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A D V E R T I S E lvI E N T·. 

7"'HOUGH the author by no mean thinks 
it neceffary, that every book mu.ft have a 

preft1ce to prepare the mind of the reader for 
u 1hat is to be expelled in the fubfequent pages; 
yet, le.ft from the title of the work now prefenterl 
to the public, any jhould hope to find a mere 
rcmance, calculated only to amuft the imagina­
tion, or fill up an idle hcttr, it may be proper 
to inform them, .that jitch is far from being 
,;,uhat they will meet with here~ V1R TUE, in 
the opinion of the author. as well as of every 
truly wife man, is the one thing rnofl needful to 
l ecquired, in order to our becoming comfort­
able to ourfelves, ufeful and refpeciable members 
of fociety, or partakers of everlafling felicif)'o' 
CJ:'o promote this, and to enforce upon the young 
mind, the abfalute necejfzty of praflijing every 
moral and religious duty, the following hijlory 
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A D V E R T I S E M E f>J" T~ 

·:uas compofed; aild, though to rcmle;· the i·,1riotts 

lcffons 'u:hich it contains as entertaining, and 

little tedious as 912(1,J be, they are dcli·z.:ered in 

/amili6r rcwuerfations; Jlill let it be remen1bend, 

thflt its p,·incipal deJ-gn is to inculcate the bene­

~·olent reJ;gion of CiJ,·ijlienity, and teach the, 

;youthful heart to rej!efl upon the importance of 

each 'word and fiSlion. 

With this intent it is offered to the public; 

and it is humbly hoped, will be found no wz­

acc eptable prefent; jince, though books on re­

ligion profufely abound, final! is the number of 

thofe which are ct!l~ulated to eugage the atten­

tion of the young and inco,ifide,·ate ; and it i..,4 

,r,, well known obfervation, that 

'-'- A ,-.m:fc may teach. him, who a Jerman flies / ' ' 
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T H E 

RO T-CHFORDS; 

0 R, THE 

F RI E N D LY C OU N S E L L_ 0 R. 

·To give any true defcrip:ion of either 1.Jr. Oi 

Mrs. Rotchford, is not in my power, as thei r 

merits far exceed any thing I can fay in th-e-ir prai(e; 

and were I to attempt to draw their chara8:ers, I iliould, 

by thofe who are unacquainted with their real worth, 

be fuppofed only to fatter; a meannefs l fo much ab­

hor, that I ihould be ferry to be thought capable of 

practifing it. For thefe re:1fons, the reader, when he 

:hinks of Mr. and Mrs. Rotch/on/, mufl be content to 

form in h:s imagination the idea of every thing gcod, 

ireat, and 1.oblc, \\ithout any Lnhe:· particular defcrip• 

-tion of their numerous and brilliant virtues. 

They had fix chi!J rcn; tv.10 of whom were bo\·"• , 

After \\hat has already been faid, it would be needle[., 

to add, that they took the utmofi care of the education 

of their childr...n, fincc no parents can Jefenedly be 

t:ded g,vd, v,ha omit to do that to the. utmoft of their 

Il ab· litic-s; 



2 CJ'be R o Tc H F o R D s ; or 7 

abilities; and as the advice they frequently gave then1 
upon various fubjetl:s, may be equally ferviceable to 

other young people in the fame circumfl:ances, I foal! 

relate it, as nearly as I can recollect, in the ver,r 

words it was firil: delivered, I frequently vifited at 

their houfe, for feveral months at a time: I will there­

fore record any little incidents which I think may 

ctfford you, my young reade1·, either profit, or amufc­

ment. And having faid this, I fcarcely know in what 

manner to proceed, or what fl:ory to divert you wirh 
firfl-; a number of events crO\vd into my mind, which 

1 well remember at the time they paffed, were very in­

terefting to all the parties concerned; but whether they 

will appear fo in the bare narration, is, to me, a matter 

of great doubt. 

One day l'vlrs . Blifie!J, who was their grand:narnma, 
invited them all to <line with her, and promifed to fend 

her co2ch early fome morning to fetch them, They all 
tb;::nkcd her for her kindnefs . .t\nd pray, enquired 
.f:!,f:,1, H~l'H' e.t: 1} will you fend the coacl1 for us) grand­

rn,'n_mai \Vhy, my love, replied Jhe, about ten o'clock. 
A.nd <lo you call that early? refomcd. Kitt_;•, l thought 

2.1. late.ft it would h,.ve b(!en here byfix .' lam fore if it 

does not wme till ten, I would not give a1.pin rn go :it 

ail) l hate fotcing off fo late ! Do not you, Almy .P (faid 

foe, turning to her fi!ler, who fiood next her.) To be 

fore, replied J1!ary, I fiiould like to go earlier; but I 
haJ r~ther go at tc:1, than not at all; ;:nJ as my g ra nd· 
_p,1.pa and graudmamma. do not ri (e fo early as we do, it 
!:1i6 ht not perhap~ be convenient) you know, to fend 
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Cfh F R r E r-: D L Y C o u N s E L L o R. 

for us fooner: you fhould not, therefore, Kitty, fpeak 

in th at ug y mann r r; it does no~ found civil at all. I 

do not care how it foundj; Tam fore it does not look civil 

to m.,ke it fo late before Jh11 fetches 11s: I ha_; e gr,ing 

fo late! f declare l would not give a fhaw to go, if I 

do not fet off till that time of the d2.y . And then. we 

f11:dl be almoft two hours afterw1.rd s in the coach, for 

old James drives fo Oow 1 he never n12.kes the horfes go 

fa11er than a foail's gallop, jog, jog, jg: if 1 hacl a 

co:1ch of my own , 1 would go a pr·ett;• deal faflcr tht;.1 

th<lt, I warrant me : I would go as L .. r in one hom a·; 

Jamr:s lets rn y grandpapass horfes go in two. 

\\.ell, my dear, faid i\irs. JJ!ijidrl; when you ha-1.:~­

a coach of your own, you will be rr. u: h in the right to 

go at what pace } ou pleafe, provided you- do r:ot over~ 

<lri\·e the horfes; for it is ne,·cr right to mifofe tli o:c 

poor c-reatu:·es, let them belong to whom tLey will: 

bu, ti:I that time comes, Kitty, had you not better br-. 

con ten ,eti to go ::is other people p!e,Lfe, an<l not t.J i 1-~ 

in lo gru:11bling a manner? Uld Jumes is a very grnc:. 

fervanr, . a very excellent good man, and takes· ca .·e cf 

his horfes, drives them as he c0nceiYes belt, anJ af; 

he knows hi3 lVIal1.er and Milhefs approve . I do no1 

think, therefore, m Y. love, you f_2r~k in a pre: ty :-nan .. 

ner of him. And as for fett:ng out fo late, l did not. 

knmv rou i.vould h2ve been ready before, or 1 fl.ould 

be very g la<l c,f) our com pan_y :ooner; the coach there­

fore faall be v, ith you at nine; and as you fay jmnrs i, 

fo long in <lrivi.1g, he muil then iet ont by a little a:cer 

fe,·en; and I hardly think he can vcr: ~:;11\·rniently get 

B z cfl~ 



4 o/'he R o T c H F o R D s ; or 

off much before that, for he does not love rifing over 

early; he is not fo young, my dear, as you are; and 

perhaps, when you are his age, you will not be in fucn 

a violent hurry as at prefent. 

I do not know how I may like being late when I grow 

old, replied Kitty; but I know I fo much di!like it 

now, that I had as lief not go at all, if I cannot go 

fooner. I lnould like to fet off at fix o'clock, and [ 

do not think that would be too foon at this time of the 

--:ear. I hate fuch lazv old folk. 

\Vcll, well 1 my dear! refumed ~frs. Blifield, if you 

hate us, I \.vould upon no account with you to come. 

J lo,:? ~-ou, and therefore invited you; but finco the vifit 

would be fo difagreeable, pray fl:ay away. And you, my 

dears, fa.id {Le, turning to all the others, if you arc 

of the fame opinion as your filler, fay fo ? for indeed I 

1hould not wilh you to come, if it be contrar;' to your 

inclinations: I know old people are generally difagree­

able to the young; they have no beauty to recommend 

them, no flrength and vivacity to run and play about; 

are oftentimes very troublefome; they are apt to be 

cold and chilly, and chufe the windows and doors !hut 

when the young ones like them open, and are often 

afHicled ,vith noify, tirefome coughs; in fhon, ha\'e 

no one qualification to engage the love of thofe who 

are charmed only by outv.;ard fhow, and are not of an 

age to confider things ferioufiy. If, therefore, you all 

bate me, I cannot much wonder at it; but I could wifh 

almofr to be yo ung again for the fake of poffeffing your 

love. Dear little foult ! I l<n.it)'Ctt) howerer, and only 
wiih 
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wifh l had it in my power to let you know how ear~ 

nefl:ly I feek your happinefs. 

As D1e faid this, Jvlmy ran to her, and throwing her 

arms round her neck, killed her, and faid, My dear 

M:adam, do not talk in fuch a way; we all love you? 

I am fore we do, and fo does Kitty too, only fhe is out 

of forts becaufe fue cannot come to yon fooner; fue 

loves youfo rwell, fi1e wants to enjoy more of your com­

pany, that is all; indeed it is. Bleffings on you, my 

dear child! (exclaimed the old Lady, as fue clafped the 

,vaifi: of Mary, who was hanging on her neck) blrffings 

on you! old as I am, you make me bchave·like a child; 

get up my love, get up,-I fuall drop my tears u pen_ 

}Our flip, and that will be a pity, for it is a pretty 

layluc ! \Vhere is my handkerchief? I cannot find i..., 

And then turning haflily round, fue faw i1: in little 

George's hand, who was fl:ancing behinJ her chair 

drying his own eyes with it. He then gave it to her,. 

and looking up tenderly in her face, whifpered in a 

foft voice, I am fore I love ycu. I am fore we a/1 lovc 

you, rejoined Sophia, we fuould be moll ungrateful not 

to do fo: Kitty, why do not you fpeak? Hc.w crm•yo, 

bchaYe fo, you have made my grandmamma cry. Ko, 

no, my dear, faid Mrs. B!ijield, Kitty has not ma<l~! 

me cry; fue was to be fore a little rude; but thcfe arc 

not tears of farrow, thefe tears flow from emotions of 

my heut I am not able to exprefs; why does my 

1',lar)'? why does my little George cry? I do not know_) 

:i.nfocred George, but only becanfe I love you, and 

c:rnnot help it, you fpoke fo I could not help it. Nci-

13 3 ther 



1'he Ro Tc H F o R D s ; or, 

t!:er can I help it my fweet child, refumed his grand­

mother; l love ) ou al .: and my dear Mmy's tender­

nefs guite overpo\\ered me .. But here comes your papa, 

.he will \vOncier what ails us all; he will think we h«ve 

all been naughty together, fa let us dry up our tears; 

do not let him fee us crying. 

Juit as i11e faid this, Mr. Rotchford entered, and 

!ooking round wi,h aitonifhrnenr, enquired at the fame 

time into the cauie of thei:- griet". 0, no caufe, no 

£:iufe at :ill ! (replied Mrs. iJiljidd) we have no griif 

.here; \, ·e a;e cnly crying bec-·ule we love one another., 

that is all, ire we not Ge,,rge? George then going to his 

father, took hold of his h,.nd, and kiffing it, foiJ, In­

deed papa, I am not crying becau!e I am 11aughty, but 

becaufe my grandm:unma talked j.a. And Mar;· c1 ied, 

:rnd could.not help it; but I am fore I have not been 

;naughty; J did not fay I hated old lazy folk. I hopt 

11ot, refomed Mr. RfJtchford, grave y. l 010uld Le very 

,forry to have you, or any of my children make nfe of fo 

.rude, fo difreipedful, and fo ,·v.,ir/ud a fpeech. It is ex­

tremely wrong to hate any bo<ly; but old age in ape• 

culiar manner demands 0L1r ref peel; and \\ hoever be­

haves with rudt>nefs to the ancient, difcovers not only a 

foolifh, thoughtlefs, but nlfo a wicked heart:. was I to 

behold the firfl: prince in the nation, treating a meer 

beggar with infolence upon account of ~is po·vtriJ', or 

hi~ age, I fhould need no farther proof t~t convince me 

either of his want of hmnanity, or want ofi<fulcrjlandi11g, 

I hope, therefore, none of my children ha,·e fo far for-

gotten their duty in general, or the refprcl they o\ve 

their 
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CJ'he FRIENDLY CouNSELLott. 7 

tneir grandmother in particular, as to ufe that in­

folent exprdfion-: then walking up to his elde!l: fon, 

who was looking out of the window, and holding him 

under the chin whilfr he looked H:eadfallly at him; [ 

here, Charles., yu have not been g11ilty of any ruciencfo 

to )Our grandmother; horiellly c0nfefs what you have 

faid, and tell me the whole truth. 

Indeed, Sir, replied the boy, I have nothing to con­

fcfs, I have not fpoken a fingle fyllable, I believe, fince 

I came into the room. I have been liH:ening very at­

tentinly to all my grandmother and ft./lers faid; and as 

for defpifing, or being rude to people bccaufe they are 

·Id, I fhould.fconz to behave fo: if I live long enough I 

fha11, one time or other be old myfelf; and l am fore [ 

f11ould think it very hard to be defpi[ed upon that ac­

count, or treated with infolence at the time I might 

jufl1y cbim more ref pelt, upon accom1t of my fuperior 

wi(dom ; for fnrely the longer people live, the wif"er 

they grow, or they mufl: live to very little purpofe in­

deed. \Veil, my boy, I beg your pardon, faiJ Mr. 

Rotchford, for fufpccting you for a fingle moment; 

your behaviour :it all times indeed, is foch, as I confefs 

ought to lc:ive no doubts in my mind re[petling your 

dut / ui b~h:1vi0ur to your grandmother, or your hum~,• 

nity and ci\'ility towards all your fellow creatures. 

But \vho then Las been fo much to bbme? fome­

body, I am fore, has. So pr:iy, madam, [aid he 

turning co i\'lr:i. Bl1i~ld, acquaint me which of my 

chil~ren has a8.ed wrong, that I may no longer be i11 

d1nge:: oHnfrcfling ~hofe ,vho are innocent. Pt,u ,, h ! 
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pough ! replied the old lady, what fignifies who it is.1 
they are all very good children you know, and if one of 
them did make a little flip of the tongue, what matter~ 
that, fhe is forry for it now, I dare fay; fo pray en~ 
quire no farther about it, I fnall tell no tales ont of 
fchool, and I hope they all have too much good nature to 
inform one of another. I du not love to fee children glad 
to have an opportunity to tell of each other, it does not 
look kind and generous; but appears fpiteful and crofs. 
I do not mean that they ought to conceal great crime3 
when they know of them; but to tel1 every fiddle faddlc 
as fome do, I think, fl1ew unkindnefs . 

1 was upon a vifit the other day, \\.here a girl about 
nine or ten years old, came running in to acquaint her 
mother, that one of her :filters, with whom !he was at 
play in the garden, had picked a flO\ver; and a little 
while afterwards in !he came to fay that Ann had made 
a hole in the border with a fiick; :rnd during the courfe 
of the day there were two or three crimes of the like 
nature !he appeared very happy to tell of. What fort 
of a girl foe may be, I do not know; I only can fay this.> 
that I never knew any of thofe tell-tales ,vho were not 
themfelves guilty of as many faults whenever they had 
a convenient opportunity, and I am fore it difcovers an 
ill -n atured turn of mind, to like to procure anger to their 
fiH:crs or p1ay•fellows. It is a parent's dut_;· indeed to 
torrect every crime they fee: but meth~nks brothers anJ 
:fiflers ihould not delight in drawing that punifhment 
upon each other; at leafi: I know when I was young f 
was as forry almo!l-, to fee my brothers or fiil:ers whipt 
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CJhe FRIEKDLY CouNSEL:COR. 

~ puniil1ed as if it was myfelf that foffered. And to 

this day I cannot have a good opinion of children who 

tell tales, except indeed it is any thing q,vicked, and 

then they ought to inform their parents that proper 

methods may be taken to prevent their proceeding in 

wicked, bad courfes. 

I am much of your opinion, replied Mr. Rotchford, 

and therefore I beg the favour of you to tell me, who 

has, this morning, been naughty; for fomebody has, I 

am certain. ,vell, never mind, replied {he, I beg you 

will not trouble yourfelf any farther about it, but let the 

matter reft, there is a good man ; and I will tell you$-· 

that on Cf'hmfday, I fhall fend my coac.h by nine 

o'clock in the morning to fetch all thefe young folk 

to fpend the day with me, if they like to come ; if they 

had rather not, I beg they will not think of it out of 

compliment; for I never wi(h to have any body vifit me 

contrary to their inclinations. 

During this fpeech of Mrs. Eli.field, Kitty felt fo 

confcious that it was diret'ced to her, that fi1e could not 

conceal her confufi.on, but by her looks appeared fo 

guilty that her father obferved it, and calling her to 

him, faid, I fancy I need no longer doubt who 

has behaved in an improper manner. For your 

looks Kitty, pretty plainly difcover guilt, and your 

countenance renders it needlefs for any one elfe 

to tell of you. By the words your brother let fall in 

vindication of his own characl:er, I fuppofe you have 

faid that you hated old lazy folk, if you have indeed 

f po ken this to your grandmother., I can think of n~ 
1rnniflunens 
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puniihment adequate to your crime; but I mull be­
ho!J you with the greatefl: detejlation and horror, as an 
unnatural monfter, unworthy of the care and folicirudc 
that has hithcno been ihewn you.. Like the gaudy 
butterfly, you may indeed be able to move about with 
more briiknefs and greater alacrity than thofe decrepit 
with the pains and weaknefs of old age; but 1 ihould 
be glad if you would jnform me, fince 1ou fo much 
dif11ke laximjs, in what your inditjh-y has confifled..? 
I Jhould much like to know what gocd ojjices you have 
performed ; what fircvice you have been of; what af-

Jijla;za 1ou have given to any one of your fellow crea­
tures upon earth, fince the firft moment you were born, 

<t0 the prefen t? Pain, expence, fatigue, anxiety, and 
cm·e, I know you have given to your mother and rny­
felf, and thofe who have nurfcd and inflruc1ed you. 
Thefe, all children occafion to tl:ofe w;th \\ horn they 
are connec1ed ; and for thefe are they bound by the 
facred ties of gratitude, to be for ccv,r thanl:ful and 
kind. And if age is what you have v,ith infolence 
defpifed, give me leave to ,n'k. you, who ,,ou1d protect, 
infrrucl:, or defend you, if the world had no older peo­
ple than yourfel in it? That little wi(dom you al­
ready poffefs, whence did you acguirc it? Did you 
in 'rucl:your:fil_j? Was it your o;z.1,•n hands taught them­
fil-: es to work, to \Hite, to draw? or did you teach 
your/elf to read, and did your oezw1 recollection inform 
you of all thofe incidents you have gathered from your 
books of chronology and hiI1:ory? Dancing too, ::rn ac­
complifl1ment in \vhich doubtlefs the young far excel 
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<J'he FR 1 :c N DLY CouNSE L LOR. t:I 

t1-,e old; was it by your own clevcrnefs you acquired 

that grace? or did not fame one farther advanced in 

life th:m youdelf, give the proper directions h iw you 

were to proceed? And do you fuppofe that after peo­

F le have once been th us far fuJ)erior to you, by reafon 

of their being oldc1, as thev adv«nce flill farther in life, 

the) loje all their knowledge, and become alone obj eels 

of your a•,1erjiou? 

Surely the longer we live, the more experience we 

gair., and confequen,ly increafe in wifdom. Or i-f 

fomc people are fo unhappy as to outlive their facul­

ties, and their reafon and un<lerilanding for1ake them, 

through the various infirmiLies which attend upon very 

advanced life; yet even then they jufrly claim every 

mark of tendernefs and refpect, in con:fideration of what 

they have been, and of their prefrnt misfortune. But 

I fee v:hat your mother and m:'felf are to expect from 

you, fl10uld it plca(e God to continue us in life till we 

lofe our prefent fpirits and activity Then, for all the 

care, afiiduity, expence., and conftant watchfulneCs we 

have beftowed on you; to d<'fend, infhuct, and fup­

port you, we fllall be repaid with yollr ahharrence, 

and hatred, upon account of our ferblenefs, which you 

will uncharitably mifconfl:rue laz.inefl. 

lt woL1ld be in vain to talk to a girl of fuch uno-ene-Q 

rous fentiments of her o:-zun feelings, or bid her confuit 

her own heart upon the occafion ; or elfc I would en­

quire how you f110uld Eke fuch behaviour from thofe 

you had foll:ered, and brought with muc)l anxiety and 

care to maturity? But be aifored of this undoubted 

truth.9 
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truth, tHat whoever behaves difrefpecrful and irreve­
rently to old age, not only breaks a divine precept, for 
the Lord hath faid, " Thou !halt rife up before the 
" hoary h~ad, and honor uie face of the old man;" 
but alfo difcovers a very cz.ueak and jhallo:w underil:and­
ing, incapable of judging of things beyond its own 
purfuits, As if a baby were to dcfpife you for not 
loving a rattle, or :your brother George cenfure your 
wifdom, becaufe you do not, like him, ride about the 
garden upon my walking-flick : an amufement whiclt 
doubtlefs he thinks far preferable to any of your rather 
more rational ones.-Yes, interrupted George, I do like 
vaftly to rjde upon your c::ine that has got the firing to it, 
for that makes me fuch a nice bridle, and there is a black 
mark a little above the head, which I always make· 
le:ieve is the mane; and when I go upon the pavement 
in the hall, the ferrule makes fuch a charming noife. 
,vhere is it papa? I will go and take a ride this 
moment. And away he ran. 

Mr. R ctcl:fo1·d then proceeded, faying, You fee, 
Kitty, how deljghtfol he thinks it to run afhide on 
that ftick ! Pray fhould you think it fo ? or do 
you find any great inclination to accompany him in 
his ride, as he calls it? No, Sir, replied Kitty. And 
do you think, faid her father, that it difcovers any real 
jlrwgth ~f j udgernent to make choice of that employ~ 
ment rJther than one more ufeful? or would not the 
error lie in George, were he to condemn every morn 
ferious purfuit, as fiupid, grave, and la.~y; and not in the 
Ferfons who with better diJcernment preferred them? 
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So be affored, when you prefume to defpife the fedatc­

nefs of old age, it only proceeds from the inconjider­

atemfi of youth, and every body (far from thinking it 

any ,proof of your Jen/e) will efi:eem it as they juftly 

may, a certain fign of your fol{y-a fore mark of an 

empty, tr/fling mind. It gives me very gre~t concern, 

to think, that the ceafelefs pains which have been taken 

to inform and expand your underfianding, ihould all 

be thrown away, and by your own perverfenefs render-

ed ineffectual. But depend upon it, Kitty, the time 

~ill come, when you will foffer the fevereft anguifh of 

mind, for thofe faults you can not now be perfuaded to 

pay any regard to; and Jong after your mother and my- ,, 

felf may be forgot ten in the grave, you will find reafon 

to repent of not having, now in your childhood, lifi:ened 

to, and ohferved our advice. 

At thefe words Kitty burfi: into tears, and going to 

her father, ihe endeavoured to throw her arms round 

his neck, but he drawing back his head, and putting 

her gently from him with his hand, faid, No, Kitty, I 

want no embraces from a perfon who I know is every 

day encreafing in her hatred of me, for no other reafon, 

than becaufe I every day grow older. Indeed, indeed, 

papa, replied Kitty fobbing, I love you dearly, I am 

fore I do ;-I flrnll never hate you, but love you as 

long as you live, though it fi1ould be a thoufand years. 

0 ! faid he very coolly, your grandmother is not 

near the tenth part of a thoufand, and yet you think 

her old enough to be hated. No I do not, Sir, I amfi1r1, 

Ihe again replied, I love her very much., only I was 

vexed 
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"\!Cxed that I could not fet olf fooner on Thur.fday m or:1-

ing becaufe the co achman is fo old, and does not like 

to rife early; and fo I only faid I hated fuch olJ lazy 

folk; but I am fore I did not mean that I difliked either 

my grandpapa or grandmamma. 

Wha: ! faiJ 1\lr. Rotchford, you only hate Ja11:ts 

upon account of his ;:.ge, it is only pcur people }OU 

defpife when they grow old? Ko, Sir, 1 do not 

mean that, I Ollly wanted to go fooner, anJ T fad 

it, without thinking, that was all; but I wiil not fay 

any thing of the fort again. I hope not, faid her Lt1er, 

1 hope not; it is a poor excufe for a reafonable being 

to make for afting wrong ; to urge that they did not 

thiuk, 2nd did not mean any thing. Such an allegation. 

might ferve for a monkry in mitigation of its mif­

chievous tricks, er for the impertinence of a pau-ut's 

language; bnt to ra:ional creatt,res n ho are blcffrd 

with.fc1je and reflcclicn, it affords not the fmallecr ex­

cufe; fince the very a.fling \\lthout tho.11ght an<l mean­

ing, is in itfil:f a cri me; and confequently, can ne\·er 

.render faults fo commit ,ed, inn.:-ccnt. \, ell, but, in-

terrupted Mrs. Eli.field, Kitt;· ack riowledges her error, 

and the next thing to not committm~ a crime, is the 

con reffing it, and promifing to amend for the future; 

fo pray, Mr. Rotdford, let me intcrcec!c for her, you 

know you have ju {t been faying that old folk 01ould 

be ref peeled ; com.e now, fet the example in this i!l• 

fiance yourfelf, and a tmyrcquelt, kifs and forgive your 

penitent daughter. I know ihe i~ vexed at what has 

Faffed., 
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paffed,. and will not repeat the offence: fo pray kifs her,. 

and thid..: no more 2bou tit. 

Your req uefr, I\L,n t ni replied Mr. Rotchford, un­

clou btedly I will compl.y with., fo far as to !:ifs and 

;:rgi'Ve her, if fl:e is careful of her future conduEl:: but 

as to thiding 110 more about it, is quite out of my 
power to perform ; and therefore, I am fore, ] v: ill not 

promife it. I~ is ricliculol1 !' for people to flatter them­

fdves with the idea that their follies will all be for­

gotten the moment they pleafe to ceafe from acting 

them. A thing once done, can never be undom, nor is· 

it in the power of any 0ne to obliterate from his re­

membrance, thofe events he may wiih had nc,·er been 

impreflcd there. The only way therefore oF acquiring 

a good characler, is to li•ve fo. as to dejer'7.Je i t; to let 

:ill our ,vords and actions be regulated by rc(TjoJ: and· 

difcretio n, and not to fay and do improper thin gs for 

;•:,:nt of con/ i.'l!!ration and thought; and then fuppofe the 

badncfs of them will be Jorgcttcn, the moment ,ve 

pl e:i.fe to confefs \VC are fan:y for our conducl. But 

co me, Kitty, faid he, holding out his hand to her, I 

wifh not to ha\'e any faults to remember in my chil­

dren, and as you acknowledge yourfelf afi1;imed of 

what you have faid, 1 will this time forgive and en,brace 

you; but take care, take care, that you fall not again 

ii1to difgrace through want of thought, and without 

meaning it; for few are the crimes that can any ways be 

mended by fuch empty excufes. 

Certainly, ~ir (faid Charles) people ougbt not to do 

what is wrong; but forely it is not fa bad to do things 

t1JrOll£1) 
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through rwant of thought, and without an ill inte-ntion, 

as to do them for the purpofe, and to fin with you.r 

-eyes apen, as one may fay. 

Really Cher/es, replied his father, I fee but little dif­

ference whether I walk fi:raight forward into a ditch with 

lillY eyes open, or rz.uil:fully fh~t them, and by that means 

plunge in. If through natural blindnefs I tumble in, I 

certainly !hould be blamele/s , and deferving of the u t­

moft compailion; but if I carelefaly chufe to march 

with my eyes turned behind me, f110uld I not, ,vhen 

·ftnrggl-ing in the mire, be an object of ridicule infiead 

of commiferaticn? Jn Eke manner, if a perfon whom 

the Almighty has endowed with underfl:anding, will fo 

,mifufi, or n:t ufe it till he brings his actions to a level 

with thofe of a kna-ve or a fool, could ic, do you think 

in jullice, be any palliation of his faults, to plead, that 

they \Vere committed .z.uithaut thr,ught. Then, <v:hy did 

you not think? m ufl: be the enquiry every reafonable 

perfon would make. And what is of infinitely more 

.confcquence, God himfdf will make it. Have not I 

(may w.e not fuppofe the Almighty will demand) en­

dowed you with reafa11 and underflanding, chat you may 

all agreeable to their voice? Have I not given you 

the faculty of rejlt/Jio11, that you may medirnte upon 

thofe things which are right, and carefully arnid 

every temptation to nil? \,·here then were thefe 

faculties, or how were they engaged, when you nf'g. 

Jecled to confolt their dictates, when you refofed to 

li!len to cheircounfel, anJ heedlefsly faid, or did, thofe 

things which ought mll to have been fpoken or per• 

formed l 
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Formed ? Ah ! think, my children how we fhall _be 
able to anfwerenquiries fuch as thefe; or what we can 
plead in excufe for omitting to ufe that fenfe and un .. 
dcrH:anding with which God has been mercifolly pleafed. 
to blefs us? Befides, ,vere this thrnghtleffirfi (which ·· 
is in itfelf a fault) capable of palliating our mifcleeds, . 
there is fcarce a crime of the blackell nature but might· 
offer it by way of excufe, fince even the villain who 
robs you, or the murderer who takes your life, may 
both urge their want of though! on the occafion ; and 
plead, that they committed their fins in a h;:rry~ 
without conjidering all the evil confeq uences that 
would follow from them. But were you the perfon 
<lefpoiled of your money, or deprived of the fociety of · 
one of your beloved friends, I fancy you would think 
it fmall compenfation to be told, that the crimin3.]'s 
actions were performed \\ithout any bad iutC?Jtion, and 
merely through want of thought. 

Yes, Sir, faid Charles, to be fore that would be no · 
I 

excufa a~ all, for foch c:trociou 5 deed s as tl.•ejt and 
1..:1rder; but it is a very di fferent thing in affairs of 
/ifs importance. Suppofe now, v, hilft lam tcwiddling 
the button of this hat (for he had one in his h~nd 
when he was fpeakin 6 ) I were to pull it off, merely 
without thinking what I :::m doing whilft lillening to 
you, it furely could n ot be efleemcd a -va/1 crime! I 
confefs I could not think myfelf very guilty! Now could 
you, Sir? fhould you reckon it any great fin? No, rr.y 
dear, replied Mr. Rotchjord, I canm,t fay l fhould con­
fide red only as relating to the l·uttr;n of your hat. But 

V oL. I. C even 
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ereri with regard to that, you rnuft acknowledge it 

would be a piece of mifchirj , which would fufficiently 

p ro\·e the fol(r• of doing things without thought. Bur, 

CharL·, the evil ftops not ::tt the hot, if it did, it would, 

I confefa, be but of litde importancr; on the contrary, 

a hu!Ji, of halfi:!!tio;z and '1.l'ant of tho:1ght, :oon fp reads 

tliroci~ii n·ery aftion of life; and he who to day 

t1.,:it!:i/1:., as yoa call it, o:f the bu tton of his own hat, 

,:ill tc~1r.or,ow, through the fame caufe, pull off that 

of !.is co111 ;, .,nion's, or perh aps cut cff the !hap~ of l.is 

;~ o. s , or t.1c flap of !tis coat. I mean, that i[\\C ac­

ct./,,rn omL:ln.'s to aft •.vithout confider2.tion in tr;_;1u, 

t will r:ot be lor.g before we f,1all proce~d upon the 

fame fond) f0und&iion to cor.1mic aclions of the greatefl: 

. import:!nce, from whence may He.NI confe11ucnces of the 

mcit di!.mal n.:ti..rc. I have feen fo much vf this in the 

world, tha t 1 would \1ifh you, by 211 meaPS, to accuf­

torn yourfrlrcs to a conHant habit of reflection, even in 
J 

t!1e moH: triYial occurrences; and by cuftorn this may 

be don~ \\ ilhout any reflraint or inconvenience. And 

QlTTly iL i:i highly difgrnceful to man to permit himfelf., 

li~ the brutes uf the [c]J, to move and alt wi thout 

· thought or confrdernlion. They, indeed, wi~h no 

ot lier direction Lh,rn i11Jli11c?, c:i.nnot be expected to c:cl: 

ac; i f guide d by the di·~lates of reaj~n: the horfe, 

wiLh equal unconcf'rn, ,,·oul<l trcimple beneath his feet 

the mofL beautiful plant2.rion of flowers, or the weed 

that grows amidfl: hi s pafl:ure : to take care and p ovide 

for his o .vn fo.fety , is .:. 11 of which he is mindful ; and 

wit!-.out any fenfo of rvJrot1g, breaks down the enclofure 

, which 

t. 
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which confines him, to feek for greater liLeny; or fpurns 

thofe wh-o he apprehends are aproaching to hurt him. 

ln like manner, every beait and bird· of prey, vo­

r~ciouf1y devour the leifer animah on which they fob~ 

11ft, and withotY.t any emotion, rend them to pieces in 

the moil exq uifi.te torments; to fa tidy their own ap­

petites is .all they [eek, nor have they a.ny tl:ought what 

frnfations the_y occafion to others. But can a mmz, a 

being endowed with flllfl and rcqfan act thus, and be 

guiltlefs r Can a creature who has the facuhies of 

thought and rejlellion to guide and direct his conduct, he­
have improperly, or giv-e pain or uneafrnefs to anc,Lher, 

merely from want of uji.,J::; thofe faculties, and not be 

extremely biameable ? 

Confider, my clear, in what confiCLs the fupcriorit;. 
c;-f man abO\·e the ·brute creation. l\o t in Jlrcngth, f,..,r 

numbers of them far forpds us. Not in fz.u{/tn1fi or 

,;1gilif)'; for almoH every litdc animal Foi1dles t liof~ 
<JUalities to a degrGe infinitely beyon<l the moJ 2.krt cf 

men. In wh2.t then is it that we ex:el them, but iQ. 
the noble faculties of the foul, in the powers of, the 

nzind, in being able to thr"rd: acd co,;fidc:·, to recor'!t :-t 

pafl events, an<l contemplate ;bofo \vh icl1 ;::,e to conH:; 

to form a judgment from thing s \Ve h:.we a1rc2dy feen, 
of ,vhat is likely to l::e hereafter; and to r,1...1 as rea;o11, 
co,.,_fcience, and a'u,:_;1 fhall require . IF, therefore, neg-

1-efting :i.ll thefc endowments , by which we n··e ret1d . rcd. 

capable of knowing 0~1r Creator , ad1.r iring hi::. works,. 

and learning his holy la\vs, we th!'o~igh ou-r own carc­

leifnefs and inatler,tion degrade o:nfdves to a -level 

C z with 
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with the brutes, by acting as they do, without thought r 

do we not then j ufily deferve the anger of our God, 

for abufing, or not ujing, that Jen/e and underfi:anding 

with which he has bleffed us? And can it be any excufe 

for doing wrong, to urge, that~ e did not thin/:? Is not 

this as if a perfon fhould ftarve in the mid ft of plenty> 

and then expect to gain compailion, by faying, I did 

110! eat; whereas, would not his fufferings, be they ever 

fo accute, entirely proceed from his own wilful folly> 

rn neglecting the ufc of thofe means he was bleifed with 

to keep him in health and fpirits? So, if endowed 

wi.th undffjl·anding, vve fall into fin, becaufe we do not 

rn ::'.ke ufe of it, do not you think the fault will he en­

t irely our own ? And m uH: we not expect to fuffcr for it 

.in this world, by the lofs of the good opin1on and I0ve 

or· our fellow creatures; and in the world to come3 

·iJ y the infl iction of thofe punifhments which God has 

prcparc<l for all the workers of iniquity. 

Mr. Rctcyord was proceeding in his difcourfr,. when 

he was interrupted by the arriv.al of a gentleman and 

Ja<ly, with their fon and daughter. Mrs. R otchford11 

who ha<l been abfent during the foregoing converfation, 

entered at the fame time, and general fubje8:s were 

ta1ke<l upon, till l\-1rs. Rctchford enquired, \ Vhy Mifs 

D~ci.t.fin \\':1.S not of their p.1rty r adding, foe fhould 

bave been extremely happy in beinr; favoured with. 

her company. Aye, and I affore you, r,,fadam, replied 

Mr . Dww/011, A.,t, nes would have been as happy to haTe 

vi-fitc<l you; but in truth 1 would not let her come 

OJ!, for Mifs ia in her air; to-day> and would not 
iini 
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ting when I defired her; and when I jiormtd at her~ 

and downright infifted upon it, then to Jpite me, fhe 

only fqualled like a pea-cock; but I will break her of 

fuch tricks, I wanant me; the next time Mifs is afked~ 

fue !hall comply at once, or elfe be locked up on the 

.ft0ol of repentance, as fhe is now. 

Indeed, my dear, faid M!l"s. Da<U..fan in a tremulous 

voice, fhe was not fo much to blame as you thought; 

-fhe is really unwell, and ·has had an extreme bad cold 

for thefe two or three days.: £he was, I aff'ure you, yery 

hoarfe, and could not fing any better, or I am fore fhe 

would willingly have obliged yoa the firft moment yoa 

afked her. I am fore of no fuch thing, replied her 

hu,fband in a loud tone, whilft his countenance lo0ked 

red with anger. I know fhe is an objlinate little h uffj,, 

and on1y refufed on pnrpofe to vex me, becaufe f11e 

knows I hate to hear women make fuch foolatum ex­

cufes : good fingers always pretend to have colds, and. 

be hoarfe, and be this and be that, and be fools I fay~ 

that is what they chufe to he; but my girls foali 1UJt 

behave fo, howeYer their mother may try to [ poil them~ 

that I promife you, Madam! Here he flopped, and 

panted as if acl:nally out of breath, through pailion and 

vexation; a·nd moving his chair back in a hurry, pufl1ed 
it againfl: the elbow of hi s daughter, who was juft lift­

ing a tea-cup to he1· mouth, and threw it down her 

neck and clothes. 

The poor girl who was real! y very much fcalded as 

well as ftartled by fo unexpecled an accident, called 

out, 0 ! dear Sir! ar,d bur!1 into tears; whilft her fa .. 

C 3 ther! 
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ther, though the fole caufe of the misfortune., upbr~id­

ed her very feverely for her careleffnefs and awkw1r.:l 

manner of holding her cup, telling her, it ihould bet.he 

la!l: time fhe fliould come out vifiting; that another 

time fhe Diould go without tea, or only have a handled 

c,1p like a baby, till f11e could learn to hold it better. 

~he then retired with her m2.:nma, and Mrs. Eli.field 

to the next room, to apply fomething to the fcald upon 

her ncck.1- and to dry and wipe her clothes. In nin 

lVllS it, during that time, Mr. Rotchford endeavoured to 

moderate the anger of his viiitor, by rcprefenting that 

his daughter was entirely innocent; and that it was 

wholly owing to hi! having pufhed the chair a;;ainfr 

her, that the affair happened. Then D1e might ha,-e 

moveJ out of the way of the chair, faid he; fure1y 

fhe could fee inc coming, I am !Jig enough to be fecn, 

l fancy ! Am l not? And your cup, Iviadam, turn:ng 

to Mrs. Rotch.ford, is broke to ilntt~rs. I will be 

l,;anged if I bad not rather ha-.-e giv{.'n five guineas th;rn 

my g:rl .fhollld have done fuch mifchief. .[ will be 

hrm:;,ed if I had not-I foppofc it has broke a fi:; :rnd 

you ladies, I know, value a fet of china more than you 

do your hufbands; and at any time had much rather 

their necks ihould be broke than one of your cups or 

b;:fons. 
0 ! no indeed, Sir, replied l\;Irs. R otchford, I fot no 

foch inefiimable value upon fo brittle a pofieffion as a 

tea-cup; and if M:-i-fs Patty is not hurt, I beg you will 

not give yourfelf ,:not her moment':; uneaGnrfs upon the 

otrnfion, though indeed I muil: fay it \YUS ) ' 11r/df who 
did 
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rlid it, n~r could Mifs Patty pofiibly foref.ce you was fo 

haftily going to move b:1ck your chair.. It is fa/fe. re­

joined he, foe might h:we feen if ihe would; but I afk. 

your pardon-, MP.dam, for fpeaking fo plain! y to yon; 

I declare I did not think who l was talking with> 1 

thought it had been my wife; and the girls have fo 

vexed me to day that I abfolutcly did not conjid,r what 

I was faying. 
Here he flopped, and a file nee for fome mornrnts 

enfued. Mr. Rotchford then endeavoured to engage him. 

in converfation upon various general fobjecls; but he 

was fo thoroughly difcompofed by the preceding 

events, that he only returned !hart anfwers to the quef­

tions dircaly put to him, and continued follenly filent 

till his L~dy and daughter returned, when he taunt­

ingly enquired, How much the young lady's neck was 

hurt? Indeed, my dear, repli.cc~ l\tlrs. Da1.tfan, fhe is 

fcaldcd a good deal; and fi1e was ioing on when he in­

tPrrupted her, faying, I am glad of it wit'h all my .foul! 

I am g-lad of it; I wi.fh I had fcalJcd her head off, ,rnd. 

then !be would iuve taken mere etre ~.norher time.s, 

anu not held her cup fo titter-tottering. 

He was agai.n filent, and his I ocr \\ifc rppc.ired fo 

much dillreffcd by his behaYi0~:r, ti,at !Le was but 

little more inclined fer convcrfa:ion t~1an himfelf; in 

r..ort the whole company felt thrmfelvcs in a \ery auk ­

ward, difagreeablc fatuation, anu were heartily rejoiced 

\\ hen the arrival of their c:uriage was announced. 

1,o fooner were they dep1.rtc:l, than Mr. Rct , h1~rc(, 

ri.<ldreffing himfclf to all hiJ family" f .. i~l, 'lo criticiff': 
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the behaviour and converfation of ones vificors as foo1t 
as they leave the room, and ridicule every little failure 
in their rolitenefs, or every expreffion in which either 
through their want of better information, or their 
careleffnefs of diction, they may have expreffed them­
·fch,es inaccurately, is, in my opinion, a fore mark of 

an ungenet·ous, cenforious; little mind, incapable of dif­

ccrning merit, if veiled beneath any trifling outward 

difadvantages. Nor is this all, for it alfo indicates a 
\,;ant of that cbriflian cha1·ity, and caudor of difpofition, 
:lo rcquifite to form the c1'1arafter of either a great or 
:'1 ,~·?cJ man. 

But, at the fame time that I thus exprefs my abhor­
rence and deteftaLion of the cenforiou; C?"itic, I f1.iould 
be wanting in my duty as a father, not t<? make fome 
oblervation upon the conduce Mr. Darwfan has this 
afternoon di[playcd. \Vhen people fo abandon all 
:fenfe, an·d chufc to act in fo ridiculous, fo r-._uro11g a 
manner, it mufl: be fal61 only, and not candr,ur that 
could attempt to ju!Hfy them. Indeed it would be a 
criminal indifference to rvirtue and rvice, not to behold 
with ahhorrence foch unbridled gufl:s of paffion and 
malevolence, as Mr. Da:wfin difcovered in his temper; 
and though it would be a breach of charity to expofe 
unneajfarily his behaviour to others, whom it no ways 
concerned; yet it is our duty to reflect upon it, to con­
fider how extremely odious and difpleafing it rendered 
his fociety; and to recollect:, that the like petulence in 
our conduft, will certainly make us as defpicablc, and 

clifagreeable to all around. Mr, Darv;fm is a man of 
fuch 
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·fuch ftricl: honelty in his dealings, and fo punctually 

,executes all his tranfal'tions with whoerer he 1s en­

gaged, that the charal'ter he maintains in the world, 

is that of an ho1zefl wcrthJ' man. On that head., there­

fore, I by no me,m would be underil:ood to ca.ft the 

fmalleft reproach. But can his punctuality in bufinefs, 

in any degree excufe his tyrannical behaviour in his 

family, or his unj uft accufation of his children? Was 

it not entirely through his own petulence that the 

cup was thrown down, and his daughter fcalded ·t 

How then was fhe deferving of blame? And becaufe 

he would abhor to commit a difhonefl: action; was he 

at all jufl:ified for his unmerited feverity towards her., 

for his unki1td, :mchrijlian wifhes, that her head had 

been fcalded off r 
It \"Vas rather a rough fpeech, to be fore, faid Mrs.Bli-

jield; but I dare fay he did not mean that he really wifh. 

ed to fee her headlefi; he only fpoke without thought~ 

he ,vas in a pit, and faid j ufr what came u ppermoft, 

without confidering what it was. Yes, Madam, replied 

Mr. Rotchford, but that you know, I have to.day been 

endeavouring to {hew, is no j uft excufe .for our faults; 

for by the fame rule, another time he may in his 

pet, cut off her head as well as rtt•ijh it, and continue 

guiltlefs, becaufe he was in too great a paffion to conjidtr 

and think t,f the confequences of his actions. That is 

\ 'ery true, faid Mrs. Blijield, we certainly are com­

manded not to do e\·il that good may come ot it; much 

lefs may we be juftified for committing ecuil, becaufe 

we _ji,ji do wro~; and furely not to give our-
felves 
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feive.3 time to confider the confeq uenres of our wo~ds 
or aclions, muft be very bbmeahle. L-nd:m6tedly it ia, 
refumed Mr. R,tchfard, efpecially when we rec01lect 
that aln,cl1 every crime, how great foever, or;gi1Jal!y 
fprings from waut of thought. For j5 not this the 
fource of all thofe numerous errors comrn1:tted by chil­
dren? Their parents inform them how to behave; but 
they forget, they do not think, they do not confi,-/1,..,­
what has been faid to them, or the cenfeq ucnccs 
of neglecting to ob!~rve the diref.tions they have re­
ceived; h~ncc they are hourly guilty of fome little in­
c!ecorum, neglcB:ing to do fome things \'vhich they ought 
to perform, and cor:1miting many actions which they 
have been forbidden to do. From the natural inattention 
of children, this is p:irc:1,onable in thofe \vho are rz;e,y 
young; but \\ hen they co:ne to be of an age capable 
of un:l.ertl::111'.Eng, and reflecting upon what is faid to 
them; when they are old enough to know the jmpro­
prie,y of doi;,g a r,.,i•ro11g 2c',ion, or fpeaking w:kmdly 
and uuci•villy to others; it is no longer an excufe to fay, 
they did not thin}, they di<l not ccnfidcr; for tjc pov,.:cr 
of ti:onght i5 given them, and it i~ their duty to exerr, 
ancl make nfc of it. And, if ;oung perfons do not 
c:uly 1n life accuftom themfclves to attend to the fog­
geftions of rrafon, and co,~fid,r what is likely to be the 
eEect of their words and actions, they ,.., ill fall into 
foch a carclefs hal.iit, as aI! their lives through, they 
may not be able to conquer; and whe:1 they gro\,, up, 
(like Mr. Dav.fan,) renJer every body wr~tched with 
whom they are conneclcd, by their faff;~,: and ill ,wtNc, 
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:mcreir becaufe t~1ey do not give themfelves the trouble 

to thi,1 .4 and co11fa'ir ,,hat they are about. 

Pray, MaJ:1m, c.id you take no:icc, enqu;red Jfa,y, 

how extremely rudely Tvir. Dacit/oil contradicted you, 

when you faid lVJifs Patty could not tell he w:i.s going to 

mo\ e the chair ::gain re her ? I could fcarccly keep my 

countenance to hear him in fo loud and pofitive a tone 

declare it was f,,&e . Yes, I hc:c.rd h:rn, my dear, 

replied Mrs. Rote/ford, and I alfo could not help re­

marking with farrow, the reafon he gave for doi!1g fo, 

19ecaufo he thou 6ht it was his ,u:ife who was fpeaking to 

him; ;is if he imagined the rektio,,foip would have cx­

cnfrd his rudcnefs. \Yhereas, on the contrary, I think 

it mightily incre,-.fed his crime; for if he could be 

cc,rdefs of his behaviour to her~ whom he ought fo 

d,·arly t'.) love, he certainly might be expefled to be fo 

towards me, for "horn he has not the 1e:i.i1: reganl. 

CoJd 1:ia1'1:Lrs and po,'ito:,fs arc undoubtedly due to cve,y 

boJy; and if we omit to pay it to thofc with whom 

we convcrfe, ,vc mufi: not c:,<pecl th:it our company and 

converfation will be much defired, or zpproved of. 

Butfurcly, th;,.tciv-ility is of very little value, which is 

difpl::iye<l only to Jlrangcrs and v:ftors, if \Ve fail to 

fhew it likewife to our relations and thofe we conftantly 

rcfi2.e v. ich. 
Eut, mamma, interrupted 11.Jaria, I thought \VC might 

be free at home and amongfl: ourfehcs. 1 neYer think 

of calling mr fiil:er 1lii/s, or my brother 11ln/Jer, as I 

fl10uld fl.rangers. No, my love, replied Mrs. Rotrhford, 

I would not have you give them fuch titles of (&rcmory; 

b\1 ~ 
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but I Jhould be very forry, ifbecaufe you are free witn 
.them, as you call it, you were to be rude, or contradict 
·them in that unpolite manner Mr. Dawfatt did me, 
when he apprehended it was his wife fpoke to him. 

'We fhould always be ci<uil to nnry body, or in other 
words, we fhould, at 211 times be ohliging to, and 
behave to others, as we ihould like they fhould be­

.have to us. H you carefully foIIow this one rule, my 
dear children, you can never be very faulty in your 

•condua towards any of your fellow creatures. Jf you 
wifh your brothers and fifters to be fond of, obliging, 

_good humoured and kind to you, do you be fore to foq;e, 
be kind to, and good 11att1red to them. I( you diflike 
they foould teaze and rv.ex you, be careful never to 

.teaze and vex thon. 1f you wi!h y~na parents and 
older friends to love and pleafe you, by cornplyi~g 

·with your reafonable requefts, do you make it your 
earnefl: endeavour to conform to them, and love them a; 
tenderly as you wi!h to be belove<l by them. To your 

·fervants, and all whom Providence hath placed in a 
._poorer fttuation than yourfelves} upon every occafion, 
fpeak with that gentlt1n,ft and kind condefcenjio11 whicl1 
you would yonrfe]f like to be treated \\ith, were you 
in their circumftances., and they in your's. And to your 
vilitors, and all thofe with whom yo u have no other 
connetlion, than living in the fame neighbourhood., the 
fame county, or the fame r:;,vorld, conftantly !hew all 
thofe marks of politenefi, all thofe little acts of ci<V1'lit_y, 
~vhich you find fo pleafant to receive, and which are 
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indeed fo abfolutely neceffary to keep up harmony 

and good-will amongft mankind. 

That they undoubtedfy are, rejoined Mr. Rotchford;, 

for there is a certain bearijhnefs of manners attending 

fome perfons, which entirely overiliadows and hides a 

thoufand good qualities they may poffefs. And again, 

there is a civility and poli.tenefs of behaviour, which 

wonderfully enhances the merit of every trifling aclion 

they perform, or every little favor they confer. Never 

I think, could this difference of behaviour appear more · 

ftriking than in the conducl of the two Dockets. But it 

is> my dears, fo rery late, that I mufl: defer the account 

of them till another opportunity, as it is now time you 

fh ollld all retire to be<l. 

The young Rotchfords were forry to leave the room 

1::efore they had heard their father's defcription of the­

t\\ o gentlemen he mentioned; but as they were always 

accufi:omed to obey at the firfl: worJ, they, without any 

hefi.tation, wifhed their father, mother, and Mrs. Bli­

field good night, and infiantly withdrew. 

The next morning they rofe impatient to renew the 

converfation, but Mr. Rotchford was obliged to leave 

them in fufpence till the evening, having no oppor­

tunity to purfue his hiHory before, being engaged with 

company till that time:. but no fooner were they with­

drawn, th,m his children all afiernbled around him, beg­

ing him to go on with what he had begun the night be~ 

fore. He chcerfuUy complied with their requefl: and 

proceeded, faying, Sir John Docket, a man of large 

e-!fate, and whQ really did many great and charitable 

.. ac'tion.s, 
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atlions, I fcarce ever he:1rd "ell f po ken of in my life~ 

w hilft his brother Jamf'S, po!leffed of no very con Gder­

able fortune, with a family of eleven children to pro­

Yide for, has univerfally the chara8:er of liberal:'f_J•, gwe­

rojity, h1fJJ:a11ity and charity in the highe!t ceg-ree. 

Eut pray, Sir, engL!ired Cbades, if Sir Jcbn was really 

generous 2nd charit,.ble, how came it about that he 

was nerer cfl:eeme<l fo? Becaufe, my dear, replied 

Mr. Rctchfrd, he had fo ungn!ercm, fo rude a man ner of 

l::elia\·iour, tha t he always di.fgujled, and generally (lf-

/ro11icd chafe he moil ob1iged. I remember being- in h;s 

company at a time ~,hen a fobfcriprion was r~.i(ing for 

the benefit of a poor family\\ hofe houfc had been burnt 

dow n. The man was a bai'ket maker, ..;ind by his in­

du!h?, fop ported a \\ife a!1d nine young children. Ac 

the time the acc:den t happened, he had in hi. 
houfc fcvera l dozens of b~1.fl~et'l \\ hich Ind been befpokc 

hy a ca.ptain of a n1ip to go abroad, ,rnd for v.hich he 

h:.d recei\'ed part of his rroney before they were c:c­

Ji;.·e, cd. Tl.e fire broke out the very night pecedi,g 

that they were to L,e carried home, rnd wit only cnn­

fomed ,hon, bu t his \\'h•)ie il:ock of oCers anJ ,vickcr; 

t ogether wich his houfo, his furnitu re, his own 3.nd 

f,.mi!y's cloches, and in D10rt e,·ery thir>g he \.\::ls }Of­

{c;1eJ of, excepting the fl1irts and iliifcs th ey had on 

their b.tcks at the time they cfccJfei from the r.:imcs, 

\vhich burnt fo fiercely, the they naJ no o1 r onunicy 

of dre~ing themfch·es, and\'. ith the hrc.t t•:;i di1liculty 

iu ved their lives. 
The 
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'The news of their misfortune foon fpread round the 

rariil1 the next mcrning, and the moment l\fr. J awes 

Docket heard of it, he payed them a vifit in a little cot­

tage where they had taken {helter; and £ndir:g the 

melancholy account to be true, direclly fent fome of 

his own and family's clothes to relieve them from their 

immediate necefiity. He then fet on foot a fubfcription 

for them, and in pcrfon went from houfe to houfe, fo­

liciting the affifl:ance of all thofe, who had it in their 

power to befcow. (U I recollecl: right, the fom he 

himfrlf fubfcribed was two guineas, but I am fore not 

more.) I was prefent when he !hewed to l1is brother 

the 1i11 of names of thofe who had given fomething for 

the poor family; and heard him intreat the favor of r 

infcning his mllne amongi1 tho{e already written ; 

,, hen :Sir Jchil replied, No, no! indeed James you. 

fhall not, I do not fee any occaf10n there was for yot1 

to fet about this jidi_/crip1ion in the manner you have 

done; i;:hy could not you let things be quiet, it was 

no bufincfs of )'Oztn. 1f they w:mted any reiid~ the 

parijh might have helped them, at 1eafl: you need not 

have been in foch a \\ onderfol hur01 ; I ft e no fort of 

~ccnji?,: for it, there are hundrecs and !-iundreds of 

poor families and people in diflrcfs beii2.es thefc, who 

110 doubt will be r.;r;,j!/_y ob liged to you if you \\ill be fo 

kind as to go about begging for th~m; but I pomife 

you I ha\'e enough to do with my money '>l. ithout 

giving to the Bafket-maker, who, for \.\hat I know to 

the contrary, nay, I think very p,·o'1nbly, fct fire to hii 

houfe on purrofe to have a/u'1/criptio,t r-iifed for him; 

for 
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for Twill anfwer for it, his whole flock in trade, .ckthes,, 
furniture and all, were not worth half fo much as you 

have procured_by your hegging: no not half fo much 7 fo 
I think he is 'Zl-try well off, -very well indeed; and may 

be mighty well contented. At kaft I can fee no reafon: 

why I !hould be thus calJed upon to give it whether I 
like it or not ; I do not approve of foch doings, foch 
taxes, that I either mu.fl give away three or four guine:i.s,. 

or elfe he looked upon as /h'ngy and 1iiggardly. There 

was an old woman here this morning with a petition,_ 

becau(e !he had a fore leg and could not work; .fhe 
ufed to get her livelihood by going out to nurfe; but 

now fhe cannot, hecanfe her leg is fo bad, ihe has been 

obliged to go into the hofpital, and has foid all her 

clothes: I hate fu.ch continual petitions. And did 
you give her any thing? faid his brother. Yes I did, 

he pettifhly replied, fhe c;,uhir.ed me out of half a gui-

11\:'a; but I told her not to let me fee her again, if !he 

did, I woul<l fend hrr to the houfe of correction. 

\\'ell but, refumed Mr. Docket, you frill, I hope, 

have fomething to bcfl:ow on the poor bdket-maker; 

confider his cafe is very hard, they were going on very 

comfortably, and to be Jo fuddenly ;educed muf!: be a 

terrible {hoke upon them indeed ! Come, come, Sir 

'}ohn, as I have taken up the begging trade, and have 

fuccecded fo well hitherto,. do not difappoin t me here: 

put your hand into your pocket, and take up all that 

it firft enclofes. ~deed I will do no fuch thing, I tell 

you, replied Sir John; if I do give them any thing, it 
.fuaJl be another time; l will fend for the fellow, and 

talk 
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talk with him, and fee what will be befl: to be done .. 
Here the converfation ended, and in all probability 
would not have again been introduced, had not the 
poor man, who looked up to Mr. Docket as his pre.,· 
frrver, called to fpeak to him. 

He left the room for a few minutes and then re .. 
turned, introducing Ratlodge, (for that was the man'i 
name,) to his brother, faying, This man, Sir Jobn, is 
the poor baiket-maker, whom you juft now faid you 
would take an opportunity of talking with; as he is 
here now, he will anfwEr you any quefi:ion you may 
have to put to him. Pjhacw ! nor.finfe ! faid Sir Jcb11, 
tnrning round hafiily, with his back towards the man., 
who il:ood bowing and trembling, aiarmed by fo un.­
gracious a reception. Then franing up and placing 
himfelf with his back again ft the fire he began faying, 
\Vhy my brother, l find has been making a fubfcription 
for you; now I do not doubt but he did it out of good 
nature; but I think it a very foolijh thing to go beg­
ging about for a man becaufe he has h:ld his houfe 
burnt down. I dare fay you are in great difirefs, and 
will be very glad of all he can get for you, and fo would 
thoufands befides you; but is that any reafon there 
iliould be a fubfcriptiou opcmd for every man who has 
left his money, or j)rnt iLfooli(hly? 

I am fore, Sir, and pleafe your honour, replied the 
man, that has not been my cafe: I can/afdy fay, I neve.r 
fpent a farthing that ,\as not abfolutely nece!fary. I 
have a large family Sir; I have nine children, and 
the eldeil: is tut eleven years old Sir, fo your ho-

D nou1 
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nour may judge if I had not enough to do to provide 

for them. all, with this one p:..ir of hands, Sir. For 

my poor wife, Sir, having children fo fafi, was hard 

worked to keep them all tight and clean, Sir; and fo 

your honor muft needs think. But with diligence 

we made a fhift to live comfortably though coarfe 

_enough: and I never owed a fl1illing till this winter, 

when my wife and five of the children were fo long iJI, 

firft with the meafles, and then with the ague and fever, 

and one thing or other, that I was obliged to let my 

rent go; and l owed for one whole quarter and a 

week the very d?.y the houfe was burnt. 

And fo, interrupted Sir ']oln, you thought the eafie.fl: 

method of paying it \\as to fet fire to the houfe and 

burn it down ? 

J fet fire to the houfe, faid the man, ,, hiHl: his check 

glowed with juft indignation. J burn my houfe down! 

No, Sir, thank God, though I am por, r I am homfl; I 

have afoul to be faved as well as my betters, ~.nJ \\ ou]d 

as much fcorn to <lo fuch a bafe action. So far was I 

from burning the houfc to avoid paying my rent, that 

my intention was to difcharge that debt the very next 

day; for l \Vas to haYc carried the b,dkets to Captain 

Shef.vy's, and l fi10uld have received more from him 

than would have been fufficienc to fet me clear in the 

world. 
Aye, it is very eajj to fay fo now, replied Sir John, 

but there is no proof that fuch was your intention; and 

I know that you fort of fellows like well enough to be 

fit clear in the world, and wipe off all your o!J dcb,s 
\\1thc ut 

c. 

l 

t' 

,, 
I 



:n 

·, 
j 
• 

CJ'he Flll!HDLY Cot1NS!LL01t. 35 

without paying a farthing. But where have you lived 
ever fince? At a neighbour's, Sir, anfwcred he, who 
Mr. Docket has been fo kind as to pay for lodging and 
boarding us all; and if it had not been for his good­
nefs to us, we might all have perifhed before this, 
through want of neceifaries. vVell but, refumed Sir 
John, I foppofe your neighbours cannot continue to 
keep you all; you mufl put them to great inconveni­
ence. There is at prefent a frnall houfe confifiing of 
three rooms at the bottom of Grafs-lane, which flands 
empty, and has been fo for fome time, becaufe I have 
not liked to let it: now I could get feven pounds a 
yea, at any time for that; but I do not know what ro 
fay to it. Mr. Docket can not pretend to maintairt 
you, having a large family of his own, fo you rnuft 
even have that, I think, and live there and fee what 
you can do with your baflc.et-making again. 

Sir, replied the man, I humbly thank you; but I 
fear I {hall never be able to difcharge that rent, fiven 
pounJs, Sir, is more than I can promife to lay by after 
all my living expences a,-e paid. Why you ftupi4 
headed fcol, faid Sir John, did not I fay, you might 
live there without the rent, only pray take care and 
do not let any of your children break down my fence. 
or ner be iJling about the park; for lf l ever find 
tbem luding about, I will turn you all out without a 
morn en t's warning, fo mind that; and take care not 
to let fire to tl:c houfo to difcharge your debts again. 
And now, though I have not put my name down in 
~he jidfcriptmt that my brnthcr has fo ill j udgingly fet 
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on foot, 1 hope you will acknowledge that I l1ave 

done much more for you than a!1y one man in the 

parifh befides. 
Sir, faid the man, I heartily thank you, and truft 

you will n~ver find me ungrateful. 

