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: ' 
THE 

AUTHOR's PREFACE; 

APOLOGY FOR THE WORK 

, J T may poffibly be imagined . by the 

Admirers of Jvlarmontel, that an At­

tempt to abridge a Work of f uch Cele­

brity, would be an Act of as great Te1ne-

rity and A rrogance, as if a Tranflator of 

the Bible was to prefume to change the 

fublime Style in which it was originally 

written. 

Senfible 

,. 



. 
Vl PREFACE .. 

Senfible of the Cenfure to which I may 

be expofed, and full of Admiration for 
' . ,.. - . 

the Pcirformance I have abridged; I ftill 

venture to· prefent before the Public Eye, 

to t 

the Gleanings which have been culled T 

frmn the luxuriant Harveft of . a rich \ 00th 

Imagination; anxious -only to obtain a 

Leaf from th~ laurel Garland which en­

twines the Author's. B.row. 
' 

• f 

N otw,ithftanding the figurative Beauty 

that is · fo ftrik.ingJy · dif played in the ele'" . . 

gant Comp_ilation from wh-ich thefe Tales 

are [elected, there are particular Parts of 
. . 

it not intirely calculated either for the 

Obfervation: or Anirnad.verfion. of Youth;· 

and though they co11ld •never affect the 

Morals, ftill they m1ght give Information . 

to 

I I 

me 



PR:EF ACE .. vii 

to the Mind upon Subjects, of which, at -

that period of Life, they had better re­

main in total Ignorance. 

This Opinion, which nas the Sanction 

both of the learned and the judicious to 

recomn1end it, was the Meafls of fug- , 

gefting the Plan which has been adopted 

in the fallowing Work, and of inducing 

me to felect,. f~rnn the much-ad1nired 

Tales of l\1armontel, fuch as were ~oiu 

, likely to promote the Caufe of Virtue .. 

-
The Story which clofes this interefting_· _ 

Work, was happily [elected by the ' en­

lightened Author of it to leave the Mind 

under the Impreffion of Religion and 
'J 

1 

Morality ; and w hilft we trace the va-
. 

nous-



viii PREF AC:!, 

rious Events which were crowded into 

the Lives of its Heroes, we _naturally 

become refigned to the diftreffing ones 

which have 1narked our own. 

Though the Style and Language -have 

undergone a Change, the Subjetl and Mo­

ral have- been _ ftricl:ly _ adhered to ; and 

whatever _Advantage might have been 

drawn from_ each original Tale, may cer­

tainly be derived from the abridged one. 

F 
p 
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11Iarniontel's Tales, &eta -. 

TALE THE FIRST. 

LAUSUS AND LYDIA. 

. . 

JT is a · common obfervat"ion, that a v1c10us 
parent in fome degree feels · the puni!hment 

of his crimes in the depravity which is difplayed 

in the actions of his children; but the king 

of Tyrrhene was an exception to the rule; and 

though lofl to virtue, and abandoned to vice, 

his fon was endowed with every amiable . and 

attraB:ive quality. As a king, Mezentius was 

oppreffive; as a man, unjuft; and as a father, 

B by 



2 LAUSUS AND LYDIA. 

by turns weakly fond, . .and tyrannically fevere ! 

U naccuffomed to controul his paffions, and un­

able to curb his defires, ~he fuffered them to ob-
. . 

tain fo complete an afcendancy,-that at length he 

-abfolutely became their £lave 1 

Power, when in the hands of weak or wicked 

men, becomes either an object of terror or con­

tempt; and though the people trembled at the 

kinfs ~uthorit_y, they would not have fubmitted 

to it, .. .had it not occafionally been tempered with 

· mercy;-by -the p.erfuafive influence of the~ young 

pr_ince, who to exalted -greatnefs united feminine 

f0ftnefs; and to martial valour, humanity and 

· tendernefs. 

If filial duty co~ld have fecured affection, or 

exalt-cd actions infured efi:eem, the in:ftability of 

the king's conduct col;lld never have been dif­

played tow~rds fo worthy a fon; but fo varying 

wa-s his temper, and fo uncertain his caprices, 

that Laufus was fometimes the object of his re­

gard, and at others the victim of his hatred. 

Pride and _ambition were leading features rn 

the character of Mezentius; and to augment 
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LAUSUS ANO LYDIA,· 3 
the one, or gratify the other, the ruling princi­
ple of his actions. His foul was a £hanger to 

contentment, and his mind incapable of enjoying 
repofe. Succeffive wars difgraced his reign, and 
his enfanguined heart was only fatisfied with 

fights of blood. 

The king of P rcenefra ( a man naturally mild and 

unaifoming) could 110 longer fubmit to· the over­
bearing infolence of the haughty Mezentius; and 
it was finally agreed between them, that their 
quarrel ihould be terminated by the victor's arms. 
Laufus attended his father to Prcenefta, and gave 
fuch tefrimony of his !kill and bravery, as proved 
his valour was equal to his virtue. Yzllory is 

fometimes the ref ult of chance; but whether Jkili -
or cou1·age won the day is not material to the 

prefent Tale. The fovereign of Tyrrhene con­
quered, and the monarch of Prcenefra fled! and 

Mezentius, flulhed with pride, and elated with 
vicl:ory, triumphantly entered the devoted city. 
Not fo the conquering Laufus ; no glowing ex­
ultation fluihed his cheek, or taught his eye the 
infulting glance of power; but when the fup­
pliants crowded round his car, the foftened te~r 
of fympathy bedewed it! 

B 2 Amongfl: 



LAUSUS .l\..ND LYDIA. 

Amongfi: the trea.fures· which Mez~ntius claim­

ed, was one ·above all value, and all price; the· 
beauteous, gen!le, fair; and lovely- Lydia·! 
How- djd the heart of Laufus •throb w-ith pity, · 
when he beheld. the trembling fair. 01;e fue and · 

profl:rate bend before the conqueror's• throne ! 
Then did he blame the valour which had urged 

his arm to deeds · that feemed to fill his breafr 
with woe! To alleviate ,the farrow 'he ·had oc- ' 

cafioned, and affuage the anguiih he had infpired, 
was the enly; atonement in his pow.er ·to' make; 
and th.is he praclifed with fo much fkill and care·, 

tJ1at .the princefs foon began to feel reconciled fo 

captivity; and in the delicate attentions of the 

young prince, foon learnt-to forget- her own fof.; 
fcrings 1 · ' "; - , 

. ) . 

Though tbe heart of Mezentius was impene­

trable to the voice of pity, yet it was lefs callous 
to the ihafts of love; and the moment he beheld-

' . 

the attractive graces of the.captive princcfs, he 
refolved to make= her queen .of Tyrrhene. The 

' attentions of Laufus t:o the fair Lydia, were too 
frriking to efcape his father's eye; and, · exafpe­
rated at the iclea of a rival in his ajfeffion, he · 
w.as almofi: tempted to facrifice him to h-i-s refent...:, 

ment; 
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LA:USUS AND L ¥DIA. 5 
' 

ment; but, .con(cious that his own crown was 

in fome degree fupported by his fon's virtues, he 

refolved to difguife his fear,. and conceal his rage, 

and, under th.e appearance of confidence and af­

fell-ion, propofe a meafure which muft prevent 

all intercourfe. For this purpofe he fent for the 

young prince into his ·apartment, and, under the 

appearance of confidence . and regard, informed , 

him there was an immediate neceffity for his 

quitting the capital, and going to the frontiei s 

of his dominions. 

Afl:oniilied at the fudden~~fs of the refolution, 

and fhocked at the idea of being feparated from 

the object of his affell-ion, Laufus remained for 

fome .moments filent ; and his father too eafily 

perceived, by his countenance, the conflicts he 

fuftained between love and duty. The _latt~r, 

however, foon prevaired; and, with that degree 

of filial refpeB: which had always Jllarked his 

former conduct, he informed the king he was 

.ready to alt obedient to his wijhes. But the mo­

ment he retired from his prefence, he gave way 

to the feelings that agonized his heart, which 

was overcharged with tendernefs, difappoint­

ment, and alarm. 

B 3 In 



6 LAUSUS AND LYDtA~ 

In the court of Mczentius was a young man 

.whofe name was Phanor, who had been intro­

~uced there in confequence of th€ obvious re­

femblance between him and L:1ufus. The fimi­

larity of their difpofition was ·{l:ill rnore ftriking 

than the likenefs of-their perfons; and every vir­

tue that the prince poffeifed, feemed to Qe . re~ 

fleeted on his friend's- mind. On this young 

man Laufus depended for th·e only confolation. he 

could poffibly" derive i- and the promife of being 

informed of every tranfaB:ion ,that was -carried 

on in his father:s court, in fome degree recon­

c;:iled him to the mifery of hi~ fate. 

Mezentius was too well . acquainted:. with th«' 
tranfcendant virtues 0£. his fon, to imagine that 

a heart, which ·had once felt and acknowledge& 

their po~er', coµld eafily .be withdrawn from the 

bright attracl:ibn; and, inftead of attempting to · 

foperfede him in the,princefs's affection, he fent an 

ambaffiidor to her father, offering a rejloration of 

all his treafures, Ofl condition of being bleft with 
J1is daughter's hand. · 

Degraded royalty; like an e* piring meteor; 

1s no longer gazed at than whiHl it !hines i and 
the 
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LAUSUS AND LYDIA, .. 7 
the inattention of his favourites, the coldnefs of 

his· friends, and the neglect of his followers; 

had fatally convinced the king of Prrenefia, that 

it was to his jlation, not his perfon, that the 

fupple knee had bowed fo willingly. The prof­

pec:l: of again tailing the fweets of power, and 

the incenfe offered to exaltation, was too attrac­

tive to be declined; and the haplefs Lydia was 

devoted to become the victim of her father's 

ambition. 

Whilfl: Mezentius was impatiently waiting 

- the return of his ambaffador, his fon was as 

anxioufly expecting to receive intelligence from 

his friend; but when the fatal letter came, that 

told him Lydia's h.µid was deilined· to another, 

his grief broke out in violence and complaints. 

To return to Tyrrhene, contrary to the mandate 

of the king, was fuch a breach of filial duty, 

that he dare not even .adopt it in idea : yet 

to give up the object of his tenderefr love, with­

out attempting to warn her of her danger, was 

abfolutely iinpoffible ! He wrote to Phanor, in­

dofed a letter for the princefs, and conjured him, 

by his love and friendfhip, to alt with caution 

B 4 . . and 



. ~ - LAUSUS AND LYDIA. 

and concealment, but not to fail delivering it in 
perfon. 

· The haplefs Phanor, faithful to his trufl-, 
thought not of life, if he could .ferve his friend. 
The enterprize was much too hazardous, and 
,the ra{h youth was dragged before the king. 
The fatal letter proved his condemnation, and 
the enraged Mezentius thought only how to 
lengthen out his torments. The darkefi dun­
g~on was his fad abode: there he was defiined 
to rema_in -until the preparations for the king's 
nuptials were. cornplet~d,~ when his enfanguined 
mind was to be feafted with a fight of horror! 
;phanot, the generous, noble friend of Laufus,_ 
:was then to offer up his fpotlefs life to fat_isfy 
a cruel tyrant's rage! 

In times of favage barbarity, when the human 
heart was callous to the voice of pity, pleafure 
~vva? decked in -the garb of cruelty, and man dif­
graced his nature by f ports and amufements at 
which humanity muit fhudder; and even the 
Romans, who are fo proudly mentioned, crowned 
their fefii vals with combats between men anq 
·beafts, and battles betwe.en haplefs gladiators! 

