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1\1 A Y D · A Y, &c. 

C H A P T E R T H E F I R S 'r. 

'I'HE S<TORr. 

Miss Ly1ia Lively was fitting one day 

in the parlour, upon a little ftool, reading 
the Hijf0ty of Little Aun and Little J c;:zc., , 
when her Marnma., who had been om 

fmne hours on a vifit, ca1ne in. 'fhe liu ie 

girl ran to her with great joy, and tol,; 

her., that her aunt had called, and l ad 

given her the· prettieft little book i11~ r cT 

read. 

LYDIA. 

It is about a little girl., rv1am1n:1, j ufr i~ . / 

age; and it tells you every thing til;, ~ ill(~ 

did_; and how well £he behaved; afo} tl1er . 

are fome nice pictures in it-I Wiih I 1!2.r~ 

a great many fuch little books . 
. B 
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MAMMA. 

Then you like to read ftories about 

good girls) do you, Lydia? 

LYDIA. 

Yes, I do ; do not you, Mamma ? 
·MAMMA. 

Yes; and to fee them too. I think 

there is nothing fo delightful as the com­

pany of children who are gentle and good 

humoured; and who are cheerful and ready 

to oblige, without being troublefome or 

n?ify. 
LYDIA. 

I wiili I had f ome more ftories about 

good girls and boys. 

MAMMA. 

Slrould you like -to have a ftory written 

,. about you, Lydia? Do you think it would 

be a pretty one r 
LYDIA. 

I an1 afraid I am not good enough, .. 
Mamma. 

'MAMMA. 

, Indeed I doubt there woi.ild be f ome­
things 
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things in the ftory not quite fo pretty. I 

fufpect we fuould fometimes hear fome­

thing about whining for a cup of tea; 

a{king ten times for the fame thing; or, 

what is ftill worfe, being crofs and impa­

tient with poor little Edwin, if he meddles 

with any of your things. 

LYDIA. 

Oh! Mamma ! but I am good fome­

times ; and l am f ure I always wiili to be 

good, and a1n uncomfortable whenever I 

am not; but I do not know how it is,-1 

think I cannot help being naughty fome­
tunes. 

MAMMA. 

Pray do not fancy fo my d.ear; you cer­

tainly might help it; but I will tell you 

the real caf e-you j uft follow your prefent 

inclination ; inftead of refolving always to 

do what is right, you fit down, perhaps, 

with an inclination to be very good at 

your leifons, and to read very well, and 

tranflate your French very well; as long 

as thlt inclination lafts you do nicely;. but 

B 2. you 
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you happen to meet with fomething in 

your books not quite fo enteJtaining as 
" you expected, or a little difficult, and then 

you have an . inclination to fret, or to look. 

off your book, and complain of being 

tired; er, . it 1nay be, you come into the 

ro01n very good-hurnoured and cheerful,, 

and find fomebody -has taken your feat, or 

that you cannot have the book 'you wifhed 

frn, and then you have an inclination di-

,. ~-e crly to whine, grumble, and draw your 

Ep on one fide ; and, I am forry to fay, 
· L_ydia,-you are too apt to give way to fuch 

1nclinations. 

LYDIA. 

What muft I do then, Ma1nma? 

MAMMA. 

I wi11 tell you, my dear, you muft, in 

the firfr place, very ·heartily wifh to be 

good ; and that I hope you do. In the 

next place, you nrnft, when you fay your 

p rayers, very earnefrly beg of'GoD to make 

you good; and then, infread of doing juft 

wnat you fee·l that you have a mind to do, 

you 
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you muft refolve with yourfelf, and try 

upon all occafions, not to do any thing 

you know is wrong, and which l have told 

you not to do. 
LYDIA •. 

Do you think, if I were to try then, I 
could always be good, Madam? 

MAMMA. 

Certainly! if you tried you- 1night avoid 

doing a great many wrong things. Sup­

pofe now, . when you fat down to breakfaf.l~ 

and felt impatient for your tea or your 
/ 

roll, do you think, if you confidered a 

minute,, that it is greedy and irnpatient 

to fay any thing about it, that you could 

not help afk.ing for your tea before any 

body was helped, or whining if the r,)lls 

did not come in directly; and that yon 

could not try to arnufe yourfelf by think­

ing of f omething elfe for a little while ?, 

LYDIA •. 

Yes; I think. I could., 

MAMMA •. 

·To be f ure you could, my dear ; and· fo 
B 3 - 1n 
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in every other infrance. If you do not 
feel difpofed to get_ your leffons, and do 

your work a.t the proper times; yet if you 

did but reflect how fit it is that you :fhould 

learn and improve yourfelf, and what a 

fault idlenefs is, you may help fretting 

. and faying, I do not like to do this ; and 

you may refolve to keep on and do as -well 

· as you can, without n1akmg any com­

plaints. 

LY.DIA. 

I am not very often naughty about read­
ing, Mamma? 

MAMMA. 

Not very often; but that is becaufe you 

love reading; now _1 want you to do every 

th ing, becaufe you think it is right and 

·fi.t you :fhould do it; and then you will 

do ~hofe duties you do not feel any great 

pleafure in, as well as thofe you delight 

in. And above all things, l ' wifh you to 

watch conftantly over your temper, to be 

ever ready to oblige, and do all innocent 
things 
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things becauf e you are defired ; aD.d keep 

yourfelf always in a good hmnour. _ 

LYDIA. 

But fometimes things happen to teafe 

me, and make me fret. 

MAMMA. 

Then is the time to try to get the 

better of yourfelf; things n1ay not always 

go as you like; but nothing can lTiake 

you fret unlefs you wili: for cx2.rnple, if 
little Edwin comes in and catches up your 

book, or your doll, we fuppofe you had 

rather he let the1n alone, but you need not 

make a great noife, and whine, and call 

him a naGghty boy, and nm and fnatch 

them roughly frorn ·hi t11; you may fpeak 

in a good-humoured tone of voice, and fay, 

Pray, Edwin, give me my book, or any 

thing elfe he has got ; and if he did not 

attend to that, as he is but a little boy, 

you could wait quietly a li'.:tle while, t~ll 
he laid it down, though you might know 

you would have liked better to have it 
then; and that would not be half fo un-

com.fort2.ble 
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comfortable to you as putting yourfelf in. 

a paffion, worrying your fpirits, and 1nak­

jng yourfelf difagreeab]e to every body.­

in th.e room·; do-you think it would ?. 

LYDIA. 

No; I do not know that it would'; for 
I am never happy when I fret and fcold, 

nor when. I have v:exfd· you. I will,_ try>. 

Mamma, if you wiU love me dearly. 

Little Lydia, as .fhe fpoke thefe laft 

words, threw her arms round her Mamma's 

neck; her Mam1na gave her a very af­

feB:ionate 'kifa, and then faid} That I will, 

my love ;. and as a 1nean to affift you in, 

your endeavours, I will,. every evening, 

after you· are gone to-bed, vvrite a frory 
about: you,. to tell how you have behaved 

all day; and the next morning, when we· 

all meet i_n the parlour, I .fhal1. read it 
aloud ;. and, l think you will be much 

better pleafed with the ftory when you 

have been a good g}rl than vy,hen you have· 

been. naughty •. 

LYDIA. 

nau 

ftoi 
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LYDIA. 

Ohl dear, Mamma! when I have been 

naughty I fuall not like at all to have the 

ftory read before every body. 

1\1AMMA, 

Then you muft take a great deal of care 

how you behave ; you muft recollect 

yourfelf to-morrow morning when you 

rife ; in the evening I ihall begin my 

ftory. 

C H A P T E R T H E S E C O N D, 

'I'BE SUCCESSFUL ENDEAYOUR. 

THE next morning, Mifs Lydia, as f oon 

as {he waked, recollected the converfation 

that had paffed the day before between her 

Iviamma and her, and determined to be 

very good all day; accordingly ihe jump­

ed out of bed as foon as the maid called 

her, ftood very ftill to· be clreifed ; and 

when .!he was dreffed, faid, Thank you, 

Mary 
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lvfary, in a very pretty tone of voice, and 
then kneeled down and faid her prayers 
in a very decent compofed manner ; and 
prayed very heartily that .fhe 1night be· 
good all day. vVhen fhe 1net her papa 
and mamma, and brothers and fifters in 
the parlour, after fhe had bidden them all 
good 1norning, fhe fat herfelf down very 
quietly at the bottom of the table, and did 
not afk for any thing,• nor reach acrofs the 
table to pull the bread and butter about, 
but fat frill and looke.d very good-humour­
ed, till her Ma1n1na gave her a piece 
of bread witli fame very nice honey upon 
it, and a cup of tea, and then .fhe ate her 
break.faft very genteelly. 

After break.fail,. Mi.fa Lydia went into 
her Mamma's dreili'ng-roo1n, unlocked a 

· little red trunk, which her Mamma had 
given her a few days before, to keep her 
work and her books in, and took out the· 
book fhe read in to her rv1amrna, which at 
that time was, 'I'be Footfiep to .Nlrs. Trim­
mer's Sacred 1-llfl:ory; and fitting down on a 

little 

li 
ga 

ea 

he 

fe 

fue 

tne 

bo 

La 



ANECDOTES of !vlifi LYDIA LIVELY. 15 

little ftool at a diftance fron1 the fire, be­

gan to read very ilowly, and in a very 

eafy natural tone of voice; fhe minded 

her ftops, and paid great attention to the 

fenfe, that fue rni.ght read with propriety. 

After fhe had done reading Englifl1, 

fhe carried her book away, and put it into 

the trunk again, and brought her French 

book, which was the fecond volun1e of 
La Bagatelle, and tranD.ated her leffon 

very nicely and readily; her next buiinefs 

was to learn the Indicative mood of the 

verb Aimer ; this !he found rather trouble­

f ome, and was once or twice juft going to 

fret and whine; but ihe recollected that her 

mamma was to write an account of her, 

and therefore {he put on a cheerfu~ coun­

tenance, and took pains to learn l~er verb, 

and faid it very perfectly to her Ma·7ma. 

After this ihe took out her work, which 

was a finall cover for a ftool fhe was doing 

in fingle crofs-ftitch, and worked very dili­

gently for an hour; her Mamma then gave 

her leave to go and play in the garden. 

In 
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In the garden fhe played very quietly 
and prettily, and did _ not · run into any 

dirt, but a1nufed herfelf with feeing her 
brother at work in · his garden. She be­
haved at dinner quite as well as fhe had 
done at breakfafr; and after dinner, afked 
her Mamma to give her leave to put the 
tn,!p of Europe together, which was her 
ufual amufement in an afternoon. J ufr 
as fhe had put all the pieces nicely toge­
ther, and was beginning to tell her Mam­
ma the nan1es of all the capital cities, her 
little brother came running into the room, 
full of play, and th1~owing his hat acrofs , 
the table, entirely difunited all her king­
do1ns. She was on the point of crying 

out pretty violently, but the thqught of 
to--morrow's ftory' '.came into her 1nind, 

and 'i'Jhe only took Edwin's hat gently off 
the table, and faid, Pray, brother, do not 
throw your hat any more : fee what -inif-. 
chief you have done ! But ,the little fel­
low 4 hought there was fo1nething very di­
verting in feeing all" the pieces fly about, 

. 
1 thi~a 
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and, therefore, as foon as ihe began to put 

the1n in order again, he again iki1nmed 

his hat acrofs the table. Three times 

:fhe attetnpted to fettle the affairs of Eu­
rope, and as often Mafter Edwin derang­

ed thetn. The little girl then, with 

great good-humour, put the pieces into 

the box, and faid, to her 1\1:imma, Edwin 

is in fuch a wild hmnour, that I think I 

had better put the box away till he is gone. 

No, my dear, faid her Marnma; he ihall 

not teafe you any more. I had a n1ind to 

give you an opportunity of ihewing h.Jw 
gooJ you could be ; and now he fhall not 

interfere v:ith you again : fo calling the 

}jctle boy, his Ma111ma to~d him, if he did 
not let his fift:er's things alone, he muft be 

fent Ollt of the room; then gave hi1n a 

box of ivory letters to amufe him. 

Mi1s Lydia continued to behave quite 
well till ihe went to-bed. Not bcjng in 
the leaft troubleforne, by r..nking a noife, 

or worrying for books or play-things which 

were not at hand; but employing herfelf 

C with 
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with .fuch things as fhe met with1 without 
being in any body's ·way. You may be 
f ure that ihe went t0-bed very happy at · 
night; and that her Papa and Mamma 
took a very affectionate leave of her. 

C H .A. P T E R T H E T H I ~ D. 

Cf' H E R E L A P- S. E. 

