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THE HISTORY 01'' 

GOG A.ND MAGOG., 

CHAPTER I. 

"' O~IE ACCOUNT JF THE DO~IINIONS AND 
CHARACTER OF HUMBUG THE GIANT. 

MANY disputes have arisen among the 
learned respecting the origin of the 
city of London; and it has hitherto 
never been very satisfactorily explained, 
·why the two colossal statues of Gog 
and l\Iagog were placed in the Guild
hall of that famous capital. vVhat 
has been denied to antiquarian re
search, has been happily revealed to 
me, for the express purpose of being 
related to the nsmg generation; in 
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2 Hi:story of Gog and J11agog. 

order that future ages may haYe no 
doubt regarding t\vo points of know
ledge, in which so much of the happi
ness and pro~perity of the citizens of 
the British n1etropolis is so deeply 
involved. 

In a rude age, long· before the Roman 
legions, under the con1111and of Julius 
Crosar, invaded the island of Britain, 
it appears, by the most authentic \\Tit
ten chronicles of the time, that a huge 
giant inhabited a strong antl disnial 
'castle, situated ,vhere the G·uiltl-hall 
·of London now stands ; and that he 
ruled all the adjacent country with an 
·iron sceptre. l-Iis dominions extended 
frmn the banks of the pleasant Brent 
on the west, were bounded by the n1a
jestic tides of the Thames on the 
south, on the east tLey were ·watered 
by the n1eandering Lea, and extend-
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Ifistory of Gog and lffagog. 3 

cd so far to the north, as to co111pre
hend the breezy hills of Hampstead 
and Highgate. He ,vas, in a word, 
the greatest 1nonarch in the county of 
l\fiddlesex; and, there is even reason to 
believe, that his territories actually 
en1braced the ·whole extent of the shire. 
But, in a matter of this sort, it is unne
cessary to be more particular, espc
cia1Iy as his throne and sovereignty 
,verc utterly abolished by the events 
"rhich it is 1ny happy duty, as a faith
ful historian, to relate. 

At the period alluded to, no part of 
the island of Britain might have pre
sented such a scene of rural and pasto
ral beauty, as the don1inions of the 
giant. The soil was surprisingly fer
tile, particularly in those parts which 
are now occupied by the numcrou~ 
buildings of the city; indeed, the vcr/ 
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name of Cornhill, which exists to this 
day, indicates the amazing fertility of 
the spot: so that, but for the tyrant 
of the neighbouring castle, it would, in 
all human probability, haYe been an 
earthly paradise. Alas ! his ruthless 
sway rendered it a solitude, compared 
to what it now is. 

The name of this monstrous giant 
was Hum bug) and his dispositions were 
not more merciless than his appearance 
'\Vas dreadful to behold. His hair and 
beard were of a coal-black colour; his 
eyes sparkled "-ith malignant ferocity 
tO'wards the ,vhole race of mankind; 
and his complexion l\"as of that paHid 
hue, which denotes hardness of heart. 
He set no bounds to his inordinate 
desires, but seized eYerything that he 
coveted, in the most lawless manner ; 
and the malice of his vengeance was 

.... 

0 '' 

'I' 
• Ii j 

I l 



Ifistm·y of Gog and 1'1agog. 5 

chiefly directed against the defenceless, 
-which is alwass the case with per
sons of evil inclinations : and giants 
are remarkably liable to have inc1ina
tions of the worst kind. 

In this manner 1-Iumbug had lived; 
or, 111ore properly speaking, had domi
neered, to the great terror and dismay 
of the country, for upwards of fifty sears. 
That he "·as, in consequence, cordially 
hated, need not be told; but ho had 
the folly to think he was capable of in
spiring a beautiful soung lady with 
senti1uents of the tender passion : so 
much docs self-love blind even giants 
to their defects, as well as the sons of 
111en. For I-Iu1nbug was at this ti1110 
old and corpulent ; and the natu1~al 
badness of his temper ,vas aggraYated 
by the gout, a disease which he had 
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6 History of Gog and Afagog. 

brought upon himself by the liberties 
·which he took ·with fish flesh and 

' ' fowl. 

CHAP. II. 

HO\VHUl\IBUGTHE GIANT FELLIN LOV.E 
"WITH THE BEAUTIFUL PRINCESS LO.N
DONA. 

ONE fine summer's day, as I-Iumbug 
·was taking a stroll by himself, 1nedi
tating on the benevolence of Nature, in 
raising so many nutricious herbs, to 
giYe beef, mutton; and Yenison their 
savoury juices, he happened to spy the 
charming Londona, walking alone on 
the n1argin of a purling· brook, now 
known by the name of Fleet-ditch, and 
highly celebrated as such by Pope, that 
great poet; but which was then a crys-
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Ilistory of Gog and Magog. 7 

tal rivulet, overshadowed with elder
trees and willows. 

Greatly astonished at the splendor of 
her beauty, he thought proper to fall 
desperately in love with her ; not 
aware that she could never return 
his passion ; for she was the daugh
ter of a king, whon1 he had himself 
dethroned, and n1tudered, many year~ 
before; and whose crown and dignity 
he had usurped in the n1ost shameful 
manner. 

When he beheld Londona he did not 
know her name ; nor, indeed, was he 
acquainted that the daughter of hiG 
,Tictim existed ; for, from the death of 
her royal father, that unfortunate prin
cess had remained concealed in the 
cottage of an old won1an~ called Mary 
Lebon, who lived at the bottom of the 
:verdant rising ground, so well known 
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to the 111etropolitan youth of both sc. ·cs 
by the name of Primrose-hill. It has 
been c011jcctured t!1at the cottage of 
old l\ilary Lebon stood on the very spot 
where Chalk-farn1 public-house is now 
situated,--so renowned as the scene of 
duels, and other feats of hcrois1n and 
gallantry. 

I-laving looked at th(} princess some 
time, and seeing her greatly ag·italcd 
at the sight of him, which he supposed 
was owing to the soft impression 
his appearance n1ade on her heart, 
he went to,rards her; and, falling on 
his knees at her feet, declared his loYe 
,vi th all the rhetoric of ·which he was 
rnastcr. Placing his hand on his 
breast, he assured her, with the since
rity of a giant, that the radiance of her 
e:yes quite rnelted his heart ; and that, 
if she did not consent to beco1ne his 

' I, 

~ill 
I 



is 

Ifistory of Gog and fifagog. 9 

bride, he would expire in agonies on 

the spot, and leave the recollection of 

his death as a ghost to upbraid her 

conscience. Londona, however, kne\V 

his character too well, to entertain the 

slightest ~ympathy for any such love 

as his ; and n1oreover, reflecting that 

he was the murderer of her father, she 

rejected his fond entreaties with the 

most dignified contempt. 
Her scorn, however, on] y served to 

inflame his passion ; and he became at 

last so rude and in1portunate, that she 

saw no other way of escaping the 

menaces of his affection, than by taking 

to her heels, and running off as fast as 

she could. 
Being ni111bler than the giant, she 

·would have certainly escaped; but, un

fortunately, in running up Holborn

hill,-which was then a smooth and 
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verdant declivity, enamelled with dai
sies,-her foot slipped, and she tumbled 
do\vn. Before she could recover her
self, the giant can1e up ; and, seizing 
her by the hair, carried her to his 
gloon1y abode, and threw her into a 
dark dungeon, in the hope of thereby 
gaining her affections. 
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CHAP. III. 