That is as it may prove, replied Sir John, I know 

very often you fort of people, when you are in diftrefs> 

will be prodigioufiy hurr:ble, and _make very fair pro­

mifes of gratitude ; but r,o fooner do you get a little 

up in the \\ orld than you forget your promifes, and 

;ne fo faucy and infolent thrtt there is fcarce any bear­

ing you ; however, take care, and do not let me 

.£nd J art fo ; and here are three guineas for your prc­

.fent ufe, a much larger fum th:m you ought to have 

given )'au, or:ly I would wifn to behave gencroufly ; 

an<l.fo ,-,cw you may go about your bufinefs. I ha\e 

nothing farther to fay to you; but mind you do not go 

:.i.nd fpe,;d it at Lhe aleho.:rc. 1 ne\er fpend any th.err,. 

..,ir, faid the man, ?.nd m:1h.ing as humble a bow as he 

could, left the room. 
Bilt do you think, my children, that he left it vith 

a, y favourable opinion of Sir John's generofity, al­

though he hau •rcal y fo largely contributed to his fu­

ture liveiihood? .l\ nd mull: he not, :i.t the time he re­

ceived the gift, dijl!ke a1~1l d1;~~~~- the gi-z,•rr, who could 

fo crnclly in{uit and accufo hi.~1 as t.1e \Vickcd author 

uf his o., n misfonur..c? On the con:ruy, I\1r. Jnn:es 

Docket> although the fum be beflowed V, a~ not near fo 

conGdcr,.ble, 7ct by his oLli,£ing ma:rner, and kmd 

co .. uefcending bl.!11aviot;r 1 engaged the hearts of poor 
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Ratlodge and all his family, who would willingly have. 

clone any thing in their power to ferve and pleafe him. 

And fo in every inllance through their lives, the one 

always pleafed, while the other difgufted thofe with 

whom he converfed. Mr. Docket, if ever he found it 

nece.ffary to deny any requefl:, fent the perfon away 

better fatisfied and pleafed with him, than Sir John 

did thofe with whom he complied; fo great a aifference 

was there in their manners and behaviour. 

Indeed, faid Charles, if he conferred all his favors 

in the fame oMiging manner as he lent the houfe to the 

poor ba!ket.maker, I do not wonder that he did not gain 

many admirers; for if I had been the rna)l, I would 

have told him, he might keep the houfe to make hii 

own bafkcts in, before I would be beholden to 

him, if he gave it in fuch an ungenerous manner. A 

r:wretch ! I am fore he deferved to be burnt with the 

bundle of ofiers and wicker; I hate fuch mean un­

generous doings. I would wifh you, my boy, faid his 

father, fo far to hate them, as to keep clear from 

doing the like yourfelf; but yet you mufi: take care 

that your abhorrence of wrong actions does not tranf­

port you to an unjuftifiable length, and make you for­

get that moderation which is the very foul &f Chriili-

anity. 
Before, Charles, we fo feverely cenfure other peopks 

faults, we fhould take great care that our own conduct 

be free from blemifh, otherwife the world may well 

think we blame mGre from an ill-natured propenfity 

to find fault, than fro rn any real dinike to Jin ; for 

• D 3 wa$ 
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was that our abhorrence, we fhould certainly be care1 

ful -te remove it from our own pracrice. But though 
Sir John was undoubtedly very blan1eable, and loft 
:half the merit of his good action by the 11Rkind 
manner of doing it; yet furely you h.ive adjudged 
:him rather too fevere a puni{hment, confidering tha t 
:his c,ime confifl:ed principally in \Vant of politenefi or a 
graceful mann er of behavionr. No-but, Sir, rejoined 
Charin, it was fo abom:°lzably ungenerous to infult a 
poor man for his mi.rjr,rt:mes, and tell him they were his 
fault! ; I am fore I think poor Ratlodge muft hate him 
for hi s houfe inCT.e,,d of :]1ar:k him. 

lf. Ratlfrlge was a good rn,m, rep}ird 1\.1 r. Rotc/fr,rd, 
11e would know it i~ very wrong to hate any bod 1 , 

mud1 iefs fhou1d he feel foch r~fentmen c again It a per­
fon who had fo gre:1t:y afE:led him, and put it into his 
power again to carry :1 his ln:f!nefs, and maintain his 
wife and family. He ,vould Lhercfore confider it as ks 
l11ty to be gratiful fo1 the favor he had recei,·ed; at 
che fame time the unkind man11cr in w1Ech it was be. 
flowed, wou~d doubt!efs prevent his erer feeling any 
/eve or aj/,Jlio11 toward~ hi:; haughty cenefaftor; n:1d 
ic would be imJKffible frr the pleafing thought of liv­
:ing in tis houfe free ficrn rent to ccn.e into his mind; 
without at the fame tiinr·, the recol'e8.ion of the 1,u­

.~en::rcus, rnde behavionr ()/ Sir 'Jol11 likewife pref..'r:,ing 
-i.delf; ::.11d t11us, th').1gh he cu1d not but :-~iri(e i.1 
the gifr, h';! con.cl fre; no gre.'.lt cordi,diry tow:i;·Js 
-t'-ie gi<Ver. On the o~!icr kind, ,,. hcnever the recol­
,r,i':1.ion of r,'1.t. Jam,s D~da:'s cond .. c1·prdcntcJ it'-P)f, 

he 

ly 
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he would feel his heart glow with· gratit;tde, and· 

fincere affrction towards the man who had fo kin<l~, 
ly relieved him in his dillrefs, and fo humanely co{r,' 

Jelled for him that affiftance, which he was -himfc1f· 
-

unable to befiow. So prodigiou!ly engaging is a. 

mild affable behaviour. i • • 

Te the man who conducts himfelf with confl:ant ;ci., 

vility and politenefs to all he converfes with, almAlJ. 

every body will be ready to give a good character .; 

and if they difcover any little errors in his lifr, will be 1 

defirous to excufe, inftead of expofe them. \Vherea.., 

he who, mindful of no one's inclinations but his own , 

hoori0ily neglects every little office of civility, will be 

fore to make almoft as many enemies as he has compa­

nions; and far from overlooking his failings, they will 

even be apt to c~nfure his beft deeds (as you Cbadn do 

Sir Jolw's bounty) becaufe fo over-clouded by the 

difagreeable manner of performing them . Of fuch 

great, fuch material confequence is i t, my dears, to be 

ci•-uil and polite, or what Saint Pa:d c:111s, to be 

COltr ftGtU. 

Only confolt your own hearts, who are ~he peop:e 

you love and admire moll:, and you will be fure to find 

that it is tho(e who beb;H·e wirh kindnr./$, and cicvilrJ. 

Jack Hind is a boy, who I verily belieYe poffeffes many 

good qu'.llities, and I have fo good an opin1011 of hun 

as to think he would not commit what h~ tLou oht a 
C, 

bad action npon any account; at th e fame time hi , 

manners are fo <lifagreeable, and hi s beh:wiour fo rucl~ 

and unpolite that he appears a d/g:!,7:•,J, inf'tead of 1 

D 4 p:'uv•?;-;_r-: 
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pleajing companion. I will not pretend to fay there 
was any thing wicked or Jinful in his running to the 
plate of cake the moment he came in, to take Jirfl choice, 
as he called it, and then turning every flice round, to 
fee which looked the largeft and beft; but it certainly 
was very rude, and had a very ungentlemanlike ap­
pe2rance. So again, when he drew his chair clofe to 
the fire, before all the reft of the company, becaufe he 
was cold, and then fat laughing at his own ungraceful­
nefs ; though there was no actual Jin in it, yet fureiy 
it rendered him difagreeaMe; and every one who 
was witnefs to that and his other equally uncivil 
actions, could not avoid condemning him; and every 
time they think of him, or hear his name mention­
ed, they will inftant1y recollelt: alfo that he is "ne of 
thofe perfons, who, though perhaps poffeffed of many 
good qualities, will never make a pleafant companion. 

Pray, papa, enquired !11a,y, was it not Jack Hmd 
who threw the fhrimp£ at you when you dined there? 
Yes, my dear, replied Mr. Rotchford. Threw Jhrimp,· 
at yon ! faid Mrs. Blifield, I beg I may hear how that 
happened, for they feem flrange fort of creatures to 
make balls of? Strange indeed~ Madam, Mr. Rotcbfcrd 
refomed, but fo it was. One d<iy they were a corner 
difh when I was dining at Ivir. Hind 's; and as Mailer 
Yohn fat next them, I begged the favor of him to help 
me to a few; ·he direclly, without any fpoon, grafped 
a handfol, and threw them acrofs the table into my 
plate; that is, fame of them, for others were fcattere<l 
xn their journey, and fell into different dilli es , and 

upon 
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upon the table-cloth, which he very gravely, as if not 

at all fenfible that he had been any ways to blame, 

reached his arm as far as he could ftretch, to gather 

up again, and ac1:u::i.1ly put his thumb and finger into a 

boat foll of gravy to pick out one which had fallen 

therein, and then faid to me, Htre, hold yollr plate, Sir., 

and I \\ill g\:e 1ou thefe wl1ich I ha,·e got in my hand. 

And did you hold your plate, papa? faid Charla. 

No, my love, replied Mr. Rotclfcrd, I cannot fay I 

liked the thought o. ea ing what he had fo clofely held 

fqueezed up in hi s hand; we .fhould never h:mdle what 

another perfon is to e:; t, it does not look neat; and 

whrn I f1w he di( 1:n~ mrnd putting his finger into 

the gra'>y, and tak'ng t'.le .fhrirnps in that manner, I 

could not fupprfe that he much regnded whether his 

h,nds were dum or not, an J therefore declined fending 

for any more. 

DiJ his f; 1 thcr or mcther take any notice of his doing 

fo? enquired Charlts. l bel:e"e, faid Mr. Rotch.ford, 

his father faid, 0 .' f )r / hrm:t ! 'Jack ; bll t I clo not 

recollect any farth er noticl.! being taken of it, for 

which I thought them much to blame; for if they do 

not tell him of his errors, I know not how he will 

e\'er amend: and the next time perhaps, he may hand 

a joint of meat, or a pudding in the fame elegant man­

ner. But th:it would fo greafe his fingers, faid Kitf)•, 

that I think he would difiike it. 0 ! rejoined. her fa­

ther, that would be no oLjecl:ion at all, for I promife 

you he is yery eafy on that head; he ufes his fingers al­

mofl as much as his knife and fork, and grafps a bone 
m 
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in his hand whilft he gnaws it, and greafes his cheeks 
from ear to ear, without the Ieall: apprehenfion of be­
ing injured by it. 

vVell, to be fore, faid Charles, I mnft confefs I do 
hke to gnaw· a bone <vnjlly, and at fchool we always do; 
you have no objection to my doing it tbere, have you, 
Sir? No, not I, Charles, replied Mr. Rotchford, if it 
is the cujlom of the place, and you chufe to do it, pro­
vided you take care nc,·er to offend in that manner 
againit politnefs when at any other table: at fchool, I 
believe, all pretenfions to gen t ility are laid afide; are 
they not? and it woul<l there be even thought a re­
proach to pay any attention to the Graen. Yes, that 
fore enough it ,:i;•otild, replied Char/rs; there is one 
boy \\ ho ai1"ays goes by the name of Sir Supplfjack, 
becaufc when he firft came, he ufed to make bows to 
IVI1. Chiron, and all the uihers, e,·ery time they gave 
3i1y thing into hi s hand, or fpoke to him ; and called 
the boys Sir, or, the young gent:'emCJI, when he fpoke of 
them. But he was foon laughed oucof his civility, and 
1s now one of the rough efi: hears in the whole fchool ; 
but if he continues th(:'re thefe hundred years, he }Vill 
never lofe his title of Sir Supplrjack, I warrant him. 

Aye, faid Mr. Rctchford, I know fchools are firange 
fort of hear-gardens indeed; and as it is the n:lture of 
a1l th e ,,,i ld mbs in them, to laugh at, and deride every 
o ne who appears a little more c:ivili~ed or humanized 
than themfclves, I would not wifh you, whilfi: therf', 
to fet up for a reformer in th:u refpeCt, or make yo11r­
f1: if a panicl!lar characler , by an unufual degree of 

politc•1efs. 
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politenefs. There is an old proverb you know, Charles, 

that, When we are at Rome, we rnuft do as they do at 

Ro111e; that i~, comply with the cuftoms of the place 

we live in, provided they are in11oa11t: if they are not, 

whatever part of the world we are at, whatever fociety 

we are with, we are no longer to conform to cujlom; 

for the moment any pracl:ice ceafes to be innocent, 

that moment it becomes the duty of every virtuous 

perfon to forfake it; and though he !lands fingly in 

oppofition to the whole world, fiill he ought to dif­

regard their dn·ijion and their threatening, ra.ther 

than comply with what he knows to be wrong, or in 

the lcafr degree contrary to the will of God. 

For a perfon to render him felf remarkaMe by any 

particulari ty of behaviour in things indifferent ; and 

like Mr. Go/wit, wear the fkirt of his coat down to his 

~nclcs, whether it is the fafhion to have them fhort or 

not, becaufe he likes it: or like Mr. Nn.uby, lay it 

down as an invariable rule, to make three bows upon 

his entrance of any apartment, whether crowd ed with 

guefl:s, or abfolute-ly empty, becaufe it is his way; 

and alway s to have his plates at dinn er heated pecu­

li arly hot for him , for the fame reafon, becaufo it is his 

•way ; and his ciuay like'.vi[e to have a napkin and water 

brought him in the middle of the afternoon t0 wan1 his 

hands. There, and the like particularities, may j uHly 

exci te the ridicule of all beholders; and whatever un­

derfbnding thole who praftice them m,1y poffofs, they 

certainly difco,·er great rc.,,,aut of f-:nfe in foch i,1-

fiances; fince no tr.i!y wife pcrfon would wi!h to be 

difl.ingl1ifi1cd 
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difiinguifhed from the reft of mankind , by fo ridiculoui· 

and i11jignt/jcant a token. But to be pointed out de­
jer'Ved!y, as the rnofl upright, the mofl: rvfrtuous, the 
moft dijinterejled, the moil: candid, the mo.fl: charitable, or 
the mofi learned of men, are diftinctions which muft re­
flect honor to whomfoever they can be applied; and 

far from di/gracing, are the only j uft mean of ennobling 

the character of man. 

Titles of difl:inction are but empty names ; the man 

dignified by the higheft, may be as deferving of con­

tempt as the pooreft of the human race. The appella­

tion of Duke or Lord, no more enfures ejleem, approba­
tion, or locve, than that of a chimney-_f<u.;eepcr, or a coMer: 

more outward refpecc may indeed be paid to them, 

wealth and grand ure will always meet with jitbmij/ion 

~nd ceremc11iow regard. But it is goodnefs, Charles, it 
is <virt11e alene, that can ever gain the real !o'Ve, ejleem, 
and approbation of the heart. And depend upon it 
my boy, however religion and virtue may be laughed 
at by the inconfiderate and the wicked, it will always 

be rcfpected by the '1.Vije and rivorthy part of mankind; 

and it is the judgment of fuch alone we need give our­

felves 3ny concern about. 

To be applauded by the vile and foolijh part of the 
world, can furely afford no fatisfattion to a fenfible 

mind; on the contrary, if a man finds himfclf careffed 
by the worthiefs, he has great reafon to fofpecc his 
own conduct mufl be fadly faulty. Refolutely there .. 

fore, my children, for I {peak to yon all (though 

Charin, from mixing with fo many 60-ys at fchool, is 
!11 .. 
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in more danger of being led aftray) 1-r.foluiely pnrfue 

the path of virtue, it is the only one that leads to honor; 

and being once informed in your minds of what is 

,·ight to be done~ never hefitate a moment to perform 

it. Happinefi is the univerfal wi!h of every human 

heart; but of this you may be confident, there is no 

happinefs without goodnef.r. To be good is the only 

way to be happy. Do not, however, mifunderfl:and 

me, or think that virtue will fhield you from every 

difficulty and care; for fuch a ftate of eafc· is not the 

portion of any being upon earth. Sorrows and afllic­

tion of fome fort or other, are the unavoidable lot of 

every iiv ing creature; ancl a pcrfon may as well ex peel 

to fly through the ajr, as to think of p,d1ing through 

this world, without meeting many and vai ious cala­

m1t1es. From the fall of Adam, t0 the prefcnt time, 

no perfon h:ls wholly efcaped: Solomon long ago made 

the franc obferv;i.tion, and declared, '' That man was as 

certainly born to trouk>le, as the fparks of fire fly up-

ward." 
But, papa, interrupted Kitty, I thought you faid, if 

peop1e were good they r;,,,;ou/d be h-.ppy? So my lo\ e, 

nplicd Mr~ Rotclford, they will be in comparifon of 

the wickeJ; and as happy as this life will permit: 

but pnfed and com plcte happinefs,. iDt!.)• 1 is never en­

joyed by any one on earth. In Heaven aloi1e is foch, 

felicity to be found, a;id none but the good and vir­

tuous fba11 ever be admitted there; con{eqnently none 

but the good and virtu,, us, can have the comfort of 

knowin
6 

that they !ball fomc cime or ,. '\.I, SJ cn_loy it. 
tt 
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It is this thought which makes good people fo much 
happier than the wicked, even fuppofing they fhould 
both be affiitled with the fame difheffos . Suppofe 
now a good perfon, and a wicked one, were 00th fick, 
both confined to their bed, and unable to partake of 
any amufement. How different would be their fituation, 
though their difiemper fhcuid be the fame, and rage 
with equal violence in each. The good perfon, who 
has alwa·ys been ufed to fubmit quietly to thofo income­
niences which he could not avoid; who has been taught . 
to trufl: in God, and depend upon his doing 1,,-..hat 
is hen for all his crc:aturcs, will Lie patient and re­
figned; and though pre, ented from partaking of 
any kind of amufement, 01 purfuing any emplo) mc- r:r, 
Hill his O\Vl1 thoughts, when he reflects upon the 
k indnefs .and mercy of God, will afford l1im much 
comfort and pleafing confolc1tion, 1 he pains and 
uneafinefs of the body he cannot avoid feeling; bu t 
then his mimlwill be fo calm and compo!ed, and he \vill 
find foch fatisfaction in the review of l1is pafl: life, 
which has been fpent agreea-ble lo the will of God; 
fuch joy and delight in the hope of the hr:ppincf:; 
which he 01all receive in Hea\_en, in cafo it Jl1011ld 
pleafc God that his fick-nefa 1hould prove mortal; foch 
peace and chcerfolnefs ,, ill he feel in his bofom ; tliat 
even in the time of ficknefs and bodily foffering, nry 
far exceed any plcarure the wicked can ever, in their 
gaycll: moments, experience. But if you behold the 
wicked when deprived by illncfs of thofe pleafurcs, 
which they thoughtlefsly purfued \\ hen in high 
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health and fpirits ; you will always find them melan­

choly and wretched, beyond any thing I can defcribe 

to you. Con/cience, whofe advice they have before 

neglecled to attend to, will then moft feverely torture 

them ; confined to their bed by pain and weaknefs, 

they will find it irnpoffible to run to amufmients and 

merry companions for diverfion, and to fl:op the torments 

which their own reflection occafions: for inftead of 

being able, like the virtuous perfon when fick, to look 

back upon their paft lives with coJJifr,rt and Jatisfac?iin, 

the reccl'.eftion of their numerous tranfgrefiions will 

caufe the.,1 tlie moll: dreadfol fuff(!ring, fince they will 

be fenfi:,lc t 11at they mu!l h:ive made God angry with 

them ; c:.nd if they ilnuld now die, before they h:tve 

fincerel} repented and amendcJ their ways, the.y know 

they fh:ill not be admitted to the joys of Heaven; but 

,on the contrary, be doomed to the moft inexprefiible 

to1ment <;. This thought, you may well fuppo(e, fills 

thc·r hea1ts with fiar and bcrror, makes the thou 6ht 

. of death terrible to them, and robs them of every mo­

ment' s eafe which otherwife, peihap~, their dil1emper 

might allow them. Added to all this, they arc impa­

tl.iJt, fretful, and crojj at t 11cir confinement; and I 

think, my dears-, by your own experience you rmd: 

kn ,)w , that pcrfons who are frr"tful, a1' d o:tt of hvmour, 

can never feel comfortable and happ}·, C\ e,n though they 

have no pains of the bo<ly to add to cheir uncaGncfs. 

And thus, in every Ji 1lrefs \\ hich Im .nan nature is liable 

to, the wicked will feel it with ten thoufand times 

more fcvcrity than the righteous; fince, ,vhen their 

-..vorldly 
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11tvorldly pleafaru leave them, they lofe all their joy and 

comfort, and have no hopei; of future happinefs to 

revive and cheer their fpirits: whereas, the good man 

in the greateft trouble which can poilibly befal him, 

has the promife of the Almighty God to depend upon, 

that if he bears his diftrefs pati'tntly, and behaves 

1·ight; he ihall, in a far bet,er world than this, be 

rewarded with everlafting joy; he ihall be admitted 

into the glorious kingdom of God, where he Jhall 

po!Tefs all he can defire, and nervtr, never feel any pain, 

forro<iv, or difappoi11tment more, but be made equal t9 

the angelsof God. Might I not, therefore, Kitty, 

juftly fay, that to be good is the certain and only ,vay 

to be happy? Efpecially when virtue, in the common 

courfe of things, is the rnofi: likely mean to procure 

worldly comfort. You all, at prefent, my dears, are 

young and <ue1y i$nora11t; }OU know nothing as yet of 

the world .i few are your acquain lance, and of thofo 

few you can form but very imper feel: j ud6 rnents. Yet 

young and ignorant as you arc, confult }Our own little 

cxpcr~ence, and fee who amongfl. tho{e )'OU know apo 

re, r to be the moll: h appy ? Thofc whofc morals and 

tempt'rs are the /; fl, m,· the <worji? And in the firfi in~ 

ftance, does Mr. Dacv.,fon appear to alt from that law 

of kindnefs which our Saviour has declared to be necef­

fary towards forming the character of a fincere Chrif­

tion? Does he appear mild and gentle? Does he 

appear to confider the comfort and fi,.tisfaclion of 

others? and does he appear hapf_y and contenttd in 

himjelf? No.1 that I am fitre he does not, was infiantly 

re-
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repeated by all. And yet, rejoined Mr. Rotchford, 

is Mr. Dawfin far from being regarded as a wicked 

man. Only think, therefore, if the defe8: in his tern­

pe,t can fa fpoil his comfort and peace, how wretched 

mull thofe be, who proceed ftill farther in guilt; 

for you may be confidently aifured of this truth, that 

every fault a perfon commits, is certain to plant frefh 
uneafinefs in his mind, and rob him of a degree of 
happinefs which he before enjoyed. How mifirable 

then mu!1: thofe be, who will perfill: in doing \.·nong ! 

Now, my dears, from the ch~raEters I have given you 

()f -Sir John, and 1\/Ir. James Docket, which do you 

t~.ink appc·'red the happieH: man? I\fr. Bock.et, to be 

fore ( they all \Vi th one voice replied.) And who 

?ippea rs the haf pieil ; (you will excufe me, Madam, 

faid Mr. Rctrhford, bowing to Mrs. Blijield,) youP 

gr~ndfather and grandmother, or old Mr. and Mrs. 

'I1w.:rk? 0 ! my grand papa and grandmamma, a 

great deal, was again the reply from all. I will tell you 

what renders them fo, faid lVIr. Rot(hford, they hclxe 

~!!ways endeavoured to feek for happinefs by being 

gaol. In their youth they <liligently performed thofe 

Jutie" which are required of the young; they were 

obedient and affectionate to their parents, refpectful to 

all their infiructors, kind and obliging to their equals, 

and civil and courteous to all. w-hen they proceeded 

farther in life, and ha<l families of their own to pro. 
vide for and infl:ruct, with diligence they then at­

tcn<lcd to thofe dutie.:i required of parents; they edu-

V or... I. E catcd 
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4:_ated their children fuitablc to their fituation in life; 

~nd taught them firft, and ntoc;;e all things, to " Re-c 

member their Creator in the days of their youth;" 

llim., and keep his commandments. i\ r.d now that 

they are advanced far in years, and come to that 

-period when life begin !> to lofe every relifh, how 

amiable! how pleafing is their conduct! Their pains 

:ind infirmities arc not fewer, or 1efs than thofc of Mr. 

and Mrs. CJ'rimick; but how differently do they fopport 

them? \Vhen their eyes grO\-✓ tired of reading or work­

:rng, they quietly quit the employment; but do not, 

like them, grumbli and fret at the miferies of age: 

neither when tired of walking, do they rtpine at 

their wcaknefs; and by their perpetual complaints, 

appear almoft to rcproarh Providence for granting 

them fo long a life. On the contrary, they are 

~]ways cberrful \\ hen blefli::.tl with freedom fror.i 

p::im, and pntinzt \vhcn afililltd with it. They know 

God fen t them in to the ,vorld to do all the good 

that they could, w!.1ch they always enciearoured :o GO:, 

~.nd. have thetefore nothing to fear frD:n fre approacl1 

of death; but let it ccIBe whrn it \.,ill, have un­

doubted trufi: that it will conduct them to immortal 

joys. \VeH ! upon my ,vord, fai<l Mrs. Blfrld, yo.1 

have let ;:our tongue run on finely now: little did I 

think, v,·hen you begged I wot.:ld exr::_/r: yell, what you 

wHe ~ning to h:· ; ar ci r foppof.:'} on think I am too 

r;/d tc, blufh: as ti11t i~ the c~Je, I " ill not ccntradicl: 

you. I will c ,nfefs to this 1.vmp::ny what I \,Ouid. 

.not to any l:efi<les, that I ha7.!t always tried to dt:r my 
duty 
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luty in every fiage of life through which I have paficd; 
and thank God, I do, as you fay, enjoy the bleffed 
fruits of it, in the hope of foon partaking of a glorious 
immortality. Mr. Blijield and myfelf, excepting the 
rheumatifm, are both, the Lord be praifed, tolerably 

free from pain; weak, feeble, blind 1 deaf, and 
helplefs enough we are; but ftill we have part of 

our fenfes left, ancl that is a great happinefs at our 
time of life: I am fore I efi:eem it foY and ftrange as 
you may think it, I w0uld not change places with the 

moft beautiful lafs, blooming in all her prlme, that 
the whole world can produce. Do not you think, my 
dears, that I rn ufi: be a fl:rang e woman, to have foch 
a comical tafle, as to prefer my ugly old form to that of 
a young beauty? Why, indeed, grandmarnma, re­
plied Harriot, to fpeak the truth, l do; I am fore I 
/9ve you very dearly, but I cannot help faying, I won­
der you do not think Mifs Cinara looks as if you 
would like to change perfons with her. Well! to be 
fore, returned Mrs. Blijicld, frniling, I m~fi: confeL 

you have thought of a young lady, who does rathe.· 
furpafs me in comelinefs: Mifs Cmara, I thillk, is 

reckoned a heauty ; and I do· noc fancy any one upon 
e:.irth celebrates me for one ; but you kn0w, ju ll now t 
told you, I was a little hliudijh, and fo perhaps I ct.n 
not fee all my O\Vn wrinkles a 1d deformities; do no 

you think that mufl be the reafon of my making foch .., 

1hange fpeech, my cear ?' Indeed, madam) faid Barrio:_ 
I cannot gnefs cuhat was your reafon, but Ithink you. 
muft be qui~e blind inilead of only llimd£ih1 not to 

E z .fe: 
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fee Mifs Cinarn look rvaJlly pretty. Why then, my child, 

replied Mrs. Blijield, I will tell you my reafon, and 

explain what I meant, Do not think me fo blind, or 

fo fooli!h, as not to fee and know that Mifs Cinara, 

and a hundred other MiJfes, are very pretty, and my­

fe1f otherwife. But beauty of perfon my love, though 

it is certainly very p1eafing to behold, can give no re:i.l 

happinefs to thofe who poffefs it; it can neither pre­

vent the pain of ficknefs, nor defend th~ heart from 

feeling all thofe troubles to which human nature is 

fubjeft. Do you think, Hc:rriot, thofe rofy cheeks of 

yours, would prevent your feeling farrow, if your 

parents, or brother, er fifiers were to die ? Or if you 

were to tumble down and break your arm, would it 

foffer lef.:; p~1n, do you fuppofc, becaufe it is fair and 

plump, than if it was brown and worfe fhaped? Ko! 

no, my love ; heau~y of pet/rm cannot defend us from 

farrow, or fuffering; neither can ~t forniih any degree 

of happincfs to the heart. As your p:'\pa has j uft been 

telling you, happinefs is only to be found in the path 

of <Uirtue. A quid confcience is a greater bleffing th:m 

~11 the beau!)•, r:.chcs, or grandeur in the world: and 

1 th:i.nk my God, that my confcience is very eafy ; fa 

eafy, that as J faid before, I would not change pbces 

with any young perfvn in the world; for I do not 

know how their minds may feel, or what trouble s they 

may have to bear: and though they may be very pretty 

and much admired, flill I am of that poet's opinion, \\ ho 

faid ; 
" One filf-appro<L•ing hcur, cwhole ) 'ears cut'>veiths 

'' 0 f fl upid fl arer j' and of'°"" /;ztZ-':..{U. r Op f. 
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So now do you underftand me, my dears ? Do you 

comprehend <tvby I would not c11ange my age and de­

formities for Mifs Cinara's youth and beauty? Not 

that I mean to infer any thing againfl: the goodne.fs of 

that young lady; for I know not any thing of her; 

but that fhe is ha1:dfome, and has, therefore, more 

tern ptations to vanity than I have; and is J101mg, and, 

therefore, in all probability, more trials and difficulties 

to ftruggle with than I fhall now meet with between 

this and the grave; for though I fit chattering here 

now as fall as a magpie, it will be but a little while 

before f fhall be fdent, and go to ~ye-bye in my coffiu. 

l\s fhe fpoke thefe words, a. tear fell from the eye of 

Mrs. Ratchford, upon the neck of her youngeH: boy, 

who was fitting in her lap; the words which called it 

forth were fpoken in fo lively a tone of voice, that he 

,.., a~ ignorant cv.;hy fhe wept; and looking up in his 

mother's face, called out, Mamma is not well! what 

is the matter, mamrna? why do you cry? and infrantly 

his own tears fiarted to his eyes, overpowered by his 

tender aifetlion towards his mother, who he fuppofed 

to be in trouble. 1\/Irs, Ruchfo1·d, who wifhed not to 

have her emotions obferved by her mother, gently en­

deavoured to fiop his enquiries, by telling him fue 

was perfectly well; that nothing was the matter with 

her; and begging he wonld be filent that fhe might 

c1ttcnd to what his grandmamma was faying. But 

little George, who, though poffeffed of the moil: fenfible 

heart, was yet too young to know from whence his 

feelings proceeded, could not be fo eafily quiete<l 

ll 3 whilit 
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whilit he thought his mother in difirefs, and therefore 

repeated his enquiries of, What is the matter, mam­

rna? why do you cry r papa! grandmamma ! pray 

come to my mamma, and fay fornething to her, and 

flop her crying. Iv1rs. Rotchford now found it im­
pofiible to conceal her tears, which the lovely tender­

nefs of her fon had made to flow Hill more abund;mt­

Jy; and preffing him with the warmefi: affeclion to her 

bofom, fhe faid, George, how you have expofed me by 

yeur fond enquiries! nothing, my love, ails me; I am 

very well; but your grandmamma's lafi fpeech over­

powered me; and, as you fometimes fay, 1 could not 

help crying; but I did not wi{h any body to fee it; 

and if you, you little fellow, had held your tongue, I 

fhould have wiped them av,ay, and nobody would 

have feen a fingle tear. 

\Vell, wipe them away now, my love, faid Mrs. 

,Eli.field, [ did not mean to pain you by mentioning 

my death; the feparation of friend, is, to be fore, a 

melancholy thought; and when people have led vir­

tuous lives, that is the only one which can give them 

any une:dinefs at the approach of death. But fl:ill we 

fuould endeavour to overcome it, by reflecling upon 

the happine[s to which we fhall be admitted after we 

leave thefe flefhly bodies, that is, if we have been 

good, for without goodnefs, no one fhaII ever tafi:e of 

joy. To be fore, the thought of leaving all one's 

friends., without knowing what will become of them 

when we are gone, is a little difmal; but then we 

lhould comfort ourfelves with the kr10wledge, that, 

al though 

tt 

0 

\T 



'11:,e Fa.lEN OLIY CouwssLL01'., 5 i 

.a1though rw, leave them, yet God will not; he will 

always continue to he .their helper and defender; he will 

-never leave them, or for one moment neglect to watch 

over them, and order all things for their good, pro­

vided they do but love and obey him to their lives 

end. 
Thefe kind of thoughts will mightily cheer our hearts 

when we ourfelves approach towards our end: and 

when thofe we beft love die before us., the fame thought 

of God's goodnefs f11ould then alfo comfort and confole 

our hearts for their departure. For, if we really love 

them, mu!l ,..,e not be glad that they are happy? muft 

we not rejoice to know that all their toil and troubles 

a:.e at an end? that they will never meet with any 

more difficulties; never feel any pain of body or un­

e~Gnefs of mind; but be completely and eternall,­

bleffed? Thefe confiderations, my dear children, if 

we love a perfon, will help prodigiou!ly to comfort us 

for their departure ; and thefe confiderations, my dear 

:A1olly, faid fhe, turning herfelf to her daughter, will) I 

am fore, dry ) '()Ur tears, when, as I jufl now faid, I am 

put to hye-hye in my coffin. 

Here I am at -prefent a pcor, darepit, Jechle, old 

woman; but when once this body is laid in the duft,, 

my foul fhall
1 

I humbly trufr, return to the God who 

made it, freed from every encumbrance of this frail 

:fle{h, and enjoy in his prefence that fullne[s of happinrfi., 

which, whilfl we are upon earth, we are not even able 

to imagine or fuppofc. 0 ! my beloved children ! 

·young as you are, let me perfuade you iteadily to pur-

E 4 fC1~ 
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foe the path of virtue; be a1Tured it is the only coarf« 
that can procure you happinefi. Let not the temptation 
of pleafare or profit, or any thing upon earth, ever pre-
1•ail upon you to do a wrong atlion; for depend upon 
it, :however you may difregard it at the moment of 
doing it, the time will come, when you will be forry 
for your folly, and feel much more pain from the 
1hought of having acle<l wrong, than it ever afforded 
you pleafore in the doing. To conform to the diclates 

· ()f ,·irtue may jo!lutimeJ be di.fficult; but it is always 
gl&rious; it may require rifolution; but a human crea­
ture rzvithrmt refolution, is a conttmptzNe being, and 
foch as, 1 trufr, any of you would fcorn to be. A boy 
without <0urag·e and refolutio11 every body mun defpifc: 

..:i. coward is always frorncd ; and what a d.:tf!ard doe, 
be prove himfelf, \s ho has not rf_/olutiOJt to do right ; 
~•,1 110 is nfraid of being Iaughed at by ·filly people, and 
therefore has not coura_:;;e enough to refrain from doing 
,wrong. Shame! fhame ! upon fuch characrers, they 
m ay h/1/ltr and fight, as much as they pleafe, but till 
they have m;1gnanimity to ac1 as they 01.1~!.-t to do, they 
;.re no better than d:-d1ardly bullies. lfomm and girls 
;;kc wife have ~s much nccefiicy for tn1e fortitude as 

· tLe other fex: bccaufe for females to yield to tc;np:a­
rioP~ is as gre:..t a crime in their fex as in the other. I 
have r:o notion, for my part, of people perpetually acl­
-i11g wrong, putting themfelves in paflions, being out 
of humour, and committing a hundred bad aclions, 
bccaufe they cannot help it. guch a plea is ridiculous 
i1eople rnn hel,.o it, if they pleafe: every body may 
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:tcquire refolution if they try, and ea.rnefl:Iy endeavour 

to gain it. But if they do not attempt it, and take 

no pains about the matter, but content thernfelves 

with faying they cannot, then, t~ be fore, they never 

will; but great things, I know, are to be done by re .. 

folution. 

I remember, when I \Vas a girl, I had a little book, I 

forget what the name of it was, yet I kP.ow there were 

a great many different pieces of poetry, and little 

ftories in it; I quite forget what the title of it was, but 

I recollect a few lines that are quite applicable to our 

prefent fubjecr, though I believe I was not above fcven 

· or eight years old when I learned them: 

" By refolution, much ma_y be tilch:e"J'tl, 

"Far more than, atjitjt thought, could be lr!ie•v'd; 

" And things that do mojl difficu!t apptar, 

" w·hen only "t•inv'd '1.Uith eyes of coward fear) 

" Shall eajj grow; wbm cnce the honefl heart 

"Rej:f.ves alcne to aEt the virtuous part. 

'• F er virtue courage to the mind Jha!l lmd, 

· '' And ft om hafa fear the upright faul defend. 

" Swut confcious innocence the breajf Jhall calllt:, 

et And c<rJery trouMe, every '1.JJOe difarm; 

" Iviean , CO\, ard Fear Jhall ha'Ve no po-ruer to r..t,·ounu: 

" rrh~Je ,v..:ho to virtue jlill are fnithf:d fa;md." 

There is a good <leal more of it, but r cannot repeat 

it. I thought I could, but I am rnifraken, I think 

ther~ 
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there is fomething very pretty, and j.uft in thofe lines! 
Do not you Mr. Rotchford.! 

Indeed, madam, replied Mr. Rotchford, I think the 

fentiments of them are very good:, and very true; for 
-certain it is, nothing can infpire fuch firm, undaunted 

courage, and refolution as cvirtue; in fhort, without it 
there can be no true courage. People, as you jufi: now 

obferved, may Mufler and fight; but fuch actions de­

ferv.:! 110 better name than that of rajhmfi; for a man 

of virtue mufl. be a man of real bravery and unfiiaken 

fortitude. Every hold, .daring fellow, puibed forward to 

enterpri[e by rajhnefi and pa.!Jiou, is far from deferving 

the ·epithet of 6rave or cvalicmt: and it is a great mif­

fortune to this nation, that the fame words are fo fre­

quently made ufo of to exprefs the godlike rvirtues of 

com·age, magnanimity, fortitude and bra'Vcr;1 ; and the 

hdl-bQrll cvice.s of rajhnefi, pajJirill, rage and impudmce. 

Hence it is, that every impetuous blockhead, with 

.flrength of body fufficient to enable him to fight, aifumes 

the title of being cwrageous; and thinks, becaufe, 

like an hedge-hog, he can annoy any one who offends 

bim, that he is therefore deforving of being thought 

'1ra-ve and 'Valiant . Whcieas, it will (onfiantly be 

found, that people in reality poifeffed of thofe qualities, 

are the moft backward either to give, or re fen t an in­

jury; efleeming every trifling private pique as far too 

infignificant for their refentment. Every child, every 

vulgar prrfon, every common labourer, knows how to 

be angry, to fight, and refint an af!r@n t; but it is the 
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truly great and noble mind alone, that knows how to 

forgi<Ue and di/regard it. 

, ., Cowards are cruel, !mt the brave 

n Lorve met·c_;, a~d delight to /arve." 

Thofe are two excellent lines, Charles, well worthy of 

your notice; for cruelty and inhumanity, I believe, will 

__ ever be found the attendants upon cowardice and mean­

nefi of fpirit; and they are, in my opinion, vices that 

difgrace human nature beneath the brute part of the 

creation. If bcafl:s or birds kill and devour each. 

other, it is with an intent to fatisfy their hunger; 

but nerer do they wantonly torment and affiiet tho:e 

leifer animals which fall within their power. That 

fpecies of cruelty is prattifed alone by man. But let 

him not flatter himfelf, bccaufe thofe he ill treats 

have it not in their power to rnenge themjef.ves, that 

he Hands for that reafon excufed for his barbarity. 

For as certain as it required the power of an Almighty 

Being to create their living bcdics ; fo certainly is it 

-difpleafing in his fight to behold them hurt, ah,ifed and 

tormented. 

Goo was plea fed from the fidl: beginning of the 

\vorld, to give the human r:ice dominion over the 

beans of the field, the birds of the air, the fi{hes of the 

fea, and every other living creature: but then that 

dominion was to be exercifed with mercy, and his fu­

periority to be <lifplayed by the practice of fuperior 

qualities: and if he was conftituted their Lord, he was 

a-.fo to be their protffior and their btlper. When, thereo 

fore,i 
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fore, he wantonly takes away their iives, or efpeciaIIy, 

when he needlef~ly inflict:~ any degree of pain upon 

them, he abufcs the power intrufl:ed to him, and 

rroves himfelf unmindful of his, an<l of thetr Creator's 

~,ill: for the fame God, my children, who made man­

kind, made the rninuteft i-,,.fill alfo; and, therefore, 

cannot lrnt be dif plea fed to fee them tormented, and 

rendered miferable, by that f pecies of his creatures, 

to whom he has given rcefon and underjlanding, and the 

capacity of refleEling upon all the wonderful things 

they behold; all of which were created by his power. 

"fhe fcriptures a/fore us, that, H He prefer,;eth both 

man and 6eajl ;" and that " His mercy is over all his 

works." But we rn ufi again defer our farther conver­

fation upon this, or any other fubjcEl till another time, 

.is your ufual bed-time is already pafl:. And my bed~ 

time too, will be likewife palr, faid Mrs. Blijield, before 

J get home, if James does not make hafte and put his 

horfes to. Jufl: as ihe faid thefe words, her coach drove 

to the door, then taking leave of Mr. and M,s. Rotcl:­

f,rd, and her grandchildren; and reminding them !he 

iliould fend to fetch them on the Cf hwfday following, 

ilie went away, and the young folk all ran up ftairs 

to bed. 
The next morning, when the family were affembled 

to brcakfafl:, Charin was miffing, nor di<l he return 

till that meal was concluded; \\ hen he entered the 

room, co, ered with dirt and blood, and his eyes al­

molt beat out of his head. His appearance much fur­

prifcd hi:} -father ;md mother, \Yho both, .is with one 
voice, 
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voice, enquired, \Vhat was the ?latter with him? 

where he had been r and with whom fighting? Why, 

indeed, replied he, I do not know who it is I have 

been fighting with; but he was a bigger boy than me 

a great deal. I cannot tell his name, but I know he 

lives down er rwijlly-lane ; for I have often feen him in 

a houfe there. And what, enquired Mr. Rotchford, 

could induce you, Charles, to fight with a boy who 

lives down Tcwijlly-lane, and of whofe name you are 

not even informed? What can you fay to juftify 

yourfelf? You are not ignorant of my fentirnents upon 

the fubject of quarrelling and fighting. lt was but yefier­

d:iy, Charles, I expofl:ulated rather largely upon it. I 

confefs, I {hould not have fuppofed you would fo 

J eon forget what l faid. He \,:as proceeding, when 

Clarlts interrupted him, faying, But, Sir, pray 

hear what I have to fay before )OU condemn me; for 

do you know, that it was in confequcnce of what you 

did fay ]alt night, that-I :im now in this battered con­

dition. Did not you fay, cvward; were cruel? I did, 

replied his father. And did not you fay likev;;ife, that 

the l,,-,z:z;eloved mercy, and took delight to fave? I did 

fo, replied his father again. V.'ell then, Sir, I will 

tell yon how the battle happened. 

I was fi:anding at the gate playing with Pomprv, and 

teaching him to <hake his head, as you know he can, 

when I faw a Loy coming along with fomething in J--.is 

lrnt, which I at firft thought was fruit; but when he 

came clofe, he took out fomething and held betv.:ecn 

his finger and thumb to Pompey, faying, Here, will 
)'0'-1 
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you have it? And when I looked nearer, I faw it was a 

young unfledged bird, which he held by one of its 
legs whilfi it fluttered with its wings; endeavouring 

to get Joofe. 

As foon as I difcovered what it was, I afked him., 

How he could be fo cruel? Cruel, for what? faid he. 
\Vhy, to torment that poor bird fo, faid I. And then 

he buril out a laughing, faying, at the fame time, 0 ~ 

poor bird! it i5 a pity you fhould be fo tormented truly! 

And then whirled it round, frill holding it by one 

of its legs. U pen that I tcld him, He was a cruel, 

good-for-nothing wretch ; and if he did not kill it di .. 

rectly, and put it out of its mifery, I would bid my 
dog jump at it7 and he fhould bite his fingers off for 

him. 0 ! will yon indeed, faid he, I neither fear yo" 
nor your dog, I would have you to know; h-ut will 

ufe my own birds a~ I pleafe, for all you,. I promife 

you: fo look here., faid he, here is another, and I will 

do fa to this . He then pulled off one of its legs, and 

threw it in rP.y face; and was taking another out of 

his hat, when l caught hold of ir, and faid, he fhould 

have no more of them, fince that was the ufe he put 

tliem to. I/hall have no more of them, faid he; but I 

,viil inform you, that they arc all mine, and 1 will 

h;we them ali in fpite of you. I fl:ill kept tight hold 

· of the hat, and faid, ne fhould not; and unlefs he 

,vould kill them all directly l would thraD1 him, f..,r 
f though he \.•:as a good deal I.Jigger than me, yet I 

l_th.ought, by what you faid lafi night, that he mull be 

a CVi~·nrd> 
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a ~oward, as he was fo infufferably cruel ; and, there0 

fore, I fuould foon be able to conquer him. 

'Thrajh me, will you? faid he :- if you are for that 

!port, we will foon fee how yau like it, I will foon 

teach you what it is to thrajh your betters, I warrant 

you. Then he fiipped off his clothes, and J did the 

fame, and gave him the firf1: blow, telling him, I did 

l'!Ot at all fear him, though he was fo much taller; as 

I knew he was a daflaYdly co<r-vard~ or h.e would not have 

fo cruelly tormented the birds. So then we went to it 

pell-mell; and I found he underftood the bufinefa bettel' 

than I expected, at leafr he was much frronger than I; 

but I cou}d not bear the thought of girvin-g out firft.,. 

after I had ab ufed him for being a coward ; and if I 

could but have kept my legs, I ibould have gone on till 

one of us had been killed, I believe, rather than give 

out; but at Jail:, after I had been down a number of 

times, I was fo much frunned with one of his blows, 

which he gave me nght acrofs this eye, that I crnld 

not poffibly recover myfelf 2ny more, and was abfo­

lu tely obliged to let him conq1.l-rr, Only think how 

n10n(houfly provoking, to be beat by that crud daf­

tard; if I could but have conq•Jered him at lafl:, r 
had not cared a fig how much l ha<l been hurt myfclf, 

Arid now, pray Sir, co not you think I aftcd right? 

No, ir.decd, Cbarln) re plied Mr. Rotchford, 1 think 

you aclcd vcr_v '7.<-nng. lTrc1,g .' 0ir, repeateJ Charles, 

aEl:ed <turong, do you foy? Vlhy do you think it was 

wrong to endeavour to prevent Cuch horrid cruelty? 

Only think of tearrng off the creature's leg whilft it 
was 
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was alive. I am fore, yefierday, you faid it was ver}' 

wicked to hurt any thing, and what torment mufi: it 
have endured while he whirled it round byits leg, and 

held it fhaking at the dog by the tip of its ,ving. I an~ 

fore, if anj thing could be cruel, that was; and now, 

pray Sir, fhould not you have been very angry if I had 
done fo? Ctrtainly, anfwered Mr. Rotchford. 

Well then, Sir, refumed Charles, is it not as cruel in 

one perfon_ as it would be in another ? And if you 
\.vould have been angry with me, was not be equally 

guilty? \\7 hen, Charles, replied Mr. Rotchford, I faid 

JOit had acled •wrong, l by no means intended ro jufiify 
the boy, or fay he had acled right; for I think his 
behaviour was infamou:, and deferving of the fevere!l 

chafiifernent he could receive. EutJ·ou were not the 

proper perfon to inflict it, as you have evident:y 

proved, by beir.g fo thoroughly thrafhed yourfelf> 

whilfi: he came off conqueror: by which means, _Jou 

who were innocent., are the fofferer, whilll: he ,vho w.1s 

fo guilty, efcapes. Not quite fo, Sir, faid Charles, for 
though, to be fore, he at laft conquered me, flill he 

has not <iuholly efcaped, indeed; for I promife you, I 

dealt him many, and many a hearty blow: his mouth 

bled, I know rnoft plentifully, and I thii1.f, if I am not 

much mi!taken, I faw a large gap in it, as if two or 

three of his teeth were out. And, if fo, th;1t .is 

worfe than my black eyes, which ,vill be well again in 

four or five days; whereas his teeth \vill never grow 

again; for I am fore he is too old to hare new ones. 

And 

•·' ... 
f; 

/ .. ........ 

i' 

r, 

L ' I 



.. 
<J'he FRIENDLY CouNSELLOR. 65 

And do you rejoice, fail Mr. Rotchford, at the 
thought of having done lum a-a injury, w~ich \\·;11 
continue as long as he lives r Is it by fuch frnHrn~nts 

as this you intend to difpl?..y your hatred of cruely, 

and your locve of mercy ? Mercy ought indeed to ue 

ihewn towards every beaft and infec1: that has life, yet are 

not the human fpecies exempted from !haring it; and to 

iJ1jure one of your fellow creatnrcs, for the fake of de­

fending a bird, can certainly by no mean be right. 
I do not in t:1e 1eaft blame you for endeavouring to 

check his cruelty, had you done it by advifing him to 

defi 1t, and reprefcnting to him .how barbarous it was io 
to torment a living animal; but it was downright 
fo ily co threaten to tfra/h a boy older and taller 

tha;1 yourfelf; had he been even 1cfs and younger, 
ili l it would not haye been 3•our place fo to cha1li:e 

him; and to offer to fight with him, would then have 
arpeJ.red cowardly. ~uppofing he had been in e,,ery 

refFeEl: an ex"d match for yon.) by fighting, you never 
would hive convinced him of the impropriety of fo 

mifofing living creatures ; therefore in any fiate your 
bch:1vi0ur wouid ·have been far from riubt: nevenhe-

"' 
Ids, as I .1111 perfoaded it prcceeded from· a good inten-

tiou, ~:nd that ycur r,•;oti·:'l was a laudable one, thougb 

yuur fli7fe was not fufficient to dircd you properly, I 

fhall cert:1t·1ly p~fs it o,·er without any fa:-ther marks 

of di(pleaforc; only let me beg of you for the future,. 

not to let your zcnl for the nght in fome pa!'ii(l(lar 

· _ inll:anccs, fo tranfport ) ou be~ orid the liounds of mode­

r;:.tron , ,:s to nuke J'OLl tr an1grcf; 1 m1d be guilty in 
~ Yo: .. I. f c~her~ 
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others which are not lefs important, For only calm1y 

reflect, my boy, upon what has been your conduct thi.) 

morning; and fee how far the £q;il you have been guillj 

of, outweighs the good you intended. You wifhe<l to 

favc the ncfi: of birds, from the fufferings they were 

expofed to by the boy. In that refpecl: you wifhcd 

right, and the emotions you felt upon feeing them 

tormented, were fuch as did hono:ff to your heart. And 

had you civilly endeavoured to convince him of the 

cruelty cf fuch behaviour, he might perhaps have left 

cff; or, for a few halfrence (if he would not be ccn­

,;inccd of his fault,) in all prohbi!ity yon might have 

refcnc.l them all. \Vhcrcas, to threaten him wilh 

1 • h l b. .{'I"' h' . d ' . 1 . 
ma,.;:rng t, e oog 1te o.r . 15 nngcr, an t1.1u!_/hzf.g um, 

and taking them ::di a\vay from him, w:.is mc11: ~tbrurd; 

and what you n,i)it be fore would only fro,vckc, but 

not a 11lwd him. .Fer in the fir.fl: place, wh;:t righ h~,l 

you to the 11ir<ls or his hat that held them ? They 

were not J'o:,rs; and his mifuiing them, gare J'nt no 

, more title to them than one man's mifpendiog his 

money does another to come and tal~e it from him. 

I am fincerely forry to fee Paul B_,1 ran fqnandcr 3.w::.y 

fuch large fums of money .:.s he does at the gaming 

table, \\ hilf1: his ,~ ife and family are in want of necef­

farics at hoJ;Jc; but haYe I any 1·iglt for that re:ifon, 

to fay, tli:H unlef~ he puts it to a better ufe, :i.n<l fup­

plies the wants of his children, I \\ill tah it a-.. ~·ay 

from him? And if his cruelty is fo ~reat, as to rcfo(e 

them food and raiment, and the ~d•,•ant:16cs of a good 

e;ducation, am I to draw my fword '1.fid f:,ht ,,.ich 
him? 

f. ' 

t' 
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l1im ? \Vas I to acl fo, which do you think I fooul<l dif ... 

cover moCT, my love of jujhce, or my fojolence and folb· ? 

Jam fure, faid Charles, he ought to provide for his 

family before he fpends hi~ money Jo. I think he is very 

. e:•:/ckrd not to do it . I am fore fo too, faid his father, 

~nd I think, it w~s extremely wrong for the boy fo to 

ufc the birds. Bu~ for the reafons before mentioned, 

\vould it be right frr me fo to treat Mr . B;·ran? or was 

it right for you fo to ufo the boy? Have I any juf!: 

daim to Mr. Bp·an's fortune? Ha<l you any to the 

be) 's bird~? No, Sir, repLcd Charles, I do not think I 

h:,d any c/,./r: to t!,em; to b~ fure they were not mine. 

Then w!1c:.t JOU did, faid :\'1r. I'-..otchjord, was wfiujl. 

You w~nted ro rave the ~irds; fo far I again acknow­

ledge you was right ; b11t then to do it, }'Oil foflcred 

yourielf to be in a pajJ/on, you ,£tcd unju./f ly, you mjurt'd 

a boy in a m:rnner thaL no t.'me can e ... er repair, and 

y0u cxpefr:d ) ourfdf (neeJlef:.ly) t0 the fame or greater 

vi:)lcncr. And ell this to no goul purpofo, as the 

bir,L HiII cr,ntinue in his hands, 2nd he is not in the 

_ fr.de convinced of the iirprnpricty of his condud to­

\\ :lrds them. Ahl but, Sir, exclaimed Charles, l in­

to: '.cl to have taken them from him, if it h:id not been 
for that laH: abominable knock in my left eye, \\ h1ch 

quite took away my fenfcs. If you had kept your fenfes 

then, faid Mr. RCtrcliford, your inte11tion was to 1::e 

;!1Ju.Jl. .~Jere_;• and juj!icc, Charlts, !hould always go 

hand in hand, they m ufl ~ii ways be united to frrm a 

gcod charnuer: if eith_er triun~phs too much over the 

F z other, 
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other, there muft be a defect in the mind that fulfers 

it, 
Well! to be fore, faid Charles, there is no faying 

llow things will turn out; for I, as much as could be, 
thought I was doing quite right; an i1Jhuma11 monjler 

ts he was, to tear the poor things fo ! Do not you 
think it was a barbarous act, Sir? Extremely fo,_ re­
plied his father, and one for which he deferved to be 
:mofifi'Vereb punifhed : to have torn his legs off in the 
fame manner would have been rather too much, as I 

foould hope he will amend, and live to make a good 

llfe of them ; but I promi(e you, if he had belonged to 

me, I would h:n'e torn fome of hisftin off; I certainly 
would have borrowed a little of that upon the occafion, 

and taught him experimentally, that pain is nothing 
very plea.fan!, even though it does not affect the life of 

the fufferer. Then, I hope, Sir, interrupted Charles, 

y on will forgive v:y attempt to thrafh him . 

Forgive you, my boy! replied Mr. Rotchford, I not 
only forgive, bu.t /, rJe you for your hum ane intention: 

1 am convinced yonr :iftions proceeded from a gcod, a 
generous mNive, and Jo far are defcrving of aplaufe 
:But then I hope I have fhcwn you, that Jolly, pr,jjl'on 
;:md injujlice have countc1 'ual Ja nc ed all the approbation 

)\liich your wifhes and cnJcavours would have been 

defcrving of, had you in a more rCC1.fi 11able rnann~r at .. 

te mpted to fave the little vicl: im s. To check otir O\'vn 

jmpetpofity, C1Jarles, is one of the firll, as well as moil: 
. neceffary dutic;s; au.cl till we can enough conquer our .. 

,{elves, to be guiqed by ~he di{ta~s 9f rrefou and pm. 
I ~~ 
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.Jena, we are very il] qualified (however good our in­

tentions may he) to fet up for the correctors of others. · 

Every good man will abhor '1.lice wherever he fees it.,. 

whether pracl:ifed by ajrince or a heggar. But no wifl 

man will attempt to correct it in thofe, who, in all 

probability, will not attend to, or be reformed by him . 

The world, my dear, I am forry to fay it, abounds 

with much wickednefs; and whilft there are bad people 

enough to encourage each other in fin, and keep one 

another in countenance, they will only deride antt 

difreg:nd any advice that can be given them by the 

more fober part of mankind. But have not I heard· 

you fay, Sir, enquired Charles, that it is the duty of 

each individual to do all the good he can~ and that he 

ml'l !t not mind being bughcd at by the wicked and 

foolifh? I have, my dear, faid fo, replied his father,. 

and repeat it again, that it is the indifpenfable duty 0f 

e\·ery body to do all the goo<l in their power; nor when 

they arc performing what is right, are they to regard 

the fneers and mockery of the ,•1hole world. We were 

not fe:1t into life to gain the approbation of cur fellow 

creatures, in the fir.fl place; but to pleafe God, and 

fecure his favor, by 11:rialy obftrving all his corrmands; 

and this we are bound to do, in uefiance of e\ery 

tern ptation that may be offered J or every threat.·ning 

that may be made againfi us. But as it i.:, im poilir-le , 

for us to govern thofe who are not under our command, 

it is not neceffary t h1t we fhould af!onpt to~ do it_. 

where there is no likelihood of fucceedinc-r. Thus · 
( , , 

though I trufr ;•ou would be as willing almoft to part 

F 3 with. 
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with your tongne itfelf, as to foffer it to utter a falfity, 
f:ill I would not for that reafon v. if"J;i yon to attempt to .. 
reform every boy in the fchool who is guilty of that 
vzean, detejlaMe fin; becanfe the at tempt would be 
fruit/ifs, there would be no chan ce of your fucceeding, 
and you would be expofing yourfelf to difficulties and 
dangers for no good end , fince you have not a11thor.ity 
fofficien~ to make them attenJ to your counfel. Al l 
therefore, that you can can do; and all that is required 
of you, either by God or man, is to reform ; ·curfi)f, to 
conq ner every evil difpofi tion of your o-wn heart, and 
to let your co11d11B be fo fpot!efs, that whoe\ ~r follows 
your example, may be certain of doing right. 

By our aclions, my boy, and not by our riuorrls, m ufr 
we in pri·rnte ftations preach to the world. To cur 
particular friends who will lillen to our advice, it is 
our duty to deliver it, but it is folly and cvanity alone 
that will prefume to leclure mankind in general. In 
every neighbonrhood, in every fchool, there is always a 
mixture of good and /;ad perfons; and it is our place to 

feek for and unite ourfehes with thofe who are moi1: 
worthy. If we are fo fituate<l as to be obllged fame­
times to mix with the wicked, we muft take particula~ 
care that we contracl: none of their bad habits, neither 
muil: we let the fear of their laugbillg at us, prevent our 
doing what we know to be right, and our duty. 

A good example is ,vhat is owed by eve1·y body to the 
community in whi ch they live; and whoever fail to 
fet it, rob their country of that, which it has a ju!l: 
claim to demand from aII its members, . I know, faid 

Jl1my, 

1 .. 

(, 

I.· 

' '., 
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J\imy, every body ought to be good, and do what is right; 

but I do not fee how their example is of much confe­

quence, unlefs people are kings and queens, or of fo ex­

alted a rank as to be much taken noti::e of indeed. Ecvery 

body, my love, rejoined, Mr. Rotchford, is taken notice 

of by thofe who fee, and are near them. Pray do not 

you take more no~ice of your :lifters and brothers, 

than you do of the princes and princeffes, or any others 

of high rank ,vith whom you are unacquainted? Y cs, 

to be fure, that I mufr do, faid l111ary, becaufc I am d­

w ,iys with them, and never fee the others at all. And 

if, rejoined Mr. Rotchford, they were always naughty , 

were continually picking the fruit, telling fibs to 

conceal it, neg'.ecling their leffons, refufing to come lo 

wo1k \\hen they were called, and in fhort, pracl:ifing 

all forts of naughty tricks, do you not think, you 

fhould be in much greater danger of learning to do fo 

too, than you are at prefent? When they \.·verc all 

ru!1n:ng ~uout at play, {hould you not fed mo:c 

diOike to come in, and fit ilill with your mamma a~ 

your reading, writing, and hemming, than you nO\V 

do, whr~n they a1i come in to their bu[rnefs at the fame 

time? Yes, rnofl certainly, I i110uld, faiJ .llarJ·, for 1 

fh0ultl want to be at play with them. I never can fi e 

cor:1fortablc if they finifh, and go to p1ay firH:; but I 

am in fuch a hurr)' to get to them, J ,.lo not kno.,· wh:,•; 

to <lo with myfrlf? Then, I hope ·10~ foe-, faid he1· 

father, that although they are nci1::cr princes nor 

princcflcs, nor people \vho you thiuk ::ire 1J:11.:h tal i!: 

11uice if, fiill their example is of fcm 1
' u1r fc~.11cncc; ::19 

F 4 you 
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you acknowledge, if they were to fet a bad one, it 
would caufe you to be naughty likewife. And then, 
perhaps, Mifs, ,nd Mafter Piely, and the little Brucv.m­
laws, and the .Birh, and the Hobfans, and all your dif­
ferent play-fellows, might alfo be tempted to behave 
as they faw you do; and fo the bad examples fet by my 
children, would be the caufe of corrupting the whole 
neighbourhood. Do not you therefore perceive, Ill}' 

lvlarJ', how very neceifary ii: is, th-at every perfqn fhould 
endeavour to be good ; not only for their own fake, 
but alfo for the fake of lheir companions? 

