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m:o my ~ounger ~i.ster.s. 

IF the pleasure and interest which my dear Sisters 

have taken in the progress of this little story be 

ever shared in the slightest degree by others of 

their age, I shall not regret the step I am taking in 

permitting it to be laid before the public ; though 

fully sensible that the indulgent partiality which they 

have shewn towards it is not to be hoped for else

where. But my best wishes ,vill be realised, if some

thing beyond mere amusement may at any time re

sult from its perusal, and if it be so blessed as to 

suggest to the young reader a single good thought, 

or the practice of one Yirtuous action. 





CON'l'ENTS. 

C'ILU', 

I. Introductory 

II. Self-denial . 

I II. The Trial 

IV. The Queen . 

V. The Bird's Cage 

VI. The Lady of the Middle Ages 

YII. The Ferry . . . 

YIII. Lasting Pleasures 

1 

2,5 

64 

123 

151 

182 

234 

. 281 





THE BIRTHDAY. 

CHAPTER I. 

THERE are many persons whose eyes are invo
luntarily arrested by a group of children at play; 
who take pleasure in them for their own sakes, 
independently of external circumstances ; and, 
whose interest extending beyond the momen
tary amusement they afford, love to watch them 
silently, and to trace the future character of the 
man in the frolics of the child. To such it 
matters little whether they are the noisy sun
burnt tenants of the village-school, or the well
dressed little lordlings who, once let loose upon 
the lawn, soon prove superior to the trammels 
of velvet and lace, and vie with their rustic co
temporaries in merriment and mischief. A per
son less partial to children would, however, have 
been forced to stop a minute to admire the little 
group into which the reader is about to be intro
duced. They are p1aying on the terrace oppo-
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2 THE BIRTHDAY. 

site the south wing of an old castle. A portion 
of the building seemed to be very old indeed, as 
one may judge by the Norman gateway through 
which one enters it, and the heavy round arches, 
covered with ivy, belonging to a part evidently 
uninhabited. But the lancet-,vindows in the 
oak hall indicate a later date; while here and 
there are portions evidently modern, restored or 
altered by the taste of a recent possessor. The 
wing opposite to ,vhich the children are playiug, 
opening on a terrace, bright and perfumed with 
flowers, is quite new, having been lately added 
to the building by its present occupier. The 
contrast between those cheerful windows look
ing out upon a beautiful garden, and the ivy
crowned arches on the other side, is like a tran
sition from the sunshine of youth to the gloom 
of old age. 

Round the- oak hall, of ,vhich I have spoken, 
are ranged family portraits, ,vhose various cos
tumes would indicate that they belonged to 
other centm·ies. But on passing thence to the 
group upon the terrace, your eye would be 
struck ,vith the strong resemblance bct,veen the 
children playing before you, and some of the 
portraits you had been just looking at. The 
difference of dress does certainly make a great 
difference in the appearance; the floating hair 
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of the children is very unlike the powdered edi
fices upon the heads of some of those ladies of 
other days : still, if you look well at them, you 
will trace the same features. There is the same 
clear transparent lofty forehead, the same full 
blue eye ·with its steady fearless gaze, and the 
same well-formed nose and mouth. 

There is one portrait in particular to which 
I must call your attention; for in the course of 
this story you will hear something of the person 
it represents. It is that of a lady dressed in 
black, whose appearance is very different from 
that of the other pictures round the hall; for 
whereas they are for the most part gorgeously 
apparelled, she is very simply attired, and her 
only head-dress is a black veil. Now, of all the 
portraits in the oak hall, this one most resembles 
in features the children on the terrace; so strong 
is the likeness that you \vould have thought she 
1w1st be their mother: but this is not the case, 
for the person painted in that picture lived 800 
years ago. Any one who looked at that face 
once would turn to look at it again, not only for 
its beauty, for the deep blue of its eyes, and 
the transparent ,yhiteness of its smooth, placid 
forehead, but from a sort of fascination in its 
expres ion, a sweetness in its smile, that rivets 
all ,vho see it. But till one knows something 
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about the lady, one cannot understand that pe
culiar mixture of gravity and sweetness in her 
countenance. As for the merry group whose 
features are so like hers, they are all so fond of 
this one picture, that they stand looking at it 
very often ; they do not know ,vho the person 
represented is, so they call her " the gentle 
lady ; " and they frequently amuse themselves 
,vith running to different parts of the hall, and 
watching her eyes still fixed upon them, and 
wonderiug how it is that, without moving, her 
eyes follow them, and hmv she can look at all of 
them at once. 

But it must not be forgotten that these 
pages are des6ned for the young-and youth 
prefers the living to the dead. It suffices, there
fore, to add, that " the gentle lady" and all the 
other portraits in the hall are the ancestors of 
those children-people who lived in that same 
house, and had the same name many hundred 
years ago. That name is Fitzrnaur; and the 
mn1ers of the house, park, and children, are the 
l\farquis and 1Iarchioness de Courcy. That fine 
handsome boy of about hvelYe years of age, with 
short light curls brushed off his forehead, who 
is mend1ng a fishing-rod ,vhile he listens to the 
others talking, is the eldest son; he is called 
Lord Fitzrnanr. He i a fine noble-looking 
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fellow, and seems very good-humoured and 
gentle. That pretty little girl sitting on the 
grass at her brother's feet is the Lady Jviary; 
she is so like him in face, that you must at 
once perceive their relationship. She is only 
ten years old; but she is so tall, and her step is 
so stately, that you would think her as old as 
her eldest brother. She is laughing heartily at 
the unskilfulness of Lord Edward, who, stand
ing just behind her, is twisting flowers into her 
long fair hair, which almost reaches the grass 
on which she sits. He is a year her junior, and 
a very madcap is he ; from the look of roguery 
in his full blue eye, you would judge him to be 
capable of any prank. Then a few yards be
yond, sits a little plump fat fellow, scarcely four 
years old, diligently building a house of bricks, 
which a still younger boy, who can scarcely tod
dle, as diligently kicks down, and then both 
shriek with laughter at the exploit. These two 
last mentioned are called "\Valter and James, 
and any one may perceive that they are univer
sal pets. They are as handsome as the r<jst, and 
just like them. 

These are the children that form so pretty a 
group upon the terrace ; but no, they have not 
all been described. There is one yet that has 
not been mentioned. \Vho is that little girl 
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dressed so simply, yet very neatly, sitting by 
Lady Mary? She cannot be one of the same 
family, she is so totally different in every re
spect. She is a graceful fragile-looking child, 
altogether of a smaller make than her young 
companions. You might perhaps pass her by 
in a crowd without noticing her; but if once 
you had observed her countenance, you never 
could forget it. At first you would not be 
struck with any remarkable beauty in her face, 
particularly after you had been gazing on the 
regular, well-formed features of Mary and her 
brothers; but when you had spoken to her once 
or twice, although she has less symmetry of fea
ture, you would be constrained to think her the 
loveliest of the group. She has the most melt
ing dark hazel eyes, which seem to contain a 
depth of feeling unusual at her age ; a rich glow 
through a clear brown skin, shaded by chestnut 
curls clustering round her head, gives her rather 
a foreign look. She is something like one of 
those pretty faces of Spanish peasants, which 
that master-painter of Spain makes almost to 
speak to you from the canvass. The other chil
dren call her Alice ; from something they have 
just said, I gather that she is of the san,e age as 
the Lady J\1ary ; but, as I stated, she is consi
derably smaller, and whereas the former moves 

I 
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like a descendant of the Fitzmaurs, Alice skips 
along like a little fairy. 

" I have something to tell you all," said 
Fitzmaur, with a very bright smile, placing him
self so as to have a full view of the effect of his 
words. "Yes, I have something to tell you all; 
t,vo pieces of good news." 

" Oh, then, pray tell us," answered Ed,vard; 
" do not keep us guessing so long as you gene
rally do." 

" I think you ought to give one or tvvo 
guesses," said Fitzmaur. 

" Oh, no," replied Edward; "there is no
thing puts me into such a fidget as guessing; I 
am always so dreadfully impatient to know the 
end of every thing." 

" ,v ell, then," said the goodnatured brother, 
"I must tell you at once, though it is very good 
fun to see your puzzled faces. vV ell, the first 
good news is, that uncle John is coming here 
the day after to-morrow." 

" Uncle John!" cried l\Iary, "I thought he 
,vas at Paris." 

" Yes; but he has returned home sooner 
than he intended; and now he is coming to stay 
with us till we go back to London." 

"Hurrah!" exclaimed Edward; "hurrah for 
uncle John! "\Vhat gallops we shall have over the 
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park; there is no one for a ride like uncle John. 
I hope he will bring his beautiful chestnut. Do 
you know, Alice, when last he was here, I used 
to feed that chestnut every day, and at last it 
knew me so well that it pricked up its ears at 
the sound of my voice, and would come when I 
called it." 

"Indeed," said Alice; "how very pleasant! 
I hope it will not forget you." 

"1Vhat beautiful presents uncle John \vill 
bring us from Paris!" said 1Iary; " he always 
brings us presents; but this time they will be 
splendid." 

" Oh, I do not care for the presents half so 
much as for seeing him," said Lord Fitzmaur. 
"But now do you not all wish to know the other 
good news ?" 

"That is to say," said Alice, archly, "are 
you not longing to tell it?" 

"Oh, you sly thing!" said Fitzmaur, laugh
ing; "to look so meek and quiet, and then to 
make such saucy speeches. I have a great mind 
to punish you by keeping you in suspense. But 
as I am sure curiosity would prevent your sleep
ing, I will tell you. You know my birthday 
·will be very soon, and papa and mamma have 
promised that we shall have a regular fete. In 
the evening, after a good holyday, we are to 

t' 



THE BIRTHDAY. 9 

have a dance on the grass, if it is :fine, if not, in 

the saloon; all the tenants and farmers about 

are to dance, and the servants too ; and then 

we are to have all sorts of games. Will it not 

be delightful?" 
There could not be two opinions on this 

poiut among the happy party. 
"And now," said Edward, "it is my turn to 

give you good news; though, perhaps, part of 

it only properly concerns Fitzmaur and me." 

" Out with it, then!" was the rejoinder. 

" In the :first place, mamma had a letter this 

morning from Mr. Aylmer; and he says that he 

is pronounced to be much better, and on the 

road to a perfect recovery." 
" Oh, that is good news!" cried the whole 

party at once, " surely that concerns us all; we 

are all glad to hear of poor Mr. Aylmer's re

covery." 
"Yes; but now comes the little bit for Fitz

maur and me," continued Edward, with a wag

gish look from the corner of his eye, - "he is 

so much better that he requires to be better 

still; and it is pronounced advisable for him not 

to recommence his delightful task of teaching 

our young ideas, &c., just yet; so he is to go 

to Hastings for another month, and our young 

ideas may enjoy another holyday." 
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"It is too bad of you," said ~Iary, laughing, 
" not to wish to see J\Ir. Aylmer again; I am 
sure he is very kincl to you." 

" Of course, I like him with all my heart," 
replied her brother; "but I defy any one to 
be so tenderly attached to a tutor as not to like 
a holyday better. So pray do not make a Yir
tuous face, J\Iary ; you know you would not 
object to l\.Iiss Dalton's receiving a pleasant in
vitation from some dear friend." 

"Oh no " said ]\Iarv · "I acknowledo·e I like 
' J ' 0 a holyday too; but then I am not so fond of 

l\Iiss Dalton as you are of J\Ir. Aylmer." 
" Come, Alice, I hope you agree in our taste 

for holydays," said Fitzmaur. 
" I think it is quite fair," Alice answered, 

" that you should be glad of one, since you hear 
at the same time that ::.\'Ir. Aylmer is better. 
As for me, I think I learn more of actual lessons 
on my holydays than on other days." 

" How can that be?" inquired her com
pamons. 

" I think it a happy day and a holyday, if 
my father is at home and at leisure; but then 
he naturally takes that opportunity of giYing 
me more to do." 

" Yes; you are ahYays better than we arc," 
said 1\Iary. "I heard papa say that my brothers 

'o 
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were sad idle fellows, and that it would not do 

to have many such yacations." 
" After all, we have not had more," replied 

Fitzmaur, " than ,ve shall have twice a year 

when we go to Eton, which will be in two 

years." 
" Yes," returned Edward, "and as 1\Ir. Ayl

mer came to prepare us for Eton, he is now 

,·ery properly preparing us for Eton holydays. 

At all events, it is capital that it should hap
pen just ,vhen uncle John is coming,-we shall 

have nothing to do but to ride all day." 
In the course of half an hour, while our little 

friends, with arms entwined, ,vere still pacing 

up and clown, discussing this and other knotty 

points, the party from the dining-room joined 

them on the terrace. There were several ladies 

and gentlemen present, besides Lord and Lady 

De Courcy, and they all took great notice of the 

children; but none more than Lord De Courcy 

himself, ,Yho chased them round the terrace, 

tossed the boys into the air, and shook hands 

very courteously and ,varmly with little Alice. 
Amongst the party ,vas one gentleman ,vhom 

at first the children did not see, for he ,vas stand

ing talking, "·i th his back turned tmvards them. 
He ,ms tall and dark, dres:::ecl in complete black, 

and looked very graYe. "\Yhen he turned round, 
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the little ones, with one accord, ran up to him, 
and seemed more delighted to see him than all 
the rest of the party: and yet, at first, one ,vould 
not have supposed him suited to children, he 
looked so very grave. Indeed, fond as they 
seemed of him, they did not treat him as they 
did their other guests-they did not romp with 
him, or pull him by the coat; but they stood 
round him, each eager for notice, and their 
cheeks glowed with pleasure when he caressed 
them. Grave as he was, he seemed to under- , 
stand their little ways, -he had a smile and a 
kind word for each; but if his eye rested for a 
minute longer on one than the rest, it was on 
the little dark-headed stranger. He did not 
stay among them many minutes, but pleaded 
press of business as obliging him to return 
home at an early hour. The marquess very 
reluctantly admitted the plea, and wished him 
good night. Certainly the grave gentleman 
looked often and earnestly at Alice; whether 
because he thought those bright hazel eyes of 
hers' lovelier than the rich blue of her com
panions', it is impossible to say; but as he was 
going, his eye still lingered upon Alice - and 
then he left them all. 

The conversation soon turned on the plea
sures of the birthday; and one of the ladies sug-

Ir 



THE BIRTHDAY. 13 

gestecl that there ought to be a throne erected 
at one end, and that Fitzmaur should be king of 
the day. This proposal was snapped at; nothing 
else was talked of but the young king; and all 
the schemes he made for his short-lived reign, 
and all the discussions respecting his throne, 
would occupy more space and time than I have 
to bestow. As they returned, the same lady 
said apart to another, but in a very audible 
voice, ""'\.Vhat a good queen Lady Mary would 
make! - she moves like one, every gesture is 
princely; I never saw such an aristocratic car-

. " nage. 
It is to be hoped the lady did not mean 

l\'Iary to hear those ,-rords, or she ·would have 
been almost breaking the sixth commandment; 
for surely to kill one virtue in a young mind is 
nearly equal to killing or injuring the body, par
ticularly that first of all virtues, humility. But 
:l\Iary did hear the speech, and she remembered 
it, and thought a good deal about it. Poor 
l\Iary ! she ,Yas thinking of what she had heard, 
and instead of jumping and playing about, she 
held her head higher than usual, moved with a 
measured step ; and the thought rose perpetually 
to her mind, " I wonder if I am looking like a 
queen." 

It is but justice, however, to Mary to state, 
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that when in a short time a servant came to an
nounce that "Xurse Roberts had come to take 
l\!Iiss Alice home," she forgot herself and her 
queen-like appearance, and only thought of her 
little friend. 

The reacler ·will long ago have discovered that 
l\1ary and Alice ,vere not sisters; but they loved 
each other as if they were; they "·ere of just the 
same age; and :i\Iary really seemed to think that 
there "·as no pleasure in any amusement if not 
shared by Alice. In fact, the little dark-eyed 
girl seemed to be a general favourite "·ith her 
playfellows, particularly with )Iary and Fitz
ma11T; and yet if these were to have been asked 
why this was, probably they ,vould not at first 
have assigned any precise reason: they would 
have said that there ,vas something about her 
no one could help loving, that she was always 
ready if "·anted, and yet never in any one's 
way. 

"I am sorry you are going so early," said 
11ary, as she ,rntched Nurse Roberts tying on 
Alice's bonnet; '' it is only eight o'clock; could 
you not stay a little longer?" 

Alice. " :N" o, dear )Iary, not to-night; my 
father told me not to stay after nurse hacl called 
for me." 

Fitzmaur. " "'\Yell, then, you " ·ill come to-
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morrow very early, I hope quite early; for you 
know we can do nothing without you." 

Alice [laughing]. "Oh, I hope you are not 
quite so badly off, for perhaps I may not be able 
to come to-morrow. I think my father said he 
had something for me to do; but you may be 
sure I shall come if I can." 

J.l[ary. " We will not hear of any excuse; 
you must come, for it is a holyday. It will be 
too bad if your father forbids you." 

Alice put her little hand up playfully to 
Mary's mouth, and said, "You must not dare 
to call what my father does too bad." 

Edward. "Well, I will tell you what, Alice, 
if you are not here by ten o'clock, you may 
expect to see us all at your hall-door, all ready 
marshalled for an assault. And then see if we 
do not carry you off." 

Alice. "I suspect, if my father peeped out 
from his study-window, it would be more of a 
race than a battle, to see which would scamper 
away fastest." 

At this moment, the lady who had said 
that 1\1ary was like a queen, and whose name 
was Mrs. Dawson, turned to a friend and re
marked, "What a pity it is that Alice's father 
rules her with so much severity! I believe she 
does not express a wish contrary to his. It is a 
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bad plan; it crushes children's spirits, and makes 
them deceitful. The marchioness's system of 
education is so very superior." 

The reader shall judge for himself of the 
severity ,vith which Alice was ruled at home. 
vVhether this lady's remark vrns intended solely 
for the ears of the friend to whom she addressed 
it, or of the marchioness ,vho was standing close 
by, it \Vould be difficult to say, for she got no 
ans,ver from either; and she looked very much 
as people do ,vho put themselYes out of their 
way to pay an unnecessary compliment, ,vhich, 
after all, is not taken. As for Alice herself, she 
was too busy saying good night to every one to 
hear what ,vas said; and it ,vas the last thing 
that ever occurred to her to suppose that others 
were talking of her. 

" Pray come to-morrow," vrnre l\'.Iary's last 
words to her ; " for, besides other reasons, our 
cousin Augusta is coming to-morrow; you know 
how much w·e dislike playing ,vith her,-it will 
be t"·ice as bad without you to help us." 

Alice must have been sorry to leaYe such a 
pleasant party, where she was such a favourite; 
one would, therefore, have supposed that she 
would have gone reluctantly, or lingered, or 
looked back upon them as she moved slmvly 
away. But, on the contrary, her step grev,· 
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brisker and more bounding as she advanced ; so 
that Nurse Roberts once or twice called out, 
" Bless your young heart ! you do not expect 
my old limbs to keep pace with yours, do you?" 
Now they have reached a small white house, 
the only ornament of which is the luxuriance of 
its creepers: how much smaller it is than the 
splendid mansion Alice has just quitted! and 
how little is the garden, enclosed by a wicket
gate, to be compared in magnificence with the 
terraces on ,vhich Alice had so lately been play
ing! And yet how eagerly her little hands 
unclose the gate, and how merrily she runs up 
to the door ! A solitary lamp shines through 
one of the lower windows : straight to this room 
Alice turns. And, young reader, if you will 
follow her thither, you will be ushered into an 
old-fMhioned room, with oak wainscoting and a 
curiously carved oak chimney-piece; the cover
ings of the chairs are tapestry, some of an ancient 
date ; two sides of the room are lined with books 
of various ages and sizes ; and a bureau, filled 
with papers, stands open at the furthest end ; 
over the chimney-piece hangs a painting of the 
Holy Family, by Rubens. At a writing-table 
sits, seemingly deep in thought, the grave dark 
gentleman whom last we saw at Fitzmaur Castle: 
he is writin()' · but an old folio volume is open o, 

C 
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by his side, probably for reference; several other 
books lie scattered round him; and an open box 
of "letters unanswered," which seems to be 
tolerably well filled, bespeaks a night's work. 
This is the Rev. vVilliam Russell, rector of 
the parish, and Alice is the rector's daughter. 
Deeply engaged though he was, the rector looks 
up as Alice gently advances, though he had not 
heard the door open (for her little fairy step 
had always the power of rousing him from the 
deepest reverie): " Good child, you are very 
punctual," he says, glancing first at the clock 
on the chimney-piece, and then opening his arms 
to receive her. How Alice has bounded into 
her father's arms, and how her soft melting eyes 
are drinking in the smile of approbation which 
accompanied his words ! He gives her one long 
kiss upon her forehead, and then putting her 
down upon the ground, seems again absorbed 
in his former occupation. 

Notwithstanding the fond caress she had just 
received, Alice did not take that opportunity 
(which some would have thought a very good 
one) for asking leave to go to play with her 
young friends the next clay. She saw her fa
ther was busy, so she took care not to disturb 
him, but stood quietly by his side till he should 
speak to her again; and when at last he turned 

H 
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round to wish her good night, she merely knelt 
down before him to receive his accustomed bless
ing, \vithout which she would not have considered 
her day well ended. Then, when he had laid 
his hand upon her head and blessed her, she re
tired to her own little room within his. This 
room was Alice's favourite retreat; her father 
had made it as comfortable as any little girl 
could vi·ish; it had a casement-window, look
ing like a bower from the number of roses and 
honeysuckles which peeped in. There in one 
corner stood her table, on ,vhich lay her Prayer
book; and at this table, night and morning, the 
innocent child knelt down to pray for blessings 
on herself and her beloYed father. Near it and 
over it were hung a few prints of Scripture sub
jects, of which her fayourite was that of Christ 
blessing the little children: she often said, that 
to look at that picture made her feel good ; and 
when, as we haYe described, she received her 
father's blessing, she would think of that little 
group of children kneeling at our Saviour's feet, 
and realise His blessings bestmved by her fa
ther's hands. But the pleasant circumstance re
specting this little room, in Alice's opinion, was 
its position ,vithin her father's; for she knew 
that he never retired to rest ,vithout first look
ing at her, and imprinting a kiss upon her cheek. 
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And though she was generally asleep, and there
fore unconscious of it at the time, still she likecl 
to lay her head upon her pillow, feeling certain 
of having his kiss. 

Alice ,vas l\Ir. Russell's only child; her mo
ther had died when she was born, and conse
quently she had been trained and brought up 
under her father's sole superintendence. As 
much time as he could spare from his pro fes
sional duties, he gave to instructing her; but as 
necessarily these hours could not be long, and 
were liable to constant interruption, he had 
trained her to employ herself independently, 
and to seek and derive improvement from every 
thing around her. For a considerable portion of 
the year, Alice had no companions of her own 
age ; for Lord de Courcy and his family stayed 
but a short time at Fitzmaur Castle, spending 
the rest of the year at their other country resi
dences, or in London. There were no other 
children in the neighbourhood residing suffici
ently near to be her playfellmrn; so that the lit
tle girl was thrmvn very much upon her5elf for 
amusement. Iler companions ,-rere, her father, 
whom she loved devotedly, and her good nurse 
Roberts, ,vhom she thought the kindest old wo
man in the world, and ,vho, in her turn, cleliber
ately asserted, that no place, not even Fitzmaur 
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Castle, contained a child to be compared with 
1\1.iss Alice. The consequence of living so much 
with older persons was, that Alice was perhaps 
a little more thoughtful than children usually 
are at her age; she had acquired a habit (pro
bably from so often having no one to speak to) 
of observing all that passed silently, and then 
thinking over it; and sometimes during an even
ing's chat with her father, when he was suffici
ently disengaged, she would give him the result 
of her little reflections. It would often happen, 
however, that Mr. Russell was so completely 
engrossed by his parish duties, that he had not 
half an hour to spare for Alice; he would some
times return in the evening, looking wearied 
and oppressed with care, ,vith numerous letters 
to write. Young readers, you probably know 
little about the anxieties and griefs to which 
a faithful pastor is subject. If he realises the 
holiness of his office, and loves and watches over 
his flock like a father over his family, then, of 
course, if any of that :flock are hardened, or if 
some, of whom he had hoped good things, fall 
a,vay, he feels bitter grief as that of a parent 
over an undutiful child. In a large parish, where 
one individual has the care of many souls, how 
numerous must be the trials of this nature! 
"\Ynenever, therefore, Alice saw her father re-
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turn home looking sad or very busy, she used 
to take care not to disturb him. She fetched 
his chair, and placed it at his writing-table 
without speaking. When nurse Roberts had 
made the tea at the other end of the room, she 
quietly brought him his cup, which he some
times seemed to drink without knowing ,vhat 
he was about: then if he was writing a letter, 
she watched for the moment when he folded it 
up, and lighted a candle for him. These and 
a thousand other little affectionate offices, Alice 
performed for her father so silently, and moving 
about the room so very quietly, that he gave 
her the name of his little fairy; because when 
he looked up from his book, or from a brown 
study, he used to find every thing done for him, 
as if by the wand of a fairy. Very much plea
santer, however, to Alice, were the evenings on 
which her father returned a little less busy, with 
time to spare for his child. She enjoyed more 
than any thing in the ,vorlcl one of those plea
sant evening chats at the tea-table, when she 
would relate to her father all she had clone dur
ing the day, and he, in his turn, would tell her 
some little adventure he might have met with 
during his rambles through his parish. 

But I dare say my young readers are curious 
to know whether Alice had not to learn lessons 

0 
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like all her cotemporaries; for I have generally 
observed, that when children are brought to
gether, almost the first question they ask each 
other is, " Do you do many lessons ?" Well, 
then, Alice had lessons to learn; and there was 
nothing she was more afraid of than of neglect
ing any thing her father had ordered her to do. 
Divine service was always performed at the pa
rish church at half-past seven in the morning, 
at which Mr. Russell and his curate regularly 
officiated, and Alice always attended it. After 
this, she and her father breakfasted together ; 
and during breakfast, and for an hour after it, 
]\!Ir. Russell, unless unavoidably called away, 
instructed his little girl, heard her the tasks she 
had prepared for him the preceding day, and 
gave her directions for the employment of that 
just begun. He had besides often messages to 
send to neighbouring cottages, or to the village
school, and then Alice was his messenger. She 
was also very fond of :flowers, and used to con
si<ler the garden her own ; as much time as she 
could command she spent in weecling, and raking, 
and arranging her :flower-beds. 

Such was the quiet unvaried tenor of Alice's 
life during the greater part of the year. While 
Lord de Courcy's family, however, were at the 
castle, it was a sort of holyday time to her, for 
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her father, thinking it good for her to play with 
other children of her o-wn age when there ,vas 
an opportunity, used to let her off many of her 
lessons, and a1low her to spend a good deal of 
time at the castle. 



CHAPTER II. 

SELF-DENIAL. 

ALICE could not help hoping the next morning 
that she should be able to spend the day at the 
castle; for the sun was shining so brightly, and 
every thing looked so lively, that she felt lively 
too, and in the humour for a good game of 
play. When, therefore, her father had :finished 
his scarcely tasted breakfast, and had drawn 
back his chair ready to give her her accustomed 
place on his knee, Alice nestled her little face 
up to his, and said, "I should like very much 
to go to the castle again to-day; Fitzmaur and 
1\'Iary begged me very hard to go." 

J.llr. Russell. "I think, my child, you have 
had a great deal of play this week; would it not 
be better to spend one day usefully now ? I had 
thought of giving you something to do for me." 

Alice. " Oh, very well; 1 should like to do 
something for you. "\Vhat shall it be ?" 

J.llr. Russell. "And then you must do some
thing for yourself ; you must learn those lessons 
which have been so long put off. And have 
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you finished that frock which you promised to 
widow Benson's child a fortnight ago?" 

Alice. " No, indeed; I am sorry to say I 
have not. I will finish it to-day. But what 
shall I do for you ?" 

JJ,Ir. Russell. "I wish you to tell the gardener 
to gather some of the ripest fruit, and also some 
asparagus ; and then I wish you to take them 
carefully in your basket to poor Mary Cullen, at 
the other end of the village ; she has been very 
ill, and requires some little delicacies. Then, 
as you go to her, you will have to pass John 
Trench's house, so you may as well take him 
this book, which I promised to give him; but 
do not look into it yourself." 

Alice. "Very well, father ; I will do all you 
wish. I believe nurse has been preparing some 
medicines for Mary Cullen; I may as ·well take 
them at the same time." 

At a very little past ten o'clock, ·when Alice 
had finished reading to her father, she ,, as equip
ped with her basket on her arm, ready for her 
walk into the village; when just as she " ·as going 
down the steps from the house into the garden, 
she saw her three friends, Fitzmaur, l\Iary, and 
Ed\vard, corning up to the wicket-gate. She had 
not believed that they really meant in earnest to 
come for her, and the sight of them amused her 
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so much, that she sat down on the lowest step, 
and burst into a long and merry laugh. 

"It is easy to laugh," cried Edward, clear
ing the gate at a bound; "but now, Madam 
Alice, you are coming with us. Why, you look 
like a good little maiden going to market," con
tinued he, uncovering her basket, and rather 
unceremoniously pulling about the contents. 
"Let us see, what have we here? Mary Cullen? 
Ah, poor l\1ary Cullen, here's fruit to make her 
sick, and physic to make her well again." 

" Pray take care," said Alice; "you see I 
cannot come to-day ; my father has sent me to 
do these commissions." 

" vVhat commissions ?" said Edward; " to 
quack poor Mary Cullen? I do not know who 
she may be; but I know, if I were in her place, 
which side of the basket I should make most 
free with.'' 

The two other children coming up at this 
minute, all three began an eager argument with 
Alice, to induce her to come with them to the 
castle. They prayed, they teazed, they coaxed, 
but all to no purpose; her answer to each and 
all ,vas, " l\Iy father has desired me not to go 
to-day." 

Edward was beginning to be almost angry; 
but l\lary, after trying in vain to allure her 
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little friend, exclaimed: ""\Vell, I must admit 
you are the best of us all; what naughty chil
dren we are to try to make you disobey!" 

Just as they were all most eagerly discussing 
the point, l\Ir. Russell, ·who had heard the sound 
of merry Yoices, came out into the garden. 

Blushing, half with shame and half ·with 
pleasure, the little intruders came up to the 
kind pastor, and thrusting their hands into his, 
begged of him to allow them to have Alice. 

" I guessed as much," said Mr. Russell, 
laughing ; " here you all are trying to decoy 
my daughter. Well, I have no Yery great ob
jection; if Alice herself particularly \\ri.shes it, 
she shall go." 

Alice knew from the tone of her father's 
voice, that he said this ,vith a silent hope that 
her wishes ,vould turn in the opposite direction, 
and therefore answered, " I had rather go to
morrow instead." 

Edward. " Now that is not fair; l\Ir. Russell 
kne,v that Alice would say that she <lid not care 
much about it; therefore he should haYe given 
us our choice." 

J.1fary. "I have a particular reason for "·ish
ing for her just to-day, more than any other 
day." 

J.v.lr. Russell. "Come, now,-pray let me 
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know the reason. Perhaps it is such a good 
one that I shall relent." 

1\Iary coloured, and looked not quite deter
mined what to say. At length, drawing close 
to him, and looking up with a pleading smile, 
as if to disarm him, she whispered, " Because 
Augusta is coming to-day ; and we cannot bear 
her; we dislike her so much." 

Jlir. Russell. "But what good will Alice do? 
will she make you like her better ? If so, she 
shall go by all means; for it is very naughty to 
dislike any one." 

1lfary. " No; not exactly that; but-" 
Jllr, Russell. " But she will be a resource 

when you ,vant to shirk playing with Augusta. 
Is not that it ?" 

Jllary. "Yes; I believe that is the secret 
reason." 

1lfr. Russell. " So I supposed ; and that is 
one of my reasons for keeping Alice at home. 
I knew Augusta was coming, and I also knew 
that she is no favourite with her cousins; I 
therefore thought you would all get on with 
her better, if, for the first day, you were alone 
with her. You see, my children, it is not as if 
you had the power of choosing whether you will 
play with her or not; you must amuse her, be
cause she is your guest ; and therefore you are 
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obliged to be ci-ril to her. vVill it not, then, 
be better to make up your minds to face the 
difficulty, instead of trying to shirk it, and to 
lessen the disagreeableness by being very good
humoured and yielding yourselves ?" 

Fitzmaur. " I daresay you think us very 
wrong not to like Augusta; but you would 
not, if you knew the reason. She is so tire
some and teazing. I do not mean that she 
intends to teaze, - I daresay she does not,
but she always thinks so much of herself; she 
will have her own way, and makes such a fuss 
about every thing. One day, ·when she was stay
ing "\-Yith us at Oak Park, ,ve had all set out to 
take a nice scrambling walk; and ,ve were all 
obliged to turn back again, because the path 
through the ,vood was rather dirty, and '::\liss 
Augusta' had her best silk frock on, and ,vas 
afraid of spoiling it. She thinks so much 
about her smart dresses, much more than rdary 
does." 

Edward. "Then, again, she is such a co,v
ard; and of all faults in the world I hate cow
ardice most; I do like people to hold their heads 
up and face a little danger for the fun of it. 
Another of our ·walks was quite destroyed be
cause Augusta could not pass a cmv. The cow 
,vas as quiet as a lamb, and had too much sense 
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to think about such a simpleton as Augusta ; 
but, h°'vever, pass it she would not. How I 
quizzed her ! I kept on frightening her by as
suring her the cow was at her heels. How she 
did run! It makes me laugh to think of it." 

.J.1Iary, "Yes, Ed-ward; but it was too bad 
of you; I begged of you not to go on so,-it 
only made her worse." 

Edward. " But she was such a goose, she 
ran so hard that she did not see where she 
was going, and turning sharp round a corner, 
she came nearly between the horns of a bull 
standing there! She scampered back, and found 
there \Vas no co\v following her after all. Then 
she \Vent blubbering to her mamma, who, in
stead of scolding her for spoiling our walk, 
kissed her and consoled her; and said, her 'dear 
Augusta ·was so timid, so nervous, that she in
herited all her own sensitiveness of clzaracter ;' 
and a great many other fine words she used. 
Then she gaye her pretty clear a box of sugar
plums, and me a box on the ear." 

.1llr. Russell. " I must say there was more 
judgment in the second gift than in the first." 

Ecllrnrd. "I thought you would say so. But 
do you think it was right of Augusta to be such 
a simpleton, and spoil our \Valk ?" 

1llr. Russell. " N" o, indeed ; I think cow-
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ardice very wrong; she was a naughty girl; and 

as you both committed the same fault, I should 

have given you the same punishment." 
Edward. "The same fault! Do you mean 

that I ,vas a coward?" 
J.lir. Russell. " Indeed I do ; I am not sm·e 

whether you ,vere not the greater cmYard of the 

two; for it is natural to a girl to be timid, and 

only blameable when it is not controlled. But 

there is nothing so cmvardly and unmanly as 

for a boy, instead of using his superior strength 

and courage to protect and help those ,vho are 

weaker · than himself, to laugh at and frighten 

them. It is very bad indeed. How much more 

noble it ·would have been to have shc,Yn her 

there was no danger, by going between her 

and the cow, and speaking at least com·teously 

to her!" 
Edward [loo/ring very mucli ashamed]. "It 

,vas ·wrong of me certainly, -I ,vill ncYer do it 

again. You have just mentioned what Fitzmaur 

did when she came running back, and had to 

pa s the cow after all ; he took her hand and 

led her past it so politely! I suppose he ,vas 

right, but I laughed at him for it. The fact is, 

I hate politeness." 
.illr. Russell. " "\Vl.1y do you hate polite-

ness?" 
..... 
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Edward. "Because it means nothing; it is 
all outside. vVhen people say polite things to 
each other, they never think them. I have seen 
ladies and gentlemen bowing and scraping to 
each other by the hour; and directly they are 
out of each other's hearing, they begin to quiz 
and call each other bores. And very often peo
ple say, 'How glad I am to see you!' to a per
son whom they wish at Jericho all the time." 

JJir. Russell. "I agree with you in disliking 
such politeness as that; and if your only ideas 
of politeness are associated with such hypocrisy, 
you had better discard the word, and cultivate 
courtesy." 

Edward. " What is the difference between 
courtesy and politeness?" 

JJir. Russell. " You shall find out for your
self, by looking into this little volume of John
son's Dictionary." 

Edward took the book, and read, "polite
elegant of manners, glossy;" and " courteous -
elegant of manners, kind." 

JJir. Russell. " I grant you, the politeness 
you have described is like a glossy surface, a 
piece of polished marble, which remains cold 
and harcl. But true Christian courtesy is 'kind,' 
-it comes from the heart. It cannot speak ill 
of the person it has greeted, because it 'think-

D 
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eth no evil;' or wish far away the person it pre
tends to like, because it is 'without dissimula
tion.' It tenders kind offices, because it 'does 
to all men whatsoever it would that men should 
do to it.' This is true courtesy; and if it ,vere 
more cultivated both by rich and poor, it ,vould 
be well,-for though an external polish may em
bellish it, a rough exterior cannot conceal it." 

Jliary. " But what I thought much ,vorse 
than running away from the cow ,vas, her tak
ing my doll to play with, letting it fall, and 
so spoiling its face; and then hearing mamma 
scold me for carelessness, and not confessing 
that she had done it." 

Fitzmaur. " I hope, sir, you do not think 
we are telling you all this in order to be unkind 
to Augusta; I assure you, it is only that you 
may see why we do not like her for a companion, 
--because I feared, from your manner, that you 
thought it wrong of us. But she is really so very 
selfish. You know, perhaps, that ::.\iary and she 
are always desired of an evening to play omething 
on the piano-forte, that their mammas may judge 
what progress they have made. Augusta likes 
this,-she is accustomed to show-off; but poor 
iiary is so frightened that she quite trembles. 
She plays in general fully as ,vell as our cousin; 
I think, better; but on these occasions sl1e is so 
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nervous, that she makes all manner of mistakes. 
However, at one time she had resolved to please 
mamma, and so she had studied an air of Mozart's 
for a whole fortnight before the time : she had 
practised so successfully and perseveringly, that 
she had it off by heart quite perfectly,-you 
cannot think how well she played it-" 

Edward. " I am witness to the fact of the 
practising; for I remember I got so sick of the 
air, that I wished 1\Iozart had been hanged be
fore he composed it." 

Fitzmaur. " Well, but let me go on with 
my story. vVhen the evening came, Augusta 
was of couTSe asked to play first, being the 
visitor; and, to our consternation, she produced 
the very piece \vhich 1\Iary had been taking so 
much pains to prepare. It would not do for 
both to play the same ; so we all explained the 
case to Augusta, and implored her to play some
thing else, which she could easily have done, as 
she knew a great many. But she positively re
fused, declaring that she had a right to p1ay any 
thing she liked. And when mamma called out 
from the other side of the room, to know \vhat 
all our whispering vrns about, she said aloud, 
that :Mary \Yished to play 1Iozart's air instead 
of her. Of course, 1Iary was rebuked for self
ishness. Augusta then played the piece beau-



36 SELF-DENIAL, 

tifully, and with great applause. Poor 1Iary 
had to play oue she did not know well ; and 
being, besides, more frightened than usual, she 
made a complete failure of it. So Augusta 
had all the praise, and l\!Iary was blamed for 
inattention and selfishness. Was not that too 
bad? I explained it to papa and mamma after
wards; and they were very sorry, and angry 
with Augusta." 

Edward. " I never was so indignant, - it 
was such a shame! I was resolved to have my 
revenge : so the next evening I got a spider
( Augusta, amongst her other follies, is so afraid 
of a spider, that she always screams when she 
sees one) ; - ,vell, I got a spider and set it 
crawling about on the piano-forte (Augusta 
never dares scream at a spider when papa is 
in the room); so I saw her watching it in a 
great fright, thinking every minute it ·would 
crawl on her fingers. She was so occupied with 
the spider, and so frightened, that she played an 
immense number of wrong notes. Her mamma 
was much annoyed; she said her dear Augusta 
was so extremely musical, it was quite a plea
sure to hear her in geueral; but that night she 
seemed nervous. It was such fun! Augusta 
went off half crying with vexation." 

Jlir. Russell. "Really, Edv1·ard, I am almost 
or 
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angry with you, for boasting of your naughty 
tricks as if they were fine exploits. Do you not 
know that it is very wicked to take revenge? 
If you do such a thing again, I shall be very 
angry indeed." 

J.llary. " But do you not think there is some 
excuse for our not liking to have Augusta to 
play with us?" 

.J.lfr. Russell. "Yes ; I should think she must 
be a very disagreeable playfellow; but that does 
not alter my first opinion, that it is better you 
should entertain her for the first day without 
Alice. You will have to put up with a great 
many little annoyances, I do not doubt; but 
you must look upon that as one of your 
very few trials. You must resolve to be good
natured, to try to set her a good example in 
every thing, and then bear with her humours. 
She is probably a little spoiled, from being an 
only child." 

Edward. " Alice is an only child ; so that 
won't do for an excuse." 

J.Ir. Russell. " vVell, but whatever may be 
the cause, it is evident that she has not learned 
her duty so carefully as you have; and it is 
more charitable to suppose that it may not be 
all her fault. However, it is of no use for you 
or me to try to find out whose fault it is; the 
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question for you to ask yourselves is, whether 
it is likely that you can correct her?" 

All the Children. " No, certainly not." 
11Ir. Russell. " And yet you are obliged to 

play with her; are you not?" 
11Iary. " Yes; I am sure papa would be 

angry if we did not." 
1lir. Russell. "vV ell, then, what remains for 

you to do?" 
Fitzmaur. " I suppose, to make the best of 

it." 
JJir. Russell. "Exactly so; to make the best 

of it. But remember, the way to make the best 
of it is, to turn the annoyance to the best ac
count. Now the way to do this is, to behave so 
as to benefit yourselves, if you cannot benefit 
her; and the probability is, that in so doing, 
you will in some measure benefit her also." 

Fitzmaur. " How are we to do this ? vVhat 
benefit can it be to us to be worried?" 

J.1Ir. Russell. " Surely it will give you a 
good opportunity of exercising the virtue of 
self-denial, a virtue so necessary to be a Chris
tian, and yet so often forgotten." 

J.liary. " Self-denial means giving up, of 
one's o,vn accord, something that one likes very 
much. Is it not so?" 

J.lir. Russell. " Yes, that is self-denial; and 
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it is absolutely necessary for a Christian cha

racter." 
Edward. " Why is it so necessary ?" 
.Lllr. Russell. " Because we cannot go to 

heaven, unless we have denied ourselves on 

earth." 
Fitzmaur. " Oh, how very dreadful! Are 

you quite sure that no one can go to heaven 

,vithout self-denial?" 
JJir. Russell. " You are aware, surely, that 

no one can go to heaven without following 

Christ; and He said that if any one would come 

after Him, he must deny himself, take up his 

cross daily, and follow ]Iim ." 
Edward. "Daily! that means every day." 

JJir. Russell. " Yes, every day." 
Jllary. " What does taking up the cross 

mean?" 
.Ll[r. Russell. "It means doing rnmething 

painful or disagreeable for Christ's sake." 
Fitzrnaitr. " And we must do that every 

day?" 
Jllr. Russell. "We must deny ourselves every 

day." 
JJiary. " That is very sad, because so few 

people do it. '\Vill all the people in the world, 
who forget to deny themselves, be severely pu-

nished?" 
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..1.1Ir. Russell. " That is nothing to you or 
me ; let us only attend to ourselves. "\.Ve may 
be quite sure that we, knowing so well what is 
right, shall be punished if we fail in it." 

11Iary. "Have all the good people that have 
ever Ii ved in the ,vorld denied themselves ?" 

11Ir. Russell. " Yes; all good people deny 
themselves, in obedience to their Saviour's com
mandment, and to imitate Him. His whole life 
on earth was one continued self-denial; He never 
sought enjoyment; His was constant suffering. 
Just consider, He left His heavenly kingdom, 
His glorious dwelling, to wander about on earth, 
without a home, with no possessions. He might 
have chosen to be born a prince in a splendid 
palace ; but He ·was born in a stable, the Son of 
a poor ,voman. He was hungry, thirsty, ,veary. 
He endured taunts, revilings, buffetings. Lastly, 
He went through scourgings, and died an ago
nising death upon the cross. Do you not think 
that, after dwelling upon all these sufferings 
which the Son of God endured for us, if we love 
Him, ,ve shall feel an earnest wish to do His 
will ? And if His will requires us to make a 
sacrifice of some sinful pleasure, or even of 
some pleasure in itself innocent, shall we not 
make the sacrifice ?" 

