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ADVERTISEMEN'r. 

THE design of the Editor in this 

free and abridged translation of 

Fanfan el Lolotte was, t0 form a work 

expressly for the perusal of youth. 

The native feelings of the heart 

uncontan1inated by vice, the docility 

and industry of two children aban­

doned to the1nselves at an early age, 

the lessons of a ·watchful and enlight .. 

ened preceptor, appeared to her sub­

jects proper to interest the affections 

and excite the emulation of youth ; 

but, as many characters and scenes 

woven into the original could afford 

neither pleasure nor advantage to a 

young reader, in order to suppress 
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them, and at the same time to pre­
serve the interest of the narrative, she 
was obliged to make considerable al­
terations, the necessity of which must 
be obvious to every reader acquainted 
with the French work. She has en­
deavoured to preserve the interest 
and to imitate the simplicity of the 
original; if she has failed in these 
points, she has the satisfaction to re­
flect, that the work, in its present 
state, may with safety be submitted 
to the perusal of Juvenile Readers. 
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AMBROSE AND ELEANOR . 

• 
A CLEAR sky and prosperous gales an­
nounced a happy voyage to the vessel in 
which Colonel Carlton had embarked for 
England: it was returning from Jamaica, 
leaving on the left the Isle of Cuba, and on 
the right the superb forests of the ancient 
Hayti.* The pilot steered toward the 
Bermuda Isles; and the Colonel in a few 
weeks hoped to embrace a wife and child, 
endeared to him by an absence of twelve 
months; but these delightful prospects soon 
vanished ; the rolling of the vessel increased, 
a tremendous water-spout approached, and 
threatened instant destruction. This, by 
the advice of the pilot, was broken by a 

• St. Domi11go: so called before the invasion of the 
Spaniards. Since the year 1791, when an insurrec­
tion of the negroes took place, the island has been 
under the government of Bl2rk Chief.<;, who have re. 
stored the ancient name. 
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discharge of cannon, and all that remained 

to be done was to lower the sails, shut the 

hatches, and abandon the vessel to the 

mercy of the wave~. The heavens were 

soon filled with flashes of lightning; thick 

darkness succeeded day; the thunder rolled, 

and the vessel, the sport of all the various 

revolutions of the boisterous waves, pre­

sented only to the unfortunate passengers 

shipwreck or death: this soon followed; for 
the point of a rock forcing an entrance into 

the vesse], .in a few minutes precipitated it 

into the bosom of the vast ocean. In this mo­
ment of danger, the Colonel, ever calm and 

collected, seized a plank, upon which he 

committed himself to the waves; his exam­

ple was soon followed by a few others, and by 

his faithful domestic Peter. 

Having long floated at random and con­

tended with the fury of the waves, the Colo­

nel found himself near land; but such was 

the violence of the sea, that at the moment 

his hopes of reaching land were the strongest, 

he was frequently carried by an overwhelm­

ing wave to the greatest distance: at length, 

~Her various efforts, he gamed a coast co-
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AMBROSE AND ELEANOR. 3 

vered with rocks, over which he with diffi­
culty climbed to an extensive plain, where 
he sunk down wholly deprived of sensation. 
In this state he remained nearly two hours, 
when his senses by degrees returning, he 
discovered, on their knees, half nakec1, at his 
side, two children, who, by their innocent 
gestures, expressed the most lively interest 
in his situation. One of them perceiving 
that he breathed, exclaimed in a jargon he 
could just distinguish to be English, He is 
not dead, sister, he is come to take us home 
-are you not, father ? 

His :first questions were, Where am I? 
What country do you inhabit ? Finding 
that he was not clearly understood, he looked 
round for some person to whom he might 
address himself, and not seeing any one, 
attempted to rise ; but exhausted with fa. 
tigue, he sunk down, uttering involuntary 
sighs and groans, forced from him by the 
weakness of his condition. 

He is hungry, brother, said one of the 
children, I will go and fetch him some food; 
and immediately she fled across the plain. 

Whom do you belong to ? said the Co-



4 AMBROSE A~D ELEANOR. 

lonel, recovering himself, where are your 
friends? have you no father? no mother? 

Are you not our father? asked the boy. 
I ! my child, said the Colonel, I do not 

know you. 
Will you not then love us? said the 

child. 
Certainly; but are you alone? 
0 yes, returned he, we are all alone ; no 

one but Eleanor and Ambrose; we see only 
the great beasts, and they frighten us very 
much. 

And who brought you into this country, 
Ambrose? said the Colonel. 

A great house, replied the child, that went 
upon the water. 

And have you never seen one like it touch 
here? 

0 never, said the child; there arc only 
great men, all black, that come sometimes 
in little boats~; when we see them we hide 
ourselves, for fear they should eat us. 

I am then lost without resource, said the 
Colonel, with a sigh ; I must end my days 
here, far from my wife, my friends, my 
country! 
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You will stay with us, will you not ? said 
the boy. 

Alas, my child ! I have no choice. 
Oh ! returned he, we will love and caress 

you, as we used to do Derlcy. 
Derley ! ,vho was he ? 
Our good friend, answered the child; but 

he is- dead ; we have wept a great deal for 
him. As he said this, his sister returned 
with some tortoise and humming-bird,s eggs; 
she brought also some dates, and a large 
shell filled with a liquid, which to the taste 
seemed that which fl.owl:! from the palm- tree. 
This simple repast proved very salutary to 
the Colonel ; his strength returned, he 
thanked his little hosts for their solicitude, 
and reflecting anew upon his adventure, was 
astonished to conceive it possible that two 
children, so young and so delicate, should 
provide for all their wants at an age when 
others scarcely know how to walk or think: 
he wished to discover by what means this 
miracle had been effected, but they expressed 
their ideas very imperfectly; he could only. 
guess at their little jargon, and judge fr011!. 
it that they were English. He resolved, 

B 3 



6 AMBROSE AND ELEANOR. 

nevertheless, while he waited for the retun1 
of day, to interrogate them, that he might 
from their answers form some conjectures 
upon their condition, and the cause of their 
being deserted at so early an age. How old 
are you ? said he. We do not understand 
you, replied Ambrose: but when he re­
peated, I ask how many times you have 
seen the cold and hot seasons? Eleanor said, 
vVe cannot tell; but since the time our goocl 
friend died, we have at every sun made a 

mark with a stone on that great tree you 
see there. 

The Colonel admired thq ingenious ex­
pedient the children had employed, and 
going toward the tree~ by the light of the 
moon, added all the marks and counted 1,5£8, 
which made four years two months and eight 
days since they had lost Derley. But, said 
he, did he die as soon as you came here? 

0 yes, replied the children, his blood 
flowed like the spring at which we drink. 

Ile was wounded then, said the Colonel. 
Very much, they replied. 
"\Yho brought you hither m the wooden 

house? said the Colonel. 
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AMBROSE AND ELEANOR. 7 

l\Iamma, with a great many men; one of 
them was a very bad man; he beat Derley, and 
,cut him with a knife, and then put him with 
us into a little boat that brought us hither. 

And do you, said the Colonel, recollect 
where you lived before you went into this 
ship? (for the wooden house you speak of is 
called a ship.) 

Yes, in a great house, where there were 
many fine things; then we used to see our 
dear father sometimes, and he used to kiss 
and love us. 

And was your father in the ship ? said the 
Colonel. 

No; before we went into it, he and 
mamma cried very much; and then we saw 
him no more. 

In what place, said the Colonel, was the 
great house in which you lived? 

In a place where there were a great many 
others, replied Ambrose. Do you remem­
ber, sister, that a woman used to carry us 
often into a fine garden, where there was a 
great river, and roads of trees, where fine 
women and men used to walk w bile we played 
uron the grass with little girls and boys? 
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Yes, said Eleanor, I remember it very 
well. 

From these answers the Colonel could 
draw little information; all he conjectured 
was, that his little hosts were the victims of 
some sort of treachery, and that Derley was 
their friend; and he thought it possible that 
the fine garden which they spoke of might 
be St. J ames's Park ; but all this was not 
sufficiently clear : he hoped that time, by 
strengthening their reason, would afford him 
a more satisfactory explanation. 

No sooner had the morning sun inflamed 
the horizon than he arose, and taking the 
young pupils of Nature, who were hence­
forth to be his own, by the hand, set out to 
take a view of the land which Providence 
had destined,· for some time at least, to be 
his abode. He discovered that it was an 
island, surrounded by steep rocks, aml acces­
sible only on one side to vessels; it was not 
very extensive, but was covered with moun­
tains, woods, little hills, and cool and fra­
grant valleys; here, an embowering forest 
invited the traveller to taste, in its awful 
inclosure, the sweets of solitude : there, a 



V 
I 

i! 

t 

" 

w 

AMBROSE AND ELEANOR. 9 

mountain slowly rising, covered with fern, 
discovered from its top an extensive ocean, 
strewed with an infinity of little islands, 
which appeared only like the points of so 
many rocks. Farther on a spring of water 
escaped, trembling from the hollow of a cave, 
and ran meandering over beds of reeds, to 
water a smiling plain enamelled with all the 
various beauties of vegetation. A thousand 
succulent vegetables and blooming flowers, 
a thousand fruits and odoriferous trees, 
contended for the shade and lawn; the cocoa, 
the cassia, the palm, and the banana tree, the 
leaves of which were, according to the In­
dians, the vestments of our first parents; 
the fig, the white cotton tree; in a word, all 
the most curious and useful productions of 
America. No traces of men were, however, 
visible, but those of different animals, such 
as otters, stags, goats, and the anta, an 
animal which resembles the elephant, though 
much smaller, and which is common to Peru. 
Among the birds was the noddy, a little in­
offensive bird, which has the habit of cling­
ing to the masts of vessels ; the cdolio, so 
talled from its repeating in a low mcluncho1y 
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tone, edolio; and the foken, a bird of an 
exquisite flavour. 

17\T ell, said Ambrose, having led the Co­
lonel over the island, do you find all this so 
frightful; Eleanor and I sleep when it is 
no longer light, and when the sun shines 
we run into the woods to seek food. "\Ve 
throw stones at the high trees, and the 
fruits fall and we eat them. 

But you had not always strength to do so, 
said the Colonel. 

No, replied Eleanor, it is only since the 
dry weather that Ambrose thought of it. 
0 me ! before, we were not tall enough, and 
we only ate the fruits that the trees let fall, 
or some eggs that the great fish brought to 
the side of the water: but we are · near our 
cabin; come in, father, you shall see it; take 
care you do not hurt your head. It was a 
kind of subterraneous cave, at which they 
arrived through a deep valley overgrown 
with palm-trees. The Colonel readily en­
tered, but was instantly alarmed by a fcetid 
smell that nearly stifled him : he advanced 
to discover the cause, and what ,ras his 
horror and astoni.;}uncnt, when, at the for~ 
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AMBROSE AND ELEANOR. 11 

ther part of the cave, he saw a disfigured 
corpse! It was partly dry, and partly putrid, 
and was covered with different aromatic 
leaves. Do not be frightened! said Eleanor, 
observing the impression it made upon the 
Colonel, it is he. 

He ! my child, who ? 
Poor Derley, she replied, who fell dead 

in this corner. 
And have you, my children, said the 

Colonel, inhabited a cavern where--
Oh, we never left it, interrupted Eleanor, 

that we might be always with him. Yes, 
said Ambrose, we look at him every sun, 
and cover him with fresh leaves. 

Good creatures ! exclaimed the Colonel ; 
but, my little friends, he can no longer hear 
you. 

Oh! we know very well, said Ambrose, 
that he cannot hear us ; for if he could, he 
would speak to us, but we would not ,part 
with him for all that. 

:But, my dear children, said the Colonel, 
you expose yourselves to the danger of be­
coming sick, and dying likewise. 

Ah ! said Ambrose, having remaine~· 
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thoughtful a moment, once as we were~ 
looking at Derley, Eleanor's face turneci 
quite white, and she fell upon the ground• 
I thought she was going to die; for I 
called, and she did not answer me; Eleanor, 
I said, my dear Eleanor, will you leave 
Ambrose all alone? but she did not speak. 
Then I turned to the sun, and begged he 
would give me back Eleanor, or burn me 
with his fire. He heard me, for she got up 
and walked. 

Not the sun, my child, said the Colonel, 
but God heard you. 

God ! \Vho is God ? 
That Great Being, my child said the 

Colonel, who has placed you upon the 
earth; who watches over you, who has mi­
raculously preserved your life ; but I shall 
explain this hereafter; at present we must 
think of taking hence this inanimate corpse. 

Oh, no ! exclaimed the children at the 
same instant. 

Suffer me to remove it, said the Co­
lonel. 

Pray, pray, said Eleanor, holding her 
little hands toward him, do not take it 
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~MBROSE AND ELEANOK, 15 

away : we shall die if we clo not see poor 
Derley. 

By argument and entreaty the Colonel, 
however, at length prevailed; he drew from 
them a reluctant consent, and drawing the 

corpse of the unfortunate Derley from the 

cavern, began to examine it, hoping to form 

from it some conclusions relative to the fate 
of the two little strangers. Disfigured as it 
was, it appeared to be that of a man about 
thirty years of age, tall and well made; his 
clothes, upon being touched, fell into rags; 

but the Colonel picked up a watch, set with 

diamonds, and a gold snuff-box, in the in­
side of which was set the portrait of a wo­
man: the damp had almost wholly defaced 

it, but it was easy to distinguish that the 
principal features were handsome. The 
box, he observed also, had a double bottom, 
in which he found a letter which he opened 
precipitately, but it was so macerated, that 
among others entirely defaced, he could only 
distinguish the following words: 

London. 
"I have only--to depart--your 

C 



14 AMBROSE AND ELEAKOR. 

" children---of Derley ---..... 
"Dep----four years that---­
" union, this,---- the first ---­
-In Piccadilly, at twelve.-

Finding nothing more upon the corpse, 
excepting some guineas, a knife, scissars, 
and a pocket-book absolutely in ashes, he 
resolved to inter it; but, said he to th~ 
children, who, with eyes bathed in tears, and 
fixed. u pan Derley, seemed buried in the 
most profound apathy, how was it that you 
did not touch the jewels your unfortunate 
friend possessed ? 

Oh! they replied, we loved him too much 
to take any thing from him, and then we 
<lid not know he had all these pretty things. 

You have never then searched him? said 
the Colonel. 

Never, said Ambrose, we only looked at 
him, and then wept. 

What respectful tenderness ! exclaimed 
the Colonel. His thoughts then reverted 
to the interment of the corpse. He had 
observed, in an adjacent vale, a little mount, 
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AMDROSE AND ELEANOR. 15 

which was covered with myrrh trees and over­
shaded by four palms. To this spot he imme­
diately repaired, and having with a branch of 
the bischalo, the hard wood which the Negroes 
use for the construction of their cabins, dug 

-~ a grave, he deposited in it the remains of 
us, the unfortunate Derley, while his two little 
he friends beheld the mournful ceremony bathed 
the in tears. 
?.1\U I-le thea struck fire from a neighbouring 
t~ rock, a wonder which much surprised the 

yo1 children, and burnt upon the grave the 

tc clothes of'the deceased, adding a quantity of 
mint, cloves, and other fragrant herbs that 

u~ grew near, to purify the air. Ambrose and 
re Eleanor could not depart without casting 

many a lingering glance towards a spot 
which contained in their eyes an inestimable 
treasure. They walked-stopped-walked 
-and would again retrace the same steps 
to bid an eternal farewell to their good 
friend. 

In the mean while the sun cleclinecl towards 
the west, and the sea, as they ascended the 
valley, reflecting his crimson rays, appeared 
a vast plain of' fire. Arriving on the shore, 



16 AMBROSE A ND ELEANO.lt. 

the Colonel stopped to aclmire the glories or 
tbe scene, and the children forgetting their 
grief, walked hand in hand towards the 
rocks, and amused themselves with collecting 
shells and sea weeds. For some minutes 
the Colonel lost sight of them; but Eleanor 
soon returned out of breath, to tell him that 
her brother and she had discovered a great 
thing which they believed to be a fish. 
Come and see it, father, said she; it is dead, 
so do not be afraid. Saying this, she led 
him among the rocks, where they found 
Ambrose attentively examining something 
which the Colonel soon discovered to be a 
large bundle of hammocks which the return­
ing tide had driven on shore. This sug­
gested to him the idea of recovering from 
the wreck some articles that might soften 
the se~erity of his misfortune, an idea which 
had not till this moment occurred to him. 
He began to search diligently among the 
rocks, and with inexpressible joy discovered 
two large chests, three small casks of brandy, 
and some tubs of salt provision, beside several 
, ·opper utensils, and other articles. These 
treasures were by degrees conveyed from the-
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rocks, and deposited in a subtenaneous cave 
which -the children pointed out. The Co­
lonel then, impatient to examine the con­
tents of the chests, forced one of them open, 
and found in it several suits of clothes, a 
quantity of shirts, stockings, handkerchiefs, 

and some gold and jewels. The other, 
which was the carpenter's chest, contained a 
variety of different tools, and was considered 
by the Colonel as a greater treasure than all 
the rest. 

The fatigues of the day at length render­

ing rest and refreshment necessary, he 

kindled a fire, and boiled some pieces of salt 
meat ; then seating himself with his young 

companions on the sea beach, he shared with 
them a meal of which hunger made the 

chief dainty; and he was not a little diverted 
to see them, with sparkling eyes, relish the 
flavour of meat, the taste of which they had 

long forgotten, and tenderly incite each other 
to partake of a feast which to them appeared 
delicious. 

You do not eat, brother, said Eleanor; 
nor you, sister, returned Ambrose ; and 

then they both fell greedily upon their meat, 

C 3 
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which presently disappeared. Their good 
friend smiled, and congratulated himself 
upon the power of contributing to their hap. 
piness. The repast being ended, they all 
three repaired to the cavern, where Ambrose 
and Eleanor soon fell asleep. It was not so 
with their friend, a thousand painful reflec­
tions kept him long from tasting the ~ame 
refreshment. He could not forbear con• 
trasting his situation and prospects the pre. 
ceding day with those of the present moment. 
"\.Vhat a change had a few hours wrought! 
]?lushed with hope he was returning to his 
eountry to enjoy, with a wife anrl child whom 
he tenderly loved, aH the conveniences and 
the elegancies of life; he now saw himself the 
solitary inhabitant of an unfrequented tract~ 
obliged to renounce his wife, his friends, all 
he held dear. These reflections, in spite of 
his fortitude, bcdewed his check with tears ; 
but when he called to mind the dangers from 
lrhich he had escaped, and that his life, 
amon<T the numbers which the waves had 0 

swallowed, had been preserved, he acknow-
ledged the goodness of that Being who had 
protected him, and with cheerfulness and re. 
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signation committed his fate into his hands. 

His thoughts then turned upon his little 

companions, in whose fate it was impossible 

not to be interested . .Abandoned to themselves 

on an uninhabited island at the early age of 

three years and a half; for the marks upon 

the great tree forming four years two months 

and eight days, the whole amounted to no 

more than seven years eight months and 

eight days ; their preservation, he thought, 

cou1d have been effected by little less than a 

miracle, and viewing them as the objects 

signally pointed at by Providence in his 

shipwreck, he resolved henceforth to be to 

them a father, guide, and friend. 

The rising sun awoke him from a short 

repose, and he looked round to salute his 

fellow citizens ; but was surprised to find 

that they had left the cave. At first he 

concluded they would soon return, but an 

hour nearly elapsing, he grew alarmed, and 

having sought them without success in the 

cave they had formerly inhabited, he repaired 

to the sea shore, which he traversed in the 

utmost anxiety, call\ng them repeatedly by 

name. He knew not what to think , and 
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began to form a thousand horrid conjectures 
concerning wild beasts, which, for any thing 
he knew to the contrary, might mhabit the 
island, when the idea occurred to him that 
they might be at the place where Derley had 
been interred. To this spot their affection­
ate hearts had in truth conducted them; he 
met them returning through the wood, their 
eyes still wet with the tears they had shed 
upon the grave of their friend. The Colonel 
chid them gently for the alarm they caused 
him, and taking them by the hand, I am 
pleased, my little friends, said he, as they 
walked through the wood, with the gratitude 
and affection you discover towards your un­
fortunate good friend ; it convinces me that 
your hearts are good ; but you must cease 
to regret him ; God has, I doubt not, ~aken 
him from you to bestow on him a happiness 
that nothing can interrupt. 

How is that, father ? said the children, we 
do not understand you. 

I will explain it to you, my little friends, 
said the Colonel, l ought to do so, but ne­
cessity engages me at present to defer this 
duty~ \ iVe cannot mhabit the gloomy cave 
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we now occupy; we must endeavour to 
construct a more agreeable retreat ; a 
cabin that will shelter us from the injuries 
of the air, and serve us as an asylum against 
all alarms. The children were delighted : 
they jumped round their good friend, ex­
claiming in an extacy, We will help you, 
father ! we will help you ! The Colonel, 
however, resolved, before he began his opera­
tions to visit the rocks, judging that the in­
flux of the tide might, during the night, 
have brought other articles on shore from 
the wreck; nor was he deceived; he found a 
cask of oil, a second tub of salt provision, 
and a chest containing, beside linen, a va­
riety of books, among which were some of 
the best Latin and English authors, a case 
of mathematical instruments, and a small 
mariner's compass. The books were da­
maged by the wet1 but he hoped soon to dry 
and render them fit for use. Beside these 
he found several other articles scattered along 
the shore. 

Having secured these new treasures, he 
turned his thoughts upon the grand work of 
constructing a cabin. Between t.wo hilli 
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that rose near the sea coast was a cool valley, -
in the midst of -which a spring of water, 
gushing from a rock_, formed a basin bordered 
with a thousand odoriferous flowers~ This 
valley, shaded by palm trees, and exposed 
to the rising sun, was a stranger to the 
burning heats of noon. It offered an agree­
able retreat to the philosopher, and was on 
one side bounded by the whole extent of the 
ocean, and on the other by an embowering 
forest. Here, at the entrance of the forest, 
the Colonel resolved to erect his new habita­
tion, and with this design collecting the pre­
cious instruments he had taken from the 
wreck, hewed two of those trees called 
the bischalo, and shaped four stakes fifteen 
inches thick, and eight feet long : these he 
drove into the earth at the distance of twenty 
feet from each other, planting between each 
six smaller. This done, he filled the inter­
mediate space with flints, cementing the 
whole with a whitish sort of earth, very 
much resem~ling that in Europe called 
marle, and which mixed with water formed 
a cement, to which the rays of the sun soon 

• gave a hardness equal to that of stone. He 
,l . 
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<lid not forget previously to leave in this 
little edifice a door, but narrow, that he and 
his companions might the better defend 
themselves, in case of an attack, against the 
wild beasts. A large chimney was also 
formed, and two windows to establish a cur­
rent of air necessary in so confined a place 
occupied by three persons. The lateral 
parts thus finished, a covering was next to 
be thought of, and this did not a little puz­
zle our architect, who having neither tiles 
nor the tools necessary to saw planks, was 
embarrassed how to defend his house against 
the rain and hail, the size of which is prodi­
gious in America. At length, calling to 
mind the manner in which the Africans 
roof their dwellings, he placed seven or eight 
joists horizontally upon the building, and 
then having raised others into a point, he 
formed the whole into a carcase with tenons 
and mortices, and covered it with the leaves of 
the palm-tree interwoven into a sort of mat, in 
the manner of the Negroes on the gold coast : 
he next made a partition, which separated 
the interior of the cabin into two parts, and 
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formed for Eleanor a little chamber about 

two feet square, the entrance of which com­

municated with that which he designed for 

himself and Ambrose. Three stools and a 

billet, serving for a table, were next pro­

duced ; also some plates, spoons and drink­

ing cups, made with the leaves of a tree 

called the balizier, which are used by the 

natives of M adag.1scar for the covering of 

their houses, and which, if well dried, will 

remain, it is said, undecayed five or six 

years. It is impossible to describe the zeal 

and activity of the Colonel ; alternately car­

penter, mason, tiler, and joiner, he pursued 

his operations with a degree of vigour and 

perseverance that removed every obstacle. 

Ambrose and Eleanor, on the other hand 

assisted him as much as their strength would 

permit ; they went in search of the earth of 

which their cement ·was formed, moistened 

it, presented the tools, carried away the 

chips, gathered the palm leaves (for they 

climbed the highest trees with the greatest 

agility) joined them together under the 

conduct of their friend, in a \Vord, uniting 
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all their endeavours to alleviate his fatigue, 
and accomplish a work of which they felt, as 
he did, all the utility. At the end of a 
month the little edifice was completed, and 
all that he had gained from the wreck, 
chests, tools, linen, clothes, &c. conveyed 
into it : with respect to beds, he made three 
very commodious of some hammocks, spread 
with mats composed of palm leaves dried in 
the sun. The chimney concealed his kitchen 
utensils, ·which were hung upon hooks dri­
ven into the wall for that purpose; in short, 
every thing was complete, and the Colonel 
and his little friends took possession of their 
new habitation. The children knew not 
how to express their joy ; they ran, wept, 
laughed, examineJ all, and leaping by turns 
on the neck of their friend, called him re­
peatedly their father, their dear Carlton, for 
he had taught them to express his name; 
then, suddenly quitting him, they re-exa­
mined all, seated themselves t\venty times 
upon the benches, touched and removed all the 
furniture, and then returning, again threw 
themselves into his arms. The Colonel 
made them at length sit down, recommended 
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silence, and spoke to them in these terms : 
-It is time, my children, that I think 
of the great work to which God has ap­
pointed me, that of your education; the 
forming of your hearts will not, I think,. 
cost me much trouble ; they are good and 
susceptible. With respect to your intellects, 
I believe them to be sound and comprehen­
sive; but I shall form a better judgment when 
I am more particularly acquainted with the 
manner in which you have conducted your.­
selves since your residence on this island: it 
is necessary therefore, Ambrose, before I 
detail to you my plans, that you recount to 
me, in the most exact manner that your me­
mory will permit, what you did upon first 
coming out of the ship that brought you 
hither, and acquaint me with the means you 
have employed since that time to preserve 
your existence, and to provide for all your 
wants. Arrange your ideas, my child, as 
well as you are able, and do not omit the most 
trivial circumstance : the detail will be more 
interesting to me than you may suppose. 

The Colonel ceased, and Ambrose, who 
during a month had learned to reflect a little, 
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and to express his ideas in a more intelligent 
manner, was silent a few minutes to recollect 
himself, and then gave, without inten-uption, 
the following recital. 