If every perfon were but careful to keep himfelf 
good, wickednefs woulcl foon be a fhanger amongfi: 
us; and what a blefled country would that be, whjch 
was inhabited only by virtuous people! Such a glorious 
:fl:ate, however, I fear we muft not expecl: to fee whilfl: 
we continue upon e::irth: there being too great a nnmbC'r 
of bad, and obflinate people, who will not be pcrfoaded 
to reform, ever to permit this to be the cafe. But 
though the whole world m:i.y not be alt0gether virtuous, 
ftill that is no reafon why a part of it foould not; and 
we fhoul<l each one try to make that part as large as 
poilible, by refolurely pcrfcrming all our ocrt·n duties, 
and by our example, teaching others to do fo alfo. 

Here the converfo-tion was interrupted by a loud 
ring at the bell, and Charles, v,ho had been attending 
to his,father, covered with dirt and blood as he firfr came 
in from his battle, made 1 is efrape as faft as pofiible; 
.1,1ot chufing to be fern by any one, after his father h .. d 
convinced him cf the ~rnpror:iety of bjs ccndu ·: .. 

Scarce 

In 
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Scarce had he time to get out of the room, before a 

Ivir. 'ljjrm and his three for,s entered, who foon declared 

their intention of fpending the day with Mr. and Mrs. 

Rotchford, in cafe they were not otherwife engaged. 

They accepted the favour of their company with their 

ufual unaffected poli~enefs. 

After they had fat fome time, one of Mr. CZJfon's 

f0ns went to him, and enquired, If there was not a hoy 

in that honfc? as he wanted to fee him, if there was. 

0 ! yes, replied his father, if he is not at fchool: but 

inflead of enquiring of n1c, you had better aik Mr. or 

Mn. Rotchford; they can better inform you. V/hat is 

it, faid lVTr. Rctchfard, taking him by his hand, that 

you wiih to know? is it any thing I can fatisfy you 

aSout? The boy coloured and remained filent. \Vhy 

do not you fpe~k, faid 1\/Ir. 9yfon, and not behave fo 

f!1ec;.::-ifhly? He wi111es to know, Sir, if your fon is at 

prefcnt at home, 0 ! yes, he is, faid Mr. Rotchford, 

and \\ill, l dare fay, be happy in ha,·ing the pleafure 

of your and your brother's company to-day. Then 

turning to his daughter Harriot, he defired fhe would 

go ancl inform her brother what good company were 

waiLillg below for him. 

Harriot inftantl y went~ and foon after returned; 

when going to her papa, fhe told him in a low voice, 

though loud enough for all the company to hear, 

that her brother Jid not chufe co come down; and if 

I\Ir. T;fiu and his bcp iraid dinner, he fhould keep 

Qllt of the \\ ay all the time. And fo, papa, added 

foe, he fays you need not trouble yourfrlf ta fend for 

him 

-
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him any more, for he is refolved not to come. What 

is that, enquired rvJr. Tj-Jim, will not your brother 

come down and fee us? .l hope ,ve have none of us 

offend::!d him! I am fore, if we ha\·e, it mu!l have been 

very unintentionally. Pray, little lady, can you tell 

me why he will not favor us with his company? I 

fancy, Sir, replied the little girl, becaufe of his black 

eyes and bloody nofe: to be fore, he does look mon-

jlerous ugly, that he does; but as he is every good­

natured, may be you h::id rather have him as he is, 

than not at all. Certainly, faid Mr. CJ)fo:1~ his, will 

not be the firft face 1 have feen disfigured with black 

eyes, and a bloody nofc. But pray, my dear, who has 

he been fighting with? You, or which of your fil1crs 

v,,·as it? for I think yon have no more brothers. Yes, 

I have, Sir, anfwered Harriot, I h;,,ve my brother 

Gr:orge; but it was not he who almofl knocked out his 

eyes: it was a boy who lives in 'Twijllj•-lam, becaufe he 

\Vas cruel, and would give the poor little birds to I'ompr_y. 

0 dear! } am forry to hear it, faid l\fr. 'lj/JI!; 1 am 

forry to hear that your brother was fo cruel as to give 

the poor little birds to I'ompcy ; but perhaps they were 

dead, and then you know it was not cruelty; and 1 dare 

fay they greatly pJeafed Mr. Pompf_y's palate. No, Sir, 

replied little Harri;1t, they \\ere quite alive; but jt was 

not my lrotl.:rr \.vho w:1 , fo cruel, it ,vas the boy who 

lives down ([:wijlly-la11t'; and fo Cbarlrs threatened 

J1e would bite off his fingers, I believe it w.:is, but I for­

get what he faid ; and then the boy thumpd out his 

eyes almofr, not s-u.-"te, for he can fee as well as ever; 

and 

') 

l. ' ,, 
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and Chm·hs drecr.u the boy's teeth. \Vas not it fo, papa? 

ll'as not it Jo, . repeated :Mr. Rotchford, yo u are ;:in 

lrj_/h e-,il·duzce, Harriot; though altogether you haye 

made out your hiflory pretty tolerably, that I hope 

l\i!r. 'T_i-fon will not fuppofc your brother guilty of fuch 

barbarity. But I will go c:.nd introduce him, fince he i.:> 

afhamed of introducing himfclf. 

Mr. Rotchford then left the room in purfuit of his 

fon, and found him in one of his fi{ler's chambers, 

where he had hid him{e1f in hopes of not being again 

fommonrd into the drawing-room. The moment he 

faw his father, he called out, [ hope, Sir, you are 

110t come for me; for indeed I Jhall 11ot come down. 

Do not talk in that manner, my dear, faid Mr. R otch-

fo rd, for I aff ure you I am come to fetch you; and I 

think you will not refofe returning with me; for pray 

what is your objection? There are the three young 

'(;')om waiting for you below, much about your own 

age; !ball not you like to play with them? No, S:r, faid 

he, to-day I il1a1l not like to play with them at all, 

as r cannot play without my head; and l do not chufe 

to .fhew that to any body. 'VVhy nJt? enquired his 

father. Becaufe, he replied, you have convinced me I 

did ,,·rong by fighting; and l co not chufe the world 

fhonld know I have acted like a fool, though I :im fore 

I did it with a good intention. And let that intention, 

my boy, faid Mr. Rotclford, give you courage to come 

down : had it not been for the reaituJ.e of your vz 0 t1·w, 

believe me, l fbould not have treated you as I have 

done; but I am convinc~d tlut your acliops proceeded 

from 
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from humani(}', though not dirrcl:rd by that prudr.:1ce 
which ought to over-rule your cond ucl:; but ,vhich 

will, for the future, I trult, regulate your proceedings, 
and refrrain your impetuofity. Give me your hand, 

therefore, and let me conducl you to Mr. 'T;:fan, and 
his fons, without any farther he/itation. 

I am very ready to come, fai d Charl,·s, if you think I 

11eed not he ajhamed of what 1 have done; as for my 
battered face, I do not ore for th at: nay, till ) ou 
bl a med me, r even g101ied in my wo;.;:-,ds, which I 

gained jn fa good a caufe. He then :::ccom?anieJ his 
father into the drawing-room, who introctu~ed him, 
fa;ing, Here, gendemen is my fon, for whom you fo 
kindly enquired, covered as you foe ,·1i th woun<ls, 

acquired in a battle un dertaken to dcfr11d a fmm6· c,f 
illjured, help/ifs, inmcents . The ccwje rou mull ad.now­
Jedgc was a good one, fuch a~ does honor to the heart 

of him who projected il; ,ind wi.l therefore, I hope, 

incline you to cxc,1fe the im/;ji:ret:'cu v:ith \Vhich it was 
execute<l . Aye, ;::ye, ccn::inly, rejoined Ylr. T_1fon, an 
hl}111f, gr,od i11to.,tion at all t iii~es muH plead exculc fo r 
errors: tliere are none of us quite pcrfccl:, and happy is 
the pcrfon who is carefu l upon e\'ery occa{ion rn act as 

he thinks to be rcal'.y l e/1 , and as he cuxht to do. And 
if thi s young rn:::1 engagcJ in the cauie of humau,·t_;·, I 
holior him for the up:i~h~nefs of Yis intenti, n, \\hat­
ever impru Jence might accompany his 1wMe z..·al. From 
an heart tha· feeis for the nii:;fortune;; of its fellow 
crc:.itLre:s, .;nu comp;illionates the foffcrings of the 

brn LC5; eHry thing great and 11:;6/e, may be expected : 
Vi here as 

1, 
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·whereas, from the u11fieli11g, and the crud di(pofition., I 

never in my_life knew any thing proceed, but meannefly, 

co-iuardice, and ill-nature: 

" 'The Dafi:ard, e-ver cruc1, fid1 to ,u.:ound, 

" .And.fpo,·t cz.l'ii°h 0wntched11efs czuhcrc•ver found; 

" 'ff/ith hdl-born for.;e of mifchitf, Jn:iles to fie• 

" Men, beafts, ot· birds, cz.L-rwthing in mife1J. 

" Not Jo the hero, who is truly brave, 

" He lives, and -1,, • .:ifhes all around to Jave; 

" His kind regard the ·::n iefl inficts /hare, 

" And ail that li"<-•e, partal..-e his generous c'are, 

" Cf'o fave, protea, rmd blefs his co;,..flant end; 

" And be all Nat:1re's un~1;erfalji·.:cnd. '' 

And fuch was your intention, w:.,s not it, my dear, 

continued Mr. ~yfan, addreffing himfelf ftill to Charles, 

when vou endeavoured to refcne the birds from the 

jaws of the dog, or the ilill lefs fopportable hands of 

the boy r Believe me, I admire you for your hun:auifJ•,. 

your crnrage, and above all, for your modcjly, in wii11-

ing ta conceal yourfclf from our obfervation, after 

being convinced of h:.rving been faulty by acl:ing r:tther 

too preci2itately. All thofe noble qualities make me 

efteem you highly; fo go to play with my boys, and 

teach them to be as good as yourfolf: and then, I am 

fore, they will h:1se 1eafcn to thank you as long as 

they live. 

Charles made no re~1\/ to Mr. o/'_11/on's fpecch, but 

wi~h a fmilc ran out of d.e room, accompanied by 
his 
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his three viiitors. No fooner were they arrived in the 
garden, than one of them: whofe narr:e was Jojepb, 
exclaimed, Well! my father may fay as he pleafes about 
.fighting; but I do think it is abominably cor:v.:ardly, 
to rcfufc either attacking a bo.y upon prope;- occafions, 
or to run away if they begin fir.fr, crying like a girl 
who has been whipt. Pough ! nonfenfe, Joe, rejoined 
his elder brother James, thctt is talking ridicnloufly ! 
\)\:J10 ever v.·if11es ycu to run away cr_,ing? Is that the 
advice my father ever gives us? But forely, as he fay,, 
there are other, and better methods of fhewing one's 
courage, than by q;wrrelling upon every trivi,tl ocu­
fion. An<l upon my honor 1 fcarce ever knew a battle 
at fchool in my life, that did not firf!: begin about 
fame foolifh nonfenfe or other, which might jull as 
wcil hive been avoided, or paiTcd orer; but fome of 
you, arc fo prcdigioufly fond of difplaying yot1r 
_piOwefs, that or;c fhould think yon e/1ccmcd that the 
only gualific:nion reguifite for a boy to poffefs; \\h en 
:1fter di, .[ ,vill :rnfr:cr for it, rr,,.ny of you arc tcri 
times greater CO\\::J~ds than Jed Priec, or thole bnys 
\\ 110 never tight at all: witnefs the out-cry Fran,~ Fne­
port made, \vhen his cheek was fowed up that he had 
cut with the bottie. 

I fancy ) ou would have made an out-cry too, faid 
Joe, if your face had been cut, and fo~,eJ up as his 
was, I do admire your finding fault v:1th that, ,, hen 
you never felt the pain of having a needle Huck in 
an.d out through your chaps. \ ery pofiibly I rnight, 
re2licJ his brother; but then I am not fo perpetuallr 
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l)oafl:ing of my courage, and challenging al! the boys 

round for the fake of di[playing my q;afor, as he is. 

And that is what my father fays, that true magnanimi­

ty will find occafions enough to difcover itfelf, without 

engaging in frivolous quarrels, paffionate battles, and 

-bloody nofes. But if I cannot be judge of the pain he 

endured, I hope it \Vas not more than Jack Price fuf­

fered when he jumfed upon the iron fpike, that went 

1 through his foot, and tore open, as he fell down 

from ir, a woun d of three inches in length. I think he 

mufl.: ha\·e fofferecl as much that time, as eyer Frref1ort 

did \Vith his face; yet how quiet and patient \vas he! 

.And \\ hen l\ilr. lf",gw dreffed it, he never uttered a 

iingle groan, or made the leafi: noife. i\ nd yet he was 

; the boy whom you, and all the bcxers accufed of co1v­

arJ,ce; and faid, would not fight bccaufe he \Vas 

afraid, and could not /;,ar the pain of a blow. And 

pray, Joe, the 1t16\1t of the thie\·cs , '1.t:!HJ cr~pt t,ncl ;r 

the l,ed clothes, and lay panting, and frighteneJ to 

. dead"!? .And which were the boys that accompanied 

Ivir. Tha!o in his walk round the houfe, to ex:1m:r,e 

\.V!iethrr they ,vere gor:e or not? 

H;iyc )OU ever had any thic\·es at fchool? enquired 

Charlu. Yes, re plier! ]t11i1es; one night they broke into 

the cr,tc:~·ard b_a!f, as we call ir
1 

where all the boys fhocs, 

and the knives and forks, and mt1gs, and foch kind of 

things arc Lept. An<l fome how or other, they threw 

dow.1 ~ box of i niv~s and forks, \', hi..:h made foch a 

noi(c cpon the ilone lloor, that it alarmed all th~ hon:e; 

nrrd many of th·~ boys got up ( Hit Joe was nor one, I 

affurc 
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affure you) and marched round the houfe and gardens, 

armed with ilicks, pokers, tongs, and fuch like wea­
pons. I am fore none !hewed greater courage upon 

the occafion, than thofe whom the boys laugh at, as 

bei11g cowards and dajlards, millifops and mollies becaufe 

they difcountenance fighting. And, Joe, Do you re­
collecl the time when the man was found robbing the 

boys gardens of their cucumbers, who it was th:i.t at­
tacked him, and brought him into lVIr. Thalrs? I do 

not know who it was, faid Joe, but I believe Jackfan 
was one, and I am fore he is a match for any boy ir1 the 

fchool. Yes! he \l./:1S 01:e, replied Jamts; but Shrigly 
was the F.ri1 that went up to him ; ancl he, and Pn'ce 

collared him; and then, ,rnd not before, 'Jacl.fon went to 

their affilt:.:nce, ... 4.nd I will maintain it, that they, in 

that iingle acl:ion, difcovered more real courage, and 

true _/pirit, than fifty b:i.ttles with the boys would do; 

and yet they are two \vho are called couards by many 

of the boys; but I will be hanged if any one of them 

would ha\...: ;Le\;,,n half the prowcfr that one feat re­
quired. Dut con~e, co not let us fpend ::ill the day de­
baling this fubjec't, \, h .. h> I fear, we {hall never agree 

upon at la.!l:; ..int! fo, what f11all we plny at? 

0 ! come along with me, faid Charles, and I will 
fhew yon a cle\'er game my p:i.pa has taught me; only 

we ought by right to have one more to pl;iy at it. And 

away they dl ran to the Lrther end of the p:iddcck-, 
wlH".re they fc:irce hr.cl began their fport, before t,'1ey 

were interruplcd. by the found of fome difmal groans, 

which made them le:i.ve off to lift.en fro:n whence r hey 

proceeded. 
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proceeJed. At length, they were convinced the found 

came from the other fide of the pales. Let us go and 

fee wh:i. t is the matter, faid Charles; fomebody mu!l: be 

in d ilhefs. And if they are, foid Joe ½fan, y.·hat affi[~ 

t:,nce can •we give them r Befide 0
, I think very likely 

i t is only fome ill-defigning perfon, who makes that 

noife on purpofe to draw people to him, to fee what 

is the matter, that he may have an opportunity of 

rcbbing, and p~rhaps murdering them: I have fre­

qL:cntly he ard of foch kind of conrrivances; and I can­

Flot f.ly, I have :::ny inclination to venture myfclf out 

of the park, for fear of being 11aMcd. Hang fear, 

Lia Chm-!rs, I will go 1ndeeJ. .And fo will I too, 

faicl Jamt's: in a good · caufe, Joe , I would be as 

mu.::11 afhamed of a1pear;ng cow2rdly as you can, 

for t he hea rt of you ; an d ! think to hear thofe horrid 

gro.,ns of d:i1re1s, a1 ,d no: ern1 :.i ire in to the canfe of 

th~m, fro :n fear of bc~:1; naulr.J, as you call it, is 

11,~rneLil, in ieed ; fo CO!lie along, Charlc·s: if he chufcs 

to !~erp him rdf J~/i>, let h!m ; b·.,c you and I will go: 

I ·1 1 •· I . h 8th w1 . not :·on, 1ln.:, com e a o:1g wit us? Yes, to 

l,e ll,re, I \\ i,l, repl: ~2 :.f ; w~ Lhree will go to fee wlut 

is t~1C matter . 

i\co fooner had t"e;' thLiS .:.greed to accompany each 

0t\cr, th:,n the:,' tc:-,;,rn cli:nbii•.:.~ ove r the pales, whilJ: 

']o:: followed thc.>rn ::o\\'ly, and rcma:ned on the inf..Je 

the paJdock, iel!ing th-::-m to call him_ if they ·w.wt,:,/ 

his help. Charin, ,:nJ h:s C,)IT,p:rnicns h~<l not pro­

ceeJed many yr,rds, bcfcrc they came co the fpot fron1 

·,sl-!f·nce the V.,\::.- o~ c::!ht•fs proceeded, At fall
1 
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though by the found, they were certain of being clofe 

to the pcrfon who uttered the groans, yet they could <lif­

coYer no one. Till obferving amongfl themfelves, how 

1kinge it was, that they could not find any one, and 

with a H:ick routing among ft a bed of Hinging-nettles, 

,v hich filled a deep ditch, a dog- jumped out from the 

midfl:, and fcize<l upon James 'lJ'.fon, who was the one 

that was fearching among them: immediately the at­

tention of the other two wi'is removed from the firfl: 

groaning they were in purfoit of, to their p1ay-mate 

~, nu brother; they both infb.ntly endeavoured to aflitl: 

him, and loudly ca~led upon Joe to come to them; 

but he climbing to look over the pales, and feeing 

\\ hat was the m,,tter, was :i.fraid of venturing ne;1r, 

.; nd only picked up nones to throw at the dog; \\hich , 

i nllead of doing any gocd, ad<lc:d to his brother's cii­

Hrefs, as he frequently Hruck him, aaJ did no~ in the 

leai1: make the dog qt1it the holJ whi-:h he h3d of 

Jamel's arm. At the fame time he kept calling out, 

Knock the dog down with your f~ick James! Do 1:ot Ge 

afraid of him! T,1ke him by the throat Charla R otch­

ford, and make him quit his hold ! Run to him, 

,)am, and only fguene him tight by his fore-paw; and 

1 will warrant you he will foon let go ! lf I was with 

you I would make him let go in :rn infl::rnt ! l \.\Ould 

foon knock his brains out if I was amongfl: you! 

'f hen czvhy do not you come, fai.d 'Jamn, if you could oe 
10 \\onc:erful clever? 'v\'hy do not yon corr.e, and hc:Jp 

111e? tor 1 am in the grcatell: agonies. There can be no 

ocrnfion for 1ny rnming when thc1·e .ire thru of you al• 
read;;, 

I':!! 

r:o 

pr 

I to., 

r .. 

Ur. 

f ' 

I• .. 



'The FRIENDLY CouNSELLOR. 

ready, replied he; befi.des, the fight of another perfon 

might perhaps enrage him more; but if I was _vou, I 

\vould foon fee what his brains were made of, I can 

promife you. Snrely you cannot be afraid of killing a 

dog! Hold your tongue, you bully, faid Cbarle.r, [ 

have not p-:ttience to hear you ! At the fame time, he 

took out his knife, and going quite clofe, put it be­

b\'ecn Jamcs's arm and the dog, and cut his throat, fo 

that he could no lo1~ger continue h1s gripe, but howled 

and fall to the ground, where he whined with the pain 

he fufferecl. Dur Char/cs, with his ufual humanity, be­

fore he farther :1ffiiled Jamu, turned rour.d, and witl1 

a !1:ick knocked out the dog's brains, faying, Poori, 

po"r heafl: ! let me put you out of your mirery. 

As foon a~ the noik of this bufi-le was over, they 

~gain heard the groaning, and the voice of an ol« 

m«n, faying, in fo faint a tone, that they could fcarcely 

underfbnd.---Pray, pray, good chrii1:ians ! help a 

poor old man, alrno!l: Cufroc:w~d ! 0 ! for pity fake,. 

he! p me out of this ditch! It is fomebody in the 

Jitch ! they all exclaimed, as with one voice. They 
then enquired, Where arc you? how got you there? 

who are yon? .t'\nd Ja-;:cs, binding up his arm with. 
l1is hancikerchief, ,,.·ithout p2ying any farther regard to 

his own fuffcrings, began once more fearching amongfi: 

the nettles. There they found a poor blind old 

man, up to his chin in mire, , nd almoit dead witl1 

fatigue and colc.l. Honefl m:rn ! I am glad we have 

found you, fr.'d Ja,;us, ,ve will foon hdp yo1t 

o,H; bi.lt hor.- !hall \\C rcac:1 )OU; for if we jump 

G z down 
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down to you, the mud that comes up to yonr chin, will 

be over our heads, and fofFocate us direftly; but never 

fear, fome how or other we will get you out in a mi· 

nute. 

Yes, that we wiil faid Charles; at the fame time, 

.he carefully Hepped down the fide cf the ditch, regard­

lefs of the nettles which !lung h;s legs, hands, and 

t~ce mof1: violently. He then g.ive the man his hand, 

.and thought he fhould be able to help him cut; but 

:no~ being !lrong enough to afford him any aflifhnce, 

his own feet flipped, and l:e would certainly hai·e 

fallen in likewife, had he not caught hold and fave-d 

liimrelf by the nettles. rinding that frheme wou ;d 

:not dn, he again fcrambled up the fide~ of the ditch ; 

:and they agreed to tie their h2ndkerchiefs to both 

•he ends of the nick, and then let the man hold faft by 

the middi:: of i t, whilft two cf ~hem at each end fhouiJ 

pull witb. all their Hrength at the handkerchiefs, to 

drag him out. ln this office Joe offered to affii; for 

when he faw the C.'Jg dead, and heard it was only a pocr 

old blind man tn :i. t had fallen into the ditch, he likc­

-,,vife climbed oYer the pales and came to them. But 

aoGther difficulty now arofe, which was, that of one 

h.rndkerchief being bound round James's arm, and with­

!)Ut it, they could not po!hbly reac!1 to pull the Hi~k. 

:James, feeing the nee<l there was of it, untied it, and 

his arm then pourec.l mofr plentifully with blood; but 

he, regardlefs of that, kindly faflened it to the Hick. 

"\Vhen Charla once more defcended the fides of the 

<lirch to give it to th.e old man .; and thi, ~on;riv~mce, 
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after exerting their utrnoJl ilrength, at length fucceeded; 

and they had the inexpreffible happinefs of bringing the 

blind man fafe upon dry ground; where James (find ... 

ing himfelf very faint and fick, through lofs of blood, 

and hi5 arm being in violent pain,) left him to the 

ca re of his brothers and Charlu, whiHl: he returned. 

back to the houfe. 
Charles endeavoured, as well as he could_, to \vipe-

11im ; and they all fetched water from a brook at a 

little diflance, in the crown of their hats, to waili him 

from the filth in which he had been plunged. 

The poor man returned them hi-; hearty than ks rn 

ti1e warmeft terms of gratitude, and even fhed tears at 

the thoughts of their kindnefs. May God, faid lie~ 

reward, ?.nd ever blefs you, for the goodnefs you ha\·~ 

H.ewn to me! May you never know the difirefs from 

,.hich you have refcued me, or ever experience tLe 

rnifery (;)f poyerty and blindnefs. But pray, my yollr g 

maften, do you fee ever a dog here abouts? K fl'f'!r, 

YePf,er, where are you? Come and lead your poc1, ol.f 

ma iler, for I dare not ftir a fiep without you. P13)1 

what fort of a d0g was it ? enquired, Char!,J eager­

ly. l,ot a r,.; ajl large one, replied the man, he \Y::s ;;. 

fmooth coated one, black and white, \\.ith a longifh 

tail like a en.t's, and had a !~ring ro11nd his neck, by 

which he ufed to lead me: he was very uglr, they 

fay, but he was a faithful bea l:, and took good care 

of his poor blind mailer: he is the beft: friend r have 

in all the ,vorld, and I would not lofe him for ever fo 

much. So Keej>ery Keeper, where arc you got to? I 

G J hope 
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J10pe you have not tumbled into the ditch ! for I might 

as well have remained there if you are, for I am fo1e 

I cannot walk without you! 

Charles could no longer contain himfelf, but burft­

ing into tears, exclaimed, 0 ! I haH killed your 

dog! I intended to help you, and I have only added to 

your diilrefs. Killed him, mafler ! faid the man, 

jn a melancholy tone of voice, how c:1me you to do 

that ? 1 am fore he was a harmlefs, ino.ffenl1\·e bea!t. 

and never even fo much as barked a.t any one, unlcfs 

they offereci to offend his mafier. Por,r fr1'.ow ! Sure 

it was a ;,zry to hurt him. l\Iethin!.:s 1 woncicr that a 

grntleman fo kind, as to help a blind m.:.n out of a 

ditch, fhou1d yet be fo hard hearted as to kill a po.i r 

<lun,b creature for nothing! i\lack ! ab.ck! my po r 

Ke per.' \"\'hat fhall I do now? I cannot fee to go 

alone, and I ha\·e none to lead me, 110w you are 

dead ! And ii/led too, poor fel:ow ! that was har<l 

1.1pon you indeed ! Here the tc:ns trickled faJ: from 

the poor man's fightlefs eyes; and Char.'eo going to 

himJ and taking his hand, faid, Indeed poor man, I 

have injured you without dcligning it; but I could 

not help it; we heard your groans, ;:nd came on pur­

pofe to fee who was in diihefs, or w!lether we co•Jld 

give any affi!bnce. And when we found that the 

found proceeded from the ditch, and were looking 

.imong the nettles for what it could be, the dog 

jumped out and caught one of my companions by the 

arm; nor could we by any methods make him quit his 

hold till I cut his throat; and afterwards, to put him out 
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of h;s mi(cry, I knocked him on the head. But I did 

not know he was fo guod a dog; and indeed if I had, 

what could I have done? He has a1moft bit Janus's 

:trm through, and he is now gone home, becaufe it ha~ 

bled fo much, and is in foch agonies that he could fray 

no longer. And yet, poor fellow, it was a pity he 

fh ould be kill ed for his fidelity, for I dare fay he fl':_:Y 

upon Jamu g-_·, on, bccau[e he thought we were going 

to hurt you. 0 ! I am .fo g rieved! Wh:n fhall l do 

to make you ame Hls , poor old ma1: ? 

\Vhy, Sir, l J< .re far, JtjC' in ed Lhe man, tha ~ mull be 

the cafr; poor KNper , l C.1 ppofe , aprr •1.r>ncled you were· 

hu nti nrr anH1n o- rh~ \\T(d~ to get at me, an d he was a,; 
b b • 

ferc c .::.s a I ion , it an r hod, cffercd U.; h t:rt me, J lhdl 

r.evc r get {Jch :~no.rh r r, tha t is ccn ain; but tt c2. n­

r.o t be helped: ,·on did righ t, to favc yonr fri1 nd; a n(i 

I f:1cu ld, witb.., 11 · d, \!Ct have done the fam e rnyfcl f, if l 

had been in yo ur , ,d, · lo nc\'Cr mind i t , ma41er, von 
. ' 

mean t no harm; anti ID rl Y Hea\·en rcw:..rd you for y01.a· 

n1 ercy to me. But pra y, could yon be fo kind ,,.· t o 

~ ~ e me a !lick, with whi ch [ may hcip to fe el o ut. my 

\,'d) ; ancl , if you plca fe (fnr 1 ha\' e almo ll: lo (~ my 

fcnfc _ by bein g in the cfach fc lo ng) be fo obligin g a-· 

to cond1,;El me ii1to the right pa.th for the vill age? 

l will go horn"' witi1 yon, f2.i <l Char/1, , and fee yo 

fa.fr, li\ e where vou \\il l. If 1 have killed )'Onr dor-r cl-.) 
• 

b ' 

you think r will k,,v c you \ ere by you rfclf? BleCTi ng-, o~ 

thv tender hca:-t ! oc; a:r:.~r>d t'1e m:rn; but t hat: t~ vou ~ 
' 

, , 

1 necJ no t put y ou to '!;.~ tronble , y ou 11g ~cntleman ; 
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feel my way, 1 dare fay; and your friends, :rr,y dear 
child, will be uneafy at your abfence: fo go back again. 

An:i may the Almighty reward you for all yo11r kind­

nefs to me.' I am fore, replied Charles, I iliould be 

unworthy of any reward, ~vas I to Ieave you by your­
felf: I will go home with you, l am determined. And 

Jae ffyfo11 1 will yon return back, and tell our friends 

where I am gone? And, Sam, do you come wirh me! 

I iball go too, I promite you, faid J oe; James \\'ill 
ha ._·e told them where we are, and l choofe to fee thi$ 

01-l gentleman's cal1le. 
0 ! Sir, you will not fee much, replied the man: 

:my hut is a very fmall one: I never \\ ' .1S ,·ery high in 

the world; but whilfr I was blefkd wi th eyc-!izht, I 

ufod to work, and fo could maintain myfrlf Fretty 

decently; but fince I have loft my fight, I ha·,e 

been able to do nothing but fr!l cabb:ige-nets, pin ­

cuf11ions, and matches, which my poor old,., ife makes 
for me: and indeed, }~Y grows fo feeble nov:, that 111e 

c'an fcarce do it. Her hands are fo weak, tha t fr,e ca n­
not tie the knots in the ne tting, as flie ufed to do ; and 

then people fay the nets are bad, and \Vil! not buy th em . 

I re:illy loft n ~~pen cc cy the bil: dozen I fold; fo it 
js to no purpofc to cany them any longer. :'\. ri d indeed 
I ca;rnot well tell wh :i t we muft do; and now my pfJor d,g 

is gene too! ·well! but it cannot be helped. I afk your 
pardon~ maflcr, for {peaking of him again, I know you 

.-:: uld not a·;oid it, and thc>refore I ought not to fry 

any more about it. in.ind I could not, rcplicJ 

Char'<:!; I am ~'~tremelv forry it happen~d fo. Poot 
fell ow ! 
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fellO\Y ! how fhocking he looks with his mangled head. 

Lcoks ! Sir, repeated the man, eagerly, looks.' is he 

any where near for you to fee him ? Yes, anfw<'red 

Charle.r, he is clo(e by; ic \"'i'as here, jufl: where \Ve got 

you out of the ditch that J killed him. 0 ! then, my 

good child, \vil1 you be fo obliging as to give me him 

up? faid the old man, with tears in his eyes; Twill 

carry him home; my dame, I know, will like to fee 

the hit of him; ancl I will have him fkinned ~ and it 

t1,all be fiuffed for my pillow, it will be pure foft, and 

I Dial! like to have the remains of him. Charlej lifted 

the dog from the ground ; and the head hanging back 

made the wound in his throat gape open, as he carried 

it in his hands; CharlN again bur!l into tears, and 

jogging the old man by the elbow, gave it to him 

wi.hout uttering a wcrd; \\ ho took it, and Shaking 

bs head with an heavy figh, thanked him for hi, kind­

nds, and laid it ;lcrofs his fooulders, faying, Com~ .. 

my poor Kaper, you have many a good time conducted 

me home fate, it is now my turn to carry rou. 

Chadn then took hold of his hand to lead him, and _ 

the\' 1.ll ·,,;:ilkd torcther towards his habitation. tn 
, ..., 

their journey, Joe 1_ifn enquired, How he got in:o 

:h;i.t Lob' 1 pound, from whence they de1i\'ered him ? To 

,·,•hi-:h he re plied , 'vVhy tru1y, my gooc young m:dl:ers, 

1 c..11 fca;-cely tell you; but by the found, J judge 

thP.re w, s a flock of D1eep ?.nd fame 0xcn coming 

a 1cn~ ; and, I fu ppof~, b:, my dog's going fo near the 

c.]itch (Cor he was :i.k ays Yery carefol of me) there 

migl.t be fo many as to fpread all :icrofs the way, and 

leave 
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leave no more room on the footpath, and one of thcn;i 

(as the drovers hunted them on very fafi) brufhed again fl 

my legs, and fo tumbled me into the ditch, and the poor 

dog along with me; but he foon fcrambled out, as Jogs 

will you know, anJ tried, and tried to pull me after 

him, but the fl:ring that was round his neck, broke, and 

I could not rcac h him again ; for the more I fl:ruggled 

to get out, the lower r funk. Alas~ poor fellow, he nenr 

left me. I he,nd him ruf1-ling amoni the weeds and 

nettles all the time, and yelping as he would do when: 

he wanted me to follow him. I little thought of his 

fe:zing on any body, or I would have biJ hirn lie 

,fo,,·n ; but indeed J was cired wi,h firu ggli ,,g : anJ as [ 

w1.s finking lower, and lower every momenr, I thonpht 

of nothing lefs ihan dying; and liow my poor old wife 

would '1.t:011Jer, and <iuond,r what w2s become of me! 

And at lafl:, perhaps, fret herfclf to death about it, 

They now advanced towards the viilage, and were 

met by an old woman, who exclaimed upon the fight 

of them, Blefs me, .o/ohn ! \\-hat, is .it you ! ar.d 

Kaper' dead ? \Vhat bat barous wre:ch has killed that 

tru fl:y dog? \Vhoever it was, I wi[h their or;,,1,.,•,1 heads 

had be~n broke inI'tead of his! Not quire fo h:t!ly ! 

not quite fo hafiy, Bft .1 rejoined the old man; poor 

Kt'epe,,. is dead, to be fore, and fo w:i.s I almoft, ::ind 

fhould have been quite, before this time; if rhefe 

young gent}emen had not kindly helped me out ri my 

difl:refs: a111 though they killed my dog, they couid 

not help it; he flew at them firil, a:-id I am afraid, has 

hurt one of them. I do not frc any figns of either of 
them 
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them being hurt, replied the woman in an angry voice; 

and they have dafhed out the poor dear creature's 

brains, for nothing at all, but their own barbarous 

fport; and I am fure, all their brains put togerher, 

are not worth half fo much as the dogs were. Foor 

dear creature! 'Who now is to lead you about Jchn? 

\Vhy you wi ll never get fuch another trnlly, faith­

ful bea!1:, as long as you live! It was but this r,my 

,L1y morni:i g, a'.l foon as he faw you put your h:i.t 

en, that lie came, of his own accord, ~without being 

c,d led, for you to fa!len the firing round his neck; 

,rnd l faid then, if I was rich, I would not fell him for 

... n hundred pound s. And now to think, that thefe 

y0ung villains have killed him for their fport indeed ! 

.But this, pointing to Charles, is young fquire Rotch­

ford; and I promife you, rnafier, your papa Oiall be 

informed of your tricks; and I hope he will thrafh 

you well for ferving a poor old blind man fo. vVell, 

but Bet, interrupted the old man, did not I defire you 

to be Iefs angry? Thefe young gentry have, I tell you, 
fai:ed my life; and they were oMiged to kill the dog 

in their own defence: fo fay no more about it. They 

have been very kind; and may God Almighty reward 

them for their goodne(s ! for I am fore it will never be 

in our power to do it. 

I am indeed forry the dog is defhoyed, foid Charier, 

but f could not pofEbly help it; and I fe::i.r that the boy, 

whofe arm he has torn, will fo.ffcr a great deal before 

he gets well again. I do not, however, wonder, that 

}Our ,,ifeis grieved for the lofs of fo faithful a fcrvant; 
and 
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and as fl1e does not know the circumf1:ances of his 

death, fhe may well be angry with tho(e who killed 

l1im. I fincerely pity you for the lofs of him ; and 

here is half a crown toward buying -another, it is all 

the money I have; and I hope yoi.l will be able to 

find another as good. I am fure, faid Joe TJjcn, you 

are Yery fooli!l1 to give them any thing at all; ] would 

be banged before I would g,ive them a farthing! To 

thjnk of the trouble we took in faving th, blind fel­

low, and then to be fcoldcd at by this old rnllmbling 

woman, is eno ugh to provoke a fain t! She defervcs to 

be fou[ed into the dilch, from ,vhence r.»e drew her 

hufband; and if I ever fee her t:iat ,v:iy, J ,,.,ill rop 

her in, I warrant her. \Vhat a Mujfrr is heie :1bo~1t 

the life of a dog! l wi(h we had let the man flick in the 

m ud till the eels ate him, before ever we plagued 

our~ I,.1es to drag him out; and then mach 11 might have 

had i:;f_!:er for her h ufoand, if fhe liked it; and they 

might h:r;e fold calibage-nets together. A nd 1here iJ 

fomerhing fo r you to ih1ff your pincufhions with, foiJ 

he, taking Llp a handful of horfe-dung and throwing in 

her face. /ind fo r wii11 you fuccefs in your huiin cfs, 

anJ away he ran, knocking the old man's hat off as 

he paficJ, and caliing to Cbarles to come after him, 

when he had heard enough of the old lady 1lfu111Me's lec­

ture for killing her dog. 

Poor Chai ie1 felt heartily afhamed of Joe's con<luL'"r, 

anJ cn<leavou1cd to tXcufc him, by faying, He dared 

to fay he was only in joke, and did not mean to throw 

the <lung in the woman's face. After again lamenting 
with 
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with them the death of the dog, and wifhing them 

good foccefs in the purchafe of another, he took his 
leave of them. Sam 'l)fan flipped fixpence into the 

man's hand, as he went away, faying, That was for· 

what he lo!l by the lafi: dozen of cabbage-nets he fold. 

They then both began to run home as fafr as they 

could, and overtook Jee in the paddock, whom they 
cenfored nry feverely for his rude inhuman behaviour 

to the poor old couple. "\Yny, repiicd Joe, we may 

bear every kind of inft.!t pcopie choofe to rut upon 
u~, if we only fta'.1d and take it all quietly as you do; 

but l "' ou~J rather be f;;ot than !land fo like a milk fop 
a~ you di<l, to hc:ir 2.ll tL?.t ol,l bel.:lame chofe to fpu tter 

at yo u ! I hate foch coc-i..vardice ; but that is always the 

cafe with you fonB:ified young mc,jlers, who do not 
choofc to fighr, becaufe it is naughty, and a pmtJ pa'7..JJ 

tri-:k to relent an injury. I abominate fuch dait:ards ! 
\Vhocver may be cowards and da/lards, faid Charlr.r, 

I thiDk it ill becomes Jut, \\ho have ju(l given us fuch 

a j!rrmg pre of of your ,..,Ndor, by lending your ailifbnce 

when the dog affaulted us, and by fa manfuily going 
to r~e from whence t~e groaning we heard proceelled, 
to 1alk cf hating CC'1.\,'ards. But l find what my father 
frys is true enough , that chofe who haafl mo!l of their 

powefs toJfrJj leaf!, as fhallow flrc:ims make more gug­

ling than deep rivers. Ay ! indeed, rejoined Sam, I 
think ycu r.eeJ not talk of cour~ge Jee; for if we had 

all been as much t'.lraid of being nabbtd .:is you were, 

the hlind man :11ight have been foffocated before this 

time. And (11 11e might, for onght I care, replied Joe,, 
fooner 
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fooner than J \T,ould run rnyfelf into 1t?!J!C((_§ti1y danger; 
but that is a very different thing from fighting. 

roy different, indeed, faid Mr. '(;fan, v.ho was 
,valking \\ ith Mr. RotcLfrd, unnoticed by the boF, 
clofc behind them ; for one is the courage of an 

e11r2.ged fa,·::i.ge, the other £hews the 1·ejol11tion of a v:rm. 

'J he pcrfon, who from Jear of being hurt, would refu(.:: 
kndrng his affifl:a11ce to a fellow creature, who rc­
g uirc-.1 it, is undcfcning of the dai!y fopport he re­
ceives fro;n the community ;imongll: which he live~; 
whi!ll the irafcible man, ready upon e,·ery occalion to 

c:narrcl \\ith, and cnallenge eHry one who o.ftcnds him, 
n:1_\· be eftcemed as a nu,jcwce ro focicty, and like a 
wild bean, ,vho:e nature he choo(es to refrmble, be 

ought to be confined from cnjo1 ing his liberty, !ell he 
fooul,l offe r injury to thofe he conve11es with. ]Lt 

}o,v .:-idi-:ulous, ,._foe, it is to arP-ue, a if l \\ilhc<l you 
J O • 

t o dcciine the combat, at any timt>, th:·ough fwr; er 

kH yon fhoulJ gr.ta bi"ck eye or bloody nofe . r~•r.r, 
unleCs it is the frar cf doing '1.L'rong, is far too mean 

d r "1 ' • 1 C •n ! a:: 1e1Ti,C a pr::1c1p1e 1or me to w1 1 you e,er to JC 

<1 i.'.:«11te d by. I would \\i01 my boys to be go,·crnetl 

by 1,ol-Lr 1T.o:i\·ec, and more gcnerouj incitement s, th~n 

that of Jear; :.ind therefore I would have them far 
frperior to the fear of bein6 laughed at. .,.\nd wh:-it~ 
ever you r-,ay think of it young man, be affured, th::i.t 
to di( egard the foeer and dcrifion of our comp.:rnions, 

when the-y-wifh to £hake us from our ,·i rtue, di{covers 
greater ro,.rage, and much more ufil.•(t.·on , t h:rn to en­
gage ,,. i1h erery one who offends us can po11ibly do. 
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To be a good boxer requires only bodily !1:rength and 

agility; but to overlook an injury, and conquer our 

own impetuofity, afks much magnanimity, and ihength 
of underil:anding, and is by far the moil difficult tafls:; 

confequently difrovers Ji1.perior abilities to perform. 

But, Sir, foid Mr. 'Tj:Jon, turning to Mr. R.otd:flrd, I 

beg your pardon for thus neglecting- you, whilfl: I 

lecture my fon ; only l know the young man is a littie 

too arnch attached to that abfurd opinion, that courage 

is befc difpl ayed by fightin~: ~ Joolijh an error, that I 
fa in wodd remove it from bis hBrrrt. 

Incccd, replied I'.Ir. R ctchford, you need make no 
ap oiogy for your fubjeu: Charles, l have remarked 
with pleafore, has been very 2ttentive to what you 

faid, and [ hope will treafore it up in his memory, for 

the go\-ernmcnt of his future con<lull. But what, 

Cha:-lu, have you done with the blind man whom your 

fii er.d Ju.u kft you with? Vie came expecting to 

fi nd ,0.1 :l t h:s houfc, and did not fuppofe ,,c fhould 

meet you here. Ppon my word you hc.n-e had a fine 
adventure this morning, and Dain one of your comba­

t:!nts, l he,1r. 0 ! Sir, do not mention that part of the 

:i!F:: ir, faid C•;arits; for the gentlemtm I killee:l, was fo 
\ \Orth y, fo honr t1, fo faithful, fo ufcfol a member of fo­

ciety, th::;.t it i:; :1'rno!1 a pity James did not lofe his 
cirm, inltcacl of K erper his life. Only think, papa, 
he w~.s the poor blmJ man's dog that ufed to kc:d 

him about; he flew at Ja:,:u, merely in defence of his 
maP-er, and· I cut his thro;u; I almoH· wifh I had cut 

rnr own, before! had done fo, 
.H ufh I 
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Hufh ! my dear, exclaimed Ivir. Rotchford, and do 

not allow your tcngue to rL n on in that un briclkd 

m:rnner; it is a fooli!h habit to gtt into, which is very 

foon acquired; and gives an air of lc'Vity to converfa­

tion, highly un~ecoming the character of a fenfib1e 

man; and fuch I wo!.l]d always wifh you to appear. I 

do not at all \\'Onder that you grieve for k;iling th(:! 

dog; his poor rnafier mnfl be fadly dil1 re1Ted by his 

lofs; but yet, ci:-cumfianced as ycu all were, I do 

not think you were to blame for what you diJ: on 

the con rr:::.ry, J think you ,:c1cd in the bell rr,;;nner 

that you could have done in foch a cifagrec.4.6'.e fi:!.1-

at;on; for had you attempted puliing the dr·g ,rn;;!', 

in•aJI probability he would h:ire torn off Jr,m ~s':,, c1r:11, 

a. le~.1l have fo muc½ woundeJ ;t .-;s to ma;.;:e him 1oo(e 

the u(e of it. 1f J coulJ foppofr, that throu gh crwli.J, 

or rncrc-l y becau f,i it w.1s in your pr,--.r.:,r fo to do, :, :) Ll 

kil 1e<l tl1e do6 ; I ftwuld lock upon yo J \",ith dr.11/a• 

ti,,1, rnd as de 1erving the fe..-crcll: cha!l:lement. L ir, 

accorai!lg to yCt,r !rienJ :?)/im':, 1cprelc:1t;i:ion of 

t;,e ,.1Lir, I think ) ou acqui~tcJ ) ourfcif \ cry man­

fu:l;,·, anJ Loth be and you, not krgctting my little 

friend Sam here, (;i(piayed a .-ery proper deg; cc of 

cour,,ge an<l hum::rniry in you _poceedings; Y-.hich 

h,s, I affure you, gi·:en Mr. fJJ011, your mother and 

my!e:f great and .f:n,t,·e rlc:ifurc: and acquired in fo 

good a caulc as that c_/a_:f.,lir.g the J~?r~f"eJ, Jr,mu may 

truly elteem the fcc,.rs (,\hich l fe;:r he 1\ill anv~ys h,i·,e 

in his arm) as fc.1.rs cf her.or; 3nd the recoliedic•n of 

the 1/Jalt1:!r t½t>y \';:?re received) mufl: ere r ::i ffor<l him 

fa tisfatlion, 
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fatisfacl:ion, and heart-felt delight. For, to do good,. 
and relieve our fellow creatures, is an employment not 
only pleafing at the moment of action, but affords 
comfort and corn placency to the mind every time it re­
:fieB:s upon it; and in the moil: diftreffing circum• 
fiances that m:iy befal us through life, fpreads a 
cheerful ferenity over the foul, more delightful than 
can be expreifed or imagined, by thofe who have not 
felt its pleafing influence. 

Had virtue and humanity no promife of future re­
ward in that enrlaH:ing ftate of exiftence which is to 
fucceed to this prefent life; ftill it would be our 
highefi: intcrcfl: to be guided by it, fince nothing 
;jffords fuch fincere delight to the heart of man, as the 
confci0ufnefs of ha\·ing acled nobly, and being bene­
ficial to his fellow creatures. 

"Rejl,"llion cm a worthy dad that's pojl, 
" J,f/ifl )'ield a pleafure, <v.)hich foal/ erver lajl; 
"' And in the fiafon of dillrefs and grief, 
"Bring to the MJKll> AFFLICTED, fore relief." 

That is moft undonbtedly true, rejoined Mr. CJjjon, 
an J not lefs certain is it, 

" CJ'hat the remodrcl!ce if an allton bafe, 
" ll/,ll Jill tl.Jt mind rit"itb forrvw and <lifgrace; 
" ..lh:d in tbe hour of 'WJt! increafe tht pai11, 
H So as me/; (Irt to cure )hall be m rvflin," 

VoL, I. H Indeed 



'!'be Ro TCHFORDS; c-r 

Indeed, replied Mr. Rotchford, I think your verfe it 

:rn excellent counterpart to mine; and though we 

need not difpute about the /ublimity of either, yet the 

,;noral they both contain is admirable, and I hope thefe 

young men will bear :it in remembrance, fo as never­

"° yield to the felicitation of ervil, let it appear in 

whatever tempting fuape it may; or omit performing 

:i good acl:ion, though attended with hazard and dif • 

.riculty. 
V/ith thiJ, and foch like inllruclive converfation, th~ 

two gentlemen entertained their fons till they reached 

Mr. Rotchford's houfe again; where they found Jame, 

'Ijf·n (whofe arm had been drcffcd by his father and 

l\.1rs. Rctcl.j'v:··d when he fofl returned) in violent 

pain, which erry moment, jnfic.1d of abating, grcJt1y 

increafed, fo that 1'v1r. cr:rfun thought it nece{fo.ry to 

iend for ::i. forgeon. Upr.,n. his arriral, poc•r James wal 

oblige<l ::o 1.rn~1 crro a VCl')' n:1i~1ful examination c.f ;:is 
... , .. 

wound; · but he bore it v,ith t11::t quiet fo tlrn ;iEon;, 

which is e;cr a certii.n p.roof of great r~folutioii., ar.d 

tn1e· mag11c!nimity of foul. 

.After his arm ,v::.s bound up, l\.1r. Pjj,l!i addre.ffcd 

,himfdf to him, faying, "\V1.:il ! I hope, young gcntle­

m:tn this will make yo~ remember engaging \vith dcgs 

agr,:n, ._nJ prcve.~t yen fnr 1]1e fotme fronl ever gct­

jng j i:to foch kind of ikirmifhcs. _ 
,. 1· d ,-.- . , r. r • 

hz,lced,· Sir, rep 1e · jnmcs \v1t11 .. ome c~g,rnc1s, 1t 

will !,Ot; fo!· were the fame circum:lanccs to h:iprcn 

to-n:orrcw, thcugh one uf my .. rms js confined, l wo:iid 

.cxu~-:hc cthir LO the utrno11: in fo good a caufo; and 
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if I loft that too, I fhould even then have the fatisfac. tion of thinking they both died nobly, and fpilt their blood in the defence of the old and hdplefs; and furely the comfort that refletlion muft afford, would be greater than in keeping them to hang ufelefs by my fides,. .Nc6ly faid ! cried Mr. Rotchford. That boy., Sir., ad .. cheffing bi_mfelf to his father., reflec1s honor upon all his family; and I doubt not, he will be the delight and comfort of your declining age, ihould Heaven be pleafed to continue both your lives till he grows to maturity. 

The young gentleman, indeed, rejoined Mr. P.fylli, appears to ha,e trnej)irit; bu t I cannot help hoping, that he wiil not fall a prey to the dogs: they, I think-., are ratl1er undeferving of fo noble an antagonift. And pray, foid he, turning to Charles, and holding him under .tL .. e chin, \\ ho have } ou been engaging with? ]us a dog gin'.n you !hofc black eyes? 1f I guefs 6ght. it m uli,harc been a tcti.:o legged one; was not it? Charles blt,O,('d, ·.•,iii!it his father anfwered for him, faying, "No, no, Sir, Charles did, not figh t with a dog, il was fulllc un (fodged hirds that procured him that vene­=-~ble conntenance. He is an hone fl: li ttle fello\v, and ' to rcfrue Lhe miferable '"nd wj'uvcd fa:-nily of aj/1arrow;, endangered the lofs of his t:)t.:i , rather imprzdenlJ', we mufl cu,1frfs; but ic was with a g .;od ccfign ; \\ith the ·110Me i11tc11~ion of ch;; lifing crndl_),. J\n<l, therefore, hil:! hi-., dcfcr\'ing of commenL,cttion and c1l~cm B t 
~ • I 

• U , for .the future, I ho.t ,e he ,;ii; ca.I i,1 d[Jcreticn to hi3 ai11iL.mce, before he 1 unen himfelf to be h urricd in to 
H z adion 
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action by the firft impulfe of his mind. 1\1r. Pjjlli 

joined in applauding the humanity of Charles; and 

after giving proper directions to James 'ljfon con­

cerning his arm, took his leave, promifing to call at 

IVIr. '(;fon's the next day. 

Afrer his departure, James again accomp2nied his 

brothers and Charles into the garden, but his arm was 

in too much pain to permit him to engage in play; 

befides, he had been ordered to keep ftill, and upon no 

2ccotrnt to over heat himfelf: they therefore paffcd 

their time in quiet c0nverfa1ion, relating to each 

ether many inciden,s that ha1 happen ed at their rc­

fpccli\'C fchools. ~ hi:11: they were: thus cngnged, 

feated, or rather bing, upon a hcnch, I\Jifo Kitty 

pafred by, crying mof!: pit1ot1fly, which her brother 

perceiving, firetched out his h,rnd to her, faying, 

l\1y clear Kate, what i:; the matter with you? \\ hat 

~s the caufe of your farrow? Cowe} faid he, gently 

drawing her towa1<ls him, come and fit c.lo,\ll by us, 

ar:d tell me what has vexed you. lutty ,.ccepted his 

invitation, and feated herfelf between her brother and 

7ames Cfjfin, but continued fobbing fo much, that 

for fome time !he could not fpeak. At lal1:, in broken 

accents, {he fobbed out, My fl1uirrel ! my pretty 

fi1uirrel is killed! and it has made me Jo fick ; I D1,dl 

ne, er forget how it looked! 0 ! dear heart ! And 

.igain her tears put a ftop to her utterance. Your 

Jquirri:l, my dear, faid Cbada ! what has killed it? 

how got ic hurt? tell us, my dear, all about it; per­

h.,ps it is not dead; where is it? 0 ! repiicd fl1c, I 
hope 
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hope it is before this time, poor thing! how it tried 

to come to me after he had pulled off its tail? Pulled 

cff its tail! rejoined Charles, Who has pulled off its 

tail ? A boy> faid {he. Mary and I were going to play 

with Mifs Smith at next door, and I had the fq uirrel 

upon my fhoulder; and jufi after I had !hut the gate, 

I found that a boy, whom 1 did not fee before, had 

fnatched him a~ ay : I turned round directly, and 

begged him to return it, but he only laughed at me, 

an<l twirled it roun<i by its tail quite out of my reach; 

and when 111ary and I both went clofe to him, begging 

him not to be fo barbarous, but to give it us again; 

ne ran away, holding it up, and twifting it round 

and round, \Vhillt the poor dear creature kept kicking 

its little feet as fafi: c:s it could, to get loofe; at Jail, 

fome how or other, it turned round and bit him: and 

then he fv:ore at it, and taking its body in one hand, 

whilfi he held its tail in the other, he pulled the tail 

off, and then threw it upon the ground. The poor 

little animal, bleeding, and tortured as it was, came 

running towards me; and jufi: as I ha<l got it in my 

hand, the cruel wretch caught hold of the ribbon, which 

you know it wore round its neck, and again fnatched 

i,t fro :n me, and r an away with it, holding it as if it 
w as hange<l; \\ hic h by thi s time, poor thi ng ! it is to be 

ho ped th at it i~ ; fe,r 1 am fore he will only torment 

it t iil it cti es. L nc.f which \;ay did he go? enquired 

Cha;·les, eagerly ? TowarJs the mill-pon<l, replied 

K itt}, Then l will go after him, faid Charles, this 

moment, and fee if it is yet dead, Aye, let us, faid• 

H 3 James, 
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7ames, he defervcs to be hanged him felf for his cruelty., .. 
Never cry, pretty ll1i.fs, faid Joe, we will go hunt the 
/quirrel, and bring him back to you alive or dead ; he 
has already0 you fay, loft his tail, and perhaps by the 
time we catch him, his worfhip may have paned with 
his head alfo; but depend upon it we will re11ore his 
J'emJins to you, and then you may quiet his gho!l: with 
all proper funeral folemnities; fo your fervant Mifs. 

Do nM laugh at her Joe, faid his brother, the poor 
girl feems in fad difl:refs; you fhould not do fo. 
Nay! replied Joe, I thought I was behaving wender­
fol civil; but if you do not like it, I will not fay fo 
any more; fo Mifs, hark ye, ]anw fays we mufl: net 
hunt the fquirreJ, and bring him back to you, fo if I 
•find it I will help hang it. Pfhaw ! how can yoL, be fo 
tirefome ! rejoined James, do come along, and do not 
ftand wafting the time in talking nonfenfe. 

They then all ran full f peed the way Kitty had di­
i-ecled them, enquiring of etery body they met, Whe­
ther they had feen a boy with a fq uirrel in his hand? 
l3ut they could gain no information for a confiderable 
time; till at I aft, palling by a fmall hot: fe, the door 
of which was open, they heard a giri's voice, fa) ing, 
Do not give it co the cat Jack! Let me have it, cannot 
you ? Cbarlu peeped his head in to fee what it wcis ; 
and their difcovered his antagonifr, whom he had been 
engaged with in the morning, holding the poor fq uirrcl 
for a cat to jump at. Enraged :it the fight, he waited 
110t for any invitation, but going into the houCe, fo l­
iowed by the three 'ly/m1, feized lhe boy by the arm, 
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1:>efore he was aware, and demanded the fquirrel to be 

inftantly delivered. A fcuffie immediately en rued, and 

;faml'S, regardlefs of his own fufferings, when he faw 

Charles (who was much lefs than the other boy) in · 

-0anger of being overpowered, directly engaged in his 

.defence. Joe declined lendi1)g any afiibnce, faying, 

it was ccciuard9• for more than one to attack a boy at a. 

time; and Sam, though he added to the buftle, yet 

was too little to afford much help. Frightened at this 

confufion, the girl, who before had been begging the 

fs_u:rrcl might be given to her, ran out and fetched in 

her father, who w~s working in a neighbouring ba1 n. 

He entered the houfe \,·ith his flail in his hand, witlt 

,,. hich he immediately faluted the backs of his viutors, 

demanding, in an aniry tone, \Vhat bufincfs they had. 

there? 'To which Charles replied; The bu!inefs we 

came upon.., was tO reriuirc a fquirrcl, which thjs boy 

has ftolen fr.)m one of my {ifcers, like a good-for. 

nothing thief as he i:, ; and inllc.:ad of refloring it as 

he ought to do, he refofes to give it up: and like a 

co1.,i.;ard, knowing himfclf to be Jlro11ger than I am, 

onrcame me and threw rr.e down. So now, if you ar~ 

his father, pleafe to order him to give me the fquirrel: 

and if he is your fon, you ought to teach him to 

behave with leis cruelty towards thofe animals that falt 

into his hands. 

Upon my word you are a fine fpirited cbap, I [ee, 

replied the man; but I know nothing at all of the 

matter; if he has got t},e fquirrel, I fuppofe it is his, 

an_.<l he ou~ht to keep it if he likes it. And if it is 

fl 't JOttrJ, 
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yo:tr;, you are at liberty to get it from him, if you 
c:1.n; I can fay nothing more to it, you mufl: fettle it 
ietwi.xt you, I think, and fight it out; and he that 
proves himfelf the belt man, mufl: run away with the 
prize, that is all 1 know of the matter; only let u~ have 
fair play, and do not half a dozen of you attack the 
boy at once; that cannot be right I am fore. But 
where is the mighty fquirreJ, that all this ncifi is 
21.bout? I have got it in my hand ftil1, faid the boy. 
Then give it me, cried his father, ycu cannot fight 
\\ hiUl yonr hands are full; give it me>, I fay ! and 
then try who the fquirrel be'.ongs to, and let the bei1 
n1an h.1\·e it, I fay. 

The boy then delirercd the fguiirel to his father, 
which was :i.Jready fqucezed to death, and turning to 
C;,a·t~.s, in an infulting manner enquired, Jf he had :i 
niind for a fecond part of what he gave him in the 
l1iO.:-n:ng? Dut, l fancy, continued he, c:rlthough you 
,,, ere pie;i_{ed to call me a cc::.vard, I ga\·e you a beIJy 
·fo lI of fighting ; I be I ieve ;·r ·, are too much nf a COi\ ard 
to choo{e to h:.,·e a feccnJ bont of it; but ilrip, and 
ome along, Sir, and let us fee \\ho the rquiirel be­

longs to by rights, as my father faJs, I ;~m not in the 
l ,, r d r 1· ' C' ' b t I r .c:--,1r a; ;·az or you, rep 1eo oar tu; u ~,s 1ee you 
lt::ive alrc-~~dy lw/td the fquirrel, ic is of very li,tle im­
portance who it be!o1igs to: 1 ,vill no: therefore fo f.ir 
.f,,,r,-r.de rr.\·frlf as to fi:::.11t with vou, whill1 woulJ Let 0 / ~ ' 

pll:tting myfelf upon a ievel \\ith an zwptj7, iJ1/;l{1,1m:, 
C:,

0~•-•araij frlio,y; for haL! )OU the frint of a J//{/11, (jf 

-tl e 1H·.tr~ of a h~man crcatu1r_, : ou r,'oLdc Le dh:in:c4 
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to torment, and hurt thefe poor animals, who never 

offended you, and are incapable of afiiiling thcm­

felves. 

This fpeech very little fatisfied the boy that Clarle.s 

~ was not afraid of him; he therefore began abufing him 

with moft virulent lanzuage, and at the fame time gave 

him feveral very hearty blows, which Charles received 

with the moft unmoved compofure; and then faid, 

When you have banged me as long as you think necef- _ 

fary, to difcover your courage, you will, I fu ppc,fe, leave 

off: in the mean time, I hope you are convinced [ am 

not afraid of you; though, as I before told you, [ 

think you far beneath my notice to fight with, and 

I heartily wifh I had not honored you fo far t 11is 

morning. But yon are very welcome to go on as long 

as you pleafe, and i11ew your prowefs by being able to 

fight with one who does not refifr you. 

This noble firmnefs of Charin provoked and morti­

fied the boy beyonJ exprefiion, he would far rathtr 

l1ave endured rhe pain of many blows jn a battle, 

than be treated with foch cool indifference. In ~hcrr, 

J1e flew into fo violent a paffion, that to what dangerous 

lengths it might have carried him, there is no know­

i11g, h.1d·not his father taken hold of his arm, anJ made 

l1im deiifl:, throwing down the f q .ii, rel at the fame 

time, faying, \Vhat an infofferable pack of fools are 

here, all making this ado about a nc1.ily d1aJ fguirrel, 

that is not worth fo much as a fingle ihaw. I with 
you had all been well flogged before I came to hinder 

tny time amongfl: you for no purpofe. I thoug-ht 

to 
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to be fore, when Sall came into the barn to fetch me, ii 
was for fomething of more confeqence than this, or I 

would fooner have laid my head under the flail than come 

away from my work, had I known that this fquirre1, 

giving it a kick with his foot,was all the mighty matter. 