Fitzmaur. " Oh yes, it seems quite easy 

0 
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when one thinks of it in that way; but when 
one comes to the point, it is very difficult to give 
up one's wishes. "\Vhat sort of self-denials have 
good people generally practised ?" 

.ilir. Russell. "God's Saints in all ages, know
ing that those who wish to enjoy Christ's glory 
must bear His cros3, have given up cheerfully 
·whatever opposed His will. Possessions, friends, 
family, and even life, have been relinquished by 
such, when they interfered with duty." 

Edward. "How do you mean that they gave 
up their lives?" 

.1lir. Russell. " By suffering martyrdom ra
ther than deny their faith. vVhen the Church 
of Christ ,vas first planted in heathen countries, 
wicked men opposed themselves and persecuted 
the senants of God. These, rather than re
nounce their Lord, endured the most dreadful 
tortures; nothing could daunt them, the will 
of their Saviour was their only will, and His 
strength ,vas their strength. All this you will 
read about " ·hen you read Church-history." 

.1llary. "But nobody is persecuted now for 
being a Christian, so one could not be self-de
nying in that way." 

.1.llr. Russell. " Not exactly in that way; 
but long after persecutions ceased, ,vhen the 
Christian Church ,,as firmly established and was 



42 SELF-DENIAL, 

at peace, still those who tried to serve God 
were self-denying. And so in all ages they have 
been, and so they must ever be ; for there is no 
true religion without self-denial. History tells 
us of kings who renounced their thrones, that 
they might serve God in retirement and po
verty ; rich people sold their possessions to re
lieve the poor, and performed the most menial 
offices, realising their Lord's assertion, that 'in
asmuch as they did it to one of the least of 
these, they did it unto Him."' 

JJfary. "What do you mean by realising a 
thing?" 

Mr. Russell. "Believing it so :firmly, and 
thinking about it so vividly, that it becomes 
to one's mind real and actual, instead of mere 
words." 

Fitzmaur. "You mean, that when doing any 
thing for the poor, one should feel as if one was 
rnally doing it for our Saviour?" 

J.Wr. Russell. "Just so. Do you not think 
that such a way of realising our Lord's words 
would give us much holier feelings towards the 
poor?" 

J.lfary. " Oh yes, indeed. I am afraid I 
have not very holy feelings towards them. I 
hope you will not be shocked, if I tell you that 
I have often wondered how Alice can go about 
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among the poor as she does. I do not think I 
should like it, even if I might do it. I always 
fancy their cottages must be dirty, and I do 
not like to go into them. Sometimes you send 
Alice to take them medicines when they are ill; 
and I always admire her for going, for I am sure 
it would make me sick." 

J.llr. Russell. "I must tell you that such feel
ings are very wrong. They proceed from two 
causes; the ,vant of a habit of self-denial, and 
the want of realising Scripture. You ought to 
be accustomed to do things that are rather dis
agreeable, not to mind looking at something not 
quite pleasant to the eyes, or touching some
thing that you had rather not touch. It is very 
bad indeed to be so self-indulgent, that you 
can hardly bear to endure for :five minutes the 
discomforts which your fellow-creatures endure 
all their lives. Are you not afraid of being like 
the rich man who went to hell, while the poor 
beggar went to heaven?" 

J.llary. "But I would not have refused to 
give Lazarus the crumbs he asked for." 

J.llr. Russell. "vVe are not told that the rich 
man refused. But supposing that he did, and 
that you in that one respect would have differed 
from him, do you think it vrnuld be sufficient 
charity to sit at a costly table and fare sumptu-
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ously every day, and then to feed Christ with 
the crumbs which fall from your table?" 

Mary. " To feed Christ! But it was Laza
rus, not ..... Oh, now I recollect what you 
mean; it ,vas Lazarus representing Christ. But 
it would be impossible to feel for a poor beggar 
as if it were really Christ." 

Mr. Russell. "vVhat should you do, suppos
ing it were really Christ who was lying at your 
gate like Lazarus, and desiring to be fed with 
the crumbs which foll from your table?" 

JJ;Iary. " I should be so astonished, I should 
hardly know what to do. I think I should be 
frightened." 

JJ;Ir. Russell. "But when you had got over 
your astonishment and fright, what would you 
do? You, Fitzmaur, tell me what you would do." 

Fitzmaur. "I think I should get something 
to bathe His sores. I should thank IIim for 
condescending to come to my house instead of 
going somewhere else. Then I should beg of 
Him to come in and take the best place at my 
table, and I should help Him to all there was 
best on it : and I should certainly not venture 
to sit down unless He told me ; I should stand 
behind Him and wait upon Him. This is what 
I fancy I should do ; but I think I also should 
feel very frightened." 
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Jlr. Russe17. ""\Vell, then, the difference be
tween you and the Saints of God in old time is, 
that they took Christ at His word, and believed 
and felt, that when they did a kind office to the 
poor, He looked upon it as done to Himself. 
And that, of course, necessarily made them feel 
it a great privilege to help the poor, a great ho
nour not to be thought lightly of. Then such 
feelings would giYe them a kind and even re
spectful manner towards the poor; not, indeed, 
so deferential as if it ,Yere literally to Christ they 
were ministering, but still a tender affectionate 
manner and tone in speaking, very unlike the 
tone ,rhich nmY-a-days people dare to use to
'"arcls them. Nor ,Yould they presume to feel 
di::.gnst, as if that which "·as good enough for 
their brethren, was not fit for them to touch." 

Jlfary. "But would it be possible to do the 
same things now that were done then ? I do 
not think mamma ,,·ould allow us to ,vait upon 
poor people and "·ash their sores." 

1llr. Russe17. "I am not saying that it would 
be possible to do the same things that were done 
by tho e holy Saint ; in some ca e it might 
not be achi able. In your ca e, for instance, it 
"·ould of course be Yery wrong to do any thing 
your parents di apprn,·ed of. But though it 
may not always be practicable to perform the 
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very same acts, it is possible for every one to 
cultivate the same spirit; and where that exists, 
acts of love are sure to follow, according to each 
man's capabilities. You should look forward to 
being able to do more for your suffering fellow
creatures at some future time than you are at 
present; and till then, you should at least think 
of them and speak to them with kindness. You 
should practise self-denial in your intercourse 
with them; check any feeling of disgust or aver
sion, that may arise, when you come into con
tact with a less degree of refinement than you 
are accustomed to; and when you relieve their 
wants, you should not only give what costs you 
nothing." 

Fitzmaur. " Do you mean that ,ve ought to 
give the poor what we want most ourselves?" 

JJir. Russell. "Yes; I mean that if you wish 
the gift to be acceptable in God·s sight, it must 
have exercised some little self-denial in bestO\v
ing it." 

Edward. " But it does not make a thing 
more useful to the poor, does it, that we should 
have wanted it ourselves?" 

JJir. Russell. "Certainly not; but, as I haye 
often told you, the poor are onl3 a channel, 
through which we offer to Goel of the good 
things He has given us. Almsgiving should be 

aJ 



SELF-DENIAL. 47 

a sort of act of worship ; and if we forget this, 
and give to the poor from other motives than 
love to God, our gifts lose almost all their va
lue." 

Jllary. " But surely sometimes an old dress, 
or a cheap one, would be much more useful to the 
poor than any thing very costly, would it not?" 

Jlir. Russell. "Yes. I do not mean that you 
ought to dress up the poor in silks or satins ; 
but I mean that you should deny yourself the 
pleasure of buying something you wish for, to 
spend the money on the poor." 

JJiary. " Well, I will try to remember all 
this, and be more self-denying and charitable. 
I might often lay by some of my pocket-money 
for the poor, and buy fewer doll's things. 

Jllr. Russell. " This conversation reminds 
me, that I intended to give you and Fitzmaur 
a scolding for a fault you committed a few days 
ago. Do you recollect-I think it was last Mon
day-that a poor man came up to you with a 
piece of paper, \vhich he begged of you to take 
to your mamma? You, Fitzmaur, were lying 
on the bank fishing at the time, and Lady Mary 
was standing by you." 

Fitzrnaur. "I recollect it perfectly." 
1lir. Russell. "vVhy did you not take it to 

your mamma ?" 
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Fitzmaur. "I hardly know ·why I did not. 
. . I think I ,Yas . . . . . You know papa 

does not much like beggars to come up to the 
house." 

1.lir. Russell. "Fie, fie, for making such a 
lame excuse ! You know this man told you he 
came from the rectory, and that Lord de Courcy 
always makes an exception in favour of persons 
sent by me." 

Fitzmaur. "I am afraid, then, that the ho
nest reason ·was, that I did not like to get up 
and leave my fishing." 

J.1Ir. Russell. "And you, Lady :Mary, -you 
were not fishing, so ·why did not you take the 
poor man's petition to your mamma ?" 

.iliary. "I should 11ot have minded the trou
ble, but the bit of paper looked so dirty, I did 
not like to touch it." 

1.lir. RussP,ll. "So, one from indolence, and 
the other from that false refinement so umYorthy 
of a follower of the lowly Yirgin's Son, allowed 
this poor man, who had only just been dis
charged from the hospital and was very ,veak, 
to have a ,valk for nothing. Surely this great 
fault proceeded from the hro causes I haYe 
named. If you had been in the daily habit of 
denying yourselves, of doing things which are 
disagreeable to you, do you think you would 
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have act~d so selfishly on that occasion? Or 
would you, if you had realised the words of your 
Saviour, 'Inasmuch as you did it not unto one 
of the least of these My brethren, you did it not 
unto :i\Ie; have so unkindly used Christ',s repre
sentative-your brother for whom He difd ?" 

.Lliary. " I do not quite understand what 
you mean by realising His words." 

1.lir. Russell. " Try to imagine this picture 
which I will describe to you. Fancy yourselves 
either occupied as you were the other day, or per
haps sitting at a well-furnished table enjoying a 
lSumpt11ous repast. While so engaged a poor \Van
clering AIAN accosts you, and entreats you to give 
Him a little help. He tells you He is hungry 
and thirsty, and very weary, and prays you tq give 
Him if it is only a little cold water. You look 
up at Him, and you see that He is very poor; 
He seems to have journeyed from a distance, 
for His naked feet are bleeding. He appears, 
moreover, to have some heavy sorrow at His 
heart besides His poverty, for the tears are roll
ing down His pale emaciated face ; He seems 
to be deeply 'acquainted with grief.' The ex
pression of Hi eyes is very gentle, yet, as 1-Ie 
fixes them mournfully upon you, and solicits 
charity, you hardly like to meet their gaze, and 
so you turn away,-you 'hide as it were your 
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faces from Hirn.' Again He asks your pity, 
and you answer you have nothing for Him, and 
desire Him to go away. He tells you that He 
is a great \vay from His HOME, that the :first 
night of His journey He slept in a stable, but 
that since that He has slept very little, for that 
in general 'He has not where to lay His head.' 
But you begin to be weary of His importunity, 
and desire Him sharply to go about His busi
ness; He must not enter your splendid apart
ment to rest Himself, because, you add, His feet 
might soil your carpet. So you bid Him go 
and speak to the servants if He has any thing 
to say. He fixes His sorrowful eyes upon you, 
to see if you will change your minds and give 
Him something, but you motion Him away, and 
the SUFFERER leaves your door. Your servants, 
who are idly lounging about, have seen you turn 
Him away, and so when the l\I i 'l" asks them 
for relief, they speak roughly to Him, tell Him 
that strangers are not a1lowecl to come up to 
the house, and. threaten to drive IIim away if 
He does not go instantly. So the SuFFERER is 
turned away from your inhospitable door; you, 
perhaps, feel uncomfortable for a moment when 
Ile again looks upon you, but you soon forget 
it, and never see the l\IA"N again in this \Vorld . 
.1 ow, my children, let us change the picture, 
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and, passing over intervening years, let us try 
to realise the Day of Judgment. Try to fancy 
the sound of that trumpet which shall wake the 
<lead; imagine the ,vhole creation standing be
fore the awful throne, myriads from every na
tion. Imagine then your consternation, ·when you 
recognise in the Judge the l\IAN of SoRRows 
,vhom you turned a,vay from your door. Those 
gentle eyes which then were fixed upon you, 
to see if haply the look which brought St. Peter 
to penitence might also melt your hearts, are 
now bent sternly upon yours; but you cannot, 
as you did then, ' hide your faces from I--Iim.' 
And you hear again that Voice against which 
you steeled your souls, but the tone is no longer 
that of a 1Iour11er, but that of an offended King, 
"·hile the words He utters are, 'I was an hungered, 
and ye g,rre nie no meat; I was thirsty, and ye 
gaYe ~ie no drink; I was a stranger, and ye took 
1ie not in; naked, and ye clothed l\Ie not; sick 
and in prison, and ye Yisited 1-Ie not.' Now, 
my dear children, this is only a picture; but it 
is what I mean by realising the words of our 
Lord. '\Yhen you have meditated in that way 
upon such a subject, I do not think you could 
act again as you did last :\'londay." 

Jlary. "~o, indeed; indeed I am sure we 
never shall. I could almost cry at your story. 
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I did not consider all this before. I am sure I 

never, never will again think disdainfully of a 

poor person." 
Fitzm,aztr. "vVould it not be a good plan to 

lay-by some of our pocket-money every month, 

to give to poor people when they come in that 

way? For sometimes we spend it so fast, that 

towards the end of the month we have none 

left." 
J1lr. Russell. " It would be an excellent plan; 

in fact, it is what every one ought to do." 

Edward. " I am ready; I'll lay-by half of 

. " mine. 
11-Ir. Russell. " Half would be too much at 

first, the temptation to encroach upon it would 

be so very strong; and remember, when once it 

is laid-by, it must not be touched, it is God's 

property. I think a tenth part of your allow

ance should be appropriated to such purposes, 

because God has always decreed that the tithes, 

that is, the tenth part of every man's property, 

should be dedicated to Hirn. Then there is 

nothing to prevent your gi,·ing more than "·hat 

you lay-by, if ever you have occasion; and if 

you get into the habit of self-denial, you will 

constantly find opportunities of doing some cha

ritable office for another." 
Edwa1 d. " A tenth seems very little." 
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Mr. Russell. "Try it to begin with; hither
to, it appears, you have laid-by nothing; it is 
bad to attempt too much at once. But as I told 
you, you may always give as much more as you 
please, only let a tenth be considered dedicated 
to God.'' 

Fitzmaur. "I suppose we must learn to deny 
ourselves ; is it very difficult ? When shall we 
begin?" 

J.1lr. Russell. " You will find it difficult at 
first; nay, there must always be some difficulty, 
or else it would not be self-denial. You had 
better begin to-day, -you could not begin on a 
more suitable day than this." 

]lary. " Why is to-day suitable?" 
lYlr. Russell. " Because it is Friday; all(l 

Friday has always been set apart by Chris
tians, from the days of the Apostles, for a little 
more self-denial than usual, for prayer and fast-
. " mg. 

Edward. " Fasting ! Oh yes ; that means 
not eating. Well, I should not mind fasting 
now and then; I could go without my dinner 
any day for something particular. Once I went 
vvithout breakfast and dinner, to go out with 
uncle John, and I did not care." 

1V.Ir. Russell. "Well, then it was no self
denial. But children are not required, nay, not 
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permitted, to fast from food; they must learn 
to deny themselves in other things." 

Fitzmaur. "vVill you tell us some \orays in 
which we ought to do it?" 

JJir. Russell. "It depends a little upon your 
different dispositions. You, for instance, are 

rather inclined to be lazy ;-suppose, then, you 
were to get up a little earlier in the morning; 

or suppose, when you are lounging in an arm-· 
chair, and not much inclined to move, you were 

to jump up briskly, if you see any one looking 
for something, or going to open or shut the door, 

and do it for them ; or give up a game of play, 
to learn a lesson which is more difficult than 
usual; or if you wish for one game, and your 
playfellows wish for another, yield the point 
to them. Then again, should a cross \Vorel be 
spoken to you, do not answer again ; ·or if your 
parents forbid something you would like very 
much to have or to do, submit cheerfully. 
These are but a few among the many oppor
tunities, which must occur to you every day, of 

exercising self-denial. Try to practise them ; 
and do not, until you have at least attempted 

such :first, endeavour to impose voluntary and 
more difficult sacrifices upon yourselves ; that 
would be trying to run before you can ·walk." 

Fitzmaur. " ,v en, we \Yill indeed try; and 
lh ... 
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I suppose we had better begin to-day, by play
ing the civil to Miss Augusta." 

Edward. " Alice, I hope you find it a great 
self-denial to go and physic Mary Cullen, in
stead of coming with us to the castle.'' 

Alice. " Of course, I had always rather be 
with you." 

.Jir. Russell. "Now, my dear children, you 
must return home; for it is getting late, and I 
have a great deal to do." 

.1.liary. "I do believe you have been prac
tising · great self-denial all this time in talking 
to us, instead of doing somethiug else." 

1-lfr. Russell. " On the contrary, my self
denial is now, in breaking up so pleasant a party 
to attend to my duties." 

The conversation ended thus. In a few mi
nutes the rector was again deeply engaged in his 
seemingly endless labours; little Alice, with her 
basket on her arm, ·was trudging through the 

. village; and the three Fitzmaurs were slowly 
returning to the castle, discussing the subject of 
their late conversation. Innumerable were the 
resolutions they made for exercising the vir
tue vd1ich had just been enforced upon them. 
There was scarcely any thing that they did not 
propose to do. They could not, moreover, bring 
themselves to believe that self-denial \Yas really 
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so difficult as :i\fr. Russell had told them. They 
thought nothing could be easier than to refuse 
to do a pleasant thing and give it up to another; 
and there was a little degree of heroism in it 
that pleased their fancies. All this 1vas very 
natural! and so far as it went very right; but 
they bad committed an error which is common 
to all young beginners, -that of mistaking the 
enthusiasm of the moment for strength of reso
lution, and of supposing that all these high re
solves could be practised in their own strength. 
They had yet to learn that every resolution must 
be made an act of prayer, before it can avail any 
thing. Nevertheless, it was a great point that 
they should be so willing to be taught, and to 
act upon the instructions they received. 

" It is clear that we must be very kind to 
Augusta," said l\Iary, as they reached the castle
gates ; and this seemed to be the climax of self
denial in their eyes. 

It will perhaps be advisable briefly to state 
1\·ho this Augusta was, that has been introduced 
to our notice so very disaclrnntageous1y. Her 
father was Lord De Courcy's youngest brother, 
Lord Charles Fitzmaur. Not being rich, he had 
married the daughter of a very wealthy mer
chant, who brought him an immense fortune in 
return for what he bestmved upon her, a title. .... 
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All this fortune was eventually to become Au

gusta's, and some allowance must be made for the 

poor child's numerous fau1ts; as many stronger 

heads than that of a girl of twelve years old have 

failed in being proof against the temptations in

cident to the name and position of an heiress. It 

would have been better not to have informed her 

of her future wealth, until her mind had been dis

ciplined to look upon riches only in the light of 

an increased means of doing good, and so bring

ing \vith them an additiona1 weight of responsibi

lity. But she had contrived to get possession of 

the fact; and like many other silly children, she 

thought it a very fine thing, and fancied herself 

rather an important personage. In this she was 

terribly mistaken; for a child, whatever its fu

ture prospects may be, is, for the time present 

(which is all any one can be sure of), a helpless, 

useless being, and only important when viewed 

in the light of a baptised Christian; which view 

Augusta must have forgotten sometimes, when 

she thought so much of the pomps and vanities 

she had promised to renounce. Perhaps if her 

father, Lord Charles, had lived, she would have 

been wiser ; for he was not a man who would 

tolerate \vhims and fancies. But she had lost 

him at four years of age; and her mother was 

too indulgent. Lady Charles thought a great 
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deal too much about rank, probably because she 
was not used to it; for when people are born 
into it, unless they have very ill-regulated minds, 
it is not easy to see "\vhy they should be always 
thinking about it, any more than they are con
stantly thinking of the colour of their hair or 
eyes. At all events, it looks as if rank fitted ill 
upon a person, when he is perpetually conscious 
of its existence. 

Lord De Courcy had tenderly loved his bro
ther Charles, and for his sake he shewed unremit
ting kindness to his widow and orphan. lie was 
not blind to Augusta's faults, and almost the only 
stern reprimands she ever received were from 
him. It was commonly thought that she was 
afraid of him; but she was his guest, and his 
brother's child; and so, somehow or other, she 
generally got off cheap. Once, when her go
verness had complained that it was impossible to 
make her attend to her studies, Lord De Courcy 
spoke to Lady Charles of the necessity of en
forcing more application and docility. The latter 
made answer: " Poor child, I do not like wor
rying her; and a girl of her pretensions is sure 
to get on without much learning. I do not think 
it is generally the most learned women that are 
the most admired." Seeing her brother-in-law 
look grave, she laid her hand upon his arm, and 

I 
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said, smiliug: "Do you not think that, with 
your brother's blood and good looks, and with 
my fortune, she will do very well?" 

Lord De Courcy looked at her for a minute, 
as if to understand what she said; then shrugged 
his shoulders, and walked off whistling. The 
subject "as not renewed. 

1\Iy young reauers will perhaps be curious 
to know how our little heroes spent their day, 
and whether they overcame their difficulties, 
and were very accommodating to their cousin. 
The result of one day's trial will be best given 
in the short conversation which took place in 
the evening, after they had all retired to their 
rooms. The two boys generally remained chat
ting in 1\'Iary's room, while her maid (who, be
ing French, could not understand them) went 
through the tedious ceremony attendant on pa
pillotes. This evening the following conversa
tion passed among them : 

",Vel1, Fitzmaur," said Mary, "we really 
ha·rn been very self-denying to-day." 

" Oh yes," cried both the boys. 
" But I must say," added Fitzmaur, " I do 

not think Augusta has been quite so bad to-day. 
I almost think she is improved." 

" No, indeed she is not," returned Edward; 
" it is only because we have been yielding our-
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selves, that it has appeared so to us ; how very 
ill-tempered she was because she dropped her 
comb~ and we could not £ud it immediately; 
and we certainly did take great trouble in look
ing for it." 

" Yes, and how resolved she was to have my 
doll," said Mary; "I thought of lvlr. Russell, 
aud let her keep it ; or else I was very near 
taking it away. And you cannot think how dis
agreeable she was at dressing-time." 

" Besides," said Fitzrnaur, "I really think 
Aunt Charles is sometimes quite as tiresome as 
Augusta; but I would do any thing, and put up 
with any thing, to please :Mr. Russell. Other
wise it is a great bore when people can do no
thing for themselves, but must always be so 
much waited upon." 

"I wish lVIr. Russell knew how much we 
have tried to please him," said Edvvar<l. 

"I am afraid he would think us boasting," 
replied 11ary. 

" Oh no," returned her brother, "he could 
not and would not think so. "\Vhat is the use 
of trying to please people, if they know nothing 
about it? I wish he knew; for we really have 
been thinking of it all day." 

"Could we not write to him?" asked Fitz
maur. 

. / 
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"An excellent idea!" said both the others; 

"but how should we send him the letter?" 
"It is very early," he answered, "only a 

little past nine o'clock; I could easily run down 

and tell John to take it to the Rectory, and wait 

for an answer : he would not be more than half 
h b . " an our a out 1t. 

"Agreed, agreed!" cried all; "we will do it 
at once." 

The last curl-paper was finished by the time 

that the sheet of paper vvas procured and the 
lines ruled. ]Hary, being the neatest scribe, was 

deputed to write it, and Fitzmaur, being the best 

grammarian, to dictate it. Edward, who never 

could hold a pen or spell, sat picking the but

tons off bis coat. The following was the joint 

production:-

"VERY DEAR AND KIND SIR, 

"You cannot think how much we have tried 

all day to please you; we have been so self-denying. 

It is really much easier than you think. We have 

remembered it all through the day. Augusta and 

Aunt Charles have sometimes bored us; but we have 

not cared, as it was to please you. We shall soon 

be ready to do difficult things, like the good people 

you told us of. Do not think we are boasting, we are 

only very anxious you should know how much we have 
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thought of doing as you wished. We will always be 
very good, for we love you dearly, and are 

"Your affectionate children, 

"FITZMA u R. 

"lvlARY FITZiIA UR. 

"EDWARD F1TZMAUR. 

"P.S. I jumped up three times to fetch Aunt 
Charles her bag (she never can recollect ,vhere she 
leaves it) ; once I was just going to eat a very ripe 
peach, which by the time I came back Augusta had 
finished; and another time I was fishing, and lost a 
fine fish by it. But I did not mind, as it was to 
please you. 

'' Your affectionate 
"FrTZNIAUR. 

"I wished particularly to wear my new silk frock 
to-night, but Augusta had not one so pretty, and did 
not like to be less smart than I was, so I gave it up, 
and wore my common one to please you. 

'' Your affectionate 
".:\IARY. 

"Augusta called me a fool, and I did not give her 
a box on the ear : I am sure mine was the greatest 
self-denial of all. 

" Your affectionate 
"ED"\VARD." 

This curious production, ,vith its three post-
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scripts, was duly finished, sealed, and despatched; 
and in less than an hour the following answer 
was returned. The boys had sat up to wait for 
it, and took it to read to their sister, who was in 
bed. 

" :MY DEAREST CHILDREN, 

" I thank you sincerely for your kindness and 
affectionate endeavours to please me: you have made 
a good beginning; now pen;evere. But take care, my 
little friends, not to be too confident in yourselves. 
Moreover, you must act upon a higher motive than 
that of pleasing me : do not forget the subject when 
you sa.y your prayers to-night. Persevere, and you 
will succeed, even should you find it a little more 
difficult than you now imagine. God bless you, my 
children. I remain ahrnys 

"Your affectionate friend and pastor, 
"W. RussELL." 

" How delightful ! " exclaimed they all ; " I 
was sure he would be pleased. How hard we 
,-rill try to-morrow! And we shall have Alice, 
which will make it easier. Dear, good Mr. 
Russell!" 

In another half hour the innocent children 
were asleep. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE TRIAL. 

PERHAPS some of my readers will be disposed 
to laugh at the letter transcribed in the pre
ceding chapter, and to think its writers pe
culiarly hasty in judging favourably of them
selves. But this was not the case: it was not 
vanity that made Mary and her brothers feel so 
secure of success; it ,vas a very natural mistake, 
into which all, young or old, but especially the 
young, are liable to fall. And that letter was 
but a simple effusion of their enthusiasm; they 
wrote just as they felt; there was no hypocrisy 
in their professions: and probably any one who 
honestly examines his conscience, ,vill find some
thing of the same in his own experience. "\Vhen 
first we resolve to practise some particular virtue, 
and make certain rules for ourselves accord
ingly, we set out with an enthusiasm dispro
portioned to our strength ; and then we relax : 
that is to say, we are so eager at first, that we 
fancy we can do more than \Ye really can; and 
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then afterwards, £nding our mistake, we are dis
couraged, and take no pains. It is like when one 
rolls a ball with a violent jerk: it ·will roll on 
for some time very fast, then it ,vill gradually 
get slower, and at last stop. N °'v, the error 
in this is the supposing that one resolution and 
effort ,vill suffice. One jerk will set off the ball 
rolling; but to keep it going on, we must con
tinue to push it; and if ,ve cease the exertion, 
the ball will stop too. So it is with ourselves: 
our efforts and exertions must be unceasing; for 
it is a mistake to suppose that duty will ever 
become so easy as not to require an effort to 
act up to it. 

But I remember, of old, thinking it very 
unfair to be cheated into a sermon when I 
expected a story; so I ,Yill return to Fitzmaur 
Castle, feeling sure that my young readers ,vill 
kindly accept these few hints, and that they are 
quite able to form their own reflections upon 
the incidents I record. 

A few ,veeks before the time we are now 
speaking of, Alice had accidentally asked 1Iary 
if she would let her have a ride on her pony ; 
and :i\fr. Russell had seconded the request by 
saying that he should yery much Jike his little 
daughter to ride, as she used to do a previous 
year. :Mary had then answered, ,vith real re-
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gret, that her pony had been lame for some 
time, so that her own rides had been quite 
stopped. She did not much care about riding 
herself, but she was very sorry that Alice should 
be disappointed, for it was her favourite exer
cise ; and having no horse of her mrn, her only 
opportunity was by using 1Iary's. The boys 
had each a very pretty pony; but neither had 
ever been trained to carry a lady; so the thing 
being out of the question, Alice had thought no 
more about it from that day. But Fitzmaur 
had pondered over the matter, and had come to 
the conclusion, that there was no reason why his 
pony should not be trained and exercised to bear 
the slight irritation of a petticoat, and that then 
it vvould do for Alice admirably; for it was a gen
tle creature, that knew its O'Wn name, and would 
cat from their hands. Alice had often feel it 
herself, and was very fond of it: it was a pretty 
animal, jet-black, ·with a flmving tail and mane. 

Ed,varcl's pony Fitzmaur knew to be much 
too mettlesome for a little girl; but his own 
was so very gentle, why should it not do? He 
had forthwith opened his mind to the coachman, 
the only servant "·ho was trusted to accompany 
the children in their rides, and who had often 
declared that he would go through fire and 
water for his young lord. 
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The coachman had only to hear Fitzmaur's 
wish, to promise that it should be fulfilled; and 
he instantly engaged to exercise the pony him
self, and to make it fit for the most timid lady 
in a very short time; adding, "Miss Alice is a 
likesome little lady, so gentle-spoken, and sits 
well on horseback; though, to be sure, she is 
not to be compared with Lady Mary." 

" l\Iary shall have a ride too, if she likes," 
replied Fitzmaur ; " but I should like Alice to 
have the first, and I will ride Edward's pony to 
accompany her." 

"Your lordship may depend upon my hav
ing the pony ready for you in no time," an
svrered the favourite servant; and he faithfully 
kept his word. 

Day after day Fitzmaur inquired after his 
pony, and sometimes accompanied the coach
man ,vhile he exercised it. The gentle crea
ture soon learned to bear the petticoat; and its 
young master looked at it with double pleasure 
as it stood pawing the ground, conscious of ad
miration, " ·ith white reins and trappings, con
trasting brightly " ·ith its black skin. 

The clay follmving that of the conYersation 
at the Rectory was the one which Fitzmaur had 
fixed upon for Alice's first ride. He had settled 
this with the coachman some time previously; and 
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accordingly, when Alice came that morning, he 
told her of his plan in great glee; and it was 
agreed that the ride should take place in the 
afternoon, as being cooler, and that Mary and 
Edward should play \vith Augusta in the mean 
while. Nothing could be pleasanter: Alice was 
delighted and grateful, and Fitzmaur was happy 
to see her so ; and lvlary was always pleased 
when her eldest brother, whom she tenderly 
loved, was happy. Altogether, there could not 
be a merrier party: they jumped about for joy, 
and were in high good-humour by the time Au
gusta joined them for a game of play. It must 
be admitted that it \Vas Yery thoughtful and 
amiable of Fitzmaur to have taken so much 
pains to gratify his little friend. 

The children's dinner was the luncheon of 
the grown people; and it was generally the 
rendezvous of all the neighbourhood, ,vho drop
ped in at that time to chat together and pay 
their respects to Lady De Courcy. Every 
passer-by was sure to be a welcome guest at 
Fitzmaur Castle. The most constant visitor was 
Mrs. Dawson; but the dearest and most wel
come of all was the one who ·was seldom able 
to join the party, :l\Ir. Russell. 

This day Fitzmaur particularly wished that 
the rector should come: it would be so pleasant 
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to shew him how his least wish was consulted; 
besides, it would be a real pleasure to himself 
to see his little girl enjoying herself; and Alice 
would be sure to like her ride better than ever, 
if her father had placed her on her horse. So 
he could not help whispering to Alice, "How I 
wish your father would just happen to look in 
at luncheon-time to-day !-do you think there 
is a chance of his doing so?" 

"I am afraid not," she replied; " he is at 
home now, and is not going out till late: then 
I think he means to pay a round of visits." 

"I ·wish he would come to us on his way," 
returned Fitzmaur. 

Alice thought within herself, "How plea
sant it would be to do something for Fitzmaur, 
when he has been so very kind to me ! I have 
a mind to go back, and see if I cannot coax my 
father to come to the Castle to-day." 

No sooner thought, than the 1itt1e maiden 
was off, and in a short time was seated on her 
father's knee, forcibly interrupting his occupa
tions. 

"Father, I wish you would come to the Castle 
to-day: do, pray, just indulge us this once!" 

""\Vhy am I wanted so much to-day?" 
" Oh, that you ·will see, if you ·will but 

come: you are particularly wanted." 
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"But who ·wants me?" 
"EYery body." 
" I have been with Lord De Courcy two 

days this week already, and each day for a long 
time together : that is a good deal of time to 
give to one parishioner, when I have so many, 
is it not?" 

"Yes; but pray come, dear, dear father! 
It is not exactly Lord De C01ucy who wants 
you most. But you will come,-will you not?" 

"vV ell, I ,vill see if it be possible for me to 
do so: perhaps, if I am not interrupted, I may be 
able to go out earlier than I intended; so, to give 
me more time, you must be off, my little one." 

"Thank you, dear father !-now you shall 
have such a kiss!" 

"But mind, I do not promise-I only say 
I will if I can." 

Another most affectionate caress, and the 
little girl ,vas retracing her steps to the Castle. 

So far every thing appea1ed bright and pro
sperous for Fitzmaur. He had not mentioned 
his little plan to his parents, because he thought 
to surprise them too after luncheon; and as they 
always left him the disposal of his mvn pony, 
there was no necessity for his asking their leave. 
"\Vhat made Fitzmaur in particularly high good
humour on this occasion vras, that he felt as if It 
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he had done a very good- natured thing, and 
that his parents and Mr. Russell would be 
pleased with him accordingly. Not that he 
either expected or wished to be praised; but 
he thought he should win their approbation, 
which he prized dearly. This was a very na
tural feeling, and a very right one; for the ap
probation of those set over us should always be 
highly esteemed, and to wish for that is very 
different from seeking admiration or flattery. 

But there is one little circumstance that 
should not escape your attention, young reader, 
though perhaps it escaped Fitzmaur's; which 
is, that there is no great merit in an act of 
kindness which costs the bestower nothing. If, 
for instance, Fitzmaur had procured this plea
sure for Alice, or for any one else, at the ex
pense of some pleasure of his own, it would 
have been a very commendable act; but on this 
occasion he was giving himself as great a treat 
as he was giving Alice. Do not for a moment 
think this means, that he was wrong in taking 
pleasure in the plan he had proposed : far from 
it; he could not do otherwise; only a kindness 
to a fello-w-creature is not an act of virtue unless 
it costs us something: when it costs us nothing, 
it is merely one of those every-day cluties which 
it would be absolutely wrong to omit. Self-
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denial is the touchstone of every virtue ; and 
many persons ,vill be found unable to bear that 
test, who nevertheless appear very kind and 
amiable in every-day life. 

The party at luncheon comprised several of 
the neighbours, including :Mrs. Dawson. The 
conversation having taken first the ordinary 
turns of the weather and politics, a fresh sub
ject was started. 

"How pleasant it would be," said Lady De 
Courcy, " to walk after luncheon to the water
fall! it is so cool and shady; and you, Lady 
Charles, could finish that sketch of the ruined 
to,ver on the hill." 

" Nothing could be pleasanter," returned 
the lady: ",vill Lord De Courcy and the other 
gentlemen be of the party?" 

" Certainly," they all replied; and Lord De 
Courcy added, " there shall be the carriage for 
those who like to use it; but the distance is so 
short, that probably every one ,vill prefer walk
ing such a fine day." 

1\Iost of the party agreed that ,valking would 
be the most agreeable ; but Lady Charles Fitz
maur added," I shall wish my Augusta to dri-rn, 
for she has had a cold lately; therefore I should 
not like her to "\Vet her feet, and it is always 
very damp near the waterfall." 
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"Oh, no, mammal" exclaimed Augusta; "I 

shall not at all like to be in the carriage while 

every body else is walking, I shall be so dull." 

" Then I will drive with you, if you like," 

said :i.\'.Iary. 
"But I do not like driving at all," returned 

Augusta, "because the carriage cannot go up so 

close as one can walk, nor through those pretty 

little ,vinding 1mths." 
" But, my darling," said her mother, "I am 

so afraid of your wetting your feet; you would 

not like to be laid up ,vith a cold, and not able 

to play ,vith your cousins." 
"I ,Yish," said Lady De Courcy," that l\Iary's 

pony was not lame; she then should ride with 

the boys, ,vhile the rest walk." 
" Oh, yes; and she is so fond of riding," re

turned Lady Charles; " and the poor dear child 

has not hacl a ride for a long while." 
" "'\Yell, I almost think I can satisfy all par

ties," said Lord De Courcy, in whom the desire 

to indulge his brother's child was always upper

most, " for I have seen the coachman exercising 

Fitzmaur·s pony v;·ith a side-saddle for some 

days pa t. I asked him yesterday if it vrns fit 

for a lady, and he told me it vrns perfectly so." 

Poor Fitzrnaur looked very blank: " Not to

day, l)apa!" he almost involuntarily exclaimed. 
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"vVhy not to-day?" ·was Lord De Courcy's 
most natural question. 

"Oh, pray, not to-day," replied Fitzmaur; 
" I had intended Alice to ride to-day, and to 
accompany her myself." 

" But I daresay Alice ·will ·willingly walk 
to-day, and ride another day, since it is an ob
ject to prevent Augusta wetting her feet." 

This was partly addressed to Alice by Lord 
De Courcy. 

" Oh, certainly," replied the little girl, who 
thought the case did not admit of hesitation; 
but unfortunately an appealing look fiom Fitz
maur checked her ready sacrifice. She thought 
he considered her ungrateful; and " ·ithout re
:flecting upon the impression of herself that a 
refusal might create, she instantly added, "ex
cept that I think I should like . . . . I think 
Fitzmaur particularly ,•i'ishes me to ride to-<lay." 

This was unlucky; for as no one knew 
the circumstances, it was impossible but that 
Alice's speech should be attributed to selfish
ness; whereas, poor little thing, she was willing 
to please all parties, only she could not bear 
to be ungrateful to Fitzmaur, who had done all 
for her. Consequently, when he began a vehe
ment explanation to his father, of the injustice 
of depriving her of the ride which had been pro-
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misecl her, and of lending his pony to Augusta 
against his will, Alice, instead of remonstrating 
,vith Fitzmaur, ancl offering to yield the point, 
as she would otherwise have done, kept silence, 
and looked very miserable. 

" This is most extraordinary!" exclaimed 
Lord De Courcy; then turning to his son, he 
added, "I would have you know, young gen
tleman, that I expect my will to be law in this 
house; and if I choose Augusta should ride, you 
will not presume to make any objection;" then 
softening his tone, he continued with stiff polite
ness, " I should have thought that, under the 
circumstances, 1\1iss Russell would have seen the 
propriety of foregoing the pleasure for one day." 

1\Iiss Russell! Alice hardly knew herself by 
that name. She "·as little Alice all over the 
neighbourhood; the very cottagers called her 
nothing else. She saw Lord De Courcy was 
wronging her, and she longed to explain; but 
another glance at Fitzmaur silenced her. She 
. aw the rich glow of his complexion deepening 
eyery minute, and the veins of his ample fore
head s,-relling with suppressed emotion. vVhat 
could she do? Poor Alice ! she was thoroughly 
scared, and sat looking from one to the other 
"·ithout speaking. Of course this silence was 
misinterpreted, ,vhich gave 1\Irs. Dawson the 
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opportunity of edging in one of her well-bred 
remarks: 

"That comes of putting people so much out 
of their places; I ne,·er thought such a great 
intimacy bet,veen these children could come to 
any good. But who would have imagined that 
little Alice ·would have wished to take preced
ence of Lady Charles Fitzmaur's daughter ?" 

Like most of l\Irs. Dawson's remarks, this 
fell :flat; to Alice it was Greek, for the words 
" precedence," &c. had rarely been heard in the 
well-bred circle of Fitzmaur Castle; and Lady 
De Courcy, to whom it was addressed, without 
any affectation, did not understand its allusion; 
so she merely answered, " Yes, Alice is in gene
ral so very obliging, I 1vonder at her not being 
willing to give up." 

But in the meanwhile Augusta, the unfor
tunate cause of all this misunderstanding, was 
feeling extremely hurt at ,vhat appeared to her 
an unwillingness on the part of her cousins to 
give her a pleasure. And we must not be too 
hasty in blaming her on this occasion, for she 
knew nothing of this preconceived project of 
Fitzmaur's; perhaps, if she had, she might have 
withdrawn her claims, at least no one has a right 
to say she ,vould not have done so. Nothing 
had been said about a ride for Alice until after 
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hers had been proposed, so she only saw in it 
a preference for Alice above herself, and she 
felt jealous and hurt. She muttered in a dis
pleased tone: " It is very hard that my cousins 
are so much fonder of Alice than of me ; they 
never like doing any thing for me." 

" "\Vhat a shame !" exclaimed the other 
three unanimously; " what a very great shame ! 
when we have been so very self-denying to 

" you. 
" Self-denying!" repeated Lady Charles, 

"self-denying! what, in the name of wonder, 
do the children mean? I am sorr} it requires 
so much self-denial to be kind to my little girl. 
Come to me, my poor Augusta." 

Lord De Courcy's anger was now raised to 
a high pitch. Rudeness to a guest was, in his 
eyes, a capital offence ; and in all this affair he 
only perceived incivility to his brother's child. 
It was altogether an unfortunate contre-ternps
one of those which will often happen in real 
life, and which nothing will rectify but ex
treme good-humour and cheerful compliance 
on all sides. Poor ]?itzmaur was not just now 
in a very complying mood; he fancied himself 
\Yronged, and unjustly used; and this made him 
the more resolute to have his o,vn way. He 
stood at a distance from the rest, leaning against 
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a pillar, looking very red and very determined. 
Alice was terribly at a loss ,vhat to do; at last, 
thinking the best way would be to speak at once 
to Fitzmaur, and urge him to give up, she slip
ped off her chair, and gliding up to the spot 
where he stood, she ,vhi::.pered: 

" Dear Fitzmaur, do not mind me ; I do 
not care about it in the least." 

" Do you mean," asked Fitzmaur, "that 
you do not wish to ride ?" ~ 

"No, not to-clay/' she replied, thinking that 
would set all right. 

But Fitzmaur had allowed his temper to get 
the better of him, and now he could not bear 
even so slight a contradiction; so it clicl not set 
all right. " I think it is Yery unkind of you, 
Alice, when I have had all this worry for you, 
and have been trying to get you this pleasure 
these last three weeks, to throw me overboard 
now that everybody is against me." 

" Throw you overboard!'' exclaimed Alice; 
"oh, no, indeed I would not do that; I do 
not wish any one to know that I have declined 
riding, but that you should give up the point, 
as if it was all your O'i"\'n doing.'' 

" I ,vill not!'' answered l!'itzmam·, getting 
Yery angry; "Augusta may just a::; well go in 
the carriage. The pony is mine, and I will lend 
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it to whoever I please. I will not have my 
plan spoiled by that tiresome little .... " 

" Oh, hush!" said Alice, "pray do not call 
her names,-think a moment; do you not re-

b " 111em er .... 
" Remember what?" asked Fitzmaur. 
"Do you not remember," said Alice, colour

ing and hesitating, "yesterday .... about my 
father .... " 

" ,vhat about your father?" interrupted he; 
"I only remember that I have been trying to 
please your father's daughter, and she cares 
very little about it." 

To this Alice made no reply; but her eyes filled ·with tears. 
"Tell me," he said, more gently,-" answer 

this one question simply; should you, so far as 
you arc concerned, like to ride to-day ?" 

" Y cs, of course," she answered; "so far as 
I am concerned, I should like it extremely; but" .... 

The little conference \Vas interrupted by 
Lord De Courcy calling out, from the other encl 
of the room, " Do not stand parleying there, 
Fitzmaur ; answer at once ; do you choose to 
submit as you ought to do, and order round the 
po11y for your cousin, or am I to order it? in 
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·which case, I promise you, I will make you re
pent of your obstinacy." 

Fitzrnaur, after a moment's pause, sulkily 
answered, " I will ha·rn nothing to do \Yith it; 
if I order the pony, it \-rill be for Alice." 

Lord De Courcy \Vas now justly angry; and 
was about to pronounce a se-rere punishment 
upon his 5011, \vhen 1Irs. Da\vson checked him, 
by saying, " I hope your lordship \vill not be 
too severe upon the clear boy; I am stll'e it is 
not quite his fault. 1

' 

" How do you mean, madam," asked Lord 
De Courcy, "that ·ffhen a boy flatly disobeys his 
father, it is not his fault?" 

" I am sure," replied the above-named lady, 
"that Lord Fitzmaur \Vas ju t going to girn up, 
-you see he went aside to think about it; but 
Alice Russell \vent to coax him into standing 
up for her." 

