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B" \ 
I~ l 

·,.... not a gentleman's house, nor a farm-house. nor i'~-' 
1 

fM a cottage. Hearnn kno"s \Yhat it hacl been in (~ 

~' formeryears. It"asnothingatallinA.D.1051 f,' -~r 

~!1-\ .. 1 .1 ~,<';;-' )I 
but a moderate sized brick building, linecl ,vith ·~, , 

old "ainscot, mth broken ,vinclo"s and latchless 

doors, and one ])Ortion of it a great deal taller 

~ '):) .. , < 
) ,') than the other. .,., ~ 

r, There "ere eyes in the upper room of the 
1

(~r -

1~-~---

1~111,,J 
- tallest part of the old house; ancl to them ·was -~.>< ~ 

~II exposed an exceedingly beautiful scene. c;uch as A:,°'t._l';-., 

, \'V is rarely beheld, except in the Yale of the SeYcrn. )1/' 
4~\ril! "\Vorcestcr, with its walls, and gates. and 1'J"'~.z~~1,·/(? 

f.0 churches, and sunny fields, ancl pleasant places - ,.._ 1 

round ; ancl the wicle Yalley stucldecl ,vith little 

knolls, and monticules coYerecl with turf still j{~f/: ~ 

green, ancl plumed with feathery trees. It \Hb ~ • ~,. \ 

a pleasant aucl a cheerful sight,-a sort of fairy {-;-~ 

scene : ancl indeecl the rings left l>y the feet of 

the Good People, m their merry moonlight 

dances, attested their frequent revels in the 

l) 

I ,{ 



,, ·"'· .,--~~~-, ~i/Jt,~,, 
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'-1-----=--'..... THE FAIRIES. ____,, •. ,'? Jt I 
.. additional cheerfulness to the scene. On both 
I 

~ 
h I • 

~ 
l , 

,~ 

banks of the Severn, the eyes gazing from 

that high window could discern colours Haunt · 

ing in the light wind, banners tossed about, 

and plumes, and gay dresses, and glittering 

arms; so that in that part of the landscape, 

as a cloud or two passed over the sun, the 

effect was like that of rapid light and shade 

sweeping across a garden of flowers. And 

merry notes ·were there too : the fife, and the 

chum, and the clarion, rising up from below, 

softened and entendered by the air and the dis­

tance. The bells of the cathedral chimed 

cheerfully, and altogether it "\'\"as a pleasant 

CO-~ scene to look upon, and these were merry sounds 

'iy~~ to hear. W About ten of the clock, a horseman, follov,ed 

~; by t,Yo or three others, spurred up from the 
""'{ J bank of the SeYern, towards that house upon I ' : the hill. He came gaily along at a good 

quick canter, and his horse '\\US a fine one. and .... 

I 
, ~ > well caparisoned. His bearing. too. ,Yas firm 

..:,, / 

j · and soldier-like: but "hen one saw his face :, fr '~ , 5 

~~ ~-
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LAST OF ,---- -;--r l 
nearer, although he could not have counted , , / \ 

more than £ ,·e or six aml thirty years, there v 

seemed to be trac6s of man~T cares and anxieties ~'-; ;" 
] ~ , J' 

upon his countenance, as well, perhaps, as rt I - , 
I l 

• ..,, ¾ 

l'ertain degree of constitutional melancholy, not I 'J\i-.. , ✓' 
to say g1oom. It was a very grave fac:e-very 

grn.Ye indeed, yPt high ancl noble in expression, 

with a tall straight forehead, somewhat broader, 

perhaps, at the top of the temples than over 

the brow. 

Some serrnnts came round from the back of 

the house as he approached, and ran to hold his 

horse and his stirrup. He sprang lightly to 

the ground, and walked into the house, saying, 

" Take the baskPt from ::.\fatthe,Ys there behind 

me, and Lring it up. Take care that you don't 

break the wine bottles, for there is but little to 

be had in '\Y orcester. The Puritans hnse drank 

it al1 np in a very godly manner;" and mount­

ing the old stairs as he spoke, he ran rather ,1o~, ,... .. 
'r , " 

thn.n ,rnlkecl up to the higher chamber. The1:e t 0 , ) \ 

,,,ts an em brace for each of the t\\'O 11ersons 1 t 1 ~ , '--· I • , 

rontained-a 1ady of seven or eight and twenty 1'1' , I'~ 
. ---- ,y t 

), ~~· :;,t,~~-==---=-~ :~~-··J:~:, ;~~ .~ .... , i-e ~-- J'~ -v--, -<"'-
"' ' I ~ [ 

. - ~ --~ ~- \ 
~ 

, 
y 

I , 
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~ \J; ;I ~ years of age, still in her full loveliness, and a (h l . ' ~I ( \< l 1 l little girl of nine or ten, exceedingly beautiful, I "' 

' 

1:JI 
f{i 

and very like her mother. Their faces were 
full of affection towards him who came ; but yet 
there could not be a greater contrast than between 
the expression of his countenance and theirs. 
Cheerful hope and glad expectation was upon 
the face of the girl and her mother, and melan-\} J 

~')-] choly thought upon his. 
-I t' ! ~r ~ 

~ ,,.. \ 

' ~l, 

'""'1,1 • -1 \. ,,., 

· · Here is some breakfast for you, Lilla, 
clear,·· he said, •· and for my little Kate too. I 
was resolved to come up for half an hour, and 
take it "·ith you, for Heaven knows where our 
next meal may be." 

'' '\Vil] there be a battle to-clay, father?'' said 
the little girl; "and "·ill the King win? Oh ! 
yes, I am sure the King will ·win." 

·· I trust he will," replied the soldier, '· if ~~~~•1 
~S; '._ there is a battle. my Kate; but of that I begin 

!II to doubt. for the Roundheads ham a long march , ( 

,!.!:(~ 1 before them, and cannot get here very early." 
" Then we had better come back i11to the 

husband ~~- I 

, ~ ~~ - -.u:--.~~ .......... ~,......,~~--..::.:..~ 
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'/Q!f ~ ---~1 \ / • 
~- ,.' inquiringly, while two of the servants laid a r rt_ 

\ \ \ napkin in one of the broad open "·indow-seats. /' /: 

1 ;,\ tJ for tab1e there ·was none. ·· I should not like < 
1 t ' 

J - u, ( 
r Crom\\'ell '::i IJeople to cut us off.., r' If.! 
'c 

c.' 

I 
b 

c> /J " X o, my Lilla," answered her husband. r \ ~ 
" you must not come into the tom1 again. 

·1:_ 
There is much confusion there ; and as soon as f-----. 

~ 
l 

\ the enemy appear, you had better retire ·with ~ f 

the serrnnts to Pershore, where you will hn,·e l[ri~ 
speedy tidings of ·what fo1lo"·s. If ,Ye haYe to If 

stand a siege, or repel an assault, it ,Yould be • 

a pain ancl a burden to me to haYe a11 I lorn 

pent up "·ithin those old and cruml>liug wa1ls. ,. 

There \\'as a look of remonstrance came 

upon the lady's face. but her husbarnl intcr­

ruptecl her ·with a smile, saying." Come-to break­

fast! to breakfast! for I must soon get back. 

'\Vhat, not a chair to sit do,rn upon'. '\Y cl1. "·e 

must make the best of our campaigning:·· and 

standing hy the side of the ,Yinclow-seat, he pro­

ceeded to distribute the homc1y ureakfast he 

had brought up from '\Y orcester; ate a small 

portion. bnt not much. himself: arnl gazed ,Yith 
8 



t~~~~~ }:-1\~ ., \~,;1}:0-.J,~. TIIE FAIRIES. rr~---tjl )~ ~{ij, a look of thoughtful delight upon his innocent l~}r~~: j\ i child, as she seemed to partake of the meal t~ 1f r 
t .J ~- with douLle zest, from the rude and hasty way 

I 
J r 

► &\ in which it was served. ;r\ l,,; I' ~ 
Ji, Perhaps five minutes had elapsed while f}~., .. ' 

they ,vere thus employed, when a quick light I · · ~ · foot was heard coming up the stairs, and a lad , f, 
\ some seventeen or eighteen years of age, richly '· l ;~r,,..,.v,! 

dressed and accoutred, with his long dark hair 
1 

..,, 

1 h h l
,ti,, flowing clown over his laced col ar to is s oul-

ders, entered the room in haste, exclaiming, ,, 
, I 

\~. 

~ ;J 
~(~ 

~. \ ' 

,, 

·~ . ,-

I 
(!} 'i " Lord Eustace !-:My lord ! Cromwell is in 

.,( 
_"!'·' ~' 

sight-Hark! you can hear his trumpets!" 
The gentleman he addressed instantly I )' I 

• r <••-started to the window and looked out, 1Vhile , ~ 
his young visitor, with a slight affectation 
of manhood, patted the little girl upon the r 

l 

I 
I 

' L 
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• __ ,, - -1_ 'i'~- A:.. ~ t·~ .. -w=~-/W , '\ 
:~E LAST OF "--~;~f:1.:!>L • p_j~ 

~;__.....:::;:;:..-.......i ·• 1\ 
!J '-~_•:: '~ . \ ') , ~ 
!<~·~. '.,.- ' ,.,, r, \\. I'" }' 

\ ii • · ~·{ · ~--r ,-1:-i--J - t' r 
' ' ~t,11 

t) 
·.· 11 
t:\: 
\ :• .,,; 
" .. Y. • 

I 
>, 

. -~ . . :., 
,::\-1! 
~,i):,:, 
1t "'>, 

one-half of the Rounclheacls in the Se, ern, 

and the rest in the gaol.'' 

'.) 

.l 

II 
I 

. 
( 

' 



caught a glance of steel caps through the 

brake; and if you listen for a moment you will 

hear.-There l there'." 

The distant sounds of a trumpet rose upon 

the air; and 1Vith one brief embrace he tore 

himself a·way,-ran do\\'n the stairs follo·wed by 

his young friend,-mounted his hon,e, and gal­

loped back to Worcebter. 

The lady's eyes were full of tears \\'hen she 

gazed forth from the window ; first marking 

the course of her husband towards the town, 
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field of Worcester. In a few minutes she be­

held a dark moving mass-with catches of light 

here and there upon breast-plate or steel cap­

come forth from behind one clump of trees and 

disappear again behind a little ·wood. Another 

and another body passed, foot and horse in Yery 

equal numbers; but regiment after regiment, 

troop after troop, till the lady's heart sunk at 

the conviction of the great superiority of their 

numbers ; and her eyes turned to the royal 

army below. 

A good deal of bustle was then obsenaLle; 

and, by the aid of fancy, she thought she 

could discoYer her husband, and the King, • 

and Leslie, and Middleton, and Hamilton, and 

Derby. 

Long and anx10us was her watch, till pas-

sing in and out, now seen, now lost as before, 

the army of the Commonwealth-growing more 

and more distinct in all its parts as it aclYancecl 

-swept on- halted for a moment-marched 1 

forward again, and assumed its position as if 

for battle, taking possession of the slope of the 
12 

)' 
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very hill on which she stood, and interposing 

between herself and the town. 

Her heart sank a little, and she gazed down 

upon her child: but then a look of high resolution 

came into her face, and putting her arm round 

the fair delicate form of the little girl, she said, 

'' ,Ve "·ill see it out, Kate; we will see it out." 

"Oh! yes, mother, let us see it out," 

answered the child; "do not let us run away 

while my father is :fighting." 

"Never," answered the lady; and there they 

stood, while the servants gathered themselves 

together at another winclovi', and gazed forth 

likewise. 

All seemed tranquil for about half an hour. 

An occasional horseman galloped along the 

line, trumpets sounded from time to time, a 

slight movement took place amongst the in­

fantry, some stragglers ·were seen moving about 

upon the rear of the Parliamentary army, and a 

stout heavy man, ,Yith ten or t\\'elve other 

horsemen following him, moYed slowly for a 

little distance up the hill. Then halting, he 
B 2 13 
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. "' "ti,, ., \ • ~€;' gazed over the plain, and oYer the town, for a · •,_' ' 
1 'v , ' moment or two, spoke a few words to one ori ··.] . ; 
~~ a7 ,~'Q(II those near him, and instantly a horseman dashed t')?{i 
/JV.. ~ away, taking his course towards the left. A (

1 

)(\ 
y,?.\ . f , 

I
~~..;· large body of cavalry detached itself at once, 'J ?•~1 '1 

.~ and rode along the bank of the river, a fire Y.) 
~ y·~ ., ~b, •~~ 

• 0 of musketry be
0
aan from the centre of the • 0

r. " I. (,),. . ; ~t line, and a cloud of smoke spread over the I , { '; 
~ scene. It interrupted the sight sadly, Lut the ·~ .. ' 

•;r.f •l lady saw several large squadrons of horse put r.~~. ) ': 
• -~{ into a charge, and they whirled down like a ;«· ' 

~4 bolt from a cross-bow against the Royalist troops \{9~ 
f~V.'l> on the nearest side of the river. •◊• 

• fJ • 
1
l From that moment all was confusion, to eyes (~ : : 

' - I• •Y,'\_ 
unaccustomed to seek out and judge the eveuts of K' ~ , 

~ ~­·" ; 

a field of battle. Large bodies of men riding fast, f 11; ~ 

) %° were seen through the clouds of sulphurous ~-I ' 
'.£ t kl vapour'. the flashes of the musketry, the gleam ).~'. ·e 

\;Yi of wavmg swords, and the slow movements of -.Y·7. 
~X: some bands of pikemen were caught indistinctly_ 1>(~ 
',(~· from time to time; but all that the lady and ~ 

~.~-/rt) her child could gather as to the_ result of;(.,j;, . .. 

< tl~'. I, tl.iese movements ".·as, that the Par.hament.arJ~ t}~~-~ f"'<-(tl 14 ,~? '. ,, 
j / <;,; - ,.,- ~ _ __. --- -- •-- - - ,.. --- • • o I~ 

~•~ Q--;;-\◊, ,-;:;--~ v-C•-:__.• V♦. "'\r,/': '-!;!;o,o , ,_ • (• ►. •" ~~-"" •---• -D ~ c..J', ,.,.,~ X,,O ·t..,.,:'!.~- cr:..·-~{V ;J' - -- ...,___-,..., ('..()v ' .~ .__ 
~ ~~V>..>'X' <.,;j-i-? l ... ':!.'£'l, :✓ (~I "' o(r',,rt:-~:~ f"f.v/\ .er •.• ~ -4:., .. 

-, I\ - y ► I 

I 

/ 
J 

I 
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~d ~y 
~ ,f,,,·" army was pressing down steadily and strongly .Jr~ · ~ 
I 1:.,,.J (i.Q I 

' ,~i'~upon vVorcester, and. that the waves of battle '\~~},: 
(~ ~~ ·;y I rolled nearer and nearer to the town. ..XX/l~ 
· IX~\ .i . ~X>x '\J · //\\' It ,vas a sight that made her heart sink, • 
~~ «,. ,.., ....... + -, 

t
.'~.: .. and her eye ran along the course of the river, ~J-ol, 1 

'-"'' ~· towards a spot where she knew that a large · ~J . .-
~ ~ •,.t;.:. body of the Royalist cavalry had Leen posted. .f/) 

;·I~~~ · She saw them there all firm and in array upon '\~ { 

I;,;,;--' I the opposite bank, but a little further on she >-\ 0 
1 

' .., '·•J ~ J~,.,c1 saw-what they could not see, on account of a \' z 
'~✓- thick copse and a wooded hill, which screened • : '/' 

PX'!~ the operations of the enemy-two regiments of ~'(' .0q Parliamentary horse galloping rapidly towards 4◊6 , 
\ •'. :.\;l a ford, where the stream took a sharp turn. l\i~?' " 

, f./ She clasped her bands together, and pressed '/;. ~.~ 1~1 
I. I • ..9, ; , 

. ~"\ •them tight. "\'\That would she have given at f~'t 
1 

~' that moment for "·ings to fly and bear her · r"."'~. i 
~ I ~ . ":'f · 

l~ 1/ \ • ' friends intelligence of the manceuvre she had de- ~'.·· "';· 
't.),._ ~ 

-,, ./ tected and understood right well. But it was all 

kX) in vain. The enemy reached the ford, dashed in, 
.:,/ I : 
(;~ gained the meaclo,ys on the other side, re-formed, 

J~ and taking grouud a little to the left, became ~~ 
; 1/4_t suddenly apparent to t~; King's carnlry. l~1 i-/ 

1 ~ 1 , • r • • · . I~;\ .~ 
,,~ • '- ,-~\◊, ., C..µ . , ·" .• v.,) V -; v • ..._,., r / • ' • ~, ·,,,,-:~· ., ·c ' ._,,_" __ ....,.-- -~ -; _;..,(}{ -.___ .... ., · /\.AA .... o ·•...-;,;;-" • ., 
:.,,;. 'J~';-.:..' /\ ,..,.',. -~-r,.. ~ l~ -IX. , .. ) ' :-: /." vxt.:~~~"';,.f . ......_• .... { , • V • , 



THE LAST OF 

An instant movement was obser-rnble a­

mongst the fatter; two gentlemen drew out a 

little ·way from the rest, gazed at the squadrons 

which had so suddenly apeared, and rode to the 

opposite extremes of their own line. A slight 

change of disposition immediately follo,·rnd. 

The right of the Royalists was some,'"hat ex­

tended, the left was brought a little forward at 

a slo"· pace, and then there came a temporary 

pause. The sound of trumpets ,nts heard the 

moment after; and both parties dashed forward 

against each other \Yith furious speed. They 

met in full career, while a fierce and wild hur­

rah rose up into the air and reached the lady's 

ears as she gazed upon the struggling mass, , 

now all mingled and confused. Her hands 

pressed tighter and tighter together as she saw 

masterless horses break a"·ay from the line and 

gallop acro ~s the plain, and knew that some one, , 

as loYed and dear to others as he whom she loved 

best "·as to herself, hm1 fa1len beneath the char­

gers' feet in the midst of that fierce conflict. 

"They rrffe ,vaY mother thev ,ri\'e \HlY," 
0 L ' ' ) L O fi,I 

16 
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cried the little girl, touching the lady's arm; 

"the Roundheads are routed-See, they fly, 

they fly!" 

It was true. The temporary success of Mid­

dleton and the Duke of Hamilton for an in-

1 stant promised to change the fate of the day. 

Cromwell's cavalry did give way, the Royalists 

pursued fiercely and drove them back fight­

ing, almost to the very ford. But at that mo­

ment a small group was seen to separate itself 

from the rear of the King's soldiers, and the 

J • 

I 

lady could distinguish two or three troopers i 

. supporting a gentleman upon his horse. 

I 

"That looks like the Duke," she murmured ; 

"No, it must be Middleton." 

Another group detached itself, but these 

were on foot-dismounted soldiers bearing a 

dead or ·wounded man in their arms. Then the 

uncertain tide of battle turned. The Parliamen­

tary forces rallied, charged again, the Royalists 

were beaten back over the ground they had just 

traversed, broken, scattered, and flying hither 

and. thither in parties of ten and twelve. 
17 
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l \ The lady clasped the child's hand in her , ~~ 

\~ 

1 

::

1 

own-tight, very tight; and the little girl -;vept. , -?i.: 
J ~\. They turned their eyes to the part of the field ~~,,:_: 

·1~J % ; immediately below them. A terrible change '/ii:'~ 
·.;

1 
~I._ had come over the scene. The Royalist forces 'i\.., 

i \' t 
, 1 -, were not to be discovered-unless, indeed, the I i ~r r' , 

: ,J) fragments might be distinguished in those 1 \Jii J, 
,.,_._II V 

-..'::.. ' small bodies of horse that \\"ere seen galloping 

the Parliament were at the gates of \Y orcester. 

"Pardon, my lady, but it is time for you 

to go," said an old servant, approaching from 

the other ,,indow; "the clay is lost. You had 

better betake yourself to Pershore, as my lord 

The lady raised her eyes to heaven for an 

instant, and seemed to ask strength from 

above. " X o," she said at length, "·we will 

hide in the ·wood, Isaac. I ·will not quit this 

ground till I know his fate. Come, Kate, we 
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CHAPTER II. 'l)/1 
,:J\) 
I:~\~ 

IT was night-dark night. There were stars ~..J 

out but no moon, and across many parts of it~ 
11lt,·\ the sky long lines of dull grey clouds were t j 

drawn, hiding the twinklers of the heavens. (~ 

The clocks of 'IV orcester had struck nine, and ':r~ 
·,\,, 

the dull vibration of the great bell was ~)ii 
sounding, as if with pulses, through the heavy il

1

t,_ 
feverish air. The scene around the city lay f~· 
wrapt up in shadows, while the fugitives sped {,jt 
far a·way from the field of their defeat, and the b,1/ 

The 1_\,f pursuers ·with hot spur hurried after. i 
dead in their last rest lay in the meadows ~~ 
round-three thousand as gallant gentlemen as Ir'·_;~,}; 

I ,- ~ 
',(~ /\; \ ever drew a sword. The wounded untended ~t_q;~ 1 

Yh~\ shared the couch of the dead, and lost part of I~ f~ 
.H~t~JI\ th . .. cc · · th f tJ . 1 r,.it "ff"_ 

11 
CU' own sw1enng::, m e sense o 1eir roya i,:I, !I 

~,~., master's (lit;aster. H ere and there ·was a · 

.~ ~(\ tight upon the fi•ltl, sometimes seen wander, ,'~ , : 'ij mg about, sometimes stat10nary ; and the low \ =' 

I ', t L -- --- - 19 . I \I V 
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creaking of rude cart-wheels could be heard 

seeking for the less dangerously wounded, or 

for those prisoners "ho had not yet been taken 

into the town of "\Vorcester. 

11 Near a low wood, broken and irregular in 

its external form, stood two or three Parlia­

mentary musketeers, with a group of some 

seven or eight prisoners, disarmed nucl tied. 

A torch was stuck into a hole in the ground, 

casting its red unwholesome glare around, over 

the rough stern features of Cromwell's soldiers, 

and the sad countenances of the captiYes, and 

the green branches of the trees, and the turf 

dabbled v,ith blood, and the corpses of frrn or 

six gallant companions fallen; for the spot \Vas 

one "here a fierce and last effort at resistance 

had been made. 

The armed soldiers were standing, resting 

on their guns; the captives ·were generally 

seated, though some "ho had receiYecl wounds 1 

were stretched out upou the grass. Few of 

them spoke, but one man, a Scotchmau, in the Ii 
garL of a !loyalist foot-soldier, who ,ms upon 

20 
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his feet, nearest to the musketeers, seemed 

anxious to ascertain the fate reserved for them. 

He had put several questions without receiving 

an answer; but, at length, one of the men, , 

seemingly irritated by his pertinacity, replied t 

in a loud harsh tone, " If you ,,ant to know 

"·hat is to become of you, Scot, I will tell 

you, though methinks you would learn soon 

n enough; you are to be solcl for slaves into the 
I 

i \ 

' plantations." 

( 

The poor Scotchman hung his head, and , 

sat clown dejected by his fellows. At the same , { 

moment a heavy cart came grating along towards 

them, antl one of the soldiers said, " Come, get 

up, get up; here is your conveyance." 

The cart had not yet indeed become visible, I ·' 
but the next instant the faint outline thereof 

was descried wending slowly forward, and 

there seemed two or three people ,vith it. 

The soldiers, as they looked forward, thought 

they perceived a woman's garments, ancl m ' 
1 

about a minute after, they saw a child also. • 

That sight was seen by another like,vis~, and 
21 .1 



a heart oppressed -with grief and 

despair, the sweet consoling tale of love and 

devotion true to the last. He raised himself a 

little from the grass, and the light of the torch 

fell more strongly than before upon his fine 

form and noble countenance. The expression 

was still the same, and any close observer 

could not have doubted that there ,vas a man 

of noble lineage, and of gentle breeding, 

although his gay and. plumed hat was cast 

away, and the coat that he now wore "-as that 

of a common foot-soldier. 

Slowly the cart rolled on, but when it came 

nigh, though the child still appeared, young, 

, and fair, and graceful, the woman's form was 

no longer seen. It seemed to have dissolved 

into thin air, or as if the darkness had swal-

lo-wed it up, eYen as she came forward. So 

suddenly and completely did it disappear, that 

' ,, 
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one of the soldier::, took t,vo or three steps ~r j 
forward to meet the cart, bending his eyes ~ ,t/ 

fixedly upon the obscurity before him; and I 'I 
I~ when he reached t~~ little group walking ij 
'?~22:dh 1::~~~-~1t~~ ),_ - ~~)) r~ ~.~:\ .. v) (: 

< ' . r:- :.!Y' 
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(C\~ together at the horse's head, he demanded, ~•
1
i;.~ 

/\ . I il' '/ (( t ! sharply, "vV as there not a woman with you ? " ~ /[',J;, 

1.

1\ \_,_11 "X o,'' replied the carter, "there has been no ·\ i//': \ t1 I !t )( 
0, \,

1

, woman here, unless you ca11 this babe a \Yoman." j[1'1) 
t\ \i' ~ 

"And what does she want here?" de- ,I,·)} 
'j I 

., manded the stern voice of the soldier ; " this \ ... //); 

is no place for children, or women either." t, (. }; 
"I am seeking my father, sir,' ' said the !\ ~ \ 

'jar sweet low voice of the little girl. " I am sure ·1· \. ! 
'I 1

1 you will help me to find my father.' ' 11
' 

'() t The soldier gazed at her for an instant, as l :} 
the light of the torch, somewhat softened by I / 1 

1 , tf LI 
the distance, fell upon her fair countenance t l I 
and her rich dress ; and he shook his head . 

I 

with a look not altogether unfeeling, replying, \ , \, 

have none of your gay gal1ants amongst us; ~' j' I 
1 !~, \ 

your ruffling cavaliers and dashing on1s have · //1 
I\.,, '111'. all been taken into the town; we ha Ye got / 

none but the poor foot-soldiers, who have been 1 \) 

{ ' led like sheep to the slaughter by those who 

,· should know better." ~ \ 
{! /; B I h . 1 1· . l d " !, 4 , _ " ut am sure e 1s 1ere, 1vmg or c ea , r-~ 

~-<-<4'.'a$ffe~~~ 
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said the little girl in reply; " one of our 

servants saw him here just after the battle, and 

he told me where to find him; pray let me 

look for him by the light of the torch;" and 

she clasped her fair small hands together "ith 

the gesture of earnest entreaty. 

"I am here, my child, I am here my 

Kate," cried a voice; for, although it was ruin 

to all his plans, the captive could resist no , 

louger; and the child darted forward unopposed, 

for the soldiers had not the heart to restrain 

her under the impulse of filial affection. 

The poor captive tried to rise from the 

ground to press her to his heart as she spraug 

towards him; but his hands ·were tied, and 

before he could effect that purpose, the child 

had cast herself upon his bosom \Yith one arm 

round his neck, covering his face with kisses. 

The stern soldiers looked on much moved; 

but the captive was surprised to find that "hile 

mth her left arm she clung closely to him, 

the right sought out the bonds upon his bands , 

and something cold, like steel, glided clown his 
24 
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wrist. The next instant the cord was severed, 1 

11 
•, and his hands ,vere free ; and the child's mouth 1 

pressed close to his ear, whispered, low but 

clear, " There \; a horse at the corner of the 

wood. 1\Iount, father, and away ! " 

His brain seemed to turn giddy for a 
V I 

, 
moment, and the pulsations of his heart to 

stop. Dut the child unclasped her arm from 

his neck, and whispered once more, " A way ! " 

I'. 

It was the only chance for safety. The 

concealment he had hoped for ·was no longer 

possible. The Lloody axe which had struck so • 

many of his noble friends was the only fate ' 

before him; and, springing suddenly on his 

feet, he darted away into the gloom. 

As his tall figure disappeared, however, the 

stem boldiers, with a fierce cry of indignation, 1 , 

raised their muskets to their shoulders, and fired / 

in the direction he had taken. A shril1 scream 

bunit from the darkness, at the ye1-y same instant i 
that the sound of a horse's hoofs at the full 

gallop reached tho spot where they stood. 

" He is do"·n, he is clo·wn ! ,. cried some of 
25 
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1

1 comrades remained ·with the prisoners. But · f2; 
l , '7 they found no one, though they searched ~ "• 

I 
>--' 0:' l diligently around; ancl still the quick beating . :: ~~ 

~\ ._. of the horse ·s hoofs "°as heard, gro"°ing fainter ·.· '1 
.~~~ and fainter in the distance. ·when they ~; G: i r :· ,! ;> / returned to the spot ·where the capfrres were, \ •:: 

? -.. l 1'.t , they found the child lying prone upon the ~· 
r ~- ·1 '· .·;:.../ ground, pale as monumental marble; nor did Y-.' •. ,. l 7 

(~- she recover from the s11oon into "°hich she had ,:~.-\ 1;,r:1_, ~K~;1I 
••t· · fallen, till the prisoners had been all placed in ~ ..• ,11 :•_1•>, 

/4 'f the cart, and the party 11ere about to proceed , /¾_t.f J~-.¥'• 
b~~ '0 
'T,;" ' ur)on their 11ay. The soldiers threatened and ·I[.~ · :t;:::~ . Ir~. }~ .. 
'\!ii~ reproached, but they had not the heart t; hurt · ~\ ;;:f her; and one of them, "·ho was a father ';P? 
(, "': himself, took her by the hand, and led her ;.\·:.' .. ,,._.. 

~';) into \Vorcester. He said he must take her { -~, 

, : .. ] before tbe Lord General, but she besought and • 1.·: . 
•• I "•.,. 
t /: prayed him to let her seek shelter in the house :• ~, 
If (~ r. ·: ~ of an old serYant, and "hen he left her at the :·" 

1 
f :'.:\ door, he said to himself, '' If I should be ernr in : ,....~: i 

Mi·, 1 such a case, may my child do as she has clone." $ \ 
I L ~r ... , ,J 
. if :·~1~"' 

· ,t! • •• 2 6 • • fi rt. 
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sorrow-be they winged with joy and mirth-be 

they eveu-paced and tranquil in the path of 

life, still they go, they go; and when they are 

gone, they diminish into a mere speck. Nine 

years have passed away and it seems Lut a 

span; and yet if I come to think, my hair. 

which is now white, was then just turning grey, 

and my eyes, that arc dim now, ,vere as clear 

ns an eagle's.-But come out of the ,-vay, ln.d, 

come out of the "TT'av. There 's a stranger 

riding clown the hill, and I have not liked the 

sight of a stranger for many a long year." 

Such were the words of an old man, dressed 

m a black coat, with a broad-ended handker­

chief round his neck, and bearing a respectable 

and even reverend appearance. to a good-look­

ing country youth of two or three ancl t"·enty 

years of age, as they stood together upon the 

•: green sward beneath an old castle wall. 

. . 

I. . 
•. I 

Many a strong fortified house had been 

besieged and ruined by the cannon of one or 

the other of the contending parties rn tlrn 

grent civil ,var, but the dilapidation of this 
••• 30 •• 
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THE FAIRIES. 

building dated from a period long anterior, 

and the ivy had grown thickly over even the 

fragmeuts which had fallen from the walls, 

marking that centuries had passed. Yet these 

,rnlls were very thick aucl strong, and one 

coulcl not suppose, to look upon them, that 

the hand of time alone had broken them as 

they now appeared. It was evident, in 8hort, 

that some of man's desolating deYices had 

overthrown the place of strength before its 

• time-,Yhen, I know not-perhaps during the 

contentions of York and Lancaster; lrut how­

ever, there it stood, a ruin. The most perfec.:t 

part of the lmilcling ·was the old gateway, ·with 

its two tall machicolated to,Yers, and guard­

room over the arch; but yet the guard-room 

ancl to,Yers were both unroofcd, and the wirnl 

1Yhistled through the empty windol'i·-framcs­

the voice of de6o1ation calling to the dead. 

From either side of this gateway stretched 

forth walls, with other to,rnrs, surroum1iug 

perhaps an acre and a half of ground; and 

the court within showed manv a fragment 
C 31 
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r -'1 ~ f f euclal times in the crumbling masonry , 10 
'lf= ' \hf 1~_~t1 of the late keep, and the broken tracery of }._~·✓ 

I~~~ CS •' 1 the chapel windo,vs . A seec11ing ash tree <J , -

:° ~ii had planted itself here and there amongst / c,1-· 
.. -r\1 ((',Jt. 

-...-J1ii the ruins, and three tall elms in a group J.>Q.,. 

~ :~;-~,- stretched their wide branches over thev well !~~~: ,~ 

I in the cast1e court. That well had once been "" ~"(1 ,.c/ t·\1 cornred by an arch of richly wrought stone- ,~ fj 
'-! ·>\I ,York; bnt some forty years before the period of 1,)1 
-~-(' ,~ 

)j' ·which I speak, the mortar having fallen ont, {D). 
~ ~~ ~' )( ·~ and some of the stones dropped into the water, p"!t;) ,.' 