T ~-:I:E following day, at breakfaft, . Mifs 
Lydia had the pleafure of hearing her 
Mam_ma read t.bis account of her very 
pretty behaviour, and faying, that il1e had 
been quite good all_ day; which of courfe 
made her extremely happy. For feveral 
days Lydia went on in the fame charming 
manner: never was idle at her tafks, im­
patient at her meals, nor peevifh at her 
play; and her Mamma be,gan to hope, 
that fhe haq. quite corrected all her faults: 
5orry, however, am I to fay., that fue did 

her 

~ 
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not perfevere in being fo regularly good. 

After a fnort tiine ihe began to grow a 

little tired of taking pains with herfelf. 

The firft: tirne fhe forgot herfelf was when 

fhe was doing her French leffon. Having 

finifhed La . Bagatelle, her Mamma gave 

her Chambaud' s French Fables, ihewed her 

the dictionary at the end, and inftructed 

her how to find out any word ihe wanted. 

This was rather difficuJt at firft, but in a 

few days would have grown eafy to her; 

however ihe wanted refolution to take a 

little pains, and began fretting and grumb­

ling fadly. Her Mamma faid, Recollect 

yourfelf, Lydia; this will not make a pretty 

ftory : and, taking the book, would very 

kindly have affifted her to look for the 

word Pierre; which was what ihe happei1-. 

ed to want; but L)'dia turned her head 

on one fide, and 1nade up a fa.d difmal 

face. Her Mamma then laid the book 

on the table, and took no furthe~ notice, 

but went out of the room. She ftaid 

fome little time, and when fhe came 1n 

C 2 again, 
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again, found little L)'dia fitting very for­
rowfully in the corner of the . room. She 
·was afha1ned to look at her Mamma or 
to fipeak a word ; the thouo-hts of hav-o . 
ing difgraced herfe1f, after having fet out · 
with fo much credit, and been fo good for 
almoft a 1-veek, grieved her very n1u.ch; 
anC\ fhe would have g~ven any thing in the 
world to have had th.e laft half hour to 
fpend, o.vcr again. 

A.fter a filence of near a quarter of an 
hour, her Marnma faid to her, What are 
.YOLl thinkitig of Lydia? 

• LYDIA • 

I am thinking, Mam1na, how fooli:!h I 
ibail look, and how afhame<l I fhall be to­
~01:tow morning, - vyhen you read this 
naughty ftory of me. 

MAMMA. 

Really, my dear, 1 £hall not feel lefs 
afhamed nor concerned than you ; and I 
was in great hope, after you had experi­
enced the comfort of being good, that you 

would 

ii 
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would not have agafrr. relapfed into you{ 

old faults. 
LYDIA. 

I am fure, Mamma, this morning I did 

not think I !hould ever have been naughty 

again. What muft I do ? 
MAMMA. 

-~ hope the feeling fo foolifh and a!hame-d 

as you fay you fhall do, on hearing this 

account read, will prevent your behav-­

ing f o again. Endeavour now to make 

amends for your fault, by taking great 

pains with your leffon. There is the 

book, now find Pierre. 

Lydia did as !he was bidden; and got her 

leffon very well, and behaved pretty well 

the reft of the day, though not quite fo 

pleafingly as fue had done fome days be­

fore : for the thought of her mifuehavi0~r 

had hurt her fpirits, and inclined h~r. to be 

a little fretful and whining. 

CHAP--
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C H A P T E R T H E F O U R T H. 

'I'll E GENER O US C ON F E S S l O 11 .. 

Tr-IE rneeting at break.fail:, you may fup­
pofe, was not a very pleafant one to Mifs 
Lydia. Her Mamma, however, after read­
ing the account of her fault, added, that fh~ 
had acknowledged herfelf truly forry and 
aihamed of it, and had learned her leffon 
very diligently; and then e1nbracing her, 
faid, ihe darec;l fay .fhe ihould never be 
obliged to put her to the blufh again. 

Mifs Lydia now __ began the day with 
~gain trying to be very good; but not 
with half the fpii·it and cheerfulnefs that 
fue had done before her fault; and in the 
courfe of the three or four next weeks 
:fhe was very frequently off. her guard. 
Bowever J11e perfevered in {hiving to be 
good., and often, when fhe had begun to 

fpeak 
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fpeak crofs, or be idle, or argue with her 

Mamma, {he would r~collect herfelf, and 

ftop fhort at once, and running to her 

Mamn1a, fay, My dear Man1ma do kifs 

me, and then I will be good. Acting thus, 

:fhe became le::: :.::d lefs apt to offend, and 

1nany days paffed without one unpleafant 

ftory to tell. 
It happened, however, one day, when 

{he and her little broth~r were in the gar-

. den, that he took. 0ff the bench 2. nofega.y 

i11e had juft been tying up, with an inten­

tion of prefenting it to her Man11na. She 

ran with fmne eagernefs to take it from 

hi1n; but the little fellow was tenacious 

of it; upon which fue grew angry, and 

a conteft eilf ued : at laft, in · a paffion, ihe 

took hold of the tops of the flowers, and 

pulled them ail to pieces, and threw her 

brother down by her violence. Edwin 

began crying; and ihe, who loved him 

dearly, forgot all her anger i1n1nediately, 

begged his pardon for having_ thrown hi1n 

down., and aiked, whether he was hurt. A 
few 
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few kiffes and another flower foon made fr 
up with litde Edwin, and this quarrel paffed 
over without being obferved by anz body, 
and had really been forgotten by Mifs Lydia till ihe went to-bed. 

Lydia, though ihe was not always free 
from faults, was a child of remarkable 
honour; and cou]d not bear the thoughts, 
in any way, of deceiving any one. She 
could not, therefore, fuffer her Mamma 
to fay Jhe had been good all day, when 
fhe felt fo confcious of the contrary; and 
went, as foon as fhe was drelfed, to confefs 
the who]e truth. As .fhe paffed the win­
dow, 1he faw a lady, for whom fhe had a 
particular refpecr, coming in, and, as fhe 
well knew, to breakfaft with her Mamma. 
This was a fad mortification to her : how­
ever, fhe went on into her Mamma's 
room, and upon being afked, what the 
dog barked at, told her Mamma, Mifs_ 
Hipkins was come to breakfa{t with her. 
She then ftood by the window confidering 
-how :fhe fhould begin to fpeak to her 

Mamma. 
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Mamma. Her affectionate mother, hav­

ing watched her countenance, faid, You 

look grave and perplexed, Lydia ; I fup­

pofe you are .thinking of the journal; but 

do not be alarmed, 1ny love, I have only 

one fault to 1nention, and Mifs Hipkins 

will rejoice to hear you ·are grown fo goo~ 

a girl. Ohl Ma1nma ! faid the dear girl, 

I cannot deceive you, nor receive praifes 

I do not deferve. She then told all that 

pa!fed between her and Edwin in the 

garden. 
I have been very naughty, Mamma, faid 

Lydia, and I ihall be very much afua1ned 

to hear it told; hut I ihould be ftill more 

aihamed to be fondled and comm nded, 

while I thought, that if you knew as rr.uch 

of 1ne as I do of myfelf, yoe )VOuld be­

have _i1,1 a very different 1n2.nner to a1e. 

Her M a;Tirna caught her in her arm:; in .a 

tranfport of affection, and faid, Ma1 G od 

for ever blefs you, my dear child; and 

p referve to you that fincerity and fingle­

nefs of heart which are fo precious in his 
fight! 
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. .fight! Look up, my love; I 1ha1l relate· 
· your fa,ult-; but the ftory of. your volun­
tary confeffion will reflect more honour 

. upon you, than jf no fault had been com-
. ·rnitted: and eYery thing may be hoped 

.0f a x.oung perfon with fo noble a dif-
. po.fition.-Come, let .us go down. 

A few days after this amiable behaviour . 
· of Mifs Lydia's, her Mamma received a 

letter to appoint a day for the arrival of 
fome c01npa11y, who ·were to fray a fort-

. . 
night, and whom Mifs Lydia had never 
feen. 

On the evening on which· they were to­
come, Mifa Lydia joined her Mamma as 
ihe was walking alone in the garden, and, · 
after forne hefitati~:m, faid, fhe had a fa_ 
vour to beg of her, which was, that no 
ftories might be read about her while the 

. company ftaid. 
MAMMA. 

· Why not, my dear ? 
LYDIA. 

If I ihould happen to be naughty, I 
!hall 

T 
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fhalf be fo ailiarned to hear it told before 
.{hangers ! 

MAMMA. 

Then y-ou will have an additional 1110-

tive to be attentive to your conduct; and 
furely you would fubmit to any n1ethod 
that is likely to n1ake you good. 

LYDIA. 

But to have every body know how 
naughty one is--

MAM MA. 

You feldon1 do wrong without being 
obferved by fomebody, and generally by 
more perfons than you are aware of.-r 
fpeak after the common manner of fpeak­
ing.-But to be more ferious, there is a 
conftant witnefs, Lydia-

LYD I A. 

I know, Mamma-Go:l always foes 
n1e. 

MAMMA. 

And is I-Ie not mere to be feared than 
all the wgrld put together ? both becaufe 
I-le is more able to puniili you, and be­

caufe, 
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caufe, as He is the greateft of beings, it is 

more dif grace to appear diihonourable in 

His fight than in that of all the creatures 

He has made. But that is not all; you 

fee1n to dread that "Every body .fhould 

" know how naughty you are."-Be care:.. 

ful then. .1'here will come a day when 

all the men that ever were in the wor Id, 

and all the angels that are in heaven, will 

be affembled together : - and all thofe who 

have been wicked: will have their fins pro­

daimed before this affernbled 1nultitude, 

and be difgraced before them all. Beware 

then, my child, of real offences, and 

watch nmv fo continually over your be­

haviour, that, by correcting, while you 

are fo young, all your little faults, you may 

be happily preferved from falling into 

fuch ferious ones as will cover you with 

fuame and confufion at that awful day. 

Here they were interrupted by the ar­

rival of all the company; , but her mo-. 
ther's words funk deep into Mifs Lydia's 

n1ind., and fro1n that time !he was doubly 
careful 

, . 
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careful of all her behaviour. During the· 

whole fortnight that the company ftaid, 

Ihe had no caufe to r~gret the journal's 

being produced. From that ti1ne, it was 

very feldom that any error of conf~quence 

was mentioned in it. 

After having gotten the better of fame 

bad habits fhe had contracted, fhe daily, 

by an attention to her Ma1nma's advice, 

improved in every grace and accomplifh­

ment. The good will with which fhe 

applied to her different taiks, occafioned 

her making a great progrefs in the1n: and 

her confrant good-humour and compofed­

nefs of te1nper made her look always 

rretty and e·ngaging. Her Ma1nma was 

fo charn1ed with the fweetnefs of her be-

.. haviour, which was free fron1 all noife, 

rudenefs, or turbulence, that fue ftudied 

every way in her power to indulge and 

gratify her; and if ever fhe was refufcd 

any thing, {he knew it was becauie it was 

not fit for her; and, therefore, never 
1 

afked nor wifhed about it aga n. 

l) CHAP .. 
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C H A P T E R T H E F l F T H. 

:BENEVOLENCE ENCGUR,AGED. 

ABOUT a month or two after Mifs 

Lydia's Mam1na had begun to write an 

account ·of her behaviour, the little girl 

was playing with a few companions at a 

bench clofe by the garden-gate. H er 

Papa had 1nade her a pref ent of a fmall 

bafk.et of cherries out of the hot-houfe, 

and the little girls were amufing them­

felves with tying them on fl:icks, as the 

fruiterers -do when -tl~ey firft bring them to 

market. 
· While they were thus e1nployed, a little 

girl very tidily dreifed walked by, leading 

by the hand her brother, who appeared 

between two and three years old. The 

girl's attention was taken by the fight of 

the fruit at fo early a feafon, and the 
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little boy, who thought they looked nice., 
though he did not. know what they were_., 

faid, I.Dok, Sally! -a-gapes ! The girl 
did not fpeak nor give offence to any 
body; but one of the Miff es, whofe pride 
predominated over her .. good-nature, afked 

.her, in a haughty tone of voice, vVhat fhe 
wanted ? and bade her not be fo imper­
tinent as to ftand flaring · at them. .The 

littk girl moved on direc'tly; but the 

poor little boy pulled from her, and faid., 
in a crying tone of voice., Gapes! I want 
gapes! This produced a fecond huffing 
fro1n the fame Mifs ; who faid, Get you 
. gone, you little monkey. His fifter then 

immediately took him away. 
Mifs Lydia~ who was much hurt at her 

friend's behaviour, faid, How could you 

f peak f o crofsly to the poor little things ? 
why !hould not they love fruit as well as 
we; and 1nore too, as it muft appear a 
greater rarity? She then went out at the 
gate, and ftepping after the little children, 

. put into th~ little boy's hand a ftick of 
D 2 cherries 
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cherries whir.h fhe had juft tied up. 

