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P.REFACE. 

rr HE Author of this little volume, has 

for several years been e1nployed in the 

education of yonth. He has taught 

in a small town ; he is now established 

in a large city : for some time he 

,vas a teacher in an Hospital, and he 

has been much employed in private tui­

tion. He has taught all ranks, fron1 

the peer's son to the children of the 

lower orders. Such are his clain1s on 

public candour, while he attempts to 

exhibit a picture of youth. 
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Some may suppose that the picture 

is too favourable. The picture, accord­

ing to the \V ri ter's experience, is just. 

Youth has fre9uently errors, which may 

become vices; but it seldon1 indeed is 

v1c1ous. A young 111an has a wann 

heart: gain his aflection, and you may 

lead lum by every generous principle to 

virtue. 

If the language and sentiments should 

be thought to rise sometimes aho\'e 

the capacity, of youth, the "\Vriter re­

n1arks, that he has been 111uch in the 

habit of employing young people. to 

read to him, and he has found that they 

perfectly understood an author, who 

wrote perspicuously, though, for want 

of ,vords, they could not easily express 

his ideas. "\Vhile we consult the capa­

cities of the ) oung, we must not de-
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scend to their language and sentiments., 

but \Ve should raise them to ours. Be­

sides, a work which leaves son1ething to 

reason or fancy, on a subsequent perusal 

is ever the most pleasing. 

If the humour in son1e parts of the 

volume be deemed rather too broad, the 

\Vri ter replies, that his experience of 

you th has in every respect decided his 

n1ode of writing : his object has been 

to blend a1nusen1ent \Vith instruction. 

The young 1n ust be a1nused ; and in his 

attempt to acc01nplish this purpose, 

,vhile he has n1ost carefully consulted 

their n1orals, he has paid particular at­

tention to their taste. Vulgarity of 

taste, contracted in early life, frequently 

influences, in son1e n1easure, the future 

r hara c ter. 
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TII.E 

ACADEMY. 

THE RECTOR. 

J N the vicinity of a pleasant village, a 
few 1niles distant from Edinburgh, l\lr 

l\Iacadam, or the Rector as he ,vas com-
1nonly called, kept a boarding-school for 
tbe instruction of youth. He was a 1nan of 
talents as well as of worth, and ,vhile his 
learning was ,vithout pedantry, his n1an­
ners possessed that engaging affability 

which is the result of good sense and 
benevolence. He ,vas of opinion, that 

the character of the n1an, generally 
A 
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sprjngs from the propensities of the 

child, and hence he deemed tbe educa­

tion of you th an object of the highest 

n1omen t. The ,vrong propensities of 

youth, by judicious management, may 

frequently be overcome; but if they are 

permitted to acquire strength, they often 

defy the \vhole force of persuasion. The 

hand of a boy can bend the sapling, ,vhich 

in a fe\v years will resist the fury of the 

storm. 

The dfpra,·jty of 111orals has been no 

less the subject of regret, than the theme 

of declamation. ,vhile the learned, with 

]au<lable zea1, are exploring nature, a11cl 

improving the arts and sciences, the pu-

1ity of pt.1b1ic morals is wholly dispropor­

tioned to the general diffusion of know­

ledge. Learning is no longer veiled in 

n1ystery; it has descended from the aca­

demy, and is often found in tbe humbler 

,val ks of life.-,Yhy then are not public 

morals n1ore pure ? One of the causes is, 

I ,, 
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that sufricien t attention is not paid to 
the early period of life. In youth ,ve 

arc almost wholly guided by in1itation; 
in manhood we are urged to action by 
interest and passion; in age \\re yield to 
the influence of habit.-Seldom are we 

directed by reason, because the principle 
is· too n1 uch neglected. 

Propose some truth in 111orals, support 
it ,vith the clearest evidence, and mark 
the eYent. It floats in speculation only 
among the generality of mankind. Few 
of those in the Yigour of life, who are 
carried on by their passions, haye ei­
ther leisure or resolution to question the 
justness of their opinions, or the rectitude 
of their conduct; while, with the aged, 
frmn the effect of habit, the actions of 
Je terday are those of to-day. Truth, 
,vith the young, naturally finds a n1ore 
ready reception. .It has but few preju­
dices to combat.; it has no habits to over­
come; and it must be n1ore acceptable 

A2 
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than error, because the pleasure which it 

bestows is 111ore pure and sublime. "\'Vhy 
then do not the young cordially embrace 

truth ?-Early impressions, ,vhich have 

great influence on the future character, 

are generally deemed too slight to merit 

attention : reason, which is destined to 

regulate the conduct, is ,veak fron1 ,nmt 

of cultivatio11; and hence the young·, 

fron1 the force of example, are easily led 

into error. The great object, then, of e­

ducati0!1, is abundantly obvious. \Vatch 

and regulate early impressions ; improve 

the rnor .. tl faculty; and while you en-
~ 

]igb1en the reason, render it sufficiently 

strong to regulate the passions, as well 

as to resist the force of bad example. 

It i'> the advice of many, that youth 

should be addressed in the language only 

of reason ; while others say, that educa­

tion, durin6 the first period of life, should 

be wholly negJ.ti\ e ; that the mind 

should be preserved from error, but that 
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it should not be tau2·ht either truth or 
u 

,·irtue. Some n1ay term these op1n10ns 

absurd; candour, however, will only call 

the1n partial. 

During the first years of life, man is 

aln1ost wholly a being of sensation ; rea­

son is i1n1nature, and he is guided by his 

desires and aversions. Discourse \Yith 

hin1 in regard to his actions : If your ar­

guments are above his capacity, they arc 

disregarded; if they coincide with his in­

clination, they are superfluous; if they op­

pose it, they are rejected. Reason is the 

result of experience and reflection : a 

child, therefore, nn1st be governed by 

t11at steady authority which is gujdcd by 

knowledge and affection. Rut this au­

thority 1nust gradually giye \Vay to the 

expansion of reason, and happy is the 

youth whose juclgn1ent, by the superin­

tendence of a prudent guardian, is fully 

equal to the direction of bis conduct, 

vhen he c01nes abroad into the world. 

A 3 
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If authonty is not early assume<l, and 
steadily prcse1Tecl, a child will soon be­
come the slaye of his caprices and pas­
sions, and by such indulgence he will be 
rendered incnpable of acc1uiring the con­
trol of reasoll. But if the exercise of 
authority is too long protracted, a you th 
becomes feeble and irresolute, equally 
destitute of every noble principle, as inca­
pable of every manly exertion. He 1nust 
Jean upon those who surround hi1n; he 
resembles the creeping plant, ,vhich for 

, support twines round the stem of the · 
oak. Such "·ere the opinions which in­
fluenced l\:Ir l\Iacadan1 in the education 
of his pupils. 
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THE PUPILS. 

Besides the Young Gentlemen here mentioned, 

there were several others in the Academy ; but 

the following are those who make the most 

conspicuous figure in the volume. 

Enw.Aun Tow:NLY ·was heir to a title; 

and as_ his father, Lord Townly, ,vas 

n1uch engaged in public bnsiness, the di­

rection of his general conduct devolved 

upon his mother, and an aunt who res1-

decl in the fainily. 

Lady Townly, "'ho really doted upon 

her son, ,vas extremely anxious that he 

should be equally respectable and happy. 

Iler wishes did honour to her 111aternal 

feelings, but the 111eans which she e1n­

ployccl to accomplish the111 were wrong. 

She thought that, in order to inspire 

A4 
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hi111 with dignity of sentiment, it ,vas 
ouly necessary to remind him of the title 
to ,vhich he ,vas born; and, in order to 
render him happy, she permitted him to 
pursue his own ,vill, almost without re­
straint, and ,vithout contradiction. Be­
sides, Lady Townly, who herself ,vas 
beautiful, put a hig;h value on external 
appearance, and it was her earnest desire 
that her son should possess every exterior 
accomplishn1ent. But part of a letter, 
,vhich she wrote to l\tir l\lacadam, ,vill 
at once exhibit her own character, as well 
as that of her son. 

" I place 1ny son under your care, be­
cause my Lord has come to the determi­
nation that he shall no longer receive his 
education at home. He is a dear vouth, ,, 
and I particularly desire that you will 
be careful of his manners. If he return 
to n1e a. clown, I declare I shall ncve 
forgive 1ny Lord. 
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" I am' told that in academies, one is 

scarcely allowed to speak; no,v this will 

not do with 111y son. Ho,v delightfully 

he talks ! Do you kno\V that my Lord 

Sneenvell and I, ,vith several others, 

,vere engaged in conversation, and he 

broke in upon us with his ,vitty ren1arks. 

His Lordship ,vas prodigiously an1used; 

he laughed heartily, and advised n1e to 

111ake hin1 a n1ember of parlian1ent. "\Vhy 

that strange notion, 111y Lord? cried I. 

Because, 1Iada1n, he replied, ,ve shall no 

longer be tired ,vith long speeches.­

How so? Because, cried his Lordship, he 

,vill stop them in the n1iddle ; and then 

,ve shall have as short speeches as the 

people. had in Siberia, ,vhen each 111e1nber 

who was about 'to speak in their assen1-

blies, was obliged to stand up to the chin 

in a vessel full of cold ,vater. ,v e all 

langhccl; it ,vas vastly amusing. 

A5 
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" He perhaps n1ay not be ,vithout his 
1i ttle faults ; but they all arise fro1n the 
playfulness of his dispositions. Last week, 
I had a party of ladies to dine ·with 1ne, 
and before dinner we went into the gar­
den to ,vallc In a short time, I saw 
Edward riding into the place where ,ve 
,vere on his little pony. I called hi1n 
not to come, yet he galloped toward us, 
and on his approach we scan1pered off the 
,valk like a flock of frighted birds, and 
trode do\vn thousands of elegant flowers 
,vhich surrounded us. I ,vas angry, and 
I told hi1n that he had done ,n·ong; for 
I never conceal fro111 hin1 his faults; and 
the Honourable l\Iiss Sensitive said that 
he deserved a good whipping. 

'" This last observation seemed to dis­
please him, and ,vhat think you did he? 
.After dinner, he filled a. syringe with 
,vine, aud pretending to squirt it at his 
dog, he directed it to,vard ::\Iiss Sensi­
tive, and n1ade a red flowing stream, 
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fron1 the top to the botton1 of her gown. 

You n1ay concei \'e the confusion that en­

sued. ~Iy Lord ca111e to hear of this af­

fair; for I 111yself ,vould ·never have told 

him of it; and so Edward is ordered off 

to your Academy. 

" There is one thing ,vhich extremely 

surprises and vexes n1e. Though I a111 

one of the most tender and indulgent of 

mothers, Edward does not really loYe 

and respect n1e as I could wish ; while 

he both loves and respects his father, ,vho 

is 111ore se\·ere upon him." 

The Rector thus wrote in reply : " Dy 

your mode of tuition, your son ,vould be 

rendered fit to govern slaves ; I shall 

teach hin1 how to live an1ong 1nen. To 

111ake hin1 happy, you would surround hin1 

,vith every indulgence. To give the oak 

vigour, you ,vou1d confine it to a hot­

house. I shall not keep your son at a 

distance fr01n the petty 1nisfortunes of 

life; but I shall clo n1ore, I shall enable 

A6 
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hin1 to overcome them. You ,vonder 
,v hy he does not sufficiently lcve you. 
To gain his ,vann attachment, you n1ust 
restrain his appetites and passions; you 
must lead him to virtue; and when he 
respects virtue, he ,vill respect you. You 
have co1nrnitted hin1 to my care; ,vhile 
I teach him to be a man, I shall instruct 
hin1 to respect his mother, even in he· 
,veakness." 

JosEPH ScouRHILL ,vas the son of 
Squire Scourhill, ,vhose tin1e ,vas ,vhoJly 
devoted to the amusements of the field. 
I shall transcribe part of the Squire'~ 
letter to the Rtctcr. 

" I hereby send my son Joe to your 
care. He is a cle,·cr one, and well he 
likes to bestride a hunter. ,vby, on 
Saturday last, I set him upon Lightfoot, 
as fine a horse as you would ,vish to clap 
your eyes upon ; the dogs ,vere unken­
nelled; I had a num her of choice young 
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fello,vs with me; and off we ·went. Puss 

,vas soon started. Halloo !-forward !­

,vas the ,vord. ,v e cleared hedges, and 

ditches, and dikes, and gates ; nothing 

could stop us; and ,vould you suppose 

it? 111y youngster ,vas first in at the 

death. 
" But here is the misfortune : On our 

return in the evening, Joe would clear a 

ditch and hedge. Lightfoot was son1e­

what jaded, and he stuck in the ditch, 

,vhile the young one pitched over his 

head, and stuck in the hedge. My boy's 

face got a fe,v scratches! But ,vhat of 

that? A few scratches ! Yet when he 

came hon1e, his 1nother, on seeing his 

bloody face, held up her hands, and 

cried, Ah 1 n1y son Joseph ! And she 

said, turning round to 111e, 1\Iy dear, he 

will break his neck one of these days ; 

and so she said that he should be sent to 

your Academy. ~Iy ,vife is a very good 
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,voman; we never disagree ; so I said, ~Iy 
dear, you n1ay take your own will." 

.A habit of application, which should 
be early acquired, is of the utmost impor­
tance to youth; it is the foundation of 
all excellence. :\Ian y a boy is thought 
to be without abilities, when, in fact, he 
is only without application. The Rector 
supposed that young ScourhilI, fro1n his 
n1ocle of life, ·would be destitute of the 
habit, but in this supposition he was for­
tunately 1nistake11. 

Trl\IOTHY TRADEWELL ,vas the son of 
a person who had gained a large fortune 
by his industry. The old gentleman thus 
,vrote to l\ir :i\Iacaclarn. 

" Please receive per the bearer, my son 
Timotby, who111 I consign to your care. 
On receipt of this my letter, I beg you 
,vill turn hin1 to the best account, for I 
can 1nake nothing of hin1. IIis mother 
early began to Yex ancl scold him, and I 
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beat him eyery day; yet, as a body n1ay 

say, I cannot get hin1 to hold up his head, 

and speak the truth. I dare say he 111ay 

be taught to kno,v, that a penny saved is 

a penny gained; but, for the life of 111e, I 

cannot get hin1 to look 111e in the face. 

After giving hin1 a threshing, Timothy, 

says I, look up, tell the truth, and shan1e 

Old Nick; but ne,Tcr a bit does he 111ind 

111e. And ,vhat do you think, ,vhen I cast 

111y eyes over ni;y spectacles out at my 

shop ,vindo,v, ,vhy I see hin1 laughing 

and capering with his con1panions; but 

the moment he con1es to 111e, he thro,vs 

down his eyes upon the ground, as if he 

,vere looking for pins. 

" I dispatched hin1 s01ne time ago to a 

boarding-school, but he was soon sent 

·back on n1y hands, and the reason you 

shall hear. The 1naster of the academy 

n1a<le a supper for his friends. As the ser­

Yant ,vas going up stairs with so1ne fine 

tarts, 111y son thought proper to slip t,vo 

J 
,. 
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off the plate, and ,vhipping into his cham­
ber, he glided to a chair in a corner, and 
putting do,vn the tarts, he sunk do,vn on 
his knees, with his body bending over 
the precious morsel, in order to conceal it. 
Immediately the 1naster came in, and cried 
in a passion, ,vhere is that base-born boy 
,vho has stolen the tarts? The youngsters, 
who ,vere all going to bed, denied the 
charge, but one of them pointed to n1y 
son. Ah ! no, cried the 1naster, that good · 
boy ,vho is at his prayers ,vould not be 
guilty of such an action; but next morn­
ing the truth came out, and my son ,vas 
sent home. Now, as I fron1 my soul hate . 
deceit under the cloak of religion, I ques- . 
tionecl my son about the matter, and he 
a snres 111e, that he chose the posture on­
ly because it was the best to secure his 
tart"." 

This is part of the Rector's ans,ver. 
" Our propensities to virtue or vice de­
pend greatly upon tbe management of our 

./ 
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guardians, or upon circun1stances, which 

it is their businc::is to watch and control. 

\ "" outh must be restrained fr0111 error by 

punisluneut, but they 1nust be led to 

duty by ·winning affection. The errors 

of your son proceed fron1 severity. A 

youth reared by in1prudent indulgence, is 

like a sickly plant in a green-house: a boy 

,rho has suffered long and unnecessary 

severity, resembles a stunted tree upon 

the sea-shore. The one is proud and vain: 

the other is cunning and deceitful. Both 

arc incapable of rising to any thing great 

and excellent; the one fron1 selfish weak~ 

ness, the other fron1 groveling disposi 

tions." 

J onN STANDFAST ,vas the son of '1 

Lieutenant in the Navy, ,vho had retired 

fron1 the service, and liYed upon an estate 

,vhich he inherited fro1n an uncle. He 

wrote tJ the Rector, and this is part of 

his letter. 
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<( I intend to place John on the quarter­
deck of a rnan of ,var, and J hope it will 
never be said of hi1n that he flinched fron1 
an enemy. The young rogue hits a spirit, 
and like myself he lo,·es fun; but when 
he goes a little out of his course, he is 
none of your sulky ones ; he is sorry for 
his fault. 

" The other day, I had a fine sheep, 
"rhich ,vas to be sent to a neighbouring 
gentleman; its feet were n1acle fa.st, and 
it was lying ready to be hoisted into a 
cart, which "\'VJs to bear it a,va,.r. John 
con1es alongside of it, and seeing a coil 
of the rope, ,vith which its feet had been 
n1ade fast, upon the ground, he takes it 
up, and n1aking one end fast to the sheep's 
horn, he hails the shepl1erd's dog, and 
n1akes the otber end fast to its collar; he 
takes out his knife, gives the sheep liber­
ty, and then whips off his hat, and hal­
Joos. Away fly the t\vo thus grappled, 
and scud into the n1iclclle of the flock, 
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with the shepherd at their heels. And 

then what a running and frisking, what 

a barking and bleating, and shouting! it 

was a stonn of confusion. The two lo­

vin o· friends however at last ran ao-ronncl 
0 ' ' b 

upon the stump of a thorn, and John see-

ing this bore <lown, and with his knife 

set the sheep adrift. 

"At this moment I hove in sight, ,von­

dering at the bustle. The young one 

came running toward me ,vi th a face full 

of fire, and a heart full of repentance, and 

told me the story just as it happened, 

taking all the blame upon himself. John, 

said I, your intentions ,vere not bad, but 

al ways look to the end of things; through 

the voyage of life al ways keep a good 

look on t. ,v e can steer c lcar of breakers 

which we discern at a distance, bnt by 

11egligence " re may founder upon a hid­

den rock. Ile asked fro1n 111c a half 

crown, which I had of his; and running 

t1 p to the shepherd, ,-vho was sitting al-
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most breathless upon the grass, he slipped 
it into his hand, with many promises that 
he would not be guilty of such an action 
in future. Give me such a boy. I do 
not requi_re that he shall be perfect, but I 
trust that he shall never be deceitful; his 
11eart must be open as day. Heaven forbid 
that he should ever become one of your 
dark, sly ones, ,vho ·will deceive you, 
,vhiie he looks you in the face, and then, 
like the father of liars, laugh at the de-,,. ception." 

The first qualities in youth are candour 
and openness, together with an invincible 
love of truth; this pupil therefore ,vas 
highly acceptable to the Rector. A pro­
pensity to n1ischievous tricks, ,vhen con­
nected ,vith base dispositions, has a ten­
dency to inspire that n1alicious temper 
which takes pleasure in tormenting others, 
and often indeed it terminates in cruelty 
and inhumanity; but when it takes root 
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in a noble mind, it n1ay be easily restrain­

ed or subdued. 

JAMES FEEBLEARM early lost his fa­

ther, and his 111other thus wrote to Mr 

1\lacadan1. 

" I beg you will be kind to n1y son ; no­

thing bnt kindness ,vill do ·with hi111. 

,vhat a sweet-tempered n1an his present 

tu tor is ! 1\Ir Bendlo,v, said I to him, 

Creek and Latin are certainly fit for par­

sons only and such like. Very true, l\Ia­

dam, he replied. They are therefore not so 

necessary to 111y son, ,vho is born to a large 

fortune, and besides they are not fashion­

able a111011g a circle of well-bred gentle-

111en. ,r ery true, was his reply. I there­

fore beg, continued I, that you ,vill in­

struct him in the gentlest 111anner. Ile 

n1ust lead, and yon n1ust follow. I shall 

attend to •. our will, 1\ladain, he replied. 

Then I added, since I do not expect that 

you can improve hin1 in any fashionable 
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accomp1ishment, I particularly request that 
you will not teach him any silly notions. 
which may lead hi1n to despise them. I 
shall attend to your will, he replied, ma­
king a low bow, for you will certainly 
111ake a man of him. 