The fquirrel, faid Cl•arles, now it is dead, may not 

be worth a jlra:-w; but when yonr boy jicle it from my 
fifier, it was alive, and worth a great deal, as foe 
valued it very highly. I think, therefore, if hh head 

or tail was laid under the flail, it v.:ould be no more 
than he defervcs. But come along, James, let us go. 

Not ,vithout the carcafi, I hope, cried Joe; fer I pro­
rnifed the lady to bring the dear objecl of her farrows 

back to her embraces, either alive or dead; fo by 
your lean, ~ntlemen thrajhers, I will pick up, and 
carry away this bone of contention. But pray where 
is its tail? for a fquirrel without its tail is like a 

thrajher without hisjlail,-ofno rife. So the tail! the 

tail! refl:orc the tail ! or abfolutely I wirl take your3 
home int1ead, faid he to the boy, giving him at the 

fame time a pinch upon his bottom. Indeed I iliall 
11ot part with that, replied the boy. ·with your orz.wr, 

or the .fquirrel's, enguired Jof, for 0J1e I am deter .. 
mined to have; cnly as l ,vould never wifl1 to be 

guilty of an zmci-vil aclion, I would leave it to your 
option, which it iliall be; fo, Sir, pleafe to decide, 

that I may proceed accordingly. The boy, not at .ill 

in a jocular temper of mind, was going to .fhike Jae 
for his ill timed mirth, had not his father prevented 

lii1n ; and in a loud angry vo1~e, told him to 
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be q1tiet ! and gi,·e back the fguirrel's tail that mo­

ment, without any farther difhirbance ! or I v.ill flog 

yours for you, I promife you, Jack, faid he. The 
boy then took it from l1is pocket, and throwing it in 
:Joe's face, faid~ 1 here f tale it then! and I wi fh T could 

kno;:k out your brains with it. Joe then ftnck it in 
his hat, and 1"an after his brothers, and Charles Rotch-

ford, who had \, alked off, when he returned into the 

houfe to pick up the dead fquirrel. Upon their re­

turn, they found IVIr. CJyfan waiting for them to go 

home, who appe:ired rather difplealed at their long 

abfence, at the time he had appointed for their depar­

ture; but when James related how they had bee11 

detained~ inftead of D1ewing any figns of anger, he 

greatly commended their readinefs to allifl: M ifs Kitf_)1,, 

and highly appbuded Charles for his magnanimity, i11 
not fuffering himfelf to be provoked by the boy's in­
folence to fight with h:m. 

This one inirance, faid he to his boys, has difcovered 
mo,.e rifolut;on and .firmm.fs of mind, than fifty battles 

could po.C-ioly ha,·e done; and fo nobly to rcfirain and 

fubdHe his O'.vn impetuofiry of temper, was a conqucfr 

far more dijjicult ; and, if for no other reafon, is on that 

acccunt alone, more ,vorthy of app1aufe, than the 

defeat of the molt powerful antagonifl: w0uld haYe 

been. fodeed, faid James, he did belrnve ;:100: notly; 

I fe:1..r, if r had had both my a rms at liberty I could not 

hwc acted fo. And I am fore r n~vcr •u:ould, rejoined 

'Joe , I hwe no uo.'ion of Handing flill to be pummelled 

like a pofr1 without returning a few blow~ with intereft, 

• for 
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for my part. Ko! I know, Joe, faid his father, 
you have no notion of correcting your own failings, 
or moderatin-g your pdiions at any time; but believe 
me, you will never by men of Jen.fa be held in higher 
ellimation upon that account; every rnr can )nap 
when offended; but it requires reafan, 1fjo!ution, and 
greatnifs of faul, to pafs over and dfjpifi an oifence. 
l\Jr. Tyfa11 was proceeding, when Joe interrupted. fay­
jng, 0 ! I muft feek for Mifs Kitty before we go ! for 
l have brought home her fquirrel; I told her I wou!d. 

J u!l: as he was lea,·ing the room in purfuit of her, 
!he en tere<l ; and feeing the tail of her beloved pet 
jn his hat, fhe held out hn h,i1id for ir, and burf!: into 
tears. Jee then took O!.lt of his pocket the body of the 
fquirrel, \\ hich he had \\rapped up in a large dock­
Jeaf, anJ making a very low bow, prefented it to her, 
faying, Receive, fair damfel, the remains of the object 
of your tender 3ffec,ion ! Receive it from my h:rnds ! 
But permit me to \\ear, as a trophy of the fervices I 
ha\'e afforded you, this fine hrufhy tail in my beaver. 

Kitty Ofene<l tl,e Jc,J, and upon the fi6 ht of the 
m~ngled body exclaimed, 0 ! my Jear pr•:!tty fquirrel ! 
what fhall I do for you? You will never again .fit 
upon my hand to crack and e.:1t }OU:- nuts. 0 ! dear! 
0 ! dear ! I would not have lof!: ye u for all the \.\'Or]d ! 
But pr .. y, l\,faf'cer Jee, give me the t~il, for that i:, the 
only part I foall be able to keep; thi~ body will foon 
fmell fo difagrccable, that I !hall noL be able to bear ir, 
fo pray let me have its [-'Jetty tail to keep by way of 
rcmembr,.rncc of him. No, no! replied he, tl:e t.iil 

kl:j!cy 
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Mi.ffey is mine by right of conqueft; and I ihall not 

refign that; I only prornifed you to bring back the !Jody, 

and that I have done; but this, faid he, _taking it out 

of his hat, and tickling her face with it, this is mine, 

and you m uft excufe my keeping it, becaufe I like it 

much. Befides, I have ju!l: come into my head, a ufl 

for which I iliall want it, fo indeed I car.not let you 

have it, therefore I wif11 yell good ni ght , m~dam, and 

away he ran ; but Mr. Cfjfon calling him back, feverely 

reprimanded him for his unpolite behaviour, and in­

filled upon his refl:oring the tail of the fquirrel to its 

rightful owner. After which they all took le.we, and 

returned home . 

Poor Kitty !till continued in the cleerell tribulation, 

and fat weeping and larnent;ng oH r her dead fguirrcl , 

as if labouring under the heaviefl: affiiuion. F or fome 

time her papa and mamma took no notice of her, 

thinking it very natural that fhe fhoulcl be ..:oncerned 

at the lofs of fo engaging a Ji ttlc animal, that had been 

fo fond of her, ,,nd with \\hich ilie had fo frequently 

been entertained. But when fhe continued to mourn 

and weep over i~, as if bcwail1ng the death of a near 

friend, they judged it proper to endc.w0ur to check the 

viulcnce of her farrow, ard Mrs. R.otcl:ford th us ad­

drdl-:!d her. I wonder not, my cc,1r girl, that you 

fhou1d be greatly concerned at the lofs of your little 

fquirrel; it certainly w2.s .t ,cry pretty animal , and had 

a number of entertaining tricks, \d1ich might \\ell 

engage) our love for it; ancl if you could have beheld 

without regret the cruel tre .. tme11t it has met with, I 
fhould 
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ihouJd think you were not poffeffed of any feelings or 
, lrnmanity, and were nndeferving of my love and 

efteem: for never can I ejlcem or have a good opinion of 
tho{e perfons, who, unmoved, can behold the fofferings 
of any of the brute creation, much leis of one they 
have long known, and received pleafure from. But 
.fii11, my dear, though fenfibility is rnoft pleafing in 
every one's character; yet ought we not to ind11lge it 
to an immoderate degree, fince excefi in that is wrong, 
as well as in any other particular. R ejo/utim, you 
know, is as necr;ffary a qualification for us to po!Tefs, 
as any other that can be thought of. Having, there­
fore, now my love, fufficiently proved your farrow for 
the unfortunate death of yoU1: 1qu irrel, endeavour tEt 
difplay as confpicuoufly your fortitude and refaluthn, 
by fupprefiing your tears, and tr) ing to recover your 
former cheerfolncfs, 

Jn rhis life, K1t1y, we mufl: expc.:1: to meet with 
many and gr,at afflictions; and even foch mufl: be 
quietly fobmitted to, and borne with patie'1ce ,,nd re­
ii()n::nion. But hew, think you,, fl1all ,,c ever be able 0 

• 

to do this, unlefs we accu:lom our1elns to fuppo.:-r 
with fortitt,dc the lcfier c\-i ls chat beLl us? A nJ if 
you a1e fo prodigiouf1y gncvcd for the dc,Hh of your 
fq u,nel, what wot.Id you <.10 if enc of your l.rorheJ s, or 
fi.lcrs, or ) our papa, or my ie.f w .. s to ctic ? vc :r!y 
as yo:.i loved your f(_iu irrc1, l do 110t llvll:lt buc ) on 
lo,e ns al! much bl!tter: hew then \, oulcl } vt1 n 'pport 
our lois, if you cannot bt.:tr rh:,t 01 0 j ) .H. It ,.11.m'~.J: 
Endtavou1 th(.'n., •. y dear c .• 11J, to x.rt yoi.1, r.!fi l,t-

uon, 
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t'ion; and confider, how infignificant is your trouble, in 

comparifon of poor Jack Brown's, who, you know, has 

jult lofi: his only :lifter? or than the Mifs Allbirts, whofe 

papa and mamma are both lately dead. That, to be 

fore, interrupted Kitty, crying,. mull be a very fad 

thing; but I am fa ferry for my fquirrcl , it was fo 

exceedingly tame t I never faw one like :it, that would 

t:ome when it was called, and go into its houfe the 

moment it was bid; I am fore l never foall have fuch 

another as long as ever I live. Very likely not;, my 

dear, replied her mamma, neither will Mifs .Allbirts 

ever, as long as they live, have another father and mo­

ther; nor Jack BrorvJn another fifi:er. B nt notwith­

ftanding that their place can never be fopplied, frill 

mufl: they bear their 1ofs, and with patimce too, other .. 

wife they \,ill act very wron g , and by their con d uct 

difplea:e .:\lmighty God, which will be far worfe than 

any aflliEtion they ca n endure. 

But indeed, mamma , faid Kitt_;•, f c:rnnot help crya 

ing; and if any of yo u were to die , l am Jure I couiJ 

not bear it. 'l h~t, my loYe, rejoinc<l M1 s. Rotcljr,rd1> 

is a Jlrange manner of talking: yoL mujl bear it , you 

know, was God pleafed to tc::. ke any ot us from rou ; 

an<l your fa 1 ing you cculd not end ur~ it, . 1ou lJ no 

more reltore us to you, d, _!' you r prcfent tc-.rs will 

bring b~ck the fq uirrel. It is then·fore abfurJ to 

allow yourfclf to J!Jt',,k in th,.t rnanner. Vle r;:t/J 

fttbn,it to ,vh:-itcver the Aimighty thi1.ks proper to ap­

point ; and it is curd u ty to fL 1rn1i t alfo wid1 pat ·.:;zce. 

I do not n ~an th:u \YC are expected to part from 

our 
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our friends, and thofe things which centributed to 
our happinefs, without farrow; that, if we have any 
feeling or gratitL1de in our hearts, would be impoj/ible; 
and God never requires tis to perform thote things 
v.hich \\-e cannot. But though we may jufily grieve, 
yet we are not to fofFer our grief to run to fuch extra. 
vagant lengths, as to make us forget our duty and 
obedience co God. 1n every trouble we muft depend 
upon him for affiftance; and may re!l affured, if we 
endeavour to exert ourfeJves, and bear with refoluticn 
thofe ills he permits to befd us, he will take ;care 
that we 1hall never have greater troubles than wejhall 
be a~Jie to bear. 

lt is extremely wrong, therefo:·e, for any bo !y to fay, 
they canmt Lear the .:1ffiic:.ions of life; for fo pport them 
in fome way or other they undoubtediy m ufi; and the 
more they fl:rive to fo11ain them with fonitucc, the Iefs 
dreadful will they find the burden. But really, Kltty, 
to lament fo e:uec,li11gly Lr the death of a fquirrel, is 
n~ t only ridiculous, but a!·fclu ely q~•rr;ng. I mull: 
thcr<'fore beg you will fopprefs) cur tears) and not give 
fo great a proof that you arc q ui:e deflitute of all re­
folu tion. Only think of the poor man's dog that your 
bro•her killed to-day; that was a much greater lofs, 
for it not only afforded him entertr.imnent and plcaji,re, 
as your fquirrel did you, !,ut alfo was of prodigious ufi 
to him, by fafcl / cond uB:ing him from one place to 
anorhcr; and yet you hear he bore its 1ofs \\ith much 
greater fortitude th:m you do yours. 

But 
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But then he was a man, faid Kitty, and men always 

do bear misfurtunes better than women, fo forely he 
may be fuppofed to bear it better than I can. Men, 
replied Mrs. Rotchford, ought undoubtedly to fupport 
whatever evil may befal them with refolution; but fo~ 
my dear child, ihould <z.eomen a!fo; and I .fhould be 
very ferry, indeed, to fuppofe, that becaufe I was a 
woman, I muft for that reafon have no fortitude or 

jirmmfi of mind. Do not, I befeech you, my child, ever 
foppofe that your fix will excufe you from giving way 
to 'H.:eakmfi, impatience and folly; for, if once you are 
pofieffcd with this notion, you will begin to foppofe it 
unmcrjfary to exert thofe faculties of the mind which are 
equally beftowed upon 11.comen, as well as men. In fome 
inflances, indeed the qualiiications of boys and girls, 
nu~n and women, differ widely ; and what in the one 
fex is abfolutely requifite, in the other would appear 
moft ridiculous and difgnfl:ing. For inftance, there 
certainly was no improprieJy in Charin's riding on the 
top of the hay-cart yeilerday, and t:tking off his coat 
and wai!l:coat whilft he was ailifiing in loading it. But 
would it not have appeared mofl: drwdful~v indelicate,. 
· i you or ) our fi ffers had em ployed you; [elves in the 
fame manner, and pulled off your frocks and frays? 
Or if like Charl.s, you were to jump over every pole 
you came to, do not you think it would be moft frjght. 
folly rude? On the contrary, was Ch,1,-fes to walk 
q uiecly with liis hands before him, phy with a doll, or 
:fit do·,1vn to work with a needle, would it not appear 
equally rn.:iculous and clifpleafing? But this by no 

VoL, I. I mean 
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mean proves, that there may not be virtues of the 

mind capab1• of being praclifed by both frxes. And 

this is always implied both in the laws of God and men, 

the fame rule being gi\·en for one, as for the other; the 

fame rewards promifed to both, for compliance with 

thofe Ia\\ s, and the fame pu ni{hmen ts threatened to all 

who tranfgrefs, whether male or female: which would 

be abfolutely cruel and uJ1j11jl, were the women inca­

pable of fulfilling them as well as tbe men. 

But pray, Madam, do not you reckon men and boys 

much ftrongcr than <U-'C arc? faid Kit!J•· In mnfct!~ar 

or bodily firength, I do, indeed, my dear, replied Mrs. 

Rotchfcrd, think they far [urp a /s us; and, through the 

.id van tag es they gencrall y acquire from cd ncati on 

and cufiom, l like,\ife think that their undcrHandings 

are frequently foperior; but with refpeEt to the •virtues 

of the ioul, I verily bclieYe there is not a f •,g!r: ftmait, 

who 1:1a)' not, if ihe endeavours, rife to as great a height 

as any in the male character: and I am always grieved 

when I hear fome of our fex, endeavouring to excu{e 

their cv-.n particular weakneffcs and follies, under the 

pretence, that civomw may be es:cuft:d, ancl are not 

,xpcc?d to h:n:c fortiLude, or all wich ruo lution. To 

r):cei in any thing, \Ve mu l1 believe it p(IJi!J!e to do fo ; 

otherwi:e, \\e certainly fhall not take p:nns to acqu;re 

what we foppofe beyond our re.1ch. lf, for inHancr, 

you thought it imprj/ib!e to read or write \\ell; to work 

neatly, or make your painting refcmble nature, you 

certainly would never give yourfelf any farther pains 

in enicavouring to do1 what after all 1 would be impof-
fib!e. 
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jible. So likewife, if girls \Vill be content to adopt 
the notion, that becaufe they are not men, they cannot 
poffefs patience, fortitude, courage, nor refolution; 
there is then, indeed, but little chance of their ever 
exerting any: and it is from firfi: forming fuch an opi­
nion, :ind then indulging themfelves in the weaknefs 
that fprings from it, that fo many women aa ridicu­
louCTy, and bring difcredit upon tl1eir whole fex. Do 
not any of you, my beloved girls, give way to this 
pernicious weaknefs; let modejly and humility govern 
all your aclions , at the fame time, be perfua ded, that 
a great degree of perfeEtion is within your reach, i[ 
,,ou will but cnica-vour to attajn it; but without con­
Hant vigilance, great exert:on, and unfnaken refolu­
tion, you will never be able to excel in any virtue . 
. Kitty had been fo attentive to her mamma, that 
during the latter part of her difcourfe .fhe had almoft 
forgotten the fobjecl which firfi gave rife to it, and fat: 
v,ich her dead fquirrel in her hp, without appearing to 
pay any revrd to it. But no foo:1er did M·rs. Rotch-
f.,rd ceafe fpeaking, than J1.e cafl her e.,es upon her 
little favorite, and ag:1in burH: fort[1 into tears. I am. 
fore, faid fue, I 11a\e been iiilening to all )Ou have been 
frying, and whi:!1: you were difcourfing, thought I would 
110~ mind the death of my fquirre]; but now that yo:.i 
hare 1:opped J1)eaking, and I fre this dear liltle creature 
lying dea. before me, I cannot help crying; and when 
I think in what a dreadful manner he dieciJ and liad 
his tail pulled off whilil: he wal alive, it quite breaks my heart. 

Do 
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Do not, my love, foffer it to do that, faid her papa, 

it would be a pity to break your little heart about it; 

but let me advife you to have it buried, or thrown 

away, and not keep it in your hand, only to melt over 

it in tears of farrow: as for the fufferings it went 

through, let not that difturb you now, for they are all 

ever, and it feels no more than if it had died a natural 

death. I am fore I do not blame you for your difirefs 

when the boy took it from you; but after once he had 

poifefiion of it, you m uft furely rejoice that it died fo 

foon, and did not Jive to be farther tormented. Wrap 

it up in this paper, and go with Charles, who will dig 

a hole for you, and bury it, then go to-bed and forget 

all your farrows. To-morrow, you know, will be 

'IburfdaJ', you have not forgot your engagement for 

tlrnt day, have you? I dare fay your grandmamma 

will remember it, and fend for you in .the morning. I 

do 110t think, faid Mifs Kitty, I ihall be able to find 

much pleafure in going there, or any where elfe, Dl)W 

my fquirrel is dead ; I am fore I foall never feel merry 

again. Silly girl! jil!J girl! rejoined her father, I am 

quite a{hamed to l1ear you talk in foch a manner; but 

if you are determined not to endeayour to fubdue your 

farrow, I btg you will go out of the room; for I will 

not have tne comfort of the whole family difiurbed by 

your continued tear$ and lamentations. Come) Kit!)•, 

faid Charles, in a low voice, clafping his arms round 

:her neck, and laying his cheek by the fide of her's, 

come, let us go and bury the poor thing; I will dig a 

nice deep hole for it; and, as yo" know you cannot 

bring 

b 

0 
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bring it to life again, fo you may as well part with it 
at once. Kitty then rofe from her feat, and walked 
flowly to the door, kiffing the fquirrel all the way. 
What are you going to do? enquired Mary. To bury 
it, replied Charles. 0 ! then I will come with you. 
faid !he; and fo will / ! And I! re-echoed all the others; 
and away they went into the garden to pay their la~ 
honors to the little fquirrel. When Charles had dug 
the grave, Kitty objected to having it laid into it with­
out a coffin. I cannot bear, faid fhe, that its nice foft 
!kin fhould lay only amongf1: that dirt. Pough! replied 
her brother, what h:irm will the dirt do it? Wrap it up 
in a paper then; or ~his fine large fonflower leaf., 
will do very nicely. No, indeed, faid Kitty, I do not 
think it will do well at all, that will foon be rotten; 
I will go in doors, and look for fomcthing better. 

She then ran in and foon returned with a fmall grayy 
tureen and cover. Here! faid fl1e, I have taken this; I 
think it will make the very befi and h.indfomefi: coffin: 
that could be thought of; the poor fq uirrel may lay 
quite ftraight in it, and be preferved from the dirt and 
the damp, and every thing. My dear Kitty! exclaim­
ed her fifter Sophia, you muft not have that; where did 
you get it? I am fore my mamma will not be pleafed. 
at having that tureen taken to be fo wafl:ed; you know 
there are three more of them ; it will quite fpoil the 
fet; indeed you mufl: not think of having it. 0 ! 
but indeed I !hall, replied Mifs Kitty, I like it better 
than any thing elfe; my mamma will not mucb mind 
it, I dare fay. No! no! rejoined Cbarlu; but left fl1e 

I 3 fuould, 
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:fhould, we will feta mark; fo that it will be eafy enough 
to dig it up again, and will do it no harm: fo let us 
J1ave it Sophia; the poor fquirrel was fo extraordinary 
good in its life time, that j t ought to have fome pe­
culiar honor paid to i~s remains. \Veil, if you cz~·ill 
have it, you nwj?, faid Scphia; hut I confefs, that I 
think it ajhame to bury fuch a good tureen, when there 
are three more belonging to the fame fet: 1 am fore, I 
do not think my mamrna will like it at all; and in­
deed you ought not to do it. Do you think they {hould, 
Jirlary? Why, to be fore, replied lvlary, it is too good 
to be buried under ground; but, may be, my marnma, 
.as ihe is aJfo very forry for the lofs of the fq uirreJ, ,, ill 
not grudge to part with it upon fuch an occafion, fo1· 
it certainly does make a moll delightful nice c.oflin for 
him ! Only fee, Sophia, how fnug he Jays in it! i~ 
would be a pity not to Jet him enjoy it, I am fu:e 
As for his enjoJ•ing it, returned Sophia, that you know 
:is nonfenfe, for he cannot feel or enjoy any thing; and 
if you think my mamma would have no 0bjcclion to it, 
why do not you firft go and a!k her? Go Charles; I am 
fore you had better enquire whet~er you n1ay ha,·e it 01· 

not; and if 1h •~ confents, then we may proceed with 
fatisfaction; but I can have no pleafure in doing what I 
think fhc will not like. VleJl, fray then, faid CharlcS:, 
tiJI I come hack, and I will run and enquire about it, 
o do not put it in ill I return. 

He then went back to the parlour. B:.1t during his 
abfence, a gentleman had called i11, with whom Mr~ 
?nd 1'1rs, Rotd;ford we.re deeply ~n £"a3:ed m co!1vcr­

fatim~., 

It 
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fation; and upon Charles opening the door, his papa 

faid, Do not come in now, my dear, we are bufy; and 
ciefoe your fillers not interrupt us ; but when you have 
£ni!hed your bufinefs in the garden, yon may all go to 

bed; fo I wi!h you a very good night, my dear. Charles, 
p1eafed at being thus prevented from fpeaking to his 
mother, returned to his :!ifiers, and told them how the 
affair fiood; fo let us, added he, even bury the poor 
beaH: out of the way; and if my marnrna does not like 
it, I will dig it up again in the morning, and that 

c:rn do no harm to the tureen. Accordingly, the 
fq nirrel ,vas enclofed in it, and the ground thrown 

over tr.e tureen, and trampled dov:,1n as tight as poilible. 
Chorlu then erec1ed a piece of dean deal :vood, by 
,, a} of tomb-ftone, and to ferve alfo for a m:u-k, that 
he might know exaclly where to dig, in cafe his rnam­
ma fhoul<l not approve of the interment of her tureen. 
They then all retired to-bed, and Kit(Y taking the 
fg_Jirrel's tail with her, placed it upon her pillow. 

~ ihen fhc waked in the morning, the firfr thing !he 

did was to look for it, and confult with her filler 
Harriot, ,vho Oept with her, where ihe fhould place it 
for a continuance. At lafi:, after long deliberation,. 
tliey agrcc<l to hang it at the bed's head, where they 
C(jnld fee ic every ti,11c they ~ntered the room; and 

in the morning, before they aro:e, might, without any 

trouble, take it <lown an<l phy with it. Accordingly, 
the moment Kitty was drefied, fhe tied a fine large bow 

of black ribbon, by way of mourning for the body, 

I 4 round 
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round that end which was pulled from it, and pinned 
it in the middle of the head piece of the bed. 

No fooner were they all aff<!mbled in the breakfafiing 
parlour, than Charles, after having wiihed his mamma 
good morning, began by faying, I came in laft night, 
madam, when Mr. Wfji was here, to afk a very great 
favor, of you, in the behalf of my fifter Kitty; but as 
you were lnfy, we made bold to take what l hope you 
will not be difpleafed with, without afking. I hoj,e 
you will not want it re!l:ored, for we cannot very well 
fpare it. Pray, my love, enquired Mrs. Rotchford, 
what was the mighty boon you came to requeft? I 
am fore, I will not deny it if I can grant it with 
propriety. 0 ! yon can grant it indeed, mamma, if 
you pleafe, exclaimed Kitty; and, I am jitre, I hope 
you will, for it will fadly diflrefs me if you do not; fo 
pray promife me that you wiil. No, no, my dear re­
plied her mother, I ihall bind myfelf by no fuch pro­
mife as that, I affore you ; I have already told you, if 
it is proper I will, and if it is not, I ihould be very forry 
to promife what would be wrong to fu1fi1. There is no. 
q,urongnefs at all in it, Madam, faid Charif!, frniling, it 
all depends upon yourfelf, and your own fancy, fo 
pray, pr(JJ', do not refofe us! But then pray let me 
hear what it is my boy, or your grandpapa's coach will 
he here before I know whether I am to grant it or nor, 
faid his mother. 

Then madam, replied Charles, hefitating, why then, 
(I am almofr afraid of letting it out,) but you mu.lt 

know. 
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know. Lail: night, you remember, we went to bury the 

poor fquirrel; and I dug a charming deep hole for 
it; but Kitty did not like it lliould lay naked in it (I 
foppofe 1he did not think it quite decent) I recom. 
mended a funflower leaf to wrap it in ; but that llie 

thought would get damp, (and give poor Squg the 

rhumatifm in his limbs, I fuppofe) and fo 111e came in 
to feek for fomething that might defend him from the 

earth's il:riking cold to him. How can you Charles, in• 

terrupted Mifs Kitty, talk in fo ridiculous a manner, 

and only laugh at the poor thing. No, my dear fifl:cr, 

I would not laugh at him, replied Charles, gently pref­

fing her cheeks benveen his two hands, or call a foeer 

upon his taille fs behind, for all the wor Id. I was on] y 
t elling my mamma about you know what. And fo 

madam, as I was faying, Kitty came in doors to look for 

a coffin for him, and fhe found the 6efi that could be 
thought of: if ever any body fets up the trade of being 
undertaker to fquirrels, I will recommend them to 

let their coffins always be china tureens. You furely 

do not mean, faid Mrs. Rotchford, that you took one of 
the fm all gravy tu1 eens to bury the fq uirrel in, do you? 

Jn<leed, my dear, mamma, faid Charles, clafping her 

two hands in his, and fmiling in her face, that is 

really what we mean; and you cannot think how de­

lightfully it an( wered the purpofe ! The little gentleman 

l ays as .fnug in it, as ever you could wifh to lay your­
felf, if you were buried ; fo forely you will not be fo 
heard-hearted, as to di!l:urb his aihes, only for the fake 

of a tureen .' There are three left ; I am fore they will 
hold 



122 Cf'he Ro T c H F o R n s ; or, 

hold fauce enough for one dinner; and if they do not, 
you may eafily,) ou know, put a little into a rn/, or a 
ha.fa!!, which will do j ufl: as well for that purpofe ; but 
would not make half fo complete a co11in for poor Squg. 

You faucy fellow 9 faid his mamma, difengaging her 
hands from between his, and gently patting tis face. 

never heard of foch a tric:..: in all my life 1 \Yhat 
do ~·ou think Mr. Da-,n.fon will fay to it? 0' 1\fr. 
Dau:/on, replied Charle.<, I do not care what hr would 
fay! He could not grumble more, than when by his own 
ill humour he threw his girFs tea down her Hays; but 
never mind him; what d ~you fay to it mada;n ? 'lhat is 
;:ill we care for ! "\Vh 1· then, my dear, returred iv1r~. 
R~ 1chford, 1 fay that I mu'l t.eg you \,ill dig- it up 
::gain ; for J realJy cannot afford to ha, c the fet fpoiled 
in that manner for nothing. Surely you are not in 
carnejl, madam, faid K;"tt_;•, Indeed, my love, replied 
hC'r rrother, I am really in earnefr. And I defirc 
Cl•arln, you will take care not to <hm:ige the ccj/i,1 v. ith 
your fpade, as you fearch for it again. Yes, mr.dam, 
fai<l he, I will take care of tl1 at; but I am very forry 
to t.1ke the fquirrel out of the turern, bccaure I have 
written an epitaph for his tombfione, which wiil not 
do if he is taken out of his coffin. I will reaJ it to you, 
and then I think you mufl: relent, ::ind let hi1, continue 
as he is. Then taking a piece of paper out of his 
pocket, he 1 ead as foilows : 

'' I <ver;, often larve Dem told, 
" That people t!ft·d in dap 1 o!J:1 
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" When dead, in urns to place their bones, 
" 'To guard them .from the rfamp a11d /Jones. 

" No'l.JJ, by this 11;.onument there lies, 
"A body, ofno migbtyjixe, 
'' !¥ho ne'er in all his life <ivas known, 
" Cf'he leajl inj uftice to ha-7.Je Jhe•wn : 
" Of manners placid, temper mild, 
" In innocence, a 'Very child ; 
" He li-ved belc,ved, lamented died, 
" ff/ithout one .fpark of Ji11.ful pride. 
" .A crud death 'tis true be .found, 
" A barbarous Jlripling gave the <v.,·otmd, 
' A r:.'Jound ! 110 flood of tears codd cure! 

" Or Kate bad ·wfljhed th(Jn <i<:ell, bt Ji1re. 
•' B,tt nc•-..v he's eas'd if ail his pains; 
" And in a tureen r:Jl his mane's, 

.There now, rnad~m ! continued Chado, wot11d not it be 
crnel to fpoil that Jail couplrt, for the fake of a .fauce­
di.fo P I am fure it wouid be better to go \Vithout butter 
:ill the days of one's life! Now do not , o~ think it . . 
would, Sir? faid he turni.ng to his father. Your 
epitaph, replied J\.lr. Rotdjord, is to be fore moil 
f·blime, and ccrtah:ly mufr prove, that the body cf the 
fqnirrcl is well deferving of a china ,vafi: b~1t not­
\\ ithil:anding that, 1 cannot help being of your mother's 
opinion, and I think the deceafcd had better be pro­
videJ \\ith fome leis v:i.luable repofttory Lr his afLes, 
as l cannot give my confent to their continuing where 
they arc at prefcnt lodged. 0 ! dear, fighcd Chadi:s, 

if 
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if that is, the cafe, and you and my mamma both have 
fet your hearts mOie upon the tureen than upon the 
poor thing's refting in peace, I cannot help it; and muft 
bring it back again, but it fadly difl:reffes me to do it. 
Well then, interrupted his father, you mufi keep it in 
to day, for there is your grandfather's coach, and I beg 
you will not make it wait a moment. Are you all 
ready, my dears? 0 ! yes! yes! we are all quite 
ready, replied George, and I intend to go upon the coach 
box, and drive, and I will make the horfes gallop pure 
fall:; you will like that all of you, !hall not you? I .am 
very glad you have let me know your i11te11tiom, Gmge, 
faid Mr. Rotchford, that I may inform you of mine, 
and acquaint you, that I intend you lhould go injide 
the coach, and not on the box, and fit quietly and mind 
what Sophia and f.1ary fay to you : and if you will not 
agree to thefe conditions of travelling, you muft, if you 
pleafe, fl:ay where you are. 

0 ! no, papa, replied Geo1ge, [ do not chufe to ftay 
at home to-day, l will agree to any thing you plcafe; 
but may not I go in the boot with my J1ead peeping 
out as Spot's does, ,vhcn he fits there? I think that 
mull: be .-very plet1fant; I fhould like that 'Vajl!y ! How 
ple:ifant it may bie, 1ejoined his papa, I cannot pretend 
to fay, as I never yet made interefl: with Spot to let me 
ride with him; but I mufl: beg you will · not think of 
occupying his feat till you turn a little dog yourfelf. 
So come, my love, go into the coach, and do not keep 
it waiting: and pray remember all of you and be­
have yourfelves decently. And do not you forget, 

Harriot, 

2r 
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Harriot, faid her mamma, to wipe .your mouth before 

you drink, which you are rather apt to do fometime& 

you know; and mind what your grandmamma fays to 

you, and be good, there is a dear. Yes ! yes! anf we red 

George, we iliall all be extrtmtly good, I promife you. 

They then took leave of their mamma; and Mr. 
Rotchford conducl.ed them into the carriage, calling to 

them as they drove ofF to take care of the g1a!fes. 
For fome time they all remained vary quiet, when 

George growing weary of fitting frill, chofe to clamber 

upon the feat, and letting down the front glafs, 
pulled the coachman's coat; then crouched down, 

to prevent his being difcovered by James, who turned 

round to fee who touched him. This he repeated 

fo often and quick, that it wai very troubleforne to 
his . fifier and brother who fat by him ; and they 

defired him not to do fo. You pulh my cap off every 

moment, faid Mary. And you break my ribs every 

inftant, faid Charle.-; fo fit down and be quiet: at the 

fame time, putting his arms round him, he lifted 

him into his lap, where he held him, whilfl George, 

.flraightening his legs and back, endeavoured to flip 
from him, which at ls.ft he effected; and turning about. 

fcrambled upon the feat again, regardlefs of his fifier's 

frock, which he unfortunately tore as he ficpped over it • 
.See.now! cried Mary, rather angerily, fie what you 

have dor1e, Ga,rge ! I wifh \\ith all my heart yonr 

papa had let you ride on the <:each- box, or in the boot, 

.or behind., or fomewhere not with us; you are intol­

,:rably tro Jblefon:e., 1 am fu.re l I ut you iliall not go 

<>n 
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on puiling James's coat in that manner, I am deter. 
mined; for I will draw up the glafs, and then you 
will not be able to do fo any more. She then turned 
round, and putting up the glafs, faid, There, Sir, 
now how wiil JOU get the co;it 2gain? So! exclaimed 
Gccrge, at the fame inftanc, thoughtlefs of the confe­
(JUCnce, thruft both "ti, han(::. through the windoYv. 

Old Jnmes hearing the cr:ifh of the gb{i,, turned 
round to fee what v, as the m:itter; a:id there beheld 
mailer George with his arms thrnugh, both of them 
ftre~ming with bloud, and he crying as loud :i.s he 
could frre:im, whiln: ::11 his fif1:ers, and his brother were 
endeavourin-:, to afiifr him; but the more they lhove to 
dr2.w chem back, the louder he frrc~med, as th:i.t made 
the broi..en g!af8 run ili1l deeper into hi 11. Jm,w in­
fl~n tly Hopped, and getting off his box, hurried to 
them, and opening rhe door, cailed out in a voice of 
terror, Elefs my heart and life, what have you all 
been about, children? And withe lt waiting for any 
repl y, ftepped in amid;1 tJ1em all, and breaking the 
gbfs av. ay th .. ,t con ri:rncd running into poor George's 
arms, lifted him ou~ with hir.:. All the others like­
wifr got out of the co:~ch to look at the wounds, and 
lament O\'er them, for they had no mean of reli eving 
them, J.t1d \\ re above three miles from the next viI. 
1:- gc, fi~-: frcm t he'.r own houfe, and about four from 
their grandfa:her's. Mifa S phia 11rong1y recommended 
returning home ; but old .'7c11w, fearful his maner 
:1nrl mifirefs v;rou]J bt une:i(-,• ~-this !ong abfcn(e, could 
not be prer~.ile,l u1--0n to tu:n back. I know, faid he, 
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your grandpa and g1·andma will be frightened, Mifs; 
why here now, ycu foe we fhall be at home in lefs than 
an hour; ,vherea~, if I turn back I fhall not be there 
for above thefe three hours; only think what a time 
that is for a perfon to he expeDing, and expeEting another 
to come, and not be able to fee them. So indeed, 
l\1ifs Sophy, I cannot think of doing fo; befides, do you 
confider, this dear baby's arm will be fo much longer 
befo , e it can be properly bound up; and my opinion is, 
if it continues to bleed at this rate, fo like a fre01 Duck 
pig, before an Lour is at an end he ,,,ill have bled to 
death, poor de,,r fcul ! I protefl l do not kno·.v which 
way to proceed, or how to m,:nage with him mere than 
the child u,1bcrn ! l wil: be hanged if I do ! And yet v. e 
n1u1t not let the dear bahv bleed at this rate. A little 
ol<l hat is a charming fine thing to fwage blood; but 
the worf'c of it is, my na·'vJ f ajhiomd japanned one \\ iil 
n: t do ;,.tall; but let us hc;vc a little of your's mailer 
'Ch,u hs, there is a dear. 

Charles inilantly took off his h::t~, and with a Jarge 
cla:p knifo, the coachman lent him, foon fcraped enot~gh 
tocdly to fpoil his h:it, and to {;.;isfy old 'fame.'s c!~­
m:rncl. There, h,.!t rnafler, faid he, there is eno!.1gh, I 
fancy; now ladies, if yon can be fo good as to lend me 
your r.:~ndkerchiefs, I ,.,,·ill bind it up . Give me Icaie 
to <lo that, fa:d Sc;hia, if: ou pleafe, .Mr. Jt1mes, I will 
tic this handkerchief round ic. She then bound one 
round each of his arms; but the blood foon, notwith. 
ilan<ling the old hat v hich James faid would n_fuage it, 
foak.ed through that wl:ich was on hi~ rjght arm; and 

all 
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all his fi!ters had fo wetted theirs with their tears, that 

befrdes their being fo necefiary for their own immediate 

ufe, they appeared as if they would be but of little 

fervice. Old James then very kindly took off his own 

neckcloth, and bounn that likewife round it~ and lift­

ing him into the carriage, defired they would all take 

care of him; and once more mounting the box, made 

the horfes trot faller than they had done for m:rny 

years; a convincing proof that the good old forvant 

was very iincere in his wifh to relieve the child as foon 

as poffible; fince nothing, which he did not efteem of 

the utmoft importance, could have prevailed upon him 

to heat the horfes in fuch an uncommon manner. 

During the rell: of the journey the poor children 

were in the greateft difirefs; George never ceafed for a 
moment crying moil: violently, and complaining of the 

pain he fu1fered. Sophia held him upon her lap, and 

lrnving tied her hankerchief round his arm, her tears 

t rick led down very falt upon his hair as he leaned his 

h ead againfr her. But much as they were all affected, 

poor .l,Jary ' s dilirefs greatly exceeded the others, as fhe 

conld r.oc help confidering herfelf the chief caufe of the 

accident. If ic hr.d not been for me1 fl1e excl ai med, it 
woulc.l not have happened ! 0 ! how I wi{h I had let 

him pull the man's coat off, hefore I had drawn up the 

gldfs ! Jt is a:1 my fault that he is fo nurc ! D o not 

£ayfa my dear, rep lied Sophia1 it was no fault ac ail in 

J'C': ) for certainly you did nothing "-1J ro11g by drawing 

up th e glafs. I am extn:mely forry he is hurt; but 

to be fore, no one is to bl .tmc except 11imfelf; he 
\\. Od d 
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wo ulc not mind what we faic to h,m ; and it was in 
con icquenre or , ~:.t, the arcident l.appened. 0 ! but 
I will ak I s fl' ind ,. ncthrt ::ime, faid George, fobbing; 
but 1ny arms <lo Jo hurt, l do not know what to do. 
they fm :i. r t fa r:::d I r a•1n0t be:1r it. At length they 
a rrived at t heir granafa t" her's; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Blijield were both ftt t;ng up,m a bench under a large 
tree before their houfe, to be at hand to receive them the 
very f.dt inftant. As foon as the carriage drew near, 
Mr. Blijield got up to be in rcadinefs to open the door 
an d let them out ; and their grandmother flood by 
him, intending to kifs each as they fiepped .down. But 
how were th eir pleafing hopes difappointed, when, 
upon opening the door they faw them all in tears, 
and George covered with blood; for the front of his 
frock appeared a1moft u if it had been dipped in it; 
his :lifters likewifo were moll of them fiained with it; 
an d in fll or t, a £hocking appearance they made. 

My dears , faid the old lady, clafping her hands to­
gether, what is the matter with you all? And in the 
fa1ne breath went on faying, Ja111c1, have you over­
tu1 ned the coach ? or from whence came all this blood 1 
Blood ! Madam, replied Jamu, l believe mafter Georgt 
has loft above a gal/en meafi,re of it: .we have hac.l a 
moil: dreadful journey, and the horfes, I am afraid, are 
kill ed by it; I have made fuch hafle to get home, for 
all my fear was that we fhouid lo{e the dear child upon 
the road; and, thinks I, what a fad affr.ir will that be! 
Here I have the charge of all the bldled children put 
into my hands, as it were, and if one of them bleeds 
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to death, why how iliall I e\·er be able to Jook any of 

the family in the face again? To be fui e they muil: al­

ways look upon me as his murderer in a manner, as I 

had the care of them in my hands. But quick, faid 

Mr. Blifield, do pray Jee us knew how the affair hap­

pened. Why! upon my honor, Sir, replied James, 

l '11 be banged if I can tell bow it happened; for I was 

fo much feared l never once thought of aiking. All I 

know is, that poor dear m:ifrer George had his arms 

through the front glafs up to his very elbows, ;-.nd 

has cut them info dif mai a manner, I thought, as J fay., 

Sir, he ,vould die before I could bring him he re; 

though I am fore, I ha,-e made all the ha/le l could, 

and hr.vc come full _;peed almofl: for the laH: four miles: 

th~ horfes, as you fee, Sir, are ,1Il in a lather. I would 

not have d1iven them fofor five g11in eas, if 1 could have 

helped it; but when the life of a human creature is in 

queflion, you fee, Sir, why then to bt. fore, that of br:ajls 

rnu!l: give way, as a man is a more noble creature than 

a horfe; though horfes to be fure muf!: be allowed by 

every body to come next in rank to that of humaJJ 

people. 
, b _P re James ceafed, and gi\ir.g both the horfes a 

.fin,ke, and a pat as he paffed by them, ordered them to 

to follow him, wh ·ch they very obediendy did into the 

coach-yard, and Mr. B!ijidd returned into the houfe, 

·where his lady and grand-children 11 , d been during 

tnc time he hac been con\cr fi ng- with JameS. 

l\Iifs Sophia had already gi\.-cn her grandmamma a 

,·cry circumi1anti-i.l account how the accidrnt hap­

pened ; 

. .. 
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pened; which Mr~. Blijield repeated to her hulband,. and they agreed to fend direc11y to the next town, about a n~ile and half di!l:ant, f; 1r a Mr. Grun, who was etteemed a fnrgeon of fome eminence. Jacoh, the footman, was al:cordingly difpatched v.ith orders to make all poifible halle, and not return without ei:hc r l\fr. Grew or for:.1e other affiHance. J n the mean time , poor George continued crying; but as it had bled fr, 

much, Mrs. JU.jidd tlwught it had better not be r .. n .. bound, till fomebody who better undedlood how to ,Proceed fl10uld arrive; and above an hour pafied in ti.is wretched fiate of anxiety, before Jacob returned with Mr. Green. Little Garge, upon his ar~ be;n
5 1.1ntied 1edoubled his cries; and it was not without a 

very fevere operation that Mr. Green could excrad the fplinters of broken glafs that were remaining in it., and which had caufed him the violence of the pain he had com pla·ned of. The wour.d upon his left arm, l'VIr. Gre,;z pronounced to be of little confequence; but th.1t upon his right was much more dangerous, and \:iolently inflamed, occafioned by the g1a1;, with the 
flew of the hat being tight boun 1 upon it with the hanckerchiefs. \Vhil11: it was cre.ffing, poor Gt1orgr., guite exhaufl:ed by pain an<l lofs of blood, Lin ted awa;, and w2.s put to bed before he came to himfr1t: \\·ith orders to be kept as quiet as pc!l!ble. 

Mrs. B!Ji,ld had very kindly provided a number c,f little things to diven her grand-children, ,ind h:ld urdcre<l her O\\ n ,maid to rile ear ier th.it morning th;-\ • 
common) to make fame c .. ke.s and ;eliics>-foch <'S foe 
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thought they would like, and would alfo be wholefome 

for them; but their brother's accident had fo deeply 

aff'ecled them., that they had little appetite for the one. 

and not more inclination to enjoy the others. As foon 

as dinner was over, their grand papa faid, he was very 

forry, the happinefs of the day he had been looking 

forward to with fo much pleafure., fhould be fo totally 

fpoiled; and ftill more was he grieved to reflea upoD 

the wufe of their difappointment. But, continued he,. 

in this life, my dears, it is folly to depend upon any 

future event; we know not whac an hour may bring 

forth; and he, who this moment is in all the glow of 

foll health, may, before the next, fall a victim to the 

cold hand of Death. I fincerely hope, faid Pfarriat., 

whilft the tear ftartled from her eye, that George will 

not die! No, no! my dear, replied her grandfather, I 

truft not; I dare fay he will foon be ready to play with 

you again ; but only obferve my little girl, the con­

fequence of not minding what is faid to you: had 

George obeyed what his father and mother tol<l him~ 

and fat quiet like a good boy, none of this faid affair 

would have happened : he would not have cut his 

arms ; my coach-glafs would not have been broke; 

the horfes not have been heated; and you might 

all have been as merry a:1d happy as fo many little 

grigs. But now, on the contrary, he mu!l: fuifcr the 

pa:n of two fore arms ; I muft be without my coach 

whilft it goes to bt- mended; Charles mufl put his 

father to the expence of buying him a new hat be. 

fore he returns to fchool; and all y.our little heart! 
are 
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;l!'e filled with forrow for your brother's fufferinga. It 
is a fad thing not to mind! Some evil or other always 
comes from being naughty ; difobedience is a baneful 
root, that never produces any thing but diftrefs and 
bitternefs. Depend upon it, my cbildren, (I am an 
old man, and in all my long life have never known. 
this rule to fail) that whatever heart permits difahedi-
4/Zce to God or its parents, to lodge in it, is always 
certain to fuffer in fome fhape or other for fo doing. 

The old gentleman was proceeding in hi, difcourfe,. 
when Mrs. Blifield entered, and faid. I am forry, my 
<!ears, to fend you home a moment before you defigned 
going; but I believe I mull: beg you to get ready,. as I 
wifh your parents very much to know about yoUT' 
brother's accident; his arm does not get fo muclt 
~afier, as before this time I was in great hopes it 
·WoulJ ; and I !hall be glad to have either your papa 
or mamma come to him, that they may fee how he 
goes on, and fend for what advice they think beH. 
You, my dear, Mr. Blifield, will fee them fafe home. 
will you? and tell my daughter to put a night-fhift 
and cap or two into her pocket. for Gforge; for I am 
fadly di!l:reffed what to lay him in; my caps are fo 
b ig and troublefome about his little head, and his fl1ift 
fo much thinner than what he has been ufed to fieep in. 
that I quite dread his getting cold; and if he fhould. 
and it fhould fettle in his arm, he may, perhaps, lofe 

the ufe of it. I have f poken to 7ames for the coach , 
and he has hired a pair of horfes from the V/hite Hart 
inn. I hope, my dears, you will aH excufe my fend-

K S ing 
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ing you av,1 ay fo foon. 1 beg, madam, replied Mifs 

Sophia, you 1\ iJl no t ~:1: k in that ,vay, I am fore we 

are excrc.J ng1y coacrrne..: w have given you fo much 
,rneafi nefs. 

That I am certain ve all are, faid Charin; and 
pray .. maa:!m, perTl'.li t me to fay all night; perhaps 

my pc1pa :ind marr ma may bP gone o~t, and not able 
tc return \vith my grandpapa: and then, I am fore, I 
G:an. ":.:~·r= Go:-;, e without your troubling yourfeif; I 

can fl"ep witL him, you know. Sleep with him ! my 
dear, replied Mrs Blifield; no indeed, ycu cannot do 
that: I would not trnfl: you in bed to his poor arms 
for ever fo much! Then, madam, rejoined Charin, I 

can fit up with him 211 night; I am Jiwe I could take 
care of him, and if he wanted any thing which I could 

no t give him, I coulJ at leaft come and tell you ; fo fray 

do le .. me flay! Indeed I will not diflurb him. My 
dear, you are t1ery wekome to il:ay: if you like it, 
J ihall have no objecl:ion; but as to nurji11g George, I 
promife you, till your mother comes, I fhall do that 
myfelf; and fhall certainly not leave him upon any 
account. Then looking towards Mr. Blifeld, !he faid.,. 

You mufl: remember then, my dear, to fpeak for a night­

cap and fhirt for Charles too. The carriage then draw­

ing up to the gate, !he kiffed alI her grand-daughters, and 

wifhing them fafe home, af,er ftanding at the window 

till they drove off, returned up-flairs again to her little 
charge, whom [he found !till complaining of violent 

pain. Charles alfo accompanied her, and fitting quietly 

down by the bed-fide, tenderly aiked his brother; 
How 
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How he found hirnfelf? 0 ! my arm ! replied little 

George, is fo bad I do not know what to do with it; 

and it is grown ./o <Very fat, I never faw foch a great 

arm in all my life! Only look, Charles, at my fingers! 

See how fat they are all grown ! and they are fo ftiff 

and uncomfortable! I cannot bend them in the leafl:. 

Poor fellow! (faid his brother, wiping away his tear 

with the back of his hand as he f poke, and putting on 

a forced fmile) . poor fellow! your hand looks very fat, 

• in deed; but I hope it will foon be better! Mr. Green, 

I <l are fay, will be able to do you good when l1e 

comes to-morrow. 0 ! l hope, replied George, Mr. 

Gra n will nc·v Er come again, for he did Jo hurt me this 

morning , I could not bcu it at all: l am fore ·he fhall 

r.ever untie my arm any more. You mu11 not, my 

love, rejoined Mrs. Blificld, talk in th at manner, for it 

is not pretty to fay fo. Mr. Green was obliged to hurt 

yo u this morning, to get the gl afs out of your arm , 

which was broken in it; but I hope, to-morrow there 

\\i ll be no occafion to put you to fuc h pain; and if 
he does not fee it, you will never ge t well ag.ain; and 

l am fore you \, ou ld not li ke always to have fuch a fa t, 

ufc lefs, fm artin g arm, fi10uld yo u? No, that I fhou1d 

not, return ed George , cr;,- ing, for it does fo hurt 1 do 

r1o t kno-.v how to bear it. 

Look here, Gmge, foid his brother, holding up to 

him a litt le ho;fc that he haJ j uH: cut out of a card, 

round which his grandmother's thread h,,d been wound; 

fre what a c roi l little nag here i~ ! Did yo u ever fee one 

carry hi~ u·.i_l fo uzly in all your li fe? \Yhy did you 
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cut it fo ugly? enquire·-l Georgi, I wi!h you had not 
done fo; I fhould hr .,, l:ked it TI'uch betLer with a 
Jong tail, and not fLch a /lump as that is. A jlump, 
repeated his brother, you fhould call it a deck, and not 
a fiump: did you ever in alJ your life hear cf a flump­
tail horfe t But I have not my more card, or J ,vould 
make you a be..ter. 0 ! I will fetch you fome ,._ arct~, my 
dear, if you chofe it; and th "- t it <livens him to fee you 
cut them, faid Mrs. Blijield: fa away fhe went, and 
prefently returned with a whole pack. '1 here, my 
dear, faid ihe., there are enough for you to make a 
troop of horfes, if you pleafe. Charlu thanked her., 
and very good humouredly lat cutting horfes and men, 
till his granJ father returned, accompanied by his papa 
and mamma. 

As foon as they ente1 ed the apartment, Mrs. Eli.field 
rofe hafl:ily from her chair, and going towards them, 
exclaimed, 0 J my dears! f am fa glad you are come! 
Well! how do you do? We have a fad 2ffair here; 
your father, I fuppofe, has told } vu all th e particulars 
how it happened. A fad affair in i eeo, returned Mr. 
Rotchford; then a lvancwg to 111e bed, George, fet id 
lie, How came you bere, m r' boy ? \Vhat is all I his 
difmal account I i-.;i.ve betn ,, ca. :ng of a rout- about 
boy, who wou!J no ~ mind when fpoken to-broken 
glaffes, and cu l 2·· !1 S? Indeed, papti , I am very forry, 
replied George, D u ·1 ing into a frejh flood t, ,· •.:ars, l 
will ahJJaJ•s mind what my fiflen fa y ancrncr ume; 
but I did not know I ihould have fo hurt myteli~ or I 
would have minded before, that I would, I am fore_. 

for 
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for you cannot think how '1J,ry bad I am ; only fee, 
rnamma, \vhat a fat arm and hand I have ! Mrs. 
Rctchford, faocked at the appearc:nce cf liis arm, 
made no other reply than by k1ilin;; him, and foftiy 
whif_pering, I hope you will remember ,;.nd mind what 
is faid to you another rime. 

i1fter the)' had con tinucd in the rcom fame little 
while, Mrs. 81,fidd recommended the.n to go down 
flairs, as Mr. Green had advifed him to be kept quiet. 
Indeed, added :he, I ~m afraid his brother has been 
t<llkingto him too rr. 11ch, only it feemed to divert him 
a little; and he h~s -cried, poor fellow, fo much all 
day, that I think he \\•iil he 1.i-iite ill with that foon. 
His papa ,rnd broth,.r then kiffin~ rum, left his appart. 
ment with 1\.-Ir. Blifield, and wenl .uto the parlour; 
but his mother and grandmother continued wita him; 
nor did the former quit his bed-fide the whole night, 
the greatefl- part of which poor George fpent in weeping, 
the pain of his right arm being fo violent as to pre­
vent 11·. gettin:s nit .. h repofe: at length, however, 
about 1:hree in t l-._ morning, when hi~ mamma was 
ftcoping dO\\ (; ,c ·., ipe hiq "yes, and endeavouring to 
footh hin., he laid hi ,f.. ; ,·1n acrofs her nPck, and 
pu:ling her cheek: to l1i~, b<'~an to ceafe his crying, and 
mournfully fobbed i 1mfel f ro refi. Mrs. RotchJord, 
unw i. ling to du,urr- ,11m, kep herfelf in that uneafy 
poL1,r1 , \\ ith her: cad <low11 fr.ir above an hour, till 
her u, ck Jnd. kgs ached fa rxc,eJin~ly, that lhe was 
uo<e b> an ~ 10 'ger ,o ;·upport it, and encea o r ·nb to 
.remove his arm from her neck, unfortunately waked 

him; 
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him ; nor was he again able to clofe his eyes till feven 

in the morning; when once more, her face being upon 

]1is pillow, whilft fhe kneeled by his beu-fide, he again 

fell into a doze, during ,vhich time fhe filently offered 

up her prayers to Hea\'en to mitigate his pains; and 

the tears of maternal tendernefs trickled fail: from her 

eyes. 
In this fitua~ion they were when Mr. R otchford and 

his fon entered the room, and anxioufly enquired, How 

they had paffed the r.ight. 0 ! fadly indeed, replied 

Mrs. Rotchford, in a low voice, interrupted by her 

tears, which !he ft.rove to hide from their obfervation, 

Jeafi they !honld add to the;r uneafinefs. He has had 

very little refl-, and only that whilll: holding me thus 

down by him, which has made my head ache fo vio. 

lent'y, I do not know what to do ,t.ith it; but if I 

<>.!fer to !l:r, he alters his breathing, and begins to 

wake irnmeJiateJy ; fo I cannot move, for I am fore 

poor foul, he requires fome rcpofe. But pray do not 

) ou fray, for J am quite afraid of [peaking, Jefl: I 

fhon1d difl:urb him. And he fo goon as to call at my 
father and mother's door, as you go by, to let them 

know how he does, or my mother will rife fooner 

th;rn ufoal to come and enquire about him. 

Mr. R otchford and Cbarlo then left the room, and 

;;ifter having informed Mr. and Mrs. Blifield of poor 

Gwrge's ftate, went into the ga1den, where they both 

v, a!ked without (peaking for fome time. Char/ts at 

Jail broke {;Jene<', by faying, I am fo concerned too for 

my mamma, fhe will be tired to death by holding h(;r 
head 

,L 
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head down in that manner; I rwijh I might have fat up 
with him, and then perhaps he would have been con­
tented with hugging me, and it would not have hurt 
me; for I do not care a flraw whether I fiand upon my 
head or my heels; but I know it always makes my 
mamma's head ache to fl:oop. 

You are a good boy Charle;, faid his father, giving 
him a pat upon his fhoulder; and your affeclionate 
difpofition afrords me great comfort; for I cannot help 
regarding it as a fore fign of your future virtuous, and 
honourable conduE!:. Nothing good can reafonably be 
hoped for from that pfrfon, whofc heart feels not for 
the fofferings of his fellow creatures ; and the boy who 
can unmoved, behold the pain of his companions, and 
difregard the care of his parents, may be ~xpeEl:ed, 
,vhen grown up, to turn out a pejl, inf.er.cl of a M1fing 
to fociety. Your mother indeed, my dear, I fear will 
be greatly fatigued by her attendance on your brother; 
but I am fore !he will not be prevailed upon to leave 
him, whilfl he continues to need her affifi:ance. Do you 
not remember, when Ji/1.ary had her fever, how confl:antly 
!Le fat by her, and for ten nights, never even fo much 
i!S laid down for a moment, but watched by her bed-
1ide, attending to every breath {he drew, ar,d a<lminif­
ter ing ever)' affif1:ance in her power to relieve her fuffer­
rngc. For you too, Ch,u-lu, and for all of you, beliere 
me, {he has foffored mnch pain and anxiety. Yon can 
form no idea, m y boy, what folicitude the heart of 
a parent endures for its offspring; nor fancy the great 
fatigue and care that i~ rcquifitc to cheriih and nurfe a 

~hilµ:, 
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child, even through its firft months of infancy. But the 

-defence and provifion for your bodiu is not all that fills 

our breaHs with fo1icituJe. The cultivation and im­

provement of the mind is of far, far, greater impor­

tance. I, thanks he to God, have great reafon to re­

joice in the good difpofitions of all my children, who 

at prefent appear poffdTed of honeft and open hearts, 

-above the mean defpicaMe arts of hJpocrify and guile. 

Tendernefs and affection likewife fcem Jo(lged in your 

bofoms ; and the generous feelings of humanity are, I 

~m fore, 1mpreffed upon your fouls. Your mother and 

myfrlf, therefore, have great reafon to efteem ourfelves 

liighly bleffrc: by Providence, in giving us fuch ami­

able children ; and it has been our confiant endeavour 

to cultivc .e and improve every good difpofition, whilft. 

at the fam~ time, we firove to root out every feed of 

evil from your hearts, before it fhould gather firength, 

and fix itfelf into a fettled habit. 

But my deareft boy, our utmoil care wiH he to­

tally ineffectual, unlefs you are yourfe1ves diligent to 

fecond our endeavours, and crown our confbnt labours 

with foccefs: for you muft be fenfible, Charles, that it 

is not in the power of any mortal upon c:irth, to make 
-you either goad or happy, unlefs you exert yourfelf to 

become fo. P are !1 ts can but ad\·:fo their children how 

to p roceed, cr-r~ea them fo r their fa uits, and commend 

th em fo r thei r virtues But if children will not fo }low 

th e good ach ·ife that is given Lhcm; will not be pl c::.1fod 

by coP,rn enda tion, nor improved by correB:ion, they 

tnull. continue ungenerous, wicked, and miferable: their 

parents 
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parents cannot prevent it. v:ith the deepefl affiicHoa 
they mufr behold thofe they fo tenderly love, and for 
whom they fuffered fo much, walking in the path to 
ruin ; but they will no W<'-Y be ab1e to ftop them, if 
they are determined not to attend to the voice of 
friendly infl:ruclion. It is, however, a terrible thing, 
when this is the cafe, that children \, ill not be per• 
fuaded to mind the ad vice of their parcn ts and their 
older friends, who lo\'e and wi!b to fee them happy. 
I am Jure, Sir, interrupted Charles, with a voice of 
earnefl:nefs, I always try to follow the kind advice you; or 
my mamma ever give me. J meant not, my dear, re­
plied Mr. Rotchford, to iniinuate to tLc contrary. I 
obferve, with a heart-felt delight, that you de; I was 
{peaking only, my love, in general, and was going 
to remark, how exceedingly fo{:li!h it is that many 
children do net behave like you in this particular; but, 
on the contrary, as if they fufpetled theirp2rents ofbe .. 
traying them, appe:u to take particn!ar care to avoid 
thofe things they are rccomme11ded to do, and to com. 
mi t thofe aclions they are defired to ave id. 

I could not help remarking this the other day, when 
I ciir,ed at Mr. Ribbats. \Vhen their elddl: fun came 
into the room, he thre~ hi:. hat upon the table, round 
y,hich his mothe1 and her vifitors were fitting at work: 
fhc returned it· to him, ;;n d <lefired he would hang it 
~1p : bui: rnHead of fo doing, he gave it .a tofs upon 
anotLer taLle, on whim flood a. l:Jottle and fome wine­
gLdfe. , one cf which was t,1rc: '- , 1 down by his hat, and 
broke inw twenty pieces. His mother again fpoke to 

him~ 
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him, faying, f wifh, John, you \VOuld hang up your hat 

in the hall, as I have frequently de.fired you, and not 

bring it into the parlour to make a litter about the 

room. 1\Ia{ler Jchn, howe\·er thought ir, I fttppofe, 

needlefs to mind his mother; and as if on purpofe to 

amid doing as he was de.fired, clambered upon the 

elbow of a chair to lay it upon the top of a book-cafe. 

You will fall down and hurt yourfelf, or do fomc other 

rnifchief prefcntly, fa.id Mrs. Rib/;at. No, I !hall no;;, 

madam, replied ']o&n, only it is fo much troztble to 

hang up ones hat every time one comes in, and I am 

fore it is in nobody's way now, and lays very fafe. 

