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ADV ER 2~ IS E JV! ENT. 

'1r HE Publifher of this f plendid Edition 

1l of ROBINSON CR usoE has often ex

perienced the 1nofl liberal encourage1nent for 

,vorks ,vhich, being large, might fee1n ha

zardous for an individual; but on no occa

fion has he been honoured and affi.iled by 

a Subfcription 1nore adequate to the great

nefs of his expcnces, or tnore encouraging 

to the activity of his future endeavours.

I-le begs leave to return his fincere thanks ; 

and he ·will only add, that his gratitude for 

f uch repeated favours ,vill continue through 

life. 

Aupffi 20th, I i9-;;· 

\' 0 L. I. A 





D I R E C T I O N S 

FOR 

PLACING THE CUTS, 

ZVith the SUBJECT ef the PLATES, 

PLATE I. 

TITLE Page to Vol. I. with a beautiful Vignette, com
pofed of the W reek of a Ship. 

SUBJECT, oF PLATE U. 

FRONTISPIECE to Vol. I.-Robinfon Crufoe taking leave 
of his Father and Mother. 

" My father was a wife and grave man ; gave me ferious and 
excellent counfel againft what he forefaw was my defign. He 
called me one morning into his chamb~1·, where he was confined by 
the gout, and expoftulated very warmly with µ1e upon this fob 
ject." Seepagez. 

SUBJECT oF PLATE III. 

Robinfon Crufoe fhipwrecked, and clinging to a Rock. 
" I recovered a little before the return of the waves ; and fee

ing I fhould be covered again with the water, I refolved to hold 
fail by a piece of the rock." See page 56. 

SUBJECT oF PLATE IV. 

Robinfon Crufoe upon his Raft. 
" Having plundered the fhip of what was portable and fit to 

!1an~ out, I began with the cables ; and cutting the great cable 
rn pieces, fuch as I could move, I got t\'\'O cables and a hawfcr on 
fhore, with all the iron-work I could get ; and having cut down 
the f prit-fail yard, and the mizen-yard, and every thing I could to 
make a large raft, I loaded it with all the heavy goods, and came 
away," See page 69. 

A z SUBJECT 





P L A T E S. 

s u BJ E C T OF p L ATE v. 

Robinfon Crufoe at work in his Cave. 

" I made abundance of things even without tools, and fome 
with no more tools than an adze and a hatchet, which perhaps 
were never made before, and that with infinite labour." See 
page 84. 

SUBJECT OF PLATE VI. 

Robinfon Crufoe difcovers the Print of a Man's Foot. 
" I was exceedingly furprifed with the print of a man's naked 

foot on the fhore, which was very plain to be feen in the fand. I 
frood like one thunderftruck, or as if I had feen an apparition ; 
I li{lened, I looked round me, I could hear nothing, nor fee any 
thing." See page 194. 

SUBJECT oF PLATE VII. 

Robinfon Crufoe firft fees and ref cues his man Friday. 
" Having knocked this fellow down, the other ,vho purfued 

him ftopped, as if he had been frightened ; and I advanced apace 
towards him ; but, as I came nearer, I perceived prefently he had 
a bow and arrow, and was :fitting it to !hoot at me; fo I was 
then neceffitated to fhoot at him firft, vvhich I did, and killed him 
at the firft fhot." See page z 5 6. 

SUBJECT oF PLATE VIII. 

Robinfon Crufoe and Friday making a Boat. 

" I {hewed him how to cut it out with tools, which, after I 
had !hewed him how to ufe, he did very readily; and, in about a 
month's hard labour, we finifhed it, and made it very handfome." 
See page 287. 

SUBJECT oF PLATE IX. 

Robinfon Crufoe and Friday making a Tent to lodge Fri
day's Father and the Spaniard. 

" Friday and I carried them up both together between us; 
hHt, when we got them to the outfide of our ,vall or fortification, 
we were at a worfe lofs than before, for it was impoffible to get 
them over; and I was refolved not to break it dovm, fo I 1et 
to work again, and Friday and I, in about two hours time, made 
a v~ry handfome tent, covered with old fails, and above that, 
with boughs of trees." See page 304-

A 3 VOL. 
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P L A T E S. 

VO L II. 

P L A T E X. 

Title to Vol. I!. with a beautiful Vignette, compofrd of 
Robinfon Crufoe's Implements of Hufbandry. 

SUBJECT oF PLATE XI. 

FRoN'T'ISPIECE.-Robinion Crufoe'sfirftlnterview with 
the Spaniards on his fecond Landing. 

" Firft he turned to me, and pointing to them, faid, Thefe, 
Sir, are fome of the gentlemen who owe their lives to you: and 
then turning to them, and pointing to me, he let them know who 
I was : upon which they all came up one by one, not as if they 
had been failors, and ordinary fellows, and I the like, but reaily 
as if they had been ambaffador& or noblemen, and I a monarch 
or a great conqueror." See page 42. 

SUBJECT oF PLATE XII. 

The Plantation of the two Englifhmen. 
" The t\vo men had innumerable young trees planted about 

their hut, that when yon came to the place, nothing v;ras to be 
feen but a 'I.Ycod; and though they had their plantation twice de
molifhed, once by their own countrymen, and once by the enemy, 
as il1all be fhewn in its place ; yet they had reftored all again, and 
every thing was flourifhing and thriving about them." See page 90. 

SUBJECT OF PLATE xrn. 

The two Englifhn1en retreating with their Wives anLl 
Children. 

"Now, having great reafon to believe that they were betrayed, 
the :firft thing they did was to bind the Daves which were left, 
and caufe t\vo of tli.e three men, whom they brought with the 
women, ,-,ho, it fe'-ms, proved very faithful to them, to lead them 
with their two wives, and whatever they codd carry away with 
them, to their retired place in the woods." See page 96. 

SUBJECT OF PLATE XIV. 

The Spaniards and Engliilimen burning the Indians' boats. 
" They went to work immediately with the boats ; and getting 

fame dry wood togtther from a dead tree, they tried to fet fame 
of them on fire, but they were fo ,,·et, that they ·would fcarce 
burn ; however, the fire fo burned the upper part, tlu!.t it foon 
made them unfit for fwirnming in the fea as boats." Sec page 1 I 3. 

SUBJECT 





P L A T E S. 

SUBJECT OF PLATE XV. 

R obinfon Crufoe diftributing Tools of Hufbandry among 
the Inhabitants 

" I brought them out all my ft.ore of tools, 2.nd gave every man 
a digging-[ padc, a {hovel, and a rake, for we had no harrows or 
ploughs; and to every feparate place a pick-axe, a crow, a broad
axe, and a faw." See page I 34. 

SUBJECT oF PLATE XVI. 

A View of the Plantation of the three Engli{hmen. 
" Upon this he faced about juft before me, as he walked 

along, and putting me to a full ft.op, made me a very low bow : 
I moil: heartily thank God, and you, Sir, fays he, for giving me 
fo evident a call to fo bleffed a work." See page I 5 I. 

PLATE XVII. 

Head of De Foe to face the Title of the LIFE. 

LIST 





T H E 

P R E F A ·c E. 

F ever the ftory of any private man's ad
ventures in the vvorld were worth n1.aking 

public, and were acceptable when publiilied, 
the Editor of this account thinks this vvill be 
fo. 

The ,vonders of this man's life exceeds all 
that (he thinks) is to be found extant; the life 
of one man being fcarce capable of a greater 
variety, 

The fiory is told with modefly, with fe
rioufnefs, and with a religious application of 
events to the ufes to which wife men always 
apply them; viz. to the infirucl:ion of others, 
by this example, and to juftify and honour 
the wif dom of Providence in all the variety 
of circumfiances, let them happen how they 
will. 

The 



.. 
.Xll P R E F .\ C E • 

1,he Editor believes the thing to be a juft 
hifl:ory of falts; neither is there any appearaacc 
of fiction in it: and however thinks, becaufe 
all fuch things are difputed, that the i1nprove-
1nent of it, as well to tlie diverfion, as to the 
inHruc;don of the Reader, ,vill be the fa.1ne ; 
and as fuch, he thinks,. ·without farther co1n
pliinent to the vv-odd, he does them a great 
fe1~vice in the publication. 



T H .E 

L I F E 

AND 

A D V E N T U R E S 

0 F 

R OB INS ON CR US OE, 
f.:ic. e:f c. 

------>ii!~~-~-~~-----

I \VAS born in the year I 6 3 2, in the city of r·ork, 
of a good family, though not of that country_ 

1nv father bcino: a foreir·ner of Breman, who fettled , u 0 

fir.fl at 1-Iu!l: he got a gooJ efiate by rnerchandize., 
and leaving off his trade, lived aftenvard at 1or,f, 
from whence he had niarried n1y n1other, ,vhofe 
rebtions ,vere nan1ecl Robinfon, a very good £1mi1y 
in that country, ancl fro111 \Yhorn I ,vas c;ill~cl Robin-

.fon Kreutznrrer; but by the vfual corruption of \Yorcl.) 
in England, we are now called, nay \VC call onrfelves, 
2nd write our n:1me Crz!foe, and fo 1ny con1p::i.nions 
~1Iways called n1e. 

I had two elder brothers, one of which was lieu
tenant colonel to a:n Et1J;/i/h regiment of foot in 
Flanders, formerhT con1mandcd bv the famous colo-, , 

YoL. I. B ne! 
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nel Lockhart, anJ ,va<3 killed at the battle ne;:r lJ, 'Jl~ 

kirk a6a~nil the Sp2nit1.:·Js ; ·wh,1t becan1c of 111,~ 

free nd brother I ne'.'Cr knew, any 1nore than 1ny 

father o:" 1.nolher <lid know what was bec01T1e c,f n1e. 

Bcinr; the third f 011 of the family, an<l not bred 

tc 2.rry t~au ', 1ny heaJ l,c~an to be fill(.;d n.,ry early 

, 1:ith rambling thought": 111/ father, \vho ,.,as ve: y 

ancient, hc1d gi-ven me a coE1pctei.1t D1-1re <.); learning, 

a far a~ houfe educ:.1ti0n, 3,id a conntrv frce-fchool 
J 

~ene:aHy f~ocs, and defigncd 1ne for the law; but I 

\vould be fati.:,fied v. ith not11inrr but ~:ui:1:, to fea, and 
l) t., ..._) 

• ,. • 1 • l d 1- n , . 1 1 

my 1ncnna·wn to tms c n1e o 1tr'-H c~;y a~;a1nfr: tn ! 

wi~l, nav the com1nand; of n1v fithei, ancl a~,ainfl:, 
.., 

,I 
"'' 

:iH the entreaties and pcrfuafiorn, of n1y mother anc.l 

o ·¾er friul'--l~, th~t t~1erc fcc111ed to .)e fm 1dhi11;; fatal 
. t r_ .- l • .. ~ 1 I 
?.E tuat pro},t.-111,on 01 nature tenuing d11 cu1 y to t 1c 

life of 1nifery , ... ·hich ,~:as to befal n1e . 

.l\ly fathG, a wife and gr.:1.ve 111:.m, g~ve n1c fcri

uus and excellent cou1' ;l t a3ainfi. what he for -.:fay; 

was rny <ldirrn. lie ca~lcd 1ne one mornin•, into 
0 

c) 

hio chamber, where he Yi!JS confineJ. l·y tllc gout, 

a.11d L,~pufl:ulatcd very :varn1ly with me upon this fub

je~1:: be aik\.. d me v. hat r..._,Jons more t!)~'n a 1,1 - r 

,, anl!ri·H! iuclinat" on I had ft,r lea\'it~(• 111 r fat;,~ r's 
l 1 

, ') ,1 

Lou fr a: d 1n .T 11:ltiv~· cut· ,1L. '.', \\ 1,erc I mi;. i1t be wcP 
.., 

,I 
(.. ') 

j,:t1 cdecc<l, a11d li .. d a pi."o ri:ccr of ra:fing 1,1 y ;P: tu;-: • 

by a:,plicat:l n an l inJufhy, \'- ith a !ir'.! of (afe ai 1 

rLa;ure. 1 Ic tolJ I!1C it was :or Hlt'll of J-.:!"rc:·~tt 

fortu: ... e.; on eine hand, o.r of afpirin(;, foru·i, ~- iur

tt.:.n-2s on the other, \'/ho went alH·o:~d t:po11 : e.:\ L:1. 

tun.:::, to rife by c.ntcrr-,riz-:!, ,,n .... nnkc fr...., 1 .1~· l: · 

iam(,U~ in u·1ckrt~.k.ing-; of .1 11:.iu:rc (.Ut Cf th~· co: -

ll.., ..... 1·1 r·r",d. +l f- t1 
,. r, t. :.1,~· ~ ·t (•. ,. 'l

0

t r ·le() 1·,,. 
,v , .. Ha , ,....... ,;,..,.I. uh 

0
d ,, 1 ,~,l \.. l • ...._ , 



OF ROBINSON CRUSOE. 3 
above me, or too far below n1e ; that n-1ine was the 
middle fiate, or what might be called the upper fia
t.ion of lc'io life, \Vhich he had found by long expe-
rience was the befl fi:ate in the world, the n1oft 
fuited to hunnn happine[s, not expofed to the n1i
fe1ies and hardf1nips, the labour and fuffcrings of the 
n1echanick part of mankind, and not embarrafs'd wii:h 
the pride, luxury, ambition and envy of the upper 
p2.rt of rnankind. He told me, I 1night judge of 
the happinefs of this fiate, by this one thing, viz. 
That this was the fiate of life ·which all other people 
envied ; that kings hav~ frequently lamented the 
n1iferable confequences o.f being born to great things, 
~nd ,vi{h they had been placed in the n1iddle of the 
two extren1es, bet\veen the 1neaa and the great; 
that the ,vife 1nan gave his tefi:irnony to this as the 
jufi: fianJard of true felicity, ,vhen he prayed to have 
neither poverty or riches. 

lic bid n1c: obferye it, and I fhould ahvays find, 
th~t the calamities of life ,vcre {hared an1ong the 
upper and lower part of 1nankind; -but that the rniddle 
fi::n:on had the fe,,;-efl difafi:c:cs, and \Vas not expofed 
to fo 1nany viciilitudes zis the higher or Io,ver part 
0f n1ankind; nay, they were not fubjecled to fo many 
difie111pers and uneafineffes either of body or mind, 
a.s thofe "\"rere, ,vho by Yicious living, luxury and ex
travagancies on one hand, or by hard labour, want 
of neceffaries, and 1nean or infufficient diet on the 
other hand, bring diftempers upon then1felves by 
the natural confcquenccs of their way of living ; 
that the middle fiation of life was calculated for ~u 
l ind of virtHcs and all kind of enjoyn1ents ; th~t 

B '2 peace 



LIFE AND ADVENTVRES' 

peace and plenty were the hand-rnaids of a ·n::iJc!i'e

fortune ; that ten1perance, moderation, quietnefs~. 

health, fociety, all agreeable diverfions, and all de.: 

fireable pleaf ures, y;ere the bleilings· attending the 

middle fiation of life; that this way n1en ,vent filently 

and fmoothly through the world, and co1nfortably 

out of it, not en1barraffed ·with the labours of the 

hands or of the head, not fold to the life of fiayery 

for daily bread, or harraffed "'Nith pe?plexed circmn

frances, ,d1ich rob the foul of peace, 2nd the body 

of refr; not enra~ed \vith the pai1ion of envy, 01' 

fecret burning lufl of an1bition for great things ; bu\i 

in eafy circumfl:ances fliding gently through the world, 

and fcnfibly tafling the fweets of living, without the 

bitter, feeling thcit they are happy, and learning by 

every day's experience to know it rnore fenfibly. 

After th,s, he preffecl n1e e2.rnefi.l)7, and in the 

mo.fl affectionate 1nanner, not to play the youn~ 

n1an, not to precipitate 1nyfelf into n1iferies which 

nature ~ncl the fiation of life I was born in feemed 

to have provided againfl ; that I y-as mh.ler :no ne.~ 

ceility of feeking n1y bread;: that he ,Yould do well. 

for n1e, c\nd er'-deavouI to enter 111e fair 1 y into the 

fiation of life ,vhich he had been jufl recom1nending 

to n1e ; and that if I ,vas not very eafy and happy in 

the ,vorld, it n1ufi be 1ny n1cer fate or fault that mu{L 

hinder it, and that he fhoulcl have nothing to anfwer 

for, having thus difcharged his duty in warning m.e 

again.fl rneafure·, which he kHew would be to 1ny 

hurt : in a word, that as he would do very kind 

things for me if I ,vould flay and fettle at home as he 

dired:ed) fo he ,vould not have fo 1nuch hand in my 

misfortunes, as to give 1ne any encourage1ncnt to go 
away; 



OF ROBINSON CRUSOE. 5 
H':,,;rav: and to clofe all, he told 1ne I had my elder 
bro:hcr for an cxan1ple, to whon1 he had ufed the 
fame earnef: perf uafions to k~ep hi1n fron1 going into 
the lo,:v countq ,:vars, but could not prevail, his 
Younri· defires J)i·on1ptino- hin1 to run into the anny, ~ 0 0 

v;hc,.·2 he ·was k.illed; an<l th0ugh he faid he V{ould. 
n0t ccafe to pray for n1e, yet he ,vould venture to fay 
:to me, that if I did take this fooli{h fiep, God would 
not blefs 111e, and I ·would have leifure hereafter to 
relle8: upon having neglected his connfel when there 
111ight be none to afiifc in my recovery. 

I o~forv..;d in this lafr part of his difcourfe, which 
~:r:lS truly prophet.id:, thcugh I fuppoie n1y father 
did not L:no-w it to be fo h:rnfdf; I fay, I obfervecl 
the tc,us run down his face very plentifully, and ef~ 
:i]eci~1.lly \Vhen he frJok.e of my brother who was killed; 
~1.11<.l that '""·hen he ilJoke cf my having leifure to 
repent, and none to .:.1ffifl: 1ne, he ,vas fo rno-ved, that 
he broke off the .difcemrfe, c.nll told rne, his heart 
r~vas fo full, he coulJ fay no n1ore to n1e. 

I was fincercly affeB:ecl with this difcourfc, as 
;ndeed ,vho could be ctherwifo? and I rcfolved not 
to think of going a~woa<l any n-torc, but to frttie 
,it h01r?.e according to my father;s c~di~·e. Hut alas! 
a few days wore it all off; arid in n10rt, to prc \·ent 
n:ny nf n1y fi1ther's fin-ther ii."!1por~'J.nitics, in a few 
we 'ks after, I refolved tu run quite 2.v·,ty frora hin1. 
I-Io·wever, I did not a.1 fo h:i.ftily ncith(l r as my firft 
;heat of rcfolutjon pr01npted, but I took 1ay mother, 
rit a time \Vh~n I thought her a little pleafantcr th2..11 
ordinary, and told her, that n1y thoughts \Vere fo 
entirely bc1it upon feeing the \vorlcl, thar: I {houlcl 
never ftttle to any thing with refolution ene,ug-h to r·o 

<.., C) I 
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through with it, and n1y father had better give 1Le 

his confent than force me to go without it; thc1..t I 

was now eighteen years old, ,vhich was too b.te to 

go apprentice to a trade, or clerk to an attorney ; 

that I ,vas f ure, if I did, I fhould 1"!.ever ferve out 1ny 

tin1e, and I {hould certainly rw1 ziway fro1n n:y 

mafler before n1y ti!ne was out, and go to fea ; and 

if :fhe woGld fpeak to my father to let w.e go one 

voyage abroad, if. I can1e home ap;ain and did n')t 

like it, I ,voulcl go no n1ore, and I \Youlc.i promife by 

a double diligence to recover that tin1e I had left. 

This put n1y n1othcr into a great paffion : fhc told 

me, fhe knew it ,vould be to no purpofe to f peak to 

n1y father upon any fuch fubjea, that he knew too 

well what was 111y interdl to give hi.; confo1:t to a~1y 

fuch thing fo 1nuch for my hurt, aad that fl-1e ,.,.(Yi.1-

dered how I could think of an ,r fuch thin6 ~fter fuch 

a difcourfe as I had had with n1y father, and fuch 

kind and tender exprefiions as fhe knew my father 

had ufed to rnc; and that in fhort, if I would rui ... 1 

1nyfdf, there was no he1 1) for n1e ; but I might d ,_ 

pend I fhould never lrn.-ve their confont to it : that 

for her part fhe ,vould not 11:ive fo n1uch hailll in my 

ddlrucrion; and I {houlcl never have it to fay, that 

n1y 1nother was willing when my father was not. 

Though n1y n10ther ref1fcd to n1ove it to my 

father, yet, as I have heard aftenvards, :fbe reported 

all the difco;urfe to him, and that n1y father, after 

:!hewing a great concern at it, faid to her with a fi: h, 

"T'hat boy 111ight be happy if he would fray at hon-ic, 

but if he goes abroad, he ·will be the moil 111ifr.i:

ableft wretch that ,vas eyer born ; I ca:1 give no 

confeat tq it." 
It 
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It was not till aln1ofl a year after this that I broke 
Joofc, thornrh in the 1nean ti1ne I continued obHinc1te-u 

ly <leaf to all propofals of r~ttlin0 to bufinefs, <1nd 
frequently expoftulating ,.vith my .h-1-ther and 1nother., 

1 • b . i' 11 • l l . I . f' about t.r..eir eing o po ... 1t1ve y c eterm1nec ::1gau1 r 
what they knew 1ny inclinations pron1pted 1ne to. 
BL~t being one day at Iiull, ·where I ·went c1~t1ally, 
anll \\ it!1nut any purpofe of rnak.ing an elopement 
I . . I i. 1 • , d r t 1at t11nt:; Dut ay, oe;.ng tncre, an .oac 01 n1y 

• b" • b r T f • i• f comt1aa1011s --c1ng go~ng y iea to •..JJnc(m, 1n 111~ (.t-

ther's .fh.i.p) and prorn.pting m.e to go ,vith thern, v,tith 
tll ,, C"TI11 ' 1 0il 'lfl,,•·e•,,;:,.,,t of ~ea i::-.1,.:ll'• '"l"''""' niz. \..,. l.J ... l. ... ~ '4 i~-1 l ... J.._,..,.t,_ ..,_ -lc ..... 1 ( ... 1..1 \....,11.-, \ 

That it :fhould cofl: n1e nothing for 1ny p~Jfa.ge, I 
f , l ·t;, .r t1 h t r coa uite( ne1 .uer 1a ner or rnot tl· any rn.ore, no - 10 

l , •• l''• J l .. lnt1cn as 1er.t them v.,on. rJ.t 1t; out e:r, 1ng- the111 to 
hear of it as they n~ight, -v.rithout afking (-}od's blef. 
f:;1~~, or r.1y father's, \V~thout any co1lfidera~1011 of 
circ~n1 ~ances or confequcnccs, and in '.:~n ill hour, 
(;o 1 kno,v.;, on the fir{l of September 16 5 r, I "\lent 
-0:1 Luan.l a {hip bound for J,ondon; ne~:er any young 
adrentnn:1's rnisfortunes~ I bclie,:e, bt'0·an foo:ner .. or .. '-.,) ; 

c0nt:i:1 ued longer than 1nine. The i11ip \vas no foon--·r 
.go~kn out of the IJu,nbcr, but the ,,·ind Lt~~J.1 t·l 

l., 

blow, zt1:d the "'Na Yes to 1 ife in a 1110ft fric-·htfr.J 111an-
L' 

l ') O'I" • a·1r11 ., s I l1aJ 11 r••re•r 'ur:,e11 '.:J t . r a 1---r J."o - -> T , - • ' ... ._ 1 , c .1. .... c... , '- \ (.. c.~ lC:, u ._ i ! '---, l \ ~ ,t ) 
'l • n· i , .r. 1 • l I l . ,. • ' . 1110 ... 1ncxnre11101e i1c.~ 111 oou ·v·, an'- tern!\ c.~ 1n rn.v i J • ~ 

111ind : l bega:i.l n.o-.v feriouily to r-cfieD· ut'o:1 ~.\"~iat l 
t.ad ~une, ~ind how J=ufllv I ,,:is ovcrtal.:.~11 ; v th..! J , 

ju lv11:.~nt of heaven fo--...· n1y\vicked !ez~vin~: ... ny f.,tLt:.r's 
huui~, ~:ad a~J~u1J0Ling rn.y ,{uty; ~ll tL~ ~;o' J 
-counfel of my pcire:1ts, n1y father's tea~s ~1:.CL n.: :n· ~ 
th ' t . f' 'l . . I l 1 er s en rc~t1cs came Lo\V re11 into 111 y nnnc., ~U~ll 
n y confcienc""', \ibich ,Yas not yet corn.e to the I itch 

B 4 oi 



,;· 
i 

11: 
'I 

11 

I 
I' 

I 

LIFE AND ADYENTU RES 

of hardnefs to which it has been fince, reproached 

n1e with the contempt of advice, and the breach of 

n1y duty to God and my father. 
All this while the ilorm encreafed, and the fea, 

,vhich I had never been upon before, ,vent very high, 

though nothing like what I have feen n1any times 

fince; no, nor like what I faw a few days after: 

but it was enough to affect n1e then, \vho ,vas but 

a young failor, and had never known any thing of 

the n1atter. I cxpeB:ed every wave ,vould have 

fwallowed us up, and that every time the fhip fell 
down, as I thought, in the trough or hollow of the 
fea, we :fhould never rife n1ore ; and in this agony of 
n1ind, I n1ade many vows and refolutions, that if i"i 
would pleafe God here to fpare n1y life this one 

Yoyage, if ever I got once 1ny foot upon dry land 
again, I would go direB:ly ho111e to n1y father, and 
never fet it into a fhip again while I liv' d ; that I 
would take his advice, and never run n1yfelf iEto 
f uch n1iferies as thefe any 1nore. Now I faw plainly 

the goodnefs of his obfervations about the 1nid<llc 

ftation of life, how eaf y, how con1fortably he had 
lived all his days, and never had been expofed to 
tcmpeil:s at fea, or troubles on .fhore; and I refolved 

that I would, like a true repenting prodigal, go 
hon1e to n1y father. 

Thefe wife and fober thoughts continued all the 
while the ftorn1 continued, and indeed forne time 

aL.er ; but the next day the wind was abated ~-:.nd 
the fea calmer, and I began to be a little inur'd to it: 

ho\Yever I was very grave for all that day, being alfo 

a little fea-fick flill; but to\vanls night the weather 
cleared up, the wind \vas quite o\ er, and a charn1-

. 
rng 
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ing fine evening followed ; the fun went down per
fectly clear, and rofe fo the next n1orning ; and 
having little or no wind, and a fn1ooth fea, the fun 
fhining upon it, the fight was, as I thought, the 
mofl delightful that ever I faw. 

I had flept well in the night, and was no\v no 
1nore fea-:fick, but very chearf !.11, looking ,,,ith won
der unon the fo::i that v:.ras fo rou 1?'h ~nd terrible the £ u 

day before, and could be fo cahn and fo pleafant in 
fo little tirne after. J\.nd now, leaft rny good refolu
tions {h.ould continue, n1y companion, who had in
deed enticed me away, comes to n1e, " VVi:l!, Bob," 
fays he, ( clapping n1e upon the fhoulder .) how do 
you c!o after it? I 'i.-carrant you <were frighted, 'lua' n' t 
; 1ou, lc[ll night, 'lr::hen it blew but a cop full of wind? A 
.::ap full do you call it? fa.id I, it '"w'as a terrible jlorm: 
Aflorm,you fool you, replies he, do you call that ajlorm? 
·~uhy it was nothing at a!!_; gi-·ue us but a good /hip and 
./ca-room, and 'Z-Ue th:nk nothing qf fuc!J a /qua! of wind 
as that; but you're bat a Jr4h-ioaterfai!or, Bob; cume 
let us make a bowl of punch and 'l.uc' I! f~1~r;,-et all that ; 
do youfae u:!.Hlt charming iueathcr it is now? "f'o 1nakc 
fhort this fad p~rt of n1y ftory, vie ,vent the old yv2,.y 
of all failors, the pm1ch was 1nadc, and I was 1nad~ 
drunk ·with it, and in that one night's \vickcdnefs I 
drowned all 111y repentance~ all 1ny rcflec.lions upon 
n1y pafr conc.h~l'r, and all e1y rdolution.s for my 
future. In a ,vord, as the f~a ,vJ.s retrn·i.1cd to its 
frnoot.hnefa of f urL;,cc ;,.nd i'_;tt led calrnnefs by the 
abatcmu1t of that fionn, fo t~1e l-n~rry of Ii1/ Lhoughts 
being oYer, 1ny fears and apprehenftons of being 
f\vallov;:ed up by the fca being forgot:tcn, and the 
current -Jf my forn1er dcfires return--:d., I eucirdy for .. 

,gut 
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got the vo,vs and pron1ifes that I n1ade in my diftrefa. 
l fch1nd indeed fome intervals of reflection, and the 
ferious tl1oughts did, as it were, endeavour to 
return aga.:n fometi1nes, but I ihook them off> and 
r0uzcd n:1y~df fron1 them as it were from a diftemper, 
and ap11: tng 1n;felf to drinking and company, foon. 
mafl:ereJ the return of thofe fits, for fo I called thern, 
ai1d I h2.d in five or fix da} s got as compleat a vic
tory over confcience as any young fellow that re
I<)lve<l not to be troubled ,vith it, could defire : But 
I v\ as to have another tri~1l for it fiill ; and Provi
dence, as in fech cafes gen':rz.IIy it does, r-;folved to 
leave n-;.e entii·ely ,vitho·~~t excufc. For if I would 
not take this for a delfrerance, 1J1c: next was to be 
fut h a 0nc as the \Vorft and .moil: hz.rdeneJ wretch 
am0•.,~ us \\·o•.1kl confefs both the danger and the 

'The uxth Jay of our being at fea we came into 
,,_ l I,. 1 1 • • h . , 1 annoz:t 'J :t()Ztas; Lie ,v1nd .av1ng- neen contrzry, 
and the ·vcai:he1· cal:-n, we had 1naJc but Ettle ·wa_T 
fince the ilonn. 1Iere we were 0~1li?c<l to cor..1e to 
anchcr, and here we 12.y, t~l~ wi:-1d conti:1uing con
trary, ,-.,,iz, at fouth -weft, for feven or eight days. 
during which tirne a great 1nany foips from 1Vcu'
cafi!e canie into the fc-une road::-:, as the con1mon har-
1Jour where the fhips n1ight vait for a wind for the 
llVCi'. 

\V c had not however rid here fo long, but fuould 
ha :e ti leLl it up the ri·:er, hut that the wind bkw 
too fr~n.; a:1 Ll after we Lad lain fonr or five days:, 
bkv y~-ry ha~·d. I [u.,-,:'--Yer, the roacls bl'.ing rcckoneu 
as f.,0'1d as a hclrbour, the c11 chon1..ge good, and our 
ground-tackle very fi:rong, our rnen were uncon-

cerned, 
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cerned, and not in the leaft apprehenfive of danger, 
but f pent the time in refl: and mirth, after the 

1nanner of the fea; but the eighth day in the 111orning, 
the \Vind increafed, and we had all hands at work 

10 H:rike our top-n1afl:s, and make every thing fnug 
and clofe, that the ihip might ride 2.s eafy as poffible. 
By noon the fea went very high indeed, and our ihip 
rid forecqfl!e in, :fhipp'd feveral feas, and we thought 
once or twice our anchor had coine h01ne ; upon 
which our mafter ordered out the {heet anchor ; fo 

that we rode \vith t~.vo anchors a-head, and the cables 
vered out to the better end. 

By this time it blew a terrible !1:orm. indeed, and 
now I began to fee terror and an1azen1ent in the 
faces even of the feamcn themfolves. The 1-nafler, 
though vigilant in the bufinefs of preferving the {hip~ 
yet as he \vent in and out of his cabbia by n1e') I 

could hear him foftly to himfelf fay feveral ti:11es, 

Lord be m:rcijul to us, 'lUC /hall be a!l lq/l, 'lue /ha!! le 
all undone; ~nd the like. During th:~fe firft hurries] 
I vvas flupi<l, lying flill in n1y cabbin, viil1ich ,vas in the 
f!:eerage, an.J cc1nnot defcribe my temper : I could ill 
re-a{fume the firfl peniLen.ce ,vhich I had fo apparently 
trampled upon, and hclYdened 111yfelf againil: I 
thought the bitternefa of death had been pafr, and 
that this would be noth1ng to Eke the firfi. But 
when the marrer hi1nfclf ca111e by 1ne, a; I faici juft 
nov;', ~nd faid we :fhould be all lorL, I was dreadfully 
frighted : I got u1) out of n1y cabbin, and looked 
out; but fuch a diEnal fight I never faw: the fca 
,vent mount~ins high, arn .. l brok.e uFon us e.rery three 
or four minutes : when I conld look about, I coukt 
foe nothing but difl:refs round us : two :fhips that rid 

near 
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near us, ,ve found, had cut their n1afi:s by the 
board, being deep loaden ; ,t~1d our men cryed out, 
that a foip which rid about a 111il~ a-head of us ,-vas 
fou~dered. 1\vo n10re :fhips being driven fr01n their 
a...richors, \Vere run o 1t of the roads to fea, at all 

, , . h ri f1. ] • ml adventures, ana to2,t v.nt :10t a n1a1L uanarng. l 1e 
light :fhips fared the bcfl:, as not fo much labouring
in the fea; but ty~·o or three of then1 drove, and 
c2.1nc clofc by us, running av,ay \;·:th only thei:.- fprit
fail out before the wind. 

Tov,:ar<ls evening the 1nate a11d boatfwain begged 
the n1afler of our :fhip to let them cut ay1,ay the fo:e~ 
n1a.f1:, which he v;as very un\villing to : but the boat-
r . r. b' h 'f h d.d , .n . 1\va::.n prote1ung to ~11:1, Lat 1 e i not, tne 1n1p 
would founder, he confented; and ,-vhen they had 
cut av.:ay the fore-n1af1:, the 111aiE-rnail frood f o lcofc, 
and :fhook. the faip fo n1uch, they \Vere obliged to 
cut her away alfo, and 111ake a clear deck . 

.ii.ny one in:1y judge ,vhat a condition I 111ufl be in 
1, 1 • l b r 'J d . } ' at a 1 t111s, ,v 110 ,, as ut a. ye,ung 1;:u or, an ·wllo 1aa 

been in fuch a fri;ht befo,·e at but a little. But if I 
..:,Ll exprcfs r~t this diflancc the tLoughts I had about 
n1L. at th:1t t1m0, I was in tenfold more horror or 
n1ind upon account of Il1/ formc.r convictions, and 
the having retLLrncd frorn them to the refolutions I 
had ,vicLcdly taken at urn, than I \Ya8 at death it
folf; and thcfe, adLleJ to the terrcr of the ftorm., 
put 1ne i:1 fuch a conclition, that I c2_11 by no woro.s 
1 r 'b . · B ' " h uc!Cn. ·e u:. ··1.it di.; wont was not cm11e yet, t c 

fror;_n contintte-J wii:h fuch fury, that the feamcn 
thcrn.fch c..3 ackno\,-lcc.ked thoy h,H.l never kno,,,n a 0 , 

·wor.[e. \Fe had a goo--1 {hip, but foe \Yas deep loaden, 
and ,vallc·-..vcd in the foa, that the f..;arnen every no_v 

?11~ 
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ind then cried out, fue ,vould founder. It ,-ras 1ny 
advantage in one rcfpec1:, that I did not know \'\1hat 
they n1eant by founder, till I enquired. I-I ow ever, 
the fiorm was fo violent, that I faw ,, hat is not often 
feen, the n1after, the boat~fwain, and fon1e others 
1nore fenfible than the refr, at their prayers, and ex .. 
pelting e,rery n1on1ent when the {hip \vould go to the 
botton1. In the 1niddle of the night, and under all· 
the reft of ou;:- difl:reffes, one of the 111en that had 
been do,vn on purpofe to fee, cried out we had fprung 
a leak ; another faid there ,vas four foot ,·vater in the 
hold. Then all hands \Vere called to the pump. At 
that very word my heart, as I thought, died ,Yithin 
n1e, and I fell back-wards upon the fide of 111y bed 
where I fat, into the cabbin. I-fo\vever, the 1nen 
rouzed rne, and told 111e, that I that "\Yas aLle to do 
nothing before, \'; as as well 2.ble to pnn1p as another; 
at ,vhich I fiirred up, and went to the pump and 
,vorked very heartily. \Vhile this was doing, the.a. 
n1afl:er feeing f01ne light colliers, \y, ho not able to 
ride out the fcorn1, were obliged to flip and run away 
to fea, and \\·onld c01ne near us, ordered to fire a. 
gun as a fignal of diftrcfs. I \v·ho k.ne\v- nothin6 ,vhat 
that 1neant, was fo furprized-; that~ thought the f11ip 
had broke, or foine d.re2dfnl thing happened. 111 a 
worc.1, I was fo furprizt;d, that I fell down in a f,Yoon. 
A 1· • h , 1 • dh. "C _ s t111s was a tune w en ~-.•ery oocr) h~1 11s O\\'Jl 11!.e 

to think. of, no body n1inded me, or ,,;hat \Yas be
come of 111e; but another man fl:ept up to the p1..1n11 , 
anJ thrufcing me aficlc with his foot, let 1ne lye, 
thinking I had be~n dead ; and it w~ i;; a gieat ,vhile 
before I can1e to myfelf. 
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· 1,Ve worked on, but the water encreafing in the 
hold, it was apparent that the :fhip vvould founder, 
and though the i1orm began to 2.bate a little, yet as 
it ;,vas not poffible {he could fwim till we 1night run 
into a port, fo the mailer continued firing guns for 

help ; and a light iliip who had rid it out jufl: a~head 
cf us, Yentured a boat out to help us. It \YtiS with 
the utmoft hazard the boat carne near us, but it 1.vas 
in1poilible for us to get on board, or for the boat to 

lie near the fhip fide, till at laft the n1en rov,,ing Yery 
heartily, and venturing their lives to fave ours, our 
rnen caft the1n a rope over the fl:ern with a buoy to 

it, and then vered it out a great length, which they 
.1.fter great labour and hazard took liol<l of, and ,,·e 

haul' d then1 clofe under our ftern and got all into 

their boat. It was to no purpofe for the111 or us after 

we were in the boat to think of reaching to their ow~1 

fuip, fo all agreed to let her drive, and only to pull 
b.er in towards :fhore as n1uch as we could, and 

our n1afler promifed them, that if the boat was 
fraved upon ihore he would make it good to their 

m0.fler, fo partly rowing and partly driving, our boat 
went c1way to the norward, floaping towards the fhore 
t2lmoft as far as f!Vinterton-Nefs. 

V\,T e were not much more than a quarter of an 
ho-:_1r out of our ihip but we faw her_ fink, and then 
1 underI'cood for the fir.ft tin1e what ·was ineant by a 
{hip foundering in the fea; I mu.ft acknowledge I had 
hardly eyes to look up when the f~amen told n1c 

G:c was finking; for from that m01nent they rather 
put n1e into the boat than that I n1ight be faid to go 
i:1, my heart ,vas as it ,vere dead within me, par'tl / 

'\Vith 
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\Yith fright, partly with horror of rnind, 
thoughts of 1.vhat ,vas yet before 1ne. 

\Vhile we ,vere in this condition, the r11 ,~·11 "I t 
" - ) -

L1bourin;; at the oar to bring the boa-:: near the {hore, 
. \Ye could fee, when our boat n1ounting the -v,raves we 
,vere able to fee the :fhore, a gre2.t m.2-ny people 
run1iing along the fhore to ailiH: us ,vhen ,ve ihould 
con1e near, but we made but :flov." ,vay tov·,rards the 
:fhore, nor ·were we able to reach the :fhore, 
till being paft the light-houfe at T!J"'hztt:rton, the 
fhore falls off to the weft\Y~rd to\vards Cromer, and 
fo the land broke off a littl:; the violence of the ,vind : 
here we got in, and, though not ,vithout rn.-uch dif .. 
ficulty, got ail fafe on .fhore, and \vaiked afte:nvards 
on foot to 1..-.armouth, where, as u11.fortun2.te n1c:1, we 
were ufed with great humariity, as ,vell by the n1a-
giflrates of the town, v:ho ailigned us good qaarters, 

b • 1 • , • r11· { as y part1cu1ar 111ercllJ.nts ana. cwners or imps, a:i1c, 
haJ n1oney given us f ufficieri~ to carry us either to 
London or back to 1-f.ull, as 1,ve thought fit. 

Had I now had the fenfe to have go!1c bac~z to 
Ilu!l, and haYe gone hon-:;e, I h~ cl been hap~y, and 
n1y fatter, 2n en1blcrn of our b!effed S:ri'icar's 
1)a1·able had c·,·en lr1·r1•eJ t11e -r., .. t- ,,,..1 c...,p: +:or •n ... ~ - ·• • I , 1<'. \. ... • ... .:, L c\...Ll ~~~1 ... ..,_c ? 101 

i1earing the ihip I v;rcnt away in ~\\·a.; ca{l away in 
1,zrmuuth Road, it ·was a great whi:.;; before he had 
any affur:incc that I wa~ nc t drowned. 

But my ill fate pu{hed 111;.; on r..•TW with an o"Jfl:i~, 
11acy that nothing could refi.ft ; anJ though I h,1d 
feverai times loud calls fro111 my r2afon and rny rr~Jre 
-compofed judgnu:nt to go h,J,.11e, yet I had no po'-,\~~ 
to do it. I l·nu\v not \\_\at hl call thi3, nor \-. :l ! I 
t.rge, that it is :1 foci .' t over-ruling decre:; th~.t h1.:r-
1 ic::, uJ on to be the i:1f Lru1nents of our o,vn ddhnc~ 
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tion, e,:en th01..1gh it be before us, and that ·we pufh 
upon it ~'ith our eyes open. Certainly nothi:ig but 
fo111e fttch decreed unavoidable 1nifei y attending, and 
which it \Vas impoffible for me to efcape, could have 
pufhed me forward againfi: the caln1 reafonings and 
perfuafions of my n1oft retired thoughts, and againfr 
nvo fuch vifible infi:ruEtions as I had met ,vith in my 
firil attempt. 

l\'Iy comrade, who had help!:d to harden n1e be
fore, and ,vho ,vas the 'inaflcr's fon, vvas now lefs 
forward than I ; the firft tin1e he fpoke to n1e after 
,ve were at Yarmouth, ,vhich was not till two or 
three clavs, for ,ve were fenarated in the to\vn to 

J .l 

feveral qu::i.rters : I fay, the firfi: tin1e he faw me, it 
appeared his to:ae ,vas altered, and looking very me
bncholy, and :fh;:,~king his head, afked me how I did, 
anc~ telling his father ,vho I was, and how I had 
come this voyage only for a tri2.l, in order to go 
faither abroad ; his father turning to n1e ,vith a very 
gra"i'e and concerned tone, young man, fays he, you 
O?tght never to go to fta any more, you ought to take 
th,.sfor a p!ai;z and ri;ifib!e tcJcn that you arc not to be a 

J·,1.faring man. Vvhy, Sir, faid I, will you go to fea, 
no n1ore? That is another cafe, faid he, it is my 
calling, and there.fore my duty; but as you made this 
'i)oyage far a trial~ you Jee what a tofle hea:-;,,1en has gi"ven 
J'Oll if what you are to cxpc[l if you pc1_f!fl; perhaps this 
is all btfalk,-t us on your account, like Jonah in tht /hip rj' 
Tarfhi{h. Pray, continues he, 'i-uhat arc )'Ozt? end 
Gn czc:hat account did you go to Jca? U1Jon th~t I told 
I:im fmne of 1ny Hory; at tlie end of which he bur:fl 
out with a firange kind of paffion; what had I CtO:ne,. 
fay.:; he, that f uch an unhappy wretch ihould come 

into 
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+- nto 1ny {hip ; I would not fet n1y foot in the fame 
fhip with thee again for a thoufand pounds. This 
in<leccf was, as I faid, an excurfion of his fpirits, 
which were yet agitated by the fenfe of his lofs, and 
was farther than he could have authority to go. 
IIowever he aftenvards talked very gravely to n1e, 
exliorted 111c to go back to n1y father, and not ten1pt 
Providence to n1y ruin; told me I n1ight fee a vifiblc 
h2.n...l of he~wen ag;iinft n1e, and young man, faid he, 
dt.pr:ad upon it, if you do not go back, where·ver you 
g(), you will meet with no!hing but difaflers and difap-
pointmc;zt.s, till yourfather' swords are fufilled upon you. 

'\Ve parted foon after ; for I made hin1 little an
fwer, and I faw him no· n1ore ; which way he ,vent, 
I know not. J\.s for n1e, having fome money in 
111y pocket, I tl·r,:elled to London by land; and there, 
as well as on the road, had n1any fhuggles with n1y
fdf, what co:.1rfe of life I ilioulcl take, and whether 
i fhould go home, or go to fea, 

As to goin2; honle, :fbame oppofe<l the brft 1110~ 

tions that offered to 1ny thoughts ; an<l it in1-
n1cdi~1.tc ly occurred to n1e how I fhould be laughed 
at among t~1c neighbmlrs, and Ihould be a{hamecl to 
frr, not rny father and rnothcr only, but even cyery 
.body elfe; from \Vhencc I have fince often obferv~d, 
ho .v i11co1Y'ruous Ztnd iEational the c01nr11on tem-n 

r. 1 • • . f . r c . l ,. per 0£ n1.111.;,.1nu 1s, e p~c1a.ly 01 yontl1, to t 1at ret\ion 
which ought to guide thc111 in f uch cafes, 'L:iz. that 
t~1cy are not af!:an1ed to fin, and yet are a{hamecl to 
repent; nor a{hamed of the ,:Etion for which they 
ought juftly to be efteemcd fools, but are a{hamecl of 
the rctt:rning, \\ hich only can 1r.2.kc thern be efi:ecmed . ,.. 
\\·Ile men. 

~T I , OL. . C In 
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18 LIFZ ~\ND ADVEXTURfS 

In this fi:ate of life however I remained for1e tirue,. 
uncertain what n1eafures to ta!<.e, and what couric of 
life to lead. i.1.n irrefifrible relu8.:ance coatinuecl to 

going home ; and as I flayed a while, the rer:1en1-
brance of the diftrefs I had been in "'I.Vore off ; and 

as that abated, the little n1otion I had in n1y Jefi.rc~ 

to a return wore off ,vith it, ti!l at lai1: I quite laid 
a.fide th2 thoughts of it, and looked out for a vovage .. 

That evil influence ,;;hich carried n1e firfr away 

from n1y father's houfe, that hurried me into the ,Yild 
and indigefled notion of raifing my fortune ; and 
that imprefi thofe conceits fo forcibly upon n1e, as 
to make rne deaf to all good advice, and to the 
entreaties and even the con1111and of my father : I fay, 
the fame influence, whatever it was, prefented the 
1nofr unfortunate of all enterprizes to my vie,v; and 

l went on board a veffel bound to the coafr of Africa; 
or as our failors vulgarly call it, a voyage to Guinea. 

It was my great rr:isfortune that in all thefc adven .. 

tures I did not fuip n1yfelf as a failor ; ·whereby, 

though I might indeed haYe worked a little h:1rclcr 
than ordin2.ry, yet at the farne time I had learn'"'tt the 
duty and office of a fore-n1aft man; and in ti1ne might 
have qualified myfelf for a mate or lieutenant, if 11<. t 
for a 111afrer. But as it was alwavs mv fate to clYmfe 

I , 

for the worfe, fo I did here; for having mo:1ey in 
my pocket, and good cloaths upon my back, I wo1..ild 
always go on board in the haLit of a gentleman; and 

fo I neither had any bufinef~ in the £hip, or learned 
to do auv. 

I 

It ,vas my lot firfl of all to fall into pretty ~ood 
coinpany in London, which does not al~.v~lys h~tppcu 
to fuch loofc and unguided young follows ,1s l then 

\\as; 
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\VJ.s ;. the devil generally not omitting to lay fome 
fi1are for then1 very early : but it was not fo with 1ne, 
I firft fell acquainted ,vith the mafi:er of a ihip who 
had been on the co=ifl: of Guinea j and ·who having had 
very good fuccefs there, was refolved to go again; 
and who taking a fancy to n1y converfation, which 
was not at all difagreeble at that time, hearing me 
fay I had a mind to fee the ·world, told me if I would 
go the voyage with him I !hould be at no expence ; I 
fhould be his mefs-mate and his companion, and if I 
{:ould carry any thing with me, I :lhould have all the 
advantage of it that the trade would ad1nit; and 
perhaps I might meet with fon1e encouragement. 

I embraced the offer, and entering into a firict 
friendfoip with this captain, who was an honefl: and 
plain-deaEng n1~n, I ,vent the -voy2.ge with hin1, and 
carried a fmall adventure ,-:ith n1e, ,vhich by the dif. 
interefied honefly of 1ny friend the captain, I in
creafed very coufider~bly ; for I carried abo 1_1t 4.0 /. 
in fuch toys and trifles as the captain direcred 1ne to 
buy. This 4-0 /. I hJ.d n1ui1:ered together by the affifl_ 
ancc of fome of my relations whon1 I correfponded 
with, and ,~ ho, I believe, got 111y father, or at leafl 
1ny mother, to contribute fo much a-s that to n1y firft adventure. 

This was the only voyage which I n1ay fay was 
fuccefsful in all 1ny ad-ventures, and ,, hich I cvi'e to 
the integrity and honefty of 111y friend the captain, d 1 1~ I 1 1 ~ ,. , un er w11on1 ai10 got a cmnpetcnt ;:no,v ecgc or tne 
n1athen1aticks and the rules of navigation, learned 
how to keep 2.11 account of the {hip's courfe, take an 
obfcrvai.ion, and, in :lhoYt, to underll:and fmne things 
that ,vete needful to be underf1:ood bv a failor: for, 

J 

C '.Z as 
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as he tock delight to inilrucl: n1e, I tooK del'.g11t to 

learn ; and, in a word, this vo~'2-ge n1adc rr!.e· b[)th 

a failor and a merchant: for I brought h0111e 5 pound 

9 ounces of gold duft for 1nyaclYenture, \Yhich yielded 

me in London at n1y return~ almoH: 300!. a11d thi' 

filled m-e with thofe afpiring thought;) '\vhich h:iYe 

fince fo compleated n1y ruin. 

Yet eYen in this yoyage I had tny n1isf ortunes too 1 

particularly, that I ,vas cor..tinuall)' fick, being thrown 

into a Yiolent c1lenture bY the excefiive heat of the 
' 

climate ; our principal trading being upon the coaft, 

fron1 the latitude of 15 degrees north even to the 

line itfelf. 
I was now fet un :tor a Guinea tr;_ .. dcr ~ and my· 

~ 
. , 

friend, to my great n1isfortune, d) ing foon after his 

arriYal, I refoked t8 go the farne yoyage ag2..in, aad 

I embarked in the fan1e veffcl ·with m1e ,vho y,ra::; his 

mate in the former voyage, anJ had 1~aw got the 

l 
r h JL • rl,, . ' 1. • ri. 

comrnanc 01 t e rn1p. r:.is was Lie u1111,n>p1c1L 
~ . 

yoyage that ever man 111,d:; ; for though I did not 

carry quite I oo /. of my new g1~ncd we~>.lth, fo that I 

had 200 left, and which I lodged ·wi~h 1ny fricn1.l's 

widow, "vho was yery juff: to n1e, ys~ I foll into terri

ble 111isfortunes in this voyage ; and the firfl ,, as 

this, •viz. Our fhip making her courr: to"..v2..rc.b the 

Canary If1ands, or rather betv.1een thofc ifia~1J.s ~nd 

the African :fhore, w~s furprizcd in the grey of the 

n1orning, by a 'Jurkifh i·o,,cr of Sallee, Y,ho gave 

chafe to us with all the fail {he could make. V'/ c 

cro\vded alfo as 1nuch c:in v~.fs as our yards ,,·onld 

fpread, or our n1afl:s carry, to haYc got clear; bu~ find• 

ing the pirate gained upon u3, and would certainly 

come up with us in a few hours, \YC prepared to fight; 
our 
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~'lur fhip haYin; l 2 guns, and the rogEe I 8. About 
three in the aftcrnnon he can1e up ,Yith us, and 
briilging tco by 1ni:CT:ake juft athwart our quarter, 

·inP.:ca.J of athY,.~rt our .fte!·n, as he in.tended, '.\'(:: 

brousht 8 of our guns to bear on thtit fide, ti.lld 

poureJ in ti. bro:ld-~de upon him, \\1 Lich n1~dc hi111 

ln1e ·, .. ort"" "r.··,;."' ac:·c,1· ,·e+-u··1-i1· ·10-. ou1· .c.,.p ~nd po"1.; 11rr Ll Cl 1 c.ti...)'4..L.4 ;. ' C lL., .1. ..... L 1 ~ 1 b l~J..\..,' (...t. i Ll ..LJ. b 

4 lf 1 • ~ , • {h f . • l 1n a .o :is im'":a ,1 ot -ror..1 near 200 men ,vh:c:..1 he 

h:i.d on bo?..rd. IIcwcvcr, ·we h:id not 2.. n1ln touched, 
, 1 , . . r 

a; c,t!r 1nc:1 !'"ccr)lil ~ clo .. c. 
J. ,., 

us as~:in, ~.nd. Yi'e to deL::1cl ourf.J·:cs ; but laying us 

on board the next ti1ae upon our ether quarter, he 
entered 60 men upon oar decks, w:10 i1n1ncdiately 
fell to cutting ct:1cl hackiDg the decks and rigging. 

"\Ve plye<l the:11 ,,.·ith fn12.11-1hot, half-pikes, pm;rder. 

chefis, a:ad fuch like, and clei;:cd our dccl<. 0f thc1n 

twi(:e. I-:o,vever, to Git fhort thL~ m.dancholy part 

of our fiery, our fhip bein6 difabled, and three of 

our 1nen kilk<l~ a7.': eit:ht wounue<l, v;e ,vere obliged 

to yidd, and y;e: ~ car, :ed all prifonero into Sallee, a 

po:t belon~)ng to the Aloor.t. 

The ufage I had LO.ere was not fo dreadful as at fir{l; 

I c:.pj'l eh ended, nur \V?S I carried up the country to 

the, emperor's court, as the rcCT: of our men ,vere, but 

i.Yas kept by the crotain of the rover, as his proper 
. 1 , t,· fl b . d . , ' pnze, ::me n::!ue .~!s .. ave, e1ng young an nm101e, 

.a:il<l fit t0r hi~ buGnels. At this furpriz:ng :~hange of 
rny circumfl:anc~s, from a merL han~ to a n1ifr~rJ.blc 

fla vc, I WJ.S p"rfv~.1:ly oven, helrneJ ; and now t 
~l , ] , , t· l ' 1 • '·1· r 0O1'.CCL oacK up-.)11 Ll)' J.L 1e.: s pr0p1"}eUc Qi couLe to 

rne, that I :fhc1.Lkl be n1iferable, and h:n c none to 

rt.lie, e 1ne, which I thought "·as now fo cffcclually 

~rought to pals, that I could net be w.oril-?; ~Lat noi.v 
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the hand of hc;ivcn had o,·ertaken me, and I Wci3 un ... 
done without redemption. But 2Jas ! this was but a 
tafl:e of the mifery I vv~as to go through, as will appear 
in the fequel of this fiory. 

As my new patron or n1afl:er had taken me home 
to his houfe, fo I was in hopes that he would take 
n1e with h:n1 when he went to fea again, believing 
that it v~-ould fomc ti1ne or other be his fate to be 
taken by a SpanU7J or Portugal m2c.11 of ,var; and that 
then I ihould be fet at liber~y. But this hope of 
111ine ,vas foon taken a,.vay ; for when he went to fea, 
he left n1e on fhore to look after his iittle ftardcn., 

Ll 

and do the cor~1111011 drud0"erv of flaves about his 0 J 

houfe; and when he cu11e borne ag,-1.in frmn hi3 
cruife, he ordered n1e to lye in the cabbin to look 
after the {hip. 

I-Iere I meditated nothing but my efcape ; and 
what n1cthod I 1night tak(; to dfca it, but fouad no 
way that had the leafc probabi1it y in it : nothing pre
fented to make the 1.lppofitio:1 of it ru.tional; for I 
had no body to con1i.11unicate it to, that y,-ould en,, 
bark with rne, no fcl101\'-11ave, 1~0 Englijhillan, Ir~j7J
man, or S:u{/man thci"e but myfelf; fo that for two 
years, though I often pleafed rn.yfelf with the ima~i
nation, yet I never had the leaft e:1couragir1g prof
peft of putting it in pracrice. 

J'.i .. frer about ty1:o yc2.rs an odd circun1flanc~ prc
fented itfelf, ,,..hi~h put the old thought of r1aking 
fon1e ~tt~mpt fer n1y lib~rty agc:in ii1 n1y hc~d: n1y 
p~itron lying at home loagcr than ufual, ·without ut
ting out his f11ip, ·which, as I hearcl, was fot wa~1t 
of money, he ufed conilantly, once or twice a v:cck, 
fometi1nes oftc1ler, if the \\-cathcr was fair, to take 

the 
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die fbip's pin11:1ce, ~nd go out ~nto the road a fi{hing; 
1 , 71 /f o0 • 1 and as he ahv:i.~,Ts tooK 1ne ana. a young 1v1are_;co v;;r1tn 

hin1 to ro,v the bo,tt~ we n1adc him vcrv 1nerrv, and ✓ ✓ ✓ 

I pi-o•,rcd very dexterous in catching fi!h; infon1uch 
that fornetirnes he -.:,yould fend 1ne ,vith a lt1cor, one of 
his kinfmcn, and the youth the J..1arefco as they cailcd 
hir;.1, to catch c1. di!h of fifn for hirn. 

It hJ.pperred one ti1ne, that going a fi{hing in a 
ftark cctlm rn.o:;:ning, a fog rofc fo thick, that though 
·v;rc were not half a league from the {hore ,ve loft fight 
of it ; and rowing ,ve knew not whither or which 
'\1·ay, ,-:Te laboured all day, and all the next night, 
ai1d when the n10:-ning can;e \'i·e found we had pulled 
off tp fea infi:ead of pulling in for the fhore ; and 
that we "\7ere at leafr two leagues from the fhore : 
ho\",'eYer T;.·e got \Yell in again, 1hcugh with a great 
.deal of labour, and fon1e danger; for the ·wind began 
to blow pretty frefh in the 1norning ; but particularly 
·we v,cre all very hungry. 

But our patron, warn' d by this difaftcr, refolved to 
t2.l-c n:ore care of himfelf for the future ; and having 
lying by him the long-boal of our Englifh ihip he had 
taken, he rcfolved he ,r..1ould not go a fifhing any 
1nore without a c01npafs and fome provifion; io he 
ordered the carpenter of his {Lip, who alfo was an 
En:;;fifh fl.a,:c, to b .. ,ild a little f:ate-roora or cabbin in 
the rnidi..ae cf the lonp;-boat, like that of a barge, ,Yith 
a place to fiand bchiacl it to freer and hale h01nc the 

• n 1 br r 1 1 n1a:!n-wcct ; ana roon1 erorc ror a 1c1-11u or tY;o to 
fl;ind and \vork the fails ; ihe failed Y,ith that we call 
a Ihoulucr cf n1utton fail ; anJ the boom gibed over 
the top of the cabbin, which lay very fnug and low, 

C 4 and 
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LTP'E AND ADVENTURE~ 

and had in it roon1 for hin1 to lye, with a flan~ or 
t,s o, and a table to ear on, with fome fn1all lockers 
to put in fome bottles off uch liouor as he thourrht fit 

1 0 

to drink; particulady his breu..d, rice and coffee. 
"\i\T e ·went frequently out with this boat a fiihing, 

and as I was rnoft dextrous to catch fifh for him, he 
never ,vent without n1e: It ha1Jpened that he had 
appointed to go out in this boat, either for plcafure 
or for fi{h, ·with tYiO or three ]Vfuo:·s of fon1e difliac
tion in that place, and fur ,--vhom he had proYide<l 
extraordinarily; and had therefore fent on board the
boat over night a larger ftore of proyifions than 
ordinary ; and had ordered n1e to get ready three 
fuzees with powder and fhot, ,vhich \Yere OD board 
his fl1ip; for that they defignctl fon1e fport cf f~s . .vling 

as well as fi{hing. 
I got all things ready as he had direcre .. l, ~nd 

waited the next 1norn::1g "\"Vith the boat \Yailied d c::i.n, 
her antient and pendants out, and every thing to ac .. 

con11nodate his guefis ; when by anJ by my patron 
carne on board alone, and toid me his gneft s h ~. J put 
off going, upon fmne bufinefs that fell o-:-1t, '"u1.l 
ordered n1e \Yith the 1nan and boy·, as ufual, to go 
out ,·dth the boat and catch then1 f01nc fi{h, fur t11:'..t 

his friends V/ere to fup at his houfe; and cor:1n1~:.1ded 

that as foon as I got fome fi!h I .fhould briag it hc•me 
to his houfe ; all which I prepared to de. 

'This 111ornent 1ny former notions of dd iYer3.ncq 
darted iDto 1ny thoughLs, for new I found I w2.s lik~ 
to hz..ve :t little {hip at n:y comn1zmcl; and n1y 1n~~flc:r 

being gone, I prepared to furniili 111y:d f, n ot :for fifl1-
l.no- "b11-Gn ° 1" b' 1t Fo,· a. U () ) 7a!Yt· . ~1

1l(Yl'10"
1

Q I 1
i' llP \V not b "' ... J. _.J.. \,.,.l. ~, .... ..._ • "... C ' .. ""'"' 0 __ _ \.., . , _.... ' 

neiJ, 1;.,:•; 
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• h •• , I .r. , r , 1 • h T {l lJ ne1t. er <11a 10 111ucn z.s con!1u.er, wr11t1 ei· ..1.. 1 10L11 

freer; for any where to get out of that place was 
1ny Vi'ay. 

