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OR 

STORIES 

OF 

l ~YSTRlTCT-fON A.:.'lD DJ!,LJGIIT .. 

LEO~YTJi{E AND EUGENJ_,1.t 

OR 

THE l\L\.SQUERADE HABIT. 

M ADAl\IE de Palmena, yet young, though 
long ~ widow, dedicated her days to the 

education of ~n only daughter, the beloved ob
je(l: of all her tenderness anJ all her attention .. 
Her husband dying left her deeply in d,~bt, and 
l\fadame de Pahnena had no other means of pay
ing his debts, but by quitting Paris, and retiring 
to an estate she possessed in Tour~ine, two miles l'OL, II. U 



TALES OF TIIE C.L\.STLE. 

from Loches *· Her chatcau was vast an<l an

tique; its draw-bridge, moat, and towers, re

called the memorable Jays of Duguesclin and 

the Chevalier Bayard; those days of chi \'alry 

which ought to be regretted, if the valour and 

loyalty of good knighthood could compensate 

for the want of police and laws. 

The inside of the castle answered to the out-

side ; every thing there retraced the noble sim

plicity of our ancestors; no gilding, no china 

vases, no baubles, such as load our modern 

hcuses; but beautiful tapestries, rLprcscnting 

some interesting points of history, and long gal

leries, ornamented with family portr~its, where 

the owner walked in the midst cf ·his ancestors, 

and meditated on their past deeds; and whence 

he might discover thron6h the winJows a L1r6e 

forest on the one side, anc.l, on the other, the 

pleasant banks of the In<lrc, 

'fhere it was that Eugenia, the <laughter of 

Palmena, passed her infancy, and the first yt.:ars 

of her youth; there it was she acquired her t~stc 

for country amusements, and a pe1ccable and 

retired life, During the fine days of spring and 

~ The town of Loches, situated upon the lndrc, near a 

large forest, has a castle, in which Cardinal ck la Daluc was 

con-fined, an<l a collegiate church, in which is the tomb of 

Ao-nes Sorel. Loches -is twelve miles fro,n Amboise, another 

b 
small tmvn, cclebratl:<l for its m:mufactories, and a conspi• 

iacy that bears its name, It is situatc,<l upon the Loire. 



TALES OF THE CASTLE. 
summer, she took long walks with her mamma_. 
an<l, when the heat of the meridian sun made it 
necessary, sought a cool shelter in the shade of 
the forest. 

Sometime~ she exercised herself with running; 
sometimes gathered the fresh herbs, while her 
rnamma instructed her in their names and pro
perties. IIcre she often took her lessons, here 
listeneJ to interesting tales ; and, as the Jay dc
cline<l, woulJ quit the forest to course along the 
smiling banks of the brook. 

'\Vhen Eugenia had attained he1· eighth ye~r, 
she became more sedate; a thousand difft:rent 
occupations kept her more in the house; but she 
would rise ,1:ith Aurora, and breakfast in the 
park or the mc·\dows, and in the e,·ening would 
still walk two or three miles with her mamma. 

The companion of h<:.r s11orts ,vas the <laugh
ter of her goYc.:rness : her 11:!me w;-.s Val~ntina ; 
she was four yc.u-s oldt:r than Eugenia, and was 
possessed of industry, a h:tppy temper, and a 
good hc .. rt. 5hc took care alw.iys to be present 
, ·hen f.ugcni,\ recci,·eLl a :csson; by which she 
profited so much, that her young mistress ever 
looke<l upon hl,r, anLl with reason, as her 
friend. 

When Eugeni,1 was sixteen years of age, he;• 
-ch:1ractcr was :is stable as her heart was .if ... 

u2 
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fcc:l:ionate ; the gayety an<l simplicity of youth, a 

cultivated mind, and unalterable sweetness and 

the most perfelr equality of temper, were al: 

united in her. Her love and gratitude to her 

mamma were unbounc!ed; ever tl1inking of her, 

;ind taking e-very opportunity to oblige her, there 

was no employment, no occupation, in which 

she did not find the means. Had she verses to 

learn by h~art, she would say to herself, how 

h:-1:~py my rnarnma will be to find me so perfect! 

]:ow rnuch she will praise me for my memory 

-and inJustry ! Did she study English or Itali:rn, 

how satisfied my mamma will be, sa:J she, when 

-she shall see that, insteaJ of one p~ge, I have 

translated two ! \V riting, designing, playing 

-the harp, the harpsichord, or ·the guitar, still 

-she made the same reflections. This drawing 

will be placed in the cabinet of my mamma; 

e-very time she looks at it, she ,vill think of her 

lEugenia. This sonata, which I am just begin

ning, will '-L ight my mamma ,Yhen I can pby it 

perfectly. Such !<leas, which ~:1e appli~d to 

every thing she did, ga\·c ~n inexpressible chann 

to stncly, smoothed each di:fJiculty, an<l changed 

her duties to delights. 

In order to finish the cduc.ition of Eugeni~, 

l\fa<lame de P,!lmeu rcsoked to let her pass two 

ye;:!rs at Paris. She tore her from her agreeable 

~oiitude to,,;ard the enc.I of September, and ar-
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,-h,eJ in town, ·where she hired a ho:!se, b 
which. Eugenia often regretted the eEch~.nti1 ::; 
banks of the Inc.ire and the Loire. 

l\Iacbme de Palmena ghdl y renewed !-:er a-,. 
();Uaintance with several persons, \Yho:n sl1c had 
formerly knO\vn. Arncng them \\T~s enc she d:,~-· 
. 'l<lb 1 1 l'' 1 r"J. 

tmo-ms.1e a ove tlle :c~t, an Oil .. r;~r, 01 J.,i:T t1 

husb;1nd's, name<l the Count d' Amilly, worthy 
of that preference by ~)ls 1~1:.rit and his ,,i,tucr. 
He haJ been seven.l }T,1rs a ',vidw.vci', ci:1d v;;1:; 

l>t'HiSCs~~cl of ;in on1" ~on ci!.>J1t-.:e 11 V'.'il''S of ar,; .. , ./ ~ ' I i., .., frmn whom lw lrncl ji1.,t pnn:.:d fct· t, .... ') yc,1rs. 
Leontine (so the youth W,1S called) h:1d s~t off for 
Italy, an<l wo.s aft.::rwar"l to make th~ tour of the 
North. 

The Count d' Amilly came e\·ery night to Si.11_)· 
with ]\Lldame de Palruena: at half past tc:1 E:.1-
genia went to bed. As soon as she w:1s goi~e, 
the Count usually began to spe;1k of her, and it 
wa3 always in her pr::i:;-e. He admitted her t,:-· 
lcnts, her modesty, her rcsen-e, and th:i.t c-::rtain 
air of mild gcntlen..!ss, yet freedom in h r m:m
nc:·s, which gave an ine:xpr-:.ssiblc clurm to hn· 
mo~t trifl:ng'acl:ions. 

I,fad:11. c de P.~lmen::i li~tenccl wiJ1 tr:msport 
to the pr::iises of Eugenia; s~1c hear1.I, not \Vith
out cn1otion, th~ name of Leontine so often prn
nounce<l, and, in th:3 delightful com crsc, time 

BS, 
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w:1s frequently forgotten; they f.rcqnently r'X

daime<l with snrprize, Could you thiill: ;: :_'tu 

past three o' deck .i 

The Count d' Amilly contin-i;ei.l his assiduities, 

but w1tl10L1t farther explanation : he only said, 

<me day, l\Iy son will h;,n·e a considerable for

tune, because I am rich ; but, btfore I best0w it 

on him, I would teach him to enjoy wealth: he 

will be twenty ~t his return; I will marry him, 

~,nd give hi:n ::m amiable wif~, whose attraCtion-

1 1 • 11 l ll . . ' . l 
~nu geat1encss w1. renc. er a ms an~1cs p easanr., 

an<l m:--.ke him in love with virtue. 

1\1:~dame de Palmena perfectly saw the portr,1it 

of suc!1 a w:te in Eugenia; but, reflecting on the 

e~ ... t,·em~ disproportion between h~r fortune and 

t'i1at of th1.., Count d' Arnilly, she scarcely co~1ld 

persuade i,trsdf he h:1d rc:?1!y ~ny \·iews upon 

hcl· c.bughtcr. 

l\IaLbme de Palmen:1 had now been twentv J 

months ~lt Paris, and Eugcni:1 r.pproached her 

eighteenth year, when one C\• 1.=11int: the Count 

J'Amilly came, an<l begged pcnnissi011 to present 

his son, who hall just arriYccl, to the family. 

Scarcely had he spoken before a young man ap

pearcJ, of a Ycry interesting p~rsrm, and ad-

vanccd towards l\fac.bmc de Palrncn:1, with an 

~ir at once cager yet timiti, which aJdcc.l 11cw 

grace to his natur:11 accomplishmcllts. 

The Count an<l his son staycc.l supper: Leon .. 
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tin~ spoke little, bnt he looked much; his eyes 

were contimullv turned toward Eugenia, and· 
, 

L 

e,
1
erv word he did sa"lt, demonstrated an earnest 

, , 

desire of pleasing l\Iadame de Palmena. 

The next day the Count and his son returncdy 

and l\Iadame cle Palmena, without circumlocu

tion, dccbrcd she made it an irrevocable rule~ 

ncvL,r to admit )Oung men of Leontine's age as

y1sitors.-?-Jay ! but, Madam, answered the 

Count, it is absolutely necessary you should sec 

• · him, in order that you may examine whether he 

be s0•11cthing like what you could Yvish. 

Sir ! What do you mean ? 

Do you not see, r-.1adam, that his happiness 

and mine depend on your approb:ition? Take 

so~ne time to know him; and, if he be happy 

enough to please you, our wishes will be crown-

ed with success~ 
This was at last speaking to be understood~ 

and 1\b.dame de Palmena testified all the grati

tuc.le which the Count's declaration had in

spired. She would not, however, enter into 

any positive engagement, till she had first con

sulted Eugenia, and inquired more particularly 

into the temper and disposition of Leontine •. 

All she learnt only redoubled the desire she lud 

to ha,1c him for a son ; and, the Count aaain· b 

pressing her to give him a decisive ans,,,er, shr. : 

u 4, 
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hesitated no longer. Every thing being agreed 
upon, the contract was signed, and next day 
Leontine received the hand of the lovely Euge
nia with transport. The day after the marriage,. 
the young couple went down to a delightful coun
try-seat belonging to the Count, four and twenty 
miles from Paris, whence it was determined they 
should not return till the end of autumn. 

l\fadame de Palmena passed three months •,-vith 
them ; after which she was obliged, for a ,vbi!e, 
to quit them, Determining to live hereafter :\t 

Paris, she was forced to take a journey into · 
Touraine, for the arrangement of her affairs; 
and though it was supposed she would return 
before ,vinter, Eugenia had need of all her n.:a
son, to support so cruel a separation. 

Her soft melancholy, after the departure of 
her mother, made her still dearer to the heart or 
Leontine: he found a secret kind of pleasure in 
contemplating her thus mildly, thus tenderly, 
dejected. \Vhat will one day be my power, sai<l 
he, as the te_ars fell from her beautiful eyes, over 
a heart so feeling and so grateful ! Eugenia, 
however, did not show the whole of her grief 
bdore Leontine; but compensated for thi::. con-
5traint with Valentina, the young woman I have· 
already mentioned, who had been the companion 
-0f her infancy. The consolation most efFcch1al 
to Eugenia was to speak of her mother, and write 
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long letters to her eYery day, containing a full 

and circumstantial detail of her thoughts, em

ployments, ancl pleasures. 

Two months had already glided away, since 

the departure of :Nlad::une de Pahnena, during 

which time, Eugeni:i had not made a single trip , 

to Paris. In the comp:my of her father-in-law , 

and her husband, she wished for nothing but 

her mother. Leontir:e was her best support, 

and Leontine became e-:ery <lay more dear. 

Often ,voul<l they ramble arm in arm, through. 

the woods and fields, while Eugeni:i. would 

(
1
ncstion Leontine of all his tr:i.vels, ~Dd listen 

with sweet delight to his nar:-at:on. Ofrcn would 

they sit upon the bank~ of the brook, while Eu-. 

genia sc1ng sometimes sprightly airs, . and some .. 

times pathetic ballads. Her sweet and melodious 

voice would often attr~a the shepherd ~nd the 

r,eapcr; the one left his work, the other his 

flock, and ran to listen ; she, like a d_i\'inity, 

snspendcd h\bo.ur and burie<l fatigue in foq;etfol -

ness. 
One evening Eugenia observed, arr:ong her 

rustic au<l.itor;;, an old man whom she lud ncYer 

seen before his figure was venenbk, Lis hairs 

were white, and his age upward of ~e :enty:fi\'e. 

Eugenia inquired his narne, and w~,s ans •1 ered 

J_er.ome ; she learnt, likewise, that his sister Wt-\S-

D :-
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paralytic; and that he was grandfather to fi\·: 

young orphans, all of whom ,vere maintained bv 
~ 

his labour. 

Eugenia had only a small allowance; for, 

though her father-in-law was rich, noble, :mcl 

benevolent, wishing to give his children lubits 

of order and economy, he had the prudence and 

the fortitude not to share his fortune with them 

t-oo soon. 

·vlhcn you shall have proved to me, said he, 

that you know how to make a worthy use of 

money, we will then have but one purse. If fiv ,z 

.~ears hence, for example, I am satisfied with 

your conduct, I will strip myself with pleasure to 

:-.dorn a rational ::rnd domestic son ; but I woulJ 

never give up a fortune which I haYe acquired 

myself, and of which I can justly dispose as I 

pk2se, to a silly headstrong prodigal. 

0 my father! answered Leontine, you ha,c 

given me Eugenio, :md in her you haYc given 

me all the riches of the earth. 

Eugenia, on her Rart, <lid not wish a grc:1ter 

-a1lowance th~n she possessed. ~,\There rc;~on and 

economy n:si<le, the smallest fortune is always 

sufficient; and Eugeni:1. was rich enough to be 

generous ~md bcneYoknt. T ot~lly occu1,ied by _ 

the remembrance of the goo<l o1Ll Jerome, she 

told Valentina, ~s ~he went to bed, tlut she 

.shcmhl on the 1uorro\Y c:1r, 'i J,im some Jssist;mce. 
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The next morning the Count d' Amilly came,. 

as usual, to breakfast with his children. Here, 

my dear, said he to Eugenia, here is a masque-

rade ticket for you ; there will be a very fine one. 

in a fortnight at Paris, and you are invited. I 

beg you will do me the favour to go. You will 

want a dress; be so kind, my love, as to buy 

yourself one. So saying, the Count tossed a 

purse of sixty guineas into her lap. 

As soon as Eugenia was alone, she called Va-

lentina to her, and sh,owed her the present she 

had just received. I can buy a dress quite good 

enough, said she, for fifty guineas; I may very 

well, therefore, spare ten out of this sum to poor 

Jerome-; do you go, Valentina, then, and in

quire in the ,,illage, whether all I have been told 

of this poor old man be true ; and, if there be 

no exaggeration in what I have heard, I will 

carry him the mon~y myself. 

In the afternoon Vakntina returned from the 

\ i1l,ig:c, an_d tol<l her young mistress, that she 

h-:i.<l not only inquired of the vicar, and several 

of the inh,1bitants, but ha<l likt.\\ ise been ii1 Je- ' 

r.omc's cottage, where she had seen his paralytic 

sister nursed by the ddcst of his grandchildren, 

a young girl of twelve year.s ol<l; that the poor 

woman was in a chamber kept very clean, :vhile 

the beneficent old man Jay in a kin.<l of 01.1t-housc , . 

BG 
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upon straw ; and that J crome ,,as the honestest 

and most unforturiate peasant in the Y:llage, ai 

well as the best brother, and the best grand

father. 
Come ! said Eugenia, come! I have the purse 

that my father-in-law has given me in my pocket; 

let us carry him the ten guineas instantly. 

She waitLd not for an answer, but took Valen

tina by the arm; toLl I_eontiDc, who ha1 sitten 

down with a party to whist, he would find her 

by-and-by in the willow walk, and away she 

went. 
Eugenia came to the field wLere Jerome usu-

~lly worked till the decline of day, looked rour.d, 

nnd, not seeing him, asked where he ·was gone. 

'I'hcy tolJ her, tl1at, being overcome with heat 

and fatigue, he had Ia:d down for a moment in 

the shade, and ,vas fall-..n asleep by the siJc of 

the brook, near the great arbour of eglantines. 

Thither Eugenia and Vakntina turned their 

steps, and soon perceived tl c good old man 

sleeping, and surrounded by his little grawl

_children ; they approached with the grcatt st 

precaution, for fear of disturbing him, ~~1!d 

stoppc:d at a little distance, to contemplate a pic

ture the most interesting and the most affecting. 

The poor olcl man was in a sc und sleep ; a 

sweet little girl, of eight or nine years old, 

}jghtly spread her apron over the wild fose 
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branches that surrounded her grandfather's head,. 

to keep the heat of the sun from his face ; one 

of her brothers was he1ping her, while the other 

two, with branches in their hands, were occu

pied in chasing away the flies aad wasps, when

ever they approached. The careful little girl, 

as soon as she saw Eugenia, made a sign with her 

hand not to make a noise and disturb her grand

father. Eugenia smiled, and, advancing on 

tiptoe, kissed the dear little creature, and told 

her in her ear she wanted to speak with her 

gr:mdfather as soon as he awoke : therefore de

sired she would go and play with her brothers, 

and come back when she called her. 

The young girl at first was loath to go, 2nd so 

were her little brothers ; who only gave their 

consent, on condition that Eugenia would be 

sure to drive away the flies. 

'I'his bargain being made, Eugenia took their 

branches, an<l, sitting down with Valentina, 

upon the bank beside their charge, the little fa

mily soon fdl to their youthful gzmbols, and 

disappeared, 

Eugenia then took her purse, an<l put it into 

her lap to take out the ten guineas ; but, fear

ing she should make too much noise in CGunting 

her money, she stopped, and fixing her. eyes 

upon the old man, the swee· tear of. sensibility 

,egan to trickle. 
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Ho\.v peace:\bly he sleeps, said she, good old 

man ; how respectable is his poverty ; how Ye

nerable, how affecting, his countenance ! Se

venty-five years old ! Good God ! During so 

long a career, how many labours, how many 

cares, how many crosses, has he undergone! 

And now, "·hen his strength has left him, when 

age enfeebles the body and the mind, virtue, 

benevolence, make him labour without ceasing ! 
The tears of gentle compc.ssion flowed, while 

Eugenia. whisperel thus to Valentina. 

Think, I\Ia<lam, s,1id the latter, think of the 

ease, the joy, these ten guin<?as will give him. 

This present, replied Et;gcnia, this small sum, 

cannot make him happy during the rest of his 

life. 0 how transporting it would be to giYc 

peace and tranquillity to his :1gc ! To what rap

tures should he a"·zkc ! Ten guineas would only 

give him a momentary r-:~icf, but fifty would 

procure him entire ease. Fifty gui11cas ! 'Tis tlie 

price of a dress ! An l what great pleasure -' ill 

that dress giYc me? It will scarcely be remarked. 

Shall I, in a robe decor~ted with spangles, an<l 

trimmed with lace, shall I, thinkest thou, Va

lentina, be more kvcly in the eyes of Leontine? 

How much this morning did he praise my shape! 

And yet I was only dressed in white muslin, and 

a few blue-bells and cowslios which I nwself had 
' J. , 

gathered in the fields. Ten guineas, Valentina, 
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will buy me a dress; simple, I own, but more 

becoming, perhaps, than one more rich. Flow

ers ::ire more suitable to my age than gold. Dost 

thou not think so, Valentina ? 

I confess, 1\fadam, I should be delighted to 

see you in a rich dress. 

Look at that poor old man, Valentina; look 

at him, and I am sure such vain ideas will vanish 

from thy mind! Delighted to see me richly 

tlrcsseLl, sayest thoa ? Think of the delight, 

think of the tr:rnsports of n1y heart, when I shall 

l:i:ive rcscueJ such a man, _and such a familr, 

from misery. O, Valentina, with what raptures 

~vill he sup this . evening, surroundi;:d by his 

cLilL~ren ! V,Tith what ourc 1· ov ,vill he kiss 
• - J 

them, ~nd receive their innocc nt car::::~ces ! and. 

\vhat s1nll I fed tomorrow, whc:1 I ,c·itc an ac

co:.mt of all this to my n1arnma ! 0 how happy 

\Yill she be ! \V bat pleasure, wh~t transport 

,yili she fed, at re,lcling slich a lett..:i· ! 

But, 1\bdam, you w.ill be th~ on1 y one at the 

ball so simply dressed! m:;y not this di:.i)lease 

vour father-in-law? mav not LL:or1l:inc be ant0Y-;v ? 
J 

, 
• 

I own they are both Ycry gooc.l, but-

Truc, V,1kntina; I mmt ~t least consu1t Leon

tine: 1 must do n t, thii1g withm~t my husb~nd's 

consent. But come, h:t ,us remove hcl'ce; the 

-very sight of this good old n,an is too powerfol 
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to be resisted. Come, let us look for Leontine, 
we will soon return; come, come-

So saying, Eugenia arose; but, as she was 
rising, she heard behind her a rt!stling of lea\·es, 
v:hich occasioned her to turn and look rountl; 
there she beheld Leontine leaping the hedge, 
coming, to kiss he1·, to adore her, to cast himself 
at her feet. 

Leontine had left his card-party soon after 
Eugenia was gone, and come in search of her. 
Knowing F.agcnia~s first intentions re5:pect:ing J e
rome, he had followed, and hid himself behind 
the arbour, tliat he might listen to her conver
s:it10n with the good ol<l man : he expected a 
pkasure, an<l he received one even beyond his 
expecbtions; for, bcirig only separated from her 
br a light foibge, though Eugenia had spoken in 
a whisper, he had not lost a senteace of all she 
had said. 

O, my dear, my charming Eugenia, cried he, 
what ha•,ie I he:1rd ? how great, how supreme, is 
my hap?iness ! Seritiments, foelinµs, benevolence, 
like yours, arc inestimable ! I knew you lovely, 
2nd yet I sc:lrce knew h~1lf ) our loveliness. 

Leontine was speaking thus when Jerome 
awoke; Eubenia imn'lediately disengageJ herself 
from the arms of her husban<l, and drew nea.- to 
the old man ; he looked at her with ilStonishmept, 
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and, out of respect, was going to rise; Eugenia 

cksireJ him to sit sr ip, but he excused himself by 

sr,ying he rr.ust go to his hbour. No, said 

Enr-cnia, rest voursdf to c.hv. 
" ' 

.) 
,I 

11ut my day's work, l\ladam-

I will pay it to you; here, accept this purse, and 

:m:iy the reccplion of it give you as much plea

stire, as t:ie offering of it ha3 given me f 

So saying, Eugenia, with a tender and respect.., 

fol air, put the purse, containing fifty guineas, 

int<.) th~ trcmblin"' h,.nds of the old mnn, und 

tm ne<l her head aside to hide her te,u-s. Leon

tine stood before her, beholding her with rapture: 

never ha<l she appeared so lovely in his eyes; 

11ever had she made so sweet, so deep, so power

ful, an imorcssion upon his heart. . . 
The old man, notwith~tanding, looked at the 

purse that lay open upon his l~p with a kind of 

amn~mcnt ; in his whole lifo he had never be

hel<l so great a sum; he rubbed his eyes, feared 

he was yet asleep, still drc:1mi11g, while Eugenia 

:-oilently enjoye<l the delicious excess of his sur• 

prise. At last Jerome clasped his hanc.h in a kind 

of ecstacy, and sobbing, exclaimed, 0 God ! 

w]ut have I Jone? how have I merited so Yast 

a gift ? So saying, he raised his head, anc.l fixed 

his swimming eyes on Eugenia) and aclde<l, J\hy 

the God of mercies only grant, J\ladam, that 

you muy h~vc children like yourself! 
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If c could say no more ; tears intern;i1tcd t!ie 
. power nf speech. Just at this moment, his lit
tle family returned running, and Eugenia cn
trcatct.l the old man to put up his purse, and 
conceal the ,Hlvcnture, till such time as she per
mitted him to c;peak to mention it. She then 
emb1·acecl the little Simo!1ctta, b;ick adieu to the 
gooc.l old man, ~rncl, arm in arm with Leontine 
.nd -::/ alei1tin:1, ;wain return~d to the chateau. <J 

E1 13enia, from a very natural dclic,1cy, did not 
wish that her father-in-law shoul<l be informed 
of this affair before she had been at the mas
querade, lest he should give her another dress• 
The Jay.at length arrived; the Count remained 
in the country, and confided Eugenia to the care 
of one of his relations, and of Leontine, who 
went with him to Paris. 

At the b:-ill every eye was fixe<l upon Eugenia, 
not only by the charms of her person, which 
wen~ very superior, but also by the elegant sim
plici~y of her dress, which distinguished her 
from e\·ery other woman : nei!hcr gold, nor 
pearls, nor diamonds, loaded her habit; nothing 
impeded her natural cckrity, and she bore away 
the prize of d·rncing, 3S wdl as of hc<rnty: th~ 
sweet rcmembr:rncc of J crome was often present 
to her imagination, and reJoubkd lu.r gayety i 
often <liJ she say to hcr~df, as she bc.htld the ex
cessive and nuJ m;-ignificcncc of yomig women 
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{,f her own age, hm,· much do I pity them; abs l 

they 1:now not trne pleasm·e. 

~\.t Jav-brcakJ Lcont1ne took E!,!'"..::1i:1 b:!ck to 
, 

u 

the country; he wod..l haYe her :1.pp'.:at b~fore 

his father in her n1as(1ner.l1.k ha1):t, for he was 

inflamed with the desire of reL-· .. ting the history 

.._./ the old man. The count heard tl1e ;·ccital 

.\ :L11. feelings equal to his joy; :'. thnnsand t imcs 

(1id he clasp the ;;miable Enge'1ia in 'i\is arms, 

:11lll from that imt:u1t ccncci•:;.;,J ;11\ the.; i\Hi.:ction 

of the most tender father for h~r. 

The next day Eugenia and Leontine went to 

s~c the old man. Leontine informed him, _that 

he should take charge of two of his children, 

the rrctty little Simonetta ar<l her secor.d 

brother. The girl was sent apprentice to a mil

liuer at l\u-is; the boy to a joiner in the country. 

The Count d' Amilly put the inishi!)g hand to 

the luppincss of r:ood old Jerome, by gi\'ing him 

a CO\\', ,,ml an acr-:: of i ... rnl adjciuing to his cot

t~1ge. The hapi)Y mother of Eug-:uia, f,,fodamc 

de Palmcna, ;_·cturnins from Tour,.im::, rccciYc<l 

on the ro.1-.i a letter cont~lininr· ~m account of ,1H 
..:' 

thc.::e L'\'Cnts. 
lt is impossible, n-:y children, ~1t your ~ge~ to 

cunc'--i,c the i1T1p~-c~sion which a kt~cr like thi-, 

1-:rn5t nuke on the hc.,rt of a tcnLkr n1ot her; th2 

,1f1::J:ion;1tc, the feclinµ, the channing Eugenia, 

, .. ,,ts shortly after in the arms of 1\fadame de 
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-:P~dmena, who p~ssed the rest of her days ·wit!i 
a <.bughtcr so worthy of a!l her te:-iderness : yes, 
.Eugenia w:.1s the delight of her husb<!nc.l, of her 
mother, of her father, of her family; she found 
in her own heart, an<l in t!1e respect of the~ 
world, a just .:-ecomp--nsc for ht"r conduct and her 
virtues; and, to cro.vn her felicity, Heaven, at
tenrivc to the prayers of the good old Jerome, 
gJve her children lil:e heru!J, in whom she found 
all the happiness she had occasioned to I\fod.u11e· ch: Palmeu~. 

1 Crt! the D:iron~ss ceased speaJ:ing, nu<l ~:f:,,. 
cl.1me de Clemire, tnldng up the c·onvcrs:1tio11, 
said, V\T ell, my children, h::1s not this story given you pleasure? 

0 yes, mamma, and I hope I shall one _c.by resemble the amiable Eugeni,1. 
And I too, becat~se sh(, made her mammz linppy. 

I, said Ca::sar, will cnJeavour to imitate Leon
tine: but ~-propos, mamma, permit me to ad;: 
you a question ; Leontine hiJ himsc:,Jf behinJ 
the arbour to overhc;ir Eugcui.i, you know; pray \',as that right ? 

No; and I lo,,e to see this delicacy, C~sar, 
because it is well foundeJ. Leontine, it is true, 
was convinced Eugenia would speak only of Je
rome; an<l that, besides, she had no !:ecrcts, 
·which she would 'concc:.il from him: but this 
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docs not excuse the aclion; whatever m:1y be 

our motive, nothing should eYer tempt us to be

come listener?· It is my wish, my children, to 

teach you to distinguish good from ill; and I am 

welt assured, when you shall have acquired this 

precious knowledge, you will detest vice _ and 

love virtue, because nothing on earth is so 

lovely; th~refore, if you would be happy, if 

you would be respected, say to yourselves, I 

will nc\·er be guilty of th~ least unjustifiable 

nclion, whatever may be my situation, motive, 

or excuse. 
Here 1\hdame de Clemire arose, and, after 

receiving and returning the embraces of her 

children, each retired to rest. 1\fadame de 

Clemire little suspeclcd, at lying down, the shock 

she should rcctive at rising. For t\\'O months 

past, whenever she received news from Paris or 

the army, it always spoke of peace being pro

claimed before the next camp:lign ; but what \,·as 

her grief the next morning at receiving letters, 

which informed her, that the two armies were 

met, and a battle was inevit:ible ! 

When her children he:.u-<l this cruel news, 

they partook of the chagrin and inquietude of 

their mother; play w·as suspcnd~d, pleasure for

gotten, and the hours of recreation were spent 

in grief and tears. Thi$ continued a fortnight; 

~ last, on the eve of the first of l\'Iay, they 
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were listening ,vith attention to the Abbe, who 
lvas reading aloud a chapter in the Tt'stament, 
when suddenly they heard loud yet brok-:n ac
cent~ and confused cries: among others, they 
plainly distinguished the voice of their 111::unma ;. 
trembling, terrified, they all ran at once to the 
door, ::ind at the same instant found themselve5 
in the arms of their mother, who, with a shriek 
of joy, cried, Th battle is fought .I tht' hattlt: is 'Won.' 'l r • . ~I:. Ghl )'OllrJ,li'f.'t'r ZS Sr!_;t' ! 

The children ka11r::~l1 into their mother's arms 
with tran~port, unable to e:xpn .. !>s their joy, un
less by thc:r sobs: l\fadamc Jc- Cl61nirc, sup
ported by her tender mother, anJ clasping her 
children to her bosom, disnLwed to the familv .1 ~ ., ., highly atfrc1ing picture. 

Afte~· a ;1:ome11tary silence, interrupted only 
by the sweet tear:, which p1e,1stl!'C shed, l\fadame 
de Clemire, Slir:·otrn<led by b~!· own household, 
read alcud tl1c 1tttcr she h;:,!jmt r~ccived; every 
c;rcumsr,mc~ ~ddcJ rn the pure tr:1!1spcrts they 
en~oy~d, for it seemed ccr~:lin1 that peace must 
be the consequence of vic.7:{ ;·y. 

Haooiness anJ trancrnillity returned to the ~ . . 
castle, and with them the sµorts and the plea
sures. This interesting day was precisely that on 
which they wer.;. to erect the l\iay-pole, which 
was to be perfor.11ecl in the castle-yard, and they 
w~ited w:th impatienc·~ for the hour, when this 
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rustic fl'ast was to commence. Scarcely was din

ner over, ere they heard the sound of hautboys, 

bagpipes, and flutes; they all flew to the court, 

which was already filled by the minstrels, and all 

the young people of the vi1la6e ; the laJs in 

white w~"!istcoats, decorated with ribbands, sur

rounded the lYiay-pole that by extended on the 

ground, and helds corJs in their h2.uds to raise 

it at the appointed moment . 

. At a ~i\'Cn signal, a troop of L1sscs advanced, 

. carrying baskets foll of flowers, with which they 

half buricLl :he tree ; one busied herself with 

twining a wre, th round the pole, :mother placell 

.1 ga:·~ .. i.d upon its surnmit, and in an inst;mt it 

w~~s adorned with a t hous:rnc.i festoons of white 

tiiorn and early rc~2s, and a multitude of \\TCaths, 

composcJ of the viol~t, narcissus, and anemone. 

Two elder1y pe:isan~s tht:n gr;i.vcly approached, 

t ach \\'ith a bottk in l1i'l hand, and .. sprinkled 

·win~ en u c pelt-:; after this libation, they c.lrank 

to the health of the Lord of the l\fanor. C::csar, 

tl.e reprcsentati;,'c of hi:, father, must needs, ac

cording to cnstc,m, dr; justice to the honest 

peas,mts; he ad,;,•anc:-·d bo!.lly, rnalk his sal~1re, 

recei·:~d a lar6c gbss h:-i.lf foll of wine., and Jrank 

to them with a good ~r;,.ce. 

Then it was that they immcdi.itdy reared the 

l\fay-pole, and, hand in hand, the lads and lasses 

J,;mccd around it, singing a rou!!delay in praise -



~4 TALES OF THE CASTLE. 

of the pleasant, merry month of :r,Iay. Cxsar, 
Caroline, and Pulcheria, mingled in the dance, 
an9- repeated the chorus with all their might; the 
sauteusu* succeeded the roundelay, and the feast 
finished with a good game at prison-bars in the 
gardens. 

C~sar was astonishingly agile and strong for 
his age, and distinguished himself in this game, 
in which may be displayed agility, quickness of 
foot, address in outwitting our antagonist, sin
cerity or delicacy in condemning ourselves in 
doubtful cases, and valour :md generosity in ex
posing our own liberty for the delivery of the 
prisoners of o~r party. 

Nothing was wanting to complete this fine day, 
except a story in the eYening, which l\:Ia<lame de 
Clemirc promised them on the morrow. At go• 
ing to bed they agreed to rise at day-break, on 
purpose that they might all take a long walk to
gether in the fields. .1\Iorning being come, the 
children were called, and in a quarter of an hour 
l\Iadame de Clemire left the castle with them, 
followed only by the faithful l\forel. 

After about an hour's walk, the children began 
to find they had not breakfasted : they ·were 
two miles from the castle, and, being pressed by 
hunger, they determined to look for a cottag~ 

• A ;1illage- dance in Burgundy. 



TALES OF THE CJ.STLE. 25 
where they might get some milk. l\1orel shm'"ed 
them one, and they followed cage:;:ly the roa<l hc
d:rc£ted; they arrived in less than half an hom 
at the cottage, where they ,, ere surpriseJ to hear
a grc;i.t noise: much lat;ghing, and a numerous 
assembly of peasants, all in their Sund1y clothes, 
·xccpt such as haJ nuptial habits. 

The daur.·hter of the husbandman w110 o,v11cd 0 

the C!Ott.1ge had been married that ,·cry mcrning ; 
they had returned from church, an<l •,vcrc busy 
preparing the wedding-feast. frfada:ne de Clem ire 
went into the garden with her chiL..lrea, and sat 
down upon a green bank, where, a moment 
.,fter, the bride brou•: • t them some excellent milk 
~nd brown bread. CJrolinc, ~rnthorizcd by a sign 
of ap,probation from her 1::other, took off a larg 
gol<len cross, that she wore rouad her nccl:, ;:nxi. 
passed the ribb:rnd over the hc~<l of the y0t:ng 
briJe, as the latter !.>tooped to her to present her 
\'/ith a nice bowl cf cre2m: the bri<l..; L~usheJ, 
'1nd looking at r..,..:.ad:imc de Clcrnire., r,:foscd to 
accept the pr,c; nt; but tl1c btt-:r- sait1 to her, 
" Do not a1"'ilic1 Ca;:oli.;1e, i\h.1cttc, b-: rcfusino-, b " such a trifle; but Dr:!';'b rr. o and tdl ,·o-:.rr Lthcr. • 

, 
J 

u that I invite him, and aU his guests, to come 
" next Sunclav and <line with us .1!: the castle.'' , 

l\lanettc, c.lelighted at this proposition, and 
impatient to show the comp~ny her cross of gold, 

VOL II. C 
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r:111 immediately, forgetting even to thank Ca

roline; she soon r~turned with her father, and, 

after m~ny simple bnt sincere thanks and 

apolo,~ics, they both ,,·ent back into the cottage. 

I am like you, mamma, said Caroline : I am 

exceedingly fond of country people. How gen

teel lYianette is! \:\That sweetness, what satis

faction in her countenance ! How charming 

when she blushes, and what e~.;:cellent cream, a,1d 

bread, and milk, she has given us ! I am sure 

you have made all these good pco1 k, .:r:" happy, 

by inviting them to come and dine rt tLc Gl$tlc; 

they •sill long talk of the chance that broubht 

us to clay to their cottage. 

This little adventure, answered ~facbme (!e 

Cl~m1rc, calls to r:w mind an a.1ecJote I h~Ye 

read in the Russi:1n 1i;storv. , 

Dear m:i.mma, do tell it us. 

V.1 ith all my heart. The Cz:-,r Iw2n :J:, some-

times went about dis!!niscd, in orJcr that he 
<' 

might the better disco-ver wh~1t the people thought 

of his government. One day, as he was wal~

ing alon~ in the c"Lllltry, near l\Ioscu'. ·, he came 

10 a vilL1g ', :.nd, feigning to be spent with fatigue, 

askcll rdiLf, IIis dress was ragged, his ap

pc:1r.1ncc miserable; and ,vhat ought to have 

ill ~.l.J0,1t the ye r !5j0. Thi~ anecdote has been taken 

rem ·1 Wl•rk cnt;tlcd F,r:fcs d: Pc! :,,:r: et de: R,,J:ie, to;.ac ii 

~), llJ. 
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excited the compassion of the hearers, and en
sured his reception, produced deni;-il only. 

Full of indig1ution at the hard-hearted inha
bitants, he was abom to quit the place, when he 
perceived one more house, at which he had not 
asked assistance ; it was the poorest cottage of 
the vilb.ge. The Emperor approached, and 
softly tapped at the door, when instantiy a per
son came, and asked the stranger what he: 
wanted. I am almost dying with weariness and 
hunger, answered the Czar: can you g1ve me 
lodging for one night? 

Alas, said the peasant, holding out his hand 
to him, you will have poor fare; yon come at an 
ill time: my wife is in the pangs of labour, her 
-cries will hinder you from sleeping; but come, 
come in ; at least you will be out of the cold; 
anc.l to such as we haYe vou shall be ':,c!comc. 

So saying, the peasant m.1dc the C7ar enter a 
small place foll of _children; one cradle contained 
t~vo sleeping soundly; a little girl of three years 
oM was laid upon a rug, ne;1r her two little bro
thers, asleep likewise ; while the t\Yo eldest 
~isters, the one six and the other seven, were on 
their knees, crying and praying to GoLl for the 
deliverance of their mother, who was in the ad
joining room, and whose plaints and groans were 
<li:itincrly heard. 

C 2 
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Stay here, sai<l the peasant to the Emperor, I 

,·ill go and get something for you to eat; so say

ing, he went out, and soon returned with black 

bread, eg;s, and honey. You see all I can give 

you, said he: partake of it with my children; I 

must go and assist my wife. 

-,r our charity, your hospitality, said the Czar, 

shonld bring happiness on your house; I haYC no 

doubt but God will reward your ·virtues. 

Pray for my wife, my goocl friend, replied t:1e 

1~easant; pray to the 1\lmighty, she may be hap

pily delivered: that's all I wish. 

\V oul<l that make you happy ? 

Happy! Judge yourself; I have five fine 

children, a wife that I love, a father and mother 

both in goo<l health, and my labour is sufficient 

to maintain them all. 

An<l <lo your father and rnothcr live ,,·id:i. 

YOU? 

Certainly! They are within with my wife ... ., 

But 1 our cabin is so very small. 

0 ! 'tis hrge enough, since it hc,l.ls us all. 

So saying) the p:..asant went to his wife, who, 

an hour after, was· hap )ily delivered. The goo( 

pca~,rnt, trampor~cd with joy, bronght his chitc. 

to sho•.1.· t~1c C:-:ar. Look, ~,.id he, look, th~s is 

the sixth she bas brought me; may God pr'-scrvc 

him like my others! Look, how strong and 

·hearty he is. 
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'fhe Czar took the child in his arms, and 

iooked at bim with a full heart. I know, by the 

physiognomy of this child, said he-I am cer

tain he will be happy ; I would lay my life he 

will arrive at great preferment. 

The peasant smil,ed. 

At this moment the t,,,o little girls came to 

kiss their new-born brother, whom their grand

mother was come to take back: the little ones 

followed her, and the peasant, laying himself 

down on his bed of straw, invited the strange1· 

to do the same. In a moment the peasant was

in a peaceful and sound sleep; and the Czar, 

sitting up, looked round, an<l beheld, with ten

der emotion, the sleeping children and the sleep

ing father. The most profound silence reigned 

in the cottage. What calm ! what tranquillity ! 
said the Emperor; virtuous, happy man! hO\v 

pcaceab1y he sleeps on his straw ; ambitious 

cares, suspicion, and remorse, trouble not his . 

repose; how delicious is the sl.cep of inn0cence ! 
In such reflections the Emperor passe<l the· 

night. The peasant aw;iked at the break of day, 

and the Czar, taking leave of him, said, I must 

return to 1\Joscow, my friend. I am acqm.iMed 

there with a benevolent man, to whom I will 

speak concerning you ; I am certain I can prevail 

on him to stand godfather to your child : P,ro-

c 3 
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mise me, therefore, that you will wait foi- me to, 

come to the baptism; I shall be back in thre~ 

hours at the farthest. 

The peas;;lnt did not think much of this mighty 

promise, but, natur:i.lly good-natured, he easily 

consented to the stranger'.:; entreaties; after 

\Yhich the Czar immediately took his leave. 

The three hours, however, were soon gone, 

'1Tid nobody appeared; the p~asant, therefore, 

follo\ved by his family, ,,·as preparing to carry 

his child to church. As he \\·as going out nf bis 

..:ottage, he suddenly heard the neighing of 

horses, and the sound of many coaches. The 

peasant looked out, and sa\\' a multitude of horse• 

men and superb carriages; he kne·,.,- the Em

peror's guards, and invited r.111 his family to come 

~nd see 1.he Czar go by; they all ran out in a 

hurry, and placed thcmsdv"s b,.Jor th1.:ir <lo01·. 

The carri·ages anc.l horsemen fikc..l oi onkrly 

in o. circuL1r line, and, at last, th1.,; Czar
1
s state

coach stopped opposite the cott,,ge of the good 

peasant. The guards pushed back the crowd, 

which the hope of seeing their sovereign h,1d 

drawn together; the coach-door opened, :inJ 

the Czar descended, perceived his host, ancl ad-

ance<l. 
I promise<l you a godfather, saitl he, I am 

come to fulfil my promise: give me your chi.l 1! 

111<.l follow me to church. 
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The peasant stood like a statue, looking, .at 

tl:.c Cz,1r with amazement equal to his joy. In 
a kinc.l of stupef:1ction he examined his m1gnifi
cent robes, the sparkling jev,·els with ,Yhich they 
v;ere adorned, the lordly train that surround~d 
hi:n, and in the midst of all this pomp co1..1kt
not discover tl-ie poor stranger, wLo had lain all 
ni~ht with him upon stLl\':. The Emperor, fo,· ' 
u. moment, c11j;Jy,...:d his perplexities anLl astonish
mc.nt in sil~nce, then spoke to hj!n thus: 

""'\!" ,.j i ,1 l 1 • f ' • t estcr_.ay yo:1 pcr.a:orrneu (,le (,t,t1cs o nosp1-
L1litv ·, to-dav I c1m come to acq·1it ri.ysclf of the J , 

, 

mojt d~li~:htful duty of a sovereign, tlnt of re-
compensing virtue. I sl1,1ll not remove you 
from a state to which v0u do so much honour, , 
nnd the innocence ,1uJ .:rmquillity of wl1ich I 
l , •~ ~ but I will '!~Ve vou such 'thi.1:-rs as ,·ou , 

(., " 
1,,.) ., 

wailt; yon shall have nurncrous flocks> ric~1 
pasturcs1 anc.l a hou"e in w .,ich you may '.vith 
case perform the <luties of humanity; the ne\v
born i,1fant sh2ll bccon:e my ward ; fot you mest 
n:memb~r, s,,id the Czar, smilini;, I prcdif::ed 
he would b-.. fortun,1tc. 

· The peasant answered not a word, but, with 
' tears of gr,Hitude in his eyes, ran for the.: child, 

brought him) a!1u laid him down at the Em
p..::1 .. or's f:ct. 

The Czar ,vas moYed, took the chil<l in his 
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.tnns, ftnd carried hin.1 hiu1self to church; :1frcr 

which, noi:: willing to depri-,:re him of his mo

the/s milk; he took him back to the cottac:c, or-... 

dering that the child should be sent to him as soon 

as he w:1s we;rncd. The Czar faithfuJly kept his 

promise, h;,d the boy e<lucated in his palace, 

c.,staH:c.11eJ his fortllnc, and heapeJ b-:ncfactions 

on th:.., 6 0,id pea.,ant ;md his fa:nily. 

f .-i ! cried C:1.!sar, how severely must those 

-ri~bgers bmcn:, who inhospita~)iy ::.hut thei.

dom·s ~tg;.imt the di.,bu.sccl Empctor; they were 

j•istly pnnisl1c<l for their hard~hc;:i1·tc::duc:;s; 

shame and repentance are the natur.ii comc

quences of ill actions. 

