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EMILY AND HER COUSINS. 

CHAPTER I. 

MR. and Mrs. lVIelbourne had 
been the parents of six children, five 
of whoin died in infancy; this affiic­
tion, heavy as it was to then1, was 
doubly a 111isfortune to En1ily, their 
youngest and only surviving child, 
as it not only deprived her of the 
happiness of having brothers and 
sisters, but rendered her the sole 
care of an over anxious and fond 
mother. l\tirs. Melbourne, in her 
great apprehension of losing· this 
last darling, had unfortunately 
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treated her with so much indul­
gence, that she had been petted and 
spoiled almost from her birth. 

l\{r. 1\1 elbourne was one of those 
good-natured, easy-tempered men, 
who so often give way to what they 
disapp1·ove, because they do not Jike 
the trouble of interfering where 
there is difficulty in succeeding ; 
he had, it is true, frequently told 
l\iirs. l\'.Ielbourne, he was fearful she 
,vas pursuing a wrong plan for the 
future happiness of her daughter) and 
had expressed a wrsh for her to be 
sent to some good school, since there 
she would not only be under 1nore 
restraint than at home, but would 
have the example of better behaved 
children to promote her amendn1ent. 
The fond, though mi taken mother 
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AND HER COUSINS. 5 

had al ways urged so 1nuch objection 
to this plan, that it had been given 
up now for son1e time, and the little 
g·irl had past her tenth. birth.day, 
without having spent even one night 
from her father's house. 

Though her parents were very rich, 
and lived near London, they kept 
but little company, and so great was 
their love of retirement, that they had 
scarcely any acquaintance in the im­
n1ediate neighbourhood. Thus Emily 
had but few opportunities of profit-. 
ing by being n1uch with other little 
girlsofherownage. Mrs.Melbourne 
had herself taught her to read, work, 
and spell, and n1asters attended to 
instruct her in French, dancing, and 
music, that is, when she chose to 
learn, for if she was idle, or out of 
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humour, she could generally persuade 
her 1namma, by making some excuse 
or other, to let her omit her lessons; 
son1etimes, indeed, l\ilrs. Melbourne 
perceived the si1liness of these ex­
cuses, and would not admit them; 
in which case Emily had always a 
plentiful supply of tears at will, and 
would cry in so violent a manner, 
that the alarmed mother, seriously 
afraid she would go into fits, al­
most imn1ediately gave way; the 
work and books were put by, even 
the masters often dismissed without 
giving their lessons, and En1ily suf­
fered to spend the day in total nse­
lessness. Yet, though such was her 
conduct, she was not naturally an ill­
disposed child, who would know­
ingly tell an untruth when she de-
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A~D HER COUSINS. 7 
c1ared that her lessons were too dif .. 
£cult, or that she was too unwell to 
bear the fatigue of dancing, or prac­
tising her music, she always believed 
that it was really the case. Thus 
habits of self-indulgence and a ne­
glect of time were early acquired., 
that seemed to promise a life of 
future i nutili ty and 1nisery. 

Her father could not but see that 
the faults of Emily rather increased, 
than lessened, and he at length be­
canie so seriously uneasy, that he 
resolved on sending her fro1n hon1e 
for at least a few 1nonths. 

As Mrs. Melbourne decisively ob­
jected to a school, he wrote to an elder 
sister, who had lately arrived from a 
long residence in Ireland, and whom 
he had not yet seen since her return to 
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her native country. Mrs. Woodbrige 

was the mother of a larg·e family, all 

of who~n were grown up, tnarried, and 

settled in different parts of Eng·land, 

excepting two little girls, one the 

same age, the other two years older 

than Emily. 
Mr. Melbourne knew that his sister, 

through good management, had been 

very successful in forming the disposi­
tion, and in theeducation of her chil­

dren; and, had it not been for her ab­

sence from England during the last 

five years, would have wished to have 

placed E1nily under her care before. 

He now wrote to her a long letter, 

expressive of his uneasiness, beg­

ing that she would not delay the visit 

she had promised hi1n, and earnestly 

recprnsted her to endeavour to per-
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snade Mrs. Melbourn€, who was not 
informed of this letter, to part with 
Emilyforat least thenext six months. 

Mrs.Woodbridge was exceedingly 
sqrry to hear such an account of her 
little niece, and immediately resolved 
to comply with her brother's wishes; 
and, jn a few days after the receipt 
of his letter, she arrived at his house. 
l\1rs. Melbourne was delighted to 
see herJ for besides having a great 
affection for her, she respected her 
very much for her amiable manners 
and the good sense she had shewn 
in the education of her children.­
She had often indeed not only wished, 
but resolved, to act towards Emily 
in the same manner in which she 
had observed her sister to conduct 
herself towards her little girls; but 
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the terror she al ways felt of the 
child being· really as delicate in 
health as she rnade herself appear 
to be, prevented her pursuing that 
course, which she so 1nuch admired 
in its consequences, and her judg­
ment approved in itself. 

E1nily, who, from the ease with 
which her inclinations were gene­
rally indulged, required constant 
novelty to amuse her, was much 
pleased at the arrival of her aunt; 
and till her bed-tin1e came, was as 
agTeeable as possible; but the moment 
that the servant entered the room to 
attend her up stairs, she began to 
pout; declaring that she was not 
sleepy, and ahnost told her mamma 
that she would not go. 

'' My darling, you will be ill, if 
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AND HER COUSINS. 11 
you sit up," said Mrs. 1\1:elbourne; 
"and why should you want to be 
up later than usual to night?" 

"Because my aunt is here," 
replied Emily. 

" Your aunt is not going a way to 
night, my dear," resun1ed Mrs. Mel­
bourne; "so go to bed now, and then 
you can get up early in the 1norning, 
and be ready to walk with her on the 
lawn before breakfast; for I know 
she always rises in good time." 

"Ah! but perhaps I shall want 
to lie in bed in the morning·," said 
the perverse child; " besides, I like 
toss it up best.,, 

"But, my love," said the tender 
mother, "you should not like to do 
that which is naughty, you know." 

" How do I know that it is 
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naughty P'' returned the little girl, 

( who, mnong her other faults, had 

learnt to argue with her parents, in­

stead of obeying them,) "you nevet· 

told me so last time when I asked 

to sit up, and then I staid till ten 

o'clock." 

"You must re1nernber that you 

were ill in consequence of it next 

day," said Mrs. l\iielbourne; "there• 

fore, I 1nust have you go to be<l to 

night at your proper hour." 

Emily's eyes were full of tears. 

"Well, my dear,'' resumed her mam­

ma, the mon1ent she perceived it, 

'' don't cry, and perhaps, for a few 

minutes, or a quarter of an hour, I 

may allow you to remain." 

Mr Melbourne, during this dia­

logue, had been anxiously looking at 
to 
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his sister, to observe what effect this 
first exhibition of Emily's faultiness 
would have upon her. 

Emily dried her eyes with amaz­
ing quickness, and was desiring the 
maid to leave the room, when her 
aunt took her hand, and said, "My 
dear little neice, you have asked to 
stay up to night, in order to shew 
your regard for me ; I feel much 
obliged to you, because I wish you 
to love n1e very dearly; but I must 
say, that I should have been better 
pleased to have seen you obedient 
to your kind mamma, than to 
have you evince your affection for 
me, by disputing her commands, 
which you ought always to feel 
assured is for your benefit : now, 
go to bed, like a good little girl, and 

C 
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)
10u will find n1e on the lawn to-tnor­

row at eight o'clock; where," she 
added with a smile, "I shall be much 
disappointed if I <lo not see you. 

''You will excuse1ny interference," 
Mrs.Woodbridge continued, turning 
to her sister; "but as Emily pro­
fessed her wish to set up was on my 
account, I felt myself at liberty to 

say to her what I thought upon the 
subject." 

Mr. Melbourne again rang the 
bell for Susan, and Emily, evidently 
a wed by a n1anner and language to 
which she was wholly unused, offered 
no further opposition, but went to 
bed. 

Mrs. Melbourne had too nnlCh 
good sense not to acknowledge the 
propriety of what her sister had said, 

r 
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and lVIr. l\Ie]bourne took the oppor­
tunity to express his anxiety fol' 
Emily to accompany her aunt home, 
provided the latter was willing to 
take the charge of her. To this pro­
position Mrs. W oodbri<lge readily 
acceded, and they had just entered 
into a very interesting conversation 
on the subject, when Susan opened 
the door, to tell her n1istress that 
Miss Melbourne was in bed, and 
wanted her ma1nrr1a to come and 
kiss her and bid her good night. 

"A custom," said Mr. lVIelbourne, 
addressing his sister, " regularly 
persisted in, whether her mother be 
eng·aged or not. You probably ob­
served," he added, " that she bade 
both you and me good night before 
she left the room, but that she only 
whispered something to her mother; 
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which son1ething, I doubt not, was 
to desire her to come directly she 
sent for her." 

"I did notice it," replied Mrs. 
Woodbridge, "but, of course," for­
bore to remark on it : however 
the habit you speak of may proceed 
from affection, certainly such marks 
of love are not very desirable, as 
they 1nust be frequently incon­
venient, and the ceremony of tak­
ing leave for the night n1ay surely 
be as well performed in the parlour 
as the bedcha1nber; I have al ways 
accustomed 1ny children to that rule, 
though I 1nake a point when at ho111e 
of going into their room in the conrse 
of the evening: this I think a duty." 

"But if I deferred going till it 
was 1nore convenient to n1e,'' said 
lVIrs. Melbourne, ,:Emilywonld keep 
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AND HER COUSINS. 17 
awake till I ca1ne; and as that rnight 
n1ake her ill, I of course go directly." 

'' You wi1l excuse me, my dear 
si~ter," said Mrs. \Voodbridge, "but 
with regard to her keeping awake, I 
should advise you, on finding that 
she did so, to abstain from going at 
all, till she had broken herself of so 
had a habit; depend upon it, if yon 
persevered, she would leave it off in 
a very few nights." 

The rep]y to this observation was 
prevented by the voice of Emily, 
who, impatient at the unusual delay 
of her mother, called, "Ma1nma ! 
mamma! ' in a half crying, pettish 
tone, that induced Mrs. Melbourne 
to quit the room i1nmediately. 

On her return, the subject of 
Emily's removal fro1n hon1e was 

c3 
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renewed; but ten n1inutes had 

scarcely passed away before the ring­

ing of the little girl's bell caused a 

second interruption. 

"What can that be for?" enquired 

her aunt. "Nothing to alarm you," 

replied Mr. Melbourne, ''with a 

s1nile ; " she has, perhaps, left he1· 

handkerchief, or s01ne toy behind 

that she particularly wanted to take 

up with her, or she fancies that she 

cannot go to sleep, though she has 

scarcely tried to do so, in which case 

she g·enerally contrives to thoroughly 

wake herself up; and really so111e­

ti1nes fevers and makes herself ill; 

she knows that her mother is afraid 

to ref use or punish her, and therefore 

she never takes the trouble to think 

for herself, or spare her the worry of 
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AND HER COUSINS. 19 

this perpetual calling for her, or ring­
ing for the nrnid." 

"This is indeed a sad list of faults," 
said Mrs. Woodbridge, "but as I 
have had more experience, though not 
more ability, my dear sister, than 
you, l shall not despair of making 
her, in a little time,asmuch aco1nfort 
to you, as she now appears the re­
verse: let me have her home with 
me ; be assured I will take the 
greatest care of her, and do my best 
for her improvement; at least I will 
engage for so fa-r as this, that she 
shall not receive improper indul­
gencies, nor cry herself into fits at 
their being refused to her." 

Mrs.Woodbridge added much more 
to persuade the fond mother to part 
for a tin1e with her troublesorne pet, 
and Mr. l\tlelbourne joining in these 
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arguments and entreaties, she was at 

length convinced of the propriety of 
Emily's ren1oval from home. She 

therefore gave her consent, upon con­
dition of being allowed to accom ... 

pany, and spend the first fortnight 
with her. 

