a cr2ature who had offended him, 
b.il lil-.ewifo a judicial right to condemn me to what 
pnnifr:rnent he thought fit ; and that it was my part to 
fuLrr.it to bear his indignation, bccaufe I h:id finned 
againfi him. 

[ then rdb:lcd, that God, ,vho was not onl)' rif!hte-o 

ous, but 01nnipotent, as he had thought fit thus to p mifh 
ancl ~.flli~t me, fo hew-:.., :,~):e to deliver me; that if he 
did not thi1~~- !1t to c.o it, 1t w;~s r:1y 1:nl1uellioned duty to 

rrfis,1 P1yfelf .ibfolutt.:ly and entirdy to his will : And, 
on t~.-: other ha1.d, it ,,;2..s my duty alto to hope in hirr., 
pr-,:,: to nim, anl1 qui1.:tl:· "<J ati.enc.l t'.1e clichtes and di­
rc.::hom of .ii cail V rrcvit:er.ce. 

, ~" r · 1 • 1 d T 
I '1CH.: tncL.g,1ts tooK me U}i man:: 1ours, ays, na~', _ 

may fay, wei.;ks anll mo1~t'i:'i; :i..nd one particular effect of 
my cogit:i.~ions on r .. i.., oc..:·1!:on, ] car:.not emit; ':iz . or:c 
morning ~:.nly, lying in my bcJ, and ft~lcd with th0t~ghts 
~bout my d:-,ng,;:r from the appeara;1cc of frt,:ages, I foun<l 
i:: d-i!cornpofed me ·:cry much ; l'pon which thofe \VOrds 
of the f:::rip~ure came iri~o ll')' thoughts, Call 1,pou 11:c m 
thi day cf trc,tb!r, a::d l c;_,..;i/L deli--:;cr thee, m:d :hou Jba!t 
glor{fj 1,:c. 
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Upon this, rifing chearfu11y out of my bed, my heart 

was not only comforted, but 1 was guided and encou­
raged to pray earneftly to God for deliverance : \Vhen 
1 had done praying, l took up my bible, and opening it 
to read, t:1e firfi words that prefented to me, were, ll' ait 
en tl-e Lera', , 1:d t:c :/ geed deer, m,d h_1lm1 Jlrrwr1hnz thy 
hrart: tf/a.:t. I fiv, r:-1 tl'e Lr.nl. It is impoffible to ex­
prefs tte ccmfort 6is ga•:e me; and in return, I thank­
fo!!y bi l c.own tP~ book, and was no more fad, at lea.fr, 
not on that occafion. 

I h . l,.P C ' {i . . h r. . d n t e illlu,...Je Os tne e cog1t1t10ns, ap[T< ,en110ns, ;:in 
rdk8::.ons, it came :nto my fr,oughts o:1e aay, th,t all 
this might be a mere chimera of my own, and that this 
foot might te the print of my own foot, when I came on 
:Chore f.'."om my ;:;oat : T~1is cheared rr>e l,p a little too, 
and bes;2.n t0 rxrfm, e myfdf it was '.'tll a delufion ; 
that it w:::s i!Ott1ir-1g elfe but my own foot; and why 
m:ght' not 1 rnmc that wav from the boJ.t, as well as I 
wa~ goin;~ th:1t \v·ay to the toat ? .:-\g:1in, f confi.dcred 
alfo, that 1 rodJ by no means tdJ for certain where I 
haJ trnd, a:-i ~ v/:cie [ had not; and tl1<1t if ;:t lafi this 
w2,s o:-dy the print of my o'.'i'n foot, I had. played the 
p2rt of thafc fo,11s, who i1:-ivc to m:.:i.k•' fl:ories of fptltrcs 
ar.<l a:-:->c-r;t:o~s, an 1 tb-.>n arc then-;frl ·es fribn hted at .t. . 
tj. )C•rr1 ,-, n ... ( l ··~ •' Y"\ ,.... n-,- l ()n' 7 r-J r .. ,. •'-' • .J ,,>, , L.l C, •• ••->j c l) \. •~• 

No·v I l·<'"s-a:1 !o t:::k1c: c1);1:·0:f, and to P~'C'> ahroad a J "' .t 

ag. i,1; for 1 l:a l not fi:in c<l ot1t of my ca.file for three 
d~,ys ·.rd ni 1--ts, fo th t I b..:g·rn i:o fr '1Yc for p,·ovifion; 
fort had Ett:t o:· ,10::,i1;(1' ,vitbin (!oors, Lcltfome brlcv-n ~ ~ 

c ::kcs :.11\l ,.v:,t ... r. The; i knew th2t ;,11y go'.lts w;111tt.d 
to b-: rnilk'-·d too, "-' l~ith nfoallv w:1s m>·' cvenit:~r div,:r-, ,, r: l l ,. • • . 1 . Hon; .rn,1 t11t p/)01· c; e·1ture::- \\ (re m great p:,rn an<: 1!1 • 

< om ciit nee for "·a;H of it; aPd indeed it almoCT: fpoiled 
fonw of t!:ern, an.:l ab oft dried up th(ir milk. 

Hc:.·2:·t::.r>ing m,,·feh· t}ien.fot e with the belief, that this 
w.--s noti!ino· jm 't 11t' nri· t of one of my own feet (anJ 
fo I mil!! /\c tnil•/ LiJ to {brt <',t ff')' own fh-1<low,) 
I ee":: r/tt.\ 0 1 ) :!Di o:;d again, ~ind ...,,_ t.nt to my rocntry-

⇒.. 1 b 1· . h I f houfc to n d,~ my flo · .K.; ut to ce wit w iat ear 
l went fo,;1.'anl, how often I looked tchind me, how I 
was rct:k'Y, every now-and-then, to by down my ba[­
klt, .and nm fo1· my life, it would have made an}: one 
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have thouo-ht I was haunted with an evil confcience, or 

thZ:t I had lJeen lately mofi terribly frighted ; and fo in­
deed l had. 

Ho•.vever, as I went down thus t,vo or three days, 
and having feen nothing, I begin to be a little bolder, 

and to think there was re:1lly nothing in it but my own 
imagim:.tion ; but I coulrl. not perfuade myf elf fully of 
fris, till I fuould go down to the ihore again, and fee 
this print of a foot, and meafure it by my own, and foe 
if there was any fimilitude or fitnefs, that I might be 
a:ffurcd it was my own foot : 1-- ut when I came to the 

pbce firH-, it appeand evidently to me, that when I laid 
up my bo1t, I rnuld not poffibly be on fuore any where 
there-bouts: Secondly, when I came to meafure the 
mark with my own foot, I found my foot not fo large by 
a great deal : .t oth thefe things filled mv head with new 

imaginations, and gwe me the vapours again to the 
higheft degree; fo that I fuook y;;ith cold, like one in an 
ague, and I went home again, filled with the belief, that 
forne man or men had been on fuore there; or, in fuort, 
th::-!t the ifland was inh"bited, and I might be furprized 
b.:fo,e I was aware ; and what courfe to take for my fe­
curity, I 1:new not. 

0 what ridiculous refolutions men t1ke, ·when pof­
feffrd with fear ! It dtorives them of the ufe of thofe 

J 

means, which reafon offas for their relief. The fid1: 
thing I propofed to myielf was, to throw dovm my in­
dofures, and turn dl 1c1y tame cattle,,, ild into the wooJs, 
that the enemy might not find them, and then frequent 
the ifhnd in prof pect of the fame, or the like booty ; 
then to the firnp1e thing of digging up my t,vo corn­
.fields, that they might not find fuch a grain there, and 
fiill to be prompted to frequent the ifland; then to demo­
liD.1 my bower and tent, th:: t they might not fee any 
vefiige ; of my h?.bitation, and be prompted to look 
farther, in order to find out the perfons inhab:ti11g. 

Thefe were the fubjec1:s of the firfi: 11ight'scogit1.tion, 
after I was come home again, ,vhile the apprehenfions 
which had fo o·ver-run1:.1y mind were frefh upon me, and 
my head was full of vapours, as above. Thus, fear of 
danger is ten thoufand tia1es more terrifying thc1n danger 
itfelf, when apparent to the eyes; and we find the bur-
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drn of '.ln:\iet·,,, greater by much, th~n the c,·i.1 \Vhich 
we arc an:,,:ot~s :J.)out; bc~t, w;1ich \\·:1:, "·orfe than :1.!l 
this, I haJ not t.::-t rciief in t\is trouhlc for the rcfigna­
;:ion I ufed to pr::.{tifr, th::t l hopcJ to b·:c. J lookeJ, 
I thought, lil~c· S:1.ul, who cmrpJ:1incd not on!y that the 
Phi1iil:ines were upo!1 him, b,1t tI:at G, d h:-,d forfakcn 
bm ; for I did J~Ot !10\V take ~t:c w:1.ys to COinpo1c my 
mind, by crying to God ;,1 ,ny di,:re(s, :~nd rdl:i1w up, n 
I:is providenc, :1~ I l:acl done l,dorc, fo·· my dcfcn ... ~c :wd 
deliverance; w·.ich if I h:1.d done, Thad, at k :d, b~cn 
Ill01"C C~ ~,,~f,,111 v ft"r..,n~t"'c1 u1·J,,1· i.,;r llt'\ ' · J·u•·n· i·,' "'1 1 .l\,.o~ .. " \,.;.~ .. -111•v.1. \..I J."' 11.1.> ., \ '.:.1 ~ ..... , ,L.ilL 

perhaps c:irricd ,hrnugh it ,,·ith more n:i:-ha;on. 
Th.~ cor:fo,ion of nw thoughts keDt me v:al~in~ all 

night; but in th:.: 1r:orn~ng I fell .i'kcp, ancl having by 
the amuLm~r,t rf ;;.'.; n1ir.d b~cn, :i~ it were, tired, and 
my fp:rits c::-:)1:i.ul:ct~~ I lkpt very found!y, and .nvake<l 
n~::ch better compoLd t:,:in r hJ L''.-cr been before : :\n,.l 
110·,.,-, l beg-an thr:k r~J:ttdv: ;,1d, ll!)011 the utmofl: V ~ · I 

<leb~te ·.<th n":f~lt~ I cor:ci;1-bl, that titis i!l.rnJ, w 1ich 
w,:s fo t::~cdi.~g p1c:-Cmt, frui~it.:!, and 10 farch.;r from 
the 11u(n I:i.ncl t;nn :1s I lnd frcn, wa;; not fo cntirc!v 
;~b:i.r.donetl as I might i:-i ::~inc : That a!t!.o' thcr~ \'.'l.!r~ 

H ' . ' ' . 1 1· l . f ' ' no , .. ,~cu 1:~.!ao1tT,:, , .. ~o 1•, 1·c O!l ~::c pct; yet tnat l.lere 
n:ir,·h~ forncti,n:.:s C)me b').1,s off i"i-om the lhore, who '-' -
eiti.cr w.th d ·Jign, or perl,aps never but when they were 
dri·vcn by crcfa wi:-:ds, might con:c to thi, pbcc. 

T1~:1t l }:ad lived h'..'re 1; ye.,rs no.,v, a:1<l had not met 
w=: 1 .:~e !cail i~ .. Ldov: or figure:, of :my p-:op!c b fo;e ; 
a,,,. <n: · f ~=-t 2..1v time t\ey GwulJ be dri\'en here, it \'.'as I • 

prol::,.b)e t:,ey went :iw,iy .tg-·tin ,,•; foon a~ C\ er th.:y 
co~ld, feeing rhc y h~d ncv::r ti1ougl:t l!t to J1x thcrc upon ,.. . . . 
il:iy occ:,u:on, to ~nis tune. 

;I'i:at the 1ro:c 1 could fr,ggcft an:: da11_?;cr from, w._", 
from any fuch c:ifn tl acciJ~ntal landing of il:r:1ggli 1g 
p:..'OJ,:c from tl-.e main, who, ac; it w:t~ li~cl:-·, if th:c·y 
\;,ere driven hi,\C'r, were here ag-ainll th('ir will,; fo t;ity 
made no r..av hl :·c, hut went off :t•r:1in witli :1.ll po{J:b:c . 

~ 

fpeeJ, Llctom, it.tying Oi1C night on J1i0rc, ieil they Jhould 
1,ot have the help of the tiJcs and day-light b:-..ck again ; 
and that tl ercfiirc l had 1:0tbi11r; to do lh1t to confi.tler ,,f 
fomc fafo retn ... :-,t, in cafo l H~o;1!d fee any fav:1gcs la:1d 
\,ran tLc fpot. 

~O\V 

L 

t 
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NO\v I began forely to repent that I had dug- my cave 

fo laro·e, as to bring a door through again, which door, 

as I f~id, came out beyond where my fortification joined 

to the rock. Upon maturely confidering this, therefore, 

I refolved to draw me a fecond fortification, in the fame 

manner of a femicircle, at a diftance from my wall, juft 

where I had planted a double row of trees about tvvclve 

years before, of which I made mention : thefe trees 

having been phnted fo thick before, there wanted but a. 
fe\\' piles to be driven between them, that they fhould be 

thicker 2.nd fi:ronger, and my wall would be foon fi.nifhed. 

So that I had now a double wall, and my outer wall 

was thickened with pieces of timber, old cables, and 

every thing I could think of to make it fhong ; haviag 

in it feven little holes, about as big as I might put my 
arm out at. In the infide of this I thickened my wall 
to about ten feet thick, continually bringing earth out 

of my ecn-c, and laying it at the foot of the wall, and 
walking upon it; and though the feven holes I contrived 

to plant the mufqucts, of wl1ich I took notice that I got 

feyen on !bore out of the !hip; theie, I fay, I planted 

like my cannon, and fitted them into fra!ncs that held 

them l{ke a. carriage, that fo I could fire all the fcvcn 

guns in two minutes time ; this wall I was many a 
weary month in fi.nifning, and yet never thought rnyfelf 
fafc till it was done'. 

\Vhen this ,vas done, I ituck all the ground without 

my wall, for a great \Vay every way, as foll with flakes 

or Hicks of the ofter-like ,vood, which I found fo apt 

to grow, as they couhl ,vell fb:i.nd ; infomuch that I be­

hen~ l might let in it near twenty thonfand of them, iea\·­
ing a pretty large fpace bet\veen them and my wall, t11:1t 

I might h:we room to fee an eaerr.v, anl th,...v mio-ht ha\'e 
..__ , • b 

no i11dtcr from the young tree,,, if they at.:ernptcd. to ap--
proach rnv outer ,vall. 

Thus i{, t ,·o vears time I ha,l a tl~ick: arove ,· and in• 
• b 

five or fix years tim-! 1 ha<l a wood bi..10r-..: my d-_vellina,. 
r n , . k <l . . ..:-> 

grown 10 rnon,,rcus tmc.· :m· ilrong, tk1.t 1t was m-

dced p~rfeetly irnpaffiblc ; and no man of y,-hat ~ind 
foevcr, woull~ e,·cl ima~ine that there Y.-as any dlino­

beyond it, much lcfs a~1 h:11.Jitation: as for the w:1.:.: f 
prcpofocl myfdf to go in and out (for I left no a·:en~e) 

G 5 ~::-
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it \\'as hy fctting two ladJers ; one to a part of the 
ro-:k wLich was low, and then broke in, and left room 
to p'.a e another ladder upon that; fo when the two 
ladders were taken clown, no man living could come 
down to me without rnifchiefing hirnfelf; and if they 
h:id come down, they were frill on the outfide of my 
outer w all. 

Thus I took all the meafures human prudence could 
fuggefi: for my own prefervation ; and it \vill be feen at 
length, that they were not altogether without jufi: rea­
fon; though l forefaw nothing at that time more than 
my mere ft.ar fuggefa:d. 

vVhi1e this _was doing, I was not altogether careleis of 
my other affairs; for I had a great concern upon me for 
my little herd of goats; they were not only a prefent 
fopply to me upon every ocrafion, and began to be fuf­
fi . ient to me, without the expence of powder and ihot, 
but alfo abated the fatigue of my hunting after the wild 
ones; and I v.'as loath to lofe the advanta!J;e of them, 
and to have them al1 to nurfe up over again. 

To this purpofe, after long confideration, I could 
think but of t\i·o v,ays to preferve them; one w~!S to find 
another convenient pbce to dig a cave under ground, 
and to drive them into it every night; and the ether 
was to inclofr two or three little bits of land, remote 
from on~ another, and as much concealed as I could, 
where I might keep about half a <loun young go·•ts in 
t:ach place; fo that if any dif.dler happened to the flock 
in oeneral, l miuhc be able to raife them azain ·,vith b b V 

little trouLle ar~d timl!: and this. thou2:h it Yrn~1ld re-
quire a ,,.rcat deal of time ,rnd Jr,.bour. I t!-:ou')-ht was b ' V 

then-oft ration:11 dt fign. 
Ao.0;d1Dr.:h I fpent fome time, to find out the mofi: 

reti: ec r:<'.: ~; c;f the iflan l; :md I pitched upo;1 one, whi ·h 
W:!S c1::; ~riv~te irn!eeJ a!:. my heart rnul<l w:ih; fer ic 
·.v~.~ ,, little<!?,:: p piece of g"ouml. i:1 Lhe 1~•jdc!le of the 
Lo}k ·:: and ~r:i ~- ·woo:-, -..,·he;-e it is obfrrvc<l, l al­
i.:-_c:: hfr m-, J~ !~ '.>We h .fore, ( nc:e~vouring to come l':ick 
t..,:t r?'' i":°'0m t:-:1;> e::ift~rn p?.: ~ of the if12nd: here I 
fru::id ~;,:::,· pitce of l:m.d 1.car tl:rec. acre~, fo for­
r 0e•"J::· •.0• :~h v.;aor's, t'.::i.t :t W«'> aln;oft an inrlolure by 
r.2.~L;~ -,11 .-. ,,n- i~,1 '10~ ·:-;,;it r.e.1r fo much ia~wur lo - ... __ .._........ · ·.. · " n~::1k.e 

\) 
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make it fo, as the other pieces of ground I had worked 

fo hard at. 
I immediately went to work \Vith this piece of ground, 

and in lefs than a month's time I had fo fenced round, 

that my flo~k or herd, call it which you pleafe, which 

·were not fo wild now as at firfl: they mi_:ht be fuppofed 

to be, were well enDugh fecured in it. So without any 

farther d""·lay, I removed ten :fhe-goats and two he-goats 

to this piece ; and when there, I continued to per­

fect the fence, till I had made it as fecure as the other, 

which, however, I did at more leifure, and it took me 

up more tim.; by a great deal. 
All this bbour I was at the expence of purely from 

my apprehenfions on the account of the print of a man's 

foot which I had feen; for as yet, I never faw any hn­

rn:l.i. cre2.ture come near the ifland, anJ l had now lin'.d 

two years under thefe uncafincffes, which indeed made 

mv fife mur-h lefs comfortaL-le than it was before ; as 

m~y well be imagined, by any who know what it is to 

live in the confb.1.nt fnare of tbe fear of m:,.n; and this I 

rnufi obf -rve with grid too, tl·at the difcompofure of my 
IYind had too great irnpreffions alfo upon t'1e relig;iom 

p:i.rt of my thoughts; for the dread and terror of fa 11-

• ing into the hands of favages and. canibals lay fo upon 

my fpirits, that I fddom found myfelf in a due temper 

for application to my maker; at leafi, not with the ft:­

d:tte calmnffs and rdignation of foul which I was wont 

to do. J r1-::htr prayed to God as under ?;!'Cat afn.iction 

and preflure of mind, furro1md~d with chnger, and in 

exr;t.cb-.tion evrry' ni~ht of bein£ muni~~n,d ,!ml de-
~ .o u 

,·ourc:d before the morning; and I mufi tdbfy from my 

experience, that a temper of pe-ice, thankfulnefs, love 

anJ afr't.f.tion, as much more the proper fr:nnc for pr:iycr 

thc1n that of terror and difco,11--di.uT; and that under 

the dre:i,i of mifchicf in1pen.:lin3, a m:m is no more fit 

for a comforting performance of the dt:ty of praying to 

God, than ht is tor repentc1.nce on a !ick Led ; for thefe 

difr ompc1~res :.:ffcct the mind <'.S the others do the body; 

and the d1_[, ompofore of the mind mufr nerdfarily be as 

i:reat a dif.,: .. ilit·; as th 1t of the body. ar:.<l much areat­

tr; praying to Goi b:.i1.g properly an act of the ~nind, 

LOt of tte bod r. 
G6 
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But to go on : after I had thus fccured one p1.a of my little living fiJck:, l went about the whole ifland, fca; •~:1-ing for another private place, to make foch anoth r Je­

poiit; when wandering more to the weil point of the iflan<l than I had ever done :;et, and looking out to fca, I thougrit I faw a boat upon the fea, at a great dilbnce ; .1 had found a perfpeetive gla[s or two in one of the iea­men's chefls, which l fa.,·ed out of our fhip; but I hacl 
it not about me, and this was fo remote, that I could not tell what to make of it, though I look.cc. ::it it till my eyes ,vere not able to look any longer; \,·hether it was a boat, or not, I do not know ; but as I defcended from the hill, I coul<l fee no more of it, fo I ga ,·c it over; orly I refolved to go no more without a perfpec­fr1. e glaf., in my pocket. 

When 1 ,vas come down the hill, to the end of the ithnd, where indeed I had nenr been before, I was pre­
fontl y con-vinced, that the feeing the print of a man's foot, w::is not fuch a !l:ranp-e thinz in the ifland as I ima­gined ; and, but that it \~:as a f p~cial Providence that I was cafr upon the fide of the if1and, where the fava~es never came, I ihould eafily h:we kno\vn, that nothing ,, as more frequent than for the canoes from the main, when they happened to be a little too far out at fe:i, to fhoot over to that fide of the ifland for harbour ; like­,,,ife, as they often met, and fought in their ca.noes, the 1:i-:lors, having taken any prifoners, would bring t11:?m over to t1'is ihore, where, according to their dreadful cul1oms, bt.i:1g all canabals, they would kill and cat tnem : of \\fach hereafter. 

\Vhen I was come down the hill to the fhore, as I faid above, being the S. Vv·. point of the ifland, I wac; pcr­feB:ly confounded and ama,,;ed; nor is it poi11ble for me to e;.prefs the horror of my mind, at feeing the fho.:-e fprc::i.d wlth ikulls, hands, feet, and other bones of hu­man bodies ; and particularly I obferved a piace where there lta<l been a fire made, an<l a circle dug in the earth, like a cock-pit, where it is fuppofrd the favage wretches h,1J fc<.t down to their inhuman foai1ings upon the bodies of their fellow creatures. 
l \Vas fo a!i:onifhcd with the fight of thcfe things, that l tntertai1 rd no notions of any danger to myfolf from 

it, 
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i.t, for a iong while ; all my apprehenfions were buried 
i"1 the thc.,uglits of fuch a pitch of inhuman, helliili bru­
u.lity, and the horror of the degeneracy of human na­
ture; which, though I had heard of often, yet I never 
had fo near a view of be~ore; in fhort, I turned away 
my face from the ho_;rid fpcEtacle; my i1or,nch grew 
fick, aud I \Vas ju!l: ,._t the point of fainting, \Vhen nature 
dif.:h:::_rge<l the diford.er from my ftomz,ch, and, having 
vomittcd with an mtcornmon violence, I was a little re­
lieved, but could not bear to fray in the place a mo­
ment ; fo I got me up the hill again with all fpeed I 
could, ,-.nd walked on to\vards my mvn habitation. 

\Vhen I came a. little out of that rart of the ifland, 
I fiood ihll a while as amazed ; ,rnd then recovering 
myfelf, I looked up with the utmofi: afFec':1:ion of my 
foul, and, wjth a flood of tears in my eyes, gave God 
th:mks, ti1at had caH: my firCT: lot in a part of the world 
whe,e l ,vas difl:inguiilied from fuch dreadful creatures 
as thefe; and that though I had eiteemed my prefcnt 
condition very miferable, had yet given me fo many 
comforts in it, that I had frill more to give thanks for 
than to complain of; and this above all, that I had, 
even in this miferable condition, been comforted with 
the knowledge of himfelf, and the hope of his blefa­
ing, which was a felicity more than fufficiently equi­
valent to all the mifcry \vhich I had fofFcreJ, or could 
furrer. 

In this frame of thankfu1nef", I went home to mv 
caicle, :1.nd began to he much e;,_fi.er now, as to th·e 
fafety of my circnmfl:anu.•5, than ever I wa<; before; 
for 1 obferved, that thefe wretches never came to this 
ifbnd in fc,trch of w11at they could get ; perhaps not 
feeki.ng, not w:i.nting, or not expeding, any thing here ; 
an<l having cftcn, no doubt, been up in the covered 
woody part of it, \Vithout finding any thing to their 
purpofc : I knc·,v I had been here now al:r1otl ciFh~cen 
yc:i.rs, and ncnr faw the leall footfreps of a liuman 
crea~ure there before ; and might be here eighteen 
rv're as enti.re1v conccJ.lcd as I \Vas now, if I d\l not 
difcover mvfci(:o them, v,,-hich I had no manner of oc­
c·\fi.c:i iO do, it being my on'y bufincfs to keep my­
fdf enti:ely C" ;1:-:akd y,1.erc I \\as, unlds I fr md a 

bl l~er 
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better fort of creatures th:m canibals to make myfelf 
known to. 

Yet I en~ertained fo.::\ an abhorrence of the favage 
wretches that I have been fpe2.king of, and of t!-:e 
wret~hed inhuman cufiom of their devourincr and eatin2" 

0 0 

one another up, that I continue l penfive and fad, an i 
kept clofe within my own circleforalmoft two ye,rsaf­
ter this : when I fay my own cirrle, I mean by it my 
three phnt::i_tions, viz. my cafile, my rnuntry-k:,,t, 
"· hich I c.Jld my bower, and my in,.Jofure in the 
woo:ls; nor diJ I look aft 'r this for any other ufe than 
as an inc!ofure for my goats; for the averfion which 
na "u re g:we me to thcfe hell ifh wrct -hes was fuch, that 
I was ::is fearful of feeing them as of feeing the devil 
himfrlf; no;- did I fo much as go to look aft:':r my bo.H 
in all this time, but bega:1 rat'1cr to think of making me 
another; for I roulJ not tl1ink of ever m1.king any mG:-e 
aw~mpts to bring the other bo1t ronnd. the iflanrl to me, 
left I fhoulJ m:.::et with fome of thofe ~r:;:i.tun.:s at fea, in 
which, jf I ha·i h1pp:.nd to have fal!.?n into their hauls, 
I knew what \Vould lnve b::en nw lot. 

Time, hmvcver, ?.nd the f-i.ti.,f,ffion I haJ th<tt I was 
in no dan>~r of bein_:; ciif-overed by thefe people, began 
to w.;:1.r off my u:1e:1finefs abo:1t them; and I beg::.11 to 
live jufi in the fame ror:ipofeJ rn ~nner as before; onl:r 
wit1.1 this di!Lrence, th it I ufed more caution, and k,;:pt 
my eyes more abo'lt me tl11.n I did b, fo, c, left I fhould 
h1pr 0 n to b.~ r~en by t--iy of t 11~m; an'l p,rti.:uhrly, l 
was mor" ca,1tio~1., of firing my g1.rn, lefi any of them 
on t '1f:' ifhnJ fu':>'! 1 i 11::f.lD"'n to h'.:.-~.r it, awl it ,ns tl1erc­
fo,e 1 v~ry gaol Provrl~n ·e to m,", th'.tt I ha.I furnifhed 
m;1fr 1 f '" it 1 a t me breed of go.it3, thc't I ~1:d no need 
to hrnt rny more about the woo !s, 01· -fh:)ot ~t t.lfm; 
an l if 1 cLl C''t~!1 r.ny mare of tht :n after this, it was 
by tr.ips :l:1 i fo 'n s, :1s I had don-:: before; fo t 11. t for 
two yi::rs ::ft::r t':is, ! belie,-:, 1 never fireJ 111,v gnn 
onrc off, thonah I nev~r w,';1t out witl:ont it; an.J, ::, 

w!1ir'.1 w::s m::m:·, ;::s I 1-_:,. I f-:···.:.l thfe i):CT:ols o.1t of tiie 
ihip I always c:1rr1 .. d them out with~ m~, or at le~a 
tvm 0f t 11cm, fr:rkin r them in my §:O:':t 1'1<.in rdt; 1 lik,;­
wif:· funifo"! l 1F) one of the great cutl:111~~ that 1 had , • . 1,. 
out of the foio, anJ made me ~ belt to r,ur H ln ~ .• w; • ~ fu 
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fo that I was now a mofi forn.1idable fellow to look at, 

when I went abroad, if you add to the former defcrip­
tion of myfelf, the particular of two pifiols, and a great 
broad fword, hanging at my fide in a belt, but without 

a frabbard. 
Things going on thus, as I have fa.id, for fome time, 

I feemed, excepting thefe cautions, to be reduced to my 
former calm fedate way of living; all thefe things tend­
ed to ihew me more and more how far my condition was 
from bting miferable, compared to fome others; nay, 
to many other particuhrs of life, which it might have 
pleafed God to have made my lot. Jt put me upon re­
flecting, how little repining there wouU be among man­
kind, at any condition ·with thofe that are worfe in 
order to be thankful, than be always comparing them 
with thofe which are better, to affifi: their murmurings 
and complainings. 

As in my pn..fent condition there were not really 
many things whish I "v;;.nted, fo indeed I thought that 
the frights I had been in about thde favage wretches, 
and t .e concern I had been in for my own prdervation, 
had Liktn off the edge of my invention for my owncon­
venim,ies, and I had dropt a goo<l ddibn, which I had 
O'l, e bent my thoughts upon ; and th·;_t was, to try if I 
coull! net make fome of my barley into m;;lt, and then 
try to :Jrew myfelf fome bter: d1is was really a whim­
fi al tl.011ght, aid l rt proved myfdf often for the fim­
piicity of :t ; for I prcfu1tly fa:.v tbere wolild be the 
w:mt of f.:verd thil,g.s necdfary to the m::!.king my beer, 
t P:->.t it y;;ot.i,l be it poffi:}le for me to fn1,ply; as, firft, 
c~lks to prefcrve it iu, whid1 w,1.s a thin,..; tlut, as I h:i.ve 
ohfcrvcci :lh-eady, I could never ,~oa1pafs; no, though 
I f rent not many days, lrnt weeks, nay months, in at­
tc,nptin~ it, but to no purpofe J n tile next place, I 
l-:.ad 1,0 l•oi)es to ;n:-ike it keep, no yeaftto m,tl~e it work, 
no roiJP T "'or kcttl.... to n.a~e it boil°; :.--d~ I yet had not all 
t'.1ef, thiags int::rvened, I mc3n t!1'.! fr i~,lt'> an<l terrors 
l ,.:.r .~s in ;1h011t the f,Wa'{es, I lnd U,h · rt.:kcn it, and 
per:np; b;ought it t'> :,2..!s tqo; for I fd :on gave any 
thing o•,;er wiL '.1out 2.~ompiiibi11g it, wh.:n I on(.c had 

it ir: my h~;1d t'nc.u:sh rn t~gin it. 
But 
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But m,· im·ertion no,v ran quite another way; for 

night and d:i.y I could think of nothing, but how I might 
deilroy fc,me of thefc monH:ers in their cruel bloody en­
tertainment; :rnd, if poffible, fan the viclim they fbould 
bring hither to deftroy. It ,vould take up a larger vo­
lume than t],is ,..,.hole war!,;: is intended t0 be, to fet 
down aG the cor,tri,·ances I hatched, or ratLer brooJed 
upon in my thoughts, for the deH:roying thefe creatures, 
or at leait frig11te11ing them, fo as to prevent their com­
ing hither any more; but all was abortive; nothing 
could be pofiibl~ to take effect, unlefs I v:as to be there 
to do it myfclf; and what could one man do among 
them, when perhaps there might be t,ver.ty or thirty of 
them together, with their darts, or their bows and ar­
rows, with ,vbch thev couid 1hoot as true to a mark as 
I could with my gun°? 

Sometimes I contrived to dig an hole under the place 
where they made their fire, and put in five or fix pounds 
of gunpcwder, \'vhich, when they kindled their fire, 
would confcqucntly take fire, and blow up all that was 
near it; but, as in the fir!l plac~ I ihould be very 10th 
to waf1:c fo much powLler upon them, my frorc being 
nmv within the quantity of a barrel; fo r either could I 
be fore of its going off at any certain time, when it n:ight 
furprize them ; and, at befr, that it wont.! do little more 
than jufl: blow the fire about their ean, and fright them, 
but not fofi.cicnt to m:1ke t,cm forfake the place; fo I 
bid it afide, :1110. t:1en propofrJ, tl:at I woi.:ld place my­
fclf in amh•.101, i:1 fomc convenient ::,bee, with m\· t\rcc 
guns all double lo:id:.'<l. and in the rn; ldlc cf :hrir ·biuodv 
~ercmony let flv at them, when I fhould b(! fore to kill 
or wound perhaps two or three at every ihoot; and then 
falling in upon t:1cm with my th:·ee pifl:o~s, aritl my 
fo,ord, I make no doubt hut that, if there ;vc:r~ twentY, 
1 fhonld kill them all: this fancy ple:1fed my thougl{~s 
for forne wet.b, an,l I was fo full of ii: th::: I often 
dreamt of it; and fometimcs., th:1.t l w~s ju~:: going to 
let fly at them in my flecp. 

I went fo far with it in my indignation, th:1t I em­
ployed my1clf fever:1l chys to find ou: proper pl~c('s to 
put my{df in arnbu[L'.aJe, as 1 .:~:cl, to \\ ,.tch frr them; 
and I went frequently to the pl.1ce 1~fo:~: which w~s 

n \v' 
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,. ... d r. . 11 1 ·1 
now g,o,vn more nmillar to ir,;:; a:, e1pec1:1.,1y w 1" e 

my min<l ,·.1as thus :filled wit:, tl:oug~ ~s of reve1~ge, a:1d 

of a bloody putting nvcnty er t.,i,·ty of them to the 

[word, ~5 1 r;;:,y call it; but the n.o·-ror I had at the 

place, and. at the ftgnals of t: e barbarous wretches clc­

'rot~r: nr· one ancthcr, ~'!.11ted lTi.Y 111 a!ic~. 
'. T ;l' . ' I . d . . . . r. l f , 1 

. 1 I 
,,, ct , at lcnvt 1 toun a p,:,c~ rn me 11-1e o L,e .11. , 

wher~· 1 w~" fotLii,2d T ,nigh fccs~-e~v wait ti1l I fa,v ::rnv 

of the 00,•,ts c,1rni11•r, and rn.ight the;1, cvcrl before tliey 

wo-..1ld b,. r.?ad\· to cvl1<:: on i1rnr..:, co•1Y::v m-.,fc:f unfe1..n 
. . ' 

int., t·,~cLets of tr-.:~~, in O .. ...'. of whi.c:1 t:1·::re w:is an 

hl,1lo··· l •rg·r> 'no'l"'11 •o co•·r ,.,: .. ,, cnt; ·r•'v. '"1:l .,:1 .... e 
l• •i """ .. ...:- ,. ._~~ L •ll;·-L~i ~.!.'!,.'-" 1,.,.1.,,,._•·) '-'t• , .. '-/' 

l mwht ut, ,-,,id. oblc.-vc d1 tn::11 oloody ~:01· ~!"·, :l"c! tJ.Ke 
'-'I 

c.:, 

rnv fu~l; ;m :.t tLcii' hcr.J,, w:1cn th~y ,.-::re (o ci.oi~· to-

g~thcr, ;,~ tl,at it v:cu]cl be next to !!D?Offible trnt 1 · 

f1 
11 .,. n . I ·1,..•1 ,. 

n•_:.u ,( m I,!, r:.i:: ull)Ot, Gl' t:::',.'C courc. r L~ w JUnuing Lhn. e 

or four of th-:.~-:c :'..t :Le iirit iLoot . 

I 'l • 1·,·1~, -,1 ·c · 1 • •. l~»I r, -:.,1 "c·3 to 1~ ·, 1 .... , •• ,
1
,·( r:-" • :11-cl 

l L. ' .I.·~ ... .. '.. ..... 1 . i - I_ t '- .I,~.. .. J '- .. ..., .. b i. I • ' J. 

, , I - 1 a I 1• • 
acco.-ttin~(1~: l p,cp::·i.__n tv:o r:'.n'. .. t·•~, ,n:u n~y on rn;~i")' 

r,,,,,,,1i•1a-_n;n,·. '.1•'!,,. •• ·o. ,,'l.,,+c- I 10'lUl,,l
1 wit11,, 1Jt"l1'" 

• • J. b t •"''- ., . .. .... 1..\~ .... ~ ........ J ... I \...- .. .. ~\, ...... ...,I.::, 

r · 1 -1 • • ,. 1' • } \ · 
or Hn~s c:tc,1, anu to1:r or twc m,.: 1cr nu ct~, abo1.1 t 

the 1>·.c of r,i.ihi r~ullet<·, ;encl. ~ c fo,,:iin!7•ptt'Cl' l lo.t·lLd 
,.- •-i • - ": h"-,1,. .l L' [,,,.... '1 -~ ~- .\.' V I .. 1'- 1: • 

,,1c.1 nt :i, , .. 1 ... ,,:~n1 o, \, .. n-1:it,,, o, ....... :L v.c 1. 1, .e , 

I alfo 10:1.ded my pi.fto1s with about fonr bull~ts each : 

and in this poilu:·e, wd1 pro,·ide<l witn ammumt~on for 

a fecond ~nd third c;Hligc, I rrepared myfdf of my ex­

petfo ion. 
After I hat~ thus la:d tLc fc\erne for mv de[,vn, a-rd . .:, 

in my imagin:1f on pt.tit in pn:c'ticc, l continually m:1.de 
mv tl·lli' C\'lTV mora:r,t:t up to the tcp of the ;,il:, whic:i 
\"~' ,r .. 011' n1\· ·c·111t1" '1 ''r C 111."A 1't ., \l•'llt tl·1•np rn;1c•' 01· 

• ._._.., 1 I • • ._, •'-, 1.,. ,.,i ..., \ ._..,...._.,.., , -..... , V 1.&. - - ~ -• ': .,I 

mmc, to i-_;e ;r· l cou·J L>bit..!Ve ;r,1y ln:1.ts ·Dpori t:~-2 fr1, 

corn~q,. nc:-,i· :.he ithnd, or 1:--in<lirg O'.'l'r t0·.•:arc:~ :t; lrnt 

1 b· ~,ti1 to ti1 e of t'.1is h~tr..l uu:y, after I hd. rqr tv,o or 
thn:e rnont:1s cc,nfb,nly kept n:: watc~t; but c. ... 1: dw'l)''> 

b, ck wi~hm!t ::ny difcon:ry, there L~vir g not in ;-.:1 ti,, t 

time b.c1, the] ·:d :i.pp('.aranc", :1ot on:y 0:1 or nc~r th; 

fl.ore, Ll:t tiOt on t::c ·;,,hole ocean, fo far as my eyes or 

glaffri; cculd rc;tc!1 enry w::y. 
As long ai; l kept up my ch;ly tcur to t11e hill to 

look out, fo long aHt) 1 kept up the 1:igou, of my de­

fig1 , a11d. nw E.,iri.b ie<.:rncJ. to be all tht: while in a foit~ 
• L 

a.bl~ 
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able frame, for fo outrageous an execution, as the ki11-
ing twenty or thirty nake<l favc1.ges for an offe;1ce, \,vhi ,·h 
l had not at all entered into a difcdfion of in my thoughts, 
any furLht.r thz,n my p'.liliom we.re .tt fafr fired by the 
horror I concdved «t the u1rn,.Hural cufi:orn of the peo­
ple of th::t rnuntrr, who, it frer:1.s, h:d bee:1 fufferc~ by 
Providence, in his wife difpoution of the world, to 
have no oth.:r guide than that of rl1eir mvn abominable 
and viti.?.ted p~flions; ~nd co11frni1er1tly were l..:ft, an<l 
perh2,ps had be.en for frrne ap:F ~, to ·act f'..1ch horrid 
things, anj TC('t ive furh drea ;fol rnil.J,ns, as nothing 
but n"ture, entL-ely abandoned of ht:aven, :ind c.P Lt~ l 
by fome helliih degener~cy, could have nm them i.1::n: 
but now, \vben, as I have fad, I began to be ·,ve:1ry of 
the fruitlefs excurfion Y1i1ich I liad ma;~~ fo fong, ~nJ 
fo far, every morniiig in vain; fo my opinion of fr,e 
..:B:ion itfeJf be6:rn to ;;lt,u·, and I be~:an v:1it~1 cooler 
and calmer thonghts to ror:fo-1...r ,-..·hat it was I was go­
ing to e.no-2.ce in; wh :t aut;1oritv or call I had, to nre-

._.. u ~ J r 

trnd to be ju 1ge and execution~r ur,on thefe men a-, 
criminals who:n he;_;_ven h3d thm.1gr.t fit for fo many 
ages to foffer, unpuni{he l to go on, arJd to be, as it 
were, the executioner-s of '1i5 _iu 1gri1cnts uron one ailo­
ther ,· alfo how far th, fe pcopk were offenders zr-,,ir·,fi ~ ,> 
me, ;:- nd \vhc;t right I h:id to eng<1ge in the qu2rrel of 
that blood which they :fhcJ promifr noufiy one upon ::no­
ther: I debated this verv ofrpn with mvfrlf thus; How 
do I know what God l1imfeJf jnJgcs in this p:irticuhr 
cafe? It is certain thefe people do not ro:-11mit this as a 
crime; it is not again:fl their own confciences rcpro,·ing, 
or their light reproaching rhem. They clo not krow it 
to be an offence, and then commit it in defiance of di­
vine jnfi:ir-e, as we do in a]mofr all the fins we conu-:1it. 
They think it no more a crime to kill a captive taken 
in war, than ,v:? do to kill an ox; nor to eat h-uman 
fiefb, than we clo to e'.lt mutton. 

\Vhen I ho.cl confi !ered this a little . i;: followed neceffa. 
rily, that I w.1sce1tainly in the v.rrongin it; tlrnt thefe 
people were not murdertrs in the fenfe that I had be­
fore condemned tl1em in my thoughts, any more than 
thofe Chrifl:ians were murderers, who often put to 
death th'.: prifoners taken in battle, or more frequently, 

upon 

r, 

.. ,, ' 

.r 
'), 
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upon many occaiions, put whole troops of men to the 

fo·ord, ,vithout giving quarter, though they threw 

down their arms and fubmitted. 
In the next place, it occurred to me, that albeit the 

ufage they g~ve one another v;as thus brutifh and in­

human, yet it was really nothing to me: thefe people 

h d ] ' ' 1 •r I .J 
a Ctone me no ,n_;ury : ~7.at 1:r triey attempteu me, or 

I faw it ner:dfary for my immediate prcferv:tion to fail 
upon them, fo,:1etUng might be faid for it; but that 

I v:as yet out of ~heir po·,•:er, and they h~.d really r:o 
knmvlrc.we of me-, ar:d confrc:u~ntly no cie:Gzn tmon me; 

b ~ • - & 

?.nd then:fo:e it could not be juft for me to fall upon 

them : that this would juftify the conduct of the Spa­

niards, in all their barbarities pr:::..B:ifed in America, 

wl:ere they dcil.:rcyed millions of thefe people, who, 

however t:1ey were i.iohters and barbarians, and had 

fcveral Hooey 2nd barb1rnus rites in their cufioms, fuch 

as frcri:ifirrg h;_!:nan bodies to their idols, were yet, as 

to the Sp1niard:~, very i;rn,: C("nt people ; and that the 

root;ng them cut of the rountry is fpoken of with the 

utmoft abhorre,Ke and dete{htion, even by the Spani­

ard& themfelves, at this time, and hy all other Chriftian 

E::.tions of Europe, as a mere but hery, a bloody and 

unm.tural pie~e of cruelty~ T~1,1/1CT:ifiablecirher to Go<l or 
man; an(l fu:·h, as fonvhit:, the very m-mc of a Spani­

ard is r.;d~cint.i to b1.- L · ghtfo 1 <1 nd ten-ible to all people 

f 1 . r ··"1 ·.n· r 'f h k' o 1uma111ty or ot 1...,;,1n .c1:-m rompafoon : as 1 t e. rng-
dom of Sp:i.in ',•:ere p2.rti ;ul..i-ly L:n:r,<>nt fort' e product 

of a race of men, who v·ere ,ritl1ont prim ipLs of ten­

dernefs, or the rnmt:-;oa l.o\Lls of pity to the mifcr;:ible, 

which is re~koncd IO be a m~rk of a generous t'-mper 
in tl1e mind. 

TbcL co,:f!Jcni.tions really put me to a p:n1fe . and to 

a kin<l rf::: full flop; an<l 1 k·gan by little and little to 

be off of my ddig11, and to conclude I had taken wron9" 

rneafure i,1 mv n.folntions to atta( k the favaocs ,· that 
, 0 

it was not my bufincfs to med<lie ,vith them, unkfa they 

firft attack me, and this it was my bufi;:iefs, if poffihle, 

t 1J prevent; but that, if I were difLovered and attacked, 
then I knev;• my duty. 

On the othe;. hanc!, I ar:;ned ,vith myfrlf, that this 

real!}'.' was the way not to deliver myfeif, but entirely 

to rum an-1 ddtroy myfelf ; for uulefs 1 was fore to kill 
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eYerv one th.1.t not o:,h· f}ould be on fhore ;;.t that time, 
but that J110uld ever come on thore afterwarJs, if but one 
of them efcapc; w t, :1 th.,ir country-people what had 
J app<-11el, the'.'' \\·0.1:l come over ::i.gain by thonfands to 
:rcve,;c L

1
1e dcJt;, o: ~:1e~j fr1!ow:,; anC:. I fhould onlv 

hring upon rnyi~Jf :: ce1 t.~:n defrrnd:ion, wr.ich at prcfe1{t 
l bad no m;:nner < ( occ:,Jion for. 

