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THE ALCHEMIST. 

PART I. 

l\'IA~nr.A, said little Louisa Granville, after 
standing for some time in deep thought near her 
mother's work-table; will you tell me what 1s 
meant by an Alchemist? 

An Aichemist, my dear, is a person who pre­
tends to change the common metals into gold. 

And can any person do that, mamma r 
No, my dear; I believe not. But some philoso­

phers, vvho had more learning than ·wisdom, ha.ve 
been so foolish as to fancy it practicable; and have 
,vastcd a great deal of real gold in searching for 
that "·hich ,vas only imaginary. But what made 
you think of an Alchemist, Louisa? 

Because, mamma, I ·was trying to find out what 
my aunt Clc\eland could mean when she said, if 
you succeeded in making me a prudent and care .. 
ful woman, you would be a perfoct Alchsmist. 

Aud what do you think she meant? Oh! I 
know now verv ,~·ell! She meant that I was so 
careiess and giddy, that if you ever made me 
prudent and careful, you would change what is 
worth very little at present to what would be 
Yery good and \'aluable. 

1 belieYc vou ari:- ,erJ. right, for that was no 
doubt her 11;caning 
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And do you think you will c,·er be alJle to 
make me a good and amiable woman, mamma ? 

Yes, my dear; I ha,·e no doubt of it. At 
least if you wish y'ourself to become one. 

Oh! I am sure I wish it; but I am afraid I 
never can. 

You have nothing to fear, if you really vvish 
and are determined to be good. 

Do you think, mamma, I could ever be as 

good as my sister Caroline? 
Certainly I do. 
But you know, mamma, you have often said 

that Caroline, even when she was as young as I 
am, never gave you any trouble, for she had al­
way_s so good and amiable a dispos1t1on, that it 
seemed only natural to her to do what was right. 

I have so; and 011 that account I do not 
despair of seeing you some time possess even 
greater merit than Caroline herself. 

How can that be, mamma? 
Because, if you, who are now of a very giddy 

careless disposition, take pains with yourself, and 
become as prudent and amiable as Caroline is, 
you •will certainly have greater merit than she~ 
,vho never had any such difficulties to overcome. 

£ut, I am afraid I never shall be able to cure 
rnyself of my faults; for I keep constantly resolv­
ing to be more attentive and careful in future, but 
I always forget again before the time come:~ for 

me to be tried. 
I do not expect yon to succeed with the fir.,t or 

second effort, or perhaps with the hundredth; hut 
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if you keep trying, and renwmber how much p'Lea­
sure it would gi,·c your papa and me to see you 
cured of your faults,. and how pleasant it would be 
to yourself, I have no doubt but by the time you 
are as old as Caroline is now, you will be as great 
a source of pleasure to us a,s she has ever been. 

Oh! that would be delightful! To hear papa 
say of me, as he does now so often of her, "I am 
ncYcr afraid of Louisa"-" I am sure Louisa will 
do what is right." How happy I should b_e ! Let 
me sec! Caroline is fourteen, and I am only nine. 
\-V ell, come, I have fi \'e years to learn in; that is a 
long time. 

But length of time will clo little for you, Louisa, 
except strengthening all your bad habits, unless 
yon arc most watchful over yourself. 

Ah ! tT1at is the thing ; that is what I am 
afraid will be my misfortune. 

Bu,t when yo~1 arc so sensible of yonr faults, 
arnl know so well how happy it ·would make you, 
to be a good, attenti,·e little girl, I hope there 1s 
no foar bL1t you ·will take pains to become one. 

I hope not, said LoLtisa in a tone that expressed 
more of desire than hope. Then after a pause, 
But, rnamma, added she, I should not like to 
be too careful; not so \cry careful as my cousin 
.Anna. 

I do not npprehcnd much danger, my dear, re­
plied ~lrs. Granville smilin0·, of "Ollr fallincr into b ,; b 
1.he contrary extreme. 

But do you not think my cousin Anna is too 
careful? Do you not think ::,he i~ q u:tc stingy? 

A3 



6 

Perhaps she may be a little; but she is upon 
the whole a very pleasant good-tempered girl. 

Yes, she is indeed, and !like her Yery much. It 
is Yery nice for me to have her staying with us, 
for you know, mamma, I had not ru1y one exactly 
of my own age to play with, o:- learn my lessons 
with till she came: for Charles is quite a little 
boy, he is only seven years old. Besides, you 
know a girl is far better than a boy to pb,y with~ 
I hope my aunt Cleveland ·will stay a long time 
here, marnma. 

I hope so tco, my dear. 
Then there is Albert. Oh! I love Albert! He 

is so pleasant and kind and obliging. Do you 
not think he is, mamma? 

Yes, he is indeed a remarkably nne boy. 
And he is very generous too. He is not at all 

n:ean, like his sister Anna. Do yoL1 think he is? 
No. I am afraid, jf any thing, he rather too 

nearlv resembles his cousin Louisa. 
01~ ! no ! mamma, indeed he is not at all ex-: 

travagant. His mamma calls him so, because sLe 
v;ould like to see him as careful and prudent (a3 
she calls it) as Anna. Fqr Anna is like hcn,elf. 

Take care, Louisa! It does not become a little gid 
like you to sit in judgement upon one so much older. 

"\V ell then, I will talk about Albert, for yon 
know he is only four years older th;m I am. 1-fo 
is not at all like me; for every body loves him, and 
s;iys he ·will be a very clen"r man. 

I hope he will, said ~ir:;. Gran rill~ with a d~ep 
Slo'{i.. 
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I know what makes you sigh, mamma, sai<l 
Lomsa, looking at her mother ,,·ith an expression 
of sympathy. It is because you think him so like 
my poor brother Henry. 

He is indeed very like him, my dear; o.ncl I 
hope he ,vill resemble him as much in his virtues 
as he does in his features. 

I dare say he will, mamma; for he likes so much 
to t..Jk of Henry, and to ask Caroline v,rhat he 
... sed to do, and about the things he learnt, ~nd 
cften wishes he could be as clever, and learn as 
r .. uch. And he often talks of Henry having lost 
his life from his humanity in running to help 3, 

pcor boy who hctd fallen into the water when he 
·was sk~iting; and says if he had been there when 
the ice broke a second time, and let pocr Henry 
too into the water along with the bo1, he "·oulcl 
ha, e gone to help then;, and would ·rather hnse 
died than not have endea,·oured to sa,·e them. 
But I distress you, marpma, said the little girl 
tenderly, op seeing the tears ready. to drop from 
her mother's eyes. 

No, my dear, you do not distress me. It is a 
pleasure to talk of those we delighted in; ·and 
your brother Henry was never any thing but a 
source of deiight to his family. 

You are very good to let me talk to you. But 
do you kno,Y, mamma, I am not so very sorry at 
not being allowed to walk out with my aunt and 
cousins and Caroline this morning, since ym~ 
have been so kind as to let me stay by you and 
talk to you. 
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I ~bould certainly ha, e punished yon more for 
ha\'ing been so carclec;s about your le:;sons this 
morning, if J bad not c::ccn you so good-tempered 
in helping your cousin _\.nna to get forward ,vith 
hers, after you found it was out of the question 
tor: ou to enjoy the 6ame pleasure yourself: These 
acts of good-nature, my dear Louisa, show a 
swectne~s of disposition which wiH always secure 
) ou the lm c of those around you. There is a still 
higher point of ambition, howeYer, which I hope 
it ,1·ill e, er be your object to attain. 

You mean the approbation of my heavenly 
}';-ithcr, mamma? 

I do, mv dear: and what is the inYariable ac­
companim~nt and reward of that-the approba­
ti011 of your own heart; v:hich .... ,,ill make }OU 
happier than any thing ebe in the world coul<l do. 

Then I hope, mamma, I shall beha,c so as to 
c11io1 them h _,th. 

·1 ·hope so too, my dear little girl, said ..t1\lrs. 
G mm illc, Lissi no- her afic,ctio11a tely. The ·com er-o " 
,ation licrc ceased for a few mim.tcs.-~·\.t length 
Lcmirn mid ; 

_\by I a.:.k yon a question, mamma? 
( 'ert:!i11ly, my clear; what is it? 
Do yon intend me to go to \Voo<llands ·witJ1 

Carnlinc and my cousins at Easter? 
That must depend 'upon yourself, Louisa. ·Yon 

arc im·itc l "ith the rest by Lady Su:-<}n, aud I 
am sure ~he "·ill be much disappointed if you arc 
11ot of the pnrty. But I can only permit you to go, 
pr°' iclcd you arc industrious and careful till that 

.... 
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time; for you kno,-v that otherwise your aunt her­
self would not be glad to see you. 

I know she would not; for she is as anxious as 
you are to ha-..e me good : and next to papa and 
you, I would rather she were pleased with me than 
any body besides in the whole world. She is so 
good and kind herself that every one who knows, 
!ewes her. Albert and Ai1na do not know her yet, 
0r they would not talk about her being so old a 
woman, that they are sure it must be very dull to 
be at vV oodlands. 

They will alter their opinion when they have 
once seen her, no doubt. And I hope, Louisa, 
ycu will show your respect for her in the mean­
time by the care you take pot to forfeit yo,..1r right 
to the visit. 

I wish, mamma, I had something always to 
keep it in my mind. I dare say, if I could con­
stantly remember that if I am not attentive I shall. 
not go to W oodbnds, I should be sure to take care. 

Thei.1 supposing I make a bargain with you. 
You are now re,varded for your work with tickets, 
for wl~ich you have a prize ,vhcnever you get a 
hundred. But instead of that I will, till Easte1, 
which is nm"- a month distant, give you threepence 
for e\-ery dozen. By this means you will Yer) 
easily be able to make a shilling a ,veek. Out of 
this you shall pay for all the pencils, thimbles, 
shoe or hat--strings that you lose, as ·well as any 
thing that you may borrow of your companions 
and lose as you are so apt to do. Yon must_ also 
be ~u hject as usual to the penalty 9f pa) ing a 
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ticket for any of your working m.aterials ,vhich 
you may leave behind you when you have clone 
using them. PrO\·idecl you be free from debt at 
the encl of the time prescribed, you shall be one 
of the party to \.Voocllands. But if not, you must 
submit to be left behind. 

Oh! thank you, mamma, cried Louisa, clapping 
her hands for joy; then I do think I shall go. I 
h,we a thimble at present, and you gave me both 
new bonnet and 8hoe-stiings yesterday morning, 
and Caroline promised to give me one of her pen­
cils instead of that which I lost yesterday; so I 
shall have so little occasion for monev that there 
,vill be no fear of my being able to kee1; out of debt. 

The co1wersation was here interrupted by the 
ent1?ncc of l\1rs. Cleveland and her young com­
pamons. 

Look, Louisa, said Albert, hastening to his c0u­
sin with a glow of animation on his countenance; 
look at these pretty flowers ·which I have brought 
for you. 1 knew you ,vould like to have some 
snowdrops, as you said the other day you ad­
mired them so much; I ,,;,·as determined to find 
one if possible to reward you. 

To reward me, Albert? said Louisa ,vith great 
&implicity; for ,rhat? 

For being so good-tempered and kind to every 
body, and for making me always so happy when 
I am with you. I had a great deal of searching 
before I could find them; but I was determined 
to ha:re rnme if po::;siblc: and so you sec I haYe 
succeeded, ;md hc~mtiful they arc, 

,,.. 
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They are, indeed! Oh hO""w I admke,thcsc beau­
tiful streaks of green and these pretty pale yellow 
anthers, said Louisa, looking at the flowers as she 
took them out of Albert's hand. But they have not 
any smell, I think. 

No; it is too cold ,yeather for flowers to have a 
smell yet, said Caroline. ,v e must wait for those 
which have the benefit of a hotter sun to ha,·e the 
addition of a sweet scent to their other charms. 
But do you remember what -:\Irs. Barbauld says 
of the snowdrop, Louisa? 

No, I do not remember her ·words; but 1 knmv 
she speaks of the snowdrop in those lines which 
you read the other day, for it was that which made 
me like them so much. 

I see by Anµa's countenance that she knows 
the lines, sai.d 1Irs. Granville. \Yill you repeat 
them to your cousin, Anna? 

Anna immediately repeated the following lines: 
"Already does the snowdrop dare to appear, 

The first pale blossom of thP. unripen'd year: 
As Flora's Lreath by some transforming power, 
Had chang'd an icicle into a flower; 

L Its name, and hue, the scentless bud retains, 
And winter lingers in its icy veins. 
To it succeeds the violet's dusky blue, 

d 

And each inferior plant of richer hue; 
Till riper months the perfect year disclose, 
And Flora cries exulting,' See my rose."' 

s. 
.d 

Very well remembered indeed, Anna, said l\f;Cr 
Gramille. I wish you could teach Louisa to het'd 
things with as much attention, and recall them .. nw 
readily to her memory. Ilg, 
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But Louisa does often remember what she 

reads, aunt, said Albert, cager to vindicate his lit-• 
tle thoughtless bnt good-tempered favourite: for 
the other day when she saw a daisy peeping out 
from under some melting snow, she repeated two 
of the ,·erses of that pretty poem of 1\1 ontgomery's 
on a field flower; and that ,vas the reason that I 
brought her this daisy along with the snow--drops, 
because 1 thcught her remembe1ing those verses 
would make her al ways like to look at a rla1sy in 
future. 

You are \ ery right in that idea, my dear Albert, 
returned Nfrs. Granville. A remembrance of sut h 
beautiful allusions to the objects of nature is su:·e 
to make them be ,·iewcd ·with greater interest; an<l 
I am very glad to find that Louisa's memory sup­
plied her so readily. 

\ es, mamma, and I remember them still, and 
will repeat them to you: 

' ' 'Tis Flora1f' pae;e- In ev<::ry pb.ce, 
In every season fresh and fair; 
It opens with perennial grace, _ 

And blossoms evny where. 

0 1 

On waste and woodland, rock and phin, 
Its humbie buds unheeded rise; 
The rose has but a summer reign, 

The daisy ne\·er dies." 

SJ I And now, Louisa, can you tell me to what class 
1 • flo\i·ers the daisy belongs? 
]~L Yes, mamma, it is a compound flower. But I 
bc"r not exactly understand what a compound flower 
t ~ans. 
n I t is one which has a great number of s1m,ll Slit. 

I, 
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flowers, each of them as perfectly formed as the 
1::trgest one that grmn, which arc all inclosed by 
one calyx or set of green lea-res, as you see these 
arc. The yellow ones in the centre are called flo­
rets, because they are full-formed flowers: and 
the white ones round the edge are semi-florets, ot 

only hctlf flowers, which you easily find to be the 
case if you examine the flower in your hand. 

Oh! i wish I had brought a daisy home with 
me, said Anna, that I might have examined it with 
my glass. 

You shall have plenty to look at immedia_tely, 
cried Louisa, tearing the daisy she held in· her 
hand in two, and giving one half to her cousin; 
and if you ·will be so good when you have done as 
to len_cl me ?our glass a minute or t\vo, then I will 
exammemme. 

Bu~, said Anna, I had rather not len<l my 
glass, for I am afraid of its being lost. 

I only want to use it whilst you are by, and 
will give it to you again dir(:ctly, said Louisa, in a 
good-tempered.fntreating tone and a look of great 
sweetness. ·•; 

But I had rather not lend it, returned Anna. I 
will tell you all about the flower after I have looked 
at it my;eu~ but I do not like to part "iith my glass. 
And by ,vay of securing her property she hastened 
out of the room: 

That is always the way with Anna, whenever 
she ii.: a.;:;ked to part with any thing, c.xclaime-J 
Albert with great indignation: she will take whatw 
t:1er die c.ui get, lrnl :-he \\'·i11 part ,,ith no1,hi11g 

ll 
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But I dare s:iy C:iroline will lend yen her glass, 
Louisa, for she is not so very , cry careful. 

I \\·ill lend m:· glass with pleasure, ansv:cred 
Caroline, returning from the door ,vhich she was 
about to open for the purpose of leaving the 
room. But yon must allow me to stay by till 
she ha~ <lone with it, that I may get it again; 
fur you kno'\'\· nci thcr Louisa nor you have learnt 
to be so carefu.J. as to be trusted. 

I\ o'\\· that is exactly the right way to do, cried 
Albert. Caroline is as obliging as Louisa, and 
as careful as .Anna. Caroline is just right. 

Oh, yes, said Louisa, ·whose little heart beat 
,, ith delight \\·hcneYcr she heard her si~tcr prais­
ed; Caroline i•s always right. Shall you not love 
me ',ery much, 1\lbcrt, if I e,·er learn to be as 
good as Caroline? And mamma says she doc3 not 
dc-;pair of it. 

I lorn you so well already, replied Albert, put­
ing his arms round her neck and kissing her with 
great warmth, that I $Carcely think l can ever like 

, you better. I only wish .Anna ,~:oulJ let me 
lc'l\·e her as much : but I never can love her for 
a lorng time after she sho,vs herself so mean and 
selfi sh. 

If you were as partial to your si"ter as you 
are to your cousin, Albert, said f.'fr s. ClcnJand, 
(\vho had hitherto been a silent observer of what 
·w1.s pa';siug,) you would call Yvhat you now term 
selfishness only proper care in your ::;i:;tcr. Young 
& 3 she is, she knows that I am not so ricl~ as vour 
~1unt Gran;-illc, and that it is ,-crv nci cs~ar~ for ., • ' 

I 
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her to be careful of all her things, as I cannot af­
ford to buy her new ones frequently. 

But you see, mamma, how Caroline has done. 
She has taken care to stay by, and has already 
got her glass back again; so that she has obliged 
Louisa ,vithout suficring any thing from it herself. 

But l cannot tell how your aunt G ram-ille 
would like that plan often to be pursued. I am 
inclined to think Caroline might soon wa~tc a 
good deal more time in this manner than Louisa's 
investigations were worth. 

I am so exceedingly fond of my children's show­
ing attention and kindness to one another, said 
l\,1rs. Granville, that I believe I should admit even 
of the sacrifice of a con:,iderable portion of time 
for that purpose. But in this instance I do not 
look upon the time as lost, since Caroline has had 
an opportunity of giving her sister some useful in­
formation. You sec, whilst examining this flower 
with her, she has made her acquainted ,vith some 
of the leading principles of botanical classification. 

I am sure, said ~J rs. Cleveland, no child can be 
more ready to oblige her friends than J\.nua is. 
She ne,er cares ·what trouble she takes, if she can 
do an act of kindness; and do what you will to 
her, you will ne,·er sec her out of humour. 

\Ve ha Ye all great pleasure in doing justice to 
the s"·ceLnes.:; of Anna's temper, and the many 
amiable qualities she possesses, !-iaid ~Jrc;. Gran­
ville; and where there is so much to admire, \\·c 
han! onlv to rcrrret that there should be a tin°le • 0 0 

drawback. 



16 

I have no apprehension about what you con­
sider the drawback, replied lVlrs. Cleveland; for I 
have no doubt, as Anna grows older and becomes 
better acquainted with the world, she will learn 
to be careful without appearing mean. 

But, mamma, said Albert, coming towards his 
mother with a look of great earnestness, if she 
only learns to appear better without being so in 
reality, you know she will still not be an amiable 
·woman. 

If she only learns to manage her carefulness 
vvith more judgement, Albert, I have no wish that 
.she should have any less of the reality than she 
has at present. But I am only afraid she will too 
soon learn to despise reconomy, like the rest of 
her companions. 

If the heart be not liberal in childhood, in­
creasing years seldom have the effect of opening 
it, said .M.rs. Granville. Care naturally grows 
upon people as they grow older. I should be glad 
therefore to see pains taken to expand Anna's 
i -leas on that one point on which nature seems to 
haYe done so much to contract them, and I cannot 
but regret that you do not equally see the neces­
~itv. 

·such is a mother's partiality, said l\frs. Cle,-e­
land, laughing, that I am much more disposed to 
pity you the arduous task before you, of correct­
iug Louisa's faults, than to apprehend the same 
labour being in store for myself. 

Louisa has certainly many serious faults at pre­
sent) but th8y arc all of such a nature that 1 ha\e 

10 I 
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no doubt improring sense and parental \\1atchful­
ness will in time be able to correct them. 

On that point your ideas and mine differ so 
widely, said Mrs. CleYeland, that it seems a hope­
less subject for us to argue upon.-And here the 
conversation ended. 

·vv e must now endeavour to account for the 
difference which must have been obsen·ed be­
tween the5e tffo sisters. 

:Mrs. Granville and J\1rs. Clm·eland ,,·ere the 
daughters of one father, bnt not the same mo­
ther. l\irs. Grmwillc, who was the eldest, lost 
her mother when she was scarcely a year old, 
and her father (.\Ir. Harford) appeared for a time 
an inconsolable widower. As the care of so 
young an infant was too delicate a charge to be 
intrusted to servants, l\fr. Harford endeavoured 
to prc"ail upon an 1m111arricd sister, who had re­
sided for some years with their aunt, Lady Su­
san l\J el ville, lo a~sume the care of his house 
and child. Circumstances conspired to make 
this plan unpleasant to Miss lJarforcl and Lady 
Susan; but they oflcrcd with ;:_?cat pleasure to 
receiYe the little Louisa under their own roof. 
I'e,v women could be Letter adapted for such a 
charge; and l\Jr. llarford very gladly accepted 
the proposal. Lady Susan, though she had ne­
ver been married, Lad always been particularly 
attHched to children, and li,1d paicl more atten­
tion to the sul~ject of cducalion than most of 
those to ·whom that duty ha:.; been intrustcd by 
nature. ·\\'ith a .strong <1nd acll\C mind, a dis-

1, 3 



position particularly ingenuous and honourable, 
and a heart alive to all the tenderest emotions uf 
the human breast, she \Yas qualified to implaut 
the seeds of virtue in the young and susceptible 
mind of her niece, by that most powerful of all 
instrnctors-example. A keen contempt for every 
thing mean or disingenuous made.her sometimes 
perhaps too se-rere in her dislikes. They gene­
rnlly bore a fair proportion to her partialities, and 
they ,vere always strong and warm as the mind 
which felt them. l\iliss Harford, who was not 
deficient in any one of the excellencies which 
adorned her aunt's character, possessed them in 
that softened form which an uncommonly gentle 
te11.per and delicate constitution naturally pro­
duced. They appeared in her like the reflection 
of a bold and brilliant- lnndscape on the surface 
of a smooth lake, when every object is dislinct 
and clear, but the han-her lines are softened by 
the mingling rays which reflect them. 

A seYere disappointment ,vhich she had met 
,vith in early life had made her resoh-c never again 
to enter into a f'irnilar engagement; and for the 
last fifteen years ~he had been deaf to the appli­
cations which admiration of her beauty, esteem 
for her virtues, or a desire for her fortune, had 
r;everally prompted. She devoted herself to the 
service of her friends, and to her fellow-creatures 
in general; and though many threatening con­
sumptive symptoms bespoke an early close to her 
existence, she performed her duties with alac1ity 
and cheerfulness, and looked forward to her death 
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with the tranqnillity of a well prepared mind, 

unmingled with despondence or apprehension. 

For Lady Susan only was that apprehension re­

served; and she watched every symptom which 

threatened a life so infiniLcly dear to her, with a 

sickening ancl trembling anxiety. To have two 

such ,Yomen to assume the charge of his child, 

might have satisfied the mind of a much more 

anxious father than Mr. Harford ha.cl ever shmn1 

himself; and he ,villingly con;,igned her entirely 

to their management. It is true, that after h:s 

second marriage, which took place before the 

year Wcl.$ expired from the death of his first wife, 

he o.ffered to take his little girl home again : but 

as neither of her aunts cottl<l think of parting with 

her, he \-ery ",-illingly consented that their house 

$hould be considered her future home, ~nd that 

they should take both the expense and direction 

pf her education upon themselves. The r:c.,w 

l\Irs. Harford, who "-as a ,ery selfish woman, 

did not enter ·with entire satisfaction into this ar­

rangement. She had discrimination enough to 

discover that Lady Susan and ~liss Harford nc-:­

ther liked :\Ir. Harford's hasty marriage, nor ap­

proved of the object of his choice. She ,nts 

afraid therefore that they would attach themsel\'es 

to the little Louisa to the detriment of her own 

child, which ,vas also a <laughter, and who was 

equally allied to them, and much nearer lo her. 

As.. a compensation for this dreaded evil, she pre­

vailed upon her husband to make his will entirely 

in fayom of his youngest daughter and herself. 



20 

The will once made, she ·was sure of having in­
fluence sufricicnt to prevent its being nltered, 
even though ~li:.,s Harford's death, which was 
not likely to be far distant, should prm e that lady 
to have been equally just to both her nieces. By 
this means she hoped she might possibly ham se­
CL,red to her daughter a double portion, \\·hich 
"·ould serve in some degree to make amends for 
her being excluded, as she ,, as sure she would 
be, from any sll':re of Lady Susan's •.\·ealth. The 
sudden death of her husba11d, hmvever, in some 
degree disappointed her expectations .. i\Iiss Har­
ford, \\ ho had not before had any other intention 
than to lfo idc her property equally between her 
nieces, no sooner fouucl how trnju s t her brother 
had been to his eldest dnu6·htcr, than she imme­
diately altNccl her will entirely in her fa, our. 
The death of this amiable young ,,·oman, ,vhich 
took place but a \'cry short time after her bro­
ther's, discm c1 <'cl to .:\Ir:,. lJ arforcl that she had 
fallen into the error \\ hich such selfishness often 
occa-.;ions, and made her daughter con:;idernbly 
a loser by her m~ust mode of proceeding. An 
n nclc of :\liss II arf'urd ':-; had some , ears bcfo1 e 
left her a Ycry considcraulc estatP, t; ,Yhich, in 
case of her d) ing "·ithout ,111 heir, Lady Susan 
was 1o succeed. Iler ladyship hacl, howe,·er, 
unknown to any of their relations, resigned her 
right of succession; so that it "·itli the rest ( f 
her aunt's prope1ty nll den>lvcd to Louisa. Tln·s 
did she at the age of tweh·e come into po:;scs­
~i0n,. under the g uardianc.liip uf Lady Susan, of a 
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fortune of twcuty thousand pounds. But d1c 
loss she had sustained in the death of her belorell 
relative absorbed every other feeling, and she 
mourned as one who had been taught from the 
first da,vn of intellect how to appreciate both 
,,.,hat she had lost and that ,vhich she had ac­
quired. l\lrs. Harford, though deeply and se­
verely mortified at so unlooked for an event, J-ct 
had too much policy not to endeavour to put a 
fa,·ourable appearance on her own conduct, and 
to hide the severe mortification she felt, under a. 
pretence of satisfaction at Louisa's good f01 tune. 
From this motive she hastened to Lady Susan's 
as soon as the contents of .Miss Harford's will 
,, ere made knmvn. Though it might be thought, 
t-he said, sooner than ,vas proper for her to come 
out after the death of her dear Nir. Harford, she 
had determined to lay aside every selfish feeling, 
and hasten to sympathize with her ladyship. Lady 
Susan's grief was of too deep and sacred a na­
ture to be exposed to such an observer, and she 
thanked her v:. ith a composed and uuaLered coun­
tenance for her attentions. Embarrassed by this 
cool and dignified self-possession, which she had 
never doubted must giYc ,vay to real and acute 
so1-rm.,-, :\1 rs. Harford was for a few moments at 
a loss how to proceed: at length, she added,• 
But though I feel as every one must do, who 
knew the Yalne of the ol~ject we hm c lo~t, I fin<l 
it impo:,sible to check some intrudi11g feeling.;; of 
a pleasanter nature at the recollection of our 
dear Louisa's good fortune. 
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That must indeed be a ::;u bject of high satis­
faction to you, replied her ladyship in the same 
tone of col<l ci\ilitY. 

J 

[ t could not but be pleasant to hear it con-
firmed, ::-aid 2\ Irs. 1J arforcl, struggling Yiolently to 
o, ercomc the embarrassment ,,·hich Lady Su­
san's manner excited; though Alr. Harford and 
I ,,·ere both ,n ll assured that it "·ould be so. 
Indeed, it \\·as this com·iction which induced l\lr. 
11 arford to lem·e his own property as he did, 
which e,·ery one l think must approve of his 
haYing done. 

Things seem to h~n-e been a1Tangecl according 
to the wishes of all parties, returned Lady Susan. 

l\ly Susan will have a very inferior fortune to 
her sister, continued ]\lrs. Harford; but that is 
of little consequence. She has sufiicicnt to sa­
tisfy any moderate desire ; and as the niece of 
Lady Susan nlch-ille, added she ,vith a most gra­
cious smile, she can scarcely fail of Lcing ~n ob­
ject even of c1wy. 

I am afraid she is not likclv to derive much 
advantage from her relationshi1) to me, returned 
her ladyship, as I am about to remove imme­
diately to a considerable distance. 

To remoYc ! exclaimed ?\J rs. Harford, now 
~peaking in a tone of sincerity, and cxprcs::-iug 
unfoigued surprise and constcrnatio11. 

I mn going to li,c on my estate of.Hloodbnd~ 
jn '\Vcstmorelancl, said Lady Susan. 

rl hc'.1 my poor Susan will soon be fnrgottcn by 
a n l:1tinn i\ horn ::he has al\\ nys been taught to 
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look: up to ,vith rcYerence, and ,,·ho her fother 
hoped vvould be a parent to her, as well as tu 
Louisa. 

Louisa is an orphan, re1)liecl her ladyship ; but 
happily for Susan, she has a mother whose care 
makes that of every other person unnecessary. 

She is your relation, however, ec1 ually with 
Louisa, returned ~lrs. llarforcl, and named after 
you. 

I have no partiality for my name, returned 
Lady Susan. 

It must be my study to make her worthy of 
the name she bears, and lhcn L am sure she will 
gain, because she will desc1Te, Lady Susan's af .. 
fcction. 

To deserve aflectio11 is generally a sure way of 
obtaining it, was her ladyship's rcply.-And here 
the conver::;ation "as interrupted by the cntr~ncc 
of the two sisters; and j.Jrs. Harford soon after 
relic, eel hen-elf from the uncomfortable feclinrts 
which Lady Susan's manner c~:citcd, by taki1{g 
lcm·c. 

A few days afterwards Louisa "·as sent to bid 
adieu to her mother and sister; but no Lady 
Susan appeared, nor was any message from her 
recci•,;ed. 

Did your m.mt not desire you to ,it;k your sister 
to com.e and sec you, Louisa? asked ~lrs. Harford. 

1 To, 1 epEed Louisa; but I am sure I shall be 
very glad t0 sec S,1~an, and I hope ::,he will come 
to lV oodla1:ds very rnon. 

It will be imncssib~e for either her·or me to 
COl!lC without being im itecl by her ladyship. 
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Oh! but she> ·will i1wite you ! I will put her in 
mind to do so Ycry soon, and you must come and 
stay with us a l011g time. 

1\Jrs. Harford declared how happy this ,voulcl 
make her, and charged Louisa to tell her aunt that 
she had said so, though she felt an inward persua­
sion that she at least "·otdcl not be included in the 
im·itation. Nor ·was sho mistaken. Louisa, mind- J..J;, 
ful of her promise as well as anxious to see her 
sister, for whom she had ahYays been taught to cn­
courngc a cordial affection, no sooner found her 
aunt comfortably settled at \Y oodlands, than she 
cxprc:;sed a wish that her mother and sister might t ,. 
be im ited to their beautiful residence. '. 1• 

You may ·write as soon as :,ou please, my dear, 
replied her ladyship, to I'vI rs. Harford, and ask her 
to allow Susan to spend the summer months with 
us; but it \,·ill not be co!1vcnient to me to see her t • 
mother. 

A,; Susan was the person wlJOm Louisa "l"rishc<l 
for, and was perfectly unconscious of the real cause 
of }.frs. Harford's being excluded, she wrote with 
readiness and pleasure to make the request. ifrs. 
Harford though deeply mortified at the affront 
oftered to herself~ had too much policy to refuse , · 
the i1witation to her daughter, and sent her under 
the care or a sen-ant with many particular direc-
t" ans for her conduct. She ga,·e her strict injunc-
tions nen:r to gi,·c Lady Susan reason to smpc( t 
that she was less romanticly generous than Loui..;a 
herself. }'or, said she, it will be worth while to 
throw avvay a few pou11cl at present, 1wweHT , 
foolishly it be spent, for the : ~lire 01 secu1i1Jn a fo\\ 
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of her ladyship's thousands hereafter. The kind~ 
ncss which Susan's letters regularly acknowl~1ged 
from the time of her arrival at vVoo<llands, often 
made :Mrs. Harford ·wonder her ladyship should 
show such undisguised dis_like to the mother, and 
yet treat the daughter so like a relation. But her 
surprise arose only from her inability to appreciate 
Lady Susan's character. She considered her as 
a ,11.roman of ,Tiolent dislikes and partialities, with-
-out reflecting on what those feelings were founded. 
She satisfied herself with concluding that she had 
been so unfortunate as to Le an object of aetipa­
thy to Lady Susan from the time uf her entering 
the family, without recollecting that it ,vas the in­
delicately early time of her becomi11g a member 
of that family after the death of the first Mrs. 
Harford, ,,vhich first of all displeased her, and the 
mean and artful disposition which had appeared in 
all her intercourse with it, which turned that dis­
pleasure into a confirmed and settled disgust. It 
·was inconsistent, however, with the liberality and 
benevolence of Lady Susan's mind, to make the 
daughte1: a sufferer for the faults of the mother; 
a~1d she receirnd the little girl ,vith the greatest 
kmdncss, and with the bene"folent hope that lhe 
example of Louisa's pure and amiable marmers 
might have a fa·rourable influence on her mind, 
<lnd lead her to the love of virtue. But thi:5 hope . 
she was only a very short time all0vt-ed to indulcre. 

rl'l o iough scarcely ten years old, Susan had been 
too const~11t a companion of her mother, and had 
too loug listeui..:d t0 her ii1'.:truotion~, not Lo hn\e 
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hacl her mind poisoned and mi::;]ed; and it was 
soon evident to her ladyship that the advantage of 
a fc"· months example could ha.·e little effect in 
eradicating from c1,,en her youthful mind the :cccds 
which had been so"·n ·with so diligent a hand. 

As the most probable means of securing her 
aunt's good opinion, .i\frs. Harford had charged her 
daughter not to appear unwilli1~g to part ,, i th her 
money when applied to for any charitable pur­
pose; and this advice the little girl hacl obscn eel 
to an extravagant degree, and "·as satisfied that 
Lady Susan must of course think her exceedingly 
generous. She had no idea that the more minute 
traits of charncter "ere the objccls of Lady Su­
san's observation. She woulJ therefore choose 
the best fruit out of the basket before she oflcred 
it to her sister, ·would take a cake of paint ·which 
she found 1) ing on the table and put into lu,r mn1 
box, without inquiring to whom it belongec.1; or 
on losing a needle would generally cont1'i:rn to re­
place it from her sister's thread-case rather than 
herow11, without once imagining that these frilling 
circumstances, ,Yhich nm·er escaped Lady Susan~s 
obsen-ation, served folly to de,·clop the disposi-

• tion she was labouring to conceal. In the annual 
,·isits which she afterwards regularly paid at 
"\V oodlands, the same defects continued to be con-· 
spicuous, though increasing years gaYe her more 
and more the po"·er of hiding them. At length 
she came to pay a farc\\-cll Yisit previous to her 
marriage with l\Ir. ClcYeland, "·hich had been 
put off on account of thL death of .Mrs. 1I arfonl; 
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:rnll lhou6h she had succeeded to the ,vholc of the 

property which had been left in her mother's 

1)0\Ycr, she was not recei\ed by her sister ,Yith 

the smallest degree of coolness. Louisa, satisfied 

,Yith the abundance \vhich she herself possessed, 

though also on the point of marriage, felt not the 

least wish that her mother had di\·idcd her pro­

perty. Susan, however, was conscious that Louisa 

had a right to complain, particularly as :\Irs. llar­

ford's good management had made the younger 

si~tcr's fortune considerably the larger; and she 

expressed hcr:sclf upon the suoject of her mother's 

partiality in such terms as almost deceiYe<l Lady 

Susan herself. Louisa was completely misled by 

it; and, wishing to satisfy her sister's mind, she 

said in the kindest manner: As l\lr. Gram·ille is 

•mfr,fied with "·hat he will ge·, with me, though 

his fortune is so much larger t11an mine, I ha,-e 

not the smallest reason lo wish for more. You 

are perfectly welcome therefore to all, excepting 

one ring, which I bclie\e you" ill find amongst 

your mother's trinkets. lt \\-as gi\ en to my father 

by my own mother a short time before her death, 

arnl whilst in full contemplation of that e,ent. 

lt ha:-, a sentence on it worked \\'ith her own hair 

and ~urrou1H.lcd with uncommonly large pearls, 

the ,yore.ls arc Le uijo11 pJli que je '1.:ous /aissc, 

\\ hich is more intcrest11' g to me than it can Le 

lo any one d:c:c, as a proof of her tender anxict) 

a bout me. Su:--an promised to look for the rinµ: 

ar. sO011 as ~,he returned home, and Louisa hml no 

clnubt of rcceiYing it. A letter arri\ eel, howcYcr, 
c£ 



in it~· stead, t6 say that she had been unable to 
find it, and ·was persuaded that her mother, un­conscious of its peculiar value, must have pa1 ted ·with it amongst some other old-fashioned trinkets v. hich she knew her to ha Ye disposed of some year.,; before; a circmn~tance "·hich she scemcrl to regret as much as Louisa herself could do. 

Louisa was indeed much disappointed at finding the ring ·ffas lost, and Lady Susan " -as highly in­dignant at the meanness of 1\lrs. Harford in having parted vvith it. It happened however a few weeks 
aftenvards, ,vhen in London on business, th~t her ladyship ,vent to a jeweller's to select a set of ornaments as a present for each of her nieces on their marriage; and being sho-vvn into an in­ner apartment to c:.xarnine the trinkets at her leisure, she found the master of the shop engaged in looking over a number of old rings, bracelet:3 and brooches, which he said he hadjust receiv-ed from a lady in the country to be taken as part of the payment for a very elegant set of ornaments which she had ordered. Lady Susan's eye glan­cingover them accidentally as he spoke, she caught n sjght of the wished-for ring, which she imme­diately recognised. She made several inquiries respecting them, ,vithout letting it appear thr!t she kn w anv thinrrof ~he person to whom they lrnd Ix:. J b . .. longed; and found from the man's account that he haJ been called 1po,1 ..,ome time ago to value them hv the lad')':: mother n·ho "·as since dead, and th.it tlicy had been sent to him that day by the ch• ugl I tcr 

:lt the valuation which he h:id then set npon them. 

L 
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Lalfy Sus,u1 a~ked if that ring had been amongst 

them when he first saw them; adding, by ·way of 

c01H.:.e:..li11g her motiYc for the inquiry, that it w~s 

so old-fa:,hioncd that she should have thomtht he 

,,ould hardly have taken it if he ha~l seen it before. 

The man as;ured her, however, that both mother 

amldaughter were better acquainted with its Yalue 

than she seemed to be, which was much greater 

than might be imagined, on account of the rc­

mnrkabl y large pearls which wore set in it. Lady 

Su~an requested the man not to part with the ring 

till he either saw or heard from her again, and 

then took her lca,·e. Susan lived but a few miles 

in the country, and it had been her ladyship's in­

tention previous to thi..; cliscm ery to h::n e pa.id her 

a , i~it, She now, hmYe,er, only wrote to inform 

hn how she had met with the ring in question, and 

be2:~e<l to know what value was set upon it, as it 
'\\ as her intention immediately to purchase it for 

Louisa, as the most accepta1Jle \\·cckling present 
,, hich ::,he could make her. The ring,, us yery soou 

$ent with a large sheet of paper foll of explanations 

how it happened to be amongst the trinkets with­

out her knowledge, all of\\ hich were contradictory 

in thernsch es ancl altogether disgusting to Lady 

Su::.an, whq had not more abhorrence of open , ice 

than of the low mean cunning '\\·hich stoop~ to 

fobchood to conceal it. From that time her laclY­

~hi p refused c,·ery overtu1 e of kindness from h~r 

niece-soon afterwards il rs. Cleveland: and eYen 

~ouisa's gentle mind was for some time rou,ccl to 

resentment. This, howe;, er, gradually wore of1~ and 
C3 
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a sort of ciYil corrcsponclcnrc ·wac; carrird on l;e­
tn·cen them for some year:-:, till :\j rs. Cleveland 
lost her husband. After his d"ath it ·was found that, 
quite unknown to any of his frienc13, he had !Jcen 
in the habit of prirnte gambling, :rnd had squan­
d,::rcd away eYery farthing th,tt htJ could command, 
and had left bis ~\'ifo with nothing but her joi11ture 
for herself and children. On finding- the !:.ituation 
in which she was left, l\irs. Clevclm;:i saw the 11e­
cessity of cndea.vouring to reconcile hers<:lf to her 
fricnclR, ·who had it so much in their µon·cr t<, assist 
her. She therefore wrote a long letter to ~\Irs. 
Granville, slating her circumstances; and as she 
very wisely considered tlrnt a frank avowal of her 
rnotin', being that of the good of her children, 
·would Jje mos.t efrcct11al, ~he ~olicitcd a renev.1al or her kindness on that gronnd, and Qn e . ..:crtion of 
interest in her behalf with Ladv S11s,in. The frallk­
ness of the letter as °''·ell as tl;c time of its arrival 
"·a5 u:reath· in ~Irs. Cleveland's faYolir with nll her 
relations, tor it happ.r]ncd to arrive just when their 
minds were softened ,vith !-Orrow for the death c1f 
.1,1rs. Gram·ille's eldest son. Even Lacly Susan w«s 
induced to express a ·wish to see J\lbert Cleveland, 
v:ho she understood strol1(dy resembled the lost 
Henry, on whom she hacf'almost doted. An 1n­
vitation was therefore given to _\Irs . Cleveland to 
come with her son and daug;hter to spend some 
.months with her sister: and 1frs. Gram·ille's kind 
intercessions in her fa,·mir so far succeeded with 
Lady Susan, that Albert ancl _\nna were engaged. 
to accompany their cow,ins to spcqd the Easter 
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week with her. This projcctc-tl ,isit was now the 
objcet of little Louis:1 Gran,illc's attainment, an<l 
the cause, as we h,:n c related, of the agreement 
formed Let" ecn her mother and herself. 

Louisa, said Caroline to her sister as she was 
coming into the breakfast-room the morning after 
her mother had e1.tcrcd into the engagement with 
her; do you know that you ha,re only one shoe­
string on? 

Oh! thanl you, Caroline, replied the little lively 
good-tempered girl, yon are very kind to remind 
me of it. I thought before I came dmvn stairs I 
would pnt it on before breakfast, but I had forgot­
ten it again-I ,vill go for it as soon as ever I haYe 
seen what Albert is doing here, added &he, hasten­
iug towards a table at which her cousin ,vas busy. 

Ha<l you not better ~o directly whilst you re­
member ,vhere you left it? added Caroline; you 
know mamma ,\-ill not allow me now to take care 
of your things fo1 you. 

Oh! it is quite safe. 1 know exactly whe~ it is. 
I was going to pnt it into my shoe when I saw a 
little hare 5kip along the lawn; and as I wanted to 
,,·atch where it went, I laid my shoe-string upon 
the table, and then I forgot it. 

And I am afraid you ,, ill forget it again, said 
Caroline in a gentle tone of remonstrance, unle:>s 
JOU go for it now. 

I will go directly! returned Louisa, leaning as 
she spoke m·cr the table at ,vhich Albert \\·as em­
ployed fitting a round piece of glass into a wooden 
frame. I will go in a minute, ouly let me sec first 
what Albert is doing. 



You see I am fixiug a glass into this pil'CG uf 
wood, said Albert, holding up the thing.:; as he 
spoke. 

Yes, I see that; but then I do not understand 
what it is for. I want to know what use you arc 
going to make of it "·hen it is done. 

Oh! that you will not be able to find out, re­
turned Albert; and I do not mean to tdl you till it 
is done. So you may as "ell go at once and get 
your shoe-string. 