HO"\V GOG AND MAGOG RESOLVED TO 
AVENGE THE ,vRONGS OF THE PRIN
CESS LONDONA. 

A.T the time that Humbu~ the giant 
con1n1ittcd this violent outrage on the 
Princess Londona, a 1niller, who lived 
on the identical spot ·where Westmin
ster-hall now stands, had two sons, twins, 
called Gog and ~Iagog. These young 
men were nnlCh renowned among per
sons of their ovvn condition in life, for 
strength of body, and the generosity of 
their dispositions. They excelled all 
their companions in feats of vigour 
and 1nanly dexterity: in short, there 
vvas not one in the whole district, sub

ject to the tyrannical giant, who could 
compare with Gog and l\'lagog, either 
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12 llistory of-Gog and ilfagog. 

in 111asculine stature, or the valiant 
virtues of frank and generous hearts. 

It happened that, on the very day on 
which the outrage was perpetrated, a 

fair ,yas held on a green hill ; where, 
by-the-bye, Julius Cresar, many years 
aftervvards, built the TovYer: and that 
Gog and Magog· were at the fair, en
joying the sports and pastimes, when 
the news arrived. Filled ·with noble 
indignation at this fresh instance of 
the giant's lawless tyranny, they loudly 
exclaimed to their companions, that it 
was disgraceful to endure any longer 
the arbitrary oppression of such a des
pot; declaring, at the same time, that 
if they \Vere well supported, they would 
not scruple to attempt the rescue of 
the unfortunate princess. 

Their known brayery, and the va
lour with ,vhich they expressed them-
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Ilistory of Gog and 11Iagog. 13 

selres, gaye resolution and energy to 
all who heard them. The amusements 
of the fair ·were suspended; and the 
most pron1pt and decisiv~ measures 
taken, on the instant, to attack the fe
rocious Humbug·, in his gloomy for
tress. Gog divided the soung· men, 
who1n his eloquence had inspired, into 
different companies, and appointed 
captains to each: while l\fagog went 
,vith a detachment, breathing re,·enge, 
to provide weapons suitable to their 
·warlike enterprise. 

It is, I presume, unnecessary to in
form my attentive auditors, that, in the 
rude period in which this affair took 
place, fire-arms were totally unknown ; 
but, peraaps, it is not generally under
stood, that even swords were not then 
invented: at least, I have not found 
any such thing n1entioned in the nu-

c 



14 History of Gog and Jlfagog. 

merous vol um es that ha Ye furnished 
me with the materials from which I 
have compiled this n1ost authentic his
tory. The fact seen1s to be, that the 
only warlike ·weapons then in use, were 
clubs and shields; but eyen with these 
the country lads, who were enjoying 
the diversions of the fair, were not 
provided; for I find it recorded, that 
Magog led his men to the banks of the 
Fleet rivulet, where they cut down the 
elder and ,villow-trccs which, as I haye 
already n1entioned, oversha<lowea its 
limpid and purling waters, and con
verted, the trunks and branches into 
hostile ·weapons. lVith these they re
turned to Gog; and, having distributed 
the clubs thus procured, the whole 

· body 1noved tovvards the giant's castle 
in battle array. 
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CHAP. IV. 

I-Iff\.Y GOG AND l\IAGOG 1''ERE R.EP"CLSED 
IlY THE GIANT HUJ\'IB UG, AND \VHAT 

ENSUED. 

TnE warden of the castle being at his 

post, on the top of the highest tower, 
saw the army of Gog and Magog ad

,1ancing over Cornhill, and instantly 

sounded an alarm. Humbug, with all 

his tyrannical qualities, ·was not defi

cient in personal courage; but, as he 

,vas rather adYanccd in years, corpu

lent, and afflicted with the gout, he 

could not 1110-vc about with that celerity 

"'hich he was wont to shew on the 

:field of glory. I-lo;vever, he buckled 
on his arn1our as fast as he could ; and, 

heading his vassals, boldly issued fron1 

the castle-gate, with colours flying, and 
C 2 



16 I-Iistory of Gog and JJiagog. 

all the pride, pomp, and circumstance 
of glorious war, determined to conquer 
or die : at all eYents, to punish the in
surgents with exemplary rigour. 

Goo· and l\'.Iao·oo· not bein o· then 0 0 0 0 . 

versed in the stratagen1s of ,var, were 
not prepared for those open and offen
sive proceedings. The result ,vas, 
that the giant and his followers, expe
rienced as they were in military enter
prises, complete]y disconcerted then1 ; 
and, after a short conflict, in lvhich no 
want of courage was shewn on the 
part of the champions of Londona, 
and their companions, the braYe JO-nths 
were obliged to make a precipitate 
retreat. 

I-Iumbug, fatigued with his exertions 
in the field, was satisfied with this vic
tory, and retired to his castle; while 
the assailants foll back to the top of 
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LHdgate-hill, and halted on a spot 

Yvhich was eYer after deemed sacred, 

and is now occupied by the 111agnifi

cent structure of St. Paul's Cathedral. 

Gog and l\Iagog, conscious tbat their 

enterprise had been rashly undertaken, 

freely confessed this to their compa•• 

nions, but advised them not to consider 

the cause as hopeless ; on the contrary, 

to assure themselves, that, by pro

perly using the instruction which they 

had received fro1n adverse fortune, 

they would, in the end, attain that ob

ject they had all so nuwh at heart. 
Greatly encouraged by these cheer

ing assurances, the whole party re
solved to prosecute the war with re

don bled vigour ; and, in order to do so 

·with the more eflbct, it was agreed that 

they should march back to the place 

where the fair had been held, and for-

e 3 



18 Hist(Yry of Gog and }jtfagog. 

tify the hilJ, as a place of refuge, frmn 
the vassals of the giant; and as a depot 
for arms and provisions, which they 
perceived it became necessary to col
lect, in order to carry on the contest 
properly. Hence it is that this spot, 
now called the To,Ner of London, has, 
in all subsequent ages, been the grand 
magazine of the n1ilitary stores of the 
British nation: a decided proof of the 
discernment and n1iiitary genius of 
Goo· and l\1ao-oo'. 0 0 0 
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CHAP. V. 

no,v GOG AND 1\IAGOG PROCEEDED TO 
ATTACK THE CASTLE. 

,vuEN the hill was fortified, by dig
ging the ditch around it, which re-
1nains to this day, and the whole 
inclosed with a strong pailisade, which 
occupied the line of the present walls ; 
Gog and l\,lagog invited every person, 
who had suffered by the t,yranny of 
Ilumbug, or ,vho resented his manifold 
aggressions, to take refuge ,vithin the 
inclosure: for, as it was resolved to 
,vage war, until he ,vas completely 
subdued, it was natural to expect he 
"'ould wreak his Yengeance on all w~o 
had suffered by him ; conscious as he 
·was, that they n1ust, therefore, be hi 
cnenues. 
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In consequence of a proclamation to 
this effect, a great number of families, 
·with their property, flocked into the 
fortress ; and the tvro champions, and 
their friends, having, in the mean time, 
in1proved their arms and discipline, 
marched out again to hazard another 
battle. 