" ,v e lived, as we told you, father, in a 
wooden house that went upon the water: we 
had slept in it a great many times, and every 
morning Derley used to come and take us 
up and carry us to mamma, who used to 
kiss us and cry, and this made us cry too. 
Once as she was kissing us and crying, a 
man came into the cabin and talked a great 
deal to her; it was that naughty man I 
told you of-mamma cried very much ; and 
would have taken us in her arms, but he 
took us from her and threw us upon the 
ground. Then Derley was very angry, and 
seized that naughty man by the throat, but he 
drew a very long knife and run it intohis belly. 
Then several ugly men came in, and put us 
and Derley into a little boat, that went 
upon the water much faster than the wooden 
house. Derley groaned very much, and we 
were covered with his blood; but the men 
in the boat laughed, and set us all three 
upon this land Then Dcr1ey fell down 
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and lay a long time upon the ground: at 

last he got up very softly, and took us by 
the hand, and walked to the cave where you 

know we lived, father, till you .came; but 

as soon as he got in he fell down again, and 

dragged us upon him. 1V e cried and 

spoke to him, but he <lid not answer, he 

only groaned; he groaned all night, and we 

cried, and when the sun came again, he 

breathed no more. 1V e took him by the hands 

but they were quite cold; then we spoke 

to him again, but he did not answer; so we 

wcntoutofthecave,crying, and running about 

upon the sea shore. Eleanor soon fell down ; 

I ran to her, and fell down too, for I felt as 

if I were going to fall asleep. ,vhile we 

were sitting, a goat passed by with a young 

one sucking, at that moment it came into 

my mind to drive away the young one, and 

suck some of the milk ; so drawing myself 

under the goat the good creature let me 
drink as much as I would without going 

away or hurting me. This gave me 

strength; I got up and led her to Eleanor, 

who sueked some of her milk, smiled, held 

put her hand to me, got up; but the goat 
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was going away, and we were afraid she 
would not come back to us. What shall we 
do ? said I to Eleanor. Let us lead her 
to Derley; she replied : so we took her by 
the horn and led her to the cave, the young 
one following all the way. Still Derley did 
not speak, so we began again to cry and call 
him: Derley ! we said, Derley, speak to 
us ; are you angry ? we will do so no more. 
Answer us, Derley, it is Ambrose, it is 
Eleanor ; do you not love us ? Our unea­
siness increased every instant; we were so 
happy with mamma ! and now we were in a 
frightful cave, all dark ! This made us on a 
sudden thoughtful ; we ceased crying ; and 
lookP,d at each other, without speaking or 
stirring at all. In this time we forgot our 
goat, till seeing she was gone, we ran out of 
the cave to seek her. In •our way something 
fell from a high tree as we passed it, and 
frightened us very much: we ran away as 
fast as we could; but at last venturing to 
look back, and seeing nothing to ala1·m us, 
we returned on tip-toe to see what had fallen 
from the tree, and found a fruit shaped like 
a. very la1 ge green pear : I was so hungry 
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that I could not help tasting it, an<l found 
that it was very good ; so I gave it to Elea­
nor, who ate half and left me the rest. We 
then went again in search of the goat; but 
seeing as we passed a great tree that water came 
out of it, being very dry, I put my mouth 
to the tree and sucked some ; Eleanor did 
the same, and we both thought it ·was much 
better than the water we had before drank. 
At last thinking we should not find the 
gentle beast which had given us her milk, 
we went back to the cave, but we ·were a 
long time in finding it. The sight of our 
good friend made us again cry very much, 
till no longer seeing any light, we fell upon 
the ground, and slept till a new sun. "\Vhen 
we awoke we kissed Derley, ancl being very 
hungry, ran to the tree at the foot of which 
we had found the great pear ; but there 
were no pears ; so we ran to the seashore, 
crying and repeating the prayers mamma 
used to make us say morning and night. 
0, Eleanor, do you remember how frightened 
we were ? There was a great beast upon thf' 
sands, just like a spider. Eleanor, who saw 
it nrst, screamed out, and faking me by the 
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hand, ran to our cave, where we hitl our­
selves, for we thought the great beast 
was corning after us. We stayed there till 
the heat of the day, crying and screaming 
dreadfully ; but finding it did not follow us, 
we grew calm, and I began to think of the 
great pear which had frightened us, and 
afterwards proved so good : so I said to Elea­
nor, let us go and see if the great beast be 
still there. Ah ! she replied, it ·will eat us. 
No, said, I, if it wants to eat us, I will throw 
a great stone and kill it. Eleanor con­
sented, and we went softly to the place where 
we had seen it, and in its 1-eorn found se­
veral yellow eggs. '\Ve did not much like the 
looks of them ; but I was so hungry that I 
soon took courage to break one, and Eleanor 
and I swallowed them one after another, and 
found them nicer than the eggs we had 
eaten with marnma. It was very lucky, 
father, that we found them, for we felt as if 
we should fall and die for want of food; but 
.after we had eaten the eggs we grew strong 
again, and began to speak of what had hap­
pened to us. Still we called upon Derley, 
hoping in time to awake him, and at- lar;t 
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grew so weary and sick, that we laid our­
selves down to sleep till another sun. This 
too we spent in crying and seeking food. A 
very pretty little bird, with a long beak, and 
black and blue feathers, let its nest fall from a 
tree, and we found in it some eggs, whole and 
broken, but much smaller and more yellow 
than those which the great beast had left on 
the sands. We divided them, and at the 
same time I saw lying on the ground two of 
the same large pears which had before fallen 
from the tree. Here, sister, said I, is one for 
you and one for me. "\Ve ate them, and 
then went to the tree which gave the water, 
and sucked till we were no longer dry. J n 
this manner, father, we lived for several 
suns, and were only sorrowful when we en­
tered the cave where poor Der1ey continued 
to sleep without speaking; still we hoped he 
would wake, and a thought one sun came 
into my head, as we stood on the seashore 
looking at the great fire which shines in the 
heavens. ,vhat shall we do, sister, said l, to 
-count the suns Derley may sleep, that we may 
tell him when he awakes ? We both thought a 
good while; but at last Eleanor took a flint 
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nnd said, let us make a stroke upon this 
lll' great tree every time the sun comes back to bii 

us ; Derley knows how to read, and he will 
.~ tell when he awakes. Since that time we ani 

have not passed one sun without making a 
stroke on the tree ; you have read them, 
father, and know how many there are." 

Here the Colonel could no longer repress 
his admiration: he embraced his two little 
friends, adclressed some exclamations to 
Heaven, and desired Ambrose to continue 
his recital, which he did in these words: 

" We every day found food, and began to 
a,.. forget our grief, when I thought to myself 
a:,' if these trees should not let fall any more Jc 

pears, nor these birds their nests ; nor the 
great beasts bring us any more eggs, what 
must we do: "\Ve must try to get something 
to cat, if all this should happen. Then I 
took some stones, and threw them with all 

e my strength at the trees, and a great many 
ho:e d fi -v1 pears an nests fell at our eet. .L', eanor 
n °· and I gathered them up, and carried them 
! 10 

to the cave, where we hid them under some 
r:.&Y Jeaves of the same trees which are very large. 
ht• We did this every irnn, and were never 1u 
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want of food ; but sometimes we were very 
much frightened indeed ! for those great 
beasts you have seen, father, in the woods, 
would come by night almost into our cave; 
but we always hid ourselves behind Derley, 
and they went away without biting us. 
One night there came a horse that had a 
long neck, and a great lump upon his 
back ; the sight of it frightened us so much 
that we ran out of the cave, screaming 
violently, till coming to a tree, I set my feet 
and hands against it, and grasping it very 
close, climbed quite to the top, calling to 
my sister to do the same. She followed my 
example, and the crooked horse, finding he 
could not get at us, went away directly, and 
when he was a good way off we came down. 
Ah ! father, we should have been very glad 
if we had known the secret you have shown 
us of getting fire out of the stones, for we 

were sometimes cold. Our clothes got torn, 
and when they were very bad we threw them 
away, and for some suns remained quite 
naked ; but at last we found the skin of a 

beast, which we divided between us; here it. 
is still; what do yon call it t· 
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It 1s the skin of an otter, replied the 
Colonel. 

Well, then, continued Ambrose, this 
country is full of these otters. ~Te will try 
to get a ikin for you when your coat is worn 
out. 

Is this all that has happened, Ambrose? 
said the Colonel. 

Yes, said Ambrose, all. 
But, returned the Colonel, you have not 

yet spoken of the large black men you saw. 
Oh, said Ambrose, I forgot: in truth we 

must take care of them. 
Well, said the Colonel, but how came you 

to see them 1 
Why; said Ambrose, one day when it was 

very bad weather, I left Eleanor in the cave 
and went out to seek food, and when I came 
back she came running to me, quite frightened, 
crying, We shall be eaten-we shall be eaten 
-I have s.een--I asked her what? Great 
ugly black men, said she, there-look-donot 
you see them ? 'i\'hile she was speaking, I 
saw afar off a great many black men running 
one after the other. I directly let fall all 
that I had brought, and taking my sister by 



the hand, we both ran to a dark cave that 1s 
under ground: if you stand where I do, 
father, you may see it: there, on that side 
where the sun appears. "\Ve hid ourselves 
at the bottom of it very much terrified; but 
not hearing any thing, came out from time 
ta time to see if the black men were still 
there. At last we did not see them at all, 
and running to the side whence they came, 
we saw them a very great way off in a little 
boat, that went very fast upon the water. 
They have been here since, but we saw no 
more of them than we did at first; they 
neYcr come this way, it is only in the great 
gardens which you call woods, that we see 
them! when they are gone we find large 
animals there skinned, trees quite destroyed, 
and the feathers of birds, which makes us 
think that these black men come here to kill 
the beasts, and to take the birds and apples. 
This, father, is all I can recollect : we have 
lived, as I have told you, from the time you 
see the marks upon the tree, without doubt 
through the goodness of the God whom you 
tell us of: till now we have said the prayers 
mamma taught us, to the sun, who walks in 
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the heavens, thinkmg he was God; but if 
there be another, we will pray to him, and 
be very good, that he may love us. 

Ambrose ceased speaking, and the Colo­
nel was silent a few minutes, to admire the 
hand of Providence in the preservation of 
these innocents ! The green pears of which 
they spoke he fou11d no difficulty in judging 
to be carasols, a fruit common to America ; 
the great beast on the shore a tortoise, the 
eggs of which are delicious, and commonly 
deposited by this creature on the sands; the 
bird with black and blue feathers, he _sup-
11oscd to be the humming-bird, and the 
water which flowed from the great tree, the 
sap of the palm; but more especially did he 
acknowledge an over-ruling Providence in the 
succour they had received from the goat; he 
had read of bears, and even lionesses having 
suckled infants, but till now had justly con­
sidered such stories as fabulous. At length, 
taking Ambrose by the hand, the desire you 
express, my son, said he, of knowing that 
powerful and beneficent Being, who has mi­
raculously preserved. you amidst these de­
serts, ~hall be gratified: too great to render 
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himself visible to his weak creatures, know, 
my child, that from the height of Heaven he 
watches over the conduct of all men: no­
thing escapes him, he knows all, sees all, 
hears all, and with a glance of his eye com­
prehends the whole earth. 

The earth! interrupted Ambrose, do you 
mean the country in which we live. 

The e2rth, my children, I need not tell 
you, said the Colonel, is the ground on 
which we tread, but it consists not only of 
this island, it extends beyond the seas, and 
contains four great countries which are called 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, which 
last is the part of the world we are now in. 

'1
1
hen this island, said Ambrose, is Ame­

rica? 

No, replied the Colonel, but it makes a 
part of it. 

Vv e do not, said the children, understand 
you. 

,vhen you are further instructed, said the 
Colonel, when I shall have taught you to 
read and write, you will perfectly c<>mpre­
hend all this; at present it will be sufficient 
to acquaint you that this great Being, who 
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is called God, created all things. The sun 

which has hitherto been the object of your 

adoration, and which communicates light 

and heat to all nature, was formed by his 

word : he has furnished the earth with thou­

sands of beautiful plants and animals ; we 

can behold nothing that does not speak his 

praise and almighty power. To him, my 

chilclren, you owe your being: his word 

called you into existence, and his mercy 

renders that existence a blessing. You must 

look up to him as the Author of all good, and 

to please him, be humble, meek, and endea­

vour to imitate his perfections by diffusing 

happiness to every creature around you. 
Ambrose and Eleanor listened to this dis­

course with an attention from which their 

friend drew the happiest presage. The day 

11assecl insensibly away ; t1iey supped in the 

new cabin, and afterwards preparecl to occupy 

their hammocks. I-:lcanor busied herself for 

some time about her chamber: she walked 

in it a great while, and did not go to sleep 

till she had twenty times examined and 

changecl the place of the little furniture it 

eontained. 'l'hc Colonel and Ambrose. . . 
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neighbours to each other, discoursed for 
some time; then resigning themselves to the 
power of sleep, they enjoyed an uninter­
rupted repose. The rising sun at length 
enlightened the cabin; when the Colonel find­
ing that his pupils ·were still buried m a pro­
found sleep, took them gently by the hand, 
arn1 with pleasure saw them open their eyes, 
stretch out first one arm, then the other, 
raise their heads, and smile on him with an 
inexpressible grace. You should give an 
example to your sister, Ambrose, said he, 
and be beforehand with the sun. 

Forgive me, dear father, said Ambrose, 
but we have slept in such a good bed! 

It is enough, my son, replied the Colonel, 
but to-morrow and every future day, you 
must at day-break repair both of you to the 
sea-shore, and offer your thanks and prayers 
to the Reing who has presenccl you during 
the night ; this the children assured him 
they would not fail to <lo. 

Havina erected and furnished his little 0 

dwelling, the Colonel ,vas resolved to visit 
the interior part of the island, that he might 
more pnrticulnr!y examine it~ vegetable pro-
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Lluctions, and execute the proj ccts he h~d 

formed. He accordingly set out, and had 

11ot advanced far before he discovered plains 

covered with rice and maize. These were 

the principal objects of his pursuit, anc1 with 

the assistance of the children about two 

bushels of maize were gathered, and con­

veyed in hammocks to the cabin. Some 

handfuls of this were spread upon the turf 

and exposed to the scorching heat of noon, 

which soon dried it sufficiently to grind. 

The Colonel then made in a rock a hole in 

the form of a mortar, and with a pestle of 

wood broke the grains and reduced them to 

powder. It was then necessary to winnow 

it, that the chaff might be separated from 

the grain, and this he performed by shaking 

it violently in a cloth, which Ambrose and 

Eleanor held extended : afterwards the flour 

was ground between two stones, and 

diluted with water: A little brandy being 

mixed with this paste, by way of leaven, it 

was put to bake upon flints strongly heated 

by the fire, and thus a bread, very light and 

agreeable to the p~late, wns made. \Vhilc 

the children watchccl the bread~ the Colone 
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returned to make fresh discoveries. He 
found, as he proceeded into the island, a 
great deal of miilet, but different from that 
of Europe, and fine potatoes, which he knew ,, . 
would afford ·excellent nourishment. He • ~ 
discovered also some green £gs, and a variety 
of wholesome and delicious fruits common to 
America; but for these it was necessary to 
go far into the island, and this became 
an inconvenience, to remedy which, with 
the assistance of his little pupils, he dug 
up and sowed a piece of land near the 
cabin, extending from the sea-shore to the 
forest, that served as its boundary. This 
sort of orchard in the end furnished them 
with maize, rice, millet, potatoes, and clll the 
most useful and delicious productions of the 
soil. 

The reader having now seen our islanders 
furnished with the first necessaries of life, 
will not perhaps be displeased to learn in 
what manner they employed their time. In 
the morning the Colonel took Ambrose into 
the woods with him to hunt, having for this 
necessary purpose fabricated a ho~ about 
three feet and a half long, the string of 
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which was a gut twisted, and the arrows a 
stick furnished with two feathers, and termi­
nated by a flint sharpened. ,vith these 
they killed the different animals that inha­
bited the woods, such as stags, goats, does, 
ancl among the birds the duck and the 
foken, which supplied them with excellent 
food : during this time Eleanor was em­

ployed in baking the bread, or in other 
little offices of domestic economy. On re­
turning, they busied themselves in collecting 
the eggs which were deposited upon the sea­
beach by the tortoise and alligator; the last­
mentioned is so singular, that a short de­
scription of it may be deserving the attention 
of the reader. The alligator is a sort of 
crocodile common to America ; its head is 
large, and its jaws are furnished with strong 
teeth, two of which especially are extremely 
long. It has four legs, whi,..l-. are very 
short, and terminaeed by large feet; and its 
back from the head to the tail is covered \vich 
strong scales, as are also two large lumps 
which are over the eyes ; its stomach is fur­
nished with four glands, and its tail always 
drags on the ground. This animal lives 
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indifferently on land and water, and is not 
mischievous but when provoked: its eggs are 
esteemed a great dainty. The cultivation of 
their field next engaged the attention of the 
Colonel and his pupils, after which they 
dined, and spent the afternoo~~ in study or in 
gardening. 

Nothing coulrl ""\Cecd the attention of 
Ambrose and Eleanor to the lessons of their 
friend, who had found the means of teaching 
them not only to read but to write. He had 
discovered in the woods a tree much resem­
bling one in the Isle of l\Iadagascar: its 
bark, after being exposed to the sun, be­
came as white as paper, and though it smelt 
a little of musk, this was easily weakened 
by exposing it to the fumes of aromatic 
herbs. At the foot of this tree flowed a sort 
of gum, much like that of the Indian 1-ig­
tree, the sap of which is used by the Indians 
to colour their vessels black. Being thus 
furnished with prper and ink, he soon 
added pens : he shaped them with his knife, 
and put tl1em into ' 1~e hands of his young 
pupils, who were soo11 able to write and read, 
and consequently to feel the value of those 
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books (for among them were ""rne of the 
best authors) which had been taken from the 
wreck. Pray, father, said Ambrose one day, 
laying down a book, explain to me why there 
are kings in the countries I read of. 

1\1 en Ii ving in society, my son, said the 
Colonel, in ·which there are good and bad 
people, it is necessary to establish rulers, 
tl~at onle1: and -peace may be maintained. 

I do not unclerstand you, saill Ambrose. 
I will endcrrrour, replied his friem1, to 

explain myself more clearly. Suppose now, 
for example, there were in this island a great 
many men and women who lived together in 
common ; can you not conceive that oue 
might wish for the field of his neighbour, 
that nnother might cut the throat of his 
enemy without pity; that this man might 
enter our cabin to seize upon our fooc.1, and 
that clnve us from it to establish his own 
residence in it? 

How ! exclaimed the children with asto· 
nishrnent, are men c1pable of this? 

I am m)hmned, my children, said the Co­
lonel, to reply that they arc; and thc.t nn-
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fortunately the number of the wicked surpass 
that of the good ! 

Ah! Eleanor, exclaimed Ambrose, let us 
stay in our island ! 

Hear me to an end, mterrupted the Colo­
nel ; wha1, I have said granted, you will see 
that it is necessary to establish laws to ren­
der our habitations and property secure, and 
also to inYest certain individuals with a 
power to enforce those laws. This power is 
not, hmvever, always reposed in one man, 
but sometimes in a certain number chosen 
by the body of the people: this form of r:o­
vernment js called a republic; the other, 
·where a king governs, a monarchy. 

I ·comprehend very well what you say; 
:ather, said Ambrose, but is it not strange 
that men should be so wicked as to rencter 
these laws necessary ? 

l\fan, my child, replied the Colonel, is 
fallen from the original purity in which he 
was created, and this depravity is a melan­
choly proof ol his l!orruption ; from pride, 
envy, ambition, aud avarice, vices which are 
the more dangerous in community as oppor-
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-,. tunities of calling them forth more frequently 
occur, spring all t11~ various evils and mise­

''• .. ries of life. 
Pray, father, said Ar.1b1use, what is 

avarice? 
An inord11 te desire of possessing more 

th~n we can enJoy, said the Colonel : you 
will scarcely believe, my child, that there are 

anu 
beings who possess great weald:·,, and bury, 

ll 

:e 
or· 

without employing it. 
In what, then, said Ambrose, consist the 

riches of your country, father? 
Alas ! my son, returned the Colonel, those 

miserable pieces of gold and silver --­
'\Vhat ! those, interrup~<,d the children, 

that you found upon Derley ? 
The same replied the Colonel ; those pieces, 

stamped with the image of the ruling power, 
are divided into small and great coin, each 
of a proportionate value, and with these are 
procured all the commodities of life. 

What, said Eleanor, do men agree to pay 
one another for things that belong alike to 
every one ? I do not understand. 

Oh ' I understand very well, interrupted 
Ambrose, and I could wi.1.lingly pardon them 



for selling the works of art: if one man is 
wiser or more skilful than another, he de­
serves a recompense; but to assume a right 
over grain, wood, and all the common pro­
ductions of the earth, that is indeed unrea­
sonable. 

You do not reflect Ambrose, said the 
l;olonel, that all these productions of the 
earth require culture, com·eyance, and a 
thousand similar cares which equally deserve 
reward : is the man who tills a field, sows it, 
and watches the vegetation of its produce, 
who gathers and carries it afterward into 
cities, obliged to take upon himself this trou­
ble ? No, surely ; if he considers gold an 
equivalent, has he not a right to receive it ? 
These are the people, my child, who deserve 
payment, and not those who, by their multi­
plied c~epredations, ruin and oppress their 
country. 

Your observation, my dear father, said 
Ambrose, is very just ; I did not consider. 

In this manner did the Colonel eu<leavour 
to inform the minds, and rectify the judg­
ment of his pupils; toward sun-set they 
were at liberty to run, jump, and take the 
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exercise necessary to strengthen their consti­

tutions and render their nerves supple; but 

in the evening, rational and attentive, they 

listened on the sea-shore, to the lessons of 

3
• their good friend on morality, physics, or 

religion. One evening when the sky was 

tr clear and strewed with stars, Eleanor ob­

th served that phenomenon which we generally 

& express under ~he name of " a falling star." 

!'if ,vhat is that, father ? said she, I have many 

,.', times forgotten to ask you why we see the 

stars fall so often? 

3]l 

'I 
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That Eleanor, said the Colonel, which 

appears to you a star, is not one ; it is a 

spark of elementary or rather electric fire, 

which shines in the ethereal region, and eva­

porates by the shock of a current of air. 

I do not, saicl Eleanor, understand what 

you mean by electricity. 
Be attentive then, said the Colonel, Elec­

tricity is a matter of fire invisible to our 

eyes, but which nevertheless exists ; pene­

trates all bodies ; gives to one vegetation, 

to another trepidation, to another impul-

. & * s10n, 1,; c. · , 
• The Earth and all the bodies with w hieh we 

1f 
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Explain this more clearly, dear father, sa1<l Eleanor. 

Eleclrici(IJ, continued the Colonel, causes 
the vegetables to grow, agitates the air we 
breathe, drives the ,vinds with more or less 
violence, penetrates our bodies, and gives 
them strength, nay health ; fortifies aml 
even preserves in us the vital principle; it 
renders our blood active and warm, quickens, 
and is perhaps the cause of its circulation. 

I understand this very well, said Eleanor. 
1V ell then, said the Colonel, this electrical 

matter, the element of every thing that exists, 
opposed by a current of air, kindles itse:;, 
and produces the appearance you have ob­
served.* from which cause also proceed those 
spontaneous fires, which ·we often see on the 
banks of morasses or lakes. 

I comprehend this very well, said Eleanor : 
so then all those stars that we see in the 
heavens are sparks of electric fire ? 

No, Eleanor, replied the Colonel, those 
are acquainted are supposed to contain an exceed­
ingly subtle fluid, called the electric fluicJ--Blair's 
Grammar of Natural and E.iperimental Philosoph.11, 

• This opinion is supported by the Abbe Ber­tholon, 111 hi::. work intituled Physique des Jlcteores. 



AM.BROSE AND ELE.A ~ on. 51 

,;j s-tars arc bodies of surprising magnitude; 
they are globes like the earth we inhabit, but 

i'5 much larger ; it is their distance only that 
v: makes them appear less. Among an infinity 

of others, there are six called Planets, >J..;, 

\i) which revolve, without ceasing, round that 
nd wonderful body of light the sun, which is 
" computed to be upwards of a million of 

ll', times as large as the earth. The distance 
of these globes from the sun, which dis­
penses light and heat to them all, is so great 
that numbers can scarcelv convey an idea of ., . 
it, and their velocity is no less amazing. 
}/fercury, which is the planet nearest the 

o- sun, is about thirty-seven millions of miles 
.-c distant from it, and moves at the rate of a 
the hundred and five thousand miles every hour, 

completing his course round the sun in ra­
or ther less than three months. Venus, which 
d1~ is the next planet above l\fercury, is sixty­

eight millions of miles from the sun, and 
by moving seventy-six thousand miles every 
hour, performs its revolution in two hundred 

• In 1781 anolher planet, called Herschel or the 
·r· Georgium Sidus, was discovered, and afterwards 

t.hree smaller bodies of a similar uature. 
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and twenty-four days and seventeen hours. 
The next planet above Venus is the Earth, 
upon whicn we live; its distance from the 
sun is nintety-five millions of miles, and by 
travelling at the rate of fifty-eight thousand 
miles every hour-

H ow ! interrupted the childrnn, does the 
earth move? 

Yes, said the Colonel, it turns o-r.ce in 
twenty-four hours quite round; and by this 
motion occasions the apparent motion of the 
sun and all the heavenly bodies from east to 
west in the same time; and its revolution 
round the sun is completed in three hundred 
and sixty-five days, and something less than 
six hours, or the space of a year, which 
causes the variation of the seasons ; but I 
shall explain this more fully hereafter. 

AboYe the earth,s orb ;c; J1/ars, the dis­
tance of which from the sun is a hundred 
and forty-four millions of miles; it travels 
at the rate of fifty-five thousand miles an 
hour, and goes round the sun in something 
less than two of our years. 

Jupiter, the largest of the planets, is still 
farther removed from the sun ; it JS one 
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thousand four hundred times the size of our 

earth, and-travels at the rate of twenty-nine 

thousand miles an hour, completing its jour­

ney in something less than twehe years. 

Still higher in the system, about nine hundred 

millions of miles from the sun, is Saturn, 

which, by travelling at the rate of twenty-two 

thousand miles an hour, finishes its course 

in about twenty-nine of our years and a half . 

