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li\1PROVING TALES. 

TI-IE cottage of 11artin, an honest 
....... 

labourer, stood on a rising ground, 

unsheltered by any friendly trees 

fron1 the bleak northern wind ;-its 

being but a short distance too from 

the sea, rendered its situation in 

winter particularly dreary. 
On a. cold evening in January, 

,vhcn the b1a-.t seen1ed to ho-wl in 
n ho~user 
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hoarser mur1nurs than usual acro~s 
the plain, and the hail beat loudly 
against the shattered windo\YS of the 
little tenement already n1entioncd, 
its frightened and shivering inhabi­
tants drew nearer and nearer to the 
embers on the hearth, and the kind­
hearted master deckred-" It was so 
dreadful a night, he ·would not 
turn out even an enemy's dog." 

The youngest boy, and for this 
reason only, the favourite, clung close 
to his father's knees, praying daddy 
to ,varin him; and, in order to effect 
this, the good 1nan, hugging hirn to 
his bosom, enveloped him in the 
ragged coat that had covered his o,vn 
·weather-beaten lin1bs for many a 
year; • whilst the happy little fellow 
soon slept as s0~1ndly as if -<.'radlcd in 

tht-

tri2 
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l • 



THE STORM. 

the lap of Lnxu~:y, or reposing on 

pille.·ws of down. 
His 1nothe:r, after having busied 

herself in taking every possible pre­

caution to keep out the wind and 

rain, such as hanging up an old co­

verlet before the broken casements, 

and placing a scre~n by the fire, sat 

herself down to ,vork in the. chim­

ney-corner, while two rosy -faced girls 

and a healthy-looking boy arranged 

the1nselves in the best 1nanner they 

,vere able, each knitting as quickly 

as their half-numbed fingers would 

allo-w, and each rejoicing with their 

parents they vrere so c01nfortably 

sheltered fr01n the pitiless storm. A 

favourite old cat ·was reposing most 

happily on the lap of one of the girls, 

and puss c01npl~ted the iroup. 
B 2 A lou<l 
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A loud rapping at the door soon, 
however, interrupted the e1nploy­
rnents of the little party. The coun­
tenances of the children i1nmediately 
exhibited the strongest sympton1s of 
fear; that of their 1nother ,vas not 
indeed entirely devoid of te1Tor, as 
she tren1blingly asked her husband 
if he meant to give ad1nission to the stranger. 

He hesitated for a 1n01nent; but as 
jt occurred to hi1n that it was n1ost 
likely some traveller in distress, he 
dismissed all :ideas but this fr0111 his 
mind, and instantly withdre,v the 
bolt that gave fancied security to his . cottage. 

Ifis surprise ,vas cxtren1e when, 
instead of encountering a stranger, 
he. beheld Sir Richard I>ercival's eld-

est. 

ilie 

Yer,· 
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est son, acco1npanied by the coach­

man, ,vho ,vas laden ,vith great-coats 

and various other articles of di~ess ; 

the young gentleman himself was 

very little guarded from the incle­

mency of the weather. This he 

secined not to regard ~ but eagerly 

demanded of ~-fartin if he ,vould in­

stantly accompany hi1n to the,<,easide, 

,,·here his assistance, and that of his 

boy, 1night be 9f infinite use to some 

poor creatures, ,vho were just escaped 

frmn a vessel that had been for smnc 

11ours endeavouring iri vain to clear 

the shore, and ·w~s no,y a ·wreck on 

the beach. 
The request of the youth was com­

plied with ,, ithout any hesitation; 

and, he~dless of the stonn, which but 

a few mon1ents before seemed to in~ 

n3 



6 THE STORM. 

spire them with horror even to think 
of, l\lartin and his son accon1panied 
the young philanthropist on his be­
neyolen t errand. 

To account for his appearance at 
the peasant's hovel, we must d.escribe 
a scene very different from the one 
we have already portrayed, and con­
vey our readers from the clay walls, 
·miserable furniture, and frugal fire 
of l\tiartin's cottage, to the spacious 
dome, elegantly-ornamented apart­
ment, and bfazing hearth of Sir Ili­
chard Percival. Round the latter 
1y0rc assembled himself, I-'ady Per­
cival, their daughter ~1arianne, and 
tlicir b\·o sons, Henry and ,iVilliarn. 

The close-dra,\·n curtains seemed 
1o exclude every breath of air, whih;t 
the wt!l-cr.rpet2d floor, ·with all th~ 

other 
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THE STORM. 7 

other appendages of luxury and con1-
fort art could invent, appeared to bid 
defiance ·within doors to the utn1ost 
severity of the stor1n that raged 
without.-But so much are we the 
creatures of habit, and so little sen­
sible of the real value of those bless­
ings that we every day experience, 
that, comparatively speaking, the 
pan1pered child of 1-'uxury scarcely 
estin1ates his cnjoy1nents n1ore highly 
than the poor cottager does those 
f cw c01nforts his own industry affords, 
or that perhaps are the occasional of­
ferings of benevolence. So it -was 
·with the present party; neither the 
llaronet, his Lady, nor theil' chil­
dren, felt 111ore happy in their splcn­
r.id shelter fro1n tbe ang1:y elc1nents, 

than 
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than did honest l\fartin and his fa-
111ily beneath their hu1nbler :roof. 

This by no means arose either 
from ingratitude to Providence for 
its goodness to the1n, or ,~tant of 
feeling for their fellO'w -creatures ; 
both these they possessed in an e1ni­
nent degree. It seems, indeed, as if 
the peculiar kindness of I-leaven had 
distributed the power of enjoy1nent 
in so equal a n1easure, that situatio11 
n1erely has little to do ·with it, and 
that its per1nflnent abode is only in 
the n1ind. 

".l\Iy dear Sir Richard," said Lady 
Percival, " if this weather were to 
continue very lonrr, I should be al-• 0 

rnost te1npted to try to persuade you 
to rut down the fh trees before these 

windows; 

ae;1,~ 
_ l'ain. 

toe ... 
I, 

~e-, t ., 



THE STORM. g 

windo,vs ; for the ·wind sounds so 
dis1nally ainongst then1, that it ab­
solutely gives me the horrors." 

She shuddered involuntarily as she 
spoke; and the little ~ladanne, ,vith 
that happy facility of iinitation that 
so generally belongs to childhood, 
declared the ho·wling of the ·wind 
n1ade her too quite low-spirited, and 
that she should be Yery glad ·when 
the fine ,veather came, that she 1night 
playaboutagain ,vithout being afraid. 

" For 111y part," replied "\Villiain, 
to whorn the latter part of this speech 
·was addressed, " I see nothing to 
be afraid of, and I think it is really 
delightful to hear the ,rind and the 
rain, and the hail beating against 
the windows, for then it is such u 
treat to get closer and closer to the 

fire, 



10 THE STOR:\I. 

fire, and think ho\v c01nfortahlc it is 
that you have not to go out in the 
1vet." 

" That is a c01nfort," :;aid I-Ienry, 
" I could never yet feel so nr.1ch as 
you do. To be sure, I mn happy 
jn being sheltered myself; but then 
I cannot help thinking how many 
poor creatures want a fire to ·warn1 
thern, and what a nun1ber of others 
are exposed to the piercing cold. 
Besides this, I neycr listen to the 
tremendous gusts of wind, or hear 
the sea roar, but I fancy at that 1no-
1nent many a brave sailor n1ny be: 
per:shing !" 

As he spoke his eyes filled ,Yith 
tears. They ,vere not the tears of af:.. 
fected sensibility, but of true, genu­
ine, and unadulterated feeling. 

Ii 
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His father vievved the1n ·with de­
light, for his own mind, like that of 
his son, ,vas atte1npered ·with every 
gentle, every hu1nane disposition. 
His good-hu1noured vivacity no,v 
soon dispelled the horrors that Lady 
Percival had declared ,vere stealing 
fast on her nerves; whilst all the 
fears of J\Iarianne ·were lost in a ga112e 
of romps ·with papa. 

Henry, vvho doted on the little 
girl, ,vas quickly one of the party; 
but ,iVilliain, ,vhose general habits 
inclined to indolence, took up the 
" Arabian Nights Entertainments," 
in which he ,vus soon so much inte­
rested, that he could merely lay it 
down once to observe, that not-
1vithstanding all his brother had 
c:ujd, and though he did not ,vant 

compnss1on 
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compassion for others, he still could 
not help thinking it was 1nonstrous .. 
]y con1fortable to get over the fire~ 
and hear the trees blowing about as 

they now did. 
Eet\veen each interval of the wind, 

the firing of guns ,vas soon distinct­
ly heard, and the gaiety of the little 
party was no n1ore. 

" They are signals of distress !'' 
said Henry with cn1otion. 

" They are indeed," replied his 
" father; "and let us not lose a mo­

ment, my dear boy, ere we hasten to 
learn whether it 1nay not be in our 
power to -afford the wretched suffer­
ers s01ne assistance." 

The eagerness with ·which the 
youth seconded t:ce wishes of his fa~ 
ther, '\-Vas a convincing proof that hi£ 

sensibility 
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THE STORl\I, 13 

sensibility ,vas not of that nature 
which contents itself ,vith shedding 

. a fe,v tears for the 1niseries of oth~rs, 

but cannot tax its feelings by be­

coming personally acquainted ,vith 

the1n. 
~. The benevolence of II enry ,vas of 

the acti vc kind ; and he hasten eel 

,vith his brother, vvho vrould not be 

left out of this party, Sir Richard 

hi1nself, and several of their serYants, 

to the beach, ,vhere the horrors of 

the scene that avvaited them can 
be but faintly i1nagined fron1 descrip­

tion 1nerely. 
The extreme darkness of the night 

1-vas rendered even n1ore teiTible by 

.the flashes of fire fro1n the guns,,vhich 

·were scarcely silent an instant. The 

rain descended 1n torrents, and the 
C dashing 
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dashing ,vaves beat in tre1nendou. 
surges close to the feet of those ,vho 
had ventured near them-some from 
a motive degrading indeed to human 
nature, but too often, alas! the only 
one-the hope of plunder in case of 
a wreck; and others from the nobler 
impulse of hun1anity. 

To these the agonizing shrieks of 
distress, ·which the tremendous gusts 
of wind conveyed 1nore distinctly 
to their ears, were truly dreadful. 
rrorches ·were immediately shewn on 
that part of the beach most accessible 
for boats ; but the darkness of the 
night, and the fury of the stor111, 
rendered it utterly impossible for 
any boat to go to the assistance of 
the unfortunate sufferers. 

"\\Thil.st the people on shore were 
yet 

yet 
br 
(~ 
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yet lingering in a state of anxious 
but horriLle suspense, the dashing of 
oars was distinctly heard. 

" They have taken to their boats," 
said Sir Richard; "shew more lights 
this moment!" 
. His command was instantly obey­

ed, and he offered a fervent prayer 
to Heaven, ·with. heartfelt devotion 
and sincerity, that the crew of the 
vessel 1night be saved. 

All was again silent; but the si­
lence was soon broken by a sound so 

dreadful, that it appeared to agonize 
every boson1-it seemed the shriek 
of death! 

H Alas, pqor creatures !" said Sir 
Richard Percival, " all, I fear, are 
now lost!" 

i , Perhaps not all," cried Henry, 
c 2 ,1.rhose 
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,vhose feelings ,vere ,vound to their 
highest pitch; " s01ne, n1y dear fa­
ther, 111ay even now float ashore, 
and -rve 1nay be happy enough to save 
then1." 

This idea induced n1any to con­
tinue on the spot; and in a few n10-
ments, by the glim1nering of the 
torches, a boat 1vas perceived, bot­
to1n up·wards, in the surf, whilst 
several people ,vcre seen still cling­
iI~g to her . . Ropes ,,rere instantly 
thrown to then1, and smne had yet 
·sufficient strength left to rendPr the1n 
of service. Seven ,rere drawn to 
the beach; and whilst every possible 
:rneans were imn1edi2tely 1nade use of 
to restore those in ·wh01n ani1nation 
lvas snspendcd, Ilenry, with the 
,·oach1nan_, as h~.s been already 1nen-

. tioned 

poo 
)'• 
Lle. 
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THE STORM. 17 

tioned, ran, or rather fle\V hon1e for 

some war1n clothing, and in his way 

back called for 11artin, whose assist­

ance was now req11ired. 
O~ Henry's ret~rn to his father, 

. he had the happiness of finding the 

poor creatures had all shewn signs of 

life. They were placed on a wag­

gon Sir Richard had had the precau­

tion to provide, and convey~d to a 

smaU ptiblic-house, which ,vas the 

nearest shelter they could haYe. 

The body of a little girl no,Y float­

ed almost to the feet of Henry. He 
snatched her to his arn1s; a plaintiYe 

cry convinced him she had life, and 

wrapping her in a thick great-cocit, 

he hastened, at his father's reque~t, 

to convey her home. 
Lady I)ercival, interested for the 

c 3 fate 
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fate of the unfortunate little being, 
so providentially saved fro1n a ·wa­
tery grave, had her i1nmediately put 
to bed, and watched her with aln1ost 
maternal tenderness. Iler attention 
,vas soon, hov;ever, called to another 
quarter. 

Sir 11ichard was 1101'v returned, 
acco1npanied by several poor crea­
tures who had happily esc~pccl the 
lvreck. .A.n10ng these was a gentle-
1nau ·whose appearance bore every 
1nark of respectability, but "ho had 
not yet sufficiently recovered his 
senses to be able to utter a ·word. 

Those ·whose 1niserable situation 
required it ·were put in war1n blan­
kets, and every proper method ap­
plied to restore the111 to lifo. Sir 
llich:ird and his Ludy 1vere unre-

1nitting 

,u, 
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n1itting in their exertions during the 

night, and their humane efforts ,vere 

attended with success. 
Frmn s01ne of the sailors they 

learned that the wreck was a Danish 

Yessd, and that the n1isfortune they 

had n1et with arose fr01n their ig ... 

non!nce of the coast, and the want 

of an experienced pilot. 
The con1n1ander and eight others 

had perished; about forty were sav­

ed; and what goods could be col­

lected on the shore ,vere conveyed 

in safety to a barn of Sir Ilichard 

}>erciyal's. 
The following 111orning present­

ed a 1110:-;t n1iscrable spe~'tacle en 

the beach. Those poor fello-\r::, \Y ho 

·were able to cra"-1 tht:re ,Yere he-
,n1iE11~ 



THE STORM. 

·wailing their misfortunes, and the 
sad fate of their 1nessmates. 

In the course of the night, the 
-bodies of two fe1nales had been ·wash­
,eq. ashore ; one of the1n appeared 
-young, and her dress bespoke her of 
the higher order. Pale and disfigur­
ecl as it ·was, her face yet she1-Yed the 
ren1ains of beauty, though m1guisl1 
of mind ·was visibly depicted in every 
distorted feature. 

