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1 X1.,RO DU CTI ON lt 

THE propenfity too prevalent in the 

n1inds of youth to relinquifh grave adtl 

ferious fubjeB:s in favour of f uch as 

are of a lighter and n1ore amufing 

cafi:, m:1kes it a difficult thing for 

pious parents, guardians, and others 

"ho have the overfight of youth, to 

find fuch books to prefent thein with 

as may afford them that amufe1nent 

they feek with fuch av idity, vvahout 

hazarJing any i1tjury to their tender 

111,inds. 



( 
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It is frill a greater difficulty to meet 

with fuch books, as, at the fame tin1e 

that they invite their attention to feri­

ous and important fubjecl-s, do, by a 

fprightly and fufpenfive ftyl e, allure 

them to a cheerful and unwearied pe­

fufal. 

An attempt at fomething like this£ 

is to be found in the following conver­

fations-original in their ftyle, and as 

much fo in other refpeEts as can be 
' 

expeEted from f ubjeB:s obvious and 

common to other writers: theft, with 

the felett pieces inter[ perfed, I truft 

are fuch as may be put into the hands 

of youth, with a reafonable hope, th,it 



( iii ) 
they can frarcely begin without going 

through with them, nor read them 
through without receiving f ome in1-

preffions that may tend:to their folid ad­
vantage. I believe in thefe converfa­

tions, the f prightlieft turns cannot be 
charged withlevity,northe moft folemn 

with dullnefs ; one of them may appear 
too important for a place amongft the 
reft, but to the writer there feemed a 
propriety in throwing this fubjetl: in 
the youthful reader's way, infome fuch 

form as this, and he hopes that young 
people of good fenfe and folid judg­
n1ent, will be able to extend and im­
prove the hints contained therein. 



( iv ) 

If the perufal fhould happily i11duce 

one youth to paufe at the entrance, or 

another to retreat before he has ad-. 

vanced fo far as to be bewildered in 

the n1azes of fophiftry, it will be 1nat­

ter of pleafing refleclion to him, who 

fincerely wifhes that they n1ay be pre­

ferved out of thofe paths of uncertain 

fpeculution, which it is awful only to 

Juppoje 1nay terminate in mifery that 

knows no -end. 

'1'i1t· A CTil UR 
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DIALOGUES. 

DIALOGUE I. 

CLEANTHUS. 

IF it is a fair quefi:ion, what do you meet 

with to amufe you in that book? 

CLEMENTIUS. 

I am reading fome felecl: fcripture paf­

fages. 
CLEANTHUS. 

I afk your pardon, Clementius ; you are 

then rather devoutly than amufingly em­

ployed, and I will retire, that I may not 

interrupt you. 

B 
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B v 110 means, Clean thus. I am rather 

a1m.di1~gly tha;1 de\ outiy employed; yet I 

hope innocently, if not prvfaably fo. 

C!:...EAKTI-IUS. 

I hope I ref}1cct the frriptures with 

due revercr:ce ; yet I codt!s, the Bible is 

the lafl: book I fhoul<l think of having rc.:­

coa1 t~ to Lir am1..:l~rncnt. 

'.:'. r. E i\l E );'TIU S, 

That may be, C lc:,nthus; but you fhall, 

if you plcafc, hear ;:md judge for yourfclf. 

T .-.~ pdfoge I Wc.S jufl: reading is fdccleJ 

f·u:11 r:1-! Pfalm~, and is fublimcly and elc­

g:ntl:,· G..:icripti,·s of the omniprc(ence a1.d 

c~mni((ic1:c.i of our grc;,.t C:·e:Hor; and I 

thi:1k nothing bu~ preju<lice c11 ,·;ith-hol<l 
1 • • ~ • ,.._l. , 1 , r 

t.ie pr~ule du-! to 1t.- r,e "e,r~.s arc tne1c: 

" '\,'.ThiU1er !11211 I go from thy fpirit ? 

Ci· w :1 d~er fl:a: l I flee from thy prcfcr.ce ? 

If I at~..::enJ up i1:t0 lreavcn ;- thou art there: 

U I :r::dce my bd in he!! ; behold thou art 

there: If I tak1..: the wi~1;s of the raorning, 
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,and dv,re]J in the uttermofl:: pt1rts of the fo2; 

even thcxe {h~ll thy h:rncl ie:i.d me, ~nd thy 

rig;ht.-ha1~d iliall hold me: 

" If I fay, furcly the d.ukrlcfs foall 

cover me; even the nig~t fhall b~ light 

a~out me ; the darkncCs hi<leth not from 

th ~c, hut the night fLi11eth as the day ; 

the d.irkne1s and the light are both alike to 

Lhce." 

CLE ANT HUS.' 

This, indeed, is a paffagc wonderfully 

grand and beautiful. 

CLEM E N'T IUS. 

Yes, C1canthus; and it may be worth 

while to compare it \h,:itb fomething to the 

fame import, written hy hi:n who is often 

fiilcJ the divine Plato, who fpe:iking of 

the utter impoffibili ~v th:l.:: a guilty perfo:1 

fhould Le concea\.:.?d, or prol~cl:cd fr(,ri1 the 

vindic1:i ve notice of di\ inc jufhce) h,;.s thd~ 

,remarkable words : 

"' Thou wilt never be o,·crlook:cd or 

n 2 
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neglccred by it, though thou be fo fmalI 

that thou finkdl: into the depths of the 

earth ; or fo lofty that thou fleeft up to · 

heaven; whether th0u continueft here or 

goeft to Hades, or be carried to a more re­

mote and terrible place ~~." 

CLEANTHUS, 

It {hould feem that the author of thek 

words had the facred pa!fa.ge in view ; but 

whether they are the original effufions of 

his own mind, or an imitation of the royal 

pfalmift, it is obvious that they fall very 

far fhort of it. 
CLEMENTIUS. 

I think fo too, Clcanthus, and I rccollccl: 

an obfcnation of a very eminent claffical 

fcholar, who decl2.rcd it as his opinion, 

that in comparing the ol<l cla{Iic~l writings 
• 

and the holy Bible together, he thought 

the eloquence of Greece and Rome never 

appeared -with fuch difadvantage as when 

,, Plato's Pha::do, p. 1G7, 168; the fame
1 De 

Leg. 10 p. 1~4-. 

r,• 

I\ 
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thus compared ,, ith the foperior and d~-

11incr fublimity of th..! prophets and arof­
tlcs 

CLEANTHUS. 

The ini1:ance of the two pa{fagcs but 
now rca<l, fecm:; to corroberatc this idea. 

CLEI\lENTIC'S. 

And it has often {hulk me, th:i.t if fuch 
~l comp:1rifton was made with fome of the 
moft a.ppro\'ed p;dI1ges in modern writ­
ings, they woulJ :i1fo furrcr much by the 
competition ; but you now fee what kind 
or amufcmcnt I am purfuing. 

C J, E A r-; T f-1 t, :i • 

And am much pl.!.1ied with it . . 1Vhat , 
other fcriptural beauties docs your fc­
lecl:ion afford ? 

CLE::\1E'\'THUS. 

1.1any ; but as they may be too long to 
enter into at this time, 1 v:ill felccl: tv,:o or 
three fhort Os1C~, a111l lc:t\' C the fuh_i ecl: for 
your own future purfoit at leiforc.-li ~r-= 

n 3 
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then is one, in which I very much admire 

the figurative and poetic manner in which 

David expreffes hi:, full confidence rn God, 

and which feems to favour noL unplc.ifantl} 

of that time, which he fpent in tending his 

father J effe's fheep in the ,vi1dernefs, 

" The Lord (fays h~) is my {hcphcrd; 

I fhall not want: 

He maketh me to lie down in green 

pafl:ures: 

IIc leadeth me bdide the frill waters." 

And then, by a fu<l<len tranfition, paffes to 

that fpiritual care \';hich is the fubject of 

his grateful and cloqlle!1t ac~now1edgments 

m the rem;!ining part of this delightful 

hymn: 

" Thou refrefhefl: my foul . thou lead­

de me in the paths of righteoufnefa for thy 

name's fake: yea, though I walk through 

the valiey of the f'nadow of death, I will 

fear no evil ; for thou art with me : Thou 
• 

preparefi a table for me in the prefcnce of 

mine enemies: thou anointcfi my ht:ad -
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with oil: my cup runneth over: Surely 
goodnefs and mercy !hall follow me all the 
days of my life ; and I {hall dwell in the 
houfe of the Lord for ever." 

CLEANTHUS. 

This is, indeed, another beautiful fjJeci­
mcn, and encreafes my defire to hear more. 

CLEMENTIUS. 

vV ell, then, fuppofe I give you an in­
il:ance of David's abilities in elegiac poetry. 

CLEANTHUS. 

Do fo, Clementius. 

CLEMENTIUS. 

The fcripture then informs us, that Saul 
and Jonathan his fon, David's beloved friend, 
fell in an unfuccefsful engagement with the 
PhiliCT:ines, near Mount Gilboa. On hear­
ing the forrowful tidings of which, it is 
faidl that David took up this lamentation 
over Saul, and over Jonathan his fon. 
" The beauty of Ifrael is £lain upon thy 

high places: 

How are the mighty fallen! 
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' Tell it not in Gath, publi{h it not in the 

fireets of Afkdon ; 

,, Lefl: the daughters of the PhiEftines re-

101ce; 

Left the daughters of the uncircu:nc · fcj 

. ' tnumpn. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa let there lx.: no 

dew, 

Neither let there be rain~ upon yo 11, 

Nor fields of offering : 

For there the fhield of the mighty· was 

vile1y caft away: 

The ihield of Saul as though he had 11t1t 

been anointed with oil. 

From the blood of the fi;-.in, 

From the fat of the mighty, 

The bow of Jonathan turned noc back, and 

The fword of Saul returned not empty. 

S:ml and Jonathan were lovely, :ind plca-

fant in their lives: 

And in their deaths they were not divided: 

They were f wifrer than eagles: 

They were {honger than lions : 

Y c daughters of Ifracl, weep 0ver Saul, 
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\Vho clothed you in fcarlet with othe! de­

lights, 
vVho put on ornaments of gold upon your 

apparel: 

How are the mighty fallen! 
In the midft of the battle, 0 ! Jonathan, 

Thou waft ilain in thine high places: 
I am difrreffed for thee, my brother Jo -

nathan, 

V cry pleafant haft thou been unto me; 
Thy love to me was wonderful, 

' Palling the love of women : 
How are the mighty fallen, and the wea .. 

pons of war perifhed !" 
CLEANTHUS. 

You really furprife me, Clementius, 
with thefe infi:ances of fcripture elegance 
and fublimity. 

CLEMENTIUS. 

Y cs; and have we not a right to the 
fame remark, which is confbntl y applied to 
other tranflations, viz. that it is not poffi­
ble, efpcciall y in poetry, to prefervc Qr 

, 
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fo11y attain to all the beauties of the ori­

ginal; and I can affure you, that to hear 

this elegiac poem pronounced in the o'.·igi­

nal b.nguage, even to a perfon who do1..., 

not undcrftand :1. word of what he hears, 

there is conveyed, in the found on1y, a 

plaintive dignity ~rnd mGurnful grant!eur, 

that is wonderfuliy affeB:ing. 

CLEANTHUS. 

It is reafonable to fuppofe we lofc fome 

portion of the beauties of thcfe pc1.ffages of 

fcripture in the tran!lating of them? 

CLEMENTIUS. 

I wi}l recite to you two or three w­

ftances of grandeur .ancl magnificence in 

the fcripture exor<liums ( or .commcnc.:­

ments of Cubjetl:s) and then, if you Hill arc 

in ... li11ed to purfue this fpecies of entertair:­

mcnt, I will attend you cheerfully ::i.t an­

other opportunit}, either here or any 

where elfe that is convenient to y u. 

CLEANTHUS. 

I. am much obliged to you, Clementius, 
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and !hall be happy to embrace the offer 

'\\'~1encver it may be con:fi:ftent with your 

ov,·n convenience. 

CLEMENTIUS. 

\Vhat think you then of to-morrow,_ a 

J ittlc earlier than the prefrnt time, and Ill 

this placer 

CLEANTHUSr 

It is perfecl:ly agreeable, Clementius. 

CLE!\lENTIUS. 

'\V ell, then before we part, I will, as I 
propoCcd, repeat a facred exordium or two, 

and then difmifs the fubjeB:. Among thefe, 
I think the manner in which fviofes com­

mences his prophetical and hifrorical fang, 
is worth- our notice.-It runs thus: 

"Give ear, 0 ye heavens, and I will fpeak, 

And hear, 0 e,u th, the words of my mouth: 

~VI y doc1 rinc fhal 1 cJr1Jp as ::he rain ; 
My tiJeech {hall diilil as the dew : 

As t\e final! rain upun the te:1d'cr f1erb, 
And as the gentle {hower upon the grafs, 

For l will publi[h the name of the Lord . 

-
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Afcribe ye grPatnefs to our God: 

He is the rock : 

His work is perfect ; for all his ways ate 

jufr: 
A God of truth, and without iniquity, 

J ufr and right is he." 

In a manner fomething :fimilar to this, 

Ifaiah commences his juftly admired pro-

phecy. 
" Hear, 0 heavens, and give ear 0 

earth, for the Lord hath fpoken." 

The lamentations of the mournful prophet 

J cremiah is another infrance of beauty in 

this kind, which begins thus : 

" How doth the city fit folitary that was 

full of people? 

How doth {he fit as a widow ! 

She that was great among the nations, 

And princefs among the provinces, 

How is fne become tributary ? 

She weepeth fore in the night ; 

Her tears are on her ~heeks ; 
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Among all her lovers :£he hath none to 

comfort her ; 
All her friends 'hz.ve dealt treacheroufly 

with her." 

I will add but one more, though there are 
many other that are worth your while to 
look out yourfelf; and which will, in my 
opinion, reward your application. This 
is taken from the New Te£b.ment-it is 
the apoftle Paul's introducl:ion to his Epif­
tlc to the Hebrewss in which he is la­
bouring to efiablifn. the fuperiority and ex­
cellence of the evangelical difpcnfation a­
bove the prophetical which immediately 
preceded it.-He begins thus: 

" God, who at fundry times, and in di­
vers manners, fp:ike in time pafl: unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in the[e 1af1: 
days fpoken unto us by his fon, whom he 
hath flppointed heir of all things, by Vv hom 
he made the worlds." 

This is an exordium, which, befi<les i\s . 
c.. 
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elegance and dignity, contains much more 

th:111 may occu r to a fuperfici:il reader. I 

have now, Cleanthus, fully a1~fwered 

your quefi:ion refpecl:ing the amufemcnt I 

met with in this book, and if you continue 

in the fame mind, we will renew the fub­

jecl: at the propofed time: I mufr now bid 

you adieu. 
CLEANTHUS. 

Dear Clementius, I am extremely de-· 

lighted with thefe fpecimens of fcriptural 

beauties; I am much obliged to you, and 

\.\ ill, for the prefcnt, bid you adieu. Re-­

member your appointment. 

CLEMEKTIUS. 

I will remember.. 

, 
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DIALOGUE II. 

GEORGE AND ALMIRA. 

ALMIRA. 

LET us take a walk into the garden, it 

will bv very pleafant after this foft and 

gentle !bower~ 
GEORGE, 

'\Vith all my heart, Almira; the air will 

be agreeably cooled, and the fweet odours 

of the flowers will now exhale mor'e copi­

oufly-the verdure of the le:ives, and the 

beauteous tints of Flora's pitl:ures, \vill be 

greatly hcighteneJ and improved by its 

means. 
ALMIRA. 

Tiut tell me, George, why do the pJants 

and fimvers emit more liberally their grate­

ful odours after a foft !bower? 

C Z 
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GEORGE. 