Beside these, which are called Prirnar:y 

Planets, there are in our system others, 

called secondary planets, or satellites, which 

.1ove round the planets in the same manner 

as their primaries do round the ;; un. The 

first of these is the moon, which accompanies 

the earth in its annual progress round the 

sun, completing its circuit round the earth 

in the space of twenty-nine days and twelve 

hours. 1\ s the moon receives its light from 

the sun, ancl presents only one side to us in 

the course of its monthly journey, we see 

more or less of its enlightened side, ~ accord­

ing to its different position ·with respect to 

that part of the earth we inhabit, and hence 

misc th0 different appearances which we ex­

press under theuamc of new aml foll moon, &c. 
J, 3 
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Four of these satellites or moons atten<l 
Jupiter, and five* Saturn; beside these five 
moons, a broad, flat, luminous circle, called 
his ring, encircles without touching the body 
of Saturn at a distance nearly equal to the 
breadth of the ring, which is about twenty­
one thousand miles. Some astronomers have 
thought that this ring is composed of a vast 
number of moons or satellites, which being 
seen at such an immense distance, may by 
means of their blended light give the whole 
the appearance of one continued body. Upon 
this an eminent astronomer, whose ,vorks I 
lament not being able to put into your 
hands, says, " '\Vhen we consider the re­
mote situation of Saturn, and consequently 
how much the sun's light must be weakened 
before it can reach him, such a glorious as­
semblage of moons does not appear an un­
necessary appendage to this planet."' 

In this manner the Colonel began his 
astronomical lectures. The two children 
looked up astonished at the prodigious mag­
nitude of those globes he had been describ-

-x- l\fodern astro110'11ers have discovered two more of these moons which attend Saturn. 



re 
ld 

A:\I.B110SE A~D ELEA"NOR. 55 

ing, and were desirous of travelling into the 

planets, especially into Saturn, whose ring 

and five moons astonished them; but when 

in due time their worthy instructor spoke to 

them of the fixeJ stars, each of which he 

told them was a sun, supposed to enlighten 

other systems of worlds, they were lost in 

the stupendous contemplation, and could only 

in silence adore the great Being who formed 

and animated the whole. The Colonel was 

delighted to see their young minds gradually 

expand, and was studious to render even the 

most trifling incidents subservient to their 

improvement. One day as Eleanor entered 

the cabin, she exclaimed in an ext2cy, Oh! 

father, if you had but seen what I have ! 
\Vhat was it, Eleanor ? said her friend, 

smiling. 
As I was gathering vegetables, she re­

plied, upon the great rock, I saw two of 

of those little creatures you, I believe, call 

lizards, crawl to a hole in the rock, each 

bearing a small stalk full of seeds. They 

lay down their provision at the entrance and 

went in, but directly came out accompanied 

by an old lizard, much larger than they ,\·ere; 



he began to eat the seeds, and the two little 
ones looked at him without stirring; but 
the noise I made frightening them all three, 
the old one, in attempting to get away, fell 
down. I took it up, and was surprised to 
see that it was blind. 1Vhilc I was exa­
mining it, I observed that the two little ones 
were searching r it lrith the greatest unca~ 
siness, so I put it ~n the edge of the hole, 
and directly they all three went in, as if they 
were rejoiced to have escaped so great a dan­
ger. The little lizards must ce1tainly have 
been the children of the great one. 

Perhaps they were, said the Colonel. 
I was quite delighted, said Eleanor, to see 

them carry food to their poer blind father, 
who could no longer seek it for himself. 

It was indeed, said the Colonel, an inter­
esting sight. That great and wise Being 
who has mercifully bestowed upon man a 
rational and immortal soul, has given to 
animals instinct, a principle which serves 
them instead of reflection. 

The lizards, observed Eleanor ·with her 
usual vivacity, must certainly reflect. 

How clo you prove it, returned her friend. 

t1J 
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"'\Vhy, said Eleanor, they undoubtedly 

say to themselves, our father is old and blind, 

he cannot seek food himself, it is our part 
therefore to seek it for him, that he may 

live the longer. 
I am pleased with your reasoning, Elea­

nor, said the Colonel, as it springs from the 

goodness and simplicity of your heart ; ne­
vertheless I again repeat that instinct serves 
animals inslLacl of reflection. The lizards 
do not, as you imagine, say "Let us com­

fort our father;" they do not know him 

under that character : they are ignorant that 

they owe their life to him, but they love and 

comfort him because their nature prompts 
them to it. Do you think, my child, that 
ferocious animals reflect when they fall upon 
you? No; neither by the same rule would 

those that are gentle, should you use them 
ill, resolve to retaliate. Had animals reflec­

tion they would feel grief, inquietude, and 

melancholy ; sensations "' hich they experi­
ence only when sick or wounded. Sufferance 

is the only sentiment they pro, e, ancl this 
alone can affect their spirits or their faculties. 

There arc, my children, three sorts of exist-
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ence; the first passive and insensible; the 
second, active and sensible; and the third, 
active, sensible, and rational. A celebrated 
111:!turalist * said formerly, that stones grew, 
vegetables grew and lived, and that animals 
grew, lived, andfelt. 

How! exclaimed Eleanor, have trees life? 
Undoubtedly, replied the Colonel, the 

sap is their blood, and the elementary or 
electrical fire the principle of their life, 

They must then, said Eleanor, feel pam 
when we cut them. 

No, said the Colonel, their life is only 
passi\·e; they have neither passions nor af­
.. "'~tions; but in other respects they are sub. 
ject to the same vicissitudes that animals 
are : they exist, they grow, they decrease, 
and arc subject to sicknesses as we are. 

It is very singular, said .Eleanor. 
The more you study nature, my child, 

said the Colonel, the more ·will it exalt your 
ideas of that great Being, who with a single 
word created so many wonders. 

"\Ve will never, said the children, cease to 
adore l1im; _we will love, obey, and pray to 

• Linnreus. 
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him that our soul, which you have taught us 
is immortal, may live with him for ever when 
our bodies are like poor Derley's. 

This convcsation led tn digressions on 
morality and metaphysics, ,hich furnished 
discourse for more than a week. 

During four years, which the Colonel had 
now resided in the island, he had had time 
to make observations on its soil and temper­
ature. By the help of his compass and 
knowledge of physics, he discovered that it 
was situated near the QQnd degree, 30 min. 
north latitude, and about 304 degrees W. 
longitude. The air was extremely mild, 
ice and snow being equally unknown: during 
summer, which began about November, and 
continued till April, neither clouds, vapours, 
nor exhalations '"·ere to be seen. The at­
mosphere was so clear that not only the 
rising and setting of the sun, but the in­
crease and wane of the moon might be seen 
even in full day. Ai: this season the drought 
was so great that the leaves fell from the 
trees, every plant drooped, and even the ani­
mals withdrew into the woods or the hollows 
of rocks to seek the coolness necessary to 
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their preservation; but when the sun ap­
proached the tropic of Cancer, the vapours 
it exhaled from the sea and marshes, con­
densed into thick clouds, whence issued 
lightning and thunders, accompanied with 
torrents of rain, which continued during 
eight or ten days. These rains which cooled 
the air, induced the Colonel to distinguish 
this season by the appellation of ,vinter; 
though very different from th<i winters of 
Europe, it produced in nature the most fa­
vourable change. Scarcely did the month 
of May diffuse her salutary coolness through 
the air, when the trees recovered their for­
mer verdure. The forest exhaled a thousand 
odours, the animals more agile, descended 
from the mountains or issued from the holes 
of rocks ; the birds seemed to revive to a 
new being and renew their concerts ; testa­
ceous animals changed their shells, reptiles 
their skins, and the fish quitting the open 
sea, entered the rivers, and seemed to present 
themselves an easy prey to the fishermen. 

There was in the island a sort of tree from 
v,hich flowed a whitish gum so ductile tl1at 
it might be drawn out into threads ; of this 
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l.:leanor made nets, with which they caught 
the most delicious fish, such as thornback, 
mullet, doree, &c. Tortoises of all kinds 
were so abundant during winter, that they 
furnished our islanders with food for the 
summer, a season when these amphibious 
animals do not appear on account of the 
aridity that reigns. In the course of May, 
large yellow and red serpents eight or ten 
feet long, were found in the morasses ; the 
heads of these creatures were in the form of 
a triangle, and their jaws furnished with 
long sharp teeth, but they are not dangerous. 
About this time also, large grey snakes, tufted, 
and spotted with black, descended with a 
great noise from the mountains : their heads 
were about the size of a man's hand, flat, 
and armed with eight teeth about an inch 
long. · These reptiles were perfectly inoffen­
sive, and, having no sort of venom, made 
war. only upon the ants, which, surprising 
their enemies when asleep, came in battalions 
to prey upon their eyes~ 

The Colonel, who was· formed equally for 
the pleasures of a contemplative, as he was 
for the active scenes of a military life, spent 

G 



the winter in studying nature, and the sum­
m r--, when the heat was intense, in philoso­
phical reflections; but these could not banish 
from his remembrance a wife and rliild, who 
possessed his fondest affections, an<l to whom 
he had now lost all hope of returning ; their 
image was present in every pursuit; and in 
spite of hi fortitude, he was at times me­
lancholy and dejected. On these occasions 
Eleanor and Ambrose rndeavourcd, by their 
innocent caresses, and a thousand little ten­
der cares, to dissipate his sorrows and restoie 
him to cheerfulness. Their affection called 
forth on his part an equal return; with de­
light he saw their young minds imbibe in­
struction, and their susceptible hearts ex­
pand with every virtue: then calling to mind 
the hopeless state in which he had first 
discovered them, and beholding himself in 
the hand of Providence, an instrument of 
their happiness, he lost, in the pleasing con­
templation, the remembrance of his sorrows; 
nay, hope itself revived, and flattered him 
with one day restoring them to society, and 
being himself re-united to all he held dear. 
I-Ie was one day indulging these plea<::ing 
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reflections, when the children, who had been 
in the wood amusing themselves with variom. 
little games, returned to him pale, trem­
bling, and scarcely able to speak. 

,vhat is the matter, Ambrose? said he : 
-Speak, Eleanor;- what has happened? 

They are come ! faultered the children ; 
they are in the island. 

"\Vhom do you mean? said the Colonel. 
The great naked men, they replied. 
1V ell, said their friend, <lo not alarm 

yourselves ; we must retreat to some place of 
safety. 

They will not come on this side, said the 
children. 

No matter, said the Colonel, it is neces­
sary that we conceal ourselves. Saying this 
he began to strip the cabin, and assisted by 
Ambrose and Eleanor, carried the most pre• 
cious moveables fo a subterraneous cave, 
the entrance of which was accessible only to 
those acquainted with its windings. Herc 
they remained some time, when the Colonel, 
not hearing any thing, and wishing to see 
the extremity of the danger which threatened 
them, as ~1so ,vhcthcr the savage~ bent their 
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steps toward his beloved cabin, ·went out ac­
companied by his little friends, ·who refused 
to be left behind, and lying flat on his sto­
mach, on the summit cf a moun" t-hat over­
looked the isle, beheld the savages, to the num­
ber of about forty or fifty, quit the canoes a_.J 
advance into the island. Their skins were 
painted of such a <lcep red, that bein3 almost 
naked, in the sun they more nearly resem­
bled boiled lobsters than men; and to add 
to their grotesque appearance, round their 
bodies, on all sices, hung plates of metal, 

· the form of which the Colonel however 
could not perfectly determine. The women, 
distinguishable by their children, which 
they carried on their backs, ·wore a cloth or 
shift round their waists, closer than that of 
the men, and about two or three inches 

. deeper. IIavjng taken from their canoes 
,hammocks, anils, and different utensils, they 
penetrated further into the isle, entered the 
forest, and began to hunt. This exercise 
continued the ·whole day and part of the 
night, during which the Colonel and his 
pupils, not daring to descend from the 
mount, were witnesses of all th:it passed. 
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'l'hey saw them toward morning issue from 
the wood, carrying with them the beasts 
they had slain, goats, otters, antas, and a 
great number of parrots and other birds. 
Immediately the quadrupeds were skinned, 
the flesh cut up, and the bones separated. 
A fire was then kindled, in the manner of 
the Negroes, by rubbing two pieces of wood 
violently together and they set about dress­
ing their meat. A large vessel contain­
ing a quantity of crabs, was then broP6ht, 
and smaller ones of palm wine, brandy, 
camphor, &c., after which they began their 
repast. It ,vas a sight truly comic to see 
all these coloured savages squatted, like so 
many monkies in a circle, devouring with an 
excessive appetite, and picking, with as much 
delicacy as eagerness, even the smallest claws 
of the crabs, which are considered among 
them as a great dainty. Having drunk re-
11eated draughts of palm wine and brandy 
they began to shout, sing, and burst into fits 
of excessive laughter, opening an enormous 
mouth, ancl discovering the whitest and 
most beautiful teeth in the world; but soon 
growing in Loxicated) thry ro~e, leaped, gam-

G 3 
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bolled, and committed a thousand extrava­
gancies, till this noisy feast being ended, 
they on a sudden overturned their utensils, 
carried them away, and ran half mad to 
their canoes, which, swift as an arrow, con­
veyed them from the island. When they 
were at some distance, the Colonel and his 
pupils descended from the mountain, and 
replaced in their cabin the moveables they 
had for safety deposited in the subterraneous 
cave. Exhausted with fatigue and hunger, 
they did not that night go to reconnoitre 
the place where the savages had been feasting, 
but the next morning early they set out and 
arrived at the field of action. They found 
there, baskets, knives, and wooden cups, 
which the savages in their haste and intoxi­
cation had left behind them, beside plenty 
of good cheer. They took from among the 
utensils such as appeared to them the most 
useful and curious, and having rested and 
refreshed themselves, again set out for their 
cabin. Their way was throug!~ a wood, 
which they had hitherto but little frequented, 
and they stopped to admire a grot upcn 
which nature seemed to have lavished all her 
beauties. It was concealed by cotton shrubs 

Jt 
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and bananas, the shade of which gave a reli­
gious aspect to the place, and they gainecl 
the entrance 1--y a path hollowed out. of the 
rock, and bordered by a thousand aromatic 
plants. The entrance, arched and dila­
pidated, was enlightened only by the re­
flection which the light threw 011 a rivulet 
that issued from the grot: the banks of this 
stream being more elevated formed a natural 
footway through the grot, at the bottom of 
which our travellers observed a faint ligh~, 
which appeared to shine through the chinks 
of the rock. This induced them to enter, 
but scarcely had they advanced many paces, 
when deep groans seemed to proceed from 
the furth "r part of the grot. The Colonel 
stopped: - and the children, alarmed, in 
vain endeavoured to articulate sounds which 
fear froze upon their lips. They advanced 
a few paces further ; the groans became 
more distinct, and in a few minutes they 
heard these words repeated in a melancholy 
tone :-Oh, Death, when wilt thou come to 
my succour! 

Heavens! cried the Colonel, what prodigy 
is this? the accents ~.re English! 
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,vhoever thou art! returned the \oice, in 
pity--

"\Vhere are you? interrupted the Colonel, 
still advancing,-·who arc you ? 

An unfortunate dying man! returned the . 
voice. 

The Colonel still proceeded : the voice 
seemed familiar to his ear, but he could not 
see any thing. At length, his eyes becoming 
more accustomed to the gloom, he discerned 
on the ground a body almost naked, which, 
on a closer view, he found to he wounded. 
Shocked at a sight of so much horror, he 
Jrnelt down, and taking the hand of the 
stranger, Unhappy man, said he, what bar­
barian has treated you thus inhumanly ? 
He was continuing, when the stranger, 
grasping his hand to raise himself a little, 
on a sudden exclaimed, l\Ierciful Heaven ! 
do I deceive myself-that voice-my ho­
noured master-Colonel Carlton--

"'\Vhat do I hear? cried the Colonel, 
Peter! is it possible! Can it be? 

Thank Heaven! said the dying man, I 
<lie content; my dear master lives! 

Talk not of dying) my faithful reter, ~aid 

I 1l, ,c, 
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the Colonel, raising him, and endeavouring 
to stanch the blood with his handkerchief, 
Providence has not restored you to take you 
from me so soon. Eleanor, Ambrose, run 

1 to the cabin, refreshment is necessary.­
The children disappeared in an instant, and 
presently returned with some goat's milk, 
tortoir.;e's eggs, and palm wine. The stranger 
took a little of this nourishment, and was 
much revived ; but the Colonel found that 

' he was not in a state to i.,e removed : he 
com·eyed therefore to the grot ham .~i•)cks, 
mats, and such things as wer.:) necc.,.,ary to 

th. render it commodit.,:J.s, and attended hi1a 
there; till find:ng, in the course of a few 
days, that his patient had gained a little 
strength, he determined to remove him to 
the cabin. It was an interesting sight to see 
this worthy man bearing his old domestic 
upon his shoulders, Eleanor and Amb::.·ose 
holding each of them a leg, to ease the ·sick 

) man, ancl lighten the burden of their pro-
tector. The cabin was at some distance 
from the grot, but at last they arrin:d at it, 
and Peter being laid in a hammock, enjoyed 
.soon after a comfortable repose. The Colo-
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nel, during his abode in the island, had ha<l 
sufficient time for the study of botany, to 

know thoroughly the medicinal properties of 
the different simples it produced, and this 
knowledge he applied so successfully, that in 
less than eight days Peter was out of danger, 
and at the end of a month was perfectly re­
stored to health. The reader will conclude 
that the Colonel, during this time, had put 
many questions to him concerning his mis-

- fortunes, the particulars of which he now 
wished to hear in the order as they had oc­
curred; Peter, one day, therefore, gave his 
master the following recital : 

At the instant, Sir, said he, that the 
vessel foundered, I followed your example; 
I seized a piece of wood to assist me in 
swimmmg, and threw myself into the sea. 
I struggled long against the violence of the 
waves, but at length my strength failed me. 
I swooned, I believe, and let go the friendly 
oar that supported me, for I remember no 
more till I found myself stretched in a canoe, 
and surrounded by five or six naked men of 
the most frightful colour. l\Iy ideas ·were 
confused ; I knew not what to think. I 
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cast my eyes on the vast plain of waters 
enlightened by the moon :-then I looked 

' round for you, my dear master, but not see­
a• ing you, and recollecting the fatal events 
tt that had happened, my heart sunk, and per­
st- suaded that you were swallowed in the waves, 

0 an involuntary cry of horror and grief burst 
ff from me. This terrified the savages who 
c surrounded me so much, that they would 

have thrown me into the sea, had I not, 
~ seeing their design, softened them by my 

prayers and tears. One of them at length 
addressed me in a jargon, composed of 
English, Dutch, and French, of which I 
comprehended, From whence come you, 
TV!iite? 

A vessel, I replied, in which I sailed has 
been ,vreckecl, and I should without doubt 

,.... have perished, had you not preserved me. 
\Yhat is your name, "\Vhite ? 
Peter--
Have you any knives or scissars about 

you, Peter? 
I have only a knife. 
Give it me, "\Vhite. 

There it is, said I, giving it him. 



Come, returned he, I will love thee. 
thou shalt be slave to the Grand Cacique. 

Oh, Heaven ! I exclaimed, where do 
you mean to take me ? 

To Friz, answered the- negro, and you 
will be very happy. 

I now felt the full extent of my misfor­
tune. I was condemned, I saw, to serve he 
savages, who, from their ferocious aspect, I 
doubted not were cannibals; but lamenta­
tions were vain. Our canoe rapidly cut the 
waves, and at break of day we arrived at 
the place of our destination. l\Iy guides 
showed me in triumph to an innumerable 
tribe of inhabitants, who, burs~ing into fits 
of laughter, presently surrounded me, and 
increased my distress by their importunities. 
One cut my coat, another tore my waistcoat; 
in short, they divided my clothes among 
them, and in a few minutes I ,ras naked as 
my hand. In this situation I was conducted 
to the Grand Cacique, who is Governor of 
the Island. He was seated in great state 
upon a hammock, in a cabin raised above 
the rest, and having, as I found, heard my 
story, received me with much kindness. 
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" ,vhite," said he, ,,." thou shalt be my 
slave; serve me faithfully, and the soul 

that i::. in thy heart* will enjoy in Heaven 

all the happiness that awaits those who have 

clone well : I forbid thee to do three things, 

,vhite; to drink my brandy, to rob me, 

and especially to see my wives. If thou dost 

any of these, I shall kill thee, and thy great 

soul will float upon the ocean and mix with 

the spirits who diffuse evil upon the earth.,, 

The Cacique ceased; anc.l I, surprised at 

this singular harangue, could only bow in 

sign of submission, shedding abundance of 

tears. 1-Iis Greatness then took me by the 

hand, and ordered one of his attendants to 

fill me a cup of brandy to dispel my sorrow. 
The next day I began my labour, which 

was, to turn up the saYannas, to plant, weed, 

clear, and cultivate them : these, and a 

thousand other services which were added, I 

performed without intermission during four 
years that I remained with the5e barbarians, 

• The Caribs imagine, that every human being, 
has as many souls as he has pulses in his arteries, and 
tuat the principal of these re~ide!:i in the heart. 
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or cannibals, known in Europe by the name 
of Caribs, or Caraibs. 

How! interrupted the Colonel, are these 
the Caribs, inhabitants of the l'l/ est-1ndia 
islands? 

The sar..1e, Sir, said Peter; I was myself 
ignorant of their name <lm·ing a year, but I 
learnt it afterwards from a French slave who 
lost his life in their sel'vice. 'l'he isle we 
now inhabit, Sir, is no other than one of 
the Caribbees, which apparently has not yet 
been discorered. 

Ah ! my good Peter, said the Colonel, 
what do you teU me ? Am I so near Cuba, 
St. Jago, St. Domingo, Porto Rico ? 

You undoubtedly are, Sir, said Peter; 
but you must observe that the islands of 
which you speak are among the leeward 
islands, whereas this we now inhabit is the 
windward. There are also other countries 
of the Caribs: but that I have left is so 
savage and barbarous, and so little commer• 
eial, that it is to be presumed it has little 
eonnection with the Europeans settlca in 
the West Indies .. 

). 
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Your observation is just, Peter, said the 
Col01.el; but, gracious Heaven! a possibi­
lity remains-Eop~ once more revives-I 
shall again see England ? Yes, my children, 
I shall conduct you to the abodes of men­
to the bosom of my country. Such was 
the flattering prospect, which the vicinity of 
towns inhabited by civilized men presented 
to Colonel Carlton: he did not reflect, that 
he was nevertheless separated from them, 
and that during four years which he had 
resided in the island he had never seen a 
human being, except the Caribs, land upon it. 
The transports which these hopes inspired 
being at length somewhat calmed, Peter, at 
the request of his master, continued his 
narrative. 

The Caribs with whom I lived, Sir, have 
very little commerce with the Europeans; 
they put to sea every year, and come into 
this island t0 kill buffaloca, otters, birds, 
&.c. ; after which they go to t11e coasts in­
habited by Europeans, and barter the :..kins 
of these animals, baskets, lizards, and dif­
ferent sorts of eggs, for knives, scissars, 
hatchets, arms, European linen, and espe-
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cially brandy. The day fixed upon for 
their last voyage, my master ordered me to 
bring into the canoe his hammock, arms, 
an<l household utensils : then having, ac­
cording to the custom of these idolaters, 
made libations to the good spirits, we em­
barked to the number of fifty, as many 
women as men, and at the end of two days 

arrived at this island. As it was the first 

time, during four years, that my master 
had made me the companion of his voyage, 
I drew from it the happy presage of soon 
seeing an end to my captivity ; for, on some 
of the coasts at which we should touch, I 
doubted not meeting with Europeans whom 
I might soften in my favor and prevail om 
to assist me in effecting my escape: little 
did I foresee the means by which I should 
be restored to my dear master! At the end 
of their brutal repast, the Cacique, intoxi­
cated with brandy, ordered me to fill him 

another glass: I imprudently ventured to 

represent to him mildly the injury he would 
do himself; but instead of taking this as a 

mark of my good-will, he seized me by the 

throat, exclaiming in a rage, ..c\.h ! ,vhito 

lllere 
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tlog, thou hast certainly robbed me-die, 
wretch ! and may thy thousand souls go to 
the se1s, to increase the storms, and form 
the fires of Heaven ! Saying this, he gave 
me seyeral stabs with a knife; but none of 
them were, happily, directed to the heart. I 
had sufficient strength to retreat ; and not­
withstanding the effusion of blood, gained a 
cave, in which I sunk down exhausted, and 
must have perished, had not Heaven in 
mercy conducted you, my dear master, to 
the spot. 

Eleanor and Ambrose, who had listened 
very attentively to Pe~er's narrative, were 
highly incensed against the Cacique, and 
expressed their indignation in very forcible 
terms: but Peter encleavoured to moderate 
it, by observing that the Caribs, though 
<''.tpricious and cruel, were only so when con­
tradicted. They cannot, said he, bear t') be 
dictated to ; t 1 ir pnde upon this point is 
inconceivable ; but they are h urnane, and have 
great compassion for women and children. 

This lecl the Colonel to make some in­
,quiries concerning the laws and manners of 

H3 
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the Caribs, and especially whether they were 

as sanguinary and fond of feeding upon hu­
man flesh, as they were represented by Eu­

ropeans. 

Nothing, Sir, said Peter, can be more 

false; they are certainly cannibals, or man­

eaters, but it is accidental, not from national 

taste: if they devour their enemies, it is in 

the transport of fury, in the heat of con­

quest, and even upon the field of battle. 

They do not like to be called savages; this 

name, they say, belongs to beasts of prey; 

they . equally detest that of cannibal, which 

they understand to be equivalent to man­

eater; but they are very fond of the title of 

Carib, because, in their primitive language, 

this word signifies a good warrior, a cou­

rageous man. The Caribs are in general 

tall and well-proportioned; they have agree­

able features except the forehead, which is 

flat and much sunk, a defect which gives 

them a ferocious air, and arises from a cus­

tom they have of pressing the heads of their 

.infants with a little board, tied fast behind, 

:md left there till the forehead has taken the 

tf 
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form they wish, and is become so flat, that 
without raising the head, they can see al­
most perpendicularly above them. 

This custom, said the Colonel, is not pe­
culiar to the Caribs; it is common to the 
savages in other parts of America, and is 
said to render the skin so hard, as frequently 
to have broken the swords of the Europeans 
when they made the conquest of Peru. 