" I clo not think Alice did that," said Lord 
De Courcy, "it \vould be so unlike her." 

" I am not so sure of that/' said l\Irs. Daw
son; "I have always thought an undue fuss was 
made about that child's goodness. In my opi
nion, ~fr. Russell brings her up very injudici
ously; there is such a mixture of scYerity and 
indulgence in his system ; the one mu::;t make 
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her wayward, the other deceitful. 1\Iy ideas of 
education are very different; indeed, I have ven
tured to hint as much to J\Ir. Russell, but he 
always seems to think he knows best." 

"Indeed!" answered Lord De Courcy, with 
an arch smile, "you surprise me!" 

" Yes, truly," continued the lady; " one 
would imagine that, having lost his wife, he 
vrnuld be glad that any one should take a mo
therly interest in his daughter; but he has such 
strange notions about a clergyman being the 
fittest person for every thing. Now, my system 

f cl t . " o e uca 1011 •••• 

Fortunately for Lord De Courcy, who was 
too polite to interrupt a lady, he was spared the 
threatened essay 011 education, by :Mrs. Daw
son's attention being suddenly called off to Ed
ward, who was talking Yery loud, and seemed 
to be in a great passion. In passing a glass of 
,rater to his cousin, he had muttered, "I ·wish 
it might choke you." Of course, he did not 
mean what he said; but he ,vas so angry at his 
brother's disappointment, that he gave vent to 
it in those foolish ,vords. Augusta had heard 
them, and repeated them to Lady De Courcy, 
who was, of course, extremely displeased with 
her son ; and added, that she never saw her two 
boys so naughty. Thi:s provoked Edward very 
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much ~ and high words rose between him and 
Augusta, ·which, when his father heard, brought 
him a severe reprimand. 

Every thing thus seemed to be going wrong. 
lviary could never see her brothers in trouble 
without crying, and by this time she was com
pletely upset. Augusta, too, looked very un
comfortable and dissatisfied- she felt really 
sorry at finding herself the cause of so mnch 
annoyance; and this, added to the mortification 
of thinking her cousins slighted her, made her 
by no means the happiest of the party, though 
she was the one who was to be indulged. As 
for EdYrnrd, who could rarely keep his temper 
under any contradiction, he \vas now fairly in 
a passion, and presumed to mutter that his fa
ther's treatment of his brother was most unjust. 
Alice, though the only blameless one, was per
haps the most distressed of all ; and she and 
her three friends stood in the recess of the win
dow talking OYer their grievances. Such "·as 
the present position of the little party, '"ho had 
begun the day so merrily. A cloud had gathered 
over the sun which had shone so brightly in the 
momi11g, and ,vhich now could not shine again 
till the cloud had been ,vept away. 

But from whence had this cloud gathered ? 
There may be, perhaps, a slight difficulty in 
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drawing a line between what was harmless, 
and what was blamable in the conduct of our 
heroes. \Vas it not Yery natural, that Fitzmaur 
should feel disappointed at finding his day's 
pleasure spoilt? Quite natural and innocent. 
But was it not equally natural, that Augusta 
should wish to ride since she did not like driv
ing? Quite natural ; and as she knew nothing 
of the pre-arrangement, it was not altogether 
her fault. :Moreover, Edward could not surely 
be blamed for feeling hurt at his brother's 
disappointment-it was even affectionate. As
surecUy; but still it was natural, that Augusta 
should be displeased at his unciYil wish that the 
water might choke her. Altogether then, per
haps, it may be difficult to determine where the 
fault lay. \Vhere, it may be asked, is the remedy 
for al] these troubles? or what could have pre
vented them? Self-denial would have prevented 
all. Self-denial would have induced Fitzmaur, 
though disappointed, to give up his pleasure 
to another; particularly, ha-ving ascertained that 
Alice was quite ,rilling to do so. On the other 
hand, it ,Yould have made Augusta, when she per
cciYed the disappointment she was causing, cheer
fully change her desire for a ride into a readiness 
to drive. Self-denial, too, ,voul<l. have mad~ Ed
ward restrain his tongue; or had he, by mishap, 
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uttered the unguarded ,Yords, self-denial "·oulcl 
haYe prevailed upon Augusta to take no notice 
of them. See what a magic effect self-denial 
would have in the little occurrences of every 
clay! "\Vith it, life would be like a fairy-tale
it would change gloomy colours into bright ones. 

But in the mean ·while an animated discus
sion "·as going on at the other encl of the room, 
among the elder portion of the company. Lady 
De Courcy was always unhappy when her eldest 
boy, the pride of her heart, had displeased his 
father; and l\Irs. Da,vson "·as most eloquently 
consoling her, - assuring her that, " lT pon my 
word, madam, I do not think the dear children 
are so much to blame-I do not, upon my "·ord. 
But I \vould venture to advise your ladyship"
here she lowered her voice to a confidential key 
- " to look a little into Alice Russelrs educa
tion, before you allow so great an intimacy be
tween her and your channing family; and partly 
for her sake, poor little thing; for it would really 
be a pity, you know, if she ,ms to presume upon 
your ladyship's kindness. Then Lady l\Iary\; 
manners arc so perfect, it ,vould be a pity to 
have them injured! and I know that Alice is left 
very much to the sen-ants; indeed, she must 
necessarily be so, as }Ir. R msell i~ out all day." 

Herc Lady Charles Fitzmaur added, "I 
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must say, I should be sorry to have my Au
gusta's manners spoiled; though, to be sure, a 
girl with her expectations nE:ed not be so par-
t . 1 " lCU ar. 

" Certainly, madam," responded Mrs. Daw
son, "your ladyship's observation is very just.'' 
Then turning to Lord De Courcy, whose atten
tion w·as arrested, " I can easily understand that 
it is a delicate matter for your lordship to say a 
word, as 1\fr. Russell is such a friend; but if I 
could be of the slightest servjce, I need not as
sure your lordship, or your ladyship, how happy 
I should feel to be at your commands; you have 
only to name your wishes. I am used to talk 
these matters over with J\Ir. Russell, as he ge
nerally consults me about the schools of his 
parish." 

A smile of incredulity passed over Lord De 
Courcy's features; but he merely replied, that 
he, too, was perfectly well accustomed to speak to 
J\fr. Russell; but that on the present occasion he 
hacl nothing particular to say, therefore he should 
decline ::\frs. Dawson's kind offer. The fact was, 
Lord De Courcy naturally thought, that the man, 
to ·whom the bishop had entrusted the care of 
seven hundred souls, might be competent to bring 
up a little girl of ten years old. 

Lady De Courcy having now withdrawn to 
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put on her bonnet, }Irs. Dawson drew her chair 
close to Lady Charles ; and began talking in a 
mysterious whisper, though the subject-matter 
of discourse was nothing more than the fashion
able shape of l\Iiss Augusta's frock: upon ,vhich 
Lady Charles instantly told its price, ,vith the 
name of the dressmaker and her terms ; adding, 
that as expense was no consideration, she thought 
it better always to employ the best. Poor ::\Irs. 
Dawson ! how much she ,vould have to talk 
about among her acquaintance that day, respect
ing her confidential communications with Lady 
De Courcy ; prefacing each piece of intelli
gence with, "Lady De Courcy and I are of 
opinion" .... or, "Lady Charles Fitzmaur told 
me in confidence" .... &c. 

But had ::\Irs. Dawson any dislike to her cler
gyman? Not exactly; but he had once offended 
her in a most tender point, and she found it dif
ficult to forget it. ::\Irs. Da,,son was a lady of a 
small independent fortune, who, having married 
late in life, had carried ,vith her into the mar
ried state some of those peculiarities of disposi
tion ,vhich are supposed to belong to the un
married. Having nothing to do, she was ah,;,-ays 
extremely busy; ::md having no children of her 
own, she was filled with a philanthropic taste for 
educating those of her neighbours. She ,vas 
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very fond of being ltsefu l, and still fonder of 
being tlwugli,t useful; and in pursuance of this 
her taste, she at one time took a lively interest 
in the schools of the parish, and in visiting the 
poor people. She gave herself out to be "quite 
l\Ir. Russell's right hand;" but as she never in 
any way referred for direction to the reputed 
owner of the said limb, Nlr. Russell began to 
experience the inconvenience attending so literal 
an ignorance of what his right hand was doing. 
For instance, on one occasion he had ordered 
a boy in the school to be flogged for telling a 
lie: :\frs. Dawson happening to enter the school 
~ome time after, "•ith the purpose of doing a 
great deal of good, with a bundle from the Reli
gious Tract Society under her arm, insisted that 
the puni hment should be remitted, undertaking 
at once to convince the "young sinner of the 
error of his vrnys." The schoolmaster, su ppos
ing of course that she came vested ·with the cler
gyman's !1.uthority, though much surprised, com
plied. l\Irs. Dawson then added, "it is so much 
better, when one can, to allure the young soul 
from the path of destruction than to drive it." 
The schoolmaster scratched his head and stared. 
The benevolent lady then selected from her 
bundle of tracts one, at least seventy pages long, 
which she read out at length to the yawning cul-
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prit; the drift of which was, first, the dreadful 
punishments annexed to telling falsehoods; se
condly, the utter incapability in children, even 
baptised children, to speak the truth, and the 
consequent hopeless condition of all, ,vhether 
baptised or not, unless they felt a certain as
surance of salvation, in which case they were 
safe; thirdly, that all, whether they told truth 
or lies, ,vere equally sinners in the sight of God, 
and that heinous as ,vas the sin of falsehood, 
those who committed it were not in such dan
ger as those who thought to ,vin God's favour 
by speaking the truth, or any other righteous 
act. The best part of this edifying discourse, 
and the only antidote to its poison, ,vas, that no 
one understood it; and should the philanthropic 
lover of justice be distressed to thiuk that the 
naughty boy lost his :flogging, let him kno,v to 
his satisfaction that the urchin did not escape 
with impunity, inasmuch as he was heard to 
mutter, as he returned gaping aud rubbing his 
eyes : " I \vould rather have had the :floggi11g by 
half; it \vould have been over so much quicker." 

It will not excite surprise, that :Mr. Russell 
was annoyed and displeased ,vhen he heard of 
this interference; and having firmly but gently 
expostulated with l\Irs. Dawson, he gave per
emptory orders to the schoolmaster to receive 
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no commands but from himself, or m a direct 
message from himself. The lady never quite 
forgave this clmvnfal of her dignity and influ
ence. 

This is but one among many instances of 
iirs. Da,vson's method of doing good; a method 
differing materially from that pointed out by 
:i\Ir. Russell in the preceding chapter. Some
times her interference had more serious conse
quences. One of her favourite methods of doing 
good (or what she thought was doing good), 
,vas by distributing tracts among the poor, the 
selection of which she kept entirely in her own 
hands. Of course, the circulation of tracts or 
other religious publications among the poor is 
calculated to be very useful, provided great care 
is taken in selecting good ones; but surely some 
reference should be made to the clergyman of 
the parish, who is, after all, the only responsible 
person. 1Ir. Russell had often told lVIrs. Daw
son plainly, that he did not like some of the 
tracts she gave, and had begged of her to allow 
him to assist her in the selection of them; but 
this she had resented as a disparagement to her 
" ,i;ielcs.'' ln vain he represented to her that 
it ,vas more dangerous to tamper with the soul 
than with the body; and that as no one would 
think of giving quack medicines of his own choos-
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ing to a patient under a physician's care, so surely 
some reference should be made to the spiritual 
physician : 1\Irs. Dawson was not to be van
quished. She seemed to look upon her tracts 
as sovereign remedies for all diseases, whether 
of mind or body; for v;·hether the person she 
visited happened to be old or young, in health 
or in sickness, or even dying, she had a tract 
adapted to each circumstance. 

Let it not for a moment be supposed that, in 
recording these facts respecting 1\Irs. Dawson, it 
is intended to ridicule or to disparage the works 
of piety of any persons. God only can read the 
heart, and a holy motive may often in His eyes 
palliate error of judgment. But as so much has 
ah·eady been said upon the duty of attending to 
the poor, it seemed advisable to point out the 
disadvantages resulting from too much inde
pendence in the act of performing this duty. 
For in ministering to the poor, as in every thing 
else, there is a right and a wrong ,vay. 

Such, however, was the lady who took so warm 
an interest in the education of Alice Russell. 
1\Iy readers ,vill pardon this digression, for there 
being a pause in the ge11eral conversation in the 
luncheon-room, I thought it a good opportunity 
to introduce 1\frs. Dawson; but ,Ye will now re
turn to the little party in the window-recess. 
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Their Yoices were silent; Edward had exhausted 
his powers of eloquence, and the others were too 
unhappy to speak ; when all of a sudden Alice 
exclaimed: " There is my father!" It was 
too true; in compliance with the wishes of his 
daughter and her little friends, 1\1:r. Russell had 
contrived to spare an hour for Fitzmaur Castle, 
and now he ·was walking along the approach, ex
pecting to be greeted by happy, merry little faces. 
It may be imagined how much the sight of him 
redoubled Fitzmaur's grief and disappointment. 
How different was his position from that, in 
which he had so much wished his kind friend 
to peep at him! He had prepared a joyful 
surprise for him : how different would be the 
scene into which he would enter! Yet some
thing ,,·ithin him assured Fitzmaur, that the 
disappointment of seeing another enjoying a 
ride, instead of his own daughter, was the part 
of the affair that ,vould the least distress 1\tlr. 
Russell. Alice, too, felt very much annoyed, 
though she could not but be gratified at her 
father's kind compliance ,vith her request; but 
yet how much she wished she had not made any 
such request! She was almost tempted to run 
up to him, and ask him to go back; but that 
,vould have been too unreasonable. She looked 
at her companions, first at one, then at the 
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other, in great consternation ; any one would 
have thought that she v..-as the offender. 

" How very unfortunate ! " exclaimed )'.Iary ; 
" I shall be so ashamed of J\Ir. Russell's seeing 
us all no,v .'' 

"Yes; and after our letters last night," said 
Edward, "he ·will think we have been humbug
ging him." 

Fitzmaur did not dare to speak; he was 
too much afraid of crying-a weakness he vrns 
always ashamed to indulge. 

?\Ieamshile )Ir. Russell had reached the house 
and entered the room, ,vhere he ,,·as ,Yarmly 
greeted by all except his younger friends, ,vho 
did not venture out of their retreat in the ,vin
dow. One glance of his keen eye into their 
little group convinced him that all was not right 
there; but he took no further notice. In a fe,v 
minutes he and Lord De Courcy left the room 
together; and then the latter briefly told him 
what had passed, adding, " I am afraid your 
little Alice was not quite so good as u:mal; she 
did not seem disposed to give up. Of course, 
under no other circumstances ,vould I haYe dis
appointed her; but Augusta having been rather 
indispo eel lately ..... , 

" Oh, certainly; pray do not think it neces
sary to explain your rea!:-ons,"' said the clergy-
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man, looking very much distressed; "I am quite 
surprised that Alice .... really, it is very un-

1 . 1 " usua 111 1er .... 
"'\Vell, do not look so very dmvncast about 

it," said Lord De Courcy, laughing; " ,ve can
not have perfection at ten years old: I ought to 
be the more disconsolate parent of the hvo; for 
there my boy has been bullying me for the last 
hour.'' 

The horses and carriages now came round to 
the door; Fitzmaur's beautiful pony, in its gay 
,vhite trappings, with a side-saddle for Augusta, 
and Edward's for him to escort her. 

Fitzmaur's pony was called Prince; and it 
was so tame, that it would answer to its name. 
It ,vas in particularly high spirits that afternoon, 
and came prancing up to the door in a ·way that 
made Augusta feel rather timid. It would hardly 
stand still to let her mount; and she remained 
looking very undecided; ,vhile the coachman as
sured her again and again, "It's as quiet as a 
lamb, miss, when once you are on it." 

"Yes, if once I ,vas on it," answered Au
gusta; " but how am I to get on, if it ,von't 
:stand still?" 

" T think, my lord," said he, turning to Lord 
Fitzmaur, '' if your lordship was to speak to it, 
it ,voulcl know your voice.'' 
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Fitzmaur, who had been standing in the 
porch, feeling too sulky even to notice his fa
vourite, came forward at these ,crords to assist 
his cousin. The courtesy ,vhich had been an 
heirloom for nearly eight centuries proved too 
strong even for ill-humour; and begging Au
gusta not to be afraid, he patted his pony's 
sleek sides. 

"Fie, naughty Prince! stand still, Prince!" 
he said. 

At the sound of his master's voice the pretty 
creature stood still, pawed the ground, arched 
its proud neck, and looked as if conscious that 
the eyes of its young lord were proudly admir
ing it. Fitzmaur caressed it, bade it be a good 
pony, and that then he would feed it himself 
when he came home; to which discourse Prince 
replied by tossing his head. 

Iu the mean while, this altercation ,vith 
Prince had caused a slight delay, ,vhich ~Ir. 
Russell hoped would enable him to speak a 
few words to Alice before she and :\Iary joined 
the walking party. She, poor child, had ex
pressed a ,vish to remain behind ,vith Fitzmaur, 
-whom his father had forbidden to accompany 
them,-as she felt very little zest for amuse
ment; but l\Ir. Russell had dc;;ired hc>r not to do 
so. Nevertheless he longe;d to satisf)T his anxi-

11 
• 

lo 

IJl 
Ii 

:h 
01 

I 
l/1 



THE TRIAL. 95 

ous mind by a few minutes' conversation ,v1 th 
her; and for this purpose, seeing there ,vas some 
delay in starting, he called her to him; ,vhen, 
just as he ,vas about to ask her the meaning of 
all that had passed, he ,vas accosted by a strong 
voice behind him. 

"Glad to have a few minutes for a chat, sir; 
long time since ,ve have had that mutual plea
sure : you don't often visit Dawson Lodge. Yes, 
indeed, sad "·ork here," she added, seeing Alice; 
"but ,ve shall do better another time-sha'nt 
,ve, little one? and I ,-..-ill lend her a po11y ,vhen 
she is rery good." 

This ·was said with a patronising pat on the 
head to the child, and a confidential wink to the 
father. 

~Ir. Russell was in despair. In the hopes 
that there ,vas no human being utterly devoid 
of that sixth sense called tact, he answered, 
with a slight bo,,·, that he ,vas at that very 
moment "ishing to talk to his little girl about 
what had pa ·scd. Tact! as well might he look 
for French polish on a common labolU"er's shoes . 
... To; :\Ir ·. Dawson·s answer immediately ,vas, 
"You could n0t do better; indeed., I " ·as just 
going to say a few ,vords to you on that subject; 
indeeclJ in great part to express Lord and Lady 
De Courc) · sentiments, as ,vell as my o,vn.'' 
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It was a hopeless case. n1r. Russell made 
one other feeble attempt; but he found the 

lady's arm had firmly planted itself within his; 

and he felt her long nose very close to his ear, 
by which he knew she was beginning to be 
" confidential." Like the rest of his brother
hood, who (from whatever cause) seem always 
to be the easiest prey to talkative ladies, l\Ir. 
Russell ,vas comp1etely talked clown; and for 

full twenty minutes he had to listen to nirs. 
Dawson's expressions of sympathy, and patron
ising assurances that the little girl did not re
quire harshness; that both she and Lady De 
Courcy were of opinion that she had excellent 
dispositions; but that it was a great mistake to 
leave her with servants, as intimacy with infe
riors was dangerous; that it was a still greater 
mistake to seud her so often to the Castle, as 
intimacy with children in so elevated a position 

as the young Fitzmaurs was still more danger
ous; that a medium was the right thing; that 
she, Mrs. Dawson, knew well how little time 
lYir. Russell had to spare; that his position ,vas 
a trying one; and :finally, that she \Youlcl have 

the greatest possible pleasure in assisting him in 
looking out for a respectable goyerness - one, 
of course, who must be \Yilling to put up with 
a very small salary; and that meantime :she, 
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l\Irs. Dawson, would be delighted to receive 
Alice on a visit at her house, where, she added, 
" I could watch over the dear child as if she 
,vere my own." 

\Vhen, at last, the benevolent lady stopped 
to take breath, l\Ir. Russell contrived to edge in 
the words, "I should be sorry to trouble .... " 

"Oh, don't talk of the trouble, I pray, as I 
told Lady De Courcy, ,rho was telling me in 
confidence ... Oh, what a pretty pony-phaeton! 
look there ! '' 

The pony-phaeton, which had thus inter
rupted the thread of l\lrs. Dawson's discourse, 
was a particular favourite with all the children: 
it ,vas drawn by two pretty bay ponies, and was 
itself a graceful-looking thing, very low, and 
,vould just hold two persons. Lord De Courcy 
had ordered it for l\Iary and Alice, pai-tly to 
console them for not riding, and partly because 
he apprehended they might not be able to ,valk 
so fast as the rest of the party. 

l\'.Irs. Dm, sou and one or two other visitors 
now prepared to take their leave, as the inmates 
of the Castle seemed ready for their excursion. 

""\Ye will settle our little plan another time,'' 
said sh~, shaking hands ,rith l\fr. Russell. 

"Thank you,., he replied; " but I have not 
II 
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the least intention of getting a governess for 
Alice, at least not for some time." 

" Perhaps you ,vould like a lift in my car
riage, and then we might consider the matter 
further," continued 1\tirs. Dawson. 

"I am afraid I must decline your kindness," 
he answered; "for duty calls me first to Tho
mas :Miller close by, who is very ill, I fear dan
gerously, and then to some cottages at the very 
other encl of the parish. I suspect, therefore, 
that I shall not have my time quit~ at my own 
disposal." 

:,Yfrs. Dawson expressed great sympathy at 
his hard work, and then left the room. But 
just as her fatigued victim had thrown himself 
into a chair, and was beginning to breathe, her 
head peeped in again. 

" I should be too happy to be of use, if you 
would command my services. Perhaps you would 
like me to take your place by Thomas ::\Tiller, 
and then you might go at once to } our other 
cottages." 

vVith a smile which he could not r0.prcss, 1Ir. 
Russell rose, and said: " You arc very good; 
but I believe the poor man requires my personal 
attendance." 

"Do net ,vait for me," said J\Ir. Russell to 
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Lord De Courcy, as soon as the door had finally 
closed upon the lady ; " I mean to see you off." 

He hoped by this means to have a word ,vith 
Alice ; but it was too late: she and Mary had 
already placed themsekes in the phaeton, and 
had almost forgotten their annoyances in the 
pleasure now before them. Edward, too, had 
recovered his good-humour, and was parading 
about on his pony before the hall-door. One 
solitary being stood disconsolate and gloomy: it 
,vas Fitzmaur. The merriment of the others 
only increased his sulkiness; he thought himself 
extremely ill-used, and hung his head without 
speaking. He was roused by feeling something 
behind him; he looked round, and perceived that 
it was Prince rubbing his nose against his shoul
der, expecting to be taken notice of. Fitzmaur 
caressed it. 

"Dear me!" cried its frightened rider; " I 
didn't mean him to rub his nose against you: I 
can't make it go any way I wish.'' 

" Do not pull the bridle so hard,-you ,vill 
hurt its little mouth," cried Fitzmaur. 

The pony at this moment making a sharp 
turn round, Augusta gave a tremendous tug, 
grasping the pummel with the other hand. 

"You are trying to hurt it,-I see you are 
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-you little vixen!" screamed Fitzmaur, almost 
choking. 

"I am not a vixen," retorted Augusta, half 
crying. " I do believe you ,vould like to see 
me fall off, merely because you could not ride 
yourself with Alice." 

In greater anger, Fitzmaur was just exclaim
ing: " You nasty, spiteful little . . .. " vd1en 
the strong voice of his father checked his words. 

"Go out of my sight this irn:tant, mnrorthy 
boy!" were the words pronounced; "and do not 
presume to speak to any of the party again/' 

This was too much for Fitzrnaur; he rushed 
off where he could best conceal himself from 
view, and, thrmving himself upon the grass, 
sobbed aloud. 

He had not been in that position long, ,vhen 
he heard a voice calling him by name. He buried 
his face still further in his hands, and ans,vered, 
" I cannot come now : who "\Y,mts me ?'' 

"Fitzmaur ! Fitzmaur !" repeated the voice. 
The boy looked up: it ,Yas )fr. Russell. 
" "\Vhy do you run away from me ?" he 

asked ; " I haye not yet thanked you for your 
kindness to my daughter, and for the ride you 
haYe been so long preparing for her." 

Surprised at being addressed in so different 
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a tone from \Vhat he expected, Fitzmaur rose, 
and answered : " You have not much to thank 
me for; no good has come of it." 

"Still I thank you for your kind intentions," 
returned the clergyman. 

"You would not," replied Fitzmaur, " if 
you knew how little I deserved to be thanked." 

" I have gathered that there has been some 
little misunderstanding," said Mr. Russell; "and 
I should be glad to learn from you the parti
culars, as I fear my daughter has been involved 
in it." 

"Oh, she has had nothing to do with it," 
answered Fitzmaur; " she has only been disap
pointed, and borne it like an angel: I am the 
only one in fault." 

" Lord De Courcy and others have the im
pression," replied l\Ir. Russell, "that Alice has 
encouraged you to disobey your father." 

"I will certainly undeceive them all, then," 
said Fitzmaur; "I do not know how they could 
fancy such a thing. She was wishing to give 
up, and would have offered to do so, only she 
was afraid of making my fault appear worse if 
she did. She urged me to submit, and I was 
almost cross to her.'' 

To this the clergyman remarked (an invo
luntary glow of pleasure passing over his brow·), 
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"But ·why, since you only ,vished to do Alice 

a kindness, did you not yield, upon finding her 

ready to do so?" 
Fitzmaur hung his head, and answered no

thing. 
"Confess, my dear boy," continued his friend, 

" that it ,vas a feeling of ill-temper that actuated 

you, and made you so rebellious to your father." 

l\Ir. Russell's kindness had melted Fitzmaur's 

sulkiness, as the mid-day sun thaws the icicles 

from the trees, and turned it into tears of peni

tence. He related at length the ,vhole affair, 

from the time of his first planning to giYe Alice 

the ride. He then confessed, that when Au

gusta expressed a wish to ride, and that Lord 

De Courcy insisted upon his giving up to her 

his pony, he felt so much anger and ill-will, 

that the wish to give Alice a pleasure ceased to 

be the predominant feeling in his mind ; that 

opposition only strengthened these bad feelings; 

and that the more displeased his father became, 

the more resolved he ,Yas to have his own way. 

"I felt so proYokecl," he continued, "that 

the least contradiction, e,·en the most kindly 

meant, made me worse. I should probably have 

quarrelled with A.lice quite as much as "ith any 

one, if she had th,varted me. And that i::. why 

I said you had no reason to thank me, because 
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I was not thinking of her all the time, though 
I was at :first." 

" I am glad you are sufficiently candid to 
admit that," answered Mr. Russell. 

" But do you not think," asked FitzmaU1·, 
" that it \Vas rather hard upon me, after taking 
so much pains to get my pony trained to carry 
a hdy, to be disappointed, and to have my pro
perty forcibly given to another?" 

"I can understand its having annoyed you 
very much at first," answered Mr. Russell. 

"And again, just now," continued Fitzmaur, 
"papa sent me away quite angrily, when really 
I was only calling out because I was afraid Au
gusta \vould hlll·t my pretty little Prince." 

"Yes," returned l\fr. Russell, " I saw what 
passed; your father only happened to hear your 
rough words ; so, perhaps, he may have thought 
you were giving way to angry feelings without 
any provocation at all." 

" Then you do think I had some cause to 
be vexed?" asked Fitzmaur. 

" I think," replied Mr. Russell, " as I told 
you before, that you had reason to feel disap
pointed; but I cannot understand how any one, 
with the slightest degree of self-control, could 
be capable of acting as you have done. You 
may depend upon it, the command of your fa-
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ther, even if severe, does not make your con
duct in the least excusable. You have been 
guilty of three faults: disobedience, selfishness, 
and ill-temper." 

"I know I did wrong," said Fitzmaur; "but 
it is very difficult when one feels hurt, and fancies 
oneself in the right, not to be a little angry." 

" You may be quite sure," returned his mo
nitor, "that when you are angry, you are not 
wholly in the right, however much you may 
fancy it; for there is something in the consci
ou~ness of being right, that brings peace of 
mind, and then people are not disposed to be 
angry. Then as to its being difficult to restrain 
such impetuosity, that I am ready to admit. I 
ahrays told you that self-denial was difficult, 
but you would hardly belieYe me; you assured 
me, upon a day's trial, that it was perfectly 

" easy. 
Fitzmaur looked very much ashamed when 

that subject was introduced; and replied, " I 
was not thinking about self-denial this after
noon; in fact, I did not expect it would be in 
that sort of thing- I am afraid I don't explain 
myself clearly." 

""'\Vhy, not very," said ::\Ir. Russell, smiling; 
"but I think I am conjuror enough to tell you 
your thoughts better than you can tell them to me. 
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You fancied, that if it had been a ride for your
self ,vhich you were required to give up, the 
thought of exercising self-denial vrnukl have 
occurred to you; but that, as the pleasure was 
for another, it could not be an omission of that 
virtue to persist in having your own ,va y. In 
~hort, you sheltered yourself under the imaginary 
merit of doing a kinclness to another, while, in 
reality, you ,vere indulging your pride and stub
bornness." 

"Exactly," cried Fitzmaur; " you have just 
put my thoughts into good words." 

" That is the ,-.;-ay," returned the clergy
man, "in which people deceive themsekes; not 
children only, but all of us. "\Ve are so apt to 
imagine that the particular case, in which we 
are called upon to exercise a virtue, is an ex
ception to the general rule, and does not re
quire the self-sacrifice which conscience suggests 
to us. ...\ml thus we lose golden opportunities 
of serYing God and improring ourselves. For 
instance, you could not have had a better op
portunity than you had to-day of practis
in,.., self-denial, but you missed it. For obedi
ence to a superior i' such a bounden duty, that, 
in general, we can hardly consider it a voluntary 
act of self-denial, when we merely obey; but 
when the command ,ve rcceirn is founded upon 
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a mistake, or misapprehension in him who gives 
it, and causes us an undeserved disappointment, 
then, if we obey cheerfully and implicitly, it 
is, as the Apostle terms it, praiseworthy. Then 
the worst part of your conduct I have not yet 
touched upon, namely, disrespect to a parent. 
The sin of this is so glaring, that I need hardly 
point it out to you; indeed, I am sure that you 
must have been quite carried away by your tem
per before you could be capable of so erring. 
I must say that, in general, you are remarkable 
for the reverse of this fault. Nothing can ex
cuse disobedience or disrespect to a parent, not 
even harshness or injustice on his part; whereas, 
on the present occasion, your father ,vas neither 
harsh nor unjust." 

" I see, indeed," replied the penitent boy, 
'' that I have done very, very wrong. I am 
afraid, when you think of the letter I \\Tote 
you last night, you will look upon me as a 
hypocrite." 

"Oh, no," said lVIr. Russell; "I am sure you 
meant and felt all you said at the time; but you 
over-rated your own strength, and trusted too 
much to yourself. You ,vill be wiser another 
time." 

" Yes, truly," Fitzmaur replied; " I shall 
not again, in a hurry, be so sure of doing right. 
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I am afraid I have made papa very angry; and 
then dear mamma, too, looked so sad, and 
so annoyed: I cannot bear grieving her. And 
Mary, too, cried; and Alice was unhappy; and 
Edward got into a scrape on my behalf. What 
mischief my temper has caused ; how I have 
spoiled every one's pleasure!" Tear after tear 
rolled down his cheeks as he enumerated the 
effects of his fault. 

" It is true," said Mr. Russell ; " no one 
can do wrong without more or less extending 
the consequences of his fault beyond himself. 
But now you must try to make up for it." 

" That I will indeed, - I wish I could, - I 
,vill do any thing you tell me," exclaimed the 
boy, with eagerness. 

"In the first place, then," returned the clergy
man, "you must be really penitent, and resolve 
to do differently another time; and you must 
pray to God to forgive you, and to help you to 
keep your resolutions. Then you must remem
ber your fault for some time, and let the recol
lection of it make you very humble, very gentle 
to others, very careful not even to wish for the 
best of anything, feeling yourself undeserving of 
any gratification: this must be your --roluntary 
punishment. Then those consequences of your 
fault, which will come ,vhether you wish it or 
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not, you must bear with patience, humility, and 
cheerfulness. For instance ; your father will 
probably punish you (for your own sake I hope 
he will): even if he seem to you more severe 
than you deserve, be humble and submissive. 
Perhaps, also, your aunt and cousin ·will feel 
piqued with you, and instead of sympathising 
·with you, and being sorry for you, they may 
possibly be glad to see you punished; --in that 
case, mind you are humble, gentle, and for
giving, remembering how much more you have 
to be forgiven. Do not retort, if you are pro
voked; but try to re-establish yourself in eYery 
body's opinion, by extra good-humour and ami
ability." 

" If you were in papa's place, what punish
ment would you impose?'' asked Fitzmaur. 

" '\Vhy, truly," replied ::\Ir. Russell, half 
laughing, " I am not prepared to say; pro
bably I should deprive you of your pony for a 
month. But tell me, my dear boy, are you 
willing to submit to these possible consequences 
of your fault?" 

" Yes," replied Fitzmaur, " I \Yill submit 
to lrhatever comes to me as patiently as I can. 
Do you think that by doing so, I can in any 
way make amends for 111) wrong temper?" 

" I believe," answered ::\Ir. Russell, "that 

1 
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if you are really sorry for your fault, and prove 
your sorrow by acts of penitence, God, for His 
Son's sake, will receive you, and bless you; and 
you ,,·ill be an object of rejoicing to His good 
angels. Goel bless you, my child!" 

Fitzmaur and his friend had by this time 
walked on some way ; and the cottage to which 
the latter ,vas bound ,vas now close by. They 
had reached a spot where the path through the 
wood joined the road, and here they were to 
part. They shook hands most warmly; and 
the penitent boy, looking up through his tears, 
was soothed and encouraged by the affectionate 
smile ,vith which l\Ir. Russell took leave of him: 
" You have made me so much happier," he said, 
with gratitude. 

Another fervent " God bless you ! " and in a 
few minutes J\fr. Russell was out of sight. 

How much more peaceful Fitzmaur felt 
nmv ! He was, of course, still painfully con
scious of having done ,vrong; but he felt for
given. He sauntered slmdy through the wood; 
the path lay at the height of some hundred feet 
above the river,-here and there an opening 
discovered a beautiful view of hills and valleys 
beyond; and, as he advanced, the wood became 
more and more open, and the character of the 
scenery more rocky and precipitous. Still the 
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boy wandered on,-now stopping to throw a peb
b1e into the ,vater, now plucking an oak-apple, 
and shooting it like a marble ; but all the while 
his thoughts deeply occupied, pondering over 
,rhat had passed and "·hat was to come. " I 
am resolved," said he to himself, "that I ·will 
follow implicitly l\1r. Russell's advice. If Au
gusta teases me about ·'i"rhat has happened, I 
,vill be good-humoured ; nay more, ,...-hether she 
does or not, I ,,ill beg her pardon for being 
rude to her. Stay, can I do that? it will be so 
very difficult. And then, she really "·as a little 
to blame; why should she not meet me half way? 
:X o, no ; there I am again trying to shirk the very 
thing that ,vould be a self-denial. X o, I will 
do it; I shall feel ashamed, and, I daresay, look 
like a foo1; but I will do it. \Yell then, if papa 
is angry "·ith me, I will be very submissive, and 
try to feel more sorry for the fault than for the 
punishment. But perhaps he "·ill not puni h 
me, he is so kind; and that dear }:Iary ,vill 
coax him, and persuade him to forgiYe me; and 
so perhaps, ,vhen he sees me penitent, he will 
forgive me, and I shall have no punishment. 
That ,ron't do. l\ir. Russell said, he, in papa's 
place, ,vould deprive me of my pony for a 
month' ; and added, that he hoped, for my sake, 
that papa ll'Ould punish me (I ,vonder vd1y ?). 
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vVeU then, if papa is so very kind as to let me 
off, I will, of my own accord, give up my pony 
for a month,-at least, perhaps not for a whole 
month,-I will ask Mr. Russell, if it need be 
for a whole month. But, at any rate, I will give 
it up for some little time ; and I will let Ed
ward haYe the first ride with Alice, instead of 
me. Then I will try to be so humble and good
natured to every one!" 

Such were the reflections and resolutions 
which Fitzmaur made during his solitary walk; 
he was so eager and enthusiastic, that as he 
made them he almost bounded along. But all of 
a sudden he stopped short. " Suppose I break 
all these resolutions, as I did my last! How 
am I to be sure that I shall not?" This thought 
appalled him for a moment, but only for a mo
ment. He looked round to see if any one was 
coming; then kneeling clown upon a stone over
grown with moss, he joined his hands, and rais
ing them to heaven, prayed to the good God for 
strength to keep his resolutions. I--Ie had taken 
off his straw hat when he knelt clown, and. laid 
it by his side; and the breeze ble,v back his 
light curls from his forehead, and fanned his 
flushed face; there was nothing to disturb his 
thoughts in that lonely spot. Lonely, did I 
say? Do not suppose that I meant he was 
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alone. Could his eyes haye been opened, he 
,voulcl have beheld blessed beings near him, 
waiting to carry his prayer to the throne of 
grace. No one ever yet knelt down to say a 
prayer, and was alone. 

How happy and light-hearted Fitzmaur felt 
when he rose from his knees ! IIe walked or 
ran,-all sadness dissipated; and the passer-by, 
who heard his merry whistling, would little deem 
how lately he had been in tears. He had wan
dered on without much considering where he 
was going; and now he was fairly out of the 
wood, and was on the rocky path ,vh.ich he 
knew to be not far from the water-fall, where 
the rest of the party ,vere. " I had better not 
go on, lest I should stumble on some of them; 
and then papa might think I had come to join 
the party, in spite of his prohibition." Thus 
reasoned Fitzmaur, and stopped a minute to look 
about him. It was too late to go back through 
the wood-that was the longest "·ay; he looked 
at his watch,-" It is near seven o'clock," he 
said to himself; " they must have passed before 
this, -it is near their drcssing-tirne,-so I may 
as well get down upon the road." The boy re
sumed his whistling as he descended the side 
of the rocky hill ,vhich ,vould bring him down 
upon the road. But in a few minutes he saw 
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the pony-phaeton driving rapidly along the road 
beneath him; and he could distinctly see that 
lVI:ary and Alice had resigned their places in it 
to Lady Charles and her daughter. " She is 
soon tired of her ride," said the boy to himself. 
Scarcely had he uttered, or rather thought, the 
words, than he saw his favourite Newfoundland 
dog, by name Hector, that had set off walking 
·with Lord De Courcy, bounding up the rocks 
to meet him. "You faithful Hector!" said he, 
stooping to caress him, " have you traced me 
here ? that shews the walkers cannot be far off, 
so I ,vill wait till they have passed." The dog, 
instead of returning his caress as usual, pulled 
him by the coat. " "\Vhat is the matter?" said 
its young master. "Why, Hector, how is this? 
there is blood upon you! My poor dog, have 
you been hurt?" The dog only wagged his tail, 
and pulled him all the harder by the coat. Fitz
ma1u examined his favourite very closely, but 
could find no wound anywhere ; there were only 
a fevi· marks of blood upon its feet. " You are 
not hurt yourself, you dog," said the boy, "but 
you have trodden in blood; where can you have 
been?" On a sudden, like an electric shock, 
darted a horrible thought through the boy's 
mind-I say like an electric shock, for the 
idea was rapid and withering, like the scath-

I 



114 THE TRIAL. 

ing flash of lightning. " They haYe met with 
some accident!" he exclaimed aloud. The dog 
seemed to understand him, for he ceased pulling 
him, and trotted on, looking round to see if his 
master was following. "Suppose something has 
happened to mamma !" ·was Fitzmaur's first ex
clamation; then clasping his hands, " Oh, that 
it may not be mamma !" 

Swifter than an arrow darted the boy; from 
rock to rock he bounded ,vith incredible speed
the mountain-goat would have lagged behind. 
Poor Hector, with his double proportion of legs, 
could not keep a-head of him, and so gave up all 
attempts at guiding him. Fitzmaur was down 
upon the road sooner than words can tell it, and 
then almost flew along towards the waterfall. But 
he was checked in his course by meeting :i\1ary 
and Alice, walking slowly towards home; and 
Edward, leading his pony, ,valking beside them. 

"Oh, pray tell me quickly, what has hap
pened," cried Fitzmaur; "is any one hurt?" 

" No · no one is hm·t " answered Edward · ' ' ' "but Augusta has had a fall." 
"I am glad it is nothing ,vorse," replied the 

other; " was she not at all hurt?'' 
" No, not at all, but terribly frightened; 

and Lady Charles, of course, almo::;t in fits, and 
hindering every one, instead of helping .. , 
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So spoke Edward; and his brother, relieved 
from his fears, stopped a moment or two to rest. 
While doing so, he perceived traces of tears on 
Mary's countenance ; and he remarked to him
self, that they all seemed very dull and sad, and 
not at all like people returning from a pleasant 
excurs1011. He did not like to ask his sister 
point-blank, why she was crying, for fear of re
newing her disposition to cry; so he began by 
inquiring where the rest of the party were ; and 
he learned that his mother and the other ladies, 
with one of the gentlemen, had gone home an
other way; and that his father and one or two 
others were remaining behind with Prince. A 
new idea now darted through Fitzmaur's mind, 
as he recollected the marks of blood on the 
dog's feet ; not, indeed, quite so dreadful as 
the former, but still very painful; and he ex
claimed, ·with a faltering voice, " vVhere is 
Prince? what has happened to him?" This 
was the very question which touched the spring 
of 1\Iary's tears - they gathered fast into her 
eyes ; and the effort she made to command her 
voice and answer her brother brought them in 
streams clown her cheeks. She gave up the 
attempt, and turned away. Poor perplexed 
Fitzmaur appealed to Ed·ward, but his head 
was buried in his pony's neck. No one seemed 
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able to explain but Alice; and yet, if any one 
could have looked in to her breast, perhaps he 
would have found that her grief was the deepest 
and most sincere of all,-for she had the painful 
consciousness, that all the misfortunes of this un
fortunate day were caused by the wish to please 
her; and though grateful for the good-will she\vn 
her, she heartily wished herself in the retire
ment of the Rectory, stitching by Nurse Roberts' 
side. But it was, perhaps, the number of days 
she had in her little life spent thus, stitching, 
·with no one to speak to but her nurse or the 
cat, that had taught her to repress her feelings. 
At all events, she had that sincere desire to 
mitigate the grief of others, that she had barely 
time to think of her own. On the present oc
casion this was serviceable : she slid her arm 
round her friend, and quietly drawing him away 
from the others, she made a sign to them to go 
on their way home--wards, while she turned back 
with him. "Dear Fitzmaur," she then said, "I 
fear you will be very unhappy; but it is better 
to know the whole truth. I fear your pony is 
very much hurt." 

"How is he hurt?" said the poor boy, hardly 
able to command his voice. 

" I wilJ tel1 you how it all happened," said 
Alice. " No one is to blame ; it is one of those 
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things which, I suppose my father would say, 
should be borne with patience and good-temper. 
I have been trying to do so; but I cannot tell 
you how unhappy I am for you." 

Now this casual way of alluding to her fa
ther had just the very effect Alice wished for; 
it recalled to Fitzmaur's mind all his conversa
tions with Mr. Russell, and especially the one 
he had had that afternoon; and conscience whis
pered, that this was a just punishment. As he 
did not speak, this thought had time to strength
en, while Alice told the circumstances. 

" We had all got safe and sound past the 
waterfall,-we had admired the view from the top 
of the hill,-and Augusta and Edward seemed 
to enjoy their ride very much. Thus far all was 
well ; Augusta had got over her nervousness, 
and Prince had behaved extremely well. But 
it was then proposed to go down the other side 
of the hill, to get to the foot of that on which 
is the ruined tower ;-you know that side of the 
hill is very rocky, and there is no road; one has 
to ,vind clown a steep, craggy path, and to pass 
that narrow bit close to the cave, which the 
common people about call the Penitent's Cave 
(I never could think why). It was at first de
bated ' whether the riders had not better dis
mount, and Augusta was very willing to do 
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whate-ver was wished; but as you and Edward 
had often been down that way on your ponies, 
it was pronounced quite safe. However, after 
we had gone a little way, one of the gentle
men said he would lead Augusta's pony by the 
reins, as it might be safer. This was the most 
unfortunate thing he could have thought of, 
though he meant it so goodnaturecUy. Prince 
was going very well, and probably would have 
gone on equally well, for he was always a sure
footed little animal-I have heard you say, he 
never tripped in his life ; but directly he felt 
the bridle touched, he indignantly tossed his 
head, and began to trot, so that the gentleman 
did not catch hold of it. Augusta became 
frightened, and pulled the reins so suddenly, 
as to check his pace, and make him lose his 
footing. He fell down on his knees upon a 
sharp piece of rock, and Augusta ,vent over his 
head. She \Vas not hurt, for she quite cleared 
the rock, and fell upon a bed of moss beneath ; 
but poor Prince fractured his leg, and in rolling 
over, severely lacerated his side." 