My firft co~1trivance ,·vas to n1akc a pretence to 
fpeak to this ]Vloor, to get fomcthing for our fubl:fl
ance on board ; for I told him Y✓c :nuft not prcfume 
to eat of our patron's bread; he fc:1.iJ, that was tr1..1c; 
fo he brought a brge b~1G-:ct of 1 uik or bifl-;:et of their 
kind, and three jarrs ·with frdh y;.'atcr into tl:c boz.t; 
I knew· -:,here my patron's cafc of bottles ftood, \Yhich 
it was evi..lcnt by the make ,vc~·e tal:.en out of forne 

Englijh prize; and I cm1Yeycd thcn.1 into the bo .. 1t 

while the i\[c,or -;_,v:::.s on {hore, 2s if they had been 
there before for our n1a:fter : I cmveyed al[o a Q.Tcz,t 

, LJ 

lun1p ofbees-wax in~o the bo~t, which weiihed ;ibo·\·e ..__, 

half a hundred \YLight, ,vith a p:\:-:::d of t\vi11e or 
_;!,••r,a..l a 1l"~chet- ') fn,,• aI"•i 'l h-in1n'e·· "q nr11'.r'·1 _lll\... L', < 1-C..LL L' ......, .&....:! .. , , •~'- (.~ ..._,._1,....., ... ~ ... .;...!. J., (,1,,.._..,,_ ,\ i. i'--,.L 

were of great ufo to us after-;,vards; ef:K:cidiy the w~:.x 
to 1nal;;.e canc!les. .Another tricl~ I trycd upon hiin, 
\ '

1n1· ·11 h,:, . ·1nccr71 ~ l T C . "'""' fC• 1° '11-0 ') l fn . 11 i ~ -r. "--~ C "'' n \.!.., • ...,111,~l.._.__.)' .dl,~ :. .. u--V, -•:::iJ.!.:.td1 \,u·, 

Tr / 1... • .. ~ ,.. / } - T r I '• • ,!.' nwc , w:10 ti1cy cal! .NJ. uiy, or 11 u.c:y j 10 caliCJ. to 

h ' 11 rl( I r .. 1· 1 T 0 .. 1"'" 't ..... ....,~ .... ... 1,., 11n0 ':1"''"P 0'' 1'""01" .. l . ii , 1L .. o.cy, le lu .1., LLL .:.JuuO.i ::, g ... .i ~ <-.~ ,;,.. u ,. . .1\,. 

t he ho'lt- c·1n 'TO'L1 n°kL o-e+-L a 11' 1·t; 1~ noHrr~r-'y .. ,1,1 n~o .. l 1·r .1- La' ~• L' '-• ,/ .,_ \. J O .... .._ .., -._; .t' \ \- "--1....., l-L -- L i .. .\. ' "' 

1nay be we rnay kill f, me Alcmnics (a fo\vl Eke our 
Cu!icus) for ourfel·.; es, for I know he keeps the g '"1n

ncr's H:ores in the D.ip? Y cs, L"l.ys he, l'il biiag fornc, 
cinrl "CCo,·clinr·l h-· 1---rr,uo-l,t. 'l 0·•·r·1t l 0·'tl r-> 1 ' 1;Q!1(il ., '- C.l .L \. j \.., L.) V C) ... t tJ l .._, L '· <.1.. .1.. - - a. j" ..... 

h. l , 1 , l . 1 • l ,· t.' • 
\' ' 1 cn p•,u 'l)"l1 t '.l T)O'l•"·i "'ill 'l 11 "· ... O· r ''•' rd 'n• or 'fJ.... --!. C V. l .. .J.. i. .a...L.L (t,_. .. .,_1.~-.1. ..._ !.l\.1 ,,'--1....,.-., 

rather n1orc; ~n-..d another Y1°iLh {110;., 1.hc1.t h,1d five or 
i:,.. " .. ,1P ..,.P:t~ r,", ""e i"'t~,11 ··t'-' "'Il'l "U(,. ._,11 l0•·,) t11e• llX pou,1~10, \, 1 .l H,:1., LJ, .• i.e u, Cl i\. 1' L ,l, u.1l~ -·" 

b • I' • ~ • 1 ,. l ,. ' r "Oat : a: t t1~ .1ar?.1 ~ t1111c 1 i1a:_ ro t.1Ill1 1c n 1c 1J0yvc_1er oi 

( 1. ' • • • , • • , , • , I .c: ,. l 
~11y r:i.1a~tcr s l'.:°'t t.1c 2;rcat cai.Jo~u, \v1t11 wrnc.n 11iH::t 

()lle 
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t:•, 1 •• , r -·· Ir. one 01 t11e 1arge cotttes ::..n t.ae ca1e, '\Yt11ci1 T,va.; a mort 
empty ; pouring what ,vas i:il it into auothcr : and 
thus fu:inifhed wi,.-h cYery thing necdfoJ, \\ e failed out 
of the port to fi{h: the cafile which is at the entrance 
of the po~.-t knC\v \-:'ho \'.'e ,vere, and took no notice 
o.f us ; and ,Ye ,verc not above a n1ilc out of the port 
hr::!fore \Ye haled in our fail, aacl fet us down to fi{h : 
the ,,.-ind blew from the N. r~E. which \"'.·as contrary 
to my defire; for haJ it blov,·n foutl1e~·Iy I had been 
11.ire to haYe n1a<le the coafr of Spain, and at leafl: 
re;-ichecl to the bay of Cadiz; but my rcfoiutions ,verc~ 
blow Y.1hich ,vay it wouIJ, I would be gone fro111 
that hon-id place ,vhere I ,;ras=- and lca'l·e the rdt 
to fote • 

. After,, e had fi{hed fame time and catched no~hin~-~ 
~ for , --hen I had fiil1 on my hook I would not pull 

thera up, that he might not fee them; 1 faid to the 
11/facr) this v:iU net c.lo, our maH:et \Yiil not be thu 
forved, y;ce n1ufr CT:2.nd farther off: he thinking no 
h~rm agreed, and bcinz in. the hcaJ o; the boat fet 

1 r. . 'f 1 ..... 'I l 1 I , I l • tn,~ 1.~t11s ; anc1 as l nau tnc 1e1rt1 run tne bozt out 
near a 1cag-uc fanhc:;-, anct then brought her too as if 
I ,.\ oul<l fifh, Y::hen giYii12," the boy the hchn, I frept 
£0···\,c1··c.·l •·o ,T 11°--,., t'i--.,.., 171,rr.r;·· ·,T,,.,s ai1cl 111-- 1-inrr "S 1't I 1 , (~l l ~\, 1 \,,..,J. '--' LL- rl..vr..JJ "(t. , c tlr-_._.1b ~t 

fioopt fer fomething b.;hii1d him, I took hirn by fur
p~·izc T,i it!"l ;T1.y arm m1Lier hi t\,·ift, and tofi: him clear 
O ,,,., •. _;._o,.,-- ,; :"llO t·1~P f.c,., . -h,.., .1·•of0 1· ·n11--erl·1"'"LC·1-~· £or he 'f ,.,.,1 a.J C~l. Li 1... -- .... , .. ' .,.._ ._ .1\,,.., ll .1. \.t., «..l .} ' ll 

fy·;:.~11 like a cm:k, and cc:IJcd to me, begged to be 
tc,kcn i;1, told 1ne he would go all over the wodd with 
111c ; he f,Y;:hu fo {hc11g ~ftcr the bo2t tl1at he ,, ould 
h~, e rc2.chcd rnc Ycry quick.I:·, thci:c being but little 
·wind ; upon which I Hcpt into th~ cabbin, an.d fctcha 
1·1-1--· o·'c of'tl-,rc. £O\"l~nri·_1 .. ; 0 ce" I p·•,-,f.c""ed 1't "t 111·11·1 C, J.. J. L•'-' J. I .... b ,._ . ' .l. l 1..• llL - u. , 

and 
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~nd told him, I had dcne him no hurt, and if he 
would be quiet I y;ould do hin1 none : but, faid I, you 
fwi1n well enough to reach to the fhore, and the fea is 
calrn, 1n~1ke the befl: of your ,-v-ay to {hare, and I ,-rill 
do you no harn1, but if you come 11car the boat I'll 
1boot you through the head ; for I an1 refoh·ed to 
have n1y liberty ; fo he turned hii11felf about and 
fwan1 for the fi10Te, and I n1dkc no doubt but he 
reached it wid1 eafe, for he was an cxcdlent 
fwi1n111er. 

I could ha~-e been content to have taken this ].,1oor 
,:i.·ith n1e, ar;.d hc1-vc dro\n1ed the boy, but there \i·as 
no venturing to trufr hi111: y,-:1cn he \VJ.S gone 
I turned to the boy, \d10 they called Xw~r, 
and faid to him, Xury, if you i;vill be faithful to 
Jne I'll n1ake you a great 1nan, but if you ,vill 
not frroke your face to be true to n1c, that is, 
f Kear by I\1Iahomct and his father's beard, I n1uit 
throw you into the fca too ; the boy fmiled in n1y 
face, and fpokc fo innocently th~t I could not rnif
truft hi 1n; and [-,-.;·ore to Le fai thf ui to n1e, and go all 
over the world\, ith rn.c. 

,Vhile I w2.s in vic,v of the 11/focr that \Vas fwi1n
ming, I .fl:ood nut direB:ly to foa \"\-ith the boat, rather 
flretching to ,vind \,-atcl, th2.t they n1ight think 111e 
gone to,vards the Straits n1outh ( as indeed any 011~ 

that had been in their wits 1nufl: h~n-e been fuppofcd 
to do) for who wou1cl have fuppo;ed ·we v,-crc failed 
on to tl1e fouth ''.'ard to the truiy Barbarian coaPc, 
·where ,vhole nations of ncp·ocs \i·cre fure to fur
round us vi·ith the canoe~, and ddhoy us; ,,·here 
:we could ne-ver on~e go on fi1ore but we iliould be 

devoured 
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devoured by fayage beafls, or n1ore rneicilcfs favage$ 

of human ki::icl. 
·n t- r "t c1 .(l • , • I ..o ~ L as 100n as 1 grev.r i u.~ 111 tn e cye::.11ng, 

ch:.1.i1gcJ 1ny courfe, aud fleercd directly focth and 
b 1 , pnn- T,o·H11Dfr I,,.,V cou~fe" i;rt-1e tr--••.-,..-d .t.'t..,:., enll. ) -c.t--, u"--' ............. _ ...... u .J...l 

1 
.1. ..i. ,t. .1..1..Li.!. LV \, Cl.1. L11~ u..J..t, 

tl1~1.t I rnight ke'.:::p in vvith the fhcrc ; and having a 
Ir,.:,. .r:.,. r"' r·a1p or: ,·,,-1 "'d f r,,_, .. l ,· i- r" I t.J.1. !• (.,.l_ 6 .l~ .l "\\ L.U:, all a il1vvl 1 qtdCL 1e~ .. , 

11:.:::.dc fuch fail th~tt I Gclieve by the next Lhy 2.t three 
., .... 1 1.,.. :"I .1.l ~ "'"9<·~,:... . ~ '"{ .. _, V"\ l C fl ..... -1 +1--. ]~- d c c:OCh .. 1.1.1 cne c.I L·~A 110011, ,\ r.eJ..l 1 11r 1 [ I11al!.e Luc ,.ul , 

I ,,,,,,11
1
,,..,t T~,, l,sr,., '[h~-- ~o n,·1,,,., r , ... , r r;:,,Tt~. c..., ..,._....._ • L L}..., ...,1..., ,,. ... 11 I) .. 11...,..., AO Lt Lil o.. u.t. ce, 

. b ., , ;· 71 r ' J • • qu::.tc eyonu tnc erarcror or JrAorao J" u01111n10ns, or 

b.de..:d of a:1; other king thereabouts, for Y?e fr .. w· no 
' r·CO~Jle. 

... J. 

l~·::t fr.ch ,:;~as the fright I h2.cl taken 2.t t1
·1e ]Vfcors, 

and the drcaJ.ful auprchcnfions I h:1d of fal1:~1:r int-.> 
• - 0 

their hands, tlE: t I would not ftop, or go 011 fl-:.orc, or 

corne to arr anchor; the wind continuing fai:·, 'till 1 
had fai.ed in th:1t rnanncr five c.bxs : and then the , 

· , '1 • ,. • h r 1 l I . 1 l . . } Wli1CT L11itE1g tot e 10utn,var(, concluL.e~ alio t 1at 
· f ,. 1 • ' • , f' l 11 
1 any or O'..lf vciiels \Vere ii-:. cnac~ o · 1nc, t 1ey a 10 

,,.Tould now give O\'Ci"; fo I ve;ntuTc<l to rn,1ke to the 
co:1.f'c, and coine to a:1 c.1:1ehor i11 the 1nouth of a little 

1·1~r 0 ~ l 11rnc-"1 ilQt \' ·1'."LL 0 r ..,..,,-1,e1··c>. ll";,L1 1 e1· ,,rh"t 1·1 '"1° y· vJ.., .... ..&._V ~ ...... ._ • .... u. , v \" .l , '-~.a. ... .1. \, ...... l c.....L -

tude, what country, v, hat natio~1, or what river : I ., 
T'P;._1-,e.,.. lr','V 01· c1erl,.."''1 to fee 'llTV nc0p1r-> th"' p1·1·1.., _...,_ ... ._.1..J, .._ l,,.\,, '- _... ..__..., c. -" l ... ) _\..,,, .,1,.\,.., .,,_~ 

C;,._,11 ,.1-i;11v I vr·1rte'1 w-;-.' s-·,·e~ \V~'tCi" vVe came in~ .i.!.Jc;#.._ l .......... .... 
0 

•" C .l 1-.-- 'I• -1.U ....... _ _.. ...,.. • 

to 1',;c r·••'<C>,.;- 1'11 ~L1"' 0 e"r•11·· '.'· 1·ero1,,1··11g to f\,.;n1 0 11 .... ~..:..1..-v ".l '-,,.....,.!...... --1. .l.1.v r- '--'- ...... 0 , ll \ ..., ... ..., 
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i I ' b · ' fi .,. , t 1en \Von t, ut 1t rnay oe v;re n-:ay ~ee n1en Dy c~y, 
,,·!lo will be as bad to us as thofe lion:"l ; then u·e give 
th:-'m the .fhoot gun, fays XwJ, laughing, make them 
,.,,,. "'"'ry'j • fucl1 V.;wl1f11

) ,-u,,.,, i~nolce D"'yT conve1·fin°· J .... ,,. \'....,.\.I ) .LJ ~,~- .I .. ll .. I) I"" -~ ... . b 

arn.ong us flaves. 1--!o,vcver I ·was ghcl to foe the boy 
fo chea:·ful, and I gave hin1 a ara1n ( out of our pa
tron's cafe of bottles) to che;ir hi1n up: after :::.11, Xury'; 
,. d ,I 1. , i ac1v1ce was goo , ann too<. 1t, ,vc nroppcc. oer 

little anchor and lay frill all night; I fay ftill, for we 
flcpt none; for in two or three hours \,'e fa ,.v yaft 
g;:eat creatures (\Ye knew not ·what to call them) 

of n~any forts, come do-v.-n to the fea-{hore and ru~1 
:,._to thr., -n,-.ter \vn 11 0,171·nrt a·1 1 ,r~n1•·.;, ... 0· ti.. 0 r•1re1 ,,e 0 
l.L1. .:,._\..., '\,', I.A J \ ~:...:..a. 0 - b C: i '-'- y"' t.'li .Li.l.ib ll.'- .... :.. l ..i.. ..> 

for the pleafure of cooling the111felves ; and they 
rnacle fuch hideous howlings and yellings, that I 

ne\'Cr indeed heard the like. 
Xury \"Vas dreadfully frighted, and indeed fo v,'as 

J ~oo; but we \.Vere both 1nore frighted v, hen we 
hc:ird one of thefe n1ighty creatures con1e f,\ imn1ing 

towards our boat; we could not foe him, but w.; 

:i:ni;:;ht he2.r hin1 by his Llov,ing to be a rnonitrous 
h'Jge and furious bcafl:; Xury faicl it ,A as a lion, and 

it 1night be fo for ought I know ; bnt poor Xury c:i:ied 

to n1e to weigh the anchor and row J.\i'ay; 110, fays I, 

X.ury') we can flip ouT cali~e wi~h the buoy to it a:t1<l 
g .. ) off to fea, they cannot follow us far ; I had no 

fooncr fai<l fo, but I perceived the creature ( v::hatever 
•. ) .,. 1 l ,. l,.. , . .r 1t v;,,·£ls \V1tnn1 t·A·o oars ,engt 1') ,vn1c 110mern~n6 1.ur~ 
prized n1e; ho-.vever I i1nn1~diately frept to the cao. 
r,in-door, and takir:.g np n1y gun fired at l1i.1~, upon 
vvhich he immediately turned aoout, and f.\arn 

t0w~rds the ihore again. 

But 
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B:..1t it is impoffible to defcribe the horrible noifes:; 
and hideous cries and howlings., that were raifed, 
as well upon the edge of the {here, as higher within 
the country, upon the noife or report of the gun, a 
thing I ha \·e f on1e reafon to belie~.1e thofe creatures 
had never hea1.·d before; this convinced me that 
there was no going on fuore for us in the night upon 
that co2,Ir, and how to venture on fhore in the day 
,vas another queI'cion too ; for to have fallen into the 
hands of any of the favages, had been as bad as to 
have fallen into the hands of lions and tygers ; at 
Ieaft we ·were equally apprehenfive of the danger of it. 

Be that as it would, we were obliged to go on 
fhore fon1ewhere or other for water, for ,ve had not 
a pint left in the boat; when or where to get to it 
,vas the point : Xury faid, if I would let hin1 go on 
fhore ,vith one of the jarrs, he ,vould find if there 
,vas any ,vat er and bring f ome to n1e. I afked him. 
why he would go? why I fl1ould not go and he :flay 
in the boat; the boy anfwered with fo n1uch affedion 
that made n1e love him ever after. Says he, ff ioi/d 
-mans come, they cat me, you go wey. ,v ell, Xury, 
faid I, we will both go, and if the wild n1ans come, 
Yi e will kill them, they £hall eat neither of us; fo I 
gave Xury a piece of ruik-bread to eat, and a dram 
out of our patron's cafe of bottles which I mentioned 
before; and we haled the boat in as near the ihorc 
~!s we thought w.as proper, and waded on ihore; car
rying nothing but our arms, and two jarrs for water. 

I did not care to go out of fight of the boat, fear
i:1g the coming of canoes with Savages do,vn the 
river: but the boy feeing a low place about a mile 
up the country, rambled to it; and by and by I faw 

hi1n 
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him c01ne running towards 1ne. I thought he ,vas 
pnrfued by fome favage, or frighted ·with fon1e ,vilcl 
bcaft, and I run forward towards hin1 to help him, 
but ,vhen I came nearer to hin1, I faw fon1etl-iing 
h<!:1~inrr over his :fhoulders, ·whir.h was a creature that u 0 

he hJd {hot, like a hare, but different in colour, and 
longer legs, ho,vever ,ve were very glad of it, and it 
,vas very good meat ; but the great jCJy that poor 
Xwy can1c with, was to tell 111e he had found good 
W<'.tcr, and f een no wild ra:ins. 

But we found afterwards that we need not take 
fuch pains for water, for a little higher up the creek 
·where we ,vere, we found the water frdh when the 
tide was out, Y.-hich flo-vvs but a little vr1y up; fo 
w1: filled our jarrs and feafted on the hare \Ye hc.~d 
ki!lcd, and prepared to go on our way, h8.ving feen 
120 foot-Heps of any human creature in that part of 
~be country. 

As I had been one voyage to this coafl before, I 
kne-.. v very well that the iilands of the Ccnaries, and 
the Cape de Verd iilands alfo, lay not far off frorn the 
c(\afl. But 2s I had no infl:ruments to take an ob
fr1 ration to know what latitude ,ve \Vere in, and not 
(.~xaclly know, or at leaft to ren1errrber ,vhat btitudc 
hey were in, I knew not ,vhere to look for thern, or 

when to fiand off to fea tO\'/ards them ; othenv1fe I 
mi{::-11t now eafily have found fon1e of thefe i.flands. ,.., 
But rny hope ,:vas, that if I flood along this e:oafi: till 
I cune to that part where the Englijh traced, I {houlJ 
f:n l fome of their Yeilels upon their ufual defign of 
t.:£1de, that would relieYe and take ns in. 

By the beft of n1y calculation, that place \vhere 
I now was, xnuft_ be th:i.t country, which lying be-
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t\1.recn the crnpcrcr of ]Vlorocco's dorn.inioris and t ht 
-~ 1· n.. i • 1 , • --l b "..l .Ntlrcis, res Y,'ai .. e, anc. un1n.1a01teu, except y v;1 !,1 

b~?its ,· tl--:.e ;_\•:~0rc:s havinr.: abandoned it, and f'Olh! 
<.> <., d 

,. 1---. .r h r ,. f 1 .,, r h . 
IartLer ~01.~t1 1cr rear o tne h1 r;ors j and t e .lVIocrs 
11 ,. ··n· :Y11 , 1·-('\n• "it ,··0 1•t11 ;.,.....J .• ., 101·..L-;11 g b -,:;l r: L ·t 
_ OL L ;1,.·,._ L:.b • •· ;. L. .1.auc. LJ. ., , y 1---a.on 01 1~s 

b~i:-rcnnefs ; and in.deed both forfaking it becaufe of 

;he prodigious m.1n1bers of tygers, lions, leopards, 

and othci· furious creatures which harbour there. 
' fo t~1at the 1\foors ufo it for their hunting only, wher-=! 

they go like an arn1y, two or three thoufanJ. 1nen at 

a !1;.1~~ ; ~n1d indeed for near an hundred n1iles to_ 

ge~hei- upon this coafl:, ,,.,e faw nothing but a v;rafie 

1:r1inhabiteJ country by day; and heard nothing but 

howling~, ;ind roaring of wild beafl by night. 

Once or t\,.;icc in the d2y ti111e I thought I faw 

the Piro of Tcnc,·ffe, being the high top of the 

1nouEtaii1 ':Fcncrijfe in the Canariesj and had a g~eat 

r,.1~nd to v~l;.ture out in hcpes of reaching thither ; 

but ha ,,·i:16 tr!ecl t1.'vice, I \\?.s forced in again by con

tr~1.ry wir:.ds, the fea alfo going too high for my little 

,·efid, fo I refch,ed to purfue n1y firfi: defign and keep 
,, 1,-,.n a- i 11e fho··e '"',._v_J.b L- 11 ... l • 

uCY-.?ral times I \V8S obliged to land for frefh ·water, 

cifter \re h2.d left this place ; and once in particular, 

bciag c,.rly in the n1orning, y;e came to an anchor 

und(:r a lit~le ccint of lar.cl -i.vhich ·was prett)' hicrh, 
.I. • 0 

and the tide beginning to flow·, \'i'e lay ftill to go 

f:::1:·ther in ; Xury, ,vhofe eyes were 1no1·c about hin1 

thc1n it fc~ms n1ine ,Ycre, calb fo[tly to me, aad tells 

n1e that ,,.-e had bcfr r;o farther off the I'D.ore; for, 

fay3 he, look yonder lies a dre;idful 1non£ter on the 

iiJc of th:1.t hiilock fafl aflccp: I lookec.l \vhere he 

pcir1tcd, z.1.d faw a dreadful 1nonfrcr indeed, for it 
W:\S 

' ,,. 
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\va ~ a terrible great lion that lay on the fide of the 
!horc, under the fhade of a piece of the hill that hung 
as it were a little over hi111. Xury, fays I, you fhall 
go on fhore and kill him; Xury looked frighted, and 
fa.id, Mc kill! he eat me at one mouth ,· one mouthful 
he meant; however, I faid no 1nore to the boy, but 
bad hin1 lie frill, and I took our biggefl: gun, ,vhich 
,vas almofl: 1nufket-borc, and loaded it with a good 
charge of powder, and with two flugs, and 12-id it 
do,vn ; then I loaded another gun with two bullets, 
and the third, for we had three pieces, I loaded with 
five finaller bullets. I took the befl aim I could 
with the firi1 piece to have fhot hi1n into the head, 
but he lay fo with his leg raifed a little above h~.) 
nofe, that the £lugs hit his leg about the knee, and 
broke the bone. I-Ie fiarted up growling at firfi, but 
finding his leg broke fell do\\'11 again, and then got 
up upon three legs, and gave the 1noil: hideous roar 
that ever I heard ; I was a little furprifed that I had 
not hit hi111 on the head ; however, I took up the fe
cond piece in1mediately, and, though he began to 
mo\·e off, fired again, and {hot hi111 into the head, 
and had the pleafure to fee hin1 drop, and n1ake but 
little noife, but lav frrur:cbo-liEfr for lifr. Then Xur11 

J O O ./ 

took heart, and would have n1e let hin1 go on {horc : 
\Vell, go, faid I; fo the boy ju1nped into the ·water, 
and taking a little gun in one hand, f wan1 to ihore 
with the other hand, and coming clofe to the 
creature, put the n1uzzel of the piece to his ear, 
and ihot hi1n into the head again, which difpatched 
him quite. 

This ,vas game indeed to us, but this was no food; 
~nd I wa.:; very forry to loofe three charges of powder 

VoL. I. D and. 
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and fl1ot upo!1 a creature that ,vas good for noth~ng to 
ns. I-Io,.vcver, Xury faid he ,voulcl have fon1e of him; 

fc, he con1es on board, and afk.ed me to gi·:e hin1 the 
hatchet. Frir c:,chdt, Xury? faid I. }.1e cut off his head~ 

faid he. llo,-rever, Xury could not cut off his head,. 

but he cut off a foot, and brought it with him, and 

it \':'2.S a mor!:fl:rous gTeat one . 

I bdhought myfelf ho,,;·e-:er, that perhaps the 
11· r1· . . , b c.r l 1i-.1e. or 1~G1 1111gnt one way oI oti1er ~-e 01 101ne va_uc 

to us ; and I refolved to t<1l~e off his :fkin if I could .. 

So Xury and I went to ,vork with hin1 ; but Xury 
was 1nuch the better workn1an ?.t it, for I knew -very 
ill how to do i~. Indeed it too!<. us~}' both the whole 

day, but at lafl we got off the hide of him, an.d fpread .. 

ing it on the top of our ca'uin, the ftn effcEcually 

dried it in two days tim•~, and it aftei-v:ards ferveJ n1e 

to lie upon. 

l"iftc:r this fl:op, we 1nade on to the ft,uthwJ.rd con .. 

tinually for ten or twelve days, living ve~:y fpz:.ring 

on our provifions, vvhich began to aLate very rnuch., 

and going no oftner into the ihore than ·yre y;c-·c 

oblige.J to for frefh ,vatcr; 1ny defign in this ,v,,s, to 

n1ake the riv1::;r Gmnbia or Senegal, th2.t is to fay, 
any y,·hcre about the Cape de rcrd, where I was in 

hopes to med \Vith .fo:me Ezrrr)t::an ihip ; and if I did 

not, I }rne,v not \Yhat courfe I had to tc::.kc, but to 

feck for the !)lands, or periJ.11 there among the }lefl 

groes. l kw:w that all the !hips frorn Europe, ,.., hich 

failed either to the coa:!t of Guinea or to Bra/ii, or to 

the Er,jl Indies, made th!s Cape, or thofe [//ands; and; 

in a word, I put the ,vhole of my fortune upon thi$ 

fingle point, either that I E1 uft n1-et \'v ith fo1nc lhi p, 
or n1uft perifh. 
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'\Vhen I had purf ued this refolution about ten days 
t)Ilget, 2.: I lnn~ faid, I b0 gan to fee that the land 
v,:: s inh,ihikd ; and in tv10 or three places, as \\ c 
1.:~~ici_l by, n,e faw people ftand upon the i11ore to look 
;:1 t u;; ; we could alfo perceive they were quite black, 
, nc.~ iLu-k naked. I was once inclined to ha-ve gone 
on !1101:c to the111; but Xury was n1y better counfol-
10:-, ~nd faid to n1e, No go, no go; however, I hauled 
in ncarLT the ihore that I rr1ight talk to thmn .. and I 
found th-.:y run along the fnore by 1ne a good \\ ay; 
1 obL!l \'Cd they had no weapons in their h2,,nds, ex
cept one, v, ho had a long flender fl:ick, \\ hich )Cui} 
faid was J. Ia:.1cc, and th2.t they wou!d throw thcn1 a 
r,·1·e"t '"a•r " 1;tJ1 (l•f'l{"\d .,;.n . .ro T l~ppt ~t a (111· (lnpr,o b ~ '"'-) l'V.L ... o\.j'-' <.c..1..1_ ' 1~ .L .:..'\.._ (..., il<-.... .1, __ '-·, 

but talked. \\ ith thcrn by figi1s ;is well as I could ; ;1~id 
particdarly made figns for fon1ething to eat ; they 
l)eckoneJ. to 1ne to ftop n1y boat, and they \VoulJ 
f '"ch me fi.)rne meat ; upon. ~his I lowered the top of 
111 y fail, a!.1cl b> by, aEd t\·:o of then1 ran up into the 
t ountry, ,::.ntl i11 lcfa thaTl half ;!.n hour can1e hack, 
:_mJ br()U~ht 1.~,ith the1n two pie(:eS of dry flefh ~mJ 
j. r. , • 1 1 r l · omc corn, 1ucn as 1s t11c 1)rouuce or Lien- country ; 
but we neithc;_- knew what the one nor the other v. as; 
however, we were ,,villing to accept it, but how tn 
,~omc at it was our next dif pute, for I was :not for 
YL-Jltnring on :fhore to them, tind they were as much 
·•1'-'. •• 11·,1 of tis'· r-"1t tl1Py' ~·ool~ " i:,r,·e \".,~"'" £01• u" "! 1 r:01· u ,., . .,, U\. -Y '- .... u ~. •C~J 11. 0 <t_1, 11 -

• T 1 • 1 fl ' . • l • ' d ti1cy oro1.1gnt It to tnc note an~i !aw. rt cow 11, an, 
went and ftooJ a great ~.,·ay cff till we fetchtd it on 
board, an<l th~ri can1c c!ofe to us a;~:frn. 

vVe 1nade figns of th~~.111~s to them, for \';"e had 
:1othing to n1ake the1n u.n1ends; bui: an opporta::iity 
o±Tered that vcr1T infl:ant to obfr·,-c. thc.r..1. wo:adcrf uJ1 , : 

0 , ' 
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LIFE AND A.bVEN'fUitES-

for ~vhile we were lying by the iliore, came two 
n1ighty creatures; one purfuing the other (as we 
took it) ·with great fury, from the n1ountains tovvards 
the fea; whether it was the n1ale purf uing the fe .. 
1nale, or whether they were in fport or in rage, we 
could not tell, any more than we could tell \vhether 
it was ufual or ftrange, but I believe it v-ras the latter; 
becaufe, in the firft plac~, thofe ravisnous creat1E·cs 
feldon1 appear but in th~ night ; and in the fecond 
place, we found the people terribly frighted, efpe-
cially the won1en. The n1an that had the lance or 
dart did not fly fron1 them, but the refr did; hov1-
ever, as the t,vo creatures ran directly into the water~ 
they did not feen1 to offer to fall upon any of the 
Negroes, but plunged themfelves into the fea and 
fwan1 about as if they had come for their di ~,7erfion. 
At laft one of then1 began to come nearer our boat 
than at firfr I expected, but I lay ready for hin1, for 
I had loaded n1y gun with all pofiible expedition, 
and bad Xury load both the others ; as foon as he 
ca1ne fairly within my reach, I fired, and {hot hin1 
directly into the head; in11nedi:1tely he funk do,vn 

into the water, but rofe inflantly and plunged up and 
down as if he \vas flruggling for life ; and fo indeed 
he was ; he imrnediately 1nade to the {hore, but 
bct\--veen the wound, which was his n1ortal hurt, and 
the .fhangling of the water, he died jufr before he 
reached the fhore. 

It is impoilible to exprefs the aflonifhment of 
thefe poor creatures at the noife and the fire of my 
gun ; forne of them were eve!1 rez.dy to die for fear:> 
and fell Jown as dead with the very terror. But 
\Yhcn they faw the creature dead, and funk in the 

,Yater, 
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,Yater, and that I made figns to thern to con1e to the 
{hor~~, they took heart and came to the fhore, and 

began to fearch for the creature. I found hi111 by 
his blood fiaining the water, anJ. by the help of a 

rope, which I Hung round him, and gave the l•lcgroes 
to haul, they dragged hin1 on ihore, and found that 

it "\vas a 1noft curious leopard> fpotted and fine to an 
adn1irable degree, and the }Tcgroes held up their 
han<ls ,Yith ad111iration to think what it was I had 

kiL::d hin1 with.. 
The other creature, frighted \vith the fla{h of fire 

:1nd the noife of the g~n, f-\Yan1 on fhore, and ran up 
direclly to the n1ountains fron1 v.rhence they ca1ne, 

nor could I at that diil:ance know what it was. I 

found quickly the ]\Tegroes ,vere for eating the flefn 
uf this creature, io I wa.; · ·iliing to have them take 

it as 2. fasour from inc, v1hid1 when I made figns to 

them that they 1night Lke him, they were very 

1h~nk:i.ul for ; irn1.1eciately they fell to work with 
hi:n, and though they had no knife, yet with a 

fharpene'-1 piece of \Vood they took off his ikin as 

re2.dily, and n1u~h 1nore readily, thap. we co1,.1ld h~'tYe 
done with a knife; they offered 111e fon1e of the flefh, 

which I declineJ, 1nctking as if I would give it them, 

but made figns for the ikin, ,·~,rhich they gave me 

very freely, and orought me a great cle2.l rnorc of 
their prodfion, which though I did not underfland, 

yet I accepted ; th~n I rn~~Je figns to them fo:t fomc 

water, 2.nd held out one of r,,y jars to them, 

turning it botton1 upward, to £hew that it was err1pty, 
and thclt I ,vanted to have it filled. They called 
imrnediately to fon1e of their friends, and there c2.me 

t}YO women and ·brought a great ve:ffel 1nade of 

D 3 earth, 
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LIFE AKD .ADVEN fURES 

earth, and burnt, as I f uppofe, in the fun ; thi~ 
they fet doy;;n for n1e, as before, and I fe:at .Xur-.; 
'On fhore ,vith my jars, and filled them all three. 
The ,v·m11en ,,0 ere as :fl:ark naked as the n1en. 

I v;2.s now furniilied with roots and corn, fuch as 
. ' d 1 . ,.. . .:)' 71.T 1t \\;as, an.ct water; an , eanng ~ny rnenuiy .1. vegraes, 
I n12tde for,vai-d for about eleven days more, y:ithout 

offering to go 11(;2.l" the fuore, till I faw the land run 
out a great length into the fea, at about the difl:ance 
of four or Eve leagu~s before 1ne ; and, the fea being 
ve:7 calm, I kept a h:rgc offirg to n1ake this point; 
at le:-1gth, doubling the point at about two leagues 
f ' l d I,.. 1 •' · 1 1 1 r1 roi11 t11e ... an 1, 1,--:.w p a1n1y lana on tnc otner 11ue 

to ,,--,,..'1"'1 ·<>--ri • the11 I conclu,,le~J ~s 1·t- "'.-:::ic ·1110 11L- c/"1·,_,,;n J.-c.., ,, U . .i. U' 1- J... U ' U t.. \y C:. .. d 1 \., LGI,,._..,_ 

• d d h 1-- • 1 r, · -r d l · · 1n Ce ·, t 12..t tu1s uas tnc ull}e dcJ l er., anc t!1of ~ 

the i 'lailds, calle<l frorn thence Ca/Je de rcrd Ti/ands. v:, - J 

Ho--·p ,c,.,: thc,v - ,.,,,. ~,._ ... . .,.,,.,t r{: 'l·a·1 p ,., rl i ( I] .... .!. \·1..:.,'\,_,1, ll...,/ ,-.e ... ..., <,L ,:~ g1\.,,~ ~l !_ l c._, ull .. ,. CO~l ll. 

not well tell ·,._v~~t I h2.d bc;i: to do, for if I f!:im1ld 
be taken ....-..,-ith a fre{h of wind I rn.ight i1cid1cr reach 
c~e nor the o~her. 

I 1,• 1•1 v i, T (1 • n L ... is u1..cn1ma, 2.s .L v.-as very pc11-1vc, 1 it:cpt 1:nto 
h b. l 1". 1 -- h . 1 , 1 t e ca 1n 2.ncl 12.t n1e GO\Vll'.) ....\.ury _z:v1.::1:; tnc 11e1.::1, 

\Yhe::.1 on a fudden the boy G·icd out, ]Viqj:er, mqjle. 
a /hip wi:b a 1

1ail / and the foolifh Loy ·was frighted . '-

f • · • h• 1 • • {) l , r r 1 • out o 11m ·wits, t !ll1h1ng it rn.ult ncec.s oe 1on1e or 1l8 
n1a:flcr's foips fent to purf ue us, y,:!h.n I 1~n>;;\ r we 
,,,-ere gotten far enough out o.F thei~- 1·c2,ch. I j:.111 1----d 

r 1 l · , · cl' 1 r: ' I Cut Or t11e C.,"1·') ~,~ri lp~--~,r l~tte•·' ~,xr ·10:- 0·1 1~, t1P - c.J,.:.J Li., c.l.i..i~6- ... 1.1.111.,.. ( 4) .!.C:l H 1 '- 1 J ...., 

f1ip, but \Yhat 1~1e w? :>, (-..:iz.) that it w«s a 
Portuguife ii11p, and, as I tl:ou.:~ht, was bound to the 
coaft of Guinea for Nxnes. But ,,·hen I obfe~·ved 
the courfe foe freered, I w~ls foon convincLd th~y 
w.::re bot1nd fo:ne oth~r ,. av, a~J did net dtfi,,n ~o 

J ~ 

con1~ 
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con1e anv nearer to the fhore ; upon ,·rhich I ftretched 
J 

out to fea as n1uch as l could, re;olvi11g to fpeak with 

thein if poilible. 
Vlith c.1.ll the fail I could make, I found I {hould 

not be able to con1e in theh· ·way~ but that they would 

be gone by before I could r1ake any :fignal to them ; 

b11L afrer I h2.d crowded to the utmoCt, and began to 

de[pair, they, it feerns, fa-v1 rne by the hdp of their 
p!;;r[peftive-glaifes, and that it v.ras fome European 
boat, , 1thicli, as they f uppofe<l, n1uft belong to fo1nc 
{hip that ,vas loft, fo they ihortened fail to let n1e 

cor1e up. I was encouraged with this, and as I had 
1ny patron's ancient en bc-ud, I n1ade a waft of it to 
then1 for a fignal of di:tn::fs, and fired a gun, both 
whi,.11 th ,.,. -r f~v, 1co1• the)r told n1e thc"'y faw the \_.L.. "--1. .... v) c:l \ ' .1. 

f1noke 1 though they did not hear the gun; upon 

thefc ~g1~a:s they very kinJly brought-to, and 

bv-bv :for 111e, and in abou~ three hours ti1nc I caine 
.I .I 

. 1 ' up ,vit_1 tne1n. 
They a{ku.l rn.e V.7hat I was, in Portuguefe, and in 

Sp~mijh, and ia I0-ench; but I undcdlood none of 
thern; bt1t a~ bft a Scots failor, ,vho \Vas on board, 

caEed to me, 2.ad I anf\vei-ed hin1, and told him I 

was an Engljhman, that I had made my efcape out 
of fla·,·ery ±rom the 11Ioors at Sallee. Then they bad 
111e conic on boai·d, and very kin~ly took 1ne in, 
and all n,y goods. 

It was an inexpreffiblc jcyto me:, th~t anyone wculd 

believe tha.t I \;-as thus delivered, as I ef1:e~rned it, 
frmn fuch a miferable and aln1o{L hoDc~cfs condition 

; 

As I was in, 2..nd in1mediately ofrerec .11 I had to the 
. fl {l' ,.. d'" captain o ti1e np, as a return :wr rny c11verance; 

put he generouily tol<l n1c, he ,vould t:.ke nothing 
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LIFE AND ADVENTURES 

from me, but that all I had {hould be deliYcred fafo 
to me when I ca111e to the Brafils; for, fays he, I 
have Javed your life on no other term:: than I would be 
glad to be Javed my/elf; and it may one time or other be 
my lot to be taken up in the Jame condition/ befidcs, faid 
he, when I can y you to the Brafils, Jo great a r-,,oay 

from your own country, if I jhould take from you what 
you har-ve, you will be flarved there, and then I only 
take away that life I have given. No, no, Seignor 
Inglefe, fays he, ]Ylr. Engliihn1an, I will carry you 
thither in charity, and thofe things 'luill help you to buy 
your Julfzjlence there, and your pq_ffezge home again. 

A.s he was charitable in his propofal, fo he ,vas 
jufl: in the performance to a tittle, for he ordered the 
fea1n en, that none fhould offer to touch any thing I 
had ; th~n he took every thing into his ovYn poffef
fi.on, and gave 111e back an exaa inventory of them, 
that I might have then1 ; eYen fo 1nuch as my three 
earthen jars . 

. As to n1y boat, it was a very good one, and that he 
faw, and told n1e he \vould buy it of me for the fhip's 
ufe, and afkecl me what I would have for it ? I told 
him, he had been fo generous to n1e in every thing, 
that I could not offer to make any price of the boat, 
but left it entirely to him ; upon which he told 111e he 
would give 111e a note of his hand to pay n1e So pieces 
of eight for it at Brafil; and when it came there, if 
a '.1Y one offered to give n1ore, he would n1ake it up ; 
he offered n1e alfo Go pieces of eight n1orc for n1y 
boy Xury, \Yhich I was loath to take, not that I ·w~J 

not willing to let the captain have him, but I , .. ,as 
very loath to fell the poor boy's liberty, who had 
affifled 1ne fo faithfully in procuring my own. l-Iov,--

ever, 
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Yer, ,vhen I let him know 1ny reafon, he owned it to 
be jufl:, and offered 1ne this 1nedium, that he would 
give the boy an obligation to fet him free in ten years, 
if he turned Chrifl:ian ; upon this, and Xury faying he 
was willing to go to him, I let the captai~1 have him·. 

\Ve had a very good voyage to the Ilr.!fi!s, and 
arrived in the Bay de Todos los Smnos, or ./11/-S;-1.ints
Bay, in about twenty-t,vo da7s after. .f ... nd now I 
was once n1ore delivered fron1 the n1oft 1niferable of 
all conditions of life, and ,vhat to do next with myfelf 
I was ncff1 to confider. 

The generous treat1nent the captain gave n1e, I can 
ncveT enough rcn1ember; he would take nothing of 
1ne for n1y pdfagc, gave me twenty ducats for the 
leopard's {kin, and forty for the lion's itin which I 
had in my boat, and c1ufed every thing I had in the 
:fhip to be punctu2.lly delivered me; and v. hat I \Vas 
willing to fell he bought, f uch as the cafc of bottles, 
two of my guns, a:ad a piece of the lu1np of bees-v;rax, 
for I had rnade can dlcs of the refl ; in a word, I 
1nacle about '.22o pieces of eir·ht of :11l n1v c2.rvo, a1~d 

.l O ., 0 

with this flock I ·went on fuore in the Bra/ifs. 
I h:i.d not beeil long here, but bci~1g r~con1n1endecl 

to the houfe of a good honeft n.11n like himfolF, v:ho 
hc:.d an Ingcino as they call it; th:>..t i~, a pla!1tation 
and a fugar-houfo, I lived with him for:.1e tir11c, aad 
acquainttcl m vfclf bv that means Yvith the 111:i..nner of j j 

their F lanti!1g an<l 1112king of il1ga:-; ;1nd feeing how 
"V·r.,11 thp pl·t"·tc'-•' 1~"'''1

t "nrl l1r)UT t 1
F ' \, "TC\\' r;,,h \ ....,t 1.1...., (.1.i .l0 ... .,,_,'- .... ,a'- ""v 1 ... .....,

1 ()- _.._.,. 

f 1 , , I r l , • ,. I , • 1 · r ... uuut.a1v, re.1.0 veu ., u <.Ollld rrct 1co11e tn , 1) 

j·e1·tl 0 t1-.e,· •:> I ·u ro 11H t 11 1·11 '1)l·11..., 1 r 1· a111O1-- 0· tl' 1 1•--, L ~ \.., ~ 1 ,1... '-', \ V L ... '--., \..._ C. ,.. l l _ ( .._ ,,._ ... .'. •.:J ,l ._,, 1., 

,.. , . . l . f' l r relOl\'!llf; 111 t 1e 1nc2.n tune to me out w1Ee \\·ay 
to get my money, which I had left in l.,ond?l7, 

re1nittcd 
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re1.11itted to rne. 

1-,~~c1· o·'-' ·1~t,·""·1·: 7 ~t;n~" T p,-~·c'1~·~,c1 a•' ·11l'' 111 l.,n,1 ._,LL . l .1..c. ,l.!. cc -<~a. J.v~ .. , .... y L<. l al~ l 0 .,_ H .• i cc i\..i. 

thc1.t \,.·c1.s uncEn::d as n1y :::no:r~ey ",\ ould re~°1.ch, and 
forn.1ed a pl2.n for n1y plan.ta ti on and fettlemt.nt, and 
.r r•, ,--.a~" ..• :,_, f- bp r =<· i-1, t - t1·,, f}, :r _, • "h I 1Ll. .... i1 2. Ua•~ ct.) iU.,bi1'- ~ ~LllL.lu,.•~ .0 1h., a.O(,.,._ Vi 111.. .. 

r 1 ,. • (• • ,- r;' 1 T 

pi·opo1-:::·J to rny1el.::: to recerve rrorn . .J.!,ng,atZd. 

: had 2.. neighbour, a Portuguexe of Lijbon, but 
born of Et,gli./h parents, whole n::..me was g~c!ls, 
• , f' , • fl T I ·1 111 n1ucn iucn en curn.nances as 1 ·was. caL 

2.Illl 

hi1n 
n--....ilhbour? becaufe his pb1~tation by next to n~ine) 

and \'/e ,,-;0 ent on very fociabie together. l\'Iy frock. 

was but :o':F, as v.7dl as his : aDd we rather, planted 
-fo,· .c°"OC1 t 1~1.·1 ", .. i, ,._l,!,,n- e1 re ror abo 1 "

0 t\~·o )'--al., .l t1. J.U t, .... i.L: ! .:t.ll 1 ltll.i.16 L-. - , 1 1 c · UL . · Cc i)i;. 

1 I'-J '>•.'e\'cr, ,vc bc~an to increafo, and our h.i1d began. 
to cmnc into order; fo that the tLird yea:.· we rlantcd 
.rl.,;~•p ... l,..,,1,-.t~Co ~nri r:,"li-e> e''C1

1,l of'llS '.l 1->r,,·c n; r- ,c1-, oF 1J .... 1L\.., \,jJ....l(t. .J ' ~ .... 'L... .a..1-l. !,It..., u. u .... ~ ... b l' ....... - .L 

Bnt alas ! for 111e to do '\\TOil~, thz~t never did 
. , , -1 ] d riri·ni- -\r ' lC' '10 rr1·e-it ·\--C'l I ,.. • I ,,.,l, 1,0 ••.,·.1, C>/ H 1,,,t- ... G .J.6 ......... , t.:. d ..i. b c... V 1 \ .. LC.Jo. • -- J..l.U. - ..... l L.1 .!.C ) ..,._, ..... L 

go on; I ,,'JS r)·otte11 i!1to an ern.n.loy:mcnt quite 
..., L ✓ ~ 

remote to m:,r ge:1ius, 2nd clireccly contr~iry to the life 
I 1 • • 1 

' • 1 •• 1 • h I ,. r l f. 1 c,e11~ntc.._1 111, 2.nct 1or \Vi11c. 1or1co ( m)r ·at 1er'~ . ,.., 

1-=1 ('t 11 f::--- ;-1 ! ! !' l. 
... v ... _.l..,__.? ---- brol.:e through all his good 2.d vice ; na )', 

I was ce:e;.inci- into t1:e YC.:tY n1iddk fl:atio11, or u1)D';.!r 
,:..> -' 1 .1. 

, r · ··f· 1 • l f; 1 1 -~ ( 1C'TJ.'·"'~ 0 1· 1":\F I, ,_, ,,•11 1c ... J17 V ·, 1· 1~1· ~nv, ed 1ne ··o 
L O '--'-- . '-' ., l< ..... , ' ·-" ~ '') , __ -'- c.L ...... ' J. - . l 

if I refolYc<l to go on ,vith, I 
11,: r, i, ' ,. (' 1T· , . 11 11-:, •. ~ n. C • 1 • t 1, 0 - 1 ~ • I llbi~L c..tu ,1 ........ _,.,.IC llt.llt tl 1 ... ,1r..e, a11u. J.lCVel 1ave 

fatigued myfdf in the y;orld 3.S I hacl dun,::: ; z,r:d I 
u:..:J o.:-'kn to fr.y to 1nvfclf, I could have done ~hi~ as 

; ✓ 

w ·11 in En ... J.!:,~! a!11011z my frie~l:s, as h,.rc gone 
S'Y)Q 
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5000 1niks off to do it, an1ong {hange1·s ;}nd fa7agc~ 
in a 1.viklcr11c[s, 2-nd at fuch difrar1ce, as He\ er to hc:ar 
fron1 any :1art of the \Yorld th:it h:i:J ihc lca!t kno·.~·
lP,ln-e o·c rrr> -ll◊ 1 -~-• 

l;1 this 111anner I ufecl to look upon !ny condition 
\Yith the utn1ofr Tcgret. I had nobody to converfo 

•. 1 l i , •• ,. • 
\ '1Lll1l, D'lt 110~" ""'1r .,_L ' '1C'.l t-,,,s 1~e•,-nl~n· 11·. 1--io ~-·or;,.. ,\ L ._ '" 0 . ..1. - 1 ... L.1.!..&. ......... J..bLJ.U ... .>ll ' ..L, ,. -.!.~ 

to 1u .... f' ' 1
lQ'1P bn'· ~-.Tr '.· 11P 11'1 b•o"r of ,.. .... ). 11--·1,.1 ,., • .,,,cl Tl ._ L --'-'-) .__.L .....,;) ~.l . ..,, \..l. U. J.1!.. J.. Gll. Uu' <-!, .... 1. 

,. 1 .r. I 1· J • " 1·· rt Ul~U to 1cl)', .. l\'C(l. jll1I 1l~e ~ E1~U1 Gll( a \"{ay upon 
fmnc dt.fol:.te i11,tnd, th;:\t h2.d nobody there 1~ut 
hi~11felf. But ho-w juH. h,'<S it been, 2.nJ. how fhoulJ 
~l

11l ,1 .... e·1 •1· 0 1,,1,"10( tl--i·1 t -.u11c1, '·1-e" Cr, 1•1.--.·1··) '- 11c~r 1~1·e <- i.L l • ...... '--'~, L~•, "··•-'-LL J u.llJc,lC L1.·1 __. -

·1"·•·11""e(1 I 1,~d 1·11 ~r1' .,-., ... 1,1-rif-:~;+-,- 1,pn~1 n....,rr,::-.p··li·nr; .C01 LL L.t ., !H Cu 1>.,, ..... ·c1~ll.!.~j 0.:.. .... 1 .... ~\..,\...~UL.Lo 

prof1Jcro1_s and i·ich. 

I • F '' s -in ·:: ,, .. :-, 0 <.~ r'"l .. t·e,., .r"+ '.-- 1 "lJ : ·1 ,-., • 7 ·,r f>'l ft1 •• 0 " fie-·· "~ 1· .. "" c ...... .:.. ..... .. v.1. ... J.\,.., ,.__(J- '-' 1.......,L ... lC ·'- .... .1 .... .. .,· ... - .... --~'-u .... 1 \ .. c.l 

1·- r1' 1,o- 0~1 t1y, ul .. ·1'·at:011 1,, .:.c"'-·" 11,: l•:n,:l f1·1·p• 1 .1 tl,,.. ~ .1.LL., .J. .l v J. ., 1..1 LC J. ' ''-- .... Jl \... 1 J ~l • .l\... ..... _1 ... ,_1 L ... - ...... 

<:aI1tain of the foip, that tock rne up ~t fc2.) ,venL 
• 1 f 1 fl. • ' 1 • • ,. • • 
IJ 'lC r • ·o-· ·L·'e il''" ·1•,-,r-1·1~till ,. L t•'f''f' 111 r1·0"'(-'.--,(T his c ~' .L .L l. J. J..llJ C c. _ L,\.. -.l---1 -·.• ... lJ VJ __ t.,_J.--.:..1 

10,...,i;11G' a_--rl .,...,., _., . ...,,i.i·10- .cor l ; , .. ,;-ov•H)""' ""'(:''" ' ·ii--c·,· 
L Ui 0, L l1.\.l l-'J \....~-'~l. .. l ,., l 4,. _ .... .a.b I } C..1.~...,-, 1,'- . .. (1.1 l.a..a.1 .,._ 

1 tl • TT,1.l""l 4.,,l]: °'" 11;·,1 ~,1-h"t 1;ttl-=> {f-,..,,...1,- I 1.,.,,1 - r,. mo l •. lS ' \, 1 '-' ' _ ._ ltU,b L!lt \I - .,. -.., . t.\.J\...•"-- • ·. clU ! ..... , l 

b ~- 1 ;n l 11,e ;.1 r "l lo·z 1-p 'f""F"' ·~1° ,. ·h;" -'1;c., r}; .. ,,.,,'1 ..... 11 ••• l • .u --:.,·, { . I ' 1 ..... L(l. ~ .1 'J L __ :, 1 • .L 1.--1) c ••• . 

1r'11~cc1•e ~r~v•!• f'P • '•' , :,,_.JrJ• l7 , nf,t', f:'"'<' 111 ,-, -;-,)1" ri() 11~ l. C.'--" \ '-'- • U"" lo-L 1 .1. - ':/C., -'-l,, iJ •-, .,.,, "'- -

al"T'a;·~ C"il, d n1e i-;-· ... ·ot· -,-, ~1i r,i-.·c 1T'e 1~•'t(·p1•s r,•-. rl r, \'\'( J~ a. ~- , 1~ J L ,114.ll b , . . '-- '-~ , cLl-. <.c 

procuru[ion he·;_; i~1 for;.11 to me:, "\vi··h orJers to the 
perfon who h:1s your inorrcy i!l L~i1r/,:;n, to fond yo1..:r 
efi~c.1:., to Ly'bG,z, to fuch perfon~ a~ I f.1:.ll dir..::3:, ,l:_d 

111 
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44 LIFE A:ND ADVE:NTURES 

in f ud1 goods as are proper for this count1y, I ·wiil 
bring ycu the produce of them, God willing, at n1y 
retur:1 ; but fince human affairs a:::e all fubjecr to 
c}:1anges and difaftcrs, I would ha-,'e you give orders 
bat for one hundred pounds/lerling, ·which you fay is 
half your fl:ock, aEd let the hc1.zard be run for the 
firfr ; fo that if ic corne fafe, you may order the reft 
1he :an1e ·way; and if it mifcarry, you may have the 
other half to have recourfe to for your fupply. 

This was fo wholefome ad·viceJ and looked fo 
f:iendly, that I could not but be convinced it was the 
beft courfe I could take ; fo I acco~·dingl;' prepared 
letters to the ventlcwoman with whon1 I had left mv 

, .. .l ., 

1no11ey, and a proCluation to the Portugztcje c1ptain, 
• 1 ~ 11"' defi11·,,,...1 c:: .. 0- _,..._, .. !.....Li. 

I wrote the Englifh captain's wid rw a full account 

of all 1ny adventures, 1ny fiavery, cfcape, and how 
I had n1et with the Poriugal captain at fea, the hu1na

nity of his beI1aYiour, anJ what condition I was 
now in, with all other neceffary directions for my 
fupply; and when this honefl c~ptain came to Lifac·:z, 
he fom":.cl means, by forne of the Engljh rnerch2.11ts 
1lie:re, to fend over, not the order only, bl! t a ; ull 
account of my fl:ory, to a 1nerchant at London, who 
r e:prcfe ~ted it cffcdu~:lly to her; whereupon, ihe not 
only ddi7ere<l the money, but out of her own pocket 
font the Porizw[!.l c.:.

1
r:tain ~i_ ycrv h,.~ndfon1c prefent for 

0 ; 

his hGlD.anity ar:.Ll ch::nity to me. 
'I'he mcrcha1~t in Low/on "';efti:ag this hundred 

Pounds in E1i:?-/i
1
lh <.,.ood~:, fuch 2.s the captain had 

.... , ... 4-...") 

writ fot, f-:rrt then1 diY-::0dy to him at Lijbo11, and he 
bro L1ght the111 all fafc to inc to the Brq1~ls, among 
\Yhich, without my din .. "L:on (for I \Yas too younb 

lil 
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in 1ny bufinefs to think of them\ he had taken car~ 
to ha\c all fort of tools, iron-work, and utenfifa 
neceffary for my plantation, and w h~ch Vlere of great 

ufe to n1e. 

'\:Vhen this cargo arrived, I thought n1y fortune 
n1adc, fur I was fnrprifed with joy of it; and n1y 
good CT:eward the captain had laid out the five pounds 
which my friend had fent him for a prefent for him
felf, to purchafe, and bring n1e over a fervant under 
bond for fix years fervice, and would not accept of 
any confi<leration, except a little tobacco, which I 
vrould have hin1 accept, being of n1y own produce. 

:Neither was this all ; but my goods being all 
Eng!ifh n1anufaB:urcs, fuch ;:-,s cloth, :fluffs, baize, 
and things particubrly valuable and dcfirable in the 
country, I found means to foH the1n to a very great 
~J"\ antage; fo that I m.ay fay, I had n1ore than four 
times the value of 1ny :fir!t cargo, and ·.vas no,v infi
nitely beyond rny poor neighbour, I n1ean in the 
a<lvancen1ent of 1-r1y plant2.tion; for the firfr thing I 
did, I bought nie a . lVtg-1·0 £:ave, an<l an European 
fcrvant alfo; I ·mean ano~her befidcs that which the 
captain. brought n1e from Ljbon. 

But as abufecl proC_r>erity is ofte:1ti1ncs n1ade the 
'Very 111eans of our gre?teft adverfity, fo V.'8.S it with 
rr1e. I went 0~1 the next year with g rc2.t f uccefs in my 
plantation: I raifcd fifty great rolls of tob2..cco on 
n!y o,:-:n ground, n1ore than I h2d difpofed of for nc
c.effaries a1nong n1y neighbours; 2ad thefe fifty 
rolls, being each of above r co wt. ,-vere well cured 
and laid by again.ft the return of the fleet from Lifbon: 

J 

And now, increafing in bufinefs and in \7eahh, n1y 
head bega11 to be full of projecLs and undertakings 

beyond 
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bcvond mv reach; f uch as are ii1<lecd often the r~.in J , 

of the beft heads in Lufir.efs . 
.... I - T • d • , r, • I • - 1 f 1 ~irJ J. co11tu1t~e 111 tne Hatwn ·was now 111, l l.1al 

ro0111 for all the h,-:.ppy thi~1gs to haYe yet beJ'all-.·n 
E1e, for which my father fo e,irr1 eD:ly r~corn.rn.endccl a. 
quiet retired Efc? aEd of \\·hich he haJ fo fcnfibly 
<lefcrib~d the 1niddle fl:at~on of life to, be fu 1 l; but 
other things 3tten.J.ecl me, and I. \Y3.S ftill to be the 
\,-i!ful asent of all 111y o,vn n1ifoi ics ; and p2.rticularly 
to incrc~1fe my f.-:ult, and douLle the re:1eclions U!JO!l 
rnyfelf, ,111ich in n1y futui:e for~·o~.vs I iho1.1lcl have 
ln1""l'l"'' fr) 1'"''.'t;.-,. -111 tl~e[t-~ r-1;f-arri•y1·ec '''C'1 't> proc1Fed '-· l l - l\. .. .1..t...._\. .... ._ ' (._ .LJ. ... ..,,; - ..._ ....... '- .... .I. 4(. LI U .a..._.. .... ,.L • 

by 1ny apparent obftin2,tc adhering to n1y foolifl1 in-. . f' , • , l d r• , clmat10n o \vaneenng abroac1, 2.11 pu:i_mng tnat 
inclinu..tion, in contradiction to the dcc1refr ·de,-rs of · ,. Ir 1 • r · 1 , · ,. · c 1 r doing 1ny1e .r goou 111 a 1a1r anu p121n pm·nut 01 L101e 
profpec1:s and thofe n1eaf11res of life, which n~~ture 
and providence concu!'rcd to prefont 111c with, and to 
n1ake 1ny duty . 

.11.s I h3.d done thas in my breaking 2.vvay frmn my 
parents, fo I could not be content no\v, but I n1ufl 
FO and leave the ha1·:r11)V vie,v I i1ad of bcinrr a rich 0 , 0 
and tb.-ivi1~g man in 1ny n~~.Y ph-mt2.tio11, only to p~1rfue 
a r~~.:fh an•i i111~-:noclcratc defire of rif!n0· fafrer tha11 the· 

L') -r l , • 1 
• 1 l 1 I n.. 'C nature or t 1c tnmg ::i.nrn.ltte .. t; anc t 1us ca1L 1nyfch 

1 • ·• , ] n 1 I f, . (tO\Yll again 1nto tne aeepe,I gu p 1 o .. 11mnan 1111fery 
that eYer m?:r:. ft __ ] into, or perh,:ps could be confif
tc~1t \v:th life ~u1d a {btc of health in the world. 

To come tl C!l cy the j1.:fc di.:6 rces to th~ particulars r-7• C {' or L11s p~.rt 01 I~lj' ,tcry; you 1nay fur,~ofc, that hav-
ir.~ now lived a1E:.o:t four years in th~ Braji!s, and 
l·•ci)nning to tlu+.r~ ar:cl pro[per very ·well upon my 
pla:ltation, I l1c:1<.: nut only learned the b:iguat,·e, but 

had 
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. d . d .r· ,11· liad contra[re acqua111t;_1.nce ar-i L .._;·i.::ncui-:lll) 2.n10ng 
tny fello..-v-planters, as ,vell as an:ong the r.1ei-ch~nr~ 

;1t St. Soivadore, which \Yas our port; and that in 
1ny difcourfc an1ong thc1n, I hacl frequently gi-;en 

f , (l. -thcn1 ~n account o n1y t\vo yoyages to tne coa1L ot 
/~ . h ,. .. . l l l.,.. • vll!nca, t e man.ner ot tract1ng \Htn t11e . vrgr(,:es U1.e1·e, 

;ind how eafy it 'i\?S to purchafe upo11 t11c co2.ft, fer 
trifies, f uch z,s beads, toys, knives, fcifT::irs, hat~hcts, 
bits of glafa, and the like, not only gold dufl, 
Guilira grc1ins, eJephz.nts tec>·Lh, '& c. but l\Tegrocs fo-;.· 
fl..,p re•·u·1'cp oc A·1,,.., .LJP,.,afi,l· :., ,,. "'"1 t ·1~l'··•bcrs (..lJ.- .l 1 \' - .l L l'-' / J ~1' 111. (_).i. 1,,__Ct. 1 \. 1~.... • 

They li{;:ened ah~•ays vc:·y Jttu ... th,cly to n1y clif
(~ourfes 0:1 thefe heacis, but ef:· 0 r-=al1v to ,._I-,--ii· 1,-1 1·i· tJ,t,. -.le. .L .,• L ... < .. , . .1..., "'..,.,.., ... 