Notwithstanding the rebuke she 
had received from her aunt on 
the preceding evening, Emily was 
delighted at the thought of the 
promised journey, and the visit she 
was to make to her cousins. She 
had been so long and so uniformly 
accustomed to a life of indulgence, 
that she had become wearied, even 
of enjoyment; and a listlesness, which 
is often the consequence of too much 
gratification, had begun to steal upon 
her. She knew that if she wanted 
to ride, or to walk , 1 o play, or to 
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purchase new playthings, or any 
thing else that was possible to be 
granted, she had only to name which 
was the 1nost agreeable to her; till 
at last she often did not care to <lo 
either, but preferred to lounge on a 
sofa, declaring "she had nothing 
to amuse her, and that she was miser­
able." 

And here i.t is my duty to ob­
serve to such of my little 1·eaders 
as n1ay, like Emily, have suffered 
themselves to become of a perverse 
te1nper, that it frequently happened 
when she did 1nake choice of going 
out or staying at home, it was in 
direct contradiction to the state of 
the weather, preferring to ride or 
walk when it was wet, and to ren1ain 
in the house and play when it was 
fine: if it happened to rain for two 
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or three days together, instead of 
submitting cheerfully to the disap­
pointment it occasioned, and enjoy­
ing the means of happiness she had 
within doors, she would deprive her­
self of that consolation by fretting 
for what she could not obtain, and 
mope about the house the image of 
peevishness and discontent, making 
every body else almost as uncom­
fortable as herself. 

For two days before her departure 
the little girl was all bustle and pre­
paration; she was determined to take 
her best clothes, that she n1ight asto­
nish her cousins Fanny and Caroline 
with her superior finery: she knew 
that though her uncle Ii ved in a very 
genteel sty le, he was not so rich as 
her papa, and had therefore not al­
lowed his children so expensive a 
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AND HER COUSINS. 23 
wardrobe as was bought for her. It 
is but justice to say that, in the midst 
of all this joy and anticipated plea­
sure, she felt great sorrow at the 
thought of leaving her kind father, 
and indeed would not have consented 
to have gone at all with her aunt, had 
it not been for the promise of her 
mamma's accompanying her and 
re1naining a fortnight. 

I shall pass over the scene of part­
ing, and the journey, and transport 
1ny young readers with Emily to the 
house of Mr. Woodbridge a distance 
of nearly one hundred n1iles : the 
travellers slept one night on the road, 
and arrived at about twelve on the 
following day . 
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CHAPTER If. 

FANNY and Caroline ran out to 
meet then1 as the post-chaise drove 
up to the door, and after affection­
ately welcoming their n1other and 
being introduced to their aunt, took 
each a hand of Emily and Jed her 
into the house; here they expressed 
the greatest pleasure at seeing her, 
and strove which should shew her 
the most attention. 

Soon as the bustle of arrival was 
over, Emily, impatient to shew her 
finery, went with her cousins to 
their sleeping·-room, in which her 
trunks were placed. Having un­
locked them, she displayed their 
contents with a look of exultation 
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· nnd pride, that ought to have been 
severely reproved, and would, no 
doubt, have been checked, had her 
aunt been present; but poor En1ily 
had never been told, that to shew to 
another what was superior in valne 
to that they themselves possessed, 
was often mortifying, and painful 
to their feelings, unless indeed done 
at their own request, or in a very de­
licate manner; and she was therefore 
so far to be excused for the idle 
vanity she shewed. There was, how­
ever, no danger of her wounding the 
feelings of these good little girls, who 
with smiles of pleasure and exclama­
tions of ad1niration were gazing on 
the expensive muslins, laces, and 
ornaments, set before them. 

Their judicious mother had early 
J) 
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taught them, so far from en vying 
what they could not obtain, to be 
not only contented, but thankful 
for what they possessed; yet she had 
by no means wished them to be in­
different to an improvement in dress, 
should they be able to afford it, she 
only desired that they should con• 
sider it a thing of little importance, 
provided they could procure clothes 
and orna1nents consistent with their 
rank and situation in life. For a 
person to consider dress a subject of 
great consequence, and to shew them­
selves vain of what they wore, she 
would say, was only to make them­
selves appear silly and contemptible, 
and not so attractive as a modest and 
sensible person attired much less ex­
pensively. 
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Emily was still busy in her display 

when the clock struck two. "Why, 
dear cousin," said Fanny, "we 
1nust not stay to look at these pretty 
things any longer now; we dine at 
three, and al ways change our frocks 
and put our hair in order at this 
time." 

'' Well, but it wants a whole hour 
to dinner yet,'' replied Emi]y; "sure­
ly, there will be time enough, if you 
go half an hour hence." 

"Yon must not think we are tired 
of looking at your frocks," said 
Caroline, affectionately kissing her, 
"but mamma has desired us to be 
regular in changing our dress at two 
o'clock; and though we know that we 
could do so ten times over between 
this and three, yet, as she says it is 
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proper for us to be punctua], of course 
we always are." 

"And do you always <lo as your 
mamma bids you?" enquired the 
disobedient child. 

"As n1an1n1a bids us!" exclaimed 
both girls at once, with the utmost 
astonishment, "of course we do: 

d 't :.>" pray on you~ 
"No," replied En1ily "not when 

I don't like what she tells me and 
I can't see a reason for it; I wonder 
you don't ask aunt why she desires 
you to dress at two, when you dine 
at three, and can put on your things 
in a few minutes." 

"Ask mamma her reason !" cried 
Fanny; '' I hope I should never think 
of doing any thing so improper; I an1 
very sure that 111ainma would never 
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give us any orders, but what are right 

and for our own good." 
"And if it was necessary for us to 

know her reason, I an1 certain she 

would tell us, withoutourasking,'' re­

joined Caroline; "it would therefore 
be very impertinent in us to enquire." 

Emily did not reply, but she look­
ed at her cousins as though she had 

suddenly discovered thein to be of 

a nature totally different from any 

thing she had ever before seen, then 
putting the frock she held in her 

hand upon a chair, that, with several 

others, was already covered with the 
clothes she had unpacked, she threw 
herself across the middle of Fanny 
and Caroline's bed. 

She would often, when at ho1ne in 
an idle or ill hu1nour, tu1nble her own 
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or her mamma's bed in the same 
n1anner: she never had any thing, of 
course, to do with the making or the 
setting of it to rights again; she 
therefore never for a moment cared, 
or thought of the trouble she was oc­
casioning the servants, who, seeing 
how n1uch she had her own way in the 
parlour, did not dare to complain of 
her behaviour out of it; and though 
they outwardly flattered and caressed, 
they secretly despised and disliked 
her, whilst she considered thern as 
being only born to wait on their 
super10rs. 

Fanny and Caroline, on the con­
trary, had been taught to know that 
their station in life being a1nong the 
affluent was owing- to no merit of 
their own, and consequently it was 
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no fault to be born among the poorer 
and lower classes, and had therefore 
always been accustomed to treat 
their inferiors with kindness and 
consideration, aware that if they 
strictly fulfilled the duties of their 
station, they were equally respect­
able with those on whon1 they at­
tended; it was therefore, natural, that 
they should feelson1e <legree of vexa­
tion at seeing· their neatly-1nade bed 
thus disarranged ; but they were ac­
custon1ed not to let trifles discom­
pose their ten1pers, or to make dif­
ficulties of what any exertion on 
their own parts might overcon1e; 
they therefore good-naturedly re­
solved not to say any thing· to 
Emily in c01nplaint, nor to expose 
her strang·e manners to any of the, 
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servants by requesting their assist­
ance, but to watch for an oppor­
tunity of putting the bed to rights, 
at least on the outside, themselves. 

"We shall soon be drest, Emily," 
said Caroline, as she tied her sister ·s 
frock, "and then we can help you to 
fold: this chest of drawers is for yon. 
and the sooner all these things are 
put a way, the better, for they will 
get tumbled and dusty here." 
"I never trouble myself about fold­

ing them," replied Emily, "I can 
just send one of the servants to do 
that for me." "But our servants 
are all busy," said Fanny; " besides, 
if they were not, mamma never suf­
fer1:1 us to employ them in such 
things; she says, it is right for us to 
know how to fold and take care of 
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uur own clothes, and to wait upon 
ourselves; and so we have found it; 
for, sometimes, we spend a few days 
with a very old friend of n1am1na's, 
who keeps but one servant; and if 
we were not accustomed at home to 
1nanage a little for ourselves, we 
should feel there very awkward and 
uncomfortable indeed.'' 

'' One servant!,, exclaimed Emily, 
with a toss of her head and getting· 
off the bed, "how shabby! how vul­
g·ar !" '' No, my dear," said Mrs. 
\,Voodbridge, who had unperceived 
entered the roon1, " people are not 
always vulgar because their situa­
tion 111 life is humble, neither are 

they shabby because obliged to be 
econo1nical in their housekeeping· 
and other expenses; besides, as you 
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were told that this lady is a friend of 
mine, it was a little rude of you to 
make such observations, as though 
you thought your aunt would be in­
tin1ate with shabby and vulgar per­
sons : I am sure, if you reflect for a 
moment, 1ny dear Emily, your good 
sense will convince yon of the im­
propriety of what you said. You 
shall go with your cousins some day 
to see this lady, and then you will 
perceive that, by means of good ma­
nagement, and clever, amiable chil­
dren, Mrs. Hamilton's house is more 
comfortable and better arranged 
with one servant, than many where 
they keep two or three.'' 

Emily, who had stood in con­
siderable awe of her aunt ever since 
the first night of her arrival at l\fr. 
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Melbourne's house, did not reply, and 
Mrs.Woodbridge, anxious to conci­
liate as well as to retain her authority, 
told her that she must consider all 
that she said as meant for her in1-
provement, and a n1ark of affection, 
as the better she loved her, the mo-re 
desirous she should be to see her 
amiable and clever. 

Fanny and Caroline were now 
drest, and began very diligently to 
refold the contents of Emily's trunks, 
good-naturedly refraining fr01n ask­
ing her to assist them, lest she should 
be pained by shewing her awkward­
ness. The little girl, to whom every 
thing was new in the manners and 
character of her cousins, stood silently 
looking on, which Mrs. Woodbridge 
noticing, asked her to assist them. 
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"I don't know how,'' repiied 
Emily. 

" Perhaps not, but you would 
like to learn, would you not, my 
dear?" 

"I should like it very well, 
n1a'am; but I don't think I could." 

" Instead of thinking yoursPlf in­
capable, you should try," said her 
aunt,'' since endeavours will over­
comemany difficulties. Fanny. "hew 
your cousin how you have folde<l that 
frock you have just laid in the 1.lraw­
er, and let her try to do it as you 
have done." 

Fanny had taken particular pains 
in the folding of this frock; En1ily 
noticed that she had done so, and 

, she was much surprised at the readi­
ness with which she immediate]y 
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u complied with her 1nother's desire 
for her to undo it, and the pains she 

'J took in teaching her to refold it. 

J "1\1.y little g·irls," said Mrs. \tVood-
hl'i<lge, "have each a set of drawers 

1:, given them for their clothes, which 
they keep separate from each other's; 

~. now, E111ily, you shall have the san1e. 

er See,in this top<lrawer you shall have 
r• all your petticoats, stockings, and 
w linen; in the next, you shall keep your 
at frocks, tippets, and such things ; 
ll'· and in the last, you must place what 
ou you have in wear; for instance, your 

afternoon frock, when you take it off 
:,i at night, and your morning one, when 
ilJ you change it at noon: on the day 
no before you have clean things, you 
~i· must remember to look them out; see 
·~ if they want strings or buttons sewed 

E 
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on them, and have them aired; by 
which means you will be learning to 

think for yourself, instead of always 

depending on the recollection of 

others." " I am sure I shall never 
be able to think of all tliat," said 

En1ily in1patiently, "so it will be of 

no use for me try." 
"If you give way to believing 

yourself incapable, when, in fact, you 

<lo not like the trouble," replied her 

aunt,"you 1nust grow upin ignorance, 

and when you are grown up, how 

will you like to see other girls cmn­
rnended and admired for those little 

cleverways or attainments you might 

yourself have possessed, if willing to 

learn when you were young?" "Not 

at all," said Emily; " but if I can't 

help it, I am not to blame for that." 