The poor ,vo1nan \vho perished 
with her "ras her attendant; a11cl Sir 
Richard learned that the first, whose 
lifeless forn1 lie ,vas contcn1plating 
with melancholy earnestness, was 
wife to the gentlen1an, and 1nother 
to the little girl he had so kindly shel­
tered in his own hospitable n1m1sion. 

They lver~ co111ing to England to 
reside 

' 

bis\; 
' 

<<l, ·~ 
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THE STORM. 21 

reside, l\!r. Thon1pson having ac­
quired an in1mense fortune abroad. 
I-Ie had been married very little 1nore 
than two years to a lady twenty 
years younger than hi1nself, and ,vith 
·who111 he had enjoyed a very large 
portion of happiness. 

" .c\h, poor thing!" said an honest 
English sailor, who had been giving 
this history to those about hi1n, and 
,v hose eyes ,vere filled with tears as 
he looked at the body of ~1rs. 
rrhon1pson, " the last time I sa,v 
you, you ,vere fast locked in the 
arms of your husband, and calling 
on hiin to save you fr01n the storn1; 
but you called, alas ! in vain; and 
his strength being so much exhaust­
ed, that he could no longer fold you 

to 



22 THE STORM. 

to his bosom, you ·were ·washed over .. 
board together !" 

"He is saved," said Sir Richard 
mentally; "but surely better he had 
perished ,vith her, than live to kno,v 
he has survived the partner of his 
affections, who vainly clung to hi1n 
for support." 

He thought, however, of the hap­
less innocent she had left, and check­
ed the idea. On his return horne, he 
found the little girl seated on the 
knee of her young protector Henry, 
,vho was endeavouring all in his 
·power to amuse her; and though his 
good-humoured efforts were toler­
ably successful, she frequently look4 

ed earnestly and so1-ro,vfully around 
her, and lisped out tpe 11ames o:P 
papa and 1nama. 

"Poor 

, 
" 

,, 
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· n Poor little girl!" said 1Iariannc, 

" is her n1aina lost in the frightful 

~ea?" 
" She is indeed lost," replied Sir 

Richard, with a sigh; " but should 
she be ,vholly left an orphan, my 
house shall be her home if she ,vants 

one, and your 1nan1a a parent to 

her." 
" Then she will be my sister, papa!» 

said the delighted l\Iarianne. " Oh, 
how charming!" And away she 
eagerly ran to seek her mother, in 

order to convey this delightful piece 

of intelligence. 
Sir Richard, in the 1neanti1ne, 

'"'ent to the chan1ber of lVIr. Thomp­
son ;-his se11ses appeared gradually 
r2tnrning, and the first ·word he ut­
tered, ,v hilst he folded his anns 

eagerly 
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eagerly together, ~s jf he v .. as ag,lin 
clasping his ,,·ifo to his boson1, ,vas 
the name of E1n1na. IIe lcok~d 
at those around hin1 lvith an expres­
sion ·words cannot define; but his 
eye rested not on the countenance 
he languished to behold, and he sunk 
again on his pillo,v in a state of in­
sensibility. Cordials ·were achninis­
tered with success; and having slept 
for s01ne hours, ~Ir. Thornpson 
a1voke perfectly sensible, and very 
1nuch an1ended in health. 

Sir Richard was instantly called 
to hin1; and on his earnestly irnplor­
ing hi1n to tell hin1 if he knelv any 
thing of his wife and child. by de­
grees. and with the ntrnost caution 
and hun1anity, the good Barmwt 
unfolded to his unfortunQtc 6 ncst 

the 
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the severe trial he had to sustain in 
the n1elancholy loss of the one; but 

pro1nised him, if he ·would be caln1, 

to afford him some portion of com­

fort by bringing the other to his anns. 

" 'fhe n1other of 1ny poor babe is 

no rnore," sobbed out the unhappy 

invalid, " and I can never, never see 

her affain · for every feature will re-
t, ' 

call to n1y 1nind the lovely sainted 

being I have lost for ever, and · to 

gaze on her would be n1adncss." 

Convulsive sobs choked his utter­

ance ; and his kind host, justly con­

sidering that to offer advice or con­

solation at such a m01nent ·would be 

1nockcry, stood in . ilent sorro-w by 

his bedside, ,vatching hin1 with anx­

ious solicitude. 
From the ,veak state of his bodv . . -

D hi~ 
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bis fraine ,\·as soon so 1nuch exhaust­
ed by mental exertion, that in a 
short tirne he again slept. But his 
mind 1-vas disturbed, and dreadful 
visions see111ed to float in his iinagi­
nation. It was more than hvo 
hours ere he awoke, and a settled 
kind of despair appeared to have 
succeeded the agonizing frenzy he 
Jrnd before displayed. 

Several days elapsed, and he con­
tinued in the san1e state. During 
this period the bodies of his wife and 
her attendant ,vere deposited in Sir 
Richard Percival's fa111ily vault; and 
the sailors too, to ,rhmn he had 
she,vn so much kindness, took their 
leave ,vith every expl'ession of gra­
titude. 

In the 1neantiine the little girl had 
S0 
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so gained on the affections of the 
Baronet, his Lady, and their family, 
by the loveliness of her person, her 
innocent endearments, and unpro­
tected situation, that she ,,·as quite 
the pet of the1n all. 

Henry had taught her to call hin1 
papa, and l\Iarianne ,vas proud to 
assun1e the appellation of 1nama ; 
but ·when either of these names was 
pronounced, she seemed to recollect 
son1ething ·was attached to then1 that 
caused her uneasiness, and for a mo-
1nent her ahnost unceasing gaiety 
\Yas lost. 

The unremitting kindness of Sir 
Richard Percival, and the soothing 
attentions of his wife, at length, aid­
ed by Tin1e's lenient power, restored 
son1e degre~ of co1nposure to the 

n 2 tortured 
; . 
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tortured 1nind of J,'lr. Thompson; 
and after thanking the111 one day, in 
the 1nost grateful and ani1nated terms, 
for their friendly and huinane exer­
tions in his service, he shed a flood 
of tears, ,vhich appearing to reinovc 
a ,veight fro1n his 1nind, he ventured 
to ask for his child. 

Lady Percival glided instantly out 
of the roon1 ; and the next n1otnent 
he folded to his arms his 1notherless 
babe. The scene ,vas affecting be­
yond description; and the kind pro­
tectors of the little E1n111a, as they 
vie"·ed her agonized parc_nt gaze 
with deep affliction on his last rc-
111aining treasure, v;ept in ~peccbless 
SOITO""• 

A .. nother and not less in tcrest~cl 
t"pectutor had stoleq to the door of 

!\'fr. 

ci 
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l\lr. Th01npson's roo~-it was Hen­

ry; hi& sobs, however, soon betray­

ed him; and the p~or child, terrified 

at the agonies of her fath~r, which 

increased on receiving her infanti~1e 

and endearing caresses, ~agerly sought 

shelter in the ar1ns of her young 

friend, from a scene she could not at 
l 

· ~11 co111prehend. 
From this tiine ~Ir. Thon1pso~ 

,vas able to converse on those sub­

jects which hap. till nO"W been scru~ 

pulously avoided. He mentioned a 

circu1nstance which, he said, on ac­

count of his little girl, he rejoiced at 

1nost truly, and this ·was, the year 

before, having remitted a large sn1n 

of n1oney to be lodged in the 1~:ng­

lish funds. His property, therefprc, 

p1 the vessel t11,tt brought hin.1 oYer 
D 3 y,-as 
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was inconsiderable, and of this great part ·was saved. 
" I was 1nyself an orphan," l\Ir. 

Thompson one day began, "and left 
n1y o-wn country very early in life, 
in the capacity of clerk to a \Vest­
India trader, ·who afterwards settled 
in one of the islands. To this gen­
tlen1an Yigilance and fidelity strong­
ly rec01nn1ended 1ne; and in a . few 
years he took 1ne into partnership. 
Ilichcs cwcun1 ulated, anc1 fortune 
see111ed to sn1i1e on all my projects; 
but yet I ,va8 far fro1u being happy, 
for I aspired to obtain the hand of 
the daughter of an inuucnsely rid1 
plan tcr, and feared to offer 111 yse1t: 
as it '\'\·as well hnown the la<lv's fa __ 
ther ,,·as an1bitious, and <lesjg11ed ' 
to se~1cl her o,·er to Iing1m.td, w!1(1re 
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he had connexions in the higher cir­
cles, and ·where he doubted not her 
fortune ,vou:ld purchase at least a 
coronet. 

" His consent at length, however, 
sanctioned the wishes of each ; for 
the heart of E1nma had long been 
111111e. It was obtained in w·hat he 
thought a dyiug illness-an illne~s 
1Yhich induced hi1n to give his child 
to the protection of a husband, 
,vhen he feared she must soon lose 
that of a pm·e11 t. 

'· "\Yith his fan1ily 1ny father-in­
lmv had had no co1nnn1uication fron1 
the ti1ne he "\vent abroad ; and this 
was owiug to a (p~arrcl with his fa­
ther, who had thwarted his wishes 
in an affair of lo\·e. lie left hmne 
d~nH1csti(,: 1?! .. n1cl \Vas tco proud to 

give 
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give any account of himself, or solicit 
a reconciliation." 

"· Good God!" excl~imed Lady 
Percival withernotion,asl\Ir. Tho1np­
son was rel~ting this part of his nar~ 
rative, " tell me instantly the gen"." 
tleman's name ?" 

" Orford," r~plied he, with nq 
small degree of surprise. 

" My he~rt," she cried, " augured 
then rightly, and it was indeed my 
brother !" · 

Mutual astonishment and congra­
tulation succe~ded this discoverJ. 
l\fr. Thompson produced letters 

· which l\lr. Orford had entrusted to 
his care for some English friends, 
an1ongst which there was one for his 
sister, with whose rnan1age he had 

·- peen made acquainted, !hough not 
with 

' w. j 



0 

d 

THE S'fORiI. ss 

with the nmne of the gentlen1an to 

,-vh01n she had given her hand. Of 

the decease of his father he had 

like,vise been infonned. 
Notwithstanding the opinion of 

the physicians, l\lr. Orford lingered 

long enough after he had witnessed 

the 1narriag~ of his daughter, to fold 

to his anns his little grandchild; and 

six 1nonths afterwards he paid the 

debt of nrrture, fully satisfied w~th 

the choice his darling had 1nade for 

herself, and happy in the conscious 

felicity of not having, by a foolish 

mnbition, 1narred the con1fort of tvvo 

people so dear to each other. 
The whole of his large property 

he left to ilr. Th01npson, with the 

exception of a fe,v legacies to ser­

yants, so1ne particular friends in 
England. 
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England, and a. handsome re1nen1-
brance of his sister. It was his w hiin 
that his death should not be an­
nounced to these friends till his son 
and daughter could themselves con­
vey the jntelligence; though he was 
aware it ,vould be long before they 
could do so, having a rnultiplicity 
of business to settle ere they could 
leave the 1-V est Indies. 

When this was arranged, affairs of 
importance called 1\-!r. Thompson to 
Denmark. His wife accon1panicd 
him, and it was on their voyage 
from thence to England that the me­
lancholy catastrophe occurred which 
we have already related. 

Lady Percival wept over the let­
ter of her deceased brother; and 
when she recollecte? the ~1apless 

fa.te 

I fate 
still 
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fate of her niece, her fears flowed 
still 1nore abundantly. She deter-
1nined to be a mother to her child, 
·whose relationship to the young Per­
civals, though it gave them pleasure 
to learn, did not in any degree 
increase their regard, for the in­
teresting little stranger already pos­
~essed their whole hearts, and even 
"\\rilliam was active when engaged 
in contributing to her amusement. 
They rejoiced, howeYer, most sin­
cerely·when they found she ·was to be 
a constant inmate of their family. 

l\I r. Thompson seemed so entirely 
unwilling to leave the spot which 
contained the remains of his En1n1a­
a spot he visited very frequently, and 
~o unequal, in the present ~tate of 
his spirit--;. to arrange nny business, 

that 
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that Sir Richard PerciYal hi1nself 
undertook a journey to London, in 
order to obvintc the necessity of his 
friend's doing it. 

On his return ho1nc, he found a 
visible alteration for the ·worse in the 
health of the still-disconsolate wi­
dolvcr. A decline ,vas the conse­
quence of constant depression of 
8pirits ; and he see1ned to welcon1e 
the approach of death as a blessing, 
for be felt it would reunite hi1n to 
his lost treasure-. 

The hours of sickness -were soothed 
by the kind attentions of his nc,vly­
discovercd relatives; and though he 
often ·wept over his little girl, yet he 
felt truly gTatcfnl to l)rovidencc 
for having giYen her friends and pro­
tectors of who1n he had seen enough 

to 
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to be assured she might look up to 
them for support and advice in every 
situation of life. 

A few days before the awful 
change took place, he delivered to 
Sir Richard Percival a ·will ·which he 
had just executed, and in -v,hich he 
told him he had ventured to offer 
himself and his Lady a s1nall tribute 
of gratitude and esteem. 

" 1\1 y Em1na," he said, " I leave 
wholly to your care. Her fortune 
will be im111ense; and should she, at 
some distant period, be inclined to 
bestow it on either of your sons, let 
no false delicacy, my dear friend, 
because theirs may not be so large, 
induce you to repress the wish;­
on the contrary, I ·would have you 
cherish it all in your po,ver, for re~ 

E memQer; 
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n1en1ber, 'I no,v assure you 1nost 
earnestly, that, had 1ny life been 
spared till E1nn1a "ras of an age to 
nrnrry, it ·would ha,·c been n1y fer­
vent desire to have seen her u11ited 
to her £rst and. an1iable protector 
II eury, or to his no-less ,,·orthy and 
open-hearted brother." 

.A. very short time after tliis ecn­
versation had passed, l\Ir. 'fhon1pson 
becmne gradually ·worse, and lie 
breathed his last sjgh in the ar111s of 
Sir Richard Percival, ·who 1<)l10\\~C'd 
hi1n to the graYe ·with n1vurnful ~en­
satjon~ indeed, but with so perfoct 
a conYiction that his earthly pros­
pects of happiness were entirely oh­
scnrcd, that he ratter r~joiced at lits 
early relcnsc frmn n11~ei-y, than la-
1nented hir, untinie]y fate . .,, 

rr } ·1, le 
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The orphaned E1nma no,v claimed 

his particular care, and that of his 

excellent Lady. They superintend-

ed the1nselves the present studies of 

their_ children, and allo·wed the little 

girl, for s01ne ti1ne at least, to be­

co1ne the pupil of Henry. She re­
,,·ardcd his assiduous attention to her 

iinprove111ent by steady application · 

and quick apprehension; and he ,vas 

quite proud of the rapid progress she 

n1ade. 
l\Iarianne continued to love her us 

a sister; and no envy, no petulance 

on either side weakened their regard. 

