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SCHOOL DIALOGUES 

F O R 

B 0 r s .. 

D I A L O G U E XVII. 

The P L E A S U R E G R O U N D. 

A TERR AC E in a NoMeman' .r Grr,und. 

All the DOJ'I of the fihool are fim cu:a!li1Jg, plt1)'ing, 

or fitting upc1n cvariow feats. 

GENTLE, SPRIGHTLY, HAUGHTY, 
WILFUL, MEEK, FRIENDLY, TAUNT, 
s~~rrEFUL, SE1 'SIDLE, FLIPP ANT, SLY, 
PERT, EASY, .Mr. TAPE i1 jlrangi:r, are the 

Jpeakers. 

!.!r. T ·" P E. 

You never faw thefe gardens ? 

S l' R I G H 'f L Y, 

Never. 
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J.11r. TAPE. 

How do you hke them? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

They are charming. 

GENTLE. 

It is very obliging of Lord Glare to permit 

us to walk in his grounds. 

]Vlr. TAPE. 

His lordihip is abfent now. Mrs. Spicer gives 

leave. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I fuppofe v-:e are not permitted to go into the 

g~een-houfo. 

l11r. TA P E. 

No: but I can procure lea,·e for a friend or 

two. I will introduce yon to Mr. Lemon the 

gardener. 

SrRJGHTLY. 

I thank you; it will give me great pieafure. 

]!,fr. TA P E. 

I wiII go and fpeak to Mr. Lemon; and when 

I h .. ve his pc;·mitt.on: return to fummon yon. 

[ He goes a -.,,;a_y. 

HAUGHTY. 
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HAUGHTY. 

Do you know that lad? 

SPRiGHTLY. 

No; do you? 

HAUGHTY. 

I am not acquainted with him; but I chance 
to know bis name. 

SPR!GHTLY. 

Pray tell me befo;-e he returns. 

HAUGHTY. 

'Tape; - he is a fine acquaintance truly ! 
SPRIGHTLY. 

·what is your objctlion to him: 

GENTLE. 

Tell us quickly. 

HAUGHTY. 

Ire is the fen of a habcrda{her rn Chtaf:Jidt • 
· nd comes to vifit the honfckccpcr. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

L, that all? 

GEt-:TLE, 

He 1s very civil. 



S c Ho o L D I AL o G u E J for Bo Y s. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

He 1s more than merely civil; - he 1s <tvel!­

bred, and obliging to us as !hangers ; - l am 

fore he has had a good education. 

HAUGHTY. 

He is defigned for college ; but I thought it 

right to appnze you who -

SPRIGHTLY. 

Pray never trouble ycurfelf to tell me the 

pedigree of any perfon who behaves ,..,,eJl. I 

fha.11 thirrk no one the lefs agreeable for the 

want of high birth. 

HAUGHTY. 

His birth is not amifs; - but the eilate was 

Cileeply mortgaged; and the family feat out- of 

repair; fo his father fold them, and entered in:o 

bu£nefs. - Pitiful fellow ! 

GE NTL E. 

Nay, nmv Haughty, you are cr;,d as wdl as 

proud. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I\'lr. Cf'ape ,vas certainly commendable; and 

t:hofe \vho d;J} i/c him ar~ muw. 

Mnx. 

r 
\ 

t, 
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1\1 E £ K. 

1riljid, pray do not pluck any thing. 

vv 1 L Fu L. 

I fhall do as I like. 

ME E It. 

Let me perfuade you not. 

WILFUL, 

Thefe goofcberrjes will not be miffed ; or if 
they !hould, it \vill be fuppofecl that the birds 
got thc:n. 

FRIENDLY. 

Fie ! you ought never to do ill - though you 
were fore not to be difcovcrcd. 

vv 1 L F u L. 

If it be not k110,1mz I can not be punijhed. 

CARE Fu L. 

If you pilfor the fruit, we fha.11 not be fuffcred 
to come ;ig::iin; and you will be whipped. 

WI L FU L, 

I will give you all fame, if you ,vill not tell 
f)f me. 

FRIENDLY, 

'\X/e are not fo mean as to take bribes. 

TAUNT, 
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TA u NT. 

You know, T,Fi'/fitl, you would climb an apple. 

tree, and fi:eal the fruit, before you came to 

fchool; - an unmanageable brat ! 

WILFUL. 

Who told you that ? 

TA u NT. 

The fervant ,vho came with you; he faid 

he was glad to get rid of you. 

WILFUL. 

A crofs creature ! 

TAUNT. 

He told us you were fo fpoiled; that even 

your mamma could not bear you any longer at 

ho1ne. 

SPITEFUL, 

l know ,vhom you are talking of; - a difa. 

greeable boy ! 

FLIPPANT. 

Did you ever fee fuch a boy as lF/1.ful? 

p ER T, 

Yes, his brother, who is at home, 

SPITEl''UL. 
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SPITEFUL. 

The fruit-garden at home ,.vas forced to be 
kept locked; elfe they would help themfelves. 

p ER T. 

This young gentleman was found climbing 
over the wall one day. 

SEN S IBLE. 

The command of a parent fl10uld keep a child 
i n bounds; not walls and har·s. 

C .'\REF u L, 

Sm.f Me ! tell us 11rs Steady' s remark upon . . 
<. , 1mney-uons. 

S E N S I B L E. 

r\fr·. 1f7ljid afked l\1rs. Strat!y, what fort of 
i :ons fhe had to prevent the children from being 
burnt r 

r £RT. 

l ler anfwer? 

S EN SI B L E. 

" In the nurfery, where there are infants who 
" can but ju!l: walk alone, an iron is neceffary; 
" and there I h:i,·c fuch an one as yours ;-but 
• in the othe.r rooms, where o1J.er children only 

" go.,, 
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cc go." - " Aye, there (interrupted Mrs. lf'i[fd) 
,c IS the difficulty; I can not get one which 
cc will fecure them; they climb, they creep~ 

"they f(!uee::c bct\•.reen the bars." - '' Excufe 

" me, (replied Mrs. Steady) if you do not teach 

'' your chiidren obedience, no hars can fecure 

" them. I make it a rule that the children 

" 
cc 

'' 

fhall never fiep upon the he?.rth. -- As long as 

they adhere to that reftriclion, we need 

fmith 
, 

irons." to make 

TA u NT. 

All the frrvants h:1te fuch Jpoiled cbildNn. 

p ER T. 

They are difagrce:ible to every body. 

TA u NT. 

no 

How unhappy fuch jpoiled children are when 
they come to fchool ! 

,v 1 L FU L, [C1)'i1:g.] 

I never w::s h~ppy at home. 

SENSIBLE. 

It is cruel to teazc him ; - Tf'ilful, you will 

never be happy, till you have learned to be 

content to obey thofc who are your fuperiors. 

\VIL.FU L. 
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\VI L },' u L. 

I like to have my ov,:n will ; I can but be 
whipped. 

S E N S I B L E. 

You do not talk like a rational being. 

TA u NT. 

A !ittle of the afa ! 

SPITEFUL. 

You 2.ffront the afi'es by the comparifon. 

\V 1 L Fu L. [Ciying.] 
.i won't be called an ;,fs. 

EASY [Ramting up.] 
\Vhat 1s the matter ? 

V,i IL Fu L. [Sobbing.] 
I did as I plea fed at home - and I will ht -

l,c- le- do as I pleafe here. 

EA s Y. 

You had better be content, and do as you 
ought. 

vv I r, F v L. 

I do not want your ad,·icc. 

EA s Y. 

I ,vill not trouble yon with much of it ; ya 
Vo r.. IL B let 
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let me alfure you that I am always happy, be­
caufe I am willing to comply with the rules of 

tl1e fchool, and the willies of my companior.1.s . 

WI L FU L. 

I wiili you would let me alone. 

EA s Y. 

Moft wil_lingly. - Your fen·ant. 

DTALOGUE 

l 
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D I A L O G U E XVIII. 

The S L I G H T F R A C A S. 

Mildmay's Clofit. 

SPRIGHTLY and MILD MAY mgaged in 

cowuc1fation. 

SP RI G HT LY exclaims with 'Vivacity, 

me! did you not know that !--I 

knew that at four years old. 

MILD MAY, [ Shedding tears.] 

Jf I had enjoyed the advantages which you 

have done, I fhould have known more tha.r.. 

I do. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

What 1s the matter f 

Bz l\f IL IHI.\'".'", 
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MILD.MAY. 

I did not thfok yon would infolt me for 1g­
nornnce which I could not avoid. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I never meant to infult you, 

Iv11LD.M?.Y. 

Had I neglected infiruction, it would be le i 

unjuH: to reproach me ;-but -

SPRIGHTLY. 

My dear Mildmay .' I beg your pardr-n for 
my quicknefs in [peaking. 

MlLDMAY. 

It would Jiave been more worthy of JPN! 
Sprightly to inil:ruct his friend, than to reproach 
him for want of information. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Pray fay no more; bnt give me your hand. 

I hope you forgive me; indeed I will not fpeak 
fo brif,dy again. 

IVIILDMAY. 

And I will forget that you did now. 

SPRIGHTLY .. 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

Would you condefcend to learn any thing cf 

a younger boy ? 

l\rlILDMAY. 

Very gladly; elfe I fhould d.eferve to be 

ignorant. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

How did it happen, that you are not fo well 

informed as you could wi01? 

I\'1 I L D rt A Y • 

l\:I y rnamma died when I wits bnt three years 

old; my papa wrnt :.i.broad; and I W3.s lef:: re 

the care of my gn.ndmothcr. 

Sr RIGHTLY. 

Could £he not inllrucl: yo11? 

MiLDMAY. 

She was a Yery good wom:..n ; flrn too!: gr. at 

care of my morals; taughc me to be , e1y firic.'t 

in my adherence to truth; to be perfectly obliging 

to my fu periors; and obedient to all. 

Sr RIGHTLY. 

In tbat you made a good progrefs, I am 

fore. 

B 3 
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I\1ILDMAY. 

But I came to fchool backward m my learn­

ing; and I am not very quick. 

SPRJ(;HTLY. 

You are too mode ii:. 

MILD MAY. 

Kot fo-I am rc~Uy flow; but I m:,ke mv want 

of aptnefs a reafon for exerting double diligence. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

You arc \·.,ifc. 

l\1ILDMAY. 

rv1y good grandmamma took great parns to 

make me think jufHy; and if I j ndgc rightly 

upon any occafi on, I th ird,.:: with gratitude upon 

her kind attcnt:on to me. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

\Yliat books have you ? 

MILD M A _y. 

Very few; none I foppofe that are new to 
you. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Ha\·e you any thing 'v,r: ttcn? - nre 

of copvi!1g- : 
• I., 

\ ' O:.I fond ,. 

Tl 

,,, 

1 . 
. ' .. 
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MILD MAY. 

I love writing; but I make it a rule not to 

write hafril y. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I wifh I were as prudent; I injure my hand­

writing. 

MILDMAY. 

Here 1s my book. 

SPRIGHTLY, 

Blefs me; how neat! and every page well­

written : not a blot to be feen. 

MILD MAY, 

I wnte a little every day as well as I can. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Vihat is this ?-cc A true Tale,-to be added 

~, to Gay's Fables." 

l\11LDM.I\Y, 

It is foppofed to be written by Dr. Parm/....;,. 

it is worth reading. Read aloud. 

[Sprightly readt. 

A 
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A TRUE TALE~ 

'l'o be addtd to Afr. G A Y's FaMe.r. 

(Suppo.fed to IH ri..vritten liy Dr. PA RN F. L 1.} 

" .A MOTHER who vaft pleafore finds, 

" In modeJJing her children's minds; 

u In midfi of whom with great delight> 

" She pa.fies many a winter night; 

" Mingles in every play to find 

•' \:Vhat bias nature iave the mind, 

" Refolving thence to take her aim 

" To guide them to the realms of fame, 
cc And wjfely make thole realms the ,, 

To reg10ns of eternal day; 

'' Each boifl:'rous paffio:1 to con troul, 

" And early humanize the foul, 

" In fimple tales befide the fire, 

" The noble!l: notions \.Vou!d infpire. 

" Her offspring, confcious of her care, 

" Tranfported hung around her chair. 

way 

" Of Scripture heroes !he would te l1, 

'' \X;'hofe n:unes they'd lifp ere they cou!J frcll. 
I " Then 

II 

I' 

II 

,, 

I, 

It 

h' 

,. 
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n Then the delighted mother finiles, 

" And lhews the ftory on the tiles. 

" At other times her themes would be., 

" The fages of antiquity, 

" Who left a deathlefs name behind 

cc By being bleffings to their kind. 
0 Studious to let her children know 

" The various turns of things below; 

" How Virtue here was oft difrrefs'd, 

" To iliine more glorious with the bleiL 

" Told 'Tully's and the Gracchi's doom> 

"' The patriots and the pride of Rome; 

cc Then blefl: the Drapier's happier fate, 

cc Who fav'd, and lives to guard the ftate .. 

cc Again :fhe takes another fcope, 

" And talks of ./Jddifon and Pope: 

u Steele's comedies gave great delight, 

cc And entertain'd them many a night.' 

" Congreve could no admittance find, 

" Forbid as poifon to the mind: 

That author's wit and fenfe fays fhe, 

" But hcighten'd his impiety. 

" This 
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" This happy mother met one day; 

" A book of Fables writ by G~r; 

" And tol:i her children, here's a treafure,, 

cc ll fund of wifdom and of pleafure ! 
" Such morals, and fo .finely writ ! 

" Such decency, good fenfe, and wit; 

H \Vell has the poet found the art, 

"' To raife the mind ~nd mend the ~1eart. 

" Her fav'rite foa the author foiz'd, 

" And as he read feem'd highly plea.,'d: 

" Ivfade fuch reflections on each page 

" The mother thought above his age: 

" Delighted read, but fcarce was able 

'· To .fini[h the concluding fable. 1J. 

" ~
1
hat ails my child? the mother cncs; 

" ,vhofe for:ows now have fill'd your eyes t 
" 0, dear mamma, can he want friends 

" Who writes for foch exalted ends? 

" 0 baleJ degenerate human kind! 

" Had l a fortune to my mind, 

" Should 

The fable of the ll.1rt ar.d n:ar.y lriend:.; in which GAY 

'3efcribes his own fituation - Jef..:rtt:d by tl,ofo from wh:im he 
hoped for affi!bnce. 