" 1\Ir Bend10,v has answered my high­
est hopes. I belie,·e 111y son is learned. 
Ile re.ii ly sometimes surprises me. Ile is 
learned in chemistry, botany, natural his­
tory, and I know not "hat all. ·you 
,votdd be delighted to hear him ; and 
,vith all this, :.\Ir Bendlow 1,ceps his tem­
per. If you but saw him! he will be sit­
ting in his arm-chair, at his books, \\ hen 
n1y son is beside him tossing every t11ing 
in to confusion. Is not this a sweet tem­
per? 

" }Iy son, ho,ve,·er, is not ,vithout his 
1itt1e faults; but both his tutor and I 
laugh at them. The other day, he stuck 
a goose's feather into the crop wig of }Ir 
Bendlo,v, ,vho really made a ridiculous fi-
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gure when he came in to the dining-ro01n, 

and 1nade his bow, with the feather 

,vaving in his ,vig, to a large company. 

Unfortunately James's uncle ,vas present, 

an<l he expressly desires that he shali be 

sent to your Academy The uncle is rich, 

he has no heir, and I do not wish to stand 

in the way of rny son's fortune. But re­

n1ern ber that he has been accusto111ed to 

extreme mildness, and I send him upon 

the express condition, that you never 

punish him." 

This is a part of the Rector's ans\ver. 

",vhen a tutor loses his respectability, 

he in a great measure loses his usefulness ; 

and when he forgets what is due to him­

self: he cannot suppose that others will 

respect him. "\Vith regard to your son~s 

learning, I have only to obsen·e, that a 

dwarf who has never tried his strength 

n1ay deen1 hi111self strong. 

"You desire n1e not to punish your son. 

I shall relate to you a little story. A 
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lady, whose husband was in the ,vest In­
dies, in the service of his country, had an 
only son, ,vhom she treated in the ten­
derest n1anner, in order that she rnight 
wholly gain his affection. 

" As she was desirous that he should 
have a public education, she sent hi111 to 
a respectable school, on the express con­
dition that he should not be punished. 
The master, with conscientious integrity, 
pointed out the consequence of such a 
request, and then received the youth, 
,vho quietly lolled at the foot of the 
class, without deriving the least advan­
tage from his attendance. 

" At home he soon rose to be master; 
the se1Tants ,vere obedient to him, and 
his mother was yielding to his control. 
She however at last beca1ne sensible of 
the effects of her indulgence, and in at­
tempting to check his froward disposi­
tions, she received an irn,tance of the 
most undutiful conduct. She threw her-

d 
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self down upon a sofa, 0Yenvheln1ed ,vith 

grief, and instantly sent for the 1naster to 

whose care she had cornn1itted him. 

" On the gentlen1an's arrival, she told 

hin1 of her son's conduct, and ,vith tears 

entreated his advice and interference. Ile 

felt the delicacy of his situation, but his 

desire of being useful o,·ercame every 

other consideration, and he consented to 

use his authority, on condition that the 

lady would not n1ove fron1 her seat, nor 

open her lips. 

"The youth ,vas then called in, and de­

sired to ask his n1other's pardon, and to 

promise future obeclience--he smiled.­

The con1rnand ,vas repeated--his conduct 

,vas the same. Ile then very unexpectedly 

received a s1nart punishment-he \Vas ob­

stinate ;-he was again chastised and af-
._ ' 

tcrward he was all obedience. From that 

day he rose rapidly in his cbss; his dis­

positions became amiable, and his beha-

.B 
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viour to his n1other was dutiful and affec­
tionate. 

"I plead not for severity; I observe only 
that youth must be governed by autho­
rity, and if this is early assumed, a person 
must have either bnt little temper, or but 
little knowledge of the dispositions of 
early l1fe, who cannot direct youth by 
111ild and afitctionate authority. The 
l1igher orders spoil their children by in­
clulo·ence · the lower ranks ruin theirs by b ' 

neglect and severity. This, however, is 
a general observation to which I have 
fonnd many exceptions. 

RonERT FALSESIGIIT's father thus,vrote 
to the Rector:-" ~Iy son's 111ind has got 
a strange kind of twist; he sees eyery thing 
in a ridiculous light, and what excites 
pleasure in others, affords him nothing but 
mirth. To say that a child has a natural 
propensity to any pursuit, is the language 
of ignorance. All our propensities, save 

11 
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t11ose that spri11g from our appetites, are 

acquired ; and because ,ve cannot trace 

them to their origin, ·we choose to call 

then1 natural. 

'' After a considerable deal of attention, 

I have been able to trace out those of my 
son. Several of those books ,vhich repre­

sent things in a ludicrous point of vie\\'-, 
,vere put into his hand ,vhile he was a 

child. He early conceived a fondness 

for drawing caricatures, in which he was 
injudiciously encouraged. Beside these 
causes, 1ny servant, ·who is an excellent 
1nimic, early began to ainuse hi1n ·with 
his buffoonery. 

" I ,vas lately invited ,vith n1y family, 
to dine with n1y friend D --. Dy a se­

cond marriage, 111y friend, ,vho is some­
what advanced in life, has a son, whom 

he deen1s a prodigy of learniug. The boy 

has been taught to recite passages, with 

tragic eflect, fron1 our best poets, and 

after dinner he ,v~s desired to pronounce 

B 2 
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a speech from I-Iamlet. Ile certain1y acted 
his part admirably; hut while he ,vas de­
claiming ,vith all the ,·ehemence of pas­
sion, and while in breathless suspence our 
eyes were fixed upon birn, my unlucky 
boy ,vl1ipped into his hand, which was 
stretched out in all the porn p of tragic 
declamation, a piece of gingerbread, cry­
i ng,-Dick, Dick, take a rest and eat that. 
In a rnomen t the charm, like a magic 
spell, dissolYed, an<l the whole ended in a 
farce. 

" Last ,veek I invited my old friend 
l\I-- to spend the afternoon ,vith me 
in a family ,vay, and when my ,vite had 
retired after dinner, he and I drew our 
chairs toward the fire-side, in order to 
enjoy our n1oclerate glass, and to talk 
oYer the stories of other times. ~Iy son 
placed himself at a table in the corner of 
the room. 

" l\Iy friend is a disciple of the old 
-.,rhool: hi5 coat was in fashion forty years 
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ago, and his wig in dimensions excels 

half a dozen of our n1odern ones. He 

seen1s to haYe an aversion to crop ·wigs. 

He says it adds dignity to a man to deck 

his head, . ,vhich is the seat of wisdom, 

,vith a ·wig which flows majestically over 

his shoulders. Now, I know not ho,v it 

happened, whether it ,vas that n1y friend 

,vas talking about wigs, or whether it 

,vas the operation of heat, but the side of 

his head toward the fire ,vas soon disen­

cumbered of his wig. 

" This change of position never at once 

attracted my notice; indeed I saw 111y son 

frequently casting his eye toward the 

,vorthy 111an, but this I also disregarded. 

After a pause in our discourse, my old 

friend said to me, looking at my son, That 

is a diligent boy; I have observed hi111 this 

some time ; he will do you honour. 

" In a short time after this, 1ny son left 

the ro01n, leaving behind hin1 his papers. 

)ify old friend, after praising him for a good 

B 3 
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boy, expressed a ,vish to see what he \Va~ 

writing. Immediately I rose, took the 
version-book, and without e,·c:r looking 
jnto it, I put it into the worthy rnan'.:t 
hand, saying, that it would give hin1 1nuch 
satisfaction. 

"lie deliberately opened it; but concei ,·e 
my surprise, when he started on a sudden, 
and began to stare, an<l to mutter. ,vhat 
is the matter, my good friend? cried I, in 
an anxious voice. The matter-the mat­
ter-he echoed, and sprung frorn his seat. 
I rea11y feared that the wine had affected 
the head of the old gentle1na11, an<l that 
he ,vas about to amuse me with a dance; 
I was mistaken, for he strided acro~s the 
room to a mirror, and placing himself be­
fore it, he looked ,vith earnestness, alter­
nately at the book, an<l at his own reflect­
ed image, exclaiming, Yes, yes,-it is so -
n1y very wig !-Ah! the young rogue! 

" I hastily rose, and on looking over hi:, 
shoulder, I perceived the cause of his agi-
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tation. 1\f y son, instead of writing his 

version, had drawn the old gentleman ,vith 

bis wig awry; the glass , 1-:as in his right 

band, while with his left he ,vas pawing 

the air, for such is the cust0111 of my wor­

thy friend, when he is telling one of his 

stories after dinner. I attempted to n1ake 

an apology, but I really did my part very 

awkwardly, I felt so 111u ·h vexation and 
. 

surprise. 
" l\Iy son at this moment entered the 

room. I pointed to the dra,ving, and ,vas 

about to repri111and hin1 in severe terms; 

but he passed me, and walking up to my 

friend, who still held the picture, said, Is 

not this a fine likeness ?-A fine likeness! 

cried 1ny friend starting.-\~ es indeed, ·with 

a vengeance, young scoundrel, a fine like­

ness truly ! 1\Iy son said, putting his hand 

upon the old gentlen1an's arm, and look­

ing up to him ·with kindness, I see you 

do not kno,v our neighbour l\Ir Square­

toes : this is his ,vig,-the very size and 

B.4 
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f0rm. !\Iy friend took another view of 
the 1 ·icture, and his features became some­
"' hat 111ore relaxed. l\Iy son continued: 
Air Squaretoe's chair is placed on the rig-ht 
side of the fire, and often his wig is thus 
turned round to give the cheek air. l\1y 
friend, I perceived, began to think tbat 
he was n1istaken in supposing that the 
picture w::is designed for him. ~Iy son 
still continued : "\rhen he tells a story af­
ter dinner, thus he ·waves his left hand

1 and thus in his right he holds his glass, 
which sometimes makes almost a dozen 
advanc<:s and retreats before it reaches 
the n1outh. }Jere the old gentleman 
laughed heartily, calling it a noble pic­
ture, and seriously advising my son not 
to shew it to the person for \rhom it was 
designed. Till I wi tn~ssecl this instance 
of self-delusion, I did not suppose that 
the principle could be carried to such a 
length. You may easily conclude that 
my son's turn of mind gives me real con-
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cern: if by any means you can correct it, 

you ,vill confer upon me the highest 

obligation." 
This is part of the Rector's answer: 

" "\Ve may laugh at a n1i1nic in private 

life, but in proportion as he excites our 

n1irth, he loses our estee1n. l\,Iany may 

court his company, but few· will desire 

his-friends11ip. A person who has a turn 

for ri<licule and sarcastic humour, drives 

to a distance fron1 him the n1odest, the 

,vorthy, an<l those ·who alone can render 

life respectable and happy. His taste be­

con1es vitiated; he loses the perception 

of ,vhatever is beautiful and elegant ; 

and he remains a stranger to the purest 

and n1ost sublime pleasures of human 

life. 

:n ;j 
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INDULGENCE. 

F EEBLEARl\I, ne)._---t morning after his ar­
rival, called the servant, and desired him 
to assist in putting on his stockings and 
shoes. The servant turned away, and 
1nildly answered, that he received his or­
ders fr01n his master only. 

Townly tossed all his books into con­
fusion, and desired the servant to put 
the1n in order. Thomas said, that the re­
quest ,vas no part of his business; and he 
allowed the111 to remain in the state in 
,vhich he found then1. 

Almost every morning the Rector wrote 
upon a board in the school-roon1 some 
sentences, which he explained, and which 
each boy was to repeat in the even111g. 
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They were frequentl,\· of general applica­

tion, and often they ,vere suggested by 

the conduct of son1e particular boy. 

The board exhibited the follo,ving sen-

tences: 

TVe are united to society by our Tt)ants, 

affections, and passions ; but we should ne­

'Ver be dependent on our iriferiors by our in-

dolence and weakness. 
Permit a boy to command, and that very 

power renders him proud and tveak : None 

can command, who has not first learned to 

obey. 
l(eep servants at a distance from youth. 

Bind up the arm Jar a long period ef time, 

,md it loses its power of motion : allow ser­

·cants to satiify every 'toish of a child, and 

lzis mind loses the porver of e.vpansion. 

Our faculties are naturally indolent, and 

they must be roused into e:rercise. If a 

youth is surrounded 'With petty difficulties, 

he must be bra·ce and independent; for 

nG 
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tlzey are destined to call forth his activity, 
courage, and ingenuity. The very blast 
which seems to prostrate tlze oak, gives sta­
bility to its root. 

The Rector related the follo,ving fable, 
,vhich is n1eant to show the bad effects 
of indulgence. 

THE LINNET. 

A LINNET ,vhich had been lono· con-' 0 
fined in a cage, one day 1nade its escape, 
and fle,v into the country. Every thing 
was new to it, and, uncertain where to 
tly, it fluttered from tree to tree. It ,vas 
hungry, but it kne,v not ,vhere to find 
food, till another bird of the same spe­
cies, feeling for its distress, offered to 
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con<luct it to a field of hemp. The offer 

,vas gratefully accepted, and the two 

n1ounted up into the air; but they ·had 

not proceeded far, ,vhen a s,vallo,v, in 

pursuit of flies, made a rapid ,vheel to­

,vard them ; the liberated bird, thinking 

it an ene1ny, darted downward to seek 

shelter among furse, and lost sight of its 

guide. 
I-laving reCO'\-ered from the fright, the 

linnet continued its course, and had the 

good fortune to fiud plenty of food ; but 

while it ,vas eagerly picking up the grains, 

a. covy of partridges rose, and frightened 

it away. It next alighted near a clear 

stream, and being desirous to drink, hop­

ped upon the sprig of a bush ,vhich 

1ay across the current; but while it was 

bending down its little neck, a trout 

leaped at a fly swi1nming upon the sur­

face, and the terrified linnet flew away. 

All these circumstances, which to a bird 
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reared in its natural state would have oc-. casioned no alarm, inspired it ,vi th the 
ut1nost fear; and it resolved to return • 
,vithout delay to its cage. 
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DISPOSITIONS. 

ONE Sunday, as Mr l\Iacada1n ,vas going 

to church ,vith his pupils, a hare started 

out of s01ne furze by the road side. 

Scourhill leaped upon a ,vall, and ,vaved 

his hat, hallooing, to the no small sur­

prise of many ,vho ·were passing. He 

continued upon the ,vall, his eye tracing 

the course of the hare, till the Rector 

gently pulled hin1 down. When he join­

ed his companions, his blushing counte­

nance eYinced ho,v sensible he was of the 

in1propriety of his conduct. 

,vhen they had arrived at church, and 

taken their seats, Townly seen1ed dissatis­

fied that Tradewell should sit above hi1n. 
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This circmnstance escaped not the ob-
• servation of the Rector. The Baron's 

son indeed had, on many occasions, 
she\vn a consciousness of superiority, 
·which his companions were by no means· 
,villing to allo,v. 

About the 111idclle of the sermon, a far- ­
n1er's servant fell asleep,- directly hehind 
the Rector's seat, and his snoring was 
neither low nor melodious. A snuff-box 
lay beside him ; Standfast thrust his 
finger and thumb into it) and taking out 
a large pinch, dexterously applied it to 
the peasant's nose. The poor fello\v ,vas 
dreaming tl1at he was ·walking beside his 
team, urging it up a hill, and he started 
up, exclaiming, J e-ho ! Bravely doue ! 
The clergyn1an, ,vho \Vas unaccustomed 
to such kind of applause, suddenly stop­
ped. The peasant rubbed his eyes, and 
perceiving that he ,vas not beside his 
horse, but in the church, he ~unk down 
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upon his seat, overwhelmed with confu­

sion. The dergyn1an saw the cause of 

the interruption, and after making a few 

observations upon sleeping in church, he 

continued his discourse. 

In the evening the boys ,vere asse1n­

blccl, and ~Ir ~Iacada1n adverted to the 

conduct of those ,vho had acted impro­

perly. He ever considered the actions 

of a boy with regard to their influence 

on future life. The errors of the youth, 

·which are apt to become vices in the 

nian, he Yigilantly repressed; while those 

faults, the influence of which expires in 

the first period of existence, experienced 

his indulgence, eyen when he ,vas cor­

recting them. 

The behaviour of Scourhill arose fron1 

the sudden impulse of a 111ind, candid, 

open, and accustomed to give ,vay to its 

feelings. The conduct of Standfast was 

the result only of an improper habit; for 
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while the youth acted wrong, his inten­
tions were never malicious. A bad habit 
in a boy of generous dispositions, should 
ne,-er be corrected by puni~hment, when 
the aim can be accompli.shed by mildness. 
Tbe pride however of Townly, ,vhich the 
Rector had often witnessed, gave hin1 
n1ore concern, and he endeavoured by 
e,-ery means to subdue it. Next day the 
board exhibited the following sentences, 
·with the names prefixed to them. 

JOSEPH ScouRHILL.-Govern your pas­
sions; and rvhile you command your orvn 

feelings, learn to respect those ef others. 
JoHN STANDFAST.-It docs not justify 

a bad action to say, that your intentions 
te:ere good. Yout It eftener acts Ji·om im­
prudence tlzan from bad dispositions; in­
deed, vice begins in imprudence. Before 
you act, consider the consequence qf your 
conduct. 
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EDWARD TowNLY.-Pride is connected 

r:t1ith 1-a:eakncss. The most learned are the 

most modest; the truly great are humble. 

Tlze distinction of titles and wealth is for 

society: here youth must learn the impor­

tant lesson, that education and good conduct 

rt/one constitute superiority. 
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ADMONITIONS. 

The Rector occasionally gave the young men 
rules for the regulation of their conduct.­
These were delivered audibly, and this custom 
had the effect of teaching his pupils to write 
and spell correctly. A few of them shall be 
interspersed through the volume. The Rector 
gave them the name of ADMO:NITrnxs. 

lVIAN, in early life, is principally led by 
example; yet conduct, unsupported by 
sound principles, is apt to bec01ne un­
steady, as well as wrong. vYhile you 
therefore lead the youth by good exa1n­
ple, enlighten his reason, and ann it in the 
defence of his virtue. One of the n1odes 
by which this is to be accomplished, is 
to impress on his mind simple truths, in 
clear and forcible language. 
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Every young man n1ust have son1e 

laudable pursuit which engages his at­

tention. Happiness is connected only 

,vith employment. The useless cannot 

be happy. Idleness tends to vice, and 

indolence is ever positive n1isery. 

Early accustom the young to reflec­

tion. If the habit be neglected in youth, 

manhood is too n1uch occupied with its 

passions and pursuits to acquire it; and 

in age, reflection often comes too late. 

Ile "'ho in age begins to reflect, only be­

cause he is obliged to retire fron1 the 

world, most c01n111only reflects in sor-

row. 
Youth gives itself up to enjoyn1cnt; 

but age sits clown, and Yiews the past and 

the future. Preserve the you11g fro1n 

vice, and they are happy; but the aged 

require c01nfort ; and the consolation of 

age springs fro111 the virtues of youth. 

Young n1en \ every day takes away a 

portion of your existence and your en-
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joyrnents; and nothing pleasing remains 
to age, but the remembrance of your vir­
tues. 

Devote your youth to virtue, and you 
lay up a fund of tranquillity for age. 
Eagerly pursue pleasure, and in a fe,v 
years you exhaust your enjoyn1ents, au<l 
1ea\'e to age nothing but apathy and dis­
gust. 
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TOWNLY AND THE LITTLE RU&TIC. 

PART I. 

TowNLY one day overt l .ing a little hoy 

of the village, named \Villiarn, accompa­

nied by his dog, desired hin1 to hold out 

of his way. The little rustic ,vould have 

yielded to a mild request; but the tone 

of command was oftensive, and he re­

plied, that there ,vas room enough for 

both. Townly ,vas displeased with this 

reply, and attempted to strike the boy, 

but the dog flew at him, and would cer­

tainly have hurt him, had 11ot \Villia1n 

rushed forward, and seizing it by the 

neck, pulie<l it away. But while the boy 

,vas holding the dog, Tnwnly, not at all 

grateful for his satety, gave it a violent:... 
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blow on the back, and awav it ran howl-., 
ing toward the \·ilL1ge. l\ly poor dog! 
exclaimed the little rustic, looking after 
it; and turning rouud to the youth, he 
said, in a tone of re1Jroof, Your conduct 
is cruel. Townly, ,vhose passion was by 
no means subsided, could not bear re­
proof: and f~j ing at the rustic, gave hin1 
a few smart blows. 

At this n10111e11t a boy of the village, 
about tbe age of Townly, came np to 
them, and inquired in to the cause of their 
disagree111en t. On hearing the story fron1 
"\Villiam, he obse1Ted to tbe peer's son, 
that his con<luct was shameful, and that 
it ,vas cowardly to strike a Loy much 
younger and ,veaker than himstlf.- • 
Townly, who ,vas irritated, used con­
temptuous language, and the boy instant­
ly gave him a Llo,v, which knocked hi1n 
down. The two rustics helped liim to 
1·ise, and as his nose ·was blreding, tbey 
expressed their sorro,v, and obligingly 
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offered their farther assistance; but he 

refused their kindness, and in sullen si­

lence walked away. 