Do you know wlrnti tis, Anna: inr1uirccl Louisa, 
"hc.::c curiosity quite overcame her prnclc11t resc­
lutions. 

No, ans,,vered Anna; but he says \YC shall sec 
the use of it in two or three hours. 

T,,·o or three homs! "\Vbat a long time to ,rnit! 
I fhall be quite tired ofll1i11king about it LH.J01c tlrnt 
timev 

Then suppose } on do Dot think ~ny thing more 
about it till 11lbcrt is ready tc) tell you, !:>aid Caro~ 
line, but go for your shoc-:::itring. 

But I \\·ant to ,Yatch him, ancl then I may pci·­
haps find it out. .1\nd if I go up stair.-; he may per­
haps get it finished before I come IJcJCk. 

Oh no! said Albert, it \\·ill not be finished !~Jr a 
Jong time, so you mny Ycnturc to go. 

AI ay I~ well then, I will nm and get my shoc­
~tring and come back again dircctly.-.1\\\'ay flew 
the little \·obtilc girl and \Yas lrnck in a miuute or 
1 wo. You h,l\ e 11ot ti eel your striug·, Loui~a, 
~aid A1111:1, nncl \·ou know it· it be not tied whl'n 
,·uu have tu i..!:0 uut a-,\·alkin,; \ ou will lo~c a ticket. .; \, J t:) ~ 

l will tie it l..>e;fore that tim~, an:;we£cd Loui~a: 
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and ngain she look her station i'lt Al~crt' · elbow. 
But the job was completed and the breakfast 011 
the table "·ithout her being able to make any 
further di_co,·cry. That meal finished, hmvc,·cr, 
the lmsiness of her lc.c;sons commenced, and her 
mind was soon drawn by thcm.altogethc;· from the 
subject. 

Dear me! exclaimed Anna ac; she and Louisa 
sat clnm·ing, look, Louisa, at my pencil; when I 
hold it in this cup of wntcr it looks as if it ·ffere 
bent, and as soon as I take it out it is straight again. 

Yes, it is indeed! How c. m.- ous that is! I wonder 
,vhat can be the reason of it. -

Do vou not know the reason, Louisa? said l\f r. 
Gram;ruc, laying down a book ,Yhich he "·as read­
ing, and coming to the table. 

l suppose, papa, it is mving to something that 
you were telling Charles and me the other da_y 

.,, about light, and rays, and some hard "·ords that I 
<:annot remember. 

I wish I had heard about them, said Anna, and 
I would have remembered. · 

I do IJclicn.~ yon would, 1\nna,.rcplicd JJ r. Gran­
ville, and on that account I :;hall ha,;e g1·C'at plea­
sure.in explaining it to yon. Bnt I shod.l like fii·st 
to trv ho,,,.. much Loui3a knows about it. Can you 

, recollect, Loui:;a, hO\v we sec the diiE,rent objL·cts 
arournl us: 

I think, p<1pa, yon said it wt1s that rays of light 
cnmc co11::-tnntlr from them. 

lbt, snid I\n-na, rays of light cannot c0me from 
every thin!!: tha.t \\ c ~cc . .._ onw thi:.l!.tS arc black,) ou 
l.llow, -:;c, that no ligl1t can come from them. 

..... 



3--l 

lf no rays of light came from them, YOU H"Otdd 
not see them at all, replied .. l\1r. Gran~·ilie. The · 
power of seeing objects is caused by the r::i.yc; of 
light ,,·hich flow continually from the sun i~~tlincr 
on the different objects around us, and then corning 
from them to om eyes. 

But, uncle, said Anua, I do not sec how that can 
be! I can see the light come from t:,is pnlcltc \Je­
cause it is ·white and glazed; but ] do uut sec it 
from your coat, and yet l sec your coat as plainly 
as I see the palette. 

That is owi11g to the cli\·ision of the mys of light, 
which you cannot at present understand. I\ly coat, 
both on account of its being black and of a thin­
ner texture, which enables many of the rays to pass 
through it instead of being reflected back again, 
is seen much less brightly than your palette\\ hich 
is white and opaque. 

~And what, papa? asked Louisa. 
Opaque, or not trnn::,parent, my dear, ans" cred 

her father: that mectns, too thick for light to pass 
throt1i:;h. But unless some rays came from, or "·ere 
rcdlccted by, my coat, you "·oulcl not be able to see 
it at all. 

I begin to understand it now, replied Anna: for 
now I recollect that at night, " ·hen no light comes 
from the sun, e,·en light-coloured thiugs appear 
almost black. 

True, ans,vercd l\fr. Graiwillc; for ol~jects arc 
only vi sible then in proportion to their po\\'L'i' of 
rdlccting the few rays which ~ire remaining.-But 
we havenot yet got to the reason of the penci~ ap-
pearing bent in the water. · 
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No, said Anna; l cannot imagine what can be 
the reason of that. 

Can you not find it out, Louisa? asked Mr. 
Gram·ille. 

I am afraid not, papa. But I know you told us 
the other day that the rays of light always went in 
a straight line till they met with something to stop 
them. And-and then-Rut I do not know what 
more, papa, for I have forgotten the words you 
made use of. 

And then, said Mr. Granville, if the body be 
opaqne-

That, saicl Anna in an under \·oice, as if to re­
fresh hermemory,-thatrneansdark, and what light 
cannot pas:, through. 

-They arc reflected back in a straight line to the 
next object they meet with, continued l\ilr. Gran­
·ville. 1" othing hmveYer, you knmv, is so thin and 
clear as the air ,,·e hreathc, and therefore they pass 
more readily through it than through any thing 
else. \Vater is next in thinness to air, but still it is 
much more' dense. 

'\Yhat docs dense mean, papa? asked Louisa, 
who had ahvays been encouraged to inquire the 
meaning of whatever she did not understand. 

It means the parts of which a thing is composed 
being more closely nnited and more nearly ap­
proaching to a solid. '\V ater therefore is more dense 
than air. 

l~ut water is not at all like a solid, papa. 
~ o, my dear, it certainly is not; but yet air is 

-; till lc-ss so. 
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Yes, to be sure, said .Louisn, or else we could 
not breathe it. ""\\' e should soon die if we had no­
thing to breathe but watcr.-But finding fr0111 the 
sigh which at that moment escaped from her father 
that what she had saicl had recalled the mclnncholy 
death of her brother to his rcmembrnncc, Louisa, 
who in spite of her giddiness of disposition was 
never inattentirn to the foelings of others, hastcnc<l 
to turn his thoughts, and added, Then l suppose 
the rays oflight do not pass so easily fhrmtgh "atcr as through air? 

They do not, replied her father; and arc there­
fore driven out of the strai~ht line. 

I see it now, sai<l Anna, holding her pencil 
again in the ·water. The rays which come from 
that part of the pencil ·which is un -ler the water, 
meet with more to hinder them, so that they can­
not p1.ss quite straight through; lm~ as soo1:i as 
they get to the:_ edge of the water they come m a 
straight line, just like the rays ,vhich come from 
that part of the pencil which ha:; never been in 
ti1c water; and that is the reason \Yhy it looks 
ber:t. 1" ow, uncle, will you tell me, continued 
Anna-1Jut turnin~ round as she spoke to look 
at her uncle, she found he ·wa3 gone out of the 
room to speak to a person ,vi om he at that mo" 
n1e, t obE-er\'ccl passing by the "·indow. Oh! 
your pa~)a is gone, sai<l ::ihc to Loui ·a, I am very 
sorry; for 1 like to hear about such things as he 
has been telling us this m.omiug. 

So do I : and if he had not gone ,nn:1._y I wou 1d 
hhvc ~keel him to show you what lie ·-;howct: 
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Charles and me a short time ago, the way to 
maJ_-e a shilling look like half-a-crown. 

Hmv to make a shilling look like half-a-crown! 
exclaimed Anna ; I should like very much indeed 
to know how he did that. 

I believe I could do it myself, replied Louisa; 
only I could not tell you about the rays, and what 
it was that made it appear so. 

Oh! no matter for the rays ! returned Anna, 
only let me see hovv it is done. 

That I will do in a minute, said Louisa: and 
a,vay she ran into the kitchen for a goblet full of 
,,-ater and a sm:tll plate, which she soon brought. 
But the shi11ing was still wanting. Louisa had 
not such a thing in the world, and Anna's ·wer.e 
careful.ly bid by in a dra·wer; and much as she 
liked a philosophical experiment, she ,vus little 
inclined to trust a piece of the money she ".'-O 

dearly lm-e<l in Louisa's hands, even though she 
was hers.elf standing by to take c~re of 1t. 

I do not know what ,ye must do for a shilfo-1g, 
said Louisa_, disappointed at not being able to go 

· forward with her experiment. I cannot tell ,,;here 
to get one, for mamma said I ·,vas not to irter~ 
rupt her for u'l hour, and Ca.-oline is not in, and 
1 do not knmv where .Albe ·tis gone, 

It does not c::ignify ,, here he is gone, said Anna 1 

for I dare say he has not any money; he alw~➔ ys 
spends his-as fast nc; ever he ~et~ it. 

Ol.1 ! them 13 Chnrle.3 gcin~ c.cross the lawn, r::: 1 

claimed Louisa, an<l be has a silver medal that\'--. i 
du just a::; ,vcll: I will go ancl a.;khirn tu le11l it m~. 

D 
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,Vith many charges tu take care uf it Charles 
lent his medal, and Loui::ia returned in great ~Ice. 
l>utting the medal into the gohlct, she put the 
plate on the top of the Gla1,s, and hC'ldin1,; it tight 
on, she turned the glass quickly up.side dow11, so 
as to rest on the plate ,vithout allowing the water 
to escape. 

Oh ! exclaimed Anna immediately, I see a 
v~ry large piece of money, as large as a crown 
piece. . 

Because, said Louisa, you know the medal was 
much larger than a shilli1\g. Look ! there is the 
medal of its real size at the top as large as half-a­
cro\':n: it is only at the sides that it looks so 
very large. I ,vish I could rcrnember the reason 
that papa told me. 

Oh! how I ·wish I had a piece of money as 
large as that! Do not you, Louisa? It ,\·ould be 
a.s much as fhe shillings. 

Y cs, I should like it very well, replied Louisa, 
who recollected at that moment that money was 
of great consequence to her at present. 

\Vhat would you <lo with it, Loui~a, if you 
had it for your own ? 

I would keep it to pay for eYcry thing I lost 
before Easter, and then I would divide what I 
had left amongst us all before "-e went to "\Vood­
lancls. 

But jf it were mine, said J\nna, I ,vould 1.iy it 
by in my drawer, and keep ;t till I got more to 
put to it; and then by degrees I :-;hould get :, 
great deal of money. 
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But \\hat good lrould it do you, if you kept lt 

ahv· s in vour drawer ? 
Oh ! a great deal of good; for mamma .::ays 

e-rery body is ,i ell off that has plenty of money . 
l should not care for money if it were to lie in 

my drawer al·ways, returned Loui~a. Bnt look, 

.Anna, now that the water is quite still you may 

read the motto that is engraved on the medal. 
Yes, I see it: "Genero~ity with Prudence is a 

Virtue; idtlwut it, a Vice." That is the same 
that mamma always says: she often tells me to 

remember that prudence is a virtue. 
But I do not think, said Louisa, that the pru­

dence \\- hich is meant here is the same thing that 

your mamma means. That prudence is, not to 

throw things away or waste them; and your 
mamma's is, not to gi,-e any thing a'\-ay. 

It is a very pretty medal, said Anna, \\-ithout 

attending to Louisa's remark; 1 wish it were 
mine: l cbre ay I could sell it for three shillinz<.:, 

I know it co::it more th:in th'}t, returned Loui~~, 

for I was with rn::unnia '"hen she paid for it. But 

you ~urdy y-uukl ilGt ~en 1t; 

l should like th0 monl'y lJcttcr than it; for you 

know it i;:; not of any use. 
But if it hacl been gi-.en to ,,ou ::is n. reward 

for good l.h .. ·h~l\ iour, a:.., it \\·as lo Ch~ rles, ) c,u 

fiurely woi1ld leep it then? ' 
·y cs, pcrh:tps l might, replied .Anna, in a tone 

ho\, ever of no g1 eat coniidencc. 
Do you knuw how it wa~ that C'hnrles plc 1 :-:-cd 

1rnunrna ::.o much th-1t sh<' ~:we hitn th..i,.-; me lal r 
1) 12 
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No: I ne,·er heard any thing more than that he 
had beha\.ecl very kindly to you ,vhen you were 
in disgrace once for being ca;eless. 

I "·iH tell you all about it then, mid Louisa, 
sitting down as if she was going to tell a kmg 
story. But before she hcgan, her attentiun was 
ahracted by the sound of Albert's Yoice calling 
in great haste, Loui-,a ! Auna! come here di­
rectly! °'Vhat can Albert ·want, I wonder? C'x­
claimed both the little girls at once: and at the 
s;:nne moment Albert entered the room in great haste. 

Louisa! Anna! come ,vith me in an instant, 
cried he, taking hold of their hands to pull them 
away ·with them: I have something so pretty to 
sl10w you l But if you arc not very quick you 
will lose the best of it. 

, \' hat is it? inquir<'d the little girls, rcsi::sting 
his efforts to draw them ~,vay. Tell us what it i:; {jrs t. 

\Vby then, if ym1 will know, it is a camera 
o1JSClll ~, that I was busy with this morning. I 
h~n-e fixed it in the pigeon-house at the i1or_th 
l0dge, anrl l want you to come directly to see 1t. 
'There is a huntsman coming along the road with 
a pack of hounds, and a lrntcher Jri\·ing a flock 
of sheep; and they" ill look so Lcnutifol in the 
camera obscura, that I wa;1t ·you to ::-ee them. 
But if you are not Yery quick· they will be all 
gone before you get there. 

Oh! how dcli,rbtful ! exclaimed Loui~•;L. Let :-, . 
us go d1 rcctl y. But, added she, recollecting her-
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tcM, and taking the medal out of the water; let 

me go first and take tl1is to Charles. 

l- a), you must not stop to take it now, said 

_.t\lbert: it will do iust as ,vell aJterwards, you 

lmow; and if you go to seek him now, the sheep 

and hounds will all ha,-c passed. 
\Vell then, I will keep it in my h:.rnd till I 

come back, replied Louisa, clasping the medal 

very closely in one hand, whilst she gaYe the other­

to Albert, who ran with Anna and her full speed 

across the la,vn, and along the avenue that led to 

the north lodge. But scarcely had they g0ne many 

paces when Louisa's foo_t sbpped, and she mea-

sured her lenoth on the crravel walk. · 
,.., r:, 

Dear Louisa! are you hurt? cried Albert, rais-

ing her up and looh.ing at her with afkctionate 

concern. 
"\ \ h:1t was it that tripped up your foot, Louisa? 

asked Anna, as she shook the dust ar,_tl gravel off 

her cousin's 1Jlack frock. '· 

I believe, answered the little girl, blushing, I 

must have set my foot upon my untied shoe-string. 

Aye! you ,Yould not fasten it, you know, when 

you ,vcre ach isc<l to do so, said Anna in a tone of 

1ebuh.e. If you had-
) on arc 1{0L hurt hm,·evcr, I hope, interrupted 

Albert, who could not bear to hear the benleni_:c 

finishecl that reflected on his fa\'ourite. 

Oh! no, I am not hurt, replied Louisa, except 

that I have scratched mv hand a little~ so let us 

be off again. But oh! c~icd she, recollecting her­

s.ell~ where is the medal ? I han:.: dropped it o~tt 
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of mr hand . Tl,r·,• ;.,11 im11,cdit1L( lv !nol,,:,,! ,,l111i., 
for it·, but "·itho1tt ·bcrnQ· ahlc to fo·1d it. · 

Ne\.·er mind it jm t n~", ~aid Albert, yon know 
\vlwrl.:!Yer it is it ·will lie still ,·n011gh till we cmnc 
back; so there is no need of our staying no.v to 
lo.) ... -. f-.>1

• it. 1 hear the sheer~ lJleating_, aud if we 
a:e iwt very quick l\ e shdi lose the sight of them. T J be sure we shall, replie<l the thoLiglitlc~s 
Loui::ia. YV e know verv well the medal cannot 
·walk a\i·ay from us, though the ~11ecp ca11 :-;ind 
oif they went again. They got to the pigeon­
house just in time to see one of the sheep leap 
over a hedge, an<l the whole of its companions (as 
1s so common ,\ ith tliosc animals) follow it;:; ex­
ample: and they had great amusement in n-atch­
ing the _race the butcher's boy had after them in 
t~1c aqjoini11g field to bring them back again. After 
them caine the huntsmau and his hounds; and 
much to their gratification he stopped just as he 
came Tvithin tl1e field of their ,1ew, a11cl whistled 
to bring up the stragglers which had rc>niaincd 
behjnd. This lengthened their amusement con­
siderably: an<l Louisa was delighted beyond r:!ea­
sure at ,,·atching the diffore11t couples a~ they 
obeyed the summons of their keeper. After tbis 
the mail-coach appeared at a dic;tance, a11d theu a genLlcn1an's carriage; and in ~hort sw h a suc­
ccs,· ion of objects followed one another, that 
Louisa fo1got the medal and evei) thing but the 
present amusement. Anna at length dedarcd her 
~yes were tired, aPd left them ; for Louisa was far 
from being satisfied with what she hud seen; HO{ 
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Tl:,H, ~hi=.: any more so, half an µour after, when a 
stmrn1ons to attend her music-ma::ster obliged her 
to return to the house. Scarcely had she finished 
her music lesson, ,vhcn Caroline came to giYe her 
poticc it was time Lo prepare for walking, \\7 hich 
she ran with great glee to do. 

Are you all ready? asked ~1rs. Granville, as 
she went tovv<.irds the hall door. Louisa, you are 
gePerally the last, are you quite ready, my dear? 

Y cs, mamma, answered the litLle girl, runuing 
llmvn sta~rs, and tying her bonnet strings as she 
,vent. 

But what makes your shoe slip off your foot as 
you walk ? as keel her mother. 

Louisa looked down. The string was not in 
its place. · 

I cannot possibly go out with you in that fi­
gure, ill1d I must besides have a ticket from· you 
for corning in this state at the time of walking. 
The tick~t was 6i,cn, and she\\ as de--iiect tu go 
and ge~ her shoe-string. Louisa stood with a con­
sidering and anxious look, without offering to go. 
vVhy do you not go, Louisa ? asked her mother; 
you must not keep us all waiting so long. 

I am afraid I haH~ lost my string, mamrna, re­
plied she, looking down ancl blushing; for she "·as. 
a~hamcd to meet the eye of her sister, ,,ho had 
taken so much pains to sa,c her from this morti­
fication. 

Oh! I dare say I know ,vhere it 1s, said Al­
be1 t. You most likely pulled it out of your shoe 
when you trod upon it and fell qown. \ Vill you 
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be rn gooLl as wait a few minntes, aunt? and I 
i,·ill go with her to look along the north ·\\'alk, and. 
I dare sc1 v we shall soon find it. 

It is at; indulgence ·which .Louisa scarcely clc­
scn·es, said :.\lrs. Grn1wi1le · she ought rather to be 
left to seek for it whilst ,ye go and take our walk .. 

I dare say we shall ,·cry --;oon iind it, said Al'­
hert, running off. .Anna too uffrrcd lier assistance 
to look for it; and they wen.'. all tln<'C soon mit of 
1;i2"ht. 

,..,Now this IS the Yery place where yo11 turnl>1cd, 
said Albert; for here is tli'e mark of yuur foot 
on tlw gnl\d as it scraped along when yun were 
falling. Hut 1 do not see the ::;tring. Oh! dear 
.Louisa, I am afr.tid it is Llown a,rny, continued he. 

Then 1 shali lo~c my" alk, and ha, e to pay for 
m,· c;hoc-strin,r into the bargain. l-lowC\ er, it will 

y .., 

not be very much~ I ba~c only to pay a penny for 
each string, and tlrnt is a yery little out of four 
~hillings which I e:,.;pcct to be able to make. 

But then ·we ::,hall ha,·e to ,,·alk without you 
tu-day again, and l ne, er like walking half so well 
\Vhen vou are not ,1:ith us. 

No; I, said .Anna. But let me ~ec-which "·ay 
does the wind blow? It is \\·estcrh-, and a , cry 
high wind too. I should not ,-vondcr if the :-tring 
js blown amongst some of these shrubs, added she, 
nmning i11to the plantation which skirted the cast 
~icle of the aYenuc. Here it is! exclaimed she the 
next moment; it was wrapped round the stem of 
this holly, just as if it bad been tied there to keep 
it safe. 
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Oh ! thank you, Anna, cried the deHghted 
Louisa. l-10\v lucky it was that you thought 
about the direction of the wind : you are very de­
\ er at remembering things just at the right time. 

It \\ a:s well done i1;_dccd, said Albert with 
warmth. Anna, I do love you dearly ·when you 
do :;uch good-natured tl1ings as these, 

[ am sure1, .. A.nna i:3 always good-natured, re­
turned Lcuisa, who had now got her shoe tied, 
and was therefore able to walk with much greater 
ease back to the house :-she is always very good 
in taking trouble to help me. Now, mamma, add­
ed the little girl with glee and animation in her 
countenance, l have got my shoe-string and am 
ready to walk. 

"\Vill you giYe me my medal before you· go, 
Louisa? said Charles, who began to be rather un.,, 
easy at his sister's not returning it. 

Louisa's countenance instantly changed, and 
she stood with a look of extreme distress, 

Oh! I hope you have not lost it, Louisa? said 
the little boy, in a tone of great alann. I wish 
we had remembered to look for it when we were 
searching for the shoe-string. However, I dare 
say we shall soon find it, said Albert1 \\hose san­
guine spirit never admitted of fear. 

I dare say it only bowle<l along somewhere to 
the edge of the grass, said Loui::::a, her bLto_rnnt 
spirits rising as she saw that Albe.:.t had no doubt 
of its being found. Charles, ho-.vever, ,vas not 
equaily sanguine, and hie:; anxious ro111,tenm1te at­
t1actcd his mother's atlention ttb she can,c from 
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another walk where she had been speaking to one 
of the gardeners. The circumstance of the medal 
was then explained, and Louisa acknmvledgGcl 
with deep blushes that she had fon;otten to search 
for it "·hen she returned from looking at the ca­
mera o bscura. 

I am Ycry sorry indeed, Louisa., to find that 
your unconquerable heeniessness i .. . likely to make 
C'\en the friends who have the greatest pleasure 
in obliging you afraid of doing so. Louisa stood 
conscience-struck and silent, whilst the tears be­
gan to roll clm;vn her cheeks. 

\V c w!·l all seek for it, ma1nma, v,hen we retun1 
from our walk, said Charles, ·who began to feel 
more pain for his sister's di~tres than his own loss. 

Louisa's walking, however, is out of the ques­
tion, said )Irs. GranYille, even supposing the me­
dal were found immediately; for 1 cannot over­
look such inexcusable carelessness as she has 
shown. She may therefore employ herself in 
looking for it ,Yhilst ·ffc ate ,valking, 

But may not I stay at1d help her to loo.k for it,_ 
mmt? as1~ecl Albert. 1\nd l? said Caroline. _\nd. 
J? added Charles: for Louisa wa::. so uni\·er-:-al a 
forourite, that all" ere anxious to relieve her when 
she w;v, in di~grace, even though they themsch·c_s 
had sutforcd from the fault for which she was pu­
nished. :X o ! replied :\frs. Gran ville; Louisa mq~t 
remain alone. The ";mds of comfort ,Yhich you 
would c.ll1J of you be induced to offor to her would 
~o.on make her forget that she h~1cl done wrong:: 
and cli~1)lcascd me cxccccliiwlv. The r-ra,·e tune • C)J '-" 
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in \\ hich this was spoken went to the little glrFs 
heart. Oh! no! mamma, cried she, as plainly as 
her sobs ,vould allow her; I never can forget that 
I ha \'C diP-pleased you. 

:Mrs. Grn.nville no\V summoned the party to 
proceed on their walk: but she "-as obeyed in a 
manner very different from their usual alacrity. 
They had left Louisa behind them the morning 
before, as well as on seYcral other occasions when 
her lessons ,verc imperfect. But then the mere 
pri\ ation of a walk ,vas her only punishment; and 
she generally, as in the case of the prcceuing 
morning, had behaYcd in such a manner as· to 
make her mother consider her being kept at home 
a sufficient punishm·ent, particularly-as the addi­
tion of Albert and Anna to their party had made 
her more fond than ever of that exercise. But 110Yv 
she was left alone ,vith the painful reflection of 
lying under her mother's displeasure, ,vhich \\ as 
to her more distressing than any other idea; and 
they felt unable to enjoy- the beautiful morning 
and delightful country, from the reflection that 
Louisa \\'as at home and unhappy. I wish I lrn.d 
ne,·er made the camera obscura, said Albert, as 
he walked along by the side of his sister; it has 
been the cause of ail these misfortunes: for, if I 
had not hurried Louisa a\'vay to look at it, she 
would never have fallen down when she trod upon 
her shoe-string, and then the medal would not 
h}lVC t.>\en lost. 

Perhaps it is not lost, said Anna. 
J. o, perhaps not, replied Albert; and yet I do 
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l1ot know how it is, but I feel afraid when J think 
how many people go along that north walk. E\ ery 
body, you know, ·who comes to the kitchen ,\·alk·s 
along the north a•,enne, and I am afraid there 
are many of them such kna,·es as to like a bit of 
sih er better eYcn than Louisa. 

But perhaps they might not think it would briner 
Louisa into any disgrace. 

0 

I see, however, by the colour that has come 
into your check at speaking of them, that yon 
,voul<l be -very angry at them, for all that. Fon11y 
part, added the generous-spirited boy, I should de­
spise them for keeping what is not their own ; and I 
should hate them for making Louie.a unhappy. 

Albert was rather disappointed to find that 
his sister did not enter into his expressions of 
resentment towar<ls any body who could think of 
keeping the medal if they should chance to .firnl 
it; an<l was almost out of temper" ith her, when 
~he turned from him, and put a stop to the con­
Yersation by going in search of snowdrops. 

At length they returned home, after a walk of 
little pleasure; and the first glance nt Loui :m's cx­
pressi\,•e countenance, ·who met them from the 
north as they came up · the south a\·cnue, told 
them that her search had been fruitless. She had 
beside~ made inquiries of all the servants, but in 
, ain: none of them had seen any thing of it. 

Nowwemay go and help toscekforit, cried Caro­
line, Albert, and Charles, almost in the same instant. 
"\Ve may go now and try if we can find it: may 
we not? l\frs. Granville consented; ancl away they 
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ran. Come, Anna, cried Albert, stopping and 
looking back at his sister. You must come too ; 
for you knmv if it ha<l not been for you ,ve should 
IJOt ha,·e found the "hoc-string. 

But the wind could not Lluw the medal away, 
answered Anna as she follo,ved her brother~ so 
there will be no chance of finding it beside· the 
holh--bt•._h . 

Never mind! you may perhaps find it in some 
other })lace qnite as snug.-13ut Anna's abilities 
as a sed-:.er, united to thoc:e of her cousins, ·were 
altogether unsuccessful; and after a long :mcl fruit­
less search, they" ere obliged to gi\'e up the pur­
suit, and obey the ;..;ummons of the dinner bell . 

I am sure I do not wi~h ti.ir auy dinner to-clay, 
said Albert as he returned di:rnppoimed and dis­
spirited to the house. 

I wish 1 had ne\·er asked for my medal again, 
reioincd the amiable ancl aHectio11ace Charle:--;­
L~mi::m's being puni:::hecl is far worse than :he loss 
of my medal. 

It is very right that I should be punifhed, said 
Louisa in a tone of sadnc~s , en· unnsmtl to her 
gay ai.d volatile temper: only i.t is very bad to 
bear, ,vhcn mumma ~peaks unkindly to me, added 
she', her tears flowing afre.:::h at the r..:>collcction of 
her mothl'r's displeasure. 

\V c will :.111 petition for yon, said Caro!inc; 
and perhaps, if) ou will promise to be very careful 
arnl attenti,·-c fvr the future, mamma will not 
think any mon' of it. 

l <lJ.lt: not p!·omi:::c, said Louisa, who knew how 
E 
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little confidence she conltl pbr:e on herself, ancl 
\\·as loo conscientious to enter into an engagement 

~he coul<l not be sure of kccpii1g. 
But if you promise to do yom very utmost, said 

Caroline. 
Oh, yes! Twill promise that, returned Louisa 

"ith great readiness. 
An<l I will be bound for you, cried Albert with 

e:i.~crness. 
Oh, 110 ! do nc>t promise for me, said the little 

generous girl. Do not let me draw you into a 
~crape. Tk:.t would be worse than any thing. 
Besides, added she, looking at Charles, if any 
thing will make me attcnti\c, I am sure it will be 
nw wish to return Charles'::; kindness. 

An<l eo .ivlrs. Gram·ille thought; and upon that 
presnmption she rested her confidence in the obscr­
yancc of tl e promise which Caroline utfored in the 
name of :Jer sister. It was ag:recd, therefore, that 
1.f rs. Granville was to show no further marks of the -

displeasure which her daughter had that morning 
excited, unless Louisa 5honlc1 fail of replacing her 
brother's medal before the time of their going to 
lV 00c1la.nds. Bn t as yon woulLl be able, Loui:-5a, 
said M.r~. Granville, ~vitli. a proper degree of at­
tention not only to do that, but have a 8hilling re­
maining, I shall consider your being in debt at 
the end of the time prcsc_ri bed as a proof that yott 
have Ettle gratitude to Charles for his kindness, or 
affection for your aunt La<ly Susan; and that con­
sequently you arc much less worthy of my esteem 

than l l1aYe hithe:rlo bclieveu you lo be. 
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Oh! indeed, aunt, said Albert warmly,' that 
would be unjust; for every body lmO\vs Louisa's 
affectionate disposition, and that ,vhatever other • 
faults she may have, she has at least a very kind 
heart. 

Affoction, my dear .Albert, "·hich is not regu­
lated by a conscientious and well-principled mind, 
is but little to be Yalued. I should feel small sa­
tisfaction at being an object of affection to one 
who did not strive to deserve mine in return. But 
it is an honour indeed to be beloved by those 
who we know could take pleasure in nothing but 
virtue. 

And Louisa will both desen-e our affection 
and make us value hers, said Albert in a firm tone 
of confidence. 

That I most sincerely hope, replied 11rs. Gran­
,·ille : at any rate, I am sure she will prove herself 
most ungrateful if she does not do her best to prove 
that your kind opinion is not misplaced. 

Louisa, howe,·er thoughtless and giddy, po~­
sessed a mind of great sensibility7 and gratitude 
and affection ncyer faikcl to oneratc strmwly· u1)on 

1 0 

it. A wl1ole ,Yeek, therefore, passed ,Yithout her 
CYCT forgetting the engagement she was under. 
Her le:-,rnns ·were e\·ery dny preparctl with perfect 
correctness; her shoes anJ bonnet rcgL1larly tied, 
and her pencil and thimbie always to be found 
when wanted. 

\Vhat a changr. t:ierc is in Louisa! ::.aid I rs. 
CleYcland one day; she is c1uite like- nnotiwr being. 
She is al w,1 ys nca t and tit:: ; and l do not thi11l~ [ 

• .E '2 
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have ever once for this ,veek past heard the words 
" Caroline, h:_we you seen my thimble ?"-or 
" Dear me ! ,vhere can mv pencil be f" 

Louisa is now striving t~'i)roYc herself ~ensible 
of her brother's kindness, said l\frs. Gram·ille. 

And of Albert's, said Lnui<.;a; I hope I shall 
be able to sho"· how much I wish to deserve Al­
bert's good opini~n. 

Albert seems to have knmvn you better than I 
did, returned Mrs. Cleveland ; for I did not ima­
gine any impression was ever deep enough to last 
so long. 

These observations came in very good time to 
renew all Louisa's resolutions, and for t\, o er 
three days her vigilance continued undimini<..hcd: 
her habits of attention, hmyever, were not ~uffi­
cjently confirmed to stand a mnch longer test. 
After getting half the tiine m-er ,d1ich was necc:::­
sary for '3ecuring the requisite number of tickets, 
her ,vatchfubesa began to rcla:x.-ln three weeks 
time l shail earn three shillings, she would say; 
and there is rnther more than half the time gone 
without n:y having lost a single ticket. "\V ell, 
t:1ere i.,:; no fe,tr now but I shall be able both to 
pay for the medal ,rnd hm e some money lch 'into 
the bargain: so that if I should not happen to 
he so very perfect in sop1e of my lessons some­
ti i11c:i, it will not much signit~,. l shall only hm·c 
to 11c1 'r a ticket ; and I can aflord to lose one now 
&r.rl then) and still have money enough to pay for 
the n ,c<lal, and that is all I care for. 

But lrnving to pay a ticket is like losing t,ro, 
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said Anna one day in rcpl.), fur she was acru:::­

tomed to much more accurate calculation than 

her Yolatilc cousin. For yon know, if your lesson 

were to be perfect, you would hasc one more than 

you luwe at present; but if not, you will have to 

give one, ancl then you will lrn, c one less. 

Oi1, no llHttter, returned Louisa, l can afford to 

lose two, or tlu-ec, or four; and l ~1m sure this Vo­

cabular_1' is so ycry hard, added she, turning o, er 

the bavcs of the l.,ook she hdtl in hu· hand, and 

desirou::- of fiiiding an cxcnse ,or the idle humour 

she found her~elf in,-that it will he no \\-01Kkr if 

I do not get it quite perfect somcti1.1cs. 

Then ~uppo:-ic you do not le,tn.1 it till the en'n­

in9:, and <lo votff sums nm, ? sai<l .Anna. I can 

al;:ays remc{11ber my less0ns best when l get tb:m 

offjust 1 cforc I go to bctt, and repeat them over 

to myself before ! fall askcp. 
Then l will not learn it till the cH:-uing, re•• 

turned Louisa, well plenscd ·with a plan" hich ac.,. 

corded so c~actly with her own inclinal1ons; arnl 

, taking up her slate, she began her sums. But here 

she did not find herself at all more indu··ti·iously 

disposed; and a considernhlc time pass,~d without 

any thing appearing on her slate, hut houses 

,vhich ,,·ere drawn and rubbed out a<Jain in con-
" 

stant succession, an<l her own, and si~tcr':::, and 

cousin's names printed ancl wrillcn in Yarions forms 

and devices. At length Albert came into the room. 

Did either of, ou eYer sec a number of ra,·s fr0111 
•' 

.; -
the sun d1 a-wn together by a gln::i:~, w as to pro 
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tl uce fo much heat as to burn a piece of paper? 
a3kPd he. 

N C\'Cr ! was the reply made by both his sister 
aud cousin nt once. 

Then if yon ,vill come into the garden, I will 
show it vuu now. 

"\\ .. ill i·ou ? said Louisa, laying aside her slate 
and running for her bonnet. Uh! come then, 
.A11na; let us go directly. 

But l h~H"e not fo1i::;!~Pd my lessons yet, sai<l 
Annn; ~o I caunot go at j)re--c11t. 

Oh! never mir1d your lc~:,0ns; you can do them 
aftc;·. you know. 

( ~~~11 see the ,un': rays after ju, t·a~ well, an­
swered .,\mm, and 1 "hall have mo1e plea..-=urc in 
lookino- ,,t them ":ht'll my lc~sons are ali sate. " .. 

But you can gt t the111 in thce\Clling, you know, 
remon-;tratcd Luui.,a, and you caunot see the ~un 
in thee; cniug. 

Thc·n I can wait till the morniuu, said ,1nna. 
\\'ell then, Luui-·;:i, de, you co;;lC by y0msdf, 

said 1\lbert, who~c dispm,ition but too nearly re­
sernblf'd the carelessness of hi· cousin . Loui a's 
hand \\'as immediately placed in his, c1nd awa1 thc_y went. Albe1 t burnt hole after hole in a piC'c:e 
of brown paper, to Louisa's astonishment an<l 
anm~r-ment. Dear me, h1)w cmiuus it i · ! Ilow 
did you {ind it out, Albert? 

I read an account of different kind of lcn,C'~, 
or round glasses, to my uncle this morning, m.d 
he showed me the eHect of one which he called 
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a convex lens, bec.1use it v.ras raised in the mid­

dle. And as I found that all kinds of convex 

lenses had the same effect, though some less than 

others, and that Caroline's botanical glass was of 

1: this kind, I borrowed it of her for the sake of let­

ting you see it. 
You are very good, sai.cl Louisa, always to re­

collect that \.nna and I ,{re only little gir~s, and 

have se~n very few thing~ yet. 'r~nt look, .:\1bcrt~ 

adde<l she, it scarcely will burn this \\ hite paper 

at all. 
No, that is because while things reflect the rays 

back again. 
Oh, yes! I remember papa tol,.l us that one 

mornmg. 
But it wouhl bnrn any thing black much sooner 

than it bun1s this brown paper, ::aicl ~\.lbert. I 

wish we had something black to try. 
Suppose you try it on my bon,iet-~tring, sc1icl 

Loui:-,a, who had little idea of gi, i11g up the im-

1'nediate gratification of her wishes. ). ou know 

you need not hold it so lollg as lo burn it. 
No, to be sure, f.a~d Albert; l must take cc1.re 

not to burn it, or else your mamma will say you 

ha,e ,vilfally destroyed it, and will make you pay 

for it. 
And then, away would go three-pence all at 

once, sai<l Louisa. But look, a(ldccl she, it i-; 
smoking already. itoYe it to another place di­

rectly. Albert moYed it to another and another 

place, till Louisa wa, quite rntisfi.ecl that black 

subsU.u1ce::i burn much the soonest, and at length 
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they returned to the hom;e well pleased ·with thei1, 
philosophical experiments.-The rest of the day 
was spent in a manner consistent with the humour 
in "hich Louisa had commenced its busine:-;s. 
:Eager to turn her attention to any thing which 
promised amusemeut for the moment, and finding 
rcndy assistance in All.Jen's fertile genius, the chy 
lmsset.l OYcr "·ithout her once recollecti1w that ~he 

0 ha<l left her lessons to tic prepared in the c,·ening. 
1\ ot ont:! ~erious reflection entered her mind. till 
summoncq by her mother the follmvino- m01:~1ino· . 

~ ~ to conm1cnce the business of the dav. She enkred 
the room with a look of consciou:;ness and shame; 
lrnt her distres::; ,1·as consider~ blv incrca ·ed n-ltcn 
her mother, taking books, sla te, i)encil, and thirn­
ble out of a closet, demanded a ticket for each 
~trticlc, as ~he haLl left them aU lying about when 
~he "'cnt into the gardc11. 

Oh! thought she, this is for not staying to fini:-:h 
my business before I went to pla_¥·. I ought always 
to lini:;h my work fir~t; for, if 1 k-ave jt, I can nc, er 
remember to coi11c bnck to it again. 

Her les:-:on:) were gone through as might ha,·c 
been expected, and the dc1rnrnd of a ticket was the 

-·regular consequence of each of her attempts. J t 
"l,vas now that she found the justice of Anna's cal­
culations; for, 011 rc.;"koning the difference between 
the number of ticket-, she then possessed with "·hat 
8he would ha, e been mistress of had she continued 
her habit, or orcier and attention, she found 1t 
amounted to twentY-four. Here then ,ya.:; sixpe:1cc 
c,ut of her extra shilling gone on accou,pt of the 
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' idleness of one single day. Another such would 

, leave her without any resource should she only ac­

cidPntally lose any of the things she had to pay for; 

,. and this she -well knew might easily happen to a 

much more careful person than herself. 

,. The smallness of her means ,vas favonrable how­

" ever to Louisa. Her sanguine careless temper did 

best 'with having little room to turn itself in; for 

as long as she was able to say, "'\Vell, if [ do lose 

this 1 shall still have plenty to make it up with," 

she ,vas ::int to indub-e the natural bent of her dis-

er 

, C) 

position an<l give i.'lc.lY to the impulse of the mo-

ment. But no-1.v, alarmed at the idea of only having 

sixpence left within her power to answer the exi­

gencies of nearly a fortnight, she felt the necesf.ity 

of the utmostcmltion, and her best resolutions were 

all renewed. The time hm\·ever was too long not 

to subject her to many slips; and in the course of 

the foltowing fortnight the last-remaining sixpence 

had been condemned for shoe-strings lost and 

things left behind her. l Tot one act of carele~sncss 

or qne slip of attention could now therefore be al­

lo"·cd. But when she considered that it was then 

Tue':iday, and that 1''r1day night woulc~ relieve her 

from all danger, she folt little apprehension lmt that 

she should come off with succe,.,s.--After to-day is 

gone you will only have three days more, and then 

you will be quite safe, said Albert. Then W1; :=;hall 

be quite sure of haxin~ you "·ith us at\ V oodlawl~, 

and unless you go l h::ul much n!thcr stay at home. 

I must be ,·Qry c:ucful, hmn',·er, returned Loui~a, 

putti11g hei. \\rurking materia\s away as :-,he spoh.c, 
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for the smallest thing left behind me ,vill destroy 
all. ) Gu must be sure not to tempt me, Albert, said the little girl, conscious of hero,, n want of re­
solution to ,Yithstand allurern.cnt. You must be 
sure not to ask me to go any ,,·here with you till I 
am qu~te safe. But now I think l am perfectly at liLerty, and ready for any thing that you like. 

No! here is your thread-case left out, said Arma. Oh dear! so it is. ]\ ow that is because I \Vas 
talking'to you, Albert. I wish ·you ,, ere not here 
for me to talk to so often ,,.,·hen I am putting by n y 
things ; I wi !:Sh you did not ,finish your leswn,; so 
soon witli papa, and then you would not come here to turn my poor head. 

Then l ·will tell you what I ·will do, said Albert: I will ne, er come into this room till Anna gives me 
notice that you are quite ready; and then you will haYe nothing to thtnk of but your business. 

This arrangement suited Louisa exceediugly,vell; for Albert's gaiety, with the amusement which be 
continually contrived for her, ,vas of all others tlie 
most dangerous temptation with which she could 
lJc assailed. It being removed, therefore, with the 
ach-antage of a few cautions from Anna and Ca­
roline she saw the Friday e...-cuing crowned with 
the decbration that she was out of debt. .A general 
shout of exultation resounded through tlw house 
at the happy in~clligence ; for Louisa was so great 
a favourite that eYery one e11tered ,vith interest into 
her anxieties. Albert was almost frrtntic: he caught 
her up in his arms and swung her round till both 
he apcl himself were quite dizzy. Then 11e l"illl 
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about the house proclaiming the news lo e"ery 

body he met, and jumping o-rer eYcry obstacle that 

came in his way. The next morning they were to 

set off on their journey, and they now uegan to ta\k 

of it with pleasure. ,Vhilst it remained douhtful 

whether Louisa ,,-ould be of the party, they .had 

all as if by one consent refrained from making it a 

subject of com ersation. But now that doubt was 

remoYed, and they ga\-e loose to the reins of ima­

gination, and dwelt ·with animation on the pleasure 

which they had in prospect. Caroline, who was 

best acquainted "·ith- LaJ:v Susan's mode of en­

tertaining her young friends, vvas called upon to 

enumerate the ditforent sources of amusement 

·which \Voodlands possessed. She talked of the 

beautiful gardens, the swing, the sway-board, the 

magic lantern, and a , ariety of other similar kinds 

of c~iYcrsion; butdweltp:·incipallyupon the bound­

less store of books and pictures, and the almo::t 

equally inexhaustible fund of amusement which 

her ladyship contained in her own mind.·-'.Louic.a 

declared as she listened to her, that much a.s she· 

had wished to go to\ \T cod lands, she had not before 

been a,Yarc hmv much she would have lo~t had 

~he been condemned to s·.ay :lt home, and that she 

scarcdy knew how ~ufficiently to rejoice that such 

"'- as not her fate. The cm:.riagc was ordered for the 

young travellers at ten o'clock, but their heads 

were so full of the journey that they wc_re all up 

much emlicr than usual. There were many 1ilt1c 

things to he arranged, wluch were to them of great 

i •npo1 tancc, and almost every one of the servants 
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_" 1·ccci,·cd a commission to attend to some particular 
•o~jcct of care. Oh! 1 h:.ffcbrgotten to tcll "\Villiam tile' gardener not to leave my aurieula:, uncovered if it shouid be Ycry wet, said Louis~1, as she and Anna st(>od consickring what next was to be done, 
I " ·ill ~o directly and speak to him. You see, added she, as she put on lier bon11ct, I have learned to do thin_:;s at the tilllc I first tliiuk of them. As she sl)okc she drc,v the strin~rs of her bonnet one throu o-h ! 