And why fhould my Almira fuppofe me 

philofopher enough to anfwer fuch a quef­

tion? · 
ALMIRA . 

I did not know that my quefl:ion required 

a philofopher to anf wer it, but be it fo. 

GEORGE. 

I recolleB: reading fomething on this 

fubjeEl:, which I will endeavour to give 

you as well :1s I can-the face is fuppofed 

to be this: That all flowers, and lea.ves of 

aromatic plants have certain fn.all globular 

veffcls adhering to their fufaces, which 

contain this natural perfume ; thcfc veffels 

are compofcd of a fubfl:ance fuPicicntly 

clofc to prevent this very fubtle effiuvia 

from cfcaping too fuddenly, fo that, by this 

means, it lingers longer in the air, and is 

not exhaufted all at once, but keeps up a 

continual emiffion of thefe delightful odours. 

This is the general theory of the oderi­

ferow, flavor of plants and flowers. 
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ALMIRA. 

This feems very fatisfacrory as to, the 

agreea.bie fcent that proceeds from plants 

and Rowers, but I do not yet perceive the 

reafon why they perfume the air more 

pawerfolly after a fhower. 

GEORGE. 

But I think, Almira, it will lead us to 

·what we are fceking, if we confider that 

the hotter and drier t.hc air is, the lighter 

it i5; confequently, thefe .fine particles will 

fooncr afccnd out of the reach of our f mell, 

but th:; air, both before ~~1d after the rain, 

as well as during its continuance, is fo 

h~:2vy as to retard thefe pa.rticlcs in their 

afccnt, and by this means the air is more 

a~:mndar1tly charged .with thcfc delicate 

p::iniclcs thatefr~1pe when the air is lighter. 

ALM IR .t,. 

I am very well plcafed with this account 

of th~ 1.1attcr, ar:d it alfo cx:1lai11s another 

1.. irct:i:1fL-1.11ce which I ha v~ k>inetimcs been 

C 3 
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at a lofs ref peB:ing; and that is, the (cent 

of a flower, or aromatic leaf> is increafed 

by touching, which, on this plan, mufr 

be owing to crufning thefe globules, and 

fetting at liberty a greater quantity of this 

fubtle vapour. 
GEORGE. 

Now, Almira, Who's the philofopher ? 

I think I had more need to apply to you ; 

I {hall be careful in future how I expofe 

myf elf by attempting to infhutl you. 

ALl\lIRA. 

None of your jcfiing, or I !hall pr0 . 

pofe another queition ro find you better 

employment. 
GEORGE. 

Perhaps there is no way of palling time 

that is more agreeable and improving than 

that of mutu:illy propofing and anfwering 

queitions, for it gains from others that 

knowledge which they may poffefs and we 

do not ; it gives both parties an opportu­

nity of refrefhing their memories by put-
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ttng them on the recollecting of things 

which they once knew, and at"c liable , to 

forget for want of practice; it calls forth 

the attention of the mind to fubjecl:s it has 

neglected, and by fi:imulating it to com­

mendable refearches, improves its energy ; 

and lafi:l y, it may often do us goo<l in let­

ting us down a few fi:eps lower than the 

fituation our vanity had_ raifed us to, by 
{hewing us how many things we are 

ignorant of, even among the mofi: trifling 

and common occurrences in nature. 

ALMIRA. 

Your obfervations are very ju·fi:, and I 

fl10u le.I like that this ex:ercife {hould form 

a principal part of the amufement of our 

walks ; and we can never be at a lofs 

while there is a tree, a fhrub, a leaf, an 

infect, or a grain of fand. 

GEORGE. 

Ah, Almira, there is none of thefe, 

not even the hill: and leafi: you have men­

tioned, but contains infcrutable wonders. 
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If we were to reafon from analogy, and 

begin with a tolerably fized pebble, and 

obferving that it was covered with two or 

thrcs. external coats that differed in colour 

and texture from each other, as well as the 

i nternaP fubfhince differeJ from them; 

that there were here and there fmalJ cor­

rode<l orifices, thP. habitations of infects: 

If we then proceeded downwards as long 

,:s our eyes would ferve us on the occaiion, 

and found things fimilar, we were then to 

conjecrure, or infer by analogy, that the 

fi11allefi grain of fand that we can obferve, 

and fome fiill fmal !er that the fight could 

not take cognizance of, had, 1n likt: man­

ner, their little cavities, which afforded 

refidence and {helter to animated m;:,tter, 

we iliould be apt cEt conclude that the 

rcafoning of analogy was carried too far : 

But th~ m:1tter is now put out of doubt, 

and fuch is the improvement of optical 

infiruments, that a good microfcope proves 

the facl: by ocular dcmonfrration. BLlt i.hc 
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formation of the parts of this 1nimtte 1w­

nutia-its natural hifrory-an<l the atom 
mountain whofe cavern is its habitat10i1, 
who fhall tell ! 

ALMIRA. 

If, then, the fmallefr grain of fand be 
too much for the mofr acute philofopher to 
explore, how £hall the human mind em--­
brace and penetrate the myfreries of worlds 

on worlds in infinite perf peB:i v e, and the 
vafr fpace in which they move immeafu­
rably difl:ant from each other? Is it not 
then 

" The fool th::i.t hath fa.id in his heart 
there is no God?" 

Thefe things certainly agree in confir ... 
mation of this fcriptural affertion, 

" All thy works praife thee." 

GEORGE. 

Thefe are jufl: remarks,. Almira; let us 

now, turn our attention to the ornaments 
of the g:.ud~1}, \Vhat a beautiful variety 
is difplayeJ in that affemblage of rich fonn 
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and colours! How beautiful that hiu.fh­

jng rofc appears enthroned, as it ·were, 

upon its moil)' {lcm ! and that fair lily 

that re:irs its head in fuch harmonious 

contr;ifr ! Thefc, Almira, when prefented 

by the flatterer's hand, though beauteous 

in themfelves, are d:111gerous :rnd infet1ious; 

but the more faithful moralifl: app11e::. 

th.::m as an antiJotc to the Ratterer)s b:rne. 

" Fair nymph,,. he fays, "thyfdf furn:y 

in this i'weet offspring of a <]ay, 

That r,1ir~cle of face m,1fl: fail, 

Thy charms are fweet; but ch:trrµs :1re fi ail, 

Swift as the fl.ort-lived flower t11ey fly, 

,At morn they bloom, at 1:v'ning die 1 

'I ho' lidaief-. yet a wl1ile forb.:ari:;, 

Yet time ddlroys wlnt jjcknefs t}Jarcs." 

ALMIRA. 

Thc;e lines contain a needful Gmtion, 

but I am i-nclinc<l to think that perfonal 

yanity is r.ot wholly confined to our 

fox: I think I h.n e met with men who 
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have not been behind hand with the vaineil: 

of us in this refpetl:. 

G£0RGE. 

I grant it, Almira, a11d I alfo thi,1k it 

is more intolerable and difgufling, but we 

will confign each to time to effect theil" 

cure ; if he !hould fail, death wil 1 infat ... 

libly fucceed. 

ALMIRA. 

\Vell, we will leave them, and look 

wi:h plcafurc on thefc beauties that ar .:! 

perfe2.: ihangers to vanity. Wh:1t an in ... 

e\'..hau(Hblc variety there is even r,1 what 

we may call the florcar part of vegetation; 

I mean thofe plants i·n whrch the Rower 

a~)pears to be the mofl: principal part. If 

we take the general form and fize in the 

firH: piace, i:1 th~ ne:ict pbce the variety of 

films or petulc~, which compofc the flower, 

what inexhaui1ible invention dif?lays icfel'f 

in fuch an almofi: infinite number of rich 
drnwingc;, as the mere uncolouretl outlines 

afford I \V bcn Wt! aLld to this che af1:oni{h-
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mg and rich variety of tints-the many 

curious circumftances in the curlings and 

indentings of the foliage that adorns the 

ficms tlut fupport them, we feem to be 

loft in jufr aftonifnment at all thefe won­

ders of the vegetable tribe, and of which 

thofe difl:inguiilied by the name of Rowers 

form but a very fmall part. 

GEORGE, 

It is indeed ,vonderful, Almira; and 

, ·which ever way we view the vegetable 

k.ingJom, as it is called, we mufl: ac­

knowledge it to be not only the original 

work, but the objell: of the conferving 

power and care of a being infinite in wif­

dom, unlimited in ability, and unbounded 

in his benevolence to man ; for this their 

virtues clearly prove. Delightful to the 

fight and fmcll arc the beauteous Ro~ers; 

grateful to the tafl:e, anJ very nutritive 

arc the culinary plants ; and thrice wel­

come to the fick, the faint, and wounded, 

are thofe which, from their falutary ufes, 
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are called medicinal. When thus view­
ing the fmaller and more minute parts of 
God's creation, we fee the encouraging 
proofs of the tender regard and notice of 
the Supreme Being, in al1 thefe provifions 
for the workmaniliip of his hands ; and if 
David, in furveying the celefi:ial wonders, 
exclaimed, " Lord, what is man !" feem-

1 ing almofr to intimate a doubt, whether the 
greatnefs of fuch a being could condefcend 
fo much as to look down upon the fons of 
men: When we find he has provided tho 
fnullefr infect and worm with the means 
of attending to its wants and fafety, w~ 
arc led to hope, if he thus care for thefe, 
furely ma.a is not beneath the notice of his 
maker! 

ALMIRA. 

And how wonderful when we confider 
the fimple fecondary fourcc of all . thefe 
forms and colours is from waters ~-for the 
earth perhaps contributes nothing but fra-

n 
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bility to the plant, and a refervoir to the 

water, where it may lodge fo near the 

root as to be inhaled by its fibres, and 

thence through the il:em tranfmitted to its 

extremities ; that thi3 operation fhould 

produce a regular mafs, fuch as a turnip, 

or an apple, does not feem to aftonifh 

quite fo much, but even this is knowledge 

out of our reach; But when we confider 

the delicate form5 of fome leaves, and the 

beauteous colouring of the A.o·.vers, all 

formed of this percolated moiil:ure, we are 

indeed left in aftonifhment, and all ter­

minates in this-to wonder and adore. 

GEORGE, 

It was this confideration of God's pro­

vidence that led the fweet finger of Hrael 

· to compofe that beautiful hymn of praife, 

the 104th Pfalm, which, if you pleafe, 

we will now return tQ the houfc and read; 

we {hall, perhaps, never rclifh its beauties 

more than at the clofe of employment like 

the prefe11t. 
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ALMIRA. 

I 4pprove very much of this propofal­

let us return thither and find this pfalm_ 

GEORGE, 

Here it is, , 
.., 

ALMIRA. 

Read it if you pleafe. 

GEORGE, 

There is one thing remarkable in 
David's fongs of praife ; namely, that he 

~lmofi: always begins with {Erring up his 

foul to praife, in thefe words: " Blds the 

Lord, 0 my foul!" and then proceeds­

" 0 Lord, my God, thou art very great: 

Thou ~rt clothed with honour and majefiy: 

Thou coverefi thyfclf with light as a gar-. 

mcnt: 

Thou fl:retchefi out the heavens as a Ctlf"" 

tain: 

Thou makefi: thy chambers in the deep : 

The clouds arc thy chariots, 

p 2 
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And thou ,~,alkefr upon the... wings of the 

wind. 

Thou makefi thy angeis fpirits, 

And thy minifiers a flaming fire. 

Thou layedfi the foundations of the earth, 

That it fhould not be removed for ever : 

Thou coveredfi it with the deep as a gar-

ment: 

The waters frood abov~ the mountains : 

At thy rebuke they fled: 

They h:a:fl::c-ned away at the voice of thy 

thunder: 

They rife up as mountains : 

They fink down as vallies, 

To the place thou ha:fl:: founded for them : 

Thou hafi feta bound that they may not 

pafs, 

That they return not again to cover the 

earth: 

Thou fendefi the fprings into the v:11lies, 

Caufing them to flow among the hills; 

Thefe give drink to every beaft of the field, 

At thefe the wild afies quench their thidt ; 
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Bv thcfe grow tne fpreading trees, 

'fhe habitations of birds which frng upon 

their branches. 

The hi!ls are watered from thy-ii:· chambers; 

The earth is fatisfied with the fruit of thy 

works. 

Thou caufeft grafs to grow for the cattle_1 

And herb for the fervice of man, 

That he may bring forth food from the earth. 

And wine that maketh glad the heart, 

And oil that cauCeth his face to iliine, 

And bread that ftrengthene th man's heart. 

The trees of the Lord 3 re fu11, 

The ccJ:u=, of Leb:inon w hichhehat h planted; 

.for thcr..! the birds make their nefts, 

And the !1:ork her houfe in the fir trees: 

rrhc high hills are the refuge of the wild 

goats, 

And the rocks of the f mall er beafrs. 

~. Da\'id i:: here c0nfifi:ent with himfelf, for he 

before called the: deep, the chimbers of Go~l ;-• 

from thd'e clnmbers, he fays, the hills are wJ.tLn:c!> 

~nJ the va.l1i1:s by the fi:reams which ruq fro!n the 

mou;1tains. 
D 3 
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Thou appointefr the moon for feafons; 

The fun knoweth his going down; 

Thou makefr darknefs, and it is night, 

Wherein all the beafrs of the forefr creep 

forth; 

The young lions roar after their prey, 

Even thefe feek their meat from thee; 

The fun arifeth, and they return, 

And lay them down in their dens: 

l\1an goeth forth to his work,' 

And to his labour, until the evening. 

0 Lord, how manifold are thy works! 

in wifdom haft thou made them all! the 

earth is full of thy riches! and fo is this 

great and wide fea, wherein are things 

innumerable, both fmall and great. 

There go the {hips, and that Leviathan, 

Whom thou haft made to f port therein ; 

Thefe all wait upon thee for their food, 

Which thou givefr them in due feafon ; 

Thou givefr them, and they gather, 

• Thou openefl: thy hand, they are filled 

with good; 
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Thou hidefl: thy face, they are troubled; 

Thou takefr away their breath, and they 

return to dufr : 

Thou fendefr forth thy fpirit, they are 
created, 

And thou renewefi: the face of the earth. 

The glory of the Lo1d ihall endure for ever! 

The Lord ihall rejoice in his works! 

He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth ! 
He toucheth the hills, and they fmoke ! 

I will fing unto the Lord as long as I Ii ve, 

I will praife the Lord while I have my 

being; 

My meditation of him ihall be fweet, 

And I will rejoice in the Lord. 

ALMIRA. 

This is truly beautiful ; and may all our 

obfervations on the wonders of creation 
end thus. 
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DIALOGUE III. 

MA.RIA AND LAVINIA. 

MARJA. 

l-Io\V av,rfully tremendous was the lafr 

night's :florm, my dear Lavinia! 

LAVINIA, 

Dreadful indeed, 11ari:t. I tremble frill 

-;-,t the recollection of its horrors; I frill 

fc~CC) that I hear the loud µca1s of thunder; 

I fcc·n Hil1 to fee the vivid Rallies, that 

.ippc~lrc(l t9 make darknef~ itielf v ifiblc by 

M~RJA. 

The fk\, fiill retains tokens of this fu., 

rious c0ptefl: of jarring elements, in th~ 

·wi!J tl:for<lcr of the agit2~cJ clow~s; but 

the wind. i!:> now abated, an<l the light of 

day, tho, clouded, is more gratefi.dly wcl­

coint. :, af .. cr the lir1gcring cfarkncf:; of thL 
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' terrific night, than the brighteft fummer 

morn has ever yet been, after a night of 

calm and fweet repofe. 

LAVINIA. 

But what, Maria, mufr they have feen 

and felt, who have been expofed to all the 

terrors of the frorm upon the foaming deep. 