The giant, awake to the increasing 
danger of his situation, was not, in the 
n1ean time, idle. Ile strengthened 
the ·walls of his castle, exercised his 
troops ·with the skill of an experience&! 
general; and, in the hope that Londona 
mig·ht be induced to mediate between 
him and the insurgents, he softened 
the rigours of her captivity. But she 
was not to be deceived, nor tempted, 
by this change. Iler demeanour to
,vards hin1 remained unaltered; and, 
when he s01netin1cs stormed at her 
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aslubborn virtue, she replied to his fury 

with silent scorn; as became her 

beauty, and illustrious birth; and an

swered his threats, by expressing her 

perfect persuasion that his downfall 

,vas at hand. 
On the morning of that day, the 

anniversary of which has ever since 

been consecrated to manly recreations 

by the inhabitants of the English capi

tal, under the nan1e of Easter Monday, 

Gog and Magog advanced towards 

the walls of the castle, which ,vere 

thronged with forn1idable warriors, and 

bands of archers, stationed at the win

dows, and on the tops of all the towers. 

They haltccl in a field, through ,vhich a 

foot-pnth then ran, that, in process of 

ti111e, has become the street of Cheap

side; and Gog, having a large horn 

suspended froin his neck by a leathern 
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thong, stepped out in front, · and blew . 
a loHd blast, summoning the giant to 
a parleJ. Hnmbug regarded this as a 
mere braYado; and, instead of ans\vcr ... 
ing, a.s, according to the laws ?f war, 
he was bound to do, he shoo:{ his spear 
at the youthful champion, as if he liad 
been a country-gentle111an, and Gog a 
school-boy coming to break into his 
orchard. 

This convinced the army of Gog and 
l\fagog that it ,vas unnecessary to treat 
,vith such a :fierce and faithless tyrant; 
but that blows were the only terms in 
·which they ought to address him; 
Accordingly, they 1narched brascly up 
to the castle; and, getting close under 
the wa11s, the archer;:; at the "·indows, 
and in the towers, could do them no 
offence. I1umbug, who had uot anti
cipated any such n1anwu,rrc, was, for a 
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Ilistory of Gog and JHagog. 23 

n10ment, disconcerted; but the evil 

genius, which constantly attended him, 
soon suggested an expedient worthy of 

his character. Ile ordered the beauti
ful Lo~1dona to be instantly brought 
forth, ,,vith a rope round her neck; and, 

looking down fr0111 his lofty station 
o-rcr the castle-gate, he cried to Gog 
and Magog, that, if they did not imme
diately withdraw their troops, he ,vould 
strangle the lady before their eyes. 
This singular and desperate stratagem 
had the effect intended. The generous 

· Gog and ~lagog could not remain and 
see the lady perish; and, therefore, they 
immediately drew off their n1en, and 
returned, extremely down-hearted ·at 
this second failure, to their fortress . 
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CHAP. VT. 

HO\V GOG AND MAGOG i\lAGNANnrons. 
LY DEVOTED THEIR LIVES AXD PRO
PERTY FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF 
LONDON.A. 

Hu)IBUG having discoYered, by the 
effect of this stratagem, that he had the 
means of controlling his enemies in his 
own power, no sooner saw the arn1y of 
the champions at a conYenient distance, 
than he sent out a herald, on a black 
charger, to demand, by sound of trun1-
pet, as the price of Londona's life, that 
the braye twin-brothers should be de
livered into his hands. This auda
cious proposal met with a suitable 
answer. The whole army, with one 
heart and voice, exclaimed, with indig·
tion, that they never would be guilty of 
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so great a crime ; that they knew her 

life would not be one jot safer by sacri

ficin g Gog and fdagog ; and that, if he 

ventured to hurt a hair of her head, 

they ,vould cut him into as n1any 

pieces as there ·were hairs on his own. 

But Gog and Magog saw that they 

were neYer to expect a pardon for their 

rebellion ; and, therefore, thought the 

best thing they could do, ·would be to 

negociate ·with the giant, and offer 

themselYes in exchange for the prin

cess. They accordingly communicated 

this generous intention to their compa

nions, by whom every argument that 

affection and reason could suggest was 

urged, in vain, to dissuade them from 

this self-immolation. They were, how

ever, firn1 to their purpose; and, hav

ing chosen a proper person to make 

D 
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the overture to the giant, they waited 
his return with undaunted serenity. 

flumbug· having found, by this time, 
that it ,va~ hopeless to think Londona 
would ever consent to become his bride, 
,vas glad of an opportunity to get at 
once so well rid of her, and to obtain 
his bvo most formidable enemies into 
his hands. He therefore at once ac
quiesced in the proposal; and the next 
n1orning was appointed to carry this 

·treaty into effect. The place appoint
ed for Londona to be delivered to the 
giant, and for Gog and 1\'Iagog to sur
render themselves, ,vas on the top of 
Cornhill, where the Royal Exchange 
now stands. "\Vhethcr the name took 
its rise from this transaction may be 
questioned; but the spot is still held in 

· great reverence by the citizens of Lon
don. It is not, however, any part of 

an,! 
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' my task to settle differences of opinion, 

and I haYc only alluded to the circu111-

stance, that s01ne learned doctor, more 

conversant in n1attel's of this sort, may 

investigate the business for the satis

faction of the 1nembers of the Anti-. 
quarian Society, as well as the Court 

of Aldermen, who are all lan1entably 

ignorant of the illustrious fact, of which 

I ha Ye the felicity of being the :first mo

dern historian. "\Vhat ancient autho

rities have said on the subject, falls 

not within the scope of the present 
1 

narrative. 

D 2 



2'3 

CIIAP. VII. 

HO\V GOG AND 1\IAGOG ,vEH.E EX
CHANGED }'OR THE PRINCESS LON
DONA. 

THE lady ·was led to the spot Yeiled, 
and in tears, at the ti1ne appointed; and 
Gog and Magog, her gallant cham~ 
pions, stepped forward, at the same 
moment, with a 1nanly air, and deliver
ed themselves into the hands of the 
officers of their implacable enemy, by 
wh01n they were immediately con
ducted to the castle, in the hall of ,v ;ch Humbug was seated, at the 
upper end. 

It would require the pen of a master 
to describe the interview. The giant 
looked at the two courag·eous youths 
with an aspect of 1ningled rcYenge au<l. 
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cruelty, and his huge bulk was terribly 
shaken vvith the conflict of violent pas
sions. At one n1oment he seemed 
disposed to tear thern in pieces, and 
give their limbs to his dogs; at ano
ther he eyed them ,vith an expression 
of abhorrence, as if he had a presenti
ment that they were destined to end 
his flagitious career. But, after de
bating within hin1self in ,vhat 1nanner 
he might best glut his vengeance by 
their destruction, and spitting in their 
faces with perfect rage, he ordered 
the1n to be thrown into separate dun
geons, to await his pleasure. 