Upon the whole, 1 co11(:bded, thatnri.thcr i:1 princ:f11cs 
1:or in policv, 1 OU(Tht one \'/:!.\' or Ol11er to concern mvlelf 
i1

1 chi:, aff':ii(: tLar'~~1y bufincis was, by all po!l!b!c rri:~ans 
to c~nccai myft::i from t'1cm, and not to le,1vr t11e Ieafl: 
fi!?.:1ai t\) r·1c111 to rrud:., bv, that th~Tc were an\· F·.ino-(,._J '-"" • • 0 creature, r. ;,on th~ i1hnd; f mca•1 of hurna!l :hapc. 

Rclig-ior .. j0ined in with tLi, prudcnti:d, 211~11 w:i.<; c0•1-
\'~:.ccd no,v m:rny ways, thr.t l wa <; pcrfoflly ont ot my 
duty) w!1cn I \\:ls la~·in6 ail my biol'(', frheme for ,he 
c,efhn[l:ion of iirnocu1t creatures, J Jlie,m innc-::cp• 1, to 
rr.r; ;;s to the criP.1c:; they were P-ni~tv of tow.1,·J, cne • 0 • arcthcr-, f had noti1ing- to do with then; tl.<'y w.:re na-
tio,1al pun:1:imc11ts to m.tke a init n.trih,1tion for natio11d 
cH'~ncc.,; :t:1d to lirir g pt~bEc· judgmentr, upon th>f: '"·ho 
drend in a public ma.nner, by fuch Wi!}'S a.s bcil: pleafo 
God. 

This appe::i.rcd fo clear to me nO\v, tl:at nothing \".'aS a 
2'rrater fatisfatl:ion to me, rnan that I had not been fof .. 
f~red to do a thin!! which I now faw fo much reafon .::, 

to belie~·e woul<l ha re b(;cn no lcfs a fin, than th?.t cf 
wilful murd,'r, if 1 had committed it : and I g:i.ve moil: 
humble tL:u1b on mv knees to God, th:1t had thu~ Je­
li-n:.rcd me from b!;od-gui 1tint>L; bc.:feeching him to 
gr.:nt me d.e p:·ot,:C~ioi' of his pro\·i<lcnce, th:.t l mig:it 
not fa;] into the i.anJ, of barb:HiJns; or that l mi~ht 
not lay :~:y h~nd~ upo11 them, un!::fo I haJ a me1e clear 
c:1!1 frum hc .. vcn to .lo i,, i11 •Lf..:ncc ofnw mvn Jifc. 

,,. 1r. ~hi, <lifpofition l continu, cl fo1· n, ~:r :! ~•c:.ir after 
dis; :-li'd f.i far .•::1, I from de. 'iri:1g- an occafinn for h!i­
ing ur on t! tfe wr,.;~chc~, that i!1 ;ll tli:it time I ne,·cr 
once \· . .1e11t t.p the h;ll to fee h'Oethcr tl:cre v.1c:·c a;-:v (){ 
them in f.gh·t, or t0 knew; v. hether anv of them bd bcu1 
on fhon: there, or not; t;1at I might ·riot b(; tcmptd to 
renew any cf my contriva!:CC~ ag;!inll them, or be p.·o­
voke<l by ?.ny ad,·:rntaoe which might prefrnt itfrlf, to 

• 

0 
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fall upon them ; only this I did, I went and removed 
ill\' boat, which 1 had on the other fide of the iiland, and 
c{rried it down to the eaft end of the whole ifland, where 
I ran it into a little cove which I found under fame high 
rocks, and where I knew, by reafon of the currents, the 
favagcs durft not, at lcaft would not, come with their 
b 1 ,-oats, upon any a~count wi1at1oever. 

With my boat I cc1rried away every thing that I had 
left there belonging to her, tho' not neceB.~ry for the bare 
going thither ; viz. a mail: anci fail, which I had made 
for her, and a thing like an anchor, but indeed, which 
could not be called either anchor or grappling; however, 
it was the beft I could make of its kind. All thefe I re­
mo,,cd, that there might not be the leaft iliadow of any 
di[:overy, or any appearance of any boat, or of any 
habitation upon the ifiand. 

Beiides this, I kept myfelf, as I faid, more retired than 
ever, and feldom went from my cell, other than upon 
my conftant employment, ,,iz. to milk my fhe-goats, 
and manage my little flock in the wood; which, as it 
was quite on the other part of the ifiand, was quite out 
of danger : for certain it is, that thefe favage people, 
who fometi.mes haunted this iHand, never came with any ' 
thoughts of finding any thing here, and confequently ne­
ver wandered off from the coaH:; and I douot not, but 
they might h:we been fcvera! times on il1ore, after my 
arprehenfions of them had made me cautious, as well 
:--s before ; and indeed, I looked back with fome horror 
uron tne thoughts of what my co,1dition would have 
be(·:1, if I had choppei:.~ upon rhem, and been difcovered 
lr:::forc that, \Vhcn naked and unarmed, except with one 
gu?1, and that loa,fod often only with f:nall fuot. I 
w:Jked every where, reeping :rnr-l peering about the 
ii1 .nd, to fee what I could get : what a furprize fhould 
I have been in, if, w\cn I difcovcrcd the print of a man's 
foot, I had inflead of tl1at fr:cn fifteen or twe!1ty favages, 
z.nd. fou:,:d them purfoing me, and, by the fwiftnefs of 
their running-, no po{Ebility of my efcaping them t 

The tli.oughts of thi'> fometimes funk my very foul 
w1U'tln me, and di!hefi(:d mr mind [o muc¾, that I could 
not foon reco-er it; to t!1i;k \Vhat l ihould have done, 
and how I not only il10uld not have been able to rdiil 

them, 
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them, but even fuould not have had prefence of mind 
enough to do v;hat I might have done; muchlefs, what 
now after fo much confideration and preparation I might 
be able to do. Indeed, after ferious thinking of thefe 
things, I would be very melancholy, and fometimes it 
would laft a great while; but I refolved it at b.ft all into 
thankfolnefs to that Providence which had delivered me 
from fo many unfeen dangers. and had kept me from 
thofe mifchiefs, ·which I could no way hc.ve been the 
a Jent in delivering myfelf from; becaufe I had not the 
Jeafi notion of any fuch thing depending, or the leafi: 
fuppofition of its being po:ffibie. 

This renewed contemplatio'1, which often had come 
to my thoughts in former time, ,vhen firfi: I began 
to fee the merciful dif pofoions of heaven, in the dan­
gers we run through in this life; how ,YonderfolJy we 
are delivered when we know nothing 0f it: hmv when 
we are in a quandary ( as we call it) a doubt or hefita­
tion, whether to go tl1 is w<1.y, or that \vay, a fecret 
hint fh.all direct us this '""'Y, 'Nhen we i1"tended to go 
another w2y; nay, when fenfe, our own in".lination, and 
perhaps bufinefs, has calle<l to go the other way, yet a 
fi:range impreilion upon the mind, from we know not 
what fpring, and by we know not what power, fhall 
over rule us to r-o this way; and it :{h:-.. 11 fterwards 
appear, that had ~ve gone that way which we would have 
gone, and even to our imagination ought to have gone, 
we fh.ould have been ruined and loft; upon thefe, and 
many like reflections, I afterwards made it a certain 
rule with me, th:-,t whent>ver I found thofe fecret hints, 
or preilin~s of my mind, to doing or not doing any 
thing that prefentd, or to going this way or that way, 
I never failed to obey the fo,·ret dicbte; tho' I -new no 
other reafon for it, than th::i.t foch a preifore, or fuc:h an 
hint, hu11g upon my min-1: I rn11kl give many exam­
ples of tht. fuccefs of this conriucc in the courfe of my 
life; but more efpecially in the latter pcrt of my inha­
bitinr- this unh~r>oy ifland ,· bdidcs rt ~mv ocr:afions 

V ..l .1 ., 

whi,·h it is very likdy I might have t 1kt-n noti e of, if 
I ]1:1.d feen ,.vith the fame eyts then, th t I f n:v with now: 
Bnt 'tis never too 1~,te to oe wife; and l cannot but ad­
vife ali conli...:cring men, vvhofo !ives are attended with 

fuch 
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fuch extraordinary incidents as mine, or even though 
not fo extraordinary, not to flight fuch fecret intima­
tions of Providence let them come from what invifible 
intelligence they will ; that I {hall not difcu[s, and per­
haps cannot account for; but certainly they are a proof 
of the conver!e of f pirits, and the iecret communica­
tion between thofe embodied, and thofe unembodied ; 
aµd fuch a proof as can never be withfiood: of which I 
fhall have occafion to give fome very remarkable in­
fiances, in the remainder of my folitary refidence in 
this difmal place. 

I believe the reader of this will not think it firange, if 
I confefs that thefe anxieties, thefe confiant dangers I 
lived in, and the c01rern that \Vets now upon me, put 
an end to all invention, and to all the contrivances 
that I had lad for my future accommodations and con­
veniences. I had the care of my fafety more now 
upon my hands, than th,it of my food. I cared not 
to drive a nail, or chop a fiick of wood now, for fear 
the noife I fhould make :fhould be heard; much lef s 
would I £.re a gun, for the fame reafon ; and above 
all, I was very uneafy at making any fire, left the 
frnoke, •,;rhich is vifible at a great difi:ance in the day, 
fhould betray me; and for this re0fon I removed that 
part of my bufinefs, whiL-h required fre, fuch as burn­
ing of pots 2,nd pipes, &r. into my new apartment in 
the wood ; where, after J h1d been fome time, I found, 
to my unfpeakable cor:folation, a mere natural cave 
in the earth, which •,;,cnt in a vafi way, :~nd where, I 
dare fay, ro favage, had he been ::tt the mouth of it, 
vwnl<l be fo bardy as to ,·enture in, nor indeed ·would 
any man elfe, but one who, like me, wanted nothing 
fo much as a fafe rci:reat. 

The mouth of this hollow w1s at the bottom of a 
great rock, where, by mere accident ( I would fay, if 
I di<l not fee an abt,ndant re3.fon to afcribe all fuch 
th~ngs nmv to Providenc~) I w::,s cutting down fome 
th1 k branr:hes of trees to mc:kc clnrcoal ; ancl c• fore 
I r,oon, I mu:fl: obferve the reafor~ of my makino this 
1• l . ~ c 1au:oal, w 1 ch w.::.s th :is : 
. I ,vas af~·~id of making a fnvJke about ID) ha'Jita­

t1:n, •.a~ I ~~ •. 1d bdcre; all'l yet _i rn~,u noc live there 
wnhuut ba.ung my u~·ead, C8ok:r.g my meat, t c. fo I 

contrived 
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contri,:ed to b1,rn fame wood here, as I had feen do:1e in 
England U!1dcr turf, till it beca:ne ci,ark, or ci1 .. -1 co3.l; 
and then putting the fire out, I prefcrved the· coal to 
c:1rry home, and perform the other fervices, v,hich fire 
was wanting for at home, without danger or fmoke. 

But this by the bye : while I \Vas cutting clown fome 
\'VOod here, I perceived that behind a very thick br.inch 
of low bruili-wood, or underwood, there was a kin<l 
of ho1low place: I was curious to look irito 1t, and get­
ting with difliculty into the mouth of it, I found it was 
pretty large, that is to fay, fufficient for me to ftand up­
right in it, and perhaps another with me ; but I mufr con­
fefs to ,·ou, I made more hafte out th;m I did in ; v,h, n 

looking further into the place, which was perfca!y dark, 
I faw two broad ihining eyes of fome creature, whether 
devil or man, I knew not, ,.,hich nvinlded like two fbr~, 
the dim light from the c;n·e·s moutn fr.ining <lire&'.y in, 

and makirg the reflection. 
Howe\·cr, :-tftcr fome p;:ufe, I recovered myfdf, and 

began to call myfclf a thoufand foo}s, -anJ teil myfrH: 
that he th:u was afraid to fee the devil, was not fit to 

live twentv ,;c.ars in an ifb.nd all alone, anJ. that I duril: 
to beiieve, tliere was nothing in fr11s cave that was more 

frightful than myfdf: upon this, pli.::ck:ng up my cou­
rage, I took up a brge firebrand, arid ir. I ru:bcd aga:n, 
with the .!lick flaming in my b.ncl : I l1ad not gone 
three f1:eps jn, but I \Vas aimoft as much frip-h~cl! 1:d as 
I was before; for I heard a \ erv loud f gh, fke tb.t of 
a man in fome pain; ar.d it was foi~O\\·~d by a broken 

. noifc, as if of w01ds half exprcflcJ, and then a <lrep 
figh again: I fi::.rpcd back:, 2.nd ,.;as inde~d fh-uck: , •it;1 
foch a forprize, th,,t it r ..1t me into a cold fwc:.i.t; 
and if I had had an Int on mv heaJ, l v:iil not an!\ver for 
it, that m~• Lair might not h:n-e lifted it off. But fl:iil 
plucking up my fpirits as wdl as I could, ar:d e:1con­
rao-ino- nr,rf_lf a ::ttl(-', with confa1crin(r that the powtr 

l_-, b ~ ..._, ~ 

and rrefencc of God was every-where, and was able to 

protect me ; upon this I ficpped forward ag'.l.ir, and by 
the li,ght of the firebr:md, holding it up a little c,·er 
rny head, I faw lying on the ground a moft monfl:rous 
frightful old he-g )at, juft mak · ng his will, as we fay, 
gafping for lif~, a.:id dying in1.kcd of a mere old age. 

I 

r: . 

j,, 
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I {Erred him a little to iee if I could get him out, anci 
he a!faye .. l to get up, but was not able ~o raife himfe]f; 
and l thought with myfdf, he might e'en lie there; for 
if he had frightened me fo, he would certainly fright any 
of the favages, if any of them ihould be fo hardy as to 
come in there, \l, hile he had any iife in him. 

I was now recovered from my forprife, and began to 
look round me, when I found the cave v.ras but very 
L11all..i. that is to fay, it might be 2bout twelve feet over, 
but in no manner of {hape, either round or fquare, no 
hands having ever been employed in making it but thofe 
of r:1ere mture : 1 o"bfc.rved alfo, that there was a place 
at the fa ·ther file of it that went in farther, but fo low, 
t~,.t it required me to creep upon my hands and knees to 
ge. into ir, ar,J \;;hither it went, I knew not; fo having 
no candle, I gave it over for fome time, but refolved to 
ccme again the next day, provided. with candles and a 
t1nder-box, which I had made of the lock of one of the 
;11ufr:~H:ts, "ith fome v;ild fire in the pan. 

A,·cordingly, tbe next day, I came pro\ ided with fix 
, rge candles of my own m,J.:ing, for I made very good 

,:.ndles TIO\V of goat's t2.llow; 2nd, goir1g into this low 
plc1-::e, I ,yas obliged to crtep upon ail fo m,, is I ha, e 
faid, dmoH ten yan,s; which, Ly tte way, I thought' 
was a ,:enture bold rnouE_h, co1,f1dcrir.g that I knew 1,ot 

how far it mi!rllt g-o) or "l c1t ,vas be-)·ond it: \Vhen I 
(..) ') 

was got thro' the fr ·cif :it, 1 fo,iad the roof rofe higLe1· 
11p, I ':A:liLve near n,tnty fett; irn t nCi•c."r was fuc-h a 
glorious fight ft·cn in tlie iDand , ] dare fay, 2s it,, a , to 
loC'k round the fidcs ,rd rcof of this vault or cave: 
T:be v·alls reiicckd 2..n hu::1dred. thollfand. lights to n ,e 
Lom my two c3.n•1!e·, ; what itv,2s in the rock, whether 
ct i?.monds, or any ,.. ~ .. er prt:cious f:onc ", or gold, which 
I , ;: ther fuppoitd it to be, l knev,• 1:ot 

The pla,..e I v,:a,; i.1 ,•:,.:, c! mof! de1ia!1tfol cavitv, or 
grotto, of its kind, a-; cculd b t: expelte<l, tholwl; per­
ft[tly cbrk ; the floor ·.•::-.s c~ry 2.11d lc-;d and had a fort 
~f fmdl Ioofe gravd l!pon it; fo that thue was no nau­
feous creature to b"" f•-···1 • 1 ,.:~1t1 r. ,· ,,.,.,-: ;-J•1e··e -, r ,J..,n·p .._. ..... '- 1 J .._ \. .-. .-,, U J ._ L <tJ.J] t....:,(..._ A.J 

?r wet on the udes of tl:c rec~: Tbe only c::fEcuity in 
lt ,~as tl.1e entra_nce, 

1

wlw h, hnv:e"<:T, as it \\aS a f,lace 
,,,. uf 1e.cunty, anct fuc,1 a 1etrea.t :is I \va.nted, I thougl t 

V oL. i. II m~.t 
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that ,,;:as a convenien ce ; fo that I was re'.ll!v n ;oiced at 
the di(co\·c,y, :md ;·,-::fo!ved, without any dc::l.1y, • to bri11g 
fome of thofo thi:igs which I ,,·a.: n'ofc <inXiJ :., :lbout, to 
this place; particu:arly, I refoh ed ~o bring hither my 
magazine of powder, and ail my ip:-:.r.: a:-m , viz. two 
fowling-pieces (for I had t:.ree in all) ar<l three muf­
quets (fo:- off em I h:1d eigllt in dl;) fo I kl'rt ::t my 
caitlc only five, which Hood ready mounted, li!,,_c pi ct~s 
of cannon, on mv outrnoft fence; and were rca1.:v a:io,to 
take out upon a;1~, txpedition . · 

Upon thi., occafon of removing my ;•rnn'!Unition, I 
v,•;is obliged to open t\e barrel of powder which I toe~ 
np out of the 1ea, and which had bicn we:: ; and I i0m~d, 
that the ,va ·er had penetrated about tllrc..: o: four ire t:'> 
into the powd~r on every f:dc, w!lich, cak;ng :1nd ~row­
ing hard, had preft.:1 n .. d the in fide li;,_:c a k~rnel in a ~11e!l ; 
fo thu I had near f.xty pounds of , cry good po,v 1er i!1 
tl-e cr>ntre of the c:-.fk ; ar.d rhis was an ~ .. grl.!~ab!e di[, O­
very tu rac at that time; fo I c, 1-ri-:.d a1( aw'.ly thitLer, 
nen .. r keeping above two or thr~e pou:1ds of powdtr 
\,ith me in my cafdc, for fear of a fu:prifo of any kir.d. 
I a1fo carried thither all the lead l had left for bullets. 

I fancied mvtelf now like one of the antient giants, ✓ ~ whic~1 were faid to lh·e in caves a:1d hoks in th~ rocl.•; . 
\\ hc-,·e !10!1' could c0, 11;; at thenl ; fc.r l p.:::·fu.1deJ n;yfc..:f 
,vhil~ I w, s hue, if fin~ hur c!rc 1 frn ages we;-e to htmt 
me, :hey cc,dd ncn:r find me om; or if .:hey did, they 
\'i' ,nld n-,t ,·~ .. :nre t.u ~tta .:+ •nc ik:c. 

The oiJ gc,at_. ,,.J:i:h I foun,l expiring, died i.i:1 :ne 
mouth of the c?n, t 1

1t: next d .• v ... fr~r I maJc tLi 1:fco­
very ; and I founll it much f.!iier to dig a great I'.L'l..! 
there, anJ. th :·ow h11.1 in, ~rnJ cuv 'r him \\ ith earth, t: .. m 
to dn:g hi:n o~ t: Su I illteire.i i.im tl,:::rc, tu prevent of­
f~:nC"e to PW 1 ofa. 

• . ' • l r r. 1 • 1 • I wa. now 1111.1y t.w .. ·• ty-t1'1! .. y · r Ci r·.mence rn tr..~ 
iJ1and, and\\~ fo n'"tur:.i:'.7Cu to the pl,ll:e, and to the. :n •n­
ncr of living, t!iJ'.. cm:ld I han· iY,t cn_iL yC"<l t' e c'rt. ·n• ·, 
that no fa, .1ge., wo,1iJ c0mc ::..> lhe rl:1_:t,• to. d: ,u~b , ... ,_,, l 
c:·ult.l !-:an: betn contc1 t to 1':n·c c.tp:td,1..:cd 101 f;.,,1 1 ';. 
t;1e rcll of 1l"ly time t!i::-: • c,rnn to Le la:t m 1r·'rn'". -~ 11 
J.a ! biJ n-, • <l1.. v. n a.1<ldid, liiL t'l~ u!d r;o_ .. , iP t·1~ ·we: 
1 i!a: ,.:fo..:r.i , ..... tofomc Ii tl..:dfr::-!·fica., anda1.,1.1iem~- :ts, 

whi~h 
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whi:h made the tin~ paL more pieafomly with rre a great' 
<l~:-,l ;_h~in ie did before ; a~, fo-1, I had taught my pol, ;-,s 
I notel':. before, to (peak; and he did it fo famib.rly, :.nd 
talkeLl fo articulatdy and J?iain, that it w:t::i very pl~;ifant 
to 1:1 c; and he liYed \Vith me r.o lefs tha·1 fix and twenty 
yc:1rs : Hmv long he might live 2,fter1vard~, I knew not; 
tho' I knmv they ha·,e a no::iJn in the Brafiis, that thev 
live an hundred· ye;-u-s; pcrhap forne of rny pols may b'~ 
a'ivc there {1::ll, c1.1ljn~ ·1fi.er Poo:· Robin Crufoe to this 

0 

day ; I wifh no En<.6ifhman the ill 1u'.:k ::o come there and 
hc~tr them; but if f{e did, he wc,ulJ certainly bc:lieve i.t 
\.':ts the u.evil. 1\-Iy c1.og was a very ple:;_fant and loving 
co~r.p:·:iion to me for no lefs th::m f:~tecn years of my 
time, ::1.nd t!1en cie2. of 11'crc old age ; as for my ca·,~, 
ti:ey multiplied, as I h,~vc obfcrvcd, to tl1at d.egree, that I 
w.1s oLlig-ed to fhoot feYet::i.l of t:1em at fo·H:, to keep them 
from L:evouring me, 2.nd all I had; but at iength, ,vhe11 
t.ne tv.10 olJ. ones 1 brought with rn.e w~1·e gone, and af­
tu· fomc time contirn..12.Hv chrvi~·r-- themfromme, and let-. .::, 

ti:ig tl.em have no p:·o. i:ion with m~, they all ran wild 
i.tto he \Voods, except two or thr-'.!e t~1:-:ouritc~, wbich I 
h.t pt tc'..mc, awl whofo y.iung ,\hen ~l1ey had n,1y, I 
a:\\~l ., 2row'1ed, ar.(: the(e •:.,~·,·e p1.rt of mv fa1nilv: .Bc­
fidcs· thrL·, l a!'.vay: I~ ·p. t\Y0 c; thr-.c h·01:il1oniJ ki<l:: 
,.bt .1t me, whi,J1 I tauv 1: to L-~d on:: of rnv ha1~J ,· ai!d I ... , 

] ~· .l a!fo more ;_)::'..'Tote,, \ ,]iic\ tall-~'-'J oi·cttv \.'d], and. 
l. , 

, l • • 11 T) 1 . ' • • l: 1·' - l wou1 t a,l ca 1--.0..1,'1 \....ru o..-:, '11!:: 1::)ae 1.-.:c rn.y hr,·: nor, 
in .. h.d, diJ r t:i.ki:. •hep 1·n w:rr.. :117 of them th;i.t l had 
don' with him: I ta-.1 2.1fo L'.·e•·;J t:i.m..: fe.1 fowls, whofe 
n~1rnrr, 1 kr.ow ru., wlii·_·~ I c-:\lght upon trc !hori..!, and 
cut tneir wi!lgs; and t11c ht1e 1r.,1~cs, which I lnd plant­
ed b ·fen: 1:w c t\le w~•ll, :l,:·1,:i- PO.V p-rown u1) to a gool 

~ "' .... ) 0 

t.Li.c'.c gtw: ', t!1efe fowis ::'..1 1 lived among thefo low tree~, 
a11d bred tl\e'"e, wi,ich \.'1:-i ven: :1.?Jt:L·;..ble to me ; fo • .:J 

t'!l:it, as I ftid abov...!, I k2; 1:1 to be ·,rery well contcnt~J 
v/th the lie-._, I led, if it ra:ght but h.1'.'e be~\1 fccu.red 
frc m the tlrc.td of {wa;-e3. 

But it was oth1 rwite dir,'<.qc 1 ; a·1l it m-ight not be 
amifs for ~u people w:.o fha'l 1w·ct with rny H:ory, to 
m:ikc t:.is j 11t1 0bf~rvatio!1 f:om i~; viz. How fr~auemlv 
in the Cl,urit of our lives, tLe evil, whch i~ i.deif 
we fee'.- mo.ft to flrnn, anJ w:11•..:h, w~1en we are fulh.·n 

H z into, 
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into, is the rr.ofi: dreadful to ll", is oftentimes t' e very 
'ineans or door of our deliverance, by ~hich alone we 
ran be raifed again from the affiiction we are fallen into: 
I (ould giYe m~ny exsmples of this in the courfe of my 
unaccountable life; but in nothing was it more particu­
larly remrrkable, than in the cir, urnfi::inccs 'Of rny lafi. 

years of folitary refi<lence in this ii1and 
It was now the month of December, as I faicl above, 

in my twenty-third year; and this being the frrnthern 
folfi:ice, for wint<'r I cannot call it, was the partirnlar 

time of my harvefi., and required my being prttty mmh 
abroad in the fields; when going out pretty early in the 
morning eYen before it was thorough day-Jighr, I w2.s 
furprifed with feeing a light of fome fire upon the {bore, 
at a difi:~nce from me of about two miles, to\, ards the 
end of the iihnd, where I had obfrrved fome favagts 

l1ad been, as before ; b11t not on the other fide; but, to 
my great affliction, it was on my fide of the ifland. 

l w:1s indeed terribly furprifed at the fig lit, ahd £topped 
fl10rt ·within my grove, not d?ring to go cut 1tft I might 
·be furprifed ; and yet l had no more p~are within, from 
the ?.pprehenfions l had, that if thefe favages, in rarn­
bling over the ifland, {hould fr1d my corn fhmding, er 
•cut, ,r any of my works and · mp1 overnents, they\\ 011ld 

immed t'dtdy conc1 ude, that there were people in the 
place, and would then nPver give ovtr till tht y found 
n,e ot,t: In this e:xtremity I Kent back direl1:Jy ro my 
caitle, pulled ui:, the ladc,ler after me, having r.-2de all 
things without look as ,vild c1ud natural as Ico1.1ld. 

Then I prqnred rnyfelf within, putting myft.'f in a 
po11ure of defence; I loaded all my cannon, as I, allui · 
thtm, that is to fay, my muiqrn:ts, which were mounted 
llJ on n y ne,v fortification, and all my pifiols, and :-e­
folve<l to defend myfdf to the 1-:11 g:ifp; not forgettiug 
fcrioufiy to recommend myfclf to the-diYine p10tdt;on, 
and earneHl~· to pray to Cod to ,:eliver me out of the 
hand-, of the barbari;i11~; a?,d in ll1 is poflurc I CO'> 

tim:cd about two l~our~:. bm be :·211 to h_, rp:vhtr im•)atient 
for intelligence abroad, for I li.Hi no f pic:i°to 'frml out. 

1\ftc:- fating ,! while k,ng:?r, ;..nd rnufillg what I 
:1.01Jl.rl do int 1:., cate, l w .... ., not a.b.c: ::o DL' r iit..i:w ia 

,:-, 

16norame 

, 
't 

'' 

0, 
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1,r:;non,n::e longer; fo frtting up my bdder to the fi:le of 
the hill, y,} ere there was a tlat pbce, as I obferved be­
fore, and then pulling the iad<ler up after me, l fet it up 
ag.1in, and mounted to the top of the hill; and pulling 
0~1t my perf?elt:ive-gb.L, whi ·h I had taken on purpo{e, 
I hd ;ne ~m?n fbt on my belly on the ground, anJ be­
gan to lonk for ,he p±ace: I p.refently found there were 
no hf', than nine n:ikcd fay~,ges fitting round a fmall fire 
t]H. y ! ad m;de ; not to warm thun, for they had no need 
of that, the \"~nther being e}..treme hot; but, as I fup­
pofrd, to dref; fome of their bRrbarous diet of human 
fa·fb, which they had brought with them, whether alive 
or dead I rn .. il<l not know. 

Th:y had tH•orano:s with them, which they had hal­
e-J up upon. ti1e fuore; and as it was then tide of ebb, 
fiey· feL~1 -;:d to me to ,1:2.it the return of the flood to go 
a-.., ay again. It is not eafy to imagine what confufi.ou 
t:1is fi rht pnt me into, rfoerially fceino- them come on 

() .I, - 0 

rn y fide the ifland, and fo near me too ; but when I ob-
f"rved their coming mufi b~ always with the rurr2nt of 
the ebb, I began af tenvards to be more fedate in my 
mind, being Ltisfied th:::t I mi~ht go abroc1d v:ith fafety, 
all the time of tide of flood, 1f they were not on iliore 
before; and havincr made this ohfervation I went abroad 
about my harveft ~-ork \.Vith the more compofure. 

As I expected, fo it proved ; for as foon as the tide 
made to the wefiwc1rJ, I faw them all take bo;it, and row 
( or paddle, as we rall it) all away : I ihould have ob~ 
frrved, that for an ho1ff and mo're before they went oif, 
they went to danci11g, and I could eafily dih::rn their 
pofiuresandgefiures by my glafies: 1 could not p~rccive, 
by my nicefi: obfec,ation, but that they were fl:2.rk-mkcd, 
~n l had not the le::ift ro•·cring upon the::n; _but whether 
thcY were men or ,rnr.i._n, that I could not difiincrui{h. 

As foon as I faw them fr:ipped and gone, I t~ok t,1,0 
gnns upo,1 my -C.10nlders, and two p fiol at my ~irdle, 
an<l my great f·worJ hy my fide, without a fcabbc.rd; 
and •;:ith all t!-)e f peed I v::1s able ro rr.:-kc, I wer.t 2.v.-;::v to 

the hill, where I had difcovercd the fir!1: appcarar.ce o(all. 
As foon as I got thither, which was not lt:fs tlnn t,rn r-.ours 
(fo1· I could not go apace, being fo loaded v.-ith arr.:1s as­
I was) I perceived there h:i.d been three car:ocs mor·e of 

H 3 favaz,s 
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favages on that i::-.c2; ::rnd look;7g out further, I faw 
they were ail at fo:l tc;cthcr, ;n::'.-::.ing over for the main. 

n~l • C: \X~,, c ,.. ,l 1" 'aQ, ,- l 1 f" l t t (, • •1 • • -'- 111- ,, •. , .t ,. ::. 1u .!g,! o n:e, e,~ec1a1 v ,_,.hen rr01nr-
J -· "'"h .. h ... T ,... ~ 1 , r.,, _1 i t .", t_) • .P cc,'.·, n to , e L,c, e, .l. LO:J :..1 ,Le t,1c r.r:ir.c-; ot r.ori-or wh1ch 

1 ½.e difrnal work they bd be ·n d)c ut ~.:-:d \.ft bchin,! it, 
-·' tll :,lccrl •'h("I h:1rc" "n f ..... ,,tl'4f- ft' 0 ,-: - l ·~ ,'7. ,e_ .• ,l., l,,., Lk.1 ::,, .. L.. 1 ••• c_ .. c ·•~ .. 1 ct1,1.i1nan 
.... .]· ,, e;t ... ~n ar, 1 -~c· ----u··o l ~., t'-- r,. ~ ~--.t h . 1 
lJOt'.lCv, ""'-..: - ,l, L. "-' 1, ... s,y .,,(•H WI, C .t'S, \Vltjl E~er~ 

rimcnt and {port. T v::.- s fo ii.llcd with ir.c.1:gnatic, 1 at tl:c 
r l-- t' t 1· l • . • ' 1 l -• . f . 1:g11!:, 11« Dega:1 r..ow LO prcr,1em 1.t-.: tne uc,tru.:uo 1 o t.lc 

next that I fa\7✓ ti1ere, kt thrm he \\-'110 or hov,; m:i.ny foevcr. 
It feerned e,·i~le1"l~ to me, t:,:-tt t:l-2 ,·ifits ·,vh:ch th"v 

th,1s m3.d~ to this i11and~ were not Yen; frcouc:.t • t~•r ft 
- .I ·' 

v,·as above .fiftec"1 month':i before :m'; more of t1·c~:1 c.1ne 
.fi 1 • l • j" • f • on ,n-0;-e tnc-re ag-am; ~,lat 1s to ay, _ PCH'r 1:1.w t;1Lr'l, or 

C, (l (' ' f i . 11 . . • 
ai1y .oot,ter,s or ngn:us o t:1e111, 111 a ti1a: tn,1e; Lr as 
io tl1e rainy feafons, then they ::r~ fr.re not t0 con!'.:! 

, 1 , '1. r, • ·1 , . , ., - 1· d anroa<.:, at 1ea,L no:. .o ;,tr~ yet al. ~,nq w1111c 1 n c un-
comfortably, by rc:ifrm of the co11ibnt apprehcnfions I 
v:2.s in o:-" thefr com:ng nron rr.e by forprifc; from whence 
.I obfer.-c, d:.:!.t :he expe&uion of evi I is more bitterthan 

l'. ~ • ,. . 1' . [" ' . 11 L • ~he ,;it:enn;, cpcc1.:. y ii tnere J.S no room to :na~c oft 
t ' r.~ p, .• ..,,,:;.c,•on nr tl---c_rf' 0 np--,"hrn•~101·s 

0 • • ,. ~"I'~"''' cl ~'• , JI_ ''i . J • •L .J l • 

.During al1 this time, I w.1.s in the murdl!ring humour; 
a---i.J took r,p rno1 of my \ours, v:hicii fhodd hav-: been 
b~~!:rr cmr,1ovcJ, in contriving how to circumvc'1t and 
fa~l upon ~~b~m tl1c \ ny nc~t_t~mc I ihould foe them; 
c.:pecially :f: ti1ey ilioul<l. be d1noed, as they were the !aft 
time, into two p2nies ; nor c~~,i I confiJcr at al!, t 1at if 
I 1- -·1 1 • 01 ""e n·11·t,rr---- ,.ll"p•11 ·~ • ,., o•·., lJ(._,.,. ""'D r ·•·a. 11 ;11 t 1· e t\..,;..1. t:-...t. .... ,, .. - .t; O' : r- vlC \.\..l1. ~ ..... l ,4. ·~ , \,, :J ll ,J, 

n·:,xt ,~;:1 ·:, nr V/Lt;~, ,J~- L12i·1 t:1, :c b ~!1 ~ no~~, ... ~r, 2.n I fl) 
, . • · • · · 1· - 1 . 1 b ' ' :11:u~r-c ,, ev'--.1a.111; ,:;r;,,n, t1., J. f,1ouL c :.> at ,,'llt,L1 no 

, ~ • 1 . ' lcfi: :1. r:u:::· 1.C-1\:r lii 1r ~1:(!Y v;crc 1n D(;lr1{; n1r- n-eater ., an. 1 
pc,1,:,.p nr:c-;; :nor~ fo. · . ~ . . 

J fr (.P.t l•l 'I d·::, > !:(JV/ lf1 [ re,"?.: P-'!'i'}-?'.JtV anJ ,._n ·1ety 
of rni.nc1. c.:ipe~ti.ng tL--it l '.:101.1 !d o;.e d:1.:> or 0thc·· fall 
1nto tl-ie l_i;1•((1<; l!; t½. 0

,;_ 1n<r-~ilt( C,"'aturc'i; if r di i ;it 
anv· ti1nc "JP:'·t.re.. ~1-.. :·• 1,~, it V./~i; no: \Vith0ut l...'c kinr~ 
rott!1<l n!e ,- ~t}, t'1" ~r.,,t•::!!1: rare a ! CJ.t..t.i.on in~~ ~~ir<1.­
ble · and r;_ot·; I fot,-:.1. to IT''.' r1c1.t cum:ort, hov.-h.1;,pv 
it \~ •• ~ ~lat l h:-.-l r,;r, i.Jt:.i ~~ ta; 1-.' foi..k Of heni ~f 
o-oa.ts; fo:· l Jur.: ric.t, upc-1-1 a1,y ac.:o,1 nt, 'ire Dl/ f'"lli1, 
b • . l . ' . 11 l 1 { I' clpt'ci:iJy :1'":-:r t;i,.t ilL c o. t n.~ iar,nc., \'t,!ere t 1ey , .. , , y 

C...:.I,lt.: 1 

' L • 

h ' 

'. 
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came, lefr I fhould alarm t~e Lvages; and if they had. 

fled from me now, I \V::s fore to h:n-e them come b::!.ck: 

ao-,1in, with ped,::ns two or three hundred canoes wi:h 
b . - • d l 1 h ~, L 

t11crn in a few 1ys, a11~t t c:-1 1 ..;.::-1.ew \V11:tt ,o exped. 

However, i wore OL~t a year and three momhs more 

h,fore f ever f.~w any more of tite f.-tVages, and then I 

f\~unJ them ag.1in, :i.s I !hall foo:1 obfern!. It is :rue, 

the\' mio-ht have been there once or t,vice, bnt either 
. ~ 

they nu.etc no fray, or, <'-t leail, I diu not hear them; 

bnt in the mo.1th of M;n, as near as I ccuid. calculate, 

and in my four and. twe1{ti~r.1 ye:i.r, I h2.d a ver:y ihangc 
eacou>:ter with them, of \v,iich in its p!:i.cc. • 

The perturbafr,m of my miT?d, dt:ring this fifrecn or 

fi ·~teen moath~ ir.ten';:}, w,is v1:.ry great; I i:ept ungnict, 
dn.amed always frightful dre:im.', and often ibrted out 

of my fleep in the night ; L1 the day great troubles 

overwhelmed my mind; in the night I dream(?d of:cn _ 
of killing the favages, and the reafons why I might 
jufl:ify the doing of it : But to wave all this for a wh-i!e, 

it was in the middle of May, on the fixteenth d~y, I 
think, as well as my poor wcoden ~a1endar wodd rec­

kon; for I marked all upon the poft frill; .l fay, it w2.s on 

the fixteenth of Mav, that it blew a Q"r~at frorm of wind 

all <lay, with a great deal of l1ghtnj;g and thunder, and 
a very foul 1,ight wac; after it: I knew nc~ what was the 

particub.r occafion of it ; but as I was rea,..ling in the 

Bible, ar,d taken up 1.vith frri.ous thoughts abom: my prcn 
fent condition, I ",ls furprifod with the noifr of a g~.:., 
as f thought, fired at fo,1. 

Th1c; was, to be fore, a forprifc of a quite different. a-­

ture frcm an·: I hc1d met wi•i1 before; for the notio.1s 
tr1is put ifltO 111y tho gt.t v.-cre gt::te of :mot: er :Zind: ·· 

fiarte 1 up :n t::' ~-reale1l: he-:. :e imr ginablc ; an<l :in a trice 

c1aµp..:d up .ny l"~ldL~ t.:> the mdd!c phcc uf the rock, 
aud r1..:l~J. it afrcr 1'1e, mi..l mou::ting in the foc:md tim;;, 

get t , the top of t>~ hi1! ; th~.t ·,::ry mo1:1cnt a fl.tth ac 
k~ bale ne lifltcn tor a fecon<l. gt:n, ,vhic!i a.ccor.!in,,ly 

in a:.io ... t i1df a moment I heard, and bv the found k 1evv 
that it w,1-; from t'1::tt part of tl,e fca where I \\·as (,:i; -:n 

out wit\ t'ie current ~n n- r boat. 
I imrr.cJiak~y confidu.-cd, that this mufi pc fomc ihipin 

di~l:r~L, an.J ~ha they h~u fomc comrade, or fome oth•'r 
1-l. J. frt~ .. 
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:fhip in company, and fired thtfe gu:-is for figr;;:.]s of dif­
!refs, and to obtain hdp: T had thi'i prefrn~e of m nci 
at that minute, 2sto think, thatt!:m:g½ I could not help 
them, it may be they mi,J;ht ht Ip IYe; fo I brought toge­
t:!er all the dry wood 1 ro·ild get :::t hand, .::nd rr::;kiilg 
a bood handfome pi le, I ftt it on fire upon the hj]l; the 
:wood was dry, andbla~~c!freely, and tl:o' tl:e winclblcw 
very hard, ye. t it Gurnt i:.irly l ut, fo that I was cert::iri, 
if there was any fuch th:ng as a fhip, thc:v n.l:ft r:cc<l fte 
it, and no dol1ht thcv cliJ; for as foon as cv,~r rn,· fire 
h!~zed up, I heard a·riCther gun, and afrcr t!i::t fr.\·ci al 
others, all from the farm: g~rn1 ter. .l plied my fired all 
niiht long. ti!1 day broke; and ,··hen it \\"as bro2.d cb:·, 
::nd the air df'?.rcd llp, 1 fa\'; fo;rn:thing at a great dif .. 
t:mce at ff'a, fol! e~:fr of the ifbnd, whether a fail, or :in 
r.ull. 1 rodd l!O! difiin~uifl1, no not "ith mv !!la!Te-;, 
1::c ~:i1ta,1ce w2.s fo gre~--it, and the w-.::ither ffill~fome­
ti-iir1g hazy ~Jfo; at k:,.fr it v,as fo out .. t fca. 

1 iooked frequently ?.tit all thc:t day, aud foon per-
t; •:ed that it did not move; fo I preftntly cond11dcd, t:.,-.t it w,s a hip cit and10r; and bt:ing eager: you may 

be fure to be fatisfiecl, I took my gun in my hand, and 
r~n tO'Nards the fouth-eafi fide of the ifland, to the rocks, 
,-..·here I had been formerly carried a\vay with the cur­
rent; arid gett ng up there, the weather by this time 
beir.g pcrf dtly dear I co1!ld plainly fee, to my great for­
ro'.\·, the wreck of a {hip cafr ci.v:c1y in the night 1.po11 thofe 
~once,Jed rocks which 1 found when I was out in mv boat; 
~md which rc::-ks as t:1ey checked the violence'of the 
!:ream, an<l m;de a kind cf rounter-fii earn; ur edch·, were 
the occafi01~ of p·1y ,ccov;:r:ng the~ from the n·o~t d_·ipcr.1t;:: 
J.opelefs co.,c!:tion tl1at c':cr I lud been iP. aU rnY rfo. . 

; 

Thus, wh::.t is o;~e man's fafe·v, is another man's r. -", r . r ' j. ' , l ~~,trUdJOn; IOT 1:: 1ecr?1~-, ti C C mer:, \',!!LC\'Cr t.icy 
were, beiog C!t:~ of the;r knowledge, a!1d the rocb lw­
i.16 whoH:: l!nder ,v~.~er, .had uecn dri·, en upon them in 
r:1e night, t},c w.i:.J blcwing hard at E. ?.r.J f:.. N. E. 
} fad tu y fern .-~.~ 1fla11cl, as I muil r,ecdfar;Jy foppofo 
t ; ,, ... .J: i""' .... , .,. - ,p ":l l .. ;.r, ,,...~ f- h ,.. ,, ! "')••cur .. ,l ,lC'_t t;,L! .. c,, ,!H.; L1U_., ~s A ••• vU.5ra, ,.:l ,c c .. {~L... . '-' 

tO h,n c fa~ ed tr1l ,P-fd·.1cs on 11.o . .-c bv t:1e 11elp of their 
t'o:i.t; btit ,h.f'ir fo·in?" of their gur:· for he:j.,, efpc:ci­

-~~Uy when they fa·,•, ~s I ir:1. f_i1le<l, my iir.?, fil!eJ 1 1c 

\\.; h 
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with my thoughts : Firft I imagined, that, upon feeing 
my light, they might ha·ve put themfelves into their 
bo:i.t, and have endeavoured to make the foorc; but that 
the fea going very high, they might have been cafi: 
aw:1.y ; other times I imagined, that they might have loft 
their boat before, as might be the cafe many ways; as 
particularly, by the breaking of the fea upon their fnip, 
which many times obliges men to ftave, or take in pieces 
their boat ; and fometimes to throw it overboard with 
their own hands : Other times I imagined, they had 
fome othc.r fhip or iliips in comp'.l.ny, who, upon the fig­
n:ils of difhefs they had made, had taken them up, and 
carried them off: Ot:1er whiles 1 fancied, they were all 
gone off to fea in their boat, and being hurried a way by 
the current that I had been formerly in, were c:uricd 
out into the great ocean, where there was nothing but 
mifery a!1d perifhing ; and that perhaps they might by 
this time think of ftarving, and of being in a condition 
to eat one ano:ier. 

As all thcfe \\rere but co.1jecrures 1t befl:, fo, in the 
condition I was m, I could do no more than look upon 
the mifc.ry of the roor 1:icn, and p:,,y them; wh\ch had. 
ftill this good etFe~~ on my fide, th:..t it gave r1e more 
=iml more caufe to Q·i,·e th::..nlo to God, w~10 had fo hap-. d , ...... , . , ... . ,. -
pdy an CG"1i0rtab.y prm:11.,ed f<,r me in my dc10late. 
condition ; a ad. that cf two fhi p_, compc1 r.ics who were 
now cafi away upon this part of the world, not one life 
ihould be {i :ued but mine. I learnt here ao-ain to ob­
frrvc-, th:.1.t' it is verv rare, t 1':tt the provi<l~;c':! of God 
c.,Hs us into any con -~Hion of,. ~e :o lmv, or any mifcry [o 
£rcat,bm we may fee I"orn:!thiv, or other to be thankfr.l for> 
~nd mav fee others in \Vorfe cir~um.rance:; than "our owr,. 