Uc 
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"But we are supposing that you 

can help it," replied her aunt; who 
was aware that Emily, when she dis­
liked the instruction she was receiv­
ing, was never at a loss for perverse 
replies, and would obstinately per­
severe in any false argument her 
baby reason might sugg·est. 

Fanny and Caroline had now put 
every thing nicely away, and Mrs. 
\Voodbridge, as it was near three, 
<lesired Emily to dress herself, and 
left Caroline to assist her, taking 
l!.,anny down stairs with her, to ar­
range the point for after dinner. 

Emily was by this time fai· fro111 
being· in the best possible humour; 
she was 80 unused to admonition that 
she considered it n1ore in the light 
of crossness, and scolding, and was 
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1nore inclined to feel resentment, 

than gratitude towards her aunt.; 

poor Caroline's patience (though not 

easily exhausted) was severely tried, 

for the ill humour of Emily began 

to shew itself to her cousin as· soon 

as ~Irs. \Voodbridge had quitted 

the room. 
She first complained that her frock 

·wa~ tied too tig·ht; then when it was 

done over ag·ain, it was too loose; the 

bows of the sash cou1d not be placed 

to her mind; in short, everything· that 

the. good-natured little girl di<l wa~ 

found fault with, an<l obliged to be 

altered so often, that the dinner bell 

had rang so1ne time Lefore they were 

ready to go down. 

"It's all your fault, Caroline,'' 

~mid Emil v, in her usual st vie of 
v • 
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reasoning; "if you had put my 
things on right at once, we should 
have been in the dining-roo111 by 
now." 

'' I tried to do them right at first,·, 
said Caroline n1eekly. '' 

"But what is the use of trying, if 
you didn't do it right P" said the 
si lly child, who always supposed 
every body 1nore likely to be wrong 
than herself.'' 

Caroline had too much good sense 
to reply any farther ; she saw that 
E111ily was out of te111per, and she 
knew that, if she answered her, it 
would only be to provoke a quarrel, 
however reasonably she n1ight speak 
herself; besides, she had often been 
told by her papa, that where there 

E3 



42 

was au altercation, if one woul<l 
resolutely be silent, the other must 

necessarily be so, much sooner than 
they otherwise would. 

Upon entering the parlour, they 
found the rest of the family seated. 
l\ifrs. l\Ielbourne ,vas on tile rig·ht 

hand of her sister, and Ji.,anny had a 

chair next to her aunt; on the oppo­
site side were two seats unoccupied; 

Caroline was leading E1nily to the 
one next l\Irs. Woodbridge, but 

drawing her hand fro1n her cousin ·s, 

she went to Fanny, and told her, in a 
whisper, 8he Imel got her seat; Fanny, 

ever ready to give up where her own 

convenience was only concerned, im­

mediately arose. 
"\Vhat do you rise for, my dear?,, 

enquired her 1nother. 
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"Emily wishes for this seat. 
rna111ma.'' 

" .En1ilyis to sit ?Y 1ne," said l\frs. 
\V ood bridge. 

"I want to Le by 1nam1na,'' n1ut­
tered the little girl." 

"But I wish yon to sit next n1e," 
said her aunt;" so come round here 
directly, like a good girl.'' 

" You would not be so rnad as 
to keep the dinner waiting," ob­
served her uncle; "if you like 
quarrelling for a particular seat, 
better than eating your dinner, we 
do not." 

"Co1ne, En1ily, without more 
delay," rejoined Mrs. ,v oodbridge, 
who saw the necessity of keeping 
up her authority with the ill-in­
structed child .. , 
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Emily obeyed, but not with her 
usual silence; she could not forbear 
muttering, that it was very hard 
she might not sit by her own dear 
mainma. 

"My dear love," said Mrs. l\1el­
bourne imploringly; "pray, be a 
good girl; see how your cousins be­
have, they are neither of them seated 
next to their 1nother, yet they do 
not fret nor look displeased." 

" Perhaps they tlo not love her as 
I do you," replied Emily sullenly. 

" I should think, '' said her uncle, 
" that they love their mother better 
than you do your's, for they al ways 
obey her i1nplicitly, and seldom or 
ever give her uneasiness." 

"Pray, dear cousin,'' said Caro­
line in a whisper, " make yourself 

I " 
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happy where you are; see how n1iser­

able my poor aunt looks at hearing· 

you. I should hate myself, if I 

were to cause my man1nu1 so much 
. . ' pmn. 
1\.1rs. ~Ielbourne was indeed much 

agitated, partly fron1 the mortifica­
tion she felt at her little girl acting' 

so differently from what Fanny and 

Caroline would have done in the 

smne situation, and partly from ap­
prehenRion of a violent flood of tears 

being the consequence of her 81Rter 
persisting in making· her take the 
seat placed for her. 

The 1nanners and we11-reg·ulated 
minds of her nieces fnl}~, confir111ed 
the opinion she had before enter­

tained of the abilities of i\Irs. \iVood­
bridge, in the nrnnagement of young 



46 EMILY 

persons; and she wns thankful that 
Emily was so fortunate as to be 
placed where she could receive the 
benefit of such judicious i nstrnction, 
as well as exce1lent example. The 
little girl ( who was far from being 
naturally devoid of feeling,) looked 
at her parent; she could not mistake 
the expression of unhappiness and 
anxiety shewn in her countenance; 
aln1ost for the first time in her Ii fe, 
she felt ashained of her conduct, 
and, seating herself at the table, ate, 
her dinner without occasioning any 
further disturbance. Mrs. \Vood­
bridge, ( as I have before observed,) 
careful not to create a dislike to 
l1erself in the mind of her neice, by 
any contradiction she could possibly 
avoid, per1nitted her when the dessert 
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was put on the table, to change places 
with Fanny, upon condition that she 
did not tease her mother to give 
her what was in1proper for her. 

Emily's fear of her aunt had very 
111uch increased during the last half 
hour; she saw that it was useless for 
her to contend, and did not dare to 
disobey; she felt a strong desire to 
eat some nuts, which though a fruit 
that disagreed with her, she had 
of ten persuaded her n1am ma to 1 et 
her have, but she did not ask for 
any this day. 

\Vhen the children had eaten the 
portion of the dessert allotted to 
them, they arose to leave the room; 
before they quitted it, l\1rs. Wood­
bridge called En1ily to her, and 
kissing her, said, " I am much 
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please<l, my <lear, to see that you can 
do what is <lesired of you, when yon 
n1ake the endeavour; you may now 
go and walk or play with your 
cousins till tea ti me, after which 
they soon go to bed ; in the n1orn­
ing, a young lady atten<ls at nine, 
and re111ains till one, to instrnct 
them; and if you are a good girl, 
she ,vill, I am sure, be very hnppy 
to have you for a pupil too.'' 

Though Fanny and Caroline were 
much shooked to see the uneasiness 
that Emily gave her kind 1nmnma, 
they pitied the naughty child, for 
they possessed that tenderness of 
heart that niade it impossible for 
them to see suffering, however 
1nerited, without feeling a portion 
of unhappiness themselves. 
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This a1niable disposition evinc­

ed itself in the variety of efforts they 

n1ade to amuse her, for Emily was 

ont of spirits; she had not forgotten 

the scene at rlinner time, and thongh 
she still felt sorry for having vexed 

her n1am ma, and was pleased with 

the commendation bestowed on her 

by her aunt, the habit of thinking 

,r ' herself right, and consequently ill-. 

of 

or 

er 

on 

treated when reproved, was too 
strong· to be so ea:;;ily overcome. 

It was a reniarkably fine after­
noon for the time of year, being 
the mid<lle of 1\1:arch, and Fanny 
and Caroline proposed going, for 
an hour, on the lawn, with their 

balls and battledores; but Ernily 

protested it was most unusually 
cold and damp, and her cousins 

F 
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immediately yielded their wishes to 

hers, and at length sncceeded in 

their endeavours to entertain her." 

After tea, l\Ir. and l\lrs. \Vood­

bridge, and an old gentleman of the 

na1ne of Grenville, who lived in the 

neighbourhood and had just called 

in, sat down to whist; Fanny and 

Caroline each took a book, Emily 

1neant to do the same; but not find­

ing any but what was more of an 

instructive than entertaining· nature, 

( at least to her, who had scarcely 

ever read any thing but story 

books,) she took a spare pack of 

cards, and amused herself with 

bnilding houses. 
At the usual hour for retiring, 

Fanny and Caroline, who scarcely 

ever needed to be reminded of the 
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time, closed and replaced their 
books, and kissing their parents, 

bade them good night; but E1nily, 
without considering· the interrup­
tion she should occasion to the 
game at which Mrs. Melbourne 
was engag·ed, asked her to come 
up, as usual, to bid her good night, 
and see that she was comfortable; 
for the origin of this bad habit 
was a persuasion, on the part of 
Emily, that there was not a servant 
in her father's house, nor indeed 

any where else, that could place her 
pillow and the coverlid to her liking 
as n1amma did. 

"l will bid you good night here, n1y 

dear," said Mrs Melbourne, anxious 
to second the endeavours of her sister. 
I cannot leave the table at present." 
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"rrhen I shall keep awake till 

you come," replied Emily; '' so you 

will come as soon as you can; won't 

you, mamn1a ?" 
'' I cannot tell when, I am sure," 

said l\Irs. l\lelhourne, determined at 

least, to make an effort at firmness; 

" besides, I wish to break you of this 
silly custom of lying awake, if I am 

not disengaged at the time of your 
going to bed.'. 

"If you d i<l not 1nean to come 

always, mamma,'' said E1nily pout­

ing, "you had better neYer have 

done it at al1; you ought not to have 

used me to it, if vou won't do it ., 

now the saine as at home." 

l\Ir. Grenville during this first 

speech, had laid down his cards, 

and raise<l his spectacles from his 
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nose to his forehead; he was an 
excellent-hearted old bachelor, ex­
tre1nely fond of children ,vhen they 
were good, and always very much 
disgusted with them when they 
were the contrary : though he pos­
sessed the manners of a gentleman, 
he was blunt in speaking his feelings 
whenever he saw ill conduct in the 
little creatures to whom he was 
otherwise very partial. 

"Pray, young lady," said he fixing 
his eyes on Emily, "is it usual for 
you to tell your man1ma what she 
ought not to do?" 

"I am afraid, sir," interposed 
1\Irs. Melbourne, "I have been too 
indulgent to her." 

" That makes her conduct so 
111uch the worse, madam," returned 

F 3 
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the old gentleman; "if you have 

been faulty in treating her with too 

1nuch kindness, she ought at least to 

be grateful to you, however others 

may condemn it; it is not her place, 

at all events, to punish yon." 

"Punish ma1nma !" exclaimed 

Emily; "I am sure, sir, I don't un­

derstand yon." 

"Then, with mamma's leave, I will 

speak plainer," said Mr. Grenville, 

'' don't you think that when a person 

feels sha1ne and unhappiness, they 
n1ay be sai<l to be punished ?" 

Y . "'' " es, sir r 
" Well, then, it appears to me, 

that your mam1na has been so fond 

of yon, that she has treated you with 
too much indulgence; she says so 

-indeed herself ; the conseq nence is 
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that you speak and behave to her 
in so improper a manner, that she 
is made to feel asha1ned of you, and 
therefore very unhappy. I ask you, 
whether you don ·t think this a very 
ungTateful return to n1ake for so 
1nuch anxiety to please you P'' 

"I only want 1nam1na to con1e 
up, because I love her, and like 
her to do every thing for nie, better 
than any one else." 

"I dare say you do," said Mr. 
Grenville, "not only to c01ne up 
stairs to you, but a thousand other in­
convenient things; and you pursuade 
yourself that it all arises from your 
gTeat love for her; but there is no 
one that would not believe your af­
fections n1uch strong·er, if you were 
to stud v her co1nfort a li tile n1ore, v 
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and your own a great deal less; you 
ought always to believe that your 
n1otber kno\VS what is best for you, 
and that she has your happiness at 
heart, even more than you have 
yourself, and believing this, you 
should do as she bids you, without 
one word of objection : so <lo as she 
directs you now, and I dare say, 
you will come and bid me good 
night as well as her, though it is 
very probable you think me a cross 
old fellow, and don't like me at all; 
but depend upon i~ all I say, I 
mean for your good, and that you 
will find ont some day, though you 
111ay not perceive it now." 