•· -There, little boy, fai.J fhe, thefe are not 

-grapes; they are cherries: whe~ you have 

·played with them . a little. while you muft 

give your fifter half. Yes; faid he, I al­

•\vays give fifter half.-Look, Sally! 

· .Eut you fhould fay, Thank you, Mifs, 

faid Salb•, maki-ng a pretty courtefy; and 

do not pull the1n off till y~u have fhown 

them to 1ny mammy : they are fo pretty! 

Little Lydia felt pleafed and ·very com­

fortable after fhe had done this .good ... 

natured action; and fhe could not help 

' being confcious that .her Mamma would 

. have approved of her for it; but ihe. knew 

too well what was right and becoming to 

reli of it herfelf, o_r. even to give a hin[ of 

it: for though nothing gave her fo much 

pleafore as her.. mother's .commendations, 

yet ihe knew that a good action lof~s all 

. its beauty wh~n it is done for the fake or 
· any reward whatever. Her behaviour, 

however, did not pafs unobfrrved, for 

the n1aid, who was walking in the garden 
with 
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with a baby in her anns, faw the wh?le 
tranfacrion, and was fo delighted with it, 
that when fhe went to drefs her miftrefs, 

: :fhe told her how fweetly Mifs. Lydia had 
. behaved. Mifs Lydia's Ma1nma, however, 
took no notice at all to her of it. Think 

-what was the dear girl's furprife in the 
morning, when fhe heaYd the whole ftory 

. read aloud in her Mamma's journal; and 
think what pleafure fhe received from 
praifes fo well deferved as t4ofe which 
were beftowed upon her. Her Mamrna 
inquired of her whether £he knew the little: 
g irl's narne, or where fhe lived ? fhe an­
fwcred, No, Mamma: fhe looked very 
clean and neat, Mam1na; but I obferved 
that fhe had no tippet, nor any thing to 
keep her neck from the fun ; and the little 
boy's toes ca1ne through his fhoes. If 
you pleafe, I will give her the garden 
fuawl I hav.e jufr left off; and I think 
thofe red .fhoes, which are too little for 
Edwin, will fit the little boy. Then you 
fuall have the pleafure of giv.ing thofe 

. • D 3 things 
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things to then::i, .faid her Marnma; you 
· · Ill'}Y aik Jl.1ary for the1n, ~nd I have a bit 

of .check by rne, which I will cut into an 
apron, and you fhall make it for the little 
girl; Mary fays .ihe is about your height. 
-Lydia did not forget tbe permiffion ihe 
had. The fhawls and fhoes were laid care-

. fully by, and w~th them a paper of al­
monds and raifins, which fhe had bought 
with her own money. 

, Lydia, with great pleafure, fet abou~ the 
tafk propofed to her, and worked with 
great neatnefs and expedition upon the 

_ apron. Mifs ,Stark happening to come in 
. when fh~ was at work, expreffed great 

.fi.1rprife at her employn1ent, and faid, ihe 
wondered her Malnma fhould let her wear 
the £kin off her pretty li_ttle fingers with 
fuch coarfe, nafty work, which was much 

· fitter for the maid than for her; and that 
ilie thought it much below her to be 

. n1aking checked aprons for: a poor girl. 
When Mjfs Stark was gone, Lydia told 

. . her Mamma what fhe had faid to her. I 
muft 
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rnuft not:, faid her Mamma, fuffer Mifs 

Stark to vifit you., if ihe puts fuch notions 

into your head. Can it poffibly be below 

you to be ufeful to .any perfon living? 

Your pretty little fingers, as fhe calls 

then1, were given you to be of ufe ; and 

though .fhe employs hers only at the 

harpfichord., yet I think they ihould often 

be exercifed in plain and profitable works. 

LYDIA. 
. ' J ' 

I like to work fornetiines., l\1amina. 

MAMMA. 

It is very proper you fhould. Never, 

efpecially, iny dear girl, be above work­

ing for the poor, and doing them every 

fervice in your power: little girls have 
feldom much morrey, their very cloaths are 

given them; the only thing they have of 
their own is their time: if they give up 

fome of their play-hours to work for a 
poor neighbour, they ftrengthen good dif­

pofitions and habits in themfelves, ancl do, 

perhaps., the only act of charity in their. 

p ower. You had no apron to give the 

little 



lvf A r D A r; ./It!,.. . 

_ little girl,. fo I · let you wor.k. at this that 
you might have the pl'eOJfu-re of making 
it by that mean your- own prefent; and I 
hope,. that during the whole of your life, 
you wiil find it one of your gteateft 
pleafures to• do good and kind aB:ions. 
Mifs Stark would, I think, be afhamed of 
talking· fo:, if fhe ever read her bible,. or· 
~onfrdered who. has. laboured f o much for 
the poor •. 

LYDIA. 

Mifs Stark's Mamma gives her a great· 
deal of m-oney, and I believ e ihe often­
gives fome of it away._ 

I 

MA-MM.A: .. 

I do not kn0W that .fhe wants _goo-a na-­
ture; but ihe put~_herfelf to no inconveni-­
ence by giv.ing away money:, when fhe­
can go and get more of her Mamma the· 

_ firft time fhe wants a toy-; and ihe would: 
_ fhow 1nuch more real charity, if ihe wore· 
lefs finery, or f pent a. lit tle lefs time in 
diverfion, for the fake of being ferviceable · 
to- the poor fometime_s. Charity, my dear, 

means 

T 
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n1eans love to Ol<Ir neighbour ; and we are 

moft fure that love is fincere when we 

part with fomething we like, or ·give 

ourfelves fome tro~ble to ferve them. 

LYDIA. 

Then, Mamma, infread of going into 

the garden this afternoon, I will finifu 

the aprou ; at pref ent I am very tired., 

and muft go and take a run. 

C H A P T E R T H E S I X T H. 

er HE MA r G .d R L .d ND. 

THOU G H Lydia watched very anxi­

ouil y, a day or two paffed before ihe faw 
the little folk again ; one day, however, 

as fhe was-fitting at the window, ihe faw 
them coming, fhe flew down flairs, and 

met them juft as they were going by the 

gate ; in her hafl:e to catch them fue had 

run down without the pref ents ; !he, there-

fore/ 
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fore, defired them tc frop a minute, and 

going up ftairs agaiG, foon returned with 

the fhawl, the !he)es, the a~ron, and the 
L 

aimonds and raifiLis. She . made the two 

children very happy by her gifts, parcicu­

J arly the boy, who faid, Thank you, and 

' cried, Shoes! !hoes ! twenty times over. 

Lydia made him fit clown on the bench 

while liis fifter put thetn on, and obferving 

he had but one !hoe-ilring, ran in to aik 

for a bit of ribbon. Mary gave her a 

·-very nice · bit of black ribbon, long, 

enough to tye both ihoes, and f ent 

the young folk away' much delighted; 

though, the dreffing them took . up her at­

tention fo much,, that fhe forgot to ·a{k 

their names, or 'Yhere they lived. Many 

days had paffed; an~ Lydia had almoft 
' 
forgotten the little girl and boy, when 

, one morning ihe arofe early,_ very cheer­

ful with the confcioufnefs of having be­

haved wdl t4e preceding clay; and as the 

fun ihone, and it was very pleafant, fhe put 

on her qat, handkerchief, and gloves, and _ 
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walked iato the garden before breakfaft : , 

ihe had not walked long before fue faw 

fomething held up at the gate that looked 

very pretty; fhe went that way to fee what 

it was, and foon knew the little girl and 

boy to whom fhe had been fo _kind. 

They hdd between them a garland made 

of all forts of pretty flowers, tied with bits 

·of ribbon; What have you got there? faid 

Lydia; I never faw fuch a pretty thing 

before! It is a prefent for you, Mifs, 

faid Sally, if you will pleafe to accept of 

it: to-day is MAY DAY, and my mother 

and I got up at four o'clock this 1norning 

to make the garland. 1\1 y mother had f e­

veral good friends who gave her leave t0 

gather flowers in their garden, and f ome 

ladies gave her bits of ribbon; we have 

taken a great deal of pains to make it, 

and I hope you will like it. 

The delight of Lydia is not to be ex­

preffed; fhe thanked the little girl in a 

very civil pretty manner, and then ran, 

half wild with pleafure., into her Ma1nma's 
room, 
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room, to £hew her priz~. It is very 

handfome, indeed, my dear, faid her ' 

Mamma, the child's mother ha~ fhown a 

very grateful and pretty attention. But 

you fhould make the little girl fome pre­

fent; for though I dare fay that was not 

her mother's view in fending the garland, 

yet it is ufual on May Day.-Run down 

with this fhilling. 
Away flew little Lydia; but fhe was too 

late. The -children had be~n ftrictly 

charged not to ft:iy at all, for frar it 

fhould feerrt as if they expected any 

thing ; and if any money were offered 

them, to refufe it very civilly, and fay, 

their mother would be very angry if they 

took it. 
The joy of the garland had ftill pre­

vented any enquiry about their name or 

place of abode; but Mifs Lydia's Ma1nma 

was fo pleafed with this infrance of delicate 

civility in their mother, that fhe took pains 

to learn who fhe was, and found that her 

name was Brujh ; that fhe was a very 
worthy 
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worthy and induftrious woman~ who kept 
a little fchool, and took in needle-work. 
Mifs Lydia, after fuowing her garland witli 
great delight in the parlour, hung it up 
in the nurfery ; and at every interval of 
leifure, during the day, came to adn1ire it, 
and to play with it. 

In the morning, as foon as Mifs Lyd~a 
arofe, :fhe went to look at her garland; but 
to her great 1nortification faw that all its 
beauty was gone; that the tulips hung 
their heads, that the other flowers were 
withered, and their colours faded; with 
fame concern fhe went to her Man1ma, 
to ihow her the change in her garland. 
My dear moppet, fa.id ihe, had you for­
gotten that flowers would with~r; they 
draw all their nourifument from the earth, 
and, therefore, when th~y are feparated 
fro1n it they muft die. 

LYDIA. 

I-Iow can the earth nourifh them., 
l\1amma? 

E MAMMA , 
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MAMMA. 

My dear, as the food you take nourifhes · 
you, fo the ·plant draws the moifture out 
of the earth, and that ·moifture runs · 
through all the parts of it, and fupports 
it; and according to the different ·channels 
i~ runs through, takes all kinds of beauti .... 
ful colours, or fo1netimes only a fine green; 
and in fome .flowers takes no colour at all,· 
but leaves tl:ie plant a pure white. The 
earth is called th~ parent of plants and 
vegeta.bles; and it fupports them as a 
mother does her child : if the flower be . / 

taken out of the ground,,.it withers as thefe 
have done; and what would little Jofeph,· 
(?f even you do, Lydia, if you were taken 
from me? 

LYDIA. 

You told me once that God took care 
of me. 

MAMMA. 

Certainly; and without the . help of God 
neither could the earth nourifh its plants, 
nor the mothe~ protect her child; but in 

general, 
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general, he is pleafed to convey fupport 

and bleffings -to the child., through the 

means of the parents; and as they delight 

.in being made the inftruments of his 

goodnefs to their . child~ it ought to inf pire 

the child with tender affection and grati­

tude towards them, and incline it to obey 

the commands of God : 

" Honour thy father and thy mother." 

LYDIA. 

I am f ure, Mamma, I love you ; and 
you are very goo<l to me. 

MAMMA. 

And I have the pleafure of telling you, 

you were very good yefterday; for when 

I . called you · to your leffon, though you 

were deeply engaged in examining your 

garland, you afked Mary to hang it up, 

and came directly. 1 de.Ggn, as a reward, 

to take you., after bufinefs is done., to fee 

·Mrs. Brujh and her young family ; and; if 
you can find any little books to carry, I 

dare fay they will be a very welcome pre­

fent. I fuall take f ome of the Short 
E 2 Lei:?ures 
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i,aures for the uft of Sunday School!,. 
and the Catechifm divided into /ententes. 
This promife gave much delight to Mifs 
l-,ydia, and encouraged her to get her lef­
fons with great diligence. 

' . 

, C H A P T E R T H E S E V .E N T H, -. 

1F If E S C HO O L R O ,0 M. 

THE morning bufinefs being finifhed~ 
Mifs Lydia an,d her Mamma fet out, ac­
companied by little _Edwin.. They found 
the good woman in an exceedingly neat, 
comfortable room, .f urrounded by a ' num-

- her of little forms, on which fat about 
twenty very- orderly children, among 
whom were her own little boy and girl. 
·The little girl was marking a fampler, and 
the little boy looking at the alphabet in a 
fpelling-book. At the fight of the lady 
and her ch,jldren, they all rofe up, and 
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Mrs. Brujh would have fent them away, 

as fchool was almoft done; but Mifs 

LJdia and her Ma1nma both begged ithey 

n1ight fit down again. They looked at their 

works, examined their books, and l.v1ifs 
Lydia's Mamma afked Mrs. Brujh many 

queftions about her own children, and her 

fcholars, while the little girl was very 

bufy looking over Safh,, and feeing her 

make words upon her fampler. Edwin 
ernployed himfelf in admiring a parrot 

which hung in the corner of the roo1n, and 
which repeated b, a, ba, c, a, ca, d, a, da, 

and fo on, as he had learnt by hearing the 

children ; and was indeed an apter fcholar 

than f ome of them. Upon a hint from 

her Mamma, Mifs Lydia prefented to Mrs. 