Such 

t 
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LAUSUS AND LYDIA, 9 

· Such was the amufements prepared for the 

<lefrined . bride of the Tyrrhenean king, whofe 

heart vibrated to the tones of pity, and whofe 

·bofom throbbed at the voice of complaint ! yet 

·Phanor was to be prefented before her, oppo­

fing his fkill to the e!1raged fury of a hungry 

lion, with no other w~apons of defence than 

thofe of a buckler and a poignard-.-

As the nuptials of the tyrant were to be cele­

brated with unufual pomp, fome time was necef­

fary to make the preparations;' and, during that 

period, the prince's alarm for the fafety of his 

friend, and his folicitude for the fate of his 

mifrrefs, became fo great, that }:le refolved t0 

difguife himfelf, and go immediately to Tyrr­

hene. But what muft have been his anguiili, 

and how acute his feelings, when, upon his arri­

val there, he dif covered that he had been the 

innocent caufe of Phanor's defl:ruction ! The 

dreadful tale was frarcely told, when he ex­

tlaimed " Oh ! my friend ! my beloved Pha­

nor! how have I requited all thy virtues !" 

Then dropping on his knees, and claf ping his 

hands with fervor, he petit io1~ed heaven to pro­

tell: and fave him. In that frame of mind he fet 

B 5 out 



IO ·LAUSUS AND LYDIA. 
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out for th~- i~ifon~ where, by th-e help of bri-
~-e'f? an~_ ~he power Qf perf uafi~n, he prevailed 

. '!-1_p6n ope of the keepers _. to exchange clothes, 
acquaidting him with the motive for fo e~traor­
dinary a requeft, and affuring him that no ill con:­
feq_t;ience iliould follow from his breach of duty. 

Thus dep:reifed in mind,._ and -altered m . ap­
·pearance, with trembling hands, and beating 
heart, Laufus unbarred the maffive bolts, and, 
by the aid of a weak glimmeri1:1g light, beheld 
the object of his tendereft friendihip finking be­
neath a load of weight and for row. A trufs _of 
firaw was all that now foftained him, from 
which exhaufted· nature feemed incapable of 

- rifing ! His eyes were bent; his vifage pale; 
and his whole perfon fo emaciated, that Laufus 
gazed with doubt, diftrefs, and horror ! 

" Away with nourijhment, (faid the unhappy ,,., 
Phanor, in , a low feeble voice,) -nor try to 
lengthen out this wretched life! Oh, Laufus ! 
my friend, ( continued he,) how wouldft thy 
generous breaft be torn with anguiJh, couldft 
thou but know thy Phanor's wretched ftate ! " 

" He 

w 

n: 

L 
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LAUSUS . AND LY-DIA, Ii 

" He knows, he feels, he comes .to £hare thy 

forrows, ( exclaimed .a voice half choak,ed -with 

pity.) Oh, my Phanor, ( continued he,· t.hrow.­

ing himfelf upon the ihaw,) look up,· and know 

thy friend !" 

" My prince, my friend, my dear, my much .. 

loved Laufus ! 0 h ! have we met ? But, ah !­

how foon to part! What dangers have you ran! 

what dreads furround you! Too rafh, too daring 

prince, alas ! you know not your infatiate 

father!" 

" I know, my friend," ( repli~d the generous 

prince,) his heart is dead to general calls of pity; 

but Nature herfelf will loudly plead for me. Our 

-time is ihort, and precious every moment. Hear 

my refalve, and eafe my ~ind from torture. To 
know myfelf the caufe of Phanor's death, to 

feel this hand had dealt the fatal blow, would be 

a load of fuch oppreffive weight, that feeble 

nature never could fufiain it; and if you die, 

Laufus will not furvive ! I have, my friend, ·( con­

tinued he, foftening his voice, and grafping 

Phanor's hand,) procured thefe cloaths for thy 

enlargement, and thou canfi pafs the prifon's 

B 6 iron 
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I2 - LAUSUS AND LYDIA; 

iron- gate , unknown, and unimpeded, whil!l: I 
remain thy willing fubftitute; and truil: to Na-
ture for :my prefervation !'=' -

" Can you believe me fo far dead to lhame, 
fo loft to honour, and fo bafe a coward, as to 
-i"edeem my life at fuch a price? Ah, no, my 
prince, ( .replied the generous Phanor,) rather this 
inome11t _ let me yield exiftence, than thus pre­
ferve it at the price of virtue!" 

Various were the arguments that Phanor ufed 
to induce his fri_end to quit his dread defign. 
Laufus remained inflexibly firm, and Phanor 
yielded to his ftrong perfuafions. 

The day of horror foon arrived; yet Laufus 
felt no pang of fear o.r dread; his friend was 
faje, and all within was peace! 'I'he king, ex­
ulting in the pride of joy, gaily condutl:s the 
trembling fair, who, ~ith a fearful, dow!1caft, 
beaming eye, affrighted looks around the fcene 
of £laughter. A fplendid canopy received the 
pair. The circus rings with fhouts o~ loud ap­
plaufe. A different found arrefts each gazer's 
ear, an(dreadful howlings if.foe from afar! The 

thundering 

h 
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LAUSUS AND LYDIA; I'J 

thundering found approaches near, and every heart 

beats high with hope or dread. The trembling 

princefs ilirinks appalled with fear, and pallid , 

looks betray her inward horror ! Vengeance 

had fteeled the tyrant's iron heart, and he be­

held the furious beaft approach with all the calm­

nefs of a cool affaffin. 

The intrepid Laufus, undifrnayed, advanced~ 

and met his furious foe with more than mortal 

courage ! The king with joy beheld the un­

equal fight, and in the perfon of his fon believed 

he viewed the object of his vengeance. A fud­

den found of horror rent the air; and Phanor 

entered frantic with defpair. " Save, fave your. 

fon, Mezentius !" was his cry." 

The wretched father, tortured with alarm, 

felt all the pangs of nature roufed- within him. 

" Will you not fave your prince ?" he cried. 

" Oh! fly, and fave !-Ye gods, preferve my 

fon !" 

' The whole area was inflantly .:._filled, each 

anxious to protect the life of Lauf us : but the 

intrepid hero, undifmayed, ruihed on his foe, 
and 



r4 iAusus AND LYDIA~ 

and with a furious thrufr buried the- weapon in 
his .. reeking fide·! An univerfal iliout proclaim­
ed the joy. Mezentius hafrened to embrace his 

. fon. " You live,, my Laufus; and the gods 
;\re kind ! Let me convince them that I feel 
their power, and, by refioring.- to thy fond em­

. brace her w~om I k11ov..r thy hea'tt _mufi ever 
love, convince. them Nature ·will at lajl pre­

. vail. Phanor,. I own, deferves your tenderefr 
love; and may you long poffefs the joys of 
friendfuip." · 

Objervations on the. preceding Story. 

WHAT a leffon of filial duty, and difinterefr­
ed friendfhip, is inculcated in the hifr-ory of this 
.amiable young prince; and how' much do we 
admire that exalted greatnefs which dignified his 
ev~ry action r 

If Laufus felt the force of uniform obedience 
to fo depraved a father as Mezentius, with what 
_.-eady fubmiffion, what ardent zeal, an.:l perfect 
acquiefcence, ought the commands of~ indulg-

ent 



LAUSUS AND LYDIA. 15 

ent parent to be received by every child; and 

how naturally corrupted mufr that difpo:fition be, 

which prefumes to murmur or repine at them! 

Among~ the pleafures,• the enjoyments, and 

the gratifications of life, there is nothing can 

be compared to the blifs derived from friendfhip ! 

It purifies the heart, exalts the mind, and calls 

forth every virtuous fentiment ! But-this delight­

ful and infpiring flame is only felt by hearts that 

glow with virtue. Laufus and fhanor never 

had known the paffion, if vice had been the in­

mate of their breafts ! 
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TALE THE. SECOND. 

THE BAD MOTHER. 1 

T HE affeclion of a parent for a child feems a 

fentiment fo. interwoven with exifl:ence, 
l. 

and infpired by nature, that it is difficult to fup-

pofe it poffibJe for the_ rrµ.ternal breafl: to be ex­

empted fro.IlJ. it: yet, greatly as·· it fh.ocks huma­

nity, and difgraceful as it is to nature, infl:ances 

have been :found to prove_, that the parental heart 

bas fometim'es been dead to tendernefs, and loft . 
to love! · 

A parent either uniformly unkind, or caprici­

oufiy" fevere, is a. character which every feelini 
dif pofition 
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THE BAD MOTHER. 

difpofition muft abfolutely defpife; yet it is cer­

tain 1 y lefs hateful than one, who, laviiliing hec 

affeB:ion upon an unworthy child, drains he:­

hcart of every drop of tenderne(s, and refufes ano­

ther even the dregs of pity! Such was the con-­

duce of Madam Coree, whofe injufl:ice towards 

one fon, and blind partiality for another, afFords 

a ihiking inftance of parental folly and filial 

tendernefo. 

Monfieur de Carendon, an independent officer 

in F ranee,. had, from the benevolence of his, 

difpofition, and the liberality of his mind,. fo far. 

impaired his private fortune, that, at his deceafe, ., 

his only child was left intirely portionlefs. 

As Monfieur de Carendoni in the execution 

of his office, had rendered effential· fervices to the 

inhabitants of the province over which he pre- · 

ftded, all were eager to tefiify the fenfe they en­

tertained of his favours, by the uniform atten­

tion they befio'lived upon his daughter; and one 

amongfi the number was fo bound by friendihip 

as well as gratitude to the worthy man, that the 

idea of her receiving pecuniarf a:ffifiance was 

both painful to his pride, and hurtful to his 

feelings; 

.. 



THE BAD MOTHE·R •. 

'feelings; and though Mademoifelle de Carendon 
was of a m~fi unamiable temper, yet he refolved 
{ if £he confented) to make her his wife_. 

Infiead of receiving the difinterefted propofal 
with that complacency of manner to which it 
was entitled,. ilie protefted that nothing fhould 
induce_ her t~ degrade her cortfequence by an al­
liance with a man in the mercantile profi./fion, but 
his giving her a pofoi~e promife that her will 
:fhould be received as a law in the family, and 
that Monfieur Coree iliould never prefume to 
interfere in any of its concerns .. 

Singular as this propofition was, his friendfhip 
for her deceafed father induced him to comply,. 
and the poor ( though haughty) Mademoifelle 
de Carendon became the. wife of one of the 
inoft opulent men in France; and, either by pre­
tended regard, or arbitrary decifion, obtained fo 
complete on afcendancy over him, that, at the 
time of his death, ihe perfuaded him to leave 
his immenfe fortune wholly in he~ power, and 
their two children entii:ely at her difpofal. 

: 
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THE BA.D MOTHER. 

The elder of thefe boys, wbofe name was de 

l'Etang, had, from the earlieft :fiate of infancy, 

dif played a temper imperious, indolent, and 

proud; and the unboun<led indulgence he re­

ceived from his mother encouraged the growth 

of thefe unamiable propenfities, and occafioned 

him to be univerfally hated and defpifed; and 

when the vices of his character were contrafred 

with the virtues of his brother's> his imperfec­

tions became.the mor.e firiking. 

The tendernefs of J ames's heart, and the: 

{ weetnefs of his difpofition, gave a gentlenefs 

to his manners that made him univerfally ad­

mired; but his mother, inftead of encouraging 

1:he amiable propenfity, was continually- accuf-­

ing him of want of fpirit, and declaring fhe: 

cou.ld trace the meannefs of his father's otigin 

in every look and every gefture, whilfr the: 

overbearing infolence of her eldeft fon was de-. 

-nominated a natfoe dignity, derived from great­

nefs. 

The indolence of de l'Etang's difpofition, 

and the infolence of his mind, prevented him 

either from making any progrefs m his frudies, 
or 
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or receiving the inftruB:ions of his preceptors 

wi'~h that docility they had a right to expect; 

an~ Ivfadam Coree was continually mortified by 
- hearing the encomiums they pail: upon her 

, yozmg'ejl, and the difapprobatirm-· they exprelfed 

aga<infr her elde.Jl fon. As James'~- perfections 

' feemed to expand, her averfion daily •increafed; 

and at length fhe refolved to fend him to fcho?l, 

to. prevent the poffibility of hearing a comparifon 

drawn between him and her favourite ch.il.d. 