"But I trust that she has good 
sense enough to know it at this mo-
1nent," sir, said l\Irs. \Voodbridge. 
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HI will hope so too," replied 

Mr. Grenville, " for I love good 

children dearly; and as I permit 
none other to visit me, I trust I 
shall not do wrong in inviting her 
to n1y annual j n venile g·ala in the 
autumn; but I shall see my new 
acquaintance very often before that 
time, and shall be very particular 

to observe whether she has forg·ot­
ten the lesson I have taken the 
liberty to give her, 1nadain," he 

added, addressing himself to Mrs. 
l\1elbourne. 

Emily thought she was at lea~t 
in no danger of forgeting it, though 
she could not at that m01nent feel 
quite certain as to her intention of 
profiting· by it. 
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In fact, the address of 1fr. Gren­
ville, and all that she had heard 
and seen since the first reproof from 
her aunt, was so new to her, that she 
was oftener bewildered by its no­
velty, than convinced of its propri­
ety ; the effect of this astonishment, 
however, rendered her obedient at 
the instant; she bade her mother 
good night, as required, and left 
the ro01n ·with her cousins. 

A servant attended them up 
stairs, to take care of the light and 
see them safely in bed. 

In the chamber E1nily was again 
doomed to be surprised; instead of 
ordering l\Iary to do whatever they 
required, she heard Fanny and 
Caroline request her assistance, and 
thank her for giving it. 
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8he saw that the young woman 

behaved to them with perfect re­
spect and attention, more, perhaps, 
than she had ever had shown to her, 
who had never scrupled to speak to 
her n1aid in a style of command and 
even sometin1es behaved so haughtily 
on her hesitating to comply with 
her whims, as to ren1ind her that 
she was only a servant. 

She observed too, with surprise, 
that her cousins folded their frocks 
themselves, and put them in the 
drawer appropriated for them. 

"Do you always take such care 
of you1· clothes?" enquired Ernily; 
"surely it cannot be worth while; 
one would think you were obliged 
to make then1 last for ever, how 
often do you have new?" 
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To this ruJe speech Fanny re .. 
plied, by telling her that they were 
allowed many new articles of dress 
every year, and that they regularly 
gave away those that the new ones 
were to replace. 

" But if they are to be given 
away in that time, they would last, 
without taking all that trouble about 
them.'' 

" ·Yery true," returned Fanny, 
" but if we were to act from that 
consideration, 1namma says, we 
should soon get into slo-venly habits; 
besides, the Getter they are when we 
have done with them, the more 
pleasure we have in giving then1 
away, because they are, of course, 
more valuable." 

'' And do yon think so m11C:h 
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about other people, and such peo­
ple as yon g·ive your old clothes 
to?" enquired Emily. 

'' And why should we not?" said 
Fanny; "if we were in their situa­
tion, and they in ours, I dare say 
we should wish then1 to think of, 
and serve us.'' 

En1ily had often been told of 
that great principle of religion, 
'' the duty of doing as you would 
be done by," but she seldom had 
the opportunity offered her of per­
forming it: l\Irs. Nlelbourne was not 
uncharitable, but she in general sent 
her gifts by servants; or if she did 
v1sit the neighbouring poor, she 
nevet· took Emily with her, fearful 
of her catching· some disorder inci­
cl~ntal to infancy, or at least of 

G 
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wounding her feelings by the tale 
of distress, or view of wretched­
ness, the result of which 111ight be 
injurious to the fancied delicacy of 
her health. 

Mrs. '1Voodbridg·e, on the contrary. 
after ascertaining that there ·was no 
danger of the former evil, had often 
taken her children with her to the 
bed of sickness, and the abode of 
poverty, and had not only contri­
buted he!'self, but had taug·ht them to 
wish to spare some portion of their 
pocket money for the relief of the 
sufferers. Besides this part of the 
duty of doing as we would be done 
by, Mrs. W oodbridge's children had 
been taught to make it the rule of 
of their daily conduct with each 
other; hence they had early learnt 
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to subdue the pettishness of infancy, 

which n1ig·ht otherwise have grown 

into a quarrelsomeness of disposi­

tion, which would, of course, have 

led to a great many other and even 

greater evils. 
E1nily, having no companions to 

be cross with, and the servants not 

daring to complain of her, had lost 

the opportnnityof such useful lessons; 

and her anxious parent, in her en­

deavour to secure to her the bless­

ings of health and happiness, over­

looked the best n1eans to be used 

for the pron1otion of either; but 

sufficient i1npression had been 1nade 

upon her mind by what she had 

been taught of this great precept, 

for her to feel the description that 

Fanny and Caroline now gave of 
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their visits with their mothel' to the 
cottages, and the happiness they ex­
perienced when permitted to make 
a coarser, but more useful, frock, or 
petticoat, to accompany those of their 
own wearing, \Vhcn given away. 

"I dare say,'' said Emily, in the 
course of convPrsa tion, "you are glad 
that yon are the eldest, Fanny; be­
cause, I suppose, if at any time it 
happens that aunt can on]y take one 
of you, you always go with her, or 
if she has one thing better than 
another to give, it is yon who have 
·t " I • 

''No, indeed, that is not the case,·, 
rep I ied the good chi Id; "mamma 
never makes any difference, jf she 
can help it; and I love my sister 
too dearly evf'r for a moment to 
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wish that she should. We often go 

out separately, and as 111anuna de­
cides which of us is the most proper or 

convenient to take, we of course 

never think any thing of it, though 
it happens that one of us go more 
frequently than the other." 

" Suppose, En1ily, that your 
brothers and sisters had lived," said 

Caroline, " would you have liked 
to have the least of every thing, 
because you were the youngest?" 

"I am sure l should not," she 

replied; "for, you know, I could not 
help being the youngest, and I 
ought not to be punished for that ?" 

"It cannot be called punish-
1nent exactly," said Caroline, "to 

see your brothers and sisters happy, 
even though yon might be a loser 

G3 
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by it. Emily did not reply, but 
she thought of what her cousins 
had said, till sleep closed her eyes, in 
spite of s0111e inclination she felt, 
after the light was removed and all 
was sti 11, to call and fret for her 
mother. 
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CHAPTER III. 

In the morning, Emily arose in 
health and spirits, and after break­
fast, went with her cousins to the 
school-room ; here every thing was 
ag·ai n new to her; she had never ac­
customed herself to reg·ularity and 
order, and still less to dilig·ence; 
the strict attention paid by Fanny 
and Caroline to their lessons, the 
exactness with which they repeated 
them, and the silent and respectful 
1nanner in which they received the 
instructions of 1\liss Harcourt, sur­
prised her exceeding·ly. 

80 powerful is the influence of 
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example, that for the firBt two honrs 
Emily was attentive to her lessons, 
and endeavoured to do as they did, 
but her habitual indolence after that 
time got the better of her, and she 
began to yawn over her book, and 
to lay her work in her lap: this day, 
however, passed 1n uch better than the 
last; Emily was more obedient, and 
heing so, her 1nother was of course 
happier than on the day before; at 
night she went to bed without teaz .. 
ing her with in1pertinent and silly 
arguments, and no tears had been 
seen in her eyes. 

As it would be impossible in one 
small volmne to detail the progress 
of each day, it must be sufficient to 
say, that the novelty of Emily's new 
. ituation, did not lose its power 
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for the re1naincler of the week ; 
l\Irs. l\Ielbourne, in that ti1ne, be­
can1e sensible of the error she had 
con1n1itted, in so blarneably indulg­
ing her, fro1n apprehension of in­
juriug her health; she now yielded 
her entirely to the management of 
her aunt, and, convinced that it 
would be fol' her improvement, was 
quite reconciled to the thoughts of 
parting from her. As the second 
week began to advance, she, however, 
felt it almost impossible to bear her 
frmn her sight; one n1orning she 
came into the school-room, urged 
by this desire to be with her, and 
at the same ti111e anxious to be 
gTatified by witnessing· how 1nuch 
better Emj]y behaved, under Miss 
l-Iarconrt

1

8 tnition, in tbe time of 
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lessons, than she had done at hon1e; 
but poor l\frs. l\felbourne was this 
n1orning to be disappointed, for 
E111ily, an1ong her other bad quali­
ties, had a strong curiosity, which 
often shewed itself 1 n a very 1m• 

proper manner. 

Her n1amma) on entering the 
room, had whispered an apology 
to l\Iiss I-Iarcourt, for the intrnsion, 
by saying she wished to observe 
the behaviour of her little girl in 
a situation so new to her: as she 
turned from speaking to the gover­
ness, she saw that Emily's eyes were 
fixed on her with a look of enquiry 
and discontent; the child, however, 
did not speak, but l\1rs. Melbourne 
was too much accustomed to her 
not to be able to guess, at least, at 
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what had vexed her. Strang·e as it 
ll' 1nay appear to 1ny little readers, the 
c! fact was, Emily seldom or never 

saw her 1nother whisper to any one 
~i1 without wishing to know what was 
n· said, and would bring forward a 

great many ridiculous and improper 
lie reasons to justify this absurd desire 
J! to learn what did not concern her, 
o, and was often not right for her to 
re be told; if she heard her n1amma 
1G speak in a low voice to one of the 
ne maids, she would directly ask what 

ir• was said. 
:re "Nothing, my dear, that is of any 
· J consequence for you to know,'' re-
er plied Mrs. Melbourne one day. 
ue "ldon't know why," said the dis-

1er obedient child, instead of being· 

1t immediately silenced, "you should 
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say any thing, n1am1na, to Elizabeth, 
that I mayn't hear,'' 

"I may have many things," re­
turned her 1nother, " to say to Eliza­
beth, that 1nay not be proper to tell 
you." 

But E1nily, instead of seeing her 
fault and being contented, kept 
repeating her importunities; and 
when Mrs. l\tlelbourne, shocked at 
the impertinence and folly of her 
behaviour, endeavoured to convince 
her of it, she threw herself into so 
violent a passion of tears, that the 
fearful parent, as usual, filled with 
apprehension, iustead of fro1n that 
rnoment breaking her of the habit, 
encouraged it by soothing· her into 
composure. 

~frs. Melbonr-ne liad heen about 
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half an hour in the school-room, 
when a servant can1e to infonn her 
that 1\1:rs. Woodbridge was ready to 
go out with her; Etnily saw her 
n1other rise to leave the apartment 
without offering any opposition, till 
she had nearly reache<l the door; her 
resolution to be silent then failed 
her, and she enquired, in a half 
whimpering· tone, where she was 
going~ 

'' To call on a lady with your aunt, 
l " n1y oear. 

"May not I go with you?" said 
Emily. 

,: No my love; it is not con­
venient." 

" But why is it not convenient?" 
enqnired Emily. 

Miss Harcourt at this motnent 
H 



74 EMILY 

looked at her with such an expression 
of surprise in her countenance, that 
the little g·irl's eyes were, for a mo­

n1ent, bent on the floor; but she was 
too much accustomed to teaze her 
parent, till she gained what she 
wished for, to give up so easily; 
besides, she had began, within the 
last two days, to be rather less 
pleased with the 1norning's occupa­
tion than she had been at first, and 
was glad of an excuse to escape it; 
and as her mam1na reached the door 
the tears burst fro1n her eyes, and 
ran down her cheeks. 

"Emily! Emily!" saidMrs.Mel­
bourne, with a strong effort to snb<lue 
her inclination to indulge her. "I 
thought you had given over these 
babyish ways, and meant to give 
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up what you ask for, when told it 
is inconvenient to grant it." 

"Its very hard," 1nuttered Emily; 
" [ have scarcely been out ,vith you 
since I can1e here." 

H \Vell, but my dear, if I have not 
been able to be much with you 
myself, as usual, you have not been 
kept at home on that account; 
you have had a walk, ahnost ~very 
day, with your cousins." 