'.,. 
' 

•( 
\, 

., ,.. 

,, 

IC 1 ,.• 

I•• 
' 

• ? 
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u Should Gf1.y complain? but now, alas! 

« Thro' what a world am I to pafs ! 

"' \Vhere friend!hip 1s an empty name, 

H And ment fcarcely paid in fame. 

" Refolv'd to lull his woes to reH, 

'' She tells him he lhoul<l hope the beft: 

" This has been yet his cafe, I own, 

c, Bnt now Au.gujlus fills the throne. 

~, Content that tender heart of thine, 

" He'll be the care of Caroline; 

' ' \Vho th us inftrucl:s the royal race, 

" Can't fail of fame difiingui!h'd place. 

" Mamma, if ;'Oil were Qgeen, fays heJ) 

~, And foch a book were writ for me, 

'' I find 'tis fo much to your tafie, 

u Th.:lt Go)' ,vould keep his coach at leaft. 

H My child, what you foppofe 1s true, 

u I fee its excellence rn you. 

cc Poets who write to mend the mind, 

" A royal recompence fhould find: 

" But I am barr'd by fortune's frowns, 

« From the befr privilege of crowns, 

" The glorious godlike pow'r to blefs, 

" And raife up merit in diftrefs -

" But 
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cc But dear rnamma, I long to know, 
" \Vere you the OEeen, what you'd beflow? 

u "\Vhat I'd beflow? fays ihe, my dear., 
~' At leafc a thoufand pounds a year. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Dr. Parnell had met with fuch a mother ~ 
my mamma is -I think I fee her fitting at the 
table \Vith Hatley upon her knee, S,tj:.11n Jbnding 
by her fide. my de:1r brother Bartle and my­
felf-O me! [ He lm,jls in:o t~·ars. 

M1LDMAY. 

\,\'hat is the matter? 
~ 

SPRIGHTLY. 

If this \t,·cre real, how happy ihouJ<l I be! 

1\1 IL D MA Y. 

My dear Sprightly! 

SPRIGHTLY. 

You can not imagine how heavy my I1ca:·t 
feels. - We are the h:ippiefi: family in the \vor1d. 
I\.'Iy elder brothers are all condefccniion and in­
dulgence; the younger children are all cor.1pli­
ance and gentlene~. 

l\.fnn.:: ·· 

.. ,, 

tr 
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:M1LDMAY. 

Do not indulge your tears. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

You left no papa, no mamma, when you 

came. 

MILD 11 A Y. 

Nay, now I muft affume the preacher--ffl",by 

did you leave your parents ?-~u:hy, but becaufe 

it was proper for you to be placed at fchool r 
SPRIGHTLY. 

Heigh-ho! 

MILD MAY, 

You never neglected to obey and pleafe them. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

'W o ; I thank Goo, I never did. 

M1LDMAY. 

Then enjoy your happinefs; reflect ,vhat 2 

comfort it is to have fuch excellent parcnti t$ 

rrJ01ce m your improvement! 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I do often refkEt on the bleffing. 

l'vl I L D l\1 A Y. 

I fomctimes fit and confider-what would my 

VoL, II. C dear 
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dear grandmamma wilh me to do upon fuch an 
occafion? What would ihe advife me to fay? 

SPRIGHTLY, 

And you feel great fatisfacl:ion m the confci. 
oufnefs of acting agreeably to her pleafure. 

MILVMAY. 

Thus you may feem to be with your mamma, 
though Jhe be diftant. Thus you faould ihew 
your atfeB:ion. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

[ R:mn:'PJ to lVIildmay, embraces him. 
0 ! ltfildma)', teach me true wifiiom. - '-''hy 

did I exult in a li:tle frnatter of knowlege? 
why did I feem to infult your inferiority m tn­
flcs? - teach me, 0 ! teach me. 

M1LDMAY. 

You ha\'e better infi:ruclors. 

SPRIGHTLY . 

How is it that you jud~e fo wel! upon aII oc .. 
cafions? 

MI L D r.1 A Y. 

I have told you that I fuppofe my dear grand­
mamrna at my elbow; I think I hear her whifpcr, 

"Study 

f 

' 
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~' Study your leiTon carefully.-Write correctly.­

" Be not peevifh. - Comfort your fchool-fel­

" lows. - Oblige your friends." 

SPRIGHTLY. 

You confider too what joy your papa would 

£.eel to find you amiable and accomplifhed at his 

return. 

MILD MAY. 

That I do often. I remember when my papa 

was j uft gone abroad, my poor grandmamma. 

would place me upon her knee, kifs me, and 

fay, - " My dear child! how much you remind 

" me of your papa; - 0 ! may you be like 

u him in temper !"-Then fhe told me how com .. 

pliant and good he was when a child. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Do you remember your papa? 

MIL DMAY. 

I fometimes fancy th~t I do, 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Ha,·e you any picture of him r 
M1LDMAY. 

There 1s a full length of him, and anothe.r 

C 2 of 
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of my mother; my grandmamma often carried 

me to them; often told me how worthy they 

were; and what care they would have taken 

of me. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

One of my anceftors (I think it was my 
great great grandfather) wrote a book of advice f.: 

to his fon; it is dated above one hundred years 

back ; and written in fo affectionate a ftile, that 

you would be charmed.-We all copy it. 

1\1 I L D .M A Y. 

I long to fee it. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

We have another written by the widow of the 

fame perfon for her t fon; full of good advice 

and 

""' It was written by James Rcyr.olds, E(q. of Bumpjlead 

Ilelion, in EJJc:c, for the inlhucl:ion of his fon, Robert R1'J-

110lds, Efq. and is dated the firft of June, 16S3. 

t This book, dated in 1690, was written by the focorni 

wife of James Reynolds, Efq; for their only fon, James, who, 

by following the good and prudent advice of his parents, 

and 

t 

I. 

f,, 

I, 
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~nd exhortations to follow the example of his 

deceafed parent, whofe condutl: fhe defcribes; 

and relating anecdotes of the family. 

MILD MAY. 

How engaging ! 

SPRIGHTLY. 

E ven trifles are interefting to the defcendants; 

but I will relate one circumfiance which affects 

me very much. -- In the courfe of the narrative 

C3 the 

and by his own diligence :ind application, became an honor 

to his family, and an ornament to his country. 

He was born 111 1686; educated for the law ; appointed a 

j udge m 1724, and in 1730 fucceeded Sir 'Thomas Pengelly, 

as Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer, which h igh office 

he executed till the 7th of July, 1738; when his memory, 

(worn out by a too great and confiant application to fiudy, 

and the duties of hi3 profeffion) failing him, he was requefted 

t o refign. He furvivec his rclignation only till the 9th of 

February following, when he died, having jufi complete0 his 

fifty-third year, and was buried in the fouth aitle of Saint 

J ,1mes's church, in B 11ry Saint Edmund's, in Suffelk. Where 

a large and cxpenlive, thou~h inele~ant m onument, is erecled 

to his memory, 
He 
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the good old lady relates that her dear huiband, 
in his childhood, was fent daily two miles on 
foot to fchool. 

MILD.MAY. 

Poor fellow! 

SPRIGHTLY, 

He was a polite fchobr; a good lawyer; and remarkable: 

for the pleafantry and cheerfulnefs of his converfation. 

The following prayer was compofe<l by his Lordl11ip for his 

own pr:vate u(c. 

C I R C U I T P R A Y E R. 

0 God I the father of wifdom, and fountain of knowledge, 

grant unto me thine unworthy fervant, that meafnre of un­

der!tanding and difccrnmcnt, that fp"rit of jullice, and that 

portion of courage, which may both enable and <lifpofe me 

to juJge and determine thole wei~hty affair.-; which m:iy this 

day faJl under my confidcration, without error o:· fC:p!cxity; 

without fear or alfecl;on; without prtjL•dice or pa!Tun; w1th­

eut vani:y or ofl:enta:ion : but in a manner agrce.:ble to tho 

oblig.:ticn of my oath; and the duty and cligni~y of that fta~ 

tion to wh.ch Thou, in thy good providence, halt bl·e:1 p,eafeJ 

to ad,ance me; and this l beg for 'ftfus Cbrift his fake. 

' " 

1, 

11 , 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

The country was fo dirty that it was the mofl: 

expeditious method of travelling. Ho\vever, lt 1s 
faid that his father was very fevere ; and that 

the har<l1hips which he endured in his youth, 
made all the refi: of his life happiel' to himfelf. 

lVI XL D 1\1 A y. 

¥/hat progrefs did he make in his learning i 
SPRIGHTLY. 

I will anfwcr You in the words of the good. 
oU lady ; for thofc words I have by heart; anl 

there fcems to be fomething venerable in the an­
cient language. 

" He was willing to Icc1rn, but when he 

" was ¼~ Te he found it fomewhat hard ; and 
u f,..id, that when he was old, it was a o-re2.t b 

" pleafure to him to fee a tree in Ha!bro,k 
-" wood; that 3s he came hy, when he co..1:d 
• C not attain his leffon, he would kneel down, ,, 

and pray to God to g1vc him wifclom; an i ,, 
he was anfa1ereJ, for ~~ thirtt;en yc.1r~"-
Then l·,. ·~ goes en to ddcri!:ie hs att,!i.'!.mc-nts~ 

I .1 l L L '.1 .. y • 
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MILD MAY, 

I wilh I could fee the prayer which he of­

fered ; it would fuit me. 

SPRI6HTLY. 

There 1s no copy of that. ·, 

"' A def,endant L:iving expre!fed the fame wi/h as }}1,!.lmay 

here does; a friend wrote a prayer, which lhe thought might 

fuit the occafion, and placed 1t in his way. The f weet boy 

exclaimed with emotion, " Here i~ .. copy of my ancdlor':a 

" prayer"' - As it was defigncd to cherifh worthy imprefliou,, 

can it be deemed impertinent to add the cop) ? 

'Ihe CHILD's PRAYER for WISDOM. 

0 Cod! Who giveft us every bleffing which we poffefs; ane 

Who waft pleafed to exprefs Thy approbation at the choice of 

Sdomon, who a!ked wifdom of Thee; enable me, I bcfce.::h 

Thee, to receive and retain fuch inftruccions as are offered to 

me ; fo that I may, as 1 gro\v in years, increafe in under• 

ftanding. Cr;mt, 0 Lord that I may prove a comfort to 

my parents ; :ind £hew 1 ratitude for their affectionate at~ 

tcntion to me, by a ready and cheerful obedience to their 

comnunds j ,md when Thou art pleafcd to takt,: me from thi.s 

\, 

II 

6 ,, 
'. 

" 
,, 

,, 

,, . ,,,. 

L ,, 
' 
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MILD MAY. 

We think that we fhould always remember 

the precepts of a parent or forefather thus tranf­

rnitted to us; but are we not fore that all good 

people are anxious that .their pofterity fho~Id be 

virtuous, whether they leave injunctions in writ­

ing or not? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

\Ve are;- yet a paper left to pofl:erity makes 

great impreffion. - One of the letters fa}s, 

" I have a conceit, that if my father or 
~, grandfather had left me fuch a thing as 
,, this 1s, it would have funk deeper with me 

'' after their deaths than all Seneca's morals. 

'' And I pray you to leave fomcthing to your 
cc fon, and he to his, f..:fc. that our poH:erity 

'' may know that their forefathen; defire above 

" all things that their children>s children fhould 

'' ferve God, and love one another" -

But I fhall tue you. 
MILD MAY • 

world, do Thou receive me to cverla!l:ing hafpincfs, with them, 

in Thy heavenly kingdom ; for the fake of Jtjus Chrij!. 

Amen, 



34 SCHOOL DIALOGUES for Boys, 

M1LDMAY. 

Believe me you ,vill not; I wifh to fee the 
whole. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Then come with me. 

f l'l-~11 (ff) ~t.!, 
- ✓ 0 

DIALOGU J 

It 
4r 

,, . 
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D I A L O G U E XIX. 

The E X C U R S I O N. 

A C L IF F N E A R T H E S E A. 

},fr. BRO\VN. Mr. CLARK. GENTLE, 
SPRIGHTLY. 

}.,/,·. CL A R K, 

'\,\'ILL venture to take Sprightly, becaufe I 
knew he will fubmit to our direclions. 

Afr. BR ow N, 

1 am fore Gentle will. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

l it dangerous to pafs ? 

llfr. CLARK. 

J. ~ ot to thofe who are accuftomed to the path, 
Vollow me.: 
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J.[r. BR ow N. 

Gaztle ! 

GENTLE. 

Shall I take your hand? 

lvlr. B Row N. 

It is not often wide enough ; but tread in 

my il:cps where it 1s narrow. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I think I fhall fall. 

I~fr. CL ARK. 

Courage! courage! and there 1s no danger. 

l.lr. B Row N. 

Keep your eye upon me_, Gmtlc. 

[V'hry difappear. After Jome tin:e they all return. 

SPRIGHTLY, 

I am glad we are fafely returned ; - and I 
thank y0u, Sir, for your care of me. 

GENTLE. 

And I thank you, Sir. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

The profpcct was delightful from the fommit 

of the cliff. 

C. 
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GENTLE. 

Charming! but I fhould not have liked to be 
left there. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

V/ c could never have returned alone. 

GE N TL E. 

\Ve could not have affif1:ed, each other. 

SPRIGPl:TLY, 

It was all we could do to follow in fafcty. 

GENTLE. 

SenfiMe is much fuch a guide to us, as Mr. 
Clark and Mr. Bro-wn have ju11: now been. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

So he is. - " Shun fuch a path ; - follow 
" that; - turn to the right." 

Jl,fr. C L A R K , 

'\Vho 1s this, Sen/ihle? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

A young gentleman who is almof1 grown up; 
he lives at Mr . ./h.vifuts. 

1.vlr. BRO w N, 

Gentle mentioned him to me as we fate upon 
VOL. II. D the 
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the cliH"; he is the guide and deputy father oi 

thefe little fnends. 

Mr. CLARK. 

If you be as careful to follow his direB.ions, 

as you were to follow tJJine, he will conduct 

you fafely through life. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

He IS fo good to us, that it IS a pleafure 

to be direcled by him. 

GENTLE. 

Whoever gives us good advice does .U3 a 

kindnefs. 

SPRIGHTLY, 

It is t1 ue -- but SenjiMe is fo obliging in the 

manner of advifing. 