They often ·walked, accon1panied by 

the brothers, to the cottage of honest 
l\lartin. 

His ready attendance on Henry 
to the beach, and his active and hu-

E 2 mane 
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inane exertions when arrived there, 
bad not been forgotten by him, and 
he often expatiated on the subject to 
his father. 

The circumstance had been men­
tioned likewise to l\1r. Thompson, 
·whose benevolence soon enabled the 
poor man to make his cottage, in his 
own eyes, a little paradise. 

It was now guarded in every part 
fron1 bad weather; and the ·white­
washed walls, well-ranged cups and 
:,aucers on the chi1nney-piece, with 
the neatly-sanded floor, and comfort­
able fire, exhibited a striking and 
pleasing contrast to the appearance 
it had formerly displayed. 

The liberal purse ofE1nma, ,vhen 
she became old enough to have a 
handsome allowance, supplied con1-

forts 

I ., 
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fo1;ts indeed· to all ,vho ·were within 
reach of her beneYolence ; and Lady 
Percival delighted to encourage such 
a 1node of disposing of that abun-
dance ·which she possessed. -

Her gaiety and vivacity seemed ~n 
u11failing source of pleasure to her­
self and friends; and these were sel­
d01n checked, except when the· re­
l}1e1nbrance of her parents occup1ed 
her n1ind. 

Often· ·would she ask of Henry 
every 1niriutc particular of their ~ate, 
and her O-\Vll deliverahce from the 
stonn, and as often pour forth her . 
gratitude to hi1n and his parents in 
tears and tender e1~dearn1ents; nor 
did she ever forget on snch oecasions 
to offer her fervent thanks to Hea­
ven li1te,vise. 

E3 
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Sir Richard Percival's was truly 
~ famfly of love; and the separations 
that the improvement of their chil­
dren 'in time rendered necessary seem­
ed the only trial they had to sustain. 

,In the co\1rse ofyea~s ~1:t. Thomp­
son's wish was accomplished, and 
Henry, in the possession of Emma, 
received the full reward of t11at ac­
tive benevolence, noble generosity, 
and ready humanity, that had always 
been the leading traits in his cha­
!acter; for her fortune, united with 
his own, enabled him to exercise all 
these virtues in the fullest extent. 

BEAUTY 
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'' \V IlA.T a contrast!'; exclaimed 

) ·Irs. Sedley, as she parted fro1n her 

god-daughters, 1'1arif\ ancl Charlotte 

Ilastings, who hau. been introduced 

to her for the first tinie; " I can 

scarcely believe it possible thc\t they 

are twins; the one is loveliness in its 

fairest fonn-thc other has 11ot an 

exterior charn1." 
, Vhen ·we describe the yonng la­

dies who had 1nade this unc{prnl i1n~ 

pression on the rnin_d of their ne·w 
acCJ.,11 :1 i1,1tancc, 
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acquaintance, her exclmnation will 
scarcely appear extraordinary. 

i,raria, ""rho lvas the senior of her 
sister only a few hours, ·was, ·we 
might ahnost venture to say, a per­
fect beauty; her fonn light and ele­
gant, and her hair, flowing in na­
tural ringlets on her neck and sboul­
de~·s, gave an appearance to her 
figure entirely sylphlike. Kor ,vere 
the charn1s of her face less attractive 
than those of her pctson. I-Ier eyes, 
that s01nctin1es sparkled with pecu­
liar lustre throu uh the <Ylossv auburn b h .I 
locks that waved on her fair fure11f'ad, 
v;-ere nf the cfarLest Llue. 1vhi1st 
thefr long sjlJ.·c11 lashes gaye to the1n 
an cxpressio~1 t:·u 1y soft and fen1inine. 
The b1oon1 of the ~~)plc-Lloss01n "~as 
rivaHed b~.y the flEe c ulonr in her ., 

Cl ,oe1J- • "-~ \.) 

th'E. 

-•llllll 

\ 
~nea 



BEAUTY AND DEFORMITY. 45 

cheek ; and her teeth ·were of the 
most transparent whiteness. 1~ot 
even the frowns of l\1aria could 
wholly deprive her countenance of 
attraction ; but in her sn1ilcs there 
was fascination. 

To the external appearance of her 
sister, Nature had indeed been very 
sparing of her favours. Iler person 
was unusually din1inutivc, and a 
habit of stooping, that had been ac­
quired from weakness and ill health, 
gave it ahnost the look of deforinity. 
Her complexion was pale and sallow; 
and her dark eyes, which ·would 
haYe been otherwise really expres­
sive, were rendered unpleasing by a 

hun1our that had fixed in the eye­
lids. Added to all this, that enemy 
of beauty, the s1nall-pox, had made 

dreadful 
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dreadful ravages on her countenance, 
which, indeed, but for this miser­
able disease, might baye equalled 
that of her sister, though in a per­
fectly different style of loveliness. 

Both the children had been inocu­
lated at an early period of life; and 
,vhilst one got over the con1plaint 
without suffering n1ore than a trifling 
inconvenience fr01n it, the other not 
only lost her beauty, but, what -r\·n;; 
1nore unfortunate, was rnaterially in­
jured in her constitution. 

The 1nother of these girls had 
fonned at school a friendship -with 
l\Iiss Howard, n1ore strong than the 
generality of such attachn1ents usu­
ally are, and infinitely 1nore lasting 
also. She 111arried n1uch earlier in 
µfe than her young friend, who, 

being 
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being an orphan, ,vas pennitted by 

her guardians, at her own particular 

request, to reside with 11:r. and ~1rs. 

!lastings. 
The character of the gentleman in 

whose house she bad fixed her abode 

was cnnfonnablc to every precept his 

doctrines enforced, and he ·was one 

of the brightest orna111ents of th~ 

sacred profession he ha<l chosen. 

Heuer.th his roof Thiaria IIo\\'anl en­

j o;,-ed n1ore real happiness than. in 

1.P1y of the sp1enclicl scenes she ·was 

aftennffds called to adorn. 

This lrnppiness, however, was not of 

Yery long continuance. The young 

hdv attracted the re<,·c1rd of the se-
• LJ 

l'ond son of ~Ir. Scdlcy, a rich na-

bob, who resided within hve1ve 111iles 

of tbe purs\)1rnge .. Hel· own fortune 
wus 
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·was considerable ; and their attach­
tnen t being mutual, no obstacle i1n­
peded their union. 

After witnessing the birth ofl\1aria 
and Charlotte Hastings, and ans1,ver­
ing for the111 at the font, l\laria Ho-w­
ard gave her hand to Henry Sedley. 

She soon consented to go abroad 
·with him, as his father had pro­
cured hin1 a very lucrative situation 
in the East Indies. The only re­
gret l\Irs. Sedley experienced in 
leaving her native country, ·was the 
5eparation fro1n her valued friend, 
:\Irs. I-lastings. They corresponded 
regularly till the death of the latter; 
nnd after that event took place, 1'.f r. 
I-lastings himself frequently ,vrote 
to the long-esteen1ed co1npanion of 
his lamented wife. 

Henrv 
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I-Ienry Sedley's constitution suf­

fered so n1aterially fron1 the heat of 

an eastern cliinate, that, after havi.ng 

resided there t\velve years, he deter­

mined to return to England. But 

,vhile his affairs ·were arranging, in 

order to do this as quickly as pos­

sible, -.1 '"' unfortunate young man 

lost his '-'e frorn the effects of a se­

vere colc which had brought on a 

fever, and an iufl~n1n1ation 011 the 

lungs. 
l\Iaria Sedley, still loYely in per-

son, captivating in nianners, and 

possessed of an ainple fortune, im-

1nediately ei11b&rked for her native 

land ; and on her arrival there, after 

having paid a fe,v necessary visits to 

the relatives of her husband, she 

gladly left London and all its fasci-

F nating 
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nating pleasures, to take possession 
of the villa near J\Ir. Hastings, which 
she had prevailed on her father-in­
lavv to allow her to purchase, as she 
found it lvas no longer a favourite 
residence with hi1n. To her, ho,v­
ever, it was endeared by a thousand 
tender recollections ; and its vicinity 
to the house of her old friend, for 
·whon1 she felt a sisterly regard, \vas 
not the ]east of its rec01n1nendations. 

To this gentlen1an she paid a very 
early visit, accompanied by an un-
111arried sister of l\ir. S0dley's, 1,v horn 
she had persuaded to reside ,vith her, 
and 1,vhose good sense and acc01n­
plisl11ncnts rendered her a truly-de­
sirable con1pa11ion. She was by no 
111eans a young wonian ; and there­
fore the retired way of lifr, her slster-

n1~ 
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in-la,v adopted ·was the less objec­

tionable. 
The first 111eeting behveen !\Irs. 

Sedley and l\Ir. Hastings V{as an ex­

tre111ely painful one; in succeeding 

intervie,,'s, however, the n1elancholy 

recollections of each becaine softened, 

and their intercourse ·was very fre-

quent. 
l\lrs. Sedlcy's god-daughters were 

both at school when she first settled 

in their father's neighbourhood; but 

she obtained his pro1nise that their 

next vacation should be spent with 

her, for she ,vas particularly fon<l. of 
I 

the society of young people, and 

1neant, if she found the girls pleasant, 

to try and prevail on i\Ir. Hastings 

to pennit the1n to n1ake a longer 

yisi t than their holidays ,vould allow; 
F 2 and 
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and this she had little fear of doing, 
as she intended to assure hi111 their 
irnproven1ent should not be neglect­
ed. 

She really looked fonvanl ·whh 
great pleasure to their arrival at the 
Grove, as she wished to repay to 
the daughters son1e part of the debt 
of gratitude she o-wed their larnented 
n1other, for her kindness at a ti1ne 
when she most ,vanted it. 

At the beginning of this little tale, 
the young ladies had been first in­
troduced to l\:frs. Sedley, ,vho \Vas 
reaJly so 111uch captivated by the 
uncon1n1011 beauty of her na1nesake, 
that it occurred to her she should 
feel pleased in adopting her wholly ; 
and by introducing her in a fe,v 
years to that circle ·where her loveli~ 

ness 
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ness ,vould shine 1nost conspicuou~ly, 

be the 111eans, perhaps, of n1aking 

her fortune. This was, ho,vever, 

hut the thought of a 1noment, for 

there was a kind of injustice in it 

to the other poor little creature, of 

v:hich her nature was not cupable. 

The ladies all 111et again at dinner, 

and the charms of l\Iaria, if possible, 

appeared to still greater advantage. 

1'Irs. nnd T\!iss Sedley, though kind 

r.nd attcntiYe to both the sisters, cer­

tain1 y noticed her the n1ost ; and as 

she ,,·as really a good- hu1noured, 

liYc1y: 2-nd c1eYcr !-_;id, tbough son1e­

wbat spoiled by the praise. she had 

too oftcE hc2rd 1aYi~hcd on her per­

son. they were extremely ,,Tell sutis-

iii..d " .: th her nrnnncrs. 

l~latcd. indeed, 1>y the nrn.rkcd 
1~ 3 attentions. 
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attentions she received, lVIaria exert­
ed all her powers of pleasjng. Poor 
Charlotte sa·w these n1arked atten­
tions likewise, but saw thc1n ,vithout 
envy; on the contrary, she rejoiced at 
the prepossession of their ne,v friend 
in favour of her sister, ,"110, in the 
course of the evening, after having 
played a fe,v easy lessons on the 
piano-forte, called on her to accon1-
pany her in a song. This she in­
stantly did, and exercised aJI 11cr 
skill to give the voice of l\Iaria every 
possible advantage. ~Irs. Scdlcy, 
herself a proficient in n1usic, ·was in­
deed astonished at her style of play­
ing, in \Yhich ,vcre happily blended 
rapid execution and accurate judg­ment . 

• , PC'rhnps you sing too," said lvirs. 
Se<lley; 

Se 

D 
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Sedley ; " if so, 1ny dear, favour. us 
with an air." 

Diffident of her own abilities, 
she -emnplied with evident ti1nidity, 
though without hesitation ; and not 
only surprised, but delighted her 
auditors by the exquisite feeling 
and ad111irable taste w·hich she dis­
played. 

" Has your sister learned to play 
and sing as long as you have?" in~ 
qu1red l\liss Sedley. 

The answ'"er ·was an affirinative. 
" I should not have thought so," 

replied the inquirer; "though I do 
not n1ean to say she does not play 
very prettily." 

Charlotte ob~rved the face of 
l\Iaria was covered '-'rith blushes; and 
ren1arked, with as 1nuch modesty as 

good 
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good hun1our, that she had devoted 
a great deal the 111ost ti1ne to it;­
" for," she added, ,vith a sigh, "n1y 
ill health led n1e to seek every 
a.n1usernent of this kind, lvhile n1y , 
young cornpanions v,rerc differently 
eugaged; and I an1 sure, had n1y 
sister been as 1nnch in the habit of 
practising as I have, she ·would have 
played quite as difficult lessons as I 
do." 

Neither the blushes of niaria, nor 
the an1iable lnunility of Charlotte, 
passed unnoticed by the ladies. ?\In. 
Sedley professed herself to be a strict 
i1n e8tigator of character. The youth­
fnl 1nind s:1e delighted n1orc parti­
cula-rly to 1nakc her study; and she 
could not l1elp thinking that n1ortified 
v~mity had crin1soned the cheek of 

one 
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one of her god-daughters, whilst 
the 1notives that had influenced 
the different oonduct of the other 
were highly honourable both to her 
head and heart. 

The young people went early to 
rest, and the hvo friends 1nade then1 
the subject of conversation till they 

i the1nselves retired. 
'· l\Iy beautiful favourite:;" said 

~Irs. Sedley, "is certainly by no 
n1eans so clever as her sister ; and, by 
the bye, it is a great pity that poor 
little girl has not fewer personal de~ 
:fects, for she r2ally see1ns extren1ely 
amiable." 

" Those very defects,'' replied ~Iiss 
Sedley, "may have been .-:\e 1neans 
of rendering her both e~ irnable and 

a accomplished,; and ~!aria, with half 
the 
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the beauty she now possesses, ·would 
possibly have learned a great deal 
111ore than she has done." 

l\1iss Sedley -vvas perfectly right in 
her conjecture. Conscious of her 
own attractions, because flattered and 
·praised by 1nany indiscreet people, 
l\1aria found that she pleased lvithout 
·taking pains to do so; and setting 
too high a value on ,vhat gained her 
general acl1niration, she ,vas less se­
dulous in acquiring other char1ns. 
In dancing she certainly excelled, hav­
ing been told by her French governess 
that her person never appeared to so 
much advantage as ,vhen exhibited 
in a re-el. Notwithstanding all this, 
her errors v,cre certainly venial; for 
they ,vere rnerely the errors of a 
routhful 1nind led astray by vanity. 