But how is it, said Pulcheria, that the wicked 

do not think of this ? 

.. A bad heart, my dear, stifles the natural 

• lights of reason. 'I'he wicked are much to b~ 

pitied; it was therefore that a Persian sage made 

the foJowing prayer: " !lave mercy, 0 God, 

" upon the wicked ! As for the gooc!, when 

" thou m,1cll!st them good, thou ma l, rt them 

" happy." 

So saying, l\fadame Jc Cl~mire q·iii.tc'I ue 

. cottage, and returned with her chikh·en to the 

castle; they talked of nothing on their way but 

the Czar I wan. Dear m2mma, said Pulchcri:i, 

I wish you would relate something from history 

every time that you are so good as to take us out 
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a walking. Do mamma, said the rest; that is 

well thought of. 
And so you would have me, regularly, every 

day, tell you a story in the morning, and a story 

in the evening ! It seems you depend very 

much upon my memory-

And upon your good nature, too, mamma. 

Well, my clears, I will do my best to justify 

your good opinion of me. 

At hearing this, each of the children ran 

again and again to kiss their mamma. 

They were now almost at the castle gates ; as 

soon as they got home, Madame de Clemire gave 

her daughters their daily tasks, and C.esar went 

to his studies with the Abbe. After dinner Ma-

dame de Clemire, having a letter to write, left 

her children in the hall ,.,,·ith the Abbe, <luring 

the hour of recreation. In a quarter of an hour, 

l\Iadame de Clemire, having finished her letter, 

returned; she perceived Caroline and Pulcheria 

s-itting together reading in a corner. 

"\Vhat are you reaJing there, my dears ? said~ 

l\'Iadame <le Clemire. 

It is a book, mamma, that :J\'.Iademoiselle JU• 

lienne has lent us. 

l\Iademoisdle Julienne ! is she capable of c.lr• 

- cccing you in the choice of books ~ And,, 

C :; 
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besides, ought you to borrow books without in
forming me? 

That's what I told these young ladies, saiJ the 

Abb~, who was playing at chess with. the vicar 

at the other end of the room, but they woul<l 

not believe me. l\1astet C~sar is more rational.; 

h~ is overlooking our g;!me, and reading the 

Journal de Paris-. 

Let me see what book it is, said. l\fadame de 

Clemire. 

It is Le Prince Percinet, et La Princesse Gra

l'lt'Use, mamma. 

A fairy tale ! said the Baroness. How can 

you be pleased \Vith# such a book ? 
I see, mamma, I have done wrong; but I 

confess I am fond of fairy t~les ; they are very 

~musing ; they are so marvellous, so extraordi

nary, and have so many changes from crystal 

palaces to goi<len castles, that they are quite de. 

lighting to read. 

But don't you know, that all these miracles 

are false? 

To be sure, mamma; they are fairy tales. 

How does i~ happen then, that this idea does 

not disgust you ? 
\Ve own, mamma, the stories you tell us are 

~ thousand times more interesting. I could hear 

them for ever, and I should soon be tired oi' 

fairy t.1k s. 
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But, if you be so fond of the marvellous, you 

might far better satisfy this inclination by read-

- ing books which arc instructive. 

How so, mamma ? 
It is your ignorances only, . that makes you 

suppose the marvellous exists no where but in 

fairy tales. Nature and art afford ph.enomcna 

as surprising as the most remarkable incidents in 

Prince Percinet. 

Is it possible, mamma ? 
I will prove it is; and for this purpose under

take to ,vrite a tale, the most striking and sin

gular you ever heard; the marvellous of which. 

shall all be true. 
C.esar, who had overheard in part the con-

versation, left chess an<l the :-:,,ounwl dl' Paris, 

and approaching 1\hdame de Clemire, said, Are 

you in earnest, mamma ? 

You shall judge yourself: I must have imagi-

nary persons, and fabulous incidents; but ob

serve,. the marvellous shall all be true: every thing 

that shall wear the face of prodigy or enchant

ment I will take from. nature; the e, ents shall 

be such as either have happened., or do daily 

happen at present. 

\Vell, this now appears incredible. 

But I am sure of one thing, mamma, which 

c6 



Gu TAL£v OI• THE CASTLE. 

iS, that yon wi:l have no crystal palaces with 

pilbrs of <Lunonc.;s in your tale. 

Y c:,, since you defy me to it, I will haYe cry.!!

tJ.1 p,1laces with pillars of diamond, and, what's 

more, a city all of silver . 

. Y{hat, without the as:;isrance of magic, fairies, 

and ncc-omancers ? 
Y cs, without magic, fairies, or necromancers; 

,vith other events, still more surprising. 

I shall never recover from my amazement ~ 

Dear, dear, how impatient I am to hear your 

tale, mamma ! 
It will take me three weeks at least to write it; 

for I must look over several voyages, and works 

cf natural history. 

\-Vhat ! can you find in those instructive books 

things more marvellous than in Prince Percinet ? 

How docs it h:1ppen, then, that fairy tales are 

not out of fashion ? 
Because the kind of tales I speak of require 

• previous knowleJge, which is only to be gained 

by stuJy. 

But how then, mamma, shall we be able to · 

widerstand vour t::ile? , 

I will cr:,ploy no technical terms, and only re-

late tbc effects, without explaining their causes; 

so that, if yon had nat b~en told it should be all 

truti1, you woulJ have supposed it absolutely a 
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fairy tale: but you must wait three weeks, <lur• 

ing which time our evening and morning stories 

shall all be suspended. 

0 dear, 0 dear,-three weeks I 

Do yourselves justice, Caroline and Pulcheria; 

have I not forbidden your ever looking in a book, 

that was not given you either by me or your 

grandmamma ? 
It is very true, and we deserve a longer pe-

nance. 
To console themselves as much as- possible, the 

children passed their time in their garden every 

evening, and l\fadame de Clemire with them. 

Look, mamma, said Pulcheri:.t, at that bed of 

hyacinths; it is all mine, cried she, with rap-

ture ; how happy, dear mamma, have you made 

your dear Pulcheria, by giving her that bit of 

ground; if I could but remember always to fol

low your instrull::ions, and never disobey you, 

nothing would be wanting to my happinesso 

Ah ! mamma, I am sure you are as good as the 

sage who prayed for the wicked; do pray that I 

may neither be so forgetful, nor so inquisitive., 

-~n<l that none of my hyacinths may die. 

Then you are not tired of ) our garden ? 

Dear ! no mamma; I am fonder and fonder 

of it every day. 

That is not at all surprising; simple and inno

cent pleasures ,done are durable; the palace and 
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the throne soon become tiresome ; a g,.rden cul

tivated by our ')Wl1 hands, never. Dioclesian, 

when solicited by his former colleague Nfaximi~n 

again to take the imperial crown, which they 

had both long abJicate<l, only wrote as follows 

in answer: " Come, my friend, and see the fine 

" lettuces I have planted in my garden at Sa-

" lona "'i'." 
Ah! but what would he have sai<l if he had 

had my hyacinths? 
Take care, however, of being too fond of 

your flowers ; beware of excess in every thing; 

beware of an exclusive prift:rcna. 

"\Vhy, mamma, can a fondness for :flowers be-

come a passion ? 
Every thing may be abused by those who do 

not listen to reason, and do not subdue their 

whims: would you think that there arc people 

silly enough, maJ enough, to give tv,:o or three 

hundred guineas for a flo\ver-root ? 
Three hundred guineas! 
I have seen several hyacinths at Haerlem, 1:a 

}Iolland, which ha Ye cost such sums ( 1 ). 

But what, mamma, could make a flower so 

<lear ? 
The minute delicacy of amateurs; they, for 

•• Histoire de Charlemagne, pa.I I\I, Guillard, tome i, 
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example, seek for uncommon tints, and require 

a hyacinth should have certain properties, on 

which they set an imaginary value, and into 

which they inquire with the most scrupulous ex-

actitude. 
Dear ! mamma, amateurs are greater children 

than I am; their flowers of three hundred 

guineas do not smell better than mine, or look 

better in my opinion ; and so I would as lief 

have my little bed of hyacinths as any bed at 

Haerlem. 
You are very right, my dear, to be satisfied 

,vith your own. 
As they we:e thus conversing, a servant came 

to inform 1\'Iadame de Clem ire of the arrival of a. 

coach. It was a visitor's nrriage, and contained 

1\1. and l\faciame de Luzanne, with their only 

daughter Sidonia, a young lady of fifteen. l\Ia

dame de Clemire had never yet seen them, be

cause, though neighbours, they had passed the 

winter at Autun; and, supposing the1n come 

back, she had been to pay a visit in the be

ginning of April, which they were now come to 

return. 
l\I. de Luzanne was about forty, and rather 

han<lsome, of which, and having in-his youth 

been nvo or three times at Paris, he was very 

vam. He had a profound contempt for every 

o<ly bred in the country, and tre:ited his wifa 
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with disdain, and his daughter wi ~h indiff ... rence,.. 

supposing himself utterly superior to all such 

petty peopie; and consoling himself for the mis

fortune of living with none but his inferiors by 

imagining, that his superiority \Vas too evident 

not to be generally felt. 

Having never lived in the fashionable world, 

he consequently was ignorant of its customs; he 

yet had the ridiculous vanity of pretending to 

knov.r it well, and piqued himself on his gallan

try, which he expressed by phrases collecl:ed 

from tales and novels; the autho_rs of which, by 

endeavouring to paint . the manners of the great, 

had represented those only of their vulgar and 

humble imitators; this kind of erudition gave 

l\'.L de Luzanne a tone of fa miiiarity, a strange 

jargon, and manners as disagreeable as imperti

nent. 

l\Iadame de Luzanne had none of thesr: foppe

ries: her behaYiour w~ simple and amiable; 

though contemned by her husband, she loved 

him to excess ; anJ unable to overlook the sin

gularity of his charatrer, the blindness of her 

too tender affetr1on made her suppose his silly 

antics so many graces. 

Their <laughter Sidonia was mild, modest, in

gemrnus, and sensible ; spoke little, answered 

with timi<lity, and blushed often; but there was 

nothing awkward in her embarrnssment, noth.ing 
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austere in her rcsene, and there was no company 

'1.1 which her behaviour, her person, and her 

discourse,_ would have appeared misplaced. 

I\'ladamc de Clemirc, followed by her three 

chihlren, Lntered the hall, where she found 1\1. 

,md Ivla<lame de Luza 1;ie wiLh their daughter. 

Ivl. de Luzanne, ambitiqus of pleasing a lady from 

Paris, ne\·er discovered so m1.,ch folly an<l ex

travagance. After the first compliments usual 

on such occa::;ions, l\'fad;:nn, said he, ~1dJrcs.:: ing 

himself to ivLvhme Je Clcrnir~, I dare not ima

gine that we can, may, or ought, to fi.ittcr our ... 

selves with the hope of having you in our ntigh ... 

bourhoo<l next winter. 

I am in expecl:ation, Sir, of not returning to 

town before the autumn after next. 

You are in expectation, 1\'la<lam ! Vlhat a po--

lite phrase ! 
I am <lclighted with the country. 

I hop~, however, you will allow, 1\faclam, that 

when a person has once lived in the capital, the 

country is no longer supportable. " Life is at 

" Paris ! V cgetation only is her~." But a-propos-" 

:,Iad::im, how does Verglan do ? 

Do you mean my brother, Sir ? 

Y cs, l\fr.d:i.m, he was once' one of my intimates~ 

many a delightful evening h,we we spent toge-· 

thcr; a little elevatc<l, I own, sometimes; his ad

\"Cnture with DleinYille made a noise; he is m,u·-
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ried since, and marriage is an excellent cooler for 
the brain. 

He has an ami:.iLlc wife, Sir, and is very 
h'.1ppy. 

Yes, I know-she is ,,cry rich ; I have heard 
tlnt one .of her old uncles died Lltdy, and has 
left her ten thousanJ crowns a year (1250/.) 
That uncle was once a m,.m of great gallantry; 
the country produces fe,v so Dolitc. • l 

l\~y sister) Sir, was greatly aBlickc.l at the less 
of her uncle; a worthy relation is a precious ,md 
a certain friend. 

To be sure, l\Iadam ; but a groani~1g olJ uncle, 
you will o .vn, is no great loss; each must have 
their turn to live, and the young woulJ have 
great right to complain, if the old were imtnm·tul. 
But i.lo, Madam, oblige me so far as to inform me 
if Blandford be still as fond of Champaign\.! as 
formerly. 

y OU mean my uncle, Sir, I presume? 
T'he very same, Madam. 
Upon my word 1 don't k:now. 
He h;:id a most dcli.;htfol country-house ; it 

'\Yas a paradise. You, 1\-Iadarn, are too )'l'llng to 
remember the Cou:1tcss clc Blanc in L,.?;· r··in:c, 
V/hen I \Yas at Paris she wa., th,· rngf> ti-: /on, the 
toast of the time ! I rcmem~>er .she hacJ a bo. at 
th~ Opera. 

)Jfad,ime <le Clfrnirc, cntlc.,Tonring to nnk 
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the conversation general, acl<l_ressed herself to 

:i.\•Iadame de Luzanne; but J\I. <le Luzanne per

ceiving Caroline and Pulcheria, exclaimed in pre

tend~d rapturcs,-There is beauty indeed ! there 

arc features ! there are shapes ! there are eyes! 

No, no, those eyes were assuredly not made to 

remain in the country ! It would be a public 

robbery, high treason in the court of Cupid, to 

keep them from the capital. 

"\Yhat age is your daughter, pray, Sir? said 

:i\I.ldame de Clemire. 

She knows that, answered, carelessly, ~,J. de 

Luzanne-meaning his wife; for my part, I al .. 

w~ ys forg ct. 

l\:Iadame de Clemire scize<l the opportunity of 

-as~~ing l\Iadame de Luzanne the like qucstiot), 

.rncl ,1t the same tirne of speaking hi6hly in pralsc 

of Sidonia; to which her mother listened with 

evident satisfa[tion, while 1\tI. de Luzanne, with. 

n cold and absent air, tumbled over some pam ... 

phlets that lay upon the chimney-piece! then, 

turning suddenly to 1\1auame de Clemire, said, 

what think you, l\Iadam, of our ol<l b Paliniere? 

Could it be believed, tlnt he had passed h)s 

youth at l~aris ? Such is the effu:t of the country 

air, if cats into and destroys that smooth varnish, 

these elegant g1·accs, which c:111 only be conserved 

at the court, or iil the c,1pital ; and I don't doub.t 

tfadam, but you find .ts a littli;:; rusty. 
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These words, pronounced in a self-sufficient 
tone, asked for a complimcn~ which they did not 
obtain: !v1adame de Clemire contenkd her
self with rendering justice to the understanding 
and merit of l\I. de la Paliniere; tifter which 
she spoke on in<liifereat subjecrs, and, in about 
a quarter- of an hour, 1\-1. de L~izanne made a 
sign .to his wife, which put an end to the visit. 

Returning home, lvladame de Luzanne and 
her daughter said, they thought :'..\fod;-ime di! 
Clemire exceed;ngly amiable; but :VI. d1.: Lu
zanne, with a dr:y an<l discontented air, silenct:d 
them by answering, 1\'fadame de Clemire was ab .. 
sollltely deficient in wit, judgment, and good 
breeding. • 

'\Vhat an odd man, said Cresar to his mamma, 
M. de Luzanne is! 

,vhich way) C~sar? 

I cannot describe which way, mamma: but he 
is so c.!roll. his walk, his smile, hi:-; gestures have 
son.ething in tbt m so odJ; and ti1en he speaks 
in such an ,1ffeckd mannrr, that-t1.1at-

But what <lo you mean by an :iffecl:ed man
ner? 

Something un i1 e e·rery body else, mamma; 
somethinr- at wh;. !, ·.vc are eYerv moment ready 0 ; 

to laugh, and yet can give no reason why; just 
as we <lo, you know., m.unma, at the antics of an 
ipe. 
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Your simile 1s a little bold, Cresar, but very 

just. 
And then he says conserved, instead of pre-

served ; and the capiwl, instead of Paris, or the 

town. 
Very true, though your criticism is rather mi-

nute; these expressions ,we all, in their own na

rnre, equally proper, but custom determines which 

is to be preferred; and it is, in reality, these nice 

distinctions, which give one person's language a 

superiority ovci- another's. He likewise says, the 

r,?gc and the ton, which are ridiculous and affected 

"·or1..is, and, like many other that are at moments 

fashionable, should be carefully avoided by peo

ple who wish to speak with that easy elegance, 

so pleasi.J1g to the ear, and so honot~rable to the 

understanding. 
An<l diLl not you observe, m:unma, ,vhen f\f. 

de Luzanne inquired. after my uncle, he called 

him plain 7 erglan ? 
Yes ; so in speaking of ir. de la Palinicre, he 

said la Palinierc, and this is an affectation of ease; 

~ thing in its own nature cxceedino-lv estimable 
'-' 

(..) J 

in society, but exceedingly difficult to obtain, 

vitl out degenerating into rudeness, as i'd. de Lu

zar~nc did in the abo\·e instances. And I am 

sorry to obserYe, tlrnt, at present r I. c.le Luz:::rrne 

is far from being the only person who mistak1;s 

rudeness for ease, though l!C two qualiti--:s can 
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possibly be more opposite. But let us, at pre
sent, speak of l\tiadame de Luzanne, and her 
daughter Sidonia; what do you think of 
them? 

O, mamma, I think l\fadarne de Luzanne ex
ceedingly amiable ; a1.d her daughter appears to 
me quite charming. 

You are very right; her behaviour is obliging, 
n1odest, and natural, and these are qualities which 
will please every person, and all nations. 

I talked softly ,, ith l\Iademoiselle Luzanne, 
and she answered me with so much gentleness 
and complaisance, that to be sure, thou_;.;ht I, 
she would have been a miracle, had she a good 
education. 

But pray tell me what you understand by a 
good education. 

"\Vhy, mamma-ours-
I am much obliged to you for the compliment, 

my dear ; but it is not an eulogium, but a defi
nition, I <lcmand. 

A good education-a good education is-is
to have-is to have a great many accomplish
ments. l\fademo1 -,elle de Luzanne told me her
self 3he understood neither music, drawing-, nor 
dancing. 

Don't you remember to have heard speak, at 
Paris, of an Opera singer, c~lled l\Iademoisdle 
J'Iora? 
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Yes, rnamma, the person that my aunt would 

not have at the entertainment she gave you. 
The same; and that air which yon remember 

was so ill sung, would have be-~n sung delightfully 
lud 1\1ademoiselle flora come. 

Yes mamma ; but you know l\'fademoiselle 
Flora is not a woman of character. 

Very true; and yet Tvfademoiselle Flora sings 
delightfully, dances well, plays on several instru
ments, and has a great 1J1(11ZY accompliJ·hments; thus, 
according to your definition, she has received a 
good education. 

No, mamma, I perceive she has not. 
I a.n glad you do; I ~·:ould have you understand, 

that a brilliant is not a good education. I ha-.,c a 
thousand times repeated to you, that you ought 
not to place toQ high a value on things, which 
in their own nature are of no in1port,mce. 

A well accomiJlished person is possessed of a 
thousand attrattions, a thousand graces, a thou
sand resources of pleasure, both to themsdYcc; 
anJ others. But can graces an<l .!ttr,u.1ions make 
us happy without virtue ? 

Certainly 11')t, said CrL~.lr; for, to be happy, 
we must be lO\·cJ and estec.med. 

Dancing, <lr:rn·ing, and music, cannot render 
us either estimablt '1t:L ved. 

And are the r t "'~ , then, mamma, but 
trifling accou• : !1 r .. t i 
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Even so; though infinitely less trifling than 

beauty or person::.l charms; because, beside the 

rnexhaustible amusement they afford us, it costs 

great pains to acquire them; and it is with great 

reason supposed, that a young p~rson so accom

plished is traceable, industrious, and persevering; 

therefore, in this point of view, these t:1lents, un

doubtedly, merit a certain degree of estimation. 

And what must we think of instrucrive studies, 

mamma? 

\,Vhatcver may inform the mind, extend its 

powers, and give perfection to our reason, must 

necessarily make us better : extensive reading, 

a knowledge of various lar.guages, of geography, 

geometry, and other sciences, enlarge the facul

ties ; consequently erudition cannot be called 

trifling. 

Certainly not, since it contributes to render us 

more estimable; it is, therefore, far a·bove things 

whi L. we call accomplishn:ents. 

That cmnot be disputed; nor, indeed, is there 

any thing sup.:!rior to erudition, except the qua

lities of the heart. And now tell me, suppose 

yon were to m...:ct a young woman totally un:1c

complishcd, ignorant of every language but her 

mrn, ,vithout the clements of any one art, yet. a 

lover of work and reading, nen:r idle, always 

modest) of an even obliging disposition, fearful of 

doing wrong, desirous of instruction; in fine, 
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joining frankness to prudence, answer me, I say, 
Pulcheria, would not you allow such a person had 
received a good education ? 

I sec, mamma, I was wrong. If Mademoiselle 
Luzanne be, as I believe her, all that you describe, 
I assure you I now think her education has been 
excellent. 

Yes, since the true encl of every teacher, her 
princip;1l objecl:, ought to be to weed out the <le
fecl:s, and encourage the Yirtuous propensities of 
her pupil ; if at last she render her a worthy and 
good woman, si1e has well fulfilled the noble duty 
of the difficult task she has undertaken. 

I feel the truth of all this, mamma; yet, if to 
such virtues the pupil could likewise add know- • 
ledge and accomplishments, education would 
then b-:;come perfrcl: : an<l this seer:.1s very pos .. 
siblt.:. 

Assnrc ·Uy it is so; an l I ±Litter myself ·with .. 
tl1c agreeable hope, that you shall one day be a 
proof of its possibility. I coulLl cite several 
young persons, in whom not only th~ good qua
lities of the heart, but those of the mind and 
body likewise arc all u 1ite<l, without reckoning 
Delphine, Egbntine, and the amiable Eu~;cnia. 

\V ell, mamma, I hope I sliall never forget this 
conversation. I hope I shall always remember, 
hJt we ought not to place a great value on in • 

VOL. ll. J) 
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but essential things, and that I shall never again 

confound brilliant with good educations ; that is 

to say, with those which render us virtuous. 

All this goes to prove, that a tender mother, 

though buried in the country, without fortune, 

and without the assistance of any master, may, 

aided by vigilance and reason, give her daughter 

;in excellent education ; affection, patience, and a 

few well-chosen books, will be sufficient. 

The same eYening that this conversation hap

pened, Ca:sar and his sisters, at supper, allowed 

themselves to take some liberties with the foibles 

of M. de Luzanne. l\.1adame de Clemire repri

manded them very severely on that account. 

What ! said she: I imagined I had receiYed a 

.great proof of your confidence in me ; I am 

sorry now to find it was nothing but the effect 

of your malignity. 

0 dear, mamma ! 
It is natural and necessary you should consult 

me, tell me your opinions, and acquaint me with 

the impressions you receive, in order that I may 

know if you judge well or ill. I therefore think 

it very proper you should tell me, with fr .. nkness 

and sincerity, what you think of such pe1 sons as 

visit here, provided your observations do not 

turn upon frivolous points. Thus, if in conver

.sation something sh0uld be said, which you think 
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c-ontrary to good manners or good sense, I autho
rize you to acquaint me with your remarks ; this 
1iberty is nothing more than a proof of your con
fidence in me; but the same liberties taken in 
the presence of others are malicious, or, .!t least, 
very indiscreet. 

Dear mamma, we have done very wrong. 
You have, indeed. Malice is an odious vice, 

~ncl is, in youth especially, as ridiculous as it is 
hateful and disgusting. Are you, at your age, 
or will you be at the age of eighteen or twenty, 
capable of judging or deciding on things that are 
to be con<lemned ? Your reputation will not then 
be established ; and how will you obtain the ge
neral esteem, if you show yourselves fickle, in
discreet, and censorious ? Without experience 
yourselves, will you not stand in need of the in
dulgence of others ? And who will be indulgent 
to youth when censorious? In giving way to 
speaking ill of others, you would lose all the 
graces of such an age, and pro,•e yourselves equal
ly <lcficient in discernment} understanding, and 
principles. 

This lesson made so mu<.h the more impres
sion upon Cxs.:ir an<l his sisters, as l 'bdame de 

le t11irc terminated it, by declaring their conduct 
had retarded the recommencement of -the even. 
ing tak's . 

no 
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· For how long, mamma? cried they mourn .. 

fully. 
At present, answered l\.Iadame de Clcmire, I 

am writing the marvellous tale that I promised 

you. 
And when it is finished, shall not "'c begin 

again? 
No; not till a fortnight after. 

Dear, t~1at will be Yay long. 

It is occ;;i.sioned by your own fau~t, for which 

you ought to be sorry; murmuring, you know, 

would only prolong the penance. 

l\1urmur, mamm::t ! Could we be so ungr::ite

ful? No; we know your justice, and it is that 

which afHicls us so much. 

A few tears were here shed, which were wiped 

off by maternal tenderness, ,vhile the gentle ca

resses of so good a mother comforted them for so 

severe a punishment. 

l\iladame de Clemirc, however, continued 

busily to employ herself in writing the tak she 

had promised them ; and on the fifteenth of 

June, she informed them it was finisheJ and 

copied. Their joy would ha\'C been very great, 

had they not sighed to remember, they must yet 

wait another fortnight before they should hear it 

read. The sweet and varied pleasures of the 

most delightful of all the seasons rendered this 

privation, however, much less painful than it 
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"rollld ha,·c been during the long evenings of 
wi11ter: the cherries began to reJden, and the 

woods alr1.=ady produced wild strawberries: Cce
sar h~Hi k,1rnt from Augustin how to climb trees, 

a~1cl had several times brought home, in tri:1mph, 

n..::sls of gold£nches, or chaffinches, with half

fledged yo:mg. Happy vras the sister to who1n 

such precious gifts Y..'ere destined! what joy, 
what gratituc~e, cliJ they excite ! And y, t, in 

receiving them, they rcrner11bcred with r:ity the 

poo:· rnother depri\1 tcl of her young; but they 

treasured up the nests1 and bought cages for the 

birds. 

They busied themselves m making osier bas-

kets, and caps of rushes. These amusements 

did not make them neglect the cultivation of 

their garden : the jonquils and pinks had re

phced the hyacinths : the lilies were no longer 

in flower; but who could regret them, when the 

rose was half blo,vn ? 
One morning, when l\hdame de Clemire was 

\Yalking ,vith the 1\bbe ancl her little family near 

the children's garden, Pulchcria asked pennis

si,m to pay a ,•isit to her rose-trees. Lea-ve 

gi\'en, away she ran, entered the garden, and 

there, unexpeucJly, found a fine full-blown rose; 

de,,irous of gathering it for an offering to her 

mamm;i, and the stalk being thick and thorny, 
n ;j 
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and she without either knife or scissors, patience . 

or strength, she thought she might \\'rap I1er 

hand in her apron,_ and, ,vithout danger, thus 

defended, seize and pluck it. No sooner had 

she laid hold on it but she shrieked, drew back 

suddenly her bleeJing fingers, and gave so v:olc;1t 

a shake to the tree, that the beautiful ro::;e sheJ 

above half its }e;:iyes. Pulcheria could not retain 

her tears at this sight ; the loss of the rose was 

even more painfol than were the wounds ip her 

fingers; she was sorry, that the blood which h~<l 

dropped from her hand had tarnished the flower: 

she drew it away, and found some relief by weep

jng over the rernains of her rose. 

Madame de Clemire, pale anJ trembling, ran 
precipitately into the garden: the Abbe and her 

brother and sister followed ; she heard the cry 

of her child, and hastened with fear to her as•• 

sistance. Pulcheria, at the sigh: of her rnamm:1, 

was <',shamed of having cried so loud for such a 

trifle, and ran into her ;:m11s. After she haJ 

,cLte<l her ad ·,enture, she adJcd, it w"1s the 

finest of all t1ie roses, 1m:mma, and I intended to 

give it you. 

vVell, bn t the loss of yonr rose could not b~ 

the ridicnlous occasion of a cry, which terrined 

me so greatly? 

Dear mamma, I did 1,ct think I had cried so 

very loud. 
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lt seems to me, that I never heard a shriek so 

piercing. 
That was because you knew the sound of the 

voice. Dear mamma, you can hardly stand, 

you tremble so; pray sit down. 

\V ell, well, I am very glad you wept only at 

the loss of your rose, and because you meant to 

give it me; the motive is so amiable. 

1\famma ! 
\Vhat's the matter with you, my de;µ- ? Why 

do you seem so much embarrassed? 

Because-because, mamma, I-I weep a little 

at the pain of the thorns too. 

That frank confession procured the tenderest 

caresses and praises to Pulcheria. Always pre

serve the same candour, the same generosity, my 

dear little girl, said Madame de Clemire; always 

tell the truth, an<l never accept of false praise. 

There is a meanness as well as injustice in ac

cepting praise we do not merit : a noble mind is 

happy because it has done good, and not because 

it is applauded. 
It is certain, said the Abbe, that 1\fademoiselle 

Pulcheria has a natural frankness, which cannot be 

too much admired ; but it is much to be wished 

she could acquire as much fortitude as sincerity. 

Happily for me, answered Pulcheria, fortitude 

is a quality not necessary to a woman. 

D4 
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It is true, replied the Abbe, that ;.i ,vomau, 
not having the strength of a man, can!1ot have 
his Yalour; she is not intended to wield the 
sword, or comm?nd armies; therefore may, 
without dishonour, be deficient in fortitude : it~ 
however, 5he be absolutely destitute of that qua
lity, she is much to be pitied, and, inde d, cannot 
be perfe&ly esteemed: it is not requir-2d she 
sh.odd be a heroine, but absolute pusillanimity is 
unp:1rdonable. 

Besides, a<lc.kd l\fadame de Clemire, if you 
.veep Jt the wound of a thorn, what woulc.l you 
do at the drawing of a tooth? Bow will you 
support numerous other ills, inseparJble from 
humanity; such as , Yiolent headach, colic, or 
nervous attack ? 

i wish, mamma, I was more courageous. 
It depends entirely on yourself, In} ctear. 
On me, mamma ! How ? 
Jmitate your brother, 2nd learn to snffcr 

without complaining: that is the whole secret. 
But that is very di.fficuh, mamma . 
.1. '"ot in the least ; a little command over your

self, an<l a few reflections, will soon show you 
it is \'ery attainable. Complai11ts agsravate and 
augment our sufferings, while our endeavours 
not to complain di\"crt the mind from dwelling 
on them. The other <fay, for c.· ,lmple, during 
your walk, you were thirsty; what were you the 



TALES OF THE CASTLE. 57 

better for repeating a hundred times, as you did, 
"How thirsty I am! 0 dear, 0 dear, how thirsty 

" I am! I shall die with drought!" You were 
very importunate, made every body uneasy, took 
no part in the conversation ; and yet all your 
complainings did not procure you a single drop. 

of water. 
'Tis very true, mamma; it is :i bad habit I 

have ; and w!iat vexes me most with myself is, 
that I wearied you, my dear mamma. 

No, Pulcheria, it is not weariness; it is not 
that kin<l of sens;-.tion I feel when you complain : 
I partake in 211 your sufferings, whether real or 
ima;inziry: I am your mother, I am therefore 
afllic'"ted ,,;-hen you are unhappy; but if you were 
not a child, I should have more contempt than 
pity for :,'OU; for, generally speaking, we have 
110 compassion for trifling pai11s, except \vhen 
th y :':lrc borne with patience. 

I wi11 ende:wour to correct myself, m~mma; I 
promise yon I ,vill. 

A few days after this, the p~nance ·being 
ended, l\Iad,1m1.:: de Cle 11ire prc,~nised, in the 
cvenin~, to reac.l thc.n the talc she had written. 
After supper they r::m directly into tht! ilall, ancl 
l\I .. damc de Clemire, sitting by the side of a ta
ble, took her manuscript from her pocket. 

JJeforc I begin, said she, you ought to recoI .... 
D5 
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leer, that I have undertaken chiefly to relate ex
traordinary, yet possible events; incidents which 
to you shall appear incredible, but all which how
ever, have, or might have, happened: in a word, 
pha!nomena, the existence of which, past or 
present, is well proved. I have only invented the 
plot of the story, that is to say, the sole part 
which to you shall appear credible; while all that 
you will think marvellous, all that will recal to 
your minds your fairy tales, is precisely true and 
natural. 

0, that will be charming~ 

You will think my incredible truths a thousand 
times better than your common well confirmed 

every day truths. 
But what, mamma ! must we continually be. 

lieve what we cannot comprehend? 
Do not think yourself humbled by that, Cx

sar; it is a destiny common to manhood, as wcl1 
as to infancy; our capacities are too confined to 
comp1 ehen<l all the truths which are d~monstra
ble; and it would be absurd to affirm a tbing 
does not e:xist, b~causc it is beyo•1J the limits of _ 
our un<ler:,t ... ndings. Let us r.ot ~dopt errours, 
but let us not give way to that vain a!1<l ridicu
lous presu:nptiun, ,, hich rejects with disdain> 
and without examination, every thing that reason 

-cannot conceive. 
V,T ell, m~m1m~J yon luve told us tha-t every 
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thing in your tale is well authenticated; there

fore we may blindly believe, and take the facts 

for granted, and that is as much as I desire. 

I wish to understand what I hear, mainma; and 

therefore shall be glad of your explanations. 

I will willingly explain whatever I can; but 

that will not be much. I am not learned : be

sides, as I have said, there is an infinity of phx

nomena in existence, of which the most learned 

men cannot explain the causes. 

And will you interrupt your tale, mamma, at 

each marvellous circumst:mce, to give us an ex-

planation ? 
0, no: for, as you may well think, such 

interruptions would spoil my story. I have 

written notes, which we will read with attention 

another time. At present, if you will listen, I 

will begin. 
Ay, that we will, willingly, dear mamma. So 

saying, they drew their chairs nearer to l\Iadame 

de Clemire, who opcrncd her manuscript, and' 

read aloud the following tale: 

D6 



60 

.ALP JlOl\~SO Al'lD DALI1VDA,-

OR THE 

.l\IAGIC OF ART .AXD NATURE. 

_\. ;\,[ORAL TALE. 

f'e n'est point en se promenant clans nos campagms cultil'cc:; 
ni mc?me en parcourant toutcs lcs terres du dom,tinc de 
l'homme, que 1'011 peut Cl)r.n,,~tre le grands cflcts des va-
1·il;tcs de la nature; c'c:,t en re trmwportant de~ sahlcs bru-
l:1!1s de la zone tonide aux glaeierc£ cle~ pole,,, &c.' :\T. 
DE .BuFr-O.N'. 

ALPHONSO, the hero of my history, was 
born in Portugal. His father, don Ramirez, 
enjoyed riches and preferment, because he was a 
favourite. Born of an obscure family, but with .. 
a subtle, intriguing, and ambitious character, he 

• It is not by wdkirg in our cultivated fields, it i~ not in 
riding post through ~:1y h,.l,it::blc country, that the gre.1t va
riLt1.:s and effec'h of 11::.::urc may he known, but in tran~port
ing our~l'l .res from the burning s~nds of th€. ton id zone to tl1(' 
icy mo\!nt"lins tif the polls. lH. De Bt.r ro:-.. 
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. 
introduced himself at court, found protectors, 

formed partizans, and became, at last, the idol of 

his sovereign. The young Alphonso was edu

cated at Lisbon, in the sumptuous palace of his 

father: an only son to the richest and most 

powerful man in the kingdom, adulation kne:eled 

at his__ cradle, accompanied and corrupted his 

youth. 
Don Ramirez, occupied by great projetls and_ 

little cabals, could not be at the same time an as

siduous courtier and a ,,igilant father; he was 

ther~for~ obliged to commit the care of his son's 

education to strangers. .Alphonso had teachers 

of languages, history, geo~raphy, mathem:ttics, 

music, and drawing; all of wham wondered, or 

pretended to wonder, at his prodigioes capacity 

and strength of genius. Notwithstanding which, 

Alphonso learnt little, except to draw flowers, 

and play a frw airs on the guitar. 

This was suHicient to charm all the ladies of 

the comt.,. especially wl11...:n he gave them to un

derstand he was also a profound mathematician, 

~m exc ~nent naturalist, and a great chymist. 

T either did he tell them any thing he did not 

himself bclie\'e ;_- for his govcrno:·, his teachers, 

his valets, and the crowd of complaisant people 

that paid their court to his fathe1·, all dccl.rrcd he 

was a miracle so repeatedly, he coul<l not doubt 

of its being a certain fa[t. 
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He not only supposed himself the most distin

guished young man at court, by his talents, 
beauty, and knowledge, but he likewise believed his birth to be as illustrious as his fortune. Don 

Ramirez, during his leisure moments, had in
vented a list of his forefathers, as far back as the 
fabulous times of Lusus *; which genealogy 
every body but his son laughed at : the world is 
not apt to credit old titles, never heard of till 
the pretended owner is become rich. Alphonso, 
however, too vain not to be credulous on such a 
subjecl-, saw no one superior to his father, except 
l1is sovereign, and the branches of the royal fa
mily; and yet Alphonso, inebriatccl with pride, 
full of ignorance, folly, and presumption, spoiled 
by pomp, flattery, and fortune's fa,,ours-Al
phonso1 I say, was not_ lost past retrieving; he 
was possessed of courage, a feeling heart, and a 
good unc.le1 standing; and the inconstancy of 
fortune "ras preparing a lesson, that would teach him to know himself. 

As don Ramirez owed his ele,·:nion only to intrigue, so a new intrigue uncxpecl-edly chang
ed his destiny; he was disgraced, and stripped 
of all his employments, just as Alphonso w~s 
seventeen. This unforeseen reYolution not only 

• The Portuguese were anciently called Lusitanians, from J .usus, or Lysus, one of their kings, w110, according to the fable, was either tl1c son or companion of B.1cchus. 
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deprived don Ramirez of titles that flattered his 

pride, but also of a great part of his wealth; and 

he was one of those little ambitious ,people, who 

equally regret titles an<l riches: besides, he was 

in debt, and his disgrace made his creditors as 

pressing and importunate, as they had been for

merly moderate and forbearing ; in fine, don 

Ramirez saved nothing of all his fortune, except 

his magnificent palace at Lisbon. 

It is true, that this pabce contained immense 

riches, in furniture, plate, paintings, and espe

cially in diamonds; all which don Ramirez only 

waited for a favourable opportunity to sell, vvhen 

a dreadful adventure happened, which gave the 

finishing stroke to his misfortunes. He had not 

yet ventured to tell his son, th .. t the state of his 

affairs forced him to sell his palace, and retire to 

the country. At last, he determin~d to declare 

his real situation, and accordingly sent for him 

one morning, to open his heart to him on this 

subjelt. 
As soon as they were alone, tell me, Alphonso, 

said <lon Ramirez, what effelt has my disgrace, 

and the loss of my. fortune, had U"[:>011 you ? I 

have always thought, my father, said Alphonso, 

from having always heard during your prosperi

ty, that never ministry was so glorious as yours, 

nor ever minister so lo, ed and respelted by a na

tion: the love of the people, therefore, and the 
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glory yo~1 ha,·e acquired, ought to console you 
for your m?just disgr2ce. Besides, you have 
many friends, who, no doubt, will all return as 
usual, the moment vou shall wish them so to do . ., 
Don Nugnez, don Alvarez, and many others, 
whom I have met, have all protested as much to 
me; several of them have even told me, that 
they hJvc only seemed to absent themselves, the 
better to serve you in secret: add to which, you 
still have an immense fortune, and an illustrious 
birth; and, in spite of the snar~s of envy, will 
ever remain the first peer of the realm. 

You ar~ deceived, Alphonso, interrupted don 
Ramirez; wLn ! are vou io-norc1nt, that the , 
name of my father was ;,bsoktely un::nown? 

I know it was, replied Alphonso; but I also 
know, that the old ti~!es, ,d1ic:1 you have re
traced in our family, make it eq· .11 to any in the 
kin6dom. Yo~ yourself, my fot!.e:·, h:n'c Jeigned 
to reaJ to me thoc;e pr ... cious proofs of honour, 
which :1re contain!:'c: in the caJh~t that is locked 
up in yom· cabinet. 

Don Ramirez listened, an<l fi
0

heJ; he had 
h:id the ridiculous vanity to purcha<;e a genc.:alo
gy, anJ never sufficiently felt, till his disgrace, 
how supe1 fluous, unworthy, and contemptible, 
is such deceit. At Llst Le saw v,rJ .. at flattery till 
thr.n hatl hidden, which w:is, thcit except his 
son, l'.:\ ery body knew his I::irthJ ,ind laughc<l .1t 
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his silly pretensions. He wi:;hed to undecciYe 

Alphonso, but could not r~:;oh·e to confess a 

falsitr, •.vhich must make him appe~r so mean. 
0 

He was in this mournful perplexity and 

silence, when he was su<lLlen1y stagg~rcd, and 

s,rw Alphonso reel; the colour fors00~..:: his cheeks, 

c1nd he rose : Save yourself, n y father, cried 

Alphoaso, support yourself on my ::irm, follow

come-

So saying, he impetuously hurried his father 

away; at the same instant, a tb.otis:rnd confused 

cries were heard ; they ran towatd the staircase, 

and, as they ran, the floor opened b~nea~h the 

feet of Alphonso, who, that he might not drag 

his father down to destru0.:ion, qnittcJ the arm 

of don Ramirez, instantly su:1k, an<l seemed 

buried in the ruins. 

Alphonso had the good fortune, however, to 

he only sli~~htly ""mmded ; he rose a!1d found 

himself in his father's c~binet : among the rub

bish which surroum~ed him ,~·ere two caskets: 

one containing the jewels of his father; the 

other, the so much Yaunted genealo6y. Al ... 

phonso <lid not hesitate: wilEug to sa\'e, amid 

this dreadful dis;1ster, that which appeared to 

him most p1·ccious, he s~ized the box of titles, 

and Heel into the g;-.rdcn : but, recollecting the 

d::mgcr of his fa.ther, was determined, at the 

luzard of his life, agam to enter the house, 

• 
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when he heard don Ramirez calling him at the 
other end of the g;ir<lcn. 

It was not without difficulty thev rejoined 
, . 

each other; the earth on which they trod, like 
the sea, agitated by a violent tempest, rose i1t 
mountains, or sunk in dreadful valleys, beneath 
Alphonso's feet. His ear ,,;as struck by a sub
terranean sound, like the roaring of waves, fu
riously brcaki11g upon the rocks; he staggered, 
fell, got up, and fell again, and, unable to keep 
his feet, crept on all fours, with great difficuity, 
toward his father. He saw the earth open on 
all sides, and forming gulfs, whence issued fire 
and Harne, wLich rose and vanished in the air; 
the heavens became dark, the pale and livid 
lightnir,:,g ?ierce<l through the black clouds that 
covered them, the deep thunders rolled, and 
Alphonso beheld the bolts of Heaven ready to 
fall on his head, a.P..d Hell opening beneath his 
feet. 

Often, when he imagined himself within a 
step of his father, a new shock threw them at 
a distance ; the sweat ran dO\vn his face, his , 
clothes and hair were covered with sand and 
dust; yet, amid the scene of horrours, he 
never abandoned his dear casket ; he imagined 
don Ramirez would receive it with transport; 
and this i<lea sustained his courage and his 
strength. At bst, he rejoined hi.; father, who 
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received him with open arms, t:10ugh wi.th an 

aching heart. 0 my father! cried Alphonso, 

look, I have saved the casket ! 
The jewels? hastily interrupted don Ra-

.1:To, no, replied Alphonso, I knew better how 

to choose· it is vour genealo0".v. 
' ,I ::;:-iJ 

Don Ranurcz, in dreadful consternation, rais-

ecl his eyes to Heaven~ I am justly punished, 

said he, for my ridiculous ,1anity. He cnul<l s.1y 

no more, his tears intcrrupte~l his speech. Al

phonso, too much prepossessed and af6tated to 

comprehend the meaning of these words, conti

nued in his former errour, and thought only of 

Siwing his father. A moment's calm left them 

time to consider the mournful objefts that sur

rounded them. 
They sat down opposite thei:· pabcc, now half 

tkstroycd; that magnificent pabce, built ·within 

th~ last ten years; that palace, so new, so rich, 

so admired, is nm,· only a -heap of ri1:ns. He 

who had bchdd the bare wa11s, the mouldered 

rolurnns, the glassless winclo,v'i, rnust lnYe be

lieved, that time alone could brvc producecl so 

terrible a reYolution ! Ages s~emed necessary 

to d~stroy a monument built with so much soii

Jity, and yet the fearful destruction was the work 

of a few minutes! 

'The garden too 1 that masterpiece of art and 
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narure, is now an un 1nc.ming cluos of dn-;t, 
mud, and rnouL.!crcd lea, {.,S. In the moniinp· ,., 
there was seen a super:) cascade: where is it now? 
In the vcrl Si)Ot, \'.'here an :u-tific:,.l mount was 
raised at a p 1·odigious expense, gapes a ·dreadful 
gulf. "\Vhat arc become of the citron gro,·es, 
the marble statues, the v:iscs of ala~a:;ter and of 
porphyry ? A few vestiges still rer.ia:n, a fow 
broken fragments; the rest is 51, ·."'Hem ed up and 
loi;t f 

Don Ramirez looked ::t the sur1·ounding dis
solution; he was sitting near a little wood, that 
lud risen beneath his own eyes; the trees were 
all torn up by the roots, scattered here ar.J there, 
bnrieJ or extended in the mire: those trees, 
destined to survive the h~nd that planted them, 
were torn from the bosom of the earth ,,·ith as 
much e:asc and rapidity, as the \'erdurc and yield
ing flowers that grew benc:::th their s:1:1d.:. 