" But I want to walk with you," 
said Emily. 

'' I shall ue obliged to send mam-
1na ho1ne, before the fortnight is 
over," said l\'.Irs. Wood bridge, en­
tering the roon1 at this n1oment. "I 
cannot think of allowing her to re­
n1ain here to be ni::-,de unhappy by a 
naughty child, who thinks she knows 
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better than her parents, what is 

proper for her." 

The door of the room had been 

open during the last five minutes, 

the servant having neglected to shut 

it, so that Mrs. \Voodbridge had 

heard all that Emily said. 
Ernily's awe of her aunt had 

n1uch increased during her visit, 

she having, every day, given some 
occasion for reproof and admonition 

from her; at the tone of her voice she 

started, and not only directly ceased 
speaking, but turned her head aside, 

that she might hide her t~ars. 
1\1 rs. \Yoodbridge was glad to 

see this indication of shame, as 

well as apprehension of a lecture, or 

punishment; could she have had a 

choice, she would have 1nn<;h pre-
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ferrnd to have attempted her refor­

n1ation by n1ore gentle measures; but 
E111ily 's habit of reasoning again, or, 

at least, attempting to do so, and 

believing herself capable of doing so, 

rendered it impossible ( at present, 

at least,) to benefit her by any other 

means, than n1aking her fear her 

authority, and dread the conse­

quences of offending against it. Mrs· ,v oodbridge therefore merely said, 

'' Sister, ,ve will go now, if you 

please;" and they left the room to­
g·ether. 

Emily could not but observe, that 

Faiu1y and Caroline had not even 

spoken to their mother, and that 
they were now going on with their 

lessons and work, with the same 

c.heerfulness and good-will, as they 

n3 
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had <lone before. It so happened, 
that where her cousins sat, they 
were reflected in a glass on the other 
side of the room. Emily arose in a 

few minutes, to put a book she had 

in her hand on a shelf; in so doing 

she passed the glass, and glancing in 
it, was -much struck with the dif­
ferent appearance she made to what 
they did: her lips pouted out in sul­
liness, her cheeks were perfectly 
white, and her eyes rerl and swollen 
with tears. She turned ha5tily 
aside and sat down in a corner, half 
angry and half ashamed. 

Caroline and Fanny could not 
see her distress and mortification, 

without endeavouring to relieve it. 
Caroline went to her, and putting 

her arm round her neck, wiped 
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away the tears that were now flow­
ing fast; Fanny follDwed her sister, 
"Dear, dear Emily," she said," why 
do yon 1nake yourself and all of us 
so wretched? do, pray, be a good 
g·irl, and we will love you dearly, 
and do all that we can to make yon 
happy; if you are ill, I am sure 
~fiss Harcourt will excuse your stay­
ing here any longer this morn­
ing." E111ily was now, in reality, 
gTeatly agitated, and sobbed aloud; 
and Miss Harcourt had some diffi­
culty in quieting her; she, however, 
at length succeeded, and went with 
her, herself, to her chan1ber, where 
she made her lie down, and saw her 
fall asleep, before she left her. 

Emily awoke refreshed; and a 
walk on the lawn restored her colour, 
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and removed the appearance of tears 

fro1n her eyes, before her n1a111rna 

and aunt came home; and Fanny 

and Caroline, who never told tales, 

but al ways endeavoured to hide the 

faults of others, made no mention 

of what had occnred. 

Emily saw that Miss Harcourt, 

though attentive, shewed a very dif­

ferent manner to her to what she 

did to her two other pa pils; she 

could not help owning to herself that 

her cousins' behaviour were n1ore 

likely to gain their governess's af­

fection; yet, thoug·h conscious of this, 

she did not like it; on waking, there­

fore, next 1norning, and really feeling 

a little head-ache, fron1 the violent 

crying on the <lay before, she 

resolved not to get up, that she 
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1uig·ht avoid 8chool, but desired the 
other children to tell her n1amma 
that she was poorly, and would 
he g·lad to have her breakfast in 

bed. 
J\tlrs. ~1elbonrne, accon1panied 

by ~Irs. ,v oodbridge, was imme­

diately by her side. 
"Your are not absolutely ill, my 

dearest, are you?" said her mother. 
"0 no!" replied Emily, who in­

deed was looking very well; ''but I 
shall be oblig·ed to you to let 1ne lie 
in bed this n1orning; l have got the 
bead-ache.'' 

" \Ve will send you some break­
fast, my clear," said Mrs. Wood­
bridg·e, "perhaps you will be better 
after taking some tea;" they then 
left the room. Emily eat an excel-
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lent breakfast, and l\Irs. \Vood­
bridge remarking on that proof of 
health, and the state of the child's 
pulse, and s01ne other cjrcnmstances, 
succeeded in quieting the mother's 
fears. Emil v came down at about ., 

twelve o'clock. "Well, 1ny dear, 
I an1 glad to see yon rnnch better," 
said her aunt; "hut it was very 
unlucky that you could not attend 
school, as usual; was it not?" 

E1nily, conscious of what had been 
her principal n1oti ve for Jying in bed, 
coloured exceedingly, at this en­
quiry, but she did not reply. l\Irs. 
Woodbridge had suspected the truth, 
not only fron1 her own observation, 
but fro1n some re1narks that had been 
1nade to her by l\liss I-Iarcourt, on 
the preceding· day; and now, con-
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vi need of the fact, she resolved to act 
accordingly. Emily was not asked 
to go into the school-room, and the 
day passed very n1t1eh to her satis­
faction. 

The next morning she easily per­
suaded herself that she was not 
quite well, again, and sent down 
the same messag·e by her cousins; 
l\lrs. ,v oodbridge im1nediately in­
formed Mrs. Melbourne of her 
suspicions, that Ernily's illness was a 
dislike of school; and assuring her 
that there was, at all events, nothing 
to fear, entreated she would allow 
her to go up alone; aftet· a little 
persuasion, this request was granted, 
and Mrs. \Voodbridge, having mixed 
a s1nall dose of salts, took it with 
her to En1ily's bed side. " My 
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dear child,'' said she, "if you are 

so poorly as to have your illness 

continue for two days, it will be 

advisable for you to take s01ne medi­

cine; I <lo not think you sufficiently 

ill to send for a doctor, but it is 

certainly proper for yon to have 

so1nething to make yon better." 

"Thank you, annt," replied Emi­

ly; "but I would rather not; I 

shall be quite well by to-1norrow, I 

] " oare say. 
"You thought so, yesterday, my 

dear; but yon seem j nst as ill to-day.,, 

" 0 no! indeed,'' said Emily, 

eagerly; " I am a great deal better, 

to day, than I was yesterday." 

"You are willing to think so, be­

cause you do not like the n1edicine,' ·' 

replied her aunt; "but you must 
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riot suffer your aversion to overc0111e 
your good sense; I must insist upon 
your drinking it, 111y dear, for it may 
be the n1eans of preventing your 
being really ill." 

Emily found it would be in vain 
to resist, without betraying herself; 
and ·was now heartily sorry for this 
the most serious departure from truth 
she had ever been guilty of; she 
took the draught, an<l Mrs. Wood­
bridge having seen her lie down 
again, told her she should have 
some gruel for her dinner, and 
she would now send her a little tea; 
and that she hoped, by nursing her 
up that day, she would be pretty well 
bythe next. Poor Emily, (who was 
actually hungry,) heard herself con­
de1nned to a little tea for breakfast, 

l 
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and water-gruel for dinner, with 