" Cannot he be cured?" faltered Fitzmaur. 
" Oh, I cannot say how much I hope it," 

exclaimed Alice ; " but I will not conceal the 
truth from you. I heard Lord De Courcy say, 
it was impossible." 
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Fitzmaur did not speak another word-tear 
after tear rolled dmvn his cheeks; but as his 
companion knew how much he disliked to be 
seen crying, she took no notice ; and shortly 
after, turned back to join Mary and Edward. 
"\Vhen he reached the spot on the brow of the 
hill, the first object that met the eyes of the 
sorrowful boy was his favourite Prince, stretched 
upon the ground, with a pool of blood by his 
side, and one of the gentlemen examining the 
legs. Lord De Courcy was standing with his 
arms folded, looking very disconsolate. The 
coachman vrns not there. 

" This is sad indeed, my boy," said the fa
ther, when he saw his son; " I am sorry for 
you, very sorry indeed." 

The boy was a little soothed by this kind 
,vay of speaking, and replied, " Is there nothing 
that can be done ?" 

" :N" othing, I grieve to say; nothing. We 
have examined him closely,-you see both the 
legs are fractured, and one in a shocking man
ner ; the poor animal is in intense pain -he 
could not possibly walk again ; the most merci
ful thing to do is to put him out of suffering. 
I have sent the coachman for my gun." 

" 0 papa, papa! -is it so bad as that?" 
Fitzmaur knelt do-wn by his pet, and stroked 
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its head; at the sound of his young master's 
voice, poor Prince looked up ; and it seemed. to 
the boy as if he pleaded with him to ease his 
pain,-he raised his neck, as if to court the ac
customed caress; but his sides were heaving, as 
in agony. When Fitzmaur saw the pain he was 
in, and the horrible state of the fracture, he 
fully felt the justice of his father's remark; and, 
giving his pony one last kiss, in a low voice said, 
" Good bye, poor Prince." The coachman was 
now in sight. 

" Come away, my dear boy," said Lord De 
Courcy; "there is no use harrowing up your 
feelings by looking at this; in a few minutes 
he will be out of pain." 

Slowly and sadly Fitzmaur returned home 
with his father, and neither spoke for some 
time. The father was really grieved for ·what 
had happened; though he had been angry with 
his son previously, he never wished him to have 
such a real cause for regret and sorrow. In fact, 
the sympathy he felt with him, and the pain it 
had given him to witness the suffe1ings of the 
poor animal, had almost effaced from his recol
lection the transgression of the afternoon. Not 
so, however, with Fitzmaur himself. During 
his silent walk he ,,·as reflecting upon his fault, 
his conversation with Mr. Russell, his own re-
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solutions, and his prayer. " God is helping me 
to keep my resolutions," said he to himself. "I 
thought a month would be too long for a pen
ance; now I have lost my pony for ever. I 
forgot to take up the cross myself to-day, and 
now a heavier one is laid upon me. I shall, 
however, have an opportunity of making up for 
my fault by bearing this well." His reflections 
,vere interrupted by his father. 

" It must be all over now," said Lord De 
Courcy. 

" Poor Prince!" faintly answered Fitzmaur. 
"Papa," said he, when they had reached the 
house-door, " I hope you will forgive me for 
my fault to-day; I look upon this as a punish
ment, and I feel that I deserve it." 

"Forgive you!" exclaimed his father, sur
prised and gratified, " yes, my boy, I forgive 
you with all my heart ; God bless you." As he 
said this, he shook him heartily by the hand. 

Fitzmaur then explained to his father his 
error respecting Alice. Lord De Courcy seemed 
quite pleased at having his mistake removed; 
and exclaimed, impatiently, "It's all that most 
stupid woman!" 

Fearful of delaying to put his resolutions 
into practice, Fitzmaur then at once repaired 
to his cousin's room: he found her on the sofa, 
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and his mother and Lady Charles sitting by her. 
"You are not hurt, I hope," said he, on enter
ing the room. 

" 0 Fitzmaur !" exclaimed Augusta, the in
stant she saw him; "it is not my fault, indeed 
it is not; and I am so very, very sorry for your 
misfortune." The poor child looked sincere. 

" No, I am sure it was not your fault," re
turned her cousin; "and I am glad you are not 
hurt. Augusta .... " continued he, hesitating, 
and a deep crimson covering his handsome fea
tures, " I am sorry I was so rude to you this 
afternoon ; will you forgive me ?" 

" 0 Fitzmaur, I wish I had not spoiled yam· 
pleasure; I never will be cross to you again." 
Augusta said this in all sincerity; but good feel
ings are transient when they are not founded 
upon principle. 

" My noble boy!" said his mother, folding 
him in her arms. Fitzmaur laid his head on 
that beloved shoulder, ·which in infancy had been 
his pillow ; her arm was round his waist, and 
her cheek rested on his head. 

Young reader, believe me, at that moment 
be felt happy, though Prince ,vas dead. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE QUEEN. 

So~rn days had passed since poor Prince's death; 
cheerfulness had been quite restored to the little 
party at the Castle; Fitzmaur was in some mea
sure consoled for the loss of his pony, and spent 
his leisure time in his favourite pursuit of :fish
ing, or in playing with his companions. Alice 
generally joined the party in the afternoon, when 
her friends had finished the business of the day. 

On one "uch afternoon, while a tedious and 
violent shower of rain detained the juvenile party 
in the house, a little conversation took place, 
,vhich shall be here recorded. They were in 
the play-room; the little girls were diligently 
henn::ning and sewing their dolls' things, and had 
pronounced an occasional rainy day to be very 
convenient for getting on with business. The 
boys had been to the window, if once, at least 
fifty times, declaring each time that "it must 
give mer soon-it could not go on so all day;" 
and at last Fitzmaur, ,vith a yawn, which seemed 
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like the relinquishment of his character as a 
prophet, had thrown himself in a reclining pos
ture upon the rocking-horse, with his back sup
ported by the neck, and his face to the tail. 
But Edward-oh, let us not attempt to de
scribe him ; for if we see him at oue end of the 
room one minute, it is the most certain sign 
that he will be at the other end the next. He 
had successively broken two pairs of scissors and 
unwound three balls of cotton by :fidgeting; and 
now, lying on his back on the floor, with his 
knees in the air, he drawled out, "What a bore 
needlework must be! how I should dislike it!" 

"So should I, I almost think," replied Alice, 
laughing, "if I had always to pick up my cotton 
so often as I have doue to-day." 

It must be admitted, that the customs of 
the world, by assigning politics to mankind and 
needlework to womankind, have equally distri
buted the powers of doing mischief- decreeing 
that the former should effect it vi·ith then: :fin
gers, and the latter with their tongues. 

" I hope it will not rain like this on my 
birthday," said Fitzmaur. 

" That is looking rather too forward," re
plied his sister. 

"But, Fitzrnaur," exclaimed Edward, as a 
new idea seemed to pass through his mind, 
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" there is one most important point respecting 
your birthday which you have forgotten." 

"Pray remind me of it, then." 
"You may remember you are to be king of 

the day: you ought to have a queen." 
"I assure you," returned the future mon

arch, "I had not forgotten it; I had not only 
resolved to have a queen, but I had even settled 
\Vho she should be." 

" Have you asked the lady's consent?" said 
Augusta; "for that seems to be a preliminary 
you do not think much about." 

"I am sure the lady of my choice will not 
refuse to be my queen," replied Fitzmaur; "and, 
by the by, Antoinette told me she knew how to 
make a very pretty crown of flowers: she shall 
make it now, that ,ve may see if we like it; and 
then I will place it upon the head of my queen." 

The French maid, being called down, and 
supplied with the requisite flowers, in a short 
time framed a really pretty wreath in the form 
of a crown, ,vhich, she said, when tied ,vith 
gold twist, ,vo1lld have a very good effect. The 
children were all Yery much pleased with it, and 
made her promise to have one ready for the birthday. 

" .I..~ ow then," cried Fitzmaur, holding the 
wreath high in the air, when it had been duly 



126 THE QUEEN, 

handled by all, " which is the head worthiest to 
h . "" wear t 1s crown r 

There were two little rivals present, each of 
whom thought herself the worthiest, and fully 
expected the crown to descend upon her head; 
and two little hearts were unconsciously har
bouring feelings of ambition, not unmixed with 
vanity; and one there was, not thinking about 
herself at all, but whose dark beaming eyes were 
looking up with eager curiosity to see on which 
of the other two the crown would rest. 

" Bright lady, will you deign to be my 
queen?" said Fitzmaur, kneeling with mimic 
gallantry, and placing the wreath upon Alice's 
head. 

"Long live Queen Alice!" shouted Edward. 
"l\Ie a queen!" exclaimed ... \.lice, with real 

surprise ; " oh, how funny to see me a queen ! 
how my father will laugh!" And the blushing 
girl laughed most unfeignedly at the notion of 
her intended dignity. 

" Why should you not be a queen ?" asked 
Fitzmaur; " you look like the queen of the 
gipseys," he continued, retreating a few paces 
to look at the effect of the reel flowers among 
her dark curls. 

" Dat do suit l\fiss Alice vary well," said 
the French maid ; " de red, wid de green leaf, 
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do shew off de dark eyes; but I do tink it would 
also suit Miladi :VIary." 

" Oh, yes, let us try it on Mary!" cried the 
boys. 

The wreath was placed upon their sister's 
head; and there could indeed be no doubt re
specting its suitability. The dark green among 
the rich fair tresses, and the straight line of fea
tures descending from the marble brow on which 
the garland rested, gave to the little maiden a 
classic and truly queen-like beauty. 

" Oh, <lat is just de ting!" exclaimed the 
French maid. 

" l\Iary looks like a real queen," said Alice ; 
" she ,vould be a much better one than I can 
be-I should not know what to say ; and Mary 
looks as if she was born to be a queen." 

" Yes," replied Fitzmam·, " l\1ary would 
make a tolerable queen ; but I mean you to 
be my queen on my birthday. You know the 
queen will not have much to do : all the power 
and consequence will be in the king." 

Alice made no further objection after so 
very chiYalrous a speech. She recollected that 
Fitzmaur had been disappointecl not long before 
in his wish to give her a pleasure, and she would 
not thwart him again: besides, she rather liked 
the prospect of her intended dignity; she felt 
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that, with so many friends around her, she 
should not be so painfully shy as usual, and 
there could be nothing else to mar the pleasure 
of temporary royalty; so she acquiesced, and 
nothing more was said for a few minutes. 

J\Iary was slightly disappointed; she thought 
it would have been natural for her brother to 
have made her his queen, and it was just the 
sort of thing she ,voulcl have liked ; for one of 
her foibles was, the wish to be very much no
ticed, and to take the lead in every thing. She 
felt, therefore, a little hurt, but very little; for 
she was well pleased that Alice should have 
the pleasure. She had no jealousy; and, by the 
time Antoinette had left the room, taking away 
the envied wreath, she had almost reasoned her
self into good-humour. Almost, I say; for her 
self-control had not time to perfect itself, when 
all her good thoughts were dissipated by a re
mark of Augusta's :-" Alice will be the young 
lady of the house, I suppose, on that day; and 
J\!Iary and I shall be her maids of honour.:' 

J\1ary's brmv clouded over at these ,vorc1s. 
She to be put aside in her own home, and an
other to receive all the honours which were her 
own due ! and this, too, when the house ,vould 
be full of company ! The idea ,vas intolerable. 
J\Iary changed colour, bit her lips, and hung 
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her head to conceal her displeasure; but she 
answered nothing. 

"\Vhy did Augusta make so foolish a remark? 
did she not know that it was just the thing most 
likely to irritate 1\fary? Yes, she knew it full 
well ; and that was the very reason she said it. 
But why did she say it? From this unworthy 
motive :-Augusta had also fully made up her 
mind that she should have been queen of the 
day; she had settled it all in her own thoughts 
most satisfactorily; and she had been dwelling 
with great pleasure upon the smart dress she 
should wear, the great attentions she should re
ceive, and all the pretty things that would be 
said to her. She had not for an instant calcu
lated upon Alice stepping thus over her head; 
she had indeed admitted the possibility of Mary 
being first in her father's house, but then she 
thought it more likely that the post of honour 
should be yielded to a visitor, and that in that 
case, of course, it would be to her. "\Vhen, there
fore, she sa-w Alice so deliberately preferred to 
her, before her face, she was filled ·with envy 
and anger. She would have cared le5s if it had 
been 1Iary; but Alice-the object of her jea
lousy, and such a little simple, unpretending 
thing-to be set above the daughter of Lady 
Charles Fitzmaur, the heiress of a hundred 
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thousand pounds !-oh, it was too bad! Thus 
reasoned Augusta to herself; but she did not 
dare express her feelings openly, Echrard and 
Fitzmaur would have quizzed her; so she could 
only vent her indignation in secret; and she had 
a strong desire to make :Mary, as well as herself~ 
quarrel ,vith their little rival. 

Perhaps, at first, some of my young readers 
,vill be disposed to think this too naughty of 
Augusta to be natural; but it is to be feared 
that the case is not so unusual as one might wish. 
Perhaps even many, who would at first suppose 
themselves incapable of such a fault, on closer 
self- examination might discover feelings very 
similar to Augusta's ,vi thin their own breasts. 
They do not originally spring from malice, but 
from vanity, or self-love, which begets so many 
other Yices. Love of admiration produces envy, 
and this causes ill-humour; and when once a 
bad temper is indulged, people arc capable of 
almost any sin. Seeing, then, that her cousin 
looked annoyed, but answered nothing, Augusta 
continued, '' How shou]d you like to be maid of 
honour, :Mary?" 

" :Me a maid of honour ! " exclaimed ::\Iary, 
tossing her head. 

"Yes, maid of honour to Queen Alice," 
continued Augusta pcrseyeriugly. 
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" That I certainly shall not be," replied 
Mary. 

"Nor I," said the other; "so I am afraid 
Queen Alice will have no attendants." 

"I'll tell you what, young ladies," said Ed
ward, with a quizzing wink, "the cat is out of 
the bag." 

""\Vhat do you mean?" asked they. 
"vVhy, I mean," said he, "that two certain 

young ladies are envious and jealous that they 
are not to be queens." 

This was rather too provoking. 
"\Yhat business have you to say that we 

are jealous?" exclaimed l\:Iary, looking very 
angry. 

"And, pray, ,vhat right have you to suppose 
we wish to be queens?" addecl Augusta. 

" It looks rather like it," replied Edward, 
in the pause of a tune he was whistling. 

" I am sure Fitzmaur may please himself," 
replied l\Iar). " I do not care about it, though 
every body has said that I ought to be queen." 

"Every body!" repeated Fitzmaur; " pray, 
who is every body?" 

"Oh, a good many people-l\Irs. Dawson 
for one." 

":\Irs. Dawson!" exclaimed Fitzmaur; "l\Irs. 
Dawson! who ever heard her quotecl before, 
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except as the personification of a bore? If any 
thing was likely to determine me against hav
ing a queen, it would be l\Irs. Dawson's having 
chosen her." 

"I do not see why you should be so virulent 
against l\Irs. Dawson," remarked l\tiary. 

"No," said Augusta; "you are always abus
ing her ; and really she seems to me very good
natured." 

"Oh, very!" returned Ed\vard, mimicking 
her voice, and pretending to turn round to some 
one confidentially; "sweet little dears, ma'am! 
charming children, ma'am ! A hundred thou
sand pounds, ma'am! fine thing indeed, ma'am! 
you know, ma'am, all entailed upon her !-It is 
easy to divine why Augusta is so fond of 1Irs. 
Da\vson; she is always ,vhispering to some one, 
loud enough for Aunt Charle:s or Augusta to 
hear, something about the hundred thousand 
pounds." 

"And I suppose l\.1ary likes her," said Fitz
maur, laughing heartily at hi brother':s chollery, 
"because of the fine aristocratic carriage, ma'am." 

Alice laughed too; for the boys \Vere capital 
mimics, and it wa very irresistible. This pro
vokecll\Iarymore; butAlicehadnotyet perceiYed 
that she was angry, and so quite un:su ·pectingly 
said, "But, :\Iary dear, if you wish to be queen, 
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it would be much better that you should be ; 
for I am such a little bit of a thing to be 
perched upon a throne." 

"I think it is very rude of you, Alice," said 
Augusta, " to persist in asserting that Mary 
wishes to be queen, when she says she does 
not." 

"Mary did not say that she did not wish it," 
replied Alice, quietly. 

" I must say," said Mary, "I do not know 
why all of you are so determined to quarrel 
with Augusta and me." 

"Quarrel with you!" exclaimed Fitzmaur; 
"nobody is quarrelling but yourselves." 

" I think you ought rather to quarrel with 
Augusta," returned Edward, " for making out 
that you told such a fib." 

"For shame, Edward!" cried Mary; "how 
can you be so rude to Augusta and me?" 

"Augusta and me ! ,, repeated Edward; "what 
sworn allies you are become of a sudden ! I 
never knew that you and Augusta were such 
bosom-friends." 

"Come," said Fitzmaur, to stop the dispute, 
" it has done rainjng now; let us do something 
instead of fighting. Come, Alice, to the swing 
in the garden, and let us leave the bosom-friends 
together." 
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Edward and Alice rose to go out; but a 
new light had flashed across the mind of the 
latter as she looked at 1Iary's flushed and 
pouting face. She did not give utterance to 
a single word; but as she thoughtfully saun
tered towards the garden, she said within her
self, "This must not be: the day's pleasure will 
be quite spoiled, as it was about the ride. I 
must manage better this time: I must manage 
some way for l\!Iary to be queen." 

In the mean while, what passed between the 
two little girls in the play-room ? Alas for the 
evil passions of human nature! let not chilru:en 
think that, because they are children, they are 
incapable of wickedness ! The same wrong feel
ings which in mature years, and in the affairs of 
kingdoms, cause war and bloodshed, were raging 
under the soft exterior of girlhood- the same 
wrong feelings, only diminutive and weak as the 
stature and sex of those that harboured them. 

Augusta was pleased at having aroused l\tiary; 
she felt disposed to quarrel with Alice, and was 
glad to have Mary on her side. She was jealous 
of Alice, though she hardly knew why. 

"I am not sorry," she said to her cousin, 
"to see you assert your own rights a little, for 
really Alice is always contriving to step before 
you. " 
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" I do not think she tries to do so," said 
Mary, as the recollection of her friend's gentle
ness crossed her angry mind. 

" I would not be too sure of that," said the 
envious girl. " She is a sly little thing ; you 
may depend upon it, she persuaded Fitzmaur 
to make her his queen." 

1\Iary felt the injustice of this accusation; 
and had she not been in such an ill-humour, she 
would not have sat by to hear her friend so 
calumniated; but as it was, she said nothing. 

" At all events, it is too bad," continued 
Augusta, " that she should supplant you and 
eclipse you in every thing." 

" I do not think she does so," said Mary. 
" Yes, but she does; other people see that 

she does. She is always being taken notice of; 
I assure you, I have heard people pity you for 
being so much put aside for her." 

To have been really put aside would have 
been less grating to lVIary's feelings, than the 
notion of others remarking it and pitying her 
for it. She asked in a bitter tone, what Au
gusta meant. 

" "\Vhy, once I heard my governess say to 
your governess, while Alice was playing with 
your brothers, 'vVhat a nice position Lady 
lVIary's is-that of an only daughter of such a 
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house as this !' And then your governess an
s,vered, looking towards Alice, 'If this intimacy 
goes on, it is easy to see who will be in a still 
nicer position some day.'" 

"But I do not understand what that means," 
said l\Iarv. 

"No more do I exactly," answered Augusta; 
" but it must mean that Alice would take your 
place, in some ,vay or other, some day." 

This was certainly not soothing to an irri
tated temper. vVhen angry feelings are roused, 
a thousand little things will be considered pro
vocations, which otherwise would not be noticed 
at all. That evening, when the party from the 
dining-room came out to join the children, one 
of the guests, a gentleman, who was rather a fa
vourite among them, patted Alice on the head, 
and called her a good little girl; and quite ac
cidentally passed by l\,fary without notic:ing her 
at all. At no other moment would l\1ary have 
cared for such a thing; on the contrary, she 
was always glad to see her friend caressed; but 
now the silly girl resented it. 

" I do not see why you should monopolise 
all the attention of papa's guests," she said, 
peevishly; " you might, I think, be satisfied 
,vith being queen of the birth-day." 

To this no reply was made ; but Mary was 
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cross all the rest of the evening. Now Alice 
was but a little girl, and a very quiet one; but 
she had a firmness of mind and clearsightedness 
peculiar to herself. She saw at once what was 
the matter, and what ought to be done to re
medy the evil. In an instant the consequences 
of Mary's misunderstanding, and of Augusta's 
envy, presented themselves to her mind: the 
complete spoiling of a pleasant day ; Lord and 
Lady De Courcy's displeasure, if ill-humour 
was to be shewn; and the disappointment of 
the servants and tenantry, if any thing was to 
go wrong with their young lord or lady. 

" No, no, this must not be," said the little 
reasoner to herself, as in a thoughtful mood she 
returned to the Rectory, "and it shall not be. 
lVIary shall be queen ; or, at any rate, I will not 
be queen. After all, it is her place; I do not 
wonder at her feeling rather put out-it is quite 
unfair that I should be in the principal place 
on her own brother's birthday, and in her own 
house. It is very goodnatured of Fitzmaur to 
me ; but I am sure every one else would be 
better pleased to see Mary queen,-and so it 
s!tall be." 

But then another difficulty arose : Fitzmaur 
was always positive in having his own way; and 
on this occasion he would be less than ever dis-
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posed to yield, after his little dispute ·with his 
sister. It would be worse than all, to spoil his 
pleasure on his own birthday, and to put him 
out of humour. Besides, it seemed a very un
gracious task, to have so often to thwart him in 
his intended kindnesses to herself. '-Vhat was 
to be done? It was rather perplexing; but that 
something should be devised, Alice was deter
mined. It occurred to her that her father might 
help her, by suggesting some way of satisfying 
all parties; but then it would not do to tell him 
that l\Iary was .... Alice felt at a loss for a 
term to express her friend's feelings. X o, she 
must take care not to say a word about her or 
Augusta; but then, ,vithout doing so, how ,vas 
her father to help her? At all events, she -,;,voulcl 
try: perhaps, if she simply told him that she 
was to be queen, he would say of his own ac
cord that it was not her place. 

"Oh yes, that would just do," thought Alice; 
"Fitzmaur would be ·ure to give ,vay, if my 
father told him. If he will but put away hjs 
books, and be disengaged for this one evening!" 

Mr. Russell -,;,vas disengaged; so far there was 
a promising beginning. Yes, he -,;,vas disengaged, 
and had been for the last ten minutes longing 
for his daughter's return. He had drawn his 
chair from an untidy table, strewed with books 

a 



THE QUEEN. 139 

and papers, to the open window, to enjoy the 
perfume of a summer evening, and to repose 
awhile after a wearisome day. The sun was set
ting, and the brilliant red rays fell directly upon 
the painting of the Holy Family on the wall, and 
seemed to centre upon the circlet of glory round 
the head of the Divine Child. The room was 
not in its best order; it seemed sadly to need 
the return of its little mistress, whose office it 
was to put it to rights. Fragments of letters, 
torn up when read, were scattered about the 
floor ; pens unwiped were lying on the table; 
a large folio volume of Hooker's " Polity" was 
standing open on the ground, supported by a 
leg of the table ; another volume of similar di
mensions of St. Chrysostom was upon a chair, 
and on it a parish-register, and on the top of 
that a long paper containing a list of school
boys requiring clothes. 

The table was cleared and tidy in a trice by 
thP magic touch of Alice's hand; every book and 
every paper was restored to its place (she knew 
the nicl1 and the drawer for each) ; and the fa
vourite tabby cat, which had impudently coiled 
itself into her father's greatcoat, which it had 
found temptingly thrown upon a side-table, was 
turned off with the rebuke of " Saucy puss," 
the coat carefully brushed, and hung on its 
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wonted peg. And now, the affectionate task 
completed, it wanted yet half an hour to bed
time. vVhat a pleasant half hour was before 
her! how quickly was the little stool at her fa
ther's feet, and its young owner seated thereon, 
with her elbows resting on his knees ! 

"Father," she said, after a pause, "do you 
know I am to be queen of the day on Fitz
maur's birthday ?" 

"Indeed!" replied her father; " that is a 
wonderful promotion." 

" Yes, and every one is to pass in review 
before us and pay homage," said the little gir-1. 

" I am sure," the clergyman answered, " that 
I must be among the first to do homage most 
respectfully." 

"Oh, I hope you will not, father dear; I 
should feel so ashamed." 

Then, after a little discussion on the proper 
way of supporting regal honours, during which 
she tried to give the conversation a turn to,vards 
the point she had at heart, she said, "Do you 
not think I shall make a very bad queen ?" 

" That remains to be proved ; I am quite 
ignorant of your powers of ruling." 

"But would not 1Iary make a much better 
?'' queen. · 

" It is difficult to say ; she would make a 
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more stately one, certainly; but of your re
spective merits as sovereigns I know nothing." 

"\Voulcl it not be much better for lviary to 
be queen?" 

" I should think the king was the fittest 
judge of that; and as it is his birthday, it seems 
fair to let him have his own way in so trifling a 
matter.'' 

Alice ·was silent for a minute or two; it was 
clear 1Ir. Russell was not on the right tack, 
and she must get him there if possible, ,vithout 
compromising 1'Iary. 

"But, father, I am sure it ,vould be better 
for }iary to be queen ; and I feel certain that it 
would please all the tenants and servants much 
more. " 

"I hardly think so, because Fitzmaur will 
be so much the principal object with them, that 
they will not pay much attention to the queen; 
and I believe it is more in accordance with the 
rules of etiquette that the queen should be a 
visitor, and uot the sister of the king. But of 
such matters I confess I am no judge." 

" Then in that case it ought to be Augusta, 
for many reasons.'' 

" "\Yhat are the rea ons ?" 
"I think he and Fitzmaur seem to go to

gether in eyery one's mind. I have noticed that 
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people look pleased when they play or dance 
together; and Lady Charles always looks parti
cularly happy, and whispers that they make a 
nice little pair, or something to that effect; so 
that for her to be his queen would be very suit
able, and would, I think, give general satisfac
tion. It ·would be the next best thing to :;\.Iary's 
having that post of honour. Then, both :;\.Iary 
and Augusta are used to crovi'ds of people, and 
to move about drmving- rooms, and so would 
do their parts much more gracefully than I 
should. There are seYeral things for the queen 
to do, that ought to be done gracefully and 
with courage, such as receiving eyery body's 
salutations, arranging the dances, distributing 
the nosegays, and such like." 

"I quite wonder how my little Alice ,vill 
conduct herself in such weighty matters. I must 
admit it vrnuld have been more suitable to have 
assigned the office to one of your companions; 
but still, if they haYe so arranged it, and seem 
to wish it, I think it is better not to oppose 
your will to theirs. It is a much better exer
cise of humility to allmv your.:;elf to be dis
posed of at the pleasure of otbers, than to assert 
your determination of taking a lower place thau 
the one assigned to you. Then if you play your 
part rather more awkwardly than they ,vould 
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have done, it is a good discipline to self-love, 
a check to Yanity; the wish to be admired in 
,vhat you do should be the last ever present to your thoughts." 

" Oh yes, dear father, it would be strange 
indeed if I ,vere to set about trying to be ad
mired. But I am Yery sorry you wish me to 
be queen; for I had fully made up my mind to 
persuade Fitzmaur to change his plau, and have 
one of the others." 

"I shall be very much displeased, Alice, if 
you do. I am disappointed to see that you 
ha\'e made no efforts to conquer that fault I 
ha Ye so often told you of, -that shrinking ti
midity, \Yhich some fancy is very interesting and 
amiable. But such timidity does not proceed 
from humility; on the contrary, it betrays a 
pride ,vhich cannot bear to do anything in 
which one kno,vs one cannot shine, and an in
dolence which refuses to make the necessary 
exertion for thro,Ying off feelings of disfr1clina
tio11 to the pleasure of others. To indulge this 
foible, you are willing to thwa1t your friend and 
derange his plans on his birthday, the day when 
he naturally expects to be a little indulged; 
,vhen, on the contrary, you ought to be parti
cularly gooclnatured to him, rcmemberiug that 
you ·were the cause, though quite an innocent 



I I 

144 THE QUEEN. 

cause, of a great disappointment to him not long 

ago, and of much grief and trouble." 

Poor Alice ! this was an unfortunate tlffn 

for the subject to take. She had gained no as

sistance from her father-quite the reverse; for 

now she had to bring him, as well as Fitzmaur, 

round to her way of thinking, and this without 

explaining her reasons. 
" Nevertheless, I am confident that in this 

one instance I am right," said she to herself, as 

she retired to rest, " and I am sure my father 

would think me right if he knew all; so I must 

try to make him trust me without knowing all; 

and I shall persevere." 
But then when she thought over his argu

ments, the prospect of vexing Fitzmaur ap

peared to her more grievous than ever ; and she 

felt sure it would vex him ; not because she 

imagined herself to be so much an object of 

preference, but because she knew he hated to 

be contradicted in matters of that sort. 

" If I could but hit upon something that 

would make him change his mind, ·without 

having positively to refuse him!" thought she 

to herself; "perhaps N ursey can help me.'' 

"Nursey ," said the child, as the favourite 

old servant was performing those little offices 

which to her were more a task of love than of 
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servitude, " what should you say, supposing 
people Yrnnted to make you a queen, and you 
did not wish to be one ?" 

"l\Iake me a queen!" exclaimed the asto
nished woman; "bless your little heart, \Vhat 
\vill you think of next?" 

"Yes, but do tell me, dear," persevered the 
child; "what ,vould you say, supposing a king 
asked you to be his queen?" 

. " I should drop a curtsy, and say, No, thank 
your majesty, I had rather not." 

A lice laughed. "But suppose he persevered, 
and begged you very much; which I am sure 
he would do, if he knew what a dear old N ursey 
you arc," she continued, stroking the fond face 
that was stooping oyer her crib. 

" I should answer, dropping another curtsy, 
Please your majesty, you ought to think about 
your people's pleasure as well as your own, and 
I am ::;ure they would not thank you for giving 
them an old nobody, like me, for a queen." 

Alice kissed her nurse, and ,vished her good 
night, and then it struck her that some such 
answer as that might do for her purpose. '\Vhy 
should she not tell Fitzmaur that he ought to 
eo11sult the pleasure of all his company, rich and 
poor, as well ,.s his own? Something of that 
sort she was resolved to say. 
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"Extraordinary child t" muttered Nurse Ro

berts to herself all the ·way dmvn stairs-" Ex

traordinary child t what can she have taken into 
her head now?" The good old ,voman had long 

been in the habit of treasuring up eYery saying 

of her charge's as containing some profound wis

dom far beyond her years; and nmv, ·with a 
most solemn shake of the head, she said to the 

cook, to whom she generally disclosed her prog

nostications respecting Alice's future life, ":\Iost 

extraordinary child, that :\Iiss Alice t" 
" Extraordinary indeed," replied the ruler 

of jack and spit, "she never comes home with

out bringing half a dozen beggars with her to 

dirty my kitchen-floor; and his Reverence never 
thinks of saying nay to her." 

"Say nay to :\Iiss Alice t" exclaimed the 

other with unfeigned astonishment; " well, I 

wonder how you can be thinking of your kitchen

fl.oor, when you may remember it ,vas by her 

little coaxing ways that she got you leave to 
keep your place, which you were so near losing 

last year. Suppose his Reyerence had said nay 

to her then ?" 
" Too true," was the ans,ver to this forcible 

appeal; " there's no saying a word against ).Iiss 
Alice,-I had rather give an extra scour to the 

floor than thwart her wishes." 
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" l\Iark my ,vords," said the nurse, " she 
will be a ·wonderful person in her day ; unless 
indeed," with another most solemn shake of the 
head, "she is too clever to live; which God 
forbid!" 

And now, how did Alice manage her little 
manreuvre next day? It was not very difficult 
to persuade her fond father that she was acting 
right in this instance; he readily took her at her 
word ; for he had never known her unwilling to 
acknowledge herself wrong, when she was so. 
But it was a more arduous task to induce Fitz
maur to gi ·rn up his project: he protested, he 
got angry, he called Alice whimsical and dis
obliging, he answered all her objections most 
plausibly; in short, he probably would have 
forced her to the ungracious office of flatly re
fusing, had she not in the gentlest way suggested 
to him, that this would be a capital opportunity 
for a little self-denial. She did not arrogantly 
attempt to advise or dictate-she merely hinted 
it to him, in a pretty little way, that no one 
could be offended at. This had the desired 
effect. Fitzmaur paused a moment, reflected, 
sighed, grumbled out that it was Yery hard, then 
yielded, and agreed that l\.Iary should be queen. 

N mv one more point remains, and Alice will 
have succeeded to her heart's content. Fitz-
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maur must seek his sister, kiss her, and make 
up their little quarrel; "for," adcled Alice, 
" you really did tease her a little yesterday.'' 
l\Ioreover, he must take care not to let her per
ceive that the change came from a third person; 
he must make her the offer as from himself, and 
,rith a kind affectionate manner, -for it would 
make l\Iary very happy to receive such a proof 
of kindness from her own dear brother ; and so 
in fact it did. l\iary knew nothing of what had 
passed-she was pleased and delighted, not 
so much at the prospect of being queen of the 
day, as at perceiving her error in thinking that 
her mvn bonny Fitzmaur wished to shove her 
out of her place. "\Vhen she saw Alice's merry 
face looking so glad to see her happy, she re
proached herself very much for having for an 
instant harboured unkind feelings towards her, 
and ,vished she could recall them. She won
dered how she could ever have objectecl to see 
her dear friend in a better place than herself. 
And probably the poor girl never would have 
had the feelings she now repented of, had she 
not been spurred on to them by another. Fitz
maur, too, was happy; every one must be so 
,vho has yielded his wishes to another. He 
dearlY loved his sister ; and when he saw hm~; .. 
0 Tatified she ,ras by his kindness, he said to 
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himself, "After all, it is much better to have 
::VIary for my queen." 

And was not Alice happy, when she saw that 
sunshine had broken through the clouds, and 
that bright smiles lit up the faces of her com
panions? Young reader, look into the :Holy 
Volume, and there :find of whom it is said that 
they are " blessed, for they shall be called the 
children of Goel;" and that will give you Alice's 
encomium and her reward. 

"\Ve will say nothing of Augusta's feelings. 
"\V c cannot believe that she \Vas in reality better 
pleased to see 1Iary queen than Alice; we know 
what her secret desire had been all along. It is 
melancholy to perceive how many bad feelings 
spring from that one of self-love. She could 
not, ho,vevcr, now, in any decency, make fm-ther 
complaints; only she looked sullen and super
cilious. Judging, moreover, of others by her
seli: and knowing nothing of ,vhat had passed 
betw1:en Alice and Fitzmaur, she expected to 
see the former look very mortified at that which 
she suppo::sed to be a regular downfal. And as 
she could not restrain a sensation of petty tri
umph over a fallen rival, she dropped sundry 
hints about people ,vho push themselves for
ward, :finding themselves set clown; and then 
she expected to sec Alice look disconcerted. 
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But her remarks made no deeper impression on 

the innocent mind at which they were directed, 

than the shadow of a passing cloud upon the 

sand. Totally at a loss, and quite unable to 

read the expression of Alice's eyes, Augusta 

was forced to mvn herself perplexed ; and per

haps her exclamation that night to her maid 

"·ill give us some notion of the cause of her 

perplexity: " What a strange girl that Alice 
is! I cannot make her out. I am sometimes 

afraid of quarrelling with her; there is now 

and then something about her that seems to be 

MORE than a little girl." 

si 

tj 



CHAPTER V. 

THE BIRD'S CAGE. 

"WnAT can be the reason that Alice comes so 
seldom to us now, and stays so short a time ?" 
said J\Iary, who had just, with much reluctance, 
allowed her friend to go home, having in vain 
tried to detain her. 

"Yes," replied Augusta, "she has been very 
little here this last week; but I suppose her 
father keeps her." 

"No, that he does not," said Edward, who 
came into the room that minute; "for I have 
just met him; and when I made a desperate 
attack upon him, accusing him of keeping away 
Alice, he told me he had nothing to do with it, 
and that I must settle the matter with her. I 
told him then, that she had been here to-day for 
the first time this week, and that she has only 
stayed an hour, instead of the whole afternoon." 

" And what did he answer?" inquired his 
sister. 

" He said again, that he had nothing to do 
with it, and then rode on," Edward replied. 
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" "\Yell, if he had not assured you that he 
had nothing to do ·with it," said Augusta, " I 
should certainly have supposed that she re
majned away by his orders; for I had taken it 
into my head, she had got into some scrape 
with him." 

"Alice in a scrape!" exclaimed Edward; 
"who ever heard of such a thing? what put 
such a notion into your head?" 

" Hmv ridiculous you all are about that 
child!" cried Augusta; ",vhy should she not 
be in a scrape sometimes, as well as any one 
else?" 

" As ,vell as Augusta Fitzmaur, for 111-

stance," said the provoking Edward, with a sly 
leer out of the corner of his eye. 

"How rude you arc!" said Augusta, look
ing annoyed. 

But 1\Iary interrupted her by saying, "Pray 
do not begin quarrelling; but tell us, Augusta, 
,vhy you thought Alice \Yas in a scrape." 

"You may remember," returned her cousin, 
"that the last time she ,vas here was 011 Friday. 
The following Sunday, as we ,vcrc returning from 
church, and she was ,valking part of the ,vay 
with us, mamma and some one else ,vere talking 
about visiting the poor; and then Uncle John, 
happening to hear them, seized Alice by the 
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shoulder, and roared out, in his great loud Yoice, 
' This little lass is the smur de la charite of the 
parish-she does more good than a whole con
vent of 'em.' "\Yell, did you not remark that 
she looked confused?" 

" 1 · · a " ·d M " am sure 1t 1s no won er, sa1 ary; a 
touch from Uncle John, particularly accompanied 
by his ·wonted roar, is enough to make one jump 
a yard high." 

"Besides," said Edward, "she always gets 
red when she is praised; indeed, she generally 
blushes if she is spoken to at all." 

" Yes ; but on this occasion she did more 
than blush," con tinned Augusta; "she looked 
up at her father, quite frightened, as you might 
haYc obse1Ted, and shrunk behind the rest of 
the party; and vvhen I looked into her face to 
sec what was the matter with her, a large tear 
was resting on her eyelash." 

"0 poor little Alice! dear little Alice!" ex
claimed the others simultaneously; "what could 
ha,·c been the cause ?" 

In an upper room in the Rectory, which 
looked upon the garden, at a large deal table 
stood that worthy personage, ·who has once or 
twice come before the reader, Nurse Roberts. 
She "·as ironing, literally, one may say, ,vith all 
her might; and as she completed the laborious 
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task, she handed each article, looking as smooth 
and ,vhite as her own starched cap and necker
chief, to her helpmate the cook, to fold and 
lay aside. Conversation, or that exchange of 
words which sometimes usurps the name, had 
not flagged bet,veen the two respectable dames 
during this domestic employment; when all of 
a sudden the good nurse made a dead pause, 
with iron poised in air, and mouth wide open, 
as if in attitude of eager listening. The curio
sity of her fellow-labourer was not allayed by 
the emphatic "La!" which escaped at last, fol
lowed by, ""\Vell, I do declare, I hear :Miss 
Alice's step upon the stairs." 

"Perhaps you do, and what then?" not un
naturally inquired the other. 

"It's awful," solemnly replied the nurse, re
suming her v;,•ork, and shaking her head. 

""\Vhat's awful?" asked the cook; but be
fore an answer could be given, the door opened, 
and, in truth, it was Alice, ,vho came skipping 
in, hung her bonnet on a peg, and, jumpiug on 
the ,...,indow-seat, p1aced her basket on her knees, 
and began plying her needle as hard as she could. 

"]Hiss Alice!" exclaimed the faithful guar
dian, pursing up her lips and trying to look 
mightily displeased, "l\liss Alice, I thought I 
left you at the castle." 

a: 
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" So you did, Nursey dear," said the little 
girl; " but I did not promise you to remain 
there for ever." 

" You have worked too much, l\1iss Alice ; 
I told you so this morning-too much," the 
nurse continued, more emphatically ; " and I 
beg )'OU will put away your work,-it is very 
bad for you." 

" I must just finish this shirt, and this frock, 
and this pinafore," replied Alice. 

The good old dame shook her head, and look
ed as if not even her young favourite's pleading 
eyes could relax her stern feattues into a smile. 
But the urgent expostulation which was about 
to be made ,vas checked by the sound of Mr. 
Russell's voice below stairs asking for his daugh
ter. He came up and opened the door, just as 
l\Irs. Roberts was beginuing to explain to her 
charge scientifically the bad effects of too close 
application upon the eyes, the lungs, the heart, 
the digestive organs, &c. &c. 

"Ah, sir!" exclaimed she, directly her loved 
master entered the room, "you may well come 
here to look for :Miss Alice-she is never to be 
found any "·here else. The whole of this blessed 
,veek has she sat there upon that wjndow-seat, 
"·ith her knees up to her chin, stitching away 
as if for her life. Jo constitution will stand it, 
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sir; I tell you the truth, upon my \Yard. It's 
of no use in life taking her to the castle to haYe 
a good game of play; she's back as quick as one 
can count ten, and again at her post. And not 
only does she work all clay jnstead of playing, 
but she gets up an hour earlier than usual for 
the same purpose-no power can keep her in 
bed. I am sure, sir, it \Yill be the death of 
her." 

H \Vhat makes you so very busy, my child?" 
said :i\ir. Russell, turning to his daughter. 

The child made no reply, but by raising her 
large eyes and fixing them upon his. It is said 
there is an eloquence in silence, and one might 
feel disposed to think there ,vas such in Alice 
Russell's; for, as if he had received a most sa
tisfactory answer, ,vith an affectionate smile and 
a kind "God bless you," her father left her as 
he found her. 

" \Yell, ·was the like o' that ever seen!" ex
claimed Nurse Roberts; "to be sure his Rever
ence mu t know best ... but," she added, with 
one of her solemn shakes of the head, "it's not 
them big books he pores over all day that ,-rill 
help him to rear a motherless babe." 

But perhaps Alice's silent answer will not 
satisfy all parties so easily as it appears to bave 
done her father; and some for whom this brief 
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memorial is intended may think they have a 
good right to demand what Alice could pos
sibly have to do, ,vhich made her rise an hour 
earlier than usual, and induced her to absent 
herself from her loved friends at the castle. To 
this most reasonable demand a reply must be 
given, though thereby it ,vill be needful to ex-

. hibit the human frailty of our 1ittle favourite; 
and to remind the young reader that she was 
not the heroine of romance, whose character is 

· always depicted as one of unnatural perfection, 
-but a little pilgrim, struggling onwards to 
a better "·orld through trials and weaknesses. 
She had, like the rest of us, her own peculiar 
temptations; it is impossible, therefore, but that 
she should sometimes have erred. 

It "·as about a day after the events recorded 
in the last chapter, when Alice ,vas summoned 
in from the garden by her nurse, to look at a 
present which had just been sent to her by a 
distant friend. 

"It is something that will amuse you very 
much," said the kind "·oman, delighted. to watch 
her eager curiosity; " it will talk to you when 
I am too busy, and your father is out." 

" Talk to me !" exclaimed the delighted 
child; " what can it be?" 

She lost no time in ascertaining-it was a 
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beautiful green parrot, which called out directly 
she spoke to it, as it had been trained to do, 
" Pretty poll! Pretty Alice!" The little girl 
was in ecstacy; "I \Yill teach it to say, 'Dear 
father,'" she said, "and then it will be quite a 
companion." But after she had talked to it and 
admired it for nearly half an hour, a new \Vant 
occuned to her. The cage in which it had been 
sent was too small, and not at all of the right , 
sort for a parrot-it had no swing, and all par
rots have a swing in their cages. Altogether it 
would not answer; but what was to be done for 
another? 

"I saw a beautiful cage with a swing, which 
would just do," said her nurse, "in a shop-win
dow the other day; but it cost ten shillings." 

" How could I possibly get ten shillings?" 
asked poor Alice, looking rather disconsolate. 

" Do you not think your father would give 
it to you, if you asked him?" inquired the 
other. 