As soon as he gained the Academy, he 

,vent to the Rector, and complained of 

the usage which he had received. l\Ir l\Iac­

adam said that he ,vonld inquire into the 

affair, and in the evening he sent for the 

two boys. 

The rustics, on their arrival, were taken 
into the school~roorn, and questioned in 
presence of the young 111en of the .A.ca­

dem y, who were assembled for that pur­

po:st. Their story was clear aud con­
sjstc:nt; and the young gentlemen, on 

being required by the Rector to give 

their opinion of the affair, declared that 

the two bo) s were not to blame. The 

Rector addressed a few words to the 

ru:stics, and then sent thcn1 into the 

kitchen for some re1 reshrnen t. 

Ile thus addressed hi111sclf to Townly: 

I·Ic who in early hte lLts been impru<lent­

c 
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ly indulged, has n1any a se,·ere lesson to 

learn on his c0111ing into society ; and 

this one ·which you haYe now recei,·ed, I 
trust ,vill proYC useful. The goYernrnent 

of the passions is as necessary to your 

future happiness, as are the rudiments of 

science to your future irnpro,·ernent. A 
young 111an n1ay perhaps in his own fa­

n1ily indulge his passions; but when he 

comes abroad, society ,\-ill no more sub­

n1it to his caprices and whims, than the 

e1en1ents will yield to bis "·ishes. Elnly 

restraint is therefore an irn portant duty, 

,vhich parents owe their children. Scud 

a young 111:.111 in to the world \\it h uncon, 

trolled passions, and n1urk the cyent. 

Ile n1ust subdue them amid~t mortifica­

tion and pain, or he will liYc in a state 

of perpetual irritation and animosity; or, 

,vhat is more probable, be will fly into 

low company, ancl purchase by his wealth 

that ol.Jsequiousncs5, which at 011cc cor­

rupts his \ irtue, and de bases his 111anners. 
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The Rector afterwards related the fol­
lowing fable, to which he particularly 
called Townly's attention. 

THE ASS A~D THE l\IA8TIFF. 

A1'l ass standing upon the top of a hill, 
happened by its braying t0 rouse a hare) 
.which scudded over the fields. IIow· 
powerful and 111igbty am I ! cried the 
ass, who can thus frighten the beasts 
fro1n their dens. At this moment a 111as­
titf was passing, and the long-eared ani-
111al, in hopes of frightening him also, 
began to bray; but it ,vas 111istaken; for 
the good-natured dog ·walked up to it, 
and pulling it by the ears, desired it not 
to disturb others by its noise. 

C2 
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To,v~LY AND THE LITTLE RUSTIC. 

PART II. 

T owNLY, accompanied by several of his 

corn pan inns, ram olecl in to the country, 

and as the day was warm, on coming to 

a stream, they resolved to bathe. The 
place which they chose for this purpDse 
WdS a pool, with a sandy bottom. They 

soon stnpped, and, unapprehensive of ddn­

ger, they a11 plunged into the water, ex­

cept1: g Townl~"' who, not being able to 

swim, kept close to the brink. Unhap­

pi1), while he was looking at bis compa­

nions, his ti.10t slipped, and taliing to the . 
botton1, he was Cctrricd to a deep place in 

the pool. At the i11stant of his disap• 

pea.ranee, the shout rose that he wa'i 
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drowning, and all the young men sprang 

to the bank, and ran about in a state of 

consternation. None of then1 could dive; 

indeed they ,vere so completely overcome 

by the event, that none of then1 attempt­

ed to swi1n to him; yet they waded into 

the ,vater, holding one another by the 

hand, but they could not reach him. 

Townly ,vas distinctly seen, sitting ,vith 

his eyes open, unable to 1nake the least 

111oven1ent to relieve hin1sclf. 

The little rustic, who from a s1nall dis­

tance beheld the disaster, can1C runniug, 

and plunged into the water, calling them 

to hold hi1n by the hand. I-Ie bended 

forward, and stretched out a rod, with 

which he had been angling ; Townly 

~eized it, ancl was pulled to the bank. 

All this happened in the course of a 

few 1ninutes, yet the youth was almost 

exhausted, and they laid him gentiy 

down upon the grass. In the course of 

half an hour he recovered strength suili -

c 3 
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cient to ,:valk home, ,vith the assista11ce 
of two of his com p:111 ions. 
· The account which he ga\·e of himse]f 
is really curious.-I--Ie kept his eyes open, 
and distinctly s:l\v his companions run­
niug upon the bank; l1c also heard their 
lamcntati <' ns, and, tboug;h c,·er so desi­
rous of jnining them, be frlt a kind of 
heaviness or " ·eight o,·cr his bead, which 
prevcn tcd hi~ 1110Ying. 

On hi s arri,·al at tht Academy, he felt 
himself indisposed, and he retired to bed . 
.i\iir l\Iacada1n \\'as immediately informed 
of tbe ,rhole affair; but as the time was 
unseasonable either for counsel or reproof, 
he forcborc to n1ake any remarks upon 
it. 

To,vnly next day was able to lea,·e his 
Led, and on coming down stairs he saw 
the little rustic, who had arri,·ed at the 
.. \.cademy to inquire after his health. 
To,nily felt the impulse of a generous 
1nind, and hastening to the boy, he took 
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hin1 kindly by the hand, and with 111any 

obliging expres::;ions, called hin1 his de-

li vercr. 
The Rector, who ,vitnessed this 1neet-

ing, was penetrated with sensibility, and 

walking up to Townly, he said, Let such 

greatness of 111incl uniformly mark your 

character, and you will do honour to the 

title which you are destined to inherit. 

lie then told t11e youth, that 3fter writing 

some admonitions, he ,vould relate, in the 

arbour, after tea, a noble instance of the 

forgiveness of injuries in an American 

Indian. 
Townly wrote to his father, requesting 

hin1 to befriend the boy ; a11cl the Baron, 

" -ith considerate generosity, settled upon 

his n1other a small annuity. 

C4 



56 
THE ACADKUY. 

AD~10~1Troxs. 

RAxK can give lustre to good qualities; 
but it cJnnot confer them. It den1ands 
the exercise of e,·ery dignified virtue; and 
,vhile its rewards are honour and reputa­
tion, it holds up the worthless to public 
censure. 

As affectation directs the eve to ble-., 
rnishes which modest deportment would 
have concealed ; so rank holds up to pu­
blic view, vices, wlJich in obscurity rnight 
have been unknown. 

A n1an of rank ,vho adorns bis station, 
n1ultiplies and extends his ,·irtues by hi~ 
inflm:nce. 
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A great n1an by his wealth may gain 

dependants, but by his virtues only can 

he gain friends. 

A n1an of superior rank is to the com­

n1uni ty what a poor 1nan is to his fan1ily. 

If wealth has raise<l you abo,·e labour, 

you are only placed in a situation of n1ore 

extensive usefulness. 

The qualities ,vhich lead to glory, 

fame, and eminence, are seldom those 

,vhich secure peace of mind. You 1nay 

aspire to distinction, and fail in the at­

tempt; but you can ne\·er fail in acqui­

ring what is most valuable to n1an,-a 

good narne and a pure heart: the one in­

sures esteem, the other is a source of en­

joyment. 
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THE AMERICAN INDIAN. 

AN American Indian one day rose early, 
and prepared for the chase. I go to the 
,voocl, said he to his "·ife; I kill the deer, 
and return to thee when the sun sets be­
hind the mountain. lie repaired to the 
,vood, and traversed it for a long time 
,vithout success : towards the evening, 
howe\·er, he had the good fortune to start 
a deer. Ile quickly lcvellrcl his gun and 
fired. The deer fell down wounded, but 
not mortally; it sprung up, and bounded 
away. The Inc.ljan pursued, and kept 
sight of the animal; but he was unaule 
to overtake it. In this manner he conti­
nued the chase, till it quitted the wooct 
and entered an open country ; here i.t 
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took a sudden tnrn round a hill, and dis­
appeared. The Indian follo,ved the same 
tract, in hopes of again seeing it, but he 
,vas disappointed, for no deer ,vas in vie,v. 
Ardent in the pursuit, and fearful of lo­

sing his prey, he searched all around, fle,v 
from hill to hill, scoured the plains, but 
all in vain. 

. O,·ercorne with fatigue and vexation, 
l1e sat down on the ground, and reflected 
on his loss. '1Vhen he wounded the stag, 
he flattered himself that it would become 
an easy prey; and cl uring the chace, the 
hope of sharing it with his friends at the 
social feast, gave hi1n vigour and anima­
tion. He felt the force of disappoint­
n1ent. I-Iis n1ind for some time \Vas so 
much occupied with his loss, that he never 
at once reflected, that he ,vas in a part of 
the country to which his hunting excur­
sions bad never led him before; nor did 
he observe that day ,vas fast closing. At 
length, howeyer, he was roused from his 
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revery, by the screa1n of birds, that ,vere 
retiring from a plain, to take up their 
11ight1y residence in a forest. He started 
to his feet, and surveying the country, 
and the sun half set belo-w the horizon, he 
became sensible of his situation. To re­
main where he ,vas ,vould be highly dan­
gerous; Lesidcs, his provisions ,vere con­
sumed, and he began to feel the keen in1-
portunity of hunger. 

He <letennined to direct his course 
homewards, and though he had but little 
expectation of gaining his own cabin that 
night, he hoped to 111eet "rith so111e hos­
pitable mansion ,vhere he 1night find ac­
comn1odation for the night. Encouraged 
by this hope, he proceeded forward; but 
he had not gone far before night i1n·olved 
him in darkness, and he entangled him­
self in a morass at the imminent hazard 
of his life. From this perilous situation, 
he happily extricated himself, though not 
without extreme difficulty; and no sooner 
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did he arrive at a place of safety, than he 

threw hi1nself upon the ground, undeter­

n1ined what course to pursue. 

A house, the property of a farn1er, 

stood on the skirts of a plantation, not 

far fro1n the spot ·where the hunter 

lay. Fro1n one of its windows issued a 

light, ,vhich the Indian accidentally per­

ceived, as he cast his hopeless eye around 

him. I-le quitted his station, and keeping 

the house in view, he pressed to,vard it, 
not doubting but that he should receive 

a welcome reception fro1n its inhabitants. 

,vith great difficulty be reached it, and 

entered without ceremony. The call of 

hnnger was loucl, and he asked for a lit­
tle bread ; but, greatly to his surprise, his 

request ,vas sternly refused. I-Iis condi­

tion n1ade hi1n eloquent. In vivid co­

lours he painted the risk he had run, 

and the cruel death that awaited him, if 

relief was not gran te<l : he used every ar­

gurnen t his ingenuity could suggest; but 
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the farmer remained inexorab1e, nay, he 
seized a gun, and in a menacing attitude, 
told the Indian that he would shoot him, 
if he did not instantly depart. The hun­
ter retired ; to remonstrate was vain, 
::ind to employ force \Vould only bring de­
struction upon himself. Roused with in­
dignation, he left the inbu111an farmer, 
and made for the plantation, ·which he 
soon gained, and threw himself down at 
the foot of a tall pine. llis manly beart 
,vas yielding to grief, \\'hen he heard a 
rust ling noise directly above bis head. It 
proceeded fron1 two large fowls \v hich 
"'ere nestling in tbe branches. Ile cau­
tiously charged his gun, and brought one 
of them down. Ile snatclwd it up, and 
penetrated into the interior of the planta­
tion, in order to elude the farmer, in case 
he had heard the report, and should come 
jn quest of him. The Indian kindled a 

· fire, roasted the fowl, and after making a 
hearty meal, he slept soundly till the n1orn-
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ing. Next day, ,vithout any accident, he 

arrived at his cabin. 

About two 111onths after this period, 

the farmer had business that den1anded 

his presence in a distant part of the coun­

try, and on his return hon1e he lost his 

way in a wood. The Indian, who was out 

hunting accidenta1ly, 111et him, and in­

stantly recognized the inhospitable far­

mer. An emotion of resentn1ent rose in 

11is breast; but this was suddenly sup­

pressed, by the reflection, that it would 

be base to take advantage of an unarn1e<l 

n1an. The farn1er did not know him, and 

accosting him, desired that he would have 

the goodness to direct hi111 to the road 

,vhich led to his p 1antation. The Indian 

,vith mildness replied, that it would be 

unsafe for him to attempt to travel thither 

that day ; but if he would go hon1e with 

him, and remain all night, he should be 

,velcon1e to such accom1norlation as his 

hut could afford. The farmer was per-
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suaded to accept this invitation, not 1nore 
fro1n the urgent need he had of rest and 
refreshment, than from the frank manner 
in ,vhich it ,vas delivered. He accom­
panied the Indian to his cabin, and during 
his stay, w·hich ,vas all night, the fanner 
experienced every n1ark of genuine hospi­
tality. 

~ ext 1norning, previous to his depar­
ture, he offered to 111akc compensation for 
tbe kindness of his host. The Indian 

-hoy,rever ,vould take no reward, saying 
that he found sufncient pleasure in the 
consideration, that he had sheltered a man, 
,vho 1nost probably without his assistance 
·would have perished in the ·\voods. And, 
beside declining the acceptance of any 
gratuity, he insisted on attending him 
part of his journey. 

After ,valking a few miles, they came 
to the top of a high n1ountain, whence 
they had a view of the farmer's plan ta­
tion. Here the Indian suddenly stopped, 
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an<l addressed his fellow-traveller, Dost 

thou ren1em ber n1e? Two moons ago, 

spent ,vith hunger and fatigue, I cra,vlecl 

to thy door. The farn1er, who by this 

th11e knew him, felt con1punction, and 

·was about to apologize for his conduct; 

but the Indian interrupted hi1n, and con­

tinued : I asked a little bread ; thou didst 

deny it. I told thee that the angel of 

death \Vas at my heels; thou still didst 

deny it. I then besought it in the name 

of thy God ; thou <liclst take up a gun. 

Thy countenance was terrible. I s,nv it. 

I left thy presence. I left thy house. I 

turned upon 111y foot, and said, Lo there 

lives the white n1an, the foe of the stran­

ger! l)ost thou no,v fear that I shall lift 

1nyarm against thee? Fear not; see, yonder 

is thy home; go and be joyful ,vith thy 

,vife an<l thy children, but rcme1nbcr never 

to send the hungry from thy door, for 

thou knowest not "hat n1ay happen to 

thvself. 
< 
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THE OLD "\V01fAN AND HER HEN. 

PART I. 

STANDFAST and ScouRnILL one holiday 
strayed in to the neighbouring village. De­
fore one of the cottages, an old woman 
sat spinning upon a seat made of stone 
and turf, while her grandchild, the off­
spring of her son, ,vas learning his alpha­
bet, from a book which lay on her lap. 
As he painted to a letter, she named it, and 
he re pea tecl the word after her. A, snid 
she.-A, cried he, looking up in her face. 
Look on John, said she in a chiding tone, 
or you will ne\·er become a schoiar. ­
"\rhat letter is this? said he, pointing toll. 
She pronounced it.-B, he ba,dcd out, 
at the same time stroking the cat

1 
which 

lay purring by his side. 
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The t\vo young ·gcntle1nen were highly 

ann1sed with this scene, and they were a­

bout w;ilking up to tl1e little scholar, to 

give hin1 some fruit which they had in 

their pockets: But, unfortun'ltely, a hen, 

a favourite one of the old ,vornan, ,vas 

feeding on the green. A s1nall stone lay 

at the foot of Stand fast; he took it up, 

and wantonly threw it at the unoffending 

animal. The poor hen recei, eel a mortal 

,vouncl; she fluttered a few yards, and then 

fell clown and expired. The two young 

n1cn \\ ere struck with surprise, and, as 

guilt is ever connected with co-war<lice, 

they turned round and ran away. 

The little boy witnessed the fate of the 

hen, and running to the spot where she 

lay, he took her up in his arms, an<l bore 

her to his grandmother. Ah l 111y poor 

bird l cried the old won1an, laying aside 

her spectacles, and placing the hen in her 

lap; what cruel boy has taken away thy 

life ? Thou wert hannless, yet thou hast 
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met ,vith tby death. The child ,vas 
1110\'ed with his grandn1other's grict~ and 
putting his hand upon the hen, he began 
to weep; but his tears did uot long flcnv. 
The n10!11cn t his grandmother went in to 
the cottage with the object of her con­
cern, he threw clown his alph:1bet, and 
taking out his marbles, he began to 
play. 

The t,vo young n1en, with trep;dating 
steps, took the road homeward. They 
Yi'alked for some time in silence, till at 
lengtl-: Scourhill turning round, and look­
ing at his companion, said, This is a 
n10st unlucky affair.-\Vhat shall I do? 
cried Standfast earnestly. The practice 
of throwing stones is hateful; ,vithout 
bad intentions, I have been guilty of a 
shameful action. The old woman will 
call me a ,vicked boy, and I shall he in 
disgrace \Yith the Rector. They stood 
debating about the mode of co11duct 
,vhich it was proper to pursue; but the_v 

C 

ti 
al 

h 

II 

,, 



THE ACADEMY. 69 

could con1e to no determination, and they 

continued to loiter for snrne t1111e in the 

fields. On their arrival at the Ac,ulcmy, 

all tl1e young men were called 111 to the 

school-room. ;-· 

The old \voman, who had seen the two 

boys, and knowing that they belonged to 

the Acaclernv, sent her son, \vho soon af-
" 

ter the eYent came fron1 bis labour, to 

inform the Rector of the circumstance. 

T11is was the reason that the young men 

were assembled. 
The hour of meeting ,vas unusual, and 

Standfast, with his compan10n by his 

side, entered the school-roon1 with a 

bec.tting heart. lle could not however 

suppose, that the Rector lud been already 

int•irmed of the eycnt; yet guilt is ever 

fearful, and 111uch he envied his sc1h:ol­

fellows, who with smiling countenances 

occupied their seats. 
The Rector stood up, and then eyery 

eye wa~ fixed upon him, in anxious sus-
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pense, to learn the purpose of the meet-. 
lllg. 

Gen t1crnen, said be, there ,vas a poor 
shepherd who had an only lamb, in ,rbich 
he took much delight. One day he was 
seated on the grass, enjoying the evening 
sun; his dog lc1y at his foot, and, at a 
small distance from him, his fa,·ourite 
lai11b was nibbling the grass. The Yie,v 
,vas interesting; and who would not ha,·e 
said,-Ol<l man, rest thyself in peace? 
A traveller howe,·er came, ·who stood an<l 
viewed the old man ; yet his heart knew· 
11ot compassion. Ile took up a stone, 
and thre,v it ,vi th all his force : it pierced 
the head of the poor lamb, \\'hich in­
stantly fell and expired. 

l\larks of indignation burst from c,·ery 
boy, excepting from Standfast and Scour­
hi II, who sat cm barra!,sed, with <lo,vncast 
eyes. ] he Rector nccomplished his aim; 
he chscovered the de1Inquen ts ; but as he-
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at that time ·was uncertain how to pro­

ceed, he dis1nissed the school. 

Tile n1ornent Standfast quitted the 

school-room, he flew to his apartment, 

and putting a few sliillings into his poc­

ket, he ,vent in search of Thomas, the 

servant. I-le found hn11; and after re­

lating the circumst...mces of the preceding 

adventure, he conjured him to acco1n­

pan y him to the village, in order to buy 

another hen for the old woman. Thomas 

had good dispositions ; the request ·was 

particubrly agreeable to him ; and the 

two imn1ediately left the Academy. 

They n1et a ,von1an, on their en trance 

into the village, ·who had two bens to 

sell. These were instantly purchased ; 

and the youth, with a joyful heart, 

sought the old matron, followed by 'I'ho-

1nas, with a hen under each arm. \Vhcn 

they entered the cottage, the clame was 

sitting reading: Standfast ,valked up to 

her, saying, I an1 the young man ·who 
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killed ynur hen ; I am exceedingly sorry 
fur 111.) fault, and l beg .) ou wili accept 
of the~e two instead of the one wli1ch 
you h::.YC lost. 1 he old \\'oman at first ., 

did not know what to say, but looked al­
tt'rnatelv at the vourh and the hens. At ., ., 

leng~h ~he s.nd, Young gtntlC'man, if you 
commit a fault, you know how to correct 
it.-13les::,ings 011 your head. I cJlled 
you a ,ricked boy : fieayen forgive me. 
-She ho,re,·cr ,rould not rccei,·c both 
hens, and she e,·en felt reluctant to take 
one, till the youth assured her, that he .., 

could not do any thing which \\Tould be 
more grati() ing to the Rector and his fa­
ther. 

The dame then receiYccl one of t11e 
hens, and the you th took the oth(.'r .:!nd 
put it into the arms of her grandson, who 
,vas ~itting on the floor. Ile tlicn took 
off his hat, and made a re-,pectful bo\\\ 
and after thanking her, he hastily turned 
rouud to depart. flis obugiug manner, 
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1nllch 1nore than the present, wo11 upon 
the old woman, and as he gained the door, 
he heard her pouring out her thanks. 
The two, ,vith joyful steps, hastened fro1n 
the village, and without being n1issed, 
1·eacbed hon1e. 