Mr. CLARK. 

Who is his favorite? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

: I never thought of fuch a thing. 

GENTLE. 

Nor I ; he is very kind to us both : he 

loves both ; each would be forry to fee him­

fe!f preferred to his friendo 

i 



.. 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

Excufe me, Sir; you ought not to have 
alked fuch a q ueftion. 

GENTLE. 

[ Rum to Sprightly, and embracing him, /ay1, 
Dear Sprightly ! I would not have him love 

me better than he did you. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Nor would I be preferred to you. 

}/fr. CLARK. 

Good boys! I only meant to cry you. 

J,,Jr. B R o w N • 

Arni:.ble children ! love each other, and· be 
good ; love each other, and be happy . 

D :i DIALOGUE 
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D I A L O G U E XX. 

The H A P P r .ivl O T H E R. 

A PARLOUR at l\1r. A WEFUL's. 

1.fr.r. S P R I G H T L Y upon a Yijit. J,,fr. 

\VISE MAN, and SENSIBLE. 

Mr. WI s EM AN. 

I F all the boys were like your fon, Madam, 

it v,ould be a pleafure to attend. 

111rs. S P R 1 c H T L Y. 

I wifh not to hear flattery, but truth. Is he 

docile ? 

}l:f r. W I S E ~I A N • 

Perfealy fo. 

lvlrs. s p R I G H T L y. 

I know he is apt, and has a good memory; 

but is he diligent and attentive? 

1'r1r. 

t~<' l 
t ~ •• 

y 

dee 

Ar. 
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llir. WI s E M A N. 

I have never had occafion of complaint: how 
he is difpofed Seefthle can beft tell, iince he 
prepares him for me. 

Mrs. SP RI c H TL Y. [to Se1ifih!e. 
I hear much of your kindneis to my boy. 

SE N S I B L E. 

He is an amiable child. Madam ; I have a 
great a.ffecl:ion for him. 

Jvf r.r. S P R I G H T L Y 

You mal""e me happy; but tell :n tn1ly # 

does he apply carefully 1 

S E N SI B L E. 

He 1s fond of his leifons. 

ft[rs. S P R I G H T :, Y, 

And not foon difcourageJ at a little d1fhct1Ity ?­

[SenfibJe /miles and makes n, reply. 
There is confeffion lll you looks; I perceive 
that he is. 

S E NS l ll L E. 

I endeavour to cure him o that difpofitlov.; 
and I hope that he will correct it. 
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lrfrs. s p R I G H T L y. 

You will pardon the anxious enquiries of a 

mother - is he not fometimes inclined to con. 

ceit? 

SE NS I B L E. 

He 1s foon elated by commendation. 

Jlfrs. S I' R I G H T L Y. 

And as foon dcpreffed when he apprehends 

difplcafure. 

SENSIBLE. 

He is : it is difficult to keep his fpirits ex-

ac\:ly at the proper pitch ; in his temper he is 

always right; ever defirous to do well; ever 

C 

·•' 

A 

£nx10us to pleafe. Fe. 

llfr;. S P R I G H T L Y, 

[ Shedding tears of jO)', .fays to Senfible., 

I find he is the fame engaging child as he 

was at home - to your attention I owe much. 

['Jo ~Mr. ·\'~life;nan.J You, Sir, can not fo affi­

<luoufly Ctiltivate the difp.-,fitions of your pupils. 

}.fr. VI I s E M A N. 

I could not, Madam, even if I were as inti• 

m?.tciy r.cquaintc<l with th~m. 

lilr:. 
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Jo.lrs. S P R 1 G H T L Y. 

Of the progrefs which my little boy makes 

in his learning, it is Mr. Sprightly's province to 

enquire; his temper and morals a:e more imme­

diately my department, and they intereft me ex­

ceedingly. 

Mr. \V 1 s E l\1 A N. 

As far as my opportunities of obfervation can 

enable me to judge, Sprightly is foch as a fond 

mother would wifh. 

IMrs. S P R 1 c H T L y. 

Artlefs and honefl:. 

fiir. \V 1 s :s M A N. 

Perfellly. 

S E N S I B L E, 

It 1s a very amiable part of his character. 

111rs. S P R I c H T L Y. 

There is no greater fecnrity for good beha0 

'i.10ur; nor any quality which I fhould more re­

gret the lofs of; he ,u:a; remarkable for open­

nefa of temper. 
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lvlr. \\' r s E ~1 A N. 

So J1e remains - I wilt gi\'e yo11 an infi:ance -

i;:ifles fen-e to lhew charac:lers. 

J~Jrs. SP R l G H T LT. 

To a parm: nothing is a trifle. 

Mr. Vi' l s E M A K. 

Sprightly had been deficient in a Latin v~rb, 

! ce1ir~d him to perfed himfelf; he fate down, 

fiudied diligently, and returned to repeat it -
I heard him through, and, returning the book, 

faid, " l'ety ''ll.Jtll.''' - He bluJbed, and faid, 

'' Sir, I hope you will not be difpleafr,d with 

" a boy ~ho fate near me, (he meant it kinJ}y,) 

•• I mutt confefs that l heard a voice whiiper to 

., me, where I was before at a Iofs." I afked, 

" Should you not have known ?" " 1 beiicve 

" not, Sir; and if you pleafe, I wi11 ftudy 
« it again." 

Mrs. SPRIGHTLY • 

.Himfclf ! Sweet cJ1ild ! 

SENSIBLE. 

Thofe difficulties rarely occur; he learns 

re:id1ly wh:i.tcrer he tbi11kJ that he can learn. 

L. 

i 

" 
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Mrs. SP R 1 G HT LY. 

But 1s apt to be difcouraged? 

S E N S I B L E, 

That will foon go off. 

[ Enter Jdr. Sprightly leading his little boy, ru,•/n 

quits his hand and runs to Mrs. Sprightly.] 

SPRIGHTLY. 

lv1amma, we have taken a long walk. 

Airs. S P R 1 G H T L Y. 

I hope 1t has been an agreeable one. 

Jo.fr. S .P R I G H T L Y. 

I examined his progrefs, and am well fatisfied, 

Mrs. SPRIGHTLY. 

I have been enquiring refpecling his conduct. 

Thefe gen tlemcn give our fon a good character~ 

1111•. S P R I G H T L Y, 

You rnrntioned a little friend whom vou had 

a wifh to t:1ke home - Mr. Ari,:iful gives leave. 

Mrs. S P R I G H T L Y. 

V/hat his name? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

· Gentle. "\,\' e love each other like brothers. 

J.rlrs. S P R I G H T L Y. 

Tell him to prepare himfelf. 



46 S c H o o L D I A L o G u E s for B o Y s, 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I' 11 go no\V, mamma. [ He goes out. 

Mr. S P R I G H T L Y, 

Mr. Wifiman, I am pleafed to hear my boy 

fpeak with fatisfaction of his leffons; it is a 

good :fign. 

Mrs. SP R I G H T L T. 

My dear, my heart ovcrfhws with joy at 

the account of William's conduct; and with 

thankfolnefs to thefe gentlemen - Mr. Stnjibh 

is like an elder brother to him. 

Mr. SPRIGHTLY. 

My dear Sir! I can not fay how much you 

ob!ige me - when you are a father you will 

know what my heart feels. 

SENSIBLE. 

Sir, it is a pleafure to guide fo amiable a 

boy. 

Mr. SP R 1 G HT L Y. 

Is he not rather indolent ? 

SENSIBLE. 

Perhaps, were he to indulge himfelf, he would 

fometimes linger in bed ; and be tedious in 

drcffing 

A 

iin 

yo. 



S c H o o L D r A r. o G u E s far B o Y s. + 1 

clreffing; but his fweet difpofition makes him 
correB: every propenfity to ill. 

Mr. S P R 1 G H T L Y. 

How does he pafs his leifure hours r 
SENSIBLE. 

In innocent play, or in reading fuch books 
as I recommend to him ; he works in his garden 
too. 

Mr. S P R I G H T L Y. 

A propos ; that reminds me of a promife. I 
am to carry you to look at his garden: Will 
vou come? , 

Aft·i. S P R I c H T L Y. 

Certainly. 

DIALOGUJ! 
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D l A L O G U E xxr. 

RATIONAL E .1~ P L Or Jl(f E l! T. 

A PARLOUR. 

J1iijs SPRIGHTLY fi!s at lVi,rk hy a Cf'able, 

upon <v;hi~h lies Barlow's .A::fop - G E i.-:- TL E 

and SPRIGHTLY are tur11i1:g it o-ver. 

GENTLE. 

J \VIS I-I we un<leri1ood Lati:z perfealy well. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

My elder brothers could con/hue the fables -

or my £!1er can tranHate from the Fr,ncb, and 

fatisfy our curiofity. 

fif i/s S P R I G H T L Y, 

[ Lcr.ying ,1,,,wn her ,v.:ork, Jhe /ooh O'Vt'r thm:, .faJ'ing,] 

T!1e OLD :.uN AND HIS :>o:::-:s - there is a 

m:rnufcript 

- · 
' I. 

., 

,, 

,., 

It 
"' .. 

,, . 

' 

I,• 
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manufcript at the end, which I will fhe\v you 
- there - it was written by a friend, 
th~ print. 

SPRIGHTLY, [Reads.] 

F A B L E. 

to foit 

cc An old man h;,.d three fons, who ufod 
f' to quarrel often; which rn~de him very un­
" happy. 

" One <lay he call~d them to him, " Hei·e 
" is a bundle of twigs, break them.,, ,. 'fhe eldeil: r 

10n tl iec.l ; then the fec~nd ; 
cc lafr of all the youn6eil t(ove, but th,.,, all ~ "'J c, attempted it 

. 
in vain. 

cc The old man tht>n took the bundle agam 
" jnto his h,rnd, and thus addrefied his fons: 

u Your frcquer1t qu~.rrels dii1:refs me ; a fa. 
" mily which is divided by difputes can never 
u thrive. Brothers fh()uld be the de:irefl: friends; 
re they were br.rn to .:fiiil and comfort each 
" o~her. 

" L..:t this bund!e of t\vigs teach you the be-
" nc:-it of un;,r.imity; - you fee 1~s fl:rcngth 

VoL. II. E " w hilft 

,, 
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" whilft the band remiins; - Ioofe the band, 

" and then try." 

" No fooner ,ve1 e the twigs feparated, tha11 

'' the young men began to foap them as fafi: 

" as poffible. 

'' The father then repeated, 

" Let that bundle of twigs be a leffon to 

" you, my fons. So long as you are united 

'' by the bond of brotherly affe ·cion, you will 

" derive mutual fecurity from your alliance; but 

" if you ne divided by diifention, you may all 

" be ruined with eafe." 

" The mother who fi-ood looking out at the 

" door, called to them, 

'' 0, my children! if you Jove your father 

u who provides for, or your mother who 

" nurfed you, live in a friendly manner toge­

" ther; fo will the fight of your happinefs cheer 

" the heart of your parents ; and He who placed 

" you here will blefs you." 

GE N TL E. 

Now we will look ag:un at the print. 

SPRlGHTLY. 

P.. 

Iii 

' I: 

Cc. 

I(. 
,C 
'· 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

How ferious the countenance of the father 1s, 

GENTLE. 

It 1s rather Hern ! 

Jif ijs S P R I G H T L Y, 

His countenance denotes him e,1rnefr and anxi­
ous for the welfare of his fons. 

GENTLE. 

I am thinking that a mother would look 
more pleafantly th:in the woman does. 

ll-1ifi S P R 1 G H T L Y, 

Confider - fhe is not fun-eying her fons., 
with the fati~facl:ion which a tender parent feels, 
when a fet of affectionate children .;re aflem­
bled ; fhe is not looking around her like my 
fweet mamm:?.. 

GEKTLE. 

It 1s true - I was wrong in my remark. 
ilf !f.s S P R I G H T L Y, 

Her face expre{fos great fclicitu<le ; it feern.s 
to fay, H Alas ! ,,·hen we are in our grave our 
• • fons my be mifcrable ; miferab!e from their 
H own fault." 

I• .. , ., 
S r R t GHTIY . 
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S?RIGHTI.Y. 

ProbJ:.ibly fhc may be fuppofod to rcRe2 upon 

her own neslcEt or mifmanagement of her fan" 

in their yo ... th. 

J1f ijs S I' R I G H T L Y. 

B•other - you rc.r.ember Mrs. Doat, 

the b,ibe was coming horn<! from nurfo : 

when 

SPR.JGHTLY. 

I ivas not there. 

Ai~fs s p R I G H T L y. 

She faid to the cl<lc.lt boy, " °N"O\\' your bro­

u thrr 1s coming home; ar:.:i if you be not 

'' very gooa, I fl1ail lo-.·e him bell:." 

SPRIGHTLY. 

How contr:i.ry to my m nnm:i.'s management! 

G Fl\ TL E. 

1\iTrs C /.I)' fa)S to 71ck, " If You do no: 

cc take care, Vo,.m_y ,v~!l get before you;" an.i 

the nurfery maid ca?Is to him, '' lf you do 
&C fo, I fhall not Jove yon fo well a~ ! !hall 

'' m~llcr :.J~c,, .. ,,,:)'. '' 

.M!fs SPRIGl!TLY. 

She muf1: be a \".'C.11.: \?Om.:in, or 'ery 1r.con-

iidcr::te. 
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SPRIGHTL1:·. 

Few children have fuch parents as we have -
if we were not afFecl:ionate to each other, we 
fuould be doubly faulty. 

Jvljs SPRIGHTLY. 

I will thew you a pi.tlure of my mamma. 

[Rt'adI. 
H See a fond mother, encircled by her chil-

" dren ; with pious tendernefs fue looks around, 
" and her foul even melts with maternal love. 

" One Ihe kifies on the forehead, and claps 
u another to her bofom. 

" One ihe fets upon her knee, and finds a 
" feat upon her foot for another. 

u And, whiie, by their aclions, thei1 lifpin,g 
" words, and a!king eyes, ihe underJlands their \·a­
" rious numberlefs little witl1es; to thefe the dif­
" penfes a look ; a word co chofe ; and, whether 
" !he fmilcs or frowns, it is all in tender love.'' 

The reH is very ferious ; {hall I procet::ct ~ 
SPRIGHTLY. 

Pray do : I can be ferious. 

E 3 
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Mifi s p R I G H T Ly. 