Oh! clav of horrors! cried l:011 R 1mirez , 

aloud, !ost labours, treasures interred in this 
place o.f tcrrours; why did not I rn~kc a bcacr 
use cf the money this bniJdi11g and this gardu1 
have cost? nut ti.1c earthquake is ab.itcd (2); 
kt us endeavour to ;·~g.:in the rains : L·t us savt: 
my diame,r: ls) if possible. 

So sa:1 ing, he ;u·os--, and at the same inst:mt a 
new anJ dr ·adful :,hock c.·tcnd.:d l1i:n .iMain upon 
the ground ; the remaining rvalis tumbk,.IJ th,~ 
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tubbi~h was ingulfod, and the palace disappeared; 

a whirlwind, with a cloud of smoke and dust, . 

rose, as it were, at his feet; yet, amid this scene 

of desolation, don Ramirez perceived, a mo

ment after, a band of hardened wretches, bear

ing li;:;htc 1 torches, and creeping toward the 

ruins of the palace, with an intent, before the 

last shock, to pillage (3 ). , 

Alphonso '., ishcd to pu-nish such unbridled 

1•i11.my, a11d would ha·.'e rushed upon them, had 

not l1is fot~1er cau~ht and retained him in his 

arms. 0 my son l said don Ramirez, bathing 

him '.vith a clduge of te;1rs, let us fly from this 

scene of lHJ~·:·id. <l~·..,truEtion; we arc e.ear the 

banks of the T:1.g11s, lt:t us see~;: sLclter and 

safrty on board the ~11ips. 

Alphcl:so ga·,c one arm to his fofher, held the 

c. ~ke~ in th~ other, h.ft the g,?rde1 , aPd entered 

er.'"' cf th,_• rubli..: ~-qu'lres; the houses were all in 

ruim, o, t:rthrown, or c•JW,Umcd by the Hames 

of a g1:n-.:ral confiagn1li,m. Ai.tcr a thousand 

fearful riskc:;, <lo 1 Ramirez and the young Al

phonso at 1.-.st foi.m l protccl:ion on 1Jo;,rd a ve~c:;el, 

corrn-nanded bv the br~rvc and z 'nerous Fer-. ~' 

na · ~e!'; the same }'crnandes ,vho formerly had 

so much cause to complJin of don Ran1ircz, but 

who, in thi~ t:mc of public calamity, saw only 

in an anci nt enemy an unhappy man, to whom 

hrs assisLrnce was become necessary. He ran to 
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don Ramirez, embraced an<l consoled him; for 
compassion in great minds is so forcible and so 
delicate, that it can soften woes the most cruel. 
In the mean time, as Fernandes did not once 
bewail his own situation, don Ramirez ques
tioned him concerning it. You had, said he, a 
great fortune : is 1t not all lost in this dreadful 
<l:iy ? 

Mv house at Lisbon is consumed . ., 

The loss is, no doubt, considerable? 
No; the building was small and simple. 
Your jewels and diamonds ; are tl1c} saved? 
I had none. 
You had a garden ? 
Yes; but far removed from Lisbon, "'here I 

passed the greater part of my time; it is in 
Alentejo ::: .. 

I havc: h"ard tllf it, and hope to God the earth
quake h:ls not raYaged that province. Is r,our 
country-house a fine one ? . 

No; but it is convenient. 
Ha,,e not you formed some advantageous 

establishments there ? 
Some s.itisfacl:ory ones; a manufac1:ory and an 

hospital. (Don Ramirez sighed.) 
is your manufacl:ory profitable? 
Yes; it gives subsistence to a number of work-

* A province of Portugal, between the Tagu~ :wd the; Guauiana. Evora is tl1e nktropolis. 
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men, an<l defrays, in part, the expenses of the 

hospital. 
I see you make a worthy use of your wealth ; 

Heaven preserve it to you! It is indeed hor

rible, to be rumed with a benevolent heart, and 

to be obliged to relinquish such honourable, such 

glorious establishments. 

\Ve should then find consolation in the re

;.11embrance of the good we had formerly <lone. 

Don Ramirez again heaved a profound sigh, 

and bitterly regretted the use he had made of his 

fortune ; his eyes at last were opened ; but too 

late, alas ! either for his glory or repose. 

Thus totally ruined, don Ramirez received 

from his s0vercign-thanks to the solicitations of 

the noble Fernandes -a small pension, though 

:;ufficicnt to afford the means of subsistence. 

With this he <letermined to retire to the pro

vince of Beira, whither he departed with his 

son, an<l settled in an obscure but pleasant re

treat, on the agreeable banks of the l\Ion<lego; 

but, followed by deep regret and incessant recol

lecl:ion, he found not the tranquillity he sought. 

Alphonso, devoted to ambition, and nothing 

abated in presumption and pride, consoled him

self for the loss of fortune by the hope, that in 

time he should tstablish a more brilliant and far 

more soli<l one than what his father's had been. 

He formed a thousand extravagant and chime• 
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rical projects, the absurdity of which his 1gno ... 
ranee and vanity did not sufrcr hi"m to perceive : 
incapable of refiecl:ing and employing his time in 
a useful and rational manner, he passed a great 
part of it in reading romances; these frivolous 
and dangerous books heat.eel his imagination, and 
ga,·c him false ideas of men and things. 

I Tot far from the retreat he inhabited was the · 
celebrated Foum;:in of Love; a name it owed to 
two unfortuna:e lo'.'Crs, who, irl ancient times, 
often met on its brinks, cirawn thither by an im
pruJent p~ssion. Ther 2 it was that don Pcd1·.i 
and tne bea1..1ti1ui1 th'e tend::1· Ines a thousand 
times discour.:e .. l of t:1cir s~cret lov~s *. Two 
antiguc palm-trees ovtrsh::idcd t'1(! fountain, 
united to each o:hcr by :.1 flexible g2rland,.of 
vine-branch~s ~nd i,·v. The wuter rises im:--e
tuously fror:.1 ,,~ ma:est;c 1·ock) falls down in. a 
cascade, and forms, u~)Oll a bcJ of she~l~, a l,rge 
rivulet, whicn 5Jowly winds, anc.1 gu1~ly mur
murs, among eternal vcrJure, shrubs of myrtle, 
of citron, and the rl")scbay. 

Thither Alphonso often went to reaci and n1-
minatc.. One morning, klppening to go later 

'· Such is the tradition. Thi::; fountain still l'Xi,ts in Por
tugal, ucar the ::\Iondcgo, ~.ml is c;.llecl the Fonntc,in of Love. 
Camoc.1s, in his beautiful poem of the Lus1ad, give, birth to 
thi~ .fount .. in from the tears ,·.-hich the nywph <,;f t!-.c JVfon~ 
clcgo :hcd .it the d,ath of Iue~. 
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than ordinary, he heard, as he drew near~he 

fountain, two persons, speaking in an unknown 

tongue: in one of their voices Alphonso found 

, an inexpressible sweetness, which wonderfully 

excited his curiosity ; he hid himself, with 

emotion, behind a myrtle bush, through the 

branches of which he discovered an object most 

worthy of fixing his attention: a young nymph, 

for so she seemed, scarce fifteen, of the most 

perfect beauty, was sitting on the banks of the 

fountain, beside a man who appeared to be her 

father : to him she was listening with the utmost 

attention, and by her looks it was eviaent he was 

reciting some interesting event. 

As he proceeded, he often pointed to th~ 

palm-trees and the fountain, whence Alphonso 

supposed he was relating the history of the un

happy Ines. The angelic listener had fixed her 

eyes upon the unknown relater, and kept a pro

found silence; but, from the expression of her 

countenance, her thoughts might easily be di

vined; curiosity, fear, anJ pity, were successively

painted in her eyes; and with so much energy, 

'That Alphonso imagined himself hearing a tale 

that she \Yas telling ; he saw her tears, and wept 

with her the <leath of Ines. P1 sently her eye"' 

became suddenly dry, her cheeks p:ilc, and. trr .. 

rour and indigm1tian succcedl"d to pitr. }.\.-. 
~O.L. H . 
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phonso shuddered in sympathy, detesting the 
excess to which passion, and a desire of yen
geance, had carried the unfortunate don Pe<lro .. 

The history of Ines is ended, and yet the 
stranger continues speaking; no doubt he is mak
ing prudent refl.ecl:ions on the danger of the pas
sions, and on the criminal and fatal imprudence 
of a young woman, who, without the consent 
of her parents, dared to choose for and dispose 
of herself. 

The beauteous hearer ran to the arms of the 
stranger, with all the expression of the strongest 
sensibility: then turning her glistening eyes to
ward that fountain, which had formerly been a 

witness of the indiscreet vo"·s of love, she 
sighed, fell on her knees, raise<l her cLlspe<l and 
eager hands to Heaven, and seemed to promise' 
the Author of her <lays an eternal obedience ; 
her beauty, in that attitude, h~d some.thing ce
lestial and angelic. 

Alphonso could not contain his ecstatic trans
ports; an exclamation escaped aloud, and, fearing 
to be discovered, he hastily fled from his hiding
place, full of the idea of what he haJ seen. 
He followed the first path he found, but, pre
sently awaking from his dream, again returned 
toward the fountain. The beauteous stra11ger 
was gone, and Alphonso contemplated with grief 
the place where she sat, and thought he still s.aw 
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her on her knees before her father. The next 
moment he remembers her absence; his heart is 

oppressed, his eyes filled with tears; he is plung

e<l into a profound an<l melancholy meditation, 

when suddenly he hears a cry of terrour, which 

pierces him to the very heart. 

He runs, he flies; but what does he behold ? 
It is the stranger, alone, pale, dishevelled, and 

fleeing from a mad bull that pursues her ! Al-
1,honso darts toward her, seizes her in his arms, 

and bears her off, at the very moment when, 

overcome by the excess of fear, she had fallen 

not ten paces from the furious animal. 

.Alphonso, charged with a burden so precious, 

rapi<lly turns aside behind the palm-trees of the 

fountain, and bears her senseless in his arms in 
safety to a high rock. 

Here hl, perce1vcd the father of the stranger 

rur:ning wild, and, as soon as he saw his daugh

ter in safety, blessing God and her deliverer. At 

the same instant the bull rettir!1edJ and bent his 

course towm d the father, wliu had not time to 

avoid him, or mount the rock. In vain did 

Alphonso still holcl his senseless prize in one 

arm, :111d exte1)<l tl e other toward her father; 

the latter cried aloud to him in Portuguese, not 

to ab,mdun his <laughter on that dangerous sum-
E 2 

/ 



76 TALES OF THE CASTLE. 

mit, and ran himself immediately behind one of 
the largest of the palm-trees of the fountain. 

The bull endeavoured to pass bet\veen them : 
the passage was narrow, he was in full speed, his 
body became fixed between the trees, and his 
'head and horns entangled in festoons of the ivy 
~md the vine. The stranger seized the advantage 
of the moment, drew a tweezer-case from his 
pocket, opened it, took out a pin, and ran it 
into the back of the bull; but how great ,vas 
the surprise of Alphonso, when he heard the 
bull bellow dreadfully, saw him drop, struggle 
to rise, again falt down, and, after a few vain 

efforts, expire ! 
Nay now, but sure, cried all the children at 

once, that is not possible. 
Pardon me, said l\Iadame de Clemire, but 

it is. 
What, mamma ! cried Caroline; a bull killed 

by the prick of a pin ! 
Yes, my dear; it is very true. 
Then I hope you will not say, said Pulcheria, 

I was so \ery wrong to cry when the thorns of 
the rose pricked my .fingers. 

That thorn was not quite so dangerous. as the 

pin of the stranger. 
Was it very long, mamma ? 
Much shorte1· than the pins with which I pin 

on my hat. 
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This seems incredible. Shall we find the ex-

pLrnation of this prodigy in your notes ? 

Assuredly. 

That will be very curious. 

0, I have many other things far more astonish-

ing, to tell you yet. 

It is a delightful story: do, dear mamma, 

haYe the goodness to go on; we will not in

tcri·upt you .my more. 

Alphonso, continucLl Tufodame <le C1~111ire, 

was not less surprised than you are, at the sud

den cfr.1th of the bull;· amazement ren<lered him 

motionless, while the stranger ascended the rock, 

and took his daughte1· in his arms, just as she 

began to recover the use of her senses and look 

around. Alphonso was not an unfeeling witness 

of the pure joy testified by the father and daugh

ter : the latter did not understand Portuguese, 

therefore could not thank Alphonso; but she 

related to her father, in a few words, the dread

ful danger from which she Ind been delivered. 

The stran6er testified a lively sense of grati

tuc.le toward the generous protector of his dear 

D.1li11da, for tlnt was the name of his lovely 

d ,rn i hter; :md, wh1le he si-1nkc, Dalinda cast a 

tender glance at Alph onso, still more expressive 

than the tlnnks of her fat her. Alphonso, pe-

nctrate<l and enraptured, endeavoured to prclong 

E 3 
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a conversation so sweet, by questioning tlic 
stranger conc~rning the manner in which he had 
been sep2rated from his daughter. He replied, 
that h~ had been culling simples; that Dalinda, 
occupied after the same manner, was at somt= 
distance from him, but not out of sight; that, 
lifting up his head, he h:1<l seen her running 
with incredible swiftness; that she ha<l already 
got above six hundred y .. rd:,; frorn him, r.nd that, 
;:t the same momem, he ?Crccivcd th\! bull pur~• 
suing her; that he r;::n after her with all b:s 
f'Jwa, but had stumbled over the. stump of an 
old tree :mJ falkm. 

f:~\~ing finished this rccit:.11, A1phon:;o asked 
· whether he intende<l to stay long in Portt:gal ? 
, To, answered the str .. nger, we set off imme<li
a:.ely for Spain, being desirous of seeing as mud1 
of that king1..lom as possible. This intelligence 
threw Alphonso into the utmost consternation. 
He hung down his head, and was mournfully 
silent; the stranger, after again repeating his 
thanks and gratitude in th,~ most affectionate 
terms, rost, took his leave, ::mcl c.fo;a?peared with 
Dalinda. 

Alphonso remained some time petrified, and 
-scarcely seeming to breathe ; at bst, coming to 
himself, he started impetuously from the f,)un
tain, and flew to .fin<l the stranger once again, to 
ask hi111 a thousand que~tionsl anJ, cspecially1 
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to inquire what was his name, and what his 

country. He wondered how it was possible he 

could have let him depart, without first gaining 

such interesting information. He ran hither 

and thither, like a madman, but all his researches 

were 1n va1n. 
Overcome with fatigue and despair, he re-

turned once more to the fountain. As he drew 

near, he saw something shining in the path, and, 

approaching ► found it was a large blue ribband 

embroidered with gold; his heart beat, he knew 

it to be the sash of Dalinda. It was in tha.t 

•• .. ;ery place that Dalinda, overcome with terrour, 

had fallen senseless; and there it was that Al

phonso, raising her in his arms, had untied the 

ribband, that girded her waist. 

Alphonso, affec1:ed, stooped with transport 

and respect to take up a ribband so precious ;. 

the sash of Dalinda was the cestus of innocence, 

and the gird1e of the Graces. He sighed, and 

vowed for e·ver to preserve a pledge so dear to 

his heart, which he hacl thus acquired by chance. 

In the me,1n time the hours glided away: Al

phonso could not tear himself from the fountain; 

an<l night and darkness had surprised him, still 

plungeJ. in his reverie, if don Ramirez had not 

come to search fo him himself. 

Don Ramirez hacl never taken any part in his 

E4 
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son's education; had ne,·er asked, nor e,•er pos
sessed, his confidence. Alpho1:so did not me~ 
tion his adventure to him; but, on the contrary, 
carefully concealed the thong11ts and emotions of 
his sou1. Devoted to the romantic ideas which 
seduced his imagination, he had only one plea
sure, that of passing his hours at the fountain, 
where he first beheld Dalin<la; there every thing 
recalled the objelt, which reason ought to have 
erased from his memory ; here Dalinda, at the 
knees of her father, was retraced in his fancy; 
here, in his ..fixed thoughts, she still lived in all 
lier bloom of beauty, adorned with every charm 
of innocence and virtue; near this shrubbery 
Dalinda owed to him her life; upon that rock 
she opened her eyes, and cast a look of sweet 
thankfulness upon Alphonso; beneath these 
palm-trees did she sit, and that clear water once 
reRclteJ her seraphic form. 

Thus diJ Alphonso consume his days in vain 
regret upon the dangerous brink of this fatal 
spring. Such does fable paint the wretched 
Narcissus, a feeble victim of insensate love; an<l 
so <lid Alphonso, pale, dejected, withont strength, 
without courage, fix his eyes c:rowned in tears 
upon the fountain of love. The echoes of this 
solitary place, which anc:~,Hly so often resound
ed with the name of Ines, repeat at present only 
that of D-1 lind.1. D alirnh is C".\rve<l upon every 

I. 
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tree, even on the very palm-trees, on which for

merly Ines alone was read. Alphonso sang to 
his guitar the verses he had written on Dalin<la, 

and engraved upon the rocks the rhymes, that 

love and melancholy dictated. 

These romantic follies totally occupied him for
some time : but, as the pleasures which reason 

disapproYes are never durable, his imagination 

cooled by degrees, and wearisome disgust suc
cccdeJ cnthusi·,lsm ; his songs and complaints be
gan to cease, the echoes of the fountain became· 

mute, and the trees, the streams, and verdure,, 

no longer could inspire him with poetry and pro
found reveries. 

Don Ramirez observed the alteration of body 
and min<l, which had happened to his son; he 

questioned him, and Alphonso confessed himself 

dissatisfied, and consumed with emmi. He had 

not forgotten, that the stranger told him he 
:,houlJ remain some time in Spain ; and Al .. 

phonso added, he ardently desired to travel. 

through tlut country, .11-iLl become acqu1inted 
with it. Don Ramirez, ,·;ho for his own part 
had none of thos~ resourcec; in himself which 

make men fond of solitude, gbdly seized this 

proposition, and two days after they departed 
for Spain. After traversing the province of 
Tra-los-1\Iontes, they entered Spain by Galicia; 

i', 5 
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they then travelled through the northern par~ 

of Spain, the Asturias, Biscaye, Navarre, Ar

ragon, and arri,Ted at last in Catalonia ( 4•). 

Alphonso's passion for Dalinda was rekindled 

by this tour ; the hope and the desire of once 

more finding her acquired new force from 

thoughts, which an enthusiastic imagination had 

at first produced. He was impatient to arrive at 

l\tiadrid, thinking he could not fail to meet her 

in this metropolis ; but don Ramirez ,,,ould abso

lutely remain some time in Catalonia, in order 

to visit the famous l\tlont-Serrat. This moun

tain, composed of steep rocks, is so high, that, 

when arrived on its summit, the neighbouring 

mountains which surround it seem so diminished 

2s to look little more than molehilis; an<l the 

,,iews from it are the most majestic ~nd exten

sive possible*. 
At th~ foot of one of these soiitary rocks is 

:;\11 antique monasteryt. " But the most in
,, teresting part of the mountain is the desert, in 

" which are seve::.-al hermitages, affecting asylums 

" in the eyes of true philosophy. Each of these 

" retreats contains a chapel, a cell, a small gar-

•• It is s:ud :,-ou mr,y ~cc th e island:. of .i\fr jorca and Ivlinorca 

from this place, ,vhich are more than a hundretl and forty 

miles distance See ]1."cw:H w Yoyage m F.rp ug,IL', tome i. 

t Saint Ign:nius thtre devoted himself to pcn:1ncc, and 

there formed the de~:gn of founding a society of jc~uits. 
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" den, and a well, dug in the rock. The her

" mits who inhabit them are most of them gen

" tlemen, who, disgusted with the world, come 

" to this place of 
1
tranquillity and rest, and 

" give themselves up entirely to meditation*_,, 

At break of day, don Ramirez and his son 

began to ascend l\lI:ont-Serrat. The aspect of 

the mountain might well haYe made them re,

nounce their design; its prodigious elevation, 

and the enormous and craggy rocks which pro

jecled on every side, promised no agreeable walk; 

but, in traversing these menacing steeps, delicious 

valleys, meadows enamelled· with a thousand 

flowers, thickets formed by the simple hand of 

nature, and cascades which throw themselves 

from the white and stony ridges with animating 

tumult, give a thousand varieties, and embellish 

this solitude, which is become the fortunate re

fuge of peace and virtue ( 5). 

Don Rami.cez, on entering the. desert, met one 

of these hermits, reading as he walk,ed. He 

was struck by his noble aml vcr.~rable figure; he 

passed near them, z.nd, as Jon Ramirez wa.s 

talking with his son, the hermit, hearing the 

Portuguese tongue, took his eyes from bis book, 

.md approached the strangers. He told don R~ .. 

Sec the work last cited, to11:1c i. 
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mirez how happy he was once more to meet 2 
countryman, and invited them both to rest a 
while in his hermitage. The prnr,-osition was 
gratefully accepted, and the venerable recluse 
brought them vegetables and fruit. 

After the repast, Alphonso, desirous of con
tinuing his walk, left them, telling his father he 
would wait for him in the desert. The old man 
led don Ramirez to his garden, and there they 
sat themselves down beside a gentle waterfall, 
upon a rock overgrown with moss. 

Don Ramirez then, addressing himself to the 
hermit, said, What revolution, what cruel re
verse of fortune, my father, can have torn you 
from our native country, and £:.;eel you in this 
desert? It is easy to see, by your manners, you 
were not born to end your days in a wilderness 
like this. 

No, replied the hermit, it .bas been my mis .. 
fortune, to know the world an_d the court. 

These words inspired don Ramirez with the 
niost ardent curiosity, which the hermit con ... 
sented to satisfy. 

It imports you but little, said he, to know my 
name: I have been twelve years an inhabitant of 
this mountain. By this time they believe in 
Portugal that I am deHd. I have dcYoted myself 
to oblivion: therefore I will uot speak of my fa-

, 
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mily, but, in as few words as possible, relate my 

deplorable story. 
Madame de Clemire was continuing to read, 

but the Baroness gave the signal of retreat : in 

vain were several voices at once heard, entreat

ing for one quarter of an hour more ; the rule 

was absolute. 
The following evening, :l\fadame de Clemire 

again opened her ~anuscript, 2.nd said, \Ve lefu 

off yesterday where the hermit was going to re

count his history. Don Ramjrcz listened; the 

hermit sighed, and thus he said: 

" l\1y family is one of the most ancient in all 

" Portugal. I received a good education, in

" herited a toler;lble fortune, and, by my sue

" cess in war, obtained the esteem and benefac

" tions of my soYereign, married a wom~n whom 

" I loYcd, became a father, and of course became 

" happy .. 
" Such was my situation, when the late king 

•' died. This event deprived me of a beloved 

" master, a protector, and a father; for to a 

" faithful subject a good king is all these. I re

" tired from court to an estate in the country, 

" and dedicated my time solely to the education. 

" of my son. This son, the object of my most 

"' tender affection, was superi01· even to my 

" hopes. 
~' As soon as he was of an age proper to a:9-
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"pear at court, I entrusted him to the care of ~ 
" relation, sent him to Lisbon, and remained in 
" my country solitude. I was now, for the first 
" time, separated from my son, and yet never 
" was happier. I imagined his future success, 
"and indulged the fondest hopes of his rising 
" fame.-Hope, though the most uncertain, the 
" most deceitful, is yet, perhaps, the greatest of 
" blessings, and one which the heart of a father 
" only can properly estimate. When our own in
" terest produces the fbttering illusion, it is mo
" derated, unfeebled, or perhaps dispelled, by 
" fear; but what father ever yet prescribed 
" bounds to the hopes he conceived of his son? 
" Alas! I thought to have behdd some of mine 
" realized I 

" l\1y son set out with the most brilliant sue
" cess. His name, his fa111ily, my savices, 
" \vhich his presence' brought again to remem
" brance, but especic1lly his understanding, good 
" temper, and accomplishments, obtained that 
" respect at court, which the jealousy of cour
" tiers looked upon as the beginning of favour. 

" He saw a young lady of Lisbon, who, in 
" addition to personal attraction, talents, and 
"virtue, was of a noble family and large fortune. 
" 1\-Iy sop aspired to her hand: I approved his 
" choice, and his attachment, authorized by my 
" approbation, fixed the short destiny of his !ife. 
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'' Her parents consented to a union, by which 

" his happiness would be ensured ; but on con

" dition, that he obtained a place at court. l\1y 

" son asked a place, and he was promised one in 

" three months; it was only required he should 

" keep his success a secret, for reasons assigned, 

" till the moment of actual possession ; with per

" mission, however, to inform the parents of 

" his mistress of the event, which he instantly 

"did. 
" He was accordingly presented to the young 

" bdy as her future husband ; and she, at this 

" interview, thus authorized, confessed an affec

" tion for him, which crowned his felicity. 

" As the marriage was of course deferred till 

cc the period when he should be in actual enjoy

" ment of his promised place, he tore himself 

" from Lisbon, and came to tell me all his hap

" piness. I had then the pleasure to hold in my 

" arms, and press to my bosom, the child whom 

" I so dearly loved, and whom I considered as at 

" the summit of all his wishes. Alas! while I 

" supposed myself the most fortunate of fathers, 

H a barbarian, a monster, was forming the black 

" plot, which at once deprived me of wife and 

u son. 

" My son's natural cane.lour prevented hiai 

" from suspecting the probity of a traitor, who 

~' only wishe<l his confidence, that he might ruin 
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"him with greater certainty. This wretch, who 
'' had been c.Iragged from obscurity by the ca
" price of his sovereign, imagined he beheld in 
" him a dangerous rjval; but, dissembling his 
"jealousy, he sought, and soon obtained, the 
"friendship of the unsuspeEting youth." 

Don Ramirez was greatly disturbed at thi.s 
part of the hermit's recital ; but the old man 
perceived not his emotion, and continued his 
story. 

" "\Vhen my son solicited the pl2cc of which. 
" he was desirous, he trusted the secret to that 
" abominable man; who, not having just ~t thar 
" instant the power to injure hi .. n, pretended to 
" second his request, and participate his joy; but 
" the absence of my son gave him an opportunity 
" to exercise his fiencllike malignancy. He 
"knew his own ascendancy over the king; he ~ 
" calumniated my son, and inspired a young and 
" inexperienced prince with false fears; the gift 
" was revoked, the place given to a c.-cature of 
" this unworthy favourite, and my son exiled the 
" court. By his majesty's order, I was first in-
" formed of this terrible calamity, which for-
" bade my son to quit his country-seat; and n1y 
" son, at the same time, received a letter from 
" the young lady he loved, which contained these 
" few words. 

" ' You have most unworthily deceived us~. 

I 

J 
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H we know, from the best authority, the place 
'' now disposed of was never promised you ; for
u get, therefore, the name of one, who will ne
" ver forgive herself for having once esteemed 
"you.' 

" After having read this fatal billet, my son 
" exclaimed-Thus, then, I have lost the woman 
" I loved, and am dish011oured ! In saying this, 
" his knees knocked violently together, the blood 
" forsook his face, and he dropped into my arms. 
" He was taken to bed, ·whence he never rose; 
'' a violent fever for ever deprived rr..e of him in 
" less than a week. 0 horrible remembrance ! 
" 0 most unfortunate father ! 

'' His unhappy mother, a witness of the vio
" lent emotions of her son, seemed equally s;ruck. 
" Her reason became disordered ; in a few hours 
" she lost the use of it, yet appeared sensible of 
" her affiict:ions; and, at last, a victim to mater
" nal love, sunk into the same grave ,vith her 
" son. 

" Condemned to Ii \'e, I supported life only 
" by the hope of vengeance. 0 thou 1 cried I, 
'' Sovereign Arbiter of the fate of miserable 
" mo'rtals ! Being Supreme ! whose heavy hand 
" has fallen upon tTJ e ! deign, at least, from the 
" bottom of that ab}'-.s intJ vd1 ich thy wrath has 
" plunged me, deign to hear the cries of my 
" despair ! The voice of the oppressed cau 
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" reach thee, and never hast thou rejeu:ed hrs 

" prayer. I aspire not to happiness; that is for 

" ever lost ! 'tis vengeance I ask, 'tis justice I im

" plore. May the perfidious wretch, whose in

" fernal arts have robbed me of my wife anJ son, 

" lose, at once, fortune and favour. He is a fa

" ther; let him weep bitterness like me, and 

" may he, abo, e all, be unhappy in his -son !" 
Tl~e hermit stopped; he s:1w don Rnmirez 

look wildly round, and rise from his seat. You 

tremble, sail he; my excess of hatred and desire 

of revenge have made you afr::iid of he'Jring the 

remainder of my story ; but fear not, I have no

thing fanher of tragedy to tell. Heaven con

verted my heart ! I soon abhorred the revenge, 

whic !. religic,n condemns. 

Don Ramirez again moved, without answer

ing: and, after a few minutesi astonishment and 

terrour made him motionless ; then suddenly 

starting-\Vhere am I? cried he; in what asy

lum? 

"\Vh;:t i3 the meaning, Sir, said the hermit, of 

that fearful :1git.1tion, in which I see you ? Of 

what impru<le!ice have I been guilty? Is my per

-secutor known to you ? Is he your friend? 

This per.::ecutor ! this barbariai'l t this monster! 

was Ramirez! 

It was, E,ir, I confe.ss it; he was the author of 

all my mi e,y. 
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'l his Ramirez ! this-
Repeat not that dreadful name, Sir ; I shudder 

when I hear it. 

Unhappy Alvarez ! learn, at leJst, Heaven has 
punished your enemy. 

"\Vhat say you? does he no longer govern Por
tugtil ? 

Ruined, stripped, without relatrons; withow: 
friends, he has little left but v.i:n rt::gt·ct, ~nd 
llcvcr-cnding remorse. 

Does he si1ff~1· ? I am sorry ! 
Sorry! Is it possible? 
Doubt it not, But wherefore do you weep, 

Sir? What ray of light breaks upon my min<l? 
0 God ! Can it be ? 

Yes!-· I am that wretch, cried rlon Ramirez, 
c.1sting himself at the hcrm:t's feet, who, penc .. 
trate~l with involuntary horrour, drew back, 
0 ! rcYerend father, continued don Ramirez, 
falling on his knees, and seizing his Yest, stop, 
hear me, holy m::m. ! I own I have meriteJ thy 
hatred; no words can express thl' horrour with 
which my presence might to inspire thee ; but 
remember I now am trnfortunat~. And yet I. 
h:Hc a son, who mi~bt console, might-0 ! 
cease, l1oly fath-:r, to curse me ! Cease to pray 
nw son ma v make me m0re miserable ! , , 

0 God! cried the hermit; don Ramirez in 
this place! bcne.:th th:s roor roof! a suppliant 
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at my feet, and giving me the saGed title of fa

ther! a title formerly my greatest glory and 171y 

bliss! a title of which he robbc<l me !-Y ct

fear nothing, said he, casting a look of compas

sion on Jon Ramirez ; I again rep~at it, hatred 

has long been banished this bosom. Thou 

cal lest thyself unhappy; corn plainest of fortune! 

Art thou persecuted ? Art tl1ou proscribed? 

8peak-This grotto shall become thy place of re

fuge; in partaking it wirh thee, I shall obser'\'C 

the holy rites of hospitality. Fear no unworthy 

reproaches; if my succour be necessary to thee, 

thou shalt find in me only the father an<l the 

friend. 
0 ! greatness of soul, which confounds me f 

exclaimed don Ramirez. Can man, then, ele

vate his soul to so sublime a degree of virtue? 

No, Ramirez, answered the hermit; seek not 

for that generosity in the heart of man, which is 

not in nature; admire not the feeble Alvarez, 

but acknowkdge and adore the high hand of 

Heaven. 

Thus sayin:z, he held out his arms, an<l ad. 

't'ancul to embrace don Ramirez, whose tears 

bedewed the bosom of the Yirtuous man ; that 

bosom ,·.-hich formerly he haJ so cruelly torn. 

A qu;1rte1· of :m hJur after this reconciliation 

Alphonso rcturncc.l to th;., hennit;ige. Lon Ra~ 
mircz took his 1c::vc of the hcnn:t, an<l qn:tt···tJ:· 
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the mountain, bearing with him remorse the 

most grievous, and apprehensions the most fear

ful; he coul<l not remove from his mind the ma

ledicrion so solemnly pronounced against him" by 
Alvarez; he saw its effecr already in the loss of 

his fortune; and, notwithstanding the generous 

pardon he had received, he felt himself too guilty 

not to dread the wrath of Heaven, and its justice 

toward the injured Alvarez. Alas ! cried Rami

rez, in his height of anguish, he remitted ven

geance to the arm of God! Such vengeance 

must be terrible ! 0 my son ! thou art to become 

the instrument of my punishment; Alphonso 

must chastise his father ; he is the aYenger of 
Aharez .. 

Full of these melancholy thoughts, don Rami

rez became absent, silent, and gloomy : often, as 

he looked at his son, would the tears rush into 

his eyes, a vague dread would come over him, 

and an inexplicable terrour seize his heart. 

He no longer felt the happiness of being a fa
the1. 

,,.. 

They left Catalonia, after haYing visited Tar
ragona an<l. Tortosa (o), and went to l\Ia<lrid, 

where Alphonso vainly hoped, once more, to 

meet Dalinda. He learnt, however, from the 

description that he gave of her, she had been 

there : that her father was a Swede, his namt! 

Thelismar ; that he intended to remain some 
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time in Spain, and that he had then taken the 
road to Granada. 

This intelligence, which he had been careful 
to procure unknown to his father, gave him an 
ardent desire to go to Granada; and don Rami
rez, who every where carried his inc1uietude with 
hilll, reaclily consented to leave l\ladrid sooner 
than he had intended. 

They went first to Toledo, when they saw the 
Alcazar, or ,mcient l\Toorish palace *' ; the ar
chitecture of which is a mixture of the Roman, 
Gothic, and l\rioriscan. '\V hat they most ad
mired in this palac-~ was an hospital, for the poor 
of the city and its environs, established by the 
Archbishop of Toledo. This hospital contains 
manufacrories and drawing-schools. They edu
cate about two hundred children, to whom they 
live a habit of labour, and a love of Yirtue. Old 
men and women likewise .find an asylum in this 
ancient palc.ce, thus consecrated by religion to 
suffering humanity (7) . . 

After a short stay at Toledo, our traYellcrs 
went to Cor<loYa, 111 their road to which they 
crossed the Siena-11o1 ena t, a wild and unrnlti-

"' There is also an Alcazar, or J\,Ioritc:111 palace, at Seville, 
but not so beautiful as that of Toledo. 

t A lung- chain of mount,ti11~, so ralhid, btcame, l;eing co
"Vered over with rosemary, holly, and other t. vergrn:ns, it 
appears black at,\ <listan~.c. 

I ,, 
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Y~tecl tr.Jct of land, which the acri-re and bene
iicent genius of an indi,,idual (8) has since me
tamorphosed into a habitable and agreeable 
country. 

CordoYa is built upon the borders of the 
Guadalquivir, and is overlooked by a. chain of 
mountains, continually covered with verdure, 
which are a part of the Sierra-l\1orena. This 
city, formerly so celebrated, retams little of 
its ancient grandeur, except a large extent of 
ruins, and a superb mosque, built by Abdera
ma (9). 

Don Ramirez staid three clays at Cordova, 
and continued his jouruey. Alphonso s:-iw not 
the walls of Grim~da without emotion ( 10); he· 
fbtten .. d himself he should find D.llinda in that 
city, but he did not long preserve that hope. 
l\iotwithsranding the cares of lm e, he was forci
bly struck with th(, delightful situation of Gra
nada, ~he beauty of its builJings ( 11 ), and the an
tique anJ curious monuments, the rcnuins of 
which, at every step, recall the remembrance of 
!vloorish magnificence. Alphonso visited with 
raprnre the Alhambra an<l General~£, and amused 
himself in places full of inscriptions and verses, 
which retraced to his memory the ancient gal
lantry of Grana_<la's kings, the misfortunes of 
the Abcncerages, the persecutions and triumphs 
of. virtuous queen ( l2), and all the marvellous 
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adventures which he had so often read in history 

and romance. 

Alphonso, however, more and more uneasy 

about Dalinda and her father, soon learnt they 

had left Granada almost a fortnight, and were 

gone to Cadiz ; and that they talked of staying 

t~ere six weeks, and afterward of embarking for 

the coast of Africa. This news affiicl:ed him 

much ; he ende::ivoured not to persuade his father· 

to go thither, fer don Ramirez had declared 

Granada should be the last place he would wan

der to, and that he would afterward return to 

Portugal. 

The desire of travelling, of finding Dalinda, 

the hope of making a gre::it fortune, ambition, 

love, and especially pr.de, i_µl ~ness, and curiosity, 

inspire<l the cu!pab:e Alphonso with the impru

dent an..! cruel resolution of secretly flying to 

Cadiz, and abandoning :. :s father. He felt great 

uneasiness in com;ng :o this determination, but 

he suppre~sed such salutary remorse, which he 

could not help feeling, and employe<l all his 

powers to find specious reasons, that might ex

cuse, and even dignify, this criminal act. 

l\1y father, said he, has lost his fortune; he has 

only a small pension, not su11icient for both of 

us; in taking half his exp~nse away, I shall dou

b le his income. I feel I am a burden to him ; I 

even pcrc~ive my comp:my is not so agreeable to 
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him as formerly; he is become pensive and silent, 
my conversation fatigues,, and my presence lays . 
him under restraint. Besides, in seeking to dis
tinguish myself, and emerge from obscurity, is it 
not for him I labour? If I can procure wealth, 
to him shall it be dedic:ited. My absence may 
give him some uneasiness for a time, but my re
turn will ensure his felicity. 

Such were the reflections of Alphonso, who 
~ighed while he thus reasoned, and his cheeks 
were bedewed with tears. Had he consulted his 
h1,:;art, duty, honour, and reason, would soon have 
resumed their functions; but he endeavoured to 
deceive hir11self, and he succeeded ; without the 
power, hcwevu·, of totally stifling the voice of 
conscience. 

He liatl taken care to seduce one of the ser
vants into his design, a11d ha I consulted with him 
on the ml..!ans of flight. It w~is agreed, that Al
phonso sh0uld go off in the evening; that the 
scrv mt ~houkl wait for him at the city gate, 
with two hor~es, on which they should ride, 
w·ithout stoppinp·, as far as Loxa, to which place 
he scn'ant knew the road. 

Alp! omo l1ad no money. Certain jewel:;, 
~hich h,~ happene<l !o have about him on the 

day of 1.he earthquake, had be.en saved, all of 
which his father sold, except two di,imond ring , 

OJ. H. 
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which he had given his son. One of these Ald 
phonso privately sold for four hundred piastres 
(about seventy guineas), which he thought a 
sum sufficient to make a tour of the world, if he 
pleased. 

On the day fixed for his flight, he pretended 
a violent headach in order to conceal his own 
anxiety, and induce don Ramirez to go betimes 
t.:o bed. Accordingly, about eight o'clock his 
father retired. Alphonso's heart was ready to 
burst, when he bade him good night, and he ran 
and shut himself up in his chamber, whither he 
was pursued by his remorse. 

Bathed in tears, he wrote to his father, to in
form him of the motive of his flight, ,,·ithout 
mentioning what road he should take, or his pas
sion for Dalinda. He sealed the letter, and left 
it on the table, that his father might find it on 
the morrow ; then wrapping himself in a coun
tryman's cloak, he put on thick-soaled clouted 
shoes, took a staff in his hand, with his purse, 
and a pocket-book that containe<l his other ring, 
and Dalin<la's sash, properly concealed, opened a 
_window, leaped into a court-yard, and went out 
of a private door, of which he had procured the 
key. He passed hastily along the streets, got 
through the city gate by means of his country 
disguise, found his servant waiting a little way 
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out of tO\vn, mounted his horse, follo,ved his 
guide, and proceeded towards Cadiz. 

The <l::n-kness of the night would not permit 
him to travel as fast as he wished, while the fear 
of being pursued, the grief of leaving his father, 
his inquietude, remorse, and repentance, all stung 
him to the heart, and inspired him with a certain 
insurmountable terrour, which was doubly in
creased by the blackness of the night. 

He had quitted Granada about two hours, 
,rhen he w::.s awakened from his gloomy reveri~ 
by a Vtry surprising phxnomenon : surrounded 
as it were by the thick, the profound, obscurity 
of uight, darkness in an instant disappeared, and 
light the rrost radiant dazzlc<l the astonished 
eyes of Alphonso. He raised his hea<l amazed, 
.rnd behel l a dobe of bi·jp·hc an<l shining fire in l...J 0 

tile Le ncns, preLipit:iting itself so111cwhat hori .. 
zorn::d :y tow:1rd earth, and augmentin~ as it fell. 
ft exb:bitt<l a 7"housanJ dazzl.ing colours, an<l left 
;i long tl'a;1! of Eghi:, that marked its path in the 
a~:110:,phen;. 1-Iavin~; traversed a p:-trt of the ho
rizon, it b::gan to rise ag:-tin by drgr1:es, and shot 
forth on all sides ,,parks and bh~zing sheaves, that 
~,.>:med like , ::i.5t artifici.d fireworks. At length 
tlH: e1wrmons b,dl vp:.:ncJ, and sent forth two 
Vind of vok~rioc<;, ,\·!1ich for111ed themst:h-cs into 
cv.-0 i rodit~ious r:li!lbows, one of wl1idt Yanisl1t.~~1 

} ? 
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in the north, the other in the south; the fi ~r'f 

globe became extinct, and the most impl'.netrable 

darkness instantly succeeded tv gleaming light 

the most fervent ( 1 S ). 

Alphonso was forcibly and irresistibly abrmed 

by this prodigy. All uncommon accidents are 

ill omens to a troubled conscience. This was 

highly so to him ; his grief and doubts Yvcre dou

bled ; he increased his pace to get rid of hi5 fears, 

and gallopped the re5t of the night without stop-

pmg. 
At day-break his valet perceived they had lost 

their way, and had struck into a cross road. 

Alphonso looked round, and saw a barren 1roun

tainous countrv covered with rock". U1~abk to 
; 

oiscover any beaten track, he alighted, tied his 

horse to a tree, and, follo\·, ed by his ,,a Jet, went 

toward one of the highest and nearest r ocks, 

hoping to discover from its summit the town of 

Lox a, from which he imagine<.! they coukl not be 

far distant. 
Observe, his country shoes were clouted with 

hob-nails all over; and his stai1~ being a pl'a

sant's, had a thick iron ferrule at the end. 

Scarcely had Alphonso proc~eJcd twenty paces 

, upon the rock he meant to ascend, when he felt 

his feet fixed to the stone ! He could not lift, 

he could not stir them ! and his stafl~ too heavy 
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to mo\·c, stood upnght, and seemed to take root 
on this fatal rock (14-) ! 

0, my father ! cried he, Heaven has under
taken to punish my ingratitude, by a new, an 
unheard of miracle. 

He coul<l say no more. Remorse, astonish-
ment, terrour, overwhelmed him, took away 
whnt littk str::n~th he had left, ren<lerc.J him 
imm?vablc :.:.ncl mute, caused his hair to stand 
erc-:r, and spread a death-like paleness over his 
checks. 

0 dear mamma ! crieJ Pulcheria, is h~ changed 
to a statue ? 

Not entirely, answered l\faclame de Clemire, 
sm:ling; though he himself dreaded he ,vas, for 
d1at idea struck him as well as you. 

And well it might, marnma. That im incibic 
power, tl1at fixed him to the rock, might make 
him expect worse. 

Ilowc\·er, my dear, that invincible power was 
not supernatural. You remember I told you 
the seemingly marvellous in my story should all 
be true. 

And yet the globe of fire and the fatal rock 
appear so extraordinary! But tell us, dear mam
ma, what became of poor Alphonso. 

\Vhile he remained petrified with tcrrour in 
the situation I have described, the sky became 

• F 3 
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covered with clouds, the ·winds howled in the 
air, and the rain beg:m to pour down. But how 
was the terrour, how ,vas the horrour uf Ahholl~ 

I 

so increased, when he beheld that dr,.::adfol rain ! 
\Vhen he s.iw v:hat he thought millions of hugt: 

round drops of biood instantly cover the white 
rocl-s tlnt surrounded him; felt them run in 

streL 1s from hi~ face, hanJs, ~mct all p:lrt!> of his 

hody; and viewed rin1lets of blood descend on 
;,.ll sides to the green valleys (15) ! 

1j nccm'.non terrom· gave uncommon strer,~th . 
.i\ 1i)ho~so qnittctl his stafr~ which rernoincd 
nea, p1antcd on the rock, an<l with violent cf. 
:forts wrenched his feet from the adhcsivt stone, 
and foll ;:ilmost senseless on the sand. 

His Yr.let soon 2ftcr, shocked with the mira
culous shower, came running, and assisted his 
ma!'ter. He hacl bec.n seeking a track which he 
had discovered, an(l, as '-oon as they co_ul l sufii
cientl y recover tlu~ir s1rength and recolleltion, 
they oHce a,ore mounted their horses, anJ kfr 

this scenr.: of horrours. 

ArriveLl at Lo~n, he staid two or three hours 
to reccvcr, then ordcreJ mnles and a guide, and 
pursued his journey. He crcssccl lviotmt Oros
pceda ( l G), passe<l the ancient city of Antequcr
ra, ,md did no!' stop till he came to l\Iah,g;t. The 
remainder of his journey w2s distinguished by 
nothing remarkable. He .lrrived wi~hout any 
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:tcci<lent at Cadiz*, and put up at the first i-nn 
he saw. 