· A few days pre_v~ous fo the execution · of this 
defign, Madam Coree was feized with fymp­

toms of an · alarming -nature~ and the intended 

fcheme was obliged to be- poftponed; De 
l'Etang; who had always_ teftificd both · an -u11r 

feeling and felfifh temper, heard the account of 

his mother,.s indifpofition with the utmoft ap.r- _ 

thy and indifference, and·, in the en jojment of 

his own gratification, was wholly unmindful of 

her fufferi.ngs. If he appi:oached ,the bed of an­

guiili, it was with a calmnefs of countenance, 

and coldnefs of manner, that plainly proved hi-s 
want of fenfibility; and, inftead of withdrawing 

from pleafures and amufements, he engaged in 

tl:em with increafed avidity. 
James, 

(. 
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James, who had never even been permitted to 

enter the apartment where his mother ilept, 

frarcely dare approach the door that led towar-0s 

it; yet the accounts he heard of her fituation, 

and the defire he felt to evince his tendernefs, at 

length infpired him with borrowed courage, and, 

with a palpitating, anxious heart, he ventured to 

intrude upon the hallowed ground. With trem­

bling fieps he drew towards the bed, and, with a 

look of fond folicitude, betrayed the foft emo­

~ions of his mind ! 

- " Is that my fon ?" exclai"med~ the enfeebled 

fufferer; indulgi1Jg ,the fond hope that tendernefs 

at length had touched his 'heart. " No; .it is. 

James," replied the lovely boy, fearful of clairr..­

ing fuch ari honoured title. 

·Harraffed by ficknefs, and worn down by pain, 

nature fubdued the coldnefs of indifference, and 

fue received the affectionate attentions of the 

amiable child with a complacency that charmed 

hi_s tender heact, and taught him to forget her 

p-afi fcverity. The fpeedy refioration of health, 

however, foon baniilied the impreffions of his · 

kindnefs; and the former determination of .fend-

m g 
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mg him to fchool was immediately revived, 

.and executed. I iliall pafs over the years that 

were fpent there, and merely fay; they were 

occupied in the i~provement of his ll:nderfiand­
ing, and the formation of his principles; and 

when the time arrived that he was to quit it, his 

-mind 'Yas the feat both of learning and virtue. 

-

De l'Etang, on the contrary, was one of thofe 

_ fuperficial_ characters who, from natural felf­
fofficiency, and confummate co_nceit, impofe upon 
the opinion of the world in general, and, by an 
artificial difplay of pretended .-knowledge, endea­

vour to conceal the r~al bar:rennefs of their own 

ideas. 

As Madam Coree was continually hearing an 
-account of the purity of her younger fon's ~o­
rals, and the reclitude of his principles, lhe 
thought the church would be the .line in which 

.they would be. difplayed to the greateft advantage; 
but when fhe heard him .exprefs a difinclination 

to the p,rofeffion, !he angrily declared, he had 
-only to determine whether his head ihould be 

fuorn for a cowl, or expofed to a cannon; for 
that 

, 
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that either the church or the army muft be his 

fupport. 

James, who, on former occafions., had never 
prefumed to doubt his mother's authority, felt, 
on this, it was ftretched rather too far; and, in 
the moft, fubmiffive terms, ventured to expofru­

fate againft the injuftice of fuch a proceeding, 
knowing that the fortune his father had left had 
·been an ample provifion for them both, or at 
leaft fufficient to eftablifu him in any profef­
fion he might wifh to make choice of. 

Madam Cor~e, exafperated at he~ fon's p·re­
fumption, and enraged at having her authority 
difputed, fternly forbid him appearing in her p-re­
fence; and the fubmiffi ve young man, fhocked 
at having incurred he.r ~difpleafure, dejectedly 
obeyed the f evere mandate. In this difconfolate 
fituation of mind, he accidentally heard that a 
mercantile veffel, belonging to a friend, was jufl: 
failing to the. W efl: Indies ; and the idea of be­
coming a merchant infrantly fl:ruck him as both 
refpcclable and advantageous. 

Perfanalfy 
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"' - Pn[onally to folicit his m"bther's confent was D.. 

:fiep he . could not venture to adopt; but he flat­

tered himfelf -fhe might condefcend to perufe a 

Jetter_, if he wrote one; and, in the rriofr refpecHul 

mann~r, he conjured her t0 allow him to .try his 

fuccefs in that fit~ation; and affifr him with' a 

fofficient fum to purchafe .articles_ for the ~un~er- ,, 

taking .. 

The fight of an amiable object, who had fo 

jufi a claim upon her tendernefs, was· a confrant 

reproach to Madam Coree's heart; ~nd though 

fhe h~d not refolution enough to conduct herfelf 

with propriety towards him, yet the fil-ent admo­

nitions of a reproaching .conf cience often intruded 

upon her hours 0f ·privacy. The profpect, ~here-

. fore, of his being removed from her figh·t, was 

at . once gratifying _ and .pleafing ~o her; and 

though fhe pa"rted with her money with .great re­

luclance, yet {he gave her confent with the ·ut ... 

moft readznefs; and when her fon waited upon 

her to take leave, pretended to experience fome 

degree of tenderncfs . . 

I 

De l'Etang, who by this time had affumed all 

the airs of ·a man of confequence, faw his bro­

ther 

.. 
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ther depart wit~ the utmofl: compofure; and in 
the pleafures of gaiety, and the practice of dil:. 
fipation, was wholly dead to fraternal feelings. 
As he had expreffed a defire to be entered at the 
bar, his mother fpared no expence to gratify it; 
and, by being lavifl:i of money, procured him 
admiffiori into the body of counfollors, without 
his having attended to the fl:udy of the law. A 
rich heirefs was the next object of de l'Etang's 
purfui_t; and, to enable him to make a fettlement 
equal to the lady's fortune, Madam Coree relin­
quifhed all claim upon her hufband's property, 
and depended for her future fubfifience upon the 
rectitude of her fon. 

Such an unexampled inftan~e of maternal 
fondnefs ought to have made a lafl:ing impreffion 
on de l'Etang's mind; but, infl:ead of repaying her 
confidence by any increafed mark of filial atte.ry-
tion, both his mother and wife were totally neg-
lected; and, in a few months after his marriage, 
his time and property devoted to the moil: aban­
doned and the moil: dif graceful purpofes ! 

To trace vice through its intricate paths, or de .. 
pravity through all its mazy windings, would be 

C a taik 
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a tafk both painfu1 and unpleafing: - I £hall there­

fore pafs over ~ few of the y~ars of de, l'Etang's 

life, and come to that melancholy part of it ­

where his fortune was ruined, his principles cor­

rupted, and his charaB:er univerfally defpifed ! 

His wife,_ unable to fubmit to the indignities 

that were offered her, had long quitted his riot­

ous abode, and, _ in the bofom of her own fa­

mily, endeavoured to regain that peace of mind 

which had been fo cruelly difiurbed in that of 

her hujband's. The trifling allowance he had 

made his mother was at length totally fufpended; 

and that wretched woman was left to fuff'er the 

'moil: abjeB: wants, and to endure the moft 

heart-rending mifery ! Friends ilie had none; 

for the haughty irritability of her ten1per had 

entirely alienate'd the affeB:ion of thofe who, 

from refpeB: to the memory of her father, would 

have been inclined to £hew her marks of kind­

nefs ! Remorfe for her pafl- conduB: added pangs 

to' her prefent mifery; and the reSeB:ion of her 

injufl-ice to- an amiable child, firuck upon her 

tortured mind with all the force of a reproving 

conf cience 1 

Years 

ili 
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Years had paft without a fingle enquiry hav­
ing been made about him; and whether he was 

even living or dead, was a circumfiance of which 

fhe was wholly ignorant. To have written to 

her, was an indulgence the amiable youth dare 
not have folicited; but to hear of her welfare, 

was a pleafure he could' not exift without enjoy­

ing; and a friend, to w.hom he was tenderly at­
tached, promifed to gratify the fond folicitude. 

Though it is painful to depicture Vice, yet it 
is pleafing to tr;ice the path of Virtue, to fee her 
rife above the frowns of Fortune, and vlew her 
refiing on a lap of eafe. 

The perfon of young Coree was elegant; his 

manners graceful, and his very name carried 

with it a paffport to civility. He was received 
by the inhabitants of St. Domingo with the free­

dom of hofpitality and the warmth of friend­

:lhip; and the partial prepoffeffion which his ap­
pearance gained him, foon ripened into regard, 

and grew into efi:eem. The rectitude of his 

conducl: obtained him confidence; and his punc­

tuality and zeal in the bufinefs he engaged in, 

C 2 were 
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were foon crowned with the moft flattering fuc­

cefs. 

Neither time, diftance, or neg leer, were able 

to efface the filial fentiments ,nature had im­
planted in his heart; and, amidfr the cares -of : 

' 
riches, and the fatigues of gain, he was conftant 

in his enquiries after his mother's welfare. The 

melancholy tale at length a~rived, and Coree 

trembled as he read her forrows ! The .calls of 

duty ftruck upon his heart, and he refolved to 

:Ay, and .ref cue her from for row. ..., . 

At the time the f~.tal letter arrived, C,oree was 

looking forward to the full completion _of all his 

hopes of happinefo, by a union with a lady to 

whom .he had been ·1ong attached, and which had 

merely been delayed ih confequenc~ of fome dif­

pute about her property. · ·To quit the objecr· of 

his love juft at the moment he fancied himfelf 

fecure of poifeffing her, required the aid of tea­

fon, and the force· of duty: but could he tafte a · . 

moment's perfecr blifs; whilft her who gave him · , 

being furimk in obfcurity, or pined in want? For­

bid it Virtue, Honor, Love, and Duty·! He · 

refol:v.ed, ther.efore, to dif pofe of his effects, con-
vert 
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vert them into money, haften to France, and fet 
his parent free~ In this la~dable refolution he 
was encouraged by the lady to whom he was en­
gaged; and, after taking a, mofr tender leave of 
her, and alluring her of his eternal fidelity, he 
quitted the ifland, promifing to return again as 

foon as he ha~ arranged his. mother's affairs. 

The !hip had not failed many days, when it 
was overtaken by an African c::orfair; and ~he 
captain was fo terrified by the foperiority of its 
fize, and the di fad vantage which r'.nuft attend 

fuch an engagement, that it was with the greateft. 
difficulty Coree c-0uld prevent him from frriking: 

but at length, finding his courage roufeg by re­

prefentation, and animated by example, he re-
l lucl:antly confented to begin an attack; and, not­

withfranding the number of the pirates, and the 
fury with which they fought, they at length be­
came vicl:ors; for the heroic bravery which the 

gallant youth difplayed, feemed to jnfpire the 

c;rew with more than mortal courage; and they 

univerfally afcribed thei_r fuccefs to_ the invincible 
valour of his arm ! 

C3 Nothing 
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Nothing material . occurred _during the re­

!Jlainder of the paffage ; and Coree landed on the 

coaft of France, poffeffed of that treafure he had 

hazarded fo much to pref erve. Eager to behold 

the objecl: of his folici-tude, he neither allowed 

himfelf time for refrefhmeht, or ·1eifure for re­

pofe; but, wfrh all the zeal of filial ·fondnefs, 

'purfued h(s journey until ne arrived at the place 
' t 

of his mother's rdidence. But what did he feel,_ 

and how was his heart affeB:ed, when, inftead 

of a fpl endid manfion, adorned ·with all the 

images o( greatnefs, he heard that this forlorn 

·unhappy parent had found a fhelter in a wretched 

liovel, where mere compaffion kept her one at­

tendant. 