1 , which ,ms the finest, the clearest, and the best 1 '-J" ~'"II ';-.---
-; ' 

1
' in the "·hole neighbourhood, the inhabitants ! ,~· ~ 

"if?. : I f I J 

G't; 
1 

of the adjacent village, who loYecl the well 1 , 

r;;~/ "·ith a degree of almost superstitious affection, 
11 

/~ 

1 
; J cleared away the ruined fragments from around ti__::,.~ 

~~~l(il it, and left it nearly as natuTe had formed it, r r~•/ 
-~ 'l, .r with no covering but the branches of the three , , J€ \ji elms of which l have spoken, ! ; ~ 
;{ The castle well ,vas in fact a sprmg of rd 

-:>~: Yery beautiful water which issued bountifully !,e1r(:i· 
> \ •. from the turf in the castle comt. Old hands I',/,..•· 
{ ;4c \ I t'r) 
it ~- long gone had dug a little reservoir for the , ~qJ f\~ 3~ I~~ 
f ~ ;~~. (~{::;.:,; r~(< c160£~~?tc~ 
' ~ ,-~ ~• f \._ j •--+>I .i I • /° ~- ~ \ ~ .;t 
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<'•/~.,,\"\~h~~r~~\,\ 1rS't l--8-(f jzr:_J? '_G.i'~ '~~ 
- ~~ ~ __ ,...~ ~ r-1f._ J l · , ( '1t l E.: '1::-..:> ~, 
- J ~- ~- - THE FAIRIES. "-, r. - - -\, .j' 
~ 1-~ ,.~ : ,vaters of this spring about three feet deep ~0 t,~ _,, ~ , I 1\.;.f' 

\I.__;/\ and of the same ,vidth, with a length of I hlP 
( ..) ·' ; ' about four feet-it might be five, but I never ·~l"_1, CJ 
'~\I t,)~ ""1 -1, measured it. The sides of this reservoir "·ere r '"'-' 

-0 ~ lined \Yith flat stones to prevent the earth rt-~ t:.) 
.._ ~\ from falling in; and a semi-circular piece 'r-; i 

tJN l :~ l!.. j cut out of the slab at the west side, suffered · %~ 1/f? l, \ ~ the superfluous \Yater to flow a1Vay into a ? x::J 
, , : ~I little conduit underneath the castle wall, and h;\ 

· r \ so over the side of the hill do"\nl to the 1
11>;::\ 

., ~~i l~~(> 4. i ;'~ stream in the valley. From the distance of G,? 
• ~ w'"Jh, 
· ,. more than a mile, people \\·ould come to fill 

1

1 ·;_:, 

\~] the pitcher at this well; and, indeed, so lim- f~ ~ 
C~1; picl ,rns the water, that although at most ::,Jt.) 

1..,1 

• r, times the smooth surface reflected the leaves 

6
1 

• 
( ,<~ ,, ,,. ,., ) 

~~,.•\·: and branches of the trees above, yet through •\~ " ,r these transparent coloured images one could 
1 

~/,,. 

,.. ,;... i H see the little pebbles at the bottom as distinctly 5, i) 
J· \ ,l~ifnomeclium but thin air had been interposed: I /Q) ti :i 1,,G't) (. \1 indeed, it only seemed to render them l>righter, ir ~-
\~ as if encasing them in polished crystal. All '' C?.T,6 
;"{: , 

11 
around, the turf was short and thick; and the : ~ ~\ 

~.o ~,: elms and the well they shaded \Yere so placed ir,~-~ 4~ °' ' C 2 33 f1 , Q j 
(, \.J ~;;;-~ C- ,-,,~~ ....... ~ --0< ~ r,.~ , ""'""' .ii' J. 1 > .. n.~ '\ '•l- } ' 0. ;'\ ' •. /' • ' ,~ /-( ~. ,. ~w rj' .: ..,,.. u _) ,. . ' 1 c___ .:~) ),., 1 1\ r,. _.ro_ \ 
'-.ff, if ., ~ ,.. I , <> ,, rJJ - -.at, " , ~ i ✓ - J1/ ,_, ,,I I , ;-
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as to Le clearly seen through the archway of 

the great gates, by auy one who was &tanding 

on the castle green in front. 

I ham been obliged to dwell upon these facts 

particularly : for the reader must remark and 

remember them as neces:,ary to the due under­

standing of this tale. It may be also as ,rnll to 

point out that the castle stood alone, on "·hat may 

he called the step of a hill, occupying a position 

about half "·a.r up tho ascent, which was long Lut 

not steep. This step was a flat pieee of ·orue 

twenty or thirty acre·: and upon it. at the cli;-:;­

tauce of three or four huudred yard · from the 

0111 castle. ,n'n' built se,·eral ueat eottages. 

Belo"· them agaiu. on Loth :-,i<le:s of the road, 

which, after crossi11g the ta--tle greeu in it:­

tle::;cent, wouud gently clown to the hottoru of 

the rnlley, appeared the village, follo,riug all the 

sinuosities of the path, arnl o clo ·e]y embow­

ered iu trees, that from the old gates nothing 

conlll be perceiYecl but a roof or a chimney here 

and there, and the tower of the church nsrng 

up from below. 
34 
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It was as pretty a rural scene, indeed. ns 

ever the eye foll upon; and, whether in sun­

shine or in shade, under the blue sky ur the 

cloud, there was something of homely peace 

and tnm<]_uillity about it which had a tendency 

to soothe the mind of the beholder, and call 

up images of a calmer and a happier kiud, than 

the heart ·was ordinarily co1wersant with in 

those <1:ws of strife and faction. 

The Yillage had fared ,vell, too, in many re­

spects. At some distance from any of the chan­

nels through which the tide of mu· had flowed, 

few of those pertinaciou~ heart-burnings hatl beeu 

engernlered in it which hacl sprung up in most 

parts of England, from the struggle of parties 

in the ciYil war. The old clergyman of the 

place, it is true, ha<l been dispossessed, and a 

Presbyterian minister occupied his p1ace: but 

gooJ Doctor Aldover was a Yery meek. peaceful, 

and timid man, and he had macle no struggh• 

to retain what the powers that were thought fit 

to take away from him. having been scarecl 

almost out of his ·euses by being apprchernlr,il 
J5 
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·\~!~ lb as a malignant, while on a visit to a neighbour- /)/J,; 
p' ~ , \j 11c-;-'¾ 
.Lb.·,; ing tom1, and examined by a pai·ty _of Parlia- _•:,,:---

1 

;;\ 

\. ~.;_:\ mentary Commissioners. He prom1secl them i~ '✓' if 
~, ~ on that occasion, with all the sincerity of terror, .. :. _y 

-• .-I I ~ 
'l 11 1\ 

·, · to conform as much as in him lay to their good 1, t ""-~'\._ - 1~ "'~ .\., r";f.1 , will ancl pleasure, and consequently resigned \ ~r'r 
~ ~ ·~:~ 

l . ~f his benefice, ',rithout a -word, at the very first J ./ ./ ... 
~ ~~ -¢ ;t

1 
/i summons. He hacl studied medicine early, as ;t?t;: j 

. ,\£-;! a means of benefitting his parishioners; and ~:-) 

~'y;. 7l f tl th "th l" ~~-:--JI,,•~ z=--,;,r;1• now, as was requen y e case ,n ( 1spos- f.-·-;_.'.r'' 
VI I sessed clergymen in those clays, he studied the 

\ \'\~,- ,. 
•' r ri 

';,)(:yj_lt healing art more deeply, for the purpose of / ·: 1
.,. 

01-rl :11 f,-~ 
• ~ t maintaining himself. He acquired skill and l) -.. 

~<, -,JI I ' ~ < 

''-\.,
0 

'lb reputation too, and, at the time I speak of. l :\ < 

\M was the only physician or surgeon in the 6 ~ ... : , 
P, ,,::> 71} '.~,~<-,· f . place. It cannot be said, that, though he A " , 

,:~,1< .·111 b h" £ 11 l 1 l l ...., l _ ~,,-17·? ~ .,;-,c. ore is ate so mee ~ y, 10 oo ~ec at 1is C- t ,· 
,1 ~~ ; l~ -, " c 

""',J..-?-,._ Presbyterian rival at first ,nth any g-reat afl'ct- . -' ~'t /. tion; but it so happened that the..., minister. - i';!-
\ •1• I though somewhat starch and caustic in bis '.~\ '-/ 

1 , ~. manner, ,vas a good man and a kind, at heart: f -,..\ ~ 
,.,_- ••• ...., <" 1( ( 

1(~. a11cl when he discoverecl all the high qualities ,{~ \ k 
1/
.J,~;, of his predecessor, he felt half indined to be i :fai \\ 
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~\ l sorry that he had been the means of depriving ~ (* 
1~\I him of his cuee. He m:.1.cle sundry attempts to )~ '>·'\: 

~ :~I win the friendship of good. old. Doctor Aldover, ,V~ /if 
<\~~~~ which though shily viewed at first, were ren- ~/;. 

\. ~-1 ; derecl successful in the end. by various acci- ~ t 
~ :;( dental circumstances which tended to bring D ~r 
·: - i..\~ f them together; ancl now they would not unfre- ! ' -· 
-~ quently sit in the parlour of the one or the i;_i' 
l\,~\ other, drinkin

0
a a moderate bofass of 

0
aood ale, ~'ft 

- y-' . ::;_:;£/ 
li~f!r ancl co1wersiug learnedly of this or of that, 'r·~ftfi 

sometimes with much simple shrewdness, when f/ 
~iJ/,r,~ll the topic was one ,vith which their studies had 't~tL 
~1 le{_) fY:l. 
roJi rendered them familiar, and sometimes very I\% ~:---
,1, l../ fr fo , '° y nonsensically, when they ventured upon abround 0 ::l. ' ,l\ ;:). ";" 

vY~ of which they had no experience. .1 ~~ 
1 

1.i It .7i Such was the state of the village on the 11\~t:;r-~ 
\tJ day I speak of. ,ht,,{ff· 

7) ;:-' i ' 
§(:!/J""·:+ I know not whether the poet intend.eel it as · -~J ~,r~, \. ~ I ~\-... 

,. the most perfect picture of human felicity when , ~ -4:'( 
'. ,;-,·; he described a man as " the world forgetting, I,}~ ) 
, '-?-:' by the world forgot," but certainly, dear Reader, j:., t} 
}X 

1
;\k such is to many men, ancl to all men under , ~~:' 1\ 

11-YJ~t. certain circumstances, R Yery l>lissful mode or I } ' ~·
1 I '\, 37 , ' \ , , 
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TIIE LAST OF 

condition of life. "'\Ve all know that in this 

great ·world that \Ye inhabit, there are a 

great number of j( · lousies, fears, animosities. 

hatreds, strifes, C0!1fusions, riots, mrtssacres, 

crimes-that men in the ,rorlcl pick cad1 other ·s 

pockets of their purses, their snuff-boxes, their 

handken.:hiefs, their reputation, their honour. 

their peace ; and ,re all know, moreoYel', that 

there are certain times- stormy times in the 

world, party times-11·hen the winds of faction 

blo"· high, and the clouds of rnn<.:our gather 

over the state, and men see in the faneiful 

Yapours, strange images of patriotism and free­

dom, and clerntion and renown, ,,hid1 after all 

turn out shapes formed of mist. that change 

with eYery puff of pre,·ailiug gale; "·e all know. 

I say, that there are such times, and that theu 

the deYil is e\'.ceeclingly busy in stirring up the 

confused caldron of human pas~ions, and bringing 

hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness to the 
smface. 

Surely, at such epochs as these, a man may 

well wish to live, " the 11·orhl for(J'ctti n (J' L.v 
b b' 38 



THE FAIRIES. 

the world forgot ." But it is not very often 

that he can find such a state in its completeness 

as might baYe been clone at the time I speak 

of, in the village that I haYe mentioned. The 

Presbyterian minister was at the height of his 

ambition. There was nothing more for him to 

have or to desire. He had disposesssecl an 

Episcopalian of his chm·ch and benefice, he had 

sat himself down amongst a knot of his co­

religionists, to whom he could ho1d forth con­

tinually upon precle::itination, and election, and 

free grace. He met with no opposition and 

very little dissent from his doctrines, and he 

did not at all ,rnnt to be disturbed in the 

exercise of functions which worked so easily by 

Baptists, Anabaptists, Independents, or Fifth 

}>Iorntrchy men. 

Doctor Alclover had still greater objections 

to any interruptions of the <]_nietncle of the 

place ; and he it was, to say the truth, ·who, 

standing before the castle gate, "·ith a youth, 

the son of one of his patients. was struck with 

so much tenor at the sight of a stranger, and 
39 
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1

, hurrieLl away so precipitately towards his o,-rn 
I 

r\ 
. _ ~ house in the ,'illage. j. '~ ; 

,1;-"\ In the meantime, the horseman whom he ~/;-\ 

,.-

-_.1-. '~ _·;,/1\~ :'1'1-~7::1/_·:-~_,.~_._ >- . __ ,.,,. _ had perceived coming down the hill, descended , . , 

slo,Yly; and it ,,ould appear that his quiet ,. ~ .J 
rt. ~ iF I pace was the effect, more of curiosity in regard I ' r·, '1 

"f / to the country, than of apprehension for his / ( 

i 'I horse ·s knees, for he stop1)ecl alto
0
aether more \. 

\ /,. • I 

____,.,, h d d h r r "~>- t an once, an seeme to gaze o,·er t e sur-

f
</;'~ rounding scene. He took no notice ,,hatsoe,er i 7 

- -;-

1

, f' tl t 1 t 1 t h · h I .._ o 1e wo "10 urnec a"TT"ay a 1s approac ; 
;:r 11(' ' 

~~•-.; J: 
1 

and, at length, he reached the step in the hill !',\\ ~ . 
,.. -{ __ ~ ·which I ham described, and drew in his rein ~ -
··, -~ !I 11: J. \ pr' .\~~ before the castle gates. '\Yhether it -was the 'ryjf ·~ 

'"' beauty of the scene tbat attracted him. or some _,.,,,.. ,·~ 

~ J •, 1 . . l I 11 Ji: ..... ~ 9 1 persona mterest m t 1e spot, caunot te ; , 

r,r ~- but, after looki11g round him for a moment. he ti. ) 
"c('J ~~ 
i1 · dismounted, thre" the heavy stirrur):s across ~ 1'1/ \. \ _; ,~ !r- . ) 

, __, · -<if the saddle, and leading his horse nncler the 1:, \ 
1 r, 

..... ""*f I shadow of the old walls at the northern angle, Ir· rr 
,.;-~ 

1 
I where the grass was luxuriant but somev,lrnt II~ • · .,.. ,,.. ~ . w "} .... ,......, 

1~-; r ~ r I I I) • (\l 1 rank, he left him_ to feed, as if there ,ms a II~ ;-'--/ 
~r, I perfect unclerstanclmg het,Yeen_ man and be.ast. .-f!Er, 

~~ v1 •, ~.:::;::~---......,.:----=---:·~ YA"· 
~~~~!:~~~~~~--;:~ ~--r-~:· :~)~,~;,:':~-~ ~ ~ rr~ . . . ~ . . j}}' -~-~ ~-- >"\....>h~ ~ • . , - . , . - -r ..,, ' ... ~ ) 
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Now, whether meditation always ends ma 

conviction of its own inutility, and men, before 

it has gone on long, come to the conclusion of 

one of the best of our mocking-bird poets, that 

"Thinking is nothing but a waste of thought, 

And nought is everything, and everything is nought:" 

or whether there be something of a retro-active 

"""'r 
-0 \ 

,Ai 

l\~\t 
~' 
[K?t~ 
!R~ .~[ 
1-<-t ... , 

mesmerism in the very operation of thinking, 
1 

. ( ... , 

I : I 'O\ 

'f' ' which sends the thinker asleep, as potently as " ,,,, 

,, the communication of his thoughts sometimes ~n 
sends others; certain it is that reverie::;. 

- especially after a long ride, are very apt-at h t; 

I least, it is so ·with myself-to end in a nap. : ff 
The traveller, if one might judge by his { j~ · 

, K~~ 
~ dress, which was very clu::;ty, had come that 11 f,' • , · 

i;_~~l1i day some-what more than a good morning·~r.r;~-

f-' 41 - ~ -.....------ • , · 
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march; and his meditations, after haYiug con­

tinued profoundly for about fhe minutes, con­

cluded in the abandonment of all meditations. 

His eyes closed, his head leaned bae;k aga~1st 

the angle of the masonry, and his hat pressed 

off formed an indifferent pillow, while his 

<lark bromi hair escaping from beneath. refuted 

without ·words the famous tract upon "The 

unloYeliness of Lo-relocks ." 

In short, he was a very handsome young 

man, of some seven or eight and twenty ; and 

the bright glossy curls of his long abundant 

hair suited his face much better than the short 

crop of the Parliamentary soldier, or the sleek 

straight-cut hair of the purit!lllical preacher. 

He slept there undisturbed for nearly half 

an hour; and ·whether he dreamed at all, or llid 

not dream. "·hether his slumbers ·were s" cct 

and balmy, or troubled and restless. none knew . . 

so well as his horse; for the animal. after 

having cropped the grass for about a quarter 

of an hour, came quietly up to his master, and 

looked at him ,Yith a pensive seriousness. very 
42 
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edifying to behold, as if he ·were reasonmg 

, upon the quality of sleep, or 'iYOndering what 

the lllischief his master could Le about. At the 

encl of the time I have mentioned, however, 

the horse garn a sudden start, and a stamp 

·with his foot; and the traveller springing on 

his feet, found the sun upon the very Yerge of 

the horizon, pouring a rid1 stream of purple 

light straight through the great gates and over 

the green turf of the castle yard. 

As was rnry natural ,vith a hor::;e, after 

Li,, ing been ridden throughout a dusty day, 

the beast's nose was extended straight tmrnrcls 

t~1e well in the castle yard ; and the young 

gentleman, tnrning his eyes in that direction 

likewi::,e, Leheltl, with a strange peculiar feeliug 

which he could not account for, a female form 

of ex.ti nisite beauty and grace standing on the 

oppo::;ite side of the little "ell, and gazrng 

apparently to,rnnb the setting sun. She was 

clothed altogether in white, and though the 

shadow of the trees fell oYer her mt there was 
' " 

at that moment a sort of airy lu::;tre 1,1pon her 
-13 
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., ,-=.1 ·1 1 .,.._, ' ·~ THE LAST OF (~ ~ • 1• ,?<,~: 
~/ :J1j ~, ~~-~ ✓,•1 face ancl person, ,,-hich spread, as it seemed. 

1 .'r· 
\\ \f I,, 
\i , 1 through the atmosphere rouncl her, catching , , ,, 

~ \I 
1
) even upon the rugged trunks of the e]ms ancl b') ', r-

~ 41 (:- ' ) :;;;i the leaves immediately oYer her head, Yery I\,·.\,,_,·~~~ 

ll/
1

; much after the fashion of the glory rournl the \'~ 

Ci £gures of saints m pictures of the secoud r)~. /~\,\ !, /f!'-
r, or third epoch of art. She ,rns slight arnl -

·{~, .. f :j. small of stature; but it seemed, to the dazzlecl I t \ ;_ 

'~} ..i l ~rlt ~· 
1 1 

I and surprised eyes of the traYeller, that neYer , !u 
1
1
1 iu mortal form had he beheld so much sqnmet1T "' 11 !· ,I ., I, 

~ ~~ and grace. Ile could hardly believe that he ,, 
~./!> l !) 

\ ~ / was a-wake; aml yet eYerything ,rns clear antl I\\~ 
~ 1 palpable around him: the old castle and its •~~ 

i ;.i\.{; grey walls, and the green iYy, the yard, the / i ' 
~I@!: ~)cf. &g 1. ~ chapel, tbe castle green, the hortie ,.-hid1 haJ. l · ,i•~ 
~ - ' · { borne him so far. But titill he almost fane:iecl ' lt'~, that he MS sleeping, for the beiug before if t • 
;/.:..:_ q him, dressed in a fashion different from that of I }' \/ 

\ I :,1 I I I '. :cl ' 
, .~ 1 the clay, lookecl so much like the creature of I~ 

I ,,.,- ,., 
some brilliant dream, that he couhl hardly , ~ 

imagine it reality. He took a step or two ~~ 

towards her; and was COllYinccd that he ,ms I r 
waking, by seeing the reflection of the same I,'~ l 

• ~ ~--~-- -H ~ 

~' !~z:~~~!75~~,·~~,<•~~4'~ ( 
~~- (I' . ~ ~ t,- \)\ 
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CHAPTER IY. 

h passmg from the castle to tl1e higher 

part of the Yillage, there ·was a little lane be 

tween two trimmed hedge-roils with gardens 

on either side, filled not only with fruit-bearing 

trees but with several broad oaks and long-armed 

beeches, and here and there a poplar to"wering 

up and looking in the shado·wy eYening Ly no 

means unlike a cypress. The hedge 011 the left 

ended in a neat paling, defending from the en­

croachment of dogs and urchi111:i a small strip 

of flower-garden lying Let,rncu the laue and a 

moderate-sized house. ..A'> soon as you had 

passed the house, you fouucl yourself upon a 

good ,vicle piece of broken turf, Hanking the 

sandy main road. and ornamented ·with a ro,Y 

of elms ; and the eye could range do,n1 the 

hiab\VaY between hou:,es and gardens and 
0 • .., 

groups of trees and broad patches of m1ste 
46 
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green. dotted with sundry geese gobbling the 

short grass, into the more populous part of the 

village, till, taking a gentle turn, its further 

course was lost, just when the church came in 

sight, with the ·wall of the church-yard extend­

ing to the edge of the road. 

.. 

The house on the left of the lane-I mean 

the house with the little strjp of flower-garden­

was both neat and picturesque, a combination 

not frequently found. The lower story­

·whether upon the consideration that land was 

dear and sky was cheap-had been so con­

structed as to occupy considerably less space than 

the upper story, which projected on every side 

nearly a foot and a half beyond the sub-struc­

ture, resting on massive beams, ·which -were 

supported by the ·walls beneath. The roof was 

thatched, but in the most perfect order and 

repair, and tl1e ,valls were nicely whitewashed, 

although an immense quantity of superfluous 

timber, formjug a sort of curious pattern 

upon the front and sides, "·as still distinctly 

visible, giving the whole building the appear-
4i 
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Here lived good Doctor Alclover ; and to­

,vards the hour of sunset on the day I have 

mentioned, he was sitting, as "'as not at all 

uncommon in those times, before hi::; o"·n 

door, mth a table by hi::, side, and a jug of 

ale upon it. 

Close to him. hat m hand, and ready 

to depart, was the youth ·with "·horn "e have 

seen him speaking upon the green before the 

old castle; but upon the other side of the table. 

seated on a settle, ,,;-as the Presbyterian minis­

ter, a thin, "·om, ascetic-looking personage, of 

tifty-six: or fifty-seven years of age, whose some­

"·hat hard features aud fallen cheeks ga,·e an 

expression of ourness and implacaliility to his 

countenance, except at those moments when an 

accidental smile played upon his lips, serYing 

as a better interpreter to his heart. 

The good clerical doctor cli::,missed the 

youth with an a::;sumnce that hi::, father 

.. . 
~· t ~I ~--, .. ,,,. ... ,,. 
., I 

would do YCl'Y well if he ,rnuld take the medi-. . . , . 
/._ ~ ·r. ...... ----------,:-----~--~~~-t) 

· ~- r:;-t ~ ·· - -i•,j:; ~. :~~. 
--- _:_ -

-;/. ,. ~ Jo;_ .... 

~ 
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f 1 
" cines ordered him. "You see to it yourself, 

1 

1 .T ohn Brownlow," he said; "for I have a great ( Vi: 

1 
i', ~I notion, my man, that more of the potions go 1rl 

I(::', under the bed than into the mouth, and I'll ~) 

~' .J call uJ_Jon him again to-morrow. I shall fiuc1 t ·'·;, 
r-• •: rA· 
I
t,.~'\ him out, depend upon it." II~\:•) 
) .• I " Then yon don't think he 's be,Yitchecl. , ... , 

{:'.:" sir?" said the young man "·ith a sly smile. . ~: i 
•r.:j) " Bewitched? befidcllecl ! " exclaimed Doc- (i\ h- ) ; ~-1 
j' ~ tor Aldover; " uo such thing, it is all nonsen~e 1'«{/; 

-get away ,vith you." ii'):• 
'. The youug mau retiretl Rt his bidding; but ,:~ 

\· the Rev. Gideon Samson shook his head with f.ir 
a grave a.ud donbtful expression of countenmwe. j[~.J 
observing, " I hope, my goocl and leametl J tf.( 

>'< : \,J1 
:':-- ·: friend, your obserYntion j~:st now does not ex- '·: _ .. 

1 

(;j tend to imply a disbelief iu the actunl existe11('( 

' ~-1 of ,Yitches or in the apparition of the spirits of 

i[: the dead ': " 

[. ·' Xay, Ilea Yen fo1·bitl, reYereml sir," replietl 

.. Doctor jJdoYer. " That witches have e:-.i~tc(l .. 
"' we kiw-w from the Book of books ; arnl that 

I, 

'(\ ', spirits have appearecl and clo appear is reL 
;/f·r { !U 

I 

,;;. 
r ·- ' 

- .. ' 
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ft' , THE LAST OF j_ i..~ _.,j ( :)f ,-.),,/ c~~r ,!ere: positiYely certain by direct testimony '{fi 
- I ,rhich cannot be gainsayed ; but ·whether these ~ 

' 

11 .. ~ 
• \ be mere astral spirits, or really aud truly tLe /-:..--....J 

i\,I :->' , 1 isem bodied souls of departed persons. some- I;.!:: i 
•, CJ'',~,• times puzzles me sorely to determine.·• ~7v, ✓.1 ...; • ·· Astral t>pirits l ., exclaimed ?iir. Gideou ~ 

• I I ', 
.r j Samson. '• That is a mere fantastic absurdit,. "-

~ ;,.I") - I C::> 
'}~ Doctor Altlom·, a mode of explaining away t~ 

,, , }' fact-; ,rhid1 Loth Scripture, common sen::,e, and i . 
·" \Ji evidence require us to lielie,·e. I suppose your I~ 
~ >l~· -:-ceptical coxcombs ,vould haYe it that this fairy ~-~ 
t 1t~-,-.1~. , 4 

1 of the castle is an astral spirit, forsooth : but I "\ 

---. ]~' ~ "ill ever maintain that it is purely ancl simply 
)n l f l r, ( .,..., the reappearance on this eart 1 o a person ong 1-( 

' ..,J 
-~ dead, permitted, for some inscrutable purpose, \./' 

f,, / , /1 .. fr 
Y I tn reYi5it scenes once familiar. I suppo::;e. < 

(·. l)octor, :rou clo not think Dt to cli::;belieYe in r : 1·' 
',· r' ~'G) ' l ~· thi::; apparitio11. at least, "hen it has been seen , r ~ 

hJ· ·o many. i/Q.; 
·· Hea\'eu forLiJ tliat I ::,houlJ di:;Lelieve in ,G'\) 

/ ., 
the fairy,·• answered Doctor Aldover meekly. 1/: 11 ~ 
.. Have I not seen her myself, whid1 is Letter / - ~"I 

, than all argument. my reverend fri(•ncl?.. I '. '6) 
L so .. 

( , i ;._\:.>{ ,_,. - ~(? ./·, 
< ►~;,(Cf3ct )r~,; -~n <. 

J (,. ./ -~ ; '! < ~ ' t ,...,,. 



.. I don't know that," answered Mr. Samson, 

·who "·as in a disputatious mood; " there are 

some modes of argument, Doctor AldoYer, 

which are more convincing than even the evi­

dence of our o,vn senses." 

A sly smile came upon the worthy Doctor'::, 

face ; liut the co11Yersation "\\as cut short liy the 

appearance of a third personage on the scene: 

no other, in fact, than the young stranger who 

had passed a portion of the ernning in sleeping 

under the castle walls. He walked forward 

s10\vly and gnwely in the t,Yilight, leading his 

hor::;E, hy the bridle, as if either ,Yeary with a 

long ride. or uu:,;y ·with deep meditations; and. 

as he approache(l the spot where Doctor Al­

<loYer and his companion ~ere sitting, he raised 

his eves and looked at them steadily, and then. . ' 

·with a graceful salutation, a<ldressed the wortb~­

physicinn, inquiring if he could direct him to :m 

inn. or any place ,Yherc he could obtain accom­

modation for his beast and himself dnri11g thr 
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neighbourhood, I thank God," said l\Ir. Gideon :{'i> 'f 
Samson, taking the ,vords out of Doctor Al-

clover's mouth. " vVe have not here much to do 

with lewd travellers, and no habitual revellers 

of our o"·n; those are eYils we are free from 

at least." 

The answer "°as certainly not civil, but 

yet the young stranger only heard it ·with a 

smile. '• There may be other traveller:-;, my 

good sir," he said, "besides those "'born yon 

designate by so harsh a name ; and I trust I am 

one of them. There are traYellers for business 

as well as for pleasure; and they needs must 

find some place of public entertainment if they 

have no friends in the part of the country 

where they may be. Such is my case at pre-

sent, and I shall thiuk it so111m·d1at hanl, if 

with a weary beast and tired limbs of my 0"·11, 

'-I ~ 

~ 
. ) 

~~1 
~ 
·;2 ~~ 
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' \ .o ~1-~ ) 
7 '\' explained, was not by nature a harsh or unkind iJ,_,' : 

J ~ 
1 man, though, as is al ways the case with sects ~ ~ 

claiming the utmost extent of free judgment, (X ) 

r he was somewhat intolerant of the opinions of ., 
" r~ othert:i. His second reply, however, though ~-

~- couched in rather more courteous terms than 

:· _6 C:,. the first, ·was but little more satisfactory to the ~~ 
t ~---' 
• • ) 1• stranger; for it only went to show him that "' 
t' /f.r.' ' 

c. I there ,ms but small chance of his obtaining any 

4 accommodation in a place where, for some rea-

' / son or another, he "·as determined to remain. 
l 

. r~ 

~~ 
. 
\ 

His face displa:red the mortification which 

he felt Yery clearly, ancl just as he ·was turning 

away ,,ith an expression of thanks for what 

little information he had obtained, good Doctor 

' AldoYer, who had been gazing at him with 

some interest. but without speaking, came to 

his relief, saying, "::\Iy cl-welling is a very hum­

ble one, sir, but if you can content yourself 

with that, such accommodation as it can afford 

is Yery much at your ::;en"ice for the night." 

The young man's countenance brightened 

instantly; and after some faint apologies for 
53 
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The Doctor did not conclude the sentence 

as he had intended, for he stood in some awe 

of his Presbyterian friend, and the catalogue of 

good things which he was about to enumerate 

hung suspend eel on his lips. '· .. We can gi ,·e 

you,'' he said, " a cup of as good ale as any in 

the country, and a frugal supper- it may be of 

lireacl and cheese, or perhaps a rasher, aucl 

though my beds are not of dom1, yet they are 

soft enough to sleep upon, especially for a 

weary man." 