...., 
0 another; but to her great surprise, as she did sc., one uf them came ir:to two or three pieces in her Jrnnd. "\Vh:.it a lucky thing that this did not hap­pen yesterday! s.iid she, looking at the shattered stri1w. ;:::, 

Oh! _,·ou could not answer for things wearing awa.,·, replied Anna. '''lien they are old, you know, they ,,·i!l ureak, howc,·er careful you may be . 
. Bu~ this string is not old, said Louisa; for mam­rna garc mc the ril.Jbo11 quite new the day that she made the ba:·gain with me ; so that it must be somcthiug elc,e that bas mat.le it break. You see thi-; other string is quite strong and goocl.-Louisa took the fragments of the torn ribl>on to examine in~o the cause of its coming so completely to pieces, whe11 on looking at it, something seemed to flash ac~·oss her m.ind, and giving a sudden start she str)od with a look of distrcs~; and agitation. "\Vhat is the n:atter? asked 1\nna, alarmed '1t her cousin's lo' k. \Vhat has dist··essr:o yun so nrneh, Louisa? 

l shall not be nl1owed to go to 1Vood1ancb af­ter all! said she, endeavouring to t'1)1•ak calmly. llut she failed in the attempt, i111<l bur::,t i!1to tem ~. 
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Notgoto "'\Voodlands! "\Vh:itfor? askccf Anna, 

ouite at a loss to understand the cause of her srrief. 
l u 

"\ \ ' hy not? vVhat will prc,·ent you? That is 11ot the 
lJOnnct you arc to go in, you knmv. And though 
yon ha,·e broken the string, you have not to pay 
for what you destroy now! 

But I destroyed this string a long time ago, and 
whils_t I ,, as engaged to pay for ernry thing that 
I wasted carelessly, said Louisa. She then related 
to her cousin the circumstance of her allo,,ing . 
Albert to try, on her bonnet-string, how much 
sooner black things ·would be burnt than white. 
So you see, added she, I ought to pay for this string 
a-; much to-day as if it had been broken the Ycry 

day that it was burnt. }'or look, all the broken 
places arc quite scorched brown. 

Bnt your rnamma does not knmy of it~ said 
Anna, and I will ne,·er tell her. So if you dry your 
eyes you may go to ,v oodlands as if it had ncYer 
hc1ppencd. 

But that would be deceiving, replied Louisa. 
\V dl, ne\ e1 mind, no bo<l:i will know any thing 

r,bou tit. I promise you faithfully that I will ne\·er 
tell any body in the world, said Anna in a tone that 
seemed to fay she had removed the only objection. 

But I should know it myself, said Louisa, her 
tears ceasing to How from a proud corn,ciousnec:;s 
0fintegrity. And myhca\·cnly l-<'athcr would know; 
for he secs every thing, and punishes eycry thing 
that is wicked. 

1 a.m sure I do not think it would be wicked; 
F 



·• remonstratccl Anna: it would not be doinrr aDv 
harn{to auy body; and besides, if} ou have t~ }Ja)· 
for tl_1is bonnet-string it ,\·ill make Charles so much 
longer in getting his medal ; for it may be a long 
time before you get any more money. And it vrill 
he such a disappointment, you knm\·, to Albert and 
all of us if you do not go ,·ri th us to , V oodlands ! 

I cannot help it, said Louisa, her tears flo"·ing 
afresh at the idea of Albert's disappoint.ment, as 
,vell as at her O\n1 loss of all the anticipated plea­
sure: I lrnve de~cned the punishment, and so I 
must submit to it. 

I will tell you what, Louisa, said Anna, after 
standing sorne time in an attitude of deep medi­
taiion-I will tell you ,vhat 1 ha, e thought of: l 
have a piece of ribbon just exactly like your bon­
net-strings, that I will give you, and you may pay 
me for it the first time you get any money. 

No! replied Louisa steaqily, that "·oulJ still be 
deceiving, aud l should not'have any pleasure at 
,·voodlancl,.; if I had that always upon my mind. 
It is ,·ery hard to be disappointed of goiug, and 
still 'iVOrse to ham mamma di~plea~cd with me, an<l 
hear her say that if I loved my friends as l ought 
I should never have l>een so careles:,. llut I cannot 
help it, so rl must bear it as "·ell as I am able . 

.. As she spoke she took up the pieces of torn ribbon 
and hasteuecJ in search of her mother. She found 
her -..vith Caroline, Albert, and Charles, busy ar­
ranging some drawings. ,v e are choosing some of 
e,t£h of our drawing:; to ta~e to Lady Susan, Eaid 
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Albert, as Louisa entered the room; and my aunt 
£ays you haYe imprm.ed the most of any of us, 
Louisa, during t!1is last month. · .. 

You sec tl1c benefit of attention, Louisa, said 
~lrs. Gran-, ille, and ,;vhat it has done for you in 
so short a time. BLit, my dear child, added she, on 
observing Louisa's red face and tearful eyes, .,yhat 
is amiss "ith you? "'\Yhy are you crying? 

Because, mamma, said the little girl, struggling 
with the tears which would force themsehes down 
her cheeks in increased floods on obsen ing thE. 
look of anxious surprise which ,vas exhibited by 
each of her young companions when drawn by her 
mother's remark to notice her distress-Because, 
n'iamma, l am come to tell You ,vhat I know will 

· displease you Yery much. · 
lam sorry for that, Louisa, f. >r I ha,e just been 

rejoicing at the benefit I thought you had dcriYcd 
from this month's discipline, and shall be grieYcd 
indeed to hear that it has beeu of so short a standing. 

But it is not any thing I ba,-c done just now, 
mainma, said Louisa, a little comforted at being 
able so far to mitigate her foult: it is above a fort­
night since 1 burnt this bonnet-string just out of 
carclcs~ness, though it never ca11,1c in pieces till 
this morning. She then told her mother hmv it ,nu, 
done, without trying lo palliate the thoughtless ex-: 
trm agance vf her conduct. 

I cannot tell ·ou how much I am disappointed, 
Louisa, said .:Mrs. Gram·illc a'> she ceased speak­
ing: for it i::; impossible you can know how much 

F£ 
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l)leasurc I felt at your h::1.Yi1w been so successful in 
V 0 

rcstrai11ing your prevailing fault:; . 
Oh! I knew you WOl,ld be distressed, mamma, 

said the little sobbing girl. 
But it was I ,vho burnt the ribbon, said Albert 

eagerly: so that it is I who ought to be puni ·heel 
for it. 

No, Albert, said Louisa, forgetting her o,vn grief 
in her a11xiety to acquit her cousin; yon only did 
as I asked you. It ·was my own fault, and nobody 
must suffer but myself. 

The engagement related to none but Louisa, 
said l\Irs. Granville, and therefore can affect no 
other person. 

But you will not keep her from '\V oodlands for 
this one fault, ,vill you, aunt? • asked Albert, in a 
tone between remonstrance and entreaty. 

It is not for this one fault that Loui;a will b0 
punished, my dear Albert, replied :Mrs. Granville: 
had she committed no other act of carelessness, 
she wonld not only have hµd money to pay for this 
piece of ribbon, but a good deal to spare. But as 
it is, you see she has not only "'astcd all her mrn, 
but part of ,vhat in right belonged to her brother. 

Never mind my part, dear ll),u11ma, interrupted 
Charles eagerly : I liked my medal very ,vell, be­
cause you gaxe it me for being good; but I do not 
like it half a quarter so well as 1 do Louisa :-and 
the afrectiomitelittle boy clasped his arms rmmd hi'­
sistcr as he spoke. Albert rnn and kissed Chmles 
with enthusiasm at thi-, proof of kindrn'::;~ to iii· 
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sister; as if to love Louisa was the ,,·ay of all othcrn 
to gain his affection. 

\ Vill you not allow Louisa to go, mamma ? 
asked Caroline in a gently supplicating yoicc. 

X o, iny dear Caroline, answered her mother, 
"·ith a look of great concern; though none of you 
I am sure feel more pain than I do ~tt beiug oblige<.l 
to punish Louisa, I mllst be firm; for it is of the 
utmost consequence to her future character that 
her mind should be com inced of the danger of 
those faults to Yi·hich she is so particularly liable. 
Yon know her Yolatile Llisposition, and hO\v diffi­
cult it is to 1rn1ke a lasting impression. 

But then she ought to be rcwarckd for coming 
to tell you ,ihout her bonnet-string, said Al bcrt. 

i hope Louisa "·ill ne, er imagine that she cle­
serrns a rc"·c1,rd for being honest, replied~ 1 rs. Gran-, 
Yitlc.-.LHbcrt blushed when he considered th::it 
his eagerness to acquit Louisa had led him to ofter 
an argument i;Yhid1 must ha\'e exposed his mn-1 
principles of integrity to suspicion, a thing which 
he ~hrunk from "·ith the strnngest feelings of alJ­
horrence. Louisa's grief, hrrn e,er, and the loss of 
her company at \Voocllands, "-ere the predominant 
ideas in hi· mind at present, and soon took place of 
every other. I really do not think it should be said 
that :5he ,, antonly <lcstroyed her rib Lon, said he, 
~hifring his ground of argument; for you knm,·, 
aunt, she was trying a philosophical experiment. 

[think, cry little of philosophy, my dear Albert, 
t(•t.mned ~frs. Grarnille, when it is not accompa­
J.ie<l by common sense and prudence: for in that 

F3 
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case it ~s only calculated to do mischief, as in the present instance. 

Albert stood for some minutes silent, as if con­
sidering what he could 11ext advance; but not 
ueing able to recollect any other ar~sument, he at 
length said; \Yell! if Loui::-a must not go, may l at 
lca:;;t stay at home ·with her r 

If I c~uld e\·en agree to that, my dear boy, '-aid 
l\frs. Grnm·ille, much pleased with tlie ki11d and 
generous disposition that he evinced, your mother, 
l am '3urc, woulcl 1wt, for you know she i-; nm.i<Jus. 
that Lady Susan should see both yout sis~cr aul 
you. llut indc>pendent of that considcrati<,n, on 
Louisa's account 1 ~hould be obliged to object to 
it, for l bdieYc it '.\'Otdd L~ but a slight p11ni--:l1-
mcnt to her to stay at home with you for her com­p 1111011. 

Oh yes! indeed, mamma, ~t 1'.rould he a Ycry 
grcc1t puni:::hmeut tQ me to dep,ivc 1\lbert of plea­
sure, said Lou?sa. 

But may not I st<!.y at home ,·,·ith Louisa? askt'd 
Caroline: ,:ouknow, mairn,1c1, Lady Su::;an kne,ws. 
me, so that there i.s no nE.ce~:::ity for m<.> to go. 

X o, 1 will stay,~aid Charles; for l" l!:5 .it l\' ood­
lanl_ls h t, and do not m.1nu so vcr. much going ·1gam. 

1 · o ! you must none of you stay, said Louisa, 
"·ceping now from gratitude for RH th(•:::e prnofs uf 
atlection: I should be much rn re unhappy (It 
keeping any of you at home, than at stay"ng by myself. 

Loui3'c.\. wili ha\'e a satisfaction that can scarcdy 
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he too hiµh1y estimated, sr,id Mrs. Grru.wille, in 
the reflection that she hok1s so distinguished a 
place in your aflection; and I most ean1estly hope 
she "·ill meet you all on your return, with renewed 
resolutions to prove how much she values your 
love, by the pains she takes to deserYe it. The 
carriage now drove up to the door; but the noise 
of its wheels sounded to the young travellers more 
like a knell, than a summons to plea~ure. Los1irn 
had shown so amiable and conscientious a mind 
in the transactions of the morning, that her mo­
ther could not but wish to soften her punishment 
as much as could be done with prudence; and 
knmving it was always a pleasure to Louisa to be 
of senice to her friends, she said in a voice of re­
newed kindness, Louisa, my dear, yoL, may go up 
stairs with me, perhaps you can be of use to .Anna 
in bringing ~ome of her packages down, ,,·hil;t the 
others get their::, and themselves placed in the car­
l'iage.-Loui::-i. followed, :-i.nd found Anna and 
.i\lrs. Cleveland in the midst of boxes. Anna, my 
tlear, said ~lrs. Cle, eland as they entered, "·hy 
do you carry that little box about "·ith yon to 
everJ corner of the room? I ha,·c de:c;ircd you to 
put it down se-.eral times, and get your coat and 
bonnet on; bnt you ~cem as if you durst not let 
it out of your hand. I desire you will clo as I. 
bid you. Do you not hear the carrir1~c at tho 
door ?--Anna olw·:cc1, though ·with a look of re­
luctance; and placing the box on a tabie, bc;;:-m 

to get ready. I wonder what I did \\ ith the cprd 
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that wac: to tic thi:- box? sctid ::\Irs. Cleveland, 
looking about the room. 

It 1s here, aunt, said Loui::;a, who in spite of 
her tearful eyes saw a piece of cord hanging m·er 
the back of a chair, which she pulied off ha~tily 
to gn e to iirs. Cleveland. Unt a part of tho 
cord being under the box ,\-hich Anna ha<l placed 
on Lhe table, the hasty pull ,d1ich she g:.we drc,v 
the box along with it. The fall burst open the 
lid, and the contents fell on the floor. Thread­
Ca$e, scissar~, thimble, and a ,·aricty of thing~ 
were scattered over the carpet; and money rolled 
to dihcrent corners of the room. .Anna gave a 
scream of great alarm as .,Jic ran to gather up her 
scattered treasure. Oh dear! I beg your pardon, 
Anna, said Louisa, who sought with great eager­
ness to repair the mischief she had done, by going 
to pick up the money which had rolled about the 
room. How much money had you, Anna? ac!d­
ed she: I \.vonder if I ha\e gut it all. 

I had six shillings, answered .1hma, continuing. 
to look about the roo111 ,,·i th great anxiety; and 1 
h,:1\"e r:ot three of them. 

Tl1cn you must have had more than ~i~: shil­
liugs, returned Louisa; for here arc two, and a 
thrce-shi llin~s piece. But as she spoke she glann d 
her eye: a an.in on the laro·er })icco of ~ilver ,· when .. D · V . 
with inexprcssibk smpritic and consl'crnation :::-he 
perceived that she held in her hand the nH;mf•11-
tcms and unfortunate medal. She stood mution­
k:::s, ho!diDg tbc medal in her hc,hd) "• hilst; ~,er 
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blanched cheek exhibited a striking contrast to 

the deep carmine of her oousin's face and neck. 

""\Vhat is the matt1.;r? asked Yirs. Gra11ville and 

irrs. ~leYclancl both at oncP : but casting their 

eyes as th y spoke on the medal, 1,vhich Louisa 

still held out to Anna, who sc2mccl a:.5 incapa1>le 

of faking it from her as she ·wr1.s of spea\ing, the 

rnyc,terv ,vas at once unravelled. This then is 

the thi~1g that mac.le you so ali·aicl of parting with 

the box out of your hands, said ::\Irs. Cleveland. 

I am shocked, Anna, to think you had sucl1 a 

cause for your anxiety. But ~Irs. Gram·illc was 

much more shocked at the composed tone in which 

her sister spoke of this proof of her daughter's 

avarice and dishonesty. Louisa little imagined, 

added 1Irs. Cleveland, at the time she was so 

anxious about this medal, that you had. it ii'1 your 

pos~ession all the time. Louisa, struck with the 

idea of the cruelty to hersclt~ as ,,.,en a3 the want 

of principle which her cou:-.in had shown, bnrst 

into a fresh Hnod of tears, and puttinp: the medal 

down upon the table near her, r~n out of the room. 

Oh! my dear si:'.\Lcr, cried 3irs. Clcv·eland, who 

now began to e~hibit •stro1wer siuns of ao·it,~tion 
.... ~ .:-:, 0. 

than she had yet t;hown, foliO\v her, I entreat 

yon, immediately, lc::: t ~he 3hould g'J 'lncl tell t1,is 

unluci-:.y circumstance to Albert, and to her ~i~Jter 

ancl brother. 
1 - o, s:ti\l \[rs. Gnuwillc, Lcmisa's distrc:::g i · 

too ..:.iilcerc, ,,ml she i · too rnnch ~ hoc keel at thi~ 

tcrri 1.i1<' di sr c,\ nry, Lr> thiilk of mc11tioni11g it tv any 

}lndy. 
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But you know, remonstratc,l 1\frs. CIC\ ciand, Louisa is so thou!!htless and inconsiderate that there is no depcnd~ncc to Le placed upon h;r. 

Louisa's inconsideration often leads her to iu­jure herself; but it ucver make~ her i11attcnti, c to the feelings of others, replied J\frs. G·ram·illc. I wish Anna mn.y 11c,·cr sul1cr more from her own misconduct than she will from Louisa's expo­sing it. 

But you know of what essential importance it is that this affair shoul<l not come to Lady Su~an 's cars: if she ·were to be informed of it, she would 11e,·er look upon Anna more; she has no idea, you kno,v, of rnaking allowance for a childish fault. I am afraid this cannot be called a mere chilcli:--h fault, mid l\lrs. Granville with rnore :::e\·er;ty i1i lwr look than ,,·as usual to her. 
I can imagine Ycry "·ell how it has happened, returned l\Irs. Cle, eland. Anna found the medal, uo doubt, as she returned alone from the pigeon­house, and was tempted by the opportunity fo keep it; without considering the con:::equences in vvhich its loss ,, Olild inYolre Louisa; and having once kept it back, she co1il.cl not aft.en, arch pro­duce it" ithout exposing her::;clf. 

The <lift.iculties which Louisa has cxpcricncccl arc the lca;:;t part of the business, answered .J1 rf':. Grru1\·ille. HoweYcr uukind sh(' hls h<'cn to her cousin, Anna has bcc'n much more so to her:--clt: 
That is undoubtedly true, replied .\!rs. Clc,·c­fand. But as she certainly took QTP,1t pains to make all the amends to Louisa in her po\\-cf, we. 
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must not be too severe. I am sure she is tho .. 
roughly ashamed, and I hope Louisa will be pre­

, ailed upon to forgive her. 
There is no fear of Louisa's forgiveness-she 

is incnpahle of hm bouring resentment. 
But I am misernule lest she should ha\·e already 

told the circumstance to those who cannot ~o 

easily forgiYe it, returned l\lrs. Cleveland. Should 

All,ert become acquainted "·ith it, he will be so 

indignant that it will not be in his power to kcq> 

it to him~c-lL Let me entreat of you therefore, 

my dear sister, to go ::rnd endca\·our to pre, ail 

upon Louisa to con~ent that this sad affa.ir may 

he hushed up: for you know it i':\ of the most es­

sential importance to both myself and children. 

that it shoukl not come to Lady Susan's know­

led<Te. 
t, 

~Irs. Granville immediately left the room to go 
in search of her daughter, ,vhorn she found in her 

b~d-chmnber. The ,\·hole transaction of the morn­

ing had conspired to ngitate Louisa's u5ually happy 

flow of spirits; and this last discovery had C<Jm­

pletecl her distrcsc;. She rcc11ly lm cd her cou:5in, and 

was shocked bcyord measure at this proof of her 

selfish and unprincipled dispo:;ition. Besides, the 

, grief it "·oulcl be to the generous-minded Albert, 

to find hi:; sister capable of such conduct, al1clcd 

double poignancy to Louisa's reilection:;; and she 

was as sorry for the noble boy as for his sister. f 
am sent, my dear Loui~a, said her molher as -,he 

entered the room, by your aunt Cle"eland. tr) en­

deavour to prcrail upo~1 )Oll to con,~cnt dmt the 
.,,J 



knowledge of tbs tc:niL!e bu::,ine-,s sl.ouid not g<'l any further than it ha~ a1n: :,cty do.:w. 
End8avour to prevaii upon me, mam1nu? crit·d the l~ttle 2.irl lookiwr UJ> with sur1>ri:::-e. Surci\• ~ ~ . m v aunt Clcvcbncl oocs not think 1 should Eke to tcfl it to any body. 

1 have a~surccf her of that; }Jut something more is necessary. )' ou kno,.,.. it cannot 110w be said tLat the medal is found, with/)ut producing an ex­planation that your aunt is particulnrly anxious shot.Id not come to Alberf s cars; for she kno\\·s the indignation it would excite in his mincl. 
I undcr--tancl ·what you mean, mmnma, said Louisa, her check glowin!.r with the flush of con­scious virtue. l ,\·ill remain at home, and still be thought to be in Charles's dc;bt . 

. l\ly dear genero1;.3 child, exclaimed .. :.\1 rs. Grnn­villc, clasping her fondly in her arms; your whole conduct this morning mnkes me proud of my <laue:htrT: Caroline hcr:-clf ne,·cr ffaVC' me nl0rc lrnrt deli(fht than ,ou have lll1W cJ011e. t"I .., 

Oh! marnma, ~aid Loui-,a, how happy you make me by comparing me to Caroline! 
You deserve to be happy, ans,Yercd her n"!o­thcr, ki2si11g her aflcctionately; and it !->hall be my study to make up to you in every way in ~ny power for the ~acrifice yon make. 
I ~hall lia,·e saYec1 Afoert too from pain, thought l..ou ~a, as her mother left the room. lb C\'ery i ;, ·t-- ,vas now read~·, it wa:, only nccessar_y fur ].\ire;. Gra1wille to announce the success of hc-1 

1111~ 1011 for the party to set oH: ~o 1m.ch had 

., 
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the loss of Louisa's company abated the eagerneEs 

of her young friends for the jaunt, (to which they 

had before looked forward ,, ith impatience,) that 

they sat in the carriage without the slightest de­

gree of anxiety for Anna's arrival, or once inquir­

ing the reason of her being so long in appea1 ing. 

\Vill Louisa not come and wish us good morn­

ing? asked Albert, as his sister at length ascended 

the carriage steps. But perhaps it is as well: I 

should only be ~/ red to sec her s,veet smiling 

face bathed in ' .,.rs. '\V ell! one comfort is, that 

a "·eek ·will .-;r ')n be over, added he, throwing 

himself back m spirit1css silence as the c .r11~1~..:, 

droYe off from the door. 

0 
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PART 11. 
Ero i-IT )·ears passed, 1 and brought Louisa an<l 
Anna .to t~f ~gc 9f s~ventccn j a ~ime of li_fe when the eflect of tlre. ~flcrent c.clucat10ns wluch they 
had received n1ight be expected to appear in per­
m;mqnt colours on their characters. Mrs. Cleve­Iarirl- had l@ft her sister's house with her son aud 
daughter ::;oon after the return of the children frorn 
their ,vcek's \·i sit to "\Voocllands; but not till she 
had e11joyed the satisfaction of hearing that Lady 
Susan lrnd lJce11 much pleased with the two young 
strangers. 1-'rom the time of their dcpm turc 
Louisa and Anna kept up a regular corre~pon­
dence; and the recollection of the unpleasant cir­
cumstance which had been the cause of so much 
uneasiue<;s to her, soon wore away from Louisa's 
lively mind, and she only remembered her cousin 
Anna as a very pretty, good-tempered little girl, 
,vith whom she had been very fond of playing. 
A-s Albc1 fs sister, too, she had an additional 
claim; aml she had always double pleasure in a 
letter from Auna when :llk>ert ,ras the princ11mJ 
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st1bject. It often happi'..;-1ccl, however, that for 

~cyeral months togclh~r }rnna could say very little 

abont her brother, for he had from the time he 

,va~ fifteen been in the navy ; at first a midship­

man, and afterwards a lieutenant. llad Albert 

bce\1 at full liberty to indulge the bent of his in­

clination, the navy perhaps might not have been. 

bis choice; but his n-:other had ahntys impressed 

upon his mind the nc:.cessity of his fixing upon 

some profession which would enable him as er.rly 

as possible to provide for him.self. This, there­

fore, appeared the most to accord ·with hcnvishes; 

and in some rcspcc.ts it was particularly agreeable 

to himself. It put him in the way of seeing foreign 

countries, from ·which he would otherwise ha\e 

been shut out, as ,-;·ell as enabled hir11 to mix ·with 

the first societv of his mvn. 
ln l\lr. Gr;nYillc's family few alterations had 

taken pb.ce, e.·ccpting the birth of another. boy 

and two girls; and the marriage 0f Caroline to a 

l\fr. Sincbir, which happe11ecl about three years 

prcYious to our resuming our hi8tffr). Lady Susan 

was still living; and havinF rt fow yc:ars bdnre had 
._, .... , ~ 

a se\-ere paralytic, attack, she had been induced 

to rc~ide in Edinburgh for the sake of being near 

Dr. G-, who was at once a most fa·vourite friend 

and a ~h ilful physici::-.n. The cirt:nrnc;tance of 

Caroline's marriaQe havini;r fixed her in that me-
., CJ 

trop'>1is was likcwi~e a strong inducement. }'or, 

hc~ides the pnrticularly warm altachment ,,. hid1 

i.:.he had nlw:-iyn felt for thut niece, who ~hlJ oh.:n 
( ·- () ) .... 
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sai<l had sprung up to supply the place of the one 
she had lost many years before; she also consi­dere,-1 it an e::-.;e1rnal ach antage to be near one 
,-vn.ose active !xmerolencc ,Yas so well calculated 
to as~ist her i11 tile judicious disposal of her 
,i::ealth. Her ladj ship, it is true, had acornpa11ion 
of the name of 11 il .;;on, ,~·ho had resick<l with 
her many years, and who had :i.lwayi; been a faith­
ful and prudent almoner. But there ,vas an un-

·wearie<l activity in Caroline's benevolence, which 
rc11dcred her peculiarl_r fitted to supply to her am:t 
the loss of her mrn decayed pmver~, and on this 
account she "·,1,.-; particularly an.jous to haYe her 
constantly at hand. Though infirm in body, how­
.C\ er, her ladyship's stro11g mind retained all its 
vriginal energy ; and though willing to try any rea­
sonable means of prolonging h~r life, it was not fi om a "IVeak foar of death, but from a wish to in­crea.~c her usefulness, ~ !lcl to improve to the ut-

1!1ost of her power the tak.r:ts "ith v;-hich Provi­
dence had intrustcd her. She considered her large fortLlile· as a sacr;d. deposit, of which she 
would be f''::pected tc, ~iYe a strict account, and_ oh8 was chieflv ar x· >W; to leave it at her death in 
such hands as ~vrJ il~ rnakc a good and proper use 
of it. For this purpose she obsc1Tcd with great strictness the characters of tho~c around her. 
And though she had nothing uf severity in her dis­position, she was ,·ery careful not to l>c led by the ·appearance o~· a frw plea~i1_1g qualities into a t<:io Lusty judgement. She kncn1 it was difiicnlt in her 
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situation to jndgc- of her nearest friends with ac­

curacv, as li~r we .. .lth naturallv 1:1ad~ e,ervhody 

desiro'us of appearipJ to adv::mt~ge before he;; an~l 

she $Ought i.hcreforc as much as possible to judge 

of tLern from a close and minute examination. 

On this account she ·was particularly anxious 

to become acquainted with the younger branches 

of her fo.mily, as she considered it was on them 

chiefly that the proper or improper appropriation 

of the wealth ,,,hich ttt l)resent centred in her, 

must depend. C~•.ro!in~'s rcsembhtnce both in 

pcrwn arnl dispm:ition to her mother's aunt, Niiss 

Harford, 11a 1 scc.urcd her frum her earliest infancy 

n. warm pl.ice ill her ladvdtip's a{foctions. In ad­

ditinn t~ thi~, the stc;dy :....nd uniform temper 

,d,ich this ~-:.mi:iblL! girl had ever discovered, had 

rcmlerecl her an ouject of much less anxious soli­

ci tuc.k to her rnot11t::r, and consequcnt'y enabled 

her to p:ut with her on '.7isits of 1i1any weeks to­

uelhcr to l 1er ladv~hiu who bv this means had 
t, .. 1 ' ' ., ' 

an opportun1ty of becoming well acquainted with 

her many escellenc!cs. 
, Vith Louisa it ,,·as Yery different. I-Ier ~,.ola-

'tilc (licpo<ition rendered her ::m 0bject cf CO!:ti­

nual solicitude to her anxiO'lS parent, and required· 

that con~·tai1t ,v,1Lchfulncss •.vhicl.1 none but a mo­

ther con let be expected to exercise. CcnY~ncec.l that 

l .,,uisa's faults \\·ere only snch as miiht be onx­

c, nYH.' by a fo v years' attention, Jlrs. Granvitlc hc1d 

Lc-r-.elf ~1c:count:1ble for her daughter's fntrne "ha-

1. et< r; :.1.ml w1th the plea-;in~ hope that all h~r cart.s 

' G ·3 
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would be rewarded, by seeing the oLjcct of them 
become an honour to her family, she scrupulously 
ino1dcd parting with ,.er out of her sight for more 
than a day or t,·rn to

0 ·r.:ther. On this account Louisa 
had remained al nosL a stranger to her aunt Lady 
Sus:U1, ,d10 co,1tin~ted to look u1)011 her in the licrht 

0 o!' a. L.!.ercl) thu.ghtless inconsiderate child, the 
Ic.J.st :;t1 :lzi;.1g ci:·c u,n:::U1!1ce of whose character, 
,\·1ti1 \-.·hich she was acquainted, ,Yas her having 
depri n::d herself of <1, Y isi t to VV oodlands by an in- · 

_ :lbi'.ity to restrain the insufferable carelessness of 
her di.;position. To remove this impression 

• Lad ahn<;::, been 1.11 object of anxiety \Vith :\lrs. 
Sinclair,,, ho loYed her sister too sincere! y not to he 
de. 1rous of :-ecing her character placed }n a more 
f:r-omab!c h~ht before hen·enerable relation. For 
this puq'osc ....,she frequently made her sister a sub­
ject of cc--i,·c,rc:;'1tion, and ahrnys made a point of 
rcadir~~ her letters, "·hich v:ere too faithful a tran­
sc:·ipt of her pLire and elegant mind not to be cal­
culated to shm, her cL:;rncter to ad, anta!,!e. 

I know less of Louisa thaa of a:1v of t!1~ familv, 
srnd she one clay to ~1rs. Sinchnr, V who had ju;t 
hee11 reading a letter from her sis tor. ) · our mo­
ther':; distrust of ·her induces her tn keep her :':O 
constantly under her mvn eye, that l have had f~w 
opportunities of forn111 ,,. a judgement of her. That 
letter, hoy,·c,·er, pro,·cs that she possesses the sai;1c 
vi,·acity of rli::;position ·which marked her as ~ 
,hild. I only hope thaL there is now more :::teat!i~ ness uni tcd with i L ' . 
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Oh, yes! said Caroline: Louisa is fo·ely now 

without being giddy, and happy without being 

thoughtless. Slie possesses all that b\wyancy of 

spirit which in childhood made her so delightful, 

united to those solid substantial qualities ,\·hich 

reconcile the judgement to the captivati~n of th~ 

b~m:es. 
I have no doubt, replied her ladyship, that she 

is a very engaging girl: sprightliness, good temper, 

and a quickness of parts cannot fail of making her 

very generally pleasing, particularly when united, 

as they are in her, to a very agreeable pe son. 

But Louisa's good qualities are not merely of 

the pleasing kind, added 1'1rs. Sinclair, not satis­

fied ·with the portion of praise ,vhich her aunt 

seemed inclined to bestow upon her sister. They 

are not merely like a few grains of gold dust, whjcl1 

~parkle on the surface of some baser metal. Her 

character corn,ists of the pure intrinsic gold ih.'L·, 

which needs only to be tried, to show how free 1t 

is from alloy of every kind. 
You are partial, Caroline. 
I am partial, 1 ackiimvledge, my dear Lady Su­

san, but it is a partiality founded uponjuc1genwnt 

and experience; and I only wish that you did buL 

know Louisa as well, that you might esteem and 

10\·e her as much as I do. 
I must at least esteem and love her sister for her 

di~intercsted warmth in her favour, returned La, ly 

Susan, looking a.t her niece with a .m11le of appro-

bation: · • · 
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' l a111 afraid l haYe no right to he called di::.:n­tcrested, \\hen it is the cause of a fanmrite sister that I am pleading. 
1 have seldom, however, ~aid her ladJship, found any ,·ery anxious to bring c\·en a sister forward a a ri,-al between themr;el, cs a;1d 1Ee. But, by wa_v of remoring the impression -rvhich I at present 

11~1Yc of the lightne~s and unstc adiness of Loui a ·s 
mind, I acknowledge I :-;ho:lld he very glad if y()ur mother would allow her to snend a fow • 

l months ,,·ith me. She would then be- left tn her-
:,' lt~ and I should have a better oppe,,rtunity of j 1ul!;ing of hC'r real di':31 osition. rarticularJ_v, add­ed hC'r lad,r:::ltip smiling, as yon arc on the point of lc';n-jng Edinburgh for some time, and "·ill 11ut he here to prompt her. \ ifhat tbi;1k you~ D;-i.!< ) our motlier trust her ~o depend 11pon her-;dn l haH' 110 doubt of it. I am ~me 1 dur!'-t trw,t Loui:3a now "·itbout the slightest nuxiety on my wind rcsp~cting her. V/iH \ou allon' 1;1c thl't1, my dear auut, to carry the request with me to my mother? 
l \Vil! think a little m0rc ahout it fii·st, my dcnr, nnsY'.-crccl Lady Susan, and will then write to Loui~a, to make it mv:;clf. It would not b.: ,Yisc: to talk to her about q~titting hoinc at the very mo­ment of yopr arrintl. To think of lea\ ing yuu, and that c;w(et little fellow, added she, (looking at \!r-: .. 'inc·lair'::; little ho,·, who,, a-.. at that m1m1ent 

rrotti11~ back and fon~·arcls between his rnam­mn au<l auut,) for ::iome week:; at ka ~t, \\·r d l 
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show a greater degree of insensibility than even I 

e,·cr suspected to form any pa1 t of; Louisa's cha­

racter. 
Give us a fortnight to be together, and then I 

will engage for Louisa's ,villingness to obey your 

summons "ith alacrity and pleasure. 
Her·company ,\·ill be a great acquisition to n~ 

in your absence, said Lady Sns::rn; for though un­

able to move from this arm-chair, -you know I en­

joy a. cheerful companion as mucl; as ever I did; 

and I certainly haYe every thing but that in my 

faithful "\Vilson. I will therefore ,vrite as soon 

as I think it reasonable to propose a separation, 

and in the meantime 1 must beg that you ·will not 

say :my thing of my intention. 
This arrangement formed, l\Ir. and JVIrs. Sin­

clair and their little boy set off for YVestmoreland, 

,\·ith the intention, after paying a visit there, of 

proceeding to L-eland, ,Yhere ~lr. Sinclair had re­

lations, to whom he was desirous of introducmg 

his wife and child. 
Caroline had felt ~ome hesitation about a jour­

ney which was likely to keep them from Edi11-

burgh so many months. She was unwilling to lea\ e 

Lady Susan so long \\ith no other companion than 

1\lj_.c;. \Vilson, Y.,ho, the,ngh as amiable a wonrni1 

an<l as kind and atlentivc a nurse as it was po.;­

~ible to have>, was too dull a companion for an in­

\'alid to depend upon for hmuscrncnt. ln Loui~:1, 

howe,·er, ~he ,,;as satis{i(;d she would h:l\ c al~ tlut 

vv:1.s deficient in :Mrs. \Vilsm1; nor con kl :::he\\ i..,h 

.~n_y thic.g better for Lady Su~,tn, th~n Louisa t'~ 



· nm~c hc1 miud, and .Mrs. \Vilrnn to nurse her intirmities. 
The trm·elling party was received with all the 

pleasure that may he imagined at ·\Vooclland5, 
whither 1[r. Gram ille's family had removed, at 
Lady Suf-ads rc<1uest, on her leaving it for Edin­
burgh. ::.\Ir. and ~lrs. Gram·ille embraced ::he 
liltlc Henry with rapture, delighted to view even 
in his infant face a stron0: rcscm1Jlance to the 
uncle after whom he had 'bcc11 named. Thus 
surrounded by their children, ,--;ho were each of 
them calculated to gratity the fondest wishes of a 
parent, the time glided on with cheerfulness and 
pleasure. Charles, who had for some time been 
a student at Edinburgh, ,va::- the only one who 
was wanting to complete the family party. Dut 
they knew him to Le well, and c1~oying himself 
in the midst of literat11rc and science, and there­
fore their regret at hi~ absence was comparati\cly 
small. A month had elapc:ed from the time of 
l\ fr. and .Mrs. Sinclc1i/s arrival, when l\fr. Gran­
Yille, coming out of tbe library one morning to 
g•.:> into the breakfast-room, saw his three youngc~t 
chi!drcn, Edward, Emrn.a, and Eliza, standing at 
the foot of the stairs, as if waiting in expectation 
of something. ""\Vhat are you looking for, my loves? 
askC'cl he, as he pas!:ed them. 

\Ve c1rc waiting for Loui$a, papa, said Edwiml. 
Thi-, is her birth-da :-, and we are staying till she 
comes don n stairs, that Yve may oiler her our 
birth-clay pr ~ent'.::. 

Oh! hero she comes, exclaimed Emma; X 
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know the sound of lier foot. It i:-; quicker a;1d 

lighter than any other person's. 
"\Ye are waiting for you, Louisa ( cried all three 

in a breath, as the gay Loui:-3a turned the la~t 

landing of the stairs, and tripped dmvn to meet 

them). vVill you accept these little tliread-winders? 

:,aid Ed wa:-d; they are my own making, and I ha vc 

been in a great hu:ry to get them ready by today. 

And this work-bag~ sai.d Emma, in return for 

the trouble you took~ to teach me to net. 

And I made this pincushion on purpose for you, 

and nouo,..ly helped me with it at all, said the little 

Eliza : and we V{~3 1 you may have many many 

happy birth-days. 
l am sure I sha11, as long as I have such dee.tr 

kind brothers and sist~r.s, 3a~d Louisa, kissing each 

al1cctionately as they put their little presents into 

her barn.ls. 
At that moment the breakfas+-roorn door opened, 

and little Henry Sinclair can-:c fcr7~T~rd,guardcd on 

each side by the out-stretched arms of his mother, 

who at the snme fire guided his tottering st:~p:s wit\ l 

a soft ,vhisper of" Go to ~.u1'lt Lonisa. !" " C.:1·:ry it 
to her!" "Ile brmgs his mama11a'::, little birth-'1.~y 

pre cnt," added she in a louder voice, as he reached 

his dc~tinecl object, and held out 1'1 his little hawl 

a beautiful silver net purse to hj,, smiling aunt. 

L0ni~a "natched the little cherub in her arm~, and 

~mothered him with kisses. 
He is not sati::ificd; he know~ he has n0t yet.ex­

ecuted his commission; said. c~rcline, as th~linl"' 
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boy strug·glcd to release himself from his aunt's em­
braces. Loui::,a took the purse. It is pure and ele­
gant as the giver, said she, looking at it with admira­
tion. And this spring, added she, as she opened and 
clasped it, is emblcmatical of the disposition ,,,ith 
,vhich I ou,ght to use it, closely locked when pm­
dence requires it to be shut, but with a spring 
ready to O_IJen at the slightest demand of uscfuh:ess. 

The happy group now hastened into the break­
fast-room, where Louisa received an affectionate 
~aiutation from her father, mother, and )Ir. Sin­
clair, who ,vere already in the room. 

\Ve must make the most of the privileges of this 
day, said the latter, smiling, whilst he gave her the 
ki::s of brotherly kindness; for 1 suppose it is the last 
time ,\·e shall be allowed to offer congratulations 

· on such an occasion. Young ladies, after they are 
sc..,·enteen, seldom like to be reminded of the re­
tnrn of a birth-day. 

I do not mean to acknOivledge another for 
t,,:enty years to come, replied Louisa, laughing; 
I will keep stationary at se\·enteen, and then by 
the time I am seYen-and-thirty I hope I shall be 
thought tolerably wise and prudent for my age. 

You must in future, hoy1:ever, said .i\lr. Gran­
Yille, take the responsibility of your o-i,vn actions, 
·wise and prudent as they are, upon your 01,,vn 
shoulders; for it is now time that we introduce 
our second l\tliss Gram illc irito the world. 

lWiss Granville! cried Louisa. Oh! how I wi~h 
it ·were any other name 1 had to appe·ar in! 
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· ,vhat ! arc you so soon beginning to quarrel 

with yo\ir name, Louisa? said ~Ir. Sinclair. 

It is a mo:5t formidable thing, ans·wered she, to 

appear as -:.\1 iss Granville whilst the last l\tliss 

Grmwi1le is so fresh in every body's remembrance: 

they ,rill so naturally lie led to draw compa-

nsons. 
\ Vhich you have no need to shrink from, re-

turned Caroline. And I can tell you, Louisa, that 

few people appear in the ,vorlcl under a more ad­

vantageous title than l\liss Granville of Granviile. 

1 u;;ed to be introduced to strangers without re­

cet\'ing much notice, till it ,vas clearly understood 

to ,d1om I belonged, and then I was sure of some 

particular mark of attention. It is a dear title, 

added she with warmth, and one that any person 

may be proud of. 
Caroline seems almost to envy you its posses-

sion, Louisa, said lvlr. ~inclair. 
Oh, no! returned Caroline, dear and honour-

able as the title i--, l would not be }\'Ii% Granville 

again for the world : and as she spoke she pressed 

her little boy more closely to her bosom, and cast 

a look of afiection on her husband, ,vho saw and 

felt all that her look meant to convey. 

The party was now placed round the breakfost­

tublc, and exhibited a group of smiling and happy 

faces. Even the little Henry was allowed to re­

main in honour of the day, an<l, placed upon a . 

hii.!)1 chair, sat and ate his cru~t by the side of his 

l11Utlllll a. I 11 



I wonder if Ch;1rle::i has remembered that this is your birth-day, Louisa: "rud ~\1.rs . Granville. lf he has, 1 dare bay ) ou will have a le~ter of con­gratulati,Jn this morning. 
H he can spare the time for it, said J\fr. Sin­clair; but he is so bent uµo11 bringing some of the prizes home, that he is quite a niggard of his time. He wi!l imlced lrnxc become a miser, said )lr. G ranvilic, if he ha::; nut a. few moments to spare for Loui~a. Jle has ever allowed her to make more frcc1uent e11croachments upon his leisure than any other person; a11rl it i,; fortunaw, l believe, that ~he is at :-such a distance from him, or el-:e he 

WOLt]d often be in clanger of relaxing, to iaugh and joke with her. 
1 Liclieve even Lo11i~a hcr,-:,cJfwould fajl of having that c!foct at present, replied \.Ir. Sincla~r. fle is ~tca<lily fixed npon nis o~jcct, a.1d y; :n r.ot be dnnvn from it by any tr~1np:atio.n. 
0 ! but if 1 were nrar him, E1.id Louisa, it , 0uld be st1 ange jf I did not :ead hirn astr2..y some­. times. 

You ~vould 110t, T hope, attempt to entice him fro1.i ~o gooJ a came? ffjoined her father. 
No, papa, certainiy not. But Charles :s too diffident of his own abilitic~·, or eb:~ he wcuid .2ot imnginc sucl1 do~e application neces-~ary. I ha'-·e no doubt he can do with C::!E:C what would be h3.rd bbour to most of the students he meets with-. 

Suimosinf, that to br the ca-::c ,\·ith the £:encra-, 
'-ht}; ieplieJ ,.\Lr, G1,111dk., .it i~ still reasonable to 

t· ,. . -• 
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calculate that amon~st tvvo or three hu1.,Jrc·i, 

there may be one at least who unites Charles's !1bi­

lities with equal indw,try; and in that case were 

he to rcla~:, where ,vould be his prize? 
Oh! I should scarcely think it n~cessary to pro­

,1.de against so great an improbability. 
That is your fault, Louisa, rejoined .1\1 rs. Gran­

ville :-the greatest, 1 had almost said the only 

fault remaining for ) cu to 0\-ercomc. You take 

in only those circltlnstanccs "-hich are irnrnediatdy 

within Yiew, and are not sufficiently cautious to 

guard againc.;t wlw.t possibly may occur. 