' · Worn down by ficknefs, and oppreffed by 
· care, this hif,lefs · :victim~ of an . ill-placed fond­

nefs call~d upon _death for pity and relief; for 

-ih 1tn~ fil ent'm;tlfion of the"'grave ihe only hoped 

to lofe h~r fehfe of forrow ! " Shield my dif-
, ' . 

trefs ( faid ihe) fr9m the keen eye of prying cu-

riofity, a~d ·1et nie fink unnumbered with the 

aea{!" This melancholy wiih had fcarce been 

uttered, when a loud knd'cking ftruck the door. 

The -fervant, attentive to the injunction of his 
dying 
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dying miflrefs, refufed the admittance Coree 

claimed, until he had announced his name and 

bufinefs. 

-
The well known voice had fcarcely reached 

her ear, when ihame, remorfe and forrow 

wrung her foul ! '~ Ah! _my dear fon !" ihe cried; _ 

-" and are you come to· clofe a parent's eyes? Or 
are you come to wound me with reproach?" 

" Oh! talk not thus my dear, my much­

loved parent," replied the tender, kind, and fi­
lial fon. " I come to fave, to refcue you from 

ruin; to pour the horn of plenty in your lap, 

and crown your days with comfort, joy, and 

peace! Name not the time of dying, for you 

mufr live to tafle the fweets of life, and b1efs 
your fon with tendernefs and (miles!" .. 

" If I could have a wifh for 1engthened life, 
it would be to make atonement for .the pajl; to 

prove my heart revived to love and virtue, and 

felt the force of fuch unheard-of duty! Oh, my 

beloved, injured fon, c~n you forgive thy mo­
ther~s pafr injufrice, and own her as the author of 
thy being?'~ 

" Oh, 
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'~ Oh, fpare my hear,t fuch agonizing founds/ 

replied t~e duteous fon; " and.let oblivion bury 

all that's · paft. Fortune has bleft me with be­

nignant fmiles, and I am come to ihare_ them with 

. my mother. Let not remorfe corrode that 

w e~kened frame, or damp the joy this tender 

meeting gives 1ne !" 

The phyfician who attended her at that mo-­

ment e_ntered; and the fudden tranfitio11 which 

joy had made in her diforder gave him the moft 

favourable hopes of her recovery. Spacious lodg­

ings w ere immediately prepared, and proper at­
tendants as fpeedily engaged: but the folicitude 

the amiable Coree exper~enced for the recovery 

of his mother, induced him fcarcely ever to leave 

'the fide of her bed. With careful zeal he ad­

minifl-ered all her medicin~s, and with anxious 

folicitude watched their effea'. As her com­

plaint fubfided, • his joys increafed; and he had 

foon the happinefs of feeing her reftored to af­

fluence and' health. 

_be l'Etang's vices carried with them theirown 

punifhment; and, before he had well ·attained 
I 

complete manhood, brought on the premature it1-

firmities 

fit 
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firmities of _ age. His death foon put an end to 

his fufferings, and clofed, a life adorned with na 

one virtue! 

Madam Coree, gratified by the tender affidui­

ties of her fon, was eafily perfua:ded to accom­

pany him to the Weft-Indies; arid in the rµutual 

attentions of nimfelf, and the amiable objecl of 

his affeclion, ihe foon loft the remembrance of 

her paft misfortunes ; and in the filial kin~llefs of 

the amiable Coree, forgot the ingr~titude and de-­

pravity of his brother. 

Obfervations on the preceding Story .. 

THE amiable hero of the recent Tale, whether· 

viewed in the different fituations of adverfity 

or profperity, is alike entitled to admiration and 

applaufe; and whether confidered as a fon, a bro­

ther, or a man, is a charming example for gene­

ral imitation!· 

C5 I.q 
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In the catalogue of hu~a.n duties, parental 

obedience claims the preference; · but it is .to b~ . 

pre-fuppofe~ that the child is bound to fulfil them 

by the ties of gratitude, as well as the bonds of 

nature; and that the author of its being has uni­

formly evinced an intereft . in its welfare, and a 

folicitude for its happinefs i .. ~ 

The little hiftory juft recorded, proves what 

has fometimes been difputed,_ (the exijfence of an 

unnatural parent ;) and whilft we avert our eyes 

from an object fo difgraceful_ to human nature, we 

gladly turn them upon one /o completely calcu­

lated to adorn it. 

What lelfons of humility, and what precepts 

of duty, may be inferred from the defcription of 

that amiable young man's conduct ; and how ,, 

highly to be praifed was the one action of flying 

to the r_elief of a diftrelfed mother, when we re­

flect that he had Bever experienced a mother's 

love, never felt the joy of a parent's fondnefs ! 

To confer benefits, or i_mpart favours, is certain-

ly one of the higheft gratifications humanity can 

receive; and h~w greatly muft the fatisfaction 

be increafed, when the author of our being is 
the 
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the object on whom they are be:ftowed ! How 

refined mufl: be the felicity, and how complete 

the blifs, when we enjoy the power of making a 

return for days ~f Jolicitude, and years of kind­

nefs ; and to be able to :£l:rew with flowers the 

declining path of life, which misfortune had 

entangled with thorns and briars ! 

If Coree flew on the wings of filial duty to 

the fupport and affiftance of an unnatural mother, 

how ought every child, who reads the Tale, to 

anticipate the wants, and prevent the willies, of 

an indulgent ·one; and, by a ready obedience to 

all their commands, relie~e their minds from that 

painful load of folicitude which every parent 

feels for the welfare of their offspring ! 



TALE THE THIRD. 

J 

THE GOOD MOTHER .. 

VIRTUE. and vice, Beauty· and· deformity,­
become either more ftrikingJy difgufting, 

or ,nore pleafingly attractive, by the power of 
contrajl, a:1d the effect of comparifon. Though 
the former Story reprefented a mother dead to 

- thofe fentiments which !houia • ado'fn~ the charac-. 
ter, the pn:fent little hiftory will clifpla.y a more 
amiable pi_cl~re, and exhibit a pa~eri't ~ engaging, ' 
the confidence, . and infuring the obedience, of 

her child, by unremitting tender~efs, and un­
ceafing care. 

At 
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At a period of life when gaiety allures, and' 

pleaf{ire attracl:s the heart, Madame du Troene 

unrepining retired from the inviting fcene, and, _ 

unmindful of tl}e folicitude of her admirers, and 

inattentive to the perfuafion of her friends, re­

folved to devote the whole of her time to the 

infi:rucl:ion of her daughter's mind, and the for­

mation of her principles. 

' " If (ihe would fay) whilft I am whirled 

about in a vortex of diffipation, and a round 

of pleafure, my Emily ihould acquire one vicious 

habit, or one unamiab!e propenjity, what will 

avail contrition or remorfe? Ah, rather let me 

anxious watch the gentle opening of each bud­

ding virtue, and, as I fee them ready to expand, 

affift: their growth, and train them to perfec­

tion. 

" Fortune and friends now blefs me with 
their fmiles ; but in the filial fondnefs of a child 

my heart will tafi:e a blifs they cannot beftow. 

But can I hope to drink . that cup of joy, ff I 
neglecl: to cheriili her regard ; to blend duty with 

inclination, and obedience with tendernefs? The 

time will foon arrive, when the pleafures I-now· 

enJoy 
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enjoy will c~afe-to pl~afe; and thofe amufements 

I now enter into with avidity, will then become 

-vapid or dif gufl:ing. Then £hall I feel-the power 

of duteous love; and from the kina attention of 

my daughter, acquire a reliili for the dregs of 

life." . . 

Thefe virtuous fentiments, and tender fenfa­

tions, induced· Madame du Troene to take upon 

herfelf th.e · in6re office of educating her ,child;, 

and yvhilfl: fue paid the fl:ri£l:efl: attention to the 

embellifhment of_ her mind, her own conduct 

was a complete fl:andard foi· the'= form.ation o( 

her manners. . . 

Emiiy Troene had received from nature a dif­

p0fition calculated to inf pire regard, and create 

efieem. To --a· fweetnefs of temper was united 

a fenfibility of feeling; and to an affability of 

manners, a uniform defire to pleafe. So com­

p.letely tender were her fenfations_,. and fo trem­

bling_ly ~live her feelings, that Madame duTroene 

~u.nd it neceffary rather to convince her of any 

impropriety of conduct:, than to punijh her for 

having been guilty of it; for the contrition of 

Iler mind, when labouring under the difpleafure 
of 
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of her mother, firmly cqnvinced her it would 
never be repeated. 

-
The firfr principle which that excellent wo-

~ · man endeavoured to infril into h~r daughter's 
mind, was a uuiform practice of piety towa~ds 
God. " -At your tit?e of life, ·my beloved girl, 
(ihe would fay,) it is natural for the· heart fpon-

- taneoufly to rife into admiration at what "is great, 
' glow with love at the fight of what is fair, and 

melt at the difcovery of tendernefs and goodnefs: 
and where can any object be found fo calculated 

to kindle thofe affe8:ions, as the Father of the 
_univerfe, and the Author of your felicity? The 
firfr hour of every day ought certainly to be' 

devoted to the fervice of your. Maker, as a..na ... 
tural expreffion of gratitude to him for all his 
bounty gives, and his benevolence beftows .. Your _ 
fituation in life, my love, certainly exempts you 
from the fatigue of domeftic cares; yet it is 
every woman's duty, to regu1a-te the cond._uct· of 
her family,. and, by an exaa-di{hibution of her 

/' own time, infrruct her dependents in the value of 
theirs. After having offered your adorations to 
the Supreme Being, you £hould then attend with 
regularity to the minor duties of life. The , fuf-

ceptibility 
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ceptibility of your difpofition, and the delicacy 

of your feelings, makes it peculiarly neceffary 

(or me to endeavour to inculcate the neceffity 

there is . for your icquiring, by refolution, a 

greater degree of fortitude than nature feems to 

have befrowed ; for yqu are placed irr a frate 

fo full of vari_ety, and fo 'prone to changes, that 

there is a neceffity for your arming yourfelf againfr 

the approac_hes of misfortune : f~r though foft­

nefs and fenfibility are the char~clerifrics of our 

fex, yet thofe amiabie qualities are often united 

with firrnnefs to endure, and capability to fufrain, 

the fevereft mifery, and the greateft hardfhips. 

As courage· is the ornament of the other fex, vir ... 

tue is the embellifhment of ours. In the general 

acceptation of the· word, it takes in all thofe qua­

lities that adorn the mind, improve the heart, 

and add a dignity to human_ nature. The virtue 

peculiarly attached to the character of a yaung 

woman, ·is of fo,- fine and delicate a texture, that · 

the breath of furmif e would taint, and the' bl aft 

of fuf picion injure, its exiften_ce.. Humanity and 

compaffion -have been termed the offspring of 

Virtue; but I confider them as in:11:inclive propen­

:fities, which Providence has kindly implanted in 

the feeling breafr for the fupport of the unhappy, 
and 
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and the comfort of the afffiB:ed. A ftudied atten­

tion to little wants, and a defire to anticipate 

trifling wijhes, is, perhaps, one of the frrongeft 

recommendations to general favour, with which 

nature can endow a young woman upon her en­

trance into life. Few opportunities occur in 

which we can be effentially beneficial to fociety; 

but we may t<:mtinuall y enjoy the fatisfacl:ion 

of befrowing petty kindnejfes, and the hear-t that 

does not feel a gratification in that employment, 

is dead to a fenfation of exquifite delight. But, 

amidft the duties I wiih to inculcate, and the 

precepts I am anxious to inftil, none frrikes me 

as of more effential importance than that of a 

contented mind. A repining, gloomy temper is 

one of the greateft misfortunes attached to hu­

man nature; and yet one the leaft intitled to 

commiferation. I confider contentment as a duty 

I owe my Maker, and cheerfulnefs as another 

due to fociety. The mind that is continua-Uy 

murmuring at its lot, and lamenting the miferi-es 

of its fate, becomes at length fo habituated to 

the pra8:ice, that it forgets its own unworthi­

nefs, and, by confiant repinings, grows 1mp1ous 

towards its Maker!" 

ln 

/ 



42 THE Goon MOTHER. : 

- In receiving fuch leffons, and attending to fuch 
ad vice, th~ years of childhood _f wiftly flew ; and 
the object of this incomparable parent's tender­
nefs arrived at that period when beauty glows 
with all its luftre,_ and innocence ado.rns it with 
·her fmiles. 