The i1witation thus giYen and receiYPcl 

seemed the signal for worthy ::\Ir. Gideon Sam­

son's departure, and to say the truth, his going 

rlid not appear at all unpleasant to Doctor Al-

_, 
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\ tr:+- ' THE FAIRIES. i....=. - ~.Ei .' 
·-~'"1 ~~f. ance. He let him be out of earshot, howeYer, ,., '~J; ~•1 r: _ .... , 

-:,.... f l d 11 cl h ,,../ ..,o /,~ , be ore 1e ma e any comment, ta rn to t e ,, ~\ 
~::;) : l . t t bl" h" h t 11 l t ill' 'xs-,,, .:,p: ·• stranger auou s a mg 1s orse, a me o -, 

\, J, hims;lf as to wlrnt roo:U he should lodge him f
1

_/;_ 

\. 
'
11 l in, and then, calling loudly for a personage ff / 

~~ ~ 
~/\- named .Joshua, declared repeatedly that he was : ~ 

' 

~ very happy indeed to have the opportunity of Iv ,/ ·, 
11 j --~ .. 

showing his young guest some attention. 

l
The st

1
range~· re

1
cei_vhecl

1 
~isb ~i

1
,
1
·ili~iesh' . ca

1
lml_v

1 
,,,· '.~i? 

am grave y, vm1tec ,nt 11s nc e 111 1s 1am r 
till .Joshua appeared in a gardener's habit, and J ,1; 

then, resigning the charge of his steed to him, 

walked with his host into the house, and en-

tered a reading parlour, to ·which one descended 

by a single step. ,Vhen the door was closed, 

however, he too began to smile; and. taking 

the Doctor's hand as he welcomed him cour-

teously. he said, '' I rather imagine, my kirnl 

friend, that your hospitality is sho'\\n to one not 

altogether unknown to you, although you have 

forgotten him. Time has changed you much too, 

hut I cannot be mistaken in thinking that I 

l., 

, ~1r•I I .. I . 
l .;__"" 
~). ~r/, 

l 

.{ 

' ; 
C" \.,'. ~ 

~ ,11: 
,~·\ 
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"To be sure, to be su:::,, answered that I.,, 
, , , clerical physican. "I will never deny my 
• V ' 

I uame; but in good sooth. young gentleman. 

yours I cannot tell; and yet your face comes 

back upon my memory like a dream -I " ·ish 

• J 

f .-.. 1 r; you ,rnulcl say where I have seen it." /1\, 
: 

11
1

1
1 ·' lt matters not, my dear sir," replied tlw 

1
((-~ ~,· ~~,---. young gentleman. "You saw it last in terrible 

.~, \ times, " ·hich it were safest both for you and 

~

/{ me not to speak of." ii,~ 
r I 

1
1 1 l k l 11 1 h ~ / ,1 Doctor A dover oo ·ec a roum t e room '// 

n~.~'_.,lj ~✓-·•·! (\. " 11 with a timid glance, as if he expected to see , 

~\"' protruding from the wainscot the secret ears '{(;.A 

~fl\: which walls are reputed to have; and he mur- ~ 

Ii mured in a low voice, "Very true, Yery true; •I 
~ \ it is l>etter not to talk of such things. The~· /~ 
,~\r,1 

l:,'f' ... ,J are a severe and suspicious people here, with 

.~. ver.,· rank and hasty persons amongst them. ~,,. ~: 
y ~; ~.,,~ 

'1./.~\~\ L ord Joye YOU! my clear ::;ir, a taYem is an .tfl].iJr 
r ~ abomination in their eyes ; arid because the '/ \11 

,\l ,{,; rt.'', I bo_,·s and girls used to dance at the inn door, , 

JI 11 they ca1led it a tabernacle for the devil, dispos-- ~ C l 
: :,·1\ sessecl the lancllord, and shut up the house. ,...._ 1 
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l~ I am Yery glad to see you, neYertheless; and r~i ~t\ ''"e 11ill haYe-we "ill ba,e a bo\'il of punch. ~1/ 
}~_ ~',, There can be no harm in that surely. I never (1\) iii could discover that there 11as any sin in a Jf 
~ !· lemon, or the bitterness of malignancy in su- IA ' 
~-~ ~ 
,,1 • gar, or that rum ,ms an e\·il spirit except \Yhen ]1.!S 
~~ ~] / he got too strong for a man. -w· e will have a ,\ J 

'\I \,"/-3 bowl of punch, I declare, but ,vith all modera-
1 r,1_,I tion, for it is many a year since I took a ladle- ~ 

.~\\I full with a-a friend.'' :i1)\•
7
ll:, 

I D:-- ·what free-masonry it \Yas that he dis- v 
~\ ~ 
f. •~ ... \-1 coYerecl the stnmger to be of the same party to I · 1 

p which he himself had formerly belonged- I~-~ 
whether Ly the long locks of curling hair, or ti~~ 
L.v the caYalierish cut of his Yest, or by the tie 1 

~-

~ of his crarnt-1 cannot say, but certain it is, ~1~ if_), .. JJ, 
that good Doctor AldoYer felt a moral convic- rt).:j.1 

tion that his guest had a great deal more of 1l~f ~ 
the C:walier than the Roundhead in· him; and lrWlr 

1 1 .vet. it ,ms a sort of timid, half-frightened as- ~}\:> 
iJ\ surance. "hicb require,! some sort of confirma- 1f 
p_,, ,'.'>j tion from his o,Yn lips. Sw·h, ho,vever, the _ ~'t 
'. ~ L:trauger d~d _•:ot voucl;;afe to:::. b:~~erely ~). 

.,,LJL_, ~p,:~ ft1 - \j~-.c ';f1ii 
<~~} - ~,71 ~ ~/);\ (' 
~ ~ , I • , W~, 

• T~ .,,,.,.- r-;,, V -
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replied in a somewhat thoughtful tone, ·· Punch 

is no bad mixture, my reYerend friend, ,vhen 

both compounded and u.rank with due discre­

tion; " and, taking this admission as confirma­

tion of the judgment he had formed, the worthy 

Doctor hurried out to procure the ingredient::; 

for the fragrant bo\vl, "·bile the stmnger looked 

after him for a moment with a slight smile. 

and then leaned his brow upon his hands. and 

closed his eyes ,,ith the air of a man exhausted 

by fatigue either of mind or body. The short 

~leep which he had obtained under thP rastle 

,ralls was all that his e,es had knO\m for two 
" 

whole tlays and nights, and he certainly still 

felt drowsy. He struggled against it, ho"·ever, 

for he ,rns by no means a sleepy-headed hero : r-. r.-... 
K and when he felt himself inclined to nod, he ~ 

, ~ f .
1 

looked up and gazed round the chamber, trying '{;/ I 

to ilncl some object sufficiently interesting to 

the eyes to keep them from closing. The a ·- :ie_ 

,r l pect of the whol e place, howeYer, \nlS 1wt Yery Q: · ~ 
r.~ enlivening. It was a toleraule sized low-roofed I ~ ' 
· ,..
1
, ! room, panelled ,vith dark oak, and having oi~I 

11 58 ". 
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1
._1j , rt one side of it a range of ponderous book-cases 
1 

' ... (~/ of the same material, filled principally with , 
1 A~ r~-

1 r~ large folios. There is a certain degree of ~r', 
, ..... ,~ sleepiness even in the very aspect of a great r~··:{ 'r_

1

' ', -

number of big books. They ,,rnigh upon the _..~~-

imagination, and make the very mind feel 
1 

t' 
•',... 

drowsv bv anticipation; so that side of the room , 
ll V l· ( 

would not clo. He then looked to the other; r\. J 
\. r ( ,fi but he was almost worse off there. Every panel 

~ • 1 was surrounded by a wreath of carved flowers, 

1' 

A! I 
1 ) I 

~ ' 

I\_--~"( I 

' I 

each hasing been, to all appearance, cut out of 

the ver::· piece of wood that formed the mould-

ing to which they were attached. They were 

by no means badly executed, l>ut yet there was a 

certain degree of stiffness about them, a drowsy 

immobility, which fell oppressively upon the 

spirits: one ,Youhl ham given the world for a 

Lreath of air to stir them. It i;rns worse still 

,vith the different carved heads ,vith which the 

room was thickly ornamented. They all looked, 

not alone as if they were going to sl eep, but as 

if they were sound asleep alreatly. A grim 
\. ~ 

""). , , lion seemed to nod at him here; a sleepv-look 
r l I .........,....,_..,,...,... 39----- ., ... , , r '-j:jz>y 

~~~ ' 
... 

I • 
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ing cherub hung over another corner, as if its 

eyes, a.ccording to the boys' phrase, were draw­

ing straw; and the devil himself, ·who was 

perched up in the centre of the cornice ,vith a 

fiddle in his hand, was the very picture of 

Morpheus. 

As the stranger gazed the objects became 

indistinct; and leaning his head upon his hand 

he gave himself up to the influence, rousing 

himself onl.r twice, and at length bowed his 

head to his fate, and adding his other hand to 

support his brow likewise, enjoyed a few mo­

ments of perfect ob1iYion. 

Oh ! ,vhere do its waters flow: In what 

happy land, where the past is forgotten, and 

the future all unknown ? Thirst for what he 

i may in life, man will often desire no other 

' beverage so much as a few drops from that dark 

stream. 

"The goddess clipped her mortal son in Styx, 

A mortal mother would on Lethe fix." 

Sleep, however, is not always oblivion; anJ 

although, as I haYe said, the young ,rnnderer 
60 
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enjt)_yed for a few moments that blissful imnrn­

nity from racking thought, it lasted no longer. 

The vision came to renew the past, to paint 

the future. He was in the saddle again, but 

not as he had lately ridden. There were 

plumes in his hat, ancl steel upon his breast, 

and ·weapons upon his sicle. He heard the 

clang of the trumpet, and the word of commancl, 

ancl the clash of the swords, ancl the rattle of 

the musketry, and the roar of the cannon. His 

horse seemed to bound beneath him, his ha,ncl 

to grasp the reins, his arm to wave the bright 

ancl trenchant blade. The enemy ·went do"·n 

before him, he trampled upon them as he went 

on in the furious charge-nothing could resit:>t 

him, nothing stood against him ; onward, on­

warcl he ,ms hurried, as if some supernatural 

po,Yer gaye him strength ancl command to 

smite down eYerything before him. The pike, 

and the sword, ancl the mu::,ketoon, and the 

Ha.ming mouth of the artillery, had no fears for 

him ; Yictory \Yas upon his arm and triumph 

npon his brow, and he thought but of success 
61 



. 'u __ ... ~ ·...... -~ ) ,~ I_!: , 
' f • ~ - __ (:--:- •, ~) •. ,_ I ( .}< ' . ~, - :;J I v----=- - _,,• ~ """' f:: .. ~1, .-~ _. --~ I_' k ~. I ~· 

,t -''r ~ THE LAST OF : ; ~ • 
\ (JI and conqnest. lint yet he saw his fellow / ,' /ij' 
: , 11 fall around him; the fie1T shot told amongst / , 

r their ranks, the keen sabre he,recl thern dom1. /f., , r ~, 1~ the., 1Jecame thinner and more thin, till at I 
f <;: 

>Ji• .I J lenm,h he v,as left alone in the micbt of tbe ' / r v 

,,_ ~ '7/ fight, still conquering "·hereYer he came. still 

seeing nothing stand before him. Onward, 

onward, through the hostile ranks he dashed. 

leaving a wide space cleft like a pathway 

through the heart of battalions bristling "ith 

arms. Onward, onward, from the fron t to the 

Yer., rear, past their artillery, through tl1eir 

tents, till not even ,t straggler appeared l,efore 

him. Then he strorn to dra,v ju his rein, that 

he might tum again to the fight: Lut it was iu 

min he did so. The horse·s jaws seemed of 
. 

iron ; and irnpelled by a pu"·er no hummi ,, ( 

strength could over<.'ome or guitle, fonrnnl the ,r ~ I 
charger ,vent at the sarue headlong pace through 

the standing corn, over the fallow field, ac.:ros:-. 

the brown moor and the high hill. dom1 into tlw 

rnlle.r, through t!1e marsh and the cleep stream. 
'l he forest impeded him not, the ,·cry rock:-i 

(l~ ~-· ~);---:- -M -=-· .r,~ /)~~-' --,r: ~· ;B -, 

'i 
,~~ 

-~ 
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( ~ seemed to QWe wav before him; his breath I 11c 

\Yas as free in rushing up as r, \·\J', V J the mou11ta1·n ~' 
1
., 

r ~ ! \' \:1 in galloping across the plain; an<l miles, and ·~ 

j?2

~?.j ,I ::::: :::: ::le~i,:;:r:/~:o:;~~1~r ,::o:!s t~; 1,i\\ 
/), 4 the lightning. "~ 

I The day seemed to go do,vn, thunder-clouds 
c ~ } ,;;.· f • \ftthered upon the evening sky, the night came L 
~ -; on: lmt still, in the impervious darlmes::;, for- I 1 • 

ward rushed the steed as fresh as the morning, 1 1 

I as umrnary as the ever-,-rnndering sun. The 

I rider felt exhausted, fatigue<l. ; his limbs ached 

and lost their strengLh; he felt he could not 

sit his beast much longer, when, in the faint 

.? ~~ tra<.:ery, and there seemed thin and airy figures 

gl'e,1· light of the mornjng, he sa,Y a ,vood and 

an ohl al>l,ey with its ruined arches and broken 

on the ,rnlls and at the \YindO\Ys bedrnning him 

\Yith shatlowy hands, as if inviting him to enter. 

The reins dropped from his hand, his hea<l 

turne(l gidd.v, and he fell upon the green sward 

at the foot of the trees, saying to him::ielf, 

.. H ere shall I die :" hut suddenly a sweet 
63 
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-:--~.~---=::........ THE T AST OF . . -; •... k· t YO!Ce, the mice of. young girl, criecl, ,. Denzil. ·l?1.) 
~ ;\. Denzil, rise up ancl listen!" !'~1 -

1 ~ 'i.' Ancl starting from his slumber, the mu1- .ct I 
1 r'•, derer found himself still sitting in Doctor ~} 

I.~~ Aldover's library. The twilight had fade,! ¼ 
(J\ a,my into night, but yet it was not dark, ~-;J 
,¼ ::r 

1
:::e 

11
7:;:whac~:sec:u::<l ,;:•se::~'.d1;~je~: · • 

((i around him as plainly as if it -were clay, 7 .. 
' but vet he could not r1erceiYe "·hence that ,,~\ 

' J ~fi'i_, , . voice came. " It \YtlS in a dream,'' lrn ·: u·:~< 
, · thought; but the moment after he heard it l if.:,"'_-ir 

again repeating, " Deuzil. Deuzil, i>ake np 
1 

and listen ! " f 
" Am I still dreaming ? " he thought : an1 l 1 

to assure himself that such "·as not the case. 

he rose from his sert, ex.claiming, "·who is it 

i. that speaks ? \\"here are yon?., 

r· " X rar to you, yet far from you,·· replied 

· the voice; "wbere yon cannot come to me yet, if~~ th0~~~v~:.~::u~;':.::n::e~:~1

'~ ~riecl the young ;~ 

I~( m,n ; " what would you with me now O •• ;]It 

'

• ~ : • • _,,., - '•: ......_ • , .r~l • bl •• ... .....;: .I ; . ... •/.·.,."';- l:··,.,.";,,·· 111 1 •• ,• 

~
f--\_ • ,_.•~•.,r-• I - ,,.i ' • '"':2 • •--"'\\.::.~ ~ >· ,• < "'- r I~} • • . , . •• \_ • • ' • • • • / 
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" Come to the church at mid mg 1t, sa1 

the voice, " and you shall hear." 

" ,Vhy not now?" demanded the young 

man ; " ·why not here ? " 

" Come alone to the church at midnight,'' 

repeated the voice, " and wait in the nave till 

~·ou are called.'' 

" ,Vho hids me do -;o ? " demanded the 

traveller. 

But before any answer could be given, the 

door of the library opened, and good Doctor 

Aldover himself appeared with a light in his 

hand. 

" ,Yhy you are talking to yourself, my 

young friend, .. he said.. " Yet, after so quiet a 

sleep as you have had for the last half hour, I 

should have thought you might haYe chosen 

some other collocutor. ·, 

The young gentleman put his hand to his 

brow and remained silent for a moment or two, 

while a neat maid-servant brought into the 

room a large bowl of punch, together with 

seYeral plates and clish~s loaded, if one might 

~-=-----::~:::.:::---,,::t';"'--~----=-=---==--"'""b~ 



.. ' 
• ,. ,. 

r 

l •• .,. 
I .· . 

.. 
4 •• . . , 

: I • 

judge by the odour, "·ith conte11ts by no means 

unpalatable. He permitted her to set them 

do\\·n upon the table, and make all those little 

arrangements upon ,vhich maicl-serrnnts are so 

fond of spending more time than enough, without 

uttering a "·orcl in reply to the worthy Doctor ·s 

observation; but when that ·was clone, and the 

room once more clear, he laid his hand upon 

his host's arm, saying, " J\Iy dear sir, I "·as 

not talking to myself, and there is something 

that must be explained here. I was called by 

my name not two miuutes ago ; I ans,....-erecl, 

and received a reply in return. All this in a 

place where J know no one-am kno\\·u to no 

one that I know of! Had it been a man ·s 

voice, I might haYe understood it in part at 

least; but it ,ms a ,....-oman·s tongue, and the 

whole is incomprehensible." 

" Pooh ! pooh!" said Doctor AlcloYer, "you 

have been dreaming, my good sir." 

"Dreaming I have been certainly," replied 

the stranger ; " but this took place when I had 
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.. A change in the vision, that is all.,. an­

:;werecl the worthy clerical physician, "·ho llid 

not t.eem to like the subject altogether: ·· it 

could Le nothing el::,e. \'\lien I looked at you 

half an hour ago, your hands were moving upuu 

your face as if your thoughts ·were very liu\,-, 

though sound asleep.-Come, let us to ::,upper. 

my good friend. Here we have got, I thi11k. a 

young fo,Yl boiled ,Yith barley, m1<1 a leaf or two 

uf tarngon to give it good digestion, and there 

•. , are some slicet. of bacon l>roiled to gi,-e n reli:,.h 

. . 

to our punch; sit you dO\rn, my good sir-uny, 

rnke an arm-chair." 

The stranger did according to the l1iddi11g 

of his entertainer, and Doctor Aldover helpctl 

him lil1eral1y to the dish Lefore him: lmt th ( 

young man's appetite seemed to fail, for ere lw 

h."td eaten more than two or three mouthful-;. 

lie bi,l <lom1 his knife and fell into a deep 1it 

uf thought. 

.. ~Ir. Aldover. .. ho said, after this lrncl ct,n­

tinned for a minute or two, .. I cannot re:--t 

-.:ui:,.fi2cl ,vith this myst<>n·. I assure you I \\ll:--
1· L fj/ • 

. .. 
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,.~• awake, broad awake, and I receiYed an i1tjunc- ~ 

tion, from the Yoice that spoke to me, to go ~ 
• c'I clowu to the church at midnight.•· Jjr:, · 

'- I 1r (; 
., -rl '· Indeed!·· exclaimed Doctor Aldover with v--, -
y ..J. ~ . !t), 1• a look of some surprise; "do you intend to go?'' l: 0, ..... 

-~ \' ·:, 1 -L 
-:>ts- 11 •• I must have some further insight into the [ -u 
J;~ It case before I determine," replied the guest : ,,£) t {', (l ._, C ;-

1. ...... •1 " and as this occurrence has taken place in., ·our I A ~ (... 1 ~ -j 

[i I house, I cannot help thinking .You cau gi,·e me '\ ') 

.: ~-{ ~ '-' ._, ~{---t',.~. " .....,_ an explanation if you will.·• ~ 

~ ~i " Ha...-e you seen any one since your arrival 

whom you know?" asked Doctor Aldover: " I 
mean Lefore you reached my garden gate; for 
it seems you do know me." 

- , I ·· X o one,·· replied his ,isitor, ··I met no one • _.,, ,I ·r:: 
~ ~J of an~- kind, except indeed one personage who 

1

,~i, ',• 
( (_ •~ ~ 

1 
I T7i ~ 1 puzzled me much, a lady in the castle-yar,l J 

o<t-: 'r1-~ 1· . h . . 1 f l I 11 ?,)1'C I ~ ,I stanc mg Just on t e opposite SH e o t 1e we J. , (') 

i2 \I "When I sought to speak with her, she retreated 11z~ -
I / , .. .) I before me, ancl iu the encl seemed to vanish c· . 
, 0'! , ( K/ ~ ~ rnrny-at least, I could discover no farther trace .__. 

{ j'I 'l ( ---1 • 1 of her." ~ ,,,,,.~ J ·., y· "The fairy of the castle well! .. said DPctor j ~~ ~ 
~) ~ ! 6S ~ r-) ,,&:'-!c-,. ~c1:<.1 C'tJ ~~~\ ~jr~;~ I -~ Gy·. r • ' ,rq, r ,_c('6 

·,. CJ) "I tZ, ( t I ( ~;. ,/·:::,-..__, ! . I , ,._7r " ~- ,,. L. "' t ~·,.. ., 
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~)• AldoYer, in a lo" YOice and in a very peculiar { [~ 

\(.,/\.I tone. "·what 1"aS the hour?'' \ ~ , 1;.i 
< ' ~ ) J l tt ' " 1· l tl , '.2 ..:.. . 1 
"--}(-.) • I " ust as t le sun was se mg, rep iec 18 r C 1" 

\ ~,i.- young man. l'~ ', 
0~ ~1 " Ay, ay ! just the exact hour ! It 1s very •~ ~ 
Ji strange how rashly some people judge. Kow I ~ J 

~~ ~ hold this to be merely an astral spirit; but good I ~ I" 

~~,; Mr. Gideon Sampson and many of the inhaUi- 1;),~,' 
(!- r; tan ts of this village maintain stoutly that it is , . 

' the spirit of some one dead permitted to return iJ.' 
' for the purpose, doubtless, of frightening their ~;;:" 

f ·~ ·)' friends and relations." 1 y . "' 

~\J{' 1
1 

The guest leaned his head upon his hand Ji>.:) 
t..., and thought, "·bile Doctor Alclover proceeded (., _ 

.:- J to discuss very learnedly the difference bet,rnen I,,.~{; 
~.•:~. astral spirits and "·hat he termed Hammethim, J~, ?~ 

_\f or the spirits of the clea<l.; and "·hen his worthv 
o,,r·. l

1·<Yr 
J-, 1 ~I entertainer paused for a moment he inquired, / ~-
' ,.. p i; [,d " ray, \Yhen did this spirit or fairy first appear?" ~ 

{Aj " It . " l I ' (; \ 1s some years ago now, ans"eret (,1 

~II Doctor A ldoYer ; " in th8 "·orst times of a l>ad 
1 

:~ 

\ thing was talked of. ,ve 

', ;, I\, thougN it but the mel~;1cholic superstitious of I ~ 

!1:~
1 'Y3) ~{', r~iQ-<:~~ rc:;~l~",\ 

~; c .. .._ ~ ~ ----~ C ~ ~ ~~ 
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.. ~·-;;;- . ')../) ~~ ~ ~· ... -.. ( '- -~r· r ,--

~ ~~ mne e or 1 1ggms ''" 10 rst saw tie ap-
- parition as she ·went to draw ·water at the "·ell. 

just as the sun ,,as setting, and left her pitcher ~,,,,,.-
there and came a,rny in a great fright. J3ut 
seYeral have seen the fairy, as they call her, 
since, ancl all our doul>ts have vanished in 
the place ... 

" Has mw effort Leen made to speak "·ith 
or to follo,r her?" asked the stranger. 

'' Oh yes '. .. ans,vered Doctor Alt1o,·er : 
·· one young fellow. half drunk, vmYecl he ,roultl 
h:n ea dance ,vith the fairy, and went np to the 
ca::;tle for that purpose. The fairy seemed 11ot 
inclined to disappoint him. for. according to his / 

" stor,,·, he aw her l1y the ,ml] \\'ithin three rni-
1rntes after he \Yas there. and follm, eel her 
al'ro:--s the great court. but suddenly he recciYed 
n lrnftet from an unseen hand which laid hirn at 
foll length upon the grass .. , 

The stranger smiled. · · Somewhat more 
".-nl>~tantia1 than fairy favours u:-:-ually are." l1e 
an::;wert.d. 
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1 ~: " Ay ! I see you are an unbeliever," replied -(~ 

-~ Doctor Alclover. " I, however, believe what I ~. 
~ ~ 
~~'v~ have seen, though you apparently doubt· your 

(/ ,' own eyes, for you admit that they ·were "·it­

~ ' ~ l nesses of this sight." 

. h .·.· "Xay, I doubt not," answered the young 

" • gentleman; " I only think it very strange. I 

: ~- . see no sufficient reason to suppose either that 

~ ;j 
. 

I 

there are not many intermediate grades of 

bei11gs bet'i\een God and man, or that some of 

these beings may not become visible to us even 

on the earth. ,\t the same time, my clear sir, 

I entertain no dread of them ; for although 

every man has many sins to atone for, yet the 

atonement which has been made is all-sufficient, 

• if we have but faith therein.'' 

" ,Yisely a1Jcl reasonably spoken," replie<l 

Doctor 4\.ldover. "I feel the same. I acknow­

ledge and entertain no apprehensions whatever; 

but the people of the place have very different 

feelings, so much so, that you would find it Yery 

difficult to persuade any of them to visit the 
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~ ! ~ " I am determined to do the former," re- 1, : _i; r 1 ~ ,,,-. plietl the Doctor's gue-;t, " and must use your • 
I~ m '-ii ' inter~st \Yith the sexton to get the keys, which I r ~ 

~~ suppose as rector you cau command at any time.·, ,~i I 
" Alas! my young friend, I am rector no v. 

1 
-)~~/' J ~1,r more," replied the Doctor ; " I was dispossessed 

ly <'. G'~~~ just after the battle of 1iVorcester. Xeverthe- !ti..; . ~ 
',-~ [/: r l J less, I Call get you the keys easily, for they are r,,,/ 

1 ~ L, 

(~~11 in the hands of one who is under some obliga­

tions to me, and I will ,rnlk clown ,vith you to 

\JI his house, though it be somewhat far off, ancl I rv; 
~~~~' am not fond of the evening air. Let us finish /I J 11/ ••. /(I 
-_\I It~ our bo·wl first, however, for you will need all l. 
-:\..t, 1 l h h l l i~~ vj7,," t 1e courage t at a stout eart anc a gooc ::;trong ,,., ·-;r $ 

• cup can supply, to muk amidst those old aisles O ' 
, ·1,.·~rl, I"(/~:~~~ • > J and ghostly-looking monuments at midnight. \ .-'~(1 { J ":, v:? 11 There are strange stories about that chun:h, and y~· '-t:

1

.,,

11 
J_J.,. : true ones I believe." \ ,., 

1 j /. "Pray, let me he,1r some of them," said bis I} < { 

' f"P~ guest; but Doctor Alc1ornr sai<l, "Xo, no, I //..,, 
) 't)") ( ~ , Ji) neYer repeat them, though my good successor , , , :V ) 
(\ i in the ministry is not a little fond of spreading /{_}

1
{ 

!J,'J?;:b_, them abroad, till there ,;s scareel y a Loy in the . L 'Ji:i<: ~ 
' 

1 1 
J 611 ,. , :f I ' (o)c{ ff " I 

'n: ·' ¥]} ':f \ \.(' .. ~ .. ~~ ~ ,-( '-'1/ 

• ( ~ y ~ ~ :( ;;':; l ~} <~ I I/ 
" j,,,e--~ ~ - ~~ 

( _, 
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village that does not go to bed ·with his knees , 

shaking, or a girl that ,,ill open her eyes for a I ,;,-:-f I ~I 

llloment after her candle is out.-Here, let me If' }~ 
~c 

fill your glass." /'• /;-

The young man took his full share of the ~ r , 

stout heYerage yery readily, and the Doctor re- 4t ;:2Ji t / ~ ~ nrn.rkeLl, not ,,ithout some satisfaction, that he 

looked grave ancl thoughtful during the rest of ,(:~ ~ 

the time they remained in the house. \,'§Ii~: 
,Yhe- ~:S-f 

ther he really entertaineLl any apprehensions 

or not. lwwever, he steadily maintained hi-; re-

solution. ancl in half an hour set out ·with his 

worth"\' host in search of the kevs of the church. 
•' . 

"~k/? :tr~ 
- t. )' 

<1., .,r 
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Tia:.rm was a nice little cottage in the green lane 

that turned off from the high road, about a hun-

' rlre,1 yards before you came to the castle green. 

Tlw lane ploughed the side of the hill as "·ith a 

1 
,1,'ep furrow. and descending rapitlly, pa:::.sed the 

cottage itself and a farm-house on the other lrnrnL ~ 
I I 

ancl then took a corn:,ideraLle circuit to reacl1 ' 

the bank of the stream. Thence it led to the 

lmYer end of the Yillage, ,vhich it accompli::.he,l 

li,Y four or fiye little paths stretching ont lik,· 

the fingers of an open hand. This lane ,woidecl 

a 11 the turnings and ,Yintlings which ,ven.~ taken 

li_Y the high road. for instead of circling romHl 

. I' 

illl_Y obstrnction which might come in its way in 

the ~lrnpe of arise or fall in the gronl](l, it wrnt 

strnight on·r them all. The little cottage 1 

han spoken of was about half-,rn.'· bet"·cen the 

ea~tle and the stream-a neat, tidy. though I 
I 
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lowly building, containing within itself more 

,tccommochtion than the externals promised ; 

and thougb it was somewhat lonely, yet in the 

clear summer clays it had a pleasant vie,v both 

of the church and the castle, and a part of the 

village, nml in the winter a better view still, 

be,·am:;e the leaves were then off the trees. In 

the front, towards the l~ne, ·was a very neat par­

lunr. for the personage to whom it belonged aped 

some of the u::;ages of gentility, and separated 

by a thick partition that \Yhich to him was 

drmYing-room, dining-room, and library, from the 

offices, although round the latter there ran a 

r 

I :l 
0 

I !J" 

/ 

t~ 
~ort of trellised portico. ,vhich ,,e, in the present ,'~~ 

day, should call Yerandah. #. 

In this parlour, on the same night cluriug f~ 
which. for the first time in eight or nine years, I · 
I) 

,~ 

octor ..:\l1lover consumetl a bo,Yl of punch with ' -1; v 

r\ l' a guest. \Yere 'Seated t\\ 0 persons of very dif- I 1ir 
11 

( \ ferent age arnl appearance. ,Ye ,vill take the one ..,., If 
))f.f in the arm-chair first. He was a man of some I·!/,: 

• E \ s1xty-e1ght years of age. but lookmg a good ~ : 

~ tjl deal more-heavy. st~~1t , anLl venerable. uut _ t't ! 
\ ttt- j 

,, 
J,:--' 

ti 
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(u \ with a dull sort of look, as if intellect, though ~: \ 

\ not altogether gone, were a little dro\\"sy. His 1 
0 ~ 

\ face was reddish about the nose and on the '-I ~ 

cheeks but rather pale iu the intenening 

spaces ; and his black eye, though not so 
l~t~/', 

sparkling as it once had been, had a good deal I ..l. 
of sharp cunning in it, perhaps natural, per-

haps acquired by long dealing ,vith the world, \ \ 
that great whetstone of the faculties. I," ; 

~•( 
On the broad capacious hearth, although ~ r 

it was summer time-that is to say, the later IY"<'• <"'-, 
I 

summer, when evenings get somew·hat cold­

' ,rnre t"o or three lighted logs of "ood, and 

over them the old man bent in his arm-chair 

(,, . 

~ \~U· 
J.., 

with his hands outspread, as if the warm flame 

cheered the icy blood of age. 

Before I go farther, howeYer, as I have 

talked of a parlour and au arm-chn.ir, and a 

verandah, let me first explain what sort of room, 

what sort of chair, what sort of verandah it is 

that I mean. '\Vell then, dearly beloved reader, 

. the parlour was floored with brick; it was low 

· ·· . in the ceiling; and a _great number of beams, , 
1 , 16 
~ 9 ..... ~ - >(3 - "'-- • .,.... '"" -

.., -.. 
1

~._,. , ~ A......---i~;;--:=---."'\l IL-----:--..c-..._~..._~_~;...r,-.. ~..._ ,. ..__ "'---< J. ... j . .- ~ .,,, 
,{'" . ~ ... -

~ . 
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<~: .·, protruding far beyoncl the rest of the plasterer's 

work overhead, ufforcled conrnnient 1)ositions 
~ I .t 

for driving in a nail or a screw to support a 

,~7 

mber of small articles and some large ones, 

ch as hams, sides of uacon, a po"·der-flask, 

pouch or two of shot, uesides several of those 

things for which '\Ye acquire an affectionate 

reganl in passing from youth to age-things 

which are as if they ·were friends to us, from 

our long familiarity with them. The arm-chair, 

indeed, cleservecl its name from having two 

wooden arms, one on either side; but if ex­

amined closely, it was found to be nothing 

more than a settle -with apenclages. The ve_ 

ranclah ,,as a little sort of rustic 11ortico with a 

tre1lis-work of rough branches, "·hich rn the 

hot summer cYenings afforded shade to 

old man ,,hen he thought fit to sit out 

drink his gla ·s of ale in the free air. 

The other tenant of the room, standing 

bchirnl the first, "·ith a yard or t"·o bet,veen 

them, and phial aml a cup in bis hand, "·as no 

other than the 

~< . 
' r • ... 

• ;-t-t-"t"" .. 

young ~:an we have t,Yice see1 

< 



f 

THE LAST OF 

with Doctor AlcloYer, a good-looking. stout, 

\Yell-formed peasant youth of about six or seven 

and t,Yenty years of age, ,,ith nut-brown curly 

hair, a good deal of hardy colour, a bright clear 

eye, and a look of shrewd and merry intel­

ligence. He ,vas in the present instance in 

the act of persuading his father to take the 

medicine ordered for him by Doctor Aldover; 

but the old man resisted stoutly. 

· · X o, John, no," he said ; " I '11 take no 

more of it. ,Yhat ·s the use, John? I'm be­

witched boy: there's not a doubt of :it; ancl I 

am sure old ?ilartha Un-win dill it, because I 

took her chamber clock for rent." 

"Pooh, pooh, father," ans,rnrecl the son, 

'· you are not be\\·itched at all : Doctor Aldo Yer 

says so, and he is both a diYine and a physician, 

so he must know. As to Martha, she is a Yery 

good old ,rnman, and would not hurt any one 

for the whole ,rnrld. She thought you be­

"itched for being so hard upon her, but sl 

nernr be,vitchecl you." 

'' Then ho"· came I to bring t,rn tin 
78 
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otf my stomach'?" asked the old man, as if )' 

t 
.) 

that argument were conclusive; "you sa,v it 
1 

/ 

yourself." ,,; 

.. Because you put half a dozen of them 

bet,veen your teeth, when you were mending 

the olcl coffer," ans,rnred his son; "I saw that 

too, myself; and if six. \Yent in, only four came 

out of your mouth. Come, father, take the 

medicine : it ,vill make you quite \Yell, the good 

Doctor sa,s. ·· 
•' 

It required much persuasion, however, before 

the medicine ,ms taken; and it had certainly 

not been clown three minutes ,vhen old Roger 

Brownlow, as he was called in the ,i.llage, re­

marked in a discontented tone, " I 'm no better, 

John.·· 

·· If you go to bed, father, you soon \\·ill 

be," replied his son; and at the end of au 

argument of five or ten minutes more the old 

gentleman was persuaded to follo\\' this piece 

of good adYice and retire to rest. The domes­

tic labours of J olm Brownlow being thus con­

duded. he took down his tall, plain, t>teeple-
rn 
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crowned hat from a peg 011 \Yhich it hung; and, 1 r 
, : i approaching a door which opened from the side /·: (/ , 

~~ of the room mthin a few feet of the fire-place, fi / ( 
~JI'- said in a low Yoice, " Alice, Alice, I am going 

'5
1

ff r._,~'. out for a TI"hile." 