As he was gomg up stairs he heard a female 
singing, and accomp~mied by the harp. Alphon
so trembled, and, guided by the sound, ap
proached the door of the apartment whence it 
issued. It was sure an angel singing, and the 
harmony was heavenly! He could not mistake 
the voice, it went to his heart. Delighted, ra
vished, astonished, he hastily descended the stairs, 
inquired for the master of the house, questioned 
him, and learnt his heart had not deceived him. 
Dalinda and Thelismar inhabited the house, 
whither he had been conducted by chance. 

Transported with the discovery, he went into 
the court-yard, was shown which were the win
dows of his love, and then went and locked him
self up in his own room, that he might enjoy his 
unexpected felicity without restraint. 

In the afternoon he sent for a guitar, and in 
th"' evening, after supper, planted himself under
D.1linda's window; with a trembling hand he 
venturcLl to strike a few arpeg!:,ios. The win
dow opened, an fearing to be overheard by 
Thdismar, who understood Portuguese, Alphon-

.. In going to Cadiz, it is ncccss'.lry to take a boat at Port 
S:1:11..fl-a-:\faria, a pretty town, two leagues from Cadiz. The 
pass:1ge :J <langt.?rou~, ~1Hl the boats are frequently lost. 

·¼ 
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so durst not sing the verses he Irnd wrjtten on 
Dalinda at the ,fountain of love; but, in timid 
accents, and an irresolute ,·oice, he sang the 
Torments of Absence. · 

In about a quarter of an hour the windmv was 
shut, and on the morrow Alphonso again began 
to sing, but in vain ; it opencJ no more : an<l 
this rigour afflicted him as de~ply, as though it 
had destroyed hopes that had had some fou!lcb
tion. 

Alphonso formed a thousand projects relative 
to his p,1ssion, and executed none of them. He 
ardently longed once more to see Dalinda, but 
never could determine to present himself as .n 
.1a ven tnrer. 

His intention, when he left his father, was to 
oner himself as a companion to Thelismar during 
his travels, not doubting but his knowledge and 
talents would make his proposition very :iccepta
ble? and suppo~ing like 1,•ise that gratitude for 
having s:wcd the life of D,1ht1da would put his 
reception o:1t of d,,u~)t. , 

Vlhen passion forms projects, :r is blind to a!l 
obstacles, will hear no objections ; but, fearing 
all reasons which mav deter it from what it j:, ., 

previously determined to do, it never discovers 
its own folly and imprudence till they are past 
remedy. 

Full of fear, incertitude, and hesitation, AI~ 
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phonso could resolve upon nothing. He had 
carefully concealed himself from Dalinda and her 
father, when one night he was informed that 
Thelismar had prepared every thing for his de
parture, and that he was to go on board the In
trepid at break of day, which vessel was to carry 
him to Ceuta :r.,. 

'fhis intelligence determined the irresolute 
Alphonso;· he sold his remaining ring, went to 
the captain of the ship, obtained his passage, got 
on board before c.l:-i.y-break, and took possession 
of his little cabin. He had not been there .a _ 
quarter of :m hour before he heard the voice 
of l helisrnar, and preseutly 2.fterward the ancho1· 
was weighed, :m<l the vessel set sail. 

Before dinner-time, \,• hen the passengers must 
meet at the rnptain's table, .Alphonso collected 
force enough to desire a momem's audience of 
Thelismar, which was immediately granted; and, 
with an anxiery and agitation impossible to paint, 
he entered the cabin. Thelismar was alone, and 
turning his head at the crceking of the door, he 
beheld Alphcnso. He coulJ not forget the de
liverer of his daughter; he instantly ·rose, ran to 

¥ A town in Africa, opposite Gibraltar. John, King of 
Portugal, took it from the Nioors ; aiter v,hich it bclon,,-cd te ,.., 
the Spaniards, to ,vhom it was ceded by the treaty of Li~bo.o~ 
in IG68, 
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Alphonso, and embraced him with all the warmth. 
of the most tender friendship. 

Transported with joy, Alphonso felt hope 
spring in his heart! He answered the questions 
of Thelismar, however, with more embarrass
ment than truth. Afraid to confess his faults, 
My father, said he, had formerly an immense for
tune; but now, with barely what is necessary, he 
lives retired on the peaceful banks of the l\Ion
dego. He approves my desire to travel, and 
hopes, with the education he has bestowed on 
me, I may become known and acquire fame, 
and-

What is your age? And what are your pro
jects in quitting your country and your father? 

I knew, Sir, you were in Spain, hear<l you in
tended to go to Africa, and fbttered myself you 
would permit me to follow you as a companion 
in your travels. 

You were not deceived in me ; I mean to 
traverse a great part of the kno-rm worl<l ; if you 
will be the associate of my labours, I joyfully 

consent. 
Here Alphonso, at the height of his hopes, 

~mbraced Thelismar with tr~nsport, and swore 
never to forsake him. 

But, continued Thelismar, my travels will. not 
end in less than three or four years at soonest ; 
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how do you know your father will consent to. 

this long absence ? 
0 I am very certain-

We 11, if you love study, and, as I have no 
doubt, possess noble and virtuous sentiments, 

vou shall find in me a faithful friend, and a se-
# 

cond father, happy, too happy, if by my cares 

an<l afrecrion I may show a part of my gratitude. 

Dalinda owes her life to you, and your empire 
over me is abc-olute. 

Alphonso blushed at the name of Dalinda, and, 

too much affected to reply, was silent. 

I have need, added Thelismar, of consolation$

and hope to find it in your friendship. 

Of consolation ! Are you then unhappy ? 
I am sep:irated1 and for four years, from ob

jells the dearest to my heart! from my wife and 
daughter! 

From Dalinda ! 
Y cs. I durst not expose her to the fatigues 

and dangers I shall undergo. We travelled 

through a great part of Europe together: I part

ed from her at Cadiz, and while we are riding 

toward the African coast, she is returning with 
he1~ mother into Sweden. 

0 Heaven! cried Alphonso in anguish; Afri

ca and Sweden! What immense, what dreadful
:. 6 
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distance between her and-you! How I pity 
you!-

Alphonso could no longer restrain his tears, 
and the conversation being interrupted by the en
trance of the captain, Alphonso went into his 
cabin to hide and assuage the agitation of his 
heart. In despair to think he must be four years 
absent from Dalinda, he was yet in some measure 
consoled by the friendship of her father, and de
termined to neglect nothing, by which it might 
be confirmed and increased. 

Thelism::ir put several questions to him in the 
evening, and asked whether he understood the 
elements of any of the sciences? 

0 yes, answered Alphonso, with great self-suffi-
ciency. There is notl.ing I lrnvc not been taught. 

Do you know any thing of geometry? 
I had a mathematical master ten years. 
Have you any acquaintance with natural histo

ry and philosophy? 

Every thing of tl1at_ kind is familiar to me : be
sides, I am passionately fond of the arts, under
stand music, and delight in drawing. I draw 

.flo•wer.r charmingly. 
Flowers J 

Do you love re:iding ? 
Very much. 

Your language is not rich in gocd authors ; 
but you know the Latin. 
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0 perfecl:ly, as you may imagine, for my . 
teachers said I construed Virgil and Horace well 
at ten years old ; so that I left the study of the 
classics at twelve, anJ have not looked at them 
since, having had other employment. 

And I warrant you left mathematics also soon 
after ? 

I did. I then read generally, and soon began 
to write verses. 

And from a scholar became a wit. The me-
tamorphosis is not al ways successful. 

l\1y poetry was highly appLrnded. 
Br your friends, I suppose. 
0 ! universally. 
How do vou know ? 

' 
Every boclv who visited my father told me so. 
Alphonso's answer made Thelisrnar smile, and 

he changed the conversation. Presently after
ward the youth retired, persuaded that he had 
given Thelismar a high opinion of his knowledge 
and genius. The next day Alphonso recolleB:ed 
the ach-enture of the mad bull killeJ by the prick 
of a pin, at the fountain of love, and asked The
lismar the meaning of so extraorclinary a death. 

Thelismar replied, he had that very day re
ceived, from an old friend just returned from 
America, a poison so powerful and subtle, as to 
produce the effe[t of wLich he had been a witness; 
that this friend had given him a case, which en-
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closed the fatal pin that had been dipped in the 
poison, and, designing to make an experiment of its 
ppwer, he happened to haYe it in his pocket ( 17). 

But what surprises me, said Alphonso, is, that 
I have never heard speak of this poison. 

I do·not think that so very surprising, replied 
Thelismar ; for, if I am not mistaken, there are 
many other extraordinary things, of which you 
have never heard. 

I will not say there are none, answered /1 I
phonso, but I dare presume their number is very 
limited; for I have had teachers of ;Jl sorts, and 
am not ignorant ; add to which, I have read 
much, and seen and remarked more. 

"\Vhat prompted Alphonso to br;:ig with great
er confidence was, he supposed he might do so 
without danger of dct(;ct:ion ; he looked upon 
Thelismar as a pbin m~m, who· had only one 
pursuit, that of botany, ::mcl imagined him to be 
exceedingly ignor;int of every thing else; in which 
he w;is frequently confirmed by the natural re
serve and modesty of Thelismar. 

Here lviad::ime de Clemire stopped, put up her 
manuscript, and ended that evening's entertain
ment. 

The next night, at the usual hour, after having 
begged her children not to interrupt her any 
more by their questions, lVfadame de Clemire 
thus continued her narration. 
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At length they la11ded at Ceuta, and Thelismar 
hired a lodging for himself and Alphonso, at one 
of the best homes they could find. 

Alphonso's first care, on his arrival, was to 
write to his father a long le~ter, very contrite 
and submissive. In this he made a faitf1ful con
fession of all his proceedings, ir:.1plored his par
don, and permission to follow Thelismar in all 
his traYcls ; and, as the latter intended to stay 
at Ceuta long enough for Alphonso to receive an 
:mswer, he conjured don Ramirez to send his 
orders instantly, promising they should be obt>yed, 
be they what they might. Not dou 1~ting his. 
father had returned to Beira, his letter was di
reltecl accordingly. 

Something easier, after thus in pai-t relieving 
his conscience, Alphonso fell into his customary 
habits; sung, played on his guitar, and drew va
rious flowers, which he thought masterpieces, 
and which he constantly carried to Thelismar, 
who, he continued to believe, was highly de
lighted with his talents. 

Thelismar sent for him one morning, and said, 
as I know you are exceedingly fond of music and 
drawing, I thought I might do you a favour, by 
bringing you to see two very extraordinary chil
dren. One is a little boy, who draws astonish
ingly in your style; and the other a girl, who 
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plays charmingly on the harpsichord; come and 

see them. 

So saying, he conducted Alphonso into ano

ther room, but desired him to stop at the <loor ; 

for, said he, youth, you know, is timid ; and, 

as you are a connoisseur, you might disturb them 

were you too near. 

Very true, answered Alphonso ; the girl 

blushcJ 2s we entered. 

And can you then observe her emotion? addeJ. 

Thelismar. 

0 very plainly; she can hardly breathe, though 

her bosom heaves. 

All tbis passed at the farther end of the room 

from the young ar~ists, anci Alphonso, happy in 

the supposition of his own repute, encouraged 

the musici~~n as she played, callin6 out brnva ! 

brmJa ! wd1 as milch peJ,rntry and pride as any 

other demiconnoisseur, who supposes a word like 

that from him confers fame and satisfaction. 

When she. ha<l finished her so:1:1ta, the little 

musician made a low curtesy; Alphonso ap

plauded, and Thelism3r advanced. 

Come, said he, now let us see the boy <lraw

stand there, behirn.l him, and then _ypu ·will over

look his work with more ease. Alphonso fol

lowed his directions, and remarked, it was odd 

enough the child should keep his gloves on, and 
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surprising enough th:1.t he shoul<l design from 
his own invention, without any drawing to 
copy. 

And yet, said Thelismar, see hO\\' that ilo,,·er 
grows, _as it were, and is crabellishe<l beneath 
his fingers. _ 

Wonderful ! cried Alphonso; astonishingly 
correct! Courage, my little fellow ! Then~1 shade 
that out1i:1c u littfo; tb1t's it! tl"'. :; 1:ttic angd ! 
1 decl;u-~ I coulJ not <lo better m vsc1:f. , 

1\ll these pr,tiscs gayc no J;sturba!1ce to the 
child, who continut.:d his work y,·ithout remission, 
except removing it, to observe it at a d i.)tance 
occc1sionally, and blowing away the light c.h:st of 
the cravon. , 

"\Vhcn the flower was finisht<l, Alphonso ran 
1..,ir(:c.th· to kiss th~ child, and ~s suddenlv started , , 
b,~d:: with aa inte1jc.c.l:ion of astm~ishn"!1t. 

Cuitl:·, sa!<l ThcJi.,mar; Lrngbing, t.1ke care 
1":st yon should dcmoli.,h the young artist. 

f;ood Heaven ! 'fi:.; a <loll ! ,a t\;urc ! 
It is an automaton ;:, . 

And the musician, ·what is she? 
Own sister to the designer. 
But did I not see her breathe ? 
You thought so; and you rcaily saw her play 

with her fingers upon the harpsichord. Hence 

, Every body at Paris, in l 78:3, saw the automatons, of 
,vhich this is a description, 
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you m;ly learn, Alphonso, that it is unrcason° 

able to phce too high a value upon accomplish

ments, which automatons may possess. 

I will break my guitar <lireltly, an<l burn my 
drawings. 

That wouid be wrong, answered Thclismar. 

V/ e should be astonished to see a man rass his 

life in pbying on the guitar, and designing 

flowers! but no one will blame you, ,,;hen y0u 

U!:>e such things only ns rtcreations., by way of . 

agreeably et1;ploying fr11e vd1ich vrnuh.l otherwise 

be lost, and without being proud of such trifling 

accompfo,hments. 

This lesson made some impression upon Al

phonso ; but it was necessary he should receive 

many more, before a thorough reformation could 

be effecl:e<l. 
Thelismar was ready to depart from Ceuta, 

yet Alpbonso ha.J received no letters from his 

father. Inn,)uing, therefore, that don RamirLZ 

approved his projects, by his not being in any 

haste to recall him home, he <leterminell to pro

ceed with 'thclismar. 

Some da;.;s previous to their departure for the 

Azores, .Al~)lwnso had observed workmen busy 

about rai::;in;; a. kind of machine in the garden, 

the use of wh;ch he diJ not comprehenJ, and 

learnt that it was done by the order, and under 

the dir..:cl:io:1 of 'fhdismar, of whom he ~here-

A 

"' .., 
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fore inquired its use. The proprietor of this 
house has told me, said Thclis;n;1r, that the 
lightning has fallen upon the bu.lding·, 2nd da
maged it twice within these twenty ycars

1 
ai1d I 

have promised him it shall do so 110 more. 
And which way can you prevent it? 
By means of the thing you have seen! 
I confess I do not comprehend how. 
That I can readily believe; and yet it is 11ot 

the Jess true, that the lightning \vil! now fail ~t 
the other end of the gnrdcn. 

Four or five days after, there was n violent 
thunder-storm; Thclismar went to the win<low· 
and, pointing with his cane toward a black cloud, 
which was seen over the house, look, said he, to 
Alphonso, at that cloud; it is going soon to re
move from us, and follow the path which I shall 
direct: I intend that it shall open, and be dis .. 
persed at the end of that walk. So saying, 
Thelisinar raised his cane toward the sky, "'hile 
rhe cloud seemed obeclicnt to his will, and durst 
not <lep,irt from the pa• h, which he pr~scribed 
in the air. At that instant he had the appear- , 
ance of an ench mtcr, who, by the power of 
his magic wanJ, commanded the elements. 

Good God! cr~ed Alphonso, what do I be
hold? You direct the clouds, and they obey, 
they go to the spot that you ordain. 

You sec them assembk<l, said Thelismar, and 
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' now they shall descend, and the lightning shall 

fall not thirty feet from yonder spot. Scarcely 

had he spoken before the thunder began to roar, 

and its bolts were discharged exact! y as Thelismar 

prescribed ( 18); who then shut his window and 

went out of his room, leaving Alphonso petrified 

with astonishment. 

The next day Thelismar, in presence of Al-

phonso, read aloud a leaa he had received from 

Dalintb, Alphonso had by this time' learnt the 

Swe ... Esh lan6uage, to the study of which he had 

applied with great assiduity, ever since he ha<l 

first been to!d Da1ind1 was a Swede; and, since ',, 

he h,1<.1 traYclled with 'fhclisrnar, his progress in 

that hngu,1,?e had been astonisLing. He was 

r, 

enchante<l at the letter of Dalinda, and could t: 

not repress his feelings ,vhile he he;1r<l it read ; 

l1e found an inconccirnble delight in un ... lerstand- F 

ing wo:·ds traced by the han<l of Dalir:cb; he J, 

he2rd th .: ingenuous detail of her thoughts and ir 

sentim:::us, ;1nd imagined he heard her sp~aking; 

he obtained a knowledge of the goodness of her 

heart anJ understanding, and that knowledge 

fixed for e, er in the bosom of Alphonso the 

most inconstant of all the passions. 

Alphonso was very desirous of having the let

ter in his own possession) and seeing Dalin<l,/s 

writing; but Thelism:ir, after having re,1d it, 

put it into the drawer of hi$ bureau. Alphonso., 
!· 
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·witl. his eyes fixed upon this drawer, heard no 
loEgcr tbc discourse of Thelismar, but fell into 
a profound musing; Thelismar therefore took 
up a book, and Alphonso, recollecting hims-::lf, 
lt:ft the room. ., 

In the C\'cning, Alphonso returned to the 
same chamb~r, and Thdismar, rising as he saw 
him enter, said, As you know ,,·e slull emb~rk 
tomorrow morning for rhc Azores'\ I have va-
1ious orders to give; if you will stay hrre, I 
shall be b:1.ck in kilf an hour. So saying, he 
left Alp!10nso sitting oppos,te the burc:rn. 

Thie; bnrcau end0scJ the 11.:ttcr of Dalinda, , 
and tbe key was nc,.t taken cu~ of the clr.nvcr ; 
Alphonso fdt ;, tern1nati,m, to ·which at first he 
did not s;i-ve way; Le passionately ,le:,irc<l to 
open '-Le dr;iwcr, :md once more re;1d the letter. 
He felt ho v much such an action \vas to be con
demned, a1.~l vet, ~aid hi:!, this is net to l)r\' into , , 
the se.:n.t::. of Thd::-.mar; he bas rt'.1d me the 
ktter, I sh;.ll l c1rn notLing new ; I 011lv wish to 
sec, to con::ernplate, the writii1g. 

" The A..r.on or ,,,·~-stLrn I ian·ls, arc s;tt:atc,d between 
Africa and Amc~ic,1, ,illl•ut two l1undrcd leagues from Lisbon. 
Gonzalo Ye!lo fi:·st <lisLovered them about the n,iJJle of the 
fifteenth century, and cal1ed them Azores ur H:.wks, from 
the number of tho~c birds he saw there. They_ arc uinc in 
number; the cown of Angra, iu the i~land of Terceira, is tl!e 
"apit.il. 
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At last, after various struggles, Alphonso 
stifled his scruples, approache<l the bureau, and 
tremblingly took hold of the key; but scarcely 
had he touched it before he received a stroke so 
violent, that he thought his arm was broken. 
Alt'honso, terrified, started back, and fell into an 
;irrn-chair. Just Heaven! cried he, ,vhat i11-
v1sible hand is it that strikes ( 19) ? 

The door opened, and Thelismar appeared. 
What have you done, Alphonso? said he, with 
a severe tone of voice. 

0, Sir, replied Alphonso, you, whose super• 
n::itural art produces so many prodigies, you 
surely have the power to penetrate my most 
secret thoughts, and read my very heart. 

I can read nothing there, answered Thelismar, 
•hat can excuse :m ace like this. Remember, 
Alphonso, to betray a trust is unpardonable, and 
that a second fault of this kind would for c:,cr 
deprive you of my esteem. As for the mysteri
ous key, cried Thelismar, it is 01:.ly hostile; to 

indiscretion; it strib:s none but those ,vho 
would turn it wirhou:: my leave. I now give 
you my permission to open the drawer, wl1ich 
you may do without danger. 

Alphonso advanced, as he was desired, towar<l 
the bureau, opened the drawer, an<l cried, Y cs, 
Thelismar, I see that nothing is impossible to 
you ; your discourse is full of wisdom, and your 

h 

to 
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acrions of astonishment : deign, Sir, ever to be 
my guide, my tutelar genius ! My submission, 
afrell:ion, and gratitud~, will, I hope, render 
me worthy of your cares. So saying, Alphonso, 
with a tender and res~eEtfo! air, drew near to 
The1ismar, who only answered him by holding 
out his arms, and embracing him with affec
tion. 

The next day after this adventure, Thelismar 
and his young travelling companion embarked 
for the Azores. After a happy voyage they 
landed at the island of St. George-;:-, where they 
:re:;ted for some days 

Thclismar lodged in a small house, the aspetl: 
of which pleaseJ him; the owner was a Swede, 
who had been six years in the island. As they 
had on}y one agreeable apartment, Thelismar 
partook his bedchamber with Alphonso, and had 
a bed made up for him beside his own. Ont! 
night, as Alphonso and Thelismar were in a 
sound sleep, they both awakened, and leaped up 
at the sa:ne moment·, thcv ima,rined they felt J L-, 

t!1c viole!1t shock of an e:irthquake, and fled 
into a small g~rden, whither the master of the 
house, an<l several servants, who h:id likewise 
experienced the SJme sensation, ran for refuge; 
the latter brought torches, for the darkness of 

• Twdve leagues from Angra. 
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the night was extreme ; and, in expectation of 

a disaster like that of Lisbon, they remained 

there in great anxiety for the space of three 

hours; not haYing felt any more shocks, ho_w

ever, during this whole time, they determined 

then to return again to the house. Thelismar 

and Alphonso did not go to bed, but conversed 

till day-break. 

Alphonso, who no longer hid the name of 

his father from Thelisrnar, and ,·:ho had often 

rcbt~d to him the circmnstanccs of the earth

quake at Lisbon, did not let this occasion slip; 

but again g;:,.ve a pompous description of the 

magnificent palace of don Ramirez, and an 

emphatic enumeration of the jewels and diamorn.ls 

he possessed before that catastrophe. 

When day be6an to· app~ar, Thclismar an<l 

Alphonso, went to the windcw, whence they 

ba"d an extensive 1nd most um1sual prospect: hO\v 

great "·as their astonish.ment to see the house 

they li \'Cd in, and the g~1rdcn, totally separated 

from the land, and fonning a small island in the 

midst of the sea (~O) ! They shuddered at the 

da1wer thev had been in, and c6uld not co1:ct:ive 
0 ~ 

by what means the house," hich had been thrown 

sen:ral fathoms from the main lan<l, could sus

tain so Yioknt a. shock ,vithout being <lcstroyed. 

It is, no doubt, said Thdismar, the humble 

dwelling of a virtuous man, preserved in ~o 
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miraculous a manner by the justice of :! Divine Providence. 

As Thelismar \\ras speaking, his chamber-door opened, and the master of the house entered. This venerable old man, as he approached Thelismar, fetched a deep sigh, and said, I come to 
implore your protection, Sir-not for myself, 
but for my son. Though six years an· exile from my native land, I have not forgotten those men, who are an honour to it; your name, Sir, is not unknown to me. Cur mc!larch is the prntecl:or of genius and sc;ence; he honours yuu witl~ a particular estce:n, :wd I come to beg you wm 

give me letters of recommendation for my son. 
You intend to return into your own countrr then? 

Yes, Sir. 

Vlhat accident first brought yon out of it ? 
I was born in an humble condition; but, notwithstanding the sma!lness of my income, I 

found means to gi,·e rn y so1~ a gooJ cJucation, much superior to my rank of life. This son ~nswcred my c:xpecbtio~1s and c:1rcs so well, that he obtained by his mer-it, at five and twenty, an 
' 

honourable and lucrative employment. Some 
time after he fdl in love v:ith an amiable, rich young lady, and was upon the point of marrying her, when ~ dreadful accident obliged me to 
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~1uit my country. There was a rich n:erchant, 

who lodged in my house; this unhappy man 

w:-,s found one morning mur<lerec.l in his bed, 

a:1d bis coffers broken open and robbed; all his 

sen; nts were taken into custody ; and I imme

diately <leliYered myself into the hands of jus

tice. T'he wretch ,.,·ho had committed the crime 

became my accuser ; I hac.l enemies, and the 

afr:.iir took an ill turn. Thanks, hm-•:e,,er, to 

the cnts and prN ll:ors of my son, as they had 

not sufficient proof, I 0~1taincd my liber_ty; but 

could not recover my ch c1 r;,cter, nor could endure 

to live with ignominy in a land where I had 

be-:n generally belo\'ed, therefore Jetcrminc<l to 

become a voluntary exi:e. I cn<leavourc<l to 
,I 

conceal my intentions from my son; but he 

gnLsscd them too certainly from my prcp:1rations. 

I solJ the little I possessed, ancl stcrctly depart 

ed by night; I regretted only the loss of my 

sor.. I kft him, howe\'Cr, in po!..sessioa of a 

good post ; ancl kn~w that, notwithstanding our 

mi~fortuncs, the young woman whom he lovell 

still preserve<l her first aft~ll:ion. Consoled by 

suc. h i<lcas
1 

I ende::noureJ to support the excess 

of my misfortunes. I tra\'elled in a post-chtli~e, 

anc.l at day-break perceived mysdf e:,curted, as it 

were, by a stranger gallopping on horseback at 

some disrnnce from my carria6e ; I looked out

but what ·was my surprise at the sight of my 

.. 
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son ! It is impossible to express what I felt; I stopped, jumped out of my carriage, and was instantly in my son's arms. "\Vhat hast thou <lone, cried I ? 

l\Ty duty, answered he. 
But what is thy design? said I, bathing him with my tears. 

To follow you, to consecrate the life you gave to your sen'ice. 

But thy post, thy future fortune. 
I have left them, abandoned all for your sake; a1I, even the wom;in I love : you see me weep, yet do not suppose, my father, but that I gladly sacrifice every thing to you. _ 

Since thou sawest my fatal resolution, wherefore didst thou not oppose it? Knowest thou not the ascendant thou hast over me ? 
Appearances condemn you; and, though you are dearer than ever to me by your misfortunes, yet having lost your honour, your pre~ent flight is necessary; be comforted, you are still innocent and virtuous. 

And dost thou not complain of thy own fate? 
l\'T y own fate! Can it be happier? Have not I now an opportunity to prove my gratitude and .fi]ial atrecrion ? to con,fort my father in his distress ? Shall not my hand dry his tears ? Shall 

not. my zeal and tenderness destroy their source: 
G2 
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0 yes, my father ; suffer the love and reverence 

of a son to drive from your memory an unjust 

country, ungrateful relations, and faithless friends. 

Heaven has destin~d me to fulfil the sacred duties 

of nature in all their extent; and should I, 

should you, complain of my fate? No; you, 

my father, who are a model for parents, you 

shoulJ enjoy the solid glory, the sweet happiness 

of having formed, by your own instruuions ~m1.L 

your own example, a son worthy of yourself. 

You, Sir, are a father, continued the o1J 

man, therefore can e:::sily imagine how readily I 

resigned myself, thus supported, to my destiny. 

"\Ve travelled for some ti1ne before ,ve fixed our 

abode here. lviy son t.nJ:1~ed in some commerc ial 

enterprises, and bought this house, where we 

lnve li\ ed in a contented mediocrity. 

It was my intention here to ha\'e ended my 

days; but some intelligence, which I received 

about two months ago, has nnde me ch:!nge tbis 

resolution. J\1y innocence, at length, is fully 

acknowled.;ed; the ~r.owtcr who h::id been guilty 

of the murder, having commiltt' d new crimes, 

was apprehended and condemn ed. Before his 

death, h~ pnb1icly acquitted ire, by confessing 

himself to be the murderer. \V. e learnt, at the 

same time, the young lady my son loved was 

still unmarried. This lud made me wish once 

more to return to my native lanJ. "\Ve intended 
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to have departed in half a year; but the dis
aster of last night, and the loss of my house, 
which, though not destroyed, is no longer ha
bitable, must hasten my departure. It is there
fore I come to ask recommendatory letters of 
you, Sir. 

I will give you them with pleasure, answered 
Thelismar, with emotion, and such as I would 
give a dear friend or brother. 0, yes; doubt not 
but our jnst and beneficent sovereign will wor
thily reward the virt~e cf yc~'r sen. 

O, Sir, cried the olJ man, with tears of joy ill 
his eyes, permit me to brn~g him hither, tk:t 
he inay thank you Limse,!f. 

So s.~ying, he went out, 'i.", itilout \vai~ing for 
an answer; and Thelismar, turning towar<l id
phonso, saw him mournfully leaning over a 
ch,lir, ,m<l covering his f;>ce, with h:s hands. The
lismar 1)erceivecl he was weeping·: Vlherefore, 
said he, wol1lcl yon hi<le your tears from me ? 
Let tht.m flow freely, they are an honour to your
heart. 

Thelism~u· "'as mistaken : he att1·ibuted those 
te;:u-s to compassion, which repentance and bitter 
remorse made flow. How criminal did Al
phonso feel, "., hen he compared his own conduce 
with that of the young man's, whose hi;:;tory he 
haJ just heard. This touching recital had torn 

G3 
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his very heart, and made painful and affiicl:ive 

the sweetest of all sensations, the admiration of 

virtue. 

The old man returned, leading his son by the 

hand; Thelismar clasped the young m~m to his 

breast, reneweJ the promises he bid made his 

father, and dismissed them penetrated with gra

tittJ<le and joy. 

SeYeral inhabitants of the island soon arriYed 

in light bo:1ts, to inquire the fate of thos~ who 

i:u:1a~ireci i.i:c small house, which they had seen 

so sudc:enly th:-own as ic were into the sea. 

They told Thclismar, that all the neighbouring 

houses had been destroyed, while th.it bdonging 

rn Zul.-tski (for that \vas the name of the -vir

tuous young man) ha<l been thus mirnculou:ily 

preserved. 

Thdismar and Ainho!1so went on bonr<l the 
' 

b(1ats, ~md de~ired to be conduch!<l towarJs that 

f l • , l , · , 1 l ll" • 1 r 

part o t 1e tS!anc w111cn 1a(L suucrctt cast rrom 

tne earthquake. .Scarce haJ they proceeded a 

quarter of a league before they were petriiied 

with aston;shment at beholding eightc?en islan<ls 

rn~wly risen from the bottom of the ocean (20). 

Ye new creations of a just and beneficent 

God! cried Thelismar; ye 11(:W~born isles, how 

does your aspect m0vc my heart! Human in ... 

dmtrv will soon make ynu fertile. 0, may you. 
, . 

never be ~nbabited but by the virtuous I 
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After h:iYing coasted along some of the islands, 
Thelismar landcJ, and was received in a house, 
where Zulaski came to rejoin him the same even
ing. As Zubski embarked on board a vessel 
bound for Lisbon, in his return to Sweden, Al
phonso committed two letters to his care; the 
one for Lis father, in which was set down their 
route, and the places at which they meant to 
-stop, earnestly conjuring him to write, and in
form Alphonso of his will and pleasure; the other 
for a yolmg man, who lived in the province 
of Bc;ra, whom Alphonso entreated to vTite 
him ne\\ s of his father, and to whom Aln:10~, ,o . 
likcwi~e sent an ex~cr itincrarv of Lis travd"' . , 

Zul.1ski, after receiving these letters an<l those· 
of Thelismar, departe.J without delay; a,,d, a 
few <lays after, Thelismar and Alphorno em
barked for the Canary Islands*. Thelismar 
made a long stay at Tcneriff: hi.~ firc:t obj .~cl: was 
to go and admire the delightful distriCt: that 

4 
The number of thC'se i,hnds is sc,·en : Tr,~:,jj; Great 

C..i.11,11)', G omer,r , Pdm,1, Ferri!, L ,m.:t1·rott:1, a,;J .F:tC1·:t-1',,.e.":!!t-a. 
Their first discOVC;ry was strongly con~c;,tecl by the Spaniarcis 
and Portugu"'sc, each of which nntiuns cl:?iircd the <'>..ctm;ve 
h ~mour. !t i~, however, certain, that the :-.p·rniards, as~i~ted by 
the Eug-li,h tirst subdued the:n. Dcs;dc these sever>, t!,erc 
are six sm.lilC'r one~ which surround Lanccrrntta. The Ca
naries "uc t1ot unknown to the ancients ; ther calltd them 
lh'-' Fortunate lslands. 

G 4., 
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lies between Rotava and Rialejo *: Nature thetc 

seems to have assembled all she has of pleasant, 

useful, and majestic. l\Iountains covered with 

verdure; rocks which cast forth pure water; 

fertile meadows, fields of sugar-canes, vine

yal·ds, woods, an<l sh .. des for ever greent. The

lismar and Alphonso knew not how to tear 

·themselves from the enchanting spot; they 

p.1ssed an entire day there, sometimes w<llHug, 

sometimes sitting beneath the sh,1de of the plan

t;1i11-tree, reading passages from Ovid, or tl~e 

Lusiad of Camoens. 

Alphonso's imagination, full of the agreeable 

ideas of fable, wished, before he quitted that 

charming place, to carYe four verses he had just 

·written, upon the b,1rk of ?. t~e;e; for this pur

pose he went to one, much like the pine in ap

pearance, drew his knife, began to cut, and saw 

the blood follow the wound (21); tempted to 

s11ppose he had wounded a nymph metamorphos

ed to a tree, he recoiled with terrour, and the 

rnur<lcrous weapon dropped from his h:md. 

Thdismar smiled, and cncour:.ged him, by as-

·• Two towns of Teneri!f. L :• guna is the capital of tho 

.Han<l, and stands near a 1.tkc so named. At the time of the 

conquest, ab,>ut 111 i, the Spaniard,; called the natives Guan

c:1es: and the. town of Guimar, in the island csf Tenerifi~ is 
f,t'oplccl cn=cfly by the <lescwdants of these ancient Guanches. 

t Su: Ah:-ege <le l'Histoire Gcncrnle des Voyages, par .l\'I 

.d:: b Ifarp c, tome i . 
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suring him there was nothing miraculous, no
thing wonderful, in this seeming prodigy. 

Thelismar passed some days at Laguna, a large 
and beautiful town, the houses of which are 
most of them embellished by parterres and ter
races, interseu:ed by immense walks of orange 
and lemon-trees; its fountains, gardens, an<l 
groves, its lake and aqueduct:, together with the 
cool winds by which it is refreshed, render it a 
delicious habitation. 

Thelismar passed through several other to\'rns, 
till he came at last to one called Guimar, where are 
still found manv familic:s, the descendants of the ., 

Guanches, the ancient inhabitants of these isles. 
These people, though they have renounced tLe 
idobtry of thl:ir SJvage ancestors, h;,rve yet pre
sen eJ much of their ,v:ld superstition, anJ ma
ny of their old customs. 

One day, as Alphonso was ,,,alking alone in 
the environs of Guimar, he strayed thoughtlessly 
into an unfrtquented wood, in which he was 
soon lost. In searching his way out, he got en
tangled in a thicket, through which he could 
scarcely make his way, and which terminated in 
:t kind of desert, without trees, shrubs, or ver
dure, a <lry plain covered with shells, and bound
ed by a mountain. As he beheld this dismal 
place, he recollected that Thelismar had more 

G5 
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th:m once advised him, never to walk in strange 

places without a guide; but this recollec1ion came 

too htc. 
Night drew on, and Alphonso walked a little 

farther; at last, overcome with fatigue, he stop ... 

pe<l near a hill surrounded with briers, under

wooJ, and huge stones, heaped confusedly on 

each other. In sitting down on each of these 

stones he destroyed the equilibrium of others, 

which began to roll with considerable noise. 

Alphonso sprang from his seat to avoid being 

hurt, and, turning round, he observed that tbc 

stones, oy being removed, disclosed a cavity 

large enough for a man to enter. 

He again drew near, and, looking clown the 

cavity, saw, with surprise, steps like a stair-case : 

incited by unconquerable curiosity, he entered the 

subterranean grotto, and descended by steps ex

cecdingl y steep: when at the bottom, he looked 

upwards, but could no longer see the light of 

clay. He was inclir:ed to re-ascend, had he not 

perceived a light very distinctly at a considerable 

distance. The sig:ht of this determined him, to 

accomplish an enterprise ·which promised some

thing extraordinary, and he pursued his road. 

He procee<led to a kind of obscure 2.lley, at the 

end of which he found a spacious ca·rern, lighted 

by lamps suspended from the roof. Alphonso 

looked round, and saw himself in the midst of 
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two hundred <lead bodies, ~rranged standing 
against the walls of tbis clre,iry v~rnlt. 

Into ,x;hat pbce of death has my temerity 
brought me! cried Alphonso; it seems to b~ the 
cave of Polyphemus, or, perhaps, a robber still 
more inhuman ; and the <lea<l here have, no 
doubt, been the victims of this monstrous cruelty. 
Well, if I ha,e not the prudence of Ulysses, at 
least I have his valour. 

Alphonso drew his S\\'ord, and determined to 
sell his life de;lrly: he would not attempt to flee, 
lest he should be assaulted in the obscure narrow 
passage; he thought he might more e~sily defend 
himself in the cavern ; besides he supposed it 
certain, that the assassins had alre,itl y closed the 
mouth of the c:1Ve. A profound silence, how
ever, reigned in the dreary vault, anLi Alphonso 
had time to consider the dismal and surprising 
objects, by which he was environed. 

He remarked that none of the bodies seemed 
to suffer putrefaction, or sent forth the least 

smell, but that they ha<l all preserved their 
features. Alphonso was lost in these reflections, 
when he thought he heard the trampling of fee:; 
he listened attentively, and soon distinguished 
the voices of people speaking in an unknown 
tongue 

Alphonso would not begin the combat, on a 
G6 
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supposition that it might not be their intention to 
attack him, but placed his back against the ,val!, 
hid his sword, and was silent; he soon sa,"' 
twelYe m":n appear, walking slO\vly, two and 
two, and clot ;,ec.l aft er a straYige fashion. Their 
peaceable and f;l"a "e c'nuntenances did not an
nouncr' any thing i; ,i:n ic3 l : but no sooner did 
they see Alphonsf), than, uttc1·i:ig shrieks of 
horrour) rage and ind ign at ion bL1zing in their 
countenances, they drew the lc,ng da'.{gcrs which 
they c:.!rried at their girdles) and feiI inst:1ntly 
altogether on Alphonso, who~ brandishing his 
sword, received them with intrepidity. 

The combat was obstinate and blooJy; the ad
.Jress and valour of Alphonso triumphed over 
numb~rs ; anc.l, though alone against twelve en
raged foes, he was the conqueror. He received 
two slight wounds, but his sword was mortal to 
some of his adversaries, and the rest fled, ter
:rificd and howling. 

Once more alone in the cavern, Alphonso tore 
his handkerchief, applied it to his wounds and 
bound it on with his garter; then, cutting with 
his sword the thong by which one of the lamps 
was suspended, he took that lamp, and returned 
without delay; he again followed the dark alley, 
~rrive<l at the stair-case, ha!Jtily ascended, f?und 
the opening, and leaped from this frightful gulf 
with transport .. 

f 
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He imagined himself leaving the gates of Hell, 
an<l returning again to life, when he breathed 
the pure air, and once more beheld the starry 
heavens. 0 ! my father! exclaimed he! 0 f 
DJlinda ! and you, dear Thelismar, shall I en
joy the happiness of seeing you once again? you 
alone make life <lear to me. And ought I not to 
preserve it, since with life I may perhaps attain 
what most I lo-.c? 

It was the decline of d:iy when Alphonso en
tered the cavern, and near midnight when he left 
it. Guided by the brightness of the moon an<l 
stars, Alphonso fled from this fatal cave, and, 
after wandering full three hours, stopped, as day 
began to break, near a lake, adorne<l by the 
lemon-tree an<l poplar. Tormented by excessiYe 
thirst, the sight of limpid water rekindled his 
power and courage; he dr,mk heartily, and ate 
of the wild fruits; yet found himsdf afterwards 
so feeble :rn<l exhausted he could no longer con
tinue his journey, but lay down upon the grass, 
opposite to a mountain covered with verdure, 
and here and there a tree. He reposed about 
three q!.nrters of an hour in this wild and soli
tary place1 when the he;wens became cloud!, the 
wind b"'gan to rise, and some drops of rain to 
fall ; the rain soon ceased, but the wind con
tinued with redoubled fury. Alphonso rose, 
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looked toward t:1e mountain, and saw a sight 
that filled him wirh astonishment. 

On the summit of the mountain he behelJ an 

enormous pillar rise, the colour of which seemed 

gold towarJs the base, and at the top a beauti

fully <lecp violet. The pillar descended with 

impetuosity from the mountdin, breaking anJ 

overturning the trees that stood in its way, at

tracting and engulfing leaves and branches, and 

tearing up some by the roots ; at the bottom of 

the mountain it passed over a ditch, which it 

filled with stones and earth; its passage was 

marked by deep furrows, and, during its dread

ful and rapid course, it made a noise like the 

bellowing of bulls. 

The formidable column <lirec:1:ed its way to the 

lake, pumping up the water, and leaving the vast 

basin dry ; then, turning towarJ the north, it 

was lost in a neighbouring forest (22 ). 

To this phrenomenon succeeded a destructive 

hail, the stones of which were enormously large; 

they seemed cut in the form of a star, and were 

.iccompanied with long splinters of ice, like thi: 

sharp~ blades of poniards (23 ). Alphonso took 

refuge un<ler a tree) and preserved himself as 

well as possible, with his h:it, wh:ch he held at 

some distance from his head, though he received 

sev<.;ral wounds on his hands. 

" 
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The tempest at length ceased, the sky became 
calm, and Alphonso, full of amaz.ement, wound
e<l, bruised, famished, and fatigued, once more 
pursued his sorrowful way. In about a quarter 
of an hour, he perceived with excessive joy, a 
human habitation ; it belonged to a Spaniard, 
who received him ·with humanity. Alphonso in
formed him he had been attacked by assassins, 
and learnt, in return, he was not more than five 
miles from Guimar. 

Not in a condition to continue his way on foot, 
he determined to repose for a few days, and 
wrote a letter to Thelismar, ,vhich the Spaniard 
kindly undertook to send; after which Alphon
so, profiting by the humane offers of his com
passionate host, accepted food, suffered him to 
dress his wounds, and was put into an excellent 
bed, made up for his reception. 

After sleeping three or four hours, he awoke, 
rose, and dressed himself; the first person he 
met at leaving the chamber was Thelismar ; he 
ran to his arms ; Thelismar received him with a 
tenderness as sincere as his heart could wish. 
He was going to begiu the recital of his adven
tures, when Thc.lismar interrupted him, by tell
ing him he woul<l hear nothing then, but must 
think only of his cure. A carriage waits for us, 
said he ; come, let us take leave of the generous 
md hospitable Spaniard, and return to Guimar .. 
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As l1e said this, the Spaniard returned, fol
lowed by the messenger, who had brought back 
Alphonso's letter to Thelismar ; he gave it to 
Alphonso, telling him, that Thelismar had just 
left Guimar as he got there. How, then, said 
Alphonso to Thelismar, did you know I was 
here, if you have not received my letter? Of 
that I will inform you another time, answered 
Thelismar, smiling; at present it is time we 
shoul<l depart. 

Alphonso, turning now towards his host, testi
fied the warmest gratitude; then mounted the 
carriage with Thelismar, and took the road to 
Guimar. Thelismar would not allow hlm to ex .. 
haust himself with speaking, but, as soon as they 
got home, put him to bed, where he slept twelve. 
hours, and awoke in perfect health. Thelismar 
then dcsire<l an account of what had happened 
to him. Alphonso began his recital with inform
ing Thelismar the things he had to relate were 
so ev traordinary and miraculous, that he was 
:1fra1J they might be thought fabulous; and yet 
Thelismar heard the whole history of the cavern 
wit l.out seeming to show the least surprise ; 
which did not fail, however, greatly to excite the 
~dmiration of Alphonso, and which he could not 
refrain from testifying. 

Dear Alphonso, said Thelismar, had you a 
little more thought, and a little less vanity, you 

I\ 

pa 
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ha<l not in the first place run the terrible risk 
you speak of, and in the next, it woul<l cease to 
surprise you. 

I can easily imagine, answered A1phonso, had 
I been more prudent I had followed your advice, 
and not have wandercJ in a strange country 
without a guide ; but which way has my vanity 
contributeJ .to my astonishment? 

\Vere it not for that, I repeat, you would not 
have been in any danger. In every place you 
have com<:! to, yet, I have seen you occupied by 

• • 'I • • ,., 'I • 1 • • one Sole wea, tnat ot oeu16 '!<;.ry lles1rous to m-
form and astonish all the world by the recital of 
the wonderful things you have seen. We hav~ 
met with many men of merit, botanists, astrono-. 
mers, mathematicians, and mechanics, to whom 
ye3u have spoken a great deal, and listened very 
little. When you come to a strange country, if 
you find any person to whom you can make 
yourself understood, you are careful not to ask 
them a single qm.:stion, but very anxious they 
should learn all you can teach them. I'his kind 
of folly gives no one an opinion of your great ca
pacity, bt t <l<.'privcs } ou of the fruits of all your 
travels. I..~ for example, since you have been 
here, instead of amusing yourself so repeatedly" 
by tel~ing wh,1t happened to you :-it the Azores, 
you had a!>kc<l the people concerning the curious 
things in their own country, and its ancient in ... 
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inhabitants, you would have known your cat·ern 
h 1cl nothing miraculous about it, and that to en-. 
ter it must be at the hazard of your life. 