Gog and Magog, as you have seen, 
being possessed of firm and unda1P ved 
111inds, listened to the exasperated 
threats of the tyrant in the coolest man
ner; and, warily casting their eyes 
round the hall, saw piles of clubs and 

D 3 
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shields in different places. I-laving 

been born tyc,·ins, and resen1bling each 

other strongly in person and character, 
they happened also to think much 

alike; accordingly, without communi

cating their thoughts to one another, 
they both resoh·ed, at the same time, 

that, when they "'·ere next brought 

before the giant, to take an opportu
nity of seizing· some of the arms in the 

hall, and free themselves and their 

country fron1 his oppression on the 

spot. 
In the 111ean time, Londona, ·who had 

been conducted by the friends of Gog 
and J\.lagog· to the fortress, was incon

solable at the idea of having caused 

the death of hvo such courageous young 
men; for it was not doubted that 

Hun1bug· had sacrificed then1 to his 

ungovernable veng;cance. , 7hen she 
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had awhile indulged her sorrow for 
their fate, she recollected that, being 
herself the daughter of a British king, 
she was qualified to lead annies to 
battle; and that it more became her 

blood, and birth, to avenge the wrongs 
that had been done, than to bewail it 
with tears. She thereupon rose fron1 
the seat where she had sat weeping ; 
and, going out to the crowd of Joung· 
111en who were n1ourning the loss of 

their leaders, and repining at their 
own want of resolution,., in permitting 
such a sacrifice to take place, address
ed them in very lofty language, and 
rebuked them for thinking that she, the 
daughter of a royal line, would tamely 
allow the destroyer of her father, the 
usurper of her birth-right, and the 
wasteful oppressor of their con1mon 
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country, to continue in the enjoyment 
of his crimes. 

The heroic senti111ents of Londona 
met with lively sympathy in every 
bosom. Shouts of admiration and de
votion ans,vcred her address, followed 
,vith cries of impatience to be led on 
to attack the tyrant in his strong-hold. 
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CHAP. vur. 

HOW THE GIA.NT USED GOG A.ND 
MAGOG. 

THE war, which I have thus described 
as commencing at Easter, had raged 
all the ~ummer in the bosoms of the 
antag·onists, and the autumn was by 

this tin1e long over. In fact, it ~'as 
the Dth of November when the ex
change of Londona for Gog and Magog 
took place, a day annually commemo
rated by the Lord Mayor resigning the 
magisterial functions to his successor ; 
a ceremony instituted to keep up to all 
posterity the memory of the delive
rance of Londona. 

"\Vhen Huinbug had settled his 
scheme of torture, he seated hitnself at 
his supper-table, and ordered Gog and 
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Magog to be brought before him. The 
prisoners, expecting to be put to death; 
had thought it unnecessary that morn
ing to take any breakfast; they were, 
therefore, exceedingly hungry. The 
giant knew this, and had directed his, 
cook to prepare a sumptuous banquet, 
of the most savoury viands, that he 
might sharpen their appetite ·with the 
s1nell. Smarting· with the pains of 
hunger, as Gog and Magog· then ·were, 
they bore the tantalizing offers ,vhich 
Humbug n1ade them, of dainty morceJs 
on his fork, with as n1uch apparent 
equanimity as their statues overlook 
the vanishing luxuries of the city-feast, 
which is annually held in the same 
place, to perpetuate a just abhorrence 
of the tyrant's 1nethod of torture. 

When the giant perceived that they 
·were not to be n1oved by his insulting-

an 



e 

r, 

lP 

of 

,Is 

nt 

ok 
• ,, 

History of Gog and Magog. 85 

and refined cruelty, he grew exce~d
in gly fierce; and, bending forward, he 
grinned ~,ith vexation in their face. 
This was too much for their patience; 
and they both simultaneously hit him 
such a blow in the mouth, with their 
fists, that it loosened several of his 
enorn1ous teeth. The instantaneous 
pain of the blow stunned him for a mo
ment, and he rose upon them like a 
tempest. 

One of his attendants, having ob
served the manner in ·which they had 
struck the giant, would have sacrificed 
then1 ·on the instant, but Humbug call
ed to hin1 to-forbear, for they were his 
own prey, and he would rive into frac
tions the audacious n1ortal that dared 
to interfere with his reyenge. 

The prisoners, who had retreated to 
the bottom of the hall from the prcsenco 
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of the wrathful giant, saw no possibi
lity of escape; and the servants, whom 
the uproar had gathered round, stood 
so between them and the piles of clubs 
and shields, that they had no means of 
defence in their power. 

The giant ca1ne towards them, di
lated with passion, and thundering 
vengeance ; but, just as he approached 
so ne~r as to put forth his hand to 
seize Gog by the throat, l\Iagog leapt 
forward, and gave him such a stamp 
with his heel on the gouty toe, that the 
1nonster roared out in an agony of 
pain, and the courageous youths again 
escaped fro1n his clutches. 
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CHAP. IX. 

no,v TIJE PRI~C.ESS LONDONA AD
VAXCED TO STOR.\f TH.E CASTLE OF 
HU:\IBUG, AND no,v TIIE GIANT \VAS SLAIN. r 

IN the meantime, the spirited London a 
advanced towards the castle, and, the 
night being dark, she led her arn1y 
close to the walls undiscovered ; when 
she paused for a moment, and listened 
to the noise which raged within; for 
the outcry of the giant sounded lm~cl 
and terrible, and she feared that he 
,yas then busy with the destruction of 
'his victims. 

Without loss of time, she therefore 
'<lirected a number of her stoutest men 
to kneel do\vn on all-fours, and the rest 
to mount on their backs, and so to scale 

.E 
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the walls, herself shewing thc1n a most 
intrepid example. By this bol<l and 
skilful enterprise, she made herself 
n1istress of the v\·all:s and tmYers be
fore the warden hall time to sound an 
alarn1; and, whc~ he had winded his 
l1orn, the Yassals and retainers who 
,vere assembled iu the ha1l, thoug·ht at 
first that he had only done ~o in con~e
quence of the uproar between Ilum~ug 
~nd the prisoners. 

This-fortunate mi&conccplion of the., 
signal on their part, enabled the con-. 
rageous Princess to attack the inner. 
wards before the.household were a1tvare. 
of their danger: indeed, i.t ,,·as uot 
until the noise of the assailants oYcr
powered the groans and roaring ven
geance of the giant, that those who 
.were in the hall h_~<l the slight~s~ n?tf on 
of what was going (orward. I~um~ug 

of 
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himself first observed the noise, and 
exclaimed, with a tremendous oath, 

that he would make dog's-meat of the 
rioters. But, in tho same n1oment, a 

thundering peal was rattled on the fold
ing doors of the hall; and, the doors 

· flying open, Londona entered, followed 
by a num her of her troops .. At the sight 
of her, the giant saw that he was un
done; and Gog and ~Iagog·, having 
obtained a club a-piece, levelled toge
ther such a blow on his forehead, that 
they laid hi1n brainl-ess at the foet of the 
Princess. 

F 9. ;w 
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CHAP. X. 

IIO\Y LOXDONA REYrARDED GOG A~D 
MAGOG li'OR THEIR NOBLE SELF. 
DEVOTION IN HER CAL'SE. 

TnE remorseless tyrant, "vho had so 
Jong· oppressed the country, being thus 
fo.icl low, his vassals and retainers sur
rendered at discretion, and the castle 
and territory were declared the conquest 
of the princess Londona. After a day 
of danger and fatigue, there is nothing 
so comfortable as an excellent supper; 
Uhd fortunately, the sumptuous banquet 
vrhich IIumbug had prepared for his 
O\Hl luxurious appetite, stood ready to 
regale the victors. The Princess ac
co1dingly taking the hca<l of the table, 
a11d requesting· Gog and ftiagog to 
pbcc Lhcm~clvc::; on her right and left, 
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she directed her most distinguished of
ficers also to be seated; and, cutting
up a large venison pasty, she com-

1nenced the convivial operations of that 
cycr-memoraLle evening. 