~ X o ansTI"er was returned, and, after ·waiting 

1
(:\,·~·~i• for a moment, the young man quietly mounted ""

1

~ ~ii\.i~ the stairs and tapped at a door aboYe. Still 

all was silent, and murmuring, " ho-n· pro­

\ 1 • voking ! she has gone out!" he returned and 

\J&-~
0

1

1 

~::~p::~:::\~n
11
t parlour, and leaned his 

" IIeaYen knows when she ·will be back 

no-w." he said in a murmur to himself _: "and 

~ ~, Jane will Le gone to bed Lefore I can get out . 

... ~}, rl Then. all to-morrow J shall have 110 time. 

~.~ vVhere can she be gone to now, I wonder? she 

1 I . t ,, mew -n·as a11x.10us o go. 
\ 

He continued in this sort of vein to con-

, verse -n·ith himself, eYidently not very "·ell 

,~,...,.,· µ: .r £!~ satisfied -n·ith the ab::;ence of the person he _ 

called Alice, till, at the encl of about half 

',,-Ji) an hour, some one knocked hard at the , ~)' 
• ~ 80 ~,-- Jb- ' 

. ,Jr'~iJF-Y~'~A(~ 
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-1 "Come in!" }' ;, 

a door, and John Brownlow e:s.cla1med sharply, (-Ir 
1 \ \j Before the -words ·were spoken, ho"·ever, t3 ;, • r 

~ ( 1,: ~ -f Doctor Al dover and his young companion ·were ~ 

~

1' ~ in the room ; and the former at once began upon fl!):~'~ c.•: 
the business ,,hich brought him, saying, "I ~ 

·want the keys of the church, John. Has your 
~ , .: ll\ l!, ,. -, father gone to bed?" ~· A II 

+@.;; 

a respectful air. " he has been in bed this half 

hour or more ; but if he were up, I don't think 

he has got the keys himself, for Alice ahrnys 

keeps them now, and she's out, I don't know 

where." 
., I 'i'. 

1 i • " YVhereYer she is, she is in the right 

----r

1

, place," saitl Doctor Aldover, '' and she ,Yon't i be long. I dare say ; so we ,,,.ill ,vait till she 

1i~ 

rff( 
I ~1 I 

I ' .,,, j 

her too, sir," said the ~ 
• - ► 

r;, I comes back. .T ohn." 

. ~ , .. I \Yas ,Yaiting for 

~-~-', young man: "for Detty, the girl, has gone to 

~d. .. see her father at Crofton, and I didn't like to 

7/f\ I gl) out and lem·e my old father in the house ~ alone for fear anything should happen, though 

~~~ L- Sl 
' r' ~~-~~ ~v~·, ~•-_f),· •'~~-~~ ~~./4· • >0 

~) '. - ~ -~ (, I " / - • 
~ ~ · I I _,___--- ~ 

~ I, ·If) 
- ,r 

I 

j:~ 
~ 

\~✓ / r 
'r r?J). 
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J ,rnnted to go out for a while -rery much too ; 

Lut if you are going to stop, Doctor, till Alice 

comes back, there ·will be no nee<l of my re-

maining." 

"Ah! Jane Unwin, Jane Unwin !" said 

Doctor AlcloYer. " I kno,v where you are going, 

just as ,rnll as if you told me, John ; and you 

n,re two silly young people, for your father ,rill 

never consent. I am quite sure of that. "\Yell. 

go along with you; it's no use trying to make 

youth wise. Xature makes us fools, experiern:e 

whips us into scholars, and then death takes 

us just as we 1:tre getting the last lesson liy 

heart. Go along "ith you, go along ,vith you. 

I ,vill stay till Alice comes." 

The young man mrn not slow in taking ad­

vttntage of the permission he thus reccivecL aud 

without further ceremony or excuses, he put 011 

his hat again and walked out of the cloor which 

had given admission to his two , isitors. 

( ' 

. ' . .. . 

.. 

. ~-, 
• 
" .. . 

" He 's a good lad," said Doctor Aldo,·er, as • 
•. 

soon as he was gone ; " he ·s a good lad as any 

in the parish, but his father is a nasty ohl cnr-
c:! . 

•• I I 

., 
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nrndgeon, "·hose ,Yhole soul has been deYoted 

to scrnping money together all his life. TLe 

~·otmg man is in loYe too, like a fool, ,Yith 

a pretty little penniless thing ,,horn his father 

·will neYer consent to his marrying; so the 

roor boy is in a perilous ·way, as old Shakspere 

calls it. I know not what ·will come of it, I am 

sure, and sometimes think it almost a sin to 

prolong the old man ·s life, for it is a plague to 

liimsclf and no good to any one. It is 11ot my 

linsiness, indeed, and God will take him "·hen 

lie thinks fit.·• 

There ,rns a slight rustle as the old gen­

tleman spoke, and turning sharply round, as 

c1ic1 nho his :rnung compauion, they sa"· coming 

(lU\rn the stairs, the foot of ,rhich "·as Yisible 

tbnrngh the door ,'11ich John Brownlo,, ]rnd 

left 0ren. the form of a young girl of seYenteen 

or eighteen years of age, " ·hich 1Yel1 desened 

their attention, and that of the reader also. It 

lrn.c1 al1 the lightness of yonth, and those gnices 

"·hich. giYen hy nature to a very early period 

of life, are hut too freque11tly obliterated in the 
••• 83 
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poorer classes of soeiety h1· the lahonrs and the •~·'I;;._,·'·~·.;!) 

I\ ! toil:,, to which poYerty is expose<1. I u Alice : ~ . 

Drownlo", however, not one of those graces l ~r. 

I 

, ,.. ba<l been effnred, and the perfect s: mmetr,, of '•: ) 

~ •• :: every 1im1) ·was only the more disp1ayerl l,y v' 

· l every- movement that she made. X ot CYen the 

•• I 

r J;...! ·. \ Jr,, 

prim and unbecoming dress of the clay coultl in 

the least conceal it, nor the phin molHap, 

sho·wing the smallest possilile portion of the 

1,lnck. cln.rk hair, bide or diminish the liennt:· of 

the fare heneath. The ymmg stranger, flt ]ea:-,;t, 

thought it the fairrst face he had eyer see11, a11<l 

while Doctor Alclover aclYaneecl ancl took ber 

hand. saying. "Ah, A lice ! my dear rhild, your 

cousin told us you were out, and "·e have lwen 

"•1iting your return. I thought :·on could not 

1>e playing truant at thic, hour of night." 

'· I haYe but this mom,,nt returned, sir," 

ans"'ered Alire Brom1low; ·· nnd, thinking I 

hen.rd some one speaking, I rarne do,Yn to see 

"ho it was, or if my mwle ,Yanted anything." 

" He is gone to bcrl," said Doetor Al<loYc>r. 

V 

) ' 
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dear child, are the keYs of the church, ·which 

are in yom fair possession, I find. This gen­

tleman is going to see if he can find a ghost or 

a fairy." 

" He must go up to the castle for the 

fairy,'' said the beautiful girl, turning her eyes 

upon the young stranger, ·who then, for tlw 

first time, perceiYecl that those eyes ·were deep 

blue ; and, to say the truth, he gazed into 

them so earnestly, that the colour camt' :t 

good deal into her cheek as she proceeded : 

" but I clo not think he vrnuld find any 

fairy there either. 

at least.'' 

I haYe never seen one, 

" Ah ! you are a little sceptic,·• ::;aicl Drictor 

AlcloYer. "Do not let your friend, Giclt.011 

Samson, hear you, or he ·will put you to 

11enance for your incredulity." 

The girl laughed, as if she clitl not mtu:h 

fear such a result, liut merely replying. " I 

will go and fetch the -keys tlirectly,'' c;he ran 

away up the -stairs again, leasing one at least of 

the party in "·ondcr ancl admiration. 
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·' Sbe is marrnllously beautiful," he said, f' , 
I 

as soon as he thought she ,rns out of earshot. 

" And not less beautiful than good," said I gt~) 
Doctor Aldover; " but there is a very cold , . ~ 

heart under that bright face-at least so say the 
1 
:% 

youths of tbe village, I know not 1Vith ·what ft 
truth. She may be cold to love, but she is not . 

cold to charity, that I can vouch for; for she goes 
1

) -~d aLout healing the 11ouncls ber uncle makes, 

and they are a good many. That old man was :.,i . .., 
once the sexton here, and he has somehow 'fD 
contriYecl to amass sufficient ,vealth to make 

himself master of half the cottages in the 

village; lmt here she comes again 11ith her 

foot 6f light. So here are tbe keys, my clear; 

Lut yoL1 must tell us "·hich is 11hich, for there 

.(J 

ij ~ 

.3€ 
~ 

Alice Bro,vnlo11 smiled; "I \Yill go \Yith ,~rc) 
J, 

you and show you, sir," sbe said, " if you r Q) 

seems a score of them." 

like .. , ,,\7\ 

·' He is not going no,v," ans11ered the good 2J:;> 
Doctor, " Lut at an hour \\'hen even you Alice ,:i l 
would Le afraid to go." 
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~) "Ob. no!'' replied the girl, '· I has·e no 

(0'/t fears at any time.'' 
,r" . 

8< \! 
V~\' 

" \Yhat, at midnight?" asked the stranger. 

"Oh, yes! or at any time,·, she answered. 

·' I do not know why people shou1c1 be more 

.... 

~ 
I 

afraid at midnight tban any other hour, if 

they ha ,·e good consciences." 

" Then if you 11i1l, you shall be my guide.· · 

-;aid the young gentleman somewhat eagerl,,· : 

Lut Doctor AldoYer looked a little gnwe, sa~-­

ing. "It is hanlly fit., I think. ·what will your 

1 \1· ')" unc e sa.,, ~-i ice , 

.. X othing," replied the girl, loo king up 

with a frank smile in Doctor .A1cloYer's fac e. 

'' He leaYes me to do as I please in all things. 

and he knows I clo not u::.e my liberty amis:--. 

Dn You think I do, kill(l D octor AltloYer ?"' 

"Hea,·en foruicl !" excbimed the olcl man; 

·· but this i:rentleman i · nearh- a strancrer to 
V , , Q 

me. Alice.-I beg your pardou. sir,·· he con-

% tinued. turning to the stranger, .. but I look 
t-

('l upon tbis dear girl almost a.s nn- O\\"n child.· · 
I ' 

~ ·· Shv is perfectly safe "·ith me,·· replie 1 
? 1 ~ bi 

Y<_ ~~:·5P~~-i_~:~-~ ~- . Z ~ (, ).fl\-.._~ ~ I} ~ 0 - ..,/ ~ -
I 
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q • the stranger, warmly; "I trust the day "·ill "' , ... 

ne,·er come when the Yery thought of injuring 

or insulting one like her could even enter into 

-. my mind." r .· 
o/ ,....,.-.f' '; 

•. " I am quite certain of it," said Alice Brown- .i-k, · 
.._ l , 

low ; '' I ueYer met ·with insult from any one yet, 

• ::mcl I do not think this gentleman would be 

~ ·, the first." 

~ 

" X ot for aught on earth," he answered ; 

'· out as your kind friend here is still afraid, I 

see, though it may be a trespass on his time, 

~~X~ why shoulu he not come with us?" 

~ ~ '' That must not be, I am afraid,'' repliecl . ·; , ~~J Doctor AlcloYer. "}Uy good friend Gideon is 

,. ,·, somewhat jealous, arnl were he to hear that I, 

his dispossessed predecessor, were visiting the 

church ut midnight, there is no knowing ,..,-hat 

suspicions he might concei rn. I must eyeu 

trust you, I suppose." t~. · · Trust is al ways best,'' said the fair girl 

r ),~~ LesiLle him ; " I hcwc found it so, and it " ·ill Le 

X ~v; 
• ,f 

' \. __.._ 
l >"I. , 

Ii' 
I 

J 

' 
.\ ~ 

!.¥ so to the encl. ::.\fy cousin John "·ill not be 
!.. : s:; _ .. \ • • 

( I ~ )rnrne for an hour or mo~e, but if the gentlemm~ • ~:~ ) 

, .. ~. ~~~,~~~~ ~i(/ ,'JP•~-~ (<"~1n ' ~·, -~i~~.,,~ o§..°?~("-~'f.,.~~~J'&J"f::i;-;: b"{j('\''...7 ~., t 
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, ~\• will then come do,Yn, I will show him the way J 
f ' \ 

to the church and open the doors for him. 

~ ~ The ,my back he must find himself, I fear, for . 

I cannot stay, and he can put the keys in the 

shed by the door." 

"Fare,,ell, then, for the present," said 

Doctor Aldover; and thus the conversation 

ended, ·with the exception of a few iVOrds of -very 

little interest to the reader, though of more to 

the young stranger. 

" Has your uncle let the two rooms above?" 

asked the good physician. 

"X ot yet,,, replied Alice. 

'' Xor ever ,vill," said Doctor Alclover; "he 

asks too much for them, nw dear." 

The young stranger thought that he should 

Yery much like to make the ·worthy Doctor's 

words prove false. It was a rash, bold fancy 

that he took to hire those tiVo rooms, arnl he 

revolved the subject iu his mind all the ,yay 

back, uot forgetting, ho,-..ever, to remark every 

turning of the roal1, that he might find his way 

the cottage again at the a 1 )ointed time. 

" u.:, -,," . ~ -"I,....~------. i.fe 
CY, • ~ , -.( 
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indeed in the zenith t\\inkling bright ancl 

clear, but rouucl the horizon on eYery side 

there were heavy mists, not exactly amounting 

to clouds, but 1Yhich shut out all the lesser 

I :\ 

rA_" r-✓ -~--,-- ~ 
c:. 

,! 
✓ 



crept o-rnr the frame uncler the oyerpowering 

s·weetness "hich seemed to breathe from the 
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the great majority of people in his day ; 

yet. he conld not help feeling that, in rea­

soning analogically, there \\'as every cause for 

11elievi11g, first, that the interval l;et"·eeu the 

A.11-creating Spirit and the first of corporeal 

creatures was not an unfilled gap-that the 

upper world. if I may so term it, ,vas tenanted, 

like the inferior ·world in which v;-e dwell, by in-

'"") 

;~~ 

~
~ 

w I 

' ·t:~ 

') numerable classes, infinite gradations of spiritual (= 

I'•~ •'•r;1 I , beings; and he then a ·kecl himself, "Is it to be .u 

iy_~, supposed that an impassaLle Laris placed against ,~ 

all communion bet"·een the purel,·1)iritual and /..,, " ,, < J 

the next link in the great chain of creation?" j~ 
Reason instantly auswered "Xo ;" ancl ,~ 

"·hether he looked to the evidence of Scripture, i 
or hi::,tory, or the testimony of liYing men, he f5 

"- -,, found an infinity of recorclecl facts to bear out ·.,r @--I 

~;\ the conclusion that communications of variuus .r

1

$J\'v 
l i".\,~f\ kirnls could and di,! take place, lietween the t.JJ._~111 

~-- free spirit, detached from all earthly bonds, 111 1 

and the immortal essence prisoned in the clay. 

JV£.~ He th~nght ~f all the hold and daring c_areless- ~ ~ 
F ness with which he reaanlecl such suh ects , 

2 
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J ordinary times ; and again he asked himself, if it I~! 
L : "·as not the claily round of business, the tur- • ~l~\ 
~,~1.~ I ,,. :( 

1'/!i. moil nucl hlll'ry of the strife of life, the "·orld- ~I\ 
~ lines::; of our whole existence, that withdra·ws ;! 
: us from a sense, a consciousness, a con-viction It~ • 

;l.,,r that we were ever in the presence of multitudes l rJ<" 

C\c!' I fl i 
_, of fellow-spirits lmseen, unknmvn, but who 1,~~ 

~ ~ 
might, if 1Ye were less absorbed in the dull things 1 

, ... l of earth, manifest the ms elves to us in some mocle, ~ 
,f/_.\ ,~,:~·l 

I 

i 
11 

l 

to ,varn, to encourage, or to upholcl? 'IJ>'-

l3usiecl ,vith these thoughts, he almost for- lj) 

got his fair companion i>r some time, as she /~ 
I' 

l' 

,rnlkecl on beside him, in her grey dress, and • ~ 1 

,vith tt bltu:k silk scarf shrouding her heacl, l-lt~i 
,'t. \'~-~--

shac10"\YY almost as his imaginations. _i ~ 

length, ho"·ever, his thoughts seemed to op- ~~.~--,.) 

pres::; him. He ask.eel himself if he were v-

gomg to turn cowarcl and be afraid ; and, 

certainly, a degree of rme, such as he had 

neYer felt before, crept over him, and he , l \ 
felt cold and chilled. He thouaht conver­

sation might cli::;sipate such sens:tions, and r l-­
reakino- the lona silence, he said, "You arc 
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, 1/1 1 sceptical about ghosts and spirits, I find. Do you ,.')., 'r 
\ not believe in the existence of such beings at all?"' .._ 

"Certainly I do," replied the girl, "ith her 

svi'8et plaintirn voice; "it is a belief I cherish 

and am fond of. I not only know that they 

exist, but I know that they appear ; but that 

is Yery different from fearing them." 

" Then haYe you eYer seen one ?" asked the 

stranger. 
'' ,,.. " ~,ay, she said, "I diJ not come to tell 
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, \ "I have," she answered. "Left an orphan at 
\ - ' 

~l 

a very early age, my own thoughts have been my 

companions, and some old books, ·which, if they 

·were more read, might render men and women 

i>iser than they are. But yonder is the church­

yard. Pray, remember, sir, that those ·who are 

goocl have nought to fear from either worse or 

better spirits. A free conscience n.ncl a bolcl heart 

neecl. dread nothing on this earth or beyond it." 

I, 

,.; 

She spoke in a low and solemn tone, and cer­

tainly her words did not sene to cheer, though 

they seemed intended to encourage. The 

stranger looked forward on the path ·which they 
~ 

I 

@\I 
~~fl 

were following ; but the darkness was too pro­

found for him to see anything except the rounded 

forms of some large old trees, v,ith the dark 

to,ver of the church rising aboYe them. In 

another minute he stood beneath the wooden \.. _· y q' 

J 
sheJ.ded portico of the church-yanl, where, in 

'I the ser,it:e of the Church of England, the cler­

' ~,nan fir::;t meets the corpse; and he could 
, .'.) t-\ see the low crumbling ,vall that surrounded 

r ...... ~'f/ ii the ~emetrystretching "W"_Y far on either side. - ~•• 
~ • \ ~• >- - V ' . . ~ A,,,, I• . -- -~...__ ·~~ / 

-- .>,._ ~ ...... ~ ,,,.- A.. 
~ • I" h,,--; / ½ i\.PS.··=--,,i..:: ~ 

r. - '> ~ h-,;- . ~ ~ . ____,.,...-<_ ~ y-, .! ,. "" . 7'. ..... 
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"It seems very extensirn," he saicl in a 

low voice. 

" It had need," replied his guide, " for 

there are many dead lie here : the great ancl 

the humLle side by side, the good and the bacl, 

the oppressor and the oppressed, the young 

and the old; the dust mingling "·ith the dust 

through far-back ceuturies ; the spirits to their 

seyeral tasks as God shall appoint them." 

As she spoke she unlocked the outer gate, 

and led the ·way on as if so familiar with the 

place that she could not miss her way; but 

her companion as he followed stumbled more 

than once over the little mounds of earth cast 

up upon the breasts of the dead. They passed 

through the tall old trees which nearly en­

circled the church-yard, and then the young 

stranger conld see dark masses of the building 

itself through the dim faint air. It ·was a 

large and heavy pile, 1sith many a projecting 

buttress, and many a tall narrow winclo'w, "TT'hile ' 

high up in air rose the large square tower, 

solemn and mysterious iu its look. 
!)6 
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" ·what is that?" asked the traveller as 

they came near ; " there seems a light there­

a faint small light." 

, I',! "Xothing lmt a glow-worm 011 a grave," 

\ 

replied the girl ; " the image of fame after 
1
,, <le,tth ; " and she walked ()_uiet1y on till she 
\1, 
\,~ stood beneath the low projecting porch. It 

ich,r. "·as eYidcnt that the place and the hour hacl 

I ~· their impression upon her-if not of fear, still 

1
1 I\. ', t II of uwe; ancl ,vith hasty hand she sought the 

key of the church in the large bunch she car-

rieJ. and applied it to the keyhole in the heaYy 

door. 

Defore she turned it, she asked almost in a 

"·hisper, " Is your heart still strong'?'' 

·• Yes," replieu her compamon ; ancl ~he 

opened the door. 

'"T,lke <:are how you go,'' said tbe girl, 

" for the chancel is full of tombs ; arnl remember 

1 to shut the doors after you. and lock them. 

must now le,l\'e :rnu. ·• 

I 

For :l moment he hcanl her light :-;tep 

retreating in the deep :-,ilenl'e of the 11ight, 
!Ji 
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\1 l f c '. 
\\ ; fore the open door of the church alone. He wl 
, ,1 felt a hesitation- he asked himself if it were i 

( ) ~ 

;d ;~,te!o;ll~u:o s::::h:1'.g a i:::::s ~: s;::::~ /.i".._1 

/< and he stretched out his hand to pu h the 

~ door farther back. At that ,ery instant there ;. , 

\ ,', was a loud clang that made him start, as with "rj 
~i a slow, rninging, waYe-like sound the great 11"

1 

' 

clock began to strike the hour of midnight. 

He felt ashamed of bis sensations, ashamed of Y 

~r,:;, 
\;I 

\ 

i • . 

ha,-.ing started ; ancl \Yith a determined step he 

entered. 

All ,ms dark ,Yithin, and be had to feel 

The first thing his band touched 

,ms one of the small narrow pillars of a cluster­

column, feeling colcl ancl death-like ; and then 

came an iron railing round a gnl\·e. That 

guided him on some >Yay ; Lut then putting 

forth his right arm, he sucldenly laid his hand 

upon the icy fingers of a statue, and the first 

impulse ,rns to clraw hack as if he hacl touched 

a rorpse. The stillness ,rns ornrpowering too. 
98 
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~. It seemed more profound, more death-lite than 

·without. In the free air, there had been a 

light rustle amongst the trees; the ·rnry sigh of 

the night-,,incl had taken away from the rl,~, 
solemnity of the silence. H ere, everything was t __ \ 
hushed aucl mournfully qniet, not a breath of 

!:lir mornd through the gloomy aisles, and there 

"·n.s a chilly sensation in the place, a close , 

clinging coldness, thn.t depressed the heart and 

filled tbe imagination with gloomy images. 

The gm.Ye and the ,vorm, and the icy chill 

of death, and the eYerlasting si]ence, and the 

sl°', corruption, presented themseh·es inrnlun­

tarily to the mind, and he wondered if the 

disembotlied spirit could be permitted to see, 

and trace day by day, the awful changes of that 

corporeal frame in the powers aml beauty of 

which it perhaps once glorified itself. His 

thoughts were very dark, and his heart hen.~·, as 

he reachell the spot ·where the transept Ly ·which 

he outered joined the narn. Ile turned to the 

right and to the left, endeavouring to sec the 

object;:; around; but at first nothing v·as percep-
90 
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tible but the tall windows on either side, look­

mg at him like dim strange-shaped eyes, as 

the less intense darkness ·without garn them 

some relief from the black obscurity of all the 

rest. The next moment, however, something 

white, of the size ancl in the form of a human 

figure, seemed to gleam upon him at the farther 

encl of the nave. As he gazed to"·arcls it he 

conlcl see it more <listinct1y. It moYecl not, 

but remained ,,ithout any apparent change in 

one spot, and clasping the fingers of his left 

han<l round the sheath of his swor<l, he took 

a step or two towards it. The figure " ·as now 

more <lefined. apparently that of a "·om·m. 

haLited in a long "·bite roLc ; but still it ,m s 

perfectly motionless, and the young stranger 

sai.d in n low voice, " I am here ! what do yon 

,rnnt with me ?'' 

determination. nchancing straight towards the 

ol,j ect he Leheld, he found that it \Y,lS a figure 

of white mnrLle upon :t lo,, .-:icpukhral m01m-

ment. 

,.. 
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said, when 1 thought 1 heard this voice calling 

me? No, no ; that is impossible ! " and turn­

ing t01-rnrds the other end of the church, he 

repeated aloud, '' I am here ! who is it sent 

There ,,ms a momentary silence, and then 

came a low, sweet, beautiful strain of music, 

solemn and sad, but exquisitely touching; and 

the young trarnller stood listening in silent 

delight. But yet there "as something un­

earthly about it too. Kow it seemed far off, 

now it s·welled nearer to the ear, now rose into 

the high treble, now sunk muttering down in 

the bass. Suddenly it ceased, and the same 

s,wet tongue ,,hich had spoken to him before 

said, "Denzil, Denzi1, follow, follow!" 

" ,Yhere ?" asked the stranger. 

" To the grave," said the voice. 

" To mine ?'' demanded the young man. 
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1,oyhood,' replied the voice agn.in. "Denzi1, 

Denzil, follow, follow!" 

" I "·ill," he replied ; " show me the ,rny." 

The moment he spoke a faint light gleam eel 

through the chmch, and he could see dimly 

around him the gloomy aisles, and the tall 

columns, and the numerous tombs, ,vith the 

sculptured memorials of the dead.. His heart 

beat a good deal, but he had no time to ques­

tion ,Yith himself, for the voice repeated from 

the other end of the church, " Denzil, Den7,i1, 

follow, fo1low !"' and ,Yith a strong resolution, 

and a qwck step, he hurried on, guided liy the 

voice. The church hail been stripped of many 

of its ornaments, the rich screen had been 

to111 down between the choir aucl the nase, the 

seats of sculptured oak had lighted the fires of 

the Puritans, and all was free and open from 

one encl to the other. But just beyond the 

northern ,Ying of the transept, Denzil could see 

the spot from whid1 the light seemed to issue, 

still faint lmt stronger there than :m:nrhere 

else; and, as he approac.:hctl, it appeared to 
102 
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from the ground. A step or t,vo 

-:. farther sho,rnd him a large flat stone, like the 

r"'., ,. covering of a Yault raised high, and the gleam 

r. • coming up from beneath; and when he reached 
• •• 

►~. •: the edge of the aperture, he could perceive the 

• first steps of a stone stair-case, descending 
-~ t ..• I apparently into the vaults or the crypt of the 
~ 

l ..,_ .. 

( .. .... ' .. 

, .. . .. . .. 
• • 1 

·.· .. . , 
r .r; •• 

~ . . .. . 

church. He hesitated for an instant as to ,vhe-

ther he should descend, but the Yoice again called 

him by name, and repeated " Follow, follow!" 

"I ,,rill," murmured the stranger to him­

self, "whateYer be the consequence ; " and ·with 

a feeling of m,e, for I "ill not venture to call it 

fear, he leaped clmm to the top, or landing­

place, of the small staircase, and began the 

descent. " I shall soon see whence this light 

comes," he sai.d; but he ,Yas mistaken, for he 

found the faint rays still gleaming up, casting 

a long shado·w behind him as he went dow11. 

Xear the top, the steps seemed new and fresh, 

at least compared with those below; for 

although they were some,Yhat stained and 

r"'"' 

•: ' ~ . 
••• :. ◄ 
"f • 

•I 

J·1·· e l !• 
I ' }.'. 

•• t 
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the mortar. After the firRt ten or twelve, how- t_,\ 

ever, they became rough, broken, and irregular, 

slippery with cold damp, ancl with many a foul 

insect crawling over them. A large toad, 

bloated and swollen, crept slowly across almost 

under the wanderer's feet, eyeing him in the 

unaccustomed light, ,vith his large brilliant 

eyes, as if ,rnndering what he did there ; and 

numerous bats hanging together in clusters from 

the mildewed walls, took flight at bis approach, 

ancl skimmed away upon their filmy ·wings. 

The descent was long. At least fifty steps, 

turning upon a common centre, led him clown, 

clown, as if towards the very heart of the earth, 

and still the light receded before him, seeming 

:, "(, 
\ '-·, 

'.) 

as far off at the l>ottom as at the beginning of the 

descent, till at length a sma11 round flrched door I 
appeared at the foot of the staircase, and he ' Q 

:::u::r:::t 1:::i~~::m:::~ :::.~:::::,;:i::: if t a. 
of masonry. At the same moment the voice I "\ · ' 

)I ) 

said again, "Follow, Denzil, follow!" ' 
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~~I the :::u: :!:y o::t:·u:::~,:~:t o:::~;\::: I 
I , ~ '( % ~ scattered stones and fragments of fallen ma- 1 (3,~ 

-e. 
1

,,..,J .sonry, but by the pjled up bones of the ;,) c'f ,! dead. Skulls with their grinning white teeth, : ~ 
@; J and wide staring eyeless sockets, lay upon '(O 

the path, and more than once he felt the I(. G.i h) "0 t; 1'.~ bones of beings like himself cranch and )~.-

crumble under his tread as he marched ~. 

along. It made his 1lood run cold to think 

~~ th[Lt his steps i\ere upon the ruined relics of :cr/2 
f ~~' mortal men, and he strove to see where he set 1:{ 
~·r ~ ..., n his foot, but the light receding fast, left him in ' r, 'j 

(t;' a sort of semi-darkness, while a hooting owl 
1 ~ 

={'- J flapped past bim on its downy wings, and ~~ r.: ·4 
stirred the damp-smelling air around. •-· ~ V 

Smothering his repugnance, he strode on 
l 

hastily, perplexed and be,...-ildered by the nume-

lo,Y columns that supported 

f} 
0,,)-f'Jr, direction the light 11[lS carried, ,vhile a low 

~ ( murmuring '.'.>Ound, as if of a multitude of voices 

talking at a distance, met his ear, and a cool 
1 

them, and una.lJle to perceiYe in what precise 

G 2 105 ___ ·' 

, --.s--N~¥t'~~- C6\\?i, ~~~,_G_\f(:,-~~--,, -.Ar~ 
...._,.) 'tJ ( \1N , ~ '->-Y :_ . ~~--, 1 

,i;;_, '--,'l .. r \ ( 
T < • 



- -2 .. 
--~J:-.. ,.,,-~~ x~':::!,,~~y.~ ... 

• ~ THE LAST OF .I 

fresh air came and waved about the curls around 

his brow. 

" This is indeed strange," he thought. " I 

know not ,,hether I am dreaming or a wake. 

'-Yhat can be the object of bringing me hither! 

Yet it is Yain to think of retreating now,., and 

on he "\Yent till suddenly he came to what 

seemed the colJ face of a rock, roughly hew11 

and fashioned, into what the ancient architects 

called rustic-work, with a small narrow arcln,·ay 

through which the ligl1t still streamed, though 

it was partly obstructed by a heayy stone door, 

left half open. The young stranger pushed it 

back, using all his strength, but it rolled easily 

on the pfrot which supported it, and striking 

against the masonry ,Yhich lined the passage 

beyond, produced a hollo,v sound and a ::;harp 

clang, like a groan and a scream. The light 

,ms l1eforn him still, and he could now see a 

small pale bluish "·hite flame moving onwarcl 

at a distance. but coulcl distinguish no hand 

that bore it. 

"Follow, Denzil, follow!" said a voice 
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, '~
11-:hich ~ame swee:i;~ .;:~::E;~ a wh~ pe:., ~on;-~~~ 
~ '- ~I 

.-. _,, the passage, and the next instant there was •i' 1 a sound like the baying of a large dog, ~' 

-~~'<)(~ while another voice exclaimed, " Down, Fiend, ~ 
~ down!" -~1 

~ Silently the young man drew his sword out ~1 
• ~\ of the sheath, and paused for an instant, but :: 

1:lj 
• immediate1v the voice he had first heard said, _i -!.: ~ 
- :!{_ ~. J "" 

.;.f:-"' "Fear not, Denzil ! Follow! Nothing living has ~ .. 

ever co,Yed you ; fear not the dead." 

" I fear not," answered the young man, 

aloud; hut yet, if the truth must be told, he felt 

cold and chill, and his heart Leat quicker than 

,,.as its wont. Onward, onward, he went for 

nearly a quarter of a mile, the light still pre-

' ceecling him, casting a bright glare upon the 

yellow brown damp that lmug about the walls, 

and the drops of moisture that every here and 

there percolated through the stones of the vault 

OYerhead. At length the passage seemed to 

open out, and he caught a faint sight of what 

seemed a large octagonal chamber with some­

thing that looked at first Yiew like an altar in 
107 «6 ~ v.'f•'£) .::•A.~ 
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;:-\r the midst. The moment after the light was ]rf/;l.( 
~ - suddenly extinguished, and he stood in total fj.t\.\ 

vy; A 1 darkness. <=:..' /~!.) _''I I (~J-. 

t~ -~. 

'1 "Twenty steps farther," said the voice, ·t·£ 
_ ,k') " then ask "hat questions you will, and they .r \ 
1}:;!/ shall be ans"ered." j ~'.!) 
., _'P > c:; ; ' 

\ ,Vjth his sword still in his hand, the young , "' -1 

½ ~1· 
man strode on till nineteen steps "ere measured, .~~.; 

aud as he took the tweutieth the blade of his t;§5J 
weapon struck against some hard suLstance, :.~Jht:o/, 
and produced a ringing sound around him. _ 'fj 

"\°Vhy have I been brought hither?" he '/\$./ 
11-'A 

said aloud. J/ ... 

~ p i I 
"To receive athice "hich may lead you to 

fortune," answered a deep stern voice. 

"I must know the giver of the advice before 

I take it," said the young man; "yet let me 

c.;/~ ~J 
; 

'1 

( 
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.r/-', guided you, aud will guide you; they hare , , ~ 
.r~ ) watched OYer you from youth to manhood; they !!]:lei 
]:' ,-~J would fain see that manhood great and good, f ~ 
"~ but your fate must be of your own shaping. :F,f 
,\\1 ,l They can but help." : ' .. -)· 

(~ ""\Yhere shall I find this writing?" asked : ) W 
5~ the young man. r.j 'i 

( ~\) ""\Yill :you obey the words that you shall i~. 1'~ ~ 
' "-r--~ find ,u-itten?" demamled the voice. 

1 
'f}ef:(_:j{ 

"Tha.t will depend upon what they are," ,.-z;; 
was the answer. "I will do nought against ·1· 

Wf.~ my country, or the cause which I have always ! Jt 
W11 serrnd." :

1
J~J, 

t ,-b "If you woulLl free your country from a ,7 ? 

l'.'.'n~t yoke more burdensome than that of the bloodiest k
1

J~ 
1 

_ , 

1 ,· ~;1 tyrant that ever ruled-if you ·woultl render "" 

~~r-~ triumphant the great cause in "·hich you have 
' ~ I -, <{, 

~\-\r,·~1,-~ fought aml bled-if you would raise yourself r~i( 
I Ji: high in honour, and merit gratitude and reno"·n, ~ 

~ '-~ 
11 

you will follow the ad yif-e given, unquestioning _, 

_,- •. and unhesitating.,. : • •:-1 2 

1

1

/

1
~.~I '·,,\~'f1 t :~ "If I understand you right," answered the 

-')2, ,Ii i P, 1
• young man, "l will do so; but tell me who ,11 
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and :hat you are; I would fain see you face to I"~~ 
face. l ;-,, , 

"Him you cannot see," said the sweeter /,\' 

voice which he had first heard. " Denzil r 
Xorman, ask not what cannot be." I) 

" But you, you," said the young man 
1 

\ 

eagerly; "you, I think, I have a1ready seen: 

show yourself now.'' 

" So be it," replied the other voice, and in- 11
' 

stantly a light shone through the whole place, 
1 

j;__ 

again disp1aying the octagon stone chamber, ·with I ,~' 
its Yaulted roof, and niches, as if for statues, all ,, , 

around. Ex:act1y in the centre ,rns a plain 
I
f {j, 

stone tomb with an inscription on the slab of · ':t' 
free-stone on the top, and over it was scattered ~, 

a profusion of fresh flo-wers, in the midst of I" 

1Vhich by a small roll of paper. V ·,.: 
·/ 
1Y/ y 

A single object, however, attracted the ,Y110le 

of the young man's attention. One of the large 

niches, some four or fiye feet from the ground, 

seemed open like a Gothic arch, and filled with 

1-JJtr 
r -fl r 
'r 
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,vell, clothed as before entireh m 

white from head to foot, with long 
l ll 
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rich curls of glossy light Lrown hair falling over 

her neck, and breast, and bhoulllers. He pausell 

in deep silence and amazement, and then, stretch­

ing out his hands tol'l·ards the figure, lie was about 

to speak, when the S\reet Yoice said, "Pray for an 

instant by the side of the tomb of her who guarded 

your youth, and was a mother to you "·hen your 

mother was la.id in the grnrn. Then take up 

the paper, begone, and obey." 

Tho young man knelt by the tomb, catching 

sight of one name inscribed upon it as he did 

so, and bending his head, ,rith the tears 

streaming from his eyes, upon tho cold grn? 

stone, he prayed for an instant as fervently as 

he had eyer prayed in life. Then, rising, ho 

stretched out his hand and took tho paper, and 

the moment he had done so all was darkness. 

Dcnzil :X orman stood be·wilclored for a mo­

ment or two beside the tomb, ,vith his thoughts 

all troubled and his heart Lcating fast. 

" Stretch forth your hand," said tho deeper 

voice of the t"\rn ,rhi.ch he had heard, and ·with­

out reply he oLe,vecl. The moment he did so, 
l J2 
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his fi11gers were clasped tight m the grasp of 

. another hand ; but it was not a hand of flesh 

, 
I 

and blood. The hardest-working artisan in all 

the 'sorlcl never had a hand like that-cold as 

' that of the dead, and hard and stiff as adamant. I I 

~ • He would have withdrawn his fingers from 

/ those that clutched them, bnt he could not; 

ancl the voice said, "Follow, follo,v ! " 

On he went, as the cold hand guided, 

slo,vly and silently; for though the yonng 

gentleman spoke twice, he receiYed no answer. 

The ,vay seemed interminable in the darkness 

and the silence, and there ,rns an oppressive 

feeling in the air which sho,vecl him that he 

,rns still in the Yault. At length, ho,rnver, a 

gust of fresh night ,,incl came upon the :roung 

man·s cheek, aml the moment after he perceived 

a lo,v door open before him, with the faint 

external light just marking it out in tbe clark­

nes~. He turned <1uickly in the hope of seeing 

who ,rns his guide, but- at the same moment 

the hand relaxed its grm,p, ancl the voice said, 
'· Fon,anl ! ., 

113 



Three steps more brought him upon the 

green grass of the churchyard, and, the instant 

he had passed through the archway, the door 

banged to with a loud clang, which macle the 

whole of the old building echo with the sound. 

CHAPTER VII. 

AT day-break Denzil Korman sat in his room 

at Doctor Aldover's alone with the dove­

coloured light of dawn streaming in through 

the ·window, and falling upon a table before him, 

on which was stretched a scroll covered with 

characters written in very black ink. The 

paper was yellow as if with age, and part of the 

writing ,ms in a tongue or rather a cypher 

which the eyes that looked upon it ,rnre un­

acquainted with. A few lines at the top and at 

_ _ _ the bottom of the page were in the ordinary 
'""">,... : 114 
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' i something cramped and stiff in the formation , 

\~ 
t ( 

( 

of the letters, which gave them a strange and 

antique look. The young gentleman gazed on 

the paper with a thoughtful air, and repeated 

in a low voice, '' Stay here a week, and then 

journey as a messenger to the north ?-Well, it 

matters not where I stay or whither I go. In 

all places there are dangers; in all places 

there is a Providence. I will obey these 

strange commands; but where can I find lodg­

ing in this place without an inn? I cannot 

trespass longer on the hospitality of this good 

old man." 

\ 

He then remembered the conversation be­

tween Doctor Aldover and Alice Brownlow, just 

Lefore they parted, regarding the rooms her 

uncle had to let, and his resolution was soon 

taken. Ere mid-day he was installed, the 

tenant of Roger Brownlow's lodgings; and 

the olcl man acknowledged, with the simplicity 

r 

1-· ~ 
r "-' I' 

which not unfrequently accompanies a single 

, passion, especially that of avarice, that he did 
~ 115 
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not know which had done him most good­

the ha,-ing let his rooms, or Doctor Aldover's 

last dose. 

Alice, who was present, smiled gaily: and 

the good Doctor laughed, saying, "The money, 

Roger ; the mone_Y ! that is your disease and 

medicine too. But come, Roger, the young 

gentleman has given you two gold t,Yenty­

shilling pieces, out of ·which you o-we him ten. 

Go and get him a couple of fresh Olivers out of 

your coffer, or you may forget that be has not 

had his change.'' 

" I '11 go, I '11 go," ans,rnred the old man : 

"but just let me hase a ,rnrd with you, Doctor, 

Lefore you depart;" and away he walked, taking 

Doctor Aldover ·with him. Left alone \Yith his 

fair guide of the night before, Denzil Xorman 

took the opportunity of thanking her ; for he 

had remarked not only that no ·word of his Yisit 

to the church had Leen spoken in old Roger 

Brownlow's presence, but that Doctor .Alclornr 

himself, no longer under the exhilarating influ­

ence of a good glass of pnneh, had Leen exceed-
! 16 -
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1 ingly shy of the subject. Xot so Alice Brm,;-nlo,Y, 

hoi.YeYer. for she now spoke freely of his expedi-

'/ 

,/ 
I 

I~ 
1/'I 

tion. and questioned him as to ,vhat he had seen, 

in a tone so light and gay as to form a strange con­

trast ,,ith her demeanour on the rreceding night. 

Denzil Xorman found it somewhat difficult 

to parry her quick inquiries, and only succeeded 

in doing t>O l,y assuming the same tone as her­

self. A little gallantry certainly mingled in 

his manner too, \Yhether he would or not; for 

he thought her even more beautiful by daylight 

than he had done on the preceding evening, 

and the sparklillg grace of her whole manner, 

in this more cheerful mood, seemed to render 

her only the more engaging. "I think," he 

said, "that I shall call you the fairy of the 

cottage. as we lrnse got a fairy of the castle 

on the hill above." 

" I wish I \\"ere a fairy,'' said the girl "ith a 

sigh; "I could do many things then, that I 

cannot clo now." 

As may be supposed, Denzil Xorman did 

not let slip the occasion of inquiring ho" she 
117 
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of one of the nine orders of angels than of an 

inferior being like a fairy. But ha-re you no 

one in particular yon \You]d benefit?" 

" Oh, to be sure!., replied Alice Bro-wnlo,Y, 

with a gay smile; " eYery one has somebody 

whom they \Yould wish to serve." 

"And ,Yho \Youlcl be this fo,Youred one with 

you?" asked Denzil ~ orman, not quite ·well 

satisfied with the reply. "It is perhaps a bold 

question to a::;k a fair lady like your::;elf." 

The girl ]anghecl. "How curious men are!" 

she said. "The lions are the painters, and 

they haY e represented women as all curiosity, 

while in truth it is man's peculiar vice; Lut you 

shall not be disnppointed, noble sir. Some 

day I \\·ill sho\\' yon the person I would wish 
118 
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i to benefit, but it must be after Jonger ac­

. quaintance." 

l The young gentleman, as may be supposed, ; 

', °I 
to say the truth, he had many doubts ·whether :_ \\ 1 
that knowledge "ould. be pleasing to him ; for l 
since the day ·when Adam ate of the fruit of 

the forbidden tree, down to this present time, 

an insatiable thirst has been upon the mortal 

lip for kno,Yledge, lnwwledge, lmo"·ledge-not 

only of good but of evil ; it is knowledge that 

we want, ·whether it be a curse or a blessing, 

and the deYil has ever, as then, an excuse ready 

for our seeking it. 

"I "ould fain kno"," said the young man 

to himself, " "·hether her heart is giYen to any 

one, and to \Yhorn. I feel she might be a dan­

gerous companion in this secludetl plaee, and if 

I find her love has been won, I shall lie suffi-

~-~ cientl:· armed against the peril. It is strange 

-~ that I, who have moved amid the Lrightest 

-~1ft, and the fairest, in courts and citie::, throughout 

l' __r,;,, one-half of Europe, should never have seen 
~ 119 

--~~~~~~- ~-/4 _,J r~~r ,' r ~ ~,\ ,, t~ 



THE LAST OF 

one who seemed to me so fair and brio·ht as 0 

this cottage girl . But it is nonsense thinking 

of such things-Denzil Xorman in love with 

the niece of Roger Brownlow ! That is ou.t of 

the question. I ·would give a great deal to see 

ber lover; and I will, please Heaven-some 

mere boor, I dare say;" and he continued to 

press her on the sulJject, till she answered, in 

the same ga,y tone in whic11 she had hitherto 

spoken, ",Yell, ·well, sir, you shall be satisfied 

if you will take a walk forth with me this 

evening-quietly and secretly, remember, inas­

much as my good uncle must not know any­

thing of the matter; for 'thereby hangs a 

ta1e.'" 
Still the answer ·was not pleasant to him. 

I:•.,. 

. :')\ 
·.• .. . , 

He almost wished that he had refrained. He 

fancied he caught a fluttering blush upon her 

cheek-that he detected a slight embarrassment 

I 
I 

in her manner, gay and cheerful as it was; 

and yet he ,ms determined to carry tlte inquiry 

to the encl, for, let sceptics say what they will, 
I 

~1 uncertainty is the most painful state of life. 
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" G iYe me ::;ome sign, then," he said ; lmt 

Lefore he could finish, or Alice could reply, 

Doctor AldoYer returned ,,i.th old Roger 

Bro-~rnlo", and soon after took his leaYe, pro­

mising his late guest that his horse should be 

well cared for at his stable. and that his sadclle­

liags should be sent do"·n immediately. 

The rest of the da;y passed Yery pleasantly 

to Denz1l Xorman; for although he "·antlered 

forth for a short time, yet, as had been previously 

arranged. he returned to take a home} y meal 

"·ith the family of his host, and sat long, to say ' 

sooth, in the parlour of the cottage, convers­

inrr with the fair Alice; while the old man 
0 

nodded in his chair hard Ly, and left his lodger 

, ·~ and his niece to amuse themsehes as best they .. 
might. Denzil found that such conversation 

\\'RS not ,Yitbout its peril; but there are some 

men fond of standing on the brink of a preci­

pice, and though he felt a little giddy, yet he 

woul<l not ,vithdraw. A reader may ask, what 

they talked of? hut to 'Le ans\\·erecl by another 

<1nc::,tio11. what 

. . 
did 

., 
A . . 

they 
l '21 

not talk of'? for, 

. . . 
II, . 

y 

• 



its way. Sometimes it seemed to him like 

the course of a lmtterA.y, sporting from flower 

to flo"er, and resting but a moment 011 each; 

sometimes like some Lrilliant dance, through 

which the feet of imagiuatiou played spark­

ling]y, seeming all wilcl and uncontrolled, 

and yet with a form and plan in every move­

ment. 

At lengtll, however, she started up, saymg, 

'' I must a,yay, I have an errand to perform;" 

and passing through the door which has l>cen 

mentioned, on the left of the fire-place, she 

ascended the stair.:), as it seemed, to her own 

A moment or t,vo after, however, 

,vhile Denzil was looking at the old man, ,Yho 

was just rousiug himself from his slumLer, he 
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and their thick hedge-rows, rendered it verv 

easy to lose sight of a.ny object of pur:mit. For 

some time he wandered about in the hope of 

<liscornring ,vhid1 ,rny she had taken; all!l then, 

giving up the chase, he bent his steps towards 

the castle, the grey towers of which he could 

perceive rising high over the trees. 

" I ,rill think no more of this fair ' ' 0Ull<Y , I 0 

('reature," he said to himself;" I ha.Ye thought 

uf her too much alrea.dy ;" and, with a habit 

\\'hich he had acquired in perilous times arnl maJJy 

pilinful circumst:m t.:es. he strove to force his min<l 

,t\my from the thoughts that would engross it. 

n,nd fix them upon tho::;e calm external o~j ect::; of 

Xature's lrnndywork, from which it is cliliicult 
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It::;:, 
\"·:~ eYeu for the pen·er::;e heart of man to e.\.tl'c.tct :• . 1 _, 

anything that is evil or dangerous. " How • • 1 
lrnantiful the, sce11c is ! " he continued. in · ~ '} 

i.\ ... &.! 

thought ; ·· if I can find my ,my to the top of 

yon little hill, I shall get the b ~st view of the 
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castle, I fancy;'' and. follomng a path ·which 

:Pemed to lead thither, be was brought round 

under the old towers, at the distance of about 

quarter of a mile. The -way \\'as steep ; and 

walking quickly, as all men do -who strim to fly 

from thought, he paused. after a while to take 

breath, and looked up to the iv-y-cov-ered wa11s. 

As he diJ so, he suddenly beheld a form appear 

upon tbe battlements of the highest to,ver. It 

was the same he had seen the e-rnning before 

at the ,vell ; the same "hich he had seen in the 

vaults. The ,vhite garments, the flowing hair, 

the light and air,\- form, ,vhich to the eye of 

fancy seemed almost transparent, ·were there, 

·with the liaht of the sun, not ,et declined 0 . • 

fvur bours, shining full upon them ; and "·ith a 

rn.pid, fearless step, it passed along upon the 

\'1~ry edge of the crumbling walls, ancl amidst 

the tottering pinnacles, till it reached the top 

of a small ,vatch-turret, overhangLng the path 

,Yhit:h he was ascending. and there pausing. a~ 

if suspended in the air, ,Yith a grn.,·e and ,rnrn 

ing gesture it wa,ed him back. 
1 '.!~ 
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The young man paused and hesita.ted ; and 
three times the sign "'as repeated: then suddenly 
the figure disappeared from his sight, as if it had 
sunk at once through the tower. Denzil Xorman 
gazed do"11 upon the ground for a moment or 
two, then turned upon his steps, and made his 
,my back to the cottage. 

He found the old man with his son beside 
him. J olm Brownlow, who seemed to ha Ye been 
informed of all that had taken place during his 
absence in the morning. eyed the stranger not 
unci\1.lly, and while finishing the meal to ·which 
he had come in late, inquired ·which way the 
stranger had directed his steps in his "alk. 

'' By a small road to the eastward, that 
leads under the castle ,v,uls," replied Denzil 
;. .,.orman. 

"Then you must have met the soldiers, I 
suppose," replied John Brownlow. "I pa::;sed 
them on that road about an hour ago." 

Denzil gazed at him steadily for an instant, 
and then repliecl in a calm tone, ·' Xo. I met 
no soldiers. \Vhat troops are they, pray ·)'' 

H 2 1:!5 
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~' -;€ ,·. " They are Lambert's men," answered. the : ~ • 1 

·(,~·~J ~: .. _ ~ /, otber; "marching to the north, they told me." .,.~v _ 

_ ~~J " Then they do not remain here," said. vS&<} '. 
~ .. Denzil Norman, with the same unconcerned. · \ · 

•~, manner. ·:1·,·:rl; ~~ ·~ t y'J 
. 1 ":No," replied John Brownlow," they must 1;-,i~ ''. Je .. 

• go five miles further before night; but ·we are , r 1 , / 
~ ,-'---f 3 

to have a company quartered upon us in a fe"· , ~t ~ ., 
days, I am told." As he spoke, he fixed his i ;; 
eyes upon his fathers lodger; and when he ~◊; ~ 
had drank off his horn of beer, he rose, saying. t,;XXA 
"Hn.ve you seen om garden, sir? It is very V~ N 
pretty;" and he took a step or two towards the :.◊d , 
door of the kitchen, through which was the \ 1. " ,. 

~ only ex.it to the back of the house. Denzil : A ~\ 
\ . ~ 

,. • ~- X orman followed, saying he should like to walk (. ~ , 

<, ~ through the garden with him ; but as soon as l@j ' 
,,. fr._,--: • -~ . "'"'-' 1d;- they had issued forth, and proceeded some little ~ "'> 

l; ~•· way amidst the quaint Hower-beds which sur- ~< ~ 
'X rounded the apple trees, John Brownlo·w Y.~1 

~~ . ~~ r><X
1 

stopped, and said in a low voice, "I think, sir, (2)~ 
,, ,P,q you had better keep yourself to the house till ti ,, 
,' •j i 1 , these men are gone on." l1~/ ] 
~ , l vi , _.---.-- l:?6 • j 