Such certainly was tne ca[e of thcfr meri, of w1iorn l 
could not. fo much as fee room ,0 fnpt'v!e :1'1Y of them \V~re 

j • 

favcd; nothing could m-:i.ke it ra':io,1:1.l, fc mtic11 a., to wi!-n 
or expctl that thev d1d not 2.11 D~r1fh then", ex . .:,. c.~ •he 
p"B1b1.lity odr of their bei~g ca:~cn up by another fhip in 
company : /.rnd this was D,1~ P'J';:e po{fl)ility indeed; for 
l fav; not the lcafr{ignal or :1.pre:1..r'1:::,:,ofar,y .:"uch ti1ing. 

I ca,not cxpbin, hy :1.:1y poif:ble en'."rgy of wo:-d~~ 
what a ltr-ngc longing, er ha.1!zering of u.cfae, I ft·L: 
. r l . ,. h , i • r • 
11. Elf 1uu ,1pon this !tg .~; i)r2~i-ar,g out .cmet m-:s 

H 5 th'..!s ~ 
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thus: 0 that there had been but one or two, nay, or h1;t 
one foul faved out of the fhip, to have efcaped to me, 
th.1t I might but have had one companion, one fellow­
creature, to have f po ken to me, and to have converfr-d 
v:ith ! In all the time of my folitary }ifr, I never felt fo 
earnefi, fo firo~1g a ddire after the fociety of my fdlow­
creatures, or fo deep a regret at the want of it. 

There are fome fecret moving fprings in the :iffec­
tior.s, v.rhich, \\·hen th::y are feta going by fome o1Jjeft 
in view, or be it fome object though not in vie,v, ytt 
rendered prefent to the mind by the power of inngim.­
tion, th~t motion canies out the foul by its impetuofi:y 
1 o fuch violent, cager em bracings. of the object, that 
the abfence of it is infnpportablc. · 

Sud1 were thefo e:1rnefi ,, i{hings, Th:1t but one m:rn 
had been faved ! 0 that it had been but one ! I b..::.l!eve I 
J"epf'atcd the ·words, 0 th<it it had been but one! a thou­
fimd times; and my ddires wer.e fo moved by it, that 
when I fpoke the ,, or,ls, my hands ·would clinch toge­
ther, an<l my fing-~,-s prds tbe palms of my hands, t:·at 
if I h<tJ had any foft thing in my hand, it would have 
rrui11ed it involunt:11 ih·; and mv teeth in my- head 

, J 

v:ould i1rike to2:etlH~r, and ftt a~rainfl: one ::mother fo 
1.:, '-' 

l[ronr, thn for fornc tirnc: I c01ild not part them 2g-:.i•1. 
Let the 112 tm·,.lifl:s exphin th( fr things, and. the rc:1fon 

,u1d m:umer o:· t!1tm: All I cai, fa:· oftl1tm, is, to dcfri ibe 
the fa.ft, whkl: v·ac; ever furprifing to me when I found it; 
tho' I knew nm from \\·hat it {houlrl proceed; it wc-,sdcu1-,t­
ld~ the cff_.{t of ,m.!cnt wi1l1es, and of Hrong ide:->s form ;cl 
in my rnir.d, rec1.li'.l.ing the lO::nfo··t wh ;cb the co:1v~r [ tion 
of one of i!l) fdlo.-, -c tiJ i1tia;1-.; wr_,,;;J have betn ro rne. 

_But it '.V,E not to b~·; c.ither their fatt:, or mine, or 
both, forb:,d it; fortiil:hel:lfl:ycr ofmybcingonLi, 
iiland, J ne-vcrknew, whcther~tll'.' werefandouto!"·tl1d.t 
·ihip or no; and had only th1.. it1iction 1ome days i.±te:-, 
to fee t.11r rornfe of a d10•., .. 1cd i 0,· co,11s on fhore, at 

i , 

tr1c end of tht i-:; .. m:, ,:1 :~;1 \V,t» ntxt the i11ipwreck: 
He h:1d on no dotLt.::, hut ~t iL1P1:.n'..; ·,ni,rco1t, :1 p?i:· 
of oprn -kncnl lin(. n. cl1 ·twcrs, and a b h (. l ine1 fh ·rt; hut 
notl1ing to c'.i; td nw L.1 Il't.• }1 ::s to i',"• !ct~ wh~-~ !1•:r: ·1 l e 
\V;,5 of: Heh: d wit•.i.w in hi, pocket. , two piCCPS or 
e:gb,, ~.ml<, ~()~•0' ':.v-p!p~; r!--ie -h~ 1n1s to .:I!e of tu1 

1 ", ti1ntD 1nL•rt "i:.:1.e; t~1:1 ~l ~! .. l' ft;ft. lt 
l, 
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It was now calm, and I ha<l a great mind to vent~rre 

out in my boat to this wreck, not douhting but I might 
find fomething on board, :hat might be ufeful to me; 
but that did not altogether prefs me fo much, as the poffi­

· bility that there might be yet fome living neature on 
board, whoie life I might not only fave, but might, by 
f:iving that life, comfort my own to the lafl:: degree : 
And. this thought clung fo to my heart, that I could not 
be quiet night nor day, but I mufl: venture out in my 
boat on board this wreck ; and committing the reft to 
God's providence, I th011ghtthe impreffion was fo firong 
ul_on my mind, that it could not be refifl:ed, that it muft 
come from fame invifible dire8:ion, and that I iliould 
be ,~ :mting to mvfelf if I did not ~ro. 

Under tile po,{'er of this imprefiion, I hafi:ened back 
to mv cafily, prepared every thing for my voyag~, took 
a qu1ntity of bread, a great pot for fre.01 water, a com­
p3. is to fieer by a bottle of rum (for I had frill a great 
deal of tlnt left) a hd/....et full of railins: And thus load­
ing 1m fdf ,,>ith evo·v thinCT necdfa.rv, I went dov:n to 

...... .I J O .l 

ID/ bo:1t, got the water out of he:r, and got her afloat~ 
loaded all rny cargo in her, <rnd then \\'ent home again 
for more : ]\Iy fecon<l cargo vas a great bag full ot rice, 
the umbrella to fc.t up ov---i my head for f.h.ade, another 
l~rge pot foll of fre{h water, and :tbout t,vo dozen of my 
1£ -. 1 11 lo:-i. ves, or b-~ tley-r.akes, mere than before, with a 
bottle of goat's milk, c:.nd a checfe; all ·which, ,vith great 
b~•~ur and ~,,·e2.t, I brough~ to my boa::; anJ. pr2.ying 
to God to chre8: my Yoyagc, I rm o,1t, and rmvmg or­
_p,·.dctiin_::; the cz,nc"e :dong the fhore, I came at laft to the 
utmof1 point of the ifland, on that fide; viz. N ~ F ~ 
And now, 1 ,,:1s to launch out int0 the 0:::ean, and cL.b .. T 
to venture, or 11ot to venture; I looked on the ,ctpid 
current;; \\·hich r.m co • .ftantly or1 both iidts of tht iliand? 
~tt :1 d1fl:mce, ar.,l ,,,hid1 were Ycry terrlble to me, 
:from the ren.1"1nb:·a~1ce of the ha1.ard I b2.d bccil in be~ 
forf, ~i,d my hc,\rt beg:m to i:"ail me; for I forefaw, tb2.t 
ir l ,t7 :? .. , driven i.nto cil.hcr 0f thof.~ currents, I {hould be 
c.n i.u~ ,~ v.1fi: way out to fc,1, and pErhaps 01J;: of mv 
~:;'lch, or fip;ht c.f the 1l1ar~<l ag:lin; and tli~t then, is 
rny bo;,t ._,., ~-> ln1: frn tll, if .lnv li~tic qalc of v:~:1d ,!lou:J. . ~ fl . . - .. , 
r~1e, I !OrJct. t)e ir.1.., iutl\ lofr 

1. 6 Thi;fe 
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Thefe thoughts fo oppreifed my mind, that I began 

to give over my entcrprife, and having haled my bo?-.t 
into a little creek on <:ae fhore, I fl:epped out, and fat 
me down upon a little fpot of rifing ground, nry pen­
five and anxious., between fear and defire about my voy­
age; when as ] was mufing, I could pcrcei,;e th2.t the 
tide was turne(!, and che flood came on, upon which my 
going was for fo many hours impracticable: Upon this 
it prefentl y occurred to me, that J fhould go up to the 
higheft piece of ground I could find, and obfcrve, if I 
could, how the fets cf the tide or currents ]av, w11en the 
flood came ir, that I might judge whethc~, jf I was 
driven one way out, I might not expeEt to be driven 
another way home, with the fame rapidnefs of the cur­
rents: This thought was no fooner in my head, bt:l I 
caft my eye upon a little hill which fufficiently over­
looked the fea both ways, and from whence I k<l a clear 
view of the currents, or fets of the tide, and which way 
I was to guiue myfrlf in my return : Here I found, tha·t 
a~ :he rnrrent 0£" the ebb fct out clofc by the fouth point 
cf the ifland, fo the current of the flood fr-t in clofc by 
the fhore of the north-fide; and that I had nothing to <lo 
but to keep to the north of the ifland in my return, and 
I faould do well enough. -

Encouraged\\ ith this obfervation, I rcfoh-ed the next 
:r.1orning to

0

fet out with the firfl: of the tiJe; and ;c­
p,:f1ng mvfclf for that night in the canoe, under the great 
..,·atch-co:.1t I mentioned, I hunched om; I m:de fir£l a 
liale out to fea full north, till I began to fed t!~e benefit 
of the current, which fet eafrward, and w~1ich o:-riell me 
;::t a 0-re'.lt rate, and ,1,ct did not fo hurr. me a:. the 

0 , 

. fouthern fide current had done before, and fo as to take 
from me- all government of the boat; .. rnt ha,·ing a 
!hong !1:-- "rage with my paddir, I went, I fay, at a grc>at 
rate, directly for the wreck, and in lefs than two hours 
l came u;1 to it. 

It was ·a di:fin:11 fight to look at : Th !hip, which by 
1rs building ,vas Sp:rnifh, fluck fafl, jambed in between 
t•vo rocks; aa the ilcrn and quarter of her was bca:cn 
to uiecl·s v.rith the fe'1 ; and as her foreealllc w} ich 
fi.ru~k ir. the rocks, had nm on with great Yiolence, 
her main-m~r.: and fore-ma!l vJere brought by the uoard, 

that 

r 

w 
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-that is to fay, broken fhort off, but her bow fprit was 
found, and the head and bow appeared firm: when I 
came clofe to her, a dog appeared upon her, which, fee­
ing me comin.2:, yelped and cried, and as foon as I called 
hi:1, jumpe,l into the fea to come to me ; and I took 
him into the boat, Lut found him almofi: dead for hun­
ger and thirft: I gav.:: him a cake of my bread, and he 
ect like a ravenous \\·olf that had been ftarving a fort­
night in the fnow: I then gave the poor creature fome 
frefh \\ ater, with which, if I would have let him, he 
would have burfr hirnfelf. 

After this I went on board; the firfi fight I met ,vith, 
was two men dro"·ned in the co:-k-room, or forecafile, 
of the {hip, with their arms fafi about one another. I 
concluded, as is indeed prolJable, that when the ihip 
firuck, it being in a ftorm, the fea broke fo high, and 
fo continually over her, that the men were not ab!e to 
bear it, and were fi,·angled with the conftant rnflling in 
ot the ,\·ater, as mu ·h as if they had teen under w2.ter: 
bdides the dog, there was nothing Jeft in the ihi:) that 
had life, nor a11y goods that I could fee, but wh2t were 
fpoilecl by the \'rater: there ·were fome cafks of liquor, 
\rhethcr wine er brandy I knew not, which l?..y lo\,·er m 
the hold, and which, the \\·ater being ebhed out, I 
could fee ; but they were too big to meddle with: I fa w 
fe,:eral chefts, which I believed belonged to fome of the 
feamen, and I got t,,·o of them into the boat without 
examining what \?aS in them. 

I lad the ftern of lhc foip been fixed, and the fore part 
broken off, I am perfuacled I might h-:ive made a good 
voy1.gr; for by what I fo·.ind in thefe two chefts, 1 had 
m o.,: to fnppofe the :fhir had a gre-:t deal of we'.llth on 
be:- rd; and if I may g,H:.fa by the courfe 11.e fi:eered, :!he 
muft have been bon nd from the Buenos Ayn.s, or the 
R'.o ue h Plat'.!, in the South p:1rt of America, beyond 
the Br:aii.:;, to the Havo.nna, in the gulph of :i\Iexico, 
and :n ptx:i~ip-. to ~pain; fue }lad, no doubt, a great trea-­
f1.1! • in hu-, t)lJt of no 111c at that time to any t'ody; a11d 
w?1 1t becameoftherd1:ofherpeo1Jle I then knew not. 

i fo1::1d, bcfoks thtfe chefis, a little caH: L1 ll of li~ 
qt! C,!, 0f ,:.bout t ,\ enty g:i.llons, v.-hi:h I got into my 
bo.,t, with n.uch Ji!Ecu!~y: t~1ere w~re fi ... vcral rrrnfqm:ts 

rn. 
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in a cabin, and a great powder horn, with :=:bo!1t four 
poundg of pow<le,· in it; as for f.1e nr..:f11uets, l had n::i 
occafion for ~he::11, fo I left tlie,n. but took the po,nler­
horn : I took a fire-fhovel a:1d tono·s, which I \\·anted • > 
cxtremdy; as ,lfo two little br~fs kettl{',, a copper pot 
tom; kc chocoln.:-, and a gti iiron; and with this cargo, 
and the dog, T came av..,ay, the tidt beginnin,:=: to m«ke 
1 ome :1gain; and the fame t ,:t.nino-, a!Jout an horn· 
\'>'i~hin night, 1 reached the if1 :nJ ~gain, weary and 
fatigued to the lafi: degree. 

I repofed that night in the boat and in the morning 
I refolved to harbour \~·hat I had gotten. in rny new cave, 
not to carry it home to my cafrle: after rrfrdhing my­
frif, I got all my cargo on D10re, aPd beg~m :o e}..amine 
~11e 1 )a1 ti -uJan: the cdk of liquor I found to h'° a kind 
of r•:m, but not fuch as ·we had at the P,r;,fils; and in a 
'n-or:1. not at ,,'.l ~ood ; but when I came. to open the 
chefL, I found fevrr::l thin;s whi h T v. ant.? l: for c::-.­
::mple, I founrl :n one '1 fine c,'ie of bottle-;, of 111 extr 1-

or<lina,y kind, :.rnd filled with rorc:ial , ·ate1s, fir>r, rr~ 1 
verv rro-od ; t 11e Lott!es held ,, o·Jt three pi11t · f',,ch, <111,. 
,vere tipne i w;th frlvcr; I fo111ci t-.ro ::0t~ of vrry good 
fucc~dcS: or fo:ct-tmeats, fo foftene .i ~Iio on t:1e to·p,' tha~ 
the fa!t water 11:1d not hm-: th m: and t·,vo ;rore of the 
f:,n,e whir•h the water h~d fooi!e~i: 1 found forre \'(I"\' 

gco<l fhirts, whirh \n're ,·e,): welcome: to me, :mJ ~.bo1:~ 
2. dozen and :w h·df of w.1:tt li;le:1 k.ndk~r~-hiefs, a•.<i 
colound ned~c 'oth:.; the fo··'l~• :· w- re ~K> very wel­
come. being , Xft cr'i!1" t 11.·e, i•1tr to \\·ine mv .fa e in a:1 ~ .. , [ , 
hot day; 1,~fales thi"'> -.dltn 1 CJ.11e to the till in t•,e 
chd.s, J fcwntl ~~.c ._, :Ind' f'Tt"!: b.1r e,[ p;e ·e.; of eirl1:--, 
which helJ al'ollt dv. fll ht1 n~rcd i1icc s. in :1:!; and in 
one oft'1e-r:, wnpt upinaI,'.-1,y~·r, fi:-~doubloonsof ,'.?:c.!<:l, 
:t,!d fo1'1r fmali t 1rs or w~.,_. ;C.:i of _;old; l fupp >fr: they 
mir;ht dl ·.~·t igh nc.u· a '1t)Hnd. 

. The othu· cl t 1t I fJt ,1 
1 h-. ~ fomeclo::hes in i~. b.,t r,f 

little v~l,:e; but !w th~ circnmf..i-ancc:, it muff h.-.-ve bt--
kmal' l to the c- 1 m:~~r 'smite, ,, 1,1 .t1 there \11a3 no f· >w • b i, . 4,,J •• 

der in it bu:,!,out~'\,l;o noi~m . .-;ol o-] ziJ 10,n1u, 111t1.e 
three flafks, ;c 'I't, I ft, ,pofr, ford; .r)n6 t~r-ir [~wlin~ • 
!>iN"{S on()(("~ fion: UJ1C)r1 tl.•0 

·, ,J,olt, l gf t Vt-;:y hti:l .Jr 
t.ti::.vo, •. irc thljt was of r..Lmi\ 1 !e to11~r: f .,, ~ ro th..e • <Cl • : 

1nc, ..... r y, 
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nvme,·, I had ro marrn(T pf occafion for it; it was tome 

0

ac; the· dirt mr!;:T my feet; ::1,1d I wou!d have given it 
all for three or four 1nir of Englifh fho::-c: ::md 1::ockings, 

' ' l h' I ' l b. ' -J L 1 • wnw.1 were t mgs ~~re .t1y w2.nteu, l!t m~c. !lOt .1.:u on 
n1:v feet now for many yea re. ; 1 h:id., indeed, f otten t,, o 
p:.ir of ihoes cow, v:l::ch I took off the fcc:t of the two 
drowned men. whom I faw in the wreck; 3.H<l 1 fon. d 
two oair rnor; in one of the d~efis, which w erc very wel­
rnn,; to me; but thy were not like O11:r Enlifh fl1o~s, 
.riti1er fo; t:2.fe or ft::rvice, bti~1g ratl1er 1:.1h,lt ·,,e call 
r.i111p, t:,ar1 i1loe.,: l f--md in t'1e foam;-.n's chcfr ahout 
ht,y pi~-=:.s of eight in roy,:..ls, bu: no g-old; I foppofe 
t~is belonged to a poorer r1~.n th;in the other, which 

.fcc.:1e<l ~.J L,eloE6 to fome officer. 
\, i:!!, ho··.::·:~··, I lug6ed. the money l1onie to my ca,;e, 

;111d h.iJ it up, as I had dL1ne that before, whi( h I 
L:·ou~11t fr.Jill o,1r own :fhip; bnt it was great pity, as I 
.faid, .. h::=i.t tne other pa1 t of t'.~e {hip had not ,;;ome to my 
fl - re. fo, I am fafrJied I n-ight have loaded my c:...y,oe 
f~ve1 i :·ime;; o•,rer with m{•ney, \,·hid!, 1f 1 had c.vrr 
e · - ...... d to Ent 1, nJ, won!d ba·;e Lin here fafo en01wh 
t:' I 1 n ig:1t h;~e come aga· n :1.nd fetched tt. ...., 

'. r., ir1g now brnt1ght a11 111y things on fhore, and fr­
cP;ed them, I wer..t 1)ack to my boat, and rowed or pad­
,~: .cl ho <'-lmlg the {Lore to her old h-.r~,o:!r, ·Nhere 1 hid 
ber up, an I mac{e the befi of r!W w:>v to my old h:lt:ita­
.ticr~, ~':her!:' I foui1t~ ever, thi.r{; fr1.f1

.:/ t•.nd ai1i1:.t ,· fo I Le-. 
.., 0 .I, 

:.ran ~c n pofe m;,f;,Jf, live afi.~r my oM fa1hion, :rnd t.ike 
, '.re of 11,v farnih· aff:,irs; ~1.1,: :o:- a w:1ilc I lived e2f· 
t''1ul![;l ; 'orly ti'.1.t : ·.v2.s morl" vigiJ-.nt tl'an I ufr.d :~ 
l ... , looked m1t oft 1.~ r, rnJ c:iJ ;:ct. zo ~1Lro· J io mcch; 
;, 1rl l[ ar c'.!lJ tir,e ! di~ Hi!· v.ith ~.ny frl.eJom, it \\as, 
• '•1:,r ...... .,._ ,) ,. :--..-.[}, ~) •j- - tllp ;j1' l I 1.,."(-·• I 'l. t-~ 
..... ~_.., , 1 , .. 1-. t ... t t .1. 01 •• _. an<,, .. , .t. 1Nc..s _;1c,ty 

·.,(:l Lt!~, d t'.1· f:..i·:a_rrr.s!~f., rcun~. a;d wl,i::r.:lcoalcl ~· . 
❖';O '" ir ,out fo m r.y prera1,tion:,, - 11d fn ·h :-!. io'.ld o~-
~-~n s anci 2•cmcllitio1>, a., I, lw,1.y.:, c:-.rr:e(~ ,·:ith me, if 1 
·:,e•.L t'1e otlit:r -..-., 1v. 

. I ~ived i~; this co;.dition near tW') years n:ore; but 
1!.,:1m1·1-lryhud, t:i~t w·i., dw y3 t(, :.,t me Know it 
~•;·. ~ r,r .. to m.'.t...e !I'}' t o I;' r:. ,r r-:' IF- W,5 dl thr fr t\l. o 

,. ' , . h rt. . --1 , r . . 
: q~•, 11 •• ---Cl \'• •• 1 p:0 i;•q<. _r,"l (.FH. n~, :1c,\', .r H \\'Cre 

r,, 1~ Ip; ~lt <' 1 /, n" "l • •r. 1 • f . /' ' • 
• .,.... .. ., , .J. .. ,~ ;:;\..'" ,..\ ., ) J,.o,.._ ... \. ..... 1,J .. ! .. J .... ..,<...,. Ol 10 .... :,\ ... 

tt~.·- ~ 

• 
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times I was for making another voyao-e to the wreck 
h l r . b 0 

t ougn my rea10n told me that the;·e was nothing left 
there \Vorth the hazard of my voyage : fornetimes for a 
ramble one way, fometimes another: and I believe ve­
rily, if I had had t:.1e boat tha~ I went from Sallee in, I 
fhould h?.ve ventured to fea, bound any where, I knew 
r._ot whither. 

I h2.Ye been, in all my circumfrances, a memento to 
t'·ofe who are touched with that general pl.lgue of man­
kind, v:hrnce, for aught I know, one half of their mif e­
ri"es flO\v; I mean, that of not being fatisfied with the fl:a­
tion wherein God and nature hath placed them; for, not 
to look back upon my primitive condition, and the ex­
cellent advice of my father, the oppofition to which was, 
as I rr.2 y cdl it, my original fin, my fu bf equent mifi:akes 
ci the fame kin·i have been the rne:rns of my coming in" 
to t¾is miferable ·~ondition; for had that Providenre, 
which fo happiiy had feated me at the Brazils as a plant­
er, blefied me with confined defires, and could I have 
bee·1 contented to 1,ave g neon gradually, 1 might have 
been by this time, I mean m the time of my being on 
this iiland, one of the mofi con1fortable planters in the 
Bnzils; nay, I am perfo~ded, that by the impi;ove:-r;ents 
I had made in tl:::i.t little time I Jived there, and tl-ie in­
creafe I fhould probab1y have mde, if I had fiayed, I 
migh:: have been \·.'orth an hundred thollfand moidores, 
and wh1t bl1fincfs had I to le2ve a fetrlcd fortune, ·.rell• 
fio ked plant::- ion, impro·, :ng and incre::iGng, to turnill­
per::~1:-~1 o :o GuinL:>., to frtch ~•Tcgrocs, when p.:,ticnce ::md 
frne v:ould have fo incrcafe i O'Jr ficck at home, that v:e 
couU h:-.ve tou:?:ht thcr.1 at our o·.,:n doors, from thofe 
whofe hufmfa {twas to fetch th~m ; And t~m1gh it h1d 
co'.t us fomething more, yet the difference of th?.t pric~ 
\vas by no ·neans worth faving at fo gre-at 2 h2,zard. 

Bllt as tlii:; is ordinaril~: the fate of young heads, fo re­
fe-'lion 1100n the foll of it, is as o;·dim.ril-,; the e::crcifc 
d rrore .,.;;-E·s. or of th dear-1:ought C"'~pe;ience of time ; 
:nd fo it. was v:ith 1w· now; Jn,~ Yt t fo deep ::'.l~ the mif. 
take l::ikcn root in my tc>mpe , 'th~t l rnuld not fatisfy 
mv If in IT,v fi:ation, 1iut 'N:!S continm.lly porir:g 111 o:i 
t~·r m:.-ans -,;t-.t poflibility of my cfcape fro:-n this p~ace; 
aw1 that l mav, wid-1 the r:r:cz.tcr olcaforc to the re.de-) 

- t,..) " '-'-,- -,.,. - ··IS 

r · 

t' • 
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R O B I N S O N C R U S O E. 
hri1~.;; 0!1 the rt:-rn,:iing p1rt of my fiory, i may nC't b•.! 
improper to give fo:,1e an 011;it of my fidt cor!ceptions 011 

th fu:1_;L{t of this fooiifh f 1- :'.n,c for r.i:: eLape ; :rnd 
hov·, and llJl0!1 what found. tion, I a[tcd. 

I a•11 non- to be fop1 oi~d to be:- .tired into my c8filc, 
after my l?t c voyar,e to the wrerk , my frigc:te bid up, 
, nJ fu u;·td l,n<ler V,'atu as ufud, and my con<lition re­
ftorcd to whet it was l,tfore ; I haci rno,c wealth, in­
c!('ed i)1:.;n I h:-.d Letor"" b-et \',O.s not at all the ric+er ; 
for I h,1d no ·n~o~·e.. uL for it than the In~ians of Peru 
li d : <:fon the Sr:rniads cme t ~irher. 

It \\ a.S one of: he nir 1m, int; t r· ir:v fc2.fc!1 in :\Jar. h, 
tiie four :ind t,,:entieth ye::r of 1:11 faft frtting foot i"1 this 
iiL~nd of folita! irn.f~·, I w::: hi!'· i:. r:~r t·ed er haw• - .:, , 
mock ,rn ake ~rn.i very weH i:1 b .. .ltri; 1- -.::d 1,0 F.i:1, no 
cii11, mrer, no une2tfinefa of bot:y, DC', .~or anr unt:ifinds 
cf 111ind more tLan orllinc1.ry, hut couiJ t7 no rn1-:rns 
d0fc my t'yes; that is, fo as to flerp, .no m:t <1 \'. ink 

'l . ' l i- • r ' f . 21 rignt ong, 0L,tnv1.e r:-1,:·1 2s olwY·s: 
It is as impoCble as 1~c:edltfr, to id do-sn tbe inntt­

mer.'.lblc croud of thou)1ts l:&t whirled thro11gh th:H 
great thoroughfare of the brain, the memory, in this 
night>s time: l ran over the who!e hifiory of my life 
in mini~.ture, or by abridgment, 2s I may call i~, t~ my 
coming to this ifland ; all<l alfo of that part of my life 
ftncc I came to this i!land ; in my refldtions upon the 
{btc of my P.fe, fine · I c:irn::: on fhore on this ifhnd ; 
I was comparing the harpy pofhire of affairs, in 
the firfi yeHs of my habit·· tion here, to that courfe of 
anxiety, frar and care, whi -h i h2..d livtd in ever fince 
I had feen th:? rririt of 3. fco~ i:, th: fand; not that I did 
not believe the f:v;•;re-s had freq, rn.ted the iO·:nd even 
:: 1 the wlii.!(, and rni0 l:t ha vt· t u.n frvcr..l hundre 1s of 
them at time-; on .fho~~ tht re : h11t ?.s I had eYer known 

, i'L, %nd w:~-; in·~a1-abl~ c.f any appn:hrnfions abou t it, 
- 1·:y fati~faftion w~,s },(rfcA:, though n:y danger was tl·e 

fa1Pe; artcl T ,,,2.s as h::.1>PY in rn,t knowing my d:u1c,er, 
a~ if I l!ad nc.v.r n·dlly i>et-n rxpofcd to 'it; ·thm fur­
niihtd my tLoug~1t-; with lJl:rny very 1;rofital' ]'-" rtflt:c­
t ions, and P trtin1l:ul,· thi,:; one, Ho..,v infinitrly CTOOU _. ..1 b 

t 1.:t Pi ')Vi,lt:r."e is. which li1~ fdtled in :tc; CTOYrrnml'nt . ~ 

of 1.1:?.n!.in<l foch 11..1no, bound~ to his fialit and kno·,\·-
.::, 

ledge 
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ltdge of things; and though hnvalks in the mici.11 of f'o 

r:1au;' thoufa:1d cl:,nr-ers, the fie-ht of which, if difrovered 
,/ ... , .~ 

to him, ,;:ou 1rl difrract his mi..11.d, and fo:1k his foirits, he 
is kept ferene anJ c2.l:11, ~y h2vi!1g ti1e events 'of t;'in6 -s 
hid from his eye1,, and kno,.·inf nothina of the dan<Ters 

1 • h r l h' '-J O b ,vn:c 1urrc-un, ilrl. 

After thcfrthoi.H!hrs h~d for fo;nc tiir1e <='ntert .ind me, 
I c~tme to rcfl c1 ·1~1 ionf1v 1:1)on the rnl d.inc-u· I h,:d 

. ! ~ 

b:en in for fo m::w,, '.'tRrs in this w1 v i1L nd; and h,.)\V 
I had w:.lked :'.::o<t 'in the 2:re.~ttfr fernritv, and v;ith 
1, ffi 1 1 . 1 • ~ 1 l , • • b 

~ 1 po, rn e tr2.wrw,~y, even 1-er ups ,,·<•en notnrng nt 
a brow of :,~n hi1!, a r 1·u.t trtc> or UH,; cafu:11 :1pproa,,..h of 
night, h::cl b,en btt'.Ye~n n,e and thr ,vorH kind of de­
ili utl:i,on; vi::. L 1at of falling intv tl1c iLrnds of ranib is 
a1•,l fav:!2"c:,, \Y 10 -::ould 112.vc Lizd 0:1 me v:ith t!ie 
fame vie~~; ;,s I did on a goat or a tnrtk., ~4nd have 
thought it no more crime to kill and devour rr.e, th· n 
I did of a pi~eon or a c ulicu; I fhouH 1rnjuf1ly flandcr 
myfelf, if l Hwuld fay I was not fincerely th:rnkful to my 
great Prefc:rver, to whofc fingular protection I acknow­
ledg-ed, with 2-rtat hurnifav, that all ,hefe unkno-...vn de-
. 0 u .1 

-liverances were due, and ·without whilh I fhould inevi-
t::tbly lnve fa.1Ln i11to thei;: mercilefs hands. 

,~,""ho....., .,.1 ,. • , ,,_ ..,.i f. -- --.-. ,.----• ,...,,11 h -,d -~ .. £ .. 
•• »'-'U '.11':'•.~ LJ•Uu2r!,::; \1'C:!t:: V\'C:l, 1,,, .e.;.. \',.,:; 101 

fo:ne time taken up '1n confi<lering the nctture of thefe 
\.Vretched creatures, I rr:can tI-:e iava.e,es; and how it 
came to pafs in the worl_;: that the wiie governor of all 
things fhould give up any of hi5 creatures to fuch inl-~u­
manity, nay, tofo'.Y. ti 11.gfoinuch below even brutality 
itfclf, as to de\'o,1r its o·.vn kin 1; but at this emld in 
fome (at th,H time fruitlels) fp':!culatioll5, it ocrnrrc<l to 
me to incrn.ire what part of the world thefe wretd1ts 

J. 

lived in; 1, )W f.ar off tile coaft \\ a,; from whPnr.e tht·y 
came· w'.at thc•,T ventured fo far from home for; w,1,.t ' ·' 
kind of !Jo:1ts t~•ey bid; ar:d why I might not order Hi) -
f_lf. and my bt.fiaefs fo, that 1 might bt as ab.le to go 
oYer thither, :;:, they ,·:ere to com<: to me. 

I n~·.er fo rn1.1~h astro1,bled myfc.:t to confider, \:hat I 
!hodd do with myfrlf when I c«mt thi::-1:ier, what ihou!d 
become of me, if I fell into the hands uf the favages; or 
how I fhould efcape from them, if they attempted 1w"; 
no, nor fo muc:1 2.s ho~v it was poffible fo;: me to reach the 

coaiL 
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c-o:--f.:, ·mJ not tn: :1.tta.·kd by fore or other of tb~m, 
\\ iti1out .rny poHiLilitv of delivering myfelf; 2.nd ifHhould 
r,o~ flil into dv~i r rancl , ,··hat I fho :ld ~b for p:·ovifion, or 

• , T ..., 

w.11cnec .L fhct1ld iy=nd mvcourfe; nrme of th·:fe frm 1l,ts, 
I fay, fo much ,is came 111 my way ; but rr,y mirnf was 
wi10lly bend upon the notion of 11:y palling over in my 
bo-:t to the nnin land : I looked bad;: Ui)On my prefcnt 
concfaion as the :noft mifer.::.ble that c011]d poff1bly be; 
t 11at I " s not abie to tLrmv my ft lf into ar.y thing bnt 
de2th th"t codd be c1Jled worfe; that if I reacned the 
fhore of tl1e 1.~Rin, I might, perhaps, meet ,vitli relief; 
or I n'i- ht co11t 2.'.ong-, c:s I <lid on :he foore of Afric::i, 
ti !l I ,:~;::c to fo:11e 'inhabited country, and whl!re 1 
mi~~i,~ find fo;-ne Chrifiian :fhip that might taJ::-:: l1,~ in; 

• T ' I . lb ·• l. h 2n~! if the wodt. arne to tue worir, couJc. .... ut d1-=, ,v,\lC 

,rnuld pu~ an c·,c: to ;ill thefe miferies at once. Piay, 
nott', all thi~ ,ns the fruit of a difiurbed mind, 2,n im­
ptic1!at temp::r_, made, a_s it were, def p~rate by -.:l-:.c lo ·& 
rnnt1mnr.:--c ot my troubles, and the d1fappo111trnents 1. 

hari met in the wreck I had been on board of, and whne 
I had b: en fo ne1r the obtahing of what I fo earneftly 
Jonged for, viz. fomebody t:J fpe·ak to, and to le2rn 
fome kno-..vlecl;;e from, of tl1e pla,·e where I was, ,.nd of 
tl n. h..,l ln _ ...... ,... .. ~ r ~n1· G .. ~~1·- ...... ,.... .... ~,... .· T fr.~- T .. . .. ,,s 1c pro .. -., ...... , 11'"" 11::> ur y •~1 , \.. ... ,, ___ e ; J. A• • _r, 1 ,i" 
agitated wholly by tl-iefe thoughts. All my c~Jm of 

·rr.ind in my refignation to Provi<lenre, and waiting the 
iffi1c of the dif pofitio"1s of h 0 :.wen, feemed to be fof pend­
ul; a!1ti I lwJ, ~., it were, no po .ver to turn my th,rnghts 
to any thin~ bu~ 6e proj,.ct: of a voyage :o the m~in, 

' . l -~• f ' r ' ,. h . '-'Lti': 1 c1mc u;x-,n 111.;: w1,.-:. u, ,, 1orce, :.111(1 n1~ .'.i.n I\11-
pet~oftty of ddirr•, t;.:H it ·wc1.s rlot to be 1 c!iir.,d. 

V/hen th:" h:i,! -:rr:t·1c?(i 111)' t:10w,hts for two honrs; , .., . • i" ' . i ,_ • r ' 1 l o;- in.ore, Wjt~1 u r, ,'ff11-.'il'C, t11at lt 1(t my very 1.J,UOl 

i•!t•"' a ferment, :,n ~ my pulJe bc:.t a-; high as if I li<ttl 
b,•·n ir~ 2. fev.:1, m~r,:!i' ".'ith the extr~or,' inal'v f .r­
vo:1r of iny rnir.cl a1."~;11: it: 1t-:.tui",', as if l ha(t lxen 
f t1tu(,d a'.1 '. e~:l 11ufl:coJ witi, t'. le vt.:ry thought of it, 
' . ,. d -, 1' 1 1 tn··t·.v me lntG :1 101111 tt•ep: one wo1 cl .1,-.. ve thoug 1c 
r 11-iouU h~v,• (ln~~med of ic; 1rnt I did i:ot, nor of any 
t 1i·12 re~·ttir·,,

1
t.:lic, but I <lr,:a.ned, th:.t:1s I was goino-~.,, ... ,-, 

cn;t ,n the :r orn,r.g, as ufu:- !, trorn mv cdlle, I faw 
UDOH 

4 
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Uf'• n tLc faor~ tv:o car,ocs, ,mJ. e11?·.;cc fav:i..P-cs corr.i:-ir.- to _, V 

1 l J h ' • l • • • ~ {' 1~ .. nu, :tP t ... ~t t.• ... t'"-' oroug.ttt v.; ... ~ ... t ~m ~:1ot.1rr a.vane, 
r 1r.. b 

w;.o!'1 t}~e>v ,vere :--oi r._ t0 kil:, :; crjcr to eat }1im ; when 
1.. . '- .. . , . . •. 

on a f·l'-'~cn ('.e fav:.icrt. tn~~t t,1( •p v:,.. re ~o::.r!r t0 !,i11 ptn1p-
; ....... , • r ... c, ~·-i.; ;· 1 ..... ·-» j' 1~'-- "t""\·'h, ~.,, n, ..... "' 

11 tu -11, 1i, a11u ,:1.1 1,.,r •• 1 1 !.., , l,H:n .• t1,ot,.:,,,t,. 1,.) 11c.,_?, 

t '.-· lit c·· 1·1e 1···u~1~;rrr 1·•-·:'\ " 1 " l;•tl,. th"1ci.• r-· ·) ,,, ) ,,r ~., 
ii. .. <LI.. - LL I. ..l. J. l• .• Lt. J.,_,) •.I...,_.., ~J.• :-. bl\ ._, ..... v..1v 

111" fr rt1\;,.;.1tio:1. to ),i<le hi1'ifr..:lf ; anc. th:1.t l ft·ci• p hi:11 ~· ,, ; ._.,, 
,,] tP. .., ,J l ♦ ->r"J"' • ,· 10- .-J •• t11 - ·-t~)t • 

1
: 1t

1
\'" j• •. ·1,-"·0l.v, a.1,1 l.Oc P-' _t,l\ IL. , l .L J,( O.l. fJ 1, U, •l .J,:1 Ll-.L 

0 ~ 

r•. ,..h,.,., 1~~--'" }!" t·• ,."11).{;..-• :y-.r,-.. ,.,. 'l - ' \,a}, l.,t\, eu ... _.,,L,, to ,1rn, ..11c .. ,.11 , 'c- t·pon n,.n t n .... (1t,-

nwcc! rii n: t;1:1t 1 c knce~ed dov-. .. tn me. :·crr."nr: to 
0 ~ 

,.. • > .. n "r.; . ' - • ~ , , ~ .. ; ... 1 
, f. "·. -"> J . ... " ~ l .> p.a) ~ .. o ..-.!,11, !!~h, '·f'·L ,\ ...... n ... ,ie .. t~ J1i) 1 ... , ... t r, , 

'I , ' l . .. 1 ; ► ,.. ', 1 -- ., - , • P 1 t-1. ; ·- 1-- '"' - .. r - . ' ., 1 ln .. CTC l ffi f•0 t!p .l, cd,u t-.. f J l~u ,,,P.1 • 1,0 TI•: _;l1 (, ,Ln_,_ 

l,c ht>ca~re r~' ftr'/:l~t~; a~1<l t.1~ t <L .. ( c;~ a:- ; h1J r0t~rn 
• 0 

!~ .. is P1:1.!", l J,1~J. tC' I'!'/[::.,!!, '1O1.v I ~ :1 ·, c:..>r1 air 1·- Y" nt:!rc . , . 
to the rra:n b:-d; for thjs ft::tcw w.:l Lr, t· !",1" a~ a 

") l .. ,. \ l . . . , f 
P11or, a~·tl. vt'1.t: te!.l rnt.. v\·"1a· to c , :1.nd v .. 'i:1tnc:· tf) r1·0 ..;r , . ,:, 

- "·,: · .. r 1 • +: r · • t , ,~- f r l ,.,. · r +b • · · .) " •· p.o' l •• oi.,, ,,.,tt •· .,.t,.c. 1.0. C bl) ll. •. ,.l '-'· Ll!1f- l'.C. L1U.-

ed, wi1 a: p!,•.,es t0 n·r,tt re iat,', .111d ;·;' .,t ~o I fr:1pc. I 

'
tu 1r_.>r1 ;;•, •;-;~ ._;,., r cl ~'l'"" l·'"' 1or (n l. ••,r-•- ,.,._J. , ,LK---u n .. t. ,_.__ ,,,ougnt, an \,._.., \.1,,,,. -~ c.1 1,.---•• p, _,.1-

ble irr:p,efEons of jt,_}~ at t_½e profpcC:~ _cf ~-Y cfr.:!pc in 
=y ulr,.,....., thrt ·he .)li"f"'"'~1•n•e-,•· \\7-,-h 1 f:nl• t·non .&.d \,,,'1.1.1.1., ,..d. :.. - l!' U. t•W ... ~ Wl, ~.l:) .t- ......... 1... 1,,,..,\,. •r 
coming to myfely", and 1,ncErig it was no mer~ th211 a 
d-e"m , .. ,.,,~e ca.,"11'y· e.x'"r,,, ·Hran ► t'1e o•h,.r \""'" a d .:. &.-4.l ,, ''t\..l , t...i..-l l .. .;L.l -.~1. t. _ .. \. .i. :..1....... •• 1.'-,) n 

• .I,. .. '--~ • ,. • • .. 

t}!r, \"i me !!:!O ;i ,· .. t,._!r-~· ~!~~[ !..:~;eE!.:0!1 or f)trlt. 
~ 0 . • 

L'pon t~1is, howt-·:er, I 1~adc: t!:is cou1uf:or., that 
my only way to go rrbnut an attc.n,pt for an tfcr.p::, \'.2-:, 

if poffible, to get a fa vagc i:r. 1 1 y poffefiion ; 2nd, it 
poi'!:ble, j t fr.0 1Jl-.: be one of t~ cir pifoners \,·11om tht:y 
h:vi condemned to be eaten, ar.<l ::10uld bri:!1g hith1.•r to 
1,1·11. b•,+- .: ~r" ·"otl'l'-;...~ f11··1 " ____ ,, ~••n--.,·ln,i ·v1"t•1 ti 01S 

"'- , ._ ...... ~ .......... _ lJ b;.J.~..., ... 1 ,..,. .1.....,. ................. "6\..- t .. ~--

d~fricnlt_Y, th::: it -.-_·:.s im?offible to c·f:<~et this, wi:r.cnt 
'1.,...,1· , ,_,. .. .,. ' ~· ,.1 .. .- .. ""~h,...., ..... rJ1,;1;·,,.,.,'hrr.'l,J• •-lt,.CKlI .S "- ,, .. v.e C 11..\ a •. OJ .i.e ... ,.... r •.•. 1.1.-, ••• e .. , ... , 
., t \ • .-, .... • ·n• 1"' , •,. ,• l j -•~•.., 'lt~ ri .,..._ l 
ulllt t.11s Y,d) lh,c O!} ,1 \Cr: c.e P~··· 1;; ,' •• lll, pl, ar.c 
rnie_lit mifcarrv; bur, ui :.h<. c thl'r l :~1~<l, l i:a<l l,..,:L'a·Jy 

'-' • l J 

frrnpkci the iawf1Jnef, o(:: to nl•', and wy h(~!rt tre:il-

blcd at t!ie th0u1::1ts 0f focdd~r,f• fo rr,Gc!. b'.co<l, ti.o' 
it was for n:r ddi;·eranci:: : l nctj not r::pru the c,.rgu­
lll".rts which c•ccu:T'<l to :1e :--._;;.1::1~ ~:ii~, they being tr c 
fame mcrtioncd btfor ~ : but thou•2h 1 had ot:1cr re .. fc: .. ~ 
to offer nc1h'; viz. t!,at thofe me~ were e1~tP i!.) to mv 
lifr, an<l v10,1l<l. cicoilr me, if thev coull; t~1t it w~ 
r•r r . . , . I 'd . , 1· 1~ 1t:1!-pn.1~rvat1Gn 111 t .. c t 1g ie1t egrc~, to Gc.ivcr myfl; t 

from 

i. 
' 

t. 
i'. 
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from t\is death of a life, a:1d was a8:ing in my own 
l r 1 · r 1-. o 11 T 1 • -0.ei--!i:Ce, 2.s rnuc 1 as H tucy \Vere acc..ia y auau1trng me, 

an i the like ; I fay, though the Ce things argued for it, 
yet d:e thoughts of fhed.cling human b1ood for my de­
.!i. vuance were very terrible to me, ar.d fucn as l could 
by no means reconcile rnyfolf to a great while. 

ffowever, at laft, after many frcrct difputes with myfclt: 
and ::i.fter great perplexities about it (for all thefe argu­
ments, one way and another, Hruggled. in my head a lor:g 
tim~) t},e eager prevailing dc:firc of deliverance at length 
ma•l-crd all the reit, and 1 refolveJ, if poffible, to get one 
of thcfe fanges into my h;,.nds, cofl: w;1at it would : my 
ncxc things then was to contrive how to do it; and this in­
d, ed ,vas very difficult to rcfoh·c on : but as I could ritch 
upon no probable mean.:, for it, fo I refolvcd to put myfdf 
ur-cn the wa~ch to fee t'.1em when they- came on fnore, and 
leave the reir to the event, taking fuch meafores as the 
opportu,1i:y fhould preient, iet it-be what it would. 