After supper, on the cloth being re-
1noved, and .lVon Nobis sung with great 

effect, she fillcq. a bumper, and pro
posed as a toast-The health of Gog and 

1\Iagog; observing that, " but for their 
bol<l and masterly measures, she might 
still haYc been in the thraldon1 of her 
implacable enemy, and the whole coun
try still groaning beneath the intole
rable burthen of his oppression." 

Iler speech was frequently inter
t·u pte(i by the n1ost enthusiastic shouts 

of admiration, and the toast received 

,vith thunders of applause. 
,vhen the acchunu.tious had snb .... 

slded, G ug ch u e , and , in a speech re .. 
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p1ete with the noblest sentiments, re
turned thanks for the honour that had 
been done to him and his brother; de
claring that, " ,Yhile a drop of blood 
:flowcJ in thci r Ycins, they would 
cheerfully shed it in defence of injured 
innocence; that it was parLicularly 
gratifying to him, as well as his gal
lant rclalion, to rnccl such an assem
bla0·coftheir couulrYrncn on soi11tcrcst-o .., 

in~- an occasion. ""\V c focl," exclaimed 
the magnanimous Gog·, " that we urc 
n1orc than repaid for all our en<lcayours 

in the field of battle ; for all the dangers 
l\·e haYo encountered; an<l for all the 
in~u1ts that we ha Ye cu<lurcd,-b) these 
fhttcring· testimonies of your approba .. 
lion, than which nothing can be n1ore 

grati('"ing to our heart~ ; and we arc 
free to declare, and we <lo so n-ith the 

1ulwusL :-,iuc:crity, that our fce!Jlc cxcr .... 

' • ,. 

l 
t. 

tna 



llistoty rf G.'1g and lJJagng. --13 

tions \vould have been of no avail in the 

great struggle for all that was dear to 
us as men, had those exertions not been 
seconded by the heroic achrcYements of 
that incomparable Princess at the head 

of the table-a Princess, whose wis
dom in council is only surpassed by her 
abilities in the field ; and how much 
these excel those of every other lady, I 

need not point out to sour judicious at
tention: for ye have witnessed with 

what intrepidity she ad,,anced, with 
what resolution she persevered, until 
the enemy of social order, and the child 

and champion of anarchy and confusion, 
,,

1 as laid prostrate at her feet. With 
-your permission, after returning -you 
mv vvarmest thanks for the honour you 

have done to me and my gallant rcla
ti-re on the left of the chairwoman, I 
,,,ould therefore propose the health of 

the princess Lon dona." 
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It ·would be in vain for me even to 
attempt to describe the rapture with 
which this toast \Yas received by the 
"'hole company. Suffice it to say, that 
there never was an evening spent with 
n1ore convivial reciprocity, and that 
the form of proceedings, as to drinking 
healths and returning thanks, pi-actised 
on that interesting occasion, has be
come a precedent Yrhich the citizens of 
London have never allowed to become 
ob~olete when they entertain the illus
triou IS or Llie renowued. 
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CHAP. XI. 

110\Y THE PRINCESS RESOLVED TO 
BLILD A CITY, A~D CALLED IT 
LO~DO~, APJ'I:R HERSELF. 

K EXT n1orning the Princess summoned 
a council of all her follo":ers, the friends 
and companions of Gog ~nd l_\,fag·og; 
and, having· informed them, that being 
happily restored to the throne of her an
cestors, with dominions extended by 
the oYerthrow of lhe giant Humbug, 
she was determined to build a capital 
city, and that she thought the families 
who had taken refuge within the for
tress of her gallant deli, erers, should 
remain on the spot, and become the first 
inhabitants. 

The proposal \Yas receiycu with ~Teat . 
~ 

approbation ; and Gog· and l\Iagog ad-
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Yisecl the Princess to honour with par
ticular priYileges all the braYe young 
n1en ·who hac.l co-operated in the storm
ing of the castle. This suggestion not 
only 1net the disposition of Londona, 
but of all present; and she acqorcling
]y declared, that those who hacl united 
thcmseh·cs to the entcrpri.::e of Gog and 
l\lagog, should be distinguisbed fro1n 
the rest of the inhabitants asher special 
vassals; by ,~,hicb, in process of time, 
they came lo be known as the Ii yeryrncn 
of Londona. 'f o these, as they "·ere 
too numerous for purposes of business, 
she g·a,·c authority to elect a certain 
number of the most inlelligent 1nem
bers of their body to form a council; 
and out of this institution grew the now 
fll'-farned common council _of London. 

"\Vhcn she lrn: l t~1us giYen a founda
ti_pn a~1d a coa. titution to the city, 

1nd 
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and called it London, after her own 
name; as Rome, several ages later, 
\Yas nained fron1 its founder Romulus, 
the brother of Rernus, who, as every 
classical scholar knows, were suckled 
by a wolf. 

F 
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CHAP. XII. 

no,vTIT.E CO::\UTON COUNCIL RESOLYED 
TO .ADDRESS THJ~ PHL re,:J,~SS, .A;\'D IN" 

\YHA'l' MANX.ER THE COURT Olo' .AL
DElL\IE~ ORICL-ATED. 

Tnrs amiable and legitimate Princess 
being thus restored to tl1e throne of her 

ancestors,--the first inr-tancc of 1,10 jo) ful 

an event in the records of Briti8h his
tory,-and her_sul~jecls being extremely 
anxious to obtain an heir to the throne, 
of the same illustrious race, it \Yas sug
gested, in Common Council assembled, 
that a most dutiful aud losal address 
should be drawn up, and presented to 
the Princess, imploring tli3.t her hjgh
ness might be graciously pleased to 

take into her royal consideration the 

alre 

t, 
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expediency of allying· herself with son1e 
distinguis1.Jed fainily, in order to secure, 
to her loYing subjects and their pos
terity, the great blessings ·which they 
already experienced under her benign 
sway. 

In a 111atter of such grave import
ance, too 1nuch deliberation could not 
be employed ; and therefore it ,vas 
1noved, by l\ir. Deputy Gog, that the 
different ,Yards of the nevv city, which 
"·as daily increasing in population, 
should be required to select fro1n among 
the eldest of lhe wisest of the house.
keepers, in the respectiYc wards, a fit 
person to adYise and assist in drawing· 
up the said dutiful and loyal address. 
Ilis brother, NI.r. Deputy lviagog·, se
conded the motion ; which, after son1c 
judicious observations fro1n Deputy 
Dixit:- all(l a long irrelevant speech by 

r-2 
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l\Ir. "\Vaffman, two persons who busied 

themseh-es Yery nn1eh on the subject 

of places and pensions in these remote 

days, was finally carried. 

The wards accordingly elected their 

respective eldcr-n1en; a title \Yhich, by 

those changes that living languages 

are subject to, has since been altered 

to that of aldermen. 