I kno"· it is my fault, replied Louisa ingenu­

ously: but it shall be my constant endeavour to 

acgllirc a more prudent foresight. But I belieYc, 

added she smiling, I must suHer some inconve­

nience from my want of caution, before I shall 

!earn to be suflicicr.tly careful. I had once a le::-.so11 

vhen a child, which was of great scrYice to me ; 

but I am afraid 1 shall need another before the 

cure is completed. 
At this moment a scr-1:antentcrcd the room with 

letters, which he han<lecl to l\'lr. Gran ville. "Archi­

bald Sinclair, Esq.," said that gentleman, placing 

two letters before his son-in-bw. "C1.1'lrlcs Grnn­

vilk," cont.inuecl he, laying down two er three by 

himself: au<l" l\li ~5 Grmwillc, of Gram :lle," added 

he &mi ling and throwing forward another to Louisa, 

whose hn11d wa3 ready stretched to rl~cci--rn it. 
From Lady St!5i"Ul ! exclaimed she, as .·be read the 

address. How kind to rememb"'-r my \Jii'th-cLy ! for 

n 2 
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1 dare say that is her reason for ·writii:;gjn::,t 1101\'. 
How beau tifulh' that direcion is written for a ,vo­
rnan of eighty-f-;ur ! "\Vho) to look at that letter, 
"vouldcitherima~ine t1:e v.Titer "·as of such an age, 
or that she has been so long liable to such a.dirnrder? 

But let us know something of its contents) my 
love, said her mother. I had r:-1.ther examine the 
inside than admire the ontside of the letter. 

Loui.::a opened it, and immediately read aloud 
the follm.ving: • 

Edinburgl1, April 29th) 1818. l\iy dear Louisa, 
THE driy on v ... ·hich you rccei·rn this letter will be 

that on which you vvill complete your scventceath 
year, the time which your father and mother have 
alv:ay3 fixed for your becoming mistrc·s of your 
o;vn actions. Now, as the moment of C'nt0ring 
upon· any ne·w honour is generally the one of all 
others in ,Yhich ,ve are most di:sposcd to grant fa­
vours, I seize it as the most likel:/pcriocl ru; so1icit­
ing one. You and I, my dear gill, have had but few 
opportunities of forming an intimate acquaintance 
with each other. ~ly infirmities and your mother's 
unwillingnt;SS to part "ith you from home have 
r;re'> entcd those long intercour~es ·which Caroline 
and I have eujoyecl. 1 hcgin now, 110,11,.-c, er, to he 
e.:ceedini;ly anxious to impro,·e the acquaintance 
-r;.d1ile tin~e is aliowcd me; for it is 11ot possible in 
the comm 1 Jn courc:c of nutt!re that it "ill much 
fon6er l;e; iu my pnffer. "'\fay I then YCllLlllL' to 
hope tha~ yo!l will come al.Ci spend the ~m111uer 
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months with me? I am. well aware, surrounded a--; 

you are with such relatives, that l am requiring 

of you no small sacrifice, ,,vhen I ask you to dc­

yotc your time to an olcl \\·oman who is unable to 

1-noYe from the chair on which she r-:its. ! n order, 

however, to make it as easy to you as possible, I ck­

tcrmincd upon endea\·ouring to procure you a com­

panion of your °'vn age. Anna Clevelnnd I consider­

ed had been a fa ,,-ouri tc playfellow of yours when a 

child, and I ''PlS persuaded it would be a pleasant 

circumstance to you both to meet; besides giving 

rne an opportunity of judging hovv far Anna, in 

her more mature ycc1rf>, has preserved the amiable 

manners and disposition ,, hich she displayed in 

childhood. I wrot1' to her ns soon as the idea oc­

crnTe<l, nnd ycsterd::1y I recei,·cd a glad ,rnd ready 

compliance\\ i.th wy request. l c_ pcct she will be 

here in the cour:.,c of a fe"· chws. She and her 

wother arc a,l present in Dnbfo{~ and she intcndc; 

to come by sea with .Admiral 1\lacbri:dc, who i~ 

bringing bi" dauµhtcr to Scot1and for the purpose 

of placing her unc.i -r the care of \\'lrs . G--, "ho 

rn1dertakcs the charge of introducing such young 

h1dics into company as have no near relations to do 

that office for them. Come then, my dear Louisa, 

as ~oon ~is you ca!l rcsoh·e to part with the sweet 

littk 11cnry, (who, his mamr1a tells me, has lc,irnccl 

to call his mmt by her name,) as ,ve shall all be im­

pati<:>nl for your arriv,~1. Charles charge,:; me \\ith 

h,1d <'On~ratu~atir,p;:;, :rnc1 <k~ircs rn~ to . .:.':ry it w~1c; 

hi intcnti<.n to haH ~:rittc:n to ,;ou him':df tbi-; ., 

H .J 
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eveniug: but I cheated him of lhe only half-hour 
he could call his o,vn, by sending for him, to know 
,\ hether I was right in thinking your birth-day was -
011 the first of ~lay; so that a message through me was all that ,vas left in his power-a poor sub­
stitute for a young lady, to recei \·e a letter from an 
old woman instead of one from a handsome young 
man; for so I assure you he is; thong:h at prc"ent he seems altogether uncohscious of i1.. Gi\·e my 
kindest love, my dear girl, to the belornd group around you, and believe me 

Your very aifoctionatc aunt, 
~C"SAX i\1ELVILLE . .And mnst I leave you all? said Louisa, ca.3ting hL r eyes round the table as she finished reading 

her letter-must 1 go ~nrny from \Voodlands at the ,cry moment that it is rn delightful! 
Yon must determine for yourselt~ my dear, sn id her mother, for you kuow you are now your own mistres3. 

'. 
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Oh! I do not hesitate about ,vhethcr I should 
go or not: it would be inexcusable to ref use so .. I . 
kind an invitation; but it will be Ycry difficult to 
ncccpt it with the cheerfulness it deser\cs, when 
there are 30 man: strong ties to bind me to home. 

You must consider, ho,\-e\·cr, returned jlr:,. 
Gra1willc, that you arc going also to some ;-ery 
dcQr frie,:.ds; and I am .sure you ·will have great pleasure in seeing Anna agc1in. 

I shall indeed. But stiJl it is pc1~:ing a V<'ry grC'at price iur tl.c pleasure, to lcuyc Caroline so soon. 

') 
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I ::-hould, however, he obliged to lca\e yon in 

the course of another fortnight, said 1\frc:;, Sinclair, 

~.nd I hope I shall return to Edinburgh long be-

fore you lea\c it. 
There is one object, I think, that you may be 

able to accomplish by this visit, ~ai<l her mother, 

,\ hich will reconcile you to e\Tcry thing that is un­

pleasant. lt strikes me, that with Anna's afsist­

ance you may ha,c it in your power to remove 

Lady Susan~s displeasure towards Albert, ,vho, 

you know, incurred it by soinc means or other 

last year ,dwn in Eclinbnrµ:h: 1 never {:oulcl learn 

the nature of the aifair so as to be a.blc to clear it 

up; but Anna, pcrlwp:::, may be better acquainted 

with it; and I haYc no donbt that, "-heri explained, 

Albert \\-ill at least be so far exonerated as to !1!­

duce her ladyship to take him again ·nto fav0t~r. 

Oh! if l coukl clo that, cried Lol!i~a with ctni­

malion, I ,vould sacrifice cn'IY 1)leasure of my 

own: 1 ,vould even ~o and liYc =,everal 111omhs \Y~th 

asdisacrreeab\canolcl woman as J.a.<h· ~nsan is t1 c 
0 

contrary. lt ,, ouhl be so delightfttl t0 make a re-

turn to Albert for his uniform l\.iric.hc~s to me. [ 

shall ne, er forget ht w goo-I b~ was to me \',hen I 

\.Yas a little girl and he was ~tay1ng ,\·ith us. 

Aml ho,v often he led you into scrape~, saill ).lr. 

Gnu.\·illc, srn·1ling. 
But it \\·as always from the ,v,sh to rriYc me 

pleasure, rcp\ic<l l~ouisa. },nd if c\'c-n 1 \ycrc in 

fault, he was alwa,;s warm in my vindica.t·t0n. 

Then go, my c.lc.ar, nnd Yindicate him in rctun1: 
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not, ho,vcvcr, c1s his partiality used to lead him to do, in your f.ffour, b:· cudea·:ouring to transform his foults into virtues, for that" ould have little ef­foct with Lady Susan . Her jllClq-crncnt is not to he cbceivcd by false reasoning. lf you find him to blame, acknmdedge him to be so; but at the same time set his many amiable c1ualitics in such a point <J1· \ icw that they shall counterbalance, as 1 am pcrsuadc<l they will do, any errors that he may h;1\·e committed. 
l will write directly to Lady Susan and tell her nw.t l am ready to accept her invitation, said Louisa, all her rcluct,mce to the journay being en­tirdy overcome by the hope of ~cn'ing Albert. On exmnining his l<."tters, l\1r. Sincbjr found it ·would oe ncces~ary for him to return to Edin­burgh for a fow clnys. It ,vns therefore fixed .. that Louisa should trm el under his protection. Once reconciled to the idea of leaving home, fhe was an::,..ions to pay Lady Susan the respect of a reacly cornpli:mcc with her "isbe;:;. T'or this re[tson 1-;l1e ouly allowed hcr:;elf three day-; for J1I\ .. p:.in,t:on, :md fixed her departure for the folhr,\ in;; dune.lay. This journey, which v:us the fir.-;t :::he had cYcr fakc11 of more than b, .ntv miles lcng·th, was a 1natter of considerable in;portancc to her, and J...cpt her mind occupied till the time of her ::-ctting out. 

l begin to feel afraid, said she to her mothL r, as she sat by her the !a:,t e,·~ning, that f .1111 :-:ill t<)O giddy to do without your kind clircctiug hf 11d. 
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doubt that often when l apre,1.rcd w l\l)self 

to act from the dictates of my 01:rn judgement, I 
was in reahty influenced by you; and that when 

I ha,•e no longer my ruling planet to guide r~c, I 
may soon be driven out of my right orbit. 

That very apprehension will, I hope, guard you 

from the danger, my love, replied }1rs. Granville. 

Your judgement is generally correct; and this dis­

trust of yournelf will, I ha\·e no doubt, prevent 

your acting from mere impulse, which is all that 

is to be apprehended in you. 
I-low happy are those whose every :mpulse is 

goo<l ! said Louisa, for thoy lia-ve nothing to con­

tend ,;,.\ith. 
1-;-ew people, I beEe,·e, have lcs5 to contend ,vith 

unamiablc dispositions th::...n you have, my dear girl, 

returned her mother affectionately: your impulses 

arc ab·ays in favour of virtue, but only they are 

wmctimes in danger of leading yqu beyond the 

bounds of pruJence. I can now, however, part 

,,:ith you with perfect confidence, convinced that 

you ,Yill acquit y0tm,clf so as to do credit both to 

yourself and to all who belong to you. 
It shall be the fir:=it object of my ambition to 

fulfill your highe:3.texpectations, my dearest mother, 

s:1icl L(1uirn, her c:1es gli5~cning ,vi th the tear or 
affoctiou and gr~citude; and to prove you rea:iy to 

be the alc,1c~r:.ist that my aunt CleYcland once 

fa1kec.l of your bcco!r.ing. ~ 

The travellers ~ct o{l' early in the morning; and 

(lftcf a plcasapt journey arrived at Edinbnrgh in 
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the afternoon nf the .... ccond dav. Louie a had been 
muc:1 plcn.·cd ,,·ith the sccner:,..:' almo::,,t all tlie way 
as they pas-,Prl ~!Oj1~; l>ut ,,:hen they came into 
the ne1ghbomhood of l:dinlmrgh she was quite 
I •. . 1 'I1

' • 1 h c e.12:ntc{l. ne snnll'.T Y!U.5 too car jr to show t ,e ....... i '-. 

countr; to the bC3t adranta"'e, J·et it was still w ~ v 
far clothed in its emerald robe as to give li,·cliness 
to the Lcantifully divcr::;i!icJ landscape. Nor was 
her plca~llle less on entering the city itself; and 
she ,,·as kept in constant surprise a11cl admiration 
at the sticcc.ssion of beautiful strePts which they 
pnsscd, tiil the carringe stopped at the door of one 
or the large ancl elegant mansions in St .. Andrew's 
Square. i'\lrs., Vilson, who had been Lady Susan's 
companion ever since Louisa could remember, ap­
peafed at the door as soon as the carriage stopped, 
nncl gave her an afi-ectionate·"·clcomc. J\s Louisa 
entered the house a beautiful girl appeared upon 
the stairs, whom in an instant she rccogni.-cd to be 
Anna Cleveland, ancl the next moment they wem 
lockc<l in each other's arms . 

. :v!y <lear Loui~a, said Annn, how gbcl I am to 
~ce you! J fow little I irnagillcrl, 'iYhcn I last wrote 
to _you, tl1:1t I should so soon have thif:> pleasure! 

It is a plca'-ure equally great nm! unexpected to 
me, rd1mwd Loui~a, emlnaci11~· her cousin v:ann~ 
lv. But where is .Lad r Sw3i.tn :- Let me irnstcn to 
tlwnk her for it. · 

Louis<l was then conducted into the room vvhere 
the \, ncr:1 l)le i:1ld ladv ::;, t. ~he had not seen her 
hic.h ,:1; .> fin- fume year;:.: r:nc! though her bodiJy 
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infirmities had greatly i1:crea::;cd duri!1g that pe­

rio<l, Louisa "·as e"\.ceedmdv ·struck with tLe (tip;-

11ity of her appearance as sl1~ sat in her 1,,rge ar:;1-

chair. · U er ladyship had been n~.ry 11~~11..l ·ome 

when young, am1 still retained, e, en at the age 

of eighty-four, a fineness of complexion and bril­

lia:i.1cy of eye Y-:hich are sclllom to be met "iLh 

at so adyanced a p~riod of Lfe: ,Yhibt her upright 

figu~e, and countcn;-rnce foll of wisdom and Genig­

nity, mac~e her look Eke one of those grand· and 

magnificent fa.bric;; of :.:.ntiquity "hid1 tbe haul 
cf time may destroy, lmt which cire bcauLifol even 

;'.I.midst the[r ruins.· 
I thought, my loYc, ::aid che, ,1"- Louisa entered 

the room, that you had f01gotten that l could nut 

come, like the rest, and meet yon with my wci­

come. Dllt 1 can sc,,rcely imngine, cuntinueLl ~he, 

as L..,ui~a stoopPd down to embrace her, that thjs 

is the i:, tmc iittlc Loui~:1. [ parted with three years 

2.go at "\ \r oodhindo. 1 \\ as surpri::icd when l s,1w 

Anna, and now I am ec1ti.1lly S') at )OU. 1 did not 

con~ider that 1ou were Goth as busy going up the 

hul 1s l ha.Ye been coming down. 
And much more so, nrn'am, l tbink, replied 

I.oui<:n: for I am consc:ous of a much greater 

change \1l mv~elf, than I -=cc in you . 
.£ t'yom age, said L·1.dy Su, an; a few· _years make 

<l great dit1ereric-c; the ripening fruit is much im­

prU\ cd by a ,·er:' short space of time; but when 

1t in-- begun to decay, double the period c.rn~c::; 

little alteration iu it..; ap1 ~anmcc. 
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l\Ir. Sinclair, ,Yho had been detained uown stairs 

making some aJTangements with his servants, now 
entered the ro0m rmd v,·as presented to Anna.­
"\\ hy, Lady Sus:1n, said he, turning to her ladyship, 
aLer having paid his respects to his} oung relation, 
you ,vill need double bolts and bars to your house, 
"vhilst yvu h::rvc tn·o ~uch inmate!'-, or I doubt 
whether e-rc!1 the c~~~eilcnt police of Edinburgh 
will be sufficient to keep it safo. 

I think I must lock them up ~r this month at 
least, till the coll<.?fC ic.; closed an<l the tow1. 11as lost 
a few thousand.5 of its students, said Lady :3usan 
I ' . aagning. 

Tnere i::l one of them, however, that I hope I 
shall see before lom1;, s~1id Louisa. Indeed I feel 
as if he were short :;£· his usual kindness ~n 11ot be­
ing here ready to meet me. 

You must grant Charles a general pardon for 
the present, replied 1.rrdy Susan, for he has not 
time a~ his mvn command: lJut 1 will anS'\ver for_ 
him, the moment he i'3 relcase<l fro1 .. 1 bt!siness his. 
first plc:-ic;ure will be to see you. 

Fer ladyship ½ad sc~rccly ceased spc~king when 
the door opened and Charles appeared. The plea­
sure whic!J h~s countenance expressed, t'.110\vc<l at 
oncethatithad not been 8.1ww:1.mofaffoction wLich 
ke11t ~1im absent; ~d Lou1sa w:1s d1 lighted on fur-· 
ther observation to ~ec now much he was imprm·ed; 
for he had acqu;md r1anlincs::i of manner, ,.vithout 
any tinctqre either of foppislmc .. ,:, or pecl,n1try. r,, or 
vvas she lcs;; plcasect \vith Anrn1, \\ burn die had 
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now nwrc l,.irnrc tri examine. She ,,,as exceed­
ingly h~mdsu111c, bttt appeared perfectly lmco1~­
~ciuns of her Leauty. Iler manners "·ere easy anc.l 
1ma1kctccl, and her con...-er-;ation intelligent and 
pleasing. Lady Sus~in sat with an e:s.pref:sion of the 
grcate:3t delight listening to them, and adding c.....-cry 
now and then some fo·ely sally or acute oh~erYa­
tion of her own. She ,vas particularly fond of en­
couraging the harmless gaiety of youth, and en­
joyed I\lr. Sinclair's frequent joke \\·ith as much 
pleasure as the youngest of the party. Before the 
< rening was h3.lf o'l;er, Louisa felt that to gain Lady 
Susan's esteem v:oulcl be the object of her most 
an;,.;.ions en<lea...-our. rly mamma might "·ell sa~\, 
thought she as ::;he fo,tcned to her lad:·ship's e:e­
gant and enlightened con...-ersation, t1rn.t to f'llll 
.Lady Susan's good opinion lvas to obtain the t-ip­
prohation of "·isdom and ,irtue. 

The next morning ::.\Ir. Sinclair undertook to 
:·ho,\· the town to the young strangers; for, as .Anna 
had only arriYed the night before Loui::-a, it \\as 
Rlikc new to them both; and th~y \Yere equally de-

. lighted with the display of grandeur and magnifi­
cence \Vhich it exhibited. Anna, who had just left 
Dublin, \\·as less ::-urprised at the elegance of the 
buildings than Louisa, though in many respect3 
~he gave the preference to those of the Scotch me­
tropolis, particubrly for the tas le displayed in some 
of their newly-erected places of ,,·orship. The many 
interesting circumstances connccled ,Yith this an­
cient town ,vhich ,ycrc min~lcd with lwr earliest 

u 
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recollectlons, made it a place of peculiar intcrc t to 
L~misa. As ::118 Yiewecl the stately majesty of the 
c.1~tle, fr0\n11ng upon the rock which nature :::cemed 
to ham designed to render inaccessible, her mind 
pas:-ccd m·<~r in reYiev\· the many ·warlike achien~­
mc11L:i anrj. t~eeds of valour which had been accom­
pfo,bed by its eady possessors. She fancied -:,he 
saw in the bold features of the country, the cau~e 
of tho~c stroug lines of character which mark the 
Scott~sh nation; and ceaaecl to ,vonder, ,d1cn c, c11 
their polished city displayed so much strength ,i11d 
m,\jcsty, that the rnde hills of the more northern di- -.... 
stricts :should hm e producc<l such characters as 
\\ ere ~o often to be met with in the p<1ges of hi­
storr. Her interest in the unfortunate iJarv would 
ha,~ led her immediately to lloly-Rood ·llousc; 
hut )fr. Sinclair advised her to rescn·e it for a di­
:,lipct morning's ,vork; that they might haYe more 
leisure Lo e~aminc ~he many objects \\·hich were 
rcntlcrcd so interesting from their connexion with 
that ill-fat<"d queen and her almost equally unfoc­
tun,1tc descendant, whose image and ad,·entures 
had lately been re\'iYed in her mind by the ani­
mateci pictures in" \V averly ." 

AfLcr the.\ had seen the pri11ci-pal objects of the 
l\~\.' 

1TO\n1 and walked round Calton Hill, (,• .. ~j 

which the young strangers -were particularly de­
ligl1tcd,) l\lr. Sinclair proposed their proceeding 
towards the College. lt happened to be the tin1 e 
of some of the classes being dismissed; and the 
girls were much amused as they ,,·alked along 
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· 'South Bridge Street, to obser.-e the variety cf ft­
trmes ,d1icb issucll out of that theatre of le:1rn­

Ln-. Some, ·wi~h countenances \-;·hich bc:3pokc 
~ 

the mind within locked up 111 fOlllC cubjcct of ab-

stru~e speculation, proceeded along the street ·with 

their books under their :::.rm, as if altogether un­

con0,cious of the multitude -,vith ,vhich they mi11-
g1cd. Others, li.kc schooi-boys impatient of re­

straint, hastened out of the college-yard with the 

eagerness of " playful children just let loose from 

school:" ·whilst others, with faces which bespoke a 

complete Yacancy of mind, lounged along as if to-

-tally at a loss for an objcc~ on which to throw 

aw~ty their time. Charles soon mac.le hi:-i appear­

ance amongst the literary group, and immediately 

perceived and joined his friends. A walk round the 

Links completed their morning's ramble; aml at 

length fatigued, though dcEghtecl with their long 

walk, they retnrned 111.:ime and amused Lady Sus:m 

·with an ,,ccmint of all they lrnd seen. 
The follm\ ing morning ·.Miss J\iac.liridc cal1e<.l 

upon lhem: and as Louisa hall 01-~en heard from 

Anna of that yomw ladv's beautv, as well as how 
• 0 , • 

much Albert admired her, she was prepared to be 

c:"cccch1gly pleased. As sh~ entered the mom, her 

~ylph-like fc,,rn and cxtrc1ne beauty of featui-cc:; 

struck Louis;a, though pn.'t,arcd to :sd:nirc h r, 

with compk~e a:-:tm1:~lrnwnt. Every r ~turc YV~,s 

perfectly formed, ~ncl. E'Ycry liml> turnctl ,, ith po­

fr,hccl clc(~ance. A stran!;.rer to ri\'alshiJ> or l'i \ • 
~ 0 . 

Lonisa;th<Jt1gh con:;cious that her u\'. n prc,c11-,ion 
I £ ~ 
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to beauty nrn<=t sink ei"µircly into the back-ground 
before :::uch superior charms, snt and gazed at her 
..,vi th delight and admiration. By degrees, ho\YCvcr, 
as the fir.'.it surpri::ie wore ofi~ Louisa began to feel 
a ,,-ant . . There "-as a deficiency in the expres­
sion of her coanten::u.ce, and a failure of anima:.. 
tion "·hich iu time almost began to ·weary; and 
she ·was surprised on turning to 1\nna, \\ ho v;as 
speaking at the moment with great liveliness, to 
find that she ,.,-as di-;;posed to give a preference to 
tl:e bc~uty of her cousin .- 1\nna had no preten­
sion:, to the pefect grace of her friend; but there 
,,·.is an uncm1sciousness of beauty, and an intcl .. 
hgent e:~pression of face, "·hich gradually \,-on 
upo:1 t~'}.e beholder, excepting only an cccusional . 
co:1t~·action of countenance, "-hich, ho\\"evcr, 
no sooner appeared tlrnn it ranished ; so that 
the first 1ml :.honr, which was the only one in 
,vhich :i\Iiss :\-Iacbride was admired, was the time 
of Anna's being the least thought of. 

\\~ ell, Louisa, what do you think of )Jiss :;\lac­
bride? 1s she not perfectly beautiful? ea~erly in,. 
quired Anna 2.:; s0011 as her friend was gone. 

She is indeed, replied Louisa, most perfectly 
formed in fcatun~ and figure: but :;ct she is not 
altogei:hcr ,vh;it I 8hould h~ve c--.pected Albert to 
be so nmch charmed ·with. 

Do you uot k!10\,, enough of Albert to he aware 
how great an adm~rer he is of beauty? inquired 
.:\nnn. 

1 h:.n-c no d,_iubt he is, rcpEccl Loni-::a; ln1t :·et l 

J 
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~hould have expected him .J9 iequirc a di{forcnt 

~tvle of bcautv from Nli~s 1\Iacbride's-rnorc of the 

b~anty of co{mtenance than that of mere feature. 

But there i-, another great charm in ~liss i\lac­

bridc, returned .c\..nna smiling, "hich few young 

nicn arc inscnsi blc to ;-she is an only child, and 

the admiral is a man of ,ery brge fortune. 

1 l10 not beli.e\'C that would 1;iake the slightest 

dillcrcnce in Alh"rt's im1cpendeut mind, saicf Lmh 

i~,l, rnrn l>le lo rcprc':\S a feeling of indignation at the 

idea of Anna's , .. ttributing such a moti,e to her 

brother. 
It is a Ycry common consequence of cxtrn.vn.-

gancc, hmYcYer, sai<l Lady Susan, ( d10 kull1iLbcr­

to 1iswncd ... o the com ersation in '3ilcncc,) that it:;\ o .. 

tarics arc generally led into the opposite extreme 

of meanness. 
~ly dear Lady Susan, remonstrated Louisa with 

great t-·m1cstness, you do not snrcly attribute either 

of lhose failings to the ncblc-mindecl Albcrtr 

.Loui'-n, replied her lady:::.hip seriously, you are 

, cry young; it is not therefore to be ·wondcrcc1 :it 

that yml ~Lculd be too much chzzlcd with tlic bt·1gl1t 

partg or· .\.lbcrl's character to be able to c,tscn c the 

darker shades which [ ccompa~1.y them. l sp, ak 

with openness, even though Anna is prcc:.cn1, bc­

cau~c 1 know her to be as ,YcH acqua.intcd with 

her urothcr's faults as m ·~c1f.-Lon~:,a turn~d to­

,·:ards her cousin lo syn;pathize with· her in t!1c 

p~•!n whichshcmL!stfeelat thus hearing her b~·ot11cr 

cnndemncdJ C\'en though ~he 1,1\;ht be com:cious 
l j 
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- it was de~c1Ted; but fol t exccecfingl y shocked to.ob. 
!-Crve that her countenance did not discorer any of 
those emotions ,vhich she had gi\·en her credit" for 
feeli1w Her 11·ords however in some dP,rrce re-o· , , ~o 
stored Louisa's good humour" ith her.-1 am afraid 
Albert has too surely been guilty of great impnt­
dence, said she; but he has many mo::;t amiable 
q uali tics, and I hope he h<;.ts already seen the full 
t:xtent of his errors. 

Had he nrnde a frank and open ~n-owal of the 
,~,hole, repliC'<l her Jacly~hip, I should have bid bet.., 
ter hope of bis amendment: but he so oh~tinatcly 
-;,·ithhelc1 c:ll actnowlcdcgment 01·crror, tlrnt .l hw.'c 
11 ttle conJidencc in l1is a,·oiding cl repetition of it; 
particularly as the unfortunate ha bits of your father 
m:1y make the Yicc of gambling appear al1110st lm .. 
rcditary. 

Of gambling! exclaimed Louirn ·with a iook of 
hNror. But the next moment rccol!cctiug hcr~elt~ 
hercountcnanc0 re::ur11ed its serenity; ancl :ihc ~aid 
in a calm but ca:·nc::t Yoice, J am sure your lady­
~hip nrnst have strong rca~u11s for th._, ~uspicions 
you entertain: but that there is a rni-;ta.ke some 
;vhere or other I am equally com iuc.:cci; and I 
~houlcl be most happy to di:::covcr where the error !;cc:. 

l admire your warmth, my dear, in so generous 
;1 cause, replied Lady ~usan, nnd am sorry to give 
you the pain of a contrary conviction. ) <. t for the 
Yinclication of all hv whom Albert i~ cc1rnlcmnc,J, 
1 think it ri~ht to 1iiakc you acquainted with thQ 

'. 



c, idcnce· on which we rest our judgement. Yo 1 

know that after he left "\ V oodlands he spent the 

principal part of the winter before last in Edin-: 

burgh: and 1 confess to you, my dear girl, that l 

felt much inclined to bestow a-s large a portion of 

my esteem and admiration upon him tts he had 

alrea.dy gained from you during his visit in S'v est­

morcland. l was delio·htcd "·ith the rnanlv inde-
o • 

pcnclcnce of his mind, the extent of his knowledge, 

:..:ml the acuteness of his discrimination, which far 

e'"ceeded tho::c of the generality of young men of 

: "cnty. I ·was a good deal "-urprised, however, one 

<.ta), on receiving an anonymolls letter, informing 

me tbathehaddra\Yn three hundred pounds(which 

,nts all the money he had in his own pm\·er) out of 

the Bank in London, "·here it was lodged; adding 

t1Ftt it would be desirable for me to inquire into the 

pL!rpusc to ·which it \•.;as appropriated. I have a 

great di5likc to aaonvmouc:; communications in c:e­

i1er:1l; but as this ·was a circumstance which it,~ as 

~o easy to investigate, I detern1ined not to let the 

slightest rloubt to Albert's dic:;ad,antage rest upon 

my mind. The next tirn~, therefore, that he ,nts 

alone ,\·ith me 1 spoke of it to him, and asked him 

if my information was correct. rle acknowlcdffcd 
. 

0 

it to be true. 1 then told him that as that sum was 

!-O much more than he appeared to haYe any need 

for at pre::;ent,-for l hacl myself pre\'iow~ly gin·n 

him what l bclierecl would be :sufficient to defray his 

.e.:-:.pcn:-es in Edinlrnrgh,-it was necessary, to -~ave 

hi:s character from su~picion, that he should ex-
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plain the pu11,o~c fr1r \\hich the money hr1rl been drmn1 out of the Hank. This he begged J \'v otdd c:-..e.,use him from doing; assuring me at the :sa1nc fmc that it was for 110 unworthy nurpose, ,vid1 such a look of iugenuousncss that 1 felt it impos­sible not to beliern him, and the su 1-:iect. was drop­ped. About a fortnight afterwards ~Jr. 1\lackenzic, my solicitor, the respectability of whose clrnrac­ter no one ever called in question, came to rnc, and informed me that he had with extreme con­cern a few evenings before observed l\lr . .c\.lbf'rt C'levelan<l come out of a noted gaming-home; and t

1
1at happening that morning c2-rly to be going· along the sarn.e road, he had again ~ccn him come out of the same house with a look of great disorcler and agitation, which had clctcnninClfhini to come d • 1 • 

I f an mention Lie circumstance to me, as a ·won-1 o .dnition in tirn~ might pcrh~1ps check the dangcwns vice in its bud. In a moment the use he had nrndc of the money was explained. I ~ent for him, ho\\'­ever, determined to give l1im an opport1wity or dearing himsdf.~-lllbcrt, said I, as 11c entcr<'d the room, I am afraid I have discovered the purpose tu which the three hundred pounds was apJ,roprintcd. "\Vas it not for the pnymeut of debts of honour? .:is I spoke I fixed my eyes upon him, determined to rnad his countenance, which is so expressiYe that l could not but imagine I should be able to ~cc the trnth pictL.red in it. I obsencd it exceedingly agi­tatu·; hut yet, as I CCl.'r! not c1iscmer tne e.xprc,., ~-ic n of consciol~s gui~t7 1 sti:l 1:c.ped he '\Yould be able 

1 .. ... , 
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to clear h1rnsclf. ln this expectation, I again a:-.;J....cd 

him if that were the case: when to my infinite dis­

appointment and concern, he answered, it \Vas; en­

treating me at the $ame t1me, however, not to with­

dra,v my esteem so hastily, as he could solemnly 

·assure me he ·was not unworthy of it. 
And on that assurance I could rely at the risk of 

my life, said Louisa ·with energy. Albert is inca­

pable of solemnly asserting a falsehood. 
HO\vthen, my dear, do you account for the ga­

ming debts which even by his own acknowledgm.ent 

he had to discharge? asked Lady Susan. 
1 am unable to account for it, ma'am, said Loui~a 

ingenuously, but should imagine he must ha\ e been 

drawn in' by some experienced sharper; for you 

kno,v, Lady Susan, that sometirnes might happen 

to a young man of the most unexceptionable cha-

racter. 
That I grant, retun1ed her ladyd1ip, and could 

readily have m·erlooked such a circumstm~ce, had 

he acknowledged it frankly. I should have felt sa­

tisfied with thinkin~ that, though he had pa~d racher 

dearly for his lesson, it might perhaps be worth the 

price m future lifo. But if this had been the case, 

,d1y refuse to explain the truth, in spite of all the 

c,1couragcmcnt l ga,·e him to be ingenum,s r 1 am 

afraid, my <lear g;irl, it can only be accounted for in 

the way that l ha·,e a\rcady <l'Jne. E,·en Ann:i, 

pained as she is :1.t the unhapp~· hu~iness, cannvt 

deny the j!.lstncss 0f 111y app!·ohcnsions. 
Ann9. 1<.:.1 Al1rr~· ~ ~i ~h:r, said Louisa, ~nd rnay 
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perhaps be afraid of being suspected of undue par­
tiality if she were to be very urgent in his behalf: 
but as I am not subjC"ct to tbe s?..mc ~u-:,pic;on, 
allow me to entreat of you., my dear Lady Susnn, 
to suspend your judgement of .. Albert's churacter a little longe1·. 0 that he were but near you, added 
8he, that you might watch e\·ery action 2ncl vvei~h 
every sentirnent he utters, and I am com inced you 
would find him a stranger to vice. And this i;=; not 
my own opinion merely, co11tinuecl sl1c, (encou­raged by the expre;::i'!ion she saw in Lady Susan's 
face to proceed,)forrny father anrl mother, ·who :11e nrnch :-;uperiorjudges, entertain the so.me. 

But they are not acq uaintecl \\·ith the rircum. 
stances which I have related to you, replied her 
ladyship. The fear that I have rilway:; folt thHt 
au exposure of his charnrtcr might ch ivc him to 
greater imprudence, has pnxentcd rny en-r speak­
ing on the subject to any one excepting his sister, 
to whom I wrote at the time, in hopes of get­ting further information. Not e\'en to Caroline or 
l\'l r . Sinclair ha Ye I ever mentioned it: nor should 
I have clone it to you, had I not considnccl it of 
importance to you as a young woman, to be con­
Yinccd how much cnution i;-; ucccssary injudging 
of the characters of young men . You lllll::-t con­
sider therefore, my dear, that your father a11d 
motherJ"ttdn--e of Albert 0n!v from the same fa, our-::, ., 
able appe8ranccs ,d1icl1 so long cfocei\'ccl myself~ 
and arc altogether 1mac'luaintcd with the darker side of the picture. 
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1\ly father heanl, hmvever, said Louisa, that 

sonu.:thing or other had occurred to lessen Alber~ 

in :·our c::,t_;em, and wrote to him immcdiately ·to 

l now if there was any thing that he could do to 

1cl110ve the imprcs~ion. Alb~rt expressed great ob­

ligations to my papa in his answer, but said be 

was so circumstanced that he could do nothing but 

~ubrnit \\ ith patieuce lo yonr ladyship's opin!on, 

and cndea\ our to make l11s future actions contra­

dict the ::-uspicions thrown upon the past. '\Ve 

,, ere all satisfied from ,,hat he sai<l, that imprn­

llcnce was the worst of which he had been guilty; 

and hope to sec the day ·when you, my dear Lady 

Susan, wi.U d,dmit that Albert's many virtues ma.y 

atone for much greater acts of indiscretion than 

any of ·wh· ch he will be found guilty. 

You :u-c a most eloquent pleader, Louisa, replied 

Lady 'usan, smiling as she looked at the animated, 

girl whose cheeks glowed with the earnestness f:he 

, li..·lt on the subject: ancl to prove that you ha\e 

not pkadccl in ya.in, l feel dif-poscd to give Albert 

·1 another trial. 1 t my age it behoves me to be par-

ticularly cnreful to aYoid the slightest act cf in­

justice, for the time must be very 5hon for me to 

make reparat10n : I hacl rather err on the side cl. 

charity than the contrary. Anna, therefore, shall 

write and beg her brother to pay another v:.~1L to 

Edinburgh: and most happy shall I be, Lo-...11s<'-, ;f 

lus future conduct confinn the good opinion } O'.t 

h, Ye ~0 g-enerou ly cxprc::-sed. 
Oh ho , kind, how good you are! cried the ani-
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mated Louisa, running to Lady Su~nn :.md cm­braci1w her with a~ much ,,·armth ns thcu,"tb she 

0 

0 had been a girl of her o,n1 age : how much must we all love yo11, for such considen.tion ! The vem.:­rablc lady'i eyes glistened at the w:irmth of the ge­nerous girl.- Albcrt must kno,\· how much lie is obliged to Louisa's earnest viudicaticn, Anna, rni<l she . It vvould not be justice: not to tell hin1 hmv· zealuHs a frienJ he possesses in the little girl whose cause he so earnestly espoused ,d1e11 you cnrnc to visit me at 1Voodlands, and had been obliged to le:wc her at home in disgrace. It ,~·as difficult to tell whether Anna's or Louisa's face gloffed most at these words; for they recalled circumstances which Loth ,n,reequallydcsirouc,sl10uld be forgut­ten. 1 willgoclirectlyancl,niteto 1.lbert,saicl .Arma, anxious to e.:.cc1pc from Louisa's obscrration, and immediately left the room. 

Edinburgh, l\Iay 8th, l\f y dear Al bcrt, 
You ,vill be surpri~cd to sec another letter from me so soon, as I wrote. to you only two clays «go to inform you of our safe arrival in Edinburgh. You ,\·ill howe\·er, I am sure, be cg1ial1y pleased to hear that l now write at Lady Susan'.s request, to invite you to pay her another Yisit as soon a~~ · you can possibly make itcome1,icnt. I think 1 hc,ir yuu exclaim, Hun· in the name of wonder h:-is thi!:> been brought ~l>out) I ,rill tell you :-1c:uisc:J 

I 

' ' 

. 

I • . 
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who I cannot but suspect to have a great deal of 

the o:stentation of generosity about her, (though in 
this inst,111cc 1 must bless her for it, since it is likely 

to \Jc of such sen-ice to my dear brother,) pleaded 

: our cause with so much earnestness this morning, 

th;1tshe pre,-ailcd upon her ladyship to drop the re­

collection of the past, and gi ,·e you an opportunity 

of retrie, in(" your character: for which I)Uf[)Ose she 
t,. 

wi::;hc..., to lrn\-c you near her. And I hope, therefore, 

you will lo-;e no time, but come as soon as you can. 

l ha, e had no opportunity yet to delight my dear 

~li-;s :\facLride':s heart with the joyful intelligence 

of your being expected ; anJ make her lovely face 

glow, as l am sure it" ill do, at the idea of seeing 

you. But she shall not long \Je kept in ignorance 

of what I kno\\ ,voul<l give her so much pleasure, 

though her pure mind would start at the idea of 

acknowlcdoinl)" it men to herself. You" ill of 
0 0 

cour:-;e expect me to say what I think of Loui~a: 

lJut l ram unwilling to give an opinion of a cha­

racter j have as yet had so little opportunity of 

' becoming accp1ai 1Led ,,ith. In her beauty [ fdt 

myself <lisappointecl; for your "·arm encomiums 

l~acl led me to e.:-;.pcct lo find it much supc­

nor to what it is ;-it ~eeins entirely to depend 

upon the sprightliness of her countenance. But 

for my part, I could c.fo,pcnse "ith a little of her Yi­
y'acity, pleasing as it is, for the sake of a little more 

heart. 13ut I may be wr01w in thussuspcctin()" her 
C 1· b 0 

1c~ mgs to be the mere impubc of the moment, 

without rctaini1w any· lastin,r im1)ression: I will 
. :-, 0 

wa1tJ therefore till 1 sc~ whether she receive yo L ' . 
K 
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\\·ith the ktndneb. that her behaviour to Lc1ch· 

Su.-..an \roulcl kad one to expect. I know you\\ ;:i b~ 

at a lo::-3 for money for yourjou1 ncy, as Lach· S 1~,111 

particularly requests you nwy not come by :;u1: 

Lut 1 hope you will be able to mu::tcr enou~h to 

bring yon h'::rc, and I am ::;ure her lady:-hip- will 

take care to pay all )Our expemc~ aflcnrards. I 

,•;ish I bad any money to send you; but my pur:,c 

\\·as low whc11 I came, and l ha, e not yet seen 

any of the contents of our old lach·'~. 
Y c,ur:~, my dear 1\.lbe1t, afii,ctionatcly, 

Ax--s A CLEYELAXD. 

A1m,L h·d jList finished her letter \\·hen :~he ,Yas 

f;t1111moncd to Larly ~u:::an's apartment, where 

.Mr .. 'inckii· wuitc<l to take lea,·e before his return 

to , \' <:'strnrn '...!a.rd. The more tlrnn usual anima­

tion uf Loui<:a\ countt:nance excited her brother­

in-law\; ;-1.ttu11i(,i1, and led him to inquire into the 

cause. She 1eadih- informed him of the ::'ucccss of 

her endeavours to rcmo·:c Latl~, '-ILH:lll's prejudice 

against Albert, and commi-::;ioncLl him to be the 

hearer of the news tu \Voodland.-, of her hav­

ing :::ucceecle<l in one of the principal objects of 

her visit to Edinburµ-h. ~fr .. 'inclair congratulated 

A•n11a with great bnclne::, '::i on the prospect of seeing 

her brother so soon, and under ~uch favourable 

circumstances : and after takin~ an afiectionat~ 

leR.vc of them all he set out on his journey . .:\ftcr 

hi" departure, Anna and Louisa went to pre­

pare fnr Admiral :rnd l\1i~~ ::.'.'Iach1 ide, whu had 

fiicd to call that morping to tu~<.; t: cm ~ w:1.lk to 

r 
I 

r 
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Dicl-.liston, and met again in L1-dy Susa:i1's ,·oo!n 
before their\ if-itors arrived. As ..c\nna re-cnten:d 
Lacly Susan's apartment, Louisa was struc:- "i ,h 
the l>eauly of an uncorr:.11011'..)' rich and elcga,,.it 
French ~emf \,·hich she ,,·ore; and "·as ju!'\t about 
to express her adm!:·ation of it, \Yhcn Arn,a sa1d, 
] )id you notice the scarf which ~Iiss 1Iacl.,ride 
,vore yesterday, Louisa~ 

Yes, answered Louisa; I thought it the most 
elegant one I had eyer seen ;-and you, I sec, ha.\ c 
got one exactly like it. 

They \Vere presents fi orn Albert, returned .1\nna. 
As soon as he found v;c were coming together to 
Edinburgh, he sent then1 to rne, \\·ith a recLuest 
that I would present one of them to ::\liss :d n.cbride 
in my mYn name-ff hi ch I did ; and it was accept­
ed with great pleasure, though I belie·re she knc.v 
as well as Albert "·ishcd her, that the gift was fn.1n1 
him. 

Louisa felt an emotion nm through her fr::i.n:e, 
as Anna spoke, ,Yhich she coulJ not dcfi_11e. Sl1e 
was vcryi-urc she did not cm·ycithcr Anna or l\li~s 
?.Iacbridc the po•,~cssion of the scm{s, ekgant as 
they were; yet she could not but thin1,: it cxtr~or­
dinary, tlrnt when 1\.lbcrt hnew she °\'Vas to be of 
the party at Edinburgh, he should not h?.vc place l 
her on a footing with the others. She hacl hitherto 
hecn in the habit of receivin~ ttc moi;t c~:fti11-
gni , t1ing rn:.nl:c,. of .AlbcrL's afl~,, tion; and thou0;h 
he might of late have llC<'<11llc devoted to the 
d:arms of ). i iss ~-,r~ cbride, -::he l<.'lL that she onght 
not to h,ffc Leen cntirdy forgotten. 