Though Madame du Troene was ftill what 

might be call~d. a young 'lUoman, yet ihe was 
aware that the tenour of life was always fup­

ported by a fteble thread; and fhe anxioufly wiili­
ed to fee her daughter united to a worthy man 
whilfr ihe was capable of directing her choice; 
for though fhe never intended biaffing her inc~i­
. natiol}s, yet ilie flattered herfelf fhe fho.uld be 
able to affift her judgment. 

Among the variety of young men who were 
attracted by the fuperiority ,of Emily's charms, 
was the Marquis de Verglon, and thj' Chevalier 

Belzors : the former, handfome, vain,_ and felf­

eonceited; the latter, manly, noble, juft,. and 
modefr. Madam du Troene was no lefs pleafed 

with his manners than delighted with his princi­
ples, and was-continually expreffing her approba­
tion in the prefence of her daughter, who, feel­
, . . mg 
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ing no partiality for his perfon, was yet willing 

to allow the fuperiority of his me1·it, 

V erg1on, whofe vanity could only be equalled 

·by his prefurnption, was the confiant herald of 

his own exploits: yet when Madame du Troene 

condemned his want of diffidence, or feemed to 

doubt his merits, he received her reproof with 

fo much gaiety and good humour, that Emily 

could not avoid being amufed even vyith his fail ... 

ings; and though her judgment acknowledged 

the fuperiority of Belzors' mind, her heart fe­

cretly prefenred the livelinefs of Verglon's man­

ners. 

This circumftance, fo contrary to the willies 

of her amiable mother, gave the fevereft £hock 

to her hopes a1'1d expectations; but, inftead 

of blaming her <laughter's partiality, or pre- . 

tending to have difcovered her weaknefs, {he re-­

fol ved to expofe both their characters to her 

obfervation, and leave her to decide upon the 

one moft likely to make her happy. For this 

purpofe £he invi~ed them more frequently to 

her houfe, engaged them in undif guifed confi­

dence, and heard them exprefs their different fen~ 
timents 
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timents with all the opennefs of friendfuip and 
fincerity. 

Whe!her religion, virtue, or morality, be­
came the fubjecl: of their difcourfe, _ V erglon 
evinced a perfetl: indifference ·to their precepts, 
and a contempt for their_ laws; and teftified foch 
.a libert-inifm of thinking, and deprav ity of con­
~eption, that the f pot lefs mind of the gentle 
Emily _trembJed at the danger fhe had fo happily 

/efcaped, and bleifed the circumftances that had 
difplayed his real character. Eve!Y obfervation 
~that Belzors made, and every fentiment he ex ... 
preifed, tended to confirm his love for virtue; 
and whilft fhe liftened with complacency to the 
elegance ·of his ideas, and th~ frrength of his ar­
·guments, her heart involuntarily acknowledged 
their force, and yielded to him the palm of 

victory. 

The difpofition of Emily was fufceptible to 
an excefs, and tender ih the extreme. An ada­
mantine heart, encircled with diamonds, . would 
have been defpifed; and a tender one, throbbing 
.at real or fiBitious woes, been thought a fit com­
panion for her: own~ This circumftance Madam 

du 
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du Troene was aware of, and invited both Verg­

lon and Bel:zors to accompany them to the theatre, 

to fee an ~£felting little piece written by Vol­

taire, in which the heart became engaged, the: 

mind interefl:ed, and all the feelings wonderfully 

affected.. This _piece Verglon not only beheld 

with apathi, but endeavoured to turn into ridi­

cule; and whilft every other eye bore tefrimony 

of the author's power over the paffions, his 

beamed with the fmile of laught~r .at a tendernefs 

he was incapable of feeling. This ftriking proof• 

of indifference and infenfibility completed the 

amiable girl's triumph over a mifplaced partiality, 

.and convinced her that virtue could not dwell 

with apathy, or principle with libertinif m. 

In a few days after .this circumftance happen­

.ed, Emily was afl:oniilied at receiving ;l. letter 

from the Marquis, declaring his attachment, and 

intreating her to crown it with fuccefs.. Shocked 

at the idea of his prefuming to apply to her with­

out obtaining her mother's approbation, and con-

. vinced he was a man with whom fhe muft never 

hope for happinefs, fhe requefi:ed he might re­

c-eive a pofiti;e refufal; and Mad~m du Trnene, 

a-nxious to difcover whether her willies were 
likely 
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likely to be gratified with regard to Belzors, m~ 
formed her that he had made~ a fimilar propofal ; 
and conjured her daughter to determine in what 
manner his letter fuould be anfwered. 

Emily, convinced how much her mother's 
happinefs ·depended upon the accomplifhment of 
her d-efign, and confcious that felicity could onLy 
be derived from· virtue., c·onfented to receive Bel­
zors' addrefres; and, in fulfilling the duties of a 
wife with ' the -fame zeal and attention fhe had 
done thofe of a daughter, fhe obtained the ap_, 
plaufe of her own heart, and fecured the fidelity 
and love of her huiliand. 

\ 

Obfervations on the precedin_g Story. 

IF the difpo!ition is corrupted by depravity, 
Qr the heart hardened by a callofity of nature, 
precept will make but a flight impreffion on the 
m ind, anq example never reach to the foundation 
of the heart. If the fource from whence the 
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river f prings is impregnated with mud or clay, 

can it ever flow in a pellucid ftream? 

Madame du Troene was an amiable woman, 

and an exemplary mother : but had , Emily pof­

feffed either an untoward mind, or an ungovern-
~ ~ 

able temper, ilie would have followed the bent 

of her own inclinations, inftead of being biaffed 

by the opinion of her judgment, and in the end 

would h·ave been completely wretched. Educa­

tion may improve the defetl:s of nature, but I 

am not inclined to allow it can completely era­

dicate them; therefore, whilft we pay the trib_ute 

of admiration to the condutl: of the parent, we 

muft allow equal merit to the duty of the child, 

and hold her up as a pattern of filial obedience, 

ar1d compliant f weetnefs. 



TALE THE FOURTH. 

THE SCHOOL FOR FATHlRS. 

P ARTIAL indulgence, · and, c6nftrained feve_ 
. . rity, a.re equally to be avoided in the fyftem 

of education; and the parent who weakly con­
:nives at a child's failini s-, Ot p~niilies them with 
.afperity and pa,ffid~·~ 'a;rir ali~e ~nfit for the im-

... ~ ... .... . { - ; - ... • · _. ..., 
portant o.tlie~::--~ . r.) ,, · ._ ,. 

~ "' . -:.. ;.•r' 
, I ii - \ • 

, •Timante$}. 'father: to th·€·-' young ·de- Volney, 
,.._ ► . ~ 

was blefri .M{:i th : a ·.for( whofe: na~w:al •aifpofition 
~ . ' . . 

w as comp;ete1y · ainia·bfo, -bu·t · who, from falfe 
indulgence, 
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indulgence, and maternal fondnefs, became the 
dupe of folly, and the :!lave of vice. His father, 

, fo]cly 0<;:cupied in the plan of rai.fing an imi'nenfe 
fortune for this child of his affections, left the 
tafk of education wholly to his wife, who, to 
gratify her pride, and prove her weaknefs, re­
fol ved that her fon fhould only afTociate with 
thofe of fuperior rank to himfelf; and as fhe took 
care to fupply him with fufficient money to gra­
tify all their boyifh or ridicU:lous inclinations, 
they readily admitted him into all their parties. 
Superficial accomplifhments he was taught to con­
fider as efTentially necefTary to his introduction 
into thefe polite circles; and few lads could dance 
with more elegance, enter a room with more 
grace, or fay unmeaning nothings with a. greater 
air .of importance, than himfelf. But the culti­
vation of his mind was an object of too little 
confequence for a boy of fpirit to think of attend­
ing to; and though nature intended him for a 
very iliining character, a neglected education 
foon made him become a very ridiculous one : 
and, with a heart naturally inclined to virtue, 
the effelt of example led him into the very path 
of vice. 

D As 
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As he· affociated chiefly with. young men older 

than· hirrifelf, he thought it neceffary to adopt 

all their fentiments; and w~s. frequently guilty 

both of exceffes and enormities, which ftung 

him with remorfe, and loaded him with fuame ! 

A Marquis's applaufe, or a Count's approbation, 

foon reconciled him to a conducl: his principler 

conde7!lned; and at length he became dead to the 

voice of confcience, and loft to the habit of re­

flection. 

His father, afi:onifued at the exorbitance of 

his expences, frequently remonftrated with his 

wife upon the danger of his being indulged in 

them; but was always filenced by her obferving, 

that 2.s de Volney affociated with the .firjl nobility, 

he muft of neceffity imitate them in their plan 

of life; and that as his fortune would allow the -

jndulgence of fuch gratifications~ his fpirits ought 

not to be broken by any check being put upon 

them. · 

Whilft de Volney was thus becoming the 

!lave of folly, and the dupe of vice, his lovely 

fifter was devoting her time to the improvement 

of her heart, and the cultivation of her underftand-

4 1ng; 
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ing; and was in every refpeB: fo completely ami­

able, that fhe was a univerfal favourite, both 

with nuns end the boarders in the convent where 

fhe refided. 

With a difpofition fo peculiarly f weet, and 

a heart fo intirely foftened by fenfibility, it was 

natural to fuppofe ilie would not long remain 

a :!hanger to th~ joys of friendfhip; and in the 

fociety of the amiable Angelica, fhe difcovered 

f entiments fo congenial to her own, that the 

rnofr perfecl: confidence and tender regard fubfift­

ed between them; and the probability of their 

feparating by a removal from the convent, was 

the only circumftance that interrupted their 

felicity. 

Amidft the allurements of gaiety, and the 

pleafures of diffipation, de V olney's heart was 

yet fufceptible o.f tendernefs; and he would often 

:{teal from riot and folly, to enjoy the rational 

fociety of a beloved fifrer. Lucy, who difcri­

rninated his virtues, and lamented his failings, 

indulged the hope, that, if he once became at­

tached to a woman of virtue, he would endea­

vour to fubdue thofe habits which muft render 

D 2 him 
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him contemptible in her eyes, and acquire fuch 

a-s would be likely to obtain her efteein. ·Under 

this idea ilie contrived to -introduce him to the a<:­

quaintance of her friend, whofe perfonal charms 

could only be e9.ualled ~y ·h_er mental perfec .. 

tiom. 

-
Although de V olney's manners were eng~ 

ging, and his perfon elegant, yet thofe were 

fuperficial recommendations in Angelica's eyes : 

but as Ihe was ·taught ·to believe that his failings 

proceeded more from an -tr-ror of judgment than 

depravity of mind, £he wiihed to affift his fifter 

in reclaiming him to ,virtue-; and de Volney 

founa himfelf fo enflaved by her charms, and' fo -

captivated by her fentiments, that he liftened to · 

her advice until he refolved to follow it; but no 

fooner had he_ entered into pleafure and diffipa­

tion, than her counfels were forgotten, though 

.her beauty was i"emembered. 

· In this unfortunate fituation of mind, fluetuat­

ing between the attractions of virtue and ~he 

.aBurements of vice, he was deftined to fufl:ain 

t_he fi.rfl: impreffion of misfortune; and, by -the 

.death of his too -partial mothe.r, found himfelf 
• deprived 
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d~prived of a· friend on whom he could on all 

occafions depend, and a parent, who, with la villi 

h·and, abundantly fupplied all his neceffities. 