great disn1ay. She could not, by 

any n1ode of reasoning with herself ., 

whatever, avoid acknowledging that 

she deserved the punishment, as the 

consequence of her fault; she had 

often been told, that punishment 

must always be the natural conse­

quence, sooner or later, of doing· 

wrong; but, till now, she had never 

experienced the truth of this suffi­

ciently to convince her that it was 

so. I a1n sorry to say, that Emily 

had, hitherto, paid so little respect 

to what her parents or teachers had 

said to her, that she had drawn a 

great deal of evil on herself; she 

might, otherwise, have escaped by 
submitting· to the guidance of those, 

whose superior age and knowledge 

al; t 

~~~n 
lir, 



n 

If 

e 

d 

I .. 

AND HRR COUSINS. 87 
n1ade them, of course, better able to 
direct her than she was to govern 
herself. 

l\Irs. W oodbridg·e, desirous that 
she should profit as 1nuch as possi­
ble frotn her present state of mind, 
directed that no one should sit with 
her during the 1norning; and that 
she should remain in bed till one 
o'clock. Iler n1ai11ma came, occa­
sionally, to speak to her, bnt did not 
stay any time; thus E1nily was left) 
for hours, to her own reflections; and 
I am happy to say that she n1ade 
good use of these hours. She thought 
of all she had been told by her aunt, 
whilst at her father's house; and of 
all that she had heard and seen 
during her visit to her nncle's; even 
l\Ir. Grenville's ad1nonition was not 
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forgotten; but, above all, she dwelt 

ou the behaviour of her two cousins; 

on the kindness that they shewed to 

each other, and to herself; on their 

regular and orderly n1anners in the 

school-room, at table, and indeed 

every where, and in all that they 

did; she thought, too, of their ex­

treme affection for their parents; 

m1d though she believe<l she loved 

hers as well, she could not but own, 

to herself, that she had shewn it in a 

very different n1anner: she had 

teazed and worried her mother 

in a thousand different ways; and 

had said it was because she loved 

her so much; whilst Fanny and 

Caroline had proved theirs by re­

spectful attentions, implicit obedi­

ence, and by a constant, ready, and 
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earnest endeavour, to profit by the 
instruction they were the means of 
providing for them. She knew 
that she had often, when told she 
was wrong, (in~tead of feeling that 
the reproof was just,) thought her­
self unjustly blamed; and had been 
full of resentn1ent. She now, how­
ever, wished that she had paid more 
attention to these ad1nonitions, for 
they had been chiefly on the sub­
ject of giving way to self-indul .. 
gence; these lessons, it is true, had 
not always come from her mother ; 
for she was, unfortunately, but too 
apt to believe the idle excuses n1ade 
by the little girl, in order to do 
what she liked best; but there was 
one very old and respectable servant 
in Mr. Melbourne's household, who 

I 3 
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saw, without the means of prevent­

ing· -it, the mischief that was daily 

increasing to the child, through the 

power she had gained over her 

parents. Old Sally would some­

times tell her when she was wrong, 

and what she ought to do, though 

it was all in vain; and once or twice 

she had ventured to speak of E111i ly' s 

faults to Mrs. Melbourne; but she 

had not been heard in a manner to 

encourage her to do it ag·ain. 

Emily arose at one, and found 

a basin of gruel, with bread in it, 

waiting for her in the parlour; 

going without breakfast had not 

lessened her appetite, and, in fact, 

she did not remember ever feeling 

so hungry in her whole life, as she 

did at this 1non1ent; but her auut 
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was present, and she did not dare to 
murmur, even had she not been re­
strained by knowing that it was the 
consequ€nce of her own fault and 
folly. 

She had never before been 1nade 
so clearly to suffer frotn her own 
conduct, or so evidently to have it 
brought to her 1nind1 that it was 
frmn her own conduct; hence this 
one day had, naturally, more effect 
upon her, than all the half-measures 
which had been tried before, during 
the whole period of her life . 

It see1ned, indeed, as though this 
was to be a day of complete morti .. 
fi.cation to her; jt happened that her 
uncle and aunt had a friend to dine 
with them; there was, therefore, not 
only s01nething extra for dinner, but 
son1e fine presei-ves added to the 
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dessert, none of which Eu1ily was 
allowed to touch, from fear of their 
disagreeing with her, after taking· 
111edicine; all this, however, Emily 
endeavoured to bear, by consoling 
herself with the resolution never to 
place herself in such a sitnation 
again, when she was really not ill. 
But a greater trial than this awaited 
her: having no brotlwrs or sisters 
at home, to share with her the 

admiration or caresses of her mam­
ma's visitors, she had, of course, 
the whole of those attentions peo­
ple usually bestow upon children, 
given to herself; and as these 
commendations had, generally, been 
g1 ven to the smartness of her 
dress, or the prettiness of her person, 
she had al ways been very vain of 

both, and taken great pains with 
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her appearance, when she knew of 
any one coining; this feeling and 
habit shewed itself, even in th-is 
day of humiliation; she had curled 
her hair -in the nicest manner, and 
had selected one of her best frocks. 

After dinner, the subject of con­
versation turned upon education, 
and Fanny and Caroline were asked 
nrnny questions, in examination, by 
the visitor, (who was a very old 
friend,) as well as by their father, 
nearly all of which they were able 
to answer correctly. E1nil y sat in 
a corner by the fire, but in the 
greatest apprehension of being called 
upon in her turn, by son1e enquiry 
addressed to her cousins, that there 
was scarcely a possibility of her 
being· able to reply to it properly. 
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News had, that day, anived, of a 

battle, and a n1ap was placed on the 
table, to shew tbe children where it 
had been fought; th is, naturally~ led 
to enquiries of the young· folks, as to 
their knowledge of the situation of 
countries; and ~.,anny and Caroline 
obtained great praise for the accu­
racy and quickness with which they 
pointed the111 out. E1nily's terrors 
increased every instant, at this exhi­
bition of the cleverness and know-. 

ledge of her cousins; and she thought, 
at that 1noment, she would have given 
all the finery she possessed in the 
world, to be able to do the , an1e. 

She looked at her aunt and at her 
mother: ·what a lesson the different 
expression of their countenances 

co~1veyed to the n1in<l of Emily! The 
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eyes of Mrs. \Voodbridge were fixed 
on her children. with a gaze of 
delig·ht, affection and gratified pride; 
whilst those of l\Irs. l\tlelbourne, 
though they rested on her child, 
she,ved only disappointment and 
anxiety. E111ily forcibly felt the 
difference, and that she was the 
cause of it. "That young lady,'' 
said the gentleman, looking towards 
her, "see111s as thongh she did not 
like to be left ont of this little 
exan1ination and treat; for, to n1e, 
it is a treat, to notice the improve­
ment and abilities of my young 
friends.'' 

"She is not well enough, sir," 
replied l\Irs. l\Ielbourne, eagerly. 
" Poor thing! I am sorry for her," 
said he; " but I shall have the 
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pleasure of a little conversation with 

her another day, I hope. It is really 

delightful, l\tlrs. \\1 oodbridge," he 

added, "to see girls attend to the 

improvement of their 111inds, as your _ 
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daughters do: half the young ladies 

I 1neet with, seern to think, that M 
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if they are s1nartly drest, and toler- tne 
ably pretty, it is all that is required 

of them: poor creatures! when they wh. 

becon1e wives and 1nothers, they OOUr 

find out their mistake, if they do not 

before : I should just as soon think 

of wishing for a doll, as a pretty 

child, in a fine frock, with nothing 

else to recom1nend her." 

Though this gentleman had only 

spoken in general tenns, that is, of 

a nu1nber, Emily felt as though it 
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she deserved it, the humiliation was 
too painful to be longer endured 
with firn1ness, in addition to her 
other feelings; and she hastily left 
the ro01n, and went to her own. 
Mrs. Woodbridge, aware of what 
was passing· in her 1nind, desired 
the children to follow her, and 
whispered an entreaty to Mrs. Mel­
bourne to keep her seat. 

Fanny and Cat·oline found E1nily 
lying· on the bed, weeping bitterly. 
"0 ! that I was clever as you are!'' 
sobbed Emily as they tried to soothe 
her; " but that I shall never be." 
"And why not, dear E1nily ! " '' Be­
cause I have no 111emory : I forg·et 
every thing that I learn, directly." 
'' That is, because you don't love 
learning·, I a1n afraid," said Fanny: 

I( 
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"Miss Harcourt says, it is in the 

power of every one to gain know­

ledge, if they chuse to take pains; 

but then they n1ust like it well 

enoug·h not to think it all a task; 

and, besides, if one person's men1ory 

is not so strong· as another's, it may 

be improved." "And do you think 

mine could ?" eagerly demanded 

Emily. "I dare say it could; but 

we will speak to ~Iiss Harcourt 

about it." "How pleased 1ny aunt 

looked at you both," said Emily, 

" whilst 1ny mam1na !-but I can't 

bear to think of it: I want her to 

look the same about me ; but its too 

late, now; l an1 almost as old as Caro­

line, and know nothing at all." '( 0 ! 

but you soonwill,cousin." "No! its 

too late," repeated E1nily mournfully. 
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" W~hat is too late ? " enquired 

Mrs. Woodbridge, who had fol­
lowed her daughters, kindly anxious 
to in1prove any opportunity that 
might occur for promoting the be­
nefit of her niece. Fanny told her 
rnam111a, that En1ily was anxious to 
learn, but fearful it was too late to 
begin. "~fy dearest Emily," said 
~frs. \Voodbridge, " I an1 truly 
happy in perceiving that yon are 
not only sensible of your defi-

_ciencies, Lut desirous of supplying· 
then1; believe n1e, it is never too 
late to ainend: yon are of an age 
nowJ my dear child, to know that 
you are a responsible creature; that 
is, one who will have to give an 
account of the actions of your life 
in this world, to the great Being 
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who created yon, when he shall 

think fit to take you from this state 

of existence. I will not say more 

to you, 1ny love, on this subject, 

now; but to-morrow I will speak 

on it again; and endeavour to shew 

you how much 1nay be done to 

n1ake up for the past, hy sincere 

endeavour, the assistance of kind 

friends, and a diligent use of time." 

1\Irs. ,voodbridge was aware that 

the fit of shame and repentance that 

filled the 1nind of Emily, proceeded 

as much fron1 mortified pride, aSi from 

any better feeling; but she knew, 

likewise, that, from whatever cause 

jt can1e, it ought to be encouraged. 

It was, she knew, a con3iderable 

point g·ained, in her having became 

sensible of her ignorance and her 
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faults. Long indulged and Lad 
habits are not to be overcome with­
out the assistance of time. Mrs. 
Melbourne's plan was, therefore, not 
to set her down in1n1ediately to hard 
stndy, or great confinen1ent, or re­
straint; but, rather, to strengthen the 
favourable impressions that had 
taken place, by leaving her, for the 
present, to the influence of good 
example; with this view, she told 
her, before she quitted the room, that, 
towards the latter end of April, ( and 
it was now the close of March,) she 
should accompany her cousins in a 
visit of s01ne <lays to Mrs. Hamil­
ton's, who lived a few miles off: this 
promise, she thought, would, in 
some measure, reconcile her to the 
1rnrting with her 1nother; and, as 

K ;3 
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she was fond of change, would help 

to make her new habits of life less 

irkson1e to her, especially as she 

had, several ti1nes, expressed to her 

cousins, a strong desire to see how 

it was possible for people to be 

con1fortable, who were only able 

to keep one servant. 

Mrs. \Voodbridge now desired 

Emily to wash her eyes, and co1ne 

down to tea, \Vhich would be ready 

in half an hour; and she then re­

turned to Mrs. l\lelbourne, who 

had been scarcely able to keep the 

promise she had made, of not follow­

ing to Emily's room. Emily did as 

she was desired, and on returning 

to the parlour, was treated with 

so 1nuch kind attention by her aunt, 

that she began to think she could 
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love her almost as much as she 
feared her. 

Next day, Miss Harcourt received 
her very kindly, and she found that 
the more pains she took to learn, 
the 1nore kind her governess ap­
peared to her. In the course of the 
morning, Miss Harcourt read to 
the1n fron1 some volumes of in­
structive tales, whilst they worked, 
explaining to then1 more fully their 
1noral an<l tendency, in such a n1an­
ner, that the lessons they contained 
should be particularly useful. 

Thus passed this 111orning, and 
the next; on the thfrd, ~Irs. ~Jel­
bourne was to return home; she bad 
the satisfaction, in these last t-wo days, 
to see a considerable improvement 
i11 the behaviour of her little girl , 
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thoug·h she occasionally shewed some 

sympton1s of idleness and pettishness; 

and still used her silly and i111proper 

argun1ents when speaking with her 

1na1nma. But l\Irs. l\fe]bourne had, 

indeed, grown wiser herself, and had 

found out, that to argue with little 

girls, instead of desiring them to do 

what she knew to be proper, was 

only teaching them to contend, and 

dispute the authority to which they 

ought to yield immediate snb1nission. 

At length, the hour of parting 

arrived. This was, indeed, a trial; 

for though J~mily thought but little 

of it, in comparison, whilst at a dis­

tance; when it did con1e, she found 

it scarcely to be endured. She 

thought of the indulgences of hon1e, 

and ail her g·ood resolutions seemed 
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·e fading away: her 1namma was not 
;; to c01ne and see her again till Sep-
,r ten1ber; in that ti111e, her aunt had 
er told her, she might, with diligence, 
ct, learn so much, that she would be 
d able to give her parents a delight-