\\ hich related t0 the buying J\Tcg;·ccs, ,,, hich y,:as ~ 

traJ.e at that time net only r.ot far 
, . 

cnteren 1ntc., 

I h 1,. . ·1 J 
t appcnec..., oe1ng 111 comr=,?iny w1t11 1ome ~:--:er-

1 -~ 1 " • d ... c:1ants anu pL:intcrs (>t n1y accp..1a1ntc1.nce, an t ~din:1r,-. - ~ 

cf thofo things very earn,J1:ly, t11rc~c of thc:111 c~li1:.e t() 

me the next rnorning, c:nd tcLl 111.~ thl y had h.).::T:. 
n1uGn~ ve1-y n1~ch upon \vh2.t I h~H.l difrourfed ',vir~1 

then1 of, the laft night, and the. y came. to mJ.kc a 
J' 1'1 - r · • 0 r H~cret nro'JO!Zu to me,· and ~Lt~r e!"l:

1
mmnr,· n1e 1ecrec, ~ 

~ J. • 0 . ., 

they told me, that they had a rnind to fit out a foip 
to go to Guiw:a; t11at thev had 8.ll nlantations 2-s \Yell 

• J. 

as l, ancl were flraitened for nothin.l!" fo n1nch as for .. 
u 

vant-~ . t1113.t- a ; ~ ·v·, 0 a t-n,1e cr,, 11 d not 1~,,,. ( .. ,,.,.; , ,, ' 0·11 L'-', 1... .., .£.t... \,,:1.v ,1,.(..,....... \,. l..!.J. l \.,., .. ,""._-1.• ..... L.t . , 

bccaufc !:hcv C0:.1:d not nublickl)r fell the J,rc''J-iO~.·s .,.H l"lCi.l 
✓ .l 0 

they came hon1e, fo th·7 deu~ed to 1aal:c ~ Jt or:c 
• uyag~, to bring the IVt;;·,·c:s 011 narc privately, anJ 

divide 
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di ·,ride thci11 among their own pL1ntations ; and in ~t 
,,~ord, the quefi:ion ·was, ·whether I would go their 
fupc:·-cargo in the :!hip, to n1anage the trading part 
upon the coaft of Guinea? and they offered me that 
I fhculd have 1ny equal £hare of the 1Vegroes, ,vithour 
pro,·iding any part of the flock. 

This was a fair propofal , it n1ufl: be confeifed, had 
it been 1nade to any one that had not had a fettle-
1nent and plantation of his o,vn to look after, which 
-..vas in a fair way of con1ing to be very confiderable, 
and with a good flock upon it. But for me, that was 
thus entered aad eilablifl1edj and had nothing to do 
but go on as I had begun, for three or four years n1ore, 
and to have fent for the other hundred pounds from 
England, and who in that tin1e, cind with that little 
addition, could fcarce have failed of being worth 
three or four thoufand pounds Herling, and that en
creafing tco ; for n1e to think off uch a voyage, was 
the mofl: prcpoilerous thing that ever man in f uch 
circumftance3 could be guilty of. 

But I~ th:1t ,vas born to be n1y o,:vn defhoyer, could 
no rnore refifl the offer, than I could refirain my firft 
ra1nbliag dcfigns, when 1ny father's good counfel 
was loft upon me. In a word, I told then1 I would 
go with all my heart, if they would undertake to look 
after 1ny plantation in 111y abfence, and would dif
nofe of it to fuch as I foould direcr if I n1ifcarried. i 

This they all engaged to do, :md entered into writ-
in::ss ct coven::ints to do fo ; and I made a form?..l will, 
di~1-:iofing of n1y plantation and effefts, in cafc of 1ny 
d e2.th, xn:i!<.ing the captain of the iliip that had fa\'·cd 
n1y life as before, my uni,,rcrfal heir, but oLliging 
hi :n to difpofe 0£ n1y cffeec3 ,ts I had diredcd in 111y 

will 

t 

n 
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,-.rill, one half of the produce being to himfelf, and 
the other to be foipped to England. 

In iliort, I toolr all poHible caution to preferve n1y 
effecrs, and keep up n1y plantation; had I ufed half 
as 1nuch prudence to have looked i!lto my own 
intercfi, and haYe n1ade a judgn1ent of what I ought 
to have done, and not to have done, I had certainly 
never [;One away from fo profperous an undertaking; 
leaving all the probable views 0f a thriving circum. 
fl:ance, and gone upon a voyage to fea, attended 
v,ith all its con1mon hazards; to fay nothing of the 
re~fons · I had to expect particular misfortunes to 
1nyfel[ 

But I \vas hurried on, and obeyed bEndly the 
diCTates of my fancy rather than 111 y rcafon : and 
accordingly the £hip being fitted out, ancl the cargo 
furni.fhed, and all things done as by agreement by 
1ny p0.rtners in th~ yoyagc, I went on bo,1.rd in an evil 
hour, the th of , being the fan1e day 
eight years that I went fro:11 1ny father an<l mother at 
I-Jul!, in order to act the reL.cl to t!1eii· authority, and 
the fool to my O\Yn interefl:. 

Cur fhip ,vas ahout I 20 tnn Gurthcn, carried 6 
grms, and 14 111cn, bcfidcs the 1nafl:cr, his boy, 2nd 
l1.,v.re11.r: . \' e 'n·1d on r.., ,,~ss,l no l'.l'"'~- '" c~·,·o-o 0( n•oor\ ~ A;ll ' .. ' - U-.htl-.. c.1b'-- <L e I O ) ~L,, 

r ~- 'h I'-. r 1 • h , except o.t 1UCu toys as ·\'vcre nt ror our traue \nt1 tne 
neg-roes, f uch as beads, bits of gttfs, [hells, and odd 
trifles, efp cially liale looldnr;-gbffrs, knives, 
fciffars, hatchets, and the like. 

The fame day I \\·cnt on bo2.rJ \Ye fet fail, 
fianding a\vay to the northward upon our O\rn co:iit, 
,vith dcfign to firctch o-..:er for the African coa!1:, 
when they came about r o or 12 degrees of nonhcrn 

VOL. I. E latitude, 

r 
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latitude, ·which it fetms was the 1nanner of thei':r
courfe in thofe days. VI e had very good weather -t· 
only excefiive hot, all the way upon our own coafl,. 

till we ca1ne the height of Cape St. Augz{fiino, from 

,vhence keeping farther off at fea ,ve loft fight of 

land, and !leered as if ,.ve were bound for the iile 

Fernancl de Noronha, holding our courfe N. E. by J.,T,,. 

·and leaving thofe iiles on the eafl ; in this courfe we 

paft the line in about 12 days time, and were by our· 

laft obfervation in 7 degrees 22 111in. northern 

latitude, when a violent tournado or hurricane took 

us quite out of our knowledge ; it began from the 

fouth-eaft, ca1ne about to the north-\vefl, and then 

fettled into the north-eafl, fron1 whence it ble·yv in 
fuch a terrible 1nanner, that for I 2 days together 

we couLl do nothing but drive; and fcudding a,va y 
before it, let it carry us whither ever fate and the 

fury of the winds directed ; and during thefe I 2. 

days, I need not fay that I expected every day to• 

be [wallowed up, nor indeed did any in the ihip 
expea to fave their lives. 

In this difi:refs, we had, befides the terror of the. 

florm,, one of o.ur me'n died of the cJ.lenture, and 

one man and the boy wafhed over-board ; about the 

12th day the weather abating a little, the rn.aft:er 

made an obfervation as well as he could, and fo:.1nJ: 

that he ,vas in about I I degrees· north latitude, but. 

that he ,vas 22 degrees of longitude difference weft 
from Cope St. Auguflino ; fo that he found he was 

gotten upon the coafl of Guinea, or the north part of 

Brefzl, b~yond the river Amo-zones, to-ward th2.t of 
the river Oronoqzce, commonly c3.iled the Great Rf.v::r,, 

and began to confult with me what courfe he fhoulLl' , 
taKe, 
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take, for the {hip was leaky and very much 
difable<l, and he was going directly back to the 
coafl: of Brc!fi!. 

I \Vas pofitively againfl: that, and looking over the. 
charts of the fea-coafi:s of America \vith him, vi·e 
concluded there was no inhabited country for us to 
have recourfe to, till we came within the circle of the 
Caribbee-iflands, and therefore refolved to ftand 
a\vay for Barbadoes, which by keeping off at fea, to 
avoid the indraft of the bay or gulph of Mexico, we 
1night eauly perforn1, as we hoped, in about fifteen 
days fail ; whereas ·we could not poffibly n1ake our 
voyage to the coafl: of Africa without fome affiil:ance, 
both to our fhip and to ourfelves. 

"\Vith this defign \Ve changed our courfe, and 
freered aYi'J.Y N. 'fV. by '/IV. in order to reach fame of 
our Englifh iflands, where I hoped for relief; but 
our voyage was otherwife determined ; for being in 
the latitude of 12 deg. 18 min. a fecond fl:onn came 
upon us, which carried us aw::iy ,vith the fame 
in1petuofity wefl:ward, and drove us fo out of the 
Yery way of all human con1merce, that had all our 
lives been faved, as to the fea, we ,vcre rather in 
danger of being devoured by favages than ever 
returning to our own country. 

In this difi:refs, the wind {l:ill blowing very hard, 
one of our n1en early in the morning cried out, 
Land.' and we h2.d no f ooner run OL'.t of the cabin 
to look out in hopes of feeing whereabouts in. the 
v1orld. we ,verc., but the fhip il:ruck upon a fand, 
and in a n101nei1t, her n1otion being fo flopped, the fca 
broke over her in fuch a 1nar:.ncr, that we expcc1:ed 
we ihould all have pcrifhed in1n1ediately, and we 

E 2 wer~ 
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·were immediately driven into our clofe qua:rcert 

to {helter us from the very foam and fprye o.f 

the fea. 
It is not eafy for any one, 1vho has not been in: 

the like condition, to defcribe or toncei•,·e the 

con!lernatio-n of men in fuch circumfiances ; we 

knew nothing where ',ve were, or upoa ,vhat lan<l it 

was ,ve were driven, whether an iiland or the niain,. 

whether inhabited or not inhabited ; and as the 

rage of the wind was frill great, though rather lefo 

than at firft, we could not fo much as hope to have 

the :fhip hold n1any n1inutes without breaking in 

pieces, unlefs the winds by a k.ind of n1iracle ihould 

turn in1n1ediately about. In a word, we fat lookzng 

one upon another, and expeaing death e-rcry moment,. 

and every 1nan ae:ing accordingly, as preparing fo:t 

another world, for there was little or nothing 1norc 

for us to do in this ; that which was our prefont 

con1fort, and all the co111fort we had, " ·as, that 

contrary to our expectation t1-ie {hip did not break 

,yet, and that the n1ai1:er fai.d the ·wi:1d beg2n to 

abate. 
NoY✓ though \\"e thought that the wind did a Tittle 

abate, yet the {hip having thus fin.ck upon the fond') 

anJ !lickii1g too faft for us to expea her getring off~ 

v;e ,xere in a dreadful condition indeed, aEd h~1d 

nothing to do but to think of faving our lin~s as YvcH 

as Yi·c coL1lJ; we had a boat at our fiern~ juft befo-:=c 

the f1:orn .. , bJt lhe \Yas firft fiaved by daf.hi~1g ,~gainft 

rhe fhip's rudder, and in the next place fhe broke 

a,vay, and either funk or was driven off to fea, f0 

there was no hope fron1 her ; we had another boat 

en board, but how to get hei· off into the fea was a 
doubtful 
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doubtful thing ; however, there was no room to 

,deb:ite, for we fancied the !hip would break in pieces 

.every n1inute, and fon1e told us fhe was al'rually 

broken already. 
In this difi:refs, the n1ate of our veifel lays hold of 

the boat, and with the help of the rdl .of the n1en, 

they got her :flung over the £hip's-fide, and getting 
all irito her, let go, and comn1itted ourfelves being 
cleY 211 in nnm.ber, to God's mercy, and the wild 

fea; for though the fiorn1 was abated confiderably, 

yet the fea went dreadful high upon the :fhore, and 

~night well be called, den 7.,c:ild -::.,ee, as the Dutch call 

the fea in a ftorrn . 
.find n.ow our cafo was very dif n1al indeed ; for 

v:c .all f::n.y plainly, that the fea \Vent fo high, that 
the boat cGuld not liYe, 2.nd that we :fhould be 

iacvitc:1.bly d.rowned.. .P:..s to making fail, we had 

.none) nor, if we had, could v?e have done any thing 

w.i.th it; fo we worked at the oar towards the land, 

though ·with heavy he.ar.ts, like men going to 

execution ; for vvc all knew, that \vhen the boat 
carn.e nearei the :fhore, fhe would be dallied in a 

thouG.nd pieces by the breach of the fe.a,. I-!oweYer, 

\Ye comn1i.tted our fouls to God in the moft earnefl: 

n1~m1er:., ~nd the wind drivi!1g us towards the iliore, 

we haflened our <leftruc.tion Y\'ith our own hands, 

pulii:ag :;.s ,-rell as ~;·e could to,va;r ... ls land. 

V1.'hat the U-Ylre ,,;·as, ,Yhether rock or fand; 

whether G.ecp or .fhoal, \Ve knew not ; the only 
hope that c0ulcl ration::.11y give us the leafl: fhadow 

.of LXI ec1:ation, ,vas, if -.,-;,re 1night happen into fon1c 

ba.y or gulph, or the 111outh of fon1e riYer, ,vhcre 
;by great chance we 111ight ban~ run our boat in, or 

E 3 got 
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got under the lee of the land, and perhaps n1adi.: 
f1nooth \Yater. But there was nothing of thi~ 
appeared; but as we n1ade nearer and nearer the 
ihore, the land looked more frightful than the fea. 

After we had rowed, or rather driven about a 
league and a h;J.lf, as we reckoned it, a raging wave, 
1nountain-like, Gln1e rolling a-ftern of us, and 
plainly bad us expea the coup-de-grace. In a \vord, 
it took us with fuch a fury, that it oYerfet the boat 
at once; and feparating us as well from the boat, 
as fro1n one ·other, gave us not tin1e hardly to 
fay, 0 God ! for we were all fwalloT~ved up in a 
n1on1ent. 

Nothing can defcribe the confu:fion of thought 
which I felt when I funk into the water ; for tl-:our;h 
I f wan1 very well, yet I could not deliver n1yfelf frmn 
the waves fo as to draw breath, till that ·wave having 
driven n1e, or rather carried me a vafi: \vay on to\v;.uds 
the :fhore, and having fpent itfelf, went back, and 
left me upon the land aln1oi1 dry, but half dead ·witn 
the water I took in. I had fo n1uch prefonce of n1ind 
as well as breath left, that f1.:cing n1yfclf nearer the 
n1ain land than I expected, I got upon n1y feet, and 
endec1.voured to make on to\vards the land as fafi 2.s 
I could, before another wave I'nould return, and take 
n1e up again. But I foon found it was impoilible 
to avoid it ; for I faw the fea con1e after me as high 
as a great hill, and as furious as an eneniy which I 
had no means or flrength to contend with; my 
bufinefs \Vas to hold 1ny breath, and rife In) felf upon 
the water, if I could: and fo by fwi1nming to 
preferve n1y breathing, and pilot myfelf tovvar<ls the 
ihore, if po:fiible ; my greatcfi concern now being, 

that 
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that the fea, as it would carry n1e a great way 
,towards the {h.ore when it Cc1n1e on, might not 

-carry n1e back again. with it when it gave back 

towards the fea. 

The wa\'e that came upon me again, buried me 

.at once 20 or 30 foot deep in its own body; and I 
could feel myfelf carried with a 1nighty force and 
f,viftnefs towards the fhore a very great ,Yay; but 
I held n1y breath., .and affifled myfelf to f,vim frill 
forward with all n1y n1ight. I was ready to burfl: 
with holding 111y breath, when, as I felt rnyfelf 
rifing up, fo to my immediate relief, I found 1ny 
head and hands {hoot .out above the f urface of the 

water ; and though it was not two feconds of time 

that I could keep myfelf fo, yet it relieved n1e 
greatly, ga-re me breath and new courage. I was 
covered again with water a good while, but not fo 
long but I held it out ; and finding the water had 
fpcnt itfelf, and began to return, I fl:ruck forward 
againft the return of the \-Yav.es, and felt ground 
again with my feet. I ftood {till a fe,v n1on1ents to 
reco·rer breath, and till the water went from me, 
and then took to n1y heels, and run with what 
ilrength I had farther towards the iliore. But 
neither would this deliver n1e from the fury of the 
fra, which can1e pouring in after me again, and 
twice more I ,vas lifted up by the ,,,aves and <:arried 
forwards as before, the fhore being very flat. 

The lafl: ti1ne of thef e two had well near been 
fatal to me ; for the fea having hurried rne along as 
before, landed me, or rather da:ihed n1e againfl: a 
piece of a rock, and that with fuch force, as it 
!eft 1ne fenfelefs, and indeed helplefs, as to my own 

E 4 deliverance; 
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deli-verance; for the Jlow taking my fide and bre.aft, 
beat the breath as it were quite out of my body ; 
and had it returned again in1mediately, I n1ufl ha Ye 
been frrangled in the water ; but I recovered a little 
before the return of the waves, and feeing I fhqul<l be 
covered again "vith the water, I refolved to hold faft 
by a piece of the rpck, and fo to hold my breath, if 
poffible~ tiil the wave went back; now as t~1e ·wave.:: 
were not fo b._igh as at fir.ft, being near land, I held 
1ny hold till the Yvavc abated, and then fetchec~ 
another run, which brought n1c fo nca1.· the {here, 
that the next ,vave, though it ,Ycnt over me, yet did 
not fo [wallow rne up as to carry 1ne a,vay, and tl e 
next run I took I got to the nn:n land, ,d1cre, 
to my great cornfc-rt, I clambered up the clifr$ 
of the fhore, and fat n1e do,Yn upon the gra[s, fr2c 
from danger, and qu~te out of the reach qf the y;;z~tcr. 

I ;vas i1ow landed, and fafo Oil 1hore, and b ,r-aa . ' (_) 

to look up a11d tl1ank GoLl that my life W?,s fah:J ia 
a cafe wherein there -\vas :cn,e rni11utes bc:~o7"e fca:·c~ 

l I 1 1· . . . T.' 1 any roo,n to nope. oe 1e ve 1t 1s 1mr:;0Llu e tn 
cxprefo ro the life ,vhat the extafies and tr~tn.:'ports of 
the foul arc, vi-·hcn it is fo faved, zis I may fr.y, out 
of the Yery gra-.'e; and I do not ·wonder 110\v at 
h n . 1 h 1r~ ' t at nw:orn, q·:z. ti1at w en a ma er,.ctor, , 110 

has the halter cJtol:t his neck, 1:; tied up, and juil 
going to be turnc,.l ofT, and has a reprieve brou;~l!t 
to hin1 : I fay, I do r..ot won1..ler that the o;rng a 

• J 

furgeon with it, to let hirn blood that Ycry n-:.c-
ment they tell hia1 of it, that the furprize may 1:nt 
drive the aniu1ai ipirits from the heart, ~rrd v\'cr
whelm hi111: 

Fvrfuddcn jG;is, !ik!? griefs, confoztild at /:i/1. 
I \\ al:.__cJ 
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I walked about on the {hore, lifting up n1y hands 

and n1y whole being, as I 1nay fay, ,vr<1pt up in th~ 
conten1plation of my deliverance, n1aking a thoufand 
gcfl:ures and n1ot10ns which I c2cnnot defcribc, 
reflecting upon all 111y con1erades that ,"(:ere drov,·ned, 
and that there :fhould not be one foul faved but 
1nyfelf; for, as for them, I never faw thein 2Jt~r-

d .r. .c, 1 ./.~,. ,'\var s, or any 11gn 01. tnern, except tnree 01 tneir 
hats, one cap, and two !hoes that \Yen, not follo·ws. 

I caft n1y eyes to the ftranded veffo1, -.,,vhen the 
brc~ch and froth of the fea being fo big, I could 
hardly fee it, it lay fo far cff, and conGdered, Lord! 
how ,vas it pofiible I could get on 1'hore ! 

.A.fter I had fobcc,1 :ny rnind ,vith the c01nfort1blc 
Part of nn' ccnd~tion, I beQ"ail to look round 1ne, to , V 

fee Yvhat k~n.d of pLce I was in, a11d what \V~.s next 
to be done~ 211J I foon found n1y COinfo:·ts ab2.te; . 

, I h . . ' . l 1 • 11 tnat act no v:ec1pon c1tnir to 11unt ,.',nd .!Zl any 
, .. ·r,•1t· 11·e +01· '•")' r,~ 11

L 1~n'1nr,;, 0·1· t•) (1"'ce,1d l11VI' ,ll_i.-: '\..,.) _, l ... .a.~.A .... .._.1 '- .-.£. ...... -~ ..... :, .,\,,..,J. .t .1. j l\.., 

ai;ainfl: any othtr Cl ..;:lture that mi6 ht dcfire to kiil 
111P For tiv-1·-c. l

0

c'1 ·1 ··o,··l • 1'1•1r1 l'<.'t·11:·1n- ~•,0· 1 "- I'l'> .... \,..• ... 1- '- l. \,.l • .1...... <..;, \·Y J. ~ ' ..._ c '--!. 1 J 11 b t.l L.J U L 1. C 

b t- 'l 1. ,.., : c" , t' !• " ' , • . a , l ] • .,_ (-1 a t , ·1 • A • , lL. , .t ..... adt, <l ,.) .. ,0.CC0-.1:-1lf;-, .lll( a .1.ilu'- OC«C.C,., Ll 

a bo::::; this was all m.v prorifion, ~1n<l tliis threw .; ~ 

1:1c into terrible u:;oni~s o::" 111i:.1d, that f)r a 
1 ·1 I 1 I"' l • 1 • 

'
, 'l' C 1·11 n 'l 1'l"';· 't'~, ., l'il" 1 ' '"'""l'lll • r1r.•t1t ,-.0•1•~nrr ,... ..... "' .. i..., "'- ... J. s...\.... c. ..,4,u-J...,._:,,.._ , 1. 1 Q '- l .1...1..!. b 

JJpG11 
.. ,·h•,t \I •LUI. 
I 

bca!ls 
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beafl: in that country, feeing at night they ahvays 
come abroad for their prey. 

1-\Jl the rcn1edy that offered to n1y thoughts at that 
time, vvas, to get up into a thick. bufhy tree like a 
fir, but thorny, ,vhich g;·ew 1:car 1ne, and ,vherc 
I refolved to fit all night, and confi6.cr the next day 
what death I !hould die, for as yet I faw no profpefr 
of life ; I walked about a furlong fron1 the {hore, to 
fee if I could find any fcdh \V;'..ter to dri11k, which I 
did, to my great joy ; a:1d ha-ving (lrank, and put a 
little tobacco in n1y n1outh to prcvc1t hunger, I ·went 
to the tree, and getting up into it, ei1de~1xoured to 
place myfelf fo, as thc1t if I :fhou1d fleep I might not 

· fall ; and having cut me a :fhort fiick, like a 
trunch,~on, for n1y defon.ce, I took up 1ny lodging, 
and having been exccffively fatigued, l fell fafl aflcep, 
Lncl flept as comfortably as, I belie, e, few could 
have done in n1y condition, and found 1nyfelf the 
n1ofl: rcfre:fhed ,vith it that I think I eyer was on fuch 
an occafion. 

Vvhcn I waked it ,v~s btoad day, the ,veather 
clear, and the Il:orm abated, fo that the fea did not 
rao·p -i:nd f\re·11 ,.,,... b 0 fo'" 0 • b11'" t'n')i· ,,-1-i;c11 ru.,.p··;zp,l co - C:-1r .t. , (4,...) \...,.... 1 - • ; -'-L 1 (1.(.. '" l. ... .L .lJ. J. J. ... .1.. V\. 

me 1110!1:, ,vas, that the foip ,:vas lifted off in the 
night from the fand ,vhcrc foe lay, by the fo.relling of 
the tide, and ,v2.s d:ivca up almoil: as far as the rock 
which I firft mentioned, whc~c I had been fo bruifed 
by the dafoing rne agaii1ft it; this being within about 
a n1ile frori1 the £ho,;e vvhere I ,\·as, and the fhin . i 

I wifl1ed 1nyfelf on 

-r • r r tnrn.gs ror my rne. 
v,i'hcn I ca1ne do,-rn frorn :my apartment in the 

tree, I loo!-:.cd 2..bout n1e again, and ihe fir.fl thing I 
found 
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found was the boat, which lay as the wind and the fea 

had toifed her up upon the land, about two miles on 

111y right hand, I walked as far as I could upon the 

:lhore to have got to her, but found a neck or inlet of 

water between me and the boat, which was about 

half a n1ile broad, fo I came back for the prefent., 

being more intent upon getting at the {hip, 
"\'irhere I hoped to find fon1ething for 1ny prefcnt 
fubfifienc e. 

A little after noon I found the fea very cahn, and 
the tide ebbed fo far out, that I could co1ne within a 

quarter of a mile of the fhip; and here I found a freih 

renewing of my grief; for I faw evidently, that if ,ve 

had kept on board, we had been all fafe, that is to 

fay, ·we had all get fafo on fhore, and I had not been 

fo n1iferable as to be left entirely deflitute of all coin
fort and co1npany, as I now was ; this forced tears 

from my eyes again, but as there ,vas little relief in 

th2.t, I refolved, if poffible, to get to the {hip, fo I 
pulled off my cloaths:, for the weather was hot to 

cxtre111ity, and took the 1.vater; but wh~n I came to 

the fhip, n1y difficulty was :flill greater to knoY1 hoi.v 

to get on board, for as ihe la) a-ground, ~nd hig11 
out of the water, there was nothing within n1y reach 
to by hold of. I fwa1n ronnd her t\vicc, and the 

fecond ti1ne I fpied a f111all piece of a rope, ,vhich 
I wondered I did not fee at firfi, hang do,vn by the 
fore chai11s fo low a~ that y,:,-h n---c~t c1;-:-r1,,.. 1 ·l'""r I cro'-

- '- i ~ u le: v.!.Ll.61 J. !..1.,lL\.ll} ;,_~ L 

hold of it, and by the help of thJt ro1Jc got up i:1to 

the forcc~frle of the fhip; here I focra ... l th~:t the fhip 
was bulD:ed, and had a !.?Teat de2.l o; vYatc~ in her hul,J, 

t ., l 

but that fhe lay fo on t!1e fice of a bank of h~:;:d fand, 

or rather earth, and her flcrn lay lifted up upon tl1e 
b. pl, 

ct~••'-, 
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bank, and her head low almoft to the water ; by 
this n1eans all 11er quarter was free, and all that was 

in that part was dry ; for you may be f ure 1ny firft 

,vork was to foarch and to fee what was fpoilecl 

t!1d what was free ; and fir.ft I found that all the 

ihip's provifions ,,.-ere dry and untouched by the 

,vater ; and being very well difpofed to eat, I 
Y\-ent to the bread-roon1 and filled 1ny pockets with 

biikct, and cat it c'..S I v1ent about other things, for I 

lncl no tirne to lofe. I alfo found forne run1 in the 

great cabin, of which I took a large dram, and 

which I had indeed need enough of to fpirit me for 

what vvas Lefore rne: :rrovr 1 w2.nted !lothing but a 
boat to furn~fh rnyfcif with m2..11y things 1vhich I fore

fav.r ,voul..l be ,-ery neceffary to me. 
• • • r. n· 1 1 J "fl. ,. h lt was 1n vain to dt ILlli an w11u ror v,r .z..t was not 

to be had, ai.:d this extremity rouzed rny application; 
, J,.. i,.. • l , . '\Ve na leYe:.·,11 1narc vard.s, anc two or tnree larg:e 

~ ✓ l, 

fpan:s of ,vood, and a fpare top-n1afl or two in the 
.n • I r • 1 r ·1 1 • , h ,.. , fl 
111:1.p ; re101,-eu to ral1 to wor1-c w1t~1 t ,e1e, ana •mg 

r 1 T 1 I "d r , • a3 n12.:::iy or L1e1:1 over-coan. as coul 1nanahe or tneir 

weight, tying tYcry one Y, ith a :·ope that they might 
not drive away; when this ,vas done I ,vent down 

the {hip's fide, an::l pulling them to 1nc, I tied four 

cf thcn1 faft tn;ethcr a.t Loth ends as well as I could, 
• , r r ,. 1 1 • l IL 
Lil tuc rorm ct a r~~tt, 2.na ... ~!::111g two or t irec rnort 

pieces of pfank upoa then1 crofa-ways, I funnel I could 
.. , . 'l 'T , • T l \\ :.1.l:<. UlJOn 1t very wc1 ) but tnat 1t was not ao1e to 

Lear any great v;eigl:.t, the pieces being too light ; 

io I wtnt to work, and with the carpenter~s faw I 
cut a fpare top-1nafr into three lcn6ths, and added 

the;n to rny raft, with a great clcal of labour an9-
. b 1 f f . '1 • ,.. 1 ,- . l i-r- • 

fcUllS; llt 11.ope O LE"l1U1llDg E1) ~etI Vllt l nece iane.s 
p•1~ 0111·" rr ,-,.-l 
)..1 1.., .., • "b"-'-4 
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,ncouraged rne to go beyond what I :fhould haye been 

able to have done unon another occafion . 
.L 

1\/[y raft was novv {hong enough tD bear any rea. 

f-onable weight ; 111y next care was what to load it 
with, and how to preferve wh:.1.t I laid upon it from 

the furf of the fea ; but I was not long confidering 

this ; I firfl laid all the planks or boards upon it that 

I could get, and having confidcred well what I moft 

wanted, I firft got three of the fean1en's chefts, \vhich 

I had broken open and en1ptied, and lowered thein 

down upon n1y raft; the firft of thefe I filled "\V~th 

provi:fions, viz. bread, rice, three Dutch cheefes, 

five pieces of dried goJ.t's flefb, ,vhich we lived n1uch 

upon, and a little remainder of European cotn ·which 

ha.cl been laid by for fome fowls which ,ve brought 

to fca with us, but the fov.rls were killed; there had 

been fome barley and wheat together, but, to my 
great difappointment, I found aftcnvards that the 

tats had eaten or f poiled it all ; as for liquors, I 

found feveral cafes of bottles belonging to our {kipper, 

in which ,vcre forne cordial v.raters, and in all aboYc 

five or fix gallons of rack, thefe I fio\vcd by thcn1-

felvcs, there be~ng no need to pnt them into the chef1:, 

nor no roon1 for them. "\Vhile I was doing this, I 

found the ticle began to flow, though very calm, and I 

bad the mortification to fee n1y coat, fhirt, and waift

coat, T,vhich I had left en fhorc upon the fand, f wim 

away ; as for my breeches, which were only linen, 
and open-knee' d, I fwam on board in them and 111y 

flockings : however, this put n1e upon rumn12.ging 
for clo~lths, of which I found e:!1ough, but took no 

n1ore than I wanted for prefent ufe, for I had other 

things which my eye ,vas rnore upon; as firfi, tools to 
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work \vith on ihore, and it \vas after lo!1g fearch:ng 
that I found out the carpenter's cheft, which \Yas 

indeed a very ufoful prize to n1e, and n1uch n1oie 
valuable than a {hip-loading of gold would have been 
,lt thc:.t tin1e; I got it down to my raft, even \vhole 
~s it was, ,vithout lo.fing time to look into it, for I 
kne·w in general what it contained. 

Nf y next care \Vas for fon1e am1nunition and arms; 
there were two very good fowling-pieces in the great 
cab:a, and t\vo pifi:ols, thefe I fecured fin1, with 
fome powder-horns, and a fmali bag of :fhot, and two. 
old ruf1:y f\vords : I knew there were three barrels of 
rowder in the fhip, but knew not \,:here our gunner 
had 0.:o\vc<l then1 ; but ,vith rnuch fearch I found 
thc111, t\vo of them dry and gocd, the third had taken 
water ; thofe tvo I got to n1y raft, ·with the arms ; 
and now I thought n1yfelf pretty well freighted, and 
began to think how I {houlcl get to fhore with them, 
having neither fail, oar, or rudder, and the leaft 
cap full of vdnd would have o-verfet all my navi .. 
gation. 

I had three encouragernents : r. A finooth calm 
fea : 2. The ti...le rifing 2.nd fetting into the fl10re : 
3. "\iVhat little wind there was blew n1e towar<ls the 
land; an<l thus, having found two or three broken 
oars belonging to the boat, and beiides the tools 
which \.VCri.; in the chdl:, I found t,vo faws, an axe, 
and a ha1nrner, and ,vith this cargo I put to fea: 
for a n1ile, or thereabouts, my raft ,ven.t Yery well, 
onl·t that I found it drive a little diftant fron1 the , 

place \vhere I had landed before, by which I per .. 
ceiYcd that there \Vas forne indraft of the ,-vater, ancl 
coilfcquently I hoped to find fo111e creek or nYer 

there> 
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there, which I might make ufe of as a port to get to 
'and with n1y cargo . 

.P.Ls I imagined, fo it ·\vas; there appeared before 
n1e a little opening of the land, and I found a {hong 
current of the tide fet into it, fo I guiJed n1y raft as 
,vell as I could to ke~p in the n1i<ldle of the flrearn : 
but here I had like to have fuffered a fecond ihipa 
wreck, which, if I had, I think verily would havp 
broke my heart; for knowing nothing of the coafr., 
my raft run a-ground 2.t one end of it tipon a ihoal'!I 
and not being a-gronnd at the otl1er cad, it ,Yanted 
but a little th~tt all n1y cargo had :flipped off toward: 
that end that \Vas a-float, ai.1d fo fallen into the 
,vater: I did n1y utmofc, by fetti!lg n1y back agz.infr 
the chefts, to keep then1 in their places, but could 
not thrufl: off the raft \vith all n1y ftrength, neither 
<lurfi I fl:ir fron1 the pofture I was in, but holding up 
the chefl:s with ail 111y n1ight, Hood in that n1anner 
near half a:i hcur, in ·which tirne the rifing of the 
water brought 1ne a Ettle :rno-;:e upon a level, and a 
little after, the water ftill rifing, n1y raft floated 
again, and I thruit her off \Yith the oar I had, into 
the chani.1el, and the:1 d.riviP P- up hi r,·her, I at length 

0 0 u 

found myfelf in the 111outh of a little riYer, with 
land on both fides, and a fhong current or tide run
ning up ; I looked on both fides for a proper place 
to get to fl1ore, for I was not wiHi~1g to be driven 
too high up the river, hoping in ti:ne to fee for:1e 
{hip at fea, and therefore refolved to pl2.ce 111yfelf as 
near the co2.fr as I could. · 

..t\..t length If pied a little CO'/e on the right f'1ore of 
the creek, to ,vhich "·ith great 1)ain anJ. difficulty J 
guided my raft, and at bfl got fo ne:ir, a3 thJt, 

rcs.ching 
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n.:achi:1;-: r!round ,vith 111v oar, I coulcl thrufl het' 
~ u J 

dire2dy in ; bi:t here I had like to have dipt all rrry 
c~rgo in the fea again; for that iborc lying pretty 
fieep, that is to fay Doping, there was no place to 
hnd, bnt where one end of the float, if it run on 
:fhore, would lie fo high, and the other fink lower as 
be.ore, thz:t it would endanger n1y cargo again: all 
that I couid do, ,v2.s to ,vait 'till the tide was at the 
highefi, keeping the raft with my oar like an anchor 
to hold the fide of it fafi to the fhore, near a flat piece 
of ground, which I expeaed the water would flow 
over ; and fo it did : as foon as I found water enough, 
for 111y raft drew about a foot of water, I thrufl her 
on upon that flat piece of ground, and there fafl:ened 
or n1oored her by £licking 111y t,vo broken oars into 
the ground ; one on one fide near one end, and one 
on the other fide near the other end; and thus I lay 

\ 

till the water ebbed a,vay, and left n1y raft and all 
n1y cargo fafe on fuore. 

:IVIy next work ,vas to View the country, andfeek a 
p~cp~r place for n1y habitation, and where to fiow 1ny 
goods, to fecure them fr0111 whatever might happen; 
,.vhcre I \Vas I yet knew not; whether on the continent 
or on an ifland, whether inhabited, or not inhabited, 
·yrhether in danger of wild beafts or not : there ,vas a 
hill not above a mile fron1 n1e, v,;hichrofe up very frcep 
auJ. high, and v.hich feen1ed to over-top fcnne other 
hills which lavas in 2. ridg-e frmn it northward,· I took 

J 0 

out one of the fovding pieces, aTJ.c: one of the pifiols, 
and an horn of pow·<ler, and thus 2.rmed I travelled 
fordifcoycryuptothc top of that hill, whcre,aftei· Ihad 
with great labour and difficulty go to the top, I faw 
my fates to 111y great affiidion, '"viz. that I W~ls in an 

ii1a.nLl 
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j{Iand environed every way with the fea, no land to 
be feen, except fome rocks which lay a great way 
off, and two fmall iiiands lefs than this, which lay 
about three leagues to the we!l:. 

I found alfo that the ifland I ,vas in was barren, 
and, as I faw good reafon to believe, uninhabited, 
except by ,vild beafls, of whom however I faw none, 
yet I faw abundance of fowls, but knew not their 
kinds, neither when I killed then1 could I tell vvhat 
,vas fit for food, and what not; at my coming back, 
I :fhot at a gre~t bird, ,vhich I faw fitting upon a tree 
on the fide of a great wood, I believe it vvas the firfl 
2:un that had been fired there fince the creation of the ._, 

·world ; I had no frJOner fired, but fro1n all the parts of 
the wood there arofe an innun1erable number of fowls 
of n1any forts, making a confufed fcrean1ing, and 
crying every one according to his ufual note ; but 
not oae of them of any kind that I knew: as for the 
creature I killed, I took it to be a kind of a hawk, its 
colour and beak refembiing it, but had no talons or 
claws rnore than c01nn!on, its fleih ,vas carrion, and 
fit for nothing. 

Contented ·with this difcovery, I can1e back: to 111y 
raft, and fell to work to bring my cargo on fhore, 
y;_,hich took me up the rd1: of that day, and ,vhat to 
do \\ith 1nyfelf ;:it night I knew not, nor indeed \-;,here 
to reft ; for I ·\"vas afraid to' lie do,vn on the ground, 
not kno_wing but fome Y:ild beaH: n1ight devour 1ne, 
though, as I afterwards found, there ,,·as really no 
need for thofe fears. 

I-Io,Ycver, as well as I could, I b:i.rricado' d myfelf 
round ,vith the chcfts and boc:.rds that I had brought 
on ihore, and made a kind of a hut for that night's 

VoL. I. F lodging; 
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lodging; as for food, I yet faw not which way (O 

fupply n1yfelf, except that I had feen two or three 
creatures like hares run out of the wood where I !hot 
the fowl. 

I now began to confider, that I n1ight yet get a 
great n1any things ~ut of the {hip, which ",vould be 
ufeful to 111e, and particula:dy fome of the rigging, 
an.d fails, and fuch other things as rn,ight come to 
land, and I refolved to n1ake another voyage on 
board the veifel, if poffible ; and as I knew that the 

, firft D:orm that blew mufl nece:ifarily break her all in 
pieces, I refolved to fet all other things apart, 'till I 
got every thing out of the fhip that I could get ; then 
I called a council, that is to fay, in 1ny thoughts,, 
whether I fhould take back the raft, but this appeared 
imptaaicable ; fo I refolved to go as before, ,vhen. 
the tide was dov1n, and I did fo, only that I I'uipped 
before I went fron1 rn,y hut, having nothing on but 
a chequfred fh.irt, and a pair of linen trowfcrs, and 
a pair of pmnps on n1y feet. 

I got on board the {hip, as before, and prepared a; 

fecond raft, and having had experience of the firfl:, I 
neither 1nacle this fo unweild y, nor loaded it fo hard, 
but yet I brought away fever:i..l thin.gs very ufeful to 
me ; as firfl:, in the carpenter'"s fiores, I found two or 
three bags full of nails and fpikes, a great fcrew-jack 1 

a dozen or two of hatchets, and above all, that n1ofl 
u[eful thing called a grind ftone; all thefe I fecure<l 
together, with feveral thinQ"s belonginQ" to· the o·un-

o " b 

ner, particularly tv,·o or three iron ctows, and two 
barrels of 1nufqnet-bullets, fevcn mufquets, and 
another fowling-piece, with fon1e fmall quantity of 
powder n1ore ; a large bag full of final! !hot, and a 

great 
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great roll of fheet lead: but this laft was fo heavy, I 
could not hoift it up to get it over the fhip's fide. 

Bcfides thefe things, I took all the men's cloaths 
that I could find, and a f pare fore-top-fail, han1mock, 
and fome bedding ; and with this I loaded my fecond 
raft, and brought then1 all fafe on {hore, to my very 
great cmnfort. 

I ,Yas under fome apprehenfions during my abfence 
from the land, that at leaft my provifions might be 
devoured on fhore ; but when I came back, I found 
no fign of any vifitor, only there fat a creature like a 
wild cat upon one of the chefi:s, which when I came 
towards it, ran a'\vay a little diftance, and [hen ftood 
Hill; fhe fat very con1pofed, and unconcerned, and 
looked full in my face, as if fhe had a n1ind to be 
acquainted with 1ne; I prefented 111y gun at her, but 
as fhe did not underfl:and it, {he was perfecrly 
uncm1cerned at it, nor did {he offer to ftir away ; 
upon which I toifcd her a bit of bifcuit, though by the 
way I wa8 not very free of it, for 111y fi:orc ,vas not 
great: howe-ver, I fpared her a bit, I fay, and :fhe 
went to it, frnelled of it, and ate it, and looked, as 
pleafe<l, for 1nore, but I th2.nked her, and could 
fpare no 1nore ; fo fhe 1narchcd of[ 

IIaYing got 1ny fecond cargo O:i."l fhore, though I 
was fain to open the barrels of powder, ci.lld bring 
then1 by p2crcels, for they ,vere too heaYy, being 
large caiks, I went to work to n1zlke 1ne a lirtlc '"cnt 
with the fail and f01ne poles w~1ich I cut for that 
purpofe, and into this tent I brought e\ ery thing that 
I knew would fpoil, either with rain or fun, anJ 
I piled all the empty chefrs and cafks up in a circle 

F 2 round 



LIFE AND ADVENTUl'..:F.5' 

round the tent, to fortify it fro1n any fudden atterripr-J 

either frorn n1an or beafi. 

\Vhen I had done thi& I blocked up the door of 

the tent ,~:ith fome boards within, and an empty 

chefis fet up an end without, and fpreading one of 

the beds upon the ground, laying n1y t\vo pifiols 

juil at my head, and n1y gun at length by n1e, I ,vent 

to bed for the firil tin1e, and flept very quietly all 
night, for I was very weary and heavy, for the night 

before I had ilept little, and had laboured very hard 

all day, as well to fetch all thofe things from the fhip, 

as to get then1 on ihore. 

I had the biggefl magazine of all kinds no\.v that 

ever were laid up, I believe, for one man; but I was 

not fatisfied !till; for while the {hip fat upright in 

that pofiure, I thought I ought to get every thing out 

of her that I could; fo every day at low water I went 

on board1 and brought away fome thing or other: 

but particularly the third time I went, I brought 

away as much of the rigging as I could, as alfo all 

the fmall ropes and rope-tv.rine I could get, v, ith a 

piece of fpare canvafs, which was to n1end the fails 

upon occafion, and the barrel of wet gun-powder: in 

a word, I brought away all the fails firil and Ian, only 

that I was fain to cut then1 in pieces, and bring as 

n1uch at a time as I could; for they \Vere no n1ore 

ufeful to be fails, but as n1eer canvafs only. 

But that which con1forted me more ftill, was, that 

at lafr of ail, after I had made five or fix fuch voyages 

as thefe, and thought I had nothing more to exped 

from the ihip that was worth my 1ncdling with; I fay, 

after all this, I founcl a great hogfl1ead of bread, and 
three 
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three brge runlets of rum or fpirits, and a box of 
f ugar, and a barrel of fine flower; this was f urprizing 
to me, becaufe I had given over expecting any n1ore 
provifions, except what was fpoil' d by the water: I 
foon emptied the hogihead of that bread, and wrapt 
it up, parcel by parcel, in pieces of the fails, which 
I cut out: and in a word, ! got all this fafe on iliore 
~1ifo. 

The next day I made another voyage ; and now, 
having plundered the {hip of \Yhat was portable and 
fit to hand out, I b~gan with the cables ; and cutting 

.the great cable intc Fieces, fuch as I could move, I 
got t,i'O cables and a ha\\ fer on iliore, with all the 
:iro1:-work I could get; and h:wing cut do•.vn the 
fpritfail-yard, and the 111izen-yard, and ev_ery thing I 
could to n1ake a large raft, I loaded it with all thofe 
heavy goods, and can1e away: but n1y good luck 
began now to leave rne ; for this raft ·was fo unweildy, 
and fG cverlad.en, that after I was entered the little 
cave, ,,here I had bnded the reft of my goods, not 
being able to guide it fo handily as I did the other, it 
overfet, and threw m.e and aH 1ny cargo into the 
water; as for H1) felf it was no great harm, for I was 
near the ihore; but as to my cargo, it \\as great part 
of it loft, .efpe:cially the iron, which I expected would 
hc1.ve been of gr.eat ufe to n1e: however, when the 
tide ,1ras out, I got mofl of tl1e pieces of cable dhore; 
~lnd fome of the iron, though with infinite labour ; 
for I w:is fain to dip for it into the ,v:iter, a i.vork 
which fatigued 111e very much ; after this, I went 
every day 011 board, and brought away what I 
couLi get., 

F 3 
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I had been now 1 .3 days on :lhore, and had been 
t 1 times on board the :lhip ; in which tin1e I had 
brought away all that one pair of hands could well be 

fuppofed capable to bring, though I believe verily, 

had the caln1 weather held, I :lhould have brought 

away the whole £hip, piece by piece: but preparing 
the 12th time to go on board, I found the wind 

began to rife ; however at low water I went on board, 

and though I thought I had rummaged the cabin fo 

effectually, as that nothing n1ore could be found, 

yet I difcoverecl a lock.er with drawers in jt, in one 

of which I found two or three razors, and one pair of 

large fciifars, Yi·ith fame ten or a dozen of good kni,·es 
and forks; in another I found about thirty fix pounds 

value in money, fo1nc European coin, fon1e Brojil, 

fome pieces of eight, fon1e gold, fome filver. 

I fmilcd to n1yfelf at the fight of this 111oney. 0 
Drug ! faid I, ,1..lond, Y'i'hat art thou good for ? thou 

art not worth to m.e, Eo not the taking off of the 

grounLl; one of thofe knives is ,vorth all this heap; I 
have no manner of ufe for thee, even remain where 

thou art, and go to the botton1 as a creature whofe 

life is not woi-th faving. IIo"vever, upon fccond 
thoughts, I took it aYvay, and w:·apping all tl:is in a 
piece of canvas, I bega11 to thii1k of making· another 
raft, bL,t while I v;as preparing this, I fm.1nd t1:: e fky 
over-care, and the ,vind began to rife, and in a 
quarter of an hour it ble\v a fre{h gale from the fa,Jrc; 

it prefently occurred to rn.e, that it was in vain to pre. 
tend to make a raft ,vith the ··wind off £bore, ancl that 

it was n1y bufinefs to be gone before the tide of flood 
began, otherwife I 1night net be able to reach the 

!horc 
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fuore at all; accordingly I let n1yfelf down into the 
water, and fyvan1 crofs the channel, which lay 
between the iliip and the fands, and even that with 
difficulty enough, partly with the weight of things I 
had about n1e, and partly the roughnefs of the water, 
for the ·wind rofe very hafi:ily, and before it vras quite 
high ,vater it blew a fi:orm. 

But I ,vas gotten hon1e to my little tent, where I 
lay with all 1"l1y wealth about me very fecure. It blew 
very hard all that night, and in the mornin?; when I 
loo}:.ed out, behold no 1nore :fhip ·was to be feen; I was 
a little f urprized, but recovered n1yfelf with this 
fatisfactory reflection, ,viz. That I had loft no time, 
nor abetted no diligence to get every thing out of her 
that coul<l be ufeful to me, and that indeed there was 
little left in her that I was able to bring away, if I 
had had more tin1e. 

I now gave over ~.ny more thoughts of the fhip, 
or of any thing out of her, except what n1ight drive 
on ihore fr0111 her wreck, as indeed divers pieces of 
her afterwards did; but thofe things were of fmall 
ufe to n1e. 

lVIy thoughts were now wholly employed about 
fecuring myfelf againil either favages, if any fhould 
appear, or w il<l beails, if any were in the ifland; and 
I had n1any thoughrs of the 111ethod how to do this, 
and ,vh:it kind of d-Neliing to 11.1ake; whether I Ihould 
make rne a CZt ve in the earth, or a tent upon the 
earth: and, in {hart, I refolved upon both, the 
n1anner and defcription of which it n1ay not be i1n
proper to give an account of. 

I foon found the place I was in was not for my 
fettlernent, particularly becaufe it was upon a low 

F 4 111oorifh 



LIFE AND ADV.ENTUR:CS 

1nooriih ground near the fea, and I belie-ved \VouIJ 
not be wholefome, and more particularly becaufo 
there was no frdh ,vater near it, fo I refolved to fiad 
a n1ore healthy and n1ore convenient fpot of ground. 

I confulted fe,·eral things in my fituation \\ hich I 
found would be proper for 1ne, 1 fr. Health, and 
frefh water, I juft now mentioned. 2dly, Shelter 
from the heat of the fun. 3dly, Security fron1 rave
nous creatures, ,vhether n1an or beaft. 4thly, .A view 
to the fea, that if God fent any fhip in fig\1t, I 111ight 
not lofe any advantage for my deliverance, of which 
I was not willing to banifh all n1y e1~peB:ation yet. 

In fearch of a place proper for this, I found a little 
plain on the fide of a rifing hill, whofe front towards 
this litttle plain 1aas fteep as a houfe-fide, fo that 
nothing could come down upon me from the top ; on 
the fide of this rock there "\V3.S ~ hollow place worn a 
little way in like the en~rance or door of a ca-ve, bat 
there was not really any cave or way into the rock 
at all. 

On the flat cf the green, jufl: before this hollow 
place, I refolved to pitch my tent : this plain w2.s n.ot 
abo,,e an hundred yards broad, and about t~;vice a~ 
lon~, and lay like a green before my door, and at 
the end of it defcendeJ. irregularly every ·way down 
into the low grounds by the foa-fide. It was un the 
.i:T .N. \:V. fide of the hill, fo that I was fl1eltcr(,d frmn 
the heat eYery day, till it came to a ~Vl. and by S. fun, 
or the~e:ibouts, which in thofe countries is near the 
fctting. 

Before I fet up my tent, I d1·ev1 a half circle 
before the hollow place, which took in about ten 
yards in its femi-dian1cter fro;n the rock, aL l 

twenty 
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h!.,enty yirds in its diameter, fro111 its beginning c<.nd 
ending. 

In this half circle I pitched two rows of {hong 
ftakes, driving them into the ground till they fiood 
very firm, like piles, the biggeft end being out of the 
ground about five foot and a hc1.lf, and fharpened on 
the top ; the two rows did not fi:z:ncl above fix hiches 
fron1 one another. 

Then I took the pieces of cable which I had cut in 
the fhip, and laid them in rows one upon another, 
·within the circle bet~.vccn thefc two rows of fiakes, up 
to the top, placing other ftakes in the inGde, leaning 
againfl them, abotlt t,vo foot and a :1~~lf high, like a 
fpur to a poft, and this fence \.Vas fo {hong, that 
neither man or beaft could get into it or over it : this 
r.:3ft n1e a great deal of tin1e and bbour, efpecially to 
cut the piles in the wcoJs, bring thcn1 to the place, 
and drive thcin into the earth. 

The ent1 ance into this place I n1ade to be not by 3. 

f10or, but Ly a foort ladder, to t;·o oYer the top, 
v:hich ladder, when I was in, I lifted c-ver after me, 
an<l fo I vras c0111pleatly fenced in, and fortified, as 
I thought, frmn ~i1l the wod<l, :ind confequcntly 11ept 
r • I • 1 l 

O 1 h 'f I l. I 1ecurc 1n t 1e rngnt, wmcn ot. enVL<: collld not 1a, c 
<lone, though as it app~·1rccl aftcnvard, there was no 

l F 11 . . . ,- 1 • 1 I ncel- o· -:- tr' ! 1 <' C'·' ·' "10·' .1--ov-1 tne n 11e 1'1' n" 1• "lt n pi,·-·e' - <.l i ... .J . J.. _1. L .... .L .:. .l.J. \....... .&...l .1 '-,,, ,.., .... l L c:...t . !."" !. -

hcnd~d d2..nger i'.'rom. 
Into th:s foncc or for:refa, with infinite labour, 

I c:~r· ed. ·111 ]1"; ,..:C~lC<' 'l il }1Y'IT ·1-,i·oyifion" "'ll'lff:}-(._.i,. .1. (. ._ .• _ .11 J._ ·'-"' , .. _ .... ""'"'] ;_ - -1 J..LU' c.t. "' .... 

nition anJ flor~3, of v, hich yoll lnve the accoEnt 
,,ho•rn "l'(l I 11:'1(.le 111"' ':'\ l-,s•rrP t 0 'l'L· \\' 1111°('11 {o p1•efe•1·\1C «. .... v '"'-'' tt.. .1. d." .!. --t- '-"' .1.<.~.Lt"J....., .\.....J. , . , l .a. · 

f t l • l • r t' 1ne roin ·nc rains, t 1at ill one pai·t or -ne year ~ire 
very violent there, I n'l:~de dou'b!e, viz. one L-1a1lcr 

t2:1t 
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tent within, and one larger tent above it, and covered 
the uppennofr with a large tarpaulin which I had 
faved an1ong the fails. 

Andnow I lay no 1nore for a while in the bed which 
I had brought on :fhore, but in a hammock, which 
was indeed a very good one, and belonged to the 
n12.te of the {hip. 

Into this tent I brought all 111y provifions, and 
ey2ry thing that would fpoil by the wet; and having 
thus enclofcd all my goods, I 111ade up the entrance, 
which till now I had left open, and f o paffed and re
paffcd, as I faid, by a fllort ladder. 

"\Vhen I had done this, I began to work n1y way 
into the rock, and bringing all the earth and fiones 
that I dug doy;rn, out through n1y tent, I kid the1n 
up within n1y fence in the nature of a terras, that fo 
it raifed the grou-ad ·within about a foot and a half; 
ancl thus I 1nade me a cave jufr behind n1y tent, 
,vhich frrve<l me like a cellar to n1y houfe. 

It cofr n1e n1uch labour, and many days, before 
dl thefe things \Vere brought to perfection, and 
therefore I nu1fl go back. to fmne other things which 

, r r , b ,\ 1 ,. • • tooK up 10111c or 111y tnoug .ts. ...._"""l_t t.1e 1ame tune 1t 

h:tppened, c1fter I had laid my fchcme for the fctting up 
rn.y t~nt, and nnking the c1ve, that a fiorn1 of rain 
falling fron1 a thick dark cloud, a f uclden f1afl1 of 
lightnlng h;:1ppenca, and after that a great clap of 
tLunder, as is naturally the effccr of it ; I was not fo 

r • 1 • h } l' 1 • I • l 1nuch 1urpnzC(c w1t t 1C 1gntn1ng, as was wit la 
thought v.hich darted into 111y r.1ind as fwift as the 
lightning itfdf: 0 1ny powder! my very heart funk. 
wi thin 111c, whcr~ I thought, that ?t one blafi: all my 
po\\' c.kr n1ight be dcihoycd : on vvhich, not my 

defence 
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,defence only, but the providing n1e food,, as I 
thought, entirely depended ; I was nothing near fo 
anxious about n1y own danger ; though had the 
powder took fire, I had never known who had 
hurt n1e. 

Such impreffion did this make upon me, that after 
the fionn was over, I laid afide all 111y works, my 
building, and fortifying, and applied n1yfelf to n1ake 
bags and boxes to feparz..te the powder, and to keep 
it a little and a little in a parcel, in hope, that what
ever n1ight c0111e, it rnight not all take fire at once., 
and to keep it fo apart, that it [hould not be poffible 
to n1ake one part f:.re another. I finifhed this work 
in about a fortnight, and I think 1ny powder, ,vhich in 
all was about 240 pounds ,veight, was divided in not 
kfs than a hundred parcels ; as to the barrel that had 
been ,vet, I did not app::.-chend any danger fr0111 that, 
fo I pbced it in rny new cave, which in n1y fancy I 
called my kitchen; and the refc I hid up and. 
down in holes among the rocks, fo that no wet 
111ight c01ne to it, rnarking yery carefully where I 
bid it. 

In the iDten·al of ti1nc \vhile this was doing, I 
\'vent out once at lcafr every day ,;vith 111y gun, as 
vell to divert 111yfelf, as to fee if I could kiil any 

thln.g fit for food, and as near as I could to acquai1. t 
myfclf v1ith ,vhat the ifland produced. The firft. 
time I ,vent cut I prt[cnt!y difcoH .. 1ccl that there 
were gozcts in the ifland, which ·was a great fatisfadion 
to n1e ; bt:t then it ,·vas 2.ttcnded ,vith this rnisfortune 
to 111e, '"uiz. that they were fo fhy, fo fubtlc, and fo 
f ·r Cr h . 1 n.. ,. ,,.,.. l l • • 1 WLt 01 Ioot, t at It W3.S tnc lTlO L Ult:1.Cli t tc11ag E1 t 1e 

world to con1c ,,t thc111 : but I ·ff:1.~ i1ot \.lifcour~.t,;t'd 
0 
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at thi"', rwt do,.lbting but I might now and then !hoot 

cne, as it foon happened, for after I had found their 

haunts a little, I laid \vait in this manner for them : 

I obferved, if they faw n1e in the valleys, though they 

were upon the rocks, they would run away as in a 

terrible fright ; but if they \Yere feeding in the 

valleys, and I \Vas upon the rocks, they took no 

notice of n1e; from whence I concluded, that by the 

po.G.~ion of their optid~.s, their fight ,vas fo diretl:ed 

dow1nvc.rd, th,:.t they did not readily fee objects that 

were above thern; fo afterward I took this method, 

I al ways climb!:::d the rocks fir fr, to get above them, 

aDd then ha<l frequently a fair 111ark. The firil fhot 

I made among thefe crc~ltures, I killeJ a !he-goat, 

\':hich had a lit, le kid by her, ,vhich £he gave fuck to, 

which grieved rae hec1rtily ; but ,vhen the old one 

foll, the kid flood fiock frill by her till I c2.me and 

took. her up, and n.ot only fo, but ,vhen I carried 

the old one ·with 111c upoil n1y fhoulder:::, the kid 

folio,ved rne quite to 1ny enclofure, upon which I 

laid do\vn the dam, and took the kid in n1y arms, 

an<l carried it over my pale, in hopes to have bred 

it up t;imc, but it would not eat, fo I was forced to 

kill it and ez.t it r,1yfdf ; thcfe two f upplied n1e with 

flefh a great while, for I e~1t iparingly; and faved 1ny 

provifions (1ny b;.-cad cfpecially) ~s rnuch as poffibly 

I could. 
1-·,·1v,~11T no,v fi.xcLl Hl)~ habitation, I found it 
J _;i.e.. ... ' J. ... .. o 

abfolu:cly neceffo .. ry to provi<le a place to make a fire 

i:1, :1nJ. fewel to ourn ; ~1:1d ,\"hat I did for that, as 

alfo how I enlarged my ca•re, and what conveniences 

I n,.adc, I [hall give a full account of in its place: 

b:.1t I n1u!l firfr gln; fome little 2.ccount of myfelf, and 
;• 

or 
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J 111y thoughts about liYing, which it n1ay well be 

fi.1ppofed ,vere not a few·. 
I had a difrnal profpecr of n1y condition ; for as 

I lvas not caft away upon -that iiland ·without being 

driven, as is faid, by a violent fionn quite out of the 

courfe of our intended voyage, and a great ·way, viz. 
fome hundreds of le~gues out of the ordinary courfc 

of the trade of 1nankind, I had great reafon to 

confider it as a determination of hea-ven, that in this 
defolate place, and in this defolate manner I {hould 

end my life; the tears would run plentifully do,vn 
n1y face when I made thefe reflections, and f01neti111,:;s 
I would expoflulate ,vith n1yfelf, wl: y Providence 

Jhould thus compleatly ruin his creatures, and render 

thern fo abfolutely 111ifer2.ble, fo ,vithout help 

abandoned, fo entirely depreifed, that it could 
hardlv be rational to be thankful for fuch a life. 

But fomething dways returned fwift upon me to 
check thefe thoughts, and to rep;-ove rne; and 

particularly one day, ,valking ,vith rn.y gun in n1y 

hand by the fea-fide, I was very penfive upon the 
f ubjea of n1y prefcnt conditicn, "hen reafon as 
it were expoflubting with n1e to' thcr i.i·ay, thus : 

1""!.,r ell, you arc in a defolate ccndition, 'tis true, but 

pray runen1ber, where are the rcfr of you ? Did 
not You con1c eleven of you into t~1c boat? vVhcre ., , 

are the ten? \Vhy were they not favcd and you lofl:? 

"\Vh y \",·ere you finglecl out? Is it better to be here or 
there ? and then I pointed to the fea. All evils are 

to be confidered with the good that is in them, and 
with ,vhat woric attended then1. 

Then it occurred to me again, how well I v;cas 
furnifhed for n1y fubfifiance, and what \vould h,we 

been 
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been my cafe if it had not happened, which czuas an 
hundred thoz~land to one, that the !hip floated from 
the place vYhere :fhe firfr firuck, and was driven fo 
near the iliore that I had time to get all thefe 
things out of her : whz.t would have been n1y cafe~ 
if I L.1d been to have lived in the condition in which 
I at firfr c2.me on :fhore, without neceifaries of life, 
or neceifaries to fupply and procure then1? particularly 
faid I, aloud, (though to 111yfelf) what fhould I have 
done wi1.hout a gun, without ammunition, without 
any tools to 111ake any thing, or to work with; without 
cloaths, bedding, a tent, or any 111anner of covering: 
and that no-w I had all thefe to a f ufficient quantity ; 
ctl1d ·was in a fair way to provide 1nyfelf in fuch a 
1nanner, as to live ·without my gun ,vhen n1y 
a~nmu11i-tion was fpent ; fo that I had a tolerable 
vie"\"v of fubfifling, without any want, as long as I 
liveu ; for I confidered from the beginning how 
I fhould proYide for the accidents that 111ight happen:> 
~nd for the time th:1.t ,Yas to come, even not only 
after my an1munition {hould be fpent, but even after 
n1y he1lth or {hength {hould decay. 