" I could not ask him," she replied; "he 
gave me some money a short time ago, and I 
could not ask him for any more. I am sure he 
has other things to do with his money than to 
spend it on birds' cages." 

"But perhaps, if you were to shew him your 
parrot in this ugly cage, he would immediately 

·,r 

" c 
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think you wanted a better one," said the nurse, 
who was, on this occasion, more fond than judic10us. 

" Ah, if he would do that," Alice answered 
thoughtfully, "if he ,vould, I should be so very 
glad; but I do not think he will-no, it will 
never come into his head that a parrot wants a 
swing, for I am sure it is not in any book." 

The child was right in her conjecture; for 
when, with a mixture of pleasure and anxiety, 
she shewed her parrot to her father, the notion 
of a better cage certainly never occurred to him ; 
and perhaps it would be found, if the truth were 
known, that the only interest the bird had in his 
eyes was the amusement it afforded his little daughter. 

Alice was disappointed. It would have been 
better for her to have asked at once for what she 
wanted-for with so fond a father there should 
be no reserve-but that shrinking timidity, which 
was hinted at in the preceding chapter, was one 
of her few weaknesses; the fear of giving pain, 
or of encroaching upon kindness already received, 
often made her silent, ,vhen it would have been 
better to speak out. The only vent she gave 
to her disappointment was when, a little while 
after, her father being engaged in ,vriting, and 
she in solitary meditations on birds' cages, she 
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involuntarily exclaimed, "1-Iow pleasant it must 
be to be rich ! ·• 

"I daresay it is, my love," replied }Ir. Rus
sell, ,vithout taking his eyes from his paper; 
" but as I never ,vas rich, I cannot tell you." 

It suddenly occurred to Alice that her friend 
1iary Fitzmaur had a cage that would j LlSt suit 
her purpose. }'.Iary neYer used it; for the bird 
to ,;,,;,-hich it belonged had died some time ago, 
and the cage had remained ever since as useless 
lumber. But then Alice debated with herself, 
,;,-rhether she could ask for it. 1' o, she could not 
bring herself to ask for it, though she knew 
:\Iary did not ,;,-rant it: if she ,;,vas loath to ask her 
mn1 kind father, much less any one else. 13ut 
then, thought she, "if I tell her about my par
rot, and llO'w much it ,rants a new cage, she 
,vill think immediately of giving me hers, for 
she is so goodna tured." 

Very true it ,vas that ~Iary ·was goodnaturccl; 
perhap there never lived a little girl more tho
roughly free from selfislme ·s ; nevertheless, un-
1 uckil y she did not on this occasion think about 
the bird's cage. Ifor thoughts were occupied 
,vith other matters, ,;,yhich shall be explained. 

Probably the young reader ,vill reco11ect 
mention having been made of a certain person
age called lJ11cle John, and that it ,vas ::;tated, 

V 
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in the first chapter, that he ,vas expected by his 
nephews and nieces in a few days. His com
ing, it may be remembered, was joyfully hailed 
by the juvenile party; and sundry expectations 
were expressed of presents, which were wont 
to be made on such occasions. The casual re
mark: recorded to have been made by Augusta, 
in the beginning of this chapter, proves that this 
welcome friend had already arrived. He came 
the evening previous to the day we are now 
talking of, on ,vhich Alice received her parrot; 
and it happened that same afternoon, when she, 
full of one idea, repaired to the castle, that she 
found all the longed-for presents spread upon 
a table; while her friend~, eager with delight, 
,vcre alternately admiring the gifts, and em
bracing the kind giver. A beautiful bracelet 
had been assigned to 1\iary, to Augusta a pair 
of car-rings, and all the boys had suitable pre
sents, according to their tastes and ages. No-· 
thing could be thought of for a long while but 
the 11e,v treasures. Alice's arrival was but the 
acquisition of a fresh admirer; and for the latter 
it mu t be admitted that, for some time, she for
got herself and her wishes, and joined heartily 
in the pleasure of her companions. Still, a lit
tle later, after she had clasped and. unclasped 
the bracelet, and turned the ear-rmgs round 

..\1 
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and round a hundred times, expressing due ad
miration, ·when the recollection of her o,vn little 
want crossed her mind, and, expecting a re
turn of the sympathy she had shewn, she told 
her friend of her present, and of the extreme 
inconvenience of the cage, and l\iary merely 
answered, " Oh, I am glad you have got a 
bird ; but do you not wish it "·as a bracelet ?" 
then, it must be confessed, Alice felt a little 
hurt. 

1Iary's ans"·er proceeded from thoughtless
ness, not from selfishness; her mind "·as so 
taken up with one subject, that she had no 
room for another ; she did not recollect her 
mvn empty cage; and it never occurred to her, 
that her friend might find greater difficulty in 
procuring a trifle of the sort than she "·ould do. 
But Alice made no all°'vai1ce of this kind ; she 
felt grieved and mortified-glad she had made no 
direct request-resolved to ask no favours; for 
she "·as slight1y nettled. She felt as if she stood 
alone-as if no one cared for her little wants and 
pleasures. She looked upon all the beautiful 
things, none of "·hich were for her, and thought 
"·ithin herself, "Probably these have cost many 
pounds, ,vhercas ten shilling vrnulcl procure all 
I wish for; the very thing " ·hich would make 
me happy is lying useless in a lumber-room, yet t.i 
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no one giYes it to me." And then the feeling, 
which so many poorer, so many richer than 
Alice Russell, haYe indulged, crossed her little 
mind-" How small a portion of the superflu
ous wealth of this house ,vould procure for me 
all I desire!" Alas! this little discontent led 
on, as is invariably the case, to other bad feel
ings. She then wronged her poor friend. 1Iary, 
and judged her harshly: ":\Iary does not think 
of nie when she is happy ; because she has so 
many beautiful things, and this pretty bracelet, 
she is become selfish." 

The great evil of censuring the conduct of 
others is, that one naturally begins to think fa
vourably of oneself; and Alice, all the time she 
was walking home, was thinking how differently 
she would haye acted in ::\:Iary's place. 

"II°'v Yery selfish all rich people are!" ex
claimed she to her father that eYening. 

" \\rhy, my child, that is a sweeping accu
sation," he replied; "it '"as but this morning 
you thought it must be pleasant to be rich; am 
I to infer that you would think it pleasant to 
be selfbh ?" 

" No," said Alice, a Ii ttle taken a back by 
her own inconsistency ; " but I did not know 
then h°'' elfish rich people ,vcre." 

" And vdiat has opened your eyes to the 
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fact, or what you assume to be such?" again in~ 
quired her father, looking earnestly at her. 

Alice "·as silent; but her anxious parent 
drew her towards him, and, placing his arm 
round her waist, insisted upon her telling him 
·what had gi:ven rise to her uncharitable obser
vation. The child then told him all the parti
culars of the bird's cage. 

" "\-Vhy did you not ask me for ten shillings 
to buy the bird's cage ?" asked her father. 

"I was afraid you could not afford it," re
plied Alice. 

"But then, would it not have been better 
to have ascertained that point, or else to haYe 
resigned yourself to the eyil, and ha-re made up 
yom· mind to it?" 

" Oh, but I wished for it so very much!" 
,vas the only answer Alice could return at that 
moment. 

l\Ir. Russell looked grave and rather sorrow
ful ; and then added, " It is very good for us 
sometimes to have our wishes thwarted-to be 
in ,vant of things and not to be able to procure 
them : this is very useful indeed, if we chool 
our tempers; but if we murmur and repine, it 
docs us harm. I had rather put myself to any 
incom·enicncc, than that my chi]cl should learn 
to envy those who are better off than herself. 

y 

n 
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You may remember I promised the other day 
to give you a book; it would have cost just 
ten shillings, -here is the money; you may 
dispose of it as you please." So saying, he laid 
half a sovereign upon the table, adding, " I shall 
talk to you about this when your thoughts are 
more disengaged.." 

At any other time her father's serious re
mark would have made the thoughtful Alice 
pause before she seized the wished-for gift, and 
then she vrnuld have had time to observe the 
sorrowful look with which it was made. But 
at this moment her mind was engrossed by one 
id.ea- a bird's cage; her heart was bent upon 
this one object, rn that she could think of no
thing else. She jumped for joy at the prospect, 
kissed and thanked her father; then seizing the 
money, she bounded up stairs, calling out at the 
top of her voice, " N ursey, N ursey, we \Yill go 
to-morr°'v thefirst thing to buy the bird's cage." 

'\Vhen Alice returned to ,vish her father good 
night, she did not notice the grave manner in 
which he spoke to her. How was this? she ,vho 
" ·as wont to vi·atch his smiles, and read his eyes. 
She ,vas thinking of the bird's cage. See how 
sad it is to desire any thing inordinately. How 
innocent soever the object of our wishes may 
be in itself, it becomes harmful to us directly 
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"·e long for it too much. The mind becomes 
cramped, so that it cannot perform a11 its func
tions, ·when it has been bent too long upon one 
object; just as the limbs ,viII sometimes be 
cramped ,vhen they have remained for a length 
of time in one position. 

The next day ,vas fine ; and Alire could 
hardly wait till breakfast was over and her les
sons learned, before she begged of Nurse Ro
berts to walk ,vith her to the shop. The indul
gent nurse equipped herself as fast as she could, 
but it was difficult to keep pace with her bound
ing, skipping companion. 

The to,vn of N- was about two miles dis
tant. Before Ali_ce and her nurse had reached it, 
they ·were accosted by a poor girl in very ragged 
clothes a11d barefoot; she looked pale and ill, 
and her voice faltered as she spoke. Alice stood 
stiII immediately; and the poor girl asked her 
if, for the love of God, she could do something 
to help her poor mother. 

" ""\.Ve are not used to begging, indeed ,ve 
are not, miss ; my poor mother knew better 
days before father djed, -since that we have 
been badly off; but ,ve got on pretty we11 till 
Johnny took ill; and nov,, God help us, I do not know vdrnt we shall do.i' 

Alice felt sony, and asked who Johnny was. 
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" Johnny is my eldest brother, and he has 

·worked hard for us as long as he could ; but 

now he has been ill these tvrn months, and mo

tl1er's had to give all our money in doctor's phy

sic, and the rent is owing next month, and how 

we are to pay it God knows: mother has just 

had to sell some of our clothes to pay the breacl

bill, for the man would not wait any longer. 

And now ,ve do not know how to get another 

meal, and the children are crying for something 

to eat; indeed, we are a11 very hungry," and her 

lips quiYered as she said this. 
Alice inquired where she lived; adcling, she 

·was sure her father would send her some food 

when he heard all this. 
" J\I y name is Ellen Barton ; we live some 

" ·ay from his Reverence's house," answered the 

suppliant, "on the other side of the river." 

" "\V ell, do not cry, poor girl," said Alice; 

" I ·will not fail to speak to my father directly 

I get home, and I am quite sure he will send 

you food, and something good for your bro

ther ; and I am certain he will think of some 

vrny of helping you with your rent: so pray do 

not fret. I shall not see my father immediately, 

for I am going into the town to buy a bird's 

cage; but directly I get home, you may depend 

upon my speaking to him about you." 
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The girl curtsied and passed on. Alice, too, 
went on, quickening her movements, eager to 
purchase her longed-for treasure; but not ·with
out sincerely commiserating the poor girl who 
had just spoken to her, and talking over with 
her nurse various plans for their relief. 

At last the cage is purchased, and the little 
girl returns in great glee : she runs up to her room 
and caresses her parrot, saying, "Pretty poll;" 
and the bird ans\vers, as it had been taught, 
"Pretty Alice." She entices it into the new 
cage, and in a few minutes has the pleasure of 
seeing it syringing backwards and forwards, mak
ing sundry noises expressive of its enjoyment. 
Alice clapped her hands in delight. To do her 
justice, however, she was but a few minutes thus 
engaged, before she remembered her promise to 
Ellen Barton, and ,vent to find her father. 

"Father, I have heard such a sad story from 
a poor girl named Ellen Barton; she wants re
lief; her mother is very poor; have you time 
to attend to it nmv ?" 

" Certainly," said the clergyman, laying down his pen. 

Alice repeated to him ,vord for word the tale 
of distress; and asked him if he would send the 
family some nourishment. 

"I \vill, of course," replied her father; "but 

p 
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what did you answer ,vhen she had opened her 
grief to you ?" 

Alice gave her own reply without hesita-
tion. 

" Is that all you said?" asked Mr. Russell. 
"That is all," replied his daughter. 
" I suppose you did not hear her make any 

remark as she walked away?" continued he. 
" No," said Alice ; " what do you think she 

.d '?" Sal . 

"I thought," 11r. Russell answered, "that 
perhaps she might have muttered to herself, 
How very selfish all clergymen's daughters are! 
But I conclude she was too charitable to judge 
her neighbour harshly." 

Alice stood as if a thunderbolt had fallen 
upon her. She clearly understood her father's 
meaning; and the deep crimson which over
spread her features shewed that no further re
proof was needed just then. It would be greatly 
wronging Alice to suppose that her momentary 
sclfishne s was deliberate. No, had she reflected 
at all on the line of conduct she ought to pur
sue at the time Ellen Barton was talking to her, 
her accustomed piety and charity forbid us to 
doubt that she v;·ould have renounced her pro
ject, and bestowed the half-sovereign upon the 
destitute family. But, to speak plainly, it never 
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occurred to her; she ,vas not intentionally self
ish; but she was suffering from the natural 
consequences of having allowed her desires to 
fix themselYes too strongly on one object. She 
had longed for the cage so ardently, that ,vhen 
it was within her grasp, the notion of relin
quishing it neyer crossed her mind. But now 
the extent of her error wa present before her 
eyes. Her presumptuous censures of others, 
her double fault in falling into the same sin he 
had condemned in them, her unkind neglect of 
the poverty of one of Christ's little ones, -all 
:flashed upon her. And then the warning words 
and look of her clear father, which, in her folly, 
she had disregarded at the time, came to her 
recollection. Poor .A.lice hid her face, and sob
bed aloud. 

Her father pitied his child when he sa,v her 
distress, and d.Te,v her ,vithin his arms; but he 
could not comfort her by lessening her fault in 
her own eyes-that would lrnYe been neither 
judicious nor truthful. }le told her to go and 
think oYer it in her mvn room, ,vhile he ,vent 
to visit the poor family of Ellen Barton. Alice 
could not ans\ver a word ; she hurried, glad 
to be released, to her little room ; and there, 
unchecked, she cried bitterly. She could not 
bear to look at her parrot in its bright new cage 

r 
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-it seemed to taunt her with her fault; so she 
put it outside the door. Her kind old nurse, 
coming in at that moment, was in consternation 
at the sight of her favourite leaning against the 
pillow of her bed, and sobbing as if her heart 
would break. She hastened to her side, and, 
calling her all the most endearing names, asked 
her what grieved her. 

"Oh, leave me, Nursey!" sobbed the child; 
" I am very, very wicked." 

Nurse Roberts stood motionless for a minute; 
then, as she slowly left the room, she muttered, 
" The Lord ha' mercy on the like o' me, if that 
innocent babe is a sinner!" Nevertheless she 
did not attempt to decoy Alice from her peni
tent attitude, concluding that Mr. Russell had 
reprimanded her for something: much as she 
doted on her, she had too much principle and 
good sense ever to interfere when her master 
·was displeased ,vith his daughter; which, it must 
be added, ,vas rather a rare occurrence. The 
only nurse-like tenderness she gave way to, on 
the present occasion, was in cutting a slice of 
cake, and laying it carefully by, "to cheer her 
a bit ,vhen it ,ms all over." 

In the mean while Alice sat for some time 
crying, aucl thinking over her fault. I have al
ready rnentione:cl a particular print which hung 
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over the table at ·which she was accustomed to 
say her prayers, and which ·was her especial fa
vourite. It represented Christ blessing children; 
and there were the :figures of several children, 
in different positions and at various distances, 
clustering round the Holy Saviour. :N" ow Alice 
was wont to single out of the group one par
ticular child, ·whom she said must be the hap
piest; it ,vas the one nearest to Christ, who vrns 
touching His raiment, and on whose head the 
blessed hand rested. Alice used to look at this 
picture over a11d over again, and try to imagine 
that she was that one happiest of all those happy 
children. But at this sad moment, v;hen, as 
usual, her eyes rested on her picture, she felt 
(and this thought redoubled her grief) that she 
could not possibly be any longer one of that 
group; or, if she was in it at all, she must be the 
one farthest off, who seemed to be quite on the 
outside, not near enough to be noticed. But 
then Alice remembered the possibility of being 
restored to that happy place; and this recollec
tion brought her to her knees, and long and 
fervently did the penitent child pray to be for
given. 

It was a little ,Yhile after this that Alice 
came to the resolution of assisting the distressed 
family in the only way that remained to her. 
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She had no more money, so she could not re
lieve them by alms; but she might give them 
her time. She recollected that Ellen had told 
her that her mother had been compelled to sell 
the children's clothes to pay the bread-bill; she 
might work hard to replace those clothes. She 
resolved to give up all her playtime, and to 
rise an hour earlier every morning, till ~he had 
finished this task. It was 1\1:r. Russell's custom 
to keep by him a store of materials for clothing 
the poor, under Nurse Roberts' superintendence, 
·who generally gave out the ,vork to those who 
wished to earn a little by their own industry
ahvays, hov;ever, by :IYir. Russell's express de
sire, reserving a small portion to be done by 
Alice. All that she had, therefore, to do, was 
to ask for a larger portion of work for herself 
from this store; and this she did at once, that 
same evening ; and having performed this, she 
felt considerably happier. 

Upon seeing her so diligently employed that 
evening, and upon learning what her occupation 
was, 1Ir. Russell felt pleased; and his pleasure 
pretty nearly completed Alice's happiness. He 
promised, moreover, that she should go ,vith him 
the next morning to visit the family, ancl ascer
tain the exact sizes of the children. 

The next day Alice dicl not fail to remind 
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her father of his promise, nor he to perform it; 
so they went together. The cottage was at some 
distance, in a glen on the other side of the river. 
On entering it they found the poor widow stoop
ing over a very small fire, boiling a pot of broth 
with ,vhich 1\Ir. Russell had supplied her. She 
looked wretchedly ill; and when, having warmed 
the nourishment, she carried it to the pallet of 
straw on which her son was stretched, and hung 
over him, soothing him, and coaxing him to eat 
the food she had prepared, her face looked more 
ghastly than ever by the side of his flushed cheek. 
A threadbare blanket formed his only covering, 
though the chilliness of fever ·was upon him. 
Two or three children-verifying, by their half
naked appearance, their sister's statement-,vere 
seated on the ground, rolling pebbles for marbles, 
and every now and then looking ,vistfully up at 
the broth so little relished by their sick brother, 
while a "hush" from their eldest sister checked 
their little voices, wheneYer for a short moment 
they forgot their own distress and his illness in 
the merriment of childhood. Yet, in spite of 
the abject poverty of their appearance, they were 
clean ; and there vrns an attempt at tidiness in 
the room, vd1ich contrasted strangely 'with jts 
wretchedness. 

,Vhen the door opened, Ellen Barton took 
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her post by the sick bed ; while her mother 
came forward to receive 1Ir. Russell, and gave 
him a chair. She did this without speaking; 
and when the clergyman asked her how her son 
was, she replied, " The hand of God is heavy 
upon him!" and, covering her face, rocked her
self backwards and forwards on her chair, with 
a low moan. 

" 1Iother, mother, don't take on so ! " said 
the boy, raising his eyes, \Yhich seemed lit up 
with a dying glare; "please God, I shall be 
well soon." 

1Ir. Russell, drawing near to the poor wo
man, encleayoured, in a low tone, to pour com
fort into her heart; but she seemed to reject aH 
consolation, still continuing to rock on her chair, 
and amm·ering, " The hancl of Goel is heavy on . " us, sir. 

" '-Vill you not, then, bow beneath the hand 
of Goel?" inquired the clergyman, ·whose prac
tised eye quickly percciYecl that the tender plant 
she was nurturing vrnulcl never bloom again on 
this lower soil ; " will you not try to receive 
willingly from the hand of Goel ·whatever He is 
pleased to send, whether good or ill ?'' 

"Sir," said the woman, almost wildly, "He 
may take all; He may take my cottage, my 
poor pittance of food; nay, He may take those 
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babes-they will be happier gone ; but I cannot 

spare my son-my Johnny; He must not take 

my son!" 
"And if He took your son," continued the 

clergyman, in a soothing tone, " ,vould He be 

taking more than He Himself gave for you?" 

The woman pressed her hands upon her bo

som, and answered nothing. l\Ir. Russell spoke 

a few words more to her, in a voice too low for 

others to hear ; and then opening a small book 

embellished with engravings, he shewed her one 

representing the Son of 1Ian in all His agony, 

and asked her if any thing she had yet endured 

equalled His sufferings. 
The poor woman seemed moved, and with 

tears acknO\vledged that Christ had borne more 

for her than she had ever endured. " It is not 

agai11st the good God that I ,votlld murmur," 

she added,-" may He forgive me if I have clone 

so,-but indeed, sir, ,vhcn His hand is heavy 

upon us, maybe sometimes one says a word one 

should not say." 
:i\Ir. Russell still continued to address her in 

a tone of comfort; but added, "·You know, as 

I told you yesterday, if you had not allowed a 

feeling of false shame to prevent your coming to 

me ,vhen first your troubles came upon you, you 

would not have been reduced to such distress.• 
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But I will not say more on that subject now, as 
we talked about it yesterday." 

"Ah, sir, it's hard to beg, when one has· 
knmYn better days!" replied vVidow Barton. 
"Before my husband died-and that's four 
years ago, come next J\1ichaelmas-I never 
knew a day's ,...-ant; and even since that, I have 
neyer been to say actually in want till now, 
thanks to my own dear boy. He has worked 
hard for us, sir ; indeed he has. Every night 
I felt J)roud of him as he returned from his 
day's work, light-hearted, and looking beautiful 
with health and innocence. "'\Ve lived hard, sir ; 
but ,...-hat of that? "·e ,...-ere happy. I was able 
to keep my children in food, and in decent cloth
ing to send them to the parish school. But two 
months ago he had to work at the draining of a 
pond; and he got ,\·et through, and stood in his 
,...-et clothes all day, and I think they ,vere not 
properly clry next morning, for he did not tell 
me that he had been ,vet, thinking nothing of 
it. "'\V ell, the next day he had a cold and a 
chillincs~, which I am told was fever ; but he 
went out still to work, because he ,...-ould not 
that his mother should '\Yant for any thing; and 
then he got a cough, "·hich settled deep upon 
hi::: chest. He lay-by for a week; but then he 
went to "·ork agam, thinking himself better. 

" 
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He battled against sickness, till it conquered 
him quite; and now he's laid low, and God 
kno,vs when he will rise again!" 

" Should it please Goel to take your son, 
will it not comfort you to think he has been 
a good, dutiful boy?" asked l\Ir. Russell. 

" 0 my Johnny!" exclaimed the unhappy 
mother. "Yes, sir, you may ,vell call him a 
dutiful boy: I should not be alive now but for 
him. vVhen my husband died, I, like a wicked 
woman as I was, wrung my hands, and said I 
had nothing to live for, and so there was no use 
in living. 'And haYe you not us to live for, 
mother dear?' said he, coming and kissing avrny 
my tears; 'will you not live for us? I mean to 
live for you, and I ,vill work for you, and soon 
the little ones will be big, and able to work too. 
vVe shall see bright clays yet, mother.' So he 
comforted me, till I ,vas ashamed of requiring 
to be taught by my own child; so I cheered up. 
And since that, many a time he has cheered me 
when I have been cast c10\vn. But now, surely, 
he ,viH cheer me no more ; and who will com
fort me when he is gone ?" 

" l\iother always takes on so," said the sick 
boy, as :Mr. Russell approached his bed, ",vhen 
she talks of my illness. I hope, sir, you will 
not think bad of it; for indeed I fear she is 
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weakened by want and watching. She gets no 
sleep o' nights, watching by me ; and many a 
day she has only hacl a crust of bread to sup
port her, to let the children have what little 
food she could procure." 

" I feel most unhappy to think of the dis
tress you have endured," said lVIr. Russell; "I 
hope you ·will never again go on so long without 
making your wants known." 

"Sir," replied the youth, in a subdued voice, 
" I shall never go on long any way ; and I pray 
you, for the love of God, be kind to my mother 
,vhen 1 am dead. I dare not tell her the truth; 
but I feel it within me, I am not long for this 
world." 

l\lr . Barton, who had only heard l\.Ir. Rus
sell's remark, and not her son's answer, replied: 
"It's true, sir, I ought, for my children's sake, 
to ha-ve run the risk of hard words, and have 
asked for help. But what's the use of applying 
at the doors of the rich? Oftentimes they Vi'ill 
give nothing-(to be sure, if I had known how 
kind you were, sir, I should have thought differ
ently), - or if they do vouchsafe to give a little 
help, it is so little that one is ashamed of hav
ing asked for it ; while the price of a single 
ornamented table from their well- furnished 
rooms-which, if they lost, they ,voulcl forget 
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they ever had-would save a whole family from 
. " rum. 

These words struck heavily on Alice's heart; 
they reminded her of her o,vn feelings a short 
time ago ; and she vrns more ashamed than ever 
of the over-eagerness she had indulged in the 
pursuit of a trifle. 

1Ir. Russell, having promised poor Johnny 
Barton to visit him frequently, and exhorted 
his mother to patience and resignation, took 
his little daughter by the hand, and led her 
away. 

Alice spoke hardly a word during her ,valk 
home. Her heart was full; and a few tears fell 
silently as she thought of her momentary self
ishness. All that afternoon she worked dili
gently, and all the next day and all the ,veek; 
and so perseveringly did she labour, that towards 
the encl of the week she had nearly finished 
clothes for the three children. 

And now, perhaps, a sufficient answer has 
been given to the ,vondering questions of the 
little Fitzmaurs, ,vho of course knew nothing 
of ·what had passed, and who only regretted the 
absence of their friend. Perhaps, too, 1fr. Rus
sell's silence, after .J.. Turse Roberts' expostulation, 
will no longer be a cause of astonishment. And 
the young reader, ,vho has ever experienced heart-
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felt sorrow after the commission of a fault, will 
readily sympathise with the shuddering timidity 
which excited Augusta's attention when Alice 
,vas praised for works of charity: while, on the 
other hand, if he be a stranger to such sorrow, 
he cannot sympathise with Alice; for if there 
be one point more difficult than another for the 
thoughtless to appreciate, it is the penitence of 
tlw saints. 

I shall not regret having betrayed this error 
into which our little fayourite fell, if thereby 
one child be led to uuderstand how a Christian 
may fall and rise again. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE LADY OF THE :MIDDLE AGES. 

ALICE RussELL's self-imposed task 1vas nearly 
completed towards the end of the week, when 
she was surprised by the entrance of her three 
friends from the castle one afternoon, and still 
more surprised to see Mary deliberately take 
off her bonnet and produce her work-bag, and 
the two boys throw themselves with much sang
froid into her father's arm-chair. Alice, as she 
bade them welcome, laughed at their cool sauci
ness. 

"You see, Alice," said Mary, " if you are 
so very surly that you ·will not come to us, we 
are obliged to come to you." 

" I am very glad to see you," replied the 
other; " I shall be delighted if you will spend 
an hour or two with me while I work." 

"Pray, Mistress Alice," said Edward, "·why 
have you been playing the cynic all this week ?" 

" I have not clone so, to my knowledge," 
Alice answered. 
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""\Ve11, then, why have you been playing 
Dame Notable?" continued Edward. 

"The fact is," said :Mary, "you are making 
clothes for the poor,-you are always doing 

l . d " somet ung goo . 
Alice slightly shuddered, and exclaimed: 

"Hush! pray do not talk of that!" 
"You strange girl," said Mary, staring her 

full in the face, - " most ptople like to be 

. l '" praise( . 
" Surely not, when they do not deserve it!" 

returned the other. 
" However, Mother Good," said Edward, 

" do not flatter yourself that we have come 
here for the sole purpose of watching you t\vo 
young ladies stitching; though, to be sure, ,ve 
thought you might require a little looking after. 
But the fact is, we hoped to have found Mr. 
Russell at home; we wanted to ask him some 
question~." 

"I expect him home every minute," replied 
Alice; "he told me he ,vas not going far : I dare
say he will be happy to answer your questions." 

"You know that portrait in the hall," said 
Fitzmaur, "that lre call the gentle lady?" 

"Yes," replied Alice, "the portrait of a lady 
in a black veil, with such gentle eyes and a fair 
skin like :i\Iary's." 
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"Exactly," returned Fitzmaur; "·we want 
to know all about her; and I daresay your fa
ther can tell us, for he kno'iYS eyery thing. '\Ve 
asked Uncle John; and he told us that she was 
a superstitious old woman, who ,..,.ashed people's 
sores." 

"I must say," said Alice, "that was not 
telling you much." 

"\Yell, then he added that she was a great 
friend of St. Anselm, ,vho was a bigoted old 
papist who quarrelled with the king. NO\v, do 
you know much about St. Anselm? for I forget 
all I read." 

"I read in my little book," replied Alice, 
" that he lived in the reigns of '\Villiam Rufus 
and Henry I.; but I do not kno,v much about 
him. Of course your uncle must knO\v best, 
but does it not seem odd that he should have 
been all that, if he ,ms Saint Anselm?" 

" '\Yhy, it does certainly," Fitzmaur an
swered; " but Uncle John says, that in those 
clays folks made more fuss about saints than ,ve 
enlightened people do." 

""\Vell, that is still more strange," said Alice, 
thoughtfully; "would it not seem natural that, 
if people made a great fuss about the saints, 
they should be yery particular who they called 
saints?" 
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"I must say that is true," replied all the 
others unanimously. 

" But still," continued Fitzmaur, after a 

pause, " it must have been wrong of him to 
quarrel with the king." 

" Yes," Alice replied ; " but . . . . you 
know there are two ways of telling a story. 
Suppose it might have been the king who quar
relled ·with St. Anselm; then it sounds quite as 
bad to haYe quarrelled with a bishop." 

" So it does 1" exclaimed the others. 
" I do declare," cried Eel ward, " if you would 

not stitch all day, I should think you something 
of a clever girl 1" 

" At all events," continued Alice, "I think 
it makes one feel rather frightened to talk ill of 
a man who is called saint." 

" It is very odd," replied Fitzmaur, " but 
just that idea occurred to me; but I did not 
say so, for fear Uncle John should laugh at 

" me. 
"Tell us exactly what your uncle said about 

the gentle lady," said Alice. 
"AU he knew about her," answered Fitz

maur, "was, that she was the daughter of the 
Baron De Courcy, ,vho came over to England 
with "\Villiam the Conqueror; and that her 
son, from ,vhom we are descended, gave her a 
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great deal of trouble. He says that the portrait 
in the hall was not taken at the time, hut was 
painted as late as t\vo hundred years ago, from 
a picture of her in an old missal. It is very like 
that picture in feat1U'es and expression ; and it 
is supposed that it must be like her, from the 
resemblance to other members of the family. 
But for all other accounts Uncle John referred 
us to ::Wir. Russell, first, because he knows every 
thing; and secondly because, a long while ago, 
he \\Tote a little history of the gentle lady from 
some old book." 

"I must say, Uncle John is very complimen
tary in the first of the two reasons he assigns," 
said a Yoice from the other side of the room ; 
and on looking round, the children perceived 
their kind friend l\lr. Russell. He ha<l entered 
just in time for the close of Fitzmaur's speech; 
and was now fairly beset by his three little vij
tors-one taking his hat, that he might not go 
out again; another holding his hands, that he 
might not employ himself; and the third plant
ing herself firmly on his knee, to prevent his 
rising from his chair. Thus imprisoned, he was 
informed that he could not expect to get free 
till he had given the required information re
specting St. Anselm and the gentle lady. 

"But how have you disposed of your cousin 
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Augusta," asked lVIr. Russell, " while you in
dulge this sudden historical fit?" 

"Augusta is slightly indisposed," answered 
Edward, mincing his voice, "and is reposing on 
the sofa in her mamma's room; while we, her 
bereaved cousins, are come to the Rectory for 
comfort under our temporary loss." 

lVIr. Russell then looked through a bureau 
full of papers, and produced a manuscript con
taining a brief history of the lady in question; 
but first he said that he would give them an out
line of the life of St. Anselm, that they might 
judge for themselves of the dispute between him 
and the king. 

JJir. Russell. "St. Anselm was an Italian by 
birth, and the son of illustrious parents. From 
his earliest youth religion was the first object of 
his heart; nay, so great was his love for God 
and the things of God, that he had a longing 
even in his childhood to renounce the world, 
and devote himself exclusively to works of re
ligion. By this you know, of course, that I 
mean a monastic life ; for in those days persons 
who desired to give themselves up to the service 
of the poor and to the cultivation of letters, re
tired to monasteries. Convents and monasteries 
offered a ready refuge to the poor or a:ffiicted : 
they were the means of keeping thousands from 
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starvation; for in those clays charity ,Yas ahvays 
gratuitous-there was no law to compel people 
to maintain the poor, E::xcept the law of Christ; 
consequently whatever "·as done for them ,Yas 
done for His sake. They were also the depo
sitories of learning; because, at a time when 
books were scarce, and the means of commu
nication between persons at a distance Yery 
limited, it was a great co1wenience for learned 
men to congregate together in one place. Print
ing not being invented, the only w·ay of multi
plying books was by copying them out with the 
hand-a ·work much too laborious for persons 
to undertake who had many worldly cares be
sides, and only suitable to those ,d10 w·ere con
tent to lead a sedentary life, and to labour for 
the sole purpose of doing good. l\.Iany valu
able manuscripts, besides the Bible, owe their 
preservation to the monks. To one of these 
religious houses Saint Anselm offered himself 
for admission, at the early age of fifteen; but 
his parents objecting, he was content to give 
up his wish. Obedience was his ruling prin
ciple, and it was that obedience which made 
him so uncompromising as a ruler ; for those 
are always best fitted to command ,vho hme 
first, in their turn, obeyed. "\Vhen he was 
twenty-seven years old, being then of an age 

l . 



THE LADY OF THE MIDDLE AGES. 189 

,vhich gave him a right to choose his own pro
fession, he followed the bent of his inclinations, 
and entered the abbey of Bee, in Normandy. 
He ,vas certainly well adapted for a life of that 
kind; it suited his turn of mind much better 
than the turmoil of a public and elevated sta.~ 
tion, for he was naturally of a quiet, gentle dis
position, fond of sedentary pursuits, and very 
learned. However, he ,vas well adapted for any 
position; for the true secret of knowing how to 
fill any station well is, not so much the having 
a natural inclination towards that particular state 
of life, as the having a well-disciplined mind, 
trained to obey without disputing, and to do 
our duty in that state of life to ,vhich it may 
please Goel to call us. Such was St. Anselm. 
llaving enjoyed peace and seclusion for thirty 
years, at the call of duty he tore himself away 
from his loved pursuits, to serve his Lord where 
lie ,vas pleased to be served. But first I must 
tell you ,vhat circumstances led to this change 
in his life. Lanfranc, who had been prior in 
the very abbey of which St. Anselm was now 
abbot, was afterwards made Archbishop of Can
terbury. "\Vhen he died, the king, "\Villiam Ru
fus, instead of appointing a successor, left the 
see vacant for four years, and in the mean time 
seized upon the revenues. Nothing could be 
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worse than this ; for all such possessions are 
solemnly consecrated to God,-and to take what 
is gi-ren to Goel is the vrnrst kind of robbery, 
and is dreadful sacrilege. There can scarcely 
be a greater crime than the seizing upon such 
holy treasures-it is like defying the power of 
Almighty God,-and such ill-gotten wealth is 
sure to prove a curse, instead of a blessing. Of 
this awful crime, hovvever, the king ,vas guilty; 
and not only ,vith the see of Canterbury, but 
his practice ,vas to seize the revenues of all va
cant bishoprics, and appropriate them to his 
own use. How long the king ,vould have gone 
on in this reckless ,vay, rushing headlong into 
perdition, it is impossible to say; but the chas
tening hand of God in mercy arrested him, and 
laid him lmv on the bed of sickness. Then con
science raised her voice, ,vhich had hitherto been 
drowned or disregarded ; then remorse began to 
torture the humbled king, and sickness taught 
him ·what in health he refused to learn, namely, 
that there is no royal road to heaven, but that 
the prince and the beggar must alike tread the 
path of penitence and good works. "\Vb.en the 
fear of death ,ras upon him, "\Yilliam remem
bered the vacant sees and the injury he had 
done the Church. It happened (so had God 
ordered events) that Anselm ,vas in England at 
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the time the king fell sick, having been entreated 
by Hugh, Earl of Chester, to attend him during 
his illness. He was therefore able, when called 
for, to ·wait upon the king; and probably his 
admonitions brought him in some measure to 
repentance, for vVilliam entreated St. Anselm 
to undertake the office of Archbishop of Canter
bury. At first the holy man refused: he felt 
that he vrns now on the wane of life, being past 
sixty years olcl; he felt, moreover, that the years 
of quiet he had been spending but ill fitted him 
to stem the stormy passions of such a man as 
,Villiam Rufus; in short, he felt that he was not 
adapted to the task. He did not, however, trust 
to his own judgment; but seeing that the king 
and many others ,vere very urgent ,vith him to 
accept the oificc, he referred himself for direc
tion to his spiritual ruler the pope, representing 
to him how little qualified he was for so arduous 
a post. The pope commanded him to accept 
the archbishopric; and St. Anselm, lrith much 
regret but with a submissive mind, gave up his 
loved seclusion, and obeyed. But before he en
tered upon his new office, he insisted on the 
king's restoring the revenues of Canterbury, as 
they were in the time of Lanfranc; and with 
this most reasonable demand the Icing complied. 
IIe also warned "\Villiam, that, as archbishop, 
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he should keep the vow of obedience he had, 
as Abbot of Bee, made to Pope Urban II.; 
and this he made to be fully understood be
fore he assumed the episcopal office. U nfor
tunately, the repentance caused by fear does 
not often outlive the fear ,vhich produced it. 
When vVilliam recovered from his sickness, he 
began to fall back into his wicked ways; and 
then he found that the man ,vho was so meek 
and quiet in his private character could be vali
ant as a lion in defending the Church of Christ. 
The first subject of dispute ,vas, ,vhen ,villiam 
was going to make vrnr upon his brother Robert. 
The king ,vanted money, and the archbishop 
offered him 500l. The king said this was not 
enough; but St. Anselm could not give him 
more ,vithout defrauding the Church; so he 
respectfully but firmly 1·efused. The king was 
very angry; and when the archbishop ,vent to 
him, just before he embarked for Normandy, to 
ask permission to call a synod to settle the dis
orders of the Church, the king refused; and 
treated St. Anselm so unkindly, that he was 
obliged to leave the court. The second quarrel 
,vas, when the archbishop ,vished to go to Rome 
to recefre the pall from the hands of the pope. 
The pall was a woollen robe, ,vhich, after being 
consecrated by being laid upon the altar at St. 
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Peter's, ,-ras placed on the shoulders of an arch
bishop, to inYest him ,vith his dignity. Urban II. 
,vas at that time the rightful Pope; but there was 
another who called himself pope and asserted his 
claims; and King William pretended he had not 
mac.le np his mind which was the right one. He 
was a proud rebellious man, who wished to rule 
oYer eyery thing, even over the Church; so he was 
very angry that the Archbishop should acknow
ledge lirban when he himself had not done so, 
and refused to let him go to Rome, declaring 
that he himself would bestow upon him the pall. 
But St. Anselm reminded William that he had 
YO\ved obedience to Urban, and had declared 
his resolution of keeping that vow from the 
first, ,Yhen he had so mnvillingly accepted the 
oflice of Archbishop of Canterbury. He posi
tiH~ly refused to receive the pall from any one 
but the Pope, because he was the Head of the 
Church, and he had vowed to obey him. He 
expostulated ,Yith the king, and told him that 
he ,vas ready to ' render unto Cresar the things 
which were Cresar's,' but that he must also 'ren
der unto God the things which were God's.' 
The king still persisted; but Anselm still re
mained firm. Now, to judge rightly of the Arch
bishop's conduct, it will not do to compare it 
,vith the laws now existing, but with the state 

0 
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of things at that time. The Pope was then the 
acknowledged head of all the "\Vestern Church; 
his authority was not questioned; all bishops 
and archbishops at their consecration vowed 
obedience to him; and, therefore, to disobey him 
would have been breaking an oath. "\Vhether or 
not this ·was a right state of things is another 
question, and one ,ve need not now consider. 
At that time nothing had occurred to divide the 
vVestern Church, of ,vhich the English ,vas a 
part, and of ,vhich the Pope was the head. For 
a bishop to have disobeyed the laws of the Chm·ch 
then, and to have obeyed the king rather than 
the Pope (hi:s ecclesiastical superior in things 
spiritual , would have been fearing man more 
than God. It was a law of the Church that 
archbishops should receive the pall from the 
hands of the Pope: this particular law in ques
tion is not uow binding upon us, because the 
1Vestern Church is in a divided state, and one 
set of la,vs docs not govern the whole body. 
But such being the existing law, I leave you to 
judge whether St. Anselm ,vas ,vrong or right 
in refusing to be i1wested with his dignity by 
the hands of the king. The dispute lasted a long 
time : a council of bishops was called to de
cide the point; but they did nothing to help 
St. Anselm, though they knew he was right, 
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because they ,vere afraid of the king. At last, 
after contesting the point for a long while, find
ing that the Archbishop was ready to die sooner 
than compromjse his principles, the king sub
mitted; the pall was brought from Rome by 
the Pope's nuncio ( or deputy), and laid upon 
the altar in the cathedral of Canterbury, from 
whence St. Anselm received it as from the Pope. 
But \Villiam never quite forgave the Archbishop; 
his reconciliation with him was not sincere, so 
he soon found other subjects of dispute. \Vhen 
he made ,var upon \Y ales, he declared that the 
money St. Anselm sent to aid him was not so 
much as it ought to be; and this gave rise to 
ill-"·ill again. St. Anselm, finding that his single 
authority "·as not sufficient for so unruly an age 
and so rebellious a son of the Church, felt a 
great desire to go to Rome to consult the Pope. 
Ile asked \Villiam's permission to do so, but 
,vas harshly rdused; and ,vhen he pressed the 
point, the king banished him from the country. 
St. Anselm felt no bitterness against the un
happy monarch, who was surely more to be 
pitied than himself; he calmly divested himself 
of hi robes and sailed from Dover. But before 
he left the country, he ,vent to bid the king 
farewell, and aste<l him if he would not first 
recciYe an apostolical blei:;sing. The haughty 
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king, for a moment awed by the Christian dignity 
of the injured Archbishop, bowed his head, and 
St. Anselm solemnly bles!'-'.ed him, and then left his 
presence for eyer. X o sooner, however, ,Yas he out 
of the country, than "\.Villiam again sacrilegiously 
seized the reYenues of the see of Canterbury. 
But that St. Anselm had no feelings of personal 
anger against him is evident from his conduct 
at Rome; for ,vhen the Pope, indignant at the 
king's repeated outrages, was about to excom
municate him, St. Anselm generously interceded 
for him and saved him from that dreadful pu
nishment. Excommunication is the most a,yful 
punishment that can be inflicted in this life; it 
is a sent6nce which debars the offender from all 
religious ordinances and privileges, and cuts him 
off from all fellowship with other Christians. 
It was enjoined by St. Paul to be resorted to 
in extreme cases, when persous could not be 
corrected in any other vrny. You must not, 
then, forget that "\.Villiam Rufus had incurred 
this punishment, and that St. An:jclm sayed him 
from it at the very time that he had cu:iven 
him from the country. It "-oulcl take too long 
to tell you all the debates ,vhich took place at 
Rome; for my only wi h i to gi rn you a brief 
outline of those interesting event ·, so as to pre
pare your minds to study that part of hi::.tory 
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for yourselves "\vith a proper and true bias. vVil
liain having thus got rid of his faithful moni
tor-the only person who had sufficient regard 
for him to tell him the truth-saw him no 
more ; for St. Anselm remained abroad till 
,v alter Tyrrell's arrow sent the king to answer 
for his conduct before the Judgment-seat of 
God. In 1100, when Henry I. came to the 
throne, St. Anselm returned to England, and 
was received with great honour by the king and 
all the people. But this feeling of good will 
did not last long ; Henry partook of his bro
ther's ambitious vie,vs of royal supremacy; and 
a disagreement of much the same kind as that 
of the preceding reign rose between the sove
reign and the Saint. The dispute was this:
Henry ,vishecl the Archbishop to be reinvested 
by his hands, as a mark of his subjection to him 
as kiug ; and St. Anselm refused, because there 
was a canon or law of the Church forbidding 
laymen to invest abbeys or cathedrals or any 
ecclesiastic, and sentencing excommunication on 
all laymen ,vho presumed to invest, and all cler
gymen ,vho should receive such investitures. It 
had become necessary to enforce the law with 
great strictness, because lately terrible abuses 
had arisen in consequence of the neglect of it. 
Simony and other great crimes ,vere constantly 
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committed; and all ,Yho ·w·ished well to the 
Church were very anxious to correct these 
abuses and enforce the law. Perhaps you do 
11ot know the meaning of the word simony. It 
is the sin of Simon 1Iagus, mentioned in the 
Acts of the Apostles; it means, offering or re
ceiYing money or any other bribes in exchange 
for some spiritual office. The dispute bet,veen 
St. Anselm and Henry involved an important 
principle, nothing less than the freedom of the 
Church; and the question is, whether, so long 
as such was the law, St. Anselm, having :rn-orn 
to obey all the laws of the Church, could rightly 
disregard it. To judge of historical events im
partially, we must not view the actions of men 
by the modern notions of wrong and right, but 
by tlze tlzen acknowledged la,vs, and tl,e tlzen 
existing opinions. Henry did 11ot di pute the 
fact of there being such a lmv; on the contrary, 
he appealed to the Pope to dispense with it, 
but his request ,vas positively refused. The de
bate la ted for four or five years; but then the 
king, :finding that he could not gain his point, con
tented himself ,vith the sEght concession which 
the Pope agreed to make, namely, that the bi
shops and abbots should do homage to him for 
their temporalities. The king then sent for St. 
Anselm to return to England; but hearing that 



THE LADY OF THE MIDDLE AGES. 199 

he ,·ms ill, he '\Yent over himself to Normandy 
to settle all disputes amicably at the abbey of 
Bee, where the Archbishop was staying. It is 
thought that the king's temper was very much 
softened by the influence and example of his 
queen, the pious l\Iatilda; indeed, there can be 
no doubt that the holiness of this exemplary 
lady gave a healthy tone to the rough court of 
the feudal king and his barons. Matilda, or 
l\Iaude, was the daughter of that Margaret who 
was sister to Edgar Athe1ing, and ,vho married 
l\Ialcolm king of Scotland. From her infancy 
she had been brought up in habits of holiness ; 
her mother ,Yas a most saintly character, and 
on her deathbed committed her children to the 
care of her confessor Ttugot, bidding him not 
spare them but train them in Yirtue. This the 
good man faithfully did; and well did the pious 
:::\Iaude repay his cares. After her mother's 
clea th. she ,Yas placed for personal protection 
in a cmwent, of ,Yhich her aunt was the ab
bess ; for, as I told you, in those rough days 
conYents were almo t necessary houses of refuge 
for unprotected females. She ,Yore the dress 
of a nun for safety, though she had not taken 
the YO'\YS. In that sacred asylum she became 
confirmed in the holy habits in which she had 
been trained ; and when taken from thence to 
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be married to the king, she did not lose those 
habits. She lived in this world as one who was 
merely passing through it to a better; her chief 
object being always to benefit the Chm·ch of 
God. l\Iatilcla's favourite avocation was minis
tering personally to the poor, which she did in 
a very lowly way, sometimes washing their feet 
and waiting on them. She alone knew how to 
soften the rugged temper of the king ; and his 
subsequent peace with St. Anselm is to be main
ly attributed to her, for her respect and affection 
for this prelate were unbounded, as she proved 
when he was returning from Normandy by tra
velling on before him to provide for him on the 
road.-"1,,Vell, now, my little historians, what do 
you think of St. Anselm?" 