The Caribs, Sir, saici Peter, dye their 
skins red, not only for ornament, but to pre­
serve them from being injured by the intense 
heat of the sun, and also to defend them 
from the mosquitoes and other insects, which 
have an antipathy to the smell of the oils, 
and different mixtures they use. The 
women, who are shorter than the men, and 
have a more sprightly air, decorate them­
selves with bracelets, ear-rings, and necklaces 
of glass beads and blue stones. From the 
age of twelve they wear also a sort of cotton 
buskin, which reaches about five or six inches 
above the ancle bone, and is wrought so 
closely to the leg that it is impossible to take 
1t off. The ornaments of the men arc fea­
thers aml small plates of a metal they call 
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caracoli; these they wear at their ears, nose, 
and under-lip. The houses of the Caribs 
are called carbets, and like those of the In­
dians of Guiana are of a singular form. The 
lateral parts are of reeds, and the covering 
of palm leaves, and the roof descending to 
the rafters gives to the whole the form of a 
hive. At the distance of ten paces is an­
other carbet, half as large, separated into 
two parts by a pallisade of reeds. The large 
carbet lodges the chief of the family; and 
the small one serves as a kitchen, and for 
the accommodation of the women and chil­
dren, who never enter the great carbet, but 
when the master wishes to receive them. 
The furniture of the women's carbet is bas­
kets and hammocks: of the men's, bows, ar­
rows, assagays, :;(, tied to the rafters, and 
hammocks; near which is gE:nernlly a coffer, 
musket, sabre, pistol, and cartouch-box, ef­
fects which they receirn in exchange from 
Europeans for the productions of their coun­
try. The women are very dexterous in a 
sort of wicker-work, of which they make 
their hammocks and very curious caskets. 

• A long dart . 
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In these caskets, which are so neatly wrought 
that no water can enter them, they inclose 
their jewels and attire, and when they go 
to sea, fasten them to the edge of their ca­
noes, that they may not lose any thing should 
they turn over, which very frequently hap­
pens. The Caribs, who took me out of the 
sea, had encountered, as we had, all the vio­
lence of the tempest, but without any alarm; 
tied like their caskets to their canoes, they 
follow the revolutions of the waves, turn 
with them, and continue their route when 
the danger is past. They have among 
them a sort of religion ; they worship the 
sun and moon, but they have neither temple 
nor form of worship. Some of their laws 
announce very good sense ; such, for exam­
ple, as not electing a grand Cacique till he 
has distinguished himself in war, and. is 
chosen by a plurality of voices : he must 
also have borne away the prize in swimming, 
strength, and fortitude. Surely, Sir, such 
a people ought not to be compared to savage 
beasts. 

The Colonel agreed with Peter, that such 
a comparison was by no means just ; ancl 
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then added, it has often surprised me that 
the children should, upon their arrival in 

the island, have found otter skins ; nay I 

myself, said he, found some very fine ones 

when l made my researches the day after 
the Caribs had been feasting : Do they not 
carry them away, or is it an act of forgetful­
ness? 

'Ihe latter, Sir, said Peter, appears to 
have been the reason. A trifle would di­
vert a Carib from the most important occu­
pation: they frequently take a deal of trou­
ble to accomplish an enterprise, and if they 
are attracted by another object, abandon the 
former, at the moment often in which they 
are on the point of succeeding. 

Peter had nearly complete<l. three-score 
years, but he was still active and vigorous; 
his health being perfectly re-established, he 
assisted at the tillage, grinding of the corn, 

and at the most laborious occupations. IIe 
was extremely attached to the Colonel, in 
\vhose and his father's service be had passed 
his youth; he was therefore treated by him 
rather as a faithful friend th ... n a domestic, 
especially now that one common misfortunt' 



Ill 

AMnROSE AND ELEANOK. 8~ 

united them. Peter soon became equally 
attached to Eleanor and Ambrose. He 
would sometimes take them upon his knee, 

"es and give them lessons of morality, which ex-
perience alone had taught him ; and some­

~~: times ho would play with them like a little 
,I. child; sing them Carib songs, and gambol 

in the manner of savages. In the mean 
while, under their indefatigable preceptor, 
they made a considerable progress in his­
tory, geography, the mathematics, poetry, 
and even music. The description which 
Peter had given them of a musical in­
strument called the balafo, used by the 

I ~ Caribs, had excited their emulation, and 
they invented and executed, under the direc­

.~ tion of 1.heir friend, one less complex and bar­
); barous: upon this they accompanied songs, 
t, of which they composed both the words and 

music themseli:es. The subjects were either 
their gratitude to the Supreme Being, their 
affection to each other, or the beauties of 

· their island, and the happiness they enjoyed 
in it with their dear Carlton and honest 
}>eter. 

Three years had revolved since the arri-
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val of Peter, and seven since his shipwreck_. 

·when the Colonel was one night alarmccl by 

confused cries or rather shouts near his 

cabin. He started from his hammock, 

opened the door softly and went out, but the 

night being extremely dark, he could not 

see any thing. The shouts still continued, 

but seemed at a much greater distance; he 

knew not what to think ; but unwilling, till 

urged by necessity, to alarm Peter or the 

children, ,vho were all three buried in sleep, 

he ascended a hill that bounded his inclo­

sure to the north, and looking down per­

ceived an immense cloud of sn~oke through 

which flames of every colour soon found a 

passage : the forest that bounded his in­

closure was on fire ! Oh Heavens ! ex­

claimed he, seeing the sparks carried to•• 

wards his cabin, my children-Peter-and 

suddenly darting from the hill, he awoke 

Peter, took Eleanor in one hand, Ambrose 

in the other, and flew with them to the 

sea shore ; while Peter, informed of all by 

the flames and smoke he saw in the air, car­

ried a few of the most valuable effects out of 

the cabin. He ,rould have l'eturned for 
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what remained, but the wind blowing from 
the North, carried so many lighted brands 
upon the little dwelling, that, wholly dried 
by the sun, it became in a few minutes a 
prey to the flames. It is impossible to form 

1 a just idea of the grief and consternation of 

•te 

the Colonel and his three companions : the 
children ran-screamed- and seemed ready 
to throw themselves into the flames to pre­
serve their beloved abode, while the Colonel 
and Peter beheld the fatal catastrophe buried 

1, 
• in a stupid dejection. The Colonel, how-

10· 
ever, at length recovering his usual firmness, 
bent his steps, followed by his little friends 
and Peter, toward the summit of a neigh­
bouring rock, whence, casting his eyes 

1U· 
round, he endeavoured to divine the cause of 

t\' 
a conflagration so fatal and unexpected. 

;~· 
On one side they beheld only a vast r)lain of -·d 

.:.-· fire, but lookiniz toward the sea, they saw a 
1ki LJ 

crowd of the Caribs carrying off their effects, 
and embarking precipitately in their canoes. 
The flames threw a reddish reflexion upon 
the savages, and rendered them visible at 
the l1istance of half a league on the sea, their 
arms extended and their eyes fixed upon th~ 
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burning forest. Little <loubt remained but 
that the disaster originated with them, and 
Peter, somewhat recovered from his terror, 
suggested a very probable cause. It is evi­
dent, Sir, said he, rhat the Caribs have, as 
usual, landed to hunt in the forest; and it 
appears to me very probable, that this acci­
dent may have happened through the 
stratagem they make use of to catch the 
parrots, which among other things they bar-
ter with the Europeans. · · 

Why, said the Colonel, do_ they use fire ? 
Yes, Sir, said Peter, they observe in the 

evening the trees upon which these birds 
perch, and when it is dark, tie to some of 
the lower branches an earthen pot in which 
they put lighted wood, and upon it gum 
and oimento; the thick smoke which arises 
renders the parrots so gi<ldy, that they fall 
down intoxicated, and become an easy prey to 
their pursuers, who immediately seize 
them, tie their feet and wings, and recover 
them by simply throwing water upon their 
heads. 

The mystery was now unravelled; it was 
no longer difficult to account for an accident 



AMBROSE AND ELEANOR. 87 

which had proved so fatal to our islande;:s ; 

hut alas ! the discovery of the cause did not 

ror, diminish the calamity. 

GU'. 

arr'. 

At break of day they descended from the 

r~ rock, and returned to the spot where once 
a it their beloved habitation had stood. Instead 

~Cl· of it they beheld a heap of smoking ashes ! 
the no furniture! no books! no shelter, they 

the 
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must forego all. 
In the mean while the fire raged with 

violence in the forest; at the encl of twelve 
clays it was not extinguished, and would un­

doubtedly have consumed the whole island, 

had the forest been adjacent to others; but 
it was absolutely alone, forming a sort of. 
thicket in the midst of an immense plain ; 
besides, the wind blowing from the north 
carried the flakes of fire upon the cabin only, 

and consequently toward the sea. 
During these twelve days the Colonel was 

revolving in his mind different pluns, and 

was undetermined whicr to pursue. He 
saw plainly that he must build another ha­

bitation if he remained in the island; but 

he did not stop here: the idea of making 
his escape from it had long been the favour­

ite subject of his meditations ~ he had con-
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ceived a project which he believed to be 
practicable though hazardous, and nothing 
had prevented his putting it into execution, 
but his affection for Eleanor and Ambrose, 
whose extreme youth had hitherto rendered 
them less able to encounter the dangers and 
fatigues that must unavoidably attend the 
e11terprisc : but now that he was stripped of 
all, that he found himself once more on the 
island without habitation, without furniture, 
without any thing to render his abode in it 
clesirable, he began again to revolve hjs fa­
vourite project. If it were possible, said he 
to himself~ to construct a canoe-TH y toob 
cannot be consumed, I shall find them among 
the ashes. If, I say, it were possible in this 
canoe to gain the islands inhabited by Eu­
ropeans ! The "\Yest Indies form a half 
circle, so that if we missed one we should 
unavoidably arrive at another; Cuba, St. 
Domingo, Jamaica, any of those islands 
would facilitate our return to England. 
v'Vhat a delightful reflection ! But may we 
not, said he, recollecting himse]f, fall into 
the hands of the Caribs, by whom we are 
to all appearance surround.eel ? 1\.Iy own 
life I have a right to risk, hnt ought I to 

t, 
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· expose to slavery, to the danr.;ers of ship­
wreck, two unfortunate children, for whom 
Heaven has rendered me responsible? The 
Colonel rested some time on this idea; but 
the hope of seeing England, and of restor­
in(]' to societv two bein

0
as i.vhose hearts and 

0 -
manners he had formed, in the end prevailed, 
and he resolved to hazard all rather than 

~- give up an enterprise that flattered him with 
such pleasing prospects. 

I1 ~s phn we11-d:z"sted, he communicated 
f. it to Peter; but this ,. ary old man, far from 
"" approving, remonstrated with his master 
1, upon the danger of the un<lertaking. Ah ! 
~, Sir, said he, reflect, consider, I beseech you, 
·o 
L' what will be the consequence should we again 
,. expose ourselves to the fury of an element, 

1 
'! that has already proved so fatal to us. 

jd But Peter, said the Colonel, you ha,:e 
~:. seen the construction of a canoe; you have 
l even guided one . 
.I I agree, Sir, said Peter, that I have; I 
~ 

know very well how to work a canoe; I hope 
I should not overset you : nay, I could per­

-re haps shun the rocks-but still it is necessary 
to know where to steer to. 
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Do not be alarmed about that, Peter, said 
the Colonel ; we can steer towards St. Do­
mingo, should we miss that, we shall find 
some other of the \Vest-India Islands inha­
bited by Europeans. 

But the Caribs, Sir, said Peter, think, 
should we fall into their hands ! 

True, Peter, said the Colonel, but you 
know the Isle of Friz ;-we can avoid that. 

But, Sir, said Peter, we are undoubtedly 
surrounded by the Caribs. 

I-leaven, interrupted the Colonel, will 
protect us ; deprived of all that has hitherto 
rendered our abode in this island tolerable, 
we have only a melancholy alternative. More 
he said to this purpose, till Peter, overcome 
at length by arguments and importunities, 
consented to embark in an enterprise of 
which he clearly foresaw all the dangers : 
more perhaps thar1 really existed, for being 
himself ignorant of geography or navigation, 
he beheld the success of the voyage as much 
more uncertain than the Colonel did. 

The children leaped for joy; the plea­
sure of going on the sea, of seeing strange 
countries, rendered them blind to the perils 

I .• .,, 
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they were to encounter; they saw only the 
end of the voyage, without bestowing a 
thought on the accidents that might inter­
rupt it. 

The enterprise being resoh-ed upon, they 
began to remove the ashes and seek for their 

tools, ,vhich they happily found in a state fit 

to make use ot~ excepting that it ·was neces­
sary to whet them and to make new handles, 
which was the business of three days. The 

next object was, to fix on a tree calculated 

for the purpose of constructing a canoe ; and 

after much deliberation, the cocoa tree, of all 

the island produced, was preferred, not only 
on account of its enormous size, but of the 
nature of its wood, which is soft, porous, and 
easy to work. One of these trees was with­
out loss of time rooted up, the trunk cut to 
about the length of fifteen feet, and the bark 
stripped off. It was then put upon the 
stocks, and with the help of the fire and 

hatchet hollowed, a work that was very long 

and laborious. The bottom remained flat, 

and the sides, four feet high and fifteen 

inches thick, inclined rather inward. The 

two extremities, lengthened into a point, 



turned up a little, that the vessel might 
more easily tack about. Our workmen then 
scraped the ;jurface with flints, ancl thus 
completed their canoe, which when :finished 
was fifteen feet long, six wicle, and four deep. 
A ma t ancl rigging were next to be added, 
bnt this ·was not the most difficult part of 
the work, a strong Lranch was the mast ; 
rushes woven into a mat made sails, and the 
leaves of the palm tree twisted, became strong 
and solid cordage. As our carncntflrs had V L 

neither iron nor nails, the whole was joined 
with tenons and mortises, and fixed with 
wooden pegs. Peter did not forget to re­
mind his master that the negroes fasten to 
the sides of their canoes strong cables, that 
may be stretched horizontally in case of 
need. To these, Sir, said he, as I have 
before told you, they tic themselves, that 
when the tempest agitates the canoe, or 
causes it to turn over, they may follow the 
revolutions of their barks. The Colonel 
took the same precaution, and at the end of 
a month the little bark was finished, and 
nothing remained but to launch it: a work 
which was performed with grectt ease; for 
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the Colonel having taken care to fix rollers 
under his stocks, by means oflevers, the wholE 
was gradually moved to the sea, where the 
rollers were lost and the bark swam. 

Destitute of proper tools for the under­
taking, our reader must judge of the activity 
that was employed to root up, cut, shape, 
hollow, and smooth a tree of such a size. 
The possibility of effecting it might even be 
doubted, were it not known that diligence 
and resolution are great masters, which sur­
mount obstacles, smooth difficulties, and 
render every thing possible to the man who 
is enterprising and persevering. 

Their departure ·was fixed for the eighth 
clay of the month of l\iay. On the evening 
that preceded it, the Colonel made the two 
children sit down at his si<le, and spoke to 
them in these terms : 

To-morrow, my dear pupils, we shall 
leave our island : to-morrow we shall resign 
ourselves to a capricious element in pursuit 
of man : alas ! you may, perhaps, one day 
regret the peaceful country, in ·which you 
have till now lived so happily ! You may 
one <lar reproach me with having caused 
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you to forsake it. No matter: I do my 
duty, if, as I trust, my confa1ence in this 
enterprise is a secret counsel of that benign 
Being who has hitherto watched over you. 
]Jan, my children, is not formed to live 
Dlone; he must carry his imperfections into 
society, that he may feel them, and learn 
that true humility which can alone arise 
from a sense of his weakness. Excluded 
from the world, we are apt to ascribe to our­
selves a perfection which does not beloug to 
human nature, and forget that we arc called 
upon by tl1c Great Author of our being to 
combat and to conquer passions, of the in­
fluence of which we are alone insensible be­
cause strangers to the objects that would ex­
cite them. Can we, for example, assure 
ourselves, that we are exempt from the sor­
did passion of avarice, when no object is pre­
sented to excite our cupidity? Can we as­
certain the conquest ,,re have gained over 
ourselves, our progress in patience aml for­
bearance, before we arc con traclictecl ? 1 o, 
my children; it is in society alone tliat we 
can form a just estimate of ourselves ; self­
love may indeed delude us, but a cool and 
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oc; impartial e"{amination of our actions, and 
1b the motives whence they spring, will secure 
gn us from yielding implicitly to its dictates. 
iu, In society, my children, you will meet with 
re contradictions, anxieties, and a variety of 

r,:c cares from which a life of solitude would ex­
ar. empt you ; but be not discouraged : you 
c0 will experience equivalent pleasures ; your 

hearts will dilate in the thought that you <lo 
not exist for yourselves only; they will ex­
pand in love to all around you, and in pro­
portion as your opportunities of communi­

, '\) eating happiness increase, your own sources 
in· of enjoyment will multiply : but let me not, 
be· while I draw this inviting picture, forget to 
ex• remind you that the success of our purposed 
,re voyage is uncertain; we are on the point 
! ,. of committing ourselves to the caprice of the 

ocean, in a bark the work of our unskilful ~re-
ar hands :-our route is by no means certain.-

0111 
The West-India Islands are numerous; if 
'We miss one, I trust we shall arrive at ano .. 
ther; but many of them are inhabited by 
the Caribs, and I need not repeat. the conse .. 
quence should we fall into their hands. I 
do not make these observations, my chil~ 
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dren, to discourage you; no, my own hopes are 
sanguine; they are besides founded upon 
rational and solid grounds : but I would 
recall to your minds, tco soon elated with 
the prospect of success, the necessary reflec­
tion, that our enterprise is in the hands 
of God, to whose decrees, whether they 
tend to prosper or frustrate it, it is our duty 
to submit with pious and cheerful resigna­
tion. 

Ambrose and Eleanor listened with at­
tention to the disconrse of their friend, and 
in silence lifted up their hearts to the Su­
preme Being, and implored his protection. 

They then with renewed vigour set about 
conveying on board of their little bark the 
few articles that had been preserved from 
the conflagration. Among these were their 
tools, and a Carib casket containing some 
jewels, and the letter and articles found t,pon 
Derley. These last the Colonel had so 
much at heart, from the hope that they 
might one day lead to the discovery of Am­
brose and Eleanor's parents, that he secured 
them about his own person, in case of ship­
wreck or other accident. They laid in also 
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a store of rush mattings and cordage made 
of palm leaves, and thus having completed 
their little cargo, retired to rest in expecta­
tion of the next day, which was to be that 
of their departure. The Colonel could not 
close his eyes all night ; the success of his 
approaching voyage, which at a distance 
hope had represented nearly as a certainty, 
now ap1Jearecl doubtful; he feared, not for 
himself, but for those who were to accom­
pany him, especially for the children: they, 
said he, have scarcely enterrd the n'!orning 
of life, and I presume to expose them to the 
caprices of the waves ; to the dangers of 
shipwreck ! Almighty Father, continued he, 
looking with fervour toward Heaven, pro­
tect them ! but if they must perish, suffer 
me to perish with them ; let me share the 
punishment of a crime of which I alone 
shall be guilty. These reflections were ne-, 
vertheless counterpoised by others more 
pleasing; he still flattered himself with ar­
riving at a port of safoty, and the thought 
of returning to England once more lulled 
him in a plcasi11g delusion. From this he 
was at length roused by the return of light; 

K 
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the sun gilt the tops of the mountains, and 
he arose in haste, but the children and 
Peter had been before hand with him, and 
were amusing themselves with carrying into 
the vessel different sorts of grain, salted fish, 
and other provisions, that were previously 
prepared, and undoubtedly very needful to 
undertake a voyage, the term of which was 
uncertain. One thing, however, which had 
till now escaped their recollection, caused 
some cm barrassmcn t : this was means to 
carry fresh water, equally necessary as the 
other part of their stores. The difficulty 
was, however, soon surmounted by Peter, 
who presently forrned with planks, in the 
bottom of the vessel, a reservoir for the pur­
pose. To prevent its leaking, he stopped 
the joints with leaves dipped in a sort of re­
sinous gum, which had the property of being 
impenetrable to the water, and when it was 
filled, he closed it very exactly, to defend it 
against the motion of the bark, which he 
feared might throw out the water. 

In two hours all was ready, and nothing 
was thought of but setting sail, when on a 
sudden Ambrose, seeming to recollect him-
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self, entreated the Colonel for a few minutes 
to delay their departure. 

"\Vith all my heart, Ambrose, said the 
Colonel ; but tell me, do you leave your 
island with regret ? 

No, father, said .Ambrose, we have no­
thing to regret, since we take you with us; 
but we have forgotten-Eleanor, you know 
what I mean-come with me-quick, quick. 
Saying this, he took her hand, and, with­
out farther explanation, set off across the 
plain, and was out of sight in an instant, 
If the reader be desirous of knowing whither 
Eleanor and her brother were running with 
so much precipitation, he need only ask his 
heart, and he will strongly suspect it was to 
the tomb of their goou friend Derley. 0, 
yes, said Eleanor, as they ran across the 
plain, indeed we forgot - it was very un­
grntefuJ in us not to think of taking a last 
farewell of him. They presently arrivep. at 
the grave, upon which, as a small memorial, 
thev had placec.l lar(Te stones. something in ., b , 

the form of a tomb. IIere, with full hearts, 
they prostrated themselves, hand in hand, 
and began sevtral phrases' which they could 
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not £nish. Farewell - farewell, Derley ! 
said they. Poor Derley ! we shall never sec 
you more, but we will always think of you. 
Poor Dcrley ! There he lies, sister. Yes, 
brother, he w-ill be always there.-Farcwell, 
Derley, farewell, \ve will always remember 
you.-Y cs, Eleanor and Ambrose will keep 
you always in their hearts. 

Having thus giYen free course to thrir 
gratitude, they rose to return to the sea­
shore, when on a sudden they started back, 
struck with a noise entirely new to them. 
They looked at each other ;-the noise was 
repeated :-It is a clap of thunder, brother, 
said Eleanor. No, returned he, it is not 
thunder. The noise was repeated a third 
time ;-their knees bent under them, and 
Eleanor sank without sense or motion on 
the turf. "\Vhile Ambrose was supporting 
her, ancl endeavouring to recall her senses, 
confused sounds of distant voices caught his 
ear, Ambrose, Eleanor, was repeated more 
than once: he knew not what to do ;-he 
would have run from the spot, but affection 
to his sister withheld him. Rise, rise, my 
c1ear Eleanor, said he, we arc called ; it is 
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the voice of our father; but some time 
elapsed before her senses returned. At 
length, supporting her as well as he could, 
he ran precipitately towards the seashore; but 
instead of going to that side whence the voice 
proceeded, by a natural impulse he took a path 
that led to that part of the shore where they 
had left the Colonel and Peter. They ar­
rivecl at the spot, but their friends were not 
there ; their vessel was still on the waves, 
but no other trace of their friends remained. 
Ambrose and Eleanor were too much alarm­
ed to form any settled ideas ; thC'y ran here 
and there, repeatedly calling Father! Peter! 
and invoking Heaven to hear and pity their 
anxiety.-A cluster of rocks at length set 
some bound to their despair. Brother, said 
Eleanor, it strikes me that we shall find them 
ainong these rocks. Heaven grant that we 
may, said Ambrose. 

The path they took, winding, by degrees 
brought them to an eminence, whence their 
view comprehending a larger extent of the 
ocean, they discerned a small vessel sailing 
from the island with the greatest rapidity. 
This sight increased their grief; they doubt-
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ed not that their friends were in the vessel, 
and that the Caribs, or other cne1nies, had 
forced them from the island. Im movable 
with grief, their eyes swimming in tears, 
they remained upon the rock till the bark 
totally disappeared, and then bursting anew 
into a flood of sorrows, descended with heavy 
steps by a winding path, which brought 
them imperceptibly to a part of the shore at 
some distance from that where they had as­
cended: but what a spectacle of horror struck 
their sight ! a disfigured corpse, covered with 
bloodJ lay on the sands ! the upper jaw and 
skull had been carried away; but the height 
and clothes corresponding, they doubted not 
that their generous protector lay extended 
before them. Eleanor shrieked, and again 
fell senseless on the ground, and Ambrose 
reduced almost to the same state, had 
scarcely strength or courage to search for 
proofs to destroy or confirm their dreadful 
susp1c10ns. His heart revived, upon ob­
serving that the hands of the unfortunate 
victim were small and soft, v,hereas those of 
their friend were hard, and much sunburnt ; 
the Colonel lrore no stockings, but the de-
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ceased did : and upon a close examination, 
he found that their clothes in many particu­
lars differed. As for honest Peter, he had 
no fears on his account, as, beside being 
much smaller, he was habitccl in skins. 
Convinced that it was neither the Colonel 
nor Peter, he flew to Eleanor, who began to 
revive, and communicated the joyful intelli­
gence ; but the idea of its being their friend · 
had so strongly impressed her mind, that it 
was not till after she had rcpeateclly ques­
tioned her brother, and examined the proofs, 
that she could be persu2ded her suspicions 
were unfounded. For farther satisfaction, 
Ambrose searched the pockets of the de­
ceased, and found in them a pocket-book .. 
knife, pipe, and other articles which they 
well knew their friend did not possess. This 
removed every <loubt: tears of joy mingled 
with those of woe were shed on both sides; 
it was not their friend ; the dreadful cer­
·tainty of his being no more was removed; 
and hope, if it did not speak peace to their 
hearts, at least suspended the violence of 
their grief. They began to discourse with 
more calmness on what had happened, 
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and attempted to form some conjectures 
on the cause of their misfortune. At 
the side of the deceased, they found a 
weapon, which, by the description they 
had heard, they judged to be a pistol. This 
they concluded, had deprived him of life, 
but all beyond was a mystery they could not 
penetrate. Tired with conjecture, they 
were turning from the melancholy spot, when 
Ambrose obsf:rved to his sister, that it was 
necessary, in some way or other, to dispose 
of the unfortunate man before them. 1Yhe­
ther he were a friend or an enemy, Eleanor, 
said he, we owe him the duties of humanity ; 
this was a lesson taught us by our dear fa­
ther, and shall we neglect to practise it ? 
He then went in pursuit of a wooden spade, 
and presently returning, dug a hole in the 
~and, in which, assisted by Eleanor, he with 
great toil and difficulty deposited the corpse. 
They then, hand in hand, took their way 
along the shore : the sight of their little bark~ 
at length recalled the remembrance of theu· 
friend, and renewed the violence of their" 
grief: they stopped to give vent to their 
tears, and then sitting clown on the point of 
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a rock, were for some minutes lost in melan­
choly reflections : at length Eleanor brokf' 
silence ; - I am persuaded, said she, that the 
Caribs have forced them from the island. 
There is more reason, returned Ambrose, to 
think that it was other enemies ; the man 
whom "~e have just buried is not a Carib; 
he is dressed like our father. 

True, said Eleanor, but a thought has 
struck me; perhaps, like Peter, he has been 
made p1·isoner by the Caribs; it is very pos­
sible, that he may have lost his life in the 
defence of our dear father. 