I confefs I had not entertained any notion of my 
a1nn1unition beinr; ddhoyed at one blaft, I n1ean 1ny 
pD-.vder being blown up by lightning, and this 111ade 
th~ thoughts of it fo f urprifing to me when it 
lightcn~d and thundercJ, as I obfcn·ed juft now. 

1\.ncl no,,v, being about to enter into a n1clancholy 
relation of a fcene of filent life, fuch pe:d12.ps as was 
ne,·er heard of in the world before, I :fhall take it fron1 
its bcgi11ning, and continue itin its order. It was, byn1y 
account, the 30th of September ·when, in the manner 
as abovefaid, l' firfr fct foot upon this horrid ifland, 

when 
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\\ hen the fun being, to us, in its aut'..lmnal equinox, 
was almofr juil over my head, for I reckoned rn.yfelf, 
by obfervation, to be in the latitude of 9 degrees 22 
n1inutes north of the line. 

After I had been there about ten or twelve days., 
it ca1ne into my thoughts, that I fhould lofe n1y 
reckoning of tin1e for want of books, and pen and 
ink, and fhould even forget the fabbath days fron1 
the working days ; but to prevent this, I cut it \Vith
my knife upon a large pofi:, in capital letters, and 
tnaking it into a great crofs, I fet it up on the fhore 
where I firfi landed, viz. I came on /here here on the 
3 oth of Sept. 1659. Upon the fides of this fquarc 
pofi:, I cut every day a notch with my knife, and 
every feventh notch was as long again as the reft, 
and every firfi day of the n1onth as long again 
ns that long one; and thus I kept my calendar, or 
weekly, n10nthly, and yearly reckoning of time. 

In the next place we are to obferve, trat among 
the 1nany things which I brought out of the ihip in 
the feyeral voyages, which, as aboven1entioned, I 
made to it, I got fevc::al tLiegs of lefs value, but 
not all lefs ufeful to me, v.rhich I ornittteLl fetting 

l b .c • • I . l • uown e1.ore ; as 1n part1cu ar, pens, 1nK, and paper, 
., 1 l . h . ~ ' ' 1evera parce s El t e capt,un .s, natc s, gunner s:t 
and carpenter's keeping, three or fonr con1paf1C!-', 
:1. l · 1 • n , · I r ,--, • ome 1~1at 1en1atica1 1n1i:.ruments, cna s, pen peen vc~, 
-charts, and books of navigation, ail \,-hich I huddkd 
together, ,vhether I 1night Vi"ant tbcn1 or no ; alio 
I found three very good bibles which came to 
1ne in my cargo fron1 England, and \vhich I had 
packed up among my things; forn.e Por~ugucze books 

al[o, 
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alfo, ancl among then1 two or three popifh praycr .. _
books, and feyeral other books, all which I carefully 
fccurcci. And I n1ufl: not forget, that ·we had iri the 
fhiJ? a dog and t'wo cats, of whofe eminent hifl:ory 
I m;iy have occafion to fay fomething in its place; 
for I carried both the cats with n1e; and as for the 
dog, he jurnped out of the fl1ip of himfelf, and fwan1 
o:;i fnore to n1e the day after I \vent on fhore with 
r:.1y firfl cargo, and Vi'as a trufl:y fervant to me many 
years ; I wanted nothing that he could fetch me, 
nor any con1pany that he could 1nake up to me; 

I only ·wanted to have him talk to rne, but that he 
could not do : as I ob{erved before, I found pen, 
inl-:. and paper, and I huilianded then1 to the utrnoft; 
and I fhall fhev:, that while n1y ink lafl:ed, I kept 
things very exact ; but after that was gone, I could 
not; for I could not n1ake any ink, by any 1neans 

thu.t I cou:d ucvite. 
And this put 111e in n1ind that I wanted many 

things, notwithfranding all that I had amaffed 
together ; and of thefe, this of ink was one, as alfo 
fpac!e, pick-axe and {hovel, to dig or remove the 
earth; needles, pins, and thread ; as for linen,. 
I foon learned to '\Yant that without 1nuch difficulty. 

This want of tools made every work I did go on 
hc:ivi!y, and it was near a whole year before I had 
entirely finiihcd my little pale or furrounded 
habitation: the piles or flakes, ·which ,vere as 
hca vy as I could vrell lift, Vi'ere a long time ~n cutting 
and preparing in the woods, and 1nore by far in 
brinP'in;_T home,· fo that I foent fometimes two da)~s 

0 ll 1 

in cu tling and bringing ho1ne m:e of thofe pofts,, 
d 1 . d <l . 1 • • • • ' l r an a t "l!r zi.y 111 clnvmg 1t into tne gi-ounc ; ior 

which 
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,, h~::1 pur_ro!'~ I got a heavy piece of wood at.firfc, 
but at l,t:1: Let.bought 111yfelf of one of the i:·on crO\\'S, 
,\-hi,::h hr,,xcvl.'r, though I found it, yet it n1ade driv
ing tho~t! pofts or piks very labm:ious and tee.lieus \vork. 

But what need I have been concerned at the 
teJioufn~fa of any thing I had to do, fel::iEg I had 
tim~ e110Egh to do it in, nor had I any other 
employment if that had be:::n over, at leafi:, that I 
could forefee, except the ranging the ifland to feek 
for food, "hich I did e.1ore or lefs every day. 

I now began to confider feriouuy 1ny condition, 
and the circumftance I was reduced to, and I drew 
up the frate of n1y affairs in writi~1g, not fo nn1ch 
to leave thcn1 to any thcH were to co1nc after n1e, for 
I \'>as like t() have but few heirs, as to ckiircr 1ny 
thoughts fron1 daily poring upon then1, and afilicting 
my min.cl; and as n1y reafon begz.n 110,11.' to mafler 
ray defpondency, I began to comfort myrelf as well 
as I could, a11d to fet the good ~igainft the evil, that 
I might have fornethi:a

0
n· to diflinrtuifh 111v cafe from 

0 J 

worfe; and I Hated it very impar~iaily, like debtor 
and creditor, the con1forts I enjoyed againfl the 
1njforics I f L.ffc:·eJ, th~s : 

l mn ca.fl Z✓irJJZ a horri
ble, dtfol~lfe !flan I, 'Void cf 
1d! l-r.,,pe rf re,'CO'i)r.ry. 

f ,,·,-z fi,zg!,:d oz:t and 
.f.par.I.c.,'J, as ;t cz::ere,Jrom 
all the ii.:orld, to le mifcra
l lc. 

Yc>r .. 1. 

Good. 
Bur I am a!i·vf, and 

not droicncd,as all my/hip's 
(OJJJ/>any 'i..C.:llS. 

But I am ji,lglc:d au! too 
fr;;:n all the jhip' s rr!l'lU tc, 
be /part~ /rem death ; all.,! 
he that miracu.':-.zfl~v .fa-,.Jc:.l 
me Jrcm dea:h, rLrn de/i'7..1cr 
me from this condit ·on. 

G lam 
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Evil. 

I am divided frum man

kind, a fo!itaire, one ba

nijhed from human fociety. 

I ha'l·e not ckaths to 
Co'l.;er me. 

I am :z.cithout any de
fence or means to ref,fl any 

violence of man or beqfl. 

I have no foul to /peak 
to, or rclie·ve JllCr 

Good. 

But I am notflar·ved and 
perifhing on a barren place~ 
cjfording no fi!ftenance. 

But I am in a hot cli
mate, where if I had cloatbs 

I could hardly v.,:car them. 

But I am co.fl on an 

!J!and, 'where I Jee no 'wild 
beqfls to hurt me, as I Jacz.u 
on the coqfl of .Africa : and 

'i..uhat if I had been Jhip
'lc:reckcd there? 

But God rzoonde1fullyfant 
the /hip in near enough to 
the Jhore that I have got
ten out Jo many nec(!Jary 
things as u:ill either Jupp!y 
my <zi)ants, or enable me to 
jtf>ply m_1fdf e~ .. :en a.r fang 
as I kvc. 

l 1 pon the whole, here ,1·as an undoubted tefli
mony, that there was fc~rce any condition in the 

world fo miferable, but there was fomething negatic-L·e 

or fomething p_ojiti'L·e to be thankful for in it ; and let 

this ftancl as a direction from the experience of the 

n10fi: miferable of all conditions in this \·rorld, thc1t we 
may 
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n1ay ahvays find in it fon1ething to comfort ourfelves 
from, and to fet in the defcription of good and e·-.:il, 
on the credit fide of the account. 

Having now brought n1y n1ind a little to reli{h 
n1y c:ondition, and given over looking out to foa, 
to fee if I could fpy a fhip; I fay, giving over thefe 
things, I began to apply n1yfelf to accommodate n1y 
way of living, and to make things as eafy to n1e as I 
could. 

I have already defcribed my habitation, which 
was a tent under the fide of a rock, f urrounded with 
a !hong pale of pofi:s and cables, but I might now 
rather call it a wall, for I raifed a kind of wall up 
againfr it of turfs, about t,,ro foot thick on the out
fide, and after fome ti1ne, I think it was a year and 
half, I raifed rafters fro111 it, leaning to the rock, 
and thatched or covered it with boughs of trees; and 
f uch th:ngs as I could get to keep out the rain, 
·which I found at fame times of the year very 
violent. 

J. have already obferved how I brought all n1y 
goods i!1to this pale, and into the cave which I 
had 1nade behind me : but I n1uic obferve too that 
at firfr this was a confufed heap of goods, which as 
they lay in no order, fo they took up all my place, 
I had no rc01n to turn myfelf; fo I fet n1yfclf to 
enlarge 1ny cave and works farther into the earth ; 
for it Vi'as a loofe fan<ly rock, which yielC:.ed eafily to 
the bbour I befl:o-wed on it: and fo when I founJ I 
was pretty fafe as to beaH:s of prey, I ,vorked fide
ways to the right hand into the rock; and then, 
turning to the right agatn, w01+cd quite out, and 

G i 1nade 



1 •• uk 1 c a door to come out, on the outfi<le of my 
pak or f~):-tifr·ation. 

This '- · ~- e rn~ not onl~T q:::·efs and re~refs, as it 
, ,. 'L.:' a •,:::~:~-v. ~1y t•) 11 .y t( nt and to n1y f .. orc-:10ufe, 
b ~ 1 "'Ut crilr~ 1ne rooLl to , _,-.,w r1y gooc.d. 

,\. u' 1 ) ·v I t·v-'o-"11 ~o " ~ 'v 111 ).r l1· to n,:1 1·, f· I\ ~ ~., \. ~ n L u. ,. • • _ · ....... e _ c 1. \.,_) .I. ... ,J 

1}(!( 1...,ffa1) t 1li l, •c as I lll 1.ll...d l wo.il wantt.d, parti( t 1lct;ly 
a d:air ~:nd a t~Jk ; f<.1r \\ id ot~t t!1c.L: I \'i ~s net ,.b!e 
ti, .._•1 :uv the L.v comfn!~, lh~-d in lhcwu:-ld ,· I could l • 

n >t \1 ;:t~ or c,.t, or c.o ~t-vc1 ,:l thi11~3 ,vith fl) n1uc:i1 
I k ar,u e "'- ~, h, iu a t~.hli:. 

t,L> J ,., · .t tn Vv•Jrk; and l·cc I nL~fl ne (~.; c./:.,L:·Yc, 
th..:.t 2..:i ll ,. rl ~l i., the fl.l)ita:lCc i:"i.!ld 0~ ;'<nal (JI L~e (_) 

111,~ .hcnia.t~cks, fo by 11.ating and fqua1i11~ e, c..ry 
l • • r ·l r 1 • 1 fl . 1 tu i.l,... L··: rc:11vn, anL oy 1na1 El')•· tile r~i< .t J1.LH•i1~. C • ~ 

it!lln ,1 e11t of f,ino-s, cY(J} n1an 1n,y be ~n tiltlC - (., \..) 

rn till r c,f cverv El~ci ~rnick art. I hac.: n~Yer l::.ndletl ,; 

a tod ia my i: "r, and yet in tin1e b; lato1..1r, appli
rdi ,n c:nLl C(J 1t1ivancc, I fc,und at Lfl: that I \\ant~tl 
nc thirv· )l t T conlJ haYc 1,1 aJe i~, Ci 1:xiall)r if I had 

'' 
.l ha,J to,,~...; ; ltov.reYer, I n1,.dc abrnL~,::...nce of thi11(~' :> 

en:n \\ it!iout too 15, and f01ne \\ i· h no :nc-··e tv>ls 

l ' . , 
H t 1 

., "'t· I f \ J.J. ...... "'-' 
,I 

. , l , , , ,1. , ~I• L lv for Lut 
,I 

111•,Il. t!~,li1 I lud ;,_,r t 1 ~ :,:·o(.\;1ous 
tkal 
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a plan]- or board : but 111v time or i:: 1 ,Er \~ as , 
lit~le \v Orth, 
as anothei. 

, f. . 
a11a .1.0 1~ 

IL:rwever., I 111:.i.de r.1e a table anc! a clr1ir, a'-1 I 
obfer, c l abon~, il'l the firfl place, and this I <lid out 
of the ih0n pi:cc~ of boarJ.s t1nt I brought on n1y 
rafr fn 111 the {hip: but when I ha.d \\ roLrgl:t out 
f0111e board,', as :::bove) I made large {hckc~ c,[ th~ 
brca<lt:1 of a fo,,t 2.~h-1 a hal[ OL:: ov~r z.not: 1e.r, :dl 
alon,:i· one· ll(:~ oi :,iV G.Ye, to hnr all lPY tOG 1 ~, I'.2..lh, 0 • J . • 
<lnd ire il-wor:.;:., ~u1d i:1 a worL:, t0 fcparau: . .: L H.ry 
thin3' at large i11 ti.~cir rbc~s, t11c1r I rni)1t Ct,W~ 
eaf l y at thern ; I knocked pieces into the \',· 11 of 
the rod~ to hang my guns ~1;:~d all thins~ t~1at YI 011ld 
h~.nv trn. 0 1 

Go t:1,:t had 111y cave been to be fecn, ~t 1o~:1~i....J 
1'1 1

- .. "l n-,:,,1°-1al m·1•r""1~1<' of al11 ·1~1-,,..cll:,,. T 1 l·1· · ,.. • ··rid ... ~_. t..l. C)\..,l \.., c .. 0 ci/.....,,....._ - C _ (...'--. .-. u.,..-.) l. • 1.1<..
1

,1 ' c1. 

I ha<l eYcry thing lo rea(ly at 1ny h~i:1d, t~1~tt it v ~~:-; 
a great plea!··-1re to n1e to fee zll E1y gooJs i.1 Ilt<.h 
ord r, 2nJ e[pcciaay to find n1y Hock of ~a rn ... t.:, .. S. 
farie., fo great. 

Aad L.ow it w?s that I be~~an to keep a jnnrnctl 
o[ every cbv'<; cmnlov111ta: ·, fl); i:-idccJ at fir:t l Vvc_s , J. • 
• l ? m too 1._uc11 a 1.:.1rry ; £.::J 11( t n~.d y h:.:r r? : .~ to 
I.,',' ' . . i . , .. • ,._ l 1. !' ~ .. f ' . . 1 I U.. / } •• !' .. h.L l!l ll.0 11.,!C l CtLCL>1 •• 1 o. ~l C ') ll.l I '-·, :ltl'...l. . 1 1, l l f lJ ,. ' ,, 1 • 1 :y 'OUr112. :v ,u u. .. ave 1.Jccn t.1. or 11.li:~!lV c'uil l:11:u,f:. . () 1◄ or ex~.mplc, I rr :: :i l .~l :c [,till i.h t' ; : ::,:, 

1
):' • . 1 c .> )1 h, 

2.~~~r I got to fhore, ;_ind h,td dc::t~"'c.J C:lOV,Itil'f?;, 
i.nHcaJ o.fL~in;- rh:1.krd to Cod ;o:· 1ny ddin'1c1!1r~, 
L2.\ ln;; firfl vomitcJ \'\ ith the great qua1 ... tity of fc lt 
"~.tcr \\ hich , Tas g1~te:1 :nto 111y fiomach, and 
r~covcn~b 111~·.:ei.f a little, I ran a1...,ol!t th~ {ho,..~, 
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wringing n1y hands, and beating my head and face, 

exclaiming at 1ny mifery, and crying out, I was 

undone, undone ; till tired and faint I ,vas forced to 

lie do,vn oa the ground to repofe, but duri1: not ileep 

for fear of being devoured. 

Some days after this, and after I had been on 

board the ihip, and got a11 that I could out of her, 

yet I could not forbear getting up to the top of a 

little n1oqntain, and looking out to fea in hopes of 

feeing a £hip ; then fancy at a vaft difiance I fpied a 

fail ; pleafe myfelf v:ith the hopes of it ; and then 

after lool..ing fieadily till I was almofr blind, lofe it 

quite, and fit do,vn and \Veep like a child, and thus 

encreafe my n1ifery by my folly. 

But h3.ving gotten over thefe things in _fon1e 

meaf ure, and having fettled n1y houfhold-fl:uff and 

habitatio;i, made 1ne a table and a chair, and a}l 

as handfome about n1e as I could, I began to keep 

my jourr1al, of which I {hall here give you the copy, 

(though in i[ will be told all thefe particulars over 

again) as long ,'~s ~t lafied; for having no n1ore ink, 

I was forced to leave it oft: 

THE J O U P N A L. 

September 30, I 6 59. 

I POOR miferableRobin/on Crufoe, being:fhipv1rr>cked, 
during a dreadful ftorm, in the offing, came en 

:fhore on this dif1nal rn1fortunate iihmd, which I called 

the [!land of Dcjpair, a:l the refl: of the {bip's con1-

pany being dro,vncd, and myfclf ahnofl: dead. 
All the re.ft of that clay I fpent in aillicting rnyfelf 

at the difo.1al circu1ni1.:ances I was brought to, viz, I 
had 
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had neither food, houfe, cloaths, weapon, or place 
to fly to, and in <lefpair of any relief, faw nothing 
but death before me, either that I fhould be devoured 
by wild beafrs, n1Ln-thered by favages, or fiarved to 

death for want of food. At the approach of night 
I ilept in a tree, for fear of wild creatures, but ilept 
fcundly though it rained aH night. 

Oaober 1. In the morning I faw to n1y great 

furprife the {hip had floated with the high tide, and 
was driven on :fhore again n1uch nearer the iiland, 
,vhich as it v.ras fon1e con1fort on one hand, for feeing 
her fit uprigl~t, and not broken to pieces, I hoped, 
if the ,vind abated, I n1ight get on board, and get 

fome food and neceifaries out of her for rny relief; 

fo on the other hand, it renewed my grief at the lofs 
of my con1rades, vv ho I in1agined if we had all ftaid 
on board might have faved the {hip, or at leafi: that 
they would not have been all drowned, as they \Vere ; · 

and that, had the n1en been faved, we might perhaps 
have built us a boar out of the ruins of the :fhip, to 
ha-ve carried us to fome other part of the world. I 
fpent great part of this day in perplexing myfelf on 
thefe things ; but at length, feeing the fhip almofl dry, 
I went upon the fand as near as I could, and then 
fv.ran1 on board; this day ,.dfo it continued raining, 
though with no wind ~t all. 

From the 1fr of ODober to the 24th. J\Jl thefe 
<l2.vs e:1tirel,1r foent in many fevcral vo-;•3.g·es to 

, -'" j (._ 

£Ct all I could out of the fuin, which I brouo·ht 
~ L b 

on fhore, every tide of flood, upon rafts. I\'.(uch 

rain alfo in rhefe days, though with fon1e intervals 

of fair we2.th"r : but, it feems, this was the rainy 
feafon. 
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Oa. 20. I O'{erfet my raft, and all the :;ooc1s I 
hz.d got up upon it ; but bcii1g i~1 fho~.i \V2.~c:r, and 
t!1~ th:n;;s being chi~Ry heavy, I rcco-:. ereJ n:aHy o; 
the111 ,., hen the ti<lc was out. 

Oct. 25. It rained all ni3·ht and ali day, y;id1 
fomc guH:s of w;nd, duri1:6 Yrh~-..:h time tc~ fr,ip 
b··~ - ., ;11 p:•,ce~ the \"'1· 1lrl 10110,, ~-1r.· a 1=··,c h")1 1"r iv ... ~...., ... ·- v, 1 • "''--"' \-J.1 0 c ill1 '-l L!.~ 

th2n be:o:·~, alid \7as no rnorc: to be foen, e~cc:)t 
the \Vl\X,_ o~ her, and that only at low water. I 
f , . , . . 1 f. . I pent tr rn Lt,:y 111 cov(nug a~1u e::.:rm.c:;· t 1::.: ;;oo( ~ 
,vhi~h [ had favcJ, tL~.t n1i11 11iigh~ 111)t frc,il 
thern. 

0.1. ;:,6. I w2lk,xl about th~ ihore a\1w!1 all <lay, 
to fin\.1 out a place to fi. - my haL;t~ :-i m") ri;n:atiy 
concc1ned to fLctirc rnyldr· fron1 any atta~\ jn the 

. I . , t· . ' l b r• ' ' n1c:· lt, Cl~ 1Cr iOlll \VIL carts or lllt'll. l (,W,.H1 f'i 

n~'~ht I fixc l upon a proper place l1El!tr a ;·c1c1~, and 
J.11aA·k1...J cut a funi-cinJr, fui- my c11c~:t1pr!1c11t, \1• hid1 
I refolved t,, ftrcngtLcn ,.-i~h a v:o~·!<:, wall, (,r Ic>l l i~ 
fic1.tic,n 1nz~de of doubt~ pik.,, l:nccl \v il!1in \\ it L Cc!.~1lc, 

l · , • 1 C ant w1~1:out w1t11 tun. 

Frc:n the 26tL to the 30th I ,...,.orLeJ v~Tf h~rd 
in c4rrying all 1ny goods to my uew La~ :tation, 
ti·o::gh forn.; par~ of the ti111e it iJ.L.L <l tX~1:.cJi11::; 
h ... r l. 

'1 he JI fl ir the morn in~ I wc.nt ot ~ into th~ 
·:;a1 (l '.Lh :n,, <,lu1., to frc fer for:,c foe J, :111J (lifcqvcr ,I (.1 ✓ 

the country; v. hen I ki!!eJ a fhe ~-o;._t, auJ her LiJ 
[cJHowed me hor:1.::!, which I a'·t~r1.aa!s _1-ilkd al:o, 
lxcaufe it \1;'ou1d not LL<l. 

JvrF1..·:.mbcr 1. I let up 1ny te!H unc.!.;r a rod·, and 1.-i y 
thcrt- icL the f:r!l nirrl1t, making• it as Ltr :e as I codd 0 L C, 

,vid1 fL1l~cs d1 i\·en in to f,vinci li y l1arnmock upon . 

.L\To7.:, 2. 
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lv~ •7J. 2. I fet up all rny chefts and boards, :lnd 
. r . b 1 . l . ,.. l . ' the pieces or tan er ,1. ~=c~1 n:iaue my -ralts, anc \Ylin 

tl1c1n forn1ed a fence rouecl e.1e, a little within t:1e 
p~acc I had marked out for my fortification. 

I • l l k .. 1 l l /:;.-u. 3. went out \Y1t.1 rny gun, an\_ ~Il1ec 
f I 1·1 l . , . . . t\vo O\Y s 1i-::.e c.. ucr-::s, ,v·.-.i~n "\Ycrc very gooct 

food. In the afte:.,r~10011 ,ven.t to -rvorL to n1aLe rn.e 
a table. 

lluv. 4. This mo•:t1ing I began to order n1y ti1nes f 1 r- ' ., • +11 o wnr1-c, or gon1g out w1t11 my gun, t1n1e 01 ue,cp, 
anJ. time of Ji •rer!!on ; '<--'1·z.= eveTy morninQ,· I Yvalked 
out with my gun for t,\ o or three hours, if it did not 
rai. , then en\Jloycd il~yfolf to wo~ \ tiil about eleven 
o'clock, tL~n eat ..-..vh2.t I had to live on, and fro~n 
twdvc to t•:,(, I t.y do-Tn to :f1eeD, the 'iveather bei110· • L U c.:xcd1i\·e hot, anJ then in the cve!1ing to ,vork 
again : the ,vorl'-ing part of t~1is c.1cq and of the 
next were whollv cmnlo-;,ecl in 1nakin ... - n1u taLlc, fer J i O J 

I Wc,S yet but a Yery forry ,vorkm·111, thot1gh 
ti:ne and necefiitv n1ade n1e a comnl.2at natutal J ! 
1ncch;1nick foon after, us I believe it would do any one dfe . 

.LVo•v. 5. This <lay ,vent 2..broad Y1ith my gun zind 1 ] I · 11 1 • I , 1 fl . ,. r-
ln , .· (_ oo- 'lll(l Cl . u 'l v,· l· Cal·· ilPl' _..,n 1--··ett·)- 1'•)1' .. 

l.; Lb,c L~ c 11 _ . ,~-~ •~-1.l'i 1 ,.L, 
lJut her fidh good i~n- not~1in0; : cvc:·y creature I 
killed I took. off th~ {1 il13 ~lll':.~ preiervcd th~iL. 
Corni1 _; back by i I1c fe.t-i: ore I fa,v many forts o~ 
fca-fo\\ J ,, which I di l not c1i-:~r1tantl ; but \V,lS 
f .. 1 rp1·izell and <'.l 11101 fri , r Lt ed "\; iil1 two or t!1rcc '- ' 
fc~tl :, Y, l1ich, wLi:c I "\Lls gaz1ng at, not well 
11..nowin~ what they \ve1 ~, got into the fca, m1\.l 

l r 1 • efcclDCC. 111e iO!' tuat tlt:L. J. 

1'lov. 6. 
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1'to-v. 6. After my n1orning vvalk I went to work 
with my tabic again, a11d finiilied it, though not to 
n1y liking ; nor was it long before I learned to 
n1cnd it. 

l!ov. 7. l~ow it began to be fettled fair weather. 
The 7th, 8th, 9th, I oth, and part of the I 2th, 
(for the 1 Ith \Vas Sunday) I took wholly up to make 
me a chair, and \Vith much ado brought it to a tole. 
raLle ihape, but never to pleafe me; and even in 
the making I pulled it in pieces feveral ti1nes. 
Note, I foon neglea:ed my keeping Sundays, for 
omitLing rny 1nark for them oa 1ny pofl:, I forgot 
vvhich was which. 

1-lov. 13. This day it rained, which refrdhed me 
exceedingly, and cooled the earth, but it was accom
panied with terrible thunder and lightning, which 
frighted me dTeadfully for fear of my powder·: as 
foon as it \Vas over I refolved to feparate 1ny ftock of 
powder into as 1nany little parcels as poilible, that it 
111ight not be in danger. 

1\Tov. 14, I 5, I 6. Thefe three days I fpent in 
n1~l~ing little fquare chefts or boxes, ·which might 
hold about a pound, or t\vo pound, at mofc, of 
po,nler; and fo putting the powder in., I £towed it 
in places as fccure and remote fron1 one another as 
p0fiiblc. On one of thefc three days I killed a 
large bird that was good to cat, but I knew not 
\'\ hat to call it. 

~ - rr1 • l I 1 1' b h' , 1\o·v. 1 7. rns aay ocg:in to cug e1 111Q n1y t~nt 
into the rock, to n1ake room for my fa.rther conve~ 
nienr.y. llote, Three things I v.rantecl exceedingly 
for this 1.vcrk, ·viz. a picl;::-zi::c, a fhon:1, and a wheel-

bar!· ow 
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barrow or baiket, fo I defifled from my work, and 
began to confider how to fupply that want, and make 

* .c h n1e fon1e tools : as for a pi ck-axe, I n1ade ufe 0.1 t e 
iron crows, which were proper enough, though 
heavy; but the next thing ,vas a fhovel or fpade; 
this was fo abfolutely ncce1farv, that indeed I could . , 

.do nothing effefrually without it; but what kind of 
one to 1nake I knevv net. 

}lov. I 8. The next day in fearching the woods I 
C l r • l l' 1 

• h' h · iounc a tree or that wooc, or iKe 1t, w 1c 1n 
the Brf"(fils they c2:.ll the Iron Tree, for its exceeding 
hardnefa ; of this, ,vith great labour and almofr 
fpoiling n1y axe, I cut a piece, and brought it 
home too with difficulty enough, for it was exceeding 
heavy. 

The exceffive hardnefs of the w9od, and having 
no other w2.y, 111ade n1e a long while upon this 
machine; for I worked it effecrually by little and 

linle into the form of a {hovel or fpade, the handle 
exacrly fhaped like ours in England, only that the 
broad part having no iion fhod upon it at bottmn, it 
would not lafl: n1e fo long ; however it ferved well 
(!Dough for the ufes which I had occafion to put it to ; 
but never was a fnovel, I believe, n1ade after that 
fafhion, or fo long a rnaking. 

I was frill deficient, for I wanted a baiket or a 
wheel-barrow; a bafket I could not make by any 
n1eans, having no fuch things as tv,.rigs that ·v;rould 
bend to 1nake wicker ware, at leafl none yet found 
put; and as to a wheel-barrow, I fancied I could 
make all but the wheel, but that I had no notion of, 
neither did I know how to go about it; befides I 

had no poilible way to n1ake the iron gudgeons for 
the 
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t1~e f _2iLd!2 or axis of the ~ he-.:1 to ru!1 in, fo J r3 ·;c 
• lf. r • • h 1·•1 1t c,\ Lr; cElC .... o ror CcLHYElf:.?: a•:,av Uie cart. \V,~1c11 

~ ..__J J 

duf~ o~:t of the c2.·.re, I 1naJe n1e a th:n~ iikt~ a hoJcl 

v.11.ir:h the Li .. bouicrs c~rry n10:::tar i!1, y,; h.::a they 
f:,,-·vc t-l,,. br1·c1~ 1"""rs '-,..,.l\ i..J..1....._, l;i... ... '-·J'--'..,• 

This was· !10~ fo difficu~t 

1 r -1 c- , I l rne urJ no 1c1s t 1an :i.our aav<>, 111·.:..-t!l ~ '\Y~P:s, exce,)t-
.L ,; ,; .1 

in~ n1y r,1orning walk v:itb n1y gun, , .. hich I feldur:1 
,. · , l 1 ~ • 1 r · 1 1 1 • • , r,.1:t:1.. ; 2nu very 1eloon1 1,11 '---=• :.1'..10 onn;;l:::-:;· nom,~ 
fo!r:12t:1in~· to eat . ..__, 

l\'r;--u. 2 3· l'viy other \VO! k hz.\ iac ilOW ::~o( l. f-..iI , 
b r r ,. , r I · , .... ecu.l.e or n1y 1112.~ung t11uc too (;\' \Yh.::n t1 ~'Y V1t:rc 
r ;r..., '(1 I \:r"."'"enL 1-;1 r1nrl ~lTQY1r·r> J .. e,7 ....... ,l"' ,1 !\T a",,., r 1•n •.•. -.. . •• L v,., c,- ~ ,. , •• .,.. •• ~., . 1.1 _, L, _ '} L L•t1 
:flrt::.,·th and ti1ne allo-.-:re<l, f fpe.t L: • l1l.__u1 daY: 

,) ) -
. l. ·1 . d. . , . c: .. ~iruy 111 YVH .• emng an c1e..;;:<..'.l~.lrl'.; uy cav :::, t!lc.t rt 

1ni·--ht lhJ!J mv ~-oo,1s com'i:1v~l:u_1.:v. 
C" ) u .1 

}Jute, During all tl1i.: tine:, I ,,,or.z..::,J to 1 l~~lr,:.: tr.~~ 
roo;n er caYe fpacious eno'.~~}:1 t'> accomn1ch.lc:L.:: 111~ 

• r . 1 . 1 1• • 
as a y;,n-1-.,~10:.11e or n1ag2..z1~1c, a _,.1tc.1\..,n, a c..n111•;~-
., ., ':l' l ·, ell-,··. as r. I" 111" lo 1 ~;-,,r I lr~ <· ~() t 11·c l~)Ch,1, .... l~ ,. C ,cd , , 10 .' ,. ut,•·\,, •-- 1,L l , 

tL.:~, exc.:1Jt that fo .. 1~tirnc;; in the y;.__t feaf1.. n of the 
y1;a,·, it -;.:-ined fn hard that I co .. ..lJ ll'Jt keep m~T~~lf 
• l . l r l r 1 1] ttry, ,•;:.:i1. 1 GllLe ... lLc z.1 .. .::·war.._._., to co :er 2.1 rny 

, , , • 1- i l • 1 r f pl.ice ·,v., .1.n 111? pale '.vltd 1oith· pchLS 111 t 1e iurm o 
•.. '" 1 •" ,;,, 1·. r,•n:"{} i,l. 1· )f' 1K I' l 1oa l t' c··1 .. ·tl l ( l_, s, ....... L ••• b cloc.u •• _ Ll t: ( '- ,., c1 .1( l ( -· u \1,l 11 

I r ~ ' •"I J ,. r • ~.. ~ 1 ) '"' "',. ) 't .~"' + 1• 0 • "l ', • 1 _' \ ,,... t l--. ,.._ t r' 11 JLl~! J nTT1.. Hll g e 1eu ,. e;:, 01 Ll \._.I..,.') dh-.. d l1Clc'- • 

1.h c ... ·.1.hvr Io. I be<T3.l1 nri•.r.: to think Hl)T cave c,r 
. ~) 

-v~.uh fini!l1~~Ll, \'\'tH:.n on a fus.(.:cn (it fccn.s I haJ 
1'12..1..lc ir toJ la~-r-~) a r-rc-:t q~1J.!1Li~v of l.~~-::n fell LO\, U 

i () ... J ,I 

frt')n: t:1.12 tup and ODL f de, fo much that i11 fho:t it 
.c.· 1

1 1t ,t 1n' "D(
1 

not ur"Ll1 0"~ ,. ·af,(,'"' •or-.. fur 1'fI !1,.1.l ,.,!J.b • .. L-. L .. , u,. •- ._ , . .J.L ~ .... t __ ,~ £_ ~ J, 
b >T 

\,, ... 
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been under it I ha<l ni::Yer \var:.ted a g··ave--di~r~et : 
u ~,oa this difr.~~tT I hrid a gre:it deal of work to do 
over aFain; f1r I had the loofe earth to carry out, 

l , • l r • I 1 J • • ,. an(l, \t111c 1 ,vat. 01 1n 1re 111i-;ortance, 1a tae c1e ·.n•-r ~ 
() to pro:1 up, fo tha~ I rnight be fure no n1ore "\Yould 

con:~e dovrn. 
Lee. r I. Th;,, ,fay I went to work with it accord-, 

. 1 l h 0 ··c1 ., u,g y, anL ~;ot t'1\ o 1 ,.._)res or po1rn p1tcl1e u:)ngnt to 
the top, ·with two pieces of boards a-crofs oYcr c:.ch 
poft ; this I finifoed t~1e next day ; and fetting more 
pnfl:s up with boards, in about a ·week :more I had 
t~:e roof fccur~d; and the pofts, flcir..cEnJ in n.1 vs, 
iel· ruI me f,,r p:irtidons to part off my horfe. 

Dec. I 7. From t \is ciay to the t\venticth I plac.,J. 
1'helvcs. aDJ knod:ed up nails on the pofis to ha~:n· • 

0 
evc1·y thing up th2t could be hung up, and no\v I 
be[;an to cc in fame order within doors. 

!)cc. 20. }';ow I carried every thing into the cave, 
and beg,~n to fuE"'ifh ri.1y hGufe, and fet up fome 
pieces of boardJ, Eke a d.:cffer, to orcl..;r rny Yicluals 
u:)on, but bo~-rG.s be {an to be very fcarce ,;:th 111c; 
a1fo I 1naJe me ann:Lcr table. 

lJ,:c. 24- IVf·!ch r,.in all night a!lll all (by; ro 
fiirring out. 

lJtr. 2 5. Rain all c.lay. 
l)a. 2G. 1Jo r~'..in, an<l the ca~·th n!nch co )ler t!un 

bdor~, and 1Jcafante:t. 
Du. 27 Kil'c>J a\ Ol'"t-r a-oat a·1u' }-.n1c.tl 3"" ~··,r. ·· • J.. _, .I c. • l -, «...) .._' <. l c ... 1 _ .1. t,, \. L ~ ... , 

I' I l '- I h O 

1 ] j • I O 
,, 

0 I JO u1,lt CaU~ t .t, anc ,..., ~t .. Ol~lC la~ . •.I lu ~; V .• ~ ... .'l 
h~d ;t hm,-:e, I l 0·1nd "•\d f•):int ·•ri.:.d G-;.1 iL':i , ~ ~ whid· \,-,·s l)rol~,... /V. fl. I t ,l ~~ Li h c,.re of· ~~, 

t.. \ ..:r j b :..1 t l v 
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fed upon the little green at my door, and ,vould not 

go av\?ay : this was the firfl: tin1e that I entertained a 

thought of breeding up fon1e tame creatures, that 

I 1night have food when 1ny po .. vder and fuot wJs. 

all f pent. 

Dec. 28, 29, 30. Great heats and no breeze; 

fo that there ,vas no {tirring abroad, except in the 

evening for food ; this ti1ne I fpent in putting all my 

things in order within doors. 

January I. Very hot frill, but I went abroad early 

and late with my gun, and lay i1ill in the middle of 
the day. This evening, going farther into the 

Yalleys, which lay towards the center of the ifland, 

I found there ,vas plenty of goats, though exceeding 

fhy and hard to come at ; ho,vever I refolvcd to try 

if I could not bring my dog to hunt then1 down. 

Jan. 2. Accordingly, the next day, I went out 

with my dog, and fet him upon the goats; but I was 

mifraken, for they all faced about upon the dog; and 

he knew his danger too well, for he ,vould not come 

near tl1e:n. 
'Jan. 3. I began my fence or wall ; l'i'hich, being 

{till jealous of my being attacked by fome body, I 

refolved to make very thick and {hong. 

N. B. This 'ZDall being difcribed before, I 
purpojely omit what was /aid in the 'Journal; 

it is Jujjicient to obfer-ve, that I 'i-C:C!s no lefs 
time than from the 3d of Janu:::.ry to the IJ.-fh 
o/ April, v.:orking, finifhing, and pe1fecling 

this wall, though it was no more than about 

24 yards in le17gth, being a half circle from 

one place in the rock to another place about 

eight yards from it, the door of the cwr;e being 

in the center behind it. 
All 
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All this time I worked verv hard, the rai11s ,I 

hindering n1c rnany days, nay, fon1etimes ,veeks 
together; but I thought I {hould ne'".:er be perfeCtly 
fecure until this wall was finifued; and it is fence 
credible what inex~n·eilible labour every thing was 
done with, efpecially the bringing piles out of the 
,voods, and driving then1 into the ground, for I 
n1ade them much bigger tha;.1 I need to haYe Jone. 

\Vhen this wall ,vas finifoed, and the out-fiJe 
double fenced with a turf-"vall raifcd up cl0fo to it, 
I perfuaded 111yfolf that if any people '\Yere to come 
on fhore there, they would not perceive any thing 
like a habitation ; and it was very well I did fc, as may 
be obferved hereafter upon a very rei11arkablc occa:fion. 

During this ti1ne I n1ade my rounds in the woods 
for game eyei-y day, when the rain ad1nitted 111e, and 
made frequent difcoveries in thefo walks of fo1nethi11g 
or other to 1ny advantage; particularly I found a. 
kind of ,,·ild pigeons, who built not as v;ood 
pigeons in a tree, but r;ither as houfe pigeons, in 
the holes of the rocks ; and taking fome young ones, 
I endeavoured to breed ihen1 up ta1ne, and did fo ; 
but when they grew older they flew a,vay, which 
perhaps \Vas at firfr for want of feeding thcn1, for I 
haJ nothing to give them ; however I frcquentl f 
found their nefrs, and got their youag ones, which 
were very good n1eat. 

And now, in the n1anaging my hou{hold aiE1irs, I 
found myfelf wanting in n1any things, v.1hich 1 
thought at firil it was impoffible for n1e t0 111a~te, as 
indeed as to fome of then1 it was; for infl~1:v:e, I 
<.ould never n1ake a cafk to be hooped; I had a fraall 
ru:11e~ or t,\·o, as I obfer-vi;d before, but I could never 

«lTl\'C 
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. t t1 • J: 1 • b 1 h I arnve o ne capac1t y 01. ma,..._,_1ng one y tne111, t .ot1g 1 

I f pent n1any wecl~~ a~)cut i~ ; I could neither p.1t i1t 

the hr.:ads, or jcint th2 ihw~s f0 ti·ue to one another 
a3 to mal'"e thch1 hck1 v, a:~··, fo I ct ave thz.t alfo o-:er .. u 

In the next pl2.cc, [ \T-as 2 .. a i rc:i.t lof-.; for candle ; 
fo that as foon as e~:e:· it: Y <LS cla~ k, \\ hich was C"C.'llC-

l. > 

rally by .fevcn o' clo~k., I \\ 2s o:..E6e<l to go tn b~J : I 
rem<:. nJ,ereJ the 1 urn.:1 of b-.:c.:i- \,·ax vv ith which I made 
c.~n---Hes in n1y ./!Jrican ~-LYertUi:e, but I h2.d none of 
that now; the only rem:2<ly I had, ·was, that when I 
h.1,J ki:l~d :... goat I ~~'.ved th~ t~llow, and with a little 
di{h nn.de of e,;a~', \\ hich I baked in t:1c fan, to ,,hi ch 
I acld.ed a T\~ic:;:_ of fomc oa:.:l!:T~., I Ir,:1.l~e inc a Lmp; 
an1..i thi-; g2xe n1e lfr;ht, thouhh 1 ct a ckar flca<ly 
li)1t like a ccJ.ndle; i!1 th:2 L~~J !e of all my labours 
it happe .. 1ed, tliat ns1m:1;_-') 11;; 1n_r thi116s, I f0Ui1d a 
litt:~ b:1-g, \\ hich, z. ~ [ hin:cd bcfo::.·e, hc1Ll been filled 
,vith corn for tl:e 1~.._,~in:; of poultry, 1:ot for !.hi~ 
-vo:r,1ge, but before, 2..: f fuppo~e, when the ihi~> 
came fron1 Lijbon; \\ !r .. ~ llai..: remainder of c-or;:1 h..,cl 
bcLn ~n the ba8", was zJl d-.:Yodrec.l \Vii.h the rats, and 
l f~n.v not11:ng i:1 the Lia?; but l u{L., and dufi: ; and 
Ll..:~1g- \v~ili1,g to have the L:J~,; fer 11"J:11e other u~e, I 
l · 1 • 1 • 1 r ,. · 1 d · f. tr ,l.~ 1t \\-a3 to pui: pl.;\"Vud· 1:1, ,, • _n m dc..e it or 

frar of the i: ·L:_1:·.1.,-, or fo:ne fuch ute, I fhook th..! 
(,1 (1 

hui\.s of corn out of it on o::e ( Jc., of n1y ;c,rtific~ .. !i0n 
u:t .. i...:r ~he rod:. 

r 1· , 1 ,. , • • fl ... t ,. al a 1:r c uirorc tt1C r-:·e~~t r~nns, JU now n en-u 

tillncd, tha~ [ 1 :11 e\: this H::uff ~n-vay, taking no notice 
of ~HY t:1Ii1rr, and not fo much 8S rcrn.crnberinir that I .I ) (..J 

b .. J thrchvn affyT thiner th2rc; ,vhtn abo~1t a 1:.onth 
() 

af :~r, or thcrcd.out, I fa,.T, fome fe,y Ha1:~s of f,m1c-
t~jni green fhooti11s GU[ of the ground, \\ • .ich I 

r • d r2..r1cH.. 
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fmced might be fome plant I had not feen, but I 
•vas furprizcd and perfectly aflonifhed, when after a 
little lorn:rer time I faw about ten or twelve ears 0 

c01ne out, which were perfecl: green barley of the 
fame ki11d. as our European, nay, as our Eng!ifh 
bar lev. 

J 

It is i1npoffible to exprefs the aftonifhn1ent and 
-confufion of my thoughts on this occafion ; I had 
hitherto acl:ed upon no religious foundation at all ; 
indeed I had very few notions of religion in 1ny 
head, or had entertained any fcnfe of any thing that 
had befallen n1e, otherwife than as a chance, or, as 
we lightly fay, \\·hat pleafes God; without fo n1uch 
as enquiring into the end of Providence in thefe 
things, or his order in governing events :n the worlJ; 
but after I faw barley grow there, in a clin1ate which 
I knew was not proper for corn, and efpecially that 
I knew not how it came there, it fl:artled me 
firangely, and I began to fuggefi:, that God had mira
culoufly caufed this grai:a to grow witho"ut any help 
of feed fown, and that it was fo direu:ed purely for 
n1y fufie11ancc on that vvild n1iferable place. 

This touchcJ my heart a little, and brought team 
out of ::ny eyes, and I began to blcfs n1yfeif~ that 
fuch a prodigy cf nature fhould happen upon 1ny 
account; and th:s \Vas the n1ore fi:range to inc, 
becaufe I faw near it {till, all alcng by the fide of the 
rock, fome oth~r frragling fialks, which proi'cd to 
be fi:alks of rice, and which I knew, bccaufe I had 
fcen it grow in .Africa, when I ,vas afoore there. 

I not only thought thefe the pure producl:ions of 
Providence for 1ny fupport, but not doubting but 
that there was 1nore in the place, I we:i1t all over 

V oL. I. JI that 
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that part of the ifland, where I had been before, peeping. 
in every corner and under every rock to fee for rnore 

of it, but I could not find any ; at laft it occurrec1 

to my thought, that 1 had fhook a bag of chickens 1nea1i 
out in that plac(:, and then the ,vonder began to ceafe ; 

and I mui1: confefs~ 1ny religious thankfulnefs to God'~ 
providence began to abate too upon difcovering 
that all this was nothing but -v.-hat ,vas comn1on ;. 
though I ought to haYe been as thankful for fo 
firange and unforefeen a providence as if it had beeri 
1niraculous ; for it was really the work of Providence 
as to 111e, that fl1ould order or appoint Io or 12 

grains of corn to re1nain unfpoiled, \\'hen the rat& 
had deflroyed all the refi, as if it had been dropt 
from heaven: as alfo, that I iliould throw it out in 
that particular place, where, it being in the ihade of 

a high rock, it fprang up imn1ediately ; whereas if I 

had thrown it any where elfe at that ti1ne, it had been 

burnt up and deftroyed. 

I carefully faved the ears of corn, you 1118y be 
f ure, in their feafon, which was about the end of 
June, and laying up every corn, I refolved to fo\V 

thern all again, hoping in time to have fome quantity 
fufficient to fupply 1ne ,vith bread ; but it ,vas not till 
the fourth yearthat I could allowmyfelf the leafl: grain 
of this corn to eat, and even then but f11aringly, as I 
{hall fay aftenvarc1s in its order; for I lo11 all that I 

fowed the firfl: feafon, by not obferving the proper 

time; for I fo\red it juf1: before the dry feafrm, fo 
that it never came up at all, at leaft not as it \Vould. 
haYe done: of which in its place. 

Bcfides this barley, there ·,·;ere, as above, 20 or 30 
Halks of rice, which I prcferved \vith the fa111e care .. 

and 

c .. 
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~.'•1cl ;':hofc u~e \Vas of the fan1e kind or to the fan1e 
p~1rpofc, ·viz. To make me bread, or rather food ; 
for I found ,,,ays to cook it up ,-vithout baking, though 
I did that alfo after fmne ti1ne. But to return to 
!ny journal. _ 

I worked exceffive hard thefe three or four 1nonths 
to get my wall done; and the 14th of April I clofed 
it up, contriving to go into it, not by a door, but 
ovtr the wall by a ladder, that there 1night be no 
fign in the outfide of n1y habitation. 

April I 6. I finifhed the ladder, fo I ,v~nt up with 
the ladder to the top, and then pulled it up after 1nc, 
and let it down on the infide : this "\Yas a cmnpleat 
enc1ofurc to n1e; for within I had room enough, and 
nothing could con1e at 111e frorn v;ithout, unlcfa it 
could fir.fl: mount 111y wall. 

The very next day after this wall was finifhed, I 
had almoil: had all my labour overthrown at once, 
and rnyfelf killed ; the cafe was thus: 1\s I was buf y 
in the infide of it, behind n1y tent, jt1l1: in the 
entrance into my cave, I was terribly frighted ,vith a 
1110ft clrc:aJful f urprizing thing indeed; for on a 
fu<lJen I found the earth come crumbling do,vn from 
the roof of my caye, and fron1 the edge of the hill, 
o\·er my hc8.d, and two of the pofl:s I had fet up in 
the cave cracked in a frightful manner : I was 
heartily feared, but thought nothing of \vhat ,vas 
re~.lly the caufe, only thinking that the top of my 
caYe was falling in, as fome of it had done before; 
2nd for fear I fhoulcl be buried in it, I ran fonv2.r j 
to my ladder, and not thinking myfelf fafe there 
neither, I got over my \Yall for fe1r of the pieces of 
the hill whid1 I cxpccl:ed 1night roll do,yn upon 111e: 

Jl z I was 
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I was no fooner ftept down upon the firm ground1 

but I plainly faw it was a terrible earthquake, for the 
ground 1 ftood on fnook three times at about eight 
111inutes difi:ance, with three fuch £hocks, as would 
have overturned the ftrongefr building that could be 
fuppofed to have flood on the earth; and a great 
piece of the top of a rock, which fiood about half a 

mile fron1 me next the fea, fell down with fuch a 
terrible noife as I never heard in all my life : I per ... 
ceived alfo the very fea ,vas put into violent motion 
by it; and I believe the !hocks were fhonger under 
the water than on the iiland. 

I was fo amazed with the thing itfeif, having never 
felt the like, or difcourfed with any one that had, 
that I was like one dead or fl:upified ; and the n1otion 
of the earth made my fl:on1ach fick, like one that was 
toifed at fea ; but the noife of the falling of the rock 
awaked me, as it were, and rouzing n1e frmn the 
fiupified condition I was in, filled 1ne with horroi:, 
and I thought of nothing then but the hill falling 
upon my tent1 and. all n1y houiliold goods, and 
burying all at once ; and this funk. 111y very foul 
within 1ne a fecond time. 

After the third {hock was over, and I felt no more 
for fmne rime, I hegan to take courag.e, and yet I had 
not heart enough to get over n1y wall again, for fear 
of being buried aliYe, but fat frill upon the ground, 
greatly caft down c1.nd difconfolate, not knowing 
what to do : all this w bile I had not the leaf1 ferious 
religious thought, nothing but the con1mon, Lord 
ha·ve mercy upon me; and when it was over, that 
went away too. 

1'Vhile 

t 
f 

h, ,, 

I\' 



OF ROBINSON CRUSOE. IOI 

While I fat thus, I found the air over-cafl-, and 
grow cloudy, as if it would rain; foon after that 
the wind rofe by little and little, fo that in lefs than 
half an hour it blew a mofr dreadful hurricane: the 
fea was all on a fu-dden covered over with foam and 
froth, the iliore was coYered with the breach of 
the ,-vater, the trees were torn up by the roots, 
and a tt-rrible ftorm it was ; and this held about 

' three hours, and then began to abate, and in two 
hours more it was ftark. calm, and began to rai11 
very h ard. 

All th is while I fat upon the ground, very much 
terri!:eJ anJ clcjcB:ed, when on a fudden it came 
j nro 1..1 y 1 o ,_1bat;; , that thefe winds and rain being 
th e ~,):.~~-r

1
\....~llce of the earthquake, the earthquake 

itle:f ~va:, i1Jent and over, and l might venture into 
n1y "-<!'.re c?..g~in: •,•.1ith this thought my fpirits began . 
to 1 ev: ve, 2.,, <l the raia alfo helping to perfuade 1ne, 
I \Y t.1. in ;;u1ci fat dcwn in my t ent, but the rain was 
fo violcr~ ~, that n1 i tent was ready to be bec1.cen down 
with it; and I was forced to go into my cave, 
t hough very much afraid and uneafy, for fear it ihould 
fall on my head. 

This violent rain forc~d me to a new vvork, viz. 
to cut a hole through my new fortification like a fink, 
to let water go out, which w-ould elfe have drowned 
1ny cave. After I had been in n1v .cave fo1ne time, and 

J 

found {lill no more fhocks of the earthquake follow, 
I began to be n1ore co1npofed ; and now, to fupport 
my fpirits, which indeed wanted it very n1µch, I 
went to my little fl:ore, and took a fmall fup of rum, 
which however I did then and always very fparingly, 
kno\ving I could have no more \vhen that was gone. 

H 3 +t 
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It continued raining all that night~ and great p~trt 
of the next day, fo fr.at I could not flir abroad ; but 
1ny rn.ind being n1ore compofed, I began to think oi 
what I had befl do, concluding, that if the ifland 
was fubjecr to thefe earthquakes, there would be nq 
Ii Ying for me in a cave, but I n1ufl confider of build
ing n1e fome little hut in an open place, which I 
n1ight furround \\ i1.h a wall as I had done here, and 
fo 111ake n1yfelf fecure from vYild beafl:s or men: but 
concluded, if I fiaid where I \vas, I fhould certainly, 
one time or other, be buried alive. 

"\Vith thefe thoughts I refolved to remove my tent 
fro1n the place \Yhere it fi:o9d, Yd1ich was jufi: uncle, 
the hanging precipice of the hill, and ,,,hicb., if it 
fhould be fhaken again, would certainly fall ~1pon my 
tent: and I fpent the two next days, being the 19th 
and 20th of April, in contriving where and how to 
remove n1v habitation. 

✓ 

'I'he fear of being fwallo,-red up ali vc, made me 
that I never :flept in quiet, and yet the apprehenfion 
of lying abroa.d without any frnce was almofl equz1l 
to it ; bat frill, when I looked about and fa w how 
every thing was put in order, how pleafantly con
~ealcu I ,vas, and how fafe fron.1 clanger, it mad,~ 
me very loth to re1nove. 

In the 1nean time it occurred to n1e that it would 
require a vafl cleal of ti1ne for n1c to do this, and that 
I mufl: be conteEted to ru:;i the venture where I was, 
till I had formed a c;in:p for n1yfclf, and had fecured 
it fo as to remove to it : fo i.Yith this refolution I 
compofed myfolf for a time, and refolvec.l that I \\·ould 
go to \\·ork ,vith all fpeed to build n1e a wall with pile:; 
and cables, f.sfc. in a cii·de as before; and fct n1y 

tent 
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tent up in it ,vhen it ,vas finifhed, but that I would 

venture to frav where I w2.s till it was finiihed and fit 
J 

to remove to. This was the 21fl:. 
April 2 2. The next morning I began to confider 

of mec1ns to put this refolve in execution, but I ,vas 
~it a gTeat lofs about rny tools ; I had three large 
axes and abundance -of hatchets, (for we carried the 
hatchet~ for traffick ,vith the Indians) but with rnuch 

chopping and cutting knotty hard wo.od, they were 
::tll full of notches and dull, arid though 1 had a grind

:fione, I could not turn it and grind rn.y tools too ; 
this coft 1ne as rnuch thm1ght as a Hatef1nan \Yould 

have beftowecl upon a grand point of politicks, or a 
judge upon the life and death of a man. At length 
I contrived a wheel ·with a firing, to turn it with 111y 

foot, that I might ha-ve both rn.y hands ;1t liberty: 
l'{ote, I had never feen any fuch thing in England, or 
cit leafl: not to take notice how it was <lone, though 
fincc I have obferved it is very common there; 

befides that, n1y grind-fione was very large and 
heavy. This machine cofl: n1e a full week's work to 
bring it to perfection. ~ 

April 28, 29. Thefe two whole days I took up 

in grinding n1y tools, my 111achin~ for turning 1ny 
grind-ftone performing very well. 

April 30. 1-I~wing perceived n1y bread had been 
lo,v a great while, now I took a f urvey of it, and 
reduced n1yfelf to one bikuit-cake a ·day, which 
n1ade n1y heart very heavy. 

]I/Jay I. In the morning, looking toward3 the fea
ude, the tide being lo,v, I faw fmnething lie on the 
fhore bigger tpan ordinary ; and it looked like a caik; 
\-vhen I came to it, I found a fn1all barrel, and two 

H4 or 



.. 

I I 

ti 

104 LIFE AND ADVENTURES 

or three pieces of the wreck of the fuip ; whicL 
were driven on {hore by the late hurricane , 
a~d looking to.wards the wreck itfdf, I thought it 
feemed to lie higher out of the water than it ufed to 
do : I exa1nined the barrel which \Vas driven on 
fuore, and foon found it was a barrel of gunpov.;1der, 
but it had taken water, and the po-\vder ,vas caked 
as hard as a ftone; however I rolled it farther on fhorc 
for the prefent, and went on upon the fands as near a 
I could to the wreck of the ihip, to look for 1nore. 

When I came down to the {hip, I found it {hangely 
ren1oved ; the fore-cafi:le, ,vhich lay before buried 
in fand, was heaved up at leafl: fix foot; and the 
fl:ern, which was broke to pieces, and parted frorn 
the refl: by the force of the fea, foon after I had left 
run1maging her, was toiled, as it were, up, and cafl: 
on one fide, and the fond ,vas thrown f o high on. 
that fide next her Hern, that whereas there was a 
great place of water be:ore, fo that I coeld not come 
,vithin a quarter of a miie of the wreck without 
fwimn1ing, I could now walk. quite up to her \vhen 
the tide was out; I was furprized with this at firft~. 
but foon concluded it rnufl: be done by the earth
quake : and as by this violence the {hip was rnore 
broken open than formerly, fo many thin.gs can1e 
daily on :fhore, wliich the fea had lcofened, and,,, hich 
the winds and ,vater rolled by degrees to the land. 

This wholly diverted rn.y thoughts fr01n the defign 
of removing 1ny habitation; and I bufied n1)fdf 
rnightily that day efpecially, in fearching whether I 
could n1ake any way into the {hip ; but I found 
nothing was to be expected of that kind, for that 
all the infide of the {hip was choaked up with fand: 

ho,vever, 
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howeYer, as I had learnt not to def pair of any thing, 
I rcfolved to pull every thin~; to pieces that I could. 
of the fuip, concluding, that every thing I could get -
fron1 her ,-i;rould be of fmne ufe or other to n1e. 

May 3. I began with 1ny faw, and cut a piece of a 
bean1 through, ,vhich I thought held forne of the 
upper part or quarter-deck together, aad \,;'hen I had 
cut it through, I cleared ?cT,vay the fand as well as I 
could frmn the fide which lay hif)1eft ; but the 
tiJ.e cmning in, I was obliged to gh e over for 
that time. 

1\llay 4- I went a fi{hing, but caes;ht not one fifh 
that I dL1rD: elt of, till I \\ as wea.Yy of rny fport; y;hen 
jui1 going to le:1ve oft~ I caugh;c a young dolphin. I 
had nude 111e a long line of fo1ne rope-yarn, but I h2.d 
no hooks, yet I frequently C'aught fifh enough, as 
much as I cared to eat; all which I dried in the fun, 
f111d eat then1 dry. 

IVIay 5. ,V orked on the \vreck, cut another bearn 
afunder, and brought t1E·et~ great fir phnks off fro1n 
the decks, vi·hich I tied together, anµ n1ade f,vin1 
on fhore when the tide o.f flooJ ca1ne on. 
', 

lvlay 6. 1/i/ orkcd on t'!1e "\\ 1 eek, got fevcr;;1l iron 
bolts out of her, aud other pieces of iro:1-,vork, 
worked very hard, and c2.n1e heme very 1nuch tired, 
and had thou~hts of ba-iY~!w· it o.;cr. 

l' '-.) 

Aiay 7. \Vent to the -.vrcck agaia, but \Yith an 
intent not to work, bnt found the weight of the 
wreck had broke itfolf do,Yn, the bea111s being cut, 
that feyeral pieces of the fhip for: n1ed to lie loofe, 
an<l the infide of the hold lay fo open, that I could, 
fee into it, but almo!l. full uf \\ ~1tc;: apd fond. 
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A1oy 8. "\Vent to the wreck, and carried an iron 
crow to wrench up the deck, which lay now 
quite clear of the \'later or fand ; I \Yrcnchcd open 
two planks, ~nd brought then1 on fhore alfo with 
the tid(; : I left the iron crow in the wreck for 
next dcJv. . ., 

}/la; 9. \Vent to the wreck, and ,vith the crow 
1112.de way into the body of the wreck, and felt 
foveral ca{ks, and loofencd them with the crow, 
but could r,.ot break them up ; I felt alfo the roll of 
En;Ji}h lead, and could ftir it, but it was too heavy 
to rer.1ovc. 

lvlrry Io, I I, I 2, 13, I 4. "\Vent cYcry day to the 
\Yreck, and got a gr;.;at n1;:my pieces of timber, 
and boards, or plank, and 2 or 3 oo \Yeight of . 
iron. 

JVIay I 5. I carried t\vo hatchets, to try if I 
coLild :n'Jt cut a piece off the roll of lead, by 
pbcing the edge of one hatchet, and <lriYing it 
w"th the oti1cr; but as it lay about a foot and a half 
in the water, I could not 1nakc any blo,v to drfre 
the hic1..tchct. 

Jviay r 6. It had blo·.v-cd ha::.-d in the night, and 
th':: v.rrcck appe:.red. n10tc brpken Ly the force of the 
·w:ucr; but I il:aicl fo long in the woods to get 
p1se0ns for food, that the tide prevented 111c going 
to Lie wreck th8.t daY. 

J 

1,it:y 17. I [nv fon1c pixes of the ,vreck blown 
on ihorc, at a gre2.t di1L.u1ce, near two 111iles off 
1r1e, but rcfolvcd to fee ,vhat they were, and found 
it was a piec~ of the :1e~d, but too heavy for 111e to 
b1_: 10- a\v 1'7 

dlO ''"/~ 
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lvlay 24. Every day to this day I worked on the 
wreck, and Yi•ith hclrd labou:- I loofened fo1nc things 
fo n1uch ,Yith tlie crow, that the firfl blowing tide 
feveral cafa.s floated out, and t,vo of the fcan1en's 

chefts ; but the wind blowing fron1 the fhorc, 
nothing can1e to land that day but pieces of 
tirnber, and a hogfhead, "\Yhich hz;.J fome Bra':::,il 
pork in it, but the falt-water anct the fan.d had 
fpoiled it. 