~\ccusto1ned 
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Accusto1necl to praise, she felt son1e­
thing painful in sharing it with 
other~. Her abilities too ·were by 

> 

no means c01nn1on ones ; but, for 
the reasons already stated,. she had 
not cultivated them as she ought to 
have done. 

Charlotte, , on the contrary, ·well 
aware, fr01n the few attentions she 
ever received, and the little notice 
she excited, that on her talents only 
she 1nust depend to render herself 
pleasing, neglected no opportunities 
of gaining inforn1ation, or irnproving 
in those acco1nplishments she ·was 
pursuing; and she soon discoverecl 
that though an1ongst strangers she 
attracted no admiration, and called 
fo1th no eulogiu1ns, as her sister did, 
she could yet n1ake herself equally 

beloved 
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beloved by those around her, fron1 
constantly preserving good humpur, 
and· performing for them a thousand 
little offices of kindness. 

It was indeed truly gratifying to 
her feelings, ·when she beheld the 
tears of her young companions, even 
on parting ·with her for the holidays, 
as they were, she thought, the most 
convincing proofs she could receive 
of their attachment. 

From the time :he visit to their 
god-mother ,vas projected, each of 
the girls had looked forward to it 
with delight ; and its beginning 
seemed to promise as much pleasure 
as they had either of then1 anticipat­
ed. 

Maria \Vas charmed with the gran­
deur of the house. the splendour of 

the 
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the furniture, the extent and beauty 
of the grounds and gardens, and, 
above all, with the notice and parti­
cular attention she had received fr01n 
the 1nistress of the fair domains. 

Her sister ,vas no less happy in 
the idea of having it in her poi.ver to 
pursue all her favourite studies ancl 
amuse1nents. She looked upon l\'.lrs. 
Sedley as a superior kind of being ; 
the easy elegance of her manners 
excited her ada1iratio11, but the be­
nevolence that beained in her s1nile, 
ana her affability and condescension 
to all around her, awakened a softer 
senti1nent, lYhilst the playful viva­
city that son1ctimes n1arked her con­
versation led the \Yay to confidencej 
and banished reserve . 

. A.s every succeeding day seemed 
G to 



62 DEADTY AXD DEFORMITY. 

to establish n1ore fully all these sen­
ti1nents in the n1ind of Charlotte, so 
every succeeding day raised her in 
the opinion of l\Irs. Sedley. Passion­
ately foncl of poetry, this lady was 
delighted to perceive a sin1ilarity of 
sen ti1nen t in this respect existed bc­
t,vccn thc1n. She hs.d discovered 
this one _day in searching for a beau­
tiful passage in one of her 1nost fa­
vourite :authors. Charlotte caine in 
at the 1n01nent, and on being askul 
!f she . :recollected the lines in q ues­
tion, repented the1n in a 111anner so 
unaffected, and with an en1phasis so 
judicious, that they appeared to )Irs. 
Sedley 1nore denghtful than ever. 

" .You never told 1ne, n1y love," 
said she, " that poetry hacl been 
an1ongst the nu1nber of your studies." 

"T did 

I, 
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" I did not know," r_eplied her 

god-daughter, " that you so 1nuch 

adn1ired it; and 1ny father, who first 

gave n1e a relish for its beauties; al~ 

,vays advised n1e to conceal n1y taste 

for it, till accidentally called fo1-th, 

lest by indulging it perhaps too fre­

quently, it n1ight becon1e tireson1e 

to others." 
" There is no chance that you.-will 

do so, ho,vever," said ·her friend ; 

" for there is n1ore novelty in your 

character than in that of any y01\ng 

person I know." 
Fron1 this ti1n·e Chm·lotte "·as 

often dcpu ted to read to the party as 

they worked. 'rhcir 1nornings in­

deed were generally spent either in 

this way or at the piano-forte ; and 

evC>n ~laria acquired a higher relisl_1 
c: 2 for 
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for these an1usements than she had 
ever before experienced. 

Notwithstanding this, she sa1v. 
spite of the beauty ·which she "Tas 
conscious had at first 1nade so strong 
an i1npression on l\lrs. Sedlcy, that 
the society of her sister ·was 1nore 
courted than her Olvn, and it requir­
ed all the skilful management of the 
forn1er to keep her perfectly in good 
humour, for she ·was too fond of re­
ceiving attentions, not to regret the 
loss of them. 

A dance, ho-wever, that their god­
n1other had pro111ised to giye the1n 
0n their next birthday, when they 
'Would attain the age of fourteen, put 
her in high spirits ; and nothing else 
was thought, talked, or drea1nt of, 
till it arrived. 

All 
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All the young people in the neigh .. 

bourhood were invited; and no little 

gala, either jn town or country, vras 

ever 111ore elegantly 111anagcd, or 

contrived ·with greater skill than this. 

l\Irs. Sedley, ·who delighted in seeing 

·young folks happy, and whose taste 

\\'as of no co1111non kintl, spared nei­

ther cxpence nor trouble in orna­

n1cntjng the apartn1cnts designed for 

the pnrpo~c, in sucb u ·n-ay as n1ight 

at once chann ~rnd ~1~to11ish her guests. 

·v-aricgated lmnps of the n10st bril­

lia11t colours ,rcrc disper::-:C'd about 

the rooms, ·while a variety of bean­

tifnl H.owers, fanC'.ifuLy entwined 

an1ob2:~t thc1n. !.,:·ave a ycry striking: 
(._; • (.. .. C..J 

effoct to the whuk. \vl1ich being rc.-

£~etcd i:1 in1n1c1:se mirrors on every 

c.: 3 ~idc-, 
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side, rendered it quite a scene of en­
chantment. 

In the hall leading to the ball-
~ room, an avenue was forrned of 

greenhouse plants, the largest that 
could be selected; and these were 
placed so judiciously, that the party, 
on their first entrance, passed through 
a continued fragrant bower, into 
which very little light was ad1nitted, 
that the contrast of the gaily-orna-
1nented suite of apartn1ents 1night 
appear still 1nore brilliant, 

The opinion of both the girls had 
been consultecl :n arranging all this; 
but Charlotte v;as by £1.r the abler 
assistant in the business: and received 
due praise f.'Jr it .. vd1en the visitors 
¼·ere con'!rnending- the ele~ranre of ~ II,:; '- .... 

the 
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the idea, and the excellence of its 
execution. 

On this occasion, however, Maria 
certainly presided as the little en, 
chantress of the fairy scene. All 
eyes gazed at her with admiration; 
· and as l\1rs. Sedley herself followed 
her light steps in the mazy windings 
of the sprightly dance, she still 
thought her the loveliest creature she 
had ever seen, though she did not 
esthnute her beauty quite so highly 
as she had fonnerl y done . 

.. A11 the young gentlemen of the 
party ·were an1bitious of gaining the 
hand of 1Irs. Sedley's fair god-daugh­
ter, ·who, lrn,lf wild with pleasure, 
and elated ,,·1th the adnlation she re­
ceived, laugLed, chatteredl and dan, 
eed ,vith ~is 1n:.1.ny as sl-\e could. 

Ch.arlotte., 
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Charlotte, in the meantin1e,. ·was 
quite in the background; she dan­
ced, indeed, but it ,vas with those 

.very little girls wbo wanted part­
ners. · She acquitted herself, ho,\r­

. ever, m1tch better than she had eyer 
_do11e on any sin1i1ar occasion. 

She was now in good health, and 
her spirits were : unusually e1enttrd , 
she enjoyE?d q1e sce11c, thcrefc)rP, cx­
tre1nely ; an<l her partial fr.iE:-11c1 de­
clared she did tl1c stepr; nearly ns 
·well as .her• sister, though her :figure, 
it must be owned, could not set tlwr:.1 
Dff to so much advantage. 

Anxious to bring forwan1 her now 
ded.<led favourite, the mistress of the 
revels, aftc:i· the yom.g people had 
been refreshed.with a variety of good 

. :things, served 1n a sty le of the ' ' 

grcate~;t 
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greatest elegance, proposed, before 
the dancing again c01n1nenced, that 
they should have a little 1nusic. 

This was readily agreed to ; and 
·when several ladies had played, who 
were reckoned good performers, lVIrs­
Sedley led Charlotte to the instru .. 
1nent, and requested her to give 
them one of those lively and animat .. 
ed airs ,vhich she thought best adapt­
ed for the occasion, and most likely 
to excite general attention. 

This she immediately did, and the 
design was fully answered. Univer. 
sal ad1niration followed; and when 
she ,vas prevailed on to sing likewise, 
all ·was rapturous delight. Indeed 
there ,vere very few of the girls who 
heard her that did not envy her ta .. 
lents, and very fe,v of their parents 

who 
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who did not ·wish their children to 
excel as much as she did. 

Though wished· by son1e to con­
tinue at the piano-forte, yet a,vare 
that others ,vould think tbe ti1ne 
passed heavily till they returned to 
the dancing-room, she deQlined doing 
so, though ,V'ith the · greatest good 
hun1our. And there was so 111uch 
of this quality, as ,vell as 1nodesty, 
displayed in her general n1anners, 
that even those who felt n1ost inclin­
ed to envy her accon1plislnnents and 
abilities, could not help adn1iring 
and estee1ning her; for those accon1-
plish1nents "\\ ere not ostentatiously 
displayed, and those abilities neither 
rendered her vain nor presun1ing. 

vVhen she again joined the dance, 
r;he 1net with a vast deal more atten­

tion 
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tion than she had done at first ; and 
llOVl as 1nany partners "rere at her 
c01n1nand as had been before at her 
sister's; vd1ilst her liveliness, evident 
desire to oblige, and constant good 
hu1nour, 1nade every one wonder 
they had so long neglected her. 

The happy party separated at no 
very early hour, all highly delight­
ed ·with tl.leir evening's a1nnsen1ent. 
}\'Iany of then1 rc1nai11ed at the Grove 
that night; and the next day, ·with 
several succeeding ones, likewise 
"·ere again devoted to pleasure, and 
every kind of juvenile sport. 

1\ll. this tin1e l\Iaria thought her­
self in fairy land; and her sister, ·who 
·was arnong the first to pron1ote ftin. 
gaictr, and frolic, "·as ahYays first 
<·onsultcd as to ·what should be the 

an1usen1ent 
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amusement of the hour; for she ge­
nerally decided in such a ,vay as sa~ 
tisfiecl all parties. 

At length, however, they were 
left to then1selves, and Charlotte re­
turned to her accuston1ed e1nploy-
1nents ,vith renovated glee. Her 
first lcisi:re 1nornents ·were devoted 
to visiting the cottages of those to 
,vhon1 she had been in the habit of 
conveying, at her o,Yn particular re­
quest, the kind. boun(y of ~Irs. Sed­
le f, and of giving intelligence to her 
of what her pensioners n1ost required. 

Her n1anner of giving it had al­
ways rendered the gift n1orc valuable; 
m~d her soft, cmwiliating manners 
had nm.de lier an 11nivcn;al favourite 
a111ong:,t a1l the poor people who 
knew her. 
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'l\!Iaria generally acco1npanied her 

in her charitable visits; but often 

thoughtless and inconsiderate, though 

by no means callous to distress of 

any kind, she ·wanted that attrac­

tive gentleness, so conspicuous in the 

whole deportinent of her sister, and 

·which had frequently gained her the 

appellation of angel, ·whPn the other~s 

'J)eauty had failed to c ·cite even a 

,vord of approbation. 
Thirs. Sedley had been for s01ne 

·weeks earnestly engaged in complet­

ing a work, which had not 1nerely 

taken up a large portion of tin1e, but 

had served to depress her spirits con­

siderably. This was the ornamental 

part of an obelisk, that she meant 

to have erected in an elegant little 

pavilion that stood in a very retired 
H part 
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part of the grounds belonging to the 
Grove. 

It was to be dedicated to the n1e­
mory of her deceased and lamented 
Henry, with whmn, in this very 
spot, she had enjoyed many hours 
of almost unalloyed felicity. 

The design was beautifully simple, 
and was fully equalled in the execu­
tion, as far as this was yet carried. 
The ba£e of the obelisk ,vas of the 
most polished 1narble, and an urn of 
exquisite work1nanship ,vas placed 
at the top. For its four sides l\1rs. 
Sedley ,vas painting devices expres­
si ;e, in so1ne degree. of her o-wn 
history ;-two of these were already 
co1npleted, and she had nearly finish­
ed a third. 

The first represented a landscape, . 
lH 
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in which the whole face of nature 

seemed to wear a s1nile. The beams 

of the sun gave a bright glow to the 

foliage, and reflected in the unruffled 

waves of a clear and calm river a lit­

tle pinnace, that was lightly float­

ing on its surface, and ,vhich was 

ornamented with gay streamers. On 

the foregTound stood the Ten1ple of 

H y1nen ; and the deity hi1nself, ar­

rayed in purple vestments, was light­

ing his torch, and beckoning to a 

young couple, just distinguished in 

the distance, though evidently ap­

proaching his sacred altar. 
On the next space Love ,vas por­

trayed keeping alive the torch of 

Hymen, and conducting a female 

figure to a vessel that ,vas at anchor 
H 2 lil 
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in a fine bay. Its sails were spread, 
and it seemed ready to put to sea at 
a n1oment's notice : the lady appear­
ed to be taking a parting look at the 
scenes she was going to quit, but, 
resting on her c01npanion and guide, 
her countenance shewed no marks 
of reluctance. 

On the reverse of the ffrst di vision 
of the obelisk the same landscape ·was 
represented as in that, but the sce­
nery was totally changed ;-no sun­
beams gilded the surrounding objects, 
but dark clouds obscured the sky, 
and a te1npest seemed to have torn 
up n1any of the trees; the river ,vas 
swelled to a great height, and the 
little pinnace, b(fore so gaily deco­
rated with colours, ,vas now dismast-

ed, 

ea 
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ed, and almost sinking beneath the 

"'aves, appeared as if nearly shatter­

ed by the storn1. 
Instead of the temple of Hymen, 

a tomb ,vas raised, over which the 

melancholy cypress waved its dark 

branches. Love ·was weeping uear ; 

his torch had fallen to the ground, 

and was quite extinguished. 

iirs. Scdley l1ad yet to finish the 

shading of the t01nb, and the figure 

of a female dejectedly reclining upon 

it; but this seemed to her no very 

easy task : and Charlotte had so of­

ten seen her shedding tears oyer this 

last picture, so descriptive of her 

o,vn situation!l that she could not 

help sincerely wishing the whole 

,vork ·was done, that her kind bene­

factress might be saved fro1n any 
H 3 more 
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more painful recollections, which her 
e1nployment so naturally awakened. 

l\tirs~ Sedley and her sister, with 
their young visitors, ,vere engaged 
to spend a few days at the house of 
a friend, who lived at no very great 
distance; but Charlotte thought, if 
she COLJ.ld possibly get excused fron1 
going, it ·would afford her an excel­
lent opportunity of filling up the 
only ren1aining space of the obelisk, 
Vi'ith some design that would be ap .. 
prnpriate to the other three. 