Ambrose paused a moment upon this 
idea. ,vhat you suggest, sister, said he, is 
certainly possible; the unfortunate man we 
have seen may have lost his life in defence 
of our father, but the vessel we saw was 
certainly very different from the canoes of the 
Caribs. 

It certainly, said Eleanor, appeared very 
different; but the distance was great, our 
eyes might deceive us ; for my part, I 
scarcely knew what I felt or what I saw. 

That is true, said Ambrose; but yet I 
mn satisfied, from the description I have had 
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from my father, that what we saw was a 

European vessel. 

But the C:!ribs, said Eleanor, are so ac0 

customed to land upon tbis island-

"\V ell interrupted Ambrose, Caribs or 

Europeans, would to Heaven they had taken 

us with them ! For "nY part, I would rather 

have endured slavery, nay death itself, than 

what I now feel. 
And so would I, said Eleanor. Oh, Am­

brose, our dear father ! can we ever forget 

him !--Peter too--

A burst of sorrow cnncluded. The day 

was spent in lamentations and vain conjec­

tures, ancl at night they returned with slow 

ar;d heavy steps to the care, which since the 

conflagrntion had served them as an abode. 

Here every object reminded them of their 

loss, and renewed the violence of their grief; 

- here their clear protector hacl discoursed 

,vith them ;-here they had partaken with 

him the last meal ; they wept, they recol­

lected a thousand instances of his kindness, 

which did but aggravate their sorrow. At 

length, nature exhausted, called for repose. 

Eleanor sunk into an uneasy slumber: Am-
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brose did the same, but presently started 
from it, and began again to ponder upon the 

r:- dreadful events of the preceding <lay ; his 
thoughts hurried him from one thing to 

rr another, till an idea occurred, which fixed 
en -effectual} y his attention, and revived his 
cf hopes. He impatiently waite.d for the re• 
n turn of day, that he might communicate it 

to his sister, who no sooner awoke, than he 
u.• addressed her in these words :-"\Vhat can it 
•:t aYail us, sister, to remain in an island, where 

every object reminds us of the happiness we 
Ly have lost? Our bark is, you know, ready, 
,c• it is rigged, stored, every thing is complete. 
o'I' 1Vhat hinders us from putting to sea? If 
1e we remain here, we must for ever give up the 

hope of seeing our dear father again; whereas, 
if we put to sea, it is possible 'i-ve may arri \ e 
at some island, where we may hear tidings of him. 

But, said Eleanor, starting at so daring an 
enterprise, we do not know how to guide a 
canoe-and then the Caribs. 

As to the guiding of a canoe, said Am­
brose, I have heard Peter describe it so often; 

r." that I have no fears upon that head; and !ls 
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to the Caribs, we must avoid them : we, as 

well as my father, know the islands that are 

• inhabited by the Europeans, and can easily 

steer toward them. 

Yes, said Eleanor, we know them very 

well upon the map, but when we are upon 

the great ocean--

\V ell, sister, said Ambrose, I do not de­

sire to force you: but for my part, as I have 

told you before, I would rather endure 

slavery, or even death, than this dreadful un­

certainty upon our dear Carlton's fate. 

I would risk every thing, said Eleanor, 

were there a hope of discovering him; but 

our success is very uncertain ; ·we may never 

reach the islands inhabited by Europeans, 

and if we do, may not--

\V ell, interrupted Ambrose, provoked at 

the obstacles his sister raised to a project 

upon which his imagination already began to 

be much heated, I see that you are averse to 

what I propose. 

You cannot surely think, brother, said 

Eleanor, that I am [lVerse to any thing that 

can afford a reasonable hope of :seeing 

again our dear father ; but we incur certain 
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clanger in this enterprise, and after all, our 
success fa uncertain ; if we escape the Caribs, 
and the dangers of the sea, we may not gain the information we wish. 

I agree, my dear sister, said Ambrose, 
that it is possible our inquiries may not 
prove successful; but on the other hand, 
there are rational grounds to suppose that 
they may. The vessel which conveyed our 
friends from the island was undoubtedly 
European ; it is therefore highly probable, 
that among Europeans we may find them. 
Cuba, St. Domingo, Porto Rico, and the 
other islands inhabited by Europeans, lie 
near to each other and without doubt have a 

•· communication ; if we reach one, we shall 1

' easily extend our inquiries to others, and it 
will be hard indeed if we do not somewhere 

I 

· gain the intelligence. we seek. Courage and ._ perseverance, sister, are necessary to eYery •~ enterprise: without these, our dear father 
has often told us, nothing can be eft't!cted, 
and with them, few things are impossible. 

And do you really think, brother, said Eleanor, half-persuaded to listen to a pro_ 
jcct, which, though it at first alarmed her, 
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held out the soothing hope of recovering their 

lost friends ; do you realJy think we may reach 

the islands you speak of? 

I am persuaded that we may, said Am­

brose; I do not pretend to suppose, that we 

are not to encounter dangers and difficulties; 

but, my dear sister, had circumstances been 

reversed, had my father's fate been ours, and 

he left to lament our loss, do you think dan­

gers or difficulties would have retarde<l his 

pursuit? No, be assured his affection would 

have surmounted every difficulty ; and shall 

we, who owe all to his goodness, fear to en­

counter the perils of the sea, or perhaps sla­

very (for this is the worst that can happen), 

rvhen the delightful hope, however distant, 

is afforded of seeing him, and sharing, if we 

cannot alleviate, his misfortune ! Recollect, 

my dear sister, with what tenderness he has 

watched. over our infancy, how studious he 

has been to cultivate our minds, and train 

our hearts to virtue ! Reflect upon the 

many-
Say 110 more, brother, interrupted Elea­

nor, upon whose feelings this last argument 

operated more powerfully than all the rest, 
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I am ashamed of my fears, and will from 
this moment be wholly guided by your ad­
vice. The Almighty will, I trust, grant 
us his protection, and guide us to our dear 
father, our best, our only friend. 

Such was the discourse of Eleanor and 
Ambrose before they left the cave. They 
then fell upon their knees, implored the pro­
tection of the Supreme Being, and walked 
towards the sea-shore discoursing upon their 
project. The sun was by this time risen, 
and the sea calm, and, reflecting in its va­
rious undulations the purple colours of the 
firmament, seemed to invite their confidence, 
an<! engage them to embark. They stopped 
a few minutes; entered the vessel, and cut 
the cable that fastened it to the shore. In 
an instant it was in motion. Eleanor, see­
ing the shore recede from her, shrieked and 
would have returned to the island; but Am­
brose, affecting the greatest fortitude, em­
ployed all his eloquence to encourage his 
sister, and at last succeeded. A wind pre­
sently arising from land, drove them into the 
open sea, and their beloved isle soon Yanish­
ed from their view. The sun, in the mean-
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while,hadrun more than halfhis course, and the 
weather, which had till now been favourable, 
on a sudden changed ; thick clouds obscured 
the air, the sea ran high, and some drops of 
rain threatened an approaching storm; all na­
ture seemed to prepare for a great revolution. 
Ambrose, though alarmed, endeavoured, by 
every argument he could suggest, to encou­
rage and persuade his sister there was no 
danger; but the horror which, in spite of 
his efforts to appear serene, was impressed on 
his countenance, and the gulf, which from 
time to time opened and threatened to swal­
low them, spoke too forcibly not to be under­
stood. Eleanor, nevertheless, encouraged 
by the example of her brother, summoned 
all the resolution she was mistress of, and 
resolved if it were the will of Heaven that 
they should perish, to meet death with forti­
tude. The weather, however, which conti­
nued foul till the middle of the night, at 
length cleared, and gave place to the moon, 
which, reflecting her silver disk upon the 
waves, somewhat reanimated the courage of 
our poor voyagers, more cmbarrassc<l on the 
liquid clement than were heretofore the first 
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navigators. But on a sudden a new object 
excited their terrors. On the top of their 
mast shone a light, which to their troubled 
imagination seemed fire descending from 
Heaven, to consume their vessel. This, 
though an appearance familiar to mariners, 
and the natural consequence of a heated and 
damp atmosphere, struck them with incon­
ceivable horror: They clasped each other 
closely, and fixing their eyes upon the elec­
tric flame, had neither power to ,veep nor 
speak. Nor was this all : the sea still ran 
high. Sometimes their little bark rose upon 
the billows, and then again seemed to sink 
into the depth of the vast ocean never to 
rise. Death every instant presented itself to 
their view, and they could only wonder that 
they had not already met it in the waves. 

Thirty hours they remained in this anxi­
ety, scarcely daring to stir, and only from 
necessity taking a little of the nourishment 
their vessel afforded. At length, near the 
close of the day, the wind changing carried 
them toward a coast, which, on the £rst 
view, appeared to be desert; but, on ap­
proaching it, they distinguished men run• 
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ning in crowds upon the sands to examme 
their bark. Their hearts rebounded at the 
sight of land: they perceived by the dress 
and colour of the islanders that they were 
not Caribs, and, far from being alarmed, 
were inspired with the greatest confidence. 
'.rhey rejoiced at the prospect of being once 
more safe upon land, and hoped soon to hem 
news of the Colonel and Peter, as if (such 
was their simplieity) all the ·world were 
obliged to know them. 

1Vhen they were near land a little boat 
took them on board and carried them on 
shore: but the astonishment of the islanders 
upon finding two children habited in skins, 
.alone, in a bark ingeniously constructed and 
furnished with different sorts of provision, is 
not easy to be described; a thousand ques­
tions were in _an instant put to them, to 
'Which they answered in English, have you 
seen Colonel Carlton or Peter ? "\Vhere are 
they ? In pity tell us, we are seeking 
them, &e. 

All this was incomprehensible to the 
islanders, who were Spaniards; but o 1e 
imong them who understood Englis11, acted 
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as interpreter, and answered by assuring them 
that they knew nothing of the persons of 
whom they spoke. 

The noise of their arrival, and the singu­
lar circumstances that attended it, soon 
reached the ears of the governor, to whose 
palace they were conducted, amidst a crowd 
of people, whom curiosity had drawn toge­
ther. 

The Governor viewed them with surprise., 
put several questions to them, and seemed 
to be much pleased with their youth and 
-Gimplicity. Ambrose and Eleanor, giddy 
with all they saw and heard, answered only 
in monosyllables, or by something in which 
the Colonel or Peter always made a part. 
The governor who spoke English, in vain 
assured them he d-id not know their friends ; 
solely occupied with the idea, they would 
absolutely insist upon his knowing them, 
and giving them the information they wish­
ed. At length, after repeated questions, the 
Governor made them sit down, and address­
.ed them to this effect : -My children, you 
appear to me to be amiable and wise ; I am 
Sovereign of this island, which is called St. 
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V errado, one of the Bahama isles ; I made a 
discovery of it twelve years ago, and have 
established in it a colony, of which I am 
chief. You shall remain at my Court, and 
shall have no reason to regret the country 
you have left As for this Colonel, who 
seems to interest you so much, I will cause 
him to be sought ; do not make yourselves 
uneasy, you shall have news of him shortly. 
Poor children! how old are you? Do you 
know? 

Ambrose replied, "\Ve are almost fifteen. 
And what is your name ! said the gover-

nor. 
I am called Ambrose. 
And you? 
Eleanor. 
\Vell, Eleanor, said the Governor, come 

near me: are you afraid? have I a had coun­
tenance? 

No, said Eleanor. "\V ell, then, continued 
he, draw near : you will be v~y happy here, 
and you too, Ambrose. 

A superb supper was now served up, dur­
ing which the Governor lavished on his 
young guests the most flattermg attentions, 
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.especially upon Eleanor, with whose beauty 
and artless graces he appeared much de­
lighted. Eleanor and Ambrose ate but 
little; though much comforted by the Go­
vernor's promises in behalf of their friend, 
they could not forget that they had lost 
him; besides their attention was wholly en­
grossed by the objects that surrounded them; 
-the ,vax-lights, the plates, the meats, the 
furniture, and then the clothes of the island­
ers ! all struck them with wonder and de­
light. They could only gaze and admire, 
they hac.l not leisure to eat, and scarcely 
could attend to the questions of the go­
vernor. Supper being at length ended, and 
a few hours having in some measure fami­
liarised the surrounding wonders, the go-

- vernor requested Ambrose to acquaint him 
more particularly with their adventures. 
He complied, and acquitted himself with 
the best grace imaginable; omitted no cir­
cumstance that was in the least interesting; 
spoke in the highest terms of their obliga­
tions to Colonel Carlton ; extolled the fi<lc­
Ety of Peter; and concluded with describing 
the manner in which they were deprived of 
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their friends, their grief, and the happiness 
they should experience could they be restored 
to them. 

The Governor thanked Ambrose for his 
narrative, and observing that rest was ne­
cessary after the fatigues they had under­
gone, ordered each to be conducted to a se­
parate apartment. The thought of a sepa­
ration, situate as they were among strangers 
and in a strange land, excited a painful sen­
sation, but propriety rendered it necessary, 
and they submitted. In the morning, how­
ever, at day-break, Ambrose hastened to his 
sister's apartment :-she w.as already up 
and when she saw her brother, melted into 
tears. 

"\Vhat is the matter, my dear sister, said 
he, why are you in tears? 

I do not know, replied Eleanor, but every 
thing here alarms me : I am afraid we shall 
be very unhappy. 

"\Vhy do you think so ? said Ambrose. 
I do not know, replied Eleanor, but there 

is something in this Governor that terrifies 
me very much. He is not like our dear 
Cadton. 
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True, Eleanor, said her brother, but what 
do you apprehend. 

I don't know, said Eleanor, but whenever 
he speaks, or looks at me, I cannot help 
trembling. 

Nay, my dear sister, said Ambrose, that 
is absurd : there is at present no cause for 
alarm; the Governor treats us with kindness, 
and gives us hopes of seeing our dear father; 
what can we desire more ! Besides, let the 
worst happen, if we are not happy here, we 
can embark again iu our vessel. 

I am, indeed, very foolish, said Eleanor, 
drying her tears; but you must allow, that 
there is something very forbidding in the 
countenance of this governor. 

I agree with you, sister, said Ambrose, 
that Don Lescar has neither the counte­
nance nor manners of our dear Carlton; 
but we are not on that account to conclude 
that he is base or treacherous : how often 
has our father described to us the diversity 
which reigns throughout human nature: he 
has told us, that a corrupt heart is frequently 
hidden under a pleasing set of features; 
and may we not equally infer, that a good 
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one may be concealed by an unprom1srng 
countenance ? 

In this manner, though not prepossessed 
himself in favour of their host, did Ambrose 
endeavour to calm the fears of his- sister, 
vVhile he was thus engagedJ a servant came 
to conduct them to Don Lescar. who re­
ceived them with great kindness, and excited 
their confidence by a thousand flattering 
promises. Eleano/s tranquillity was res­
tored; but the governor observing on her 
countenance, as on her brother's, the traces 
of melancholy and dejection, ordered one of 
his officers to show them the city, wishing 
to dissipate their sadness, and at the same 
time to impress them with an exalted idea 
of his magnificence. They accordingly set 
out under the conduct of their guide, and 
were much amused with observing the va­
riety which reigned in the persons, dress, 
and buildings, of the islanders : every thing 
was to them new and interesting. The 
houses, only one story high, were built with 
wood and bricks made of a sort of reddish 
earth found in the mountains ; the streets, 
long, spacious, and regularly built, formed a 
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star, the center of which was a spacious 
place, describing an exact pentagon. No 
shops were to be seen in the island ; the in­
habitants to the number of about four hun­
dred, men and women, lived upon the pro­
duce of a little field, which each cultivated 
behind his house. At the side of Don Les­
car ,s palace was a chapel, in which an old 
Dominican, who was held in great venera­
tion by the whole island, presided. vVith 
respect to the morals and customs of this 
Haytian colony, the reader will soon learn 
them from the mouth of an inhabitant, who 
will act an interesting part in the sequel of 
this history. 

The island was situated in ~5 degrees 15 
minutes north latitude, and 57 degrees 11 
minutes west longitude. It might be in 
length about six leagues,and in breadth three; 
nothing was wanting to neatness, conveni­
ence, or utility : the houses were built along 
the sea-coast to the east, where a port was 
formed, well fortified with a tower and ram­
parts. Here Eleanor and Ambrose stopped, 
while the officer, their guide, withdrew to 
converse at some distance with a friend whom 
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he had met. They sat down, and fixing 
their eyes upon their little bark, which re­
mained cha1 ned in the basin, were beginning 
to call to their remembrance the happy hours 
they had spent with their protector, when a 
little old man with a long white beard came 
and seated himself beside them, he looked 
stedfastly on them for some minutes, and 
then broke silence : 

Amiable, interesting children, said he, 
suffer an old man, whose head is white with 
age, to behold and converse with you: from 
the first moment I saw you on the quay, 
your you th, innocence, and misfortunes in­
terested me: as I view you, my heart ex­
pands: speak, amiable children, who gave 
you birth? 

We are ignorant replied Ambrose. In 
our infancy we were deserted in an uninha­
bited island : God sent us a father, a pro­
tector - he brought us up and instructed 
us; but we have just lost him, and had em­
barked upon the ocean, determined to seek 
him all over the world, when chance brought 
us to your country. 

How I pity you, my good children, said 
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the old w.an, how I lament that you must 
reside among men so wicked as those who 
inhabit this island ! 

"\Yhat do you tell us ! exclaimed Eleanor 
and Ambrose, alarmed. 

I tell you, my children, replied the old 
man, a melancholy truth; nothing but un­
bridled licentiousness reigns here : vice and 
folly divide the wretched inhabitants of St. 
Verrado. 

But Don Lescar, interrupted the children, 
has loaded us with kindness-he has pro­
mised us protection. 

Ah ! my children, said the stranger, his 
promises are made but to deceive and en­
tangle you in his snares. Fatal experience 
has rendered me wise ; suffer me then to 
warn you of your danger : it was for this I 
watched a favourable moment to accost you. 

Ambrose and Eleanor thanked the old 
man for the friendly interest he took in what 
concerned them, and assured him of their 
readiness to attend to his counsels; at the 
same time they could not forbear expressing 
their surprise, that he should continue to 

reside among such vicked people. Alas ! 
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my children, said the stranger, necessity, 
not inclination, detains me : would to Hea­
ven I could abandon this detested place! 
but fate has rendered it my prison. I-Iere 
the old man seemed for some moments 
overwhelmed with grief: then recollecting 
himself, and observing, by the intelligent 
countenances of his young auditors, the im­
pression his discourse made upon them, he 
resumed :-I see, my young friends, that 
my discourse surprises you: you know not 
what to think of it; but the history of our 
governor, with which a residence of some 
years in this island has fully acquainted me, 
will throw a full light on my subject. Don 
Lescar was born of a good family at St. Do­
mingo: being destined from his youth to 
the service of his country, he was sent by 
the governor of the island upon an expedition, 
in which he disgraced himself by unheard of 
enormities. Nothing withstood his rapacity ; 
by nature cruel and avaricious, and unawed 
by any principle of justice or humanity, he 
preyed upon the substance of the people he 
wus sent to defend. His depredations were 
at length made known to the goYcrnor and 
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he was tried, and condemned to pay the for­
feit of_ his life; but before the sentence was 
executed, one Blake, the captain of an Eng­
lish vessel, his most zealous partizan, and 
some others, partly by force, and partly by 
bribery, found means to set him at liberty. 
They sailed for South Carolina ; but near 
the Bank of Bahama were encountered by 
a violent tempest, which continued eight 
hours. vVhen it subsided they hoisted sail, 
but the winds proving contrary, and their 
yard and topmast being carried away, they 
were obliged to abandon themselves to 
chance, and at last found themselves near an 
island, which the pilot assured them was 
one of the L ucayos or Bahama Isles, which 
he said was probably yet unknown to Eu­
rope; for though Christopher Columbus 
disco, ercd forty, it is well known that more 
exist. \Vhilc the carpenter pursued his 
work Don Lescar, with his friend Blake, 
and a few others, advanced into the isle, 
which he found to be fruitful, but entirely 
unfreq ucntcd and wild. The singular idea 
of founding a colony immediately struck 
him ; he communicated it to his frjends and 

}! 5 
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to the whole crew, who having left their 
country to escape the punishment of their 
crimes, or upon different discontents, unani­
mously approved it: in short, they took 
possession of the island, tilled the land, and 
built commodious habitations ; but they had 
among them no women, and they wanted 
wives. In this dilemma, Don Lcscar, 
ever fruitful in expedients, recollected the 
stratagem made use of by the Romans to 
.carry off the Sabine women--.Lut I forget, 
my children, that you ai-.• unacquainted with 
the history of civilized nations-

Eleanor and Ambrose here interrupted 
him to observe, that t110ugh they had been 
brought up on a r:csert island, their kind 
friend had taught them that they were not 
the only beings existing in the world, and 
had acquainted them with the history of 
other countries. 

The old man then continued :-Don 
Lescar proposed to his comrades to make 
use of the same stratagem, and they accord­
ingly set sail for Cuba, an island inhabited 
by the Spaniards. There feigning them­
selves travellers come to see the coun~ry 

' .1 



•J 

n 

AMllROSE AND ELEANOR. 127 
they one night gave a fete on board their 
vessel to the ladies, who assembled to the 
number of sixty, with some gentlemen. I 
was unfortunately among the latter, for in 
the midst of our gaiety our perfidious hosts 
weighed anchor. The wind was favourable, 
and the vessel departed, while the people on 
shore gazed on us with the _utmost uncon­
cern, thinking Don Lescar's design was 
merely to afford us the pleasure of a little 
excursion on the sea; we too at first believed 
his intention to be no other, but fatally were 
we undeceived ! The vessel, which was a 
swift sailer, in spite of our prayers and tears, 
conveyed us to this island never to return. 
The men, myself only and a few others 
from whom they judged they had nothing to 
fear excepted, were all massacred: the women 
alone, who were the object of their treachery, 
werepreserved, and those assembled at thefete, 
being for the most part dissipated and aban­
doned, easily accommodated themselves to the 
terms offered by Don Lescar. A few, how­
ever, preferred death to becoming the wives of 
their base enslavers ; and these drag out a mi­
serable existence in the prisons of St, Verrado. 



"\Vhen the inhabitants were furnished 
with the necessaries, they began to think of 
the luxuries, of life; and Blake, at the head 
of a hum1red men, put to sea to pillage mer­
chant-men and other vessels : when he meets 
one superior in force to his own, he hoists 
the white flag, salut-es it with tlu:ee £res, and 
passes as a friend ; but if it has suffered 
from storms, or is inferior, he attacks it, 
throws out his grappling irons, and brings 
it in triumph into our port, taking always 
the cruel precaution to massacre all the men 
from whose courage or address he think.3 
he has any thing to fear. I-Ie acts the 
same with respect to the vessels which un­
fortunately put in here for repairs, or to 
take in water: violating every la,v of justice 
and hospitality, he murders the men, and 
seizes upon the women and cargo. By such 
means he has collected this little fleet of 
twenty sail, which you see in the basin, and 
has procured for the colony in profusion all 
that is necessary to encourage luxury, and 
secure the establishment of his colleague. It 
is seven days since he set out upon one of 
these expeditions ; he is not yet returned, 
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and his absence, so much longer than usual, 
begins to alarm the whole colony: It is not 
improbable that this villain may have met 
the just punishment of all his crimes. 

vVith respect to the V erradians, there is 
scarcely an excess to which they are not car­
ried; drunkenness reigns indiscriminately 
among them. As the prizes made by their 
vessels are divided in the public square 
among the inhabitants, they have a profusion 
of brandy and other spirituous liquors, which 
they employ to their own destruction ; even 
children are infected with this dreadful vice: 
there are already in the island upwards of 
two hundred who, corrupted by the example of their parents, before they have attained 
the age of reason lose the little they possess 
in draughts of brandy. The inhabitants 
are in continual strife, and sometimes kill 
each other, but this crime is punished with death. They know here no other employ­ment than dissipation, no other God than 
voluptuousness, and no other restraint than 
liberty. Thus enervated by idleness and 
excess, they arc not in a state to resist tho 
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slightest attack; a hundred men, could they 

discover and surprise it, would be sufficient 

to subdue the whole colony; but Don Lescar 

has prohibited any one,s leaving it without 

his order or permission under pain of death. 

Nor is this all ; the vessels you see here are 

with their boats chained in the basin, and 

he alone has the key of the chains. These 

strong palisades, those guards ready to fire 

upon the first who shall dare approach, ren­

der all access to the port impossible, and 

when once you set foot in St. Verrado, it is 

f' 1· r. or 1.e. 
Ambrose and Eleanor trembled at these 

<lreaclful words, which the stranger observing, 

hastened to divert their attention. 

Don Lescar, said he, notwithstancling 

these precautions, is sensible that other 

chains than those of force are necessary to 

bind his subjects ; he labours to render their 

state agreeable, that he may add those of in­

clination; with this -view he permits an un­

restrained licence, which he judges alone ca­

pable of attaching them. To confess the 

truth, all are satisfied with their condition ; 
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and :1mong them there is not a single inha­
bitant,myself exeepted,clesirous of quitting St. 
Verrado to inhabit another country. Every 
day there are superb entertainments at the 
palace of the governor, balls, concerts, and 
assemblies ; they love riut and dissipation, 
and they have it to their wish. Such, my 
children, are the laws of the Verradians; 
such their manner of life : endeavour to bear 
with it, and to accommodate yourselves to it 
if possible without wandering from the paths 
of virtue : live here, since I-leaven has sent 
you, wise, gentle, modest, temperate, and do 
not imitate the odious companions with 
whom you must associate. I will from time 
to time see and advise you, persuaded that you 
will be secret, and set some value on my lessons. 

Eleanor and Ambrose, astonished and 
shocked at all they heard, thanked the old 
man for his information, and expressed their 
readiness to be guided by his advice. Then 
seeing their guide, he bade them farewell, 
telling them at parting that he was called 
the Count d'Oresty. 