Doubtlefs: yet I would not enter upcn foch 
• a fubjcEl:, till I had apprifed you. [ Reac!s. 

cc Such, to U$, though infinitely high anca 

" and awful, is Pr.,,.1:dmce. 

" So it watches ci er us ; comforti!'lg thefe; 

H providing for thofe; Iif:cning to all; affiihng 

" every one. 

" And, if fometirnes it denies the fo·;or \ \ 'C 

" i,nplcre, It denies bnt to invite ou:- more 

u e:unefl: prayers; or frc!11ing to deny n blef-

" fir1g, grant!: one m the rcfufal.,., 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I ' l 1 d ·c1 • 1.. t- • , . tncin : you : w 1ere 1 you meet \\ 1L, L.is. 

J(f ij} S P R I C, H T L Y • 

lVIy aunt gave it to me. I think fhe fa~.d 
that R!chardfan was the au~hor, in ,vhofe wor1~.; 

ilie met wid·. :r. 

DI.ALOGl:f. 

I 

p 
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D I A L O G U E XXlI. 

'The TIM ID CRIJl.ff NAL. 

S A G E's C H A M B E R. 

S A G E. F R A N K L I N G. 

SAGE, 

AM very forry that you have been fo 

drawn in. 

FRANKLINC. 

I am a{hamed to o':r..J:n that I was. 

SAGE. 

Rather fay afhamcd that you <u;tre; the vo­
luntary avowal does you credit. 

FRANKL ING. 

I am req ue!led to confefs for a friend. 

SAG E. 

~.fed, I fuprofc. 

Fa , :,.- I" r, r N c , 
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FR A/;'; KL I NG. 

Did you know: 

SAG E. 

No: I only gueffed who it was. He has nei­
ther refolution to keep clear of faults, nor cou­
rage to own them. 

FR ANKLING 

He 1s much concerned. \' 

SAGE. 

rr'hat he always is. \Vhen he has d1) 1J e in 
}1e foffer. ample punin1mcnt in his own fc cl int-.::­

F RA l\" K !.. 1 NG. 

l\fay I affure him of your pardon? 

SAGE. 

Let him come. 

FR ANKLING. 

He dares not fee you. 

SAGE, 

If he wcr~ as cautious to amid a fault, as he 
is difl:rcifed when he has commitceci one, h :: 
would rarely offend. 

FRA1\"KLJl\'G. 

You forgi\·e him, I hope. 

io 
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S .\. G Eo 

I muft talk with him. 

FRANKLING. 

He was vrry unwilling to go. U nabie to 

withftand the intreaties of fome, and the raillery 

of others; he was almofi: force:! away. 

SA GE. 

vVas he forced to drink r 
FRAN KLING. 

I believe he would rather have been excufod 

after the fir ft glafs ; he is not fond of liquor. 

SAGE. 

I believe he 1s not. 

FRANKLING. 

I truft that he will never repeat the fault. 

SAGE, 

I feel no fuch confidence. 

_FR AN' KL IN G. 

You can not imagine how great his concern 1s. 

SAGE. 

Yes - I have often been witnefs to equal re­

motfc in him. 

FRANK LING,. 
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FR .G. r; K r. I r,; G. 

Poor fellow! how hard is ir, that he has in­
curred the difpleafure of his bell friend! and he 
really enjoyed no pleafure in the fcheme ! - I 
w.ill be his furety in future. 

SAG I. 

You are rafh. 

FRANKL I NG, 

I fee his fufferings from compunction ; I kno\V 
how a\'erfe he was from engaging. 

SAe;E. 

I love yoll for your zeal ; and pity his fufferings. 

FRANKLIN c. 

Then I hope that you recei·ve him into favour; 
1nay I tell him? -

Not fo. 

FR.ANKLING, 

I can pofitive1y affert, that he joined the party 
,vith reluctance ; and entering the tavern was en­
tirely contrary to his inclination. 

SAGE, 

He 1s guilty of abundance of faults, merely 

from 

fr: 

·1. 

F 

C 
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from want of rcfolution to withfiand the perfua­
.fions of thofe who laugh at him for his we-ak­
nefs m complying with thc1r folicitations. 

FR ANKLING. 

Cruel ! 

SAGE, 

Fooliih ! 

FRANKLINC, 

You are his guide ; do not for fake him. 

SAGE. 

Fear not... I love him tenderly. 

MEEK. [Stealing in.] 
0 ! forgive me, that I lifl:ened - I dul'il not 

come in. 

SAG F, 

I wilhed to gi,·e yon my aJvice once more. 

MF. F. K. 

How good you are! I am not afraid to pro­
mife never to offend in this way again - I ne­
ver loved liquor. 

SAC E. 

The going out was a great fault; it was 
c,~u trary to the law5 of the fchool. 

MEE.!(. 
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MEEK. 

I was very unwilling to go. 

SAGE. 

vVhy did you? 

MEEK. 

The boys told me I was a mifer and a CO\vard. 

SAGE. 

You proved yourfelf a coward. - Do you re­

member the reply of Xenophmus to thofe who 

urged him to \'enture his money in a game of 

dice; npbr:ii<ling him with being timo1ou:? 

l\tl EEK. 

No indeed. 

SAG E. 

Hear then from me - rrnJ let 1t remain 1n 

your memory. 

" I confifs I am fa timorous, I dare 1;cf d~ 

" all ill thinz." 

Remember thofe words - if ycu do not con­

quer that falfe rnodefly, you will go on all 

your life finning without inclination ; :::nd re• 

penting without amendment. - You muil exert 

refolution to do what you bww is rigl,t. 

l\I HK. 

.. 
'•, 

,._ 

r' 
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MEEK, 

I could have withflood the perfoafions; but 
the boys faiJ I was loath to fpend my money. 

SAGE. 

You ought not to fpend it rn 'Uzct. 

MEEK. 

They called me fneaking creature ; and faid., 
that I wanted to creep back to fchao1, to be­
tray them, and get myfelf excufed. 

SAGE. 

Beware of the firft and fligh tefl: breach of 
rules ; if you had not acccompanied them out 
of bour ds, you coul<l not have been fo be­
fet. 

MEEK. 

When I got over the wall, I knew nothing 
cf what they defigned. 

SAGE, 

Nor they prob:ibly. He who begins to de-
cline from the right path, flips farther and far­

, thcr; till he is frightened to find himfelf on 
the brink of ruin. 

VoL. II. 
MEEK. 
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MEEK. 

I little thought of being drawn into fuch fault,. 

SAGE, 

I believe you. Your di(pofi tion 1s good ; you 

wi.fh to acl rightly; yet few tranfgrefa fo fre­

quently. 

MEEK. 

I am an unhappy creature - when I am en­

gaged in a fcheme, I fee others merry and 

happy -

£ A GE. 

Mi1'ry perhaps, but not happ_y; - he only 

is happ;· who afts as he ought - b••I" go on. 

MEEK. 

I am inwardly lamenting that r !hall dif-

pleafe mv , real friends; fo that I have no en-

joyment at the time- then I am in a continual 

fright le.fl: a difcovery fhould be made; - nnd 

when I am detecl:e<l -

SAGE, 

You are fincerely forry - you promifo, (anct 

probably you think) that you \\ ill 2o fo no 

more ; if vou can obtain forgivenefs this time, 

indeed you ,Yi!! offC'nd no more -- but a!:: ! 

your p omifet --· 

I, .. 

I; 

.,. 

le 

... 
I 

.,, 
I 
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MEEK, 

Dear Mr. Sage fpare me the reil: - I am fo 
forry, fo aihamed -

SAGE, 

I am far from udighting to reproach-but I have 
tried every method without fue:cefs-now o· ferve­
in future I \vill take no notice of you the day after 
an offence ; I mean if you confefs it to me direclly; 
elfe I ihall withhold my notice a week. 

MEEK. 

You forgive me this time? 

SAGE, 

I do; m confideration that you acquainted me 
direcl:Iy. 

l\,T E E K. 

Dear l\tfr. Sage .1 I thank you! - if you ce<1fed 
to love me, I fl10uid be miferable. 

SAGE, 

Take care! 

To remember the t11,I 1s not a fufficient cau. 
tion for pu. 

Think of me, and be firm in your adherence 
to \Vhat you !wow to be right. 

F z DIALOGUE 
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D I A L O G U E XXIII. 

:the N E TY S C H O L A R. 

A ROOM OPENING INTO A GALLERY. 

S E NS I B L E and S A G E are flen ccwv,.,jil7g 

"With Eame.Jlnefs. 

SE N S I B LE. 

I AM certain that your yon no-- ::, fr~cnd will 
learn nothing amifs of Sprig/;t{v ; are you 

confident that he will teach him no harm? 

SAGE. 

I hope not. Y ct you ought to give Spri'gl:tl;·, 
a caution. 

SE N SI B LE. 

\Vhat are S11pple's particular faults: 

SA GE. 

I do not know. 

SE NS I n L E. 

Then I muft obfervc his conducl: befc.re I Hn-

t. 

\ 

r 
,, 
.... 

... 



ture to introduce him. to my little friend; you 
1·,.ow how infectious vice is. 

SAGE. 

I hope tha. Supp/e's errors have not been fuch 
as to dclerve the harlh appellat :c,1 of 'Vice. 

S E N S I B L E. 

As you only hc.pt, you muft allow me to fear. 

SAGE, 

I will enquire farther before I prefs you to 
admit him to any degree of intimacy with your 
charge. 

S E N SI B L E, 

You ought to know his character as .he is re. 
commended to your particular guidance, 

SAGE, 

His parents are pious good people; I know 
that they infiilled good principles before they 
font him to fchool. 

S E N SI B L E, 

You fay he 1s removed hither on account of 
mifcond ucl:, 

SAGE, 

F 3 
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S E N S I B L E. 

You m uft not blame me, if I defer the ac 4 

quaintance with Sprightly, till \Ve know the na­

·ture of that mifconduB:. 

SAGE, 
.. 

I hope th:i.t Supple is not fo bad as many boys 

who are already here. - Sprightly 1s acquainted 

with fcveral naughty boys, yet Sprightly remains 

good. 

SENSIBLE, 

As far as common civility require~, he is ac­

quainted with feveral boys, \vith whom I fhould 
be forry to fee him intimate. 

SAGE, 

Let him then be a common acauaintance till 
.L 

we fee how Supple acquits himfclf. 

SEN SIB L E, 

Agreed. If you will enquire what S11pple's 
faults have been; and allow me to acqua~nt 

Sprightb•· 

SAGE. 

I can not confcnt to proclaim S11/>}le's mi( 

conduB:; becaufe it would remove one 1 owerf11l 

incenti-re to reformation. 

.,. 

. 
,' 
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SE NS.I B LE. 

You mean his hope to efiablifh a good cha­
racter here r 

SAC E. 

I do. 

S E N S 1 B L E. 

Let me thr->n expLin myfelf. I can depend 
upon Sprightfy's fccrecy; he will not be~ray the 
confidence we mav ulacc rn him. J .. 

SA GE, 

'flwn yon \t;oulJ m<>rely annour:.ce to him the 
dif1,ofi,ion of our nc'.v 6J1rder, to put him upon 
his guad: 

That 1s mv defign. 

SAGE. 

I con fen t to th at. 

S E N S I n L Eo 

But obfe1Te - you mull fir fl: learn whether he 
be free from all crimin:11 inclin~~tions ; - if he 
be a liar -

I 
SAC IL 

If I find th1t he li.1.s ,een guilty of crime~, 

l would 
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I would not alk you to allow an intimacy wit:!! 

Sprightb·· 

SE .•SI B L E. 

A boy m:iy be free from aclual crmw, ye 

prove a very dangerous companion. 

l' v AG£. 

It 1s true. 

S E ~ S I B L E. 

I will even fuppofc that Supple is , crely neg­

ligent and . inattentive, and might be rcmoH.d 

hither folely bccaufe he made no improvement 

where he ,ms. 

S A CF.. 

I wiih it may be no worfo. 

SEKSIBLE. 

Vie will fuppofe this to be the cafe; I fhouid 

!hudder to expofe Sprightly to the contagion. 

SAGE. 

SJrightly is attentive - his good cxarnp!e 

might correct the fault of his friend. 

SEt,SIBL.E. 

I {hould rejoice to fee it; but I dare not 

baurd the reverfe - it is more probable that 

t •. c 
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the habit of ncgli6cnce would fl:eal infenfibly 
upon Sprightly - Suf!ple 1s an engagmg boy, 
you fay? 

SAGE. 

He appears to be fo. 

S E N S I B ·LE. 

He 1s the more dangerous, if lie be not 
good. I with to affi!l: you in reforming him 
without a hazanl of corrupting my own pupil. 

SAGE. 

I am very anxious for his reformation - fee 
how his mother ,vrites. [Gi--ves a lt.?tter.] 

SEl\"SIBLE. 

[ Reads o•ver the letter to himftl:f; Jh:ds tears; aJLd 

t1.:fter a paufi, fays,] 
Poor woman ! fl.e writ(!s foelinglr - I pity 

her tenderly. 

S /\ G .I.. 

And can you refufe to affift m reforming her 
fon? 

SENSIBLF. 

Rcfofe? - l will do any thing to promote fo 
good a \\'ork; any thing b..1t cxpoie another 

child 
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child to the danger of caufing the fame pang, 

in the brcaft of his mother. - Can I fee the 

perfon who accompanied him hither? 

SAGE. 

I wilh you to fee him - he will call foon. 

SENSIBLE. 

SA G E. 

An old fervant - born in the family, fo much 

attached to the lad, that he requefled to fray 
wit'.1 him a few days, to fee how he fetties in 
his new frhoo1. 

SE N S I I, L E. 

His name, I fee, is 'Trujly - is he related? 

SAGE, 

Here he comes - he !S ta! king to Supple at 

the end of the gallery. 

TRUSTY. 

My dear, go to play. To indulge your grief 

will do no good. 

SUPPLE. 

I can not pfoy. 

TP.USTT. 
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TRUSTY. 

Look on then whilfi: others play; it will 
amufe you, and you will feel fatisfaction in 
feeing them fo well pieafod. 

S U P P L E. 

I had rather fit here. 

SA GE. 

Mr. Cf'ruJlJ', walk in. [Enter Trufty.J I will 
fh ut the door, as I want to talk with you in pri­
vate; - you have always lived in the Supple fotni! y ? 

TRUSTY. 