Brujh the books fue had brought, which 

were 'l'he good Child's Delight, Short eon­

verfations, and Familiar Dialogues, together 

with the books before mentioned, which 
her Mamn1a had brought~ 

For the little girl Mifs Lydia referved 

Firft Principles of Religion, a book which 

E 3 her 



-4-6 M A r · D 4 r; or 

her Mamma efteemed v€ry highly inqeed, ' 
and pref erred to any other book of the 
kind, but which fhe did not put into her 
hands till fhe had altertd f ome few paf .. 
fages ; which, though written with the 
heft intention in the world, appeared to 

her -. to fpeak of the Deity in words too 
free to be put even into the mouth of an 
ignorant child. Lydia had not forgotten 
!he little boy, to · whom fhe gave the 
Univerfal Shuttlecock. You may be fure 
thefe prefents were received with many 
thanks ; and lVIrs. Brujh afterwards afked 
her vifitors to walk in her garden, !bowed 
them a nice brood of chickens, and gave 
Mifs Lydia fome cabbage to feed two rab­
bits· that were in a hutch : fhe then took 
them to her bee-hives, where the little 
bees were all in a clufter at the door, or · 
buzzing about and fipping fweetnefs out 
of the fl9wers) to make hon€y for their 
winter provifion~ 

· I have heard my fifter, faid Lydia, re­
peat 
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pelt f ome verf es about killing the poor 

· bees and taking their honey. 

I do not kill them, Mifs, faid Mrs • 

.Brujh, I have been taught to ufe fo111e 

fun1es which will ftupify them for a time, 

and then I take their honey, only leaving 

them a little to 1i ve upon, and they foon 

revive ; and if, in the winter, when there 

are no flowers, I cannot fpare them honey 

enough, I feed them with fugar and water. 

The greateft part of my honey I have 

fold; but when we go in, if you pleafe, 

you fhall tafte the remainder. 

The young people were permitted to 

take a little of the offered honey, which 

was nicely fpread on a thin bid of home­

baked bread. The lady made a· prefent 

of fmne money to the good woman, and 

they then took their leaves of Mrs. Brµjh 

and the children, 

CHAP-
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' C H A P T E R T H E E I G H T H, 

'l'HE L I'TTLE LAMB. 

ABOUT a week after the vifit to the 
fchool, Lydia, from her window> faw Sally 
lugging fo1nething under I1er arm, which 
feemed more than lhe could manage. 
when the little girI came to the gate, fhe 
ftopped and looked in, but rnodefty pre~ 
vented her from ringing. Mifs Lydia 
went down to· fee what fhe wanted; but 
how furprifed was ihe to fee that Sally's 
load was a little lamb, not many _days old. 
It ha1i been given to Sally by a farmer, 

\ whofe little · hoy and girl went to fchool 
to her mother, becauf e the dam wa-s deaa; 
and .fhe had adorned its neck with a wreath 
of field flowers, and brought' it as a pre­
fent to Mifs Lydia ;. accordingly when 
Lydia came to the gate, .fhe, 1n a very 

pretty 

toree 

bot\y 

L1di~ 
the l 
n1a.~e 

g~. 
ftJ i 

acce~ 
lllot\ie 

~et 

~h 
dtirg 

~t 

give1 
takin 



ANECDOTES of Mifi LYDIA LIVELY. 49 

pretty manner, begged her acceptance of 

it, and told her it muft be fed two or 
three times a-day with warm milk. No­
body can exprefs the delight of Mifs 

Lydia, upon finding . herfelf miftrefs of 
the lamb. Her joy, however, did not 

make her forget to thank Sally with great 

good-nature and civility for the gift; nor 

did it prevent her recollecting that her 

n1other had thought it proper to offer 

her a prefent for the May Garland, ihe., 

therefore, begged her to ftay till ihe 
:fhowed the larnb to her Mai.n1na; and 

taking it up, tottered into the houfe ; Ihe 
foon returned with half a crown, which 

.!he took great pains to perf uade Sally to 

accept, but to no purpofe: fhe faid, her 

mother would be very angry with her if 

:fhe took any thing; that the lamb had 

coft her nothing, and fhe had been ftriclly 

charged to take nothing for it. 

Then, faid Mifs L)'dia, at leaft let me 

give you fome fruit and fome cake ; and 

taking the little girl by the hand, feated 
her 
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her upon a bench, and ran to fetch her· a 
pi~ce of . cake; then, with her Mamma's 
leave, fhe gathered for her fome fi:rawber­
ries and cherries. Sally thanked her very 
pret~ily, and begged leave to carry them 
home to ·. divide with her brother; thus 
having given the little latnb a kifs, and 

· again told Mifs Lydia it muft be fed with 
wann milk, and be taken into the houfe 
at night, .fhe went away. 

You 1nay believe that the greateft part 
of Lydia'.s employment was to feed and 
f~nd the little lamb, whofe . baaing would 
indeed have excited tend~rnefs even in a 
heart of lefs fenfibility than Lydia's. 

The pleafure fhe had in the lamb, na .. 
turally led her to think and talk of the 
little giver. Lydia: obferved to her Mam• 
ma, that although Sally was a poor girl, 
and had never gone into company, yet 
fhe always behaved in a very pretty man­
ner, and fpoke gently an~ civilly, and 
made nice courtefies. 

My ~ear, faid h~r Ma!Uma, when people 
have .. 
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have a modeft opinion of themfelves, and 
wifh to behave with refpect and civility, 
they feldom do any thing that is improper. 

A . fear of offending will make therri 
gentle and referved in their behaviour ; 
and a perfon who . tries to fpeak in an 

obliging 1nanner is not often at a lofs for 
language~ It is conceit and forwardnefs 
that makes people difgufting; and conceit 

· and fonvardnefs is as difagreeble in a 

little girl or boy, if their parents are rich 
as if they were poor. Nothing can make 
children agreeable but being humble and 
tractable, and behaving in an obliging, 

ref pectful manner to every body; for as 

children, whoever their parents be, can 

know very little, and are unable to fay any / 
thing worth hearing, they ihould, there­
fore, think every body of more confe­
quence than themfelves, and be very 
much obliged to any body who takes no­
tice of the1n. I am fure, faid Lydia, I think 

myfelf fo. You always appear to think fo, 
my dear, faid her Mam1na; our friends 

are 
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are very kind to you, and ,will continue 
fo while you behave as properly as you 
qo; but whenever children begin to argue 
with grown people, fpeak pertly to them, 
like Mifs Smart, or pretend to know bet­
ter than they do, what is right and proper, 
they become very ridiculous and very dif­
·agreeable. Wh"1t pleafes you in Salh1, and 
what will equally pleafe in yourfelf is, 
that .fhe feems to have no wi.fh nor will 
but to oblige you, and to do what fhe 
thinks may pleafe you, and .thew her re­
f peel: to you,. 

C H A P T E R T H E N I N T H. 

't HE W CJ R K -B .II GS. 

DuRIN G the co_urfe of the fummer, Mifs 
Lydia's aunt found it neceffary to take a 
long journey, and defired the fayour to· 
leave her little daughter in her fifter's 
fa1nily, during her abfence~ as it was not 

convenient-

' ex 

he:&il 

fcant; 
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convenient to take her. This little girl, 

whofe name was Fanny, was about Lydia's 

age; and, therefore, though Mifs L)'dia's 

elder fifters were very obliging and good­

natured to her, yet ihe was her chief 

companion, and was very much delighted 

with her fociety. One day, a lady, who 

was very intin1ate in the family, came 

to n1ake a vifit, and brought a prefent 

to each of the little girls of a filk work­

bag ti-i1111ned with broad lace. In the 

bag were a needle-book furnifued with 

thread and needles, a filver thimble, a 

pair of fciffors with filver tops, in a nice 

red iheath; and befide, a piece of drawn 

lawn neatly tacked upon a bit of oil­

ikin, and juft begun for them, that they 

111ight each of them work for themfelves 

a tucker. 
Mifs FanHy, though very good-natured., 

was exceedingly giddy and carelets, leaving 

her dolls, books, and every thing ihe had, 

fcattered all over the houf e ; the confe­

quence of which was, that they were fre-

F quently 
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quently loft or fpoiled~ This lady, there ... 

fore, knowing her failing, gave her a par­

ticular caution to take care of her work-
' . 

~ag, and defired, when the young-ladies 
came to fee her, they would e;:ich bring 
their bag with them. 

For tome little , time Mifs Lydia feldom 

for got to keep her things in their places, 

and to take care of them. One day they 
l?-ad been working in a little fum1ner­

houfe in t~e garden, and Mifs Fanny had 
been particularly guarded, by one of the 

elder you~g ladies, againft leaving her 

work-bag, when ih,e came in. 
Mifs Lydia, when 1he_ had done work, 

collected all her thi~gs into her bag, and 
hung it upon her arm, Fanny did the 

fame, and they bodi can1~ down out of the 
fummer--houfe; but Fanny faid, lhe muft 
gather a nofegay be(ore ibe came in, out 
of a little garden that had been given her, 

and away fhe ran to the pl.~ce; l:>ut find­
ing the work-bag inconvenient upon her 

arm when fhe ftooped to gather flowers, 
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ibe laid it down on a clean grafs plot. The 

nofegay being made, fhe was preparing to 

go in, when ihe faw Lydia's little larnb, 

who was in the adjoining field, put his 

nofe over the pales very near her ; fl1e 

ran to him, {hoked his head, fetched him 

fome cabbage to eat out of her hand, 

and played with him, till recoiletting fhe 
fuould fcarce have tfrne to be dreffed be­

fore dinner, fhe ran 'in, in great hafte, 

leaving the work-bag upon the grafs. 

Fanny did not once think of her work­

bag till ihe was going to fit dm,vn to .. 

work after dinner; fne then recollected 

that ilie had left it upon the grafs, and 

ran ih great hafce to fetch it; but when 

ihe carne ihe found all her things in a 

very difmal conditjon; the work-bag was 

torn to pieces, and all wet and dirty ; the 

needle-book and work were tofTed out, and 

entirely fpoiled; the thimble had rolled 

quite away; in fhort, nothing had efcaped 

but the fciffors, and, as for the [heath, that 

was bent, and the colour quite changed. 

F 2 Any 
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Any of you who ever have had a prefent 
you were pleafed with, and feen it deftroy­
ed by your own careleffnefs, will be able 
to judge what this little girl felt, when ihe 
caft her eyes upon all this mifchief. She 
ftood at firft quite fl:upified, then began 
to examine · the things, one by one,. and 
·when ihe found them entirely fpoiled, fhe 
could not refrain from tears and la1nen­
tation. The gardener, hearing her cry, 
ca1ne from the other end of the garden., to 
know what was the matter ? ihe told him 
her misfortunes, and afked, who could 
have put her things _into that ftate? . The 
gardener faid, it was a great pity, but he 
did not doubt but it was the puppy, for he 
·had juft before feen him running _abou_t 
the garden, and had turned him out. 

Poor Fanny could do nothing but pid~ 
up the tattered bits, and carry them for­
rowfully into the lroufe; ev~n thofe wh9 
blamed her negligence c9uld not help 
pitying he~; and fhe found Mifs Lydia, in 

particuiai:, 

a coufi 

give~ 
and 

need] 
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particular, ready to cry with her, and to 
ihare in her trouble. 

e The riext morning, as Lydia and her 
c little friend were talking over this acci­

dent, Fanny faid, her greateft concern was, 
that Mrs. Grant would know ihe had 

d taken fo little care of her prefent ; and 
e that ihe could not bear the thought of 

feeing her; but, fays fhe, one of the 1naids 
told me, ihe l11d got a piece of blue 
filk jufl: the colour of .mine, and .fhe had 
a coufin who was a milliner, and would 

d give her a bit of blond lace and ribbon, 
and ihe would make me a bag \md 

t needle-book, j uft like the others; a:11d 
that I might buy a fheath with my own 

t money ; and if we could but find the 
thimble, Mrs. Grant need never know it; 

~ for, as your Ma1nma was out all day yef­
terday, and does not come home till to­
morrow, ihe need know nothii1g of the 
m atter; and who elfe will tell ? It may 
be very good-natured in Sarah, faid Mifs 
Lydia; but I hope, my dear Fanny, you 

F 3 are 
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" are too good to do fuch a mean, deceitful 
trick; if, you fay, you could not be_ar to 
fee Mrs. Grant now, I think it muft dif­
trefs you a great deal more to fee her 
when you -knew you were ~rying to d~­
ceive her; and how dreadful it would be 
to hear her commend you for taking fuch 
care of your bag, when you were confcious 
how you had behaved. I am f ure, if no 
creature were to find me out, I ihould be 
very ;niferable ; and if you fhould be 
found _out, °'.'Vhat would become of you 

- then? 