Don Lescar, upon their 
how they liked his city ? 

return, inquired 
But observing 
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the impression of melancholy, which not~ 

withstanding their efforts to appear cheerful, 

the discourse of the Count d'Oresty had left 

upon their countenances, he expressed his 

displeasure. Eleanor and A mbroso excused 

themselves, attributing it to the concern 

they could not help feeling for the loss of 

their protector. This was the first time 

they had ever known dissimulation, or felt 

the necessity of it. And wherefore, said the 

governor, this unavailing sorrow ? This 

Carlton, you say, was your friend and pro­

tector-well, henceforth I will be so-I will 

love and protect you as well as l1e did : I 

will do more; I will cause all my subjects 

to honour and respect you. Besides a 

thought has struck me concerning your 

friend; the manner in which he and Peter 

disappeared is singular ; I have reflected 

upon it, and do not think it improbable, 

that you may in a very short time see him 

land in this island. 
Eleanor and Ambrose exclaimed in an 

extacy, How? Where? 1\1y Lord-do you 

know ?-Is there any hope of-

l-Iave patience, interrupted Don Lescar, 

scri 
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and be not so elated : what I suggest is 
merely conjecture: I will tell you upon 
what grounds. l\!Iy subjects frequently 
make short trips upon the seas for the pur­
pose of taking prizes : it is not a week since 
one of my captains sailed with about a 
hundred and fifty men ; now as the time 
agrees with that in which by your account 
your friends disappeared, it seems very pro­
bable, that he may have touched at the 
island and borne them away to increase the 
inhabitants of my colony. Can you de­
scribe the corpse you found lying on the ground? 

No, replied Ambrose, it was too much 
disfigured; but we found about it some 
papers and other articles which I will show 
you. Saying this, he searched his pocket 
and produced them; but no sooner had Don 
Lescar examined the papers than his coun­
tenance changed-Heavens! exclaimed he, 
what do I see! 'tis the hand-writing of my 
friend ! 'tis he himself: the hand of an as­
sassin has di,ided us for ever. ,vith these 
words he darted a furious glance upon Am­
brose, grasped the papers, and went out of 

N 
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the apartment without pronouncing a single 

word 
The children looked at each other amaz­

ed :-What have we done? said Eleanor. 

He thinks, said Ambrose, that the man 

who was killed upon our coast is his friend. 

Let us flee ? said Eleanor, alarmed, per­

haps he will revenge his death upon us. 

And why flee ? said Ambrose, were that 

~ even possible, when we may expect soon to 

see our dear father ; he will counsel and de­

fend us. 
Ah ! no, said Eleanor, he is without 

doubt murdered !-we can no longer enter­

tain a hope of seeing him. 

A deep silence ensued, and they remained 

overwhelmrd with the bitterest reflections. 

Two days elapsed before they saw the 

Governor; on the third he sent for them 

into his apartment; his countenance was 

gloomy and morose; but he received them 

with his former kin<lness. I have suffered 

much, my young friends, said he, since I 
saw you ; I have shed many tears, and it is 

this Carlton whom you regret so much who • 

has caused them to flow; banish him, there-
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fore, from your remembrance, as the enemy 
of one whom you must henceforth learn to honour and obey. 

Ah! my Lord, said Eleanor, falling upon 
her knees, pardon our dear protector :-the 
injury he has done you was involuntary: in 
his own defence-Pardon him; Eleanor on 
her knees entreats it. As a favour-

As a favour, sister, interrupted Ambrose bluntly, as Justice, you mean: had Don 
Lescar been in the place of our Carlton, ·would he not have done the same? 

Young man, said Don Lescar, incensed 
at the oblique reproof that was conveyed to 
him in these words, moderate your impe­
tuosity; remember that you arc in the pre­sence of your King. 

I respect your title, said Ambrose, though 
I know not what is due to it; but I appeal 
to your heart, to your probity: you believe 
that our Carlton has destroyed your friend : 
admitting it to be so, you know not the pro­
vocation: we are sure it was in defence of his 
life or liberty, and in this case is he not j us­
tined ? The man of honour should approve the actions that honour justifies. 



I 1 

136 AMlHtOSE AND ELEANOR. 

And do you, said Don Lescar, bred in 

solitary deserts, pretend to talk of honour? 

Do you pretend to know its laws? 

I know the rights of man toward man, 

said Ambrose, they are equal to all beings, 

common to all states. 
And so, said Don Lescar, with a sarcastic 

smile, knowing natural laws, you pretend to 

judge of those prescribed by civil society and 

religion ? Are these the fine maxims your 

friend has taught you? 
He has taught me, at least, said Ambrose, 

to despise irony and to brave pride. 

Don Lescar was incensed : Ungrateful 

wretch, said he, is this the return for all my 

favours? Tremble at the effects of my dis­

pleasure. 
It must be owned that the sentiments of 

Ambrose were uttered with an asperity and 

confidence that cannot be jastified: Don 

Lescar was his superior in years, had hos­

l)itably entertained him and his sister, an<l 

though the Count d'Oresty had destroyed 

the confidence they might otherwise haYe 1·e­

posecl in him, no personal injury had yet 

been offered; some respect was therefore due 
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to him; but bred in unfrequented wilds, ac­
customed to combat the beasts of the forest, 
and hardene<l by labour and fatigue, Am­
brose had contracted a certain roughness of 
character, which rendered him a little sa­
vage : he had never been contradicted; on 
this occasion he was : his heart, replete with 
the noblest sentiments, could not brook the 
pride of a man whom he not only consi­
dered as the enemy of his dearest friend, but 
degraded by his vices beneath the lowest of 
his species. Eleanor possessed equal strength 
of mind with her brother, but she was more 
timid; every thing alarmed her, because she 
more quickly foresaw the consequences. 
Terrified at the scene that was taking place 
between her brother and Don Lescar, ::.he 
endeavoured in vain to soothe them: Be calm, 
my Lord, said she :-Brother do not vex 
him. 

It is for your sake alone, Eleanor, said 
Don Lescar, that I can forget the insults 
and arrogance of a youth, who is unworthy a 
sister so beautiful and interesting: my heart 
is already weighed down with care ; the hand 
of an assassin has bereft me of a. faithful 
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friend and a valuable subject : it is you only 
who have power to console me: I love you 
Eleanor, you shall one day be queen of St. 
Verrado-Do you not understand me ? You 
are at pr~sent young ; I will be your guar­
dian and protector, but one day, I repeat it, 
you shall be my Queen. 

It is impossible to express the astonish­
ment of Eleanor : the idea of ever becoming 
the wife of Don Lescar, however distant the 
period might be, struck her with a horror 
which she could not conceal: he observed it, 
but not thinking it a time to enter farther upon 
the subject left the apartment; but with a 
look which taught his young guests they 
had every thing to fear if his will were re­
sisted. 

Oh! said Eleanor, what will become of us? 
Fear nothing, sister, said Ambrose, 

Heaven will protect us ; I trembled on the 
waves, I wept at our separation from our 
dear father and Peter, but I will never weep 
or tremble at the threats of a tyrant : we 
will endeavour to see our good old man; he 
will console and advise us. Saying this, 
they took their way toward the port, in the 
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hope of meeting Count d'Oresty, but they 
were that night disappointed; and several 
days elapsed before they saw him, except in 
the presence of witnesses, before whom it 
was impossible to discourse of any thing in­
teresting. During this time Ambrose and 
Eleanor had the mortification of hearing the 
most horrid execrations bestowed upon the 
name of Carlton; he was now universally 
believed to be the assassin of the naval 
Chief, and the arrival of the Venadian 
vessel was awaited with impatience, to sacri­
fice both him and his accomplice Peter to 
the vengeance of the people. Eleanor and 
her brother, therefore, far from looking with 
joy, as formerly, to the moment of his arri­
val, prayed fervently to Heaven that it 
might be retarded. In the mean while a 
<lelay so unusual began to alarm the inhabi­
tants, from the supposition of their vessel 
being captured, and a discovery made of 
.their retreat. The port was doubly guard­
ed, and the whole colony put into a state of 
defence; but in a short time their fears in­
sensibly decreased, and lulled in indolent se-
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curity, they returned to their former course 
of luxury and dissipation. 

Eleanor and .Ambrose continued to be 
treated as the distinguished gue:;ts of the 
Governor; but under this mask of kindness, 
it was easy to discern that Don Lescar con­
cealed an implacable hatred to Ambrose: he 
could not, without indignation, behold the 
pride and firmness of a youth whom he con­
sidered as a saYage; the strictness of his 
principles, and the solidity of his arguments, 
always on the side of virtue, incensed him; 
the unshaken attachment to which he at all 
times discovered to his dear friend, and the 
freedom with which, even at the peril of his 
life, he expressed his sentiments on this sub­
ject, was another cause of his disgust~ in 
short, his hatred arose to such a pitch, that 
had it not been for Eleanor, it is probable he 
would have ~acrificed him to his resentment. 
She, howaver, more soft and gentle, mediated 
between her brother and Don Lescar, and 
thus warded off the blow that might other­
wise have proved fatal. Eleanor, as ob­
served before, was now nearly fifteen; she 
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was tall and well made; her sun-burnt com­
plexion was fresh as the dew ; her teeth were 
white and regular, and her large dark eyes 
sparkled with intelligence and vivacity; her 
hair flowed negligently in natural _curls upon 
her shoulders, and there was a gentleness in 
her manners, and a grace in her least mo­
tion, that rendered her whole figure inex­
pressibly interesting. Don Lescar was 
struck with her innocence and beauty, and 
from the first moment of her arrival conceiv­
ed the idea of making her one day his wife. 
From this cause had arisen the favours he 
had bestowed on her and Ambrose-favours 
which they might justly have claimed from 
humanity and hospitality ; but Don Lescar 
was a stranger to both, and was too depraved 
to bestow upon other grounds than those of 
self-convenience or self-gratification. 

Ambrose and Eleanor had now more than 
once seen and communicated their griefs to 
the Count d'Oresty; the good old man sin­
cerely sympathised in their sorrows, and by 
his counsels endeavoured to confirm them in 
the principles of virtue. He often pointed 
.ont to them, in the wretched inhabi-



tan ts of St. Verrat1o, the fatal effects of luxury 
and intemperance : Behold, said he, their 
features distorted, their constitutions umler­
mined, their reason obscured, their faculties 
decaying even before they have attained their 
clue maturity, and their whole frame con­
vulsed with passions which degrade them far 
beneath the beasts which they despise; such, 
my children, is the price of pleasures which 
cloy in the possession. and which are pur­
sued more, perhaps, from habit than from 
inclination. He then set before them the 
superior advantages of a life of moderation 
and virtue, thus strengthening them against 
the temptations to which their innocence was 
exposed among the dissipated companions 
with which they were daily constrained to 
associate. One day as they were, as usual, 
discoursing upon their ruisfortunes, and la­
nienting the cruel necessity which doomed 
them to live under a tyrant whom they ab­
horred, having remained a few minutes si­
lent, the Cclmt addressed them in these 
words :-'\Vhen I reflect, my children, upon 
the dangers to which your innocence is ex­
posed, and that your lives arc scarcely ~afe 
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in a place where you are beheld as the friend 
of one who is universally belieYed to be the 
assassin of a man who, though stained with 
the blackest crimes, v,as nevertheless the idol 
of his comrades, I feel an irresistible desire 
to deliver you from so many perils: my own 
life is of little importance; in a few years I 
shall be removed to a country far beyond this 
circumscribed spot of earth. I ha.cl resolved 
to wait for this happy release in St. Verraclo; 
but your misfortunes, my children, the perils 
to which your innocence is exposed, have 
shown me the possibility of an escape, which 
would otherwise have remained undiscovered, 
as unsought. 

But, said Eleanor, our dear Carlton-we 
must. stay and take him with us. 

Yes, said Ambrose, we must take him, or 
stay and die with him: while a hope remains 
of our dear father's arrival, ,\·c cannot leave 
St. Yerrado. 

I\f y dear children, t:aid the Count d'Oresty, 
your affection aud gratitt:de charm and in­
terest me still more in your behalf; but rest 
assured, whatever may be the cause, that the 
vessel which you have reason to suppose de-
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prived you of your friends will never more 
return to St. Verrado. Don Lescar himself, 
nay, every inhabitant of this island, has re­
linquished the idea of it; who knows, there­
fore, I-I eaven may have preserved your friends; 
and that misfortune (if, as is generally be­
lieved the vessel has been captured) which 
may end in the destruction of the colony, 
may have brought life and liberty to them; 
but however this may be, you are as likely, 
if God permit, to meet them in other coun­
tries as in this. 

Eleanor and Ambrose acknowledged the 
force of this argument, and were soon per­
suaded to enter into a measure, which the 
Count assured them afforded a much greater 
probability of discovering their friends than 
remaining at St. Verrado. They expressed 
their readiness to be guided by his advice, 
and inquired how he purposed to effect their 
escape? 

'.rhe Count d'Oresty did not think pro­
per at this time to disclose his plans : he 
only counselled Ambrose to moderate his 
impetuosity, and keep up a fricnclly inter­
course with Don Lescar, on which he told 
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them the success of their enterprise would iv 
a great measure depend. He then departed; 
telling them to attend every day at the port, 
and that when he had digested his plan and 
arranged matters for its execution, he would 
talk more to them upon the subject. 

Eleanor and Ambrose exactly followed the 
instructions of their friend : they attended 
regularly at the port, but a week elapsed be­
fore the::y saw the Count d'Orcsty; at length 
he accosted them: "'\Yell, my children, saiJ 
he, do you think you shall have courage to 
trust yourscl ves once more on the sea in your 
little bark ! 

Ah! father, said Ambrose, we commit 
ourselves wholly to your guidance; we ha,·e 
lost our dear Carlton, and think ourselves 
beyond measure happy in meeting a friend 
to supply his place. VVe are very simple­
we know nothing of the great world.-I t is 
you who must advise and direct us. 

"\V ell, my children, said the Count 
d'Oresty, God, who sees the purity of my 
intentions toward you, will, I hope, direct 
me . we must encounter perils.-

o 
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Talk not of perils, interrupted Ambrose; 
tell us only what we must do-deliver us 
from Don Lescar-from this wicked place, 
since we must n.o longer indulge the hope of 
seeing our dear father. 

It is in your little bark, my children, said 
the Count, that we must attempt our escape. 
I have examined it, and find it solid and 
well built; if we can once more embark, I 
doubt not that I shall be able to steer so as 
to land you on some shore inhabited by be­
ings less cruel than thosr among whom you 
now reside : thence, if I _ .r.. spared so long, 
I will convey you to Englund, where you 
may perhaps hear tidings of ;-0ur friend; 
but much before n~mains to be done; your 
little bark, you sec, is chained in the basin ; 
the keys of the port must therefore be ob• 
tained, or we cannot proceed in the enterprise. 
Do you think, Ambrose, that you would 
have courage to enter the apartment of Don 
Les~ar, and get possession of them P 

I could have courage, said Ambrose, to 
do any thing rather than liYe under a tyrant 
whom I despise and abhor-but how-
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You must take them, sai<l the Count, 
from under the piilow of Don Lescar while 
he sleeps. 

0 Heaven! exclaimed Eleanor, should 
he awake, my brother's life--

Be not alarmed, Eleanor, said the Count 
d'Oresty, follow exactly my directions, and 
all will be well. If the wind, Ambrose, con­
tinue in th .,ame quarter as at present (for 
this will be necessary to observe, that it may 
blm, ... s swiftly from the coast), towarc even­
ing feign an excuse to withdraw, and steal 
privately into the chamber of Don Lescar, 
where you must conceal yourself till he re­
tires to rest. 

But, said Ambrose-
Hear me to an end, interrupted the 

Count; you, Eleanor, take this powder, and 
when Don Lescar has drunk a fow glasses, 
watch a favourable opportunity, and drop a 
pinch of it into his wine. It will first cause 
a drowsiness, which will probably induce him 
to repair to his chamber, and afterward throw· 
him into a deep sleep, during wl1ich Am­
brose, without danger of awaking him, may 
t~ke pos5cssion of the keys> which, when he 
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r etires to rest, are always pbced beneath his 
pillow. Now, my children, if you have ad­
dress and courage to execute this, you must 
immediately haste with the keys to this 
place where I shall expect you, and be ready 
to perform what is farther necessary to the 
success of the enterprise. 

The attempt was bold and hazardous; the 
execution of it, if not impossible, seemed dif­
£cult, and replete with clangers; but Am­
brose, transported with the hope of escaping 
from a country which he had in honor, ancl 
also with the thought of visiting England, 
where a probability remained of one cby see­
ing his dearest friend, if he were still an in­
habitant of the earth, promised every thing . 
.Eleanor, though alarmed for the safety of 
her broth8r, consented to perform her part, 
ancl after some farther arrangements concern­
ing the execution of the plan, they returned 
to the pnbce of the GoYei'nor. 

Em·ly in the evening, pursuant to the in­
.structions of his friend, Ambrose, alleging 
inclisposition, witht1re"i\' from the presence 
of Don Lescar, mul watching nn opportunity, 
.o1ippecl pri\·n.t~J: , in to his chc1mber, nnd con-
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·cealccl himself behind the hangings. He 
left Don Lescar as usual carousing with a 
number of his comrades, but, as if Heaven 
favoured the enterprise, on account of a 
slight indisposition which had afflicted him 
for some days, he dismissed them at an early 
hour. Eleanor watched a favourable oppor­
tunity, and, with a beating heart, dropped 
the powder given her by the Count d'Oresty 
into his glass. Don Lescar was soon sensible of 
its effect, and rising, retired to his chamber. 
Let the reader judge, if it be possible, what 
were the feelings of Eleanor at this moment! 
the idea of her brother being concealed in the 
chamber of Don Les car, of the dangers tow hich 
he was exposed, of the double part she had 
been acting, ·which obliged her to smile with 
})rctended sincerity on the tyrant she was de­
ceiving, all rushed forcibly on her mind; 
she threw herself into a chair, and bursting 
into an agony of tears, 0 ! :-aid she, what is 
to be compared with sincerity an.:~ truth! 
,vhat advantages can be equivalent to the 
loss of them ! Better were it to have borne 
all the 1nalice Don Lescar could have in­
flicted, than haYc entered into this labyrinth 
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of deception. Gracious Heaven! should 
Don Lescar alrnke-should my brother be 
d.iscovered-,1:h3t will be the consequence-I 
tremble-merciful father protect him-save 
him- if we have done wrong, forgive us-O 
save him, save him, let not Eleanor lament 
her last, her only friend. 

In the meanwhile Don Lescar entered his 
chamber, and was scarcely stretched upon 
his bed, before, as Count d'Oresty had fore­
told, he sunk into a deep sleep, and gave 
Ambrose, ·who boldly adrnnced t'o the bed, 
an opportunity of seizing the keys, which at 
this moment seemed to him a greater trea­
sure than the wealth of the Indies. He 
then, as it had been agreed, stole to the 
apartment of his sister, Y:ho was ready to 
expire with joy upon seeing him safe out of 
the chamber of Don Lcscar. Little passed; 
he took her hand, and they escaped together 
by a p1irntc door, of which Eleanor had the 
key, to the port where the Count cl'Oresty 
anxiously expectccl the success of the under­
taking. He no sooner beheld the keys, tlrnn 
without staying to accost them, or to dis­
dose his intcntions,-Run, run; my friends, 

ti 



AMBROSE AND ELEANOR. ]51 

cried he, to the guards, the prison is on fire, 
and all the prisoners will escape. "\Vhile he 
was speaking, a frightful volume of smoke 
arose in the air: he had found means to set 
fire to a neighbouring arsenal in which the 
pirates kept all their powder. The guards 
alarmed, quit their posts, run to the confla­
gration, and affor<l the Count an opportunity 
of opening the palisades. Accompanied by 
his young friends, he precipitately enters the 
little bark, unchains it, and rows from land. 
It was not long before the Verradian arsenal 
blew up, and made the Count easy respecting 
the pursuit, which he was sensible would be 
made after them should his absence, or that 
of his young friends be discovered; but the 
universal alarm and confusion, occasioned by 
the unexpected event, precluded all idea of 
an immediate pursuit . 

.A brisk gale blowing from land, our na­
vigators lost no time in spreading the sail of 
their little vessel. Eleanor, he_r eyes fixed 
upon the island, motionless with terror and 
astonishment, coulcl not utter a single word: 
the Count d'Oresty and Ambrose, mute also, 
busied themselves with stowing some provi-
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sion, which the Count, a short time before 
he set fire to the arsenal, had found means 
to conceal in a retired spot at the foot of 
the palisades, and with the assistance of 
Ambrose had conveyed it, after the re­
treat of the guards into the vessel. Am­
brose first broke silence, lVhither are we 
going, father? 

Can I tell, my son? said the Count, still 
confused with the events that had occurred 
in such quick succession to each other, Let 
us get clc ... t of this hated land before we talk 
-of our rout. 

Our island, said Eleanor, cannot be far 
hence. 

And what do you infer from that? said 
the Count. 

I do not know, replied Elcn,1or, but some­
how I have an idea, that we .,,10uld find our 
dear Carlton there . 

. A. mere chimera, my child, said the 
Count ;-No, we must not quit an inhabited 
for a desert land ; we will direct our bark 
towards Cuba. 

'rhc bark rapidly cut the waves, and in a 
short time they lost sigh~ of St. Vcnado. 
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The night was dark, and neither moon nor 
star was to be scrn, but in a few hours the 
sun began to enlighten the cast, and the 
Count perceived a number of small islands 
which he had apparently coasted during the 
night without knowing it; but the waves 
seeming to drive the bark with more vio­
lence, he was fearful of being driven into the 
Gulf of Florida, not doubting that he was 
near it. In conscqEence of this, by dint of 
oars and sails, they ,rnrked the vessel, and 
the next morning found themselves near a 
coast, which, from the form of the buildings, 
and the colours of the vessels that were in 
the port, the Count judged to belong to the 
English. I-low great wrrs the joy of our 
voyagers ! The vessel made into the port, 
and they landed amidst a crowd of specta­
tors, ·who put to them a thousand ques­
tions, which the singularity of their dress, 
and the peculiar form of their vessel natu­
rally excited: they soon, in their turn, learnt 
that they were ,in the Isle of Providence, 
one of the Bahama Isles ;-that it belonged 
to the English ;-that Sir J amcs Corplcy 
was the GoYernor, and that they might ex-
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pect from his humanity all the succour they 
could desire. This was joyful information; 
the islanders readily conducted them into 
the presence of the governor ; but what was 
the astonishment, the joy of Eleanor and 
Ambrose, when, upon entering the apart­
ment, they beheld their lost, their lamented 
friend, Colonel Carlton! In an instant 
they were in his arms. l\I y children-my 
father-my protector, were alternately re­
peated. 

At length, becoming more calm, To ·what 
unforeseen event, my children, said the Co­
lonel, do we owe this unexpected, this un­
hoped-for happiness ? 

0 ! my dear father, said Ambrose, if Pro­
vidence had not sent us this good friend 
(pointing to Count <l'Orcsty), who has risk­
ed his life for our sahis, we should never 
h:we been blessed with beholding you: he , 
nas--

At this mo1nent Peter, informed of what 
was passing, rushed precipitately into the 
apartment, and overcome by the excess of 
his joy, sunk, half-fainting, at the feet of 
his young friends. Ambrose and Eleanor 
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were rejoiced at the sight of the good old 
man, and were not a little affected at seeing 
tears, though of joy, roll down his furrowed 
cheeks. They supported him in their arms, 
and endeavoured to calm his agitated spirits 
by a thousand tender expressions, which the 
gratitude and affection of their hearts dic­
tated. 

Sir James Corpley, the Governor, seem­
ed sincerely to participate in their happiness, 
and invited the Count d'Oresty and his 
young friends, to remain his guests during 
their residence in the island. The Colonel 
expressed his acknowledgments to Count 
d'Oresty, whom he recollected formerly to 
have seen in England, for the attention he 
had shown to his pupils, and they all sat 
down to an elegant repast, during which 
they had leisure to converse and recover from 
their fatigues. ,v hat a happiness to be 
thus reunited after the dangers they had en­
countered l 'l'hey could not eat, they look­
ed at, questioned each other, and made such 
a CQnfusion of their adventures, that the Go­
vernor requested they would recount them m 
the ol'del' they had OCC'-!rred, as~uring them 
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that he was already much interested in thei1·· 

fate, and wished only to know in what he 

could be serviceable to them. The request 

,vas no sooner made than complied \Yith; the 

Colonel began first, and related the ci.rcum­

stance of his shipwreck, and all that had 

happened during his residence in the unin­

habited island ; but as the reader is already 

acquainted with these particulars, we will 

take up his narration only at the moment in 
which Ambrose and Eleanor left him to 

visit, for the last time, the tomb of their 

friend Derley. 

The children, saicl the Colonel, had 

scarcely left me, ·when Peter, who was em­

ployed in stowing the provision in our little 

bark, sumlcnl y cried out, a vessel, Sir ! a Ycsse1 ! 

A vessel, I replied, do you say? 

Yes, Sir, said he, it approaches, it makes 

rapidly for land. 

I immecliately turned my eyes toward the 

sea, and saw a ship making to land foll sail. 

I cannot exactly describe my sensations at 

the sight of an object so unexpected: my 

heart seemed oppressed at the moment I was 

transported ·with joy ; and, as if I foresaw 
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the consequences, this event so long and ar­
dently wished for disquieted and even 
alarmecl me. Friends or enemies, said 
I to Peter, let us meet them. Accord­
ingly we ,ralked to that part of the shore 
to which we saw the vessel making. In 
proportion as it approached, my fears dimi­
nished, and t~1e Spanish colours which 
were hoisted entirely removed them; for I 
thought we might exp(;ct every necessary 
succour from a civilized nation of Europe, 
probably in ailiance with ours. The Spani­
ards soon came upon decl., and shortly after 
descended from the vessel headed by their 
captain. Is this island inhabited, said the 
chief in a surly tone of Yoice. 

No, I replied, this is the first vessel we 
have seen touch here. 

And who are you? said he, what---
IIe was continuing, when one of his own 

people, animated by a motive to which I 
was then a stranger, fired a pistol which 
grazed his shoulder. Ah, traitor ! said the 
Chief, drawing another, is it thus-Die, 
villain !-Saying ·which, he fired upon the 
assassin, who escaped by turning aside his 
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head, and was preparing to draw another 

pistol (for each had two at his girdle), when 

I, thoughtless of the consequences, impru­

dently snatched an iron crow from one of 

the men, and felled the assassin to the 

ground: I was immediately seized, while a 

ball from another of the conspirators dis­

patched the unfortunate Chief. 
1-lere Ambrose interrupted the Colonel, 

by exclaiming, I was sure he did not kill 

him--
vVhat do you sa~, my child? said the 

Colonel. 
Oh, nothjng, said, Ambrose :-Go on, 

father, we will explain this afterward. 