The n1atron's son ·was again {lispatched 
to the Academy, to relate the conduct of 
the noble-111inded boy. The Rector re­
cei vecl the infonnation ,vith peculiar satis­
faction. 

Next day, in the C\;ening, the young 
men ,vere again called from play. And, 
after they all had taken their seats, the 
Rector rose, and said: Gentlemen, the 
tory ,vhich I told you yesterday cannot 

have escaped your rne1nory, and the n1an­
ner in which you expressed your feelings 
evinced the rectitude of your intentions. 
Ile then informed then1 of eyery circum­
stance of the event, and requested their 
opinions respecting it. They all, with no­
hlc disinterestedness, declared, that Stand-

D 
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fast's subsequent conduct had wiped away 
the disgrace of his fault. 

The board next day exhibited the fol­
lowing sentences. 

Humanity is su!jer.t to error; but to 
per.)e1·u·e in error is the proof' ef deprat1ity. 

The most r:irtuous youth may act ,crong; 
but h1.: is more an.1,'ious to correct his faults, 
than ei! 

1

1{_'1' to justify or to conceal them. 
lie .clzo in youth conceals, by mean arti-

jice, lzis errors, u:ill most probably in future 
l!f~ lose tlzose sublime principles which dis­
tinguish the great and the good, and, instead 
qf possess/ng the reality ef ·cirtuc, he ic-i/J 
be sat i.~jied 'U'itlz assuming its appearance. 
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THE OLD ,voMAN AND HER HEN. 

PART II. 

STANDFAST wTote an account of the pre­

ceding adventure to his filther, and as he 

knew that the old w0111an sometimes spent 

an hour in reading, he requested a copy 

of the Pilgri1n's Progress, which he meant 

to present to her. The Lieu tenant was 

highly please<l with his son's conduct, and 

be thus expressed himself in a letter, 

·which he addressed to the youth : 

" I trust that you will never disgrace 

the name of your father. Sail clear of 

faults; but if, unhappily, you are at any 

time driven into them, be a braYc boy, 

and steer honourably off. If yon ever do 

a mean action, you are no longer my son; 

remember this: but mind 111e, John, \Ve are 

D Q 
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all born of a ,voman, an<l both you and I 
may err; but I hate your base, pitiful cow­
ards, that cannot say, l liaYe done wrong. 

" Beside the book you mention, I send 
you hvo others, Don Quixote, and Locke 
on the Hun1an Understanding. One of 
them I OYerha,vled in a voyage to the East 
Indies, and I found it a mighty comical 
story; an<l as to tbe other, it is out of the 
,vay of my reading, but I heard the par­
son say, that it ,vas a very fine book. I 
hope they will suit the old lady; give her 
my best respects, and tell her, that when 
I pass through the village, I shall ,v-ait 

I " llpon 1cr. 

Standfast ,vas delighted with his father·s 
approbation, and he felt the pleasure 
·which arises from the esteem of others. 
The two books which his father so ,vann­
ly recommended he laid aside, and put­
ting the Pilgrim's Progress in his pocket. 
he repaired to the village. 

h 

h 

fl 

s 

·' ~u 

,U 

It 



THE ACADEMY. 77 

The ol<l won1an ,vas seated in front of 

her cottage \vith her usual attendants, her 

grandson and her cat. The 111oment that 

he approached her, she cried, lifting her 
eyes fron1 the spinning wheel, Ah, !faster 

Standfast, I am really glad to see you, to 

thank you, and to tell you ,vhat fine 

things 1ny neighbours say of you. The 

youth niade an obliging reply, and then 

added, that his father had sent a book, 

vd1ich he begged her to accept, at the 
same time putting it into her hand. Pil­
grim's Progress! exclain1ed she, on open­

ing the volume; I have not seen it this 

long time; often have I been amused ,vith 

it in my earlier years; would I had leisure 

just now to read it ! This expression ,vas 
enough for the noble-hearted boy; he took 

the volm11e out of her hand, and proposed 

to read. H.eaven bless thee, said she, and 

continued to spin, while the youth began 
to read. 

D 3 
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At one period of her life, she had en1-

p1oyed her time in teaching the cbildren 

of the poorer class to read ; and though 

her station was humble, her dress was 

cleanly, and her manners, though plain, 

were not rude. 

,, ln!e Standfast was reading, the Rector 

came in view. The youth was sitting on 

one side of the old ,voman, and the cat on 

the other, while the little boy lay on the 

grass, sorting some f1owers which he had 

coHected on the green. They did not per­

ceive the Rector till he was beside them. 

The matron was about to rise in order to 

pay her respects to him, but this he with 

mild affability preYented, and kindly in­

quired after her l1eal th. He then turned 

toward the youth, ancl, with a smile more 

expressive than words, took him by the 

hand. He conversed for some time with 

the matron, ancl then accompanied b.v 

Standfost he returned to the Academy. 
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In the evening, the Rector related to 
'--" 

his pupils the story of the Old Shepherd .. 

TIIE OLD SHEPHERD. 

0 LD Co LIN ,vas a Shepherd; I remember 

hi1n ,vell; often has he ,vith his stories 

amused my early youth, bnt he is now no 

n1ore. Though age had traced niany a 

wrinkle on his foreh~ad, it respected the 

freshness of health ; his venerable head 

,vas white fron1 age, his eye was placid 

from contentment, \vhile a smile ever ac­

companied his ,vorcls. Often in his cot­

tage have I sat near him, as he rested in 

his oaken arm-chair; often have I recli­

ned by his side under a blooming thorn; 

and wherever he directed his steps, hie;; 

faithful dog "\Vatch ,vas at his foot. 

n4 
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The Old 3hepherd regretted 11ot the. 
<leparture of you th, because it ba<l not 
been Yicious; and he feared not futurity, 
because his confidence "'as in hea~;en. 
Age enfeebled bis steps, and his limbs 
could no longer support him to the fields, 
where his manhood had been spent. I--Je 
wasnothowe\·erdiscontented; he sat down 
in his arm-clnir, and said: I-feaven's ,rill 
be done! while ,vatch, pitying its 1naster, 
\Vould not stir from bis foot. 

The old 1nan died, and was borne by his 
fellow-peasants, in mournful silence, to the 
church-yard. X o stone marks the spot 
,vbere his remains rest; yet the rustics, as 
they placed the last turf on his grave, re­
pec: ted with feeling: Here lies a good 
1nan. 

" atch followed the funeral procession, 
and af'"er tl1e peasants had retired, it ap­
prm1c11e<l, and lay down upon the grave 
of : ts master. It returned hon1e, and, 
whinincr looked up to the em1Jty chair t,) • 
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,vbere Old Colin was accustomed to sit: 

he was not there. It then repaired to the 

thorn, where he used to tend the flock: I 
,vas sitting under it; \iVatch fawned upon 

n1e, and afterwards, with a drooping air, it 

looked by turns at 1ne, and at a stone 

,vhich had serve<l its 1naster for a seat. 

Poor Watch, sai<l I, he is gone, and ·will 

never return. 

The faithful dog did not long surviye 

the honest hind; nothing could divert it 

from the ren1ei11brance of its n1aster; it 

pined a,vay, and upon his grave it expi­

red. 

D 5 
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THE GARDEN. 

PART I. 

TnADEWELL and EASIFOOT frequently 
saw the top of a pear tree, ·which seemed 
to be loaded with excellent fruit, in a 
neighbouring garden. Easifoot ,vas a 
simple, good-natured boy, ,vithout bad 
dispositions, but also without that firm­
ness which is necessary to resist tern pta­
tion; or his cbaracter may be gi ,·en in 
the words of Falsesight : Though his 
body were to gro,v to the stature of a 
giant, his 1nincl would still be in leading 
strings. 

One evening, when passing the garden. 
Tradewell said, Let us have some of those 
pears; a few will not be missed, the tree is 
so 1nuch loaded with them. vVe shall be 
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discovered, replied Easifoot, and disgrace 

,vill be the certain consequence. Never 

fear, returned Tradewell, I will n1anage 

the business; I shall mount upon your 

shoulders, and if there is any person in tbe 

garden, l shall proceed no farther. ,vith­
out more discourse, he clambered up the 

. vvall, and seeing no person, descended by 

111eans of a cherry tree, which grew on 

the other side. Ile ran to the pear tree, 

ancl filling his pockets with fruit, he has­

tened back, and regained the outside of 

the wall, without being discovered. 

I-Iappy in bis escape from danger, he 

sat down ,vith his companion upon the 

grass, and laid out the pillage before him. 

Stand fast at this moment was passing, and 

seeing the fruit, he doubted not of the 

means by which it had been obtained, and 

reproached them for their conduct. Trade­

well said, that he ,vas envious of their 

good fortune, and that he wished to have 

a share. This reply displeased Standfast, 

D6 
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and he ordered him, on pain of a seveH: 
drubbing, to remount the wa11, and to Jay 
down the fruit at the root of the tree 
from \Vhich it had been plucked. Trade­
,vell laughed at the menace, but Standfast 
proceeded to put it in execution, and com­
pelled him, after much altercation, to re­
ascend the wall, and to deposite h s booty 
below the very tree fron1 ,vhich it had 
been taken. On the return of the pilferer, 
the noble-minded boy said to him : I ha\·e 
certainly done you a kindness, for the 
Rector will no\v n1ost probably never 
come to know of the transaction, and if 
you are discreet, it shall never pass my 
lips. If you think that I have done wrong, 
you can appeal to our companions, and 
you know that I always subn1it to their 
decisions. The three separated; Stand­
fast pursued the path homeward, while the 
other two struck into the country. 

Tradewell was no less vexed for the loss 
of the fruit, than he was mortified by the 
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nianner of losing it; and after ,valking for 
some time, he said to his companion, that 

he ,vas determined to return and take it 

away. Easifoot ,vas reluctant to yield 
to such a step; but as he had not suffi­
cient resolution to oppose it, his consent 
,vas easily obtained, and the LWO returned 
to the garden. 

As soon as Tradewell ha<l a second tin1e 
got to the outside of the wall with his 

booty, they ,vere both anxious to leave a 

spot, which they deemed so unlucky, and 
they hastened across a park. 

A servant who belonged to the gentle-
1nan, ,vhose fruit they had stolen, was 
ordered to bring home a horse, which was 
at the grass. " '" hen he entered the park, 
the horse was not in Yie,v; but he saw the 
boys, and running toward them, he called, 
inquiring whether they had seen it. They 
beheld him running, and heard hin1 -call­

ing; but not knowing what he said, they 
·upposed that he cried7 Stop the thieves: 
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,v e are discovered, Easifoot exclaimed
1 

Tradewell threw clown his pears, and both, 
fearful of being seized, ran with precipi­
tation. 

A belt of firs lay before them ; they 
pn~hed forward; but when they were a­
bout the 111idclle of it, the clump of a tree 
took hold ofTraclewe11's coat, and he cried, 
sn ppo:,ing that it \\ a.-, the sen ant, 0 ! let 
me go, and I sh,d l ne\·cr ue gui I ty of the 
like again. He made a sudden spring~ 
and got away, leaving Lehind him one of 
the skirts of bis coat, and in this condi­
tion he reached the Academy. 

The Rector, fron1 his torn coat and en1-
barrassed manner, conjectured that his 
conduct had been wrong; but he forbore 
at that time to question him. 

It was an important rule with the Hec­
tor, never to put it in the po,ver of a boy 
to be guilty of a falsehood; for he found 
by experience, that a youth when abrupt­
ly questioned, under the fear of in1mediatc 
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punishment or disgrace, often, in atte1npt­

ing to vindicate himself, loses the distinc­

tion of right and ·wrong, an<l supposes that 

he is only justifying his actions, while he 

is in fact guilty of falsehood. When a boy 

declares a falsehood, he often becomes 

obstinate in error. 

The Rector put the highest value upon 

truth. Truth, would he often say, is con­

nected with every thing manly, generous, 

and good. The youth who has an invin­

cible loYe for it, can never descend to any 

thing 1nean, base, or pusillanimous; and 

though he may s0111etimes err, howe,·er 

pm c his intentions may be, yet he hates 

to conceal his actions by falsehood, which 

\-Vould render him 1nore base. 

Some, in order to shew their love for 

truth, forgive a child his faults, because 

he confesses them. l\Iark the consequence 

of this conduct. The child, instead of 

conceiving a regard for truth, becomes in 

ftct indifferent to his faults, because 
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there is no species of punishment or evil 
connected ·with them. Others, in order 
to make children speak tru:-h, inflict upon 
tbe1n severe correction. This n1ethod, in­
stead of leading the mind to the love of 
truth, naturally inspires it ,vith dissimu­
lation, cunning and d:-ceit. 

Raise youth fro1n every thing lo\V or 
1nean; inspire then1 ,vith generous yet 1110-

dest self complacence; teach then1 to act 
,vorthy of the esteen1 of good 111en ; but, 
in particular, convince the1n that they are 
ever in the presence of the Supreme Being. 
,vhen such young 1nen act wrong, they 
feel the punislnnent in their own bosoms; 
they avo\V their faults, and experience the 
shame ,vhich arises in ingenuous 111inds. 
,v e 1nay be led to virtue even by our er­
rors. 

If any error has been committed, and 
the Rector cannot trace it to its source, 
he deprives all the boys of play, or of son1e 
other gratification, till the transgressor 
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himself comes forward, and acknowledges 

his fault. This cust0111 has the happiest 

effect. It prcven ts the hope of conceal­

n1en t; it also prevents anin1osity, for one 

boy is not required to inforn1 upon ano­

ther; and it renders general good con­

duct, general happiness. 

If a fault is <lone by a boy of a noble 

111ind, the Rector generally sends for him, 

and in private inquires into every parti­

cular; first assuring the young 111an of the 

high sense ,vhich he entertains of his 

candour; and that the meeting· is a proof 

of the confidence ,vhich he has in his ve­

racity. ,vith the two boys who had pilfer­

ed the fruit, he acted in a different rnan­

ner. He sent for then1 to his room, and 

after expressing his suspicion of their con­

duct, he told then1 that he was about to 

examine them separately, and that it ,vas 

impossible to conceal the truth. Trade­

well ,vas disn1issed, and Easifoot, without 

Ieserve, declared the whole truth. 
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THE GARDEN. 

PART II. 

TuE punishment inflicted on Tradewell 
was, that he should wear the torn coat 
for a ,reek. The school was dismissed, 
and the youth felt so nn1ch ashamed, that 
he retired to his room, and did not appear 
among his compauions at play during that 
evernng. 

I\.,.ext day the delinquent entered the 
school-room with a 1nortified air, and af­
ter taking his seat, he devoted himself, 
,vith the n1ost assiduous attention, to his 
lessons. In the evening he retired, as u­
sual, to his room; and after the other boys 
had gone abroad to their amusements, he 
begged permission to speak with the Rec­
tor. This was instantly granted, and he 
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.:i.~J...ed liberty to wear another coat for the 

eyening, and to tptit the Academy for a 

.,hurt tin1e. The ltector, fro1n the 1nan ncr 

in which the request ,vas expressed, felt 

no hesitation in complying with it. 

The youth quitted the Rector, and a­

,·ailing himself of the pennission ,vhich 

he ha<l received, left the A.caderny, unob­

scn·cd by his companions, and went di­

rectly to the person whose fruit he had 

pilfered. The gentleman was at home; 

and T'radcwell, on being introduced to hin1, 

said, \i:ith an air of modesty, I a1n ex­

treme! v sorn: for lM vino· been auil ty of 
V J b b 

breaking into your garclen.-·Y ou are the 

young nrnn who has roubcd 111y garden ! 

said ::\Ir "\Y orthy, interrupting hin1; then I 

!Jco· \'OU ,vill o·o to vour tailor a11d aet 
b .I b .I ' b 

this skirt stwed upon your coat; n1y ser-

vant found it upon the clump of a fir. 

The youth was extremely en1barrassed; he 

blushed, and the tear began to flow. 1\Ir 

\Vorthy saw his distress, and kindly took 
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him by the hand. Tradewell ,vas encou~ 
raged by his kind 111anner; he recovered 
composure, and in the 1nost ingenuou8 ex­
pressions, he begged his forgiveness. 

The gen tlen1an vvas so pleased ,vi th the 
youth, that he 11ot only forgave him, 
but he invited liin1 to sit down and drink 
tea. 

While Tradewell ,vas sitting at the tea 
table, in the midst of the family, l\f r ,v onliy retired, and ,~/rote a letter to the 
Rector, requesting him to pardon the 
you th, whose frank confession had gi \'en 
h1ni u1uch satisfaction. At the same time, 
he orde.i·cd the sen·ant, who ,vas charged 
to deli ·1 er the ll'tter, to carry a basket of 
frl!it for the young gentlemen of the A­
cademy. 

The Rector, as the evening ,vas ex­
tremely fine, desired tea to be prepared 
in the arbour : he misse<l Tra<lewd1, yet 
l1e 1nade no remarks on his ab~encc, as 
l1e had given him liberty for the evening. 

t'. 
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In the course of conversation, J\tir 1\Jac­
adan1 alluded to the conduct of Easifoot, 
and observed, that the simplicity of 111ind, 
which leads us, without examination, to 
adopt the opinions and manners of our 
associates, is next to vicious inclinations 
the 111ost censurable. A youth with such 
dispositions, ·when he goes into the ,vorld, 
generally falls a prey to the designing and 
abandoned. It is not enough that w·e 
possess good intentions, if ,ve have not 
wisdon1 to perceive what is right, and 
firmness to pursue it. 

The Rector then related the following, 
fable, and desired the young men to make 
the application. 
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THE TWO FOXES. 

Two foxes, the one young and simple, 

the other old and crafty, 011ce formed 

the closest alliance of friendship. They 

sought together their prey; but when­

ever clanger was apprehended, the old 

fox always consulted his own safety. 

One evening they resolved to attack 

some lambs, which they had observed 

during the course of the day. ,~'hen 

they arrived near the field where the 

flock ·was feeding, the old fox sent the 

young one fonvarcl, while he remained 

at a distance. The young one slowly 

1novecl towards his pi ey; but the shep­
herd, who ·was provided ,vith a gun, and 

seeing hin1 approach, fired and ,vounded 
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hitn severely. He however gained his 

companion, and both escaped fron1 the 
shepherd. 

The young fox encountered n1any dan­

gers by the artifice of his friend. At last, 

howe\·er, the old fox was roused by the 
hounds, and closely pursued. I-le tried 

every method to escape. He leaped fron1 

one break to another, in order that th~ 

hounds n1ight lose his tract; he n1ade 

for the sea, and ran for some time along 

the 1nargin in shallo,v ·,vater ; but his 

pursuers still kept close upon him. He 

then made for the retreat of his friend, 

the young fox, and hastily calling hin1 

to the 1nouth of the cave, he left hin1 to 

be seized by the hounds, w bile he escaped 
fron1 ch .. nger. 

After the Rector had finished the fa­
ble, the sen~ant arrived with the fruit 

and the letter. The fruit ,vas very ac­

ceptable to the young n1en, and the let-
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ter ga,·e much satisfaction to ~Ir :\Iae­
adam, ·who was particularly anxious that 
his pupils should not deen1 themselves 
either learned or perfect; but that fron1 
a sense of their ignorance and errors, they 
should becon1e modest, ,vise, and good. 

The company ,vere soon joined by 
Tradc'i.vell, ,rhon1 tbe Rector recei,·ed 
with kindness. The young men "Tere 
required to give their opinion of his con­
duct. They ga,·e it as their judgmentp 
that his sorrow for his fault, and his apo­
logy to the gentleman, deserred the Rec­
tor's forgiveness. The youth according-
1v was received into fa,rour. N" ext day ., 

~ 

the board exhibited the following sen-
tence. 

A _young rnan, who a second tune commits 
a fault for whiclz lze has been !zonourab{lJ 
acquitted, she,l'S lzi11tsc!f destitute of those 
generous principles which guide youth to 
noble actions. 
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ADMONITIONS. 

0 N the choice of your associates depend 
your character and happiness. 

If you associate with a person ,vhose 
politeness conceals his depravity, your 
ruin is almost ine\·itable. Vice is natural­
ly abhorrent to the ingenuous 111incl; but 
the approach to it is easy in the company 
of those whom you esteem. 

Few young 1nen of fortune judge for 
them~el ,·es in society : they are deluded 
into the sentiments of others: rather than 
be singular, they will be \·icious; and 
wlule they think that the) are actin~· a 
111a11 ly part, they not unf1 cq ue11 tl y act 
.in con sis ten t1 y \.VI th reason and "1rtue. 

E 
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,vhen you associate with your inferiors, 
you lose delicacy of sen ti men t, with po­
liteness of n1anners; and e,Ten while ) ou 
court their friendship, they despise you. 