With thcfe rcfolutions in my thoughts, I fct myfelf 
upon thr fcout as often as poiible, and indeed fo often, 
till l was heartily tired of it; for it was above a year 
2,nJ an h;,.lf that I waited, ani for a great p.1rt of that 
time went out to the wei'.l encl, and to tl1e fouth-wefr 
ccrncr of the iD.anc, a1molt every day to fee the canoe~-, 
but n0ne appc?.;·eci : th;.s wa.0 very dikour2.ging, and be­
g:t11 to trouble me r:w-:'1 ; t:\o' l can't fay that ic ci.id in 
r riis c;iJe a~ i: li;1.d clc nc r:)1.,,e time h;..fore that ; viz • 

.,, • 1 (."' J r i , . b , v:cu .orr tne cc,~e c . my ae, re to t.:c tmn :r; ut tne 
1 • .. ..-::, " ' , ' b 
wnger n kc:1;cd to o~ de:2ycl!, tr,c mor~ ea6 cr I \V:1..; 

fjr it : in a word, l \'.':..3 nut 2.t hr.t :nore car:..f1.,.l to Dinn 
.t'ic Jigi-t 1..,f t;.c.,f~ fa-,•age:;, and avoid bti1ig focn Ly 
t ,(·m, fr,;- n I ,·1.,s nov; ea,.-er :o be- noon t:1em. 

, ! 

Befa1e,;, l fancied m,,fdf z..ble to manage one, nav, two 
c:- thr.:c favagn, if 1 had them, f.) ,1.s t~ m:1ke th;m en­
tire: y lh·,-;?:; to m'."', to do whateYer I i;:o:.i1J direct them, 
:...:-id t() prevent their b!ing :.bl .• , at anv time, tv do me 

h 
. 1 , 

ar,y urt: 1twas ?. rr-ca· w;,;,c t 1 ;!.t T n1~.,t~1 rr1vfe1 ~~ 
. , • .. . • b .. 

1 
• - ,. • • JO - ... r - .. --l> '---' - ~ J, • 

V/Jt~'i tr!tS affair, D~:.t n0~n1n0~ ft!ll r,-rcf?ntecl ; ail !TI)· ,. . , r. ~ .. 
r.~ ;,Ci( S ?.\10. JCHCffitS om; W ~1ot~11i1g, lvr nu l:.i\',;.O'v; 

·- .. , w 
c:i;n•~ nc:;.r me rcr a grc:i.~ \v", 11~. 

A.bout a y:--~r :rnd an h:i.1f <".r'..cr I h3.<l enter.aincd tiwft~ 
noL:o: .. s, and, by lung mu;}:1z, :1ad, as it were, rcfoh·c,l 

the~ 
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them all into !1othing, for want of :>..n occa:Goa to pm· 
them in execution, 1 was fmprifed one morning early , 
with feeiag no lds than five c.rnoes all on fnore togethtr, 
on my fide the ii1and, and tl 0 e people who belonged to 
them all landed, 3nd 01.1t of my fight: the number of 
them broke all my meafures; for feein{[ fo manv, and. 
knowing thc1.t they ah\·ays came four, o'"i- fix, or' fome­
times more, in a boat, I could not tdl \\ h:::t to thi11k of 
it, or how to t2ke mv meai'urc.s to attack t,ventv or tl irtv 
men fingle-handed ;. fo I lay ff U ia my cafrle,. perplexed 
:md difromforte<l ; however, I FUt myfclf into ,-.;]l the 
fame poftures for an 2.ttack, th8.t I bad formerly p·m·ided, 
and was juft read:,- for aEtion, if any thi1~g hit pn.frntecl: 
haxing waited a ~rooJ whik, liftenirg to he::i.r if tr.ey 
made am· noiie, ,U kn,:,::h bcin'.r ':ery Jn1p;::tiu1t. I fr: mv 

.,, 1,.""I .::, •' • .. 

gu;-is at the foot of :11y ladder, and c:~~n:bcred up to the 
top of the hill by iFf two fiagts, as ufual; ib.nding fo 
howen.:r, that my head did 11 or c:ppear :.frove the hill; 
fo that they couU not percciv.: me.. "hy auy mt.ans: here 
: obferved, by tl1e help of my perfpeEtive-gbfa, tl1at ti1ey 
\\·ere no lefs than thirty in ;rnmber. thcit the'-· h,,d a Ere 
kindled, and that the·/had bad rne,1t drei!ec( ho-.-i-' thtv 
cooked it, that I knt,v not, or what it "as; bm ~he~· 
\' ere all <lancing in I knew not hov.r many barba1 Cl;S 

geiiures and figures~ their o•.n1 ,vay, ro;.:nd tht fi,e . 
\Vhen I \\ as thu'> looking on them, I pe;"<'eived by 

n1,. pe1 fpecti ve two mi ft:rab}c wretches d,·ao rrc,: fro:n :he J a~ 
boats, where, it fee rn<;, the::'" ere let id by, ~-Ill~\\ ere nc'.v 
brou!!ht 01..!t for tlie ilad;!htcr: l Dcr• ·ei· c,i one of them 
imm~uiately fall, being }:nock,,cJ (imn?, I foppofe, ·with 
a club or v:oockn fword, for that ,,1.1<; thei.- way; ;~nd 
two or three c,thers ·were at work imrr(t i:::tel~., ·nltting 
him onen for their cookery while tLe o:!H:,. .., i~'tim was 

! . 

le.ft fLmding hy hirrJelf, till they fholllrl be rec:: ly for :iirr:: 
in that vcrv moment this poor\\ retch f. .eintr hi.nfelf a 
little at liberty, n:,turt i lljlii t'1 hi1n \\ ith h~;pes of lifr, 
and he fiarted away from .: i1em, a:1 i .1.a'1 \\ it.1 incredible 
fwiftnefs alouo- the f,mb. Jireftlv to-_•.-1rd., me. 1 nwan t", , ; • 

tow:u <ls that p2.rt of th~· coa1t v:htre my hanitation \':a~. 
I w::is dread:ul]y friO'htc1 (diat I m·1ft acknowledge) 

whe11 I perceive(( hir1t to rn:, 111y ,v:i.y; and t.fpt;cially 
wher, as I thcl!ght, I L,;· l:.i!1, ptirfuc<l by the whole 

bo<ly; 

I 

I: . 

• I 

I 

,. 
' 

.... 
I 
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body; and now I expd1:ed that part of my dream\\ a~ coming to pafs, and that be would certainly take !helter in m ,, ~TO\'e; bm I could not depend, by any meam, l:pon :~y dream for t!ie nft of it, viz. th2.t t:1e other fa­va;res woulJ not purfuc him tb ithcr, and find him there: Hg"·cn.r, I kept my ftation, and my fpirits began to re­cover, when I found that there ,..,.ere not above three men that followed him; and fl:ill more \"i.',1S I encou­ra ed, ,vhen I found thz,t he 1.rntfl:ript them exceedingly · · ' · d 1 f 1 r I ·cl rn runr~mg, ana g~rne grou:10 o t 1un, 10 t 1at 11 1e 
rouH but hold it for half an hour, I faw e,,fily he would fairlv Qet a,vav from them 2.11. 

Th~;-e was· between them and my' caftle the creek, which I men~ioned often at the fa-ft p2.1 t 01 my fiory, v:hert I landed my cargoes out of the fkip; ?.nd this I knew, he nrnfi nece{farily fwim o,·cr, or the poor wretch • ,rould be t::ken there: But whfn the favage efcaping came thit~,er, l e nndt"! 11ot11ing of it, tho' the tide was 
thtn up; hm plunging in, fwam thro' in ,1bout thirty ftrokes. or thcrtabouts landed, and r,rn 011 with exceed­
ing ftrength and f\\'iftnef-;; when tl1.e three purfuers c,unc to the crc:ek, I found that two of th1.:ni could fwirn, hut the third could not, and that he fhnding on the oil-.er fi,ie, looked at the other, but \-vent no farther ; 
a!1 ! foon after went fo:·dyhi.c!<.:. ~1 g2in:'·'-·hic~1, asit hap­pened., wa:i Vt ry ,, t>Il for him in tlw ·u:,in. 

I obferved that tht two whom fwrm, \1:ere yet more t l.an twice as lo1w fwimming over the creek, ·than the ft~luw ,\·as that fle,! from them : It came now very w?..-a1ly ,pon my tl-io:'.gnt,, :,nd indec.l irrdifi-it-y, that no•·: was rny frnt> to gtt me a fcrv:1.11t, :u~ ! perhaps a companion, or ?.'1i~·u:t, and that I w.-1.s c-:llled plainly r-y 1-'rovidc11ee to fave ~his poor creat~1re's life : 1 im­mrdiately got down the ladders with all _paffibie expe­dition, fttched my tv:o gllns, for they wc,e both at the foot of_ the 1_ 1ddc1·, as I obfervul abo•,·e; and getting 
1!p ap-.1111 with the fame hafie to the tor> of the hi!l, I c.roHe<l to\,:ards the fea; and, havino- a very fhortr it, 
and all down-hill, rlappt:<l myftlf i;t t:. C way bet•.vccn the purfuers and t:1e purfucd, hallooing aloud to him that fied, who, looking back, was :::t firfr perlla_p:; ~.5 
much frighted at me as at them; bm I beckoned v:ith 

my 



192 A D V E N T U R E S O F 

my hand to him to come back, and in the mean tirr.e, I 

fl,)\\ly ad, anccd towards the two that follow.:d: then ru!b­

ing at once upon the f0remofl-, I knocked him dvwn with 

the ftock of my phcc ; I iVas loth to Lre, becaufo 1 would 

not h:n c the rd: he'.lr; tho' at that ditt~mcc it would net 

h:n-e been c:1.fily hr:i.rd; and bei:!g o:.?t of fi;ht of the 

frnoke too, they "vould riot ha1;e cafi.ly known what to 

make of it. Having knocked this fdlow down, the ether 

who purfued him itop?c:d, as if he had hec'1 fr. ghtcned, 

and I adYanccd ap:1ce to-., :1.rcls him ; but as l came nearer 

1 percei,·cd prefcntly he h::d a bow a:-id arrow, and w:i.s 

fitting it to !hoot :'..t me ; fo I was ~hen necPilitatt:d to 

ihoot at him first ; which I did, :1.1~d kJkd ,1im at :he rid 
D1ot. The poor :.-i.vagc who fled, btit hJG. !tcpped, ti10' 
he faw both hi::; c1:cnics !;lllen, :-,nd kili-.:J. (a:; he thc·nght) 

yet •,v::is 10 frigrttd ,,i~h the {·:-e and rnife 0imy pe-ace, 

frat he !:ood Heck-Hill, ;;.ncl neither c:imc forward, nor 

went bacl:v;~L1·J, t 110' he frcmect ,:--,t!'cr inch.cc.! to 11\' fl:ili, 

than tc come on. 1 ha1leol'2 a0_:lir:. ::o h: m, and m?.de fa·r.:: 
to co:r.e forward, which he eaf:lv un6cr~;ood, anci c ~;ne 

a iit~~e ·;,:-ty, then il pped again:~.nd :hen c1. 1ittle fart:1er, 
.,J no pr J.., : ":1•""'-'"l T -o·J...l 11 e·1•1r-•·--,,.,.1· .. et'1•-,t't.., 110 ,1 

<"-.•\..l p_ .. u •• g.,.:i., ... ,.u. 1..- t: a .1 •• i ~•--'-- • i .... Jv 1~ 0 

trcmbEng, :-.~. ~r he L[ d b_rr. ~a1{en ])r~for..c.r, :s.r.ll h:id juH 

been to b-:: kii!e<l, :\.', 1.is two enernie~ ,ver~. I b:?cknned 

him agaiu tO co11ie to me, and g:-·;e h;m all the fi.~t.$" cf 

encc'.lragcrnrnt} 1·}nt I co•,!d ~hi11k of; am~ ~e came ncal·f r 

a1 d neai-cr, knee!ir.!Y tlovv11 evcr,r ten er twelve f cT1,s, in 
J , 

tcl:cn cf ac'.:r.c1.vlc.Gf;rr.en~ for f:lVing- his li:e. I fmile<l 

at li:m, r,r:d kokcd p!e;if,:.:-.tly, ~nd oeckoncd tu him to 

c.omc '.lil! !'lc::..ru. A: knc'"th }!C came clde to me, and 
.::, 

t:!en lie kr,eeled dow1 ~:?a~n, k~{fod the c,;<.'liHJ, nd hid 

h~s hrad upcn the grn1.:'"rJ, :~nd •a'. ... iN{ me r-y the foot, 

iet my foct t.:pon h1-> he:vl : This, it kc-m"; was in 10~ en 

of fa·e2ri1~g to b~ n,y D.-. ...-c..: fur nu. I took him up, 

d 
. , . , J ' • • 'l r 

an mace !!ll'C!l ot n,,.!T', ~nu cr,c.ou~,i.ft'<- 1nm · 1 , 

t.:Gt~k. But th1..,re w;-~:i more \0:,,!"k to do y•:t : tPr l p"'r­

cei vcd tht. fa,•:1 ge, w!,um 1 k ncek,.,d d~wn; IV,h 11ot ~:ilic d, 

bnt ftun:-,eJ wirn the b1ow, :ir b~t·:i:1 to c~nn•: to him­

frl(: ''o ~ pointed to him :i,.~ fhc•,'icZl Lim ~he fav.?~"', H,a.t 

}.c w: s not dr::u\ u r1cn thi:; hl: fpoke fi me wor<ls to me ; 

a:1d tho' f rn:.ild :1ot ur.derlh11<l ti.em, yet I tl,ougi.t 

they were plc~fant to hear, for fr.cy wen.: ti1e firil found 
of 

' ' 
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of a man's voke that I had heard, my own excepted, for 
above five and twenty ye:1rs: but there was no time for 
fuch reflections now; the favage, ,, ho was knocked 
down, recovered himftlf fo far, as to fit upon the 
ground; and I perceived that my fayage began to_ be 
afraid; but when I faw that, I prefented my other piece 
at the man, as if I would {hoot him; upon tl-:is my fa­
vacre, for fo I call him now, made a motion to me to 
le1~d bim my fword, which hung naked in a beL. b.,v my 
fide; fo I did : he no fooner had it, but he runs to his 
enemy, and at one blow cut off his head as cleve.-\·, no 
execu.tioner in Germany could have done it foL ·, -r (lf bet­
ter; which I thought it very fi:n:inge for one, '"·ho, I had 

· reafon to believe, never faw a hvord in his 1 ifc Lefore, 
exc pt their own wooden f,,·or<ls; however, it fcrrns, as 
I learned afterward;-;, the,· made their wooden fo,ord!:> fo 
iharp, fo heavy, and the \\ ood is fo hard, that they 'sill 
cut off heads even with them, a\\ and arms, and that at 
one blow too. Y\'hen he had done this, he comes bugh~ 
ing to me :'1 fign of triumph, and brought me the fword 
again, and with alnrndance of gdl:ures, which I did not 
un<lerfiand, laid it down with the head of the favage that 
he had killed, jnfi before n e. 

But that\\ hich afionil11e,: him mofi was, to know how 
I had killed the other Indi n fo far off; fo pointing to him, 
he made figns to me to let him go to him: fo I bade him 
go, as well as I could; when he c::une to him, he fiood 
like one amazed, looking at him; t\1rned him fir:fl: on one 
fide, then on t'other; looked at the wow1<l the lrnllet hn.d 
made, which it feems was jllfi: in nis bn::,fi \' here it h:id 
made an hole, and. no gren qu,rntit v of blood had fol­
lowed, b ·t be hal~ bled i11wardly, for'be \vas quite <lt-ad: 
then he took up 111!> bow and arrows, and came hack; fo 
I turned to go away, and beckoned to him to follow me, 
making figns to him, that more rniohtcome after th ir. 

Upon th i;; he figned to me, th-:i.t he -fhould bury tht.rn 
·with fand, that they might not be fn:n by the ~reft, if 
the)· followed; and fo I made ficrns ao-2 in to him to do • I .., ,..., .fo; ~e fe l to work_ and _in an inib1~t he had frraped an 
hole 111 t_he fand with his hand:;, big enough to bm y 
the firfr m, and then dracr~ecl him into it ::nd C<.,\ uLd 
him, and did fo alfo by tl~e other: I bdie~,e he h:-d ln:-

VoL, I. I · ri' ! 
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ri_ed them _both ~n ;_t. quFter of an hour; then cal'ing 
h1m av.:ay, learned Lim net t'1 my cafrle, but qui:e 2way 

to rny cave, on the farther p:i.rt of the in:rnd; fo l did 
not let my drer:.m come to pafs i:1 tb.t part, viL. th:tt he 
came into my grove for fl-ldter. 

Here I ga';e him bn.a<l, and a bunch of raifins to e:i.t, 
and a dr:mght cf water, \Vi1ic.h I found he was indeed in 
great dithefs for, by his running ; and havino- rcf:reihcd 
him, I mad.e figns for him to go Ii~ down band Deep, 
pointing to a place where I had laid a great parcel of rice 
iha·.v, and a bbnket upon it, which I ufcd to fleep upon 
myfclf fomctimes; fo the poor creature lay down, and 
went to fleep. 

He was a comdy handfome fellow, perfeft!y well made, 
·with fh-aight lor.g limbs, net too large, tall, and well­
ihaped, and, as I reckor, abount tv;;enty-fix years of age. 
He had a Yerv ~rood countenance, not a fi.c:rcc and forlv 

, u . 

;![peel·, but feemed to }1ave fomcthing very manly in his 
face, and yet he had all the fo·cetnefa a:1ci foft'iefa of an 
i'.mcpean · in his counten;1nce tee, efpecialiy whe:1 he 
fo~iled : his hair was long and b~::ck, not curled like 
wool ; his forelie2.d. very l1igh and la:.-ge, and a great 
·;. ivacity and fparlding fharpncfs·in his eyes. The colour 
of his {kin was not quite b!:ick, but Yery t:r.vny, a1~d yet 
not cf an ugly yc!low naufe0t:s tawny, ,:s the Brafilians, 
~~n<l Yirgini:..n~, and other natins of America are, but of 
a bright kind of a dun olfre colour, th~:t had in it fomc­
thirg •:ery agrce:i.blc, tho' not very ca(,· :O defcribe. His 
tact ,vas roun.l and piump, his nofc £iual1, not tht like 
uie 11..:p:;-oes, a verv 2"eod mouth, thin E1·,,,, 'tnd his teeth 

' J ✓ ...... 

fo-ic, \v-ell-i~t, ?.r.cl wHtc :i.s ivory. Afi:e; he h:1.d fJumber-
t·d, r:lthcr than flcpt, ~,bout half an honr, h~ waked ~gain, 
an<l comes out of the c:n·e tom.::, for I had been milking 
1!1)' goats, which I had in th~ inclofure juft. by ; _when 
he eii,ied me, he came runnrng to me, I:..yiT1g lumfolf 
d0wn ,w:i.in upon the gro .. md., with all ~he poffible figm 
of an h,;mLle thar:lful dii;Jofu:ion, ma1-:ing m::my antir.:k 
geflurcs to {hew it. At la:r he lays hi~ head fl,-1.t upo:1 the 
< ; ound, c1ofc to my foot, a1!d fctc; his other fovt upon his 
b , . l h" j ' h hea.J, :ts he do 1c bdore; :~n, ;.,.!tc1 ti 1~. n,:-i f• :>. 1 t .e 
fcgi ~ to n~C' of iuhjcc:tion, {er·,i,1..dc, and fi.1m.i:::or .m. gi­
nab:e to kt me la.ow h0\v mu,::h he would r~rve :'1.r a; 
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c~w- as he lin·d: I under.flood him in many things, and 

Ier him know I ,vas very well pleafcd ,vit!l him; in a 
little time l began to (peak to him, and teich him to 
fpeak to me ; and firft, I made him know his name fhould 
be Friday, which was the day I faved his life; 2.nd I 
called hi1i-i for the memory of tlie time; I !ikewifo taue-ht 
him to fa,, m:1.iter, :ind then let him know that was to ...,be 
my name·; I Ekewife tJught him to fay Yes and No, and 
to know the meaning of them; I gave him fame milk in 
an earthen pot, and let him fee me drink it before him, 
and fop my bre:id in it; and I gave him a cake of bread 
to do the like, which he quickly complied with, and made 
figns that it was very good for him. 

I kert there with him all that night, but a~ foon as it 
w:i.s <lav, I beckoned on him to come with me, and let him 
know "r would give him fome clothes;at wl1ich he feemed 
very glad, for he was il:ark-naked. As we went by the 
place '-where ,ve had buried the two men, he pointed ex­
aftly to the fpot, and fhewcd me the marks th:.i.t he had 
made to find them again, making figns to rae that we 
fLould dig them up again, and e,tt them; at this I ap­
pearc9- very angry, exprcffcd my abhorren.:c of it, made 
as if.! would vomit at the thoughts of it, and beckoned 
with my hand to him to come ,nvay, whicl: he did im­
mediately, with great fubmiffion: °I then led h:m up to 
the top of the hill, to f~e if his cnemi<"s were g;one, and 
p.:illing Ollt my glats, I looked, ;rnd faw pl1j11ly the pbce 
whe ' they lt:1.1 been, but no ;1ppear;i.ncc: of them, or of 
their canoes; fo that it was plain that thf'y wcrl.! p-onc, 
anJ l ad left tht·ir comrades ·behind them, , withour any fi;arch after t liern. 

But I was not content with this difcovery, but ha-v­
ing now more courage, and confcqucntly more cmiofity, 
I took my nnn Friday wi.th me, giving him the fword in 
his hc1.nd, ,vith t!-ie bow and ar.rov.rs at his back,.which I 
found he could ufe vr ry dexteroufly, making- him carry 
one gun for me, and I two for myfelf, and away we 
marched to the place where thefo cre:-iturcs had been ; 
for I had a mind nO\V to get fome fuller iritciliger,ce of 
them: when I came to the place, I!1Y very bloo<l ran 
chill in my viens, and my heart fuck within me at the 
i10rror of the fpethcle; indeed it \Ya:; a clreadfol fig!it, 

1 2 
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at le:ifi it was fo to me, though Frid av made noth ina of 

it: the ph<:'e was covered with human 'bones, the grotnd 

dyed ·with the l,Jood great pieces of flefh left here and 

.here, half e- ten, mangled, and fcor,hed; and in {hort, 

all the tokens of the triumphant ft2:fl they had hcen 

rn::iking there, ~,fter a victory over their emrnies: I faw 

• 1.rte ikulls, five hanch:, and the bonc:s of three or four 

1ers and feet, and abundance of other parts of the bo­

dies; and Friday, by his figns, made me underfiand, that 

they brought over four prifomrs tofeafi upon; that three 

of them were eaten up, and that he, pointing to himfelf, 

was. t1 ,e fourth ; that there had been a great battle be­

tv een them a11d their next king, whofe fobjecl:s, it 

-fcems, he had been {me of; and that thev h"d taken a 

great number of prifoners, all whiLh were carried to 

frveral places by thofe that had taken them in the flight, 

in order to frail upon thtm, as ·was clone here by thefe 

~uetrhes upon 1hofe they brought hither. 

I cauft-d Friclay to gather all the fkulls, bones, fldh, 

;md whatever remained, and lay he togtther on an 

heap, and make a great fire 11pon it, and burn thtm ail 

to afhes: I found Friday had :frill an hankering fi:omach 

after fome of the .fleih, and was :fiill a canibal in his na• 

-ture; but 1 difcovered fo much abhorrence at the very 

thoughts of it, and at the leafi appeai ance of it, that he 

-<lurfr not djfcowr it ; for I had, by fome means, let him 

know, that l would kill him if he offered it. 

\Vhen we had done this, we came back to our cafde, 

:and there 1 fell to work for my man Friday; and firfi ofall, 

1 gave him a pair of linen drawers, 1vhich I had out of the 

poor gun!1er's cheft I mentioned, and which I found in 

the wrtck; and which, with a little alteration, fitted him 

very well; then I.made him a jerkin of goat's fkin, as well 

as my ikill would allow, and 1 ,vas now grown a tolera­

ble crood tavJor; and I gave him a cap, which I had 

mad~ of an "'harc-fkin, very convenient, and fafhionablc 

.enough : and thus he \Vas drd1ed, for the prefent, tolera­

bly well, and miohty well ,\as he pleafed to fee himfelf 

almofi as well cl<~thed as his mafier: it is true he went 

aub\·arclly in thde things at firfi; wearing the drawers 

-was very auk ward to him, and the fleeves of the waifo oat 

galled his :!houlders, and the infi.de of his arms; but a 1 i ttle 
ea!ing 

F, 
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·,:lfing them, where he complained they hurt him, and 
uiinO" himfdf to them, at length he took to them very wdl. 

'Ihe next day :ifter I came home to my hutch with 
him, I began to confider where I :fhould lodge him; and 
that I might do well for him, and yet be perfectly eaiy 
myfelf, I made a little tent for him in the vacant place 
between mv t,vo fortifications, in the infide of the 12.fr, 
and in the ·outfide of the firft : And as there was a door 
or entrance there into my cave, I made a formal framed 
door-cafe, and a door to it of boards, and fet it up in 
the paffage, a little within the entrance:; a1,d caufing the 
door to open on the infide, I barred it up in the night, 
taking in my ladders too; fo that Friday could no way 
come at me in the infide of my innermoft wall, without 
making fo much noifr in getting over, that it mufi: needs 
~w~:kcn me; for my fir ft wall had now a complete roof 

v-!r it of long 10h s, revering ali my tent and leaning l!p to the fide of the Pili, which was again laid crofs"w~th 
fmall flicks inftead of laths, and then thatched over a 
great thicknefs with the rice fi:raw, which was firong 
like reeds; and at the hole or place which was left to 
1;0 in or out by the ladder, I had placed a kind of trap 
door, which if it had been attempted on the outfide, 
\•,•ould not have opened at all, but would have fallen 
dowr;i, and made a great 110ife; and as to weapons, I took them ail in to my fide every night 

But I needed none of all this precaution; for never 
man ha<l a more faithful, loving, · fincere fervant than F1 iday was to me; without pailions, fullennefs, or de­
figns; perfectly obliging and engaging; his very affec­
tions were tied to me, like thofe of a child to a father; 
2nd I dare fay, he would have facrificed his life for the 
faving mine, upon any occafion whatfoever: the many 
tei1imonies he gave me of this, put it out of doubt; 
and foon convinced me, that I needed to ufe no precau­tions as to my fafety on his account • 

. This frequently ga,,e me ocrafion to obferve, and that 
with wonder, that, however it had pleafed God in his 
providence, and in the government of the works of his 
hand'i to take from fo great a part of the world of his 
creature::, the befl ufe., to w hirh their faculties, and the 
powers of their fouls, are adapted; yet that he has be-

I 3 ftowed 
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ftowed npcn them the fame pmvas, the fa:ne :-cafon, the 

faIT!e afl-"edjons, the fa,!le fentiments of kinJriefs and 

obligation, t~e fame p,tffions and refontm<.:nts of wrongs, 

the !ame fo:~fc of gratitude, fincerity, fidelity, and all 

the capacities of doing good, an<l reccivinl?: good, that 

lie has given to us ; and that when he ple,ties to offer 

tl-1t.m occafions cf exerting thefe, they arc as reaJy, na/, 

more ready to ;,.pp1y them to the right ufes for which 

tr,ev \V~rc be~towcd, tl1an ,vc arc. And fr.is r.ude me 

vet·)' mebnclv,iy 1ome6mes, in refletting, as the frver:11 
ccc:i~~on~ -:_:>rdentcd~ how mean :rn nf.; we make of all 

thcfe, even thcugn we have thcfe powers enlightened by 
the great lamp of inJ.ruE\:ion, the fpir1t of God, and by 
the kmm1e :ge of his word, added to oGr underP-:mding ; 

:~n<l why it Las plcafed God to hide the like faving k.now­
kclge fr(1rn fo many millions of foub, who, if r might 
iudv.e by t~,1~ 1,~or C:n ;igc, wou!d m~~ke a much lh!tter 
-> ~' • 
Hfo Qf lt •}~:l~ '•"'C: d1<l. 

F:-,nn ':ere~ 1 iomctimcs w::s kd too far to invade the 

fo·vt: ~i[ ,:y of pro·:id,~ncc; and, as it were, arraign the 

jrdl:ice of fo :,.:·bii.r,1ry a difpo.fition cf things, that fhould 
.bclc ,n:'!t Eght from fome, and reveal it to others, and 

yet txpt·,'t a like cluty from both: but I fliut it up, and 

ched-.. t·d m•: t:101wht~ with thi., conclufion : Fir1r, that 
: .. , 

we do net know c-y wl:::tt light :rnd law thcte il10uld be 

condemi.cd; but that, ~-: Gcd was necdbrily, awl 1:w the. 

n;:t,1rc of hi~ o"'i11 b, inf,>:ite1y holy :rnd j•1(}, fo it ~ould 

not be, bnt th·lt if thdc cn:atme'> w.rc all 1u1t..:nccd to 

.ahfc11ce from himfrlf, it ,vas on :i.ccot!1!~ of finr,ing ag.tinll 

t:i<'-t light, -..vhich, as the fcripturc fi1y;;, was a law to 

thf·mi~ht's, and bv fuch rn,~s as their confcic1 ccs wot1ld 

acknowlcd<rc to b~ J·nn-, thou<rh the fournb.tion w·,s not 
'-.'"'> t-. 

difroverc<l. tom: Anti, fccondlv, th:i.t Hill, as we arc dl 
clay in the h-rncl of the potter: no vdlcl cou! fav to 

1: :11, \V}1 · hall thou formed me thus : 
But to· return to my new com11 ;i.nion: I was greatly 

delighted with him, and made it my bufinci\ to teach 

him every thing that was proper to make him ufefol, 
handy, aml helpful; hut cfpccially to make him fpcak, • 
and·underlbnd me when I fp:tk"; and he \\ '.l.5 the aptl:'l: 

fc!-lolar that rver '.\·as; and pai"ticuL1rly was fo mt.ny, 

{o conftantly diligent, anJ fo pk,1fcd when he could hut 
undcrilru1d 

( ' 
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n11C?.cr1:a,1<l me, or m:.1ke me untlcrlt:<'..nd him, that it was 
Yery rkafant to m~ to t.tlk to him; and now my life 
h-'gan to be fo c:i.fy, that I began to fay to rnyfelf, tb;,.::: 
could I bnt haye been fafe from more favages, I c:m:d not if I was r cnr to remove from the place while 1 lived. 

/i ftt>r .I had been t\\'O or three days rctun1ed to ri1y c,:i"­
t:e, I thought, that, in order to bring F ri<la y off from ti. 'l 
horrid way of feeding, anll from the relifh of a e:nibars 
fl:omach, l ought to let him taPce other flefn; fo 1 too,.: 
him out with me one morning to the woods ; I wen~, in­
d ·cd, intending to kill a kid out of my own Rock, n:1d. 
lJring it horn~ anJ drefa it : But as I was going, ! fa,.r a. 
fhc-goat lying down in t1ie fhade, and two young kt.i<;· 
fitting by her: I catched hold of Friday, Hold, faid 1, 
fl:and ilill; a.n<l made figns to him not to ffir; immediat ,::; 
I prefr ned my piece, fhotancl killed one ofth~ ki<:~. ThL! 
roor creatmc, who had at a di!l:ancc, inJ.eed, fren rnc ki:l 
t~e favav.c, his enemv, but did not know, or cou!<l irru. 0 , 

gine, how it was done, was fonfibly furprifcd, trembled 
and /hook, and looked [o amazed, that I th0nght hr..= 
would have funk down : He di,l no£ fee the kid I h~.tl 
Dtot at, or perceive I had killed it, but ripped up his waifr­
coat to feel if he was not wounded ; and, as I found, pre. 
fc::ntly thought I v;as r '.folvccl to kill him; for he c;:.me anci. 
kncelcd down to me, :i.nd, cm½r-:1cing iny knee~, faicl a 
gr~at many things 1 did not ur.<lerJhnd, bt:t I cou1ll e.if!y 
fee, that his mcaririg was to pr:iy me not to kill hi:-r:. 

I foon found a 1 1a·1 to co•w:ncc him, that I would d,J 
him no 1 ann; :t'.11 t,;.!:· ng him up by the h1.,d, ~:rnglv.:·-i 
at him, and, pointing t,, ,;\.! kid which I ha<l killed. 
beckoned to 1,im t'1 run a1 d t~tch it, which he cL<l ; and 
while he was won~forin~ an l looking to fee how the 
cre:cturc ,vas kille l, I loaded my gun azain, and by- ,,r~d 
by I faw :>.. great fowl, l"kc :1nd h:1.wk, fa upon a tree with._ 
in fhot; fo, to let Fridw under.'.l-a1.~ a littic w;1,it I would 
d0, I cailed hjm to me ;gain, pointing at t;te fowl, which 
,vas indeed a p.\rrot, though I though~ it h::d been ;;,n 
hawk ; I fay, pointing to th1,; parrot, and to my gt:n, and 
to the grourid under the parrot, to let him fee l would 
make him fall, I nu-i.de him underlbnd t!iat I would fhoo~ 
~nd kill that bir<l ; ?ccordingly I fired, and bid him look, 
anrl immediately he faw the parrot fall : He ftood like 
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one frighted again, notwithfi:andirw all that I had faid 
to him; and I found he was the m~re amazed, becaufe 
he did not fee rne put any· thiner into the 21.m · but thouo·ht 

b b ' I::> 
there mufl: be fomt wonderful foncl of death and deft:1 uc-
ti~n in that thing, able to kill man, beafr, bird, or any 
thmg rear or far orf; for the afi:0niihment tbis created in 
him, was fuch, as could not wear off for a long time ; 
and I believe, if I would have let him, he would have 
wodhipped me and my gun : as for the gun itfelf, be 
would not fo much as touch it for feYeral dav::. after; but 
would fpcak to it, and talk to it, as if it h?.d anfwered 
him, when he wa5 by himfelf; which, as I afterwards 
learned of him, was to defire it not to kill nirn. 

vVell : after his aftonifhmcnt w,.s a liLtle over at this, 
I pointed to him to nm and fetch the bfrd I had {hot, 
wt ich he did, but fbid forne time ; for the parrot, not 
being quite dead, was flutte1 ed a good way off from the 
pla'--e where fhe fell; hov:"ver he found her, took her up, 
and brought her to me; and, as I h2d µerceived his ig­
norance about the gun before, I took this advantage to 
charge the gun again, and not let him fee me do it> that 
I might be ready for any ether mark that might _prefent; 
b11t nothing more offered at tha.t time; fo I brought home 
the kid ; and the fame evening I te,ok the fkin off, and 
cut it out as well as I could, and having a pot for that 
purpofe, I b01 1ed or frewed fi me of the fleih, and made 
fome very r,ood broth; after 1 had begun to eat fome, I 
gave fome to my man, who feem ~d v::ry glad of it, and 
liked it very well; but that \\ hirh was firangefr to him, 
was, to fre me eat falt with it. H;; made a fign to me) 
th~t the fa.It was not good to eat, :rnd putting a l:ttle into 
his own mouth, he feemed to naufeate it, and would fpit 
and fputter at it, ·wafhing his mouth with frdh water after 
it; on the other hand, I took fome meat in my mouth 
without falt, and I pretended to fpit and fputter for want 
c,f falt, as fafi as he had done at the falt; but it would 
not do, he would never care for falt with meat, or in his 
broth; at JeaH-, not a gn:at while, and then but a verr 
fotlc. 

l-fav;ng thus fed him with boLed meat and broth, I 
was rcfoived to feafr him the N'xt day with roafiing a 
piece of the kid: this I did by hanging it before the 

fire 
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fire in a firing, as I had feen m:tny people do in Eng• 
land, fetting two pole<: up, one on each fide the fire, 
a1~d one rrofs on the top, and t;. ing the firing to the crofs 
fiirk, Jetti•1_:; the meat turn continually: this Friday 
a,Jmireri. very much; but when he came to tafi:e the fldh, 
he t0ok fo many ways to tell m~ how well he liked it, 
that I could not but underfi:md him: an<l at lafi: h1:. tolti 
me he would never eat man's fLi11 any more, wLich ! 
was ,·cry glad to hear. 

Th"::: next day I fet him to work to beating fome corn 
011t, a,,d fitting it in the m1nner I ufed to do, as I ob­
fcrved before; and he foon unclerfiood how to do it as 
well as I, efpecia1Jy after he had feen what the meaning 
of it was, and that it was to make bread of; for after 
that I let him fee me nuke my bread, and bake it too ; 
and in a little tirne Friday was able to do all the work 
for me, as wdl as I could do it myfelf. 

I hegan nov,, to confider, that having two mouths to, 
feed infl:ead of one, I mufi: provide more ground for my. 
harvefi:, and plant a larger quantity of corn, than I ·nfed 
to do; fo I marked out a larger piece of land, and bep.:1 
the fence in the fame m1.nner as before, in ,vhich Fri<l:i.y 
not only worked ve,y willingl ·, and very hard, but did 
it very chearfolly; and I toid him what it was for, that 
it 'N?.s for c0rn t0 make mare bread, be...:aufe he was now 
with me, and that ~ might have enough for him and my­
felt too: he appeared very ienfible of that part, and let 
me knnw, that he thonr)1t I had m 1ch m0re labonr upon 
me on his a,·ro,mt, than 1 had for mvfelf, and that he 
v;ould ·.vo'.·1'. tac h~:der for f!le, if I would tell him what 
to do •. 

This w:1s the plofante!:: ·year of all the life I !ed in this 
phce: Frid?.y 1:e;an tn t,l.k pretty well, and underftand 
the name<; of almr.fi: every thmg I ·h:l<l occ:di:m to call 
for, a 1d of e·:erv u:ace I h~d :o :enJ him to, and talk a 
~re?.t deal to me'; £fo tlnt, in ihort, I beg :n now to have 
fon~e ufe for my tongue again, w)1ich indeed I ha<l very 
!it tic occafion for before ; :h::tt is t~ fay, about fpecch : 
btfides the p!eafure of talkmg to him, I had a finf;ular 
fatic;fattion in the fe~!ow himfclf; his fonple unfeigned 
hone!l:y appeared to me m0r~ :ind more every d1.y, and I 
beg<!n rea1ly. to love tLe cre:i.ture; and on his fitfr: I 

I 5 belic.ve 
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helicYe he loved me more than it \Vas po{fible for him ever to love any thing before. 

I had a mind once to try ifhe had any hankering incii­nation to his own country again; and ha vino- learned him 
~nglilb fo \\:ell, _that he ~ould anf\ver me al1~ofl: :my que1-
t10n; I afked hun, whether the nation that he belongcJ 
to never ccnqucred in battle. At which he fo1aed, and 
faid, Yes, yes, we always fight the better; that is, he 
meant, always get the better in fight, and fo \VC beg,111 
th_e follmving <lifcourfo. You always fight the better ! fa1d I; Hmv come you to be taken prifoncr then, Friday? 

Frid av. My nation heat mucl1 for all that. 
l\faHc·r. Hov,, beat; if \'OUr nation beat them, how came you to be taken? ' 
Friday. They more than my nation in the place where 

me was; thcv take one, two, three, and me. IVlv nation 
over-beat them in yonder p1ace, where me ~o was ; 
there my nation take one, t,,·o, great thoufand. 

I\11aiter. But why did not your fide recovi;1· you ftom the hand!; of your enemies then; 
Friday. Tliey run one, two, three, ~ml me, and make go in the canoe; my nation have no canoe that time. 
l\Tatlcr. \\'ell, Friday,an<l what does your nation do 

with the men they take? Do they carry them away, and 
c~t them as thefe did? 

Friday. Yes my nation cat mens too, eat ail up. 
Maiter. \\'here do they carry them? 
Frid:,y. Go to other place where they think. 
Mailer. Do they come hither? 
Fricby. Y cs, yes; they com<.> hither; come other phce. 
l\:la!tcr. lfave vo 1 been here v1ith th1~m? 
:Fridav. Yes, f been ncre f Point5 to rhc 1 -:-. \V. fide of the ifi::m<l, \vhich, it fcems, ,,a'.:. theidiJeJ. 
By this I undcr!lood, that my man ..F1 iday ha<l formerly 

been amonQ" the fayagq, who ufed to come on fhorc on the 
farther pa:~ of the i!land, or: the faiJ m ·n-cating occafions 
th·tt he v,1as now brought for; and forne time :lfter, \Vhcn 
I took the courage to c1rry him to t. lt 1idc, being the 
fame I formerly mentioned, he pcrfedly knew the piacc, 
2nd told me, he was the1e cncc when they e:!t up twenty 
men, t\'~o womer., :inci one child. I-k c-.:i•J1J not el' tw:::nty 

~ iH Engli:li, b,it he rumbereJ thc.m b:i foying fo m1.r1y fiones i.r. J rev.,·,, 1,d i1stir.g t0 me to te!! ~her, over. l 
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I have told this pafI.1.ge, becaufe it introduces what fol­
lows ; that after I had had this di.fcourfe \.Vith him, I afked 
him, how far it was from our ifland to the fhore, and 
w!1ether the ca:'!Ves were not often loft : He told me there 
was no danger, no canoes C\'er loft; but that after a little 
way out to fea, there was a current, and a ,vind alwap, 
one w2.y in the morning, the other in the afternoon. 

This I underH:and to be no more than the fets of the 
tide, a~ going out, or coming in; but I afterwards un­
derftood it was occa:fioned by the great draught and re­
flux of the ;,1ighty ri-.. er Oroonoque ; in the mouth of 
which 1inr, as f thought afte1wards, our ifland hy; 
and that this land, which I perceived to the \V. and 
N. \V. ,vas the great ii1and Trinidad, on the north 
point of the rrionth of the river: I afk.ed Fri.lay a thou­
fancl quehiors abo:1t the country, the in.habitan_s, the 
fea, thr coaH, and wk.~ n:u:ions w..:rc nc:u; he told 
me all he k;1cv.·, v:i::1 tl.e 2· -~ateit oppenncfs i:n:-na{Tin­
ab1c; l afh.ed him the name: of the fe\·eral n?.tion-s of!his 
fort of ocoplc, b:1t couid 7et :~o other 11:1.me than Carihs ;­
frvm whence I ea::lv u~'derftood, th:1t. th:..fc were tl:e 
Caribecs, which our' maps pl2.cc on that part of Ame.: 
ric;,. which reaches from the mouth of the river Oroono~ 
qne to Gui.,na, 2..nd onw:m.!s to St. l\tiartha: he told •ncl' 
that l'P a gre~t way beyond. th:.! moon, that wa.~, beyond 
the frttinv 0f the moon, whjch muft be Vf .. from their 
coi.mtrv, t:il'r~ chvdt d1i.~c herded men, Eke me, and 
pointe~t to my grc .u whilk~rs, which I mentioned before j 
and th,!t u.cy h.,d k:llc~~ n-v.1ch nuns, tr-at \·;a:; ks \10d: 
• 1"1 r , • 1• • s •' l ,-

v \V.,lCll • unueLtox. ae m·..:n.nt tne pamarGs~ wr!o1e 
c: ut>1tic<: in /1mcri.ca had be(·n fpread ·over t".e whole 
coc< ·. :-1 i 'S, aad Vi ere reme1r:be:-eJ bv all the n,tt:.or1s from 
fa~ht:r to fon. · 

I enqui1·d if he co• . .l•.i telI me l:mv I mieht c0me frnm 
l • • {1 l 1 • (. l • O 1 ld t, 1 1s 1 ,J.il., :i..n-.: gc-t -irr:0ng t .. o.c w. 11te men; n;: to mei, 

Y cc;. vr., 1 r.1;gh go ~n t'J.O ono~; I co,1id not .mdc r., 
f~:m<l \\hat he n'c\nt bv nvo c:moe; tdl at h:.tl, \Vllh 

gnat llitiict !ty, l f..)un,l .hc nieant, tl~at it ,11.,1il be in~ 
brge ?.Ted bo.1t as bio· 2..<; t\','d c~noc_. 

T'h~ .. ~ '1 1<; p,!..rt t Fri~b.\·'s -~;1::0,,rfe t,e~ .. ~:1 :0 rc:i{h with 
!}le very weH; 'i.'l'l fro;,1 i.!1l5 tiu.· 1.:,en:crta~i::ed fon~ 
h -- ,. t'.,.,. •• : .. 1 I • ' t.: ' 

"~'1...;,J .t"'" ""' '-.1J.lC td? .. C vr OL\t.:·,,. .. :n1gnt .. ~1 r.:1 an ~-- ;,pc>r:1:-. 
.I.. ~ ft,ty 
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nity to make my efcape from this place, and that this poor favage might be a means to help me to do it. 

During the long time that Friday had no,v been with 
me·, and that he began to fpeak to me, ~nd under ibnd me, I was not wanting to lay a fom1datiL>n of 1 eligious kLow]edge in his mind; pa1 ticularly, I afl(ed him one 
time, who made him ? The poor creatme did not un­
derfiand me at al), but thought I had afkcd who was his 
father : but I took it by a110ther handle, and afked him 
·who made the fea, the· ground he walked on, and the 
hills and woods? He told me, it was one old 1., enamuckce 
that lived beyond all: he could defcribe nothing of this 
great perfon, but that he was very old; much older, he 
faid, tha-'l the fea or the land, than the moon or the 
fiars : I afked him then, if this old perfon had made all 
things why did not all things wodhip him ? He looked 
very grave, and with a perfect look of innocence faid, 
All things faid Oto him! I afked him, if the people who 
die in his country, went away any-where : he faid, yes, 
they all went to BenanT.::ckee: then I afked him, \Vhe­
ther thofe they eat up ~vent thither too ? He faid, Yes. 