I continued this work every day to the I 5th of 
June, except the tin1e neceffary to get food, which 

l • .l l • l' r , I a.\Yays appo1nteu., c un:r.g t11iS part or n1y erap1oy-
n1ent, to be , .. hen the ti1..:e was up, that I 111ight be 

d , . l'd -ll l'. I rea y when rt ,vas eoDe L out ; anu oy tn1s tHne 
had gotten tin1ber, and plank, and iron-\-vork enough 
to havt: built a good boat, if I had kno\,·:1 ho\v ; ar.d 

alfo, I got at feverd.l ti1~1es, and in fo-reral pieces, 
near 1 oo weight of the ihcet-lead. 

June r 6. Going down to the fea-uc.le, I found a 
large tortoife or turtle; t~1is was the fi1 fr I haJ fecn, 
which it feems was only nry 111~~-Jortu:ac, not any 
.defccr of the plac~, or fcucity ; for had I happened 
to be on the other :Gde of the iDand, I 111ight hc.~ve 
had hundreds of thera every c.h1y, as I found 
;iftcrwards ; but perhaps had paid de2..r enough for 
them. 

June I 7 I fpent in cool-~ing tJ-,e tunle ; I fm.!ncl 
~n her thrcefcm·c eggs ; and h..:r fidh ,..-as to me at 
. . l n. ,. l 1 r t11at tune t 1e nrntL 1~n·oury anc p c.,~1::.ant that ever 

l tafled in n1y life, ha\ ing had no Bc:fh, but ()f 

goats and fo'.\ ls, fincc I landed in this horrid 
place. 

June IS. 
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June 18. Rained all day, and I fi:ayed within. I 
thought at this ti1ne the rain felt cold, and I was 
f omething chilly, which I knew- was not ufual in 
that latitude. 

June I 9. Very ill, and fhivering, as if the ,veather 
h::i.d been cold. 

June 2 3. No refi: all night, violent pains in my 
head, 2nd feverifh. 

June 2 I. Very ill, frighted ahnofl: to death with 
the apprehenfions of n1y fad condition, to be fick, 
and no help : Prayed to Gon for the fin1 tune 
fince the fiorrn off Hull, but fcarce knew what I 
faid, or ,vhy; my thoughts being 2.11 confufed. 

June 22 •. A. little better, but unJer dreadful 
apprchenfions of ficknefs. 

'June 2 3. Very b:id again, cold and ihivering, and 
then a violent head-ach. 

Jzme 2--1-. Tuiuch better. 

'June ~ 5 . . An ague -very violent ; the fit held me 
fevcn hours, cold fit and hot, with faint f\veat~ 
after it. 

Jz:ne 26. Bettrer; and having no vicruais to eat, 
took 1ny gun, but found n1yfelf very weak; however 
I killed a fhc-goat, and with 111uch difliculty got 
it home, and broiled fomc of it, and eat ; I would 
fain have Il~v:cd it, and made f01ne broth, but had 
no pot. 

June 27. The ague ag2.in fo Yiolent, that I lay 
a-bed all day, and neither eat or drank. I was ready 
to perifh for thirft, but fo \Veaic I had not fl:rength 
to fiand u:), or to get 111yfelf any water to drink; 
prayed to Con again, but was light-headed; and 

when 
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\vhen I was not I was fo ignorant, that I knew not 
what to fay; only I lay and cried, Lord loo.k upon me; 
Lord pity me; Lord have mercy upon me: I fuppofo 
I did nothing elfe fer two or three hours, till the fit 
wearing off, I fell afleep, and did not wake till far in 
the night; when I waked, I found myfelf n1uch 
refreihed, but weak, and exceeding thiri1y: how
ever, as I had no water in n1y whole habitation, 
I was forced to lie till n1orning, and went to 
fleep again : In this fecond fleep I had this terrible 
drea~·n. 

I thought that I was fitting on the ground on 
the out-fide of my wall, where I fat when the fiorm 
blew after the earthquake, and that I fa w a 1nan 
defcend fron1 a great black cloud, in a bright flame 
of fire, and light upon the ground: I-Ie was all over 
as bright as a flame, fo that I could but jufr bear to 
look towards him ; his countenance was n1ofl inex
preffibly dreadful, impoffible for words to defcribe ; 
when he fi:epped upon the ground with his feet 
I thought the earth trembled, jufl: as it had done 
before in the earthquake, and all the air looked to 
my apprehenfion as if it had been filled with flaihes 
of fire. 

He was no fooner landed upon the earth, but he 
n1oved forward towards 1ne, ,vith a long fpear or 
weapon in his hand to kill 1ne ; and when he carne 
to a riGng ground, at fo1ne diftance, he fpoke to 
me, or I heard a voice fo terrible, that it is in1poilib1c 
to exprefs the terror of it ; all thn I can fay I 
un<lerftood was this, Seeing all theft things have not 
brought thee to repentance, now thou Jha!t die: at 

which 
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,·rhich words I thought he lifted up the fpear that 
was in his hand to kill me. 

No one, that {hall eyer read this account, will 
expect that I ihould be able to defcribe the horrors 
of my foul at thi$ terrible vifion ; I n1ean, that even 
while it was a dream, I even drean1ed of thofo 
horrors ; nor is it any n1ore poi1ible to defcribe the 
impreilion that remained upon rn.y n1ind, when I 
a\raked, and found it was but a drean1. 

I had, alas ! no divine kno-vvledge; what I had 
received by the good inflrucrion of my father was 
then ,Yorn out by an uninterrupted feries, for eight 
years, of fcafaring wickednefs, and a confiant 
conve1fation with nothing but fuch as were like 
n1)rfelf, wicked and prophane to the lafl: degree: 
I do not reme1nbcr that I had in all that time one 
thought th:.t fo n1uch as tended either to looking 
up-wards toward Gon, or inwards to\vards a reHeB:ion 
upon my own ways: but a certain fiupidity of foul, 
l\ ithout defire of good, or confcience of eYil, had 
entirely 0Yerwhchne<l n1e, and I was all that the 1noft 
har<lenul, unthinking, wicked creature ainong our 
common fail ors can be f uppofed to be, not h,n'ing 
the leaft fenfe, either of the fear of Gon in danger, or 
of thankfulne[s to GoD in deliverances. 

J n the relating what is already pafl: of n1y fiory, 
this \'rill be t:1e n1ore eafily belieyed, when I fhall 
add, that through all the variety of n1iferies that 
h.tLl to this day befallen me, I never had fo much 
as one thol!ght of it being th~ hand of Gon, or 
th~'.t it \Vas a jufl: puni£hn1ent for my fin, n1y 
rebellious behaYiour agai1ifl: my father, or my 

prcfent 
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prcfent fins, which were great ; or fo n1uch as ,! 
puni{hrnent for the general courfc of n1y wicke<l 
1ife. '\Vhen I was on the dcfperate e::~pedition on 
the defart £horcs of Africa, I neyer had fo 1nu~h as 
one thought of ,vhat would become of n1e ; or one 
wi{h to Go..l to direct n1e whither I :fhould go, or 
to keep 111e fro111 the danger which apparently 
furrounded n1e, as well fron1 voracious creatures as 
cruel fayages : but I was 1neerly thotJghtle[s of a 
God, or a Providence, acted like a rn.cer brute fron1 
the principles of nature, and by the dictates oi' con1-
n1011 fenfe only, and indeed har~Hy that. 

\Vhc.n I was delivered, and taken up at fea by the 
Portugal Glptain, ,vell ufed, and dealt juflly and 
honourably with, as well as charitably, I h~"d not the 
leafl: thankfulncfs on my thoughts : when ag~1in I 
was {hip,vrecked, ruined, an<l in danger of dro,,:ning" 
on this ifland, I \Vas as far from remorfe, or looking
on it as a judgment ; I only fa:ll to rnyfdf often, 
t...l-1at I was an u,7.fortunatc dog, and born to be al·ways 
n1iferable. 

It is true, when I got on fhore firil here, ;:md 
found all n1y {hip's crew dro,vned, and 1nyfelf 
fpared, I was furprized with a kind of extafy, a1~J 
fome tranfpo:::-ts of foul, which, had the grace of 
GoJ aiiifled, 1night have come up to true thank
fulnefs; but it ended where it begun, in a 1nc'-~r 
commJn flight of joy, or, as I may fay, b:!ilg g!,1d 
I 'i.cas alir,.:i, ·without the lcai1: reflection upon the 
diitinguifhing gooclnefs of the hand \Yhich hc1J 
prcferveJ me, and had fingled me oat to be prc
fcrved, when all the rr~ft ,vcre ddho, c<l; or an 
inquiry why Providence had b{.t:n tl1~1.., !nerciful !·o 

n1c; 



I • 

112 iIFE AND ADVENTURES 

n1e ; even jufl: the fan1e c0mmon fort of joy which 
feamen generally have, after they have got fafc 
on fhore frm-;1 a ihipwreck, ,vhich they drown all in 
the next bow·l of punch, and forget almofi a~ 
foon as it is over; and all the rei1: of n1y life was 
like it. 

Even when I was after;vards, on due confidera .. 
tion, n1atle fenuble of n1y condition, how I ,vas 
cafl: on this dreadful place, out cf the reach of 
hun1an kind, out of all hope of relief, or profpeB: of 
redemi;tion, as foon as I faw but a profpeB: of liYing, 
and that I fhould not fl:arve and peri{h for hunger, 
all the fenfe of 1ny affiic:ion wore off: and I began 
to be ~;ery eafy, applied n1yfelf to the works proper 
for 111y prefervatioil and fupply, and ,vas far enough 
frmn being afilicred at my condition, as a judgment 
fron1 heaven, or as the hand of God againfi: n1e: 
thefe were thoughts which very feldom entered into 
n1y head. 

The gro,ving up of the corn, as is hinted in n1y 
journal, had at firfi fon1e little influence upon me, 
and be~an to affeB: me with ferioufnefs, as long· as I C, 

thought it had fomething miraculous in it ; but as 
foon as ever that part of thought ,vas removed, all 
the i1npreilion which was raifed frmn it wore off 
alfo, as I have noted already. 

E,:en the earthquake, though nothing could be 
n1ore terrible in its nature, or more immediately 
direcl:ing to the invifible povver, ,vhich alone directs 
fuch things; yet no fooncr was the fi1fl: fright over, 
but the impreHion it had n1a<le went off alfo. I 
had no more fonfc of God, or his judgments, much 
lefs of the prefent aD1iEtion of 1ny circumflances being 

fron1 
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frorn his h:::.nd, than if I had been in the moft 
prof perous condition of life. 

But no,,", when I began to be fick, and a leifurely 
Yiew of the miferies of death c;;in1e to place itfelf 
before 1ne; when n1y fpirits began to fink under the 
burden of a ilrong difl:en1per, and nature was 
exhaufl.:ecl \Yith the violence of the fe-.:er; confciencc, 
tlut had :flept fo long, began to avvake, and I began 
L) reproach 1nyfelf with n1y pafi: life, in which I 
had fo evidently, by uncomn1011 ,vickednefs, pro
Yoked the juH:ice of Gon to b.y 111e un<lcr 
uncommon {hokes, and to de:il with 1ne in fo 
vindidive a manner. 

Thcfe reflections oppreifed n1e fron1 the fecor:d or 
third day of 111y difl:e111per, and in the violence, ~s 
v.,dl of the fever as of the dread{ul reproaches of rn.y 
confciencc, extorted f01ne words from 111e, like 
praying to GoD, though I cannot fay they ,vcr.:! 
either a prayer attended with defires, or ,-;;1ith hopes ; 
it was rather the voice of n1ere fright and <lift.refs ; 
1ny thoughts were confufed, the convic1ions grc2.t 
upon my n1ind, and the horror of dying in fuch a 
1niferable condition, raifed vc1pours into n,y head 
\

1
• ith the n1ere apprehenfions ; and, in thefe hurries 

of n1y foul, I knew not i-.vhat n1y tongue 111ight 
exprefs: Eut it w~s rather excla111ation, fuch as, 
Lord! ,d1at a 111iferable creature am 1 ! ff I {holtld 
be fick, I {hall certainly die for want of help, and 
,\ hat will bec01ne of n1e ! Then the tLars burfl 
out of n1y eyes, and I could fay no n1orc for a. 
good while. 

In this intcn'al, the good adYicc of n1y fat!1cr 
can1e to 111y 1nirHl, an<l pref~ntly his predicrion, 

Y 01.. I. I which 
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,vhich I mentioned in the be6inning of this ftory; 

viz. That if I did take this fooli{h frep, Gon ·would 

not blefs n1e, and I would have lcifure hereafter to 

reflect upon having negleaecl his counfcl, when 

there might be none to affift in n1 y recovery. 

Now, faid I aloud, 1ny dear father's ,vords are come 

to pafr : Gan's jufl:ice has overtaken me, and I have 

none to help or. hear me : I rejeaed the voice of 

l)rovidence, which had n1ercifully put 1ne in a pofture 

or fiation of life ,vherein I might have been happy 

and eafy; but I ,vould neither fee it 1nyfelf, nOi· 

learn to know the blefiing of it fr01n 1ny parents ; 

I left them to n1ourn over n1y folly, and now I an1 

left to n1ourn under the confcquences of it: I refufed 

their help and afiifl:ance, who ,vould have lifted me 

into the world, and would have made e,,ery thing 

eafy to 1ne ; and no,v I have difficulties to flruggle 

with, too great for e-ven nature itfclf to fupport, 

and no afiiH:ancc, no help, no comfort, no advice. 

Then I cried out, Lord, be 1ny help, for I am in 

great difirefs. 

This was the firfl: prayer, if I 1night call it fo, 

that I had made for n1any years. But I return to 
• 1 

1ny JOllrllal. 

June 28. Having been fomeY1hat refrdhed with 

the fleep I had had, and the fit being entirely off, I 

got up : and though the fright and terror of my 

drean1 was Yery great, yet I confidered, that the fit 

of the ague would return again the next day, and. 

now was n1y tin1e to get fmnething to rcfrefh and 

f upport n1yfelf when I fhould be ill ; and the fir!t 

thing I did, I filled a large fquare cafe bottle with 

,rater, and fet it upon my table, in reach of my bed; 
and 

G 
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~mcl to take off the chill or aguiili difpofition of the 
water, I put about a quarter of a pint of run1 into it, 
and n1ixed the111 together ; then I got n1e a piece of 
the goat's fle!h, and broiled it on the coals, but 
could eat very little ; I walked about, but was very 
weak, and withal, very fad and heavy-hearted under 
a fenfe of 1ny n1iferable condition, dreading the 
return of my di!l:e1nper the next day ; at night I 
nncle my fnprer of three of the turtle's eggs, which 
[ roafled in the afhes, and eat, as \ve call it, in the 
Ihell; and this \Vas the firfl bit of n1eat I had ever 
afkcd GoD's hldiing to, even, as I could re1ne111ber, in my whole lifo . 

.After I haJ eaten I tricq to walk ; but found 
n1yfelf fo \vc-ak, that I could hardly carry the gun 
(for I never went out without that;) fo I went 
but a little way, and fat down upon the ground, 
looking- out upon the fea, which was juft before 111e, 
and very caln1 and frnooth. As I fat here, fame fuch thoughts as thefe occurred to me. 

'.Vhat is the earth and fea, of which I have feen fo 
n1uch ? \Vhence is it produced ? And what am I, 
and all the other creatures, wild and tame, human and brutal, whence are we? 

Sure we are all n1ade by fame fecret power, who 
fanned the earth and fea, the air and fky; and ,vho is that? 

Then it follo,ved, mofi: naturally: it is Gon that has 
nude it all : well, but then it came on frrangely; if 
Con has n1ade all rhefe things, he guides and governs 
then1 all, an<l all things that concern them ; for the 
Being that could 1nake all things, 1nufl: certainly have power to guiLle and direct the1n. 

I z 
If 

( 
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he kn nvs that I an1 here, and a1n in a dreadful 

condition ; ~ind if nothing happens Y,ithout his 

appointn1ci1t, he has appointed all this to b~E1.l i:1e. 

r T othing occurrt.Ll to n-1y thoughts to contradict 

any of thefo conclufions ; and therefore it rdh.d. 

upon 1ne with the grt~ater force, that it i-nuH: lieeds 

be, that GoD had appointed all this to bcfal me ; 

that I was brought to this 111iferablc circun1ilance by 

his direclion, he haYing the fole power, not of 1ne 

only, but of every thing that happencJ ii.1 the world .. 

In1111ediately it folio-v:ecl, 

JJ7.1y has God done this to me? T✓rhat ha'i-'€ I done to be 

thus ufed? 
l\I y confcience pre[ently checked me in that 

inquiry, as if I hacl bbfphemcd; anL1 1ndhought it 

fpoke to n1e, like a yoice ; TYretch ! drfl I hr;u ajl: 

•what thou h{lfl don,? look back upon a dreadful 

n1if-fpent lifL, anc.l afl( thyfelf "-uhat thou hi1fl nfJt dr;ne? 

afk, why is it thrzt thr,u "-uert not long o._c,o dejlroyeJ? 

why rz.ucrt tho:t nut dro:z.vned in \,.. an~,.outL Roads? 

killed in the ;frJ.Jt r..1.:hoi the _(hip "-c.:,1s taken by lht 

Sallee nian of \\i ar? t!:n..:oun'd by the r-_.c,·/ld bcajis on th, 

cor~/l: of Africa? (;r, drowned IIERE, ich"''l all 

t/.,e crew perijixd b·,t th_jc)lf? Doit tLou afk, Jfhat 

h(z've I done ? 
I was fhucl,.. with thcfc rcficdions as one 

aftoni01t~d, and hc1d not a \ ord to fay, no, not to 

anfwer to n1_:felf; but rofe up pcnfive c1.nd fad,. 

,, alkc<l bac .. : to my rct~·e,.t, and went up over n~y 
\\ a!l 
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·v•') 11 as if I had been r·oinv to bed ,· but n1v thoug·hts 
'(.11,J. ' U L) .1 "'-

-rrere fadly diilurbed, and I had no inclination to 
Heep ; fo I fo.t dov✓n in 111y chair, and Eghtetl n1y 
famp, for it beg,tn to be dark. No\\·, as the 
apprehenfions of the return of 1ny difiemper terrified 
n1e very n1uch, it occurred to 1ny thought, that the 
Brafilians ta~._:e no phy.Ec but their tob::~cco, for 
almofl all diH:c1npers ; and I had a piec~ of a rull 
of tob:icco in one .of the cheCT:s, ,vhicl1 was quite 
cu:tcd, and fon1e alfo that was green, aELl i10t qEite 
cured. 

I went, directed by heaven, no doubt ! for in this 
chefL I found a cure both for foul aEcl body; 1 opened 
the chefl:, and found wh,1.t I looked for, viz. the 
tobacco; and as the few books I had faved by there 
too, I took out one of the b:blcs which I 111entioned 
before, and which, to this t:rne, I had not found 
l~ifnre, or fo 1nuch as ii1clination, to look into; I 
fay I took it out, ar~~ brought both th:it anLl the 
tobacco ,vith n1e to the table. 

"'\Vhat ufe to n1ake of the tobacco I krH.:,.,, r.ot, as 
d. n 1 1 • 1 r · to 1ny 11,~emper, or wnetner 1t was goc"~- .or 1t or 

no ; but I tried feveral expei irncnts with it, a-; if I 
was rc~olved it fnould hit one ,vz1y or oth~r: I fir fl: 
took a piece of a leaf, and chn;,-ed it in 1ny i;1outh, 
vd1ich indeed at firfl almofl: tuµ~Ced in~:' bra:n, the 
tc1.1acco being gre.~n aEd !hong, and thztt I h:~d nut 
been m.uch ufed. to it; then I took fomc, 211d Pc':3ened 

< 

it an hour or two in fomc rur11, and n_Jolved to take 
if , .. t, Il cl 1 1,.,• T' ,. ;i <..o.c or 1 wne.1 ay On'll; ,inu .ci.1u:.·, l L)L~rnt 1ome 

upon a pan of co::d,~, and 1-:c~d n1y 110~~ clo;e oYer 
h f 1 ,. • 1 .:J. L mo.~.<: 0..L It, ae onb" as I ""'L' 1<l T,,.,a .... ~t ':ls .. T,(•

1 1 ltJ \....\,.,, 14 L "--' .1. l ., ~" \ ' \' .t 
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for the heat as the virtue of it, and I held almoft 

to. fnffocation. 
In the interval of this operation I took up the 

bible, and began to reaa ; but my head was too 

1nuch cliflurbed with the tobacco to bear reading, at 

leail at that time; only having opened the book 

cafually, the firft words that occurre;d to n1e were 

thefe, Call on me in the day of trouble, and I iui!l 

de!hxr, and thou /halt glorify me. 
The ,vords were very apt to n1y cafe, and n1ade 

fome i1npreffion upon n1y thoughts at the time of 

reading then1, though not fo n1uch as they did 

aftery,-ards ; for as for being delivered, the word 

had no found, as I may Joy, to n1e ; the thing,, as fo 

ren1ote, fo i1npofiible in n1y apprehen:fion of things, 

that I began to fay as the children of Ifrael di<l, 

when they ,vere pr01nifcd Belli to eat, Can God fpread 

a table in the s:.:ildernc_f? So I began to fay, Can Gon 

hin1felf dcliYcr n1e from this place ? And as it was 

not for n1any years that any hope appeared, this 

pre\ ailed very often upon n1y thought::; : but, Low~ 

ever, the words made a very great in1prcffion upon 

n1e, and 1 mufed upon then1 very often. It grew now 

late, and the tobacco had, as I fa.id, dozed n1y head 

fo n1uch, that I inclined to f1cep ; fo that I left 1ny 

lan1p burning in the cave, leil I foould want any 

thing in the night, and went to bed; but before I 

lay down, I did what I never had done in all my 
life : I kneelcd do,vn and prayed to GoD to fulfil 

the promife to rae, th~t if I called upon hi1n in the 

day of trouble, he y-1oulcl deli, er 1ne : after n1y 

broken and imperfea prayer was over, I drank the 

run1 in 1,vhich I had ftecped the tobacco, which was 
fo 
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fo fl:rong and rank of the tobacco, that indeed I could 
fcz~rce get it down. In1n1ediately upon this I ·went 
t-a bed, and I found prefentl y it fle;,v up into 1ny 
head violently ; but I fell into a found fleep, and 
waked no n1ore, till by the fun it n1uH: neceffa.rily be 
near three o'clock in the afternoon the next day ; nay, 
to this hour I an1 partly of the opinion, that I Dept 
all the next day and night, and till ahnoft three the 
day after ; for otherwife I knew not how I :fhould 
lofe a day out of 1ny reckoning in the days of the 
·week, as it appeared fome years after I had done; 
for if I had lofi it by croiling and re-croffing the 
line, I ihould have loft n1ore than a day; but in 
1ny account it was loft, and I never knew ,vhich way. 

Be that however one \vay or other, when I 
awaked, I found n1yfelf exceedingly refre:fhed, and 
my fpirits lively and chearfal ; when I got up, I 
,vas H:ronger than I ,vas the day before, and 1ny 
flomach better; for I was hungry ; and, in :fhort, 
I had no fit the next day, but continued much 
altered for the better: this , .. ;ras the 29th. 

The 30th was 1ny well day of courfe, and I went 
abroad with 1ny gun, but did not care to travel too 
far: I killed a lea-fowl or t\vo, fon1ething like a 
brand goofe, and brought them hon1e, but was not 
Yery forward to eat the111 : fo I eat fome n1ore of 
the turtle's eggs, which were very good: this 
evening I rene1.\ ed the medicine ,vhich I had fup
pofcd did 1ne good the day before, viz. the tobacco 
fl eeped in ruin; only I <lid not take fo n1uch as 
before, nor did I chew any of the leaf, or hold my 
head over the fn1oke; however, I was not fo well 
the next day, ,vhich was the Ifl of 'Ju(r, as I hoped 

I 4 I fhould 
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I :fhould have been; for I had a little fpice of the 

cold fit, but it was not n1uch. 

Ju01 2. I renc1Ned the medicine all the three 

,,,ays, and dozed n1yfelf with it at firft, and doubled 

the quantity which I dr,111k. 
July 3. I miiTed the fit for good and all, though I 

did not recover my full ihength for fome weeks 

after. \Vhile I was thus gathering fl:rengrh, my 
thoughts ran exceedingly upon this fcripture 1 I will 

dt!iver thee; and the impoilrbility of my deliverance 

lay much upon my mind, in bar of n1y en:r 

expecting it: but ;is I was difcouraging 1nyfelf ,vith 
fuch thoughts, it occurred to my mind, that I pored 

fo rnuch upon my deliverence frmn the n1ain 

a:ITEB:ion, that I difregarded the deliverance I had 

rec:eiyed ; and I was, as it were, made to afl~ myfoif 

fuch queftions as thefc; viz. I-I ave I not been clcliYered~ 

and wonderfully too, fron1 ficknefs ? fron1 the mof1: 

difi:reifed con<lition that could be, and that was fo 

frightful to inc? and what notice had I tc:~kcn of it ? 
had I clone 111y part ? God had de/i:vcrcd me: but I 

h:rd not g!urijicd him : that is to fay, I had not o, ~ncd 

and been thankful for that as a deli verc:incc ; and how 

could I expea greater deliverance ? 
This touched n1y heart very n1uch, and i1nmc

diately I kneeled clown, and gave Gon thanks aloud1-

for 1ny recovery fron1 my fickncf~. 

Jit(y 4. In the rn.orning I took the biLlc; and, bc

gii1ning at the 1Je,v TeI'rn111e?.1t, I began frri(t 1d1y to 
, • , • .r , r lF cl 1 ·1 relLl 1t, ann 1mpo1ect upon 1ny1c _ to rca a-w,11,e 

ever/ morning and every nidht:? nut tying myCcl; to 

the nu111bc:r of chapters, but as long as my thoughts 

ihould engage 1ne: it was not long aftt;r I fot fcriouf1y 

to this work, but I found 1ny heart 111orc deeply and 
fincerely 
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.fincci-cly affected \ ith the wickednefs of rn.y pafl: life; 
the impreilion of 111-y drean1 reriyeJ, and the vvord~, 
All thq/e things have not brought thee to rcpcntanrc, 
ran feriouf1y in rn.y thoughts : I was carneilly beggin~ 
of Gon to giYe 1ne repentance, when it h~ppened 
providentially the very day, that, reading the fcrip
ture, I came to thcfc words, lie is e::oli'ed a Prinre, 
nnd a Saviour, to gi--ue rCJJClltance, and to g/'L·e rcJJ!jjfion : 
I threw down the book, and with my he:::tt as well 
as n1y hand lifted up to heaven, ia a kind of exfl J.fy of 
joy, I cried out 2.loud, J~fus, thou fin efD;r:id, J(/LIS, 
il•ou exalted Prince ond St!·viour, gi-·ue me rcpcn/ancc .' 

This was the fidl time that I could fav in the true 
✓ f.enfe of the Yi ords, that I prayed in all n1y life; for 

now I prayed ,Yith a fenfe of 111y condition, and \i·it11 
r· . f'l .r ;d , a true 1cnpture v1c,v o L1ope, 1ounae on tnc 

cncouragemtnt of the word of Gon ; and fron1 this 
time, I may fr.y, I LegJ.n to ha-vc hope that Gon 
·v;·ould hear 1ne. 

N O\Y I bcFan to conf1:rue the words mentioned 0 

above, Call on me, ond I <i.;.,:j/f ddi-vcr thee, in a 
.different fenfe frmn what I h2.d ever done before; for 
then I had no notion of any thing being called 
deliverance, but my being dcli 1:crcd fron1 the cap
tivity I was in; for though I ,v,1s indeed at large in 
the place, yet the iibnd was cert~lili:y a prjfon to ine, 
and that in the Vvorft fcnfe i~ the ,vorld ; but now I 
learned to take it in another fr 1fo. Now I looked 
back upon 1ny paft lif ~ ,. :d1 f uch horror, and my 
fins appeared fo dreadful, tha1

· my foul fou~::-11t nothing 
of Gan, but deliYerance fro1n tl1c load of guilt th~t 
bore do,vn all 111y comfort. 1\.s for 111y folitary life~ 
it was nothing; I did not fo rnuch as pray to be deli" 

vered 
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vered frmn it, or think of it; it ,vas all of no 

confideration in con1parifon of this ; and I added 

this part here, to hint to whoever £hall read it, that 

whenever they co1ne to a true fenfe of things, they 

will find deliverance from fin a much greater blefiing 

than diliYerance fron1 affiicci.on. 

But, leaving this part, I return to 1ny journal. 

l\Iy condition began now to be, though not lefs rn.i

ferable as to n1y ,vay of living, yet n1uch eafier tom-' 

mind ; and 1ny thoughts being direcred, by a con

fiant reading the fcripture, and praying to GoD, to 

tLings of a higher nature, I had a great deal of 

con1fort within, \vhich till now I knew nothi1,g of: 

alfo as my health and fhength returned, I befl:irred 

myfelf tofurnifh myfelf with every thing that I wanted, 

anJ 1nake 1ny way of living as regular as I could. 

From the 4th of 'July to the L+th, I was chiefly 

en ployed in walking about with n1y gun in n1y hand 

a little and a little at a tin1c, as a n1an thc'..t wa-; 

gathering 11? his fhength after a fit of ficknefr ; for 

it is 11ardly to be i111agincd how low I was, and to 

what weaknefs I was reduced. 'The application 

which I n1ade ufe of ,vas perfectly nc\"v, and per

haps \vhat had never cured an ague before ; neither 

can I recon1mend it to any one to praclife by this 

experiment ; and though it did carry oif the fit, yet 

it rather contributed to weaken 1ne ; for I had 

frequent convulfions in 1ny nerves and limb3 for 

f on1c ti1ne. 
I learnt fr01n it alfo this in particular, that being 

abroad in the r::.iny fcafon ,vas the mofl: pernicious 
thin°· C 
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thing to 111y health that could be, efpecirllly in thofe 
rain.; which came attended with il:orn1s and hurri
canes of wind ; for as the rain whicl-, came in a dry 
feafon ,vas ahv2.ys n1ofl accompanied with fuch ftorn1s, J ~ 

fo I found this rain was much more dangerous than 
the rain ,vhich fell in September and Oc?ober. 

I had been now in this unhappy iflancl above ten 
111onths ; all poilibility of deliverance frorn this co·n
dition feen1ed to be entirely taken fro111 n1e ; and I 
firmly believed that no hmnan foape had eyer fct 
foot upon that place. IIaving now fecurcd my 
habitation, as I thought, fully to my 1nind, I hacl a 
great defire to n1akc a 1nore perfect difcovery of the 
iDand, and to fee what other productions I might 
find, ,vhich yet I knew nothing of. 

It was the 15th of July that I began to take a more 
particular furvey of the ii1ancl itfelf; I vvent up the 
creek firfl, where, as I hinted, I brought my rafts on 
faore. I found, after I ca1ne about tv.To miles up, 
that the ti<le did not flow any higher, and that it was 
no n1ore than a little brook of running water, and 
very frefh and good; but this being the dry feafon, 
there was hardly any water in fome parts of it, at 
leafl net enough to run into any fiream, fo as it 
could be peiceived. 

On the bank of this brook I found n1any pleafant 
favanna's or 1neadows, plain, f1nooth, and covered 
,vith grafs ; and on the rifing parts of them next to 
the higher grounds, where the water, as it might be 
fuppofed, ne,·er overflowed, I found a great deal of 
tobacco, green, and growing to a great and very 
firong fialk.: there '" ere divers other plants ,vhich I 
had no notion of, or underflanding about ; and 

1night 
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n1ight rcrlP.ps have virtues of their own, vd1id1 I 

couLl not fipJ out. 

I feard:~d for the caffa,'e root, ·which the Indians 

in. ~ll tha~ cEn:ate n1ake their bread of, but I coul<l 

find nnnc. I fa,v large plants of aloes, but did ::1ot 

then unJerfrand them: I f,nv fcveral fugar Glnts, but 

wild, z.1:d, for want of cultivc~tion, impt:rfeB:. I 

contented n1yfelf with thefc difcoyer~es for this tin1c, 

a11d came b,.ck n1ufing ,vith n1yfelf wh~.t courfe I 

n:.ight tal:e to know the virtue and gooc:nefs of any of 

the f1uits or Flants which I fhould difcovcr, but coul.J 

bring it to no condufion; foT, in {hort, I had n1~de 

o 1tt.e omicr .rat!8ll ,v 1.e w:is 111 tne )1'[:)llS, tr.at I 
1
. 1• 1 , r . h' l I • , B r r , 

k.,c\v little of the plant, of the fiek, ,.t leafl very 

little that n1i8bt ferve rne to any prn·po.:e 110\', in 1ny 

1·11 r Ul trC:1;;. 

The next cav, the 16th, I ,,-e1-it up t"hc fame way 

a;;2iin ; and, after going fomethin.~ fa.:ttl:cr tha ·1 I had 

dr 1 e the day before, I found t~e brnc,k ,1nd the 

:L.tYa!Ti1a's be;~;u1 tc ccafe, and the cou:itry became 

nt,wc wooJy than before. In this part I found 

differcn~ fruits, and particularly I found n:clons upon 

the ground in great abt:nclancc, and g:.·a~es upon the 

trees; t11e ,,: 1.l~~s hatl f prcad i::1cleed over the treec;:, 

and the clufl:ers of grape~ v;,:rre juH: now in their 

. . l . .h 'l'h. f . r. 
prune, \'ery rIJ.,e ar1c nc . 1s '"'as a urpn11ng-

difco~,·cry, and I "'N~S cxcecdin0 glad of them, but I 
. f . 1 r I 

,vas ,v~G·ne l by rn y cxpentnce to f'at pan11giy or t 1c1n, 

rcmcrnhcring, then \.-1-·en I w~3 afhorc in Barbmy, 

, lie cc1tiPr- of :I-::-~~1.~cs kilL:J foY'31 ~..i of our Eno-!i/hmc:z 
~ .. -() (._J .I. 

0 .. 

,vho ,vcrc {laycs there, by thto,Yiilg thon into £uxc 

and fevers : but I fl1un<l ,.n excellent ufo ft)r the!"c 

0···a1 c~ ,..i,<l that- was to cure or dry· thi::111 ~a the frm, 
/.") l 4

, , ' L, _. - '- aud 
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an<l keep them as dried grapes or r~~fiEs zlre kepr, 
which I thought would be, as indeed they were, as 

1\ holeforne, and as agreeable to eat, when no grapes 
n1ight be had. 

I fpent zJl that evening there, and went not back 
to 1ny habitation, ,vhich by the, ,vay ,vas the firfr 

night, as I rnight fay, I had lain from hcn1e. In the 
night I took n1y firfl contrivance, and got up into a 
tree, where I flept ,vell, and the next morning pro
ceeded upon 111y di[covery, travelling near four n1iles, 
as I might judge by the length of the valley, keeping 
frill due north, ·with a ridge of hills on the fouth and 

north fide of me . 

..c~.t the end of this 1narch I came to an opening, 
·where the country feen1ed to defcend to the weft ; 
and a little fpring of frefh ,vater, ,vhich iifued out of 

the fide of the hill by me, ran the other way, that is, 
due Eaft ; and the country appeared fo freih, fo green., 
fo flourifhing, every thing being in a conn.ant verdllre 
or :Rourifh of fpring, that it lcoked like a planted 
garden. 

I defcended a little on the fide of that delicious 

valley, furveying it with a fecret kind of pleafure 
(though n1ixed with other aflEft:ing thoughts) to 
th:,1~r LLl'1' L r- 1,1·s \H"S " 11 ·11T7 onr•1 t11·· 1- I \'""JS 1-1··~ ,- ...,~,d 1 1_ J.'\... c:tl 11 \ ,e..,_ <.l.1.1 1 j V\ 1 , 1 Cl t.. \ ' i.:.. 1'-. 11.c, C:tll 

, d ,. 'l ' . . 1 .r "bl d 1 d .. 1orr or al tn1s country llh.1e..:c211 y, ~lll 11a a ngl1t 
f .rr I..,.. 1 . ,, T l l . I . ' 1 o pouc:111011 : ctllu u .t COUiC convev 1t, Ell!.'. nt nave , , u 

it in inheritance, as cmnpletely as any lord of a 
1nano-:.- in Envl11nd. I faw here abn:adance of cocoa-o 

trees, oran6e and lernon, and citron-trees, but all 
\\ild, anll f~,v bcarii1g any fruit ; 2-t lcafr, not tht-n: 
huwe-ver, the green lirnes th;it I g,Hhercd \vcre not 

only pkafant to e;:.t, but ,·cry \dw:~forne; c,!-:d I 
mixed 
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1nixed their juice afterwards with vvater, which n1ade 

it very ,vholefo1ne, and very ecol and refreihing. 

I found now I had bufinefs enough to gather and 

carry ho111e; and-refolved to lay up a fiore, as well 

of grapes as lin1es and lemons, to furnifh 1nyfelf for 

the wet feafon, which I knew ,vas approaching. 

In order to do this I gathered a great heap of 

grapes in one place, and a leffer heap in another 

place, and a great parcel of limes and lemons in 

another place; and taking a few of each vvith rne, I 

travelled hmne,vard, and refolved to con1e again, and 

bring a bag or fack, or what I could 1i1ake, to carry 

the rdl home. 
Accordingly, having fpent three days in this 

journey, I can1e home (fo I rnufi no\v call 1ny tent, 

anJ 1ny cave;) but before I got thither, the grapes 

,,Tere fpoiled; the richnefs of the fruit, and the 

weight of the juice, having broken them, and bruifed 

them, they were good for little or nothing ; as to the 

li:;.11c-,, they were goo<.l, but I could bring but a few. 

The ne!~t da), being the I 9th, I \'vent back, hav

ing n1ade n1e two fmall bag3 to bring home my 

ha1vefi:: But I v. as furprifed, Y1hen co!ning to 1ny 

heap of grapes, which were fo rich an<l fine when I 

gathered them, I found then1 all fpi·ead abroad, trod 

to pieces, and dragged about, forne here, fome there, 

and abundance eaten and devoured : By this I con

cluded there were fome wild creatures thereabout~, 

which had done this; but whac i.hcy were I knew 

not. 
I-Io\Yever, as I found there was no laying them up 

on heaps, and no carrying them a\\·ay in a fack, but 

that one way they would be ddl:royeJ, and the other 
way 
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,..,,,ay they ,vould be crufhed with their own weight, I 
took another courfe; for I gathered a large quantity 
of the grapes, and hung then1 upon the out branches 
of the trees, that they n1ight cure and dry ia the fun; 
and as for the limes and lemons, I carried as 1nany 
back as I could well ftand under. 

\Vhen I can1e ho1ne fr01n this jot!.rney, I conte1n. 
plated with great pleafure on the fr:.1itfulnefs of that 
Yalley, and the pleafantnefs of the fituation~ the fecurity 
fron1 Horms on that fide of the \Yater, and the wood; 
and concluded that I had pitched upon a place to fix 
n1y abode which was by far the worCT: part of the 
country. Upon the whole, I began to confider of 
re1noving my habitation, and to look out for a place 
equally fafe as where I now was fituated, if poilible, 
in that pleafaP t ft 1 '; tfn 1. r..,c11 ~ of the ii1and. 

Tnis thought ran long in n1y head, and I was 
exceeding fond of it for fome time, the pleafantnefs 
of the place ten1pting me; but when I c;;1n1e to a 
nearer view of it, and to confider that I was no,v by 
the fea fide, where it was at leaft poffible that fon1c
thing might happen to 1ny advantage, and that the 
f1n1e ill fate that brought n1e hither 1niglit briu~ 
fome other unhappy wretches to the fan1e place.; and 
though it was fcarce probable that any fuch thing 
fhould ever happen, yet to inclofe n1yfdf an1011g the 
hills and woods, in the centre of the itland, was to 
anticipate n1y bondage, and to render fuch an affair 
not only improbable, but i1npofiible ; and th2.t th~re. 
fore I ought not by any 111eans to remove. 

I--:Iowevcr, I was fo ena111oured with this place, that 
I fpent n1uch of my tin1e there for the wLole re1nain
ing part of the n1onth of July ; and though, hp )ll 

focond 
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fecon<l thoughts I refol-ved as above, not t0 remove, 

yet I built n1e a little kind of a boYver, and furroundeJ 

it at a diH:ance with a {hong fence, being a double 

hedge, as high 2.s I could reach, well ftaked anJ 

filled bet\vcen with brufh\';. ood ; and here I lay very 

frcure, fo1netin1es two or three nights together, 

al w a) s going oyer it with a ladder, as before 3 fo that I 

fancied 110"\V I had my country houfe, and my feacoaft 

houfo : anll this work took n1e up the beginning of 

Auru/l. 
0 , 

I h~1.d but ncY.:ly finifhed my fence, and began to 

enjoy n1y labour, but the rains ca111e on, and m8.de 

n1e fl:ick clofe to 111y fidt habitation ; for though I 

b1d 1112,_de n1e 2.. teEt like the other, with a piece of a 

fail, and fpread it vei-y ,vell, yet I had not the {helter 

cf an hill to keep 1ne fron1 frvi ~::;;, ~.::, :· a cave behind 

inc to retreat into ,vhen the rains were extraordinary. 

About the beginning of Augzfl, as· I faid, I had 

fini:fhed rny bo·yvcr, and began to enjoy 1nyfclf. The 

third of Augujl I found the grapes I had hung up 

were pcrfcclly dried, and indeed were excellent good 

rcti.Gns of the fun; fo I began to take the1n t:own 

from the trees, and it ·was yery happy that I did fo ; 
for the rains which follo,ved ,vould have fpoilcd them, 

ai1d I hc1.d lofr the befr, part of my winter food ; for I 

had above two hund:i-ed large bunches of them. No 

fooner had I t;.iken then1 all clown, and carrieu n101c 

of then1 hon1e to rny cave, but it began to rain; and 

f:0111 thci1ce, which was the fcurtetn.th of Augzjl, it 

rzciEed n1orc or lefa every dc1y, till the n1iddle of ' 

08ober ; :u1d fometimes fo -riclentl v, that I could not . , 

ftir ou~ of :my c1Ye for fcvcr~1..l daYs. 
, J 

I I . ~ r - , r .. ~ l . , . 1 . r 
n. t 11s 1e2.10n l ,.-a:, !nucn .Ltupruec ,v1t11 t 1e F1crea1e 

cf mv famil v : I 1--.:h.l be :-n concerned for the lofs of 
• ,I 

one 
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nn_c of 111y cats, ·\"rho ran a-vv·ay fron1 111e, or, as I 

thoaght, had been dead ; and I heard no n1ore tale 

or tidings of her, till to 1ny aflonifhrnent {he came 

hmne about the end -of Augefc, with three kittens. 

This was the n1ore ftrange to me, becaufe though I 
had killed a wild cat, as I · called it, with n1y gun, 

yet I thought it was a quite different kind froin our 

European cats ; yet the young cats were the fame 
kind of houfe breed like the old one; and both n1y 

cats being females, I thought it very firange : but 
from thefe three cats, I afterwards can1e to be f o 

pefl:ercd ,vith cats, that I was forced to kill then1 like 

vermin, or wild bcafls, and to drive thcn1 fro111 1ny 
houfe as 1nuch as poilible. 

Fron1 the fourteenth of Augzift to the twenty-fixth, 
inceffant rain, fo that I could not fiir, and was now 
very careful not to be n1uch \\i·et. In this confinernent 

I began to be ftraightencd for food; but vc1:turing 
out twice, I one day killed a goat: and the lafi day, 
which was the tv~·enty-fixth, found a vcrv lanre 

. 0 

tortoife, "\Yhich ,v~s a treat to 1ne, aad rny foocl v.'::.'.S 
regulated thus : I eat a bunch of raiuns for rny 
breakfaft, a piece of the go~ts fldh:l or of the turtle, 

for 111y dinner, broiled (for to rny great 1nisf01~tune I 
had no veffel to boil or fl: C\V aay thing ; ) and t\vo or 
three of the turtle's eggs for fL'FJc:r. 

During t,his confincE1e!1t in rn.y cov2r by the rain, 
I \Ym+cd daily t"'.YO or three hours at enlarging n1y 

cave; and, by degrees, ,,:or -~d it 011 towards one 
fide, till I can1e to the outfide of the hi:1, and n1ade 

a door or way out, which came beyond 1ny fonce or 
wall; and fo I carnc in an<l 01..1.t this way: b~..1t I v,as 
not perfectly ear y at laying fo open ; fo:· as I had 

V oL. I. Y 1nanaged 
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managed myfelf before, I was in a perfect indofurer. 

whereas now I thought I lay expofed; and yet I 

could not perceive that there v;as any living thing 

to fear, the biggefl: creature that I had feen upon the 

iiland being a goat. 

September the thirtieth. I was now con1e to the 

unhappy anniverfary of my landing : I caft up the 

notches on my pofl:, and found I had been on fhore 

three hundred and fixty-five days. I kept this day 

as a folemn fafl:, fetting it apart to a religious exer. 

cife, profirating myfelf to the ground with the moft 

ferious humiliation, confeiling n1yfelf to God, ac. 

lu1owledging his righteous judgment upon me, and 

praying to hin1 to have 1nercy on n1e, through Jefus 

Chrift ; and having not tailed the leaft rcfrefhment 

for t,velve hours, even till the going do,Yn of the fun, 

I then eat a bifcuit-cake, and a bunch of grapes, ancl 

went to bed, fini{hing the day as I began it. 

I had all this time obferved no fabbath-day; for as 

at firfl: I had no fenfe of religion upon 111y 1nind, I 

had after fome ti1ne 01nitted to difi:inguifa the weeks, 

by making a longer notch than ordinary for the 

fabbath-d~1.y, and fo did not really know ,vhat any of 

the days V-• cre ; but novv1, having caft up the days a,. 

above, I found I had been there a year; fo I div'.icled 

it into \,;eeks, and 1et apart every feventh day for 3. 

fabbath ; though I found at the end of my account I 

had loft a clay or two of my reckoning. 

A little after this 111y ink began to fail me, and. 

Jo I contenteLl myfelf to ufe it n1orc fparingly, and to 

write down only th~ moit r.;markable events of Ill)' 

life, ·without continuing a daily memorandum of 

,,ther thinF~-...J ~-

The. 
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The rainy f eafon, and the dry feafon, began no,v 
to appear regular to me, and I learned to divide them 
fo as to provide for then1 accordingly. But I bought 
an my experience before I had it; and this I arri 
going to relate, was one of the n1oft difcouraging 
experiments that I made at all. I have n1entioned, 
that I had faved the few ears of barley and rice which 
I had fo furprifingly found fpring up, as I thought, 
of themfelves, and believe there were about thirty 
fialks of rice, and about twenty of barley; and now 
I thought it a proper time to fow it after the rains, the 
fun being in its fouthern pofition going fron1 me. 

Accordingly I dug up a piece of ground, as well 
as I could, with my wooden fpade, and dividing it 
into two parts, I [owed n1y grain; but as I was fow~ 
ing, it cafually occurred to n1y thought, that I woulJ. 
not fow it all at fir.fl:, becaufe I did not know when 
was the proper tin1e for it ; fo I fowed about two 
thirds of the feeds, leaving about an handful of each. 

It ,vas ~ great comfort to me afterwards that I did 
fo, for not one grain of that I fowed this time came 
to any thing; for the dry 111011ths following, the earth 
having had no rain after the feed was fo,vn, it had 
no 1noiflure to affifl: its gro,vth, and ne-rer came up . 
~~t all, tili the wet fcafon hall come again, and then 
it grew as if it haJ been newly fown. 

Finding ray firfl: feed di<l not grow, which I eafily 
imagined ,vas by the drought, I fough~ for a moifi:er 
piece of ground to n1;1kc another tnal in; and I dug 
up a p:ece of ground near 1ny new bower, and fowed 
the rcft of my fe~cl in 1: bruary, a little before the 
vernal equinox; and this, having the rainy n1onths 
9f JVlan:h and April to Y-:ater it> fprung up very plea .. 

K 2 fantly 
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fantl y, and yielded a very good crop ; but havinf; 

part of the feed left only, and not daring to fow all 

that I had yet, I had but a fn1all quantity at lafi, n1y 

,-rhole crop r..ot amounting to above half a peck of 

each kind. 
But by this experience I wa3 made n1after of 111y 

bufinefs, and knew exaclly when the proper feafon 

\vas to fo-w ; and. that I might expea t~.vo feed ti1nes, 

and t\vo harvefl:s, every year. 
While this corn \Vas gro\ving, I n1ade a little dif .. 

covery, ,vhich was of ufe to 1ne after-wards : As foon 

as the rains were over, and the weather began to 

fettle, which was about the n1onth of l>kvembcr, I 

made a vifit up the country to n1y bower, \\ here 

though I had not been fon1e months, yet 1 found all 

things jufr as I left thern. The circle or double hedge 

that I had m2.de, was not only finn and entire, but 

the fiakes ,vhich I had cut off of fon1e trees that grew 

thereabouts, wei;e all i11ot out, and gro\\'ll ,, ith long 

branches, as n1uch as a, willow tree uf ually fooots the 

firfi year after lopping its head. I could not tell 

what tree to call it that thefe flakes were cut fron10 

I was f urprifed, and yet very ,vell pleafed, to fee the 

young trees grow ; and I pr.uned them., an<l led the1n 

up to g1~ow as n1uch alike as I could; and it is fcarce 

credible, how bcautifcl a figure they grew into ie. 

three years ; fo· that though the hedge ma-le a circle 

of about twenty-five yards in diarr.eter, yet the trees, 

for fuch I might now call them, foon co-.·crecl it; 

and it was a complete :fhacle, fufficicnt to. lodge eP.der 

all the dry feafon. 
,.;lus n1a<le me refol've to cut fome n1cn-c fiJl'cS, 

and make 1ne an hedge like this in a femicircle round 
:my 
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-1ny waU, I 1nean that of my fin1: dwelling, which I 
did; and placing the trees or flak.es in a double row, 
at above eight yards difl:ance from my fir.fl: fence; they 
grew pref en ti y, and were at firfi a fine cover to 1ny 
habitation, and aften1:rards ferved for a defence alfo, 
as I fhall obfcrve in its order. 

I found now, that the feafons of the year 1night 
generally be divided, not into fummer and winter, as 
in Europe, but into the rainy feafons, and the dry 
feafons, which ,vcre gene1ally thus : 

}Ialf February, l . 
· D ~1n'I~ 71 T . l I L ~c. ' • 

JL,.aruJ, ~ ., , 
the fun being then on, or 
near, the equinox. 1-Ialf April,j 

.I-Ialf A_pril,1 
7'/Ta,, 

J.,_,_ n I 
June,?" Dry, 
Ju(v, ! 

-'T T lf A J/7 J naL ugz[;1,, 

_ ai llg?!J,, -

the fun being then to th~ north 
r h 1· 01 L e 11.1e 

'f-I lf A 1 7 
September, l> Rain~ tl?-e fui:i being then co1ne back. 

'rT If O 1 

.ua Elober~J 
I-Ialf OBober, 7 

}lovember, f . 
December, !Dry, .the fun bein.?. then to the fouth 
'Ya;1"ar;1 .of the hne. 
I • ·"' ' 

l:Ialf fcbrua;J',_j 

The rainy fe::i.fon fo1nedmes held longer or fhorter, 
as the \Yinds happened to blow; but this was the 
gene;al obfervation I n1;,ide. ,After I had found, by 
experience, the ill con:equence of being abroad in 
the rain, I took care to furnifn n1yfelf with proviiion 
beforehand, that I n1ight not be obliged to go out ; 

K 3 and 
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and I fat \Yithin doors as n1uch as poilible during the 

wet 1nonths. 

In this tirn.e I found much employment ( and very 

f ui table alfo to the time) for I found gre2..t occafion 

of many things v·hich I had no way to furni{h myfelf 
with, but oy h;1.rd Llbom·, and conH:ant application; 

particnbrly, I tried 1nauy ,,1ays to n1ake 111yfelf a. 

ba&.et; but all the twigs I could get for the purpofe 
pro-vecl fo brittle, that they would do nothing. It 

proved of excellent advantage to me now, that when 

I was a boy: I ufcd to take great delight in fianding 

at a baiket-1naker's in the to1,vn where n1y father frn~d, 
to fee them make their wicker ware ; anLl being, as 

boys ufually are, very officious to help, and a great 

obferver of the manner how they vvorked thofc things, 

and fometin1es lent an hand, I had by this 111cans fo 

full kno,vledge of the methods of it, that I wanted 

nothing but the 1naterials ; \vhcn it cnne into 111y 
1nind, that the tv;igs of that trc2 fr01n ,Yhencc 1 cut 

my flakes that grew, 1night potEbly be as 1 ough as 

•ihe fallo,vs and wiliows, and oiier8, in Ellglancl; 
and I rc:folved to try. 

Acconlingly the next day I \Yent to my country .. 
_houfe, as I called it, and cutting fo111e of the frna1l cr 
t\\igs, I found them· to n1y purpofc as much as I 

could cldirc ; ,--; hereupon I came the next time pre

pared ,vith an hatchet to cut dcwn a quantity, v, hich 
,f foon found, fer there was a great plenty of them : 

1 hcfe I fet up to dry withi~1 my circle or hedges ; an~l 

·v:hen they were fit for ufe, I carried them to DI '-: 

cave; and here <luring th'.:! ll('Xt foafon I employc~1 

myldf in mak.i1Jg, (as well as I could) a great nia11y 

ba1ket~~ both to carry earth, or to carry or by up 

m1y 
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any thing, as I had occafion; and though I did not 

finifh thern very handfon1el y, yet I made them 

fufficiently ferviceable for my purpofe ; and thus 

afterwards I took care never to be without them; 

"and as n1y wicker-·ware decayed I 1nade n1ore; efpe• 

cially I n1ade £1:rong deep baikets to place n1y corn 

in, inflead of facks, when I ihould c01ne to have 

any quantity of it. 
Having 1naftered this difficulty, and employed a 

world of time about it, I beil:irred 1nyfelf to fee, if 

poffible, how to fupply t,vo wants. I had no veffels 

to hold any thing that was liquid, except two rundlets, 

,vhich were ahnoft full of rum, and forne glafs bottles, 

fome of the common fize, and others which were 

cafebottles fquare, for the holding of waters, fpirits, 

&c. I had not fo n1uch as a pot to boil any thing in, 

except a great kettle which I faved out of the fhip, 

and which was too big for fuch ufes as I defired it 

for, viz. to make broth, and fi:ew a bit of meat by 

itfelf. The fecond thing I would fain have had, was 

a tobacco pipe, but it vvas impoffible for me to make 

one ; however, I found a contrivance for that too 

at lafl:. 
I employed myfelf in planting my fecond rows of 

flakes of piles, and in this wicker work, all the 

fmnrner, or <lry feafon; when another bufinefs took 

1ne up 1nore ti1ne than it could be imagined I could 

fpare. 
I 111entioned before, that I had a great n1ind to fee 

the whole iiland, and that I had travelled up the brook, 

4111d fo on to where I built my bower, and where I 

had an opening quite to the fea, on the other fide of 

the ifland. I now rcfolved to travel quite acrofs to 
K 4 the 
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the fea ihorc on that fide: So taking my gun, and. 
hatchet, ar~d 1ny dog, and a larger quantity of po,vder 
and {hot than uf ual, with t\vo bifcuit-cakes, and a 
great bunch of raifins in n1y pouch, for my fl:ore, I 
began n1y journey. \¥hen I had paired the vale 
where n1y bo\ver fl:oocl, as above, I came within 
Yicw of the fea, to the ,vefi:; and it being a very clear 
day, I fairly defcried land, whether an ifland or con .. 
tinent I could not tell; but it lay -very high, e::.:tend .. 
ing fron.1 the wefr, to th(; "\~T. S. "\V. at a very great 
difi:ance ; by my gucfs it could not be lefs tLan fiftee1l 
or t,vcnty leagues off. 

I could not tell ·what part of the world this li,ight 
be, othen\ ife than that I knc·w it mufl be part of 
America ; and, as I concluded by all n1y obfcrvations, 
mufl be near the Spanifh dominions, .:md perhaps 
y·as all :nhabited by favage"', ,vhere if I fhoukl 
have landed, I had been in a worfe concEtion than I 
was no .v ; and therefore I acquiefceci" in the difpofi
tions of Providence, which I began now to ·o\vn, and 
to believe, ordered eYery thing for th~ be.ft ; I fay, 
I quieted my mind with this, and left afilicling 1ny~ 
fclf with fruitlefs wi{hes of being there. 

Tididcs, after fome paufc upon this affair, I con
:fidercd, th~it if this hin<l was the Spanifh coaft, I 
fhould C(.rtainl v, one time or olhcr, fee fo111c vefiels , 

pa:s or r ' ... pafs C1ile way or other ; but if not, then it 
w2.s the :L·.r~lge coafl: betwcn the Spanijh country and 
Br:lja, \'. hich were indeed the wor1l of .:avages ; for 
tht y are c:i.rii 1 a]s, or men-eaters, and fail not to 
1nurder and devour all the human bodies that fall 
· nto their hands. 
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'\Vith thefe confiderations I walked very leifurely 
.forward. I found that fide of the iiland where I now 
was, 1i1uch pleafanter than 1nine, the open or favanna 
fields f weet, adorned ~ ith flowers and grafs, and 
full of very fine woods. I faw abundance of parrots, 
and fain would I have caught one, if poilible, to 
have kept it to be tarrre, and taught it to fpeak to 
n1e. I did, after fome pains taking, catch a young 
parrot ; for I knocked it down with a frick, and 
havin6 recovered it, I brought it home, but it was 
fon1e yeai:s before I could make him fpeak. However, 
at lafr I taught hi!n to call me by rny name very 
familiarly : but the accident that followed, though 
it be a trifle, will be very diverting in its place. 

I was exceedingly diverted with this journey: I 
found in the low grounds, hares, as I thought them 
-~o be, and foxes, but they differed greatly from all 
the other kinds I had n1et with ; nor could I fatisfy 
n1yfelf to eat then1, tho:.1gh I killed feveral : but I 
hatl no need to be -venturous ; for I had no \Vant of 
food, and of that ,vhich \vas very good too ; efpe
ciall y thefe three forts, viz. goats, pigeons, and 
turtle or tortoifc ; ,vhich, added to n1y grapes, 
Leadenhall market co:.lld not have furn.ifhed a better 
t;,.ble than I, in proportion to the co1np2tny : and 
though 1ny cafe was deplorable enough, yet I had 
g re2..t caufc for thz.nkfuliu:fa, that I \vas not driven 
4

0 any extremities for food; but rather plenty, even 
... <l . ,_• .. o cll ilLlCS. 

I never travelled in this journey above two miles 
outright in a clay, or thereabouts ; but I took fo 
1n'1.ny turns and returns, to. fee what difcO',reries I cou:J 
1nakc, that I ctln1e we~rv cnour-h to the 1·Jbce wher.::! 

• ,I 0 

I rcfolved 
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I refoivcd to fit down for all night; and th:;n either 
repofed n1yfelf in a tree, or furrounded 1nyfelf with 
a row of Hakes fet upright in the ground, eith~r front 
one tree to another, or fo as no ·wild creature could 

ccme at 1ne ,vithout waking me . 

.fLs foon as I ca1ne to the fea-ihorc, I \\ as f urprifed 

to fee that I had taken up my lot on the \v"Grit fide of 
the iCTand; for here indeed the {hoi·e was covered 
.. ,·-:ith innumerable turtles, ,vhereas on the other fide 
I had found but three in a year and an half. I-!ere 

\Yas alfo an infinite number of fo\vls of many kinds, 

fon1e of which I had not feen before, and n1any of 
thern very good n1eat ; but f uch as I knew not the 
names of, except thofe callcJ penguins. 

I couid have :!hot as many as I pleafed, but was 
very [paring of my povvder and foot : and therefore 
had rnore rnind to kill a fhe-go2.t, if I could, \Yhich 

I could better feed on : and though there vYere many 
tTOats here 1nore than on the other fide of the ifland, 
0 

";et it was ·with much n1ore difficulty th;}t I could come 
r:ear them ; the country being fiat and even, and 
rhey faw n1e much fooner thaE ·when I was on the 

I co!1.fefs this fide of the country ,~,as much piea
.:-L.rter th~1.n n1ine, but Yet I had not the leafl inclina-
' ✓ 

\inn to remove; for as I \\·as fixed in my habitation, 

it became natural to me, and I feemcd all the while 

1 \',:as here to be, 2.s it were, upon a journey, and 
fron1 home: however, I traYelled along the {hore of 
he fca to .. vards the eail:, I fuppofe, about twelve 

ini!es ; and then fetting up a great pole upon the 
:fhore for a mark, I concluded I \vould go hon1e 

~g?.rn ; and the nq:t journey I tock ihould be on 
the 
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the other fide of the ifland, eafl: frmn n1y dwellinr, 
and fo round, till I came to n1y pofi: again : of which 

in its place. 
I took another Yvay to c01ne back than that I went, 

thinking I could eafily keep all the iibnd fo much 
in n1y view, that I could not n1ifs finding 111y firil 
dwelling by vie\ving the country; but I found myfclf 
111ifl:aken ; for being come about two or three 1niles, 
I found my{elf defccnded into a very large valle~r ; 
but fo f urrou:1decl with hills, and thofe hills covered 
;,vith woods, that I could not fee which was my v,,'ay 
by any direction but that of the fun; nor even then, 
\Jnlef,; I knew very well the pofition of the fun at that 
1 i:ne of the day. 

It happened, to my farther misfortt1.ne, that t1ie 
wealher proved h:izy for three or four days, ·while I 

. h. i 1 d 1 • 1 1 r , .r. ,, as 111 t 1s va, ey ; an not oe1ng ao1e to 1,:::e tnc 1u11, 
1 wandered about very uncon1fortably, and at la{t 
'Was obliged to fine. out the fea-fide, look for n1y pofl, 
and come back the fame "\.,.;ay I went; and th(:n by 
eafy journies I turned homevtard, the weather being 
exceeding hot ; and 1ny gun, ammunition, hatchet, 
and other things, ycry heavy. 

In this journey my dog furprifed a young ki<l, and 
Seized upon it; and I runni:1g in to take hoid of it, 
caught it, and favcd it alive fr01n the J.og : I had a 
great 1nind to bring it hon1e, if I could ; for I had 
often been mnfing whether it 111ight not be poiELlc 
to get a kid or t,vo, and fo 12.ife a br~cd of tarnc 
goats, ,vhich n1ight fupply 111e \\ heri. my powder and 
fhot fhould be f pent. 