Thefe often come into my mind when I 
hear the boi:fl:erous winds, and I cannot 

help f ympathifin·g with them in their 

di!l:reifes ; and in thinking of them I 
recollecl: thefe defcriptive lines of the 

Pfalmift: 

'' They that go down to the fea in !hips, 

'That do bufinefs in mighty waters, 

Thefe fee the works of the Lord, 

And view his wonders in the deep; 

For he commandeth the fi:ormy winds, 

And they lift up the waves thereof; 

They mount up to the heaven, 

They fink down again to the depths; 

Their foul is melted becaufe of trouble: 

They reel to and frp, 
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They fiagger like a drunken man, 

And are at their wit's end : 

Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble 

And he bringeth them out of their difireircs ~ 

He maketh the fiorm a calm, 

So that the troubled waves are fiill ! 

Then they rejoice becaufe they be quiet, 

And qre brought to their defircd haven. 

0 th::i.t men would therefore ·praife the 

Lord for his goodnefs; and his wonderful 

works to the children of men!'' 

MARIA. 

Thefe are beautiful lines indeed, and 

very defcriptive; but I often think, Lavi­

nia, why foould our mercifµl Cr~ator per­

mit thefe fi erce, and frequently dcfrrucl:ive 

ternpefts, which often do much damage, 

both by fc!a ::i.nd land. 

LAVINIA, 

Pcrh,:i.ps, 1/Jaria, I cannot anfwcr yo~ 

b~ttcr than by another quere: " Shall not 

the Lord of all the earth do right?" That 

1s as much as to fay, Can any thing b~ 
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wrong that the Almighty himfelf does, or. 

permits in the courfe of nature? And he 

that gav€ to man his life a 1d being, fuall 
he not recall his own gift where and how 

he pleafes ;-whether he choofe to call by 

fudden death, by quick or flow difeafe, or 

it pleafes him to fummons us by the more 

awful means of the tempefi:uous ftorm? 

MARIA, 

It is true, Lavinia, we have no right to 

qudl:ion, but adore ; and perhaps if we 

could in this fee into the whole plan of 

providence, we fhould have to admire 

divine goodnefs, when awfully clothed in 

the wintry ftorms, as much as when more 

pleafingly arrayed in all the fplendor of 

his fummer glories. 

LAVINIA, 

It is for , want, Maria, of being able 

thus to view things, that we prefume 

to call m quefiion the ways of tht 

Mofi: High, But the fiorm is not always 

fatal to tbe mariner, as David obferves, 
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they cry in their difrrefs unto the Lord, 

and he frills the tempefr, and brings them 

to their defired port. The number of 

veffels that periili in the frorm is few in 

comparifon of thofe that happily furvi ve 

the tempefr: But can we wonder when, 

after fuch c1elivery from danger, they no 

longer remember their tears and vows, but 

return again to blafphemy and forgetfulnefs 

of Him, who heard, and pitied their difrrefs, 

thc1t he ilioulcl at length ceafe to deliver. 

LAVINIA, 

1 
vVhen we thus view things, we may 

rather wo,1Jer at the forbearance of the 

Almighty, in that he <loes not oftener 

array himfelf in the a_,:1ful tempe!t, and 

caufing his lightn;ng to go before him, 

plead with ungrateful man in the voice of 

thunder ; but we are not to confider the 

ftorms and tempefrs as judgments unmixed 

with mercy, for the air, like the water, 

if it remain too long in a fiagnant fiate, 

grows putrid and malignant: But how 
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·.f' lear and pure i~ the running fiream 1-it 
is fo with the air; if it were not fometimes 
:violently agitat~d with the winds and light­
ning too, it would foon contract fame pef­
tilential influence, that in a few days would 
produce more difmal effects than the ftorms 
of many years all put together. It is not, 
then, for poor cseatures like us, fo li­
mittcd in -0ur know ledge, to arraign the 
·wifdom and goodnefs of our great creator ; 
but reverently to adore him, who, in the 
midfl: of judgment remembers mercy, 

MAP.IA. 

rfhis is the be!l: conclufion we can come 
to, reli)ecl:ing things fo much out of our 
reach. 

\Ve will r.ow, Lavinia, if you pleafe, 
jufi: i'.lep acrofs t_h~ m0or, and fee how our 
poor little cottagers fare ; poor thir:g::. ! no 
doubt, they have been fai~iy terrified with 
this diCmal fi:orm. AnJ the~, may, perhap~ 1 

Juve fufbir1cd fomc damages, ·,1hich we cat 

E 
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cafily affift them to repair ; thougl-i they 

themfelvcs could never furmount them.­

\Ve will go, L:winia, I jufr thi11k I fee 

the little innocents running to meet us 

vvith their afroniili'd countenances. 

LAVINIA. 

But if any thing £hall have happened to 

poor William ! if his anxiety to gather 

and fecure his little flock, his whole de­

pendence, fhould have led him . far from 

home, and he have fallen beneath the 

frorm, how can we bc:.1r to fee his diflrcf­

fcd widow and his orphan b.mbs. 

MARIA. 

We will hope for the befi: ; but if it 

even ibould be fo, there is more occafion 

for fome friendly affifi::mce ancl co1: fo!ation . 

LAVI;\IA, 

,v e will proceed then. Ah ! that fal- , 

len fence feems to forbode no good ; but 

we will not anticipate trouble. 

MARIA, 

There is Keeper begins to bark ; we 
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·fuall foon have fome of the family out.­

Ah ! here is Hannah herfclf, poor woman 

fhe feems agitated. 

HANNAH, 

Oh! 11ifs Lavinia ! Oh ~ Mifs Maria! 

fuch a night ! 
LAVINIA. 

Yes, Hannah, it has been a difmal night 

-indeed, but how is Vv iiliam, is he well ? 

HANNAH. 

0 yes! I thi~k-I hope-I-yes-God 

be praifed-I will go and---

MARIA. 

You feem fl.uttered, Hannah; endeavour 

to compofe yourfelf, you have been alarm.., 

cd, I fee. 

HANN AI-I. 

Your ladyfhips \Vi ll excufe me ; I hard-

1 y know what I fay or Jo; and I c::1.11 har<l-

1 y believe my own eyes ; I fcarcely know 

whether I am awake or dreaming. 

SALLY. 

Yes, mother, it 1s, indeed, my dear 

E 2 
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father ; he is indeed in the bed; don't you: 

know I helped you to pull off his wet 

coat. 
HANNAH. 

0 yes, my dear, I remember. 

LA VIN IA, 

Then, I _fuppofe; p::>or "\Villiam has been· 

out in aH this fi:urm. 

HJ,N •. . !\.H. 

He has, iVIifs Lavinia, been out all this 

difmal night ; I did not fet my eyes on 

him till day break this morning ; I thought 

I !hould never ice my dear Vv7iliiam again. 

1\IARI.A. 

You fee, Ha:nah, God is Ycry good to 

us ; we fhould be very thankful to him for 

all his mercies. 

HA.·." AH. 

Yes, l'Jlifs lVlaria, he is, indeed, very 

good ; what fhould have become of me. 

and thcfe dear ch_ildren, if \Villiam had 

been dead indeed. 
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LAVINIA. 

God would have given you friends, 

Hannah; I hope you would not have 

wanted. 

HANNAH. 

I hope not, 11ifs Lavinia ; but then the 

lots of my dear vVilliam ! I think I never 

!hould have got over that.-I thought it 

would have broke my heart lafr night, 
when I look'd at his little favourite, and 

thouo-1-it how he ufed to fl:retch out his lit-o 

tle hands, and fcem as if he would fpring 
off my knees to meet his father, as foon as 

he heard his fl:ep within the porch.-Ah ! 
thought I, your dear little heart will never 

beat ag1i11 at the found of your father's 

feet ; he will never more dandle you upon 

his knee : A:1d then 1 thought my very 
heart would break, it was fo full. 

MARIA. 

\Ve rejoice with you Hannah, that it i, 
not fo : Pray how happened it that Wilt 
';am ·was out all night. 

E 3 
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HANNAH. 

He went out early in the afternoon- to• 

gather the fl1eep together, to fold them· 

near home, as the fky looked very threat­

ning; but whether any thing had fright­

ened them, or how it was I cannot tell, 

but they had got a good deal further from 

home than \Villiam expeCrcd, and it was 

near dark before he found them ;. and he. 

hardly got them , well together before the 

tempefl: came on, and it grew fo dark that 

he was quite at a lofs w hich way to mo·;c, 

and tbe night fet in fo black and difmal, 

that he was obliged to content himfelf 

with the beft £helter he couid find, and, 

you may eafily guefs what :i night he mufi:. 

have had. 
LA VIN IA, 

Poor man, a difmal night indeed ! where. 

are the other children ? 
HANNAH, 

Little "\Vil1iam is in the cradle, . the 

other two are not up yet ; for they were 
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fo difi:urbed in the night that they got but 

little !Ieep : and here· is poor Sarah had 

need to be in bed too, for {he has been up 

with me all night ; indeed I don't know 

what I iliould have done, if it had not--· 

been for Sarah's comp:iny. 

MARIA, 

Well, Hannah, it is well it has ended 

thus comfortably : we fee the fl:orm has 

done you fome damage ; but don't be di{:. 

couragcd, as long as you have got your 

dear William fafc at home. But we will 

look in again to-morrov.r, and fee if we 

can be of any fervicc to you. 

HANNAH. 

Your ladyiliips are very good indeed. 

LAVINIA. 

Remember us to William: Good bye, 

Hannah, good bye, Sarah. 

HANNAH, 

Good bye, your ladyihips, and God blefa 

you both. 
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LAVINIA, 

\Vhat di:fhefs this poor woman muft 

have been in, through fuch a night of fuf­

penfe and terror. 

MARIA, 

A difmal fituation indeed ! and \Villiam, 

poor ma:i, mufi: have fuffered much. The 

rich :.nd affiuent know little of the dangers 

and fatigues the labouring part of fociety 

undergo in procuring the nece!faries of lifo . . 

vVe c:;lt our meat without knowing, or 

th1;1ling 0f the :!hepherd's toils : \Ve en­

joy the luxuries of difiant climates, and 

never once reRecl: upon the feam.i.n's dan­

ger. 
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DIALOGUE IV. 

CLEMEKTIUS AND CLEANTHUS. 

CLEMENTIUS. 

WELL, Cleanthus, you are true to 

your affi6nation ; who would have thought 

Cleanthus would have been fo eager for 
'"' 

amufement from the facred writings. 

CLEANTHUS. 

Ah ! you are pleafed to jeft with me ; 

_but I am not afhamed to confcfs myfelf a 

convert to this kind of entertainment. 

CLEMENTIUS. 

,v e have had an infiance or two 111 po­

etry; fuppofe we frc if we can find any 

1hing that is worthy of reg:ird for elegance 

and dignity in profc. 

CLEAN THUS. 

Any thing, Clementiu~> that you think 

C'ITO.IJC.f. 
" 1 
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C L E i\l E "' TIU S • 

"\\Te will, th2n, turn to Paul':; defence o.f 

h-imfelf before Felix, ag,1infi the illiberal 

charges of T~rtullus the orator : but to 

relifh the beauty L·f the defence, we muH 

read the char;c, ·which runs thus : 

" Seeing that by thee we en joy great 

.quietnefs, and that very worthy deeds arc 

done unto this nation by thy providence; 

we accept it always, and in all places, mofi 

noble Felix, with all thankfulnefs; not­

withfianding that I may not be further te­

dious unto thee, I pray thee that thou 

wouldfi: hear us, of thy clemency, a few 

words: 
" For we have found this man a pefii, 

lent fellow, and a mover of fed-ition among 

.all the Jews throughout the world, and a 

ringleader of the herefy of the Nazarenes : 

who alfo hath gone about to profane the 

Temple; whom we took, and would have 

judged according to our law .; but the chief 

captain, Lyfi.as, came upon us, and with 
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great violence took him away out of our 

hands, commandi1~g his accufers to come 

unto thee to be examined of thefe matters. 

And the Jews alfo affented, faying thcfe 

things were fo." 

Then Paul, after that the governor had 

beckoned him to fpeak, aJ1fwered : 

" For:ifmuch as I know that thou haft 

been for many years a jLidge unto this na­

tion, I do the more cheerfully anfwer for 

myfelf :-
" It is then but tvrclvc days fmce I 

went up to J erufalem to woril1ip; but they 

neither found me in the temple difputing 

with any man, nor {l:irring up the people ; 

neither in the fynagogue nor in the city ; 

nor can they prove the things whereof they 

now accuie me : But this I confefs unto 

thee, that after the way which they call 

herefy, fo wodhip I the God of my fa­

therc, believing all things which are writ­

ten in the bw ~rnd in the prophets, having 

• 
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this hope towards God ( which they thcm­

felves alfo allow) that there !hall be a re­

furrecrion of the dead, both of the jufi- and 

trnjufl:: a•1d herein <lo I excrcife myfelf to 

have always a confcience void of offer:ce to­

wards Go<l and man. Now after many years 

I came to bring alms unto my nation, and of­

ferings, from Afia, on w hic-h account cert~in 

Jews found me in the temple, purified, and_ 

without multitu<le or tumult; who ouR"ht to 
;;:, 

have been before thee, and obj eel:, if they· had 

any thing againfr me ; or elfc, let. them 

that are here fay, if they have found any 

evil doing in me while I fi-ood before the 

council, except it be, that ftanding ,mo·1g 

them, I cried out in thefe words: ' 1'vuch­

ing the refurrecl:ion of the dead I am cal­

led in quefl:ion by you this day.' 

CLEANTHUS. 

;fhere is a great deal of dignity and 

firmnefs, I think, in the Apofl:le's defence, 

as well as clearnefs aud eloquence. 
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CLEMENTIU~. 

There is indeed; and what I much ad­
mire is the clofe and unevafive manner in 
which the Apofl:le replies diftincl:ly to each 
charge; acknow I edging facts, but repelling 
falfhood and £lander. 

The charges are thefe: 
1. That he was a peftilent fellow. 
2. A mover or fiirrer up of fedition among 

all the Jews. 

3. A ringleader of the herefy of the N aza­
rcnes. 

4. And a profaner of the temple. 
The firft charge :-his whole defence is 

a continued refutation. 

To the fecond he replies, by declaring 
that he came up to J erufalem to worfhip; 
and that fo far from fiirring up the people 
to fcdition, that they did not even find . 
him difputing with any man; and challen-
gec:; them to prove either charge. 

To the third charge, of being a nng .. 
F 
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leader in the llerrfy of the 1'I azarencs, he 

boldly avows the fact of bein6 a Chrifiian, 

and replies, in words full of dignity and 

eloquence: 

" But this I co:1fefs unto thee, that after 

the way, ,vhich they call Hercfy, fa worfhip 

I the God of rnv fathers,· believino- all 
, 0 

things that are written in the law, and in 

the pr0phets." 

To the fourth, viz. the propha:1::ition of 

the temple, he replies, by declaring that 

he went up to the temple to prcCcnt alms 

and offerings ; that the Jews i ndecd found 

him there, but purified, an<l without mul­

titude or noife; and then notices the abfcncc 

of thofe who ought to have be~n there, to 

prove their charges if they could do it. 

But as thefe were not prefent to prove 

the charges brought againfl: him, with re­

f peel: to his conducl: in the temple, he calls 

up~rn tho[e who are prefent, to declare 

what his behaviour was before the council, 

~nd fay if they have any thing to ch:uge 
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him with, ex·cept preaching to the1n the ­

refurr€c1:ion of the dead. 

CLEANTHUS. 

This is very pleaftng; I have admired the 

general firmnefs and eloquence of this de­

fence, but never obferved fo much of its­

con:fifrency and propriety, with refpeB: to 

the charges before ; but I think your ex­

trace varies a little from all the tranilations 

I have feen. 

CLEMENTIUS. 