From thefe things ' began to infirutl him in the know~ 
ledge of the true God. 1 told him, that the great maker 
of all things lived there, pointing up towards heaven : 
that he governs the world by the fame power and pro­
vidence by which he made it: that hewas omnipotent, 
co1Ld do eve,y thing for us; give every thing to us, take e,rery thing f, om us; and thus, by degrees I opened his 
e1 es : he lifi:encd with great attention, and received 
with p1eafure the notion of J efus Chrifi being fent to re-­
dt em l:s, and of the manner of making our prayers to 
God, and his being able to hear us, even into heaven: 
as told me one day, that 1f our God could hear us up 
beyond the fun, he mufi needs be a greater God than 
their Benamuckee, who lived but a little way off, and yet 
could not hear, till they went up to the great mountains, 
where he dwelt, to f peak to him? He faid, No, they never 
went that were young men: none went thither but the c,ld n-en; whom he called their Oowookakee, th~t is, as I 
m 1de him explain it to me, their religious, or clergy ; ~rid .:hat they went to fay O (fo he called faying prayers) 

and 

r 
\1 

l · 
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I I 



ROBIN s O 1 1 CR us OE. 205 
and then came back, and told them what Benamurkee faid: by this I obferved, that there is priefh:raft even amonvft: the mofi: blinded jgnorant Pagans in the world ; and tl~e policy of making a fecret re1igion, in order to preferve the veneration of the people to the clergy, j., not only to be found in tl)_e Roman, but perhaps among ~tll religions in the world, even among the m.'.>fi: brutifh and barbarous favages. 

I endea,~oure<l toclear 11pthisfraud to my man Friday; and told him, thac the pretence of their old men going up to the mountains to fay Oto their god Benamuckee, was a cheat ; and their bringing word from thence what he faid, was much more fo ; that if they met with any anfwcr, or fpoke with any one there, it mufr be ,vith an evil fpirit: and then J entered into a Jong difcourfe with him about the devil, the original of him, his rebellion againfr God, his enmity to man, the reafon of it, his fetting himfelf up in the dark parts of the world to be worfhipped infread of God, and as God, and the many frratagems he made ufe of, to delude mankind to their ruin ; how he had a fecret accefs to our paffions, and to our affections, to adapt his fnares fo to onr inclinations, as to canf e us even to be our own tempters, and to run upon our o,\·n defrrucl:ion by our o,vn choice. 
!found it was not fo eafy to imprint right notions .in his mind about the devil, as it was about the ,being of a God: nrture aflii1ed all my argument::; to evidence to him even the nect:Hity of a great fi : fr caufe, and over­ruling governing power, a fecret directing Provi<l~nce, and of- the equity and jufrice of paying homage to him that made us, and tLe like : but there appeared nothing of all this in the notion of an evil f pirit, of his original, his being, his nature, and above all, of his inclination to do evil, and to draw us in to do fo too: and the poor creature puzzled me once in fuch a manner, by a quef­tion merely natural and innocent, that I frarce knew ·what to fay to him. I had been talking a great deal to him of the power of God, his omnipotence, his dread­ful averfion to fin, his being a confuming fire to the workers of iniquity; how, as he had made us all, he could defi:roy us, and all the world, in a moment ; and he lifiened with great ferioufncfs to me all the while. 

After 
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After this, I had been telling him hO\v the devil wa,; 

God's enemy in the hearts of men, and ufed all his ma-­
lice and fl{ill to defeat the good dcfi.gns of Providenc.:.-, 
and to ruin the kingdom of CLrifl: in t1ie world, an~ the: 
like: \Vell, fays Friday, bet you fay, God is fo :hong, 
fo great, is he not much ihong, much might, 1.s the (!e­
vil? Yes, yes, faid I, Friday, God is il-rmwer tha11 the 

• • 0 

clevil, God is above the de,, il, and therefore we pr~ y to 
God to tread him under our feet, and en::i.ble us t0 refi.H: 
his temptations, and quench his fiery darts. But, fays he 
again, if God much {hong, much might, as the devil, 
why God not kill the devil, fo make him no-more wicked? 

1 ,vas ftrangely furprifcd at his quefiion, and after all, 
though I wa.s now an old man, yet I was but a young 
dcfwr, anJ. ill enoug;1 qualified for a cafoi!1, or a fl'l ver 
of difficulties: anLl_, at fide, I could not tdl what to fr.·:; 
fo r pretended not :.o hear him, 2.nd a<k.ed him ,vbt \c 
faid: but he was too C'1rnefl: for an anfwer to f0rget his 
qud1ion; fo t:1ar he rep" 1.kd it in the very fame brnken 
\\ords, as above. But l'lt~ tirnt: l had 1~cu\-ercd mvfdf ?. 

little, :rn :l I faic, GC'J \~ili at la:l puni fh him feve1-~ly, he 
i:, referve<l for the judgm•'Tlt, and is to b~ cafl into the 
Lottomlcfs pit, to ctwcll w1ih evcrlafl:ing fire: this did 
n-.Jt fatisfy Friday; hut he r-:turns upon me rcpe:-l.Li'lg my 
words, Rdervc at hit, me rio undcrihnd : bet wl,v not 
kill tht de\·;l nmv, 1w• t tii 1:.-••p;1t a~o? • G,t may a·: \Veli: 
-a1~ me, hi.,l I. why Gu.1 do\ ·10t kill yon ::..1H.l 1~1;, \/1en 
\\ '.' Jo wicked t:.in:;;s here .. :, ~ C'!te i-l hi111 : we L,rc pr~­
frr ::cd to re:,ncnt a,~J b"' p;;.~ ! ,'~~-rl. I le m1.:-Cs a whik at 

J. • 

this; Vi ell, v:cll, fays he, ·,•:7hty affr ~tio 11 ately, that 
w il, {, you, T, dt vil, al'. ','-.·.c!~.:d, <'-11 • f,::rv:.:, repc'nt, 
G'.)d p:i.r~lon all:. here I \' -, n,n down _., rt;n by hj1t1 tC\ 

the b-11 d-crrrec, ;ind ic wa, a tc;=rnonv ' me, ho,•: t 1
1C 

d • 

mere n0ticns of n:1tnre, t 1."nr·1: ti1<:y \V' _ ,.,. 11dc rc:1.f.. n-
ab1e cn .. atures to the knov,~cd;c C'f a G 1, ''1.__i cf ,1 ,-.ror-

• L • I • b . (' l } f111p Or 1,0m.cgc Lll!t.: to t1L /.1p1·,_:me e• ~r (d .H'L, :1S t lC 

conf~qmncc of our nature; )''t 1,rd11,, 11 ·.a cliv:nc rc­
vefation c;i.n form the know1cc:tc o!-" J< · ,, '~h·j{l, ~,,1cl of 

i · Jr·· C , r a re .. eoyp:1on p.urc 1:1.,ed t )r us: o, 1, :•· • ;_tor; or a ne1V 
coven:mt ; and of :rn int1-rcdfor ~t tL · fhol c:" G )cl"-; 
thro1·c, l f",y not1·.ing bl!~ a 1cvc~:1.ti ;, '):11 h"a.r,·n can. 
from tl~c::e in the fcul; a:1d tr.:.: tLc.:.-.. :..,.:-:· t::c Go!}::d oi 

O,l!' 
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our Lord and Saviour J cfus Chrifr, I mean the \VOrd of 
God, and the fpirit of Go 1, promiied for tLe guide and 
fantlificr of hi., people, arc the abfolutely nece!fary in­
ftrnElors of the fou'.s of nH:·1 i•1 the C1.vi.ng knowiedge of God, and the means or' 1:i.l \·,1tion. 

I therefore diverted the prcfont difcourfe between me 
and my man, ri11ng up l1a:1:"iiy, as upon fome fudclen oc­
cifion of gc,ing out; then fending him. for fomething a 
great way~off, I fcrionGy pray~d to God, that he would 
enah~e m\! to jnfrru,:l favingly this poor [wage, ailifting 
bv his Spirit the heart of the poor i~nor:mt creature to , " r<.?cei,-e the li2"ht of th1..• kno\vleJge of G0d i.n Chriit, re-~~ '--' 
conciling him to himfci.f~ a:icl wot.Id guide me to fpeak 
fo to him from the worJ of Go:J, as his confciencc 
might be conc.eive<l, his eye; opened, a.nd his foul faved: 
when he came again to me, I enter<'d into a Jong- dif­
conrfc with him ,!po1, the fubject of the rec.emption of 
man bv the Saviour of the \Vorid, an,J of the c.;.o~""trine of 
the Gofpel preached from heaven, vi:c. of the reper.t-' 
ancc ~')\V.1rds God, and fa.ith in oGr bldfed Lord Tefus: 
J then explained to him, a~ well as I could, why our 
blcffcd Rcdctmer took not on him the nature of angels, 
but the feed of Abrah::.m, and .rh:.'W for that re,"!.fon the 
fr llc:n angds had no fha1 e in the rulemption ; that he 
came only to the lofi: fhccp of the t101:fe of lfra~l, and the like. 

1 b.<l, Go<l know~, more fi.nc,r.it•; t}1:m knowlcdg-c, in 
::>JI the m-!thoJs r took for this poor ~ream re'~ in!l.-uftion; 
a 1d nn .. 11 acknowleJge, what I believe all t:1~1t n-:l upon 
the Lme principle will find, that in layir.~~ things open 
to hiin, I really informed and infl:rnEl:ell myteH~ in m2.!1y 
things that either I did not k.nmv, or h.1d ot foi:y cor,­
fi<le:-cJ berore; but which occurred 1utnrn1ly to :,1y mi11<l, 
uron 111y fouc!.ing into them, for the i.11forrn:i..tion of this 
poor fa.up-c; and- I had more affcltion in 1,1:, enquiry 
afh·r thi,1g; u:Xln thi., oc..:-:tion. than ever T foit before; r · i h ' . ·1 • ' h . r: 10 ~;1,.t \la~· er trB poor \vi u v.:retcn was t c better 1or 
me Ot no, l haJ grc:n rcd,fon to be than\ful, that e •2r 
tc e-me to me : my g!"i ·f Lt lighter upo·1 me, my 1:::­
bi.:anon p-r '· - c~rnfort,1bL: to rnc b:: 10-nd 1 e;iforc •, :1.:-ic ;,, , . when I rrl:..!_lcd, that in thi-, i',)ltt'lrv lifo which I }ud 
been conE,1 1 to, ' h;:J r.cit only b:!,..:n moved n'/fr:lf ~-o 

k,_. 
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look up to heaven, and to fee.rs: ::o the hand th:1t brought 
me thither, but was now to be m .Jean. inurnment, un­
der Providence, to fave the life, and, for aught I know, 
the foul, of a poor fa, 0 age, and brin/ b im to the t··c1e 
knowledge of religion, and of the Ci1i·iilian docb int>, 
that he might know Chrifl: Jefos, to kno'.v Y1:hom is life 
eternal ; I fay, when I refl.eB:ed upon all 6ings, a 
fecret joy ran through every part of my foul, and I fre­
quently rejoiced, that ever J was bronght to this place, 
vd1ich l had often tho'lg;ht the mofi dreadful of all af­
fliB:ions that could poilibly have befallen me. 

In tnis thankful frame I continued all the remainder 
of my time, and the converfation which employed the 
hours between Friday and me was fuch, as nnde the 
three years which we lived there together perfeB:ly and 
completely happy, if anyfuch thing as complete happi­
nefs can be found in a fublunary fl:ate: the favage was 
now a good Chrifl:ian, a mnch bett'::! r th:m I ; though I 
have reafon to hope, and blt:fs God for it, that we were 
equally penite-nt, an.-i rnmforted refiored penitents: Ke 
I,ad here the \Vord of Gou to rtad, and no farther off 
from his Spirit to infirnl'l:, that if we had been in England. 

I c>Jways applied myfeli to reading the frripture, and 
to let him know, as wdl as I coulrl, the meaning of what 
I read; and he agai!1, by his ferious enqni r ies and quef­
tiom, P-1ade me, as I faid be~ore, a rn11ch better fcholar in 
the frri pture knov:led2;e, th2 n I fuould ever have been 
by my own mere private reading: another thing 1 can­
not refrain from obftrving here alfo from experience, in 
this retired part of my life; viz. how infinite and inex­
preffible a bleffing it is, t hat the knowledge of God, and 
of the doctrine of fafration i,y Chrifi J ef1.1~, is fo pfa.inly 
laid down in the ,V ord o: God, fo eafv to be received :rnd 
underfl:ood, that as the bare reading 'th-: frripture m:lde 
me c«p::i.Ue of lmderfiandingcno11gh of my duty to carry 
me dircttly on to the great ,York of fincere repentance 
for my fins, and laying hold of a Saviour for life and 
falvation, to a fi1ted reformation in practice, :md obe-­
dience to all God's commands, and this without any 
teacher or infiruB:or (I mean, h11man) fo the plain in­
firuB:ion fufficiently ferved totheen!ightening this favage 
creature, and bringing him to be fnch a Chrifl:ian, as I 
have known few equal to him in my Jifr. As 
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As to the difputes, wranglings, ftrife, and contention, 
which have happened in the \Vorld about religion, whether 
niceties in dotl:rinef, or fchemes of church government, 
they were all perfec1:ly ufelefs to us, as, for aught I can 
yet fee, they have been to all the refr in the world; we 
had the fore guide to heaven, viz. the Word of God; 
and we had, bleffed be God, comfortable views of the 
S piri.t of God, teaching and inilruchng us by his \Vord, 
leading us into all truth, and making us both willing and 
obedient to the i11ihuEtion of his Word; and I cannot fee 
the leaft ufe th,t~ the gre:iteft knowledge of the difputed 
points in religion, which have made fuch confufi.ons in 
the world, would have been to us, if we could have ob­
tained it; but I mufi: go on \Vith the hiitorical part of 
things, and take every pa1t in its order. 

Aftet· Friday and I became more intimately acquainted, 
~nd that he could underftand almofl ali I faid to him, 
and f~eak fluently) though in broken Englifh, to me ; I 
acquainted him with my~ own 11:ory, or at leaft fo much 
of it as related to my coming into the place, how I had 
lived there, and how long; I let him into the myllcry 
(for fuch it was to him) of gunpowder and bullets, arid 
taught him how to fhoot; I gave him a knife, which he 
was wonderfully delighted with, and I made him a belt 
with a frog hanging to it, fuch as in England we wear 
hangers in; and in the frog, inftead of an hanger, I 
gave him an hatchet, which was not only as good a 
weapon in fome cafes, but much more ufeful upon many 
occafions. 

I defcribed to him the countries of Europe, and parti­
ct.larly England, which I came from ; how we lived, 
how we worfhipped God, how we behaved to one an­
other, and how we traded in {hips to all the parts of the 
world; I gave him an account of the wreck which I had 
been on board of, and fhewed him, as near as I could., 
the place where fue lay; but file was all beaten in pieces 
long before, and quite gone. 

I fhewed him the ruins of our boat, which \Ve loft when 
we efcaped, and which I could not ft ir with mv whole 
ftrength then, but was now fallen almoft all to ·pieces ; 
upon feeing this boat, Friday ilood mnfing a great while, 
and faid nothing; I afkcd hil}1 what it \Vas he iludied 

upon? 
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t IJ0:1? at btt, fays he, Me fee fu-:h ho:tt like co;ne to pbce :a rn-~· n.,!.i01~. 

J did ao·t u11d•.?rfb~d h:m ~ g-oa l while; bnt at Ian.-, 
when I bd (:X::.mind fm 1--.,i· i· .to it, I tm ierflood by 
J1im, that a bo,l!:, fuc:1 .1~ that had been, ca,r,e ,n foore 
upon the country where he li\·cd ; t:!:-.t is, as ;-e e.·plaintd 
it, \-.'as <lriv~n t:,ither hy ilrc'1s of weather: l prefrntly • • ~ , r -, n. i l b ,. 1mar::1rec, tnat 10me .t',a:.~:>De:rn J1.1p mull ,ave e~n cat 
av. ay npo11 their co~,fl:, ,'.ti1,i t'11_; bo;1~ mig:1t get loofe, :i.a,l 
urive a:ho;-e; but i\ :i.s fo dull, that 1 n v(. r onct> thou~¾t 
of men ni:1kin; efc:i;,.e fron: a wreck t:,ither, .mt!ch leis 
v.rhtn-:c ~hey .~ig},t ~omc; fo I onl:,; enqt,ired aft.:.· a de­fcrif•:i'1n of t., boat. 

.Fric1
:.v Jr:fr.,ir d the bo:.t to me well enOll'l'h ,· but • 

0 h!·ougl-.t lllt better .. ,, uaderlb.nd hrn1, wl en he ad,Jed, 
n--ith fcmc ,v;,:-mth, "\Ve favc ~h .. • w:1i~e mms from drown: 
Tl:c; I .::·r,·fe.::1:1\·a~".:.eJh:r!',1,·a1e::.:1v 0 re ·-ur:whit mans, " ~... , . ; • • .. r • ,. ., -a!; i!.e c·aL~u t11~m, 111 tJ:~ :.>o:it : Y cs, he 1,ua~ the b(,at foll 
of white mws : .l a!k.:"d him, how ;,1any? he told upon 
his finger~ frv~ntc:::1:: I dkecl hin: then, 1vhat bccam~· of· 
them? h•~' told me, Tht:y live, they dwdl at my n:u:ioc1. 

This put new though:~ i1:to my head aga·n; for I 
prefentry .imagined, tkt thcfe miiht be the men bclong­
i.ng to the Jbi p th:t~ wa · c.1!l 2.way in fight of my ifbnd, 
as .I new,- call it; ~nd who, afrt:r the fhip w::.3- flrnck on 
the rock, ancl they fa.IV her ir!e\ it:tb!y loft, I1?.d faved 
themfrlvcs in their boat, and were landed upon th.:it 
wild 11 ore .1m:mg the favarres. ~ 

Upon rhis l enqni:--=c or'hi.m 1:-ic :-e cri,;nlly, wh:tt ,vas 
h..!com~ of t:,c:n; he affurecl me they 1iv~u ft ll ~hl;re, 
1h:lt they h-1.d been the:·e .'.1.bou~ f ~ur years, th2.t tlie f.-nag•~s Jet- t1. ,,1n· -.1·0,.,"' "11~ ,,,,,., •• ;,,, ... ,, •·1·,.tu11 s to 1·;\'t' · I 'ir. ·d ... 1.1. - C'l. - - ...,,, ... ,. 0 ..... \. ........ .... ~ ..... .... .. • " •• " 
lnm, how it c:ime to p.d~; ti.e1 did nut kill them, and 
cat th.:-m? IL.: faid, ro, they 111?.ke hrot.!CT with them: 
that is, ~ - I unde:-!lood him; a true.:: and then l:t: ~ !<l­
ed, Thi:>y c~~ no m.111-; but when m.1~e the war £,;;ht : 
that is to fay, 'thev never cat arw men, but fuch ac; come 
to tight witli the1~, and are taken in batt!e. 

It \Va'l 2.frer thic:, fome confideraLie time, that being 
on the top of the hill, at th"' e2.tl: fide of the iO 111d, 
from whence, a:; I have faid, I h 1d in a clc:i..r day d:fc,)­
verd the ma.in or continent of :\ml;'rica; Fritlav, the W" :-

. the:· 
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h . . r • • "1 , . .J tt. t er ocmg very 1ere:1e. ,OJ ~s very earnei'rty ,O',\ J.rus ue 
main !and, a:d in :.1. kind of ti.,rnrizc fall~ ,t junoing and 
d:!ncin!!, and ells out to me, for I was at t,ir; diftancc 
fro;n J{im ; I afk.e<l him wh:::.t w~l'> the 1-:.:ute;:- ! 0 ioy ! 
fay~ he, 0 gh<l ! ther-~ fee my country, thrrc my nation! 

I obfo!·ved an extraordin.tr) 11.!nf~ of pl.,af,~re appeared 
••. ,- .,. - •1,J dl' rn ns ra~e, amt .r.1s eyes ip·1rl.:;, C•J, ar: .11:. count-.!n:rnce 
ditcovercd a ftr::.nge eager~ef~, :15 if he h:t\l a mind to 
bl! in his ov-:n country ag,:i.u; and this 0L("n::1tion of 
m~n::! put a great manv thoua11t5 into me, \l,h;ch made 
me at firll not fo c:>.[v ,11>nu~ mv new nun .?ricay, as 
I ,, :s before; :m~ I 1"t1ade no do{1bt, but t!ut if F;i<lay 
could g<.:: b:lc:- to his own n:ttion ag'.lin, le wonld not 
only forg -~ ail his rc1igi<'n, but all his obligati.ons to 
me; a1: i woulJ be fc,r,,·:i.rd cnouo-h to Q"ive !,is rnuntrv-

0 O . 

in 1~ a·~ ac0,.m~ t'[. me, a .. d come b.tc!(, prrhaps with 
an h-nnd., 1.:.l. or two of t\em, a'1,l rnak,~ ,t fr:a 1.l: up-m me, 
at w!ii.ci1 !!<' 1~,ight be as merry as he ufc<l to be with thofe 
of his eaemic", whe:1 they were taken in \·:.1r. 

But I wro11g-ed the poor honeft crcat:.1r · v~ry much, 
for vd1ich I w.,5 very forry aftenv.u·ds: however, as my 
jealoufy incrcafod, a·d hdl me fame ,vcl'k", I v.-as a 
little more ::i.rcumf p~~t, and not fo farnilin.r and kind to 
him as before; in which I \i'ils ccrt;i.1.n1y in the wrong 
too, the hvneH: gr.'.tei"ul creature having no thought 
aoont it, bm wh2.t co:1fi.4leJ of t~1e befl: prinriples, both 
as a r ·lig-ious Chrifti:rn, and as a grateful friend, as ap­
pcarL ~ .ifter,varc!;; to ~ny foil fatisfad:io:1. 

\Viiilll my jealo.1fy of him l.t0-cd. you may hr· fore I w:i.s 
c, er_; Jay pua1ping him to fee if he woulJ lli1covcr any 
oi th•~ n ·w t!10·1ghts, w\ich I fuip .:tcd \VC!re in him; but 
1 fou·-.d cv · ·y thi:ig he faid w:i.s fo honeH:, and fo innocent, 
t11at r c~u· l find uot: i 1g to nourilh my fufoicion: and, 
in fpitc of ?.11 my uncafit~ci"~, he m:ide me at t"fl entirely 
1 isow.1 ai,ti11; nor did he i,1 the le,dt pcrccive, t 1

l'1t 1 \\·1~ 
uneafy; a.d therefore I couJ l not fofo~tt hi:!1. of d·.::ceit. 

01~c d:1y, w;tlking up tht! fam~ hill, liut t11c wea­
ther bein?; hazv .li: foa, fo th.it we could no·.: icl! ~he 
cor,tin-..r:., I called to hi.m, and faid, Friday, do 11ot 
you wi!'h yourfeif in your own countq', vo,11: own na­
t"on? Yes, he fai~l, lb_ m-..1c'1 0 glad to·h.: 3.~ my own 
na~io:,. \Vh.~t would yon do tl ere I faid I ; would you 

t\!:n 
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turn wild again, eat mens flefh again, and be a f..wage 
as you were before ? He looked foll of concern, and, 
fhaking his head, faid, No, no, FYiday tell them to fo,e 
good, tell them to pray God, tell them to eat corn-brt:ad, 
cattle-fleih, milk, no eat man again. \VJ7 then, faid I to 
J1im, they will kill you; he looked grave at that, and then 
faid, No, they no kill me, they willing love learn; he 
meant by this, they would be willing to learn; he added, 
they learned much of the bearded mens that came in t:1e 
boat ; then I afke- him, if he would go back to them ? 
He f rniled at that, and told me he could not ii.vim fo far ; 
I told him I \,'ould make a c:moe for him; he told me 
he would go, if I would go with bim. I go ! faid I, 
why they ,vjll cat me if I come there; No, r:-o, fays he, 
me make them no eat you, me ma.,ze they much love you; 
he meant he would tell them how I had kilkd his ene­
mies and faved his life, and fo he ,vou1d makel them 
love me; then he told me as well as he could, how kind 
they were to feventeen white men, or b~arded men, as 
he called them, who came on ihore in difrrcfs. 

From this time, I confefs, I had a mind to venture 
over, and fee if I could pof b!y join ,vith thefe b~ ar..l.:J 
men, \\/ho, I made no doubt, were Spani:m-ls or Portu­
guefe; not doubting but, if I could, ,vc might find fome 
method to efcape from thence, being ur on the conti­
nent, and a good company togcthe 1· , b.:.:tter than I could 
from an ifland forty miles off the fhore. and alone with­
out help; fo, after fame days, I took Fri,hy to work 
again, by way of d;fcourfe; and told h:m, I would give 
him a boat to go b:i.ck to his own nation ; and accord­
ingly I carried him to my frigate, which lay on the othc_>r 
fide of the ifhnd; and having cleared it of water (for I 
ahvays kept it funk in the water) I brought it out, fhewed 
it him, and we both went into it. 

I found he was a molt dt>xtrous fellow at managiag 
fr, would make it go alrnoft as faifr and faft again as I 
could ; fo when he was in, I faid to him, W e!l, now 
Friday, 111:111 ,ve go to your nation? H~ looked very 
dull at my faying fo, which, it fr ems, was bcc,rnfe he 
thought the boat 'too fnrnll to go fo fi1r; I told him then 
I had a bigger; fo the next day, l we m to :.he p!: ::e 
where the fo-ft boat lay which I had made., bi..t which r 

. CJd.i 
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I coulJ. not get into the water; he fa.id that was big 
e 10ugh; but then, as I had taken no care of it, and it 
had lain two or t~1ree and twenty years there, the fun 
had f plit and dryed it, that it was in a manner rotten. 
Friday told me, fuch a boat v.;ould do very well, and 
,vould carry ' much enough vittle, drink, bread,' that 
\.\'as his way of talking. 

U pan the whole, I was by this time fo.fixed upon my 
dcf:gn of going over with him to the continent, that I 
told him we would go and make one as big as that, and 
he ihould go home in it. He anfwered not one word, 
but looked very grave and fad. I afked him what was 
the m:itter with him. He a.lked me again, thus, Why you 
angry mad with Friday? what me done? I afk.ed him 
what he meant; I told him I was not angry with him at 
all.: No angry! no angry! fays he, repeating the words 
!"everaJ timeE, \Vhy fend Fric:Ly home a\.vay to my na­
tion? Vvhy, :faid I, Friday, did you not fay you wifhed 
y,nl \'. e, e there.? Yes, yes, fays he, \vifh be both there, no 
w i;11 F rjday there, no mafrer there. In a word, he 
v.rould r:ot think of goi11g there without me. I go there, 
Friday! faid I, what fhould I do there? He turned very 
quick upon me at this; You qo great deal much good, 
fays he, you tea.ch wild mans be good, fober, tame mans; 
you tell them know God, pray God, and live new life . 
. Abs, Fri<lay, faid I, thou knoweft not what thou fayefl:; 
I am but an ignorant man myfclf. Yes, yes, fays he, 
you teechee me good, you teeche them good. No, no, 
Friday, faid I, you fhall go \Vithout me; leave me here 
!o live by my[elf, as I did before. He looked confufed 
again at that word, and running to one of the hatchets 
which he ufed to wear, he takes it up haftily, and gives 
h me. \Vhat mufl: I <lo with this? faid I to him ; you 
take kill Frid~y, fays he. What rnuft I kill you for? 
faid I again. He returns very quick, What you fend 
7riday away for? Take kill Friday, no fend Friday 
away. This he fpoke fo earneiHy, that I faw tears 
.!l:and in his eyes. In a word, I fo plainly difcovered 
the ut111o~l: affection in him to me, a'1d a firm refolu" 
tion in him, that I told him then, and often afte .. , that 
i would never fend him away from me, if he was willing 
to ftay with me. 

Upon 
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Upon ~ne whole, as I found bv all his difcou,[e, a 

fe.ttled afFeB:ion to me, _3-nd that ncthing fhould pa. t 
bm from me, fo I found all t!1e founda~ion of hi~ cie­
f,e to go to hi: ow,:i country, \Vas hid in his ardent af"­
fecrion to the people, and his hopes cf my doing them 
good; a thing-, v:hich as I had no notion of myfcH~ fo 
I h2.d not the leaft thoug-ht, or intention, or defire of un­
dertaking it: but frill f found a 11:rong incli•1i1tion to my 
attempting an efcape, as ?.bove, founded on the fuppofi­
tion gathered from the former di.from fe; viz. tkt there 
were fcventeen bearded men there; :o.:1cl therefo~e, \Vith­
out any delay, I went to work with Friday, to find out 
a great tree proper to foll, and make a large pcriagua 
or canoe, to undertake the vop.ge: there were trees 
enough in the ifland to have built a little fleet, not of 
periaguas and canoes only, but even of good 1::i.rge wf ... 
fels; but the main thing I looked at, \Vas to get one fo 
near the w.1.ter, that we might launch it when it was 
made, to avoid. the rniO:ake I committed :1.t finl:-. 

At bit, Frid2.y p;tchcd upon a tree; for I founJ he 
knew much better than I, wh:1.t k1nd of wood was fitteit: 
for it; nor can I tell to this d2.v, ,·:hat wood to call the 
tree we cnt down, except that ~t was vc1 y like the tree 
we call fofiick:, or Letween th:1t and the ::'.';icaragua 
wood, for ic was much of the fame colour i1.nd fo\cll : 
Friday was for burning the hollow or cavity of t~1is 
tr~e out, to make it into a bo:1.t: but I fhewcd him how 
r.1ther to cut it out with tools, which af::~r I foewcll him 
how to ufe, he did verv hanJiiv, and in about a mont11's 
hard hbour ,ve finifi{ed it, ~ml n-,adc it ..-ery h::ind­
fome, efrccially when ·.vith our :i..,:es, wh:.ch l fhc,ved 
ri.im hov/ to ha~dlc', we. en~ anJ hewd the outfde into 
the true fh:tpe of a boat; after rh·s, hov.e,·cr, it cofi us 
near a fortr.~ght's time to get L~r abng, as it were iP.ch 
by inch, upon great roll ;rs into the ,vater: b..it when 
\Le w:1.s ir., fhc would h:i.vc c.irric ' twenty men with 
gre;it eafc. 

Whc-n fhc w:i.s in the water, and though ilie \·;2.s fo big, 
it amazed me to r~e with \-::hat dextcritv and how f.vift 
my man Friday coulJ m:1'1.1.ge her, tmi1 he.-, and pacl­
<lle her a cn5 ; fo I afkcd hitn if he wo.:l<l, and it we· 
might venturt c, er in her; Yes, he faid, he ,·entt re o,,~r 

m 
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in her verv well, thougl1 great blow wind: howe,·cr, I had 
a tarth-:!r ~lefign that he kncrv noth·ng oF, 3.1vl that was 
to ra:ike a n11il and fail, and to fit her with ~n anc11or 
anJ. cable: :is to a maft, th:i.t \Vas eai:1 cnongh to get ; fo I pitched upon a fh·ait young cedar-tree, which I 
found near the place, and w½1cn there ,,·as a gre,u p!cnty 
of in the i1hnu : 2nd I fet Fridav to work to cut it down, ;;.nd g,we him cirechons hO\{, to {hape and order 
it : but as to die fail, that w:1s my p:1rticubr c:ire ; 
I knew I h~ld old fails, or rather pieces of old fa~ls 
enouo-h, · but as I had them now twenty-fl\'. YC:!rs by b 

, • • me, and had not been very careful to prcfon c them, 
not im,1gining that I ibould ever have this kind of ufe 
for them, I did not doubt but they were all rotten ; and 
iadeed moft of them were fo; howe,:er, I found two 
pieces which appeared pretty good~ and with thefe I 
went to work, and with a great de'11 of pains, and auk­
\V3.rd tedious :'.titc"ling (you may be fore) for want of 
needles, I at !e1~gd1 made a three-cornered ugly thing, 
like what we c~'l in Engbnd a fhou!dcr of mutton fail, 
to go with a boom at bottom, an<l a little fhort fprit ac 
t

1

1e top, foch as u:u:il!y our f.:-.ips long-boats fail with, and 
fuch as I heft kricw how to manage ; bcc~1ufe it was f uch 
a one as I ufccl in (:.e boat in which I made my cfcapc from Barbary, as rcla.ted in the fall: part of my .ftory. 

I W?'i near t•,vo months perfo~ming thic; hd work; 
viz. rigging ,md fatir.g my mall :lnd tt=1s; frJr I fi-lifhed tli m Yen• comt·!ete, ndr:no- a fina1l ibv, and~ fdi or . ., ... 0 ,; fore:ajl to i:-, to a1fal-, if v:e fhou~d ttirn to windw.1rd : :.1~2, which wa~ more than .ill, l f.xe,1 a rudJer to th~ 

fl-t:!' n of!-.( r, to Heer with ; ?.•1d thoug-h I ·.•1:1. c; :;ut 2. bung-­li,1g fhip\V}' ~~ht, yet as l knew tile ufottilnefs, and C\ ~n 
neceifoy of foch cl thing, I ;,prlicd niyfdf wit!l fo 1m:ch 
pains to <lo it, that at i,11' I broug11t it to p:1.f-,, tho'. ronfidcring tie many d.u.l contr;v?.nv.:~ } lw: fur it th:,.t fai! ... d, I .thi11~ it c0ft me ,.!!:101t a-, In!lch labour as ma!..:ing the boat. 

A '"ter all ti' ·s w-~., dope, I had 1r.y rn.~:1 Friday to 
tt:'ach .1 to,/ ~ hd0n!l"::d to t:.c navig·ltiun t1f 1,~· boat; • t. , k o , . tcr tl'o' .. c • 1 w \-ery \v' 11 ho\·; to p:Li ~k t!lc c~.n,)e, he k·.ew .. ,otliing w·1;,.i- bdongcc tJ a f.;l and a rudder, 
o.nd \Jr .l!, ti1c n.oi~ amazed 'v,, 11c!1 l1c ia v m..: •, ..);k tne 

bod.t: 
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boat to-and-again in the fea by the rudder, and how the 
fail gybed, and fil!ed this way or that way, as the courle 
we failed changed; I fay, when he faw this, he frood 
like ore afl:oniihed and ?.mazed: h0iveve1·, with a little 
ufe, I made all thefe things familiar to him, and he be­
came an expert failor, except that as to the compafs, I 
could make him under1hnd verv little of that: on the 
other hanc-1, as there \\ as yery little cloudy wcatner, and 
feldom or never any fogs in thofe parts, there was the 
lefs occ;:fion for a compafs, feeing the !tars were always 
to be feen by night, and the fhore by day, except in 
the rainv fcafons; and then nobody cared to fiir abroad, 
either b)' land or fea. · 

I was now entered on the ftnn and tiventieth year of 
my captivity in this place; though the three Iaff y~ars 
that I had th!s crcatu:-e with me, ought r;i,ther to be 
left out of the account, my habitation being quite of 
another kind than in all the reil of my time. I kept 
the anniverfary of my 1.-,nding here ,., ith the fame thank­
falnefs to God :or hi, mercies as at firlr; and if I had fuch 
caufe of acknowledgment at firft, I haa much more fo 
nO\v, having fuch additional teftimonies of the care of 
Providence over me, and the great hopes I had of being 
effeclual'y arid fpeedily delivered; for T had an invincible 
irnpreffion upon my thoughts, that my deliverance was 
at hand, and that I fnould not be another year in this 
pbce: however, I ,vent on with my hufbandry, digging, 
planting, fencirg, as ufual; I gathered and cured my 
grapes, and did every neccffa.ry thing, as before. 

The rainv feafon was in the mean time upon me, 
when I kept more ,vithin doors than at other times; 
fo I had frowed our new vefiel as fecure as we could, 
bringing her up into the creek, where, as I faid in 
the beginning, I landed my r.1fts from the fnip; and 
haling her up to the fhore, at hi.~h-water rna:k, I 
made my man Friday dig a little dock, jufl: big enough 
for her to float in; and then when the tide ,vas out, 
we made a {hong dam acrofs the end of it, to keep 
tl.e water out; and fo !he lay dry, as to the tid~, 
from the fo~ ; and to keep the rain off, v.:e laid a great 

.any boughs of trees fo thick, that H1e was as well 
thatched 

t. 
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tha .. ci1cd as an houfo; and thus we waited for the months 
of November and December, in which I de!igned to 
make my ad\·enture. 

\Vhen the frttled fcafon began to come in, as the 
thought of my defign returned with the fair weather, 
I was prep:i.ring daily for the voyage; and the fail: thing 
I <lid was to iay up a certain quantity of provilion, being 
tl~e fl:ore for the voyage ; and intended in a week or a. 
furtnight's tin-:e, to op-:!n the do~k, and launch out our 
boat; I was bufy one morning •pon fomething of this 
kind, -.vhen I called to Friday, ~nd bid him go tu the fea­
ihorc, and fee if he could find a turtle or tortoifr, a thing 
which 'NC generally got once a week, for the fake of the 
egg~, as \.':ell as the i1efh. Friday had not been long gone, 
when he e;1me running back, and flew over my outward 
wall, or fence, like one that felt net the ground, or the 
ikps he fet his feet on; and before I had ti:ne to fpcak 
to him, he cried out to me, 0 m1fier ! 0 maP-er ! 0 for­
rv\·: ! 0 bad! \Vh:1t's the rn2.tt< r, Frid:>y? faiJ 1 ; 0 yon­
der there, fays he, on~, two, three, c:1..noe ! on,,, two, 
three! By this way cf ipeaking l co1,cluJ~d there w,re 
iix: but 0n er-quiry I found ti.ere \r.·cre but three. \VeU 
Friday, faii I, do not!.r fright~cl; fo I hca:·tcned him up 
:ls we11 as I could: HowcYlr, l C:.w tl1e p,)Or fellow molt 
t12rribh· f .1red; for nothir.r,· ran in hi~ h-"::d but th,1t t>-..v • 0 • were coml! to loo·~ fer him, ;inJ w0dd cut l1in: in p'., ce.,, 
~nd eat hirl".; th:: poor frtiow trcrn~11",1 fo, th,tt l !C'l!'Cf! 
knew wlut to do w:th hir:1: l cornfoncJ ~im :1c; ·,v"!1l ;,_,; 
l could, anJ tnlJ Jiim I w:1s ia :1s muc\1 d:11•11",;::·? · he, 
a., d t! 1:1t tht y would c.1t rnc as ~··ell ac; him, B.1t, fr<l J, 
Friday, w,~ nut!: refolvc to fi;:r·ht thtT1 : C:tn vo\1 fight, 
Fricb.·' !' l\Ie i1 cot, fay.:, hr, f.'nt there CC'ill" n';ll1}' ,-.·re.Lt " : ,-:'> naml1cr. No 111.ttter tor th:Jt, faicl l :1.g·li-1, our guns 
,~·111 frigLt t 1em that we Jo not k:11. So l afl~,.;d h:m. 
,·heth~r, if l r"f< lvcd t,) •Lfin. ~ J,i'TI, l.e w1.. ul: Uf ff '1d 

1:1r, an.l i!:ar,d by J11P, a1;d do j ul;.:: ') I b,iJ h.:.;:1. fI,. r ti i, 
]\Ie die, ,·.rhen you bid ere::, n"'!a!lcr; fo I W"tt a•1<l frtc!~e.1 
a good dram of ru 1n, .tlid zavc him ; for I h:~d beer, fo 
t.ood an hurJand of n-y rum: that I hnd i! r:-~,1t ,fra1 l-ft: 
\V!1en he ha .. l drar.k it, I m1.de ~ im takr> the two fowl­
ing pieces wl,ic:1 w~ alway c.r:r,t ,1, ar\l lc 1d • 1!<.:'1 \, itrt 
lartTe fwan fL,n :1s big as a fou1i p· !:ol-bu1:tt~; then.[ took 
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four rnufquets, and loaded them with two !lugs, and five 
fmall bullets each; and my t·,vo pifi:ols I loaded with a 
brace of bullets each : I hllng my great f word, as ufual, 
naked by my fide, and gave Friday his hatrhet. 

'\,\Then I had thus prepared myfelf, I took my pcrf pee• 
tive-glafs, and went up to the fide of the hill, to fee 
what I could difcover; and 1 found quickly, by my 
glafs, that there were one and twenty favages, three 
prifoners, and three cano...:s; and that their whole bu­
finefs feemed to be the triumphant banquet upon tbefe 
three human bodies; a barbarous feafr indeed, but no­
thing more than as I had obferved was ufual witn them. 

I obferveq a1fo, that they were landed, not where they 
had done when Friday made his efcape, but nearer to my 
creek, where the 1hore was lo,,,, and where a thirk wood 
came dofe alrnoft down to the fea: this, with the ab­
horrence of the inhuman errand thefe ·wretches rnme 
about, fo filled me ,Yith indignation, that I rame 
clown again to Friday, and told him, I was-refolvd to go 
down to them, and kill them all; and a{kcd him if he 
woulcf ftand by me. He was now gotten over his fright, 
ami his fpirits being a little raifed i.\1th the dram I had 
given him, he was very chtarfol; and told me, as be­
fore, he would die when I bid die. 

In this fit of fury, I took fofi: :1nd di"ided the arms 
which I had charged, as before, between us: I gave Fri­
<l:iy one piftol to ftick in his girdle, and three guns 11pon 
his -fhoulder ; and I took one piftol, a:nd the other three, 
rnyfelf; and in this pofture we marched out; I took a 
fmail bottle of mm in my porket, and gave Friday a 
large bag with more pov.'der and bullet ; and as to or­
ders, I charged him to keep clofe behind me, and not to 
Hir, !hoot, or do any thing till I bid him ; and in the 
mean time, not to !peak a word : in this 1,ofl:ure I fetched 

a compafs to my right han<l of near :i mile, as well to 
get over the creek 2s to get into the wood; fo th:H I 
mio-ht come within 1";.10t of them before 1 could be dif-

.::. 
covered, whirh I harl feen by my glafa it was ea(y to do. 

\Vhile I was m2.king this nnrch, my fo,·mer thour,bts 
returning, I rega11 to abate re., · refolution; I do not me'.::i, 

that I entert1.i,1ed any fear of their number i, fo ,· as thc_;r 
\Vere naked, una .. med \\.'fetches, 'ti~ ce1 tain I wasfuperio:-

to 

.. , 
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to them; nay, though I had been alone: But it occurred 
to my thoucrhts, what call, what occafion, much leis, 
what neceffity, I \Vas in to go and dip my hands in blood, 
to attack people,\\ ho had neither done or intended me any 
v.Tolw, who as to me, were innoct>nt, and whofe barba­
rous c;fioms were their own difafier, being in them a 
token indeed of God's having left them, with the other 
nations of that part of the \\·orld, to fuch fl:upidity and 

. to furh inhuman courfes; but did not call me to take 
upon me to be a judge of their a&ions, much lefa an exe­
curioner of his jufiice; that ,vhenever he thought fit, he 
"i.V011!J take the caufe into his own hands, and by natio­
nal ver.geance p1mifh them for national crimes; but that 
in the mean time, it was none of my bnfrnefs: That it 
was true, Friday mightjufi:ify it, becaufe he wasadedared 
enemy, and in a frate of war with thofe ve1y particular 
people, and it was lawful for him to attack them; but I 
co 1.Ild not fay the fame with refpet1: to me: Thefe things 

,, were fo w.trmly preiTed upon my thoughts all the ,:vay 
as I went, thc>.t I refolved I would only go place myfelf 
near them, that I might obferve their lnrbaroll5 fe:1fi, 
and that I would att then as God ihould direct; but that 
unlefs fo111ething offered that v,as more a call to me than 
yet I knew of, I \rnuld not meddle with them. 

·n-ith this rcfolution I ente: ed the wood, and with 
dl poffible \\·a rinefs and filen: e (Friday following c'lofe 
~t my heeb), I marched till I ca:nt to the !ki:·t of the 
·wood, on the fide which was next to them ; only that 
one corner of the wood Jay bet,veen me a vt t:\un : 
I-fore I ralled foftly to Friday, and fhewi11g hirn a grr.at 
tree, which was juft at the corner of the wood, I bade 
him go to the tree, and bring me wor<l if he could fee 
:here p_binly what they were doing. He did fo, and came 
1mn.1edia:ely back to me, and told me they might be pla.in­
ly v1cwea thi..:re; that they w.:re aJl about the fire, eating 
the fldh of one of their prifoner:; ; and that another lay 
bound upon the fand, a little from th.cm, whom he faid 
they would kill next, and which fired the ,·ery foul within 
me. He told me, it was not one of their natio·n, but or:e of 
the ho::irded men whom he had told me of, who cam~ to 
th{:ir country in the boat. I \\·as fiilc i with horror rtr the 
very naming the white-bea r'.ec\ n1an, :rnd, <roino- t J the 
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tree, I fa-.v plainly, by r,1y gl.1fs, a white ma~, ·who lay 
upon the beach of t!1e fea, with his hand and hi~ fe-.'t 
tied with flags, or things like rufr.cs ; and that he was 
arr Euroeear, and had cioiJ1es or:. 

There was another tree, a11<l a little thicket beyond 
it, :::bout fifty yardi nearer to them than the place where 
I was, which, by going a fotly way about, l faw I might 
come at undifco·:t:r vd, a:i.d t;,at 'then l foould be within 
half ibot of them ; fo I v..-ith-held my paffion, tho' J w:i.s 
indeed. enraged to t11e higheft degr.ee ; and going b;, .. ck 
aoout ::wenty paci=s, 1 get behind fomc bullies, which 
held all the \vay till I came to the other tree, and then I 
came to a little riiing ground, which gave me a full view 
of them, at the difhrnce of about eigl1ty yards. 