Sir, I was born in the houfe. My father was 
n fer\'ant to old Sir Cf'homas, and was fo hJppy 
as to fave his life - my mother was the chil­
dren ·s nurfery-maid. 

SAGE. 

Do you fo·e in the family nowt 

TRUSTY. 

T live in the houfe, Sir, I fhouid be mife. 
r<!ble to leave it - but I am not a fcrv,rnt. 

S A G E: 

You are w~ll acquainted with the vou~h whom 
:·ou accompanied hither? 
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TRUSTY. 

Sir, I have knO\vn him fr,)m his birth. 

SAGE. 

What is the reafon of his removal from his 

£rft fchool? 

TRUSTY. 

Ah, Sir! he was a charming boy when he 

\vent thither. 

SAGE. 

W:i.s he idle? 
TRUSTY. 

Sir. I wo:.1ld not tdk upon the ful.,jc a now. 

SAGE, 

fv1r. SmjiUe 1s my partical.!r friend, he \\ ~11 

not divulge. 

S E N S 1 B L E. 

I am gornz. 
[Goes out. 

Sir, my heart bleeds when I recolkEt my 

. poor lady Supp/e's re;{ec.1:on at the birth of this 

boy - " 0 ! " fa.id fhe, " what a comfort v-:ill 

" this child be, if he prove good! but if no~" 

- Sir, you mi.lft guefo the rcft; for- [He <iunps. 
SAGE, 

I ., 

l, 

J 

.... 
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8 AGE, 

, I can reacily guefs, good l\fr. C[';-;vZ;-pray 
what are his faults : 

TRUSTY, 

\Vhy do you afk? 

SAGE. 

That I may be prepared to correB: t11em in 
him ; and to guard againfl: his miflea<ling others. 

TRUSTY. 

He is far from heing ill-inclineJ, Sir; but 
fo compli:rnt, tr,at he docs as thofe about him 
do, whether it be good or ill. 

SAGE, 

A dangerous e:lfinefs - yet I hope that by i.1-

troducing him to a fot of worthy boys, we 
may rcl1ore him to goodnefo. 

TRUSTY. 

Dear, Sir, try. He met with many very iJie 
<:ompanions at Li11z1on. 

S a\ G E. 

Tl:ev are to be met with 111 all fLhools. -
\\·e will call him in. 

G 
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T R u s T Y. [ opens the door, and calls, 

Mailer Su}pl e ! l\.lafl:er Supple! - He is gone ; 

v.ill feek for him. 

[ He goes out* 

SAC li., 

Honefl, afFeB:ionate old man! 

[ Enter Senfible and Sprightly.] 

S E NS I B L E. 

l!> Mr. (J.'ntj!v gone? 

SAGE. 

He 15 gone to ferk for Supp.lt. 

SEN :s I I; I, F. 

Vhat do vou hear? , 

SAGE, 

No particulars; - mereiy thar he ,vent to 

fchool a good boy, anu was corrupted by naughty 

comp:m1on~. 

[ R,-wter Trnfly, •uith Supple.) 

S U P 1· L !:. 

l\fr. Cf'ruJ!; tel15 me that you will be my 
guardian. 

SI, .:; .E, 

Gladly~ 

.. •, 

" ,, 



S<: H o o L D I A L o G u E s far B o Y s. 7 5. 

SUP I' LE. 

You are very good ; - I am fo unhappy ! 

[ Sighi11u, 

SA GE. 

\Vhat is the matter: 

SUPPL!!. 

I have grieved my parent::. by my faults. 

SAGE. 

Refolve to do better. 

SUPPLE. 

Sir, that I have rcfolved a tboufand times; 
ilnd a thoufand times broken my refo!ution. 

SAGE. 

Frankly confeifed. - I hope you ,vill be abie 
to keep your good refolutions, now you have 
left your naughty companions. 

SUPPL E. 

I with I may. - \Vhen I have fometimes re­
ceived a kind letter of good advice from my 
clear mamma, and been crymg over it, they 
would come and foatch it away, read it aloud, 
laugh at the advice, and ridicule me for re­
v,nding it, 

Gz SrRIG!iTLY, 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

0 dear ! how bad ! 

SUPPLE. 

When I knelt down the firll night to fay my 
prayers, they called out, " a lvlethodijF!" '.~ 

SPRIGHTLY. 

What did you do ? 

SUPPLE. 

I never dnrft kneel any more, for fhame. 

SAGE. 

It is of the utmoft confequence to difiinguifh 

between true and fa!;e ihame; never be afhamed 

to do ,zwll. 

SUPPLE. 

I was very unhappy; I often knew I was 

doing ill, yet had not courage to brave the jefts 

of my naughty companions, . 

SPRIGHTLY. 

,Jic The abfurd ' exclamation of Folly and Irrcli£;iOn at tl,e 

appearance of Devotion . ...., What is put into the mouth of 

Fods can not be fuppui<:u to be mt:ant as a retle.:bon nn 

anr feet, 

y 

y 

c, I 

I' 

li 
f I 
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SPRIGHTLY, 

I Jhou!d have done as ill, if I had not had 
fuch a friend as Senjible. 

SU PPL E. 

\.Vhy? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I thought it was manly to copy after older 
boys. 

S E N S I BL E. 

You are modeft in your confefficn. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

You recoIIea that I imitated fome idle fl ovens 
in neglecting to comb and wa!h; and when you 
reproved me, I owned that l wi!hed to be like 
my fchool-fellows. 

SUPPLE. 

\Yell! 

SPRIGHTLY. 

" Be as compliant as you pleafc, ,, faid Sm-
fib/e, " in things indilferent; Jet others choofa 
"' whether you fu:til dri,·e a hoop, or play at 
u leap-frog; - but whcr~ right an<l r:t•rt.11} ure 
con::erued,::i! be firm." ..,..., .., 

'T'RU TY. ✓ 
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TRUSTY. 

\Vho is this charming boy ? how we!l he re­

members the precepts of his friends ! 

SENSIBL.I:.. 

He is an excellent boy; and I hope he may be 

inftrumental in \Vinning S11pple to the right \V,1y. 

SAG£. 

Does Supple love books ? 

TRUSTY. 

He did before he !;;ft home 

quite unfettled fince. 

SAGE, 

he has been 

He will probably grow for.d of them aga111. 
'\,\·e have a fet of boys to whom we recommend 

foch bud .. :; as we approve. 

S E N S I B L E, 

YVhen the weather is bad, or a holiday afforJs 

leifurc hours, S/rigbtly and a few more bo, s 

pafs fomc time in readjng, or m 

paffages as we point ont to them. 

Si\ G £, 

\Ve will admit him of the p,.rt:·• 

convrno- foc:1 .. • .:> 
I 
'-1•., 
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TRUSTY. 

How happy fl1all I make Lady Supple at my 
return ! 

SAGE, 

I have great hopes that we may reftore your 
young friend to reafon. 

TRUSTY. 

My dear, I hope you will learn to copy aftet' 
good examples. 

S v PPL E. 

I wifh I may. 

TRUSTY, 

,v e are all prone to evil ; think of your dear 
parents, ilrive to grO\v as good as they wifo you 

' to be ;-pray to God to enable you to amend. 

SUP I' LE. 

I hope that the bo, s at this fchool do not 
1. ugh and play ut church ; l have been drawn 
inco doing fo; and fincc: th:.it n:rnghtinefs, I 
reallr bdie\·e that God has punilhed me by 
le~,·ing me to nwfdf: 

S ,\ C i. 

God doe5 wid1drar l i, orace from thofe who .. 
make 
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make an ill ufe of it; but if you repent~ and 
pray to him for affifrance, he will bh:fs and 
enable you to be good. 

SE NS I B L E. 

Mr . .A-v.:iful, Mr. Wifeman, Mr. Sage, all watch 
onr the boys to keep them in order at church; 
they are obliged to behave with decency, fo 
that you will never be interrupted in your devo .. 
tions; it muft depend upon yourfelf to be really 
devout. 

SAGE. 

If you be not attentive when you pray tQ 

God, you will draw down a curfe, and not a 
f..l ej/i;; g. 

DIALOGUE 

I 

R 

... 
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D I A L O G U E XXIV ~ 

THE SCHOOL, 

Boys affimUed. 

l\'f E E IC. 

I L:wc forgot my leffons. 

I\'lILUMAY. 

,vhat a pity ! 

11 EEK. 

l \\ ifh I had not been at home. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Rather ,viil1 that you ha<l looked over your 
kfions whilil you were at home. 

lvI E E K. 

How vexatious it is ! - who would have 
thought it r 

S l. N S l B L E 1 
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S E N S I B L E. 

\Vhat is the matter r 
1\,f E EK. 

I have loft all my leffons. 

S E N ~ I BL E. 

I am forry for it. 

MEEK. 

1 wifh I had not. 

S E NS I BL Eo 

Docs wifl1ing help you? 

MEEK. 

You rally me. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I know what 8eefible \Vill add; - what wil! 
help you? 

MEEK. 

ro fiudy diligently. 

MEEK. 

I am difcouraged that my memory 1s fo bad. 

SENSIBLE, 

¥:,xerci(c wi!l flrengthen it. 

SPRIGHTLY 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

Study carefully ; I will hear you repeat. 

MEEK. 

You are very kind. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Come, come, lofe no time; l\1r. l/Tijeman \vil1 
be here foon. 

MEEK. 

I fhould repeat a page; I can not learn i t 
in time. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Not unlefs you begin; I will fiudy it with 
you as an encouragement; it will imprint it 
the more firmly in my memory. -We may frudy 
aloud till Mr. H,,.i/ema11 comes. 

MEEK. 

'i ou are very good to me. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I put myfelf in your place; jufl: returriec.l 
from your friends, whom you grieved to quit# 
and at a lofs in your lcffon too: - I pity you , 
an<l am happy to give you any 1~~1p.--S1,pple ! 
do yon know yo.u- Jeff on ? 
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SUPP L E. 

No. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Take my advice: al ways learn your ldfon 
ihoroughly, then amufe yonrfcif at your leifure. 

SUPPLE, 

I can not learn fo faft as I could whcr1 I 
was eight years old. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

That 1s for want of practice. 

SUPPLE, 

How mortifying it i:;, to be !U fo low a clafs 
<1,t my agC! ! 

SENSIBLE. 

Let that be a fpur to you to take groat 
pains ; then -you will foon get OU t of the low 

clafs. 

SUPPLE. 

0 ! that I could recall time ! 
S E 1' SI B L E. 

Wafle not more in fruitlefs wifnes ;­
Make good ufe of the pref('//t time ; 
S; only you can rc<leem the pajl'. 

SUPPLE. 

, . 

c: 
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SUPPLE, 

How quick Sprightly is! I envy him. 

S E N S I B L £. 

Envy no one; make the bef1: ufe of the ca­
p:1city and memory which you enjoy: fa may 
you improve th -m. 

CAR F.. Fu L. 

I have no q uicknefa, no 11rer:gth of memory 
to boai1: of; but I am always rear:iy with my 
1 .,.. .e11ons. 

SENSIBLE. 

You h:i.ve more merit than tf yon ,vere natu­
raJly bright an<l lcfs aCTiduous, 

SPRIGHTLY. 

It is hard upon Sufjde that he ufed a differ­
ent grammar at L1,igtrm. 

TA u NT. 

He did not learn much in it. 

CI\Rl~FUL, 

But what he has learned is of no ufe here. 

S £ N S I B L E, 

Y ca are greatly mitl:aken ; but if it were not 
of ufe, you fhould not diCcot r lge him. - Snould 

VoL. II. II he 



he imagine that he could not get forward, he 

certainly could not. - To your feats - here i 

Mr. Wifeman. 

Mr. W I s E M A N. 

Who 1s ready ? - J1.1ed are you ? 

MEEK. [C;ying.] 

No, Sir. 

Mr. vV Is EM AN. 

Does crying help you? 

MEEK. 

No, Sir. 

jlf,-, WISE MAK. 

Supple! 

SUPPLE. 

Sir! 

~1Jide to Sprightly.] Dear Sprigbtb•, whifper me 

when I am at a lofs. 

SPRIGHTLY • 

.Afide.] Say you are not ready; tbat will be 

honeft; and ftuJy as hard as you can. 

SvPPLE • 

.Afide.] I am -ifra:d to fay fo; and I can not 

Je~rn my leffon . 

$ t' RIC H _T L 1( 

J 
' 

I 

l 
-~ 

~~L.~'I 

• '' ... 

A . 

I 
' 
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SPRIGHTLY, 

Ajide.] Do not think fo. 

SurPLE. 

Afide.] Tell me this once. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Ajide.] So you will mils learning the firil: 
leiTon : thllt firjl Iefion f110uld be the foundation 
for the refi:. 

SU PPL E. 

~ifrde.] I wiil afk you but this time
9 

SPRIGHTLY. 

,41de.] So you think now. 

SUPPLE • 

.Ajidt'.] I will be guided by you; and try til 
learn it. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

-1fide.] You \vill find the advantage of dili-1 
gence and application. 

[ After- fame time a /er'Vant enter.r, a11d /peaks f1 

,i1Jr. \Viieman, 'Iubo goes out.] 

MEEK. 

It ,vonld break my heart to be thrown back 

Bz 
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as Supple 1s ; he 1s now beginning with littlt 

boys of fix years old. 

SUPPLE. 

It 1s my o,vn fault; I really know no more 

than they do. 

p ER T. 

H you did, it would be the fame; - Mr. 

Wifiman made Sprightly begin again; yet he 

knew a great deal. 

SUPPLE. 

How did that happen? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

The grammar ufed here is different from that 

m which my mamma taught me. 

p ER T. 

It was very cruel. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

1 was rather difappointed - for I ,xpecred to 

be in a higher clafs. 

SUPPLE. 

What did you do ? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

1 ftudied hard. 

SENSIBLE. 

Jr 
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SE NS I B L E. 

I will tell you what his modefly makes him 
fopprefs. - He got through the grammar in a 
fhort time, and raifed himfelf to a higher claf~ 
by merit. - Now who does not allow that Mr~ 
Wifema1Z was kind, to grve him the pleafure of 
working his way? 

SUPPLE. 

I have not fuch quicknefs; neither am I 
accufiomed to learning. - I never looked in a 
book at Li11gtGn. 

SE. N SI BL E, 

You are candid in your confeffiori of pafr er ... 
rors ; fo I may fay that you experience punifh­
ment. 

