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ELLEN. 

CHAPTER I. 

"I SHOULD like very much to be a 
teacher, mamma," said Ellen Delville to her 
mother, one morning after she had been say
ing her lesson to the kind parent who in
structed her. 

" Yet I fear, Ellen, you are little aware 
of the duties required in a teacher," returned 
l\lrs. Delville. 

" Ob, yes, mamma, I know I must be a 
woman first, and wear gowns-and-I must 
know a great deal more of my French and 
music, and I must learn to draw and em
broider." 

" Yes, Ellen, and nw1·e than all this." 
" I must read a great deal of history, and 

learn to reflect upon it, and write about it; 
and I must be perfect-quite perfect in my 
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grammar, mamma, and write sensible letters. 
Then, mamma-" 

" Then, Ellen, you will be considered a 
clever young woman ; but if along with these 
accomplishments you have not made other 
attainments, of equal importance at least to 
others, and of infinitely more consequence to 
yourself, you will not be competent to the 
very arduous task you are so willing to 
undertake." 

"I have forgotten to mention geography, 
but of course I meant it should be one of my 
studies, rnamma.,, 

"I suppose so; but the farther acquisitions 
to which I alluded apply to your temper and 
disposition; these are of the highest mo
ment, and they call for daily observation and 
correction : the heart needs a school, as well 
as the understanding." 

"Surely, my dear rnarnma, you do not 
think I am a cross girl like Lucy Petty, 
v,ho is always quarrelling, or else sullen and 
silent?,, 
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THE TEACHER. 5 

"You are not like Lucy, certainly." 
" And I hope I am not passionate - I 

mean not very passionate: I never go into 
a rage like Betsy Burns, and tear my books, 
and scold the maid. Though, to be sure, I 
believe I-am I passionate, mamma ? " 

"Your own conscience is at this moment 
informing you, that although restraint and 
a better education have hitherto prevented 
you from becoming so very degraded as poor 
Betsy, yet you are frequently inclined to be 
very angry on trifling vexations ; to be ve1·y 
sorry for petty grievances ; and foolishly 
to expect in both cases, that every person 
around you should feel as you do." 

Ellen replied only by a conscious sigh; 
her face was overspread with blushes, and, 
looking wistfully tO\vards her mother, she 
appeared at once to acknowledge her error, 
and inquire how she should amend herself. 
To this silent appeal 3.\Irs. Delville replied-

" It is to Almighty assistance, my child, 
that we must all owe the power which con
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6 EL LEN, 

quers the errors of our nature ; you must 
devoutly pray for humility and patience; 
and in the exercises of piety you will doubt
less find help: but it is likewise your duty 
to watch over the first beginnings of passion, 
and check them so early in your own mind, 
that they may not rise to that height ,vhich 
distresses and offends those around you, and 
awakens bitter repentance in yourself." 

"I am always very sorry when I have 
been angry, mamma, even when people have 
done wrong: when brother Tom spoiled my 
baby-house, and I was cross, though it was 
quite natural I should be cross, yet I was 
very sorry m my own mind for what I had 
said to him." 

" I know you ,vere, my dear, for shame 
always follows passion; it is ever the com
panion of guilt, in minrls that are not abso
lutely brutalized by the frequent commission 
of error: it was certainly natural that you 
should be troubled when you saw your bahy
house injured by your brother's carcless11css; 
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but when your anger caused you to utter 
positive falsehoods, to declare that Tom had 
done the injury on purpose, and that-" 

"Oh, mamma, don't repeat what I said 
in a passion; you know how it grieves me!" 

" I was going to show you, that the sense 
of the injustice you committed was the cause 
of the shame you afterwards felt; and a 
very little consideration will prove the folly, 
as well as sin, of giving way to passion : 
it makes the injured party become the in
jurer, whereby they lose all the rights of 
retribution. Had you been calm, Tom (who, 
although careless, is truly affectionate and 
good-natured) would have been very sorry for 
his own conduct, and have become guarded 
against the repetition of an error to v.·hich 
he is subject; bnt your intemperance trans
ferred the sense of injury to him - he felt 
himself unjustly accused, and forgot your 
loss in the pain your punishment inflicted; 
thus you awakened resentment instead of 
repentance, and instead of inspiring affection 



s ELLEN, 

and inculcating virtue, which you might 
have done, you excited anger and disgust 
towards yourself, and neglect and derision 
of your cause." 

Ellen remained in silent rumination for 
some time ; then looking up, with tears in 
her eyes, she said, "Oh, mamma ! how good 
you are in teaching me with so much pa
tience ! I see that I have a great deal to 
learn before I am completely mistress of my
self; but do you think I shall ever be patient 
and mild as you are, and not scold at the 
time I am angry, but speak quietly when 
the time is past to those whom I consider 
faulty?'~ 

" U ndoubtcdly ! if you both pray for Di
vine assistance with sincerity, and watch over 
yourself with vigilance and resolution." 

"Then, perhaps, in time I shall be fit for 
a teacher, mamma ?" 

"You may be fit for one, my love: but 
the task you now covet will be found so very 
arduous, that, I apprehend, long before the 
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THE TEACHER. 9 

time arrives, you will have a very different 
perception of the occupation from that you 
have at present." 

"Oh, no, mamma, I want to be just like 
you, and to teach other little girls as you 
teach me. I hope, mamrna- I hope you 
have a pleasure in teaching me?" 

"I have, my dear, for you are fond of 
learning, and are tolerably quick; but yet 
there are many times when a sense of duty is 
my only inducement to the employ. There 
are times when I am indisposed to this 
species of exertion;- times too when you 
are dull, and others when you are negligent; 
and in these cases teaching is a very irksome 
employment. How much worse would it be 
if I had many children of this description ! 
to which might be added the habitually 
indolent, the obstinate, and ill-natured." 

"But I would not teach them, mamma; 
I could not bear naughty children: I mean 
those who were always naughty, or stupid, 
or foolish." 
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" Yet surely your greatest merit as a 
teacher would consist in softening that which 
was stubborn in some hea1·ts, and inspiring 
industry and application in some minds, 
hitherto careless and ignorant. The end of 
all instruction is improvement; you would 
not be employed to inform the wise, nor to 
amend the goocl, you know." 

" True, mamma; I begin to understand 
you: I suppose teachers are to children the 
same as the clergymen are to grown-up 
people ; and you know the Bible says, our 
Saviour came 'not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance ; ' so, the ·worse children 
are, the more need they have of teachers." 

" Yes, my dear, but even the best call for 
a guide. You know the same blessed book 
informs us, that every creature is prone to 
evil, and cannot approach a God of purity 
but through a :l\Iediator and Redeemer; it 
says also, that 'those who have not the 
spirit of Christ are none of his ; ' and these 
facts clearly point out the necessity there is, 

t I 



THE TEACHER. 11 
that those who profess to teach others, should 
be themselves 'taught of God;' that they 
should be humble, pious, and enlightened, 
as to the essential truths of religion, in the 
first place; and that their accomplishments 
should be considered the superstructure· of 
an excellent foundation, which, however ele
gant or decorative, is yet only secondary to the great design." 

" I fear, mamma, I shall never be good 
enough for a teacher,,, said Ellen after a 
mournful pause. 

"In every situation of life there are claims 
upon our exertions ; and presumption is not 
less blameable than despair: you must, 
therefore, hope and strive to b~ equal to 
those duties your station in life may call for, my Ellen." 

As l\Irs. Delville spoke, the tears rose in 
her eyes : but as she endeavoured to conceal 
them, Ellen, though deeply hurt, had too 
much native delicacy to appear to notice 
them ; she had been a,varc that for some 
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time past her mother had suffered both in 

spirits and in health, but she felt that she 

was too young to be made acquainted with 

the cause, farther than that she knew ]Hrs. 

Delville was not on good terms with her 

mother; and this Ellen justly concluded 

must be a severe affliction to one so affec

tionate and duteous. 
:Mrs. Delville was the daughter of a lady 

who possessed many good qualities, but they 

were alloyed by an uncommon share of fa

mily pride and obstinacy of temper. She 

was left a widow early in life with two 

daughters, the eldest of whom married, agree

ably to her wishes, a neighbouring baronet, 

a man of family and fortune; but he was 

dissipated and worthless, and after involving 

himself in pecuniary embarrassments, he pro

cured a situation in the West Indies, where 

he shortly fell a victim to the yellow fever, 

leaving his widow and infant son to return 

to the protection of l\1rs. Seymour, her 

mother. 
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THE TEACHER, 13 
Before this period, Elinor, the second 

daughter, had formed a predilection for Cap
tain Delville, a young gentleman of prepos
sessing manners and respectable connexions, 
but small fortune. Mrs. Seymour, occupied 
with incessant cares for her eldest daughter, 
suffered this affair to proceed, rather from 
negligence than approbation, until the par
ties had become so attached to each other, 
that when she forbade their union, it ap
peared impossible to yield obedience to a 
command which seemed to them capricious 
and cruel, because it had been delayed until 
their engagement had attained a kind of 
solidity, very distinct from those volatile at
tachments too common to youth. 

l\1rs. Seymour grew more decided the more 
she perceived that the evil had originated in 
herself, and determined to make up in reso
lution what had been deficient on her part in 
attention. All the old people of her acquaint
ance praised her firmness; all the young ones 
lamented her obstinacy; while some of a 

B 
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more conciliating disposition, who loved the 
young lady and respected her mother, en
deavoured to remove the impediments of the 
match, which ~Irs. Seymour declared to con
sist of two causes : in the first place, she dis
approved of Delville's profession, as incom
patible with matrimonial comfort; and in 
the second, as she could give her daughter 
a fine fortune, she expected her to marry a 
person in at least equal circumstances. 

Captain Delville ,vas attached to his pro
fession; but he fondly loved the amiable 
young woman to w horn he bad devoted him
self, and, as it was now a time of profound 
peace, it was possible to leave it ,vith honour; 
be, therefore, after due deliberation, agreed 
to resign it; but this was not the way to im
prove his fortune: of course the other objec
tion remained in full force, especially as ::.Wrs. 
Seymour declared, " that if he engaged in 
any mercantile speculation he would for ever 
forfeit her regard, as she never could bear 
to become the mother of a man in trade." 
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It was in vain that their mutual friends 

descanted on the high character of the British 
merchant, especially when united with the 
honour of a military man, on the one hand, 
or on the other, pointed out the sufferings of 
her eldest daughter, whose union to rank 
and fortune had produced only misery and 
disgrace : the more she suffered on the re
turning Lady Selby's account, the more she 
was disposed to feel the disappointment of 
Elinor's humble choice; and she declared 
positively, that if she married Delville, she 
would never give her either countenance or 
protection, and would leave her without a 
shilling. 

Elinor loved her mother, and her heart was 
naturally so gentle and yielding, that for a 
time she submitted to be governed by her will, 
and forbore all intercourse with the captain ; 
but when she found that her loss had deeply 
affected him, that for her sake he had ac
tually renounced his profession, and that he 
earnestly desired to mairy her, notwithstand-
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mg the malediction which left her portion
less, her affection for him overcame her 
sense of duty and fears for future life, and 
she ventured to marry him as soon as he had 
formed such a connexion in business as ap
peared adequate for their future support, 
hoping that in time her mother would relent. 

For some time l\Ir. Delville's business ,vent 
on very prosperously, under the management 
of his partner, on ,vhose knowledge and con
duct he necessarily depended; but his wife 
saw with great concern that he did not, as he 
ought to have done, remove the continuance 
of that necessity, by applying the powers 
of his own mind to the cultivation of that 
knowledge now so necessary to his welfare. 
He was tenderly attentive to her and his 
children, who consisted of a daughter and a 
son, who was on1y one year younger than 
his sister; the Ellen and Tom to whom we 
have introduced our readers. 

In time the easy carelessness of l\'.fr. Del
ville's manners produced that evil which his 
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THE 'TEACHER. 17 

more provident lady had foreseen; as, when 
his partner, Mr. Dudly, judged it proper for 
their mutual advantage to take a voyage to 
Russia, he attended little to the affairs at 
home, and executed the orders transmitted 
to him so ill, that every employer was of
fended, and his partner highly irritated. 
Del ville would not bear reproof; he felt it 
rather as an officer than a tradesman, and 
resented that as an offence which he ought 
to have accepted as advice; the consequence 
was an abrupt dissolution of partnership, 
and with very scanty materials he commenced 
the voyage of life as a merchant anew, with
out pilot, and almost without hands. 

At this period the character of Mrs. Del
ville assumed a new and more elevated form ; 
hitherto mild, gentle, and engaging, she had 
appeared rather amiable than strong, inter
esting than useful; but she now felt herself 
called upon for peculiar exertion as a mother 
and a wife; and conscious that she possessed 
talents which promised utility, she busied 

B3 
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herself in assisting her husband to arrallge 
his affairs, exami11e his resources, secure bis 
friends, and multiply his connexions. She 
had frequently perceived, ,...,-ith a kind of 
grateful regret, that her society could allure 
him from his counting-house, and she, there
fore, determined for a time to partake it with 
him; a scheme she was the better enabled to 
practise, because her children were arrived 
at a period when they no longer claimed 
her cares as a nurse, yet did not need much 
from her as a governess. Her situation ,vas 
trying and delicate; for she found her hus
band more ignorant of the routine of business 
than she had supposed possible, and gl'iev
ously indolent; yet the very consciousness 
of his unfitness for it rendered him peculiarly 
tenacious of his own authority; so that while 
she conducted everything in fuct, she was 
condemned to affect ignorance, to apply for 
instruction, to praise exertion whid1 never 
existed, and flatter powers it ,..,.as nearlv im-
possible to awaken. 



THE TEACHER, 19 

By degrees this " labour of love," obtained 
its end, and Mr. Delville grew habituated to 
spend a portion of his time in the way his 
duties prescribed; and with the conscious
ness of those attainments habitual attention 
procured, came also a portion of pleasure in 
the use of them, and of pride in the exhibi
tion. l\lrs. Del ville had "borne her facul
ties so meekly," that his self-love had never 
been wounded by their display to any one; 
but he was conscious of her powers, and he 
thought it possible that, with such an assist.
ant at home, he too might take a journey 
with advantage. His lady was of a different 
opinion, but she considered every circum
stance which engaged his mind in its proper 
pursuit of so much consequence, that she 
dared not oppose any scheme connected with 
it, and therefore consented, thereby tying 
herself still more closely to a confinement 
which had already proved prejudicial to her 
health, and threatened to undermine her con
stitution. 
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CHAPTER II. 

NATURALLY generous, open, and unsus
picious - averse from the labour of inquiry 
and the habits of caution, l\Ir. Delville's 
journey was productive only of much per
sonal expense, and eventual injury to his bu
siness : since he accepted orders from every 
one who would give them, he became the 
prey of the designing and unprincipled; 
while his apparent negligence, and the ex
pensive habits he assumed, rendered the up
right, regular tradesman unwilling to trust 
a man of this description with commissions 
that called for punctuality and despatch. 
On his return he was exhilarated with the 
prospects opened to him by an immense ac
cession of business; he increased his domestic 
establishment, engaged a foreign clerk at a 
preposterous salary for the department his 
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wife had so prudently and happily filled, and 
acted in every respect like a man who had 
established the way which leads to riches. 

Mrs. Delville's extreme anxiety and unre
mitting exertion during the absence of her 
husband had so sensibly impaired her health, 
that she was happy to return to those occu
pations more congenial to her wishes and 
engaging to her heart; but after devoting 
herself so long to actual business, she was 
not inclined to the gaiety of dissipation, or 
the vacuity of idleness ; and as soon as she 
found her strength somewhat returned, she 
entered on a task agreeable to her feelings
the education of her children. 

Ellen, the eldest, was a sprightly, sensible 
child ; quick, both in her parts and her tem
per-one of those children who are calculated 
to give much pleasure to ~heir preceptors, 
when properly taught, and much pain when 
neglected or misled. She resembled a luxu
riant plant, that under good training be
comes useful and beautiful, but if suffered 
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to vegetate carelessly, degenerates into a 
cumbersome weed. Tom was a boy of much 
promise, though of inferior capacity ; he was 
possessed of a most excellent temper and dis
position, and though. not so fond of learn
ing as his sister, was by no means deficient 
in intellect, when he applied his mind pro
perly to the object before him; but his over
weening fondness for play, and for the so
ciety of boys of his oi.1,n age, unfitted him 
from being the partner of Ellen's studies. 

Under these circumstances, l\lrs. Delville 
judged it expedient to place Tom at the 
grammar-school in the to\vn where they re
sided; for he was now in his seventh year, 
and called for the cares of a master. To El
len she devoted her powers, which improved 
the more they \Vere exerted : in the diligence 
and talents of her little girl she was fully 
rewarded, more especially as she perceived 
that the errors of her temper abated with the 
expansion of her mind, and that the sensi
bility of her heart was every day rendered 
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more and more subservient to her under
standing, her duty, and affection. 

It was not possible for two children to 
love each other more fondly than Ellen and 
Tom; yet as she was naturally endued with 
that exquisite sense of real or supposed in
jury which is denominated touchiness; and 
Tom with that perfect ease which amounts 
to carelessness, and consists in a negligence 
equally of his own and other people's pro-

' perty and valuables; it was no wonder that 
frequent frays arose between them, which, 
although conducted without much violence, 
because they generally passed in the pre
sence of their mother, were yet objects of 
great attention and importance to her, both 
as they revealed the character, or rather 
seeds of character, in her children, awoke 
her fears for their future welfare, or taught 
her how to amend the conduct and disposition 
of each party, and strengthen their mutual 
affection for each other. She endeavoured 
to render Tom's good temper compatible 
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with his sister's activity of mind, and anxiety 
to attain knowledge: and to her quickness 
and application she sought to unite his 
obliging manners and endearing pliability 
of humour. 

But \Vhile these cares occupied her time, 
they could not prevent her mind from being 
frequently engrossed by fears for the future. 
She had now been married more than eight 
years, and during that period had made many 
fruitless attempts to regain the tenderness 
of her mother, who now bestowed all her 
maternal affection on her widov.ed daughter, 
and her little son, Sir Charles Selby; who, 
although he came to her protection a por
tionless as well as fatherless child, yet being 
almost from his birth a baronet, she consider
ed a person of great importance, and was so 
anxious to restore him to his family estates, 
that she became careful even to covetousness 
in saving money to pay off the mortgages 
upon them, and in la) ing up a fortune for 
her darling, worthy of his title. It was 
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probably in pursuance of this plan, that she 
persisted in refusing the humble solicitations 
of her youngest daughter for forgiveness; 
since she was aware, that if she received her 
into favour, it would naturally be expected 
that she should bestow upon her at least a 
part of the portion she had given so liberally 
in Lady Selby's case. Thus her maternal 
feelings were sacrificed rather to her mean
ness than her obstinacy; although her friends, 
who knew her to be remarkable for the latter 
foible, ascribed her conduct to that alone. 

Lady Selby herself was far from seconding 
her mother in either fault : she had been 
married, when little better than a child, to a 
man who had no other recommendation than 
the apparent splendour of his alliance; that 
quickly vanished, and during the period in 
which she was a wife, she had experienced 
such a variety of suffering from the vicious 
profligacy and unprincipled extravagance of 
her husband, that she was inclined to look 
upon the humbler lot of her sister with envy, 
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rather than contempt. It was generally be
lieved that J\,Ir. Delville was tenderly at
tached to her sister ; that he was a most do
mestic husband, and apparently a thriving 
man in his profession: but even where that 
was doubted, and people gave hints of ap
proaching misfortune, every one spoke kindly 
of him; and therefore Lady Selby felt in
clined towards him as a sister, while for his 
lady she felt all her early affecti0n. But it 
was in vain that she endeavoured to bring 
her mother to consent to any interview ·with 
the proscribed Elinor, and in her endeavours 
she frequently found that she lost more for 
herself than she gained for the offending 
party; since she was frequently reminded 
of her own dependence, and given to under
stand that if she bad not been the mother of 
Sir Charles, she would not have been treated 
with the consideration she now experienced. 

That grandmothers spoil children is almost 
proverbial, though perhaps not justly so, 
since there are doubtless many ladies so situ-
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ated, who faithfully discharge the duties of 
mothers to their offspring; but it will be ge
nerally supposed that Mrs. Seymour was one 
of the indulgent grandmothers. It is, how
ever, only justice to this lady to say, that the 
pride she took in this boy induced her to seek 
for his real good, and that she was anxious 
to procure for him the best possible education, 
although her fondness for him would not 
suffer him to leave her house ; she therefore 
at a proper age sought to find him a tutor. 

At this period Lady Selby had gained an 
indirect method of correspondence with her 
sister, who lived only ten miles distant from 
her mother's mansion ; and she informed her 
how anxious she was to find a proper person 
for her son, whom she described as a boy of 
excellent disposition; saying, that "hitherto 
she had by private admonition counteracted 
those seeds of pride and selfishness which her 
mother had sown in his young mind; and 
she therefore felt extreme solicitude to pro
cure him a tutor who would pursue her de-
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sign, and add his power to hers;" concluding 
with these words,-" This affair is of the 
more importance to me, Elinor, because I 
find my health declining very fast; I have 
never been well since I was in the "\Vest 
Indies, and I feel assured that although my 
decay is very gradual, it is certain : surely, 
my beloved sister, I shall embrace you before 
I depart; but if my mother persists in deny
ing this, remember that my affection was un
changed, and give me a proof of yours by en
deavouring to provide a Christian preceptor 
for my child-that child who may live to be 
a blessing to yow·s, notwithstanding present 
appearances show him only as their rival." 