\Yhich way, Sir? 

By being told the cavern is one of the sepul
chral deposits of the Guanches. These ancient 
caves are dispersed in the deserts, and are known 
only to the Guanches, who carefully conceal the 
ent1 a nee to them. They visit them in secr~t; 
and, if they find a stranger there, they hold him 
sacrilegious, a victim devoted to death; and, 
from motives of barbarous superstition, 1bink it 
their duty to kill him (24). 

,v~•ll, Sil') s:ti<l Alplwnso, a little piq11t!d, f O\VC, 

, ~ lca"t, to my ignoru,1...:~ nnd want of thought, 
the n .. l\..: ntage of h,1 vi11g seen one of these curious 
caverns. 

l havi.! kill d no man in my own defence, an .. 
sw~red Thclismar; I have sufterc<l neither hun~ 
gel· nor thirst; I have not bin in the inclement 
air, or have I affiicced my friend by the most 
cruel anxi:; ty ; an<l } ct, I have as well as you, 
been in a scpulchr,11 c;1yc of the Guanch.!s. 

IIwe you ? Hmv <li<l you get admittance? 
I knew· th c 'ie caverns cxi~t~d, had a st rong de

sire to see th ~n1) found an opportuniry of cflcc
tu ally ser •in ,; .1 G uanch, and prevailed on him 
s.ecr -: tlv to coul11<..t m-.,.,, .1nd show me one of , 
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Alphonso had nothing to answer, but held 
clown his head and was silent ; recolletl:ing him
self a little after, he continued thus: I flatter 

myself, that what I shall farther relate may yet in
cite your wonder. After quitting the cavern, I 
ran, at first, where chance dir13cl:ed me: coming 
to the banks of a lake-

You need say no more, interrupteJ Thelismar,. 
I know the rest. 

Know the rest ! how can that be ? I was alone,. 
and I luve told nobody ! 

After drinking the waters of the lake, you ga
there<l some wild fruits, lay down 011 the gtags, 
uud a drt:n.dfol tl.!mpest uruse- . 

GooJ lkavc;:ns ! by wlrnt n'rngicJ what tn• 
chnntment c .. rn you tell all this r 

'fhc column descended frorn the mountain, 
the hkc was drietl up, and-

,Ylrnt <lo I hear ! cxchlimcd Alphonso; eon .. 
descend, Sir, to explain this new miracle; who 
can have told you these things? 

No one; I behelJ them all. 

Beheld them l where ,-vere you ? 
H ere, at Gaimar upo11 my terrace. 
'That w;,s above ~ix miles <listant from me ! 
V cry true; and yet, I r~peat it, I saw you all 

the while. 

· I can no longer doubt! 0 Thefoimar ! you are 
some supernatural being ! 
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.A man, my Je.1r Alphonso! and by no means 
one of the wisest. 

F.xp1ain then this strange enigma. 
A c.by v.'oul<l not be sufficient; I might easily 

teach you terms :md n~mes, an<l show you certain 
eft~cl-s, but this would be tre:iting you like a child. 
lf you wish to know causes, you must gain more 
solid instrm'1:ion. 

It is what I wish ; instructions such as yours, 
which can make me comprehend your actions. 

Well, I ·will lend you books: and when you 
have read them with attention, we will converse 
together. I will then begin to unveil same of 
those mysterie'>, at which you are so much sur .. 
prised. 

0 give me those precious books; see with what 
ardour I will study them; how utterly I will re
ject all othtr books. 

I do not wish you so to do ; but the contrary. 
You love poetry; cherish that predilection; but 
read none but .sood poetry ; leave novels, and re::iJ 
books that shall teach you to know yourself; de
dicate two hours a day to the books I shall give 
you ; think much, speak little, and be atteative 
rn others; this is all I as,,:. 

Thelismar tli(:n took Alphonso to his closet, 
and gave him a few books: \\ hen you have read 
these, said he, I ,, iil communicate a treasure to 
you, which will finish the work of instruc1:ion. 

.. 



.. 

TALES OF THE CASTLE. 141 

Look at that chest ; it contains the treasure I 
talk of. 

Ah! said Alphonso, sighing, must I ne'\""er 
hope for other reward ?-He stopped and blush
ed, and the tears gushed in his eyes. 

Alphonso, replied Thelismar, I do not pre
tend to deny that I love you ; but, to obtain the 
re,,'ard to which you aspire, you must become 
worthy of my esteem. 

0, my father! cried Alphonso, falling at the 
knees of Thefismar; yes! my father ! permit 
me the use of a word so dear, and ex pell every 

· thing from me : I will obtain that precious esteem, 
that esteem, without which I coLtld not live. 
V{hat must I perform ?-Speak! 

Correll yourself of a thousand defects, and 
especially of your ridiculous vanity; rid yourself 
of ignorance, and acquire useful knowledge. 

Every thing will be easy to me. 
Know, then, I ha,'e read your heart. I antho

rize your hopes; but I require you should never 
converse with me on that subject. 

Never! 0 I-IeaYen !-Nor of the object of
N ever pronounce her name. 
Dreadful sentence ! 
To which you must submit: and remember, 

if you would gain my t.stcem, you niust begin 
by proving the empir1.., you have over your~ 
self4 
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Well, I submit with joy-but suppose you 
mention her name ? 

You then may answer : otherwise never utter 
a word, \\·hich can be construed into the least re
ference. 

I obey; happily you have not forbidden me to 
think. 

No ; I permit you sometimes to think of her. 
Sometimes ! Ever; not i moment of my life, 

but-

\Vhat ! retracting already? 
\Vh1ch wav? 

J 

Have not you promised me seriously to follow 
vour studies? • 

Most certainly. 

And how may that be ? if you always think of 
Dalinda? 

Dalinda ! Hea-ren be praised ! I did not first 
pronounce her dear name. 

Is it thus, Alphonso, you keep your engage
ment ? Is it thus you will drive Dalinda from 
your imagination, every time w~ read or speak 
together? 

Not mention her ! nor think of her ! how is it 
possible? 

Every thing is possible to reason. 
But the effort will be so painful, so cruel : 

however, I will endeavour; my submission to 
you is unbounded, for there 1s nothing you 
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have not the right to exacl:, and the power to 
obtain. 

Here l\Iadame de Clem;re broke off for the 
evening, and sent her children to re~t, who 
drcamec.1 all night of nothing but moving co
lumns and enchanted caverns: they supposed that 
l\fad;1me de Ciemire had told, by this time, e\ery 
thing she co uld collect t L.t was marvellous and 
extraor,lin::iry; but she assured them, what they 
had heard was li ltle i,1 com1,arison to what she _ 
should relate, for she h;1d reserved for the con
clusi1.m incidents still more surprising. This as
surance redoubled the extr1..'me curiosity of her 
little fan:ily, which i\'.bdame de Cernire sa
tisfied, in the evening, by thus continuing her 
tale: 

Alphonso, notwith,;tanding the laws prescrib
ed by Theiismar, thought himself the happi...:'st 
of mortals ; hi,; passion be;ng authorized by the 
father of Dalinda, he might reasonably t- ri ter
tain the fonde:;t lwpes. Nothing w:1s wanting 
to his felicity, but a L:ttcr from ,'.on Rai1!in~z, 
contam,ng a gr .. nt of the p,1rJ011 he h;1cl im
plored. 

Thdismar diJ not le~we the c~n::ry Islands 
without first visiting- the famous Peak of 'I'c
ncriff;;/,; after which ·he cmbarkeJ for the C1pe 

"" This mountain risca in the form of a sugar-lo:if in tl 1e 
midttle of the i~bnd of Tcncriff; its height is so pruJin-iou 

~, 
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<le Ver<l ~slands. During the voyage, Alphonso 
followed, with ardour, the plan Thelismar had 
prescribed for his studies ; but he had great dif
ficulty to suppress his continual inclination to 
speak of his passion: he ·was pre\ented only by 
the fear of offending Thelismar ; and still he 
would occasionallly hazard some indirect allu
sions, the true sense of which Thelismar would -
not understand. 

At last, Alphonso, unable longer to endure 
this constraint, imagined a me~ns to break silence, 
which appeared to him subli:11e. He prescrvc<l 
the sash of Dalinda as a thing the most precious 
in his possession; this, no~\vithst:rnding the 
greatness of the sacrifice, he ueknnine<l to give 
back to Thelismar; the supposi~ion that he 
should thus enjoy the pleasure of speaking of 
his passion, and of Dalm<la, the hope that The
lismar would consider this acl: as proceeding from 
an estimable delicacy, and the possibility that he 
might therefore refuse the sash, were his induce
ments. Full of these iJeas, Alphonso entered 
one morning, with a triumphant air, the apart
ment of Thelismar. I come, said he, to make 

I t!ia! ~he length of the road, ·which winds along the mountain 
to attain its summit, is s,i id to be thiny-five miles; and yet the 
mountain called Chimbo,aco, one of the Cordmeras, in Peru, 
is much hi.gher. 
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~. confession, which must be followed by a pain .. ful sacrifice. 

Of what nature ? 
You must first give me your permission-ht ~peak of her-I only ask to accuse myself, to repair my fault. 

,v ell, well, let us hear; explain, explain. t_hough I dare engage the fault is not very im .. rortant. 

In my eyes it is ; feelings the most forcible, the most affectionate, on which the destiny of '11y life depend. 

Come, to the point. What have you to tell me! 
You kno,\,. to ,vhat excess I love Dalinda. 
Your preface displeases me, Alphonso. 
l3ut it is necessary; it leads to the confession of my fault. The day on which I first saw Da

lin<la, on which I received a new existence, after your cruel departure, overcome and lost in grief, I wandered, like one distracted, seeking in vain wme traces of the celestial being I had beheld; conducted, at last, by some secret charm, I returned, approached the fountain of love, where chance, or rather the god of the fountain, moved by my despair, gave into my hands a pledge the dearest, the most precious-
Dalinda's sash, you mean, iuterrup~ed The-

, lismar. I recollecl: she lost it. 
VOL, ll, 

H 
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Behold it here, cried Alphonso, with emphasis, 

-drawing it from -his pocket; behold that sash, 

the sole consolation of an unfortunate loYer : I 

possessed it without your knowledge; it was 

wrong ; I have not the happy right to keep it ; 

a well-founded delicacy obliges me , thus to sur

render it. 
Your scruples are very just, replied Thelismar; 

give it me, give it me, added he, taking the 

sash; and I promise to return it, Alphonso, the 

very first proof I shall receiYe from you of real 

sincerity and confidence. 

How! cried Alphonso, thunderstruck, do you 

doubt my sincerity ? 
I have a great right so to do, at the very mo

ment you employ artifice. 

Artifice ! 
You blush, Alphonso, an<l \vell you may; but 

I dare hope, had you succeeded in deceiving me, 

your confusion would have bec,n still greater. 

Had you seen me delighted with your candour, 

your delicacy, your generosity, tell me how you 

would have looked, how you would have be

haved, while hearing your own false praises ? 

Alas ! said Alphonso, shedding the tear of 

repentance, you know my heart better than I do 

myself; I own I only sought a pr~text to speak 

of Dalinda. 
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And you hoped I should be your dupe ; hoped I should return the sash. 
I was deceived; convinced by false reasoning .. 
No; 'tis now you are deceived; you never 

-V.'ere convinced; we cannot hide from ourselves 
what is in its own nature blamable: in vain 
would specious reasons gloss over actions, ancl· 
call them noble, delicate, refined : the heart and 
the conscience give such reasonings the lie! 

"\Vhat have I done ! 0, Thelismar ! has this 
fault, the whole extent of which I now perceive, 
has it deprived me of your esteem without return? 

i To; your ingenuous manner of acknowledg
ing it, the since;:ity of your repentance, the ne
glected ec1ucc1tio.1 you have received

1 
and your 

co~1sequcnt want of reflection, all plead in your 
cxcus\.!. Did I t1 ink cunning a part of yo~r 
characlc1·, I should rheu hol<l yon past hope; 
bur, no twithstanding the nnworthv subtcrfo rr of 

' C" which you have just been guilty, I read frank-
ness :1nd candonr in your bosom ; and I am cer
t ~in, .Alphonso, you will yet vanquish yom: dcfe,~ts. 

The concluding sentt!nce gave a litt e s~tisfac .... 
~ion to Alphonso, who promised wirhin himself 
to let no oc::asion slip of demonstr.iting his re .. forn iat ion to Thelismar. 

H2 
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Our travellers landed first at the island of Gc,

ree, thence they went to Rusisco, and aftenv?n.i 

by land to Fort St. Lewis, on the Scn2gal. They 

saw the Sereres, a Negro nation, whose hospi

tality, simplicity, and gentleness, they admiretl ;

these virtues are undoubtedly the etfec1: of their 

love of labour and agriculture, which particular-

. ly distinguishes them from most other savages, 

who are generally indolent, and dis<l,lin to culti

vate the earth. 

One nig;_ht, as Thelismar an<l Alphonso, with 

their guides and companions, were rambling in a 

.sanely and desert pbce, they saw a prodigious 

tree, the hei~ht of which did not c:xrec.:d sixt,-
' '--' 

. 
or seventy feet, while its monstrous trunk was 

above nmety in circumf..rcncc; its lower branches 

projcfru.l almost horizontally, and, as tb.:y \\ ere 

protli6
ious1y large and long, th~ir own weight 

bent them almost to the ground ; insomuch that 

they found, beneath this single tree, a , ast ,rnd 

extensive kind of gro\'e, which n1ight easily give 

~helter to three or four hundred ll!Cll ('.2:i). 

After having admired this astonishing pro

, ducl:ion of nature, our travellers continuc<l their 

journey. A few p ;~ ccs from the t;--cc they bchdJ 

a lion, extended on the trrounJ, and sccminr-11• 
() 

'- "!I 

dead. .Alphonso wa~ <letcrmincd to examine the 

animal nearer, and Thclism;ir followed. "\Vhcn 

they came up to him, they found he still bn.:athcd, 
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but was without power and motion, and appa
rently expiring; his jaws were open, full of pis
mires, and bloody. , 

Alphonso pitied the creature, wiped away the 
insel'.'1:s that tormented him with his handker
chief, then taking a bottle of water from his 
pocket, poured it all down his throat, while The
lism<1r l1elJ t!1e end of a pistol to the entrance 
of that te1-rit)le j;.w, in case of a too sudclen re
covery. The lion was greatly relieved by the 
water, and seemed with his languishing eyes to 
thank with great expression and gratitude the 
compassionate Alphonso, who did not leave hirn 
till he had acJministered every succour in his 
power. 

Alphonso and Thelismar rejoined their small 
co,npany, and followed a path that led through 
some excessively high grass. As Thelismar was 
\Talking on before, at the end of the meadow, he. 
fell into a kind of pit, and suddenly disappeared. 
Alphonso ran and saw him sitting in the pit. 
Thelismar said he had got a sprain, and that it 
was impossible he should rise and walk without 
his assistance. As Alphonso was going to de
scend and take him in his arms, he suddenly 
heard a dreadful hissing, and saw a. monstrous 
serpent, at least twenty feet long, in the pit, . 
with head erect, making towards Thelismar, , 

H3 
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who, after an effort to rise, fell helpless again 

among the grass (26). 

Alphonso instantly leaped into the pit, placed 

hiplself between Thelis1~ar and the serpent, 

drew · his sword, attacked the horrid reptile, 

·\md, with a vigorous and firm stroke, severed 

his heaJ from his body; then turning to The

lismar, he helped him up, and lifted h:m out of 
the pit. 

Thelismar embraced Alphonso; you have 

saved my life, said he; I could neither defend 

myself nor flee ; the serpent was coming to at

tack me, and his bite is mortal. I promise you, 

Dalinda shall be informed of this. Alphonso 

was too much agitated to answer, but pressed 

Thelismar with transport to his bosom. Gently, 

said Thelismar, smiling: take care of my right 

arm, it is broken. 

Broken! cried Alphonso ; good God ! 
Had it not, do you think I would not have 

defended myself? 

And you have not uttered the least symptom 

of com plaint or pain! 

You, dear Alphonso, have no right at least 

to be surprised at the fortitude of others. 

0 my father ! replied Alphonso, I want the 

fortitude to see you suffer; come, let us join our 

company. He then raised Thelismar gently on 

his shoulders, and, in spite of all he could say l 
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carried him, without stopping, to where their 
companions were waiting . 

. Thelismar was obliged to remain in one of the 
negro hµts, where he was humanely received., 
He had a surgeon with him, who set his arm., 
:rnd in about eibht or ten days he resumed his 
Journey. 

They came to the country of the Foulis. The 
king of these ::;a vages c:alls himself Siratick, and 
some travellers give this name to his kingdom. 
He entertained Thelismar and his companions 
with great hospitality, and proposed they should 
accompany him to the chase of a lion, which 
within a few days had committed great ravages 
in his states. 

The king, young, courageous, and desirous 
to show the company his valour and address, 
ordered his followers and the strangers to stop ; 
and, mounted on an excellent horse, galloped 

, to attack the furious animal, which, perceiving 
him, leaped to the combat. The Siratick let 
fly an arrow, and the lion, wounded, a_dvanced 
with a dreadful bellow. 

Alphonso now forgot the orders of the king; 
he darted like lightning, thinking him in dan
ger, and flew to his succour; he had drawn his 
sword, ~nd, galloping with incredible swiftness., 
passed near a tree, against which, by accident, 

H4 
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bis sword' struck, and snapped short in .two. 
Alphonso himself, shaken by the violence of the 
shock, could hardly keep his seat; his. horse 
feIJ, and the same inst:mt the lion, seeing a ne,v 
enemy coming armed, had abandoned the Sira
tick, and rushed toward him; his dreadful claws 
were instantly buried in the sides of the horse, 
;ind Alphonso, disarmed and without defence, 
thought his death inevitable. The negroes, fear
.mg to kill him, durst not shoot at the animal. 

Thelismar, at the same moment that Alphonso 
lia<l galloped to the combat, would fain have fol
lowed ; but the negroes, already irritated at the 
young man's disobedience to the orders of their 
king, angrily and violen~Iy held him, notwith
standing his cries, his fury, and despair. \Vhat 
were his feelings, when he saw the lion bound
ing .to devour the overthrown Alphonso ! 0 ! 
unhappy young 111;-m ! cried he. 

But O ! ,vhat sni·prise ! Oh! joy unhoped ! 
No sooner had the lion beheld the face of .Al

phonso, than all his rage was lost ; he crouched 
to him, and lifting up one of his bloody paws, 
wounded by .:?.narrow, laid it gently on the hand 
of Alphonso, and seemed to show hirn his hurt, 
and ask his assistance. 

Alphonso shuddered, and remembering the 
adventure of the dying lion, cried, 0 nobl~ ani
mal! J- recollect thee~ may thy example ever 
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confound ingratitude, and bring to shame those 
who ,vould erase from their memory the good 
which others have done them !-Yes, since thou 
hast so nobly granted me my life, I will save 
thine in my turn, and defend thee, be the con. 
sequence what it will. 

Alphonso then staunched the blood of the 
wound, and, tearing his handkerchief, made a . 
bandage, which he fastened round the paw. 

Thelismar and the s;wages beheld the spectacle 
·with astonishment. His chirurgical operations I 

ended, Alphonso rose; his horse lay wounded 
and dyi.1g. The lion once more approacl:ed him, 
licked his feet, and caressed him a tJ10usand 
times. Alphonso retreated gently: the lion stop
pl.J, looked after hi'11, then suddenly turned 
about, directed his course toward a neighbour
ing forest, and disappeared, leaving the specta
tors of this strange adventure motionless with amazement (27). 

Thc1isn1Jr, after ha-Ying pressed Alphonso to 
his bosom, after having embrace.cl him with the 
dear affection of a father, reproached him for 
his temerity ar,d imprudence. Had yon, s.1id he, 
asl..:ed the 11:-iture of this chase, or rather, had 
you listened ·co the account which others ga\'e of 
it, you would have known the Siratick was in 
no clanger; but that, used to these kind of com
b~ts, he waited for the lion to bury his javelin 

H5 



154 TALES OF THE CASTLE. 

in his throat; that he would have afterward 

leaped off his horse, and killed him with his 

sabre. 

I promise, my father, said Alphonso, I will be 

more attentive another time, and more prudent; 

at present I have saved the life of my lion, of my· 
generous and noble animal, and I am happy. 

Yes, replied Thelismar, but the Siratick is little 

pleased with your disregard of his orders ; and 

though your motive was his preservation, he will 

not pqrdon you for having robbed him of the ho

nour of the victory ; it will be therefore prudent 

not to stay long in his territories *. 

Accordingly, the next morning, Thelismar, Al

phonso, and their followers, quitted Ghiorcl, and 

continued their passage up the Senegal, as far as 

the village of Embakan;:, near thl.! frontier of the 

kingdom of Galem : they ;:ftenvar<ls crossed the 

Gambi ... , traversed the states of Farim t, and, 

after having travelled a great extent of country, 

arrived in Guinea. 
Here Alphonso met with an ::idventu!'c, which 

surprised him exceedingly. As he was w:-ilkiog 

through a wood with The1ism::tr> their com·ecsa

tion turned on the immortality of the soul. 

Would-you belie..-e, said T'helismar, th:::t thc.:re «re 

men so deprived of sense, as to maintain we h,ive 

no other adva1"!rnge over inferior animals than. 

• Seel'_' bre~..! ce i'rli:o~oirc c~cs Yo~r:cgt>&: tome- "i. 

·t Or Saint ·Domingo. 



TALES OF THE CASTLE. I 55 

that of a more perfect conformation; and who 
have said, in express terms: that if the horse 
(that intelligent animal) had, instead of a hoof~ 
a hand like us, he would perform whatever we 
do*. 

What ! woulLl he draw ? would he design ? 
Vlhat think you ? 
I do not think he could ; he might, perhaps, 

trace some unmeaning imitations. 
rfhe parrot, the magpie, the jay, and various 

other birds, have the faculty of speech, that is, 
can learn a fe"· words, but can neither compre
hend their meaning, nor, consequently, apply 
them justly: besides, there are many existing 
animals, the conformation of which, both inte
rior and exterior, is perfectly similar to that of 
man; they walk like hirr:, haYe hands like his, 
and yet they build neither pabces nor huts·; nay,
they arc CYen less industrious than many other . ' an1111a1s .. 

Apes you mean ; in fact, they are Yery adroit. 
And pray what say thost> authors to this, who 
desire the horse to ha-ve hands ? 

They ,,cknowlcdgc that the ape might, from 

· This strange reasoning is found in a work entitled De 
!'Esprit. 

Tbe Trans!t?tor ca1111ot forbt!ar to e;,flr lis protest here against tl,e 
i1iconcl11si'Ue11eu of the ar.::1m:e11fs he is oUi;;ed on this occasion to trails
/ate; without meaning to imi,mafr !herely any opinion oJ his own.-T, 

H6 
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his conformation, be capable of doing the same 
things as man, and that his natural petulance is 
an impediment; that he is always in motion; 
and could you deprive him of that restlessness, 
that vivacity, he would be man's equal,:,:,. 

And yet he does not speak. 
No; though in certain species the tongue and 

the organs of voice are the same as in man; and 
the brain is absoluteq of the same form and in 
the same proportion t• 

The brain in the same proportion ! how ca[} 
that be ? The ape is so small ! 

Do you think yourself acquainted with all the 
species f 

\Vhy-Yes. 

Those you haYe seen were restless ant! turbµ
lent. 

Certainly: for which reason, the objection of 
the auth?rs you mention seems just; in my opi
nion, beings which are perpetually in motion, 
however excellent their conformation, cannot 
learn, c::mnot become perfect. 

But suppose the objc8.:ion you think so striking 
should originate only in profound ignorance of 
things, which are known to the whole world. 

. b I • C How ! People who write oo~s ignorant or 
things known to ~11 the world!-

,. ,.\.II this is found exacdy in the same ·work, De l'Esprit. 
l See M. ~e Bnffon on <JuaJrupe<l~, tome xvi. cd.ition i1 

J;J11-o. 
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Your doubt, dear Alphonso, proves how little 

you read. 
Just as Thelismar said this, Alphonso gave a 

start of surprise, and, jogging Thclismar, cried 

softly, Look, look-there-right before you; 

what strange creature is that sitting under the 

tree? 
Here let us break off, said l\'.Iadame de Cle .. 

mire, interrupting her narrative, I feel myself a 

little hoarse this evening. 

This was sufficient to stop every entreaty to 

continue, though her young auditors were very 

desirous to hear an explanatio!1 of what thi5 

.strange creature might be. 

The next Jay, a quarter before nine, lVIadame 

de Clemirc irnblged the ardent curiosity of her 

children, by taking up her manuscript and read

ii1g as follows: 

Thelismar looked first at the animal, and after-
• 

wan.l at Alphonso. \Vliat do you think of that, 

figure, said he ? 
It is a saYagc, replied Alpl-ionso, and exceed

ingly ugly. He rises! holds a staff in his hand~ 

he avoids us ! 
And you take it for a man ? 

Certainly I do. 

It is an ape. 

Ape I what, of that size! he 1s t .. 1lcr than I 
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am; he w;:lks upright like us, and his legs have 
the form of ours. 

Notwithstanding all which, it is a beast*; but 
" an exceedingly singular one, and which man 
" cannot see without- looking at, without know
" ing, himself, without being convinced his 
" body is the least essential part of himself t·" 

How you astonish me ! but is this ape, that 
was sitting "'ith so much tranquillity at the foot 
of a treeJ as restless and precipitate in his mo 
tions as the smi111 apes ? 

No; " his walk is grave, his attions e:ircum
" speer, his temper gentle, and very di!Tcrent 
"from that of other apes+ ;"-he has not· the 
hoof of a horse, he is taller than we are, formed 
as we are.-" The Creator would not form the 
" body of a man absolurely diftcrent from all 
" other animals; but, at the same time that 
" he h;!s given him a n1.1teri;1l body, a form 
" similar to that of the ape, he has breathed his 
" divine spirit into this body; had he done the 

~ The orang-outang, some of which are ahuYc. six feet 
high. 

t M. de Buifon. 
* In speaking of an ape of ;mother gpecies, called gibbon, 

l\:I. de Euffon says," this ape seems to us have a natural tran
" quiUity and gentle manners; his motions are neither too 
" sudden not too restleos; he takes kindly whateYer is given 
" him to eat, &c," 
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" same favour, I do not -say to the ape, but to 

" that sp<"cies of beast which seems to us the 

" rrost ill-otg;mized, such species would soon 

" have btcor•ic the rival of man; quickened by 

" his spirit, it had exc,Jled others, had thought, 

" had spoken. Whatever resemblance there 

" may be then between the Hottentot and the 

" ape, the interval which divides them is 1111-

" mense; since the Hottentot within is dis

" tinguished by thought, and without by 

" speech*." 
Alphonso listened to this discourse with admi-

ration. At present, said he, I am dcsi;:ous to 

learn hc,w these authors, who pretend that it is 

our form only which makes us superior to othet;' 

animals, will answer these arguirents. 

The;• <lo not know the animal tlnt we have 
, 

just se~n, or many other species nearly like him, 

described by all tr~wellers; yet their works are 

modern, and, as I have said, these arc falts 

known to all the world. 

Thelismar here sat down near a fake surround

ed by rocks ; their guide proposed they should 

wait for the rest of the comp,rny, whom they 

had kft at a considerable cfo,tance. He h:id 

seate<l himself under the shade of some trees., 

and, taking two books from his pocket, gave one 

~ M. de 13uffon. 
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of them to Alp 10nso, pointing out a chapter, 
which he desired him to read \vith great attention. 

Alphonso promised he woulJ; ackLng, that he ,vould go farther off and sit down, to be 
free from all disturbance. This he accordin1ily 
did, and sat down, at about two hundred yards distance, on the banks of the lake. 

Instead of rea<lrng he foll into a profound re
\Terie: the murmurs of the water, t:1e fresh ver
dure of the :rocks, all rcrraceJ a scene, which he had not th_e pm·.-~r to bani..,h from his mind: it 
recalled to memory the fountain of Jove ; the 
form of Dali11da was present, he could tl1ink 
of nothing but her, and at last could not refrain from repeating a narne so de.1r. 

Certain that Thelisma.· couid not hear him, he 
sang, in a low Yoicc, a song he had mac.le to hc1· 

·memory. As he finished the fast line of. his 
song, he heard foot:.teps, a1~cl, turning l1is head, 
saw Thelismar com:ng: he took: up his book, , and was silent; bm the instant he had Jone, a 

soft though sonorous voice s~enred to issue fro:n 
the rocks, and again repeated the couplet he had sung. 

Thelismar heard the name of Dalincla as he 
approached, and his astonishment \Yas excessive, 
when he found it was not Alphonso who was 
singing. Alphonso ·was no less surpriseJ. .A~ 
!Soon as the air was ended he was going to ques-
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tion Thelismar concerning this prodigy, when 

another voice began the same couplet ; scarce 

had this second voice ceased Singing, but a third, 

from the opposite side, again repeated the same 

words, and the same sonnds: silence .then suc

ceeded, and the concert ended (28). 

What enchantment is this? cried Alphonso. 

\Ve must confess, said Thelismar smilling, the 

fauns and sylvans of th 'Se rocks are dangerous 

confidants; t11e nymphs of the fountain of love 

were more discreet; but come, give me my 

book, and tell me whethe;: you be pleased with 

the chapter I desired you to :re:1d. Alphonso 

blushed and answered Oi,iY with a sigh; and 

Thelismar, changing the conYersation, rejoined 

the rest of the company. 

Thelismar continaed his journey by the gold 

coast, in the kingdom of Juida, and the king-

. dom of E'3nin: in the latter country he found 

the natives less sav,1ge and more civilized thao 
their neighbours. He next traversed Congo,. 

and here it was that Alphonso had nearly lost 

his life, in consequence of his natural imprudence 

and impetuosity. 

The small caravan of travellers being on their 

march, Alphonso was walking about two or 

three hundred yards before the rest. They ap

proached a large pond surrounded by the huts of 
savages; and Alphonso, looking forward., thought 
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he saw, on the other side of the pond, a long 
brick wall built upon the border: not conceiving 
what coul<l be the use of this \Yall, he hastened 
forward to examine it ; but as he drew nea1, 
perceived this imaginary wall had motion. 

He then thought that, instead of a ·wall, he 
distinguished warrior::- clotheJ in reJ, and ranged 
in order of battle: he presently after ob.,ervcd 
sentinels stationed in advance, and soon saw he 
was discovered; for, the moment the sentinels ,, 
perceived him, the alarm was given, and the 
air resounded with a noise much like the sound 
of a trumpet. 

Alphonso stopped, and while he ,vas deliberat
ing whether he ~houl ,J proceed or go bc1ck, he 
saw the army begin to moYe, rise fron1 the earth·, 
and at last fly away. Alr1honso then lc~rned, 
with extreme surprise, that this formid,1blc squa
dron was nothing but enormous red birds, of so 
bright a colour, that, when they took flight, 
their wings absolutely seemed in:fl::unecL 

Alphonso had a gun, and being desirous cf 
taking one of these extraordinary birds to The
lismar, he fired at the flock, and killed one. 
Several ncgroes, on hearing the firing, immedi
ately came out o[ th~ir huts, which stood by the 
pond, hastily running. As soon as . they saw 
Alphonso dragging away the bird he had killed, 
they set forth the most horrible cries, when in-
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st~mtly all the other negroes left their habita

tions, and came in crowds to att2ck Alphonso, 

who saw himself assaulted on all sid..:s by a shower 

of stones and darts. 

Had it not been for the arrival of Thelismar 

~!nd the other travellers, Alphonso could not 

hase escaped with Efe ; but at sight of thern the 

savages :fled, and he came off with a· few slight 

wounds, and a severe reprimand from 1 helismar, 

who informed him, that the negroes held the 

bird he had kilkd in such yencratio·1, they 

would not sufrer any one to do it the least in

jury, but thought themselves obligeJ in con

science to revenge the death of a creature which. 

they held sacred. 
Alphonso learnt also from Thelismar, that the 

noise which he had con_pared to the sound of 

trumpets was nothing but the cry of the birds., 

which is so loud and shrill that it is heard, at 

more than half a mil~ distant (29). 

Thelismar continued his journey, only stopping 

occasionally among various hordes of savages, 

wl.ose manners he wished to know. Of all the 

b:1rbarous people of Africa, the nation which he 

thou6ht most interesting was that of the Hotten

tots : their , irtues surpassed their vices ; they 

fulfilled, in their whole • extent, the duties of 

friendship and hospitality; and their loYe of 

justice., their courage, benevolence, aml chas .. 
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tity, rendered them far superior to other sJvages '''. 

It is remarkable, that, among the Hottentots, 
the education of youth is committed to the mo
thers till the age of eighteen, after which the 
males are received to the rank of ma:1hood; but, 
before that period, they h;:.vc no coI:rmn:nica-
tion with the men, nor even ·with their own 

During their sr-journ among the Hottentots, 
Thelismar w<ls \vc.lking one day with Alphonso: 
their guide c;:rried a wallet with proYision, it be
ing their intention to dine during their walk. 
As they were crossing the rustic Lridge of a 
small riYer, the guiJe let the Y:allet falJ, and, 
fr:::1.ring pn 

1

)ably the ;rngcr of the tra\·elLrs, took 
to his 11eds :rnd di:,appeared. This C\'l.,nt was 
very disa.:_;1·c~.1b1e to ii. lphonso, be being exceedingly hungry. 

I am certain, said Thelismar, I can find my 
way; but before we walk: any farther, kt us rest 
a little under the shade of these trees. They sat 
down on the grass, and Alphonso continued to 
complain of having a great way to go and no
thing to eat, when Thelismar cried, "Silence, 
let us listen." Alphonso presently heard a very 

., Sec l'Abrcge de t'Hi5toirc Gem:ralc des Voyage,, too1c iii, ·r Idem. 
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shrill cry, which, to his great astonishment, 

Thelismar answered in a graver tone: then, 

rising, said, Since yon are so very hungry, Al

phonso, come with me, and I will give you a., 

dinner. 

Thelismar then uttered several successive cries; 

and Alphonso perceived a green a11d white bird,.. 

which hovered round them. Let us follow this 

new guide, said Thelis 111ar, he will recompense 

us fo1· the carclessne~s of the other who has run 

Alp!1onso knew not what to thinl-c, but walked 

silcntlv, ;w.J lookc.J :itteLtivelv at ~he oird, which 
; J 

in a few mi:mt~s w:.::nt and rcsk'-l itself upon a 

hrge :10llm;r tree. Stnp, sa;d Tht lisrnar, the 

bird 1.-r:ll ccm~ an<l seek ~.s , if he have ;my thing 

re ui to J1-,c!c,.se. As h~ :-;aid, so it kippcned; 

the ~in_;, s~~rng they c.liJ r. }t :1ppro"ch, re

Jou1.,:Ld Lis cries, came back to them, and then 

retu rne l to his tre~, where he ±:uttered and 

pe:-chcJ. 

C · • '~' 1· I · · 1· on e, s;:u,1 .1. nc.i::i:11:::-, lC rnv1tes us to c in-
, 

ner \\'1th ~o !'Oot.l a ?:r2ce we cannot refuse him. 
L"' \.J 

So s:1ying he we:1t to the tree, and, to the ex-

trc• .. e a~t(mishment of Alpho1~so, .foun<l a bee's 

llLS .. in it, foll of honey. 

"\iVhil~ crnr tra•.:ellers were eating the honey, 

the bird, ha·.'ing fled to a neighbouring bush, 

a 1pc.arcd g;:catly int~ested at all-that passe<l: ,, 

1 
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is but just, said Thelismar, to give· him his 
share of the booty: Alphonso, therefore, left 
a spoonful of honey upon a leaf, which, as soon 
as they were gone from the tree, the bird came 
and ate. In the course of half an hour, the 
bird she-wed them t,,·o other nests ; and Al
phonso, satiated with honey, merrily continued 
his way (30 ). 

Thelism~r qnitted the country of the Hotten
tots, and embarked for the island of i\fadagas
car ; afterward he joun1C) ed through all the 
eastern coast of Africa; th~n quitted that part 
of the world, and, after a short stay in the 
island of Socotora, landed in Arabia Felix. He 
visited .'\Tecca (31) and .l\fcdina (32), traversed a 
part of the desert, entered Africa again by the 
l~thmus of Sue-~, and came to Cairo (:33), , .. here 
he ~dmired the famous pyramids of Egypt (~J). 
Thence he went to .. AJex;indria, \vhc:rc he found 
a vessel r..-:ady to set sail for the isJanJ of Them"'. 

Thelismar, within the last two months, had 
several times read over wiq1 /dpl10nso transla
tions of the Iliad and Odyssey. .1\lphonso, joy
fully leaving the burning and barbarous climates 
of Africa was delighted to find himself 011cc 
more in Europe, beneath the azure skies of 

• An island of the Archipelago) to the north of Candia 
it jr; a part of the islands c..1llecl S:mtorin, or 'Santoriui, from 
St, lrtnf', tf~ patrones:; of tLC"'m. 
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Greece, i1Y places where all the pleasant fictions 

of fable may be traced, and among people whose 
manners Homer h,1c, de cribed. 

Before they kft Thera, Theiisrnar and Al .. 
phonso learnt that the volcano, whicl1 is situated r 

in that island, began to give great uneasiness to 
the inhabitants, by appearing to rekindle, smoke, 
and cast forth stones. 

The next morning our travellers rose with 
Aurora, and were conduB.ed toward the volcano; 
when they were about two miles distant, their 
guide stopped, telling them he thought he heard 
.i very uncommon noise ; our travellers listened, 
and heard a kind of bellowing, which seemed to 
arise out of the earth. Thty proceeded, however, 
about half a mile farther ; in proportion as they 
approached, the bellowing increased, and was 
soon ::iccompanied with frightful hissings; at the 
saine time they observed that the smoke of the 
volcano grew thi~ker, and became of a deeper . 
red. 

Let us return, said Thelismar. 
Scarcely had he spoken before a horrible noise 

was heard ; a.nd, as they turned their heads to 
look, while hastening toward the sea-coast, they 
saw the mountain all on fire, covered with flames, 
which rose to the clouds, and casting forth on all 
sides volumes of red-hot stones and blazing mat
ter. The terrified guide, losing_ all recollecl:ion1 
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led them astray, and took them a road which 
brought them back toward the volcano. 

As they no,y stood fronting this fearful moun
tain, they saw, with horrour, torrents of fire 
running impetuously down its sides, and spread
ing ove. the plain : these destrultive rivers burnt 
anJ overthrew every thing that opposed their 
passage : at their approachJ the hcl·bs and :O.mvers 
withered, the lea, es grew instantly yellow, and 
dropped from the trees; the brooks disappeared., 
the fount:.1ins were dried up, and birds foll breath
less from the sc·orche<l bLmchcs. 

At the same time, vast clouds of hot ashes, 
and cinders burgt white, obscured the air, and 
fell like rc1in upon the earth, bre:1king the 
branches, rooting up trees, and rolling with hor
rid din from the n,oum.1in to the pbins, echoing 
far and near amon'T the rc-,ouncling rocks. '-" 

Thclismar and Al?I,.onso fled from th~sc de-
'->Olate places, and, afler long wandering in un
known paths, ca:11e at le1lgth to the sea-:side; they 
judged, when at a <li:stan.ce, by the roaring of the 
waves, th:1t the sea \\·as ,,iolcntly agit,,ted. They 
judged rightly; it w.:is dreadfuliy tempestuou~, 
though the air w2.s entirely calm. 

They were considering this phxnomenon with 
an astonishment which ,vas soon redoubled. 
Suddenly there appeared, in the middle of the 
waves, incredible volumes of flames, which, in-
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sl:antly spreading and dissipating in the air, were 
succeeded by an innumerable quantity of burn
ing rocks, that were projected from the deep 
abyss of the ocean, and raised above the waters 
(~5). 

The tempest after this decreased, the sea was 
2ppeased, and some of the islanders, who passed 
that way, informed Thelismar, that the volcano 
no longer vomited flames. When the eruption 
was ended, Alphonso and Thelismar returned to 
their lodgings, and, two days after this memora
ble event, left that unhappy island. 

Hence they proceeded to the island of Po1i-
candro *, where they found a Swedish traveller, 
a former friend of Thelismar's, who offert3d to 
"-'CCompany ancl guide them in their walks through 
the island. He brought them to his house, 
which he would partake with them; and, after 
rnpper, adciressing himself to Alphonso, said, 
l\ly dwelling, you see, is si, 1ple, devoid of orna .. 
n-1uus; but, if you love magnificence, I have the 
means of gratifying your taste~ I am so happy
w sec my old friend once more, that I have 
formed the projecl of giving him an entertain
ment in a palace, the richness and brilliancy of 
·which may well surprise you. 

~ On" of the Cydades, to tht:: south ~f PJros and Anti .. 

\'OL II , 
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Frederic, for that was the name of Thelismar's 
friend, then rose, called his servants, who came 
with torches, and went forth with .Alphonso and 
Thelismar. 

'.i.'hev came in about half an hour to an enor-, 

mous mass of rocks. Behold my pal~ce, said 
Frederic : the .1specl, it is true, is a little wild, 
but we must not ahvay.s judge from appearances. 
Stop here a nrnmen~, if you please, 2nd let the 
sen·ants ente, first. 

The servants then distributed torches to about 
a dozen men who had followed them, each of 
whom lighted his fl:1mbcau, ar.d proceeded for
,y~rd. \Vhen Frederic s;iw t l1 cm at a certain 
distance, he and his company began to follow. 

Thev ha<l not !Tone ·aboYe a hand red 1~aces be-, 0 

fore they perceivcJ .w immense arcade, ::rnJ their 
eyes were immedi,1tcly dazzled by the splendour 
of li~~ht. Come in, said Frc\.kric, this is the pe-

• 1 f ' I '• 1 ,t_'• t nsty~e o my p::u ace; y,·n at t ,,1 ,1...:: you 01 it . 
The question was addn. ') $Cd to .1lpl10nso, but 

he was too bmy in consiJering the brii.li,mt spec
tacle before him to reply. The w:1113 o.F this vast 
perist yk seemed co,·erecl ·::ith god, nit~ies, and 
diamonds; the ceiling dccorateJ vith wavfog 
garLm<ls and penJ::mt ornaments of ci·ystal ; nay,· 

· the very floor oa wliich they trod was paved 
,vith the same rich materials (3G). 
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Par<lon me, my dear mamma, cried Caroline, 
for interrupting, but I can hold no longer. Vv ere 
these pure diamonds? 

No; they only seemed such; but the resem .. 
blance was so perfect as to deceive the eye most 
accustomed to consider such objelts. 

Well, this is very singular; and is ' it true, 
dear mamma, that such a palace once existed? 

It exists still. 
0 dear, still ! 
Yes, in the islan<l of Polic,mdro. 
0 the charming island! ~rill ydu show it us 

tomorrow, mamma, in the m:.ip ? 
Yes ; willingly. 

l\famm:i, if you will permit me, my next geo
graphical lesson shall be to trace upon the maps 
all the travels of Alphonso; for I can remember 
them all perfectly, and so I cm all the extraor
dinary things Le has seen. 

So be it ; but, in the mean tirne, kt us con .. 
tinue our tale. 

Frederic showed Alphonso how e?--tensiYe this 
superb palace was; and, after ha,,ing passed more 
than two hours in examining and contemplating 
the wonders before them, they once more re
turned to the house of their host. Alphonso 
learnt from Thelismar tlnt the pretended palace 
of Frederic was all the work of n~ture; aud 

I 2 

• 
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the knowledge of this increased his admirJ
tion. 

Thelismar, having formerly made the tour of 
Italy, had no intention of returning thither; but 
his friend Frederic, who was going to Reggio, 
entreated his company; to which Thelismar the 
more readily consented, because it was the only 
part of Italy he had not seen. 

Frederic, Alphonso, and Thelismar, left Poli
candro, and sailed for the Morea*. Here they 
beheld the ruins of Epidaurus and Laceda::mon. 
From the Morea they went to the isLmd of Ce
phaloni a, whence, once more embarking, they 
sailed for Reggiof. The day after their ar
rival in that city, our three travellers break
fasted in the chamber of Thelismar, the windows 
of which looked toward the sea ; their con vcr
:jation was interrupted by a thousand shouts of 
joy, heard from every part. Alphonso ran out 
instantly, to know what was the reason of such 
noisy and animated acclamations : he asked se
veral passengers, who all answered, still run
iung as they spoke, We are going to the 
sea-side to see the castles of the fairy .Af or

gana. 

, The large peninsula of ancient Peloponnesus. 
t Appertaining to the kingdom of Naples, in Calabria 

_Ulterior: there is another city of the same name in Italy, .i-. 
Modana. 
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Alphonso returned, anJ gave an account of this 
strange answer; our travellers, therefore, opened 
their windows, and beheld a sight, the beauty 
and singularity of which surpassed every thing 
they had hitherto seen. . 