K <2 



l cannot wonder at bis admiring her, thou~lit 
she; for certainly she is a most pcrfrcl picture uf 
female beauty: but yet surely the Louirn that he 
has loved from childhood deserved some Ii ttlc token 
of remembrance! The tear had just spruug to her 
eye, and she "as struggling ,vi th its <..- ,c,ca Your to 
make its way o,·er her eyelicl, when the cnncnt of 
her thoughts ·was stopped aud her, i--:tory secured 
by the sound of Lady Susan's , oice. 
' Your talking of thet.c scarfa, sai<l she, reminds 
me of ,vhat l had before meant to tell you. Jt is, 
that I do not think you are either of you dressed 
in the style that I should like to sec you, for the 
ladies in Edinburgh are very gay. 

They are indeed, said 1\.nna: 1 \Yas quite alarm­
ed at the dress of the J)ublin ladies; but l think 
those of Edinburgh are folly ec1ual. 

Then I certainly should not wish that L~idy 
Susan :i\Ielvillc's nieces should be remarked for the 
plainness of their appearance. 

I suppose, ma'am, said Louisa E'miling, and 
sl1 uggling with the feelings "·hich had cast a 
damp over her spirits, you "·ould rather that we 
a ppearecl lite ) our great nieces in e\'ery ::;cnse of 
the word. 

You are right, my lo,c, said her ladJship; ,1n(l 
for that purpose l "ish you to go to a fa'.:'-hiouablc 
rnillincr's and order yourseh es some ucw dre~sc~. 
Herc is mouey lo pay for them, added ::-he (opcu­
jng a little box which stood 011 her table), that l 
h,ne kept by me for the purpo~c of giYi11g- ,YlW 

ever since yesterday mommg. As her lndyship 

r 

' rf 

I 
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~po1:c he pnt a papc1 into the lrnnd of each of her 

niece;;, ·which they found to be bank notes of thirty 

poum.h Yalne.-And lterC', o,nLinucd her ladyship, 

is a paper "·hich is literally like found money. 

Uv:.0ard'i o~ twenty vcar.;; ago I lent a sum of mo-

11cy to a person who was at thal time in dihicul­

t°k'S, \\ hirh was the mt;ans of pntting him in the 

w2.? uf redeeming his fortune. He went soon 

aft~r to 1.hc East '!n<l\c~, and c::unc hack a shut 

ti1ne 0go a rich nabob. One of the fir::>t things he 

,li<l after his return wac; to send me this draft nnon l 

his banker for the principnl and compound intere::-t 

of the snm with wh1ch I had c;npplic<l him. l t 

shall be bid hy for the present: hut if my facul-

' ·1u 1c sp,lred to n:c till yon :,ml I, my dear girl-;, 

:-ire called upon to part, it sh:ilt be diYidul bet,,·een 

you, in such prop~)~·ticms as r:~y future ob'-effation 

r,f :•r,ur characters, and 1 1y opinion of: our di::cre­

tinn a11cl judgement 1~1ay tfo:po:-:c rne t') think most 

at1\'isa1>lc. 111 the mean time, Loui~-a, my dear, · 

go if you please a"iicl hv 1<:. it in GYY cs-::rntoire in 

the next room. Put it, :1clc1.c•l he:.:r lady::;hip as 

J,oui~a \VU3 leaving the r0cm, into a little g(/d 

dn::.pecl pof'kct ho1 Jk which you \\ ill find iy;ng in 

the frm1t 0f the escntt(;lrc, and then it "·ill be 

cli~tinct froin cn~ry other paper of the rn.mc 

kim1. 
Loui a h:d jt··~t time to execute the com-

mis.:,ion bcL) e · \clmiral and .1. I1ss )f aebridc· 

were announced; ,md thcv so\.111 after set ont un 

their walk. The fear lest ·thP circumstance of the 

scarf should make her u1*1st to .ilhss .. ::lacbridc, 

K .'J 
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led Lcm13a to pa} her par6cular at-tention duiing the "·hole of their ,,valk. She talked to her of the beauty of the scenery around them, and en­dea,·oured to draw out her sentiments in return. 
But a dull cold acknowledgement of the bean tics as they w·ere pointed out was all th:;t Louisa could obtain. Not even when, tuming the point round the foot of Arthur's Seat, the beautiful ,·iew of the lake and village of Diddiston met their eye-,, could Louisa ob.-:en e one aninrntcd expression of plea­

Hire kindle in the face of her insipid compnnion. 1-Iow·IVonderful is thepowerofbeauty ! thoughtshc (as she remarked the inanimntecountenancc before 
her), "·hen the mere form of its fraturcs could cap­ti ·ate such a mind as AlbcrL's ! Or rather, conti1tucd 
:,he as she went musing along, how clificrcnt are people's opinions in "·hat beauL_v conc;;ists ! For my })art, I have seen many faces \\ hich "·onld be call­ed exceedingly plain, that I should infinitely prcfor to this polishccl pif'cc of statuary. But :1gai11 the fear of beiu6· m~i ust ~C'i.r.ed her mind, and she turn­ed "·ith redoubled attention to her lifeless com­J>anion. She felt quite thankful, hon-c,·cr, "·hen their return home released her from the fatii..n1c of kccpin!; up any further conversation; and sh~-bade her good morni1~g "'ithout the slighte:st "i$h tlwt they should meet again. 
"\V ell, Louisa, said Lady Susan \\bcn she and Louisa happened to be left together after dinner, do you not feel rather dispnsul to ,,-~vcr in the 

opinion you cxnrcssed "·ith so much confit!ence thjs morning of Albert: 

I) 
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l 
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On what account, ma'am? asked Louisa, look­
ing at her ladyship ·with surprise. 

On acconm of the attention ,vhich it seems he 
is paying to .\iit)~ "'"\l acliride. 

Certainly w-t, Lady Susan, replied Louisa; for 
I ahrnys ki1ew _\lbcrt lo be a warm admirer of 
beauty. 

hut c:,n y: iu; my dcm· girl, lun·c so little knovv­
lcclgc of Alb<'rt: c(s to suppose it po,.,siblc that so 
i11:1nimatc ;L l)c,wt v as ~1 iss :\1acbride could ex­
cite any thi11_~ nwi·c than a mere momentary ad­
miration iii hi:-:; mind, indcpcnclcnt of her for­
tune? 

I acknm, kdgc, nnsn-crcd Loui:;a, whilst a wft 
h1ttsli pa:--~c l o,·er her countcnnncc, that her::; is 
ih)l exactlv the St\ le of beauty that 1 should haYo 
fi,ccl upo1~ as \ll~crt's choice~ But since he ha.-; 
), msdf sclcctcJ it, I o,, n myself mistaken in my 
i('.ca of his taste, but au1 pc·r~uadcd l am not so 
in my opinion of his disinterestcdncc:s. 

[ wish, said her ladyship, he may prm·c him­
:-clf 'i\·orthy of your good opinion. 1lis ,isit to 
Edinburgh will, J hope, undc.ceiYc either you or 
me; for one of us must be exceedingly mistalcn 
in his character. 

I hope yom· ladyship docs not expect, said 
Louisn. smiling, that I should be so polite nc, to 
say I 'i\'ish the mistake may prm c to be mine! 

.Ko! replied Lady Susan; I never wish for po­
liteness at the expcn.:;c of sincerity. And here the 
cum crsation was interrupte,..l by the entrnncc of 
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Au:1c1. A:; her larlyship was ::io cxcccdin•rly in­
firm, she did not profess to k~cp any con~r>any. 
A number of those intelligent arid enli~htencd 

people, bcwcYcr, "·ith "-hich the ~cotch mctr•>-
11)o1i:; abounds, were co11tinu:1llv calliu,r to na\ her 

.J V I .., 

a friei1dl_y, i~it. Pos~cs~c,! of a degree of_judgc­
mcnt and lin?linc:-s of tcc!in'.! whi,:h i5 not <JftL:n to 
h._' 1nf't with in m11ch more- youthful 1 iin I:-;, lier 
:-;ucict: ,,·as courte1..l I>_\" the principal literar:,1 < 1,a­
ractcr:-: of the town; m1d it was parti<'id .. rl:: de­
fo.rhtful to her young: \·isitors to ha,·c an oi11jortu-

• .,J ., 1 

nit) of coiwersing wi~h tho,c who hacl :S<J ,.,nen 
di,trnicd them with their Y, riti11u:e. Thcv ::;uon 

fournl too that, \\·ere they inclined to visit, tl{c lio"­
pitaiity of the inhabitants ,voulcl 11ot le:1·.c them 
a clay at home. Bt:t ,i,; their ol~jc>ct ,-;;a::: to arnu~c 

Lach· Susan, thev determined frun1 the first to de­
cline all c, cniu~ engagements, ,,s frat ,·.as the 
time "·hen conwanY .::ccmcd of the 1110° t inrnort-

, - 1 

ai.1cc to her hlll~·"hip: and in rct-lmI ic, · tlii.; ::;ctcri-

firc then: was no pains :-pared on Lady Susan's 
part to make the time pleas,1~,t to her you11g 
fi. ic,1tls. lf they hr.ppcned to 1Jc ,..-ithont rom­
pnr,:·, some new 1jublication ,·:as ~cncraily pru­
duccd for the c,·C:;11i11g's amusement: when the 
p~ asurc "·ith ,.d1i<"h she cttcrccl into them, and 
the entcrtainin'.r and in::,trncti•;c rcmnrb: y,·hich so 

frequently flowed from her lip.;;, made the hours 
pa.'is over with her young comp:mions with almo~t 

inconcei,·able swiftnes-:. 
Dcclr me! exclaimed Louisa one night as the 

., 
I 

., 
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clod~ ~truck eleven, 1 h::ne been here se,c1 al 

da_\'"-, and e, cry night I ha\ e loFt at least an huur. 
lt \\·ill nnke a sad gap in the term of: uur cx­

i~tcncc, said La.dy Su:::;an smiling, if) ou continue 

to lose an hour c,crv eYeni1w. 
• 0 

If they continue to be lost as pleasantly as these 

haxe been, I belie,·e l shall ne\ er rc6rct them, re-

turned Loui.3a. 
It is rather extraordinary to hear a girl of se-

,;cntccn talk or· forgetting the progress of time 

·ffhen with an olcl woman of eighty-four, saiL1 her 

ladyshil,. l must not, hmYe\~er, allo,,· you to for­

get it so r,u as LO keep late hours, for of tho-,c l 
am too old a woman to approYe. l think there­

fore ,,·c rnu:-t fix upon elen~n for our regular time of 

.. wid1drrrn 111g; and then .l hope by keeping to t1rnt 

I ~hall rctmn you blooming as 1 received you, to 

Your home-; «!rain. 
" v 

\ \" e can only object to that arr:1.ngemcnt, sriicl 
AnnQ, (::ts she and Loni ·a ro:;e ;ind took their can­

dles to retire,) as it t(,.kes us so much sooner from 

your lndysh1p. One comfort hoy,;ever i::;, there is 

a to1111Jrrow corning. 
lt would he presumption in me, replied Lady 

SL~ "'::1.tl \Yith a loo~: of beuignity, to calcdatc 1rntch 

npon a tomon o,\·. lt i~ enough for me to en­

joy the present and be thankful for the past. For 

you_, howc,-cr, my dear girls, added she, shaki11•" 
hands with 1hem aHcctionatcl). l hope there a1~ 

many tom01TO\\-s in store. Loui~a retired rumi­

llUtll1g un the be·rnty• and sublimity of o1d age 
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wbc..n accomi)aniecf ,\·ith ~uc:h an!rclic swcetrn:s:-. 
and pious resignation. Ei·cry da~\· the cord uf 
affoction to"\',.-ards her \ encrablc re!ation seemed 
more closely \\·oun<l round her hen rt: and she re­
joiced that· ;,he had enjoyed the OJ;portu11ity of 
"·jtnessing how nearly, e, en in this world, the 
human may be succeeded by thc> cele~ti,d 1iatnre. 
\ Vhen she got to the door of her ap,,rtll.ent, slie 
tuh1ccl round to bid .Arma good night; but in~tcad 
of answering the adieu, 1\nna motioned to her to 
procec 1 into the room, whither she accompanied 
her. After closing the door with great caution­
Loui:-a, f:aicl she eagerly, what ,ra-· the amount of 
the draft that Lady Su~an gave you to pnt by this mnrniug? 

I cannot tel1, ans\\·ered Louisa, looking as if 
$he ,rnrc endeavouring to recollect ; l do not re­
member that the sum \\·as mentioned. 

1 To, mid Anna, it was not; l.,11t I thought you 
would haYe iookccl at it ,vhen YOU went into the • ' Led-room to put it by? 

Is it po~-:;ible, returned Loui~a "·ith a look of 
extreme astoui:i11me11t, that you 'could :::mpect me 
of am, thinQ so mean :.rnd di:-bonourable. 

I ;hould- not Jin.ye thow:dit it di:::honoura ble, 
saict _':ui,!a bln~hinl.!', ns Lac;, ~u--an had told u~ 
~Lemcnntit to he-our:::. _'\1,n ,ou kiio,\· VGttr 
lookin:!" at the :;um "·otdd not h;1.n• made ac~· al-tu atio~1 in the paper. · 

:hit it wuuld ha\·c nrnclc Q"rcat alteration in the 
::;lute 01· my U\\"11 mind, replied Lu1i::~1 \\ ith a !cok 

,, 
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of die:nitv: I consider every written pnper as sa­

cred,~ unless I haxe permission from the owner to 

look at it; anc-l shoullfhavc cstcemccl myself guilty 

of a breach of honour in inspecting that with 

which I ,n.,s C'ntrustcd, as much a:3 though I· had 

robbed Lalk Susan of it. 
~r y <lea/ Louisa, said Anna whilst a deep 

nirn-;on suffused her cheeks, how c:-~Lellcnt a ics­

!::-On have you gi\-cn me! How much ha\c you 

made me ashamed of myse1f ! [ hop" I ha Ye learned 

tonight what will be of sen ice to me all the re­

mainder of mY life. 
\ r hen pcL;ple are so ready to learn, replied 

Loni•<l, her countenance resrn~1ing its usual ~wcet­

ne:,s of expres:'-ion, c,-cn 1 may tum teacher. 

Anna maLle manv acknmYleirtments of hc1
• error. 

and then quitted the room. Louirn enucan)t:rel· 

when left ::i.l01:c to banish the circum5tam.e from 

her mincl, but she found h.;rself unable to do so. 

It recalled tu her recollection the almost foroott .'n ~ 

mec.bl, and e~:cited a suspicim1, \Yhich she felt 

most unwilli1w to cncour:1:1:e, that the same <li;:;-
o ~ 

position~ .,,-c•\~ -;till latent in _ \nna's mind, and 

perhaps only required tcmr,nti '11 ~nd opportu11it:v 

to excite them. \ et tnc fran:~ncs;3 ·with "h:ch 

the fault,,·as acL1m, lccL.:cd, a~ain ~a,·c rise to the 

hope that she jMdgecl o( h<cr ,¥ith too much se, C· 

rity, and that the want of~- prope1.· c-uucafion had 

prevented her feeling that nice se::sc of honour 

which SC'l!'cc:Y r 11\" thin°· 1,ut cnrlv habit could 
~ ~ ~ . 

protluce, She wa'- r.1.cgl·'ctcct when ~ oui d, saiLl 
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L 1Juisa to hc>rsclf; it will thcr~forc he lona- before 
c , en her excellent urnkr::-tanding can be c~pected 
to o\·crcomc all her early bad habits . But ·with 
abili'ics so superior anc.l such amiable frankuc-.s, 
they ,,·ill all, 1 hm·e no doubt, at length be con- • 
q11crcd ; and then hon S\\"cet, ho·\\ charming a 
girl --lie will be! Ilow worthy of being the :::ii~tcr 
of ..:\.ibcrt ClC\·elancl ! \Vith these rcflcction"l Loui,a 
foll asleep, and met Anna in the morning\\ ith 
a m!n_d completely released from all ullpk:asil'nt 
Htsp1c1ons. 

lt was Lc1cl,r Suc:an's cuc;;tom to keep her room 
ti II one c/clock, which time ~\lr~ . ·\ r il':3on n.:rnaincd 
\\ ith her, and assisted her in the rleH)tions in ,;·hid1 
tlic principal part of the time" a:-; employed . This 
tirnc therefore /uma and Loui_:;a had cntin.:k at 
tl1(.'ir O\n1 cfr-;po'-al, and they mutually a~rccc"l to 
appropiatc it to the purposes of- impro, crncnt. 
Tlw) portioned it out so as for one to 1:ead \\-lJilst 
the other drew alternately for the first two hom·, . 
The" were then to J. oin too-ether in si11cri11<T and J t, ,.., 0 
playing, in which they both had acq uircd consider-
able proficiency, though Anna wa::; much the su­
pcric;r in both. 1ndccd, Louisa \Ya:> exccccliugly 
surpri ·ed and ,-ci) highly gra'tificcl (a5 she became 
in tlw course of time acquainted\\ ith the ac{1nire­
mcnts of her companion) to iind what good U:-ie she 
had maclc of the fow opportunities she had en­
joyed . She well knew it had not been in her ~unt 
Cle, eland's po\\·cr, any more than she believed it 
\\ ould ha,·c been her inclinaliou, to be at_any great 
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expense in tbc education of her daughter: she 

was sure, therefore, that the most irnlcfatigalJlc i..1-

dmtrv alone could ha, c mac.le Anna rnistrc":::, of 
.I 

so many accomplishmcnt::c. ~ or was it in the 

more showy acquirement:; alone that Louisa found 

he;: to excel. She had stored her rnii1d ,, ith a vn.-

1ietY d uc:eful :1nc.l elegant information, n.nd dis­

plai·cd a t~tslc and jmlgcment in literary compo­

sition with ,d1i··h Louisa wc1.s at once surpri~ecl 

and delighted. Indeed in escry re$pcct, c:srepting 

in a fc,\. slight instanrcs, h~d Anna arpe.:red in a 

most amiable and pleasii1g cb1 racter; and Louisa. 

was highly gratified to discm er i~ her so ·11uch. 

superiority to the g:encn.1.::ty of girb of her ,1gc. 

~he often thought of the pleasure ~t ·would giYc 

..<\lbert to find his sister so,, orth=; of his a.ffectio11, 

aud "i,hcrl almo,t hourly tbat he ';~·ere already 

,Yilh them, that she mi~ht ,,ii-1:c..:.:-; h!-; delight on 

becoming acquainted ,Yith 1Lc t.-1lPnt:. ~mcl accom­

vli-;hrnents of hi::, sister. T h, 1.: .. ir'..y age at \\hich 

he left home, and the faw ~!.,rt . i-3ih "hicJ1 he 

kid since tlrn~ time pciid tc Ls mother, had, she 

1,ncw, allO\, cd him bnt litt1.c zmportunity of bc­

l:om: ng acl1u:1intcd with:\ r::;12..·s ch:uac.tcr~ e:~cept-

1n0: thro11~h the medi .. lc.1 cf 1:c~· lett,~r:- ~ w that :--h<~ 

:-.,·;s pcrsw.1<lcd her 1~1.::11y plc::t::,il~g qm; l; tics would 

tmti,ltl themsch-cs to ..:'\lLt:r'.'::- mind as ~grcc.:ably 

an· l with almost as r.n'..lch novelty as to her own. 

1 luw 1 wi~h Albe-·t was co·.":'-e said she! one 

monii11r~ . ,: -,lw toot( u~) r. bee:, ',Yhibt .Amm 

01, •Pv l li,.:r J>dl l~uliu; for then he n:igh.t read to us 
L 



Y, hibt ·we both c1re-.y. How soon do you think 
we may expect him? 

I cannot say, answered Anna) that I have any 
hope of his cumiu~ ,1t all. 

Loui~a':-; Look dt'cppt::d 11pon her knee, whilst a. 
p,du1c::;s O\'l:rsprcad her face. You bc:lieve hirn 
guiltv then, said she in a fa.int voice, and th;,:k he '- ~ .. . 
dare.; 11ut stand the test of d)se obsen·;..:ion? 

l dare Hot pronounce upon ei Lher his guilt or 
i11i1occ11ce, rcf)lied ..:\nna, fo:· I mn t.1tally at a loss 
to furm an opiuio"1 on fr,c subject; though I must 
a~knowleduc rn1,· r!}~r:; ;1.\: ratbe1 strono-er than my-o u 
hopes. But it is nut on tlrnt account that I de­
spair of !!is coming. 

\Nhat tl1cn can prc\·c11t him? asked Loui~a 
,rnxiously. He is now upon half-pay, and rn 1·st 
La\'c his tirne at his own di~posnl; and bow co·1!d 
he speml it better than by coming to Er.linb~!rgh? 
.Pai ticularly, ,,dd.;cl she, (tl1e ccJlnur rcturninz to 
her face ,vith ratlY-r rn·)rc tl1an its nn.tmal blocm,) 
~1:; J Jiss 1\Ic,cbriclc is here to add lo his other ir:­
duccrnents ? 

There is no doubt of hi$ induc-l:mcnts be ·11.:; suf­
ficiently grc:-tt; said Amw, but to con[<:;ss the tn,d1 
to )OU, Louisa, I bclie\·c he ha · not money enough 
to bring him. His being reduced last year to half­
pay was a very serious t!1ing to him. He had at 
tbat time some tradcs.ucn's ];ills to pay, 1.ncl he 
dcpcukd u. on the ln ndrcd pounds, that Lady 
Susa1"! had ucen in the habit for several years of 
ecn<ling him., for di~charii 16 them . l~ut ,~,iieu Li::, 
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pay was reduced, it was not in his pm,vcr to a1,pro­

priate it so entirely to that purpu. e as he wished, 

so that it has been Yery cli!hcult to him to pay alL 

Wl~en he sent me the scarfs, ho·wever, he told me 

he felt at liberty to indn1gc him~elf in the pleasure 

of making a present, as he was at lq1gth free from 

debt, thuugh he confessed to me at the same time 

that tl1e.;,c little offorings amom1tcd to the full ex.­

tent of hiG abilities. 
He must not, ho\\·eycr, be allowed to decline 

Lady Susan's in itation on tha.t account, sai<l 

Louisa; for his cl )11g so would, I am persuaded, 

c01wi1ice her that he \\·as a:1· ... id to trust himself to 

her investigation, and mi~ht 1Jc of the most scri0us 

consequence to him. 
llut what can be done? askcrl Anna. I agree 

,vith you that itis a most unfortunate business; but 

I am at a loss to know how to remedy it. 

Lady Susan made yon a handsome present yes­

terday morning, replied Louisa; and then paused, 

as if umvilling to oHcm1 the feelings of her cousin 

by appearing to thid., ny thing 1i1orc than a mere 

hint of her meaning cmilcl be nccessai). 

I u11derstancl you, Loni .-ia, s,:1.cl Anna, and shoul<l 

Le most ha.pp:-, to a1)prop1iate it to th<: pttrpnsc yon 

Y:i.sh, were iL ~n my po,n~r so to dispo"C of it. Bnt 

m for\.m~atclY I left debts in J)ulilin wl:ich it\ •ill 

ta1,,e prcLt·~· 1;ca:·h- the Y:holc of L,tdy ~u--an\; pi c­

scnt to <li:3cl1ar\J;(' . It made me viry unhappy to 

lca\'0 tncm unpaitl "hen 1 cmne aw,1.y; lwt i.t ,-.a~ 

impos5ible to a\ oid it. The ladies it1 .Jnb1in "<:re 
L '2 
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so c:s.ceedi•1gly !?;8.} that it drew me into immense 
expenses in a,l) degree to equal them; for there 
is no end yoa kuow to milliners' charges. 

~.\.gain a pnint'ul SLbpicion of .Anna shot 
aero::;~ Louisa's mind, \\ hich made her many 
shi1Jing qualitie3 sink instn11tancously in her im-
:-wi11,ttio11. The daughtef of her aunt CJevc-,., ~ 

Lind, instead of the sister of Albert, rose to her 
"ic,v; and she shrunk from the idea of finding the 
likeness real, though she could not help weighing 
the circum-;tances ·which seemed to confinn it. 
She could not but think it very unlike Auna\; cha­
rn.cter, and the reconomy with lvhich she had Leen 
brought up, to incur debts to such an amount: 
nor could she think there was any thing in her 
dress which ucspokc her ha\ing done so. Her 
clothes, though fashionably made, sccnrnd to owe 
thc.:ir smartness more to her own good manage­
ment than to the aid of milliners. \ rhcthcr true 
or fabc, howc, er, she "·as courincccl from Anna's 
excuses that she would render her brother uo as­
:-:;istancc; and though she hacl herself only the 
morning before receiYcd a se,·cre pang from a 
!'itrihng iustancc of bis unkindness, sh:.: was rc­
soln-d tliat Al bcrt, if it ,\·ere in her power to pre­
H.'l tit, ::,l10uld nut lie auy longer u· dcr tad) Su­
s:u/s su~:picic, 1s. Proclucirn~; the note, therefore, 
wl Lich she ha1 I hl'Piclf recei, eel from her aunt.-
'1 'akc this then, said she, for [ ha, c no debts, 
nor any ii~m11.:diatc occa-.;ion for it; nuc.1 lct me b~g 
that you \:.·ill inclu e it iuuncdiately to All..h;rt) a:s 
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a loan from yom'self, for l would u,c 011 an~ ac­

count he should know that I havi any thing to do 

in the business. 
But my dear Louisa, said Anna, refusing to 

take the offered note out of her cousin's hand, 

yot :'-now Lady Susan expects that ,1 conf'il1cra1Jle 

p::i.it :'..t 10ast of this moac:y should be laid out im­

me~iatcly on some smart new drcs:, ai,d :--he ,vill 

not I mn sure u~ pleased if her rc,1 ucst l.Je not at-

tended to. 
:,_ l~avc fifteen pounds reu:r.ining, replied Louisa, 

y~:..idl will be n. ,;c thrm sufficie~it fer any thing 

tllat l shdi. atpre~, 0 .1ti1ccd: and 1 have not Lh~ small­

est doubt that befo.-e Albert has bcu1 long here, 

; .... c'.l!J Susan wil: eaiatle l1im to rcp,,y it. Let rne 

entreat vo:1, thcrcfu!"c, to lo,,c no time, but ~end it 

rAf i1rn~c--i:atc1y: it will only be two da:'S htu 

than the la.st, if you w,·ite dirccdy ; f,1r the post 

rloes no.t le~tVC tm·;n till four, and it is n0t now 

quite one. 
I nrnst not, however, a:.:.~umc the merit of this 

act myself, rclLtrned An:rn, (tai~ing the note, wbd1 

Louisa again held cut to Ler ,) Albert must know 

to whom he is so rnuch ohli!!cd. 

Not for the worlc.l woukl 1 hnsc him to know 

it, answcrcl1 Louisa. :From me it might pro\,e 

a painfL,l ol>ligation; but from you, it will only 

appear an act of si:::;tcrly affoction that must be 

hiul1h· rrratifrino· to his fodinrrs. 
t, ...; , .J -, b 

Ann l i1;-nncdiately fCt about ,vriting the letter, 

wbid1 \':as dispatched bcfme Lady Susan entered 

L3 



the :1p:1rtmcnt. .i\ bout tffo o'clock, the usual 
time for .~(.·Lti11g out 011 a mon1i1w n alk, Anna au<l .. ::, 

Louif'a, accomp:rniecl by a lady of whom their 
aunt had requested the favour of attending them, 
proc~cdecl to a fashio11able milliner'-;, where they 
orderncl such clres:-;cs as thc1 thought 'ffOuld be 
most suited to 11cr ladyship's taste. They ,\·ere 
cnch dC'-.1rnu ·, though from difli.Tent 1110ti, es, to 
ple:-ise her to the utmo-,t of their poffer. 

Though thc.;e things arc much more expensi,·e 
than any thing [ \i·ould choose for my own grati­
fication, thought J,oui-,a as he ~electf'd a Yaricty 
of articles, vet 1f it w1ll nlea-;e L:lclv Susan to see • L .J 

me smart, she certainly has a right to be gratified, 
after the liberality with nhich she has put it in 
my power to be so. Besides, she is so good and 
kind; that it jc; a lrnppine-;stogi,chcrpleasure. 

Anna reasoned cm a difierent principle. I iiad 
b~tter thro,\· away!:everal pounds a~ present, argued 
sl.c, than nm the . lightest ri-,k of displeasing her 
ladyship. l am pcr:-uaclcd that l stantl high in her 
favour at pre=,ent; but I know she would imme­
diately tn.kc alarm nt an3 appearance of extIWJr­
dinarv ceconomy. She con<::,clers mymamma \'erv 
mean: and wouicl therefore soon b·e led to think 
me so wo; and I hclieve, or the two extremes, 
f-:!lc could more ca-..ily forgi\e Albert's extrn.rn­
grace. I have heard her f-ay, that of the one fault 
a young person ma_y be cured; but the other, 
excepting when taken in YCl) early iufancy, i:; 
scarce!,; erer eradica tcd. 

l. 
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,vhcn their accounts "·ere made out, \\•hich, 

contrary to the custom of the Edinburgh trades­

people, they desired might be done immediately, 

that they might discharge them before they left 

the shop,-they founc.f them to amOl~nt to allout 

bn:lve pOl!nds each. 
Three pounds, therefore, ·was ail that Lmt}sa 

had left. She felt little concern, howc\'er, at the 

circumstance, as she had not the slightest doubt 
oi rccci\·inrr the money back from )Jbert in a 

very short time after l;is arrival in Edinburgh ; 
an<l th;.1t he would be there ii.1 a few days, she 

was equally co11fidcut. Sati,fi.ed, therefore, with 

herseH~ au<l at peace with all the world,-for Al­

bert's one single act or unktn1.lncss ·ffas soon for­

gotten in the rC'cnllcction of his many proofs of 
a!Icct1on,-hcr :,pir"1ts rcsumc_cl all their \\'Ontccl 

dasticily, ancl ~he looked the ,cry picture of gaiety 
aucl happincs<:. Ou irk and liYel. · in e\"C.:ry feel­

ing, she cnlnecl with spirit into whatc, er was 

goiu~ forward; mid ;uldcrl snch a charm lo eYcry 

com ers,ttion hy her intelligent spi·ightlincs~, that 

it seemed impossible not lo partake of thc gaiety 

and goocl humour that she ~prcad around her. 
A ·watchful ob:--cn·cr rni~ht ha,·e noticed that 

the conlraction of .,\nna's l>row, \\ hich had always 

occa~ionally appeared, might now be '-CCn more 
frequently than nsn,1L But Louisa or Charles (\\·ho 

joined their party as often as he could pos~ibly 

~l'arc time) were either of them little dispo,.:ccl to 

Jcniatk \\ hat \"\°'aS ur,p\ea;:ant; and though Lady 
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Snsan saw it, she considered it c1s an exprct~ ion 
of countenance ,vhich Anna uufort~matcly inhe­
rited from her mother, in whom she perfectly re­
membered it, and as freqncully njoiced that it 
was the onl_y rucmblance to that p: .. rcnt whicl1 
she could cliscm·er. The c1uict, t11e silen 1 , hut 
obserYing ar,cl judicious 11rs . \ \ .il:::rm, was the 
only person ,vho made ail)' serious r!"m8rk5 
upon it; but these ouscrratious pflssccl aero-~ 
her mind without being communicated to :11w 
one, or its being suspected they had crnr cnte1 .:• l 
the.re. 

Ten clays passctl over without any tliing parti­
cuhlr ha.Ying occurred,\\ l 1t..n 011c moming C!iarl•-..; 
appeased at all lw11r earlier than his u:,ual time; 
anc! on b0i1w asked lr,· Loui~a the rca;:;o,} of Li~ 
doing so, hi aus,,·cred that he kid come fi:>r th,~ 
purpose of prerniling upon them h go ,Yitl~ hi1.1 
to St'e a poor fornily tlrnt was greatly iu 11c~d c·t· 
ac;~ · sU',lCC. I went, contii'ucd Lr, yc"tcrday c l'ii·· 

iu6 "ith a gentleman ,rho \\·a::; in "··Jul of a ,nit(.­
to transcribe -:omc lectures for him, amt\' lie• had 
bce11 rcromn1 ·udcd to one at tlie end of Lcid1. 
Vval1;. ~\ftcr cqn')i<lerable di tEcul~y ,ve fou,1d \.mt 
the house; but nernr before .did 1 witnc::i" rn 
wretched a scene as that "·hic',h prc;cutccl iLt·' i 
011 our entering it. Scarcely an artidl· of fur.1· -
tnrc remained; c,·cry thiDg h~d been par:ecl \\ · 1 • 1 

that could po.,sibly be spared, to pu;-cha:,;e h>or'. 
Tnc ·,vonrnu lay upon a bare be• Lteacl ,vi::h some> 
wi dcbctl COi erillg over her, and ill of 'fl·liat my 
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friend, "-ho is a medical stud~.1t, believes to be a 
consumption-with six little naked sid.ly chil­
dren around her. The husband Yras not at home, 
but ·we left word for him to wait upon my friend 
this morni11g; and after putting a triHe into the 
hand of the youngest of the children, to supply 
the immediate necessities of nature-for they 
seemed liLerally stc1rYing-ffc left them, deter­
mined to inquire of the bookseller the cause of 
such extreme misery. From him we learned that 
]\fr. Atkin (for that ·is his name) had been a 111i­
ni0tcr in one of the seceding churches in Scot­
land, and at the same time acted as an assistant 
in a school, where he taught the Greek and Latin 
languages. His church, hm\c,-er, lying at a con­
siderable distance, and requiring a greater por­
tion of his time than he could spare without neg­
lecting the school (which -was the more luc1 atiYc 
situation), he gaYe up his pulpit, and de,otcd 
him5elf entirely to teaching. It vras net many 
months, howeYer; after he had mndc this c1rra11gc­
ment, that the master of the school died ; an<l 
though he afterwards endeavoured to 1.ccp on the 
school in his own name, the scl1olarn are now be­
come so fc,", in number that they scarcely pro­
duced him sufficient to c;upply the most il'1mcdiate 
necessities ofnalllrc, imkpcndcnt of the additional 
support that his "ifo's illncs:-, rcq nires.-1 ha, e 
now told my ~tory, coDtinuccl Charlc~,-enclca­
, ,ouring to smile, in order to conceal the wo1 k­
ings of his counlcnance from the emotions of pity 



·which he felt,-:.r,d Lepe to prevail upun you to 

render them further a,~istancc. 
\ \-c will go "·ith you imme(liatdy, replied 

Louisa, ri:::1ng witb alacriLy from her chair, and 

beginning to put by h( r worhng materials . 
But l am afraid, said 1\nna, Ladv Susan will 

not like our going out so soon; for yoL~ kum.v the re 

is not a creature to be seen so early in the fore-

noon. 
1 will answer for her ladyship, when she knoY:s 

your erran<l, answered Charles; and am ,,illin6 
to take the whole responsibility upon myself. 

I thi:1k, hmYeH;r, :,,1id Anna, as one of us will 

be sufficient for the purposes of the poor people, 

Louisa slrnll, if she please~, go "ith you ; and l. 
,vill remain at home to receive Lady :Susan when 
she comes out of her room. \ ,·lrn.tecr you' think 

it right to give for yourself, continued she, turn­
ing to Loui-m, you ,vill be so g,Jod as ad, :me~ 
the same for me, and I will repay you a;·tcrwarcls. 

To this arntngemcnt Charles and Lo~t!sa had 110 

objection to make; and as soon as the !::iP.t r wa::­

ready, they set off on their errand of chari~.,r . 
.. \i11:~ h,~cl calculated; anJ finding tlwt 1hcre 

ha<l l,een suflici~nt time even the day bcfo,-c fur 
a lcttn tr) ha, e arri, ed from 1\lb::.::rt ;n .u1s,n'r tu 

her last, she fdt pernuade(l llwt h,~r hrotber ,,•;i·{ 

ha~tc:,1i11g to be the h0arcr of bi -; ;11,•w:cr him~cli". 
She thuught it highly probable, thcrc·forc, th~1t he 

might be with them that , ·ery cla:·, nml had caught 
at tlw Pppm tm1ily of (Jt·ing ;1]<;LW to rccein.~ him. 
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Albert's partiality, e·.cn fiom a mere Loy, to 
Louisa, had been \Yell known to both lier rnother 
and herself; but m::rny i'ccling~. combined to make 
1.hc C um·illc fornily in general the objects of lit­
tle kindness in the miilcls of c1ther mother or 
cbughtcr. The_; each folt that they had injured 
tr1em ; and to mind:, of an illi bcral cast the cir­
cun~.tan,,_·c cl ha\':i1g i:ijmed is sufficient to ci·eate 
foeEngs of dislike . Besides this, a considerable 
degree of c1wy hr..J hitherto pcrvadcri their minds 
on account of Lady Sdsan's warm preference to 
that family; a,.d thoug;h Anna no,v saw hersdf 
i)acec.l on p,·ctty nearly an e11ual footing with 
them, she stia felt-what is e\ er the c1::;c with 
avarice or amhition)-lha': to have gained much 
excites onl_y a. keeEcr anxiety to obtain more. To 
vircakcn her brnther's prepossession in Loui . · fa­
vour, therefore, ,vas her first ol)jcct: her ne. c was 
to take ad\·antagc of ~~1y opportm;ity thnt might 
o[for itseli- to lessen Lo;tisa in Lndv ~~usan's es-

,/ 

teem. She ,,·ell kr;,~w that her bdy:ihip had, pre-
vious to her c0nsin's arrival, er:tcrtc•ined a strong 
persuasion of her light and f'rivulous disposition ; 
and Anna had 110t felt a doubt herself, before she 
saw her, that she would still retain so lm·gc J. por­
tion of her chilcb·h irn prudcn-:::c and thoughtlessness 
as to girn her freqnent opp')rtuniLi1..,., of turning it 
to her mn1 uch antagc. -YVith extreme surpri:m, 
hpwever, she found Louisa po3sess~d of all her 
ear1y fr<1.nkncss ;;md generosity; but so strictly re­
gulal-.:d by prud~acc and jud~.erncnt, that .,he al-



most began to despair of finding one slip of n hich 
she could take ad\·antage. 

" ~ith mortification she re.Oectecl, that should 
Lady Susan's opinion of each remain as it now 
was, the draft ( n-hich had been present to her 
imagination as an o1~jcct of e~trernc anxiety al­
most c\·er since the morning it lrncl first been 
spoken of) ,,·ould at mo:;t be then only cqu:..1ly cli­
-vidcd ; and thi;, ,,·as far from being agreeable to 
her ,, ishes. She had often encka, omed to con­
jecture Y\.·h::i.t the amount of this clraCt might be ; 
but had crnr follncl it impos.-;iblc to come to any 
cldcnninate opinion on the su bjcct, as L:1.dy Su­
~an h:1Cl not giw'n the sli()"htcst hint of the sum 

. ~ 

"·hich she had originally aclranced. Oft-.;11 had 
:a:>e wished that her ladyship had gi\·cn her the 
commhsion of pbcing the draft in the e;:;crutoire, 
,,:he11 she ,\·as , cry :-;me no rom1.11tic idea-; of ho-. ' 

11ou;:- would ha,·c prevented her from ::-atis(yiug 
b.~r rur;osity. lnclcccl, so nntnrnl had it appeared 
t~• :;12:· to do so, that she had made the in(ittiry 
< r' Loui-:1 "·itlwut :rny donht of her being ac­
c1uni1:t2d witli the nrntcnts of the papc;:. 

~' othing sht)lt nf the omnipotent power of 
truth, ,,·hich s1to\\·cc1 1tscll' in every expression of 
Loui~a.'5 countenance, could haYc convinced her 
that she ,vas R'> rnnch in ignorance as herself; 
but no sooner hacl she become sensible that this 
was really the case, than she cnde,l\'ourcd h_y a 
frank acknr1v.1 lcdgnwnt of her fault, to rc111ove lhc 
disple.otl!'I_'. \\ liicl1 .::lie: found her 111i.:takc liad ex-

• I 

' - f. 

b , 

' ' 



;u 

cited. This, as she expected, had the desired 
cffoct on the mind of Louisa ; and Anna was soon 
convinced that the affair ,vas entirely forgotten by 
her cousin. 

Though she had learned, hmvever, to keep her 
thoughts to herself, her anxiety on the subject was 
the same; and many hours were passed in fruit­
les5 conjecture and minute calculations. That the 
amount of the draft must be considerable she felt 
fully persuaded, as the compound interest of even 
a small sum must become something very ha,.1d­
some in the course of twenty years. Supposing 
it only to hm·e been a hundred pounc-ls which ,vas 
adyanced (and she could not imagine it to be less), 
it" oulcl in that time ha\C accumulated to a su~,, 
·which she should be very glad to recei,·e by V'8Y 
t)f pocket money, though it certainly ·was too 
small to be divided. 

T ims engaged in calculations and corJecturr;s, 
Anna had sat a considerable time absorbed il' ·,c· 
own reflections, when a sudden ring at the do" '" 
hell roused her from her re, crie; and she h~,ri 
scarr·cly time to ask herself who it,vas, before Al­
be~t made his appearance. 

·\Yhat an excellent gue:-ser I am, exclaimed 
~he, as she nm to meet the embraces of her bro­
ther: I have been looking for yon all the morning. 

You might indeed imagine that I should lose 
no time in accepting so ck~irablc an i1witation, 
!;aid Albert; particularly ,\hen y0Ld1acl so kindly 
rcmO\ cd the only obstacle. llow nmch l a11i. ia 

]If 



your debt for youdn.st letter, my dear Anna! add­

ed he, again embracing his sister with aficc­

tion,He warmth. 
Thirty pounds will clear it all away, returned 

Anna, smiling. 
i\ o, not twice thins can re1)aY my olJli•ration, 

"' .., .. 0 

replied "'".\.lbert: for had not your seasonal1le supply 

arriYed before I had written an answer to Ladv 

Susan, there ,\·ould have been nothing for me l)l(t 

to labour u11der the additional displeawre tlwt my 
declining her in\'itation mu~t have excitc:cl.-But 

,vherc is my other dear lornly adYocate: continued 

hc.-"\Vhere is Loui:)a? 
She went out to tdkc c1. walk " ·ith Charle·, who 

hacl a litt1c leisure t1fr, mornin!!, a .swered Anna. 

An.J did she too expect me 1 a::,l.ul Alber~ with 

a look of anxiety. -
She heard me c'llculate upon your being here 

toclay, but had mo::,t likdy forgotten it again. 

I should not have expected it to luwe made so 

slight an impression on her mind, said Albert, a 

cloud coming over his animated conntcnanct! : l 

shoalcl have thought that the fric!'!rt she had plead­

ed forwithsuch gcnerons warmth would have been 

remembered afterwards with a little more in­

terest. 
1\1..y dear Albert, said Anna ,,vith a look of sur­

prise, <lo you expect any thing to make a lasting 

impression on Louisa's mind? Believe me, sLe 

pleaded for you because it furnished her amuse­

ment for the moment to d'l 'sQ; but I am per-

.\ 
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strndcll ~he scarcely recollected an hour after­
" arcb tb:.it she had ·been a HLcccssfol ach·ocatc. 

She dicl not use lo be so incliifrrent, returned 
.Albert, -;ighing. But perhaps she has 111et i\ ith 
some more interesting ol>ject :::,ince she came to 
Edinburgh? 

:1': ot so, I as~urr :'OU. She feels just as much 111-
tcrc!-it for )OU a:-- tor any other perrnn, and for any 
other p0r:::,on as for you. ~:ic is alv;1ays good-tem­
pered, always kind, and ,.1" ~ .. ys thoughtles~: so that 
if because " she smileJ upon all, you fancied ~he 
smiled upon you," belie\ e me, my gooa brother, 
your , an1ty deccin:cl you. 

But it i-,, :::,carcel:· pos:::ihlc, rc,111onstrated Albert, 
(clin6ing to an idea it,._ ns so painfnl to him to rc­
::-ign,) to be deccin?cl in Loui:::.a'::, looks; they arc 
$0 purc8 reflection of the equally pure mind within, 
that h~ who runs may read! 