I had now not a moment to lofe ; foi· ninet:.:cn of the 
·dreadful wretches,- fat upon the ground all cluie huddled 
togettcr, and }fad jufr fent the other two to butcher the 
poor Chriil:ian, ar~d bting him perhaps iirnb by limb, to 

. their fire; ar.d they were ftoopcd down ~o untie the bands 
at his feet. I turned to Friday: 1~ow, Fri ay, faid I, do 
as I bid thee. Friday faid, he would. Thcr., Fri<lav, faid I, 
2o cx:1tlly ,:s you f(/e me do; fail in nothing. So I fl':: down 
one of the nrnfiiuets an<l the fowling-pi,.._ce upon t!1e 
g1c.u11d, and FriJay did the like by hi:;; a:1d with ti:e other 
rnuf quct J took my aim at the J~wages, bi<lJ.ing him do 
the Eke. Then a:J...i, t' him if he wa:; n.:;1.d·:, he fa.id, Yee. 
Thrn fire at them, [;,id 

1

l; and the fame mon;ent I f:rcdalfo. 
Fr:d;,,v took his ai.:-n fo much better than I, th.ton tl:e 

f:,l ,; tLac· l1e il:o::, he kiiled two of them, :md v:cunded 
t!,i ec more; an<l on L'Y {ide, l idled one, and wounded 
two. They we re, you 'rnav be furc, in a dn .. adful confter­
_r:1ticn ; a~1J a]l o{ ·'en, \~•ho v.erc not hurt. ju npcd up 
u;~on their feet ikmediate1y, but cid not know which way 
to run, or which "· ~n- to look ; for the\' k:'cw not :r◊m 
\\ hrnce their deftrucl:io:1 cm~c. F ric~·ay Kt pt lli~ { yes 
cloL· ,1pon r.1c, that :.:s I h.,..: bi,i h::.1, he mio-h d ferve 
v/~<i.t l did; fo ~s fcon ;:s the firil foot'.va~ m:!.ltt', I th1::w 
dnwa the ~)ie::e, ai.J took ,:o t 11e fi,wlino--pi,·.::>.. and 

~ .. :, 
F:,~C;1y -iid the like: he frcs m · ce,c:., a~~d p1 ,·fem; he 
diJ t:.c fan.e 1,:,-air1. Are ·:.:ureid\·,1-ri.:.n? 1:.i l r. Y<..5, 

• ,_.... t _,,. ,. • ., ' " "I 

fa:;3 nc, L vt 11y tll n, !atJ. 1, 111 toe n;lr.1 of (_ r : ; a·Hi 
v:ith th;;t I f.rcd ~<• a::-i a:?!On',. ti.c .:1.1.1ztd v:-et•~;.c.3, a•d b o 
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fo d.~d f rirb y, and as our pieces were now lo:den v.,r-ith 
w:-ic1.t l called fwan-fho.:, or Cnall pi!lol bullets, we found 
only two drop ; bnt fo many were \vou;1ded, that they 
r:111 about ydling and fcrc'1ming like mad creatt.:res, all ... 
hloodv a:-il mifcrablv wounded, moft of them; whereot 
three ~ore fell quickly aftei·, t 11ough net quite dead. 

Now, Friday, faid I, laying dov.-n the difcharged pieces·~ 
and taking up the muiquct, which was yet loaden, fo!low 
me, faid I; which he did, with a deal of courage; up~n 
which I ru!hed out of the wood, and ihewed rnyfelf, and· 
Friday clofe at my foot: As foon as I perceived they fa,v 
m~, I l110uted as loud as I could., an.cl bzde Friday do fo 
too; a~d run nine- as faft as I could, which b·1 the i,ay wa>-· 
not very faft, being loaded with arms as I v✓-as, I made di­
rea-Iy to\vards the poor victim, who was, as 1 faid, lying­
upon the be1ch, or !hare, bet.veen the place where the_,; 
fat and the fe1.; the two butchers, who were ju!t going ,n 
work wirh him, had left him, at the furprife of our fir:i 
fire, and fled in ?. terrible fright to the fea-frde, and h,d. 
jumped into a canoe, and three more of the refl: made th'.! 
fame w,:iy: I turned to Friday, and bade himfi:ep forwards, 
and ffre at them ; he undcrfiood me immediately, and 
running about forty yards to be near them, he ·fhot at 
them, as I thought he had kille<l them all; for I faw 
them aii fall 0:1 an heap into the boat ; though I faw 
two of them up again quickly : However, he killed tv.;o 
of them, and ,vu:m·1ed the tl1ir<l, fo th:lt he lay dc.wn in 
the hottom of the bo;.i.t, a; if he h:td be.en de:-td. 

\Vhilc my man Friday fired at them, I pulled out my 
knife, and c::t the flags tii:lt bound the poor victim; a:1d 
loofin~ his hand> an<l fret I lifted him np, ?.nd a:k.ed him 
in the Portuguefr tongue, what he was? He 2.nf,,,cered 
in ] ,atin, Chrifiianus; but was fo weak and. fa:nt, th'i.t 
he cr.,uld fca.rce fiand, or f peak ; I took my bottle out of 
my pocktt, and gav.! it him, P1:1king figns that Pf' {hould. 
drink, which he did ; and I g;>..vc him a pi12ce of bre-1.d, 
which he eat; then l ani{ed him, whc1.t countrym:m he 
was ? and he faid, E(1)a()nole ; and, being a littie re-c . 
covered, let me know, by all the figns he could pofiibly 
make, how much he was in debt for his deliverance; 
Seignior, faid l, with as much Soaniih as I could 
m.!ki; up, we will t::dk aftcrn-ards, but we mufi: fight 

K 3 now; 



22z A D V E N T U R E S O F 
now: If yon h'.'.ve any ftrength left, take this pifiol and 

' fword and lay about you. He took them very thank­
fully, and no fooner had he the arms in his hands, but 
as if they ha_d put new vigour into him, he flew upon his 
·~urd~rers like a fury, and ~ad cut two of them in pieces 
In an mftant; for the truth 1s, as the whole was a furprife 
to therr, fothe poor creatnres were fo much frio-hted with 
the noife of o-...1r picres, that they fell do,vnb for mere 
amaument3ndfear,and had no morepo\\·ertoattempt 
th(·ir o·.vn efcape, than their fle:fh had to refift our ihot; 
and th~t ,vas the cafe of thofe five that Fridav ihot in 
the boat; for as three of them fell \rith the l~urt they 
received, fo the other two frJl with the fright. 

I kept my piece in my hand ftilJ, withollt firing, being 
willing to keep my charge ready, becal1fe 1 had given the 
Spaniard my piftol and fword; fo I called to Friday, and 
l>ade him run up to the tree from \\·hence we fii ft fired, 
.ind frtch the arms "hich lay there, that had been dif. 
charged, v.:hich he did ·with great fwiftnefs; and then 
iiving him my mufquet, J fat down myfrlf to load all the 
nftagain, and hade thtmcrmetomewhen they wanted: 
·vihile I ~1:as loading thefe pieet·s, there happened a fierce , 
tngage.ment between the Spaniard and one of the f.wages, 
who made at him with one of their great wooden fwords, 
the fame weapon that was to have killed him before, if I 
had not prevented it. The Spani rd, who was as bold 
and ss bwve as could be imagined, tho' weak, had fought 
this Indian a good v:hile, and had cut him t,Yo great 
wouads on his head; but the favage, being a fiollt lufry 
frllow, dding in with him, had thrown him down 
(b ing faint) and was wringing my fword out of his 
h-md, when the Sp::miard, tho'undcrrnofi, wifely quitting 
his fwcrd, drew the pifiol from his girdle, ihot the favage 
through the ho<ly, and killed him upon the fpot, _before 
1, who was runnin'.,; to help, coukl come near him. 

Friday, being now left at his liberty, purfucdthefiying 
wretches ,vith no weapon in his hand but his hatchet; 
:md " ·ith that he difpatched thofr three, who~ as I fa.id 
before, were wounded at fidt and fallen, and all the n H 
he could come up with; and the Sp·rniar<l _comi:1g to 
m1.; for a gun, l gave hirn one of the fo,vl1ng p1ctts, 
,\ i;:h which he purf ue<l two of the favages, an<l ·,,·011mkd 
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'them both ; but as he was not able to run, they both 
got from him into the wood, where Friday purfued 
them, and killed one of them; but the other was too 
nimble for him ; and though he was wounded, yet he 
pluncrecl into the fea, and fwam with all his might off 
to th~fe who were left in the canoe, which three ir_i the 
ranee, with one wounded who we know not whether 
he died or no, were all that efcaped our hands of one 

' and t,venty. The account of the reft is as follows: 

3 Killed at our ihot from the tree. 
z Killed at the next fhot. 
z Killed by Friday in the boat. 
z Killed by ditto, of thofe at firfi wounded. 
I Killed bv dbo, in the wood. 
3 Killed by the Spaniard • 
4 Killed, being found dropt here and there of their 

wounds, or killed by Friday in his chace of them. 
4 Efcaped in the boat, whereof one wounded, if not 

dead. 

ZI In all --
Thofe that were in the canoe, worked hard to get out 

of gun-fuot; and tho' Friday made two or three {hots at 
them, I did not find that he hit any of them -: Friday 
would fain have had me take one of their canoes, and 
pudue them; and incked I .vas very anxious about their 
efcape, iefi carrying the news home to their people, 
they ihould come back, perhaps, with t~·o or three hun­
dred of their canoes, and devour us by mere multitudes; 
fo I confented to purfue them by fea ; and running to 
one of their canoes, I jumped in, and bade Friday fol­
low me;: but when I was in the canoe, I was furprifed 
to find another poor creature lie there alive, bound 
hand and foot, as the Spaniard was, for the flaughter, 
and almofi dead with fear, not kno,,;ing what the mat­
ter was; for he had not been 1.ble to look up over the 
fide of the boat, he was tied fo hard, neck and heels, 
aml had been tied fo long, that he had really Ettie life 
in, him •. 
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I imme,li,itdy cut the twifted fhgs., or ruf11es, which 

they had bou;1d him v. i th, and \<.:ou!J have help him up; 
lmt he ccu!d not £:and, or ipe..1k, but grcaned moil: pite­
OU11y, behcving, it fc~r:13 Hill, th2.t he \Vas only un­
bound in order robe killed. 

\Vt1en Fri,:lay C:!me to him, I bade him fpe:ik to 1im, 
and tell him of h1s deliverance; and pulling out my bot­
tle, made him give the Door wretch a dram, which., ,vith 
the news of his~ being d~livercd, revived him, and h-~ fa._t 
up i·1 the bo1t; but when Friday came to hear him fo ak, 
:ind lcoku.l !n his face, it would have. moved any _ to 
t1·ars, to bve feen how Friday kificd him, embracer 1:..1;11, 
.hugged him, cried, hughcd, halloocJ, }amped z.oc,:It, 
danced, fung, then cried again,. wrung i:i" hands, hat 
his ORn i::ce ~nd he:td, and then fung and jumped 1bc,ut 
again, like :i. Ji '1 ra..:1eJ creature. I 1.;·:u a P-ood ,vhi!e, 
kforc 1 cot1ld ml!.::e him foeak to me, or t~ll mi· what 
was the n:at~c:, bm whcn'he came a little to himf..:u: he 
told me, u'iat it vvas his father. 

It w1~- not eafy for me to exprefs how it mo-ved mC', to 
fee 'c:hz:t e-:-:t:tcy 2nd filial affe6:ion had worked in this 
po-.,r fa,,.::igc_. at the fight of his father, and of his b::ing 
delivered fr0rr1 d-.:uh ; nor indeed can I defcribc half the 
"xtra vag,1nc:.es of his aff eEtion after this ; for he we:~ t i-ito 
r::t· Lo~t and ont of t!1e beat a great many times : .vhen 
l:.c ,1:ent into hi '1, he v,·ot.d<l fit down by him, open his 
f-n•afr, and roH . s father's hear!. dofe to his bofom, half 
a:1 hot.!r togett1er, to r.01."1•;,h it: th.en h~ took hi' arr:1s and 
anl...ld, \\·hi.ch \\·ere numbed and (tiff v-:ith th bi11ding, 
.incl cLafrci arid rnb~ccl them with his han1..ls; and I, pt:r­
ceivi:1g wha~ tl1e cafe was, gave him fome rum out of 
my bottle to rub them witi,, whi<.h did them a g,e:H deal 
of gocvi. 

'i 0

i::.i~ ~E:ion put :m end to our purfnit of the canoe 
,vith the other favagcs, ·.vho were now got 1:en almoH ot t 
of fig: .r; anrl it \V;~s happy for us, that we did nor; 
for it b;.:w fo h:-ird ,1,ithin two hours afrcr, :1rd before 
they could be gntten a (;uar:er of their way, anJ. car.ti-

. r.ud blowino- fo it:1.rJ all night, and that from the north-b • 1,-_,eJ:, ,v':i6 v:as a6ain them, t'l~t I could not fuppok 
th · ;r bn.1t ccu1J fr1e, or that thl!y ev(.r r.:~tched to their 
own coail:. 
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Ent to return to Friday; he was fo bnfy a?out his father: 

t:1at I could not find in my heart to take him off for fome 
t ime: but after I thou\!ht he cou1d leave him a. little, I c:J.11-
e<l hi m to me, and h~ came jumpi•1~ and laughing, and 

pleafcd to the highell: extreme. Then I a:1~ed him, if he 

had given his father any bread? He fhook his head, an.J 
faid, None: ugly dog eat all up felf. So I gave him a cake 

of bread out of a little pouch I carried on purpofe ; I alfo 
gave him 2, dram for himfelf, but he wo'Jld not t ,111:e it., 
but carried it to his father : I had in my pocket alfo two 
or three bunc!-lcs of my raifms, fo I gTve him a handful 

of then, for his father. He had no fooner given his father 

thefc r.1ifins, but I fa,v him C')mc out of the boat a;:i.d 
r ~m a·,v:iv as if h..:: h;td b=cn h~witc:1ed. He ran <lt f ..ic:1 a 
rate (fo'r he ·.vas the fwi!"teft fellow of hi.s feet that ever 1 
fa:) l fay, he ran a : ruch a r.:1.tc, tha:.. he was out of fight,. 

as it were ia a init:t71t ; :md tho' I c:illed and halloo~Ll 
too after him, it ,v;:3 :11! one; away he went, and in a 

quarter of an hoar I faw him co!ne h,.2ck:. ag1.ii.1, tho' not 

.fo fait a, h·~ went; a~1d as he can1c ne1.r,::r, I fou!"ld his­

p1ce was ihcker, b~crnfe he h:t(.l Cm1~thing in his hanl. 
\Vhen he c1.'11e up -::o lT•t:::, I fou"l-l he h:td b,::en cpite 

ho:n•:: for an earthen jug, or pvt, to bring his fnhcr fome 

frefh w:1ter; and tlnt he h:-vl P-~lt two more c1.
1
~cs or 

lo:1.ves o,..brc2..d . The h:Ta l he ;.tve me::, but tl1e -:ater 
. 0 

he c-1r:riej to his father : howcv• r, a& I v1as very th irll:v 

too, I took :t li~tle ft.p of it : t'-iis water revived. his £:{. 
t' er m_,rc th:rn :tll t'.,-: rn,n. or fpirits l llJ. :l gi·.:c:1 him; 
r: • • •l. r • . . • l . 1. 
1or nc \V:l.S _,u,.: r~rnting \\'lt!l t.1~r!~. 

xr'n"'n i..;~ f,t:,,, .. '1,,.,..1 ., ..,., ,,. I ·- l1 d 1; t 1• " 'f •. ~- ..... ,. ,..... • •• a l.l,.L .... , c.:i. 1(~ l.P.l, 0 ,,DO.I l 

there was :my ,v:1tc.-· l_;ft; n:; fa;d, yes; and. I b:u~~ hi;n 
n·i\'c it to the p0or SiJ:1ni-trJ, who , ·.1.-; in a·: rn 1-:'.1 .v~:1r-

,. · h' ,. ·h ' l r ,. ' ' 
01 1t a~ . 1s Lit er ; an.:..t h,:!~ one or tG.t: ca::e.,) t:~::.t 

Fr~d"-y hrou~h·: to the S·,,t'1i:id, too> who ... as i.ud.~ed. 
\'Cl".' wea!-::. ~. l Wa'; r~v}': ~..,..11imL:!1f upnn a O-(,f'll n 1

yel' 
: l r: ' ... .:., -, ... . • ~ . I L\. - , 

u11tt•_r t 1e ,-: t · '-· or a -::.c:•·. an.t w 1'-lie !Hn½, w~1e 11::.) 
,.._ .... , , ,. 'l l . l , . 

very 1:1!::, ..t". .. v ... r;r m~,c.11-.v•, c'ti •;.-1t t..'1C n~ \n:1Ga:-;- ::. 
},e h~ J. h..'tn ti_. l w~t'.1: wh ·n l fa.v t:1at u•_,0'1 !:r;c.:..1 ;, _. 

c0:ring ~) him v::·'i t11e ,·ntt!r, he f..: up :-1/I l~r.,n.k. ~-r.2: 
·o<•'- • ' • 1 rf" l a1,...l ,,., • • • T • • • , • ..x , '-,, . ~ v ;:r n l,) '.t-, \\-1;!1:. t•J ~1..-1.1,; n ~ ~-;,:;e 
1- ; • • 1~ 1 t" . r ' 1 l l • ,. ' • 

• .im .1.1 nan, .u 0 1 ~ .• :1.,: ne ·'" · .:.1 c!j) 1·1 :·~....- ;,:c•· w.:.h 
:..11 d~ to:..;:.!:.-,s cf g!-.l~:.~ t ;.: a·,d ~::..:.:~k!t1 lnt.'.,' t~~::.: ~.'..·q'td 

... ~ 5 
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appear in .!ny countenance; but was fo weak, notwith­
.ftandi110r: he had fo exerted himfelf in the fioht · that he 

~ ' cc,uld not !fand up upon his feet; he tried to do it t"·o 
or three times, but was really not able, his ankles were 
fo fwclled and fo p~1.;nfol to him; fo I b~de him fit fi-iJl, 
and caufed Friday to rub his ankles, and bathe them with 
rum, as he had done his f,ther's. 

I obferved the poor affectionate creatnre every tv.·o mi­
nutes or perhaps lefs, all the while he was here, turned 
his head about, to fee if his father was in the fame place 
2nd pofture a he left him fitting; and at lafi he found he 
was not to be feen; at which he !tarted up, and without 
fpeaking a word flew with that fwiftnefs to him, that 
one could fcarce perceive his feet to touch the ground 
as he went: but when he came, he only found he had 
laid himfelf do\\·n to eafe his limbs: fo F;·iday came back 
to me prefently, and I then !poke to the Spaniard to let 
Friday help him up, if he could, and lead him to the boat, 
and then he ihould carry him to our dwelling, where I 
would take care of him: hnt Friday, a lufiy young fd • 
low, took the Spaniard quite up lipon his back, and c;ar­
rie<l him :rn ny to the boat, and fet him do,yn foftlynpon 
the fide or gunnel of the canoe, with his feet in the in­
fr:e of it 1 and then lifted them quite in, and fet him dofe 
i.o his father, and prefently fiepJiin_g out ap;ain, launrhecl 
the boat off, and JXl dled it along: the ihore faf1er tha,n I 
l'Ould walk, tho' the wind blew pretty hard too; fo he 
brought th ~m both fafe into our creek; and. leaving them 
in the boat, runs away to fetch the other canoe. As he 
J-'dfed me, I fpoke to him, and afkcd liim, whirher he 
Wtnt? Ik told me, Go, fc~d1 more boat; fo away he 
~ ent, like the\\ ind ; for furc never nrnn or horfe ran 
like him, and '1t had the other ranoe in the creek, almoil: 
,1s .oon as I oot to it by land; fo he wafted me over, and 
fr.en went t~ hdp om new gueits out of the boat, which 
h~ d;J; but thry were neithtr of them able to ,.,·<ilk; fo 
thar p0or Fi iday khew not i.rhat to co. 

To remtch· this, I \H'nt to work in my hought, an,i. 
callinr- to Friday to bid them fit down on the bank 
while. ,he rame to me, 1 foon made a kind of hand­
·c.::Ti"O',\. to b\ them on, ::11Li Fri<la\· and I carried them 
\J _f, ct.th coz; Cl1 ~ f 1~ J:Cn it b::t\,:t:cn i;S : but wht:-n m; ?, ot 

th m 

r 
l 

ft 

I ., 
l' 
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them to the outfide of our wall or fortification, we were- . 

at a worfe lofs than before; for it was impoffible to get 

them over; and I was refolved not to break it down: 

fo I fet to work again; and Friday and I, in ab01.1t two 

hours time made a very handfome tent, covered with 

old fails, and above that with boughs of trees, being in 

the fpace witµout our outward fence, and betv.reen that 

and the grove of young wood which I had planted: and 

here we made two beds of fuch things as I had; viz. of 

good rice-ftraw, with blankets ]aid upofl it to lie on, and 

another to cover them on each bed. 
l\'.Iy iiland was now peopled, and I- thought myfdf 

very rich in fubjecls; and it was-a merry reflect-ion whi.:h 

1 freqnently made, how like a king 1 looked : Firfi: of 

all the whole country was my own mere property; fo. 
that I h;,.d an 1mdm1bted right of dominion : 2dly, l\1y 

people we:-e perfectly fnbjecred; I ·was abiolute lord aI':.d 

lawgiver; they all owed their lives to me,. and 1,ve; ~ 

ready to lay dov. n rhtir lives, if there had been occ:iuon. 

for it, for me= It was rema··kabie too, I had but three 

fubjects, a:1d they were of three different re1igions .. My 

man Friday was a proteibnt; his father a pagan and a 

canib:.d ;· and the Sp::mi:trd ,vas a papifi:; however, I 

:lllo·,vd liberty of conference throughout my dominions: 

but this by the way. 
As foon as I bad fec-ure i my two weak refcued prifon• 

ers, and givt"n thtm ihelter, and a place to reH the:n 

upon, I began to thi '1k of m1k.ing fome pro,-ifion for them: 

:.md the fa{l thing I <lid, I ordered Friday to take a year .. 

licg go:it, betwixt a kid ar.i,d. a goat, out of my particubr­

frock, to ~e killed ; t~hen I cut off the hinder quarter, 

and, chopping it mto fmall pieces, ! iLt Friday to work, 

to boiling and fre·wing, a.nd made them a 'rery goo<l 6.iih, 

l affure you, of fldh and broth; ha?ing put fome bar ... 

Icy c:n<l rice a!f,) in~o rhe broth ; and as I cooked it / 

without doo··s (f_or 1 mad~ no fire within my inner wall) 

fo I c:.i.rried it all into the new tent; and having fet a 

t:lble the1 e for them, 1 fat down ar.d eat my dim1 1s alfo 

wi.th them; and,~., well a~ I could, cht:a1cd them and en­

couraged theru, E riday bei11g 1,,y interpreter, cl"per·i:,lly to­

his t::nher, and indeed t0 ti1e Sp~•.niard too; for tr~~ Spa~ 

ni.ard f pok~ the language oi ti-ie :avages pretty well.. , 
K. 6 Afa:r 
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After we lnd dined, or rather fupoed, I ordereJ Frid.w to ta.kc one of the canoes, and go a~d fetch our mufquets and other fire arms, which for want of time we had left upon the pbce of battle ; and the next day I ordered him to go and bury the dead bodies of the favages, which lay open to the fun, and would prefently be orrcnfi•:e ; and I a1fo ordered him to bury the horrid remain:. of the r barbarous fcafi, which I knew \VCre pretty much, and which I could not think of doing myfelf; nay, I could not bear to fee them, if I went that way: all 

which he punc1uallv performed, and defaced the vcrv an­peannce of the fav'agf:s being there; fo th:it when 1\vc;1t ar--ain, I could fcarce know where it ~-,r;is, othenvife than fl}: the corner of the wood pointing to the place. 
1 then bcg'ln to enter into a little converfation Yvith my two new fubjeds; and firft I fet Friday to enquire ol his father, what he thought of the efc:ipe of the favage3 in that c~noe, and \Vhether he might expetl a return of them wdt a power too gre:u for us to refill ? His firft orinion w~s, tLat the favages in the boat nenr could live uut tnc.: frorm, which blL:\'\.' th;u n~ght they went off, bu~ mu!'.l: of necc1fav be dro-.vned or driven fouth to thofo ether ibores. ~·here they were as fore to be devoured, a:; they were t; h~ drowned if they ,:verc ca!1 :nvay; but a:; to wh:u thev would do if thev came fafe on- 1110rc, h~ fai<l, he knev,r not ; but it W?.S his opinion, ttat they were fo dreadfully frio-hrd with the manner of being ~;.ttackee', rhe noi(~, and the fir~, th:-.t he bclie\'cd the ' v,; ould teE their p~ople they were all killed by thmide;· and lig:,t­nin{r, and not bv the h.rn d of man; and that the t,vo, v:hj'"ch appeared (v1z. Frid:iy and J) were two heavcnl){ f];i:-its or for!t:S come <lown to dcJli oy them, ;'.nd not men with ,vc:1uons. Thi~, he fai<l, he k 1~v:, becaufc he he3.:-J t}.1cm al( en· out fo in· 6cir b.;!zua~e to one ano-: . :- ; , 

'-..I 0 for it \"v.'l'. impoffiL,;~ to thn:1 t..:, conccii'C tha~ ,t m'l fnoul<l du~ f:n•.: :1.nrl fpeak thuricier, a.id ki!! a;: a dif­,t.1r.c,~, '.\-i:1:out lifti:ig up the h:incl, as n-.t.-: dcnc noi\', 
Aa<l this o!~ farnr-e wa in the right, fo,, ::i.s:. I L1.derftcod ,::, ' finer by otl1?r har~ds, the fa,·ag-c.:s of th.u p:tr~ nen·r a.:-. l • l I r • T' tc:np~rd to ;;o over to t.1c 1!.a.nci a:te;-wa, cs. n.c:•' \;·ere fo t~rriCcd \: i-;h :;!e ..cco!.!nts gi,..cn by thoie fol.i: men \for~:: f~err:~ ~:.ey id cfra1,c rb· fra) :h:it tllcy bel.cYed, 

's\·hoc1. .. ~r 

r 
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whoever ,yer,t to that enchanted ifiand, \\'ould be defrroy• 
ed with fire from the goJc;. 

This, however, .i knc·.v not, and thcrefo:e was under 
continu:i.l apprehen:fions for a good while, and kept al­
v::a ys upo_n my guard., I ;incl all my army; for as we 
were r:ow four of us, I vvould have ventured upon an hun­
drd of them fairly in the open field at any time. 
· In a lide time, however, no more canoes appearing, 
the fear of their coming wore off, and I b~gan to take 
my former thoughts of a voyage to the main into confi­
deration, being likewife aifurecl by Friday's father, th1.t 
I might depend upon f;Cod ufagc from their nation on his 
account, if I v.:ould go. 

But my thoughts were a l:ttle fuf pen de,\ \Vhcn I b.d 
a ferious difcourfe v:ith the Sp:mi.ird, and when I un­
d~rilood, th,-tt there ,vere fixteen more C'f his country­
men and Portnguefo, who having bcea caft away, and 
mad~ their efcape to that £de, lived there at peace in­
(h:eJ with the f.wages, but were very fore put to it for. 
neceffaries, and indeed for life: l a;k.ccl him all the par­
ticul:>.r, of their voy:o.ge, and found they were 2. Sp;mifh. 
fhin, bcund from the Rio de la Plata, to the Havanna, 
bei.ng ciireded ~o le8' e th~ir loading 'there, which wa!> 
chiet!y hi:..es ad. filver, and to bring back wh:tt Euro­
p~·:1..n goods they contd meet with th~re; tb.t they h1d 
five Port1.guefe fr:u:1e11 on board, whom thc-y took out of 
anoti1cnvreck; tl 1.t fve of their own men were drowned 
v.-l1cn f:d the {hip was k,fl: ; an~l tlnt th:::fo dcai,ed 
through in'.inite cb:ig::rs ~nd hazarL~", and arrived. a!rnoft 
ft.-1.rvd o:-. the Cani0:1.l coaft, ,vhere they expc~1e<l to 
h:!.vc hec:1 devoured every mom"nt. 

He told me, t.hey hacl fome arrL:, with thrm, bnt they 
"Nt.r~ pcrfcf:ly t.ff'l:'.;,, for t~1at they haJ neither powJer 
or b:: l, the wa11l'1g of the fea havin6 fpoil~d all th,.:r­
pow ... l !r, bL.t a Ldc Hhich tl1ey ub't at th.cir fid l:.m.d~ 
ing to p:·c-vide the:rJdvcs fomc food. 

I afk.,.,d_ hi::1 wh:it he tho ur-ht ,,o,!ld become of them 
th~re; a1:•l if~\,,:, h:u.t form~~l no cleft~n of m:1king 1~1y 

cfr; .,.p.::? Ee fa ~d, ,:1e:,1 ha.l m:>n/ confolt:1tions abe;:.tt it; 
ti,!t :.h:~~ }i;,.;·11,1g neither vdTd, nor tc-01s to buitd cn11.!, 

or p:-0,·1'!,'t''~ oi- u:; :-.~n.l; tr,tir ccu:'.i<~ls alv.-'.lys cn<le<l in 
.. ' r • 

t\!.>.;-~ J.:. J · ~•". l'1!:"., 
~ . ~ 

I a:kt<;J 
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I afked hi ·n how he thought they \Vould recei·ve a prc­

pofal from me, whichmight tend towarJsanefr.ape; and 
whether, if they were all here>, it might not be done? I 
told him with freedom, I feared mofiiy their tre~r:h ery 
and ill ufage of me, if I put my life in their hands; for 
that gratitude was no inherent virtue in the nature of 
man; nor did men always fquare their dealings by the 
obligations th y had received, fo much as they did by 
the advantages they expetled : I told him, it would be 
very hard, that I {hould be the infrrument of their deli­
verance, and that they iliould afterwards make me their 
prifoner in New Spain, where an Eagliihman was certain 
to be made a Lcrifice, what neceffity, · or what accident 
foever, brought him thither: and that I had rather be 
delivered up to he 1:nrages, and be de,'oured alive, then 
f~.11 into th~ rr.'?rcilefs rl:nvs of the priefi:s, and becarritd 
i:r:.to the inquifition. J added, that otherwifr I was per­
:!U1ded, if they were all here, we might, with fo many 
hands, build a bar-k brge enough to carry us all aw3y 
either tc the Bn1_fils fouthward, or to the if1ands or Spa­
niih co2.fr northward : but that if in req11itai they :fhould, 
when I had put weapons into their h :rnds carry me by 
force amo 1g their own people, I might be ill ufo,J for 
my kiad11ef:, to them, and m:.i.k.e my cafr ;:, 01 fr than it 
was btfore. • 

Ht an1\,'ered with a great deal of crndonr and inge­
nuity, tt1at th e ir rnndition ·w:1s fo rni1erahle, and, they 
were fo fenfihk of ir, th?.t _11(, L•di~ved they ·wouU abhor 
the thought of ui3.ng :rny· m::n md<.in<lly that fhouU. con­
tribute to their ddiv.er.1n~e; and that, if I pleafrd, he 
'-1.:ould cro to them with the old .man, and d~frourfe ,Yith 
them about it, .rnd retmn again, and bringrrictheir<!n-. 
fwtr th.:it he wou!,i rn::ike conditions with th.:m upon 
their fokm:t c,;;.th, that they would be abfoh ~t.:; ,tndc!" 
1:.1y leadi.no-, as their co:nm: ndo .;ad captain; •;n : t 11at 
they iliou1J iwear HfOll the holy racramc:nts :t:i ! gofpd, 
to be true to me, and ~;o to L( h c-r:.:12n co,;r: try a3 I. 
iliould agree to, and no other; anci •o 1 ~ direfred w;,,-,Jly 
and abfolntdy Ly mr orders ti-11 th<-y were l:~nced Lt'e!y 
in fuch rnuntry as l intended; and th.H he v:oul i bri1:g a 
contract: from Lt.em under their b?itt!:: fo.r th,.t µ,11 poi:•. 

Then he tol<l me, he wo1.u4 £.._·fl fwl:'~r t(,n,e·!!imfr!r·) 
tt.~r-

. 
I I 



R O B I N S O N C R U S O E. ZJ r 
th:lt he would never fiir from me as long as he lived, 
till I g2.ve him order; and that l~e would take my fide 
to the laft drop of blood. if there :fhould happen the 
leafi breach of faith among his countrymen. 

He told me, they were all of them very civil hond1: 
men, and they were under the greatefi difirefs imagin­
able, having neither weapons or clothes, nor any food,. 
but at the mercy and difrretion of the favages ;· out of 
all hop :::s of ever returning to their own country ; and 
6at he was fore, if I \\.·ould undertake their relief, they 
\\-'onlcf liv~ and die by me. 

Upon thefe a!furances, I refolved to venture to relieve 
them, if poffible, and to fend the old favage and this 
Spaniard over to them totreat: butYvhen heh dgotten 
all things in readinefs to go, the Sp~niard himfelf fiarted 
an o' --.jection, which had fo much prudence in it on one 
h:rnd, aml fo much fincerity on the other hand, that I 
cot1ld not but be very well fatisfied in it; and, by his 
a'-h·i ·e, put off the ddiverance of his comrades for at 
leafi half a year. The cafe was thus: 

He had been with us now about a month; during 
which time I had let him fee in wha!: manner I had prn-• 
vided, with the affiilance of Providence, focrny fupport; 
anJ he faw evidently what fiock of corn and rice I h·.ld 
lain up ; which, as it wc>,s more than futhcient for my~ 
fdf, fo it was not fufficitnt, at leai:, \\·ifoout goo<l lrni:. 

_.l landry, for my family, now it was increafrd. to number 
four: but much lefs wollld it be fufficient, if his c-oun-
trymen, who werP-, as h e faid, fourteen fiiil al ve, 
ihould come over; and leaft of all would it be fu!li.:ient 
to victual our veffel, if ,ve {houl.l build one, for a voyage 
to anv of the chrifl:ian co]onies CJf Arneric:1. So he told 
rne, he thought it wouLl be more advifcable, to let him 
:md the other two dig anrl cultivate fome more hn l, a::, 
murh as I col1ld {pare fee<l to fow ; and tru.t we :fliould 
wait another harvefi, that we might h .w~ 1. fupply of 
corn for his counti-vmen \.Vhen thev ihould .c.ome; for· 
want 1~.ight be a te1{1ptation to ther;1 to d1fagree) or not 
to think thcm{elves ddivcred, othen-.1ife th.:.n out of on-! 
<lito •· t~lty into anGthcr: y( ;l1 knew, fays he, t:hechil li-t·n 
of if: :1el tl Odgh tb('y rej< ,t d at firf1 :i. t their being deli­
vtn .. d ou· of .Eu ~·.;t. ·)·et re!xl!.,<l even al!:ainil. God hi1-:.1felf, u,, J.. • ....., 

that 
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that delivered them, when they c:i.me to want breal ia 
the wildernds. 

His· caution was fo feafonahle, and his advice fo good. 
that I coulJ not but be very ,vell ple:1l~d with his propo­
fal, as well as I was fatisfied with his fidelity: fo we fr!l 
tu digging, ail four of us, as well as the wooJen tool> 
we were fut nifhed with permitted; :i.nd in about a month's 
time, by the end of \vhich it was feed time, we had got-

. ten as muc:h land cured and trimmed up as w~ fowed 
twenty-two bufhels of barley on, and fixteen jars of rice. 
v..-hicl1 was, in fl10rt, all the feed we had to fpare; nor 
indied did v .. ·e leave ouifo!ves b:uli?y fufficicnt for our 
own food for the fix rno1Hhs th,1t w~ h:i.-l to expcd our 
crop, that is to fay, rccko'1.ing from t¾c time Ye fct o~ir 
feed afidc for fowi:1~; for it is not to be fup_?Ofd it is fix 
months in the grou~;d in that countrv. ... 

Having no~ fociety enoug11, :inJ our number being 
.fufficient to put us out of fear of the favagC's, if they haJ: 
come, u,11lcfs their T.l'.lmh-er had been very gre:it, we went 
freely all over the 1ihnrl, where evlr we found occafion; 
and as here we had our efcape or dclivcra:1ce upon our 
thoughts, it w~.s im?ofEblp, ·lt lcafl: for m~, to hav..; the 
me~ n~: of ii: out of mine ; to t11is pnrpo1e, I marke,l ot..t 
fevcrnl trc•.!5, w;1icr. I thought fit fr)r m:r v;ork, aid I ; t 
Fri,hy :J.11'1. nis r~thcr t? Cutting them doWt1; 2-nJ tLcn f 

.c:tufrJ the Sp:1.'.-::i:1.:·J, to ;vhom I irriry,u1:?:l mv tho 1rrh;:s on 
I , ' 

.tL1t afflir, tn O/trfo~ and dir,, l their v; __ ,r~~~: l !h~wed: 
thi-m \\ith wh:-,t inc.lefatir-1b!c ·-:1.~ns I :tad hcvd a Iaro-~ ... ) I;, 

,tree ~:1~0 fingle ;1bHk~, an l I ·.-~nfrJ them to lo ~1:c like 
ti ll they Jud m:.lde about :i. ,l ,?'.c'n 1:t:·~,~ p-bnk:s of g-aod 
o:i.k, ne.1r two ft.ct br,1:--,d, t) ;1 ty-fi.ve feet Ion~, an.J from 

. tWl, inc.1.es to four inches tl1i:: ~ ,vhat prodigious b.bour 
it took Epl any one m:1y inr:' .-,1r,e. 

r\t t'le hr:1(:' time T cont.rivd t0 inc:•n1f.: ""r.' Iit:1e flock. 
of b 'llc f!."\1~ts ~s m•Jc:, :-is I c,, tl,:; :trtli t·, t:1i;; ?'l. ;,0f, I 
rr.a,L'. Fridav and the ~-J.1: ·:,.,_~ l ~o~<:> o~ton:: i tv, an l nn-• 
folf •vith F~·id:cy, ~11<• \;ext l: .Y , j~)r we took our r T1S: 
ai!d h•,r th~'., mca•1:i V C ~·· •<) l .. tw;•1ty vo•m~ : . ;, tO 

" · · '--"r , · '"" · 1 breecl. up w .. rn the rdl? Iv;· v,:J;~:-t ..,ve;· "-C :hot r•.c :1:im, 
we fav.-~d tl-l~: kiJs, ard :,_1',t,•<l tlv~i:l tu u,:r Aod,: b 11t 
. ,l h {i r - . , . [ abov ·· ·t t ."' , a,,--.·1 Li:- c~1nv, ... \t: £r:t,,-s cum1 ·; oc1, 

f , r: i ' . • , h . , ,can,.., i.UC ~ a prv .... lg\(.l;..S ScUli.tLty t.:J :),! u:,g up l'.1 •ile 
fonJt 

f • 

L 
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{un, tk1t I believe, had we been at ... Alic:1.nt, where tne 

raitins of the fun are cured, we fhould. h:ive fille ... ! fixt,· c-r 

eirrl1ty barrds; and t11efe with our bread, w:to; a g'rcat 

r:nt of our food, and very good living too, l affurc you; 

iir it is :m C.\:cecding nourifhi:1 g food. 
h 

l l • , d . 
It wJ.s now an·ch, amt our crop m gooCT or er; it 

was not the moll plentiful inc:-e:tfe I had feen in the jfiand, 

but, howevt•r, 1t was enough to anfwcr our end; for i~ om 

t-.r;cntv-two bufi1els of barlc,·, '"·r brono-ht :n and thre.fhed 

out abo..-e t-.,:o lrnnd:cd ~nc." t,ventv b~fnds, and the Eke 

i!'l 1Foportion of tlie rice, which 'was fl.ore enough for 

ou: food to th.: nest harn:H:. though all the fixtcen Spa­

ni3rds h1d bcl'.n on {hore with rnc; or, if we had bee~ 

ready for a VO)'a""f, it would ,·erv 1nlentifuEv ha·;c vie-
~ r: ,, ., 

tuallecl our lhip, to have carried us to ar:y part of the 

worH. tL;it is to f:w, ef America. V/hen we had tb:s 

houfetl :rnd ft:cun:J our nng:izirn:: of corn, we fell to work 

to mak-:! mere wi.cker-,vcrk ; viz. great La1kets, in v.,..,;1icl1 
we kept it; and the Spa,1iard was very h;mdy and dex­

trot s at this p·1rt, a·,d often blamed me, t!,at I did not 

make fomc thin~s for defence, of this kind of work; bqt 

I faw no need of it: and now having a folly fupply of 
food for all the guell s expected, I gave the Spaniard 

leave to go over to the main, to fee what he could do 
with thofe he left hchind him there : I gave hjm a ftri<:t 
char~e in writing not to bring any man with him, ,vho 

would not firil fwca.r in the prcfcrice of himfdf and of 
the old f.p;a;_;c .. th:n he would no way i1:jure, fi 6ht with, 

C'r attack the p,0 rfon he fhould find in the iih·-:.d., \\•ho w~s 
fo kind to ftnd fr::- them in order to their delivcr.rn~e; 

Lut that ~hey ,voulJ frand hy anJ defend him ;,.~r:iinfi ;;,Jl 

foch attempts; arnl where c~'er they went, \Vcuid be en­

tirely und:.-:r, and fubjLfted to his comma1hl; aad th:1.t 

tifr; fhouid be nut in writinv, and figncd with their 

h:1.nd,: how,,:/ were to hax~' t11is done, when I knew 

they had nt>ithcr pen or ink, that indeed, was a qucf­

tion which we ne, er <'.fked. 
Under th..:fr: in!1.ru:li0nc, the Sp:i~1iard, and the old 

fayage (the fath-:r of Fri.Jay) went away in one of the 

c1noes, which they might be faid to come in, or r~cher 

were brought i·1, wi1en they ca.me 1s prifoners to be dt:­

YOJrcd by the favag,:s. 
I gilve 
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I ga\·e each of the:n J. m:.!fquet with a f.relock on it) 
and about eight .ch;;.! £es t:)f pov.·der ~nd b.dl, charRing 
them to b1:: ,:erv e:oo<l huihind'.> of b:::ith, and not t~ ,le 
t"ither of them but upon ur~~r:t occ;!1ion. 

This \VJ.S a chearful wo~·k, h~!:-g the firH meafures 
ufed by me in view of my ddivcn.'1ce for now 27 years 
and fomc days ; I gave them proYifions of bread, and of 
dried grapes, fo:ncicnt for thernf._lns for many dar, and 
fofhcient for the.ir country.:nen for at,out eight days time; 
~nd v. · fhing them a good voyage, I let them g0, agn'c­
rng with then-: about a fignal they fhould hang out at their 
return, by which 1 fhould know them again, when thty 
cam{.' back, at a diftanc~, b, fore thev came on ihore. 

They went away with a fair gale. on the d.ty t~.at the 
moon was at the foil; bv my account in the rnonth of 
October; but as for the exac1 reckoning cf d:.y,~, after 1 
};ad once loft it, I ccnild r.evcr reccvcr it again ; nor had 
I kept even the number of years fo pur£tnally, as to be 
fore that I w:is righr, though, as it proved, when I :1ftcr­
wards examined my account, I found I had kert a true 
reckoning of years. 

It was no lefs than eight d.ays I waited for them .. when 
• a fl:range and unforcfren accident intervened, of which 
the-lik.i has not, perhap--:. b~en heard of in hiftory. I 
was fafr afleep in my h:i.tch one morning, when my ma.n 
Friday came running in to me, anti called aloud~ Mafter, 
maftcr, they aft come, they arc ccme. 

I jmnpcJ up, and, regardlefs of d.a:1gcr, I went out 
·as foon as I could get my dothes on. t'.!rl,ugh my little 
grove, w\ich (by th': w.:?.y) wa~ by rh:s timr grnwn to 

•be a very thick woo:l: I f-ly, reg;1rJlefs of d1n1cr, I 
went \\ ithout mv arr!,5, ·.v:1ich •,1;as not .ny cufto n to do; 

:· but I \V:'S forp:-ifed, when tu:nino- my eyes to the fea, I 
prefently fa·.v a boat ;,.t ab'Jut a !eague and ?.n half's diC-­
tance, fi:a:1di"'lg i;-i for the fhore, wi.h a f1,ou1der-of­
mutton f1il, a~ they call it, and the wind blowing p,ctty 
fair to briner them in: alfo I obfen·ccl p!"cfently, th:it they 
-ctd not con~; from t'.rnt fide which the fhorc l?-y on, but 
from t' c fouthcrmo ll: cRd of the i{b.i d: upon this I 
·c::i.Ued Friday in, and bid him Ee clofc, for thefe were net 
the people we looked for, and tha~ we did not know yet 
Wh:!thcr they were frien<ls or cnemie~. 
• In 

t 
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In the next place, I went i•1 ~o fetch my prcfpedive­
glafs, to fee what I could make of them ; and having 

, taken the ladder out, I climbed up to the top of the hill, 
as I . uf~d to do ,vhen I was apprehenfive of any thing, 
and to take my view the plainer without being dif­
covered. 

I had fcarce fet my foot on the .hill, · when my eye 
pb.inly difcovered a iliip lying at an anchor, at about 
two le:!gucs and a h.11f's diibnce frcm me, S. S. E. but 
not above a h..a1:.ue and an half from the !bore. By mv 

C) , 

obfcrvation it .appeared plainly to be an Englifu Jhip, 
and the boat appe:ired :o be an ~nglifh long-boat. · 

I cannot expnJs the confufion I was in, though the 
joy of feeing a fhip, and one whcm I h~d i:eafon to 
believe wa:5 manneJ by my own coun~rymen, and confe­
quently fri-.:nds, was foch as I c.vrnot dtfcribc ; but yet 
I had fome fecret doubts . hung about me, I. cannot tell 
from whence they came, bidding me .,keep upon my 
guard. In the firfl: place, it occ\lrred to me to confider 
what bufinefs an Englifh fuip could have .in that part of 
the world; fince it ,vas not the way t0 or from any 
part of the world where. the Englifh had :1;ny·traffick ; 
and I knew there had been no ftorms to drive them in 
there, as in diftrefs; and that if they were Englifh really~ 
it was moft probable, th'.lt they were here upon no good 
defi1:n; awl that I h2.d better continue as I was, than fall 
into...,the hands of thieves and murderers. 