All the Children. " Oh, we quite love him !' 1 

Fitzmaur. "How is it possible not to lo,;-e so 
holy and kind a man, and so gentle too? Thank 
you very much for telling us all this history. 
But how is it that any one can examine the 
case, and yet find fault ,vith him? Surely every 
one must think it right to obey the laws." 

J.1lr. Russell. " It is, that people do not ex
amine the case; they think because they, in these 
modern days, look upon it as unnecessary to obey 
the Pope, that therefore it must have been al
ways wrong; forgetting that then to be a Chris-

q 
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tian even nominally, a man must at least profess 

to obey the ruler of the Church, and must be in 
communion with the see of Rome." 

Edward. ""'\Yell, I must say, fair's fair! It 

is nonsense to quarrel with a man for being a 

papist, ·when there was no other way of being a 

Christian. One might just as well quarrel with 
a man for wetting his feet when there is no clry 

ground to stand upon. I shall snap my fingers 

at Uncle John, and tel1 him he knows nothing 
about it." 

11Iary. "Besides, if obeying the Pope made 

people so holy as St. Anselm and l\'.Iaude, I do 

not see that it could be so very bad to do so." 

Fitzmaur. " Still, from ,vhat I have heard, I 

think people must have added things afterwards 

to their religion which were not so good. But, 

at all events, you see Alice was right, to say one 

should be careful how one spoke of any one ,vho 
is called a Saint." 

Alice. "I think, at least, we should not find 
fault with them till we are sure that we are 

quite as holy. Do you think, father, there are 

any people in the world now as good as St. An
selm?'' 

1lir. Russell. " Indeed, my love, that is a 
question no oue can ans,ver but the Searcher of 

hearts; but I think you are quite right in say-
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ing, that until we are equal in holiness to those 
whom ,ve presume to judge, we ought to speak 
of them very reverently; and then, when we 
lzave attained their holiness, there is no danger 
of our censuring them." 

J.1Iary. "And now please to tell us the story 
of the gentle lady."1 

JJir. Russell. "The gentle lady, as you call 
her, was :i\Iargaret, daughter of Robert Baron 
De Courcy, one of the retinue of "\Villiam the 
Conqueror. I will read to you the brief ac
count of her which I have collected from old 
manuscripts. - Robert Baron De Courcy was 
a rough fierce soldier, skilled in the arts of 
vrnr, but little adapted to the gentle blessings of 
peace. He married a beautiful and vfrtuous 
lady; but he cared little for her after the two 
first years were flown, and he broke her heart 
by his violent stormy passions. She had brought 
him a lovely daughter, whose face was like that 
of a bright angel; but he wished for a son, and 
it angered him to have none. ' "\Vhat care I,' 
J1e often said, 'for cheeks like the damask ro.se, 
and eyes like the blue of heaven, vi'l1en the Ba-

1 The history of St. Anselm is gi\·en detached from that of 
Margaret De Courcy, that the young reader may not confound 
historical facts with fiction. All that has been related hitherto 
of the Saint is strictly true; whereas all that follows is the work 
of imagination. JJ 
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ronetage De Courcy will be inherited by one 
who must bear a stranger's name, and no son 
will perpetuate his father's valour or boast of 
his father's exploits?' Thus he murmured, and 
the pious persuasions of his lady only angered 
him the more ; and for two or three years he 
would not caress the pretty creature, whose 
charms expanded before his eyes day by day. 
It would have saved the Baroness De Courcy 
many a bitter tear if she could have had a son; 
but such was not the will of the most High God, 
and to His loved will she ever willingly bowed 
her own. While her husband accompanied his 
chieftain William of Normandy to the wars or, 
if in peace, followed the chase, she occupied her
self in household duties and in deeds of mercy, 
and trained her daughter in the like habits of 
virtue. Day by day Margaret grew in beauty, 
in wisdom and in piety, until at last her gentle
ness and loveliness won upon her father's rough 
heart, and he loved her. Yes, he loved her, and 
her playful tenderness would often soothe his 
ruffied temper and turn a frown into a smile. 
Nevertheless, he was sometimes fearfully harsh, 
and many a cruel word and even blow the 
child endured in patience. One day, when the 
little maiden was about ten years old, tradition 
says that she was playing with some young com-
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panions close by the gates of the abbey of Bee. 
Her father's castle was in that neighbourhood. 
The baron was returning from an unsuccessful 
chase, not in the best of humours, when some 
of the children by accident crossed his path. 
He told them roughly to move; but as they 
did uot do so as quickly as he ,vished, he dis
mounted in a great passion, and drove them 
away ,vith menaces and blows. He did not 
at first perceive that his own child was among 
them; but when he saw her, he seized her 
roughly by the shoulder, and asked her how she 
dared disobey him. The trembling child meekly 
answered, that she had not, to her kno,vledge, 
disobeyed him. Upon this the baron s,vore, 
with a tremendous oath, that not a vassal in his 
vast domains presumed to contradict him, and 
that assuredly his own daughter should not. 
The child, who had trembled for herself under 
her father's wrath, now trembled for him, and 
clasping her fair hands and dropping on her 
knee, she exclaimed, 'Hush, my father; I pray 
you, say not that wicked word; do you not feel 
that the great God is shining round us ?' The 
baron was about to reply, but he ,vas arrested 
by a deep stern voice, exclaiming, ' "\Vho art 
thou, ,rho fearest not the ,,Tath of Goel, and art 
not awed by the majesty of innocence?' The 

u 
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proud N onnan looked up and saw before him a 

mild but severe-looking monk, fixing his eyes 

upon him as though he would read his very 

soul. De Courcy, unable to meet the calm gaze 

of the man of God, shrunk avvay ashamed. 

The monk then raised the weeping child in his 

arms, and tenderly embracing her, soothed her 

and commanded her to tell him vvho she was, 

and what caused her tears. It needed not much 
to ,vin the confidence of the innocent one; she 

spoke of her mother and of her home, and in 

a short time had poured all her little griefs and 

joys into the sympathising ear of the great St. 

Anselm. 
" Such was the first introduction of Mar

garet De Courcy to Anselm; and from that time 

for about six: years her intercourse with him 

was almost uninterrupted. Day after day, when 

she had obediently followed the instructions of 

her mother in working tapestry and other ac

complishments of the age, she repaired to the 

abbey, ,vhere her mind gradually expanded 

under the more intellectual tuition of the holy 

man. She learned to look to him for consola
tion and direction under every circumstance ; 

he became her confessor, her father and her 
guide. "\Vbo need wonder that, with such cul

ture, virtues already in the bud opened into 
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flowers worthy of a heavenly garden? \Vho 
need ·wonder that to her ,vell-disciplined mind 
the roughnesses of life became smooth; and that 
eYen the baron was in a measure softened by 
the pO\verful influence of domestic holiness? 

" N e,·ertheless, when 1Iargaret looked at 
her gentle mother and called to mind the sor
row she had so often witnessed, and when the 
loud and boisterous joviality of the baron's 
feudal court jarred upon her ears, she often 
breathed a prayerful hope that her lot in life 
might be different; that instead of the pomp 
and cheerless grandeur in which she had been 
reared, hers might be a quiet cell, enlivened by 
repeated hours of prayer, and her time spent 
in labours of love and devotiou, better fitted for 
one whose thoughts ,vere in heaven than the 
task of gracing a baronial board. This was 
l\.Iargaret's wish. She was acquainted with some 
of the sisters of a neighbouring convent, and 
her heart yearned to follow their holy avoca
tions. To St. Anselm she disclosed her "·ishes; 
but though he commended her choice, he did 
not much encourage her in it; he reminded her 
that, as her father's heiress, he had probably 
destined her to a far different coune; and he 
impressed upon her mind this ·olenm truth, that 
the state of life to which Goel has calle<l us is 
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the state in which we can best glorify Him, and 
that obedience is better than sacrifice. 

" It was in the year 1066, ,vhen ,villiam of 
Normandy had summoned his barons (of whom 
De Courcy ,vas always foremost) to accompany 
him in his projected invasion of England, that 
the quiet tenour of niargaret's life was fiTSt bro
ken. She had prayed her father to permit her, at 
least for a time during his absence and for pro
tection, to enter a convent; but he had an
swered, with a loud laugh, that he had. a much 
more suitable protector in store for her. Traces 
of tears were on :Margaret's face as she entered 
the chapel where she was to meet her revered 
director; and when, as she was wont, she bent 
the knee and asked him for his blessing, the 
grief she had till then restrained ,burst forth in 
fresh tears. '\Vhat grieves thee, my daughter?' 
the good priest inquired. ' Father, my hopes 
are blighted; the baron, my father, has com
manded me to prepare myself; for it is his ,vill 
and pleasure that I should be given in marri
age, and his pleasure, I well know, none can re
sist. Alas, I had hoped' . . ... ' ::.\Iy child,' 
replied St. Anselm, taking her by the hand, 
'go forward in thP- path of obedience, and thou 
shalt inherit a crown. If it were God's will 
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that thou shouldst embrace a convent-life, He 
vrnuld so ordain it; if, even yet, it should be 
His will, He will bring it about; but oppose not 
His \vill.' 'Father, I obey,' replied the ,veep
ing maiden; 'but my heart is :filled w·ith dread.' 
'\Vhat fearest thou in the pa.th of duty?' asked 
the Saint. 'I have seen my future lord,' she 
answered ; ' it is young Bertram, son of Count 
Niaure, commonly called Bertram Fitzmaure; 
I have seen him and I like him not. He is 
a man fond of war and fierce like my father. 
I greatly fear him; I tremble lest my life pass 
in tears, like that of my mother.' ' TeU me, 
daughter,' said the man of God, 'when thou 
didst desire to lead the life of a recluse, was it 
to embrace or to avoid the Cross of Christ?' 
' To embrace it, father,' replied the maiden. 
' Then embrace the one He offers thee,' replied 
the Saint. ' But ,vhat shall I do, if hard words 
and cruel treatment be my fate for many long 
dreary years?' l\Iargaret asked. St. Anselm ans
wered by drawing her opposite tbe Altar of God 
and pointing to the image of the Crucified ; 
then, when her feelings were excited by the 
agony of her Lord, he solemnly said, ' Though 
He ,vere a Son, yet learned He obedience by 
the things which He suffered.' Go thou, and 
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do like,vise.' ' I ,vill, father, I ·will,' 1\1:argaret 

said ; but presently added, clasping her hands, 

'yet "·hat if, when I am his wife, I 1ove him 

not?' ' 1\Iy daughter,' exclaimed the saint, 

'trouble not thyself ,vith the future. Give the 

whole of thy affection to Christ ; and then 

from that pure treasure He will bestow as 
much as seemeth unto Him meet upon him 

·whom it is His will thou shou1dst honour.' 

l\:Iargaret appeared soothed ; but before she 

quitted that sacred spot, she turned again to 

St. Anselm, and said, ' But what if I be con

strained to 1eave thee, my father, and perhaps 

see thee no more? How could I prosper with

out thy guidance?' 'Thou shalt be guided by 

God,' replied the ho1y Anselm. ' Hast thou 

forgotten the faith of thy childhood? Hast thou 

ceased to feel that the good God is shining round 
thee?' 

"Important events had occurred within t"·o 

years from this time; "\Yilliam of N onnaudy 

had established himself on the English throne, 
and divided the estates of the native Saxons 

among his mn1 fo1lowers. They, fortifying them
selves in stronu: ca tles, were beo-innino· to reio·n 

V ;::, b ::::, 

like petty princes; and most of the chief barons 
found it worth while to forsake their Norman 

residences, and naturalise themselves on Engli::-h 
p 
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soil. Amongst the number were De Courcy 
and Bertram. 

"Time passed on, and }Iargaret once more 
stood before St. Anselm; but not alone, as for
merly, did she stand ;-in her arms she clasped 
a lovely boy. 'Father, I am come to ask thy 
blessing on myself and my infant, before I follow 
my husband into a strange land,' were the words 
she spoke. St. Anselm laid his hand in blessing 
on the mother and the babe ; the former still 
radiant in beauty, the graceful fragile girl having 
developed into the portly dignified matron. Her 
bright beaming eye, and the unfaded red of her 
cheek, sufficiently ans,vered the inquiring glance 
with which the kind preceptor scanned her coun
tenance, to ascertain if his young favourite's fears 
had been realised. ' Daughter, thou art happy, 
methinks,' he said. ' Yes, father, I am happy; 
thanks to God, ,vho has loaded me with unde
served blessings. I love my Bertram and my little 
one, and Bertram loves me ; I ,n·ongecl him ; my 
fears were ill founded. I-Ie is a lion in the field, 
but a lamb at home. And now I willingly follo,v 
him ,vherever he goes; but yet it grieves me to 
leave thee, my father; perchance I may never 
see thee more.' 'Fear not, my daughter,' said 
the holy man; 'there is no such thing a, ab
sence in Christ's Church; we may be always 
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together in spirit, though not in the flesh. Be
sides, thou canst not tell what decrees of Pro
vidence may ordain our meeting, even though 
England be thy destination. God bless thee, my 
child ; go in peace ! ' 

"The barons of ,villiam the Conqueror soon 
became masters of the soil, and the poor Saxons 
were but their serfs, and oftentimes were cruelly 
treated. But not so in the prirrcely dominions 
of Bertram, commonly called Fitzmaur. He, 
as the feudal chief, was to his vassals a father 
and a friend; and they, from their hearts, felt 
ready to perform those services which their vas
salage required. That state of reciprocal kind
ness and mutual dependence, which the feudal 
system ,Yas designed to create, was beautifully 
exhibited by Bertram and his vassals, while the 
gentle }Iargaret ministered to the poor on her 
husband's estate, nourishing them and waiting 
on them ,vith her own hands. Thus in deed::; of 
love ::\'Iargaret's days flowed on for many happy 
year ; but not for ever. 

" It ,Yas seven years from the time of the 
parting above related, ,vhen )Iargaret again 
stood in the chapel belonging to the abbey of 
Bee. The death of her father had made her 
Baroness De Courcy; and the lordly domains 
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of the baron had been united to those of her 
husband. lVIargaret knelt within the ,.valls sh(~ 
had so tenderly loved in her childhood; but very 
unlike the bright creature of those days was the 
being on whom the red rays of an October set
ting sun now feH through the stained ·window. 
It was vesper-time, and the solemn chants per
haps accorded well with her feelings; for she 
remained motionless, her eyes fixed on one ob
ject, seemingly so absorbed in thought as not 
to perceive the restlessness of the noble-looking 
boy she held by the hand. "\Vhen the last note 
had died away into silence, and the footsteps of 
the departing worshippers had ceased to echo 
from the paved aisle, 1Iargaret approached one 
of the priests, who ,vas just retiring into the 
sacristy, and requested to speak to Anselm, the 
prior. He appeared. The mwaried and peace
ful tenour of his life had made the lapse of years 
imperceptible in him; and the sight of his re
verend figure brought back to 1Iargaret's mind 
her happy childhood. But when she adnmced 
towards him, dressed in the weeds of widow
hood, her bright eye dimmed with weeping, and 
her comely figure attenuated by sorrow, he knew 
her not; and it was not till she had knelt before 
him, and he had heard the sikery tones of her 
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voice, that he recognised her, and exclaimed, 
'Margaret, my beloved daughter!' 

"' Father,' said the young widow, 'Bertram 
is dead: the will of God be done ! It has pleased 
the Lord to recall to Himself that portion of 
my affection which He permitted me to bestow 
upon Bertram for ten happy years. And now I 
would gladly raise a monument to his memory, 
and a memorial of my thankfulness to God; for 
Bertram departed this life in His faith and fear.' 
'God prosper thee in thy work!' replied An
selm; 'what monument wouldst thou raise?' 'I 
wish to found a church ; that there, though ab
sent in the body, we may be present in the 
spirit, and that there succeeding generations 
may bless and praise God's name.' ' God's 
blessing be on thee and on thy work!' replied 
the man of God. 

"For some length of time the conference 
between the Saint and the widow lasted; many 
words of comfort were poured into her heart; 
and at the close of it she said to him, 'Is not 
the moment come now when the wish of my 
girlhoocl may be accomplished ?-is it not time 
that I should retire and pray, and spend my 
widowed life in the service of God's poor ?-tell 
me, my father, may I not now take shelter in a 
convent, and hide myself from an unsympathis-



214 THE LADY OF THE 1IIDDLE AGES. 

ing ·world?' 'No, my daughter,' replied St. An
selm; ' that hour is not yet. Thou must serYe 
Christ where He has placed thee; for thou hast 
yet much work to perform. Thou must train 
that boy in the paths of holiness, and in allegi
ance to God and the king ; thou must rule his 
Yassals till he is of an age to rule them himself; 
his dominions are vast, and require a skilful hand 
and head. Thy toils are not ended; repose must 
not be yet ; go in peace.' 

"::\Iargaret obeyed; and for ten years more 
she laboured incessantly, uncheered by the af~ 
fectionate companion who had solaced her hi
therto. In solitude she performed every duty, 
and earnestly stroYe to curb the headstrong pas
sions of her son, who, as he grew older, betrayed 
an inclination to stubbornness and pride. As 
the young Bertram grew year by year, uniting 
the beauty of one parent to the valour of the 
other, he cost his affectionate mother many bit
ter tears; for he did not display in the same 
proportion the virtues of either. Still l\iargaret 
hoped and prayed, and doubted not that God 
would hear her in terces ions in behalf of her 
wayward son. She strove to avert the mischief 
of his reckles ne s. Now she pleaded for the 
vassal whom his thoughtless tyranny \voulcl fain 
oppress, and now her a,ve-inspiring Yirtue checked 
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the riotous mirth in which he and his associates 

would otherwise have indulged. So that as long 

as he walked in her presence he was restrained. 
"But in an evil hour he left her side, pro

fessedly to visit his Norman territories, praying 

his mother to rule in his stead during his ab

sence. Then was lVIargaret's cup of bitterness 

full to the brim, ,vhen she heard that the son of 

her bosom had joined the standard of the young 

Duke Robert of Normandy, who was in arms 

against his mvn father. On the wings of mater

nal love she sped to Normandy, and pursued her 

rebel son into the very camp; and she raised 

her awful hand, and she conjured him by the 

anguish she had borne for him, by a mother's 

love, by his hopes of heaven, to lay down his 

arms and return to the allegiance of his king. 

Bertram trembled before his mother; yes, the 

brave warrior trembled before the weak woman, 

as sin must ever tremble in the presence of vir

tue; but his comrades jeered him, and the risings 

of remorse were stifled. 'Hear me, my son,' said 

the Lady :Margaret; 'the sin of rebellion is ever 
as the sin of ,vitchcraft; it is a heinous traus
gression,-by it the angels fell from heaven; and 
to raise the hand a_gainst the Lord's anointed 

makes man to become as one of them. But 

how much deeper is the dye of this most black 
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offence, when is added to it, disobedience to a 
father, as in the case of the young Duke Robert. 
And in thy case also, my son; for be assured 
my blessing shall never rest upon a rebel to bis 
prince.' Long pleaded l\tiargaret, but in vain ; 
Bertram now wavered, and then again suuk into 
obstinacy; he had formed bad friends, and they 
had spurred him on to vice. Finally, when his 
mother asked him if he would choose her bless
ing or her curse, he turned away. ' Fare·we11, 
my son,' she then exclaimed; 'beware lest thou 
never see thy mother's face again.' 

""\Veary and faint, and broken in heart, the 
sorrowing l\Iargaret once more repaired for con
solation to the prior of the abbey of Bee. But 
when she saw her reyered and long-tried friend 
again, she fell at his feet in an agony of tears, 
exclaiming, ' Once lvidowed, and now worse 
than childless, behold, my father, thy unhappy 
daughter.' St. Anselm, now a grey-headed old 
man, raised her by the hand, listened to her 
tale of sorrow, and breathed hope into her heart. 
'I bid thee,' he said, 'remember the story re
corded of St. ::\Ionica, the holy mother of St. 
Augustine; take comfort by her example. Imi
tate her patience, her faith, and her perseYerance 
in prayer, and doubt not that thy reYvard shall 
be like hers. After many years her prayers 

i 
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were heard, and the son who so long had wan
dered in the paths of sin and heresy, returned 
to those of virtue and true faith. Ancl thou 
too, my afflicted daughter, shalt reap the fruits 
of thy labours, if not in the flesh, yet more cer
tainly in the spirit, when thou shalt watch over 
thy then penitent child.' 'God's will be done,' 
replied the lady; 'but what remains for me 
now, my father? in what does my duty lie? for 
I can no longer rule the domains of my son, 
whose vassals will, of course, follow their liege 
lord to rebellion against the king.' ' The time 
is now come,' said Anselm, 'that the wish of 
thy youth may be accomplished; nought remains 
for thee now but intercession and prayer; retire 
in faith and hope, and God's blessing be upon 
thee ! The heart thou didst so loyally offer to 
thy God in all its freshness, twenty years ago, 
He will still accept, now broken in His service.' 

" A very short time after this, Margaret had 
taken the veil in the convent of Rumsey, in 
Hampshire. In prayer, in fasting, and in alms
deeds, her days flowed on for twenty years. 
History records that within the sanctuary of 
this convent ,vas placed for protection, not as a 
professed nun, the young Matilda of Scotland, 
daughter of the pious 1\Iargaret Atheling. After 
the death of her saintly parents, her faithful 
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guardian and confessor, Turgot, who had ful
filled his promise of carefully training the royal 
girl, placed her under the care of Christina, her 
aunt, abbess of the convent of Rumsey. Mar
garet loved the young Saxon, and Matilda re
turned her love ; and the widow felt as if she 
had found another child, and the orphan another 
mother. Nevertheless the princess felt no incli
nation to follow l\Iargaret's profession, and this 
she, from the first, honestly declared. She sought 
but protection within the convent-walls, and 
eagerly longed to discard the sober habit ·which, 
for still further security, she ,vas compelled to 
wear. Nay, often when the severe eye of the 
abbess was not upon her, she would throw off 
the veil from her royal brow, and let loose her 
luxuriant tresses, exclaiming that the habit suited 
her not. This distaste for a convent-life, which 
Matilda had from her childhood betrayed, pro
ceeded not from lack of piety, far from it; not 
even in those days, when monastic rules were 
regarded with so excessive a partia1ity, could 
such an accusation have been made against 
the royal Saxon. God endows l-Iis creatm·es 
with different tastes and dispositions, which are 
so many several talents, and according to these 
He exacts senices, but He seeks not to reap 
where He hath not sown. This the gentle 
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indulgent l\Iargaret well knew; and she never 

urged her young companion to profess a strict

ness which she could not consistently have car

ried out; but rather she endeavoured, by her 

example and precepts, to form her to habits of 

piety which would fit her for any state of life 

to which it might please God to call her. They 
accompanied each other in the task of minister

ing to Christ through His poor, and this was 

equally a solace and delight to both. And who 

can estimate the benefit of an early life so spent? 

"\Vhen subsequently Matilda exchanged the veil 

for a crown, becoming queen to Henry I. of 
England, ,vho can say how much of the wis

dom ,vith which she ruled, the sweetness with 

which she curbed her husba11d's passions, and 

the humility and piety which added fresh power 

to the sceptre and fresh charms to her beauty, 

may not have been owing to the habits of reli
gion formed within the walls of Rumsey? As 

a queen, the splendours of royalty never caused 
l\Iatilda to forget that duty which alone sancti

fies riches, almscleeds. So many and so humble 

,vere her acts of charity, that she was once re

buked by a courtier for them, to whom, accord

ing to a quaint poet of the day, she thus replied: 

'"\Vhy say you so? Our Lord Himself example 
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gave for so to do.' Her saintly character is con
cisely described in a Latin epigram, the sense of 
which may be thus rendered: 'She was never 
elated by joy, nor dejected by s01To-w; she 
smiled at adversity, and trembled at prosperity; 
beauty never occasioned frailty, nor the sceptre 
pride; her pmver ,,as exercised in humility, 
and her charms were enhanced by modesty.' 

" In the calm retreat she had selected, ::\1ar
garet passed year after year unmoved by the 
sundry chances and changes of this mortal life. 
The waters ,vhich deluged the world only caused 
the ark of her repose to rise higher and higher 
towards heaven. She did not, indeed, cease to 
feel a mother's anguish for her erring son, of 
whom she heard sad reports; but she daily and 
hourly prayed for him, and rested in a tranquil 
faith that her prayers ,vould be ans,\·ered at last. 
During the years she spent thus, the death of 
the first "\Villiam brought his riotous, reckless 
son to the throne, who, tortured by remorse for 
his daring sacrilege, promoted the holy Anselm 
to the see of Canterbury, and thereby unknmv
ingly caused a lively joy to the Barone s De 
Courcy. Shortlived "·as that joy, hmvever, -
as shortlivecl as the penitence of the king; his 
disputes ,vith St. Anselm soon commenced, and 
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were followed by the banishment of the latter, 
leaving nothing for 1Iargaret but to pray for her 
absent friend, and for pardon for the king. 

" But more intense was Margaret's grief, 
and more fervent ,vere her prayers, when she 
learned, that, among the lawless courtiers of 
\Villiam Rufus, whose flattery and pernicious 
counsels had urged him on in the path of vice, 
was her own hapless son, Bertram. This wretch
ed young man had gone on from bad to worse. 
He had left the service of Duke Robert, when 
the latter engaged in the Crusades, and joined 
the court of "\Villiam ; while there, his conduct 
,vas so notoriously bad, that he ,vas several 
times rebuked by the Archbishop. But these 
rebukes only seemed to harden his heart, and 
to raise therein bitter resentment against the 
stern monitor, whose counsels would, if heeded, 
have saved him from much misery. At last his 
impenitence brought upon him sentence of ex
communication; and from that hour he plotted 
evil against St. Anselm. In the mean while he 
went recklessly on, disregarding the awful pu
nishment that had been laid upon him. 1--Ie had 
married a young Saxon lady of great beauty; 
and she in dissipation, and he in riotous plea
sures, passed their days. 

" How 1mspeakable is the long-suffering of 
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God, in bearing with such rebels! How great 
the value of a mother's prayers in behalf of her 
child! How often when the avenging Hand 
was raised against the sinner, may the suppli
catory cry, ' Spare him, good Lord,' have caused 
it to be averted! The spark of spiritual life 
was not quite extinguished in Bertram's breast, 
it glimmered now and then; and many times 
amid the noisiest scenes of pleasure its feeble 
yet steady light sent a pang to his inmost soul, 
for the worm of remorse \Vas there ; and often 
during a sleepless night would the image of his 
mother rise before him, sometimes wearing the 
smile of tenderness which had beamed upon his 
childhood, aud sometimes the stern frmvn with 
which she had bade him farewell in Duke Ro
bert's camp. In spite of his hardness of heart, 
he still loved his mother. There was one small 
room in his castle into ·which he never could 
bear to enter; it ,vas one in which during his 
childhood J\Iargaret had instructed him, and 
which during latter years she had made her 
retreat from his noisy, riotous hall. Bertram 
could not enter this once-hallowed spot without 
a crowd of agoni~ing thoughts rising to his mind, 
which made him shudder. I-Ie could not fix 
his eyes upon the lowly stool, on which, in hjs 
happy days of innocence, he had sat at his mo-
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ther's feet. Therefore he had barred the door, 
and refused ever to set foot in it again. But 
with that strange mixture of reverence which 
sometimes lingers in the most hardened heart, 
like one remaining spark of that fire once kindled 
by the grace of God, but which now shines only 
to make the surrounding darkness more visible, 
Bertram took care to leave every article of fur
niture precisely as ~Iargaret had left it \Vhen 
last she had tenanted the spot, even to the has
sock on vi·hich her knees had bent in prayer,
in prayer, perhaps, for him. 

" On the accession of Henry I., Bertram had 
left the court-for the scholar-king suited him 
not-and had lirecl principally ·within his mn1 

domains, spending most of his time in the 
chase. It ,,as, perhaps, the retirement of the 
castle that brought Bertram's lady to reflection; 
certain it is, that some time after her sojourn 
there, she became very sad, and the thoughts 
of the reckless life her husband 'iYas leading, in 
,,hich she had rather encouraged him than the 
reYerse, preyed upon her mind, and his long 
neglect of the hem·y sentence ,Yhich debarred 
him from all ordinances of religion terrified her. 
Bertram \Yas o little at home, and when there 
\Yas so surrounded by pleasure-seeking compa
nions like himself, that he noticed not the change 
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which for some months might have been percep
tible in her. He noticed not that, each morn
ing, before he had recovered from the night's 
revels, she had repaired to attend the service in 
the church; he knew not that she had again had 
recourse to the long-neglected ordinances of re
ligion :-this change had been working for many 
months before he perceived it. 

"At length, an accidental circumstance 
brought it before him. He happened to pass 
near the door of the room he kept so sacredly 
closed, and to his surprise he thought he heard 
sounds within. He paused an instant, hesitat
ing between the shrinking he felt from opening 
that door, and his desire to ascertain who had 
opened it before him. The latter prevailed; he 
cautiously entered the room, and there, to his 
astonishment, beheld his lady on her knees, and 
bathed in tears. She rose when he appeared, 
and for some minutes they gazed at each other 
in silence. At length she approached him, and 
laid her head upon his shoulder. ' Bertram,' 
said the lady, 'alas, how unworthy a successor 
am I of her who formerly inhabited these walls!' 
The stout baron trembled like a ·wither~d leaf 
at this allusion to his mother; and gathering 
his brows into a fearful frown, he muttered, 
'What brings thee here?' 'I came,' she said, ' to 
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pray for the Lady MaTgaret's unhappy son, and 
for her far more sinful daughter.' The baron 
trembled yet more violently, which she perceiv
ing, said with greater urgency, '0 my Bertram! 
for six years thy unhappy soul has remained de
barred from God's blessed ordinances; in pity, 
and for thy mother's sake, save thyself.' The 
demon of pride arose in Bertram's soul, and he 
would have replied fiercely, but the Angel of 
Grace battled with him, and he was speechless. 
Fierce was the strugg]e between them, and Ber
tram's breast heaved, and the veins of his brow 
swelled with the conflict; but the good Angel 
triumphed, and the hardened sinner wept. He 
wept long, and loud- oh, he wept such tears as 
if a sea of ice had thawed within him, and was 
weeping itself a·way. "\Vhen his choking voice 
could utter a sound, his :first word was 'My 
mother.' There was one ,veeping with him and 
for him, and at last he exclaimed again, 'My 
mother-ah, is she yet alive? "\Vill she see her 
lost sou?' 'Jot as thou art now, a poor wither
ing branch, a severed limb ; but hie thee to the 
feet of Anselm, and he will give thee pardon, 
and send thee to thy mother.' Thus spoke his 
lady; and he replied, 'Thank thee for thy timely 
counsel; I ,vill do thy bidding.' 

"At the feet of the holy Anselm knelt Ber
Q 
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tram; and thegoodA.rchbishop, who had mourned 
for him as for a hopeless child, now wept tears 
of joy over him. He placed a letter in his hand, 
and said, 'Hasten to the convent of Rumsey, 
and give this to Christina the abbess, and at my 
bidding she will grant thee an intervie,v ,vith 
thy mother. Tell l\fargaret I sent thee, and 
she will bless thee ; and then bring me tidings 
of her, for some time has passed away since I 
have seen her. Remember me to thy lady 
mother, and tell her that Anselm blesses her.' 
Though Bertram had sped ,vith his utmost 
speed the journey which brought him to the 
convent, yet once within sight of its walls, he 
felt as if he could not proceed. He dismounted, 
and left his steed at a distance; but as he ad
vanced his knees trembled under him; he paused 
every now and then, as if to summon strength; 
twenty years had flown since he had seen that 
tender parent, and now he dreaded ,vhat he 
longed for. "\Vith a hesitating hand he knocked 
at the convent-gate, and asked for the abbess; 
he ,vas told she ,vas in the chapel, but that the 
service ,voulcl soon be e11ded. Thither he re
paired ; not indeed venturing his unsanctifiecl 
foot within the holy threshold; but standing 
,vithout, waiting the conclusion of the office. 
He listened to the voices "·ithiu, cha11tiug a 
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solemn requiem for the dead; and the beau
tiful strains of devotion, the first he had heard 
for so many years, as they fell upon his ear, 
caused within his heart a mingled sensation of 
agony and hope. The music ceased, and he 
heard the footsteps of the procession about to 
leave the church. He hastily retreated within 
a recess, and watched in silence, and he saw the 
long file of sisters bearing one of their commu
nity to a new-made grave; and then he saw the 
earth thrown in, the black cross erected at the 
head, and the procession return to the convent, 
leaving the departed one to the repose of death. 
Then he advanced, and timidly approaching the 
abbess, he threw himself on his knees before 
her. ' "\.Vho art thou?' she inquired, surprised 
at the fierce-looking being thus humbled before 
her. ' A miserable sinner,' was his reply. 'God 
help thee, my son; b11t what wouldst thou of 
me?' resumed the abbess. Bertram placed the 
letter in her hands, and hid his face. ' Ho, 
from Anselm!' exclaimed she, viewing the sig
nature ; ' how fares his Grace of Canterbury?' 
Then, vdien she had perused. the document
' '\Yhat, art thou Bertram, the son of 1\fargaret 
De Courcy ?' ' The same,' replied the baron ; 
' the wicked son of the holiest of mothers.' 
' Thou sayest well, the holiest of mothers,' re-
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tul'ned the abbess; and then she paused, and 
muttered half audibly-' Strange are the deal
ings of the l\Iost High. 1Iy son,' she continued, 
' if thou wilt only repent, and be restored to 
the communion of the Church, thou ,vilt ne-rer 
more be separated from thy mother. Stone 
walls could bar her from thee in the flesh ; but 
the Communion of the Saints nothing can im
pede, for they are spiritual. God help thee, 
poor sinner, thou art too late, thy mother lies 
,vithin that ne,v-made grave ; but her glorified 
spirit blesses thee. Nay, look not so fiercely 
wild, I pray thee ; but listen to my "·ords: she 
prayed for thee to the very last; yes, her feeble 
voice "·as heard to utter thy name after it had 
ceased to articulate any other sound. And God 
was gracious to her, and comforted her concern
ing thee ; for, a few hours before her blessed 
soul took flight, she raised her eyes l\.'ith a smile 
,vhich seemed of heaven, and said, ' He has 
heard me; my son is saved!' Therefore I tell 
thee' ..... But Bertram heard no more ; for 
with a shriek "nich might lia-\ e mntkenecl from 
their cold sleep the tenants of that consecrated 
spot, he fell into a heavy s"·oo11. There was 
such agony in that shriek that it pierced the 
hearts of all; and many charitable Christians ga
thered around to aid the wretched man. But 
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Bertram vrns not yet schooled to bend to the 
sympathy of fellow-men, and so, directly his 
senses returned, he rushed from them to pour 
out his bitterness in solitude. 

"That night, when the sun went down, upon 
that new-made grave a penitent lay stretched, 
and the next morning, when it rose again, the 
penitent still was there. 

"From that day, the man who had spent so 
many hours in noisy mirth was never known 
to smile again. vVhen he returned to his do
mains, he shrank from entering his castle; but 
fled to a cave, where he hid himself for three 
days, and probably would have died there, but 
that he was found by a peasant, and carried 
home. To this day, that cave is called by the 
peasantry, the Penitent's Cave. His was, at that 
time, undisciplined grief; but he was not for
saken in his distress-though Anselm did not 
long survive his child and pupil, there wanted 
not faithful friends \vho brought him to a better 
state. His mother's royal companion, the good 
queen J\1aude, when she heard of his story, 
shewed sisterly kindness to Bertram's lady, and 
earnestly commended them both to the care of 
her O\Vn confessor. Soothed by the affectionate 
counsels of one who had known and loved his 
mother, Bertram accepted the proffered kindness; 
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and, restored to the communion of the Church, 
felt also restored to his mother, and spent the rest 
of_his days in \Yorks of penitence and piety." 

During the latter part of l\1r. Russell's nar
rati-re, Fitzrnaur had sat with his face hidden in 
his hands ; and when it ,vas concluded, he fal
tered out, " Oh, how sad, how very, very sad to 
think of Bertram not seeing his mother again! 
I wonder he did not die of grief. It makes me 
shudder to think of the life of miserv he must ., 
ha Ye led after her death; he never could haye 
been happy again." 

Alice. "No, I should think not; but they 
are together now. And consider the many hun
dred years that Bertram has, as we hope, been 
happy. It is nearly eight hundred years. Ho,v 
very short he must now think those years of 
misery!" 

Fitzmaur. " Yes, I forgot that. It is not 
worth ,Yhile to think of the fe,y years of sor
row,-those of happiness are so much greater. 
I suppose that is \Yhat is meant, \Yhcn we are 
told that \Ye should not care so much for \Yhat 
we may ha Ye to endure in this life, if \Ye thought 
more of heayen.'' 

Jir. Russell. "Exactly so; a habit of realis
ing the happiness of the Saints makes us Yalue 
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present things according to their actual worth; 
and makes us feel that a few years of contrition 
and self-denial are a trifling sacrifice." 

J.llary. " It seems so strange to think that 
we are all descended from Margaret. How 
good we ought to be ! " 

Edward. " How I should like to be a brave 
chief, with a great nurn ber of followers, like 
Bertram's father ! I should not like to be him
self, because he did so many wicked things ; 
and to lose my dear mamma would break my 
heart. But I should like to be the first Ber
tram. I ,vish there were brave knights in these 
days." 

Fitzma1.tr. " I had rather though be him 
when he was at the head of his vassals at home, 
making them happy and doing them good ; I 
ahvays think it must be so pleasant to have a 
great number of dependents to make happy. 
Then, if I was about the cotu-t, or a statesman, 
I think I should try to persuade the king to be 
very kind to all the bishops, and to do good to 
the Church ;-that is, I feel as if I should." 

Jllr. Russell. " God grant you may, my boy, 
if ever you have the opportunity!" 

1llary. " I should Eke to be Margaret, when 
she managed all the estate herself, and did so 
much good; or 1Iatilda, the queen,-it must 
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be very, very pleasant to be a quPen; I mean, 
of course, a good queen." 

Alice. "I had rather be l\fargaret when she 
had retired from all the noise in the world, and 
was spending her time in praying for others and 
in helping the poor. I quite pity l\Iatilda for 
having to leave that calm quiet spot, to mix again 
in all the troubles and turmoils of the world." 

JJiary. " Oh, no; because she was glad to 
go. And then, you know, she was quite as 
good after she was queen." 

Alice. " Yes, quite as good; but I should 
think not so happy. However, 1-Iary, if you 
mean to be Queen ]\fati]da, I will be l\Iargaret, 
staying quietly in some little cell to pray for 
you. Do you think, father, that people can 
lead lives like l\:Targaret now?" 

JJir. Russell. " Yes, if they give themselYes 
up to the service of God, they may lead a life 
of prayer and faith, not only iu a convent, but 
wherever Goel may cast their lot in life. And 
in the world, too, all may glorify Goel, by serving 
Him in lowliness and obedience, and taking care 
to do all their works secretly, not to be seen and 
praised by men." 

J.liary. " I cannot help fancyiug that l\1ar
garet must have been n1ore useful vrhcn living 
in her castle, than in the convent." 
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Alice. " I am not sure of that; for consider 
that what she could not succeed in doing for 
her son by her exertions, she accomplished for 
him by her prayers." 

J1Ir. Russell. " Yes ; we are all rather apt 
to forget, in these days, the actual benefit of 
prayer. And now, my children, I must leave 
you : I hope you will not forget the story of 
' the gentle lady;' and that in whatever position 
you may be placed, you \Yill do your duty like 
her." 

The three Yisitors thanked l\Ir. Russell; and 
extorted a promise from Alice, that she would 
accompany them the next day to see the Peni
tent's CaYe. Alice had often seen it; but she 
said she should look at it now with double in
terest. All the children had at different times 
passed the spot; but now they wanted to ex
plore the caYe, and look into every cranny, and 
particularly notice a little dent in the stone, 
which common tradition said had been worn 
by the penitenfs knees. 



, I 

CHAPTER VIL 

TIIE FERRY. 

IT wanted but two days to Fitzmaur's birthday, 
ancl Alice had been dreaming of it all night, 
confounding him with Bertram, sou of the lady 
l\iargaret, and mixing up confused visions of 
castles, convents and archbishops. ""\Vith a light 
heart she arose on a bright sunny morning, and 
performed her various duties with alertness, pre
paring to accompany her friends on their long 
,valk. Permission had been giYen to the young 
party to lay aside their studies rather earlier 
than usual, so that Alice found them ready to 
start when she arrived at the Castle. The only 
delay seemed to be caused by a slight discu:::;sion 
between the two boys and their mother. :Miss 
Dalton, :Mary's governess, was ill; and Lady De 
Courcy, with that instinctive fear of something 
-some distant possibility which miglzt hap
pen, ,vhich belongs to a mother's character, half 
doubted whether she liked the little girls to 
take so long a walk with the boys for their sole 
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protectors; and Fitzmaur and Edward, indignant 
at the notion that they were not competent to 
take care of themselves and their fair compa
nions, were answering her arguments with the 
exclamation, " \Vhy, mamma, what difficulty 
can there be? what can you be afraid of? No
thing could possibly happen to us between this 
ancl the caYe which we are going to see." Still 
Lady De Courcy, not being quite satisfied by 
their energetic persuasions, compromised the 
matter, by saying that they should go part of 
the way alone; but that she would send a ser
vant by another road, to meet them at the 
mountain, and accompany them home. The 
children contented themselves with this conces
sion; and with an affectionate kiss received the 
last injunction of the fond mother: " Get you 
gone, you madcaps; and mind you do not get 
into mischief." 