The more extensive arquaintance with the 
worlci which l\Irs. Delville possessed, than 
her mother and sister, ( who lived for the 
most part in retirement, since the widowhood 
of the latter,) enabled her soon after to hear 
of a young gentleman brought up for the 
church, ,vhose character and acquirements 
SC'emed eminently to fit him for the delicate 
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and arduous office; and she soon after pro
cured him an introduction to her, from a 
quarter ,vhich would be certain to ensure her 
approbation: and so well did the affair turn 
out, that he was engaged at a salary beyond 
his expectation, and treated with the respect 
due to his virtues and his office. On this 
occasion she received a most warm and ten
der letter of thanks from Lady Selby, who 
again adverted to her own weak state, and 
so earnestly wished for an interview ,vith her 
sister, that ]\Irs. Delville, who was exceed
ingly affected by her situation, determined 
to see her, and consulted with her husband 
on the means of accomplishing it unknown 
to her mother, fearing that it would be bit
terly resented as an act of disobedience in 
them both. 

:i\fr. Delville was warm-hearted, but im
prucle11t; he wished immediately to have 
taken his wife to her mother's house, and to 
have demanded an interview with their sister; 
or he proposed to go over, and if Lady Selby 
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was able, he would bring her to his own house, 
" where," said he, "we can nurse her and 
comfort her ourselves; your mother can 
make us no worse than we are." l\lrs. Del
ville shook her head: her duties were at va
riance with each other; her heart was deeply 
wounded; she remained irresolute and silent, 
her husband tenderly awaiting her decision. 

"If I were mamma," said Tom in a whis
per to his sister, " I would go up to the 
house as bold as a lion, and see aunty in spite 
of everybody." 

"And so frighten her to death at once," 
said Ellen. 

" ~ o, that I wouldn't. I would say all I 
could to comfort her and make her '"ell 
again ; and I would kiss cousin Charles for 
once, though I never saw him-that I would." 

"Yes; but don't you think mamma loves 
my aunt better than you or I? She knows 
that if she went in that ,,my, she would make 
grandmamma angry with her sister, now she 
is ill, and that would be very dreadful ; per-
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haps she would send her out of the house 
and deny her forgiveness. vVhen you and I 
have done wrong, how unhappy we are till we 
are forg-iven ; and how dreadful it would be 
for my aunt to die while her mother was 
augry." 

"I did not think of that, to be sure." 
"But you should learn to think, Tom." 
" If you were ill and in distress, Ellen, I 

should run to see you without thinking; and 
so would you run to rne, the same as you did 
when I fell over the garden wall: you ran 
as fast as you could into the street without 
your bonnet, and cried too much more than 
I did, when you saw how I bled." 

"No, Tom, it is a different case; there 
was no need of thinking then. I had nothing 
to do but to run and offer you assistance; 
but if my running might have injured you,
might have shamed you, or in any way have 
increased your pain, my love for you would 
teach me to thinll before I went, even if I 
wanted to go ever so much. In that case it 
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would not have been love, but impatience, 
that made me run. l\Iamma says, that self
control is necessary in everything." 

"I dare say you are right, Ellen; I sup
pose I shall learn that when I learn mathe
matics; but those things don't come natu
rally, you know." 

1Vhile this conversation took place in a 
corner of the room, :;..\Irs. Delville had de
cided on the plan of her intended visit. 
Knowing her sister took a daily airing in the 
environs of her mother's house, she deter
mined to throw herself in the way, as if by 
chance; thus gratifying her sisterly feelings, 
without infringing on the respect due to her 
mother's commands. This scheme succeeded 
to her wishes = the affectionate sisters were 
once more locked in each other's arms; tor
rents of tears flowed from the eyes of each, 
and for a short time ~Irs. Delville forgot 

....., 
the self-command habitual to her, and ,vhich 
told her to restrain those feelings w·hich 
might be injurious to the delicate health of 
her sister. 
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In a few moments she was called to notice 
the situation of the invalid, who appeared 
nearly fainting. On perreiving he1·, she had 
alighted from her mother's carriage to em
brace her sister, and receive an introduction 
to l\tlr. Del ville, w horn she now beheld for 
the first time3 and whom she was prepared 
to love ; she became so ill as to be unable to 
stand, and he therefore carried her in his 
arms to a seat in her mother's grounds, at 
no great distance, towards which she pointed, 
and where her son and his preceptor were 
sitting: the latter respectfully withdrew; 
but the former in extreme alarm hung over 
his mother, looking wistfully by turns at her 
and her conductors. 1\lrs. Delville, even in 
this moment of distress and confusion, thought 
she had rarely beheld a countenance so inge
nuous and amiable as this youth's presented; 
he was now about eleven years old, and ex
hibited all the sensibility and intelligence 
desirable to that period of opening life, when 
affection seems a substitute for knowledge-



34 ELLEN, 

a species of rational instinct that inspires us 
with power to perform our highest duties. 

The consoling voice of her child recalled 
the exhausted powers of the suffering mo
ther; but on opening her eyes she said only, 
" Charles, this lady is your aunt, your dear 
aunt : give her one kiss, and then leave us." 
The boy threw himself on l\1rs. Del ville 's 
neck, the tears sprang to his eyes, and he 
uttered some incoherent inquiries respecting 
his cousins; but on observing his mother look 
anxiously towards him, he sprang away, and 
was quickly out of sight. 

The conversation we first recorded took 
place at the time when l\1rs. Delville was in 
search of a tutor for her sister's son, and ,vas 
in a state of anxiety, both respecting her 
husband's affairs, and her sister's health. 
From the time we now speak of, this fatal 
interview with Lady Selby, may be dated 
the misfortunes of poor Ellen. It was spring, 
and a sudden shower came on while i\irs. 
Dclville remained with her sister: the ex-

Ir 
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treme alarm she experienced, on account of 
the invalid, whom she assisted her husband 
to convey to the carriage, induced a care
lessness as to her own state, that would not 
have occurred at any other time; her mind, 
agitated by the affecting sight of her de
clining sister ; the distant view of her native 
mansion, which she was forbidden to enter; 
and her transient glance of that young rela
tive who had innocently, but as she justly 
feared, effectually usurped the natural rights 
of her own children,-all together absorbed 
her so completely, that she did not perceive 
how much she was herself drenched by the 
shower until she regained the post-chaise 
which waited for them about a mile off. 1\ir. 
Delville was likewise much, though differ
ently, affected by what he had seen; the con
sciousness of his wife's many virtues, and 
bis own proper estimation of them, had long 
ago induced him to condemn the conduct of 
her mother, as vindictive and merciless in 
the extreme. In fact, he thoroughly de-
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spised her, and only repressed his indigna
tion and opinions out of pity for his wife ; 
but on perceiving what appeared to him new 
instances of her cruelty, in the fears of Lady 
Selby, and of her injustice in making Sir 
Charles her apparently sole heir, his mind 
was filled with vexation; and, fully occupied 
with repressing it, he perceived not the pale 
looks and shivering limbs of his suffering 
partner, until they arrived at home. Then, 
indeed, he was exceedingly alarmed, for he 
was a man of ardent feelings, and most ten
derly attached to his wife. He procured the 
best medical assistance immediately, and 
learnt with almost frantic distress, that a 
fever was inevitable. For several days poor 
:Mrs. Delville was considered in immediate 
danger; but at length she struggled through, 
and her happy husband and delighted chil
dren beheld her restored to their prayers. 
But there was still so much of languor and 
lingering disease in her constitution, that 
her less sanguine physician pronounced her 
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recovery to be still incomplete, and recom
mended extreme attention to her health, and 
particular I y to her feelings, as the only means 
to ensure her perfect re-establishment. 

l\'.Ir. Del ville \Vas one of those people who 
in the moment of alarm are ready to call on 
heaven and earth to help the object of their 
solicitude, and sacrifice life itself for their 
assistance; but when danger is removed, have 
no fear of its return, and take little pains to 
guard against it: they can do great things 
for a short time, but have not the quiet firm
ness of patient affection, which calls for a 
train of almost imperceptible kindnesses, ef
fectiYe in time to the highest purposes, but 
ever unobtrusive during their action. Ellen 
was naturally much of her father's disposi
tion; but so wisely and happily had her 
mother's cares been bent to the improvement 
of her mind, that she now showed an attention 
to her, so judicious as well as affectionate, 
eombining so much native energy with ac
quired circumspection, patience, and gentle-

n 
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ness, that she became the chief nurse and 
comfort of her mother during this trying 
period. 

It had been generally supposed, that the 
severe illness of lV.Irs. Delville would have 
been productive of forgiveness and recon
ciliation with her mother; but as it was not, 
several creditors of J\Ir. Delville, who began 
to perceive at this time that he was losing 
money from his connexions abroad, began to 
be pressing with him for payment, and he 
became very much embarrassed. Unfortu
nately, whenever he was pressed for money, 
he repaired to his wife's chamber, either to 
ease his mind by complaining to her, or to 
consult with her on the mode of relieving 
the present exigency: thus she became ac
quainted with all his difficulties, at the very 
time when she was least able either to assist 
him by active services, or bear the pressure 
on her spirits, already weakened by the- fever 
she endured. In a short time she became 
sensible that her weakness tended fast to 

,, 
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mortal decay; but such was her love to her 
husband, that she could not bear to add to 
his present troubles by revealing her belief 
in an event which would be so distressing to 
him, nor even deny him the little consolation 
his conversations with her from time to time 
were able to produce. Conscious that her 
days were numbered, she commended her 
soul earnestly to Him who gave it; yet, ten
derly attached to her family, she neglected 
no possible means of conferring on them 
every good yet in her po·wer to bestow; and 
the conversations she held with Ellen were 
all of a nature tending to strengthen her 
mind, enlighten her in religious truths, and 
confirm her in wise resolutions. She likewise 
wrote to her mother, as from a death-bed, 
humbly and earnestly entreating her counte
nance and support to her children when she 
should be no more; but to her bitter sorrow 
this letter was returned unopened. The 
messenger said, " that Lady Selby was then 
so weak as to be unable to leave her room, 

.. 
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'"here she was constantly attended by her 

mother, who said she insisted upon her ser

vants bringing her no other message or letter 

upon any consideration." 
This cruel renunciation seemed to transfer 

the office of forgiveness from the mother to 

the daughter; and most truly did the dying 

Elinor perform it, not only in her own person, 

but by teaching her children, as far as they 

were able, to love and respect their grand

mother, one whose care of her during infancy, 

and the good qualities she had displayed 

during different periods of her life, she de

lighted to dwell upon; while she threw a veil 

over that part of her conduct which appeared 

unnatural severity in her own case. As, 

however, nearly all hope of future provision 

was at an end for her own children, at least 

till a near view of the grave might soften her 

mother's heart, and induce her to provide for 

them in her will; she took especial pains to 

fortify them for that change in their situation 

in life, to which the present derangement of 

' .. 
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their father's affairs pointed but too faith
fully. She reminded Ellen of the time in 
which she had expressed a wish to become a 
teacher, and earnestly inculcated the necessity 
there was in her to continue her application 
to study, and her self-instruction in those 
points to \vhich she had heretofore called her 
attention. The poor little girl, now approach
ing her eighth year, heard, and registered 
her mother's words deeply in her heart. She 
dreaded a something to \vhich she could not 
give a name, for the idea of parting with 
her mother was too terrible to be admitted. 
Every moment that she did not spend in the 
presence of her beloved parent was passed 
upon her knees ; and so earnest} y had she 
prayed for her recovery, that she could not 
help believing that her prayers must be an
swered. In her sorrows and her petitions 
Tom bore an ample share at times, but his 
more volatile spirits, and his occupations at 
se;hool, exempted him from much of her 
suffori1w. 

b 

D 3 



42 ELLEN, 

Early in autumn the poor children and 

their distracted father wept together over the 

grave of this excellent woman. "\Ve will not 

attempt to depict their sorrows ; those only 

can estimate them who have drunk the same 

cup of affliction; but hard indeed must that 

heart be which does not sympathize with 

grief so affecting. 

CHAPTER III. 

GREAT care and medical skill had enabled 
poor Lady Selby to linger through the sum

mer, but she had kept her room some weeks 
at the time of nirs. Del ville's death. Life 

hung on so slender a thread, a breath of air 

seemed ready to divide it; and the death of 

her sister, incautiously mentioned in her pre
sence, dissolved the feeble hold she held on 

existence; and the very day on which Del

ville and his weeping babes consigned the 
d' 
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remains of one sister to the dust, the other 
died. 

Long prepared for the latter event, l\1rs. 
Seymour directed her whole care to con
soling the poor boy, who thus lost his only 
parent. No preparation can reconcile youth 
to the belief of death; it must be witnessed 
to be known ; and even then how does affec
tion cling to the long-loved form, and fancy 
that a miracle will restore its animation ! -
Though he wept abundantly, yet it was not 
till the day of the funeral that Charles seemed 
to abandon himself to sorrow: and so terrible 
were then the agonies he experienced, that all 
the remonstrances of nlr. Allport, his tutor, 
and the entreaties of his grandmother, seem
ed for many hours ineffectual. Nor was the 
storm followed by a calm, save that of deep 
despondency. For some days he avoided all 
company, he loathed food, and was evidently 
ill. ::.\Irs. Seymour was now most seriously 
distressed : she forgot alike both her daugh
ters in her fears for him, and with trembling 
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anxiety besought him to take comfort, and 

to inform her what she could possibly do to 

relieve or amuse him. 
" I do not want to be comforted," said the 

boy. " I would rather have somebody to 

cry with me, to feel as I do." 

" My dear, we all feel as you do; I cry 

with you, but that does you no good." 

" No, madam, you do not feel as I do : 

you cannot, for you have long expected this, 

and you are not a child ; but - oh, grand

mamma ! there are some children in the 

world, dear, dea1· children, that feel just as 

I do ; if we were together, we would cry to 

one another, and perhaps comfort one an-

other." 
" How came you to think of this, Sir 

Charles? who has dared to put this into 

your head ? " 
" }\'.fy mother, madam, - my mother her-

self; she who has gone to heaven, and is 

perhaps at this moment embracing her sister 

there-she said -Oh! ,,_Sobs and tears pre-
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vented farther utterance; but Mrs. Seymour 
now learnt, that although her eldest daughter 
had during her illness been silent to her, 

yet she had strenuously laboured to give 
~Irs. Delville and her family a strong inte
rest in the heart of her son. lVIrs. Seymour 
well knew, that from her very infancy Lady 
Selby had been timid and yielding, almost 
to a fault, but of a most amiable and gene
rous disposition. As she became weakened 
by disease, she felt herself of course less 
equal to contending with her mother for 
the rights of her sister; and perceiving her 
resolution increase in proportion as she at
tached herself to the young baronet, she 
resigned all hopes of benefiting her sister but 
through the medium of her son, who, she 
kne,v, would have abundant means of doing 
it, and whose influence with his grandmother 
she wished to continue for the best possible 
purpose. 

Sir Charles persisted so tenderly to entreat 
his grandmother on behalf of his cousins, and 
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seemed so much to need the consolation 
young society was best calculated to impart, 
that at length she was induced to promise 
him she would send for little Tom Delville ; 
saying, that as to the girl, she was determin~ 
ed to have nothing to do with her, as the 
sight of her would put her continually in 
mind of her disobedient mother. 

It may be perceived that Mrs. Seymour 
had encouraged a belief in herself, that the 
late Mrs. Delville had acted with much more 
disobedience than she really had. Instead 
of opposing the tendency to obstinacy which 
was inherent in her disposition, she had en
couraged it, by perpetually repeating to her
self, that "her daughter had offended her;" 
and without ever taking it into the account, 
how far that daughter was excusable in the 
first instance, how anxiously she bad laboured 
to reconcile her in the second, or bow far it 
was her duty to forgive even a positive and 
unmitigated offence, she justified her own 
conduct to herself so as to confound her own 

;.1r 
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sense of right and wrong, erase from her 
bosom all maternal affection and pity, and 
habituate herself to consider her daughter an 
alien, and her children strangers. Thus that 
sentiment which originated in prudence and 
maternal love, degenerated into wilful cruelty, 
and rendered a person once highly respect
able, decidedly blameable, and eventually 
wicked ; for a hardhearted and unnatural 
parent is surely sinful. 

·when Mrs. Seymour at last consented to 
the proposed measure, for the comfort and 
satisfaction of the only being she loved, it 
was concluded between her and l\1r. Allport, 
who decidedly assisted the kind project of 
his pupil, that this gentleman should ride 
over, and request Mr. Delville to send his 
son for a short time on a visit to Sir Charles. 
:Jleport had already informed l\1rs. Seymour 
of the sad situation in which that gentleman's 
affairs now stood; that his creditors, con-
ce1vmg all hopes of fortune from her to be 
now at an end, had surrounded him on all 
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sides ; and that he had been condemned to 

shake off the deep sorrow he had felt for the 

loss of her daughter, and encounter the em

barrassments into which his imprudent confi

dence and mismanagement had inveigled him. 

She therefore concluded (but very falsely) 

that he would embrace her proposal with 

eagerness, and even seek to palm his daughter 

upon her; and she gave 1\1:r. Allport direc

tions how to proceed in this case. 

When the good tutor arrived at this house 

of mourning, he found 1\Ir. Delville sitting 

in a little parlour, surrounded by books and 

papers, which he appeared to be at once un

willing and unable to investigate: his chil

dren ,vere near him ; their appearance was 

forlorn, and their inquiring looks seemed to 

say, " Who w·ill show us any good?" Af

fected with their innocent sorrow at a season 

of life when gaiety is so natural, 1\1r. Allport 

looked kindly towards them, and opened his 

mission to their father with that air of re

spectful sympathy due to sorrow like his. 

t .,r 
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l\Ir. Delville heard him with an air of fret
ful impatience, while the children listened to 
him ,vith astonishment. When he concluded, 
there was a pause of some minutes; at length 
l\Ir. Delville said abruptly, "Tom, my boy, 
would you like to go to your grandmother's, 
and be made a little footboy to Sir Charles 
Selby?" 

" No ! " said Tom, " I shouldn't like to 
be anybody's footboy ; I should like very 
well to play with him, but not to be his 
servant, papa." 

" You are right, my dear little fellow ; nor 
will I force your inclinations ; your grand
mother has robbed me of an angel, but her 
malice shall not tear my children from me." 

" Indeed, sir, you are under a mistake in 
this affair,i' said nlr. Allport mildly; " Sir 
Charles, my pupil, is a most amiable, excel
lent boy, and he ,vishes for your son, only to 
prove his affection : himself a bitter mourner 
for his mother, he conceives that in mutual 
sympathy with his cousin they will obtain 

E 
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mutual relief; surely you will not stand in 
your son's light so far as to refuse his return 
to that home in which he has a natural claim? 
Trust me, sir, your son has more friends 
than one under the roof." 

1\1r. Delville was about to reply, when 
Ellen rushing forward, and falling on her 
knees, as she embraced those of her father, 
exclaimed, " Pray, pray, dear papa, let poor 
Tom go to his cousin ; I am sure he will 
be kind to him. I am sure that mamma 
would like him to go; and this gentleman is 
a good man ; he will teach him Latin, and 
everything - oh ! let him go, papa ! " 

" Perhaps, Ellen, you would wish to leave 
me yourself? " 

"No, no, papa; I don't want to leave you, 
nor does Tom want to go, but only it would 
be a good thing for him, you know." 

Poor Tom, hanging on his father's hand, 
appeared one moment resolved not to leave 
him, the next to rely on Ellen's assertion, to 
w horn, since his mother's death, he had been g 
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accustomed to look for consolation and ad
vice. He was just beginning to express his 
affection and willingness to obey his father, 
,vhert the servant, rushing into the room, 
exclaimed, " Oh, sir, sir, there is an execu
tion in the house ! " 

l\1r. Delville, clapping his hand on his 
forehead, sank down on the nearest chair; 
the children, shocked, and wondering what it 
meant, as if by an involuntary motion, rush
ed into each other's arms, and wept aloud. 
l\lr. Allport inquired in much. agitation, if 
there was any possible way in which he could 
be of service, lamenting his limited power, 
but freely offering all the little he possessed. 