" The sea which bathes the coast of Sicily 
" began to smell and rise by degrees ; in a little 
" while the huge waves formed a perfect repre
" sentation of an immense and dark chain of 
" mountains ; while the surges which washed 
" the coasts of Calabria remained with a tran
" quil and smooth surface, like to a vast and 
" shining mirror, gently inclining towards the 
" walls of Reggio. This prodigious looking-glas. 
~ soon reflected a miraculous picture; millions 
" of pilasters, of the most elegant proportion, 
" ;md ranged with the utmost symmetry, were 
" distinctly seen, reflecting all the bright and va
" ric<l colours of the rain bow ; scare el y did they 
" retain this form a moment before these su
" perb pilasters were bent and changed into 
" majestic arcades, which likewise soon vanish
" ed, and gave place to an innumerable multi
" tude of magnificent castles, all perfecl:ly alike ; 
" while these palaces were succeeded by towers, 
" colonnades, and afterward by trees and im
" mense forests of the cypress and palm (37)." 

After this last decoration, the magic picture 
l 3 
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disappeared, the sea resumed its ordinary aspect 
and the people who stoo<l upon the strand clap
ped their hands in transport, a thousand times 
repeating, with joyous shouts, the name of the 
fairy l\1organ~. 

And so, m::i.mma, interrupted Pulcheria, we 
are at length come to our fairy tales again ? 

Indeed ,ve are not : this bst ph::enomcnon, as 
well as all the other, is t;lken from nature. 

But there is a fairy cal1e<l lviorgana, you kno~, 
rnammn. 

I have only told you whnt the p~nple of Rrg
gio sny i who ~'re rren r.illy it"U~runt r\IlY Cl."tdu
lou;;, nrc fonu t1f fabks and en~ily ndcpt 
them, 

But these magic picrurcs-
i l'e pr tluce,l by 1i:-1tnral cau;es. 
r cannot conceive at pr~s~nt why every body 

·do not pass their lives in travelling, r~ading, ai1d 
. .icm1rring- knowledge, in order ta understand and ,. '--

see things so cm·ious and interesting ; but, deat 
rnamma, be pleased to continue your recit:11. 

Alphonso b-:;~an to think like you ; the asto
nishment which so many extraordinary events. 
continually rais<:d, excited an ardent curiosity 
and a strong desire of obtaining knowledge; his 
trifling amusements no longer pleased ; he bt.:
came thoughtful, spoke with reserve, and lis~ 
tene<l v,·ith attention i but., in proportion as hi 
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mind became enlightened, he <l'isco~ered faults 

in his past condull:, every recollell:ion of whici-1 

made him bitterly re1 ent. 

He could not now comprehend how it was 

possible he sh01,1d have forsaken his father. 

The obstinate silence of don Ramirez grievously 

affiill:ed him; he arc:::ritly desired to arrive at 

Constantinople, where .a:- expell:ed to find let

ters from Portugal: and tb.0u6h. he had a pas

sionate attachment to Thclismar, though he had 

almost a certainty of obtai:"J.ing the hand of Da

Enda, he yet determined to quit the former in 

Tnrkey, and return to Europe, there to sacr:fice 

hi.- hopes and happiness to filial duty, if he re .. 

c~: ·ed no intelligence from his father. 

This resolution plunged him into a state of 

n,c1,wcholy, of which Thelismar searched in 

vai1. the caus'; \Yhich he even augmented, in 

·wishing to Ji~c;ip:u,~, by marks of the most ten

der altt.Ztion. He often sp:::ike to Frederic, in his 
pre.;..::nc _, of Dalinda, to drive away his dejec

tior: ; while these conversations, far from sof

teni,ig the 'l'Lret pangs of Alphonso) but cm

bittere.J ti1em the more. Theli"nia1· at i~st took 

leaYe of Frederic, quitted Reggio, and returned 

to Greece; and, travellmg through it, came to 

Constantinople toward the encl of April. 

Alphonso found a letter at Constantinople 

I + 
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from Portugal, which he received with inexpre~
s1ble anxiety : it was not from don R.imirez, but 
informed Alphonso his father had returned to 
Portugal, had passed some time at Lisbon, and. 
l1ad left that city, declaring he was gC'ing to un
dertake a tour of eightcl'n months. The letter 
.i.dded, that nobody doubted <lon Ranirl'Z haJ 
had several private conversations \\ ith the king

1 
and that the purpose of his ,·oyap;c was ~o:i1e se: 
cret negotiations ; that they were in grc:lt ex
pectations of seeing him once more in office be-. 
cause his successor and enemy had been disbraced 
a week after his departure. 

The gentleman who wrote an account of all 
this ended his letter by saying, he had not seen 
<lon Ramirez, as Alphonso had desiz·ed him to 
<lo, because, being on a tour to Fr::. 1ce, he had 
not returne<l to Lisbon till thn:e wee~s after his 
departure. 

From the date of this letter Alphonso caku
lated1 that his father could not be in PortLgal in 
less than fifteen or sixteen months ; he therefore _ 
abandoned his project of returning thither im
mediately; in facr, having no money, he h:1.d no 
means of subsistence in the absence of <lon Ra
mirez ; and he was pretty certain h:s travels would 
be ended, and he should return to Europe in less 
than a year. The silence of his father deeply 
affiicl:ed him; but the assurances of his health 
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and safety were great consolations, and he did 

not doubt but time, and his future conduce, 

might regain the affections of his father. 

Alphonso, now less sorrowful, less absent, 

conversed with Thelismar as formerly ; ,vho ap

peared so sati~fied with the change he had re

marked in him, that Alphonso thought he might 

venture to speak of Dalinda. At first Thelismar 

was satisfied with gently reminding him of his 
promise ; and Alphonso, emboldened by this in

dulgence, several times fell into the same errour; 

till at last Thelismar was displeased, and Alphon

so was obliged to be silent, though he still sought 

occasions to speak his sentiments indirecl:ly, and 
to complain of the restraint imposed upon 
him. 

Frederic had given The1ismar letters of recom

mendation to one of his friends.,. a Greek, who 

possessed a charming house on the channel of 

Constantinople: this Greek, whose name was 

Nicander, was not then at Constantinople. Al

phonso and Thelismar, therefore.,. in about a 

fortnight, went to Buyuk-Dairai, a village eight 

miles from Constantinople *-' , where Nicander and 

his family passed a part of the summer. 

¥ The situation of this village is w:ry pleasant. Ambassa

dors and various other persons have country-houses there, 

Vuyage Litteraire de la Grece, par l\I. Guys. tome i. 

I 5 
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It was the first of Ivfay, and ten in the morn
ing, ,,,hen our two travellers arrived at Buyuk
Dairai. As they entered, they saw the streets 
full of young people elegantly clothed, and 
cro,vned with garlands, singing and playing on 
various instruments; every house was <lecorated 
with flowers, festoons, and roses, and adorned 
by a multitude of young Grecian beauties, sur
rounded by slaves magnificently clothed. 

This spectacle deiighted Alphonso; and The
lismar, acquainted with the customs of Greece, 
informed him, that it was thus they celebrated 
every first of May; that on this solemn day, 
you'lg lovers fixed garlands of roses over the 
doors where their mistresses dwelt, and sang their 
praises under their windows (38). 

Alas! said Alphonso, they are happy, for they 
are heard. That favour, replie~ Thelismar, is 
no proof of their happiness. 

But what happens when two rivals meet under 
the same window, or at the same door? 

They fasten their garlands on each side, and 
sing altern:itely. 

After our travellers had stopped some time in 
the first street, they continued their way; and 
Alphonso perceiving at a distance a house more 
ornamented with flowers than the rest, said, 
Certainlv that is the habitation of some cele-, 

brated beauty ; he was confirmed in this opinion 
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-when, coming nearer, he beheld two charming 

young \irgins standing in a large balcony. 

The gui<le informed them this w:is the house 

of Nicander, and they entered; the master came 

immediatdy to receive them, and, after having 

read the letter of Frederic, embraced them both 

affe[tionately, and testified the liveliest hopes, 

that they would remain with him some time. Ni

cander and all his family spoke French tolerably 

well : Thelismar understood that language per

fe[tly, and Alphonso knew something of it. 

Nican<ler called his sla,,es, who condul'ted the 

travellers into a spacious hall, the walls of ,vhich 

were Parian marble, where a bath ,,as pre-

pared (~9). 
After bathing, Nicander came and conducted 

them into the apartment of his wife Glaphyra; 

she was seated upon a sofa, with her two daugh

ters, Glycera and Zoe, an<l an old and venerable 

woman, the nurse of Nicander, whom, accord

ing to the custom of the modern Greeks, the 

family calk<l P.1ran~m:1; a gentle epithet, ex

press~ve of gr:1titu<le, aml signif) ing second mo

ther ( "1·0 ). 

The daughters were superblf dressed: both 

had long flowing robes, Y. hite '''-ils bordered 

with gold fringe, and girLlles n hl; embroider

ed, fastened with buckles of emeralds ( 41 ). 

l 6 
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Glaphyra and Nicander questioned Thelism:1r 

concerning his travels, and prevailed on him to 
recount some of his adventures; after which 
they sat down to table, and their repast being 
ended, Zoe brought her lyre, and accompanied 
several duets which she sang with her sister ( 42). 

This agreeable music being o"t"er, Nicander 
proposed a ,valk to his guests, which they rc:-idily accepted. 

He led them into the meadows, in one of 
which they bc!1e]d a mult:tude of shepherds and 
shepherdesses, clothed in ,yhitc, and adorned 
with garlands of flowers, almost all ho~dinb in 
their hands branches of the g::-een palm, the 
myrtle, and the orange-tree; some danced to 
the sound of the lyre, while others gathered 
flowers, and sang the praises and the return of sprmg. 

Look, s:iid Nicander, at th:-it yot;ng virgin, 
crowneJ with roses, and finer than her compa
nions ; she i~ the queen ; she represents the go<l
<less of flowers; and, while calle<l by the charm
ing name of Flora, receives the homages of all 
the village throng : but her reign is short ; it is 
the empire of youth and beauty, an<l · ends be
fore the cleclin~ of day. 

While Nicar1der was speaking, the young 
~ueen gave a signal, and all the shepherds as-
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sembled round ha; one of her virg;n companions 

the1. s:E.g a hymn in honour of Flor?. and the 

spr::1?;; :-it the end of t:c.1cb. couplet of which the 

sh-::phe~·Js repeated in chorus ti ... ,s burthen : 

« v:clcome, sweet nvmph ! bl<lss'd goddess of the. May!" 
' 

After this they continued their <lances ( 4,3 ). 

Having walked round the meadows several 

times, Nicander reconduct:ed his guests back to 

his house, where they found Glaphyra and her 

daughters, surrounJed by their slaves, employed 

at embroidering, each in tnr:1 relating short sto

ries and moral fables ( .A:,4 ). Th.m!gh Aip110nso 

did not understand Gree1::, 1 c was charmed with 

the picture he beheld. The youthful Zoe was 

speaking, and Thelismar conjured her to continue 

her recital: she accord111gly beg:m again, with a 

grace which was ~ugmented by the bloom of her 

cheeks and her modest difficlt"'nce. 

Zoe related the history of a young virgin, on 

the eve of her marri:1~e, quitting th-.. paternal 

mansion. She told her tale ,.vith eqnd truth and 

feeling, and painted the interest'ng an<l deep 

grief of a tender and grateful daug}1tcr tearing 

herself from the arms of her belored family. 

Glycera listened to the detail ,;,.vith extreme emo

tion; involuntary tears then bath~<l her downcast 

eyes, and watered the flowers she embroidered ; 
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her mother, who observed her, called her with a 
b,roken voice, and held out her arms. Glycera 
rose, ran and threw herself at her mother's kne~s 
melted in tenderness. 

~ The history is interrupted; Nicander ap-
pro~ches Glycera, kisses her affectionately, claspi 
her to his bosom: the lovely Zoe quits her work, 
and flies to her sister's arms : the slaves testify 
their feelin;.,s at this touching scer.e : and Ni
cander in a few moments, taking Alphonso and 
Thelismar into another apartment, explained the 
cause of what thPy saw) by first telling them the 
subject of Zoe's fable, and then informing them 
that Glycera was herself on the eve of marriage. 

The very same evening the young man chosen 
to be the spouse of Glycera sent large baskets 
magnificently embellished, containing ornaments 
and nuptial presents for Glycera and the family. 
The next day the young Greek came, attended 
by his parents and friends, to the house of Ni
cander; the beauteous and atfecting G lycera ap
peared ; she h:id on a silver robe, embroidered 
with gold anJ pe,1rls, and fastened with a girdle 
of diamonds; her tresses floated upon her shoul
ders, a11J a hy.neneal crown adorned her head, 
while she wept, and hid herself in her mother's 
arms. 

G1ycera received the •~ · cntal benediction 
kneeling, which Nicander pronounced with great 
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tenderness, bnt with a solemn and firm tone ; 

while the feeling mother, incapable of articu

lating a word, raised her swimming eyes to Hea

ven, and pressed between her trembling hands the 

hands of her daughter. After this moving cere

mony, the two families, united, and followed by 

all their slaves, walked to church : this superb 

train was preceded by a band of vocal and instru

mental music : after them came the young virgin, 

supported by her father and mother ; her pace 

was slow, timid, and trembling; her downcast 

eyes were evidently bedewed with tears, which 

she vainly endeavoured to retain. According to 

the ancient usage of Greece, the torch of Hymen" 

was carried before her, and her slaves, husl-)and, 

relations, and friends, closed the procession, in 

which order they arrived at church. 

After the ceremony, the bride and bridegroom 

were recondulted in pomp to their house, the 

front of which was illuminated, and ornamented 

with flowers and foliage; cups of \'vine were given 

to all the guests, and the youn.g people received 

nosegays twined with threads of gold, the person 

who presented them ... saying, Go ye and marry alsD. 

These words roused the attention of Alphonso, 

who looked at Thelismar. A banquet succeed

ed, and the dancing continued till midnight' 

( 45). 

Alphonso left this feast in a sorrowful mood; 
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the remem~; r,1:J.ce of Dalinda, and the fear of 
ner;._•r perhaps tasting a happiness such as that of 
which he ha<l been a spe-:1:ator, af:Hictcd him 
deeply. TL.is melanchol) continued several days·; 
but it was insensibly Jis.)ipate<l by the new and 
agree,1blc obje.:l-s that surroundeJ him, and espe• 
ciallv bv the tenderness of Th·'1ismar. , J 

Thelismar and Alphonso e,Te,y day, after their 
walk, went regularly to the embroidering room, 
whither Glycc,a, and the young friends of Zoe, 
always came; Nicander explained, in a whisper, 
to the strangers, the subje<...'1s of the tales relr1ted 
by these young Greeks: and, ,vhen Zoe spoke, 
Alphonso became particularly attentive : he often 
would change places with Nicander or Thelis
mar, the better to see them embroider, and he 
remai~1e<l lon6est always at the frame of Zoe: he 
praised all theii◄ p~rform,,nccs, but he only looked 
at that of Zoe: he once more undertook to de. 
sign flowers, and ofier...:cl every day a new pat
tern to Zoe for her embroiJcry ; at last he began 
continually to vaunt of the manners and customs 
of Greece, Jnc.l thought B.1yuk-Dairai the most 
delightful place he had c, er seen. 

One murning when he was alone with The]is
mar, the latter praised him highly for his con
duct. I am quire enchanted with you, continued 
he, dear Alphonso; I see you begin to acquire• 
.1 command over yourself. 
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Do I? 
Yes ; and I cannot conceal my satisfaction ; 

for· three weeks past, you have learnt to hiuc 

an<l overcome that melancholy, at which I was 

so uneasy ; you are obliging, amiable, and at

tentive in company; and, what must have cost 

you more than all the rest, you speak no longer 

of Dalinda; be assured I feel the· value of this 

effo1·t. 

So saying, Thelismar embraced Alphonso, who 

suffered his embrace with a cold and mournful 

-:air, without making any reply; a moment's si

lence succeeded. Alphonso waiked thoughtfully 

about his chamber, then, suddenly turning, No., 

Thelismar, said he, I must not deceive you; I 

should be unworthy of your kindness, were I to 

lea,'e you in an errour-he stopped and blushed. 

Vvhat would you say? answerec..l Thelismar. 

P crhapc:, cxclair;1e<l Alphonso, I am going to 

r uin myself. 

Ruin yourself! what, by being sincere ! and 

to me, Alphonso! Can you suppose it ? 
Know then, that though my heart is always the 

s:i.me, though DalinJa ~done has touched it, and 

though, were it not for the hope of becoming 

your son, life would be a burden-yet-if I have 

cease<l to speak of her, if I have seemed cheerful, 

do not attribute this conduct to the efforts of rea

son, but, on the contrary, to-
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Come to my arms, interrupted Thelismar, 

come, noble and dear A1phon:;o, this proof of 
thy candour and confi<lence justifies my affection for thee. 

0, my father ! 0, my indulgent friend ! cried Alphonso-

See, continued Thelismar, how fleeting a sen
!Sation Joye is, de-ir Alphonso, whe.11 no! con
firmed by ~n affc~1ionate and solid friendship: 
two large blaLk eyes, an ingenuous countenance, 

• ;i sweet smile, and live Ol' six stories ,vhich you 
did not ur."ktstand, h.1vc n,jdc you, in thrre 
wcrks,. forg(:t the ol~ji.;"te of th:lt pnssion, which. y9u p1·ctcnd d wns so violent. 

It is true, that the young ½oc nmuse l nn<l in
tere~tcd me; it is true, she b:misheu my sorrows 
from my mind, and that Daiinda was less fre
quently present to rny imagination, but she was evtr in ?lY hrnrt, . 

Do not deceive yourself, Alphonso; you have 
yet no real attachment to Dalinda, because, at 
present, you know nothing of her but her form. 

Bt1t t!1;1t form proclaimc; a 1:oul SQ p111·f", so su .. 
perior ! 13esiJcs, I know Da .. nda by 1 er lcacrs, 
her acquirements, he1· tcnJernc:c;:c; for you ! in a 
word, Dalinda is the daughter of T!1elisr.1u, and 
is not that cnou~h to m~L,;e her passiou4tdy beloved ? 
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All this is not a sufficient foundation for a 

deep and durable attachment, which cannot ex0 

ist without mutual confidence and friendship. 

But let me ask you a question concerning Zoe ; 

ho,v has it happened, that you have not per .. 

ceived the impression she has made upon you·? 

It must certainly be a want of reflection, 

!m:1.gine then, for a moment, the consequence 

of wanting st1ch reilec:lion. I have more than 

once observed, that Nicander and Glaphyra do 

not ~ •1provc your e::-tccssi ve res peel: for Zoe ; so 

t111rny attenthms~ n prefi"'r~nc:e ~o n,nrked, must 

soon ir1jm·e th® 1•cputution of the young virgin 

to which they are paid. You have risqued 

tro\1bling the repose, and b1·inging son·ow into 

house, where the trcatn1ent \VC meet demand 

till our gr\1titude. 
Heavens l you make me shutlder----but hence .. 

forth I will thin!~, I will e:1ch. day fen·ently cxa .. 

mi~1e my aclions, my sensations; and, what may 

be more effectual, I will every day consuit you, 

'ever more will I conceal my thoughts from, 

YOU. , 

And now, said Thelismar, I must acquit my~ 

self of a promise which I have not forgotten. 

So saying, he opened a casket, tt1ok OLtt th~ ~ash 

of Dalinda, and g aye it Alphonso. It bdougs. 

to you, said he ; you hav c a rignt to it.2 since I 
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promised it to you on the very first poof of your sincerity.-

0 T'helismar, S:lid Alphonso, greatly a-ffefled, 
what a moment have you chosen! And am I 
permitted to receive a pledge so dear in this hous~? 

Yes; if it still continue de:ir to you; if you have stiil the same senti111ents. 
Th 1

.:n I dare ai:cept it,-AlpJ,onso threw him
self at Th,~lismar's feet, received the ~ash of Da
lin<la kneeling, and kissed with transport the hand that gave it. 

Remember, Alphonso, said The1ismar, this, 
from a father, is no light, no trifling gift ; from 
this moment our engage_ment is mutually sacred. I have adopted you as a son ; I promise you an 
ami~blc :md virtuous companion for life, of whon1 
you must bcco:ne worthy, not by a ronulitic 
pa~sion, but by a stable and ur_1iform Yirtue. Cou
tinue to inform your mind, and improve your 
temper and understanding; it is thus you must 
prove your love for Dalin<la, and sho\v you.r gratitude for my affection. 

Nicander came and interrupted their conver
sation; and Alphonso, too much mo,.·cd to sup
port the presence of a third person, retired : he 
wished for solitude, that he might indulge with
out constraint the transports of his he:u-t, It i3 
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ui:.edless to observe, that, from that d;:i.y forward, 

he designed no more patterns for Zoe, paid her 

no other attentions than such as good breeding 

demanded, and avoided going into the embroider-
. 
mg room. 

The family of Nicander, however, met an un

expected affiicl:ion; one of their friends, lately 

returned from !:he isle of Kar kit', to which he had 

made a short voyage, fell ill, and died in four 

days' time. Nicander related many interesting 
particulars of the friend he had lost ; and told 

how he ha<l renounced the riches and honours, 

'which he had a right to expect, that he might 

yield himself without control to the delights of 
friendship and stucly. 

This sage, continuell Nicander, who had re- · 

tired to a pleasant house ( 4,6) near mine, distri

buted the greater part .of his -income to the un

fortunate ; he consecrated the rest to the embel

lishment of his habitation ; his heart was virtu
ous, and his temper simple ; he cultivated his 

gardGn himself, watered his flowers, and bred 

birds, for which he made an extensive aviary. 

Such were rhis innocent amusements. Beloved 

1, It is the ninth of the islands of the Propontis, anciently' 

called Dremoneri, or the isles of t-hc Genii. 1\1. d'Anvillc 

mistakenly calls them Lu Islt1 du I'rince, which name~ given 

hy the inhabitants only to t4e fourtli,-Tb11 !iOk is iy M. 

6'11y1. 
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by his friends, adored by his slaves, he had a 
sister worthy of himself, who lived with him, 
went with him every where, and who never can 
forget his loss. Tomorrow, continued Nicandcr, 
we shall perform the last duties of friendship; 
his sister will conduct the funeral rites. 

But how will she have the fortitude? sai<l The
lismar. 

You are a ma 1, answered Nicander, who wish 
to know our manners, to study nature; come and 
see this 'sorrowful ceremony ; you will there be
hol<l the workings of despair. Grief among us 
is never reprcss'..'d, it is seen in all its energy. 
Among a people ,vho are sLlves to appearance 
~nd custom, sorrow is mournful and. mute, but 
here it is eloquent and sublime. 

This conversation e:\.cited the curiosity of 
Thelism:u-, who did not fail, with Alphonso, to 
follow Nicmder to the funeral of his friend. 
They went first to the house of Euphrosyne, the 
name of the sister above mentioned, and entered 
-a chamber hung ,Yith black, where the corpse, 
magnificently clothed, and with the face un
coYered, was laid in a coffin ; the shwes were 
kneeling round, and venting their grief by tears 
;ind groai1s. Among them TheEsmar distinguish
ed a11 old man, still more profoundly afflicted 

, ..th;1n the rest, to whom Nica. ·der went anJ spoke. 
Thdismar questioned Nicander concerning this 
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old man, who answer~d, his name was Z:1phiri. 

He was present at the birth of him we lament, 

said Nicander ; he is almost past the use of his 

limbs, and the impossibility of following the 
burial adds to his grief; he has just told me there 

is but one remaining pleasure for him on earth, 

the feeding of the birds and the culture of the 

flowers, which once were his dear master's de

light. 

N·cander was speaking, when Alphonso and 

Thelismar felt their blood run cold at the broken,. 

accents and dolorous cries they heard. It is the 

wretched Euphrosyne, said Nicander. Imme

diately a wom,rn appeared in long mourning gar

ments, with disordered hair, pale cheeks, and 

bathed in tears ; she was supported by two slaves, 

ar:J seemed scarcely able to drag her slow steps 

along; the august and affecting picture of a grief 

so profound made her nJtural beauty more strik

ing, more 1rajestic ; and her shrieks, her lament

able gro~ns, wert uttered in an accent so penetrat

ing anLi so real, that it was impossible to hear 

them, anLl not at once ftt.1 astonishment, terrour, 

~nd the most heart-rending pity. 

' Th~ patriarch and his attendants soon after 
arrived. 'fhe corpse was taken up, and a funeral 

<lirge began. Afttr passing through the village, 
;md proceeding less than a mile into the country, 
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they came to ~ .·u spread with cypress-
trees, tombs, anu .,, .' •~~1ral c,)Jumns. 

Euphrosyne shritkeJ, anJ hid her f-tce in her 
veil, as soon as she percei ve<l at a distance the se
pulcbre·prepare<l for her brother. They came 
at last to the grave: the procession stopped ; the 
patriarch pronouncecl the burial service, kissed 
the dead, anJ retired. 

Euphrosyne then, raising up her veil, came sud
denly forward, ancl fell upon her knees by the side 
of the coffin. 

Oh, my brother! cried she, recei\·e the last 
farewell of thy unhappy sister: Oh, my clear, my 
a:ffeftionate friend ! do I then look upon thee for 
the last time ?-:t\Iy brother !-Is this my bro
ther ?-Abs! yes, here arc his features still; but, 
oh, insupportable thought! while I bathe him 
wnh my tears, while I call him, while my heart 
1s torn with despair, his countenance sill preserves 
the same unalterable gloom, the same mournful 
tranquillity-Oh dreadful silence !-it is the 
s1!ence of dc:arh-my brother is but a shadow; it 
~s his image only Euphrosyne kisses-V{hat then, 
have I for ever lost thee !-Shall I never see thee 
more ?-Never !-never !-No-I cannot sub
mit to this-this eternal-this horrible separa
t10n. No, I will not suffer the han<l of cruelty 
to toor thee from my arms, and plunge thee 'in 
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the tomb--Stop, barbarian, stop ! forbear to dig 
his grave-pity my grief, or dread my despair! 

The patriarch again advanced to take away 
the body. Euphrosyne sent forth a dreadful 
shriek; her slaves flew to her assistance, and, in 
spite of her struggles, held her at some distance 
from the grave, while she, quite beside herself, 
rent her garments, and tore up her hair by the 
roots to scatter on the coffin. 

Her tears then suddenly ceased : motionless 
and stupid, her eyes were fixed upon the coffin 
-:s they were lowering it into the tomb. But 
when she saw them place the marble over it, by 
which it was to be for ever hidden, she shook 
fearfully, and shrunk back. Oh God! cried she 
-Is it then done? 

So saying, the colour left her lips, her eyes 
dosed, and she fell sel)seless into the arms of her 
sl.!ves. They bore her away from the tomb; 
and, as soon as she came to herself, her friends 
and relations, according to custom, conveyed her 
home. 

To get to the house, it was necessary she 
should cross the garden; here, as soon as she 
entered, she met the old slave Zaphiri, holding 
in one hand a hoe, and in the other a lv:1tcring-. 
pot; she looked, and shuddered; it was the oc
cupation of the deceased ; she ran towards the 

VOL. II. K 



194: TALES or THE CASTLE. 

slave: What art thou doing, Zaphiri? cried 

ihe. 
Alas! I .am tending the flowers my master 

loved so much. 

l\1iserable old man, said she, seizing the hoe, 

thy master is no more ! this place must be ever

more the place of sorrow, of desolation ; let all 

that embellishes it die ; be its pleasures annihilat

ed ; open the nets ; giYe liberty to those birds, 

whose warbling and mirth distract my heart; 

and these fl.ower.s, nurtured by my brother1s hand, 

let them perish with him. 

So saying, Euprosyne wildly and rapidly ran, 

cutting down and trampling on all the :flowen in 

her path ( 4,7 ). 

This affecting scene made a strong impression 

on the heart of Alphonso. Tell me, said he to 

Thclismar, when they were at home, how does it 

happen, that ideas so opposite may be the result 

of the same feelings ? "\Vhy c.locs this old man 

delight to cultivate the flowers of his master, 

while Euphro;yne, on the contrary, finds a kind 

of consolation in their destrucl:ion ? 

\Vhich of these two actions do you prefer? 

asked Thelismar in return. 

That of the old man appeared most natural, 

2nd yet the other moved me more. 

Common feelings produce only common effccl:s, 

while a deep sensibility naturally begets extraor-
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t:Unary ideas and aclions : thus, for example, if 
the woman who has interested us so much, if 
Euphrosyne had reason, taste, and discernment, 
as well as such strong passions, and she were then 
to write, her works would certainly possess ori
ginality, energy, feeling, and truth. 

An<l is it not the poc;session of these qualities 
which constitutes genius? 

U n<loubtec.lly ! If genius did not originate in 
the soul) woulcl it be a gift so precious, so desir
able, o.· could it so powerfully excite envy ? 

Thelismar and Alphonso passe<l some few more 
days at Buyuk-Dairai; after which they took 
lca\·e of Nic.mder :1nd his amiable family, quit
ted Greece, and entered Asia by Natalia. They 
staid a little while at Ba :dad•:, and Bussarah t, and 
stoppeJ at the isLmd of Baharen, in the Persian 
Gulf, where they saw the famous pearl-fish
ery ( lJ).. 'I'hencc they departed by sea for the 
ki11g<lom of \.'"i:;,1pour. 

During this ,·oyage, Thelism.1.1: and Alphonso 
were one evening walkinz the dee!-, and convers
ing on t 11e wonders of naLurt.:. I think at pre
s1..:11t, ~.1id Alphvnso, I know th~:n all. 

• b :• ,1{!, d i ;:, g-r~ · .t city, on the 1.:a<tern borders of the Ti◄ 
gri ; it wa~ t.1k. n b / the 'I urh:- in I (1$3. 

t Bu u•a:1. is a .ine city, 1 clow th.:- confl..icnc~ of the Tigri. 
anc! tl.e Eupl rate ; t!,c Turks L:. ·c bL:C m.:st~rs of it evi;r 
!-in c 1 GG8; it ~~ :.?':!0 milcs frow llagd,,d. 

;,! 
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Dear Alphonso, since you are so learned, re

plied Thelismar, explain the meaning of the 

phrenomenon which at this moment appe:1rs; 

look this way on yonder waves. 

Alphonso went to Thelismar, and, looking as 

directed, beheld the vessel encircled by fire, to 

which the total darkness of the night gave an 

additional brilliancy ; the surface of the sea was 

entirely covered· with small sparkling stars, and 

every wave, as it broke, cast forth a shining 

light. 
The wake of the vessel was of a luminous 

silver white, interspersed with dazzling azure 

sparks ( 49 ). 
I confess, sai<l Alphonso, this is a glorious 

sight, and absolutely new to me. 

- Come, let us go to bed, replied Thelismar; 

and should you happen to awake in the night, I 

am persuaded you will make some solitary re

flections on that presumption, which is but too 

natural to you, and which persuades you of the 

extent of your knowledge, when every d;ly proves 

the contrary. 
Alphonso made no reply but embraced Thelis-

mar, and went to bed. 

Scarcely had he been asleep half an hour, be

fore the1·e was a noise in his cabin that awakened 

him: he had put out his light, and was frighten

ed at opening his eyes, by perceiving fire on the 
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partition opposite his bed; he rose hastily, and 
his surprise increased at beholding, in large legi .. 
ble letters of fire, these words written upon the 
boards: 

Learned Alphonso, your terrour is ill founded, thii 
.fire bu1·ns not ( 50 ). 

Ashamed and astonished, Alphonso put his 
hand upon these fiery characrers, and felt no 
heat. 0 Thelism:1r ! cried he, what surprises 
me the most is, that you have the art to render 
the lessons which wound self-love agreeable. 
I'helismar immediately appeared, with a light in 
his hand, smiling ; and, after having explained 
to him the nature of this seeming fire, retired, 
and Alphonso once more went to sleep. 

It is also time that we should go to sleep, inter
rupted the Baroness; for the evening has been 
much longer than usual. 

The next evening Madame de Clemire again 
continued her history of Alphonso. 

Our travellers being arri\'e<l at Visapour, vi
sited the diamond mines ( 51 ), and afterward 
went to the court of the great mogul. Thelis .. 
mar, haviRg obtained an audience of the emperor, 
was permitted with Alphonso to see the palace. 
They passed through many apartments, and found 
in all of them beautiful women, in magnificent 
habits, armed with lances, who formed the in-

c 3. 
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terior guard of the palace. They came to a vast 
and splendid h::ill, hung with gold brocade, where 
the monarch was sitting on a throne of mother 
of pearl, entirely co\'ered with rubies and eme
ralds; .four columns, all bespread with (!iamonds, 
!>Upportecl a canopy of silver, embroidered with 
sapphires, and ornamented with festoons and 
knots of pearls; a sqperb trophy, composed of 
the emperor's anns, his quiver, bow

1 
and sabre, 

g<lrnished "·ith jewels, and connected by ,1 ch~in 
of top:-izcs and diamonds, was suspended to one 
of the columns; the emperor himself was clad in 
cloth of gold, and in the centre of his turban \\·,1s 

;1 di;1mond of prodigious brightness, so br be that 
it extended :ilmost O\'er his whole forehead: Ya

rious rows of fine pearl formed his bracdc~:, :rnd 
collar; and an infinity of precious stones, of va
rious colours, enriched his girdle :rncl his bus
kins: before him was a tab:c of massive go!..1, :rnd 
all the great lards cf Lis court, in most smnptn
ous robes, were standing ranged round his thrnuc. 

Thelismar presented to him several mathema
tical instruments, of which, by means of an inter-
preter, he explained the use. The emperor , 
seemed pleased with the presents and convers;i
tion of Thelismar ; told him it was his birth day; 
that the whole empire celebrated the fcsfrr;:iJ, 

-and invited Alphonso and Thelismar to spend the 
cvenmg in hi_s palace. 
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Evening came; wine was brought in vases of 

rock crystal ; every body was seated ; fruits were 

served in plates of gold : the musicians entered, 

and the hall soon resounded with cymbals and 

trumpets. 

-Tte emperor filled a goblet of wine, and 

sent it to rI'helismar ; the goblet was of gold, 

enriched with the tourguoisc:, the emerald, and 

the ruLy. \Vhen he .ha<l dru~k, the emperor 

desired him to keep the cup as a mark of h~3 

' friendship. 

\Vhen the repast was almost ended, two large 

basins of rubies were brought the emperor, 

which he threw among the courtiers, who all 

-serambled for them. Soon after, two other 

basins were brought foll of gold and silver al

monds, which were thrown, and snatched with. 
the same avidity. 

Thelismar and Alphonso, as you may well 

suppose, sat still, ash::uncd of, and contemning, the 

covetousness and meanness of the mogul lords. 

The. emperor also distributed pieces of gold

stuff and rich girdles to several of the musicians 

and some of the courtiers; after which the drink

ing began. Thelismar and Alphonso were the 

only people who renviined sober; the emperor, 

unable to sit upright, hung his head and fell 
asleep, and then every body retired. 

1'.4 
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When Alphonso and Thelismar were alone, 
Thelismar said to Alphonso, \Vhat do you think 
of this court ? 

I think, replied Alphonso, he is the richest and 
most magnificent sovereign upon earth. 

And the happiest and most respectable likewise. 
I know not whether he be happy, for 1 know 

not whether he be loved, and whether his reign 
be peaceable and glorious: but I corJfess there is 
nothing fmgttst in his person ; nothing that 1:n. 
forces reverence. There is not a single I)rincc in 
Europe, who hns so little the air of majesty. 

Anc.l yet there is no European SOY"rcign, who 
may be any way compared to him for pomp 
and show. Gold, pearls) diamonds, and all the 
Asiatk ostentation, do not therefore of thcm
sel-ves impress any real respect. \\That must w~ 
think then of those friYolous Europeans, who 
affix so great and imaginary a value 0::1 these 
shining trifles ? I wish the Enroj?2an "vor.1en, 
who are richest in such possessions, and ·who ,!fC 

sometimes properly enough, by way of <.krision, 
called queens of diamonds, I wish they could be 
transported hiLher for twenty-four hours. "\Yhat 
,-vould one of them say at seeing herself totally 
surpassed in such bright baubles by the Yery 
slaves of the emperor's wives ? 

For my' part, answered Alphonso, blushing a 
little, I shall no more mention the diamonds th~~ 
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my father lost during the earthquake at Lisbon • 
.Dut pray tell me how it happens, that the great 
lords of this court, who seem so rich, are yet 
so covetous ? How meanly did they hustle one 
another for the gold and jewels the emperoL· 
threw! 

Their whole emulation is that of being more 
superbly dressed than others; they only seek to 
distinguish themselves by silly outside show; and 
you see how much this kind of vanity, carried 
to excess, can make men capable of the most de
grading c1cts. But to return to the emperor: 
you say you are ignorant whether he be happy; 
can you suppose a monarch so ignorant, so de
b:1'ieJ, happy? 

If he be good, he may be beloved. 
"\Ve do not love ,vhom we despise. Ought he 

not, for the good of his people, to be \\'ell in
formed, just, and estimable ? Besides, this mo
narch has no subjects : they are only slaves, and 
he iii a despot : he exercises a tyrannical power 
outwardly, while he is inwardly tormented by 
all the fears and tarours, which ever were the 
just punishments of tyrants. The homage paid 
him is forced; and, while adulation ofr~rs him 
incense, hatred is secretly conspiring his destruc
tion ; his iife is passed in suspicion, or the pu
nishment of traitors; he is in continual fear of 

r 5 
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all that approach him ; and, to complete his mi

sery, his very children are suspected. 

The next day, Thelismar and Alphonso went 

early to the palace ; the mogul was then at war 

with the sovereign of Decan, and was going to 

visit the camp where his troops were assembled. 

His wives were mounted on elephants, that wait

ed at their doors; Thelismar counted eighty of 

these animals, all pompously equipped; the lit

tle towers they carried were plated with gold, 

embellished with mother of pearl : the same me-

tal too formed the bars of their grated windows ; _ I 
a canopy of cloth of silver, ,vith tass.els hung 

with rubies, covered each tower. 

The emperor was carried in a palanquin of 

gold and 111other of pearl, set with pearls and 

precious stones : many other palanquins f~llowed 

that of the emperor; and a vast number of 
trumpets, drums, and other instruments, mixed 
among a crowd of officers, richly clotheJ, who 
carried rich canopies and timbrdlas of brocaded 

gold, hung with pearls, :·ubies, and diamonds, 

led the procession. 
Our travellers, after having :1dmired the splen

dour of his camp, quitted the court of the great 

mogul (5S), and went to the kingdom of Siam. 
IIere -they saw the famous white elephant, so 
mnch revered in India: his apa:'tment is mag-

11ificent, he is served kneeling, an<l in vessels of 
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gold*. " These attentions," says an illustriou 

philosophert, " these res peers, these offerings, 

":Batter him, but do not corrupt; he has not 

" therefore a human soul ; and this should be 
" sufficient to demonstrate it to the Indians." 

There was now but one part of the world un

known to our travellers, America, for which they 

embarked, and came to California; thence they 

went to Mexico ; and, as they were on their 

route to the town of Tlascala, Thelismar, look;.. 

ing at his watch, stopped his carriage and 

alighted-telling his servants to wait, and care .. 

fully look to the horses; for, added he, night 
will sudden] y overtake us. 

How ! said Alphonso, laughing, night ? Not 
so suddenly, for it is only noon. 

Thelismar made no reply, but, seeking the 
shade, turned tOivanl some trees at a little dis

tance. Alphonso, as he followed, pei--ceived an 
animal, the extraordinary figure of which raised 

his attention ; it was nineteen or twenty inches 

long, without 1·eck:oning the tail, which was at 

least twelve, and scaly like a • serpent; its ears 

were like those of the small owl, and its haii· 
erelt: . 

.. Thcv have the same res1Jccl: for wLit'e elephants at Laos 
, ' . 

l'cgn, &c. 

t :\,I. ck Bnlfon. 
KG 
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The animal stood still, and Alphonso wished 
to examine it; he observed it was \Yaiting for its 
young, which were running towards it; as they 
came up, it put them one after another into a 
bag or pouch beneath its belly, then ran towards 
the trees. 

Desirous of observing so singular an animal 
nearer, and finding that it coul<l not run fast, 
Alphonso pursued it; he had just overtaken it 
when it came to the foot of a tree, up \Yhich it 
ran with surprising agility, seized the end of one 
of its highest branches with its tail, twisted it 
round, an<l there remained suspended, apparent
ly motionless ( 53 ). 

Alphonso was, going to mount the tree, when 
he heard on every side of him a loud crackling, 
which, redoubling} seemed like the discharge of 
artillery ; at the same instant he was covered 
with an innumerable multirude of small black 
grains, darted on him from all parts ( 54-). He 
hastily drew back, and hid his eyes with his 
hands, which were considerably hurt by the 
grains that had struck them. The pain was so 
great that ht: was obliged to keep them shut for 
some minutes; at last he opened them, but no 
sooner had he done so than he cried out, 0 
I-leaven, I ?.m blind! 0 Thclismar ! 0 Dalinda ! 
I shall never see you more.-Thelismar ! Thelis ... 
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mar ! where are you ?-Do not abandon the un

happy Alphonso. 
As he said this, he heard pretty near him a 

burst of laughter, and knew it was the voice of 

Thelismar. What then, continued he, does 

Thelismar insult my misery ? No; it is not 

possible. 

He then recollected that Thelismar, when he 
got out of his can:iage, had told his servants that 

night approached : he began therefore to take 

courage, and doubt the truth of his blindness; 

notwithstanding the midnight darkness that sur

rounded him, he followed the sound of The

lismar's voice, till he found and seized him in his 
arms. 

I cannot at present, said Thelismar, serve 
you as a guide, Alphonso, for I am· as blind as 

you are. 

Thanks be to Heaven, replied Alphonso, that I 
am acquitted for the fright only; I find, now, 

that the cause of my fear is nothing but an 

eclipse of the sun; but I <lid not thinlc that 

eclipses ever produced such total darkness; or can 

I perceive by ,'l:hat art you could foretel, with 

so much precision, the exact moment of this 
phcenomenon. 

While Alphonso was speaking, the sun, once 

more beginning to appear, dissipated the fearful 

&>bscurity that had blackened every object; the· 
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profound silence, the midi •ight calm
1 

soon ceased, 
and natur~ seemed to revive; the birds, with 
fresh animation, thinking they sang the return 
of Aurora, gave notice, by their loud and lively 
warblings, of the birth of day ( 53). 

Thelismar and Alphonso now regained their 
carriage ; and the eclipse, the animal, and the 
strange artillery, furnished our travellers with 
subjects for conversation, which ,vere not ex
hausted when they arrived at Tbscala. 

Quitting l\Icxico, Thelismar and Alphonso 
embarked for St. Domingo : here Alphonso £at
tcrec.l himself he should find a letter from his fa
ther; he was mistakc·1, b:it he recciH·d news 
from Portugal, thO,\;h such as g.1ve him· great 
affiic1:ion. 

He learned, th~t don Ramirez had not re
turned to Portugal ; that the public opinion was 
totalIY, changec.l concerning his being again taken 
into favour and sent on an embassy; most peo
ple even supposed him exiled, but were totally 
ignorant to what part of the world he was re
tired. 

T'his intelligence overwhelmed Alphonso \Yith 
grief: uncertain now of what might be his 
father's fate, his remorse became m01!e keen than 
ever. 

Thelismar came to seek him just as he ,vas in 
the midst of these melancholy thoughts. I come 
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to tell you, said Thelismar, you will see Dalinda 

much sooner than you hoped ; she is at Paris 

with her mother ; thev will wait for us there : , 

tomorrow ,ve will depart for Surinam, thence we 

will embark for France, whither we shall go di

rectly. But in the mean time, ad<led Thelismar, 

before you see DalinJa, I will show you a pre

sent I h,1,,'e just received from her. Here, open 

this-do you recollect that form ? 

Heavens ! cried l1.lphonso, it is the portrait of 

Dalinda-! \Vhat a wonderful picture ! What 

a striking likeness ! How perfect 1s the painter's 

art! 
This picture will interest you still more) 

when YOU know it is the wod~ of Dalinda her-
" 

self. 
Dalincb."'! Has she then every talent as well as 

e,,cry charm ! 0 permit me once more to look · 

on this precious pain ting.-Y es; behold her an

gelic features; look, there is her enchanting 

smilt'. How happy, Thclismar, are you in the 

possession of S"..1ch a trc:isure ! 

And yet I desire anot ha picture of her ; I 

would have her paint herself once more, but 

with her husband by her side; and when, Al

phonso, she shall give me that, I promise you 

~hall have this. 

Alphonso only replied by tenderly pressing the 
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hands of Thelismar, and watering them with his 
tears. 

Far from feeling a joy pure and unmixed, he 
looked upon it as his indispensable duty to re
turn to Portugal, hoping there to find some sort 
of information concerning his father; he was 
unalterclbl y determined, to declare his resolution 
of going thither to Thelismar ; but this resolu
tion was too painful, not to cause the most vio
lent agitations in his mine.I. 

He hc.1d never had the courage to confess a 
fault, for v:hich he justly and bitterly reproach-, 

ed himself; he wanted the po\\'er t.J tell so dear 
a friend he had left Spai.1 cbnJestinely, without 
his father's consent; and this first dissimubtion 
had obliged him to disguise the truth in a thou
sand other instances: at last, hm\ ever, he firmly 
purposed to expiate all his wrongs by his sinceri
ty,,, ithout reserve, and, if necessary, by the most 
painful sacrifices; and in this disposition left 
Saint Domingo. They arri\·cd. at Surinam 'Ii: 

about dusk, and were struck by a very brilliant 
spectacle at their first entering that country. 
The coast seemed covered v;ith an infinity of 
chandeliers, ·hung without order at unequal dis
tances. Thelismar and Alphonso were admiring 

* Surinam is a Dutch colony, about i 5 miles in extent, 
.along the river of Surinam, in Guiana. 
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this agreeable illumination, when they perceived 
many of the lights were in motion, and advanc
ing toward them. 