Timantes, more exhaufred by the fatigues of 

' bufinefs than the weight of year~, at this period 

felt peculiarly folicitous to obtain repofe; and 

imagined that when his fon found the fource 

from whence he had derived his pleafures no 

longer flowed, he would be happy to fupply it by 

an attention to bufinefs ; and would willingly 

confent to take an aB:i ve part in that fcene, from 

which he found himfelf fo anxious to retire. 

But the education de Volney had received, 

and the companions with whom . he had affo­

ciated, taught him to confider the employment 

of a merchant far beneath the dignity of a gentle­

man; and he abfolutely refufed having any con­

cerns with it. 

" Well, ( faid his father, mortified at this 

weak refolution,) would you wifh to fignalize 

yourfelf in the field of glory ? or would you 

prefer eftablifhing your fame by the power of 

D 3 your 
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y-our eloquence? The law or the fword may 

equally adorn the characler of a·gentleman." -, 

" My inclinadon ( replied de Volney) does not 

lead me to the one; and I have an ) nvincible 

averfion to the other. My ·mother wilhed me to 

obtain admiffion into -an office which confers no­

bility, and requires no labour, and your fortune 

is fufficient to fupport me in it." 

Thefe unexpected and improper fentiments 

awakened Timantes to a fenfe of his own error. 

" What have I done, (faid he,) and how have 

I trifled with the happinefs of my child ! By 

fufferi~g him to imbibe habit's of diffipation, I 

have deftroyed the principles of duty; and by 

allowing him to affociate with men of fuperior 

rank, I have taught him to defpife the fource of 

his enjoyments ! ldlenefs has corrupted the 'feeds 

of virtue;. and the idea of the importance my 

wealth will beftow, has prevented him from en­

deavouring to obtain any for himfelf, either by 

the practice of prudence, or the effects of prin­

ciple! As the knowledge of my poffeifmg a 

la,:ge fortune has been the means of producing 
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vice, let me try if I can call forth virtue by 

a fuppofition that I have now a fm_all one; and 

when i1e learns that his future confequence muil: 

depend upon his own exertions, _ let me indulge 

the hope. that ~e will feel a gratification in mak­

ing them." 

Timantes had no fooner refolved upon making 

this trial to call forth the latent virtues of the 

young de Volney, than he arranged his affairs in 

fuch a manner, that it was impo.ffible he could 

difcover their real ftate ; and fending for him . 

into his apartment, he faid, " You muft, my 

dear Volney, prepare your mind for the encoun­

tering a misfortune of the deepeft magnitude ; 

but one which my affection for you has in fome 

d~gree been the occafion of. Anxious to leave 

you mafter of an immenfe property, I have 

hazarded more than prudence could have autho­

rized. Two-thirds of my fortune, which I 

had ventured upon the fea, I have this day dif- ' 

covered has fallen into the hands of pirates; and 
I 

the diilione!ty of a ivan I depended upon, has 

bereaved me of half the remainder! My eftate 

of Volney will juft enable me to enjoy the com­

forts of life; and as to its fuperjiuities, t_~ofe I 
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lnufl: ende4vour to relinquiili without repining. 
My name, thank heaven, has never been tarniili:­

ed by a di/honourable aclion, and will obtain cre­

dit in any part of the globe. I began tpe world­
.with much greater d-ifadvantages than you will 
have to encounter, and I depend upou you for 
confolation under my misfortunes." 

The countenance of de Volney complete! y 
betrayed, the agitation of his mind; and it was 
fome moment~ before he was capable even of 

_ articulating a word. At length he exclaimed , 

in a tone of horror, :' Ruined I did you Jay, 
.my father ! What-Ruined pail: redemption!" 

" Not pafr redemption, (fa~d Timantes ;) for 

you, my fan, can raife my drooping credit . Y ?U 
are the prop that mufr fufrain my forro_ws. But 

now retire, and learn to \>ear misfortune." 

The tale which _Timantes had fabricated fpread 

with rapidity; and thofe friends who had fmiled 
upon de Volney in profperity, immediately for:. 
fook him in adverjity; and, infread of (ympa­

thizing in his misfortunes, or attempting to 
mitig~te 
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mitigate his aff! iB:ions, they either fhunned his 

fociety, or treated him with infolence. 

Stung by difappointment, and wounded by 
fcorn, the unhappy Volney Rew to his fifter for 

confolation, and in the endearing tendernefs of 

her f ympathy loft for a while a fenf e of his mif­

fortunes. The neglect of thofe whom he had 

imagined were bound to him by the ties of 

friendlhip, had fo far wounded his fenfibility, and 

. mortified his feelings, that he could not fummon 

refolution enough even to mention the name of 

the fair Angelica; but as her mind was above all 

interefted ideas, fo was her heart fuperior to con­

fined prejudices, and, with the moft ingenuous , 
franknefs, ilie informed him that his degraaed 

circumftance_s might be a means of exalting him 

in her opinion, and his diminifhed fortune al­

low him an opportunity of rifing in her eftima­

tion. " I lament tl?.e alteration in your father's 

circumfrances, ( faid fhe,) for his own and your 

/Jjler' s fake; but for you I confider it as a blejfing. 

Pleafure and diffipation had injured your princi­

ples, without deftroying your virtue : but how 

long it might have withftood fuch powerful af­

failants, is a matter I believe we can neither of 
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us determine. You muft now begin a life of 
alfivity, and your labours will be rewarded by 
an approving confcience." 

Angelica's converfation at once confoled and 
flimulated Volney. " Let me · ( faid he) ap­
pear but ,zuorthy- in her eyes, and every exertion 
will then be light. I will im~ediately com­
mence the man of bufinefs, and try to merit her 
favour." His father, tranfported at the fuccefs 

- of his fcheme, was abfolutely afronifhed at his 
indefatigable attention ; and, convinced that con­
firmed habits become fecond nature, felt affured 
that his fon would render himfelf a ufeful mem­
ber of fociety ; and, delighted at the reform~tion 
his fagacity had produced, had no fufpicion he 
was aided in his plans by the }ldicious conduct 
of his daughter and her friend. 

The fale of his carriages, and the difcharge of 
his retinue, were circumftances that at firfi: were 
painful to de V olney's mind; but a very fhort 
period of time intirely reconciled him to thofe 
degradations ; and the fatisfaB:ion he felt in dif­
,charging his duty, and devoting his· attention to 
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the improvement of his fortune, more than com­

penfated for fuch trifling mortifications. 

Lucy, whofe affection for Angelica had been 

fireng~hened by time, and augmented by obferva­

tion, indulged the hope_ that, at a future period, 

fue might have the happinefs of cementing that 
regard by the ties of relation:iliip, and therefore 

refolved to make her father acquainted with the 

preference her brother felt for the interefting 

object of her own ajfellion. 

Timantes, who had long wi:ilied to find his 
fon's heart attached to fome amiable young wo­
.man, requefted his daughter to introduce him to 

her friend; and when he beheld the uncommon 

lovelinefs of her perfon, and obferved the ftriking 

f weetnefs of her manners, he was no longer 
aftonifhed at de V olney's partiality ; and con­
vinced that he had perfell:ly fubdued his former 

failings, and was not likely to . fall into a repe­
tition of fuch errors, he refolved immediately to 

reward his virtues ; and, fending for him, there­

fore, into his apartment, and opening his port­

folio, prefented to his aftoni:ilied eyes, notes to 

the amount of near half a million of money. 

" Behold, my fon, (faid he,) the pleafing ·proofs 
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of your father's prudence, and the reward that 

awaits your merit • . The knowledge that you. 
were to inherit thefe, had n:early deftroyed thofe 

feeds of virtue nature had •implanted in your bo .. 
fom; and the belief that they were loft to you 

' for ever, reccilled you to a fenfe of your native 

dignity, and taught you t1:e neceffity of principle 
and prudence. I now give them you, in a confi­
dential hope pf their being no otherways valued 
than as they will enable you to c~nfer happinefs 
upon·your fellow creatures; and I firmly believe 
that, whilfi: you are indulging yourfelf in the 
innocent enjoyments of life, you will reRell: ­
upon the dangers from which you hav,e fo happ-ily 

efcaped. But go, my fon; impart your hlifs to 
the amiable object you wilh lhould ·fhare it. I 
admire her characl:er, love her virtues, and her 
father hqs confented to receive you as his-fon.'~ -

Th~ mingled fenfations of furprize'" and joy 
deprived de Volney of the power of utterance; 
but, recovering from the pleafo1g embarraffment 
in a few moments, he threw himfelf on his knees ­
before his father, and poured forth his gratitude 
in the warmeft ftrain; and, after promifing that 

his future conduct ihould compenfate for the pafr, 
he 
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he hafl:ened to embrace his fifter and her friend, 

and make them partakers in his unexpecl:ed pap­

pinefs. 

Objervations on the preceding Story. 

INDISCRIMINATE indulgence, and weak 

partiality, have frequently been attended with 

fuch baneful confequences, that it is a matter of 

the utmoft aftonifument, that any parent fuould 

fall into an error, attended with fuch baneful and 

pernicious confequences. 

The mother of de Volney not only proved the 

weaknefs of her underfl:anding, by the unbounded 

latitude fue allowed his follies, but by fcreening 

his extravagance from her hufband, and fupplying 

his exorbitant expences ( in a great meafure) from 

her private purfe, fue at once taught him ~ leffon 

of duplicity and difobedience, and gave him rea­

fon to fuppofe his father was lefs fondly attae-hed 
to 
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to him tli:in herfelf. But, amongfr · the train of 
errors which that unfortunate woman feemed to 
have imbibed, none could have been attended with 
more pernicious confequences, than her wiili of 
introducing her fon into a fociety of young men 
fo every way his fuperiors. Vi~tue is certainly 
fuperior to rank, and merit- tranfcends the moil: 
elevated birth ; out as de Volney could not boaft 
of poffeffing either, he was admitted into the 
CQmpany of men of confequence with the paltry 
recommendation of a lar-ge fortune ; and as long 
.as he could minifrer to their gratifications, or 
promote their pleafures, was confidered by them 
as a welcome guefr ; but the moment his brilliant 
pr_ofpeB::s feemed overfhadowed by the veil. of 
misfortune, and he was no longer likely to appear 
with fplendor, the brittle chain was fuddenly 
broken, and he was left a folitary being in the 
midfr of a world of gaiety! This mortifying 
proof of interefted friendlhip was, perhaps, one 
of the mo.ft impreffi ve leifons de Volney could 
have received; for it not only convinced him of 
the infrability of fuch connections, but taught 
him to a1k his own heart, if there was no poffi­
bility of making friendihip become fubfervient to 
virtue? 
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The flave of folly, and the vicl:im of diffipa­

tion, he had never reRecl:ed upon the effentials 

that were requifite to form a Pfr/ecf friendjhip ; 
and fooliihly fancying that every man who would 

make ufe of his purfe, or become the :lharer 

of his pleaf ures, muft have an affection for his 

perfon, or be tenderly concerned in his interefr, 

he laid himfelf open both to mortification and ' 

difappointment. 

His natural -difpofition was peculiarly amiable, 

or he could not ha..ve difengaged himfelf from the 

allurements of vice : and whilfr we lament the 

danger to which youth are expofed, we muft ap-

· plaud thofe who, like de Volney, have both 

courage and refolution to rife above them. 
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TALE THE FIFTH. 

FRIENDSHIP PUT TO THE TEST. 

AMIDST the various fources of delight which . 

a me~ciful Cr~ator has b~neficently\ attach­

ed t~ this_. fublunary ftate, few can boaft of fuch 

refined gratification as that which fprings from a 

,.difinterefted friend!hip. In all . our pfoafures, and 

all our pains, we are earneftly feeking for fome 

congenial foul, who -can !hare the one; or miti .. 

gate the bther; for, as an elegant author (the late 

Lord Bacon beautifully expreffes "it,) " A forrow 

Iofes itfelf in mapy channels; and joy, like a ray 
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of the fun, reflects with more ardour and quick~ 

nefs when it rebounds upon us from the breafr of 

a friend !" 