"You can do nothing for me," said the 
distressed man, wringing the friendly hand 
held out to him; "my affairs are now at the 
crisis; my pride must submit to accept pro
tection for my children : no ! I cannot part 
with Ellen ; she is the image of her mother. 
Tom -Tom - give me a kiss, my child, and 
go-go with this gentleman; you cannot be ill 
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used - no ! there does not exist a fiend that 

could use you ill, my sweet, sweet boy." 
Again he sank, reduced by the severity of 

suffering to infantine weakness. iir. All

port, almost tearing the poor clinging boy 

from his arms, bore him to the carriage; 

·while Ellen, scarcely knowing which most to 

deplore, her father's sufferings or her own 

loss in her brother's society, locked the door, 

and, sitting down on the carpet, indulged the 

sorrow that over·whelmed her. 
'\Vhen 1\lr. Delville had somewhat reco

vered himself, he rose, and, taking her upon 

his knee, kissed her tenderly, and, \Vith a tone 

of self-reproach, said, " I Le}jeve, Ellen, it 

was my duty to have parted with you instead 

of Tom : it is Letter for a boy to be thrown 

on the world than a girl; and as, alas ! there 

is little prospect for you besides poverty and 

labour, it was more fitting that Tom should 

encounter it than you." 
Poor Ellen was so completely sunk in her 

spirits, that she was hardly able to reply ; 

I. 
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but she remembered how frequently her mo
ther, when in the weakest state, had exerted 
herself to talk to her father: she therefore 
wiped her tears, and forcing a smile, said, 
"Indeed, papa, it is much better that Tom 
should go, for many reasons.'' 

" Pray name them, child ; for I cannot 
see one." 

" vVhy, in the first place, it was he, not I, 
that was sent for; and in the next, he is the 
best-tempered child that ever was born, you 
know; and if grandmamma should be cross 
with him, or the little baronet should be 
proud to him, Tom will only laugh it off; and 
I, - I am afraid I should cry, or else scold, or 
some way not be quite patient; besides, you 
know, papa, I am older, and I shall so much 
sooner be able to take care of myself." 

" In what way, my love?" 
" Oh ! I shall be a teacher.'' 
" That will be many years hence, Ellen." 
" .... :rot so many, papa, you know: though 

women are not so wise as men, and do not 
E 3 
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gain so much real good knowledge in their 
education, yet they frequently learn much 
quicker; and when you put me to school, I 
shall be very diligent, and learn as quick as 
I can, in order that the governess may make 
me a teacher; and when she gives me money, 
I can send it to you, or else to poor Tom, 
you know. I hope I shall soon, very soon 
be a great girl, and do everything; for my 
Father who is in heaven will help me, ,vhen 
I help my father on earth, you know." 

" Ah, Elinor ! Elinor ! " exclaimed the wi
dowed Delville, " thou wert inYaluable in 
this world, and thou art so yet J. thou blessest 
me from heayen." 

His affecting gratitude was interrupted by 
the officers of the law, who demanded ad
mittance; and in a few minutes, this sole 
retreat was, like the rest of his house, strip
ped of its furniture. Ellen beheld with 
horror proofs of her mother's industry and 
ingenuity in the hands of a rude multitude, 
who answered her looks of wild surprise with 
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those of pity or curiosity. Her brain seemed 
bewildered, and she felt as if she were in a 
dream; she neither comprehended the right 
nor the necessity of thus taking her papa's 
furniture, and rendering his house a desert : 
but she was fully aware that he was now 
about to become very poor; and she endea
voured, as well as she could, to recall her 
scattered senses, and regain that self-posses
sion she had been ever taught to exercise. 
She restrained her tears, and, taking hold of 
her father's hand, stood by him with the air 
of one that was giving, rather than begging 
support; conscious that he must suffer much 
more than she, and therefore ought not to 
be troubled ·with her sorrow, her heart throb* 
bed violently, but she uttered neither word 
nor sigh, and her father, knowing the acute
ness of her feelings, and how much she was 
inwardly struggling to repress them, for her 
sake roused himself to endure the dreadful 
scene with fortitude. Leading her out of 
the house, he committed her to the care of a 
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friend m the neighbourhood, and then re
turned with a firm step to meet the many 
difficulties which surrounded him, determined 
that though he must feel them like a man, 
yet he " would also bear them like a man," 
for his children well deserved every exertion 
he could make for their present relief and 
future welfare ; he had yet one Ellen left to 
love him. 

CHAPTER IV. 

T1rn complicated affairs of Mr. Delville 
were at last wound up ; and it appeared that 
he would never be able to pay the whole of 
his debts, unless some remittances were re
ceived from abroad, of which at present there 
was little prospect: thus he was not only 
thrown on the world without any means of 
support, but with an accumulation of debt, 
which it would take many years of his life to 
pay, in any ordinary means of employing it. 

a.: 
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Yet, as he had utterly abandoned his pro-
, perty to his creditors, and had not in any 

instance been guilty of intentional fraud-as 
he was a man whose moral character as a 
husband and a father stood high, and who 
was generally pitied for the loss of his excel
lent wife, all his creditors agreed to accept 
that which was forthcoming of his property, 
and wait patiently for what should farther 
arise ; considering it an equal folly and cruel
ty to imprison a man for the want of money, 
which he was by that very means rendered 
incapable of earning, however anxious to 
do it. 

Bitter were the tears frequently shed over 
poor Ellen by her father, as he reflected on 
the forlorn situation to which they were both 
reduced; and notwithstanding his long-nou
rished indignation against l\Irs. Seymour, he 
·was yet sometimes on the point of entreating 
her pity and protection for his helpless girl, 
especially as he found it impossible to pro
cure any employment from the commercial 
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men where he resided, and had not the means 
of travelling to any other place. His own 
clothes, and those of his late wife, were all 
the property he had, and for some weeks 
himself and Ellen were maintained in lodg
ings by the sale of them ; being frequently 
invited by their acquaintance to visit them, 
but rarely going out; choosing rather to 
share the morsel still left them in liberty 
than expose themselves to observation and . . oppressive compass10n. 

There had been several times little letters 
and messages sent to them from Tom, which 
indicated his present residence being rendered 
very comfortable to him by the kindness of 
his cousin Charles and 1Ir. Allport; but they 
had not yet seen him; when one day he broke 
in upon their homely meal, and running up 
to his father, exclaimed, "Oh sir, oh dear 
father, there it is, and much good may it do 
you ! 'Tis the permission; cousi~ Charles 
almost broke his heart till he got it; it took 
all l\lr. Allporfs money, and all the money 
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that the pony sold for, to buy it; and Charles 
is so glad." 

As Tom spoke, he laid a paper·on the table, 
\vhich, after welcoming him, his father took 

.up, saying, "I cannot conceive what you 
mean by a permission, my dear." 

",vhy, papa, a permission to fight for 
King George, to be sure, as you used to do. 
I know it's what I should like of all things, 
cspeciall y at sea." 

,rith trembling eagerness l\fr. Delville 
unfolded the paper, and found it was a lieu
tcnanfs commission. l\Iost warmly and de
voutly did he return thanks to God, and 
spoke of the kindness he had received as the 
greatest that could possibly be granted, since 
it not only effectually served him, but in the 
way decidedly to his inclinations, which had 
led him, as well as early habits, to a prefer
ence of the profession. Joy once more 
sparkled in the eyes of the children, and 
Tom's improved looks became the subject of 
Ellen's congratulations, and thereby led him 
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to observe her pale ones : he next adverted to 

their melancholy lodgings and shabby ap

pearance, and, in despite of his pleasure in the 

good news that he had brought, his eyes filled 

with tears. He inquired after the old ser

vants ; and on finding they were all gone, his 

heart seemed to sink within him, especially 

as he recollected that his grandmother had 

repeatedly declared she \vould ha\ e nothing 

to du with Ellen; and he was aware that, 

now Sir Charles had recovered his health, 

and in a great measure his spirits, she would 

not be prevailed on to retract her resolution. 

Poor Tom's visit was necessarily short, as 

he had merely been permitted to accompany 

a servant who was sent on an errand to the 

town. The commission had been procured 

through the medium, and principally by the 

money, of Mr. Allport; and it was earnestly 

desired that the manner in which he acq uircd 

it might be kept a profound secret by l\I r. 

Delville. "\Vith many thanks and embraces, 

smiles mingled with tears, and hope chastened 
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by sorrow, the little family again parted; 
and the moment after Tom set out, 1\1r. Del
ville, as if inspired by a new species of ex
istence, began the necessary preparations for 
joining his regiment, which was at a consi
derable distance. Ellen was his first care, 
and having heard of a cheap school in the 
neighbourhood of a sea-bathing place, which 
,:ras very little out of his road, and not far 
from his destination, he hastily resolved to 
take her thither, and comforted her by say
ing he would often come o, er and see her. 

To go to school, and to improve herself, 
was doubtless the first wish of Ellen's heart; 
she had likewise a large portion of that curi
osity so natural to youth, and ,vhich impel
led her to desire to travel; but she could 
not, witho '..t a severe pang, tear herself from 
the place which contained the remains of her 
beloved,-hcr almost idolized mother ; and 
often did she look, with many a bitter sigh, 
towards the tower of that distant church, 
near which that mother slept in peace; for 
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her heart felt as if it too were buried there. 
She perhaps felt her present distress the 
more acutely, because she suffered it for the 
first time alone : her father's whole mind 
appeared occupied by the novelty of his situ
ation; and in recurring to scenes long past, 
and occupations desired, although forgotten, 
he appeared to lose the memory of his recent 
sufferings. 

On the morning of the following day, 
Ellen was introduced to that lady \vhom she 
had resolved to honour as a governess, and 
love as a parent. lVIiss Collinson recei·ved 
her father with a kind of half-politeness, 
which seemed to indicate her entire inde
pendence, and a sense that she accepted, 

rather than desired, the pupil he brought 
her. This appeared natural to Ellen, be
cause her ideas of the obligation this lady 
would confer upon her were such as seemed 
to entitle her to exact profound respect from 
her pupils. It did not appear in precisely 
the same point of view to her father, and his 
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heart ached for Ellen: but he recollected 
that he knew of no alternative; time pressed, 
and he should not probably meet with any 
situation which, taken altogether, was equally 
eligible; he therefore tenderly bade her fare
well, and departed. 

Ellen soon found herself in a large room, 
surrounded by nearly forty girls, most of 
,v horn were several years older than herself; 
not one of whom, however, made any over
tures towards acquaintance. \Yhen she had 
wiped her eyes, and endeavoured to look to
wards them with that confidence which seems 
to expect the kindness it is willing to bestow, 
she felt surprised, and somewhat hurt; but 
recollecting that a proneness to take offence 
had been one of the errors against which her 
mother had guarded her, she determined to 
wait the manifestation of goodwill with pa
tience, and accept it with gratitude. 

After a time, two great girls entered the 
school-room, having, it appeared, been play
ing duets together in another room. One of 
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them asked her companions if they had seen 
the new girl, not observing Ellen: the mo
ment she was pointed out to her, she looked 
at her with a penetrating stare, and a glance 
of contempt at her dress, saying, " I thought 
she had been an officer's daughter; she looks 
like a sergeant's, I think." 

Poor Ellen blushed deeply - less for her 
own rusty mourning, than the rudeness of 
this speech ; but she was relieved by the 
kindness of the other young lady, who, taking 
her hand, began to speak of her journey; 
and by the attention she showed, a large 
part of the school was led to pay her some 
degree of respect. 

Ellen soon found, that in the absence of 
the governess and teachers, these bro girls, 
who were older and born of richer parents 
than the rest, were in fact the leaders of all 
the others; they seldom agreed with each 
other, and their quarrels made parties, which 
induced eternal disputes, to the great loss of 
time during hours of study, and to the em-

.... 
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bittering of that time which was devoted to 
recreation. 

Ever fond of learning, and possessing a 
fine taste, Ellen flattered herself that she 
should make a great progress in all that she 
undertook : but she found, to her extreme 
mortification, that every idle girl, in this 
large circle, was made her enemy, from the 
hour her acquirements and her resolution 
were known to them; and the words, "That's 
the clever miss," " Here comes the walking 
dictionary," and " La ! what a genius!" 
were continually meeting her ear: and even 
when they were spoken before the teachers, 
they neither met with reproof nor discounte
nance. There were four of these; and out 
of them two were so grossly ignorant of the 
first principles of grammar, that Ellen might 
have instructed them ; and the other two 
held themselves so high, as to be utterly un
approachable to girls of her age. The go
verness was rarely in the school-room; when 
she entered, it was for the purpose of inspect-

F 3 
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ing their dress or their persons ; and she 
devoted the greatest part of h~r attention to 
those who were remarkably handsome or 
well-formed, in order that they might look 
well when they walked first, or went in pro
cession to church. 

Owing to the distressed circumstances of 
her father, Ellen had been provided with poor 
mourning; she was, therefore, always over
looked by l\1iss Collinson on these occasions; 
though she was a pretty gir 1, tall and slen
der, and possessing the air of a gentlewoman 
in no common degree. She was undoubtedly 
much hurt by the neglect she experienced; 
she frequently reflected how often she had 
been angry at little slights in those who loved 
her, and how much she was obliged to bear 
with here from those who did not love her; 
she therefore wisely resolved to conquer all 
remains of a temper so injurious to others, 
and unworthy of herself; and so fully did 
she succeed, that even among the most care
less observers, she was esteemed a thoroughly 
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good-tempered girl, notwithstanding " she 
was a genius, and all that." 

It so happened, that she was one day 
searching her trunk to the bottom, when 
one of the teachers was in the room ; in 
consequence, she informed l\Iiss Collinson, 
that the " poor girl in black," as she deno
minated Ellen, had a number of handsome 
white frocks, with beautiful lace tuckers, in 
her box. On hearing this, l\Iiss Collinson 
immediately informed Ellen, that she must 
either leave off her mourning, or have some 
new black frocks bought; adding, "you may 
do which you please." 

To abandon her mourning appeared cruel 
and shocking to Ellen's ideas, but to involve 
her father in an unnecessary expense was still 
worse; she recollected that the one was only 
the appearance of slighting her mother, from 
,vhich her conscience fully acquitted her, 
whereas the other might be a serious injury 
to her father; she therefore dressed herself 
in white, and from that time found hen:>elf 
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much more an object of consideration, and 
would, doubtless, have been in great danger 
of being rendered vain of her person, from 
the praises now bestowed, if her poverty had 
not befriended her; as it happened to be dis
covered that the little pocket-money she had 
brought was expended; and therefore, though 
her governess now honoured her with a smile, 
the teachers regarded her with contempt, and 
her companions treated her with derision. 

By the masters alone Ellen was duly ap
preciated: the gratitude she displayed for 
their instructions, her aptitude at learning, 
and the close application she had used in 
studying her lessons previous to practising 
them, at once saved their time, and gratified 
them as amateurs of the arts they professed; 
and as they spoke of her progress from time 
to time to l\1iss Collinson, she \Vas at length 
induced to attend to her, and perceiving the 
extent of her acquirements, she began to look 
upon her in a very different point of view, 
and in a short time the dejected little girl 
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held up her head; the forsaken Ellen became 
the show-girl, and of course the hated and 
courted favourite of the community. 

Ellen had now been something more than 
a year at the school ; and in that period had 
seen her father twice, and heard repeatedly 
from her brother, who enjoyed the blessings 
of education under the care of l\1r. Allport, 
and partook all its comforts with his cousin, 
the baronet. Ellen was well aware that his 
lot in life was far happier than hers ; but this 
circumstance never excited any other emotion 
in her mind but that of thankfulness to God, 
that one so dear to her was so well provided 
for. In the beginning of the second year she 
received a hasty letter from her father, in
forming her that he was ordered abroad, and 
inclrn,ing a remittance for her governess, 
which barely answered the demands of her 
bill ; leaving nothing for Ellen, nor inform
ing her in what manner he should discharge 
the necessary demands for the future. 

From this time a degree of gloom was 
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perceptible in the attentions of the governess 
towards Ellen, which increased greatly when, 
on the lapse of six months, no letter arrived 
from Mr. Delville ; but deepened into a ter
rible darkness, when another half-year passed 
likewise in silence on the one part, and con
jecture, hopeless conjecture, on -the other. 
The wretchedness of poor Ellen was inde
scribable; she dearly loved her father, and 
felt assured that if he were alive he would 
not have failed writing to her; and knowing 
he was engaged in actual service soon after 
he left England, she concluded he must have 

been killed: agonizing sighs and scalding 
tears burst from her eyes when her imagina
tion depicted him as wounded and dying, 
without a friend to soothe him, a child to 
comfort him, or perhaps one kind hand to 
wrap the wounds which tortured him. Some
times her feelings were so acute, that, forget
ting whatever she was doing, or by whom 
she was surrounded, she woul<l exclaim, " 0, 
my father, my poor father ! " and weep bit-
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' terly. This circumstance induced Miss Col
linson to conclude that she had by some 
means really ascertained that her father had 
perished, although no public notice had taken 
place to authorize the belief; but when she 
questioned Ellen as to this fact, it only dou
bled her agonies, though she denied all know
ledge of it. 11iss Collinson therefore con
cluded that she knew it; and the pity she 
might have felt for her misfortune, was lost 
in the anger she supposed due to her dupli
city. Had she possessed discrimination and 
judgment, she might have seen, that to an 
imagination so vivid and sensibility so acute 
as Ellen's, the bare suggestion of an evil so 
great as the loss of her only parent was suffi
cient to awaken the most poignant anguish; 
and instead of concluding, as she rashly did, 
because she ,vas a child of deep reflection and 
extraordinary powers, that therefore she was 
capable of reasoning upon her own singular 
situation, and dissembling the truth in order 
to ensure herself a home, she would have 
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known that the strongest understandings are 
generally united to the most artless openness 
of conduct, and that cunning is the refuge 
and characteristic of weakness and defective 
cultivation. 

When the third vacation had passed, the 
anger of the governess knew no bounds, and 
the name of Delville never passed her lips 
without some opprobrious epithets. Ellen 
was reminded every day that she ate the bread 
of charity, in order that it might not be that 
of idleness. l\1iss Collinson now forbade her 
to take any farther lessons of the masters, 
and kept her so constantly employed at her 
needle, that she had no time to practise either 
music or drawing, or to read her French: 
these privations she felt peculiarly afflictive, 
because she considered learning as the future 
medium of her livelihood ; and as she was 
conscious of being far more advanced than 
many girls of twice hPr age, she \vas aware 
that even now she might be of great use to 

the younger girls ; and after revolving this 
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long in her mind, she at length presumed to 
mention it to one of the teachers. A loud 
laugh of derision was all her answer, except, 
"Upon my honour you are very obliging, 
Miss; I will certainly report your wishes to 
Miss Collinson, who herself will be glad to 
learn from Ellen the Teacher." 

From this time Ellen obtained that as a 
term of reproach, which she would gladly 
have embraced as one of utility; and every 
proud miss, or little pet, pointed with scorn 
at "Ellen the Teacher." At length the 
term reached the ears of her governess, who, 
on hearing the cause, ordered her instantly 
into the kitchen: observing, that "if she 
wanted variety in her employments, she 
might pick parsley and wash potatoes." 

Ellen had been of late so great a slave to 
her needle, that her health had sunk under 
the monotony of an employment which gave 
her too much time for reflection on her for
lorn and hopeless situation ; and although the 
degradation intended in the present instance 
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cut her to the heart, yet it was not eventually 
bad for her. Ever active, and desirous of 
perfecting whatever was committed to her 
charge, she became really of so much use to 
the cook, that she experienced from her that 
kindness which is the solace of life to the 
unhappy, however humble the hand that ad
ministers it. But, alas ! this situation, bad 
as it was, did not long retain the little good 
that rendered it endurable : the old cook 
was discharged, and a new one introduced, 
who founded her own pretensions to appro
bation on the power of making all within 
her vortex wretched; and none equally so 
with the little girl who waited upon her, 
and whom she made so very a drudge, that 
Miss Collinson herself took her out of 
the kitchen, observing, that her hands 
would soon be rendered unfit to hem a bit 
of muslin. 

In fact, the coarseness of her late occu
pations had rendered her fingers clumsy, 
and she had the misfortune to run a thorn 
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into the finger on which she was now obliged 
to wear a thimble, in order to make some 
sheets for the use of the servants. It was very 
hard to sew, under the best circumstances, for 
a child of eleven years old, but in Ellen's 
case every stitch was a separate torture. On 
noticing how little she had done, the gover
ness was very angry, and ordered the cook to 
send her meals into her room, in order that 
no time might be lost, as she was determined 
to have all the sheets finished in a fortnight. 
Ellen held up her swelled finger as a proof 
of her inability; but it was only regarded 
with a look of disgust, and an assurance 
"that her fingers were all alike, as clumsy 
and ugly as possible." 

The new cook took care that poor Ellen,s 
allowance of victuals should be as scanty as 
possible; she had heard enough of the history 
of this unfortunate child to induce her to 
think that she was a burden on her mistress; 
and she believed that it would establish her 
own charatter for prudence and economy, if 
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she curtailed the few comforts remammg to 

the forlorn and helpless orphan. 

Many, many times, as she pursued her 

task, did Ellen endeavour to lift up her heart 

in prayer to Him that seeth in secret; but the 

remembrance of her mother, now mouldering 

in the grave; of her father, who she feared 

had perished on a foreign shore ; of her dear 

brother, far distant, a stranger to her sor

rows; and all the comforts once enjoyed in 

her elegant and cheerful home, rushed on her 

heart, and seemed to check her very prayer. 

At these moments she felt ready to fear that 

Heaven itself had forsaken her, but she did 

not abandon herself to despair ; she recollect

ed that her blessed mother had told her an 

excessive sensibility was the fault of her na

ture, and that it was her peculiar duty to 

struggle against it; and although fully aware 

that the evils under which she now suffered 

could not be called ideal, since they united 

pain and hunger to labour and grief, she yet 

felt assured that she was called to exert forti-
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tude and patience in the same manner 1n 
which thousands of her fellow-creatures are. 