Some time after this, we went to <liirner~ and 

amongfi: other things, there \"'.'as a codling tart that 

moment drawn f: om the oven. Mifs Eli::::,a was helped 

to fome of it, and cautioned by her mother not to eat 

it, till it was cool. But as if fhe thought her mamma 

would fteal it from her, if it continued a few moments 

in her plate, fhc direcrly began to eat, and {w;:,Jlowed 

fo large and hot a mouthful of apple, that foe was 

obliged, through the violence of pain it caufed in her 

ftomach, to leave the table and the rc!l: of her pie be­

hind ; nor was {he well enough to return to the com­

pany the refi: of the evening. During the courfe of 

the afternoon. Mr. Riblat propofed a walk; and John> 

who chofe to be of the party, after moving the elbow 

chair again from one end of the room to the other, 

clambered upon i:, and tcc,k down his hat. l ccuid 

not forbear frniling to thin.-. ~ t was becaufe' he wou Id 
., . not 
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not have the trouMe of hanging it up in the hall that 
he gave himfelf fo much labour. 

As we paffed through that part.of the garden which 
leads in to Lord Dujj"i:l 's park, we found it much 
littered with bits of parer, and pieces of Hick and 
p:ick- thre::id ; ,, hich l\Jr. Rihbat obfrrving, add reffing 
himfelf to his fon, faid, 1 am afl.oniD1e<l, John, after I 
have fpoken to you fo very frequently ;,,bout littering 
the garden in this m;:!nne:, yon Jl10uld itll continue 
to do fo. This is the fecond time within this week 
that you have been guilty of the fame crime. I have 
only, Sir, replied John, been making a kite. It mat­
ters not wh,1t you h2ve been making, faid his father, 
you have 1lrewed your ru Lhifh from one end of the 
walk to the other; ;rnd I defire you will now pick it 
up again ; for you give more trouble to the fervants 
by your negligenee, than all the refi of the family put 
together. He then Hoopec.l down and picked up two 
or three bits cf nick, ~nd walked on again: and upon 
his father telling him to gather all up, he rf'plicd, that 
indeed he couid not do that, i t \-rnuld be more lruubJe 
than enough, and it might as well be fwept away at 
once, \\ hen \-\ e got into the park, his entertainment 
was to feek for fmall pcbh.es, to throw c:t the fheep 
whiLh wrre 5 razing th !re, for the fake of feein~ 
them run. He alb feer1ed much delighted to go 

0 

amon 6a the deer, :J.nd drive t1.e f,i\Vns fr~m the old 
ones. His L·L.::r de/ired hi,n to defifl: frorr: doinn- fo 

5 , but hr nil! perfcverclt ti,! one of the old lt;;(~s v,as fo 
u enraged as i.o IL.n ~t him, ,,r,d wi:h hi'.i horns butt hi-n 

l m 
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in fuch a violent manner, that ,·.e could fcarcelr get 

time enough to his re:1ef ro prevenc J·is being a-~tu ,lly 

killed; as it was, he v.as -:xtreP1tly h-'rr, 2.r., with 

great difficulty, fopported bet·vcrn i,is f, t'..c..r and rny­

felf, returned home, wLere he appe1red fo rn uch to re­

quire the attention of his father and •1~othe r, that J, fup­

pofing my company muil: be rather a refhai7t co them, 

and finding l could afford no further affif1ance, foon 

took my leave • 

. T H E E N D O F V O L. I. 
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-ROTCH FORDS; 

0 R, THE 

FRIENDLY COUNSELLOR. 

AS I walked back, I could not help reflecl:ing upon 
what had paJfed, and lamenting the extreme folly of children not accufroming themfelves to do as they 

were defired, even in the fmallefi: particulars. And how 
ridiculous it is that they will not ! For on whofe head 
wiJI the mifchief of their difobedience ·fall? Un. 
donbtedly on their own. I am fore, in the trifling 
particular of putting away his hat, mafier John Ri/Jhat 
gave himfelf ten times the trouble that hanging it 
whe1e his mother defired him would have done; befides 
the mifchief of breaking the glafs, and difcovering the 
rebellionfnefs of his own difpofition. So again, when 
1\1ifs Eliza cat the pudding; for •u,ho,;'e fake could fhe 
fuppofe her mother defired her to wait a little, but for 
her own? Would fw allowing it hot burn her mother's 
mouth? or give her a pain in her il:omach? And }et, 
as if fhe foppofed her mamma <lid nae deierre to be at-

V OL, II, . B tended 
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tended to, fue direclly difobeyed her, and foffered ac­

cordingly; as did her brother, when he would hunt th<i 

fawns, contrary to his father's orders. And fo, my dear 

Chm·les, you may depend upon it, that if children will 

follow thrir own judgments, in con tradiftion to the 

advice of their parents, fome evil or other will alw2ys 

enfne, as in the cafes I have juil now mentioned to you. 

Not al-1.rny, Sir, faiJ Charles; for you fee no harm 

happened becaule John RiMat, regardlcfa of his father's 

on.lers, littered the garden; nor would clear it away 

when he told him. I do not mean, my dear, replied Mr .. 

Rotchford, that fome bcdi6• misfortune \\ ill ah.l'f,Js in­

fiantly follow, though very frequent/_;· that is the care; 

but, fome evil confiquwces or other, [ believe, you will 

generally find to be the attendant upon difobedicnce. 

The very inllance now, for cxamrle, that you mention. 

H you regard charaller as any thi.ng, or ,·al ue the lo·ve 

and cjlam of others, as neceffary to your peace and 

comfort; the burling your charafter, or the locjiug 

the love and e!leem of tho(e yon converfc with, mull: 

forely be reckoned a very material harm. AnJ mu:t 

11ot thi:. be the cafc with ')obn Ribbat? \Vas it poflible, 

do you fuppoi"t:, for me to be wicnefa to his behaviour, 

and not conc..ludc that he w1ts indifferent ro the appro• 

b,:tiun of his parents, fince he cot.dd gi•.e himfe!f (o 

little ca1e to defrrve it. And can any body ha\'e a 

,;ood opinion of the rerfon \\ ho does not try to ob:ige 

h1~ parents? S~i;-cly they cannot! l'lllls the} fu frit 

all title to e:lcein, and Jofo the honor of a fair ch;:rader. 

AnJ igain, 'J'oln, by not g.tthcring qp his fragments of 

l (.. 
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'!'be FR r E N I> LY Co u K SE L Lo R. • 3 p:per, .p:lckthread, and flicks, 2s his fathe.:-. delired l1im, left that for the fervant to do, who no doubt, \"\ould find it as troublefome as mafl:er Jahn himfelf did, nor would any better like the employment; confe­CJ Uently, he would feel difple2fed at the perfon who caufed him that labour, efpecially if it had often been rereated, and therefore haYe lefs love for Jgh1z than he would otherwife have, did he not occafion him f u.ch trou­ble. The lore of his father and mother too cannot poffib1y be the fame towards him, as if at all times he djfc,wereJ a wiilingnefs to comply \vith theirdeiires. And nc n~t thefe confiJer2.tions, Chades, of Jome importance" though no accident fliould directly befal the body? 1 t is a fad filly habit that many young perfons get into, of not attending to ,,.hat is faid to them; ,i.hjch, tl1ough perhaps it may not proceed from any bad111:fi of hart, yer, is certain always to lead to much inconvenience and trouble. Your coufin James, and his filler 1.Va,y. 2lw;iys hurt me in thi3 r.efpecl; they are both good tempered, anj appear well difpofed children; but pay fo little regad to wli::.t is told them, that your unc/e .ind a.Jnt may fpe:v.~ a dczen time., to them upon any f.1bject befo;·e they do as they arc de!ired. The other ,fay, when at our hcuCe, did not you obfen·c how re­i,eatc<lJy h-:r mamma told ;Uaiy to fo'.d up het gloves r .But inilead of doing fo, fhe laid them down upon th~ ch.:ir, Lhcn in the wind-0.....,_fea:, then on the taLie, t4wn \Vhirkd them rounc.'. i-il her hand, then threw tLem .: p, a r. ti crn g Lt them .3ga:..,; in !Lorr, laid L~em in c, :.r 
1 

pl~K-t; al!~ did C!·cr) _tJijng with L:~cm~ except va:.:p. 
13 i 
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ping them up, and putting them in her pocke! as 11er 

mother deJired her. Now, perhaps, you will think 

there was no great crime in this, and the confequence 

not very important where fne kept her gloves; but the 

value of the gloves was not the thing (though children 

certainly ought to take care of ,1,,h,,t coil their parents 

money ; ) but it difcovered fuch an inattention to hel' 

mother's advice, foch a careleffiufs of pleafing, that 

towards 1:.ny or.e would be extremely rude, but when 

:!hewn to a parent is abfo1u,e1y rwrot,g. And from neve: 

accufioming herfelf to regard whn.t is faid to her upon 

trifling occafions, D.e will get the habit of flighting 

advice upon the mof: important. • 

Had John Ribbr.t made it his conftant praclice to 

mind when fi.rfi fpoken to, he would ha'.e ceaft:d to 

hunt the fawns the moment his father bade him, and 

thereby have prevcr..ted the pain he afterwards felt, and 

I m uft fay, mofi dfir<7. edly too. But fCrrnittit1g hi;n­

{elf in general to hear with inJiffcrence, the orclers of 

his parentsJ he no more thc.,1ght it necdfol .o mind at 

one time th,m ano•her; and therefore, rcgan.J Ids of 

their caution, plunried himfrlf ir:, danrer: as Jikewife 
.:, 

.. , 
did his fi!l:e;, by not ob:erving her mother's caution, 

ancl letting her pudding cool before fl1e began ~o r:>t it. 

]3ut I need not fcek in other families for examples to 

foew the ill confequence of ch1,dren not obferving what 

is told them; your brother GeorgP's accident is a fof­

£cient proof of that. Had he r,:indtd the nry laft 

words I fpoke as the coach drove frnrn the door, or ~he 

orders I before gave rum to fit q u1cr, he would hz.ve 
faved 

l..., 
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faved himfelf all that mifery he now endures, and his friends the painfol ani.tety they fuifer for his fake. 

That is very true, to be fore, faid Charlu, but I dare fay, Sir, he did not do it out of difabedience ; he was 
only at play, and did not think of what you had faid. Did not think, Charles I I, the other day, if I recollect 

.right, gave you my .opinion of people acling wrong., 
becaufe they do not think ; and endeavoured to con­
vince you, that it was fo very poor an excufe that it never cculd much mitigate an olfence. So young a 
child as George, I 1hould not expec1: to have much 
thought about the confique11ce.s of his aclions; but he certainly is old enough to mind what is told him. He 
might not, in all probability forefee the danger of 
breaking the ~ldfes if he went to play; but I did, and 
thc.:refore cautioned him againll it, and he heard and zmde,jlood what I faid; and happy, poor fellow, had it 
beea for him, if he had minded as well as heard. Thus in every infi-ance, Charles, you may depend upon it, 

you will always bemtft fafe, when you mojl follow the 
advice of your parents and friends, whofe experience has gained them knowledge, and whofe affection for you will never fuffer them to miflead you. Or if at any time they Jhould be mifl:aken, Jl:ill no blame will be 

laid upon you for your obedience, they wilJ be anf wer­
able for the error; but yott will have performed your duty in the bcft manner you could, and will, therefore, be en tided to commendation in!tead of ce11fure. 

13 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Rotchford was proceeding in his di(cour(e, whe~ 

a fervant came to infon,1 him, that Mafi:er Geo,-ge was 

awake, and l\1r. Grew with him. He then de:firing 

Charles to continlle in the garden till called for, im­

mediately went to them, and found George wrapped up 

in his mamma's lap, whilH Mr. Green was dreffing the 

wounds of his arm. Poor George, who had fcarce 

ceafcd crying fince the firfl: moment of his accident, 

xedoubled his fcre ams a t the painful operation of 

.fearching the wound jn his arm, for rnore gla fs, whi ch 

Mr. Gretn app1ehended was fiiil lodged in it. His 

,mother, v,- ho fat turning his eyes away from the figh t 

o f the i n fi rument s, by hold ing hi s rig ht cheek \\i th her 

l eft h and, whil11 the o ther preffed ag:iinfi: her bofom, 

en cJ. eavoured to foo th. h im and aba te his crying, wh il 'l: 

her own tears tri ck led fafr down, and we t ted hi3 

:hai r. M r. Rctcrford, obft r ving the p ainfol fi tu ation 

cf h is v. i fe , jntreated her to ]eave t he room, and give 

t he ch ild to h im: but fn e, fearful of an y \, ay adding 

to her child's ur.eafi ne fs, replied, I am not at all ti red 

of holding h im, I think you. 

11Fter the poor boy was again laid in t he bed, Tvir, 

Ro:clj,,rd enq uired. of lVIr . Gr~·rn , if he thought i t 

w:,u;d be dangerous to move hjm , .1.s they rn uch 

wiihcd to be with t.he rdl cf tl,eir family at home, 

~rn<l could ne t think cf leaving him in his prefcnt 

conditicn? l\fr. Gran anf,:cred , he did not wonJcr 

a, their defire to be with. tl1eir o ther children ; bnt 

acvifod ther,1 , by no rr: ez-.n to think of remoY:ng Gf;:·gt.', 

;lt :can till he next 0:'.y; nr: <l 2romiJed to c~)l again 
· rt 

Ii 
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in the evening to enquire after him: in the mean time, 
he ordered him fome draughts to abate his fever, and 
if poflible to procure him a iittle ileep ; but they took 
very little or no effect, his fever continued very hjgh, 
and the pain of his arm fo violent as to prevent his 
getting any refl:. 

\Vhen Mr. Green faw him in the evening, he ap­
peared rather furprifed at finding him fo very indif­
ferent, but gave no hopes of any fpeedy amendment. 
His mamma again fat up with hirn ; and this njght 
was not lefs- rcHlefs than the preceeding. Mr. Green 
again vifited him early in the morning, and ftrongly 
recommended their calling- in farther advice. Mr. 
and Mrs. Rotchf6rd again urging the neceffity of their 
being at home, he gave permiffion for George's being 
more.:!. Accordingly, after breakfaft, they took leave 
of Mr. and Mrs. Blijield, and returned thither; where 
they no fooner arrived, than they difp:itcheJ a man on 
horfe-back to fetch a Mr. Soft, an eminent furgeon 
who refided in the next town. It would be impofiibie 
to defcribe the emotions of poor 'Jo.lary, upon feeing 
her brother Ccr,rge in fo difmal a fituation, as D1e con­
fidered herfclf the caufe of his misfortun!, Lhough in 
reality, fhe was not at all blameable fr., rne part fhc 
had acted. But certain it is, no one of any fen1ibility 
Can confider themfclves as even the iui,ant caufc of 
another's afrl.iction, ,vithout being much hurt by the 
reflcdion, even though it fhoul<l be one with whom 
they ha\·e no nc.:irer connection th:m the tie of com'110n 
humanity. But in the prcfent infiance Mifs 1'.lar;'s 

lJ 4 dillrcf., 
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cliH:refs was very flncere, as fhe had a moll: tender 
affection for her brother., and would joyfully, at any 
time have endured pain herfelf, rather than thofe fhe 
loved fhould fuffer. When I think, .lhe exclaimed., 

that it was owing to me he endures fo much, I cannot 

hear it! and only becaufe I did not like to have my 
cap knocked off, and tumbled! He had better have 
fpoiled every cap in the nation, than have been fo 
hurt, I am fore ! I cannot think what could make me 
fo crofs as to mind it! Suppofe he had pufhed it ofF11 

or bent the wires, what great confequence would that 
have been of? But, poor fellow, his arm is of great, 

qJajl importance, and I, I was the caufe of it ! 
But, my dear, interrupted her mamma, you do 

wrong to diHrefs yourfelf fo much upon that account, 

or accufe yourfelf of croff,iefi where I do not find you at 
all deferved that reproach. If, indeed, you had been 

doing any thing ,zvrong, or if through ill-nature to your 
brother you had caufcd his accident, you might then 

'juftly have condemned yourfelf as the author of it. But 
As I underfi-and the affair, that does not appear to be 

the cafe. You could not forefee what would happen : 

if you could have done that, I acknowledge with you, 

that your cap had much bet ter have been fpoiled, or 

your frock torn, than poor George have fuffered fo 
much. But \Ve are not, my dear, anfwerable for thofe 
accidents which happen contrary to our expecta tions 
and defigns; we cannot, to ue fore, heJ p lam ent­

ing them, as in the prefent inflance; b1.i't I do not 
fee 

F 
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.fee that you need more affiict yourfelf, than any of the 
reft of us; unlefs indeed, becaufe you did not attend 
to what your p.apa told you: for, did he not, as the 
coach drove off, defire you to let the glaffes alone? 
Yes, Madam, replied fl.fary, he did, and I am 

fi,re, I wifh~ with all my heart, I had minded! 
But the front glafs was up when we fet off, and till 
George let it down to pull James's coat: fo I thought I 
might put it up again, as my intention was not to 
play with it; nor did I break it by pulling it up; 
but I wijh I had let it alone, and let poor George 
play as he would. I wifh fo too, my dear, re'! 
fumed Mrs. Rotchford, and I h ·)pe it will convince you 
all, of the ill confcqucnce of not minding what is faid to 
you : had George been •: u.iet as he was defired, none 
of this fa. affair would nave happened. But 111ary, 
continued fhe, if v0u f~el fo much for having endea~ 
voured to prevent George from fianding upon the feat, 
.and playing ;"ith the coach1. :m; only think what 
your fuit~rings would be, had you occafioned his mif. 
fortune through any ii! nature:, or inconfiderate carelt_ff. 
r.efi; fuch as he dlefily pul11ing him thtough the window., 
or through impatience or petulance, caufing him to fall 
againfi it? How, I fay, mull: thefe, or fuch like circum. 
fiances, have added to your diftrefs, and augmented 
your prefent fofferings? Then indeed you might juftly 
have reflected upon yourfelf as being the author of all his 
rnifery, and the Hings of your own confcience might well 
lrnve ,ontributcd to make you tr lily wret,hed. O ! if it 

h_.d 
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had happened fo ! exclaimed klatJ', what would have be• 

come of me? I !hould have been ready to chop off' 

my own arms by way of revenging the pain I had in~ 

Billed on his. That, my dear, fai<l her marnma, would 

have been but an indifferent recompence to him. Seeing 

you foffer would not have eafed his pain, or have 

affo rded him any relief. But the confideration of our 

~fter rej?ct?ion, fl10u ld keep us at all times from either 

faying an unkind word, or doing a \Vrong aclion; 

fince no tormen;-, we may affure ourlelves J in this 

world can be e',pnl to t '.1c Hin gs cf a guilty confcio1a. 

Mrs . Ro!ch.fo,·d was liere interr up ted by the arrival 

of :i\lr. Sift, \\ 'horn foe attended in to her fon's chamber. 

He examined t;1e \•; ounJs in both his arms . That in 

tlv:! lefc he pronounced ro be of fm::ill im portance, 

fo~:1 as a few c-lJys wou;d perfec1cly rcflore; but he 

a;prarc<l g:-e.Fly a'.1.:-r:-:.cd a~ the appearan ce of :he other, 

.:nc. t"":ivc \ Cf)' li ttle hopes of 2ir.endmcnt : on the con-
-:, . 

tra:-y, faid, that it \Vas certainly extremely bad, and he 

couid PO~ D;;tter them with t1c mofl: dilbnt hope of his 

ncr recov~r i:ig the ,Jc of it , but would apply every 

1:let11od he co<11d th.ink of to abate the inflammation 

ar<l p::iin ; «nd in the mc;in time, defi red that he might 

be kept VCJ y q uict, and have proper means ufcd for 

,lie ab;:tcmer,t of hi_, fr.·erJ which .fiil [ con tinued very 

h:gl1. Trie w},oie far.iily were much diHreiT~d at this 

difm;,j acco~;:t g'.vcn by "\1:-. Soft; and it was not 

\ it::o:.it great dj,i;clil:y 11/Jrs. Rotch.fad conld be pre~ 

, ·ai!e,.i :.F1on to lc1ve him that ni(.!ht to the c:ire of his 
' ~ 

~ t ' h 'b I I r • h 'I nurJc; u~1t ,.u _. 11 ar,,. ot.:rc:ecJ1a1g er to coni1 .er 
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tbe importance of her own health to the happinefs of 
the whole family, at Iafr, to oblige him, confenteJ, 
and, with tears in her eyes, left his chamber a little 
after twelve. 

Tvirs. Rot(hford arofe again the ·next morning before 
n\·e, and found her poor boy in much the fame painful, 
rcfl:lefs fi:ate, in which fhc had left him; he had frept 
not above half an hour during the night, complained 
much of violent thirfl:, and frequently enquired for 
his marnm:i.. As foon as {he went to him, he took her by 
the hand, and holding her tig11t b:,· the fore-Enger. faid, 
Do not go away again, mamma, J am fo very bad I do 
not know what to do! I have jufl: been thinking-,. 
that I have got the gout; for do not you remember 
when my grand~papa had it, how mo11)lcro1tfly his hand 
was fwelled; and it wa~ _ju/1: like mine, I dare fay, 
for he told me that he cc-el 1 nr.t flecp, and was wry 
bad, anJ in a great deal of pain; thcugh to be furc, I 
do not think any body, in all the world, ever was in 
fo much agony as I am; for I never felt ~ny thing h;_;_If fo 
bad in -all my life before . Do you think, m~mma, 
any boJy was eHr fo very bad, or had their arm 2.che 
fo much as mine does? Yes indeed, my lo ·e, rcp,>"-d 
1\1 rs. Rotchford, I do realiy think a great 11 amber of 
people have not oniy fdt as 1;mch p:i.in, but a great <lcal 
1.11Qi·e th:-:.n you do. Do not ~'OU think that l'::pta:n 
lVi'llmct, wl o dined here a little while ago, who, ~·ou 
remember, went upon crutches, and had two \VG C'cc n 
11:'g.,, m ul1 h::i.ve fdt :is mud1 pain when both his legs 

wer~ 
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were .fhot off; as you do with your one arm? I think 
lie muft; but I dare fay he did not er~ fo much as you. 
0 ! then, anfwered George, he could not be fo bad, or he 
would have cried too, I am fore; for I cannot get tl-.e 
leaJl eafe: I dare fay, I feel as much pain as Kitty's fq uir­
rel did, when its tail was pulled off. I had almoO: forgot 
the fquirrel, faid his mamma; but I mufl: remember 
and defire your brother to dig up his coffin to-day, for I 
cannot afford him one of the china tureens: it was a 
<iroll fancy for Charles to take that, was not it, my 
dear? 0 ! I do not know, replied CEorge, in a freih 
agony of pain ; and again bur ft in to tear:;. 

He continued crying for fame time; but between 
fiven and eight grew rathereaiier, and got into a doz,:.,, 
in which he continued above an hour, when ML Soft, 
entering his apartment, waked him. 

Upon examining his arm, Mr. Soft expreifed his cfo .. 
foe, that fome other furgeon might 1ikewife fee it ,is 
foon as poffible; and when Mr. Rotchford attended 
l1im <lown flairs, confeiled he thought him in a moil 
<langerous J.late. My own opinion is, faid he, that he 
has no chance for his life, but by immediately lofing 
his arm. It is poffible, however, it may not appear fo 
needful to another perfon; let me, therefore, beg of 
you to let fome gentleman meet me here as foon as may 
be, that we may confolt what more can be done; Im ufl: 
now go a little farther,. but I will be back again by 
twelve at noon. 

Poor Mr. Rotcl:ford, you may foppofc, was gre:1t1y 
affected by this very melancholy ac~ount of h~s fon; it 

diHrdfod 

C, 
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<l1ftrefied him exceedingly how to acquaint his wife with the difmal news; and yet, as it was fo foon to be determined, it was nece.ffary .!he fhould be prepared for fo dreaJfuI an event, He, therefore, after fitting a little while, endeavouring to compofe himfelf, called her out of George's chamber, and in as tender a manner as poffible gave her the melancholy account. It would be impofiible for me to defcribe the emotions of thefe fond parents upon fo diilreffing a profpecL They both agreed, how much lefs would be their fofferings~ to fee their child expire, than to think of his undergo­ing fo violent an operation. But then again, they rea­funed, that if life could be preferved, though by fo fevere a mean, frill it was their duty to confent to it, as every one fi1ould endeavour to the utmofi:, to favc the 

life which God had lent them. He may, faid theyi, though he lofes his limb, P.ill live to be a ufeful mem­ber of fociety; and undoubtedly out of tenderncfs to his prifent feelings, we mufi: not foffer him to expire whilfl ;iffiitance can be given him. They therefore agreed to fend for a Mr. Steel, to meet Mr. Soft at no0n, and to 
abide by their determination, be it what it would. Whilft they were converfing together, then urfe came to 
beg they would be fo good as to go up to Mafier George, as he feemed much to wifh for their company. They immediately went into his room; but upon his c11ling out, Mamma, where are you gone to? Pray come and fit by me! Poor Mrs. Rotchford was quite overpowered, an<l infiead of advancing to him, hurried out of the room, and throwing hcrfelf into a chair 

which 
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,-.:hich ilood by the door, gave way to thofe tender 

feelings which fo deeply pierced her he i"? rt, and fobbed 

to fo violent a degree, that her hufbJnd hearing her, 

kfr little George to go to her ailiftance. \Vith difficulty 

1:e at laft got her into her own room, and laid r.er on 

the bed, begging her not to attempt again to \'ilit 

George for the prcfent, which fhe promifed to comply 

with. Her daughters hearing fae was not well, anxi­

oufly came to enquire after her, and earne~ly begged 

to kno,v the ca'.lfe of that difl:refs they found her in. 

But as n1e thought it would be ufelefs to inform them 

of what would fo deeply afilict their hearts, fhe ~i1igned 

no o::li er reafon for her tea rs th an their brother's il1-

nefs. But my deareft, mamma, faid Sophia, he is not 

«~-t•crfi th an he was; n urfe told me he had fome flccp 

this murning; pray do not diH:refs yourfelf in fuch a 

m ::cnnc r ! l ciare fay he w ill be better ! You know Mr. 

Sofi faid his left arm would foon be well ; and I hoee 
- 1 

t Lt! o t':Pr ,,.,i!l men d foon too; I dare fay it will; do 

not rny ciear rnc: mm a cry fo. 

In :lii., manner did thofe amiable r-irls flrive to com-
"' 

fort their mo~hcr ; L ut1 al.ts ! tlic1 only adJe<l to tnc 

f mot ,Gns cf her he;,,·•, whilit they fo freq t.en tl y re .. 

pt>,tteJ thei:· i1-:ipcs ( that ariri quickly mending, which 

fhr~ l_:n:w w2.s DH,nly to be taken off. 

11, t~is :r:a'.ricr ,v~rc they en_l:!a_,:ed , when l\,fr. Steel's 

ch :',;-:-::: 11opped ;.it fre do:::r, ;i.nd i,1 2 few moir cnts nas 

fo, ,1· ~d u:r ! lr. S~,tt's. 1 will not; :te.1~11~ ro c:erc1 ibe 

\ .,\ .: r ,,, ,, 1' ,., ,, • ..,J,ln •ro t~O t\.e "l'''"l·J~h i,1,s }lc'r!, 
-. 11., ... l. : .. .. ~ 1 .. ll./ C..4~ - "· l.\.# ~ .,, ,: "· bL; J ...... .. . " . .... ,.. .. 
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mind Mr. Rctckford attended them to the ch~mber of 
his fon: much lefs can I give any defcription of his 
feelings when he found it was determined, that the 
limb was to be immediately amputated. He could not 
fuffer himfelf to fee his wife; but fent a rneifage to her, 
earneflly req uefiing htr to move herfelf and children 
from the houfe, th::t they might not be frill more af­
frcted by the outcries of poor Gco1ge. 

She inihntly comp!ied \\ith his requeft, and fu:J"ce 
knowing whither fhe went, and bidding her daughters 
to at,end her, direcled her Heps to a frnall fornmer­
houfe, which Hood at fome difiance from the dwelling. 
There, in an ngony of mind, not to be defcribed, nor 
even imag-h,rd by thofe whofe hearts have not been torn 
by the iuffering of a beloved obj eel; D1c gave a loofe to 
her tears: at the f::-ime time earncflly imploring Beaven 
tofu rport and firengthen her child, to go through the 
painful operation. Her intention W:ls to ccnceal from 
.:ill her other ,:hddren, their brother's misfortune, till 
fuch tir~e JS his amendir~ l:.ea!th, fhould n.i;igate their 
fonow for his {ufferinpJ or at lean: till Lheir defi?e to 
fr-: h,m, lhould render it nccdfary for them to be told. 
B c1 t fo, iolcr.t were her emotions, \\ hill!: in the i":.mn,er­
hou fe, ~md {o ,,rdcnt her prnyeJ·•, th :n he niidlll have 
fl , ( , . r ·r l 1 , rc·1 gt·., h> .np~·on ii111~,eJ ; t 1at ncr two e 2u (1 ,a ~1gh-
lcr~, (::n:.: Ch,:r!u, , .. L,) h~d :tilo joi,1ed th•.!!1,) ~ 1:,in ly 
,-l:i"-,...,.,,.-, .. 1 fiOI"'1"' 111° l"" 1'"'0~" th•,n '' O•r.1-n r 11 \\'"' 1!.. • .. r,.. l...JlL\• -...,, .. ~ ..., 1,., • 6 4 1 1- ~ .. u1 . - l • l • .,,.J ..... ~ ,.Jl"-- l: tJll, 

of I.er tea:-s. Is n, 1v brodv:r .1~• . .-;i.r,'-' thcv cr,ot.i,::!J, or - .. » • l · l" ~ '" t"'l"'I , • c~,.,,..,,,.. , ~- ~1,.. L 111 c " 1 e t ·1 , e - ··ct O ,.. '.') 1- •· .. 
\-V .. 1,, ·•·/ ,._,.,<;_, .. ,,1,,\., , .. , _ .. n"'° ''"' _ ~, ,~y, 
-fi••q,, !Pl! 115 I £-oM I ·11n f••rc it ffiL'!'c ''" l.'1n•,-•i· 1·•1 ,. -..,... ·v 
,,.,i,/ .i.,..,._-. ~ ..,. , .. ,. .. "-l•• • .,. • ...,\,, .. ~4••V1,•l •::;: \.\J} 
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bad! Is he dead? Dead! replied Mrs. Rotchfwd, no 

my dears ! no! I hope he is not going to die ! nothing 

is the matter, except. his arm, that is worfe than we 

fufpecled; it is as bad as can be. Poor! poor fellow ! 
added ihe, 0 ! what does he this moment fuffer. 

Why, mamma, enquired Charle;, hafii1y, why this 

moment fufFer? ls any thing being done to it? I faw 

Mr. Soft, and Mr. Steel come j uil: now; what are 

they going to do with his arm ? Not cut it ofl-"", are 

they? Do not, my dears, anfwered Mrs. Rotchford1 

enquire any farther, for I cannot tell you. And again 

i'he burfl: into a fre{h flood of tears. 0 ! it is! it is! I am 

.fure it is! they all together rejoined, with a voice of 

horror, whilft the colour forfook their cheeks, and the 

tears gufhed from their eyes. Poor! poor Gmge ! 0 ! 
dear, what will he do l How can he bear it? Oh! 

mamma, what fhall we do for him? 0 ! the nnjly 

coach-glafs, exclaimed ll-1ary, how I wifh I had not 

pulled it up. He will never Jove me any more! For 

it was / who caufed him all his pain ! 0 ! how J wifh 

it had cut my arm infl:ead of his; I am fore he will 

ne,·cr be able to love me again! 

My deareft girl, rejoined her mother, do not diflrefs 

yourfelf in this manner. \Ve muft all be mofl feverely 

affiicled by the poor hoy's fo.frerings, and the anguiD1 
of our hearts, can be but little lefs fevere than the p2.in 

of hi s bod_}', Great as my fonow is to reflecl upo11 

what he mull: go through, and to fee you all thus 

affiieed ; yet ilill greater would be my for row, if you 

could, ,vithout concern, hear of your brother's mi.<for-

tune; 

. ' r 

Al 
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htne ; for the heart that bleeds not for the wounds of another, mufl: be dcflitute of every Penerous or no6le-• 

~ principle. But 11iil, my dear Alar)', there is no oc-ca(ion for you fo Ja.dy to dill:refs yourfelf, as if through any ill-nature or defign of yours, the accident had be~ fd!en him. It is true, you in fame degree, were the caufe of it; but you \'i'ere the innocent caufe, and let­that refl.eclion comfort you; at the fame time that it 
teaches you carefully to avoid doing any thing whiclt. mcty give you juf1: rcafon for remorfe in future: for i(, as I before obferved to you, your fufferings are now accute from the thought that you were injlrumental to his misfortune, what do you fuppofc rn ufi: be the diflrefs of thofe peoples minds who are confcious of g:u'lt, and know they aB:ed in a manner which they ought not. 

\rVhilil: t ·Trs. Rotchford and her children were thus talking in the fumrner-houfe, I\Ir. Rotc/.'.f;rd was en .. 
g1ged in a fiill more mc-lancholy fcene µ:ithin doors. He h:1d attended Mr. So.ft and Mr. Sti!el into his fun'~ apartment, and flayed whilfi- they made ail neceffary preparations by the bcd-fid~. \Vhen, finding his fpirits unequal to fnpport being prefent at the dreadfol ope­ra:ion, he !looped down to kifs liis boy with an affec. tionate fervency, as if fc:!rfu] it might be the b11: he fhoul~ ever beHo,v; and he felt the ft1ffcrings of his 

D-:•.;1: bofom, heightened b:· the unfafpecting ignorance of his child. .Llcffin6 s on thee, thou little innocent! 11e exclaimed, mJy Heaven fupport d ce) He w ... s 
hurrying ouc of the room, ,.,L~n Grcr,ge~ perceiri.'lg 'o 1,. IT. C h iJ!l 
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him going, called after him, Papa! papa! where are 

you going? pray do not go away! I will come back 

prefently, my loYe, replied Mr. Rr;tchford. But ilop, 

pr(Jy do Sir! again rejoined George, pray come back! 

I want to f pe:ik to you; pray il::ay ! Mr. Rote/ford 

ftcpped back to the bed-fide, and GeGrge, taking hold 

of him, faid, l'raJ, pra)', my dear papa! do not go 

and leave me till Mr. Scft has done my arm. Where 

is mamma? I like to fit in her lap \vhile it is dreffed ; 

but this time I will fit in yot.rs . Mr. Rctch/ord agt1in 

attempted to quit the ro©m, promifing to return foon. 

But George burfling iuto tears, befought him with fuch 

~arnefinefs to continue \,ith him, that Le re:"01vcd, 

wh2..tever his O\Vn fufrerings might be, to remain where 

he was, rather than by his abfence add in the f m:1lleil 

degree to the unliap1 incfs of his child. He therefore 

continued by him through the ciifmal operation, fu:­

taining fuch p1.inful emotions of mind as no language 

can poilibly <lefcribe, nor any heart conceive, that has 

never been called to the liked: eadfol trial. 

The m?ment the opcr,,,ion was fafely o\'er, he dif. 

parched a meffrnger to the fummer-hou:e to inform his 

.i.nxious \\ ife; ar d to defi.re her !1ill to con l;nue there, 

untill he fhould age1in fend for her. Bur, as foon as 

the furgcons '"ere departed, and Gtorge iaid in bed, 

{1,,hcre, owing to a flrong opiate which had been given 

him , he for.n appeared !1upi<l, and feemingly infcnfible 

of his pain,) f,,1r.Rotchford went himfrlf ii to the L"rdcn; 

and, upon ente1ing ·he fummc:r-houfe, the figh t of his 

');'1.fe, and all his other children in tears, together wi · h 

' th~ 
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the gieat refhaint he had put upon himfelf whilfr at­tending upon George, fo overcame him, that he dropped down on the floor, unable to move, or utter a fyllable. This greatly added to Mrs. Rotchford's difirefs; ihe ran to him, and in vain endeavoured to raife him. The children alfo fcrearned out, and as fruitlefsly tried to 11clp him up. His mother then difpatched Charles for fome water, which he quickly retnrned with, only flaying to dip his h2.t in a water-t:1b which flood clofe by. 1\Iy dear, faid Mrs. Rotchford, we cannot make him drink out of this .1 No, madam, but we can wet ~im faid Charles, and at the fame time, threw it all in J1is face: which rough recipe, together with a fmelling ... bcttle, happily brought him to himfelf; and, for an inCTant, the joy felt by his wife and children, upon feeing him recover, made them almo1l: forget the fuffer .. ings of poor George. 

But this forgetfulnefs was but of lhort continuance., their ileuts were too deeply affecl:ed to permit it Jong 
to be abfent from their minds; and with a trembling voice, l\frs. Rotchford en.quired after her fo~. Has hell faid fhc furvived the amputation: or was it too much for bi:. fhength? and are his life and limb refigned together? No, my dearefl: love, rep!ied her hufband, thanks to ~dl-merciful Heaven ! he is not only fl:ill a/irz,•e, but fu!bine<l the operation even better than we could have hoped. l wifhed not to be prefent at the dreajful crifis. Had he been a child perfecl:ly indffirent to me, 1 knew i~ WO'.l!d be a fcene mofl: painful for my nature to b(:hol<l; but to be \,itncfs to foch an operation per-

C ~ formed 
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formed upon one of my o:v..,·n children, I confef~, wa~ 

almoft too much for me to fnpport; and I was fearful 

I 1hou1<l not be ahle to go through it with proper 

fortitude. But nobody knowi what they can do 

till they come to be tried ; our itrength is often­

times greater when we refolutely exert ourfelves, than 

we before expelled; and Providence, f11fficiently power­

ful fore-very thing, never fails to help and afiifi: thofe, 

\\ ho earneHly try to do their hefl .i and to the ntmofl, 

endeavour to fopport the difficulties ther ar!:. _called 

upcn to fuitain. Let us then , my love, look to that 

helping Provicence alone, for firength to fopport onr 

fpirits through the melanc_holy fcene 1,ve are now en­

gaged in. Heaven knows what our fufferings are 

·upon thi.s, a11-i every occai1on; and provided we exert 

our fortitude , and patiendy fobmit to what God is 

p1e:i.fed to arpoint, we m;iy refi: affored, that we f.1:111 

nevet have greater dif-hcul ics impofed upon u-s than we 

Jh.JI be eras.led to fupport. 

Here Mr. Retch.ford paufed, and Kitt_;• enquired, 

\Vhy he did flay in the room if he fo much di{Eked 

'it? Bccaufe, re Flied her father, George fo ean1ejll.J 

deiired me, that I could not refofe his requefl:. 1-Iis . 

Cuffering~, I thought, poor feilow ! would be fl'V.rl 

,:"nongh, \\i'.:ho•.H my 'llt.-.:i1:g him by not !laying when he 

fo much wifo d for me; anJ at any time I \\ou1d facri6cc 

1~1y own eafe fi .. r the fatitfaftion of my beloved chil­

dren . • Y ou arc rz,•ery kin(l, ~ir, faid Charles, taking 

m~e cf h;s hanJs, ~.n<l prefring it between his ; then 

lo-rking 1:p0n 1.is fa1gns as he hdd them, and t 1e 
lt:Jr~ 

cc 
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tears fl:arting to his eyes, he exclaimed, I hoje this 
hand will never be cut off! I hope not, my dear, faid 
his father. .Ah! replied he, fo a few days ago we 
none of us expcB:ed poor George's to be; and yet 
no-w poor fellow! what a fad fl:ate is he in? And fo, 
for any thing we can tell to the contrary, this hand 
of yours, may be obliged. to be taken off in a 
week's time. That, faid Mr. Rotchford, is certainly 
true: no one can poilibly fay how foon calamities, or 
even death, may overtake them; and therefore, \'l.:e 
ought ah-1.'ays to live in fuch a manner, as, let death 
come when it will, we may be ready and prepared to 
n1eet it. And likewife, we I'nould not fix cur hearts 
anJ affeB:ions too deeply on any <z.uorld!y gcod, or pof­
fefiions; 1ince, as you obferve, we are every moment 
liable to lofe them: our very limbs not being fo fecure 
in our own power, but that we may be obliged to part 
with them. But, though this is the cafe, we mull: not 
for that reafon, Charles, foffer ourfches to live in per­
petuul dread, through the apprehenfion of future evil: 
for this would be to make the r-whole of our lives 
wretched, and to throw away the comforts which Pro­
vidence is kindly pleafed to lend us. To .bear the mif­
fortunes of life with relignation and fortitude, is the 
duty of every one, and the fign of a truly great and 
?ZoMt· mind. But not to enjoy pre_,cnt bleffings, througl1 
the dread and fear of fome time or other being obliged 
to part from them, is very ,u:icked, and a certain fii:.!"n of 

0 a r..veakJ and cowar~ly difpofi tion ~ 
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" When Heaven, indulgent any bleffing lend/, 

" lPhetber if goods, if fortune, or of friencfs1 

e' Enjoy the boon ; and grateful!;• recei•ve 

" lrhate' £r kind Pro<vidence fees fit to girue: 

u .iVor ht the drrad if ills Jome future day, 

•' Drjlroy thy peace, or dn..,..,.;e fair Hope aru,ta)'-­

'" For this, thy proper 61~/im.fs, mortal know!" 

"' Is rv..iith the czannt if tkY life to flow. 

'" If ills att, 11d thee, patiently jithmit, 

"' And bcndfi1b1::,ffi-ve, to rivhat God fees fit. 

H But r:z.d·en prof perity r:z.uith happy gales, 

"' frafts Jinooth tly hark, and gentl.J'.fills thy Jail!, 

'' Rcy;ice ,1,r;.th h1:•nblc gratitude· for know.' 

" 'I hJ' God, 0 ! mortal.' hath ora'am' d it Jo.'" 

1.--r'· G d 1 0 ' l 1 1 '- J 'd · r 1 • J ti. 
'J. oy 10 . . morta. . oat? oraatn 1t 10 • man , 

·repeated Mrs. Rotchford; but come, let us riturn to the 

houfe; not that I wifh to take any of you in-doors; 

but I mufl: go to niy poor boy, though I greatly dre:id 

t o fee him. 
She then went in accompanied by her huili:rnd. T11e 

children alfo were very defirous of going to their bro­

ther; hut as he was to be kept 2s quiet as poffible, they 

were not permitted to go up. Mrs. Rr,tchjird, upon 

entering the room, \\;-.s greatly affi aed; b 1t r.:;11 more 

fo, y,:-1cn little George (,"ho faw her benveen an open­

ing of the currain~) called out, Ts it y u, mamma? 

fl'hcre have yon been all day? ] h,ne wanted you fa 

·!nuch ! 1 never \vanted you fo much i'1 all my Jj-fr ! 

Do you know, when Mr. So/t and rno other m~n, 31.cl 
••. 
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my papa, had me by themfe1ves, without you, they 
cut off my arm? I did not think my papa would let 
me be ufed fo t Why did not you come to Ja:ve me? I 
called you ;is loud as ever I could fcream ; but you 
would not come, though I am fore you rnuft have heard 
me, for T never called fo loud in all my life. My papa 
faid it was to cure me, and make me well ; but I am 
fore that is a ftory, for I am a great, great deal worfe 
than ever I was; and my arm js not a bit eafier, for it: 
aches as r.rnch as ever it did; and r believe f am quite 
Killed. No, my love, replie<l Mrs. Rotchford, you arc 
mt kiIJed, but I hope will {..:-on be better. What 
your papa told you \\ as very true, and your arm wa~ 
indeed taken off to cure you, and make you well; for, 
if it had continued on, it wculd foon have made ycur 
whole body very bad, and that r,;,.Jo;t!d have killed yon. 
But do not, my dear boy, talk fo n,uch, lie 11i11 and 
{ry to go to fleep ; J\Ir. Soft has deii.red you would be 
qmet, I \\ill fit down by ) ou, and not leave you any 
more all day, if you will be quiet and lie ftil1. Then 
do not, refumed George, let Tvlr. Soft and the other men 
t:ome and cut my o:her arm off, but Hay and watch 
me: and if I get to Oeep, do no~ let them come t" 
me; but bolt the dcor to keep them out, and fit down 
by me, clo_) by me, and ta:{e care of me, for I am 
ti•i ~llly ba<l indeed; and my arm that is cut off aches 
and fmarts tm hv.11a'rcd ti1,.::-s \'\,Orfe than ever it did. 
IIufh ! hu01 ! my dear, faid ris mamma, you mufl: not 
talk fo much: 1 rivill fit by you, and take care that 

n'.> oae Jh~11l lrnrt you: but yo.1 muil: firft drink thi$ 
C + lictl~ 
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.little dofe of phyfic, which I hope will give you eafe • 

.Now let me fee how like a man you can drink it at 

once without flopping ! I do not like to have it at alJ., 

fa.id George. Befides, what is the ufe of my taking it? 

You before gave me phyfic to cure my arm, you 

faid ; and now that is cut off, this 11aflinefs can do it 

no good! It will not make it join on again, will it? 

No, replied his mother, that it cannot do; but it may 

give you e::1.fe, and make you fall af1eep. At leafl: it is 

·proper, and ordered for you, and I rn ufl: have it fwal­

lowed immediately: and you are too good, I am fo.re,s. 

:not to do what you are defired. 

Mrs. Rotch.ford then carried it to him, ·not aware how 

greatly (he would be affected by the fight of him_. 

But no fooner did i:le ca-1 her eyes upon his face, which 

was as pale alma.fl: as the pillow on which he lay, and faw 

·the bandages which were wrapped round him, than th() 

cup dropped from her hand, and fhe fainted away, 

falling on the bed. Poor George, alarmed at fo foddcn 

an alteration in the appearance of his mother, hurfting 

into tears, called out, mamma is dead! This abrmcd 

the nurfe, who, fitting by the window, had not obfcrvcd 

what happened. She inflantly ran to her mifhefs's 

affiflance, and by the help of fome hartfl10rn, foon re­

fiored her to her fenfe~, when a vio~ent flood of tears 

greatly relieved her; and fl1e was foon fo far recovered. 

~s to be able ag;,in to approach her fon with another 

phial of medicine, which he drank very q!..lietly, and 

in a fhort time afterwards fell into a found Deep. J\1rs. 

Rotchford, according t.o h~r prornife., never Cjliittcd his 
bed. 

t: 
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bed -fide all day; ~md his father m~de very frequent 
vifits to enquire after him. His brother and fifl:er~ 
alfo an.xioufly often came to the door to lifi:en if any 
.one was fi:irring, that they ,might learn how he did:: 
.and aI'.l{ed a thoufand queftions of whoever came out of 
the room, to know if he Dept? if he grew eafier"? 
whether he cca(ed crying? hc-w he looked ? if he 
{jnke? what he faid i' whether he could eat, or drink? 
and in .fhorr:-, evuy particular which their affection 

' made them defirous of being fatisfied in. 
In the evening, Mr. Rctcbford took n. walk down the 

garden with the children, and palling by the fpot where 
the fquirrel was buried, Charles pointed it out to him, 
faying, There, Sir, direcdy ttnder that flick lies poor 
honei1: Squg, at reil: in his china vafe. 0 .! then pray., 
faid his father., fmiling, fetch your fpa<le, and remon~ 
his bones into fomething elfe. lYhm· el(e_, enquired 
J:itty, can do half fo well? May T put him into a half­
pint fl:one-nrng that is in the houfe, and then fafi:en the 
top of this box over it? holding one in her hand us fhe 
fpok.e. Aye, aye, replied. Mr. Rotchford, you may <lo 
that if you plea[e; f> away rnn .Kitty for the !lone mug., 
and Cl.·arlu for the fpade, with whjch he direclly bc­
g:rn to dig for the fquirrel. Take care, Char/ts, faid 
liis father, . mind and do that carefully, or you will 
break the tureen, and then all you::- labour will be 
ufelefs. Yes! yes ! Sir, I will t;.ke care of that, 
replied Charlu, I know where2.bo:.lt it is; I ihall find 
it in a minute or two, I d8.re fay. And \Vh . n he had 
dug pretty near to it, he knelt down en one knce..so 

and 
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and with his knife and hands fcratched through the 

rc:1.: of the earth till he came to the tureen. 0 ! here 

it is, he exclaimed, as foon as he found his knife grate 

againil: it, I have found my treafure. Then fcraping 

the dirt away from the fides, he took it up, faying, 

\Ve11, Mr. Squirrel, how do you f.nd yourfelf? I hope 

yon have been well pleafed with your new lodging, 

and have felt no attacks of the rheumatifm from the 

da;11pnefs of the iituation. Do not, Charles, talk info 

laughing a manner, fai i Kitt)', taking it from him 

ra,hcr lnPLily; but Jet me have it. Come, poor fel­

low ! I am gl.zd, I i]131l once more fee yo!:!, fo eet 

creatura ! Then lifting up the co\·er, foe looked into it. 

But to her u tmofi: ailonitnrnent, perceived itJ fur all 

off-, and the little animal covercJ with m:1ggots; 

whiLl the flench that proceeded from it wa~ nwtt 

in tolerable. 

It would be no eafy t1fk to defcribe the a1terarien in 

ner countenance upon this difappointment , for D.e ha<l 

expecled to behold her favourite in the fame ibte as 

\\ hen fhe lefc it. For a few moments fhe rcma~ned in 

ii.lent afl:oni01mcnt. Then going \, ith it in her hand 

to her fathe r, D1e exclaimed, O-n-l-y look here, papa! 

fee what a difmal uajly condition the poor fquirrel is in! 

V/ho can have been fo ill-natured as to put the(e mag­

gots in to eat it np ? I ar;1 Jure they could not get in 

by thcmfe1ves, for the lid Dtut quite clofe, and \\:,s 

tight down, and now when I opened it, there was not 

100m for a Jingle one to crawl through. You fi1:y 

1.:.Lde rn~nk~y, replied Mr, P,tcl-fo,:d1 rz.vho c- an ) en 
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foppofe would have troubled themfelves to dig ~p the 

Squirrel for the fake of putting in mags;;ots ? But d.:> 
not you know that alt dead bodies turn to putrefac­
tion, and breed thofe kind of infects \\ hich devour 
them, notwith!l:anding they are 1hut up ever fo 
cJofely? No! I did not kno"':' that, faid Kitt;·. I 
thought when it was put into this nice clean thing, 
nothing could come to it, or [ poi led it. Pough ! how 
it fiinks. Indeed, my dear, it does, refumed l'v!r. 
Rotchford, you called it juft now your fweet creature; but 
nothing fore1y was ever more mif-called in this world. 
Do throw it away, for it fmells enough to make on-e 
lick! 0 ! dear, I am.fa forry, faid Kitty, in a mourn fol 
tone of voice, I am quite difappointed; but l think 
there is no occafion, now it is in this condition, to put 
it into the mug, for it cannot be worfe than it is, fo it 
may as well go into the ground naked. Then holding 
the tureen topfy-turvy, at arm's length, fhe foook it 

·into the hole from whence it was taken, telling Charle; 

to coyer it up again as fall: as he could, which he very 
good-humourediy did> faying, I ought to have enquired 
after the gentleman's "J.Jonns, and not the rheumatifm? 
for that was not his difordcr. 

And now, faid Kitty, turning to her p:ipa, pray Sir, 
,vhat muft be done with this tureen? l thiuk if my 
r,arnma fa".., it, fhe w0uld never chufe to eat fauce 
from ot..t of it any more, fo it might as well h:,.vc ihyed 
-v-,here it was. It will wafh ag:1in, faid Mr. Rotch.for4J 
fo carry it in doors and defi.re ic may be thorough:y 
,cleaned, Mif~ Kitty then ran to carry back bctt d \e 

t\.H C '\ 
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tur-een and the m11g; and 1:eturning to her fathel'~ 

expreffed her difappointment at finding her favorite in 
Io fad a condition. To think, faid fhe, that that could 

poffibiy be my dear little fquirr~l, who u{ed to look fo 

.cvtry pretty., and tis hair fo nice and fmooth ! Why he 

.did not look like the _/4.me creature ! I declare I fhould 

·not h::i_·ve known it to be my little jumper, let me have 

feen it where I would ; for you know, papa, it u{ed to 

be fo crm-y fmooth and clean .; could you ha\·e thought 

•it poj/ibie for it ·to alter fo,? 
If I had not known that all dead bodies do alter ·in 

th:lt manner, perhaps I might be as much forprifed at 
•it as you are, my de~1:. But I cannot fay J am in the 

icaft aflonif11ed at its appearance; for I really expected 

none other. And what, perhaps Kitty, you may never 

have thought, you yourfe.lf will undergo as great an 
alteration in a very few days after your death.. All this 

·bloom, my love, faid he ( patting her cheek) will then 

be entirely gone; nor will thofe eyes which now fparkie 

with health, then retain any of their prefent lufire. 

Your whole com plex ion too, my girl, and every feature, 

will be as much Eansformed from the appearance they 

,;zo-w h:ive, as is tl:e fquirrel from wh:i.t he ufed to be .. 

And the fame kind J f fl'l:ag.gots whicl1 you faw upon the 

fq~irre l, will one day feed upon ) 'O!t, upon me, and 

upon the greateft Ah:z s and prince.; that now tread the 

earth. And will fuch nafty fat looking maggots eat 
•me up too? enquired Harriot. Yes, indeed, faid Mr .. 

.l?.otclford, chucking her under the chin as he fpoke,, 

ttey will not pay refpect even to J01:r dead body; but 
.,,'.ill 
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will eat my little Harriot with as much reliih as if fhe· 
\\·as but a fquirrel. It is a very unpleafant thought~ 
rejoined 11faty, and very mortifying to human nature.­
I\.Iortifying to human prile it ur.<loubtedly is, replied 
·her father; for how ridiculous is it to be vain of thofe 
perfections which fo ffiortly will not only lofe all poi•ier 
to pleafe, but likewife become fo exceedingly difgujlh:g, 
th:i.c e.-en our fondefl: friends will not be able to endure 
us in their fight. This confideration, Ifl10uld think, 
wot1ld be fufficient to check the vanity of the rnoft 
retfect beauty upon earth: and \1.he.1 ilie looks in the 
glafs to forvey with plea:ure the attract.ions of her perfonJ­
if fhc would remember, that in a very fe\7 years, perhap.3 
tlt~l'J, all that beauty wi.ll be. enti;-ely Bed, and loathfim~ 
dtjormity take place; furely foe would .find D1e had 
but little reafon- to vahe herfelf upcn what would fo 
foon be gone, and reduce her to a level with tho1e file 
~fleerned ~he uglirjt of the \, l1olc creation. v,·hen­
oncc death hath robbed us of all th::it pleafing animc1P 
tion, \1.hich alone )iath po;1,er to delight the eye of 
beholders; when once we are hid in the grave, and 
t~e worms l1:1ve began to fe:111: upcr1 us, thm the great-

. efr beau~y, and the mo[l: deformed; the ftrongeft man, 
and the moftfeebk, will be all npon a le1el; nor (wtre 
v,e co open the gra\'es of tr ere in foch a fratc) f110uld 
\\C be able tO difro\er any <lit 'crcnce in their per o:-:s ; 
but the appeapnce cf all wonld be cqitally diiguiiing • 
How faohjh then ! how ab_krd ! it i., to value ourfehes 
11po11 wbn m ufl: fo very foon peri1h and turn to cor­
iujfiiiJ. Bllt 1bJ:., I· canr.ot foe, my Ma,J', why the 
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thought fhould be difpleafing to you. lf, indeed, 

your body were all you had to boafl: of; and death and 

corruption were the only fiate in which you were to 

remain ; then, you might well abhor the idea, of your 

prefent c:ctivity and comelinefs of perfon being fo foon 

extinguilhed. But thi5, my Io,·e, is far from being the 

cafe; our bodies you know, are but mere outjide cafis, 

or Jhel/; to our fouls, in which God h;;s placed them for 

a little time, that they may have an opportunity of dif­

playing their virtues, by cornpl)ing with all thofo 

duties the Almighty has appointed. And, if we are 

c!reful to obey God, and follO\.v his commandments, 

whilfl: we continue in this world; thcfe fouls, we are 

informed, D1all, \\hen our bodies drJp into the grave, 

be removed into a ftate of happi11ifs and glo,y; \\ here 

they !hall not, like our bodies decay, and be devoured 

by \Yorms, and turn to corruption; but fhall continue 

to enjoy perfect and uninterrupted happinefs through 

all eternity; that is for e'7.Jer, ne,·er more to ceafe. 

This then, my children, being the flate of the cafe, 

cur fouls, you fee, are what we fhould beflow our labour 

2nd conibnt c:ire t1pon~ to improve and render virtuous, 

that they may be admitted into the kingdom of Hea\·en. 

for though the foul of eYery perfon is immortal, and 

will never die; yet~ it is the fouls only of thofe who 

21 e rig hteous and vod in this world, that ihall be happy 

in the world to come. ,vhilil: the wicked (all thofe 

who have t:iken no care to render themfelves pleafing 

to God, by obferving his laws) !hall be turned into ldl, 

ih~! ~rcadf ..:l pl::.ce of unknO\\ n ton~~nts, ,vhere their 
mifrry 
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mifery !hall far exceed any pains we can now imagine. 
\\'hat ! be worfe than having an arm cut off J faid 
Hanict, Aye much, much worfe indeed ! replied Mr. 
Rotchford, much worfe than any pain or djf1:refs ever 
known on earth. Think then how ,.., orthy of all our 
c.re it is, to Jive fo, that we may not be in danger of 
ercr going to that place of torment. And, if at all times 
we lrri\·e to be good, by doing thofe things we know to 
be right, and arniding thole things we know to be wrong, 
then we: need not be afraid of any thing. God "ill be 
our friend; and though the worms may eat our bodies, 
which will hurt tis no more than they now do the 
fquirrel; our fou 1

, fh,.l1 be in peace, and ererlc.bng 
glory. Tcli n~;, then, my de~r 1'.lmy, wh~t caufe h,,rc 
\\e to dread ~he thought of thefe carcn.ffeJ of j!/h be­
coming food for inf'?cts, turning into corruption, or 
moulJering into duH? 

To be fore, Sir, replied Mmy, it does not, as you 
fay, much fignify :u:hat becomes cf our bodies \\lien 
deaL1, as they will not be fenfible of pai , nor know 
in how difrleafi11g a ihtc they appear. Befides Mr,ry, 
rl?joineJ Charlu, a5 people are not often buried in 
chiua t1.rrens, they arc fe!t1om dug up ?.g:1in to be looked 
at when half eaten; fo I would not have you diHrc/s 
yourfelf upon the thoughr, how you \\ill c;,pear to 
your neighbours, and the Mit1es of your acquain•~nre; 
for I d·,re fay, Ill)' li,tlc Pv.'fy (going to her and kifling 
her as he fpoke) will make as plcafing a mefs of worms 
and corruption, and look as jrctt)' as any burried and 
c:llo- uo-ag:{in ?vJjfs r:,f them all, P!haw ! Ch{lrlu, ,;, l 

how 
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how ridicL1lou!1y you talk! faid lllmy, turning her cheek 

from him. I \Vas really firious, and not at all intending 

to make a joke of fo important a fubjecl:. Take care 

that ;·ou never difcover greater weakne!s u pan any oc­

c, • .1on than I ciid, by faying it was not a pleafant 

thought, to be reduced to that.flthy, ./linking ~hte of' 

the fq uirrel. 

\Veil, my dear, faid Mr. Rotchford, I dare fay Cbm1c.r 

, did not intend to joke upon the ferious fubjects cf 

either death or immo1tality; nor enn at )Ott for expreiling 

that diflike, which our nature at firft thought ft-els at 

the idea of being degr:ided into fo orhous an appearance • 

.I have too good an opinion of him, to foppofe him 

capable of accing in fo wrong a manner, becaufe a 

truly good ;1.nd fenfible mind, will no more rn.1ke jokes 

upon death, than it will fear it. Thofe per fens who 

are gre:i.tly alarmed at the apprehenf10n of death, proYe 

that they are either confcious of not havir.g behaved as 

they ought to have done, or elfe, that they are of a 

c:.wak and co-,;.,•ard!y difp~•fition of minJ. Rut tho(e 

,vho lai!gh at dec1th, and pretend to di_,i?gard its confo. 

qurnccs; clifcover fuch an imp.'r;tu audacity, chat every . 

m;;n c,f q_;;;•t:1e or fenfi would !:>it1.f1i to he thought gtiilty 

of. If ever I Lear perfons laugling at the folemnity 

of Jeath, or wifhing themfdves dw,! npon eH'ry trivial, 

v~x~:~ion, I 21-·.vays look upcn it as an infallible fign, 

that they h:n e never rc,"1ccled !l pon it in a proper 

manner, nor con11clcrcd that the' 11.roke of de,.th is to 

introduce them to the prcfence of th<>ir .rJ/migh!j• ']!!dge, 

whofo fcntencc will co1Jfign them to everla1li:1g hap-

- pinefs,, 
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pinefs or mifery: an event by far too important to 
pretend to trij!e, and be indifferent about: be a1Tured, 
that nothing but the confcioufnefs of having always 
endeavo1 red to pleafe God, can give a perfon any jujl 
grounds for courage at the approach of death; and 
that it is v:hich will enable us to encounter iE without 
fear, and to Jay down in the grave with the fame calm 
compofure, as \\ e recline ourfeJves on our beds tb take 'our night's repofe .. 

Then pray, Sir, faid Charles, do you fo ppofe J\,fr. 
J:.fifo wo11ld have more d; :'.:!jk.e to dying than he fays 
he fho ulci ? for you know, he very often declares, he 
wifhes he was dead : and the Iaft time he was here~ if you remember, he faid, he had as lief die as take a 
pinch of fnuff; and mnch ratber than be obliged to 
wear his hair drefied, for he fhould look upon that as 
a daily mifery; but dying ,vould foon be over. Yes! 
1 remember he talked in a flrange abfor<l manner, 
replied r .. 1r. Rotchford, which by no mean increafed 
my opinion either of his good morals or his under.ftand .. 
ing ; for hy his converfation · upon that fuhjccl:, I could 

·not but conclude, that he was rather defecl:ive in both; 
fince no '7..vi.fe man, I am fore, would have permitted 
his tongue to run on irr fuch a ridiculous 1hain; and 
110 good man, I fhou!d think, could fuppofe that wear. 
ing his hair dre1fed, was either a m[/ery, or of much 
importance; fo that to confefs the truth Charles, judg. 
ing by Mr. ~Milo's converfation, I do not confider him 
as a very refpecl:able characl:er. And as for his boall:­
ing perpetually of not fearing duab, and cwijhing to die, Vo_, lI. D 2nd 
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and being willing to give his life to refcue Mifs Plumb's 

lap-dogs, and fuch fort of chat; it is all downright 

nonfln/e, no more worthy of attention than the chatter 

of a magpie, or a parrot; nor will it ever lead a perfon 

of any difcernment, to believe him in the leafl: better 

prepared for death, than thofe, who do not make fuc.h 

a continual vaunting on the fubjecl:. 

l\ilr. '.Thefior, in my opinion~ difcovers much more 

magnanimity of foul in his conducl:, though you 

never hear him talking in that light manner upon 

ferious fu bjeets ; nor does he on the other hand bcn ay 

any figns of fear at the apprehenfion of death; and, to 

all appearance, he has fcveral times been much nearer 

to it than Mr. Milo. In how generous a manner did 

h; hazard his life that night when the two hotifes we;e 

burned down at B elford. Pray how, papa? enquired 

Mifs Kitty, I do not remember any thing about it! I 

perfcB.ly well recolleft the fire; but \\.h at did Mr. 