These representatives of the wards, 

or aldermen, as they are now ca11cd, 

having 1nct as a co1nmittee, framed a 

very suitable address for the occasion; 

which, being approved of by the C0111-

mon Council, they ·were appointed to 

carry up the address ; and Gog and 

l\'.Iagog having, in the meantime, been 

chosen sheriffs for the city and l\liddle

sex, were directed to enquire when 

the address \Voa1d be received. I-Iencc 

,. ro.1c t:hc practice of the sheriff.5, on all 

n h 
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similar occasions, apprising the ru1ing 
soYcreign of the city addresses, fur

nishing, at the same time, a copy, that 
the Court n1ight have time to prepare a _ 

:suitable answer. 



CHAP. XllI. 

Hff\V THE PRINCESS LONDOXA RE
f'EIYED THE ALDER~IEN, AND BE
STOVVED THE TITLE OF "MY LORD 
l\fAYOR ;'' ,vITH SOME CURIOUS FACTS 
TIESPECTING THE ORIGIN 011' NE\VS
PAPERS 1N~ CLUB►ROO:MS. 

THE Princess, on being infotmed of 

the object of the address, the first from 

her new city, determined to receiYe 

the deputation seated upon her throne. 

'Thus was a precedent established, by 

which, in time, the citizens of London 

became possessed of this e1n iable pri

vilege, which they have ever since 
claimed, of addressing· the sovereign 

on the throue; and here, it should be 

re1narked, that there was nothing, in 

the first instance, to ju:-itify the modern 
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pretensions of the Common Council to 
,the enjoyment of the same privilege : 
it being clear, from all the learned 
authorities which we have consulted, in 
drawing up this authentic history, that 
it was the aldermen, and not the Com
r.aon Council, who obtained this distin~ 
guished honour. 

On the day appointed, the deputa
tion, vvith sheriffs Gog· and l\iagog, set 
out, in grand procession, for the royal 
palace at Tottenha111 Court. On their 
arrh·al, they were recei,ed with great 
state, and conducted, by the usher of 
the black rod, into the presence-cha1n
ber, where the Recorder of the city 
read the address with appropriate so-
len111ity. At this period, the office of 
recorder was a very important one; 
for, as neither the Bell nor Lancastc
rian schools had then hccn cstahli ;;;hcd , 
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none of tho corporation cou!d write, or 

cYcn reatl. The title of the office ex

presses the duty which then attached 
to it,-that of recording the transac
tions of the corporation. 

The Princess ,vas deeply affected 

,\·ith this expression of the great inte

rest which the citiz~ns of her g·ood cily 
of London took in her bappines~, and 
the stability of her throne; and replied, 

with all that delicacy, grace, and dig
nity, which ever adorns persons of her 
Ligh station. 

\Ve ~hou1d lmYe been happy to Iw.Yc 
been able to foxour our readers ·with a 
copy of the speech; but, unfortunately, 

the folio of the record in ~vhich it \Yas 

preserved, we s destroyed in the fire of 

London; a circumstance greatly to be 
regTelted, as it lias thrown a cloud of 

ob::::curits over tl1is inlcrc~ling pa1 t of 
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the history of the 1netropolis of the 

British empire. \Ve have, however, 

had the good fortune to obtain a very 

curious docuinent, which was lately 

discovered, on ren10-ving that part of the 

ancient wa11 of the city which forn1cd 

the scite of Old Bedlam ; and which, 

on being examined by a special c01n

mittee of that learned body, the Anti

quarian Socicly, appears to ha Ye been 

a nmnuscript newsrapcr of the ti1ne, 

entitled The Trum,peter, conlaining a 

progran1me of the whole ceremony. It 
is not legible throughout; but enough 

remains, to enable us to ascertain, that 

it was on this occasion that the title 

and dignity of" l\'.{y Lo RD ~1AYOR," was 

given to the senior alderman : at least 

it1 is stated, in the leading paragraph 

of The Trwnpeter, that the Princess 

honoured him with the title of Af.y 



Lo1·d J1fcjor, from the Yery circum

sbu:ce of hi8 being' the senior; aud few 
,viii dispute that 111ayor is not a cor
ruption of that term. 

EYerv classical reader k.1ows that .. 
Julius Cmsar introduced into Rome 
the practice of circulating bu1lctins or 
comrncntaries,-thc newsp~pers of that 
dh._y; but, until the discoYcry of the 
1tntiqnarian _Socicty, it Y\Tas nc-rer eYen 

suspected, that he took t!1c hint frQ1n 
the customs of this country, when he, 
as the Napo1con of his day, caine 
l1ithcr, m~d oyerturncd Lhe ancient in-
8litulions of the country. ... cwspapers 
arc C\ id:.mtly inl1 igcnous tn London; 
for ia no part of the world La, c they 
P,TOWB to st ch perfection, or contri
lJnlecl, in 2.ny sirni,ar degree, to the 
en!ii.Jitcniug of man kin{ .. 

'1'11is valuable rc.ict., uow in our po..;-
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. ession, contains a notification that The 
Trumpeter would in future be regu

larly read at the sign of 'Tiw Cluj, by a 

"learned dcrk ;'' and ,ve are of opi

nion, that this little circumstance ex

plains how a~sociatic-ns and n1eetiJl6s 

for hearing and canvassing the nevrs 

of the day came to be called clubs ; Lhe 

priucpal place of resort for this purpose, 

in the time of Lhe Princess I..ondona, 

having been the Club Tarcn_z.. \Vo 

conjecture, that this ,yas on the same 

scite where the Gun Tarern now 

stands, at Billingsgate, which is in the 

vicinity of the great n1ilitary station of 

Gog· aud ~'lagog, as described in our 

fourth chapter. The house ha,·ing 

been rebuilt about the ti1ne of the in ... 

vention of fire-arms, the sign was pro

bably changed fro1n the Club to the 
Gun. ,v e are the more inclined to 

2 
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this opinion, frmn finding, fron1 the 
state papers that we have consulted, 
that at this era Cannon Street obtainerl 
its name, from the circun1stance of the 
first piece of ordnance sent to the 
Tovvcr having· gone by that road. 
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CHAP. X[V. 

no,v THE PRINCESS ,YAS SOUGHT IN 
:MARRIAGE EY SEVERAL GREAT CHA
RACTERS; AND, HAYI~C.- PREI•'.ERREfJ 
TOOLY, PRINC'E OF SOuTl:T\YARK, 
ABOVE ALL OTHERS, IIo,v LO:\'DO -
BRIDGE ,vAs IlUIL'.1' TO l •'AClLI'l'.ATH 
THEIR L~IO~. 

TI.IE readiness exni·cssecl bv the Prin-1, ., 
ccss, in her answer to the city add1c. ", 
to comply ·with the request of the cor
poration, vras soon rnmoure<l abroad, 
and many illustrious suitors made pro
posals of marriage; but none were 
encouraged, except TooLY j the heredi
tary prince of Soutlnvark, an ancient 

G-
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maritime state, on the sonth Bide oi 
the Than1es, which had already she\YH 

n1uch jealousy at the rising commerce 

and prosperity of the nevv city, anLl 
with which an alliance was the 1nore 

desirable, as the Londoners ,-..·ere not 

yet in a condition to dispute ·with that 

Peonle the sovcrcio·ntv of the river. 
C ~ ._1 

"\Vhcn all the p1 e1irninaries Jor the 
1narriage were settled, as the union of 

the two people was the -1nain object of 
the match, it ,yas tl10uglit that the 

event could not be n1ore appropriately 
,:, 

celebrated than by the fonnation of 
some public \York, that should remain 
~s a n1onu1nent of the same to poste
rity. After many consultations hold 
on the snbjcct, it was at last deter
mined_ that the best and most useful 

·work to which the abilities and re-

11-
1 
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sources of the two states could he. 
applied, ,vas the construction of a 
bridge, that should unite the new city 

with the territories of Southwark. 
This important n1casure being re

sol·vcd on, Go~)' and Thiao·oo· wcte 0 0 t:, 

instructed to h,xre the same executed 
with a11 speed, that the bridge might 
he ready to be opened for the marriage . 
proccs~10n. 