• 1 n1ac'.e a collar for this little creature, and ,,ith a 
firing ,-:hich 1 niadc of fom~ rope yarn, which I 

al"lv,n .s 
J 
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;,,hvays carried about n1e, I led him along, thoug11 
with fome difficulty, till I ca111e to n1y bower, and 
there I enclofed hi1n, and left him ; for I was very 
impatic.nt to be at hom.e, from whence I had been 
abl"ent 2.bove a iTion:h. 

I cE1not c;;::prefs ,vhat a fatisfafti.on it was to me 
t . t , , ~ t h 1 1· 1 • o come IILo n1y o.:.ci. ~~u (: , anu 1e uown 1n n1y 
harnmock-bed : this little ,vandering journey, \1lithout 
.a fc~tlcd place of abode, had b::~n fo unpleafant to 
n1c, that n1y O\Yll hot!fc, as I czJied it to n1yrfelf, 
1.vas a perfea fettle1nent to me, compared to that ; 
anJ it rendered tYery thing about rae fo comfortable, 
that I refol :ul I would ne•:er go a great ,vay fron1 
it again, whik it :fhould be 1ny lot to ftay on t!;.e 
i11ancL 

I rcpofed myf elf hen: a week, to refi and regale 
n1yfelf after my long journey ; du!'ing which, moft. 
of the tin,.e \Yas takea up in th,; ,veighty afriir of 
rnaking a cz,~e for n1y poll, \vho beg:111 no,v to be a 
1nerc (.:0me!Hc, and to be zr:.ighty wdl acquainted. 
'\,·ith nic. Then I began to think of the poor kid,, 
which I hat.l pent in within my little circle, and 
refoive<l to go and fetch it ho;.nc, a~-id give it fomc 
food ; accordingly I y;·cnt, ,;nd found it where I le.ft 
it; frn: iildced it could not g..::t oat, {mt was almofr 
ftarve<l f<.,r ·want of food ,· I ,vent ancl cu: bo:.u~·hs of <.., 

tr~es anJ branch-..:3 of fuch {"!-1rubs c.l3 I could find, 
2.ncl thre~.-v it o-vcr, and h<'..viI J.g feel it, I ti~ ... l it as I 
did bc~·orc? to L::id it aw~y; but it was fo tame with 
beinfT lrnnoT)", that I had no nC'ed to h2.•;c tied it ; <..) 0 

for it follmxeu n1e like a dog ; and as I continually 
cd it, the creature beca~c fo lo·:ing, fo gentle, 

and fo fond, that it bec~~me fr01n that ti1ne one 
r 0~ 



{'lf my c.on1eftics alfo, 2nd ·would neycr leaye 1ne: 
~1fte:·,vards. 

The rainy feafon of the J-iutumnal Equino---c wa5 

JlO'\'V c01ne, and I kept the 30th of September in the 
r I"l Tr b • 1 • r 1ame 10.1.ernn 111anner as oerore, "'e1ng tnc ann1ver:..ary 

of n1y landing on the i{bnd, having now been there 
two years, and no 1nore profpca of being delivered 

than the firfl day I came there. I fpent the whole 
day in hu1nble and th~nkful 2.ckno-·.vledg111e11ts of the 

:nnny wonderful 1nercies which 1ny folitary condition 
,vas attended with, and Yrithou.t '\vhich it n1ight have 

been infinitely 1nore miforable. I gave humble and 
hearty thanks, that G on had been nleafed to di[co~vcr 

• i 

to me even that it ,cas poilible I 111ight be n1orc 
happy in this folitary condition than I fhoulJ. ha-ve 

been in a liberty of fociety, and ia ail the plcafurcs 

of the ,vorlcl: that he could fully n1ake up to me the 

deficiencies of :rn.y folittiry ftate, and the ,vant of 

l1i..1m:111 fociety, 1y his p:::efence, and the con1i.11uni ... 
cation of his grace to rn.y fm.~1, fupporring, co01~ 

farting, and encouraging 1ne to <lepencl upon hi~ 

providen:::e tere, a~1d hope for his eternal prcfo:1ce 
hereafter . 
. It \Yas no'",:; thzlt T began fenfibly to feel how n1nch 

1nore happy the life I now led ·was, ,vith all its 

n1iferable circumflancc.:, tbai1 the wicked, cur:c:d, 

aborn·Eable Efo I l~tl ~.!1 t:1e pare 1)art of m.y clays; 
and now, having ch2.nr-rcl bolh n1y forro :\·s a:1d n1y.,. 

L, 0 

J·oy-' ·nv very J. fo·,,s ahe•· ·J n1v ·1fl"e'fo•1~ c11·,-~(·""·' 
,i ... 

1 , .1 • ., ._ _....... ... ""' 1 ..._ , i. J '-- -l L J. v ... _.::....1L6 \...,u 

their gL\ft,. and my dclibht3 were perkd:: f new fro::n 

wlnt tl ey ·were at firft coming, or in<lccd for the 
t\:o : et'.rs pafi. 
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Before as I walked about, either on my hunt:ng:> 
or for viewing the country, the anguiih of my foul 
at my condition would break out upon n1e on a 
fudden, and n1y very heart would die ,vithin rr.e, to 
think of the woods, the mountains, the defarts I ,vas 
in ; and how I W,tS a prifoner, locked up with the 
eternal bars and bolts of the ocean, in an uninhabited 
·wilclerncfs, without reden1ption. In the 111i<lft of 
the greateft c0111pofures of n1y mind, this ·would 
break out upon me Eke a fiorn1, and n1ade me \\Ting 
my hands, and ,ve'-p like a child. S01netimes it 
i.vould take 111e in the middle of my wurk, and I 
"\\-ould i1nn1cdiately fit down and figh, and look 
upon the ground for an hour or t,vo together, and 
this ,vas frill worie to n1e ; for if I could burfl: out 
into tears, or vent myfclf by words, it would go 
off, and the grief, having exhaufied itfelf, ,vould 

abate~ 
But now I began to exercife n1yfelf with ne,v 

thoughts ; I daily read the word of Gon, and applied 
all the comforts of it to n1y prefent fiate. One 
1norning, being very fad, I opened the bible upon 

thefe words, I czcil/ never, ucvcr leave thee, nor 
jOJjl'lke t,0ee ! Immediately it occ,urred, that thefe 
words were to n1e , why elfe :fhould they be direJ:ed 
in fuch a manner, juft at the 1noment when I Vi'aS: 

n1ourning, over rny condition, as one forfaken of 
Gon z.nd n1an? Well then, faid I, if Gon does not 
forfake n1e, of \vhat ill confequence can it be, or 
\-;;·hat matters it, though the world ihoulc{ all forfake 
me ; frebg, on the other hand, if I had all the 
\,:·orld, and iliculd lofe the favour and blefiing of 
GoD, th.ere y,-ould be no coDparifon in the Iofs ? 

I'r~nl 
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Frmn this n1on1ent I began to conclude in n1y 
n1ind, that it was poilible for me to be more happy 
in this forfaken, folitary condition, than it was 
probable I ihould have ever been in any other par
ticular fl:ate in the world ; and with this thought I 
\vas going to give thanks to Gon for bringing r11e to 

this place. 
I know not what it was, but fomething ihocked 

1ny mind at that thought, and I durfl: not fpeak the 
v,ords: how canfl: thou be fuch an hypocrite (faid I, 
even audibly), to pretend to be thankful for a con
dition, which, however thou mayft endeavour to be 
contented with, thou wouldft rather pray heartily to 
be delivered fr0111 ? So I flopped there; but though 
I could not fay I thanked Gon for being there, yet 
I fincerely ga1:e thanks to Con for opening my eyesj 
by whatever affiiaing providences, to fee the forrner 
{:ondition of n1y life, <1.nd to n1ourn for rny wickednefs, 

and repent. I never opened the bible, or fhut it, 
but my very foul within me blefied Gon for direB:ing 
1ny friend in England, ·without any order of mine, 

to p::1ck it up among my goods ; and for afiiiling 
rne aftcrwar<ls to fave it out of the wreck of 
1.he !hip. 

Thu;), and in this difpofition of n1ind, I began 

my third year ; and though I have not given the 
rul.der the trouble of fo particular an account of n1y 
works this year as at the firfi, yet in general it may 
be obforved, that I ·was very feldom idle; havii.1g 
r.=~~ukrly divid-::J my time, according to the fc•;cral 
daily employmen.ts that \,-ere before me ; fuch as~ 
fir/1:; my clnty to Gon, and rc::iding the fcripturcs, 
1.rhich I conft~mt1y frt apart fome tin1e for, thrice 
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every day. Secondly, the going abroad with 1n:t 
gun for food, which generally took me up three 

houn every morning wh~n it did not rain,. 
·rh· ,1 I ~ . . 
.L _ira1y, t 1e oruenng, cunng, preferving, and 

cooking what I had killed or catched for my 
fupp!y; thefe took up great part of the day: alfo it 
i3 to be confidered, that in the 111iddle of ·the day, 
\Vhen the fun was in the zenith, the violence of the 

heat \Vas too great to :f1:ir out ; fo that aboat four 
hours in the evening was all the ti1ne I could be 

f uppofed to work in; with this exception, that 

fometimes I chci.nged my hours of hunting and 

"\Yorking, and we:it to work in the morning, and 
abroad with n1y gun in the afternoon. 

'l.,o this iliort time allo,ved for labour, I defire 

may be added the exceeding faborioufnefs of n1y 

work ; the n1any hours, \vhich for \Yant of tools, 

y,·:.1.nt of help, and vvant of ikil1, every thing that I 

did took up, out of n1y titnc: for cxan1ple, I was 

fell t\vo-anJ-forty days n1aking 1ne a board for a 
long :fhelf, ,vhich I wanted in 1ny cave; ,vhereas two 

fawyers, with their tools and fa:rv-pit, \Youlcl hive cut 

fix of thcn1 out of the fan1c tree in half a day. 

lVIy cafe was this: It ,-vas to be a large tree whicfa 
was to be cut d~v:rl, bec~ufe my board was to be a 
bro2d one. The tree I ·was three days a cutting 

dov:n, and two m.orc cutting off the boughs, and 
reducing it to a log, or piece of tin1ber. "\iVith 
incx~)reffible hac1::ng and he\ving I re~ucecl both the 

fides of it into chi:)s, till it began to be iight encugh 

I 1 . ' . .r.1 1·· to n10 1:e ; then turrnx 1t, anct 1na.dc 0:1e 11 c e o · it 

f1nooth antJ. fiat, as a boa-·d, frmn end to e1~d: then 

turning th~'..t fide do-Wi.1\Yard, cut th~ other fi'-!t till I 
brought 
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brought the plank to be about three inch~s thick, 
and fn1ooth on both fi<les. A.ny one n1ay judge th,; 
labour of 1ny hands in fuch a piece bf work; but 
labour and patience carried rue through that and 
1nany other thin6s ; I only obferve this in partlcu 1;,ir, 
to fhc,v the rcafon why fo much of nly tirne ,\·ent 
~r-..,·ay \,·ith fo little work, Yiz. That what raight L~ a 
little to be done ,vith help and tools, was a Yait 
labour, and required a prodigious time to do alone, 
and by hand. ~ 

But not\vithflanding this, with patience and 
labour, I went through n1any things, anrl indeed 
eYcry thing that 1ny circun1fl:ances 1nad~ neceffary for 
n1e to <lo, as will appear by ,vhat follo,vs. 

I ,vas now in the months of }lovember and Deccm~ 
bcr, expecting n1y crop of barley and rice. The 
ground I had n1anured or dug up for then1 ,vas not 
g1·eat; for, as I obfon,ed, n1y feed of each v;as not 
above the quantity of half a peck; for I h::-.J lofl: ore 
whole crop by fo\ving in the dry feafon; but 1;.ow 
n1y crop pror:~ifcd yery v·ell, ,-:hen on a fudc.en I 
found I was in danger of loGn~ it all again by 
enemies of frTeral forts, ,·vhich it ·was fcarre poilible 
to keep fron1 it; as firit, the goats, an:l \vikl 
creatures ·which I c:111~·1 harc3, which, tailing d~e 
fweetnefs of the blade, lay in it n\~ht ~nd day, as 
foou as it can1e up, and cat it fo clol'c, thc:t it could 
get no time to {hoot up into fb.lks. 

This I faw no remedy fc\r, bet by n1aking a~ 
inclofurc <' bent it \\ ith a hcdte, "' hich I did ,·1 ith a 
great deal of toil; and th~ n1ore, becaufe it r,,quired 
a great deal of fpecJ ; th~ cn.:atures cbil y i~)oiling 
n1y corn. Ilowever, as 1ny ar~bll! la1.J ,\as but 
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LIFE AND ADVENTURES 

finall, fuited to my crop, I got it totally well fenced 
in about three weeks time, and ihooting fome of the 
creatures in the day-tin1e, I fet my dog to guard it in 

the night, tying him up to a flake at the gate, where 

he would fl:and and bark all night long ; fo in a 
little time the enemies forfook the place, and the 
corn grew very fl:rong and ,-rell, and began to ripen 
apace. 

But as the beafi:s ruined n1e before, while n1y corn 
was in the blade, fo the birds ,vere as likely to ruin 
n1e now, ,vhen it was in the ear; for going along 
by the place to fee how it throve, I faw my little 
crop furrounded with fowls of I know not how many 
forts, ,vhich flood as it were watching till I fhould be 

gone. I in11ne<liately let fly an1ong the1n (for I 
ahvays had my gun ,vith me.). I had no fooner 
fhot, but there arofe up a little cloud of foyvls, 
which I had not feen at all, frmn an1ong the corn 

itfelf. 
This touched n1e fenfibly ; for I forefa w, that in 

a few days they would devour all my hopes : that I 
fhonld be fran ed, and never be able to raife a crop 
at all; and ,vhat to do I could not tell: however, I 
refol,:ed not to lofe n1y corn, if poilible, though I 
:fhould watch it night and day. In the firfl: place, 
I went among it to fee what darnage was already done, 
and found they had fpoiled a good deal of it ; but 

thdt, as it ,vas yet too green for them, the lofs \Va~ 
not fo great, but the remainder "\Yas like to be a good 
crop, if it could be fa-ved. 

I ftaid by it to load 1ny gun, and then con1ing 
away, I could eafily fee the thieves fitting upon all 
the t:·.., cs ;ioout 1nc, as if they only waited till I ·was 

gone 
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gone away, and the event proved it to be fo; for as 
I walked off .as if I was gone, I was no fooner out 
of their -fight, but they dropped down one by one 
into the corn again. I was fo provoked, that I 
could not have patience to fiay till more came on, 
knowing that every grain that they eat now vvas, as 
it n1ight be faid, a peck loaf to me in the confe
quence ; but con1ing up ·to the hedge, I fired again, 
and killed three of them. This was vvhat I wiilied 
for ; fo I took them up, and ferved then1 as we ferve 
notorious thieves in England, viz. hanged them in 
chains for a terror to others. It is impoffible to 
iinagine almofl:, that this fhould have fuch an 
effect as it had; for the fowls would not only not 
come at the corn, but in fhort they forfook all that 
part of the ifland, and I could never fee a bird near 
the place as long as my fcarecrows hung there. 

This I was very glad of, you 1nay be fure ; and 
about the latter end of December, which was our 
f ccond harvefl: of the year, I reaped n1y corn. 

I was fadly put to it for a fcythe or a fickle to cut 
it down, and all I could do was to make one as ,:vell 
as I could out of one of the bro:id fv/ords, or cutlaffes, 
\\: hich I faved a1nong the anns out of the fhip. How
er er, as 1ny crop ,vas but fmall, I had no great 
difficulty to cut it do,vn : in fhort, I reaped it my 
way, for I cut nothing off but the ears, and carried 
it away in a great baikct which I had made, and fo .,. 
rubbed it out with 1ny hanc!s : and at the end of 
all uy harnSring I found, that out of 1ny half
peck of feed, J had near two bufl-!els of rice, 
ci lld ~tbovc two bufhcls an<l a half of barle)?, that 

L 2 is 
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LIFE AND ADVENTURES 

is to fay, by my guefs, for I had no n1eafure a~ 

that time. 

IIc,1.·-:;·n:r, this -vras a great encouragement to 1ne ;. 

an<l I forefaw, that in tin1e it would pleafe Gon to ... 

f upply n1e -Yvith bread : and yet he-:·e I \Vas perplexed 

again, for I neither knew how to grind or n1akc 

rneal of 111y corn, or indc:ed ho'.v to dean it, and 

part it; nm·, if rn.ade into 111eal, how to 1nake bread 

of it; a11d if ho....-v to 111akc it> yet I knew not ho\\'" 

to bake it. Thefe things being added to my defire 

of having a good qi1antity for frore, and to ftcure a 

conilant fupply, I refolved not to taile any of thi.: 

crop, but to preierye it all for feed againfl the nex1: 

feafon, and in the n1ean ti1ne to employ all my fiudy 
and hours of working to accon1pli{h thi3 great work 

of 1w0Yidinr· m~ 0:£:Jf with corn and bread. 
0 ,I 

h might be truly faid, that I no...-v ·worked for my 
bread. It is a little wonderful, ,d1d ,Yhat I bdicve 

few people have fr1ought 1nuch upon; viz. the frran~c 

n1ultitude of little things neceifary in the pro,·icli11g~ 

producinJ, curing, dreffing, rn.aking, and fini:fhing 7 

this one article of bread. 
I, that was reduced to a n1erc i'.1:ate of nature, 

found this to be 111y daily difcouragcmcnt, an.d ,vas 

1nade n1ore and n1i-wc fcnfible of it every hom·, cYen 

after I got the firft handful of fcccl corn, which, as I 

ha,re fa:d, c:une up unexpec1:edly, and indeed to a. 

furprife. 
Firfi, I had no plou<:;h to turn the earth, no fpadc 

or fhovd to dig it. \AT ell, tl is I conquered by 

1naking a wooden fpadc, as I obferved before; but 

thi$ did 1ny ,,;,ork but in a wooden rnann~r; and 
though 
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·110ugh it coH: n1e a greJ.t n1any days to m:ike it, yet 
for ,vant of i.lon, it not only \Yore out the fooncr, 
but made· 1ny work the harder, and rnade it be 
perforn1ed n1uch ,vorfe. 

IIoy•;e,·er, t!1is I bore y;ith too, and ,vas content to 
, • · , · <l b · 1 1 T <l r ·worK 1t OL~t w1t~1 pat:c.nce, an ear wit 1 tne 0a 11e.1s 

of the performance. \Vhen the corn ,vas fowed, I 
had no harro-v1, but ,vas forced to go over it rnyfdf, 
~:1d drao- a r-reat ~1eavv oour:n or a tree over it, to 1 T- l r • 

0 0 J " 

fcratch the earth, as it n1ay be called, rather than 
rake or harnY\V it. 

"\iVhen it v.-as ()Tov. in0· or 0To·Nn, I h2ve obfcrvcd 0 () U 

already hoYr 111;,11.y things I w2.n.tec1, to fence it, 
fccu:;:e it, 1110w or reap it, cure or carry it h01ne, 
threfl1, part it frmn the ch~ff, and fave it. Then I 
,vantcd 2. n1ill to gr:n<l it, fievc~ to <lrefa i~, ycaH: 
.and falt to raake it into bread, a __ d an O'.'en to b~l:c 
it in ; and all thefe things I did ·wit}wut, :is fl:all be 
<)ofcn,~d ; and yet the corn \Yas an i1"}.d1in,a blc 
..comfort and advantage to n1e too ; but all thi2, as 

. 1 faiJ, m~ule every thing laborious and tedious to 
111e, but that there was no help for ; neither ,vas my 
time f<) uuch lofa to n1e, becaufe I had c.E-ridcd it ; 
a certain part of it ,va,; cye,ry day appointed to thefe 
,vorks ; and clS I refol>:c.J to ufe none of the corn 
for bread till I h2-d a p;reuter quantity by n1e, I had 

1 J' ' 1 !', lf' l 11 t~1c n.?_;.._t 11_;· n1ontns to tipp1y my1u "<...n101 y by lab01.ff 
and invention, to furnilh 1n y[df with nte11fils 
p;: Jper f.>r t:1c pcrfnrnli:cz 2.ll the o:)..:rations necc·J:1:·y 
fof the E12.king the corn, \ hen I had it, fir for 
1ny ufc. 

~-.. • fl r 
hut tir1L 'Na.S to pr0 p~re n1orc bnd, for I haJ 

H'.>W feed enough to fow above an acre o[ ground. 

L 3 Before 



t , 

I I 

I 
r 
L 

i I 

I 1 

I' 

"I 

H 

LIFE AND ADVENTURES 

Before I did this, I had a week's work at leafl to 
make me a fpacle, which, when it was done, was a 
very forry one indeed, and very heavy, and required 
double labour to work \Vith it; hovvever, I went 
through that, and fo\ved my feeds in t v\ o large flat 
pieces of ground, as near my houfe as I could find 
them to my mind, and fenced them in with a good 
hedge, the il:ak.cs of which were all cut off that wood 
which I had fet before, which I knew ,vould grow, 
fo that in one year's time I knew I fhould have a 
quick or living hedge, that ,vould want but little 
repair. This work "' as not fo little as to take me 
up lefs than three n1onths ; becaufe great part of 
that tin1e was in the wet feafon, when I could not go 
abroad. 

"\Vithin-door, that is, when it rained, and I could 
not go out, I found employ1nent on the following 
occafion, always obferving, that all the ,Yhile I was 
at work, I diverted myfelf with talking to 1ny 
parrot, and teaching him to fpeak; and I quickly 
learnt him to know his own name ; at lafi, to f peak 
it out pretty loud, POL ; which was the firfi ,vord 
I ever heard fpoken in the ifland by any n1outh but 
my own. This therefore was not my work, but an 
affifiant to my work ; for now, as I faid, I had a 
great employment upon my hands, as follows : viz. 
I had long fiudied, by fome means or other, to make 
myfelf fome earthen veffels, which indeed I wanted ·· 
forely, but knew not ,vhere to come at thcn1: how
ever, confidering the heat of the climate, I did not 
doubt but, if I could find out any fuch clay, I 
n1ight botch up fomc fuch pot, as might, being 
dried by the fun, be hard enough, and firong 

enou0·h b 
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enough, to bear handling., and to hold any thing 
that was dry, and required to be kept f o ; and as 
this was neceifary in preparing corn, 1neal, &c. 
which vvas the thing I was upon, I refolved to 
1nake forne as large as I could, and fit only to fl:and 
like jarrs to hold what :fhould be put into then1. 

I would n1ake the reader pity me, or rather laugh 
at 1ne, to tell how many auk.ward ways I took to 

raife this pafre, what odd mif-fhapen ugly things I 
n1ade, how n1any of then1 foll in, and how 1nany 
fell out, the clay not being ftiff enough to bear its . 
own weight ; how 1nany cracked by the over-violent 
heat of the fun, being fet out too haftily; and ho\v 
n1any fell to pieces with only removing, as well 
before as after they were dried ; and, in a word, 
how, after having laboured hard to find the clay, 
to dig it, to ten1per it, to bring it hon1e, and work 
it, I could not make above two large earthen ugly 
things, I cannot call them jarrs, in about two months 
labour. 

I-Ioviever, as the fun baked thefe two very dry and 
hard, I lifted then1 very gently up, and fet then1 
down agaiil in two great wicker-bafkets, which I 
had 111ade on purpofe for them, that they n1ight not 
break ; and, as between the pot and the ba:fket there 
was a little roo111 to fpare, I fiuffed it full of the 
_rice and barley {haw; and thefe two pots being 
to Hand always dry, I thought would holcl my dry 
corn, and perhaps the 1neal \vhen the corn was 
bruifed. 

'I'hough I n1ifcarried fo much in 111y defign for 
large pots, yet I n1ade feveral fn1aller things with 

better fuccefs ; f uch as little round pots, flat diihes, 

L 4 pitchers, 
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pitchers, and pipkins, and any thing n1y hand 
turned to ; 2.nd the heat of the fun baked thcrn 
firangely hard. 

Bt!t all this would not anf\ver my end, ,-rhich was 
to get an earthen pot to hold ,...-hat ,vas liquid, and 
bear the fire, ,vhich none of thefe could do. It 
happened after fome time, making a pretty large 
fi £ l' h I . r ~ .mr co0i.<1rrg my n1eat, ,._, ~ea ,vent to put 1t out, 
after I had done v,:ith it, I found a broken piece of 
one of my earthen ware veiids in the fire, burnt as 
lnrd as a I'rone, and red as a tile. I was a0'reeably 

0 -

furp:·ifed t~ fee it, and faid to n1y~elf, that certainly 
they might be n1adc to burn ,vhole} if th~y \Vould, 
l, m 1L broken. 

This fet 111e to Iludy how to order n1y fire, fo as to 
ma!~e it burn n1e fome pots. I had no notion of a 
kiln, f uch as the rotters burn in, or of glazing tl:en1 
,,,ith leaJ, thou[;h I had fon1e le:;id to do it,;, ith ; hut 
I placed three iargc pipkins, ~u1d t,vo or tLree pots, 
in a pile one upm1 another, an<l p!accd my fire-,vood 
all rou::1d it ,vith a great heap of e1nberd unckr 
the111 : I rlied the fire with frefh fuel round the 
outfide'.) and upon the top, till I fa,v the pots in the 
infide r-2d hot quite through, and obfervel that they 
did not c:·ack at all : ,-rhen I faT.v the1a clear n:d, I 
let tl:em uanJ in that h~2t about five or fix hours, 
till I found one of th~m, thou~h it did not crctck, 
did melt rn: run; for the fand ,,-hich \Vas n~i:.::ed 
y., ith the clay n1dt~<l by the violence of the heat, 
and "·oukl have run into glafa, if I had gone on; 

, fo I flacked n1y fi:~ gradually, till the pots l;egan to 
abate of the red colour; and ~.vatching then1 all 
nig!1t, that I n1ight not kt the fire abate too fafr, in 

the 
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thi 1norning I h2d three ·ve·y good, I will not fay 
hanclfome pipkins, and two other e2.rthen pots, 
as hard burnt as coul<l be defired ; and one of 
then1 peri"ecl:ly glazed with the running of the 
:r.., ,, -1 J<.,L..I... • 

After this experiment I need not fay that I wanted 
no fort of carthen-\vare for n1y ufe; but I n1uft needs 
fay, as to tbe {hapes of them, they were very in .. 
d~£."t,rent, as any one n1ay fuppofe, when I had no 
v, a y cii: ~11aking then1, but as the children ma:~e dirt
pies, or ci.S a woman ,vould 1nakc pies that never 
learnt to raifc pafl:e. 

:No joy at a thing of fo 1nean a nature ,:vas ever 
equal to mine, ,,, hen I fow.1d I had made an earthen 
pot that would bear the fire; and I had hardly 
patience to ftay till they ,,.,ere cold, before I fet one 
upon the fire 2gain, Ylith fon1e water in it, to boil 
n1e fo111e n1eat, ,Yhich I did adn1irably ,vcll ; and 
lrith a piece of a kid I n1ade fon1e , cry good 
broth, though I ,v::u1ted oatmeal, and feveral other 
ingr'-dients rcqnifite to nnke it fo good as I \Vould 
ha re had it. 

1.'l y next concern Vi7as to get me a fl:onc n1ort,1.r to 
ilan1p or beat fame corn in ; for as to the 111ill, there 
1-1:as no thought of arnv1ng to that perfection of art 
with OilC pair of hands. To fupply this want, I \Yas 

rrt ~ great lofs ; for of all trades in the \1.·orl<l I ,vas 
,, n.l l' - l r n. r as pcG :1...L y unqua if-iec. ror a 1:..one-cutter, as ror z..11y 

i.vLa~c';cr ; neither ha,l I ~ny tools to go about it 
v;ith. I fpent n~::tny a clay to fiacl out a great fionc 
bi~ enough to cut hollu\v, and n1ake fit for a 1nortar~ 
a11d cou~d find none at all, except \Yhat ,,,as in the 
f, >Ii l rock') a1 d \\' i:rl-1 I ha1l ao ~1Yay to dig or cut out ; 

nor 
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nor indeed were the rocks in the ifland of hardnefr 
f ufficient, but were all of a fandy cru111bling fione, 
,-vhich ·would neither bear the weight of an heavy 
pefile, ncr would break the corn withoat filling it 
with fand; fo, after a great deal of tin1e loft in 
fcarching for a fl:one, I gave it over, and refolved to 
look out a great block of hard wood, which I found 
indeed much cafier ; and getting one as big as I had 
Hrength to {Er, I rounded it, and fonned it on the 
outudc with n1y a:~e and hatchet; and then with the 
help of fire and infinite labour, 1nade an hoHo-w 
place in it, as the Indians in Brojil make their 
canoes. .r\ftcr this, I rnade a great heavy pcfl:lc ~r 
beater, of the wood called the iron-·wood, and this I 
prepared and laid by againfl I had n1y next crop of 
corn, when I propofed to 1nyfelf to grind, or rather 
pound, 1ny corn or 1neal to n1ake 111y bread. 

My next difficulty ,vas to n1ak.e a fieve or fierce, to 
drefs my n1eal, 2nd p2.rt it fron1 the bran and the hufr:> 
without which I did not fee it poffible I could have 
any bread. This was a 1110ft difficult thing, fo much 
as but to think on ; for to be fure I had nothing like 

. 1he neceifary things to make it with ; I n1ean. fine 
thin canvafs, or fiufl~ to fierce the 111eal through . 
. And here I was at a full fiop for many months; nor 
dicl I really know what to do; linen I had none left buc 
what ,v.::s 111ere rags; I ha<l goat's hair, but neither 
knew I how to \Yeaye or fpin it ; and had I known 
how, here ,vere no tools to ,vork it with; all the 
re111edy that I found for this, was, that at la.ft I did 
remember I had among the fea:men's clothes which 
·were faxed out of the fhip, f01ne .oeckcloths of callico 
or 1nuilin; and with fo1ne pieces of thefo I 1nade 
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three fmall fieves, but proper enough for the work; 
and thus I n1ade ihift for fo1ne years ; how I did 
afterwards, I {hall fhev✓ in its place. 

The baking part was the next thing to be confidered, 
and how I fhould make bread when I can1e to have 
corn ; for, firfr, I had no yeail: : as to that part, 
there was no f upplying the want, fo I did not con
cern myfelf 1nuch about it. But for an oven, I was 
indeed in great pain. At length I found out an 
experiment for that alfo, which was this ; I n1ade 
fo1nc earthen veffels very broad, but not deep; that 
is to fay, about two feet diameter, and not above 
nine inches deep ; thef e I burnt in the fire, as I had 
done the other, and laid them by; and when I wanted 
to bake, I 1nade a great fire upon the hearth, which 
I had p2..ved with fo1ne fquare tiles of my own rnaking 
and burning alfo; but I fhould not call the1n fquare. 

\Vhen the fire-wood ,vas burnt pretty n1uch into 
c1nbers, or live coals, I drew then1 forward upon 
this hearth, fo as to cover it all over ; and there I let 
then1 lie, till the hearth was very hot ; then fweeping 
away all the e1nbers, I fet dovvn rny loaf, or 
loaves; and whehning down the earthen pot upon 
them, drew the e1nbers all round the outfide of the 
pot, to keep in, and add to the heat; and thus, as 
well as in the beft oYen in the world, I baked n1y 
barley-loaves, and became in a little tin1c a n1ere 
pafl:ry-cook into the bargain; for I n1ade n1yfelf 
ieveral cakes of the rice, and puddings ; indeed I 
1nade no pies, neither had I any thi-'1g to put into 
them, fuppofing I had, except the fleih either · of 
fpwls or goats~ 

It 
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I~ need not be ·wondered at, if all thefe things took 
n ··1 1•d f. n1':! up mo1t part or L1e tmr year o~ n1y abodl! here ; 

r . . ' . r cl l • l . 1 f T f. ror 1t 1s to be ob1erve , tllat 111 t ie 1:nterva.ls o ~ne.e 
things, I h2.J 1n y new hatve!t aI'cl ha{banciry to 
!~1a:1azc : for l i·ez..red n1y COi"ll :n its fe2i'on, and 
cz.r:_·i.2J i~ home as y,;ell ~s I could, anJ laid it up in the 
c2r, in 1ny large b2.f:~ets, till I had tiu.etorub it out; 
for I had no floor to thrdh it on, or infrnunent to 
thre!h it with. 

And now indec._l my frock o{ corn Increafing, I 
real:y wanted to build u.y barns big~er: I ,va1 Lxl a 

.. , • • r I• r r, p 12ce to iay 1t up 111 ; Tor t 1e 111:::rc:1-e or tne ccrn nov, 
)idL!ccl 111e fo rr:.,,ch, that I had of the ba1·~ey abo..1t 
t-wcnty bu:fhels, and of the rice as 111uch, or me.re; 
• ,. l , I ' 1 d b · r • " l 1n:0111uc.1 tnat nov1 re:;_orvc· to cg111 to u1c Il 1ree y, 
for n1y bread had beca quite gene a 2;reat wh1le; 
al;o I re[ob:ed to fee ,,·hat qua11tity ,·.-oul..1 be fuffiri-::nt 
for 1ne a whole year, 2.n.d to fow be.~ Ch1Ce a) e,u. 

lrpon th~ ,,hole, I fou1.11.l tliat tbc flFtY bt.fh.J: of 
har~ey z.nd rice w, . ..rc rr1u~h 1noi.·c tt1an I could con
f;.:n1c in a year; fo I reL1!\1 cd to 1:, ·,v jdl the fame 
quantity cye·y year that [ fowe..l the 1ai1, in ho1,t • 

that fuch a quantity would fully provide 1ne with 
bl.-,~ cl "· r-.... ,l ' (_'\.,__ • 

.t\11 the ,vhilc thefo thi;1gs were doing, you 111:iy be 
ful·c 1"1y thou3hts ran 1~1any tiu,_cs ups11 the profped 
of 12.nd \, hich I had fecn frmn the oLher fide of the 
i!lanJ ; ~Ld. I v:c.s not \', itl:out fecret wi{hes, thclt 
I \\·a~ on !horc there, faac~. inp; th:it feeing the 
inain land, and ~:r~ inh(t~)ited cou1:tr~·, I mi6ht find 
fon1c ,...,,~~y o:· other to co11rcy 111_:fc:f farther, antl 
perhaps at laft :GnJ fmn~ mc~u1s of dca1,e. 

' 
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But all t~1is w~1ile I a~:.~c 1~0 alloY:a:1cc .:0:· tl·.c 
1 ,. f, '1 a con tl" ~: 011 a·, Q1 'c··10\T,- J l.,,_....,: ~ 'h'L· .car._ t.anger~ or J.llCL - J.L! , .. .L l 1~ -

into the hands of fc.iY;:igcs, and per 1:-lj?3 fuch as I 
n1i6ht ha,;e reafcn to think far ·worfe tt1Jn tl e !i ,~,ns 

d ,. - · r fif .... " , • .. , L. ;r I 0~1~r, C<Jl11° 1· "''· +l·"e=r an lT,O-ClS Of .,[.l'J1lC(,,. ,1.J....... - l.- (> ~ u-V li.l 1 
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power, I I'.1ould n.:n u!l hazard n1ore than 2 tho·, f-1nJ. 
to one of hcin6 k:11,~d, and perh2:''i of bting catc::1; 
for I had h~ard Lh~t the peop:e cf t~1c Caribcafl co2..:b 
were canibals, or 1nen-e1.ters ; and I kne\v by t!1c 
latitude that I coulJ 1wt be far off fron1 that fhorc: 
that, f uppofe they ,,vere not canibals, yet they n1ig~1t: 
kill 1ne, as 111any Europec'VlS who had fallen into thLir 

hands h,1d bcei1 Lrved, even when they had been t;:n 
or twenty tog~~her ; much 1nore I th~t ·was bnt o:"'....:, 
and could 1na!~e liale or no defence.. All thef e t~1~1:r.s 
I fay, w 1ich I 01..1;;ht to have cm1fidered vvell of~ and 
I did caCT: up in n1v thm:.~hts aftenvards, Yet tc<)\. .,/ c... .., 

none of n1y apprehenfior:s at firft ; and n-,.y head 
ran 1nightily upon. the thoughts of getting over to 
that -fhore. 

Now I \-.i{hedfor n1y boy X.ury, and th:: lon;:;-~!>:':," 
·with the moulder of nwtton fail, ,,·ith which I fai:~xl 
above a thoufand . 1iks on the coal of Afri::C!; o~:z 
this was in -vain. Then 1 thought I would c.:-0 2.1:d 

~J u 

look on our {hip's boa~, '.T.1hich, c1.s I haye fa:J, ,~ a-; 
blov;, !l up upon the fhore a gre:.-.t ,vay in the fc1:·11, 

when we were firft cafl awa·r. She lav aL.:10fl ·where 
J J 

1he did at firft, but not qeitc; a_.d \vas turner. by tiie 

fiJrcc of t11e wa vcs and the Y:incls, dnw.fl bott0rn 
U)V anls, agz.infl: the hi:;h ri(lgc of a beachy rou;h 
fand, but no water about 1 ..:r 2.:') b~.Jore. 

If I had had h~ir:d3 to h~.ve refi~ted her, ar:ll Irv 
launcl1eJ her into the ,\·ater, the boat would hcn·e 

<lont,;; 
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done well enough; and I n1ight have gone back ilit<J 
the Brafi!s with her eaf y enough ; but I 1night have 
eafily forefeen, that I could no 111ore turn her, and 
fet her upright upon her bottom

7 than I could ren1ove 
the ifland. I-fowever I went to the wood, and cut 
leavers and rollers, and brought then1 to the boat, 
refolving to try what I could do ; fuggefiing to n1y
felf, that if I could but turn her down, I n1ight 
eafily repair the dainage :fhe had recei\ ed, and fhe 
would be a very good boat, and I might go to fea in 
h::r very eafily. 

I f pared no pains indeed in this piece of fruitlefs toil, 
and fpent, I think, three or four ·weeks about it; at 
lafi: finding it impoffible to heave it up with my little 
ftrength, I fell to digging away the fand to uncler
n1ine it; and fo to n1ake it fall do\vn, fetting pieces 
of wood to thruft and guide it right in the fall. 

But when I had done this, I was unable to fiir it 
up again, or to get unLler it, 111uch lcfs to n1ove it 
f onvarcls tO\"\'ards the water ; fo I \Y~S forced to give 
it over : and yet, though I gave over the hopes of 
the boat, my defirc to venture over for the 111ain. 
increafcd, rather thJn <lecreafe<l, as the means for it 
fecmed impoffib1e. 

This at length fet n1e upon thinking whether it was 
not poffible to make n1yfelf a canoe or periagua, fuch 
as the natives of thofe cli1nates 1nake, even without 
tools, or, as I might fay, without hands, viz. of the 
trunk of a great tree. 'T'his I not only thought 
poffible, but eafy; and pleafed myfo1f e:·tremely with 
1ny thoughts of making it, and with my having 
1nnch more convenience for it than any of the 11 ' groe: 
or Indians; but uot at all cor:.fid,.:ring the pa ·ticular 

inconvenicncies 
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inconveniencies which I lay under n1ore than the 
Indians did, viz. want of hands to n1ove it into the 
water, when it ,vas n1ade; a difficulty n1uch harder 
for n1e to f urmount than all the confequences of want 
of tools could be to then1: for ,vhat was it to 111e, 

that when I had chofen a vaft tree in the woo<ls, I 
1night with great trouble cut it down, if after I might 
be able with 1ny tools to hew and dub the out. 
fide into a proper fhape of a boat, aad burn or cut 
out the infide to 1nake it hollow, fo to ffi2}e a boat 
of it, if, after all this, I mufl leave it jufl: there wher-.! 
J fDund it, and ,vas not able to launch it into the 
water? 

One would have thought, I could not have hall 
the leafl: refleclion upon my 1nind of my circumHance, 
while I was n1aking this boat, but I f11ould have 
i1n1nediately thought how I {hould get it into the fea ; 
but n1y thoughts were fo intent upon 111y voyage 
over the fea in it, that I never once confi<lere<l ho,v 
I fhould get it off the land ; and it was really in its 
own nature n1ore eafy for n1e to guide it over forty
five n1iles of fea, than about forty.five Jathon1 of 
land, where it lay, to fet it afloat in the Vi'ater. 

I went to work upon this boat the mofl like a fool 
that eyer n1an did, who had anv of his fenfcs awake. 
I pleafed n1yfelf with the defign, without determining 
i.vhether I was ever able to undertake it ; not but that 
the difficulty of launching 1ny boat can1e often into 
n1y head ; but I put a flop to n1y own inquiries into 
it bv this fooli:fh anfwer, which I f,ave nnrfelL let j O j , 

1ne firfl make it, I'll warrant I'll find fo1ne way or 
other to get it along, when. it is don~. 

Thi~ 
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This ,vas a mofr prepo11crous 1nethocl; but the 
eagerrrefs of my fancy p:~·e-vaikd, and to work I we!lt; 
2nd Llled a cedar-tree : I queflion 111uch \vhether 
S0/011:an ever had fuch an one for the building the 
temple at Jtrufalem ; it V/as five feet ten inches dia~ 
1i1etcr at the lo,T. er p:ut next the H.un1p, and four feet 
eleven inches dian1eter a!: the end of twenty-two feet, 
after ,vhich it leffened for a while, and then pa:·ted 

into br~:mches : It was :aot ·without infinite labour 
th2.t I felled this tree: I was tw-~nty days hacking 
and he\vinb at it at the botton1 ; I ,.;as focrteen more 
getting the bra11chcs ::-tnd li1nbs, and t~1e vz.r~ fpread-
ing he2id of it cut cJ', ,-vhich I hacked and hewed 

through with n1y axe a!1d harcl1et, with inexpreffible 
labour : after this it cofi: ·n1e a 1nonth to fhape ir7 

and dub it to a proportion, and to fon1tthing lilre the 

bottmn of a boat, th2..t it n1ight fwin1 upright as it 
ought to do. It cofl n1e near three months n1orc,tG 
clear the infide, and work it out fo as to 1nakc an 
exacr boat of it : this I J.iJ incieeJ without fire, by 
1nerc 111allet and chiffr.~1, ani.i by the dint of har 
labour ; till I had brot·ght it to be a very handforne 
periagua, and big enough to have carried fix and 
t\venty 1nen, <1.nd confequcntly big enough to ha\ e 
c~rried n1e and all n1y cai·go. 

"\Vhen I h:1d gone through this work, I wa'? 
extre1nely delighted \Vith it : the beat \Yas really 
n1uch bigger than I ever faw a canoe or periagua, 
that was 1nade of one tree, in 111y li{e ; 111any a ,veary 
firoke it had cofl:, you n1ay be fore, for tht re 
remai~1ecl nothing but to get it into the water; <111d 
had I gotten it into the ,vatcr, I n1akc no qudlion 
Lut I ihould have begun the 1112.dcil voyage, and the 

n1ofl 
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n1ofr unlikely to be performed, that ever was under
..... 1~en lctJ.~ , • 

But all my devices to get it into the water failed 
me, though they coft infinite labour too; it lay 
about one hundred yards fron1 the water, and not 
1nore; but the firft inconvenience \Vas, it was up 
hill towards the creek: vVell, to take away this dif
couragen1ent, I refolved to dig into the furface of the 
earth, and fo n1ake ,l d~clivity; this I began, and it 
coft me a prodigious deal of pains: but who grudge 
pains, that have their deliverance in view ? but 
when this was worked through, and this difficulty 
n1anaged, it vvas frill much at one; for I could no 
n1ore fiir the canoe, than I could the other boat. 

Then I meafured the diftance of ground, 'and 
refolved to cut a dock, or canal, to bring the water 
'Up to the canoe, feeing I could not bring the canoe 
down to the water: Vv ell, I began this work, and 
when I be6an to enter into it, and calculated how 
deep it was to be dug, how broad, how the fiuff to 
be thrown out, I found, that by the number of hands 
I had, being none but 1ny 0T1vn, it n1uft have been 
ten or twelve years before I ilioulJ have gone through 
with it ; for the iliore lay high, fo that at the upper 
end it n1uft have been at leaft twenty feet deep; fo 
at length, though ,-rith great relucrancy, I gave this 
attempt oyer alfo. 

This grieYed n1c heartily, and now I faw, though 
too late, the folly of beginning a work before we 
rount the cofl:, and before ,ve judge rightly of 01w 

0\\'11 firength to go through with it. 
In the mi<ldle of this work I finii11ed n1v fourth 

J 

year in this place, and k~pt n1y anniverfary ,vith the 
VOL. I. IvI fame 
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fa.me devotion, and with as much comfort, as ever 
before; for by a confl:ant fl:udy, and ferious applica .. 
tion of the word of Gon, and by the affifl:ance of his 

grace, I gained a different kno\vledge from what I had 
before ; I entertained different notions of things; I 
looked now upon the world as a thing re1note; which 
I had nothing to do with, no expectation from, and 
indeed no defires about : in a word, I had nothing in. 

<leedtodowith it,norwaseverlike to have; fo I thought 
it looked as we n1ay perhaps look upon it hereafter; 

viz. as a place I had lived in, but was come out of 
it; and well I might fay, as father Abraham to 
Dives, Between me and thee there is a great gulph 
fixed. 

In the firft place, I was removed fron1 all the 

wickednefs of the world here: I had neither the lufl: 
of the flefh, the lufl: of the eye, or the pride of life: 

I had nothing to covet, for I had all I was now capa• 

ble of enjoying: I was lord of the whole manor, or, 
if I pleafed, I n1ight call myfelf king or emperor over 
the whole country which I had poffeffion of: there 

were no rivals: I had no competitor, none to difpute 
fovereignty or command with me ; I n1ight have 
raifed fuip-loadings of corn, but I had no ufo for it ; 
fo I let as little grow as I thought enough for my 
occafion; I had tortoifes, or turtles enough; but now 
and then one was as much as I could put to any ufe: 
I had timber enough to have built a fleet of fhips ; I 
had grapes enough to have made ·wine, or to ha,·e 
cured into raifins, to have loaded that fleet when 
they had been built. 

But all I could make ufe of, was all that was val u~ 
able: I had enough to eat, and to fupply my want~, 
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und what was all the refl: to me ? If I killed more 
flefl1 than I could eat, the dog n1ufl: eat it, or the 
vermin ; if I fowed more corn than I could eat, it 
n1uil be fpoiled: The trees that I cut do,vn Y.rere 
lying to rot on the ground, I could n1ake no n1ore 
ufe of them than for fuel; and that I had no occafion 

for, but to drefs my food. 
In a \Yord, the nature and experience of things 

dictated to n1e upon jufl: reflection, that all the good 
things of this vvorld are no farther good to us, than as 
they are for our ufe : and that whatever we 111ay heap 
up indeed to give to others, we enjoy as rnuch as "':.Ye 

can ufe, and no more. The 1110ft covetous gripin6 
n1ifer in the \vorld ,vould ha':e been cured of the vice 
of covetoufnefs, if he had been in my cafe ; for I 
poifeifed infinitely more than I knew what to do with. 
I had no roon1 for defire, except _ it was of things 
,vhich I had not, and they were but trifles, though 
indeed of great ufe to n1e. I had, as I hinted before, 
a parcel of money, as well gold as filver, about thirty~ 
fix pounds fl:erling; alas ! there the nafry forry ufelefs 
fiuff lay ; I had no n1anner of bufinefs for it; and I 
often thought with 1nyfelf, that I would have given 
an handful of it for a groce of tobacco-pipes, or for an 
hand-n1ill to grind my corn; nay, I ,votild have given 
it all for fixpennJ-worth of turnip and carrot feed out 
of England, or for an handful of peas and beans, and 
a bottle of ink: as it was, I had not the leafi: advan
tage by it, or benefit fron1 it ; but there it lay in :i. 

drawer, and grew mouldy ,vith the dan1p of the caye, 
in the wet fea.fon ~ and if I had had the drawer full of 
diamonds, it had been the fame care; and thev Ind 
been of 110 mannfr of Yalue to me, becaufe of 11~ ufo. . . 

l\I 2 I hac.l 
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I had now brought my ftate of life to be much eafie1~ 
in itfelf than it was at firft, and much eafier to my 
mind, 3,s well as to my body. I frequently fat down 
to n1y n1eat with thankfulnefs, and admired the hand 
of Gan's providence, which had thus fpread my table 
in the wildernefs: I learned to look more upoµ the 
bright fide of my condition, and lefs upon the dark 
fide ; and to confider what I enjoyed, rather than 
what I wanted; and this gave me fometin1es fuch 
fecret _ comforts, that I cannot exprefs them ; and 
·which I take notice of here, to put thofe difcontented 
people in mind of it, who cannot enjoy comfortably 
·what Gon hath given thern, becaufe they fee and 
covet fomething that he has not given them : all our 
difcontents about ,vhat we want, appeared to me to 
fpring fron1 the want of thankfulnefs for what we have. 

Another refleEtion was of great ufe to n1e, and 
<:loubtlefs would be fo to any one that :fhould fall into 
fuch diftrefs as mine was ; and this ,vas, to compare 
1ny prefent condition with what I at firfi: expet1ed it 
:fhould be ; nay, with what it would certainly have 
been, if the good providence of Gon had not won~ 
clerfully ordered the fhip to be caft up near to the 
:fhore, where I not only could come at her, but could 
bring what I got out of her to the :fhore for n1y relief 
.ind comfort; without which I had wanted tools to 
,vork, weapons for defence, or gunpowder and mot 
f?r getting my food. 

I fpent whole hours, I may fay whole days, in 
rep ref en ting to n1yfelf in the mofi: lively colours, how 
I n1ufr have aB:ed, if I had got nothing out of the 
fhip ; how I could not have fo much as got any food, 
except fi!h and turtles i and that, as it was long before 

I found 
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I found any of them, I mufl have perii'.hed fir!l : that 

I fuould have lived, if I had not peri{hed, like a n1ere 

fa.vage : that if I had killed a goat or a fowl by any 

contrivance, I had no way to flay or open them, or 

part the flefh fron1 the fkin and the bowels, or to cut 

it up; but mufl gnaw it with my teeth, and pull it 
with my claws, like a beafi. 

Thefe reflecrions 1nade me very fenfible of the good .. 

nefs of Providence to me, and very thankful for n1y 

prefent condition, with all its hardiliips and misfor .. 

tunes : and this part alfo I cannot but recomn1end to 

the reflecrion of thofe who are apt in their n1ifery to 

fay, Is any affliction lik~ mine? let then1 confider~ 

how much worfe the cafes of fon1e people are, and 

what their cafe might have been, if Providence had 

thought fit. 
I had another reflecrion which affi!led me alfo to 

~omfort my mind with hopes; and this was, com .. 

paring my prefent condition with what I had 

def erved, and had therefore reafon to expect from 

the hand of Providence ; I had lived a dreadful life, 

perfectly deftirute of the knowledge and fear of Gon: 

I had been well inftruB:ed by father and mother ; 

neither had they been wanting to 111e in their early 

endeavours, to infufe a religious a we of Gon into 

n1y n1ind, a fenfe of my duty, and of what the nature 

nnd end of n1y being required of 1ne: But, alas! 

falling early into the feafaring life, ,vhich of all the 

lives is the 1nofr defiitute of the fear of Gon, though 

his terrors are always before them ; I fay, falling 

early into the feafaring life, and into feafaring com

pany, all that little fenfe of religion which I had 

entertained, ,-vas l~ughed out of 1ne by my 1neff1nates; 
1\i! 3 by 
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by an hardened defpifing of dangers, and the Yiew3 
of death, which grew habitual to n1e ; by my long 
abfence from all n1anner of opportunities to converfc 
with any thing but what was like myfelf, or to 
hear any thing of what was good, or tended to. 
wards it. 

So void was I of every thing that was good, or of 
the leaft fenfe of ·what I ,vas, or was to be, that in 
the greateft deliverance I enjo1 ed, fuch as my efca pe 
fro111Sal!ee, my being taken up by thePortuguefen1afier 
of the :!hip, n1y being planted fo well in Bra.Ji!, my 
receiving the cargo from England, and the like, I 
never once had the words, thank Gon fo much as on 
1ny n1ind, or in my n1outh; nor in the greatefl: dif
trefs, had I fo n1uch thought as to pray to him ; nor 
fo much as to fay, Lord, have n1ercy upon rne ! No, 
not to n1ention the nan1e of Gon, unlefs it was to 
(\vear by, and blafpheme ir. 

I had terrible reflecrions upon my n1ind for 1nany 
n:onths, as I .ha-re already obferved, on the account 
of 1ny wicked and hardened life pa.fl; and when I 
looked about me, and confidercd what particular 
providences had attended n1e, fince my coming into 
this place, and how Gon had dealt bo~1ntifully with 
me ; had not only punifhed me lefs than n1y iniquity 
clefen·cd, but had fo plentifully provided for n1e; 
this gave me great hopes that my repentance was 
accepted, and that G0n had yet 1nercics in fi:ore 
for 1ne. 

vVith thefe ref!tft:ions I worked n1y 1nind up, not 
0nly to refignation to the will of Gon in the prefcnt 
difpofition of my circumfl:ances, but even to a fincere 
rhankfulnefs of m.y condition; and that I, who was 

1ct a living m.an, oughi: not to complain, feeing l 
haci 
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had not the due puni:fhment of my fins ; that I 

enjoyed fo n1any mercies, which I had no reafon to 

have expected in that place, that I ought never n1ore 

to repine at n1y condition, but to rejoice, and to 

give daily thanks, for that daily bread, which no .. 

thing but a cloud of wonders could have brought: that 

I ought to confider I had been fed even by a miracle, 

even as great as that of feeding Elijah by ravens; nay, 

by a long feries of n1iracles ; and that I could hardly 

have na1ned a place in the uninhabited part of the 

world, where I could have been cafl n1ore to my 

advantage: a place, where as I had no fociety, which 

was n1y affiiEtion on one hand, fo I found no ravenous 

beafis, no furious wolves or tygers, to threaten my 

life; no venomous creatures, or poifonous, which 

I might have fed on to n1y hurt, no favages to n1urder 

and devour me. 
In a word, as my life was a life of forrow one 

way, fo it was a life of mercy another ; and I wanted 

nothing to make it a life of comfort, but to be able 

to 1nake my fenfe of GoD's goodnefs to n1e, and care 

over me in this condition, be 1ny daily confolation; 

~nLl after I made a jufl: improven1ent of thefe things, 

I went away, and was no more fad. 

I had now been here fo long, that many things 

which I brought on fuore for my help, \Vere either 

quite gone, or very 111uch wafted, and near fpent. 

l'rly ink, as I obferved, had been gone for fon1e 

tin~e, all but a very little,, which I eked out with 

water a little and a little, till it was fo pale it fcarce 

left any appearance of black upon tho paper: as long 

'1.S it lafl:ed, I n1ade ufc of it to minute down the days 

·:>f the month on which 4ny re1narkable thing hap-

1\:I 4 l)ened 
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pened to me ; and fin1:, by cafiing up times pafl:, I 
rernembcr that there was a :flrange concurrence of 
days, in the -various providences ,vhich befel me, 
and which, if I had been f uperfiitioufly inclined to 
obferve days as fatal or fortunate, I n1ight have had 
reafon to have looked upon ·with a great deal of 
curiofity. 

Firfl:, I had o bferved, that the frune day that I 
broke away fron1 my father and n1y friends, and ran 
away to Hull in order to gq to fea, the fame day 
afterwards I was taken by the Sallee man of war, and 
1nade a flave. 

The fame day of the year that I efcaped out of the 
wreck of that !hip in Yarmouth Roads, that fan1e day 
of the ) ear afterwards I rnade 1ny efcape fron1 Sallee 
in the boat. 

The fan1e day of the year I was born on, viz. the 
10th of Sej>tember, the fa1ne day I had 1ny life fo mira- · 
culoui1y faved 26 years after, when I was cafl: on :fhore 
in this ifiand ; fo that my wicked life, and folitary 
life, both began on a day . 

The next thing to my ink's being wafl:ed, was that 
of my bread, I mean the bifcuit v.rhich I brought out 
of the fl1ip: This I had hufbanded to the lafl: degree, 
allowing myfelf but one cake of bread a day, for 
above a year: and yet I y:as quite without bread for 
a year before I got any corn of my o"\vn ; and great 
reafon I had to be thankful that I had any at all, the 
getting it being, as has been already obferved, next 
to n1iraculous. 

:rviy clothes too began to decay mightily: as to 
linen, I had none a good while, except fome che
quered fhirts which I found in the chefts of the other 

fean1en, 
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feamen, and which I carefully preferved, becaufe 
n1any tin1es I could bear no other clothes on but a 

fhirt; and it was a very great help to me, that I 
had among all the men's clothes of the fhip almofi: 
three dozen of fhirts. There were alfo feveral thick 
watchdcoats of the fean1en, which were left behind, 
but they were too hot to wear ; and though it is 
true, that the weather was fo violent h~t, that there 
was no need of clothes, yet I could not go quite 
naked ; no, though I had been inclined to it, which 
I was not ; nor could I abide the thoughts of it, 
though I was all alone. 

One reafon why I could not go quite naked, was, 
I could not bear the heat of the fun fo well when 
quite naked, as with fome clothes on ; nay, the very 
heat frequently bliftered my ikin; whereas, with a 

ihirt on, the air itfelf n1ade fome n1otion, and whifl
ling under the fhirt, was twofold cooler than without 
it : no n1ore could I ever bring myfelf to go out in 
the heat of the fun without a cap or an hat ; the heat 
of the fun beating with fuch violence as it does in that 
place, would give n1e the head-ach prefently, by 
darting fo direaly on n1y head, without a cap or hat 
on, fo that I could not bear it ; whereas, if I put 
on my hat, it would prefently go away. 

Upon thefe views I began to confider about putting 
the few rags I had, which I called clothes, into fome 
order ; I had worn out all the waifl:coats I had, and 
n1y bufinefs ,vas now to try if I could not make 
jackets out of the great watch coats which I had by 
1ne, and with fuch other materials as I had ; fo I fet 
to work a taiioring, or rather indeed a botching ; 
for I made n1oft piteous work of it. I-Iowever, I 

made 
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made fhift to n1ake t,vo or three wai{lcoats, ,,·hich I 
hoped would ferve me a great while ; as for breecheb 
or dra xers, I n1ade but very forry ihih indeed, tiil 
afterwards. 

I have n1entioned that I faved the ikins of all the 
c·ecttures that I killed, I mean four-footed ones ; and 
I had hung the1n up fi:retched out with fticks in the 
fun; by which means fome of them ,vere fo dry and 
h~rd, that they were fit for little; bur others, it 
foems, were very ufeful. The firfi thing I made of 
thefe was a great cap for n1y head, ,vith the hair on 
'the outfide to fhoot off the rain; and this I performed 
fo well, that after this I n1ade a fuit of clothe3 VlhoIIy 
of thofc Ddns; that is to fay, a wai{tcoat and breeches 
open at the knees, and both loofc ; for they \Vere 

rather wanted to keep me cool, than to keep n1e 
warm. I mufl: not omit to ack.no\vledge, that they 
\\ ere ,vretchedly 1nade; for if I was a bad carpenter, 
I was a worfe tay lor : however, they ,verc fuch 
as I made a very good .fhift with ; and when I wa~ 
abroad, if it happened to rain, the hair of the waiit
coat an<l cap being outn1ofi:, I was kept very dry. 

J'.l.fter this I fpent a deal of time and pains to rnake 
n1e an umbrella : I ,vas indeed in great ,vant of 
one, and had a great mind to make one 1 I had foen 
tht.:m made in the Brefz!s, where they are very ufeful 
·in the great heats which are there; and I felt the 
heats eyery jot as great here, and greater too, being 
nearer the eqmnox ; befides, as I v\ as obliged to be 
much abroad, it ""as a mofi. ufeful thing to me, as 
well for 1 he rains as the heats. I took cl world of 
pains at it, and was a great while before I could 
1nake Rny thing likely to hold; na.y, after I thought 

I had 
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I had hit the way, I fpoiled two or three before I 
n1ade one to my mind; but at lafi: I made one that 

anfwered indifferently well ; the 1nain difficulty I 
found was to n1ake it to let down. I could n1ake it 

to fpread ; but if it did not let down too, and draw 

in, it would not be portable for me any way, but jufi: 

over n1y head, which would not do : I-Iowever, at 

lafl:, as I faid, I made one to anf wer ; I covered it 
with {kins, the hair upwards, fo that it cafi: off the 

rain like a penthoufe, and kept off the fun fo effec

tually, that I could walk out in the hottefl: of the 

weather, with greater advantage than I could before 

in the coolefi: ; and when I had no need of it, I could 

clofe it, and carry ii: under n1y arm. 

Thus I Ii ved mighty c01nfortably, my mind being 

entirely compofed by :refigning to the will of Gon, 

and throwing 1nyfelf wholly upon the difpofal of his 

providence : this made n1y life better than fociable ; 

for when I began to regret the want of converfation, 

I ·would aik myfelf, whether thus converfing 1nutually 

with n1y own thoughts, and, as I hope, I may fay, 
,vith even n1y lVIaker, by ejaculations and petitions, 

·was not better than the uti:1oft enjoyment of hun1an 

fociety in the world? 

I cannot fay, that after this, for five years, any 
extrordinary thing happened to me; but I lived on 

in the fame courfe, in the fame poflure and place, 

jufl as before : the chief thing I was en1ployed in,, 

befides my yearly labour of planting 1ny barley and 

rice, and curing 1ny raifins, of both \Yhich I al 1Nays 

kept up juft enough to have fuflicient frock of the 
vear's proyifious beforehand ; I fay, befides this 

.rearly laboi.1r, and my d2.ily 12..bour of going out ,vith 
mv , 
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n1y gun, I had one labour to make n1e a canoe, which 
at lafi I finiihed : fo that by digging a canal to it, fix 
feet wide, an.cl four feet deep, I brought it into the 
creek, almofi: half a mile. As for the firfi:, that was 
fo -vafi:ly big, as I n1ade it without confidering before
hand, as I ought to do, how I fhould be able to 
launch it ; fo never being able to bring it to the 
\vater, or bring the water to it, I was obliged to let 
it lie ,vhere it ,vas, as a memorandun1 to teach me 
to be wifer next time. Indeed the next tin1e, though 
I could not get a tree proper for it, and was in 'a 
place where I could not get the water to it, at any 
lefa difiance than, as I have faid, of near half a mile; 
yet as I faw it was practicable at laft, I never gave it 
over ; and though I was near two years about it, yet 
I 1 .. evcr grudged my labour, in hopes of having a 
b ov.t to go off ro f ea at I aft. · 

flowever, though n1y little periagua was :finifhed, 
yet the fize of it was not at a!I anfwerable to the de .. 
fign which I had in view, when I rnadc the firil:; I 
mean of venturing over to the Terra Firm2, where 
it was above forty miles broad ; accordingly, the 
fi11allnefs of 111y boat affilled to put an end to that defign, 
and now I thought no more of it: But as I had a 
boat, n1y next defign was to make a tour round the 
ifland ; for as I had been on the other fide, in one 
place, croffing, as I have already defcribed it, over 
the land, fo the difcoveries I maqe in that journey
made 1ne very cager to fee the other parts of the 
coafl: ; and now I had a boat, I thought of nothing 
but failing round the ifland. 