Let no m.m d,~f p1fc the fecret hir.ts and notices of 
danP;'~r, which fometimcs arc given him wh~n he may 
think the1~ is no poiEbility of its being real. That fuch 
hints and 11ot:.c~s arc gi\·en u,;, I believe few that 
h 1 Ve'. m d.! ;ni y ohfccvations of thir1gs can deny; that 
they 2.r~ certain difcovcries of ::i.1. invifible world, and 
a converfc of [ pirits, we cannot doubt; and if the 
tendenc•,r of them fc~ms to b~ to wa::-n us of dan­
ger, \v::y i110uid we not fupp0fe thty a.re from fome 
friendly ag~nt (whether fuprcme, er i.1fi:r.ior and fubor­
dinat..:, is not the queiEon) and that they are given for 
our good ? 

The p ·e:cnt qucfti0n abundar.tly confirms me in the 
jufl:ice of tnis .r:.:..fon.ing ; for had I not be~n made cau­
tious by this fecret admonition, come from whence it 

wil~ 
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wi1l, I 1.:1d been undc:1.e incvit?hlv, ar.J ;n a far worfe 
condit~on than be:cir~, as you will .Le p frntiy. 

1 h:icl not ke?t myfelf long in this po,:1.m.·, but I fa\v 
the b~~:t d··a\<.: near the 1horc, as if they looked for :i 
creek to t;-.urft ~n :?.t for th ... convc,,icncc ot" landinrr; ho·-v­
cver, as they did not come quite far enough, they did 
r,C't fee the litrte inlet where I formerly land~d my rafts, 
but run their bo1t on fhorc upo!1 the beach, at about 
ha!f a mi!e from me, wric:i was very h:1ppy for me; 
for othern·ifc t1:!.ev wouI<l have Janded jui1:, as I m.ty 
fav, at m..r door, ·and would },ave foon· beatea m erit 
ot' my caiHe, and, perhaps, have plundered me of all I tad. 

V/Len t i..ev were on friore, I W:l.S fully fatisfied they 
wer..:: Err,1ifnmcr., at Ieait mofl of them,· one or t,vo l . d 

thougb were Du ch, but it diLl not prove fo : there 
W(!te i11 all eleven 1,a?r., whereof three of them 1 found 
were u•1;1n~1ed, an·-l (2s I thought) buund; and when the 
£111 four or fvc of ther1 were jumped on fhorc, they 
tock tho{c three out of the boat as prtfoners: one of the 
three I co:.i1d p• rcfr:p ufing the mofi- pafiionatc g-eil:ures 
of intrc:ity, affiiclio'1., and def pair, even to a kind of 
cxtr;i.vagwce; the or11er two, 1 could perceive, lifted up 
their h~nds fometimcs, an<l appeared concerned indeed, 
but not to foch a degree as the firfl:. 

I ,vas perl:.:1...tly confounded. ~t ti1e fight, a11d kne'.\' r.ot 
what the meaning of it fhou!d be; Friday called out to 
to me in Engiifh, as weli as he could, 0 mafl:er ! you 
fee Englifo m;:ins cat prifoncrs as ,,,:ell a~ fa\':1ge mans. 
V✓hv, faid l, Fr:dav, do VGU think they are going to c::.t 
thc:~then? Yes, fa;:, Fri~hv,tf;cywille:1tthem. ~'o,no, 
faid I, Friday; I am :t:.·a:d. the~' \Vi!l nrnrJer thm in­
deed ; but you may be fore they v:ill not eat th~m. 

J\1! thi!> wLiJc l r.ad no t½o!.lght of wh:u the 1:1:1.tter 
really was, but flood trembling with the horror of t,"1e 
iig11t, cxpccfo1g cve1 r moment when the three prif..mers 
fhquld be killed; nay, once I faw or.c of t½.c vilbins 
Lft up his arm \.\ ith a g.:-c:i.t cutlacc ( as the feamen c,Jl 
it) or fi.vord, to 1hike one of the poor men ; and I 
expccled to fee him f.dl every moment, at which all the 
bto d in my body feemcd to ru:1 chill in my veins. 

I wifhcJ 

'· 
I, 
< 
r. 
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I wifue<l heartiiy no,\.' for our Spaniar J, and the favage 

that w·1s gone with him; or that I had 1ny ,vay to have 
come undifrovered within foot of them, th::t I might h~v~ 
ref.::ued the three men; for I faw no fire arms they had 
among them; but it fell out to my mind another way. 

After I had obferved the outrageom u:age of the three 
n:en by the i,1folcnt feamc::, I obferve<.~ the fdlo .. ,·s ra·n 
fcatterino- abot:t the land, as if t!1ev wanted to fre the ~ , 

country : I obf·crved alfo, that the three other men had. 
liberty to go where they pleafed; but they fat down all 
three upon the ground very penfive, and looked like men 
in def pair. 

This put me in mind of the firft time when I c:2me 
on fuore, an.:1 began to look about me ; how I gave my­
felf over fo.i· Jofi, how wildly I looked round me, what 
dreadful apprchenfions I had, and hov.,r 1 lodged in the 
tree all night for fear of being devoured by wii<l beafi:s. 

As I knew nothing that night of the iupply I was to 
receive by the p:·ovidential d: ivi"g of the ihip nearer the 
land, by the fh1 ms and tdes, by ,..,·l•ich I have fince 
been fo long nouriihed and ft.fj)Ortcd; fo th fe three poor 
defolatc men knew nothing how certaii1 of deliverance 
and fupply they were, how nt'.lr it ,rn~ to them, and 
how effectually and re.ally trwy w~:-c in a conditio,1 of 
fafctr,, ~t the fame ti:ne they thought themfelves iofr, 
s,1d t!1.l:'1r cc:&: defo::rnte. 

So little do \\~e fee Lefo~e m in the v:o:·ld, and fo 
much rc .. fon h~ve '.Ve to dep~i-d ch,:arfully upon the 
great maker of the world, th~t he does not leave hie; 
creatGiCS fo 2.Gfolu:_ly, deft:tme, b~t that in t:rc 1.vodl: 
circumfbnres they h~ve always fornethine: to be tb.nk­
fui for, :md fometimes are nearer th ir clelivcranc::> than 
they ir.·13gine; nay, are e:en brought to th~ir c'.c>fr,er­
ancc by the m:::ans by wili:!1 tl1ey frtm to :>e b:ouoht 

h . Jft ~· b ~o t e:r e .ru~non. 
It was j,~fr at the top of high-·.\·a~t:r v::1e::. th::fo 

people c2me on {h0!-c, an i. whil-: pl1 t1y they fho ! 
p~r}ying v, irl, the prifoners t!:ey bro 1i;ht, a:1d partly 
w.111c tl.:..e,· r:-.mbled al'out to fr:: wh-:t kiri,1 ,- f !J!.,r~ t~t:V 
we1 e in, they h:id carddly 11.,i<l till the: tice \VA'3 fpent, 
and ~he '.hlt.r w2s d,bc.,: con!iderablv 1w~v, lewiug ·•1µ=r• bo-=t 1 ,....':'"'f'Vl "'11'4 ~ ~ --·• ~- " s· ~ -··-· 

Thry 
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They had left two men in the bo;~t, who, as r found 

afterwards,· haYing dr.1nk a little too much b:andr, feli 
nfieep; howe~:er, one oF them ,vt1.king fooncr than the 
other, and finding the beat too faft a ground fof him to 
ftir it, h~lloo..:d for the re1l: ,vho ,vere ftraggling about, 
upon which they all foon came to the boat; Lut it was 
paft all their ftrength to launch her, the boat being very 
heavy, and the ibore on that fak being a foft ou(\' fand, 
a!moit like a quickfand. 

l 1 • ~. • 1·k r h ' n t111s conu.1t10n, 1 e true 1earnen, w ,o arc, pcnnps, 
the leait cf all 1r.;mkind give-n to forethought, they gave 
it ovd-, and ,s,ay they H:ro!led ahout the country again ; 
and I heard' one of them fay akud to a11other ( caliing 
them off from t;1e boat ; ) \Vhy, let her alone, J :eek, can't 
ye> fhc'll float next tide: hy \\'hich I ,vas fully confirmed 
in th-e m:iin enquiry, of what countrymen they were. · 

.t\.11 this while I kept myfelf clofc, not once tb.ring to 
ftir out of m:;-ca:lHe, any fr1rtller t InH to m:.- place of 
obfen·ation, near the top of t!1e hill; and '.'er_,• glad 
I wa5, to think how well i:: was fortified: I knev,• it w.1.s 
no lefs than ten hours before the bt.:at could be on float 
again, an<l· hy that time it \.1/0uld be dark, and I might 
be more at !ibcrt,· to fee their mo ions, and to hcanheir 
difcourfe, if the•i had ::mv. 

In the me::.n ti'mc l fitted m::fclf up for a battle, as b:!­
forc, tho' with more caution, k1hnvr'11!! l had to do with 
a1~ot11cr kind cf c,icmy than.1 hatl at !iAt : 1 Cldere<l Fri~ 
<la,; aifo, dnrn 1 had m:tde an excc1lcnt mz.r:..:frnan with 
hi.s gun, to lead himfelf with am~., : I took myfclf t,, o 
fowling--pieccs, ,ind 1 gave him three muf{Jllet·: 111\' f,~~ure, 
indectt 1,v:1.s ·Yer)' fic:2e;' I h:d my formic!:i.blc g~1:!t~lbn 
co:i.t on, with t11c great c:ip I ITICi1tioncd, a n,tk:ed (word., 
two piil:oJs in my bdt, and a gur. upon c~ch i110ukkr. 

It wa~ my dC'fign, as I fai,i ,lbovc, not to han: made 
any attempt till it v,as dark; but about two o\:loc.·; 
being the heat of the d: y, I found tha:: in ihort tl!ey 
were all oone ftrao-o-line- into the woods, a,1d, as I .,b ~~ '-' 

thought, v;cre ail bid clown to flcep: tl1e three poor 
difi:rdfo<l men, too anxious for their condition to get 
any f1cep, were however fct down under t},e !hc-ltcr of 
2 great tree, m about a quarter of a mile from me, and 
as l thought, out of fight of any vf the reH. 

Upon 

l 

'-l 

0 

' . 
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Upon this I refolved to d ifcover my felf ta them, and learn 

fomething of their condition: immediately I l1oarched in 
the figure above, my man Friday at a good difiance be­
hind me, as formidable for his arms as but not mak­
ing quite fo flaring. a f peB:re-like figuri•• ~s I did. 

I came as near them undifcovered as I could, and then, 
before anv of them f-;w me-, I called aloud to them in 
Spanifh, \Vhat are ye, Gtntlemen? ' · 

They ftarted up at the noifa, but were ten times more· 
confounded when they fa\v me, and the uncouth figure 
that I made: they made no anfwer at all, -but I thought 
I perceived them jufi: going to fly from me, when I f poke 
to them in Englifh: Gentlemen, fai<l I , do not be furpifed 
at me ; perhaps you may have a friend nea1 /OU when 
you did not expect 1t: Fe muft be fent cireB:ly from: 
heaven then, faid one of the .,·11 very gravdy to me, and 
pulling off his hat at the fame time, for our condition is 
pafi the help of man. All help-is from heaven, Sir, 
faid I : but can you put a fi:ranger in the way how t9 
help you? For you feem to. me to be in fome great dif­
trefs: I faw yo_u when you landed; and \,:he.a you 
feemeJ to make appli,:ition to the brutes th<lt c::::ne \\ ith 
you, I faw one of them lift up his fo,ord to kill y011. 

Tht: poor man, with te:.1ts running c!m1:n bis face, 
and trembling, loo\in 6 like oneafl:oniihed, returned, Am· 
I talking to God or man? Is it a re,d man, o. an '.lngd? 
Be in no frar , h01:t that, Sir. fad I : if Goel had fent 
.m angel to rdieve you, he \.Yould have come better 
clot~1ed, and armed :ifter anotl1er manner, than 1 o\dt.e· 
me in; 

1
T)rav Iav afide ,·o .1r f ea:·s; I am a man an En

0
0-. 

✓ • ✓ 

JifLman, 3.Iid dif pofrd to afEf youi you fee ; I have one 
fervant only; we have arms ?.nd ammunition; tell us 
freely) can we frrve you ?-~\rhat is your cafc: ? 

Our cafe, faid he, fir, is too long to tell you, while 
our mu:-derl.'rs :::,e fo nea-; Lut, in fho:·t, fir, I was com~ 
nunder of that ihip) my i:1~n having mntined againfi: 
me they have been h:irdly prevaileJ on not to murder me, 
and at laft: !"law f~t me on fhore in this defolate place, with 
thef,~ two men with r.1c, one mv m 1te, the otlicr a paffen-
ger~ where ·-.i:c expected to pcri111 believinu the place.to be • , 0 

uni11habited 1 anJ, k·,o, · no't p .. t \Vhat to think of it. 
Y\'i1e;:e ~r~ thofo brutes., your cnemits ? fai<l I_; do· 

you 
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you know where thc-y are gone ? There they are, fir, faid 
he, poiuting to a thicket of trees; my heart trembles for 
fe2r they have f een l:s, and he2..rd you f peak; if they have, 
they ,,,vill certainly murder us all. 

Have they any fire-arms? faid I: he anfwered they 
had only two pieces, and one ,vhich they left ·n the boat. 
\Vell then, faid I, leave the refi to me; I fee they are all 
afleep; it is an eafy thing to kill them all ; but fhall \\·e 

rather t~ke them prifoners ? He told me there ,vere two 
defperate v Hains among them, that it was fcarce fafe to 
fliev/ any mercy to ; but if they were fecured, he believ­
ed all the refi would return to their duty: I afKed him, 
,-.·hich they v. ere? He told me, he could not at that dif­
tance dcfcribe them; but he would obey mv orders in 
any thing I would direct: "\"\-el], faid I, let us 'retreat out 
of their view or hearing, left they awake, and we will 
refolve farther; fo they \'Villingly \\ ent back with me, till 
the v:oo<l:, covered us from them. 

Look you, fi.r, faid I, if I \·enture upon your drlive­
rance, are you willing to m~tke two conditions with me? 
He anticipated my prnpofa.J~, by telling me, that both 
he and the {hip, if reco,·ered, ihould be wholly din::cred 
and com~:mcecl by me in eve,·y thing; and if the fl1ip 
\VRS not recO\·ered, he would live and die with..me in 
what part of tLe \\ 0rld foever I \',ould fend him ; and 
the two other men faid the fame. . 

"\\"" ell, fr.id I, my conditions arc btit two: r. Th:it 
while you fh:y on this ifbnd with me, you will not pre­
tend to 2ny authority here; and i! I put arms into your 
hand-;, ) ou ·., ill 1:pon all OtT2.fions giye them up to me, 
and c1o no p1 ejudire to me or mine, upo!1 this i{Lmd, 
.. nd in the mean time to he 2ove1 ned b,· rr,v orders . 

• ) ., ,i 

2. That if the ihip is or rn~y le recovered , you wili 
ClITV me and 'mv rn,,n to En!!l:md, T>afla~e free:. 

J ., ., r b • 

He gave me all the a!h.1: 2-.wc th:it the ir.vcn.t10n ar.d 
faith of a m::n rnul J dcvifr\ th::t Le \l ould comp:y with 
tht fe ml fi rtafonabie dern;:,nd~, and ~- 1~!ides v. o.ilrl O\\ e 
his li:..:! to n e, 21id ackno,vk<lge it L.i.JOll all occdiuns :::s 
lon5 as Le iived. 

\Ye11 tl:en, faid I, Lere ,re trree m1.fqnet for you, 
with powder and b,.11; 'C I me !1ex: what you t1iink is 
proper to be <lo;;.e: he fLe·,·, ed c!U tl.e tefomony o h:s 

bratltt.de 
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gr~~itude that he was able; b11t offered to be \1,,holly 
guided by me: I told him, I thought it was hard ven. 
turing any thin(l", but the befi: method I conld thi0k .of~ 
was to fire llpO!~ them at once, as they Jay; and if any 
were not killed at the firfi: volley, and offered to fobmit, 
we might fave them, and fo pi1t it wholly upon Go<l's 
providence to direct the foot. 

He faid very modefily, that he was loth to kill them, 
if he could help it; but that thofe two were incorrigible 
,-ilfains, and had been the authors of all the mutinv in 
t"ht i11ip; and if they efcaped, \ve {hould be undone fti!l; 
for they would go on board, and bring the whole {hip's 
company, and defi:roy us all : "\Vell then, faid I, neceility 
legitimates my advice; for it is the only way to fave our 
~ives. Howc\·er, feeing him fl:ill cautious of fuedding 
blood, I told him, they {hould go themfelves, and ma­
nage a:; they fonnd conve1iient. 
· In the n1iddle of this di!comfe we heard fame of them 

.1-vake, and foon after we faw two of them on their feet: 
I :-lked him, if either of them were the men who he had 
fa id W{'•·e the heads of the mutiny? He faid, No. "\~Tell 
then, faicl I, you may let them efrape, and Provideuce 
feems tc- have wakened them on purpofc to fave tl1em~ 
frlves: Now, faid I, if the refl: efcape you, it is your fault. 

Animated with this, he took the mufquet I had given 
him in his• hand, and pifl:ol in his belt, and his two 
comn des with him, with each man a piece in his hand: 
th~ t'VCJ men, ,\:ho were with him, going firfl:, nnde fome 
noife, at whid1 one of the feamen, who was awake, 
tm ned abu11t, and feeing them corning, cried out to the 
reH; bnt it was too late then; for the moment he cried 
ont, tl1ey fired, I mean the two men: the capt1.i11 wifely 
referving his o,vn piece: they had fo well aimed their 
ihot at the men they knew, that one of them w,1s ki]kd 
on the f pot, and the other verv mu; h wounded ; bur not 
being de?..d, he fiartl.!d up on l;is feet, a11d called eagerly 
for hell) ~o the o•her; but the captain~ fteppi 1g to him, 
told him it war; too late to cry for heJp; he ihould rall 
upon God to forgive hi., viUa:-:.y; and \Vith that word 
knocked him down wi~h t~1~ ft x:~ o: hi~ m11fquet, io 
that he rn.ver fpoke mr,re: th i? rc Wf'1 e th : ee ml);e in the 
con p,my, and one of thtrn w;:s a!fo Lightly woundtd: V T ~ • OL, ... , L Oy 

,. 
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hy this time I\\ as come; and when t½ey faw their d2.n• 

be;·, and that it :' as in vain to reufr, they begged for 

mercy : the capt:m1 told them, he would fixue their 

lives, if they woula give him any affllrance of- thei: ab• 

horrence of the treacher)' thcv lud b:>en <Tuilt)" of and. 
, b ' . 

v:ould_fo·ear to ?e Lithful to him in re1·overin~ the fhip, . 

~nd afterwards 111 C'.HTj ing her bc:ck to Jamaica, from 

whence they came : they g,rve him all tLe p otdrations 

of their fincerity that c-o11l(1 be def.ired, and he was will• 

ing to believe them, and fp:.re t11cir Jives, which I ·was 

not 2.gaidl; only I obliged them to ke:.:p thc.m bound 

hand and foot while they were 11pon 'the ifland. 

\,Vhiie this ,rn& doing, I fe1:t} iJ.c1y "ith the captain's 

mate to the boat, wifo orders to fr l,rc ht:r, and bring 

~rway the oars and fail, which t] cy did; and by and bv, 

6reefiragglingmen, that were (h?ppilyforthem) par't­

«-d from the refi, came back 1.pon be3rin6 the guns 

fired; and feeing their capt.-i", ,iho before was their 

prifoner, now their conquc. 01, th("y fobn1itted to be 

b01,nd alfo, and fo our ,ic:c ·y w'.'.s c01rpl 'te. 

It now remained, that the tcf,t?i:1 and I fhould enquire 

i~to oae ar.otLer 's circumfiances: 1 b::g:m firfi, and told 

~im n y wliole bifiory, ,vhich be ~-e~.rt~ ,,. it:t an attention 

C\'en to amazenxnt, and -p:;.rfr uhriy Rt the wonderful 

manntr of my being furniihed with pro~ ifions and am• 

mnnition; and inc1eed, .as my fOi y is a ,•:hole collection 

i.: f wonders, it affdb_d him de( p1, ; b1.:t when he rcf1e8:cd 

:from thence 11pon himfolf, and how I feerncd to have been 

prefen·ecl there on purpofe to fave his life, the tears ran 

d.Jwn his face, an<l he could not fprak a word· more. 

After this communi~ati( n was at an end~ I carried 

1'.im and hi, two mea into my apa1tments, ]e:i.<ling them . 

in jufi where I came cut, v,1,., t the top of th;. houfr; 

where I refrdhed them with fi.,ch proYif:ons as I h:1d, 

-:..nd fhewed them rJi the cc11triv.iucu, I had made du­

.ring my long, long inhal iti 1~ that 1)lace, 

.All I ihewed them, ::; ll I faid to ,hem, wa& pc:rf <:El:ly 

~ml ,zing; bt t~ abov~ aii, the <'~ytain ?..dmireo 111)' for .. 

tification ; ~ n<l hew i>er~ cHy I l.atl rnncealcd my retreat 

\, itha crrove of trct'-, \\ hid~, Lavi1 er no-.\' been planted 
r, 

C> • • l: 

near twenty Y<'(\rs, :i.rid tlie trees gro,\·111t~ much fai er 

r.hai1 in E;1~Lwd, ·v •. s Lc:.ome a litt.-! wooJ, 31~d fo 
thidt 

p: 
I 
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thick, that it was unp1ffi1ble in any part of it, but at 
that one fide where I had refcrved my little winding 
pa{E1ge into it: this I told. him _was my raftle, and my 
refidence; but that I had a feat 111 the country, as mofl: 
princes have, whither I could retreat upon ocra!ion, and 
I would ih~w him that too another time; but at pref~nt 
our bufi.n~-fs was to confider how to rernv~r the fh · p: 
he agreed with me as to tl1at ; but to1d me, he was ptr• 
fectly at a lofs what me:lfi.ire to take; for that there 
were ft:il fix and twenty han<ls on bo, rd, who having 
entered into a rnrfed confpirary, by which they bad ali 
forfeited their lives to the law, would be lrn.rdened in 
it no\v by dcfperation; and,woPld carry it on, knowing 
t:h?.t if they were reduced, they ihould be brought to the 
gallows as foon as t11ey came to En2,la11d, or to any of 
the Eng!ifh ro!onics; and that therefore there \\ ould be 
no attacking them with fo finall a number as we were. 

I mufed for forne time upon wh2t he had faid, and 
founJ it was a very rational condufion, and that there­
fo,·e fomething wa~ to be refoh-ed on very fp.:edily, as. 
well to draw the men on board into fome fnare for their 
fmprize, as to prevtnt their landing upon us, and de­
firoy:ng llS: upon this it prefently occurred to me, that 
in a little while, the fuip's cre1v, wardering what ·was 
bcrome of their comrades, and of the boat, would ,~er~ 
tainly come on fuore in their other boat to iee ior them; 
an<l that then perhaps they might come arm-:: I, and be 
too ffro1~g for us: this, he allowed, was rational. 

Upon this I told him, the firfl: thing we had to <lo, 
\vas to !cave the bo:it, which h,y upon the beach, [o that 
they mi.;ht not carry her off; and, taking every thing 
oin of he,·, le,.ve her fo rar nfelefs :1s not to be fit to fwim; 
accordingly "·~ \vent on boa.ni, took the arms ,v11irh 
wnc le:t on LoqrJ out of he:·, ~in i w\atevcr eifo '"'e 
found thcr ·, ,~ hich \Vas a bottk of brandy, and ,!n.:>ther of ru '11, a kw bil·l1it-rakeo.:, an horn of p,1W-!er, an\.l a gre.¼t lumry of fob0ar in a IJ:ece of ran·:as ,· the fwrar J .1 l"> \Vas fi ve or G,\ pounds; all whid1 was very we1rom · to 
n,e, efpecially the Grandy and ftwdr, of which I ha-1 had l . 0 none c!t for many years. 

\\' hen we ha ·I rarri .. d all thf [ • thinf_;s on ihore (the 
oars, mafr, fad, and n.1d~ler of t!1c bo~t, wei-e carded 
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av,·ay before, as above) we knork.ed a great hole i11 her 

bottom, that if they had come ftrong enough to mafl:er 

us, vet they could not earn- off the boat. 
Ii1deed 1t ,\·as not emch in my thoughts, that we 

could be capable to recover the ibip; but my viev.r ,,. as, 

tbt 1f they ,rent away without the boat, 1 did not mu ·h 
q11ef1:ion to make her fit again to carry us away to the 

Leeward iDands, anJ call upon our friends the Spaniards 

in my way, for I had them fiill in my thoughts. 
"\Yhile we were thus preparing our defigns, and had 

frfl:, by main firength, he,,ved the boat up upon the 

beach, fo high that the tide would not fl.oat her off at 

high-watermark; and, befides, had broken an ho]e in her 

bottom, too big to be quickly flopped, and were fat clown 

mufing wl1atwe iho11ld do; we heard the fhip fire a gun, 

a:.d faw hrr make a waft with her ancienr, as a iignal for 

r-he bo, t to come on board; but no boat fiirrtd; and thev 

f.red feverai tirnesi making other iignals for the bm,t. · 

At laft, when all their fignals and firings proved fruit­

lefs, ;,,nci they found the boat did not frir, we faw tLtm 
(by the ht lp of our glafies) boiit a11othu- Loat out, and 

ro,': to·::ards the fhore; and ,\·e fo1!ml as thty approach­

ed, tbat there were no le fs than ten men in her, and thut 

t!--iey had fire arms with them • 
. :\s the {hip Jay almof1: two leagues from the ihore, 

\n:: h.d a foll view of tLem as they ca11t, and a 1,Jain 
jjght of frc mm, even of their fa( es; bee 1.ufe the tide 

h, . .,_. ing fet :::cm c, Ji ttlt to the eaft of tbe oth 'r boat, they 

rowed·up 1mder fr ore, to come to the fame place "here 

the o:her had !anded, and ,vherc the boat lay. 
Bv th:s means. l fav, we had a full view of them, 

a!'d the c~.pt2.in knew the perfons a!lcl chJrar7:ers of all 

tile men in the boat; of whom he faid that there were 

three very hont fr fr:lo"·", who, he was fore, were led 

i,1to f1;5 confpiracy b} the reft, being o,'erpowere<l ~nd 
.L' ,. )t.,,1 
.L1 ... ~I •'- . • 

}>.Jt that for tl1e 'boatfo·ail', wh0, it fec:ms, was the 

chitf office:· among ther.n, and ?.Jl he ~ cfr, they were as 

o·;tragem . .; as a11y of the £hip's crew; and were, no 
doubt, ma<le defperate in thtL· new ntcrpri~e; and ter­

riblyapi,rchei1:iv..; he was, that they ,vouki b~ too powc:r­

fol for us. 
I fmiled 

r 
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C • 



' . .. 

r, 

•' 

R O B I N S O N C R U S O E. z4 5 
I fn-iikd at him, and told him, that men in ou:- cir­

cur.nfhnces were p:rO: the o_peratio1:::: of fe;:i.r: that feeing 
almoJl: ev,rv condition that could be was better th:rn that 
\\'? were lllJ)pofed to bein, ,ve ought to expecr,that thec01:­
frquence, whether death or life, would bt fore to b(! a de­
livcrnn;:-e; I afln:ed him, 1.vhat he thought of thecircumlt:an­
cs of my life, and whether a deliverance ,vere not worth 
·venturin?· for. And where, fir, faid I, is yonr he lid of my 
bein~ pr~tervcd here on purpofe to fan your life, which' 
ele.-:1.tf'd you a little while ago? For my part, fr. icl I, there 
f....:crns to be but one thi11g amifs in all the profpe8: of it. 
\\ hat's th;:it? Lys be "\Vhy, faid I, 'tis th,H, as you fay,. 
foere arc three or four honeJ1:fe11ow:s among them, which 
iliould be fp:i.rcd; bd they been all of the wicked part of. 
the cre'.v, I ihoulrl ha·,e thought Ga:i's provid::-nce l1ad 
fingled them out to deliver them into your hands; fer 
depend upon it, every· man of thcn.1 that comes a{hore, 
are our own, and foall <lie or live, as thev behave to :is. 

As I fpoke this with a raiied voi,e, an(l'chcarful ,._our:.­
tenance, I found it greatly enco'...;raged him; fo we fct 
vigoroufly to our bufineis: we had, upon the fi1 ft ap­
ptnance of the boat's coming from the fuip; conficlcred 
of frp:trati ng our prifoners, and had indc...:d fecure<l thera 
effectual] y. 

Two of them, of who:.11 the captain was ]efs afTured th:rn 
ordin;i.ry,I font withFrich.y,and one of the three ( delivered 
n1en 1 to mv cave, wherf' ney wt::re rerrote enoua-h, :.:r: 1 1 
011t ~f danier of bcin

0
a heard or difcovereu. or nt f.1di,10· ....... ; .::, 

their w;1y Ol,t of the wooJs, if they could h,1ve ci .. livered 
themfelves: hei·e they left ern bot.nd, Gut gave 'em p~·ovi­
fion;-;, and promifeci 'cm, ii they contiaued the"re quietly 

. ' 1 • l'b . ' b ' ·1. ' to give c:m t.1e1r 1 erty 1n z. Gay or two; 1,t t;.1:'tt i1 tr:ty 
atte:npted tbt.ir efrapc, they fhould be p1~t to death wit'l­
out mercv. They pro:'nifed f: ithfollv to btar the:r con­
finement '\\·ith patience, and Wt.rev,. r\' thank.fol that thcv 
had fuch good ufage as to ha,,e l· rovii~ons, an<l a light left 
'em; fo~- Friday gave 'em candles (foch as we m;ide our­
felves) for their comfo::-t; and thev did not know but that 
he fiood centinel over 'em at the entr2.r1ce. 

'I he other prifoners had better 11fagt; t\·.;o of them 
were kept pinioned indeed, bera-u1e tl;c raptaia \\ 2..s not 
free to trufi them; but the other two\\ ere t2.ken into my 
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fervice upon thei:- captain's re~ommendati,in,' and uoo~ 
their fo1emn1y en~ag;ng to live 2nd <lie with us;· fo, 
with them and the three honefi: men, vi:e were fcven men 
well armed ; and I made no <loutt we fuould be able to 
dtal ·well enovgh with the ten that were a comino-, ron­
fidering that the c2.pt::in had faid, the;e weie three ~r .:our 
hor.cfi men ari cn1r, them alfo. . 

As fcon as frey got to the place where tte:r other 
bo::i.t fay, they ran their boat into the beach, and c;:me 
all on :fhore, rr=niling lile boat up after them, whic-h I w:..s 
ghcl to fee; for I V/~S afraid they wol11<l rather tla · ,p Jcft 
the t;o:::t 2t an :m -:-hor, fome drfl, nc:e from t'1e {h'.)rt, 
,.,,·frh fome hands in hLr to guard he1·; and fo we ihould 
not be able to fe;ze t 1~e ro::i 

Bt~ing on fhore, the fidt th:ng they did, the}· ran all 
to tr.c otl e:- toat; .n,: it \Yas eaf1 to fee they ,,._ere rn:der 
a gr• '~ t fw prife, to fin 1 her {hipped, c:s aoo,·e, of all that 
v,as in her) ~nd 2 great hole in her bottom. 

Aner frey had n,ufe,l ;;iwhde upon thi-:, they fetup two 
h 11 ,,, " • • l 11· · l . . ' t or t .ree gi·e~,t rnouts, 1,·1:1comg w1u a l 1eir m1gn , to 

"try if thev rmild n.1a!(e theit" com:..;anions 11car; Lut all was 
t,; 1i0 in{, ,ofe ; the-1~ tb.ey· cam~ all cJofc in a ring, and 

.l .. . ' 

fi t:d a ·;dlev d their fmail arr.1,, which ir!deed we 
hea d, and tfe echoes made the woods ring; lmt it was 
all one; thofe in the cave, we were furc, coul<l not hear; 
and thofe in our kecpi,1g, though they heard it well 
enollf:'h, }'et d111 fl: give no anf,,·er to t1,ern. 

Thry were fo afionifl.ecl at the furprife of this, that, as 
th ey to:,l 11s aftenvanls, they refolved to go all on board 
;:; p-;~·, to rhcir foiD, and Jet them kaow there, th~1 t the 
r.1~n we re all n11.1 ;·ciere:d, a1id the lon}~-boat fi:1ved; ac­
cording, they immedi:.1tely bunched the boat again, 
and o-ot all of them on board. 

T}~e ca_pt3in w~.s terribly :.i.mr..zed, and even ronfoun~1w 
eel at this, beJieYing they ,vo,il<l go on board the {hip 
:wain, and fet fail, aivi1.g their comr:.i.des for Jofr, and 
f; he fhould !till lof; the {hip, ·which he was in hopts 
we ihotJJ have rfco-.,,.ered.; 1-:.it he was qnirkly as much 
frighted the other way. . , 

Thev hid not been long put off with tne boat, but ,ve 
perreiv~2 them :.111 coming on ihore again; but with this 
new meafoi·e in tt~eir condl:ct, which, it feems, they ~on­

fol.•:d 
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fuhe<l together upon ; Yiz. to le::tve three mer: in tLe 

. boat, and the 1·efl: to go on fh Jt e, and go up rnto the 
country to leak for their fe!lows. 

This w:1s a oTeat difap;"Jointm-::r.t to us; for now \'V-: 
~ . 

, 1-ere at a Jofs what to do; tor our fe' zing thofe fcven r>1e:1 

on fuore would be no advantage to us if we let the b_oa: 
de-ape becaufe they would then row away t_o the fh11;; 
anJ then the re11 of them woc1ld be fore to we1 6h, anJ 1e:: 
fail, and fo our recovering the ihip would be lofi:. 

However, we had PO remedy but to v,:ait and fee what 
the itfoe of thi:vrs mi0ht p refent: the feven men came 
on fhor e, and the th~·ee who remained ia the bo'.it put 
her off to a good difl:ance f:-om the fu0re, and c2.rne t~ 
an anrhcr to ·wait for them; fo that it was impoIEble for 
us to 1~ome at them in the boat. 

Thofe that came on {hore kept clofe together, marcL"' 
ing towards the top of the little hill, under which my 
luwi~ation 12.y; and we could fee them ptainly, tbo' tht.y 
could not perceive us: vve could have been very glad 
they woul<l haYc come nearer to us, fo that \.Ve migh~ 
ha•·e fireci at th,;m; or th,,t they woulri have go;1e hrther 
off, that we might h:we come ?.broad. 

But when they \\·ere come to the brow of the :1iE1> 
where they could fee a great v.ray in the valley ar.ci 
woods, which lay t°'~..-ards the north-eafi: p:irt, <'.n<;!.. 
where the ifland lay lowefl:, they ihouted and hailoocl 
till they were weary ; and not caring, it fi.:ems, to \.-Cf,· · 

tnre for from the ih:)re, nor far from one another, ~'.1ey 
fat down tof[cthcr under a tree, ~o confil➔ er of it : !1c,d. 
they thought' fit to have gone to fleep the,·e, ac; thl! other­
p:1rty of them had done, they had done the job far us; 
bnt they were too full of apµrehenfi. 0;1:; of d2,ng~r, t:> 

ventnre to go to fleep, though they codd ~1 t tt.11 v,h::.~ 
the ,!anger was they ·had to fear, n'.:it~er. 

_The captai_n made a ~cry jl:~t prrp1fa.l to :'il.e -upoa 
th~s confultat1011 of theirs ; viz. :hat per h:1p3 they 
wo\1ld all fire a voUey again, to e1deavour to m 1J...e 
their fe_llows bear? and that we ihou)d all f:dl y u po:1 
them, Jllfi at the Jllnet:ure when their pieces were ::ill 
difclrnrgecl, and they would certainly yield, and we 
ihould h·we them without blnodfued; I like<l the pro­
pcfal, prcndd it wa~ done while ,,:e •\·c-rc 11car c:~ourJ, 
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to c_ome up to them, before they could load their piecc1 
3g2m. 
. But this event did not happen and ,~-e lav frill a lonp­

t1me, very irrefoiute what courfe to take, ;t length I 
tol~ ~hem_,. th_ere wod~ be nothi11g to be done in my 
opm10!1 till mght; anct then, if they did not return to 
the boat, perhaDs we mio-ht find a ,{ av to o-et between 
them ::md the !bore, and fo mioht nfe fon~ firatagem 
with them in the boat, to get tl~em on fhore, · 

~Ve ,vair:d a grea: ,,.·bile, though very imp3.tient, for 
theirrem_ovmg, and wtrc ,·ery uneafy: when, after long 
confoltat10ns, we faw them fl:art all up, and matTh down 
towards the fca: it ftems, they Jud fuch Jreadful ap­
prehenfions upon them of the dan.;er of the plate, that 
tl1",:- refolved to £0 on board the fhip ao-ain, <rive their 

., c...., ~ • b 

companions over for loft, and fo go on with their in~ 
tcncic<l voyage with the ihip. 

As -'.'oon 2s 1 per·~eivcd them go towards the {hore, I 
im?.6 ined it to le as it really was; that the~· had given 
<~v~r their fearch, and were for (Toin,r back ao-a:n; a11d 

h O f'J 

t!1e r:::,DtJin, :::.s fooi1 ;:-• ., I tokl hin.1 rnv thoup-bts, was 
rea1y to iink at the an,rehenfions of it,; lrnt r'j}refcntly 
t;1011ght of a :firatagtm to fotch thc:1.1 back again, an<l 
--wliich anfwered my end to a tittfr. 

1 o,cered Friday, and the captain's mate, to go over 
the Jitlle creek wefr,rnrcl, towards the place \\ here the 
fw2.ges came on ihore ~:hen Fri(by was rtfrued; anu :g 

:fi..1011 as they Cctrne to a littk I i:fing ground, ~,t a.ho tit half 
.i mil-:'s dJiance, I bade them h:1.lloo as loud as they 
lff>..dd, ,m<l wait till they found the fe:unen heard tliem; 
th2.t ,.s foon as ever they htard the ie:m1e11 anfwer them, 
they ihould return it again, and then ket ping out of 
figrit, t;;kc a round, alwa_\S ~n!wering whrn the othtr 
L:1!ooed, to draw t~,1.:n~ as r,.r into the ii!J.11J, and among 
tl:e woe, !f, as po!iibk, ~:nd then wheel :..bout ugain to 
r1 ,~, by fuch ,vays l dir(.'Ld. . 

Th1;y we: e jl1H going into the bo:i.t, ·wh::n F11hy and 
the m.:te hallooe<l, and they prefu1tly heard tl cm, and 
: •• .f.•. erirl ~:, run alon o- the ihore \\·eft w2.rc\ to\\'~11·ds the 

_..,, 0 t 1. 
i,,oice t~ey he:1rd, when t!1ey were prc.fently ftoppe, uy 
t:,e t reek, where th:> ·.vater being up, they could not get 
v.-t>, ~L.d called for the r.oa! to come up, ~nd fet thtm 
o, e:-, as indecc! 1 expedd. \:-;/hen 

r; 
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,,~hen thev had fet themfeh·es over; I obferved that 

the boat bein~ o·one up a o-bood wav into the creek, and 3.S 
b V '- ., 

it were in an harbour within the land, thev took one of 

the tl1ree men out of he;_· to go along \\·ith tl{em, and le.ft 

only two in the bo2.t, having faftened her to the fl:l!mp 

of a little tree on the fhore. 
This was what I wiihed for, and immediately lc::i..ving 

Friday and the captain's mate to their bufi11efs, 1 took 

the rdl: wit'.1 me, and, croffing the creek out of their 

fight, we furprifed the t\.\'O men before they were a ware., 

one of them lying on ihore, and the other being in the 

boat; the fellow on ihore was between fleep~ng and 

waking, and going to i1:art up, the captain, who was 

foremofr, ran in upon him, and knocked him down, and 

then ca:led out to him in the boat to yield, or he v:2.s ~ 

dead man. 
Then. nee 1led verr few 2.rrruments to perfuade?. fin!7 le 

, ._> u 

nnn to yielci, \·:htn he fa,\. fr;e men upon him, and his 

co~nraJ. kn ·ked.--!own; befi(les, this was, it feuns, o:1e 

of the ~hrec \·:ho were not fo hca!·ty i~1 the n:utiny «t! th-:! 

rdt of j1c crew, and therefore \\·as e2.fily p~rfaadt:'i .,o: 

only rn :ield, but afterwards to join v::-ry foKc~·t ly ,,. itL uc.. 

In th~ mea·1 time, Frid,ty and the captain's mate fo 

well maaageci their buGnefs with the reft, that tl-iey dr. w 

them, by ha1looing and a11fwerin~, from O.ilC hiE to ,'1-

0:her. ::i.nd from one wooJ to anol:1a, t:li tht;y r:l t 0!1lv 

he:1rtiiv tired them, but kft them where tnev'wen:: vtr",r 

fore they could no~ read1 back to the t oat bdo'.·e it -,\·,;3 

ch:rk; a'nd ir~dced they •,;·ere heai·tilr tit·~d ther-::1e:·,e-., 

alfo b,· tne tin:e the\' c .. urn: .x~.:-k t'J ,1:,, · 
\re had nothing IlOW to do but to \\ atch for t.f1'='.H in 

the dark. and t•J tall uro~ the.n, :i.o :::; to ... 1,.~~e fu!-!" 

\L,r k \\ ith the,:. -
It was fe,;e~ cl il011rs ~ft::· r·i ~(i: y c>.mr 2.0 ck to m~ 

before they cMr:t: back ·o t' .tir not.t ; a,d \\: cm1ld ii•:.• . .:· 

the foremofr c ~her"' l·'Il'' b,,.1·, .. , ~t1P · -~.,,,. <'t•;ce •1p 
... ... ... I. IJ-, V b "- ....... - ., ... ,.-\l.1, ...... .; ... \,. ) 

ralling t•> th'11· be- .. ! to ~cC'm.: alori. a:1-.1 , .. -t.~1l<l :::.:L) 
lw:i.r th~m a·•hre.-. :1·1 ! c.c: .. pi~.:r !1;•:; i:.-.::: .::.1.~ f!'.-.::l 

thry ._,ere, ant n-Jt L:i:"!f;'lt>k to'-1..:,1~ :.u : ... ~.r. \.'i1!.~-

"\1."1S ·,e1 v we lcomc r , ,L to us. · , 

..\.t lci1 r:th th.\. :a. '" l! p tot'-,;:, bJ.'~ · i.. t ; r • ·1 ·nn"'t-1 '"). • 
~ ., ' ...,. _., ... -. ... • · I Ao\. •..., 

0 
cth· -~ . , . • 

c... xpre.s e1r '- .. .i •• ~,.!on, Y, n.:: :~c. :oun ... 1 die bo~-~ :-: J:· 
T - • ..... ) 
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a ground in the creek. The tide ebbed out, and th:r 
two men gor;e ; we conld hear them c:111 to one another 
• fl. 1 . 
m a moH ar_neP-tahle manner, tellmg one another they 
were gotten mto an enchanted ifland ; that either there 
were inha!)itants in it, and they fh:u1d all be murder­
ed; or elfe there were devils or fpirits in it, and they 
foou]d be all carried a way :rnd devoured. 

They hallooed again, aud called their two comrades 
by their names :i great manv times, but no anfwer ; 
after fome time, v,re cculd fe~ them, by the little light 
there _was, run about wringing their hands, like men in 
defpa1r; and that fometimes they would cro and fit down . . .:, 

rn the boat to refr themfr[ves, then come afuore, and 
walk about again, and fo the fame thing over again. 

:My men would fain have had me given them leave to 
fa]i upon them at once in the dark; but I was willing to 
t~ke them at fame advantage, fo to fpare them, and kill 
,1.s few of them as I could; and efpecially I was 1mv .. ·iJ .. 
ling to hazard the killing any of our men, knowing the 
other were verv w·ell armed: I refolved to wait to fee 
i f they did not f~parate ; and therefore, to make fore of 
them, 1 drew my ambufcade nearer; and ordered Fn~ 
<lay and the captain to creep upon their hands and feet 
-as clofe to the ground as they could, that they might 
11ot be difcovered, and get as near them as they could 
pofii:JJy, hefore they offered to fire. 

They had no~ been long in that pofiure, but that the 
bo:itf,.vain, who ,··as the principal ringleader of the mu~ 
tinv, and had no1.v fhewn himft:lf the mofi dejecred and 
di l{)inteJ of all the refr, came "valking towards them 
,vith two more of the crew; the captain \Vas fo eager, at 
h:n·ing the prtncipal rogue fo much in his power, that he. 
to1:ld hardly have patience to Jet Lim c?me fo near as to 
t..e fore of him; for they onlv heard his tongue before : 
but \Vhen thev came nt::rer; the captain and Friday, 
Harting up on'tr1eir feet, let fly at them. 

T}1~ boatf.,vai,, was ki 1!ed u_poP the fpot j the next m::m 
,vos foot i1~to the body, and fell jufi: by him, tho' he ~id 
net c.lic till an ho,1r or t\,'O after; and the third, run for It. 

At tlir 11c ifc of the fire, I immediately advanced with 
mv whole 2rm,,, which was now eight men; viz. rny­
fo1±- g\. L.e :.liilimo; }';. J,q my .1ie-....tenant-ge1~cral; tl_H'! 

c.,ptap1 

C" 
,l 

:::. 
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c:1ptain and his two men, and the th:-ee prifcne1 s of war, 

whorn he had tru:fl:ed ·with arms. 
\\Te came upon them indeed i::i the dark, fo that they 

could not fee our number; and I r.-:ade the man they had 

left in the boat, "·ho was no\V one of us, to call them by 
name, to try if I could bring them to a parity, and fo 
might perhaps reduce them to terms; which fell out jufr 
as we ddired : for indeed it was eafy to think, as their 

condition then was, they would be very willing to rapitc­

late ; fo he calls out, as loud 2$ he rou!d, to one of them,. 