. / .... 
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The confusion, said the Colonel, resuming 

his narrative, immediately became general; 

I was conveyed, with Peter, who had at­

tempted to defend me, on board the vessel ; 

in vain we called on you, my chjldren, and 

entreated the pirates at least to join yours to 

our unfortunate destiny; solely occupied 

with the desperate act they had just com-

mitted, they embarked precipitately without 0n :~ 

paying any regard to our prayers, inhmnmaly 

put us in irons, and confined us with a dozch. 
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unfortunate women, prisoners like ourselves. I 
need not describe the horror of our situation, 
separated from you, my children, and slaves 
without knowing our masters. Toward the 
middle of the night some coarse food was 
thrown into our dungeon, and in the morn­
ing six sailors, l1andcuffed, were added to 
our miserable society : from these we learnt 
the motives that. had given rise to the horrid 
scene transacted on the island, and also the 
cause of their own detention. The prisoners 
confined with us belonged a few days before 
to a French merchantman, which had been 
attacked and taken by the pirates. George 
Blake, the late- commander, being dissatis­
fied with the little courage shown by his 
comrades in the action, reproached them se­
-vernly, and formally signified to them, that 
they should not have any share of the booty ; 
this highly incensed them, and one of the 
number, named Burney, formed a conspi­
racy with the others to assassinate their chief 
on the first favourable opportunity that 
should offer, to go to St. Domingo or Cuba, 
sell their booty, a,nd return to England, 
there to live quietly on their ill-gotten 
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wealth. The plot was ripe for execution 

when Blake, struck with the unexpected ap­

pearance of our island, either from curiosity 

or the hope of booty, landed upon it. The 

1·est explained itself; the unfortunate chief 

was assassinated, and we made prisoners; 

but, said I to the sailor who gave us this 

information, how is it that you are hand­

cuffed and confined? Are you not their 

friends ? No, said the sailor, we refused to 

join in the conspiracy against our chief, who 

was a generous brn..-c man, undeserving 

the fate he met with ; they arc afraid, lest 

we in our turn, should form a conspiracy 
against them, and it is on this account they 

confine us. And to what port, said I, are 
we now going? It is of little importance 

to us, said the sailor, for a council has this 

day been held, in which it was probably 

agreed to massacre us all. Barbarians ! we 

exclaimed with one accord. It is their cus­

tom, said the sailor: the French merchant­

man which they took yesterday was sunk, 

with all the men it contained, after they liad 
pillaged the cargo, and taken out these un­
liappy women, whom they will now probably 
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sacrince, as they do not return to the colony 
to which our vessel was bound. 

The women upon this horrid recital broke 
into violent lamentations : as for me, I pa­
tiently waited for death, which no longer ap­
peared unwelcome, after I had lost all that 
could render life desirable. 

The vessel continued its course till toward 
the middle of the next day, when it was on 
a sudden violently agitated, and we judged 
from the noise of cannon which assailed us 
on every side, that the pirates were engaged 
with another vessel, which by the size of the 
balls that struck us, some of our companions 
judged to be of superior force. I need not 
describe our anxiety during the engagement, 
which lasted about two hours; hope and 
fear alternately possessed us; at length our 
trap opened, and a strange voice exclaimed 
You m·e free! Immediately our irons were 
taken off, and · we were put on board another 
vessel, which proved to be English. The 
pirates had attempted to give chase to the 
English, who had made use of their superio­
rity to attack them; they had fought, it was 
said desperately, and dicl not strike to the 
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English till the greater part of their men 
,vere killed. 1V e learnt farther, that the 
captain was charged with dispatches from 
the English government to its American 
possessions, and that he would first touch at 
the Isle of Providence, to the governor of 
which he had letters of recall. Thus from 
slavery and death were we unexpectedly re­
stored to life and freedom : I made myself 
known and communicated my story to the 
captain, who, upon our arrival at the Isle of 
Providence, presented me to Sir James 
Corpley, the Governor, with whom I had 
been formerly in ti mate in England. His 
reception was such as might be expected 
from the most gen£rous of men; he ,vas in• 
terested in my misfortunes, and since that 
time has detained me as his distinguished 
guest : but an important expedition is now 
in agitation; six of the Verradian prisoners, 
intimidated by the threats, and allured by 
the promises of the Governor, have confessed 
the situation of the island they inhabited, 
and in a few days four hundred men, of 
which Sir J mnes has given me the command, 
will embark to extirpate this horde of robbers, 
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and take possession of the island in the name 
of the English monarch ; but do not think, 
my children, said the Colonel to Ambrose 
and Eleanor, that I was unmindful of your 
situation; I had permission from my friend 
to touch at our island, little suspecting that 
you had ventured to abandon it. 

The Colonel thus terminated his recital, 
and received the· thanks of all present. 
Ambrose then recounted all that had hap• 
pencd since his separation from the Colonel ; 
and his recital was continued by the Count 
d'Oresty, whose courage and exertions in 
behalf of the amiable orphans were universally 
applauded. The Colonel again thanked 
him in the warmest terms, and a friendship 
from that moment took place be~-··een them, 
which continued to the end of their lives. 
The generous Governor congratulated his 
guests in the most polite and friendly terms 
upon their reunion, permitted by Provi­
dence to take place in his island, which 
on this occasion, he observed, justified its 
name. 

The happiness of Eleanor and Ambrose 
would have been complete, had it not been 



l "'o4 A~IBROSE AND ELEAN'On.. 

embittered by the thought of a second sepa­
ration from their friend on account of the 
expedition against St. Verrado. Ambrose 
earnestly entreated to be permitted to accom­
pany him, but the tears of his sister, and 
the commands of the Colonel, to which he 
had been accustomed implicitly to submit, 
at length prevailed, and he relinquished his 

request. The Count d'Oresty, notwith­

standing his age, made one in the expedi­
tion, justly considering that his knowledge 

of the island might forward the success of 
the undertaking. Eleanor and Ambrose ac­
companied their friends to the port, and with 
their eyes followe<l the li t tle fleet ( consisting 
of three ships) till they could no longer dis­

tinguish it: they then returned with heavy 
hearts to the Governor, who used all his ar­
guments to mitigate their fears for the safety 
of their friends, and to inspire them with the 
hope of their safe and speedy return. 

It seemed as if Heaven favoured the ex­
pedition against St. Verraclo; the weather 
continued favourable, and at the end of three 
days, about midnight, the little fleet arrived 
2~ the isl,:Licl ; the whole colo::-.y was buried 
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lI1 sleep, except the guards, who watched 
before the palisades to prevent any one's 
mounting the bank and entering the vessels. 

The six Verradians, who, by the promise 
of liberty and a high reward had been pre­
vailed upon to enter into the plot, were dis­
patched in tlrn long boat, and having entered 
the port, made themselves known to the 
centinels, whom they amused with a false 
recital of their adventures, while the Colonel 
and his men farnurecl by the darkness of the 
night scaled the pdisades, fell upon the 
guards and cut them to pieces before they 
had time to sound the ularm, or to defend 
themsclYes. One of them, howeYer, escap­
ing, nm to the city, rang the alarm, and 
roused the inhabitants, ·who scarcely mvake, 
knew not what they meant, nor what ene­
mies they had to encounter. The English 
dispersed in the streets, attacked the Verra­
dians as they came out of their houses, and 
lighted brands soon set fire to the four cor­
ners of the city. Don Lescar, thunderstruck 
at this sudden attack, at length assembled 
about two hundred men, and a<hanced in 
order of battle: the slaughter soon bcram,. 
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horrible ; on one side, the English, armed 

with swords and bayonets, on the other, the 

Verradians vigorously defending themselves 

with enormous clubs of bamboo*, presented 

a scene of the utmost horror and confusion. 

In the mean time, the besiege<l, little formed 

for combat, enervated by luxury and plea­

sure, first gave ground ; and to render their 

defeat complete, a hundred men, who were 

left for that purpose in the ships, bombarded 

the city and razed the citadel, the construe· 

tion of which was not very solid. 

In this expeditinn the English lost twenty 

men, and the Verradians nearly three 

hundred men and women; for the women, 

laying aside the timidity of their sex, armed 

with bamboo ancl stakes, rushed into the 

mi<lst. of the battle, and fell fighting by their 

* The bamboo here spoken of is not that of the 

East Indies, which "e see frequently converted 

into walking canes. This plant is peculiar to the 

American isles (though not Yery comm0n), and 

rises to the height of thirty or forty feet, of a size 

proportionate; its trunk is divided, at equal dis­

tances, into joints, containing twelve or fifteen pints 

of liquor each, its leaf very much reseml.,les that of 

tche eltlcr. 
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husbands. In the midst of the carnage fell 
the proud Don Lescar by the hand of the 
Count d'Oresty: the rest of the inhabitants 
having demanded quarter, the English chiefs 
caused the slaughter to cease> and stopped 
the progress of the fire. Day at length re­
turned to discover the disasters of the night, 
and the Colonel, satisfied with his expedition, 
thought of re-embarking with his prisoners; 
but what was his consternation ! not a single 
vessel, not a single boat, was to be seen in 
the basin ! The men who were left with 
the little fleet had dispersed themselves over 
the city to assist their people and the trea­
cherous Verradians had seized this unguard­
ed moment to set fire to the ships, as well to 
their own as to those of the English. Both 
Colonel Carlton and the Count d'Oresty 
had heard the explosion caused by the 
blowing up of the magazines of powder; 
-they had distinguished the Heavens red 
with the reflection of the flames; but in the 

~ heat of combat, in the confusion that univer­
.. sally reigned, they had attributed all to the 

11i'.• conflagration of the city, which made a rapid 
tJ progress An event so unexpected <lid not 
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a little embarras and mortify the Colonel; 

he saw himself deprived of means to return 

to the Isle of Providence, where he had left 

his beloved pupils, and whence he had hoped 

shortly to embark for England; nor w;is this 

all, he was wholly destitute of shelter, or any 

thing necessary to feed and lodge nearly 
four hundred of his own men and upwards 

of three hundred prisoners. Ile was con­

strain~d, however, to accot"l~modate himself 

to these difficulties, and :is the only part 

that remained for him to take, ordered the 

houses that were saved from the flames to be 

searched for sail cloth, cables, and tools ne­
cessary to construct a vessel. These ·were 
happily found, and the carpenters immedi­

ately set to work. They laboured without 

intermission day and night, and at the end 

of six weeks launched t,vo little barks, un­

worthy the name of ships, sufficient to con­

tain the Colonel and about two hundred 

of his men, with whom he resolved to em­

bark, leaving the residue to guard the Ver­

radian prisoners. He took with him also 

twenty five unfortunate women, who had 

long groaned in the prisons of St. Verrado; 

' t. 
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but before we take leave of this island, we 
must acquaint the rr:1der with ~n interesting event that occurred during the Colonel's continuance m 1t. One day having visited different parts of ~he city that had escaped the ravages of the flames, a Verraclian who was with him pointed to the house of their old commander, Blake, as the largest and best built in all the colony, excepting the Governor's. Curiosity induced t!1e Colonel to enter it: he ascended into an upper chamber, and observing a small cabinet 

forced it OJ_Jcn -to examine the contents. 
These were a few jewels, and several parcels of letters and papers, which he perused with little attention, till the following attracted his notice: 

",vhy, my dear Eleanor, must I de­" ceirn the best of fathers ! \Vhy is he 
" blinded by ambition? Arc not virtues, " titles of nobility, and the qualities of the " heart, inestimable treasures? Oh ! my 
" wife, my children, why must I not own 
" you ? '\Vhy must you not find shelter in " the arms of my venerable, my much-re­" spectcd father? but it cannot be. Make 

(J 
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" every thing ready for your departure ; I 

" confide you to safe hands : Derley accom­

" panies you, and my heart is easy. IGss 

"my Eleanor and Ambrose a thousand 

" times for me; how young they are to en­

" counter the fatigues of so long a voyage ! 

" but Heaven and the tender cares of a mo• 

" ther will protect them. I shall find you 

" all at Charlestown. Adieu, embark 

" without uneasiness assured that nothing 

" but de::i.th shall prevent an affectionate 

" husband from soon joining you.'' 

The Colonel did not, the reader will con­

clude, unmoved peruse a letter, which, upon 

a comparison, evidently appeared to be 

written by the same hand as that found 

upon Derley; the elate was nearly the same, 

but it had no signature. He now searched 

every part of the cabinet "\Vith the mi­

,nutest attention, and at last drew from a 

private drawer a picture of the most inter­

esting nature; it represented a beautiful 

young ·woman holding two children. It is 

Eleanor! It is Ambrose! The Colonel 

called to mind their features at the time he 

first entered the uninhabited island, and 
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traced the resemblance undiminished by the 
years that had then elapsed. Eleanor was 
the exact resemblance of her mother ; Am­
brose, more masculine, was building a house 
of cards upon which was written, telle est la 
vie. "\Vhat an interesting discovery ! The 
features of the woman, though fresh and 
lively, upon a comparison, evidently resem­
bled those r1..:!l1neated in the gold box of 
Derley; but still it threw no light upon 
the birth of his pupils. As he viewed the 
interesting miniature a thousand different 
ideas rushed upon his mind; by what means 
did these precious deposits fall into the hands 
of the pirate ? Could it be possible that 
his amiable pupils were the offspring of 
a wretch so depraved? or had he plundered 
and destroyed their unfortunate parents ? 
His mind floated between these two ideas, 
·when a letter written in a ·woman's hand pre­
sented itself, and threw some light upon the 
matter ; it wns as follows : 

" .At length, barbarian, I break the bonds 
" in which you have for six months held me 
" and return to my country; but alas ! I 
' ' return desolate and wretched, deprived by 
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" thy merciless hand of all that could render 
" life desirable. Detested wretch ! where 
" are my poor children; my Eleanor, my 
" Ambrose? In what corner of the earth 
" hast thou concealed them ? Dcrley, the 
" friend, the confidant of my husband, the 
" only support of an unfoitunate woman, is 
"no more-my children without doubt 
" sleep with him in the tomb. 0 insup­
" portable reflection ! I can no more : the 
" moment is farnurable, and I depart: but 
" tremble, vilfoin, the vengeance of Heaven 
" \vill pursue thee, and deliver the earth 
" from a monster who contaminates it." 

This letter evidently had a corre:;pon<leuce 
with the former ; the names were the same, 
and upon a calculation the Colonel found 
the time nearly approached the period in 
lrhich his pupils were left upon the islan·d : 
he no longer doubted; though ignorant by 
what means, that their misfortunes origin­
ated from this villain, to whom it appcarccl, 
by the superscription, the letter was adllress­
ed. ,vith the view of making farther Jis­
coveries, he inquired very particubr1y 
mnona the V errndians concerninn· thrir 1111\'al '-' t::> 
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Chief, hoping thence to draw some conclu­
sions, but he was disappointed; all he could 
learn was, that Blake was the captain of an 
English vessel; that upon some misdemeanor 
he hacl been outlawed; that having rendered 
services to Don Lescar, and at last assisted 
him in making his escape, the closest inti­
macy had existed between them ; and that 
he w.as considered as the most daring and 
enterprising of all the pirates. Not being 
able to gain any farther information, the 
Colonel secured the letters and picture, and 
embarked for the Isle of Providence. After 
five days sail they arrived there, and were 
received with joy by the Governor and the 
whole island, especially by Eleanor and Am­
brose, who, alarmed at an absence so much 
longer than was expected, began to fear that 
both the Colonel and the Count cl'Oresty 
had fallen victims to the fury of Don Lescar; 
but their friends were returned, and all sor­
row was banished. 

The arrival of the Colonel with his suite 
and the news of the victory was celebrated 
with universal demonstrations of joy; the 
brave soldiers who fought under him were 

Q. 3 
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generously recompensecl, as well as the six 
Verradians, who had been instrumental to 
the victory. J'hc three hundred prisoners 
taken at St. Verrado ·were sent to the Go­
vernor of the Spanish island of St. Domingo, 
as also a particular account of the -expedi­
tion. 

Sir James Corpley, who was fond of 
splendid entertainments, gave one, at ·which 
the soldiers who were sent on the expedition 
to St. Verrado, and the unfortunate persons 
released from its prisons were present : nor 
could a sight more interesting be conceived 
than this social union of the hemes and the 
unfortunate persons delivered by their va­
lour. 

The reader will recollect, that the vessel 
which delivered Colonel Carlton from the 
hands of the pirates bore letters of recall to 
the Governor of the Isle of Provi<lence. As 
soon therefore, as he had settle<l the affairs 
of the island, as appointed by government 
he embarked for the British Isles, accompa­
niecl_by Colonel Carlton, the Count d'Orcsty, 
Eleanor and Ambrose, and the faithful 
Peter. 1Vith respect to the prisoners re-
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leased from the dungeons of St. Verrado, 
some of them settled in the Isle of Provi­
dence} and the rest returned to their different 
countries. 

vVhat now could exceed the happiness of 
Eleanor and Ambrose, returning to their 
country under the conduct of their dear pro­
tector and the Count d'Oresty ! The wea­
ther wa3 favourable ;-the vessel arrived hap­
pily in port, and our voyagers, being fur­
nished with clothes and every thing neces­
sary to make their appearance as natives of 
England, set out i)ost for the metropolis. 
It is not easy to form a just idea of the 
sensations of Colonel Carlton, upon his ar­
rival in a country which he had not seen for 
inore than twelve years, and which contained 
treasures to him of inestimable value. The 
different revolutions that might have occur­
red in so long a space of time naturally 
presented themselves to his mind, and al~ 
tcrnately agitated him with hope and fear: 
he had left a wife and child whom he ten­
derly loved-but death might long since 
have consigned them to the grave ; or a sc­
coml maniage, upon the supposition of his 
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death, might have embittered the remainder 
of his days. As he drew near London his 
fears increased, and while every one was elate 
with joy and gladness, he was melancholy 
and dej 2cted. Upon his arrival, he went 
immediately to the house of a relation, where 
he was informed, that since his supposed 
death ]Hrs. Ciulton had retired to a villa, a 
few miles from the metropolis, where with 
her son she lived wholly secluded from the 
great world. liow grateful was this to the 
heart of the Colonel! Accompanied by his 
two pupils and the Count d,Oresty, he im­
mediately set out for the village, and to­
wards evening arrived at an inn about a mile 
from the house where l\Irs. Carlton re~ided, 
Here he alighted ancl remained with Am­
brose and Eleanor, while the Count d'Oresty 
took upon himself the necessary office of 
preparmg l\1rs. Carlton for his reception. 
He introduced himself to her as a friend of 
the Colonel's, and mentioned at a distance a 
report of a few having been preserved from 
the wreck; then having inspired her with 
hope, he ventured to tell her that letters had 

n been reeeivecl from some of the crew; but 
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when he announced the certainty of her hus­
band's safety, and at last that he was actually 
in England, notwithstanding the caution 
·with which it had been revealed, her sur­
prise and joy were so great, that the Count 
did not think it prudent to acquaint her he 
was so near, but contented himself, as the 
day was far advanced, ,vith promising her an 
interview the next morning. The descrip­
tion he gaYe the Colonel, on his return to 
the inn, of his lady's emotions on the unex­
pected news of his arriYal, afforded him 
l1cartfclt pleasure. 

The next morning early the ,rhole groupe 
werc•assemblccl at the mansion of l\Irs. Carl­
ton, who was already up, ~ncl with h0r son, a 
promising youth of six.teen, impatiently 
awaiting the auival of her husband. The 
meeting was too affecting to admit of de­
scription: the Colonel alternately prc3sed to 
his bosom his wife and son, and in the ex­
cess of happiness he eujoyed, forgot the years 
of anguish that were passed, or remembered 
them only to heighten his present joy. The 
first transports of meeting being over, the 
Colonel presented Eleanor and Ambrose to 
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his lady, telling her with a smile that they 

were his adopted children, and that he hoped 

and trusted she would not find them unde­

serving her protection. The esteem of the 

Colonel was a sufficient recommendation to 

.Mrs. Carlton; though unacquainted with 

their story, she cordially embraced, and pre­

sented them to her son Charles, who assured 

his father he should from that moment con­

sider them as his brother and sister. In her 

turn, Mrs. Carlton in traduced to the Co­

lanel, by t.he name of l\lillar, a worthy cler­

gyman who had undertaken the care of their 

son's education, as also a gentlewoman about 

the age of thirty-five, as the companion of 

her widowed hours. I-lad it not been for my 

worthy friend, said she, 1 must have sunk 

under the weight of my affliction; but her 

example taught me fortitude and resignation; 

I looked for consolation to religion, and to a 

happy eternity for the felicity I despaired of 

tasting here. 
The joy of Eleanor and Ambrose, on see­

ing their generous protector thus happily re­

united to his family, was such as might be 

expected from the susceptibility of their 
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hearts: their eyes ·were alternately fixed upon 
the Colonel, :Mrs. Carlton, and Charles, 
never wearied with contemplating the happi­
ness that was expressed in the countenance 
of each. The Count d'Oresty, and all pre­
sent, shared in the general joy; and it was 
not, perhaps, possible to find a happier 
groupe than that assembled at the breakfast­
table of :Mrs. Carlton. The adventures of 
the Colonel at length became the topic of con­
versation, and at the request of his hdy and 
friends, he recounted the principal events 
that had occurred since he left England; he 
mentioned his shipwreck on the uninhabited 
island, his discovery of Am brose and 
Eleanor, and did not forget the many little 
incidents that occurred to illustrate the good­
ness and simplicity of their hearts. 'l'his 
part of his narrative seemed to make a sin­
gular impression on the lady \':horn l\Irs. 
Carlton had introduced as her companion 
and friend during the absence of her hus­
band. She lost not a word ; and more than 
once her eyes were observed to be dim with 
tears ; but when the name of Derley was 
mentioned, her countC1'1ance underwent a.. 
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total alteration : she grew pale, and casting 
ber eyes round with a ,, ildness, that alarmed 
every one present, reqne~,.ed to see the letter 
and the box found ·1.1pon him. The Colonel 
produced them ; and tl'e strange,.· immedi­
ately ex...;laimed, " l\Iy children !" ancl foll 
back senseless in her chair. All rose in 
haste, to give the necessary assistance. She 
revived; and Eleanor and Ambrose no 
longer doubting that they hucl found their 
mother, threw themselves on their knees be­
fore her : " Yes," said she, bending on them 
an eye of tender scrutiny,-" it is my 
Eleanor !-my Ambrose too !-the living 
image of his lamented father ;-my heart, 
from the first moment I beheld him, pointed 
out the resemblance; but could I think !"' 
--and here she stopped, overcome with 
sensations too powerful for words to express. 
Ambrose and Eleanor, while alternately em­
braced by their mother, mingled tears of 
gratitude and affection with those she shed 
over them. The striking resemblance (al­
lowing for the difference of years) between 
Eleanor an<l her mother was now universally 
ackno·,vle<lge<l, and every one ·was surprised 
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it had before passed unobserved; yet an event 
so far exceeding the bounds cf human calcu­
lation, could scarcely ohtajn c:. ::!(Et f1.Jm any 
excepting l\frs~ Carlton, who, being acquaint­
ed with the story of her friend, entertained 
no doubt that Providence had re-united her 
to her children. To remove every doubt, 
the Colonel produced the letters and the 
picture which he had found in the house of 
Blake at St. Verrado; these were immedi­
ately known by l\Irs. Carlton's friend, who 
being sufficiently recovered, satisfied the 
company by relating the particulars of her 
histoq: her words were as follow:-

" :i.\I y father was an officer descended from 
an ancient family; but :1c inherited only a 
small patrimony. He had served many 
campaigns, but soon after the death of m~ 
mother retired from the army, in disgust, 
upon a sma11 annuity. This, from the em­
barrassments of the person in whose hands it 
was placed, after a few years ceased, and my 
father, at an advanced age, was reduced to a 
poverty which his high spirit was ill formed 
to brook. Our suppo ·t depended chiefly 
upon a young man, an · orphan, whom my 

R 
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father in happier days hacl brought up and 
placed with a jeweller: forgive the tear I 
shed to his memory; to me his affection was 
that of the kindest brother ; to my father 

of the most duteous son. Derley shared 
with us the pittance he obtained by his indus­
try, which, joined to the little I gamcJ from 
my needle, preserved us from the extremities 
of want ; but greater distress soon followed. 
Dcrley, from a variety of incidents, too te­
dious to relate, and some debts which he had 
contracted on our account, was thrown into 
prison, and my father by a long illness was 
so much reduced that his life was de::ipaii"ed 
of. Overwhelmed by this accumulated dis­
tress, I could not forbear, one evening as I 

was returning through a retired street with 
some work from a shop that employed me, 
giviug vent to my tears, which tenderness 
for my father made me anxious in his pre­

sence to suppress; but I cannot describe to 
you how much I was humbled and confused, 
upon observing that my grief had drawn 
upon me the notice of a young man, who, as 
I afterwards found, had for some time fol­
Jowe(l mC'. f-Ie aclc1resse<l me in the most 
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respectful terms, and inquired into the cause 
of my grief, adding, 'Do not suppose that any 
' other motive than concern for the unfortu­
' nate prompts my curiosity ; perhaps I may 
' alleviate your distress.' I replied, that my 
grief was not of a nature to admit of allevia­
tion, and that the only favour he could do me 
was to suffer me to pass unnoticed. Saying 
this, I quickened my pace; but the stranger 
still following, urged me, though in terms of 
great delicacy, to accept his friendship, at the 
same time offering me his purse. Great as 
our distress was, I was not sufficiently 
humbled to accept pecuniary relief from a 
stranger ; nor indeed would prudence have 
permitted it. I returned the thanks due to 
his generosity, but dec1ined it; and being ar­
rived at our own door, wished him a good 
night. Upon entering I found that an 
alarmiug change had taken place in my dear 
father, who survived only till the next even­
ing. You who have hearts alive to the feel­
ings of humanity can better imagine, than I 
can describe, my situation: deprived of a 
father whom I regretted not on}y as the pa-
1ent who had giYen me birth, but as the 
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friend who had guided my youth ; Derley, 
my only remaining friend absent, languish­
ing in prison, unable either to advise or con­
sole me! I was overwhelmed by the weight 
of these affiictions, when the unexpected 
entrance of Derley for a moment suspended 
my grief. 1\1 y heart gathered strength from 
the presence of my best friend, and I rose to 
communicate} in terms of as much gentle­
ness as my own grief would permit, the loss 
we had mutually sustained. Derley was 
shocked and affected to tears : for some mo­
ments he gave vent to the emotions of his 
grateful heart; and then, turning to me, en­
deavoured to give me the consolation he him­
self wanted. At length we became more 
calm, and I inquired by what unexpected 
means he had obtained his release. Ile re­
plied that a generous stranger, of whose 
name and quality he was ignorant, had, by 
some means, gained intelligence of his mis­
fortunes, paid the debt, and inclosed for him 
a bank-note of ten pounds. The idea of the 
stranger who had accosted me the preceding 
evening, immediately rushed to my mind. 
I communicated to Derley ,;hat had passed 
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l>ct'l-rcen us, and he agreed with me that it 
might be the same person, though we were at 
a loss to conceive how he ha<l obtained a 
kno· ~Jdge of our situation. 