A little; but not more than the original 

ar.d the context warrant. 

There is an unneceffary departure from 

the origin:11 in tranfiating the fame word ; 

by the word fect in the charge, and here[ y 

in the reply; which fpoils the beauty ari!ing 

from the confifler.cy of the defence. 

There is alfo a little obfcurity in the 

,vording and pointing of the latter p1rt of 

the defence, \.\' hich is here correc1:ed, c :rn­

fifrently with the 6th verfe of the precedin~ 

F z. 
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chapter, to which it alludes, and in whir~ 

the Apofile quotes his own words. 

Paul's re-examination before Kinrr 
b 

Agrippa, in the prefence of Fefius and 

other great perfons of the court, will, I 

doubt not, pleafe y~u in the perufaf, which 

you will find in the 26th chapter of the 

Acl:s, and can turn to at vour Jeifure. , 

In this chapter he gives a concife hifiory 

of his life, and his miraculous converfion ; 

he brings Agrippa to acknowledge himfelf 

almofr perfuaded to be a Chrifiian; :tnd 

finally obtains the declaration of his inno­

cence from the mouths of his judges. 

There are two paffages in this defence 

that are eminently deferving of admiration. 

While pleading his caufe, with impref­

five eloquence, his judges were differently 

affecl:ed : F efius cries out with a loud 

voice, "Paul, thou art befide thyfelf: much 

learning doth make thee mad." 

Him he an[ we rs in this grand reply : 

"' I am not mad, mofi noble Fefl:us, but 
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[peak the words of truth and foberncfs ; 
and the King himfelf knoweth thefe things, 
before whom alfo I fpea.k freely: for I am 

perfuaded that none of thefe things are hid 
from him; for this thing was not done in 
a corner. 

" King Agrippa, believefl: thou the 
prophets? I know that thou believe.fl-." 

811 this the King exclaims, in a manner 
,,cry <liikrent from that of Fefl:us: 

" Almofl: thou pcrfuadcfl: me to be a 
Chi iflian." 

·Paul anfwcrs him ia a way which 
evinces, that Chrifi:ian heroifm, and true 
po!itencfs, arc by no raeans incomp::i.tiblc. 

" I would to God ( fats he) that not 
only thou, but all that hear me this day, 
were. bJt.h almofi, and altogether fuch as 
I ... ,:i.1, Lxccpt thc1c bonds.» 

CLEA'KTHt:S, 

I rm much delighted with thefe fcrip­
tur:J 1.Jc:>.'1 .. i~s. 

F 3 
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CLEMENTIUS. 

I hope by this time you are fatisfied1 

Cleanthus, that a rational and improving 

entertainment i-s to be found in the perufal 

of the facred writings; and I can affurn 

you, for your encouragement to fo com­

mendable an employment, that you will -

find an ample recompence for your labour, 

not only in the poetical and prophetical 

parts of the Bible, but in the legal, hifl:o .. 

rical, evangelical, and epiftolary writings 

of the old and new tcfi:ament. 

C!.EANTHUS. 

I am ready, from the examples you have 

produced, to believe it is fo, and that I 

have miffed many of thefe beauties by 

reading too fuperficially: i.f I have any 

doubt, it is in ref peel: of the legal and moral 

part; I cannot fo readily conceive hoYi 

thefe can admit of beauty or fublimity. 

CLEMENTIUS. 

Every fr.1bjecl:, Cleanthus, has its own 

peculiar be~uties. The beauty of mor.al 
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or pre-ceptive writings I apprehend confifl:s 

in this, that they be as concife as is con­

fifient with clearnefa, :1nd as explicit as is 

confiftent with concifenefs; that the lan­

guage be impreffi ve, and that elegance 

fhould keep pace with fimplicity. 

I think I do not hazard a well-founded 

contradiction in afTerting, thet th~ dcca­

logue is an infrance of bea:uty in this kind 

of writing. 

The moral obligation of which is con­

firmed by Chrifl: himfelf in thefe words: 

" Think not that I am come to defl:roy the 

law or the prophets: I am not come to 

e:lefl:roy, but to fulfil." And in reply to 

the lawyer, who ail;:ed of him which wa: 

the grcatefl: comnnnd, he faid,. 

" Thou ihalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart , with all thy foul, and 

with all thy mind: this is the fir.fl: an'd, 

great command ; and the fecond is like 

unto it, Thou fhalt love thy neighbour 

as thyfelf:. on thefe two commandments 

hang all the law an<l the prophets." 

L 
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An ele6ant epitome indeed, which is yet 

fo fimplc, that " he that runs may read;" 

for undoubtedly all is comprifed in love 

to God our creator, and love to man, mu 

broth~r by creat ion. 

The man of little education, with com­

mon fenfe, can re;,.d and undedhnd this: 

Or if it be his misfortune that he cannot 

read, if he do but hear another rea<l it, it 

is fo concife and clear, that he can un<lcr­

frand and eafily remember it. 
CLEANTHU:>. 

There is no relative duty that is riot 

.comprifed in this comprehenfive injunB:ion, 

" Thou ilialt love thy neighbour as 

thyfelf:"-or 

cc "\Vhatfoever ye would that men ilioul<l 

do unto you, do ye even fo unto them." 

CLEMENTIUS. 

Jz~flice-may fafely be comm1ttc<l to fuch 

rules as thefe. 

Charity-can never fail. 

'Fruth.-By thefe rules faHhood 1s inad­

miffible. 
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Humility.-Do we love meeknefs and affa­

bility in the con.duel: of others towardl 

us? we mufi: then, by thefe precepts•, 

refrain from a proud infulting carriage 

to them. 

And with refpecl: to perfonal virtue, 
He who loves God above every thing, 

will not be wanting in this rcfpeB:. 

He who loves God will bear with for­
lttude every thing that may befall him in 

this life, kndwing that it cannot happen 

without divine permiffion. 

And he whofe love produces a filial fear,. 

will be prudent in forefeeing evil, and 

endeavour to avoid it. 

And lafl:ly, Intemperance, which is the 

immoderate de!ire, or love of temporal 

and vi!i.ble enjoyme!1ts, cannot obtain a 

plac~ where the love of God h1s t~ken up 

the whole heart and afFecl:ions. 

Thus I think it is plain, that love to 
God and man embraces every perfonal and 

relative virtue. 
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But thefo virtues are alfo diftinB:1 y 

treated of, and forcibly recommended in 

various parts of the old and new tefi:iment. 

But thefe as I have alreaJy fai<l, will 

well reward your own aJ;plication, my 

d.ear Cleanthus; 1 will now recommend 

3-7ou to make this fcarch for yourfelf, and 

bid you an affc..:l:ionate adieu. 

CLEA ,THUS. 

A,dicu, my dear Clementius~ 

'·· 
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DIALOGUE V. -

HENRY AND l\I AR I A. 

1\lAR!A. 

-Vf HAT is that little black lump like 
a. ftone, which you feem to admire fo much. 

HEN RY , 

It is a magnet or loadfrone ; and like­
many other of the mo.CT: valuable produc­
tit)nS of nature,. has but a mean appearance. 

M.t'..RIA. 

Defcribe to me,. if you plcafc Henry> 

fv::.1c of thefe properties --r,rhich induce yoL 

to gi \'e it a plan~ amo:ngil the chief work 
of 1.ature. 

HEN"R Y. 

I will endeavour to a1~fwcr your rcqueff. 
as "vcll as I am able, tho' I mufr co::feCs 
my own k:1owledge of its qmJitics and, 
ufes to be\ ery limited; but thi.s is certain,. 
tl:at to L~is natural production v,'e are 
1~,c\ebtcJ for our communicatiun with the 
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mofi: remote parts of the globe, without 

which they would in all probability have 

rf'mained unknown to us. 

MARIA. 

How is it poffible that a fi-one like this 

could be conducive to fuch important dif­

coverics? 

HENRY. 

I will tell you, Maria; you know that 

the loadfione has the property of attracting 

iron to itfelf; it has alfo another property 

of communicating this attraci:ion to a 

piece of iron or fi-eel that is rubbed with it. 

Another fingular quality of the load­

fione js this; that if it be fu(i)endecl by a 

fhing, one of its ends ( called on that 

account its poles) al ways points to the 

North; and if a needle, or piece of iron 

rod be touched with the m;:ignet, and fuf­

pendcd, it will alfo point to the N orch; 

this it is that furnifl1c~ the navigator ·with 

the n~eans of knowing at all times what 

courfe he is fi-cering; for upon an upright 
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wire that paffes through a card, upon 
which is marked the four principle points 
of the horizon, viz. N. E. vV. and S. and 
the intermediate points to the number of 
thirty-two ; a moveable freel pointer is 
fixed fo as to vibrate free] y towards any 
part of this card, which is called a com­
pafs. This needle being rubbed with a 
magnet, points to the N. by which means 
the mariner can fix his compafs, fo that 
e~'cry point falling in its right place, that 
is corr cf pon<lin6 with the real fituation ot 
thefe points on the horizon, the feaman 

• can with certainty direct his courfe, and 
rcnturc into the immenfe ocean, without 

feeing lan<l for months together ; a thing 
the ancient navigators, for want of fach 1. 
fafo-guidc, durfl: not attempt. 

MARIA, 

\Vho could think to look at it, that it 
was endov.rcd by the great Creator with 
fuch w011Jcrful properti('s ! 

G 
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HENRY. 

It is indeed wonderful ; but it is (gene-= 

rally [peaking) fo, that the mofl: valuable 

gifts of our beneficent Parent :lre offered 

to us in a homely garb: This is no doubt 

intended to convey to us fomc wholefome 

admonition. 

.,,. 

But to return to the mJgnet, if you 

break it into fmallcr pieces, and continue 

us often as you pleafc to break thcfc fiill 

fmaller, every piece will contain a nor­

thern and fouthcrn pole ; that is, one end 

will point to the north, and this end has 

an attractive faculty, the other point or 

fouthern pole has a repelling property. 

Again, if two pieces of loa<l-itone be 

placed with the fame poles towards each 

other, that is both n·orth or both fouth, 

they wi11 rcpulfo or fly frc,:-:1 each other; 

but if the Oj)pofitc poles be placed toge­

ther, that is a i1orth and fou th pole, the\~ 

will then attract each other, 
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MARlA. 

f am much pleafed with this account of 
the magnet: Pray has it any other pecu-
1 iaritics? 

HENRY. 

Jt poffibly poffdfcs many that mankind 
is as yet unacquainted with; but I do not 
recollect: any other, except that this attrac­
tion is not hindered by the intervention of 

bodies that might be expected to prevent 
its eff. J: ; for example, if you were to lay 
a needle in a fione faucer, and move a load­
fione gently againfi the bottom of th~ fau­
cet, it would exert its attratl:i ve i.1flucnce . 
through the fauccr, ancl occ::i.Iion th~ needle 
to move in the fame direcl:ion ; and if w:1-

ter were pou: eJ into the faucer till it is 
full, and the needle was fiuck into a piece 
of paper, to make it float upon the water, 
the, effect: would be the fame ; on moving the 

magnet againfi the bottom of the fauccr, , 
the paper .with th~ needle attached to it 

G 2 
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would follow the courfe of the magnet irl 
, every direction. 

MARIA. 

This is truly admirable; Is this the only 

fubfl:ance pofle!fod of this attracl:ive virtue? 

HENRY, 

Something like this is indeed obferved in 

amber, which when rubbed till it is warm, 

will attract fl:raws and fome other fub­

fl:ances ; but this attracl:ive power 1s of 

little confcquence. 

MARIA. 
,I 

But the amber is a much more fhewy 

fubfl:ance, 

HENRY. 

Yes ; let us fee if this does not afford us 

a leifon of infl:rucl:ion: every thing that 

powerfully attracl:s the mind may be called 

its magnet, and what it diretts to, its po­

lar fiar; now virtue and vice have always 

been .figuratively reprefentcd to us under 

the forms of two females; the one homely 

and fevere in her .firft approach, fo that fhc 
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focms r<1ther forbidding than inviting ; the 

other g1y and fprightly, and quite attrac­

tive. Now vlhich ei·cr of thefc the mind 

· gives the preference to, will become itsmag-

11ct; if we ,vifely make choice ofvirtue,not­

withfl:anJing her unalluring firfl: appearance, 

we {hall f:nd her to be a moil agreeable and 

profitable companion, for God is her pole 

{br, and to him ihe confiantly direcl:s 

HS through all the frorms, the clouds, and 

mi!ls of life's l?rec:irious voyage. 

Hut if, ice or intemperate pleafure pof­

ie1s our choice, firaws and trifles, the va­

nities an<l baubles of life, are the un­

worthy objects of her attraction, with 

which {he beguiles us of a fol id an<l laft­

i!1g pleafure. 

MARJA. 

I thank you Henry, for this intere!l:ing 

ub'.crvation, and I will endeavour to re­

G 3 
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member the magnet, and acknowledge the 

goodnefs, power, and wifdom of him who 

made it, and conferred upon it fuch myfhi­

rious powers ; and virtue {hall henceforth 

be my magnet, that !hall draw and direlt 

my mind to him .. 
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DIALOGUE VI. 

MELIBCEUS AND AMELIA. 

MELllHEUS, 

SEE thefe little pretty bufy creatu.res, 
how they toil, they are not altogether 
labouring for themfelves; the benevolence 
of our great and g_ood parent is fuch, that 
the prudent infiincl: which impels them to 
thefe indefatigable labours has connected 
human advantage and pleafure clofely 
with them. 

AMELIA, 

'Tis a pity that we oftener meet his 
kindnefs than he receives the afpirations 
of our praife, though his bounties are un­
merited, and claim them every moment: 
for to him we owe the confervation of 
our lives with all the pleafures and accom­
modations, that nature in all her operations 
is charged with toward us. 
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1\1 F. L I B CE U S . 

How intent they fecm upon their 

bufine(c,; how they bufl:le pail: each other, 

fome returning with their loads and other~ 

having depofited them, don't Hop to loiter, 

but are off again; they may well be callc~l 

bu!) bees. 
AMELIA. 

Sec bow fome of their little thighs- arc 

· loaded with yellow balls that arc rolle<l up, 

· :ind Huck to them-Ah! tht?rc i~ one 

faLc·n off. 
;-.; E I, I B CE U S , 

Som~ of them will find it and gather it 

up ag:11n ; they fu 'fer 1.0 wafie amoJJg: 

Lhcm. 
.-\ !,l EI. 1 A. 

'\Vh:it is that Cubffancc, ~tfclib1u-., ther 

h:ng upon t11cir thigh.., ? 
MEL1UCEU5, 

'I hat is the fine meal which we frc 

J~rinklcd about the internal parts of the 

.He ,\•~rs, ~wd when kncccl<:d anJ ,11oulde1l 

I . 
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by the bees confiitutes their waxen cells, 

in which they depof}t their food and 

young: in every hive there is one bee 

larger than the refl-, and longer bodied in 
proportion, but having no occafion to go 

abroad, except once in it's life, it's wing's 

are fmallcr than the refr: this bee is a female, 

and from her fuperiority in fize and beauty, 

and the ref peB: paid her, £he is called the 

queen; befide her and the working bees, 

there are fome larger bees in the hives 

which are males, thefe like the queen bee 

do not quit the hive, and are called drones : 

after the feafon for breeding the working 

bees expel them, and even kill them at the 

mouth of the hive, and then take them up 

and flying a little difiance from the hive, 

drop them there ; for they dont like 

nuifances about the hive, neither on the 

infide, nor at it's entrance. 

AMELIA, · 

This is wonderful ; but you faid that 

the queen goes out but once in her life; ,· 
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pray on what extraorJinary · occafion l:> 

tl-lis? is it to Yi.fit fome other potentate? 

and the refpecl: you fay the other bees pay 

heli; is it, that they~ marfoal themfelvcs, 

and attend her in grand procefiion-on th1~ 

extraordi11ar y v ifi t ? , 

MF.LIBO:US. 