"\Vhen the Sabbath came, it was indeed 
a day of rest to Ellen, though it continued 
one of confinement ; for she was not allowed 
to leave her chamber until the ladies were 
gone to walk in the evening, when she was 
permitted to take a turn in the garden. 
Creeping out like a guilty creature, she 
sought the solitary spot where she could 
sigh unheard and unreproved ; she sat down 
on a seat under a high wall, and casting her 
eyes upwards, she fervently prayed that the 
merciful Creator would call her to that state 
of felicity he had bestowed upon her mother. 
Iler hands ,vere uplifted, her eyes fixed, her 
heart absorbed, when a voice sweet and clear, 
greatly resembling that of her departed pa
rent, distinctly called " Ellen ! " 

She started from her seat, and falling on 
her knees, covered her face with her hands, 
listening as if every faculty of her soul were 
eoncentred in her hearing. 

G3 



78 ELLEN, 

" Ellen-sister Ellen ! " said the voice. 
Ellen started on her feet-" Speak, dear 

Tom, where are you ?-oh, speak again!" 
In a moment a packet was thrown over 

the wall, and fell near her feet ; the voice 

cried, " Good night,-I will come again," and 
he seemed to run hastily away. Ellen caught 
the precious packet, and stuffed it in her 
bosom ; she escaped unheeded to her cham
ber: but alas ! on arriving there the light 
had so far declined, that she found it impos
sible to decipher the letter it contained, and 
which, she doubted not, would convey some 
intelligence respecting her father: her anxiety 
was inexpressible; she durst not ask for a 
candle, lest the letter should be taken from 
her; and she felt that even if her worst fears 
were verified, she should have a melancholy 
satisfaction in shedding in secret the tears 
due to her father's memory. 

All night Ellen pressed a sleepless pillow; 
and as two of the maids slept in the same 

garret to which she was now consigned, the 
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sun had arisen some hours before she had an 
opportunity of reading her letter: when at 
length she had the satisfaction of doing so, 
she found that her brother, like herself, was 
ignorant of the fate of their father ; but that 
he could not learn from any circumstance 
that he was really dead, or parted from his 
regiment, although he had been much en
gaged, and reported as wounded by the 
Gazette. Tom said, " that he had been 
forbidden by his grandmother to write either 
to her or his papa; but that as both Charles 
and he thought it right, he had ventured to 
<lo so, as they were all come to the neigh
bouring watering-place to stay some time." 
He concluded by begging her acceptance of 
a pretty buswife, which poor Ellen would 
at this moment have gladly exchanged for 
a slice of bread, but which she beheld with 
pleasure, not only as his gift, but a very 
strong proof that he was entirely free from 
that poverty under \vhich she so cruelly la
boured, being an expensive and elegant thing. 
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To know that any human being, however 
divided, however situated, does indeed par
take our joys and participate our sorrows, is 
never-failing as an increaser of the first, and 
a consoler in the second. Ellen now felt, 
that though afflicted, she was not wholly des
titute; if father and mother were gone, yet 
one kind, tender heart remained, that beat in 
unison with her own; she had a brother yet, 
and, though powerless to help, he yet fondly 
loved her ; prosperity on his side, and ad
versity on hers, had not shaken his affection; 
and as she mused on his character and her 
own, and considered the difference in their 
ages and their attainments, she concluded that 
it was much better that the sorrowful portion 
in their little history had fallen to her share 
rather than her brother's. " Yes," said she, 
fervently clasping her hands, and pressing 
the loved letter to her lips, "yes! it is much 
better that I should bear the burden than 
poor Tom, my dear mother's darling, my fa

ther's pride; 0 God! Thy will be done." 
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Thus did the mind, matured by early sor
row, and strengthened by the exercise of its 

powers, render the medicine of sorrow the 

food of virtue and piety. 

CHAPTER V. 

ELLEN endeavoured to pursue her task 
with renovated spirits; but the pain she suf
fered from her finger was now so great, that 
it proceeded more slowly than before: in de
spite of the relief she had experienced, her suf
ferings from time to time overcame her reso
lution, and she was many times on the point 
of rushing from her solitary prison into the 
presence of her governess, and on her knees 
imploring her pity, and a cessation from 
work : but the remembrance of the cruel 
taunts she had already received, the certainty 
that her dependant, or rather mendicant, situ
ation would be again repeated to her, and 
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her father's name used with every opprobrious 
epithet, withheld her, and with new resolu
tion she plied the cruel labour. But all her 
efforts this day produced so small a portion 
of work, that when one of the teachers looked 
in upon her at night to take cognizance of 
it, she declared, "that she would report her 
idleness to Miss Collinson, who would doubt
less order her to be punished for it." 

"I have done my very very best," said 
Ellen. 

" Have you, l\liss? then I shall do my 
very very best, in ordering you neither sup
per nor breakfast till you have done better 
than best." 

With these words the young lady left the 
room, which \Vas soon aftenvards entered by 
the housemaid, who was a good-natured girl, 
and whose looks of pity led poor Ellen to 
think she could make a friend of her; but 
she hesitated whether to beg of her to pro
cure her a piece of bread, of whic:h she felt 
in great needj and a poultice to her finger, 
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which she concluded would cure it. So ri
gidly had her mother instilled right prin
ciples in her mind, that although she knew 
herself to be treated ·with cruelty, she yet 
thought she had no right to any property of 
l\Iiss Collinson's not given by herself, and 
was aware that to persuade a servant to an 
act of disobedience would be unjustifiable. 
When, however, she saw Betty take out her 
bonnet, and prepare for going into the neigh
bouring village, she thought it could not be 
wrong if she prevailed upon her to purchase 
her something, as this was continually done 
by the boarders, and she therefore produced 
her pocket-book, entreating her to dispose of 
it, and purchase her some salve for her finger; 
adding, with a tremulous voice, " and, if 
you can, Betty, I should be glad of a roll or 
two." 

" l\Iost like you \Vould, God help you ! " 
said Betty, looking at her shrunken form and 
pallid face with deep commiseration ; " but, 
lack-a-day ! 'tis a pity to part with this 
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pretty thing; I dare say 'tis a keepsake from 

somebody." 
"'Tis from my brother ; but I am sure, if 

he knew what I suffer, he would readily for

give me for parting with it, especially as I 

cannot work while my finger is in such a 

state." 
Betty had no time to reason : she hastily 

departed, and Ellen remained alone, endea

vouring to endure the present with patience, 

and prepare for that which might await her. 

On finding, however, that she became more 

and more hungry, she thought it advisable 

to go to bed, hoping, though with little 

prospect, that she should lose both her hun

ger and pain in sleep. 
Just as she was stepping into bed, the 

same teacher who had so incautious} y pu

nished her came up, and told her instantly 

to come down into Miss Collinson's parlour. 

The moment she had given her orders and 

departed, a second stepped in, desiring her 

to make haste. On perceiving the difficulty 
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she had to get on her clothes, partly from 
weakness and trepidation, and partly from 
the pain in her hand, she stopped to help 
her, and with great compassion lamented over 
her finger, whic:h was become, at this time, 
from neglect, and the use she had been com
pelled to make of it, a very serious wound. 

The voice of compassion was so new and 
so welcome to poor Ellen, that she burst into 
a flood of tears; and eagerly seizing the 
hand held out to help her, covered it with 
kisses. At this moment she was on the point 
of revealing her little secret, for she felt it lie 
a burden on her heart, whic:h was naturally 
open as the day. Just as she began to speak, 
she recollected that Tom had as much a 
share in it as herself: and that in revealing 
his clandestine visit, he might be led into 
disgrace with his grandmother - poor Betty 
too might suffer - it was now become her 
duty to be silent for their sakes, and she 
therefore checked herself. 

In the midst of these thoughts, which rose 
H 
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tumultuously m her mind, she was hurried 
into the presence of :Miss Collinson; and the 
softened tone of feeling she had recently 
experienced, \Vas exchanged for indefinable 
dread and confusion, on hearing herself ad
dressed in a voice of fury with these words : -

'' Pray, l\1adam, when and where did you 
see Sir Charles Selby?" 

" Sir Charles Selby, l\1a'am ? ." 
" No hesitation, :i\Iadam; none of your 

tricks; your cleverness, your genius, l\Iiss, 
will not avail you; answer me this instant, 
where did you see him ?-if you dare to tell 
me a falsehood, I will punish you severely." 

" I never do tell falsehoods, :i\iia' am," said 
the trembling girl, with somewhat more :firm
ness. 

" Then where did you see him ? " 
" I never saw Sir Charles Selby in my life." 
" You never did, hey ! " 
" N" o, indeed, l\Ia'am, I never did." 
" Perhaps you never saw this pocket

book?" 
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" 0 yes, J\Ia'am, it is-I, I mean it was 

mine; I gave-" 
" Oh, you hesitate, do you, Miss? you 

hesitate whether to go on with the string of 
falsehoods you were beginning to utter-oh, 
you wicked little thief, you abominable liar ! 
what punishment is there bad enough for 
you?" 

vVith these words J\1iss Collinson sprang 
from her seat, and laying her hand on the 
thick clustering ringlets that hung on Ellen's 
forehead, she dragged her by the hair into 
a closet at the far end of a long passage, re
peatedly striking her with the utmost vio
lence, and declaring that the next morning 
she would send her to the workhouse, for she 
was determined to harbour no longer a vile 
vagabond, whose father was, doubtless, a 
common swindler, who had imposed on her 
good temper; - pushing her, head foremost, 
into this dismal recess, she locked the door, 
telling her, "that she might stay there all 
night, if nothing bad came to take her away; 
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but she should not wonder at anything which 
might happen to such a wicked wretch." 
\Vith these words she stalked off, leaving 
Ellen writhing in such agonies of pain from 
various sufferings, that it was some time be

fore she could collect her thoughts. When, 
however, her pangs subsided, her fears re
turned, and she felt assured that J\1iss Col
linson would be her death. She remembered 
that, now her father was gone, no one cared 
whether she lived or not, except poor Tom, 
who was himself supported by charity, and 
was unable to interfere in her behalf; and 
she wished most ardently it was in her 
power to beg of him not to grieve for her, 
as death would deliver her from many suf
ferings.-The thoughts of her beloved bro
ther again softened the severity of her feel
ings, and she once more wept. After shed
ding tears freely, her spirits became more 
calm, and she began to see, that instead of 
exercising patience and faith in God's mercy, 
she was giving way to sinful despair. Kneel-
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ing on the cold floor, she once more held up 
her poor bruised hands to Him who seeth in 
secret, and, in the stillness of midnight, pour
ed forth an artless prayer; concluding with 
an apostrophe to her departed mother, be
seeching her, that, " if it were possible, she 
would prove her innocence, and protect her 
from violence." The extreme exhaustion she 
now felt was so great, that she was obliged 
to lie down on the hard floor; on which such 
a chilliness came over her, that she really 
believed herself dying, and thought that her 
Almighty Father thus answered her prayer, 
and restored her to her mother: in this awful 
moment she endeavoured to recommend her
self again to Heaven; but her mind became 
confused, her words inarticulate, and all 
sense, recollection, and motion forsook her. 

At length Ellen was sensible of sounds, 
and light swam before her eyes; something 
pleasant and refreshing was presented to her 
lips, which she swallowed with avidity; it 
felt warm to her stoma.ch, and, by degrees, 
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re-animated her limbs ; she shook herself, 
and was sensible of much pain; the occur
rences of the night returned to her memory, 
and, looking round, she perceived she was 
laid upon Miss Collinson 's own bed, and that 
lady and the kind teacher were both looking 
at her with great anxiety : it was now broad 
daylight. 

By degrees Ellen recollected that she had 
been told that in the morning she should be 
sent as a vagabond to the workhouse ; and 
although she had heard it with that careless
ness as to the future, which was natural to 
one whose circumstances are at the worst, 
yet it now struck her as an object of terror, 
and, anxious to take advantage of the pity 
evinced for her at the present moment, she 
addressed a few words, indicative of her de
sire that they " would not treat her as a va
gabond;" a term to which her active imagi
nation affixed every possible idea of wretched
ness and infamy. .l\liss Collinson heard her 
speak with great satisfaction, and in a soften-
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ed tone of voice said, " If you will confess, 
Ellen, I will see what I can do for you." 

" I have nothing to confess," said Ellen: 
H I did no wrong; the parcel was thrown 
over the wall for me, and I took it, as I was 
told to do by my brother." 

" Your brother !-Ah, Ellen, this won't do : 
your brother may be the thief, to be sure ! " 

" He is not a thief!" cried Ellen, with 
indignation, that neither her sufferings nor 
fears could suppress; " no, he is a good, ho
nest boy as ever was born ; ask grandmamma 
-ask cousin Charles if he is not." 

" ,vhat cousin Charles?" said the teacher, 
warmly. 

" Sir Charles Selby, with whom he lives, 
and who gave papa his commission, and is so 
kind to Tom." 

" Did you not tell me last night that you 
did not know Sir Charles Selby?" 

" No, indeed, l\la'am; I told you I had 
not seen him, which is the truth, for I never 
did see him; but I think he was with Tom 
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on Sunday night. I never saw him, but he 
is my own cousin, and my only cousin; and 
I assure you I love him dearly, and am very 
grateful to him, for all that." 

" You have been a very foolish girl not to 
mention this at first; it would have saved 
you from a great deal of anger,,, said the 
teacher. 

" How could I ? " said Ellen, reproach
fully; " you know there was no time for 1ne 

to speak; nobody would hear me; and, be
sides, I was frightened; you know I was." 

Miss Collinson sighed from her very heart. 
" But, Ellen," resumed the teacher, " you 

know perfectly well that every letter and par
cel which comes into this house is examined 
either by your governess or one of us; there
fore you ought to have had yours examined; 
it has frequently occurred to you before, 
therefore it ought to have been done now." 

" I wish very much it had been as it 
used to be; but then, you know, 1\'.Iiss 1\:Ias
tcrs, I was a young lady. I durst not come 
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out of my garret to ask you to look at it ; 
besides, I was afraid of injuring poor Tom, 
who was in distress as well as myself, you 
will perceive, if you read this letter.i' 

As Ellen spoke, she drew her brother's 
letter from her bosom, and presented it to 
her governess. It was impossible to read 
the affectionate epistle of the artless boy, 
without feeling in what a painful situation 
these innocent orphans were placed; and 
1\1iss Collinson, already deeply repenting the 
unwarrantable passion she had indulged, es
pecially as she was aware her own interest 
was concerned in it, gave much praise to 
Tom's letter, and spoke of him with so much 
admiration, that Ellen, in hearing her, expe
rienced a pleasure that almost obliterated her 
sufferings - her eyes glistened with delight, 
and, by a natural motion, she endeavoured 
to rise up: but her effort was succeeded by 
a shriek so violent as to alarm her hearers, 
who were certain that nothing less than the 
most terrible suffering could have produced 



94 ELLEN, 

it. As soon as she was able to speak, she 
informed them that she was sensible of the 
most violent pains in every part of her body ; 
and they had no doubt, from her description, 
but that she was seized with a rheumatic 
fever, from having lain so many hours in a 
state of insensibility on the stone floor of the 
closet, where Miss lVIasters had found her, 
apparently dead. 

l\1iss Collinson was now in that state to 
which passionate people so frequently reduce 
themselves, she knew not which way to turn; 
shame and distress encountered her on every 
side. It appeared next to impossible that 
Ellen should recover without medical assist
ance; and if she died, she was well aware 
that a reproach would ever rest on her cha
racter, since Betty, from whom the pocket
book had been wrested with difficulty, would 
speak freely of what was past; and, on the 
other hand, should she procure medical help 
of the best kind, and even wait on the pa
tient herself, still it would be impossible to 
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obliterate the impression the torn locks, 
black eyes, and bruised arms of Ellen must 
make upon any respectable gentleman of the 
faculty. 

After various consultations which the fallen 
chief was now obliged to hold with her as
sistants, it was at length agreed that Ellen 
should explain her bruises as proceeding 
from a fall: and ]\1iss l\Iasters was deputed 
to require this from her, as the condition on 
which assistance was to be granted. 

" How strange," thought Ellen, " that she 
who but a few hours ago expressed such in
dignation and horror at falsehood, and on a 
bare surmise punished it so severely, should 
have reduced herself not only to practise it, 
but to cultivate its practice in one commit
te~ to her care. Ah, my dear mamma, how 
much I am indebted to you for the pains 
you used to take to keep away this frightful 
vice from my bosom ! " Then turning to 
l\liss l\lastcrs, she said, " I cannot, my dear 
l\Iiss 1\Iasters, tell any stories about this 
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affair; but I can hold my tongue. You 

know, and everybody knows, I have suffi

cient self-command for that." 

Miss Masters shook her head, and, after a 

pause, observed, " the school would be ruin

ed; but, to be sure, it was only what the 

governess deserved." 

" I should be very sorry for that," said 

Ellen; " for though I have been as wretched 

for a long time as any one could be, yet I 

ought to remember, that 1\1iss Collinson did 

not turn me out to starve; and though she 

beat me cruelly last night, yet she did it 

under a belief (I suppose) that I had stolen 

the little pocket-book, though a moment's 

thought would have told her I had been too 

close a prisoner for that : but, after all, we 

must forget and forgive; so, if you \yill 

nurse me, dear l\liss l\Iasters, I ,vi11 try to 

get well ,vithout any doctor, and I will guard 

myself from screaming; and though I may 

suffer for a longer time, yet I doubt not but 

I shall do very well at last." 
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Affected with this true generosity and 
Christian forgiveness, Miss Masters did not 
suffer any kindness in her power to be with
held from the patient Ellen, whose fortitude 
and docility brought her better through the 
illness that had seized her than could be 
expected ; and during her confinement, the 
bruises she had received were likewise heal
ed; but her finger could only be now cured 
by a surgeon, and it was all that her kind 
nurse could do to save it from mortification. 
l\1iss Collinson, several times in the course 
of her confinement, proposed to send for her 
brother, as a comfort to her ; but Ellen al
ways declined it; for knowing Tom to be ar
dent in his affections, and careless of conse
quences, she felt assured that he would visit 
her at the hazard of disobliging his grand
mother: and besides, she was well aware, 
that the sight of her in her present state 
would wring his tender, honest heart with the 
bitterest sorrow, and she would purchase her 
own gratification at the price of his sufferings. 

I 



98 ELLEN, 

When, at length, poor Ellen was able to 
crawl down stairs, she began to gain strength 
from taking short walks in the garden, and 
became extremely anxious to enter on some 
employment; and Miss Masters, who had 
necessarily neglected her own department, 
was very willing to permit her assistance. 
From being neglected and scorned, she now 
stepped, by a kind of tacit consent, into the 
honours due to an invalid, to which her pal
lid looks and meagre figure fully entitled 
her. She had been always remarkably fond 
of geography, and was so thoroughly versed 
in it, that she was found a very com
petent teacher; and being unable either to 
practjse music, drawing, or sewing, she de
voted her time wholly to it, and in a very 
short time added a knowledge of the globes, 
seldom acquired at her age, to that she 
already possessed. One day, as she was 
intently solving a problem, two gentlemen, 
who had called to see a pupil, entered the 
school-room, (it happened during the play-
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hours,) and they were much struck with 
the appearance of Ellen, whose pale looks, 
as she bent over the spheres, gave her the 
appearance of one wasted by long study and 
philosophic investigation. Ellen, absorbed 
in her pursuit, and accustomed to the general 
noise of a large party, did not per9eive them, 
and went on till she had perfected that which 
she desired ; when a blush, arising from the 
pleasure of victory, animated her pale but 
intelligent countenance, and her eyes, spark
ling with delight, were lifted up, and met 
those of the two gentlemen. 

This was a happy circumstance for the 
poor girl, as they immediately began to con
verse with her on the subject of her studies; 
an<l on their expressing surprise at her pro
ficiency, she, with great modesty, ascribed 
it to the sad state of her finger, which pre
vented her from attending to any other 
occupation. 

It so happened that one of the gentlemen 
was a surgeon, an<l he immediately requested 
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to see her finger; the state of which shocked 
him exceedingly, as be was convinced she 
had been many weeks in extreme suffering, 
and which, in his opinion, indicated careless
ness in those to whom she was intrusted. 
A very little inquiry served to convince him 
in how very humble a view she had long 
been regarded by her associates, and his 
heart was truly moved with compassion for 
her forlorn situation, which he determined 
to relieve as far as he was able ; and he 
began the good work by dressing her finger 
properly. This operation was necessarily 
exceedingly painful; but poor Ellen bore 
it not only with patience, but gratitude; she 
regarded it as the medium of independence 
- the key by which she should be enabled 
yet to overcome the difficulties by which 
she was surrounded, and attain the object 
of her moderate but anxious wishes. 

The good surgeon called upon her every 
day, until the finger was so nearly cured, 
that she might safely manage it herself; 
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and during this period she continued to 
teach geography, assist in teaching gram
mar, and looking over the accomptants, to 
which she added a general inspection of the 
young ladies' clothes ; training the little 
ones in their reading and dancing, and in 
such various ways contributing to their im
provement and pleasure, that it appeared 
surprising how her efforts could have been -
the object of scorn but a few months before. 
Her grandmother had left the neighbouring 
watering-place, during Ellen's illness, with
out permitting poor Tom to visit her openly; 
and the affectionate boy had again vainly 
visited the play-ground for that purpose, 
and would have quitted the place in great 
affliction if he had not fortunately met with 
poor Betty, who informed him that his sister 
could not write to him on account of her 
finger, but would do it when she could with 
safety to them both. 