You ¥e a great deal better than I am, 
fa.id Fanny; and now I co_nfid_er about it, Illa, 

me 
) I dare fas my Ma1nma w~uld b~ very -

f orry J fuould dQ fo ; anc:l fo I muft tell Fa1;; 

Mrs. Gritnt the ,yhole tr_uth, I think-b.ut 
I · fhall look f o foolifh ! 
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C H A P T E R T H E T E N TH. 

ernE r1s1cr. 

SoMETIME after the lofs of the work­

bag, the family received an invitation to 

dine at Mrs. Grant's. On the day they 

were tq go, Mifs Lydia took an opportu.:. 

nity of feeing her Ma1nma alone, and 

afking her advice. I do not like, Man1-

ma, faid :fhe, to take my work-bag with 

n1e, becaufe I think it will 1nortify poor 

Fanny [o, and look as if I wanted to fhow 

I was more careful than :fhe ; and yet I 

am· afraid of appearing uncivil to Mrs. 

Grant, who defired me to bring it. 

Lydia received her 1namma's tendereft 

careffes, and commendations, for her fen-­

timent and generofity; ym..1 judge with 

great propriety and delicacy, my dear, as 

to not taking the . work-bag; and Mis. . 
Grant, 
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Grant, who mufi: know the hiftory of poor 
Fanny's, will eafily guefs your reafon for 
leaving yours at home, and will honour 
you for it: and Fanny, when .fhe knows 
how kind and confiderate you are, muft 
love you dearly. The coach was foon 
after at the door, and Mifs Lydia, her 
Ma1nma, one of her fifters, and Fanny 
got 111. 

Poor Fanny was that day an inftance 
how one giddy or thoughtlefs thing may 
entirely deftroy a perfon's pleafure. She 
had been expecting the day they were to 
go to Mrs. Grant's with great impatience 
and delight; but her unfortunate care­
Jeifnefs had fo altered her feelings, that 
fhe dreaded the thought of going, and 
would very gladly have been left behind. 
She was very grave all the way> though 
Lydia tried all fhe could to amufe her, by 
pointing out to her the flowers in the 
hedges, the birds in the ti:ees, and the 
carriages as they paired. lVIrs. Grant was 
very happy ta fee them all, and efpecially 
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the two young ones. S~1e obferved them, 

however, a little, to fee if they had brought 

their work-bags. 

The young ladies, as they were feating 

themfelves, obferved upon a table, at the 

further end of the room, too very little 

cradles with dolls in them; they thought 

it probable they were intended as a pre­

fent for them ; and this thought increafed 

poor Mifs Fanny's diftrefs and co.nfufion: 

to receive another prefent when {he had 

been fo carelefs of the former, hurt every 

generous principle within her; after fome 

little ti1ne, Mrs. Grant aiked Mifs Lydia 

if fue had done her tucker? Lydia an­

f wered very modeftly and prettiiy, Yes., 
Madam. 

And why did you not then bring it to 
ihow me? I dare fay it is very nicely 

done ; and I had pleafed 1nyfelf ·111uch 

with the thoughts of feeing both your 

works : is yours finifuecl too, Mifs F anrt)' ? 

Poor Fanny could hold ot1t no longer, but 

bur.ft into tears. Her aunt was fo good 

as 
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as to explain to Mrs. Grant the caufe ·of 
her grief, and tell how very forry fhe had 
been: fhe likewife informed her of Lydia's 
delicacy in not chufing to make a parade 
of her work-bag, which was, howev_er, 
very faf e ·at home. 

You are a fweet girl, faid Mrs. Grant, 
and will, I c.~are fay, make an excellent 
nurfe ; fhe then fetched the two cradles ; 
they wen~ both of white fattin,, the one 
had fine worked muflin curtains tied with 
blue, and a muilin di1nity quilt fringe; 
and in it Jay a ·little doll dreffed like a 
little boy in a rnuhin robe, with a laced 
rofe to his cap, and a blue fafh. The 
other cradle had pink Perfian curtains tied 
with white ribbon~ , and a white fattin quilt 
bound with pink ribbon; this contained 
a little girl in a muilin robe likewife, with 
a pink ribbon round her cap, and a pink 
fafh round her waifl. The goodnefs of 
your behaviour, faid Mrs. Grant, I think 
entitles you to the privilege of chufing 
fir.fr; take which you like .: Mifs Fanny 
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i will accept the other; and I _ dare fay fhe 
I, 

d ' will not let the puppy co1ne into her 
nurfery. 

Mifs Lydia begged leave to let Mifs 
Fanny chufe firft, and preifed her much to 
fay which !he liked beft; but !he con­
ftantly refufed; till after this friendly con­
teft had lafted fome little time, Mifs 
Lydia's Mamma told her, it would be 
better for her to 1nake a choice, as Mifs 
Fanny could not be perfuaded to deter­
mine. 

1"he dear girl had pitied Fanny, and 
wifued that fue !hculd be pleafed about 
the doll; and, as !he knew that !he very 
much preferred the little boy herfelf, fhe 
naturally thought that Fanny would do fo 
too, and, therefore, left it for her, and took 
the little girl. Fanny then took the boy, 
and promrfed to guard it fro1n puppies, 
and all other mifchances. 

I thought, faid the elder Mi1s Li'vely, 
you were wifhing but the other day for 

a Ettle 



a little boy doll. I expected you would 

have chofen that ? , 
Lydia faid nothing. But Mrs. Grant, 

who gue.ffed her reafon, afked Fanny which 

fhe really thought the prettieft? Fanny 

thus called upon, faid, they were both 

pretty; but ihe thought the little girl the 
prettieft. Then pray take it, faid Lydia; 

for indeed I left the boy becaufe I 
thought you would like i_t beft. And I, 
faid Fanny, did not like to fay any thing, 

becaufe I thought my coufin liked the 

little girl beft. 

, You are both cha_rming girls, faid Mrs., 

Grant; but I fuppofe, if you change, each 

will have exactly what fhe wifhes. The ex◄ 

change was made,·and afterward the young 

ladies f pent their ti1ne till dinner in nurf-
' ing their children, and putting the1n in 

and taking the1n out of the cradle. 

Mifs Lydia had ·now quite left off whin­

ing and fro~ning, and was grown a very 

agreeable play-felloyv and companion; 

and as · ihe and Fanny ainufed themfelves, 
without 
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without any noife or buftle, it was .a plea­
fure to fee them in the room. During the 
whole time they ftaid, they behaved in the 
moft pleaiing manner ; and Mrs. Grant 
did every thing in her power to make 
the vifit agreeable to them. After paf­
fing a very cheerful day, they returned 
home, and Mifs Lydia had the pleafure of 
feeing her little friend in much better· 
fpirits than when ihe fet out. 

( .. , 

J 

C !:I A P T E R T H E E L E VE N T H. 

~HE BASKEi OYERCf'URNED. 

ONE day, as Mifs Lydia was walking in 
the fields, with her Mamma, her fifters, 
and Fanny, ihe faw a little girl ftanding 
near the hedge, 2.nd crying very fadly. 
The voice of difi:refs was never heard 

·without attention by Mifs Ly_dia; ihe ran 
G up 
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llP to the girl, followed by Fanny, and 
afked her, what was the matter? 

GIRL. 

Oh! dear, what fl1all J do ! 111y eggs 
are altnoft all broken! and my mo_ther 
will be fo angry, I arn afraid to -go h0111e ! 

~ 
LYDIA. 

Do not cry. I dare fay your mother will 
not be very angry: my Mam111a would 
not, I a1n fure. 

GIRL (Jlill fobbing.) 
Yes, Mifs; but · my mother _ will, and 

beat i.ne feverely too. I was to have 'fold 
the111 for a fl1illing, and carried back fo111e 
but~er and a loaf. 

LYDIA • . 

I dare fay you ditl not break then1 on 
purpofe: how did it happen? 

GIRL. 

My 1nother put ·two dozen of eggs into 
this li'r1:le bafket, and ·wrappe9- the111 nicely 
up in flraw, and bade 1ne go directly to . 
town with them, and not ftop at all. She 
told J:ne I 1nuft fell them f Oi a fhiJling, 
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and bring back a loaf and fon1e ·butter. I 
walked ftraight on till I cune to this field, 
and then the blackberries looked fo nice 
in the hedge, that I longed to get fome ; 
and I thought there could be no harm in 
ftepping to the hedge and gathering a few. 
I fet my bafket down becaufe I wanted to 
reach a very fine bough that grew in the 
back part of the hedge ; but while I was 
plucking the fruit, a great over-grown dog 
came and ran his no(e into my bafket, 
overturned all the eggs, and broke a 
dozen of them ; and now I cannot buy 
the bread and the butter. My mother 
wants then1 for her tea, and I do not 
know what ihe will do to me. 

Mifs Live61's Mamma, and her elder 
fifrers had now walked up to them, and 
Mifs Lydia's rv.Iamma having overheard 
the girl's difcourfe, faid, · I am forry to fee 
you in fuch trouble ; but you now find 
the confeq uence of not minding your 
mother. Little girls are apt to think they 
know as well as their pa.rents ; but they 

G 2 generaHy 
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generally find themfelves mifraken, and 
fometimes get into a great deal of diftrefs 
by fancying fo ; as you have done. Your 
mother bade you go directly,_ to -town and 
ftop no where, becaufe ihe knew if you 

. got to play, or gave ·ybur attention to any 
thing but your eggs, a great many acci­
dents might happen to break the1n; and 
if you had .done as ihe bade you, it is pro­
bable your eggs would have been fafe. 
Your mother, therefore, will have great 
reafon to be angry, when .fhe knows how 
the accident happened. 

GrRL: 
Yes, f'.1adam, that is what will make 

her fo angry; 1he would have forgiven 
me a great deal f ooner if it had happened 
any other way. A boy, who came by juft 
nov,., advifed me to fay I \Vas getting over 
a ftile, ~nd the bar gave way, and that 
I tumbled down, and fo my eggs got 
br~ken; but I never did tdl her a lie in 
my life, and I fhould be very unwilling 
to begin now. 

LADY. 
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LADY. 

Your mother has at leaft been very kind 
to you 1n inftilling fuch g~od principles 
into you. 

GrRL. 
Yes, Madatn, fhe always taught n1e to 

be honeft, and never to tell a lie upon any 
account whatever ; and if fhe were to finl 
out th1t I deceived her, fhe would punifh 
me ten times more than fhe will now. 

LADY. 

Be affured you can never efc.ape trouble 
and farrow by being wicked; you have 
-already done one fa~1lt, and you feel how 
unhappy it has made you; but, if you 
were to tell a lie, you would bec01ne a 
great deal more naughty, and confequent­
ly be a great deal more unhappy. And 
though you were not found out, _ I dare fay 
your mother has taught you that God always 
fees you ; and if you try to fave yourfelf 
by wicked means, you put yourfel(quice 

. out of the way of his bleffing and pro­
tection. Now, you are fo good a girl, 

G 3 I dare 
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I daF•~ fay you will find your mother 

kinder to you · than you expecl:. Dry up 

your tears, and take this fhilling; give 

1ne the eggs that remain, go and buy 

your butter and bread, and then you·r 

1nother will not be difappointed; and as 

you are f o good a girl, whenever your 

mother has any eggs or chickens, you 

may bring them to me, and I will give 

you your price for the~; only remember 

to call at the firfr white houfe as you come 

mto town. 