Although ejleem is the foundation of genuine 

friend!hip, yet the moil: permanent ones have 

generally been formed at a. period of life when 

the judgment has neither arrived at maturity, or 

the mind been capable of difcriminating virtue. ; 

To account for the :fingularity of this circum.;. 

-france, and affign a reafon for the fl-ability of theft 

Jriendjhips, we mufr either imagine that the ten­

dernefs of our heart increafes ·in proportion to our 

confidence in human nature, or that the recollec-

tion of our childifh enjoyments carry with them 

a-more exquifite degree of delight than we are 

ever after capable of experiencing; and, by con­

necting the image of the perfons with the plea-

fures they affifted to prnduce, we naturally feel 

for- them a fenfation of gratitude, and a fenti-

rpent of love, which time confirms, and habit 

ftrengthens. 

Friendfl1ip has univerfally been .allowed t0, be 

the moil: difinterefted of all fentiments, and there 

have been circumftances :wherein its exertio.t;i has 
been 

., 
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been calculated to prove at once .. the native dig­
nity of the human mind, and the wond&rful af­
cendancy that may be obtained m~er the paffions, 
when the happinefs of'!- friend is the object that Js 
at ftake; and the following Story, I am inclined 
to bel.ie_ve, will be fufficient ~o eftablifh the va ... 
)idity of the aifertion. . 

The bonds of friendihip between Blandford 
.and N elfon, were formed at that period· of life 
when they are moft likely to remain permanent.; . . 

.and when the exercifes of fchool gave place t~ 
the employments of map.hood, their affections 
feemed increafed by the .imperceptihfo tranfrtion. 
Blandford, as a boy, was har-dy, .generous, in­
trepid, and courageous ; · and this difpofition led 
him to mak:e choice of a mode of life wherein he 
-might be enabled to evince thefe virtue~,. and efta­
blifh his fame by the exertion of his valour . 

. N elfon was neither deficient in courage, or 
devoid of intrepidity; but a native -flow of ele­
gant language, a fondnefs for ftudy, and a mind 
deeply interefted in the politics of the country, 
induced him to become one of its fupporters; 
and whilft Blandford was bravely: endeavouring -

to -
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to protect her trade abroad, he was no lefs ardent­

ly engaged in preferving peace at home. A fepa­

ration between friends fo warmly attached, and 

fo tenderly interefred in each other's welfare, was 

a circumfrance attended with the mofr ferious 

grief to both ; but the pain of abfence was foften­

ed by an epifrolary intercourfe; and each endea­

voured to obtain the af>probation of their friend,. 

by a difplay of thofe virtues which had called 

forth their -efreem. . . I. 

Courage, tempered with prudence, and valour 

withmercy, foon raifed Blandford to an eminence 

in his prof_:ffion ; and, in an engagement between 

the Engliili and the Indians, he had an o~portu­

nity of evincing his courage, and proving his 

humanity. That part of the Britiili army of 

which Blandford had the command, had been 

completely victorious in a recent engagement; 

and, proud of conquefr, and elated with fuccefs, 

they began plundering a village whic!-1 the van­

quiilied had deferted. An aged Bramin, venera­

ble for his virtues more than years, attempted to 

oppofe the foldiers' entrance into ·the facred f pot 

where he refided, when one, more hardened than 

the refr, lifted his hand againft the helplefs fire, 
who, 
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who; reeling, fell within his daughter's arms! _ 

Her iliri:ek of terror reached the conqueror's- ear, 

who eagerly flew to fuccour youth and beauty, 
and, with a look expreffive 0£ horror, ._ de­
mf1nded why they had difgraced their n~me. 
" ·Are innocence and age a foldier's prey?° Oh ! 
barbarous deed! Inhuman murderous crime !" 
Then gazing tenderly upon the maid, he bore 
the. bur.den_ fr01n her trembling arms ; and, in a 

firain of foft condoling pity, tried to afiuage the 
violence of he-r forrows !~ 

Whilfr B.lapdford was preparing the prop.er 

.r.emedies for the venerable Bramin, the excefs i>f 
his daughter's grief prevented her from making 
even an attempt at being ufefu1; but, throwing -
herfelf on her knees by the fide of the apparently 
dying man, fhe poured forth her complaints in 
the mofr moving fr rain of f ympathy and tender­

nefs. " Oh, my father! ( faid the amiable girl,) 

if: you leave your Coraly, if you go to receive 
the reward of all your virtues, ~ho will guide, 
who will protect, and who will fhield her from 

the victor's power?" Then lifting up her 
ftreaming eyes to heaven," lhe befought the gods 
to. fave his valued life,! 
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Solinzeb (which was the amiable .Bramin's 

name) forgot for a while his own fufferings; 

and, in endeavouring to reconcile .his daughter 

tCYthe calamity 'C'which had befallen her, he feem­

ed to have acquired additional .il:rength .and vigour:. 

Blandford remained the whole night with 'him, 
and Coraly refufed to qu;t Jhe bed fide, where 

her tears and frghs._~~are"d a mournful P!efage of 
approaching mifery. 

A)].though ,the tenets 'of the Chriil:ia11 religion 

are oppofite to thofe which the .Bramins -profefa, 

yet there was fo much probity in ·Blandford's fen­

timents, and fo much humanity in his conduct, 

that the venerable father coul~ neither fufpeB: 

his principles, or doubt his honour; and when ·he 

fouRd •the icy hand of death.upon him, he refign­

ed the·objecl: of his tend.ernefs into his proteltion.; 

with a confidence of his .guarding it both with 

care and kindnefs. Blandford received the pre­

cious trufi, with an affurance of protelting it in 
the path' of innocence and honour, and ·with a 
facred promife of not attempting to withdraw her · 
mind from the principles of that religion in 
w.hich fhe had been educated. 

Soon 
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Soon after the ratification of this folemn con-
. . 

tract, the aged Indian breathed his lafr; and Co-

raly's grief broke out in the mofr violent -excla­

mations. Her feelings were warm·, and her heart 

tender; and when £he beheld that form, on which 

fue had been accufromed to gaze with filial fond­

nefs, no longer capable of returning her _en_­

dearments., £he threw herfelf upon it in an-agonJ 

of def pair, _ and remained embracing it until na­

ture, exhaufred by its own fufferings, was no 

·longer able to fuftaiti the confliB:; and, finking 

into a fiate of total infenfibility, iheJ was in that 

:fituation carefully .conveyed· into another apart­

ment. 

Every attention that humanity could fuggefr, 

or benevolence beftow, Coraly received from her 

fympathizing benefactor ; and at length he had 

the fatisfaetion of perceiving the fmile of cheer­

fulnefs difperfe the cloud of forrow. 

The aqiiable Blandford derived the higheft gra­

tifrcation from -devoting his hours to the cultivat­

ing a mind where fpotlefs purity, and native dig­

nity, alternately difplayed themfelves; and the 

facility with which fhe acquired knowledge, and 
the 
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the attention fhe paid to all his infl:rucl:ions, con­
vinced him that her difpofition was as amiable as 
her perfon was lovely. 

Though Coraly regarded her benefacl:or as 
a friend, and venerated him as a father, yet fhe 
felt not towards him a warmer fentiment; and 
whilfr he was fondly indulging the hope of being · 
able to infpire her breaft with tendernefs, !he 
merely regarded him with cold efleem; and, w.ith' 
hearts impreffed by fuch different fenfations, 
Blandford and his pupil arrived in England. 

N elfon Rew on the wings of friendfhip to 
welcome Blandford to his native clime; and in 
preffing to his bofom the man w horn of all others 
he efreemed, experienced a refinement of felicity, 
which feemed to repay him for years of abfence l 
The unexpected appearance of a young female, 
lovely, interefring, and attracfive, infrantly ex­
cited N elfon's fears: but a few moments of confi­
clential intercourfe explained Blandford's inten­
tions, and Coraly's virtues, and he was taught to 
confider her as the chofen object of his friend's 
affeaions. 

Although 
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Although Coraly had received Blandford's in--:· 

frrucl:ions .both with aptitude and docility, yet 

he was convinced there was a ftriking difference 

between the manners of an unpolifhed Indian and 

an elegant European ,;· a1:d though ,he w.as de­

lighted with the innocent obfervations of her un­

taught mind, yet, , as fhe was deftined to mix -in 

a fociety oppofite to that to which fhe .-had hitherto 

been accuftomed, he was anxious .fhe fhould ·be 

able _rather to adorn than difgrace it-; · and·as N el­

fon's fiffer was a woman of elegance and fafhion, 

he in~reated her protecl:ion for the objell: of his 

folicitude during a period in which he was obliged· 

to be abfent in confequence-of being called upon 

to protea: his country. This -feparntion on the 

part -of .Blandford at once called forth his tender­

nefs,, and ftrengthened his regard ; but the idea of 

bei~g- .placed under the care of, N elfo11 and his 

fifter,, feemed intirely to prevent Coraly from par.: 

ti.c~pating in his emotions. 

The ·difference of manners between Blandford 

and his friend _was too frriking to efcape general 

ohfervation.: and .though Coraly's heart had re- , _ 

mained infenfible to the parental kindnefles of the 

former, it had involuntarily been attrall:ed by the 
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infinuating attentions of the latter ; and lady Ju­
liet Aubrey was foon convinced that the charge. 
!he had undertaken would be attended with much 
danger. 

As ihe knew her brother to be a man of the 
ftricl:efi: honour, fhe was convinced he would 
take no unfair advantage of a preference he muft 
confider as extremely unfortunate: but how was 
fhe Thocked when, mentioning the difcovery !he 
had made, to hear him avow an equal partiality! 
'' You mu.fl: condemn me, my dear fifter, (faid 
he,) for a weaknefs that makes me deteft myfelf; 
but do not imagine I have acl:ed with dilhonour, 
or that I have bafely endeavoured to fteal the af­
fecl:ions of~ lovely girl, whom I_ knew was def­
tined to be the wife of Blandford~ No, my 
Juliet, my heart 'would recoil at the bare idea of 
fuch an acl: of villainy and bafenefs. We have, 
I fear, been too much together for the reftora­
tion of our mutual peace; and from fancying 
myfelf fecure, I have ran into the midjl of drmger. 
Yet how could I fuppofe, whiHl: I was cultiva­
ting her mind, I could make an impreffion upon. 
what (I imagined) an attached heart! Or how 
could I fuppofe that my own would weakly . be 
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furrendered to a being 1 knew was the property 

of the man I loved? Fatal fecurity ! mifl:akeh 

error! But I will not be unworthy Blandford's 

friendfhip r I will explain to Coraly the gratitude 

:£he owes that generous man-, and teach her heart 

· .to love him for his ,virtues." · 

Lady Aubrey had endeavoured to convince her 

pupil of the impropriety fhe had been guilty . of., 

i~ expreffing a partiality for her brother; and, in 

cenfu.uing her conduct, had probably forgotten 

that the haplefs girl was a perfect child of nature, 

who had never been taught the neceffity of con­

cealing fentiments .at which ilie had J10 caufe to 

blufh : and, whether from the, idea of having in­

curred her ladyfhip's difpleafure., or from a con­

-vicl:ion that fhe mufi: not indulge a preference 

· which fhe had fo long innocently cherifhed, N el­

.fun found her bathed in tears . 

.It was in_ vain that he endeavoured to refiore 

-calmnefs to her -mind, .or compofure to her feel-

-tngs; her exiftfnce feemed to depend on the in-

,dulgence of her tendernefa, and the idea of its 

1be~ng confidered -crimi~al became -infupportable. 