To this task she trusted her ta­
lents i11 dr8.wing ,vere fully adequate; 
and when ~he thought ho1v much 
her beloved l\Jrs. Sedleyis spirits had 
SPffercd, whilst ellgaged in paying . 
this tri!Jute to the n1emory of her 
pnsband, she could not resist the 

earnest 
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earnest inclination she felt to spare 

the sensibility of her friend any far~ 

ther trial, and c01nplete the work 

herself; particularly as an artificer 

fro1n to,vn ,vas engaged to c01ne, at 

a very early period, in order to erect 

it in the pavilion already mentioned. 

,vith this plan in her mind, she 

begged ~lrs. Sedley to leave her at 
ho1ne ·while she made her promised 

visit. But to this proposal she could 

gain no assent, till she so earnestly 

requested to remain at the Grove, on 

the plea of ill health, that she ,yas at 

length permitted to do so, and the 

ladies departed without her; her 

god1nother, for the fir~t time, feeling 

a little displeased with her favourite, 

,Yho$e conduct she co_uld not help 
U1inking 
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thinking rather inconsistent and ca­
pricious. 

The very mo1nent she had left the 
house, Charlotte commenced her 
e1nploy1nent most eagerly, and was 
so indefatigable, that the evening 
before the party returned, she had 
completed her undertaking. 

Delighted ·with its success, she 
welco1ned ho1ne her friends in high 
spirits ; and ~Irs. Seclley observed 
with an arch s1nile, that her health 
see111ed fully recovered during their 
absence. She added, ho·wever, with 
great good lnnnour-" Though I 
·\,Tas certainly very 111uch disappoint­
ed, my dear girl, by your not ac­
cornpanying n1e in n1y visit, after 
having engftgetl you should do so, 
yet as you have so few, so very few 

v{hiins, 
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whims, it is but fair they should now 
and then be indulged." 

Charlotte thanked her friend for 
her kind consideration in the same 
rallying way ; and ,vas highly grati­
fied, when, in the course of the 
evening, she overheard her declare 
to l\iiss Sedley, that she really dread­
ed returning to her n1elancholy em­
ployn1ent the next morning. 

" But finished in a ,veek," she 
added, "it must absolutely be; and 
I n1ust endeavour to conquer feel­
ings that overpo,ver 1ny better judg­
ment. Though I believe, had I 
guessPd how 1nuch I should have 
tried them, I scarcely think I should 
have had resolution to begin the 
task." 

Our young artist slept little all 
nighti 
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night, so anxious was she that her 
sche1ne, and the execution of it like­
,vise, should meet with the approba .. 
tion of her godmother. She thought 
it would never be day light, and wel­
comed the first beams of the sun 
v1ith joy. 

She arose early, and ·waited the 
su1nmons to breakfast ·with solicitude 
and impatience, as she -well kne,v ere 
that time her 1notive for declining 
the visit would be discovered. 

J.\,lrs. Sedley, indeed, had desired 
not to be called so late as usual, as 
she ·wished to c01nmence her em­
ployment before breakfast. She went 
for this purpose to the roo1n where 
she constantly painted, and seated 
herself by the division of the obelisk 
that yet, as she supposed, ren1ained 

unfinished. 
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unfinished. Every thing appeared 
just in the state she had left them; 
for easel, brushes, and colours, ·were 
exactly in their places, and not even 
her chair seemed removed. But 
what was her astonishment when, in 
raising the papers that covered her 
drawing, she beheld the piece com­
pleted, and completed in the most 
masterly style. The figure she had 
sketched was likewise shaded, and 
its features, she instantly perceived, 
bore a striking resemblance to her 
own. 

"This n1ust be the work of ma­
gic !" she exclain1ed with rapture ; 
"ho,v beautifully touched ! how ex-­
quisitely finished !" 

But her delight and surprise were 
comparatively small to what she felt 

when, 
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,vhen, 011 turning to the other side 
of the obelisk, she discovered the 
only re1naining vacancy ·was also 
filled up. The same landscape as 
had been represented by her o,vn 
pencil on the first and third space, 
was again delineated here; but nei­
ther in the bright glowing hues and 
gay features that marked the one, 
nor the dark glo01ny colours and de­
solated scenery that characterized the 
other ;-Autumn see1ncd to have 
mellowed the brilliant tints of the 
foliage, and sober Evening to have 
spread her mild beauties over the 
face of nature. A figure of Hope 
resting on an anchor, which was 
firn1ly fixed in a solid rock, that lift­
ed its majestic head even to the 
clouds> with her eyes raised to Hea-

ven, 
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ven, and one hand pointing upwards, 

completed the piece; and the more 

l\1rs. Sedley contemplated it, the 

more was she charn1ed with the ini­

mitable skill and execution of the 

artist, and the soothing ideas it ·was 

meant to convey to her n1ind : she 

gazed on it ,vith tears of n1elancholy 

pleasure. 
" Yes," she cried, " my ainiable 

Charlotte, for to you n1ust I be in­

debted for this proof of regard; Hope 

does indeed point the way to those 

seenes where I shall again meet 1ny 

sainted Henry!" 
She heard a soft sigh near her, 

and turning round, discovered Char­

lotte Hastings herself, who could no 

longer refr~in from seeking her pa-
I trcness, 
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troness, whose lengthened absence 
fro1n the breakfast-table had excited 
the curiosity of her sister-in-la-w. 

l\irs. Sedley folded her tenderly 
in her arins ; and the arniable girl 
received an ample reyvard for her ex .. 
ertions, in the ani1nated thanks and 
war1n eulogiums of her friend. 

" Ho,v delicate, how modest, how 
admirable has been your conduct, 
my love !" said she. " You forbore 
to offer me your assistance, but you 
have given it in a manner the most 
pleasing." 

" I was half afraid," replied the 
delighted Charlotte, " that I ,vas 
guilty of no s1nall degree of pre­
sumption, in taking the pencil from 
so able a hand as yours; but I Jvas 

induced 
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induced to do so, that your smiles 

might again gladden the hearts of 

those around you." 
A kiss of almost maternal affection 

spoke the gratitude of l\'.Irs. Sedley, 

who, when she carried l\1iss Sedley 

and 1\'laria to ,vitness what had so 

much gratified her heart, declared 

before them both, she could never 

bear to part with one who had given 

such strong and convincing proofs of 

her regard. 
This regard, indeed, on each side 

grew stronger every day ; and in the 

next visit l\lr. Hastings made to the 

Grove, for that gentleman had been 

a very frequent guest there during 

the stay of his daughters, after he 

pad mentioned his wish that they 

~hould soon return to the parsonage, 
1 2 having 
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having already been absent from 
hmne so long, l\Irs. Sedley proposed 
retaining Charlotte as her constant 
c01npan1on. 

The fond father had al ways been 
delighted with the apparent interest 
this lady had seemed to feel for both 
his girls, and had certainly thought it 
was not hnprobable she might take 
one of the1n entirely under her pro­
tection. 

\Vhen such an idea occu1Ted to 
hirn, he could not help being anxious 
that hey choice might fall on l\Iaria, 
whose extrerne beauty rendered a 
fen1ale protectress n1ore necessary to 
ht::r than to her sister, in whose good 
sense, and greater prudence likewise, 
he ·was well assured he 1night rely 
jn all situations ; at any rate, ~he 

would 
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would in the world be the least ex .. 

posed to temptation, and in retire~ 

ment, the most able to render it 

comfortable. 
These sentiments, however, he 

would by no means avovv to Mrs. 

Sedley, as he thought it unjust to 

do so, but begged her to refer the 

matter wholly to his daughter, with 

his full approbation of ,vhatever she 

might determine. 
Delighted at this, that lady im­

mediately sought her favourite, and 

repeated the conversation that had 

just passed behveen her and J.\tir. 

I-lastings. A glow of pleasure pass­

ed across the cheek of Charlotte, t·1t 

it ,vas succeeded by a flood of tears; 

and v.·ith a hesitating accent, a few 

1 ... 101!. .. a:ts aftenYards she declined 
I 3 availing 
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availing herself of the kind offer she 
had received. 

" I trust, 1ny dear Madam," said 
she, " you cannot attribute my re­
fusal to ·want of affection. Next to 
my father, I love and venerate you; 
but-but-" she added, with an em­
barrassed air, " if you ,vould change 
your plan, and take 1ny sister, I am 
sure you ·would find her all you 
could wish." 

"And ·why are you so earnest for 
your sister's residence here ?" in­
quired her companion with i1npatient 
curiosity. 

" For a long tii11e," replied Char­
lc tte seriously, " even 1ny thoughts 
have been known to you, and I ,\rill 
not conceal the1n now. Believe n1e, 
to live with you, to be ahvays near 

you, 
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you, and to watch your very looks, 

would n1ake me happy indeed; but 

to the lovely, the beautiful, and in­

experienced ~'!aria, your protection 

,vould be a yet greater blessing-­

it 1night save her fron1 those dangers, 

,vhich I have heard n1y father so 

often say are the bane of youthful 

happiness. Fron1 these the ho1neli­

ness of my person is a sufficient secu­

rity; and ,vhen I have said this, cun 

you ,vonder, n1y kind and respected 

friend, that I should be eager to 

make any sacrifice, ho-wever great, 

that 1night guard the sister I so ten­

derly love frorn 1nisfortune, and give 

tranquillity to the anxious bosom of 

a parent?'' 
" Generous, nob1 :i-n1inded girl!" 

said .1.,Irs. Sedley, ~' l 1nust leayc yo"tl 
for 
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for the present, in order to cmn-
1nunicate your wishes to your fa­
ther." 

"Your Charlotte is an angel, my 
dear Sir," said she, as she recounted 
to him this conversation ; " and both 
your girls must beco1ne my protegees; 
but re1nernber you are at full liberty 
to see that I manage the1n properly; 
and I trust their being inmates of 
my family will induce you to become 
jts very frequent visitor." 

Mr. Hastings- was no less charmed 
with Charlotte's conduct, than de­
lighted ,vith the decision it had 
caused. Such a guardian and friend 
as his children had gained, was u1-
iieed invaluable ; they ,\·ere ahnost 
as much also under his <Yin1 in11ne­
diate protection as if living at ho111e, 

and 
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and a weight of care see1ned remov­
ed from his mind ; for he had often 
looked forward ·with parental anxiety 
to the time he n1ust remove the1n 
from school-a time when the 1na­
ternal hand is so necessary to direct 
the steps of youth, and guide the1n 
in the paths of propriety. 

The fond and happy father re­
peatedly poured forth his gratitude 
to l\Irs. Sedley in the "·an11est tenns; 
and as he affectionat2ly kissed his 
dear girls at parting, rejoiced to per­
ceive he left them both equal:y hap­
py, and equally gratefi1l as himself. 

Nor did the a1niable I\Irs. Sedley 
ever regret the hnportant charge 
she had undertaken ; she ·watched 
her young friends with almost a 
mother's care, and delighted to reflect 

OU 
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on the felicity their own la1nented 
mother would experience, could she 
view her darlings placed beneath her 
sheltering roe£ Miss Sedley assist­
ed her in completing their educa­
tion; and both the ladies found it an 
employn1ent satisfactory in its con­
sequences, as ·well as pleasing in itsel£ 

lVIr. Hastings too was ever de­
lighted when called upon to assist in 
the gratifying task. This 1-vas not 
very seldom ; and he had such fre­
quent opportunities of observing the 
manners, disposition, and conduct 
of l\fiss Sedley, that he could not 
help indulging the ·wish she ·would 
supply to hin1 the place of his lost 
wife. To his ho111e, indeed, he often 
returned frmn any visit in the neigh­
bourhood, only to b1nent it was a 

solitan" , 

!Oli 

no 
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solitary one, and only to regret that 
no kind friend and agreeable com­
panion presided there. J\Iiss Sedley 
,vas without ambition; and the vir­
tues and character of Thlr. Hastings 
led her to think their union, in all 
human probability, would be pro­
ductive of happiness. 

The girls rejoiced when their fa .. 
ther gave them so estimable a mo­
ther-in-law; and l\1rs. Sedley her­
self, when she lost one long and 
beloved companion, felt compara­
tively easy, in having secured others 
that would give charms to her re­
tirement. 

The example of Charlotte, and 
her own good sense, con·ected the 
little foolish vanity and foibles of ., 

Maria, ·who, now convinced of her 
sister's 
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sister's innate ·worth, ·was ainong the 
first to ad1nire her talents, and love 
her virtues. She became herself 
every day 1nore accomplished; and 
every day she consequently v~lued 
less the channs ofbeauty. 

The 1nind of Charlotte daily ac­
quired new attracti<?ns ; and• in a 
year or two the defects of her person 
were far less conspicuous. But though 
her face al ways continued plain, and 
her figure homely, yet she was loved, 
respected, and admired by all who 
knew the goodness of her heart, the 
invariable sweetness of her disposi­
tion, and the excellence of her un­
derstanding. 

The moral of my little tale is ad­
dressed to those beautiful inexpe­
rienced fe1nales, who are too early 

fluttering 
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fl.uttering in the dangerous vortex of 

fashion and dissipation; and to those 

likewise, ,vho, still confined in the 

school-roo1n at ho1ne, or the pnblic 

setninary, yet think with rapture of 

their introduction to the world, and 
the universal ho1nage their charms 

will receive. I ,vould teach then1 

that mere beaidy, though it may 

excite the buzz of admiration, and 
the ·whisper of applause, is po,ver­
less in itself alone to create frie11d­

ship, or conciliate esteem, and only 

estimable ·when attended by mental 

excellence, and unaccompanied by 

vanity or affectation. 
To those too of my own sex, whose 

,vant of personal attractions in them­

selves, frequently induce the1n to 

look ,vith an eye of envy on those 
K of 
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of others, I ·would ·wish to hint, that 
they are apt to estiinate beauty far 
beyond its intrinsic value. Let the1n 
contrast the adn1ired belle ·who has 
studied little but outward decoration, 
·with her who, with a homely person, 
has assiduously cultivated the po,vers 
of her n1ind; and though for a time 
the c01nparison 1nay be in favour of 
the first, yet ,vhcn youth is gliding 
a,vay, they will find that, though 
every added year 1nay steal a grace 
fro111 the one, it will give a charm 
to the other. 

THE 



e "Y OU have chosen, my dear boy, 
a dangerous and, I fear, not a very 
pleasant profession; but you have 
followed your own wishes; and aware 
as you 1nust be, that 1ny confined 
income will not allo,v n1e to give 
you any other, should this prove 
disagreeable, I trust you are prepar­
ed to meet with fortitude, and to 
combat with resolution, the perils 
and t.l-J.e. trials that may await you." 