For this purpofc, and that I n1ight do every thing 
·with difcretion and confideration, I fitted up a .little 

maft 
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inafl to n1y boat, and n1ade a fail to it out of fomc 
of the pieces of the fuip's fails, which lay in fiore, 
and of which I had a great £lore by me. 

Having fitted my 1naft and foil, and tried the 
boat, I found fhe would fail very well: Then I 
made little lockers and boxes at each end of n1y 
boat, to put provifions, neceifaries, and an1n1unition, 
&c. into, to be kept dry, either from rain, or the 
fpray of the fea ; and a little long hollow place 
I cut in the infide of the boat, where I could laz 

J 

rny gun, making a flap to hang down over it to keep 
it dry. _ 

I fixed my un1brella alfo in a ftcp at the ftern, like 
a mail:, to ftand over my head, and keep the heat 
of the fun off 1ne, like an awning; and thus I every 
now and then took a little voyage upon the fea, but 
never went far out, nor far from the little creek; 
but at lafl:, being eager to view the circun1ference of 
n1y little kingdo111, I refol ved upon 1ny tour, and 
accordingly I victualled my :fhip for the voyage; 
putting in two dozen of my loaves ( cakes I iliould 
rather call them) of barley-bread; an earthen pot 
full of parched rice, a food I eat a great deal of, a 
little bottle of rum, half a goat, and powder with 
fhot for killing more, and two large watch-coats, of 
thofe which, as I mentioned before, I had faved out 
of the feamen's chefl:s; thefe I took, one to lie upon, 
and the other to cover me in the night. 

It \Yas the fix th of November, in the fixth year of 
my reign, or my captivity, which you pleafe, that I 
fet out on this voyage, and I found it much longer 
than I expected ; for though the ifland itf e!f was not 
~·ery large, yet when I came to the eaft fide of it, I 

found 
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found a great ledge of rocks lie out about two leagues 
into the fea, fome ab0ve water, fome under it; 
and beyond this a ihoal of fand, lying dry half a 
league more ; fo that I was obliged to go a great way 
out to fea to double that point. 

When I firfl: difcovered them, I was going to give 
over my enterprize, and come back again, not 
knowing how far it n1ight oblige me to go out to 
fea, and above all, doubting how I iliould get back 
again ; f o I can1e to an anchor, for I had made 1ne a 
kind of an anchor \vith a piece of broken grappling 
which I got out of the !hip. 

Having fecured my boat, I took my gun, and 
went on fhore, clin1bing up an hill, which feemed to 
overlook that point, where I faw the full extent of 
it, and refolved to venture~ 

In my viewing the fea fr01n that hill where I flood, 
I perceived a ilrong, and indeed, a 1110ft furious 

current, which ran to the eafi, even came clofe to 
the point; and I took the more notice of it, becaufe 
I faw there 1night be fome danger, that " ·hen I came 
:nto it, I might be carried out to fea by the Hrength 
of it, and not be able to make the iiland again : And 
indeed, had I not gotten firfl upon this hill, I believe 
it would have been fo; for there was the fame current 
on the other fide of the ifland, only that it fet it off 
at a farther difiance ; an<l I faw there was a {hong 
eddy under the ihore; fo I had nothing to do but to 
get out of the firil current, and 1 {hould prefently be 
ju an eddy. 

I lay here, ho,:vever, two days; becaufe the ,-rind 
blowing pretty frefh (E. at S. E. and that being juft 

contrary to the faid current) 1nade a great breach of 
the 
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the fea npon the point ; fo that it ,vas not fafe for 
1ne to keep too dofe to the fhore for the breach, nor 
1-0 go too far off becaufe of the ftrean1. 

The third day in the morning, the wind having 
~1bated o-ver night, the fea was caln1, and I ventured ; 
but Iara a warning-piece again to all rafh and ignorant 

pilots ; for no fooner \Vas I come to the point, ·when 
l was not rny boat's length from the :fhore, but 
l found 1nyfelf in a great depth of ·water, and a 
current like a fluice of a mill : It carried my boat 
along with it with fuch violence, that all I could do 
could not keep her fo n1uch as on the edge of it: buL 
I found it huiried n1e farther and farther out fron1 the 
eddy, which was on the left hand. There was no 
'\Vind ftirring to help me, and all that I could do with 
1ny pa~clles fignified nothing; and now I began to 
gi vc myfelf over for loft ; for, as the current was on 
both fides the iiland, 1 knew in a few leagues di.fl:ance 
'i:hey 1nuft join again, and then I was irrecoverablr 
gone; nor did I [ee any poffibility of avoiding it; fo 
that I had 110 profp-ccr before me but of peri{hing ; 
not by the fea, for that was cahn enough, but of 
fiarving for hungeT. I had indeed found a tortoifc 
on the fhore, as big almoft as I could lift, and h;id 
toffed it into the boat; and I had a great jar of frcfh 
water, that is to fay, one of my earthen pot~ ; but 
what ,vas all this to be:ng driven into the va.fl: oce:'cn, 
where, to be fure, there was no fhore, no n1ain land 
or ifland, for a thoufand leagues at leaft ! 

J\.nd now I faw how eafy is ,vas for the pro\·ide:1ce 
of GoD to mak~ the moil miferable condition that 
m;:i.nkin<l could be in, worfe. Now I looked back 
upon 1ny defolate folitary ifland, as the moll 
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plafant place in the world, and ali the happinefs rrry 
heart could wifh for, was to be there again : I ftretched 
out n1y hands to it with eager willies ; 0 happy 
defart ! faid I, I {hall never fee thee more ; 0 
miferable creature! faid I, whither am I going! 
then I reproached myfelf with 1ny unthankful ten1per, 
and how I had repined at n1y folitary condition; and 
now what would I give to be on fnore there again ? 
Thus we never fee the true fiate of our condition, 
till it is illufrrated to us by its contraries ; nor know 
how to value what ,ve enjoy, but by the want of it: 
it is fcarce poffible to i1nagine the confrernation I ·was 
now in, being driven fr01n my belo-ved iiland (for fo 
it appeared to me now to be) into the wide ocean, 
almofl: two leagues, and in the utmofr def pair of ever 
recovering it again: however, I worked hard, till 
indeed my frrength was ahnofr exhauilecl; and kept 
my boat as much to the northward, that is, to,:vards 
the fide of the current which the eddy lay on, as 
poffibly I could ; when about noon, as the fun paifed 
the meridian, I thought I felt a little breeze of wind 
in my face, fpringing up from the S. S. E. This 
cheared my heart a little, and efpecially when in 
about half an hour n1ore it blew a pretty fmall gentle 
gale: by this time I was gotten at a frightful difiance 
from the iiland; and, had the ]eafr cloud or hazy 
weather intervened, I had been undone another way 
too; for I had no compafs on board, and {hould 
never have kno-wn how to have freered towards the 
iiland, if I had but once loft fight of it; but the 
,veather continuing clear, I applied n1yfelf to get up 
n1y mafi: again, and fJ:wead my fail, fianding a·way 
to the north as 1nuch as poilible, to get out of the 
current. 
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Jufl: as I had fet my n1afl: and fail, and the boat 
began to firetch a·way, I faw even by the clearnefs of 
the water, fon1e alteration of the current was near; 
for where the current ,vas fo firong, the ,vater ,,ras 
foul ; but perceiving the ,vater clear, I found the 
current abate) and prefently I found to the eaft, at 
about hc1lf a 1nile, a breach of the fea upon fon1e 
rocks ; thefe rocks I found caufed the current to 
part again ; and as the n1ain {\:refs of it ran away 
1nore foutherly, leaving the rocks to the north-eaft, 
f o the other returned by the repulfe of the rock, and 
1nade a fhong eddy, ,-vhich ran back again to the 
north-weft with a very :fharp firean1. 

They \vho know what it is to have a reprieve 
brought to thc1n upon the ladder, or to be refcued 
fr0111 thieves jufi: going to murder them, or who have 
been in fuch like extre111ities, n1ay guefs what 111y 

prcfent furprize of joy was, and how gladly I. put 
my boat into the :fhearn of this eddy ; and the wind 
alfo frefhcning, how gladly I f pread 1ny fail to it, 
running chearfully before the wind, and with a flrong 
tide or eddy under foot. 

This eddy carried n1e about a league in 111y "\"ray 
back again directly towards the ifiand, but about 
two leagues n1ore to\vards the north·ward than the 
current lay, which carried 1ne a way at firfl: ; fo that 
when I ca111e nea1 ~he ifland, I found rnyfelf open 
to the northern :fhorc of it, that is to fav, the other 
end of the ifb.nd, oppofite to that which I went out 
from. 

\Vhen I ha~ n1adc fomething m ore than a league of 
,vay by the help of this current or eddy, I found it 
·was fpent, and faved 1ne no farther. I-Iowever I 
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found, that being between the two great current;, 

viz. that on the fouth-fide which had hurried n1e 

away, and that on the north, which lay about two 

leagues on the other fide; I fa.y, between thefe two, 

in the weft of the ifiand, I found the v>'ater at leaft 

frill, and running no ,vay; and having frill a breeze 

of wind fair for 1ne, I kept on fteering directly for 

the iilancl, though not 111aking fuch frdh way as I 

Jid before .. 

About four o'clock. in the evening, being ther.. 

within about a league of the ifland, I found the point 

of the rocks which occafioned this difl:ance firetching 

out as is defcribed before, to the foutlnvard, and, 

cafling off the current more fouthwardly, had of 

courfe n1ade another eddy to the north,. and this I 
found very fhong, but dirccdy fetting the way n1y 

courfe lay, which was due weft, but aln1oft full 

north. However, having a frefh gale, I firetched 

acrofs this eddy, ilanting north weft, and in 

about an hoLlf came within about a n1ile of the 

fhore, where, it being finooth water, I foon got 

to land. 
When I was on fhore, I fell on my knees, and 

gave Gon thanks for 1ny deliverance, refolving to 

by afide all thoughts of 1ny deliverance by n1y boat ; 

and refrefhing myfelf ,vith fuch things as I had, I 
brought n1y boat clofe to the fhore, in a little cove 

that I had efpied under fome trees, and laid me down 

to fieep, being quite fpent with the labour and fatigue 

of the voyage. 
I was now at a great lofa ·which way to get home 

with my boat ; I had ran fo much hazard, and knew 

too n1uch the cafe to think of attempting it by the 
way 
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way I went out; and what n1ight be at the other fide 
(I mean the wefl:-fide) I knew not, nor had I any 
mind to run any more ventures; fo I only refolved 
in the 1norning to make n1y way wefrward along the 
fhore, and to fee if there was no creek where I might 
lay up n1y frigate in fafety, fo as to have her again 
if I wanted her. In about three n1iles, or thereabouts, 
coafl:ing the fhore, I came to a very good inlet, or 
bay, about a mile over, which narrowed till it came 
to a very little rivulet, or brook, where I found a 
convenient harbour for n1y boat, and ,vhere fhe lay 
as if fhe had been in a little dock n1adc on purpofe 
for her; here I put in, and having fi:ov?ed my boat 
Yery fafe, I went on fhore to look about me, and fee 
where I ,vas. 

I foon found I had but a little paffed by the place 
'" here I had been before when I travelled on foot to 
that fhore ; fo taking nothing out of n1y boat but my 
gun and n1y un1brella, for it was e~ceeding hot, I 
began 1ny n12a.rch : the way ,vas c0111fortable enough 
after fuch a voyage as I had been upon, and I reached 
111y old bower in the evening, where I found every 
thing fi:anding as I left it ; for l ahvays kept it in 
good order, beieg, as I faid before, n1y country
hcufc. 

I got over the fence, and laid n1e do-wn ia the 
fhad2 to reft my lin1bs, for I was very weary, and 
fdl 2.Heep: but judge you, if you can, that read my 
fl:ory, Y:hat a furpriz~ I rnu{l: be in, when I was 

1 l • r 11 b · } '· 1, a\Va!':.~tt out Oi r:1y uecp "'Y a vmce ca ung n1e uy my 
name fcveral times, Robin, Robin, Robin Crufoe, 
poor Robin Crnfoe ! \Vhere are you, Robin Crufoe? 
yrhcrc arc you? \\rhere haYe you been r 
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I was fo dead afleep at firft, being fatigued with 

rowing, or paddling, as it is called, the firfi part of 

the day, and walking the latter part, that I did not 

awake thoroughly ; and dozing bet\veen fleeping and 

waking, thought I drean1ed that fon1ebody fpoke to 

n1e: but ~s the voice continued to repeat Robin 

Crufoe, Robin Crufoe; at lafi I began to awake 

111orc perfectly, and was at firfi dreadfully frighted, 

and fi:arte<l up in the utmofl confi:ernation: but no 

fooner ·were n1y eyes open, but I faw my pol fitting 

on the top of the hedge, and immediately knew that 

this was he that fpoke to n1e; for juft in f uch 

bemoaning language I had uf ed to talk to him, and 

teach him ; and he had learned it fo perfeclly, that 

he woul<l fit upon 1ny finger, and lay his bill clofe 

to my face, and cry, Poor Robin Crufoe, "\\There 

are you ? \Vhere have you been? IIow came you 

here ? and fuch things as I had taught hin1. 

I-Iowever, even though I knew it was the parrot 

and that indeed it could be nobody elfe, it ,vas a good 

"While before I could con1p0fe myfelf. Firfi:, I ,vas 

an1azed how the creature got thither, and then how 

he fhould jufr keep about the place, and no where 

clfe : but as I was well fatisfied it could be nobody 

but honeft pol, I got it over ; and holding out 111y 

hand, and calling him by his name, pol, the fociaGle 

creature came to n1e, and fat upon 111y thun1b, as 

he ufcd to do, and continued talking to me, Poor 

Robin Crufoe, and, how did I come here? and:, 

where had I been? juft as if he had been overjoyed 

to fee me again ; and fo I carried him home along 

\Yith me. 
I had 
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I had now had enough of rambling to fea for fo1ne 
time, and had enough to do for many days to fit fl:ill> 
and reflect upon the danger I had been in : I would 
have been very glad to have had my boat again on 
my fide of the ifland, but I knew not how it was 
practicable to get it about: as to the eafl:-fide of the 
ifland, which I had gone round, I knew well enough 
there \Vas no venturing that way; n1y very heart 
would ihrink, and n1y very blood run chill, but to 
think of it : and to the. other fide of the ifland, I did 
not know how it might be there; but fuppofing the 
current ran with the fan1e force againft the fuore at 
the eafi, as it paired by it on the other, I might run 
the fan1e rifque of being driven down the fl:rean1, and 
carried by the ifland, as I had been before of being 
carried away from it ; fo with theft: thoughts I con
tented n1yfelf to be without any boat, though it had 
been the product of fo many months labot1r to n1ake 
it, and of fo many more to get into the fea. 

In this government of my temper I ren1ained near 
a year, lived a very fedate retired life, as you n1ay 
well fuppofe ; and my thoughts being very n1uch 
compofed, as to n1y condition, and fully c01nforted 
in refigning n1yfelf to the difpofitions of Providence, 
I thought I lived really Yery happily in all things, 
except that of fociety. 

I improved myfelf, in this ti1ne, in all the mechanic 
exerciie3 which 1n y neceffities put 1ne upon applying 
n1yfelf too ; and I believe could, upon occafi.on, haYc 
made a very good carpenter, efpecially confidering 
how few tools I had. 

Befides this, I arrived at an unexpected perfection 
in my earthen ware, and contrived ,Yell enough to 
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make them with a wheel, which 1 found infinitely 

eafier and better ; becaufe I made things round and 

fhapeable, which before were filthy things indeed to 
look on. But I think I never was n1ore vain of my 

own performance, or rnore joyful for z~ny thing I 
found out, than for my being able to n1al,.e a tobacco

pipe ; and though it Y:as a very ugly clumfy thing 
\vhen it was done, and oP ly burnt red like other 
earthen-,-.,·a:re, yet as it \Vas hard and firn1, and ,~·ould 
draw the frn.oke, I •,vas exceedillgly comforted YYith 
it; for I had been ah-,ays ufed to fmoke, and there 
were pipes in the fhip, but I forgot them at firft, not 
kno,\ ing there was tobacco in the ifland ; and after. 
"-.vard.;, ~,;hen I fearcheJ the ihip again, I could not 

t . 11 co1ne a any p1pes at 2i . 
In 1ny wicker-,vare I alfo improved n1uch, and 

n1adc abundance of neceiTary ba~ets, as well as 1ny 
i11vention :fheved n1e, though not very handfome, 
yet convenient for n1y laying things up in, or fetching 
things home in. For exan1ple, if I killed a goat 
abroad, I could hang it up in a tree, flay it, and 
drefs it, and cut it in pieces, and bring it home in a 
1)afket; and the like by a turtle, I could cut it up, 
takE out the eggs, and a piece or two of the fief11, 
,vhich vns enough fur me, and bring them home in 
a baPt:et, c1.nd iea ve the rdl behind 1ne : dfo large 
deep baikets \Ve~·e my receivers for my corn, which I 
always rubbed out as fcon as it was dry, and cured ; 
and kept it in great baL.ets inftead of a granary. 

I began no,v to perceive my powder abated con. 
fid2rably; and this ,vas a ,vant which it was 
impoilible for n1e to fupply, and I began ferioufiy to 
confider ,vhat I rnuf:: do when I fl1ould have no 1nore 

1 powaer; 
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po,·rde1· ; that is to fay, how I ihould do to kill any 
t.roats. I had, :is I obferved, in the third year of 
u 

'.my being here, kept a young kid, and bred her ta1ne ; 
I was in hopes of getting an he kid, but I could not 
by any 1neans bring it to pafs, till 1ny kid grew an 
0ld goat; and I could never find in n1y heart to kill 
her, till :fhe died at laft of 111ere age. 

But being now in the eleventh year of n1y refidence, 
and, as I have faid, n1y ammunition growing low, I 
fet n1yfelf to {ludy fome art to trap and fnare the goats, 
to fee whether I could not catch fome of them alive; 
and particularly I wanted a ihe-goat great with young. 

To this purpofe I made fnares to hamper them; 
and believe they Yvere 1nore than once taken in them ; 
but n1y tackle w~1s net good, for I had no 1vvire, and 
always f01.1nc. then1 broken, and my bait devoured. 

At length I refolvccl to try a pit-fall ; fo I dug 
f everal large pits in the earth, in places where I had 
obferve<l the goats ufcd to feed, and over thefe pits 
I placed hurdles of 1ny own making too, with a great 
weight upon the1n; and fever:il tin1es I p,1t ears of 
barley, and dry rice, without fetting the trap; and 
I could eafi.ly perceive, that the goats had gone in, 
and eaten up the corn, that I could fee the 1nark of 
their feet : at length, I fet three traps in one night, 
and going the ne.:::t n1orning, I found them all 
flanding, and 1 et the bait eaten and gone : this w~s 
very difcouraging; hm:vever, I c1Jtered n1y trap; 
and, not to trouble you v. ith particulars, going one 
morning to fee n1y traps, I found in one of the1n a 
large old he-goat ; and, in one of the other, three 
ki<ls, a male and two fon1ales. 

As to the old one, I knew not what to do with 
him ; he was fo fierce I durft: not go into the pit to 

N 4 hi111 
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him; that is to fay, to go about to bring hirn a,vay 
alive, which was ,vhat I wanted; I could have killed 
hi111, but that was not 1ny bufinefs, nor would it 
anfwer my .end; fo I e'en let him out, and he ran 
a way as if he had been frightened out of his wits ; 
but I did not then know what I afterwards learned, 
that hu:iger would tame a lion : if I had let him fiay 
there three or four days without food, and then have 

carried hin1 fon1e water to d~ink, and then a little 
corn, he would have been as tame as one of the 

kids ; for they are n1ighty fagacious tractable crea .. 
tures, \,vhere they are \vell ufed. 

However, for the prefent I let hi111 go, knowing 
no better at that time ; then I went to three kids ; 
and taking then1 one by one, I tied them with 
firings together; and ,vith fome difficulty brought 
them all home. 

It was a good while before they would feed, but 

thro\ving thern fome fweet corn, it tempted them, 

and they began to be tan1e : and now I found, that 
if I expected to fupply rnyfelf with goats-flefl1, when 
I had no powder or fl1ot left, breeding fame up tame 
,vas my only way, when pe.rhaps I might have then1 

about my houfe like a flock of ilieep. 
But then it prefently occurred to me, that I mull: 

keep the tan1e fron1 the ,, ild, or df e they ,vould 
always run wild when they grew up; and the only 
way for this was to have fome inclofcd piece of 
ground, ·well fenced either ,:rith hedge or pale, to 
keep the1n up fo effectually, that thofe v.-ithin might 
not break out, or thofe \v-ithout break in. 

This wa~ a great undertaking for one pair of hand ; 
yet as I faw there was an abfolure nece.ffity of cioing 

it, 1ny firft piece of work was to finJ out a proper 
piece 
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~iece of ground ; viz. ,vhere there was likely to be 

,acrbage for the111 to eat, vvater for then1 to drink, 

and cover to keep then1 fron1 the fun. 

Thofe who underftand fuch inclofures, will think 

I had very little contriv.an-ce, when I pitched upon a 

place very proper for aH thefe, being a plain open 

piece of ineadow-land or favanna (as our people call 

it in the weftern colonies) which had tv.o or three 

little drills of frdh water in it, and at one end was 

,·cry \voody ; I fay they will f111ile at n1y forecafl:, 

,vhen I :fhall tell them I began n1y inclofing of this 

piece of ground in fuch a manner, that my hedge or 

pale n1ui1 ha-re been at leafl nvo miles about ; nor 

,vas the 1nadnefs of it fo great as to the cornpafs; for 

if it ·wc1s ten 1niles about, I was like to have time 

.enough to do it in; but I did not confider, that n1y 

_goats would be as ,, ild in fo n1uch con1pafs, as if 

they had had the whole iiland ; and I iliould have fo 

:n1uch ro01n to chace them in, that I fhould never 

catch them. 
l\Ty hedge was began and carried on, I be1ieve, 

,about fifty y;'rds, when this thought occurred to 1ne; 

fo I prefently flopped fhort, and for the firfl begin

ning I refo:ivcd to inclofe a piece of about 150 yards 

1n length, and I oo yards in breadth, ,vhich as it 
would 1naintain as many as I {hould have in any rea

fon:1ble time, fo, as 1ny flock incrcafed, I could add 

1nore gro•.1nd to 1ny in lofure, 

This was acting with fmne prudence, and I went 

~o \York with courage ; I was about three n1011ths 

hedging in the firfl: piece ; and, till I h~d done it, I 

t,~therec.1 the three kids in the beft part of it, and ufed 

then.1 to feed as near 1ne as poffille, to n1ake t 11ern 

~an1iiiar ; anu. v;.;ry often I would go and carry tu:111 

~ fo .. 11c 
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fon1e ears of barley, or an handful of rice, and feed 
then1 oat of n1y har:d ; fo that after my incl of ure "ras 
finifhed, and I let the1n loofe, they would folltnv 111e 

up ?..nd dcv✓11, bleati:i1g after rne for an handful of corn. 
,.,h. ~ , ,.l d . 1 
.1 _11s an:-.:ereu rny enu, an... 1n dDout a year and a 

half I had a Bock of about t,vehre goats, kids an.d all ; 
and in t\voyears 1nore I had three a~1d forty, bc11,J~s 
fcver2.l thJ.t I took and kiiled for my food ; and after 
that , I i2clofcd fi vc fever:il pieces of groui1d to feed 
then1 in, ,vith little pens to driYe thcn1 into, to take 
then1 as I wanted the111; and gates out of one piece 

r l • 1 
OI gro1..1nn 111to anotner. 

C • 

But thi:, waJ not all; for now I not only had goat's 
fLfh to feed on when I pleafcd, but milk too, a thing 
which indeed in n1y beginning I did not fo 1nuch as 
think of, and ,vhich, when it can1e into 111y thou3hts, 
was really aa z.greeable furprize ; for now I fet up 
111v dairv, and h<ld fometi1nes a brrallon or two of 1i1ilk 

J J 

in a day. And as nature, who gives fupplies of food 
to evcty creature, dicrates even naturally how to 
n1ake ufe of it ; fo I, that never n1ilked a co'w, 1nuch 
lefs a goat, or faw butter or cheeie rnacle, -..:ery 
readily and hdnJily, though after a great 111any effays 
c.n.J mifcarriaves, m~tcle me both butter and cheefc at ,::, 

}aft, and never wanted it arten\"arcb. 
1-Io-i:v n1ercifully c.ln out grcz~t Creator treat hi, 

creatures, even in t~wfo con.ditions in which they 
foer:1ed to be overvv heln~~d in dcH:n.h1ion ! I-T o,v c1n 
he i\vccten the bitterefr providences, arnl giYc ~ls 
caufc to pr?ife hin1 for dtingcons and prifons ! "\Vhat 

} l I 1· 1 {" • ·, 1 r a tau.:.c ,;;,~s 1e:·e p-t"c:.:;-tc: rorn rn.e 111 a v-.iwerne~~:, 
wher-:: I f::·:: nothing ~:t iirfl: but to perifh for hnngcr ! 

It wonid h;:t'.'e m.:1.dc a i1oic fm;Ic, to hcl\'e fcc!1 me 
and my litt!,.; Etrni:y f:t (ii_;\",' 11 t,, dinacr: thcr1.· \Y:l" 

mv ,, 
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1ny 111aj~rLy, the prince and lord of the ,vhole iiland; 
I had the liYes of all my fubjccl:s at abfolute com-
111and; I could h,tng, drav-1, give life and liberty, and 
take it away, and no rebels an1ol\!, all n1y fubjea:s. 

Then to fee ho·w like a kirig I dined too, all alone, 
attendt:cl by 1ny fcrvants ! fol, a~ if he had been n1y 
Lwourite, as the on.ly perfon perLltt(:d to talk to rne; 
1ny <log, which v.12ts now gro-.vn yery old and crazy, 
anJ fvund no fpccies to 111Eltiply his kii.1d upon, fat 
ah1. ays at my right-ha:1J. ; 2nd t·\vo cau, one on one 
fide the table, and or1c on the other, expecting now 
and then a bit frorn 111y hand, as a n1ark of ilJccial 
favour. 

BL1t thcfc vrere not the t\vo cats which I brought 
on fhore at fir.fl ; for they were Loth of thern dead, 
and ho.cl b~en interred near n1y habitation by n1y o,vn 
h,:nd~; ; but one of the1n haviEg rnultipled by I know 
not \Yhat kind of creature, thefe were two \vhich I 
prefer{cd ta111e, whereas the reil ran wild into the 
·,n:lod~~~ and bccan1c indec<l. troubleforne to me at 
la1t ; for they ,voulcl often con1e into n1y houfe, and 
plunder 1ne too, till at laft I was obliged to :fhoot 
them, and did kill a great n1any; at length they left 
1ne "\\ ith this attendance, and in this plentiful man-

T '' 1 
•' 11 I b r "d ncr ,._ 11•:cu ; ncrtner con c e 1a1 to want any 

thing but focicty, and of that, in forne time after 
thi&, I ',vas like to ha\·e too n1uch. 

I was fon1ething i111paticnt, as I h;ul obferved, to 
ha.Ye the ufe nf 1ny boat, though very loth to run 
any 1nore hazard ; and therefore fo1neti1nes I fat 
contri-ving ways to gd her about the ifb.nd, and at 
other times I fat n1 yfelf down contented enough 
without h-:r. But I had a ftrange uneafinefs in n1y 
nin<l to 30 do,vn to the point of the ifland, ,vhere, 

as 
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as I have faid in my lail: ramble, I went up the hill 
to fee how the fhore lay, and how the current fet, 
that I n1ight fee what I had to do : this inclination 

increafed upon n1e every day, and at length I refolved 
to travel thither by land, and following the edge of 
the {hore, I did fo : but had any one in England been 
to meet fuch a man as I ,vas, it n1uft either haYe 
frighted then1, or raifed a great deal of laughter ; 
and as I frequently fiood fiill to look at n1yfelf, I 
could not but fmile at the notion of n1y trayelling 
through York/hire ,v-ith f uch an equipage, and in 
fuch a drefa. Be ple2.fed to take a !ketch of n1y 
figure, as follo\VS : 

I had a great high fhapelefs cap, made of goat's 
fkin, with a fhtp hanging do\vn behind, as well to 
keep the fun from me, as to fhoot the rain off fron1 
running into n1y neck; nothing being fo hurtful in 
thefe climates, as the rain epon the flefh under the 
clothes. . 

I had a ilio~:t jacket of goat's fkin, the :fkirts coming 
down to about the mi<ldie of my thighs ; and a pair of 
ooen-1~need breeches of the fame : the breeches were 

l 

n1ade of a ikin of an old he-goat, whofe hair hung 
down fuch a length on either fide, that, like panta
loons, it reached to the middle of my legs. Stockings 
and fhoes I had none ; but I had made 111e a pair of 
fomcthing, I fcarce knew what to call them,, like 

bu{kins, to fbp over n1y legs, and lace on either fide 
like fpatterda{hes ; but of a moft barbarous ilici.pe, as 
indeed were all the reft of my clothes. 

I had on a broad belt of goat's fkin dried, which I 
drew together with t\vo thongs of the fame, infi:ead 
of buckles ; and in a kind of a frog on either fide ; of 

this 
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this, inilead of a fword and dagger, hung a little faw 
and a hatchet ; one on one fide, one on the other : I 
had another belt not fo broad, and fafl:ened in the 
fan1e manner, which hung over my fhoulder; and 
at the end of it, under my left arn1, hung two 
pouches, both 1nade of goat's-fkin too ; in one of 
which hung n1y powder, in the other n1y {hot : at 
1ny back I carried my baiket, on n1y {boulder n1y 
gun, and oYer n1y head a great clumfy ugly goat's_ 
ikin un1brella, but which, after all, ·was the moft 
necelfary thing I had about n1e, next to my gun: as 
for my face, the colour of it was really not fo Mulatto 
like, as one n1ight expeCt fron1 a 1nan not at all 
careful of it, and living within nine or ten degrees of 
the equinox. lVIy beard I had once fuffered to grow 
till it was about a quarter of a yard long; but as I 
had both fciffars and razors fufficient, I had cut it 
pretty fhort, except what grew on n1y upper lip, 
,vhich I had tri1ned into a large pair of Mahometan 
whifkers~ fuch as I had feen ,vorn bv fome Turks, 
whom I faw at Sallee: for the Moors did not wear 
fuch, though the Turks did : of thefe n1ufl:achios, or 
whiil~ers, I will not fay they were long enough to 
h~ng rny hat upon then1 ; but they were of length 
and fhapc 1nonfl::rous enough, and fuch as in England 
would have paffoJ for frightful. 

But all this is by the bye ; for as to 1ny figure, I had 
fo few to obfcrve 1ne, that it ·was of no manner of 
confequence ; fo I fay no mm·e to th2.t part: in this 
kind of figure I v; cnt 1ny ne'.v jm.:rney, and was out 
five or fix days. I travelled firfl:: along the fea-fhore, 
directly to the place where I firft brought my boat to 
an anchor, to get up upon the rocl.,_s; and, having 

no 
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no bo2..t no,"- to take care of, I ,vent over the Ian<l 
a nearer ,~."ay, to the fame height that I was upon 
before; ,vhen looking fonT,-cird to the point of the 
rock ,vhich lay out, and Yrhi<.:h I ,vas to double ,vith 
1n y boat, as I faid above, I was furprized to fee the 
fea all f1nooth and quiet; no ripling, no motion, 
no current, any n1ore there than in other places. 

I was at a itrange Iofs to underftand this, and re
fol ved to fpcncl f01ne time in the obferving of it, to 
fee if nothing fro1n the fets of the tide had occafioned 
it : but I was prefently convinced how it was ; viz. 
that the tide of ebb fetting fron1 the weu:, and join
ing with the current of waters fron1 fome great riYer 
on the fhorc, nlllft be th:; occafion of this· current, 
and that according as the ,,·ind ble,v more forcible ' 
fr01n tI1e \Yd1:, or from the north, this current c1n1e 
near, or ,vent farther fron1 the {hare ; for, ,vaiting 
ther~abouts till evenin3;, I went up to the rock again, 
and then the tide uf ebb being made, I plainly faw 
the current again as befo-re, only that it ran farther 
off, being near half a league frorn the fnore; ,vhcreas, 
in 1ny cafe, it fet clofe upon the fhore, ancl hurried 
1ne in my canoe:: along with it, which at 2.:1other time 
it ,vou!cl not L~1.1:e done. 

This obfen-ation. con'.·inccd me, thJ.t I Ind nothi1"!~~ 
to c;o ()i..lt to obfcrYe the ~~1bin.:; clnd the fluwing of the 
ti 1e, aud I might ~.-cry ea~ly bri;::.g 1ny bozt about 
the i!b.nd again : but ,~·hen I be~a!1 to think of put
ting it in prt1(tice, I had fuch ~ terror npc,n rny fpirits 
at the rcmcmiira:-:.cc of the da:\\cr J h,ld been in, 
that I coul<l ;,ot thir-.k of i!: again ':,ith any patience; 
but on the contr~iiT, I r,_ ok un ~1 ... ot!1er refolution, . . 

\\ I!!l~ 
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~vhich ·was more fafe, though n1ore laborious; and 
this was, that I would build, or rather n1ake n1e 
an0ther pcriagua, or c2.noe; and fo haYe one for one 
fide of the iiland, and one for the other. 

You are to underfb1nd, that now I had, as I n1ay 
call it, two plantations in the ifland; one n1y little 
fortification or tent, with the wall about it ti.nder the 
rock, with the caYe behind n1e, which by this time 
I had inlarged into fe~. eral apartn1ents or caves, one 
within another. One of theie, ,vhich was the driefr 
and largefl:, and had a door out beyond n1y vvall or 
fortifica.tion, that is to fay, beyond where nry wall 
joined to the rock, was ail filled up ,vith large ear
then pots, of ·which I have given an account, ~tnd 
with fourteen or fifteen great bafkets, which would 
hold five or fix bui11els each, where I laid cp n1y
fl:ores of pro1:ifion, efpecially 111y corn, fmne in the 
car cut off {hort fron1 the flraw, and the other rubbed 
out ,-vith 1ny hands. 

As for 1ny \Vall, 1nade as before, with long frakes 
or piles, thofe piles grew all Eke trees, and were by 
this ti1ne grown fo big, and fpread fo very rn.uch, 
that there "\Y,1S not the leatl anoear2.ncc, to anv one's 

.J. .L ,I 

Yi\.., \V, of any habit:.i.tion behind them. 
lfoar this chvel1ing of mine, but a little farther 

,vi thin the land, and apon lov'i er ground, lay n1y 
two pieces of corn ground; which I kept duly cul
tivated and 10\<;'eJ, and which dt hr , iclded r11e their 

J ., 

harvcfl in its feafon: and whene\ er I had o:caGOI}. for 
1nore corn, I had 1nore land adjoining as fit as 
that. 

Befrdes this, I hc1.d n1y country-feat, and I had now 
a tolerable plantation there alio; fui.· firfi:, I had my 

little 
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little bower, as I called it, which I kept in repair; 
that is to fay, I kept the hedge '"hich circled it in 
confrantly fitted UJ) to its ufual height, the bdde:ir 
Handing always in the infide; I kept the trees, wl1ich 
at firil ·were no more than my fiakes, but ,vere no\V 
gro,vn very firrn a:qd tall ; I kept them always fo 
cut, that they n1ight fpread and gro·1-v thick and wild~ 

~nd 1nake the n1ore agreeable fhade, ·which they did 
effecl:ually to my n1ind. In the ;niddle of this I had 
my tent always franding, being a piece of a fail 
fpread over poles fet up for that purpofe, and which 
never wanted any repair or renewing; <lnd under 
this I had 1113.de me a fquab or couch, with the 
fr~ins of the creatures I had killed, and with other 
foft things, and a blanket laid on them, fuch as 
belonged to our fea-bedding, which I had faved, and 
a great watch-coat to cover 1ne; and here, whenever 
I had occafion to be abfent fron1 my chief feat, I took 
up n1y country haLitation. 

P.1..djoining to this I had n1y inciofures for n1y 

cattle, that is to fay, n1y goats : And as I had taken,. 
an inconceivable deal of pains to fence and inclofe 
this ground, I was fo uneafy to fee it kept entire, left 
the goats :fhould break through, that I never left off,, 
till ,vith infinite labour I had ftuck the outfide of the 
hedge fo full of fnnll flakes, and fo near to one 
another, that it was rather a pale than an hedge, and 
there ,vas fcarce roon1 to put an hand through 
1Jetween them, which afterwards, ·when thofe !lakes. 
grew, as they all did in the next rainy feafon, made 

the inclofure ilrong, like a wall, indeed ftronger than 

anv wall . .. 
This 
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This will tefiify for me that I was not idle, and that 
I fpared no pains to bring to pafs whatever appeared 
nece:ifary for my comfortable fupport; for I con
fidered the keeping up a breed of tame creatures thus 
at my hand, would be a living magazine of fle{h, 
milk, butter and cheefe, for me, as long as I lived 
·in the place, if it were to be forty years; and that 
keeping them in my reach, depended entirely upon_ 
my perfecring my inclofures to fuch a degree, that I 
111ight be f ure of keeping them together ; which by 
this method indeed I fo effectually fecured, that when 
thefe little flakes began to grow, I had planted them 
fo very thick, I was forced to pull fome of them up . 
again. 

Ii:i this place alfo I had my grapes growing, which 
I principally depended on for my winter ftore of 
raifins, and which I never failed to preferve very 
carefully, as the befi and moft agreeable dainty of my 
whole diet; and indeed they were not agreeable only, 
but phyfical, wholfome, nourifhing and refre:fhing 
to the laft degree. 

As this was alfo about half way between my other 
habitation and the place where I had laid up my boat, 
I generally fiaid and lay here in my way thither; for 
I ufed frequently to vifit my boat, and I kept all 
things about or belonging to her in very good order; 
fometimes I went out in her to divert myfelf1 but 
no more hazardous voyages would I go, nor fcarce 
ever above a fione's caft or two fron1 the iliore, 
I was fo apprehenfive of being hurried out of my 
knowledge again by the currents, or winds, or any 
other accident : But now I come to a new fcen~ of 
my life. 

VoL. t O It 
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It happened one day about noon, going towards: 
n1y boat, I was exceedingly furprized \vith the print 
of a n1an's naked foot on the :fhore, ·which was very 
plain to be feen in the fand: I fiood like one thun
der-firuck, or as if I had feen an apparition; I 
liftened, I looked round 1ne, I could hear nothing,. 
nor fee any thing; I went up to a rifing ground to 

look farther : I went up the ihore, and down the 
fhore, but it \Vas all one, I could fee no other 
impreffion but that one: I went to it again to fee if 

there were any more, and to obferve if it n1ight not 
be my fancy; but there was no roon1 for that, for 
there was exaclly the very prin~ of a foot, toes, heel, 
and every part of a foot; how it ca1ne thither I knew 
not, nor could in the lea.ft imagine. But after 
innumerable fluttering thoughts, like a n1an per• 
focrly confufed, and out of n1yfelf, I caine home to 
rny fortification, not feeling, as we fay, the ground 
I went on, but terrified to the la.ft degree, looking 
behind me at every two or three freps, n1ii1::aking 
every bu:fh and tree, and fancying every frump at a 

dii1:ance to be a n1an ; nor is it poffible to defcribe 
how n1any various :fhapes an affrighted i1nagination 
reprefented things to n1e in ; how 1n,u1y wild ideas 
were formed every 1noment in 1ny fancy, and what 
_fhange unaccountable whin1fies can1e into n1y thoughts 

by the way. 
"'\Vhen I came to n1y cai1:le, for fo I think I cal1ed it 

ever after this, I fled into it like one purfued; 
,vhether I went over by the ladder, as firft contrived, 
or went in· at the hole in the rock, which I called a 

door, I cannot ren1en1ber ~ for never frighted hare 
fled 
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fied to cover, or fox to earth, with more terror of 
n1ind than I to this retreat. ' 

I had no fleep that night ; the farther I was fron1 
the occafion of n1y fright, the greater my appre-

·henfions were; which is fomething contrary to the 
nature of fuch things, and ef pecially to the ufual 
pracl:ice of all creatures in fear : But I was fo en1-
barraffed with n1y own frightful idea:s of the thing, 
that I formed nothing but difmal imaginations to 
1nyfelf, even though I was now a great way off it. 
Sometimes I fancied it mufi be the devil ; and reafon 
joined in with me -upon this fuppofition: For how 
Ihould any other thing in human fhape come into the 
place ? Where w-as the veffel that brought then1? 
"\Vhat n1arks were there of any other footfieps? And 
how was it poilible a 1nan ihould come there ? But 
theJ?. to think that s~1.tan Ihould take hu1nan fhape 
upon him in f uch a place where there could be no 
111anner of occafion for it, but to leave the print of 
his foot behind him, and that even for no purpofe 
too (for he could not be fure I :fhould fee it,) this was 
an an1azement the other way : I confidered th«t the 
devil n1ight have found out abundance of other ways 
to have terrified 1ne, than this of the fingle print of 
a foot: That as I lived quite on the other fide of the 
i:fland, he would never have been fo fin1ple to leave a 
n1ark in a place where it ,-v2.s ten thoufand to one 
whether I :fhonld ever fee it or not, and in the fand 
too, ,vhich the firft furge of the fea upon an high 
wind ·would have defaced entireiy: All this feen1ed 
inconfiflent with the thin°· itfelf, and with all 0 

notions we ufually entertain of the fubtlety of the 
devil. 

0 2 Abundance 
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.Abundance of fuch things as thefe affified t,, 
· argue me out of all apprehenfions of its being the 

dc\·il : .A.nu I prefently concluded that it n1u.ft be 

fome 1nore dangerous creature ; viz. That it n1ufl 

be fame of the favages of the n1ain land over-againfl 

n1e, ,vho had wandered out to fea in their canoes, 

and, either driven by the currents, or by contrary 

,-.. inLls, had 111adc the ifland; and had been on iliore, 

but wer•c gone a way again to fea, being as loth, 

perh2.ps, to have fl:aid in this defolate ifland, as I 
would have been to have had them . 

.. \iVhile thefe rcfleclions were rol_ling upon my mind, 

[ ,.vas very thankful in my thought, that I was fo 

happy a~ not to be thereabouts at that time, or that 

they did not fee my boat, by which they ·would haYc 
concluded, that fome inhabitants had been in the 

place, and perhaps have fearched farther for me : 

Thffi terrible thoughts racked n1y imaginations 

about their haYing found my boat, and that there 

,vere people here; and that if fo, I {hould certainly 

have them come again in greater numbers, and 

devour me; that if it iliould happen fo that they 

fhoul<l not find me, yet they would find my inclo ... 

furc, deflroy all my corn, carry away all my flock 

of tame goats, and I !hould perifu at laft for mere 

,-:ant. 

Thus 1ny fear baniihed all my religious hope; aH 
that former confidence in Gon, which was founded 

upon fuch wonderful experienc·e as I had had of his 

goodnefa, now vanifhed; as if he that had fed me by 

111irade hitherto, could not preferve by his povver 

the provifion which be had n1ade for me by his 

goodncfs. I rep:·oz.~!l~d. ~:{elf with 111y uneafinefs, 
that 
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that I ,vould not fo\v any n10re corn or!.e year, than 

·would jufi: ferve me till the next fcafon, as if 110 

accident could intervene to prevent my enjoying the 

crop that was upon the ground : And this I thought 

fo j ufl: a reproof, that I . re:ol ycd for the future to 

have two or three vc:.1.rs corn before-hand, fo that 
J 

whatever n1ight c01ne, I n1ight not pcri{h for ,vant 

of bread. 
How fhange a chequer-work of Providence is the 

life of 111an ! And by what fecret diHcring forinn-s are 
. J. 0 

the affections hurried about, as differing circumftanccs 

prefent ! To day ·we love wh2.t to-n1orrow ,-ve hate ; 

to day ,ve feek. ,vhat to-morrow we fhun ; to day vve 

dtfire what to-morro,v --r_ve fear ; nay, even tre1nble 

at the apprehenfions of. This w~s exemplified in me 

at this time in the mof1r lhrely n1anner i111aginable ; 

for I, whofe only au1iclion ,vas, that I feemed 

baniilied fron1 hun1an fociety, that I v;as alone, cir

cumfcribed by the boundlefs ocean, cut off from 

n1ankind, and conde1nncd to what I call a filent life; 

that I was as one whon1 heaven thought not worthy 

to be nun1bered among the living, or to appear among 

the refl: of his creatures ; that to have feen one of 1ny 

own fpecies, would have focrncd to n1e a raifing 

me from death to life, and the greatefl: bleiling that 

heaven itfe]f, next to the fupreme bleiu.ng of falvation, 

could bef1:o-w ; I fay, that I fhould now tren1ble at 

the very apprehenfions of feeing a nian, and was 

ready to fink into the ground, at but the {hadow, or 

Silent appearance of a 111an's having fet his foot on the 

iiland. 
Such is the uneven fiate of human life; and it 

afforded me a great many curious fpeculations ,1fter-

O 3 wards, 
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wards, when I had a little recovered my firfi: furprize; 
I confidercd thz.t this was the fiation of life the 
infinitely wife and good providence of Gon had de
termined for 1ne ; that as I could not forefee what 
the ends of di\'i:1e ,vifdon1 might be in all this, fo I 
was not to difpnte his fovereignty, ,vho, as I ,vas his 
creature, had an undoubted right by creation to 
govern alld difpo~e of me abfolutely as he thought 
fit ; and v,1ho, as I ,vas a creature vvho had oifended 
hi1n, had likewife a judicial right to conden111 n1e to 
,vhat punifhn1ent he thought fir ; and that it was 1ny 
part to fubmit to bear his indignation, becaufc I had 
finned ag2.infi: him. 

I then reflected, that Gon, who was not only 
righteous, but or.i1nipotent, as he had thought fit thus 
to punifh and aflliO: me, fo he was c:1.ble to deliver me; 
that if he did not thin:k fit to do it, it was my un .. 
que!lionccl duty to rcfi0n myfelf abfolutely and en
tirely to his will : And, on the other hand, it was 
1ny duty alfo to hope in hi1n, pray to him, and 
quietly to attend the dictates and directions of his 
daily providence. 

Thefe thoughts took me up many hours, days, nay, 
I may fay, wcelrs and months; and one particular 
efrecr of my cogitations on this occafion I cannot 
omit; viz. one morning early, lying in my bed, and 
filled ,vith thoughts about 1ny danger frmn the ap. 
pearance of favages, I found it difcompofed me very 
1nuch; upon which thofc words of the fcripture came 
into n1y thoughts, Call upon 11ze in the day of trouble, 
and I u1i!l clcli·ver thee, and thou /halt glorify me. 

Upon this, rifing chearfully out of my bed, n1y 
-heart was not only con1forted, but I was guided and 

encouraged 
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-encouraged to pray earnefUy to Gon for deliverance: 

"\A.Then I had done praying, I took up n1y bible, and 

opei:ing it to read, the firft 1.vords that prefented to 
n1e, ,vere, vVait on the Lord, and be of good cheer, and 

hejhallflrengtben thy heart: HTait, 1/ay, on the Lord. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the con1fort this gave me; 

and in return, I thankfully laid do1,vn the book, and 

\vas no 1nore fad, at ~eafl:, not on that occafion. 

In the middle ot thefe cogitations, apprehenfions, 

and reflecrions, it can1e into n1y thoughts one day, 

that all this might be a n1ere chimera of my own, and 

that this foot might be the print of my own foot, when 

I came on ihore fr0111 1ny boat : This cheared me up 

a little too, and I began to perfuacle myfelf it was all 

a delri.fion; that it ,vas nothing elfe but my own 

foot ; and why n1ight not I con1e that way from the 

boat, as well as I was going that way to the boat? 

Again, I confidered alfo, that I could by_ no means 

tell for certain ,~,h~re I had trod, and where I had 

not ; and that if at lafl: this was only the print of my 

own foot, I had played the part of thofe fools, who 

fh-i-ve to n1ake fi:ories of fpeo:res and apparitions, and 

then are themfelves frighted at the1n more than any 

body elfe. 
Now I began to take courage, and to peep abroad 

again ; for I had not fiirred out of 1ny caflle for three 

days and nights, fo that I began to fi:arve for pro. 

vifion; for I had little or nothing ,vithin doors, but 

fome barley-cakes an<l water. 'Then I knew that my 

goats wanted to be milked too, which ufually was my 

evening diYer.G.on ; and the poor creatures were in 

great pain and inconvenience for want of it ; and 

0 4 indeed 
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indeed it almofl: fpoiled fome of them, and ahnofi. 
dried up their milk. 

Heartening myfelf therefore with the belief, that 
this was nothing but the print of one of my ovvn feet 
( and fo I n1ight be truly faid to {but at my o,vn 
fuadow,) I began to go abroad again, and went to 
my countTy-houfe to n1ilk my flock; but to fee with 
what fear I went forward, how often I looked behind 
me, how I was ready, every no,v-and-thcn, to lay 
duwn my baiket, and run for n1y life ; it would have 
made any one have thought I was haunted with an 
evil confcience, or that I had been lately mofr terri~ 
bly frighted ; and fo indeed I had. 

However, as I went down thus two or three days, 
and having feen nothing, I began to be a little bolder, 
and to think t~ere Yi·as really nothing in it but my 
own imagination; but I could not perfuade myfelf 
fully of this·, till I :fhould go down to the fnore again, 
and fee this print of a foot, and n1eafure it by my 
own, and fee if there was any fi111ilitude or fitnefs, 
that I might be affured it was n1y own foot: But 
when I came to the place firft, it appeared evidently 
to me, that when I laid up my boat, I could not 
poffibly be on fhore any where thereabouts: Secondly, 
when I came to meafure the mark with n1y o,vn foot, 
I found my foot not fo large by a great deal : Both 
thefe things filled 1ny head with new imaginations, 
and gave 111e the -vapours again to the highefl: degree; 
fo that I ihook. with cold, like one in an ague, and I 
went home again, filled with the belief, that fome 
man or men had been on fhore there ; or, in ihort, 
that the ifland was inhabited, and I n1ight be fur .. 

prized 



OF RODINSON CRUSOE, 

prized before I was aware ; and what courf e to take 

for my fccurity, I knew not. 

0 what ridiculous refolutions n1en take, when 

poifeffed ·with fear! It deprives the111 of the ufe of thofe 

1neans which rcafon offers for their relief. The 

firfl thing I propofecl to myfelf was, to throw dovvn 

my inclofures, and turn all n1y tan1e cattle wild into 

the ·woods, that the ene1ny might not find them, clnd 

then frequent the iiland in profpeB: of the fa1ne, or 

the like booty ; then to the fim.ple thing of digging 

JJp n1y two corn-fields, th;,.t they n1ight not find f uch 

a grain there, and ftill to be pron1ptetl to frequent 

the iDand ; then to demolifh n1y bower and tent, that 

they might not fee tlny veftiges of my habit8.tion, 

and be prornpted to look farther, in order to find 

out the perfons inhabiting. 

Thefe were the fubjeEts of the firfl night's cogita

tion, after I was come hon1e again; while the apprc

henfions ,vhich had fo over-run n1y n1ind were frefh 

t1pon me, and 1ny head was full of vapours, as.above. 

Thus fear of danger is ten thoufand ti1nes n1ore terri

fying than danger itfelf, ·when apparent to the 

eyes; and we find the burden of anxiety, greater by 

much than the evil which Yle are anxious about; 

but, which was w-orfe than all this, I had not that 

1·elief in this trouble frorn the refignation I ufed to 

pracl:ife, that I hoped to have. I looked, I thought, 

like Saul, \'. ho complained not only that the Philif-

1ines \Vere upon hin1, ~ut th~1t Gon had forfaken 

hi1n; for I did not now take due ways to compofe 

my n1ind, by cryjng to Gon in 1ny difl:refs, and refl:

ing upon his providence, as I had done before, for 

my defence and deliYerance; which if I had done, I 

had_, 
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had, at lea.ft, been more ch~a~·fuIIy fupported under 
this new furprize, and perhaps carried through it 
with n1ore refolution. 

This confufion of BY thoughts kept n1e waking all 
night; but in the n1orning I fell dkep, and having 
by the an1ufe1nent of n: y mi.nJ been, as it \Vere, tried, 
and n1y fpirits exhauft:ed, I fiept very foundly, and 
a·,vaked n1uch better compofeJ than I had ever been 
before: .A.nd now I b~gan to think fedately; and, 
upon the ut111ofi debate with n1y[elf, I concluded, 
that this ifland, which was f o exceeding pleafant, 
fruitful, and no farther fron1 the main land than as I 
had feen, was not fo entirely aba~-doned as I might 
in1aginc : That although there ~ ere no fiated in~ 
habitants who lived on the fpot; yet that there might 
fmnetimcs come boats off fro1n the fhore, who either 
with defign, or perhaps never but when they were 
driven by crofs winds, n1ight come to this place. 

That I had lived here 15 years now, and had not 
met with the leafl: fhadow or figure of any p~ople be
fore; and that if at any time they :fhould be driven 
here, it was probable they went a\\·ay again as foon 
as ever they could, feeing they had never thought fit 
to fix there upon any occafion, to this time. 

That the n1ofi I could fuggefr any danger from, 
was, fro1n any f uch cafuaJ accidental landing of 
firaggling people frorn the main, who, as it was 
likely, if they were driven hither, \Vere here againft 

· their wills; fo they 1nade no fl:ay here, but went off 
agz~in with all poHible fpeed, feld01n 11:aying one night 
on fhore, left they fnould not have the help of the 
tides and day-light back again; anJ that therefore I 

had 
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had nothing to do but to confider of fome fafe retreat, 

in ca-fe I fhould foe any favages land upon the fpot. 

:Now· I began forely ta repent that I had- dug 

n1y cave fo large, as to bring a door through again, 

which door, as I faid, can1e out beyond where n1y 

fortification joined to the rock. Upon n1aturely 

confidering this, therefore, I rcfolved to draw n1e 

:a fecond fortification, in the n1anner of a fen1i

circle, at a difiance fron1 my wall, j ufl: where I had 

planted a double row of trees about twelve years be

fore, of which I made n1ention: thefe trees having 

been planted fo thick before, there wanted but a 

few piles to be driven betT,Yeen them, that they 

fhou ld be thicker and {lronger, and my ,vall would 

be foon finiihed. 
So that I had now a double wall, and my outer 

wall was thickene-J with pieces of ti111ber, old. cables, 

and every thing I could think of to n1ake it fl:rong ; 

having in it feven little holes, about as big as I n1ight 

put n1y ann out at. In the infide of this I thickened 

n1y wall to about ten fe~t thick, continually bring

ing earth out of rny cave, and laying it at the foot of 

the wall, and walking upon it; and through the 

feven holes I "ontrived to plant the mufquets, of 

which I took notice that I got feven on fuore out of 

the fhip ; thefe, I fay, I planted like 1ny cannon, 

and fitted then1 into fra1nes that held then1 like a car

riage, that fo I could fire all the feven guns in two 

minutes tirn.e: thi.:: wall I was n1any a ·weary n1onth 

in finifhing, and yet never thought myfdf fafe till it · 

,Nas <lone. 
Vvhen this was done, I iluck all the ground with-

out n1y wall, for a great way every way, as full with 
flakes 
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flakes or flicks of the ofier like wood, z.-hich I founc 
fo apt to grow, a8 they could well fiand; infomuch 
that I believe I might fet in near twenty thoufand of 
them, leaYing a pretty brge fpace bet\veen them 
and my ,:vall, that I migl:t have room to fee an 
enemy, and they mi6ht have no !helter fro1n the 
young trees, if th~y attcr:1pted to approach rny 
outer wall. 

Thus in t,vo years time I had a thick grove ; and 
in five or fix years time I had a ,vood before n1 y 
d,velling, gro,vn fo n1onfirous thick and fl:rong, 
that it was indeed perfecrly impaffable; and no ma.n. 
of what kind focv~r would {;Yer imagine that there 
was any thing beyond it, 1nuch lefa an habitation : 
as for the way I propofed myfelf to go in and out (far 
I left no a,·enue) it ,vas· by fetting t\Yo ladders; one 
to a part of the rock which ,vas lo,':r, and then broke 
in, and left roon1 to place another ladder upon that ; 
fo when the two ladders were taken down, no man 
Ii Ying could come down to 1ne ,,. ithout mifchiefing 
hin1f elf; and if they had come down, they \Ycre fiill 
on the outfide of 1ny outer wall. 

Thus I took all the meafures human prudence 
could fuggefi for n1y own prefervation ; and it will 
be feen at le;Jgth, that they ,vcre not altogether with
out jufl: rcafon; though I forefaw nothing ~t that 
time more than my mere fear f uggefied. 

YVhile this ,vas <loing, I was not altogether care~ 
Iefs of n1y other affairs; for I had a great concern 
upon me for my little herd of goats ; they were not 
only a prefent fupply to me upon every occa.fion, and 
began to be f ufficient for n1e, without the expence of 
powder and !hot, but alfo abated the fatigue of my 

hunting 
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hunting after the Y, ild ones ; and I was loth to lofe 

the advantage of thcri:1, and to have the1n all to nurfe 

up o,:er aga111. 
'To this purpofe, after long confideration, I could 

hink but of two ways to preferve them; one was 

to find anoth~r conve:1ient place to dig a cave under 

ground, anrl to drive th(;n1 into it every night ; and 

the other was to inclofe two or three little bits of 

bn<l, rernote from one another, and as n1uch con

cealed as I could, where I n1ight keep about half 

a dozen young goats in each place ; fo that if any 

<lifafl.er happe_1ed to the flock in general, 1 might be 

:able to raife them ~ga~n with little trouble and time : 

and this, thc,,_1gh it would require a great deal of 

time and labour, I thought was the moft rational 

defign. 
Accordine;ly I f pent fon1e time, to find out the 

1nofr retired parts of the iiland ; and I pitched upon 

one, which was as private indeed ~s niy heart could 

,vi{h ; for it was a lit~le da1np piece of ground iri the 

n1iddle of the hollow and thick ·woods, where, as is 

.obferved, I almoft loft myfelf once before, endea

vouring to come back that ,,·ay from the eafl~rn part 

()f the iiland : hrre I found a clear piece of land 

near three 2cres, fo furrounde<l with ,voods, that it 

y,ras almo:l an inci.0fure by nature; at leaft it did not 

,vant near fo much lal.:1our to make it fo, as the other 

pieces of ground I had \Vorked fo hard at. 

I immediately went to work with this piece of 

ground, and in lefs than a month's tin1e I had fo 

fenced it round, that my flock or herd, call it which 

you pleafc, which were not fo wild now as at firfl: 

cl1~~y might be f up po fed to be, ,ver~ well enough 
fecured 

, 
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fecuted in it. So without any farther delay, I re .. 
moved ten fhe goats and tvi10 he goats to this piece; 
and when there, I continued to perfect the fence, 
till I had made it as fecure as the other, which, how
ever, I did at more leifure, and it took n1e up more ti1ne by a great deal. 

Ail this labour I was at the expence of, pureI y 
fron1 my apprehenfions on the account of the print 
of a n1an's foot which I had feen; for as yet, I never 
faw any human creature come ne:ir the ifland, and I 
had novv lived t\YO years under thefe uneafineifas, 
which indeed n1ade my life 1nuch Iefs tomfortable 
than it was before; as 1nay well be i1nagined, by any 
who kno,v what it is to live in the conil:ant fnare of 
the fear of man ; and this I m uft o bforve with grief 
too, that the difcompofure of n1y mind had too great 
impreffions alfo upon the religious part of 111y 
thoughts ; for the dread and terror of falling into 
the hands of favages and cannibals lay fo upon n1y 
fpirirs, that I fcldon1 found n1yfelf in a due temper 
for application to n1y IVIaker; at leafc, not with the 
fedate calmnefs and refignation of foul which I was 
wont to do. I rather prayed to Gon as undei- great 
affiic1:ion and preif ure of n1ind, f urrounded with 
danger, ~nd in expectation every night of being 
murdered and devoured before the morning; and I 
n1uft tefiify from my experience, that a temper of 
peace, thankfulncfs, love and affecrion, is much 
more the proper frame for prayer than that of terror 
and dif compofure; and that under the dread of mif. 
chief imp(:!nding, a n1an is no more fit for a comfort
ing perforn1ance of the duty of praying to Gon, than 
he is for repentance en a fick bed ; for thcfe <lif-

co1npofures 



OF ROBINSON CRUSOE~ 

compofures affect the mind as the others do the body; 
and the difcompofure of the n1ind n1ufi neceifarily 
be as great a difability as that of the body, and n1uch 
greater ; praying to Gon being properly an act of 
the mind, not of the body. 

But to go on; after I had thus fecured one part 
of my little living flock, I went about the whole 
iiland, fearching for another private place, to n1ake 
fuch another depofit; ,vhen wandering n1ore to the 
wdt point of the ifland than I had ever done yet, and 
looking out to fea, I thought I faw a boar upon 
the fea at a great difiance ; I had found a 
perfpeEtive glafs or two in one of the feamen's 
chefl:s, which I faved out of our {hip ; but I had it 
not about me, and this was fo remote, that I could 
not tell what to n1ake of it, though I looked at it till 
n1y ey~s were not able to look any longer ; whether 
it \v'as a boat, or not, I do not know; but as I de .. 
fcended fron1 the hill, I could fee no more of it, fo 
I gave it over ; only I refolved to go no n1ore with .. 
out a perfpeai ve glafs in n1y pocket. 

When I was come down the hill, to the end of 
the ifiand, where indeed I had never been before, I 
was prefently convinced, that the feeing the print of 
a n1an's foot, ,vas not fuch a ftrange thing in the 
iiland as I imagined; and, but that it was a fpecial 
Providence that I was cafr upon the fide of the ifland 
where the favagcs never came, I :fhould eafily have 
kno\vn, that nothing \Vas n1ore frequent than for 
the canoes fror11 the main, when they happened to 
be a little tco far out at fea, to fooot over to that fide 
of the ifland for harbour; likewife, .as they often met, 
and fought in their canoes, the viewrs, having taken 
2ny prifoners, would bring the1n over to this {hore, 

where, 

/ 
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where, according to their dreadful cufl:oms, bting"' aH 
cannibals, they would kill and eat them : of which 
hereafter. 