The poor girl received the fhilling with 

equal joy and gratitude ; and, when fhe 

was gone, Mifs ·Lydid's Mam1na obferv~d 

to her, th~t perfons often find a prefent 

reward in doing their duty : If this little 

girl, faid fhe, had taken the boy's advice, 

and determined to tell her mother a falfity, 

-- fhe would probably .have turned back 

directly; and been in another field when 

we came . here, . fo that v/e ihould have 

known nothing of ~er diftrefs, and her ' 

frory would) perhaps, not have been fo well 
toki 
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told as to efcape deteB:ion. I hope now 

the amends 1 have made for her lofs will 

abate the f everity of her mother's anger ; 

and when the whole of her conduct is 

known, fhe 1nuft, I think, receive her 

praifes. 
J uft as ihe had done f peaking, a beauti­

ful infect flew by Mifs Lydia. Look, 

Mamma, faid ihe ; that fly is juft like the 

piB:ure in my book; is it not ? We will 

look, my dear, faid her Mam1na: and 

taking out of her pocket the Rational 

Dame, ib.e found the little creature under 

the title of Dragon Fly; and little Lydia 

read the defcription of it, and had after­

wards a full opportunity .of admiring it, as. 

it refted upon a leaf. · 

I am fure, faid Lydia, I am much 

obliged to Mrs. 'l'eachv.,>e/l for writing fo 

nice a book; it has taught me a great 

many things. And me likewife, faid her 

Man11na; we will never walk out without 

it ; for the befr uf e we can make of our 

walks, is to acquaint ourfelves with the 
works. 
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works of God; which in the fields and 
lanes are ~ontinually before us. And I 
wiih Mrs. 'I'eachwell - would give us fome 
little fyftem of plants, with their nature 
and ufes> fit for f uch young folk as you ; 
for I again fay, you cannot be too well 
acquainted with the works of God, who 
1nade you, and made the little infects, and 
the Dender flower which your eye almoft 
overlooks. God, my child, has fpread 
before you two volumes, which are each 
his work., and demand and deferve your 
1110ft attentive confideration, and moft 
curious ftudy; the book of Rev~lation-I 
mean the Bible, wherein you learn the 

· way to eternal life.; and the book of nature, 
which is every wh~re fpread open before 
you, and which infb-ucts you every where 
in the wifdom and goodnefs of God. Let 
no opportunity flip then of acquainting 
yo:urfelf with thofe wonders; and the more 
you learn of " \Vhat great ' things God 
has done for you;" may your heart feel 
n1ore grateful to Him.) and 1nore ready to 
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obey Him, and to do every thing He 

con1n1ands. 

C H A P T .E R T H E T W E L F T H. 

er H E B I R er H D A r. 

Mrss Lydia had feveral brothers as well 

as fifters, a good deal older than herf elf; 

among the reft was Gilbert, a boy, who 

from the goodnefs of his dif pofition, fee1n­

ed formed to make his parents happy. 

Obliging to all, he was particularly indul­

gent and kind to little Lydia. One day, 

1n the autumn, he joined a family party 

in the garden., and feeing fome fine al pine 

ftrawber::-ies in a little garden which th~ 

elder ones had given to Lydia) he afked her 

if he might gather fo1ne ? No, pray bro­

ther., do not gather them now., faid Lydia; 

for I keep them to treat you all with to­

morrow, upon my birth-day. Is to-

morrow 
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morrow your birth day, little girl ? replied 
he ; then, as to-day is a half-holiday, I 
will go a fifl1ing, and try if I cannot get 
you a difh of fi{h for you.r dinner. I fhall 
fet off directly; and pray, Mam1na, do 
not mind whether I · return to dinner, for 
I do not care about that. Go then, faid 
Mamma; and I will contribute fome tarts 
and a cake, as my fhare of the enter­
tamment. 

Gilbert took-his rod f1,nd his implements, 
and away he went. At dinner he was not 
much expected; but in the evening his 

. Mamma began to grow · uneafy, and was 
going to fend a fervant after hi1n. How-­
ever, juft as {he was [peaking to the 
fervant, Gilbert c~r:ne in much tired, but 
without any fifl1. 

I ain forry, Lydia, faid he, not ,to have 
any- fi{h to offer you ; but I think, when 
you know how it happened, you will not 
be difpleafed with 1ne. I , had, faid he, 
no fuccefa at all till evening ; the fi!h 
then began to bite, and I caught two very 
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fine trout. I was coming home 1nightily 
delighted with my prize ; but before I 
had ,valked a quarter of a mile, I heard the 
frmnd of f01nebody crying on the other 
fide of the hedge, and heard a voice fay, 
Now your brothers and fifl:ers muft go to­
bed without their fu~pers; and poor things, 
I ieft then1 only a halfpenny roll in the 
morning; and we had nothing, you know, 
but a few turnips yefterday. 

The hedge was fo thick I could not fee 
who was f peaking, till we ca1ne to a ftile, 
and then I faw the poor boy ( who comes 
to the door f01neti1nes with fifh) and his 
mother get over into the lane. I a{ked 
her, what was the matter? and fhe told me, 
fhe had been about five 1niles to buy fifh ; 
that fue had ahnoft ftarved herfelf and her 
children to fave up two fhillings for the 
purpofe, in hope of getting a little profit 
by it; {he had ftaid all day, and could not 
get any; and fhe and her fon were return­
ing hmne. She had a hole in her pocket, 
and, th~refore, had given the !billings to 

the 
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the boy ; and as they were · going through 
a, clofe lane, ihe unguardedly faid to her 
fon, Bob, are your two fhillings fafe? 
Juft at . that moment a great, big man 
jumped over the hedge,, and catching hold 
of the boy, faid, Are you quite fure they are 
fafe J let me take care of thein for you ; 
and then run his hand into his pocket, and 

t?ok away the two fhillings : a.Rd now, 
faid fhe, I have nothing to give to the chil-­
dren 1 I intended to have bought a fix­
penny loaf, when I got home, for this boy; 
apd I have tafted nothing to-day; and I 
{µou ld have tr.ied to get f ome fifh to­
morrow with the remaining eighteen 
pence. : She cried fo, added Gilbert, that I 
was ready to cry too. I had no money 
to give her. I had nothing but my fifh; 
and I afked her, how much ihe could fell 
them for? Oh ! dear Sir! faid fhe, they 
are very fine fifh ! I dare fay they would 
fetch a fhilling or eighteen ,pence a piece. 
And do y~u think you could fell them to­
night if you had them ? faid I. She faid, 
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fue did not dottbt that fhe could fell 
them ; bnt fuould not think of taking my 
fifh: however, I begged her to take them; 
and if it had not been f o late, I would 
have gone back and tried to get you fmne 
more, Lydia; but I will get up very early 
in the 1norning and go. Indeed, brother, 
faid Lydia, I beg you will not think of it; 
for if there are f uch bad men about they 
n1ay rob you too. 

Gilbert, I belieYe, faid Ma1nma, does not 
r.ead H{}race yet, or he might tell you, 
that, 

'' Blythe lings the trave\l~r'with empty purfe; 
' ' And in the roblier's fight purful!s his courfe.' • 

But though . it is certain that, if he ha::. 
nothing he cannot be robbed, he n1ay be 
uncivilly ufed, and, therefore, I would 
advife him not to go; we can, I dare fay, 
procure fi{h without giving him any fur-

. ther trouble; but I thought you had a 
ihilling this 1norning, Gilbert; what have 
you done with it ? 

H GIL BERT, 
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GILBERT. 

Pray, Mamma; do not afk me ; 1t 1s a 

f ecret at prefont. 

MAMMA. 

Then I never defire to know fecrets ; 

and you, I am perfuaded, will do nothing 

;rong; and as I have no anxiety upon 

that account, I ihould be aihamed, if 

rriere curiofity made me defirous to know 

what you wiih to conceal. Nothing, I 
think, is f o contemptible as that fort of 

curiofity, which makes people want to 

know what every one fays and does, and 

which grows more impatient in proportion 

as we think the perfon willies us not to 

k now~ 
GILBERT. 

Nay, Mamrna, I · have no real fecrets 

from you, only I wiih nobody to know juft 

now-
MAMMA. 

I arri ·quite fatisfied, my ·dear boy. 

LYDIA. 

I have a little fecret, Mamma; my filler 
told 

to! 

b.J 
JJ 

fecr 

hut 

lon 

I 
nas 

flee 

~d. 
Ci 



I 
f 

n 

r 
d 

told-me you would not be angry, and no­
body knows but her :_:._do not te 11 yet, 
Kjtty. 

MAMMA. 

· · I dare fay fhe will not, 1ny love; and 
.if fhe were going I would not let- her. 
You heard me fay, I never defire to know 
fecrets. I think no wife perfon wou-ld; 
-but I fhould be very f orry any body be­
longing to me fhould not be able to keep 
a fecret, if they were intrufted with one. 
But I will tell you f omething that is -no 
fecret ; which is, that your long walk 
has tired you ; and that you look very 
fleepy; the ref ore, I advif e you to go to­
-bed. 

Gilbert waked f oon in the ,morning; and 
-as the fun £hone very bright, and 'it was a 
-delightful morning, he longed to take his 
fifhing-rod once more; but his Mammahav­
·ing defired him not, he_did not attempt it ; 
but before he went to fchool he went with 
his violin to Lydia's door, and waked her 
with a very cheerful tune, wifhed her 

H 2 many 



80 MA r- D 4 r; or, 

many harpy birth days, and then went 
µ.w~y. · Lydia arofe as foon as the maid 
came into her roo111, and went to receive 
a kifs from her M .amma; ihe then walked 
down ft<;lir,s, and the firft thing ihe fa.w at 
the h~ll-dooJ ">-Y_as he.c little la1nb, with a 

_pew PllJe rtb-bon rou.nd pis neck, and fhak--jng (Qme littl€ round. bell6 that were faft---
en_~d: •tQ it; A,wa.y fhe flew, firft to her 
Ma.in1ua., then to her fiili¢rs, to ~flc who 
h~d made her lamb f o .fine r but they 
t:Quld not give her any information; ev.ery 

body in the ho:ufr wa$ .a!ked to np put­

pofo. Afte:rr a little while, I ,think, faicl 
MJ!Ultna;---,l guefs too,. cried o~t little 
Lydia, it muft be Gilbert; you know he 
foid. h.e had a fe<;ret; that is it dep~nd 

Ul)_QJl it•; hQW kind it was of him! how-
'- .lie.arly I do love Gilknrt ! Every body 

mµft l.o~e him .de.arly, faid his Mam1na. 
I wifh, fuid ¼dia, I knc;w how to make him 
f ome return. I wifh I COlllcl do any thing 
to plei:fe hioo,--:-Y our wifh is natural ancl 

-~miable; but .be fatjsfiecl, that Gilbert finds 
I , • 
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1n the performance of :fuch aB:s of good 
nature and kindnefs, a higher reward than 
any we ·could give him; believe me there 
is a delight in being kind and affectionate, 
and generous, that is beyond any-pleafore 
that relate3 merely.· to a perfol)',s own felf: 
and if the moft ill-tempere·d and f elfifu 
perfon in the world would but deter­
mine for one month to fay nothing but 
what was kind ; and to be . al.ways doing 
-obliging at?,d liberal things,. he · wot'.1ld find 
himf elf f o much more _corrif ortable, f o 
much better, not only .i_n mind but in 
health ; and f o 1nuch more eafy and fatif­
fied with himfelf, that ·mere [elf-love would 
make him continue fuch a condu~. 

LYDIA. 

I am delighted even with feeing my 
little lamb happy, when I feed and carefs 
faim. I think it is a great pleafure to have 
the power of making any_ thing happy, 
r · MAMMA, • 

Cherifu, my deareft child,· this dif po:.. 
fi tion, and thefe feelings; and if y6u 

H 3 Olould 
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~lei: ev~f t11,ett with 'Unkindnefs from 
Qt~~r$~, ~~ t1~\ ,lc¢ ihit. incline. you to be , 
l~fs_ ldA<¾_ <!f\d ;good, Be~r always in your 
wind the,) text l'. once_ taught you, " Be 
n~t oyq-eoroe of ~,~il ; · b.ut over.coret ,.evil 
with good~'' 1 And. if y~n1· fee perfons by 
th.ek· ill-temp.er offend! God~ and vex every 
body ,·_ th~y ;ara connected with, inftead 
of 1naking, their b11d behaviour, ari excuf e 
for. y,6u\ ·o.wi11, - cliink. what a fad thing it 
WO\l ~ ~h.e . if yqu., feeirig the difagreeabl~.,,. 
n..efs,f of their behaviour, ·were tio become . . . 

lia<.e, ;them.; . and .on the contrarv, think. 
, ' 

what an~ honour, it will be to you, if, hy 
.your example, by feeing you always par 
tient a~d kind, and difinterefted, others 
leave off difp~tes inA relfifhnefs, and grow 
\o-9,0q.. , 
~ _, , 

l ' • L¥~I·,A~ L 

He.r.e ~9q1~s the d~ar Gilb~rt. 

r,. A~,; - '" · MiMMA. 

Here he c;omcs; a11d :I am fure you 
both . foe-L far more joy than th~ mere 
fpendipg of a 1hillirig ~.oJA:ld· ha.ve given 

you;. 
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you ; and the older you grow the more 
I truft you will know and underftand of · 
that kind of joy. . 

/ 

C H A P T E R T H E T H I R T E E N T H, 

~HE SECRET EXPL41NE~ 

WHILE Mifs Lydia was at work with 
her Mam1na., a fervant can1e in, and faid, 
a little girl and boy at the gate afked for 
Mifs Lydia. Lydia coloured; and upon her 
Mamma's afking who they were? faid, 
with great eagernefs, It is little Sally and 
her brother, Madam : may I go down to 
them? Pray let me go by myfelf? You 
fhall fee the little girl before fhe goes 
home. 