'Ihejlor do? The fire, returned Mr. Rotchford, had 

been burning a confiderable time before it \Vas dif­

covered , and when, at length, the families were alarm­

ed, it was with the greatc.fl: difficulty that any of 

them efcaped: at I\1r. Bright's, two children who 

wue lodging there for the benefit of the air, \\ere left 

up flairs by themfelves (their maid h,.ving made her 

cfcape without them ;) and would undoubtedly have 

_perii1ie<l in the flames, had not Mr. Thejlor, who was 

there ailiiling the unhappy fufferers, happened to hear 

them cry ; and enquiring, If any perfon was Hill left 

in the houfe ? he \\ '1S infvrmed., that there were tv., o 
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.children in bed upfi:airs; but, added the perfon 'h·ho was talking to him, it is impoffible to fave them, the ftairs being already in flames; and the front of the room in v.-hich they are, is on fire, fo that no ladder can be placed againfl: it; their maid is come dow1t without them, and they, poor things, muft be loft :But not without fome attempt to fave them, replied Mr. 'lhejlor, fo rufhing through the finoke and flames, he ran to their appartment,. guided to it by the: {ound of their fcreams. When he got there, the fmoke was fo thick he could not clireclly difcover them, and the fire raged in fome part with foch violence, t ha~ even then he thought he mufl: return without them, or. if he continued a moment longer periih with them~ Yet, though he was in fuch imminent danger, he re­folved to make another att~m pt to crofs to that part of the room, where, from their cries he fuppofe<l the_'f were, and, if poffible, preferve their lives. This, he with the utmo/1 difficulty effecl:ed; and taking one i1t i. f:'ach of his arms, returned again to the flairs, w),ich. were then fo much burnt, that on his fl:epping upon one of them it fei! in, and down he and the two chil­dren plunged into the midfi: of flames -and rubbi{!. f: Happily, however, he was not fo hurt, but that he immediately recovered himfelf and got up; and agair~ ,: taking the children (one of whom had dropped fro m ;1 him in his fall,) he paffed as qllick- :1s po!T:b!e throu1,l

1 ,: the .fire, and once more found 11in1fe]f in fofel}, eft though not without being very much burnt in fo,·e.r-al iO places; nor had he 1 ft the houfe t:,vo minutes, ht>. 
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fore it all fell down together, fo that had he then been 

in it, he mufr have been crufhed· to pieces. 

Pray, papa, enqui1ed Harriot, were the children boys 

or girls? and how big were they? One of them was 

2. boy about four years old, replied Mr. Rotchford, and 

:the other a girl of eleven months► But I \\>as going 

10 obferve, Charles, that foch behaviour was a much 

more convincing proof of toe courage, and being above­

the fear of death, than all I\Ir. Milo's nonfenfical chatter­

'.>lpon the fubjeB:. And the quiet, refigned manner in 

v.hich :tvlr. Cf"hi_[lor has fince fupported a rnoft painful 

~nd dangerous illnefs, is an .undoubted :Ggn th:it he 

confiders death in its true and proper l;ght; as c:n. 

event of the utmoft imforta1:ce to man, by putting a 

tot;;.l Hop to his prefi;nt ila~e of life, and introducing him 

to immortalit)': an immortality cf l·appi1:efs and glcr)', if 

he has lead a Yirtuous and a hoiy life. Ti-.erefore, confi­

dent in his own intc gri:)', I,1r. ThcJ!r,r (tn.:!1i.ng to t!1e 

mercy and goodnefs of God,) has no aule to be afraid 

to die, tho. gh he kno•.vs it to be an event far too 

importr.,.t to ue ma-ie a fobje.:: of la!.!ghter, or furr.iih 

wittici.fms f0r common con\'erfo. i n. Bm come, my, 

dears, le: us go in cocrs, it is almoa time that you 

{hou]d go to bed: befi.!.e~, I am afrai , I .!?.all tire 

yon ,,.i.~ my 1,,iou" cifro~irfe, anG this eveni:ig I nnd 

rr.yfelf fa Lt:ie ~ifpofcd for any oc!ler, that I be;ie e I 

had better lee.Ye . vu, for I 1nouid ve ferry to render my 

co1werfation te iot:;, er ,:ifagreeab:e co you. 

Indeed, Sir, \\e ,,renot<-1.t ail ·t! re of ,,hat yo fav, 

e:x.claimeJ C har!~J ; at le aft 1 can anfo•er for ! , :frif. 
And 
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And fo can I, faid Sophia: and I too, faid Ma,-y. And fo 
can I too, I am fore, faid Kitry; for I am quite in a grave 
mood ; the difappointment I received, by feeing my 
dear fquirrel in that nafty condition, when I expected. 
that he would look as well as when we buried him: and 
tht>n the thoughts of poor George's arm being cut off, 
which I am fore is a very fad thing, make me altoge­
ther feel quite grave, and I do not wifh at all to go to 
play, but like very much to hear you talk about being 
good, and dying, and thofe fort of things. Do not 
you, Ha1-riot? Yes, replied Haniot, gaping, 1 like it 
very well; but I am fo ileepy, that I think, as my papa 
fays, it is a!moft time to go to bed. So I wi.11 go to 
.Bett_;•, and cefre her to undrefs me. Good night, 
papa! I am not at all tired of hearing you talk gra-ve. 
May I go into George's room and wiih my mamma good 
night? No! no l my love, replied .her father, you 
rn1..fc not do that; give me a kifs for her, and I will 

-<:arry to her your good wifhes.. And tell Georg-t I wifh 
him a good night too, rejoined Harriot, and hope he 
will not have any more arms cut off to-morrow. Good 
night, Kitty! good night Charles! Sophia, lvlarJ', and 
all of you ! And fo faying, {he walked in doors. 
whilher all the refi: of the party foon followed. 

Mr. Rotchford, after win1ing them all a good night. 
went into George's room; and found him more eafy and 
compofed than could poilibly have been expecled after 
fo fcvere <1,n operation. He alfo pafied a tolerably quiet 
night, and !lept more than he had done for fame pre~ 
ceding ones. His forgeons, "- hen they faw him in tp" 
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morning, congratulated his parents upon his being in 
fo good a way, declaring that he appeared in every 
refpecl:, as well as the nature of the cafe could po!Iibly 

admit of. But it would be tedious to relate particular­

ly each day's gradual ame~dment; it is fofficient to 
fay, that he improved daily, and in as iliort a time as 

could be foppofed, was able to go about again and 

join in the diverfions of his brother and fillers. 

But here I mufl: not pafs by unnoticed, the uncom­

mon attention which they all paid to I1im, and the 

care and tendernefs which they difcovered, to prevent 
lits meeting with any frefh accident. Mr. Soft had 
cautioned him to be very careful not to faJl, or heed .. 

lefsly run againfl: any thing, as a blow upon the re .. 
maining part of his arm, might be attended with very 

bad rnnfequences. His brother and fifl:ers were alfo 
told this, and defired to take care upon no account to 
l'Un againfl: him, or let him fall into any danger whilfi 
at play. They promifed to be very obfervant of this 

order, and indeed they amply fulfilled their word; for, 
fo for from carelefs1y endangering him, they never 

permitted him to walk by himfelf; but either Sophia, 

Mary, or Charles, coni1antly held him by his hand, 
and refufed joining any fport in which it would be im• 
Jlroper for him to engage • 

.i11ary, who, notwithfiandrng a11 her mother had faid 
to endeavour to comfort her, !till confrdering herfelf as 
the caufe of his misfortune, was peculiarly attentive to 
all hi1 inclinations and wants, and fpent the whole of 
:her time that could be fpared from her . own daily im-

provements» 
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provernents, in cutting out cards, painting, reading to 

him, telling him fl:orjes, and ufing every method {he 
could devife, to amufe and entertain him. Her 

money, alfo, ihe laid out to purchafe toys for him; 

and in fuort, her whole purfuit appeared to be to 

exprefs her affection towards him, and her concern 

for the part !he had acted, in pulling up the coach. 
glafs at the time he wanted it to be down. 

It is a pity that a good motive fhould ever be at­
tended with evil ; but unlefs people are careful to let 

prudence direct their atlions, it will frequently be found 
to be the cafe. And poor Mary was an infrance, hov., 
much an exceilive zeal for what is really right, may 

betray us into error and fin, unlefs we at the fame time 

are careful to govern our own paffions by the firicteft 
laws of moderation and reafon. 

One day, foon after George was getting about, they 

bad a large party of young folk to play with them. 
Gtorge earnefl:ly requeited to join them, which his 
mamma at firfr refufed, being fearful he might by 
fome mean or other be hurt. But upon ~Mary's pro­
mifing to take care of him, and not leave him for a 

moment, .fhe at length confented ; and he, greatly 

delighted, went into 1.he room where they were all 
affembled. He wi!hed much to make one at their 

fports, and join in whatever game they were engaged; 

but his fifl:er would not fuffer him to run into any 
danger, and very kindly forbore entering into any 

herfeif, that fhe might guard, and attend him. 

Much was !he folicited by all her co111panions to join 
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(]"'he Ro Tc HF o RD s ; or, 

them; but fhe refofed all their invitations, faying, /'he 
could not p0,'fibly leave her brother. ·1 hen !et yonr 
brother come too faid one! Th?.t !:f. Jmji no~, !he 
replied, left he foonld be hurt. Then let. him fit 
and look at us. But pray you co · ,· Lid ano,½cr. 
W11ilft. a third exclaimed, I ne\'cr faw any thing fo 
:ridiculous in all my life! .-'ill cur parry is to be (_,oiled 
for the fake of tha': Iitde &1'at I furn him out of Lhe· 
room, and Jet 11im go to his nwp, fince he wan ts fo 
much care, and muft be watched like a mrufe ! No, 
jndeed, I fhall not turn him out of the room, n·plied 
1+1ary. You need not mind me! forpofe J was not here, 
you could all play without me; and fo 11uz,fe 6e ,c--,.:~ 
] am nobody, and r dare to fay, you will be abie to tind 
fome game that will do j uft as wel! without me as with 
me. But fhould not you li/.:e to come? enquired one. 
Yes, cvay much, rerlied fl,e, and fo wouL poor Gecrge 
too, but he can not; ~nd as he likes to fee you play, I 
foall not make him go away, I promife you. So c=,s I 
faid before, ;,ray do not mind us; fancy we are o~ly 
two jJjls or pidm·es, and go on wi ½ yout play. 

"\V cil, if you will not play, replied the other, you m nft 
let it alone, I think; but I am fore it is Yery ridiculous 
that that chi/a' is to prevent your coming amongft us ! 
At that ra:e, you might as well have had your 07.t'JZ 

arms, or legs chopped off, if you may make !10 ufe of 
them, becaufe he cannot ufe his. They then returned 
to their divcrfions for fome little time; but fo often 
interrupted themfelves to dcba,e the matter, whether 
foe ought, or ollght not to join the:i, tlut at lafl: 

Sopbif& 
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Sapbia and Charles perfuaded George to go into the 
other room, where likewife, Jvl.ary promifed to· accom­
pany hjm, .and make him a nice card coach, if he wo,1l<l; 
he con tented and not.want to return. 

After they had for a good while been bufy ir. this 
..employment, (Georg..e veJy well entertained, watching 
the progrefs of his coach, and llilary, kindly contented in 
.amufing him) one of the children from the other 
parlour, 'Jack Biggs by na:0e, a boy about ten years 
old, came running in to hide himfelf; and crnwling 
,under the table hy which they were fitt: :i~·, whi.fkcd 
.dO\vn mar,y of the cards, pins, and little pieces of ihck 
they were ufing. 0 dear! on;ly fee what y<1 ~ have 
done, Jack.' exclaimed Geot·ge; I wiili you wou ,l keep 
away ! _I wiili fo too indeed, faid Ma,y, for . yc,u h~1ve· 
done us a great deal of niifchief! Pray come out, for 
fame of the cards are under you. I cannot help that;, 
replied he; I lhall iitfiiug here, and they will not fee 
.p1e when they come to look for me; there is a whole 
pack of hounds after rr:e, and they will all come in 
prefently. I hope n.ot, refomed Mary, fa do go and 
look for fome other hiding-place, there is a good boy; 
for you fad!y interrupt my bufincfs; I ca:! not go on 
with my coach-building whil_fl you fit there. 

Pray lliifi, faid he, how do I interrupt ) 'Ottr lad_yjhip? 
V/hat Larm do I do you? Why, replied lvlary, you 
ha,·e thrown down all my treafures, c:nd you fit upon 
the card I had marked to cut tLe wheels out of; and 
that !tick you are now fn appi.,g is my axletree; in nrnrt, 
you are very troublcfome, and Ger,rgc and l ,vere much 

better 
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better without)'OU. Hang George, and you too-, replied 
he in an angry voice, what an abominable racket you 
Jnake about your trumpery. I fhould not have thought 
of girls talking about axletrees, when they do not know 
the difference between an axletree and a linchpin. But, 
perhaps, girls may not be quite fo ignorant as yon fop­
pofe, rejoined ~Mary: not that I will con tend for my 
ik.ill in coach-building. You, Sir, may employ fome 
other maker, if you ple:i.fe, when you fet up your car­
riage; but as this little gentleman has befpoke one of 
me, do give me leave to finifh it ; and fo pray do not 
break any more of thofe fiicks, and give me the card 
you fit upon. 0 ! here it is! cried George, fiooping 
down to pick it from under the flap of Jack's coat: 
here it is! I fee it peeping its little nofe out. But 
you have not got it yet, Sir! faid Jack, nor Jhall have 
ic either, I promife you; and giving him a pufh at 
the fame time, threw him down, and he fell on his 
right fide. He immediately frreamed out that his 
arm was h llrt: to which the other bru tiDdy replied, 
r.That 1 am fore muft be a lie; for on the fide you fell 
you had none. 

Poor lvlary jumped up frightened almofl: out of her 
fenfes, and in the height of her refcntment, gave Jack 
Biggs a very fevere b0x on the ear; which he difdaining 
to accept from the hand of a lady, returned it immedi­
ately with interefl-. Mary, who had no inclination to 
enter into combat; without paying any regard to tlie 
bJow fhe had received, went direaly to her brother's 
nffiflancc, who crying exceedingly, complained much 

of 
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of his arm being hurt; fhe, therefore, very prudently 

was going to lead him to his mamma; but Jack Bigg1, 
fearful of receiving blame for the part he had acled, 
placed himfelf before the door, and declared they 

ihonld not pafs by him. Do not, faid Mary, in a 
pofitive tone of voice, pretend to talk in that ridiculous 

manner, for I am determined I will go. Ho! ho! <tui!J 
you fo Mi(~, refumed he, I wonder how you will 

manage it, for I fay you foa!l not. But, I fay, 1 °wil!, 
replied fhe, I am rifolved I will ! and you fhall not keep 

me! So let us come by direaly, or- Or •what? 
pray, madam, enquired he·; what is your threat to be, 
jf you fpeak out? V\'ill you cry if I do not let you go 

by, like your brother Georgey there? No! but I will 
make you cry, faid fhe, if you do not let us out~ I 
wonder you are not afhamed of yourfelf to behave fa 
cruelly to this poor little fellow. How fhou1d you like, 

if you· had met with the fame misfortune to be thrown 
down upon fo fore a place, and then prevented from 

getting relief? How fhouldyou like it, I fay? I really 

cannot fay how I f110uld like it, replied he, in an in­
folting tone of voice, I never had an y Jlumps to fall 

upon; when I have, I will inform you; but at prefent, I 
cannot tell how folk find themfelves affefted upon foch 
occafions. How is it Georg)', ha? faid he, taking hold 

of his right fhoulder, ~nd moving it backwards and 
forwards in a very rough manner; how is it I fay? 
how does fl11111py feel? how does it do? does one half 

of it keep alive like a worm after the other end is 
cut off f 
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, lvlar)', exafperated by this 6-:::haviour to her brother, 
~eyond all patience, forgetfol of the meeknefa becom­
ing a youn.F lacy 's h,.,haviour, ran to him, and with 
her i.:tmof.l: violence, gav-e him a blow upon the hand 
with which he heU her brother's arm, that immedi­
ately oL;igd him to quit it; and turning towards her~ 
~1e refented the attack with not Jefs violence than 
fhe be;an it. Poo:r Afary, who had never lifted har 
11.•nd again[r any one, unle[s it was her doll, though 
fomewhac older and taller than her antagonill:; yet you 
may eafily foppofe, was but an unequal match again fl: 
a r.ude fcl-100: boy, whofe difpofition appeared not to be 
one of the moil placable 2nd forgiving. However, {he 
rcfollltely maint:iined the combat, rill Gecrge, wLo 
made l1is efrape when he found the door unguarded, 
told hi:; hiflory to Charlu, and fent him in, attended 
by half a dozen of his playmates, to her affiHance, 
amongfl: whom were the three 'Tj,fo1u. 

Jee entered the room firfl-, and flopping .fuort, lifted 
up his h .n<ls tind eyes wich an air of all:onifl1ment, ex .. 
claimiri:.,, ·well! if ever I beheld the like to this 0 

in all my life! "\Va,k in, gentlemen and l.idies, and 
fee (immitati .. :g the voice and manner of thofe who 
ilanJ at tl,e coor to invite paffen_;ers to fee wjld 
be ., fls at a fair) ,,rnlk in ! -:.,..;afk in ! and fee the 
.firangefi- fight you ever beheld in your Jives! Here, 
gen demen and ladies, you may fee a combat carried 
on with great fpirit, between t\c.'O furicus animal s ! 
Charles Rotchford pu l11i:1g by, and going up to J (;ck 
,P,zgs, took hold of his hands, and rcfrut.d bis fifier, 
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whilft all voices were loud in their cenfures upon his 
€ocr.,uardice for fighting with a girl. 

What upon earth then wonld you have me do? 
enquired Jack. If you wou}d not fight with a girl, 
would you Hand like a tame fool to be heat by one? 
and I dedare ihe began the ,,·tack, ::ind gave me the 
£rfc blow : and any girl in the kingdom that does 
that, ihall .find I underf!:and boxing as \vell as fhe does; 
fo gentlemen, I difclaim )Our charge of a;,wardice for 
fighting with a girl; or rather with a t)'gre/s you {hould 
fay, or a mt:d cat, for l11e cla,,::, and fc.:atches w0rfe than 
a fo1y. Howeyeryou rn.:~· c1c.u rourfelf from the im­
putation of co,-wardice, in fighti:1g with me, fai<l Jt.1a,y, 
in a refolute toi-:e, how will you jufofy yourfelf for 
throwing do·wn, in_fu!ting, and httrting a poor little de­
fcncelefs boy, with only 011e arm, and then not per:11itting 
him to get any affiHance ? How will you jufhfy your­
fclf for not luting us go out of the room, after you had 
L,rt 11im? Ai 1 it was neceffary fome thing fhould be 
put to his arm to .1 ~? \'e,1t its growing wo:fe; and this js 
what you know you have dor.e ! I did not throw him 
c0wn for the purpofi, faid he. You did .1 replied li1ary. 
:But whether you did or not, it was on purpife that you 
would not let us pars by, and go out at the door. 
And on purpofe you fhook about his arm, infidtingly 
calling it his jlump;· ! And if fuch behaviour is no t 
dajla:-Jfy and co-wardly to the height, I do not know 
what is; but I hm-e always heard that ungenerous and 
crud dif pofaions are no better than poltroons. · 
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Nobly faid, upon my honor! (exclaimed Jamu 
Ty/011, a!! n,e paired by him in going out of the room the 
moment {he ceafed fpeaking;) and I do think that 
you deferve, J"ack Biggr, to be toffed in a blanket. Or 
rather, added Charle.; Rotchford, to he foufed in the 
common fewer ! I think fo too, faid Joe '(yfan; but 
forely, Charles, you do not intend to let him come off 

fa, do you? Jf you do, I am fore you are as great a 
coward as he is. What, do you think I would let him 
infult a fi!l:er of mine, and a little one-armed brother 
at that rate, and not fight him for it ? I do not know 
what you might do, replied Charles, but / ihall net 
fight with him, I promife you. I look upon him too 
much heneath my notice; and by hurting a little child., 
and fighting \Vith a girl, he has fufficiently {hewn 
what opinion he has of his own prowefs. For me there­
.fore to engage with him, would be like his fighting 
with my fiiter, upon very unequal terms indeed; 
.;i.nd I ihould be afl1amed of myfdf, was I to be pro .. 
voked to do it. I am fore you may be ailiamcd of 
yolirfelf not to do it, replied Joe, and I have a great 
niind to do it for you ; I hate he {hould get off fo. 

I am furprifedyou !hould be fo angry, too Joe, faid his 
brother James, confid e1ing that he has been fighti11g, 
no matter with whom, or for '1.ubat, fince the mere act of 
fighting feems all you ever regard; without in the leaf!: 
conG<lering upon \\ hat caufe it is groundeJ, and 
whether you engage in a good or bad. one. I Jo not 
know what you may call a g10d one, replied J re; but 
l ilio1;tld think~ if any body i.µfolte .1 my tfter, he de. 
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ferved to be thrafhed ; and if T had a little lop-fided 
brother with one half of him frolen away, I Ihould 
think any body who hurt the remaindir, gave me very 
fufficien t provocation to break every bone in his fain if 
I could; but you and Charles Rotchford are fo r-wonder­
ful wife, you never find any matter of importance 
enough to fight about; the real truth, I believe, is, 
that you are both cowards, and afraid of getting a 
black eye. 

Not I indeed ! faid Char/es, I fhould not care for hav­
ing a dozen black eyes upon any occafion that was worth 
it, or where I could do any good: and if it will afford 
you any fatisfaEtion, you may give me one now, if you 
plcafe, I will fiand Hill to receive it, and convinc~ 
you that I am not at all afraid of a blow, be it as 
hard as it will ; though l do ·not intend jighti?tg with 
this Biggs, who is in my opinion, unworthy being per­
mitted to fight on a level with me, after having chafe 
to engage with a girl, and an infant, \Veil then, if 
you are determined to do nothing, faid Joe YJfan, do 
let us go to play again, for it is but poor fport to !land 
il:ill and debate. I hate W!JrdI, :is much as I 1:kc 
aflion, fo come along, I fay! Do let us fet about fome­
thing better th<1n this. With all my heart, replied 
Charles, bnt fir11 let us expel thi~ gentlennn, for he is 
a di.Jg race to all who converfe \\ ith him : and fo, if you 
plcafe, Mr. Biggs, you rn:iy march home, for I declare 
you fh::tll not Hay here! I \.\ ill conduct yo11 to the door, 
Sir! He fo good as to Welk this way! \Vhich Ja ck Biggs 
1efu!ing, he put his hanJs upo11_ his ihoulders, anl 
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puil1ed J,1ck- before him to the houfe door, and flrntti'ng 

it againft him exclain ,ed, Go along you mean .fpiritcd' 

dajlard!y cur, and ]earn more humanity before you 

prefume to enter this houfe again! 

Then Charles rtrurned to his other companions, and 

they all paired the rcft of the day very amicably and 

agreeably. In the mean time, IA.ifs _Mary and Jittle 

Ger;rge weu~ up flairs to their mamma, who, after liav• 

ii1g examined the bruife upon Gt'Crge's arm, cxprefied 

-her afconiih;nent 2.t feeing Mary in fo difhcvelled a, 

condition. Jda,y endeavoured to juflify herfelf by 

urging, that it w,,s in her brother's defence ihe en gaged 

in fighting, faicl Die could 11ot bear to fee him infulted, 

and ufed in fo ungenerous a r.::ianner, and, adJei:l 

·ra ther warmly, I will fight again, whoever dares todo 

fo, \\'.hen I am wich him, that I wilt 
Hufh, my dear, fa,d her mamma, do not talk in th.;t 

manner, I beg of yo u. I do not at all wonder that yol! 

were df~nded by the brutal co.ndua of Mafier Biggs; 

but you let your .zeal for your brother tranfport you 

rat he, too far, when you exprefs yourfclf in that \\ ~mn 

trnguarded lhain. Confider, my love, what you fay L 

confider your own charafler _! and remember, that 

though greatly offended, a young lady is not to foffer 

he1 {elf to be provoked to blows. For bo_p to quarrel 

and fight, is bad enough; but for girls to act with fuch 

·violence, is quite ihocking indetd. Nothirrg can be 

faid to juftify one girl's fighting wjth another, but to 

engage with a boy is not onlywronr, but alfo ridicu­

lous; as they can always conquer) being much .!hanger 
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and expert at that exercife. But, Madam, rejoined lrfary, what would you wilh me to have done? Ought I, when I was flaying with George on pnrpofe to take 
care of him, to fee him hurt, and infulted for his mif .. fortune, without trying to defend him l I only 

wanted to get him out of the room; and if Mafi:er Biggs would have let us p.ifs himj 1 am fore 1 had no 
inclination to fight: but indeed, mamma, I could not endure to fee the poor little boy's- arm fo roughly /hook, after having hurt it with the fall; and, befides that, inhumanly fneered at, without ufing fome me­

thqds to make him leave off: and when he began to attack me, I knew it would give Gtorge an opportunity of making his efcape, and I would fooner be /;attered to pieces than fee him ufed fo. 
Your motive, my dear girl, replied Mrs, Rotchford~ was a good one, and I highly commend your love to .. wards your brother, whofe misfortunes indeed dai;n compafiio11 from every body, but in a peculiar mannef 

call for tendernefs and care from his brothers and 
fillers. I do not, therefore, my love, blame you for your deftre of affi!ling George, or defending him from every infolt; but for the method yon took to do fo. Had you been in an uninhabited place, with rro one near to affifl: you.1 you then might .have been excufed for engaging Big-gs yourfelf, whilfi: your brother made 

his efcape. But fituated as you were, what but being too much tranfported with anger coul<l induce you to attempt fighting, when you might have procured heip in a much ihorter time by on 1 y pulling the bell; and Vot, JI. F, if 
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if Jack was 11:an<ling at the door to prevent your paffin 5 

him, he could not at the fame time hinder your doing 

that. That to be fure is very true, faid 11lary, but I 

never thought of it any more than if the bell had not 

been there. 1 was fo exceedingly vexed and provoked, 

· I fcarce knew what I did. Cf'hat, replied I\/Irs . Rotclj:,rd, 

is the very point I was fpeaking about; and I wil:ied to 

fhew you the impropriety of fuffering yourfelf to l::,e fo 

overcome by ref en tmen t, as to lofe the power of recol­

lecting what is the proper method for you to beha,·e 

in, and how you m:iy beft acl to procure what )'(Jll 

defire to obtain. Thus, in en.ry infrancc through lite, 

thofe people ,vho will not attend to the calm voice of 

reafon, will always by their own peculcnce defeat the 

very end they want to accompli!11; and in llcad of 

punifhing their adverfarics, only cxpofe themfdvcs to 

contempt and fname. 
No one, my dear J.lmy) fhould ever fo.ffer thernfelves 

to be put in a ppfficn upon any account ,i,,hatever. 

Nat to feel ourfelves difpleafed, and angry fometirr:es 

with the ill behaviour of others, is _i11.JrjjiMe: but .,,e 

fhoul<l be always ca;eful to keep fo~h a llrift wa,ch 

over our tempers, as ncYer to permit o~rfelves to (1y 

or do things without confidcring the confeq ucncr ., , 

merely bec;i.ufe we are pro'Voked. AccJ!lom yourfeif 

therefore, my love, upon all occafions to maintain the 

command of your own p::tffions ; for if )OU cannot re­

gulate them, how ridiculous is it to expect to hin r,ny 

influence over others! lf you cannot govern )Our 

07.•.?1 temper, how c .. n you hope to djrca th~t of 
another? 
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• another r 1f ycu found yourfelf fo exceedingly "Vexed 
:md pro-volad, that you could not recollect there was a 
bell which you might ring for ailill:ance, can you be 
forprifed that Jad Biggs did not flop to confider the 
impropriety of lis behaviour to your brother r Or, if 

you fo far forg.ot the gentlenefs neceifary to the charac­
ter of a young lady, as to flrike him, can you wonder 
that be fhould return your blow with violence, or put you into that tattered, difhevelled co~dition, in which 

you now appear? Th us, you fee, you have made 
yourfelf partaker of his cri1r.e, ini1ead of preferving 
that perfect innocence upon the occafion, which you 
might and c11:;ht to have done. And fo it will always Le \\ ith thofe \\ ho fuffer tbemfel ves to be provoked 
beyond the bounds cf right and rufrm. IIov.ever good 
the cazf}e may be~ in which they engage; fiilJ, if they 
purfue it with heat of temper, and poffi.n; they -wiU 
certainly bring themfelves into difgrace, and when 
they come to re fle-':1 on \\ h.:tt has pa!1-, feel both ajhamed 
~nJ Jorry for the part they have acted. Nor will th.at 
be all; fur com me nly tl1e mifibiif done in a paifion.., 
does not all fubtiJe with the fu7 w:iich occafioneJ it; 
but its fat.:tl con(~quences m ... y L,J long after the 
p:ir~· es are both re!L red to caJmnefs and rcpcnt:rnce 
for the folly they before difrove1ccl. Thuc, in the 
tr.::ifaction that hQs hJppene-ci co day, though your 
b.,:tle :s now onr, , et rhe I lfc.l.I are far from beino· fo. • ..., b Yo..i not 011.'y interrupted tne }>:e,tfure anJ harmon; cf 
all the party wLo were affemL:d to pafo the da:1 in 
cheerful an 1.1frment; buc h,.vc Cuu:eJ a quarrei cc-

E z tween. 
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tween your brother and Biggs: and who can pretend 

to fay how foon they may be reconciled, or whether 

liis father and mother may not take part with him, 

:and blame your papa and me for foffering him to be 

ufed fo rough] y in our houfe. Only, likewife, take a 

Yiew of your own drefs, though I do not mean to fay 

your cl at hes are of any rvery great importance, yet the 

tattered condition in which they now are, may ferve to 

convince you, that the ,jfeEts of ungoverned anger may 

continue longer than the anger itfelf, as they are torn 

2nd fpoiled in fuch a manner, ~s to be no more fit for 

JOU to wear. And fo, frequently, moll material mif­

chiefs, and the ruin fometimes of whole families, pro­

ceed from words and deeds, fpoken and done in a 

paffion. 
V✓hen people, through illnefs of body are fo unhap-

py as to lofe their rec!fon, and therefore not know how 

to govern themfelves; they are always put into con­

iinement, and have proper people fet oyer thc:m to 

watch and atte nd them, that they may neither do 

nar.r;i to themfelves or others: and thofe perfons, who, 

through the impetuofity of their tempers, refufe to be 

gorJfrJUd by rea/on, are in fact, for the time their paf­

fion lafis, as mad as the others, and as little regard 

·what is right and fit to he done: only there is this 

difference between them ; thofe who have really loft 

their fenfes cannot help it, b11 t are very much to be 

pi~ied , and dcfen"e not blame for any rafh act they may 

.::ommit; whereas thofe, who, through their pa/­

J~1:, delhoy their Fca:On, might help it if they would ; 

6 
and 
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and therefore are accountable for all the evil and mif­
chief they do: nor will it be any excufe to fay, I wa"' 
in a paj/ion; for one fin can in no degree take away the 
evil from another. 

Mr. LJ1cao11 (who you know was hanged about two 
months ago for killing his grandfon) endeavoured to 
juftify himfelf by this argument, and pleaded, that 
when he thraf11ed him he WcPS in ji1Cb a pa.flion that he 
did not confider what he was about; but had no inten­
tion of killing him. Mofi likely he might not, but 
then he ought to have governed his own temper in & 

better manner; and not becanfe he was difpieafed, per­
mit his anger to get to foch a height, as to deprive him 
of the ufe of his reafon ! What can poffibly excufe any 
one for behaving info fad a way? Suppofe, that being 
in a paffion could excufe a perfon, which it cannot, 
for murderinr another; frill, wh.at excufe cottld be made 
for the paffion itfilf, which is a very great and forbid. 
den fin? Guard againft it, therefore, my love, with 
the greateft precaution, and on no account ever permit 
yourfclf to be fo difcompofed, as not to know or attend 
to what you fay and do. 1f ever you find yourfelf be­
ginning to be warm, inftantly re!lrain both your 
q1.:ords and afiiom, till you have given yourfelf time to 
reflect an what ought to be done, and how you can be.ft. 
aa agreeable to the laws of God, and that recifon h~ 
hath lent you. 

Had Mr. LJ•caon obferved this one rule ; and ,,., l1er, 
firft he felt himfolf provoked by the behaviour of hit'· 
grandfon, given himfelf time to check his own impe· 

E 3 trnofi1r,. 
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tween your brother and Biggs : and who can pretend 

to fay how foon they may be reconciled, or whether 

lii~ father and mother may not take part with him, 

:and blame your papa and me for foffering him to be 

ufed fo roughly in our houfe, Only, Iikewife, take a 

Yiew of your own drefs, though I do not mean to fay 

your clothes are of any ,very great importance, yet the 

tattered condition in which they now are, may ferve to 

convince you, that the ejfells of ungoverned anger may 

continue longer than the anger itfelf, as they are torn 

and fpoiled in fuch a manner, :as to be no more fit for 

:you to wear. And fo, frequently, moft material mif­

chiefs, and the ruin fometimes of whole families, pro­

ceed from words and deeds, fpoken and done in a 

pailion. 
V✓hen people, through illnefs of body are fo unhap-

py as to lofe their re:!fon, and therefore not know how 

to govern themfelves; they are always put into con­

£nement, and have proper people fet o,·er them to 

watch and attend them, that they may neither do 

nan";l to themfelves or others: and thofe perfons, who., 

through the impetuofity of their tempers, refufe to be 

gorJerned by rea/on, are in fad, for the time their paf­

fion lafis, as mad as the others, and as little regard 

what is right and fit to be done: only there is this 

difference between them; thofe who have really loft 

their fenfes cannot help it, bnt are very much to be 

pitied, and dcfen'e not blame for any rafh act they may 

..:ommit ; whereas thofe, who, through their paf­

fivn , deJhoy their .i:ca~on, might help it if they would ;; 
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and therefore are accountable for all the evil and mif­
chief they do: nor wili it be any excufe to fay, I wa~ 
in a pajjion; for one fin can in no degree take away the 
evil from another. 

Mr. LJ1caon (who you know was hanged about twr'J 
months ago for killing his grandfon) endeavoured to 
jufrify himfelf by this argument, and pleaded, that 
when he thrafhed him he w~ in j'ucb a pa./Jion that he 
<lid not confider what he was about; but had no inten­
tion of killing him. Moft likely he might not, but 
then he ought to have governed his own temper in a 
better manner; and not becaufe he was difpleafed, per­
mit his anger to get to foch a height, as to deprive him 
of the ufe of his reafon ! What can pofiibly excufe any 
one for behaving info fad a way? Suppofe, that being 
in a paffion could excufe a perfon, which it cannot, 
for murderinr another; frill, wh.at excufe could be made 
for the paffion itfilf, which is a very great and forbid4 
den fin? Guard againft it, therefore, my love, with 
the greatefi: precaution, and on no account ever permit: 
yourfclf to be fo difcompofed, as not to know or attend 
to what you fay and do. Jf ever you find yourfelf be­
ginning to be warm, infiantly reilrain both your 
<1.vords and afiiom, till you have given yourfelf time to 
reflecl: on what ought to be done, and how vou can befi: 
all: agreeable to the laws of God, and that reefon h~ 
hath lent you. 

Had Mr. LJ•caon obferved this one rule; and ,vher• 
firft he felt himfelf provoked by the behaviour of hi • 
grandfon, given himfelf time to check his own impe-

E 3 tzuofity,_ 
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tuo/:ty, and confider what chaflifement i,,vould have. 

been mofl: proper for the fault he had ccmmir:ed, in­

fler.<l 0f inconfiderately fnatching up his thick walking­

.flick, a:1d beating h;m till he died; what a load of 

rerno1fe, mifery, and flume, would he have faved him­

felf ! and what farrow, di{hefs, and ignominy have 

fpared his family! Only confider, my lllmy, how 

heat(ful muft be his fofferings, when his pa.ffeon cooled, 

his rer..fan returned, and he reAecled on what he h.:id 

doue .' Think, with what horr r, jhame, and conJujir,;z 

he rnufr appear before his dat1ghter; confcious that he 

was the r,1urdcTcr of her fon ! And what language can 

defcribe h<T feelings, when fLe beheld the h2nds of her 

cez,;11 father, fiained \\ith the blood of her child! A 

fc-.ther too, who though greatly defeclive in the regu­

lation of his temper (never having taken proper pains 

~o fubdue his angry pawons,) yet, in many refpecls, 

.. as defcrving of efieem; had ahvays fhewn the 

nderefl: affe.:licn towards his family, and in genera], 

lrea~ed them with foch indulgence and care, tnat th(jy 

'oved him with the utmofl: fincerity. How great then> 

:m ,.Jl: hc1ve been their 2ff::aion, to fee him, after having 

1,ourifhed and brought them up, put to a fiiameful 

de:ith by the hands of jurlice, and C.dfer the mofr igno ­

Jniniou s puniG1ment that is ever in this harpy coun try 

: nfi iC~ed on the g1 eatc H: dFendcrs ! Vlhat a di {hc:-,~ r 

do es it re t1ett on al l his_ Lm dy ! \V;.a a c'.ireful d;~ 

zrace, to be the ofLp1 ing of a man who was hanged! 

]ut flill worfc than , ll this, mufr be the farrow\ hi ch 

i r. and they fei.t> at the Lho:.1ght, that the crjme for 
w~1ich 

t· 
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which he foffered in this world, was foch as mufi like­
wife expofe him to the fevere wrath of God. "Thou 
fhalt do no murder," you know is one of the Lord's 
pofrtive commands ; and that we "Put away all wrath 
and :rnger, and clamour, and evil fpeaking, with all 
malice; and be kind and tender-hearted one to ano­
ther," is alfo the command of God. Jf therefore, we 
difobey thefe precepts, and infi:ead of being mu1' and 
gentle, are o'Verbearing and cviolcnt; if infl:ead of en- ,, 
deavouring to .fa·-ve the lives of our fellow creatures, 
,ve abfolutely kill chem: what can we expect but the fe­
verity of God's anger for foch great offences ! fuch 
tranfg1ei1ions of his holy laws? F;.;r though c.-;od is a 
vc>ry kind and r.,er::iful Being, yet he hath declared, 
That all fin is deferving of puniiliment; and thofe who 
,,i!l not obey his comm:inds in this \vor1cl, Dull be 
pun:n;ed in the world that is to come. A fincere and. 
hearty repentance for any fault we have been guilty of, 
with a firm refolution net to commit the fame again, 
2re the cnly means by which we can rrocure the for­
givenefs of God, or have 2ny hope to obtain his mercy. 
But when our crimes are of fuch a nature, that the bws 
of the land rerider it neceft,ry as examples to other~, 
that we woul<l be put to death, how can we then prove 
th:1t our ret.en t.:ncc is fincerc~ when we have no oPf;or­
tuniy to amend ? 

Mr. Lyar,r., \,hen he beheld the dre::idful confi­

~;m:ces of his fury, '"'as, no doubt, greatly afHi\..,ed, 
and finccrely forry he h;;.J not taken proper care to 
check hi: p.1fion, and regu 1 ate his temper, before it 

f + hurried 
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lrnrried him to the commiffion of fo horrible 
. 

a cr1me. 
13ut who can pretend to be certain, that had he lived 

longer, he would not upon the next provocation again have 

.flown into a rage, as he had fo frequently done before? 

How great then mu!l be the affliction of all his friends ! 
io unkno-wing as they muft be, whether God has accepted 

c,f his repentance, and forgiven his tranfgreffions. 

From hence, my love, you may learn, the neceffity of 

:acquiring in the days of your youth, an abfolute 

control over your temper; that you may be able, 

under.--every provocation you meet with, to preferve a 

4-,iilm moderation ; and to your worft enemy, return an 
I 

itnjwer r-with meelme.fi, agreeable to the dictates of reafon, 

and the precepts of that 110Iy religion you profefs. Had 

Mr. l;•caon, when a child, been taught to fubdue his 

paffions, and made to confider the fad confeq nences of 

immoderate anger; he might flill have been poiTc.fied 

~f every enjoyment this world can afford, and fur. 

rounded by his family, have beheld them al1 happy and 

bleifed. Jnfiead of which, into how terrible and un~ 

timely a death has his violence plunged him! and 

into what difirefs and contempt, brought his children 

and friends! But go, my dear Mary, I by no mean 

wifh to detain you from your playfellows, to li11en to 

my ferious admonitions: we can renew this important 

fubjecl another time, when you have not fo many 
young folk ready to amufe you as are now, I dare fay., 
wilhing for your company bel_ow flairs. 

0 ! replied Mary, I dare fay, they can do nry 

well without me; and. I de not feel in the Jeafl: in­

clinable 

I 

" 
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c1inable for play. I had much rather, if you will give 
me leave, fit and talk to you, madam, for I do not like 
to go down: the boys, I am afraid, will laugh at me, 
for fighting; and the girls, not knowing how much I 
was frightened about George, will fay I was very rude 
to do fo. Therefore praJ', madam, let me fiay with 
you. I was jufl: going to afk you what crime Ma!ler 
.Areas had been guilty of, that made his grand papa fo 
angry with him? 

l mu.ft fay, replied Mrs. Rotchford, he was a 
yery naughty boy, and certainly deferved chafiifeme11t, 
though not to be murdered for his offence. The cafe 
was tl1is. Mr. Lycaon, who was very particular about 
bis fruit, and had fame remarkable fine peach-trees in 
his garden, had given ftricl orders that no one ihould 
g2.ther them befrdes hirnfelf and the gardener: and 
knowing Harry /Jran to be very fond of them, charged 
him, on no account, to touch them, adding, if he did, 
he fhould certainly be punifhed, Harry liftcned very 
gravely to his grandfather's prohibition, and appeared 
as 1f he intended to obferve it -; but, in the afternoon 
of che fame day, he was cai~gh t gathering fome of thofe 
very pe<'-ches which he had been ordered not to touch. 
This you rnufi allow was very naughty, and Mr. lJ<aon 
feverely bl~med him for bis conduB:; but omitted to 
put his threat of p1mijhmr11t into execution: and only 
again repeated, that he cert:iinly foou!d fu.ffer the next 
time. But having efcaped fo eafily once, he flattered. 
himfelf that he might always do fo; and therefore, in a 

d.ay 
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day or t\Yo, was again found ga:hering more of the 

peaches . 

!-{is grandfather, upon tliis fc cond offer. ce, gave him 
two or three !hokes with his horfe- \, hip, tied bs hands 

b~hind him, brought him in doors, and confined him 

the refl: of the evening, talked to him in a very angry 

tone, and once more threatened !l.i[l greater feverity, 
if he D1ould pre fume co trefpafs in the fame manner 
again. 

HarrJ1 appeared to be very forry for his ofrence, and 
promifed to repeat it no more. But, as Mr. lJcao1r 

was gcttircg up the next morning, the fir.fl: per:on he 

faw was his grandfon mounted t!IJOn a na:errng-pot, 

and filiing his pockets wi,h peaches from the fame 
forbidden t ree. : his audacious repetition of the cri~,e 
enraged him beyond all bonnrls, and without wJ:ting 
a moment to reflect what punifoment ,voulJ be r.:oll: 

proper for foch obftinacy and f.ilreh'.)od, he ran dcwn 

il1.1irs, and tak ing up his walking-flick, which /toed in 
the hall, through which he paffed, went direerly to ::he 
b0y, and feizing him by the left hanJ to prevent his 
efcape, th:ralhed him with all the vioience he cou1<l 

innia; totally regardlefs of his outcr:es, or the very 

improper weapon he was ufi ng for the pmpofe. TLe 

boy, at laft, unable to fupport it longer, feli fenfelefs 
on the ground,.frunned by a 610-.v npon his head . Bue 

;\:r. lJ·caon wai; fo much exafperated, 2nd his pai':ion 
fo violent, that he !till ccn:inJed his flripes, un:nindfol 
\s h~re they fell; till the g:uJener, by chance, co:-r,;ng 

that w:i;:, faw how he ',\as engaged_; ar.d hy fo1:e 

draggc .1 
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dragged him from the child, ::ind wrefied the ftick from 
his hands; at the fame time, fhocked with the :fight he 
beheld, he fcrearned murder! which foon brought 
more of the family to his afii!bnce. They then carr;ed 
Harry into the houfe, trndreffed, and put him to-bed, 
and fent for a furgeon; but, though he was alive 
\\ hen the forgeon fir fr came to him, yet poor Harr_)' 

was too far gone to receive any affiflance, and expired 
whilCT: they were examining the blows which his grand­
father had given him. 

Such, my love, were the difmal effects of zmgo'l.Jen,ed 
f,,j/lon in Mr. LJ·cmn, and of the iliamefol breach of ho,'lOr 

and ft'r'l.Jer/cne.fs in hi, grandfon. I hope, therefore, 
that it will te3.ch you ancl nie, and all who hear the fid 

account, to he very careful of our own cond ncl; Icfl: 
we fhoul<l aifo fuffer ourfelves to be provoked, and 
hurried on by our rcfentment, to commit fomc fatal 
11..:'tion. The fate of Harry Areas fi1ould infhua u~, 

tha t although guilt may chance fometimes to efcape 
unpunill1ed, frill at the la!l: it will certainly bring thofe 

who practice it to ruin. 
In converfation of this kind, and making obfervations 

of the great foperiority that ,virtuous and -mild ciifpo­
fition,, have e\"en in this world, over the '<.uided and 
r.;irJint ; Mrs. Rrtcl.ford and Mifs /trfary p,ffcd the rd1: 

of the even1ng, till the young vifitors were di gone 
home, :ind Mr. Rt1tchford, and his other chilJrcn 
joined them. Your humhle fen-ant, lac:ics ! faid Mr. 
Rotchford, bowing and fmiling as he entered th2 room. 
P:-ay, may I prefumc to enquire Y,ha~ has been yot!~ 

fobj1.ti 
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fubjctl (or the 1aft two hours, for I have been writing 
in my ftudy, and heard yon very earnefl in converfa­
tion? I do not believe your tongues have been filent a 
Jingle moment! I do not think they have many mo• 
ments indeed, replied Mrs. Rotchford, we have been 

.d.eeply engaged; and Ma1J' has honoured my difcourfe 
with fo much attention, that fhe even preferred my 
company to the parry of young folk who were playing 
below flairs. Our fubject, if you wifh to know it , has 
not been a very pleojing, though certainly a rnoft iJJJ­
portant one. I have been endeavouring to reprefent the 
Iieceility of learning to regulate our tempers, and 
fubduing our anger upon all occafions, before it tranf­
ports us into rage and 'Viol,·na; lefl: it fhould at Jail: 
:hurry us into the like fatal e.ffects that Mr. LJ'ca,JJ was 
guilty of. 

An important fubj(:'Et indeed, rejoined IV.Ir. Rotcbford, 

and one that can never be too often confidered ; fince 
lrnman nature is fo fubjetl to fall into that error, when, 
difregarding the dictates of rmfall, we behave more like 
wild beafb than men; or at 1eaf1: like men befide 
curfelvcs, and in a ilate of infanity. But fome 
people, Sir, faid Cbarle1, you know cannot h1lp it, 
but are pafiionate by nafltre ! The whole family of the 
Achman's, for example, how prodigioufly warm they 
are! Tom told me one <lay, that he could nor help it, 
for his father and mother 1 and all of them were fo. 
'Tom, replied Mr. Rotchfo1·d, might very probably tell 
you fo ; but that by no mean proved the truth of his 

a!fertion. That fame people may feel greater propen-
/i!J 

l 
t 

t 

to 

lt 

hi 
f. 

t;, 



• 

ff'be FRIE?\DLT COUNSELLOR... 6t 
jity to paffion than others, I will not pretend to deny~ 
for moft undoubtedly, our difpofitiom, no more than our 
conjlitutions, are all formed alike. One perfon, upon 
being offended, may feel aftrong inclination to return 
the injury; whilft another, with a more happy temper of 
mind, may difregard it as beneath his notice. One man,. 
when offered an abufe, will immediately fly into a rage.1 
and [eek inftantly to revenge it; whilfi: another, with 
fallen anger, will continue to hrood over it in his mind, 
till an opportunity prefents itfelf, in which he thinks 
he can return as great a damage, without endangering 
himfclf. But though people's different difpofitions may 
thus prompt them to exprefs their anger in different 
methods, ftill no one is oMized, or under a fatal nueffity 
to tranfgrefs in any way; on the contrary, it is in 
every perfon's po<i'Jer, and is the abfolute duty of each 
individual, to conquer his e--vil difpofitions, and regulate 
his temper according to the laws of God. For per~ 
fons therefore, to fay they are paffionate, and cannot 
help it, is ridiculous, and ~an by no mean excufe the 
bafenefs ,of their conduct. The robber might as well 
plead, that he _has a great defire for the wealth of 
another, and therefore cannot h;lp fiealing it. \,Vhilfi 
the drunkard and glutton, might with equt1.l _reafon~ 
urge the 'Utolence of their rcfpcctive appetites, as an 
excufe for iheir excefs. And thus, ervny vice might be 
juihfieJ, if the imli11ation to _i.,raEt.ice them could F~f­
fibly be their excu Ce. 

God, my dear children, hath given n .Jes proper 
for u, to l-bfe1ve., .u .. rder tJ ou. Lecoming hol,r, juft, 

and 
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and good: rules, which every body ha s pc-'"J.:er to ob­

ferve, and \\ hich we all mu.fl obey, if we wiili to gain 

the approbation and bleffing cf the Almighty. It is 

therefore to no purpofe to fay, \Ve cannot belp our 

crimes; for \VC certainly may avoid them, if we will 

but rtjolutcl_;, enda:r:;our [o to co. And in no refpcct is 

it moi e neceffary for us to keep z conftant guard over 

ourfelves, and gain the mafrery of our inclinations, 

than wi,h regard to our tempers. Yet there is fcarce 

any thing which peorle in general are more apt to 

neglecl, as if they thought it matter of fmall confe­

q uer.ce, how they conddled themfelves in the daily 

courfe of their lives. 

1 h.1ve known m~rny peopk, who wcu!d not upon 

any account, do a dijhomfl adion, nor injure their 

fellow creatures, either in their !Jodiu or ejit;tcs; who 

yet would not fcruple, by their un,find and era/, beha­

viour, to give them the gi eatdl uneaf nefs in thtir 

rni;:;ds: as if they thought there w:is no crime in m •. k­

ing people r:,vrctched, provideJ they <lid not rob or maim 

them. But be affured, my dears, this is a great mif­

take ! The fame Divine Power which fa.id, '• Thou 

iho.lt co no murdu- ." " Thou ih:i.lt not flwl,>' Lid 

alfo, " De ye !.-ind and tender-hearted one towards .:n­

orher. Lv-ue as brethren, be pitijid, be courteous; not 

rendering trvil for c'v,-Z, or rail/Jig for railing; but con­

trariv. ifc, M .ffeng." And wh0foever rranfgre!ieth any 

of thfe precepts, as ef.cBual ly difobeys the law of 

God ; as he, who Ly cr<1ft or violence, rakes frc m his 

neighbour his mone;·, or his goods. How it come.s to 
pa!l 
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pafs that people fo frequently feem to forget this, I 
cannot imagine. But however that may be, certain it 
i s, that tlcir neglecl: will in no degree excufc our 
faults. Vie arc not to follow a multitude to do evil: 
that is, though others do wrong, we mu.fl: not comply 
with their ill example. And though the regulation of 
the temper is too much neglctl:ed by the generality of 
the world, and mankind are frequently either mild or 

furious, for::Jviug or rviudidicve, placid or petu!rnt t1J1d 
frriful, according c.S they fei·l themfelves inclined, with­
out any great exertion or care to render thernfrlves af­
fable to thcfe they converfo wi th , or pleafing in the 
fight of God; yet \Ve may affure curfelves, that foch 
condud i~ highly culpable: ,:nd the time ,vill come, 

. when the Almighty Father of m:.rnkind, !hall call l!S 

to a fevere account for this our criminal neglect. Let 
me then, my beloved children, prevail upon you, to 
confider it with all the ferioufnefs that a matter of 
fuch great importance rcg 1.1ires: how neceilary it is 
fur you to acquire an t7_(fa6ility and gwt!cmfi of man­
ners, and to regulate your tempers, as well as every 
other purfoit, by the pure, bene\·olcnt precepts of the 
gofpel of J,.fus. 

The importance of gove1 ning our temper is gre:iter 
than I can exprefs, or you at prefent imagine. But 
from the little experience you have hitherto had in the 
world, I am fore you muft have feen and j'l'!t, that 

· gcod humrnr is fo cond1Jci\e to happincfs, that no one 
c~rn en:oy it who is }id.en , fretful or moroft. lf ever 
any of you have fu1.ere<l yourfclve:.. to be '1 uc-rnlous 

.1nd 
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and peeviili; for the time you were fo, you mufl: he 
{enf.ble you baniilied all enjoyment from your bofoms; 
and wiiliing to interrupt the pleafure of another, you 
totally deihoyed your or-;.un. This, believe me, in £<very 

fiage of life, you will always find to be the cafe; our 
Almighty Creator having fo conftituted our natures, 
that we cannot be morofi, petulant, and unkind to "thers_, 
\~ithout at the fame time interrupting our oriun tranqui­
lity. We cannot diftarb their happinefs and preferve 
our own unmolelled; the dart with which we mean 
to dettroy them, will recoil back and deeply wound 
our own bofoms. 

That petuJence of temper, for which the ..Ac/mum's, 
whom you jufi now mentioned are fo remarkable-how 
totally does it rob them of all enjoyment, and render 
their lives one continued fcene of ftrife and wretched. 
nefs t Snarling and quarreling with all arouw:l them, 
they fpend their time in perpetual uproar : every little 
clifappointment or unpleafing circumfl:ance, is fufficient 
to difconcert the harmony of their minds for the rdt of 
the day, and prepare them to be angry with whoever 
approaches them. Their own tempers thus ruffled, 
every thing appears jn a clifplea:fing point of view. As 
a perfon fic-k with the jaundice, beholds ever objelt of 
a yellow hue, fo a difr.om pofrd angry miJ1d, confiders 
every event as intending to add to his vexations, and 
e,ery wcrd that is uttered, fpoken only with a defign 
to offend. Equally guilty of the fame violence of 
temper, Mr. and Mrs. Achman mutually torment and 
puniih each other; and if the one can unmoved de-
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.Uroy the others happinefs, neither has much right to complain of the evil they fuf.fer, nor any great claim upon our pity and compaffion for their Jeij:created wretchednefs. 1J ut alas! they confine not the ,venom, as I may juft1y call ir, of their tempers to themfelves 

alone; their children, their fervants, their dependents., 
their relations, their neighbours, and in fhort every body with whom they 1.ave any C()nneclion, ·foare in fornc degree, the unhappinefs that ever follows from ifl 

h Nmour and pajjio11, Their children are indeed pe<:u­
li~.rly to be pitied, becaufe they are not only doomed to 
fufict the efletts of their violent anger and rage upon e\ery, even the fmaIIell: inadvertency; but fl:ill worfe, 
they, inheriting the tempers of their parents, have no proper methods taken with them to check their impe­tuoftty, but added to thelir own inclination to be aRgryll have the example of their parents, to jufiify in their opinion the fad ftnful habit. 

\Vas it pdfibJe for a perfon to live alone, quite trnconnecled with fociety; even then, for his own fake, he lhould culti\·ate a mild and patient temper, as the belt mean of promoting his happineh, by diffufing a fweet peace and fcrcnity over his rnin<l. But fituated as we are, en corn pafied with relations, friend!:, fervantsJI a nd neighbours, connceted on all fldes with fome of the 
hnman race; and fcarcely fpeak.ing a word, or perform­i ng an aclion, but chat mule tend either to increafe or <liminifh their comfort; how are we bound by the 
ihongdt tie of dlf t_y arid humam·ty, to make it Ollr con­
{t ant endeavour to rromote as much as poffibl~, the 

V r r . 1 r. .F fati .. fa cl.icm 
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fatisfaclion and peace of thofe with whom we are fo 

united. And the more acquaintance we have, and the 

wider our conneclions and influence extend, fo much the 

more and greater are our obligations to kindnefs and 

benevolence. As the more people we by a contrary 

behaviour make uncomfortable, the more fuaH we have 

to anf wer for, and the greater is our crime. For this 

reafon, Charles, though it is not my intention to ex-

11ude you, my girls, from what I fay, as it is the duty 

of e,z;ery one to cultivate a good difpofition; yet, as 

the authority by cunom is placed in the man's hand ; 

and the majler and father of a family has the chief 

,.omman.d over his houfhold., I would wifh you~ I fay, 

Charles, to confider yourfelf from your youth, as one 

to be i11tr11Jled as it were with the happinefs of numbers; 

and therefore, pwtlic.rly bound to regulate your a,v.·1: 

temper; left by ,my errors in it you iliould defl:roy the 

comfort of thofe with whom you are connecled, and 

C)ver whom you rule. 
I know it 1.s frequently thought, th2t the maJler of a 

family may all j ufi as Le pleafe.s, and fiands account• 

able to none for his conducl. But have ,,e not a ll ono 

Great Mailer in Heaven, who ruleLh over all, and to 

-,.,horn we muft render an account for every ,v.:or.i ::.nd 

action? Befides, what mrnnn ~ . .s of fpirir, ?.nJ ,,h at an 

ungenerous foul, mufl that man po.fiefs, who becaufe he 

has it in his power, v-. ill therefore deihoy the com fort 

of thofe, whom for that r;,•ny reafon, he onght to 

cherifh and protect? Mufi: not that breail- be mere 

Javage than ihe beafts of the field, who coul-1 eiche: 
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hurt or treat roughly a little he1piefs infant intruil:ed to its care? \Vould not its deftncelefi weaknefi be a claim upon our humanity, to protecl and nourifh it? And ihould we not behave with more gen tlenefs towards it, than to a man robult and hardy like ourfelves? So my dear boy, would I wi{h you at all times to confider yourfelf not fuperior to any one, either in jlrengtb or fortune, merely for the fake of indulging more crimts than they can praclice; but if indulgent Heaven be­fiows fuperior talents, know, that it is for you to exert them in the fervice of thofe who have them not. If you are blef1ed with money, let the poor and deftitute feel the e.ffrcls in your liberality towards them. If your learning, fenfe, and under.fl-anding are fuperior, confider from whofe bounty you enjoy that fuperiority, and ufe it not to mock, deride, and confound the igno. rant, but to edify and comfort them, Let it not tempt yon to defpife them (for it was not your own hand that m,lde you to diifa from them) but fhew yonr fuperior abilities bJ fuperior goodm'fi; and lee the generqjiry, can­dor, bene<i•o!ena, andfartitude of you beha,·iour, prove that you have not received fuch mighty bleffing::. .in 

va·n. 

lf in bodily fl:rength you excel, as doubtiefs you will ·: the female fex, Jee not that make you, c~r;,uc,,-d like, :e behave \\ith Iefs kind,:efi, gcneroji:y, or ri!/}e .. ?, than you ,;-: \\.Oul<l to one you efteemed every way your equal; but :J look upon yourfeJf as commiffioned by Pro\'idence to be :e the defmder of the <z.wak; the guide and injlruflor of 1 the ignorant ; the rdu'Lw of the poor, and in one word, ,ii 
F .z 
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the fi·iend of hut!ian kind. So atling, my boy, you will 

indeed prove yourfelf to be in the language of the poet, 

" ([he nohlejl cil.)ork of God " 
Po PE, 

And need not fear, that your dignity will be diminifhed 

by your affability, or that gentlenefs and mildnefs of 

condutt, will rob you of ref pecc. Jf indeed rerpecl con­

fifl:s in fear, and an a:iuful 1·eflraint in 3 our company, 

you may not by a courteous behaviour acquire fuch 

folemn homage. But how favage mufi: the mind of 

that man be, who can take pleafure in being feared, 

infread of bclo--ved by thofe about him. 

To wifh to bt: efl:eemed and rdpefted by all, is a 

laudable ambition; and it is a duty we owe ou1fc lvcs 

to endeavour to preferve our characters fiee from any 

fiain. But of this we may be affure<l, that how much 

focver our ran~, our ,z.i:cafth 1 or our authorit_y, may pro­

cure the o:t f ,z.vard complaifance and fubmiffiun uf the 

multitude, nothing can engage their 1jlmll and finccre 

njpe·cl, but 'Virtue and bowuoler.cc of temper: for though. 

we may bend and pay homage before the throne of a 

tyrant; in our hearts we can love ;:rnd re\'erence no one 

who is not tllC Ja1ber, as well as gocuernor of his 

people! 
Pray Sir, interrupted Sophia, why do you addrefs 

yourfelf particularly to my brother l 1 s not Lndnr/ J 

and good humour as requifite for girls and women, as for 

boys and men? Undoubtedly my love 1 replied l\tir. 