"\Vhen you keep company with those 
who are n1uch your superiors in rank, 
you lose in senTili(y your dignity of scn­
tirnen t ; and the morn en t you cease to 
please them, t11ey desert you. 

In the hour of dissipation aud mirth, 
every bos01n scen1s to o,·erflow with ge­
nerosity, and your associates profess for 
you the most inviolable regard ; but in 
n1isfortune they are the first to forsake 
you. 

In your intercourse with the ,vorld 
you may be obliged to mix occasionally 
,vi th all ranks. To your superiors be re­
spectful without sc1Tility; but ,,·hile you 
pay due deference to rank, know that the 
respectful homJgc of the heart is due on­
ly to virtue. 
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,vhen you conyerse with people of the 

lower orders, let the1n not feel their in­

feriority; but ·while you remember what 

is due to yourself, let then~ perceive in 

your engaging deportment nothing but 

\Vhat is calculated to gain their esteem. 

Servility and .. haughtiness, which are 

the offspring of a weak mind, are wholly 

incompatible ·with every great and gene­

rous sentiment. 

Among your equals you must expect 

to find friends. In order to secure the 

esteen1 of your acquaintance, you n1ust 

possess candour, which rejects all dissimu­

lation; and while your n1odesty prevents 

you assuming an air of superiority, your 

prudent, but polite conduct, must pre­

vent that fan1iliarity or confidence, ,vluch 

often occasions regret. Friendship kno,vs 

no restraints save those of virtue and de­

corum. 
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FORTITGDE .. 

. 
F EEJ3LEAR:u 's temper ,vas somewhat pee­
vish, and he had perpetually some cause 
of comph1int. Permit a boy to complain 
of trifles, and be contracts a habit which 
embitters his future life. i\_ bra,·e man 
cannot ~lwn misfortunes; but he can do 
more, he Cdn rise superior to them; and 
hence it " "as one of the principal objects 
of tl1e Rector, i11 the education of his pu­
pils, to inspire them with firmness of cha­
racter. Ko boy ,vas permitted to com plain 
of hrat or cold, or of I >etty losse~ and 
accide11ts. Complaints were deemed un-
111anl y. 
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Let prudence prevent misfortune; let 

virtue prevent repentance; and support 

every event ,vith caln1ness. 

Vie,v the savage :-He gratifies his 
hunger and thirst, and is satisfied. Cmn­
pare your situation with his, and be con­

tent. View the intrepid seamen, or tra­

veller in the n1idst of dangers, and will 

you cornp1ain ? 
The Rector, in the evening, related the 

following story in the arbour, for the pur­

pose of exhibiting an instance of that 

firmness of mind which is acquired in 

the midst of dangers. 
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THE SE_\J\IA:K'S STORY. 

:'.\In. 1'li1C.<\.D,D1 thus introduced it. One time, 

while I was angrng, a sailOT came up to tbt> 

bank on \\bic.:h I stood, and after accosting 

me, we ente. ed into conversation. His man­

ner pleased me, and taking out my provisions 

and flask, I desired him to sit down with me 

on the brink of the stream, and partake of rn.y 
cheer. Tlie invitation was extremely agree­

able to him, a11d during our repa:,i, he amnsed 

me with the history of his adventures ; the 

last 0f which I shall relate as correctly as I 

cJ.n in his own words. 

]\II y story is not Yery ,vonderful, but 

)·ou shall have it such as it is. "\Vell, you 

1nust know, that I was born in Scotland. 

1 ,vent to Liverpool to get insight in to 

my business, and wrought there, till I be-
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came one of the best hands in the shop. 

A comrade of mine,--he and I were great 

fricnds,-took it into his head to go to sea. 

There was no harm in that, but he· would 

have me to go with hin1. I stood out 
'---' 

for son1e time, at last however I consent-

ed to go with hi1n. 

Our first trip \Vas lucky enough, but 

our second, that was the one. vVell, as 

,ve were lvino· off St Vincent takinO' in a 
J O ' b 

cargo of rum and sugar, I ,vas sent in 

the yawl, \vith two of n1y 1nessrnates, to 

bring a puncheon of ruin. Our ship was 

in the offing, and \Ve had a far ,vay to 

sail. 'I'o cut the matter short, for I hate 

long stories, we got the puncheon into 

the boat, and steered for the ship. But, 

look you, we had scarce1y cleared land1 

when the " rind veered about, and blew a 

heavy squal1. \V c were driven out to sea. 

I stood at the stern. I mind it, as if it 

happened yesterclay.-J ack, cried San1 to 

tne, you are afraid.-Afraid ! no, no, said 

E4 



'l'HE ACADEt\fY. 

I. Cheer up, rn3 lads, we shall weather 
it.-· I looked lo the windward.-.A. moun­
tain of a sea came rolling toward our quar­
ter.-\l'e were all looking at it, when in the 
t•·rning of a handspike it dashed in upon 
L' S. Dnwn we11t tLc bo1t; down \Vent 

'I om. I c~ tcheJ one encl of an oar, Sam 
c,~ .. ,·bcd the other, and there \re lay, kecp­
fr1g uurse!·. ·es afloat the be:st \Vay we 
cou.-L 

Our co11dition \\·'-4s bad enough; but 
wbat could we d1J? we could not help it. 
And so there we lay as I s:iid.-1 1e11, you u 

~ 

see, in a little time something flounced a­
gainst my breast. °'Ve are gone, said I 
to Sam, for I guessed that it was a shark, 
and that it ,votdd come back; and so, Sir, 
before you could splice a rope, back it 
came.-The squall was over, and the sea 
was clear.~I saw it plain1y.-It opened 
its dreadful jaws.-I shall nc\·er forget 
it. - And in a t,riukling it seized Sam by 
the head, and wbipt him off-So, Sir, 
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there was an end to poor Sam. You 1nay 
be sure I did not lil~ 111y birth, but 
there was no flinching.-! forgot to tell 
you, that the shark did not con1e back, 
though I thought as how it ,vou ld be 
athwart n1e eyery m01nent. It had e­
nough for that bout. 

"'\Vell, 111y strength \Vas gone, night 
came 011, aud I lost sight of land. vVhat 
,vas to be done? Nothing was in sight; 

I lost all hope ; to the botton1 I 111ust go, 
said I t9 myself.-! said my prayers in 
the best way I could, and then quitted 
the oar, and down I sunk.-,1/hen I had 
sunk half a cable's length, or thereabouts, 
-but that is neither here nor there, for 
I kept no reckoning ;-why, Sir, some­
thing came into n1y head, I know not 
what it was; but while there is life, there 
is hope. Up I bounced, like a cork. 
The oar was not far fr0111 n1e; I could 
see it plainly enough: The night in those 
countries is not dark; and so I swam to 

E5 
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1 t, and laid my breast across it as before-. 
-!Iere the seaman stopped, and, after an 
emphatic pause, he exclaimed, There is a 
kind pro,·iclence a1oft. 

To encl my story,-for as I told you 
before I hate long stories,-next 1norn­
i ng a boat belonging to a London trader 
passed me within hail. I could not 
cry, nor lift my arm ; 1ny hat was lost : 
IIo,vever, the mate ,vho steered her espied 
n1e, after he had passed me, and he laid about, 
and picked n1c up.-I faintcd.-l\Iy breast 
bone was laid bare; but that ,,,as a trifle: 
and in the evening I ,vas carried on 
board of my own ship. Ah! what a 
pity added he, turning up the flask, it 
is all done; but the best of things will 
haYe an end: so say I: and then he sung 
a verse of a song. Ile put a large piece 
of tobacco into his mouth, grasped his 
cudgel, and arose. ,re shakecl hands, 
and after exchanging a most cordial a­
dieu, he parted fro1n me singing. 

t 
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t,COURI-IILL'S ADVENTURES. 

PART I. 

THERE ,vas a review of a regin1ent of 

horse, at a s111all distance fr01n the Aca­

demy, and several of the boys .,vere al­

lowed to be present. On the road, they 

fell in ,vith a n1an _,vho was ·walking, and 

leading a horse ,vith two empty panniers 

suspended on each side of it. Scourhill 

req uestecl a ride; the 1nan consented, and 

the youth n1ounted upon the horse. 

The animal had long been a dragoon 

horse, and when it became old, it ,vas sold 

to a farmer. But it had not forgot its early 

habits; for on arriYing ,vi thin sight of the 

caYalry, the ol<l charger pricked up its 

cars, and seemed to resun1e the fire of 

youth. The young n1en laughed and 

E6 
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compli1nentecl Scourbill on the appear­
ance he made upon his war horse; but 
while they were yet speaking, the trun1-
pet sounded, and the animal, roused into 
spirit, set off at a full trot, and fell into 
the front rank. Immediately the signal 
\Vas gi,·en for a charge, and ScourhiIJ, 
and his horse, with the baskets dangling 
by its sides, flew off at full speed, amid 
the shouts and huzzas of the whole 
crowd. The instant that the regiment 
h:tlted, tbe youth slid off the horse, ,vhich 
he delivered to its owner, and, completely 
mortified with his military exhibition, 
he sunk in to the crowd, and regained his 
com pan1on.s. 

The young men on their return home, 
:i.s tllC) ,vere about to enter the yjlJage, 
saw ~rn ass feeding by the road side. 
\Vhat a fine appearance, said Falsesight 
to Scourhill, you would make upon this 
noble animal, at the head of the regi­
ment. · Saying this, he attempted to leap 

sp 

rr. 

t, 



THE ACADEMY, 109 

upon its back, but ,vas not able. Scour­

hill, in order to shew his i.1gility, made a 

spring, and easily accomplished what his 

companion had tried in vain. Instantly 

Falsesight took off his hat, and gave the 
anin1al a few slaps, and away it cantered 

into the village, pursued by the young 

1nen, urging it to full speed; while every 
hoy ,vhom they met joined in the pur­

suit, and every cottage poured out its 
matrons, and children, and doc;s. 

In the midst of this uproar, the Rec­

tor entered the village, and was coming 

full upon Scourhill and his retinue, ,vhen 

the ass made a sudden halt before the 
door of a tinkard, its n1aster, and threw 
its rider upon a large heap of n1ire. 'I'he 

youth instantly started up, and without 
ever looking behind him, to thank his 
attendants for the procession, he ran 
home to the Academy. 

Ile retired, and some time after his 
arrind, he wrote a small note to the Rec-
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tor, expressive of sorrow for his conduct. 

and requesting permission to keep his 
roon1 for the evening. l\lr !\Iacadam 

granted the request, and at the same time 

desired the servant to say, that he was 

assured that l\laster Scourhill ,vould find 

himself 1nuch fatigued after his brilli­

ant display of assmanship, which so much 

astonished the village. 

The errors of a boy must be corrected 
by corporeal punishment, or by the depri­
vation of something ·which he values, or 
by his own self-reproach. The whole ai1n 
of J\Ir l\Iacadam, in the education of his 
pupils, ,vas to raise them to that dignity 

of character, which renders the last 1node 
of punishment sufficient for right con­
duct. To raise you th however to such a 
character, requires knowledge, vigilance, 
affectionate severity, and prudent indul­
gence; and if fe,v boys possess it, let us 
not complain of human nature. ,vill 
the husbandman, ,vho in spring has ne-
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o·lectecl his fields, meet ,vith cornrnisera-t..., 

tion, when he c01nplains that his harvest 

has failed? 
Scourhill received no punishn1ent, ex­

cepting what arose fron1 his own sense 
of shame; but next day the Rector 
spoke to his pupils, and he particularly 

cautioned them against those pursuits 
,vhich tend to debase the character. 
The rich, said he, owe their virtues and 
talents to society, as n1uch as the poor 
man does hi~ndustry ; and if the for­
mer fall into lo,v amusen1ents, they do 
not becon1e useless only; they frequently 
becon1e vicious, and s01netin1es they n1ake 
as honourable an exhibition, as did l\Ias­
ter Scourhill on the ass, pursued by the 
boys and dogs of the village. 

The you th ,vas ad vised to n1ake some 
reparation, or apology to the tinkard, the 
particular nature of which ,vas left to 
his own discretion; and for this purpose 
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he ·was permitted to leave the Academy 
for the e,·ening. 

The tinkarcl had a child, and Scourhill 
thought, that an apology to the father, 
and a present to the son, \\rould am ply 
atone for his imprudence. 

t .i 

p, 

fn 



THE ACADEMY. J ] 3 

SCOL'RHILL'S ADVENTURES. 

PART II. 

_BEFORE entcrin°· the villao-e Scourhill 
t, t, ' 

had to pass a mill. A child playing on 

tbe margin of the stream that supplied 

it ,vith "rater, fell in, and ,vas floating 

toward the 1nill-,rheel, when the youth 

seeing its danger, rushed forward, and 

c:J.ught it by the clothes, just as it " ras 

on the point of destruction. Several 

people witnessed the event; and the re­
port, that a child ,vas carried into the 

111ill-wheel, flew through the village, and 

eYery n1other came running to the place. 

The woman to whom the child belonged 

soon heard its name, and pushing in a • 

frantic manner through the cro,vd, she 

flew to it, and taking it in her arms, 
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cried, clasping it to her bosom, 1\Iy 
cbi]d, my child ! She then silently ga­
zed upon its face, apparently to see 
,vhether it was really ali,·e, and shedding 
tears, she exclaimed, IIeayen be praised! 

After her mind becan1e somewhat more 
composed, Scourhill was pointed out to 
her; she in a n1ornent put the child out 
of her arms, and hastily making up to 
the youth, she embraced him, and grate­
fully thanked hin1 for rescuing her child. 

Scourhi11, as soon as the general atten­
tion was withdrawn from him, retired 
fron1 the crowd, and ,vent to the cottage 
of the tinkard. He entered, and finding 
the n1an at ,vork, he took off his hat, 
and in an obliging n1anner apologized for 
bis conduct. The tinkard said smiling : · 
To be sure you bad a grand procession, 
but n1y ass is nothing the worse for it, 
and I freely forgi ,·e you. The you th 
politely thanked him, and just as he wa. 
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about to retire, he slipped a little 111oney 

into the hand of the tinkard's son. 

The child, proud of its present, shew­

ed it to its father, ,vho instantly threw 

do,vn his tools, and ran out of the house 

after the you th. The crowd ,vere re­

turning fro111 the n1ill; Scourhill had to 

pass through it, and the n1atrons ,vere 

not a little surprised to see the deliYerer 

of the child pursued by the 111ender of 

kettles. The tinkard soon o,·ertook 

him, and having thanked hi1n for his 

polite and generous conduct, he turned 

about and satisfied the curiosity of those 

,vho surrounded him. Scourhill received 

111uch applause, and while he continued 

bis course, eyery eye pursued hi1n in ad-

111iration . 
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SCOURHILL'S ADVENTURES. 

PART III. 

NJ R )fAC.ADA:\I wrote an account of the 
preceding ackentures to Scow·hill's fa­
ther, and the old r,entlem~n returned an 
answer, in ·which he says, " 1~ our letter 
rejoices 111,y heart. ~,~ke my son Joseph 
a scholar; but abo,·e all make him an 
honest man. I know little about vour 

" Latin and Greek, as being things very 
much out of my way; but this I know, 
that a man, if his heart is right, can look 
a fello"r creature in the face; but with­
out being an honest man, why he had 
better not live. 

" \Vhen your letter came to hand, I 
,vas sitting at dinner, after a 1nost noble 
chase, in the midst of my friends ; alJ men 



THE ACADEMY. 117 

of the right sort, downright hearty good 

fellows. The cloth WLtS remo,·ed, and 

,ve had just sung, Bright Phcebus lzad 

mounted his chariot of' day, when 111y ser­

vant Jonathan can1e in with your let­

ter. 
" But you n1ust know my rnanner.­

J onathan is none of your t11gbty, bow111g 

footn1en, that whip in upon you with 
the spring of a fox. No, Jonathan is 

better trained. I:Ie opens the door lei­

surely, and marches slowly to ,vi thin four 

yards of my chair, and there he halts, his 

eye resting upon n1e. If the conversation 

is general, he con1es forward, and delivers 

his message; but if l am telling one of 

n1y hunting stories, he must neither 

speak nor move till he receives my orders . 

. -"\Yell, as I said, Jonathan came n1 \vith 

your letter. I was in the middle of 011e of 

n1v best stones, and according to cust01n 
~ ' 

he i:ool· hi s ation. I ('arne to a p::iuse, 

and looked at him. lie n1a<le his bow; 
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but I continued my story. I made a se~ 

cond pause, and again turned my eye to­

·ward him.-He bowed. I see you, Jo­

nathan, said I, and ·went on with rny 
story. At the third pause, I took a few 

seconds to breathe.-The honest fellow 

n1ade one of his lowest bo,\·s. I said to 

him, Come hither. A letter you have for 

me? Let me see it.-I know your 11and­
writing.-Carry it, bonest Jonathan, to 

your mistress, said I, for my story is not 

yet finished. It is fron1 the worthy man, 

the Rector; it is about J ostph; return 

and let me know whether the youngster 

continues to behave \Vell. 

" One of the company remarked the 

peculiar 111anner of Jonathan ; and this 

brought on a con,·ersation concerning 

servants. I ha,·e an Irish one, said Squire 

Danby, a fello\v "\\·ith a sly, blunt coun-. 

tenance; but his heart is honest and af­

fectionate. \'" ester<lay I sent hin1 with a 

message; he staid too long; and on hi .. 
(] 
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return I was 1nuch disple:1sed.-1Vhere 

.do you come from ? I cried in an angry 

tone.-Fron1 Belfast, he calmly replied. 

-\\'hat! exclaimed I, raising my voice, 

you are still tbe old n1an in your answers. 

-Old 111an, rep1ie<l he, with a blunt 

but respectful air, that is just ,vhat 111y 

father used to say. Pat, says he, ·were 

_you to live to the age of l\lethuselah, 
you ,vou1cl still be Patrick O'Donnar. 

-I lost all patience. Sirrah ! cried I, to 

,vhon1 do you speak ?-Sir, Did you not 

k:110,v, answere<l he, I ·would tell you.­

I was extremely proYoked; I gave hi111 a 

push from n1e, and he fell upon a favou­

rite dog, which set up a loud howl. 

Pat leisurely arose, muttering, Ay, Tow­

ler, I see you are ashamed, and he walked 

slo,dy away. He soon returned; and 

coming up to me, said with a graye coun­

tenance, that he ,vas deterrni11ed to quit 

111y service. l\Iy anger had subsided, 

and I, smiling, said, "\Vhy, Pat, leave n1y 
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service ? because, Sir, replied he, tberc 
is no bearing with your anger.-Tut, 
111y anger, I cried, is a mere blast, ,vl1ich 
is quickly over -Yes, said he, with one 
of his Yacant stares, it is a blast; but it 
is the blast of a hurricane which knocks 
me clown. I easily reconciled hi111 to 
his situation. 

''Ina short while Jonathan came back, 
and in a fluttered nrnnner, said that his 
111istress wanted to speak with 111e. Im­
n1cdiately I left the table, ,1ncl ·went to 
111y wife. As I entered tbc door of her 
apartment, I S<.lW that she was 111 tears; 
1ny heart sunk; my limbs trembled, and, 
,val killg· up to her, I took her hand, and 
kissed her clieek; for we have ever lived 

. in a lo\·ing n1anner, and I cried, :i\ly 
dear, be comtorted.-Js our son Jo~cph 
dead! She, in a hurriul tone, talked of a 
dragoon horse, an ass, a child, and a 
tinkard. \,Vhat ! cried I, my de,d·, has 
our son Joseph to <lo with drc1.go011 asses 
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and horses. I unwittingly put the asses 
first-She laughed. I stared at her, 
and shaking 111y head, I said to myself, 
Ah ! n1y poor wife ! for I really thought 
that she \Vas touched in the brain. 

She then thrust the letter into my 
~1and; I read it, and when I came to the 
last part, I felt that I was a father. 
"'\V hen I saw n1y boy catching the child, 
,vhen I saw the n1other en1Lracing him, 
when I sa,v the111 all blessing him, my 
heart O\ erflowecl with tenderness, and I 
e:.\.clai111ed, IIe is indeed 111 y son Joseph. 
1'f y wife, who saw that I was affected, 
\\ ept, and, ,vbile I ,vas drying my own 
eye~, I always cried to her,-1\Iy dear, do 
not weep. 

I then descended to the company, 
with the letter in my baud, and told 
them that I shouicl let them bear a story 
about my son. I ga\·e the let ter to my 
friend Squire Sleek.Lee, aucl requested 
him to rea<l 1t. :\'ly friend, who is al-

F 
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most as broad as long, has a jolly round 

countenance, an<l ,vhen he is 111erry he 
~ ' 

shakes the whole house with his laughter. 