You m~ke me f mik, Amelia. 

A~1E LIA, 

Well, what is it then? it is certainly 

on no trifling occafton ; for ti ifling fee ms 

to be no part of their chaiaB:er. 

1,1E ::.. I B CE U S • 

' This is a juI'r and 2miable compliment 

to the bees ; but, I am afraid, as much can­

not be faid of mankind : but I wi11 explain 

t1 is matte;:-. At Lhe fcafon of the year 

when the young bees arc arrived at matu­

rity, tnc hi n~ be ins too [ujl tt") accommo­

date them convcnientl), they begin to 

think of emirrratincr to fome fuitable place 
::, b 

where they can form a frcfh colony ; co111-

n1cncc their~ hbours, and provide ff1r th(· 
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wants of winter; but in order to keep up 

the fpccies, it is wifely ordered, that this 

rifing generation of bees has it's infant 

queen likewife, a£ well as it's due propor-­

tion of males ; and till fhe is quite able to 

endure and undcrtu.ke the flight, the bees 

will not fi:ir: during this waiting, and 

probahly for want of room, the bees that 

are about to emigrate, or fwarm, as the 

country people call it, gather about the 

mouth of the hive, and clinging to each 

c1ther, hang there in a large dufl:er like .1. 

btmch of grapes : this they do for feveral 

day::;, till the young queen comes out: 

they then rife like a clou<l, and move in a 

cloie body, through the air to fome conve­

nient hollow tree, or other place, which, 

in all probability, has been previouily 

looked out for ; and if their queen is 11ot 

able to complete the clifl:ancc at one Right, . 

{he fits on fomc branch of a tree or con­

venient place, and the refi gather round 

11er and Y{ait her lcifure. 



DL-\LuGVF..:i. 

A.:'.lEL IA. 

'flw, is admirable indeed! but doc:, this 

:iot appear a defecl: in nature, that the 

leader of the colony is fo poorly equipped 

for Hying. 

MELilHEUS, 

I think hot, Amelia ; it is not nece1Tary 

that they :fhould remove to a very great 

<li11ance, or if it is, chis fcems another in­

Hance in which the convenience of man is 

gracioufl y regarded in the works of divine 

wifdom and omnipotence; for by the 

queen's inability to fly far at once, thole 

who cultivate and raiCe flocks of bees can 

follow and come up with thefe emigrating 

colonies, "\-vhich are to encreafe their 

frock; but if their queen could fly as well 

as thcmfcl vcs, they woulJ foon be out of 

fight, and the beekeeper ,vould thus be 

Jl prived of. the means of cncrcafing hi~ 

1~ock. 
A~lELIA. 

This rcafo11 is very fati:;facl:ory, ~:;1<l likc • 
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every <lifcovery \Ve make in natural caufcs, 

demands of man the tribute of praife and 

thankfulnefs. 

MELJECEUS. 

\Ve will draw back this .flide, Almira, 

and look through the window of this hive, 

if you pleafe. 

ALMIRA. 

I am fond of thefo little creatures, and 

admire their fkill, prudence, and induftry ; 

but I am fearful of coming near the hive. 
11 E L I E CE U S , 

You need not be afraid, Amelia, for if 

our fe;.rs do not prompt us to itrike at 

them, and fo provoke them to felf defence, 

they will not meddle with us ; you may 

fa.fcly venture. 

AMELIA, 

This is, indeed a pretty infight into this 

laboratory of wax and honey ; but it is 

like looki1)g into fome crowded manufac­

tory of which we have no knpwledge ; :.i! 
H 
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are m motion ; but we know not what 

~ny of them are about. It is fl:ill amufing, 

and as one of thofe many wonders of crea­

tion which difplay the wifdom and bounty, 

of our great and good creator, is an in­

fl:rucl:i vc fight •. 
MELIBCEUS. 

Obferve th~ exact regularity of every 

cell ; it is a perfect hexagon. 

AMJ!LIA. 

I do obferve it vvith pleaf ure, and the 

be:iutiful whitenefs of the w:ix which com­

pofes it ; but fome of them appear folid. 

They arc not folid, Am:.!lia; but having 

H.:cci vc<l their depofit, the iTlOuths of them 

an; carefu11y fcal_cd up: But it is not all 

honey that is dtpofa...:d in thefe•waxen cells; 

fo!nc of the:n are the receptacles-. of the 

you:1g bees, which proceed from the ,;.:ggs 

in the form of little worms ; in this fl:ate 

the work.in()" bees feed them with their 
0 

tranks ; afo:r t!1~s the ·worm remains ap-
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parer:.tly dc1d for fifteen days, clofed up m 
its cell ; in this fiate it is called nympha ; 
at the expiration bf this time it burfis open 
its tomb., 2nd comes forth a young bee. 

AMELIA. 

Thefe are all wonderful circumfiances 
indeed: How far is it fuppofed th:::re little 
.labourers may travel from home in fearch 
0f Lheir treafure. 

i1 EL I BCE U S . 

It is f uppofcd that they fometimcs go as 
much as ten or twelve miles from home -; 
and this has been calcuhted from the dif­
tauce which domefiic bees have been ob­
ferved from any place where there were 
hives. Alfo .experiments have been made 
by curious people, who had leifurc for it, 
by dufi:ing the bees -with flour, fome at 
their exit out of the hive, and others in 
very remote fields; and the refult of thefe 
rxperiments has led to this conclufion. 

H .2 
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AMELIA. 

Well, perhaps we {hall only difi:urb 

them ; let us clofc the fhuttcr again, and 

take- a walk into fomc other part of the 

garden, and we f11all, perhaps, find fome 

,of them bufily employed among the · flow- . 

ers ; you can, perhaps, inform me, l'\'lcli­

bceus, of the procefs as we infiJcCT it. 

l\lEJIIlCEUS. 

\1/ c need not go far ; and I will do the 

• h~ft I can to affift you in difcovcring their 

mode of working; but as you have a little 

timidity about yol}, we will go from the 

vicinity of the hive to a more difi:ant rfart 

of the garden. 

AMELIA. 

I thank you, .i\ielibxus. 

MELIBCEUS. 

Now you fee we ha\ c not Jong to wait; 

here is one, and there is another , they co 
11ot :ll:op long at a flower, ::md fomc they 

pafs over, being, no doubt, endowed \vith 

a keen fcnfc of fmelling, ,vhich cnabks-
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them to fix at once upon the flowers which 

will reward their application ; fo that they 

lofe no time in fruitlefs effays on flowers 

which have been previou!l y deprived of 

· their f-Neets by fame of their fellow la­

bourers. 

AMELIA. 

This is frill wonderful ; but proceed. 

MELIBCEUS, 

The bees have, as you obferve, two of 

thofe kind of horns which adorn the heads 

of mofl: flying infects : thefe arc for the 

defence of the eyes, and to admonifu them 

of danger. Befides fangs and claws, which 

they ufe in their work, they have a long 

and fupple trunk, which they can let down 

and draw up into its cafe at pleafure ; this 

you may obferve, by looking clofely at that 

bee, is very pliable. See how it turns afidc 

the petulcs of the flowers, and inferts this 

tube ito the bottom of the cup, where this 

delicate [ weet is lodged, which it fucks up 

H 3 



through the tube into the bag in its boJy) 

from which it is afterwards p:::.ured into 

the v.raxen cclJs we have been viewing . 

. AMELIA . 

I am much delighted with this a5=count,, 

and I think I fhall of ten watch this pretty. 

infect V✓ith attention hereafter. But what 

me,1.11s docs it make ufe of in collecting the 

wax. 
MELIEa::us. 

If you recollecl:, Amelia, I pointed out 

to your notice forrie at the hives whofe 

littlP. thi,.;hs were laden with> cllow balls, . 

one of which fell off at the entrance. 

AMl!LIA. 

I recollect it now you men ti,.m it. 

MELIBCEUS. 

S·i h indefatigable labourers are thefe: 

~Jn ,r::i.blc infects, and fuch reconomifis of 

111 1 ·, lhat even while they arc colle8:ing 

~ :h...r honey, they arc not inattentive to 

tuc-1 · waxy particles, w.hich mufr form its 

r::: :1,;ptacle. OLfcn e, Amcli:i, that bee has 
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got 3. little yellownefs about his thigh, and 
,if, with a quick eye, you follow him from 
:flower to flower, amongfr theCe bloffoms, 
you will fee hi~ little feet are bufily em­
ployed. If you notice well you will find 
it has fix feet ; with the two firfr it col­
lects and rolls up thefe me:i.ly particles, 
and with the middle feet paffes it to a hol­
low place, like a fpoon on each thigh, 
which being hairy, helps the little balls 
to adhere ; but fometimes, when too large,. 
they fall from their legs in their paffage 

, home ; but this does not often happen. 

A;\l EL IA. 

I fee no\V this little ball accumub.tes 
fafi. VI ell, wh:lt innocent entert:iinrnent \ 
has this ,vonderful infecl: afforded us. Is 
it poffiblc thus to trJ.ce the works of na­
ture, and not look through nature up to 
nature's God ? 

I\! E L 1B CE U S. 

If we <lid not fee fo many infiances of 
the daily ncglccl: :i.n<l criminal contempt 
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of the works of God in the creation, \Ve 

could fcarce believe it. 

AMELIA. 

1 thank you kindly for your attention to 

my enqmnes. 
MELI BCEVS• 

I think it is now time for us to return 

to our companions in the houfe ; perhaps 

we !hall excite their curiofity fo much as 

to induce them to join us in this amu1e­

ment at another time. 

AMELIA, 

If you pleafe we will return. 
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DIALOGUE VII. 

CHARLOTTE, El\I:MA, AND HENRY. 

CHARLOTTE. 

WE feem to be very dull all of a fud­
,dcn, ' and as filent as if we had cxhaufied 
every topic of di[courfe. 

EM l\lA. 

\Ve are fo indeed ; let us fee-can we 
recollecl: none of our neighbour's failings 
to amufe ourfclves with, and f~t off our 
own virtues. 

CHARLOTTE. 

Fye, Emma, that is too ill-natured a fa­
tire, and I am furc you would be the lafl: 
perfon fcriouil y to propofe, or join in ft.1c1't , 
a con verfation. 

EMl\tA. 

\V ell, to be forious, what {hall we fix 
on for amufing and improving converfation? 
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HENRY. 

Ccrtai·nly we need not hcfitate long, •for 

1 am fure here are in this room more ob­

jeB:s than we h2ve time to attend to, per­

haps any one may afford a fubjecl: fufficient 

- for our prefent leif urc. 

CHARLOTTE. 

Very good, Henry, and fince your dif­

c~mmcnt is fo quick, we will take the !i­

bcrty of calling upon ycu to name the fub­

jecr. 

HENRY. 

"\Vith all my heart ; but perhaps it wi'l 

be with me as v:ith other people who have 

a great variety to choofe from ; they are 

]ono-er in fixin!r, and often take the worit. 
b ~ 

CHAR LOTTE. 

·,.v c will not hurry you, Henry, only 

1-c~ the fubjcB: be a nice one. 

HENRY, 

It !hall : And not to detain you longer 
I 

in fufpcnce, I will propofe to you that nice 

bc:wcr riding-hat of Charlotte's. 

c., 

,,. 

'• 
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EMMA. 

A pretty fubjecl: for entertainment or 

improving converfation, truly. 

HENRY. 

I really thought fo ; and that was my 
reafon for naming it. 

CHARLOTTE. 

Are you ferious in this matter, Henry. 

HKNRY •. 

I am ferious. 

E:r.11\lA. 

Then we mufl: beg you to be fo obliging 
as to take it in hand yourfelf, for what­

ever it may be to yeti) it will, we fear, 

be but a barren theme in our hands. 

HEKRY. 

Is it not laying rather too much on one 

to find you a fuhjecl, and then take it up­

on myfdf: but ho,,·evcr, to {hew my wil­

lmgnefs to comply v. ith your defires, I 

will trv what I can do with it: But 1 
J 

believe I mufl: take the liberty of palling 

over the h;it itCelf, to a very intcrefting 
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fu b jcct attached to it ; not that I concei vc 

the hat itfelf fo barren as not to be capable 

of affording us fomething worthy of our 

notice ; we might confider the various 

changes and proceffes it has paffed through, 

I r before it attained its prefent fi-ate of ele­

gance and ufefulnefs ; and its filken lining 

might lead us to enquire into the particu­

lars of the reptile that produced this beau-
,/ 

tiful fub!lance. Thus the hat 1tfclf might 

lead us to very agreeable and in{hucli \'<! 

invcfrigation : but that which firuck me, 

on cafiing my eyes upon this objcd was, 

fame entertaining particulars in the natu­

ral hifiory of the beaver, whofc foft fur 

furniilies our hatters with the fincfi ma­

terials for this manufacture. But as there 

arc thofe in company who are better ver­

fcd in natural hifiory than myfelf, and who 

poffefs a better rccoileB:ion, I fhould be 

glad to transfer the fubjc-B: to abler hands; 

perhaps Charlotte, who I kno1.v is a pro­

ficient in thofe fi-udics, will be fo obligi~1g 

as to undertake it. 
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CHARLOTTE. 

I am no friend to ceremony, Henry, nor 
fpcnding our time in compliments; but be­
lieving it is now in verr good hands, I 
think I may, in behalf of myfelf and the 
compan~·, r~qucfl: the favour of your pro­
ceeding 

HENRY. 
I • At your reque!l I will, without further 

ceremony, rciate what I can recollect of 
this ufeful animal's hifion·. 

' 
It is then an in~1aLitant of the northern 

parts of Ame.-ica, particularly Canada, 
from whence yafr number _ of their ficins 
are importeJ for th~ hatters u(e. It is a 
very facial and fagacious anii:i.1al. The 
beavers difj)lay their foci,11 turn in build­
ing their habitations, fo as to accommo­
date .a confiucrable number in the fame 
huil<ling, aflociating to the number of ten 
or twelve in one fa:nilr: Their fagacitv ., .. o...J ,,/ 

and acrivitv is 'Nonderfulh· di(pbycd in the , . . 
I 
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contrivance and con{huB:ion of their ha­

bitations. If a perfon, who had never 

heard or read of the beaver's indu.lhy and 

manner of building, were !hewn their edi­

fices, he would be ready to conclude them 

to be the work of the moil: fkilful archi­

tect:, every thing is fo wonderful in the 

works of thefc amphibious animals. The 

i:egularity of the plan ; the fize ; the fo­

lidity, and the admirable contrivance of 

their buildings, cannot fail exciting afi-o­

nifhment in thofe who view them. 

In cboofing their fituation they always 

pitch upon a place where they can be weli 

fupplied with provifions, and near a rivu­

let, in order to be fapplied ,vith a refcr ... 

voir of water to bath in. They begin their 

v~orks by con!lruB:ing a bank of fuch ;t. 

height as is necefTory to keep the· water on 

a level with the firfr floor of their houfc~ : 

the materials which compofe this bank are 

wood and clay: The pieces of timber 

which arc as thick as a man's arm, and 

L 
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fame much thicker, which the beavers fepa­
rate from the trees with wonderful rcadinefs, 
by means of their teeth only ; one end of 
thefe they fix in the ground, placing them 
very near each other, and interweaving 
them with flout but pliable twigs : they 
afterwards line this both within and on 
the outfide with clay, with which they 
fo completely fill up the intervals between 
the timbers and wicker work, fo as to 
make this fe1u::e water proof; and if the 
clay is not immediately upon the fpot, 
fome fetch it from the neare.fr place which 
_affords it ; in this work their tails, which 
are broad, ferve them in the place of hods, 
.or barrows, by drawing the clay upon 
~hem to their works. 