F.otchfird , 1 know not the being upon earth who!e 
chara~c.r 

f . 
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characler can be amiable without it. Men and women 
too may certainly poffefs many and great qualities ~ 
but if they are defec1:iYe in candor and good tempr, they 
never czn be objects of our love, or perfons whom we 
can felet1 fo r onr bofom friends. \Vhcn therefore, l 
addrefled m:delf to your brother, as I before told you , 
I by no mean intended to exclude you; but was aware of 
a notion which has too frequently crept into boys heads,. 
that good11ifs of temper is a virtue too fimi11illf for them to 
cultivate, or befl:ow any attention upon ; and I wi{hed 
Charles to confider the prodigious importance of rightly 
governin g his difpofition , if ever he hopes to be happy 
}1i mfe]f or make oth ers fo: and that v, as my rea fon:t 
S,phia, for p rincip:iliy direi:1:ing my difcou1 fe to him . 
B ut pray do not on th at acount, thin k yonrfcJf lc fa 
brnn d to praclice even to the utmofl: extent, that ph­
cabili ty ,, hir h I have been recommending; for .:rcn 
tl,e bafe c:tjlom of the 'VJorldwi l I not excufe a wom:111 fa t 
w1n t of gcn·:ene fs. Do not: however, miftakc me, or 
foppofe when I thus warmly recommend gr,od bumou, 
an d mildr. efi of manners; that I would be underfloocl 
0 adv ifo• that cz,1.:caknefs of temper, ,, hich com plie., 

\<-1,h £'VO)' !F:,{r, and e7. •0J thh·g, \Vithout confi dering 
w 11cther it is p,;·rJicr to do fo or not. T hi s is fo fa r 
Lorn being 1.11 amiab le qu:i.lity, th:it on th e co~ trary it 
i~ down ~i~h t fo 1£;: , \v h ich nothing but de f. -:iency i n th" 
rndcr!b ndin g can excuft· ; rrfal.-tt ·:111 bein g as neceffwy 

to cone ult us \1. ith propriety thro ugh li fe, ~5 any o,her 
qualific,mon wh ::i.tn er. Altho u6 h therefor\?, we .fhouid 
;iccuil:om ourfdve~ to g1ve up our own wills to the in-

F ,, 
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dination of others, and endeavour to conform ourfelves 

as much as poffible to their wifoes in things of indif­
ference; yet, if they folicit us to an improper action, 

we are on no account to corn pl , Complaifima, and the 

lind dejire to pleafi, muft f.1;;1: g ,"e way to duty; and 
rtfolution mufl: exert her po•,. er to prevent us from 

yielding to evil. 

Pray, papa, enquired Kitty, what do you call things 
of indifference that we ought to give up to others? 
£,very thing, my dear, replied her father, that is not 
important; that is, every thing which may innocently, 

and without any harm be compiied with. For in­

ftance, Kitty: when Mifs Eaji had a peculiar fancy to 

play at hide-and-flek, her companion, if properly good­

r1atured, would certainly have complied with her, 
though ihe herfeJf rather wi/11ed to to/s the ball infl:ead 
of hiding it : neither would £he have feated herfelf in 

the corner of the room, declaring £he wo.uld not then 

play at all. And yet, believe me, bad fhe complied, 
ilie would have felt herfelf much happier in playing at 

bide-and-feek than in fullenly fitti •1g and pouting in 
the corner. But, Sir, faid Kitty, colouring as ihe 

fpokc, there was no more reafon that I fhould give up 

playing at ball, than that 1he ihould give up hide-and­
feek ;- and I am fore ball is much the moft entertain ... 
• J I mg pay. 

That is in ;·our opinion, my dear, rejoined Mr. 
Rotchford; for it appears as if Mifs Ea/l thought bide­

c.nd-feek, as you call it, the mo.fr amufing. But 1 will 
not take upon me to pronounce which of the games is 

bij} 
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'1fj!-. I fhould fuppofe that entirely depended upon th{'! 
tafie of the parties engaged. But this I know, the girl 
who was the mo.fl good humoured, and the /Jejl dijpofid, 
would be the one, who would fir.ft fubmit to the incli. 
nation of her companion. Mifs Ea.ft would no more 
give up to me th:111 I would to her! faid Kitty. Then, 
reforned her father, Mifs Eafl and you were /;r,th to 
blame, both deficient in good manners, and both far 
from being kind or good natured. But when the other 
day, 'Tun Blot folicited your brother to mount with him 
upon Mr. Spruce's coach-box, and to drive it away 
whilfi: the man was gone in to the houfe, he ac1rd quite 
right to refufe com plying with his req ueft; becaufe it 
was what ought not to be done, and might have bec:t 
attended with bad confequenccs. Charles therefore_ 
behaved quite right upon the occafion; and I hore 
will, all through life, have too much refolution ever to 
comply with the defires of others, when they wifh to 
engage him in improper purfoits; and too mm.h polite­
ncfs, and good humour ever to refofe, when his O\, u 
inclination is the only facrifice. 

I am glad, Sir, faid Charlu, that you think I di.: 
rjght not to go: 1 fcarce!y knew how to a.cl, for 
Cfom was fo prodigioufly earndl: about 1t, and appeared. 
much difpleafed with me for re>fofing; but I tLought i-.: 
not only feemed to be very dangerous, J.3 we neither l>f 
us underfl:ood much of driving, but migh t very likely: 
bring the coachman into a fcrape in cnie any accident 
fhould h1ppen; for then perhaps hi s rnafter might h:n e 
been angry with him for leaving the horfes, Irrdced that 
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was the reafon why 'Tom Blot wanted to drive off; for 
he faid, John deferved to be punifhed for going into 
the houfe, and leaving the carriage and horfes alone. 

As for that, refumed Mr. Rctchford, though l think 
the man ought not to have left them, D:ill it certainly 
neither beion ged to 'Tom or to you to punifh him for 
hii. neglect; and it v,,ould have been a ftrange method 
t,f ibewing his difapprobation of another's fault, by 
being guilty of a gt·eater himfelf. It never, there­
fore, could be fuppofed he had any other intention in 
wifhing to dri,·e away the coach, except his own love 
of mifchief, and de fire to make the coachman uneafy, 
if upon his return he had not found it, 

But pray Sir, enquired Charles, where were you 
when Cfom and I were talking about it? I did not fee 
you; and I cannot think in what corner you could be 
hid to fee us! Indeed, by boy, replied Mr. Rotchford, 
patting Charles upon the head as he fpoke, I was not 
J.id any where; but believe me I often fpend my time 
in obferving the conducl of you and your fifl:ers, when 
yon are neither thinking of me, nor foppofing I fee you. 
Perhaps Kitty did not think l faw her when flic ciif­
puted \\ith l\Iifs Eajl on the important fubject of h:.de<. 
mid Jee~; but I heard all that paffed, and was ferry to 
find my little girl fo foon difcompofed. \Vell ! I can­
not think how you man1ge to know all that happens, 
exclaimer! ](i t{r, I am fo1e rou muft come and Jif1:en at 
the door; and l think, Sir, ycu l1a\·e _faid, it is very 
wc,1,:rong to li!l:en at doors to what people ::ire fo}i 1g. 
Aye! very wrong indeed; my Ion, replied her father', 

f 
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it is a degree of meannefs I 1'hould blufh to be thought 
guilty of; and I promife you I made ufe of no fuch 
mean to become acquainted with the difpute J1eld be­
tween you and Mifs Eajl. But when people once en­
g:ige eagerly in argument, they feldom continue to 
fpeak very low; but both ilriving to be heard, try t0 

out-noifi each other, without regarding who in the houfe-, 
or fcarcely in the pari!h, may happen to hear them. I 
was in my own fiudy, I affure you, when I diftinclly 
lieard the whole of your debate. But come, my dear 
children, we rnufl: not fit chatterJng thus all night, I am 
fore it is time for you to go to bed. Do not you 
recollef.t:, Charles, yol) are engaged to fet off with me 
early to-morrow morning to vifit Mr. Norris F And if 
you do not go to bed, J {hall be to wait for you in the 
morning till you have finifhed your nap. But ferioufly, 
I fhall not do that! You know what time our horfes are 
ordered, and I !hall be punctual. I dare fay, Sir, faid 
Charles, that I fhall be ready. I f11all wak.e fifty times 
between this and morning, for I always do when I am 
to rife foon to go any where: but, however, fince you 
are grown tired of us, I wiil1 you a very good night; 
an<l remember, Sir, and do JOU be ready, for fear I 
fhould gallop off and leave you behind. Go along, 
you faucy boy ! faid his father; giving him a pat upon 
his cheek, go to bed c.nd le:irn to behave more refpeEl:­
folly to your father, or I fhall trim you if 1ou do not. 
\"\'ell, give me a kifs then, Sir, and I will go, f.id he, 
looking up and f miEng as he fpoke. A /.:{ j ! repc:ned 
IvL:. Rotchford, what! do you think I !hall kifs fuch :i 

great 
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great fe11ow as you? No, no Charle., you are rather 
too big to be kijfed ! Go and falute your mother, if 
you pleafe; but I think I fl1a1l not kifs that great broad 
face to-night. Then I will kifs a ftill broader, faid he, 
fpringing up, and clafping his arms round his father's 
neck. Now, Sir, \,ill you kifs me? If you do not, I 
will hold you fo, till it is time to mount our horfes to 
go to Mr . ./1.~orris's. So, Sir, will you kifs my great face, 
or do you chufe rather to be he]d tight by my great 
arms? For one or other muil be your fate, I promife 
you. 0 ! aye ! I will kifs you, exclaimed his father, 
or bite you, or do any thing to get rid of you; fo there! 
;here! faid he, kiffing him, go along, and Jet me fee no 
more of you all night! And now, Madam, foicl Charin, 
rnrning to his mother, will you be fo kind as to honor 
me \, ith ;i falute in a more gentle manner? Or ef;e, 
!vfadam, I .. m fadly afraid I fhall difcompofe thofe nice 
curls that hang by your neck, and perhaps rumple your 
h?..nd!.:erchief, and tear your apron; and that you \\ill 
not l ike. No, that I foall not indeed, my dear, re­
p!ied w1r s. Rotci.:ford, fo I promife you I will hMr;r you 
with as many ki1Ls as you pleafe, rather than h.1ve my 
head F ,J1ed as you did your father's. Chm-It's then 
fai ~ted his mother, and wifhed her good night; and 
cfafping one :mn round Sophiu's, and the other round 
lJlary's waifr, he hurried them out of the room, calling 
to K:·:ty 1o fhut the door as fhc came out; For, foid he., 
r mu1l condud thefe two ladies fafe to their chamber, 
2.n.:! aav ~ no h;,:nd ~; leih .. re to fr.ut doors, .. 

When 
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\Vhen they were gone, "fl.Ar. and lVIrs. Rotchford ob­

ferved to each other the pleafing fa tis faction it afforded 
them, to behold their children all fo a.ff"eclionate and 
kind to each other. The care and ex pence of fo large 
a family, faid Mr. Rotchford, is undoubtedly very great, 
2nd thofe who ha Ye no children can form no idea of the 
conftant fl-ate cf anxiety and folicitude a parent's heart 
endures, for the welfare of its offspring: neither can 
they tell thej~·s we experience, \Yhen we behold them 
go,d, and attentive to the voice of inftruclion, with 
tempers gentle and perfoafive, willing to afiifr, and 
defirous of pleafing all their fellow~creatures. And 
fuch, J am happy to fay, appears w be the cafe with 
our beloved clddrcn.· J.:itty is at prefent, I thi nk, 
rather focncr difconcerted than any of the refl; but D.e 
does not want for fenfe. I therefore flatter rnyfelf, that 
fhe will confider the advice given her upon that fubjea; 
and by reflecling upon th e great importance of proper 
government of temper, learn to onrcome every Jittle 
tendency which fhe may at any tir-1e feel within her 
bofom, to petulence or unkindnefs. Charles, l think. 
appc1rs poffeffed of a 110Mr11rfi o/ Jpirit that gives me 
cxquifi te delight to behold, :1.s it is joined to a hu·11a11ity 
and ojfahility of manners, th~._t will ever direcl it to the 
hetl of purpofes, and prefrrve him from degenerating 
in •o that ferocity of conduct, whi::h too often is the 
attendent upon conititutional bravery, and great viva .. 
city of fpirits; and which, inilead of exalting, actually 
drgrtUlts ha.nan nature, to a lercl with the wild beaft of the fore11, 

In 
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In fuch kind of intereHing converfation, and plan­
ning proper methods of. cond t1B: tow;:rds their chil­
dren, Mr. and Nirs. Rotchford palled the remainder of 
the evening, till they retired to reit; from which they 
were early awakened in the morning by Charles: who, 
knocking at the door cdled out, Are } ou up, Sir? 
The 11orfes are almo!t ready, a.1d you know you made a 
barg~in with them, that they 1hould not wait for ycu 
a moment at the gate ! Mr. Rotchford obeyed the 
fommons of his fon, and at the time appointed, they 
fet off to vifit Mr. Non·is. 

They had not got above two miles from the houfe, 
before they met a negroe boy about tweh c years old, 
cryin~ moft pitioufiy; and upon their f1ackcning their 
pace to obfcrve him, he clafped his hands together in 
a foprlicating manner, and falling on his knees in the 
road hefore their horfes, exclaimed, 0 ! ma/1:ers ! 
mafters ! he1p me ! indeed me 'Vfry hungry ! me very 
fick ! and this head, (putting his hand to his forehead) 
go thump, thump, dump fo, me fr:ir it will tumble oft: 
Poer fellow ! faid Charles> whilft tears ftood in his eyes, 
v. ho do you belong to? what is the matter with you ? 
where are you gojng? 0 ! mafier ! replied the boy, 
me go no where! me no \:\'here to go! but me •very 
ftck and hungry. But to whom do you belong? en­
'-1 uired l\1r. Rotcl::ford, wk1.t is th!:' name of your m:iiler? 
\Vho brought you to E11gland? Captain J,,J,daJ, an­
fwercd the boy, bring me lroin my own conn try in the 
.flip, to be foot-boy to my miflrefs; but my m.dre/s do 
not love black boy; me br.ike her bell t a-pot, and 

throw 
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tlirow the butter over her gown : fo my mafler fell me 
to my new mafl:er ChromiJ; he very cruel, , ancd make 
me carry great big load upon my back, much bigger 
than me could. So me tumble dov,:n, and then my 
m:iiter whip me, and call me lazy Mack dog, and give 
me no bit to eat, for one, two days, becaLJfe he fay 
me lazy. Indeed , mauer, me not help it; me not 
firong enough. But mafter ChromiJ faid he male me 
firon g- fo he c;.vaJ ~hip me fadly, and {hut me in 
the cold. with .the coals, becaule me black they not 
dirt me. \,Yhen he le , : r out, me fo very hungrr, 
me ta\:I' a cold chicken from the top fhelf, and eat it. 
Som iheCs cook fee me, ,,nd bca• me with ~he toa ll inri--

"' fork, and tell me miUrr[ · but fhe very f~ood , fa.id 
poor Pomfy 1n1 '1giy, and no beat me. B11c m11lref13 
cook tell my maiter, and he kick me down ll airs, :·o my 
teeth tumble out, look maHer (faid he 11olding 01-en his 
lip s) fee \\here they one time fbnd; and me knock 
my head too \,hen me co.nc to t!1c bottom, fo me not 
work at a]I, but i1ck , an<l fi · k every day; f.., me rna!ler 
fay me lazy black dog, and \\hip me to n ek e me 
\\Ork; but me not able; indad me not able. Then 
n~e try to rnn 3.way; but me be found; and when 
me brought b,,ck, me mailer tie my leg to a tree, and 
beat me fadly, the blood run down upon the ground ; 
and me there naked all night ; c1n<l me fa c4d .' me 
fnake fo ! 0 ! me did fo wi{h to die before it light! 
But me did not; fo me wanted to go again; and one 
day, when me Hry hungry, rna.fter fend me afk mifhefs 
to change guinea, fo me carry him fome of the money 

mifirefa 
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mill:ref5 give me, and put the ref!: in my own pocket., 
to buy fomething to eat. But maiter find me out, 
and call me Mack thief, and beat me with his horfe­
whip, and take away ali my clothes and kick me down 
the .11:eps, and fay me might go be flarve, he keep no 

foch black devil longer. So me qnite naked, and 
quite hungry; but coachman gave me this wai1koat 
and breeches, and two ha1fpennys to buy fome bread. 
But now the monies be gone, me have nothing left to 
buy more; me be very hungry! very fick ! very 
cold ! Me do not know where to go! nobody take 
me in ; and me have no houfe, no ene thing to eat ! 
Me eat nothing for one, two days ! Yes, the berries 
upon the hedge; but me fa iick ! I am forry for it, 
faid Mr. Rotch.ford, but I cannot help it; you ought 
not to have rnbbed your rnaf!:er; I have nothing fo.r 
you ; come, Charles, we !hall be too I ate. Sir! faid 
Charles, looking fl:edfa /l Jy at his father, with a voice 
of aaonifi1ment; Sir t are yon gcing to leave this 
poor boy without doing fomcthing for him ? What 
can I do \vith him, my dear? he replied, I do not 
want a black boy; befides, by his own account, he has 
been difhoneil, and robbed his mailer, Yes: bir, re­
joined Charles, eagerly, but it is by his own crMjrj/ion 
you are in fo rm ed that he has done fo ; and I am fore 
the account of his fuffcrings, is enriug;1 tC' n10ve ones 
compa.ilion. lf he d:d Heal, it was to (;,ti:.fy his hu.>1ger; 
and I d:1re r~y, he has neier been info:ine<l that: . • $ 

wicked to do fo. Poor foul! fee how he cri es ! Sc,:: 
how he ihakcs w.ich cold ! I c:innot i,11/~t'd, Sir! 1 ... an-

not., 
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not, faid he, burfting into tears, go on and leave him 
in this wretched, friendlefs, llarving fl:ate, without in 
fome way or other afiifling him ! Then follow, my 
dear boy, replied Mr. Rotchford, whilil: his eye fp:ukled 
with fatisfaclion, follow the direcl-ion of your own 
heart. Believe me, I have no intention of fo inh u­
rnanly leaving him to periih; but I wi!h~d to hear your 
fentiments upon the fubjeB:. Then let u:i, faid Charles~ 
return back and carry him home; he ·has no where to 
go, he fays; and if you give him money, he will not 
know how to fpend it properly, or what to do when 
it is gone; let us t.ake him home, and employ him 
in fome proper work, or till he can go to his 
parents. Have you any father or mother, little boy? 
faid he, turning to the boy. 0 ! mafi:er ! mafter ! 
replied he, me have good mother in my own country;. 
!he not like me to leave her; ihe hold me round the 
neck, and I hold tight by her neck: but the white 
mans beat our hands, and make L1s let go: then one 
white man keep hrr fa.fl, a:id t'other \\ hite man drive 
rne alor.g to the ihip, and put me in ; and mafier 
lJ!ia'as, the Captain, bring me to here and fell me to 
me mafier Chromir. So me never fee me mother now: 
me love her; {he love too. 0 ~ D1e fo fcrc,:,m when 
white man took me from her; then :i; beat lier, and 
beat me-white men are !Jad 1r.cn ! Yoi! l:;-:ve had 
reafon to think fo, ind ~ed, poor DG}' ! rlid :·:Irs. Rntr:h-

ford; but though fame are J,.,ci, ni,· <1r not fo: pcr11aps 
you may find kinder treatment from 1~>1 •• f, white men 
than you expect. I'r.,y, ~ir, faid Charla) let us take 

him 
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him home. '\Vell ! replied l\1r. Rotclfard, you fhallJ 
if you dciire it; but 1 mufl go on to Mr. Norris's, for 
my bufinefs with him can not be put off. You may, 
therefore, return, and fee this poor fellow fed, and 
find fome old clothes for him, and take care of him till 
I return, which I will do as foon as I can in the even­
ing. Yes) Sir! yes, Sir! faid Cbarles, panting with 
joy and cagernefs. Come then, Pompey, if chat is your 
n:i:ne, come wi~h me, and you fha'.l foon have fomething 
to eat. He then fet off upon a full trot, forgetting 
that Pompey was on foot, and could not keep up wi::i 
hi:n: at length, reccllec1.ing himfelf, and looking be­
hind him, he faw Pw:p•:J running as fair as he could, 
at fame difl:ance. Poer fellow! fa.id J1e to him (elf, I 
never confidercd that he might be tired ; then turning 
his horfc, a.nd going up to him, 11e enqu=red if he \\ as 
tired? Yes indeed, mailer, replied the boy, me much 
tired; me two feet very fore. De:ir ! why did not 
you tell me fo before, faid he, jumping ofF his horfe, 
1hc1e, get upon the hor(e; l will \\alk by you; I wifh 
l had thought of deiiring you to ride fooner. Jl!e get 
upon the beafl: ! faid the boy; no, no, mafler ! me no 
gee upon the beafl ; me cannot make fuch gre:n bcaft 
move; me\\ alk ; but me fear to get up fo high. 0 ! 
you need not be afraid, replied Charles, he is very 
gentle, and l will lead you; pn;.y get up, it wiil reft 
)'OLi r feet, and we have a good w.iy to go Hill. The 
Loy again refufc<l, but after a good deal of perfuafion, 
he confcnted to get behind Charles, and 1.oJding him 
t:ght round his W3.ifl, lcH:he n10uld Dip off; they again 

fct ., 
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o/'be FRIENDLY COUNSELLOR. 81 fet fonvard, and were not long before they reached home. Mrs. Rotchfird, who was i1ar.ding at the win. dow, was furprifed to fee Charin return; but ftill more at the appearance of his miferabie corn panion : nor was her aftoniihmen t decreafed at her fon's walking up the court-rard, and telling the black boy to follow him. She was going out to enquire the caufe of 11is fpeedy re:urn, j uft as he opened the door, and in trod uccd little rdgged Po111p~r. My dear, faid fl1e, what has brought you fo foon back? Has any accident happened l ,vhere is vour father? and who is this? No accident, r et urned Chnrle1; nothing, madam, is the matter, fo do nor be alarmed ; only we met this poor little ftarved r ?fro, and my father gav<> me leave ~o bring him back to feed and clothe him, and keep him till his return. Poor fellow! you cannot think what diCT:refs he is in, and how cruelly he has been ufed ! Then, without waiting for his mother's reply, he went out of the room; and prefently after returned with a large ilice of bread and meat, and a mt,g of beer. 
The poor boy ran to him at the fight of it, and fnatching it out of his hand, devoured it with that eagcrnefs \\ hich nothing but extreme hunger could ha\·e caufed, not flaying to chew, but {\\.allowing it hy rnon thfuls; and the beer he drank 2!] off at one , clra :.i g ht; whilft Mrs. R ,;t.-/.:ford , C ~-.n-lo , and his fifl:ers Hood in filcnt a11onifl1ment, to beh old him. Charles V✓ould willingly h~ve fetched him fome more, but Ji:s mamma prevented him, faying, fhe was fore he had bett~r not eat 

V-.01.. lI. more at once, as fo hrge a quantity 
G ,vould 
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would probably difagree with him. She then again 

enquired who he was? and where he came from'?' To 

which Charles replied by repeating the account which 

:he had j uft heard from him. Poor, poor fellow! faid 

Mary, whilJl: the tears trickled faft down her cheeks; 

I am glad you and my papa happened to meet him l 

I hope, faid Sophia, he may continue here; or at leafl: 

that my papa will be able to fend him back to his 

mother. He may have my old clothes that 'Tom Jones 

was to have had, may he not, madam? enquired 

Charlu. Certainly! replied Mrs. Rotchford; let him 

go into the barn and new drefs himfelf. 

I think, fa.id little George, he had better fidl: go into 

the pond and wali1 him !elf; for I never faw fuch a dirty 

black fellow in all my life; his hands, face, and legs 

are all as black as a coal! If he is not a chimney-

1weepcr, I cannot think how he can have made himfeif 

in foch a naily conC:ition ! 0 ! I foppo:e he became 

fo when his matter f11L1t hi.:n up in the cod-hole; but 

then he might have waD1ed himfelf at tern ards, if he 

lia<l any clean notions in his head ! I am fore, if I 

h:id been C,b::,,rlej,, he fuould not have got c.pon my 

ho1 fe till he h .,d clear.ed himlelf a little. My de '.! r 

bov f:.id his r:10 th ~r, that blacknds is not dirt, it is his 

I > 
natt.:ral com} lexicn; nr) wa n1i ng in the wor!<l will 

evn make him \VLi~e. f':,)booy is r;,.uh,tc, faid Gt'o..-ge, 

but it may make him J ;,jh-cdoured, anci not fo ;,;/:ey. 

:But, my Jear, rclumt'd i lrs . .Rotchjcrd, the n.:itura.1 

rnlour cf his f:clb is rn,hy, as yo are ] kafcd ta call 

it, Do you kno1\', lhac the inhibirnnts of aiifrrent 
parts 
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parts of the world, are of different complexions; fame black_. like this boy; fome tawny, that is, not quite fo black ; fome copper colour ; others of a paler yellow ; none of which can, by \.\'afhing be brought to what you call fle/h colour, any more than you could be changed to refemble them. Well then, if that is the care, replied George, and he cannot become any cleaner, I "' ifh my papa ha<l happened to meet with a common coloured boy infread of this, who looks as if he was made of coal; and his mouth flicks out fo frightfully, I cannot fay I like him much. 
0 fie, Gtorge I faid his mamma, you foreJy have more fenfe, and good nature than to diilike perfons upon account of their perfonal deformities: befides, thofe particulars which you objecl: to, in his O\, n country are eileemcd 6eautie1 in/lead of defecls; and was you to be carried amongfi: them, they would look witn equal diJ1ik:e upon your comple.llion and features as you now do upon this poor boy. Vi7h~t, madam! exclaimed Kitty, could .any body, do you fuppofe, think Grorge's rofy cheeks, and fair !kin, and his pretty little nofe and thrn lips, haif fo ugly as that black's, whofe flick out in foch a hide,;us manner? I do indeed, my dear, fuppofe it, replied Mrs. Rotchford, To t,s Europeam, who have ah\ays been accuftomed to the fight of fair complexions, and to confider fmaU fratures, and deiicacy of .G~in) as m~rks of beanty; the biacknefs of a neg:o, and the protuberance of their features, that is, f11cking-out rncuchs, and broad noles, ~re very far from p1c.i11ng. But no doubt, to an 
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./!fi·ican, \\·ho ahvays beholds people of his own hue, 

and is taught to confider the blackeft as the mo1 

perfect, and the broadefl: nofe, as that which is efleem­

ed the han<lfornefl:; to fuch a one, I fay, our whiter 

complexion, and what we call more delicate fluped 

features, is no doubt to them as difpleafing :rnd biai:cus, 

as George called it, as their blacknefs and other par­

ticularities are to us. But fuppofing it was othern·i le, 

and this poor boy as difpleafing in the fight of his O\\n 

courtrymen as to us, is that any reafon why he faould 

not be treated \\ ith kindnefs er relieved when in 

dill-refs? For my 0\'. n part, G,orge, I rejoice that your 

papa found him, and has it in h:s power to afford 

him fame ailiitance; and the more, upon account of 

his colour being fuch, as expofes him to contempt and 

barbarity, from many unkind and unthinking peopie; 

111any of whom Ccem to imagine, that becaufe a perfon 's 

'-omplcxion differs from their own, and is black, the .e­

fore, they c~nnotfal: wi~hout refl.ccling, that the tint 

of the fkin affecls not the fenfibility eirbtr of the body 

or mind; but that the ienfations of pain, are equally 

exquifite in people of all complexions, and of all 

countries. 
0 ! my children! were you to know the dre:.dful 

cruel ties that hlve been inflicted by the Europ,am upon 

the poor innocent Africans, and inh3.bitants of America, it 

would make you {hudder with honor; nor can a tender 

heart reflect without anguifl1, upon that , ile I r:;c1ice 

'"hich is fiill continued, of bll) ing and felling n~\·cs · 

as if, the being pofieffei of money_, enJO) ing m:,ny 
foperio.r 
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foperior blefiings, and having the underfianding more 
eulighrened, could poffibly give one nation a right over 
the /i,..vcs, liherties, and po.§,j/ions of another. Yet fuch 
is the abominable ufe, perfons, fo blefrcd by Providence 
have made 0f their endowments> that they have em .. 
ployed their wealth and foperior knowledge, to f'njlnc:.·e 
and ren::er m&rra6!e their feilow creatures; becaufe 
they happen to be of a difFe1ent complexion, and are 
unfkilled in fcience, and the impro,wd art of war. But 
God and nature have given no fnch authority to any one; 
nor hnd Captain Midas any more r,:;ht to take this poor 
bo} from his mo:her, and fell.him to Mr. Chromis, than 
has any one to fet-ch you away from me, and fell you 
to \\hoever chufes to become the purchafer. Probably 
his mother might be a jlarve to C:i.prain 1'.Jidas; but 
\vhatmadeherfor He boL1ghther with his 111011eJ• of 
thofe who had by , iolence torn her from her own 
country , and \i.·ho, therefore, had no more right fo to 
di!pofo of ha, than he had to purchafe her: which, after 
he had once done, he confidercd her =ind her children to 
be as much a: his difpofal, as he would 11is mare and 
colt, or any other, beafi: he pofieffcd. Tint this is a/a.{,, 

.fad \vick.ed practice, and I \VOtdd not be guilty of it for 
the worlJ : nor f;.iould the certainty of any increnfe ,--.f 
fortllne, e'.·::r tempt me to eng:ige in a way of life, that 
required /!a"l.,'t'S to L1bour for my emolument. 

P .. ay then mc.ci~rn, faid Sophia, do you look upon i\fr . 
nnd Mr5. Brua, anJ Mr. Faug, to be wicked people~ 
For you know, that \\·hen they were abroad they kept a 
grc~t m:in/ Daves. I be:ieve all l\1r .• Fang's fcrvants 
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were blacks. They might be blacks, replied Mrs. 
Rotchford, and yet pofiibly not jla<zm ; for Mr. Fang 
io. common gave them their liberty ; I know he 
did to fame, and they ferved him for w;-;ges, the fame 

as other fervants, and had ic equally in their po,ver to 

leave him, if they difliked his fcrvice. Mr. and Mrs. 

Bruce, I believe, did the fame, or if they did not, 

they treated them with foch confideration and kindnefs, 

that the yoak of their fl::very mufr have been greatly 
lightened. 1 will not, therefore, take upon me to 

pronounce, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce, or Mr. Fang to be 
wicked people ; for indeed I believe them to be much 
otherwife. 

In Jamaica th-ere are few c ther fervan ts be fide 

negroes; when, thC'refore, a number of there unhappy 
creatures, torn from their kindred and country, were 

brought to the market to be fold to the befi purchafer, 

the fame as horfes ,ind cattle are at our markets and 

fairs; they might buy them with a good intention of 
preventing their falling into crnel hands, and meeting 

with unkind treatment; and mean afcnwards to give 
them their freedom, as I believe they have to moll: cf 
them, We mul1: not, therefore, my dears, pretume to 

condemn every body as c-wicketl, ,vho may be in poffe{. 

fion of a negroe, without knowing ho0w, or for what 
reafam they are fo. We cannot read each other's 
hearts, or the various motives which actuate the conduct 

of another; confequently we are very ill qualified to 

judge them: that office belongs to the Supreme 

ieing, who fees the inmoft fecrets of all hearts. 
with 
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with much greater perfpicuity, that is more clearly and 
plainly, than we can their outward aB:ions. He, there­
fore alone, is the unerring Judge capable of rewarding, 
or condemning eve.c,y foul, according to their deferts. 
Let us then each one take care of ourfelves, and on no 
account commit any aclion which we think to be 
blameable, becaufe another does it: perhaps, to them it 
may appear innocent, and then they may be excufed for 
doing it. Or if not, and they a,e really guilty, their 
being fa will be no mitigation of our fault. v\rhilft, 

· therefore, I poflefs that notion of things I do at prefent, 
and have been taught to eileemjujlice and mrrcy toward !> 
all men effen tial req uifi tes in the charafter of a chri.C .. 
tian; I wouid not, for any worldly confideration , 
purchafe my f,:llocv.1 creatures as Jla1.:es. to labour for 
my benefit; and, debarring them from every enjoym<'llt 
of life, ufe them, as they too frequently are 11fPd. 
like beafls of burden; as if po!fcffed neither of under­
ftanding of mind; nor the fame feelings of body as 
onrfelves. 

Mrs. Rotchford was going to proceed with her re .. 
fl.ca ions on the inn umanity of making flaves, -v,hcn the 
entrance of Charlu, and Pompey dreffed in his ne\.V' 
clothes, put a Hop to her difcourfe. How do thofo 
clothes fit you, my dear? faid Mrs. Rotchford, addref­
fing herfelf kindly to the little negro. 0 ! mifireL ! 
mifl:refs ! replied he, fhaking his head and fhrugging 
up his Ornulders as he fpoke, thefe coats r-ood for 

0 Pompey.' me never foch before! Never mind that, faid 
Charles) you fhall have them now, however; I wi!h 
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my papa would come home to fee you; he will fcarceJy 
know you again; but yon want fomething more to 
~at by this time, do you not? He may have fome 
r.1ore now, madam, may he not? looking tow::ds his 
mother as he ipoke. Yes, replied Mrs. Rctchford, he 
iliall now have a bafon full of bread and milk which I 
think will be better for him than more meat. She 
then rang the bell and ordered fomc to be brought ; 
which he no fooner faw, than his eyes fparkled W}th 
joy, and meeting the fervant at the door, he devouted 
fr with little Jefs eagernefs than he had done his 
former repafL Cbarli?s ftood clofe' to him, looking 
H~1dfdl:ly in his face, whilfl: he eat it, anJ cxcl i'lim­
ecl as he e:-:1ptied the bafon, \.Vhat pleajure it is to 
fre him cat ! 0 ! how I with my father was at home 
to enjoy it! l am fore he will rejoice that we met 
.him ! Pompey, then patting his flomach with his right 
Jiand, whilll: he\\ iped his mouth with the back of his 
Jeft, advn need towards Mrs. Rotchford, and making 
l1l"r an aukward bow, faid, Jv1e tank you milhcfs, for 
that go:id fat, and that good drink; me will love you 
for be fo kind, as rnllch as if you black; but me do 
not Jove all white people! White people very bad! very 
crofs ! very crncl ! Me no love ,vhite people. Whi•c 
man it w;,s ufrJ to bea t all blacks in BarbadctJ; whire 
man hang me broLher T an4(v; white man firH- he:it me 
·mother, then han5 poor Tanh)'; white man too pulled 
:ne frori my mother, beat ho, bc<lt me, put me in 
f.b ip, bring me to Englami; 3nd \\ 11ite llLdl Lick n.e 
down, knock out me teeth, Lcat rr.e, lock me up \T,ith 
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coals, not let me eat, take off my clothes, pufh me 
away naked: me no love white mans! But I hope., 
faid Charles, though fome v.hite men have ufod you in 
fo bad a manner, you will not for that reafon di!1ike 
them a11: will not you love my father; that gentleman 
who ha11 let you come to his hou(e, and will rake care 
of you ? 0 ! yes, mailer! mailer ! replied the boy, 
me love you, love your father, love all thefe miftrefies, 
(pointing to Cha1·lcs's mother and fiftcrs as he fpoke) 
me love all that will not beat me, and il:arve me; but 
me no love all white people: they be very crofs; 
white man hang poor Yade_}'. Pray inform me, faid 

• Tvlrs. Rotchford, ,vho Tanlry \\as? and fr.r what reafon 
he v,·as hung? l fo ppofe lie had comn,i tted fomc 
crime, or he woul<l n0t have been fo fe\'c1tiy pun;J11ed? 
Tell me the truth what he had done? 

Yes, miHrefs, replied the boy, Pompry tell you all 
the truth about poor 'TanJ..cy; he me brother, fo good 
brotl.er, no better .in BadHuloes: me no. f.o big as he., 
by Jo much, holding his hand a little above his head, 
to D1ew the difference in their heigh ts. One d...1y me 
mother fick, in great pain rounJ her body, fo could 
not \\Ork, but fit down; fo 'Tan}ry and me fit down by 
her, to look at her when D1c fck. Then white man 
with whip in his hand, come w i? us all to make 
work: fo me get up, Tankty get up; bu t mother could 
not get up: then he ,,.Jiip her more, and 1:1;;ke her go 
\vork; but fhe not fianJ long, be--auk fhe fo fick; 
anJ when ,vhire ;i,an loo!~ 2way, fa Jown ag;;in, 
anu cry for her p,1in. Bue white man foon fo~ he:, 
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and whip her back to make her work: the blood 

came from her back, 1'he fcream out loud ; me did cry 

to fee, for me locued me mother, and fo did 'Tankey; he 

not like to fee her beat, becaufe ihe fick, fo he crept 

foftiy behind white man, and \\ith the hoe he work 

with, give him great knock on his head, and broke it; 
fo do\vn he tumble dead. \Ye all fhout for joy ; but 

one other \Vhite man hear us, and fee who done it; fo he 

take poor 'Tankey to mafrer, rna!l:er tie him up; and 

rnore white rnal:ers c,rder him to hang to a tree, then 

whi pt and left to cie. 0 ! me ne·ver .' never! forget 

poor <J'rmke_y .' Me hear him crying in my ears now for 

two d1ys b~fore he die; :1is back all blood! and he 

fo hungry! 0 ! me hatt wJ1itc man! me hate white 

1TI3.tl .! 
\Vh:it ! exclaimed Charles, with a voice, and look of 

horror, was he hanging for two days before he died? 

and did no one cut him don,n? Could not you have got 

at him to help him? 1i1e ! maP.er ! faid Pomp9•, me 

gi>t at him ! :No, no, me could not; white man 
watch hi rn ; ~nd any body that go to him, be ufod 

like him. How came you to go to fie him hanged J 

eriquired Soplia; I am fure I would have kej•t at a 

d!lta:1ce; how dreadful it mu!t h.ive been! and to his 

peer mo~hcr too, \\ here \Vas fl e? 0 ! mill re{,! re­

fomed the boy, fhe fee him too; we all fre him; for 

he v-:as ·hung and ,\hipt in mdl:er's o vn plan::ition, 

th:it all naves fee what they be done to, if chey {hike 

white man. So me not get out cf the {ight of poor 

r.TanJry, 0 ! it make me cold all ove:-, when me tink 
of 

t 
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of the cry he made before he die ! Me too little; but 
if me been a man, me ,would cut him down, and kill 
the white man that put him there, and the white 
nian that made us work clofe to him while he was 
frream out with pain. 

He deferved it indeed, I think, faid Mrs. Rotchford; 
b1Jt fhnuld not you have been afraid of doing that? 
Befidcs, do not you know it is very wicked to kill a 
perfon. Then why white man kill Ta,tf,ey? enquired 
the boy. Becat.fe, replied l.vfrs. Rotcbforcl, he fi rfl 
murdered the overlooker. And ferve him right, faid 
Pompry, for beat me mother when 01e :fick. lf not proper 
'Ta.>Jluy kill white man, white man no fl10uld kill Tanhy. 
Rut if white man kill Tanl.:ey, Pompey kill white man, 
if he C3n. Dut then Pompey would have been kiI:ed 
oo, faid Charle.r, Ah! mafer ! rn;ifl:er ! replied he, 

fl ta king his head, me no care for that l 'f an;.cy gone 
home andfrre now; -Tankry no {1:.ve :ig-ain. But fhou!d 
yon have liked to be put to death in the fhocking man­
ner in which you fay CJankey was? enquired Mifs 
,ifa.-y. Like jt rniflref~ ! repeated he, like it! no, be 
fore, me not 1ik:e it; but me not have wh:H me like. 
J\,Ie not like be put in D,ip; me not like be beat and 
kick, and !l:arve; but me not help it: and if me once 
dead me be glad, for then me go home and :10t be 
fla V{", 

How does he mean, m:1mma, that he ihould go ho//Je;, 
f.1id Jl.farJ, what a flnrnge manner of expreffing hirnfdf 
ti at is ! It may appear ftrarge, replied Mrs. Rot hford, 
to you, my love, who have been blefied with inftruc1ion, 

and. 
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and taught that after death, your foul fh:i.11, if virtuous, 
be admitted into glory and happinefs in Heaven; but 
this poor Loy, /limy, has never been informed of th ofe 
important truths mac.le known to us in the Holy Scrip­
tures; he has never heud the glad tidings of the 
Gofpe1, or been told of the immortality of his fonl. 
He, poor fellow! is ignorant of the mercy and loving 
kindnefs of hi~ Creator, nor ever been acquainted \,ith 
the love, condefccnfion, and cornpdfion, of his Re­
deemer. That holy religion which Chrijl has taught 
us, wherein life and immortalit;1 are bronght to light, 
and which affores .us that our patient endL1rance of evil 
here, /hall be o-reat'.v reward!!d in a life to come; hJs ;::, . 
never been prC,lLhe<l to him: ic is not, therefore, my 
dtar at all Jlrange, or to be wondered at, that he foould 
exprefs himfelf in different language, or have different 
notions of the fiate of his foul afte r death, from thde 
which we are t,rnght to entertain. J\nd never havir.g 
been made acquainted with God, and thofe good things 
which he has prepared for them that love him, ic is not 
at all jlrange that the highefi i<lca he has formed uf har­
pinefs, is rejl from the labou r of jl ... ,verJ', and qujec en­
joyment of a coun.ry or home, where no inhuman mafters 
!liail ryrannife over him : and this i:i the general received 
opinion of thefe poor unhappy ne~roes, ,,. ho have never 
had their minds enlightened b) the truths of Chrifii,rni_­
ty. But if this Lo1 ihould ccntinue any time with us, 
we l11all hav e an oppcnunity of reclifying his miltaken 
nojons, ,m<l introducing him to the kncwie,:ge of One 
Almigh~y Creator and Governor of all -things; and of 

Jtji,s 
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,, 
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J€fts Ch,·ijl, our Reeciemer and teacher of righte0uf­
nds ; and of having him bapti(ed into the chriH-ian 
faith. and become one of the difciples of Clrijl-. 

0 ! how I {hall enjoy that! faid CharleJ, ho'tu glad 
I am that we found him. So am I too, f .. 1ct Geo,g·, if 
I may he at his chri!tening; Pom}e_;•, fhall not y0u like 
to be chri ilened ? and be a chri!li,tn in/lead of <l. Marl? 
No, no, little mailer, replie( ; ht·, mt noc be cl1n1,i~n ! 
me not love chriili.:1n, they all bad n:en ! nw be goo <l, 
chrijlian l,ea~ H1c1: ],er ! chrijlian Dang roor Tan l.-,y ! 
cbrijl:,m 1J• ing me here! chn,. , .':n h·' .t and fr n· .i" ! 
me I" chril!im;; lL C' he PO)(l I l hope { 1 . : •• <l ;.,rr~ . 
Rot,r; ,,rd ; ~.nd you crnn ,, c a ch.-iii. ia •, 1.1r- Icfs v u 
areJ;ccd: thole cruel, b;id JtOp1e ;OU 111" 1:• =on we:-enct 
chriflians, FompEJ ; the) 0nly called ~h• mlel\,('S by that 
11ame, becaufe it is a go,~dcqie; and the.eforc tl.ey chofe 
to bear it: but no cruel, zml·wd, 'V.1:cf.cd people are 
c1'!iltians. '\--;lhen you have been longer with u~, arid 
know what good people chrii1ians are, I am fu1e 
yo u wi!I love them, and w1!h to be one too. 'i\o 
miftrefs, replied he, ihaking his head, me never lo\·e 
chrilli:rns, they bad people. But they are not ali bad, 
faid Cl:m·lcs, dtd not you f.1y,} ou would lo,·e my fatlicr, 
and my motncr ;.ere, who hare given you foch good 
victuals and drink; and tl0• iJre chriitians, Pcmff!J'· 
Mc n,J tink fo, faid he, they more ki:1d than chr Jlir.1:1. 
Me know it, chi ifl:i:rn \\ hicc man beat u~othcr, ... nd 
h:rng 'lankq. llut if they ,, ere, faid kitfJ', you need 
not ddlike all othen becaufe they \\ere \\.1cked. Poor 
fello,~ ! he :ms reafon to di!like the name indeed, re-

joined 
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joined Mrs. Rotch.ford; and I think, my children, yon 
could not poffibly have had a more convincing proof cf 
the injury the ,vickednefs of one perfon does to a whole 
community, than this now before you: or fee how 
much fcandal the crimes of an individual may bring 
upon a whole body of people. I h0pe,. therefore, it 
\\-ill ihew you all, the nec.cfli:y you lay under of be­
having in fuch a manner, as may reflect honor, in.fte2d 
of difgrace, upon that holy religion of which you prn­
fefs yourfelves members, fince you fee how much the 
ill cond ult of one, or a few individuals, may pejudice 
people againfl tl1e beil religion in the world, and even 
againft Omnipotence himfelf. 

Had the chriilians, whom poor Ptnnpey has been con­
nected with, behaved in any degree foitable to the 
name they bore; and in Read of being mjujl, cruel, and 
opprejjh.1e (pafitons all <lireetly contrary to the doclrines 
of Cbrift) made it their bufine!s to follow his com~ 
rnands, by being kind, gN1tle, and tendtT-brarted towards 
all; had they, infktd of inhumaniy tearing the poor 
negroes from their native land, to enriLh themfrlves by 
their toil and laboLJr, let them undil1urbcd have conti­
nued to enjoy th~t ref!: and peace, which God and na­
ture defi 6nc<l them: or 11.1d they, when they invaded 
their country, enlightened their undeifl:andings, by in­
ftruc.:ing them i-n the knowledge cf God, and their Re­
deemer; anJ at the fome time £re~tcd I hem, like \\ hat 
indeed th 'Y are, /;,whr,n and jdlc<.:.; aealun:s, <.:reared 
by the fame God, fufc, p•ible of the f:1me rlctfures, the 
fame p:lins, and equally cndo\',ed wiih fouls imm0r1al: 
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had they, I fay, behaved in this manner towards them, 
agreeable to the didates of the religion they proftfl 1 

they would not then have been looked upon with ab­
horrence ; nor would the name of chrijlian ever been 
confidered as a riiark of cruelty and Jin, as poor Pompcy 9 

and thoufands of his complexion now feem to regard it. 
Although, therefore, it founds dreadful in our ears, to 
hear a perfon refufin·g to become a chrijiian, becaufe 
they think all of that religion are wicked and bad, H:ill 
the difgrace falls on thofe, who, by their /Jeharviour have 
dijhonored their faith; and not on thofe ignorant, houjJ 
hearts, who, !hocked by the appearance of their crimes.,. 
refofe to embrace the fame religion, left they fhould 
thereby become partakers in their guile. 

Confider then, l fay, my children,. how great muft be 
the fin of thofe, who by their bad condult, deter others 
who are ignorant, from embracing the faith of Ch rift, 
or give thofe who are already enemies to the Lord, oc­
cafion to blafpheme and deride hi& holy name, and his 
power; when they obforve the afLions of the very people· 
who profefs to y, orD1i p him, de.filed with as much g11iln 
as thofe of favages ur heathens could be~ 

Pride, 3.nd an oflentatious reg;iru to the ov!c:.vard for­
malities of religion, is fo far from being acceptable to 
GoJ, that on the contrary, it is highly dif_pleafing to 
him. But though a!l IJJpocnjj is forbi dden by ou: 
Saviour, he comn,an<ls us to " Let our light fo fhine 
before 1 .. en, that tl:ey may fee 01..1· goo l works, a.nd 
glorify our father r✓ hich is in heaven." That alti:ough 

, l 'd J t t f . _\'te ,.I~ .uu1 ucn o pu on a gre,ncr af'/C(!rance o piety 
than 
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than we really poffefs, for the fake of g~.1ning the 
praife and approbation of men, who ran only fee our 
out'Tuard actions, and not the wicke<lnefs of cur hearts; 
yet are we not to be rjhamed of the God "'e worfhip, 

or the religion we profeis; but be careful to obey all 

its precepts, and behave u1--on every occafion as the 
difci ples of Chrijl ; carefully governing our lives by tbe 

laws he has given us; fo tkt every one may fee our 

concuft to be good and orderly; fuch as becomes rea­

foriaG1e creatures, and foitable to the dignity of onr 

nature- ; .-:nd be thereby led t0 glorify our fa1her c-which is 

i.11 lca'7 .. h'n; that i~, to en:ertain honour b;e opinions of 
tL . A ]mighty Beirg, whofe \'. orD1ippers they fer. be­
l1 i1\ ·· L ron ,di o--ca{ions :o picuDy row,uds him, and fo 
benn olcn t1y tow am~ men. 

It cc1tainly, faid Chai-les, is every body's duty to be 

good, atid behave r;ght; but I do not fee that one per­

fon's acting wrong is any re afon why we fhould either 

condemn his religion, or reflect upon his God. 'Tom 

Biton no\v, I know to be as vvicked a fellow as ever 

lived almofi; he flrikes his mother, gets tip fey, and 

is as bad a man, my papa fays, as c~m well be. Yet I 
do not, for that reafon, think the worfe of chriftianity, 
or fuppofc that all chrifl:ians mull: aft as he does. 

l fhou ld be fony, my dear, replied Mrs. Rotchfo•·d, if 
:::Ler the great pains which ha,·c been taken wi1 h your 

cd11c.,tion, and to inlhucl you in the pri11cipie~ of re­
ligion, )OU fhould, for the fake of one, or man; bad 
z:nen, be led to think ilightin~)y of it; or for a fingle 

moment difreipecHuily of your God, No g,1Jerow 
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or noble mind, wi11 ever ju,!ge hardly of, or condemn 
any feet or bodr of men, for the crimes of fome few individuals amongft them. And yet we muft confefs, 
th at fin is of fo odiow a nature., that it cannot but ca.fl: 
difgrace upon all who are connected with it. Th us 
the crimes of one member of a family frequently bring 
fuch difoonor upon the whole, that no perfon will men ­tion them \\ithout contempt, though doubtlefs many 
i1111ocwt ones may re11Jc with them. I know not, I am 
fore, of any mifcon d uct: in Joh1t Biton, yet from the 
infamous behaviour of his two brothers, crom and 
Cleo6is, I lhould be unwilling thd.t you, or any one J 
h;:;ve a r egard for, fhould form any intimacy wi:h him, 
becaufc I cannoc help feeling fearful, leJt ,he Oiou ld 
tllrn ou t like his bro thers; and yet very probably l1e may ~ifapp1ove their condu.tt: as nuch as we do. How 
irreparable then is the injury his brothers do him by ckrning fufpicions tipon him, which he may not iri the lc:tfl de(civc ! And be affu n:d, that in e\e ry family, 
every focicry, every kin.;dom, and cv..:ry country iL is 
the fame; the ill cfFtO:s of one perk n's crimes are frlc 
in proportion to the iize of the community he is con­
nected wid,. Thus, the injury Clalis and Tom Bit,m do 
their o:v;11 family, is J,rod,;) us; bccau/c they ::i re fo clofc.1 y 
connec'..lcu \\ ith them, and the far:ii!y fo few that thf.y can not, by their wmoit cxe1 tion, cc11ntcrGalance tl.c 
infamy 'A hich they draw on them. The diJhonor they 
draw on the p,.11)/; to wh'i;h they bclor.g, is lcfs fc\·erc)y filt , bccaulc diviJcd amongJl greater numbcn; and 
there are m,iny more wl10 may prove by their virtues, V oL. 11. H (hat 
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that they have no fellowili1p with them. The difgrace 

they draw on the kingdom in general, for the fame 

reafon, is fiill le!fened, and on the whole numerous 

body of chriitians throughout the world, it is not in 

the power of tn.,,uo young men to caft difgrace: 110 won­

der, therefore, my love, you who have no conneclion 

with them, fhould not think more flightingly of your 

religion upon their account. 

That, madam, returned Charles, is what I faid ; that 

though every body ought to be good, yet their being 

otherwife can do no great harm to religion in general, 

Yes, refurned Mrs. Rotchfvrd, that is what you faid, I 

know ; but yon are greatly mifl:aken. If it was pof­

-fible for cne perfon to continue wicked by himfelf, re­

ligion perhaps would not fuffer; and had PGmpey found 

but one (who called hirnfelf a chrifi:ian) cruel and un .. 

kind, he would not (had all the refi: been good) have 

been led to judge fo hardly of chrii1ianiry in general. 

.But, C:hnrles, this is fi,.r from being the cafe; no one 

perfon lives unconnecled from all others; the circle in 

wLich he move., is but a Ji11all one, and in that his con,. 

<lut1 and example is of grctJt importance, to the ,;,•:orld. 

ln the ,fir.gdom, the county, or even the ian/h, )Our 

p:-:pa m::y be but of fmall confeguence, and his beha­

viour cf little weight ; but in his own family, to 

hjs "J,ij:• , his chiliren, and his ;.,·,-,HlNt s, his con cl ua i; 
Qf the utmqjl importan::e, as well as to all his other rela-:­

tions; and arr:ong thofe people with whorn he has any 

de:ilir.gs or converfation. G~'verning his family v1.ith ch ;,~ 

tnJe f_pirit of c:hri i~i:mity by which he; directs all hi} 
~t1io.ns; 
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a-c'l:ions; do we not live po1Te1Ted of every comfort, 
&nd happy as th is world will permi t ,my of its inhabi ... 
tan ts to be ? But only for a moment fu ppofe, if yo11 
can fancy fo ch an al teration, tliat inH:ea<l of his con. fiant kindnefs and benevolence towards all; inr.ead of 

,;1.t all times addrefling yoa with the mild voice of gooJ 
humour and affcB:ion, he fhould h-e morofe and feltifo

1 foilen, furious, and vindic.1ive? Inil:ead of being ey•~t 
ready and defirous to contribute to the peace and fatif .. fa.clion of his family; confidering it as one point of his_ duty to promote their happine!s, he fhould imperioufly demand fervile attendance from them; and bec.1ufe he i.., majler of the houfhold, difregard che comfort of c.1.ny 

of its mc:mbers, and expect rhe inclinations of all co 
be facrificed to his alone? If, inflead of that conlb.nt. ci,eerfo! piety which he now !hews towards God, and 
th:it Hricl: regard which he pa) s to e\·ery religious Gt1ty, he \V.;s to blafpheme and frcff at his Creacor, 
an<l inJulge hi1nfelf in drinking, gluttony, and other crime:,-? If he was to defraud his neighbour, keep 
back the \\,,ges due to his fenanc-", opprt'ls the poc\ 
a·1<.! with malicious tongue, flander and raife e-.,jj reports 
ag:.inH others? If, I fay, your father \\as road in foclt 
manr.cr, conl<l a.ny perfon, do _vou f'uppu/e, 1..mdcr his 
roof be happy? Wonld not his conJu,:t le:id ;ou to 
conclude there was not any ncccifity for _>JJ,t to l)I~ Yery 
good, fince he who was your f.1 1/m·, and rcnfequcntly ought to he fo much wifer 1 fet you fo d:tter.:nt 3!1 es­
amrlr, and took no p:i.ins to inllrn.:c :·cu in Y.1hat \·:ai; r~ght and ju!l? \Yould not the ferranrs too, \Vho ought 

H 2 ..to 
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to rcfpecl: their mafier, be tempted t0 think, that they 

might neglect to perform tht·ir duties, ai well as he 

might omit to praftice his? And might not his wife 

alfo, either through fear of his difpleafure, or Minded 

by partiality, be tempted to practice his crimes, and 

thereby become partaker in his guilt? Thus might 

the wickednefs of cne perfon fpread through, and 

poifon the hearts of a whole family: nor be;ievc me, 

v,:ou ld it ftop there: a family, no more than a fingle 

Jc>fiJI, can fub,:11 by i{/e!J~ unconnected with many 

others; every br:.:1ch of it i3 therefore of impr,rtame, 

as e,·ery br:rnch of it is a:quainted \\ith numbers of 

othe: people, all of \\ hom may be influenced by bad 

ex.:-rnple. 
if :,ou recollect , Dr. PFatts fays in one of his liltle 

poc.n~, " One fickly Dieep infects the flock; and 

pcifons all -the reil." He makes ufo of this JJmilc to 

convince hi::i yo~ng rc:1.ders of the Janger of evil com­

p?.ny; and 11oth ing can 'be wor~ j u!l th:rn th~ rcma1 k: 

f;1r DS thofe cli'lim pers to \\ hich fltcep 2.rc liable_:. "re 

k:·1own to fprc::d very quickly arnong!l them , fo that a 

v-. hole flock w:11 fo•J'.1 cr.tch the contagion from onlv one 

that i:; di fcz.fcd ; jn like manner, the conc1.gion of 

,,, ick,~dnefs fprea<ls \I. ith inconcciv:-,ble rapidity, :.w<l by 

c1::i.i1y feeing •:ice in eth('rs, people com-, a t la!½ to prac­

tice it t;1c:mfrivcs: they ag;.in, gi\·e the Jike ;)1 example 

to more, who will alfo f:nd many to cory after them. 

ThGs ·:ice defufcs itfc:lf like a flood over the bnd, and 

no ror.n c.:n pre:cnd to fay, wtcrc the evil (wliich was 

-bc::run :i.t fir2:, Gv onlv one pcrfon) may 1lop: or to hovv 
""' , # • • , 

1 ,n:mo~ 
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,-emote ages it may fpread its baneful influence. Of fuch 
g reat, fuch mighty importance therefore is it, that every 

1 

individual upon earth fhould look diligently to himfelf, 
and guard his own heart, le[t he fhoul~ not only himfelf 
fall into evil, but draw afLer him many others, by the 
force of his ill example. 

\1/hen people, who pretend to profcfs the religion of 
Chrijl, all wickedly~ you cannot wonder rhat thofe who 
me ignorant of its real importance and <Value, either 
through \Vant of education, or from being born in a 
heathen land; you cann ot , I fay> wonaer th:it th•~y 
{hould for m but a bad idea of that religicn, ,vho(e 
members they beheld fo corrupt. Thus guilty be: ond 
all expreilion arc they, who boa1l of having Chrijf fL)r 
their mar1er, an<l yet Jive in <lireEt opprn1tion to ld:i 
bv,,rs. 

But though every wicked perfon is. a difgrr.cc to his 
family, and the community to which he belongs; aP.cl 
\vill undoubtedly, by his bad conducl, 1.._,ad mc:.ny 
people to judge hardly of them for his fake, fl:ill l fho11 1c.t 

be very forry that any of you, my children , D1 oultl 
give way to this method of reafoning; and becaufe 
you fee fame in divid ua1s gui lt_v, !honld therefore con­
clui:le, that all with whom they are connected, rnufl: be 
fo likewife. Tt is an unman{)•, ungenerous way of proceed­
jng, and the fore fign of a 1·mm and narrow fpirit, to 
condemn whole l::,odics of people for the crim ~s of fume 
few particular perfons. Th us Mr. Safe em·eighs witl1 
the gre2tdl: violence againft all phyficic.ns, becaufe he 
ur.fortunately has known one or t'<-1.;o diilione11 men of 

H 3 that 
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that profeffion; by them he judges of the refr, an4 
condemns them all as filfijh, mercenary wretches, who 
enrich themfelves by hurting the conil:itutions of their 
fellow creatures. But how u1Jki11d, how u11j11JJ, how 
ttvicked a method of deciding is this! And how litt1e 
would he himfelf like to be fofpecl:ed as a di!honeJl 
lrader, becaufe many merchants have proved themfeh·es 
to be fo; and yet, fuch is the way in which he judge, 
of his fellow creatures. Nor is he the only perfon 
guilty of this fpecies of injujlice; too many there ant 
who not re.Reeling how thty would like to be fo treated 
themfelves, condemn numbers where ·one only is de­
ferving of blame. 

In how fhamefol ar!d unmannerly a way did Mr, 
Croft the other day abufe and condemn the whole bod I· 
ef clergymen as fo many hypocrites; becaufe Jome, oui 
<>f the prodigious number there are of that profeilion, 
.have indeed been foch. All thofe he could recolJecl:., 
who had behaved mifoecoming their facrcd funcl:ion, 
.he readily enumerated, and with malicious p1eafore 
recorded their names an<l dcfeB:s; but thofc, who by 
their piety and many godlike virtues hnve been, and 
~re, b1e.lilngs to fociety, and an honor to humanity, theft 
he omitted to mention, .:nd only }J:i.feJy rau!~ed them 
upon the fame level with the undefer-ring and \\ id.c<l. 

What! exclaimed Charlu, ea gerly, would he--<:all 
·1ny uncle George Rotchford, or IVIr. Cb1x/es, rz.l'idwl r!nd 
/Jad men, becau[e they are cft.rgpnen .P Cr would M1. 
Saft, fa:d Sc'f'bia, call Dr. Ba/111, and Dr. AftlamJ,u 
and Mr. So.ft, and Mr. SNcl, bad men, bccaufe they 
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t;re phyficians and Jurgeons? for I believe they are 
all very good men, do not you, madam? Indeed, 
my dear9 I do, replied Mrs. Rotchford; and to 

form an ill opinion of them, becaufe Dr. Leach and 
Mr. B,ifiris may he mercenary, and care not how much 

their patients foffer, provided they can but be paid for 

their attendance, is as unjufl: as it would be to puni{h 

your brother for any fau 1t his fchool-fellows may 

commit; or to hang your papa becaufe he was brought 
up to the fame bufinefs as Mr. Scyron, who fo treacher­
ouOy broke open his friend's efcrutore, and robbed him 

of the bank-notes which it contained. But unjuft and 

detefiable as is this method of judging, you will meet 
with many who are guilty of it; who even carry their 
mean prejudices fo far, as to condemn not only who'.e 
bod ies and profeffion~ of men, but alfo whole nations 
and countries. So far does Mr. Crift carry his want of 

charity (for 1 can call it by no better name) towards 
his fellow creatures, that to hear him talk, one rnuft 
fo 1)pofe that there was not an honef'c man to be found 

any where 011t of England, and fcarcely indeed in it, if 
not of his o·,\·n bufinefs and county. He appears by his. 
converfation to think every part of the globe, except the 
f mall fpot he rcfides on, inhabited by rogues, cowards, 
knaves, fools, and hypocrites; not confidering, that in 
every nation, every county, every parifo, and among{l 

all ranks ::rnd profeilions of men, there are many to be 
foun<l who ;:i_re poffe!fed of noble, honeft) ::i.nd Yirtuous 
fouls, who \\Ould fcorn to commit a bafe aclion towards 
,heir follow· creatures, or be guilty of the fmalleft im-

H 4 piety 
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picfy towards their God. And, whoever fu ppofes other .. 
\\ifc, difcovcrs a hitternefi of mind, and wine of charity, 
which may indeed claim our pit_)•, but muft forfeit all 
our ejhem. 