No second bidding was required ; away 
bounded the happy children, every now and 
then turning round to kiss hands or nod to the 
beloved parent, whose eyes still fondly followed 
them, till a bend in the road hid them from her 
sight. It may be necessary to state, that Au
gusta clicl not accompany her cousins in their 
walk; they had invited her to do so; but she 
had replied, that she did not much care for see-
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ing the cave, as she had not heard the story; 
and that she had a dread of that particular 
mountain, because there she had fallen from 
her horse. Though rather at a loss to under
stand how the above-named accident could af
fect a pedestrian excursion, it may be readily 
believed, that if Augusta was satisfied to re
main at home, her companions were not disposed 
to quarrel ·with the cause. 

It was a bright day, but very "·indy, and the 
wind seemed to increase as they went on; but 
this was pronounced to be all the better fun. It 
was an endless source of merriment ,vhen Ed
ward's hat was blown off, and the whole party 
had to chase it ; and ,vhen l\1ary's bonnet ,vas 
turned inside out; but when little Alice, "·hose 
fairy weight offered but a slight resistance to 
the elements, ,-ras blown off her feet on to a bed 
of moss, then the peals of laughter that burst 
from all (herself included) might have been 
heard far and wide. 

Their path winded up a steep hill, and then 
led them by the side of the river; the mountain 
they had to climb to reach the Penitenfs Cave 
was still at a little distance. 

" "\Vhat sound ·was that ?" suddenly ex
claimed Fitzmaur; " I am sure I heard some . " one cryrng. 

~ 
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The children stopped to listen. For a few 
minutes there was nothing audible ; and then 
they heard some one give a deep sigh, and ex
claim, " Oh clear, oh dear! what shall I do ?" 

" What can it be ?" said Alice; "some one 
must be in distress; ,ve had better see what is 
the matter." 

The sound seemed to come from the ferry ; 
the children pushed through the shrubs to the 
spot, ancl there they saw a poor girl seated on a 
stump of a tree, crying; ·with a basket, covered 
with a clean cloth, laid on the ground by her 
side. 

"I know this girl," said Alice; "it is Ellen 
Barton." She vrent up to her, and asked her 
kindly what was the matter. 

"Poor Johnny will be waiting for me," Ellen 
answered; " and he'll think me so unkind not 
to come. The doctor was ,vith him this morn~ 
ing, and prescribed something for his cough, 
v,hich he said would be sure to do him good. 
His cough has been so painful all day, that 
mother said he had better have it at once; and 
so she sent me to get the stuff from the doctor's 
house, and one or two other things she wants 
very badly from the village. The ferryman was 
here half an hour ago, and rowed me over; but 
now he is gone, and I do not know when he will 
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come back: I am Slll'e I have been ·waiting here 
a quarter of an hour; and I don't know ,vhat 
to do. Poor dear Johnny!" 

" How very sorry I am ! " said l\f ary ; "what 
shall we do for you ?" 

"If I knew which way he was gone," said 
Edward, "I would run after him." 

"Do you not th.ink you and I could row her 
over?" said Fitzmaur to his brother. 

" 0 yes," replied the other; " you know ,ve 
have just been learning to row-,ve could do it 
easily." 

"Are you sure," inquired Alice, "that your 
papa and mamma would trust you to row ?" 

"Yes, certainly," returned Fitzmaur; "papa 
said we ought to know how to do such things, 
and he has just got a little boat on purpose to 
teach us; and this last ,veck we lrnve been row
ing on the lake incessantly, as you ,vould have 
known if you had come to :see us as usual." 

"Sti11," said Alice, "I do not feel quite sa
ti fied that they would approve of this ; it is not 
exactly the same thing as rowing on the lake: 
besides, were you not once desired not to go on 
the riYer without ]eave?'' 

" That was two years ago," Fitzmaur an
S\verecl ; " and then ,ve had never handled an 
oar; since that, we have practised rowing alld 

t 



THE FERRY. 239 

are become expert ; and papa said he hoped we 
should make ourselves of use some day. Surely, 
if he had intended us to obey his order about 
the river, given two years ago, he would have 
told us again ,vhen he allowed us to have the 
boat upon the lake." 

"Perhaps he forgot to do so," replied Alice. 
"I really think you are too fussy," said Ed

ward; " eYen if we were to get into a little 
scrape, it ,vould not signify so much; besides, 
people are not supposed to remember what they 
arc told so long ago." 

" Oh, that is a very bad argument!" ex
claimed Fitzmaur, "since ,ve do happen to re
member it. But ,vhat I think is, that when it 
is to clo a good-natured thing, one may trans-
1rrcss a rule ,· because it is so rio·ht to be kind O b 

and to do good, that it is almost more important 
than implicit obedience." 

"I daresay you know best," said Alice, hesi
tating; "but I always thought that a rule was 
a rule, and that nothing could excuse disobedi
ence, not eren the intention of doing good." 

"There I am sure you arc ,vrong," Fitz
maur replied; " for I heard Uncle John only 
yesterday saying something just the reverse of 
that, and much more like my opinion. IIe was 
talking on quite a different matter from this; 
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but it does not signify what the subject 1s
the principle is the same." 

" And what did he say ?" inquired Alice and 
Mary at once. 

"He was talking with that clergyman who 
has been staying with us the last two days. I 
cannot quite recollect the actual subject of their 
conversation; but I think it ,vas about some laws 
which they called canons, and some rules in the 
Prayer-book." 

" But what has that to do with rowing on 
the river ?'' said Alice, laughing. 

"Nothing," was Fitzmaur's rejoinder; "only 
Uncle John's remark struck me very much at 
the time. He said there could be no use in 
obeying rules made so long ago, under different 
circumstances from the present; that change of 
circumstances made all the difference ; and that 
at any rate, when people felt they could do more 
good by going a little bit away from a rule, it 
was very narrow-minded to stick to it. Now, 
that exactly applies to our case: the rule was 
given a long time ago, and circumstances have 
quite changed since; for then we did not knmY 
how to row, and now we do, and we are also 
older. And certainly more good is to be done 
by going, because we can do a service to poor 
Ellen Barton and her sick brother." 
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" \Vell, then," said Alice, almost ashamed 
of having persisted so long in her own opinion, 
" of course your uncle must know best, so we 
will do as you wish." 

They therefore turned to Ellen, and pro
posed to rmv her over. The poor girl looked 
up wistfully, too anxious for her brother to de
cline the offer, yet hardly daring to accept it. 

"You are very kind " she said · " but I do ' ' not like to trouble your lordship." 
"Oh, it is no trouble," said the boy; " we 

shall like the fun." 
" Papa will be pleased to hear of your 

turning your ro"·ing to a good account," said 
l\•Iary. 

]?itzmaur had said what was strictly true; 
Lord De Courcy had, indeed, had a boat made 
on purpose to teach his boys to row, and they 
had already made great progress. The appli
cation of their uncle's principle, so exactly co
inciding "·ith their own wishes, easily satisfied 
their consciences. The actual difficulties they 
thought nothing of; they little considered the 
difference between rowing a light boat, ex
pressly adapted to their strength, on a smooth 
lake, with some experienced friend to seize the 
oar should a. moment's difficulty occur,-and 
steering the unwieldy ferry on a river so Yiolent 
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and rapid that there was but one spot \vhere it 
could possibly be crossed, and even there it was 

sometimes considered unsafe without securing 

the boat with ropes to a stake on the bank. 

Little did they weigh all these differences; nei

ther took they into account the roughness of 

the wind. vVhat children are such accurate 

reasoners, or so prudent when an exploit is in 

question? They felt proud of their newly ac

quired talent, and eager to make it of use. 
l\Iary and Alice declared that, since it was 

not ·wrong, they should like the row amazingly; 

so they, with Ellen Barton, placed themselves in 

the middle; and the two boys, taking each an 

oar, unmoorecl the boat, and pushed into the 

river. 
They were rather surprised at the difficulty 

they experienced in rowing, and at the slow 

progress they made. Still they pushed steadily 

on, fearing no danger; and in due time they 

reached the opposite side in safety. Then when 

Ellen Barton had jumped on shore, curtsied 

and thanked them, and bounded off, eager to 

make up for lost time, Fitzmaur and Edward 

looked at each other quite pleased and proud. 

" \Ve have been a quarter of an hour doing 

it thouo·h "Ed\rarcl remarked· "and the fern·-
' b ' ' .I 

man is generally not five minutes." 
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" But we will run fast when we get back 
to the other side," answered Mary, "and soon 
redeem the time. It is not to be wondered at 
that you should have been rather slow ; for the 
oars an: too heavy for you, and the wind is so 
dreadfully high." 

" Yes, and the river seems more swollen 
than usual," said Alice. 

"\Vhen the boys had rested their arms, they 
all re-entered the boat; and the hard work re
commenced. 

" "\Ve have been a good deal more than a 
quarter of an hour," said l\iary at last, "and 
\Ve do not seem to be any nearer than when we began." 

"\Vhat was the feeling that blanched Fitz
maur's cheek at these words? was it shame at 
the slur thrown upon his skill? or was it fatigue 
from his protracted exertions? or was it not 
rather that he knew that :Mary and Alice would 
soon perceive what he had till then concealed, 
lest they should be frightened- namely, that, 
in spite of his straining every muscle, they were 
making no progress at all? The fearful fact is 
soon felt, though not a word has been said; and 
every check is pale, and each young heart in that boat trembles. 

"I shall soon drop the oar," said Edward at 
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last; "my arms ache till they are almost numbed, 
and we are not advancing an inch." 

Alice replied, in a faltering voice, " The 
current has forced the boat out of its course; 
we are gradually going dovrn the river!" 

"God have pity on us! have pity on us!" 
burst from the lips of all. 

The boys have dropped their oars. A feeble 
attempt to recover the right track had only 
served to turn the boat rouud ; and now the 
wind and the current are bearing it down the 
river ·with a frightful rapidity. Not very far 
off, the stream forms into a waterfall, and the 
children know well how near they are to that 
spot. Alice, her hands clasped and pressed 
against her forehead, faintly exclaims from time 
to time," Oh, my father, my poor father!" l\Iary 
is clinging to her eldest brother, as if lze could 
save her ; and he in hopeless despair makes no 
ans\ver, but keeps his head buried in his hands. 
"\Vhile from Echvard, poor Edward, usually so 
joyous, the most piteous heart-rending sobs are 
bursting in quick succession. But still the re
morseless riYer hurries on the boat, regardless 
of the precious cargo it contains. 

It has been already said that the river was 
dangerous; a little lmver dovm from the ferry it 
was very much so. The current ·was too violent 
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to stem, while here and there it was broken into 
eddies by stakes driven deep into the bed of the 
river, or large stones. In passing through one 
of these tiny whirlpools a boat was in imminent 
danger of being upset, or so filled with water as 
to sink. So strong, indeed, was this clear and 
beautiful river, that in heavy rains it frequently 
broke down its banks, and laid the adjacent 
fields under water. Against one of these stakes 
the boat was driven, and there for a moment it 
remained fixed, while the current passing under 
it swayed it backwards and forwards, threaten
ing either to set it afloat again or to overturn it. 
The unhappy little ones shouted loud for help. 
" Oh, if it would but remain fastened here till 
somebody happens to see us!" exclaimed one. 
Again they called for help, but their voices were 
not heard-the spot was a lonely one. 

"We shall certainly all die," said Edward; 
" what shall ,ve do ?" 

" A single movement will upset the boat," 
said Fitzmaur; "the best thing we can do is 
to remain quite still." 

" Oh, if some one would but come ! if some 
one would but come ! '' sob bed Mary. 

" No one will come -we are all alone ; no 
one hears us or sees us; nobody is near!" was 
the piteous exclamation of another; and the 
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sobs and moans that followed the ,vords mingled 
their melancholy sound with the rushing of the 
waters, and then died away. 

"We are not quite alone," remarked Alice; 
"God is with us; He is as close to us as He used 
to be to His disciples ,vhen they were frightened 
on the water." 

"Oh, yes," answered Fitzmaur, "I forgot 
that; and so are the Angels near us : perhaps 
He ·will tell an Angel to come and help us, if 
we ask Him." 

"I am sure He ,vill help us in some way,'' 
answered Alice, "if we will but put our whole 
trust in Him." 

"But He may mean us to die," said J\:Iary, 
" that we may go to IIeaven." 

"Oh, if we ,vere but good enough to go to 
heaven!" ,vas a sigh and a prayer that burst 
from all, as the image of Death rose before 
them. 

Death! what frightful shadows follow in the 
train of this dread king ! How in the agony 
of that moment did every recent fault, every 
wrong temper, every disobedient act, or angry 
word, rush to the recollection of the young suf
ferers, more rapidly than it could possibly be 
told, yet with awful clearness! uutil a recollec
tion that they were God's own children, and that 
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I-Ie had died for them, came to their minds and 
soothed them. They both hoped and trembled. 
The thought then first occurred to them, that 
perhaps they had erred in going on the river 
at all. 

"Suppose we were to pray to God to help 
us, or else, if we must die, to take us to Heaven," 
suggested Fitzmaur. 

"Oh, I don't wish to die yet," sobbed out 
Edward; "and I am so frightened, I can't re
collect any prayers." 

" Alice dear, you must know best," said 
Fitzmaur; "say something for us all; say some
thing you are used to hear your father say in 
church." 

Then rose Alice's voice clear and steady, in 
spite of the perils round her, in words which 
once and for ever hallow the spot from whence 
they pour: " Spare us, good Lord. Remem
ber not, Lord, our offences, neither take Thou 
, engeance of our sins ; spare us, good Lord, 
whom Thou hast redeemed ,vith Thy most pre
cious blood, and be n0t angry with us;" and 
each young heart and voice responded, " Spare 
us, good Lord." " From sudden death, good 
Lord, deliver us. In the time of our tribulation, 
in the hour of death, and in the day of judg
ment, good Lord, deliver u . . " Again arose their 
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blended voices in the pleading cry, " Good Lord, 
deliver us." 

But the prayer was checked; for a violent 
gust of wind jerked the boat from its resting
place, and once more sent it floating down the 
river. But the solemn words had brought their 
answer, for the children \Vere soothed and calmed; 
no more sobs or cries were heard from any of 
them; even Edward sat in comparative resigna
tion. 

"God will help us soon," said Alice; "I am 
quite sure He will, as we have asked Him." 

"vVe are very near the waterfall," said Fitz
maur, with a slight shudder; "but I am sure 
He will save us." 

On, on floated the boat for some yards fur
ther, until it was again arrested by being driven 
against a large stone in the middle of tlie stream, 
where it struck so violently as to shake the chil
dren out of their places. There it remained; 
not stationary, but tossed by the water banging 
against the stone, threatening, at each blow, to 
break the side and let in the water. 

"I see no hope at all," said Edward; "we 
shall all be lost. Oh, will not God help us when 
we have prayed to Him ?" 

"We had better try to think about Heaven," 
said Fitzmaur. And then they bent their heads, 
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ancl endeavoured to collect their thoughts in 
prayer. 

But the supplication was again changed into 
a cry for help, when, to their great joy, they 
saw their gardener, Andrew Jones, on the oppo
site side of the river. Hope arose once more, 
and they shouted and called him by name ; all 
the strength of young life, reluctant to relin
quish its hold, was in their cry. And what dis
appointment was in the shriek which rent the 
air, when at first the man did not hear them, 
and was about to pass another way! Could it, 
then, be decreed that all these happy lives, so 
Tecently commenced, were thus to be cut short 
in an hour? No; pitying Angels wafted the 
sound of their cry, and the man heard them 
and hastened to the spot; he saw their danger, 
and in an instant plunged into the stream. 

""'\Ve are saved!" exclaimed the children, 
clasping their hands-" oh, thank God, thank 
God, we are saYed !" And Edward, in his ea
gerness, was ready to spring out of the boat. 

"Stay, stay, I entreat you," cried the man; 
" you are not saved yet; there is much to be 
done." 

There ,vas, indeed, much to be done ; the 
great difficulty of reaching the spot was not yet 
achieYed-it was not more than hYo or three 
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yards from the bank; but the stream was so 
violent and also so deep, that it 1vas hardly 
possible to ford it. The poor man's first at
tempt failed ; he was carried off his feet, and 
was obliged, by a hard struggle, to regain the 
shore. He then broke off from a tree a long 
thick staff, and with the help of this, finnly 
planting it in the bed of thE> river at each step, 
he contrived slowly to advance. "\Vith what in
tense anxiety the inmates of the boat watched 
his progress, may be imagined. At last he 
reached them; and having examined their po
sition, he perceived that the only possible way 
of helping them was to carry them one by one 
on his shoulders, for to drag the boat either 
backwards or forwards was impossible. He 
also ascertained that the principal clanger of 
their actual position was that of the boat sink
ing, for it was gradually :filling with water; he 
did not consider it likely, from the way it rested 
against the rock, that it 1vould be again set 
afloat. Speed, then, was ab ·olutely necessary; 
there must be no talking, but instant action. 
The man proposed, to avoid the painful ta~k of 
choosing which should be saved first, that each 
child should place him~elf on his shoulders in 
the order in which they happened to be placed 
in the boat; and to this plan Fitzmaur assented at 
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once, saying it was much the best vrny. By this 
means Ed\vard was the first, then Alice, Mary 
next, and Fitzmaur himself was the last. 

Slowly and steadily poor Andrew Jones pro
ceeded; to hurry would have been worse than 
useless-it would have been dangerous, for the 
additional weight he was bearing, though it stea
died his footing, made rapidity of progress more 
difficult. 

N eve;rtheless each moment of delay was to 
him one of agony, for he doubted whether he 
could have time to rescue all before the boat 
sank. Fitzmaur made a few fruitless efforts to 
bale out the water with his straw hat; but it 
filled too rapidly, and his hat was soon torn by 
the ·weight of the water. 

Now Edward has reached the bank in safety, 
and is watching in breathless anxiety the pro
gress of the others. Alice is soon placed safely 
by his side ; the brother and sister remain alone. 
The ,vater rises higher and higher, the children 
cling closer to each other. 

" 0 brother, brother!" sobs the terrified girl, 
"one of us must be drowned; why should it be 

?" you. 
" Go; I insist upon it," cries Fitzmaur, all 

th0 blooc.l of his race rising to his brow. " It is 
all my imprudence, and I will be last." 
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These words are uttered m a tone which 
Mary dares not resist. One long kiss-l\1ary's 
heart is bursting. Fitzmaur tries to speak: 
" Tell Edw·ard .... in case .... in case .... " 
but his voice falters, and 1Iary is torn from his 
arms. Poor Andrew's strength is failing, and 
his heart is breaking. Oh, that he should have 
to leave his loved young lord in such an a,vful 
position, and be utterly unable to help him! 

" Cling to the stone when the boat sinks," 
he cries; "and God speed us!" 

An ashy paleness has spread over the fea
tures of the noble boy, as he stands alone in 
that fearful spot. He sees the safety of the 
others, and feels that he is left behind. He 
tries to remember all he has learned of that 
happy place where he thinks he must be going 
-he joins his hands, and whispers a few words 
of prayer to that God who is now the only 
Being near him. Surely some bright answer 
has been vouchsafed; for a smile, hardly of earth, 
illuminates his face, while he vigorously pre
pares to make one manly effort for his preser
vation. 

The boat was fast filling; he springs to the 
rock, and with that exertion jerks the boat some 
paces off, and then it sinks. The stone is 
smooth, and the friction of the water passing r 

Ill 
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over it has made it very slippery. There is 
nothing to hold by; the boy is supporting him
self almost by muscular exertion. He tries in 
vain to grasp the unyielding rock-he slides
he falls! Andrew is but a yard from the spot; 
one moment more and he will be saved! Surely 
it cannot be; but the wind and the current 
seem cruelly to retard him. Fitzmaur is strug
gling in the water, and stretches out his arms 
imploringly. Poor Andrew, half frantic, strains 
every nerve to reach the spot. He reaches it 
indeed, but not till the waters have closed over 
that fair young head. \'Vhither is the remorse
less river bearing the brave, the noble Fitzmaur? 
Andrew has plunged after him, and for some 
minutes both are hidden from mortal sight. 

The w·hole of this frightful occurrence has 
been witnessed by the three children on the 
bank, and their state of misery cannot be de
scribed. l\Iary's screams were painful to hear; 
and Alice for some minutes remained lying on 
the ground, her face hidden in the grass, al
most stupifi.ed with terror. But quickly recol
lecting herself, she sprang to her feet, and ex
claimed, " Ed,vard, ::\Iary dear, stop crying ; 
,ve must call for help." ::\Iary and her brother 
roused themselves at these ,vords, and being too 
much bewildered with grief and fear to know 
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what to do, followed Alice's advice almost me
chanically. She seut them off in one direction, 
while she ,vent in another, to call people from 
every cottage, or to stop the first men they met 
upon the road. For her own part she seemed 
more to :fly than to walk, and meeting a party 
of labourers, she hastily accosted them with, 
" Quick quick to the river or vour }'Omw lord ' ' ., b will be lost; Lord Fitzmaur is in the river; 
make haste, make haste -get ropes-there is 
not a moment to be lost!" "Lord Fitzmaur 
in danger ! the young lord drovrning ! " The 
words spread like wild-fire, from mouth to mouth 
the cry was echoed, until at length a consider
able number of men, women and children "·ere 
collected to the spot. The pitiable condition of 
the three childreu excited general sympathy; 
l\Iary was almost faint from exhaustion, she 
had no longer voice to cry, but from time to 
time gave vent to her grief in a low moan. 

At length a good-natured farmer, by name 
Fenton, seeing her hardly able to support her
self, carried her in his arms, and tried, though 
fruitlessly, to soothe her. Fearing lest they 
should all get into further danger, he attempted 
to take them home; but they pleaded so ear
nestly not to be removed till Fitzmaur's fate 
should be certain, that he was obliged to con-
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tent himself with keeping watch over them as 
they pressed up to the river's brink. Alice was 
not so much overcome as 1'Iary; she clung sted
fastly to the hope that Fitzmaur would be ex
tricated from the water, and she knew that there 
were means of recovering persons from a state 
of insensibility; for she had not long previously 
witnessed the effects of drowning in a poor 
man's child, and watched Nurse Roberts use 
measures which restored it to life. It now oc
curred to her, that "·hen at last Fitzmaur should 
be dra"·n out of the water, he ,vould be in the 
same state that he had seen that child, and 
would require the same remedies ; and she felt 
pretty sure that none of those she saw around 
her ,vould have much notion of applying them. 
In thought deliberate, but in action prompt, 
Alice begged of the farmer to giYe her some little 
blank piece of paper; on this she wrote a line 
to her nurse, urging her to come w·ith all speed, 
and bring ,Yith her whatever was requisite to 
recover Fitzmaur. Then, quick as lightning, 
she despatched a messenger to the Rectory. 

In the mean time Andrew Jones, "·ho had 
plunged into the stream after Fitzmaur, had 
succeeded in ·eizing the boy, but, already rather 
exhausted, he "·as quite unable to "·ithstand 
the current, and was consequently borne by the 
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force of the river down some yards beyond the 
spot where the accident had occurred. He still, 
however, struggled \vith one arm, while the 
other encircled the senseless boy ; and at length 
contrived to stop himself by grasping a stake 
in the middle of the riyer. There he remained 
a few minutes unable to help himself further, 
and his strength fast failing. But, in the mean 
time, the men \vhom Alice had arrested and 
drawn to the place of the accident, conjecturing 
that the stream must have carried them lower 
down, followed the course of the river till they 
saw the poor man's painful position. "\Vithout 
waiting for ropes, which one of them had run to 
find, others plunged in, and, \Vading up to the 
spot as well as they could, with some difficulty 
and danger, drew the tvw bodies (Andrew's being 
by this time nearly lifeless) to the bank. 

When 1\Iary heard that her brother ,vas 
drawn out of the ,vater, she revived suddenly; 
and ,vith an enthusiasm equalling the despair 
she had just she,vn, nothing could restrain her 
from rushing to the spot. Her kind protector 
endeavoured to keep her back, fearing that she 
would be shocked on first seeing him; but she 
sprang from his arms and ran on, followed b3 
Alice and Edward. But there the sight that 
met her eyes made her cover them ,vith her 
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hands, with a shriek that pierced every one's 
heart. She saw two men carrying the apparent
ly lifeless body of her beloved brother, his fea
tures stiffened into the expression of agony they 
had taken "·hen, in the stream, life had grap
pled with death. In vain the farmer endea
voured to convince her that it was probably 
only a temporary insensibility, from which he 
might recover; in vain Alice, herself trembling 
with terror, assured her she had seen a child 
brought to life again. l\1ary did indeed look 
up for a moment, to ~ee if they ,vere in earnest ; 
but the pale terrified countenances round her 
were ill adapted to reassure her; and the state 
of her brother was, in her eyes, too real and too 
horrible to admit of explanation; she hid her 
face on the shou1der of her kind protector, and 
sobbed aloud. The 1atter, directing the men to 
carry Fitzmaur into his cottage, and bidding 
them keep his head in an erect position, fol
lowed with the three other children, still bear
ing l\Iary in his arms. Poor Alice, though she 
had tried to console l\•Iary, was herself dreadfully 
frightened; for Fitzmaur looked more ghastly 
than that other thild whom she had seen, and she 
doubted whether even Nurse Roberts' skill could 
avail in such a case. She ·was picturing to herself 
the agony of his parents should he be carried home 
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lifeless, as she followed him into the cottage, 
dragging Edward forward by the hand, who was 
so stunned by the sight that he seemed quite 
bewildered, and walked on almost mechanically. 

Farmer Fenton, having brought the party 
into his cottage, began, with the help of his 
good wife, to do all in his power to recover 
Fitzmaur. And now Alice felt truly glad she 
had sent for her nurse; for nobody seemed to 
understand what to do. She directed them to 
put something hot to his feet, because, she 
said, she had seen her mll'se do so ; and she 
also thought she remembered seeing her warm 
the suffering child in her arms, and breathe 
upon him ; but she was too bewildered to recol
lect exactly how this was to be done, and too 
frightened at Fitzmaur's ghastly appearance to 
do it herself. In fact, both she and Edward 
stood at a little distance from the apparently 
lifeless boy (who had been laid before the fire), 
shivering with terror; for their young eyes were 
not accustomed to so awful a spectacle. As for 
Mary, she never once moved or uncovered her 
face, and only by her continued hysterical sobs 
gave notice of her presence. 

It may be imagined, therefore, with \:rhat 
joy the entrance of Nurse Roberts vrns hailed. 
She arrived a very little while after Fitzmaur 
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had been taken into the cottage, quicker than 
Alice's most sanguine hopes could have supposed 
possible; for it so happened that Mr. Russell 
had ordered his pony-chaise to go for him to a 
particular place at a certain hour, and it was 
nearly ready at the time the messenger reached 
the rectory. "\Vithout further ceremony, Nurse 
Roberts took possession of it, rightly judging 
that the emergency of the case would have 
excused a much greater liberty. " Cheer up, 
Mary," almost shrieked Alice as her nurse 
opened the door; " oh, cheer up, - all will do 
well now!" And the poor little girl clasped 
her hands, and was ready to cry for joy. The 
good nurse took Fitzmaur in her arms, laid him 
upon a bed in another room,-endeavouring, by 
gently pressing his chest with her hand, to re
store the motion of the lungs, and afterwards 
using the accustomed restoratives. Farmer Fen
ton's two daughters stood, at her bidding, to 
chafe his hands and feet, or perform any other 
requisite office; but Fenton, seeing that Fitz
maur was ,vell attended to, and that the other 
children were still standing in their damp clothes, 
bade his wife "attend to them, and soothe the 
lady lVIary." 

This latter injunction was at first no easy 
matter to obey. So much of terror ,vas mixed 
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with ~iary's grief, that she "·as quite hysterical, 
and incapable of listening to the assurance 
she received, that her brother would probably 
recoyer. The only recollection her rniucl seemed 
able to retain, was that of his last kiss, and of 
his look "·hen ..A.nclrew Jones had carried her 
a"·ay, and the consciousness that her safety had 
been his loss; so that the only reply she could 
articulate to all l\frs. Fenton's entreaties that 
she would cheer up, was, " If I had not gone 
first, he would not have been drowned." 

But ~Irs. Fenton ,vas one of those kind
hearted motherly house,vives to be met ,vith so 
often in the English cottage-home,-one who 
kne,v every frugal and cheerful art to make a 
husband's hearth happy, but nothing more; the 
modern march oflearning not having begun in her 
youth. As for making any speeches of consola
tion, they would have been altogether out of her 
line ; ,vhen she had said, over and over again, 
"Cheer up a bit, my pretty clear · ; dm/t ye 
take on so," her arguments ,vere exhau::,ted. 
But let no one despi ·e these simple-minded 
efforts at giving comfort, which spring from a 
deeper source than many more studied. She 
drew the young mourners rouml the kitchcn
fire, to dry their damp clothes; she made them 
drink something· ,vann, and eat a bit of her own 
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bread ; there was no use in their refusing- she 
would have it so; "for to be sure," she mut
tered, " they are all half fainting." Then find
ing that J\1ary baffled all efforts at soothing, she 
took her on her lap, laid the drooping head 
upon her bosom, and, rocking herself backwards 
and forwards, lulled her to sleep as she ,vould 
have done an infant. God bless the simple
hearted charity of the poor! The plan suc
ceeded; and in a few minutes Mary had sobbed herself into a heavy slumber. 

They did not waken the sleeping child to an
nounce the good news, soon brought from the 
next room, that Fitzmaur had given signs of re
turning life. They rightly judged that repose 
was the best comforter; and that her anxiety 
could only be lessened, not removed, till her 
brother should fully recover. But the intelli
gence was received with great joy by all the rest 
of the party; and it came at a very good mo
ment; for the servant ,vhom Lady De Courcy 
had originally sent on to meet them at the 
mountain, fiucling that they did not arrive so 
soon as he expected, had gone in quest of them, 
:mcl had met some one ,vho told him of the ac
cident, and <lirectcd him to the cottage. He 
was 110\1,· sent off to the Castle, to order a car
riage for the children, with strict injunctions not 
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to alarm Lady De Courcy ; but, if questioned, 

to state that all the children were doing well. 

And now, every one's feelings being partly re

lieved, the little group drew closely round the 

kitchen-fire, and for some time sat in silence. 

Fitzmaur's brave deliverers had also come in to 

dry their clothes, and they lingered on to learn 

tidings of their young lord. So unbroken was 

the silence that for seyeral minutes prevailed, 

that nothing was audible except the low un

steady breathing of the sleeping child. Edward 

\Vas the first who spoke; and it was to ask some 

one to inquire again how his brother was get

ting on. " Gradually better," was the reply. 

" How glad I am!" said the poor boy, with 

a deep sigh. "Oh, dear, I wish he was quite 

well! Supposing he had not recovered, how 

wretched I should have been, that he had not 

gone first out of the boat instead of me. Should 

not you, Alice ?" 
Alice was about to answer, yes; but the re

collection of her father rose as a mournful vision 

before her eyes. Her father-her lonely widow

ed father-his cheerless home ! 1.T o, no ; she 

could not wish to have been in Fitzmaur's place, 

and she was too truthful to pretend she did. 

She therefore ansv;ered, her eyes filling with 

tears, " Oh, no ! I am so thankful I am saved; lik 
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but I should have been very, very miserable 
about Fitzmaur." 

" Spoken like his Reverence's daughter!" 
exclaimed an old man who had been sitting for 
some time in the chimney-corner (he was a good 
old man, rather humoured by his betters, ancl 
nicknamed in the village Tom Plainspoken); 
then turning to Edward, he continued, " My 
lord, you have no more right to choose the mo
ment of your death than you had the power to 
choose the moment of your birth. You have 
no right to call the good God to account for 
what He does. If He pleases to take your bro
ther, you must not say that you could have gone 
instead." 

"I did not mean to say wrong," answered 
Edward;" but I think it would be more dreadful 
to every one to lose Fitzmaur than any one else." 

" God's ways are the best," returned the good 
old man, stooping down and resting his face be
tween his hands. "This is the third time I have 
looked upon the effects of drowning, and to one 
of those occasions is attached a story which proves 
my worcls,-God's ways are the best." 

" Oh, do pray tell us the story!" said both 
Alice and Edward. 

" It maybe it would be too grave for the 
like of you," was the good man's rejoinder; "but 
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yet," addressing himself to Edward, " if you 
had heard it, you would not have said what you 
did just now." 

" Oh, pray tell it," Ed,vard cried; " I feel 
quite grave at this moment." 

" It will divert their minds, poor children," 
said Mrs. Fenton, "and keep them quiet." 

Some of the men who had gathered round 
seemed also curious to hear the story ; and so, 
old Tom, clearing his throat, began as follows : 

"Remember this only, before I tell my tale, 
that if this story were written in a book, it ·would 
have for title God's ways are tlze best. About 
forty years ago, when I ·was a lad, living in the 
village of A--, I used, with several other young 
fellows, my companions, to be very fond of steal
ing into a beautiful park close by, belonging to 
a very rich gentleman, whose name I shall not 
mention. vVe never did any mischief; but we 
were always turned out if discovered. The gen
tleman to ,vhom the house and park belonged 
had inherited a large estate; we youngsters used 
to call him the old nabob. Rich as he was, he 
never seemed to think he had enough: it is a 
sad thing when the love of wealth has so tight a 
grasp on the heart of man. He had not au open 
hand for the poor, he was always engaged in 
:::.peculations for the increase of his fortune; but 
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that only speculation v;:hich could not fail, he 

would not venture upon. He added field to 

field, enlarging his immense domains, enclosing 

himself in on every side, and shutting his gates 

against the poor. His lady was as haughty as 

he was fond of riches ; she held her head high 

among the neighbours; she seemed to think she 

conferred a favour in associating with them, and 

she too cared little for the wants of others. I 

often think we humble folk would less envy 

the rich, if we considered how money sometimes 

hardens the heart. 
"There was one object on which all the af

fections of both these wealthy people were cen

tred; there was only one being who possessed 

the key that could open their closed hearts. 

This was their son, their only child. He was 

the idol to whom this amassed wealth was :m

crificed ; all was for him : this was the excuse. 

Talk to them of the cluty of giving to the poor, 

of being courteous to all around; they would 

point to their son, and answer, it was all for 

Francis; it ,rns a duty to provide for their 

child, it was a duty to keep only such company 

as would be fit for the position he would hold 

hereafter. Yes; the owner of such wealth was 

to found a family, he was to be a member of 

parliament, to obtain a baronetcy, perhaps in 
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the course of time a peerage. There was no 
end to the schemes of grandeur that flitted 
through the brain of the rich old man." 

" And was Francis a good boy?" Edward 
asked ; " did he deserve all their kindness ?" 

" Yes; he was a :fine promising youth, with a 
kind open heart and a great love of generosity. 
Many a time, from his own pocket-money, would 
he relieve the beggar who had been spurned from 
his father's door. He had probably learned many 
good things from his tutor, who was a pious 
man, for the boy had some signs of a well
trained mind ; he loved going to church, and 
had a reverent manner." 

"How very happy!" exclaimed Alice; "be
cause then when he grew up, his great wealth 
would help him to be useful, and so his pious 
training would turn to good account." 

"It did turn to good account, 1Iiss Alice, in 
God's own way. Not far from the park lived a 
clergyman's widow, who had seven sons and not 
wherewithal to bring them up. She was very 
poor; but being a we11-educated lady, it would 
have been a sore grief to her to rear her sons to 
be anything but gentlemen. But yet the hard 
struggle she was put to, to give her two eldest 
a college education, perhaps few would credit; 
and when she had succeeded in this, she could 
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not afford the same to the others; but only 

trusted she might get them into the army or 

navy. But the bitterest trial she had was with 

Allan, her seventh son; he was a puny, sickly 

creature ; at ten years old he looked like a boy 

of six; he was always ailing, and with his nu

merous illnesses he cost his poor mother more 

than all his brothers. What to do with her mi

serable boy the unfortunate widow really knew 

not; she cou1cl not afford to educate him for a 

learned profession, his bodily health would not 

admit of an active one, and to leave him without 

a profession was to leave him penniless. She 

often 1ookecl at him and sighed. Her neigh

bours, when they saw her trouble, would say to 

each other, ' What a mercy it would be if that 

poor lad were to die early!' So people talk of 

mercies: nobody ever seems to think that God's 

ways are the best. 
"The rich and healthy Francis and the poor 

and sickly Allan were of exactly the same age, 

and they ·were frequently companions: it suited 

the generous disposition of the former to endea

vour to cheer up his friend, and encourage him 

on to man1y games. 
"One winter's morning the two youths were 

together, and a sudden fancy seized Francis that 

he would skate ; and, urged on by his braver 
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compamon, Allan too ventured upon the ice. 
You perhaps presage the rest. There had been 
a hard frost; but a slight thaw had commenced, 
which the heedless boys did not perceive. They 
ventured on a part of the lake where the ice was 
thin ; Francis was urging Allan forward-the ice 
broke-they disappeared. It was some time 
before their bodies were dra,vn from the water; 
and then the same measures were used to re
cover them that have just been resorted to for 
Lord Fitzmaur; but only one ,vas thereby saved. 
My lord, probably you would have thought it 
better that Francis should be that one?" 

" Oh, surely!" exclaimed Edward. 
" So thought every one; but so had not 

decreed the all-wise God. The sickly, destitute 
youth, ,vhose present existence was a burden to 
himself and his family, and ,Yhose future pro
spects were so gloomy, recovered: the vigorous 
and manly boy, the idol of his parents, the heir 
to thousands, the object of gcueral love and ad
miration, died ; God took him." 

" How could that be for the best?" asked 
Edward. 

"Listen, and you shall hear. The grief of 
the parents, words are too poor to tell; but it 
was a proud and stubborn grief, that refused to 
bow to the chastening Hand. They buried them-
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selves in their own home, refusing alike the 
sympathy of frienda and the consolation of re
ligion. There was one object on whom they 
could not bear to look, and this was poor Allan ; 
he was associated in their minds with all that 
was most dreadful to think of; they felt as if 
he ,vere the murderer of their son, or at least 
as if his safety hau. proved the death of their 
child. So they took a bitter aversion to the 
harmless boy, and would turn away their eyes 
if ever he crossed their path. The ,vidow, feel
ing deep compassion for their unhappy state, 
and though ignorant of their aversion to her 
son, still supposing that his presence might per
petually recall their sorrow to their minds, beg
ged of a friend to receive him for a few months, 
and thus contrived to send him mvay. She hoped 
that the lapse of time might heal the wounded 
hearts; and her hope was partly realised. Though 
the father remained stubborn, God touched the 
heart of the bereaved mother, and she was soft
ened. 

" Another t,velvemonth saw a wondrous 
change in the lady of that spacious hall. Sarro'\'\ 
had made her alive to the sufferings of others; 
and she, ,vho had formerly been too proud to 
associate with her equals, was to be seen by the 
becl 'icle of the poor, soothing their pain or re-
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lieving their wants. The hardest heart could 
not have seen that afflicted woman, dressed in 
deep black, slow 1 y walking through the village, 
her eyes bent on the ground, and her proud and 
once erect figure slightly stooping, as though 
sorrow had actually bowed her down, without 
melting into pity and raising a prayer for her. 
Poor lady! my heart bleeds for her even now; 
but the good God knows best the way to bring 
His children to penitence. A penitent she truly 
was; she gave the greatest proof of it mortal 
man can give-by conquering her own deepest 
feelings. 

"It was little more than a year after the 
dreadful accident, that the widow-lady, Allan's 
mother, was surprised by a visit from the lady of 
the hall. She has since found it difficult to say 
whether astonishment at the honour, or pity for 
the traces of grief in the face of her guest, were 
uppermost in her mind as she bade her welcome. 
But the lady's visit was short. ' I come,' she 
said, 'to make you a request.' Her voice fal
tered; but, with a struggle, she continued: 'I 
wish to make such amends as I can for former 
faults, and it is in your pmver to help me.' The 
widow was at a loss how to ans·wer. 'Goel took 
my boy,' resumed the affiictecl mother, ' and re
stored you yours. From that moment I disliked 
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him, as though he had been the destroyer of my 
child. But God has been pleased to shew me 
my sin ; and, as some poor amends, I wish to 
educate your boy instead of mine.' The aston
ished mother of course consented; and from that 
day the lady of the hall paid for poor Allan's 
education from her own private purse. She did 
not take him to live with her, because her hus
band had not made the same self-conquest as 
she had done; moreover, it would have been 
bad for the youth to have been brought up in 
a luxury which afterwards he would have been 
forced to renounce. But she placed him under 
a worthy tutor near the sea-side, where he im
proved in bodily health, as well as in learning. 

"And now, young listeners, will you ask, in 
what God's ways had proved the best? vV ould 
it not have been enough that the hard heart · 
should have become soft, and that the bereaved 
mother and the destitute ,vidow should have 
found in each other a solace and a friend? Yes, 
this would have surely been enough, had no
thing else happened to make men bow their 
judgment and acknowledge the wisdom of God. 

":Many years passed on; Allan had out
grown the delicacy of his constitution, and had 
done credit to the advantages of his education. 
He had been brought up to be a lawye~·, and was 
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getting on well in his profession, and he had mar
ried a pretty, accomplished lady. His heart ,vas 
ever grateful to the kind friend to whom he owed 
every thing, and she in her turn had learned to 
love the object of her mvn bounty. Yes, she 
tenderly loved him whom once her unsubdued 
heart hated. His improved health, his success 
in the world, were to her like a token of God's 
forgiveness. Her poor husband meanwhile had 
sunk into the apathy of old age, indifference had 
taken the place of dislike; so that Allan needed 
no longer to conceal himself from his sight, or 
perhaps he hardly recognised in the graceful, 
handsome youth the sick]y playfellow of his 
lost son. Sometimes if a fit of moroseness came 
over him, Allan's wife wou1d play to him on 
the harp, and, like the Psalmist to Saul, drive 
the evil spirit from him with her s,veet voice. 
This, however, was only during an occasional 
visit; for Allan's home was elsewhere. 

" Such was the state of things, when a 
young man who had been many years abroad 
came forward, and declared that he had a prior 
title to the estates of the lady and her hus
band ; and that the spacious hall and all the lands 
were hi.s by law. It was passing strange, no one 
could credit it; and many thousand pounds were 
expended on both sides, while the matter went 
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through the tedious business of a law-suit. For 
my part, I have never pretended to understand 
the case up to this day-it was always far be
yond my comprehension; but one part there 
was no mjsunderstanding, which was this: the 
man who had been thought so rich, who had 
lived in such ]uxury, ·was now master only of 
a few hundreds. There was something that they 
called a flaw in the entail; what that meant I 
really cannot tell you, and if I could, probably 
you ,vould not care to hear; but the old na
bob was ousted from his home ; and even if his 
lady had not by this time made herself so much 
beloved by all, yet no one surely could have 
looked on such a reverse of fortune without 
sympathy. 

" This blow was too much for the poor old 
man, already weakened by age. The storm which 
,vill only bend clown the flexible shrub, allow
ing it to rebound again, ,vill break the stubborn 
tree. And so it ,vas with this afflicted pair. The 
husband, who had too long stubbornly refused 
to bow to the will of God, ,vas now unable to 
bear this fearful shock, and died of a broken 
heart. But the lady, whose heart was flexible, 
rose from the trial refreshed and purified. Both, 
hmven~r, acknowledged that, had their precious 
son liYe<l, the cup would haye been tenfold more 
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bitter: to have seen him disinherited, for whom 

they had sacrificed even duty, would have been 

anguish too deep to bear. The last words of 

the poor old father were, ' God has done it 

mercifully.' But for the lady of the hall, the 

loss of wealth could only be an additional cause 

of indifference to the world, -an additional in

citement to love the things of heaven. She 

deeply felt the mercy of God in His disposal 

of events; yes, and His wisdom too. 
" And where was the afflicted one to find a 

home? Where, but in that of her faithful, 

grateful Allan ? She had just enough left her 

to prevent her feeling herself a burden on him ; 

and he, too, thankfully invited her to a shelter 

which he owed to her. There she passed the de

cline of her life, surrounded by happiness which 

had been the work of her own hands. Allan's 

children grew up round her, and called her 

grandmother. She enjoyed in poverty a peace of 

mind that wealth had failed to afford her. And 

when she thought of her long-lost boy, removed 

from an inheritance that wou1d have failed him 

to one which could 11ot fail him (for she had a 

good hope of him), but ,vhich, in after years, he 

might have lost through his own fault; and then 

looked at the animated faces that always smiled 

on her, she was wont to press her hands upon 
h 
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her breast, and humbly say, ' God's ways are the best.' 