EMMA. 

How wonderful this is ; it approaches 
fo near to the actions of reafon:ible crea­
tures, that it fecms hardly credible of any 
_lnimal. 

l 2 
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HENRY. 

If this was was related of fome fcarcc 

animal, in a very remote part of the world, 

where the means of afcerta~ning its truth 

·was more difficult to attain, it mig)1t re­

m.;in .a queftionablc part of r.atural hiffory; 

but the fact is corroborated by fo many 

tefrimonies, ar1d the me.ms of d1fproving 

it, if falfe, is fo eafy, that there is no 

room left to doubt it ; as it has never b12en 

contradicl:ed by any traveller, or the peo­

ple who trade ro thefe parts for fl..:in". 

But I was , telling you that the beavers 

made ufe of their long broad tails to draw 

their plaifrer upon ; they alfo make ufe of 

them as trowels to fmoothcn it, after lay­

ing it on with their fore feet. 

"\Vhen they have in this manner com­

pleted the bank to their watering place, 

- they apply therpJcl vcs to the formation of 

their houfcs : In this alfu they difplay 

much contrivance and {kill. Thcfc arc 

either round or oval, and raifcd three fio-
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nes high ; the bottom ftory is upon a level 

with the bath, anJ generally full of water. 

Thete houies are built in a very folid man­

ner, clofc to the edge of their bath ; the 

bottom ftory has two doors, one of which 

communi(:ates with the bath, by the other 

they carry away whatever might dirty 

their upper apartments. They build their 

houfes in fi:ories, as a provifion againfi: the 

i,1convenience which would occur from 

the rifing of the rivulet after rain : The 

wa1ls of their habitations are compofed " 

mu ch as the enclofure of their bath, \'iz. 

of different fizcd timbers, well filled with 

clay : the thicknefs of thefc walls is as 

much as two feet ; the building is arched 

in the infide ; they take a great deal of 

pains alfo with the walls, for they fir.fl: 

tr im off all irregularities occafioned by the 

ends of pieces of timber fi:icking out ! this 

they perform with their teeth, ·which are 

ver·: ihon r- a;1J {harp ; they' then make a 
• ' 0 

I 3 
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compofition of clay and dry herbs, which 

they mix well together, and with it they 

plafier their building both within and with­

out, to this they give the finifhing fl:roke 

by fmoothing it with their tails. Their 

habitations are proportioned to the number 

of it's inhabitants; four yards long, and 

about three yards wide, is adapted to the 

reception of eight or ten beavers ; if the 

number be greater they enlarge the build­

ing proportionally. 

I think I have now given you, all I 

recolleB: on this fubjecl:. 

EMMA. 

'\Ve are much obliged to you Henry, this 

is certainly another wonderful infiancc of 

the wifdom of God in the works of 

creation, and the liberal manner in which 

he has beil:owed i nfiinB:, where he has 

with-held reafon ! every rei"earch into the 

works of nature, ought to lea<l us up to 

natures God ; and as Young fays of him, 

whofe attention is directed to the fiudi cs 
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of the motions and laws of the heavenly 

bodies : that " an undevout afrronomer is 

mad" the fame may be as juftly applied 

to the fi:udent in natural hifrory, whether 

the largeft animal in the creation, or the 

fmallefr animalcula that can be rendered 

vifible by microfcopical affifl:ance, be the 

fubjeB: he is attending to, the wonders he 

meets with, mufr excitP. this, or fimilar 

language: 
Manifold are thy works, 0 Lord! m 

wifdom haft thou made them all. 

MARIA. 

I was thinking of availing myfelf of a 

hint that Hen~y dropt, when [peaking of 

the objeB: that has thus far in good hands 

afforded us entcrtainmcht, he mentioned 

the filkworm. I fhould like to be informed 

of fuch particulars as are moft remarkable 

in this little fpinfl:cr's hifrory. 

EM:\IA. 

Perhaps Henry can oblige us m this 

alto. 
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HEN'RY. 

I think that will fcarcely be fair, and 

as I know Charlotte has been for fome 

time in the habit of keeping thefe little 

fi)inficrs, as l'Vlaria pleafantly calls them, 

fhe will be fo good as oblige us in this. 

CHARLOTTE. 

I would very willingly contribute my 

fharc to the prcfent entertainment, but I 

doubt my own ability to recollccl: or de­

fcribe accurately the particulars which 

relate to this admirable reptile : but I will 

do my bt.fi, and if I foould not fucceed. 

you will kindly accept the will for 

the <lced. 

The ii;l: \Vorm is ,. ipccics of catcrpiilar 

Y:hicn pr◊Ce"dS from cgg:s, of \',' hich the 

fcma:es by ~rom twen~y to .fixty each; 

t cy uc dcpofand upon £.Jcc~s of· paper, 

'\-vhich are laid for tnat 1 urpofe, and to -

which they adhere "cry cloicl y ; they 

:-cr:1ain throuc-:-h th~ v:inccr, and come 01:t 
~ 

, 

rarlier or fatcr in the fi,:-ii,~, in propor~1 c r. 
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to it's warmth and forwardnefs; and it i~ 

fo ex..::eeding fmall at its firfi: coming out; 

that one can lur<lly fee it ; it is of a black 

colour. As foon as the eggs begin to be 

hatched by the fun, I fupply them with a 

fre:fh-gathered muiberry-leaf, or if the fea­

fon is backward, fo that the mulberry-tree 

is not in leaf, I gi v c them a lettuce-leaf, 

with which I continue to feed them, re­

newing it every'<lay, and encreafrng th(. 

quaatity as the worm cncreafes in fize. 

MARIA, 

I thought they woul<l not have eaten-any­

thing but mulberry-leaves. 

CHARLOTTE. 

8h, yes, they will do very well in the 

fidl: fiages of their cxi{h:nce with lctLuce­

leavcs, but when the mulberry-leave; be, 

gin to come out, I leave the ufe of lcttu\..,c, 

and fupply them with thcfc, after which 

thcv will not take to the lettuce-lea\ cs 

again. 
The little black worm foon falls to eat-
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rn6 , and Jf .. cr a few days~ changes to iI. 

v,hitifh colour, and it's coat becomes 

wrinkled and of a dirty or dull appearance; 

it cafi:s this coat and appears whiter and 

cleaner, and is by this time confi<lerably 

encreafc<l in fize ; after a few days more 

it ceafts to eat, and falls aflecp, during 

which tim.c it's head is erected, and it con­

.tinucs motionlefa for _about two days ; it 

then becins to work and writhe itfclf about , 

till it has difcngaged itfclf from it's ol4 

{kin, which wriJ.::kks u1) a11d is cafr off • . 

From being ;1lmofi: invifible, it is now 

about half an inch long: ln about the 

11)ace of three weeks or a month, he ap­

pears in three drdfes ; they now, as they 

cncreafc in fizc, eat very hcJ.rtily, and the 

number whicr. I gener:dly keep being be­

tween three and four h~;;idrcd, vV ill con­

fume a large handful of mulberry-leaves 

every day, except the hard fibres, fo that 

the leaves appear like [kelctons ; the dead 

lca,·cs and filth I take from them every day1 

tn, 

.... 
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c:r rather take them from it; for I have 

two trays lined with paper> and when I 
w;:,nt to clean them I ii1rJ·:1d the empty tray 
with frefh leaves, an<l picking up my 
,vorms remove them from the <lead and 
rcfufe leaves to the new ones, upon vd-ich 

they begin with avidity; I then cleanfe the 

other tray with a brufh or fc:ither, and it 

i - re:1dy for their reception the next <lay._ 
EM!\lA. 

This is very pretty: but you mufl: h:rvc 
a de;J of trouble v:ith fuch ~1. number, and. 
:mo~l1cr thin6 I admire ; how you C.l!' 

endure to tcuch them. 

CHAR LOTTE. 

At firft I c0c11(,;(s I felt a little d;fficu1ty.,, 
h:~t 11k, :ind. obil!r':~ng that they we:.: 

1, 1 ' l t. 1· 11."1 1y v..:ry c1eaP, narm es creature~, oon 
o·. crcamc this diiticu lt.y; as to the trouble., 
i ► muH: Le owneJ they take up a great de:i..1 
of ti:n~, a11cl are only fit to be culti\·ated by 
thvfo '\vho[e time is r.ot 1,articularly de-. 

u •. 1.~J ... d to '.lny o.~cr purrofc, and the 
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keeping of filk-worms, can at befr, be only 

confidered as an amufement in this coun­

try : but I am digreffing from the account 

I ,vas giving you of their progrefs : the 

filk-worm then, having attained to a 

tolerable fize, perhaps about an inch long, 

falls aflcep, and cafis it's coat as before, 

it then begins eating again, with fo good 

an appetite, that, half a dozen will con­

fume a very large mulberry leaf in a few 

hours, they continue feeding thus, fome 

authors tell us a few days; but I can fay, 

from obfervation, fome weeks, and then a 

day or tvvo, before they begin fpinning, 

they fall off their feeding, and at lafi en­

tirely renounce their food; and creeping 

to the angular parts of the tray, indicate 

their preparation for fpinning, by tofling 

their heads about from fide to fide, an<l 

:fixing a few fcattered threads, I then put 

them, as they are thus ready for it, into 

[mall paper cones which I h:i.vc in rcadi­

nefs; and after crawling round the cone, 
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or fixing themfelves by their hind fe~t, 
and :fhetching themfelves out to feel the 
oppoiite fide , they begin to fix their fine 
filkcn thrcaJ to different parts of their 
cone, at fid1: in a {haggling manner, and 
gradual I y fix thofe threads clofer and 
clofcr, till they commence it's egg :fhaped 
receptacle, wh~ch is very neatl v formed, 
and as compact as a piece of filk p:iper, 
and fo firm thaL it can hardly be torn 
aCunder. 
' 

Herc this admirable creature undergoes # 

it's mo11 curious mctamorphofc, for it before 
only cafi: off it's fkin; but now it affumes a 
form fo enti rel v diff~rcnt. from it's former •' 

one, that it would be impoffible to credit 
the change, if vie had not afccrtained 1t. 
· From a c :.:.wiing worm, about an inch 
a11d an half lrrng, it ·is gathered up into lefs 
than half : he length, and enclofed in a 
brown huf1r,.:y fub{tc1ncc, from which in <luc 
tllnc, it emerges in the form of a moth, 

K 
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but not exactly fimilar to any we knov -:, 

thcfe moths, being put into the trny fprcad · 

with c1e::m paper, Rutter about for feveral 

<lays, dcpofit their eggs on the paper, and 

after a continuance in this ftate of about a 

fortnight, in which they cat nothing, they 

die, leaving an ample fupply of eggs for 

for the coniervation of their kind ; thefe 

I prefcrvc carefully through the winter, 

and keep them from the fun till I have 

rcafon to expect a fupply of mulberry 

leaves, ,lnd then I place them in the tray, 

and leave them to the fun to quicken. 

r.IARIA. 

This is indeed a very curious account 

of this little creature; but how, Charlotte, 

do vou come at the £ilk. 
i 

CHARLOTTE. 

Thcfe little filken egg iliaped recep­

tacles, arc called cocoons ; if the weather 

1s warm the moths will come to maturity, 

burft their fhell, and eat their way 

, through the filk in about two weeks; but 
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if i.t is a cold f eafon, they are a good deai 

lo11gcr. 
;I'his mufl: be prevented by expofing 

them to the heat of an oven, or fcalding 

»1ater ; but thinking this may put them to 

fuffering, I endeavour to wind the filk o{f 

before they eat through it ;-for the co­

coon is fpoiled for winding when it is 

eaten through, bccaufe every time we 

come to the aperture, the thread termi ­

nates, which makes fo m ,'!ny ends, anJ 

fuch fhort lengths, that tl1c ftlk is not 

worth the trouble of winding ; but . by 

winding it off before, we 1av'e very fcv: 

ends, for it is all but one thread on the 

cocoon, and winds off in very conflderabk 

~engths, but now and thc·1 a thread fnaps. 

MARIA. 

'-Vhat method do you take Charlotte, in 

winding. 
CHARLOTTE, 

I firi1: {hip off tLe more !L!·:1.ggled and 1oofi~ 
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iilk, till I come co the clofe texture of the 

cocoon; this is a fcft flue, refcmbling- cot.-
-:, 

ton, anJ is to he Lid by it.elf to be fpun in 

the manner of cotton ,vool; I then put 

three or four cocoons at once into a b:ifon 

of war;n ,varcr, in which a little gum is 

Ji{folvcJ, a;1d having found an c;1<l to each, 

gent1y wind them into a . rec!, which I 

have on purpofc; when I have v:ound 

them fo near the bottom tlrnt the cocoon is 

broken into, I take the ch·:-yfalifes, and 

put them into a little clr;:i.wcr, three puts 

foll of bran, where they rcn,ain till they 

have attained to . matt:rity, and then they 

come out, in the :fl-ate of moths, the fame 

as tbofc whid1 cat their ,vay out of the 

cocoons. 

MARIA, 

This is a very entertaining account 

irnlced, I think I fhoulcl like to keep fr)mc 

lll} fclf. 

CHARLOTTE, 

l will readily fct you forvvard ; but ont;! 
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thing to be confidered is; it is m vam to 
begin unlefs a perfon has a mulberry tree 
nigh at hand, and indeed it fhould be in 
one's own garden, for it is difagreeable to 
trouble other people daily for fuch ::l quantity 
of leaves as is neccffary to fupp:Jrt any 
ronfiderablc number of wor:ns. 

EMMA. 

\Vhat is the original colour of the filk ? 
CHARLOT TE. 

It has two colours, viz. a very delicate . 
white, ( which, however, I believe is not 
allowetl to be a colour) :ind yellow from a 
light fhaw, to a deep o.ang2, the flk:.-i 
look very beautiful wh~r: wound and made 
into hanks. 

.MA :tIA. 

\Vhat quantity may be t:1e produce of a 
hundred worms? 

CHARLOTTE, 

A very fmali quantity :1~<lee<l ~ it may 
be fai<l of thcfe li ttl~ c!·e;iturcs an<l the bee~, 

K,., 
.) 
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that they verify the proverb, " i\la11y 

hands make light work;" for if we con­

fider the bee how it Hies from Hower to 

Rower over a whole garden to fill it's lit­

tle bag, which contJins but one drop of 

honey-that it has then, perhaps, two or 

three miles to fly to dcpofit this fingle 

drop, we cannot help \};, onderir,g, when 

we confider, that in a commercial ·way, 

fome to1}s in a year arc transferrcJ from 

one part of the world to another. So thefc 

little fpinficrs ( for we cannot find a better 

name for them) produce fo little, that one 

would really wonder where fuch a vafl:: 

number of packages of filk could be fop­

plied from; but when a11y article become 

a fubjecr of commercial notice, and en­

g~gcs the attention of people in ge11cr:1l in 

thofc countries that arc ad:1ptcd_ to i('s cul­

ture, it is afi:oni{hing what quantities may 

b~ collectc<l eve; of filk and honey, in 

which each fingle labourer can contribute 

fo fm:ill :i portion ; but to gi V•:! you the 
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be.ft fatisfacl:ion I can on the fubjecr, the 

produce of filk from fix hundred worms 

turned the fcale ag;ainfl: a middling fized 

filk handkerchief*: This may, perhaps 

give us fome little id~a of the bufinefs. 
I 

HENRY. 