PrO\ ided his eyes· be open, replied Amrn, smi­
ling: but ,1:ith e:·e.;:, l)b1decl b:, partiality, who can 

de(:iphcr th0 most kgi blc ...:b1.ractcn-? It is this 
-which ba-; prernntcd your di-:co\ering th~t the 
opcm1c~;:; of Louisa's n-:.ii1d i,; no proof of the du­
rahilit\· of h<.T fccling;s. Yon kno,~T, thou~h a stream 
be so 1;ure that you ;nay ~cc a p·ebble p~l::::'i Lhrnu2:h 
it, yet the a!:!;i:~ tiT1 it occ~1:;ions in the w~Hcr clu­
rir1.1;. it-; 1)ron\c;3s i.;; mer almo~t bcForc it arrin~ i.'lt 

::, 0 

Lhc bo~tmn. 
A -..en ant]v,rr entered the room; and dcli,-crinn-a 

lh>tc, informed ,Anna that Lhc footn~~m "·ho brou,~1t 
~ 

it waited i()r c.:.n an~,,-cr. .. \nna glanc:ccl <.ivcr the 
).1 2 
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•'ontcnt.:,; and ther:.. telling the sen-ant to say that 
,he ·would send an answer to Jiiss ~Iacbride in 
the course of half an hour, she turned as soon as 
t 11ey n-cre again alone to her brother, and putting 
the uote into his hand, said ,vith a significant smile, 
Herc, too, are characters that may be read ,Yith­
out much difficulty : try if you can make them out. 
Albert took the off~red card, and read the falloff-

- mg: 

Ivf y dear :Miss Cle,·eland, 
:!viy papa has some business which makes him 

rather in haste to learn Edinburgh: he is unwill­
ing, however, to hasten his departure, if by stay­
ing a few days longer he is likely to han~ the plea­
~-ure of seeing your brother. Be so good as send 
,,·ord by the bearer whether you have yet heard 
,d1en he may be expected, and belicrn me at all 
times 

Affectionately yours, 

:MA RIA 1\L.\.CBRIDE. 
Durnbrcck's Ilotcl, 

Thursday l\lorning, Ele,·en o'Clock. 

The Admiral is extremely polite, said Albert, 
laying down the note ,Yith a look of great indiflcr­
cnce; and compliments me rnry highly by making 
1ne of sufncicnt importance to in1luence his ar­
ra11gc.mc11 ts. 

for which you must go and thank him in pc:·­
::,011, and be the bearer uf my answer to the lon~I.r 
)1mia. 

. 
I' 
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lrnp()ssihlc ! returned her brother; I cannot think 

ol lcc\\ ing this hoJsc till l ha,·e paid my respects 

to Lach Susan. 
l-lcr ladyship never lea,·cs her room till one, re-

plied ..:\nna, and it is now scarcely t"·elye: you 

,rill hasc abundance of time, therefore, to yralk tl) 

Dumbreck's and be back again before she makes 

h::'r:-:clf Yisiblc. Ilc~iclcs, it woul<l be inexcusable 

rudcncis in you not to go, 8.S the servant has 110 

don ht alrcad v announced Your arri.Yal. 
• J 

But suppose Loui;;a should return in the mean 

t•ime? said .. :\ l hert; I should not like to be a moment 

later in seeing her for all the .:\liss 1iacbriclcs in 

the kin~clom. 
Thctc i-.; a trifling circumstance which I think 

it right to apprise you of, s? .. id Anna, ,, ithout ap­

pearing to ha\ c hcar<l ,,·hat her brother said. Should 

yon sec )'iiss 1'L1cbride equipped fo1 ,Yalkil1g, 

you m<iy perhaps be surprised, for you can 

scarcely fail to recognise one of the scarfs you sc-1t 

to Dublin. 
:..i\nll how has it happened to come i11to her pos-

"-C~·,ion ? a.skec: Albert. 
~he admired ,them exceedingly; so Louisa, 

whose heart you know is open as rnc:ti11g charity, 

Ycry kindly turned hers oYer to her. 

Did she kncrn the, gift \Ya:- mine ,Yhcn she was 

so rcndy to part ,Yith it? inquired Albert with a 

look of grca t an'l:.icty. 
Louisa did, Nhwcrcd his sister: but 1'1iss )Iac-

brillc \'.'U:5 suppo~ed at lea~t to be unce,nscious of 

)1 3 
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it, or else I dare say nothing could have preYailecl upon her to wear it. But she now imagines that as Louisa's gift she may n car it without her secret being su::-pected, ·which she does most con­stantly. 

I ,~ill go and pay my respects to the Aclrnir:11, ~aid Albert, startin0: as if anxious to concC'nl the strong emotions of Eis mind, and will take c,irc- to he back in time to meet Lady Susan as soon as ~he leaves her room. 
Every thing now appeared in as fair a train a•; .Anna could pos~ibly ,, ish. She lrnd g-in~11 her brother, she wa "' sure, a strong imprcs~;ion of Louisa's heartless ,·olatility; and she hoped b_y de­grees to draw him on to pay attention to ,.\liss ~\J acbridc. I shall do him the greatest pos:::iblc bnclness by it, ari'llCi.l ~·he to hcr-;e]f, though he may not at present be willing to ackno\\·ledgc it. Ile is sure; to have the Admiral's consent, who h:1s it in his power to put him forward ,vhcncrnr he pleQscs: so that ;-;hould he nc,·er be ~blc entirely to make his peace ,Yith Lady Susan, he ,1·1IJ for­tunately be independent of her. By this me, ns I shall make him amends for injuries he is at present unco11sciot1s of havi1w recci red from me, a11d 

1
•)u t ::, 

him on a footing with the most fortunate of his I e­lations. 
Albert had not bccm long gone when Charle1s arni Louisa returned from tl1eir walk.-lt "·as ,·c1j fortLrnatc 1 did not go with you, said Amrn, ;u; Loui::a entered the room (tor Charles had pai 1.cd 

I' 

I, 
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"·ith her at the c.loor): if l had cfonc so, poor Albert 
woukl ha, c had no one to receiYe him. 

~\lbcrt! is Albert come? cried Louisa with de­
light ;-\\-hen did he come? and\\ here is he? 

llc came 3.bout an hour after you went away, 
:rnswcrcd Anna, and is nmY gone to pay his re­
spects to ~ liss ~lar.;bridc; but promised to be back 
b,· the time Lady Susan leaves her room.-Louisa 
";alkccl to the wl11clow, for she was unwilling that 
An11a by seci11g her countenance should read the 
fi..,ding--; which passed within. Albert at this mo­
me11t turned into the square, and coming towards 
the lumse soon recognised her and waved his hand. 
The cun-;cious girl, feeling as though her thoughts 
must be open to him should he at that instant get 
a distinct view of her face, turned immediately 
from the \\:indo\\ and walked to the further end of 
the mom. 

\Yh_vshould I be hurt at his going to see .\liss 
"\Iacbride instead of" aiting for my return? rca­
·oncd she\\ itbin herself, as she strugg1E:d to resume 
lier nsual cumposme before Albert entered the 
room. lt is true, Ihm c hitherto been accustomed 
tu be one of hi.; first objects of consideration, Lnt 
then he ncYcr before lrn.J a particular o~ject of par­
ti :tli tv :-ou~ht I then toconsideritqna!li·onttomY­
~df tliat he gi\·cs ~li:;s ~l acbridc the prcfcrcuce? 

'fhough Lonisa thus reasoned \Yith hcrsdt~ the 
imprcs::;ion of his nnkindne~~ \\ as not rcmo\·r-c1 

from her mind when .t'\ l l>crt entered, which 1 

· ·ith feelings little_ more at cn~t thau he· 
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had see11 that she had recoJniscd him a~ she stood 
at the ,\·i11cloi,·, anLl wa5 exceedingly hurt to oh­
serve that she tmncd from it innncdiatdv nfter­
,vards. How difforent from her usual 1~1anncr, 
thought he, \\ atcbii1g the wi11c1ow a~ he ha~tc.1ed 
through :he s,lun.rc, 111 !10pes of sr'eing her return 
toit. Onrnv la , t ,isit to \~-' codlnnLls :--he ran half 
,:ay along the avenue to meet me, when she ~aw 
rne approac:1i11~. But that nwst hare been nwrc 
whim; for lw.d it been kindnes"' which ir 11,cllcd her 
to it, shf'.' "·,.nd<l not so soon haYe ~irc11 nn ny my 
little pre~cnt. 

" ' ith rni ~"! <ls thus pre1rs~.c::;sccl it is not sur-
• • I 1 • l • 

pnsnJg t,1~1t tncy m r t wttn an appearance oi con-
strained kinti1w:i.s Oi1 each s1de. Albert thanked 
her for her kin· I interference in hi-;; fa,·our "ith 
J,a:-ly Stt•Hn, but i1, was not done with l!i:; u.mal 
frankness; and the alteration in his look aud man­
ner ga, c such c1 chill to Louisa's fccliil;!,~ ll,at ~he 
rccei\·cd !E::- nch.i1owlcdgemd1ts "·ith ,l'hwcring 
coldness,• anrl con\'iHcc,1 _,\lbcrt at <J:1c-c that ::she 
felt little plt 'ct :,urc in the success of hci· c11dc~l\ ours 
in his favour. Lady Su~an, therefore, who at this 
time was wheeled into tLc ro >rn, w:ts a ,·...:rv Yid­
come Yisitor, as J1e rclic\·ed tlicm huth frc;m the 
restraint which they felt thcmsdvc:e; ul!dcr. Every 
thing cons:pi ·vd to flatter .Anna. with a full :tccrnn­
n1i:;hmerit of her wishes . She saw that Lcui~a':5 bc­
}1:n·ionr had c~ufi.rmed the impn.•~:,ion which her 
o,~·n co1wer:-ia.tio11 had made upon her brother's 

~, 'n~nd, and she ou,crved \\ ith pk<1.':iur~ that hL,; 

• I 
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a, oillc<l any of tlwse particular marks of attention 

which she kne,v him to haYe been in the hal>it hi­

therto of paying her. The greeting bet,veen Lady 

Susan aml Albert gaxe Louisa time to recm:er her 

spirit::; an<l to resume her usual chcerfulne~s: but 

Albert remained silent and thoughtful the whole 

of the day; or if he "as sometimes won by the 

cheerfulness of his companions iuto an occasional 

effort of gaiety, it only lasted whilst the cause 

,d1ich producc<l it existed, when he again re­

sumed his former gnl\ ity. In the course of the 

e, ening Lady Susan inquired of Louisa the parti­

culars of the family she had visited in the morning; 

and was informed b\ her that Dr. H. had Yisited 

]\Irs. Atkin, and halgi, en it as his opinion that her 

complaint was not comtm1pti, e, but merely a low 

nen ous disorder, produced by a want of proper 

nourishment. lt was desirable therefore that she 

should be supplied with every thing generous and 

strengthening; and her l::i .. clyship commissioned 

Louisa to ta.kc care that she was supplied from her 

kitchen with every thing uf that nature,\ hich w:,s 

required. 
Anna then iuquirctl how much money Loui~a 

had gi\C!1 for her, and was: informed bj her cou~:n 

that she had given a guinea, "hich she intt nLkcl 
thcv ~houlcl cfo ide between them. 

i-lave v'ou not bocn r'.ctthcr too crc"momical in 

your clt.m:tti )n? said Anna, as she put the money 

ii1to Louisa's hand. 
r thou~ht 1t U.:3 much 8~ ,t \i as l)rudcnt to 0 ivc 

_, n 

,it O!H: time, an~wercd Loui:;a, till \'\' e kno\Y a littl~ 



n1:.,re of the peo1;lc; for though there i:; every reason 
to thmk highly of them, they are as yet alrno~t per­
fect strangen to us. 

That is a deQ:ree of caution "·hich I c1m afraid 
I should ha"·e 'tailed in, replied Anna; though 
I cannot but approrn of it now you hare sug­
ge~ted it. 

Louisa has good reason, said .A.lbe1i, smiling, to 
remember that "generosity with prudence is a , ir­
tue; "·ithout it, a Yice." The deepest tinge of red 
immediately suffused his siste1's cheeks, nor "·ere 
Louisa's less highly coloured. The circumstance, 
hov:eYer, appeared much in rhma's fa, our, for the 
change in her complexion was considered b,r Lady 
Susan and Albert to have arisen from the pain she 
felt at haYing any thing recall,ed to recollection 
,\.·hich told to Louisa's dirndYantage ; and they 
1- ,th of them ad nired her delicacy, whibt Albert 
b!amed himself for haYing referred to a circum­
stance '.vhid1 his sister's tenderness for Loui~a had 
rn~tde her bh:.sh to bear named. Loui~a s~w all 
ti.i,, and was conc.;cious of the impres,ion thn.t it 
had made; but she fol t little C'll\'_\' at ~he ere di t 
·which Anna had 2:ainccl, nor the :c-li~htcst wiid1 to 
clepri\·e her of it. Safo,ficd in her ow11 mind, hm,·­
CYcr, that Anna's feelings in rcr1lity mu~t be m:y 
thi;_1g but µlea:;ant, she r,oll~{lil t,; turn the c0m cr­
sation; for thou!1h she couid b;n c wiflwcl to mai--e 
Lady Susan rno~·c fully acquain ted \\ ith the mi­
serable situation of the .Atkins, that ~he miµht ren­
der them further ,issistancc Llw11 iL ":is at prc!-cnt 
in her power to do, she had but little concern 

r" .. 



~ • upon the subject, for she felt it ,voukl be a plea­

sure as soon as c,hc "·as able to administer to their 

11ccessities herself. That she should soon have it 

·1 in her po,n!r h> do so she had not the slightest 

doubt, as she was persuaded that L'ldy Susan would 

lo.-,c no time in putting it into Albert's power to 

repay the mouey she had lent. ~ or was she mis­

taken. Dming the course of the evening ,4-nna 

to')k an opportunity of telling her that the moment 

-j Albert had been left alone with her ladyship, she 

i' had presented him with a draft on her banker f;r 

o hundrccl pounds, telling him at the same time 

that it \\'as her intention to tlouble the sum for the 

fotmc which sh-~ hn.<l Litherto allowed him. He 

will get cash therefore, he tells me, tomonmv 

morn~ng, and ret)ay lll8 the money, for which he 

comidcr~ himself so 11rncl1 obliged. Bnt how much 

:more so would he be, <lid he know to wL0m he 

" 

really owes it! 
That 1 hope he will never know, ;cturncd Louisa 

earnestly; and you could not disoblige rne more 

than by telling him. 
The restraint is ::t pa1nful one, said Anna; but 

I would bear that a.nd twice as much rather than 

displease yott. 
Thus sure cf receiving her money the follov:,•ing 

day, Louisa commissionc<l Charles, who came t 

see them in the evening, to go the nc.· t morn in?; 

and desire i1r. Atkin to get a bed for his v..-:fe~, 

and clothe-; to cover the nakeJncss of his ch~~clreo, 

and order the accoi.~nt to be sent to h~r the n1m 11-
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ing after, ,;vhen she "·otdd settle j t. Charles 
undertook the business ,vith great pleasure, and 
promised to atte11d to it ·with punctuality. The 
consciousness of doing good threw a brilliancy 
into Louisa':; eyes, and f'pread a fascination O\er 
every thing she did and said, that rou<:.ccl Albert, 
spite of himself, from the gloomy train of thought 
in which he had been iuvolved. Can it be possible, 
thought he, ashe,\atched her beautifully \ar)ing 
countenance, that the eye which thus beams \\ ith 
intelligence can be lighted by a soul less celestially 
pure! Oh no! spotless I arn sure it is; and if its 
lightness approach to Yolatility, it is because it is 
unburdened by one of those grosser feelings which 
pertain to minds of a coarser mould. lt is irnpos­
siule that she should not bf' capable of warm and 
steady affections; an<l that they ha,·c not yet Leen 
excited, can 01ily arise from her not yet ha\'ing met 
,,:ith a being worthy of such a l>lrssi11g. Once, con­
tinued he y1:ith ,1 deep sigh, l had hoped tiwt it 
was my lir1ppine;:;s to h:n e gained at kasL a con- . 
~iderablc place i11 her u!lcctions, out 1 am not good 
enough to be admitted into so pure a region. \ ct 
oh! coul<l I e,er hope to obtain a place there, how 
gladly "·ould I deYotc e,ery moment of my future 
existence to acquire it! 

Albert, said Lad) Susan, rousing him from l1i:; 
reverie, one would imagine you hnd left your: heart 
behind you when you came to E.Jinln1rgh. 

Oh no! said Anna with an arch smile, it was 
here before him, and he j:3 come to find it. 

• I 
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Albert blushed, and Louisa stooped down to 

stroke Lady Susan's lap-dog. 
Then I am afraid, replied Albert, recollecting 

himself and endeavouring to speak with gaiety, l 

shall lose my labour, for 1 see no prospect of re-

co,·erin()' it. 
0 

In the course of the eYcning a card came from 

iri~s 1'Iachride, saying that Albert had promised 

her father to dine with him the following day and 

accompany lhcm in the evening to the theatre ; 

and as :;\lrs. G. would chaperone them, she hoped 

Anna and Louisa wonld join the party. 

Aml so I should wish you to do, my loves, said 

La<ly Susan. You have ncYer been out one even­

ing since you came, and I cannot think of your 

confinir1g yourselves so constantly with me. 

Louisa, though scarcely aulc to account to her­

self for it, felt that she haJ much rather stay at 

home. Lady Susan, howe\.er, would not admit of 

an objection, and it was therefore fixed that they 

should accept iVliss 1\'Iacbritle's im-·itation. 

The next morning Louisa felt a good deal sur­

prisell to find that Anna took no notice of the mo­

ney; yet, persuaded itwon1d he ready for her before 

she needed it on the follo,ving chi.y, she foreborc to 

give herself any serious concern about it. That 

Albert would fail in punctuality in repa.yincr his 

sister, she could not once imagine. Though n; cor­

dial interchange of feeling now subsisted between 

them, she neYer once entertained the slightest 

su~picion of the propriety of his actions or the ex~ 
N 



1.-JG 

cellence of his heart. "\Vith her esteem thus un­
shaken she called herscif to account for the uneasi­
ness she felt. She could not blame him for his par­
tiality to .Miss Jfo.cbride, yet i11 spite of her ut­
most efforts, she could not help feeling an i1win­
cible repugnance to witne~s it. The time or their 
going to the theatre, ho,, e, er, arri\·cd, and ~he had 
no alternative; but she determined to lea,·e hilll 
quite at liberty, and therefore attached herself en­
tirely to .J:Irs. G ., in whose conrnrsation she found 
a und of amuse111e11t: and though sbe sometimes · 
recollected that Albert was near he1, "i th ·whom 
she had e,·er Leen in the habit of exchanging her 
thoughts ,, ith the familiarity of a sister, yet <;:on­
vinced that his time was more agreeably occup~~d, she forbore to intrude her se11timc11ts upon him, or 
0nce by a single look to appear to lay claim to his notice. lt , . a.:s not long before the performance 
fixed her attention entirely upon the stage, and 
she followed tl1e interesting lt'.lrs. Henry Siddons, 
through the course of her pc1fonnru1ce in the 
Droh.en Sy,·orcl, with the most delighted intere~t. 
Cha1me~ with the beautiful and interesting little piece which was exhibiting before her, she hacLnot 
ousen-ed Albert leave the box, nor was she aware 
of his absence till she was attracted by Anna's in­
quiring of .i\fiss l\!Iacbride, i1ear \Yl10m lie had be::e11 sitting, what had become of her brother. That 
young lady explained that a note had been handed 
to him by one of the door-keeper:;, when he had 
imn1cdiately left the box, rnyir~g that he hoped to 
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be back in a fow minutes. The circumstance sur­
prised Louisa, and disturbed her more than she 
,vas "·illing to admit even to herself. An unac­
countable dread of its being some of his former 
dangerous companions " ·ho had seen him and 
sought to entice him again amongst them, took 
possession of her mind, and she sickened when 
she recollected that he was that day in possession 
of more money than he had for some time been 
master of, or pcrhnps than he had prudence to 
take care of. From this moment nothing that ·went 
fonvard had any interest for her: :Mrs. Siddons 
ceased to charm, or Julio's grief for the murder of 
his father to excite the slightest sympathy: e·ren 
at the last grand discovery of the murderer, when 
the sudden revulsion of feeling unbound the organs 
of speech, Louisa's head was turned "ith anximts 
inquiry to the door to see if it opened to admit the 
much ,\·ished-for Albert ;,-but no Albert arrirnd. 

At length the curtain dropped and the bnstle of 
preparing to leave the house commenced. Though 
dctcrm.ined not to utter ~ whisper of her suspi­
cionc., she looked at Anna to discover ,,·hether she 
labc,urcd under the same anxiety; but she could 
rc,~d no expression in her face in unison with her 
ow11 feelings, and she began to blame herself for 
the uneasiness she felt. .\.nna has more 1di<tJ.1C:e 
on Lim tlrnn l ha.Ye, thougLt she, and yet hmv in­
consistent is it of me to admit a doubt after the 
firm co1 fidcncc l hn,\ c hitherto possessc.xl? Lady 
S ur,an :\iddlc's 1..:arr~ngc,rric<l 1\c.mini \I 1ebrid .... , 

, , J 
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and roused Louisa from her re\·erie; for she had 
follm,Ted her companions without being conscious 
that they had got to the door of the theatre. ""\Ve 
"·ill set you don n first, said the admiral, as he 
handed Louisa ancl Anna in, and will then take 
the use of the carriage to co1wey l\Jrs. G. home. 
This was readily agreed to, and the ride home was 
occupied with conjectures about ,,·hat could have 
detained Albert, and regrets at his absence. Louisa 
alone was silent, for she could not bear to express 
anxiety, and to speak without it, to her who ,ras 
incapable of guile, "'\Yas impossible. Oh! how l 
,\ ish Lady Susan may be gone to bed, thought she, 
as the carriage stopped; and scarcely knowing 
,\·hat she did, she bid her companions good night, 
and then ha~teued up stairs, sometimes almost 
hoping as she went that Albert might perhaps be 
there before them. 

You see I ha,·e 'ffaited for you, said Lady Susan, 
smiling as they entered, that I might have the ac­
count of your night's amusement warm and glow­
ing as it must now be in your minds. But where 
is Albert? continued her ladyship: could he not 
prevail upon himself to lca\·e 1'liss ~1 acbride till 
he had seen her quite to hei own door? 

Oh! yes, ma'am, answered Anna, ,i·ith a voice 
quite free from concern; he left her very early in 
the evening; we haYe not sec11 any thing of him 
since the middle of the second act. 

Lou~;:,a cast a glance at Lady Susan, who remain­
ed silent after Anna had spoken, and reacl in her 
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countenance the same apprehensions which had 

taken posscs~1on of her own mir.d. 

Y mi seem much fati::;ued, :Miss Gram·ille, said 

i1rs. "\Vil::on: ,vill you give me lca:,e to recom-

men<l be<l to you ? 
Louirn's eyes thanked her for the advice, an<l 

taking a candle, whilst Anna followed her e:-.am­

ple, she" ishccl Lady Susan and her companion a 

good night, and hastened to her O\nl room. Hut 

though Louisa retired to bed, it was long before 

she could compose her m1ncl to rest: yet angry at 

h--:rsclf for the anxiety she felt, as proving a "ant 

-0f confidence in Albert's Yirtue, she struggled to 

!inbdue it; and after lifting her pure heart to that 

great Being, who alone could prcscn·e him from 

harm, she at length succcodcd and sunk into a 

gentle sleep. The rnrne painful and sickcnin~ 

co1,jcctmc.:,, h°',·c\·cr, re\ i, eel ,vith the morning'3 

dm•.rn, and she la:; restless and uneasy till the usD.al 

· time o~· rising, ,d1ea she hastened into the break­

fast room, rnrnctimcs hoping as she went she rnig:ht 

fincl him alreruly there before her: -but the hope 

was, ain. _\n<l though Anna in speaking of his 

ah:;ence expressed nothing out curiosity to know 

,vhat ha l detained him, cYery hour increased the 

an:"'idy of Louisa's mind. The lon~cr she consi­

dcrcl1, the more she was persuaded that impro­

priety of conduct could alone have prc\"cntcd hi~ 

either appca.ring himt,clf or sending n. note' to ac­

count for hi-- absence. His bclul\ iour therefore 

~ccmcd a coufmnation of all that had lJeforc bc~n 
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aileged against him, and consequently a proof of 
his having been guilty of the most shocking false­
hoods. Her distress of mind increased every hour 
as these reflections continued to gain ground, and 
she wandered about, unable to settle to any of her 
accustomed occupations, and incapable of turn­
ing her mind to any subject but one, and on that 
one she felt an invincible repugnance to express­
ing her sentiments. In this manner time passed 
on till the hour of Lady Susan's appearing, when 
she saw in the anxious expression of her face, as 
well as in her delicate silence, the similarity of their feelings. 

There ham been no tidings of the runaway yet, 
said Anna in a tone of gaiety, as soon as Lady 
Susan's chair "·as placed in its accustomed corner; I believe we shall l>e obliged to a(h ertise him as 
lost, stolen, or strayed. Louisa seems to be seized 
with the apprehension that some evil ha~ befallen 
him; but l cannot say (though l am d) ing n-ith 
curiosity to know what he is about) that I haYe 
the slightest doubt of his making his appearance in due time, safe and sound. 

Before any reply could be made, a sen-ant en­
tered the room and put a paper into Louisa's hand, 
saying _a person waited below for an ~nswer. As all LoL11sa's thouohts were cngro.;;secl by one sub-::, . . " ject only, she immediately concludecl It was som(,_ 
thiner frolll .Albert, and her countenance expre~sctl 
th,e ~heering hope-, which were immediately ~~-: 
cit'cd. Lad) Susan fixed her eye on her face a::i if 
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sure of rcadmg there, e,·en sooner than it could be 
comnrnnil ated by words, the expected tidings ; 
nod the next moment, a rnddcn start which Louisa 
gaYe confirmed, though it changed the nature of 
her expectations. 

Something Yery terrible hns lwppened to Albert! 
said Lady Sllsan in a Yoice ::,carcely articulate from 
agitation. 

Thii:- paper docs not bring any intelligence of 
him, ma'am, replied Louirn, in a tone scarcely 
more composed than her ladyship's. 

"\\
7 hatthenisamiss? mylO\c,asked. Lady Susan, 

rcco,·crino- herself a little at this as,mrance. 
Louis/ ,,·as silent; but her agitation became 

cx1.rcmc. 
Y cu mtLt not keep 1~1e in su~pensc, Louisa, 

conti11ucd -she, for I feel that I haYe not strength 
to hear it thi::, morning. 

A;:; ~he spoke, her Gdyship held out her hand to 
.Louis:l for th<' paper, which the agiLatcd girl 6U\'C 
bcr without seeming to kno,,· ,,·hat she did. 

l sec nothing here to c;iu.:;c uncasines~, s:lici 
Lad.' Suc.:,111, after :-:he had got on her spectacles 
and pe:ru~ccl the pa.per. 11 ere is clothing for six 
poor children, 4l. l Os. and a feather-bed, 3/. I am 
only afraid the bed is too cheap to be as soft a:; 
the poor invalid requires. I should ha,c been very 
glau to base bought these thinµ:s for them myself; 
but as you are beforeh:md with me, I will not 
attempt Lo deprive you of the pleasure. I am much 
pleased too that you haYe shown ·our anxiety to 
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pay for what you purchase immediately, by order­
ing the note to be sent to you ,vith a receipt to it. 
Go then, my lorn, and giYe the person vrho ,Yaits 
the money clirc>ctly. 

As she spoke, Lady Susan turned towards 
Louisa and held out the paper to return to her; 
hut on so doiug she "·as again stmck with the agi­
tation of Louisa's connte11ance. 

1Yhat is the matlcr, my dear Louisa? cried her 
lady:,hip in renewed alarm: Lhcre is something jn 
this bL1sincs-, that I cannot comprehend. Yon do 
not I am ::;ure, repent your iilJcrality to tbe:-se po r 
people? 

Oh no! cried Louisa "·ith emotion. 
How then am l to account for this extraordinnry 

agitation? You han' money enough I know. Loui.~a 
"-as f'-ilcnt.-L i~ pos,ible that this can be the came 
of your distress r said Lady Susan ,vith a look of 
extreme surprise. Have you spent the thirty pounds 
J ga,·e you a few davs ano. Loui;5a.'s look of distrc~s 

....... • J u 
wa5 all the answer that her ladyship could obtain. 
-The sum is so much more than you seem to ha,.-c 
had any occasion for in the time, continued her 
ladyship in a mil<l but anxious n:,ice, that 1. 5h0t.lcl 
not think I was doing my duty if l di<l nut require 
to know in what way it has been spent. TcU rn.e 
then, my dear, how this money has been dit:po~e<l 
of. Loui::-a pale ,,ith agony stood silent ancl mo­
tionless. To Sa/ how it happcnctl that she was thus 
·without money was impossible, as it wnuld arid 
additional guilt to the crimes of which .Albert wa -

L 
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already suspected: yet to incur suspicion of such 
unprincipled extravagance was unspeakable di­

stress to her strictly conscientious mind. Oh! 
thought she, I haYe often said I belieYed 1 should 

need another lesson to teach me prudence, and 
here is a seYere one indeed! "\Vhy did l not wait 

till the money was actually in my possession be­
fore 1 attempted to diq)ose of it? J do not req uirc 

an account of e\·ery pound, continued Lady Susa!1 
with kind encouragement, I only ,vish to know in 

what the principal pa.rt was spent; for such a sum 
cannot have escaped your memory so soon. I shall 

be obliged, added she after a pause,-her counte­
nance assuming an expression of greater scYerity 
though mingled with extreme distress on findiug 

Louisa still remained silent,-if you will not give 
me the required information, to conclude that it 

has been disposed of for some unworthy purpose. 

And oh! Louisa., said she in a tone which pierced 
the almost sinkin~ gi1 l to the heart, to be again 
disappointed in the fond hopes I had enter­
tained! Anna Yvho had hitherto been silent 
now came forward, and telling Louisa. she 

wi~hcd she had sooner been acquainted "·ith 
her want of monev, begrrecl now to be allowed 
t0 supply her. No! ·replic:rLady Susan, I will m.: ~ 
8elf pay what is ,nmted, for that is a t1 iHing part 
of the business. It is not becauc;c the mt,ncy i ~; 
gone that lam grie, ed, but that it has been S\.)Clit 

in a "·ay that Loni<-a i" ac,;hamecl to exphiin.-Ta1w 
the hill, .}lrs. \"\ ilson, coutinuctl her ladyship 111 

a tremulous \'oice, and di ::charge it inm1l·d ia tel) • 
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1frs. \Vilson left the room to execute the com4 

mission, but scarcely had closed the door when 
a scre::i m from Anna as she ran towards Lady 
Susan, drew Louisa's eyes to the same spot, an~l 
with unspeakable anguish she beheld her ladyship 
stretched back on her chair apparently lifeless. 

Oh! I h ;:n-e killed her! exclaimed Louisa, running 
to the bell and ringing it Yiolently; I haYc killed one 
of the best of human beings. :Mrs. \Yilson was soon 
summoned, and in her qpict methodical manner 
gave orders for Dr. G. to be sent for, as ,,·ell as for 
her ladyship to be conveyed to bed; for she imme­
diately cliscO\·erecl that it ·was a fit of a much more 
alanning nature than a mere fainting, with "·hich 
she had been seized. It was not long before Dr. G. 
arri,·ed, who ordered the proper applications, but 
gm·e little hope at the same time of their being of 
any essential seuicc. He said it vvas a fit of which 
her ladyship had long had symptoms; and though 
she might for a time be restored, it ·was not at all 
probable she ,voukl sun·i\ e jt many _days, and 
therefore ad,·ised that a summons should be im­
mediately sent oJffor ~fr. and :.\Irs. Granville. 

Louisa ,vith as steady a hand as she could com­
mand wrote a few hasty lines to her mother (with 
which a scrrnnt " ·as immediately dispatched), 
and then returned to the sick-chamber. A 
sliµ:ht ,vorh.ing of the muscles had now taken place, 
and her ktclyship had about half opened one of her 
eyes. She had besides shm, n signs of conscion5-
ness, though she had not yet been able to speak. But. 
what was the aifoctiouate Louisa's distress when 
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told by Dr. G. that as he understood she had by 

some means been the cause of the agitation which 

had brought the disorder to a crisis, he thought it 

ad viscablc that she should not place herself near the 

bed, lest the sight of her on the first return of re­

colle.ction should in an1 degrce recall the emotioris 

which had before proved ~oo much for her. Louisa 

sunk dmn1 on a chair near the door in an agony 

of distress at the idea that she must not be allovved 

to administer the tender offices of affection to a re­

lation ,vhom she so sincerely lm e<l and so highly 

Yenerated. I am so fallen in her esteem that they 

arc afraid the sight of rne may be too painful for 

her to bear, thought she as the starting tear niadc 

its "·ay down her cheek; and she is likely to quit 

the "·orld un<ler the distressing impression. Oh! 

Albert, what misery ha, e you brought both upon 

) ourself and me~ 
After aLout an hour's application of the means 

recommended by Dr. G. her lndyship so far re­

cm ercd as to open both her eyes, and to answer 

"Better" to the inquiries made of ho\v she felt her­

self.\\ hen Louisa heard the faint trcmblinrr sound 
" 

of her voice pronouncing the much wishcrl-fnr re-

ply, she was almo::;t o,crpowcrcd with her feclinu.:s 

of joy and gratitu<lc, and ::-inking <lown upon h~r 

knecc:. she uttered a silent though fc1 vent prayer of 

thar.kfu:ncss for tnis dawn of hope. Anna, "·hCI 

had stood rathC:'r too 1111.u.:h behinJ one of the cu1-

ta.ins to be observed by her lad) ship, 111Jw put hcr­

sclfforwanl an<l l\ .. ceiYed ,, i.-i.int -;111ih.: of i.lLknm,·-· 
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1cch1;cmcnt from the pallid features \Yhich almost 
refused to gi-..e a sign of that intelligence they once 
w strongly cxpres:-,ed. After looking at Anna, .i\lrs. 
"\Vilson thought Lady Susan seemed to turn her 
<'ye as if in anxious search of something else; ancl 
h.indly anxious to reliern Louisa from her cruel 
restn;int, she said, Does your ladyship wish to see 
..\ l i --s G ra1willc? \ \ -e lurre kept her back for fear 
the :::eight of so many should be too much for you: 
but I ffill bricg her if you \\-i:,h it. " Bring her," 
,vas Lady Susan's faint reply; and ::\lrs. \\Tilson 
immediately left the bedside, and requesting Louisa 
to compo.-;e her countenance and not gi,e way to 
any emotion that might excite agitation in the in­
\ alid, she led her forn-ard. Gladly "-ould Loui::a 
ha,...: knelt down before her ,eneralJle relation, and 
1.~lltrcalccl to be restored to the esteem she so highly 
, alucd arnl still dcsen cd; Lut a,Yare of the danger 
ofcalling forth any painful r<:>collcctions, she chc~k­
ed en'lJ selfish impulse, and bcntm er the bed with 
r.!1 nnxiou:-; but tranquil C')Untcn,,nr·e. The same 
faint smile was cast upon her that • \nna had re­
cei,·ed; and :i.\Irs. \ Vilson thought her ladyship 
fixed her eye particulc.1rly on the traces of tears 
,d1ich\\·ere so -risible on Louis.-i'sface; but as the 
sight did not seem to call forth any painful emo­
tion, she rejoiced that they had been obscned. 

In a few minutes Lady Susan sunk into a sleep 
~n which she remained for a considerable time, and 
when ~he awoke again she spoke both . more di­
stinctly and with a stronger Yo ice; and Dr. G. re• 
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turning about the same time, he ordered her some 
proper nourishment, which she took, ancl for about 
half an hour appeared considerably better. It was 
not long however before she sunk into another 
deep sleep, or rather a sort of stupor, from which 
her physician woukl gladly have had her ronsed, 
but every effort was ineffectual. .An apprehension 
that she would go off in that way, which Dr. G. 
~eemed to think probable, kept them in a state of 
the utmost anxiety the whole of the evening and 
~ucceeding night. At length however she again 
opened her eyes, and in a few minutes after seemed 
to recover her recollection. This close attention -
Y\'ill be too much for you al1, said she in a much 
more distinct Yoice than she had yet spoken, and 
looking alternately at Louisa and Anna, who stood 
at each side of her bed chafing the pa hns of her 
hands, and at :;\J rs. "\Yilrnn who was stationed at 
the foot performing the same oHice to the soles of 
her feet. 

Nothing ·will be too much if we can remove 
your disorder, sa.itl Louisa. 

:i.\1 y cJisor<ler, said her la<l yshi p shaking her head, 
is old age, and cannot be cured. 

You are better hm,,evcr, returned Louisa with 
tenderness, for you speak almost like yourself again. 
But this gleam of animation was not oflong con­
tinuance, for she had already done all her strength 
would allow, and in a short time she sunk again to 
s\ecp. In these alternations of life and death she 
continued till a boul the middle of the Eecond night; 
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when she at length appeared to be sunk in a more 
natural sleep; a11d Dr. G. gave it as his opinion 
that she was in a more fa:rnurablc way than she 
had yet been ; and her ·ffatchful attendants began 
to feel svme faint hope of being repai<l for thei.r 
care L>y seeing her restored to health: but from 
Dr. G. they could obtn.in ,-ery little encuuragement 
for such expectations. Anna, ,,-ho had observed 
Louisa. change colour several times in the course 
of a very short pcricd, nm,-proposed that she should 
retire for a few hours and endeasour to get a little 
sleep, and .i\Irs. \Vilson strongly seconded the prn­
posai, urging to her the impossibility of her beating 
up much longer under such continued agitation of 
mind, an<l withouL refre3hment of ail) kind: for 
.Jlis. \\-ilson had ob~'.erved that whilsL\nna kept 
up her strength by ta~ing her usual <1uantity of 
food, Lonisa had scarcely L>ccn able to ta<;te any 
thin~-. Arter lJ,.:in<r reminded that in Lady Sus .. m:s 

~ 0 -

present state she could rencler her no scrrice, :md 
being a"isnred that :;he should be called the mo­
mcn t any chan~c took place either for the better or 
·worse, she ut 1cn!_!th co1~scnted to retire. 

Had) Oll P0t bc·tcr follO\v nli:;s Gran ville\, ex­
ample, J.\Iis:s Cleveland? said :;\ire;. \ YJson as ::;0011 

a~ Loui::;a -was go11e: for J nhnson you know can 
sit up a11cl be within call if I should ::,tancl in need 
of a :1sistancc. 

I· o, indeed, replied Am.a, I am sure I am the 
st1ongcst or the , ·hole set, aud only \\".titc<l i~Jr 
Louisrt's bc11w CJU t of hcarin

0
ff before I made; the 
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proposal for you to go likc,\·i::;c. I am not i11 the 
least fatigued, and will sit up till Lady Suc;an 
awakes, ,lt all m·ents; so that you, who l sec arc 
cscccdingl.) unwell, had much !Jetter take the ad .. 
vice JOU ha,ejust gi,en. 

l\1rs. "\Vilson made som8 resistance, lw t Anna 
becoming extremely urgent she consented to go 
and lie do,,Tn on a couch which stood in ct small 
dressing-room acl1oiuing, and said she should leaxc 
t11e door betn-een the tvvo apartments a little o

1
)en, 

that she might hear the moment she was ,vanted. 
Anna ,,,.·as now left sole attendant on her dyi11g re­
lative, the person t~ who"'c death sbe had ~o long 
looked as the most important circumstance ,,,-hich 
could befall hcr:-elf: for by it must be determined 
in a great dc½rcc, how far her inorcliua.Le lo\·e of 
money was likely to be gratified. Duriug the time 
that she had been engaged in attending upon her 
aunt her mind had been occupied with conjec­
tun~s as to the probable result of the impending 
event; for now when it appeared to be so nearly 
approachiug, Anna began to feel exceedingly un­
certain how far Lady Susan's fa,·ourablc inten­
tions to\\·ards her had been fuHiilecl. That she 
should rec8iYc a legacy, and en'n a handsome one, 
she had not the : lightest doubt; yet she tlattered 
herself thathacl Lndy•Su ~an the pmrnr at present 
of disposing of her property, it would be likely to 
be many thousands in her faYour. 'o"·, howc., er, 
that wn--. 11ot likely CYt ' r to he the ca::-(~. The "'1 >ark 
of lifr \\·as nearly c.xtiugui heel, anc.l Dr. G. had 
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girnn it as hi;, opinion that it would ne, er be re­
vived. This unlooked-for illness had also dcstrovcd 
all her hopes about the draft which had so l~ng 

occupied her mind and excited such high expec­
tations. Should Lady Susan die without having 
had her faculties sutliciently restured to dispose of 

this money as she hacl intended, which was now 
more than merely probable, all advantage from it 
to her must be lost for ever: it would go with the 
rest of her property to the residuary legatee, vvho 

;-;he hacl not the slightest doubt would be ~lrs. 
Urnnville. This vvas a painful and bitter thought, 
and added douule poignancy to her own individual 
loss. The extent of that loss she felt an almost in­
sHpportable anxiety to know. A thousand times 
had her eyes in the course of t11e day '\'andered to 
the cscrutoire vd1ich contained the important pa­
per, and pondered on the possibility of obtainiDg a 
sight of it. She saw that the little basket in which 
Lady Su:=:an kept her keys was placed on a table 
near her bedside, and she felt persuaded that if she 
could pre, ail upon Louisa and l\lrs. \Yilson to 

lcav1· her to keep '"atch l>y herself, she should have 
nu <iJihculty in gratit) ing her curiosity. The lock 
'1 c· 1-ncw \\'a~ one of the easiest possible, and 
t11 ·nccl without the slighe::st noise, so that ,~ere 
J .. 1dy Susan even avvake she was sure she might 
, cnture to open it, as the thick damask curtain.. 