" And now," continued the old man to Ed
ward, "if I ventured just now to give you a bit 
of my mind too plainly, I hope this pretty story will bring me forgiveness." 

" Oh, thank you for telling it to us!" cried 
both he and Alice ; " we will tell it to Mary 
another day. It is, indeed, interesting; I don't 
wonder at your saying so often that God's ways are the best." 

There was not time to talk over the story ; 
for Nurse Roberts opened the door, to tell them 
that Fitzmaur was recovered, and that they 
might come and see him. Every thing else was 
forgotten in an instant; they called Mary, and 
all three were about to rush tumultuously into 
the room; but they were checked, and desired 
to be very quiet, for that Fitzmaur had suffered 
a great deal of pain, and could not yet feel 
quite well. They then entered on tiptoe; but 
when the young sufferer turned his eyes upon 
them and smiled, Mary could not restrain her
self, but, bursting into tears, ran up to the bedside and covered him with kisses. 

vVe \\rill not attempt to describe what passed 
between them, now that Fitzmaur was able to 
speak, and to listen to her account of all she 
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had endured when she thought she had lost him. 

She told him of her terror when she saw the 

waters close over him, and of her misery when 

he was brought back to her lifeless; in short, the 

reaction of joy after grief had made poor ::\'.Iary 

nervous, and there was danger of her making 

Fitzmatll' nervous too. The nurse ,Yarned her 

of this; and the consideration that she might 

make her brother ill, checked her a little, -

though her flushed cheek and excited manner 

shewed the effort it was to her to control her

self. 
In the mean time Alice had not spoken ; her 

heart was full almost to choking, and she felt it a 

great relief that every one was so occupied ,vith 

Fitzmaur as not to notice her; for just at fir~t, 

if any one had even looked at her, she ,vould 
have sobbed outright. But no one did, so she 

had time to recover herself. She did not go 

up to Fitzmaur; she thought it natural that the 
brothers and sister should be all in all to each 

other just then, and she was afraid of being in 

the way. Still she could not help hoping that 

Fitzmaur would be glad to see her too; and 

,vhen, in a short time, 1Iary began to relate to 

him how kind and thoughtful Alice had been, 
and that no one else would have dreamed of 

sending for Nurse Roberts, how generous she 
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thought it of Mary to remember her at such a 
moment! 

But this overflow of feeling was going a little 
too far. :Mrs. Roberts had not had the heart to 
stop it at first, but she now peremptorily bade 
them desist; and carefully wrapping up the chil
dren to keep them from co1d, she placed the 
young Fitzmaurs in the carriage, and prepared to 
take her own charge home. Before leaving the 
cottage, however, Fitzmaur thanked Mrs. Fenton 
and the men who had saved him, most heartily; 
and shaking hands cordially ·with those who were 
pointed out to him as having been his bravest 
deliverers, he desired them to come to the castle 
next morning, that his father might also thank 
them. 

And now once more in her quiet, happy 
home, Alice needs no longer to restrain her 
feelings; but in her father's arms, and seeing 
that even his eyes are moistened as he thinks 
how nearly he had lost his treasure, she lays her 
head upon his shoulder and cries to her heart's 
content. Then looking up into his eyes, "Fa
ther," she says, "when I was in the boat, and I 
feared we should all be lost, I thought of you 
.... of your lonely room . . . . of your .... 
Oh, dear father, I prayed to God, and how good 
He is!" 
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And was not Nurse Roberts truly happy 
and grateful as she gave her favourite a warm 
supper, and placed her in her little bed? It 
is true she pretended to be very stoical, and to 
scold Miss Alice for getting into such a scrape; 
but she every now and then rubbed her eyes 
with the corner of her apron in rather a suspi
cious way; and when the child put her arms 
round her neck, exclaiming, " What a dear, 
good, useful Nursey you are!" she was obliged 
to give up all pretence. 

Mr. Russell, who next to his own Alice 
loved his children at the castle, when he had 
seen the former laid in her bed and had given 
her another kiss, walked over to inquire after 
Fitzmaur. He was admitted; and he learned 
that the boy was better and asleep, while his 
mother, his grateful mother, sat watching by 
him. Mary too, fatigued and excited, was in 
bed; but frolicking Edward, beside himself with 
joy, was capering about, every now and then 
shouting, "Hurrah for Fitzmaur !" 

" I say, Rector," said that personage known 
by the name of Uncle John, "what think you 
that impudent young chap, Edward, tells me? 
He says I am the cause of to-day's events,-that 
it is all my fault. The fact is, I fear I did for
get that little pitchers have long ears." 
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Lord John then related to Mr. Russell the 
observations he had made, and which his nephe\V 
over-hearing had turned to so much account, 
respecting the propriety of judging for ourselves 
of the utility of certain laws and rules. 

" I am afraid you forgot something more 
than that," replied Mr. Russell, smiling. 

" Oh ves " retorted the other laughina · " I 
'.J ' ' o, 

know what you mean; I am afraid you think 
me too heterodox to be entitled to give that 
saucy fellow the thrashing I have promised him. 
Well, I declare, such a tragical parody upon 
one's theory is almost enough to make one give 

it up in despair." 
"Something will be gained," said Mr. Rus

sell, "if it obliges you to own that only those 

who have the right to impose laws have the right 

to dispense with them,." 
It need hardly be said, that Lord De Courcy 

liberally rewarded the gallant men who had 
rescued his son from death, and especially An
drew Jones. They came the next morning as 
desired ; but they came not alone, -the news 
of Fitzmaur's danger and deliverance had spread 
with rapidity, and a number of labourers and 
tenants collected before the windows of the 
castle to inquire after him. Lord and Lady De 
Courcy went out to speak to them, and thanked 
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them for their kindness, assuring them that 
their son was extraordinarjly well, considering 
all things; and then a shout of satisfaction rose 
long and loud. But when they were told that 
Fitzmaur's ·window was just above them, and 
that noise would disturb him, then the hush 
that passed from lip to lip was like the low 
murmuring of a rising breeze. They :filed off 
like a school of children trying to be quiet 
till they should get upon the play-ground, and 
·when at a safe distance, they again waved their 
hats and shouted. Surely Lord De Courcy 
must at that moment have deeply felt, what 
much nobler possessions than land or gold arc 
the affectionate hearts of faithful dependents. 

,l 
.... 



CHAPTER VIII. 

LASTING PLEASURES. 

"'\VnEN Fitzmaur opened his eyes the following 
morning after a refreshing sleep, the first ob
ject they rested upon was his mother, watching 
over him. She had given orders that he should 
not be disturbed; and for some little time she 
had been standing by him, listening with plea
sure to his regular breathing, and looking at his 
cool and rosy cheeks, telling plainly that he was 
none the worse for his adventure. Mary and 
Edward had also crept in on tiptoe; and when 
their brother moved, they ventured up to his 
bedside, ,vhich they had refrained from doing 
for fear of awakening him. 

""\.Ve are come to your levee," said Edward; 
"and there are two others waiting for admittance 
outside." 

These were the two baby-brothers, who had 
just been made to understand that Fitzmaur 
had been hurt, and were now brought to console 
themselves with a romp upon his bed. Fitz-
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maur kissed them and played with them, and 

let them do all the mischief they pleased, so 

dear did he think them at that moment. He 

felt as if he loved his parents and brothers and 

sister more than ever; or rather, as if he had 

never knmvn before how much he loved them. 

He thought it very kind of them to come in to 

see him the first thing ; and he felt as if he 

could have cried, without knowing why. But 

it was his mother towards whom he was yearn

ing; and when the little ones were taken away, 

he threw his arms round her neck, and said, 

" Mamma, I hope you are not displeased 

with me for going on the river." 
"No, my loYe," replied his mother; "not 

displeased now ; for you have had punishment 

enough. It was certainly an act of disobedi

ence; but it was not done wilfully ; you intend

ed to do a kindness to another; but you have 

now learned by experience, that even a good 

motive does not sanction the slightest act of 
disobedience. You should be thankful that you 

have learned this lesson in your childhood ; for 

some people do not learn it till they are grown 

up, and some never learn it at all, but go on, 

all their lives, trying to do good in an unau

thorised way, as if the end could sanctify the 

means." 

I 

'" 
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"Dear mamma," said Mary," so many things 
that I had done wrong came into my head ,vhile 
I was in the boat, at that dreadful moment,
some that nobody knows any thing about, and 
others that are known. I was very ill-behaved 
in the school-room one or two mornings ago, -
Miss Dalton intended to tell you, but she did 
not, when I told her I was sorry; and I re
membered that so distinctly! But the worst 
thing of all-the thing which frightened me the 
most-was a feeling that will shock you very 
much, if I tell it to you." Poor Mary hid 
her face in her mother's shoulder: " It was 
the day before Mr. Russell told us that beau
tiful story. You had had a dinner-party, and 
Augusta and I had played on the piano-forte. 
One of the ladies remarked, in Augusta's 
hearing, that she was quite as pretty as I, if 
not prettier, and certainly much more accom
plished. Augusta repeated this to me; and I 
was so jealous and envious, so angry at not 
being the most admired, that I almost disliked 
Augusta for it. Oh, I was so wicked! I was 
quite cross and snappish to her the whole day; 
and it really was not her fault. I do not think 
Augusta knew what was in my mind, for I was 
ashamed to tell any one ; but I cannot help 
telling you now, for I feel so sorry." 
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"I hope my little l\Iary will never indulge 
those feelings again," said Lady De Courcy; 
"for envy is a deadly sin." 

"Oh, no, mamma, I hope not," replied :Mary, 
with tears ; " I cannot tell you how dreadful 
those feelings appeared to me ·when in the boat. 
When I thought every minute I ·was to die, and 
that then I should have to stand before God, 
and be judged for those envious wicked feelings, 
I was so frightened. It was terrible to think of 
never seeing Augusta again till we met at the 
Judgment-seat!" 

Poor 1Iary said this, still concealing her face. 
She could not have given a stronger proof of 
real penitence, than by confessing her fault thus 
before her brothers; for she had a great dread of 
being laughed at, and her brothers, like other 
boys, were rather fond of quizzing. But if she 
could have read their minds, she would have 
perceived how little disposed for laughing either 
of them ,vas on this occasion. Fitzmaur was 
wondering within himself, whether, if he hac1 
committed a similar fault, he would have had 
courage to acknowledge it so openly: and Ed
ward was muttering, though not aloud, " \Vhat 
an idiot that lady was, whoever she might be, 
to think Augusta as nice as Jviary ! " 

Lady De Courcy kissed her little girl, and 
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said to her, "You must try, clear child, to con
quer your besetting fault-that love of admira
tion. You are too fond of being praised, and 
that spoils even good actions." 

"Yes," said l\Jary, "I am sure it is wrong; 
I remember l\Ir. Russell said, in his sermon last 
Sunday, 'If ,ve seek the praise of man, we shall 
not have the praise of God.' " 

After this there ,vas a pause of some mi
nutes; the little reasoners seemed very thought
ful, ,-rhich was certainly not unnatural, consider
ing all that had happened. At last Fitzmaur 
broke silence. 

" 1Iamma, I should like to-morrow to be a 
very happy day to all of us ; I should like it to 
be the happiest birthday I ever spent." 

"Your best ,vay, then, would be to lengthen 
it," Lady De Courcy replied. 

" How is that ?" asked l\'.Iary; " a long day 
is not thought pleasant." 

" I mean, to lengthen the pleasures of the 
day," said her mother, "by making them last-
. ,, 
mg. 

" Hmv are we to do that?" l\Iary again in
quired. 

" By so spending the day," said Lady De 
Cotu-cy, " that you ·will look back upon it with 
pleaslll·e long after it is past. l\Iere amusement 
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ends with itself; but a well-spent day leaves a 
feeling of happiness behind it, which may per
haps last for ever. Let not the day pass without 
some proof of gratitude to God for all He has 
done for you, particularly for His care of you yes
terday, by doing some act of kindness to your fel
low-creatures. l\tiake good resolutions to-morrow, 
and try, by God's grace, to keep them through 
the coming year. Then if, in a few months 
hence, you have made some little improvement, 
and can trace the beginning of it to this birth
day, surely you ,vill have lengthened the plea
sures of the day, and all the valuable part of it." 

Mary remained with her head reclined 
against her brother's bed, thinking over what 
her mother had said, for some minutes after 
she had left the room with Edward; Fitzmaur 
was also thinking; and neither spoke for a little 
while. Mary's reflections were soon interrupted 
by the entrance of her maid, who begged her 
attendance for a short time, to have her dress 
tried on ; adding, that she must be extra well
dressed on the morrow, as she would be queen 
of the day. Mary lingered a few minutes be
fore she obeyed the call. Queen of the day! 
These words brought many recollections to 
Mary's mind. The angry tempers that she had 
indulged on a former occasion ,vhen the subject 
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had been first discussed, and the vanity that had 
filled her heart ever since when she had thought 
of the honours of that day, -all these things 
came before her vividly now. Could she ever 
have a more favourable opportunity of carrying 
out her resolutions, or of following her mother's 
advice, than the present ? What better act of 
self-denial than the relinquishing the pleasure 
she had been prizing so much too dearly ? Mary 
resolves -hesi ta tes-resol ves again -wavers
wonders if her brother will consent-looks up, 
and sees him smiling, - can he have guessed her 
thoughts? 

" Brother," she says, " I almost wish not to 
be queen to-morrow. Should you mind having 
Augusta; or doing without a queen?" 

" No, dearest sister," he replies; "any thing 
you like. In fact, it would be better; we have 
hardly been goodnatured enough to Augusta 
lately." 

1\tiary is at once light-hearted and happy; she 
behaves so well in the school-room all day that 
her governess is quite pleased with her; and 
directly play-time is come, she seeks Augusta 
and tells her that Fitzmaur would like to have 
her for his queen, and that she is quite willing 
to give up the place of precedence. Augusta's 
ideas could not compass an act of voluntary 
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and disinterested self-denial, - she was all as
tonishment. 

"Have ·you and Fitzmaur quarrelled?" she 
asked. 

" Certainly not," replied l\Iary, rather in
dignantly. 

" Oh, then, I suppose your mamma told you 
to let me be queen," continued the other. 

Mary felt half inclined to be angry; but she 
checked herself, and said, "No, it is my own 
doing; I have my private reasons for it." 

" It is really very goodnatured of you," criecl 
Augusta, kissing her; and away she ran in great 
delight to tell her mother. Lady Charles was 
much pleased and lauded l\Iary to the skies; 
telling every one that she was an amiable, retir
ing, S\veet-tempered girl. l\Iary felt at :first dis
posed to be flattered at so much praise ; but 
then the thought arose in her mind-" Aunt 
Charles would not say all this, if she knew the 
envious thoughts towards her own Augusta which 
I indulged the other day;" and so the recollection 
of her fault kept her from vanity. 

That same afternoon all the juvenile party 
were on the terrace, Alice included; and they 
were talking with great eagerness of the pleasures 
of the morrow-they were planning schemes for 
the enjoyment of every hour. To begin ·with, 

q 
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Alice must spend the whole day at the Castle; 
she must come to breakfast. Alice doubted if 
that would be possible. " vVhy so ?" was the 
instant demand. Alice hesitated, and tried to 
avoid answering; except by merely stating, that 
there was a walk she must take early in the morn
ing; but that then she would join their party 
for the rest of the day. It was of no use seek
ing to evade her pertinacious inquisitors; they 
at last extorted from her, that she must, of ne
cessity, take the clothes she had been making to 
vVidow Barton's family the very next day ; be
cause, she added, " I have already delayed too 
long; I cannot take them to-day, because my 
nurse has been busy, and is not able to walk 
with me; and therefore I must attend to that 
duty the first thing to-morrow." 

Edward suggested, that " if old N ursey is 
to take the walk, it will not hurt her to carry 
the clothes." 

But Alice answered, that on this occasion 
she ,vas sure her father would be better pleased 
if she took them herself. Her companions then 
made various inquiries respecting the Bartons, 
and she told them their melancholy case, adding, 
that though they were now supplied with the 
necessaries of life, their rent remained unpaid ; 
and that, so long as Johnny continued ill, they 

u 
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could not possibly raise the sum required; and 
that he was unlikely to recover. Fitzmaur in
quired the amount of the sum. Alice said, she 
thought it was about three pounds. 

Fitzmaur \Vas silent for five minutes; but 
in that short period a scheme was originated 
and perfected within his mind. He wished to 
follow his mother's directions, and prove his 
gratitude to God by trying to please Him; he 
wished to begin his birthday well, and bring a 
blessing upon it, and the present seemed an 
opportunity purposely presented to him. 

"l\Iary," said he, "would it not be delight
ful to walk to poor l\!Irs. Barton's with Alice, 
and give her some money to help her with her 
rent?" 

"Yes, very," replied l\Iary; "but I am afraid 
we have not enough to make up three pounds, 
we spent so much at the beginning of the month. 
I have only ten shillings left." 

" And I have ten shillings," Ed\vard said; 
" I wish I had more ; but she is welcome to 
that.'' 

"I have fifteen shillings left," said Fitzmaur; 
" all that together will amount to one pound 
fifteen. That will help her very much, though 
it is not all the sum; will it not, Alice?" 

" Oh, yes," cried Alice, clapping her hands 
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\vith delight; "how happy she will be! I really 
think it will make Johnny well. How very good 
of you! ,vidow Barton \'rill easily make up 
the remainder of the sum, because she \vill feel 
so much encouraged to persevere." 

"I think it is much better of you, Alice, to 
have made clothes for them," said 1Iary; "be
cause you have given up your playtime for it: 
mamma says there is often more self-denial in 
giving one's time than one's money." 

Alice, colouring deeply, replied, " Oh, but 
you kno,v nothing about that ; please do not 
talk of it." 

Augusta all this time had been listening to 
the conversation, and ,vondering whether her 
cousin would ask her to join them. She \Va::; 
sadly divided in her o-wn mind; for she had a 
good deal more money in her purse than they 
had, because her mamma always kept her liber
ally supplied-too liberally for so young a girl; 
but she <lid not like to part with it-she ,vanted 
it for a purpose of her own. On the other hand, 
she was ashamed of appearing less generous than 
the others, so that she did not quite know what 
to do; she almost hoped they ,vould not ask her, 
yet she knew she hould feel affronted if they 
did not. But they did im·ite her to join their 
party and their sub 'Cription. Fitzmaur thought 
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it would be illnatured not to do so, though it 
must be confessed he felt he should enjoy the 
,valk better without her. 

" I will give half-a-crown," said Augusta, 
with hesitation; "I am sorry I cannot give more, 
but mamma has often desired me not to spend 
all my money at once, because then I should 
have none if any more urgent case was to offer 
itself. I am afraid it will seem very little by 
all of yours." 

" Oh, there will be no seeming," said Fitz
maur, "for we shall put it all together, and give 
it in the lump." 

" What ! shall you not tell any one how 
much you each give?" Augusta asked, surprised 
yet not displeased at the intelligence. 

" No, certainly not," exclaimed l\Iary; "and 
mind you say nothing about it; at any rate, no
thing about our contributions." 

"vVell, I cannot see the use of making a 
secret of it, as if you ,vere ashamed of it," said 
Augusta; "it is as if you were doing something 
wrong." 

"Not at all," replied Fitzmaur; "marnma 
told us this very day, that ,vhcn we do anything 
rig-ht-such as an act of charity-we ought to 
do it quite secret!), so as not to be praised." 

":i\Iy father has often told me the same," 
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said Alice ; " he says that is the meaning of not 
l~tting the left hand know what the right hand 
doeth; and that if we obtain the praise of man, 
half the value of the act is lost." 

"I must say, I cannot understand the sense 
of it," replied Augusta, rather tartly, because 
she felt a little ashamed; " but you may be 
quite sure I shall say nothing about it, if you 
do not wish it." 

" I do not think it is hard to understand," 
replied Alice, " that we have no right to ex
pect a reward in Heaven, if we only think of 
having one on earth." 

" Really, Miss Alice," said Augusta pet
tishly, "you are very sublime; but it is far 
beyond me." 

"It may easily be that," said Edward, plant
ing himself before her, and looking her full in 
the face. "Pray, Miss Augusta, can you un
derstand this much-you can't eat your cake 
and have it ?" 

"You are very rude," said Augusta, quite 
provoked; "but I assure you, my mamma would 
tell you I was right. She often says that we 
ought to let what ·we do be known, for an ex
ample to others. Many persons will only give 
in charity if they see their betters give. For 
that reason, she made a present of a beautiful 
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ilver plate to our little parish church, to collect 
the money on Sundays, instead of the little bags 
that were formerly used. As she ahvays gives 
largely, it encourages others to imitate her; be
sides that people are ashamed to give too little 
·when it is an open plate. l\Irs. Thornton, a lady 
of the neighbourhood, used to give only one shil
ling, and nmv she gives five, because the plate 
is canied into our pew immediately after it has 
been into hers. So you see mamma's gift was 
a double charity; and I assure you it is a beau
tiful plate, and has her name engraved upon it, 
with the day it was presented to the clergy
n1an." 

Augusta's cou ins made no reply to this; 
they felt, they could hardly tell ,vhy, that there 
was something wrong in this principle, but they 
did not fully understand the subject. Alice 
,vas better informed, for she had recently heard 
her father and another clergyman cli:scussing 
that very point. She had heard them say, that 
almsgiving was a gift to God, and this, of all 
places, especially in Church, His mvn House; 
that there our gift are solemnly consecrated to 
Him ; and that to give from any other motive 
than pure love to Him, to harbour any wish 
that others should sec our munificence, not only 
makes the act null and void, but is actually 
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a profanation. HO\vever, she did not think 

it ,vas her office to criticise the conduct of her 

elders, so that no remark was made by any of 

them. 
But ,ve have been too long talking of what 

was to be. The birthday came at last, and with 

it a bright sun and light hearts. Immediately 

after the morning service, the little party set out 

on their proposed expedition, permission having 

been readily obtained, as Nurse Roberts was to 

accompany them, to see, as she said herself, that 

they played no pranks. The agreement was, 

that the Fitzmaur party should repair to the 

rectory for breakfast, and walk with Alice after

,vards. The young hero of the day was glad by 

this means to see his friend Mr. Russell early 

in the morning, before they met in a crowd of 

company, for there was to be a large party at 

the castle that evening. Mr. Russell, too, was 

glad to have the society of his little favourites; 

and Alice was exceedingly proud of doing the 

honours in her own house ; she jumped about, 
offering strawberries to one, and tea to another, 

in a prodigious fuss; in short, a breakfast at the 

rectory was a great treat to every one. Poor 

Augusta looked, just at first, rather like a fish 
out of water-for, be the truth confessed, she 

was a little afraid of 1\Ir, Russell; but he soon 
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contrived to put her more at her ease by good
naturedly paying her little attentions, and talk
ing to her on topics on which he supposed she 
would be most at home, till she was at last forced 
to acknowledge to herself, that she ceased to 
\Vonder at her cousins being so fond of him. 
But to his own noble Fitzmaur he \Vas particu
larly affectionate ; and also to 1'fary-for Alice 
had secretly informed him of the latter's act of 
self-denial in yielding to Augusta the honours 
of the day; and though he thought it better to 
make no remarks, he loved her for it. 

" I think this \vill be a happy day to you 
all," said he at last, as they rose to depart. "I 
shall ask you this evening if it has been so. I 
hope it wm, and that it may be the beginning 
of a happy year." 

And now the young readers must, in their 
own imaginations, shift the scenes and view our 
heroes and heroine in the cottage \vhere lies 
the dying boy. Such are the transitions of life, 
from the merry party to the house of ·woe ; and 
often are these transitions as sudden as the shift
ing of scenes upon the stage. They mu t also 
picture to themselYes, \vhat cannot be so well 
described, the gratitude of \Yiclow Barton at 
their unexpected relief, and, above all, the gra
titude of poor Johnny himself. 
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" There, mother," he cried, " was I not 
right? You did well to give over fretting." 

1\1:rs. Barton had tried to resign herself, since 
Mr. Russell's conversation with her; and her 
son had perpetually reminded her that help 
would come at last. She was quite ove1joyed 
at so considerable an assistance to her means ; 
and the clothes Alice had made fitted very 
nicely. How could they all find words for their 
feelings ? They curtsied first to one and then 
to another, and at last, unable to contain her
self, Ellen burst into tears. 

" Oh, my dear lady!" she said to Mary, 
"this may cheer poor Johnny, and make him 
recover, for the thoughts of the rent being due 
has weighed heavily on his mind; and if so, you 
cannot know all you and your noble family 
have done for us. May God reward you ! You 
know perhaps what it is to dread the loss of a 
brother." 

Yes ; l\Iary did know it, having so recently 
felt all that dread, and she could sympathise; 
nay, Ellen's distress reminded her so keenly of 
her own feelings on that memorable occasion, 
that she was constrained to mingle her tears 
with those of the sorrowing sister. In the mean 
time, Alice had drawn near to Johnny's bed, 
and had taken his hand; and he had whispered 
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to her, that he felt more strongly than e-rer 
that his end was drawing near. He added: " I 
had such a bright happy dream last night, 11iss 
Alice; oh, that it might come true! I dreamed 
that I ,vas in a beautiful place, with all the glo
rious Saints, and that there I was praying for 
you. One part of it at least shall come true, 
for I will pray for you with all my heart." Fitz
maur, coming up to his side at this moment, the 
dying boy exclaimed, "God bless you, my lord; 
God bless you, and reward you. I ·wish you 
many happy returns of this day, though I shall 
not live to welcome them. 1\1any bright years 
lie before you, and many noble actions, no 
doubt, ,vill be done by you; but pardon my 
boldness, if I remind you, that ,ve shall both 
stand together at last before the great God. 
Perhaps the spot in your life, that you will 
then look back upon as the brightest, ,-rill be 
the moment you succoured the ,vidow and the 
orphan." Fitzmaur never forgot that speech. 

"Do you know, Fitzmaur," said Alice, as 
they returned home, " I have been thinking aJl 
this morning of the gentle lady that my father 
told u of. I have been wondering ,vhether those 
happy Saints know what is going on here." 

"But what made you think of the Lady 
1\'.Iargaret in particular?" Fitzmaur inquired. 

d 
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" Because," returned Alice, "I thought that 
if she could ,vatch over what passed on earth, 
she would love the present Bertram Fitzmaur 
as much as she loved her own little restless Ber
tram; and she must be pleased at the way he 
has begun his birthday." 

"Now mind, Edward," said Mary to her bro
ther, "that your little chattering tongue does 
not let out what we have done, or it will quite 
spoil the day." 

" Never fear," said Ed ward ; " what is there 
to tell?" 

The case was not so extremely easy, however, 
as Edward supposed; and the reader shall be in
formed why. It happened that same afternoon, 
that Lady De Courcy entered the luncheon
room, where several persons were assembled (for 
some of the guests who were to stay at the 
castle arrived early), with an open note in her 
hand. " This,., she said, "is from l\Irs. Dawson, 
begging of me to subscribe to a school, which 
a friend of hers in Ireland is anxious to build; 
and to ask my friends to do the same. She 
describes the case to be an urgent one; it is a 
district where the population has increased very 
much within late years, and where there is no 
school ,vithin many miles. I am a bad beggar," 
continued Lady De Courcy; "so I shall con-
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sider my task fulfilled when I have subscribed 
a little myself, and stated the circumstances." 

"There's a mighty fuss always about schools 
in Ireland," said Sir Joseph Screw, an absentee 
Irish landlord; "and great good it does 'em. 
vVhat's the good of educating the poor above 
themselves? If you'd just teach 'em to pay their 
rents regularly, that's the best lesson they could 
learn." 

" Charity begins at home, that's my maxim," 
said Doctor Scrape, nodding his head three times 
very slowly, as if he was '\Veighing each \Vorel 
accurately. ""'\Vhat's the use of asking us to 
send our money over to Ireland, when there are 
so many clamorous at home? It's not fair.'' 
The doctor was an old bachelor with six thou
sand a year, ·whose oldest friend could not recol
lect ever having seen him with a new hat, and 
who was so much calumniated as to be reported 
to live upon a shilling a day. 

" Oh, dear s'\veet Ireland!" exclaimed )fi~ ~ 
Arabella Primro e. " Diel you not tell me, 
mamma, that the people in Ireland have beau
tiful black hair, and don't wear shoes and stock
ings? Oh, yes; and it's called the Emerald Isle. 
Sweet romantic country! I am ~ure I'll do an)
thing for Ireland. Herc is half a sovereign tu 
begin "·ith." 
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" Come," said Lord De Courcy, "without 
disputing 1\Iiss Primrose's taste for bare feet, we 
must admit that she has set us a good example, 
and I recommend that we follow it." So saying, 
he laid a five-pound note on the table. 

"I'll not give a farthing," cried Uncle John, 
"unless I read the good lady's letter; for that's 
half the fun." And then he seized the manu
script, in spite of Lady De Courcy's protesta
tions, and read aloud the following specimen of 
epistolary style:-

"DEAR MADAM, 

"I must apologise for the liberty I take, ma'am, 
in writing to your ladyship when I am so soon to have 
the honour and gratification of seeing you, to cele
brate sweet Lord Fitzmaur's birthday, whom I wish 
many happy returns of the day; but I am sure, dear 
Lady De Courcy, you will excuse me when you know 
the mission of love of which I am the unworthy advo
cate. A school, dear madam, is sadly wanted, as my 
dear friend, l\Irs. Julia Hutchins (an excellent truly 
Christian ·woman, ma'am, if you knew her), writes 
me, in the parish of Ballybotherbull, post town, Kill
all, in Ireland. It is ten miles, dear Lady De Courcy, 
from Killall, and that is the nearest to\vn. There is 
a frightful population of perishing souls, increased im
mensely within the last few years, all dying for lack 
of a school. l\.Jy dear Christian friend, ma'am, tried 
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to collect money by sending round printed cards to 
all her friends for si.xpenny contributions; but she did 
not get much more than paid the expenses of the print
ing and postage. I am sure, dear Lady De Courcy, I 
need say no more to inter~st your ladyship in this 
most interesting case ; and if you ·will kindly excite 
your guests to compassion, and your dear sweet little 
darlings, your ladyship miglit give me the result this 
e\'ening, which is why I trouble you now, because to
morrow morning I send off a packet to my dear friend, 
"·ho is anxious to begin building as soon as possible. 
Trusting that ·will plead my excuse, I remain, dear 
madam, 

" Your ladyship's obedient and obliged 
"PENELOPE DA w:::ox." 

" A heart of stone ·would melt after this ap
peal," said Uncle John, opening his purse Yvith 
great preparation and extracting therefrom-five 
shillings; Lady Charles Fitzmaur and others sub
scribed also, and then the former turned to her 
little girl and said, "Augusta my love, have not 
you something to giYe? You would like me to 
write your name down among the subscribers, 
should you not?" 

" Oh, certainly," exclaimed Augusta; "1 
,vill give seven shillings to the poor little Irish 
childre11." Augusta wondered if her cousins 
would keep to their resolution no\v that, haYing 

,I 

Jn 
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nothing to give, all the company would think 
her the most generous. 

"1Iy Augusta is so liberal," said Lady 
Charles to another lady, "she is always ready 
to give her money. I_ keep her fully supplied, 
because I think it is good for children to have 
the means of answering such calls." 

" I am sorry I cannot give more," said Au
gusta, with apparent humility, counting the mo
ney into her mother's hand; "but I had to give 
part of my money this morning to a poor family 
in great distress." 

"Dear child!" exclaimed her fond parent, 
"what, have you been already giving in charity? 
It is not fair to ask you for so much." And 
then Lady Charles repeated the fact to every 
one, and Augusta's generosity was loudly ex
tolled, and sundry compliments were paid to 
Lady Charles on the good training which had 
produced such pleasing results. 

~Ieanwhile her cousins and Alice sat look
ing on ; and when Uncle John roared out to 
them from the opposite side of the room to pro
duce their purses! Fitzmaur replied, that they 
'"ere very sorry, but they had no money left. 

"0 you extravagant rogues!" was the re
joinder. 

" Augusta is always provident with her 
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money," remarked Lady Charles, " and that 
enables her to be charitable." 

Edward's patience was beginning to ebb. 
" "\V ell, that's rather good,., he muttered; " if 
there's not 1Iiss Augusta carrying off al] the 
praise for her paltry little half-cro,vn, while 
we" . . . . . 

" Hush, dear Edward," said ::\-Iary, "remem
ber your promise. "\Yha t is the use of being 
praised, when we are trying to do things like 
the gentle Lady and St. An~elm, and all those 
holy people ?" 

"I don't want to be praised myself," said 
Edward, "but it's too bad to see Augusta" ... 

" Never mind Augusta, you simpleton," said 
his brother. 

In the mean time Augusta quite wondered 
at her cousins, and thought them Yery silly; 
however, she tried to persuade herself that it 
was no affair of her., a they had begged of her 
not to relate their share in the deed she had dis
closed. X evertheless, though this ,vas strictly 
true, she felt, she could not tell ,Yhy, ashamed 
to look round at them. 

But _omething arrested the attention of all, 
and drove ::virs. Dawson, schooL, Ireland, and 
charity, out of every body's mind. "\V1rnt ~ms 
this? "\Yhat ,vas it that dre,Y eyery one, young 
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and old, ,vith a rush to the window? It was 
a beautiful grey pony, crowned with flowers, 
that was led prancing to the hall-door. All 
went out to look at it,-it was a perfect animal, 
about fourteen hands high, of a dark iron-grey 
colour. Fitzmaur's heart fl.uttered ; but he 
scarcely ventured to speak out. 

" Try it," said Lord De Courcy, nodding to 
him. 

" Try it, you humbug!" said Uncle John, 
with a knowing wink ; " and don't pretend to 
look so innocent." 

Fitzmaur required no further bidding; in a 
moment he had vaulted to the saddle, and was 
gallopping round the front of the house, to the 
admiration of every one. The pony was per
fect in every movement: if its predecessor was 
Prince, this was worthy to be called Jvlonarch. 

" Papa, is this for me ?" exclaimed the happy 
boy. The answer was in the affirmative. Oh, 
how delighted he was! How Edward shouted
how J\iary clapped her hands-and how pleased, 
truly pleased was Alice, who had thought her
self the innocent cause of the death of Prince. 

"\Ve had better leave Fitzruaur and Ed·vrnrd 
mvhile with the newly-acquired treasure; for 
nothing, I believe, that was not of extraordinary 
occurrence could have dra,vn their attention to 

X 
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any other object for at least two hours. Be
sides, several friends were expected: there were 
their cousins the 1Iandevilles,-boys who were, 
or fancied they were, excellent judges of horse
flesh; and John and Spencer Herbert, two friends 
of Fitzmaur's. All these must be taken at once 
to the stables to admire the pony; and once 
there, all who know boys are aware that it is 
not an easy matter to get them away again. 

But as it is by no means necessary that we 
should remain there too, we will at once come 
to that portion of the birthday which was the 
most important part, namely, the evening-enter
tainment. 

It was one of those beautiful warm summer 
evenings, on which one almost involuntarily lin
gers out of doors enjoying the breathless twi
light, delaying to the very last the ungracious 
necessity of shutting out the balmy air. It was 
consequently quite practicable to accede to the 
children's request-that the dance should be 
on the grass; and it was proposed, that at 
seven o'clock the dance should begin, all amus
ing themselves promiscuously together-ladies 
and gentlemen, servants and tenantry-for about 
two hours; and that then the drawing-room 
party should retire to spend the rest of the 
evenmg m such games as the King and Queen F 
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of the day should decide upon, leaving the others 
to enjoy themselves unrestrained. 

In what a flutter of excitement was Augusta 
as the evening approached! The garland, wreath
ed into the form of a crown, was ready for her 
haiT; and when her maid had carefully placed 
it on her head, and fastened it with a diamond 
pin (lent to her by her mother for the occa
sion), how often and often did she turn to look 
at its effect! She thought all the young ladies 
of the party would envy her for the richness of 
her attire ; and the words, " graceful young 
heiress," ·which she had so often heard applied 
to her, kept running in her head. A number 
of bouquets had been made, the largest of which 
was for herself, the rest she was to distribute 
among the ladies; and this she did, it must be 
admitted, with an ease and a grace worthy of 
her temporary royalty. She was introduced as 
the Queen of the evening; and even the Man
deYilles, who, like most schoolboys, had very 
little taste in those matters which Augusta 
thought of great importance, acknowledged" she 
would certainly be a very pretty girl if she was 
not so conceited." Conscious that admiring eyes 
were upon her, Augusta took her place with 
Fitzmaur at the head of the dance, and right 
merrily she tripped along. 
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And how did l\1ary keep her resolutions? 
,Vas she still \villing, when it came to the point, 
to yield so much precedence to Augusta? That 
evening, a few minutes before her maid came 
to dress her, she had retired to her room, for 
the other young ladies were either resting them
selves or dressing, and her brothers were at high 
romps with the boys. l\Iary, therefore, sat in 
her room, her little head resting on her hand, 
deep in thought. "I wonder," thought she, "if 
Augusta is much obliged to me for letting her be 
Queen-she ought to be ; but I do not think she 
is, she seems to take it as all a matter of course. 
Then, again, nobody will know that I might 
have been Queen, and that I gave it up; people 
will think it is all because Augusta is more ac
complished and of greater consequence. I ,von
der if l\fr. Russell kno"·s it. I ,rish" ... l\Iary's 
cogitations were interrupted by a noise at the 
other side of the room, proceeding from the cage 
where she kept two pretty canary-birds. The 
little creatures were fighting with all their might 
about a small crumb of sugar, which one ·wanted 
to seize from the other; they were pecking at 
each other, flapping their wings, and puffing out 
their little breasts in a Yery great fuss. " You 
silly birds," said their young mistress, trying to 
separate them, "there is more sugar in the cor- I! 

n 
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ner; how very silly to fight for such a trifle!" But 
:flutter, flutter went the four little wings, quite 
regardless of the lecture they were receiving. 
I\1ary, to quiet them, v;as obliged to take away 
the bit of sugar. "How very absurd it seems to 
such as we are," said the little reasoner to her
self, " to see creatures fighting for such a trifle! 
I wonder if, when Augusta and I are jealous of 
each other, grown-up people look upon our dis
putes as just as silly and trifling as I think the 
quarrel of the canary-birds. I am pretty sure 
they do ; for I have heard mamma and Miss 
Dalton say something of the kind. But grown
up people quarrel themselves sometimes; I dare
say their quarrels appear as foolish and worthless 
to the Angels and the holy Saints, such as the 
Gentle Lady, as ours do to them, and the birds' 
to us ; or rather, in their eyes, I should think 
all must be equally foolish to dispute at all 
about things which last such a short time. Per
haps even the birds seem to them the least fool
ish, because we know what is right, and have 
means given to us to be good. Suppose I was 
to be in the other ,vorld to-morrow, and live 
in the same way as St. Anselm and the other 
Saints, how silly I should think myself for 
having cared whether Augusta ,vas taken more 
notice of than myself this evening!" 
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Just then the maid came in to dress l\'Iary, 
she, the while, still pondering on the same sub
jects. A very pretty wreath of roses had been 
prepared for her hair; and when it had been 
duly settled on the fair bro,v, the maid, as she 
left the room, exclaimed, "Your ladyship looks 
quite as well with those roses as l\!Iiss Augusta 
with all her :finery!" 

J\Iary's eyes fell for an instant on the fault
less face shadowed in the mirror; and then she 
covered them with her hands, and said to her
self," I hope God will not allow me to feel con
ceited or envious, and forget my resolutions, and 
be more silly than a poor bird." 

The victory was achieved. l\1ary gently dis
engaged the wreath from her hair, laid it on the 
table, and ran clown stairs. Thus may even so 
frivolous an occupation as the toilet be sanctified. 

1\Iary had many opportunities that evening 
of carrying out her resolutions; for though he 
was generally much liked by all her mother's 
guests, on this occasion every one's mind \Vas so 
totally engrossed by other things, that she was 
left a good deal to herself. Fitzmaur ,vas, of 
course, the great object with every one; and 
next to him, it must be admitted that Augusta 
seemed to be the general attraction. She danced 
so gracefully, and received all the complimenL 
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that were paid her so prettily, that people who 
were not wise enough to think of the little heart 
within, :fluttering with vanity and self-love, were 
disposed to like her extremely. Then there 
were reasons, which my very young readers 
would not enter into, why many persons thought 
it quite worth their while to make up to Lady 
Charles; and this was best done by flattering 
her daughter: and others thought it a very nice 
thing to see Fitzmaur and Augusta together, 
and appearing to belong to one another ; and 
these gave sundry nods and winks, as if they 
were thinking of something beyond the present 
evening. Mary, then, was certainly not so much 
noticed; but she danced very merrily for all that, 
took pleasure in the honours done to her bro
ther, and made herself generally useful and agree
able. Even her own dear mamma could not 
notice her much, and this Mary cared for more 
than any thing else; but there was no help for 
it: Lady De Courcy had to attend to her guests; 
and whenever she was not actually engaged, her 
eyes and heart were foll°'ving the movements of 
her eldest son. There ,vas, however, one of the 
company ,vho was neither too much engrossed 
by amusement himself, nor too dazzled by Au
gusta's splendour, to notice Mary; and this was 
Mr. Russell. Unperceived by herself, he had 
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watched her all the evening; and when she was 
tired of dancing, he beckoned to her to come 
and sit by him. Her eye lit up with pleasure; 
for she had seen him engaged in conversation, 
and had not liked to disturb him. Alice hap
pened to be disengaged at the same time ; and 
when the two little girls had settled themselves 
in a corner of the seat close to him, they both 
declared themselves to be very snug; and ~Iary 
read in his eyes a look of approbation, which 
found a response in her o,vn conscience ; and 
she wondered how it happened that the evening 
seemed so much pleasanter than she had antici
pated. 

Among the juvenile guests were two young 
ladies of the neighbourhood, by name the :Misses 
Smith, ,vho never seemed to be at their ease, 
or to enjoy themselves any where. They were 
plain, awkward-looking girls, with high shoul
ders and red hair; and, poor things, they always 
seemed as if they thought every one disliked 
them for being ugly. They had, moreover, 
reached that time of life which, by general con
sent, seems to be designated "the awkward age," 
and ·were consequently shy and unnoticed be
cause too young to be treated as women, and 
too old to be played with as children. 

Just as Mary had seated herself between 
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Mr. Russell and Alice, her eyes happened to 
rest upon these two young ladies, standing 
alone, not appearing to enter into any of the 
pleasure, but looking very stupid. They had 
evidently not been dancing at all. 

" How dull those poor girls look!" whis
pered l\Iary's conscience. "How pleasant it is 
to be sit6ng here!" answered her inclination. 
"They are my guests, and I ought to entertain 
them," again conscience whispered. "It is much 
pleasanter to talk to Alice and Mr. Russell," 
replied :Mary's weaker self. " What a good 
opportunity for self-denial!" continued that per-. . severmg conscience. 

:Mary has bounded from her seat, and is 
assiduously offering lemonade and cake to the 
:~\Iisses Smith, promising them to manage that 
they shall soon dance, and in the mean while 
proposing to shew them the pictures in the hall, 
or the garden, or any thing they like. 

But time passes on, and the evening is draw
ing to a close, the hour that had been fixed 
upon for leaving the dance has nearly arrived. 
An immense concourse of people has assembled, 
many more than Lord De Courcy had expected; 
in short, the numbers and the enthusiasm that 
was demonstrated, more resembled the event of 
the heir coming of age, than one of the interven-
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ing birthdays. This was to be accounted for by 
Fitzmaur's recent accident; he was, as it were, 
restored to them from the grave, and conse
quently doubly cherished. Whatever was the 
cause, Lord De Courcy duly appreciated the 
affection testified ; he wished them all health, 
happiness, and many returns of the day ; and he 
was answered by a loud cheer. The music had 
ceased, and the stillness of the evening was only 
broken by the hum of voices from both sides of 
the parterre ; for after the dancing was :finished, 
the mingled company of rich and poor naturally 
formed themselves into two bands. A slight stir 
was perceptible among the latter, and Fitzmaur's 
name was heard, every now and then, above the 
other sounds. 

" The fact is, you are such a scrap of a fel
low," said Lord De Courcy to his son, "that 
they cannot see you, my boy; you will have to 
stand upon a table." 

At this moment the old butler came forward 
(he was a grey-headed man, who had begun his 
career in the service of Lord De Courcy's father); 
he came up to Fitzmaur, and said, "You must 
shew yourself, my lord; they want to make sure 
you are none the worse for your accident the 
day before yesterday." 

" Oh, pray tell them that I am all the better 
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