IL wa~ uot then custon1ary to ha-re 
public ,Yorks executed by contract ; 
and Gog· and i\Iagog, having no Yiew 
to personal cmolnincnt, they proc~eded 
with this undertaking in the 1nost eco
nomical manner . 

.i\. surYey was taken of the standing 
timber on Lhc domaius of the <leccasul 
giant; and lhc largest and best trees, 
for ~neh an erection, \Ycre found ori the 

G~ 
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ground now well known by the uamc 

of ,v ood-street. Gog gave directions 

to haYe them cut down; while Magog, 
attended by se\-eral respectable citi
zens, was making provision for having 

them disposed in their proper places in 

the riYcr by means of pilc-dri vers. 

One great difficulty, hoy;-eyeri re .. 

rnaincd to be conquered, namcJy, the 

impediments '\-Yhich presented them

selves to the rcrno-ral of sach hca-rv 
.J 

nnd unwieldy n1asses· of timber. 'f}ip 

saO'acity of Goo' who was eyer fruitful 
0 . O' 

in expedients, supplied the remedy. 

Ile ordered the trunks of the tree~ 

io be rolled to the side of a small 

f:.trearn, which, in after-agcs 1 was known 

hy the name of ,valbrook; but which, 

~ince the great fire in 1666, has flo,verl 

in a snL,terranean d1am1eJ; ::wd, al-

d 
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though it pas:-;cs in the immediate 

11eio·hbonrhood of the l\iiansion-housc, r 

i:· but little known to the public. 

i.Iere, lrnsing dammed up the \Yaters 

in their · descent be1ow Lawrence 

Pountney-hil!, he launched tl1e timber, 

and s0 floated it dmn1 lilt it arriYcd 

at a foJi of the current, where it "'as 

:stopped by the bA·okcn nature of the 
chanBel. And has· ng, by an inge

nious contriYancc, aflcrwards contri, ed 
to nwYc it to the riYer on roller:--, the 

p aec acquired the nmnc of Bud6·c 

Itow, from the tim bcr being moYcd or 
lmdged a,L that place; c, cry body Leing 

aware, tl al lo budge, aud to 1n0Yc, are 

" 'ords of CC[ltn.l import in the g-euuille 

ln.ng·nagc of thi~ e11li~.d~tcncd and hi 0 ·l1h: 
'- u ....., 0 J 

ci, ilizcd natiou. 

The tirnb~r for the Lridf;e being 
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thu~ conYcycd to the Tha1nes, l\iag·og, 

·with his party, placed it in its proper 

station : so that, in a wonderful 

short ti1ne, the first London-bridge 

·was constructed. Several centuries 
after, vvhen it stood in need of re

pair, this original structure was rc

n10Ye<l, and the present stone fabric 

substituted in its place ; but some re

mains of the ancient edifice n1ay stil 

be seen at low-,vater. 
As soon as the bridge was finished, 

a day was fixed for the opening of it ; 
and his serene highness, Prince Too1J, 

, ivas conducted, with a goodly train of 

gentlemen, knights, and other persons 

of rank and quality, across the san1c, 
ft:0111 his hereditary residence in South
·vark to the mansion of Londm}a, 

There the 111arnage was celebrated 

ll 

d: 
sta 
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,vith all the magnificence and splen

dour befitting the dignity of her high 

station, and her own renowned 

achieven1ents. 



66 

CHAP. XV. 

Hff\V THE PRINCESS LO~:g,oI,A ,vAs 
DELl"VERED 01•' A rcxE B()Y \VlTHlN 
THE SOU~D OF BO\V TI.ELL, \\'11.E.N" IT 

,YAS l"IRST RUNG. 

IN due course of time and K alurc, the 
Princess Londona, to the inexpressible 
joy of her Lcloved husband, the re
no\vne<l Tooly, hereditary prince of 

Southwark, and of their uuitcd and 
loyal people, was safely delivered of a 
son and heir. In order to gi,~e the 
greater eclat to this happy event, it 
had been preYiously determined that 
she should lie-in at the Guild-hall of the 
city ; and it so happened that, at the 
very hour "vhcn the little prince :first 
paw the light, a fine bell had been 

or 



r 
l 
3 

e 

IIistory of Gog and lifagog. 67 

hung· on the bough of a stately tree, 
'\vhich then grew in Cheapside. This 
bell ,vas called the Bell-of-the-bough, 
or Bough-bell ; but ·when, in after
ages, a church was built near the spot, 
and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, tlw 
church ":as called St. Mary-le-Bough, 
and the orthography was, at. the san1e 
time, altered_; such arc the deplorable 
effects of the corruptions of time, and of 
Popish superstition. Indeed, but for 
our fortunate researches, undertaken 
,vith so much zeal, pursued ·with such 
ardour, and crowned ,vith so much 
success, this interesting incident re
specting the bell, ,vould have silently 
perished in oblivion. 

Bough-bell, or as we n1ust now 
spell it, in compliance with yulgar pre
.1udices, Bow-bell, being rung for the 
first time when the prince \YUS born, 
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the royal infant ,vas obliged to exert 
its little lungs to an inordinate degree 

. before he could m.ake himself heard by 
the n1idwife. But the mother, whose 

courage the pangs of birth could only 
strugg·]e vvith, not subdue, was so de-• 
lighted at the birth of a n1an-child, that 
she looked from behind the curtains of 
the bed, and declared, with an audible 
voice, to all the assen1bled gossips, that 
fron1 and after that day, every 111ale 

born within the sound of the bell, should 
lJc pre-e111inently d:stinguished over ali 
her other subjects. The midwife, sur
prised at this supernatural exertion of 
strength, requested her royal highness 
to lie quiet, by ·which she was cut 
shoft in the declaration of her will and 
pleasure; so that it was not known in 
what manner she intended to deter-
1ninc that such children should be so 

sup 
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distinguished. Bat naturalists 111ay 

suppose that it ,yas owing to s01ne 

n1etaphysicd i1!flnencc of this decree, 

that the -vouth of the cit'7 of London ., ., 

unifonnly n1aintain extensive preten-

sions to distinction, without ever veri

fying the same, it being certain and 

unquestionable, that, if the Princess 

had been a1lowcd to 1nention in ,vhat 

their superiority was to consist, they 

"'ot.ld have proYcd thcmselvea ,Yell 

able to a"scrt · t. l?or, of all the British 

Jonth, those of London a1e the most 

distinguished for their talkative capa

city; and it cannot be doubted that, 

,vith such powers to amuse, they are 

"rell calculated to play a distinguished 

part in cye1·y conYcrs .. tion. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

IIO\V THE so~ AND HEIR OF THE 
PRINCESS LONDONA "\VAS CALLED 
COCKNEY, AND WHY GOG AND MAGOG 
\VERE NOT SPO~SERS \VHEN HE RE
CEIVED IIIS NAME. 