'I'he Squire read with decent composure, 

till he came to the old horse at full 

clrnrge, with the panniers dancing by its 

sides. Here he 111ade a full stop ; the 

letter fell upon his knee, and his sides 

"~ere convulsed with laughter. Ile be­

gan again, and got tolerably well through 

,vi th the ass race, ti 11 he arri ,·eel at the 

turning post, ,vhere Joseph was laid in 

the mire. At this place, n1y friend, 

,vith his immoderate laughter, slid o-ff his 

chair, and fell with his back flat upon 

the floor, and there he lay rolling fro111 

one side to another, while ·we a11 stood 

round him shaking our sides ,vith laugh­

ter. At this n1ornen t honest Jonathan 

stalkecl in with his solemn pace, and 

took his station, ,vaiting my orders. 

I-Iis appearance added still more to our 

mirth. 
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At 1cngth, said I, honest Jonathan 
lend us a hand. ,re got the Squire 
placed upon bis chair; we all dried our 
eyes, a11cJ again took our scats. ,rhcn 
the last part of your letter was read, all 
was silence and attention; and at the 
end of it, my friend Sleekface called-A 
bumper: he then gave tbe toast, ?\lay 
.Joseph honour his {:tthcr, by being an 
honest man. The second toast was, l\Iay 
we, without L>eing philosophers, embrace 
en_Ty man as a brother; and, without 
being courtiers, may we ever smile upon 
a friend. ,re then drank, The land 
o· cakes; and we concluded the wbole 
with singing, Rule Britannia. 

F ~ 
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THE REDBREAST. 

As the Rector ,vas sitting one delight­

ful en~ning among his pupils in the ar­

bour, a rcclbredst sang charmingly on a 

neighbouring spray. This circumstance 

called the attention of the groupc, and 

he rebted the following little history of 

a bird of this species. 

One winter when • I resided in Edin­
burgh, in a building situated by itself: a 

redbreast flew into my room. I imme­

diately srcured the little capti,·e, \nrh the 

resolution of gi\ ing it s11eltcr rtlt the 

,veather became mere favourable. 

On the thi1d day it left me, i:cnd after­

wards sought prc,tt ction fron~ a lady 

who re.,i<led in the sc.1.me buildiu6 , and 
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,vith ,vhom it staid two ·winters. It 
"'as never confined in a cage ; the lady 
gaYe 1t full liberty, and it seen-1ed to be 
very happy in its hospitable retreat. 
There were two rooms which comn1tmi­
cated by a sm,dl 1nss~ge; it took great 
pleasure in cLtrting fron1 the one to the 
other. At 111eal time it would light for 
a moment on the corner of the taLle, 
snatch a crumb, and glide a,vay. It h.1d 
two very ol>vious n1odes of expressing 
its pleasure, and its pain. \Vhen it ,,·as 
<lissati:;fied, it usually drooprd, gently 
fluttered its wings, and emitted a low 
n1ournful chi1~ping. :\Vhen it was cheer­
ful, it ele,·ate ~ itself; it also fluttered 
its wings; but its chirping: was 111ore 
loud and sprightly. In the morning, 
the window was always thrown open, in 
order to permit it to fly into the fields. 
It leisurely hopped out; and if the day 
,vas favourable, it soon disappeared; but 
if the weatl1er was to pro,·e bad, it came 

F :1 
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fluttering back to its kind hostess. In 
the eYening \\'hen it returned, it was 
sometimes attended by a companion, 
which it \\·otild briug to the window, 
c!nd woo tu con,e forward, Lut its d-Forts 
were n1ways varn. In the spn1:g suc­
ceu!ing t1:c second winter, it ,rent a­
way, ,!rnl nc,·cr returned. 

THE CROW. 

0 ~ tbc same en:-nrng, the Rector rela­
ted the followjng particulars of a cro\V. 

The children of a gentleman \rho li,·es 
about fifty mi le.::i from Edinburgh, found 
a , ouno· crow, which they reared till it • t, 

acquired sufficient strt11gth to fly. It 
then quitted their protection, and fle,, a­
way. It howe,·er returned every day for 
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food; but the quantity ·which it took 
see1ned to be so unusually great, that 

they several times watched it, and foun(l 

that it constantly directed its flight to a 

few birds of its own species. 

A gentleman who resided in the family, 
one <lay on his return fron1 shooting dis­

charged his gun at a few crows, ,d1ich 

were l10vering above his head ; and 

one of them instantly fell ainong· some 

growmg corn. Next day the favourite 

crow did not make its appearance, and 

for some time none could concei,·e the 
cause of its absence. 

Some clays after this, three crows were 

seen nwving slowly fro111 the field of 

corn, toward the hou5e ; one of then1 

which seemed wounded, was supported 

Ly the other two, one on each side of it. 
A. boy was sent to them ; on his ap­

proach the two flew away, leaving the 
other behind, which the youth took 
and carried into the house. It ·was 

F4 
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the fayouri te crow. I ts ,ving was 111JU­

red; its head ,vas also wounded; but by 
proper care it soon reco\'ered, and at 
the preseut time it n1akes its daily visit~ 
to the hospjtable rna11f;inn . 

• 
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THE GHOST. 

A Rf:I>ORT ,vas spread abroad, that the 
church-yard was luunted by an appari­
tion, \Vhich had been seen by several per­
sons. This was the subject of much con­
ver,;_;ation, and the comments upon it were 
various and profound. It appeared to be 
the general belief, that the spectre ,vas 
the ghost of some ,vicked nun who could 
not rest in bis gra\'e. 

l)ftvid Clodpoll declared, that in pass­
ing thrpngh the church-yard one 11igl1t, 
he ~pddcnly came upc~~1 something with 
a white body and a black head. llc stood 
~1gh<1st.-A cold sweat bedewecl his fore­
head.- IIi:; hair became erect.-The clock 
' truck tweh·e, and in a morn en t the ap-

• i' 5 
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parition flew away, with the velocity of 

Iightning. Agnes l\Iarvel declared, that 

in walking through the church-yard she 

s~nv the san1e ghost. It was at a small 

distance. She ,vas struck with terror and 

ran. She gained the style; and on looking 

behind hrr, she saw the specfre at her 

heels, as large as the church. 

This report was soon carried to the 

Academy, and the Rector took occasion 

one day to mention it, as he sat in the 

1nidst of his pupils. Superstition, said he, 
is fast declining in Scotland, though it 
still lingers in many parts, particularly a-

1110ng the old, who are reluctant to fore­

go the notions which they cherished in 

youth. "\Ve feel a natural propensity to 

endow inanimate nature with our feelings 

and passions. T'his is the origin of poetry. 
,v e also feel a propensity to give existence 

to the ideal creations which spring fron1 

our feelings and passions ; and hence the 
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ong1n of ancient 111ythology, as 'Nell as 

of genii, fairies, and ghosts. 

Thir lviacadatn denied the existence of 

ghosts. The young men, who were also 

of his opinion, laughed at the story; and 

one night, when he was from home, they 

determined to sally forth, and explore the 

church-yard. 

They set out on their expedition; Lut 

on arriving at the wall of the church­

yard, none of them ,vould proceed far­

ther, excepting Standfast and Scourbill, 

who thinking it cowardly to retreat, 

boldly advanced, leaving their compa­
nions behind. 

They walked forward, laughing and 

talking, and at times looking fearfully 

round. A.t length, with a dreadful pause, 

they nrnde a sudden halt.-The spectre 

was fu 11 in \'iew .-'Tis it, w hisperecl Stand­

fast. Scourhill grasped his arm, stood 

tren1bling for a 111ornent, then turned 

round and scampered away. 

F 6 
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I have seen it!-I have seen it! he ex­
claimed, on reaching his companions, who 
remained on the outside of the ,vall. 
They \v ere all electrified with terror, and 
eyery one fled ,vith trembling haste. 

Standfast's fear contended with his 
courage, and he stood with his foot half 
turned round, undetermined whether to 
advance or to fly. 1-Ie had not continued 
many seconds in this uncertainty, when 
the spectre slowly stalked toward him. 
Fiight became no longer doubtful; but 

ju::i t as he was about to spring a way, his 
foot was arrested by a loud bray! 1-Iis 
fear subsided, and he walked up and 
found that the apparition was tbc tin­
kanrs ass. 

The tinkard, \Vho was a cunning fel­
lo\\' COJl tri \ cd to get his ass, for sc,·eral 
nights, into the church-yard; and in or­
der to frighten a way the pca~an ts from a 
foot-p;-i.th which led through it, he co­
vered the animal with a,, hite cloth. 
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The young n1en who had fled soon 
reached h01ne, and related a 1narvellous 
story concerning the spectre ; and when 
Standfast arriyed, they flocked ro~1nd 
him, eager to hear his adventure. They 
vehemently questioned him, each exclaim­
ing, Have you seen it? He calmly replied 
in the affirmative. And what was it like? 
they all cried. I-Ie coolly answered, to 
their great surprise, that it was the tin­
kard's ass! 

'I'he Rector, on learning the preceding 
ath-cnturc, assen1bled the young 1nen, and 
tln,s he addressed them. The origin of 
spectres may be ea5ily traced. A man, 
with a cultiYated mind, can vi,,idl.) recall 
a departed friend, an<l he can hold ideal 
converse with him; but he mistakes not 
the ideas of imagination for those of rea­
lity. Different, however, is the case with 
an ignorant and superstitious nun. In 
the obscurity of night, aud in the still­
nes of solitude, he recalls smne deceased 
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person to his remembrance; some one,. 

perhaps, ,vho was extremely wicked . . His 
mind is rouzed in to a fear1 ul kind of en­

thusiasm, which suspends sensation and 

reflection. Son1ething passes darkly be­

fore him. His disordered fancy gives it 
the mien and dress of the person whose 

image occupies his 111ind. Ile n1akes no 
farther inquiry; and thus he has seen a 
ghost! 

There are other kinds of superstition, 

against which youth should be particu­

larly Yvarnecl.-·Y ou have something to 

undertake; but you will not commence 

it upon Saturclay.-Duty calls you some­

" ·here; but you feel a presentiment of 

evil, and hence you will not go -One of 

these circumstances is a proof of weak­

ness ; the other is an evidence of that 

sensibility which is destructive of happi­
ness. }Iany may tell you, that they have 

felt a presentiment of some 111isfortune 

which really has happened ; let thern be 

• t 
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candid, and they will confess, that they 
have felt a thousand such presentiments 
,vhich never did happen. \Vhoevcr as­
pires to dignity of character, ,vhoeyer 
wishes to be happy, must rise superior to 
such weaknesses. 

Futurity belongs not to rnan; it is his 
part to act as duty requires, and, dismiss­
ing idle }ears, to leave futurity to Provi-­
dence. 
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THE EL11 TREE. 

AT the foot of the garden there was a 
stream, over which grew a large elm. 
Some of the boys had often ascended it, 
and swung upon its branches; Lut this 
practice the Rector, for se,,eral reasons, 
forbade. After the prohibition, lw\\-ever, 
false.sight cl::11ibcred up the tree, aud was 
seen by t11e Rector, who se,·ercl:· rcpri­
rnanckd him, and threatened to banish 
lrn11 f~Jr ~t certain time frum the ~:ardcn. 

' 
] Iit youth pleL!dcd \\·arm!y in his o\\·11 

f<.l,·dur, ,rncl the Rector, from his good 
prom;.ses, w~s 111duccd tu forgi, e 11im. 

rl liis c,-ent n: ppcnt>d while Standfa-.,t 
was a the Yilia6c on his last Yi ·it, and he 

h 
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was entirely ignorant both of it and of 

the general prohibition. 

Falsesight unfortunately possessed that 

disposition, which supposes that guilt, by 

sharing it, is din1inished. A persoh of 

this description, instead of correcting his 

own errors, endeavours to bring others to 
his level. 

~,\s a few of the boys were assembled 

under the tree at their an1usements, 

Falsesight said to Stan<lfast, addressing 

him, I believe I can do \Vlnt you can­

not; I can climb this tree, pass fro1n 

that branch to the other, and hang on its 

extremity. This challenge was enough 

for the noble-spirited boy ; he thre,v off 

his shoes, and instantly ascended the 

tree, but while he was passing fr0111 one 

branch to another, the Rector appeared 

in vie,v. All the young 111en fled, and 

Falsesight, anxious to elude observation, 

attempted to leap oyer the str tn, but 

falling short of his aim, he plunged into 
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the mire, and the Rector came to the 
spot, ,, bile the youth was crawling to 
the bank, like a lobster jn t11e mud. 

A fine situation, ::\iaster Falsesight, 
cried the Rector; a pretty appearance 
you n1ake ! I ad vise you to seek the 
road homeward. The you th did not re-., 
quire such an advice; for the moment he 
gained the bank he flew away, and was 
soon out of sight. :i\lr l\Iacaclarn went 
directly to Standfast, who had descended 
the elm, and after learning from him the 
whole truth, he walked away, without 
making any observation. 

The Rector, when he met his pupils, 
took no notice of the preceding eYent, 
and those who ,vere concerned in it felt 
much pleasure in the idea, that it had so 
happily ended. But after tea in the ar­
bour, he called their attention to the fol­
lowing fablt, ,vhich he related to them. 

h 
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THE TWO STAGS~ 

Two stao·s which had 10110°· fed in the 
b 

san1e fields, contracted a close acquain-

tance. It happened that one of the1n 

,vas pursued by hounds, and flying 

into the open country, it took a circui­

tous rout, and returned to the other, 

which was feeding in a wood. l\Iy friend, 

cried the hunted stag, as it approached 

the unsuspecting creature, push your 

head into this thick bush, and I shall 

shew you a curious experi111ent. The 

simple creature, without the least hesita­

tion, obeyed the request, and found itself 

completely entangled by the horns. By 

this time the dogs were distinctly heard 

a(h·ancing toward them, and the treach­

erous friend bouncled away, leaving the 
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other, as it supposed, a victim to their 
fury. But it was decei,·ed; for while it 
,vas running at full spec·d, its pursuers, 
at an opening of the wood, came sudden­
ly upon it, and seized it as their prey. 
The other, after struggling for some ti1J1e, 
di sengaged itself and escaped. 

Falsesight ,vas the first whmn the Rec­
tor required to gi,·e an opin~on respecting 
the fable; :tnd t he youth replied, That the 
stag wh~ch ,v:1s seized by the hounds act­
ed a Yery treacherous part: for inste«d 
of exposing the other to dae.ger; it should 
ha\'e warned it to fly, and both might 
have been savcd.-Your judgment is cor­
J·ect, replie<l the Rector; not such, how­
ever, is your conduct. In the pbce of 
the two stags, substitute ~,laster False­
sight and ~laster Stanclfa5t, and you will 
p<:rcf'ive a late transaction in its true light. 
The youth instantly saw the application 
of the fable ; he was hum bled, and he ac­
kno\\ ledged his offence. 

t; 
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The Rector wTote on the board: 

If you have been guilty qf an error, 
firndy determine to correct it; jor the re­
solution is worthy of a noble mind. ff 
you conceal it, you act with dissimula­
tion ; if you induce others to commit it, 
you indulge those dispositions which lead 
to treachery and vice. 



AD~lOXITIOXS. 

A GREAT and disinterested action com­

n1ancls the esteem of an enemy; but a 

deed at the ex pence of Yirtue, is regarded 

with indignation eyen by the man for 

,vbosc sake it ,vas performed. 

The sacrifices that virtue demands are 

attendeJ with present and future plea- - . 

sure · but those of Yice are ever accom-
' 

panied by repentance and misery. 

To fall into an error is a misfortune; 

to perse\'ere in it is crin1inal; but to cor­

rect it, in spite of false shan1e, is true 

lvisdorn. 

It is not enough to be ,,irtuous ; you 

n1ust also preserYe the· appearance of vir­

tue ; it is not enough to plead the purity 

0 
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of your intentions, if by your imprudence 
you give rise.to suspicion. 

To be happy yon must be virtuous; 
and to gain the esteen1 of others, you 
must first deserye it. 

,v eak peoplr, by a kind of self-delu­
sion, are gratified "ith unmerited praise; 
but men of superior minds decline it ,vith 
noble greatness, because they dee1n it 
meanness to receffe what is not their 
Jue. 

The greatest misery of humanity re­
su 1 ts from tbe evils of Yicious condnct, 
embittered by the consciousness that they 
are dese1Tcd. The greatest felicity is 
that ,d1ich a good nwn feels in couten1-
plating the , irtue and happiness which 
he diffuses around him. 

Al ways consider the consequences of 
your actions, and let ·wisdom direct.) our 
conduct. Future peace of mi.nd must he 
preferred to present gratification, and no-
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thing can be called pleasure which affects 

either your health or tranquillity. 

Be 111ore anxious to prepare respecta­

bility and happiness for n1anhood and 

age, than to procure pleasure for youth. 

1\ virtuous man may suprort misfor­

tune; but he who suffers from impru­

dence and Yice, has an enemy in his own 

bosom. 

To adhere obstinately to trifles is the 

n1ark of a ,veak understanding; but to be 

stcu.dy 111 virtuous pursuits is the charac­

ter of a great mind. 

l,J 
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·THE LABO"CRER. 

PART I. 

A LADOUHER, who resided iu the vil­
lage, one day rose early, and ,vent a­
broad to his work. The 1norning ,vas 
delightful: the sun shone upon the side 
of the mountains : the cattle were strav-

., ing o,·er the fields, while the song of the 
birds burst upon the ear. The labourer 
was happy. Ilabit had reconciled hi1n 
to his occupation; and perfectly conten­
ted with his humble station, he envied 
nei tber the "'ea! th, nor the leisure of 
his superior . Idleness to him lvould 
1un·e been painful; hi "rorth was known 
and respected by his equals, and in his 
cottage \\ as centred his whole happiness. 

()-
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,vhat 1nore cou1d he desire? ,vith his 
pickaxe over his shou Ider, he walked 
along, grateful to that Being, whoJ on 
11urnble Yirtue, confers the spirit of con­
tentment. 

,vhen n1ic1-day arri,·ec1, he quitted his 
labour, and retired to the shade of a 
tree, and there, reclining upon the grass, 
he enjoyed his homely out wholesome 
repast. I-lis arm was somewhat fatigued; 
but he thought on his cottage, and look­
ed fonvarcl to the close of day, when, in 
the joy of his children, he woulc.1 forget 
his toil. 

Toward evening, a large stone~ at the 
upper part of a quarry in w111ch he "as 
·working, gaye way : Ile saw its ap­
proach, and sprang to one side, in orc!cr 
to elude it, but he unhappily fell, and 
the stone bounding upon him, severely 
lacerated one of his legs. llis fellow 
labourers hastened to his assistance : 
they bore hin1 to the grass, and after 

\r 
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sympathising ,vith him in bis n1isfor­
tu11e, they prepared to carry hi1n home. 

llis ·wife was engaged, "-ith pleasing 
care, in 1naking ready his evening repast. 
IIis cbildren, who ,vere pursuing their 
sports before the cottage, occasionally 
directed their eyes along the road, and 
frequently said to one another,-\l'hen 
will our father return? In a short time, 
they saw· the labourers, who ,vere bear­
ing the ,vounded 1nan, slowly approach­
ing them. It is our father, they cried, 
anJ instantly quitting their diversions, 
with their dog at their head, they ran 
·with clamorous joy to meet the group. 
The poor man, as he turned his eye to­
ward the cottage, saw the young people 
running, and heard their noisy prattle; 
for such ,vas the manner in ,vhich they 
,\-ere accustomed to n1eet him. lie sigh­
ed, and fi1intly exclaimecl,-Ah ! 111y poor 
children ! \Vhen they had arrived ,vithin 
a short distance of the peasants, they 

G~ 
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stopped their course, and their prattle 

ccJsecl ; for they percei vecl that some­

thing was wrong. The group in a 

few minutes approached then1.-Thcy 

sa"· their bleeding father, and assembling 

round him, they gaYe "·ay to the bi ttcr­

est lamentations, \Veep not, my chil­

dren, said the father, in a consoling tone, 

I hope I shall soon be well. The ,, ~fr,, 

who was engaged in hou chnld affairs, 

indistinctly heard the er es ; her heart 

foreboded t\·il, and burr: ing fron1 the 

cottage she flew to\\"ards the group. 

She saw her husband, and exclaimed, 

Is be killed? The poor man spoke cc11m-

1y to her, an!l attempted to moderate the 

strength of her feelings; Lut her sorrow 

did not immediately admit of consob-~· 
tion. 

The labourer w~s laid upon a bed: a 

surgeon was ca1lcd, a11d the ,.vo1:nds 

,vere dressed. A fter the surgeon had 

finished his business, and was about to 
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depart, the wife put to him many ques­
tions dictated by anxiety and affection. 
Ile heard her with patience, and replied, 
That her husband's wounds, which were 
not dangerous, 111ight confine hi1n for a 
fortnight, or three weeks, and that in 
the 111ean tin1e it was necessary that he 
should not be disturbed by her unayail­
ing sorro,v. This favourable report of 
the poor man's situation remo\·cd her 
apprehensions for his life ; yet a distress­
ing idea, to ,d1ich she had paid no at­
tention in the violence of her grief, oc­
curred to her n1incl. The fan1ily for 
support depended solely upon his labour; 
and how could the children subsist, 
when depri \·cd of the earnings of the 
father? The idea was painful; she clasped 
the youngest child to her arms, and as 
she wept over it, she sighed, "\Vhen he 
lies low, how shall our children find 
bread? The little ones flocked round her, 
and while tl1ey stood in silence, they 



wept also wben they saw their mother's 

tears. She was affected with their jnno­

cent feelings ; she ·wiped the eye of one; 

she kissed the cheek of another ; and 

striYing to look cheerful, she said, with 

resignation,-Providence is kind. 