As soon as 1\liss Collinson learnt that 
~Irs. Seymour \Hts returned to her own dis

I 3 
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tant mansion, and was, therefore, not likely 
to see her grand-daughter in her sick and 
disfigured state, she wrote to her, lamenting, 
in a pathetic manner, the terrible expenses 
she had incurred for lVIiss Del ville, the 
entire cessation of all remittances from her 
father, and concluded with entreating her to 
pay the bills inclosed : a second letter was 
written, reiterating the request, and plead
ing with great truth the hardships of her 
own case, and the nearness of the relation 
for whom she made the request. To the 
second letter she received an answer, written 
by l\1rs. Seymour's butler, informing her 
that his mistress would not attend to any 
applications made in behalf of the child in 
question, whose father, though now a pri
soner in France, had, she believed, the means 
of payment, which could be ascertained by 
an application at the War-Office. 

To the War-Office iiiss Collinson applied, 
and there learnt that money would be im
mediately advanced to :Mr. Delville's order, 
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but not without; and there was reason to 
believe he had been dead some mon tbs, as 
his health was known to be bad at the time 
he was taken prisoner. 

From these vexatious and irritating ac
counts, the temper of lVIiss Collinson, though 
not urged to its former fury, was kept in a 
state of such acerbity, that all the pains 
Ellen took to render herself useful, various 
and advantageous as they now were admit
ted to be, yet served not to allay the storm 
continually brooding in her breast. When 
the following vacation arrived, and Ellen's 
services were no longer required, her anger 
was more loudly expressed, and bitter were 
the taunts and revilings she daily endured. 
Again her spirits sunk; and health, which 
had so lately revisited her wasted form, was 
again forsaking her, when a circumstance 
occurred, which, though it increased her sor
row almost to distraction, yet delivered her 
from the corroding pangs of suspense, and 
brought her wretchedness to a crisis. 
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Before we enter on this circumstance, it 
may not be amiss to say, that the name of 
Sir Charles Selby was written in the little 
pocket-book given by Tom to Ellen, and 
which being seen in Betty's hand, and forced 
from her by her mistress, led to the pu
nishment of Ellen in the manner already 
related. 

CHAPTER VI. 

ALTnouon l\Iiss Collinson had been for
bidden to renew her application to :;\lrs. 
Seymour, and was satisfied that that lady 
would never take any farther notice of her 
pupil, the forsaken Ellen, she yet thought 
proper to address one more letter to her, 
stating that she had gainetj. no redress at the 
"\Var-Office, and repeating with much bitter
ness the awkwardness of her situation, in 
being obliged to maintain a child with ,vhom 
she had no connexion, and who, she added, 
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" from the badness of her temper and dispo
sition, had been a source of perpetual trouble 
to her since the unfortunate hour in which 
she entered her dwelling, which she was 
determined she should henceforth exchange 
for the poor-house, which was her proper 
home." To this letter Mrs. Seymour herself 
replied, by inclosing a draft on her banker 
to the amount of the bill sent her three 
months before; saying, at the same time, it 
was the last she should ever pay for Mr. 
Del ville 's daughter, whose character, she was 
sorry to learn, was such as to preclude all 
farther intercourse between them. 

l\fiss Collinson exultingly showed the draft 
and the letter to Ellen at the same time : 
scarcely had her eye glanced gratefully on 
the former, when, with speechless horror, she 
perused the letter. Such was the extreme 
perturbation she felt, so new and terrible was 
the sensation that overpowered her, that she 
fancied she had never known sorrow till now : 
her head swam, a faintness came over her, and 
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she ran into the garden for air; but scarcely 
had she arrived there, when a servant told 
her that a gentleman who had the appear
ance of an officer desired to see her imme
diately. 

In extreme agitation, she flew as fast as 
her trepidation would permit to the parlour
door; but hardly had she opened it, '\\hen 
she found herself closely embraced by her 
brother, who was grown almost out of kno,v
ledge, and to her utter surprise, and even 
alarm, was dressed in the uniform of a mid
shipman, and accompanied by a naval officer. 

As soon as Ellen was able to speak, she 
inquired with extreme solicitude " where he 
was going? and who had sent him to sea?" 

"::.\Iy grandmother, to be sure," said Tom; 
" and I am heartily glad of it. I shall meet 
my poor papa somewhere, I don't doubt, 
and I shall get prize-money to bring to you, 
Ellen ; for I know you are a good girl, in 
spite of what anybody says." 

Tom shook the tears out of his eyes as he 
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spoke, and looking earnestly in the troubled 
countenance of Ellen, he said, " You are 
grown very tall, but you look ill, and some 
way as if you had been unhappy : indeed, 
how could you be otherwise, with that cruel 
toad who gave you such a bad word-Oh that 
I were a man, dear Ellen, for your sake ! " 

Poor Tom now, unable to restrain him
self, wept freely, and Ellen looked to bis 
conductor for an explanation of his words. 

The lieutenant told her, though in a round
about and almost unintelligible manner, that 
her "governess having given her a bad cha
racter to her grandmother, she had spoken of 
her in such a manner to Tom, that he had 
turned mutinous; whereupon the old lady 
had determined to wash her hands clean of 
'cm both, and that as Tom was very willing, 
she had rigged him out for sea, and left him 
now to his fortune ; and he believed she was 
intended henceforth to drive before the wind, 
as well as her brother, if so be no kind soul 
would lend a hand to save her." 
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Ellen tremblingly inquired after Sir Charles. 
" Oh," cried Tom, wiping his eyes, "never 
fear, Ellen; cousin Charles is at college now, 
but he won't be there for ever, and when he 
comes home I 'm sure he '11 take care of you. 
Grandmamma wouldn't have packed me off 
in such a huff if he'd been at home: but I'm 
glad she did, for I love the sea dearly; only 
I don't like to quarrel with her or anybody 
else, nor do I like to be undutiful toward her, 
only she made me; but I forgive her now 
1 'm going-yes, I forgive her with all my 
heart : tell her so, Ellen, if- if I should get 
killed, for it would then comfort her; yes, 
tell her Tom died friends with her." 

The bare idea of such an event in this mo
ment of awakened affection was too much for 
Ellen to endure : she wept in absolute agony, 
and holding him to her heart, seemed as if she 
could never, neve1· again endure to be parted 
from the only human being endeared to her. 
The worthy man who beheld this sight felt 
too much sympathy in their sorrows not to 
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endeavour to shorten them as soon as he was 

able: and in a little time Ellen ceased to 

listen to that dear voice, which had recalled 

to her memory a thousand tender recollec

tions ; she no longer felt those arms around 

her which had so lately promised the support 

she so much needed; she was alone, silent, 

solitary - not only an insulated, forsaken 

being, but left to the mercy of one who 

added the injury of that injustice which is 

the greatest man can show to man, to the 

cruelty of scorn and long-continued insult. 

1\1:iss Collinson returned to the parlour a 

few minutes after the stranger departed. 

Ellen felt a degree of involuntary horror, 

mingled with violent indignation, rise in her 

bosom at the sight of her; she saw her at 

that moment the destroyer of all her hopes of 

happiness, and of him ,vho was to her dearer 

than life itself-her mighty wrongs seemed in 

her enraged sight to justify reproach, even 

to her she ,vas bound to obey ; and all the 

passions of early life were rushing to her 
K 
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heart and her lips; but at the very moment 
when she opened her mouth to give utterance 
to her feelings, the remembrance of her mo
ther's counsel darted into her mind, and fear
ful of trusting herself, she fled hastily to her 
chamber, which she did not leave till the 
following morning, though mingled sorrow 
and anger prevented her from tasting repose. 

Miss Collinson, conscious of what must be 
passing in her mind, was by no means sur
prised at the pale looks and swollen eyes she 
exhibited the next morning at breakfast; 
but, as she regarded them in the light of 
tacit reproaches, she thought proper to as
sume the air of the offended party. In fad, 
nothing is more common in the world, than 
for those who have wronged another to add 
insult to injustice; so true is that saying, 
" The injured may forgive, but the injurer 
never forgives." 

" Pray, ]\1iss Ellen, who is to pay me for 
your next quarter? I suppose we have quite 
done with Mrs. Seymour?" ' 
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" Yes," said Ellen, " quite, quite done,,, 
sobbing. 

" Then you cannot expect me to keep 
you?" 

" I hope you will not - I am ready to go 
to the poor-house this very morning.,, 

" Highty tighty ! very grand, indeed, Miss ! 
you are quite a tragedy queen, it appears; 
but your pride and airs will soon be pulled 
down, I believe ; you ,11 cut a very pretty 
figure carding wool, I fancy." 

The conversation was interrupted by the 
servant, who said an old sailor desired to see 
1\Iiss Del ville. " Let him step here ; Miss 
Delville shall have no more private visiters 
in this house.,, 

An honest tar with a wooden leg made his 
appearance, and said, " he had just stepped 
on, by command of Lieutenant Holmes, to 
tell 1\Iiss that the Calypso, with her brother 
on board, got under weigh about five in the 
morning, and had now sailed with as fine a 
breeze as ever filled sails." 
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Ellen silently ejaculated a prayer for his 
safety. 

" He has sent ye a little matter by way o' 
remembrance, 1\Iiss: for that matter, it be 
no other than his watch; though I told him, 
says I, it be folly to send it to she ; being a 
woman, has no use for them things." 

1\Iiss Collinson eagerly held out her hand 
for the watch. 

" By your lave, 1\iadam, the timepiece be 
for l\Iiss. I promised to 'liver it to her own 
hand." 

" Beggars have no need of watches." 
"Beggars! it don't become a poor fellow 

like me to spake, to be sure: but saving your 
presence, the daughter of a man who has the · 
honour to serve his ::\Iajesty, be she poor or 
rich, shouldn't be called a beggar. - God 
help her! she ha' out-grown her rigging, I 
see; but she be somebody's child for all that, 
an' a fine one too." 

1\Iiss Collinson rose with fury in her looks, 
and, almost choked with rage, commanded 
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both the sailor and Ellen to leave the house. 
The latter instantly took fast hold of the 
arm of the former, whom she endeavoured to 
pull towards the door, saying, as well as she 
was able, " Take me to the workhouse -
pray take me; I have no right to stay here; 
I know I haven't." 

" Fair and softly - if so be as how you 
must go, my dear, why, Will Watkins 'ill 
convoy you safely - though 'tis a poor har
bour for a brave man's child." Here the 
poor fellow stopped a moment to brush off 
a tear that rolled down his brown face; " I 
scorn to behave ill to a woman, be she what 
she may ; so I hopes you .'11 return the prize 
at any rate, and give me this boat's tackle, 
without any more jaw." 

" I shall part with nothing; she is in my 
debt more than all her clothes and this paltry 
watch is worth.i' 

"It is true - oh, very true!'' said Ellen. 
" Then come along, darling ; Will Wat

kins's locker is low, but not empty, thanks 
K 3 
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to his honour the lieutenant; so come along, 
swab the spray from your day-lights, pretty 
one; and depend on 't, though you may go 
to the workhouse, you '11 never meet such a 
breeze as that there vulgar body 's after 
blowing at us." 

,vith these words honest \Vatkins stamped 
away, holding fast by the hand of his com
panion, which he had drawn under his arm 
with a violence that pained her.-,Vhen they 
were out of the house and garden, and not 
till then, Ellen trembled at the thoughts of 
what she might have t@ encounter; and the 
boisterous manners of her ne,Y friend, whose 
uncouthness had hitherto been lost in his 
kindness, alarmed and distressed her. Like 
most other children of talent and studious 
habits, she was retiring in her manners, and 
modest almost to timidity, and for four years 
she had been shut out of all society, except 
that of the house she had just quitted; so 
that, although she could not be supposed to 
regret that whieh she left, ) et it will be 
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readily imagined that her fears of what she 
might have to encounter were very terrible. 

In reviewing the conduct of Miss Collinson, 
it had appeared to Ellen so extremely cruel 
and unjust a thing to deprive her of her good 
name, and thus for ever cut her off from her 
grandmother's favour, and cause poor Tom 
to participate in the calamity, that she could 
not help looking upon her as a species of 
monster, whose character was so execrable, 
that it was utterly impossible ever more to 
esteem, and whose commands it would be 
henceforth impossible to obey; and any kind 
of situation in the world appeared, therefore, 
better than a residence under her roof. Her 
awakened fears now told her, that it was but 
too probable that she might have to live 
with people who, to the barbarity of :Miss 
Collinson, added the rudeness incident to 
vulgarity ; and that she was now for ever 
shut out from those acquirements and em
ployments which had hitherto formed the 
pursuit, and been the solace of her life. She 
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was entering on a world for which she was 
totally unfitted, alike by birth, habit, incli
nation, and faculties; and as these appalling 
thoughts came over her, the hurried steps 
she had taken were checked, and after a time 
she walked with still greater languor, and at 
length stood still: her companion, observing 
this, seated her on a stile, and hallooing in 
her ear-" Come, cheer up, my little hearty!" 
hobbled away as fast as he was able. 

Ellen scarcely regretted his departure; 
for she wished to be alone, that she might 
weep freely; and having done so, she felt 
relieved, and looked around her. The morn
ing was fine, and the beautiful meadows 
among ,vhich she was seated were green as 
emeralds, and emitted a delightful odour 
that cheered and invigorated her senses; 
their hedges were spangled with innumerable 
flowers, and inhabited by singing-birds, that 
joined in sweet chorus, as if to hail the sun, 
now climbing towards meridian splendour; 
just below her ran a gurgling brook, whose 
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little rippling waves sparkled with the sun

beam, as they broke over innumerable peb

bles. Ellen was ever alive to the beauties 

of ~ature, and the sweet scene around her, 

by degrees, soothed and composed her mind: 
and although she felt as if she were now left 

without a single tie to any human being, 

especially when she cast her eyes towards 
the distant sea, and remembered that every 

breath of air which fanned her face filled the 

sails that bore away her beloved brother, yet 

she felt as if the Almighty hand, which sus

tained all around her in life and beauty, would 

sustain her also. She devoutly addressed 

herself in earnest supplication to God, for 

his aid and protection ; she recalled to her 

mind all those gracious promises in the Scrip
tures, which are peculiarly addressed to the . 
helpless and friendless: she remembered our 

Saviour's assurance, that " He who clotheth 

the lilies of the field, and in '°" hose sight not 
a sparrow falleth to the ground unnoticed," 
would be the guardian an<l preserver of all 



I I 

118 ELLEN, 

whose faith and obedience laid hold upon His 
promises; and she determined to show sub
mission to the Divine will, by cheerfully con
forming to the duties of that station in which 
He now thought proper to place her. 

This happy and beneficial train of thought 
was interrupted by the honest sailor, who 
now returned with a load of gingerbread and 
oranges, which, with more kindness than wis
dom, he had brought her. Ellen accepted 
them with lively gratitude, which evidently de
lighted him, and he sat down on the grass to 
watch her eating, greatly adding to her plea
sure by pointing out a very decent woman who 
was coming towards them, and who, he told 
her, was his landlady, and the sister of the 
mistress of the poor-house, to whom she would 
conduct her and recommend her. Ellen felt 
much gratified by finding herself in company 
with a female, who, on her part, seemed no 
less pleased to show her kindness, saying, 
" That for ,villiam '\'Vatkins,s sake, she would 
have gladly taken her to her own house; but 
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it being a public-house, she thought it was 
not so proper for a young Miss like her, and 
that she had no doubt but that her sister 
would keep her snug in her own little par
lour, till such time as the overseers passed 
her on to her own country; and then she 
supposed there would be plenty o' fine folks 
ready to take such a nice girl as she/' 

Poor Ellen did not rightly understand this; 
but she felt that if she were to be sent to the 
place where she was born, she should have the 
sad satisfaction of weeping over her mother's 
grave. Her heart, hmvever, sunk at the idea 
of parting from these kind and generous people 
at the time when she was becoming reconciled 
to them ; and this sense of her forlorn situation 
increased still more, when she was taken into 
the poor-house ; for the mistress, after wel
coming her sister, and hearing \Vatkins 's ac
count of the affair, treated her with the great
est kindness, and promised to make up a little 
bed for her in a corner of her own room. 

The honest conductor of poor Ellen shortly 
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departed, but not till \Vatkins had emptied the 

last of his stores into her lap, and promised 

" to beat the garrison about :Madam Collin

son,s ears the next day, if she persisted in re

fusing her clothes." Ellen endeavoured to 

make him desist from this attempt; her high 

sense of honesty, in the payment of all debts, 

would have led her to make any sacrifice on 

that account to any person, but she felt more 

particularly led to insist upon being out of 

debt to 1\Iiss Collinson, because she scorned 

obligation where she could not feel respect: 

and though she had attained calmness, she 

could not yet regain esteem for that lady. 

The remembrance of her own free forgiveness, 

and the patience with which she had suffered 

rather than injure her, rose to her mind, and 

combated the endeavours she used to restore 

her to her accustomed regard; and she there

fore sought to forget her injuries, seeing she 

could not reconcile herself to them when thry 

were present to her memory. 

,vbcn her warm-hearted though humble 
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friends were withdrawn, Ellen, agreeably to 
the resolution she had made, desired the mis
tress of the house to give her some work ; 
with which she complied by reaching down a 
reel, on which she desired her to wind some 
thread from the boubins. Ellen had never 

seen this done, and she handled the reel awk
wardly, but showed such a disposition to do 
it, that :Mrs. Jones took a pleasure in teaching 
her, and lamented that the duties of her station 
obliged her to leave such a handy little girl. 

The degree of calm Ellen now felt, from 
finding her situation so much better than she 
had dared to expect, was but of short dura
tion : she was condemned in the course of 
the day to observe suffering it was impossible 
to relieve, vulgarity it was disgusting to 
witness, and severity, or kindness, alike ex
erted in vain, to succour or amend. She 
found herself derided by some, and disliked 
by all, as an intruder ,vho would share that 
portion of kindness each sought to inherit, 
un<l every one felt assured she could not 
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merit, because she was a lady (a term here 
used to express only idleness and depend
ence); not but there were some who ap
peared to feel the purest pity for her situ
ation, and to check the rest in their expres
sions of contempt; and though their manners 
were unpolished, yet their sensibility and 
good-will soothed and consoled her. 

The unaffected submission, and the conci
liating disposition of Ellen, so won upon the 
upright and good-tempered l\1rs. Jones, that 
she heartily hoped she would not be removed 
from her care until a situation, really suitable 
for her, should be obtained. She turned 
this subject over frequently in her mind, and 
not knowing to whom she could better ad
dress her wishes than to the surgeon \vho 
visited the sick occasionally, she determined 
on making an errand to him the next day, in 
order to gain a friend before the overseers 
should have their next consultation. This 
gentleman heard her account of the little 
girl with surprise and interest; but how was 
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that interest heightened, when, on visiting 
the workhouse, he saw before him the very 
child he had so humanely cured at l\liss Col
linson's school, and whose talents and unas
suming deportment had so often been remem
bered by him with pleasure and admiration ! 
To this gentleman Ellen was obliged to relate 
the most prominent features of her short but 
eventful life; which she did with the utmost 
delicacy to,vards l\Iiss Collinson, for whose 
real welfare and success in her school she 
had the greatest desire, ever holding in her 
mind the blessed advice of Him who told us 
to return good for evil: and she felt more 
particularly called upon for delicacy at this 
time, lest anything which might appear to 
the disadvantage of l\1iss Collinson should 
proceed from a spirit of revenge in her. l\Ir. 
Carr, the surgeon, heard her with great at
tention : and when she ceased to speak, asked 
abruptly, if she had got her clothes? 

Ellen blushed excessively, conscious of the 
figure she must cut in the eyes of a gentle-
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man. Her wardrobe had long been very low, 
and she had not had it in her power to make 
even the most of it of late ; so that she was 
well a ware, even if J\tiiss Collinson was in
duced to restore it, she should still cut a very 
shabby figure. Mr. Carr seemed to read her 
thoughts and her wants; for, taking out his 
purse, he put five guineas into her hand, 
saying, "I believe I must lend you a little 
matter to purchase a few frocks with; per
haps l\1rs. Jones can find a decent person 
in the house who will assist you to make 
them." 

" You are very, very good," cried Ellen, 
her eyes glistening with grateful tears; "but 
indeed, Sir, I fear that - I mean, I fear my 
poor father will be a long, long time, before 
he comes back." 

" Never mind that, you will repay me 
yourself; I mean to place you in a school, 
with a friend, who will take you, at my re
commendation, as a teacher, and in due time 
advance you a salary." 
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"Oh, I should be most happy, and I would 
do my very best; but I fear I am too young ! " 

" Do not entertain such fears: you are 
tall, and must provide yourself with clothes 
that shall make you look more womanly : the 
lady to whom I shall introduce you will give 
you the care of little ones at first; and you 
must improve yourself, so as to enable you 
to rise - but I have no time to lose, so good
b 'ye; my housekeeper will provide you linen 
and other necessaries ; the little I have given 
you is for those things which require taste 
and workmanship." 