K 2 These 
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These words were addressed fo 
I-Ienry Percy by his father. The 
young gentle1nan was on the eve of 
leaving the parental roof, in order 
to join his ship at Ports1nouth-a 

. period to which he had looked for­
ward as almost to the su1nmit of 
happiness; but when the morning 
arrived that was to take him from 
his native hmne-from the parents 
who had ever treated him with the 
kindest indulgence, and from the 
brothers and sisters whom he tender­
ly loved, he felt e1notions far more 
painful than pleasurable ; and could 
not help thinking, in the very n10-

ment that all his high-raised hopes 
,vere going to be realized, that he 
,vould gladly have given them up, 
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to have dried the tears of his n1other, 

and checked the sighs that escaped 

from the bosom of his father, 
~Ir. Percy was a sµrgeon in a 

s1nall market-town. He had no pa­

ternal fortune; and though his abili­

ties were of the first rate, and his 

skill undoubted, yet his practice 

was not sufficiently extensive, and 

his fa1nily too large to allow him to 

gain an ind€pend~nce. 
He had wished Henry, his eldest 

son, to follow his own profession, as 

he thought it would pot 011ly be a 

cornfort to himself, but a future pro'! 

vision for him. Tbts1 however, the 

young gentleman's early and strong 

predilection for the navy had pre"! 

vented. 
It had been in a great measure 

x ~ ?,cquireq 
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acquired by associating ·with a Lieu­
tenant, who had made very frequent 
visits at the house of a near neigh­
bour, and had shewn great civilities 
and attention to our hero, ,vho had 
been in the habit of listening with 
delight to the animated account his 
friend gave of the various engage­
n1ents he had seen, in so111e of 
·which he had been ,vounded. His 
interesting description, too, of dif­
ferent countries, avYakened in the 
enterprising breast of Henry an ar­
dent desire to pursue the saine path 
to knowledge, and purchase fa111e 
even at the smne price. 

J.VIr. Percy would not oppose his 
son's inclinations when he found 
the111 decidedly fixed; but a thou­
sa~d anxious fears agitated his mind 
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as he was about to bid him farewell. 
He knew him to be generous, open­
hearted, and sincere ; but he knew 
him, likewise, to be war1n, incon­
siderate, and too often led away by 
first i1npressions. vVithout disguise 
hiinself, he ·was unsuspicious of it 
in others; and as his judgment was 
not sufficiently 1nature to discrimi­
nate character properly, his father 
apprehended he 1night, in the situa­
tion he ·was going to enter, be son1e­
times the dupe of the designing. 

" Never, 111y dear boy," said he, 
"be governed rnerely by appearances, 
nor suffer yourself to yi<='ld your 
o,vn opinion to that of another: ,vhcn 
vou know it to be founded on ri.o·bt .l ~., 

principles. Be equally careful, like-
·wise, of obstinately 1naintaining it, 

when 
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·when your mind ,vhispers it i~ 
wrong. In giving up a point there 
is nothing unn1anly; an error of the 
judg1nent is of trivial 1noment; and 
it is only an error of the heart for 
which you ought to blush. 

"Be not ashamed of continuing 
firm in your religious principles, and 
attentive to every religious duty, be­
cause it may excite the ridicule of 
the thoughtless, the giddy, and the 
dissip::tted. Be assured, in a very 
short tilne, if they find you steady in 
your own ideas, and constantly act­
ing up to thcrn, their foolish raillery 
·will cease, and they will learn to re­
spect in you what they want in 
thernselves; while the esteem of the 
virtuous and the good will ever re­
·ward such conduct. 

'~ .. A.hove 

s 
ft: 
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" Above all, let not your faith be 

s11aken by the subtle arguments of 

what is falsely called philosophy; and 

listen not to the delusive sophistry of 

the sceptic, and the yet more danger­

ous notions of the freethinker.,' 

l\Ir. Percy ceased speaking; and 

I-Ienry, who had list~ned with at­

tention to his precepts, determined 

in his own 1nind strictly to follo·w 

then1. Again and again: he aff ec 

tionately kissed his mother and sis 

ters, and ,vept on the bosom of his 

father; and ,vhen at length he ,vas 

obliged to depart, sobs choked his 

utterance, and he sprang into the 

chaise that had been waiting some 

tiine at the door, with sensations 

those only can be aware of, who, 

like hiln, have taken leave, for the 
first 
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:first time, of every dear and tender 
connection. 

His own reflections rendered his 
journey by no 1neans a lively one ; 
and had it not been for his friend, 
the Lieutenant, who was his compa­
nion, and who good-humouredly 
used every 1neans in his power 
to raise his spirits, they ·would have 
sunk most terribly ; for now the 
idea that he had left all his natural 
connections, and ·was going totally 
among strangers, ·would obtrude on 
l1is reme1nbrance. And considering 
the perfect retiren1ent in ,vhich he 
had been educated, it is not to be 
wondered at that s01ne fears arose in 
his 1nind, on his near approach to 
scenes, which he was assured 111ust 
be so very different fr01n any to 
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,vhich he had ever been accuston1ed, 
and society in which he should 
doubtless feel himself at a great loss. 

He expressed all these apprehen­
sions to his friend Lieutenant Sin­
clair, who kindly endeavoured to 
banish them ; and assured hin1, as he 
conceived hin1self in a great measure 
the original cause of his going to 
sea, he 1vould use his utmost efforts 
to 1nake his situation pleasant. 

" And recollect, my good fellow," 
said he, " that while I remain in 
the same ship as yourself, you will 
always have one friend near who is 
interested for your welfare, and who 
,vill readily give you his advice., 
whenever you think proper to call 
upon him." 

For these kind assurances Henry 
offered 
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offered his 1nost grateful thanks; aud 
the n1orning after his arrival at 
Portsmouth, ·when he was equipped 
in his new dress, which he could not 
help thinking extre1nely bec01ning, 
all his former enthusiasm returned, 
painful ideas were banished, and he 
jumped with cheerful alacrity into 
the boat ·which w·as to convey hi1n­
self and l\fr. Sinclair to as fine a fri­
gate, that gentleman declared, as 
any in the service. 

To Henry, indeed, every thing 
appeared delightful, having never 
been on the sea before; and when he 
got on board, his surprise and plea­
sure knew no hounds. The \Yon­

derful construction of the vessel it­
self, the ad1nirable 1nechanis1n of 
the machines that governed it, and 
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the order and regularity apparent in 
every departinent of it, were all 
n1atters that increased his surprise 
and admiration. 

,i\T ith his young c0111panions, too, 
to vvh01n 1\1:r. Sinclair had introdu­
ced hi1n in the 1nost flattering ter111s, 
he ·was highly pleased, and they 
,vcre equally a1nused ·with his obser­
vations. He saw the1n, ahnost with 
terror, fearlessly clin1b to the n1ast­
head; and could scarcely believe it 
possible, when they assured hiin he 
·would be able to do the smne. 

I-le soon selected one of the i'.Iid­
<ihipn1en, who had fr01n the first 
shewn hi1n great ciYility, for his 
111ore particular acquaintance; and 
it is not to be "vondcrecl at that he 
·was struck ·with the unc01nn1on ap-

L pearance 
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pe,.nrance of good ln1111our, high flolv 
of spirits, and anirnatcd conversatJon 

.. c~ 1 F · t .. ot nan.cs 1 airLax. 
This lad 1-vas two years older t ban ., 

our hero, and possessed the 1nost 

brilliant talents, though he gave but 
little tirne or attention to their cul­
tivation. He ·was esteen1ed the life 
of the starboard birth ; and though 
he sometin1es led hi~ young friends 
into terrible scrapes, yet he had ge­
nerally sufficient ingenuity to con1e 
off J1hnself unsuspected. 

Fiei~ry, by the advice of ~fr. Sin­
clair, applied hl1nself attentively to 
the study of naval tactics; and though 
he d1d not find it very entertcining~ 
yet by perseverance and steady ap­
plication, he at length acquired such 
~i kno·H'ledge of the1n, as he not. only 
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fiJtind use.fhl to hin1self, but fur 
vrhich he gained great credit fi.-0111 
others. 

Young Fairfc1,x often declared, as 
he sa-w hi1n poring over his books, 
as he called it, that he had never 
opened one on that stupid su~iect. 
and that it was all nonsense to bo­
ther his brains about such dry stuff: 

This young gentleman had a noble 
allo,vance fron1 his father-; yet he 
s01netimes found it extre1nely con­
,renient antl necessary to bonyo,v of 
his n1essrnates. l-Ienry,. ·who had 
i1nbibcd fro"11 his :father a te:rrib1e 
idea of being in debt, could not., 
without v:011der, see the case and 
cheerfulness ,v hich Charles preserv­
ed, even ,vhen he kne·w hirn to be a 
debtor to :no sn1all amount. 

f 
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·· His own purse, which had bee1t. 
as liberally supplied when he left 
home as his parents could possibly 
afford, was open to the den1ands of 
his nevv friend, ·who soon drained it 
so deeply, that its owner vvas obliged, 
much against his inclination, to ap­
ply to IV.fr. Sinclair for a fresh stock 
of cash. 

This gentleman, after expressing 
his astonishn1ent that he so soon 
called upon bi1n, cautioned hin1, in 
the 111ost friendly 111anner, to aYoid 
with care the extravarrance of ,vhich c...-, 

son1e of his compani01rn were guilty. 
Henry well kne,v to whorn he al­

luded; but as he consjdered that he 
·was bound in honour not to betray 
the .secret of his friend, he satisfied 
hin1self with assuring l\Ir. SincJair 

that 
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that he hoped, in a very short time, 
to convince hi1n he ·was rather eco­
nmnical than profhse. 

The marked and flattering atten­
tions he had always received fi·on1 
young Faitfax, ·who ·we have already 
said ·was so much older than hin1self, 
anc.l ·who had it so n1uch in his po·wer 
to please e-very age, had given hin1 
consequence in his own eyes, and 
gratified his vanity, for he had for­
gotten the advice of his fathcr-"not 
to be governed n1erely by appear­
ances ;" and he ,vas not sufficiently 
experienced to discoi-;er that Fairfax 
assn1ned the snecious mask of friend-... 
ship, only to m1s,\·er designs. of his 
own, for he had wearied ont 1nost of 
the other young 111en ·with borro-w-
ing their 111oncy; and ·when he had 

.L 3 been 
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been on shore ,vith the1n, had so 
often contrived they should bear the 
blan1e of wild frolics and sche1nes 
,vhich had been originally of hjs own 
invention, that they ,vere heartily 
tired of being in his parties. 

The generous and unsuspecting 
disposition, with the frank and li­
beral manners of our hero, led hi111 
to think he n1ight perhaps find hi111 
convenient for his pu11poses; and dis­
covering, with his accuston1ed pe­
netration? that vanity, and the wish 
of being considered manly, were 
an1ongst his foibles, lie so ,~:ell hu­
moured them, that he soon gained a 
con1plete ascendancy over hi111. 

,¥hen Henry first becaine a l\lid­
r;hipman, he ·was too young not to 
feel gratified in hearing the title of 

Jiistqr 
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JJiistcr conferred on hin1 by every 
body. To this distinction Charles 
did not fail to add another, by very 
frequently re1ninding lJ!lr. Percy of 
being entirely 111aster of his own 
actions and conduct, except, i:pdeed, 
in regard to naval 111attcrs; but all 
qfficers, he artfully observed, ,¥ere 
obliged to subn1it to their superiors 
in c01nn1and. 

, Vhen they ·went on shore to­
gether, he always gave hi111 as 1nnch 
consequence as he could, though in­
deed he often laughed secretly at the 
i1nportance which Henry assumed, 
,vhen giving his orders at the tavern 
they frequented, and receiving the 
lo,v bows, fa,ynjng respect, and ob­
sequious civility of the landlord, ,Yho 
}1ad taken plenty of cash off the 

hand · 
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hands of ~Ir. Fairfax, and 1,yho de­
clared that gentleman V!'as in the 
habit of spending his 1noney like a 
Prince, 

The friends had engaged to go to 
a ball together, which was given by 
a party of naval officers. Henry had 
never been at an ann1se1nent of this 
kind, and he ·was 1nore than ever 
delighted ,Yith Charles, for the 

friendly attentions he paid hin1 there, 
and the nnre1nitting pains he took 
to obviate the e111barrassn1ents which 
a youth of his age 1nnst naturally 
feel on a first introduction to parties 
of this kind. I-le got hiin partners, 
who, if they v{ere not perfectly sa­
tisfied yrith their little beau, had yet 
good-nature enough to appear pleas­
ed themsel-ves, and to c1tjoy the rap-
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ture our young hero expressed at 
the n1usic, dancing, &c. 

The friends slept on shore ; and 
the follo"ving morning, Henry, after 
declaring the sound of the pipe and 
tabour ,vas not out of his ears the 
"·hole night, readily agreed to ac­
e01npany Fairfax in a ride, \\i·hich 
he said would he the very best means 
of recovering from the fatigue of th~ 
preceding ey~1~ing. 

The ofH.ci0us hndlord already men­
tioned procur-~cl th 0 1n a horse and 
gig ; and. thout';h 11' ,t Yery expe1 t ju 
hanc!E11g hjs \rhip, Charles dro,·e off 
in a dash~!1g st:·le, and Bonifr-:e af­
finned, as he looked after thern, that 
" they were tlvo ~s knowi11g young 
dogs as any in the flcrt." 

rf hey had not gone niany n1i1es 
before 
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before both recollected if they did 
not return lvith all possible expedi­
tion, the cutter that v;:as to convey 
then1 on board ,,·ould have gone oft: 

Fairfax in1mediately turn eel round, 
and heedless of the repeated entrea­
ties of Henry to spare the poor horse, 
·who ,Yas already half knockeu up, 
and ·whose 1vretched appearance had 
excited his con1passJon, whipped him 
on 1nost unn1ercifully, uttering so 
many oaths and execrations, that 
his con1panion began to think l1iin 
half 1nad. 

He had, ho,vever, yery little tin1e 
for reflection, as in turning a corner 
too sharply, the carriage ·was, to use 
the gentle111an's own expression, 
" capsized." Fortunately they sus­
tained very little personal ll1JUry_. 

except 
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except a fe,v bruises. Their pockets. 
indeed: suffered 1naterially, for the 
gig lnlS broken all to pieces; and the 
de1nancl 1nade upon the1n in order to 
repair it, ,vas n1ore than their joint 
purses could furnish. 