"' l r- in~ performed the last melancholy 
duties k 1:·1 dear father's remains, I began 
to think ct inquiring for some dependent si­
tuation, in which I might provide for my 
own subsistence, sensible that I could not 
long with propriety remain un<ler the pro­
tection of Dcrley. About a week after the 
funeral of my futher, the generous stranger 
introduced himself to Derley as a friend will­
ing to render him any farther services his si­
tuat~on might require. I was present, and 
knowing him to be the same that ha<l accosted 
me, could not do less than express myself 
obliged by his civilities: upon inquiring, 
we learnt that he had obtained a knowledge 
of our situation from the vrnman in whose 
house ·we lodged. J?rom this tim8 he called 
often, and his , isits at length became so 
frequent, that Dcrk-y, the watchful guardian 
of my youth, was alarmed, and would abso-
1 n tely have forbidden them, had not the 
i::trangcr, foreseeing his intcnti0ns, profcsse<l 
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his views to be honourable. Young and in­
experienced, I too readily listened to his ad­
dresses, thoughtless of the obstacles that 
must attend our union, for we soon learnt 
that our benefactor was the only son of Count 
d'Oresty, the ambassador from France." 
--The Colonel and his pupils at this mo­
ment turned their eyes upon their venerable 
friend with surprise and inquiry ; nor was the 
Count himself unmoved.-The mother of 
Eleanor and Ambrose stopped, but the 
Count, looking significantly at the rest and 
making a sign that she should go on, she 
continued: - "Thoughtless of the conse­
quences, instead of restraining my inclina­
tions and setting before M. d'Oresty the ~u­
ties he owed to his father, and the evils that 
must attend his disobedience, I listened to 
his addresses, and consented to a private 
marriage, foolishly amusing myself with the 
hope that he would find means to reconcile 
his father to the imprudent step he was about 
to take. A house was taken in a retired 
part of the town, and we lived together in 
harmony; but happiness was far from being 
our guest; the idea of the troubles in which 
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I was sensible I must involve my hus­
band, should his father, who I now under­
stood inherited all the pride of high birth, 
and designed him for another, prove inflexi­
ble, continually alarmed aud made me 
wretched. These reflexions, which I ought 
to have made before, undermined my peace 
though they did not 'repair my errors. A 
few months after our marriage, I observed a 
gloom on the countenance of my husband, 
that increased ln} uneasiness, and inquiri -~ 
the cause, he told me that his father, having 
learnt that a connection existed between us, 
had declared that if it tended to marriage 
he would certainly disinherit him. This 
entirely frustrated his design of disclosing 
his marriage, ,vhich he now thought it ne­
cessary more closely to conceal. Our resi­
dence was changed, and soon after I brought 
twins into the world; my Eleanor and Am­
brose were born. l\1ore than three years 
elapsed, and all suspicion of our union had 
died away, when my husband one evening 
returned with the dreadful tidings that his 
father had ordered him to embark in a few 
weeks for France, to forward his nuptials 
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with the daughter of the French minister, 
for whom he had from his infancy been dc­
signe<l. I need not tell you this communi­
cated anguish to my heart, nor was my poor 
d'Oresty less affected. I wept, and my hus­
band, who well knew the inflexibility of his 
father, had scarcely a word of consolation to 
offer me. We parted that evening without 
resolving upon any thing, but the next he 
met me with the appearance, at least, of 
more serenity; he told me, that finding it 
impossible, without the utter ruin of us all, 
to discover his marriage to his father, he 
could think of no way than to embark imme­
diately for Sau~h Carolina and solicit the 
interference of an uncle who resided. there, 
and who had great influence with his father. 
The tender age of my children made me 
ah v·c to all the perils and fatigues they must 
encounter ; I represented these to l\.I. 
d'Oresty, arnl endeavoured to dissuade him 
from the voyage ; especially as I concci vcd 
the interference of his uncle might be 
equally as well obtained by letter; but poor 
cfO.rcsty thought othcnvise: he imagined 
his uncle and every one must sec with the 
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eyes he did, and thought the presence of his 
wife and children would plead more power­
fully than volumes. His first design was 
to embark with us, but the difficulty he 
found in disengaging himself without creat­
ing suspicions, which he wished to avoid, 
made him relinquish the idea, and it was 
determined that I should embark with the 
children and Derlcy, and await his arrival at 
Charles-Town. Finding that his heart was 
set upon the voyage, I submitted, and in 
less than three weeks set out under the con­
duct of Derley, with the children and a 
female servant for Plymouth, from whence 
we were to embark with the first fair wind. 
The letter you found in the pocket of poor 
Derley, I received from my husband the day 
before we left London. 

'' As the winds were contrary, upon our 
· arrival at Plymouth we took up our resi­

dence at the inn, where we remained above a 
week. During this time we had frequent 
visits from the captain of the vessel in which 
we were to sail ; indeed he intruded oftener 
than was agreeable to me; but attributing all 
to his wish of obliging, and the partiality of 
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a mother being flattered hy the attention 

he paid the children, I passed it over 

in silence, and embarked without sus­

picion of danger. ,ve had not been many 

days at sea before I observed a familiarity 

in his manners that disgusted me; hut 

judge what "Was my indignation when he 

had the presumption to pr-0fess a passion for 
me. I retorted in the language my wounded 

pride dictated a1,d the insult deserved, to 

which he, with the utmost coolness returned, 

that the offer of his hand, which he freely 

made me, could not be construed into an in• 

sult, especially as I must consider that he 

was sole master in the vessel, and conse­

quently that I was in his power. I now 

saw the villain I had to deal with, and pro­

fiting by the hint that I was in his power, en­

deavoured to remonstrate ·with less haughti­

ness, representing to him, that being already 

the wife of another, I could not listen to hi:-; 
proposals hmrever honourable or advantage­

ous they might be. I had no sooner said this 

than he drew from his pocket a letter, and 

putting it, with a sarcastic smile into my 
hanrl, told me that I should sec he wishc·l 
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to exact nothing inconsistent with the strict 
rules of honour. l\J y eye glanced upon the 
superscription, which I immediately knew 
to be the hand-writing of my husband. I 
opened the letter trembling, and read these 
terrible words, which have remained indelibly 
cngraven on my memory:-

' All our plans, my dear Eleanor, are 
' frustrated-I am mortally wounded.-If 
' this meets you, lose not a moment-set 
' off instantly for London-(the bearer will 
' conduct you)-that I may have the satis­
, faction of leaving you under the protection 
' of my father.-Therc is no time to dis­
' semble-Heaven grant you may not ' arrive too late.--

' D'01rnsTY .' 

" I will not attempt to describe what I 
felt upon reading this letter; my anguish 
rose to a pitch that bordered upon madness, 
when I cast my eyes round and saw myself 
shut out from the possibility of flying to my 
husband, and learnt, that had it not been for 
the blackest treachery, I might have arrived 
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time enough to have taken a last farewell of 

him ; for Blake made no scruple of confess­

ing, that though I was on board when the 

messenger arrived, we had not ·wcighcu an­

chor ; attributing what he had done to the 

violence of his passion, as he understood from 

the messenger whom he had accosted upon 

the beach, that it contained an express for 

me to return to London. For some hours I 

actually lost the use of my reason, which so 

alarmed the wretch who persecuted me, that 

he left me to the care of Derlcy, who in vain 

strove to soothe and reconcile me to my mis­

fortune. Time, however, and the tender cares 

of a mother, effected what argument could 

not: my reason returned, and the innocent 

prattle of my children diverted my thoughts 

from a calamity, the recoilection of which 

drove me to phrcnsy; but I had more yet to 

endure. I was again persecuted by the odi­

ous addresses of Blake, from which Derley in 
vain endeavoured to defend me. Ile grew 

impatient, and to intreaties added threats of 

the most horrid nature. Alarmed at my si­

tuation, I endeavoured to d1" emhle, think­

ing that when we arriYed ~t Charles-'l'own, 
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the place to which the vessel was hound, I should easily rid myself of his importunities. Ile, howm·er, more skilled in artifice than I was, saw my drift, and finding that Derley would ever remain an obstacle to his designs, resolved to be rid of him at the first op­portunity : nor was this all ; my innocent children became the objects of his detesta­tion, from the supposition, I conclude, that they kept alive in my heart the remembrance of their father; at least, I can assign no other reason for the dreadful scene I am going to describe. lV e had been at sea about seven weeks, when one morning as I was sitting 1>itl1 my children, one on each knee, weep­ing and talking with Derley on the events that were past, Blake came into the cabin : l1e renewed the usual them0_, mingling threats ,vith promises, till finding I paid no atten­tion to his discourse, but still wept on and embraced my children, he suddenly started up, and snatching them from my arms, threw them with violence on the ground. Derley, who was attached to the children, incensed at this act of brutality, yielJing to i:he im­~- -im1se of the moment, seized him by the "D• 

s 
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throat; an affront which Blake revenged by 

drawing a short sword and stabbing him, as 

I thought, to the heart. At the instant five 

or six men came into the cabin, and at a sig­

nal given, seized Derley, while others, not­

withstanding my prayers, tears, and frantic 

endeavours to prevent it, bore away the chil-

dren. vVhat were all my former troubles to r' :el 

the anguish of that moment ! I fancied I 
1
~1 

heard the cries of my children under the 

hands of their murderers, yet was unable to 

fly to their rescue. I endeavoured to force l\'jn 

the door of the cabin, but finding my efforts amou 

vain, I sunk down insensible, and remember ga~~ 

no more till I found myself on my bed, on t~e 

my servant sitting by me. I called aloud ''!', 

for my children, and was in vain as tt~t 

sured that they were in safety-that they CJting 

were left with Derley on an island we had j to 1 

coasted: I gave no credit to the tale, be- Yo~ 

lieving it fabricated merely to amuse me, Ill! ~i 

especially as I found that my servant was in Ia,i, 

the interest of Blake. I will not trouble t! t1, 
to ·: 

you with all I suffered during the voyage : 

suffice it to say, that we arrived at Charles­

Town, where I hoped to escape the tyranny 
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of my persecutor, but I was mistaken. Un­
der the pretence that I was his niece, 
and deranged in my intellects, he conveyed 
me to his house, and committed me to the 
care of my treacherous servant, whom he had 
suborned to his interest. Six months I was 
closely confined ; but at the encl of that time, 
through the assistance of an honest labourer, 
who worked in the grounds adjacent, I ef­
fected my escape, and having fortunately 
concealed about my person bank notes to the 
amount of a hundred and fifty pounds, en­
gaged for my passage in a vessel that was 
on the point of sailing for England. 

" You will, perhaps, think that my first 
step ought to have been that of communi­
cating my story to the magistrates of the 
town and claiming their protection ; but if 
you knew what I had suffered, how much 
my spirits were depressed, and what reason 
I had to dread the machinations of the wretch 

Si~ by whom I was persecuted, you would cease 
rr.1~' to wonder at my conduct. .My sole object 
fi:: • was to return to England, either to meet my 
&les· husband ( which seemed within the bounds 
,3nu1 of possibility), or to die in obscurity. 
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" \Vith these ideas I embarked for Eng­
land, but, on my arrival, soon learnt, as I had 
reason to presage, that my husband was no 
more. He expired, as fl,· as I could judge 
from the Yague information I collected, a 
few hours after the messenger was dispatched 
to me ; eYen before the arrival of his father, 
who set out for Bath the morning on which 
the duel was fought. I learnt also that the 
Count d'Oresty in consequence of his affiic­
tion, had solicited his recall, and had re­
turned to France a few weeks after the death 
of his son. 

" All my hopes of happiness were now at 
an end, and I resolved, in some quiet family, 
to seek an humble establishment, where I 
could perform the duties of my station, and 
prepare for the quitting of a world which 
had for me no longer any charms. The 
person at whose house I lodged, understand­
ing my intention, mentioned a lady, who 
she saiJ \,·as on the point of retiring into the 
country and wanted a person capable of 
being a companion, and at the same time of 
assisting in the management of her fa­
mily. Need I say that it was my dear l\Irs. 
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Carlton. I was introduced to her and im­
mediately engaged. In <lue time I related 
to her my unhappy story, and experienced 
her generous sympathy. She treated me 
with the affection of a sister, and could I 
have forgotten my children-my husband­
my friend torn from me by a succession of 
events the most disastrous, I might have been 
happy. She pressed me to make myself 
known to the family of my husband, offered 
me money for the purpose, nay would have 
accompanied me to France; but I declined 
her generous offers. I knew not whether 
the father of my husband ·was acquainted 
with his indiscretion ; and as I had not chil­
dren to prompt my ambition, OT to call forth 
my exertions, I wished not to sully his rne­
:mory by bringing into vie~v those follies 
-which originated only in his too great par­
tiality for me. Twelve years have passed 
11ot unprofitably away: religion has taught 
me to moderate both my griefs and my re­
sentment, and reconciled me to a life which 
I once thought insupportable." 

IIere l\fodame cl' Oresty ceased ; and the 
Count, rising from his seat, lookc<l with re­

::; 3 
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verence toward Heaven and exclaimed, ""\Von­
derful are the ways of Providence P' then 
taking Madame d'Oresty by the hand, "1Vhat 
a train of interesting events," said he, "you 
have unfolded. In me behold the father of 
your husband! In me, my children (turning 
to Ambrose and Eleanor), behold your grand­
sire ! ' 

The Colonel, his pupils, and indeed the 
company in general, had been prer. ~:ed by 
the aspect and gestures of the Count, to ex­
pect something extraordinary; but l\.faclame 
d'Oresty, absorbed in the recital of her cala­
mities, and commanding on 1j ' a side view of 
him from the seat she occupied, heard tl1is 
declaration with inexpressible surprise. She 
looked at the Count for a moment in 
silent astonishment: but soon recollecting 
the character in which she stood before him, 
she covered her face with her hands, and 
bending forward, seemed to await the re­
proaches she considered as due to her from 
the father of her husband. 

The Count was affected by this interest­
ing attitude, too expressive to be misunder­
stood, and taking her hand, assured her he 
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should henceforth consider her not only as 
the widow of his son, but as the daughter of 
his affection. "You appear," said he, " too 
sensible of your errors to permit me to ani­
madvert upon them. None of us have been 
blameless ; I have myself erred : the reserve 
and severity with which I treated my son 
from his infancy, repulsed, rather than in­
vited the confidence of friendship, while the 
authority I assumed over his inclinations 
made him lose the respect due to me as a 
parent, but his errors have brought their 
own punishment: let the grave cover them, 
and may they prove a useful lesson to his 
children. Eady, my dear Ambrose and 
you my sweet Eleanor, learn to restrain your 
inclinations within the bounds of modera­
tion; remember, my children, that the gra­
tification of a moment rr.ay be followed by 
years of anxiety and pain.,, The Count 
then embraced Ambrose and Eleanor who 
threw themselves upon their knees to im­
plore his blessing. The conversation turn­
ing upon past events, the Count con­
firmed what 1\Iadame d'Oresty had heard 
respecting the death of her husband. "I un-
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fortunately,'' saic.1 he, " set out for Bath the 
morning upon which the fatal duel was 
fought: an express was dispatched for me, 
but before I arrived my son had breathed 
his last. I will not attempt to describe my 
grief: he was my only child, and Heaven is 
witness how dear! The country in which I 
had lost him became hateful to me : I soli­
cited my recall and returned to France. 
It happened soon after that I had letters 
from Cuba acquainting me ·with the death 
of an old friend who had left me his poss2s­
sions there. I prepared for the voyage 
thinking an entire change of objects might 
dissipate the melancholy that had taken pos• 
session of my soul. I landed, after a pros­
perous voyage, on the island, and remained 
there some months, when Blake, as trc Co• 
lonel had before related, descended and bore 
me among the number assembled in his 
vessel to St. Verraclo. ''-Here the Count 
ceased, and joined with every one present in 
admiring the wonderful chain of events by 
which Providence had united them. 

The Count, having passed about a week 
at the mansion of his friend, began to think 
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of embarking for France to see after his 
estates. The prospect of so early a separa­
tion cast a gloom over the whole party; but 
when the Colonel proposed to his lady a 
trip to the continent, cheerfulness was uni­
versally restored. Charles and Ambrose, 
between whom a friendship founded upon 
mutual virtues had already taken place, 
looked at each other and smiled, while the 
eyes of Eleanor met those of her mother 
and .Mrs. Carlton sparkling with pleasure : 
in short, the proposal was universally ap­
proved, and in less than. a month they all 
embarked for l•\·ancc. The Count upon 
arriving, found that his estates still remained 
in the hands of his agent ; for as certain 
tidings of his cleath had not transpired, no 
claim had been made. The reader need 
not be told that the Colonel and his family 
were the guests of the Count d'Oresty; dur­
ing three months which their visit continued, 
he spared no polite and friendly attention to 
render it agreeable ; they made an excursion 
to Paris, whence the Count's seat was a few 
leagues distant, and were gratified "ith a 
view of every thing thnt celebrated city con-
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tained deserving the attention of the curious. 

They visited the Louvre, the Tuilleries, 
the Palace of Orleans, celebrated for its va­

luable collection of paintings, and the Gobe­

lines, a famous manufactory of tapestry which 
takes its name from one Gobelin, a noted 
dyer of Rheims, who lived in the reign of 
Francis the first. Ambrose and Eleanor 

were interested in every thing they saw; the 
perfection to which the arts had arisen struck 

them with wonder and delight: for though 
acquainted with the principles of each, they 
had formed no idea of the powerful effects 
they would produce, when applied by genius 
and industry: in the mean while they con­
ciliated the affection of their mother and 

grandfather by a thousand instances of their 
docility and the goodness of their hearts : 
the Count became daily more attached to 

them, and they in return omitted nothing 

that might express their gratitude and affec­
tion. After three months spent in the 
pleasures of social intercourse, the Colonel 
prepared to return with his family to Eng. 
land, when an unexpcctecl event retarded his 

departure and plunged every one in the 

io-j ,, 



S, 

a· 

or 

AMDROSE AND ELEANOR. 203 

cleepest sorrow. This was the death of the 
Count d'Oresty, who was seized with a com­
plaint of which he died in three days. His 
loss was sincerely regretted by every one, 
but especially by Ambrose and Eleanor, 
who had flattered themselves with long en­
joying his paternal care, and showing by their 
conduct the grateful sense they entertained 
of his kindness. Nor was Madame d'Oresty 
less affected; she regretted him with all the 
warmth of gratitude and friendship his ge­
nerous conduct towards her and her children 
merited; indeed his attachment to them 
was manifested to the last act of his life; 
for being alarmed at the symptoms of his 
disorder, he sent for a notary, and in the 
presence of the Colonel and :.Mrs. Carlton 
made his will, in which he nominated Am­
brose his heir, and provided amply for Elea. 
nor and her mother; but this acquisition of 
independence, far from mitigating, increased 
the grief they felt for the loss of their friend, 
by adding another to the proofs they had 
already received of his friendship and affec­
tion. 

As the Colonel was nominated executor 



201 A:\D:HOSE A.ND ELEANOR, 

to the Count's will, as also guardian to 

Eleanor and Am brose, his presence was ne­

cessary to arrange their affairs; he remain.: 

ed, therefore, some time longer in France, 

,vhen having settled every thing to his satis­

faction, he embarked for England, accom­

panied by Madame d'Oresty and his pupils, 
who joyfully accepted the invitation he gave 

them of passing the ensuing winter in Eng­

land. After a pleasant voyage they arrived, 
and in the society of their friends were be­

ginning to resume their wonted cheerfulness, 

when an event the most distressing and un­

expected, turned all their joy to the bitterest 

anguish. The reader must recollect, that 
Sir James Corpley had sent the prisoners 

taken at St. V errado to the Governor of the 
Spanish island of St. Domingo, with an ac­

count of the expedition, and his reasons for 

undertaking it: these reasons, however, did 

not satisfy the court of Spain ; the destruc­

tion of the colony was construed into an in­

fringement upon the rights of the Spanish 

Crown, and remonstrances were made to the 

British Cabinet. The inhabitants of St. 

Yerrndo were in vain represented as n ban-
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ditti, to whose depredations all Europe was 
subject ; the honour of the Spanish court 
was thought to be concerned and satisfaction 
demanded. Various negotiations between 
the Courts took place, ancl it was at last 
determined to punish the aggressors, viz. 
Sir James Corpley and the Colonel with 
exile. This was an unexpected stroke ; the 
joy which had for some months before enli­
vened the mansion of the Colonel was no 
more. Eleanor wept, Ambrose inveighed 
loudly against the sentence, which notwith­
standing the representations of the Colonel, 
he could not help thinking unjust, and both 
declared they ,vould follow their protector 
throughout the ,vorlcl. l\Iadame d'Oresty, 
said the same to her friend l\:Irs. Carlton, 
who felt rather on her husband's than on her 
own account, observing that it was of little 
importance what country she inhabited, if 
she had the society of her hug band, son, and 
friend. Ah ! said Eleanor, would to Rea­
Yen we ,i,·erc altogether in our isle ! This 
exclamation, uttered without design, gave 
birth to an idea in the mind of the Colonel 
which soon became the farnurite topic of 

T 
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conversation : it was no other than the 

founding of a colony in the island which 

had so long been a retreat to him and his 

pupils. He mentioned it to Sir James Corp­

ley, who immediately enterecl into it, and 

pointed out the probability of government's 

approving and encouraging such a plan ; in 

short they united their interests, obtained 

the permission and encouragement they de­

sired, and began to arrange every thing for 

the founding of a new colony. :Madame 

d'Oresty and their children still expressing 

their resolution of joining their fate with 

that of their friends, the Colonel thought 

proper to set before them the advantages 

they would forego by quitting a civilized 

country, where every enjoyment affluence 

could purchase awaited them, for one unfre­

quented, in which they must wait some years 

at least even for the conveniences of life; he 

said all that the most generous and dis­

interested mind could dictate upon the sub­

ject: but Madame d'Oresty, to the inexpres­

sible joy of Ambrose and Eleanor, declared, 

that as it coincided with the inclinations of 

her children, her resolution was fixed, and 
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that she had no higher ambition than to live 
and die with her friend. 

In about six months all was ready for 
their departure, and Sir James Corpley, the 
Colonel, Mrs. Carlton, Charles, Madame 
d'Oresty, her children, the worthy Mr. Mil­
lar, and honest Peter, embarked at Ports­
mouth, with about six hundred persons, 
men and women, who willingly followed as 
settlers in the new government. The 
voyage was favourable ; after a few weeks 
sail they drew near the ,vest Indies, and 
Ambrose and Eleanor began to search 
with wishful eyes for the island which had 
been the asylum of their infancy: at length 
the vessel directing its course eastward of 
Jamaica, they discerned from far the point of 
a rock which seemed familiar to them : the 
vessel approached ;-it was the same ;-it was 
their beloved isle. They beheld the melan­
choly vestiges of the forest destroyed by the con­
flagration ; the shore where they had fabri­
cated the little bark in which, alone and un­
protected, they had tempted the dangers of 
the sea. On landing they felt a thousand 
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pleasing sensations to find themselves again 

in an island, in which, though they had ex­

perienced some painful moments, they had 

passed years of peace and tranquillity. 

Every spot was visited; the place where 

their cabin stood ;-the cavern in which 

Derley expired ;-the grot where honest Peter 

was preserved ;-nor will it be asked if they 

visited the little mount shaded with myrrh 

trees; they were soon with their mother at 

the foot of the monument erected with their 

own hands to the memory of Derley, shedding 

with her the tear of gratitude and affection. 

In a short time the ground is cleared, 

and broken up ; buildings arise ; fortifica­

tions, even a port issues from the hands of 

the new colonists ; and in less than four 

years they have shelter, cultivated fields, 

in a word all the conveniences of life. Sir 

James Corpley and the Colonel, who were 

nominated joint-governors, in conj un~tion) 

formed a code of laws which were tendered 

to the people and universally approved. 

They governed the colony with that justice 

and mode1·ation, which formed the basis of 
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their characters ; and the fame of their wis­
dom, and of the happiness enjoyed under 
their administration soon reaching England, 
they had the pleasure of seeing the new co­
lony daily increase, and at length become one 
of the most flourishing ; it was called the 
Isle cf Twins, in memory of the desertion 
of the children, and the signal protection af­
forded them by Heaven. Kot long after 
the arrival of the new colonists, some Caribs, 
according to their usual custom, landed on 
the island; at the sight of the Europeans 
they embarked precipitately in their canoes, 
but the Colonel wishing to put some ques­
tions to them, ordered several to be de­
tained; the account they gave of their expe­
dition into the island once in three years 
was nearly the same as that given by Peter; 
with the addition that they often stayed se­
veral clays in the island, during which they 
planted maize and other grain, in the hope 
of finding it multiplied at their next visit. 
This singular custom explained l to the Co-
lonel what he had till now considered as a 
mystery, viz. the finding, on his first arrival 
in the island, entire plains of maiz_e, and a 



210 AMBROSE A~D ELEANOlt, 

variety of vegetable productio11s which re• 

quired the pains of culture, and consequently 

not to be expected in an uninhabited land ; 

but to return. A few years after their arrival 

in the island, the Colonel and l\frs. Carlton 

had the satisfaction of seeing their son 

Charles united to Eleanor ; and soon after 

Ambrose made choice of a young lady, the 

niece of Sir James Corpley_, universally es­

teemed for her amiable disposition and per­

sonal accomplishments. Honest Peter en­

joyed the tranquillity his years required, and 

his services merited; he died at an advanced 

age a few years after their arrival in the 

island, and was buried by the side of Derlcy, 

to whose memory a superb monument was 

erected. The worthy Mr. Millar lived 

universally respected, and by his virtues did 

honour to the religion he professed and 

maintained in the colony. Madame d'Oresty 

and her friend Mrs. Carlton had the plea­

sure of seeing their friendship perpetuated 

in their children, who by their conduct daily 

rendered themselves more deserving of their 

affection. In short all these worthy charac­

ters in this delightful retreat enjoyed that 
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tranquillity, which is the result only of 
virtue. 

Ambrose and Eleanor, through life, en­
tertained for their preceptor the tender res­
pect and gratitude which his conduct toward 
them justly merited, and which their hearts 
were so well formed to pay : they looked up 
to him as to the parent who fost€red, and to 
the friend who had guided their y'outh, ever 
bearing in remembrance, that the happiness 
they enjoyed in society was the fruit of those 
principles which they had imbibed from his 
precepts in solitude. 

TKE END. 

T. C. Hansard, Pater-noster·row Press. 
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