1Ir. Carr departed, leaving our poor little 
girl so grateful to him, and to that God whose 
immediate delegate she believed him, that poor 
l\Irs. Jones was obliged repeatedly to awaken 
her from her ecstasy, by reminding her what a 
great deal she had to do. Once roused, Ellen 
displayed her ingenuity and industry in for
warding the joyful work; and, with the good 
woman's assistance, was soon attired in a mo
dest and genteel manner. On the day week 
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that l\fr. Carr had seen her, he called agam, 
and, alighting from a gig, took out a port
manteau, which he gave to Ellen, desiring 
her to lose no time in packing up the rest ot 
her clothes in it, as he should only give his 
horse a little corn, and set out with her 
immediately. Ellen hastened to obey him; 
but it was impossible for her to help no
ticing the things he had so kindly pro
vided for her, and ,vhich included every 
thing necessary for her personal comfort and 
respectability: one moment she gazed on 
the clothes, as l\1rs. Jones displayed them be
fore her; the next, she ran to the door to 
bless and thank the generous donor; but, 
overpowered by her feelings, she could only 
take his hand in silence, and gently press it. 
The good man was much affected; he ten
derly kissed her, and assured her that while 
she continued a good girl, she should never 

• want a friend in him, but added, in a hurry, 
" his time was very precious." 

That time ,vas again intruded upon; for 
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even after l\i rs. Jones had bade her a most 
affectionate farewell, a cry was heard of 
H Stop ! stop ! " and 1\!Ir. Carr, checking his 
horse, beheld the old sailor coming up as 
fast as his wooden leg would permit: he had 
been several times to see Ellen, but could 
not help, he said, coming to bid her farewell; 
besides, added he, " I ha' brought you a 
little matter of a book, proper for the voyage, 
let the wind lay as it may, my pretty one." 

Ellen reached out her hand, and received 
with pleasure of a mingled kind a neat little 
pocket Bible, heartily shaking, as well as she 
was able, the rough hand that presented it. 
Mrs. Jones, who was still watching her from 
the door, now came forward, saying, " Ah, 
\V atkins ! I am glad you be come, for l\1iss 
can see now that I gives you her keepsake 
safely; see here, man, the very first money 
as she got she bought this 'bacco-box with it 
for you."-Ellen blushed at this discovery : 
she felt afraid that she had done wrong to 
apply the money lent her for other purposes, 
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to what was, m fact, a gratification to her 
own feelings, for she had been early taught 
to be just before she was generous. In the 
approving glance of Mr. Carr she read an 
acquittal that was precious to her heart; 
and, with a smile and a tear, she once more 
bade farewell to her humble abode. 

Their journey was sixteen miles, and dur
ing part of the way, Mr. Carr gave her some 
account of the family where she was going, 
and advised her how to conduct herself. 
He likewise spoke to her of his own family 
and connexions, and gave her an interesting 
account of a family of nephews and nieces of 
his, who were orphans, and, like herself, 
under the necessity of earning their own 
living, as it was not in his power, he said, to 
provide for them farther than in assisting 
their education: he said, the lady to whose 
house they were now going, was a distant re
lation of his, and he was in hopes that she 
would take his youngest niece on easy terms 
for a year or two, in which case they would 
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be companions ; and, added he, " I sha11 
then have a double inducement for riding 

over now and then. My niece is older than 

you, Ellen, but not so forward in her learn

ing; if you take pains with her, you will 
make me your debtor, and do essential ser

vice to a very amiable orphan." 
Ellen's words were not heard, though her 

lips moved: her heart was too full for arti

culation; but how fully did she resolve, if 

ever it were in her power, she would prove 

her gratitude! 
At length the carriage drew up to the door 

of a beautiful mansion - Ellen's heart beat 

violently - she feared, she hoped, she ex

pected-in a few minutes it ceased to throb; 
a kind voice bad bade her welcome, and the 
penetrating eye which had scanned her seemed 

satisfied with the survey ; she was introduced 

to a family of about twenty, who were just 
arrived since the vacation, of whom nearly 
half, with pleasure and respect, received her 
as l\Iiss Ellen their Teacher. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

DELIGHTED to fin<l herself in the society 
of persons of congenial pursuits and talents, 
warmly attached to all who sought or ac
cepted her love, and enthusiastically grateful 
to the benevolence ,vhich received and fos
tered her, Ellen now appeared like a plant on 
which every element shed its most benignant 
influence; her tall meagre form became well
proportioned and graceful, and her sunken 
cheeks grew plump, and glowing with anima
tion; while her mind, matured by suffering, 
now displayed the power so hardly acquired, 
and gave effect to the talents Nature bestowed, 
and education had improved. \Vith unceas
ing diligence she applied herself to the task 
before her; ever bearing in mind the early 
and excellent advice of her mother, whose 
memory she cherished with the most lively 
esteem and affection, and whose precepts she 
no\v reviewed with equal pleasure, love, and 
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admiration. Although naturally lively, her 
early misfortunes, and her incessant anxiety 
respecting her father, had given an air of 
gravity to her features, which was of use in 
her present situation, as her extreme youth 
might otherwise have diminished that respec:t 
necessary to be observed to a teacher. l\1rs . 
Saunderson, the good lady under whose pro
tection she now resided, always endeavoured 
to support her authority amongst her own 
scholars, without exacting from her any 
affectation of consequence unnatural to her 
years. She was a clever, sensible, and good 
woman, who thoroughly understood the im
portant task of female education, to which, 
for several years, she had devoted herself 
with great success ; and having studied the 
general temrers and wishes of youth, she was 

1 aware that their attention is ever awake to 
superior talent, and their reverence truly ex
cited by virtue. Under this impression she 
bad listened to the entreaties of her worthy 
rclafrrn, the surgeon, and to the pleadings of 
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her own kind heart, when she ventured to 
engage our poor Ellen as a teacher. 

Happily, the views of this lady were 
seconded by a worthy person, who had long 
resiJed with her in quality of assistant, and 
who was partly led by the natural kindness 
of her temper to desire to benefit a friendless 
orphan; and partly from desire to find her
self without a riYal in the partner of her 
cares, she happening to be one of those 
people, who, with many good qualities and 
dispositions, are yet not conciliating to those 
whose consequence and endowments clash 
with their own. Such was l\liss Samson; 
and as it was impossible for a girl in her thir
teenth year to be put in competition with an 
experienced woman of thirty, Ellen not only 
experienced the utmost kindness, but sup
port, from her; and though she treated her 
as if she were her mother, she took care that 
no other person should behave to her as if 
she were a child. 

The gratitude and activity of Ellen were 
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in proportion to the benefits she experienced, 

and the happiness she enjoyed; and she con

trived, in various little attentions, to repay 

the services both of her generous governess 

and :Miss Samson : to the former, by strict 
attention to everything contributing to her 

interest; and to the latter, by lessening her 

toil, and applying her facility in work of 

various kinds for her use. 
She had not been many months at school, 

before l\fr. Carr brought his niece, 1\faria, 

who was precisely what he had described 

her ; an amiable, ingenuous girl, with a good 

understanding and capacity, but, although 

two years older than Ellen, greatly her infe

rior in know ledge. Similarity of circum

stances drew the girls into a close intimacy, 

which was still farther augmented on Ellen's 

side by the gratitude she owed l\fr. Carr; 

and finding there was in l\laria a kind of 

listlc.,ssncss which produced averseness to 

learning, she determined, for her uncle's Si.lke 
as well as her own, to endeavour to conquer 
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it. l\1aria was clever with her needle, and 
conceiving it her duty to be industrious, she 
had for a considerable time sewed with unre
mitting ardour; and it had become so much 
her habit, that she did not like to relinquish 
it for any other employment. Ellen easily 
convinced her reason, that there was a neces
sity for doing other things; but it was not 
easy to make other things agreeable to her: 
she got a lesson in French, or geography, as 
a task she wished to get over, or a kind of 
play it was her duty to make haste ·with, in 
order that her regular employment might 
begin again ; and on obsening this disposi
tion, l\1iss Samson positively asserted, that 
although she might be useful in some situa
tions in life, she never would be good for any
thing in that department which her kind uncle 
designed for her. 

Ellen hoped otherwise ; for she had ob
served in her a decided taste and approbation 
of mental acquirements, though she seemed 
unwilling to bestow on them the time and 

., 

,,, 



er 

1' 

THE TEACHER. 135 

trouble necessary. She spoke to her on the 

subject with so much ,varmth and affectionate 

solicitude, that :Maria declared she would 

give herself up entirely to her guidance; 

and Ellen seized the moment to assure her 

that it was her earnest request that she would 

devote herself entirely to the various studies 

prescribed for her by 1\fiss Samson, and deter

mine never either to touch or think of work, 

farther than the care of her own clothes. 

"Surely," exclaimed 1\1aria, "you cannot 

think sewing an useless accomplishment to 

any woman ? " 
" Indeed I do not; I do my best to incul

cate a proper knowledge of the needle, and 

every other domestic accomplishment con

nected with it, such as neatness, order, and 

iugenuity, in every child committed to my 

care; but you must be aware, l\Iaria, that it 

is your duty, and mine, to teach many things, 

of which this is, though very essential, only 

one, and one ,vhich may be acquired at a 

trifling expense, by any child. 1\Iothers can 
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teach it with little trouble: even servants can 
teach it; once acquired, it is always known; 
of course it requires the least possible appli
cation of mind and memory; and as you are 
perfect in it, you have no time to lose in 
securing other valuable and necessary know
ledge." 

" Well, I will take your advice, Ellen; 
but I do like working, and it is certainly a 
good thing to be industrious." 

" Certainly : but industry applies still 
more to work of the head than the hand; 
sewing is an amusement to me, as well as to 
you-a relief from fatiguing application : do 
not suppose I wish to check your industry; 
no ! I wish to throw it into a channel more 
consistent with your situation and your du
ties ; and I will venture to assure you, that 
the pleasure of possessing knowledge fully 
repays the toil of acquiring it." 

" To you it may, Ellen, because you are 
clever; lVIiss Samson says you are a girl of 
genius : but I may fag, and think, and read, • 
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and still be good for nothing but sewing at 

last." 
" Indeed, Maria, having a genius is all a 

,, joke: do you think my genius would have 

taught me French, without beginning at the 

.... lowest rules, as everybody else does ?-I 

believe the conjugation of the verbs cost me 

the same trouble it does other people; but 

perhaps I used more resolution. I don't re

member my genius giving me any assistance 

in getting the multiplication table ; but my 

affection did, for I got it to please my dear 

mother." 

t. 

" But you could not draw without a 

genius, Ellen ? '' 
" I believe genius is requisite for a great 

painter; but all persons endued with a good 

eye, and determined to attend to what they 

are doing, may learn to draw respectably, 

which is all that is required from you. The 

same observation will hold good with music; 

but I would not have you pursue that; you 

cannot give it the time necessary for pro-
M 3 
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ficiency, without slighting those things which 
are more essential. Never allow yourself to 
think you have not the power necessary for 
attaining what you have in view, nor ever 
think you have attained sufficient while any 
thing remains unlearnt: in the mean time, 
be determined to use your utmost exertion, if 
only for a limited time; suppose we say one 
month from this day." 

" "\Vith all my heart; but now suppose at 
the end of the month I am not one bit 
better?" 

" In that case," said Ellen, smiling, "yon 
shall be released from your engagement, and 
be deemed a mere semstress for the rest of 
your life." 

It will be readily believed, that in a 
month's time l\Iaria had made a sufficient 
progress to give her that in ward confidC'nce 
and effectual encouragement which Ellen 
sought to instil; and from that time she 
made such a regular improvement, as greatly 
to delight her good uncle', who from time to 

r,., 
t ., 



,t 

THE TEACHER, 139 

time visited the school, and at the second va
cation gave Ellen an invitation to visit him 
along with his niece. During the time she 

spent there, which was Christmas, a large 
party was one day present; and a lady, who 
ha<l three little girls, remarked, that " she 
was sorry, for her own sake, that Mrs. Saun
derson's school was always full;" adding, 
" to be sure, my children are so little, that 
an inferior school would do very well for a 
few years, and I would send them to 1\Iiss 
Collinson's here in my own neighbourhood ; 
but they say she is such a terrible creature in 
her temper: besides, I am told she starves 
the poor things, and teaches them next to 
nothing. I once heard that she really killed 
a poor little girl who had no friends ; but I 
hope this is not true- I cannot believe that." 

" Oh no, lVIa'am, pray don't believe it," 
cried Ellen eagerly ; blushing, as she spoke, 
from the consciousness that her youth denied 
her the right of speaking in a large party, 
except when she was personally addressed. 
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" Do you know l\Iiss Collinson, my 
dear?" said the lady, who was much in
terested in the inquiry, from having a large 
family, whom she was, from prudential mo
tives, anxious to educate cheaply, provided 
she could do it consistently with her affection. 

" Yes, l\Ia'am," said Ellen with modest 
firmness, " I know her very well; and I as
sure you it is a mistake that she uses the chil
dren ill, or neglects their learning: she keeps 
four clever teachers for them ; and though 
she does not stay much in the school-room, 
which probably gave rise to the report, she 
takes care that the assistants do their duty.,' 

" And you think they are not starved ? " 
" I am sure they are not: her table is 

plain, because her terms are low, but there is 
quite sufficient indeed: she is not a covetous 
woman, J\1adam, but you know she cannot 
afford to be very generous." 

" True, my dear, but she can afford to 
behave well; and I am told she is very v10-
1cnt when she is angry." 
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" I believe, l\tfa'am, she is conscious of 
her weakness, and therefore seldom visits 

the school-room." 
" You are a good advocate, Miss; were 

you ever in her school ? " 
" Yes, l\tla'am, for four years: it is scarcely 

one since I left her.'' 
" Indeed ! I am sure your attainments do 

he1· honour. I really think I shall be tempted 

to take my little girls to her: but allow me 
one more question; did you ever hear or see 
anything, when you were there, of a little 
orphan, whom she was said to use with great 

cruelty, because she had no friends to stand 

up for her, or pay for her education? " 
Poor Ellen's face, neck, and even hands, 

were now dyed with crimson; she tried to 
speak, but the words died on her tongue, 
and the tears sprang to her eyes. 

" Ah ! " said the lady, " you can say no
thing to this charge, I perceive ; you pro
bably know too much; but, however, I do 

not wish you to tell school tales." 



142 ELLEN, 

" She can at least prove one thing," said 
l\1r. Carr, anxious to relieve her: '' and 
that is, that the little friendless girl was not 
murdered; and that she has the magnanimity 
to forgive her persecutor, to be silent as to 
her own injuries, and to defend even her 
enemy in those points in which she wa-s free 
from blame.,, 

Every eye was instantly turned on Ellen 
with surprise and admiration: but so far was 
she from conceiving that she had done mare 
than a simple act of justice, that she felt it 
would have been right if the company had 
been informed how much she had been in
debted to :;.\liss Collinson at the period allud
ed to ; as that might have been considered, 
perhaps, in mitigation of her severity; for 
though Ellen was, of course, well aware that 
no circumstance could justify such conduct, 
yet it might, in a certain degree, palliate its 
guilt. She bad ever, in reconsidering the 
past, felt more hurt at l\liss Collinson for in
juring her in the opinion of her grandmother, 
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than for the personal punishments she had 
inflicted on her; as she deemed the one an 
effect of ill-humour, the other of malevolent 
design: but time, which had softened her 
vexation, had enabled her to see that this act 
likewise might proceed from irritation, and 
perhaps pecuniary pressure ; and as the most 
fatal part of it, in the first place, was sending 
her brother to sea, which she no longer con
sidered a great misfortune, she had been en
abled to forgive the whole affair, and, in the 
true spirit of Christianity, sincerely to wish 
her late governess success. 

Other conversation being introduced by 
l\Ir. Carr, no more was said; but the lady 
actually placed her children with :Miss Col
linson, whose school had declined exceedingly 
in the last year, and who was at this time 
humbled and mortified by the reports which 
had gained ground respecting her establish
ment. She heard with astonishment that 
:Miss Delville's recommendation had induced 
this lady to bring her children ; and the 
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gratitude, which of course succeeded her 
surprise, was much increased, when, in the 
course of the following week, she received six 
other pupils, whose parents were biassed by 
the example of the first lady, who was a 
person of much influence. Bitterly did :Miss 
Collinson now lament that she had driven 
from her house, and her heart, that excellent 
girl, who could thus reward good for evil; 
and the first proof she gave of her repentance 
was to write a long letter to :Mrs. Seymour, 
in which she took shame upon herself for 
having vilified so admirable a character, and 
described her, with truth, as one that would 
do honour to any family. 

This letter was returned unopened, ahd, 
like many other passionate people, she found 
how much easier it is to make a wound than 
to heal it - to scatter poison than to admi
nister an antidote. 

Full of sorrow and mortification, her next 
step was, to lament the bad success of her 
letter to the lady in question, and, as far as 
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it was necessary, explain its contents to her. 
Grieved to find such an injury had been 
given, in addition to other sufferings, to one 
for whom she had conceived a strong predi
lection, the lady undertook to forward an
other letter to Mrs. Seymour, through the 
medium of Sir Charles Selby, with whom her 
eldest son was acquainted at college, and 
which she doubted not the favourite grandson 
would present faithfully. Accordingly it was 
sent, but without effect so far as regarded 
the grandmother. Such a representation was, 
however, given of Ellen to her young cousin, 
that not long after she returned to school, 
she received a letter from him at Oxford, 
assuring her of his love and protection, and 
particularly promising never to lose sight of 
her dear brother, for whom he professed the 
truest regard; and he concluded by request
ing her acceptance of a twenty_-pound bill, 
which he inclosed, desiring that she would 
give him all the particulars of her situation, 
and inform him how he could be useful to her. 

N 
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Those only who have been placed in the 
isolated, forlorn situation of our poor Ellen, 
can form any idea of the pleasure this letter 
communicated to her affectionate but long
bereaved heart: no wonder she wept over it 
with delight. It appeared to her as if a 
friend from heaven itself had been sent to 
illumine her path, and point out the hopes of 
future happiness. :Much improved as her 
situation had lately been, yet many a time 
had the sight of other young people, re
joicing in the presence or the expectation of 
their friends, cut her to the heart; and often, 
in the silence and solitude of night, had bitter 
tears trickled do\vn her cheeks, as she re
traced the sorrows of her early life, the clouds 
that hung over its future prospects, and es
pecially the total friendlessness of her situa
tion ;-she felt herself cast on the charity of 
the world; and while she thankfully accept
ed the portion of good offered her by stran
gers, yet she \Vas deeply sensible of the supe
rior blessings afforded by a permanent home, 
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an<l the comforts of having parents, friends, 
and relations, ,;i;,ho might love and protect her. 
In this one letter she almost fancied she had 
gained a host, although she had never yet 
beheld the amiable and generous writer. 

Ellen did her best to answer the letter 
properly; but while she sincerely thanked 
her good cousin for his gift, which she ac
cepted with modest frankness, she had no 
small pleasure in assuring him, that she was 
now enabled to earn her own living by the 
unremitting exertion of the little talent she 
possessed; and that she hoped his kind re
mittance would enable her to repay the ge
nerous friend, who had procured her present 
situation, the money he had advanced for her 
in a time of very great distress. 

According to her intentions, as thus ex
pressed, she immediately wrote to 1\Ir. Carr, 
inclosing the bank-bill, which she informed 
him was the gift of her cousin, and which 
she entreated him to accept in part of pay
ment: at the same time she declared, neither 
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time nor money ever could repay her obliga
tions to him. On shewing this letter to :i\irs. 
Saunderson for her approbation, that lady 
gave it freely, saying "she was glad to find 
in her a sense of justice so prompt;" observ
ing, at the same time, that " l\liss Collinson, 
she believed, had an older claim upon her.,, 
Ellen, blushing, acknowledged the fact, and, 
with a sigh, said she believed it vrns her duty 
to settle with that lady first. According to 
this improved determination, she inclosed 
fifteen pounds in a letter to that lady, ,vho 
soon after sent her back her clothes, and the 
,vatch which had been her dear Tom's part
ing gift, and which she received with tears 
of joy. But what added much to her plea
sure, was finding among her packages a letter 
from this ct ear brother, which gave her a very 
pleasant account of his present situation, the 
hardships of which did not appear to affect 
him so much as she had feared they would, 
and the pleasures of which yet preserved 
their first charm in hi::; eyes. 

,j 

.. 
t 

h .,, 

! f 

t' 

I 
<t 



THE TEACHER. 149 

Again and again the eyes of Ellen 
glanced on her recovered present, as if lath 
to part with it, and yet aware that she had 
no right to possess property while she re
mained in debt. 1\Irs. Saunderson relieved 
her, by saying, " Ellen, it is time for you 
and me to have some settlement; I think 
we may as well do it now." 