There is one thing remarkable with rc­

fpect to filk, which is thi~; and it mar, 

perhaps, abate a little of the confidence, 

with v,hich vanity may plead, that filk 

was ordained for f plendor in drefs ; it is 

indeed; beautiful, like all other works of 

the creator, whether mediate or immedi­

ate; but the beneficence of our great Parent 

difpbys idelf in the nature of the fubCT:ance 

prcfented to nun for h:s clo::nhing in the 

Jifferent climates of the world. In thcie 

colder climates, our iheep produce tlie 

wool, ,vhich is fo wa:·m and comhrtable a 

covering whe 11 I:J.anufaB:urcd ; but filk is 

C This is the retult of :rn- •:18:u:11 experiment 

m:ide this preknt year 1799, •.:h;ch, on account 

of it's coldnef.,, h:t<;; not been perinps the moft fa~ 

vour:ible. ' 
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produced in the hotter cLmatc:c,, i\' lll:re it 

fe~111s be£!: adapted for it's lightnefa and 

coolncfs, befidcs whi~h, it has the peculiar 

r,ropcrty of repelling the electric fluiJ, and 

fo Gccoming an antidote to lightening, to 

which the hotter climates are more fubjccr 

th;,.n the colder ones, .mcl in a more alarm­

i n6 degree; fo that it feems intended by 

our kind Cre:i.tor as 2 light and protccLin; 

covering to the inhabitants of thofe coun­

trrcs which ~lre bcft adapted to it's produce, 

rather than an ai-1 to vanity, ancl luxury in 

,drefa: but, p~rhaI)s, this \';c,ul<l not be 

relii11cd in e, erv company. 

J\lARl.\. 

;V c arc mt.ch o~)ligcd to you, Henry, a 

we arc alfo- to Char lottc, for the amufing 

an. cntert~1.i11ing account D1c has givc:1 u~. 

"\Ve ha,•c nnw made Henry's ·words gooa, 

:ind pr~:tty v;cll exh::mfi:e<l the lei fore, whi,:h 

fr .::ncJ to appear at or.e time 3. burJc, .. 

El\L\L\, 

.- c · ; thanks to Cb:~dottc':- ni e Jut and 

tdb;n lining. 
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DIALOGUE VIII. 

CLARA. 

1 IERE is a beauteous niP-ht Lucinda-..:, 

The moon indeed, 110v· rci'1",;S fr.11 o'·o'd, ,J 

A n<l fhadowy ft-t~ o'r Lh~ ~\cc of thi1:gs. 
Ll.JCI D.\, 

So fang he, \.Vho o!1~c Ek~ us could 
view it's filrer fplcnclour; w1'o once 
coul<l fe and f v:c.!cly teli the beauties of 
the reddening moa1 ; the moon tide glory, 
and the farewell tints of the retiring fun. 

C LA:: A. 

-es LucinJ:1, and a:-; pathetically he 
defcribcs in mournful eloquence, his own 
fonfations on the affiic.h vc occafion. 

LUCit\'DA. . 
r'an "Ol' my Jc·•r 1·,,_,,c~'"L 'L·1.1".r.c l1·ncs of ..,.,. ). ') C\ ) \, S •• V 
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our immortal bard, in which he alluul':i 

to his lofs of fight. 

CLARA. 

I think they are thefe, as ne:p·ly as I c;in 

rcmc1nber. 

In his addref~ to light he fays. 

Th ee I rn·i!it fafe, 

/\n<l feel thy fov'riegn ,·ital l:i.mp: but thou 

· Revilit'ft not thefe C) es, that ro,vl in vain 

To fin<l thy piercing ray, and fin<l no dawn; 

So thick a Drop Jtre,:c hath quench\l tb pir orb:, 

0.- <lim fuffuf.on ,.-c:il d. Yet not ,thc more 

Ceafe I to wan<lu·, wlwre the I\Iufes haunt, 

Clear fpring, or fl1:1.dy gro\'e, or funny hill, 

S1,1it with the: love of fat:n:d foug: but chief 

'lhee S10:,.1 and the flowry brooks beneath, 

Th:it w:tlh thy hallow <l ft"Lt, and wa1bli11~· flo \ , 

~ightly I vuir; nor fometirnes forgtt 

'I'ho!i.: other two, ct1ual'<l with me in fate, 

(So were I e,1tw. lkd with thun in n.nown 1) 

'.Hlind TIIAi\IYRIS, :md blind .:\f1Eo~rnf., 

And TIR ESIAS, an,l Pm:-.ELS Prophets ol,l 

Thl'n feed on thuur-hts, th:tt r0!11nt.1ry mo wr 

n ,:mnouious llll! 1bcn, i as tr;c waktfol bi; ,i 

D: 

I,_ 

' •' 

p 
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Sina-:, darklin('", and in fhadieft covert hid ' 
0 ;;;;, 

Tunes her nocturnal note. 

- Here I think, Lucinda, comes the mofr 

pathetic lines. 

Thus with the year 

Seafons return, but not to me returns 

Day, or the fweet approach of ev'n or morn, 

Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer's rofe, 

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine : 

But cloud inflead, ahd ever-during dark 

Surrounds me; from the chearful ways of men 

Cut off; and for the book of knowledge fair 
Prcfonted with a unin:rfal blank 

Of nature's works, to me expung'd and ras'<l, 

And wi!clom at one entrance quite !hut out 1 

And then ycry refigncdly implores a 

better light. 

So much the rather thou cceleflial li~ht, 

Sl.in1: inward, and the mind through ;ll her pow'rs 

Irradiate; there plant eyes; all mifi: from thence 

Purge anchlilperfo; that I may fee and tdl 

Of things invilible to mortal fight. 

L UCI:NDs\. 

Poor man, how applicable to him arc­

thcfr line~ of another emif'u:nt Poet. 
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Of joys th::i.t :!rl! p:i!s'd, nenr to return, 

How painful tl1e reme:mbr.rnc~ ! 

CLARA. 

Luci:1-.b, an<l how ft ron Cl' :::, 311 

incitem~nt ou;;l t th~:; t(, be to us, not to 

ovcrl,)L\k the i11 )n ,·aluablc blcffings, bc­

C:t•de ,·.-: ~re ir1 th-.: <laily p0ffe11ion of 

t ~1-:::11. 

" The pe:,foct cnjl)_1•mcnt of our mental 

,u.<l bc~::y fa::-ultic::=, beaith, ft'cl..! :om from 

p..;.in ; }id1it:1tio11, food and raim-.:nt, fo­

cic:. y :111<l fric;1J5, all the Cc we polfri~, 

almolt ,,iLhout 110tici116 that they arc 

<.:I!joy:nc,;:.s ; hut when taf1 6 :1t thci I real 

,.,;1.Juc, br ,l t:::n1por,1ry ful;)cnG.on or a total 

lof", we then Ji;d th::it thde arc bJc:ilinsS 

i 11c.lce 1, fur whid1 we arc <lebwis c:, cry 

11:omcnt, tu hi:11, who in bcnificc 1cc Le­

Ho,vs, in mc1 cy co1it inu"'s, and in ju fr ice 

fufj cr,ds; or touliy \.VithJ1 aw th-:1:1. 

LlJCil\"DA, 

Thdc rcm:i..rks arc jufi- indeed ; ~1:d I 

hope, my 'c,:r Clara, \.-C foal} profit br 

,-
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them. But to return to the fubjecl: we 
began with: This large and iplendid 
01 b which feems to make the night rival 
the day; ,vhat think you, Clara, of the 
idea fame entertain, that this and all thofe 
twinkling ftars are habitable worlds ? 

CLARA. 

"\Vhat ! Lucinda, can fuch as we think 
on fubjecl:s, refpecl:ing which, the learned 

, tbemfel ves are di vie.led ? It has, indeed, 
been the opinion of fome, when confider­
ing the innumerable multitude of fhining 

• orbs, and fy{h:ms placed far beyond the 
r.:ach of human fight, as well as their 
magnitudes, which are dcmonftrated to be 
many tim es larger than this globe ; that the 
earth, which is but :i.s a ii)eck in the whole 
univerii.:, cannot be the 0111 y peopled giobe 
amungfi- fuch an infinity ; anJ they feem 
more fully confirmed in their opinion, by 
the appearance of this bc::nttiful orb we 

- _are now admiring, the light and dark partt 
L 
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u.- ', hich feem to anfwer to the. drvifion.s, 

of bud and water on this globe, which, 

.uppofing the moon to be peopled, mufr 

have juft: the fame appc:uance to it's inha­

bitants, tha.t the moon ha5 to us; the earth 

ai1d other opaque f ubftanc~s refleB:ing the 

fun's rays, and fo appearing luminous; and 

the water by abforbing thcm1 appearing 

dark; and thefc appearances, fimilar to land 

a.ad w::i.ter,. are faid to be frill more {hik­

ing, when viewed by means of a good te­

iefrope 
LVCINDA. 

\Vell, my dear Clara, however plaufi­

ble this n::1y appear, it is frill but conjcc-' 

turc, that leaves us v.' here \VC were : we 

may, perhaps, with more propriety and 

bcnef{t, term in;itc our admiration of thefc 

lucid wonders that thus befpanglc the 

azure dome of heaven, by referring to the 

JanguJ.ge of the facred poet-

" The Ecavci11," fayc; he, " declare the 

;i'ory of God ; a,1d 

I 

A 

H 

I 
,t 
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1'he firmament fhe·weth his handy-work. 
Day unto day uttcrcth fpecch, 
A;:d night unto night !heweth knowledge. 
rf'hcre •is no fpeech nor language 

"\Vhcrc their ,·oicc is not he::i.rd. Their 
line is gone out 

Through all the earth, and their words to 
the end of the world. 

In them hath he [et a tabernac1e for the 
fun, 

\Vhich is as a bridegroom coming out of 
his chamber, 

And rcjoiceth as a fhong man to run a race. 
His goin;; forth is from the end of the hea­

Yen, 

And his circuit unto the end of it: 
And tl1 ere is nothing hid from the heat 

thereof:'' 

Ha,·ing in thcfc vcrfes {hewn how the 
:book of nature dire8:s us to nature's Geel, 
he ne.is:t turns his praitcs to a higher 

J: 7, . ' 
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thc·nc, cvea the more explicit traits of the 

<li vine Being in his facrcd word . But as 

this pfalm is be:mtifully- verfificd by your 

favourite poet, I will thank you, Clara, to 

repeat it to me. 

CLARA . 

I will, with pleafure, my dear Lucin­

da-
" Great God, the heav'ns wcll-ordcr'd 

fr:i.me 

Dcdarcs the glories of thy name; 

There thy rich works of woncl.crs ihine; 

A thoufand il:arry beauties there, 

A.. thoufand radiant marks appear, 

Of boundlefs pov,cr and fkill di vine. 

cc From night to day, from day to night, 

The dawning and the dying light, 

LcB:urcs of heay'nly wifdom read; 

1Yith filent eloquence they raife 

Our thoughts to our Creator's praife, 

An<l neither i0tmd nor language need. 

., 
H ., 

'l' . 
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q Yet their di vine i.nfl:ruB:ions nm 

Far as the journies of the fun, 

And ev'ry nation knows their voice : 

The fun like fome young bridegroom 

drefl:, 

Breaks from the chambers of the eafr, 

Rolls round, and makes the earth re­

JOtce. 

" \Vhere'er he fpre:1.ds his beams abroad, 

He [miles and fpeaks his maker God ; 

All natare joins to !hew thy praife. 

Thus God ia ev'ry creature !hines: 

Fair is the book of nature's lincs1 

But fairer is thy book of grace. 

" I love the volumes of thy word ; 

"\Vh:i.t light and joy thofc leaves afford 

To fouls benighted and di{hefi ! 
Thy precepts guide my doubtful way, 

Thy fear forbids my feet to {hay, 

Thy promi,e leads my heart to rerr-. 

L 3 
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" From the difcov'ries of thy law, 

The perfect rules of life I draw; 

Thefe are my iludy and delight; 

Not honey fo invites the taite, 

, Nor gold that hath the furnace p:ifi, 

Appe:i.rs fo pleafing to the fight. 

" Thy threatnings wake my flumb'.xing 

eyes, 

And \\ arn me where my danger lies: 

Eut 'tis thy bleffed gofpcJ, Lord, 

That n"!akcs my guilty confcience cle:rn, 

Converts my foul, fubdues my fin, 

And gives a free but large reward. 

" "\Vho knows the errors of his thoughts? 

l\1 y God, forgive my fecret faults, 

And from prefumptuous fins reitrain : 

Accept my poor attempts of praifo, 

That I have read thy book of Grace, 

And book of nature not in v:-iin.'' 

\ 
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LUCINDA, 

This is a delightful verfion indeed, I 
thank you, my dear Clara; and now, I 
hope we may retire to reft, with minds as 
fercne as this calm night, whofe beauties 
have afforded HS this pleafant conference. 
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DIA.LOGUE VII. 

fHILALETHES AND URBANUS! 

URBANUS, 

WHAT are you doing, Philalethcs ? 

PHILALETHES, 

\Veighing, Urbanus. 

URBAl\'US~ 

You may be weighing, indeed, by your 

attentive looks, but you fcem to b~ em­

ployed upon invifible H:atics, for I fee nei­

ther fcales nor weig:1ts, nor the fubjc.:d oJ 

your experiment. 

PHILALETHES, 

You judge rightly, Urbanus; my fiatics 

arc indeed invifiblc, but they arc not leis 
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important on that account. I am e,1c--.1-
vouring to weigh the philofophy of the 
new ichool agaim1 the Chrifi:ian religon. 

URBANUS. 

A firange kind of competition truly, 
what could be your inducement to it. 

PHILALETHES, 

I will tell you Urbanus; I was le<l to it 
by the fhare I lately took in a conference 
with fame of my young acquai'ntances, 
who had been perufing fame modern p~bli­
cations, the fentiments of which they op­

pofcd to what they were pleafed to call the 
ab!"utditics of the Bible : In my attempts 
to vindicate the truth and divinity of the 
facreJ page, I was overborn with ridicule, 
and the charge of weaknefs and credulity. 
ivI y mind was engaged in fcrious, and I 
think I may ad<l painful, recolleEl:ion of the 
fcntiments that had been advanced by my 
affociatcs, when I felt an inclination tu 
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weigh the merits of this new fcicnce; but 

I wa:; c.onfcious of my own in_ability, 
a1~d dre;;ided the coniequcnce of being 
caught in the web of fophi{hy and bcco111e­
ing the victim of infit.!elity; while thus 
hefitating, the thought occurrecl that I 
might with fafety and innocence leave the 
more minute invcfl:igation of this matter to 
thofe whofc age an<l talents made them 
qualified for fuch an undertaking, and con­
tent myfelf with admitting, for the fake of 
argument, that all they h:ic.J advanced was 
true, that Chrifrianity was dcvifed ancl pro­
pagated by craft and intcrefl:; that the 
new fchool doB:rine was the refult of the 
clear unprejudiced efforts of ftrong un­
clouded reafon, that had burfl:: afunder 
the bands and fetters of fuperfl::ition; all 
which was their boaft, and having pro­
yifionally admitted this, to weigh each by 
it's effect on the conduct of our live~, and 
fte w}J~ch fcaJe would preponderate on th 

\\' 
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fide of human happinefs. This was the 

matter I was weighing, Urbanus, when 

you firfr accofr€d me, 

URBAKUS. 

It is an 1mportant effay, but I cannot 

immediately conceive how you will effecl: 

it ; but I am impatient to hear the refult, 

yt t 1 think it is right to make one remark 

before I requefr you to oblige me with a· 

farther account of your pro~edurc in this 

intcrefl:ing. buftnefs. I obfcrve you make 

ufo of the expreffions new fchool and new 

philofophy, Vi1 h1ch terms, the votaries alfo 

0 f the anti-Chrifrran philofophy affetl:, but 

with what propriety, I cannot difcern; for 
fctting afide the confideration of truth and 

falfhood-merit or demerit, opi·nions that 

have been propagated frequently before, 

and have as often gradually funk into ob­

fcurity, whatever may be their intrinfic 

••nerit, ha-ve at lcafb no cbim to noye]cy • 
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nor can new vamping them confer the cre­

dit of difcovery on the perfon ''-'lw h;s 

taken fo much pains to re-uiher them hand­

fomel y, no more than the age in which 

they are once more introducccl under the 

advantages of new and elegant drcfies, can 

lay claim to fuperior illum}nation ; or on 
tr.eir account a!fumc the fplendi<l epithet of 

" this enlightened age;" but I pre\ cnt 

you, Philalethes , from acquaintin;; me to 

what teft you have brought thefe (ubjccb 
in order to determine your op111io;;, 

PHILALETHES. 