A moment after, they plainly distinguished 
eight or ten men who walked nimbly, though 
they seemed covered with small lighted candles ; 
some on their bonnets, some on their shoes, and 
some in their hands. This vision greatly sur
prised Alphonso, who wanted to come near these 
men; but they passed hastily by, and, ,is Alphon
so di<l not understand the l.rnguagc of his guides, 
he could not satisfy his curiosity. 

,vhen they came to the house where they were 
to lodge, they were shown into a p1·etty chamber, 
is clear as day ; but, as Alphonso remarked th:1t 
the lights were placed in two small glass bnterns, 
he wish.::d to see them nearer : he the11 disco\'Cr
cd with astonishment, they \,'ere nothing but 
green flies, of a bright emcralt.i colour, which gave 
all this li6bt. 

".Ye ban~ now an explanation of the thing we 
wanted, said Thclismar: the trees being in a. 
conic form, are covered with these flies, and re .. 
semble, at a distance, girandoles and chandeliers 
hung in the air ; ihe men we met had fastened 
these shining insects on their bonnets and feet, 
an<l carried them in glass tubes in their hands. 

The very same evening Alphonso learnt these 
beautiful flies were more than one way useful.. 
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When he was in bed, they were taken from their· 

little lantunsJ and let fly about the room, in 

which he w;is informed they would kill the gnats, 

which might otherwise disturb his rest ( 56). 

Alphonso, however, a prey to inward grief 

and chagrin, could not close his eyes the whole 

night ; he rose before day-break, determined 

no longer to defer opening his heart to Thelis

mar, but to inform him of all his faults and all 
his sorrows. • 

He went to walk upon the seashore till The

lismar should rise, and, after staying a consider

able time, sat down at the foot of a tree, where 

he fell ic1 to a vague and painful reverie ; presently 

his eyes became hcaYy, he beg:m to dose, and in 

a few moments was asleep. He ,\·:is awakcnc<l 

by a piercing and sorrowful cry, and, opening 

his eyes, saw himself in the arms of Thelis1'nar, 

,vh.o was biaring him away. 

Alphonso endeavoured to speak, but could 

only utter some broken and plaintive sounds; 

pale and faint, he could not support himself, he 

wanted even the power of thought. Thelismar 

laid him down on the grass, ran toward the sea, 

filled his hat with salt water, and made Al

phonso drink it ; after which, vvith the help of 

some servants, he raised and took him home. 

Alphonso came to himself by degrees. "\.Vhere 

am I? said he, as he felt his strength returning~-

ti 
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0 my son, saicl Thelisrnar, have I not spoken 

to you of this fatal tree? Have I not told you, 
that to sleep beneath its pc:rfidious shade is to 
die (57)? 

It is true, cried Alphonso v.<th a languishing 
i.-oice: I recolkcl: it now. 

Providence be praised, yon are out of danger; 
but had not my fears for you brought me where 

you lay the very instant they c!i.JJ I should hav6 
lost you, Alp.10nso. 

And do you weep for me, ny father ? For 

me ! 0 most a-fle[tionate of friends ! best of benP

facl:ors ! Wherefore have you m-:tc!:ed me fro!n 
the arms of <lcath ? I Ind then bec~1 regretted by 
vou. Thelismar, while weening for the misera-, ' ~ 

ble Alphonso, would then ha,::e been ignorant of 
his worst crrours. 

"\Vhat do you mean, Alphonso ? 
I am O\'erpowcrcd by your fa-;·ours, peGetrated 

by yom· bounties; my a'fr'cct::on fo~· yon is the 

reigning sentiment of my heart; and yet I am 

the most unfortunate of men. 

Heavens! \Vhich wav? How? 
J 

A single word, Thelismar, may make you 
judge of my situation! I cannot follow you to 
France. 

And why not? 

Sacrc<l. duty dictates my return to Portugal. 
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Oh! that by this painful sacrihce I could expiate: 
my fault! 

"½.,.hat fearful remorse is it, that OYerwhelms 
you ?-But-no-thou art incapable of wicked
ness: speak, be confident, open thy heart to 
thy fritnd. 

Alphonso shed tears of gratitude and joy at 
hearing this, was silent ~ few moments; then, 
taking cour:1ge, mvncd withont reserve how he 
had <lecc:l,·cd Tl1elismar, when he assured him 
th ~•t don Ramirez approved his trave1s; related 
the circ~mstances of his flight, and pain:ed, in 
the most moving manner, his remorse and unin
terrupte;d iI'-q~1i~t~de concerning the fate of his 
fa the:-. 

"\Vhen he had :finished his recital, Thelismar, 
with a softened heart, looked at him, and said, 
No, I will not abandon thee; I myseif will con
duct thee to Portugal. 

These words ins1)ired Alnhonso with e:r::~itude r ~ 0 

so strong, so passionate, he could only express 
it by falling at the feet of his generous friend. 

Yes, continued Thelismar, we will find this 
unhappy father; I will enjoy the pleasure of giv
ing thee :1gain to his arms : for I dare assure him, 
thou now wilt make him happy. '\Y c shall 
arrive somewhat later in France, but DalinJa will 
see thee reconciled to HeaYen and thvself, ancl , 
honoured with the paternal benediction. Don 
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Ramirez will certainly consent without scruple 

to your union with Dalinda. lVI y fortune is not 

immense, but it is more than sufficient; the ties 

which attached don Ramirez to Portugal are all 
broken ; it will be no difficult thing to engage 

him to regard Sweden as his country, and my 
house as his own. 

This is too much, said Alphonso; 0 Thelis

mar ! let me breathe ; my heart cannot express 

its feeling towards a benefactor such as you; 
gratitude becomes a passion ; words are weak; 

I cannot tell you what I think. 

T'his conversation deiivereJ Alphonso from 

one part of his troubles ; the indulgence and 

tcnJ..::rness of Thelismar assuage<l the bitterness 

of remorse, and gave birth to the sweetest hopes. 

Before they quitted Surinam, Thdismar and 

Alphonso were invited to a fishing party, and 
rose on the day appointed early in the morning. 

In their way to the seaside they crosse<l a marsh 

foll of extraordinary trees ; from their flexible 
branches bundles of fibments hung down, lay 
upon the ground, took root, grew, and formed 
other trees, as beautiful as those to which they 

were united, and of which they were only shoots, 
which again multi~)lied after the same manner; 
insomuch that a single tree might become the 
parent stock of a ,vholc forest. 

But what most surprised Alphonso was, that 
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these trees ,Yere covered with shell-fish-a mul
titude of oysters were £xcd to their br~mches 
(58). 

Thelismar was explaining the cause of these 
singular things, when they arrived on the strand; 
they \\'ent on board; the fishing began, the net 
was thrown, and the haul was a good one. 

Alphonso seeing an exceedingly large fish~ 
very like an eel, went and touched it with a little 
switch th~t he had in his hand ; no sooner had 
he done so than he felt so great a p;iin in his arm 
and hand, tlut be gave a loud cry before he 
could recollect himself. The fishermen all 
beg.in to laugh : a11d Alphonso, piqued and 
astonished, remained motiqt1less a while. 

Recovering hirnsdf, he went again to the fish, 
:mJ said, I do not know how the touching this 
fish can cause so violent a shock ; but I v:ill 
show you, at lc::ist, that, though I may be sm·
priscd, I :1111 not to be intimidated. 

So saying, he stoopeLl down and touched the 
fish with his h:mcl. lk did not cry out this 
time; but he received so terrible a shock, that, 
ifTheEsrnar had not stepped forward, and caught 
him in his arms, he would have fallen ; and was 
so stunned by the violence of the stroke, that he 
~}most lost the use of his senses. 

As soon as he was perfoctl y recovered, I will 
show you, said Thclismar, a still more astoni~h-
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ing effect produced by this fish. Vl e are four

teen people in all, let us form a circle, and each 

hold the other by the hand ; I will stand first, 

and you last ; I will touch the fish with a stick., 

a_nJ, although separated from me by twelve peo

ple, you shall yet feel the same shock as L 

The experiment was made, and confirmed all 
that Thelismar had predicted ( 59 ). 

The clay after this adventure, our travellers 

quitted Surinam and America_. and embarked 

for Portugal. During the voyage, Thelis
mar, in return for the confidence Alphonso 

had placed in him, satisfied a curicsity he had 

1ong entertained. It was inco11cei-rc1ble to Al

phonso how Thclismar should resolve to quit 

h:s countty for four years, and tear himself from 

a far.iily ~o dc;:r to him for so long a time. 

'I ~.tlis1m1r informed him, that his sovereign, 

b..:ing the protccl:o.r of literature and karned men, 

Lad enr,:i~c<l him to nuke this sacrifice ; the 

b~nefactions of my king, continued he, my love 

of science, a111..l the particular delight I take in 

11atural history, have determined me to undertake 

an entcrp1 ise, the fatigues of which my frien<l

:,hi p for you has made me cheerfully support; 

the care of forming your heart and enlightening 

your _mind, :idde<l to the affection with which 

you have inspired me, alone could soften the 

uneasiness and chagrin I have often known, and 
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which are inseparable from the feeling mind, ab
sent from its native home. 

After a favourable voyage our traYellers land
ed in Portugal, where all the information that 
Alphonso could procure relative to don Ramirez 
was very feeble and insufficient. They assured 
him, that his father had not been seen there 
during the last two years; and, after an infinity 
of researches, Alphonso was persuaded don Ra
mirez was either in England or in Russi:i. The 
interests of his family required Thelismar should 
go to England; this Alphonso knew, therefore, 
on quitting Portugal he had the consolation to 
think he should not stay in Fr,mce, but follo\V 
Thelism;ir ~.n<l Dalil1Ja to a land, in which he 
hoped to find his father. 
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!' E:'ERRLD TO BY THE F!UURES 

-IN VOL. II. 

(1) .\. FA:\IOUS florist in Hollanc.l told me he had give~ 
<J300 livres ('265!.) for a root; adding, that he had seen other~ far dearer. :i\1any amateurs will not allow there are more 
than six species of flower.; worthy the care of culti,·ation; these are the hyacinth, the tulip, the amicula. the c,trnation, 
the ranunculus, and the anemony; the Ji:yacinth is •.me of the 
most beautiful, bu.t least ,arious in its colours; it is le;;., con:
mon too than the other. The r,muncttlus is said to haye LL en -brought from Syria during the time oi the c:oisa<les; the a1:-2-
mony was imported from 1\mrric.1 in the last century b_1· 1\I, Ilachelicr ; ai:c.l they, pretend that the hyacinth is a natiYe of 
th" C· pe of Guod Hope ;-the most beautiful hyaciuth is the ophir; it is yellow, with purple spots on the inside. 

(2) The e:1rthqu ... ke v. hich happene<l 111 Sicily, IG9:?-3, the 
}1i~tory of which is gi\·en by :',fr. liartop, Lther Alessandro 
Burgos, and \'in Bonajutus, is one of the most terrible in all history; it hook the whole i~lan<l; and not only that, but?\aplei and .i\falta !.h,,red in the shock. It was of the second kind 
111<.:ntioned by Ari~totle and Pliny, vi7,, a perpendicular pulsa
t'on or c;uc~·es0 ion. It was impossible, said the noble Do.o.a-'\'OL,Ji, 

I. 
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jutus, for any body in this cotintry to keel) on tl1eir legs on 

the <lancing earth; 1uy, t;10sc that lay on the ground were 

tossed from side to s:de as on a rolling billow, and high walls 

le:tped from their foundations se-vcral paces, &c. Phil. Trans. 

No. ~07. The mi,chief it did is amazing; almost all the 

lmild:ng-s in the countr;Lq ''-'( ·-~ th,own down; fifty-four cities 

a,1tl town~, l,r~i~:c a:1 :.il n .. dib'..: numGe,· of villages, were either 

t.<.:~t:,J:,., ,d o:· grc:::! y d.tm,1r,·:l. \\ e shall only instance the 

fate o[ Cat,:ni·t, one of the most fnnous, ancient, ?.!:cl i1ouri h

ing cities in the k:ngtlom, the residence of seYeral rno11arcl,s, 

and a university. Thi5 once t,m1ous, now unluppy, C,ttania, 

to u~e the words of Fa. Burgos, h.1d the 6 reatest share in the 

tragtxly. r .• '...nton. Serrovita, being on his way thither, at 

the d1.,t'll1C.:.! of :1 few miles obscrnd a black cloud, like night, 

hm·Lri1,g over the city, and there aro.,e from the f!10uth 

of :i\Iontn:ibello great spires of flames, "·hich spread all 

around; the ~ea, :ill of a sudden, began to roar and rise in 

bi!lo,vs; and there was a noise, as if ,ill the artillery in the 

world had been al once discharged; the birds flew ;,bo~1t as

tonished; t!1e cattle in the fields ran bellowing, &c. His and 

h1s companion's horses stopped short, trembling, so I hat they 

were forced to alight. They were no sooner off but they 

were lifted from the ground about two p:ilms; when casting 

h:s eyes tov,ard Catania, he, Y1ith am:0.zcment, saw nothing 

hut a thick cloud of .dust in the air. This was the scene of 

cal.1mity; for of the magnificent Catania there was not the 

least footstep to be seen. S. Bonajutus as~ures us, that, of 

18,91'1 inhabitants, IS,000 pe,·isl.~(1 there. The s:lme author, 

from a computation of the inhabitants before and afo:r th~ 

1-.ARTll'lU.\KE, in the seyer:tl cities and towns, finds that 

near G0,000 perished out of 254,900. 

(!3) The greatest part of Lisbon was, in fa~l, destroyed by 

incendiaries; who, during this dreadful disaster, set fire to 

the housef, that they might pillage them with more impl;nity• 
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'The m.fortunate inh:ibitants, who were the victims of this 
·unheard of wickedntss, found relief in the humanity of age,. 
nerous nation. No ~o~mcr were the English informed of thi•, 
t err;ble e::,·.:nt, than they ha5tcncd to send thc;n c,·ery succours 
cf which they stood in need. Tl1is benevolent ad cost the 
Y.:ngliih ~ix millions, but it g:rve them new cl.iinu to the cs• 
teem of all Europe. 

(·1) I fo1d, in an F.nglib11 work, as instrudivc as enter~ 
tai ,1ing, a singular anccd0tc, little known, relative to Ca
tal01:ia. 

" From that period, the emperors, kings of Fr:ince, go~ 
" vernecl Catalonia, by appointiug cm;ats, or Yicc

0
;c1 c.1ts, 

"removable at pleasure, till the g-01ernmcnt wa5 rc,1<lc.n,cl he
" reditary in. the family of Wilfred the Hairy. \Vhctlicr this 
" happened by a concession of Charles the Bald, or by usm·. 
« pation, remains a doubt among the learned. It continued 
"in his posterity for maay generations. This prince having; 
'' been grievously wounded in a battle against the Normans, 
'' received a visit from the emperor, ,vho, dipping his finger 
" in the blood that trickled from the wound, drew four lines 
" down the gilt shield of \Vilfrecl, saying, Earl, be these thy 
-"• armorial ensign. Four pallets, gu1es, on a field, or, remain
" ec.l from that time the coat of arms of Catalonia; and after
" \Varel of Arragon, when Raymund the Fifth married Pc
" tronilb, oniy daughter and heiress of Ramiro the Second

1 
•• king of Arragon."-T,·,1•;e/s tbrouJ,·h Sj' .. :11, in tbr: )'tars l 77 5 
<v,J 177G, hy H enry S-:.1.'inlmrne, E s7. 

(:i) The following is what a French traveller says on the 
subjed of the c;,scades I mention :-

" \Ve arc a~tonishcd, while traversing these thre:.tening 
" rock:. , to meet ddicious valleys and fine verdure, and trec3 
"in the bosom of st.:riiity; to sec natural cascades pre,~)ita~e 

1- ~ 
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" thcmseh-cs from their rude pinnacles, and tc0t1ble the 
"silence which reigns in that asylum, only to ruHler it more 
" i1:tercsting.''-Es.rair s11r l'E1j>ag11,·, tome i. page '}5. 

And here follows ,vh:1t an English traveller says on tlie same 
subj.,c1:- · 

" The greatest hardship here j5 2 ~carcity of water. Ex:
" cept one spring at tl,e p::1 :~:1, :, 1d ;11:uther at the conYent, 
" they ha,·e 110 other than ci~tcrn w;,,er, aml tlwt bad enough. 
"Tliis, in summer, is a terrible incom·enience, and gives the 
" lie to the florid descriptions I have read of the purling 
" streams and beautiful cascades tumbling down on every side 
" from the broken rocks. The want of w:.tter is so great, 
" that neither wolf, bear, or other wild beast, is ever seen on 
" the mountain."-Tr ,,,,,,fs tbrouglJ /::ipai11, by H,my S'ici,,v1,rr:e, 
Esr:. L1J1:h1, ·lto. pagt. .:iO. 

This <p0i:,1tion is striking enough; and, were pains t·1ken to 
compare the .ccounts of tr;n·e!lrrs, I belieYc m:my sur h might 
be found. FDr my :):irt, 1 h:we t:1kcn a lihcrty wh:d, m2ny 
historians !Jaye likewi~:! taken, th,tt of choosing th(' most 
a_g:-ceahlc; lunvevcr, I do not dis.,emble m:,· motives cf pre
fr rence, ;md read:ly ronfc,,, that the n:mw, reputation, and 
works, uf the ..:.nglish tr:ivdlcr, ought to in,pire tl1e grcate~t 
con11dence. 

(!i ) A,m0ng tl·c combats between the Spaniards and the 
:.\Ioors, w , s on.! in which the wm~1en of Tortosa gained great 
.:-enown. Tht•.,· c.xposc<l thcmseln·s on the ramparts of the 
t v:n, a11d plrformetl such prudigious ac1s of valour, that 
Ravmontl Eere;ig-cr, the last count of Barcelona, in tituted .. ... . ' in 1170, the milit,.r>· order of la Hacha, or the Torch. They 
obt.tinc<l m:my other l:onou:-able priYilege,, which now no 
longer exist, except that of taking- the right hancl of the 
men, be their rank wh~t it will, in their marriage ccrc
li'OUH.~. 

The l1istory of Gernnny ;.ffords a similar ,mccdote, In the 
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year laI5, the. ?0l:.>s bes:ege<l the town of ~.'.!:e;,scn, w\ich 
must lnve been tah:n, h::d it not been for the herois;11 of the 
women, who parto:.>.: of all tha.: labJurs of the s:e ~-c The 
e.11peror, Henry II. to perpetuate the memory 0f tEe woraen 
of .:\'.Ieis;en, who had on that occasion shown greatc.r courag-e 
than their husbands, ordained an ann:ve:-sary f-:stiv:d for the 
<leliverance of the town, ant! that the women alone shonlJ go 
in pro::ession to t,se church, as a testi.:nony that i\Ieis;~n owed 
its saftty to them. This procession wa, continued with great 
pomp :"1 t'.1e ~;x.eenth ce;1tury, when the Lmher«:;s 2.hoL~~.;d 
the Ro. :.,n rcligion.-Hist. Gfnlr. d' ,4.t/.•;1Mg11c, b_Y .. -.I •. },:J.on:.5;,y, 
to,nc· n·. 

Du::ng·the war betw2en John I. king of Castile, and John I. 
ki:!g of Portugal, the EngL,h having b.c!s.eged ·va1enc1a, in 
th~ },_;,l_1d,.m o, L.!un, wr.:c:1 ',\';!S thc,1 w1.!i0ut mcu, anJ t!1e 
n0Lili :y !1 vi:1:; all folic·:, f .! the p,i.1ce tv ,he fidd, the L~:ies 
d~fonc.l!:'<l t ',e town, repelku the ;~s,aL,h u •• ,He en::11), Jbr~,~
ed thc:a t ! sallies, c:.'J.C~ ohlig::tl tl1c:'n .:u r<.:t:re. !o~,n, in re
co:np'.:,:,e Li their \'a~:rnr, perm aed thci1~ ro wear ;,. scart of 
g..;kl, anJ granted :."!:n a:l the pri-,:lc:6 :..~ of t!,e ki1igl1t,; of 
the ~c~.rf. Th..: <l:nc.: Jf ttHs orcler 1. t,.ic..:rwin, but n i, ~.1id 
1.0 b..: b ..::ween 188.! and 1..,JJ.-L,:.J'"'"r'eJie, ut tb, .. ~wJ 
E.:11,Ud'E, 

(7) The town-house of Toledo, neat· t½e archbishop's pa
lace, is still admired; the colonnade:, are yery beautiful. On 
one of the walls of the sta'. rca:,e are ::ip,mi~h ,·cr&ts, of which 
the following is a translation: 

" Noble and jutl:ciou,; men of Toledo, k.:ive your passions 
"on this staircase: here leaye love, fear, and coYt:.tou~ncss; 
" forget priYate for public good; and, since God has made 
"you the pillars of this august pabce, remain always firlll, 
" upright, and unsh:ikcn»-Ess,ii,· stll' l'E,p.1g11e, tome i. 

(8) These mountains absolutely dcsert 1 served m:rny ages 
1.3 
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,.~ an 3syfum to robbers and wolves. In Yain had som~ pa• 

t:-:ots pro_?used to grnb :>.nd clear them. Mr. Olavide,> 

however, after ha-ving peopled the deserts of Andalusi~, co

vered the Sierra 1\Iorena with colonists and labourers. G0-

Yernment fr.v,rnred the estabiishmcnt, and it prosp(.re<l; l.n:t, 

.i!Ot·;:it!ist1n<ling the attentions, bencfac!cions, and ;·,neated 

exemptions of goi:crnmcnt, t_here are many di;co;1tented 

spirits among these people; t!1eir complaints, gcntr:.1lly ii!. 

foun.Ld, arc the consequence of r.13n's m:tural inquietudci 

\.;:ho wishrs for case and independence, witho•lt miking use 

<:-f the me •. 11s by wh~C'h they arc procur.:~l.-.Eu,1i1 J,:r J'E;pagn:, 

tome i. 

The ch:ef place b the colony is c;i.'led Drolin~; beth 

the French ancl English tn:vellers h:i.Ye given d,;.rming 

,1r::.r.::-ip~ions of this establishment. Tho~e of the fatter arc 

del~zh:ful. 

(9) in the d::iys of the Mussulmen this mosq.:e wa~.:i •ju::re 

bu:lding, wi,h a flat roof upon arches. It wanted proportion, 

for it was only thirty-five feet h:gh, whae its bre,1.<lth was 

four hundred anu twenty, and its length five lmndred and 

ten. The roof was suppo~te•l l:::· near a thous::.r.d ,:~.lumi,s 

;:ccording to some .,ce,mm,s, and by sc:cn har.d red :~;;l'l ~c

,.enty-cight according to others. The mo -:;:;e hz ! t\:u ty

four g~.tes, an<l four thousand seven lmnl!rcd 1 ~ ,:.,;. wue 

!i;-' ted in it every night, which annually consumed near te;,. 

t!1omancl quarts of oil. 

At present a part of the mosque only exist~, ,vhich is turccd 

into a church with seventeen gates, five hundred and ten fr Et 

long, and tYvO lmn<lrecl and forty broad "-' ; and in one part 

of it stand a vast number of columns, marble, but of va:-iot ~ 

~ The French traveller s:iys, six hundred long, :ind two. 

hundred and fifty broad.-Euaiuur l'Espa:.,;m·, tome i. pare_ q3. 
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gpec1es, io:rrr.ing a vas~ q.;incunx.-Trar.1eL.- Jlrougb ,8pai11, liy 

Hmry S-rui11b11me, Esq. pag-c ~97. 

(10) Gr,mada is situated at the foot of ~ierra NeYacla, 01 

the l\Iou:1tain of Snov:, and is built on two hills on each side 
of the Darro. The Xenil bathes its walls, and these t\\ o ri

vers are formed. from the mdt!ngs of the snows: with which 
the Sierra is always covered.-£.-,..:is sur !'Esf.::g11,. tome i. 

(il) The most ren.arkdile antiquity of Grwada is the 
castle of the Alhambra, an ancient l\Ioorish p:ilace, in the 
centre of Yr:.;c'.1 1:, seen one more modern buii, by Charles V. 

which yet is in ru:c.s, with on:y the wdls rerr:.aining. Its ex:
tent wa,, not great, the better to pr2serve the Moorish palace 
which w.1s destined to be a su:nmer habitation. In the .tU• 
hambr,:. ,\1·e found the rem:•.ins of cxt:·e.me m·,gnificence, co
lonnades of marble, foun~ains, b .. ,so relie,:os, a prodigio\15. 

1wniber of insc:..iptions, &c. A::10;·,g others, the superb 
court, called tne Court of the Lions, is grc:dy admired: th~ 
Genc:-1f is another Moorish p~1.!cc, which con, nunicatcs with 
the l:..lliambr:1. It is built on a grc..tt cleYation, and watered 

from every p?.rt. 'file gardens ;trc in the fr>r:n of an amphi

theatre; the situation is d,anaiug·, and prefi.:r .. blc to that of 
the Alhambra.-Esrnis sur /'E;}cg;; , tun-.c i. 

(12) In the d:tp of Boabdil er Al,r,u Ab<loulah, the last 
ki1sg of Gu·u<l,,, the Abbccc-•, _ \.bel'ccr.ig-::,, J:<.-g-ris, aul 
GomeL-;, ,: _·(? c· <' m i,t prm·erf\:: fr.miiiL., in t11at city; thLy 
fii!cJ 1nost ( f tl,c g:·c .. c e ,1plo1 mc .. ts c1:iuut ccmrt, anJ. ,c 1:-cc
ly a bri!Lmt il.d1icvc, ·u1t in , ar w:1,, he:..rJ of, that w;,-; no~ 
performed by the arm of son1 c knight ,,f thl'tiC four ht,uscs. 
High aboYc the 1cst towered 11,c Abcnccragcs, unequalled iu 
g,1llantry, magnificence, and cl1ivalry. Kone among tLe 
Abcnccragcs was m0rc accomplished, mo:-e distingui~hed, 

thau Albin Hamet1 who, for hi~ gn:at v;isdom and vaio~1r, 
I, -! 
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~tood deservedly foremos~ in the list of the king's fa\·ourite>. 

His power rose to such a pitch, that it excited the most 

,,iolent cm-y in the bre~,st of the Zcgris and Go-1cies, who 

<letermincc: to pull him clo·,vn frcm hie, post of ,uperior er, :. 

ne·1ce. After co:1cert:ng many schu11es fur his <le~truclion, 

none appeared to them more c1t~L'1ual, than one proposed by 

:t consu:mnate vilbin of the 7 €'0·ri faniiy. He seized an op

portr.nity of being alone with the kin,c.:·• "hose charaL'tcr 

·v;;i~, as yet, !!'"2nk and ll~St1$picio~1s: ~~~sr1nini ;in air or' l x

treme ang-:.iish of mind, ht> ob~cr..-ed to the 11rince, how very 

. l. l ~ <l ,, • I • I 
·weak ws com ucr :!ppe.1r:e· to a11 -,\ •,c ,;icn, oy reposing s1:~ 1 

\mbc:ir.<le:.l confidence in, ;m~~ trn :ing his ;ierson with, rill: h 

L·;!itors ::s the Ab.:nceragc,:, who ,vere ·wt 11 kr:c,wn tv be I::,.-. 

rng ~ sch:me for a gener:tl re\·olt, thc·•c:,y to cL,)r:;•~ .\bon 

l:..c!0t:!~h of 1/ ::re nn'l c:·o,'";:·;i.. 4, ""a) •no:~, Le, an .. th~C'c 

r~11_.:1 oi' ½.vr:. >"tr, h~,l .::;c. : i .. li t"" queen i!l v1;.111t0;. '-! dI;ancc ,v;th 

' 11 ·;: II .r'1 =~ Aoc'nc~;-,1._~c, bei,inci tLc lofty cypr csses :n the 

g:,rdcns of t:;.c C(:nera:1:, \Yhencc Hamct b.~.(l :-c~.m:cC: inrn

ler:tiy c:-ow::iccl with a garland of roses. These c:.lurrm:cs 

roused all the fmies of jeah.:sy ir: th.! b:-c:ist of the cre<lulous 

,no:iarch, and the c:cs~r,,clicn of the .-.-1:o]e lineage of A!Jcn

cerage w~s plann(:'d by tLe bloody junto. The p:-incipal 

men of the devoted family ·,\·ere, under some pretence or 

other, sumnoned 01~e by 01:.e to attend the bng in the Ccurt 

of Lions. No sooner was each unhappy ·• i{::im :idzri:tccl 

v:ithin the walls, than he wc:s seized by the Ze6 ris. b.: tu a 

large ::ilabaste;- basin in one of the ;;c.ljoining !n:.'. , r,nt! t:ic:-c 

beheaded. Thirty-six of the noblest of the :-ace h.:<l .. lre::dy 

perished, before the treachery was di=cm•ertcl. A ;"':t"'e be

longing to one of these noblemen, I.a ving low.~ rr, · •!) • t 1 

follow hi~ m~ster in, anc.l to get out ag::m 1msten, cli\'Ultcrl 

the secret of this bloody tramac:1ion. The treason on~·e 

knov:n, all Granada was in an instant up in ar:n;, and many 

de~perate combats ensued, which, by the gre:!t h:tvoc rnac!C' 

among the most v:iliant of its chieftains, brought the ztatc t<J 
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the very brmk of ruin. These tumults being appeased by 
the wisdom of l\1usa, a bastard brother of the ki11g, a grand 
council w:1s held, in which Abou Abdoulah declared his 1·ea
sons for the punishment inflided on the Abencerag-es, 'IJiz. 
their conspiracy, and the adultery of the queen. He th~n 
solemn! y pronounced her su1tence, wl,ich was, to be burnt 
alive, if, within thirty days, she <lid not produce fuur knights, 
to defend her cau:;e against the four accusers. Ti1-.. t1ueeu':; 
relations were upon the poi11 t of drawing their scn 1i,ars in 
the audience chamLer, and reset, ·ng hl:r frum the d.m6 er that 
threatened her; but their fury wa, cheeked 63 the doquence 
of :;\'Ius:t, \vho observ('d to them, they might by violence ~:..ve 
the life of the sultana, but hy no means dear her reput«ti0n 
in the eyes of tl.c world, which would cer ainly look upoa 
that cause as unjust, which refu~ld to s .1bmit to tl,e custoni:try 
trial. The queen was immediately simt up in the tower of~ .,
mares. 1\Ian v Gran:1oine warriorb \, e:·e ambitio:.is of ha ,·;:

1
o-~ 
0 the honour of exposing their lives in her q:rarrd, but 1.01,e 

were so happy a~ to proye the ol.Jjcd of her clioi<:e. :Sl.c l. ·!<l 
Ct•ncei,·e<l so J,igh an idea of the Christians, from t!it v:dv,r 
she h:td seen them display in a great tournamu1t L.:tly l1t'd 
at Cranad~, and the tre 1chery of the. Zc~-ris J-;Jk<l htr v. Jih .,u 
clL,pic·dJle ;m opinion of i\loorish hon0,1r, that shew,~ Je,er
mined to rest her defence upon the g:dhntr/ oftl1I' 'ip:,11;,1

1 knig!1ts.. In hopes of rou-;ing their nvbk spirits to :tdion, she 
dispatched a trusty messenger with a I. tter to dun Juan de Ch;i
con, lord of Carrh,1gena, entn::uing- him to espou,e 1:er cat'<c; 
and, like a true knight, bring with him three brave warriors tu 
stand her friend~ on the day appointed. Ch,!con returned for 
ai.swer, that he set too high a price upon that honour, no to 
be puncl:ual to the hour of trial. The fatal day arr,Yed, al1d all 
Gr;inada was buried in the deepest affiicl:ion, to find that their 
beloved queen had been so remi~s as not to ha, e named one of 
lier <lcfender,. M .1s;, , .Azan1ue, and Almoradi, the judges of 
the comb 1 , pressed hc-r, in Yain, to accept of their rn ords, or 

Li 



.KO TES TO VOL. 11. 

those of several other warriors willing to assert the justness of 

her cause. The sultana, relying on the Sp:::n:sh faith, persisted 

in her refusal; upon ,vhich the judges conducted her down 

from the Alhambra to a scaffold in the great s(111are, hung with 

black, wheFe they seated thems<::lYcs on ene side. At the sight 

of this beauty in <listress, the whole place resounded with loud 

cries and lamentations; and it ,vas· with dii11culty that the 

spectators could be restrained from attacking her enemies, and 

rescuing her by main force. Scarce were the judges se:>.ted, 

when twenty trumpets announced the approach of the four 

accusers, who adv:rncccl armed cap-a~pie, mounted on the 

finest coursers of An<lalusia. o,•er their armotlF they wore 

loose vests, with plumes and s.ashes of a tctwny colour. On 

their shields were painted two bloody swords, and these 

words-For tbe truth we draw tbdm !~All the·r kinsmen and ad• 

]1crents accompanied them to their posts ,.vithin the lists. In 

vain did the cro,vd cast a longing eye toward the gate, th··ough

which the champions of injured innocence were to "'nter i 

none appeared, from eight in the morning till two in the af

ternonn. The sul tana's cour;!ge began to fail her; and when 

fom ,•al1ant ::\1oors presented themselves to sue for the h0110ur

(lf drrwing- their swords to ,·indicate lier innocence, ~he pro

:r;niscd to trust her life in their hands, if, withi11- two hotirs, the 

perrnns she ex peeled should not appe,!r. At tli~t instant a 

grc«t noise was heard, and four Turkish horsemen came· 

prancing i:1to the square. One of them addressed the judges, 

requesting the favour .of spe:tking to the queen; which being 

granted, he knel t down, and told her aloud, that he and his

(',nnpanions were Turks, come to Spain with the design of try

ing their sncngth :i.gainst i..lw heroes of Ferdinand's army; but 

that; hearing of this solemn trial, they had char.gecl their re

s(1l11tion, and were now arrived at Granada to devote their 

first es~.?Y of arms in Spain to her i;ervice, and hoped she 

~.,,,.111lcl app•·ove of them for her champions. As he 1,pokei he 
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let fall into her lap the letter she had written to don Juan; 

by the sight of which she discovered this feigned Turk to be 

no other than the lord of Carthagena, who Lad brought ·with 

him, as companions in this dangerous conflicr, the duke of 

Arcos, don Alonzo de Aguilar, and don Fe1dinand de Cordo

,•a. The queen accepted of their proposal; and the jt,dge,, 

having solemnly declared her choice, gave orders for the 

charge to sound. The onset was fierce, and the fight long

cloubtful. At length don Juan o-verthrew l\,fahandin Gomc1, 

and the duke slew Ali Hamet Zegri; Mahandon Gomcl fell 

by the sword of Aguilar; and last of all, the arch traitor, Mo

hammed Zegri, disabled by repeated wounds, and fainting 

with the loss of blood, sunk at the feet of don Ferdinand; who, 

setting his knee on the infidel's breast, and holding his dagger 

to his throat, summoned him to confess the truth, or die that 

lnstant. " Thon needest not add another wound," said Mo

hammed, "for the last will prove sufficient to rid the world of 

" st,ch a monster. Know then, that to revenge myself of the 

" Abencerages, I invented the lie, that caused their clestruc

" tion, and the persecution of the sultana; whom I here de

" clarc free frnm all stain or reproach ·whatsoever, and with 

" my dying breath implore her forg-ivencs~." The judges 

came down to receive this deposition of the expiring Zegri, 

and it was afterward announced to the people, who expressed 

their joy by the lot,dest acclamations. The day endea in frs

tivity and rejoicing. The queen \V:ls c~: ,1:·tcd u,tck in triumph 

to the palace, where the pc::-iit('nt Auon Abdonl.th fell at her 

feet, and, with floods of tears cnJca-.;oured to atone for !iis 

crin,e, uut to no purpose: for the' queen remained in!lcxiulc, 

:ind retiring to the home of her nearest of kin , refused co have 

any farther intercourse with hi.m. The four knights left 

Granada without discoYcri:16 thcmsehe'i to a11y other person; 

and, soon after, the nu:1!Crons f~iends and adherents o: the 

/l.be.ucerages a 1 :.ndoued tl:e city, and, by tht:ir seccssioo into 

l- G 
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Cast:le or Africa, left Abou Abdoulah dc;;titute of abte ofH
ccrs, and entirely :1.t the mercy of his enemies, who, in the 
course of a few months, dep1, ,·e<l him of hi~ kingdom. 

(l'.3) This globe of fire \nts a meteor, 211<l simibr appcar
:mccs have been observed in the remotest ages. It ,vas this 
kind of meteor, which formerly spread tcrrour in Rome, and 
Aristotle, Seneca, and Pliny, have described. It ,rn, anciently 
called, and is so still by the vulgar, the flaming swurcl and 
:fiery dragon. 1 have not i1wented any circumstances rehti,·e 
to thi~ ph:enomenon in my tale, as m:iy be sec11 b:r the follow~ ing account : 

" The globe of fire, which was the subject of tf1e }.'.I(,1:,ir,· 
"of l\I. le Roy, was observed the 17th of July, l 771, :!.bout 
" half past ten in the evening.-Thcre su<ldculy appeared, in 
« the north-west, a fire, like a great falling st:1.r, which, aug
" mcnti110· ~is it approached, soon took the form of a globe, 
'' that a'·terw.1rd had :1 tail. This globe, having traversed a 
"p<1rt of the heave1J3, became slower in its motion, and took 
"the fm·m of the Prince Rupert's drop, "·lien it emitted a very 
" powerful l'.;ht; its he:..d appeared envclopetl in sparks of 
" 1,rc, and its tail, edged with n:d, exhibited all the colours of 
" tl•c ninhow. At length it bu est, ~heckling a v:i~t number of " luminous particles li'...:c the stars in fireworks. 

"The 12th of November, I7Gl, 1\-I. le Barond s A<lretz,about 
41 twc miles from Yille Franclie, in Be:1ujolois, saw a hrig-ht 
"globe oi fire, which seemed S\\ iftly falling, and incrPasing in · 
"si7C ;-sit fdl. A train of fire marked its track; after it had 
'trave.scd nearly an eighth of the horizon, ir seemed as large 

•• a, an exceeding large tun, cuthorizontaily in two.-It turned 
" upside down, and out of it came a prodigious quantity of 
"' flaming sparks, like the largest of those ~een in fireworks. 

" In the town of Beaune, this meteor ga, c a light C'} ual to " t ,at of noon-day. 

" The Sd of November, 1777, at half past nine 11'1 the eYrn• 
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H ino· a vcn extraor<linarv meteor ·was sec:1 ~t Sarfat ~- : the o> , J 

'' hcan~ns bLcamc so light, that day seemed again going to 
" break. A highly luminous globe of fire appeared, from 
'' which issued large sparks, like artificial stars, and the cirde 
" by which it was surrounded was formed of different coloured 
" rays.-\,Then this enormous globe was about six fathom~ 
"high, two species of ,olcano came from it, which took the 
" form of two large rainbows, one of which lost itself toward 
" the north, and the other tow.u-d the south.''-D1c:io;111i1ire dn 
.Llf rveillcs de /,i 1'vaftlre, tome ii. 

(l-1) It must be rcmem~ered that Alphonso's shoes ,vere 
naih:d, and that his staff haJ an iron ferrule. 

"The ancients, says 1\1. de Bom;ire, knew the loacbtone 
'' would ,ittraa: iron; and if Plin1· ma;· be belieYed, ir was 
" found ,mt by a shepherd, who felt that the nails of hi~ ,hoes, 
'' and the ferrule of his st,tfl~ stud:: to a rock of load5tone on:r 
"which he pa,,ed; but they knew not its polar direction." 

Alphonso, full of ignorance and remorse, and already 
terrified ac the meteor he had seen, feeling himself fixed to 
the rock, believed it proceeded from the ,vrath of HeaYen, 
as a punishment for his flight. This idea redoul,le<l his 
tt:rrour, rcnder~d him motionless, and aitled the c,1'c:Ccs of 
n.1tnre. 

" The loadstone is ferruginou~, and is found in iron
,: :nines; its colour varies v,:ith the country"· here it is found; 
" it h.,s fi,·c rcmarLtble properties: 1. That of attrading 
" iron, c;tll::d Attracito11. 2. That of transn:itting its virtue 
" -Ccmm~1:icatic11. :,. That of tur,1ing toward the p oles 
" of the ea,th--Pd.:, .=,), ·l. Its deviation from the true clircc
" tion of the poles, c,,lletl Vin1 .. tion. 5. Its <lipping as it ap
" proachcs either polc-L1clinatio11 or D~'J. .Ali these singular 
" prope.t1es, the effeL'1:s of the nature of the loadstone, are 
" procruccd by some general property hitherto unkno·wn. It 

) 

small tc,vn in Pcri,gord, 2i0 miles from Paris. 
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"is supposed there is a kind of atmo-;phe:re roun<l the lo:i<l
" stone, which forms an ac'1:ive vortex, and is sensibly ,b
" cove.red by its contrary effeL'1:s, the on.:? of attra..:1:ing, the 
'' other of repeliing, iron. The attracting force of the load
" stone, just taken from the mine, is not great, for which rea
" son it is obliged to be armed to augment its power. 

"Among the curiosities of the EngJi,,h Royal Society, j3 a 
"loadstone weighing sixty pounds, which does not lift weight 
"in proportion to its size, Lut v,hich attrac'ts a needle at nine 
'' fret distance. L' H;,-fuire d. l'/lcad/mie &s Scie;;,e, speaks of a 
" loadstone, ,·d1ich weighed ek,·en ounces, and raised t\Yenty

" eight rounds of iron; that is to say, more than forty times 
"its wei~ht." Dia. d'Hist. 1.V:t. pa,· Jll[. de Bomt1re. 1\'Lig
netism is the g-encral name for the di1Tercnt qualities c,f the 
loadstone. I have placed the ach·entures of the loatlstone rock 
in Sp,,in, because it wc,uld haYe the' most effect in the fir~t mo
ments of .Alphonso's flight; a1~d there is , :6::ient probal.ii
lity for a talc: like this, 111 ;:;o doing, since, in fact"\:, the Cilvirom 
of Lox;i ,ue full of rocks, a11d Sp..1in cvntains man) mines. 

( I 5) " The p:-eten<le<l rain of bLood happens only during a 
•' storm, ,nd n:ore especially in summer. It is not astonishing, 
" that tLe :nost part of insects which feed on trees are swept 
" <>ff by ,..,,; nds and torn in pieces, so that in fal1ing they seem 
'' blooc~y, ;;n<l it rains the blood ofinseccs."-.Dicl. d'Hist. Nat. 

par 7\f. ,.'· Bomare, au mot Pluie. 

I confess this explanation d0es not satisfy me; for, were it 
only necessary, to produce this ph:.enomenon, to ha•;e a high 
wind or rain in the months of July er August, every period 
mmt have seen it rain blood more than once; which they 
certainly have not seen. 

" TLe waters of the lake of Zurich, in 1703, says Iv'f. de 
., Boma:-c, suddenly became red like blood; and, on cxami
., na,ion, it was found to proceed from currents of bitu~ 
" minous ,vatcrs, full of red ochre, ,vhich currents fell into 
" the lake. 
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" There is also what they call sulphur-rain, which 1s so 
" name<l from yellow grains, that seem to fall from the clouds 
" mingled with the water. This is nothing but the yellow dust 
" from yarious species of plants in bloom, which is the cause 
" of this pretended sulphur-rain, that so frequent! y falls in the 
" neighbourhood of mountains. This ph:Enomenon oftca 
" lnppens at Bourdeaux in the month of April, when the pine 
" is in fluwcr."-Dicr. d' ]list . .LVat. p,1r 111". ,-!c IJomare. 

(IG) Quitting Loxa, travellers cros:; :\fount Orespecla; 
and in the neighbourhood of Archidona, a city built in the 
very midst of rocks, on the frontier of Andalusia, is seen la 

Penu. d.: los Enamorados (The Lovers' Rock), a rock which this 
tngic ,itlventure has rendered famous. .A young French 
knight v1as made prisoner by the IVIoors, when they were in 
pos~ession of Granada. The ]\foorish king gave him his 
liberty, heaped favours upon him, and ret:,ined l1im at his 
court. Ii; return, the Frenchman seduced the king\ da,1gh
lt!r, aad prevailed on her to flee s.zcretly from l:er·LtLer's: 
p:ihice. 'l hey ma<le their escape in the night; but I-k .. ven 
1rnrsi1ed an ungrateful and Yile ra-:i~11er, and a criminal and 
11nnatural daughter. .At daybreak they s:rw a comp;!ny of 
11Icors in pursuit of tliem, and the) clambered up a prodi
giously high rnck. 'i hey were soon surrmmckd; and, torn 
h:, remorse, ::-ed11ced to despai;:, the: flung- themselves from the 
~un,.nit of the precipice; ·which still bears the name of the 
Lovers' Rock.-Essais mr!'E:,t;ague, tome i. page 225. 