Even the ingenuity of Fairfax 
could not get the1n out of this di­
le1n1na; and it ·was in vain he assur­
ed the owner of the shattered vehi­
cle he should be paid in a fe,v days; 
for the man, irritated by the wretch­
ed situation of the horse, which had 
becu extren1ely hurt also, insisted 
upon i1nn1ediate satisfaction. Though 
I-Ienry had not been in the least ac­
cessary to the de1nolition of the car­
riage, or the i11jury the poor ani1nal 
had sustained, yet with his usual 
generosity, he offered his last guinea 

to 
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to Fairfax, ·who, actuated by no 
sentin1ents of justice, and possessing 
no liberality of spfrit, did not scruple 
to accept it; and our hero found 
hin1self without a shilling in his 
pocket, with the additional 111ortifi­
cation of recollecting his money was 
all gone, 'without having procured 
hin1 a n1on1ent's real pleasure. 

He was too good-natured, however, 
to cast any reflections on his com­
panion, though he began to see pretty 
clearly he had been 1nade his tool 
on this as on s01ne former occasions ; 
and ·when he ·was asked by hhn to 
pa-wn his watch till the debt could 
be fully dischatged, on the plea that 
his own ·was really 1huch too valu­
able a one for such a purpose, he re­
solutely refused doing so, as it had 
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been the gift of his father, and he 
had pro1nised never voluntarily to 
part fron1 it. 

Charles v,~as a good deal surprised 
by the positive denial of bis request, 
as he had fancied 1."l!lr. Percy could 
refuse hin1 nothing ; and after ridi­
culing his old-fashioned ideas, left 
his own watch, though with a very 
ill grace, in the hands of the man to· 
·who1n the gig and horse belonged. 
To increase their chagrin, the cutter 
that ·was to convey them on board 
had left the shore, and they had no 
~oney to hire a boat. 

They returned to the inn not in 
very high spirits ; but }""airfax, ob­
serving it \Vas in vain to distress 
themselves about what could not be 
re1nedied, paraded the streets in his 

l\I usual 
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usual dashing style, and meeting 
,,vith s01ne old acquaintances fro1n 
another ship, frankly told the1n his 
story ; and after confessing that nei­
ther hi1nself nor companion had a 
sixpence to pay for a dinner, gladly 
accepted an invitation to join their 
party, on receiving an assurance that 
a boat should be at their service in 
the evening. 

I-Ienry hinted that he thought it 
\vould be an infinitely better plan to 
request the loan of it in11nediately, 
as they had already transgressed by 
staying on shore n1any hours n1ore 
than they ought to haYe done ; but 
this idea was instantly rejected, ancl 
his apprehensions of the Cf.lptain's 
displeasure laughed at by his n1ore 
daring friend, who co1nforted hin1 
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l\'ith the assurance that he could in­

vent some pTetty little tale that 

w·oulct get them off fan1ously. 

Henry, however, could not help 

cherishing his fears, and was so 

1nuch disgusted ,vith the levity of 

Fairfax, and the profligacy of his 

manners amongst his ne,v associates~ 

after he had partaken ,vith thc111 

pretty freely of the bottle, that he 

secretly deterrnined to be ofno rnore 

such parties, and heartily regretted 

that instead of avoiding the society 

of Charles, after receiving the friend­

ly advice and kind. hint of l\Ir. Sin­

clair, he had trcsted to his own 

judgn1ent in for111ing an opinion of 

his character, and by so doing, jn­

volved hi1nself in a situation vcrr 
M 2 unplca~ 
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unpleasant, as ·well as far from re .. 
spectable. 

But Henry's einbarrass1nents did 
not end here ; and he had to bear 
still severer n1ortifications than any 
the loss of his 1noney could inflict, 
though that ·was by no 111eans a trifle 
to so young a person. They afforded 
hiin, however, a salntary lesson for 
the future, and taught hi1n, fro1n 
painful experience, to be more cau­
tious of for1ning hasty attachments, 
and of mixing famili:-1rly with asso­
ciates, of ,vhose c11aracters and prin~ 
ciples he was ignorant. 

The party sallie<l forth tO"wards 
eYening a good deal heated ·with 
wine, and in such a fi:aine of n1ind 
flS induced the1n to annoy every 

body 
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body they met. Henry ·would have 

kept aloof, as he had been too little 

accustomed to such scenes to feel 

any relish for the1n; but I?airfax 

dragged hin1 on, declaring it 1,-va~ 

in1possible but he 111ust enjoy such 

excellent sport. 
T·wo young n1cn, going hon1e 

very quietly fron1 ·work, felt inclin­

ed to resist the insolence of the 

heroes of the anchor; and Henry, 

though endeavouring by every means 

in his po,ver to n1ake peace, received 

a black eye in the scuffle that ensu­

ed. 1'.,airfax did not conic off niuch 

better ; and the friends returned on 

board with vc,T tli.ffcrent scnti.n1e11ts 
.I 

for each other than those they had 

cxpcriencctl on lcaYing the ship. 
~I 3 Charles 
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foundation of all kinds of vice ; and 
bad exan1ple, though its effects may 
not al ways be iinmediate, are too 
generally sure. 

Before we conclude the su~ject, 
·we will just say of young Faiifax, 
that he soon left the ship to vvhich 
I-Ienry belonged, and on joining 
another, launched into dissipation 
and folly ·with such avidity, that he 
spent a Yery hands01ne property; 
and though naturally good-hun1our­
ed, yet, from drinking t9 excess, 
becan1e so irritable, that in an un­
lucky mon1ent oC inebriety, he chal­
lenged a superior officer, and for 
this offence was dismissed the ser-. 
vice. 

I-Ienry's ship "yas, in a few 1nonth~, 
ordered to the \Yest Indies. He 

applied -
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applied hi1nself more closely than 
ever to study, and fully retrieved 
his character in the opinion of his 
Co1nmander. 

He still, however, felt the ill con­
sequences of his i1nprudent connec­
tion with Fairfax ; he had been 
obliged, after all, to pay the greater 
part of the expence for repairing the 
damaged gig; and severely felt the 
inconvenience, in his present situa­
tion, of being without money. I-fis 
spirits, indeed, were very lo-w on 
the occasion; what cash he received 
from h01ne was appropriated to the 
pay1nent of 111any little debts he had 
unavoidably contracted, and of !dr. 
Sinclair he ,vas unwilling again to 
borro,v. 

Chance betrayed the emptiness of 
hi " 
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his purse to a sailor, whom he had at 
a foriner period treated ·with great 
kindness. On account ofhis conduct 
in some official capacity having been 
1nisrepresented by a 111essmate, he 
·was ordered to be punished; but Hen­
ry, ,vho knevv the circu1nstances, so 
lvarmly interested hi1nself in his fa­
You1-, and so clearly proved his in­
nocence, that he obtained his par­
don ; and in the hearty thanks of 
the poor fello,v, received an ample 
reward for the trouble he had 
taken. 

Our hero had ahnost forgotten the 
circu1nstance, but the grateful sailor 
had a better memory; and on learn­
ing by accident the occasion of his 
young patron's appearing "so 1110-

pish," ·went into }1is rabjn one morn-
ing, ... 

a 
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ing, and after a great 111any bows, 

and no s1nall degree of hesitation, 

" ax'd his l-Ionour's pardon for being 

so bold as to interrupt him." 

Henry, i1nagining he had s0111e 

favour to request, gave hiln the 1nm,t 

encouraging ai1swer, and inquired 

. if he could do any thing to serve 

him? The honest Tar, 110-w acquir­

ing courage, pulled out his canva8 

bag, and ventured to proceed in his 

speech. · 

"1~.,inding as ho1v your IIonour is 

a li ttlc run aground for the shiners, 

·which is the ca.'c ,,,ith 1nany young 

gcntlen1en bet-ides yourself, I n1ake 

free to say· that your I-Ionour can 

serve n1e, if you ,vill tak e a fe·w of 

n1inc that I got for prize-1noney, and 

that are of no use to n1c at all." 
The 
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The canvas bag ,vas no-w extended 
to Henry, who \Vas so affected by this 
1nark of attaclnnent and gratitude, 
that tears involuntarily ca1ne into his 
eyes. 

"No, no, my honest friend," ~aid 
he \Varn1ly, " I will not take fro1n 
you the fruits of your industry and 
labour, and the just re1-vard you have 
received for having risked your life 
in the service of your country, that 
would be cowardly indeed ! And 
though I do not scruple to confess 
1ny poverty, I trust it will never 
lead 1ne to c01n1nit n1eanness. l(eep 
your money then for a worthier pur­
pose, and assure yourself I equally 
feel your kindness." 

" If your Honour kne,v," said 
Jack, H ho,v your refusal grieves n1e, 

lam 
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I am sure you would take the n10-

n ey. "\1Vhat can I have to do with 

it in this long voyage? I think I 

cannot send it on a better cruize; and 

Iain sure your Honour must think 

so too, ·when you reme1nber it was 

your kindness that saved 1ne fro1n 

the gangway." 
His entreaties were so urgent, 

and Henry found he ,vould really be 

so much hurt if he persisted in de­

nying his request, that he at length 

consented to borrow· five guineas, 

and by so doing, appeared to have 

conferred an obligation on the gener­

ous sailor, almost equal to the one 

·which had excited his gratitude. 

The first money, ho-wever, that 

Percy received, he n1ade a point of 

discharging his debt, though much 
~ against 
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against the inclination of his ,,~01·thy 
friend, ,vhose conduct he neYer for­
got, and ·whose services, ·which were 
offered on all occasions, 110 accepted 
as the n1ost gratifying 1narks of rc-

_£11rd. 

· .A.fter an absence fro1n l101ne of 
nearly three years, 1-Ienry paid a 
visit to his parents, ,vhich ,vas not 
n1ore pleasing to his o-wn feelings 
than gratifying to theirs. 

They saw hi1n iinproved in person, 
and 1nore polished in 1nanners ; but 
they saw hi111, too, equally ingenuous 
as ,\·hen he left the paternal roof­
eqnally a1niable in disposition, and 
uucontaininated in principle. His 
n1othet shuddered as he 1nodestly 
recounted the dangers to which he 
had been exposed ; and his :father 

gloried 
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gloried in the cool intrepidity and 

undoubted courage which, he had 

learned fr01n l\Ir. Sinclair, his son 

had displayed in an engagen1ent 

which clai1ns a distinguished place 

in the naval annals of Old :E,ngland. 

But n1ore than all were his parents 

gratified by finding that lnu11anity, 

one certain 1nark of bravery, vvas a 

leading trait in his character. \'Te 

,,rill transcribe part of a letter on 

this subiect fro111 his friend the 
v . 

·Lieutenant to ~Ir. Percy. 

" Xever, 111y dear Sir, could 

any situation more fully shew the 

cah11 courage and exalh.,cl hunianity 

of your son, than the one to which 

\Ve ·were exposed during our stay in 
~ 2 the 
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the "\i\T est Indies. I have n1et with 
but very fev, young 1nen, in a ser­
vice of 1nany years, who were 
cowards in facing the cannon of an 
enen1y; but justice to Henry obliges 
1ne to own I have likewise seen few 
,vho, like hiin, ·would nobly brave 
the dangers of a disease fatally infec­
tious, to alleviate the pain, and sooth 
the sufferings of his fellow-creatures. 

'~ l'Vhen lying at :l\Iartinique, our 
C01111nander, :finding the yello,v fe­
ver had been brought on board by 
artificers from the dock-yards, was 

. induced to take a cruize, in the hope 
that the purer air of the sea might 
subdue the diste1nper. This unhap­
pily ,vas not the case; for it increas­
ed to such a degree, as to leaye 
scarcely n1cn enough to ·work the 

ship: 

... 
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ship; and to add to the horrors of 

the scene, the surgeon and his 1nate 

both fell sacrifices to its attacks, at a 

tin1e ·when their professional skill 

,vas 1nost required, as there were 

niany poor creatures dying daily, 

and ·we \Vere left to hear the groans, 

and --witness the agon}es, of others to 

·whon1 vve could aftord no succour. 

" Few, indeed., fron1 fears of pcr­

s9nal safety, dared venture near 

the1n; but ainongst those fe,v, llenry, 

young as he is, ,vas the fore111ost ; 

and ·whatever he thought 1night giYe 

relief, he adn1inistercd with his 0"\\"11 

hand. He spoke hope and consola-:­

tion to the wretched sufferers ; and 

though ,Yell assured by this he risk., 

cd being the next Yictiln of the dis. 

ea5e, was indefatigable iP his endea-
~ ~ vours 
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vours to soften its t.lrea<lful effects. 
Such ,v-as the admirable conduct of 
your son ; and Heaven preserved 
hin1 to be a blessing to his parents, 
and an honour to his country." 

' "Iii; 

1V ords could but ill define the 
sensations of a father on reading such 
~n account of a beloved son ; he fold­
ed hiin tenderly in his anns, and 
shed tears of unutterable pleasure. 

Henry, with a good lnnnour pe­
culiar to hin1self, often amrn.;ccl his 
little brothers and sisters with anec­
dotes of the n1anners of the people, 
productions of the soil, and various 
curiosities to be 1net with in the 
,,-e';t Indies. 

Thev were enchanted at the idea •' 
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"·alking beneath the shade of the 
tamarind and the cocoa-nut -tTee ; 
1-\'hilst the liine growing spontane­
ously in every hedge, and the orange 
and pine abundantly cultivated in 
every plantation, n1ust afford a deli­
cious regale to the palate. 

l\laria sighed that she could not 
catch fire-flies in the meadows of 
England; for then, she said, as her 
n1ain111a \vould not let her h~Ye a 
candle in her own roo1n, she -would 
put two or three under a glass, as 
the negroes did, and write letters to 
her brother every evening by their 
beautiful and glinunering light . 

.T ohn ridiculed the tntYeller'~ no­
tion, as he called it, of oysters gro,,•_ 
ing upon trees; till his br0ther ex­
plained to hi1n that they adl~ered to 

the 
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the roots of such as gre,v on the 
banks of the rivers, particularly the 

mango. 
l\Iarianne could scarcely believe 

that there ·were hundreds of little 

birds flying about no bigger than a 
bee, antl ,vhose phnnage was 0f 
brilliant colours. She thought too 
it 111.ust be channing to walk in 
fields ahnost covered with the sen .. 
sitiye plant, though she should 

certainly tren1ble at every step, as 
she bc}icld it shrinking beneath her 

feet. 
She likevvise longed to see the 

beautiful cotton-trees, whose burst­
ing pods appear like tufts of snow, 
and afford such a pretty en1ploy-

1ncnt to a vast nu111bcr of little negro 

r.hildren, ·who pick the seeds fr01n 
the1a\ 
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the1n, ·which answer the puq_:)Ose of 
food for cattle, as "'ell as sowing for 
other crops. 

All the young folks were asto­
nished at the account Henry gave 
of the flying-fish ; and l\1r. Percy 
himself was as much pleased as 
they were, with his description of 
the adn1irably-constructed 1nachines 
used in 1naking sngar and ruin, and 
the ingenuity, skill, and industry, 
,vhich converted every separate part 
of the cane into different uses, so 
that not the 111ost trifling article was 
lost. 