~~~§® c~1., ,--~~~~r sr~ ,"~/4!~ ~;~~' 
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\ ;,.P ' 'i..i~. 
i :!:J' to fear them ?" asked Denzil Norman. i '\ '\ ! 

~ ~(; 

c,, A , 1 ' ' Your hair, your French boots, ancl your h A,~~ 
. ,Y,<_V; i'l'X\ \ :;'v ~ gilt hilted s11ord," ans·wered John Brownlow. VX) 

~l~~ " I know not what may be done in London, but ~-.,., 
.' 6' 't-"1 "!~·~, here ·we clo not see such things often; and, ~i 

, ... depend upon it, some of the officers would. • , v , 
• r •, • • ~ • 

• ~ .... ', mqmre who you are, and ·what brings you ·\_. ~ 

~ ,t-·J t·: 'k ~ ~/ -~ here. You know Lest your own business, but -► c 

~1 ~\ ~ ~o/\: I have given you my advice honestly." -.~ 

"\-X '· And I will take it," ans\Vered. Denzil \\ · 

, ~X}'I Korman. " But hmv shall I know when they t5< 
:~ are gone ?" r' ' 

' .. -t• •' I ,,ill let you know," replied the other. • ·1 'i · :~x l·br~ , ~ ·· You had better say nothing to my father, but /- :T '" 
(~~ l~ 

. -:.,,,-~- , just sit in your own room, and pretend. to Le p~-' 
~- - r fj-l -~ 
~ Lusy ,Yriting." r ~ ' 

... ,~ · ~-----~ The evening sun was just setting upon ~' \ .. ,., '.',J< ~ •; 
• • Lanclleigh castle and village, when Denzil 't ., 

-~;~ X orman once more walked up the hill "·ith °'\. X ~i.­
., X: Alice Dro"nlow by his side. Their way la~r -ts{.{X · 
r ,'~ through the shady lanes, ath,Yart "-hich the ~~J 

~ ;-~;(~evel sunbea.ms g1anced, tinged with a rosy hue, ·
1 

; _-
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THE LAST OF 

as the sun sunk down to rest ; and as they 

caught upon her beautiful figure and s,veet face, 

they seemed to the eyes of her companion to 

draw forth strange graces aud new charms; and 

his contemplation ended with a sigh. It might 

be fancy, but he could not help thinking that 

there ',rns something strange about her alto­

gether-a po·wer, a captiYating influence, \\ bich 

no one seemed able to resist. He had t::>een her 

that evening with her uncle and her cousin, and 

they appeared to feel the spell as much as he did. 

The old man was tame in her presence, ::;trove 

to conceal before her even the ill qualities he 

was vain of, and yielded to her lightest word 

like a child. The young man, though frank and 

straight-forward, still sprang to do her slightest 

bidding, as if her commands ,vere his law ; but 

yet, there was a somethiug in his ·whole man­

ner to her, and in her.:i to him, which s-wept 

away at once the suspicion 11hich had crossed 

the mind of Denzil X orman that her cousin 

might be her lover. 

She had been very gay and cheerful through-
12s 
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out the clay; but now, "·hen they ,rnre alone to­

gether in those green lanes, the graver spirit 

had fallen oYer her again ; and he found cleep 

and strong thoughts, powerful often from their 

very simplicity, mingling in every answer which 

she made him, though from time to time a touch 

of spark.Jing lightness "·oulcl cross the whole, 

like the sun beams darting through the shade as 

they passed along. He stroYe to keep pace 

"·ith the rnriations of her mood ; and, as she ball 

hearcl of the arrival and halt for an hour of the 

soldiers in the village, Denzil told her, in gay 

and jesting strain, of his pursuit of her fair 

self some hours before, and the cause which 

had induced him to turn back. "I must be 

strangely favoured by this fairy," he said; " and 

as we seem passing near the castle, I should 

like to turn in at the gate for a moment, and 

see whether she ,vill favour me again ·with her 

presence \\'hen I have got a companion "ith 

me fairer than herself." 

Alice turned and gazed at him for a moment 

with a grave look. "Do not speak lightly," she 
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\ '. - : replied, "of fairy favours, nor ever pretend to ,1

1
~'1 1/~ :1) doubt ·whether you do not. I ,\'ill go with you · ~\t, 

~,1· .; to the castle, if you please, with all my heart. ;J'. 
-~-I '~✓-· b . ·11 b f 1· 1 >'\)'Jr~.-· 
4 

,, ut 1t ,n e o 1tt e use, for we here know, right ✓~ 

•J · well, that the fairy never appears more than A'\ 
' \' \J\ ~ ¥v once in the day to any one." l._/., 

, } ''Indeed!" replied Denzil. '· She is very . ., ~~ '~ 

- 1 regular in her habits, then; I thought fairies 

were more capricious. Nevertheless, I should 

like to look through the castle with you, for 

fair scenes are ever fairer when we see them 

,vith one who can appreciate their beauty." 

Alice looked in his face with a faint smile. 

" It is the return of thought for thought," she 

said, " which brings forth the treasures of the 

mind and the heart. \\That v,ould the light be 

without the shade? and even an inferior mind 

may often, by the contrasts it affords, giYe 

greater brightness to the rays of a higher one. 

'\Ve have little of such interchange of thought 

here," she added with a sigh; " but here we are 

;. 
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,:ent i:~:,::;:::~g thr:,1~: :h: •i;~II 
l I~: seemed to have been a narrow outer court, soon ~ J 
\-i!li~,·~.' _ .~.~~\\ ./~\. I found themselves in the larger open space ·with \ , , 

~l~ £ h .,~. ~ ~. the old castle well be ore t em. The sun was -~.\ , 

!".J;,; shining straight through the arch upon the !¼~( 
'"''~1} I crystal water and the green trees above it, but '~1: 
: / I I·. f,t .s: no fairy form was there, and Alice stood by the Sii ~-.,i 'p 

·, side of the well, and gazed up thoughtfully at I, 

1 

I/ 
,,. the old towers. "Here reio"11ecl the brio-ht and D 

• ~/
11
~ bl . h d 1 °" h . l 

O 

d I)~\' i I . no e 111 t e ays ong gone, s e sa1c ; " an 1, I 
'· 1j all have passed away. Their very memories I 1~ 1 

~ ~If: (~ '\~ are like a faint echo, amongst the hills, of words 'j) 
, i.~ 11 spoken once aloud, and repeated farther and '~·'·\ 

1 ,, 1 ',I farther distant till they become indistinct. Thus .: vf· 
~_.J\,t_ perishes man and his memories! I wonder how 

1

.

1
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~\; many kings and ,varriors, now forgotten, once ~"" 

~~ 'I thought that they should live for ever in the 11 
'~) 

?\ ~ 1 minds of men " r~\ 
"1 1\..., "All thinas pass a\ray, and all thin 0o·s are I idl~ 
,1\ ~I 

O 1'[11 tjf,'\ renewed, fair Alice," answered Denzil Norman. rt,,l, ~ 
.... ""\Ve have-at least I haYe-seen all our in-

1 t '· I 
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parliaments reduced to a mere name, la"·s used 

to destroy la\\"s, and injustice of every kind 

perpetrated in the name of justice. Yet from 

all this, as ·when the earth is ploughed with the 

deep share, and harrowed \\"ith the rough har­

row, will, I doubt not, spring up the same m­

stitutions as those which "·ent before." 

" No, not the same," she ans,vered; " things 

very much resembling past things, but not the 

same. I '11 tell you how the course of the 

world seems to me to go," she continued, laying 

her hand familiarly on his arm. "A simple 

figure is ahrnys the best and the clearest. Did 

you ever tend a garden ? If you did, you will 

know that each flower and each tree, if you 

take the seed thereof and sow it, will produce 

things of the same kind, but not exactly the 

same. Gather the seed of a tulip or a poppy, 

and put it in the ground ; you will lmve tulips 

and poppies spring up the next year, but varied 

from those which went before. Thus, methinks, 

mth worldly institutions; eYen ·when they perish 

they leave seed, but that seed never reproduces 
la:? 
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the same. Come, let us not stand speculat­

mg here. We are amongst dead things- I 

have living ones to show you;" and turning 

to the great gate she passed out, then took 

her "ay to the outskirts of the village, and 

followed by Denzil :Korman entered a cottage. 

the door of ·which stood open. ,vithin they 

found a '\\Oman in extreme old age, yet hale 

and healthy for her time of life, and by her 

side, busily spinning, as fast as her fingers 

could go, as beautiful a country girl as ever 

mortal eyes fell upon. 

·· Ah, Dame Unwin !" said Alice, "I am 

glad tu see you back ; I hope poor Bridget is 

better." 

· · She is better than any of us, my dear," 

replied the old ·woman, " for she is in heaYen. 

The good Doctor clicl all that man could to 

s,lYe her, for her poor husband's sake, and I 

diJ. what little I could do, but it was of no 

avail. poor thing. Goel had called her to him­

self, and she went. The minister has taken 

two of the babes home to his house. and the 
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Doctor put the other one out to nurse, so the 

poor man's cares are lightened." 

" I fear he could not repay you, granny," 
said Alice. 

" She would' not haYe taken a penny for 

the world, Alice," replied the girl, looking up 

from her work, and plying her fingers sti11. 

' · Should the poor be hard upon the poor ?" 

·· HeaYen forbid," said Alice Brownlow : 

'' but you seem Yery busy here, Jane. "'\Vho is 

it for?" 

" Partly for us, partly for them," aus,Yered 

the girl ; " but you see, Alice, we haYe got the 

clock agam. ,Ve found the money m the 

window on Tuesday mornmg last. Granny 

would hardly use it, for she said it "-as fairy 

gold, and it might turn to leaves or straws 

when old Roger Brownlow had got it." 

'' He would not take anything that was not 

-
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Some further conversation passed, and ~>1 

then Alice and her companion took their way ~ ,u L1 

ri.1//4, homeward. "You have seen," she said, look- I 
l i.1'/, ing up in Denzil's face with a smile of some \, J, 

'/:/; meauing, "those for whose sake I wish I was 

a fairy." 

"They seem kind, good people," said Den-

I I,,..,, 
I;• // 
,/·, 

zil :N"orman, a little confused with the memory 

of his o,Yn doubts. 

"The old woman tends the sick poor," said 

.Alice, in a slow and feeling tone, " when they 

have no one else to tend them; and the girl 

r((. 
\\; 
~.,: 

works cheerfully from clawn till night to sup­

port her grandmother and herse1f. She will 

one day become J olm Brownlow's wife ; but 

that clay is afar, and I could wisb to be a fairy, 

,ij 
) 
I 

to abridge the long hours of expectation for 1 

them Xow, do you understand me?" ~\ '. 

.. ·I do, at length, entirely," answered Den- 1\
1 

If 
zil X onnan, warmly ; " but such a heart as / 

' ' 
yours may not be easy to understand at once." 1 

' § /; / ~ 

~==- __ ] ~~~~ - --:: k~ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

IT was sti11 dark, although there was a faint 

grey streak upon the edge of the eastern sky, 

ancl Denzil i\ orman \; head was on the pillo"·, 

dreaming of Alice Bro,,nlow. He had been at 

Landleigh six days, and more than once he had 

dreamed of her, both sleeping and ,rnking, and 

each time the vision had become brighter. 

Suddenly, however, the dream ,ms dispelled, 

and the sleep broken. There was some one 

knocking at his door ; and starting up, he ex.­

claimed, " Come in ! " 

The nex:t moment John Brom1low entered, 

,,iih a light in bis hand. "Up and a,my, sir, 

as fast as possible," he saitl. "A company of 

Lambert's troops are in the place; and they 

were reading last night, where the officers are 

quartered, a proclamation, ordering the appre­

hension of seyeral persons, amongst ,vhom ,ms 
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named one stated to be passing under the 

name of Denzil Norm'.tn." 

" Passing under my own name, then," said 

the young gentleman, with a smile. 

"But not all yo hr names, sir," replied the 

young man, " or else they are mistaken ; for 

some one mentioned your being in the village, 

antl. they are to be here at day-break to take you 

out of your bed." 

" ,v en, learn me then, good John," replied , 

Denzil," and I ·will rise and go. I have been in 

,vorse perils than this before now, and shall be 

in worse still before they make me lose heart. 

It is hard to he hunted. thus, like a hare before 

the hounds ; but still "·e must ahide our fate. 

Run up to Doctor Aldover's, if you would serrn 

me, and have my horse ready." 

'' That is cared for," ans·wered John Brown­

low ; " the horse is at the encl of our garden. I 

will go out in the front and watch till you are 

ready. Alice is below." 

Denzi1 i\onnan rose iu haste, and clressed 

himself; placed all his small portion of ·worldly 
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not remember having left any there; and, on 

taking it up and looking at it closely, he per­

ceived that it was in the same hand-\\Titing 

as that which had been giYen him m the 

The cottage ,vinclo,vs ·were still closed : Lut 

Alice Brownlow was standing Leside a table. 

on which was a ligbt, ·with a gram and thought­

ful face. She did not morn when he enteret1 : 

Lut Denzil advanced towards her at once, and 
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" I must stay to give you three commis-

sions," replied the young gentleman: "first, 

i ( t~ give that gold Carolus to your uncle. I pro- • 

: f:~, mised him something for attendance. Is it •• · I 
~~ ? enough?" •• :!.' ◄ 
:~ .. :-~~ "Too much," answered Alice. ·§•:,; 
.t)_ "Next, there are five for good Dame '~: 

Unwin," he continued rapidly; "I am poor, or I 
I would send her more. Will you give them Y!_j 
to her for me ?" ~\ 1 

" I will," ansvrnred the beautiful girl, with jWj :, 
. (I/ 

an anx10us look ; " what is the third ? speak ~ 

quickly.·, 8,'), 
Denzil Norman still held her hand in his, .l~~ 

nnd Iris fingers clasped more warmly round it, "fJ.i;i 
while he gazed in her beautiful face with a look -~ 

of strong affection. " The last is," he said, 

'· loYe me, as I will you, till ·we meet again." 

Alice made no reply, but a warm glow, like 

that of the rising sun, sprang over her cheek 

'\ .,: i 
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" It were soon promised," replied ~-\.lice ; 

" for in a ·week you will forget the cottage girl." 