\\ c,ultl preYcnt her ladyship from seeing, and it was 
1 qqally impossible tha.t she coul<l hear. Her plan:, 
li;1d now succeeded to a degree beyond her highest 
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expectations; Lottisa had rctircrl) ;, ml.Mrs. 1Nii.,o:l 

had come into her proposal of en le 1.vourin~ too'.>­

tai_1 a little repose with much greater rca<lincs:5 tbn.n 

she dclfc<l to hope. As to Lady Susan herself, she 

lay wrnpped in a profound sleep, so that the road 

seemed perfectly smooth and easy. Nothing more 

,vas necessary bllt to give 1\lrs. "\ \~ilson time to 

get soundly asleep; and by ,Yay of amusement, 

whilst obliged to \\·ait, she took out of her pocket a, 

letter from her mother, which she had received 

the day Lady Susan was taken ill, to read on:r 

again. This letter, howe\·er, seemed only to 111-

crease her anxiety for the projected undertaki11g; 

and c;carccly ,vaiting till she had read to the encl, 

she laid it cl0\n1, and taking up the candle went first 

of all into the clre'-~ing-room, both to ~ee "helher 

the door which led to the staircase -,vas quite fa~t, 

that no one might be able to come upon ber be­

fore she was a,vare, aacl to be able to judge how 

near :i\lrs. ,vilson was to that state of forgctfol­

n~ss in which she \Yished to sec her. The lloor 

,,·as securely hasped; and to her infinite su1 prise 

and delight ·.Mrs. \ \'ilson appeared as sound asleev 

as Lady ~nsan herself. \\ ithout a. moment's loss 

of time, therefore, she hasten eel into the other room 

for the key. She haJ ahntys been in the habit of 

looking at this little instrument of security with too 

. much interest not to be able immediately to select 

it. '\\rith a lif.Sht, and a.s steady a step ~s the rer­

turhation of her spirits would permit, she pro­

ceeded to the cscrutoirc, and unlocking it di::;co-
0 3 



vcred in an in~tant the gold cl,l3ped pocket-L0ok, 
i11 ,d1icl1 she knew the pa1)er she sou<rht was de-

- 0 posited. On opening the book the object of her 
search was immediately before her; but what was 
her wonder and astonishment to find the amount 
of it to Le 110 less a sum than 10,000/., which she 
read both in iigures and letter., before she coul<l be 
sure ;-::he was not mistaken. llcre then was a sum 
,·.:hich in itself ,·.-ould ha, e made her independent, 
a ucl set her above all f11 turc anxiety. And this was 
trJ be resigncd-rc::;i~ned too, to a Grnm ille ! \ Vas 
tlieJ:c no pos~i blc way in ,vhich this e\·il could be 
.'.lvoiclcd. One alternatiYc there certainly ,ras, 
though it was :1 bold expedient; yet npon a second 
glance the danger seemed tu diminish. Latly Su­
':i an's recovery c,·en so far ns to recollect her former 
intention respc..--ctin3· this paper was highly impro­
l)able; and in that case no 011c knew of it except­
ing l\'lrs. \Vilson and Loaisa, for she ,,·as certain 
there \\'as no mention made of it in ;:my of Lady 
Sw~an's accounts. Slw~ild it e\·er occur to Mr:;. 
\Vilson to sp8ak of it to 1ir. (;ranville there was 
not likely tu be rnuch inquiry made about it, w; 
Lo11isa had been the person employed to ckpo.:it 
it in the cscrntoire; she, therefore, was the ac­
countable person, if it were not fonn<l there. If 
011 the other hand Lady Susan should come to her 
iccollection and determine upon disposing of it; 
sliould it not be found when soug-ht for, on whom 
must the suspicion fall? "'\Vith much greater speed 
tban they can be recounted, these ideas shot acro:-s 
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her mind, anJ her determination was taken. \Vith 
a trembling hand and palpitating heart she folded 
the paper, depo::ited it iu her bosom; and replacing 
the pocket-book in exactly the rnme spot where 
she had found it, she had just turned the lock of 
the escrutoire, and taken the key out, when she 
heard the further door of the dressing-room open, 
and some person enter. ,"\'hat ,vas to be done? It 
,,,as impossible she could get back to the table to 
replace the key in the basket before the person, 
vvhoerer it was, \\·oukl be in the room. \ \ ' ith a 
presence of mi11d which the urgency of the case 
demanded, she blew out the caudle; and fortn­
natelyl for her present situa.tiou, the manner in 
which her mind had been engrossed had camccl 
her to negkct stirring tlie fire, so that iL scarcely 
emitted a ray of light. She then in as cornpo--ed a 
voice as she could a::--stunc, inc1uircd who ,ms 
ihere. 

It is I, replied Lonisa. But how does it happen 
you ai I' in the dark ? 

I ha\'e chanced to sn1df out the candle, a11-
5wercd Anna, ancl wa.s mal.ing my wny <iut Lo get 
it lightc<l again, for l di<l not like to ring the bell 
lest it shoulcl give yon alarm. 

I will go and l>ring you a light, sai<l LOliisa, for 
I 1cft one in my own morn: and away she "·cnt. 

This was the most fortunate arrangement that 
could have been made, ,is it gave Anna time to 
feel her way to the basket and replace the key, and 
get again into the middie of the floor, waiting with 



lG-1 

the candle in her hand fo,· Loui:,a·~ appcar;incc 
with tl1c light, who soon returned. 

\~

7 hy did you get up ngc.1in so ~uo;1? asked Anna; 
you can be no better for so sh.wt a sleep ! 

I m,·oke ·with a clistre5~i11Q; dream, replied 
Lonisa, and preferrt;d getting up to ruuning the 
risk of another of the same kind. And lam glad 
f haYe clone so, continued c:hc, as she loukcd in 
Anna's face, ~.-,·hose checks "·ere blanched with 
agitation, for she wcis quite f-iick ,,·ith the recol­
lection ot the narron· escape she had had. You 
are completely 0Ycrpo11·erccl, my clear Ann::i, aucl 
must real]_':' take your turi1 to get a lialc ;·cpo:,e. 

I shdl not attempt to sleep, nu . ..,wcred 11m1a, Cor 
I am •;urc it "·ould be inefic('tual; hut I y,·ill rrr, and 
,vash mysclt~ and change my dress, ,rhic;li ,~ill re­
frc .-,h me a little. I fhc.111 be brick again in a few 
minnte~, aclclccl she, as ~he left the room; for it 
would be folly for 1111..' to atkm pt to sleep n-hii ,t 
m\· mind is in c;uch a stak of anxiet·,. To the 
tr~tth of th~-; a;:;sertion, Louisa's 0\',11 ·fc(;lin:2:s }Jtlt 
too readily assented, for such had he found to be 
the c<1.sc "ith herself. }'or a fl'\V moments tired 
na~:tre had sunk into forgctfulrn.:,:;s; but no :,onner 
he-tel reason _given the reins to imagination, than 
tLe imat;c of Albert presented itselt~ sun :-iunded 
by dark clesigninr; swindlers, wl o seeme1l to he 
leading him on c\·en against his inc!inctt1m1. SLe 
callec.l to him, i.U1d he looi:c<l round a yJ , "• Pwrl 
desirous of c01~_ing back to hrr: but tl1f' f --:.d~ L_,, 
whom he ,vas :3utrouud3d, dragbcd him 01 ,, · 'i, 
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a grin cif malicious exultation. Distracted at their 
succc$::;, she turned away, and beheld on the other 
side of her Lacly Susan's lifeless form, over v.,hich 
her mother vv·as \Vccping a:id accusing her daugh­
ter of being her murderer. She started up in in­
supportable agony, and hastened down stair::1, 
afraid to tru3t herself again to sleep, lest the same 
frightful images should recur to her. And is it not 
likely to be the same in reality! thought she, as ~he 
paced the floor after Anna had quitted the room. 
\Vill my mother not look upon me as the cause of 
her death, ,vhen she hears the circumstance::- of 
the attad. ;-and must I not either Lear the smpi­
cion or expose the unhappy deluded .Albert? By 
,vay of 3topping the painfulcurrent of her thought~, 
she went again to the bed-side, where she had al­
ready often been to watch the sleep of the Lelovcd 
invalid. Just as she approached, Lady Susan 
opened her eyes. Louisa, my love, said she in a 
clear distinct voice, are you still ·watching me? 

I am ody just come, ans\n~red Louisa, her 
heart throbbing ,vith pleasure to hear her aunt 
speak so much like herself; I have been in bed, 
and had some sleep. And I hope you arc better 
for yours, adde<l she, t::1king hold of Lady Sui.. 
san's hand in the most aHectionate manner. 

I feel my powers of articulation much improv­
ed, returned her ladyf-hip; but l am like an cx.­
p~ring taper, which re\i\"C.'S c,ci-y now and then 
for a short time, I.mt will soon be totally extin­
guished. ~J y term of life, hq·vc,·er, ha,~ been a 
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very fu1l one; and I 1mm much, ,-ery much, to be 
grateful f0r. There is one blessing more, added 
she after a considerable pause,-if it were not 
presumption, after ha,·ing recei,·ed such countless 
mercies, to ask for another,-it is to see your 
dear mother, my o,Yn Louisa. 

Louisa eagerly informed her of the dispatch 
which had been sent off for her father and mo­
ther a ,·ery few hours after she was taken ill, and 
that she 'ffas in hopes they might be ·with them by 
the cveniug of the following day; and only re­
gretted that Caroline and 1\Ir. Sinclair had left 
\Voodlands, ·which rendered it impossible that 
they could come also, as she was sure it would 
haYe been their ,,·ish to do. 

Then perhaps my life may be spared to see 
them, replied her ladyship, a benignant smile il­
lurninine: her ;:cnerable countenance. 

Loui;a now ofiere<l some nourishment, which 
,vas taken with great apparent ~atisfaction; and 
~lie appeared much strengthened by it. She aftcr­
"\\·ards began to make inquiries about ~Irs. '\ Vil­
son an<l Anna, and expressed great pleasure at 
hcari1w that the former was l\·i1w down on the 0 • .::, 

couch. She must not be disturbed, said she, even 
to know that I am better ; ancl I hope "-hen Anna 
comes I shall be able to persuade her to go and 
get a little sleep likewise.-\ Vhat is that paper, my 
love? continued she, looking at :.fr::i. Clcn:: lanrl's 
kttcr, which 'i.nna in her agitation had forg0Lto1, 
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and which lay unfolded on a table opposite to 

the bed. 
Louisa went to the table, and took up the paper. 

It is a letter, ma'am. l•'rom my aunt Cleveland 

to Anna, added she, as she tmned the back and 

looked at the superscription. 1 suppose Anna has 

been reading it" hibt she sat alone, and after­

ward forgotten it. 
1 have often been struck, said Lady Susan, 

with the secrecy which Anna has always main­
tained about her mother's letters. I should like 

to know what is in it. Come and sit down on my 

bed side, arnl read it to me. 
Forgive me, ma'am, said Louisa, embarrassed: 

it is uot my own letter, so that I have no autho­

ritv to read it. 
-But surely I can give you authority: I certainly 

rt1ay take the liberty of reading a letter that is thus 

carelessly left about. 
I pretend not to question your right, Lndy Su­

san, said Loui~a in a. firm though modest tone; 

but that right can certainly not extend to me. 
Louisa, remonstrated her ladyship in a ~c-

1ious voice, not umningled with displcasurc,­
it is no idle curiosity ·which induces me to 
,vish to know the contents of this letter. You 
know it is not lih.ely that many more hours ,vill 
l,e allm ·cd me in this world; and I feel it my 
duty, a. long a~ life remains, to do all in my power 
to become acquainted with the character::, uf tho::;e 

among~t ,vhom 1 lca,e the _,vc.alth ,, ith whi~h 
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ProYiclencc haf, intrusted me. I feel persuaded, 
from ,\ h~t I h,we observed of Anna's conduct, 
that she is cith~r uncommonly amiable or most 
shockingly the contrary : which of the two it is, 
I believe that letter \\·otd<l determine; ancl on that 
account ? ~one I \\·i sh you to rea<l it. 

Jmpossible, my clear aunt: 1 c:mnot do it. 
Do you "ish again to displease me, Louisa? 

asked her ladyship, fixing her eyes upon Louisa's 
face. 

Oh no! cried the agitateJ but conscientious 
girl, ·whilst the tears streamed clown her face. 
1 ·ot for the world Yvoul<l l displease you, if I 
could avoid it by what l c1ic.l not think wrong; 
for it is impossible to tell ~d1at I have already 
sufforecl from ha Ying incurred your disapprobation. 

Y ct, if my suspicions be well founded, this let­
ter may be the means of exonerating you. \Vill 
you not let me enjoy the happincs.::, therefore, ue­
fore it is too late, of having you re::;torccl to my 
confidence ? or, must I think that you shrink from 
examination ? 

Dearly as I value ) our good opinion, and 
,~.1retched as I have been at the loss of it, crjed 
Loui~a,-sinking on her knees at the side of the 
bc<l,-.J cannot, I dare not, a ,·oid it by doing what 
would be a reproach to me for the rest of my lifo. 
But, added shc,-rccollecliug herself and rising a~ 
she spol'i:c,-l will go and seek Anna, that she 
m~y ('ither reacl it lo you hcr3clf, or give me nu­
thori l) to do !?o. 
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\Vere Anna to read the letter herself, replied 
Lady Susan, I should not be any more satisfied 
than I am at present. If she be capable of cln­
plici ty at all, she may easily deceive me in the 
reading of the letter. I hav-e no doubt she ·would 
appear Yery ready to read it; but I could not be 
SL,rc that she did it faithfully . 

.. ,1s your ladyship is already suspicious, said 
Louisa, you will easily be able to determine ,-.;;he­
ther she reads it or only pretends to do so. Allow 
me, therefore, to go and bring her. 

J\s Louisa spoke she hastened out of the room, 
~till holding the lw.lf:..opencd letter in her hand. 
, Vhilst she entered the dressing-room by one door, 
Anna appeared coming in at the other. Here, 
Anna, said she, holding out the letter as she spoke, 
-here is a letter which Ladv Susan ,vishes to 
ha\ c read to her; I ,vas just c~ming in search of 
:rou, that you might read it. 

J\ ot for the world would I ha Ye her to hear it, 
cried Anna, taking the letter and imme<liatciy 
tearing it to pieces. l-Icre, T\1rs. "\Vibon, added 
she, turning to that lady, \Yho had just ri~en from 
the couch,-be so good as put it into the first fire 
you come to. As she spoke she placed the lcttc!·, 
which she had torn into narrow shreds, in 1\1 rs. 
\Vilson's hand. The best moue of with~tandini.t 
t<'mptation is to keep out of the way of it, con­
tiimcd she; so I rnay 110,v, I th~nk, Yenture to ap~ 
pear before her lady~ hip. 

Anna ha.J .scJ.rccls time to collect her thot1 6hts 
1> 
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so as to determine what to say to Lady Susan, be­
fore she found herself at her bed-side.-I wi'sh 
you to do me the fa,·our to read your mother':; 
letter to me, said her ladyship as soon as she saw 
Anna, I have taken a strange fancy to hear it. 

The fear, replied .,\.1111a, that a \\ ish to oblige 
you, my dear Lady Susan, might tempt me to do 
what I should aftcnYards repent, has i11duced me 
to putit out ofmy0\n1 pm,·cr altogether. I destroy­
ed the letter as soon as e,·er Louic:a gave it to nw. 

And ,,·ere you not afraid of incurring a dijplca­
sure which might be of scriou::; importance to 
you? asked Lady Snsau. 

I \\ .. u; intlcccl,repliccl _,\nna with a look of great 
concern: but I could not think of doing what 
was wrong, for the sake of avoiding even Lady Su­
san's displeasure. 

Thi:, i:, ,cry strnnge, criecl her ladyship. How 
am I to come at the truth? 1Vhcrc each performs 
hr:r part so "·ell, Hmv am I to discO\·er the mere 
actqr? 

,\ nna's ha\ ing courage to destroy the letter 
when she knew she ·wi:,hed to hear its contents,. 
lwd Leen entirely unlooked for by Lady Susan. 
She h 1d imagined that Anna might endeavour to 
deceive her in the reading of it, and c,-en carry 
on the deception so v-cll that there \\·ould be 110 
pr).5'::iibility of her discm·ering it : but that she 
should have courage both to destroy the letter and 
<:-o openly avow that she had done so, completely 
l,c\\'ilJcrcd all her ladyship's preconceived opi-
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nions; and she lay quite at a loss wha'!:judgemcnt 
to form. Conjectures ancl uncertainties, ho\\'cver, 
were too much for her ,veak state; and soon oYer­
powerecl her so much, that she again foll into one 
of those sleeps which seemed more like the ex­
tinction of being than the wholesome repose of 
nature. 

Louisa, as soon as sbe found Lady Susan and 
Anna had ceased speaking, returned to her station 
by her bed-side, to watch with anxious solicitude 
lest the vital spark should he altogether extin­
guished ,d1ilst they imagined that she only slept. 
The certainty that she had aotccl with honourable 
and conscientious firmness was a sweet and sooth­
ing idea to the amiable girl, which supported her 
under every paintul reflection. And though she 
saw a relation whom she lm·ed and Ycneratecl on 
the point of expiring ·with clll her former suspi­
cions on her mind, she felt a s,Ycct satisfaction 
from the recollection of her own 1JC .. hm·iour. There 
is a time, thought :,he, when the trnth ,, ill be 
made known, and my ,vhole heart will be seen as 
it is. Till then, clear \·enerahle Lady Susan, I 
must wait to be reinstated in your highly Yaluecl 
opinion.-~lournful and sad, but " ·ith a more 
placid and tranquil mind tlrnn she had felt since 
the time of Albert's absenting himself, she sat 
·watching the fcehlc signs of lite which appeared 
in the extended form before her. 

But bow different \\·as the ~ituation of J\nna's 
mind! Conscious :::he had that within which "'he 

P2 
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,vou!d not for the world should be discm cred, , lie 
-wa~ continually on the ala~m lest any one should . 
have come to the knowledge of more than she in­
tended them to kno-w. She shrunk, she could 
not tell why, from :i\Irs. ·n :"ilson':; obseITation; for 
she found sometning particularly painful in her 
earnest and penetrating gaze. Y ct when that laJy 
had been some time out of the room, she be­
came still more uneasv to know the reawn of her 
being so unusually l;ng absent. "\Vhy she was 
thus uneasy she could scarcely expla;n to herself: 
for it was not at all probable that l'lfrs. ·vVibon 
<> •1 ~crtained the sli~htest suspicion of what had 
that morning occurred; or if she did, it was 
c ·p:nlly unlikely that she ,voulcl be alJle to ascer­
tam the fact. There had ahrnys, Lowever, been 
o. dread upon Anna's mind with respect to her; 
for there ·was a keell though :,ilent sort of observa­
tion c1bout that lady, which she felt wdl aware was 
Ekeiy to be r:quch more dangerous than that of those 
\\·ho ob.ruded themselves more Uj_)Ol1 the at~cn­
tion. She recollected many inst;:inces \\·hen }J rs. 
"\Vilson had been in the room ffithout her ha, iug 
been consciou:: of it, and consequently not upon 
her guard against ob~en·ation. Still, ho,.,.·ever, she 
cncka,·oured to sat:~f,; herself with the reflection, 
that should Mrs. \\-·ilso11 ewn entertain su::pi­
cions, unlc.'-s she could pro,·c them also,-which 
she believed ,.-ou!d b~ impossible,-she could do 
her little injury. 

Hour .i{ter ·honr passe<l on in this wa:·: aud 
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L:1.dy Susan remained in nearly the same statr,-­
tbough Louisa ha.<l lJcgnn to hope that there was 
more the appearance or natural sleep in her pre­
sent statc,-"·hen about ten o'clock a serYant 
entered the room to inform Louisa she\\ as want­
ed,· and on her o·oi1w inlo the drcssi1w-roorn die 

b o b 

aLlclcd that it ,,·as ~lr. Clc\·cb.nd ,\ho wishc<l to 

speak ,Yith her. 
'\Vith a palpitating heart Louisa proceeded into 

the breakfast-room. But how different \\·as the 
Louisa which now appeared before Albert, to the 
one whom he had been accustomed to see ! The 

gay, light, el::tstic trip, wa"i exchanged for a step 
·which, though urged on by a11xicty, was weak 
and trembling from extreme agitation. Her check 
was robbed of its colour by want of sleep and 

constant watching; and her eyes," hic.h had been 
"·ont to throw around their b1i~ht Hashes of ra­

diance like the dancing rciic2tiou of a mirror 
"h1ch is mo\cc.l alJ<'ut in the sun, ":ere 110w 

hml?;nid and i-;piri tlcss, ancl :'txcJ thcmscl \ cs 
upon Albert's face with a look cf the most intense 

anxietv. 
\\ ith eager solicitude Albert inquired after 

Lady Susan, and hcarc.1 with unfeigned concern 
the doubtful state in which she lay; then fis.ing 
his eyes upon his cousin, he cried with a look of 
the most affectionate sympathy, How ill you look! 
llow much you must have suffered since I left 

you! 
Oh, Albert! ~aid Louisa, her \'Oicc tren:bling 
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,vith emotion; what must we not have suffered, 
both on your account and lady Susan's? 

On mine! \Vere you under any anxiety about 
me? Did Auna not receiYe a. note on \'Our return 

J 

from the theatre, to suy that I was called to at-
tend the death-bed of a friend? 

Xever! replied Louisa. If it had been deli­
vered, ho\\' much distress might it haH; ~,ffc<l ! 

..:-\tbert then explained that he had gi, cn it to ::i. 

sen ant at the: inn where it ,vas written, tu send 
by a, porter~ but the comrnis.sion it seemed had 
Jx:cn neglected. I am now come, howe\-cr, to 
clear Gp all mystc1 ies, and restore myself, [ 
Lope, to your good opinion, saicl Albert ,, ith a 
:-mile which Loui~u rccogaizecl as more like the 
mitnrnl rxprcs3ion of his countenance than any 
she had ercr obsened since liis arrival in Edin­
burgh. I haYC brought a letter for Ladj su~an, 
continued he, which "·ill l trust reinstate me in 
her esteem: but if yon have patience to hear 
rather a long story, I will gi \'C you a foll er ex plan a­
t ion tlrnn it will be necessary to tronblc her Indy~ 
ship with.-Albcrt then procecclccl to gi, c in a 
br:ef rn:-,nner what is here more folly related. 

Soon after his arrival in Edinburgh, Lady Su­
~an introduced him to a young man of the name 
of ClaYering, a distant relation of her ladyship':::, 
,md an orphan, \\·horn she had juc.::t fitted out for 
,t \oyage to lndia, ·whither he ,Yas going with the 
intention of practising as a surgcon.-The young 
men soon became very sociable; for they mutu-
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r11ly ac1mired each other's talents, and hr.<l ~:.rent 

pleasure in each other's rncicty. l~ut it \\:lS not 
lmw hcforc Albert ,,·,1s struck with the idea of 

the~c hcin<~ c:omclhi1w about his new com1)anion 
,.... 0 

that he was anxions to c:oncea.l, and was almost 

inclinc(l to suspect him of some improprict1 of 
< onclnct; but as he could never satisfy hi1rn:elf 
th:1t he had sufficient grounds for these suspicion:3, 

he al,, a) s endca\'onred to "banish them as soon a~. 

pm,:-ilJlc. 
One' (•Ycninrr, whi1st Albert f;at with Ladv Su­

san, ('la, erin~ came in and informed her ·1ad,;­
ship, that H'- 'i1e found it would be necessary tor 
him to join hi-; "'hip Yery ':-iOon, he had dctermi.1ed 
to ~o in a. ..:.mack which" as to ,ail from Leith the 

foll~, vin~ daY, and had therefm·e come to take his 
lca\'e. ~;\llJ~rt oh:::cr\'cd on Lady Susan'<; bidding 

him guud bye, that :-:he made him a prG!3enc, and 

rejoiced at the circumstance : for he hau come 
to the decision, ct3 the most fm·ouralJle mode of 

accounting for the peculiarity of Clavering's rnan­

ll"r, that he mu~t la1,our under pecuniary embar­

rns-sment, which he hope;d this money would ser\'e 

to rcmo,·e. 
They left Lad:· Susai1's hou~c together, _t\l­

bcrt declaring, as soon as they got out, that he 

would accompany Clavcring to his lodgings, and 

spend the rest of the c,ening ,Yith him. It "·as 
not lon£?;, howc,·cr, before he discon·red in his 
compa1;ion an e\'idcnt anxiety to <.:?:Ct rid of him; 

whilst a something, he ~carcely knew what, in-
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duccd Albert to determine not to leave bun: ancl 
they wandered along se,·cral streets without seem­
ing to know whither they were going.-At length 
Cla\'ering made a full stop. Cleveland, said he, 
Did you ever try your fortune at billiards ? 

I ha...-e often played to try my skill, but never 
lll y fortune. 

Suppose, then, you make the first attempt now. 
l-lere is a billiard table at hand. 

1'. ot for the "·orld, answered Albert. ). or 5hal1 
you, Cla,e1ing, if I can pre,·ent it. You are not 
sufficiently master of yourself tonight for any 
thing of the kind. 

1\ ot master of my~elf ! cried Clavering, colour­
ing with anger. "\\ hy should I not be master of 

. myself~ pray? 
The reason I cannot pretend to tell, answered 

Albert calmly: I only answer to the fact. But 
I should suppose, your being on the eve of de-· 
parturc for ~o long a time might suBicicntly ac­
count for your agitation. 

Oh! I sec how it is, ans,Ycrcd his compnnion 
contcmptuow:ly; you want to worm my i::ccrct 
out of me, to serve your mn1 noble ends. I know 
the , irtucs of the ClcYcland farnily. I h'.l,·c already 
enjoyed the adrnntagc of your mother nnd sister's 
:,en ices; and now, I suppose, I am to have the 
b~nefit of ;ours. 

lfowcvcr my mother ancl <;istcr may lrnxe erred, 
ans,vcred Albert,-who felt but too conscious 
that they had indeed used means to check !,ady 
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su~an\ growing partiality to tbic. jOllng ·man,­
you must not suspect me ,Yithout a trial; for I 
never hare nor ever ,vill in_iure you. 

The air of sincerity and kindneas with which 
Albert spoke, made its way to Clavering's heart. 
-I am a lost man, unless some unlooked-for good 
fortune come to me, replied he; and if I must 
fall, it signifies little whether I fall by your hand 
or another's. I will trust you, therefore, if you 
,vill promise nc,·er to beh·ay me. 

That I do most solemnly, returned Albert. If 
I can serve you, I will do it most gladly; but 
ne,·er, never will I injnre you. 

I win trust you, said Cla,·cring, seeming to make 
a seYere effort. ,v alk along this street, and I will 
tell you all. Know then, continued he, as they 
·went forward,-for they had been too earnest in 
conversation to move before from the spot where 
they first stopped,-Know then, that I am a 
ruined man, unless I can this night gain enougl1 
to extricate me from my difficulties. A run of ill 
luck ha-, plunged me over head and ears in debt. 
Besides debts c,f hononr, a thousand others prc~s 
upon me; for, I am ashamed to say, all the 1TID­

ney that I ha, c had from Lady Susan has gone 
towards discharging tho.sc of the former kind. I 
had hopecl that perliaps her partin!.!; present might 
he suf}iL•ient to cle:1.r all amw ·, bat she onl'-' <T,1\·c 

• _T :::, 

u~ two hundred pounds, and I owe fo c.-Cnlc~s 
t11' -.: night ~flt>dld bri!);:~ me bnttcr luck, therefor~, 
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the whole busrncss must be exposed to Lady Su­
sau, and I dished for lifo. 

You surely ·ffould not attempt, said Albert, to 
seek in the same dangerous course ·which has pro­
duced the eYil, to find a cure. 

There is nothing else for me, replied the other: It is now kill or cure! 
""\Ve must make the cure certain, and neYcr 

think of killing, returned Albert. Let us go to 
your lodgings, and talk the matter en-er quietly. 

It needs no talking m-cr, said Cla,·ering; the 
billiard-table must settle it one \\-av or other. 

I will say nothing more on the su l~cct, returned 
Albert, dragging hirn along, till\\ e arc in your own r0om. 

'\Vhcn they got there, Albert addressed him in 
a serious and impressiYc manner, an\:ious to make 
him sensible of the dangerous and destructive vice 
to Yvhiclt he was yielding; and then told him that, 
proYided he could put his creditors off for a few 
days to gi\·e him time to get money from London, 
he had three hundrcll pounds "·hich should be at his service. 

Eagerly ,Yas the proposal embraced; Clarnr­
ing declaring that he had only propo<,cd going the 
follo"·ing clay by way of procuring Lady Susan's 
parting gift, ,d1ich he had hoped would have been 
sufficient to clear all off :-Though in truth it was 
an unreasonable expectation, added he; for :,;he 
has already done a thousand times more thau l 
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deserve. He then added, that he should, with the 
two hundred pounds he had, pay off the most ur­
gent of his creditors; and making some excuse to 
his patroness for his protracted stay, would wait 
·with great satisfaction till the arrival of Albert's 
money. But what security can I ofrer you, my 
dear Cleveland? said he. 

Your promise never to gamble any more, re­
plied _\.lbert earnestly. That security I shall deem 
amply sufficient. 

You arc a noble fellow; and I only wish I may 
be able to prove myself worthy of your generous 
efforts to saYc me. But I dare not give my pro­
mise. I can rely on yours; yet I am afraid to 
trust my m,Tn. 

In due time Albert rccei,·cd his money from 
London, and immediately transferred it to Cla­
Yering; inwardly rejoicing at thus having it in his 
power to make amends for the injury ·which his 
mother and c;ister had sought todo him, and which 
was as repugnant to his nature as it was congenial 
·with theirs. 

Albert ,vas a good deal surprised, howc\ er, to 
find that from this time Clm ering ne,er talked of 
going a·wa.y. Ile told Lady Susan that he had 
found his presence in London was not necessary 
so soon as he had imagined ; and a strong suspi­
cion haunted Albert's miml that the infatuated 
young man was not yet cured of his dangerous 
propensity. He enclea\ ourcd to keep a ,vatch 
O\Cr him as much a3 possible; but at this Cla-

• 
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H:~ring pretended to he very indignant, sayin~ he 
:;uppc1,cJ l1is bt.:ing his <lebtor appeared to 1\lbcrt 
.to give him a right tu assume a control mer his 
~ctiuns; but lie ho1,ed he should :::oun hare the sn­
tisfacti ... m of being released from such thrnlclom. 
Al bcrt, ho-n:e\.·er, ,vas too confident of the purity 
of his °'vn intentions to be di vertecl from hi:; pur­
pose by such reflections ; and he still contim1cd 
to \Vatch °'·er him, thot-1gh he endeavoured to do 
it in a manner as little oflensi, c to Clavering's ir­
ritalile temper as ,vas pos~ible. 

One evcuiug they JJJet together in a htrgc party 
at J\J r. ~inclair\; an<l Albert remarked tliat Cla­
vering seemed to take little intcre~t i,n the amu~c­
mcnts that ·were going forward. Being himscH~ 
however, c11gng(•d in dm1ciug, a considerable ti1ne 
elapsed _ Lefore he noticed that Clnvering had 
made his escripc. Confalcnt of the puq)Ose of 
his going, ..Albsrt immediately dete, mined to fol­
lov-<' him ; and therefore lrn.:-tenecl without lc,~:s (lf 
tjme to the house at , .. hich he had stopped the 
11ight ·when he had bid his secret open to him. 
Contrary to bis cxpectatio11s, Claveriug ,ms I1()t 
there, though .,\lbcrt could not help strongly 
sur::pectir~g tlw.t be had been a ware of his npproach, 
and liac1 concealed himself for the purpose (1f es­
ca ping detection. He sought for him in :-;e\'eral 
other hou~es of the same description, hut to no 
purpose; till at length, \\·cary or· t:,c ~earch, :md 
findin6 it now too late to join the party again :.'It 
I\'.Tr. Sinclaitt-, he returned horn,·, thougl ~til! c~-
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tremely uneasy about the fate of his imprudent 
friend. 

The follmving morning Clavering appeared 
at an e::irly hour; and the moment he came in, 
placing a note for a hundred pounds before J .. 1-
bert,-Here sir, said he, is one-third of the debt 
with which I am encumbered; and I hope it ·will 
not be long before I have the happiness to return 
the remainder. 

Clavering, replied Albert, a slight flush of in­
digt1ation passing over his cheek, I shall take no 
notice of this behaviour, though conscious it is so 
different from \ovhat I deserve. You must cxcme 
me, however, taking this money; for I would not, 
by receiving what has been acquired in the ,vay 
that I know this has been, be the means of in­
ducing you to take the same mode of discharging 
the whole of your debt. 

vVhat ! c.ried Clavering; will you not allow 
me to release myself whilst I am able? Are you 
c~eterrnined to keep me under you, that you may 
retain the power of tormenting? Am I still to be 
subject to a keeper, and th:1t too of a boy not : et 
of age? 

As he said this, he looked at Albert v:i:h ~n 
expression of the most ineffable conter,:ipt. But 
the generous young nnu was alike unmoved bv . 
his scorn or his anger, and ste-:,J:1.ily refu:.:ed tq t,ih-e 
the money, dccla.rinp; tliat he never would be pa1d. 
till he was !,Ure the money he rccci\·c<l h~,<l b:..!Cll 

gained ,11 an Lonourablc manner. 
Q, 



E11raged at his obstinacy, Cla·.errng rushed 
from him; and it was seYeral days before he ~aw 
any thing of him again. Obsen-ing in the nci\'s­
paper, however, one day, that the ~hip in \d1ich 
Clavering's passage had been engaged and paid '' 
for was expected to sail in tlw course of a few 
days, Albert hastened to his looging:s to inform 
him of the circumstance, lest he him~elf should 
not have noticed it. He "\",·as not at home; nor 
could he obtain any information where to Jind him. 
He inquired of the people of the house, whether 
they had heard him express any intention of lca,·­
ing Edinburgh in the course of a clay or lwo. 
They had not; and Albert Y\•a:; therefore ·rnore 
anxious than ever to see him. It w,1s then abc•ut 
nine o'clock; he called again at twehc, but Cla­
vering was 1,ot returned. Be ,vent to the old 
suspected Sl)ot, but ,-.·as LOld he " tas not there. l le 
therefore returned horne, ,,.rith the determination 
of being with him in the morning before he should 
get out. 

At six o' cicck he proceeded to his lodging"•, not 
doubting but he thcr, should be sure to find him. 
Still, however, he had not appea::ed ; and, con­
vinced that nothing but the gaming-table could 
have detained him, he again hastened thither, de­
termined to make his way to the spot ,vhcre be 
expected to find him with greater caution than he 
had hitherto done.-But the same danger of being 
oooerved 110 longer existed. Cla,cring, his pas­
sions inflamed with the businei,s of the night, in ' •II 
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•Nhich he ba<l experienced n. run of i:.l ~t•.ck, ,Va5 
incapaLlc of seeing or hearing any thing but tbe 
011e single object \\ hich engrossed his whole so.ul; 
nor \'. a'3 iL till Albert pLcccl hi3 hand on L'.s 
d1ouldcr thnt he was conscious of his presence. 

Aware of his state of mind, .Albert informed 
him of his errand in the gentlest and most soothing 
tone. Bnt what.are the gentlest words in the ears 
of tl mad-man? 'Firing at the idea of Albert's wish 
to ~O\ em him, he fell into the most violent rage. 
Albert cnde::1Youred to remonstrate; but remon­
strance ,yas rain. At length, pro-raked beyond 
further enJurance at his insolent conduct, and 
hopeless of being of ser\'ice, he was obliged to 
le:.wc him; though he could not do so without feel­
ing extreme concern at the certain rnin which was 
impending over hi1~. 

But Albert could not rest long without go1ng 
again to lool· after this unfonunate being ; anc,, 
to his infinite surprise, he found him not only rv 

turnE:~l to his loclgrngs, but perfectly restnre<l to 
his senses. 

l-; it poss.·ble, cried he as Albert entered t:1e 
ro,;m, that ym, c::i.n think of coming near me ,1~;'lir:? 
I las en~n nw sc::rndakms inrrratitudc not Lee11 ~ L 
licit:nt to ·~u-bdue the hcnl -.~knee of YOl'r nature? 

( }lt, Clc·:el::u1d ! I ar.:1 llP'.'.01' 1J1y 0f this gcn.crut·-; 
c:,rc. 

· 1 • ot, if 1 cuuld :ave you b) it, shmil<l I think a 
thou--an.J tiinc..; more too mu,·h, replied the genc­
rn1:~ 1\ lbrrt, ,I, 

1:~+t:•d ~q •'Ce the :rn~,f'>\ ,,cl t-.ta~e 

Q '.?. 
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of ClaYermg's mind. And now I begm to hope 
my eflorts will not prove ineffectual. 

l\ o, they shall not be lost! You shall not go 
unre\,~arded for such exemplary goodness ! I 
thought Iliad ,vorn you out ,vhen yon left me this 
morning ; and though I had been so ungraJeful 
for the blessing \'vhibt it remained in my posses­
sion, no sooner did 1 believe that it \Yas lost to 
me for ever, than all the horrors of remorse as­
sailed me at the enormities of my conduct. l lcft 
the ensnaring spot immediately after; and I ha\ e 
just taken a vow, ClC\·cland, ,vhich in your pre­
sence I now repeat, that I will never more enter 
its dangerous precincts. 

And you will set off immediately for the ship? 
said Albert, his countenance beaming "ith plea­
sure. 

If the power of going still be ,Yi thin my reach. 
But of thul lam doubtful; for my debts are mt!ch 
grenter than my means of paying. 

They now entered into an cxarninati(Jl1 of l:i-; 
atfa.ii .:3; , ·nen it appe:1!-cd, that (sPtti11!! aside the 
gm:1blrng debts, "hich Albert declared his de­
tenn111at1on to disregard till C1ave1i1Jg had other 
means or discharging them,) sixty pounds hv_ild 
set him clear, and enable him to proceed to Lon­
ci011 in.1mediately. This the iibernlity of Lady Su­
san put it in Albeds power to advance. 

PromisiDg, therefore, to pay all the demands 
upon him, though c0nscious that by so doin6· he 
~hould subjec.t himself to great embarra.,:-ment for 
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some time, he nrgcd Clavering to prepare for set­

ting off that afternoon by the mail, as no time was 

to be lost. \Vith the most cheerful alacrity he as­

sisted him in pncking up; taking upon himself 

tbc arrangement of every thing that required any 

forethought or c;.;1Bideration, for which the agita­

t"ton of Clavcring's mind co1'1pletely incapacitated 

hi1r. ~\11 was re,tdy for his cbparture time cnoug,h 

to dl.Jw him to go an<l Lid Lady Susan adieu, 

'.·h~\.hcr Albert accom0aniecl him, and then p,:o-· 

ccL,icd with him to the coach.-1 can scarcciy 

exoC:'ct you to depend on my resolution, said Ck­

._ t:r!ng as they approachcJ the coach-oRice ; I 

;·.h1-·t trust the~·cforc to time, to convince you that 

' . 1 an; smcere.-
~ hd you promised for yourself in the first ~n-

~thncc, returned Alucrt, L.11ig-ht now have doubted 

you : hut thi:~ is the f:r:3t pr'omise I have ever re­

ce· v0ll; and on it 1 ~\:~ly dcper. 1.--Thc coach was 

ready for scttin~ off; and :-:ha.king .. \..lbert cordially 

hy the kwd, Cl2.,·cr:.ng mounLell on the top, anu. 

was s0011 out uf :::~ht. 
}'rom that time' Clavcring y1:as no more heard 

of. The JYtpcrs of the thy mentioned the c:.ailing 

of the Indiarnan; hut no letter from Clavering 

announc-e<.l hi;; dep::riturc. Lady Susan often ,,:on­

{le:.-cd that he 11·td not ·wi·ittcn ; Lut, concluding 

rhat i11 the h.tste of s&iiing he had left his letter in 

char~e with some one who had forgotten to for­

"\\,·ard it, the truttcr "-as dropt, and she ga\'e up 

all idea of hc~ring from him before that time 

• Q. 3 



tweh·emonth, wi11ch was as soon a~ a letter could 
arn ve from India. 

Albert, too, wondered mu.ch at never hearing 
from him; but having no better ,vay of account­
ing for his silence than that which Lady Susan 
had adopted, he was obliged, like her, to be satis­
fied with it. Nothing but the noble integrity of 
his O\\:n heart could have made amends to Albert 
for the painful suspicions in which his conduct to­
wards Clavering soon afterwards involved him: 
hut he trusted to the omni potent power of inno­
~en-.:e and virtue to restore him to her lady::d1ip's 
good opinion; and in the mean time felt the most 
delightful satisfaction in having rescued the name 
of Claxcring from the stigma which Clavering had 
with but too much justice attached to it. 

The evening on which they were at the thc.a­
tre, a note, as ::.\Iiss ::\lacbricle had said, was de ... 
livered to him. It ,vas merely a few hasty linc_s 
written in pencil, to say that a perrnn wished to 
speak with him at the Hoyal .f--lotel.-He imme­
diately obeyed the summons, curious to know the 
occasion of it; yet not doubting that he shouid 
soon be at liberty-to return to his party. 

On arri,ing there, howe,er, he found a gentle­
man who iufonn<"d him that he came from l\l r. 
Edward Clavering, who ,,·as lying at that time in 
an inn o'1e stage from Glasgow, on the poi1~t of 
<lcath, if not alrPacly dead. His agony of rni11d 
seemed so greflt, said the gentleman, at the idea 
of not being able to reach Edinburgh, where hy 
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tll1Llcrstoocl you were, th.1t I o.A:erctl to p~st for\\ ard 
as fast as possible, and send you in the sanH:J 
manner back. I inq uircd at Lady Susan lVlcl­
villc's for you, as directed ; and finding you vvcre 
at the theatre, I took the li\Jcrty of sending thither 
for you, as there is no time to be lost, if you are 
to 8ee him ali rn ; for the surgeon \\-as of opinion 
when I left, that t\,·ckc hours ,11,·cre almost the UL­

most that he could be expected to fo·e. · 
It is unnecessary to say that Albert lost no time: 

but finding the gentleman had ordered a postchai:::c 
to be ready for him, he merely staid to ,vrite a few 
hasty lines to .Anna, to account for his absence; 
,d1ich he left in charge ,vith a y\·aitcr (but which 
as we have seen was never delivered), and imme­
diately set off. A few hours brought him to the bed­
side of the expiring Clavering, who seemed to h:.-:xe 
struggled against death itself in his anxiety to see 
him; and as Albert approached, his eyes, which 
had become glazed with death, once more brigl:.t­
ened with animation. He stretched forth his hand 
with a feeble effort :-I knew you would come, 
said he, speaking with great difficulty; an<l I am 
not disappointed. 

The laboured manner in which he spoke made 
it difficult for Albert to understand him. He 
made out, however, that finding on his arri\.al in 
London that the vessel had sailed a few hours be­
fore, he had been so struck with remorse and de­
spair that a violent illness had ensued, which had 
confined l:im for many weeks: that on hi~ recG• 
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\•ery, beirig anxious to keep the circumstance from 
Lady Susan's knmy]edge, and bcin!?,- ashamed to 
mnke his :-ituation known to Albert, lest it shoul<l 
appear a further claim upon his services, he de­
tcrinincd not to write to either, but endeaxour as 
so0n as po"sible to get a situation in ·which he 
could proriJe for him,elf. It ·was not long before 
he got into a merchantman, an<l was in hopes tli:it 
the change of climate and sea voyage ·\\"ould rc­
esta l,lish his health. But the hope ,vas min: lie 
lingererl. on bct\\·ccn life and death; and nt length 
"·as obliged to leaYe the vessel at the Cape, · r1d 
take his i_>:."lssage in another, bonnd for Li\ eq:r)uJ. 
By the time of his arrival at that place, his rcrn:­
plaint (which was on his liver, and ha,~ been ~n­
crcased by the a6i tation ,md anxiety of 11 ~:- m:11u,) 
had got to such a height that hew::-.:; s~~.:-cdy aG:e 
to be lnovcd. He determined to !"cmain at the 
h,)ll~~ of a relation ,vhom he hacl 111 Li·,c '}X,ul, 
till he coukl learn where Albert C!(!\·eland was to 
be found, to s(;e ,,·hom was the most nnxiouc; 
'"-·ish of hi<. heart. On inquiring f<11· thi::i relati.:m, 
however, he found he had lJeen ue:-id sOmt.; ni...mths, 
an<l had left the whole of his p10pcrty, which was 
very con~iderable, to hi~11.-Cbrcrin~'s impa"..i­
ence to '-CC Albert was c,nly increased by this cir­
cum:-tancc; but lww to find him "·as ·a ser!ous 
difficulty. By a fortunate accident, h0"·c\c'r, he 
discoYerecl that :\frs. Clcvela11d hadju<-t come on:r 
froE1 Du hlin to Liverpool. Gratitude · .. nd aJfoc­
t;,,D for itc son --,ercamc his reluctance to see the 
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mother; and he sent a rcspeC'tfol note, 1.le:c:crihing 

his situation, and requesting the favmtr of her to 

call upon him. His request was immediately 

complied with: and ~n the course of conYersation 

Clavering discovered, with extrcr,1c snrpri::-c and 

coi,stcrnation, that Albert had labo•irccl for some 

time under Lc1.dy ~usan'::3 displeasure, on account 

0f being sn~pected of having s-q uau<.h'rcd his 

money at the gaming-tab\:-! ; ~-s h.e had expended 

a larger sum than \\'as likely in any other yvay to 

have been disposed of. Clavcring made few re­

rnarks';to ~'lrs. Cle\-eland on the subject; for the 

feelings which could lead her to expo~e the sup­

posed vices of her son, renewed ali his former con­

tempt for h("r character: hut l1is anxiety to make 

~1memls to his i1~urcd and bcncrous friend, by ex­

plaining to her ladyship the 1eal stale of the case, 

~cemed for a time to gi vc him renew(_ d strength. 

l le took shipping ror Greenock, as the easiest 

mode of tnselling; but fo i-t took care to lea Ye in 

the hauch of a respectable attorney such papers 

;-is were best calculated to fulfil his "ishes, pro­

vided he should ne,er arriw:; at his journey's end. 