Mrs. Rotchford's difcourfc was here abruptly bro1-:en 
oR-: by Pompe/s falling fuddenly on the floor, and as he 
was falling, he ftruck his face wi:h violence againi1: the 
corner of a table. l'vlrs. Rotch.ford, was deeply engaged jn 
counfelling her children, whili1 they were attentively 
Jifl:ening to her advice; they, therefore, h:id none of 
them obfervecl that Pompey, to ·whom much the greatdl: 
part of the difcourfe had been unintelligible, had 
dozed as he flood, and were not a little a.fl:onifl1ed to 
l1ear him fall down amongft them. At firll:, Mrs. 
Rotchford was fearful that he had been in a fit, not in 
the Jeafl fufpetling the real caufe; but he foon eafed 
.her of that apprehenfion, for getting up, and putting 
liis hand to his cheek, which ftreamed with blood, he 
called out; 0 ! r,ne ! 0 ! me! me brake me face in 
me Deep! 

What, were you afleep, Pom}~, ? faid Ch.,u-lcs. Yes, 
mafl:cr, replied he; rnillrefs talk, and talk: fo long, me 
go to Deep, for me not know what fhe fay . But O ! 
me face fo bad! me not know \vhat to do, it hurt fo 
much! Poor fellow ! fail Mrs. Rotcl:.ford. I am forry 
l talked fo long as to occ:1.fion you th:s mifchancc ! but 
1 will put fomcthing to your face, Pompq, th:tt I hope 
will cure it, and foon make it better, I dare fay. She 
then very tenderly bound it up \\ ich fuch app}ication 
as !he thought would heal it; ind PomptJ', though rhe 

WOllnd 

\' 

n 
C 

( .. 
I 
I• 



Cf'he FR 1 EN D LY Co u N s Er.Lo R. 1 o 5" 
·wound was really a deep one, and very much hruifcJ, 
111ade not the leaf!: word of complaint during the rime 
of its ~reffing. As foon as it was done, he nodd e<l his 
head, faying, Thank you, miil:refs, you be very good, 
me will love you white woman. Harriot and Georgl',_ 
were not a little aflonifhed to fee the blood which 
flowed from the wou nd , of the fame colour as that which 
on any accident came from their own fingers, or cheeks. 
Pray, mamma, faid Gwrgf, with an air of forprife,. 
cou ld yon have foppofed that that inkey looking boy 
would have ha<l fuch red blood? Did not you expect 
to fee it look. like ink or mud? I am fore I did; did 
not you , mam ma: 

I cannot fay that I did, replied Mrs. Rotchford, be­
caufe I knew that it was 11 1Jt fo; and that the colour of 
the blood has nothing to do wit h the oudi<le com­
plexion. Do you fo :'pofe, George, the blood of your 
papa's horfe, and that of CharftS's, would be very dif­
fcrcn t, becaufe one is black and the other white; or if 
thofe two, and my boy, were all to be blooded, fl1ould 
you exped to fi:d t hree cliflcrent fhades ::iccorJing to the 
colour of thnir hair? I do not know, fain Georgf, how 
] lb uld eY,Ject tha t ; I h:i.ve n 'l t thou:-ht about it )'Ct: J ~ 

but I kno.v 1 never could have expected to ree r£d 
blood cc, rne fn m that l/1ck b.?y . I dare fay, my p-: pa 
will be furprife<l ,,, hen he l.e1rs ir; T wil l ke"p a little 
bit of the rag- it c:ropped upon to !hew him ; for I 
am fure he will be ai1:onifhecl ; do not you think he 
v.i11, llarri ,t, when he fees it? Yes, T <houlc. fuppofe 
fo, replie<lHarrio1;·cnly, per:hap~, as WJll 33 my mamma, 

he 
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he may !mow before this time, that black people have 
red blood. Do you think he does, mamma f O ! yes, 
rny love, replied Mrs. Rctchfird, I do not in the leall: 
doubt his being acquainted with that; fo George need 
not trouble himfelf to f,n-e a bit of dirty rag for the 
fake of his fe~ing h, as it wj!l not to him appear any 
thing wonderful. \,Vell but, faid George, as you can­
not be quiti' /ure, and certain, and tefitirve, that he ha, 
ever feen a blac!{ boy's blood, I think I had better 
keep a little to !hew him in w/e he ihou!d not, for l 
:am fore I never faw any before, and fo may be, he has 
not. He then took a little piece of the rag with which 
he had wiped Pompty's face, and defired hi~ mamma to 
put it in her work-bag till 11is p;ipa returned; which 
Jhe objetling to do, faying, fl1e thought it too dirty to 
put in her bag, he Ruck it up wi,h a pin again ft the 
door; for as that was black, he faid, he was fore it 
col!ld not dirt or do any harm to it. 

From this moment, George grew very impatient for 
the arrival of his father, that he might have the plea­
fore of !hewing him what he eCT:eemed fo Hrange a phe­
nomenon: nor WJS Charhs lcfs defirous of his return, 
to relate to h1m :,.]] that Pompey had told them, and that 
lie might fee ho·v kip?}' he a;1peared, now he had h2d 
fome vitluals and dri.nk, anJ wr:s fo cornfonably 
clothed. Mr. Rotcl;_ford, ho\; evfr, did not return till 
paft eight in the evening; \, hen 1:ie entered the mom 
where they w~re al! fit:ing, a!ld -1.0fo,-..·g for his com­
rany. The mon~ent they faw him, they flew to hint 
with ·t!1at gloN of a.fii..C,ion, whi-..h all .dutiful chi.dren, 
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ble11.ed with fo kind and good a parent, m ufl: naturally 
fee l after every little feparation. Whilfl:, on his part, 
he faluted them with that cheerful good humour, and 
tendernefs, which confl:antly accompanied all his words 
a nd aftions, and rendered him fo defervedly dear to 

his family. Nor did he forget to pay kind attention 
to poor Pomp)' , whom his humanity had fo happily 
relieved; but going to him, and taking hold of his 
hand, thus accofted him; \Vell, little fellow, how do 
you find yonrfelf? Are you more comfortable than 
when I lafl: faw you ? Have you had any food? for you 
then com plained mnch of hunger. I fee you are 
clothed, and I hope you are happy. nut \vhat, faid he, 
looking at his face, what is all this ban dage for? Hav~ 
you met with any accident? He has tumbled down, 
and Cdt his face, and got nd blood , exclaimed George, 
before PompiJ cou1d anfwer; and fetching the rag 
to his father , \allowed out in a loud voice, Look 5 

papa! look papa! could you have foppofcd fuch a 
thing? 

i\1r. Rotclford paid no farther attention to him 1h;-.n 
ge7tly putti;;g him back v.ith his hand, wliillt he again 
cnqu1red of Pcmpry the reafon of his face berng bound 
up. 0 l maftcr ! mafr~r ! faid he, me go ileep, and 
fo me fall down, t!nd brake hole in me face ; but m~ 
not mind that; mifl:refa f yr; it wi!! be we!!; and. 
me h:ive eat fo much ; ~nd fo warm in this coat ! 
0 ! me will ki'C you white p~oplc in this houfe, you 
aJ] fo good, B ... 1.t they arc all chrUlians, faid Chm·les. 
Then me will ioy~ cJri:~i~u::.s too, replied I'om,try; O I 
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me fo happy, fo warm, fo no fick; me will flay }1ere 
n:ith you, ma11:er; me never go away mo,·e. 0 ! I do 
not know what to fay to that! anfwered Mr. Rotcl.jord. 
Jn the fir ft place, I have no right to keep you, you be­
long to Mr. Chromij; and he may punifh me for de­
taining you from him. 1n the next place, you may 
not be a good boy; by your own confeflion you have 
beeo guilty of diD10nel1y; and, for ought I know to 
the contrary, you may likewife be a liar, idle, and mif. .. 
chie,·ous: befides this, I ha,·e a great many children of 
my own, and do not at all wi01 for a little black boy to 
add to their number; fo that I wo,1ld not have you 
expecl to continue ulways wich me. You fl1al1 ftay here 
to-nJght., and to-morrow I will write to Mr. Cl:,1wnis to 
in form him where you are, and to eng uirP, if the ac­
count you give of yourfelf is true. Ye5 fore, m;:fter, it 
is, faid Pom/9 1

, burfting into tears, _/io-e rne fay ~11 
true. Then falling on his knees, and lifting 1:is h:rnds 
in a fopplicating manner, 11e co :-itin ued, Pr:i~.-, pr:iy 
maft ·r, not gi~·e me back to 1\failer Chromis .' l\Ie C;-tn 

not go ! 1\I.:.H:er Chromii bad •u.hite m~n ; be:.it me; no 
g:n me \'ictu,11s: put me in t:0 e coals; beat me again; 
kick m<>; knock out my tce,!1 ; me c;rn not go to him ! 
l\lc ciie 1f me do! V,· ell , poor fellow, re-joined Ivir. 
Rotc.:J rd fl:..i:, _voi;r tectrs, \\ c \\ ill lee wha' c .. n be done 
w\ h you ; bur, 11t1e d, J c,:n:10, promi(c to kct p )OU 
here. (.) ! ) ··~ ! j ~ ~ ! _I f' :,! 1!1 ·:J:er ! rr:.y do! foid he, 
11 c be- gorll· i n_ • ! nH' /;/,ick; 110 white! me not hurt 
p5>} I Ye. ., , ll go to be, r.ow, however, Pompey, 
{~il Jr Potrl , · ~ ~nd will, I hope, have a &;ood 
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11ight's refl:: in the morning we will confider farther 
of the matter; fo good night to you. Then ringing 
the bell, he defired the fervant to fhew him to the bed 
that was prepared for him; and Pompey, after m;king 
a number of bows, retired, (his eyes fwimming in 
tears) and flowly walked after the fervan t. 

The moment he was gone, little George again claimed 
the attention of his father, and ciimbing upon his knee, 
l11e\ved him the rag he had fo carefully prcferved for 
his infpeltion; faying, at the fame time, Look here, 
p~pa ! I beg you will u,ke a great deal of notice of 
this! Pray what colour do you call this blood upon it? 
R rd, foid Mr. Rotcl.ford; bllt what are you keeping 
that little naHy dab for? Throw it away ! I do not 
like fuch dirty things ! It is not u'irty, Sir, rejoined 
George; I kept it on purpofe for you to fee; 2nd you 
fee tl,is l lood upon it is red. Only think how very 
!lnnge it is ! for do you know, it cair.c from P&mp1J•'s 
face! l'\ow could you h,we believed th 2t foch a Mack 
boy, would ha\ e had his biood made of t:-iis COlill1lon 

cc.Jour? Arc you not very much forprired at it? Pfhaw ! 
you little filly fdlow l foid his father, pn ling him by 
his t\\O !110u,ders, anJ killing him as he ipckc, js that 
all me n,i::,ht_, mai.lcr of alloniih:r.cnt )'OU lL.ve to com­
muni1~atc? Go, go to Led; for it is time )Ou ,,,ere 
ther:c:; fo g,)od ri~ht, you lit ·.'.e monkey. BL,t I can­
.not go to LcJ, S;r, tiil you fay fomething about this 
wm1c.t>rfol thi 11; 1 ha ve ii.c.: w:1 you, repljed l c, for both 
.flurht ~nd l \\Cn: fo furs nl~d abouc it you cannot 
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think !-That a Mack boy fhould have red blood like 
ours! 

Aye, '71£ry like yours indeed, rejoined rvrr. Rotchford, 
an<l was your £kin and his to be {hipped off, there 
would be no difference to be difcovered between the 
bl ack, and the white boy. And are his bones li ke 
mine? enquired George. Exaflly, replied his fathe r, 
and not only his bones, but his fiul too, is of the fame 
immortal, never-dying nature; and like yours, will be 
for ever happy in the kingdom of Heaven, prO\· ided hti 
endeavours to be good and do his duty. Wh at then , 
faid George, are black people the fame as white people, 
all but their ugly outjide? ExaB!_y , my love, rcpl i~d 
Mr. Rotchf r,rd, and ought therefore to be treated in the 
fa me manner, and not mifafid, opprdfad, enJ!a•ved, and 
,hnjlifid, as if they were on ly beafl s of burden : nay, 
even fome times worfe than that, as if they had no feel­
ing at all. Should you like to be a blac k, papa? en ­
quired George. 1 do not thi nk, return ed hi s father, 
the outward complexion of a pe rfon is of any pr odigiMu 
.ccnfeq uence ; though amon gfl: the Europeans, that of a 
neg; o is in general fo much difl iked , that I cannot 
fay I !110 u l <l at a l I ch u fc to h ave i t. And i f yo u m ea" , 
ihoul<l I li ke to he in their !tatc of unen igh tened igno­
ran ce1 or en d ure the har<llhip of Oavery ; mofl: un~ 
doub ted ly I !hould not; though I had eve n fa r rathe>r 
fubm it to the worft: they foffer, th :rn be like their 
maO:crs who idl.ict it. T heir torments, poor crea tures, 
will end \\ ith their live, ; but the p t1 n1!h me11 t of thofe 
~rnel wretchej YI ho enflave and mifu fe them, fo con trar / 
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to the will and. commands of God; will but begin 
when their prefent life is finiihed, and continue to tor­
ment their fouls with that dreadful angui!h which God 
has prepared for all the inhuman, uncharitable, and 
wicked, in the world to come. 

Little Ga;rgc, now h;s father had feen the blood of 
Pomp9, and exprdfed no furprife at the colour of it, 
went contentedly to bed. Du~ing the evening, Mr. 
Rotch/ord wrote the following letter to Mr. Chromi!, 
ready to difpatch by the next morning's pofi:. 

SIR, 
J This morning rwm flopped on the read ly fl negro toy> 
r;,vho fi/icited m_y charity; he was fcarcely covi:rt1d, and co,11-

plaimd of great huJ1ger and rv;a11t. He /ays he was fold 
to ; ·ou bJ' Captain Midas ; and that I hree day ago you dif­
:'lliJTed him fi om ;our fir•vice, upon acc-ttnt cf his hacuiilg 
kpt back Jome 11,oncy c:which he had 1·ecei0ved for ycu in 
change of a guinra, lf J'Ott C1J..

1ill he fa 0Uigi11g as to fa·vor 
;n,: ':Wtth a line, ar(/uaintimr me whrtber this is the rral l -~ 

trnth; a11d i,1formi11g me :it·hat kiud of a lad he i!, c:iuith 
t·ega•·d to his gmeral beha-viour, abilities, and temper, it 
.z,vill L.: rjleo11cd an ci./igation IJ', Sir, 

roz:r humMe fir'VaJII, 

CHARLES ROTCHFORD. 

Four d:iys pafied bcfcre Mr. Rotch.ford received any 
nnfwer to his enquirit·~: duri11g which time, Pompey be­
h aye<l \\ iLh the greateJl docilir:·, and grateful attention 
to every woru t:1at w:is faid io him. He often repeated 
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his earncfl: rcq uclr, to be permitted to ihy; but Mr. 
Rctclford refu led mnking him any prornifes of that 
kind, till he f11ould. receive a Jetter from his ma1kr, 
which :it length arrived, and was a~ follows: 

SIR, 

! D,fcr net 011e n:tmcnt to a1f1.1 • .Jer )'CUr l.tter, 6eca11.fe I 
Jhcuid be fany ~r)'Ou •1. 1.:cre to gi-ve a1!,r com1tcuance to t/.;,,t 
li!t.'e 11:gro t'OJ, ::.tho lcs intr11mdh,·1llj lfujo11Jcur m,tice • 
.b) the de.fcri!'tiou JOU J;•;,,•e rf /;ii):, l:e mu.fl be the Jame as I 
iun!cd out o/ lliJ' do~n an aaomzt of his robbing me of 
fcur jhilli11gs; mr <:vas that th,·ji1-Jl time he has di.fco·wr­
ed mt iuclin11tio1t fr-r purloi;z:·11g, and other bad tricks. In 

J!x,rt, Sir, ij)ou cz.~•il/ be advj_ftd b.J me, _you ·cvi!I get rid 
of bim immediate[r; for he is a gcod-for-11ctl.,ing, flupid, 
dtjho,,~,IJ, lnz_y DO)' ; and, like the r~fr of his culrnr. fit ou[r 
to ll' hp to to,i mu/ hard lcbrnr. He 1,uj:ht pffh{r be of 

.fame .f. r-v.:rt' if fint to '7.i..:orl.: in 1hc Jitgar plauatious hz J~.­
maica; hut 'i.t,,·i/11tl'<J1 r do t,l!J' thing u,ula tlJt _ff,;--:..,t'rnliio.t 

of 11s Eng]1i11111en, '<J,,ho hc:ve JtOt th,? a,·t if ,-,,..,,.,:a~r;/11g tle 
6/u(ks as th,y do abroad. He :-was i11 my j;um6 t!bu,tt a 
t-1-1,,·tl'-·o;z ;n/ h; d,,rin,? -1-::hich time le did mort' mijc/.,i~f; wH! 
ga·,Je 11t,? . 1,1 ri: plagNe, t/;;;w all h,mrlrcd if his [;ftffk l'l'ctl.·rnl 

I am thus part.:cu/,1r that )'tW 111c:;· bc'ttn· 
Im ,w r,_v/J,1t m.thods JOit r;ug-ht to 1\ojue -7,,~·/th I'. im; at:d 
a111, Sir, 

LY K C U S C .H R O Jl,11 S • 
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As {oon as Mr. Rotchford h;:d read t'he letter, he 
save it to his fon, faying, There, Charles, you fee 
what fort of ch.arac1:er l\1r. Chromis has given PomJey ;· 
Judge, therefore, what \vill be proper for me to do 
:with him. Charles too.k the letter, and after reading 
it over very attentively three or four times, faid, \Vel1, 
Sir, 1 hope this will not make you .difmifs hjm. Not 
make me difmifa him I repeated his father; \Vhat ! 
would you <7.':,Jh me to keep a lazy, dijho,ujl, .flupid, 
gr;cd for.nvthing boy in my family? No, Sir, not if he 
is dtjer•ving of a1l thofe appellations, replied Charles;, 
but as fame of them, I am .fut·i, arc fa/fi, fo we may 
conclude ll1e 0thcrs a1e alfo: in the firH: place, his d~f­
l cmJI;• you knew before, for Pomf'r._;•, ingemmy[y told rou_ 
of that crime himfelf; and hi!> mailer has given nQ 
farther proof of it, though he fays he difco\'ered an 
inclination to purloining; pcrh:ips he might allude to 
}lie fiJ\\ I, which Pompey told ll!> lie took when he. was 
h.1]f ftarved. Then, as for his being/a~, that likewife 
Pc,mpf'J• cold us his mafl:er accufed him of, when he gave 
l1irn work beyond his flrength to perform ; and I am 
fore ii.nee he bas been here, he ha:i n1ewn no figns of it; 
he lias woi ked con thntly in the garden; and Thom ,.u 
himfelf fays he rubs the tables as\\ ell a~ he C?.n. The11 
3gain, for hisjlupidit.)', you know lhe gardei1cr told }'Oll 
yeHerday, Sir, that he ne\·er fow a mo1e handy acute 
lad in his life; and I think, if he haJ not fame idea.­
of honor and veracity in his head, he would never havi:: 
told you all the various faults he wa.; turned away from 
both his malters for; fo that I dare fay he ii a 'Very 

{oL. lI. I good •I 



1 I 4 (]'he Ro T c H :F o R D s ; or, 

good boy; and I am fore, if I ,vas you, I would keep 

him, and inftrucl: him, poor fellow, in what is right 

and wrong, which he has never yet been told. ·well, I 

confefs, faid Mr. Rotchford, you plead very earnefily 

and juflly for him; but do not you think, if I keep him. 

after the fair warning which Mr. Chromis has given me 

of his bad difpofition, that I fhall drfer<ve to foffer by 

l1is villany? Fair warning t replied Charin, I can fee 

nothing very fair in the reprefentation of Mr. Chrcmis; 

I believe it to be no better than a pack of maliciou, 

liu, to pre\·ent your keeping him, left you fhould dif­

cover what an zmjufl, true! m2.fier he ha~ been. 0? 

fie, my dear! faid 1\1r. Rotrlfcrd, wliat an uncharitablei: 

way of judging is that ! you know nothing of Mr. 

Chrcmi, .' why then fhould you conclude him to be fo . 

bad a man? l will teJl you why I think fo, Sir, faid 

Charl~s; bec::ufe his letter feems ~wri ten in the mote 

tmgenero,u ill-natured manner poflible. Only re:H-i it 

t:1rough again, Sir, and you will fee that he not only 

accufe:; this boy of all fo rts of cr;rr:cs, but fay£, all the 

refr of his colour are as bad, and are only f.t to be maJe 

rn la!JOt:r and toil to a degree beyond "'hat Et:;J:/l men 
can make them do. And the~1 he fays, I'oillpty h;,s 

<lone him more mifchief than a h:mdrccl of his 61,u} 

brethren are •u·orth; as if he thought, that bec::ufo 

they are black, they are not as ci,•al,,able as him/elf. 

And then obferve the uncharitable manner in ,\hich he 

expreffes himfelf in the fir.ft pafTage of his letter; " I 
am forry you ihould give any cauntcn.nce to th:it little 

negro deg, ,vho has wtrudcd himfelf L1pon your notice;'' 
1. 2:d 
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and then, again, " He muft be the fame as 1 tur11ed out 
cf 11,y doors." Surely, Sir, by all thefe expreflions, we may reafonably conclude, that he muft be Qf an un. gmerous, cruel difpofition; and as you know, you have often told me, that cruelty is an attendant upon cowar­

dice, I think we may well foppofe he is afraid of your <lifcovering how he has ufed poor Pompey. Now, only ~ _ t me beg of you to read his letter over again with at­tention, and fee if you think I have judged too feverely of him from it : or if you can find in your heart to 
turn the poor fellow out of J"Oltr doors, as he did, to jlar'Ve, to flea/, and at length to <lie, either in a ditch, with hunger; or to be hanged for fome_theft which he may be o/,,liged to commit. 

My dear boy! faid Mr. Rotchfr,,-d, rifing, nnd -clafping his fon in his arms as he fpoke; your generous zeal for the unfortunate delights me! and the conclufions you have drawn from 1\1r. Chromis's letter, are foch as do 
honor to your hm11aJiit_y, as ,vell as pcmtration. Believe me, my fentiments, upon reading it, were the fame as 
your's; and far from prejudicing Pol)!pe_y in my opi­nion, it fervcd but to fl:rengthen the favourable idea I had already formed of him, fince he mentioned not a fingie fault, that he had not himfelf nonefl:Jy ccnfdfod in our firfl: convcrfation with him. Then again, as you juil:iy obf,rve, his ur.gwcrous invetlive thrown at the w/;:; /e race of neg-ros, evidently proves, that his a\·edi, n to this boy, proceeded from no jufl: <liflike co 

him in particufoi', for any crjmes that he had cc,m. 
mitted; but w. s the effect alone of a narrow-minded 

I 2 prejudice., 
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p·ej udice, which J1e entertained again ft all his country .. 

men, or colour: and th_us with you, Charin, I think 

indeed, we have it under his own hand, that he is of 

~n ungenerous, inhuman, cruel dif pofi cion, con req u en tly a 

perfon whofe reprefentation of others, I fhall pay no 

regard to. Go then, my love, and tell Pompey to at. 

tend.me, but fay not one word, J charge you, refpea. 

ing what has now paffed between us, or of my inten .. 

tion of keeping him. 
Charles waited not to be told a fecond time, but 

jumping over a chair that fi:ood betwixt him and the 

door, Rew with all the expedition which his generous 

feelings could infpire to feek for Pompe;·, that he migh t 
'introduce him to his father, to bear the goo'd fortune 

that attended him. But the glow of pleafure that 

animated _his bofom was a little overcafr, when he 

found Pompry feated on the ground, his right elbow 

upon his knee, and his head reclined upon his hand 

with a melancholy countenance, and his eyes fireamin_g 

u·ith tears. My poor Pompey, exclaimed Cbarlcs, I am 

come to call you to my father, he wants to talk with 

yot1 ; what is the matter? A.re you unwell? Are you 

:iick ? 
0 ! no, maf!:er, me no fick, foid Pompey, rifing and 

:iliaking hi.s head ; but me bc:d boy ! me dq rnif­

ch ief ! gardener fay me f11all be kick out. No! no! 

\vhy, what ha\'e you <lone? enquired Charlo. Me pull 

tip all great many flr;::uer;) cabbages, and /int tlillgs, 

·replied Pomp•), me tink they weeds, fo me work hard, 

~,11 foo;-i I.his morning, to do it ; but me kill them all, 
an~ 

j• 
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aftd gardener fay I fhall be kill myfelf too: me no fo 
good as ca66age. Well, I am forry you have done fo, 
faid Charles, but it cannot be helped; never mind it, 
you !hall not be killed, fo come to my father, for he 
,vants you fad1y. And then, without flopping for any 
anfwer, away he ran in doors firft, as if his expeditio11 
would have introduced Pompey the fooner to his father; 
put he, poor fellow, walked fiow Iy behind, fearful o» 
appearing before fvfr. Rotchford. At length, however, 
.he peeped in, opening the parlour door, fcarce wide 
enough to admit his face, whilfl: his body remained on 
.the outfide; but Charles feeing him, called out, Come 
in, Pompey.' how flow you walk! my father wants 
you, I tell you ! 

Pompey then advanced towards l\1r. Rotchford, and 
falling on his knees before him, with uplifted hands" 
befough t his pardon, informing him of the mifi:ake that 
he had been guilty of, and repeating the goodnefs of 
his intention. Mr. Rotchford held out his hand to 
raife him, and with a good humoured fmile, told him 
not to be fo greatly difl:reiled; promifing to pardon it,. 
and advifing him for the future to enquire of the 
gardener what he fhould do, before he began his d~iJy 
work. But come, Pompe)', added he, dry your tear~, f 
want to have fame converfation with you. .I have re­
·~eived an anfwer to my letter from IVIr. Chrcmis, in 
which he gives me your charafl:er; but it 1$ fo bad~ 
.one, that it would be madnefs in me to keep a boy 
~vho was drfirruing of it. He fays }'OU are diflmujl, 

jlupuf~ ., 
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jlupid, lazy, and in fhort, good for-nothing. Now I by 
no mean wi/h to have fuch a boy in my family : you 
therefore furely cannot expecl that I fhould let you 
continue with me. 

Poor Pompey made no reply, but bur!l: into a violent 
flood of tears, and wringing his hand~, traverfed the 
room backward and forward in great diforder and 
apparent diftrefs of mind. Charles, in the mean time, 
got up and fat down feveral times, looked pitifully 011 

Pompe_;•, then impatiently at his father, wanting hjm to 
declare his mind, and fet the heart of the poor boy at 

reft, and was feveral times going to fpeak himfelf, but 
J'eco11ecting his father's command, he refirained him­
{elf, . though not without great difficulty. After fome 
:minutes had paffed in this fiate of impatience on one 
:tide, and anxiety on the other, Mr. Rotchford, taking 
Pcmpey by the hand, faid, Well ! you do not m~ke any 
anfwer, Pompey! what do you think I mull: do with 
you? 0 ! rnafier ! mafter ! faid he, fobbing, you let 
me flay, me no go ! me fare me nQ lazy! me not thief! 
me only fteal when me h,mg1)', and me no help that; 

me nmjl eat or me die! but me will never fl:eal htre; 
here me have victuals, and not hungry! me no ,v.;bite, 

tio !Jad boy; me good, and ,vork hard ; me only lazy 
when fick; me well here, and me mu.ft fiay ! And fo 

3/0u- jhall, Charlu was going to fay; but his father 
1ooking gravely at him, he coloured, and again was 
lilent. But if I let you ftay and take care of you, 
rejoined Mr. Rotchford, will you indeed be very good, 
very honefi, very induHrious., very faithful, and never 

tell 
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tell lies? 0 ! yes ! yes! mafi:er ! faid he, me do all 
them things, though me not know what they mean; 
b.u t me will be all them 'Ve1ys; and all you bid me ; 
indeed me will! try me, mafter ! try me! \Vell, I 
q,,uj/L try you, faid he; but remember, Pompe_y, if you 
clo not keep your word ; if you are not good ; or if 
ever you tell me ::he thing which is 1rot true, I fhall 
be very angry ; nor G,all I let you ftay in my family 
longer than you behave fo as to deferve my favor and 
protection. 

1\1e be good! me be good ! faid Pompi')', kifiing his 
rnafler's hand, and jumping about the room, hallow·ing. 
finging, dancing, and !hewing every fign of immoderate 
joy that he could exprefs; then throwing hirnfelf on 
the floor 1 he clafped and kitted Mr. Rotcbfard's knees; 
then did the fame to Chai-lcs ; and in iliort appeared 
for fome time like a perfon befide himfelf. At lengthr 
when he was a little compofed, he again kiffed Mr: 
Rotchford's hand, telling him, he would go directly 
and work in the garden, till he rnade new flowers and 
cabbages come in the fiead of thofe he had killed : and 
.away he went, finging and jumping all the way, 

As foon as he was gone, Mr. Rotckford addreifed 
himfelf to Charles, faying, I was afraid, my boy, your 
impatience to put Pompey out of fufpence, would have 
made you forget my orders, and have prompted you to 
tdl my intention, before I had fufficiently made .him 
fenfible how. Hece!fary it is, that he fhould be c3reful of 
his future behaviour. Indeed, Sir, replied Charles, I 
was af'raid fo to; I could (carcely ,bear to fee him in 

I 4 fuch 
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fuch dilhefs; when I knew you defigned at lafl: to keer,, 
liim, I thought it a pity he fhould be fo tortured: 

would it not have been more generom, do you think, 

Sir, to have told him at fi.rft? I thought we lhould 

not give any one a moment's pain that might be a• 

voided. You.r opinion, replied Mr. Rotchford, is quite 

juft and right; and in common that rule ought not to 
be deviated from: but in the prefent in/ranee you mu!l 

confider, notwithftanding we have reafon to jit_/pt8 Mr. 
ChromiJ's account of him, that we are totally ignora11t 
of his real character; therefore, too mnch caution c:i.n­

not be ufed, before I adrn1t him to become one of my 
family. It was neceffary., on this account, that I ihould 

ufe every method I couJd, to endeavour to find out hi1 
fentiments and temper; whether he apprared as if 
ind,ed defirous of plea.Jing, and being gcod, or v,,·hethcr 

he only liked to ftay for the fake of his food, ,,-,-ithout 
<:aring if he gave me fatisfafiion or not. For thi, 

1eafon, therefore, and not for the fake of occafioning 
him one moment's fofpence or pain, I refrained from. 
telling him my defign, till I faw how the thoughts 0£. 
his dep!rture would affect l1im; and whether he wou1J 

efleem his continuing here an obligation war.thy of 
being requited by his gratitude and fidelity. Time 
only can ihew if his profeffions are fincere; but he· 

tertainly appears to be :is much in e.arnefr, wh~n he 
makes them, as poffible; and I hope and truft 1 ihall 

find no caufe to repent of my dependence upon them; 
but let him turn out as he will, I lhall at leaH: have 

the fatisfailion of .reflecting th.i.t l acted right, by faew-

Jni; 
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ing co.mpaffion to ct fellow creature, who feemed ready 
to peri{h, and therefore had a demand upon me for 
:diifi:ance . 

. However fame people may think of it, nothing is 
more certain, than that every perfon is bound to heJp 
their fuffering brethren as much as is in their power,. 
and to a generous mind, no pleafure can be equal to that 
which arifes from acts of beneficence and kindnefs; it is 
a pleafure that continues to delight us as Jong as our 
memories lafl:. The recollection of having afforded help 
to a fellow creature, having relieved the wants of 
nature by giving food to the hungry, and clothes to the 
cold and naked : of having comforted the affiicled, and 
dried the tear from the cheek of the forrowfol : the 
recollection, I fay, of thefe things, is fuch a balm ;ind 
fatisfaclion to the heart, that thofe alone can have an 
idea of, who have experienced; and thofe who ha'V, 
experienced, would not part with, for all the gay pJea­
fures and •amufements in the World. For yorir o:wn 
fake> therefore, Charles, cultivate a friendiy, benevo .. 
lent difpofition towards all the human race ; look upon 
nil the inhabitants of the earth as fo many different 
members of that one great family to which you belong, 
nnd endeavour to love them all as brethren ; to feel 
for their miferies, and to be defirous of obviating them 
as much as pcfiible, to whatever nation or country 
they m:iy belong, whatever religion they may profefs, 
\\hatever occup::tion they may purfue, or whatever 
rank and condition they may be of. Thefc diftinfiion3 
ihouid make no difference in your fe~lings for them as 

Vltll 
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men or ftllo:w creatures, created by tl1e Jame God a~ 
yourfelf, and preferved by the fame Almighty power. 
And if you regard yourfelf as peculiarly happy by 
being born a Briton, difplay the generous fpirit of one, 

-by riling fuperior to all little ungenerous <lifiinccions of 
party and external circumfl-ances. Remember that you 
are yourfelf an Englijh man, and ace with that noble. 
nefs and generofity of foul, which has long beet\ 
efteemed characcerifiic of our happy couhtry. Bnt 
above all things, remember my boy, that you are a 

chrijlian; a profeffor of a religion the mof!: pure of any 
upon earth ; and one which requires its members to 

fuew forth their faith by their praflice, by an univerfal 
difplay of benevolence and kindneJs to all mankind. 
0 ! my Charin, make it your fir.ft, your chief endeavour 

to wlti-vate in your heart, to Jhe:w forlh in your praflice 

the divine precepts of chrijtianity. Whatever elfe may 
be your ftudy, however you may improve in fcience, or 
in literature, let not the firiptures be neglected : all 
other acquifitions and kno\'vledge may illuflrate, or dif­
play your genius, your memory, and your abilities, 
may gain you the reputation of being wife and learned; 
but be affured, that it is hy the fl:udy of the facred 
frriptures, you will gain that true knowledge which 
fuall make you wife unto _falruation. 

There are a great many of the boys at our fchoo1, 
faid Charles, who laugh at Mr. Chit-on for reading the 
bible on Sunday evenings; they fay it is veryJi,perJli• 

tious to do fo ; and that nobody has any occafion tO 

read the kriptures befide parfons and old women. 
Are 
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Are parfons and old women the only peop1e then that 
l1ave fouls? enquired Mr. Rotchford, that the knowledge 
of the will of God, and how to make their fouls 
eternally happy, is of no confequence to any body 
elfe? I fhould imagine it was of equal importance to 
£·very body to know what the;• mujl do to be farved. It 
is a fad thing, Charles, that there fhould be fo many 
wicked peop_ie in the world, who feem to think it a 
proof of rz,vit to laugh at every thing that is holy or 
ferious. But they are greatly.mifi:aken in foppofing 
they dif play either their ingenuity or 1mde1jlanding by 
foch conducl:; for on the contrary, it is a fure fign that 
they are greatly defective in both. 

I never, in my life, knew a perfon of found fenfe, 
who would not have been ai11amed of fpeaking ineve­
rently of thofe fubjects, which ought by alt men to be 
efteemed moft facred. When, therefore, it fhould be 
your ill luck, either now, or in future life, to fa11 into 
company with thofe who think to !hew their fuperior 
fi11Je and <u:it, by ridiculing either religion, thefinptures, 
the church, the clergy, or any pious perfan, look upon it 
as a certain rule that their principle1 muft either be bad, 
or their underjlanding defecl:ive; and on no account enter 
into familiarity with them; left by degrees they tempt 
you to be of their party, or weaken in your mind that 
reverence which you ought to bear towards all things 
that ref pect your God, and your religion: and reft 
affored, that the obfervation made long ago by king 
Solomon, is mofi: undoubtedly true, That /ooh only 
make a mock at fin, 

Mr. 
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· Mr. Rotc~fcrdwas here interrL1pted by the arrival of 
l'vir. :ind Mrs. Bl~'ield, and the entrance of Mrs. Rotch­
fcrd, he1 daughters, and little Georg;e, who going to his 

grandfather, before he made any enquiries after his 

health, or gave him any other falutation, faid, Do 

you know my papa fays Pompey may Hay! My papa and 
brother found him the other day as ~hey were riding; 

hey were going to 1\Ir. Norris's; but as they found 

Pompey, my brother came back with him, and fo my 
papa went by himfelf; and poor Po,npey w:,s fo hungry 
you cann~H think: 1 am glad my papa will keep him, 
for -he is very good natured. AJ1d you are very fond 

C>f dog.r, my dear, a1 e you not? rnquired Mr. Blijie!d, 
chucking him under the chin as he {poke. Dog1 .' re. 

peated GM,gt·; yes, I like dogs very \vell; but what 

1Jave do.gs to do with Pompe_y P vVhy is not Pompey a 

clog? hid his grandfather. No to be fore, he is not! 

replied Gtorge. Do not you know that Pompey is our 

black boy that lives with us ? Did not I tell you my 
papa an-d Charles met him as they were going to fee 
Mr. Nc,rns? Vv hat, did you think Pompey was a dog r 
Indeed, my clear, I did, fai<l Mr. Blifield, laughing; I 

thought you had bef1owed the Roman general's name 

upon a new dog your brother had found; but r never 
fool,ld h~ve gue.fled you were talking of a !Joy. 

Pray, Mr. R-;:chford, fa:d he, turning toward him; 

how is thi~_affair? Have> cu really Jound a little negro? 
Yes :ndced, Sir, I have, replied he, ar.d one who, I 

think-, appears . co be of a good difpofirion, although to 

be fore ;he crime for which his lait maHer nnnc<l him 
Ollt 
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cut of his door, was a very bad one, being no Iefs than 
theft. Aye, aye, faid Mr. Blifield, looking very gravely, 
and f1owly nodding his head as he fpoke; a good dif­
poficion ! and do fuch a naughty trick as that! I do 
not underftand how that matter can be, for my part! 
do you jujlify thiecving, Mr. Rotchford? By no mean, 
Sir, replied he; but it may in fame peculiar circum­
ftances be lefi criminal than in others, though in none 
can it be jujlified. But the boy we were fpeaking of, 
it his account is true, was almoft itarving with hunger; 
though undoubtedly, that can not plead cxcufe for a 
bad acl:ion; fince a perfon had far better fubrnit to 
deaLh, than be guilty of fo great a crime, provided 
they !wow that it is a crime; but of that poor Pompry 
\Vas ignorant, having never been fo happy as to be in­
Hrucl:ed in his duty, or taught any of the commands of 
God. It is not therefore, you fee, Sir, to be wondered 
ar, that when he felt the fecvere pangs of hrmger, and 
l11d an opportunity, as he thought, of relie'1.1i11g themi, 
though by difhoneft me:hods; it is not, I fay, to be 
wondered at, that he fhould yield to the preiling temp­
tation; nor can it be eHecmed tl:e fame fin in him, as 
ic would be if any of us, who have been taught what is 
right and wrong, were we to be guilty of the like. 
You will not, therefore, I dare fay, when you confider 
this, blame me for thinking he may poffefs a natural 
good <lifpofition, although he has been guilty of fo 
foul an aEl:ion. 

Very true, very true, rejoined Afr. Blijidd, what you 
fa.y is ~ uite j uft; the de_ rce of a l erfon's guilt certainly 

depends 



Iz6 7'he RoTCHFORns; o,., 

depends upon his knljwledge of good and ·evil: thus a 

fool, or a madman may commit murder, and yet be in­

nocent: but if you, or I1 were to do fo Chm·les, we 

fhouJd il:and a chance of fwinging for it; and defer'Vedly 

too; do not you think fo boy? .And fo you kn0w, 

George, a little baby may do many things, and throw 

down cups and faucers without any ill defign; but if 
fuch a flcut boy as you were to do fo, it would be very 

naughty, and you would well deferve to be thraD1ed 

for ir, becaufe you know it is rivrr;ng, which an infant 

does not. 
I do not throw down cnps and faucers, replied 

Gt'orge, I only one day let the bread and butter plate 

fall, becanfe f would carry it flat on my hand, i.nilead 

of holding it as my mamma told me: fhe faid I iliould 

break it; though l did not think I fhould; but fome how . 

or other, it tottered off my hand, and /majh it came 

down, bread and butter and all, and made foch a fad 

grcafc upon the carpet, that Su/an faid ilie did not 

know how to clean it, and now there is a great mark 

of ic left Hill; if you will come into the other room, 

grandpapa, I will f11ew you the plaie. Then taking 

ho ld uf bi s gr::i.ntlfathcr's hand, he endeavoured to pull 

liirn from his feat, faying, Corne, Sir, help 1ourklf 

up a liLtlc, fvr l caDnot move you if you do not; 

and I promiCe you, it is well worth yonr while to come 

;rnd foe the dir:/ p l:1ce which the br1:ad and butter 

rn ,: de ; fo do pray cowe. 

Do not l)e troublcfome, George, to your grandp::,Fa, 

faid his mammn. l'\o, no! l<'pli('d Mr. JJ/ijie 1d, he 
is 

,\ .. 

I ., 

" 
::. 

/. ,,. 



'l'he FRIENDLY CouNs.E LtoR. i2-7 

is not troublefome; but never mind my going to fee 
the dirt on the carpet, I am very well contented with 
your account of it, George, and the next time I go into 
the room, I will be fore to obferve it; but at prefent, 
if you pleafe, I had rather iit .fi-ill ; I grow very lazy, 
my dear, and do not like moving at all, but when 
once I am feated, think it a fad labour to get up again: 
fo if you pleafr, I will look at the greafy fpot next time I come. 

You need not go, to be fore, returned George, uniefs 
you like it; but I thought you would be glad to fee 
the place, when once you heard of it; and as for 
there being any la!Nur in getting off your feat, I affure 
you, Sir, there is not the lea.£! trouble in the world in 
that! look at me now, grandpnpa ! only fee how I do 
it! Then taking his fiool, he jumped up and down 
twenty times, calling to his grJndpapa, to obferrn 
with how much eafe he performed it. Afrerwards, 
turning to his grandpapa, and laying his hand on his 
knee, whilff he looked up in his face, he defired hiin 
to try if he coul<l not do the fame? To be fore, faid 
Mr. Bl~'itld, fmiling, and chucking him under the chin 
as he fpoke, it does appear eafy enough as you do it; 
and if ever I fhould be as young as you, I will certainly 
bump myfe!f as you have done; but for the prefent, I 
mull beg to be excufed: and fuppofe now, George, in­
fie:id of going into the other room for my ente1 tain­
rncnt, 7ou were to fetch Pompey to me: I foould like to 
fee him much better than the dirt yon made upon 
the ca1Tet, by not minding what your mamma faid to 

YO 'l; 
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you ; for I think that was a fad thing : 1 do not, yo•u 
know, like little boys and girls who do not mind 

when they are fpoken to; fome mifchief always fol­

lows when children are unruly: do not you remember., 

George, do not you remember the coach glafs? and the 

fad, fad confequences that followed not minding 

what your papa told you? I fhould have thought, that 

would have taught you never to difobey orde1s again as 

long as you lived. 0 ! yes! replied George, I remem­

ber that very well; that was my arm, you know. I 

wifh 1 had not done fo, and then I i'houl'Ci have h~d 

two arms fiill. I rwijh l had two hands, for it is Yery un­

comfortable heing \.Vi th out, I(affure you, Sir; befides my 

papa and mamma will not let me run and play abour, 

for fear I fhould hurt myfelf. But if you want to fee 

our Pompey, I will run down the gar<len and fetch him. 

Then I {hall run with you, faid Charles, for I fhall not 

let you go alone, for fear you !hould, as you fay, hurt 

yourfelf. 
They then both left the room together, and fcon 

afterwards returned, accompanied b/ PcmpC)', who mak­

ing a bow with his head, as he entered, enquired if he 

was wanted for any thing? Yes, my lad , faid Mr. 

Bl,jifld, l want to fee your little honc!t face. I hear 

Mr. Rotch.ford found you in the road the other day, 

an<l has been fo veq kind as to tell you that you il1all 

continue with him ; 1 am fore, you ought to be much 

obliged to him, I hope you intend to be a very good 

boy, and always do the things you are defired. 0 ! 

ies, ma!ler ! replied J!ompe_y, me be very good! me 

love 
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ff'he FRIENDLY CotrNSELLOR. 129 love mafl:er .ind mifirefs, and little rnafters, and little mi ih effes ; me love them all ; they all good as · if they not ci, .. :hite.r, not chrijlians. 1//hat is that you fay? en­quired Mr. Blifdd, gravely, as good as if they were not chrijlians ! That is a ftrange manner of fpeaking, little boy; you muft be fet right in your notions on that (ubjecl:, and I hope, will become a chriftian your­fe lf likewife. Yes, yes, Sir! added Mr. Rotchford., I dare fay he will very willingly receive inlhuction on that importa nt fubjeB:; but the poor fellow has un­fortun ately hi~herto faJien into the hands of people., who, t:a/lmg themfeh:es chrift ians, have ncgleB:ed to prac~ice the duti,s of chriHianity; and by cruel treat-ment of him, an d others of his country, have given 11im ;,n ill opin ion of that relig:cn: but, when he comes to Le infirulled in the excellency of it, and taught what purity, what kindnrfi , and gen:lenej; of manners is re­qui ed of thofe v.,ho profifs themfelves ch ri fl:ians; I daub not but he will read:J y allow, that he has hither.­to been greatly miHaken, in foppofing that chrijlia,zs are r..uid:ed people ; and will gl::!diy and th::inkfully embrace a rel"gion, fo calculated to promote his prefent 

' 

comfort, and fu.turc eYe, fafi:ing happinefs . 
He told me, t!:is mornin o- , C,id i'.Iifs Scpbia, that Le thou o·h t chrifl .w·1., \,ere the wo:•i} pe00Ie in the \\Orld. 

0 

' Th;.t is my lo•:e, repi,c-.: her father, bernufe he has been trr::ted worfe 1,y them than by any other peoFle in the worl<l: anJ a fl1od::ng t! ing it is, that pcor!e \' ;
10 

profefs to be ,1f that h Jiy and gentle religion, i11ould ac1: in fo crne], unj ufl:, and \':icked a manner, as to VoL. lf. K 
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give the ignorant and uninfirutled, a prejudice againfr 

it. At prefent, I am not at all furprifed, that Pompey 

!hould entertain an ill opinion of a religion, whofe mem­

bers he has found to be barbarous, tyrannical, and un-

j ufi:: who,. with inhuman thirfi after riches, took his 

mother as a captive from her own country, to make 

her labour for them in theirs ; and with brutal rigor, 

put to death his brother in fo !hocking a manner, for. 

a blow, to which he was provoked in the defence of his. 

:lick parent. Then he himfelf, torn as he defcribes, 

from the arms of his mother, fo contrary to both their 

inclinations, and fold to Mr. Chrcmis; whofe treat­

ment of him we find was not the mofl humane: 

all thefe things, you m uft confider, were acted by 

perfons calling themfelvcs chriflians; and he, never 

meeting with any, better deferving of that facred name;,. 

is fufficient to have fet him again.ft them. It remains> 

therefore, with us, my children, to count'!raB that un­

juft prejud ic e which he has already imbibed, and by 

our conducl. to prove, that rhrijlial! is the higheft fiyle 

of man! That is, that every thing great, ncble, hu­

mane,_ and gourous, is prach(ed by them : that crurfy, 

deceit, injujlice, oppr;j/ion, «nd every fpecies of wicked­

J1efs, is their detdlation and greatril: al. horrence: and 

that they had far rather undergo the fe_verell poverty 

themfelves, than purcha:e riches by t!-ie' unjdl: la­

bour> and Ila very of their fellow creatures : far r~the.:­

die them1elves, than torment, or c!dlroy the life of 

another. Thefo 
l 



Thefe things, my dears, it is now our duty to teach. nim; and the manner in which we muft infl:rucl: him, is by fetting the example in our own lives ; by letting him fie in our prallice, as well a~ hear by our precepts, what the religion and life of a chriilian is. And after he is thus made acquainted with it, I iha11 be furprifed. indeed, if he does not alter his opinion concerning chrifiianity. Yes, indeed, continue-cl Mr. Blijield, I iha11 indeed be ai1onilhed, if, after he has been in your family, Mr. Rotchfard, and beheld the conduct of t_he mailer and mifl:refs of it, he does not change his fentl\. ments, and become ciefirous of embracing that religion, which he fees renders them fo a:ffable to all around them, and fo happy and comfortable to themfelves. What then you think my papa and mamma are very good kind of people, do you, Sir r faid little Gt'orge. Indeed, my dear, returned Mr. B/ijidd, I really do. I will not take upon me to fay that they are the very 6efi in all the world, becaufe I hope there are a great many good people; but this I can prcmife you, there can be none lette,:: and if you v. ill be always careful to mi.nd what they fay to you , and do as thP-y bid you, you \\ ill alfo be a \ery good, ::.nd confequen '.]ya Yery hap;;· Ii1an. 1 will tr}, Sir, faid G,orge, to rerr.ember :ill you tell me, and be as good as my papa, if.: can; ~.nd wheu · am a man, if l find a little black boy, I \\iL take him to my houfe, and let him fl:ay, as p:1pa does by Pompe_;,; and 1 \\'ill give him fome clothes too, ;.s m; papa has, and fornethiog elfe ( will do bellcr than pa_pa has thought of; 1 wiil have him new painted white, wi~h 

ff'he FRrn N DLY CouNsE LLOR. t 3 I 
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red cheeks, for I do not like that black dirty colour at 

all; do you, grandpapa? 

I do not think it looks fo pretty as your little cherry 

cheeks do, to be fore, replied Mr. Blifield, at the fame 

time giving him a gentle pinch between his finger and 

thur:1b on both cheeks: hut I do not apprehend your 

paint would much improve him; befides, it would be 

,;cry difagre:;able, and very unwholefome for a perfon 

to be painted like a wooden doll. And though I 

have been fo long accuilomed to European complexions., 

that I c.1nnot help preferring them to black; yet I 

think my linle friend Pompey here, fhews a very honell: 

well-looking face, that he nerd not be afhamed of, or 

with to hide from the fight of nny body; and his little 

curling pate I like mightily : in my opinion, it is ten 

times handfomer than that quan!ity of mane which 

hangs blo\, Eng a.bout all your faces and necks, like fo 

many wild colts. l cannot faf I like that fafl.icn, if it 

is the fa{hion. I love to fee childrcns Jam, anJ their 

hair put prc-u.ily back, .,.nd not J!l this quantit;· (t:1king 

hold of Gt 1i/gc's h,,ir \\ho Hood by him, ~ml iifong ic 

up as Le lpoke) enough LO make a Lord lh :: ncc uor's 

,, ig of. 1 know when your mamrna and uncles \\ ere 

little, their.s u!ed to be tid b::ick in a much n ater 

JP.anncr . . 
That is very true, my dear, frid 1\::n·. B.'i.fitld, ar-d 

)Ct, perh:ip~, if their t>r:u:.dfotllcrs a:-::.l gr::ndmo:Lcrs 

}1ad Leen alive to fee them, 'lhey would h.tvc a~ much 

diiiikcd that fofbion ,,s we do this. l arn fore, I cftc{l 

blame my!c::i for tcd:.;;ing abcuc \\'1:at is ~i 1'! rf!ry fafhiop 
and 
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and what not; as if it did not entirely depend upon talt:e; or, as if it was poilible that old perfons lhould like the prefent fafl1ionsj as well as thofe that ufed to be when they ,vere young, and in good health and fpirits joined in them. I confefs I do not like to fee young people in a hurry to fct new failiions, or be the .firft to wear every new whim that comes up; but I am for having folk in thofe jndiffcrent matters flow with the current, and not by a fingularity of drefs be taken more ~otice of, and be more talked of, than if they complied with the in:i ocent fo 1lies of the times. For my own part, I mLJlt fay, that as well as Mr. Blifield, I like to fee childrrns hair tied back, and turned up in a neat manner; but f would not, for that rcafon, wifl1 thefe Rotch.fords to be dreffed fo, for the fake of pleafing our old fa!bioned eyes, when no other children are; only I .fhollid be afraid that in fummer time it would heat their heads too much . 

0 ! no mad a~n, faid Charin, there is no danger of that, the young folk of this generat;on have all foch 
tbick fcu11s, that the warm th of the hair can never pe­
netrate the brain: befide .s , I ha\·e often heard that keeping the head warm, i~ a .f1111 thing for the IJ.'CS, for the ears, for the tee:/;, and I know net what befides. And the pietures of my grandfather Rotch.ford, and my g reat uncles in the other room, have ~11 got wonder­fol large wjgs, that would keep not only their htads, but alfo their Jho1tlders and barks as warm, as if they wtrc wrapped up in a lheep !kin : and I have always been told, that they were 1.·ery '1vifi and learned men: fo I 

K 3 fuppofe 
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fuppofe the warmth of their heads made their know• 

ledge and underfi:andings grow and flourifh, in the fame 

manner as, the heat of the fun ripens fruit, and makes 

vegetation profper: befides, my dearcfr madam, ought 

you not, as much a5 poilible, to follow the guidance of 

nature; and when fl1e kindly wraps up the head in 

nice, long, /oft, cwarm hair, can any thing contradicl: 

her dictates more, than fcalping it all off, either 

to go bald and fuivering, or to put on a load of 

another perfon's, made into {hape by the hands of the 

barber? As if a barber could form a covering to fit your 

head better than its own fl,{in did! I think when one 

comes to confider, it appears almoft as fi:range as it 

would be, to cut off the end of the nofe, for the fake 

of having one made of wax to foit your face better 

than your own did; or as if you were to cut off )Our 

leg, to put on two cork ones that would be lighter. 

What non/w/e you do talk, boy! faid his father fmiI. 

ing. Nay, for my part, I think there is a great deal of 

reafan in what he fays, rejoined Mrs. Blifield; for cer­

tainly nothing can be more unnatural, than that great 

curled wig of Mr. Blijiel.i's, was it not that wjlom re­

conciled us to it: for I ihould foppofc, that the warmth 

of ones own hair, mufl be better adapted to the head it 

is placed on, than any other pcrfon's can be. So in­

deed, Charles, I think you argue very jull:ly; and there 

is great truth in what you fay, notwithf1anding artificial 

hair is better than artificial lrgs or nofes. But fiill I 

do not fee why it might not be put back, and tied 

up a little; it would keep your bead as warm as it does 
110w, 

J'jJ 
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·now, you know ; and you cannot at prefent follow 
·nature fo far, as to let it run to its full length, fo I am 
,.fiill for having a little more cut off, though not for 
:fcalpi,tg it all, as you call it. 

Very well, madam, faid ·Charles, next fummer we 
will have a little polling amongft us ; but at prefent I 
could not bear to part with thefe warm locks for ever 
.fo much; and as they are the fafhion, you fay, yoll 
will allow us to keep them ? 

Yes, that I will, my dear! repli.ed his grandmother, 
I iliould be forry if they were cut to pleafe me; you 
young folk underfrand thofe matters much better than I 
do ; therefore pray do juft as you like, without think• 

·ing of my tafl:e, for an old woman would make but a 
,ba<l hair-drefl"er: if I were to fct up the trade, I doubt 
I {honld have but little cufl:om. I doubt fo too

11 madam, faid Sophia, if you followed the fame fa!hion 
as that you dre!:~d my mamrna in when !he was a girl ; 
for I cannot think that the hai: turned up, and tied 
m at!y back, as you defcribe it, could poffibly be at all 
becoming. No, no, faid Charles, jumping up and 
fmoothing one of his fifter's curls round his fore-finger.I> 
I under.iland hair drefiing much better than my grand .. 
mother; and if {he would permit me, I could inuch 
improve her's. Then going to her, and bowing witl1 
a very grave face, he cnq ~ired if ilie would grant hi1n 
'i:he honor of dre:ffing. her hair in the prefent mode ; 
and not as it was worn in king George the firft's reign? 

Drefs my hair! excl::i.imed Mrs, Blijield., you woulcl 
'.ue puzzled to find much to drefs, Charles, I can pro-

K 4 mife 
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mife you, for I am pretty 1~ear bald; I have only thefe 
.fcv white locks, added ihe, ftroaking the back of her 
:fin::,ers againfr the fide of her temples as ihe fpoke, 
~nd l v:ill defy you, Mr. Bar6er, w drefs it better than 
it is, er make it look more becoming an ·old woman's 

face; fo go ~bout your bufinefs, I ihall not emplcy 
you. Charles was going to reply, when a loud rirg 
of the Le il, infiantly turned all their eyes that way; ::rnd 
the entrance of two gentlemen and a lady f'..lt a ftop 

10 all farther converfation with the young folk: who, 
after having continued in the room fufhciently long to 

ihew their refpecl to the company, wi:hdrew to tte:r 
ref peclive entertainments; and Clar/es, af(er ha,,ing 

prepared his exercife for his father's infpettion the nc ,{t 
day, amufed himfelf with compofing the follo\.\ing 
Jines, addreflcd to his new favorite Pompey.-

" Ceafi, Pompey! cea.fe, thy fortune to d!'p!ore, 

" For all thy toil and foff'rings 110-w a1 ·e o'er. 

" No more oppreilion jhall th;· life attend, 

'' For thou hajl gai?I' d my father for tk>' friend : 
4 ' He foall thy J'Outh <u;ith tendeniefi fitjlain, 
" Supply each want, and cward off c•ve,y pain. 

'' lf'he heavy chain of Dave::-y, no more 

'' Shall gall thy jhoulder, as it has be.fore. 

'' No more fell Tyranny rt.1.;ith iron roi, 

" Regard/if, of the diEtates of cur God, 

" Shall crujh thy youthfuf/pirit, or d1Jr;y 

" Th;• bealtb, and re!ifo if eacb ~arthly }?J, 

.. 

"B:.t 
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•" But Briti!b freedom henceforth Jhall 6e thine, 
-'.£ Cf'hou with the Jons of liberty jhgJt join; 
cc E11joy humanity's/oft rites, and lmo'1,V 
" Cf'he 6lej/i11gs that from Britifi1 freedom _flow. 
-" Nor only freedom Jhall thy body Ji!!d, 
cc Whiljt Ignorance dark cl,ud enfla•ve.r t/JJ' mind -: 
cc That cloud dijpell' d jhall 6y infiruflion De, 
" A1td thou the beauties of Religion fie . 
" l'he name ofCHRIS?J.AN, jha!I no more alarm 
" Thy breajl •with dread, and fear of unlwo•v.:n harm, 
·" BNtkindly taught !Jymy indulgent fire, 
" the duties true religion doth reqm':e, 
" Shcr-:-un by his praliice ho•w a chriftian mg/it 
'' Cf'o regulate his action, 0word, aJJd thought, 
" Thou' It learn to 'Venerate the facred name, 
" .And pant impatient to ev•brace the/a1;,e. 
" <Iby foul enlitbtned ly i!!Jh-uBion's lore, 
" Daily the paths of virtue will exp/ore : 
" Jf/1.nljl thy yo@g heart, c-z.1.:hicb 1u'er hath right bee?J 

" tauo-ht 
0 ' 

cc Cf'o know, and love its Maker /hall 6e 6rougbt' _: 
" His po.,er and goodnefa foa!l 6e 11wde f() fi·e , 
" And praije that mercy be hath /hewn to thee. 
cc 'i'hJ' ji~erings pajl, no longer tben lament, 
u But int hy prefint Jlation he content: 
e, 111y parent, kindnefsjhal/ thy wrongs npay, 
u Aud the foul guilt of Chromis wafo a"Z,<Jay: 
u Midas no more /hall tear thee fro111 their baud, 
u As O!Jce kc drag' d thee from t by nati'Ve ltmd; 
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" But Jafi, Jecurely thou civith us Jhalt flay, 

" And thy life glide in happinifs a-way." 

As foon as Charles had concluded this little poem, he 

ihewed it to his fifier Sophia, who very highly com. 

mended it: Though, faid fhe, if you will excufe me, I 

think there is one line in it badly expreffed; and 

that is, where you fay our parents kindnefs, ihall the 

foul guilt of Chromis wajh away: as if it was poffible, 

fw the goodnefs and virtue of one perfon, to wafh away 

or obliterate the crime of another. I think you fhould 

fome how have expreifed ir, that onr parents kindnefs 

may m.tke him forget or di/regard the guilt and cruelty 

of Chromis; but not as if their goodnefi could poffibly 

make him innocent. Certainly, replied Charles, your 

obfervation is very juft and proper, and I intended it 

fhould be underfiood, only to wajh away from Pompry's 

mind his cruelty, and not the very acl of cruelty itfelf; 

but fince it appears to carry that fen{e in it, I will alter 

it, if I can think of any other rhyme that will do as 

well; if not, it m ul1 go as it is; and I will wiite a little 

note at the bottom to explain my meaning. Well, do 

fo, faid Sophia, though I think you had better alter it. 

Charles, however, l belie\ e, ne\'er found a line that 

would pleafe him better, wherewith to fupply its place; 

at leaft I never faw any other copy than that I have j u[t 

given. 

The company whofe arrival I before mentioned, con .. 

tinucd the whole day, and fpent the evening at Mr. 

Rotchfcrd's; nor did any drcumfiance .throughont their 
vdit 

... 

f' 
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Yifit occur of importance fo.fficient to be worth relating. 
I mufr '10t omit a converf.uion that paired- the next 
morning . breakfal1, when Mr. Rotch.ford obferved, 
that Charles, ~- r having drank fome of his milk, re­
moved his bafon to a farther table which flood by the 
parlour door; and after walking two or three times 
about the rorm, in a fly way (very uncommon for Charles 
to pra~iice) took it up, when he thought no one was 
looking at him, and went out of the room. Mr. 
Rotchford w2s going to call him back to enquire into 
the reafon of his proceeding; but whiln he was con­
lidering with himfelf for a moment, whether he lhou1d 
do that, or fray till his return ; he faw him run out 
at the gate, and in about two minutes walk qu:et1y back 
again; and returning to the parlour, he fat down as if 
nothing had paHed, and joined in converfation with his fifters. 

Mr. Rotchford took no notice of what he had feen, 
till breakfalt was o\·er: he then defired all the children 
to put their empty bafon~ together, that they might the 
more conveniently be t~ken away. All inftantly held 
forth their own, except CharlcS, \\ ho, upon his father's 
enquiring for it, coloured, and faid it was below flairs. 
Mr. Rotch.for-1 fixed his eyes H:edfafiJy upon him, and 
gravely repe~red the words, Be/o,.,_v flairs! Yes, Sir, 
faid he in a faultering voice, I will fetch it up if you 
p1eafe. Pray how got it below 11:airs? enquired his 
father, flill looking ftedfafUy at him. I ca"ried it down, 
Sir, faid he. And for <1,dJat? rejoined his father. For 
no hmm, Sir, he replied. But for ... ,.:/;at? repeated 

Mr. 
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