Mamma's confent was foon obtained, 
and, Lydia, having firft ftepped into her 
room, and hafrily taken a little bundle 
out of the drawer, flew down ftairs, 

When 
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When fhe got to the gate, fhe. faw 
~ Sally holding a pretty little· bafket ,· made 
of rufhes, with little tu(ts of_ filk at the 
four corners, and covered at top with 
green leaves. 

As foon as Sally faw Mifs Lydia, ihe 
prefented the bafket to her, and told her, 
that the maid, who had bidden her to come 
to the houfe this morning, told her it was 
Mifs Lydia!s birth day; and Jhe had made 
that bafket, and taken th~ liberty to bring 
it to her. 

It is a very pretty bafket, indeed~ 
faid Mifs .Lydia; and lifting up t<he leaves 
on the top, ihe faw the ba!ket was ahnoft 
full of little cakes and lozenges, and oo 
them Sally had put fome bunches of fer-. 
vices. . 

LYDIA. 

Where did you get all thefe things~ , 
. Sally ? I will not take the1n from you, 

SALLY. 

Yes, pray do .Mifs, I brought them on 
• purpo~ 
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purpofe for you. My mother m~1<.es the 
cakes and the lozenges herfelf, and fells 
them ; and my brother and I were out all ' 
yefterday afternoon to look for f ervices on 
the hedges ; and th~n I made the ba{ker: 
and put them into it; and I !hall be very 

· forry if you will not accept of it, 

LYDIA. 

You made that pretty bafket, Sally I 1 
wifh you would teach me to make f uch 
nice bafkets. . 

SALLY. 

That I will with great pleafure, Mifs, 
if your Mamma likes it. 

LYDIA. 

I atn much obliged to you f 0r y01.1r nice 
prefent. I have f omething for you, Sally ; 
and that is the reafon why I fent for you 
to come to-day. So faying, Lydia opened ' 
the band-box, and took out a _pew ftraw 
hat, with a nice green ribbon round the 
crown, and one fmall neat bow behind, 
and green ftrings to tie it. Lydia defired 
the little girl to pull off her own hat, and 

then 
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then fit down and let her · put this on: 

• nor had Sally more delight' in being thus 
dre!fed, than Lydia had in dreffing her. 

Lydia then went again to her box, and 
_ took out a very ·pretty cotton frock, which 

!he put on the little boy, with more plea­
f ure than fhe had ever dreffed a d_oll ; 
though the little __ fellow was not quite f o 

quiet as a doll, but was moving and 
twifting about to fee as much as poffible 
of the flowers upon his frock~ 

When their things were adjufted, Mifs 
Lydia led them to the door., aqd defired 
her Mamma to ftep down. 

Mamma, faid fue, I told you I had a 
fecret ; this is it. · I read in the Childrens 
Friend, that pe(?pl~ fhould do fome good 
action on ttei-r b1rth day. · Dq you like 

S~lly's_ hat, Mamma? . 

,MAMMA. 

. Y,es, my dear, it is• very neat indeed : 
but where did you get th~fe things ? you 
could not buy th.em yourf elf. 

LYDIA. 
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LYDIA. 

No, Mamn1a ; my fifter was f o good as 
to get the hat and the ribbon for me 
when !he went to fchaol, and to put the 
ribbon on for n1e. I have been faving· 
up my money a great while. Do not you 
remember I would not buy a bafket when 
the others did ? and look now what a 
pretty bafket Sally has brought me ! a 
great deal prettier than that at the door. 
Still I fuould not have had money enough 
if n1y aunt had not happened to give 1ne 
a ibilling the other day. 

MAMMA. 

But where did you get the frock ? 
LYDIA. 

Do not you remember the piece of cot­
ton Mifs Friend gave me to make my 
great doll a gown ? My fifter faid, there 
was enough to make the little boy a frock, 
and !he was f o good as to cut it out and fit 
it for me, .and I made it up myfelf. 

MAMMA. 

It is very nicely made, I am fure; and 
you 
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you, my love, are -a pr0of of what I was 

faying juft now, of the pleafure there is in 

doing kind atl:ions; you appear fo cheer .. 

f-ul and fatisfied. I am fure you never had 

half f o much enjoyment of a new hat for 

yourfelf, or a fine doll. 

LYDIA. 

Becaufe the little boy- and girl look f o 
happy; and there is· fo much pleafure in 

feeing people happy. 

·MAMMA. 

Bleff'ed indeed are thof e whofe coonte­

nances, like a mirror, refleEt the bright­

nefs which fhines in the face of their 

n~ighbour: or, to fpeak more plainly, 1ny 

little dear, bleffed bbth of God and man 

are tlrofe who ate -cheerful and happy, be­

caufe they fee another perf on glad ; "' Who 

. rejoice with rhern that do t'ejoite." But, 
' my dear, your littk friends, I date fay, 

are impatient to fuow their m(jthet their 

prefents : you had b,etter di1mifu thetn. 

Lydia, who had now learned to mind 

her Mamma the .n1oment !he fpoke, 
thanked 
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thanked Sally for her pretty bafket, and 

told her {he mufr come one day and teach 

her to make f uch ; afid then defired them 

to go home. 
Sally made a dozen courtefies, and the 

~ittle boy as many bows; and thanked her 

again and agaih as they went away. 
Mifs Lydia then put ·away her bail<.et 

with cakes, faying, that fhould make part 

of the f eaft in the afternoon. 

A half holiday had been procured for 

Gilbert, fo that he joined the cheerful 

· circle at dinner; and in the afternoon 

f on1e young folk were expected to tea. 

Mifs Lydia, therefore, . was abundantly 

buf y in fetting out cakes, fruit, &c.. amidft 

which Sally's little bafket was . introduced, . 

and was to Lydia the moft agreeable part of ,: 

the'entertainment, as it was connected with. 
the rernembrance of a benevolent aEtion. 

As fhe was not big enough to cut the 

large cake which her Mamma had provid ... 

ed, one of her brother's very oblig ingly 

cut forne flices for her, which !he o·ffered 
I tQ 
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to the company with great politenefs and 
propriety. . 

J lift before tea, a fervant brought in 
I 
a 

little box, and delivered it to Mifs Lydia; 
, :fhe looked, and faw it was directed to her, 

and very eagerly fet about opening it ; 
this was very eafily effected:, as the nails 
were not driven very tight.; '1-nd on lifting 
up the lid, the firft thing fhe faw was hay, 
that being re1noved, fhe found a complete 
fet of doll's tea-china, a tea-board, an urn, 
a tea-cheft, a waiter, a pair of tea-tongs; and 
half a dozen f poons ; with a little note to 
tell her, th'at thefe were the joint prefenr& 
of her elder brothers and fifters. 
· Here was a frefh fc_ene of pleafure to 

the f weet girl : h~~ pref en ts were fuown 
to every body; were admired ; and her 
delight expreffed in the warmeft manner, 
yet not fo as to importune or difturb any 
body by her joy. 

The tea-cheft was then filled with tea, 
the fugar-bafon with fugar, the urn with 
water i and Mifs Lydia made tea in a Y.f,ry 
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compofed and becoming manner. The 
evening W:;j.S pafied in cheerful and in­
offenfive amufement, where the chief con­
teft was, which fhould pleaf e and oblige 
the other moft. 

C H A P T E R T H E F OU RTE EN T H. 

·· 'l'HE AGREEABLE 'l'OUR. 

"\T\T HEN Mifs Fanny had been two 
months with her aunt, her Mamma return­
ed from her journey, and came to fetch 
her. 

Not only Mifs Fa,:znyy but the reft of 
the family, were rejoiced to fee her: the 
young perfons afked her many queftions; 
where f'ne had been ? and what :fhe had 
feen? , 

She was ready to anf wer all their in-
quiries with great good-humour; and 
taking out a book of pocket-maps, f~id, 

I 2 I will 
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~ will !how. you ·the route I have -been .. 

We fet out,· ~ you know, from BerkjhiJ·e. 

We went through 'Qxfordjhir:e, flopped .at 

, Oxford, and ,there, Mifu Lydia, faw your 

brother, who iliewed us the univerfity, 
and entertained us with c;rea~ politenefs. 

We -1ikewife pA[ed .thro.llgh lVo_odfieck .. ;. 
and I have brought each of you a pair of 

gloves_; a .manufacture for which you 

. know Woodftock is famous. 

We th~n _proceeded through Warwick­
fhire, Stajfordjhire, Chejhire, Lancajhire, 
W eflmore!a:nd, Cumberland, and Northum­
herland, where, F1mny_, your father's bu1 
fi nefs was. 

As we returned, we came by Durb.am~ 
Y.orkjhire, Der:byfhir-e, Li,n,calnjhire, .l-lunting­
danjhire, and Hertf,ordjhire . 

.I have brought my little niece and 

F.zznny a fet of dol] 's plates and dillies, 

from Staffordjhire, and a piece of rnttflin 

dimity, for gowns far my ' dder coufins, 
from /v[anchejJ,er, in Lan·cajhire; where we 

frapped a whole day> to fee the very great 
manufacture 

upo 
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manufacture that is carrying on there, of. 

cottons, dimities, mufiins, &c. 

· While we were in Lancajhire, we went 

to Anclijf near Wiga.n, to fee the famous 

burning well. 

. The water of this well is col<l, and has 

no fmell, yet there- is fo flrong a vapour 

of fulphur iffuing out with the ftream, that 

upon applying a light to it, the top of the 

water is covered with a flame, like that, 

of burning f pirits, which lail:s feveral 

hours, and emits fo fierce a heat, that 

meat may be boiled over it. The flu-id . 

itfelf will not burn when taken out of the 

well. 
· In Cumberland we faw the black-lead 

mine, from whence your pencils, young 

gentlemen, are funiihed, which have af­

fifted you in adarning my dr~ffing-roo1n 

with f uch handf ome drawings. 

While we ftaid in Northumberland, we 

went to fee the coal-pits, from whence we 

who live in the fouthern countries are 

. fupplied ! . .the ·cargoes are {llipped from 

l 3- Newcajlle 
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Newcajl.le upon ·'l)ne, whi-ch 2is a}fo famous 
for its fifhery of .SaJrn:on. 

T ·he roung gentlemen, I hope, will ac­
~ept ·pf a ip~ir ·of ·ihoe-bu~kles from Bir­
mingham, in Warwick/hire, and the 1adies of 
f-c:iff o.i:s from .Shejfiekl, _in Tor-kjhire; both 
pla.ces ,a~ f-ar1:J}ous Jor the manufaB:ure of 
har<il-w~re. 

Whik we were jn Der.byjhi,re, we went 
to .fee .tne dro.ppin.g-weH n.e.~r Buxton; 
whi-ch giv_es. the ~ppear:~nc:e of ftone to 
tV.ery thing that is put into it; and 1 
have brought :Ycu {ome :petrifactions from 
thence. 

One day we fpent at Buxton, and faw 
the c.ornpany who .go to drink th~ 1l_iledi­
-cinal w~ters there~ _ 

We likewif e :went to fee P o(}/e' s Hole, 
.by _ Buxton ; .but of -that you will find a. 
better account than I can give you in 
:the Gentleman's Magazine, written by a 
gentleman who went with a- party to vifiit 
'It. 

• I have -bro.ught ,your Mamma, fv!ifs 
Lydia~ 
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Lydia, f ome 0rnaments for her mantle~ 
piece, made of Derby/hire fpar; and an 
egg of that fubfrance for your fifrer 
Caroline's netting : the f par is faid to be 
water petrified as it drops through rocks, 
and to take .the variety of its colours from 
the different ,metals or minerals it paffes 
through. 

I have likewife brought a ,carpet for 
your papa's ftudy, from Kidderminfler, in 
Worce.fterjhire, whidh, I t-hink, he will 
not efreem inferior to the Turkey carpets., 
·whi-ch we .fetoh from ..fo far. 

From Dunjlable in Bedford/hire I have 
brought a fet of little tea-things, fo1ne 
work-bafkets, and f ome toys for the young 
folk, all made of ftraw, like your hat, Mifs 
Lydia. And now, perhaps, I have tired 
you by talking, and you will be better 
pleafed with feeing all my collection. · 

The young people lifrened with great 
attention to the lady. Soon after ibe 
produced her treafures, and de.fired them 

to. 
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to recollect the place · from whence each 
ca1ne. 

· They acquitted themfelves very well, 
and were not deficient •in proper thanks 
to their ' aunt, for her kind attention to 
them. 

A _day· or two afterwards Mifs Fanny 
and her Mamma took their leave ; not 
wtthout mutual regret on the part of Mifs . 
Lydia and Mifs Fanny, ,~ho were moft 
aff~ctionately attached t-0 each other. 

I 

CH.AP'f.ER THE FIFTEENTH. 

, ' 

-GENEROSJCf'.Y AND GR.A'l'I'l'UDE. 