1e fnl surprise ;-the idea of doing so 

do had been very pleasing· to her, up to 
th1s rnoment; but now she beg·an to 

d think of the trouble she should 
ey have in acqu1ring the knowledge, 

00, she had been anxious for, and the 
ng old silly belief of want of men1ory, 
al; came to her n1ind. 
ttle · " Do not fret, my dearest," said 
oi·· 1\1:rs. l\felbourne, her own eyes full 

000 of tears; " yon di8tress me so, that I 
~ue shall go hon1e to papa quite 1niser-
'll~ able; and theu, you know, he w i 11 
~tO he unhappy too.''-" I want to go 
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with you," replied the child.­

" That, my love, is quite impossible; 

it is necessary that you should re-

1nain here, for some time, first; every 

one here loves, and will be kind to 

you; and it rnn8t be your own fault 

if you are not happy.'· 

" .But I don't like to stay with­

out you," repeated En1ily, disre­

garding all that her mother said. 

Mrs. Woodbridge, who was pre­

sent, now thought proper to inter­

fere: "This is not what J experted 

of yon, En1ily ," she said; '' I thought 

you would have acted with more feel­

jug and good sense, than to give up 

all your plans of improvement, and 

cl istress your rnamma in this way; 

yon n1ust know, that to leave you at 

all, is very painful to her, but to 
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leave you in this state of discontent 
1nust be a great deal more so: you 
1nust learn, my dear, to consider the 
feeling·s of others, as well as your 
own.'' 

" Besides," added Mrs. Mel­
bourne, forcing a s1nile, "you would 
not quit your cousins, just as they 
have planned, too, a number of little 
entertain111ents for you." "I would 
rather go home with you," said 
Emily sullenly. 1 

"If that is all you can say," ob­
served l\frs. Woodbridge, "I n1ust 
beg your mam1na will take no 
further pains to persuade you to do 
what is rig·ht; and I shall assure you, 
at once, that as I think she is the 
best judge of what is proper for you, 
and she has given you to my c~re, 
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for the next six 1uonths, I shall not 

think of parting with you now; an<l 

whatever opinion you have of n1c at 

present, I hope that, at the end of 

that ti1ue, you will be wise enough 

to thank 1ne for preventing· you 

following your own inclinations at 

this 1non1ent." 
Emily perceived that she 1nust 

give way, and a violent increase of 

tears was her only reply; but seeing 

her aunt's countenance assume a 

degree of severity, and knowing 

that what she threatened to do she 

al ways did, she made a strong effort 

to subdue he1· emotion. l\Irs. \V ood­

bridg·e seeing that she did so, g-ave 

her a little wine, and again spoke 

cheerfully and kindly to her; aud 

by then the ti me came of actually 

and 
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bidding· farewell, and bolh she and 
l\irs. Melbourne Lore it better than 
either had expected to do. 

The next day, Emily fretted very 
much; but great pains being taken 
by all to divert her attention as much 
as possible, in the course of a week, 
she became reconciled to the change, 
and applied herself very diligently 
to writing·, that she rr1ig·ht have the 
pleasure of frequently sending a 

letter home herself, instead of n1ere­
l y conveying a 111essage in those 
written bv her aunt . ., 

L 
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CHAPTER IV. 

IT was now the 111011 th of l\I ay: 

the visit to 1\ilrs. Han1ilton had been 

delayed, on account of a violent 

cold caug·ht by Caroline, attended 

with a swelled face. In less than a 

week she was perfectly recovered; 

and on a beautiful morning- they sat 

out, in Mr. \Voodl>ridge's chaise, 

to the pretty cottag·e of itrs. 

Han11lton. The house was white, 

and covered with a grape-vine, and 

there was a viranda at the door, 

over which the flowering· shrubs 

were carefully trained; the little 

garden in front was well supplied 

with flower-roots; and the beds, 

raked clean, even, and wholly free 
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frou1 weeds, exhibited a pattel'n of 
neatness and beauty. 

A neat-looking servant opened 
the door, and testified gl'eat pleasure 
at seeing· the 1\,1 iss W oodbridges; 
" II ow <lo you do, Nanny, and how 
is l\1rs. and l\1iss I-Ia1niltons ?" en­
quil'ed Fanny. " They are all 
qnite well, thank you, l\1iss; how 
g-lad they will be to see you! l\Iis­
tress is in the parlour, but the young· 
ladies are busy in the kitchen and 
the g-arden." They now all entered 
the parlour, and were received with 
g-l'eat kindness Ly 1\1 rs. IIamilton, 
to whon1 they intro<lnce<l Emily. 

l\Iary IIamilton now ran into the 
room, her hands held before her, 
for they were covered with flour ; 
a laro-e pincloth sewed up behind, 
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preserved her frock from getting 

greased or dirtied-" My dear Fan­

ny, 1ny dear Caroline,'' she ex­

daimed, " [ can't tell you how glad 

I am to see you; and who is this 

young lady you have brought with 

you?" 
Emily had not for a mon1ent 

turned her eyes from their gaze on 

Mary; if she had seen an appari­

tion, she could not have looked more 

surprised; a young lady to be mak­

ing a pudding I and to come boldly 

in the parlour before them all, was 

beyond every thing she had ever 

thought of. "This is a cousin of 

Fanny and Caroline's," said her 

mam ma. " I a1n sure, I a1n vei·y 

g·lad to see her too," replied l\1ary; 

" bnt she 1nust excuse my present 
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appearance; by and by she shall 
see n1e quite smart, and then we 
shall get better acquainted." 

She had scarcely done speaking, 
when Betsy, l\f rs. Hamilton's next 
daughter, caine in, declaring that 
she had on!y just heard of their 
being there; she was busy in the 
garden when they came> gathering 
a few peas and a salad fol' dinner. 
"And we must both leave you for a 
short ti me," said 1\1:ary ; "but 1nam-
1na will be kind enoug·h to an1use 
you till we co1ne Lack; and away 
they went, with a light step and 
cheerful countenance. 

" I-low Ii vely lVlary is,., said 
Fa1111y to l\lrs. Hamilton ; " she 
seems always so happy." "And not 
uuly seems> but is real1y ~o, my dear," 

L3 
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returned l\iirs. Hamilton, "for she 

is an excellent child; l\Iary, the 

eldest of five children left in hum­

ble circumstances, is, at the age of 

fourteen, obliged to act as though 

she were a great deal older; instead 

of being discontented at having her 

time so much n1ore occupied than 

many other girls of her age, she 

feels nothing a trouble that she can 

do on her part to save n1e expence 

or fatigue. 
In about half an hour, JVIary, 

with her pincloth off, and her hair 

out of paper, and looking altogether 
very neat and nicely, came into the 

parlour with the two youngest 

children, one three, the other four 

years old, and asked her visitors if 
they woul<l not like a walk in the 

the 
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garden before dinner. To this pro­
posal they innnediately assented. 

The kitchen-window looked into 
the garden; and as they passed, 
they saw Betsy busy shelling the 
peas; the eldest of the little boys, 
a child but six years old, assisting 
her: the kitchen was beautifully 
clean ; the tins shone like silver 
against the wall; and Nanny was 
cheerfully and diligently preparing 
the dinner. 

" We visit no where," said Caro­
line, "that we like half so well as 
coming to see you; there's no cere­
mony about any thing; we don't 
seem to be any interruption to what 
you have to do, but always feel our­
selves to be quite at home." "That is 
because you don't make yourselves 
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unco111fortable; you take all in ~uch 

good part,'' replied if ary. 

" Do you love flowers, 1\1 iss Mel­

bourne r" said i1ary, gathering her 

a few just breaking into bloom. 

"Yes,'' replied E1nily, ''l like 

then1 very much.'' ., An<l so do I," 

said iiary; "and I suppose I like 

then1 the better for having the care 

of them : I often think, that if I 

were to walk in the most beautiful 

garden in the world, I should not 

feel l_ialf the pleasure that I <lo in 

looking at this little patch of flower~ 

I have cultivated myself." 

"Bnt if you were rich enough to 

have a gardener, surely )OU would 

not clo it yorn·::ielf? ' ' said Caroline.'· 

'' Not so 111nch as I do now, cer­

tainly," replied Afa1·y ; ., bt_tt I must 
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still be doing something: I could 
direct, yon know ; and, perhaps, 
assist a little: in short, if I were 
ever so rich, I don't think I could 
bear to be idle." "You wil1 never 
do for a fine lady, Mary," said 
Fanny laughing. "I really don't 
think I should," replied Mary; 
" mamma was telling us, the other 
day, of a little girl, whose parents 
were very rich} and had never taught 
her to do any thing for herself more 
than to learn a few lessons every 
day; and she hadJ therefore, so 
much time for play, that at last 
she did not care even to an1use her­
self; and the poor thing· becan1e 
quite moped for want of employ­
ment, and grew peevish, disagree­
able, an<l unhealthy." " Riches 
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to that little girl, must have been a 

n1isfortune," observed Jl""'ann y. "That 

was because an ill use was nrnde of 

them," replied l\Iary. 
"I thought so too; but mamn1a 

said I was wrong-, for there is no 

occasion for people of the greatest 

rank to be idle, unless, indeed, they 

prefer it; for there are means of 

occupa6on consistent with all sta­

tions in life." 

Emily, during this conversation, 

was a silent, but attentive listener; 

she thought how much she rese1nbled 

all that had been spoken of in con­

demnation; pride, peevishness, and 

idleness, ·were all an1ong her faults; 

she remembered the rudeness with 

which she had spoken when first 

l\iirs. Hamilton had been n1entioned 
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to her by her cousins, and her aunt's 
rebuke came to her recollection; 
she felt humbled and mortified at 
the contemplation of her own errone­
ous opinions and deficiencies; she 
had thought that Fanny and Caro­
line were actually wonders, but 
~Iary Han1ilton seemed superior 
even to them; what then must she 
be? Emily sighed at the enquiry 
she n1ade of herself; these little 
girls were all capable of performing· 
duties of which she knew nothing, 
and of conducting themselves in a 
n1anner totally different from what 
she had done; she had heard the1n, 
all in their turn, praised for some 
qualification or acquire1nent, but she 
had been left out ainid these com­
mendations; and tears of shame and 
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sorrow now filled her eyes at these 

reflections. "0 !" said E1nily to 

herself, " will the day ever arrive; 

in which I shall be ad1nired for some­

thing better than the smartness of 

my clothes, and the prettiness of my 

hair, and complexion!" for it was 

for such qualifications the poor 

little g·irl had been the most noticed. 

They was returned to the house, 

and found Betsy busy laying the 

cloth; shortly after, the dinner was 

put on the table, consisting of a plain 

joint, and the pudding made by 

Mary. Emily, with fresh feelings 

of self-condemnation, saw the three 

babies, ( as William, John, and 

Lucy, n1ight be called fro111 their 

ages,) seated in quietness and order 

at the bottom of the table, without 
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expressing the slig·htest dissatisfac­
tion, at being placed so far fron1 
their mother; she saw then1 put 
their little hands before them, and 
stand up, whilst grace was said, 
and afterwards eat their dinner in 
silence, without shewing either gree­
diness, or dislike of what was given 
the111, both of which she well re­
membered herself to have been 
guilty of at their age. It was 
evident that all this comfort and 
order, in the little ones, was greatly 
the work of Mary ; for the children 
watched her eye as though accus­
tomed to be directed by her; and 
she several times heard her speak to 
them in a low voice. 

Emily, as I have before said, was 
not naturally an ill-disposed child, 

}-f 
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nor deficient in intellect; and her 

g·ood sense told her that even the 

little children before her had learnt 

1nore of the valne of obedience 

and good order in the three, and 

four years of their lives, than she 

had in the ten she had passed of 

her's. 
After dinner, l\Iary and Betsy 

<lid all they could to an1use her; and 

by tea time, she found herself quite 

happy in every thing but the pain­

ful consciousness of her own inferi­

ority. 
Fanny observe<l the depression of 

her spirits, and fearing· she was ill, 

took the opportunity when alone to 

ask her if she were not well. "I 

an1 quite well, thank you/' replied 

Emily. "Then yon are unhappy,' ' 
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~aid her cousin; "perhaps you are 
not used to this kind of visiting." 
"I am not, indeed," returned Emily, 
tears filling her eyes; '' I wish I 
had, it would have been rnnch better 
for nie; every body seems to have 
s01nething to be loved and praised 
for; but I an1 a poor little ignorant 
thing·!" and her tears beg·au to flo,v. 

Fanny said what she could to 
con1fort her; and E1nily, in the 
fulness of her heart, told her all she 
had felt on the day before, and that 
she had been constantly repeating- to 
herself the enquiry of whether the 
day would ever arrive in which she 
should have son1ething to be ad­
mired for 1nore than her prettiness 
or her finery. " I cannot get these 
thoug·hts and this question out of 1ny 
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head," she added. "Perhaps it is 

better that you should not,'' replied 

Fanny; "because it will make you 

the more anxious to learn, and then 

you will soon get forward; remem­

ber what ma1nma told you, about 

being <liligent for the future, in­

stead of lamenting over the past." 

Emily felt happier for this con­

versation with her cousin, and was 

much more cheerful after it; every 

hour that she spent in this amiable 

family, her conviction of her own 

errors became more firm and her 

resolution to amend them strength. 

ened in proportion, and when the 

children did return home, Emily 

met her aunt with real pleasure, 

buoyant with the thoughts of dili­

g·ently pursuing her lessons, and 
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hoping to n1ake a rapid in1prove­
n1ent under the judicious instruc­
tion of Miss Harcourt. 

JVIrs. Woodbridge received her 
neice in the n1ost affectionate n13-11-
ner, and soon perceived the good 
effect of her visit to Mrs. Hamilton. 
En1ily from this n1oment kept her 