"l\ladam,i' said Ellen, " I thought - I 
understood you had the goodness to accept 
my services for my board : I know they are 
Yery inadequate, but-" 

"That was, doubtless, my agreement with 
l\Ir. Carr; but having found you much bet
ter, and more useful, than I expected, I may 
be allowed to treat myself, and you, by add
ing a little stipend to your board: for the 
first two years of your residence with me, I 
shall give you ten guineas a-year; for the 
two following, fifteen ; and from that period, 
thirty guineas per annum. I shall now pay 
you for a year and a half, which, with the 
five pounds you have, will enable you to re-

N 3 
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turn i\:Ir. Carr the money he advanced, which 
I know was twenty pounds. This payment. 
will, of course, leave you poor; but as you are 
a good manager, that will not signify.~, 

"It will make me happy, most happy," 
said Ellen, gratefully seizing the hand of 
her benefactress, and eagerly kissing it: 
then, with a heart lightened of all its present 
cares, she once more addressed l\lr. Carr 
and inclosed the remittance. 

l\Ir. Carr accepted the payment of the 
money, of which the increasing claims of his 
orphan kindred made him feel the want; 
but, in answering Ellen's letter, he begged 
her to accept from him a five-pound note, as 
an earnest of his obligation to her for the 
extraordinary care she had displayed towards 
his niece ; and at the same time he presented 
her with a handsome bonnet and pelisse, 
which he knew would be highly acceptable 
to her. 

The kind intentions of 1'Irs. Saunderson, 
thus displayed, rendered Ellen, if possible, 

,, . 
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more anxious than ever to merit her kind

ness ; and, to this end, she denied herself the 

gratification most dear to her, that of pur

suing the knowledge of music, devoting every 

moment of her time to instruction. The 

good effect::; of her care and her example 

\\ere felt throughout the school: girls of her 

own age were led to imitate her industry, and 

the younger felt proud of having her for 

their instructress, and were led to contem

plate in her the possibility of early attain

ments; while J\Irs. Saunderson and 1\liss 

Samson ,ied with each other in their re

spective departments how to render her as 

happy as she was deserving, and frequently 

made her such little presents as would en

able her to dress with propriety, and save 

her from all pecuniary mortification. 

The greatest pleasure Ellen derived from 

this change of her circumstancE:s, was the 

power she experienced of contributing her 

mite to the relief of poverty and sickness, 

wheneYer it was presented to her considcra-
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tion, and of evincing gratitude towards those 
who had served her; and the first time i\Ir. 
Carr appeared after her acquisition, she with 
great delight placed a pound of fine tea in 
his gig for l\lrs. Jones, and another of to
bacco for old Watkins : nor did she forget 
the cook, and poor Betty, who had been her 
first friends: and most happy was she in 
being the means of procuring each of them 
good places through the medium of ?\Ir. 
Carr, who never hesitated to recommend 
any person to whom she gave a good cha
racter; being persuaded that her sense of 
justice was such, that she \Vould not suffer 
even her benevolence to mislead her. 

In proportion as Ellen increased in power 
and influence in the school, so she exerted 
herself to increase the good dispositions and 
virtuous propensities of those under her: she 
led them to making subscriptions for the 
poor, and to devoting portions of their play
hours to works of charity; and by portion
ing their time, inspired them with a love of 
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order, punctuality, and business, that could 

not fail to be beneficial to each individual in 

future life. Of the time allotted to the 

poor, she likewise made a division; part of 

it being devoted to the making elegant trifles, 

which were disposed of at the repositories to 

produce money, and the other to the making 

useful things for children out of the old 

clothes which were incapable of being mend

ed. Thus charity and economy went hand 

in hand ; an<l in the pleasure of bestowing 

actual relief, of literally clothing the naked 

and feeding the hungry, a taste for intel

lectual gratification was inspired, selfish 

pleasures despised and abandoned at an age 

when they are generally predominant, and a 

spirit of universal good-will and affection to 

each other rendered prevalent; since nothing 

is so strong a bond of union as one general 

interest, and each in this happy family looked 

to her neighbour for the furtherance of some 

particular good then occupying their atten

tion ; an<l e\ en the youngest among them 
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was allowed to form a part of the society, and assist, according to her abilities, in forwarding the good ,vork before them. 
Ellen had resided in this situation three years, and had advanced some months in her sixteenth year, ,vhen one day she was called into l\Irs. Saunderson's closet, with an air of such seriousness, though not displeasure, as to give her some degree of alarm. 

"1 have something of great importance to communicate to you, my dear Ellen: but it is nothing alarming; so pray sit down, and don't look so frightened." 
"Excuse me, madam ; alarm is but too natural to one who has a brother at sea, and a father in prison, if-if he lives at all." 
"It is for the sake of hvo persons so dear to you, that I am induced to mention the proposal that has been made to me respecting you; for otherwise, Ellen, you are so dear to me, and I am persuaded you love me so well, that it is not likely any paltry consideration of interest should part us." 
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" Part us ! ,, exclaimed Ellen : 
madam, do not send me from you, 
assured I will never leave you." 

155 
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" Yes, Ellen, you must and will leave me ; 
for it is our duty to part, though a painful 
one to both. The lady you met with at 1\lr. 
Carr's, about two years ago, has never for
gotten you ; and an opportunity has offered 
of recommending you as a proper governess 
for the children of General Sir Francis Con
duit, whose lady and family have lately ar
rived at the neighbouring town of---
for the benefit of sea-bathing. The General 
is now abroad ; he is a man of great bravery 
and worth, and being likewise very rich and 
well connected, enjoys extensive influence, 
which may enable him greatly to benefit your 
dear relatives.,, 

Ellen sat a long time silent, revolving the 
matter in her mind: at last she arose, say
ing, " You have already decided for me, 
madam, and your decision was undoubtedly 
right. I must go; but parting is so very, 
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very painful, that pardon me if I feel un
equal to speaking of it. 
have been everything to 
my mother again." 

Oh, madam, you 
me ; in you I lose 

" But yet, my dear child, you have the 
least share of the sorrow; since I not only 
part with one whom I dearly love, but have 
likewise an irreparable loss in my assistant." 

" No, madam," said Ellen, her counte
nance brightening: "there, at least, I have 
the consolation of relieving you. :Maria 
Carr is worthy of your encouragement, and 
fully equal to the situation I quit; she has 
been the object of my most anxious care, 
and her present state of improvement is my 
rich reward; how much will it be increased 
if you permit her to replace me ! " 

"Then, my love, be happy; I can rely 
on your recommendation, and will put :.\Iaria 
in your place; she has had the advantage 
of your example, and will, I trust, prove 
worthy of the anxiety you evince for her." 

l\1aria heard of the change which was 
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intended to take place in the family, with 
blended emotions of sorrow, joy, and grati
tude; but with the rest of the young ones, 
it was learnt with sorrow unmixed; and 
although they all loved their governess 
dearly, and had a sincere regard for 1\liss 
Samson, yet they broke out into an uni
versal cry, as if some terrible affliction of 
the most irreparable nature had befallen 
them, clinging round Ellen, and beseeching 
her not to forsake them, assuring her again 
and again, that they would be good and 
attentive, and never give her any trouble if 
she would remain with them. In this mo
ment of awakened feeling, she might have 
said, in the language of the apostle, " \Vhat 
mean ye thus to weep and to break my heart?" 
for her heart was indeed ready to break, and 
she felt as if no selfish view whateYer could 
have induced her to resign a situation so 
peculiarly dear. l\Irs. Saunderson, \vith the 
truest affection, exerted herself to keep up 
Ellen's spirits; and when the first flow of 

0 
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grief had subsided, to show her pupils how 
necessary it was for even the best affections 
of the heart to be under the control of 
reason, lest they inflict pain where they de
sire to bestow consolation, pointing out to 
them all Ellen's good qualities as objects for 
their emulation rather than incentives to 
their regret. 

The eventful day arrived, and Ellen, 
amid mingled tears, prayers, thanks, and 
blessings, left an abode so justly endeared 
to her. The lady who had so kindly recom
mended her, conducted her to Lady Con
duit's, who received her with the utmost 
affability; shortly aftenvards introducing 
her to three lovely little girls, the eldest 
of whom was eight, the youngest five years 
old. They appeared at first shy and fear
ful; but on looking more nearly at Ellen, 
their fears gave way, and they ,vere even 
desirous of attracting her attention, and en
gaging her love. Ellen pei·ceived many 
significant looks pass bctw een the two ladies, 
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from which she feared that Lady Conduit 
was disappointed in finding her so very 
young; and as she thought they would 
converse more at their ease in her absence, 
she gladly accepted the invitation of Louisa, 
the youngest, who proposed shewing her the 
library, and taking her to see grandmamma, 
who was very poorly, but would be glad to 
see her. She rose, and, as she followed her 
little conductor, heard Lady Conduit ex
claim, " 'Tis an extraordinary girl at fif
teen ; yet, she is but a girl, you know: " to 
which the other replied, " Try her, my lady; 
only try her."-Ellen tripped hastily away; 
but her heart ached, and for a moment the 
tears again rushed to her eyes: she felt as 
if she had left certain comforts for uncertain 
honours. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

IN a short time Ellen felt not merely 
satisfied, but happy, in her new situation; 
and not only the elegant suavity of Lady 
Conduit's manners, but the steady appro
bation with which she viewed her conduct, 
proved to her that all fears on the score of 
her youth had subsided. She was also 
treated by the do\vager Lady Conduit with 
great kindness. This truly excellent woman 
was much an invalid from rheumatic com
plaints; but her temper was cheerful, her 
mind highly improved, and her company 
remarkably entertaining. She resided v,ith 
her daughter-in-law during the General's 
absence, and participated, with natural 
anxiety, in all the hopes and fears incident 
to his situation, as he was now fighting his 
country's battles in Spain. It frequently 
happened that they spoke of the situation 
and troubles incident to a soldier's life in 
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Ellen's presence, and would observe how 
often her complexion varied, and the tears 
filled her eyes. This led them to inquire 
the nature of her interest in the army ; 
and when they found how long her father 
had been a prisoner, they determined on 
endeavouring to effect his release; but, fear
ful of disappointment, knowing how many 
brave men had died during their captivity, 
they did not give hope until they should 
have ensured it on a rational foundation. 

Besides the family already mentioned, 
there was a personage who, although very 
little, was of great importance: this was the 
youngest child, the son and heir of the 
baronet, whose large estates were entailed 
on male issue, and ,, ho had for many years 
waited in vain for a son, and had not yet had 
the satisfaction of seeing him, as he was not 
born till three months after the General's 
departure. He was a lovely little fellow, 
just entering his third year, a period of life 
when children are singularly engagmg; -

0 3. 
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their half-uttered words, lively gestures, and 
animated actions, which· supply to them lan
guage and expression, render them so inter
esting and entertaining, that persons of the 
coldest hearts and most phlegmatic dispo
sitions generally express pleasure on seeing 
them; whilst in those of sensibility and ten
derness, they awaken delight almost to trans
port. Ellen's amusement in this child was 
consequently great; and when the hours 
devoted to study were over, there \Vas a 
never-failing cry of " Opy door for ittle 
Frank," heard at the school-room entrance, 
and he became the plaything pupil of the 
hour. He was a very sharp child, and soon 
became expert in finding out the ivory letters 
of his youngest sister: and every acquisition 
he made \\ as reported as a prodigy of learn
ing, and helped to fill the affectionate letters 
of his fond mother to his far-distant father. 

The evenings of Ellen \Vere soon delightful 
to her, as they \verc always spent with the 
ladies, and the polite and enlightened sot·icty 
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which occasionally visited them, and which 
was constituted of tlie select few with whom 
people superior both in rank and mind could 
properly associate. Lady Conduit was not 
only an elegant but a very beautiful woman, 
and was yet very young, and altogether an 
object of so much attraction, that she found 
it consistent with her delicacy, as well as the 
inviolable regard she felt for her husband, to 
withdraw as much as possible from the ,vorld 
during the painful period of his absence; 
and of course her time was devoted to her 
family and the General's mother, for whom 
she felt, and from whom she received, the 
truest affection ; for that lady, having no 
daughter of her own, naturally considered 
her son's wife as such in the most endearing 
sense of the connexion. 

To such a family Ellen was therefore 
valuable, not only as one who fulfilled the 
most important duties towards their beloved 
children, but increased their circle of domestic 
societv. Ladv Conduit was fond of music, 
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and an excellent performer on the harp: 

Ellen now found time for practice, and, with 

the advantage of her ladyship's instructions, 

soon attained such a proficiency as enabled 

her to accompany her patroness on the piano

forte. An excellent library, supplied with 

all the modern publications of worth and 

celebrity, was amongst her highest enjoy

ments ; and her time passed in such various 

and delightful occupations, that she was 

compelled to acknowledge that her situation 

was indeed greatly improved, and her good 
governess heard it with the sincerest pleasure. 

But to no one did the happiness of Ellen 

give more pleasure than :i\lr. Carr, who fre

quently saw her at church, but not at the 

General's house, he being ( as Ellen thought 

unfortunately) rather at too great a distance 

to be employed professionally by the family. 
The good-will this gentleman bore her was 

amply returned; and to her great satisfaction, 

before she had resided six months in this 

family, she was enabled to procure a situa-
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tion in the army, as assistant-surgeon, for 
one of his nephews, the brother of her friend 

:l\Iaria. 
The conversation she held with the ladies 

respecting this young man led them to in
quire concerning her own brother; and per
ceiving how tenderly she loved him, they 
were struck with the delicacy and gratitude 
of a girl who could not beg for herself, yet 

ventured, in despite of her native timidity, 
to entreat for another. She had scarcely left 
the room when the elder lady called for her 
writing materials, and addressed a letter on 
behalf of poor Tom to an old friend whose 
power and will to benefit him she could not 
doubt. 

"\Vhen Ellen arrived at her present desti
nation, she naturally inquired after the inha
bitants of that house in its vicinity "- here she 
had spent so many wretched days - where 
her affections and her talents had been called 
upon in vain to atone for her poverty. She 
found that :Miss Collinson was 011 the point 
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of marrying into a distant county, and that 
her school vrns to be given up to that young 
lady from whom she had received such kind 
attentions, and with whom she gladly renewed 
her acquaintance, though it admitted of but 
few personal interviews, as their residence 
was four miles distant from each other. One 
fine morning, some time after the event we 
have mentioned took place, Ellen's pupils 
having taken a ride in the coach with their 
good grandmamma, she took the advantage 
of devoting the morning to a visit to her old 
residence, where she was received with the 
greatest pleasure by l\liss l\Iasters, and a few 
who yet remembered her; but the pleasure 
of this visit was exchanged for melancholy 
recollections and sorrowful conjectures, when 
this young lady presented her with an old 
letter which she had found among the papers 
of business left by the late governess, and 
which appeared to have been \Vritten by her 
father from a French prison, and committed 
to the care of some of his comrades who 

Fr 
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meditated escape. He lamented m it his 
bad health, his utter incapacity to make the 
proper remittances for his daughter, and 
earnestly entreated lVIiss Collinson to apply 
to 1\Irs. Seymour on her behalf, recommend
ing her with great tenderness to the pity and 
protection of her governess as a motherless 
child. 

From various circumstances, the young 
ladies concluded that this letter had not 
reached the school until Ellen had left it; 
and that 1\Iiss Collinson was at the time 
either under the dominion of anger or shame, 
either of which would induce her to suppress 
it. Ellen was undoubtedly glad to receive 
such a proof of the existence and the affection 
of her father within three or four years; but 
many new fears, and feelings of love and 
sorrow, were naturally awakened by it; and 
she returned home full of solicitude, reflect
ing on the peculiarity of her situation, and 
retracing the griefs and disgraces of her early 
years. 
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In her way it was necessary to pass the 
stile where she had sat so long ·when on her 
way to the poor-house; and here her sensibi
lity ,vas again called upon by seeing old 
'\Vatkins sitting smoking his pipe: his plea
sure at seeing her was so great, that she al
most dismissed her cares on perceiving she 
had the pO\ver of making a fellow-creature 
so happy. " Ah, :\Iiss," said he, "many 's 
the time I've thought to come and see you, 
knowing as how you 'd be glad to see me; 
because for why, you were always sending 
me a remembrance when a packet came 
athw1art you. But I don't like to sail in the 
wake of those booby sarvants that flutter 
about great houses; being neither a shark 
nor a butterfly myself, you see I can't keep 
company with they: and my mind always 
misgave me that I should meet you some 
day in these moorings, especially when I 
found the fire-ship had steered off from the 
school, and that you 'd been to sec dame 
Jones at the poor.house." 
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" I have had great pleasure 111 hearing of 

you from time to time," said Ellen, " and 

am truly glad to see you now, indeed I am, 

"\Vatkins." 
As Ellen spoke, she laid her hand in the 

rough palm of the honest tar, who, gazing 

on it, exclaimed, "I thank God, this is as it 

should be: when I first see'd this hand, I 

thought ~twould break my old heart if it 

were made to pu11 the ropes and drudgery 
at a workhouse - and I don' t doubt but the 

time 'ill come when it 'ill hoist a sail wi' 

the richest- and proudest she i' the land." 
Ellen smiled and shook her head; but 

her heart said, " If it were so, "\Vatkins 
should be amply provided for." 

The old sailor walked with Ellen till she 

arrived near home, "hen he bade her fare

well, wiping away a tear of mingled pleasure 
and pain as he turned homewards. On en
tering the library, Ellen found Lady Conduit 
alone, ,vith a letter in her hand. "1Iy dear 

girl," said she hastily, "I am glad you are 
p 
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come home ; this letter contains news of 
your father." 

At this moment a servant entered \vith an 
air of joyful importance. " l\Iadam," said 
he, "Colonel Cameron is in the drawing
room; he brings news of my master-good 
news, my lady." 

Lady Conduit threw the letter on the 
table, and flew up stairs with the impatience 
so natural to her situation ; and poor Ellen 
remained alone in a state of the most anxious 
incertitude: many times did she cast a long
ing_ eye towards the half-open letter, which 
could in a moment have relieved her suspense; 
and as often did she determine to look no 
more, fearful of braving temptation. 

Time passed ; poor Ellen was forgotten 
in the nearer pleasure of hearing from a 
beloved husband, and she was summoned to 
dinner still in the same anxious state. She 
entered the room with a pale and harassed 
countenance, an<l found the little girls jump
ing round their marnma, and singing that 
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"papa was coming home;" while the good 
old lady sat in silent thanksgiving to Heaven, 
tears and smiles contending in her face. 

'' This is indeed a joyful day to us all!" 
said Lady Conduit, looking at Ellen, and 
perceiving the expression of anxiety in the 
countenance. 

"I truly rejoice m yow· happiness, my 
lady; but pardon me if I request you just 
to say-" 

"Admirable, excellent girl ! you are not 
a half-formed character, Ellen, young as you 
are: I perceive that you still remain ignorant 
of the contents of the letter, which in my 
haste I forgot to tell you to read-it contains 
information that will delight you : your poor 
father is on the point of returning: Sir 
Francis has been so happy as to procure an 
exchange which liberates him." 

Overcome ·with various sensations Ellen 
was unable to speak; she could only weep 
her thanks and her joy, and silently pray for 
her benefactor. 
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In the course of the follo\ving hour she 
learnt that the General was expected to arriYe 
in London the following night, and that it 
was his lady's intention to meet him there: 
the more the happiness of meeting this dear 
relative was spoken of, the more anxious the 
fond mother became to share the transports 
of her daughter ; and at length, notwith
standing her infirmities, which were some
what better of late, she determined to accom
pany her. 

The delightful bustle of preparation super
seded every other thought; and though the 
happy mother a thousand times pre:~sed her 
children to her breast, and told them of their 
father, yet she did not perceive that little 
Francis had lost his usual viYacity, and ex
changed the ruddiness of health for the glow 
of fever. She committed him to Ellen's 
especial care, and with the first dawn of the 
following day set out for the metropolis, 
where she purposed remaining one week, in 
order that the General might pay his respects 
to his SoYereign; after which she meant to 
hasten down and present her lo\ ely family, 
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and especially his unknown boy, to his 
paternal embrace. 

Soon after they set out, the nurse-maid in
formed Ellen that the child bad been restless 
and moaning all night, as if he were cross 
because he was left. She immediately arose, 
went to his room, and finding him extremely 
hot, and particularly averse from the light, 
as if his sight were weak, it struck her that 
perhaps he had caught the measles, and she 
lost no time in sending for medical assistance. 
Unfortunately the child had been kept too 
cold, from his indisposition being unnoticed 
in the joyful confusion of the preceding day: 
the eruption did not therefore make its ap
pearance, while the fever increased to the 
most alarming degree. The child, in a state 
of perpetual restlessness, would not remain 
in his bed, or any other situation in which 
sufficient warmth could be procured, and 
continued crying out that "he was hot and 
in a fire," while his head and face were 
swollen, and his eyes became entirely closed; 
but he never would leave Ellen a moment, 
nor would she part with her precious burden, 
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and after various attempts to keep him in 
bed, she at length determined on sharing it 
with him. Accordingly she got into his bed, 
and on finding she was with him the poor 
little fellow became more composed ; and from 
the warmth she thus communicated, after 
some hours of extreme anxiety, she had the 
satisfaction of perceiving a slight eruption in 
some parts of his body, and his breathing, 
,vhich had been dreadfully oppressed, became 
easier. Convinced, even before the physician 
visited them again, that she was doing right, 
she continued to lie with him until his whole 
body was covered, and then she felt anxious 
to remove; but the poor child clung round 
her neck with so much fondness, that she was 
compelled to remain in her painful situation. 