S u P P L I:.. [!P-iping his e_yes.] 
Severe punifhment ! - here I fit like a great 

overgrown dunce, furrounded by little boys! 
' 

SPRIGHTLY. 

You will not fit there long, if inflead of 
reprnmg you apply carefully. 

\\7 ILFUL. 

If I were you I would not learn m a new 
grammar. 
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SENSIBLE. 

The new grammar would :fignify little; if he 

' h:!d been well verfed in the firft. 

p ER T. 

How can you fay fo? - all his (pointing to 

Spnghtb•} mamma's time was thrown away, anJ 

fhe thought herfelf fa clever. 

SP RI G H T LY. [inurrupting him.] 

,Vhatever liberties you take with me, I wiH 

net allow foch freedom of fpeech about my 

vzamma. 

p ER T. 

"\Vill you fight me? 

S P R l C H T L \ •• 

If-
SENSIBLr . 

Do not anfwcr him. -

Mrs. Spt·ightly's time was well fpent; he haJ 

acquired a. habit of ftudying ; he had improved 

his memory ; he had le~rncd to confide; tlie 

allotted talk as a duty. 

p ER T , 

A duty! 

.. 
t·, 
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S E N S I B L E. 

Obedience to parents is the firft duty; ar:.d 

, where parents are good and judicious, it will 

fec.ure the obfervance of every duty. 

p ER T. 

We have no parents here. 

S E N S I E L E. 

'But you have thofe who are appointed by 

your parents to act as their deputies; to them 

therefore you owe obedience, with fome degree 

of affection. 

p E RT. 

Wilful! do you hear r it is your duty to love 

1vir. Wiflman. 

VVILFUL. 

I iliall never love him ; I did not love my 

p3pa when he ,vhipped me;* nor my mamrna 

when fhe contradicted me. 

't Maller Wilful was an ill-managed child. - Children who 

2·e improperly indulged, muft occafionally be as im. roperly cor• 

:~;l~d. Rod, and rucar-p1um~ me:~ :n th: fame houfi:, 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

0 fie ! ne ! 

\VI I , FU L. 

1 do not love people wl1en they are crofs. 

SP~IGHTLY. 

They defigned their reproofs, their chailife­
rnen t for your benefit. 

\1/ I L FU L. 

So they told me: - what good ihould· it <lo 
me to be whipped? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Teach you to be good another time; make 
you remember. 

\V l L Fu L. 

If they whipped me all d2.y, I would be ,hi 

naughty as I liked. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Stubborn, naughty boy ! 

S E NS l BL E. 

H'i!Jul, come hither ! 

"\,VIL Fu L. 

I won't. 

, .. 

. 
" 

·• 
k 

r 

,,,_ 

' 
•I 
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SENSIBLE. 

j merely meant to talk to others through you: 

young gentlemen, I fhould not fpend a part of 

the fchool hours in chat, but that fome of the 

boys have advanced maxims which have a dan° 

gerous tendency ; and I wiilied to give you an 

antidote to the poifon~ 

p ER T. 

Silence ! liften to the learned orator ! 

SE N S I B LE. 

You~ Pert, may be as faucy as you pleafe; 

I !hall not be deterred from a good atl:ion by 

foolifh jefrs. 

YVere I haranguing the boys with a view to 
I 

!hew my fuperior wit~ I fuould then be :id~cu-

lous ; but I wi!h to perfuade them * to judg.e 

with propriety: my defign therefore 1s laudable, 

let the execution be as it may. 

The fundamental error among children is that 

hey affign the aclions of their fuperiors to erro­

neous 

* Let the Read!r accept ~he Wr;ter's apology it1 Scrfwle's 

f.eeech, 
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neous motives. V/e frequently fee this miftaken 
judgment in one particular infrance, I mean the 
article of correction. 

Mr. ll7ifiman is taxed with feverity: to whom 
i. he fevere ?-to the la.'Z_Y, the idle, the 'Vicious; 
never to the d"ll. 

I often hear Mr. lP'i_feman accufed of jll-na­
ture: but by whom is he fo accufed? -by none 
but very naughty boys; boys who impute to his 
humour the chafrifemcnt which J1e inflicls upon 
them., for the correftion of their faults. 

"\VIL Fu L. 
I\1y mamma grew tired of whipping me. 

SENSIBLE. 

And do you make your boall: of it? inconi~ 
gible boy ! you are unworthy notice: but I 
fpeak for the fake of other little boys, who 
might be corrupted by you. I fometimes hear 
enquiries, - cc Is Mr. 'IJ/ifiman in good humour?" 
if the anfwer be-" yes," -you think that you 
may be carelefs with impunity: but if -

TR IF L £ t)Klai11u, 
Afr. l/Tifimar. ! 
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[ Enter J,,,J,·. '\Vifeman. ] 

S EN SI E L E. 

As a mark of refpecl I defift from talking. 

D1AL0Gl..7E 
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D I A L O G U E XXV. 

The A C C O UN 'I'- B O O K. 

S A G E's C H A M B E R. 

SAGE-SUPPLE. 

S A G E. [ Looking ViHr a Bed cf Account,] 

J-J ERE is a {hilling deficient; how do you 
account for that? 

SUPPLE. 

I am aihamed to fay. 

SAGE. 

Tell me, however. 

SUPPLE. 

I Ien t it to Frank Careft:/s. I hope you will 
forgive a fault which arofe from good humol:ir. 

SAGE. 

Good humour is no cxcuf-! for difob.:!di~:1c~ 
1.:1 any one; and le:iit of ail in ycu, who h,r,:e 

bu 

. ,., 
' 
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been led into all forts of mifchief by compli­

ance. 

SUPPLE, 

He begged fo hard that I could not deny him. 

SAGE, 

Had his allowance been fmall, and you had 

gi'Ven him the fuilling, I foould have approved, 

nay applauded the all:. I fhould have exceed­

ingly praifed your conduct; but then you ought 

to have fet it down among your expences. 

SUPPLE,, 

He intreated that I would lend it to hirn.. 

SAGE, 

Why did you not tell him that one of your 

papa's injunctions was, neYer to let,d or borr.J-w 

money? 

SUPPLE, 

I did; but that would not fatisfy him, 

SAGE, 

It ought to have done; now ycu have not 

a farthing left. 

S UP I' L E, 

I fhall r•~ce1ve my allowan~e on ll~wda_·· .. 

VoL. IL l SAGE, 
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SAGE. 

You fhould not leave yourfelf quite without 

money; the fault punifhes itfelf this week: you 

can not have the pleafure to fubfcribe towards 

the payment of the furgeon's bill for poor Dame 

Need. 

SuPPL.E. 

I am very forry. 

SAGE. 

I once had the fon of a particular friend 

under my care. I was fo happy as to fee him 

fleer the middle courfe between niggardlinefo 

and extravagance: for him I wrote a fet of 

maxims, to guide him refpe[ti:1g crconomy. I 

will read a part. 

MAXIIvT I. 

Be not Jeljijh. 

The Prodigal, who J}md.; all that he has upon 

himfelf, is no lefs mum than the llfijer who d:­

lights to hoard. 

1\1 A X I !\'C II . 

Firfl: be jujl ; 

TJ1en chm·itaUt; 

t, 

!: 
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Then generous. 

To enable you to be all thefe, be frugal. 

M A X I M III. 

'e,·er hon·ow; but be contented; - keep you=­

exp:-:n.cc~ ,vithin your allowance .. ,.. 

12 DIALOGUE 

~ It were well if Parents and Mafiers would attend to 

the conduct of Children in thefe particulars. - How many 

young people contracl: at fchool, habits of extravagance which 

involve themfelves and their families in diftrefs and difgrace ! -

It is the epidemical madnefs of this age to fpend on Monday 

the allotment for the prefent week, and to mortga~e on 

CJ':ufday the allowance for the next, 
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D I A L O G U E xxvr. 

ENflUIRr. 

A i. :- AL C O VE, commanding a /Tiew of tht 
Play-Ground. - Cfbe Boy1 are fien at play. 

lrfr. Q_UONDAM, (a former Scholar) Mra 
SA GE. 

J,,fr. Q_u ON DA 11. 

m the rnidfl: of ftrangers. 

SAGE. 

A great nuinber are cdnie fince you left us .. 
Mr. Q_u- o ND AM. 

How does Careful go on ? 

SAGE. 

·very well, indeed. 

Mr. Q_u o ND AM. 

He continues to be diligent? 

SAGE. 

He does : his progrefs is a proof what appJi .. 
~:1tion will do. 
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lvlr. Q_u o No AM,. 

He had flow parts. 

SAGE. 

He has palled fevcral of the quick boys. 
]!Jr. Q_u O N D A M, 

A propos ! 1s Pert here frill ? 

SAGE. 

He is likely to be here all his life, if he 
fray till he is in the upper form. 

lvlr. Q_u o N D AM. 

As ignorant as ever r 
SAG E, 

And as conceited. 

}.fr, Q_u O N Il A 1\1 

And thetefore a:, ignorant; for he does not 
want capacity. 

SAGE. 

P,e thinks he knows every thing; by which 
mean he learns nothing. 

l.lr. Q_ u o N D A M. 

\Vhat fort of boy is :fl.leek ? 
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s A GE. 

\VeII difpofed; but in danger of rum, for 
want of refolution. 

lvlr. Q..u ON DAM. 

Apt? 

SAGE. 

Not unapt; yet I doubt he will make little 
pi:-ogrefs. 

Ji,fr. Q_u O :-l' D A M. 

Idle? 

SAGE. 

Not fo idle, as languid, and diffident of him .. 
fe lf; he is rather indolent, nor can I make him 
•wijb to excel. 

Afr. Q_u o No AM. 

Does he \\ ifh to pleafe ? 

SAG E. 

Y-e-s, if he could do it without trouble. 

Jlir. Q_u o No AM, 

I lhould be very apprehenfive of 11,feel:. being 
corrupted. 

SAGE. 

I am exceedingly fearful for him ; he is fre­

quentl 

ti 

for 
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quently in fcrapes; if I reprove him he weeps, 
and in treats forgivenefs; is miferable till he has 
obtained my pardon ; then he forgets all my 
advice, falls into fome new fcrape, and is again 
miferablc. 

11,fr. Q_u ON DAM. 

Somewhat like your new fcholar from Lington. 

SAGE. 

I have introduced him to a fet of good boys·; 
he begins to relifh advice, and to apply care­
fully to bufinefs, fo that I have great hopes of 
him. 

Afr. Q_ u o N D A M. 

\1/ho are thofe good boys ? 

SAGE. 

One is an excellent little fellow of tlte Sfright[y 
family. 

J..f r. Q_u o N D A ~,L 

The Sprightl)', who is here is fmaller than 
SuPf,lt.? 

SAC F.:, 

He is; bnt SuJ,t~fe is fo conJefcenJing as not 
to rneafu1e merit by inch~,. 

Mr, 
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'Jt.ir. Q_u ON DA J\f, 

Sage! you will fmile, if I tell you that I 

had not been a father an hour bt.fore I formed 

a wiili rcfpecling the education cf my fon. 

SAGE, 

It was early to form plans. 

Afr. Q_u o No A ~.r. 

I f11ou Id tremble to expofe a chiid to the c.on­

tagion of a fchool, where one wicked boy may 

root out every virtue, which a careful pare.11t 

has been labouring to plant. 

SAGE. 

But your \:villi? 

Afr. Quo N n A r,r. 

That he might be under your proteclion. You 

woull watch his cond ucl with the zeal of affec­

tion ; JOU would be like a parent. 

SAGE. 

If you w~ll engage not to fpoil yo· r fon ~t 

home, I will take tbe care of him with p~c.:1~ 

fore. 

Jr.fr. Q_u O !\DAM. 

I hope I .fh:::l net be fo Gt!el a father as to 

indulge 

A 

I 

F.· 

I• I 
,! 
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indulge my fon improperly: what unhappy crea­

tures are f poiled children when they come to 

fchool ! 

SAGE. 

They are unhappy at home, but when they 

mix with other boys ! - Poor 'Tom Way'1.-uard, 

what a difagreeable wretch he was ! 

Mr. Q__u o No AM. 

AnJ is; and will be; - fuch as the hoy was; 

fach is the man. 

SAGE. 

I believe our time for dinner 1s near ; will 

you dine? 

Mr. Q_u o No AM. 

I will fby to fee the young people fc::i.ted. -

How pleafing is this fcene ! 

u Enjoy, poor imps, enjoy your fportive trade; 

" And chace gay flies." 

[Cfbry go out. 

DIALOGUE 
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D I A L O G U E XXVII. 

The R I O T. 

T H E S C H O O L - R O O M. 

All the Boys are prefent. 

p ER T. 

J \Vifh we could make a riot here. 

MILDMAY. 

0 .fie ! how can you be fo wicked t 
p ER T, 

How can )'Ott be fo Jqueamijh? - wicked! 

MILD MAY. 

Jc is '7.t:ided to rebel againft our mafl:ers: the 
m '.!!lcr is in the place of a parent, as he is ap­

pointed by our parents. 

p ER T. 

Tol de rol Jol ! -- who will come and hear a 
fennon r - :i. fe rmon ! a fermon ! Come and hrar 

a formon 

C, 
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a fermon ag;iinft the great and heinous fin of 
rebellion! 

FLIPPANT. 

vVho preaches? who preaches? - 0 ! I zr;ght 
have gueffed. - \Vell ! where 1s your text? -
Begin ; I am all attention. 

l\1ILDMAY. 

lviy fcrmon would be 1ofr upon you, if I 
fuou]J preach; yet I 2.m not to be L:rnghed out 
of my oprn10n, 

SU ITH. 

"\Yhat 1s all this ? 

WHITE. 

Let us hear what is going fonv::ird here. 

SPRIGHTLY, 

Ali!dmaJ,; had a letter giving him an JCC0'.1 :! t 
of the riot at H.1.rra,z,1J, 

Fi;,IPPANT. 

\Ve a~e fo frupid thar 1,ve nc•;cr ha-re a ric~ 
}~ere, 

PzP.T. 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

I hope we never fha11. 

S !,1 I T H. 

If we had, what would you do? 

SPRIGHTLY, 

I d.:1re not be conndent that I fi10uid a.cl &1 1> I 

ought to do. 