On landing at Grecnock he p-·"reeded towards 

Edinburgh; and had got one sta6e beyond Glas-

9;0\\·, when Le bccnmf so alarmingly ill that it ,yn'-'> 

impossi l.ile for him to proceed : and his distressiu(~ 

.... ituation, and extrenH'' anxiety of mi11<l, so excitc11 

the compa::ision of a gentleman at the inn "he1 ,'. 

h~ stopped, that he undertook, as has been rc-1atcn, 

t<J he his mef::~engcr to Alucrt. 
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.And 110\V, said ClaYerin2·, after h:wi1vr in cfo-• ~ 0 
Jointed sentcnt:,cs giYcn _..\!bert the substanrv or 
v:hat ha ju:-t bet>li explained-and now l b,n e 
accornpli::-hccl my cud : I lrnsc seer; you! I li:.i \ ' C 

the happiness to tell you, that l have prescn ~cl 
my oath im iohtc; and that I release you, grate­
fully rel<'a ·c you, from your,. llere is a letter fr~r 
you; ancl another for Lady Susan, added he after 
a long paL~sc>, in ,d1ich he strugjle<l ,·iolently for 
breath. Dt 1n·er her lad_yship's with your own 
hands: and 111cl\- GoJ reward you. and frmri,·c • • , v me! .. 1s he uttered die last word, his eyes closed; 
and gi,·ing 1\lbcrL1s irn:nd a feeble presmrc, he 
expired without a groan. 

EYents had rnccccded each other ~o rn111cll:,, 
tlwt :\1 bcrt could ,carccly believe himself ,n,·,tkc, 
as he stood contemplzi.ting the lifeless corpse be­
fore him. Poor Clavering ! said he; few arc pos­
scs::ecl of ~o many amiable and brilliant talents ns 
adorned thy mind. The wagt of early educntion, 
v,·hich would have t~ll';ht thee to curb and regu­
!a Le thy strong passions, has alone destroyed 
thee! 

On opcnjng his letter, Albert found to hi infi-
1.irc surprise that Cla,·ering had left to him thB 
,\·hole of the property which had devoh·ccl to him 
hy the dc~th of his relation; only rc'qttC!tmg hi1d 
ta pay out of it t!1e debts of honuur which !tL· 
cwcrl. To ,.,·hom, ::=aid he in hi~ lett<.r. cou:d l 
gi·,:e it, w:,ere I ai~1 so much obligrd ~ · fn "; .. H 
hauc:s could [ deposit it, w;1P.re it \Yill be so n• ,b!j 
t:~cu ?-The circumstance of its being rit a:1 inn in­
c ucc-.1 .Aibcrt Lo hasten the ii1·crn1cut of the !Jock 
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, fter "·hich he immeuiately returned to Edin­

burgh. 
l ha Ye now, 1 hope, said he, as he finished his 

little rn.;rrati\e, cleared mpelf from all doubt and 

su::;picion. And Louisa I trust will no longer lo,_,k 

<JU me with coldness. 
That I ha, e ne, er done, ans,\·ered Louisa; nor 

did 1 e, er, till after you disappcarC'd from the 

theatre, know ,\ hat it ,\·as to suspect or doubt. 

\ r hat then was the cause of your l>eing so m:.-

kin<l? 
\ Vas I eYer nnkin<l? asked Loui!:a with surprise. 

1 ha, e thought you so, e, er since I came tu 

Edinburgh. 1lorc particular11 so that night at the 

the,ttle. 
Could it be unls.inJ to ler:l.Ye you to l\liss ~Jac-

Lrid" ? 
Dear Loui:aa ! ,-rh'lt is 1liss i\l acbride to me 

in co111pari::011 \\1 ith yuu? 
( thought, ~aid Loui .s a. ingenuously and " ·1th 

[l/ ec1t --irnpli1.·ity, that ~iiss ~lacbridc was more to 

) , JLt tl an :1 ll the world together. 

\n<l ''- as this idea, a•,ketl Atbert eagerly, the 

<-a.use of your giYing her the scarf? 

\\'hat scarf=' 1 do not und~t~tand \\'hat -.;ou 

mean.-Albert "as silent ,·:ith surpr1".-e; fo:- · the 

truth in an instant Hashed ,tcross :1is :~ 1i.Ld. Oh, it 

is only nonsense, said he, atlei.gth recov ering h; m­

sclf; and is not ,vorth talking about. 

Loui~a was equally rea<ly \o drop the su11ject, 

tur ihc t1·uth had been brought to hGr min~ abo 
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by .i\.lbert's manner; m-;.d therefore she engeriy 
said, I ,,·ill go and see ho·w Lady Susan is. Oh I 
I hope it is not too late for her to hear the joyful 
intelligence !-"\\-ith a diflerent step from that with 
which she had left it, did Louisa now return to 
Lady Su;:.an's apartment. Her iadyship had just 
revived a ::;hort time before she entered; and thot.gh 
still weaker seemed perfectly collected, and spoke 
lvith her usual ease. Your countenance bespeaks 
some joyful intelligence, Louisa, said she. Are 
your father and mother aITive<l? 

No, ma'am, but I hope it ·will not be long be­
fore we see them. .And in the mean time 1 have 
to announce another stranger.-.Albert is returned. 

And retmned with honour I am sure, by your 
countenance. 

He is indeed, replied L~uisa almost breathless 
with delight; an<l only waits for your permission 
to come and giYe an account of himself. 

Let him come directly, returned her ladyship, 
for it mav be soon too late. 

::Hrs. vVilson here interposed, and insisted that 
the invalid should haxe some nourishment; and 
whilst she vvas recei,·ing it, Louisa prepared the 
way, by informing her of the de?th of Ed,rnrd 
Cln.vering, whose last moments Albert had been 
called avray to attend; and explained to her as 
briefly as possible the reason of t!rnt young man's 
being in Englan<l lvhen she thought he was in India. 
This done, her ladyship b_egged that J\thert mirrht 

l A 1 • l ? be called; and he anc nm1 (,n10 n~u goi:e t, , 

1 • 

j, 
If 
'. 

r r 



IIJJ 

1,.,, 
],• 

welcome him as S')On as Louisa had announced 

his arrival) soon after entered the room. 
Albert, said Lady Susan as he ha<l approached 

her l.:cc.l-sidc, weak and fading as my mind is, it 

anticipates all that I am to hear; Edward Cla­
Yering was the--She paused from weakness, 

and Albert held out the.letter which he had to de­

li, er to her. "\Y ho will read i. t to me? vV ho can 

l ask to read it to me? added she, looking at each 

of the young people by turns. 
I believe 1 shall be best able, said Nlrs. vVil-

son, coming forward. 
Take it then, replied Lady Susan, and read so 

that all rn ay hear. 
i1rs. "\"V~lson took the letter ; and opening the 

seal, read as follow~, in a distinct voice : 

Dear 1'Iadam, 

I thank HcaYen that 1 haYe, before I <
1 :e, the 

opportunity of correcting a mistake, of ~.v:1ich I 

haYe been unknowingly the cau.;e. The mo­

ney which it seems you beEe•:cd to have been 
,vasted in a manner so exceptionable by Albert, 

my generous and noble friend, \'Vas indeed sc 

,vasted-but not by him. His soul is too pure for 
the society of gamesters, his vie,11,•s too just for the 

gams they pursue. They ,•.-ere my debts which 

were discharged; and in generously securing me, 

it appears he has injured himself. Farewell, m~­
dam : re&torc him to your esteem ; :-ou mt,.f · ~ 

R 
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dou1ly conYincecl of his worth.--~f y prayer for 

your \Yelfare and his, is nearls tL,:; last effort ot~ 

Dear madam, 

l our penitent and grateful sen-ant, 

EDWARD C:r.,.A VERING. 

Poor Edward! ::mid Lady Susan as .Mrs. \Vil­

sun finished n:ading the lctt.er: "\Vhat a pity that 

such talents should haYe Leen so dest1·oycd ! But 

,...-hat amends can -f ma~e to you, my de:-i.r boy? 

added she, looking nt Albert with the mo;:;t all~ic­

ticn•ite expression of Cthmtenance. 
I need nothing, saicl _\..lbert, but that look, to 

ctn11 pensate for all. 
You have alrc:H.ly enjoyed a reward far beyond 

any that I can bestow, returned her la<lyship, in 

the applause of your own hearl. Yet it is my duty 

to add my testimony likewise. There is a paper 

i11 that desk: I once had a different purpose for 

it; btit I am unable to dctcrn1in8 on the propriety 

of n:y former intention. It shall therefore be yonr:-:; 

a•:d then I can have no doubt of its being well Lc­

stowed. ?tfr:;. \Vilson, "ill you bring it here: 

But lVIrs. vVilson had left the room just .i::; 

½er lad ysb p had begun to speak of the pa11cr. 

· Then, Loui8a, my love, rou clepo::;iterl it; wiE you 

bring it to me again? 
Hlit½ a ready step Louisa went to tl1 c ha:::ket 

·for the .:cy, and, opeuing tLc 2;;crut :rL, touk out 

the poc~-et-book: bupYus much wrpri~ed, 011 un-

r;: 
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clas-ping it, to find the paper no longer there . ..-:'up­

posing, however, that it had been remo,·cd "-ith­

out Lady Susan's recollccti11g lhc circumstance, 

she went to the bed to inform her that the papcf 

was not to be found. 
That is extraordinary! replied her ladyship. 

Arc you certain you pnt it carefrtlly by, as 1 di­

rected you? 
rerfectly crrtain, 1T1.a'u.m, :;:;,.id Louisa ,Yith a 

firm Meady, oice. I put it iuto this case, at.lded 

she, holding up the pocket-book as she spoke. 

Perhaps .i\lrs. \Vifson may l1avc rcmo, eel it uu­

knmvn t0 your ladyship, s~id Anna, cndeavourin~ 

to speak with composure: but her Yoicc trembled 

in spite of her utmost efforts. 
1'1rs. \\-ilson is never in the habit of inter­

fering with my papers without my knO\vle<lgs. 

Call her, however, and let her help to look 

fot it.-Albert hastened to bring }\[rs. ,\Til­

son, an<l immediately retuh1ed with her. :Mrs. 

·,A ilson, continued Lady Su~an as her friend 

approached the bed, the· draft which l. .. ouisa put 

into that po2kct-b0ok .i l>out a fortnight ago is no 

longer there-Can you account for its cfoap­

pearancc? 
I will assi::t you in ~C'C'l.ing for it by and b:·, re-

plied ~.lrs. " Tilson in ::1 tone ot i11difierence which 

aswnishcd Loui;;a; bnt at pr(¾ent I have other 

business on my mind. l\lr. ,.,len·land's character 

is not )et quite ckarcJ: there is still aaotbu :=:u­

spicion rc:;ting upon him.-A lhert tnrnccl to '.\·i t5. 

\Vilson as she :.::poke, with a look of calm :::teady 
R2 
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inquiry: Louisa started; and Anna, trembling 
,\·itliin, encleavourcd to look compuscd. 

Your lady,hip, co.1tinued :ivlrs. "\Vilson with 
great compoture and ,vithout appea1 ing to take 
11otice of any of their looks, ,vas very desirous this 
morning <)f he:1 ring a letter read ; and much clis­
plea'-ed with 1\fiss Gramille for rcfusi11g to read it 
to you. 11 iss Cle,.,elancl, too, was equally unwilling 
to o bligc yon, n.nd tea1 ing the paper in 1,iccc"', 
ga\·e 1t to me to put into the fire as she ,vent to 
obe1 your ladyship's summon:c:. I, 11m,:ever, was 
more a.1xious to gratifr your ctaiositv. I therefore 
detenrnncd to examine the tattered f;·agmcnts. l t 
is not much of the ,vritirw that I ha\'~-bccn ,~hlc 

::, 

to preselTe; for pasting it on another paper has 
destroyed it on one ::iide. Enough, however, re­
maim to account for ~✓Iiss Gram·ille's being so 
soon without moi:e_y, after yo,ll' hdyship's liuera­
E~v to liu. 

~Lou:sa ~;eemecl almost faintin£Y. Oh! 1\-Ir~. 
V/ibo:1, sai<l she; ,d1y would )~;Jll re\iYc that 
pa.:!!fu! :m bject ? Let it drop, I cntrcu t you ! 

I 6.m \'ery sorry to cli:-;tress you, my <lcar i\Ii-<; 
Grnnviile, said ~1r--. "\"Vil"-on gently yet steadily: 
t 1t justice must be done. ,Vill your lndy~hip 
; ;;•e me lea,·e to read ,d1at I havc,)rcsen cd oi 
1'\Irs. Clc\Ycland'.5 letter? 

Cert,1inly, replierl Lady Su.:;,rn 111 a faint voice; 
and I hope the importance of the occa:=-io11 wiil 
e:-::cusc the li bert\· we take.-~lr::s., Vi Ison then 
1 'ad tbP f9llowing word"': 

"l am delighted with your plan ofhecping back 
the thi1 ty pound::; which Luui;:;a ad\·;.uH.:ed to briug 

'-
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Albert to Edinburgh. It will have the doubic 

effoct of thrnwing Louisa into diil1culties for want 

of money (for it is vain to hope her o·.vn impru­

dence would do it), and it will, by Rl1c~king her 

confidence in Albert, make her less Lind to h1m; 

v .. ·hich I hope will wean his a!foctions, and induce 

him to turn with more attention to Mi~"> :'.\1 ?C­

bridc. There is no doubt it would lie the best 

:t;l1ing for him that c1>11ld happe;1 ; and he wii1, 

I HPI sure, th:~nk us for it aft,~r the romantic en-

1.hu;,in.sm of one-and-twenty is over. If you ac­

complish this crnl, m:· l1car Anna, yon will have 

made ~lmplc amends to him. for the anonymous 

letter you wrote to La.dy Susan, whan he clre\'i 

the money out or the Bank. It iF very painful to 

have these unpleasant things to do, lmt they arc 

sometimes unavoidable; and when sud1 irnporl­

;:.nt objects ,ire to be obtained, they rnu"t he sub­

mi ttcd to. There ic:; not the slightest chrngcr of 

Louisa's making a disclosure. She, wl~o when a 

m(.:rc child could pr' ~n ·~ s0 inviobbly the secrN 

<.,f : our 1rn.vin6 taken the medal ,.,h1ch she w,is 

punished for losing, will ncn:·r as a ,,·oman attempt 

t0 clear herself by cxposin~ the si ·tcr of Albert. 

I need not say ho\\' much l wir,h yon may suc­

ceed in getting the draft c:ntin'ly to yonr~c1f; for 

yon know the interest your welfare must ever 

c.:citc ir, the bosom of 
Your affectionate mother, 

SuSASS A CLEY EL~'\.~ D." 

R3 
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A profound silence continued for some minutes 
after .J\lrs. , Vilson had ceased sµcaking : each was 
absorbed in feelings too acute to be expressed. 
J.\lrs. "\Vilson, conscious of their situations, and 
deeming it best, now that she had entered u

1
,<Jn 

the ,,·ork, to go forward with it, and get it over as 
quickly as possible, made a violent effort with her­
self; and then turning to Lady Susan, said, 

I promised to assist your ladyship in rccm·cring 
the draft; I will now fulfill my promise. I was ad­
, ised last night to go whibt yon slept, and endea­
\ our to get a little sleep myself. Circumstances 
which it is unnecc:,sary to mention, made me 1e:1-
clily comply with the ad\'ice, and I lay down on 
the couch in _your ladyship's dressing-room. I had 
not been long there before a light glanced upon my 
eyes; and on looking up I found it to be redected 
llpon my face from a mirror which happens to be 
placed in the direct angle between the couch and 
your escrutoire. It was unnecessary for me, there­
fore, to mm c ; for I haJ nothing to do but to lie 
aud obser~·e all that went fonyarcl in that part. I 
~a:.v the desk opened by a female hand; the pocket­
book taken out, and the paper examined. And here 
let me do thejusticc to say, th,tt the first intention 
appeared to be merely to gr2ttity curio~ity. lVhat 
thoughts, ho,vcver, passed whilst the paper \Yas 
held as if in hesitation, I chn11ot p:·etend to say. 
All I know is, that it was not replaced: the pocket­
Look was clo3cd, and the desk locked. This is all 
I k11ow, fur at th_at moment the light was cxtin-
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gui::ihed. }'or further information, therefore, about 

thio paper, your ladyship must apply to ~·1 is~ 

Clc\·eland. 
A faint scream from Anna made them all start; 

a.nd before Albert could reach her she had fallen 

Eenscless on the floor. As well as the agitation of 

his mind and frame would allow, he 1 aiscd his 

fainting sister, and carried her into her 0\"11 room; 

the weeping Louisa following to render the nc­

ccs~ary assistance lo recover her. As soon as 

Albert had dcposi Led his burthcn on a couch, 

Lcuisadcsircd him to send Johnson (Lally Su~an's 

maid) to her, from the kind consideration that it 

would be less ernbarrat-sing to Anna on her rcco­

,·ery to ha.Ye a third person present. lL was a con­

fic~erablc time before she came to her recollection: 

when she did, howeYcr, she beggctl to uc left alone ~ 

~nd saying she did not ,vish an:-, one to come near 

her for a few hours, as she felt at present quite 

O\ t~rpow<'rc<l, she dismissed both her attendants. 

Louisa hastened immediately to Lady Susllr1's 

rno~n, and found that her lady~hip had sent for 

i\Ir. 1\lackcnzic in great ha'-te; btH before he ar­

riYcd she had again sunk asleep. That gentleman, 

hO\YC\er, at ?.lrs. ,Yilson's request, ha<l deter­

mined to remain in the hou::ie till ~he either a,voke 

or \,·as past all hope of eYer doing so more. Loui::;a 

took her accustomed station at the side of the bed, 

to watch the fluctuations of a life ,Yhich now 

s1..•crncd to be so nearly at its last ebb. The late 

,J.i;5dosurcs, though they had distres5ed, had not 



much surprised Louisa. Her mind, though pure 
itselt~ and unsm,picious of e, il, po::,scsscd too l\.ccn 
a sen;-;e of right and "Tong not to be frequently 
alarmed by the qucstiouabk appC'.1rance oL.\nnn.'::; 
conduct. '\ r ith Albert she ~incerel)· ~ympath:zcd; 
for f'be well knew hmv rr•i u~n~n~ to bi., miud must 
be such mean artifices, ;tich !J:1<:c :111d di::dwn,)ltr­
·l!Jlc conduct. How strange t) think that they aru 
so nearly allied! thought she; the oHspring of ::r1e 
same pc.u-ents ! But l ren:embcr my father ~lid 
mother saying many) ears cn~o, that the time \\·1.ich 
Albert spent bet,Yccn the ,1ge of si~: and b,.n•ln~, 
\\·ith his paternal grandfather, n-110 ,vas a most re­
spectable m:m, hltd giYen a stamp to hi-5 fat;1:·e 
chnrnctcr. .Lind the 1whlc integrity of his heart 
has since proYcd the justuc~s of the ren-:.2. k. J n 
-the midst of these reflections th12 room door geilU:,· 
opened, and Louisa beheld her mother enter. I low 
difforcnt \\-ere her feelings 0.1 beholding-that beloved 
parent, from what the1 \i·otild hm e been a fow 
hours before! The conscious innocence of her 
i1 c:1rt would indeed have been the same, and P!1c 
·,·ns well ,1,;;sur(.;d tlwt her mother would ilOt ha\c 

cornlem1Jcd her upon I!1e1·e su~)position; but she 
nrn!:'t at the lJe~·t lia,·c :1t1}h:..:. ·.__d L'nder that veil of 
c1n"!cc-almcut ,, hicL is eve_· c~ ;.: ... ·u! to nn ingen11,,us 
mind. Since ,-;}1L' ha 1 b.si.. ses:L Ler mother, hoy:,r 
much, in her short aEd eventful iifo, seemed to 
have occuued ! To her, who had scarcely c,·er 
before known a pain, how much appeareu to b:n-c 
been borne! yet as she threw l crsclf into her 
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mvther's arms, aud felt herself fondly pressed to her 

brca-;t in a mannc1 which plainly told to Louisa 

that _2\j rs. \\'ibon had taken care to let her know 

all that had passed, she felt fully rewarded for what 

she had endured, and en~ry thi11g unpleasant ,Yas 

at once erased trom her mind. :Mrs. Granville 

drew Ecar the bed, and contemplated the face of 

her more than mother. The hand of death seemed 

already to h~,·e stamped the ~cal upon her rnnc­

rnble and stiil beautiful features; and as I\1 rs. 

G r:un i lle gazed on them, tears as w~nn as c, er 

daughter shed dropped upon the cold hand she 

pre~scd. ] t seemed as though the tears of aficc­

tion, \\·hich had always had such power over her . 

heart, ,._,ere sd1 capal>le of wanniu~ it; for she 

~.,•m· c.fter opened her· eyes, and immediately re-

1;c1u::i,1i::-ed l\'lrs. Granvilie . 
.1 ;y clear Louisa, said she, in a faint but cheerful 

vr,j e~, you are come J. u::>t in time. I was afraid vou 
. 

~ 

would not have arrbed be!ore tte lamp was ex-

t'!1gui~hed: but, continued she, ieeming to recol­

lcc:t herself, i still ha·,·e Lu::;ine~s ~o do, ai1d my 

time is too short to al:o~.-1 a moment for pleasure 

whib.t there is yet a duty unfini~hed. Go, my love:--, 

into ;,nothE:r room for a f,3,•,1 rninutcs, and send ~ir . 

. M ad:enz:e and i\lrs. \Yilson to me. 

I11 about a c1u~rtcr ot an hour the,· ,~ . .-ere arrain 
J. 

•· 0 

~ummoned to her ladyship, who \\·as now ~o ,\eak 

a~ scan.:cly to be able to speak. She asked, ho,\ -

c-.·cr, for .11lrs. Granville and .Albert. 

There is anochcr, who has been ,rn almost hour--



ly inquirer after you, said Louisa; and who pcti-
. tions to be all°'i·ed to sec··: ou: lt is Charles, whl,..:e 
success at college li,u fr1i.led to give him pleasure, 
whilst so anxious on Your account. i\'.lay he ,1c-
company my father a;1d 1\lbert? -

Certainly, my love: I o:~ly forbore to ask for 
him from an um\ iiling:ie.33 to draw him from more 
importnut pursuits. 

1 hope, "aid J\:Jr3. G rarr,7ilk,, my c}1ildrcn will 
nc, er consider any thine- more ~u1portant thau the • 0 

duties of affection ar.d gratitude. 
I belie,·e they vvill not, said Lady Susan, loorc­

ing at her niece ,vith the most tender affectio:~ :­
,, i th sue h a father and mother how can they fr,il 
of being :1.ll that the heart could wish? 

l\lr~. Gram·ille noy; entered the room, accoi~­
p::mied by the tffo young men. As Charles ['..r­
proachcd, an afl~rtionatc though faint s~nile ovc.­
sprcad her ladyship's countenance. 

}Hy dear hoy, said ~he as Charles took her lwnd 
·with n look of the deepest conc"rn, I rejoice t~) 
hear of your success; may you be equally zcalou. 
mH1 equally happy in C\cry l:iudable pursuit, ti'.1 
Y<.,ll d<i-,c a lifo a:.-; Inner as minr.!!-Lct 1\nua :1b1 J !Jc ~ . 0 

sent for, co:1tinucd her lad_pd1ip. Per 1ars n word 
of admonition from the dyin~ lip, of aHectjon nrns 
make an irnpre-,~·ion on hn hear~. 

A ~cn:rnt ,~·as sent to infur111 h~ ... of her b<ly­
ship's ',Yi,~h to sec her; :rnd AH it:·~ wi:1.: :::tru;/1 ng· 
with the repug·mmcc he felt to tl:~ imcn iew, '.vl:l' 
the ::;en-mJt came back and Sc!id :il i,.:; Clci L'h:d 
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ha<.1 gone out above two hours ago, and was not 

}·et returned; but thnt sh_e had desired that when 

she ·was asked for, the letter which the servant 

then prescntect shoul<l be given to iliss Granville. 

-Loni::;a took the letter, and opening it, the fir~t· 

thin r she saw was the draft on the London Bank, 

" 1.1•0hich she o-ff<.;rcd to Lady Susan. 

Give it to your father, my dear, said her lady-

~h~p; l tan; now done',\ ith all such concerns. 

Louisa. 1mt the paper into her father's hand, ai,d 

then pcn,Ecd ... he klter, which was as follov:s: 

11y dear Louisa, 
Though yon arc too pure to haYe commt~nion 

with vice, you arc too nearly allied to , ir~ue to 

ucat it with seYerity. To )Ou, therefore, though 

the person of all others -whom I have most injured, 

l appeal; and in treat you to endeavour to make my 

peace ,vith my justly-offondcd brother and the ve­

nerable Lady Susan. lam very '-Ure th,it nobody 

either can have greater interest, or will be ui.orc 

ready to exert it. To moet at prc::~cnt would be 

uprnlly painful to all: 1 have determined, there­

fore, to s~t off for London this afternoon by the 

mail, for my 1nother 15 the only verson at present 

whom I can approach. 1 have no excuse to offer 

for myself, and therefore will not attempt any. l 

can only say that I feel a contrition which I hope 

will be lasting as life; and that I shall ever remain 

Your affcctionat~ and penitent cousin, 
A.C. 
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Lacly Sustm directed her eyes to Lonisn, ns ir 
anxiouR to kno,:,v the purport of her letter. L<Jui.sa 
·went forward with all the endearing grace of vu·­
tue in her most amiable form, towards her ladyship. 

,Vill Lady Susan allow me to beg a favour? 
said she. 

Yes, my lm·e; and I will venture to promise it 
before it is a!kecl. 

:May I then tell Anna that you forgi\·e her? that 
you send her your blessing? 

Forgi,·e her! yes, Louisa! You set too high an 
example for me not to follow it. l am sorry Anna 
is gone: this scene might have been an useful lcs­
so11 : she ,,·ould ha,·e learnt the ,·aluc of n life 
spent in the discharge of its duties, in makin~ a 
death-bed happy. Tell her, adde<l her ladyship, 
speaking with great difficulty, that I hope she ·will 
in future live so that she may not Le afraid to di~ 
Tiiose tears, continuad she, after a pame of several 
minutes, and looking round at her weeping- friends, 
are grateful to my feelings: but too many 0f thcq1 
must not be shecl. ..\Iy sun has not sunk till it has 
reached Lie utmost verge of the horizun; and it 
,viii rise again to a purer and brighter day, ,vhcn 
,, .. c shall ali meet a6ain. Till then--~ Go l b!es:, 
you,'' she would ham said, but her \'Cice died cl way 
li'..;:e the last cadence of rnft and di:;t~nt rnuc.,ic; her 
eyes closed, and her features became ~till : yet so 
~ntly had the last b1cath been drawn, that those 
{vho ·bad before seen her ia ~$.O p_carly .si1111lar a 
state, could scarcely believe th:1t sh,.! did more 
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than ~leep ; till the motionless heart and stiff~ncc1 

limb, proved that the spark of life was really be­

come extinct. 
Violent grief for such a death \Yas impossible: 

vet those who now withdrew weeping from the bed 

of death, felt that the memory of the virtuous Lady 

Susan would be loved and venerated a;; long as life 

continued. 
After her ladyship's remains ,vere committed to 

the tomb, and her will opened, it was found that 

the principal part of her property dcrolved to ~lr. 
Gran ville. ~lany valuable legacies, hm,·ever, ,vere 

left; amongst which were ten thousand pounds 

each to Albert and Anna ClcYelancl; but in a 

codicil was added, that the whole of those sums 

were to be Albert's: whilst five thousand pounds 

were to be given to Anna at the end of three year8, 

if the executors, ,vho were .Mr. Granville, ~1r. 

Sinclair, and Albert, were then of opinion that she 

had become properly sensible of her errors. After 

this, were the following "·ords-" I further wi 11 and 

decree that the said Charles Grmwille do in the 

prc~cnce of a\l tho~e v,•]10 are ascembled to hear 

this my last will anrl testament, present to hi,; 
daughter, Louisa ( hanvi1lc, the draft on "\lessrs. 

--, bankers, London, for the sum of 10,000/., 

as a token of my high achnirn.tion of her scrnpu­

lou:; honour and cli$i.ntercsted u-cneros;t\ ... 

This, cried Albert, in a t~1.11sport ·of delight, 

thi!'> literally is transmuting the baser metals i11to 

gol<l ! 
s 



That must be proved by e-;.;:perience, said ?\fr. 
Gra1wille, as he obeyed Lady Susan's commands, 
and pre.;;ented the <lraft to his daughter. Louisa i::: 
,·en VOL,IW to be i11trusted with full 1)owcr m·cr ~o 

• .J :::, 

large a sum; and it must depend upon the ma1~-
ner in which he uses it, to determine whether this 
~terling gold be not reduced to the basest of metals. 

I ,;,·ill pledge my lifo for her, cried Albert with 
enthusiasm. 

Louisa raised her eves to thank her reach· bond.~­
man; but the\\ arm e{pression of achnirnti;11,vhich 
:;Le read in his animated countenance, obliged hc-r 
U ,~:ithdraw and ,·cil them l>cueath their long silken 
la:::hes . The deep tinge of her check, howe,·cr, pro-.-ed 
h ,w much she felt his generous confidence; and 
~he inwar<lly breathed the vmv that he should 11ot 
he di:::1ppoi11tc<l. 

THE E:N"D. 
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By Arabe1Lt Argus, Author o+ "'fheJuvenile Spec­

tator." Pr:ce 2s. 6J. half--bcund. 
,.. 
,J. 

THE 0Rl 1A1IENT8 DISCOVERED; a 

Stor:, ; T\\·o Parts in One. By the Author of n Anne 

Jvfary's T'ales,'' " The Metamorphoses," &c. &c. 

Price 2s. Gd. half-boun<l. 



f-;. 

A NE\V HISTORY OF ENGLAND, from 
the Invasion of Julius Cresar to the present Time; 
in Two Parts. Price 1 s. each Pclrt. 

,... 
I• 

THE ADVENTURES OF MY GRAND­
MOTHER'S CAT; or, Puss in Boots. \Vith nu­
merous Copper-plates. Price ls. 

8. 
THE HISTORY OF Mr. RIGHT,NAY AND 

Hi.S l)UPILS ; an Entertaining an<l Instructive 
Lesson for Young Gentlemen. \Vrittcn by William 
"i. 'rancis Sullivan, A.M. Price ls. Gd. half-bounc.l. 

9. 
THE BOOK OF BIRDS; beautifully colour­

cJ: with a Descliption of each, a<lapte<l to the Ca­
p,tcities of Infant Min<ls, in vVords of Two and 
Three Syllables. Price ls. 6J. 

10. 
THE BOOK OF BEASTS; beautifully colour­

ed ; with a Description of each, adapted to the Ca­
pacities of Infant Minds, in Words of Two and 
Three Sylbbles. Price ls. 6d. 

l I. 
GRATEFUL TRIBUTES; or, Recollections 

of Infancy. By Mary Belson, Author of "Indus­
try and Idleness," &c. Price with coloured Phtes, 
ls. 6d. And the same in 18mo with.six plain Plates., 
( ~- New Edition). Price 6d. 

12. 
ROBIN HOOD; being a Complete History of 

all the Notable and Merry Exploits performed by 

" :: M 

T 

" \11 

.-

T ., . 
. , 

1 

\.i J 
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Him and his l\Ien, on many occasions : \.vith six fine 

engraved Plates. Price 6d. 
13. 

THE ADVENTURES OF THOMAS T,NO 

SHO~S: Being- a Sequel to that of "The modern 

Goody Two Shoes." Price ls. By Mary Belsori, 

Au"chor of "Industry and Idleness,'' " Simple 

Truths," &c. &c. &c, · 
14. 

THIR TY-T\YO RE1\IARKABLE PLACES 

TN OLD ENGLAND; for the Instruction and 

Entertairtment of Youth: ,\lith 9 Copper-plate 

Views. Price Gd. and ,Yith 18 Views. Price ls. 

15. 
THE LITTLE VOCABULARY, intended as 

an Introduction to any of the larger Spelling Books, 

and particularly designed to assist Mothers in the In~ 

struction of their young Children. By .:\lrs. Love-

child. Price Gd. 
lG. 

EASY READING ; adapted to the Capacities 

of Child~·en from Five to Seven Years old ; desihned 

to adYance them by natural a-ad easy Gradations to 

the pern:al of larger \Vorks i being a Cmrp:mion to, 

and intended to follO\v the "Little Vocabulary." 

Divided into a number of short Lessons, :md em­

bellished with many \Vood Cuts. By Mrs. Lovechild. 

Price ls. 17. 
THE YELLO\V SHOE-STRINGS ; or, The 

Good Effects of Obedience to Parents. Price ls. 

18. 

THE MODERN GOODY T\VO-SHOES; 

-exemplifying the Good Con:o..:qucnccs of early At .. 
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tention to Learning and Virtue. By Mary Belc:un, 
Author cf ''The Orphan Boy," "Industry and Idle­
ness," &c. &c. Price ls • • 

19. 
HENRY: a Story for Little Boys and Girls from 

Five to Seven Years old. By Frances Boyer Vaux. 
In Two Parts. Price ls. each Part. 

20. 
LECTURES AT MY SCHOOL; or, Play­

Ground Conversations. By a Friend to Youth. Il­
lustrated witli upwards of Sixty elegant Engravings. 
Price 2s. 6d. hdlf-bound. 

21. 
LEARNING BETTER THAN HOUSE 

AND LAND, as exemplified in the History of 
Harry Johnson and Dick Hobson. By J. Carey, 
LL.D9 2s. 6d. half. bound. 

22. 
THE SCRIPTURE ALPHABET, by a Pa. 

rent, for his Children; illustrated with Twenty-seven 
Engravings from Scripture. Price ls. 

23. 
THE ADVENTURES of the Celebrated Little 

THOMAS DELLOW, who was Stolen from his 
Parents on the 18th of November, 18 i 1, and re­
stored to them on the 3d of January, 1812. Illus­
trated by eight characteristic Engravings. Price ls. 

2-1'. 
LONDON: a De~criptive Poem. Second Edi­

tion, corrected, and illustrated with elegdnt Views· 
on Copper-plates. Price ls. 

25. 
THE FIRST, or MOTHER's CATECHISM; 

Tr 

1tt 
Ot,i] 
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-co>1 tainrng Common Things necessary to be known 

at an early Age. By the Rev. Da·,id Blair. Price 9d. 

26. 
THE FRENCH AND ENGLISH PRIMER, 

or An Easy Vocabulary of Twelve Htmdred common 

1Nords for the Use of Children. By the Abb<; Bos-

;;ut. Price 9d. 
27. 

A VISIT TO LONDON, containing a Descrip­

tion of the principal Curiosities in the British Metro­

polis. '\1/ith Six Copper-plate::;. Price gs. 6d. 

~8. 
A VdSIT TO A F _-\.R:\I HOUSE, or An In­

troduction to varions Subject., connected with Rural 

Economy. Embellished with beautiful Plates. 

Price 2s. 6d. 
29. 

JUVENILE PL UT ARCH ; containing Ac­

counts of the Lives of celebrated Children, and of 

the Inf .rncy of Persons who have been illustrious for 

their T irtues or Talents. '\Vith Plates, Two Vols. 

Pric<. 5-s. 
30. 

THE WONDERS OF THE MICllOSCOPE, 

or An Explanation of the \:Visdom of the Creator iu 

Objects comparatively minute, adapted to the Un­

derstanding of Young Persons. Illustrated with five 

large Copper-plates. Price ·1•s. 6d. 

3l. 
THE WONDERS OF THE TELESCOPE, 

or A Disph, o! the Starry Heavens and of the Sys. 

tern of the Universe: calculated to promote and 

simplify the Study of Astronomy. ,vith Fourt-ec!! 

Plates. Price 6s. 
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32. 
THE JUVENILE SPECTATOR ; being Ob­

servations on tbe Tempers, M.mncrs, and Foil:iles of 
various Young Persons ; interspersed with such live­
ly Matter, as, it is presumed, ,vill Amuse as ·well as 
Instruct. By Arabella Argus. Tvw Vols. in One. 
Price 8s. half-bound. 

33. 
THE \VONDERS OF THE HORSE; re­

corded in Anecdotes, a11d interspersed with Poetry. 
By JosEPH T.iYLOR, 1\nthor of" Tales of the Ro­
bin." Price 2s. 6d. half-bound. 

,, ◄ 
J 'r, 

THE MICE AND THEIR PIC NIC; an 
Allegoric:~l Talc, representing the I\fanners and Cus­
toms of the present Age; in Contentment--a Fa­
shionable Visitor-High Breeding-the ErTc.c~s of 
Fashio11-the Epicure-an Invitation-a Consulta­
tion and Journey-a Season in London-Etiquette~ 
&c. Price ls. coloured Plates, or Gd. plain. 

35. 
ANIMAL CREATION; or, The Power of the 

Supreme Being attempu~d to be unfolded to the 
T,1inds of the Rising Generation. By a P:ucnt. 
Containing many Engravings of Animals in "\Vood. 
Price6d. 

36. 
ON THE EDUCATION OF DAL-;-GH­

TERS; tninsbted from t!1e Fren ch of thl! AnB1:.' 
FENELON,afterwards ArchbishopofCambray. 12mo. 
half-bound. Price 2s. 6d. with a beautiful Frontis-
piece. 

37. 
THE SPHINX, or Allegorical Lozc1~gcs. By a. 

l~' 
""'••l,li 

,&, \ ~l . 
f ,4tcJ 
t:- ~j 
Tt.1 , 

d,ti,, 
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Descendant of Cleobulina, an ancient Composer of 

Enigmas, &c. Price Gd. 
38. 

A DESCRIPTION of the most remarkab1e 

TREES, PL.ANTS, and SHRUBS, in all Parts of 

the \Vorld ; illustrated with several curious Anec .. 

dotes of their wonderful Properties, and, ::n the same 

time, manifesting infinite \Visdom in the Formation 

of those valuable Productions, so beneficial to all 

Nlankind. ByJosEPH TAYLOR, Anthorof"T'ales of 

the Robin." l 2mo. price 4s. half-bound. 

39. 
THE ORPHAN BOY, or A Journey to B:tth. 

Founded on Fact. Dy MARY BEL~ON. A new EJi­

tion. Price 2s. half-bound. 
40. 

THE TRUE HISTORY 
BOY, who cheated himself. 

With 1ppropriate Cuts. Price 

ls. plain. 
41. 

OF A LITTLE 
Founded on F ,1ct. 

1 s. Gd. coloured, ur 

STUDIES TN PENMANSHIP, for the U si:: cf 

SchQols; being Specimens of the various Hand ; n'>W 

in Use. ,vri ,t D by JOSEPH DoNBAVA~D, yr,iti11~ 

11aster of A ckworth School. P1 ice ls. 

42. 
THE \VONDERS OF ANIMATED J A­

TURE ; consisting of Descriptions at large a .. ," "n­

gravcd Representations of the principal Animal s aud 

Birds in the Royal Menageries of London and Paris. 

Translated from LA CEP EDE, with considerable Au­

ditions by the English Editor. 8vo. half-b(~m11..1, 

~~rice f,s 
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THE GOOD BOY's SOLILOQUY; contain­

ing his rarent's Instructions relative to bis Disposi­

tion and Manners. Illustrated with Sixteer:. Copper­

plate Cuts. Price ls. 
44•. 

PORTRAITS OF CGRTOUS CHARAC­

TERS IN. LONDON, &c. &c. with Descripti,e 

and Entertaining Anecdotes. Price One Shiiling. 

Containing Likene~ses of the following singul?.r Cha­

racters :-Nathaniel Bentley, Esq.-Ann Siggs­

Martin Van Butchell-John Statham-Anne Long­

man-John and Robert Green-Tom and hi.s Pi­

geons-Roger Smith-George Romonda-Toby or 

Sham Abraham-Sir John Dinely-" Brother John 

an<l I"-Ann Johnson-Samuel Horsey-Miss The­

odora de Verdion, who dressed as a Man-Daniel 

Lambert-Mary Jones-A ,,·ell-known Can-er in 

Fleet Market-John Elwes, Esq. the Miser-The 

Flying Pie-man-Thomas Laugher, aged 109 Years 

-Daniel Dancer, Esq. The above Portraits are 

accompanied with a Biographical Sketch of each 

Character, which will be found highly interesting. 

45. 
THE "\VHIM "\VHAM; or, Evening Amuse~ 

ments, for all Ages and Si:t:cs; being an entire Nn: 

SET of Riddk1, { 'haradcs, Questions, and Transpo~ 

sitions. By a Friend to Innocent 1fo th. Price Gd. 

1,6. 
SCRIPTURE CHARACT'ERS, by a Parent 

for bis Children ; illustrated with ~evcr:i.l beautiful 

Plates. Price ls. Gd. 
1,7. 

TALES OF THE ROBIN, and othCi· small 

Birds. ByJosEPH TAYLOR. Price 2s, Gd. 

.. 
"'1 
..J 

1 
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4.S. 

THE BOOK OF GAMES ; or, A History of · 

Juvenile Sports practised at a considerable Aca­

demy near London. Illustrated by Twenty-four 

Copper-plates. Price 3s. 6d. half-bound. 

49. 

THE ADVENTURES AND CONVERSA­

TIONS OF A SUMMER'S MORNlNG; in­

tended to Entertain and Instruct the Minds of Youth; 

::i. New Edition, imp1oved. By\VM.V{1sEACRE, Esq. 

Price ls. Gd. half-bound . 
50. 

LONDON MELODIES; or, Cries of the Sea­

sons,_ Two Parts, price ls. each, ,vith several En-

gravmgs. 51. 
THE BABY'S HOLIDAY, to which is added 

Tbe \VHITE LILY. Bf MARY BELSON, Author 

of several popular \Vor ks. 1 s. coloured Plates. 

52. 

THE FIRST STEP TO KNO"\VLEDG E ; 

being an easy Introduction to the various English 

Spelling B,-ioks. By the Rev. J. GOLDSMITH, 28th 

Edition. l)rice 6d. 
53. 

THE GEOGRAPHICAL PRIMER, designed 

for the Younger Classes of Learners, and calculated 

to advance them, by natural c1.nd easy Gradations, 

to a perfect Acquaintance ,vith the Elements of the 

Science: with an Appendix, containing Fourteen 

HunJre<l Questions on the principal Maps. By J. H. 

\V 1 FF t N. l Smo. Price 3s. bound. 
54. 

THE INVITED ALPHABET, or, Address 
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of A to B ; containing his friendly Proposal for the 
Amusement and Instruction of good Children. \Vith 
Twenty-five Engravings on Copper-plates. Price 
ls. 6d. · 

65. 
THE ASSEMBLED ALPHABET; or, Ac­

ceptance of A's Invitation ; concluding with a Glee 
for Three Voices. Being a Sequel to the '' Invited 
Alphabet," with elegant Copper-plate Engravings. 
Price 1 s. 6d. 

56. 
INFANTILE ERUDITION, concluding with 

a Glee for Three Voices : to which are added, The 
Figure Dancers. The whole intended as a Supple­
ment to the "Invited" and "Assembled" Alpha­
bets : illustrated with beautiful Copper-plates. 
Price 1 s. Gd. 

57. 
FRANKLIN's ,,r A Y TO ,vEAL TH ; or, 

Poor Richard Improved; to which is added, " How 
to make Much of a Little," earne$tly recommended to 

the Iudustrious Poor; also "Alphabetical Maxims," 
worthy the remembrance and regard of all. An en­
tire New Edition, with several Copper-plates. By 
Bob Short, price 6d . 

58. 
A NEW AND ENTERTAINING ALPHA­

BET, for Young Children, where some Instruction 
may be gained, and much Amusement, embellished 
with Twenty-Six Engravings. Price Gd. 

59. 
DIVINE AND MORAL SONGS for the Use 

of Children. By IsAAC WATTS> D. D. With many 
Plates. Price 6d. 

Pri,zted /;y R. and A, T.::y lor, Shce lane. 
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