'' Never," he replied eagerly; "never ·while 

I ha-s;-e life. Perhaps there has been a struggle, 

Alice, between prejudice and lo-ve; but the 

struggle is over for eyer, and if I escape-if I 

lirn, I wiU return to ask this dear hand. Oh ! 

give me hope to cheer me by the way.·, 

" Go, go!" said Alice, turning a,rny her face ; 

" eYery moment brings you into danger.·· 

Before he could answer, John Brownlow 

hurried into the cottage and locked the door 

behind him. '· This ,my ! this way!" he cried ; 

'· they are coming down the hill. Quick, 

quick!" and he caught Denzil 's arm and drew 

( ..,.c 

' . \ :, 
•• If k, 
"( ,, . 

, •J. .. 
• ► '\ 
I •• l 

II : ~ 

him to"wards the door, ,rhich led through the •. 

kitchen to the garden behind. Alice, as if (:: 

·.· f 
•. I 

by an im1mlse she could not resist, started 

forward and laid her hand on that of the ( ( •: .. 

1 •-: • young fugifo·e. Denzil cast his arms ronnd 

.:.,~1 her, and pressed his lips npon her cheek. 

,:~~I ·' Be true !'' she whispered; · · and you sha]] 

, t -~~ :nd me true." i-to 

... . . , . . . __, .. ~~----.,L' • • , , r . , ., _,-, 
·--t•( ·_:;.. \··1':-/ ~ 
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r.; The next instant he "as in the garden, ,. : " 

-:. ' j and he could distinctly hear the measured , ; , .. 
.,,. I 0 

' ~ 6 ½,, I : tramp of marching men. The ground sloped ,' • 1 

I ~ s---~ I 
~ :~ down on that side of the house toi\ards the '•E )' 

~ •: ·~· . 11.ver and the valley; and the thick apple 

trees afforded a complete screen to almost all 

the little paths which ha<l. been formed in the 

garden. Through these John Brownlow led 

his companion ·with a quick step, till they 

reached a hedge "ith a low gate in it. within 

fifty :rnnls of the stream. 

To the gate was fastened Denzil Xorman\, 

horse; the sadule bags "ere soon attached to 

the saddle; and putting his foot in the stirrup, 

tho young gentleman held out his harnl to 

his companion, saying, "Fare\\'ell, John, with 

many, many thanks. ,Ye shall meet again, I 

.// trust in happier clays, when I can thank you 

' , -: lietter." 

" Goel 1Jless you, my lord," replied .r ohn 

Bro,,mlow. "Hark! there is some one running 

u.own the hill-Away, away! Over the tnrf. 

that thev may not hear you." 
• v 141 
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Denzil was in the saddle in a moment; his 

hor::;e was fresh and full of fire ; and bounding 

forward oYer the turf by the rirnr side, he soon 

bore his rider beyond pursuit. 

For two hours Denzil Norman rode on 

,Yithout dra,Ying a rein; but often directing 

his course to the top of any high hill he came 

uear, in order to examine the country he had 

passed, and ascertain if any one followed. He 

<'ould see no signs of pursuit, howeYer, and at 

length he halted in a meadow by a little stream, 

to let his horse drink aud crop a mouthful of 

the green grass. His first thoughts ·were of 

.A 1ice ; but there were others that came soon 

0 
( 

\., 

,,,-,::-.,• 
,·,\ 
., -\ 
'9 
""'I 

/~ 

" I wiH to the ~ 
Horth," he said to himself, "but now for this , 

other paper;" and drawing it forth he examined \ / 

it more minutely than he had been able to do ,

1

>z_Q~?' .•. 1 

and pressed for attention. 

before. It ,rns all legible enough, and he read h) 
I.--. . :::,:::t:::,;;;c~::;:;,::~:,:;~i~;,~,~:;~,.::: ~ 

nor superscription. ~1 j 
" Go with all speed towards X ewcastle," o 

l-1:? 

V 

)' ,, 
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~ , : In the village of Corbridge, stable your horse ~ 

a short, stout, dark man, whom you shall ask '..,t1 if his name be Gideon. If he reply, 'Yea,' ' 
1 

\ then tell hjm that Portsmouth holds out against 
Cs!...l r the army, that the soldiers sent against it have 
~ '-l. declared for the Parliament, that the troops in ( 

)~ London haYe done the same, that Lawson and I> . 
the fleet ·will abandon the fanatics, and that 

~ Desborough's force is safe; but above all, let 
f ~-~~I him know that Fairfax holds York, and that he 

may trust in him. S6r not from Corbridge 
till you see 

J' ,, These are strange directions," thought t " ~I --~ J Denzil Korman. "but yet I will follow them. , 
,c:\·.i ~1 . f ~~::::~

1 
~,i:o::ri~:r~c::c:eo!,,the tidings. j (f/4, 

~ ;i His reverie mis intenupted by the distant , 
_ f[Y 

I 
blust of a trumpet, and springing on his horse 

~ again, he was soon once more upon his ,va.-r 
\~ !''I nortlmard. nor stoppeJ. till he baJ. put the tlis- .~ \p ~ 1 tanee of forty miles between himself and La.iHl- , l (;~ L_ 2 Ha } 

v> ,... - - Jc.~~- t*I) ~'"') C}.(i,' -/' ' ;., {-- ; · J ~ ?' , --~/~: ,' I . I!) ,_ . < ., \ > 
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~·", leigh. Still the journey before him was long: 
~ I 

(, 

< 
' 

. ~ 
I 

. 1,;~· I •' f ,. 

~~-f • 
l .. 

,l.c_ 

difficulties aucl obstacles interposed: nov.- he 

found himself in the neighbourhood of some of 

Lambert's forces, and was obliged to take a cir­

cuit of several miles; now his horse cast a shoe. 

and no blacksmith was found to replace it; now 

he ,ms impeded by finding no boat at a ferry ; 

and thus eight days elapsed before he reached 

the fair banks of the Tyne. 

It ,,as late in the e,·eniug ,vhen, after de­

scending the river for some fifteen or sixteen 

miles, he inquired for the village of Corbridge, 

and "·as told tlrnt it lay about a mile before hiu1. 

Slackening his pace, then. that he might enter 

the place with the appearance of a mere tra­

Yeller journe:·ing leisurely on his way. he 

reached the inn door just as the sun ,rns setting, 

and carefully attended to his horse before he 

....... .. , 

I 

' 

, . 
.. , 

, . 
·; 

f 

~t I 

' ~ 

entered the room of general receptio11 He .. 

f 
. . 1 . . ,) 

ound 1t entire y vacant, and a host "ithout 1, 

much custom anxious to show all attention to an ✓)~~ 
unexpected gue::.t. The best of everything ,ms ~­

soon placed before him, and his meal was just · ~ ~ ' 
► 
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finished, when he heard the sound of hon:,es 

before the door. Some time elapsed without 

any one appearing, and expectation began to 

fade a·way, ,,hen he heard a voice ·without giYing 

some orders, apparently to a servant. The 

nex.t instant the door opened, and a stranger 

entered, ,,ho eyed him for a moment and then 

sat down at a distance. 

mined him well. He iYas some,Yhat above the 

middle age, a stout man, and a dark one, but he 

could hardly be caUed short, although he ,rns 

not so tall as the young cavalier himself. The 

expression of his countenance was somewhat 

oTaYe and stern· b , but after the first look, 

• . 

~". 
' " 

he took no notice of his companion in the 

room until the landlord had served him a 

frugal supper, and a Llack jug full of some 

drink. As the latter ·was put upon the taLle 

the stranger asked a question in a lOi, voice : 

and when the room was again clear, he ~(/ 

Y~ tumed his head towards Denzil Korman, mid ~ 
r j~ ~ said, ·with a less surly expression of face, " The ~,

1 
• 

: t andlord tells me, sir, i'i~n come from the :ide J~/1: 
\,~~6-::~~ ~~7~ r~ .. r~~-~ ~~ 

\ ~:.,~ 'f .... ..1; "'~~~J ~1'\~~...,~-- t 
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~ of Carlisle. Is there anything stining in those 
, n 

~\ --

~: 
, 

h 
I' 

' 

parts?" 

"He 1s mistaken, sir," answered Denzil 

X orman, " I ha Ye not been near Carlisle : my 

journey has been from the southward." 

"Ay ! indeed," said the stranger, and he 

proceeded mth his supper. 

" Perhaps, if you belong to this part of the 

country," said Denzil, after a short pause, "you 

~~~; can inform me, sir, "here I can find a person 

' [/ who calls himself Gideon." l , 
~ ' ) 

I 

" There might be more difficult things than 

that," said the stranger. 

" Is your own name Gideon?" demanded 

the young gentleman. 

'·Yea,·, replied the other. "You haYe ne,Ys 

for me, it seems." 

" I ha rn," replied D enzil; and he proceeded 

to repeat to him precisely the information ,vhich 

had been contained in the paper. As he did 

I 

I 

I; 

t 

' 

\ I 
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~-~\ ~ indications "·ere too slight for him to 

~ ·whether that effect ,,as pleasurable or 

\·~"fl., wise. 

jm1ge 

other-

(~/'~,. \. " ·when clicl you set out?" demanclecl the 

\ l / the stranger, after the detail ,Yils concluclecl; 
~I, 
(.~ . ancl on being informed. he replied, "~Iethinks 

~ r, 

,_& 
J f:_V; 

-~· "' 
41.l. _.J;-' 

..:, 
.r ~ 

~ 
the fairies must lrn,e gi,en you this information ,, • · ,. 

even before the events happened." '~f. 
1 

"They did," replied Denzil Xorman. "At i~ 
least I know no other source whence the intel- _}5i_,if 
ligence came.'' 'Y/ ~ 

"Indeed!" saicl the other. "You are a :it. 
good messenger to bring tidings without know- ~ c-

l <"-~ ~ 
ing whence they come. But methinks you , $-._., • 

r1 7· 
:i~"!''-5 
'{' '..,,_) 

shouhl ha,e a paper for me, young gentleman; 

have you it about you?" 
.. 

·' I ha,e," replied Denzil Xormau some-

1 
,Yhat drily, for he was not altogether plen.::;ecl M 

the tone of authority ,Yhich the other assumed. 

·· Here it is;" and he laid it down upon the 

1 ;fr:.1 table l,efore him, ·without taking the tron1,le of 

:~~ rising to deli\·er it. The other man smiled. 

f ~ . ro e from hi · seat, crossed the room, and took 
( !_ _ 1-li 

\'- /' ' -x--3t_>(!l t... . -
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'
\»-7 the paper. He then examined the cypher by ~. 

i_~·:;;t~ 
I 

I 

, I the light, ancl seemed to read it o-ver atteu- ~l 
~~ 

J 

tirnly; but his brow grew instantly dark, and 

he demanded sternlv, "Do ,ou know the con-
~ e 

tents of this paper, young mau ?" 
' \f ·' The part "·hich is written in English, I 

);\\ 
',,! J 

I 
J r:., 
~ 

do know," answered Denzil Norman. "Of \, ii 
~, 

' the rest l comprehend not one "\i·ord." ✓" 

, , I " Happy for you, you do not," &aid the ~ 

f I other; ·• happy for you that your want of reve-
1 

' 

· i\ \/ rence makes me lielieve that it is so, for ,'@ 
ft<.~;\ were it otherwise, I would hang you on the ,, !0 , 

\ .... •·.·, 1 tree Lefore the door. Nevertheless, you shall If· 1 
, ,,1· .,~r.); 

'

l be taken care of; and as you would value your 
1 .... v' \t'-' 

~ t'I life, take care how you use your tongue with ,?! 
~I ~ 
~ 1, those people in "·hose hands I place you. Ho! 1-;;,_J 

\ I 
/e> ~1, without there ! bring up a guard.'' L~ \:J. 

~

,r, -:._ I ,r L d G 1 " d . ' ,1,\\ 
'K I .. .1.es, my or enera , ans'1ere a voice ; ,., ., 

'(r(,'N\ .. , \ I ,11,~,11i,~ , aud the next moment several soldiers appeared Z f 

i,t~_I at the door. IJ),nlr 
~, As may easily be concein;d the feelings of j1r 
_ .~ Uenzil ~ orman "·ere of no Yery pleasant kind; l ~ '-9 

/ f) but there irns about th~
4
~aya]iers of that period JKJ} 

I I --- - - t , '. Ir, ~ - - - ~ -- , , t ~ \ :i_ 

{~~'/!/, r,.-.." -~~ ~~if~.J~~~ '--~ ':"r•,. '1(/ 
:, ~': _ ~/ ( ~>-~ ,Z0 • ~~; A; h •y'J1

:- ', 
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11\ ~ ,I an assumption of indifference to the evils ,It I of life which '\"\"as not of the best school of 

)\~ philosophy, but which affected e,·en those of 

Jt{ ' higher toned mind and character. " I should 

111~ remonstrate, sir," he said, "upon lleing sull-
'~ 
: ~~ jected to inconYenience for ha Ying very civilly 

1 borne you a message, the import of which I 
'. 
' did not understand, if remonstrance were likely 

to be of any avail; but having Jived long in a 

country where neither law nor reason are very 

effectual, I think it best to hold my tongue." 

'· You do witiely," replied the other clrjly; 

and then added, addressing the officer of the 

guard, " Remo Ye him." 

· · Shall ,Ye search his person, or examine 

his papers, my Lord General?" demanded the 

officer. 

·· You ·will do at your peril anything more 

than the strict letter of my commands," 



X orman. " l\Iay I ask at whose command I am f f,_ 

to be subjected to imprisonment, for amongst 

all the Lords Generals whom "\Ve have lately 

hearcl of, I am unacquainted with the name of 

General Gideon?" 

He was a famous man, too, in his da?," 

replied the other iVith a faint smile, "and a 

great general; but my name is J\Ionk." 

"Oh! -very ·well," replied Denzil, ,vith a 

mind a good deal relieved, and without farther 

comment or resistance he follo,rncl the officer 

of the guard out of the room. 

The life of Denzil Norman for some time 

was a very unpleasant one, for it ,rns a lifr of 

uncertainty and of confinement. The belief 

generally prevalent, that J\Ionk "·as fiwourable 

to the royal cause, of course, hacl its effee;t in 

relieving his mind from any serious appre­

hensions for his personal safety; but yet to be 

in the midst of scenes ·where the great game of 

,f 
"" ~ "\,' 
,, ' 

: ( ) 

I ~-

,,. 

rl 

policy ·was playing, without lmowing any of the r:~Y 
moves, an<l. "·ithout the power to take any part. - / ~ 
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uncertain of his own fate, or the of 

country and friends, ,Yas at once painful 

exciting. Rumours he could not but hear, 

movements he could not but see; but the truth 

of the one, and the causes of the 

could not in any degree divine. 

treated with general civility, and gradually had 

more liberty allowed him than at first; but still 

he ,vas obliged to consider himself as a prisoner, 

and seemed more the sport of caprice than the 

object of just precaution. At one time he was 

permitted to go out for an hour or two on 

parole; at another was strictly confined 

,,hatever place the army might be. Some­

times he fared ,rnll in his prison, sometimes 

had little more allowed him than mere bread 

n,nd water. 

From the small town ,vhere he had been 

capturet1. he was removed to Berwick, then to 

Edinlrnrgh, then to Coldstream, and then acl­

Yanced \Yith the army into England in the 

midst of a seYerc "·inter. But that ,Yhich stnu;k 

him as most unaccountable ,vas, that not the 
151 
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l/ 
slightest iuquiry was made ,Yith regard to his I ~ 

/ 
name, station, or quality; no examination took 

place of his small baggage, ,,-hich ,ms al ways 

carefu11y placed in the same room with himself; 

aud had it not been for the guard at his door, 

and the occasional changes which occurred in his 

treatment, he should ham thought that Monk 

had entirely forgotten him. At length, on a 

,,intry and inclement eyening, the army ap­

proached York, and the 11·ell-rememberecl cathe-

dral appearing in the grey light, showed 

Denzil Xorman that he "as commg near a 

city ·where he ,Yas known to many, and threw 

him into meditation in regard to the chances of 

effecting his escape liy their aid and assistance. 

I'/ 
' ,,/ 

I 

V
f ~ A little reflection, holl'"ever, inTch

1

1

1

cee

1

·de him \

1

_,

1
1)

11 

(J to refrain from attempting it. was 

something he could not help thinking Yery 

peculiar in Monk's conduct tmrn.n.b him. \)} 

Perhaps, incleecl, he ,rns influenced in this vie,y \ 

JI 
of the case by tlie treatment he hall lately 

1
, 

\ 
'' I his fare and his qumters had been yery ~u- . ~ 

~<~<,,-a, IM- -
> 
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perior to those which he had met with Lefore. 

However that might be, he was inclined to 

imagine that the general was not so harshly 

disposed towards him as his demeannor at first 

might haYe inclw·ecl him to believe ; and in the 

encl he asked himself, " I wonder what effect 

perfect frankness will have upon this man?" 

The opportunity of trying was soon afforded 

to him, for as he "·as riding ,vith a trooper by 

his side, :Monk himself passed by on horseLack, 

gave him what seemed to be a ca<sual glance, 

and rode on to the head of the army. In 

about ten minutes, howeYer, a young officer 

appeared, and informed the prisoner that he 

\VOuld be permit.ted to choose his own lodging 

in the to"·n, upon the condition that he pre-

ented himself eYery morning nt the general ·s 

11uarters. 

" G·ive my hnmLle duty to the Lord 

(~eneral," replied Denzil, '' ancl tell him tha.t, 

for p:u-tic:ular reasons, I cannot ,wail myself of 

his permission till I have spoken ·with him for \ 

--~~ 
>. ~")1: 

a moment." 

~/(({ , 



l\Ionk was soon overtaken, however, for he 

had stopped to converse with some of his 

the meaning of this? Is your money expended~" 

.. X ot so, sir," answered Denzil; '· but you 

cautioned me to be careful of what I said and 

did, making me imagine that you would rather 

I should have no communication, public or 

private, with any of my friends. I have no,v to 

tell you that I have more than one acquaintance 

in York and its neigbbomhood, with "·hom I 

shall most likely be brought into communication 

if I am at liberty in the city., . 

.::.\Ionk mused, " It " ·ere ·well to avoid it, " 

he said at last . " -who do you kno·w at York :1 " 
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, ( ~ " and seYeral others m the to·wn. > 
1 ?) '· I ,Yill consider," answered l\Ionk. "Retire ) 
K\' I. I 
( _ 7 for the present:" and without another word he 

J t!\ 

it 

~ 
~i 

rode on, 1eaYing his prisoner in custody of the 

trooper. That night he ·was lodged at the 

quarters of the General, and remained two dayo 

a dose pri~oner. He wa.s sitting at an early 

hour on the third morning, feeling some mor­

tification at the result of his frankness-for 

though. according to the old cop)·-line, '· ,irtue 

is its 0"\"\1.1 re,rnnl." yet we are 'elclom inclined 

to he :-;atisfied with that sort of recompense­

when the door opened, and, with hio slow step 

and ::;edate carriage, ::.\Ionk himself entered the 

room and sat cl0\n1. 

"You are disercet, yoimg gentleman," he 

;:;aitl. ·' and honest-rare qualities in the world. 

I can tru ·t :on, ,vhid1 is ,vhat I can say to few 
nien.'' 

He paused for a moment or two, and Denzil 

a-.ked himself what this preamble was to lead 

to. The stop "·a ··o long, however, that he 
155 ~--
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come to the conclusion that Monk 

had delivered himself of all be had to say, when 

that officer resumed, " Under these circum-

t. • stances, and upon the assurance of Lord Fairfax. .. 

I have resolYed to give you all personal freedom, 

not\\'ithstanding your boldness in bringing me 

letters containing matter little short of high 

treason." 

"I ,rns perfectly ignorant of the contents, .. 

repliecl Denzil, "not being learned in Arabic. 

or whatever tongue they 11ere ,uitten in." 

"You knew "-bo sent them, at all eYents,'' 

replied General l\lonk; "and that was sufficient .. , 

"~ot so," answered Denzil Xorrnan; " I 

was as ignorant of one as the other." 

"Strange enough!" repJied l\Ionk. "But 

to the point. I "ill girn you, as I ha;-e said, all 

reasonable freedom upon conditions, which are. 

first, that you accompany me soberly and 

quietly to London, presenting yourself at m;v 

quarters every morning ; secondly, that you 

mention to no one who or ,vhat you are; and 

thirdly, that you make no attempt ,vhatsoe,·er 
156 
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in favonr of persons "·ho may Le your friend:; 

" ·i th out commlmjcati11 g wjtl1 me." 

Denzil mn.rkerl. with Yer,1 strong emotions 

the last phrase in ?iionk's address. In difficult 

times, and. circumstances most perilous to 

himself, he had learned. from very small indica­

tions to guess at, if not divine, men's feelings 

and. intentions; and. with a h eart greatly relieved, 

he replied, " I accept all the terms. my Lord 

General, and you shall fiucl that I adhere to 

them punctuall.v. Perhaps, "·hen you find that 

I do so, you may grant me permission to 

alisent myself for a short time, as I am anxious, 

on many personal accounts, to visit once more 

the place from which I brought those letters 

You have mentioned." 

" AH in good tjmc, a.11 in good time," 

ans"·crecl ::\Ionk; "l1ut now, remember, should 

~·ou have occasion to speak with me, or any 

information to gise, affecting the good of the 

state, say it not rashly, even should I seem alone: 

for there lie men full of doubts and jralousies, 

:\'ho have not even scrnpletl. in this very town 
15i 
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,I' .·r1 
of York, to liore a hole tbrough m, clmmlier- Y 

l. \ door in ord er to gain a hearing of my prirnte '', 

~ j,j t· I l ·11 t l t 'J conversn 10n. . ,rnrn one "· 10 w1 a rn a ~ j 
t ,varning, I think ; and I ,,ill beg .1ou to re- • f 
+' ~ ~ t' e I 

) 

member, young man, that there is a certain ."·(-:~ 

name "·hich it is an offence to mention in the ~ 

ears of many people in this land with wbom I 

am at present compelled to deal, ancl therefore 

it must never be uttered between you and me." 

"l\Jay I know, Lord General," said Denzil. 

"how I am to contrirn to obtain pri,·ate 

audience of you, should it be needful?"' 

"J\lerely say, when you come to me," replied 

l\Ionk, "that it is your wish to speak with me 

in private, and I will find the means. Be 

ready at my call, however, ,vhenever I may 

l •• ) 
\; ·:11 

"\_ ) I 

f . -.,:• 

. 

:1 
~ q 

"­
I 

/. .. 
want you;" and thus saying, he left the [:: 

room. 

The thoughts of Denzil X onuan, "·hen 

::.\Ionk "·as gone, were of Alice Brownlow, and 

they were sweet 

~~ 
~o ,l 

~~l ., 
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EPOCH THE THIRD. 

CHAPTER IX. 
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IT "·a.s a brio-ht mornino· in the .~ -½I''J 

C C 4· -•" 

':;••, =s:i I 

y ~ month of l\Iay lGGO, aucl the light ~"'-.i-, 

and shade \Yere skipping over the fair village of 
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, /~-~~,J~·:' Landleigh, bringing out a thousand different =· 
1 

( ·1;., 
j 

beauties in their passa
0
ae, when the sounds of 1 ~ 

1 [:.r:•• drum and trumpet were heard upon the castle ,1.:~ ( J green, and a small body of horse rode in and l•: r 
t. -~ formed in line nearly opposite to the great gates, \! 4 
,~ °' The smallest e-rnnt has its rumour, and it is K 
l ~ \r=~A '·.· therefore no ,rnnder that a full hour at least be- .... . . 

~,. 
~ 

I~ 

f
\. .. . 

•, 

~✓-,. \. 

/-~ 
I l ,J 

I 

fore the entrance of the soldiers, the tidings of 

their approach had reached Landleigh. Tlms­

although those "TT"ere times of doubt and suspi­

cion, and the sober citizens and peasantry, eYen 

when fanatically inclined themselYes, looked 

upon the military hypocrites of the day with much 

a"e and trepidation-a number of the inhabi­

tants of Larnlleigh, amongst ·whom ,ms 1rnmy a 

stout young peasant and buxom country girl. "·ere 

assembled on the castle green to see the arri, al of 

the soldiers. The officer at the head of the troop 

was no very frrrnmable specimen of the class to 

which he belonged, either internally or exter-

nally. Though not absolutely ugly, bis counte­

,. 

nance "TT"as anything but prepossessing ; though . :~, ,.,,1 
tall, and in realitv strona, there \Y::ts a sham- , \ /; J O • , '1' 

16:! ------~-. ··~rf , 
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,, ir~\,, hlin;: m:ainly look about his limbs which -~aye 1t~ 
~\ one :o g;eat idea of his corporeal vigour. His ·it/: 
'r' r character was one not unfrequently met with \'l~ 
I { ~-~ in every age, but which was peculiarly developed It\.•:•),". 
\ •: by the times of which I speak. Excitable, 
.. ~:L_•:,4 
·,.. \. sensual, and worldly, he had cunning enough r.""""' 
l ~: to discover that his passions could be best ( :;4 I 

I~

•~'. ..•;,••"• I :I ; ·\ ser-ved, and his interests advanced by an _ 

; fl assumption of zeal for the predominant tenets •i•-3;~; 
,. \ I . ~ , 
: ";J of the day. He had pursued this com~e ®/i);,] 

~,:: { cunningly for many years, and there are few ·\::~j .. 
J minds so incapable of enthusiasm as not to ri•: "{ 

\~v obtain by long habit a tincture of the views they ·,· .$ 
r.· ~\~· affect. As a man is sometimes deceived by his • ; .... ;~~ 

_I\ own lies, so are men frequently cheated by their ,f~~: 
(.l",, own rogueries, and Colonel Okey doubtless .~\. ( i 

:~~ belie-vecl himself a fanatic in religion, and a 't_}( 
.:·1 §~ 

1,• · republican in policy. ,., •1: .. \.~ 

1 
;, •• But a truce to description. \Ve ha,·e to do (:•~\; 

(. 
\Yith a few of the man's actions, the springs of - ... 

11 
• l' h ~ ~Iv j rl\ w llC will be easily understood by those who have {'~-~i 

,, ~ , 
1 

at all studied the history of man. After marshal- 11,:'~ :i 
1 

\ ' ,J ing his troopers and glancing his eyes rouml the '~f':11/l~ 
J l(iJ .\:j,~•,. 

•' I 'fi 
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THE LAST 

villagers with a look which, "·hen it rested upon 

the female part of the assembly, betokened no 

very unearlhly feelings, he harangued his men 

with the common-place cant of the ,vilder and 

more enthusiastic sectaries, "ho then struggled 

to retain that pon-er and predominall(;e n·hich 

the,Y had for many years enjoyed and misnse'1 

in the land, ,nesting texts of Scripture from 

their original meaning, and appl;ing them in 

the most forced and extraordinary manner to 

the e,,ents of the times. ""\Yith all the rest he 

mingled a confusion of commanrb and directions, 

whid1 none Lut those accustomed to suc:h 

strange oratory could at all comprehend, anll 

f 

(,,.1 

from ·which the Yillagers, habitnated to the 

homely, but intellio·ible pread1in,r of l\Ir. '« .;,, o _ o r, ~ 
Gideon Samson, could only makr> out that ,; 

n-eneral Lam hert was in arms for the repose 

and domination of the saints, and that the 

c;olcliers were exhortccl to denounce eYery one. 

wherever they might meet with him, "·ho could 

e, en he su -pectecl of favouring the malig111mt 

~ j . proteetliug:; uf I',tpi~ts, Prelatists, and P re::;l,y-':1! " 164 
@\ ~ ~ .)'•r; 7( / 
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1
1 te1fans. He ended by a call upon the inhabitants ,~ 

\. ~/ll of the place, under the most fearful denuncia- l,ff~~ I 
Qr' <' 

1 
tio ns of wrath, lo gi ye up without delay all I / { _ 

~ V ~I persons ,yho might harbour or conceal themseln':; .,..- > c{~~ in the village from the wrath of God and man; and tJ: % 
then, dismissing his troopers to their quarters, ;~ 

-l he rode slowly into the village himself, followed j ~") 
l \ by .one or two of his officers, after haYing com- f?d 

,, nrnncled a muster of the troor) at the same ~ (' ; I ~~. • -i 

(i 

<; I 

I 

place, and at the hour of five in the evening. He 

took his way straight down the high road, going 

at a c;1ow pace, and examining the different 

houses as he went 'IYith the eye of one seeking 

a comfortaLle lodging; but it woulcl seem that 

he had previously rereiYecl some information 

concerning the characters arnl opinions of the 

inhabitants, for he at length fix.eel upon a house, 

by no means the best in the place, but one 

inhabited by a man after his own heart,-the 

grocer, or, as ,Ye should call him, the chandler of 

the village. l\Ir. Cul pepper's notions of predesti-
lr, '1 

nation, saintly freedom, sufficiency of grace, and 
';( other dogmas were he1tl in hiah detestation Lv 
i J 2 IG .i o . 

' ( 
,. 
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~Ir. Gideon Samson, whose O\\T1 doctrines were 

nniformily pronounced cold, comfortless, arnl 

carnal by the more enthusiastic grocer. After 

feeding liberally, and drinking somewhat deep, 

considering the early hour in the morning, 

Colonel Okey held a long pri-rnte conference 

with his ,rnrthy host, at the end of which, he 

walked out into the village, and Yisited several 

of the houses and cottages, amongst which ,rns 

that of Roger Bro,Ynlow, where he remained 

for some time in private conference "ith the 

ci-clei:ant sexton. It might seem, imleeJ., that 

the subject-matter of their conversation ,rns of 

110 great moment, for when they issueJ. forth 

from the room formerly tenanted by Denzil 

~~ 
\ 

1 Xormau, John Brownlow, who was below, heard 

~~ 
~~ 
' .. 

"·ith consternation his ""orthy father assming 

Colonel Okey that he had been "be-witched by 

the old hag," under ,,hich denomination the 

young man naturally concluded was meant poor 

old ::'lfart1rn Unwin. 

·' "'\Yell, ?tfaster Brownlow," said the Colonel, 

'· I will visit and interrogate her this Yery day. 
166 
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and on my return will proceed, in her case 

and all others, to put clown the kingdom of 

Satan, and establish the reign of the Saints 

upon earth." 

i, Thus saying, the worthy Colonel quitted 

the cottage, and a somewhat sharp dispute 

took place between father and son in regard to 

the reputation of Dame Umnn. But the 

Colonel ·s last words implied a hint not lost to 

the ears of John Bro"·nlow, who, as soon as the 

angry discussion was over with his father, 

hurried a"·ay to the cottage of the poor old 

woman, to warn her of the officer's friendly 

inteutions to,,ards her. As he approached the 

houSG. he thought he heard the Yoice of his 

fa.ir Jane raised in higher and less gentle tones 

than u-::;ual ; and, lifting the latch, he pushed 

the door sharply open. It struck ,nth a violent 

clatter upon the steel back-piece of Colonel 

OkeY. who was holdina both Jane's hands 
• 0 

tight in his own, and addressing "·onls to her 

pure car which made the blood boil in the 

Yeins of her loYer. The hypocrite let go hi::, 
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·, hol<l. and started back; and, placing him- J t::::.; . ./ 
self by Jane "Gn"in's side, John Brownlow ~

1 

stood gazing in the officer's face, strongly , ~ , 1 
tempted to knock him clown on the spot, yet ff 
dreading the consequences to all whom he 1~ J 

" ) ~ 
loved. ,)_ jjf. 

"\Vith a s-waggenng and supercilious air, 

often assumed to cover confusion, Colonel Okey 

turned to the door and quitted the cottage 

without saying a word; and in an hour or so 

after, he was once more pouring forth the rabid 

strain of hypocrisy and cant, with which he 

was wont to delight the ears of his fanatical 

soldiers. 
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pl\ { the people of Landleigh for resisting, in case of i ~ 'i 

~ need, the aggressions of the insolent soldiery. /k . . 
Presbyterians and Churchman for once united , r , 

Q. ~.:r . 
I • ' , . 
..,, ~/' 

,-..J 
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• I 
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together to make common cause against those 

who were enemies of both, and, with the excep­

tion of Mr. Culpepper and a few of his particular 

associates, all the inhabitants of the place pre­

pared themselves, determined to resist to the 

last. But, alas! professions of resistance in 

peaceable men are not much to be depended 

on ; and when, two nights after, a corporal·~ 

guard entered the village, bringing intelligence 

that the Colonel and his men would lie there 

early on the following morning, the scene of 

consternation that ensued amongst those who 

had been so bold but a few hours before was 

both ludicrous and lamentable. Rumours crept 

amongst them, whether spread by the soldiery 

,n· not I cannot tell, that the Lord General 

) Lambert ,Yas in the immediate neighbourhood 

~ .:,~... with n. large force; that he had defeated the 

I 

1 
/ \: troops of the uew Parliament, and proclaimed 

/Pv, ~1 

/I y ta pure an<l. perfect Repnb1ic, the "·hole affairs !W...~ 

I , 169 .-.._,_ ... -..- fr "'- • 
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/ ~,, of which were to be carried on by a committee I~.~'~\~· 
i:11;:~' of t\rnlrn saints. The people of Lanclleigh, it ~i 
./~\ woulll appear, were in a very ungodly state, for · ~it they seemed to dread nothing so much as this iJr, 

,.

~•-,~

1

(

1
,~

1

1 saintly domination. Some were actually pre- J; 
,_ paring to nm R~vay, but a more hint from a /t(--. ·~ ~ '"°\/, single soltlier was quite sufficient to make the ~)j 
"'--=\ most forward of them skulk back to their r ,, 

hou:,e.:,; and early the next morning. the re- '" 
port spread through the ,-i!lage that both .,. 

~::d b~::to:~::~~::::~~n~::e:i~::: ~:::::; ~II:~' 
,rnrrant. ( IJ 

By the grey daylight John Brownlow wa::; ~;5 
·'/!; at the door of good Dame l:1rn·in's cottage, and ~ 

he vms not kept long ,Yaiting ere 1t "as opened ~.~ 
Ir~ for him. A hurried consultation ensued as to ~ ~ 

what was best to l,e done, and at length it was ,~Jr~ 
determined that J anc and the good dame Tl l 

.
&,,ib·i .'ll! ;,;hould take refuge in a part of the ruins of the ,1, Ii 

~I;} castle. where John Brownlow a sured them t 

11
~.-\ that they might lie concealed till the soldiert- 1·},~ 

c ,r'\I l l I ·11 ~ J 
\ \ / < epartcc . _ - ~- _ ''"1 ~f ~10 to ~·:t~ ~: - ~unset. ~Ji 

," '"°7 :-~-/H~~~/ \ -;- f p 
......, - ) •. ~~ .... ~ CT ~ . 
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} dear Jane," he said, " ancl bring you provisions, 

\'l~ ancl all that I can think of to make you comfort-

11li :
1

r~ .. lef;l able... ~, 

,~, ,Tane seemed to entertain no apprehensions; ]\ 

'J ~ but the old lady-all v-·itch as she was-enter- i,~\ 
?~( tainetl a great dread of the fairy, and it ,vas not i,f { 
r-'{j without much persuasion that she was induced ~ 

J to go forth with her granclda,ughter to make 

ahocle near the spirit's well. Their little jour-

ney ,Yas not ,.-ithout trepidation, for Jane fancied 

she saw a soldier in e,ery bush they passed in 

the lane leading to the castle green; ancl, by 

the time they reached the encl of it, all three 

became conooced that they heard steps follow­

mg Quickening theiJ.· pace to a run, ho,,­

eYer, they passed the open space in safety, 

darted through the olLl portal, and 11·ere led 

Ly John Brownlow up a iuuTo,.- and tottering 

stair to a small chamber in one of the gate 

to11·ers. 
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't ~ so as to make it seem more difficult than it is c~\ to get up. Don't be frightened, good Dame 
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Martha, for the fairy is a kind fairy, and one 

soldier is worse than any that ever danced 

upon the green." 

The good lady, however, made him repeat 

over and over again his promise to rejoin them 

at sunset, and to sit up with them till the cock 

crowed at dawn. 

Du ring the morning there was a parade of the , 

troops on the castle green, and an examination of , 

Mr. Gideon Samson and Doctor Aldover before 

Colonel Okey; and there had been a search for 

old Dame Unwin and Jane, and a proclamation 

with sound of trumpet against sundry malignant 

enemies of the state and commonweal ch of 

England, amongst whom the principal person 

was Charles Brook, Lord Eustace, reported to 

be harbouring in or near tbe village of Landleigh. 

But the parade of the troops passed o,·er, and 

the soldiers returnecl to their quarters. X othing . ,.. 
was extracted from Mr. Gideon Samson but , · 

fiery abuse of anabaptists and fanatics and fifth-
" 

-~ ~- _:ih ~ '~ 
, ~ ""11,._ 
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monarchy men, nor from Doctor Aldover but 

meekness and submission. Dame Un win and 

her granddaughter were not found ; and at the 

name of Lord Eustace, the villagers shook their 

heads, and murmured that it would be long ere 

his enemies found that good, kind lord, for he 

had died at Worcester fight. The day, in short, 

went by with less results of any kind than had 

been expected ; and all seemed quiet in the 

village when the sun touched the edge of the 

horizon. 

At that momeut John Brownlow was stand­

ing under the arch of the castle gateway, loaded 

with many things to make the two poor fugitives 

a.s comfortable as might be ; and after taking a 

1 

l:autious look round, he entered the tower on 

\ I the left, ancl began ascending the dilapidated 

·_ t stairs. 

Hardly had he disappeared, when, silently 

and quietly, four men came forth from a part of 

the ruin on the right of the gate, showing the 

I faces of Colonel Okey himself and three of his ~\ r~-: soldiers; and the commauder whispered, "After 1 

_ --... ---=---:-;::,,-.,. ...... 173 '-::~_., '.,... 
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him. quick and noiselessly. You will find them 

all together if ~-ou go quietly.'' 

The soldiers hurried on, and ·were lo t to 

sight under the lo"' arched door of the .;;tairs, 

while Colonel Okey himself remained under the 

gateway. In less than a minute he caught 

the sound of loud Yoices speaking aLorn, 

and an unpleasant smile came upon his face. 

Then descending steps ·were heard through 

the loop-holes, and in a few moments more 

poor John Bro-wnlow, ,;rith olcl D,1.me Urnvin 

and Jane, appeared under the guard of the 

soldiers. 

'' Here, bring them here~" exclaimed the 

officer, taking a few steps into the great court. 

"Let me look at their faces. Here ·s a pretty 

one at least;" and he put his hand under Jane 

It "'i'i"as more than J cl 

\/1 I 

11 

bear, and he ·was starting fonrnrcl with his fist ' 

clenched. ·when a voice exclaimed, '· Forbear~" 

in a tone sv,eet and musical, but loud antl 

penetrating; and all eyes turned to"wanls the 
-- ---- ~ 17-1 _ 



' 

( 

\ 

I 
I 

TUE FA.TRIES. 

spot ,vhence the souucl seemecl to proceeJ. 

There. standing as before, on the other side of 

the well, ar11eared the same beautiful figure, 

clothecl in white, ,vith the sort of lustrous light 

upon her face ancl garments, ,vhich Denzil 

::X orman hacl seen ,vhen first he visited Lancl-

leigh . 
.. Forbear!" repeated the figure. "Bacl man, 

!,~' 
\~! 

forbear!" 

Emry one "·as silent for an instant; but 

then, ,,ith an exclamation strangely mingling 

blasphemy ,vith fanaticism, Colonel Okey darted 

fonvanl to\\"ards the ·well. 

~

I 
' I 

! I, 

'· It is the fairy ! It is the fairy ! '' cried Jane 

-C1min. 

"\Vere it Beelzeliub, I ,voulJ bring him 

into cn]_)tiYity," saicl Colonel Okey; but the 

fairy receded before him, and ere he could run 

roullll the ,Yell she had reached the same gloomy , 

arcll\\'ay through ,vhich she ha.cl disappeared ' 

when followed liy Denzil ~orman. 

" Keep them fast till I return," shouted 

fi 
I 

the officer, turning hi· head to speak to the 

~~a· "' -..-.-== ~ ~ ~ 
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~ I J,, soldiers, and the next instant disappearing in I/ r 

} } the gloom. it I! 
(~ "Verih he is rash to trust himself with 5J' r 

~~S J' k-./f 
1 spiritual enemies," said one of the soldiers, r\ ~ J/.

1

J gazing at the wails and to11"ers opposite. "May- Ii . 
PA'\ hap she will lure him to some perilous place, I _ 

01', ! 
His v,ords seemed to be Yerilied the moment 

they were spoken; for hardly were they uttered · 1f?' 
1 'j when, in the clear evening t\\'ilight, the beauti- : 

1111 

t· fol figure. in its floating white garments, was ', 
·/\!);. I!, 'I-
~ seen walking ·with a step of light along the very [ 

~~j edge of the crumbling battlements, where the 

i • )-i loose stones seemed hardly fitted to support the 
--re ,0 

' ~ ,J4., .l 

very softest tread. The next instant the head 

of Colonel Okey protruded from a sma11 door-way 

in a to-wer, looking upon that part of the curtain 

along \\'hich her course lay. The ngure paused 

as if poised in air; and a clear short laugh 

was heard, followed by the -words, "Come ~~,'~ 
_ , 11 on. come on ! ., and instantly Colonel Okey 

( ~e,I sprang for\\'ard, seYeral of the sto11es giYing ,my 

;fl· under his feet, and rolling into the court belo,v. 
• I ] 76 
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At the same time the figure he was pursuing ~ lF 
resumed its rapid course towards a round tower, ' '7 r 
in the western ·wall of which were still to be ~J f [ r 

r0'" seen the fragments of a stone stair-case, that 

formerly led up to the higher apartments of the 

keep. She reached the foot of the tower, and I\~ 
then began to ascend by the broken steps, which t 

were only supported. on one side by the old wall Ir,\. ~rf. 
into which they were built. 1

1 

lo l 
"Forbeal', Colonel, forbear!" shouted one \1 

of the soldiers. " Do not sacrifice the life of 

one of the saints in pursuit of a shadow." 

But the officer hurried recklessly on, and 

then began to mount with a slower step, when 

sucldenly a black arm ·was thrust through one of 

the loop-ho1es, and at a single blow hurled the 

fanatic do,,n into the court below ; ·while at the 

same moment the female figure disappeared, 

Yll.nishing apparently into the body of the tower . 

.. I knew it. I knew it," cried one of the 

:soldiers. '' It was ·written in the Book that he 

should be so slain, even by the po,rnrs of 

and at the 
Iii 

same moment he 
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unceremoniously clnming their sv,orcls, they 

commanded the un-willing captives to march on 

before them to the spot '\\here their unsanctifiecl 

commander lay. To the surprise of all, h°'Y­

ever, on approachiug, they found Colonel Okey 

encleaYouring to raise himself upon his arm. 

His escape might indeed have been considered 

miraculous, in a foll from such a height, had it 

not been that some thick and tangled. bramLle­

bnshes had gathered round the foot of the tower, 

arnlhacl receirncl him, on his descent from aboYe, 

in a soft, though somewhat thorny, Led. Sornly 

bruised, indeed, be was, and stunned, and con­

fused ,vith the fall ; but the eYil spirit ,rns by 

no means driYen out of him, and his first ex­

clamation was au order to look ,rnll to the pri-
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saintly resignation. Indeed, the expressions 

that he used were neither more nor less than 

imprecations in another form, and probably 

comforted. him as much as a Yo1ley of oaths 

,rnulcl haYe solaced an habitual swearer. 

these complaints oYer his bruised body, he 

mingled orders for remoYing the three prisoners 

to the house ·where he had taken up his abode, 

and guarding them strictly till he should be well 

enough to deal w·ith them as he might think fit. 

This clone. he limped away, grumbling every 

step he took; and was fain to call for the assist­

ance of Doctor AlcloYer to soothe his hurts as 

uest he might. 

1;9 
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I~~ 1:r14, S h . £ . 1 f d I, ,J11 J; I URELY t ere 1s no a1th to >e oun on earth. r 
1

/ \:1~·:. 1',1_:)), :i, '\Ve trust not, we hope not, as we should trust r 

~ / and hope were we really an<l. thoroughly con- · /i 

i(j', vinced that there is an over-rnli11g Providence, \~/i r\ 
( /)' \ a just J udae, a future state. \Ve look to this : ;

1

(\ \ 

~il_:~.Afi_l world alo,:e. If we trust, it is in our own 'i/~_l\l! 
~ 11/J strength; if we calculate, it is upon \YOrlclly fr\~ ~011 chances; if we despair, it is because this life is /~) j 

1
..,fj our all. '//, ,, 1.~ 
: ... 4 The heart of John Brownlo,v Lurnecl within 1.!J) 
r::1-1 
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him as he sat during the liYelong night in a 

small garret-room, ,vith a soldier at the door, 

separated from his companions, and eYery mo­

ment fancying her he loved e\:.posecl to insult, 

and perhaps to injury, from a brutal and licen­

tious hypocrite. It ·was in vain that he tried 

to console himself; it was in Yain that he looked 
I 

around for help or hope. He trusted not, he 1 

thou!.!hL not of trusting where trust onlY ic; sure; \, 
'-' ~·aw • !I1 
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and he passed the ,,-hole hours of darkness in 

the fever fits of cold despair and fiery indigna-

tion. He saw the day break. at length ·without 

haYing closed an eye ; and the soft light of the 

early morning -was perhaps more painful to him 

thau the shadows of the night. He heard 

people moving about, he heard voices speaking. 

he thought he could distinguish the tones of his 

clear Jane; and he ,-roulcl have gi,-en a11 that he 

possessed on earth for some intelligence of her 

,, .. fate. For many hours, ho,,-ernr, he ,ni.s kept 

in the bitterness of suspense. No one came 

near him, no one spoke to him, except ,,-heu 

once be tried to open the door, and the Yoice of 

the sentinel ,Yithout bade him keep quiet nncler 

the threat of the strapado. 

At length the door was thro,Yn back. and he 

,rns hurried ,Yith a good deal of nule brutality into 

a large room-a ::;ort of hall, indeed. it might l,e 

called. ,vhich had 1ieen built by ·worthy l\Ir. Cul-

:~ pepper as a place of meeting for himse1f arnl his ..... ~~. l, 

i[ A ,. ~ fellow-fanatics. A table ,ms stretched aero::-:-; the l 
, r .1 upper encl of the room, beyond whieh ,ms p1acecl i; 

; , 
1
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an arm-chair. A soldie1\ ,vith an ink-horn and ~ 
J , s.ome paper. sat at one end of the table ; and ~th~ ( , ( t 

£ ' \ 1 Colonel Okey himself, ,vith his head bound --
V \'I 

. , \~\I up and his arm in a sling. ,va-- seated i11 t;?Jt 
r, ~ the chair of state. At a little distance from ~ ' 

u the table stood olcl Martha r1min and her ~~-
~ <langhter, both as pale as death. SeYeral of 1 

~~ _\ the villagers, more especially of the Culpepper '1;1 
-R_ faction, ·were between them and the door ; 

1

\,:nf;),'l--. 

n.ntl liehincl all "·ere a numlier of troopers. _ 

mostly ,rith grave faces and arms folded on thP L 1 

l~

:z_:v);.} 
brea~t. r 

~::'" The room. indeed, had somewhat tlw aspect 
11 

1 u \) of a court of justice; and olcl Roger Brownlow. L 
;- : wbo -.tood hefore the table speaking, seeme,l , ~

1

''1 

(0, JJ ,-:,I al'ting the part of a ·witness. The sight of bis ,(~~1 

t ~7 father in such a capaC'it:v ,,ns 110 grc>at C'onsola-

tion to the young prisoner; nor were the first 

word-; he he:ml at all cakulatecl to relieYe hi-, 

anxiety. 

';~ 

f{~ 
r~ 

Ukey, as ,John entered. apparently aclclressi11g k\ , ,. .. 
' 

·· That 1s 11uite suilicicnt... said Colo1Je1 

his fo.ther. .. he shall have a fu11 trial by ,rntcr. ,...)

0
.r l 

ltj~ __j .,_ . 

Sir\. !#3~ i~~ C: '._ct,(< f) ;, : 
c A_r-~, ~ ~ ~✓-: J --
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~ Take her away, Hezekiah Strong-i'-the arm, and A-fR 
worthy Good-fight-the-fight-of-faith Perkins. ~'I 

,- Conduct her quietly to the river side at the '(, .,-J 
1v\ 

J,-;~ 
, . 1'...J' 

, I 

<leepest part, and cast her iu, taking care that she 

reach not the land on the same side, but that if 

the fiend help her, she pass clearly ornr. If she 

succeed in doing so, we "·ill give her over to the 

iire; for no ,Yitch must be suffered to dwell in 

our Israel." 

The old "·oman uttered not a word; for, to 

say the truth, her senses ·were quite benum1Je<l 

hy terror at the prospect of a fate-to the dis­

grace of the land be it spoken-not at a11 

uncommon in England at that period. Jane. 

however. cast herself upou her knees before the 

brntal tyrant who thrc<1tcned her aged relation 

,Yith the clreaclful alternatiYe of perishing l,~, 

,mter or by fire. and poured forth " ·iltl eutren­

ties for mere::'·, mingled "·ith appeals to the vil­

lagers present to giYe some testimony of the 

acts of kindness and Christian charity ·whieh 

harl ·o often lieeu performed by her, now so 

brutally co111le11mec1. 
K~ 
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and then beckoned to her to come round to the 

same side on v;·hid1 he v;-as sitting; but at that 

moment .Jolm Brownlow·s indignation mastered. 

all prudence, and starting forward through the 

crowcl. he caught Jane·s arm, ex.claiming. "Go. 

not near him. Jane. He is a Lase, le·\Yll 

hypocrite. and you know it. Go uot near 

him. m:· lo\·e. 

thre:1tenecl. ·· 

He dare uot <l.o ,-rhat he has 

·· Ha, ha! young viper·s spawn'.'. exclaimetl 

( )ke,r. ·· Dare not'? Do you thiuk tlHtt ,re ham 

ginleil up our Joins and. ritl<l.en forth \Yith our 

s,rnrcb upon our thigh for nothing·_> Yon ::.hall 

soon learn ,vhat the saints of the Lord tLtre 

,rhen the spirit rnoYes them. HaYe You not ., 

ai1lecl to harhour arnl conceal that malignant 

traitor Charles Brooke. called of men Lord 

Eustace ·.> Harn you not comforted him arnl 

aLettecl hi1n after proclamation made. and co11-

trary to the laws of this lnncl of Engbncl ·_> 

Il,lYe you not receiYed r ents for him. a111l offer-
" · ings from dark-minded and pen-erse men, whn 
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~ ~ _;p; ·were once his tenants, but ·who no,v mm nothing J 
, 1 ti• " 
· •'-' to any one but the Commomrnalth of England. 

\ ~ and those to ,vhom it shall girn a portion in the X . 
"' nun-rmv and fatness of the land ? Dare not to 
~ 