(17) A poison knovm to some hor<les of savages, moun
taineers of Peru, was brought to Europe in 17·16, by l'vI. de 
la Conchrnine, \Yhich was most subtle and mortal. Its effect 
is so prompt, that monkeys or parrots, pricked to the quick 
by small arrows, which the savages shoot from Sarba canLE, 
immediately drop. M. de Reaumur ha,1 a bear of two years 

l<l, whi.ch becoming mischievous he determined to k.i!L 



The l'lfo-:.1 of thc po;,;0 11 ,yas tr.<'Li on tlii.~ anim,tl; t11c point 
of a dart, pr<>p"r to ,hoot fro .. 1 , ::,,,rl.Ja cane, v,a,; stet•p~d in 
it, a!1- th.: ti:.:·!!' recein·-1 th::. fir:;t <l trt ~d,u-,c the sliou,J,,:r, 
but without being apparently wounded; a S,;C0;1cl v,-c,s d10t, 
and tl1e anim:.il made a bound, wa, coavulsc,!, trem:.il.::d, foam
e<l,and fell dead in about a minute and a halt. It nust be re
marked, that the monkeys and parrots kiikJ by th:s poison, 
which are eaten in Peru without any pn:cauti.in, contrad no 
pernicious quality. Suga· is the most certain antidote to this 
powerful venom, and, gi vcn to dogs and cats, :i quarter of an 
hour before they have been wounded, ha, prcv<.nted all it; 
effects. 

This note was given the author by a person, who was a 
witness of the above experiments. 

(18) Every body knows this experiment in ele,'1:ricity •;,. , 
:first made by Doctor Franklin. 

(19) The key was electrified. 

(~O) " In the year 1 7.33, when Lisbon ~uffered so much, the 
" Azore Isbnds were wonderfully agitated. In the Island of 
•• St George, twelve leagues from Angra, the earth shook so 
" violently, that most of the inhabitants were buried in the 
" ruins of their houses. The terrour of those ·who survi\·ed 
" wa . .1ext morning redoubled, when they saw eighteen is
" lands nt.:wly risen from the sea. On the other side a shock 
" was felt, which threw portions of earth into the sea. On 
" one of these was a house, surrounded by trees, the iuhahi
" t :,nts of \.Yhich did not, till the next morning, perceive the 
•· change of pl:ice."-D,ci'. d'Hist. Nat. par M. d( Buman, au 11:oJ 
T, em6l<!m,11t de Terre. 

· (~l) " This is vulgarly called the Dragon-tree, and, by 
•· bot:rnitits, is divided iuto four s!1ecie., That of the Canary 



NOTES TO VOL. II. 2SS 

" Islands resembles the pine, at a distance. Its fruit is round, 
Has large as fine pease, yellow, and a little acid. Its trunk> 
" which is rugged, opens in many places, and sheds, during 
" the dog-days, a liquor like blood, which condenses to a red 
'' drop, soft at first, but afterward dry, and np.-.ble of being 
" reduced to powder. This is the clragon"s blood of the 
1< shops. " Then an incision is made in the trunk of one of 
" these trees the liquor begins to run."-.ivI. de Bomare, au 111Jt 

Sa 1g de Dr.;gon. 

(2:..!.) c, . \ water-spout, i:; on! y ..i t hick c' o;i<l, c0mprcssE:d an :a 
•• rdu.:cct to a 5,:1.dl Bpnci:.: hy ::o:itrary :m<l l.ppo~i:.g- wind:i,. 
11 wh. ch m1;cti,,r;, g:vc the c:lut.cl the form 6f a c1 iincric,,J 
" \'!hir! ·,•.-in<l, a:1-l thus occasion the water to fall all at once 
" under this cylinJrical form. The qua:1tity of water is so 
'' grc:!t, and the fall so sudden, that if it happen on a ship at 
" ~ca it sinks it instantly. In tl1e month of July, l 7 65, a cl.1p 
" of thunder beat down a cloud, in Bavaria, which direc'te<l 
u itself perpendicularly, and formed a kind of watcr-spou:. 
'' Pas,ii1g over a pond, it drew up all the water, raised it a 
" :! prodigious height, and aftcrv:ard dispersed it wit:1 such 
'· force, th:lt it resembled a thick smoke. The cloud over
,, turned in its passage several houses and trees. 

" Another singular phxnomenon happcnc<l near the Baltic, 
" on the 17th of August, 17 50. This was a column of water, 
" attached to a thick cloud, ,vhich the wind carried along fre 
" earth. It attracted every thing it net with, sheaves of 
" corn, b 1shes, and br,mches of trees, rai$ed them about thirty 
•· feet high, twirled them round, and let them fall in smart 
"parcels.-Some say that firing of cannon will break and dis, 
"sipate these water-spout5. 

" There is another species, called typhon, which does not 
" descend from the clouds, but raises water from the sea to 
" the sky. These typhons are caused by subterranean fires~ 
" for the sea is seen to boil on such occasions, and the 

,, 
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"air 1s full of sHlphurecus cxhalations."-.. ilf. de BiJJ1<n ,., 
nu mot Vents. 

In the _jV[/moires de l'Ac,df-wir t!r: S!odhol,,"l, we read that, c,n 
the 17th of August, 17·16, one of these columns was sc.cn 11c:!r 
Nystadt, which attraL'rcd stubble and wheat she:1ves, and Lore 
: i> small bu~hcs l,:· the roots. 

There was another more singnbr in 17'27, at Bezicrs, of 
~,:-r1cthing- :ike a vi0let colour, which took up a qn:mtity o~ 
y-,1, \? ,,:ivc 5h~Jts, tore up t!·ees, ti-ansportc<l a large wali.ut 
tr .. <. Jorty or 11;,y p1ccs, :md marked its route by a wc!l bc;..t_. 
track, on which ,hre;.; co::ichcs might pass a breast; it wns n ~ • 
co:np:1:1icd by a thick s:uoke, and made a noitic like the ro:.:-
.;ng of a troubled sea . 

. Anothc;· appc:ir"d, in the same year, in la Bric, \',• h.;d1, 
p.'.lssing over a ditch, nlle\l it with earth and s\onc~, r n .! 
marked its pass:igc by such kind of furrows as a L r:·uw 1.1igi.t 
rn:1:re. 

. A column of a considerable height was seeen at Carcasso. 
na, in the year 1776. It seemed to descend from a neigh• 
bouring mountain, was of a deep marigold cobur, from the 
bottom half way, "Vhile the rest appeared ir,thmccl. The 
noise of this meteor resembled the hello, u g of a herd of 
oxen. It threw itsell i1:to tlie 1ivcr Aue .._, \,-1.ic·l, it cir:,d • p 
for a considerable space.~Dic?. d.1 ]11:r~•. cl.: J,, ,Y,.!. h •, .. c· ii . 
.:not Trombe. 

(23) In l 7·10, hailstones foll .. • !' om.c as lar_r-0 ;•~ egg~. I,~ 
Thuringia, a province o, 'cnn,:ny, there fell ,,,.:!stone~ i,1 
17:38, as large as geese cg;;s. 

V·dlade assures us, in his description of the Orkney islands, 
that in the month of_ June, 1 GSO, there fell pieces of ice a foot 
thick, during a storm. l\forton observed at Kortlumptc,n, 
in I G93, blades of ice, which fell in a storm, that were two 
inches loag, and one inch thick. Be5i<lc "hich, he observcJ 
spherical grains, an inch in cliameter, in which WC'rc seen iiv:-" 
(li fforent coloured rays, which formed ;i kind of st;ff, 
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ln 1720, hail fell at Crcms, some of the stones of which 
weighed six pounds.-Dia. des .lifer...,, de la Nat, tome i. mot 
Grefe. 

"Hail is a kind of rain condensed an<l crystallized by the 
"cold, as it passes though the m;<ldle region of the air, be
" fore it reaches the earth.-Nicephorus Calistus reports, after 
•• the taking of Rome by Alaric, hailstones ft:11 in many pfaces 
" of eight pounds ,veight. In 82-!, tbere fell, near Au tun in 
" Burgundy, among the h:ii1, pieces of ice, sixteen feet long,. 
" seven wide, and two fu,r thid-::,-In 17:.:S, t!i,:rc were hail
" stones fdl nt Le: .:ester of ii,\. in1.k·ti.--ln tht' hP,~ us storm 
"that happcnc<l in llic:>.nl;', A•ig,1sc, 1-;-.::?, fr:.c krist h:'.il~ 
" stones that fell, accomp,,r,;ntl witl, thuu<le1· :>.ntl 1igh!ning, 
" weighed a pound, ;:me! tLe hr~;c.st eigr.t.-1\'.!«ny uf the 
" stones were forked, pvinte:l, &.-.:."..:-),I. de Ban:.-:,..,, a., v:ot 
Gr;!e. 

(:H) cc E<lcns, an Eng!:sh trnYclkr, rck,es) that }-,-,v:-rig, as 
.. a physician, rendered consit:cr,.b:~ service to the inhab1tants 
" of the Canary Islanch, h<! obtailled of them tb- Eberty to 
"visit the Sepulchral c~,\·erns; a favour they grant to no one, 
'' ::~1•l whi<:h cannot be o:,t-:i..ciJ agai,.st tL::ir w"ll, witl:..01...t 
"life hcinr; exposed to the Q;~.::ttt',.,t d,"1",'Cr. 

" They l: w:.: an extrcnie veneration for the bor.1ics of their 
" ancestors, and the curiosity of str,:ngcrs is to them prof,\• 
•· nation.-These ca'.·cs :ire µlace:s anciently dug out of the 
'' rocks, or formed by n:1t:1rc.-Thc corpse is sewed in goat
" skin:;, with thong-,; of the same, and the 5Cams are so equal 
" and close, as to become very admirable; but what astonisliC's 
" mo~t, is, that the hudics arc a!mo,t all cn~irc; ;.nd in both. 
"sexes arc e<p1ally found the eye.; (clo&ed), the hair, ea;:s, 
,: nose, lips, teeth, :md beard. 

" One day, when the autbo;· of this account w.1s tr.king 
" rabbits by a ferret, thi~ little animal, wh:d1 h:id a belt 
':-:.iund its neck,. ,va, lo,t in a l..iu,-row, aud di,:,pper:·ed~ 
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"without their being able to knO\v how. One of die huntc;:; 
•• to whom he belongd, seeking for him in tlie miu~t of 
"rocks and br:imbles, discovered the cntr:incc to a sepulchral 
,; cave of the Guanches. He <le•cendctl, &c. 

" If the account of the oldest of the Guanches m:i.y br be
" lievcd, there was a particular tribe amo:1g their ancestors, 
" Y;ho knew the art of embalming, ancl pn•cHed it as a sa
" cred r:1ptcry.-This tribe composed the pric,thoocl, ,md (1id 
'' not in~cn!::irry with the otl1crs; but after the conllllest of 
"the idand, most of them were destroyed, and thcil' SC't'ret 

'' f,C'ri~hcd with them, Tr,iditi ,11 has only tau~ht us a part 
" of the in6:-c<lit:nts 1:cccssar; to th:tt opcratio:1,"-✓Urif de 
l'Hi.t. Gm, de: Yo;-, tome i. par 1.1. d! la H.zrpe. 

Among :he nncients, the Lgypti,ms most praL'liscd em
c,alming; and some ofthesc bodits bvc bcr.:n preserved ah0ve 
t\rn thous:ind years. In the breast of Ol'!C c,f thue corpses a 
()ranch of rosemary was found scarcely t!:icd. This art has 
only been. known in Europe ch.ring ,he l:.tter ages; former
ly they made deep incisions in th~ cor,i)sc, salted it, and en• 
dosed it in a tr.nnul ox's hidc.-E;.:ychp.!.li~. 

(25) The 1\dan•o11ia, monkey•~ bread, or African calabash 
tree, gro,Ys ill Scn~gal. The m.tivei: call it gooee, and its. 
fruit lwoce. lts 1iropc:r name i~ br'.Clb:tb. Its first uranches, 
which pi·oje{t .:!1110 t !1ori:wnt.illy1 an• commonly 5ixty feet 
long, ar.d its tnink :ibout ~C\'Cnty feet rmmc:; though many 
travellers Jiavc seen th,mi larger. Ray s::ys, th .t Li.tween the 
Niger an<l the Gambia some have been n:, h'•;·ed so mon
~trous, that se,·entceu men, with .:xtendcd arms, scarccry 
could cmbr;ice them. .According to whid1, these trees must 
be about eighty~five feet in circumference, Tl1c baob:!b, adcis 
Jvr. de Bomare, is probably the largc~t of known vcgrt,1bll's; 
thotwh there arc accounts, in the wo. ks of diff:rcll t natura-"' 
li,ts, of well kno,vn trees so prodigious, as to b.:- rc6.oned. 
vegetable monsters. Ray cites the account of tra,·dlcrs w1H.l 
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l1avc , .. L·n a tree in Brazil 120 feet round; ancl trees still 
more 1, _rvdfous :ire mentioned in late histories of Chin:1; 
011c of which is in the province of Suchu, nc:ir the town of 
Kian; it is called fieunich, that is to say, tlic tr::e of a thou
sand years; and it is so vast, that one of ;ts branches only 
will afford shelter to two hunch-eel fhcep. .A.nother trce, in 
the province of Chekianga, is ne .. rly ·lOO feet in circum
ference. 

(2G) There 1s a serpent,- called the serpent of Dame!, 
which is very common in that v:tstc-ly c,>untrJ of Africa. 
The negroes, when bitten, put powder on the wound, :ind 
apply fire; and if this oper,: tion be but :: lit:lc ·,d1ile d<-,c,·
rccl, th .. po:son g:i:11s grm:11d, ;,nd cic:.tt!1 s~Jon f :1lows.-Ti1e 
Serens, a negro nation, c;.~ch :mtl eat ~l ·e:n. ~;, me of tltc:n 
arc fifteen, some twenty feet Ion;;, ;:nd s:x indics in diamet<:r. 
There are some gree11, o.:hcr;; Li.ctLJ{., spot.cu, arnl ~tri~Jed ,vit h 
beauteous colours. 

On the slave coast, in the kingdoms of J uida and Benin, 
all the savages adore a kind of serpent, which they call the 
Fetish. These serpents are very gentle, not venomous, and 
extremely familiar. It is death to kill them. The negroes 
look upon them as ~enevolent deiries, and have particular 
rites for them; though they de$troy, with great care, those 
serpents which are poisonous. 

(27) " The French of fort St. Lewis had a lioness, which 
" they kept chained. The anim:i.l had a disease in the j;nv, 
" that reduced it to extremity ; and the people of t'ie fort, 
" taking off the chains, threw the body into a neighbouring 
" field. In this state it was found by J\tI. Compagnon, author 
" of the journey to Bambuck, as he returned from hunting. 
" The eyes ·were closed, the jaw open, and already swarming 
" with ants. Compagnon took pity on the poor animal, 
"washed the gullet with water, and poured some milk down 



" th!: throat. The eitech o: this sinmle remedy were ,vo11~ . . 
" de:·ft:1. The lioness ,...-as bro;.1_;-ht back to the fort, recover• 

" ed by deg··ecs, but, far frcm fo1·g1..ttin 6 the service done her, 

" tovk such an affe3.ion for her bencfaclor, that she would 

" receive food only from him; a .. J, ,,-hen cured, follov,,ed 

" him about the island, with a cord about her neck, like the 

" most familiar dog. 

" A lion, having escaped from the menagerie of the grc;:t 

" duke of Tuscany, entered the <.:ity of Florence, every where 

cc spreading terrour. Among the fugitives was a woman with 

c, a child in her arms, which she let fall. The lion seized, 

" and seemed ready to devour it; when the mother, tr:rn-

4' sported by the tender affe<.'l:ions of nature, ran back, threw 

"herself before the lion, and by her gestures demanded her 

" child. The r 0:1 looked at her stedfastly; her cries and tears 

'" seemed to ,,ffe..:.1 him ; tiil, at last, he laid the child down 

"without doing it the least inju.y.-~Iisery and despair, 
4' then, ha,;e expressions intelligible to the most s::vage man

«< sters; bnt what j., yet more to be admired, i~ the resistless 

c, and sublime emotion, which can m:ike a mother offer her-

-" self :1 prey to a fcrn<.:ious :rnimal, before which all flee: that 

" loss of reason, so superior to reason'~ self, which can impd 

u a dcspairi:1g woman to rectir to the pity of a beast breath

" ing ody death and carn::ige. This is the instinct ofsupree1e 

" O'fi"f v;hich ahv:ws ,vould 1Jerst!adc itself'it is not possible 
0 , -

" to remain inflexible rn its feelings."-.,gr,~(, <Sc. par JlI. de 

la H,-rp", tome ii. 
"It is yery certain, say, :i\I. de Euflon, that the lion, when 

"t;;kcn youn<;, aad b:·,)\lg-ht np among domestic animab, 

•• 111d.) easily be Lnugl:t to li\·c, and even ph,y }1;::n1~k,;s, 

" among them; that he is .;cntle to his master~, care0 Ee5 them, 

◄ : eS')cciallv in the former p:irt of life; and that, though l1is 
I: , 

c, 11,.tt:ral fc;·ocity may snmetimes break forth, it 5ddom i~ 

~ turned a0";,::1st tho:e who do him good. ,., 
"' 1 ight cite .. nun:ber of particular fac..'l:s, in ,vhich I own• 
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"1 have found some cx:1ggc1 ation; hut which .,.·cs, ffi:::iently
" esubli$hed to prove, 2t lc,tst by iheir unicm, th:tt ]1:s ange!' 
" is noble, his courage magnanimous, •rncl hi~ heart feeling. 
" Oft~n h;:s he been sec.n to d~sd.tin weak enemies, despise 
"their insu1ts, and p~,rdon their oirce,;:ye iiberties. Vlhen re. 
" cluced to captivity, though weary, he :snot peevish; but, on 
" the contrary, becomes habitually gentle, ob"ys his master, 
" caresses the hand that feeds him; sometimes grants life to 
" animals given him as prey, and, as if auaC:1cd to them by 
" this generous acl:, continues afterward the same protection; 
" lives peaceably ,vith them, gives them part of his suhsist
., encc, lets them sometimes lake it ~11, and would rather 
'' suffer hunger than lose the fruit of his firsr benefit.'' 

The circt.:mstanct:s.relaLiYc to tLe ch:is~ of ,he iion are taken 
froml'JA.iJtoir.: dtJ Yop1g.1s. 

(~8) There is a n:.m.u·\able echo near Rosneath, a fine 
country seat in Scotland, situated to the west of a salt-water 
lake that runs into the Clyde, 17 miles below Glasgow. The 
lake is surrounded by hills, some of which are barren rocks, 
others are covered with trees. A good trumpeter, standing 
on a point of land that gives au opening to the water toward 
the north, has played an air, and stopped : the echo repeated 
the air faithfully and distinctly, but not so loud; this echo 
ha-ving ceased, another has done the same, and a third as ex
.:ic'l:ly as the two former, with no difference but that of be
coming more feeble. The same experiment, several times re~ 
peat12d, had still the same success. 

The,·e was formerly in the chftteau de Simonette, a win
dowed wall, whence what was said was ft,rty times repeated. 
Addison and others, who have travelled in Italy, mention an 
echo, which would repeat the report of a pistol fifty-six 
times, even when the air vrns foggy. 

In the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, for the 
year 1692, mention is made of the echo at Genetay, five inik, 
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from Rauen, ,vh:-.L Las this pcculi ir·ty, that the pc.so:1 ,H,d 

sings does not hear the cd10, but his ,·uice o:1ly; and, oa tl:~ 

-contrary, those who listen do not hear the n,cc, but th~ 

echo, but with surprising var:ations; for the echo sc c:ns 

sometimes to approach, :mcl sometimes to retire: sometiP1,;.:; 

the YOice is heard clistinctl y, at others not at all: some hear 

only a single voice, orl-:crs sever;:l; ope hears to the right, 

another to the left, &c.-'fhis ccLo ~till cxis::,, ht,t is not 

what it was, because the environs Jnve been piant..:d with 

trees, which have grcdtly hurt t!ie effed. 

(~9) This bird is called flamingo, or phcenicopte:-us. Th,! 

second name among the Greeks, signified the bird of flaming

wing, because, ·when it flies against the sun, it ;!ppcars like a 

:firebrand. The plumage, when young, is rose-culuured, and 

at ten months old. the colour of fire. " Its be·1k," says 2\I. de 

Buff on, " is of a very extraordinary form, its legs e:xcl ssivdy 

" high, its neck long and ~lender; its body stands higher, 

t< though it is less, than the stork's; an<l its form, son.e\\ hat 

" odd, makes it distingui~hable from that of enry oth1.r 

" fishing bird." 

" This bird is found on the old continent, from tl1e co:ists of 

" the Mediterranean, to the most southern part of .·\f1 ic.1. 

"rlamingoes arc plentifol in the wc·st of Afri,·a, at Angola 

" and Congo; where, out of superstitious re~pcd, tl.e negroe5 

" will not suffer one of them to be killed." 

The flamingo is certainly a bird of pas,a_!:;e, :incl nun.cro is 

at St. Domingo and the Carib bee i,land. ; they fly in ~ociet y, 

and naturally form themselves into:: line, so tl-:at at a certain 

distance they resemble a b:-ick-wall, ancl, somcw!. .. t nParer, 

soldiers arranged in r:ink and file. 1 hey place sentinel~, 

which giYe the alarm by a nry shrill er:, li:~e the sound of a 

trumpet, at which they all take fliz;ht. '1 heir flesh is much 

:\clmi red as food, and ancient epicures were very f nd cf 

their tongue$. 
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(:30) '· 'I'liis bin.1, ullcd Curn!!,.r I11Ji.ator," says Iv! d~ 
l3uffon, " is found in the interior. p:uts of Africa, at sonH! 
« distance from the Cape of Good Hope, and is celebrated for 
" indicating where wild bees' nests may be found; twice a day 
"its shrill cry is he:i.rd sounding cherr cherr; which seems to 
"c,1ll the honey-!rnnters, who answer by a soft whistle, still 
·" approaching. \Vhen it is seen, it flies and h-0vers over a 
"hollow tree, that contaips a nest; and if the hunters do not 
" come, it redoubles its cries, flies back, returns to the tree, 
" and points out the prey in the most striking manner; for
" getting nothing to excite them to profit by the treasure it 
"has discovered, and which probably it could not enjoy 
" wit-liout the aid of man; either because the entrance to the 
".nest is too small, or from other circumstances which the re
" later has not told us. \'Vhilc the honey is procuring, it flies 
" to some distance, interesting-ly observing all that passes, and 

-" waiting- for its part of the spoil; which the hunters never 
" forget to leave, though not enough to satiate thehird, con
,, sequent! y not to destroy hi:; ardour for this kind of ch 1se. 

"This is not the ule ofa t:-avcller, but the -Observation;; of 
" a t enlightencJ n~an, ·who himself assisted at the destruction 
" o many !Jee,,' nests l,etray~d by this little spy, to the Royal 
' S\Jciety of I.on<lon. He prornrcd two of these birJs that 
" had been killed, to the great oJTence of the Hottentots, for 
"in all countries the existence of a useful being is precious." 

M. de Buffon adds, in a note, that the honey-hunter is 
$Ometimcs devoured by wild beasts; whence it has been said, 
that the) and the bird unclcr,tanc.l each ot!ier, and that it 
allure3 their prey.-Hist. ~Y.it. Je; Oi.re.:1.1>:, tome xii. r..:Jit, in -!:?mo. 

(:H)-1\-Tecca i;; a to,•,n of Arabia fclix, about a5 largc as 
::\1ar~c.illcs. The magnificence of ih musque <lra" ~ a prodi
gious concourse of all the Niohammed:.rn ~ecl:s, v..-!10 go thitL'l' 
')11 pilgrimage~. It wa~ the birth-pla.:e of T\Iohammed. 

V(I!.. II, 
M 
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(~'.Z) 11edina is a city of .A:-abia Felix, the name of whidi 

si~nifics in Arabic, a city in general; and here the city, by 

W'lY of excellence; for here it was that 1\Ioh:1nrn1e<l fixed the 

seat of the empire of the l\'lnsmlm::ms, and here he died. It 

was before called Jathreb. In the midst of l\Ie<lina is the L

mous mosque, to which the Iviohammcdans go in pilgrimage; 

and in this mosque arc the tombs of :rviohamme<l, .,\bubel:er, 

nnd Omar. Medina is governed by a sherif, who says he is 

of the race of Mohammed, and who is an independent sove-

""cign.--E11c)'Chpedie. 

(33) Cair_o is the capital of Egypt; sultan Selim took it 

froni the l\Iamalukes,in 1517; since which time it has been 

1mbjecl: to the Turks. Old Cairo is a mile distant from it, on 

the border:; of the Nile; the Copts have a magnificent church 

there "· . 

. (34) The pyramids of Egypt ,vcre built to serve as tombs 

The Egyptians of lower rank, instead 
for their constru\.'.1:ors . .. 
of building pyramid~, dug- caves, in which every day mum-

mies are discovered. E~.ch pyramid ha$ an opening into ,L 

long low passage, which led to a chamber, where the ancient 

Egyptians d_eposited the bodies, for which the pyramids v. ere 

built. Their comtrucl:ion is very regular: each of the three 

remaining large ones i, placed at the head of others, smaller 

and difficult to distinguish, they :ire so much co·1ered with 

tiand. All are built on one sole rock, hi<lclen under white 

i,an<l. 
In all the pyrami.ls there arc deep pits, cut square in the 

l'Ock; on the walls of some are hieroglyphics, cut also in the 

rock. The three principal pyramids known to traveilcrs arc 

about nine miles from Cairo. 

The lar;,,.co. pyramid contains chambers, galleries, &c. 

They who a<:cend on the o_utsidc rest occa~ionallr to take 

" Christians of the sect of Jaco bites, or Monophpitu. 
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b·c:i.th. There is a S(lll::tre chamber, abont half way up, 
·wLich serves only for a resting-place. \Vhen arrived at the 
top, a platform is found, whence a most agreeable landscape 
is seen. Tlus platform is tiixteen_ or seventeen feet scruare, yet 
the pyramid seems to end in a point; the descent, which i~ 
on the outside, must be very dangerous. 

(35) "The island of Thera, in the Archipefago, which is 
"forty miles in circumference, w:1s thrown from the bottom 
" of the tiea by the violence of a volcano, which has since 
" produce.cl six otf1er islands. This Yolcano i.s not yet extin-
• 
H gui,hed, for in 1707 it broke out wjth redoubled fury, and 
" sent forth a new island six miles in circumference. The sea, 

« at that time, appeared greatly a,;-itated, and covered with 
" Jl::t,nes, an<l from it rose, with dreadful noise, several burn
" ing rocks. The earth has been so rent anci torn on these 
~, coatits, that·ye3sels can 110 longer .incl anchorage there. 

" One of the most violent eruptions of Vesuvius (the twenty
" second) happened on the 20th cf I\:fay, 1737: the moun
« ta'.!l vomited, from several mo:it h.,, huge torrents of burn
" iH ::,·, melted, metallic m:itter, ,vhich 0,·erspread the country, 
'' «11d tco'.-:: its course towanl the sea. l\I. de 1\1:ontealegre, 
" who communicated the ac('ount to the Academy at Paris, 
"ub~cn·ed, with horrour, one ,>f these rivers of fire. Its 
" ,:c,nr~e wa,; six er ~even mile\; Lefore it reached the sea; its ' 
" brcac1th was fifty or sixty paces; its depth t,nnty-five or 
'" thirty French p:,lms; and, in certd:n bottoms or v,1llcys, 
•' 1 :.!O, &l·."-Jf. u'.: Bom,ir,·. 

•· The ernptivns of volcanoes are urnally announced by 
" subterranean no:st.s 1;ke t!rnnllcr; by dreadft:l lii~sings, and 
·' interior commot'on,. Eistory infonn; m;, that, dm·ing-'two 
,. en:ption:; of Vc6uvins, the volcano·cast up so g-~cat a qua11" 

" tity l'f .,~hes, th,lt th(;y fkv,· a~ fr.r ,·s F gypt, L;bya, and Syria. 
" In 1600, at Arcquin;1, in Peru, W,l!i an eruption of a nilcann, 
" which co,·ered all the neighbouring- lands, for scYcnty or 
" eighty miles round, ,Y:th caki,1ed 5and :mcl a~hcs, which 

• 
I 
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"lay in some places t-.vo yarcls deep. The bva vomitt•cl by 

r. ~,1ount .rEtna has sometimes formed streams that ran l &,<X.>O 

'' paces. 

" Volc:rnoes often have been known to cast from their en-
• 

" trails boiling water, fish, shells, and other marine bo<lib. 

'' In 1631, during an eruption of Ye;U\·ius, the sea in part 
4

' became dry; it seemed absorbed by the volcano, ·which 

'' soon after overflowed the country with salt water.-Vol-. · 

'' canoes are found in cold as well as hot countries."-Ency

c.'-=jedie, 

(:36) "fhe entrance to the cavern of Policandro (or Poli

c;-ndo) is grand. The bottom is covere1 with congclations, 

wrme<l from drops of water, which distill from the summit, 

hut of a ferruginous nature, pointed, and hard enough to 

~.vound the feet. The ceiling affords various ;md great beau

tits. These congelations, though exceedingly elegant, arc 

not the only ornaments the grotto has received from nature; 

for here is plentifully found a species of iron ore, in the form 

of st.1rs, and ;;l1ining like polished steel. The pieces, in some 

plact.;, h:we a red cast, and are as brilliant as diamonJs. 

In aaother part cf the vault arc seen large masses of roun<l 

bodie•, pernlant like gnpcs, some red, others of a deep black, 

hut perfer.:l:ly bright and shining. 'The gre,1test orm1ment of 

the ceiling consists in the same species of congelation in tlic 

form of crystals; se,·cral are brought to a point, as if pur

posely so fashioned; and, what is more remar~~able, ~omc of 

them are naturally gilded, in ~ s regular a manner as if tl.ey 

had just come from the hands of an able artist.-..1lft1~..,. de la 

p:,11. tome i. 

(3i) l\'ir. S:vinburne, an_excellcnt author already cited, has 

written another very interesting war( entitled Traw!, tl.irou[h 

the Two Sicilies, where I have found a description of the ph:c

nomenon called by the country people F,z!a 1lfo1ga11a; which 

name1 l\1r. Swinburn<: .~ays, is derived from an opinio11, 
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Cbtablishcd amo~g the vulgar, that this spccraclc is produced 
by a fairy, or a magician. The populace are enchanted at 
the sight of the ph::cnomenon, and run through the streets to 
bd10ld and invite others to be~old it, with shouts and accla-
1•1ations of joy. It seldom :ippears at Reggio: lVIr. Swinburne 
<,lid not see it, but says, its causes are learnedly explained by 
Kirchrr, lVIinasi, and other authors. l\1r. Swinburne gives an 
cxa(l: description of it, taken from the account of Father An
gelucci, who was an eye-witness of the phxnomcnon; and :t 
i,; from this description by Father .Angelucci, cited by J\I r, 
Swinburne, that I have made a literal translation, without em
bcl li~hmcnt, for my tale. 

An abstra<.'l of l\tiinasi's account, v,rith observations, and ;i_ 

pbte, are gi\'Cn in Nicholson's Philosophical Journal, 4to. 
vol. i. 

(3R) " I.overs, says Athenzcus, an ancient Grec-k auchor, 
" d~co.·ate with flowers the duors of their mistresses, as they 
" ornament the gates of a temple ; whence, no doubt, the 
" present custom of the Greeks, to adorn their door:s, and 
" those of the persons they love, on the first. of May, is de
" ri\ ed. They sing and , .. :alk befote the houses of their fair 
" mistresses, to draw them to their windows; and such were 
" the galbntries they prac1:ise<l in the days of Horacc.-Tlie 
~' y,nmg maidens dressed their heads ·with natural flowers, 
" ·wi h which the:, made themselves garlands; and the young· 
" ncn, wTio wished to be thought gal.ant, di<l the same."-Vo·.•, 
de: l.i Cr( .. , 3me e 11!. tome i. f,:r ll~. Guy. 

., 

(:HJ) " There was anciently a fe:lst instituted in honour of· 
" Hecate, who had hospitably entertained Theseus, and who 
" had likewise offLI"ed up vidims and ,·o,vs for his vic1:ory and 
" safe return ; hence she obtained her rank among the o-od-• 

0 
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'' In · t G I • l 
1 

anc1en reece, w 1en a stranger :11!'1\'C<, till' ma1t~r 

" of the house took him by the ha:1cl, in tok,n of_co1111drnrr-. 

"and his first duty was to lead him tn the bath, and prr~ent 

" a change of raiment.-.i\.mong the 111olkrns, ,yhen a str:tngr.r 

"arrives, the mastl'r of the home meet,,, ,,•1d C'nbraces him~ 

"th:'n comh:~:l:s him to his most commodious :ipartment, aml 

" intcrrog.ltc:; him concerning his traYels, "hilc the ~Ian;; 

"prepare t! c bath; w:.er-e he h1.<ls l;rtll ;l'1d chtht•;; to 

"' change, ancl tlwse he h,1;; p:it off ,>re t.ikcn by th::: ,l.1,·c,, 

" wa~hc<l, an,l rep,1irc<l, wlule he. ~t,t) ,:'-.11. Gi!ys, tumc i. 

(·10) ":\'o,v, as anciently, the r11r,l' of the rr.:utc:- or 

"mistre1;·, in a.li rc<;pc.c1.abl.:- Grecian home,, i~ comidE.rt·d .. ! 

'' cac oft ·~c 1,,:nily. 0 f til,l, ,1 ,;;oma:1 who had nur,e<l a chitd 

" never c1uitt<.'d it, not even ,\;:tc:- rn:irria~c: and among the 

•· m0dcrm, as \Y{"ll a; the anci<'11~s, the mm,t' i~ gener.J,y J 

"5hvc, pt.rel as.:d ,v!i(u the time 0f ddi,·cry Jr .. w~ nc'lr. 

'· fhc at tJd1ment of nnr. cs to the chil<lrf.n ti1c·y hw<" 

'' sucklt d is so strongly interwon:n with thc.ir mr1 :1ers, that 

" t 1:.c n1Nlern name for nur~~ is p,:rc1ma11..i, a very kind w,~rd, 

" a'J<l c, ca wore cxprc~.sive than the anci1:nt appellation, 

·• siace it s.gnifics se.-v,l mdher. The nurse is :.I ,v,.yr, lcd2·c J 

" in th1; hou5e, wl,en •,he h .. s ,t!c,de<l a cl1i1c!, nu<l, i, om thc.t 

"r10ment, is in a manner incorpor::tc<l in the firni;~--

" Female ~Ltn::s, 1ww, as ,v,·il as anciently, a ·e trc.. tc<l with 

"much ~indnc:=;s :m,l humanity by the Grct:'' ,.nd, aftlr" 

" certain time, arc freed; .,ume a:-e aduptl'U v:h:lc yot!.1:, n .. 1 

"thc,e arc c,ilic<l J),1,J. ',t.i·J iftl,!r .o;.';. 

"TLc n,~.i<l~ and ol:,, c~ w01k, as formerly, at cmh:·oid,,riilg 

" with thdr mi,tre~sc:;, and du all household <lut:1;s. \\'hen 

" thE.ir mi,tr(s•c, go ;:hro:!tl, they foliow :'.5 thry did of old -

" The le_;i.,lator Z.1leuc11s, to rl!r,re,,; the vanity and luxury of 

« hi, ti:ne, ord:,inc:<l tlut nu fr~c, ,,Hn:m should go abroad at, 

" tended by more th:in one. ,!1,1i<!, u,.!. r t
1,,· ~- .1. dr .. r.i.''-J1i, 

G,:yi 1 tome i. 
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(-l.l) " The Grecian ]aJies have always ddighted to adorn 

" themselve:; with jPwels_; they enrich their girdles, necklaces, 

"an<l b:·acelets, w·t11 them; and ·while their heads a~e decked 

" Y:ith the n~n:;t be".uti,ul flowers of the spr:ng, the diamond 

" is se_-n spar k.li!1g bu:de the jess;i.rnine ancl rose : they dress 

"themselves thus when not going abro.,d, or without an in

" tentioa of being seen. 

"These ornaments are only sacrifi,ed to some strong cause 

" for grief.-Almo:;c all the Grecian women forbear to ,vear 

" them in the absence of their hush,mds.-At present, when 

'' they go any distance, unwilling to w,dk through the streets 

" with their jewel,, they have them carried, put them on be

" fore they enter the house they are going to, an<l ta;.,;.e thun 

'' off when they return: this likew;se is a very ancient 

c< custom. 

"The use of t!i.e veil is very old; and now, <'.S formerly, is 

" :rn essential part of dress, by which rank ;s distinguished. 

" The veil of the n,;stress and tl,e maid, the free-woman and 

cc the slave, all are di!forent.-The origin of the veil is attri

" buted by the Greeks to modesty and bashfulness, equally 

" timid. 

" The veil of the Grecian ladies of modern times is muslin 

" fringed with golcl:'-~'IL Guys, tome i. 

( 42) " The repast of the Greeks, however little animated, 

" finished always by songs. The modern lyre of the Greeks 

'' resembles that of Orpheus, according to the description of 

" V:r6 il, and is sometimes nipped with the fi,1gers, and some

" times touched with a bow ~.-The guitar and the lyre are 

" the principal instruments ir~ use among- the modern Greeka. 

'' The ~hepherd plays, indifferently, the bagpipe, the flute, or 

" the lyre."-.Ll:f. Guys, tome i. 

• I cann0t conceize: ow they can play the lyre with a bow. 

;11 4 
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(-13) The modern Greeks have preserved dahccs fo honour 

nfFlora; the wives and maidens of the village ga~her and 

sc:itter flowers, an<l bedeck themselves from head to foot. 

She who leads the dance, mote ornamented than the others, 

represents Flora and the spring, thc> ret1:rn of which .the hym:-:. 

they sing announces; and one cf them sings, 

" Velcome, sweet nymph, goddess of the month of ?vfay.'' 

!n the Gre~ian vil!?gcs, and aP1ong the Bulgari:ms, they ;ti!! 

observe the fca~t of Ceres. \1,'hcn han·est is .1lr-1ost ripe, they 

go <lancing to the: sounci of the I:re, and visit the fielJ;; whence 

th<:;t rct~rn with their hcnch ornamented with wheat-ear.; in

ter ;,.'o\•cn ·,yith the hair. 

I 14)" Embroi<lc:-ing i$ the occnp:ition of the Gn..:i:m ,vo

., r.1cn; to the Greeks v,e o,-ve the art, which i;-; exccc-.lin_;!y 

":mcie:-ot ::mong th-..'m, ::ncl ha., bec;1 carrieci •o th,~ J1ighcst de

" g: e of pcrfc3::,>!l .--1~r.tt-r t i1c l h:·m 1°r <fa Ure ci rn t' rt, 

'' a1d }'f't1 v:iI! s c !,1• •. u~ .. t ~l.-: ,.,inc'oy:s, an,! n" ,,,f-.f:- fur

" nitu. c than a s"fa, a ~h ><t l:11.>id ,, .·h i,-ory, i•1 ,...-!,•.:h :.,e

" 1:t>pt silks and ncedie•, and a :rame fo;· c-;nl.-, idcring. 

'' .\~)ologucs, taies, re m::irr-es, owe ~~lt ir oriri:1 to Greece. 

"The modera Greeks love talcs ;:nd f;.blt~, a;icl k.·:c re

" cciYcd them from the Orientals a!ld Ar.lbs, with 2s much 

" c.1gerncss as tliey for:11erly adoptC'd them fro:.n the E7vp

" tians.-T!1e old women loyc always to rel~.tc, and 1:!'.e 

, '' }0:m:; pique d1e.:-nselvcs.on re;)eating thll,C th:y l: .. n• lt:.,1 .t, 

·· or can make fr0m wch incident, ~:s l_1:,pp,n wid .. rr t!,t.~ 

.. k1~ln-,lcd~c."'-~'\II. C.,yr, tor.·.c i. 

'-15) "The Greeks, at prcs':'r.t, ha\·r not a fixed time fc:- r: <' 

" cckbration of marri~.gcs, like the ancients, :1mo1 g "horn t 1.10 

I 

" ceremony was performed in the month of Ja1~uary. For--

" rncrly the bride was !Jou6l1t hy real scn·ices do.!e the fat!:t r. 

"Th?s was afterw'lrd reduced to presents, and, to this time, 

i, the custom is continued, though the pn S('nts are arbitrary. 

•• The man is not obliged to purch:1sc tl1c womr:n he marn, ·, 
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''but, on the contrary, receives a portion with her equal to 
"her condition. 

" It was on the famous shield of Achilles, that Idomer has 
" described a marriage procession : 

" Here sacred pomp, and genial feast, delight. 
"And solemn dance, and hymeneal rite. 
" Along the streets the new-made bride!> are led, 
" \Vith torches flaming to the nuptial bed: 
" The youthful dancers, in a circle, bound 
"To the soft flute and cittern's silver sound. 
" Through the fair streets the matrons, in a row, 
"Stand in their porches and enj0y the show." 

POPE. 

" The same pomp, procession, and music, are still in use., 
« Dancers, musicians, and singers who chant the epithala
" mium, go before; the bride, loaded with ornaments, her 
" eyes downcast, and he·rself supported by women, or two 
" near relat;on~, walks extremely slow, &.c.-Formerly the 
" bride wore a red or yellow veil; the Armenians do so still. 
" 1 his w:.s to hide the blush of modesty, the fl1lbarrassment 
" anu tears of the young virgin. 

"The bright torch of Hymen is not forgotten among the 
" modern Greeks; it is carried before the.new-married couple 
" into the nuptial chamber, .vhere it burns till it is consumed; 
'' and it would be an ill omen, were it by any accident extin
,, gui:;hed; wherefore it is watched with as much c:ire, as was 
" of old the sacred fire of the Vestals. 

" Arrived at the church, the bride and bridegroom ca.ch 
"wear a crown, which, during the ceremony, the priest 
"ch:i.nges, by giving the crown of the bridegroom to the 
" hride, and that of the bride to the bridegroom; which 
" custom also is clcr.i,·ed from the ancients.-I must not forget 
" an es~enti,\l ceremony, which the Greeks haye preserved; 

M5 
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" this is the rnp of wiHe gi,·en to the bridegroom, in token c,f 

" adoption: it was the symbol of contract and alliance; the 

" bride drank from the same cup, which ifterward passed 

" round to the relations and guests. 

" They d;l:Ilce and sing, still, all night; but the companions 

"of the bride are excluded; they feast among th~mselves, in 

" separate apartments, far from the tumult of the nupti.2ls. 

"The modern Greeks, like the ancirnt, on the nupti,tl d,1y,. 

" decorate their doors with green branches and garlands of 

" flo·wcrs."-M. Gu:;s, tome i. 

M. Guys, the eldest son of him already cited, gives an in

teresting account of a <;}reci:m marri«g~, at wliich he was 

present: 

" The young bride, richly dressed, wearing long tre,ses of 

"threads of gold, :ntenYoven ·with her beautiful hair, after 

s, the manner of the Greeks, descended from her apartment ; 

" she eagerly advanced to kiss her father and mother, who 

"waited to receive her at the head of ten chil<lrcn.-\\'ho 

" :.unoo_g us could behold with cl ry eyes, a tender ancl rcspe..-1-

" able mother unable to detach herself from a daughter whom 

"she pressed in her arms, and whom she blclewl'd with tear~> 

"which an excess of joy and affecrion camed abunda.ntly to 

" flovr on her maternal bosom ?-The father ,vept :ilso; but 

u with eyes rai~e<l to Heaw:n, pronounced, with a firm tom·, 

" a paternal benediction on his d,tughter, and vows for th.: 

"happiness of her and lier husband. At their return, 11ose

" gays, bound ·with threads of golJ, were gi\'en to the young 

A< men, saying, Go you and marry also." 

M. Guys terminat,'S the recital by saying, the bride's mo

ther conducted her daughter into an apartmrnt superbly 

furnished; the tapestry and bed of which, embroidered on a 

ground of white, adorned with be:tUt:ful flowers, were the 

work of this good mother. " She had laboured at tl.em) 

•• privately," adds 1\1. Guys, "for ten year~, witl1out the 

kno~ .. edge cf any one."-)).:[. G.ip, tomt: i:. 



NOTES TO VOL. II. 25! 
(·16) « The Grecian houses are divided into two parts by a 

~" great hall, which takes up the centre and whole width. In 
" this lull they give feasts, and perform all ceremonies that 
"require room, &c."-111". Guys, tome i. 

( 17) « A Grecian woman weeps for the death of her lms
" band, her son, &c. with her female friends, for several days, 
" v ho sing their praises and regrets.-Their manner of 
" sho,ving grief is now, as formerly, by plucking out their 
" hair, and tearing their garments. Fathers and mothers 
" follow their children, when carried to the grave; and the 
• body is now, as of old, washed before it is buried. If it be 
" the corpse of a young virgin, they clothe it in its finest robes

5 "crown it ·with flowers, and the women throw roses and 
" scented water from their windows upon the coffin as it 
" passes. The ancic1lts adorned the dead ·with crowns of 
" flowers, to indicate they hau at length overcome the miseries 
" and ,:exations of hfe.-The funeral repast is not neglected 
" by the modern Greeks; the nearest relation undertakes the 
" charge, and v,ith this tfae ceremony cncls.-Fathers and mo
" tl1ers, in Greece, wear .r:1ou•rning for their children , and 
" this mourning is Yery long; which is also an ancient Grc
" cian custom.-The Greeks have prcscn•ed the usage of 
" dressing the dead in their best clothes, and of carryinr 
"them to the grave with their faces uncovered t-" 

In the same work, by l\'l. Guys, is a letter from l\1adame · 
Chenier to the author t, which first gave me the idea of the 
episode of Euphrosyne. I shali only cite such p:lssages 
from this letter as I ha~e profited by, the rest ha\'ing no re
lation to my episode. 

• They do the s:lme in Italy. 
t The same custom is Obtierved in Italy. 
t Tome i, page 283, 

1rl 6 
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