The little Percys son1etin1es lis­
tened to their brother, till they una­
niinously declared they should like 
to live in the "\Vest-Indies; but he 
soon shewed the1n the value they 

ought 
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ought to place on the con1forts to 
be enjoyed in Old England, when 
l1e reversed the picture, and spoke 
of the disagreeables that were 1ike­
,vise to be 1net with in the land they 
so 1nuch achnired. 

The n1oschettos, that buzz about 
in every house, and ·whose sting he 
had hin1self found so tronble:so1ne, 
they did not appear to consider as 
very great evils; but when he de­
scribed the venontous reptiles tliat 
also infest the country-such as the 
tarantula, ,vhose bite is only, accord­
ing to the anc.:ien ts, to be cur0d by 
1nusic; and the rattle-snak0, ·which 
so often occasions death, though, 
fortunately for the traveller, it be­
trays its own approacb, by the noise 
fr0111 ·which it derive its nan1c, they 

,rerc 
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\\·ere less enthusiastic in their cx­
presions of ad111iration. 

They ag~:ecd, too, it 1nust be very 
dange1·vu.c_; for strangers to see the 
fruits of the 111a11chinecl-tree, which 
perfectly rese1nbles an apple, till they 
had becu ·warned it was a strong 
poison ; ancl they ·were also con­
vinced that the extren1e heat of the 
cli1nate 1nust prevent those who had 
not been long acceston1ed to it, 
fr01n enjoying 1nany of its natural 
beauties. Above all, the yello-w 
fever wus to be dreaded; and, in 
short, tlwy ,verc fully persuaded Old 
]~ngland, as IIeury said, ,vas the 
country of all others the n1ost to be 
enYied, aud ·where the greatest nurn­
ber of real blessings 1,vere to be en ... 
Joyed. 

Tin1e 
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rri1ne passed on with rapid strides 

,vhilst Henry remained at home. 

Every hour that ,vas not spent in 

the delightful enjoyn1cnt of don1cstic 

intercourse ·was deyoted to sonic 

pleasurable schen1e; he visited all 

his old friends and con1panions~ and 

received fron1. all a .gratifying and 

·welcon1c reception. 
The expiration of his leave of ab­

sence, however, too soon anived ; 

and our hero again left the roof of 

his parents. They felt equal regret, 

indeed, at hi1, departure; bnt fi~lvcr 

fears agitated their n1inds, for he had 

learned smne little ·wisdmn fr01n ex­

perience, and his conduct had hi­

therto nohlv stood the test of ex-
,/ 

i-1n1plc and tcn1ptation. 
Nor were they too 5anguinc. in 

the 
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the expectation they fondly indulged, 
that it would still be regulated _by 
right principles, and receive added 
stability fron1 increasing years; frn: 

IIenry continued all their warmest 
wishes could desire ; and at their 
next happy 1neeting they had the 
pleasure of congratulating hi111 on 
having obtained a Lieutenancy . 

0 .ATH-





.11 LEGENDARY TALE. 

HIGH on a rock, where not a shrub 
Adorn'd the frowning stone, 

In Gothic grandeur rose sublime, 
The towers of proud Athlone! 

Amid a wild and rugged waste, 

The gloomy mansion stood; 
Before it spread the barren plain, 

Behind it roar'd the flood! 

And still, when rosy morning da,vn'd 
Across the eastern ground, 

And when the dark grey evening threw 
Iler deep'ning shades around, 

0 !l Sad 
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Sad Margaret to the turret hy'd, 
TJ1at overlook'cl the wild, 

There watch'd, and wept, and never hope 
The auxiom, hours beguil'rl : 

For many, many a tedious "eek, 
And many a month had flown, 

Since her lov'd Lord, at honour's call, 
Had quitted proud Athlone. 

The cliill blast hnwl'<l ! the hittern scream'd ! 
The li,·:d lightning flash\! ! 

The thunder ronr'cl ! and dr,wn the rnck, 
The torrent hoarser dnsh'd ! 

',ad Margaret left her slec·pless bed, 
\Vith trcmolin,, terror wild! ::, 

She hasten'd to the turret drear, 
And clasp'd her sleeping child! 

The savage blast had rudely torn 
The casement from the wall; 

And at her feet, with poud'rnus crash, 
She saw the rn;n fall! 

To 
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To the defenceless breach she went, 

Nor moon, nor stars appear' d; 

And thro' the wind and torrent's roar, 

The thunder loud was heard ! 

Yet Margaret look'cl across the plain, 

To see her Lonl appear ; 

And tried, amid the whistling winds, 

Bis well-known voice to hear. 

But thick the damp fog spread around, 

And nought was to be seen, 

Save when the lightning's lurid flash 

Illumin'd the wilrl scene ! 

Sudden !-the misty fllg was gone! 

The atmosphere was clear'd; 

And, by the radiance of the moo11, 

The distant hills appcar'd. 

Extending numerous o'er the plain, 

She saw two martial bands; 

Their crimson h:i.nncrs wav'd in air, 

Steel glitter'd in their hands. 
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She heard the deafening din of anns, 
She beard the victor's shout-

She heard the shrieks of deep distress 
n·om the defeated rout. 

The fog again o'erspread the plain, 
The hostile band::. were gone; 

And on the turret's mouldering walis 
Blue trailing wildfire shone. 

~~nd now a hollow voice was heard, 
Of deep !>epuichral tone ! 

Loud it exclann'd, denouncing woe­
" Deep woe to proud Athlone!" 

.And tho' the mist still spread around 
Its damp unwholesome S'ha,Y, 

She plainly saw, athwart the gloom 
A funeral's black array. 

Dimly the hallow'd tapers gleam'd, 
The hell funereal toll'd; 

" The spirit of the waters shriek'd • !" 
Sad l\largaret's blood ran cold ! 

• From Doui:las. 

"Alas! 
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'' Alas! my love! where art thou gone? 

\Vllat mystery ~hrouds thy fate? 

Ah me! the funeral bithel' comes l 

It stops before the gate !'' 

~he gaz'J-she shriek'd 1-for as she ga1.'J, 

Slie saw upon the bier, 

All coYer'd o'er "ith gha:,tly wounds, 

lier hu:;.uaml':, cor:,e appear! 

At once the phantoms vanish'd all, 

The howling tempest ceas'd, 

Aud Margaret press'd, with wilder love, 

Iler infant to her breast! 

'fhc iufant scream'J; but 1largaret <lrown'd 

lts voice with Jeeper tone ! 
1' Ali, never uwrc my love shall collle," 

bhe cried, " to proud ~\ thlone ! 

'' Kor ever more, my little babe, 

Shalt thou thy father see ; 

What \\ ilt thou do, thou helpless child, 

Depriy'cl of bim and me! 
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" I foe!, I feel my heartstrings bur:,t !'' 
Sad Margaret sliiverin~ cried; 

She sun!..: upon th<' clay-cold ground, 

Eiss'd her sweet babe-and died! 

I'rintccl by J. DariL:.:, l.e;11IP11hrtll•Strec1, Loncion. 
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l!usb.md Huntero, a Novel, by the Author <,f 
MomrcitLe, or the Peer of Scotland, 4 vols.. • 1 0 0 

Diurnal E\'tmt~, or the Antipodt•s to Rom:11,ce, 
by the Aathor of the Sa.ii, rand Soldier B ,•y, 
-i vub, .•..••.•.•...• . •.•...•..•••• 1 0 0 

Abb.>ss of Valtiera, a llomance, by .Agn~s Lan-
ca•ter, •1 vols ......................... 1 2 0 

E!iLabc(h de ;\fowbray, or tl,e Heir of Douglas, 
an Ilistorical Hom:rnrc, 4 vols •. • ...•...• 1 " 0 

Edw.1rd, by Dr. 1\Ioorc, Author of Zeluro, &c. 
new edition, 4 ,•ols. . ..•...•.•.•.•.•.• 1 2 0 

1-'a.ith and Ficti<m, by Elizabeth ~t-11111'1, 5 vol~. 1 7 6 
Early Feuds, or Fortt111e's FMlird, by tuc Author 

of But which 1 Gcralclwoocl, Villcroy, &c. 
3 vols. . ••..•...•.•.•... , . • . • • • • • • • O l.S O 

Romantic Facts, or Whic!, i., hi, Wifo I 4 v"!s. • 1 2 0 
.Evelina, by M,1clamc D'Arblay, 111:w edition, 

2 vol, •••.••••....•.•.•.•••.•.•.•.• 0 8 O 
.Family Estate, or Logt an ,] Won, by Mr•. Ro;.,, 

Author nf l\Iorleru Calypw, &:c. &c. 3 vols ..• O 15 0 
Lady Jane'; Pocket, by the Author of Silv;111clla, 

4vols •.•.•.•.••.•.•.....•.•.•.•.• 1 2 O 
Vae;a, or a View of N atnre, by ::IIrs. Peck, !?nd 

t'dilion, 3 vols ••••• , •••.•. , , , •••••• , • O 18 g 
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Instruction and Amusement of J:outh, 
And to be bad of every Bookseller and Stationer in the 

United Kingdom. 
.,,..,..,..,..,..,,.,. l, d • 

Adame's Popular l\!cral Ta!ts, eh:gant plate~ • • • • 2 6 
Alfec1ionde Brothers, by Mrs, Hofland, 2 vol. 

plates ••••••••••••••••••••••••..• , •••• 5 O 
Biography of a !:ipaniel, new e<lit. half-bound, roan .. !! 0 

• Burns's Poems, elegant plates, boards ••••.•• , •• 3 0 
Ca51le of Otranto, by Lord Orford, 12 engra\'iugs •• 4 O 
Chaponc'e Letters on the Mind ••••• , •• , , • , • • 1 3 
Chesterfield's Advice to his Son, red sheep •. , • , • 1 3 
Comic Songs, elegant plates .•...••.• , •••••••• 3 o Death of Abt!, red sh,;ep ••••..••••••• , •••• 1 3 
Domestic Comfort~ .••• , •..••.• L.,lf-bound, roan 2 O 
:Economy of Human Lit'o:!, red shcrp .•••••• , , • 1 3 
Elm Grove •••••••••••.•••••• half.bound roan 2 0 
T.nl!;ib!i Hermit, degant platt5 ••••••.••• boards 2 6 
--- Min~trel, a !:ielt!Ctiun of Song~ to ::'\Iusic, 

plates, •••••••••••.•••••.•.•••••...••• 2 6 
T 1izablth, or th,; Exile of Siberia, ekgant pldte; •• 3 tl 
I-:vans's Pro.,aic Ga1 hnd ••••.••.•• clitto ..•••• 'Z 6 
--- Flow"r5 of Gen nine Poetry •• ditto .••• , • 2 6 Tashionable Letter Wril.:r ••••••• , di1to ••.••• 2 6 
Gay's .Fable-, red ~ht!ep • • . • • . . . . . . • . • • • . . . 1 3 
Hhtcry 01 Susan G,a), by ,1 C!rrgyrnau, r lair~ .•.• 1 (i 
Hoflanc_l'5 (:'11r,;.) Clcre:y,,,ao's Widow ..•••••••• ~ 0 

narb.trlot!, Girt. . . • • • • • • • • • • • 4 o 
·---- Sister.-, a UomeblicTaJ.:. • • • . • • • 4 0 

------ Pauorama of Europe •••.•••.•• 4 0 Horwo!)d'• (:\Ji55) Ori!(inal Poetry for Childreo,platc2 0 l mproving T.,J~s for You ti·, ditto , • • • • • • • • • . • 2 0 
Josephine, a Tale for Youth •••••••••••..••• S 0 
J,cltrn, ot Charlotte, a Companion to the Sorrow& 

of Werter, eleg,mt plat•!. . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • 5 0 
Macloc's :::-:ew, Complete, and Uni\•ersal SyHem of 

.Natural History, emi>dlished with400 en~r- ,ings 4 o 



... 1 
;..' · :: ·-% ~ • a. , • 

.'.\Iary and Fanny, a Tale ;;.,; : .••. , • , ••• /, ; · •• 4 0 

]\Jason ou Self-Kuowledge, elegant plates .•.••••• £ O 

:\Iinor Morals, by Charlotte Smilb, 2 vol, plates •• 5 · O 

More's Sacred Dramas, elegant plates ••..••.••• 2 6 
---Essays, ditto .•.•...•...•.•.•.•.•.• 2 6 

My Bird and my Dog, a Tale for Youth, new edit. 2 0 

Old English Baron, elegant plates . . . . • • • • • • . • 3 6 

Passions of Lebrun, illustrated with 19 plate3 •••• 3 6 

.Romaine's Walk of Faith, elegant plates ..••.•.• 3 6 

Scottbh i\linstrel, a Selection of Songs to :\1u5ic,platcs2_ 6 
Sorrows of \Verier, elegant plates ••.•••••.••• 2 0 

The Instructor, or Young Man's best Companion, 

being a Collection of Simple Treatises on the Va• 

rious Branches of E<lucation • , •••••••••••• 5 6 

The Soul of Harmony •••••• , • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 3 O 

Thomson's Season,, red sheep. • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • 1 3 

Warren Family, or Scenes at Home, plates., ••.• 2 0 

Wi:Hlom in l\Iini.iture, rl!<l sheep ••••••••••••• , 1 3 

---¢--- / 

Elegant coloured Plates, sewed in Fancy Paper. 

Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves . . . • • • • • . • • • • • 1 6 
Adwntures of the Fortunah! Woman .••••••••• 1 6 

Cobler ancl his Scolding Wif.: • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • l 6 
Gulliver's Travels ••••••••.•.••• . ••••••••• 1 6 
Jack Daw " At I lnme ;" or the Ront of the :Birds 

that were not invited by the Pincock •••••••• 1 6 

Jack the Giant Killt:r •..•.•. , ••••••.••••••• l 6 

Lion•~ Parliament, or th!! Bea~ts in Debate • • • • • • l 8 
Madame Grimalkln's Party, or the Cat's Concert •• l 9 

l'oruona•~ Frnli ·, or the Grand Jubilee of the Ani• 

mated Fruit. 2 p1rts, 12 coloured plaLes • • • • • • 2 Ii 

Sam and his Gun ••••.•••••.•• , , • • . • • • • • • • • l 6 
~even Charnpi•ms of Christendom ••• , • • • • • • • • 1 6 
The House that Jack built ••••••••••.••••••• 1 6 

Twelve L,bonrs of Hercules ••••.••••.••••.• 1 Ii 

Valentine and Orson ••.•••••.•••••.•••.••• 1 6 
Each of the above, with plain plates. • • • • • • • • • 1 0 

Voyages of Collllll bns, 3 p:irts, 12 coloured plate,, • 1 O 
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