ScourhiU ,vitnessecl this last scene. 

In passing through the village, he heard 

of the accident, and mo\·ed by sym­

pathy, as well as by a desire of being 

serviceable, he entered the cottage. The 
family were too much absorbed jn grief 

to obsen·e his en trance, and he stood in 

silence, v1ew1ng the group, till on hear­

ing the ,voman exclairning,-Providence 

1s kind, he inYoluntarily took one of 

the children by the hand, and faintly 

articulatecl,-You shall not want. The 

,vornan turned round her head, and 

he held the you th ; her l1eart gave ·way 

to grief, and she gave birn a recital 

of the unfortullate e~;ent. I-Ie listened 

·with attention, and his syrnpatby seemed 

to yield her consolation. I-Ie then ap-

g 
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proached the bed where the man lay,, 
and kindly inquired into the accident . 

. Ah! Sir, said the labourer, ,vere the rich 

thus to feel for the poor, their lot woul<l 

not be bard. The youth, who really felt 
for the poor man, expressed himself in 
the language of condolence, and then 

left the cottage. 

lVhen Scourhill reached the Academy, 

the young gentlemen were on the play 

ground at their amusements. I-le called 

their attention; they assen1bled round 

hin1, and he related in a feeling 1nanner 

the scene ,vhich he had beheld in the 

cottage. ,vhcn his simple story was 

finished, Townly eagerly said, S0111e­

thing must be done for the family. \.,.es, 

they all repeated, something 111u::,t be done 

for the unfortunate fa mil v. Their best feel-., 
ings were rouzcd ; every one spoke hi8 
sentiments, and a p1an for the relief of the 

cottagers was soon concerted. It was re­

soh·ecl, that each shoul<l contril.,utc a por-

G ::Ii 
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tion of his pocket-money, as a common 
fund. It was at the same time agreed that 
Townly and Scourhill should next day 
repair to tbe Yillage, in on1er to give 
effect to their bene,·olen t purpose. This 
affair was \\-holly concealed from the 
Rector. 

Scourhill and Townly, next clay, went 
to the:! ,·il1agc to cx<:'cutc their commis­
~1011. On their entrance into the cot­
tage, the labourer ancl 1Ji-, \\·ife were en­
gaged 111 conversation respecting the 
means of procuring bread during his 
confinement. Tl1cy both felt that laud­
able spirit of independence which springs 
from honest industry, and were grieved 
to think, that tbey might perhaps be 
obliged to apply for relief to those who 
,,·ould be indifferent to t11eir distrc~s. 
The husband ,,·as resting in l1i5 arm 
chair, his leg lay supported on a stool; 
tl1e wife ,vas sitting opposite to him; 
their couutcnanccs exhibited marks of 

., ,. 
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111elancholy thought. Their oldest daugh­
ter ,vas preparing their frugal supper: 
two of the children were sitting upon 
the floor, amusing themscl ves at their 
di versions. .l\. small casement, ,vhich 
looked into the garden, ,vas thrown 
open, and admitted the fragrance of tbe 
honeysuckle, which grew against the 
,nlll. 

The two young gentlemen accosted 
them in an obliging manner; and after 
they had taken seats, to which they were 
inYitcd, they 1nentioned in delicate terms 
the ol~ject of their visit. T'he cottagers 
thank.eel the generous youths for their 
beneYolent intentions; but they could 
not be pre,·ailecl upon to accept the 
benefaction, unknown to the Rector 
and their friends. If you refuse onr 

V 

a~si:,tance, aid Town} y, you \\~ill 1nor-
ti(y all the young men in the Academy. 
Our friends, said Scourhill, in a persua-. 
sn-c manner, allo,v us pocket-money, 
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and they particularly request us, after 

supplying ourselves ,vith every thino' • b 

necessary for our learning or amuse-

1nents, to expend it in rclieYing the un­

fortunate. Such also js the advice of 

the Rector; and lvhen he shall hear of 

your distress, our conduct will 1neet 
,: 

,vith his "rarmest approbation. After 

some n1ore conversatio11, the scruples of 

the honest couple ,vere overcome, and 

Townly, ·with delicacy, put the 1noney 

into the woman's hand, ,vhile Scourhill 

gaYe some apples to the children who 

,vere sitting upon the floor. ,vhat an 

jnteresting, but n1ute scene ensued ! The 

labourer in silence clasped his hands, 

and directed bis eye upward ; his ,vife, 

as she looked upon the money which lay 

in her hand, burst into tears; while the 

children, with eager smiles, eyed the 

fruit, which they ,verc rolling upon the 

:floor. The young gen tlcn1en cast their 

eyes around then1; the) looked at each 
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other, and as they felt the en1otion 
,vhich arises fro111 a beneficent action, 
they withdrew fron1 this scene of con­
tentment. On their return to the Aca­
demy, they communicated the particu­
lars of their visit to their companions, 
,vho ·were anxiously waiting their arriyal. 

The custom of allowing boys pockct-
1noney, deserves the serious attention of 
parents. The sentiments of the Rector 
upon this subject are fully explained in 
a letter which he ,vrote to a gentleman 
who had a son at the Academy .. 

"At stated periods you allo,v youl' 
son a certain sum, ,vhich is called 
pocket-111011ey. Thr practice, considered 
in itself, I neither praise nor condemn; 
h.Y its effects only can we judge of its 
propriety. You ask my advice; I can­
not peak decidedly, for general rules in 
education are often no less dangerous 
than absurd. 'You give your son money : 

c:G 
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jf he treasures it up with avaricious care, 

he ,vill become a 111iser, and to his love 

of ,veal th will be sacrificed e\·ery ge-

11erous principle. If he is thoughtlessly 

profuse, he will become a prodigal, and 

in after life he will squander away his 

fortune, equally ,vithout dignity and 

"~ithout enjoyment. Every principle, 

e\·en the most amiable, in youth, 111ust 

be n1odcrated and enlightened. 

·You propose that your son shall note 

down in a book, for your inspection, 

e\·ery article of expence; anc.l the fear 

of your displeasure, you imagine, will 

be a sufficient check to his improper 

expcndi ture. Your intentions are good; 

but your hopes, I a111 afraid, will meet 

\Yith disappointment. If he should be 

tempted to expend his money in a man­

ner \\ hich he knows to be contrary to 

your ,vishes, rather than incur your dis­

pleasure he will probably impose on you; 

and hy placing his expences under false 
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names, he 111ay gain your approbation, at 

the very 111oment that he is decci\·ing 

you. But admit that your son no less 

respects truth, than he does you ; even 

jn this case, it 111ust be acknowledged, 

that the habit of noting down every 

n1inute article of cxpence, however ne­

cessary it n1ay be to a n1an in business, 

can certainly bave no other effect on the 

young, th:111 to inspire the111 with sordid 

an<l selfish dispositions.-N or do I ap­
prove of the 1nanner in ,vhich your son 

recei,·cs his allowance. If he can com­

:mand the 111oney at stated periods, in­

stead of deeming it a favour, he ,,·ill 

soon receive it without a sense of grati­
tude or of obligation. 

This is my advice, ·which I submit to 

your judgmcnt.-Let the 111oney be given 

him, not at stated periods, but occasiou­
all y, and thus he ,vill at once ackno,v­
ledge your goodness, and feel a sense of 

his own dependence. "\Vhile the sun1 is 
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sufficient to gratify eyery innocent "rant 
consistent ,vith his station, it should not 
be so much as to create unnecessary or 
pernicious desires. Restrain the desires 
in youth, and you lay the foundation of 
future contentment and happiness. Per­
mit him to spend the 1noney according 
to his own discretion; but w bile yon 
grant hin1 this indulgence, you n1ust be 
,vell persuaded that your bounty doe ... 
not affect either his health or n1orals 
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TI-IE LABOURER. 

PART II. 

STANDFAST was appointed by the young 
gentlen1en of the Academy to ·wait upon 

the cottagers, and pleased with this c01n­

n1ission, he repaired to the village. The 
cottage, ,vhich a short time before present­
ed a scene of deep distress, now exhibit­
ed the pleasing picture of contentment. 
The husband ,vas sitting reading in his 
chair; the ,vife was 111ending stockings, 
at the san1e ti1ne that one of the children 
had its head resting on her lap ; while 
the oldest daughter, ,vho "'as engaged in 
the household affairs, sang one of those 
simple Scottish airs which so powerfully 

touch the heart. A cheerful smile of gra­
titude ,velco111ed the youth; he took a 
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scat among them, and kindly inquired 
for the invalid.-I-Ieaven re,varcl your 
goodness, said the honest man ; your as­
sistance was very seasonable ; I shall 
soon be well, and then I shall get abroad 
to my labour. The cottage had an air of 
order and cleanliness ; every conn tenance 
wore a srni le ; and the virtuous couple, 
·with 111odest ,varrnth, expressed their 
thanks. The youth, ,vho rejoiced in the 
happiness of the fan1ily, after remaining 
for a short time in conversation, left the 
cottage on his return to the Academy. 

Lead you th to such scenes as these, 
for they are ca1culated to cherish those 
virtuous feelings ,vhich form the basis of 
future respectability and usefulness. But 
guard them from that sensibility which, 
while it turns ,vi th indifference fro1n the 
real n1isfortunes of life, weeps over ficti­
tious distress it never can relieve. Can 
there be an emotion more delightful than 
that which springs fron1 the Yiew of a 
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virtuous family, ·whose tears are turned 

into s1niles; and at how sn1all an expence 

1night the rich purchase such a gratifica­

tion? But they ha Ye yet to learn the true 

nature of happiness. ,vbat is the insipid 
Yanity of pJ.rade, or the noisy n1irth of 

dissipation, to the calm enjoyments of be­

neYolence? 

Standfast, on his ·,vay home, observed 

a quantjty of 1nire upon a gate, ·which 

had been ne,vly painted; and struck vvith 

such an instance of malicious wantonness, 

he stopped to observe it 111ore closely. 

Ile had not stood many minutes, when 

the painter, ,vho had forgot some of his 

materials, returned, and seeing the disas­

ter, seized the youth, suspecting hin1 to 

be the offender, and spoke to hin1 in re­

proachful language. Standfast resented 

such rude conduct with becoming re­

serve, and without deigning to answer 

the questions ,,·hich were put to him, he 

simply gaye bis name, and a<ldcd that he 

belonged to the Academy. 
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The painter quitted the youth, and 
,vithout mentioning his intentions, he 
hastened to the Academy, to 111ake his 
complaint to the Rector. 

l\lr l\facadain immediately summoned 
the young men into the school-room, and 
after they had assembled, he inquired 
with much earnestness for Standfast; the 
youth was not present, and no answer 
,vas returned. The Rector seemed to be 
111uch affected, and though his pupils 
knew not the cause of bis agitation, they 
concluded that it was something relative 
to their compauion, ,vhom they had sent 
,vith the most beneYolent intentions to 
the village. 

Standfast soon arriyed, and not finding 
the boys on the play-ground, he hastily 
entered the school-room. The silence of 
his companions; the looks of the Rector; 
in fi ue, every thing seemed ominous, and 
the youth, blushing deeply, appeared quite 
e1nbarrassed. Young man, said the Rector 
to him, ,vith calm solemnity, your guilty 

h 

Ii 

h 

C 

nt 
tr 

It 



THE .ACADE:?,IY. 163 

appearance seems to verify the complaint 

,vhich I have just now recei\-ed. \"indi­

cate your conduct, and yon will do a ser­

vice no less pleasing to my feelings, than 

necessary to your own character. The 

youth ,vas so completely confused that 

he could make no reply; and the idea 

that the Rector could for an instant con­

ceive hin1 capable of a base action, over­

,vhelmecl him with sorrow. 

Gentlemen, said the Rector, addressing 

his pupils, after ,vaiting for some ti1ne in 

vain for Stctndfast's answer, this is one of 

the most painful 111on1en ts of my life. Errors 

which in a generous mind spring from im­

prudence or passion, I can pardon; but I 
cannot regard with indulgence those ac­
tions that originate from mean ,vanton­

ness, or base malignity; because it is ex­

tremely difficult to correct the principles 

from ,vhich they arise. Such actions may 

occur in a large town; but I have seldo1n 

known them in the country. The higher 

and lower ranks in a large city rese1nble 
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each other in the extent, though perhaps 
not in the nature of their virtues and vices. 

They who know not the true use of riches, 

instead of pursuing those objects which 
constitute happiness, sacrifice their wealth 
to thejr vanity; and while their ostentation 

is a reproach to the po Yerty of the poor 
n1a11, it inspires him, if his heart is not 
guarded by virtue, with e1n·y and malig­
nity. But such is not the case in the 
country, where the 1andho1cler, ·who acts 
agreeably to his character, is beloved ; 
and the peasantry, while they esteem his 

virtues, respect every thing that belongs 
to him. 

11 r l\facaclan1 then proceeded to ques­
tion Standfast. The youth did not con­

ceive himself at liberty, ,vithout the con­
sent of his companions, to disclose the 
object of his visit to the village; and with 
regard to the gate, he could in gencr~l 
terms on1v declare his innocence. I-Ie . 
spoke ho,vever ,:v ith hesitation; his man-
ner was extremely embarrassed; and the 
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Rector, though reluctant to harbour 
sentiments unfavourab]e to his character, 

,vas forced to entertain strong suspicions 
of his guilt. 

A person, said the Rector, ,vho ·wanton­

ly injures another, acts fron1 the basest 1110-
tives. I an1 induced to believe that l\Iaster 

Standfast has been guilty of an action 
·which reflects on hin1 the highest dis­

grace; and as I believed him to be a boy 
incapable of a mean or cowardly action, 
you may conceive the pain that I no,v 

feel. The offence which he has c0111mit­
tecl is this.-On his way just now to the 
Academy, he took up a hanclf ul of mud, 

and threw it against a newly painted 
gate. I can completely rely on the ve­
racity of the man from \vhmn I have 1ny 
information.-This is the proof of his 
guilt. The painter quitted tbe gate for 

a few minutes only, a11d on his return 
he found Standfast ca1n1ly sur;,·eying 
the 1nischief he had done. There ,vas 
no other boy in Yie,v; and when the 
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n1an spoke to the youth, he started as 

,vell as blushed, and refusing to gi,·e any 

explanation of the affair, he treated the 

,vorkman with disdain. Do not these 

circu1ns tances, taken collectively, produce 

the conviction of his guilt.? Here the 

Rector paused. 

Standfast felt the dignity of rectitude; 

he eleYated his head with modest assu­

rance, and walked up to the Rector.­

Sir, said he, ,vhile his eye beamed respect 

and innocence, Do you suppose me capa­

ble of such an action? Do my compa­

nions suppose me capable of such an ac­

tion ?-A profound silence, for a few mi­

nutes, ensued.-1\Iaster Standfast, said the 
Rector, in a grave tone, but with ·wann 

affection, your manner is not that of guilt. 
.A.fter saying this, he paced the school­

roo1n for se\·eral minutes, and then sud­

denly stopping, he again said, addressing 

the youth with an air of kindness, blend­

ed with severity, Retire to your ro01n for 

the evening ; to-111orrow will establish 
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your guilt or innocence. The young 
n1en ,vere dis111issed, and Townly whis­
pered Standfast in passing, \Vhat shall be 
done ?--llastcn to the village, was the 
answer; I am innocent. 

The boys, as soon as they gained the 
play-ground, entered into conycrsation. 
The affair, which seen1ed to be invoked 
in mystery, excited their surprise, and 
their conjectures respecting it were vari­
ous; but what chiefly called their atten­
tion, was the expression of Standfast, 
-IIasten to the ,·illage; I am innocent. 
The precise n1caning of the sentence they 
did not clearly understand; but False­
sight supposed that some of the boys in 
the village ha<l done the injury, and that 
coul<l they be discovered, the disgrace of 
Standfast would be rc1~10,·cd. The young 
men thought the supposition extrernc!y 
probable; and they immediately appoint­
ed Falscsight and Traclewell to proceed 
to the village, for the purpose of gaining­
infonnation respecting this business. 
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The t\\To, on their en trance ·into tbe 

village, sa,v a number of boys at play, 

whmn they soon joined. Falscsight, af­

ter remaining with them for a sbort time, 

"\\Tent up to the boy whom he deemed the 

1nost likely to have cornrnitttcl the of­

fence, and carelessly inquired whether 

he had seen a large tree fallen across the 

road beside the newly painted gate. Tbe 

boy hastily replied, that he had not 

seen it, and that he had passed that way 

not above t,ro hours ago. This ans,, er 

gave much :,atisfaction to F~1.lsesigl1t, who 

immediately inquired whether he had 

seen the gate which had been painted. 

The boy, in a hesitating manner, replied 

~11 the affirn1ati,·e. The youth next as-., 

suming an air of indifference, asked hi111 

,vhether the gentleman to who1n it be­

longed had ever clone him any harm. 

Ile is very much disliked by the people 

of the village, replied tbe boy, because he is 

haughty, and an enemy to the poor. Then, 

·whispered the youth, since he is a man of 

C 

s: 
r-
11 

I, 



'l'HE ACADEMY. 169 

such a character, \Voulcl it not afford a 
little sport to daub the gate over with 
mire. That is done already, answered the 
little rustic, shaking his head. You are 
the very boy ,ve are in search of, cried 
the young n1en, ,vho ,vere oveijoyed in 
discovering the real offender. You must 
come with me to the Academy, said False­
sight eagerly; if you refuse, the gentle-
111an shall be informed of your conduct, 
and you know the consequence. If you 
con1e cheerfully, the boys will load you 
,vith presents, and the Rector will be so 
happy, tliat he will stand your frieud. The 
you th seized the boy by the arm, and 
partly by force, and partly by persuasion, 
bore him away to the Academy. There 
,vcre two concerned in the offence; 
Tradewell was left to find the other one? 
and to follow without delay. 

The boys, ,vho were assembled on the 
green, saw their companion an<l the vil­
lage boy approaching, and ceased fro1n 

H 
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their amusement. Falsesight, when hear• 

riYecl within a short distance, wa,·ed his 

hand in triumph; the young men raised 

a sbout of joy; and the whole soon met, 

forming a joyful group. The pleasi11g 

intelligence ,vas quickly communicated 

to the smiling circle, and every one en• 

treated the rustic to tell the truth, ,vith 

firmness and without fear. 

The Rector, who saw the meeting, de• 

cended fro1n his room ; and conjecturing 

that sonwthing of a satit,factory nature 

respecting Stanclfi1st's business had oc­

<.:urred, proceeded to join the party. Ilis 

approach was beheld with pleasure; every 

countenance with a smile was directed to­

,vanls him; and he soon stood in the 

111idst of his pupils. I-le listened to }'a1se­

sio·ht · he con1mende<l them all for the 
t:> ' 

jnterest which they took in the character 

of their companion ; and then desired the 

Yillage boy to relate e,·ery circumstance 

of the affair. 
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\-esttrday, said the boy, I was feeding 
1ny mother's cow by the road side; she 
went into the a,·cnue near the painted 
gate. The gentleman passed me ; he 
stopped his carriage, and in great anger 
ordered 111e to drive her away. I thought 
she was not doing harm, and I was not 
in a hurry. A servant in a short time 
came, and drove her away with a large 
stick. To-day I passed the gate; I did 
not intend any ill; but I thought on the 
poor cow. l\Iy heart ,vas in a flutter; I 
took up a handful of mire and dashed it 
upon the paint. There was another boy. 
,vith 1ne.-,ve saw one of the young gen­
tlemen of the Academy coming, and we 
crept through a hedge, and got home , 
,vi thou t being seen. 

The other Ii ttle rustic, who was accon1-
panied by Tradewcll, arrived, and con­
firmed this simple story. The Rector dis-
111issed the two village boys ,vith a suit-

. able ad ,·ice. 
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A message was instantly sent to bring 
the prisoner, who was ignorant of his 
good fortune, to the play-grouud. "\Vlien 
he appeared, the Rector hastened a few 
steps forward to meet him, and taking 
him affectionately by tl1e hand, said in 
the tone of friendship,-1\Iaster Standfast, 
ynu are 1nnocen t ; your character, fr01n 
this monientary disgrace, rises higher in 
111y esteem, and I am sorry that for a rno-
111ent I should have suspected you capa­
ble of a n1ean action. The youth was 
overcome by his feelings; but after a 
short time he reco\'ered composure, and 
then replied with a n1odest air,-Sir, I an1 
par6cu1arly happy to be restored to your 
fa,·ourable opinion. Gentlemen, said the 
Rector, fron1 this circumstance learn, 
that innocence, however it may be ob­
s.cured, will ultimately rise above every 
opposing obstacle, and be acknowledged 
and respected. 