~~~-
~ ~ 
f~ 
z~ 
~{~ 

cleny it, for thine own father is a ·witness agc1.inst 

thee, and against himself also. if ,rn chose to 

he extreme with him; but, considering that he 

has given us a kno,vledge of these things, and 

ho\\· \Ye may bring the most guilty to justice, we 

will spare the old adder, seeing that the poison 

is s11ucezecl out of its faugs ; but ,rn ,vill tread 

upou the head of the young aclcler, lest it bite 

~ ~ the heel of the saints. In less than one hour . '' 

} 
shall the malignant Charles Drooke uecome the 

<.:,lpti,·e of our bow and spear; for we have sur-

rounded his hiding-place ,Yith godly men, Jvho 

"·ill take care not to let him forth. In the 

meantime, ho,rnYer, ,rn will smite his comforters 

and adherents hip and thigh ; and thou, and the 

prelatic malignant ~·\Idover, who consorted ,·,·ith 

thee in th~- evil deeds, shall die ,Yitliin ten 

miuutes from this time, even upon the gree.u 

Lefore the castle gates. Here. Obadiah .lason. 
I S.3 
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\.; /{, _1; , take the young man a·way, and briug the old man 

out of the prison ·where thou hast imprisoned 

him; and see that they be both shot to death upon 

the green ·within ten minutes, for which thou 

shalt have our warrant, according to the powers 

granted us by our commission under the seal 

of the Committee of Safety.--What is it, 

.Joshua Scroggs, thou man of -rnlonr? 1tYhat 

causes that tumult at the door, and who is it 

thou halest along so sturdily'?" 

·· Verily he is a captirn whom 

taken, worthy Colonel," replied tbe corporal, 

to whom he addressed himself, speaki11g in a 

my men to relieve the guard at the gates of thr 

cast~e, and I hurried my steps ,vhen I ,rns upon 

the green, for methought I heard the voices of 

many persons speaking loud and tumultuou::ily 
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· ehold his love-locks and his Loots of Frenc 

calf-skin, and his sword-knot of blue and white, 

and his G-d-d-mme hat, with a band of 

ostrich feather !-and, meditating with myself, 

I said, · "\Voe be to the land ·when such things 

walk abroa<l in open clay,' and therewith I ap­

prehended him, and brought him hither. Stand 

forth, thou man of Belial, and give an account 

of thyself." And he pulled roughly the arm of 

a nrn.n, the principal part of whose face and 

figure was concealed by the crnwd which filled 

the lower part of the room. 

"I will stand forth, if you will make way," 

replied a voice; "for, to teH you the truth, my 

good friend, you haYe only Lrought me where I 

\ 
I 
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_, 
,John Browu1o,r, "·ith his fingers clasping tighter ;; 

upon those of Jane, i\·hose hand he held, nncl, 

unlike the generality of men, really fePJing dis­

tressed to see a ne"· comp:111io11 clestinctl to 

share in his misfortunes. 

JJnt Deuzil ~ T orman, "·ithont noticincr v 

him. replied to Colonel Okey. " I lmmY well 

in whose presence I stand ; hut, ueyerthe­

less, 1 shall keep 111,,· hat upon my he,lll, as 

I hare no reYereuc:e for auy 011c I see Lefore 

me. Yon asked my name, sir. It is Denzil 

~ornum." 

" lla ! ha! hast thon fonll<l me, mine ene­

my?" said Oke:- _; "lmt now shalt thou know 

what it i::; to 1,e in the hands of tho ·e \Yho ·will 

110t spare. Art thou, 1 ask thee, that Denzil 

Xorman, Lord Blount, who s1mv my nephe,r, 
188 



'... >--.!:": r '"' ~ •~ , V > - _// ~ - ~ V ~ ~ ... ' ".....r-- - ~ '--.::::-:. ' 
- THE FAIRIES. '~,, --1-r,==c.='--'""~-

\1'1 
IA\)I 

?~ 
f.'-. 

,f( 

my sister's sou, ,--i;-hen thou ·wert but a boy a 
"\Vorcester ? " 

m," replied the young cavalier, without 

the slightest sign of emotion; "but what of 

that, ::.\laster Okey? It was hand to hand in 

fair fight. a lad of eighteen against a man of 

thirty. H e died fighting against his king ; 

I liYed to fight for my king another clay." 

"That thou ::;hn1t never do," answered Okey; 

"for thou hast seen the last sun thou eyer shalt ij\} 
~I see. Take him away, Obatliah Jason, and do 

r&-i "1..\' him to death iYith the rest." 

"Xay, nay,'' ans"·ered Denzil Korman; 

" not quite so fast, l\Iaster Okey. A wonl or 

f(I t,,o more before ,rn part." 

\, " Take him aY'i'ay ! " shouted Okey, by no 

~- 'l': means well rleasecl at the young nolJleman's 

~\ bold liearing and tranquil smile. "I know 

"·hat ho counts upon-the nest of traitor::; and 

scorpions in London, and the false aucl deceitful 

Monk ; Lut ho shall fintl himself tlcceived, for 

,rnre it the la ·t da~· I had to live, this hour 

~ , shall he die. Take him away, I say' _., -,:a.--...-. 
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!i ,;r ··· Xay: then," answered Denz;I .Xorman. :,) 

putting his hand into his breast, '· if you be so / J ,( 
imperatirn, :\laster Okey, I must take another 

course;·· aucl clra-\ving forth a pistol, he levelled 

it across the table at Okey's head, adding 

rapidly, '' The man that lays a hand upon me 

signs your death-warrant.-Bicl them hold 

back!' ' 

"Hold back, hold back! " cried Okey, his 

face turning pale ; " hear 1Vhat the young man 

has to say.·· 

" It will be soon saicl, :\faster Okey, " an­

swered D enzil. .. Listen, all men. In virtue 

of a commission under the haucl ancl seal of 
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issionersin yom case-giving you, at tie sam 

ime, to know that the commissions of Generals 

Fleetwood anLl Lambert have been revoked by 

the Council of State, and that, six days ago, the 

latter, who resisted the authority of Parliament 

and. the Council, ,vas encountered near Daven­

try Ly Colonels Streater, Ingolclsby, and my­

self, his men routed, and himself taken prisoner, 

to be dealt with according to law. See that 

you obey !-To you, villagers-If you move a 

,} / :::: b::i:t~:t :~1::,sp~:lou;1h~:;e~o~e ~I:;' 
,,, 

1 fol tidings to announce. Your King is restored, 

~ bringing ·with him pardon ancl oblivion for all 
;.,_ r offences, toleration for all religions, and peace 

and happiness to his suujects. Neither have ~ 
~tj :::rt~:::! 0:h:!:::,:i~::~~•:st ::: ; "f:: k~•;: 

that the castle and the church are by this time ' 

in the hands of my regiment, and that the 

{ ~ , \ report of this pistol ,vill fill this room in one 

· ~: minute with faithful ·ubjects of his majesty.­~rl I Long live King Charles!., 
~ , --,~-.....,,.,....---.--~ 191 , '~, ~,~~Q ~~~"7"~~~~~-A...=,\...=---~--...__u \/S,~-

~~-1~ ~-- •-
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" Hark! ·· cried a Yoice from Le hind, "there 

is a drum.'' 

As is usual m such cases, a momentary 

hesitation had come oYer those person-; "·ho, an 

instant before, ha<l felt the greatest con1iclence 

in their o,,n po11·er and strength, 110,Y that 

they perceived the chances ,Yere turning against 

them. It \Yas not, indeed, that they ,vere utterly 

dismay eel ; but their minds hung in the 1,nlance, 

as it \Yere, as to ,Yhat course they should rur­
sue, and the least ,rnight thron-n into either of 

the scales ,Yas certain to decide between the 

most opposite courses. 

The sound uf that drum had well-nigh givrn 

the preponderance to the more timid policy : 

lmt there '"as more than one stout heart amo11gst 

Okey's troopers, arnl the stoutest of them all, 

because the most fa11atic,tl, ,rns that of the cor­

pora], ,To:-,lrna Scroggs. "·what! ., he exclaimed, 

starting fonnml, 1Yhile tlic rest stood round ,rith 

looks of moo1fr hesitation, '· do om hearts "·ax .. 
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and spear because the Amorite tri­

umph in the hill country ? Diel not Barak, the 

son of Abinoam, coming out of Kedesh-X apb­

tn.li, go up against the hosts of J abin, King of 

Canaan, ,vith fe,Y people, and clicl he not prernil 

ngainst him eYen by the side of the riYer Kish on; 

arnl shall ,rn be afraid because the castle and the 

steeple-house are in the hands of the Philistines'! 

Xo, Yerily, this young man shalt clie as thou 

hast said, ancl the other young man, and the oltl 

man ,Yith him, because they ha,,e brought the 

:tbominable things into our Israel, eYen a king 

and a king's crown, which the land had spu-ed 

forth.,, 
I 

"Be,Yn.re, Colonel Okey, beware ! " cried 1~),'. 

iY11 
'· 11:wk ! they are in the streets before the / 

house," cried a young man from the ,vindow, I ')j:1 
' looking out. 1/j,i 
· " Call them up," shouted the young ca rnlier; 1 \i 

, ! and, instantly letting go Jane U1rnin's hand, \ ~/! 
~ '