resolution for the i1nprovement of 
her mind and correction of her te1n­
per. It is true, that, at first, the 
old inclination to indolence would 
someti1nes recover; bnt gradually 
these ideas faded away; her new 
pursuits, and desire of learning, 
gTew into habits; and at the expira­
tion of the four months, she found 
she had overcome each fancied d if­
ficulty, and acquired the most iut ­
portantof all knowledge, self goveru-

1'1 :3 
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ment, and a just arrangement of 
ti me: health was established in her 

_ frame and happiness in her 1nind, 

and when Mr. and Mt's. Melbourne 
(who had been kept in ignorance of 
the extent of her progress,) came to 
visit her, their emotions were such 

as rny feeble pen is incapable of des­
cribing. 

CHAPTER V. 

IT was now the day ofl\il.r. Gren­
ville's gala, as he called it, to his 
young friends; for though the 
parents, at their request, were ad­
mitted, they were more as spectators 
than partakers in the feast or en­
tertain1nent. This gentleman had 
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been frequently at Mr. Woodbridge's 
during the last six 1nonths, and had 
kept his word in the assurance he 
had given Emily that he should be 
particular in his enquiries as to her 
improve1nent: and Emily was now 
welcmned by hin1 in a n1anner so 
particularly kind, that she felt her­
self fnlly rewarded for the pains 
she had taken to obtain his g·ood 
op1n10n. The children all n1et at a 
very early houl' in the afternoon, 
and it was Mr. Grenville's whim, 
as it was the eve of his birth-day, 
that every one should bring hi1n a 
present of something of their own 
making, for which he had gifts to 
bestow in return. Mrs. Hamilton 
had taught her children to draw, 
an accomplishment in which she 
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herself excelled; and l\I ary now 

presented a cake and a drawing, 

shewing how utility and orna111ent 

1nay be blended, and add value to 

each other. Betsy, being three 

years younger, had an equally ap­

propriate gift to offer. En1ily had 

knit a coinfort for 1.VIr. Grenville's 

neck in fancied worsteds~ and it was 

so extremely pretty, and well done, 

that he would have it pinned against 

the wall, as a sort of drapery to a 

sheet of music, copied by her very 

neatly. After the offering·s were all 

received and disposed of, they went 

on the lawn, where n1nsic was 

stationed, and began dancing. 

When they had danced as long as 

they liked, they entered a tent large 

enough for the whole party: here 
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was a long- table covered with the 
finest fruits, jellies, tarts, neg us, 
&c ; henches were fixed round, and 
they all sat down to partake of the 
refreshments provided for the1n; 
<luring which, Mr. Grenville dis­
tributed his presents, or rewards, in 
return for what he had received. 
The good old man was never so 
happy as on these occasions; he had 
something droll, an<l yet so much in 
praise, to say to every one, that he 
was sure of a blush, an<l a smile, in 
reply. 

All but E1nily had now received 
something; she had been left to the 
very last. She was hurt; and a tear, 
in spite of her efforts to repel it, had 
fallen on her cheek and she felt the 
sensation of mortification and dis-
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tress becoming too painful to be 
endured with apparent co111posure; 

her heart beat violently, and her 

eyes were bent on the ground. Only 

once during the terri ule pause that 

fo1lowed the last besto,val of reward, 

had E1nily looked up, and then she 

glanced at her parents, who were 

seated opposite to her; hut that 
glance was enough; the expression 

of disappointinent, and almost an­
guish, on the countenance of her 
mother, gave a pang of self-rPproach 
to her heart; and she 111ust have 
quitted the tent, had not ~1r. G·l'en­
ville, in the next moment, taken 
both her hands in his, and leading 
her to a seat next his own, said in 

his chearful voice, "Now, my pretty 
queen, though last, not least, your 
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turn is cmne: I warrant now, you 
thought I hacl forgotten you. But 
co1ne, [ have a little bird in my 
aviary, who is in possession of your 
thogubts, and, it see1ns, knows a 
great deal about you." 

"A little bird, sir!" said E1nily. 
'' Aye, a little bird: dont you know 
I have got a beautiful aviary; let 
us al I go there, for I must give you 
this little bird as a return for the 
presents you have made n1e." 

Emily was glad that she was to 
have any thing, though she could 
not help wishing· she was to have 
something more to prize than a 
little bird. On reaching the aviary, 
the children expressed their admira­
tion of the number, and beauty, 
and i111portnned l\lr. Grenville with 
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questions as they gazed through the 
wires, "Which is the little bird, 
sir?" "Is it this, or that one?'' 

At length, Emily herself ventured 
to say, "Which is the little bird, sir, 
you are so good as to 1nean for me P" 
"There it is," replied J\ilr. Gren­
ville, with great gravity, pointing 
to a high perch in one corner, that 
had not as yet been noticed, where, 
half hid by a branch of leaves, was 

a grey owl, as large as a peacock." 
"That a Ii ttle bird!" exclaimed 

at least a dozen voices at once, 
laughing at what they thought a 

good joke. "You may laugh as 
much as you please at 1ny bird," 
said the old gentleman; "but I can 
tell you, there is n1ore in it than 
you suspect, and my good Emily 
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here will think herself as well off as 
the best of you, and she shall have 
the prettiest little cage." "Little 
cag·e !" shouted the boys with a fit 
of laughter they could not repress, 
even Emily could scarcely forbear 
joining, though she thought this 
1nirth at her expense a severe trial. 
"Away, you young rogues, every one 
of you, "said ~Ir. Grenville, hurry­
ing the111 off;" and do you, John, 
he added, turning to a servant, 
" bring me the owl to the tent; it 
is a wise bird, and shall give them 
all a lesson.'' 

The children were im1nediately 
quiet, fearing he might be angry 
.with them, and they now re-entered 
the tent, where .Emily was seated in 
a chair on his rig-ht hand. 

N 
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Mr. Grenville now desired aJl 

present not to be frightened at the 

size of his owl, for it could n0t hurt 

them, and John now broug·ht in the 

bird in a large open basket, and 

placed it before his master on the 

table. '' There," saiJ 1\.Ir. Grenville, 

"don't you know that it is the 

wisest of all birds; and I think that 

this has more wisdom and know­

ledge in it than any owl that ever 

live<l, and my Jjttle girl shall have 

a little cage for her little bird yet. 

So saying he raised a wing, and 

discovered under it a small dool', 
in the body of the supposed owl, 

and took from within ~ix sn1all 

beautifully bound volumes, and pre­

sented them to Emily, saying to 

those around him as he repeated the 

hi 
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titles of the books, " See, is there 
not 1nore ,visdom in my poor owl 
than you expected ?'' 

lt is only necessary to tell my 
young readers that the first he men­
tainecl was "Doctor \Vatts' I1n­
prove1nent of the 1\1 ind," the others 
,vere worthy to accompany it: he 
then opened the head of his O\\ l, and 
drew from it a gilt cage of curious 
workmanship, n1ade just big enough 
to hold the s1nallest and prettiest 
bird they had ever seen; a hole had 
been left through the pretended 
111011th of the ow I to ad rn it air, so 
that the little creature had not suf­
fered from its short confine1nent. 
A s1nall folded paper was so fixed 
between the wires, that it appeared 
almost to be held in the beak of the 
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bird. "Did I not tell you," said Mr. 

Grenville to Emily, "that I had a 

little bird who was in possession of 

your thoughts? when you read this," 

[giving her the paper,] you will 

find I spoke the truth; but as none 

of us like to tell what we think on 

some particular occasions, you must 

be allowed to read this paper to 

yourself." Emily unfolded it, and 

found written in a very s1nall, but 

plain hand, the following words:-

" The day is arrived, so ardently wished-for 
at Mrs. Hamilton's, and EMILY MELBOURNE has 
now something to be admired for, more valuable 
than beauty, more ornamental than the most 
splendid dress-she has not ·only become sensible 
of lm· faults, but she has amended them; and, 

i11 so doing, claims the highest prnise and admi­

ration that can be given." 

Emily, overcome with surprise, 
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p1easnre, and gratitude, threw her 
anus round l\1r. Grenville's neck and 
burst into tears. "Hey day!'' said 
the old gentleman, "here, I have got 
myself into a pretty scrape; every 
body will be thinking I a1n ill-treat­
ing you, when I only mean to make 
you as happy as possible: come, give 
me this paper again, mannna and 
papa shall see it to-1norrow; as for 
to-day, they n1ust take n1y word in 
assurance, that it contains not a 
syllable but what vvill give the1n a 
great deal of pleasure." lV[rs. l\1el­
bourne had hastened to her daughter 
and had now succeeded in drying 
her eyes. " Did I not pron1ise 
you a little bird and a little cage,'' 
~aid ~fr. Grenville, "and who can 
tell me I have not kept my word ? 

N3 
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but I dare say the poor tl1ing will 

now be glad of a larger house," and 

John placed a handsome large cage 

on the table, in which was an artifi­

cial bird 1na<le in imitation of the 

live one. Mr. Grenville then busied 

hin1self in exchanging the cages; 

which having done, he place<l the 

paper with the 1nock bird in the 

gilt cage, and restored it to its place 

in the head of the owl; the books 

were again put into its body and 

John was ordered to be in readiness 

to carry the whole to ~lr. \Vood­

bri<lge's house when the fa111ily re­

turned ho1ne. 
Emily, l'ecovere<l from her agita­

tion, now seemed to tread 1n air; 

she longed for the hour when she 

was to shew the tribute she had re" 
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cei ved of praise, to her parents, and 
yet she was so cornpletely happy 
where she was, that she could not 
wish the time to Le shortened. 

Every thing past off in the rnost de­
lightful manner. She was acknow­
ledg·e<l queen of the day. The girls, 
too sensible and good-humoured to 
be jealous, twisted flowers into gar­
lands an<l crowns for her hair; and 
the boys rnade a throne of a flower 
stand, with an un1brella for a canopy, 
and assisted her to cli1nb it; in short 
all was laughter and enjoyn1ent, and 
when they broke up to return hotne, 
they declared, that though the holi­
day at Mr. Grenville's was the best 
they had in the whole year, yet this 
was the happiest they had ever spent 
even there. 
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Several of the children, who came 

from a distance, were permitted to 

pass the night at l\fr. Grenville's; 

among them were Emily and 

her cousins. The next n1orning, 

.Emily, her cousin Fanny, and 

a young gentleman, named Frede­

rick Wrightson, who slept in an 

adjoining apartment, all anxious to 
evince their gratitude to their kind 

benefactor, arose early, an<l posting 

themselves at Mr. Grenville's bed­
room door, sang together the follow­

ing little tributary stanza; which 

Fanny had been taught to repeat to 

her parents on similar occasions: 

" This morning, Ivir. Grenville dear, 

You enter on another year, 

\Ve wish you comfort, peace, and health, 

Increase of happiness and wealth : 
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And as the years revolve around, 
May you still happily be found; 
Our hope then is, that still you may 
Enjoy each coming natal day." 

Their voices sounding in concert, 
awakened l\'lr. Grenville; he listen­
ed attentively, and soon ascertained 
from whence the sounds proceeded; 
he put on his 1norning-gown, and 
opened his <loor, that he n1ight the 
better hear their sweet voices, but 
his appearance silenced them into 
mute bashfulness: and looking at 
each other, they smiled, and sidling 
fron1 the spot, scampered away. 
This was a trifling- incident; but its 
novelty pleased Mr. Grenville 1nuch; 
he never forgot it, and the conse ... 
quence was, that the children ever 
after were his particular favourites. 
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It is now only necessary to say 

that Emily shewed her gratitude to 

~fr. Grenville for his kindness, and 

respect for bis good opjnion, by 
taking the gTeatest care of the 

pretty bird he had given her, and 

by attentively reading and re-read­

ing the well-selected books; and the 

worthy old man, who lived many 

years after this period, had never 

any reason to wish one word erased 

in the paper he had presented to her. 

1\ifr. and ~frs. l\felbourne were 

so anxious that E1nil v should still ., 

continue to profit by the in~truction 

of l\Iiss Harcourt and the judicious 

friends by which she was surrounded, 

that they parted with their house 

near town, and took one close to that 

occupied by '.\Ir. \Voodbridg·e. The 
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removal of Mr. and l\1rs. Melbourne 
to the village in which he resided, 
was particularly agTeeable to Mr. 
Grenville, who not only wished it 
on account of the pleasure of their 
society, but from having become ex­
tremely attached to Einily; he would 
often talk to her of the first day of 
their acquaintance, and En1ily would 
tell him of all the vexatious feelings 
that possessed her mind before she 
learnt to be good and clever; one 
<lay, in particular, she was describ­
iug to hi1n the uneasiness she expe­
rienced in the afternoon in which 
her cousins were called on to display 
their knowledge on news of a battle 
having arrived. "The maps were 
placed on the table," said Emily 
to her friend, "and Fanny and Caro-
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line were requested to point out a 

number of different counties, whilst 

I sat trembling with apprehension, 

lest I should be asked some question 

too, knowing as I did that it was 

almost impossible I shoul<l be able 

to answer it.'' "You need have no 

such fears at this time, Emily," re­

plied l\tir. Grenville, "for you could 

not only answer such questions now 

as well as your cousins then; but 

you have since fought a battle your­

self, and, what is more, have gained 

the victory too, and that the greatest 

of all victories, for, my dear Ii ttle 

girl,'' he added, patting her on the 

cheek, " yo'U, have conquered your­

self." 

lnan aud ;.,1un<lay, Priot.,r,, 
Threadn•edlt-Hreei, 
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