On being assured that the complaint was 
really the measles, she had despatched an ex
press entreating one of the ladies instantly to 
return: but the moment she apprehended a 
favourable issue, she sent another to assure 
them that all was well : and this assurance 
\\as confirmed by the physician. ·She did 
not, however, relax 111 the least from her pain. 
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fol duties, although lying in bed both day 
and night, in so much heat, and under so 
much anxiety of mind, rendered her seriously 
unwell; but she was amply repaid, when, 
on the evening of the fifth day her interest
ing invalid cried out, "There is a window 
come into my eye ! " and soon after, "Francis 
would like some breakfast ! " Ellen then 
told him she must get out of bed to give it 
him; to \vhich he assented; but such was 
the weakness to which she had thus reduced 
herself, that, on attempting to rise, she act
ually fainted, and the poor child, in great 
terror, inquired, "if she was dead, and would 
never speak to poor Francis again ? " 

It will readily be supposed, that the 
alarmed family, not\,vithstanding the assur
ances they had received, lost no time in 
hastening homewards; and accordingly, on 
the afternoon of the sixth day, the General 
and his lady reached their home, committing 
their worthy mother to the care of their 
servants,-as she was not equal to travelling 
so quickly as she had done, owing to a return 
of her complaint. At the time of their 
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arrival, the sweet boy, who recovered with 
facility proportioned to the severity of the 
attack, was sitting up in his o,vn little chair, 
and eating some pudding : the physician 
was with him, and Ellen sat near him. As 
he held her hand, though her head was 
resting on a pillow, the ravages of the disease 
were visible on his face; but his features 
were animated, and his beauty evident, not
withstanding his late sufferings. He gave a 
cry of joy on seeing his marnma, but would 
not forego Ellen's hand, till she told him to 
"give it to dear papa."-" But will he love 
Francis like you do ? " -·" Yes, my boy," 
cried the brave soldier, bursting into tears, 
as he clasped the lovely child in his longing 
arms, and \Vith looks of unutterable delight 
hung over him; feeling, as he gazed, that 
all his toils and dangers were overpaid by 
the luxury of a moment so rich in joy. 

But who shall describe the sensations of a 
wife-a mother so situated-released from a 
thousand fears so often felt for two objects 
so infinitely dear, and restored to each other 
at a moment so full of interest ? Fervently 
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did she thank the all-,vise Disposer for the 

preservation of both, and especially for the 

more immediate act of his mercy; and then 

turning her swimming eyes to the physician, 

she told him how deeply she felt indebted to 

his skill and care in the restoration of her son. 

"That you are thus happy, my lady," 

said the good doctor, " is a matter of sincere 

rejoicing to me ; but I must disclaim all title 

to your praise on this account. Your child 

has been in great danger; extreme care, and 

particular application of it, was necessary for 

him: and he is indebted for it to the affec

tion, and I may say the skill, of this young 

lady, who, as you may perceive, has wasted 

her own strength to recruit his. I have no 

hesitation in saying, that so far as he owes 

life to a human being, he owes it to her." 
"Excellent girl ! how can I repay you?,, 

said the General, for a moment quitting his 

boy to look on her; while Lady Conduit 

tenderly kissed her, and obsened, " Such 

attentions were only what she expected from 

one whose character she knew how to ap

preciate justly." 
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The little girls now came in for their share 
of love and admiration, and all their newly
acquired talents were drawn forth for the 
happy father's approbation; who, in their 
modest manners, artless affection, and actual 
advance in knowledge, found new cause for 
approving the conduct of their young gover
ness ; and in a few days their grandmother 
arriving, added her sentiments of love and 
esteem of Ellen to the rest of the family, 
who at present exhibited a feast of felicity 
to the philanthropic eye but rarely equalled, 
and which was fully participated by Ellen. 
About a month after the General's arrival, 
he one day sent little Francis to her with 
what the child called a very big letter, and 
,vhich, on opening, she found to be a com
mission, presenting her father with a com
pany, together '\vith a note, informing her 
that he would probably be with her in less 
than a month, and requesting her to present 
this reward of her own good conduct to him 
on his arrival. 

Ellen not only kissed and thanked the 
dear little donor of this generous gift, and 
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blessed the hour in which she beheld him, 
but she hastened to thank his noble-minded 
parents. She found their usual sitting
parlour empty, and therefore ran to the room 
of the good old lady, with whom they often 
sate. She too was out; and Ellen was re
turning with disappointment in her looks, 
when she was met by a chambermaid, who 
told her that a carriage was broken down in 
the lane just by, and the General, his lady, 
and indeed all the house, were gone out to 
see if they could do any good. 

Ellen forgot even her good, in the appre
hension that evil had happened to another ; 
and she eagerly inquired, "If any one were 
hurt." 

"There be a lady, I suppose, that be 
bruised a bit," said the girl, " and \Villiam 
did say as how she'd a been killed positive; 
but, as luck happened, there \Vas a young 
sailor coming up to our house that managed 
to get her out, and so saved her life."-At 
this moment the family, together ·with the 
unfortunate lady, her servants, and the sailor, 
all re-entered the house. Betty ran down 
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stairs, partly from curiosity and partly from 
humanity, leaving Ellen to follow or not, as 
she thought proper. :N"ot apprehending she 
could do any good, she was fearful of being 
intrusive, and was therefore slowly ·withdraw
ing to her room, when Betty reappeared shew
ing the sailor she had spoken of up stairs. 

"This gentleman do ask for you, l\liss 
Del ville." 

Ellen looked : she beheld a fine tall young 
man, whose face brought her poor father to 
her mind-could it be her brother? was it 
possible this should be poor Tom ?-Oh no! 

But it was possible !-Tom, poor banished 
Torn, her early defender, her kind companion, 
her generous brother, held her in his arms, 
shed the tear of fond affection on her fore
head, and told her again and again how dear 
she was, and had ever been to him. Nay, 
more ; he called her his excellent sister, 
whose conduct had honoured and benefited 
him, since he owed the lieutenancy he now 
held solely to her goodness. 

Ellen could scarcely hear him, so much 
was she employed in gazing upon, and tracing 
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m his features the traits of infancy, over 
which, hard service in various climates, and 
the change of five years, had drawn a veil of 
deep but manly brown. She perceived a 
scar on his forehead, which awoke a sigh; 
on her inquiry " how he gained it?" he na
turally laid his hand upon it, when to her 
great alarm she saw it was covered with 
blood, which she now perceived had flowed 
upon her own dress. 

" 'Tis a mere scratch," said Tom, giving 
his hand a shake, and wrapping his handker
chief round it: " a chaise upset hard by, 
and I smacked my hand through the window, 
to pull out a little old \Voman, I take it; but 
she was so mu@ed up, I couldn't see what 
she was made of:- never mind it; but tell 
me, dear Ellen, if you have ever heard any
thing of our poor father?" 

Sweet was the tale Ellen could now tell of 
this dear, long-lost parent, the reward of 
whose captivity she now held in her hand. 
After some hours of delightful conversation, 
her brother informed her that it was his in. 
tention to proceed immediately to their native 
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place, for the purpose of seeing his beloved 
cousin, Sir Charles, from whom he had lately 
heard, and who lamented exceedingly that 
the restrictions of his grandmother had pre
vented him from essentially benefiting El
len, whose conduct he knew to be highly 
meritorious, and for whom he felt the most 
lively esteem, but with whom he had been 
forbidden to renew his intercourse, in a man
ner that could not be disputed, since she no 
longer wanted assistance. 

Tom had scarcely ceased speaking, \Yhen 
the General entered the room, and sincerely 
congratulated the young people on their 
mutual felicity. He pressed the young man 
to stay as long as he could with him; but 
this he thought proper thankfully to decline. 
Sir Francis then said, the old lady whose 
misfortune had made her his guest, requested 
him to inform her preserver, that she had 
both the power and will to assist him, and 
begged he would name some way in which 
she might prove her gratitude; to which 
Tom, with characteristic warmth, replied, 
" As to reward for a kind turn done to one's 
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fellow-creature, I have no notion of it; and, 
thanks to your honour's mother, I am pro
vided for, and Ellen wants nothing; so pray, 
General, have the goodness to tell the old 
lady to give all she has to her own relations ; 
very likely some of them are poor enough; 
I don't like people to forsake their own flesh 
and blood on any account." 

" Yet," said the Genera1, smiling, " you 
take little care of your own, if I may judge 
by the state of your hand." 

" I '11 get a plaster, and the lady shall pay 
for it," said Tom, " and that 'ill satisfy her 
conscience." 

"\Vhen this was done, he set out on his 
journey, promising to return soon; and El
len, exhausted even by the happiness she 
had experienced, kissed her young charge, 
and like them sought an early pillow ; but 
not till she had, with devotion kindled anew 
by gratitude, thanked God for the blessed 
occurrences of this eventful day. 
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CIIA PTER IX. 

THE lady who O\ved her deliverance to 
the prompt assistance of our young sailor, 
,vhose courage and humanity had struck her 
as very extraordinary, was evidently a person 
of family and fortune, and appeared a worthy 
woman in Lady Conduit's eyes, from the 
anxiety she evinced to prove herself grateful. 
She had received very little personal injury, 
but being in delicate health, and far advanced 
in years, the fright she had undergone brought 
on a nervous fever, and the medical gentle
men who "ere called in declared her to be in 
great danger; on which she instantly des
patched one of her men-senants for her 
nearest relation, with whom she wished to 
hold some important conversation. 

Lady Conduit, ever generous and huma11e, 
attended to the unfortunate lad) with equal 
<.:ourtesy and compassion; and the dowager, 
feeling particular sympathy for one so ad
vauced in life, often sat by her becbide, and 
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endeavoured to amuse the tedium of confine
ment by conversation, or bestow consolation 
by reading portions of the Scriptures, or of 
devout books, calculated to increase the faith 
and brighten the hopes of the departing 
Christian. In these times of friendly visiting, 
she so frequently mentioned the young go
verness as a most extraordinary person, that 
she excited the curiosity of the invalid, who 
inquired after her in such a manner as to 
draw forth as much of her history as was 
known to her ladyship, and excited as much 
desire to see her as could be expected in a 
person weak as she was. 

Ellen, ever ready to fulfil offices of bene
volence, as soon as she knew she was invited, 
readily presented herself at the bedside of the 
invalid, intending to spend the night there ; 
but, to her surprise and mortification, when 
the lady saw her, she expressed a species of 
angry terror, and called out with all the ve
hemence she had strength to show, " Take 
her away! for God's sake take her away ! " 

Lady Conduit said, she had observed that 
the patient had been a little delirious all day, 
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and that the sight of a new face had doubt
less rendered her ,vorse. She spoke to her, 
and the lady appeared soothed; but added, 
in a low voice, "I just now fancied my 
daughter appeared to me; did you see any
thing in the room ? ,, 

"I saw only a young girl, who is here yet, 
a l\1iss Delville, my children's governess: I 
think you would like her to sit with you ; 
she could not alarm you." 

The patient grnaned deeply. 
" It was the brother of this amiable girl 

who saved your life; a brave, noble youth: I 
am sorry he has left us, but she will atone for 
the loss." 

Again the patient groaned, but did not 
ans,ver. 

Ellen, surprised and hurt, ,vas slowly with
drawing, when Lady Conduit said, " Do not 
go ; l\lrs. Seymour will be better soon, and 
she will then wish for you." 

"Seymour! ah, no, my lady, I now un
derstand it all; I never heard the name be
fore, or I should have known that my 1nc
~cncc was painful." 
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" vVhat do you mean, l\1iss Delville? why 
are you so agitated, my dear girl?" 

"This lady is my mother's mother- I fear 
she hates me for he1· sake; and yet she was the 
best, the very best of women; indeed she was." 

" No, no, not hates," cried the patient in 
agony that choked all utterance, and threat
ened life itself. 

Ellen instantly returned, and threw herself 
on her knees by the bedside, endeavouring 
by every consoling expression and action in 
her power to soothe the perturbed spirits of 
her grandmother, and, to a certain degree, 
she succeeded; but her fever, previously 
high, now became terrible; she was fre
quently abstracted and delirious, and often 
addressed her daughter, as she then supposed 
Ellen to be, in the most affecting manner, 
accusing herself of hard-heartedness towards 
her and her little ones, whom she described 
as famished and deserted. As her delirium 
subsided, she appeared sensible of Ellen's 
presence, and capable of deriving comfort 
from her attentions: but her eyes were every 
moment turned towards the door, as if m 
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eager expectation of some one who could ad
minister to her comfort, and whom at length 
she explained to be her grandson, Sir Charles 
Selby, for whom she had sent. 

After several hours of extreme anxiety, in 
which her illness increased to a height that 
defied the powers of medicine, during which 
time Ellen never left her for a moment, and 
all the worthy family were assembled round 
her bed, the young baronet, accompanied 
by Tom, arrived. On hearing that he was 
below, she instantly entreated him to come 
up, and begged that the General would ac
company him, as well as her grandson, Lieu
tenant Delville. They all entered the room 
at the same moment, and the young men 
were deeply affected by the spectacle before 
them. At the sight of them Mrs. Seymour's 
agitation grew excessive, and in her extreme 
eagerness to inform them of her wishes she 
nearly lost the faculty of speech, and gasping 
for breath, with great difficulty exclaimed, 
'' Charles, I have left you all-all-all-" 

Sir Charles would have thanked, would 
have assured her something; but by one 
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terrible effort she threw out her arms, half 
raised her languid head, and in an eager 
and convulsive voice cried out, " Divide! 
divide! divide ! " 

Dropping on his knees, and seizing her 
hand, the young man said, " I will divide." 

Her head sank on the pillow, her hand 
feebly waved towards them all, and the 
words, " Bless, bless," issued from her lips 
- they were followed by the silence of 
Death, who set his awful seal on features 
still expressive of recent and terrible agi
tation; affording to all an awful but instruc
tive warning against the dominion of long
nurtured and vindictive passions. 

From this distressing sight the long-di-
vided and equally worthy relatives turned 
for comfort to each other ; and Ellen beheld 
with grateful pleasure her cousin and bene
factor in Sir Charles. 
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CHAPTER X. 

AFTER the interment of l\Irs. Seymour 
had taken place, Sir Charles requested the 
General to act as trustee for his cousins, and 
considered them as fully entitled to share 
the property left by his grandmother; de
claring, that even if she had not relaxed in 
her anger, it was his intention so to have 
shared it \vith them; and this declaration 
·was fully believed by all parties, because his 
conduct had been ever consistent with such 
kindness. 

Although Ellen's acquaintance ·with her 
grandmother had been short, awful, and 
eventful, yet, on reflection, she was truly 
thankful that it had taken place: since it 
had afforded her an opportunity of m~nifest
ing her willingness, at least, to pay every 
duteous attention to her, and had enabled 
her to wipe off the prejudice against her, 
caused by :\Iiss Collinsou's letter. She c;on
sidered the circumstances of the case as indi-
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cative of providential interference, and with 
deep humility adored that Mighty Arm which 
had led her through the " clouds and dark
ness" of obscurity, poverty, and suffering, 
not only to a quiet resting-place, but an 
abundant fortune, ensuring every elegance of 
life, and the dearest of its enjoyments, - the 
power of blessing others. 

In a short time after this great change 
had taken place, Ellen had the satisfaction 
of receiving once more her long-lost father. 
The hardships he had undergone, during his 
long imprisonment, had so much a1tererl 
him, that she did not know him until he 
spoke ; but they were happily of a nature 
that soon gave way to the beneficial effects 
he experienced in altered circumstances and 
his native air; ·while the wisdom learnt in 
the school of adversity remains a permanent 
blessing to his heart, and a sure guide to his 
conduct. In surveying his dear children, 
especially Ellen, and reflecting on the hard
ships of her early years, and the noble use 
she made of them, rendering her severest 
misfortune blessings, he is led to reflect \vith 
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grateful affection on the admirable mother, 
who at so early a period of her existence 
implanted useful, Yirtuous, and religious pre
cepts : and often will Ellen and he converse 
with pious tenderness on this unfailing sub
ject of mutual interest, and resolve, with the 
Divine assistance, so to continue their path 
through this world as to lead them to hope, 
with humble confidence, that they shall re
join her in that which is to come. 

,vhen Sir Charles Selby attained his 
twenty-first year, the division of property 
spoken of took place; and the only strife be
tween the young people was, which should 
he most disinterested. As Tom was impa
tient to return to the duties of his profession, 
he soon after left them : and Ellen then, for 
the first time, proposed quitting her invalu
able friends and dear pupils, who parted 
from her with regret, softened by the sym
pathy they experienced in her happiness, and 
promising to visit her in a month or two. 
She removed to the house of her late grand
mother, accompanied by her father, who was 
deeply affected on his first arrival, by wit-
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nessing the spot which had proved so fatal 
to his beloved wife, and being obliged to re
trace places endeared by mutual pleasures 
and pains. Ellen was spared from this sor
row, by finding in all around her the charm 
of novelty and beauty; and she was there
fore the better enabled to soothe and amuse 
the mind of her dear father, whose health 
and welfare were the objects of her unceasing 
c.:are, and \vhom she guarded with a vigilance 
rendered the more acute from a fear that 
her newly-recovered treasure might be soon 
wrested again from her tender and duteous 
arms. 

Ellen at this time proved, that her silent 
promise, though made only to her own heart, 
was binding : poor old "\-Vatkins, to use his 
o,vn phrase, found in her house "a quiet 
and warm berth'' for the remainder of his 
days; and l\frs. Jones exchanged her trouble
some office for the more eligible one of being 
housekeeper to the girl she had once receiv
ed, hut not treated, as a beggar; while her 
si::;ter thankfully accepted the situation she 
<1uitted. 
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Ellen had ever maintained the most 
friendly intercourse with l\1rs. Saunderson, 
who heard with sincere joy the improvement 
of her situation, and stole a few days at 
Easter to visit her. When she departed, 
Ellen prepared to receive the good General 
and his dear family; amongst whom little 
Francis was naturally her best beloved. The 
kind of exertion she was now called upon to 
practise was so entirely new to her, that she 
was at first a little timid; but the encourag
ing smiles of her friends soon reconciled her 
to herself; and, as they justly observed, 
" young as she was, everything around her 
indicated that propriety and regularity which 
might be expected from one who ever 
rendered her pleasures subservient to her 
duties." 

The General's family had been with her 
only a few days, when they were joined by Sir 
Charles Selby, who was a most agreeable as 
we11 as excellent young man, and who ap
peared highly interested in his new-found, 
though long-valued cousin ; and the predi
lection he appeared to feel for Ellen was very 
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agreeable to her father, who was desirous of 
leaving her in the hands of a kind protector, 
should he be called again to the duties of his 
profession. 

All fears of an event so much dreaded by 
Ellen were, however, closed the second week 
of the good family's stay. The sweet cry of 
peace was once more heard in the land. 
\Vhen the blessed tidings were indeed 
brought home to this happy family, Lady 
Conduit and Ellen alike rushed involuntarily 
into the extended arms of the husband and 
father, and with thankful hearts, and glisten
ing eyes gave glory to the Lord of Hosts. 
But the joy felt, the gratitude experienced 
by this happy and united family, was of a 
nature to extend its sensations ; and various 
plans instantly arose through the circle, how 
to communicate good to all around them. 
Sir Charles, with a liberality natural to his 
age, exclaimed that he would instantly make 
a feast on the la\vn; on which Sir Francis 
declared he would give a donation to every 
soldier who should be in the neighbourhood, 
and who "ould doubtless press to partake of 
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it. "I will double your gift to those who 
have been prisoners," said Captain Delville. 
" And I will give new gowns to every woman 
who is the mother of a soldier," exclaimed 
the old lady. "Surely," said Lady Conduit, 
" I can do no less to the wives of soldiers, 
for who can feel more for them than I 
do ?-but, Ellen, what are you for doing? 
there is not a more benevolent or patriotic 
heart than yours in the whole company, 
though you are silent on the subject now." 

" I wish," said Ellen, " to select from the 
neighbouring poor such children as have been 
hitherto neglected in their education, and 
form them into a school, which I \vill super
intend myself. I wish my little seminary to 
open on the day when peace is proclaimed, 
in order that this auspicious era may be 
deeply impressed upon their minds; and I 
particularly wish that the spirit of the Prince 
of Peace should be instilled into their young 
hearts, so that quietness, good-humour, obe
dience, and every other social virtue, may 
spring from them, and spread through the 
circle to which each may belong; and I am 

.. 
I 
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persuaded no little good may arise even from 
so small a beginning." 

"You are perfectly right, my deart said 
her father ; " and most happy shall I be 
to devote the remainder of my days to assist
ing you in this excellent undertaking, for 
which, not only nature, but experience, has 
qualified you; and I am certain every wise 
and good person will approve the method in 
,vhich you thus show your desire to give 
glory to God, and good-will to man, at this 
period of universal joy and thanksgiving. 
And I humbly hope, that both in this 
world, and that which is to come, many will 
be found to rejoice, that both in poverty and 
riches you were to them an excellent friend, 
as 'ELLEN THE TEACHER.'" 

TIIR END. 

LONDON• 

H\INTl:D DY S.DIIJEL DFSTLLL 

Bangor Hou~e, Shoe Lane. 
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