WHITE 

What do you call acting as you ought to do? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

To perfifi: in the refolu~ion of obeyin_g the 

maf'ter, in fpite of all temptation to rebel. 

DAN, 

I never faw a riot ; yet I have been at two 

fchools before I came hither. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I heard Mr. Bright give an account of one 

which happened at Eton whil11 he was there. 

1vv H 1 TE. 

'Tell us. 

SMITH, 

Do tell us. 

~PP.IGHTLY. 

I, 

,, 
l 

IJ 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

I can not tell you much ; the boys dedared 
that they would leave the fchool. It was to 
my papa that Mr. Bright gave the account; 
and he faid, " Pray, Sir, what did you do r I 
cc think yozt are not of a rebellious fpirit ?" -
He replied mo<lefrly, "I was happy tfaat it 
c, .fl:oppcd before I had occafion to deciare my­
<c felf; for Dr. Firm refufed to quit the fchool: 
u I did not therefore need fo much refolution~ 
H as it would have required, to be fir ft in 
'' fetting the example of obedience." 

My papa exclaimed, 

" \Vhat a mark of the worthy dilpofition of 
u Dr. Firm.' no wonder that he prO\'Cs fo ex­
" cellent a man." 

p ER T, 

Let us fee your letter. 

1\,f I L D ::\I A Y • 

It would not pkafc you; it does not accord 
with your notwm; with 1l:ine it does. 

p Er T. 

!',JlLUM:.Y 



.. , 

I r o S c Ho o L D I A L o G u E s far B o y s. 

MILD MA":!. 

That a becoming fpint is !hewn by reli~ting 
nll perfuafions to a breach of duty; that it is 
truly noble to be il:eady in our adherence to a 
good refolution; and mean to be fearful of 
doing ,...,hat is right, becaufe others <lo ill. 

IVIE E K. 

What you fay is Yery jun; but I doubt 
I !hould have been afi1amcd of bcir.,~ the .firfr 0 

to do, what yet I wit11ed to do. 

l\I l L D M A y. 

Tiut you are aware it wouIJ be falfo fhame, 
ff it made you act amifs. 

l\-1 E EK. 

I am. 

M .[ L D M ... Y. 

1 honour GeDrge Steat(J,·.-ln the late not the 
boys refufed to go into the fchool-room: - he 

·(when the hour came at which thry ufu;i1ly 
,t.cnt in) took his place at the upper end; and 
l1is little brother placed himfe1f upon his form. 

SMJTH. 

.i'v11LDMAY, 

}' 
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l\1ILDMAY. 

The riotous fchoJars affembled at the door; 
they beckoned, called, hiffed, laughed, pointed­
he fat compofed in his place. 

\V H IT E. 

Surprifing ! 

lH1!.DMAY. 

At Jaft they fpied little Hemy Steady in a 
corner, and him they determined to remove. 

SMITH. 

I fuppofe that was not difficult. 

!vl I L D r-r A Y. 

You fl1all hear; they tempted him by every 
method they could contrive; - footheJ, intreatedr 
threatened: - they gibed him; faid he was a 
coward; afraid of his elder brother. At laft one 
great boy took him up to carry him out; tI1is 
moved Stead)' : a frufile enfue<l, which ended in 
viaory to StcadJ·, and little !!!·m:y was Iefr un­
rnolcllc<l. After all buillc was over, and the 
boys W<:'rc reduced to order, and again affemhlcd 
in frhcol, the ma!l:er gave thanks to Steady for 
hi::. worthy behaviour; and congr:i.t:.ilatcd him 

K2 upon 
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upon the influence of his good example on h:s 
b:other; think what an honor ! 

DA r, . 
How was this brought about: 

l\tlILDMAY. 

The mailer always is conqueror; the boys get 
nothing but ch:i(l:ifement, contempt, difgrace; -
they foew their evil difpofitions, or want of 
judg111ent; and are either flogged, or expelled,. 
:iccording to the degn~e of their guilt. 

THO'.\lPSON. 

I heard that Mrs. Vi·uelo:ve reafoned her fan 
i:-1to repent.?..nce, and font him back to fchool. 

MILD MAY. 

So my letter fays ; he went rn and feate ! 
hirnfclf by SteC!d_J; fo he was not punifhed : 
fame few followed his example. 

p ER T. 

Dunghiil w ~tchc~ ! 

l\11LDMAY. 

The very exclamation that echoed through the 
gang ! ( fo I mufi: call them.) Stead_,, c~l!ed aloud 
o Flianr, who flood wavering at the door, hcfi­

tatin<T 

II 

I• 

t. 

•. I 
I 
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ta tin n- how to all: - " N e,-er be allia "11ed to b 

" own you fee your error; it fhews th1t you 
" are 'tvifer than you were ! " - This brought 
him in. 

DAN, 

\Vho was the ringleader ? 

MILD :,r A Y. 

Hot_fpur. A lad of high mettic-, and mi!bken 
notions; he gloried in his fa._dt. Several who 
were on the point of leaving fchool, faid, they 
cared not for the mafter ! th~y little think what 
opinion rational people form of th"m. - It w~s 
near the time of holidays too ; fo that many 
thought if they could get home, whipping-day 
,..,.ould be di!b.nt. 

K3 DIALOGUE 
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D I A L O G U E xxvnr. 

:S U N D A r E V E N I N G. 

BO)'J a.ffemUed z'n the Parlozw. 

SM I TH. vv HY are we all affembled here ?-Our mafier 

is not returned; the ufher can not leave 

his bed ; and I am certain that Mr. Sage will 

not attempt to read. 

] 0 N E S. 

Certainly he will not. Mr. Lancet infified on 

bis flaying from church; and ha5 forbidden him 

to make any ufe of his eyes till the inflamation 

2.batcs. 

THOMPSON. 

Prob:1bly St'nfiMe is to read to us. - Here 

comes Mrs. ./Jru:iful. 

[E11t,r li1rs. Awefol. 

3 

Cf'J.,e !lop rifi and lorzu.] 

/t.,f,-; 

,, 

I· 

'1• 

,, 
.. 

t ' 
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J\i!rs. A w E F u L. 

Young gentlemen, Mr. A-wiful 1s concerned 
that he can not be with you this evening. His 
mother requefl:s him to flay till the funeral of 
his father is m·cr. Nothing lefs would detain 
him. - Mr . .IJ,wiful in the midfl: of his diH:refs 
thinks of his children, (fuch he efleems you all) 
~:,d thus he writes : 

" I am truly concerned that I can not be 
cc with my young people on Sunday evening. 
" To inftrucl: them in their duty, is one of my 
" greatefr pleafures, as it is my highefr duty: 
cc for what is all the learning which they c:an 
cc acquire, without the knowledge of God? - I 
" am certain tha,t Mr. fFifiman will attend to 
0 the behaviour of the boys at church: - He 
" will read the Catechifm, with all due fo_ 
" lemnity, aloud to my children in the e11ening-

1 

" ~nd will call upon fome of them to repeat a 
u part. - In fhort, he will be my deputy." 

As Mr. ll'ifiman is ill, I {hall give rnyfelf the 
ple:1Jure of fupplying his place. - I fl1all read 
to you the Catechifin, ;tnd explain a part of 

it.~ 
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it. - But firft we will have a little convcrfation. 

Young gentlemen, I am foryy to be6 in with 

reproof; fome of you behaved :it ehun.h m a 
manner fo very ill fuited to the pL1.ce ~..111.l oc­
cafion, that I fear you mufi: return \\ ith a wr.fe, 

and not a Me.ffe11g. - You would not have d .. re,l 

to do fo had Ivir. A-:wful been prc!en~. "\'/hat 
am I to think of you? Did you mean to :dFront 
me: 

S '.: I T H. 

l\i,.adam, we diJ not know that you were there. 

THO I'.l PS OK. 

The curtains of the gallery \Vere fo clofely 
<lr:w:n, th2.t we believed the mafrcr's feat wns 
empty. 

JoxEs. 

Indeed, I thought that nobody was there. - I 
heg your pardon. 

fl1rs. Aw E-, u L. 

Confider whom you affronted ! - not me alone. 

SMITH. 

I know, 1\fa<lam, that he w:10 offends you, 

offends the maf1cr; - but \,'C meant no offence 

to 

f' 
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to either; we could mean none., for we b::lie\·ed 

you to be abfent. 

\V HITE, 

Indeed, madam, we did not know that yo1..1 

were prclent. -~ I hope you will pardon us. 

Mrs. AwEFUL. 

As far as I am perfonally concerned, I pardon 

you mofl: freely ; - therefore what I fhall fay to 

you, arifes from no degree of anger. - I talk 

with you as a mother would do to her children, 

for whofe eternal welfare ihe was moft carncftly 

folicitous. - rvry dears, when you go to church, 

confider whofe houfe it is you enter; - it is 

" the houfe of God." - Reflect what a high 

privilege it is for us who " are but duft and 

" afhes," to be allowed to proftrate ourfelves 

before the Almighty, and lay our wants before 

11im ! \Vere you admitted to the honor of an 

audience from the King - were you allowed to 

appear before an earthly Monarch, to prefent a 

petition, or return thanks for .!. favor received, 

how woulcl you bcha·;e ! - would you laugh, 

110d, whifper? - But why do I enumerate the 

infrance:i 



l I 8 s CHOO L DI ALO Gu Es fi1· BO y s. 

inilances of impropriety? they fhock me as I re­
collect them. - If then you would blufh to be 
guilty of foch indignities towards an earthly 
Prince, how forry ought you to be to have of­
fended the Majefty of the King of Kings! 

You repeat the creed ; -- you declare " that 
" you believe m God : " - Jf you did indeed 
believe in him, you would behave \.Vith ferioufne:s 
and decorum when you went to " wodhip in 
" his holy temple:" you would be attenti--.e 
when his word is read. - But I addrefs my re­
proof to a few only of you ; the refr behaved 
well; and I hope were really devout. You, 
Spright{y, made me rejoice ; you re.1d the le/Tons, 
and I hope with attention. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Indeed, madam, I love to pray for God's 
bleffing on myfolf and my friends; and to return 
thanks for all the good things which he gives. -
J il:rive to be good, and I wiD1 I were better. 

Jlfrs. AWEFur.. 
Gaod child! c, Jf you fincerely wifh to feek 

" God, - he " who vifited " the child Samuel/' 

cc and 

<: 

.... 
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•' and accepted the praife of babes, will draw ,, 
your heart to him: - that Saviour \.vho em-

'' braced and blcffed the little children, will 
'' love you, and come unto you, and make 
" his I , 

with )'O'J. - At an age of more 
aooue 

'' experience and acquirements, you will be 
'' cquaily unable of J'Ourfilf to ferve God ac-
'' ccptably: it JS his grace alone which can 
" direct your he3rt to the love of God." "' 

\Ve will now begin ,vith the CatcchiGn . ·j· 

"' Th•s plf,,~t" is taken : rom a little rnlume which I! 

la• ly pul Llht>d, by the title of "A Bzrth-d?y Prf nt; ,;r 
" _r,:ir.e D,1.)'l C1r:vafa!1?n bL't•u:ten a ll1?th,r and Daughter. ' 
It breathes the fpirit of pure devotion; but I think. it i. 
abo·:e the f,.efi,:g, tLough not :ibove the: comprtherji;n of 
} oi:ni perfons frcm ten to i'ourtet:n year~ of ;:ge, C'h ldhood 
is not the foafon of fcnt.n~ent : l wifl1 every perfon ab~ve fourteen 
to read it. 

t After fa fweet an extrltt I d:ue net add a I:ne of my­
Ol\'n,-\Vhy d;J not the author of "Birtb Day Prcfo:t" write 
i:pon beb::iour at c'!-iurch? !\'othmg c:m be· mote neceffa,y th.rn 
:m admonition to bC'ys on tr1n fu!,j,,a. It appe:irs fo 11rcef: .. ry 
to the writer of thefe 1:nle volumes, tl.:it this di:ilugut: i 

DIALOGUE 
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DIALOGUE XXIX ... 

Afr. A \V 2 F U L's L I B R A R Y. 

Mr. A \~r E FU L. - 1l!r. \VISE MA i r. 

111r. VI I s E M A ::-; . 

M Y lift of Goad is the fullefr I have 
had; - there, Sir, arc their nan.es. 

llfr. A w F. F u L • 

A very agreeable fight ! - [ Readj.] 
" Freeman - Thomas - Careful." 

He is always here. 

" Friendly - Gocd,vi/l- Jfi/d1,WJ'· '' 
Him I am ufcd to find. 

ever 

" Sprightly."-

"-' Some time is fuppdeJ to have clnp!ed Jince S:ipple'• ar­
,i v.tl at fchool, 

c. 

I/ 

II 

,,, 

,, 
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" Sprightly." - A confl:ant one, 

Umph ! - umph ! - fureiy Gentle 1s of the 
number; 0 ! here he is! and " Supple!" I was 
doubtful about him.-Shall I never find IVleek? 

Jlfr: \V I S E M A N. 

I wifh to talk with yon about him, at your 
Ieifure, Sir. 

Afr. AWEFUL. I 

1 Tow for your Beft. 

11!r. VI I s E M A N, 

1 can not name Him.-I have three, and thefe 
:;.re their claims, [ Gi•ves a paper. 

1'.fr. A w E F u L. [Reads.] 
cc Sprightly. -

" Afiiduous at his ldfons ; amiable m his 
" difpofition ; uncxcc~ tionable in his conduct -
u Uniformly good .. " 

cc Gentle. -

" Manners, applicati:rn, &c. good; ,vith the 
a additional merit of having loft nothing during 
'' his abfen~e from fch::>ol.'..i - Very well! 

[ He reads o,z. 
" Supple." -

( Who expected to find him among the heft?) 
Vo1, II. J, [Rcadr 
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[ Rena~·-
" Supple h:is a claim to high honors and re­

"' wards, for the progrcfs he has made in hi1 
" Ie.1rnin~, and the rcfolution 11e has exerted 
" rn Lre:!king himfelf of many bad habits; -
~• he is pe:·:t.'{t!:, docile, and promi:-cs to 1,rO\·e 
.c aa C\'cellent Lov." 

Afr. Aw E Fu L. 

Thi-s 1s lhe firft time we have had fo agree-
3blc a Jilemma. - \,Vhole claim do you thin -
i-'1:perior? 

Excnfc me, Sir; )'Oil mull: decide. 