1 

.T ohn Brownlow started to,,arcls the ,Yinclow. ' , \ I R One of the troopers, howe,·er, thrrn himself ~ ~ 
~~----- 193 ________ nlf j 
~~~\_~'. 

Denzil Xorrnan. 
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the ·way, and 

\ \l \ I f I 
\I { hilt of his sword, "·hen at once the confusion , ,1 

j ,' { i ' 
\ 1 ~; became general. f .i / ~ 
C, "", Some voices shouted •· Lona live Kiner '· ~J 

0/4 I Charles," some " Down wi ~h the m:n of ll el ial.: -j. i: 
~ 9 Tlie crowd in the room swayed hither and thither r 
[ ~' I as sernral strove to push fonrnrd. and not a few r· , ' 

c., 1 I ' 
~ i i to escape; and. in the midst of the confusion, ~ 1' :1 .Joshua Scroggs tbre-w himself upon the yom1g '/V' 

1~I Lorcl Blount, and endeaYoured to 11inion his "' 1
1 

'v'' arms. But Denzil was as strong and more 

active, and turning the pistol from Okey to­

,vards the head of his assailant. he fired, and 

the man fell back, knocking down \Yith hi ... 

ponderous weight one of the solcliers ·who "fl!', 

hurrying up to his assistance. A loud rushing 

tramp was heard from the door, as of a multi­

tude of feet hurrying up the stairs. and the next 

mument a number of steel caps and grim fi.1cc--. 

appeared pouring in, and the Yoice of Denzil 

~ orman shouted aloud. "Arrest eYer: man 

found in arms, and let the rest go. Quietly. 

quietly _; we have had too llllH:h strife already ... 
194 
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,J, ~I .. Take that, at least, for thy part,·· cried x 

· , } one of Okey's troopers, levelling a carbine to­

,rnrcls him. A villager, however, who stood 

near, struck the man a blow 011 the arm at the 

ve1-y moment he 1Yas pulling the trigger, and 

, the shot, passing by Denzil Xorman·s head, 
1 ,vith one of those retributive accidents ,,bich 

,ve so often see occur, hit olcl Roger Brovmlo,v 

on the temple, and. laid him convulsed and 

1mistrate on the ground. 

X o further resistance ·was offered; the troops. 

who might now be called Royalists. poured into 

the room, and although the scene of confusion. 

of "·hich I will not attempt to gi,·e the details. 

continned for aliout a quarter of an hour longer. 

all \\"as at length quieted, and Colonel Okey 

and his companions removed from the room, 

leaving Denzil Xorman ,vith some of his offi­

cer:- arnl one or two of the villagers. Amongst 

the latter was .f olm Brownlow, who, not,vith­

st,mdi11g hi-,. 0\\'11 delisenmce from peril and 

i1111nediate lleath. felt too keenly to experience 

j1)y, not alone tlw ~ad fate \\hich had befallen his 
195 



fa,ther had pursued . 

.. Be comforted, lllY" good friend,., said the 

young nooleman, after he had given orders to 

remorn the body to the old man's cottage. 

" This 'iYttS an accident which but shortened 

his <lays uy a ,-ery brief spnce, and, perhaps, it 

is 1,ctter to terminate life "·ith one brief pang 

sucl<lculy o,-er, than to endure prolonged suffer­

rng, or the wearisome exhaustion of gradual 

decll)'·" 

.f olm Brownlow was a simple and not. Yery 

,rnll cclncatecl peasant. He affocte<l to oe no­

thing more ; but there 1s something in plain 

good sense superior to all education and to all 

talmt, ancl he replied, " I think, my lord, that 

ever) thing must depernl upon preparation ; and 

it is with grief I ask myself. · \Vas he pre­

pared'?'" 

Lord Blount felt relmkecl, hut iL m1s Jone 

without the slightest assumption, and he re· 

pliecl at once,'' That is too true. ~ernrtheless, 

'4 .. 
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will not be long ere I visit you. " 

John Brownlow smiled faintly. "You ·will 

not find Alice there," he said ; " but I "ill tell 

you more, my lord, when I see you. Sbe, too, 

has had duties to perform, and has performed 

them "ell; but, if I might advise you, your 

lordship would look to the safety of Lorcl 

Eustace. He was your old friend, I under­

stand, and if these men haYe dared such 

things here, "hat may they not have attempted 

there?" 

" l\Iy old friend ! " replied the young caya­

lier. " He was more than a father to me; but I 

fear not for him. They had no pm-rnr to injure 

him. Xow leaYe me, John. vV e will soon 

meet again." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

AN hour ha<l pa5secl, aud "·hile minute after 

miuute of that time crept by, not less than a 

third part of the time had been spent by Den­

.zil Xorman, Lord Blount in deep meditation, 

,rith his hands coYering his eyes, as he sat in 

the chair so lately occupied by Colonel Okey. 

His orders had been giYen, his arrangements 

made, soldier after soldier hntl quitted the 

room, and no one remained on that floor of the 

house but the guard at the door. IIe ,ms left 

all alone in the hall, '\Yhere one of those little 

tragedies had taken place, ,Yhich, though en­

acted in a smaller space than the greater dramas 

performed on the "·ide stage of the world, often 

afford a deeper and more concentrnte<l interest. 

The hall '\Yas large, as I ha\·e sni<L and looke<l 

larger in its vne,mcT. Dench es and settle-:; w ~ : 

had been rernoYe<l, nnd nought rernnined npon 

the floor but the dnrk-recl stains of l,looc 



where the soldier and Hoger Brownlow had 

fallen. 

Twenty minutes may seem a long period for 

meditation, but who can tell ho-w many were the 

different images ,Yhich presented themselves to 

the young man's mind during that time, how wide 

was the range of thought, how discursive and 

how erratic ,-.,as the course that it pursued. In 

those twenty minutes the present and the past 

\\'ere revohed, and the future came in for its 

::,hare of consideration; but memory, perhaps, 

was the most busy, and tbe eight or nine years 

l.1st past presented a thousand objects to arrest 

tue mind. 

It was only wonderful that so much was 

crowJecl into so small a space. Where did 

his thoughts wander? To "\V orcester field-the 

llight-the pursuit-the first battle he had ever 

seen, \Yith its fiery strife, and its thrilling in­

terest-the disastrous defeat-the breathless 

gallop for life and liberty-the long conceal­

ment-the passage to another land-the life 
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had succeeded, seemed like a dream ; painful, 

confused, irregular, yet full of dark ancl po1Ver­

ful emotions, and things 1Vhich could never be 

blottecl from memory. But if from the foun­

tain rose up drops of bitterness, yet there 1Vas 

one sweet and balmy stream miuglecl mth the 

less refreshing waters, and seemed to enrich 

and beautify the garden of the future. It 

sprang from the memories of the place in which 

he then was. In a humble cottage, 1Vith no­

thing to decorate, to enrich, or to beautify, 

there appeared to remembrance a form and a 

face never to be forgotten. Ilis ear still seemed 

to hear the musical tones heard many mouths 

before, his heart to thrill, his imagination to 

take fire, ·with the high thoughts presented to 

him by a simple peasant girl. There ,ms uo 

" 1 hesitation, there 1Vas no doubt, as to his o,vn 

conduct. Ile had learned a deep, a stern, 

a wholesome lesson in adversity, ancl he 

had not learnt it in vam. TVorth is better 

than wealth, goodness greater than distinction. 

Aud, after that long pause of thought, he 
200 
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rose, and putting on his hat again-for he 
had. remoYed it, as if to cool his heated 
brow while the furnace of thought "·orked 
within-he ,-rent to the door, and demanded, 
"IIas the King been proclaimed in the vil­
lacre •) ·• 0 . 

"No, my lord," replied the man; "YO ., 
gaye no orders." 

" Quick, order up my -horse," replied the 
young nobleman, "and bid the trumpeters 
mount. Shame on me that I neglected it for 
a minute! " 

Then descending to the door, ·where a num­
ber of the soldiers were ,vaiting his p]easure, 
he gave various orders for marching off the 
prisoners "·ho had been taken in the town, aml 
for communicating intelligence of all tktt had 
occurred both to Colonel Ingolclshy and to the 
Comnrn.nder-in-Chief. He then mounted his 
horse. anll with a small party of troops follow-
ing, ::mJ three trumpeters precediug him. he 
rode thr0ucrh the ,'illao-0 prodaimiuo- the Kinn 0 0 • 0 ;:, 

at every open space. His last halt \\ a::; hefor~ 
L '.! 201 / 
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_, the castle, where the whole of the regiment 

which hacl accompanied him to Landleigh, 

drawn up in battle array, occupied the right-

hand side of the green, while the villagers, ~'. - {" 
m a considerable number, stood. with every •~ 

sign of rejoicing beneath the castle walls. 

A loud shout greeted his approaeh, and, in • r 
answer to the prochmation, a hundred voices r 

shouted, " Goel save the King! "-a sound 

r- which had not been heard in Lnnclleigh for 

many a year l>efore. The young lord looked 

around over the faces of the country people, 

but he saw fow that he recognised; for 

neither .A.lice Brom1low, nor her cousin, nor 

Jane, nor good Dame 'CmYin ,Yere present. 

In the front, indeed, was the thin spare person 

of Mr. Gideon Samson, and spurring his fiery 

horse up to him, the young nol>leman shook 



:1\1r. Samson "as about to reply, in perhaps 

a sourer strain than usual, wlien good Doctor 

Aldover stood for"ard, and with tears in bis 

eyes greeted his former guest. "Ah! my dear 

young lord," he said, " I remember you now 

right well. How could I be so stupid as to 

forget you; though, lack-a-day ! you are much 

changed-but so, indeed, am I. I trust, 

however, that you "ill be my guest agam, 

and take up your quarters with me while you 

ta 
,, 

s y. 

Denzil ::N" orman ·was ansn'ering kindly, and 

bending from bis horse, with Doctor Aldover's 

hand in his, to speak a few ·words more 

privately to bis old friend, when an officer 

, rode up, saying, "1iYe have examined every 

nook and cranny, my lord, but we can find 

nothing." 

" That 1s strange," answered the young 

nobleman. "lll)- information is positive, but 

I shall probal>ly recefre further intelligence 

soon. L et the matter pass for the pre­

sent, and be with me at eight to-night. In 
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the mean\\hile, dismi::is the troops to their 

quarters, but see that good order be strictly 

preserved, and that the pnsoners be well , 
ti 

treated." 

As he spoke, Denzil N" orman dismounted 

from his horse, and, passing along the line, 

addressed a few ·words to the soldiers, brief but 

kind and energetic ; and when he had done, 

and seen them begin to file off, he turned again 

I 

towards the villagers, looking apparently for I ' 

Doctor Ale.lover. The worthy physician, h01v-

ever, had disappeared; aml, telling the peasantry 

that if they would meet him there on the 

following clay at twel-re, he would treat them 

• ~ to as much beef and ale as they could 

lay into their skins in honour of the King's 

restoration, Denzil ·walked slowly into the I' ,.. 
castle court, and gazed around him for a 

moment or two "ith an air m some degree 

melancholy. 
Some of the villagers, before they de-

parted, peeped in through the archway, to 

see what the young commander ,,rns about; 
204 
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but one by one they dropped away, some 

of them saying to each other as they went, 

" He is ll'aiting to see the fairy, I will 

warrant." 

In the meantime, Denzil Norman took out 

his \l'atch, and communed ·with himself in a low 

murmur. " I should like to see," he said, with 

a slight smile, perhaps at his mvn credulity, 

" I should like to see whether this sight ,,ill 

appear agam. It 11ants but half an hour to 

sunset. I will ,vait and ·wakh, and go c1o-wn 

to the cottage after night-fall. It is growing 

very sultry, methinks," and passing through the 

arch again, he looked forth over the sky. To 

the southward and eastward heavy clouds were 

rising up, and advancing ,Yith great rapidity, 

although, as he stood there benen.th the ruined 

walls, not a breath of air fanned his cheek ; 

and "·alking round to the further side of the 

building, he gazed out over th e scene below, 

seeing the dark shado·ws s,yeeping up over 

the sunshiny lan<l.s, while a long Llack fringe, 

stretching from the edge of the cloud to the 
205 
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Yery ground, told that the rain 
I ~ 

-, , -~·>J ing in torrents not far off. A dull flash passed 
ts11 \; 
(lh ~ ' 1 >efore his eyes as he gazed, and turning back 

'iJ \ towards the gates of the castle, he p1aced bim-

S·i _ _,.J self under the hea,7 arch, and gazed to,Yards ll\ ) 
"'~; the well. The sunshine, ·which, streaming 1y,.,. 

~
); throngh the portal, stretched out across the I \ :, 
V I 'h 
, green grass of the court, gro\,ing longer and 

~f / I longer as the sun cleclinecl, had just reached / \ 

1 ; the margin of the well, and the deep clouds. I 

~. \('1 stretching far orer the sky, seemed to gather ff:, 
~, the whole light under their gloomy canopy. / J0 
\. I ), 
~ The rays, changing from the 11arm yellow, · -' Ii 

•~ 'f~ fir::;t assumecl a Yiolet colour, and then a /.-:1,'@ 
~ ' I ,~/ <~f /i rosy reel, so that some fragments of glass ~ 
, ~ -\ m the old "·ind ow frames seemed actuall" ~ 
~ ·I -
'· v I to send forth flames. More than one flash 1 ",; ' "1f '\ i ~·"i ~ i\~ · had succeeded the first ·which Denzil X ormnn l/~ 
' \ had seen, and one loud ro11 of the thunder I ~1,'/;,•J:tt

1

"' 1\\Y~ ~\~ had been heard, when suddenly a broad blue fj 
~ii glare spread over the sky, and a thin line i~~ 

"I of zigzag light darted rapidly do,rn before • 

:

1Il b:s ~ ey~s, and struck 20: pinnacle o~ the olcl ~ ; 

. , iU , ""',... ~--.. ··""" ., =· -~r= ,.\. i1 
,:,--"r'•~ , "J). "-l. A " ~( -1 -~/1\, /4/( rr=\1/, · t ~ .., ., . ........_ ~ - , ,,,,. -1 l ~ J 
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which towered up on the right-band 

J n an instant, a large mass of the 

nework ·w,ts cast do\Yn, joining the crashing 

ise of its fall ·wiLh the deafening roar of the 

nr1er. Denzil Korman pressed his hands 

over his eyes, for the brightness of the flash 

seemed almost to hrwe deprived him of sight. 

"\Vhen he opened them again, and looked to-

wards the well, the same figure he had seen 

before was standing there, but now a portion of 

the white garments ,ms cast over the head, and 

the face was entirely \·eilecl. The young gentle-

man sprn.ng forward, but ,\·bile he w-as yet some 

fifteen or twenty paces from the ·we11, the figure, 

which had been perfectly motionless before, 

rn,ised one arm ,vith a warning motion, and a 

voice said, " Hold! no farther ! " 

"Tell me, then, extraordinary being, what 

you are!" exclaimed Denzil :Norman, pausing 

· n his advance. 

tters not to you," she said. " In-

(>J/ quire not of things that concern you not, but 

} f listen to words that may benefit you. You have 

~I _ 2°!,_ -- -

--~ -~:~ 
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;- follo"ed counsel, and you ham prospered. Fol­

low it now, ancl you shall have better than 

prosperity-peace ! All shall undergo a change 

... 

in this land. The old things ham passed 

away ; the new are coming. You stand upon 

the limits of two great epochs, with an impass­

able gulf between them. J\Ien shall try to 

bring hack that "hich has gone by, and they 

shall fail. Strife and liloodshecl "·ill follow, and 

corruption and i\ickedness shall reign; but clo 

you mix in none of these things. Flee the 

court and the cities, and live amongst your own 

people on your o,,n lands. De a brother to 

some, a father to others, a friend to all, and 

suffer not yourself to be tempted into places 

where kings resort ; for in this day of all days 

it is dangerous, if not "·ickecl. Hold your 

self aloof from every faction and every party; 

and let the gay and the light scoff if they 

will, the sober and the steadfast will love and 

approve. This I am commanded to tell you : 

will you obey as you before obeyed? If you do, 

you shall be rewarded." 
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"Most assuredly I "ill," replied Denzil ~• 

Norman; "for, in truth, such was my Je- I 
termination ere you spoke. Now one word ' 

more-" 

"Enough ! " said the figure, wavmg its 

hand, " enough ! You shall find him you seek 

before this night be over." 

She took a step back as she spoke, and, as 

she did so, another vivid flash of lightning 

blazed through the castle court. He could see 

the livid fire play around the form before him, 

and, at the same moment, a loud crash was 

r I 

I 

heard mingling with the thunder, and one of -I 

the large elms, shivered by the lightning, fell 1: ~ 
in a slanting direction across the well, brush- , 

ing the garments of the young cavalier even as 

he started a,rny. 

"It must h::ixe fallen upon her," he ex­

claimed, and, aclrnncing rapidly, he looked 

rouml in every direction. Dut the figure was no 

longer to be seen, and the nex:t instant the sun 

went do,rn, the dark clouds stretched over the 

skv, aud all "·as darkness. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THROUGH the thick shower of ram, mth 

drenched garments and a some,Yhat disappointed 

heart, Denzil X orman took his ·way back from the 

cottage of John Brownlow to,rnrds the house 

of good Doctor Aldornr. He had found no 

one at the cottage but the serrnnt girl, and an 

old woman appointed to 1Vatch the body of the 

dead man. X either could he obtain any in­

formation regarding Alice at all satisfactory to 

himself. The girl saicl she hacl not been at 

home for three days. and tha,t she did not know 

,vhere she ,vas; but that was all the young 

nobleman could extract from her; and let those 

who are younger than I am imagine the disap­

pointment w·hich such tidings gave to one "ho, 

for months, had been d·welling in the thought 

of seeing her whom he loYed, and calling her 

his own. The warm reception of good Doctor 

Aldover cheered him, it is true; and he was 
210 
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still more cheered by the worthy man's assu­

rances that Alice Brownlow woulJ soon be back 

again, anJ. that she haJ only left the place from 

fear of the llounclhead solJiery-a term which 

the Doctor did not sr-ruple to use in the pre­

sent instance, although he would rather have 

eaten his hand than have applied it to the 

solJ.iers of the Commonwealth a month before. 

As soon as he had given this intelligence, how­

ever, Doctor Aldover thought fit to put on a grave 

look, and add, " I am not sure, my good lord, 

that I ought not to seud word to Alice that she 

had better remain away, for I do not half like 

a noble lord taking such p;1.rticular interest m 

a cottage girl." 

" If you do, I shall not easily forgive you," 

answered Denzil Xorman; "lmt be under no 

fear, my good Doctor. I can act as a man of 

honour to u. \Yoman as well as to a man. l will 

now senJ. for my luggage, and change my dress, 

for I am somewhat travel-stained and very wet." 

I', '' You will finJ. all Your luaaaae in vour 
I I J 00 0 J 

I[ rl room, my lorcl," replied Doctor Aldover. ., I 
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took the liberty of telling your people that you 

should quarter no,,here else ·while you ·were at 

Landleigh. I -will light you up, ancl "·hen you 

have done we "·ill have another bo,rl of punch 

together, and drink the King's health with a 

worthy friend of mine \"rho is anxious to be 

,, well acquainted -with you.·, 

" ·what ! }fr. Gideon Samson?" said the 

young nobleman. 

"Xo, no," replied the Doctor. "one of a 

very different kidney : but this is the 11ay;" 

and he J eel his guest up the low open staircase 

to the room he had tenanted before. Some time 

elapsed before Denzil came do11n again, for. 

to say the truth, he passed seYeral minutes in 

meditation. At length, however, he descended, 

and found his ·way easily enough to the good 

Doctor's library, guirletl partly by memory, 

, partly by the sound of Yoiccs speaking. On 

opening the door, he beheld t,rn per::;ons seated 

by the small square table in the window. 

Doctor Al<loYer ~·as one, the other was a noLle 

looking man m black, "·ith a pointed beard, :1 I 212 
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which, as well as his hair, was nearly white; 

and yet, to judge both from form and. face, he 

was by no means far advanced. in life. He had 

a long rapier by his side, and. his black cloak 

had not Leen cast off. The moment the young 

noblem::rn entered, he rose and gazed upon him 

steadfastly, "·hile Denzil's eyes were busy with 

his features also. The next instant, however, 

Lord Blount started fonrnrd with extended 

hand, exclaiming, " Oh, my dear lord! this is 

indeed a joyful meeting. '-Vhere have you con­

cealed yourself from me?" 

" '-V elcome, welcome, D enzil," said Lord 

Eustace; "welcome, my dear boy. '-Yell have 

you done your clevoir as a loyal subject, a good 

soldier, and an honest man. '-Vhat more need 

I to reward me for all the care I bestowed 
1 upon your youth?'' and at the same moment he 

took Denzil's hand "·ith his o,vn left. 

The young man lookecl some,vhat surprised. 

"Nax mv o-oocl lord" he said· " o·ive me your 
"' " b ' ' b 

right hand surely, if you love me as of old." 

" You will kno,v the touch of it right well,' 
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said Lord Eustace, stretcbing his right arm 

1 from beneath the cloak, and grasping Denzi1 's 

hand. 

r The yomJ 0cr no1leman started back. exclaim-t 
ing, · · Good heaven ! i.Yhat is this ? It is cold 

as iron ! " 

" Because it is iron," answered Lord Eus­

tace. " On the bitterest day of all my life, 

Denzil, ·wounded in the right arm, and a pri­

soner on the field of battle, my escape "as pur­

chased at the dearest price that ever "as paid 

for human safety-at a price ,Yhich I call honour 

to witness I ,,oulJ not \\'illingly have paid for a 

thousand years of the brightest existence that 

e\·er was giYen to mortal man. Untended for 

many days, the gangrene seized upon my 

wounded hand, and I lost it under the surgeon ·s 

knife. Thauks to this good old man, \\°horn 

you must remember we11 as my chaplain "·hen 

you were a, boy, this contrirnnce \\°US procured 

for me, on a model broucrht from far servina 
0 ' 0 

me wellnigh as we11 as the hand I had lost ; 

for by the movement of rny arm, I can da-;p 
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·;.,. :m<l extend the fingers as you see, aye, wield a < ,f ) 
~ ii 

... 11 S\\onl or strike a stout blow, should it Le 11eetl-

~! '~l ful. 11a, I : I have btruck one, too, anJ not long 
(-, since." r 

►.".' =.•.•. I ·'0•~••:•. •: /' "Yes, I ha Ye heard of it," replied Denzil. _ 

; } '· Had it not been for that, I might have come 

1~1/. some,Yhat too late." =: 
't -.. "And for a dose of Thebaic tincture," added 

· ·:..1 Doctor Alu.over. "I hau better intelligence than i· ) 
f \·, 1 t[. 
~\ 
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Master Okey thought for; aucl ,Yhen he sent for 

me, after I had been kept many hours in prison 

in sore trepidation of mind and discomfort of 

body, I made bold to give him that which I 

kne,y ,rnuld render the snake innocuous for 

eight or ten hours at least; but no,Y, Ly the 

lease of both your lordships, I \\·ill retir0 and 

prepare a Letter potion than that which I gaYc 

the Houmlhe,td colonel-good punch, I 111ea11. 1.1··· i 
f · Perlrnps. too, you may ha\'e matters well to Le t~·· talked over in pri \ate." 

Thu::; S,lYi110 he withdrew: and a lou
0
rr, a • 0, ' 
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,Yhich Deuzil for the first time learned the 

eYents whid1 had taken place on \f orcester 

field an hour or two after night-fall; how a wife 

nnd a daughter had. deYoted themsehe::; to save 

a husbarnl and father; ancl how the shot ·which 

had been intended for the escaped captiYe, ha<l 

::;truck her ,Yhose life ,, as far dearer to him than 

his own, as has been shadowed out in the fir:-.t 

chnpter of this history. 

" For years," continued Lord Eustac:e, 

" I hnse mouruecl as few men eyer mourned. 

In secrecy arnl Ly night I caused the Lotly of 

my departed saint to he brought hither to my 

oltl castle of Landleigh, ,Yhere the re,·crernl 

friend "·ho has just left us performed the last 

office for the dead in the vaults beneath the 

castle. EYery morning lrnrn I prayed Lesitle 

her tomb, eYery eYening ha, c I wept over her, 

and stre\\ eel the col<l stone "ith flowers. I 

h,wc lirncl the life of a hermit "\Yitl1in those old 

walls, conce:lle<l and aicle<l l,v a few kiutl fril'nds 

and faithful tlcpernlents . ,Yho bcfriew1etl me in 

1ny n<hcrsitY ns I hn.tl hf'friendccl 1hem in rnr 
• • :?l,i 
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prosperity. The most skilful and the most 

kind, because by nature the most timid, was 

good Doctor Aldover; and an idle story which 

spread amongst the villagers of the castle being 

haunted by a fairy, contributed much to my 

long concealment." 

"Nay, my good lord," repliecl Denzil, "it 

was no idle story got up by villagers. The 

fairy I have seen with my own eyes, and a right 

beautiful fairy she is. On the very same night 

when I saw your lordship in the vaults beneath 

the castle, I beheld that fairy, and you must 

have beheld her too." 

He spoke with a smile, but Lo:1:d Eustace 

answered gravely. "I saw no fairy, Denzil. 

You must have been dreaming." 

" X ot so, upon my life," replied Denzil Nor­

man. " I was called thither to that interview 

by the fairy's voice. I sa,v her with my own eyes 

that night ; and I have seen her twice since, ay, 

this very night, not much more than an hour ago. 

But, perhaps, my dear lord, the fairy was of flesh 

and blood. Had I not known that your dear 
M :.!17 
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1 3 1, f daughter was in London, ke1)t by the Lad.)' l\lar.Y ', Q 
,•_~\ V t~ 

(' \ Falconbriclge, under the tutelage of Cromwell, ,: 
, ... ) -,·~) ~ [ should have thought it was her whom I - , ~ \ ,v ", I~- ⇒-' ,.,~! lieheld." , ; ., :r 

c.. -.1 el Lord Eustace smiled with an incredulous , '---' ' 

-1· shake of the head. ",Yell, Denzil," he said. K 
J~ I~ 

~ /J '· young men and young women are hard to ,0 

:. ( i l~~ rlisabuse of their errors; but as you haYe men- , h:J 
,.C,) tioned my daughter's name, let me speak at \ :,' 

-~ \] once, before Aldover's return, on a subject near {J.t!, 
~ ~/;~ h "\T 11 I d b Dh ~'{; ~ to my eart. .1. ou are we a,Yare, ou t not, ~1 ::3/; 
'}.;.)11 it was the clearest wish of my beloYed LiJJa f~ 

\;,}': that our Kate should be united to you, whom '. i~ 
2{7 I we had educated with so mnch care. The clear 1r( ,':-' 
' i' ,•Cf { girl will soon be in my arms again. I find that 

I~ her education has been in no degree neglected ; 'f, ~J 
n._ and as Cromwell, ·with a aenerosit_v but little to 11 1 2' ~ r V I ,@,,,,.,..J '?- be expected, saved my lands from confiscation 

~ for her sake, saying that he would not spoil j (J 
l..l V ,: , ,I .-.'I the orphan-he belieYing me to be dead- ( (& ✓ 

1 - '.) the 11eal th, which ,vas abundant in other clays, /, • 
) . - ~ / r 

, ):4: ('' has only increased. Be:1.utiful she is, Denzil. I f:/"f, 
, beautiful she must be ; and with a right good I , ' t 
......_ _ 218 _ (~ 
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~ ~,"f will, a father's blessing, and a clo,uy ,Yhich ! ~ '() 
: \. {' I 

,/\I might suit a princess, I will gi-rn her to you as .} _~',/ 
½<v/<~, soon as \Ye reach London. But you look grave, i?c~r'1 

\" good youth. SVhat is the matter? Does not · ! 
(~ / A. l½ ::_;; -,~ , the match suit you?" ,!"' 

,- l Denzil Korman paused for a moment ere he r~ 
replied, and he felt his situation painful. For ,\~:

1 

~ 
the man before him he entertained, as ,wll he· ~-

t 

l_ /'(1 
l'---\,. 

, 1\, 
," • I +-r,, 

,/ l 

might, a son's affection. Lor~l Eustace liacl been 
to him a father when his own father ,rns no more. 11,';: .. 
Lael v Eustace had Leen more than a mother to I _.k • 

}. ' , I 
';(, \. 

f,~ \ him. For the sweet child, who, with such for- : ~ -:I ,, r/' /, \ r titucle and presence of mind, had saved her father '('; ·/ 
L .,. from imprisonment and death, he had felt in earl.,· ~ /' 

r,,.r~L,·i years a brother's affection. Dut yet there wns •!{i~.: ~. 
;, :::;omething stronger still than all thi:::; to be set - _, 
c \ against it: therewaslove, thepure,high,firstlon~ '' ~~ . 

~ Ci,, ( of a warm and enthusiastic heart. That woulcl · t 1 
'r- I , Cr \I ha Ye been enough; but there was something I 

more. There was honour-that feeling, that j~ J;) principle, that prejudice, call it what you ,YilL 
1
1 / ~ ~ 

~ \ n which had been early implanted in his heart by Ji-"\/ ·· 
I the man who now spoke to him, whid1 bud Leen , 1'-~:-r ,1 2 11 !J • ' C) \7~-<- ✓ 1 "r -.~ry> -,. C;: , .. -~-. - :<~ , z,..~ -~,N.,c ,0 C 1 

"~ - :~; I'~\) '"'-,.if-1 -.f .... 1.., ~ ... IC~ 
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cherished through life, and worshipped almost 

·with idolatry. He had spoken ·wor<ls to Alice 

Drom1low ,vhich could never be unsaid, ·which 

he could not, which he ·would not, wish unsaid. 

YVhat were to him the prejudices of the -world, 

what the considerations of wealth, of rank, of 

stn.tion, in comparison with honour and lo\·e '. 

He knew that the light and gay might laugh ; 

he knew thn.t the proud and the selfish might 

-;corn and blame; but he was not the creature 

of other men's opinions, and he hesitated not a 

moment. He p, '1-;ecl, indeed, but it ·was ,vith 

no hesit'ltion. lt ,ms merely to consider how 

he might tell his tale so as not to pain or offen<l 

the hearer. 

· · \Vhat is the matter, Denzil '?" demanded 

Lord Eustace, after waiting some moments for 

an answer; and his l>row was grave an<l almost 

stern as he put the questiou. 

·' I \Yi11 tell you in few ·words, my dear 

lord " rer)lie<l. the vonncr no1>lem::m: ·' and You 
' ,, 0 "' 

shall judge, und ;yi}l judge, as you always do. 

11ol>ly and rightly. It was my fate some time 
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ago to meet in this very village, m a humLle 

station of life, without fortune, without family, 

without anything to recommend her but the 

loveliness of her person, and the high qualities 

of her mind, the only woman for whom I ever 

felt love. In a moment of danger and difficulty, 

• when I little thought to see the bright days 

that we now see, when I little thought to meet 

you or any of my old friends again, I told her of 

my love and won a promise from her. Yet I "·ill 

own, had I known all that I now know- had I 

been a prophet to foresee the events which have 

taken place, I ,vould have done the same." 

" Have you considered well, young man,., 

said Lord Eustace, with a very grave bro\\·, 

" tbat "·hich you are about? Have you be­

thought you of all that must follow? Remember 

tha,t the beauty must fade, and all those charms 

and graces which captivate the eye will pass away: 

that passion itself may die in its own flame, and 

the more solid realities of the worlJ may acquire 

weight even with a romantic spirit, as the hurry 

of the young blood is calmed by years, and 
221 
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thought takes p1ace of passion. Harn you re­

membered what it will be to see the colcl civility 

shown by your peers to the young Lord Blount's 

peasant ·wife '? to hear it told how you had been 

(!aught by a pretty face? to bear all those petty 
1,­

slights aucl half-concealed contempts which ' r' 
JJ I 

follow surely in society upon an ill-assorted ''. ;' r ), 
L~ ~\ 
f1;4,,1 union "?" 

" My lonl, I ha Ye thought of a11 this and l ~ J 
more," replied Denzil. " I have put more I~ /~ 
11nestions to my own heart than you can or will 

put; and I have answered, that beautiful as 

-,he is, were it mere beauty, I should never 

have spoken to her the words I ha, e spoken; 

but even had I done so for beauty alone, yet I 

would keep my worcl. I owe that to her and 

to myself. In doing so, howeyer, I ha,,e no 

fears, no hesitation either for myself or her; 

, ..... 'r;{ 
I,., ff 

I l I 

' '""-, V' 

!' 'B , l 

j 
I 



son, as good u youth as ever liYcd, ·who has 
served me well; but the old man harl no 
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on your marriage as a father's. Ah ! here 

comes the good Doctor himself. Tell me, 

my old and valued friend, who is this Alice 

Bro\\·nlow that my young friend Deuzil raves 

about." 

" She 1s all that is beautiful, bright, and 

excellent,,. replied Doctor Aldover ; " and is in 

my house at this very moment." 

" TVhat, you too enthusiastic ! " cried Lord 

Eustace. '' Pray, let me have the fair Jady's 

company, my dear friend. X ay, I ·will go 

and fetch her mrnelf. 1,"\7bere sha11 I find ., 

her?,. 

·' X ot so, I will bring her," answered 

Doctor Aldover; and going forth again, he 

returned a moment after, leading Alice by the 

hand. She ,ms dressed as she had been when 

she went with Denzil to the church, with 

wimple and hood, almost like a nun ; and, with 

a heart beating warmly, he sprang up to meet 

her so soon a:-; that beautiful form appeared ; 

but, without even looking towards him, Alice 

drew her hand from that of Doctor Aldover, 
22-1 
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and advanced ,vith a quick and eager step I 
towards Lord Eustace. 

The old nobleman threw wide his arms. 

and, casting hers around his neck, she leaned 

her head upon his bosom, and sobbed aloud. 

":Kay, Kate, nay," cried Lord Eustace; 

" nay, my sweet Kate, be not so moved. "\Vhat 

though this ungrateful boy here refuses your 

hand, all for the love of one Alice Brown­

low, we shall find you a better husband, no 

fear. Come, look up, my Kate. vVell I 

know joy will have tears as well as sorrow, and 

we have shed many of the former together, so 

the latter must have way. Keep back, Lord 

Blount, you have refused her, you know. Lo! 

you repent, do you? Well, take her, then, and 

forget Alice Brownlow in the arms of Catherine 
Brooke.·· 

" Xever," ans-wered Denzil, throwing his 
nrms around her, "never, my good lord. My 
first love, and my last: call her ·what name 

you will-add. titles, rank, distinction, fortune, 

everything that men hold dear, you cannot 
226 
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cott~g;l~~:~~' Denzil, thanks for that,·· cried / f~~ 
Alice, for so ,ve must still call her, as he ever : 
did. " But will you love me as ·well, Denzil. /' ("'--

as Catherine Brooke, for look 1 am very much 

changed," and she threw back the hood from 

her head. Somewhat to his surprise, he then 

beheld that the dark black braided hair was 

gone, and in its place the bright glossy tresse::; 

of a warm light brown, which he remembered 

hanging over the fair brow of the child. He 

only drew her closer to his breast. ".Ay," he 

said, " as Alice Br°'vnlow, as Catherine Brooke. 

and moreover as --" 

But she put her fair hand upon hi · lips. 

saying, "Hush, hush! not a word of that: .. 

and she turned a timid glance to gootl 

Doctor Alclover, whose eyes ,-ere too full 

of joyful tears to notice one-half of all that 

r f-H 
,.{" \ 
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have been glad to hear the details; but neverthe­

less I contented myself with what I had got­

an exceedingly good plan in all circumstances, 

dear reader, but for which, on this occasion, I 

had my particular reasons. In the first place, 

I could not at all doubt that, under the circum­

stances in which they married, Denzil Norman 

and the Lady Catherine Brooke, otherwise 

Alice Brownlow, \\"ere as happy as any two 

people can be in this place of pilgrimage. I 

,vas satisfied therefore in regard to them, and 

wished them joy as heartily as good Doctor 

Aldover did, I do not doubt, after giving them 

the nuptial benediction ,vhen he was restored 

to his old cure at Landleigh-,rhich I find by 

the parish register was in July of the year 1060. 

As to John Brownlow, who by the way was 

Alice's foster-brother, I have not the slightest 

doubt in the world that he married Jane 

11 Umvin, and m~de her a very excellent hus-
1 / 

band. 
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It is not a thing to be doubted at all ; and 

I find in the records of the house of Faucon­

berg the following curious passage :-

.. Alice Brownlow, long educated by my 

Lady Mary as the Lady Catherine Brooke, she 

having been found in a house at vV orcester after 

the battle at that place, and passed by her mother 

Janet for the daughter of Lord Eustace, was 

this day dismissed to her home with many 

presents, she having grown greatly in my lady ·s 

favour, by reason of her gentleness and docility. 

ltem, a silver salt-cellar was given to her by 

my lord as a gift." 

In regard to Mr. Gideon Samson, I might 

have made my mind uneasy, having no precise 

informn.tion coneerning him, but that I find 

1mtuy of the Presbyterian clergy fled from 

BnglanJ. iuto Scotland, to avoid the plague and 

E pi:-;copacy ; and as Sir vV alter Scott, in one 

of hi~ true histories, records the life and adious 

of a wort11y gentleman of the same surname as 
2·N 

,, 

, 
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r- ~respe~;;d friend, I have 110 doub~ ;hat-1:~eft l
1
"' rl __ 

J ' f 

, ! posterity to carry on his virtues to other gene- j, : 
~ ~ I I r 

, I l rations. 

1

,,,. 1 r 
t • ~~ ..... ',, l The only persons of importance to Le pro- ti 

I) • 

/C" I vided for, therefore, "ere the old cast1e and j' 
,,....:. Ju the fairv. As to the old ca::;tle, its ruins "ere , 1 

I ,' 

/ sbown ·with pride within my rememlmmce, b_-r ' { -:, 
4-

.1', the antiquaries of Landleigh, "·ho pointed out 1 •,i 
, !I to the curious a subterranean communication 1 .., { 

I 

Let"·een the building and the church, together 

with some stone doors in the remaining tower~ 

of the old fortalice, fitting so nicely into the 

ma::,onry as not to be distinguishable to any Lut 

a prepared eye. The building has late]y lieen 

very much dilapidated by a greediness for stones 

which ha::; come upon the population since 

numerous factories have been established b:, 

the hanks of the stream; and some of the 

wags of the place have remarked, that the 

,)v c 1stle 1s the best quarry in the neighl,our-

/ . l10od. 
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l 
I '' Either from this desecration of her dwell- > [t ~ .Al 

I f , { , ing-place, or some other cause of disgust, the ! ' , 
) : \ fairy has not appeared for many, many years t~[! r Cci by the side of Landleigh ·well, though its I " f 1,1 

't <>'-, <''{/ 4 waters remain dear and limpid, and the setting ,'\ 1 

/:,.; , sun shines upon it every evening as before, throw- • ')_ 
,; -. j ing by his beams, reflected from its bright sur- f.~f 

(,I~ face at that particular moment, a strange lustre ·. r· I \! ~ u po1t any figure standing behind the fouu tain. 2 \ ' 
v Her memory is still cherished, however, by 

the older and the younger inhabitants of the 

(",.,~a 
/1 

, t place. The boys and girls look through the old -v ~· 
archway with timiJ expectation as they pass 
on the summer evenings; and I onc:e gave 
great offence to an old lady by hinting a suspi­
ciou that the famous fairy of Lnndleigh well 
" ·a~ no other than the beautiful <laughter of 
Brooke, Lord Eustace. 
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only one that ever appeared after William 

Churne of Staffordshire ~as deacl, and " Wittie 

Bishop Corbet " took his " Farewell " of the 

Good People. 
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