IT is unnecessary to inform the young 
and courteous reader, that the Princess 
Londona was delivered of her son and 
heir long before the Christian era; and 
that this alone was the cause why the 
royal infant was not baptized. Had 
he been baptized, Gog and l\1agog 
would no doubt have been the spon
sers, considering the great esteem in 
·which this sovereign lady ever held 
those two illustrious statesmen. But, 
although the son of Londona, by her 

sona 

io a 
Edw 
r 
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spouse Tooly, the hereditary prince 
of Southwark, ,,vas not christened, Jet 
he received a na1ne ,vith 1nuch solein• 
nity and sumptuous banquetting; which 
name, however, has been lost in his 
more characteristic surname. 

The reader, whon1 "·e n1ust suppose 
well acquainted with history, cannot 
but, in the course of his reading, have 
ren1arked how many illustrious heroes 
derived their surnames from some per
sonal peculiarity. There was in Eng .. 
land l{ing Ed1nund Ironside, so called 
on account of his great strength ; and 
Edward Long-shanks, who is more 
frequently 111entioned in the chronicles 
by his surname than any other ; not to 
speak of Richard Coour de Lion, or 
that foll and bloody other Richard, so 
,yell known hy the nick-name of Crook
hack. In like nrn.nner, when the son 

II 
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of Londona grew towards manhood, it 
vvas observed that he was somewlmt 
loosely jointed at the knees; fro1u 
,vhich circumstance he came, in pro
cess of time, to be caHedl(NocK-KNEE; 
and, with that con1mcndab]e loyalty 
which induces faithful and loving sub
jects to name their children after the 

reigning· king or queen, the citizens of 
London called so n1any of their sons . 
after R.NOCK-KNEE, that the tenn at last 
became the peculiar title of all the 

native youth of London. 
On tbe honourable epithet of I{xocK

KNEE, time has not been more sparing 
than on that of Bouan-nELL; for, in 

tLe lapse of years, the N has been gra
dually omitted in the l,nocll, and the K 

in the knee, Hence the vulgar ten11 
of Kocknee ,· or, as it is usually written, 
Cockney, has been substituted. In 

! ' 
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,dw.t nrn,nncr this happened is not 

caf.y, at this dista_ncc of time, to ascer

tain ; but we presume that it took 

place in consequence of the too-fre

quent negligence of transcribers. Every 

antiquary, hmvever, 1nust feel ex

tremely delighted at the complete and 

clear manner in which ,vc have thus 

traced the origin and history of a name 

so dear and vcnc!·ated by all lhe youths 

horn with~n the sound of Dow-bell. 

n2 
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CHAP. XVII. 

HO,Y GOG A~D :MAGOG GRE,Y OLD, A~D 

DIED; AKD HO\VTHEIR STATUES ,YERE 

JJLACED IN GUILD-HALL. 

,vurLE his highness, Prince Cockney, 

the son of Londona, was i1nproving in 

knowledge and stature, and becoming·, 

in fact, an exceedingly spruce and 

chatty young gentleman, those hvo 

excellent and great men, Gog and 

~Iagog, were declining into the vale 

of years. But their assiduous labours 

for the good of the city, which o,ved 

its foundation to the valour and mag

nani1nity of their youthful days, were 

none relaxed: nor were they 1nerely 

restricted to public works. The~y 

deemed it no less their duty to rectify 

l ,, 
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the abuses ,-rhicJ1 had crept into the 

governn1cnt of the country during the 
nrn.1-admi~]istration of fiumbug· the 

giant, than to co-operate in measures 

,, hich had for their object the forma

tion of new institutions, for the benefit 

of the city of London. Thus affording 

an example to all future n1agistrates 

of the metropolis, not only to go hand

and-g1ove 1.vith the goyernrnent, but 

to take care that no corruptions enter

ed into their own department, nor that 

abuses should be suffered to re1nain, 

ho\Yever respected by age or sanction
ed by acquiescence. 

Bat, alas! short is the tcrn1 of hun1an 

life; a11d the wise and good are no 

1norc respected by impartial D2ath 

than giants, or other bad and tyran

nical characters: all must die; and it 
:was ordained that Gog and .i. 

1lagcg, 
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though still in a green old age, should, 
on the same day, pay the debt of 
Nature. 

The circumstances attending the 
death of these illustrious twin-brothers, 
,vho in virtue, and a11 that dignifies 
human nature, so n1uch excelled the 
Castor and Pollux of antiquity, have 
not been narrated. The corporation 
of London having, with that exquisite 
taste for which it is so justly cele
brated, after a long debate in Guild
hall, determined that it was sufficient 
to record the date of the event. "It is 
enough," said an eloquent draper and 
citizen, on that mournful occasion, "to 
state, that on this day Gog· and iiagog 
died. Posterity, in deploring the ca
lamity, ·will not suspend her weeping 
to enquire into the cause. It is enough 
for all the world, and particularly for 

••;_I(~ 

•1lrl, 
' ,, 

r,UL Cu 



n ,, 

History of Gog and lJfagog. 77 

the city of London, to know, that Gog 
and Magog were mortal, and are now 

no more. Gog aad Magog ure dead! 

The renowned, the munificent, the 

courageous, Gog and Magog, are gone. 
But their spirit will never die : it ·will 

enter into the hearts of all good citi
zens. I feel it kindling already in 111y 

own, and stin1ulating 111e, by its im~ 

1nortal fires, to the i1nitation of their 
patriotic deeds." 

After this pathetic funeral oration, 

-for such it 111ay be justly called, 

although it contained no fluttery_,-. it 
,vas unanimously resolved, that the 

statues of these two fmnous champions 
should be placed in the Gt!ild-hall, as 

a perpetual mark of the estimation in 
,vhich they had been held by the city; 
and the statu~s were placed there in 
due course of time accordingly. Thus_ 
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did Lhn.t excellent custom arise, of occa

sionally reYerencing the services of the 

braYe and wealthy, by erccti!1g statues 

and n1onnments to their 1ne1nory in the 
fame place. 

Having now brought our . learned 

and eventful history to a close, it is 

n1y hun1ble duty to take leaYe of the 

reader with all becoming respect, and 

to assure him, that if he makes a pro

per use of the moral inculcated, I may, 

at some future time, relate the story of 

John Doe and R!chard Roe; lrho, 
though long posterior to Gog- and 
1\-Iagog, are no less celebrated at lVcst
n1inster than the champions of the 

Princess Londona are in London. 

f.,_nd now, heartily ·wishing all manner 

of prosperity and renown to the cili
zens, comn1on council, and aldermen, 

of the city, in the hope that they will 
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continue to cherish, like Gog and 
~'.Iagog, an invincible animosity against 
giants, and oppressors of every descrip
tion, nor eyer pennit any of the Hu1n
bug race to do1nineer again in their 
Guild-hall, "\-Ve conclude, as in duty 
bound, with-Gon SAVE THE PRL;CE 

REGEXT. 

TUE END, 

,J. awl l. t\dhrd, Print,•1·,, 
~~. B;.1 tholomev:-Clo,;e. 
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