I have, Urbanus, as ·well as I was able, 
endeavour~d, as I have hinted before, to 

ex::imine w)rnt arc their probable cff(!ctS on 

our Ii ves, antl what each fyftcm may con­

tri~ute towards that fortitude which the 

mind feems to fi:and in need of, when ,.vc 

rnuft pafs the impervious mift that p::irts 

this mode of cxifience from the next, 

which can befi ftill and calm our anxim1~ 
\ 

y 

t . 

lt/i , 
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th0ughts, whilfr trembling on the brink 
fr©m which we foon mufr plunge into. 
Can reafon or religion befr affurc me what, 
if not affure, which can beguile me befr, 
and make the tranfit eafiefr? Thcfe are 
matters I am weighing with folitude, Ur ... 
banus~. 

URBANUS. 

You .feem, Philalethes, to h:ivc difco­
vered the truefi: teft by which to determine 
your own choice; but I will not interrupt 
you, pray go on. 

PHILALETHE.5. 

Well, thet :, Urbanus, I confider in the 
firfr place, wi :h regard merely to this life, 
that both the phi1ofopher and Chriil:ia11 a­
gree in this, that virtue is man s tru<'fi: 
happinefs; tL, t he has p:-opcnfitics to rc­
firain =ind difci _)line to make him an harm­
lefs member 01 fociety ; that he h:.i, \' irtu-

l\l 
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ous difpofitions to cultivate, to make hi111 

an amiable and ufeful member of it. 

The queftion then is, does the philofo­

phic code, if any fettled one there be, or 

reafon's dittates; prefent us a moral f yftem 

more fublime and pure, or more concife 

and clear, than that which graces the fa­

cred and evangelic page? 

Truth, juftice, prudence, temperance, 

fortitude, meeknefs, charity, I don't affect 

a methodical arrangement, nor complete 

recollection of all the amiable qualities 

that compofe the lovely train of vi1rtue; but 

I afk, are thefc no where to be found but in 

the fane of rcafon and philofophy? No 

where recommended to our chc1ice and care 

with equal energy, or fuch appropriate ar­

guments, as thofe we meet with in the 

philofophic page? Or are th -Y not rather 

to be found in the facrcd v olumc, with 

that fuperiority of fi:yle, cone ifencfs, clcai­

nef~, ;ind perlpicuity, that e,: en va:;.ity it 
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felf cannot ciaim a competition with?­

Here t~e balance feems tq me? to turn in 

, favour of the fcripture. 

URBANU S. 

1 am of the fame judgment, Philalethes ; 

and' I think an enquirer of tafte and dif-:­

cern rpenr, tempered with a moderate £hare ' 

qf impartiality and qmdour, mu.fr, on com­

parin, ~ the diffofe and fpeculati vc ca.fr of 

mode1 ·n treati!es on morality with the clear 

fimpfo :ity of the fcriptures, acknowledge 

the del :iJeJ f uperiority of the latter. Let 

him ex. 1m111e what he find$ on the follow­

ing fubJ jecl:s in the facred w1 i, ers, and de­

cide im1 ,artiall y: -Truth- i'empcrancc 

-Prude nce--F ortitudc-J u{hce-~✓.Ieek-

nefs-Ci 1~rity *. 
I thinl r. the conclufion muil: unavoidably 

be, that p 1flilofophy has nothing new to of-

I 
1f See Dialogue IV. p. 56. 

M 1. 
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fer us in pracl:ical morality ; no fcripturai 

deficiency of rules for our government in 

the condu&-of our lives is ma<le up to us 

by her aid. She has nothing then to pre .. 

fent us with but [peculations, and tho [e 

as defritute of proof, as the rcv:elation f,he 

defpifes. 

PHILALETHES. 

I thank you, U rJanus, for this ft. :nfon­

able remark, and think with yon, the 

Chrifiian rules for our conducl: are a t leafi, 

as full and clear, as fublime and c. }cgant, 

and in every refpecl:, as adequate to the 

end propofed, as any of the befi: produc­

tions of the mofr enlightened moc' .cm rca­

foners. 

Other confiderations that we igh with 
0 

me are thdc-1.Vhat danger do 

· what fatal confequences can re 

belief in the Chrifiian docl:rin 

philofophy po{fofs a greater fl:irr. 

we run? 

ult from a 

e ?-Does 

ulus to acl:s 

I) 

ll; 

r· 

of 

t 

In 
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.tf>f virtue, or , es it keep a tighter curb on 

our irregular . affions and vicious inclina­

tions? The _ hri:fi:ian's hope and confi­

dence in the retard of prefent peace of mind 

and future blifh are quick a11d animating 

motives to the continual practice of every 

virtue; and his, firm belief in the veracity 

of future puniiliment, operates as a {hong 

refl:raint from licentious indulgencics.­

Can the cold incitements of philofophic 

motives, built on the fitnefs, the propriety, 

the decency of things, prevail, where the 

full belief in j0y unutterabl (~ an<l eternal, 

or grief and mi f.ery that ha va no end, {hall 

fail to move? :ft is U!1rcafo1:abk. to fup --· 

pofe that this can be. An<l th ~ man, whom 

the co;1foling promifes, or t)1e alarming 

threatenings of he gofpcl can!oot influence, 

can h;i rdly be cx:pecl:cd to yield to the 

weckcr moti vt/S or· the rea(~:1ablcnds of 

things, for h~ p.-ovcs himfclf to be one of 

1.hofe, over whom reafon has r.o controul , 

M 3 

I 
l 
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If then, in proportion , ,s our motives 

and incitements are fhon ger and more 

powerful, our ardour in p urfuit of them 

will be more fteady and pe1 -fevering, and fo 

ultimately more fuccefsful . In this point 

of view the Chri.11:ian mu' l bf the greatefr 

proficient in wirtue, and 1 ;onfequently the 

happie.11 chara cl:er, even t.' 1ough his hopes, 

that go beyond the gravr, fhould prove :i 

mere deception. For ad mitting that the 

moral precepts of the facrc :d page, and tho[e 

which reafon ,:1ic1:ates to < >Ur mind, or the 

philofopher p refcribes, a1 ·e equally clear, 

intelligible, a11d jufl:; yet the motives th:1t 

operate on the mind of t h~ Chrifrian are 

much ftronge1~: and thour ~h we may think 

we difcover fomething t o ·weaken their 

credibility, yt;t we cannot poffibly difprove 

their veracity·, therefore, t; here is a da:1ger 

of the mo.11 f ital confeque. nee in rejecl:ing 

them, if true:; but there can be neither 

diiidv:.mta~e , nor danger in 1.ccepting them, 

,,. 
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if evell falfe, fince their objelc is virtue­

to wh.ich they allure us by the mofr attrac­

tive conf1derations, and their averfion is 

vice :111J irregularity, from which they en­

deavour to refirain us, by exhibiting their 

tendeocy in the m0fr alarming point of 

view.· 

Having thu5 ,,·cighcd Chrifrianity and 

philofoph y by their probable effects on out 

lives, in a,1 impartial ba1ance, I am fati£­

£ed that v,; i1Jom and prndence turn the 

fcale in fa·rnur of Chriil:ianity. 

URBANUS· 

I am ::i.lfo p~rfocHy fatisfie<l with the re­

fult of this eiiw, Philalethes; but I under-
, 

frnod you meant to carry the experiment 

to it's ultimatum, by following the philo-

. fopher and the Chriil:ian to the end of life's• 

vifra ; to where the impervious mi!l ex­

cludes the human fight from the leafi: 

glimpfe t11.1t can inform wh.J.t lies beyond 
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the irremeable pafs. - I !hould be glad tQ. 

~ttend you to the ref ult of this enqu~ry. 

PHILALETHES. 

I ' h;ave this in view, Urbanus; and I 

fl1all be glad, not only of your company, 

but kind affifiance. Here then, we will 

admit, for the fake of experiment, that the 

Chrifrian~s views are falfe and vi.fi.onary ; 

yet let us fee how they operate at the clofc 

of life ; what are the immediate feelings 

of his mind? what does he derive frqm rc­

trofpecr, and what from profpecl:? Thefe 

we can, in part, gather from the well-at­

tefl-ed infrances that have frequently occur­

red in the conduB: of the dying Chrifiian, 

and let us contrafr this with the conduct 

and expectation of the philofophcr, as well 

as we are able, to come at a knowledge of 

it; and if on the fuppofition that the Chrif­

tian's faith is vain and without foundation, 

they f11all frill be founJ at le.1:fl: in equili-
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brio ; w\11 not prudenc<= flill determ,ne in 

favour of that, againfl which, if veracity 

ihould be inclHded in the eifay, the other 

wo•.1ld indeed be found mifcrnbly wanting, 

and deplorably defetl:ive. But what have 

been the well.,-attefle_d fentiments and ex­

preffions of the dying Chrifiian? - Have 

not his retrofpetl:ive glances often excited 

words like thefe-" I have endeavoured~ 

in the courf e of my life, to love and fcrve 

God, and 1 have now the comfortable evi~ 

dencc of' his gracious acccpta~1ce of my 

poor effo, ts ; I find nothing now but peace,­

! have il'othing to do but die, my heart is 

full of j oy, and though the pains preced-­

ing death are great,. I feel that divine fop .. 

port that endues me with patience ;rnd rc­

fignatio1 1, and I look forward with inex-­

preffible delight to that moment that {hall 

fet my imprifoned fpirit free ; for I have 

no doul ,t but it will afcead to him who 

gave it> and enter into cvcdafting joy ; fr.,_: 
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I know that my redeemer liveth.'., Thus 
have the dying words of the departing faint 
poured healing balm into the woW1ded 
bofoms of his furrounding and furv iving 
friends. 

UR BAN{JS. 

I have known fuch infianccs confirmed 
by thofe, of who(c veracity I have not the 
ihadow of , doubt but it may be objell:ed 
~hat rhcfe are delufi ve dreams. 

PHILALETHES. 

Admit them to be fo, U rb::mus ; yet, in 
the midft of thofc pains which ncceffarily 
precede ou~ oiflo!ution, and fom,~ degree 
of anxious folicitudc, which certainly a 
ratio-.:t! mind mufl: feel, refpecl:ing it's ap­
proaching changt>, whether there .is, or is 
not a vital or immortal part th:it £hall 
furvi ve this ihuggle; certainly that which 
can impart patience, peace, and even com­
fort in the midft of all, and an hope that f~r.,. 

lS 
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mounts all amJiety and doubt, and enables 

us to look fo
1
rward with joyful expccl:a­

tion, is a dreain moft ardently to be longed 

for; and thofo who witnefs fuch a clofe as 

this, may wdll exclaim, " Let me die the 

death of the righteous, and let my lattar 

end be like his." 

Admittinft then, that this is all a dream, 

and death is an eternal Jleep, how cheering 

is the hope, that this bright ,. ifion may ~l­

fo be a co-eternal dr·eam. But fay, this fieep 

is quite unconfcious of pleafing or of pain,•­

ful dreams, the Chrifiian frill is right; in 

knowing nothing, he knows no difappoint­

ment. How did his pleafing hopes and 

fond expectation triumph over pain and 

fear 4nd doubt, and filled his mind with 

peace and joy, and rapturous hope, that 

made hi.s dying moments the happieft of 

his life. Tl~ is fond dream has had the 

happiefr effects-it has faithfully attended 

him throwgh the dreary vale of death, and 
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fafely lodged him in a land < lf forgetfulnefs 

and ignorance, aEke uncon[cious of pa.ft, 

prefent, or to come. 

URBANUS. 

' I own this is very conclui'ive, Philale­

thes, in the Chri:ftian's favour, even upon 

the philofopher's own plan ; but can we 
not be introduced to the cha111ber of the 
dying fage-can we not be admitted there 

in the expiring moments of this ma:fter of 

reafon? 

PHILALETHES. 

We, perhaps, may ; but it is- not diffi­

cult for imaginatio11 itfelf to do 11s this piece 
of fervice, let us then take this method 
of introduclion: wha-t then does imagi­

nation figure to us, what picture can it pre­

font to u5 of him, who, admit:ting his life 
to have been blamelefs, deri,res no advan­

tage in death from fuch a retrof peer? prof:. 

pelt he has none-heaven.ly fupport o-r 

6 
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c"mfort is all delufion, long fince chafed 

by reafon from his enlightened mind; all 

the merit then, of the philofopher's creed 

lies here-.it is not calculated to infpire 

fontiments of fear in death ; a confolation 

as chill as the cold h,ii1d of death that has 

feized him. Without an hope, or fear, or 

any thing to look to for comfort in this · 

trying cnfo:, he lies and bears with all the 

patience he can mufl:er, each fl:ruggle of 

nature, that damps with ~ cold fweat, his 

dying brow, and all his hope centers in 

fpecdy diff0lution. This, I believe, Ur,. 
ban us, is a fair pilture of each in death: 

thus, even upon the unequal. terms of a fup­

pofi tion, that the Chrifl:ian's creed is falfc, 

a,1d the philofopher'5 is tru<;>, fiill it ap­

pears that prudence and happinefs are on 

the Chriftiau's .fide throun-h life and death. 
0 

URBANUS. 

Yes, Philalethes ; but if we admit, an<l I 
have heard inHances of this related by thofe, 

N 
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of whofe ·veracity I have no room to doubt; 

and who I alfo have no doubt were fuperior 

to the paltry expedient of fabrications, to 

fopport their own opinion, by traducing 

that which oppofed it; if we admit that 

fo111c doubt may arife, fomething like con­

vichon may flafh aci·ofs the mind, and 

whifper that reafon has been deceived, and 

that the gofpel :ftiJJ is true, 

How dreadful then mu.CT: he the painful 

doubt, the anxious fe::i.r, and trembling that 

atte11ds each felicitous enquiry into the na­

ture of what is next to follow-; oh! how 

would the poor di{l-rdfed foul now prize 

one fingle line, on which it could place 

the Chrifi:ian's conn.Jenee in revelation-a 

confidence, or if you pleafe, a dream of 

prefent confolation, an<l future joy, from 

which, even the excruciating pains of fire 

itfelf cannot awaken him. Oh ! for one 

fentence, on ·which he could .fix a confidence 

Jikc this - that coul<l, indeed, affure him 

' " 
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that death was an eternal fleep, he might 
then indulge himfelf in the ignoble hope 
that all woul<l foon be over, and himfelf 
crafed from the lifr of beings; but he is 
not fure of this. Dreadful uncertaintly 
indeed! and too painful a fubjecl: to dwell 
upon.-Adieu, my dear Philalethes. 

PHILALETHES • 

.bear Urbanus, aclieu; and may we both 
remember that happinefs and fafety in life 
and death, are on the fide of religion; may 
the recolleccion of the refult of this effay 
timely warn us to i mitatc the cautious 
adder, and turn a deaf ear to the voice of 
j:he i~ ;phirrical charmer, charm be he never 
fo wifely! 

TI~ IS 

zorinted by T. Plummer, Tower-!lr.!et. 



Di.1lo;;ue III p. 35, <lcle L:ivini;! ovc-r ti: line; thcnd.:!:: 

t.faria and infert La\inia 

If ,my otlier error ll10uld have c.:fcap~d notice, the reader 

will ·be kind enough to corrctt the fame. 
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