"\Vhen I was come do,vn the hill to the 1hore, a~ I 
faid above, being the S. \V. point of the iiland, I 
was perfeB:Iy con.founded and ~mazed ; nor is it 
pofiible for n1c to exprefa the horror of my mind, at 
feeing the fhore fpreJ.d \;·ith fl~ulls, hands, feet, and 
other bones of human bodies; and particularly I ob
ferved a pbce where there had been '1 fire made, and 
a circle dug in the earth, lil<.e a cock-pit, ,vhere it is 
fuppofcd the favag.e wretches h;id fat down to their 
inhuman feaftings upon the bodies of their fellow
creatures. 

I ,vas fo aflonifheJ with the fight of thefe things,. 
that I entcrtaiI1ecl no notions of any danger to 1nyftlf 
frmn it, for a long ·while; all my apprehenfions 
were buried in tl:e thoughts of fuch a pitch of inhu
man, hellifh brut2.lity, and the hcrror of the degene
racy of human nature ; which, though I had heard 
of often, yet I never had fo near a view of before; 
in ihort, I turned away my face from the horrid fpec4 
tacle ; n1y 1l:on1ach grew fick, and I was jufl at the 
poi!lt of fainting, ·when n:tture difcharged thediforder 
from my flomacl1, an<l, having vomited v. ith an un
comn1on violence, I was a little relieved, but could 
not bear to flay in the place a n1on1ent; fo I got me 
up the hill again with all the fpeed I could, and 
walked on towards n1y o,vn habitation~ 

"\Vhen I came a little out of that part of the ifland,. 
I 11:ood il:ill awhile as a1nazcd; and then recovering 
J;}yfelf~ I looked up with the utmoft affeB:ion of n1y 
foul, and, ,vith a flooJ of tears in n1y eyes, gave 

Goo 
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Gon thanks, that had c:;_fr n1y firfi: lot in a part of the 
world where I was diftingui:fhed fro111 fuch dreadful 
creatures as thefe ; and that though I had efi:eemed 
my prefent condition very n1iferable, had yet given 
n1e fo many con1forts in it, that I had frill n1ore to 
give thanks for than to complain of; and this above 
all, that I had, even in this miferable condition, 
been con1forted with the knowledge of himfelf, and 
the hope of his bleffing, which was a felicity n1cre 
than fufficiently equivalent to all the mifery which I 
had fuffcred, or could fuffer. 

In this fran1e of thankfu]nefa I went horne to my 
caftk:, and began to be n1uch eafier now, as to the fafety 
of my circun1fi:ances, than ever I was before; for I 
obfenred, that thefe \\Tetches never can1e to this 

iCTand in fearch of ,vhat they could get; perhaps not 
fecking, not wanting, or not cxpeO:ing, any thing 
here ; and having often, no doubt, been up in the 
covered woody part of it, without finding any thing 
to their purpof e : I knc,v I had been here now aln1oft 
eighteen years, and never fa"v the leafi: footfreps of a 
hun1an creature there before; and might be here 
eighteen 111ore as entirely concealed as I was now, if 
I did not difcover n1yfelf to them, which I had no 
1nanner of occafion to do, it being n1y only bufinc(~ 
to keep rnyfelf entirely concealed wher~ I ,vas, unlcfa 
I found a better fort of creatures than canibals to 
n1ake mvfelf kncT._,vn to. 

J 

,~ et I entertainr~d fuch an abhorrence of the fa,·agc 
wretches that I haYe been fpe,:king of, and of the 
wrctc11ed inhuman cufl:on~ o!:' their devouring and 
eating one another up, th2.t I continued penfive and 
fa<l, tind kept clofc ,Yithin n1y o,n1. cirdc for alrn.oft 

Y OL. I. p tY,'O 
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two years after this : '"·hen I fay my o,vn circle, r 
mean by it n1y three plantations, \'iz. my caflle, n1y

country-feat, ·which I called n1y bo-\\·cr, a!:c.l my in
clo:nre in the woods ; nor did I look after this for 

ar:y other ufc than as an inclofure for my goats; for 

the averfion which n~tu,·c gave n1e to thefe hellifh 

·wrctche8 v:as f uch, that I was as fearful of feeing 

thcn1 as of foeing the devil hin1f elf; nor did I fo 
rrruch as go to look aftc:r my boat i:i.1 all tl1i3 time, but 

began rather to think of making rn.c another; for I 
could not think of ever making any 1nore attempts 
to Lrin6 the other boat round the ifland to me, left I 

D1ouki 111eet v.rith fome of thofc creatures at fea, in 
v liich, if I had happened to ha-ve fallen into their 

haD<ls, I knew\\ hat ·would haYe been n1y lot .. 

Time, howe \'er, and the fatisfacrion I had, that I 
w::s in no danger of being dif covered by thcfe people,_ 

began to wear off n1y uneafinefs about thcn1; and I 

began to livl! juft in the fame compofed manner as 

before ; only with this difference, that I ufed n1ore 

caution, and kept n1y eyes more about n1e than I 

did before, left I !hould happen to be fcen by any of 

the1n ; and particularly, I was more cautious of fir

ing n1y gun, lefl: any of them on the iiland fhou]d 

happen to hc2r it; and it ·was therefore c1. very good 

providtncc to me, that I had furni111ed n1yfelf with a 

tan1e breed of goats, that I had no need to hunt any 

r.1ore about the woods, er :fhoot at them ; and if I 

did catch any more of them after this, it was by traps 

and fnares, as I h;.i_d done before ; f o that for two 

years after this, I believe I nevt-r fired my gun once off, 
though I never went out without it; and, which was 

more,as I hadfaved thre~piftols out cfthe fhip, I always 
carried 
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carried the111 out with n1e, or at Ieafl t1.vo of them, 
fiicking them in my goat-fkin belt : I likewife fur
bi!hed up one of the great cutla:ffes that I had out of 
the :fhip, and n1ade 1ne a belt to put it in alfo ; fo that 
I was now a moft forn1idable fellow to look at when 
I \vent abroad, if you add to the forn1cr defcription 
of 111} felf, the particular of two piflols, and a great 
broad-fwo:tJ., hanging at 1ny fide in a belt, but with
out a fcabbard. 

'Things going on thus, as I have fai<l, for foine 
time, I foe111cd, excepting thefe cautions, to be re
duced to my forn1er caln1 fedate ·way of living; all 
thefe things tended to fhew me n1ore and more how 
En- my condition was from being miforable, com .. 
pared to fome others ; nay, to many other particu
lars of life, which it might have pleafed Gon to have 
1nade n1y lot. It put n1e upon reflecling, how little 
repining there would be among mankind, at any 
condition of life, if people would rather cmnpare 
their condit:on with thofe that are worfe, in order to 
be thank[ ul, than be always comparing them with 
thofe which are better, to affifl their murmurings 

d 1 •• an c01np1a1n1ngs. 
As in my prefent condition there were not really 

many things which I wanted, fo indeed I thought 
that the frights I had been in about thefe favage 
wretches, and the concern I had been in for my o~rn 
prefervation, had taken c1T the edge of 1ny invention 
for n1y own conveniencies, and I had dropt a good 
defign, which I had once bent 111y tho:.1ghts upon; 
and that ,vas, to try if I could not 1nakc fome 
of rn.y barley into rr1alt, and then try to brew rnyfelf 
fome beer : this w:is really a whimfical thought, and 

P 2 I re. 
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I reproved myfelf often for the fin1plicity of it; for T 
prefently faw there v.rould be the want of feveral 

things neceffary to the n12.king 111y beer, that it would 

be impoffible for me to fupply; as, firfr, caiks to pre ... 

fcrve it i.n, which . ,vas a thing that, as I have ob

ferved already, I could never con1pafs ; no, though 

I fpent not many clays, bllt ,veeks, nay n1onths, i11 

<ltrempting it, but to no purpofe. In the next place, 

I had no h0ps to n1ake it keep, no yeafi: to n1ake it 

work, r,o copper or kettle to n1ake it boil; and yet, 

had not all thefe things intervened, I n1ean the frights 

ar,.d terrors I v.ras in about the favages, I had under. 

taken it, and perhaps brought it to pafs too ; 

for I fold01n gave any thing over without ac

compiifhing it, when I once had it in n1y head 

enough to begin it. 

But my ii1vention now ran quite another i.Yay; fo:r 

·night and day I could think of nothing, but ho,v I 

n1ight defiroy fome of thefe n1onfi:ers in their cruel 

bloody entertainraent, and, if poilible, fa ve the vie« 

tim they iho1:1ld bring hither to defi:roy. It would 

take up a larger volun1e than this whole work is in

tended to be, to fet down all the contrivances I 

hatched, or rather brooded upon in my thoughts, 

for the defiroying thefe creatures, or at Ieafi: frighten

ing the111, fo as to prevent their coming hither any 
n1ore ; but all \Yas abortive; nothing could be pof

fible to ta1'.e effed, unlefs I ,vas to be there to do it 

rayfelf; and v:1Jat could one man do among them, 

\Yhen perhaps there might be t,venty or thirty of 

the111 together, with their darts, or their bows and 

arrows, with ,vhich they could !hoot as true to a 

n1ark as I could ,vith my gun? 
Sometime::: 
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Sometimes I contrived ,to dig an hole under the 

place ,vherethey made their fire, and put in five or fix 

pounds of gunpoYvder, which, when they kindled their 

fire, would confequently take fire, and blow up all 

that v.~as near it; but, as in the firfr place I ihould 

be very loth to ,vaH:e fo 1nuch powder upon them, 

111y £tore being now within the quan.tity of a barrel, 

fo neither couLl I be fure of its going oif at any cer

tain time, when it might furprize them; and, at 

be.fl:, that it would do little n1ore than juft blow the 

'fire ,tbout their ears, and fright them, but not f uffi

cient to 111ake the111 forfake the place ; fo I laid it 

afide, and then propofed, that I would place n1yfelf 

in an1bufh, in fome convenient place, with 111y three 

-guns all double-loaded, and in the n1iddle of their 

bloody ceren1ony let fly at them, when I fhould be fure 

to kill or ,vound perhaps two or three at every ihoot; 

and then falling in upon then1 with n1y three piftols, 

cind my f word, I n1ade no doubt but that, if there 

were t,venty, I fhoulcl kill them all : this fancy pleafed 

1ny thoughts for fo1ne weeks, and I was fo full of it 

that I often dreamt of it ; and fometimes, th2.t I was 

jufl going to let fly at then1 in my fleep. 

l went fo far with it in 111y indignation, that I enla 

ployedmyfelf feveral days to find out proper places to 

put myfelf in 2.1nbufoade, as I faid, to watch for them; 

and I went frequently to the place itfelf, which was 

now grown more fan1iliar to n1e ; and ef pecially 

,vhile n1y n1in<l was thus filled with thoughts of re

venge, and of a bloody putting twenty or thirty of 

then1 to the fworcl, as I may call it; but the horror 

l had at the pla~e, and at the fignals of the barba-
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rous wretches devouring one another, abated 111 ". 

inalice. 
"'f/v ell, 2.t length I found a place i!1 the fide of the 

hiil, where I was fatisfied I m.ight fecurely wait till I 
fin'I' any of the boats c0111ing, and might then, eYen 
before they \ ould be ready to co111e on {hore, convey 
1nvfelf unfeen into thickets of trees, in one of ·which ., 
there ,vas an holiow large enough to conceal 1ne cn° 
tirely; a:id ·where I might fit, and obfe:rve all their 
bloody c~oings, and tz.ke n1y full ai111 at their heads, 
when they were fo clofe together, ;:i.s th.2.t it would 
be next to i111pofEble that I fhould n1ifs my fnoot, or 
that I cot:ld fail wounding three ct four of them at 
the fir.fl £11::iot. 

In this place then I refolved to fix my d~fign; an'l 
ac..:ordingly I p~·epared t ,vo n1ufrets and 111 y ordi
nary [o~.vEn~-piece. The two 1nuf1.'{ets I loaded wi~h a 
brace of :flu~s each, and four or five fmaller bulletJ, 
about th.:: fize of pirrol-buEcts, and the fo·\'ding-piece 
I loacleJ witb ne;,:r an handful of f,van.-fhct, of the 
lar,'~f~it 1· z·~ ; I alfo loaded rny pifcols with about four 
b1.illcts c..ich : and in this pofl:ure, well provided with 
amm~nijon for a fecond and third charge, I prepJ.red 
r ·1yfL lf for 1ny cx_pedition. · 

.Aftc:· I had thns lai<l the fchen1e for m.y ddign, a:nj 
j11 1~1y itn::,gin::1.tion put it in praclice, I continually 
1T!.:' Jc n"'.. / tc• ir e·{ery 1norning up to tl:e top of the hill, 
,vLich "'~~: from my cafl:le, as I caliecl it, about three 
r .i1 -.; or r11~)r~, to fee if I could obferve any bo1ts 
1 1 en t~.e fra, coming near the iiland, or ftanciing 
Ch er tcv. trds :t ; l)llt I began to tire of this hard 
dutv, at·er I h·1J for two or three months confbntly , . 
1-..cpt 1ny v. --itch ; but can1e always bac!~ ,., ithont any 

difcovery, 
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<lifco-very, there havi11g not in all that ti!ne been the 

!eafr appearance, not only on or near the fhorc, l'ut 

not on the ,vhole ocean, fo far as 111y eyes or gla.ffcs 

could reach every ,vay . 
. ..t\s long as I kept up rny daily tour to the hill to 

look out, fo long alfo I kept up the vigour of n1y de

figr,_, and 1ny fpirit::; fcemed to be all the \Vhile in a_ 

fuitable fra1ne for fo outtageous an execution, c:s 

the killing twenty or thirty naked favagcs for an 

off..;nce, which I had not at 2Jl entered into a difcuf

fion of in n1y thoughts., any further than my pai11ons 

wtre at firil fil-cd by th~ horror I conceived ~t the 

u1E1atu1al cuf-0c.1 of the people of that country? ,vho, 

it feems, h,-.11 been fuffercd by Providence, in his 

w:!e difpofition of the \•:orld, to h2.ve no other guide 

than that of t~1cir own aborn.inabl~ and vitiated pcJ.f

iious ; a;1d confequently ,vt-re left, and perhaps h:::.d 

been for fon1e a6es, to ace f uch honi<l things, and 

recei ,:e fuch d ·· .:-J.dful cufion1s, as nothing but natere, 

entirely aband011ed of II~;1ven, and 2.Etuated by ::on1c 

helli:fh d~~eneracy, could have run thern into ; bt:tt 

no\V, ,, hen, ~'.:, I have faid, I· began !:o be weary of 

th~ f:·Gitle[s e:-:curG.on which I had' m~de fo long, and 

fo far., e-i.:e:·) 1:-1cr11:ng in vain ; fo n1y opinion of the 

au.ion itfelc beg;:1.:1 to alter, and I beg;:m, v;ith c9okr 

and calmer thoughts, to co:1fidcr what it \Vas I w2-s 

going to e11gage in ; ,vh::.t :mthority or call I had 

to prder,.d to be judge and executioner upon thefe 

n1cn as criminaL, w horn I leaven had thought fit for 

fo 1nany ages to fuffer, unpunifhed, to go on, and 

to be, as it were, the executioners of his judgments 

upon one another; alfo, how far thefe people were 

ofrcnLlers again1 n1c, 2-nd wh~~t rir;ht I had to en-

P4 gage 
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gage in the quarrel of that blood, ,,., bich they flied 
promifcuot,fly one upon another. I debated this very 
often with rnyfelf thus : :How do I know wha~ Goo 
himfelf jud;;es in this particular cafe ? It is certain 
thefe people do not c0111mit this as a crime; it is not 
againfl: their o\vn confcitnces reproving, or their 
light rcproaci1ing then1. They <lo no~ know 1t to be 
an offence, and then comn1it it in defiance of divine 
j-u:ft:ice, as we do in almofi: all the fins we commit. 
They thin!( it no n1orc a crin1e to kill a captive tak:en 
in war, thun we do to kill an ox; nor to eat human 
:t1efh, than we do to eat 1nutton. 

"'\.Vhen I had confidered tl1:s a little, it followed 
nece.Jarily, th:1t I was certainly in the \'\Tong in it; 
that thefe p2ople Yrcre not rnurderers in the fenfe that 
1 had b2fore cond2mned them in my thoughts, any 
1nore than thofe Chrifl:ians were nn1rderers, ,,;,•ho 
often put to death the prifoners taken in battle, or 
1nore freque::ntly, upon n1any occafions, p Jt whole 
troops of men to the fword, v,ithout giving· quarter, 
though they threw down their anns and fubmitted. 

Ir: the next pl2.ce, it occurred to me, that albeit 
the ufagc they g2.ve one another \v·as thus brutilh 2nd 
inhuman, yet it was really nothing to rne: thef~ l)ec
ple had done n1e no injury: th:it if they 2.ttcmpted 
1ne, or I faw· it neceifary for my immediate preferva
tion to fall upon them, fomething might be faid for 
it ; but that I Weis yet out of their pow(:r, and they 
had really no kno-vvledge of me, and confequently no 
defign upon me; and therefore it could nor be jufl: 
for n1e to fall upon thern : that this would jufiify th<;: 
conducr of the Spaniards, in all their barbarities 
praaifc.d in An1crica, wher~ thty cleftroyed n1illions 

f o_ 
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()f tl~ .,;., rPople ~ul1° l1o•T"r:,V"T t1•,-,~r '\Y.'WC idolaters 
•l..,•ve'-J -,H-V' ,,,._,.__ _H,) .,...L 

~.nd barbarians, and had fevcral bloody and b~rba-
. . , r n r , r. ·r. . I 

rous ntes 111 tne1e cuu.:orn.~, 1UCil as 1acnt1nng 1uman 

bodies to their idols, ,vere ye~, as to the Spaniards, 

very inno ce,1t people ; and that the rooting thel11 out 

of the country :s fpoken of vv'.th the utrnoH.: abhor~ 

rencc and dctcflcation, even by the SjJaniards then1-

fel ,:cs, at this time, and by all oth2t Chriftian nations 

of Europe, as a 1:.1ere butchery, a blooc~y and unnatu

ral piece of cruelty, unjn:E-fi.able either to Gon or 

n1an ; and fuch, as for which the yc,ry nan1e of a 

Spaniard is rccl~oi.1ed to be frightful and terrible to 

:111 people of hun1a~1ity, or of Chriftian compaffion: 

as if the kingdmn of Spain ,vere particularly en1inent 

for the product of a i-ace of men, who were without 

principles of tendernefs, or the con1n1on bowels of 

pity to the n1iforable, which is reckoned to be a n1ark 

of a generous temper in the n1ind. 

Thefe conficlerations really put n1e to a paufe, and 

to a kind of a full flop; and I began by little and 

little to be off of n1y defign, and to conclude 1 had 

taken a wrong n1czJurc in n1y refolutions to attack the 

favages; that it -.v, .. s not 1ny bufincfs to n1eddle with 

them, unlefs they firfl attacked_ 1ne, and tbis it was 

1ny bufincfs, if poilible, to prevent; but that, if I 

,vere difcoverell and attacked, then I knew 1ny duty. 

On the other hand, I argued with n1yfelf, that 

this really was the "vay not to deliver 1nyfclf, but en

tirely to ruin and ddhoy myfelf; for unlefs I was 

fure to kill every one that not only :fhould be on ihorc 

at that ti1ne, but that :fhould ever co1ne on iliore 

afterwards, if but one of thcn1 efcape<l to tell theil· 

country-people ·what had happen';cl, they would 
come 
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come over again by thr:ufa11C.:s to revenge the death 
of their fcliows; anJ ! L~oul<l cn:y bring upon n yfdf 
a cc:·tain d~fh-udicn, \\ hich ~t pr >fcnt I had no 1112.nncr cf occa.':on for. 

·upon the ,y!·wlc, I concluc~ed, that neither in 
principl~s nor in poI:cy, I ou0ht one \vay or ot!-!er to 

r ' r • , • -~ • h b r. r. conc~rn n1y~eu u1 tn13 a.ifair : t at my ui~nc s \\a;,, 
by all poilible n1eans to conceal m 

1 
fdf frmn tLern, 

and not to .leave th~ leafi. i\;nal to them to r;uefs by, 
that there vvere an? I: Ying creatures upon the iJand, I 1nean of human fhape. 

Religion joined in v. ith tI-:is ptudtntfal, and I -.v2.s 
convinced now n1any v:ays that I \\'2S perfeB.ly out 
of n1y duty, vhen I ,v1s hyin3· all n1y bloody fchcmes 
for the deftruB.ion of innoceI!t crcatur-..~·, I rn1:an in
nocent as to 1nc ; as to the crimes they Wt.re guilty of 
towards one anoi:her, I ha<l liot11ir-g· to do with thun ; 
they ·were national pu::iifhments to make a juCT: retri
bution for national c ffonces; ~ad to br:ng 1, ublic 
judgments upon thofc who offe:1d in a public m2.nner, by fuch ways as beft pleafo Gon. 

This appeared fo clear to 111c now, th::.t nothing 
was a r.-reater fatisfadion to me, than that I h,Hl not d 

been fuJ"en~d to ch a thing \Vhich I now fa w fo much 
reafon to bclic,,e would h~t\'e be~n no lefs a fin than 
that of wilful n111::. -.!t~r, if I had com111ittccl it ; and I 
gaye n oft humble th~~:ik.s on my kikcs to Gon, that 
had thus clclfrc1·cd me f:-on1 b!ood-guiltinds ; be
foeching hirn to g~·":nt n1.; the prokB.ion of hi~ l'roYi~ 
dcnce, that I mighr. not fall in~o Ult hands of barba
rhns; or th~t I mi0ht not lay 1ny hands upon tl:cn~, 
unlefs I had a more dear call fro111 IIe;x\'ei.l to do it, in defence of my ov, ii life. 

In 
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In this difpofition I continued for 11e1r a year after 

this : and fo far was I frmn defiring aa occafion for 

fr..lling upon thefc wretches, that in all th2.t time I 

neYer once went up the hili 1 0 fee whether there were 

any of them in fight, o:-c to know whether any ,of 

then1 had been on ihore t.her(;, or not; thz~t I n1ight 

not be teE1pted to rene,7 any of n1y contri-vances 

againft ther:1, or be provoked, by any adYantage 

which 111ight prefent itfelf, to fall upon the1n ; only 

this I did, I went and rc1no,, ed 1ny boat, \vhich I 

had on the other fide of the ifl,1.n<l, and carried it 

down to the e;:H: cr.(t of the \vhole iiland, where I ran 

it into a little co \-e which I found under f0111e high 

rocl-;:s, and v:here I knew, by re2.fon of the curre::1ts, 

the favages duril no~, at leafr ,vould not, c0111e -._,:.,:th 

their boats upon c ny account whatfoever. 

\Vith n1y boat I carried away every thing th2tt I 

had left thc·e 0c~on~:,ing to her, though not neceff::.n-y 

foi· the b2.re going thitht: ; viz. a rnaft and fail, 1.Yhich 

I had 1nade for her, and a thins like an anchor, but 

indeed, wt~C!l could not be c:ilied either anchor or 

gr:ippling; however, it was the befl I could make of 

its kind. J\..11 thefe I re1noved, that there 1night n.ot 

be the leafr fhadow of an v <lifcovery, or any au-
J - ~ 

pearance of any boat, or of any habitation upon the 

. fl 1 l .:inc. 
BefiL es thi.,, I i(ept myfclf, as I faid, 1norc retired 

'han eve:, and. L:ldo1.'. \\'cnt fr01n 1ny cell, other than 

upon 1ny conila·1t en1?loyn1ent, viz. to n1ilk n1y :fhe

goat , and manage my little flock in the wood, ,vhich, 

as it was quite on the other part of the j_fland, ,vas 

qui Le out of dano-er: for certain it is, that thefe faya f'"e 
u l_) 

p,:-r_,pk, who fomc..timcs haunted this ifiancl, never 
came 
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came ,vith any thoughts of finding any thing here, 

and confequently never wandered off frorn the coafi ; 

and I doubt not but they might have been fcveral 

times on fhore, after my apprehenfions of them had 

made me cautious, as well as before; and indeed I 

looked back with fome horror upon the thoughts of 

what n1y condition would have been, if I had chopped 

upon them, and been difrovered before that, i.vhen 

naked and unarmed, except with one gu1l, and that 

loaded often only with fniall fhot. I walked eyery 

where, peeping and peering about the ifland, to fee 

what I could get: what a furprize fhould I have been 

in, if, ,d1cn I difcovercJ the print of a n1an's foot, 

I had inCT:e2..d of that feen fifteen or twenty favages, 

and found then1 purfuing me, and: by the fwiftnefa 

of theit running, no poilibility of 1ny efcaping 

them! 

The thoughts of this fometimes funk n1y very foul 

,vithin me, and di:ftrc!fed my 1nind fo 111uch, that I 
could not foon recover it ; to think what I Ihould 

have done, and how I not only fhould not have been 

able to refi{l then1, but even fhould not have had 
prefence of 1nind enough to do what I might ha,·e 

~lone; n1uch lefs what now, after fo 1nuch confi<lcra

ti?n and preparation, I might be able to do. Indeed, 

after ferious thinking of thefe things, I woul<l be very 

111elancholy, and fon1etimes it would laH: a great 

,vhile ; but I refolved it at laft all into thankfulnefs 

to that ProYidencc which had delivered rne fron1 fo 

many unfeen dangers, and had kept me from thofc 

n1ifchiefs, which I could no way have been the agent 

in defrverinrr n1vfelf from,· becaufe I h:ld not the Ieaft 
0 J • 

not10n 
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notion of any fuch thing depending, or the leafl: fup-

pofition of its being poffible. 
This renewe3. a contemplation, which often h2.d 

come to n1y thoughts in former time, when firfl I be~ 

r,an to fee the merciful difpofitions of Heaven, in the 

dangers we rua through in this life; how wonder

fully we zre delivered when ,ve know nothing of it: 

how, w hu1 we are in a quandary ( as \7e call it), a doubt 

or hefit:ition, whether to go this way, or that way, 
a fecret hint fnall direa us this way, when we in .. 

tended to go anot!-ier ~vay; nay, vvhen fenfe, our 

O\Yl1 inclination, and perhaps bufinefs, has called to 

go the other way, yet a fl:range i:mpreffion upon the 

n1ind, fron1 we know not what f prings, and by we 

know not what power, {hall over-rule us to go this 

way; and it {hall afterwards appear, that had we gone 

that \vay which we would have gone, and even to our 

hnaginatior.. ought to have gone, we fhould have been 

ruined and loft; upon thefe, and n1any like reflec

tions, I afterwards made it a certain rule with n1e, 

(hat whenever I found thofe fecret hints, or preffings 

of n1y 1nind, to doing or not doing any thing that 

prefented, or to going this ,-vay or that way, I never 

failed to obey the fecret dicl:ate ; though I knew no 

other rc,'.fon for it, than that f uch a preifure, or fuch 

an hint, hung upon n1y 1nind: I could gi\'C n1any 

examples of the fuccefs of this conclua in the courfe 

of 111y life ; lnt 1nore efpecially in the btter part of 

my inhabiting this unhappy ifl::tnd ; befi<les 1nany 

occaf10ns which it is very likely I 111ight have taken 

notice of, if I had fcen with the fa111e eves then that 
.I 

1 faw ·with now: But 'tis never too late to be ,Yifc; 

and I cannot but advife c1.ll confidering n1en, whofe 
lives 
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lives are attend~d ,vith fuch extraordinary incidents 
as n1ine, or even though not fo extraordinary, not to
flight fuch fecret intimc:.tions of Providence, let then1 
con:e from. whJ.t invifible intelligence they Y.1ill; that 
I fhall not qifcufs, and perhaps cannot account for; 
1-, •1 l "Ct r 1• ull~ certain y t1lcy are a proor 01 tne convene o 
lj irits, and the fecret cmnmunication between thofe 
Cincodied, and tLofe m-:ernbodie...l; and fuch a proof 
as can never be withftood : of "hich I fnall have oc
cafion to give fon1e ve1y reri.1arkable infiances, in 
the re1nainder of 111) folitary reudence in this difmal pbce. 

I believe the reader of th~s will not think it fhange,. 
if I confefs that thefe cinxieties, - thefo confbnt clan-· 
gers I Ii ved in, and the concern that was now upon 
me, put an end to all iL vention, and to all the con
trivances that I had Ia~d for 1ny future accomn1oda .. 
tions and convenienclcs. I had the care of my fafety 
1nore now upon 111y h2.nds than that of my food. I 
cared not to drive a nail, or chop a flick of wood 
now, for fear the noife I fhould n1ake fhoulJ be 
heard ; n1uch lefs would I fire a gun, for the fame 
reafon; and, abo,;e 2.11, I was Yery uneafy at making 
any fire, left the finoke, y,·hich is vifible at a great 
diilance in the d;:iy, {hould betray n1e; and for this 
reafon I removed that part of my bufinefs, i.vhich 
required fire, fuch as burning of pots and pipes, &c. 
into 111y new apartment in the wood; where, after I 
had been fmne time, I fot~n d, to my unfpea!:abk con~ 
folation, a mere natural cave in the eanh, \d1ich v,ent 
in a vafi way, and where) I dare fay, no favage, had 
he been at the n1outh of it, would be fo hardy c!S to 

• • 
1 l l ' 11· b venture 111, nor 1nc.ce( ,1-ou ... 1 any rnan c ... ~, 'Ut one 

who, 
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who, like 111e, ,vanted nothi.r..g fo n1uch as a 

retreat. 

fafe 

The 111outh of this hollow was at the bottom of a 

great rock, where, by n-:ere accidei~t ll ,vould fay, if 
I did not fee aD. abundant re::i..fon to ~fcribe all fuch 

tbinrrs· now to Providence l~ I \Vas ct:ttin°b· down iome 
0 /-' l 

thic!~ branches of trees to n1ake charcoal ; and before 

I go on, I rnuft cbferve the reafon of my n1aking this 

c1nrcoal, which ,vas thus: 
I was afraid of making a fmoke about n1y habita

tion, as I faid before; aad yet I could not live there 

without baking n1y breaJ, cooking my meat, &c. fo I 

contrived to burn forne wood here, as I had feen done 

in England under turf, till it beca1:ne chark, or dry 

coal ; and then putting the fire out, I preferved the 

coal to carry home, and perform the other fervices, 

which fire was ,vanting for at h0111e, without danger 

or fn1ok.e. 
But this by the bye: wh!le I vvas cutting down fome 

\Vood here, I perceived that behind a very thick 

branch of low brufhwood, or underwood, there was a 

kind of hollow place: I was curious to look into it, and 

getting with diffic:ulty into the mouth of it, I found 

it was pretty large, that is to fay, fuilicient for me to 

fland upright h1 it, and perhaps another wi~h n1e; 

but I rnufl confofs to you, I made n1ore hafl:e out than 

I dicl in; when looking ftirther into the place, which 

was perfculy dark, I faw two broad :fhining eyes of 

fon1e creature~ whether devil or 1nan I knew not, 

which twinkled li1:.e tv:o {bus, the di1n light fron1 

the cave's 1nouth ihining direcrly in, and making 

the refletlio!1. 
Ilowever, 
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I-Io-rve,·cr, after fome pauf~, I recovered 111j1:feff, 
and began to cali n1yfelf a thoufand fools, and tell 
111yfelf, that he that was afraid to fee the devn, was 
not fit to live twenty year.s in an i:fland all alone, and 
that I dm.-H: to believe there was nothing in this Ccffe 
that was 111ore frigl-:tful than n1 yfelf: upon this, 
plucking up 1ny courage, I took up a large firebrand, 
and in I rufhcd ag::i.in, with the {tick flmning in my 
hand: I h~1d not gone three fl:cps in, but I y.;as al-
1110£1: as 1nuch fr;ghtenecl as I was before ; for I 
heard a -very loud iigh, like that of a m::1_11 in fome 
pain ; and it ,vas follo•.--; 0ed by a broken noife, as if of 
words half-exprcifcd, and then a deep figh again : 
I fieppccl back, and was indeed i1ruck with fuch a 
furprizc, thut it put 111e into a ccld fweat ; and if I 
h:1d had a1::. hat on 111y head, I y;·ill not anfr;cr for it 
that 1ny h~~ir rn.ir;In not ha :e iifted it oiI But ftill 
plucking up my ipirits as well as I COllld, and en
couraging myfelf a little, ,,·ith conudcring that the 
pov;·er antl prefe11ce of Gon was evcry-,,·hcrc, and 
was able to protccl nle ; upcn this I ftcpped forward 
again, and by the light of the firebrand, holding it 
up a little over my head, I faw lying on the ground 
a 111ofi: 111onfhous frightful old he-goat, juil: 111aking 
his \vill, :1s we fay, gafping for life, and dying in
deed of a n1erc old age. 

I !Erred hin1 ~ littie to fcs if I coulLl get hirn out, 
and he effayed to get up, but "·as not able to raifo 
himfelf; anJ I thought ,,·ith n1yfclf, he might even 
lie there ; for if h~ had frightened me fo, he ,vould 
certainl)' frii.!ht :inv of the fava~cs, if anv of the111 LJ ./ 0 ,/ 

fhould be fo hardy ~ts to come in there, while he had 
any lifo in him .• 

I was. 



OF ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

I ,vas now recovered fron1 my furprif e, and began 
to look round n1e, when I found the cave ,vas but 
very fmall; that is to fay, it might be about twelve 
feet over, but in no manner of ihape, either round or 
fquare, no hands having ever been employed in 
n1aking it but thofe of mere nature : I obferved alfo, 
that there was a place at the farther fide of it that went 
in farther, but fo low, that it required n1e to creep 
upon my hands and knees to get into it, and whither 
it went, I knew not; fo having no candle, I gave it 
over for fame time, but refolved to come again the 
next day, provided with candles and a tinder-box, 
which I had made of the lock of one of the mufquets, 
with fame wildfire in the pan. 

Accordingly, the next day, I came provided with 
fix large candles of my own n1aking, for I m2.de very 
good candles now of goats tallow ; and going into 
this low place, I was obliged to creep upon all fours, 
as I have faid, almofr ten yards; which, by the way, 
I thought was a venture bold enough, confidering 
that I knew not how far it 1night go, or what \Vas 
beyond it. ,¥hen I was got through the {height, 
I found the roof rofe higher up, I believe near twenty 
feet; but never was fuch a glorious fight feen in the 
iiland, I dare fay, as it was, to look round the fides 
and roof of this vault or cave. The walls reflected 
an hundred thoufand lights to me from n1y two 
candles ; what it was in the rock, whether dian1on<ls, 
~r any other preciot:s !tones, or gold, which I rather 
fuppofed it to be, I kaew not. 

The place I was in was a mofl delightful cavity, 
or grotto, of its kind, as could be expeaed, though 
perfealy dark ; the floor was dry and level, and had 

VoL. I. Q... a fort 
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a fort of fmall loofe gravel upon it; fo that there wa.; 
no naufeous creature to be feen; neither was there 
any da1np or wet on the fides of the roof: the only 
difliculty in it was the entrance, which, hO",.vever, as 
it was a place of fecurity, and fuch a retreat as I 
·wanted, I thought that was a convenience ; fo that I 
was really rejoiced at the difcoverr, and refolved, 
without any delay, to bring fon1e of thofe things 
,vhich I was 1110ft anxious about to this place; par
ticubr ly, I refolved to bring hither n1y n1agaz:ne of 
po~,vder, and all 1ny fpare arms, viz. two fo~vling~ 
picr-=s for I ha::l three in all) and three m1..:.fquets (for 
of thern I had eight in all) ; fo I kept at rr..y caille 
only five, ,Yhich D.:ood ready n1ounted, Eke pieces 
of canaon, on n1y outn1ofl: fence, and \Yere ready 
alfo to take out upon any expedition. 

Upon this occafion of ren1oving n1y am1nuniticn, I 
was obliged to open the barrel of powder which I 
took up out of the fea, and ·which had been wet; and. 
I found, that the water had pe1~etrated about three or 
four inches into the powder on every fide, which, 
cak:ing and growing hard, had preferved the infide 
like a kernel in a fhell ; fo that I had near fixty 
pounds 0f very good pov.rcler in the centre of the 
ca fk, ; and thi;, ,vas an a6rceable difcovery to me at 
that time ; fo I carri€d all away thither, never keeping 
above tYvo or th"ee pounds of po..-..vder with me in my 
cattle, for fear of a furprife of any kind; I alfo carried 
thither all the lead I h,1d left for bullets .. 

I fancied 1nyfelf now like one of the antient giants, 
which were fail to li~.re in caves and holes in the rocks,. 
wh ere 10:1e could con1c at them; for I perfeaded n1y
fdf lrhik I was here, if five hundred favages were to 

hunt 
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hnnt me, they could never find n1e out; or if they 
(1id, t!1cy w,."'uld. :no:: ve11ture to attack n1e here. 

The old (roat~ ,:liich I found cxuirirnr, died in the h , .t ', 

tllouth of the r ~ve the next dcLY after I .tilade this 
difcovery; and I fc)i..tnd it 111urh ~;1fie..- to dig a great 
hole there, au:.i t riro v hi1n in, ~nd cover hi1n v.rith 
earth, than to ct1.., g hi111 out : fo I interred hi1n 
there, to prevent uffcnce to nTy nofe. 

I was now in my t\venty-third year of refidcnce in 
this ifland, and ,vas fo naturalized to the place, and 
to the n1anner of living, that coulci I have but enjoyed 
the certainty that no fa..-2.ges would con1e to the 
place to difturb me, I could have been content to 
have capitulated for fpending the reil of n1y time 
there, even to tpe lail: 1no1nent, till I had iaid 1ne 
clown and died, like the old goat, in the cave: I had 
alfo arrived to fo1nc little diverfions and an1ufernents, 
which n1ade the tin1e pafs more pleafantiy with n1e a 
gre;it deal than it did before; as, firil, I hc1d taught 
n1y Poll, as I noted before, to fpeak ; and he did it io 
fan1iiiarly, and talked fo articulately and pla.in, thac 
it was very pleafant to me~; and he lived with 111:; 110 

lefo than fix-and-twenty years : how long he inight 
live afterwards I knew not ; though I know they 
have a notion in the Brefil.r, that they live an hun
dred years ; perhaps fo:me of my polls m:iy be alive 
there frill, calling ~1.fter Poor Robin Cru.fae to thi 
day ; I ,vifl1 no En;.!Jlhmmz the ill luck, to con1c th ·r~ 
c1nd hear the111 ; but if he did, he ,vou!d certainly 
believe it was the Jevil. l\tI y dog was a very plcafant 
and loving companion to n1c for no lefa than fixteen 
years of n1y tirne, and then died of mere old <.1ge; 
as for n!y cats, they multiplied, as I have ohLrved, 

o'"' 2 tt) 
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to that degree, that I was obliged to fhoot fevered 
of them at fir.fl, to keep them from devouring me, 

and all I had; b-..1t at length, when the two old ones 

I brought with me were gone, and after fon1e time 
continually driving them from n1e, and letting then1 

ha-ve no proviGon with 111e, they all ran wild into 

the woods, except t\YO or three favourites, which I 
kept ta1ne, and whofe young, when they had any, I 
always drov:ned, and thefe were part of my family: 

befides thefe, I always kept two or -three houfehold 

kids about 1ne, which I taught to feed out of my 
hand; and I had alfo 111ore parrots vvhich talked 

pretty well, and ,vould all call Robin Cn!fae, but none 

1:l .... e 111y fidl; nor, indeed, did I take the pains ,vith 

any of then1 that I had done with him : I had alfo 
feveral tan1e fea-fowls, whofe names I know not, 

T~\ hich I caught upon the ihore, and cut their wings ; 

and the little 11:akes, i.vhich I had planted before 111y 

cafi:le w,tll, being now _grown up to a good thick 

gro·;e, thefe fo\vls all li-ved a1nong thefe lo\v trees, 

and bred there, ,vhic11 ,vas very agreeable to n1e; fo 

that, as I faid above, I began to be very well con

tented with the life I led, if it n1ight but have been 

fecured fron1 the dread of favages. 
But it was otherwife direc1ed ; and it rnight not be 

amifs for all people who fhall 111eet with my H:ory to 

1nake this juft obfervation fro1n it, viz. How fre. 

quently, in the courfe of our li-ves, the evil, ,vhich 

in itfelf ,ve feek mo.fl to {hun, and which, ,vhen we 

are fallen into, is the 1110ft dreadful to us, is oftcn

tin1es the very n1eans or door of our deliverance, by 

,vhich alone ,ve can be raifed again fron1 the afl1ic .. 

tion we are fallen into : I could give 1nany exainples 
of 
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of this in the courfe of n1y unaccountable life ; but 

in nothing was it 1nore particularly remarkable, than 

in the circun1il:ances of 1ny lafr years of folitary re~ 

fidenc.: in this iiland. 

It was now the month of December, as I faid above, 

in my twenty~third year; and this being the fouthern 

folfl.ice, for winter I cannot call it, was the particubr 

tia1e of 111y harvefi:, and required n1y being pretty 

n1uch abroad in the fields ; when going out pretty 

early in ,the n1orning, even before it ·was thorough 

day-light, I was furprifed with feeing a light of fon1e 

fire upon the :fhore, at a diftance from n1e of about 

two n1iles, towards the end of the ifland, where I had 

obferved fome favages had been, as before ; but not 

on the other fide; but, to my great affiiB:ion, it was 

on my fide of the iiland. 

I ,vas indeed terribly furprifed at the fight, and 

frapped ihort within my grove, not daring to go out, 

left I might be furprifed ; and yet I had no n1ore peace 

within, from the ~pprehenfions I had, that if thefe 

favages, in rambling over the iiland, ihould find my 

corn fian<ling, or cut, or any of my works and in1-

provements, they would in11nediately conclude that 

there \Vere people in the place, and would then never 

give over till they found n1e out: in this extremity 

I went back direcrly to 111y cafl:le, pulled up the lad

der after n1e, having made all things without look as 

wild and natural as I could. 

Then I prepared n1yfelf within, putting myfelf in a 

pofl:ure of defence ; I loaded all n1y cannon, as I 

called them, that is to fay, my mufquets, which ,vere 

1nounted upon 1ny new fortification, and all n1y pifi:ols, 

and refolveJ. to defend n1yfelf to the laft gafp ; not 

Q.. 3 forgetting 
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forgettii1g ferioufly to rcco~:nn1cnd n1}felf to the divine 
protection, and earncftly to pray to G1n to deliver 
inc out of the hands of the bai"barians ; and in thi:; 
poilure I continued ztbout two hours, bwt b,egah to be 
n1ighty impatient for intcllige1~ce abroad, for I had 
no f1,ies to fend out. 

After fi ting cl while longer, and n1ufing \\· hat I 
fhould do in this caie, I was not able ◄-o bear fitting 
in ign.orance Io 1ger ; fo fettir~g up my ladder to the 
fide cf the hill, ,vliere tI1tre was a flat place, as I 
obferved before, arid then p~lling the ladder up after 
1ne, I fet it up again, c1nd !nounte<l to the top of the 
hill ; and palling out 1ny pcrfpec1:iYe glvfs, ,vhich I 
had t2.ken on p-;.Epofe, I laid 111c dm;vn flat on my 
belly on the grou.::1d, and began to look for the 
place : I prefent:y found th1.-re ,vere no ltJs than 
nine naked favages fitting roun\.l a Enall fire they had 
1nade ; not to v1ann t:1c1,.1, for they had no need of 
that, the ,ve2.ther beinb e::-~tr~me hot ; but, as I fup
pofod, to clrefs fome of their barba:::ous diet of hmnan 
i1cfh which they had brought wlth them, whether 
alive or eicad I could not k110\.r. 

They had t\\ o canoes with the1n, which they had 
haled up upon tl1c Ihore ; and as it was then tide of 
ebb, they fecrned to n1e to ,vait the return of the 
flood to go a•.vay again. It is not eafy to imagine 
what co~1fufion this fight put 1ne into, efpecially feeing 
the111 c01ne on 1ny fide the iiland, and fo near n1e 
too ; but when I obfrrvcd their coming 1nult be al. 
ways with the current of the ebb, I began afterwards 
to he 1norc fcdatc in n1y 1nind, being fatisfied that I 
1night go abroad with fafrty all the ti1nc of tide of 
flood, if they were not on :fhore before; and having 

1na<le 
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n1ade this obfervation, I v·ent abroad about 1ny har

vcfi work with the 1nore compofure. 

, As I expected, fo it proved ; for as foon as the tide 

n1ade to the wefiward, I fav,r thc1n all talre boat, and 

rov, (or paddle, as we call it) all away: I fhould ha-vc 

obferved, th:it for an hour and more before they went 

off, they went to dancing, and I could eafily difcern 

their pofl:ures a:r:d gefrures by my glaffes : I could 

only perceive, by my niceft obfervation, th~t they 

were ftark naked, and had not the leaft cove1 ing 

upon then1; but whether they were 1nen or won1en, 

that I could not diftinguifh . 

.t\..s foon as I faw then1 ihipped and gone, I took two 

guns upon 1ny ilioul<lers, and two piflols at n1y girdle, 

and 111y great fword by my fide, without a fcabbard; 

and with all the fpeed I was able to make, I ,,.,ent 

away to the hi~l, where I had difcovered the fi rfl ap

pearance of all. .P:..s foon as I goc thither, which was 

not lefs than two hours ( for I could not go apace, be

ing fo loaded with arms as I \Vas), I perceived there had 

bt:cn three canoes n1ore of favages on that place; and 

looking out further, I faw they were ail at fea to

gethe;, making over for the main. 

T'his Wc:tS a dreadful fight to n1e, efpecially, when 

6oing do\vn to the fuorc, I could fee the marks of 

horror which the difmal work they had been about 

had left behind it, Yiz. the blood, the bones, and 

p:-..rt of the fle{h of hum~n bodies, eaten and devoured 

by thofe wretches with 1nerriment and fport. I 

was fo filled with indignation at the fight, that I be• 

gan ·now to premeditate the defl:ruaion of the next 

that I faw there, let the1n be who or how 111any foever. 

Q,_4 It 
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It feemed evident to n1e, thJ.t the Yifits which they 
thus made to this iiland \Vere not very frequent; 
for it ,vas above fifteen months befor~ any more of 
them came on {Lore there again; that is to fay, I 
never fa,v them, or any footfieps er fignals of them, 
in all that tirne ; for as to the rainy fcafons, then they 
are fure not to come abroad, at.lc.:afr not fo far; yet 
all this while I lived uncomfortably, by reafon of the 
conflant apprehenfions I \"Vas in of their coming upon 
1ne by f urprife; fron1 whence I obferve, that the 
expectation of evil is more bitter than the fuffering, 
efpeciaily if there is no roo111 to {hake off that expec• 
t2.tion or thofe apprehenfions. 

During all this time, I \';-as in the murdering hu
n1our ; a:r:d took up 1110ft of n1y hours, which fhould 
have been better employed, in contriving how to 
circumvent and fall upon them the very next time I 
ihould fee then1 ; e1j)ccia11y if they fhould be di
Yided, as they we1 e the lafl: time, into t\YO p2,rties ; 
nor did I confiJer at all, that if I k~llcd one part}, 
fuppofe ten or a dozen, I \VlS frill the next clay, or 
11:eek, or n1onth, to kill another, ancl fo another, 
even ad ir!finitum, till I ihould be at length no lefs 
a murderer than they \Vere in. being men-c:iters, and 
perhaps much more lo. 

I fpent my days now in great perplexity and 
anxiety of n1ind, expecl:ing that I ihould one day or 
other fall into the hz~ncls of thofe n1ercilefs cre~itures; 
if I did at any time venture abroad, it was not with. 
out looking round n1e ,;;ith the greateft care and 
caurion imaginable ; and now I found, to my great 
comfort, how happy it w2.s that I had provided a tame 

flocl~ 
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flock or herd of goats ; for I d urft not, upon any 

account, fire my gun, efpecially near that fide of the 

ifland where they uf ually came, left I ihould alann 

the favages ; and if they had fled from me now, I ,,,as 

fure to have then1 come back again, with perhaps two 

or three hundred canoes with then1 in a few days, and 
then I knew ,vhat to expect. 

Ho .. vcvcr, I wore out a year and three months 

n1ore before I ever faw any n1ore of the favages, and 

then I found ther.1 again, as I ihall foon obferve. It 

is true, they might have been there once or twice, 

but either they me.de no flay, or, at leafl:, I did not 

hear then1; but in the n1onth of May, as near as I 

could calculate, and in n1y four and twentieth year, 

I h3.<l a yery fl:range encounter with them, of which 

in its place. 
The perturbation of rny mind, during this fifteen 

or fix!een n1onths interval, ,va0 very great ; I ilept 

tE1qEiet, dl·can1ed alway;; frightful clrean1s, and often 

ilarted out of my ileep in the night ; in the day great 

troubles overwhelmed n1y mind ; in the night I 
drean1ed often of killing the favages, and the reafons 

why I might jufi:ify the doing of it: but to wave all 

this for a while, it wa0 in the n1iddle of May, on the 

fixteenth day, _I thir.i.k, as well as my poor wooden 

calendar would reckon, for I marked all upon the 

pofl: fl:ill ; I fay, it \Vas on the fixteenth of May, that 

it blew a great ftonn of wind all day, with a great 

deal of lightning and thunder, and a very foul night 

was after it: I know not what was the particular 

occafion of it; but as I was reading in the bible, and 

taken up vvith ferious thoughts about rr1y prefent con-

dition, 
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dition, I "·as furprifcd with the noife of a gun, as I 
thought, fired at fca. 

This was, to be fur1;, a furprife of a quite different 
nature fron1 any I had met with before; for the no .. 
tions this put into n1y thoughts w·ere quite of another 
kind : I fb.rted up in the greatefr hafl:e imaginable ; 
and in a trice clapped up n1y Iadder to the rniddle 
place of the rock, and pulled it after me, and mount
ing it the fecond tin1e, got to the top of the hill; that 
very mon1ent a fla{h of fir~ bade 1ne lifien for a fecond 
gun, ,vhich accordingly in about half a n1on1ent I 
heard, and by the found knew that it was from that 
part of the fea where I v.ras driven out \Vith the cur
rent in n1y boat. 

I i1nn1ediatcly confidere<l that this n1u11 be fame 
lhip in difl:refs, and that they had fome comrade, or 
frnne other :fhip in compan7, and fired thefe guns for 
fignals of difhefs, and to obtain help: I had this 
prefence of mind ai.. that 111inute as to think, that 
though I could not help then1, it may be they might 
help 1ne ; fo I brought together all the dry wood I 
could get at hand, anLl making a good handfome 
pile, I fet it on fire upon the hill ; the wood ,-;·as 
drr, and blazed freely, and though the ,vind blew 
very hard, yet ~l bu~nt fairly out, fo that I-was cer
tain, if there Y.'as any fuch thing as a fhip, they 111ufi: 
need fee it, and no doubt they did ; for as foon a.~ 
ever my fire blazed up, I heard another gun, and 
after th;t feveral others, all from the fa1ne quarter• 
I plied my fire all night long, till day broke; and 
when it was broad clay, ar..d the air cleared up, I fa w 
fon1cthing at a great diil:ance at fca, full eaft of the 

ifland, 
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iiland, whether a fail, or an hull, I could not difl:in

r--uifh, no not with n1v glailes, the diftance was fo 
0 , c, 

great, and the v:eath~r f1:ili fomething hazy alfo ; at 

l 
fl_• ,. ,. 

eau 1t ,:vas 1u out at :tea. 

I looked .frequently at it all that day, and foon per

ceived that it did not move; fo I prefently concluded 

that it ·was a iliip at anchor; and being eager, you 

n1a1, be fure, to be fatisfied, I took n1y gun in n1y 

hand, and ran towards the fouth-eafi: fide of the 

ifiand, to the rocks, v/l-1ere I had been for:merly carried 

~,vay with the c.urent ; and getting up the1e, the 

weather by this ti1ne being pei-feB:ly clear, I could 

pbirdy fee, to 111y great iorro\v, the ,vTeck of a fuip 

caft aYv.ay in the eight upon thofe concealed rocks 

,\·hich I found when I was out in n1y boc:.t ; and which 

rod ... s, as they checked the violence of the fl:ream, 

and made a kind of counter-frre2..m, or eddy, ,,0ere 

rhc occafion of n1 y recon~ring then fron1 the n1oft 

defperate hopelefs condition that ever I had been in 

;Jl my life. 

Thus, "\"vhat is one man's fafety is another man's 
deihuftion; for it fee:ns thefe men, whoever they 

,·vei·e, being out of their knovv ledge, and the rocks 

being wholiy under ,vater, hacl been driven upon 

then1 in the night, the ,,ind blov, ing hard at E. and 

E. :N. E. Had they ftcr: the ifland, as I n1uft necef

farily fuppofe they did not, they n1ufl:, as I thought, 

have endeavoured to have faved th emf elves on fucre 

by the help of their boat; but the firing of their 

guns for help, efpecially when they faw, as I ima

gined, my fire, filled me \Vith 1nany th01.1 ghts: firfi:, 

I im:igincJ, that, 1..pon feeing n1y light, they n1ight 

haYe put themfelves into their boat, and have en-

deavoured 
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<lea voured to n1al:e the fl:ore ; but that Lhe fea going 
very high, they might have been caft a·..-ray; other 
tin1es I imagined, that they n1ight have loft their 
boat before, as n1ight be the cafe n:any w·ays; as 

• 1 1 b 1, ,. f hr 1. part1cu1ar y, y tne oreainng o t e 1ea Epo11 tLlCir 
fuip, which many tin1es oblig::s n1en to fia-ve, or take 
in pieces their boat; and fometimcs to throw it over
board with their o~vn hands : other times I imagined, 
they had fo1ne othir {hip or fltips in company, who, 
upon the fignals of difrre!s they had made, hc1.d taken 
them up, and carried the111 off: other whiles I fan
cied they ,vere all gone off to fea in their bo:lt, and 
being hurried a,vay by the current that I had been 
forn1erly in, were carried out into the great ocean, 
where there ,vas 'nothing but n1ifery and periD1ing; 
and that perhaps th~y n1ight by this time think of 
fl:ar-ring, and of being ii1 a co1!dition to eat one 
another . 

.iis all thcfe ,verc but conjcd:ures at befi:, fo, in 
the condition I was in, I could do no n1ore than look 
upon the mifery of the poor men, and pity them ; 
,vhich had fl:ill this good effeEt on 1ny fide, that it 
gave n1e rn.ore and 1nore caufo to give thanks to Gon, 
who had fo happily and comfortably provided for n:e 
in n1y defolate condition; a~1J ~hat of two i11ips con1-
panies, who were now c ft away upon this patt of the 
world, not one life fhoulcl be fpared but mine. I 
learnt here again to obferve, that it is very rare that 
the providence of G on cafis us into any condition of 
life fo lo\v, or any mifery fo gre~~t, but we may foe 
fomething or other to be thankful for, and 1nay fee 
others in worfe circmnfianccs than our own. 

Such 
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Such certainly was the c2.fe of there men, of 

·,;vhor:1 I cot.Id not fo n1uch ~s fee room to fuppofe any 

of the1n were faved; nothing could make it rational, 

fo n1uch as to wifu or expect that they di<l not 2.ll 

pGi{h there, except the poffibility only of their being 

taken up by another :fhip in company : and this was 

but 1nere poHibility in.deed; for I faw not the liaft 

fignal or appearance pf any fuch thing. 
I c:1.nnot explain, by any pofiible energy of vvords, 

what a fh·anrre longino-, or hankerinbr:r of <lefire, I felt 
0 '-' '--· 

in n1y foul upon this fight ; breaking out f<..,n1etimes 

thus: 0 that there had been but one or two, nay, 

but one foul favcd out of the {hip, to have efcaped 

to n1e, that I n1ight but have had one companion, 

one fellow-creature to have fpoken to n1e, and to 

have converfed with! In all the ti111e of n1y folitary 

life, I never felt fo earnefi:, fo {hong a defire after 

the focicty of my fellow-creatures, or fo deep a re-• 

gret at the ,vant of it. 

There are fon1c fecret n1oving f prings in the affec-
' 

tions, which, when they are fet a going by fon1e 

objedin view, or be it fome objec'c though not in vic,Y, 

yet rendered prefent to the 1nind by the povver of 

i1nagination, that 1.1otion carries out the foul by its 

in1petuo:Gty to fuch violent eager embracings of the 

object, th2t.t the abfence of it is infupportable. 

Such were thefe earnefl wifhings, That but one 

n1an had been favcd ! 0 that it had been but one! l 

believe I repeated the \Vore.ls, 0 that it had been but 

one! a thoufand tin1es ; and 1ny dcfires ~,vere fo moved 

by it, that when I fpoke the words, 111y hands wo~1ld 

clinch together, and my fingers prefs the palms of 1ny 

hands, that if I had had any fo:t thing in my hand, 
it 
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' it ·would h,1ve crufl1ed it invo1n:rLta;:i1v; anrl mv t~·etil 
J ' in my head ·would {hike togct:ler, and fot c.gainft on~ 

another fo £hong, thv.t for fom.e ti1ne I coula nut 1,art then1 agai!1. 

Let the naturali11s explain thefe things, ancl the 
reafon and 1:r.anl1er of then1 : all I can fa.y oE then1 
is, to defcribe the fad, Yrhich ,vas ever furprifing to 
1ne when I found it, though I kne\v not fr01n ..-;hat 
it :lhoukl proceed; it \\'as doubtlefs the effecr of ar
dent wiH1es, aad of firor-g ide~c.s furn1ed in n1y mind, 
realizing d1e comfort which the converfation of o:ie 
of n1y fello'.\--chrifii2.ns woulJ have been to 1ne. 

But it was not to be ; either their fate, or mine, 
or both, forbacl it ; for till the laLl: year of my being 
on this ifland, I never l:new whether any were faved 
out of that ihip, or no ; aa<l had only the affli '·cion 
fome days after to foe t~1e corpfe of ~- drowned boy 
c01ne on fhore, at the end of the ifland ,vhid1 was 
next the fhipiNrecI~: he h;_1.d on no clothes but a 
feaman's "\\·aifl:co~t, a pair of open-kneed Iiilen 
drawers, and a blue linen lliirt; but nothing to direcr 
n1e fo 1nuch as to gucfa \'\'hat nation he ·was of: he , d h. . h. 1 b . r • , na not 1ng 1n 1s pnc!-;:ct ut two p1ece" or e1gnt, and a tobacco-pipe; the laft ,vas to n1e of ten times n1ore value than the firft. 

It ,vas now calm, and I had a great mind to ven
ture cut in n1y boat to this wreck, not doubting but I 
1night find fomething on board that n1ight be ufcful 
to 111c; but th2-t did 11ct alt0g.~ther prcfs me fo 1nuch, 
as th~ pofiibility that there n1ight be yet fomc living 
cre:1t:1rc on board, wh )le life I n1ight not only favc, 
but n1ight, by faving that lifo, comfort 1ny own to 
the lafl: degree : and this thought clung fo to n1y 

hc~rt, 
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hea1 t, that I could not be quiet night nor day, but I 

n1uft venture out in my boat on board this wreck ; 

and comn1itting the reft to Gon's providence, I 

thought the impreilion w2.s fo ftrong upon n1y 1nind, 

that it could not be refifl:ed, that it n1ufr co1ne fron1 

forne invifible direction, and that I {houl<l be want

ing to myfelf if I did not go. 
Under the pow et of this impreffion, I haftened 

back to n1y cafl:le, prepared every thing for my 

voyage, took a quantity of bread, a great pot for 

fre:lli water, a compafs to freer by, a bottle of rum 

(for I had frill a great deal of that left), a baiket full 

of raifins: and thus loading myfelf with every thing 

neceffary, I went down to my boat, got the water 

out of her, and got her afloat, loadecl all 1ny cargo 

in her, and then w~nt hon1e aga~n for n1ore: my 

fecond cargo was a great bag fnll of rice, the um

brella to fet up over n1y head for iliade, another 

large pot full of freil1 water, and about two dozen of 

my fmall loavcs, or barley-cakes, 1nore than before, 

with a bottle of goats 111ilk, and a cheefe ; al! which, 

with great labour and fwcat, I brought to n1y boat; 

and praying to Gon to direEt 1ny voyage, I put out, 

and rowing or paddling the canoe along the: iliore, I 

came at laft to the utn1ofi: point of the iiland, on that 

fide, viz. N. E. And now I was to launch out 

into the ocean, and either to venture, or not to YCll"' 

turc ; I looked on the rapid currents which ran con

fiantly on both fid~s of the iilc'.nJ, ~t a difl:ance, and 

which were very terrible to n1e, fr01n the ren:e111-

brance of the hazard I 11ad been in before, and my 

heart began to fail inc ; for I forefaw, that if I was 

clrjven into either of thofe currents, I iliould be car
ried 
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ricd a vaft: ,YJ.y out to fea, and perhaps out of rny 
reach, or fight of the iDand again; 3.ild that then, as 
1ny boat ,vas but fmall, if any little gale of ,vind 
ihould rife, I fhould be inevitably loft. 

Thefe thoughts fo oppreifed 111y mind, that I began 
to gi\'e over n1y enterprife, and having haled my boat 
into a little creek 011 the {hore, I ilepr,ed out, and fat 
111e down upon a little fpot of rifing ground, very 
penfiye and anxious, between fear and defire, about 
my voyci.ge; ,vhcn, as I ,vas 111v:Gng, I could perceiYe 
that the tide was turned, and the Hood came on, 
upon which 111y going ,Yas for fo n1a11y hours imprac
ticable : upon this it prefently occurred to n1e, that 
I fhould go up to the highdl piece of grouad I could 
find, and obferve, if I could:, how the fets of the tid~ 
or currents lay, when the flood came in, that I might 
judge v:he::hei·, if I was dri-;~en one way out, I might 
not expect to be d1iven another ,vay home, with the 
fame rc1.pidnefs of the currents : this thought was no 
fooner in n1y head, but I caft n1y eye upon a little 
hill which fufiiciently 0 1:erlooked the fea both \V:.l) s, 
and fron1 whence I had a clear view of the currents, 
or fets of the tide, and ,vhich ,vay I ,vas to guide 
111yfelf in my retu:·n : here I fomhl, that as the cur
rent of the ebb fet out clofe by the fouth point of the 
iflan<l, f o the current of the flood fet in clofe by the 
ihore of the north-fide; and that I had nothing to do 
but to keep to the north of the ifland in 1ny return, 
and I fhoulcl do well enouJh. 

Encourao-ed with this obfcn·::ition, I rcfolved the l) 

nc:rt n1orninF to fet out with the firi't.: of the tide; and l, 

rcpofing myfclf for that ni ~ht in the ca1,oe, under 
the great watch-c0at I 1nentioned, I launched out ; 

I made 
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