1;Jr. A.wEFUL. 

,vc will fnmmon the competitors. 

11fr. \VIS E MA N, 

They are v:amng in the little room. 

[Opening the door, ca/1.1. 
Gentlemen ! 

[ E11tc:r Sprightly, Gentle, Supple, lo-ct·i,:g r..vith 

1"#£3.J 
l.lr. AwEFUL. 

rvr y <le:irs; r rejoice to fee three of you .ipoll 
ful h ,rn occafion. 
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SPRIGHTLY. 

I am very happy to appear before you wiLh 
credit, Sir. 

GENTLE. 

Sprightly fpeaks for us all, Sir. 

Su PPL E. [Bowing.] 
Sir ! my heart is full. 

l\1r. A w E F u L. 

You all have my high approbation; - you 
are all entitled to general applaufe; - but the 
Prize! - this is the firft time there have been 
three claimants. - Speak for yourfelves. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Next to the affection of my nearcfl: relations, 
Sir, I value your approbation; - but for the 
Prize; - have I your permiffion to fpeak my 
thoughts? 

'Afr. A w E F u L. 

Go on. 

SPRIGHTLY. 

I fl1ould efleem a la!ling mark of approbation 
very highly indeed! - but I beg leave to with­
draw my claim. 

Lz 1.1,·. 
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Afr. A w E F u L. 

You fur prize me; on \Vhat account? 

SPRIGHTLY. 

Sir - I ha\·e enjoyed fuch fuperior advantage~; 
Jiave had foch incitements to goodnefs; that if 
I were not fomewhat better than boys in general 
are, I ihould be much more blameable. 

Afr. il w E F u L. 

Modefl: and candid ! - ;·011 fpeak, Gmt!e. 
GENTLE, 

I have been fo happy as to experience an 
equal degree of watchful care (both at home 
and here) with my friend Will Sprightly; I have 
had the frricleit friendfhip with him, feen his 
amiable example, and ihall I be lefs generous? 
-No-give the Crown, Sir, to this boy, (pointing 
to Supple) as a reward for the 11:ruggle he has 
undergone. 

Pardon me, Supple; it is no fecret that yo11 
had bad Jiabits to conquer. 

lllr. Aw E Pu L • 
.t Toble boys! -

Supple, what do you fay t 

SUPPL;:. 

te 
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SUPPLE. 

Sir, I can hardly fpeak; allow me a moment. 
l.lr. Aw E Fu L. [ A fide to l',fr. \Vifeman.] 

Thefe are glorious boys ! 

SUPPLE. 

I never folt fatisfacl:ion equal to what I expe­

rienced when Mr. Wi/eman announced to me 

that my name was on t!1e lift to be !hewn, For 

l ~llow that I !hive daily, hourly, every in­
fianc, to deferve fome degree of praifi. - I ftriv€ 
h~"rd ; and I am now rewarded beyond my defrrt. 

Afr. AwEFUL. 

You accept the Prize, a:; your dne reward. 

SUPPLE. 

Blefs me, Sir! -no! - I recei,·e the prize! -

your approYmg fmile is an encouragement to 
me to conlinue my endeaYours; and upon fomc 
future occafion, if I could hope to gain the 
Prize ;-but I ihould blu!h at my own meannefs, 
could I depri vc thcfe fu perior boys of their 
reward. 

To Jou, Sprightfy, I am greatly indebted th::it 
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1 am e\·en thought of as a candidate; - your 
advice, your example, your introduetion to our 
,vorthy friend, Gentle, contributed fo much to 
my reformation. [ Embraces him.] 

[During this Jpeech Mr. Aweful and A1r. Wifem:m 
co11<vc1:fe i11 a low <vcice.] 

ftfr, WI S E \! A N. 

Come with me, young gentlemen, and mark 
the book which you make choice of; each mark 
in the liil -which he would choofe for the Pri-::e~ 

DfALOGUi 
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D I A L O G U E XXX. 

T"hc AG R EE AB L E S [IR PR IS E ; 
Or, l'vf E R IT R E I /7 /! R D E D. 

A L A R G E R O O M. 

Galleries abor..;e, in <iuhich the Scbool-lo_ys .fit. 

lJelow, Jvlr. Aweful, 11lr. Wifeman, the Candi­
dates, their Proteclors, &c. A1uch Compa11y. 

C H I E F S P E A K E R S. 

jfr. A \V E F U L, l\,lr, W I S E M A N, S U P -
PLE, SPRIGHTLY, GENTLE, SEN. 
SIBLE, SAGE, w- 0 RT HY, Ji.fajler 
Gu Es T, ( a l'ijitor) er CV.,'O other Yijitt,n, 
n LADY, a,1,1 another Strange,·, a HERALD. 

Ji.fajier GUEST. 

¥HO are thofe in the mid<l1e gallery? -
they :ire dillinguilhe<l from the relt. 

Su PPL ii, 
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SU P P LE. 

They are thofe who have gained pnzes. 

Jl.1r.Jlcr G u £ s T. 

"\-Vhat 1s the prize ? 

SUPPLE. 

A bocl:::; upon it is ib.mpe<l a memorial ~nd 
date in letters cf gold. 

l~fajlcr Gu Es T. 

I am told there 1s great ceremony rn rnn­
ferring the prize. 

Su:rrLE. 

There are ceremonies in placing the cnN::1: 

upon the head of the conqueror. 

Afajler Gu Es T. 

\Vho 1s to have the crown ? 

SU P PL E. 

That 1s not yet known. 

ftlajlff G u E s T. 

But the crown, what is it? 

SUPPLE. 

A ,vre:i.th of artificial laurel; - there you may 
fre feveral. 

Jl.fajhr 

17 . 

Pe 

.,, . 
.. 

( 
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li-1ajler G u E s T. 
WJ1ere r 

SUPPLE. 

Hanging by thofe youths who f:.t in the middle gallery. 

Ji.faller Gu Es T. ,I 

T11eir former acquifitions? 

SUPPLE. 
Yes. 

Mf1-Jler Gu Es T. 

\iVho 1s likely to have the reward? 

SUPPLE. 

Perhaps Sprightly ;-there he fiands m a green coat. 

lvlajler Gu E: s T. 

The competitors then mix with the company? 
- Who elfe? 

SU P PL E. 

Ge,:t!e 1s one. - I do not fee him. 

111a_/ler Gui. 5 T. 
Any other? 

SUPPLE. 

There is another named; but he has no ex­pe8:ation. 
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111ajler Gu Es T. 

\Vhere 1s he? 

SUPPLE. 

Somewhere below. 

ll1ajltr Gu Es T. 

,vhen you fee him tell me; I love to obferve 
countenances. - \Vhat is his name? 

SUPPLE. 

You will foon difl:inguifh him. 

Afajler Gu Es T. 

\Vhere arc they crowned ? 

SUPPLE. 

\Vithin thofc raiL. 

Jltlajlcr GuEsT. 

,~·hat ails you ? 

S U PP L E. 

Nothing. 

lvlajlir" Gu Es T. 

Something docs ; I am fore you are iIJ. 

SUPPLE. 

0 ! no; I feel for the competitors; - both 
gamer and. Iofcrs, that is all. 

lilajler 

t 
J 
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ltlajler Gu Es T. 

There mull: be great anxiety for focccfs. 

SUPPLE. 

And great compaffion towards the two who 
mifs the reward. 

Majler Gu E s T. 

It is an honour to have been a candi~ate, fincc 
merh only gives a daim. 

[ Enter a pe1jon dreji as a Herald.] 

HER AL D. 

The company are requefi:ed to arrange thcm­
felves on the out.fide of thofc r:iils. 

HER AL D, [Proclamu.] 
Competitors ! 

Enter within the li!ls ! 

[Sprightly ad·vances into the midjl cr.vitb tolt,·atlt· 
jit'mnefi and alacriry.] 

[Gentle follows <t<.:itb 1.wcb tim:'dil)•.] 

[Supple brfitatcs, till .~fr. Sage gently Jmfoes him.] 

HER AL u, [Proclaims.] 
You t!i.s ! obforve ! 

See merit rcw:::-d~d, with a wreath of un­
fa<ling Laurel. 

Obic:Tc ! 
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Obfervc ! 

And emulate! 

Sprightly jiands pretty erc8, bis cormtma11ce t·ather 
app,·oaching to a Jil:ilt·. 

Gentle locks al:crnately c-zvith re'uern,c1• at II.fr. ' 

Awefol; cz.t:itb aJF.:licn at Sprightly; <zviih com­
plawzce ttpon Sup~le. 

Supple looks do-u.:11 upo;z tbe gro1111d cz.uith c.aeedi11~ 
lmmilit;•, 

J.1r. ./lu:iful v:akes a fign - and at tLe faml 

i11jlm1t 

Senfible cnn1..;ns Sprightly. 

Worthy crowm Gentle. 

Sage crocz.um Supple. 

From the gallt'rJ a general .foout rs heard, mul 
claf,ping of hands. 

111r. Aw E Fu L. 

\Vhcre all arc worthy, al! ll1all be rewarded. 
Perfcvcrc in goodne:s, and Le happy. 

L the three c1,:~·; ,ice, mu! e:rcla,m.] 

" Happy!" 

'' Th.mks!" 

" 0 ! thanks!,, 

. 
• . l 

It 
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[tben a perfan brings three boolu, and gi--ves 
them to 'JI.fr. Awefol, <ivho addnjfes the {hre,: b~·s.] 

ilfr. A w E F u L. 

There is for ead1 the book w11ich each made 
choic.e of. -

Amiable children! - thus ever emulate each 
ot!1er amicably. 

[-The comp{ltzy mzx, and con-verfl in partie.;.] 

.FIRS 'I' VISITOR. 

\Vhat infcription is upon them? 

SECOND VISITOR. 

" 71.,e Rc·ward of .11Ic1·it !" with the name 
and Jate. 

f I R ST VI S ITO R. 

They are all fwcet boys. 

S A G ·E. 

Each reJ01ces m the fuccefa of the re/1:. 

S EN SI BL E, 

Each would have felt greatly difappointed for 
~ht: other two, had he alone met with fuccefs. 

WORTHY • 

... Tot one could h1ve enjoyed fuccefs; he would 
VoL. II. .M fo 
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fo warmly have iliared the m0nifi..:ation of t:1e 

others. 

FIRST VISITOR. 

V/hat con!litutcs you cne c,f t:1e p1:rfu11s : ) 
confer the crown ? 

SEN' S l BL E. 

I-I:n·ing haJ ti1e honor to u::itai:1 one. 

SECOND V1s1roR. 

Ts there any t!1ing more to be fecn: 

N 1· ot.ung; 

SENSIBLE,. 

unlcfs you would 

wi~h the fpons of the ·boys. 

be 

F 1 R s T \ ' 1 s r T o R • 

Is there any thing p:,rti.:-ul::.r? 

SEXSI.CLE. 

entcrt~.ineJ 

1t is a day of liberty; e:~r11 docs wh:1t r1e 
likes; and there is no puni1hment, c:~ccpt for a 

,·1c:ous action. 

SE CON D VIS ! TOR. 

Arc there not fir~nge riots ? 

S E N S I D L E. 

Thc;c ~re variety of tricks. 

FIRST. 
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FIRST VISITOR. 

It 1s an o<l<l cu fi:om. 

SENSIBLE. 

It h;is its ufc. 

SECOND VISITOR. 

You mean in difcovering the difpofitions of 
the boys? 

S E NS I BL E, 

Certainly. 

f I RS T \TIS ITO R. 

H:rve you any exemplary public punifhments? 

SENSIBLE. 

Not as public as thefe rew:i.rds; Mr. Awiful 
is fearful they might harden the offenders. 

SECOND VISITOR. 

\Vhat are your chief punifhments? 

LA DY • 

. :\las! for thofe who need puni!hment ! 
SAGE. 

A fchool, madJ.m, is a little world; the mem­
bers of the community are not what we <z.1,:ijh; 
,_.c muft mai-:e the beft th:!t ,vc can of them. 

Mz 
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LA DY. 

Puni{hment rarely reclaims an offender. 

SAGE. 

If it ner;;er did, yet it would h:i.ve this ufe; ·­
it might deter others from fellowing a ba · 
example. 

V1s1TOP.. 

What puni!hments have you? 

SA GE. 

Taiks, excrcifes. 

They are good. 

SI'. GE. 

For the J1ejnous offence of telling a f....Hhood;, 
a tongue cut in red cloth 1s worn ; - for the 
fiill more atrocious cnme, a mali>i.:ious lie, a 
black tongue. 

LA DY. 

Proper, doubtlefs; but it would break the 
heart of a mother, for her fon to defcrvc them. 

VISITOR. 

Does Mr. Arz,~•iful keep much m the fchool? 

SAGE. 

f .. 
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SAGE, 

His breakfafi-room (and through that the whole 
fuitc of apartments) communicates with the 
fchool; when he enters, and feats himfelf behind 
a fcrccn, no one knows of his entrance; fo that 
he lhould never be fuppofed to be abfont. Yet 

he is not known to be prcfent, but v:hen he 
pleafes. 

LA DY, 

A proper rcllraint. 

SAGE, 

To the gr,od; - but the gre::iter part never 
think of him, any more than we do of a fupe­
rior witncfs. 

LA DY, 

The u{hcr is, I fuppofc, always prcfent? 

SAGE, 

Not fa; I frequently fupply his place; yef-
tcr<lay I dicl fo; and I heard one boy fay, 
" Mr. Sage 15 ufhcr thjs mormng; I will do 
" nothing, for he never whips.' 1 

M ,. 
.:, LADY 
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LADY, 

Odious boy! what pam thofe things m .:ifi: 
give !-I would not keep a fchoo1. 

SAGE. 

But I had "the plc::fore to hear anot11cr ex-
claim - '' C ngenerous ! mccln ! - I will e)l.e-n 
" double diligence," 

LA DY. 

This \Vas fome compenfation. 

SAGE. 

I ha,·e enjoyed infinite fati!>fatlion thi~ mo,·.n­
ing; - two of thofc bo\ s who rccei, cd the 
c:rown, were my particular pupils; and the third 
the pupil of my friend, Smfible. -Thcfo are joys! 

LA DY. 

'\Vhat do you fuppofe the 11:utbers of foch 
boys mull feel? 

SAGE, 

Mor~ than they can e.xprcfs, or I conceive, 

TH E EN D. 

I. 
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