1\1 r l\lacadam afterwards requested the 
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you th to explain the moti ,-es of his con­
duct at the gate, and the object of his vi­
sit to the village. I started, and appear­
ed confused, replied the youth, because 
the nrnn came suddenly upon 111e, and I 
refused to answer his questions, because 
his behaviour was rude. Here Standfast 
stopped, and seemed to hesitate whether 
to proceed, when To-wnly advanced, and 
gaye a full account of the cottage a(h·en­
tnre. The Rector was delighted with 
their conduct; he was about to address 
them, but his emotions powerfully affect­
ed him.-IIe attempted to speak.-lie 
paused.-Gen tlemeu, said he, I am proud 
of such pupils.-lie waYed his hand, 
turned round, and departed. 

XeAt day he gaye out tbe following 
adrnoni tions, and in the eYeni ng he re­
lated the story of the Old 1Ian and his 
I-Iorse. 
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ADMONITIONS. 

THE poor have the strongest claims upon 

the compassion of the rich. If you de­

rive your ,vealth from your ancestors, be 

grateful to Heaven, and know, that the 

best proof of gratitude is compassion to 

the poor. If you have acquired wealth 

by industry, you owe much to society, 
' and t_he best mode of discharging the 

obligation is by raising the poor frorn 

wretchedness. 

Charity is the first law· of humanity; 

but the exercise of it demands discretion. 

The 111ere act of giving money cannot al­

ways be termed charity. vVhile the ai1n 

of charity is to relieve dis tress, it is par­

ticularly careful not to encourage 1dleness 

;md vice. 
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Impress upon the lower ranks senti-­
n1ents hostile to 111endicity, and inspire 
therr1 ,vith the love of that independence 
which springs fron1 industry. This both 
sound policy and morality enjoin. 

The great object then of charity, is to 
furnish the Io,ver ranks with the means 
of calling forth their industry, in, order 
to supply their ovvn wants. But there 
are nrnny who cannot labour, and who 
n1ust be relieved; e,-en in this case, the 
application of charity requires prudence. 

The indolent exertion of benevolence 
is often pernicious. Charity is active; it 
jnquires into the situation of those whom 
it intends to relieve, and accon1n1o<lates 
itself to their wants. 
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THE OLD MAN AND HIS HORSE. 

I WAS one day seated upon a bank, en­
joying the view of a beautiful landscape, 
in the company of a young lady whon1 

I shall nan1e Amelia. The con\'Crsation 

in which we \vere engaged ,vas inter­

rupted by the approach of a man lead­
ing a horse : their pace was slo\\T, and 
,vhen they drew nearer, we plainly per­
ceived that age had robbed them of the 
vigour of better days. The old man, 
"rhose countenance exhibited the deep­
est so1To,v, walked before the horse, 
holding the halter by the end. ,rhen 
almost opposite to us, he turned round, 
and surveying the emaciated old animal 
,vith a melancholy eye, he 1nournfull.r 
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articulated : Wo is my l_ot !-we must 
now part :-twenty years hast thou been 
n1y faithful friend :-thou hast been my 
111eat and drink ; an<l <lid I ever neglect 
thee? Did I ever eat n1y morsel when 
thou wert hungry? But now we must 
part !-Ha\'ing thus concluded, he clre,v 
his hand across his eyes, and ,vas pro­
ceeding in his journey, when Amelia 
cried,-\Vhat affects you good old n1an ? 
he did not seem to hear her.-\\l e arose 
and went to him. '-Vith the most com­
p1acent sweetness she began,-Good 111a11, 
you sec1n not to be happy. He raised 
on us a sorrowful eye, shaked his head, 
and was silent. This 1nute language 
spoke forcibly to our hearts. The sor­
row that darkened his aged visage, re­
flected a shade on ours. l\,1y dear Sir, 
continued she, You appear in distress; 
pardon us, if ,ve inquire the cause of it, 
not from motives of curiosity, but from 
a sincere desire to befriend you. He 
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smiled 111 grief, and sighed, as much as 

to s:1y, I thank you for your kind jntcn-
~ ~ . 

tions, but they are unavailing. Ah ! 

n1y trusty old horse, he cried, laying his 

hand on its mane, Thou and I must 

no\v part. 11any a step lun·e we trudg­

ed together, and I expected that we 

never should be separated till one of us 

,vas no more. 

\Ye dre,v hin1 in to conversation, and 

he gave us to understand, that he li\·ed 

in an adjacent village, and depended 

for his n1ain tenance upon the horse, 

w·hich he employed in carrying the pro­

duce of the villagers to n1arket: about 

six ,veeks previous to this period, he 

sprained hi5 ankle, by ,vhich accident 

he was con fined to his cottage, and con­

sequently being incapable of pursuing 

his usual employment, he fell in arrears 

for a piece of land which he rented for 

the support of his favourite animal. The 

rent was demanded. 1-Ie had no 111onc,· . ., 
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-,Vhat could I do, said he, but part ,vith 
n1y horse? And I a111 now on my way 
to sell hi111 at the to,vn. He 111ust now 
go to another master; and it grieYes n1e 
to think that he may be neglected in 
bis old age. Amelia cast npou n1e a 
look that expressed ,vhat followed in a 
,vhisper :-Can we help him ?-Pe1baps 
we can, I replied; and at the same t1n1e 
turning round, said to the old man, 
,rhat price do you set upon your horse? 
Indeed, Sir, it cannot be very high.-­
So, I suppose, for be appears tu be almost 
unlit for sen·ice. \Vhat do you c~pect 
for hi1n? i\ bout a guinea ,vas his reply. 
-Amelia instantly put her hand into 
her pocket, and brought up a tew shil­
lint;s. · :\h ! too· little, f,ighed she o\·er 
them, as they lay in her band ; I added 
a seven shil1ings pie('e, which was all I 
had about me. ~he counted the sum.­
Still too little. I mused a short while. 
But what. is your deut? said I to him. 
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Fourteen shillings he replied. Fourteen 

shillings! repeated Ameha, there they 

are, pre~euting the sum to him; keep 

yo1u horse, go him1e and be happy. 

I-le retreJ.te<l a step back ,.v,ud, and i:e­

fused the rnnney. \Ve \Vere not a little 

surprised, and asked him the re,,soh of 

1H~ refusal. It proceeded froin r, vti ves 

of delicacy. On learning this circum­

stance, she, with a winning earuestness, 

pressed hun to accept the sum. The 

greatest n1erit of a gift consists in _ the 

n1ocle of _conferring it. 1-Ier nrnnner 

,vas ingenious.-1Iy dear old man, said 

she, yon are unfortunate. \Ve al­

\vays deri,·e a real pleasure in relieving 

the unfortunate. Now, if you refuse 

this sum, you deny us that pleasure; 

hence by receiving it, you n1ake us your 

debtors.-! repressed a smile that arose 

at the insinuating warmth with ,vhich 

this logical argument was urged. His 

scruples \Vere nearly overcon1e. But if 
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I take the money, he still objected, You 

111ay c01ne to want some wherewith to 

buy what n1ay be needful to you. As 

for nJe, said A.1nelia with an air of spright­

ly ease, the consequence perhaps may be, 

that I shall wear this cap longer than o­

thenvise I should have done, or n1y next 

111ay want some superfluous piece of orna­

n1ent: but what is that in conJparison to 

the pleasure which I now feel? She de­

licately thrust the 1noney in to his hand. 

A.n in,,oluntary tear bore wituess to his 

gratitude and JOy.-I will now lead thee 

h01ne, said he, as he turned about his 

hor~e to lea Ye us. I ~e~ Provi<lcncc:_ wl 
ne,·er dese1~ the poor honest nrn.u.-\Ve 

resumed our seat, and contemplated the 

scene that lay before us. The bill and the 

plain displayed numberless beauties to 

our sight; but the most delightful ob­

jects in the whole ~cene were the old 

n1an and his hor~c, wnH.hng slowly along 

the road. 



181 'THE ACADEMY. 

At this period the Autumn vacation ap­

proached, when the young gentlen1en 

,vere to quit the Academy, in order to 

spend a few weeks with the1r friends. 

The Rector assembled them, on the day 

previous to their <leparture, and spul<e 

to then1, for a considerable time, in the 

pathetic but mild language of kindness. 

liis address, which 1s too long for in­

sertion, he thus coucluded : They who 

have been 111y pupils, have the strong­

est claims on niy friendship, and to hear 

of your future happiness ,:vill al ways af­

ford me the n1ost sincere gratification. 

We 111ust 110,:v for a short time part ; I 

bid you fare\vell; and I shalt be happy 

soon to meet ,vi th you, in order to re­

sunie our studies. 

FINIS. 
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The late Rev. DUGALD STEWART ,vrLLL\.MSON, minister of 
Tonglantl, wrote on a copy of '' The Young Man's Counsellor" 
a note as to the tleath of Dr ·w ALTER NICHOL, teacher of 
mathematics, Edinburgh, one of hia old masters, in which 
he says:--" Mr. Nichol was a teacher in Heriot's Hospital 
at the same time with Mr. l\Iackenzie, the author of 
the following excellent little treatise. He was a most 
sincere admirer of every kind of genius, however dis­
~imilar to his own. I have often heard him speak of Mr. 
i\Iackenzie ·with great affection and respect; and if I recollect 
aright, it was he who once showed me a poem written by 
that gentleman on a Robin Redbreast, with great deli­
cacy and tenderness, both of language and sentiment. 
'rhere were many anecdotes current about Mr. Mackenzie, 
among his contemporaries in the Hospital when I first went 
to college, all illustrative of a character singularly contempla­
tive, retiring, delicate, and pure. They all seemed to regard 
hin1 as a man of whom they had seen too little, and would 
have welcomed his re-appearance amongst them with infinite 
delight." 

l\Ir. l\Iackenzie wrote many other books (two of them in 
verse), besides articles in the magazines of the day. He was 
10 years writing master in Heriot's Hospital, and on his 
leaving that institution, he established a school of bis own in 
Edinbuq;h. He wa3 a native of Kirkcudbright, and was 
educated at Kirkcudbright Academy, under Dr Cririe, after­
wards of the High School, Edinburgh. He was the finest 
penman of his day in Edinburgh, and was employed to write 
the Addresses to the Throne, and the Burgess Tickets presented 
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to eminent men. George III. told an Edinburgh gentleman 
that the most beautiful addresses which he received came 
from that city. ·when a lad. he saw an advertisement in a 
newspaper wanting a writing master for the Ayr Academy, 
about to be established. He sent to the directors a specimen 
of his penmanship, and some certificates, and was P.t once 
appointed. Having filled the i:ituation for some years, teaching 
satisfactorily his department in the Academy, and privately 
in some of the best families in the town and neighbourhood, 
he gave up his appointment and started for Edinburgh with 
the view of studying for the Church, teaching part of the 
day. A writing master was wanted for Heriot's Hospital. 
He applied for the situation, and after a competitive trial he 
gained the appointment. l\Ir. Paton, father of the famous 
Miss Paton, was a competitor. 1\-Ir. M'Kenzie used to tell 
that l\Ir. P., in the room where the candidates met, was 
sporting the ideas of "The Friends of the People," then in 
great favo~r with certain folks, but certainly not with the 
persons having the direction of Heriot's Hospital and property. 
He went so far with his studies for the Church as to deliver one 
_or two discourses in the Divinity Hall. He found his success 
as a writing mn,ster in the school and by private teaching, so 
great that he gave up his intention of qualifying as a proba­
tioner of the Church, but instead, took some of the surgical 
and medical classes. He publishecl several sets of copy lines, 
the words {his own) as well as the penmanship being admirable. 
He was offered a co-partnery by l\Ir. Butterworth. ·when 
getting the drafts of the Addresses and Burgess Tickets, he 
sometimes suggested alterations, which the officials consid­
ered beyond his province. However, they found that he was 
something more than an extending clerk, and often adoptecl 
his suggestions. Having made a competency-for his wants 
were few and simple-he, owing to bad health, to the 
great regret of his employers, at the comparatively early age 
of 45, retired to Kirkcudbright. He spent several years in 
Castle-Douglas, where lie contributed frequently to the 
little periodical called the Castle-Douglas il:liscellany; and 
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while there wrote "Notes on Education," "Notes on 
Philosophy," "Literary Varieties," and "The Rustic Bower." 
On his return from Castle-Douglas to his native place, 
he wrote and published "The Friend of Youth " and 
" The Young l\Ian's Counsellor ;" and to within a few weeks 
of his death he contributed articles to Hogg's Inst1·u.ctor. 
He left a book in manuscript, which has not yet been pub­
lished. He admired many of the principles of the Society of 
Friends, but was a firm believer in John Knox as a religious 
reformer, and entitled to the gratitude of posterity. His 
own faith was simple and liberal, but he feared the 
increasing power of Popery. He died at Kirkcuclbright, 
(in the house of the family of his deceased eldest brother-he 
never was married) on 18th October, 1852, in the eightieth 
year of his age. 

Of his last little book, the London Critic spoke as follows : 
'' The Young J\Ian's Counsellor is a series of extremely 
sensible hints to young men for the guidance of their conduct 
in that most difficult and most dangerous period of their . 
lives, when they first emerge from the restraint of childhoocl, 
and are thrown upon themselves to flourish or fall, according 
to the power of self-restraint and self-sacrifice, and the 
amount of industry and integrity which they will exercise. 
These teachings of experience will much assist their endeav­
ours by showing them what they should do or refrain from 
doing." 

lv1r 1\1 1Diarmid, reviewing Mr 1\fackenzie's " Outlines of 
Education ; or Remarks on the Development of 1\Iind and 
improvement of Jvianners," wrote n.s follows in the Dumfries 
Courier of 111th February, 1825 : "If we mny be allowed to 
express wlrn.t we really feel, the author of the above interest­
ing little volume deserves the thanks of every man who 
regarus education as a national good, which in proportion as 
it is well or ill regulated-diffused or withheld-tranquillizes 
ancl adorns, or disturbs and disfigures the face of society. 
The love of fame ancl the hope of reward, those powerful 
stimuhnts to literary exertion, appear to have had littlu 
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influence with him ; witn"ss the hackneyed topic he has 
chosen, the unpretending form of his literary labours, antl 
above all, the moderate price at which they are offered to 
parents aurl teachers. We say parents and teachers, for to 
these truly influentia,1 classes the author's reasonings are 
chiefly addressed, though it is but; just to mention at the 
same time that his style is as pure as his matter is import­
ant. In brevity and clearness his composition is not often 
surpassed, and though his fancy is held pratty strictly under 
rein, here and there an illustration escapes, which evinces a 
mind familiar with the elegant embellishments of poesy. 
After a quarter of a century spent as a pLlblic instructor of 
youth, during which, a3 he tells us in his preface, he taught 
all ranks, from the son of the peer to the son of the pea'Sant, 
1.Hr l\Iackenzie recurs to the serious business of his youth, 
and patiently digesting the whole mass of his valuable 
experience, presents it to the public in a form so saccinct, 
and free from ostentation, as must ensure the respect of 
every candid and philanthropic mind. Antl how can a man 
be more usefully P-mployed? Every theorist has not the 
lights of experience to guide him, every teacher is not a 
savant, and while we hear so much of other kinds of philo­
sophy it would be well if the public were generally aware 
that there is such a thing as the philosophy of eclucatim1. 
That there is such a thing Locke and Hamilton proved long 
ago, and did the fact stand in :need of further confirmation, 
we could not, we believe, do better than refer to the motlest 
volume now before us. l\Iost sincerely, therefore, do we 
wish l\Ir l\Iackenzie all the success he seem<i to covet-namely, 
that from the nursery to the class-room his writings may 
prove useful in extending the knowledge of those principles 
which form the basis of public morality, and which ha.Yo 
macle Britain prosperous, happy, and free beyond all tho 
battles she has fought and won." 

l\Ir M'Diarmid, on his annual tour thr.:mgh Galloway, thus 
wrote in the Dwnjries Cou1·ia· of July ls t, 1835 : " .And next 
we have Mr l\Iackcnzio, who disting1.1ishecl himself as a 
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teacher in early life, and to whom simple competence, the 
re·;vard of industry, prudence, and frugality, is dearer than 
the title and fortune of a duke. Professionally a pen­
man, his penmanship is most beautiful; but as this may 
appear an equivocal compliment, we have pleasure in adding 
tha'v his early publications, poetical, fictitious, educational, 
and moral, were so decidedly popular, that some of them ran 
through more than one edition, His t:1ste is remarkably pure, 
if not fastidious ; and though we have sometimes thought 
him over sentimental, we are well aware that every thought 
and feeling are native with him, and originate in those retiring 
and latent sympathies which the common herd of mankind 
neither appreciate nor feel. Converse with nature, as exhib­
ited externally or reflected in books, is to him the highest 
of all enjoyments, and our wish is that he may be long spared 
to participate in those pleasures, which are a thousand times 
clearer and purer than those bustling and exciting employ­
ments which bring the actor prominently hefore the giddy 
multitude and the garish eye of day." 

The Rev. Robert Bryden, Free Church mi.nister of Dun­
score, formerly E. C., an old pupil of l\Ir 1\Iackenzie, ancl the 
son of the lady with whom he lodged in Edinburgh for 
upwards of twenty years, wrote a notice of l\Ir l\Iackenzie in 
the Dumfries Standard after his death, in September, 1852. 
'' He was (he said) a great lover of youth, and special favourite 
with all Lis pup:ls, many of whom :1re still alive, and, like 
the writer of this, retain a pleasing remembrance of the kind 
and paternal sort of interest he took in them, and the sound 
and judicious ccunsels they received from him. His sympa­
thiet follo,ved them into after life, and he always retained a 
warm friendship for them, being greatly delighted to hear of 
their wellcloing, and truly grieved when any of them went 
astray. l\Ir l\Iackenzie, indeed, was a man of such a truly 
amiable nature, and of such a benevolent heart, that he loved 
e,erybody, and was himself universally esteemed, and had no 
enemies. He was very single-minded, and disposed to think 
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well of all men, and coulcl not be better described than in the 
words which Pope applies to Gay-

' Of manners gentle, of affections mild; 
In wit a man, simplicity a child.' 

He was a man of the finest Rensibilities, and of the most 
delicate honour, and a true gentleman both in his manners 
and his feelings. He was very retiring, however, and a little 
pecu1iar, though by no means unsocial, in his habits. He 
had a most engaging way with youth, and always addressed 
them in the Quaker style, using the pronouns thou and thee. 
He was very simple in his mode of living-indeed, a practical 
teetotaller long before the temperance movement was heard 
of. His wants were few, his mind contented; and as soon as 
he had acquired a small competency, he retired from public 
life, to enjoy literary leisure in the country. Indeed, he just 
mixed too little with the world to know its realities, and 
passed a sort of mystic contemplative life, living in an ideal 
world of his own. He was the author, however, of several 
little works of very considerable merit. Some forty years 
ago he published a poem entitled the 'Sorrows of Seduction,' 
which passed through more than one edition. He also pub­
lishetl a very popular little volume called 'The Academy, or 
a Picture of Youth.' Subsequently he wrote a work on 
education, full of sound views and judicious maxims ; and we 
recently noticed in this journal his last production, entitled 
' Counsels to Young 1Ien,' well worthy of every young 
man's attention. All his productions are remarkable for 
their classic purity of style, for their elevated high-toned 
morality, 1:,,nd are pervaded by a rich vein of pure and ennobling 
sentiment." He concludes by saying "that never was there 
a more amiable, inoffensive, upright man in all his intercour.;e 
with society." 

l\Ir :Mackenzie wiJs rather below the middle size, alway,; 
thin; in his later years he was much attenuated. His coun­
tenance, though his complexion was dark, and his features 
not very regular, was on the whole pleasing. The plainness 
of his look was more than compensated by the settled benig-
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nity of expression, for this with him was not a thing that 
went and came. His temper was uniformly good and un­
affected, amidst all occurrences and in all circumstances he 
saw cause for being tranquil and content. When on his 
deathbed, a relation having said to him that his life had been 
"a happy one," the old man qualified it by requesting him to 
say " a contented one." He possessed an eye of the finest 
kind. His hand was small and beautifully formed. A 
statuary would have coveted it for a model. Indeed, 
persons seeing it, used to attribute his excellence in writing 
to the formation of his hand. He was the uncle of the Rev. 
·wm. 1\Iackenzie, for many years master of the English School 
in the Kirkcudbright Academy, afterwards minister of Skir­
ling, author of the "History of Galloway," and writer of the 
" Statistical Account of the Parish of Kirkcuclbright," the 
endow er of the prize to the best scholar in the English School. 

Kirkcudbright, 24.th Dec., 1877. 

J.C. l\I'K., 
Nephew of the Author. 
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