_SOMETIME after M.ifs Lydia's coufin 
Fanny had left her, little Lydia, on her 
return from a walk with the maid, ran, all . . 

in tears, into her Mamma's room; and. 
. told her, that little Sally~s ~other· was in 
very great diftrefs. 

LYDIA. 

lli 
go 

c~ 
The 

tner 

take 

iQ ~ 

Do 
' 
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LYDIA. 

She owes, Mamma, four guineas to Mr. 

Flint for living i:i his houfe ; and becaufe 

fne has not money to pay hi1n, he is 

going to take every thing fhe ·has, and 

turn her into the ftreet. The poor wo­

man and children were crying fo fadly 

when I went by the door, that it made 

1ne quite uncomfortable, as Mifs Se1mour 
fays, to fee them. 

The poor woman faid, fhe and her 

children muft go into the work-houfe. 

The little girl was crying to fee her mo­

ther cry; and the boy faid, they would 

take away his rabbit, and his little chair 

in which he ufed to fit by the fire-fide. 

Do, pray, Mamma, do fomething for the 
poor woman. Perhaps, if you fpeak. to 

Mr. Flint he will not take her things. 

MAMMA. 

My dear love, J .know Mr. Flint bett{!r 

than you do: ·it ,is not poffible to per­

f uade _him to fore go his money ; and as 

to affifting .her MT.ith :fo.ur guineas, 1t 1s 

1nore 
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more than I can well f pare ; befides, you 
know there are 1nany people in diftrefs 
as well as !he. 

LYDIA. 

Perhaps fo: but I have feen this poor 
woman and the children cry fo ! and the 
·little ones have beeri fo civil to me ! 

' 

MAMMA. 

I am fincerely forry for them.-vVhy 
do y~:m look fo earneftly at me, Lydia?­
Have · you any money at all ? 

LYDIA. 

No, Mamma; I have no money; but 
you know, Mamma, you were going to 
buy me a pink filk flip, to wear under 1ny 
muOin frock-. What would that have 
coft ?-I can do very well with my di~ 
mtty ones. 

MAMMA. 

My deareft girl ! come to my arms, 
and enjoy a pleafure you fo richly deferve ! 
that of making thefe poor 'people happy. 
¥ our flip would not have coft two guineas, 
f o that facrifice alone would not do ; ,.. but 

you 

te 

ilie 

oefi 

ana 

at a 

for n 

~· 

Mam 

ten~ 

Tn1 

little 
1 

1n a n1 

Wn 

tn1, I 
1ook1~ 
down : 
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you have fet me a noble example; and 
I will alfo give up a carpet which I in­
tended to buy for my dreffing-room; and 
the price of that, added to the other, . will 
be fufficient to redeem Mrs. Brujh's goods, 
and fet her mind at eafe. 

LYDIA. 

My dear Mamma ! I am fo glad! Then 
I may go directly with the money ? 

MAMMA. 

· · Vf e will go together. You would be 
at a lofs by yourfelf. Go, pray, and au~ 
for my great-coat and my gloves. 

Lydia flew like lightning; a~d her 
Mamma being '. foon equipped, they haf­
tened to Mrs. Brujh. 

The fir~ thing they faw, was all her 
little fcholars turned out of the room, and 
in a heap before the door crying. 

When they went in, they found every 
thing pulled out of its place : a rough 
looking man had dragged her bedftead 
down flairs ; and the little boy ftood with 
his eyes fixed upon him, and fobb ing faid, 

\Vhat 
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What mu_!t mammy and I do for a bed ? 

I am fure Mr. Flint does not want this: 

he has a great many fine beds. 

Upon being afked, where his mammy 

was ? he fa.id, ~n the garden. As they 

were palling through to go to her, they 

faw another man juft going to pull her 

little copper down. Mifs Lydia's Mamma 

begged he would defift a little while, and · 

he fhould not be a lofer by it. She then 

went on ; at the farther end of the g.?,rden 

they _faw the little girl and her mother in 

a little arbour, which they had taken gr:eat 

pains to adorn with i:_ofec; and honey­

f uckles; and in which they. were now fit-, 

ting, as they f uppofed, for the laft time : 

they were weeping bitterly. The little 

girl's eyes were fixed on the parrot, which 

hung on a tree near them, and which 

feemed to take part with them, by crying 

every minute, Poor Poll ! What's the 

matter? 
The Lady and her daug11ter went on 

towards them; but., as they were walking, 
a young 

1 
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-a. young woman entered the garden haftil y, 
.and rufhing by them, ran up to the wo­
man, and catching hold of her arm, with 
great affection faid, Thank God, coufin l 
l arn come juft in ti1ne ! ' As foon as ever 
I heard you were in trouble, I left my 
place; and what with my wages, and th·e 
money I have raifed upon my cloaths, I 
have been able to bring you enough to 
pay your rent. Take the four guineas, 
.and 1et us get thefe frightful people out 
of the houfe. 

The good woman looked very much 
amazed, and was filent for a mmnent; 
then again buril:ing into tears; God forbid, 
my dear Jenny! faid fhe,. that I ihould ftrip 
you. No, I can bear my own troubles ·; 
but I could never f upport the thought, 
that I had taken your bread out of your 
mouth. How could yo~ think of leaving 
your place ? fo good a one as you had~ 
and what have you done with your cloaths? 
I never thought I fhould be the occafion 
Gf doing you fo much hann. 

K vVhile 
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W·h.ile thefe tw-0 fr.iends were talkinu·. . • . 0 

thµs1 the L~dy; and her Elaughte::r came-

, up. t,0 thern. T ·he unf 0rtup~ce worn an, in 
the. ~id!t or h_er trqubl~, qiQ.:FlQt n~gle_cl:_ 

tc:> , pay them proper .refpecc:. :- the young 

perfon ftoppe_d to make them- a cou_r!tefy, 

and then earneftl y went on. N e-v:-er th,ink 

about 1ne, I am- y-ou.qg, apd can get 1ny 

living:; apg. after all you have done for 
me, I fuould qe the moil: ungrateful crea­
ture in the wprld d-j.d I, not affift. you. 

If it had not been for you, I fhould not 

h.aye been . alive now; oi:-, if I had, . I 

fhould have , been in a workhouf-e. When 

I wa_s ill with . th~t fever> you nurfed me, 
laid_me _in your -own bed., and fat u_p with_ 

. me you~felf;. to tend • me ; and ther.1 paAd 
my doB:or~s .. billt --that I might, not be 

obliged to" feJl f°l1Y cl0;~.ths : apd have not 

you the b~.ft .. r~ght t~ them? 
I a righ.t l noJ ind_e~9, _ faid her c0u1ia. 
Sl;lrely_ you haye, r~turrie,d fhe: the 

money you fpen~ upqn me w?uld have 
paid almoft two _ye?-rs rent; and now you 

who 

,.[ 
r,, 

tod 
ter 

Peq~ 
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who lived fo neatly, and fo comfortably, 
are going to be pulled all to pieces. You 
will break my heart if you do not take 
the money : but· why fhould I £band ar-
·gmng with you, when I can go and pay the 
money myfelf. So faying, fhe was hafteniNg 
out of the garden; when Mifs Lydia's 
Mamma catching hold of her, faid, I was 
t1nwiHing to interrupt fo generous a dif­
pute, and ~ waited a litde to fee what 
would be the end of it: but as to the 
rent, my daughter and I came on purpofe 
to difcharge it. Receive from my daugh­
ter (Mrs. Brujh) four guineas, which we 
were going to fpend otherwife, but upon 
n0-;hing that would have given us half 
the pleafure which we feel in putting you in 
poffeffion of your houfe again. As to 
you, young woman, your condut1: is above 
all reward fro1n man ; and yet I wifh-

lt was impoffible for the Lady to go 
on; the joy and gratitude of thefe worthy 
people quite overpowered her; and the 
only way fhe could get rid of the·ir thanks, 

K 2 was 



was by hurrying them into the houfe, to 

f ecure all the goods. 

When the rent was dif charged, ~nd the 

inen f ent away, Mrs. Brujh and her coufin 

were able to converfe more· compof edly 

with their benefactors. The former, i~ 

the midft of ~er joy, . expreffed great con-

. cern that her coufin had thrown herf elf out 

of. place ; and afked, with great anxiety, 

what ihe .had done with her cloaths ? 
I 

-· The young woman faid, .the could not 

reft a mom~nt, after fhe heard· from an 

acquaintance, who called upon her-, that 

her landlord was very <;ruel to her; and 

that fhe expected every day to have her 

goods feized for rent. That ihe, there­

fore, went dire~ly to her miftrefs, ,and 

told her, that a relation in the country 

wanted her very much;_ and bt!gged to be 

difcharged. , 
She would not tell her the whole ftory, 

for fear .fhe _fhould oppofe , her intentions; 

and as to _aiking leave to go out for a time, 

1he could not expect to return to her 
place 
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place, when fue had dif pofed of all lier 

cl oaths. 
Her miftrefs appeared dif pleafed; but 

paid her her wages, which was about a 

guinea: that fhe then fold fome of h
1
~ 

c~oaths, and pawned the reft to raife th6 

remainder, and as much as would pay 

her pa{fage frmn London; however, as to 

her cloaths, fhe faid, ihe had not a doubt 

but fhe could get them again; for the wo­

man who took them was a very good fort 

of woman, and indeed could hardly be 

perfuaded to receive them of her. 

And do you .think, Mrs. 1enn_y, faid th~ 

Lady, your miftrefs could not be prevailed 

0-1 to take you again? Surely, if ihe knew 

the whole truth, fhe would think herfelf 

happy in fuch a fervant. 

It is not probable ihe ihould have got 

another in fo ihort a ti1ne. · You ihall 

return as f oon as you can ; and I will 

fend a letter by you to the bdy you have 

left, to infonn her from what generous 

motives you left her fo abruptly. I will 
take 



_take -my leave of y'ON both ·now; and in 

an hour's time _the letter Ihall be ready. 
· - The yo'llTH~g woma:n called at the time 
-:me:11i:t1i@ned for the lett:er; an·d afte.r -many 
·e»pre!fwns of gratit:ucle for , t:he kindn~fa 
~ow•rn tro iher comfin and ·herfe1f, returned 
it© Lm'tlon, carried it t0 her late miftrefs,. 
~ndl iH a few days, Mifs Lydia had the 
pleai£ure 0f knowing, that -her Mamma hactl 
receivro -a letter from the lady, to thank 
,her for refl:oring fo valuable a fervant to. 

her, and t0 iriforro her, that ~s her nwn 
maid was going t:o be ,married, The meant 
to ta,ke he-r to wait Hpl011 herfe-lf; and 
fhould ev:e-r e1le-e-1n a perf0n capable of 
foch noble coBd:Utt, rather as a friehd thin 
a fervant. 

C O N C L U S { 0 N. 

~A1ss Lydia, when her Mamma firft be-;.. 

gan to write down an a.ccm.int ?f her be­
haviour throughout .the day, wa~ fo much 
alanned, left the ftory ibould not be to 

her 

ne, 
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her credit, that fhe never went to lleep, 
without endeavouring to recollect how fhe 
had paffed the da.y, and whether fhe had 
been good or not. When her confcience 

told her of any fault, her concern for it 
naturally led her to confider how fhe 
might have avoided that fault, and how 
fhe ought to have behaved. In the morn­
ing, likewife, when fhe awoke, the jour­
nal was the firft . thing that came into her 
1nind; and fhe ufed to think what bufinefs 
:fhe had to do that day, and what faults 
ihe was in mofr danger of c01nmitting; 
particularly if ihe had done any thing 
wrong the day before, fhe always con­
fidered how ihe fhould condu& herfelf fo 
as not to have the fame fad ftor.y · told of 
her again~ 

Her Mam1na, when fhe found thofe faults 
thoroughly corrected, which were her firft 
motive for writing an account of her 
daughter's conduct, difcontinued her jour­
nal; but Lydia had fo accuftomed herfelf 

to the abovementioned inquiry, that fh~ 
frill 
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ftill continued fa excellent a praftice ; and 

nothing fa much affifted her, in her wiih 

to be good, as this habit; for, · by fuch a 

frequent' review of herbehaviour, ihe dif­

covered many little faults, which !he woukl 

not otherwife have noticed; and by cor­

reB:ing them in the begil1fl-H'lg, fhe efcaped 

falling into many vices and bad habits1 

which, though very eafily checked at firft, 

become, after they are long indulged, 

·very difficult to break. I very affeB:io~ 

nately recommend this practice to any 

young perfons who defire in earneft to be 

good: and if the little anecdotes I have 

written fhall perf uade any one little boy or 

girl to correct their faults, and become 

more happy in themf elves, and a greater 

comfort to their parents, I ihall be abun­

dantly recompenced for my trouble . 

.. 
THE EN JJ, 
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