Tom Smith, Tom S•·nith. Tom Smith 2nfwered imme­

diately, "\Vho's that! Robinfon ! For it feerns he knev: 

his voice. The other anfwered, Ay, ay; for God's fake, 

Tom Smith, throw down your arms, and yield, or you. 

are all dead men this m01fa,nt. 
"\Vho mu~ '."e yiel<l to ? 1Xhere are they? fop Smith 

again. Here they :ire, fays he; here is our captain and 
fifty men with hir}, have been hunting you this two 

hours; the bo;1.tfr,ain is killed; "\\Till Frye is wotmded ► 
and I am a prifoner ; and if you do not yie}J, you are 

all lo:fl:. 
"\Vill they give us quarte,·then? fays Tom Smith, and. 

we will yield. I'll go and aik, if you promife to yield, 
fays Robinfnn. S0 he :dked the capta;n, and the cap­

tain himfelf then calls out; You, Smith, you know my 
voice, if you lay down your a~ms immediately, and. fob• 

mit, you :fhall have your lives, all but "\Vill Atkins. 
Upon this"\ : ill Atkins cried out, f o·· God's fake, cap­

tain, give me quarter: ;,\·11'.:".t have I done ? they have 
been all as bad a-s I; ,·,nich by the way ·was not true, 

neither; for it feems this "\ViE Atkins-was the fi. rfi m?.n 
th:H laid hold of the ca~1t,t!ll when they firil: mutinc<,, 

and ufed hi.n1 barbarnufk, in tving his hands, a:1d giv­

ing him 11131,rim~s ]anguige: hr~we,:er, the ca1,tain toH 
him he muft lay do-,, n his 2.: ms 8.t difrretior1) and tru::: 
to the governor's mere_', uy which he meant :ne; fr,r 

they a' 1 called me gc~.,.-~rnor. 
In a word, th1;y dl laid down their arms, 2nd. beo-;r".!d. 

their iives; and I fent the ma·n that had parl1ed ~,•ith 
them, and two more, ,-:-ho bound therr. all; and th:!n my 
great army of fifty men, which, pa1·ticularly with tuvie 

three, were all b·.lt dih::, cam::> up and feiz,~d ~:pc I! ~-~f m 
L 6 all, 
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all, .and upon thei r boat, only that I kept myfe1f and 
one more out of figh t , for reafons of fta te. 

Our next ,rork was to repair t he bo'.lt, and to think 
ol_ (ei1,ing the fbip; and as for the captain, now he had 
leifure to p::rky ,, ith them, he expofiuiatcd with them 
11pon the Yilbny of their practices wi.:!1 him, and at 
Jengtb, 11po11 the farther wickednefs of their defiJn; and 
how certainlv it muCT: bring them to miferY and difl:refa 
jn t.he end, ~nd perhaps to the gallmvs. ✓ • 

They all app,:ared very penitent, and begged hard for 
their lin.s: ~-.s for that, he told thtm thi:v were none of 
his prifoners, but the commander's of the i{land ; that 
t!ley thought they had fet him on fhore in a barren nninw 
habited ifland; but it had pleafed God fo to direct them, 
that the iiland was inliabitc:d, and that the governor \\'aJ 

an Eng!ifhman; that he might hang them all there if he 
p!eafrd; but as he had gi,·cn them all qnarter, he fop­
po;ed he ,,·ould fend tilem to England, to be dealt wi~h 
there as jdt~ce req~1ired, except Atkins, whom he was 
\'ommaaded tJ.:· the governor to advife to prepare for 
de?.~h; for that he would he hanged in the morning. 

Th0l1gh this was all a fiction of his o,·:n, yet it had 
its defired effec1: : Atkins fell upon his kue-.s to beg the 

· captain to intercede with the governor for his life; and 
all th1· refr begged of him for God's fake , that they migr1t 
1!ot be f...nr to England . 

lt now ocruned to me, that the time of onr ddivc ... 
='!nee was come, arirl that it would be a moft eafy thing 
tt, bring thtfe fellows in to be hearty in getting pofief­
fion of ~he 1hip; fo I retired in the dark from them, tl.at 
rhey might not ft:e \,·hat kind of a governor they ha l, 
and callul the c.~ptain to me; when I called, as ar ·a 
r,ood difl:ance, one of the men was ordered to fpeak 
avain> and f.:•; to the c~pt~in, Captain, the ommander 
r:{!l'> for yo11; 'and prefently the captain repliul, Tell hi> 
t'x-:rlk;,cy I 2m _;.1il a coming. 'l his more perfectly 
anH1f..:J tber.1;. ::mrl. they all belicYed, that the comman­
dt>r .%' j1..f1- by with his fiity :nen . 

Upo·1 Ut:~~p;:aiil'. coming to me, I tc;d him n~y p ·o­
it0tt foz- fe:1,i:1,, tr.~ -fhi~~, which he liked of ,··ondufully 

.,; ) j .. • • • 

v.-dl, ~.m! IT i"cJ•. •c. ,o p..ir :cm cxe ·~tt10n tne ntxt m01 n11.l;. 
•·t ,.,. ·1·r• ,.,.. 1"',... ..... ,, .... .., • ·, ,. ,.il rr>or-,, .... ,,! and to be ,4,1 •• ,,. '-·• \.. . ... ,.. ~v ... ~1.,, ...... ..,.., 1.. • ... \..i. •• ,. ....,. ~J. .. , 

ftrnre 



R O B I N S O N C R U S O E. 2-5 3 
fecnre of fuccefs, f told hir.1 we !!mil: divide the prifon­
ers, and th<'.t he ihould go and take Atkins, and two more 
of the worH: of them, and fend them p1nioned to the cave 
wh,~re the others lay : this \V:ts committed to Friday, and 
the two men who came on fhore with the captain. 

They conveyed them to the cave, as to a prifon; and 
it was i,1deed a difmal place, efpecially to men in their 
condition. 

The other I ordered to Pl)' bower, as I called it, of 
\vhich _[ have:- given a full defcription; and as it was 
fe•1ced in, and they pinio:i1ed, the place was fecure enough, 
co fideting they were upon their behaviour. 

To thefe in the morning I feat the captain, who was 
to enter into a pa.rie:v witl1 them ; in a word, to try them, 
and tell me, whether he thuught they might be trnf1:cd 
or no, to go on board, anci furprife the fhip: he talked 
to them of the injury done him, of the condition they 
were brought to ; aP.d that thoug)1 the governor harl gi vcn 
them quarter for their lives. as to the prefent acrion, 1 et 
t'.iat if they wcic [ent to England, they woulJ a11 be 
hanged in chains, to be fore; but that if they would join 
in fuch an attempt, as to recover the ihip, he \vould ha,·c 
, ' r . . , 

tne governor s engagement ror t11e1r pan1011. 
Any one m:ty guels ho\.\. rea•lily fuch a propofal would 

be accepted by men in thci.r condition; they fell down 
c::1 their knees to the C3-ptain, a'1d promifed '>Vith the 
dccpcil imprecatlons, th;,t they wouid be faithful to him 
to the b.fl: dron, and t}1at they mould owe their livs:s ,o 
him, and wo~ld go with hi,n 2-ll ov~r the world; that 
t1-:ey would own him for <!. father to them as long as they 
lived. 

Well, fays the captai11, I mnft go and tell the go7cr-
i f ,- 'I , b. 1· nor v, ,iat you 1 y, ana ire \v'l1:lt can ao to nng um to 

confrnt to it: fo he brought me an 2.cconnt of the tcm­
p-::r he fou11d them in ; and that he verily bd~e·1ed they 
would be faithi\J. 

How~ver, th,.t we might G~ very fecure, I told him he 
fnonld go lnck ar;ain, and chnufc o~t Eve of thc;n, and~ 
tell them, th.1t t:-..cy ilicu!cl ~~c thz-.t t:Ley c:id not -.var.~ 
men ; bat he wvuli.i ta'."'e on:: cf thofc i:.V1' to be his a 1fr"' -
ants, an<l t:1~,~ tL..! _;overne,r ,;,Juld kel?p d.e o~htr two, 
an ... the th,·ee t:1.:1t '.Vere f.::nt nr'fone::-s to the c,tlc., (my 

~ l~avc 
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cave) as hoil:ages, for the fidelity of thofe fi,;e; and that 
if they proved unfaithful in the e:[ecution, the five hof. 
tages fhould be hanged in chains 2.live upon tl-ie fhore. 

This looked fovere, and com·inced them, that the rro­
vernor w:i.:; in earnefi:; how·ever, they had no way left 
them but to accept it; and it was now the bufinefs of the 
pdoners, as much as of the captain, to perfuade the 
other five to do their duty. 

Our ilrength was now thus ordered for the expcdi. 
tion: I. The captain, his mate, and paffenger. 2. Then 
the two prifoners of the firft gang, to whom, having their 
characters from the captain, I had given their liberty, 
and trufted them with arms. 3. The o~hcr two whom 
I kept till now in my lxnver pinioned; but, upon the 
captain's motion, had now releafed. 4. Thcfe five rc­
leafad at hft; fo that they were t1,ve1Ye in all, befides 
five we kept prifoners in the cave for hoftages. 

I afked the c:iptain if he was willing to venture with 
thefe h:mds on board the D1i p : fo~, as for me, and my 
man Friday, I did not think it w·1s p1 opcr for us to fti,, 
having feven men left behind ; and it v,r:i..s employment 
enough for us to keep them afunder, and fupply them 
with viduals. 

A.s t0 the five in the c::rvc, I refolved to keep them 
faft; but Frid:iy went twi--:e a day to them, to fupplf 
them with neccifaries ; and I made the other two carry 
provifions to a certain difranc..:, where Friday wa!:; to 
-take it. · 

vVhcn I fhev,;ed myfelf to th~ two hoft2gcs, it was 
with the c::tptain, who told tht:m, I was the perfon the 
go,~ernor had ordered to look after them, anti that it 
w1.s the governor's plcafure that they !hould not 1ti1 a'1y 
\Vhere b· t by my clire(.Lion; that if they did, they lhou · 1 
be fetched into the c:iiHe, c'.1<l be laid in irons; fo th.1t 
as we :1cver foffered them ::J fee me as governor, fo ~I 
now 1ppcarcd to another pcrfon, a.nd fpoke of the go­
vernor, the garrifon, the cafUe, :rnd the like, upon all 
occa :ions. 

The captain now had no diFicu1ty befure him, but 
to farniih his two boats, Hop the bre.1ch of one, and 
man them : he maJe his p.1.ffcnger captain of one, with 
four other men; and himfclf) .::n<l hi~ mate, .i.nd fr-:e 

more~ 

t 
r 
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more, went in the other : and they contrivcJ their bu{i­
nefs very well ; for they came cp to tLe ihip about mid­
night: as foon as they came within call of the fhip, he 
made Robinfon h~il them) and tell them he had brou!Tht 
off the men and the boat, but that it was a Jong t~e 
before t½.cy had found them) and the like; holding them 
in a chat, till t½cy came to the fhip's fide ; when the 
capta1n and the mate, entering firfr with their arms, im­
mediately knocked down the fccond mate and carpenter 
with the but e!1d of their mufquets, being very fairhi"nlly 
fecondf"'d by their men; they fecurcd. all the reft that 
were U?On the main and quarter decks, and began to 
faf1:cn the hatches to keep them down who were below, 
when the otter boat and their men, entering at the fore .. 
chains, fecured the forecail:le of the fhip, and the fkuttle 
which went down into the cook-room, making three men 
they found there prifoncrs. 

ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

\Vhen this was done, and all fa.fe upon the deck, the 
c~ptain ordered the mate with three men to break into 
the round-houfe, where the new rebel captain lay, and, 
having taken the a.larm, was gotten up, and with two 
men and a boy had gotten fire arms in their hands ; and 
when the mate with a crov..r fplit open the door, the 
11-!W c:iptain and his men fired boldly ~mong them, and 
wounded the mate with a mufquet ball, which broke 
his arm, and wounded t\VO more of the men, but killed 
nobody. 

The m<'.te, C'11l;ng for help, ruf11ed, however, into the 
ronnd-houfe, \".;o:.i.ndc:.~ as he wJ.s,· and with his pi.!tol 
fhot the r:.ew capto1i1-. througli. the head, t~"'e bullets en­
tering at his mouth, an·.: ca·11e cu~ ~g:1in behind one of 
his ears; fo that he never fpoke a word; upan ,vhich 
the reil yiddecl, ~rd t1.e ibp w:1.s taken e.frefti.w.1ly, 
without ::my mo,e li,:ec; !oil. 

As foon ;s the fhip was thus feo!red, the captain or­
dered fcvcn gun.s to be fi:·ed, ·,,·l,ich W?.s the fgnal a()'rced 
upon with me, to :;ve ·~~ notice of hi5 foccefs; \~hich 
you m:1.y be fore I was verv r :,ld to he:i.r, havin,z fat 
~ ' ; '--' .,_J 

,vatching upon the faor,; Lr it, till ne,\r rwo of the clock 
in the mori1ing. 

H:wir:g ::hus heard th·:! frgn:1.1 plainly, I laid me clown; 
and it having been :1. C.cl./ 0f great Ltign-z: to ::w, I •. ept 

very 
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r. , .,,- r ,. r ·r1 ., h ·r. 

very 1oantt, t111 1 w:1.s 1omet:1rng 1urpr11ct w1tt1 t e no11e 

of a gun ; a.nd prefently frarti11g :...p, l hcarJ a m:m call 
me by the ilamc of govcrn0r, govc1 nor; and prefontly 
I knew t:1e capt~in's voice, wht::n clir-1bing up to Lhe top­
of the hill, there he flood, a,ci poiming to 1 he ihip, he: 
eI:Jbraccd me in his arms ; My dear ~1 iend an~ dcli-vcrcr, 
fays he, there's your ihip, for fhe is all your·.:;, and fo arc 
we, and 2.11 that belong to her. I c2.it m, eyes to the 
fhip, and there fhc rode within a little more t;nn haif a 
mile of the fhore; for they had weighed her anchor '.b 

foon :is they were nuf1:ers of het; and the weather b--i.1g 
fair, had brought her to an anchor jnfl: again!!: the month 
0f a little creek: ; and the tide being up, the c1ptain had 
broup:ht the pinn:tce in near the pb.ce where I firft landed 
m,· r:1ft~, and fo landed iuH- at my door. 

·1 was, at Grft. ready· to fink clown with the foTrife: 
for I faw my dclii:crance in<leed vifibl;; put into my hands, 
ail things eJf_\-, and a 1:1.rge fhip jull: ready to carry me 
away whitrrr I nle:ifrJ to ;o: at firfr, for fo.ne time, ! 
was 'not able to ~ 11'v,-r one ;vord; but ~l3 he had ta1<:en 
me in his arms, I hdd fa!t: by him, or I ihould have 
fallen to the gro:m<l . 

He perceiv('d the fu;-prifc, and immcdi3.tel y pu!led a 
bottic 'C't1t of h-is pocket, and gaye me a dram of cordial, 
wh:ch ;.e had brought on purpofe for me : after I cir:-!1k 
it. l fat down unnn the ground, and thot,~h 1t !J:on5 >::: 
r;e to m:,-(elf, y;t it was ; good whiL~ b . .-forc I co'uld 
fi,.,~ ,l.·,., \""1·rl 1·,... ]1i1n j \_ ,i:.._ '- '" ► ~ _l , .. • 

' l 1 • • I . ' ' . !~. t.1!:i w 111e tJle :)r.or m:rn was rn as grc:'l.t ar. cc-
fbty as l, on 1y not :l'1cler a 1y fnrprifr, ;.: ~ l ,. ~s ; :md lw 
faid a thoufand kind tender thingr to me, to comp0l~ 

. an-J b!'ing me to nwfdf; bt:t (uci! \Va'> the flood ()f ;oy 
. b c1. ' • '1 f: . . . r. r:. 
1r. my .,:-e;ilt, t,,at lt put ::U my p1ni.S '!nto COJ'lllll'!OD; at 
hfl: it broke into trnr::;, and i.n z:. little whi!e after I re.: 

• > ' n1•1cr..:L1 rn v ; pccc,1 . 
rl1cn j ·took mv tu,.r, :!rnl crn'br:i.ced him ;-is mv c:r- · 

fr,·crcr ; · ml we r~j, i:::td tugt:tiler : I tole! him, i i~ok<-'d 
upsn him a!J ;i. m.i,1 font ::om hu·. ~ 1 to deliver :1w, 
~tnd that the ,vholc tr2nfac~i"on foemd to be a chri:1 
cf \·/On(}Cr:3; tl.:i.t fnch tl'.ing~ as t:.dc Wi.:~e the trf­

tirnonif's we had of a f;;crct h:wJ of :E'!tJvidcncc go-
,• ~ ; , er .. :. ·,•, ), 111 ~--1 a1'. , •· 1 ""- t· ,,,. t·· · e,-,,. ,.., :-\ t.n.1.6 -.!.C \ ~ ..... , ,.uu c\lJ ... ,_.._ .. , ,l-, 1 .. <.: J -.: ~1 

aa 

,, . 
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an i.nfinite power ot.:<l fearc:1 1r-t.o the temcteft corner 

of the world, and fend help to tl!~ rniferab1e whem:·,·er 

he eleafed. 
I forgot not to lift up mv heart in thank~'Jlnefs to 

heaven ; and what heart could fo:·be:!r to Lleis h m. 
who had not onlv in am; racn1ons m2.11ner provided for 

one in fnch a ·,\:ildernefs, and. in foch a dcfo> .. tc condi­
tion, but from whom ewry delivernnce muil: always be 

ack.1:c-wlc-lged to proce:..:d ! 
\V!1e;1 we had talked awhile, the c:-,r.tain toH me, h~ 

h;:1. bron"ht me fr,ms little refr(.:fhm;nts, foe\ as the 

i11ip ;&orded, and. fuc!1 a.s the \Vretches, who J:;,.i b een 

fo lon,.,. hi:; maikn, l,:1d not plumkr~J. km cf: Uj)O!l 

- ••• .::, • l ' 1 d b" '. . 
tills he c.1lle,1 ,HOUCl to tne ooat, ~n ·tt fti~ ·men bnng 
the th~ngs an10,.c t!nt ,.-,er~ for the go-vcrnor; a11<l indeed 

it w 1s a prcfent, a'> if l had been <n~, net th;it was to b·> 
. d l . ' h b ·,· J 1 

, • • P · carrt-' a ong w1t;l t .em., ut as u n;;.,~ b:.:en t0 mve.i 
upo:1 6e ifland tUl, and they were to go ·,,.i~~-oGt me. 

Fid, he had brought me a cafc of bo~t1ec, fall of ex­

celicat cordi?.l waters, fix large bottles of Ivfad::ira .wine; 

the bottles held two qu:~rts apiece; two pounds of ex­
cd'.e11t good tob::!.cco, t,velvc gooJ pieces of the fhip'~ 

l)"Cf "'fi l ~v -i,-.cc" o+ po··k , .. ;.h a b·1n- ot "" " 1 S ~,,d 
c. ~ c. ... "- l--tr.. ~ ... ~ .. ..> ... ..L., v~Li"', i..Q .i. 1~t,;,.,, ,1. ...... 

~bout an hundred. ,veight of bifcnit. 
He Lrou(.)"l·.t me ~tifo a box of furrar, a box of flour, a 

b:i.g foll of l'rmons, and two bottl~:: Qf lime-juice, and 

abundance of other things: but b~fiJ.es thete, c1.-.,i. \Vilat 

was a thoufowl timc:s more ufeful to me, he bronght me 
fix c~c:'..n new i11irts, f1x ,rerv rood ncckcloth~, tv,o pair 
of glc.vc: , one pair of f1:ocs;' an h;,.,t, and Oh.:! pair of 

itocki.ngs, and a very good fuit of clothes o!· his own, 

whic.'.1 had been v:o,·n but very little; in a ·;rnnl, he 

clot!:eci. nw f.-om he,1J to Lot. · 
J t wa · a very kind and ag-recab:e prefeut, :!S 2.ny on"'e 

nr> .. :: imagine, to one in my circnmih.nccs ; l,nt ne ·erwas 

an:, thing in the world of taat •'-ind fo unpleafa·1t, 2.uk­
w2.nL and. uncafv, as it was to me to wear fuci1 clothes u.t 

their rir:t putting; ·on. 
Afrer thc0..: ceremonies pail, and after all his good 

things were brought into my fo:tlc a';'lartment, we b~c-:m 

i
. ' 1 1 ' . ' h . f'. b 

to con u1t wnat w:1s to De cone \\•1tn t. e prnoner:; ,v-! 

h~d ; for it w::.s worth ccnfidcring whether we might 
venture 
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venture to take them away with us or no, efpecial1y two 
of them, whom \Ve kr.ew tO be incorri p-ibf e and refrac­
tory to the laft degree; a:-id the ca_;:,tin fa.id, he knew 
they \:Vere fuch rogue~, that• there was .10 obliging them; 
and if he did carry tr.e-1;1 aw:1y, it mnft be in irom, as 
malefactors, to be delivered uver to juitice at the firfl: 
Engli11 colony he could come at ; and I found that the 
captain hi:nfelf \\ as \'ery anxious about it. 

U pen this, I told him, that ifhe 1.le5red it, I durfl: under­
take ·to bring the two men he fpo~e of, to m2.ke it their mvn 
req ueft that he fnou1d. lea, e th. m UP0'1 t11e ifland : ·1 fhould 
be very 6 hcl of that, fa~:s t;v· C'lptain, v;.;.th all my heart. 

\Vdl, :\id I, I wiil frr>ri for them, a.:d ta!l{ with them 
for you: fo i canfed Frid2.y awl the two hoHages, for 
they ,vcre _,ow difr:harg ~c, their comrades ha vi11g p, r­
forrned thc:r ~romiic : I fay, I c:rnfed ti1em t0 go to ~he 
cave, and b.inS; up the five men, pinioned as th(:y were, 
to the bov-.'-::;·, a 1d keep th::!m ther~ till I c:i.me. 

Af-cer fomc time, 1 came thither drcffrd in mv new 
habit, ard n0.v I v..:as called gc,•ernor aga:in. Bc'ing all 

1 l • • l J f" • . l 
n1r t, ;J.nn t'1 .... c:1pta1i1 \\":!lG. me, c:1. 1.1 e...-1 :ne n1en t'3 oe 
broughc hefure me, and I told thef!l., I had had a ii.J! t=­
count of their vi1lainous behaviour to the captain, a:d 

-~ow they had run away with the fhip, and ,vere prcp:--
ing to cor.,mit far:hcr robberies; but that pro-.·idence 
had enfnared them in their own wavs, and tlnt thcv were 
fal1en into the ni~ which tl:.ev had <li7.ged for othi:!rs. 

I kt them k;ow, that by my <lireEtion the fLip had 
been fcizcc!, that fhe Jay now in the road, and they might 
fee by and bv, tha: their new captain h:..u recciv!:d the 
re ·-.1-::-:rd of ~is villar.y ; for that thf!y might foe him 
l,~~ng:ing at the yard-1rm. 

·1 ... ·•q ....... .. +- 1 n ·1 .. o" t-A 1 .. 1 o·,. ,,i..') .. ~, ,.,. , ,... l to 1J.,c as .o .11...m, \Vance .·., ,,.1 ;\ \, "'·· .'1.e_. i1dc.: 
.f."' ·1 .. , T flh ,·ld ·o· e .. "':":> ""1ltP •n' p-"' a"' ~.., ,.l .. ;nc t- 1·en 1·n .. ,,, v .. 1, - o .. !, •. ~cL •• ~ ,1-,1., i•• , , .. ,tl', • 

th·e fai:t', ~s b,; mv con,m~i:i,)n the:;· C'l\;~,:i I!ot clol.!bt I 
• • ., ,;I 

b.d aut;.or:ty to do. 
O::e c,f :n.em anfwered ir. the n~mc of the rcfl, frat 

they had r:othing to fay but this, That wtic.-i. t;.:ev were 
~ . · . r , . • ", I 

t,cken, the capta:n prorr.t.::-ti therr. t11c:r ll\'cs: an~! t 1ey 
hu.:;1bly implored rr:y mercy : but 1 told them I knew 
ncl ,vh:it mercy to fhew :hcrr.; for, :is for rny:e!f~ I l .,d 

~ • • . • . ~ ,1 . . ,. <l } .J rew. vec! to qui~ tr~e : :~;:m •. \V1:n :.u r:iy rr.er., an 1:1.u 

t:i.~cn 

.· 

t 

J· 

' t. 

t· 
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t:1ken·pa{fa.ge ,vith the captain to ~o for Eng1anJ: :1nd~1s 
f 
. 0 ~ 

or the c:i.ptai.n, he could not c~t.rry them to En.?,hnd, 
other than as prifoners in irons to be tried fo1 mutiny, 
and runaing away v,:ith the Jhip; the confoqucnc::- of 
which, they muft needs know, would he t:1e ~allows ; 
fo ti1at I could not tell which was beH: for t!1c1~, nnlcfa 
they had a mind to take their fate in the ifhnd, if they 
clcfin'd that, I did not care, as I had liberty to k:ffc it; 
I ha..i fomc indination to gi, e them their fo·~s, if they 
thought they cou.Li fh~ft on ,hore. They fet0 :n:J ,·ery 
th,_nkful for iL; fa1d they would mnc~ rather venture "to 
ftay there, tha,1 t0 be cai ried to K1gla'1l to be hanged ; 
fo I left it on taat iffue. 

However, the captain fo~med to m~ke fa.me dlfricu!ty 
of it, as if l1e durft not lea Ye t.l::'n there : upon this ( 
frcmed a little anR"ry with the c .. wtain, artd. - to1J him, 
fr::i.t t11cy were my prifoners, not his; and th;i.t feeing: I 
h·•..,'. offcr~d them fo much fo.vour, .1 woulll be as gcoJ as 
rnv word ; a•1d that if he did Pot tl:ink fit to en ,r:;nt to 
it,' I w01,1d fct them at Lbc,:tv as I found th ,~ ln; a.r,J if 
he clil 'net like th<J.t, he might take thc::m ,!.g;tin, if he 
could catch them. 

Upon this they appe;ired very thank.fol, and .I ac­
cordingly fet_ them at liber,y, and 61.le them retire into 
the woods, to the place \\he'1ce they c:ime, :i.n<l I would 
leav~ them fame fire-arms, fome ammunition, a •1d !on . .:! 
direfti.ons how they fi10uld live very well, if they 
thought fit. 

Upon this, r prepared to go on board the f11i,_p: h't told 
the capt.tin, t!'at r would ihy t11at ni~ht to ?rc.:p,1r..; :r.y 
thing.-, and ddi.rcd. him to go on bo:ird in the me:rn tir,,~, 
and keep all ri~ht in the !hip, and fend the bent c-·1 1to:·e 
the nc. ·t dav for me; orderi111.,. him jn the mean tirnl", to . ,) 

caufe the new captain who was killed, to be 11a1,g..:d at: 
the yard-arm, that thcfc mt>n might fee him. 

When the captain w.1.s gone, I fcnt for the men up to 
me to my :!panmcnt, :.nd entered forioufly into difcourfo 
\.Vith them of their circumilanccs : I toiJ them, 1 thoug-ht 
they had made a right choicl'; that if the captain carr~:.:d 
them :1w:cy, th:1:: would certain1y be hanged: I fhewed 
them th,.:ir captain hanging :-it the yar<l-atm of the iliip, 
and told them they lud nothing leis to expelt. 

¥,'hen 
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When they had all declared their wiilingncfs to flay, I 

told them, I would kt them into the ilorv of my living 
there, r,nd put them i11to the way of making it ea(v to 
theP.1 : acccrdingly I gave t11em the whole hiitory of the 
phce, and of my coming to it; fhewcd them my forti­
£cat~ons, the \Vay I made ;J1y bread, planted my corn, 
cured rny grapes ; and in a word, all that w~s neceffary 
to rn2.ke t\em eafy : I told them the flor)r a]fo of the fix­
teen Sp:iri:irds th:u Wi.'re to be expet1.ed; for whom I 
1 ,.. I 1 1 , · r . . 
'-• t ·1 ettcr, ar.n maae tnem promne to treat them 111 

corrmo:-i \\·ith thcmfelves. · 
T I c~ h ,.. · r r 1 •. ea t. em my lffe-arms; v1z. IP:e mmquets, t p·ee 

fowlmg-picces_, ar.d three fword :; : I had. ::ibout a barrel 
o[ ro,\ (kr left; for after the {-irH vear or two I ufccl but 
little~ :ind waited. none: I gave th.cm a defcri.ption of the 
way I I'-"anagcd the go::i. ts, ~nd dirdl::ons 10 mi!k and 
fotten tllcrn, to mJ.ke both bu~tcr an. I chccfo. 

fo a \':.'Ord: I zavc them every part -of mv own flc,r;: ; 
' 1 ' j , ~ J ' ·1 . L • • ;inn -rn1u t ,lcrn, 1 ;• ou.,i prcv:u ,v1tu u1e capttlm to le .... vc 

them t\VO b::!.rrds of ;cmpC\v2.er more, and fome gardc!1-
feed, which I told thrm the bag of peas which t' e crp-

• l • h • d ' l ' b tam .r:.ad L"·cuism me to eat, an oa ... c tncm e inn. to 
fow and :•1creafe them. 

Having done all this, I left them the next day, and 
went on board the iliip: we prepared immediately to fail, 
but did r.ot weigh that night: the next morning e.ir]y, 
n•;o of the five me:1 came f-..vimrning to the fbip's :fi<lc, 
aEd, makicv a molt brr.ent:.ble complai, t of t11e other 

0 • 

three, begged to be ta!c~n into the fhip, for Go-.l1s fake, 
fo, ther fhoald be m .. !rcier.:::d ; and ber!ged • }11;. capt::i.in to 
t:ike th.em on board, tho' he hange,1 d{em immelli.ately. 

Upon this the captai:1 p retended to have •to power \Vith­
mlt n:e; but afrer fome d if:icuity, and after their folcmn 
p!'rm·ife of amcndrr:cnt, t!1cy w/ re tak-:n on board, and 
, :ere frirr:~ time after four..dly whipped and pickled; after 
·wh:ch they prc:ed very honefl: and qui~: frlh.vs. 

Scme t ime afrer this, 1 went with the boat on f.iorc, 
the tide being up, with t11e things promifrd to the 
rnen, to which fre ca.i-i'ain, at my in.t•.'rc~i1io'1, c<1.ufed 
their chefts and clothes to be :i.ddeci, wi-iich they took, 
and \Vere vi.:.:-111 than~"±ul for: I alfo t:nCui.ragcd them, by 

11· te.,mg 

r. ,_ 

L 

t 

f •• 
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l 1• ' • • C • 1 . ~ l te~ mg tn.em, tnat 1. 1t ay m 111y way to tena a veffel ~o 

take them in, I wouli not forget them. 
'When I took leave of this i{b.nd, I carried on boa.rd 

for reliques the great goat's fkin cap l had made, my 
umbrella, and one of my p:u-rots; alfo I forgot not to 
take the money I formerly mentioned, \\.·hich had lain 
by me fo long ufe1efs, that it was grown raft;,, er tar­
nifhed, and conld hardily p~fs for fiiver, till it h'ld been 
n little rubbed and handled; and alfo the monev I found 
in t.1e wreck of the Spanifh {hip. , 
. . \ncl thus I left the i-fland the nineteenth of December~ 
as I found by the ih:·,'s account, in the year 1686:"afre;· I 
had been upon it eight and twenty years, two month~, 
and njneken days ; b€i:1g delivered from the feco!1d cap­
tivity the fame clay of t:1e month tl'at I firft made rny 
ef..:ape in the Ba:co-lar,go, froin :::.mong the Moors ot . 
S:11lee. 

In t'..is -vefrei, af:er a lo!1g voyage, I 1rri.ved in Eng­
l:tn<l. ti1e tieve11-.h cf June, in the year 1687, having 
,been tl1i1 tv and five years abfcnt. 

\Vhcn i came to England, l \Vas 2. rerfecl: fo·anger to 
' [ l • .l • ,. T ' 1 b k h <, a1 t11e woril.:, :-4s u , nau never. een .?nown t ere: my 

Lenefa&or, ~:1d fa=,t!lful fi:eward, whom I had left in 
trnH: witl-i 1~11 mone:·, \\as alive, but had had great m~f­
fortunes ir ::he ,•:o.-ld, Y1:1.s o~conie a w1Jm·1 the fecond 
tir 1e, a:ic. n:;y b\•.; in the worid: I m:-.<le her e;ify as to 
wi.rnt ihe O\':rttl me: afii.iring her, I \.vo:.~ld g1ve her no· 
troub!e ; O!.lt or. the ,.ontr,1r:,·-, in g:-?,.ti~!:de to her for­
mer care ,l1.c. faithfolnef~ to me, I reii.eved her as my 
litt~e fru.:K wouk~ afford, w:1ich at th:->.t time ,..-...-c-uld in­
d e-.t aLc.)w me to do b~.t litdc i"or he.:-; but I ::!!~red her, 
1 ;·, oulci nc\·er fonret her ·fo;-mcr kindnefs to me ; ncr did 
I forget he··, w} ~n I .i1:id f..:ffident :o hdr her; as foall 
be obfervcd in its pla::e. 

I wert down :utcr.vards i::.to Yorkfhire; b~1t mv father 
\Vet$ ,.leJ,l, and my mother, anJ all the farni;y e:~tinct; 
except tit.Lt 1 fo.Iid tW•J ffte-s, and two of the chi Hren 
of one of my b: other:, : and ;.,:; I had uc-::n lo.1g :i.go gi,·cn 

C. ' J l ' 1 ' "j' ' . or-:r ,o, ,L:::~ , t11-.:re nat. o.:cH na tru-v. ,on JTtac ::er me, 
fo tkt, in 2. \\ ord, l found no:: • .ir:6 to ,..elie7e or aI!i.H: 
rne; anii that little monc\ I h.1.d, \,'o,1l<l no: d:... fo mt,ch. 
fo1 ~1~t, a$ to f~.tling in th~,. orl.J. 

I n~et 
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I met wit.1 one piece of gratude indeed, which I did 

not expe~l; and mis was, that the mailer of the il1ip:, 
whom I had fo happily delivered, a,...,d by the fame rr.eans 
faved the ihip and cargo, hiving given a very handfome 
account to the owners, of the manner how I had fav<id 
the liYes of the r1en, arid. the fhip, they invited me to 
meet them, a-,rl fome other merchants concerne<l, and 
all together :nade me a very handfome compliment upon 
that. fnbjeEt, and a prefent of alm0fi: two hundred pounds 
fie:-b:i.;. 

But ::!.tter m.:.kin,g fcv,-,r~l refleaions 1.1por. ~he circum­
ftanccs of my life, and now fodc \Vey this ;,rould gc to-

, v,a:d fettling me ir. the ,,o-:-ld, I :efolved tu go to Liit)On, 
an<l 1ee if 1 might not come by forne information cf the 
ftate in my plant:!tion ir, tl-it' Brafils, 2-nd \ ·hat w,1.s be­
come of :ny pa:nncr, who, I ha,d re:tfon to foppofe: had 
f.·,me years now given ~e o\'er for dead. 

'Viith tllis ,•iew I took faipping for Lifbon, wi·ere I ar­
rived in An:-il foiluv:ir.g; my m:m Lidav acc0rn

1
nan)·in!! 1 ~ • ~ ._, 

me very honeHly in ,111 tl 1 de ramblings, and proving a 
r.:oit faithfol fcrv:int upon all occafions. 

,~inen I came to Liibon, I found out oy en(]Uiry, and 
to m:· p:~rticula;: fat:.:.fafti ':l!'., my old friend the capt:iin 
of the thip, who f, ·;ft to::.ik me up at fe'.l., off the fhore of 
Africa; he was now f!·own old, and had left off the 
fc;,, having put L~~ fon, \tho ·was far from a young man, 
in~o his foip; and who frill ufcd the Brafil ua<le. The 
o1d ff.an d:d not knovv me, and, i de d, l h:11·Jlv kr:.ev; 
him; but I (e;on brought myfelf :o ni:. n::.me~bra:;cc, 
,vhen I to1d him ,vho I wa< • 

.'1..ftcr fomc pafii:rnatc e':prcffion.'.. of our olJ. acq!.lai 11t­
ance, 1 cnquircJ, vou mav b~ turc, ~frcr my pbnt,ition, 
.:.nd mv p;rtnc;·: 't:1e 01d rn:m told me, he h:d not 
been i1~ tl~e 13rnfils for :r.bout ni,:e vc:irs; but tha~ he 
cc-..ld afii.p·e me, that wh ''1 he came· av.::iy, my partner 
w::i:c; livi r). ?'; but the t;·u!:-ees. ·.vhom I 1.:td joi:1e·>vi.th him 
to take co'gn:7.ance of my p:,rt, wci·f both tie:>.d; that, 
however, he believed th~t I ,vou_d have a very g(){)d 
a~connt of the impro·,/e111em of the pLrnt:>.tion ; for 
that, upon the genera! beiicf of my b:ing cHlt :Iw::ty a•1d 
drawnc<l, my truflee:: had given in the account of t!!e 
produce of my part of tnl? pianta~ions, to th~ pro_c:aor 

F11cal; 
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.Fifcal; who had appropriated it, in cafe I neve: c:ime to 
claim it. one third ~o the King, arid two thirds to the 
monaH:ery of St.Augufiine, to be expended for the benefit 
of the poor, and for the converiion of the Indians to the 
Catholic faith; but that if I appeared, or any one for me, 
to cla" m tbe inheritance, it would. be refiored ; only that . 
the improvement, or annua.l procluc"tion, being di '"'r.ribntcd 
to ch2rita.ble ufos, could not be refrnred ; but he aifured 
me, that the iteward of the kin{.'s revenue (from lands) 
and the proYe<lore, or ftcwa:·d of the monatl:ery, had 
taken great care all alon6 , that tJ1c incumbent, that is 
to fay, my pa:tner, gave eve,·y year a faithful account of 
the produce, of w1uch they received <lu!y ny moiety. 

I ,1{ked him, if he knew to what height of irr.rrove­
m~nt he Lad brought the plantation; and whether he 
thought it might be worth looking after: or whether, 
on mv goinp· t11ither, I fl10uld meet wit~ no obflruEtion 
to m)~ poffcffu,g my juft right in the moiety. 

He told me, he could not tell cxaEtly to what degree. 
the piant;ition was improved : but this he knew, th:n,ny 
panner was grnw:1 e\"cecdi.ng rich upon the enjoying but 
one half of it; ar,d that, to th;; bell of his rem:::mb:-.:mce 
he h2d heard, th:u. tt:c king's third of my part, which 
was, it feems, granted away to fome other monafl:erv, 
or religious lioufe, amoun•~ed tv a'.)Ove two tu,1dr~d 
moi<lores 2. year ; that,· as to my being re1tcm.'tl to a 
l}Ui"t pofl~i1;on of 1t, thtrc was no que.G:ion to be made 
of th .. t, r::y p:i.rtner being ah\'e to witncfa my title, and 
mv aamc b_ing alfo inro!icd in tn.:: rcqiH:cr of the coun!rv. 
Alfo he told me, tbat i he forvi vort of mv two truft:ces 
were very fair honeil p-.:o;>lc, and very w~a1thy, and he 
believed ... would not only i ·we their affiftance for put­
ting me iP poifrfiion, b..it ,.-c uld fi.1d a very con11dcrab!e 
furn of ~non.er in t\eir L;,.r.c\,, for my acco·.n 1·, biing the · 
produce of tt1c farrr, \Vhile thei.r fathers hc]d t!:e truH:, 
~md before it w .:ts r;i ,·en up, as r~bovc, which, as he re­
membe rcll, was a.bout twch·c years. 

I lhc·,'.'<!ci 1r .. yfelf a litt1c co1{ccrncd an<l uneafy at 6is 
.i.cco·:nt, and enquired of the oid c,.ptain, Lo,v it camt! 
t0 p:ctf~, that the trull.t:cs fi,m:!J tl.l~s difpofe of my effecl:s, 
\,·hen :1: k11e,v, that I had 1.~:i.Jc mv will, a 1d had made 
him; ti.~ Portugut:!c car~:..in, u~y unh·crfal heil·, &c• 

Ee 

-
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He told me, th:1.t \,·as t!·ue ; but that, as there ,,v,.s no 

prnof of my being deacl, he could not <'.ct as exec.1tor, 
until fome certain account fhould come of my death ; 
arid that, befides, he \Vas not ,villing to interrneddle \Vith 
a thing fo remote: that it ,vas true, he 1::1d :-egiH:ered my 

will, and put in his claim; and coda he have given 
any acc0.mt of my oeing dead or ,Jive, he woulJ h,,ve 

acted by procur2.t~on, and t:iken poffeflion of the ii.gcnio 

( fo i:hcy ca1led the fog-2.r-houie) and had giYen his fon, 

who was now at the BraC1ls, order to do it. 
But, fays the oid man, I have one piece of news to 

tell you, which perhaps :n:ty not be fo acceptable to you 

as the reil:; and th,:.-;: is, t:1at believing you were lo'.l:, and 

all the worid belic,·ing fo alfo, your p:ntnei" and tru1tees 
did offer to account to me in :our name, for fix or eight 

of the firft years of p:·ofit, which I recei, ed; but th!? re 
being at that time, fays he, µrc::t di1ourfemcnts for jn-

, .;, 

creafing the worl;:8, building an i;igcmo, and bu)'i,1g 

fbve8, it did not amount to near fo much as ~\ftPrn ,twas 
jt produced: hm<. e,·er, fays the old nun, I D1all give 
you a true :iccount of what I ha\ e receind in all, a .• 1d 
how I h:::n difpofcd of it. 

After a few Jan f,rther co·1forence with this ar.tient 

friend, he brought me an ;:ci:oum of th~ £x fall ye'.'!rs 

income of mr plant,ttion, figned b:✓ my p2.:·tner1 a!'C! tiie 

mer~hant's trufi:cc:i, being alway:. delivered in goo3.s ; 

Yiz. tobacco i.1 roll, and fogar in chcfi:s, b.afides rr.m, 

me!afles, &c. ,1,,,hich is the confeq uence of a fogar-work; 
arrd I found by t:1is account, tha: every year the income 

confi<lerablv incre:11ed: b~t, a~ above, fre difl·u.fo:11e1.t 
bcinf')" larbo-c, the fom at firfl: \\ as fou'l: howe\ er, t:ie 

b • ' • 

old man let me fee, th:it ~~e , ·.:s e:ebtor to me 4,0 n~rn-

dorcs of gold, bdides 90 chc:Jh fo fa6ar, ai .: 15 ~e,u~i:e 
rolls of tobacco, wh·-.. 1 ,, ere ioJ: in his fhip, Le h~c\'­

ing been foip,vrecize1.. c0"1inr.- h--,r.1c to Liibon, about 
~ ~ 

l 
r- 1 • 1 1 

e even years arter ffi\ l'a.1:,g t.1e p:acc. 
The· gccJ rr.an tl'i~n began to complain cf his mi ~for­

tunes, a,id hmv he had been oh:~f2-c:J to make t:fe 1,f my 
monev to recover his loffcs, ,t•,J buv hi!1, 2. P.-• .1re iu a 

new ihip: however, my ol~l frienJ, f1ys hC:', ) ('.J lha!l 

not wa:it a foppl) in rour neceflity; a:d :-.s foJ!'l as my 
fun n:w.::s, you .fbJl be fJl!y fa.ti!>.f.eJ:, 

Upon 

(' 

)' 
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Upon this he pulls out an old pouch, an<l gives me two 

hun,.lred Portugal moidores in gold; and giving me the 
writings of his title to the f11ip \\'hich his fon was gone to 
ti1e Brafls in, of which he was a quarter part owner, and 
his fon another, he put them both in my hands for frcu­
rity of the reft. 

I iva5 too much moYed with the honeH:y a•~d kin<lr.e:"s 
of the pooi· man rn be able to bear thi;; and ri.:n~cm­
bering what he had done for me, ho,v he ha<l taken me 
up at fea, and how generoufly he had ufed me on all oc­
caiions, and particularly how fincere a friend he was 
now to me, I could hal'diy refrain weeping at what he 
faid to me: Therefore firft I afk.ed him if his circum­
ihnces admitted him to fpare fo much money at t!'.at 
time, and if it would not il:reighten him ? He told me 
he could not fay but it might ftreightcn Lim a fotlc; 
but, howc,·er, it was my money, and I might want it • 
more than he. 

Every thing the good m::tn faid was ful1 of affec'li c n, 
:ind r coul,l h,H'llly rc:frain from tears while he fpoke. In 
foort, 1 took one hu ndred of the moidores, and called for 
a pen 2nd ink to give him a receipt for them; then I 
l't:'turne<l him the reit, and told him, if ever T Lid poffeHion 
of the plantation, I would return the other to him alfo, 
as inJcql I afterwards did ; and that, a.', to the biil of 
fale of )fr, pare in hi:; fan's f11ir, I would 1:ot take it by 
~ny means; but that if I \Vante<l the money, l fauna. he 
was honei1: enough to pay me ~ a.nJ if I did not, but 
CJ.me to receiv~ what he gave me reafon to expect, I wouhl 
never have a penny more from him. 

\Vhcn ~his was paffcll, the old man began to afk 1:1.e, 
i f he D10uld put me in a method to make my cl.aim to 
11. y pb.nt.ition., I told him, I thought to go over to 1t 
myfelf: He f.1i<l I migl,.t do fo if I pleafcci; but that if I 
did no::, there ·1wre ways cnou~rl1 to frcure my right, 
and immedi~tely to appropr~ate rhe profits to my uf'!; and 
as there were faip.; ia the river of Lifbon, juil ready to r; o 
:?.way to Brafri, he made me enter my name in a pub11c 
regi!ler, with his affidavit, affirming nron catl1 th:tt 
I ,\·as alive, and that I was the fam~ pe,·fon who 
took up the land for the planting or· the fa.id plantat~on 
at firfL 

VoL. I. M T .. tL 
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