~, .I :vener.ate Blandford as a father, { faid fhe,) 
and 
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and efi:eem him as a friend; but why is that 

to prevent me from loving Nelfon? Or why is 

it a crime to become attached to a man who is fo 

greatly fuperior to his whole fex? Was I to ac~ 

cept the heart of Blandford, without being aple 

to return him mine, ihould I not repay his kind1 

nefs with treachery, and his tendernefs with in­

gratitude? Oh, never, never will I be his wif~1 l" 

. 
To this kind of reafoni'ng N elfon oppofed all 

the arguments which principle could fuggefr, and 

probity fupport; but ftill {he remained inflexible ;. 

and though her fpirits gradually funk under t~e 

confliB: of her feelings, £he frill perfevered in 

her refolution of never becoming the wife of 

Blandford. The idea of being fufpeB:ed of di): 

honour, or accufed of treachery, by the man 

whom of all others he moil: valued and efteemed, _ 

was a wound to the bofom of the generous minded 

N elfon which all .bis fortitude could not enable 

him to fuftain, and he became the viB:im of acute 

fenfibility. Depre{fed by forrow, and debilitated 

by difeafe, he feemed to look forward to death 

as a ihield from diilionour ; and, inftead of ufing 

the neceffary means for his recovery;; imparjently 

expeB:ed the decifive blow! l . 
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As Co.raly's exifrence_appeared to depend upcm 

his life, he refol ved fo make one more effort 

to fecure his friend's happinefs; and taking t-he 

weeping girl tenderly by the hand, again befought 

her to become the wife of Blandford. '·' I am 

fhe c_aufe ( faid he) of your repugnance ; and now 

I fwear; · if you refufe his love, I'll not furvive a 

fhoke that makes him wretcned, and framps me 

in his e_yes a worthlefs villain J" 

What perfuafions cou'ld not-0btain, fear accom­

plifhed; and ·the tho_ughts of 1-ofin·g N elfon made 

ev'e'ry other grief appear but light, and fhe con­

fented to lier lover's wifh. Soon after this fatal 

pr~mife had been extorted, Blandford arrived ; 

and, in the joy he felt at again beholding the 

' object of his tendernefs, forgot the mifery he 

had endured from abfence. 

The fatal day at length arrived, in wh.ich 

Coral y's affections were to -be facrificed tG> her 

principles, and fhe was to become the wife of one 

man, ·whilfr her heart was in:voluntarily attached 

to another. The idea of preferving the honour 

and life of this object -0f her efreem, had hitherto 

fupported her both with courage and fortitude; 
but 
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but when the moment arrived in which it would 

be a crim~ to love him, thefe auxiliaries inti rely 

failed; and Blandford had the mifery of obferv~ 

ing, that, inftead of receiving the offering of 

her heart, it furunk with horror from the ap­

proaching ceremony; and that her feeble f.1:ame, 

no longer able to fuftain fuch trials, abfolutely 

funk under the preff ure of her feelings. 

With eager hafte he flew to fave her; and fup­

porting in his arms the precious burden, anxioufly 

inquired into the caufe of her agitation. N elfon's 

countenance betrayed the anguHh of his mind, 

and fully explained the interefting fecret. Oh ! 
my dear N elfon, ( faid the generous Blandford, in. 

a voice of 'tendernefs and forrow,) how could 

you e'er one moment doubt my friend!hip? 

Could you fuppofe, to purchafe felfi{h joys, I'd 
fever hearts whom fate has thus united? I blefs 

my fiars I have efcaped an ill that neither time 

or penitence could foften; and now have only to 

refign with firmnefs a treafare dearer than my 

own exijlence I Take her, my friend; and may 

your future days run in a courfe of pure fubftan­

tial blifs, unclouded by misfortune, and ~nallayed 

by care!" 

E 3 Ohfervations 



Obfervatians on tbe prec-eding Story. 

TO promote the felicity of t~ofe we love, is, 

perhaps, one of the mofr gratifying fenfations· 

the· human heart. is capable of _receivin_g : but to 

purchaf<:! it at the expence of our- own happinefs, 

is one of thofe fevere trials which requires both 

affection and" principle to fuftain with honour •. 

In the conduct both of N elfon and Blandford, 

we perceive the·mo:!l heroic proofs of dijinterejled 

regard; and, it is difficult to determine-which is 

int~tled to -the mo.fr applaufe. 

'. That ingenuous declaration of affection and 

tentlernefs which fpontaneoufly flowed from a 

rnincl' untaught to conceal its emotions, and fa11-

cylng that what it felt ought always to be re­

vealed, though extremely natural in a female 

drcumftanced like Coraly, would be highly im­

proper in one educated with different fentiments : 

and what is admirable in the one, would be de. 

fpifed and condemned in th'e other. 
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TALE THE SIXTH. 

JULIET D.E VERY AL; OR GRATITUDE 

DISPLAYED. 

·FEW circumfi:ances in life can have a greater 

claim upon the exertions of our gratitude, 

than the attentions which are paid to us at a 

period of our exifiencG when the neglect of them 

might have occafioned its termination. The ten­

der fol icitude of parental care commences with 

our being, increafes with our growth, and ceafes 

only with the clofe of life. This infrinctive fa­

culty, which may be confidered as an infpiration · 

of nature, has fometimes been experienced in 

.a very lively and difinterefted degree by perfons 

E 4 who, 
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who, nl)rturing the infant of another, with that 

food Providence defig11ed - fo'r·. thefr own, feem 
by that circunii·a-nc~ ·to· innale a tendernefs whi_ch 

has fometimes been· imagined merely pa~ental. 

_.. . 

Whateyer mafbe the caufe of this refinement 

of affe~i~n on ~he part of the nurfe, it is natu .. 

ral to fupp.ofe the _child· will imbibe _a tindernefs 
for one to·-~hom --it o~ght. -to be bound both by 

gratitude and affell:ion ; yet_ ~v_e often hear of 

children, born in affiuence, and educated in . 

luxury, who never even think of the perfon 

that has been the means· of preferving their exifr­

ence, after they had been dif carded from the un­

gratifying employment. Tliis inattention on the 

part of the child is certainly owing to the mif-
' . 

conduct of the parent, who ought early tm have 

infrilled into its mind fentiments of gratitude and 

principles of benevolence. 
... .. 

Madam cle V erval was one ·or_ thofe amiable 

females who equally fhone •in the charaB:er both 

-of a wife ·and mother; but a debilitated conftitu­

tio11, and delicate frame, prevented her from gra­

tifying, her wiih of becoming her daughter's 

nurfe, a!Jd compelled her to rdinquiih ap em-
ployment 
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ploym_ent which !he would have confidered both 

a pleafure and a duty. From· this circumftance 

the little Juliet was placed under the care of ' 

a worthy woman, whofe characler and appear-

ance interefred Mad~m de Verval highly in her 

favour, and who from that moment became an 

object of her future regard. 

The uncommon attention, and unremitting 

care, which was uniformly paid the lovely child 

by the faithful creature to whom it was intrufied, 

was amply rewarded by the liberality of Madam 

de Verval, who, not fatisfied with attending to 

her comforts during the time ilie was benefited by 

her fervices, made a point of annually befiowing 

· upon her fuch gifts as raifed her above the wants of 

life. A cow, a vineyard, and a cottage, haq all 

been the produce of that generous woman's boun~ 

ty : and whiHl: its humble inhabitants fmiled with 

joy as they viewed the comforts that furrounded 

them, their honefi hearts expanded with. grati­

tude, when they reflected upon the benevolence 

of the author from whence they flowed. 

Madam de V erval, her hufband, 

regularly paffed the fummer at the 
E 5 
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Sufan was always there pn the day of their ar­
rival, to teftify her joy a{b~holdint her b~nefac­
trefs ; and her ·happinef~ at again enfolding in her 

· maternal artns the lovely object of her tendernefs 
and regard. 

Juliet's affection for the worthy creature gra­
dually increaf;d with her ftrength and years: 
and, inftead of fquandering her money in childiih 
toys, or foolifh gratifications, !he carefully pre­
forved it for .. a nobler purpofe; and, in decorating 
the little cottage with fome ufeful ornament, !he 
enjoyed a felicity greater than its owner. Juliet 
·had · continued this annual cufiom feveral years, 
when the ill health or'her father ol:>liged the 
family to pafs the fummer at Spa; artd fhe had 
not only to' lament the indifpofition of a beloved 
·parent, but _the mortification of not being able to 
behold her nurfe. M. de -v erval's health was 
happily efiabliilied by the means w ];iich had been -
adopted to obtain that end, and the following 
·year they again removed to the intereiling feat 
of Juliet's happinefs. 

Sufan was there to welcome their return ; but 

-pleafure fmiled no longer on · her cheek ! Juliet 
at 
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at firfr did not obferve Jhe change ; but told her, 

with an air of cheerful fondnefs, fhe iliould re­

turn her vifit in a few days. In a tone of forrow, 

and with a look of tendernefs, ( at the fame time 

endeavouring to reprefs the falling tear,) the 

faithful Sufan befought -her not to take that trou­

ble. " Confider, my dear young lady, ( faid ilie,) 

the days of childhood are n9w pafr, and it would 

ill become me to invite you to my humblf cnuell-

ing." J ' 

" My dearefl: nurfe," replied Juliet, ( inter .. 

rupting her,) " why this ceremony ? and. from 

whence this change? Am I no longer Juliet? 

Am 1 no longer her who owes fo :i;nuch to your 

maternal care? Oh, fpare yourfelf fuch mortify­

-ing houghts, and know that, both in youth and 

age, my heart will feel for you a fond affeB:ion, 

a1 d a firm regard." 

Sufan had received too many proofs of the ami­

able difpofition of the child of her efreem, to 

fancy that, as {he increafed in age, !he would 

leffen in regard; but the year and a half M. de 

V erval had been abf ent from the Cafrle, had been 

the moft unfortunate that had marked her hitherto 

E 6 happy 



84 . JULIET 1l'E VER V. AL; 'OR, 

happy exifrem:e. 'Tihe1 ""father of her hufband-, 
an old man, whom fhe· b?tlY loved and venerated, 
had not only been attackediwith,a fevert, but an 
expenjive illnefs; and the helplefs ftate to which 
difeafe reduced him, rendered. it neceffary that her 
hufband fhould affift in the pious office of attend~ 
ing hiin throughout it. From· this circumftance 
the vineyard was 'neglecle1, the little farm for.:.: 
gotten; and .though the~worthy-oid ~man was fop.: 

'· 
plied with every comfort, it was at the expence 
of his childrens' being deprived of them for 
ever! At the death of Firmin, · ( which was the 
old ·man's ·nagie,) the cow was fold, t?e cottage 
was ftripped of all its little or,naments,= and con­
verted into a mere comfortlefs hut: yet its amia.:. 
ble inhabitants, happy in having fupp1ied the 

··wants of their venerable parent, viewed its naked 

walls with a compofure of mind which filial in­
gr3titude could never tafi:e, or felfilh fondnefs 
ever have experienced, though furrounded with 
t he riches of the Eaft, and fupplied from the 
m ines of Peru. _ But as the comforts Sufan once 
enjoyed had been obtained through the benevo­
lence of her benefaclrefs, !he did not like the idea 
_of being feen in her degraded fituation by one 
who had fo largely contributed to the promotion 

of 
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of them; and it was from a feeling of wounded 

pride, that {he endeavoured to perfuade Juliet to 

difcontinue a pra8ice from which £he had always 

derived fo much gratification. 

Juliet, who had no idea of her nurfe's real 

motive for advifing her to difcontinue her vifits,. 

fet off for the cottage with the fame hilarity 

of fpirits fue always experienced in the profpelt 

of embracing one for whom ilie entertained fo 

tender a regard ; but when £he arrived , there, 

every thing around her conf pi red to check the 

anticipated pleafure. A meagre goat fupplied 

the place of a portly cow ; and uncultivated 

ground was all that remained of a fruitful vine­

yard. The garden, which had once fmiled in 

gaiety, was then over-run with noifome weeds ; 

and the little cottage, deprived of all its orna­

ments, was a melancholy relic of its former 

comfort. 

The unexpected change was too firiking for 

the affeetionate feelings of the amiable Juliet to 

fupport with calmnefs and compofm:e; and burfi­

ing into a flood of tears, fue eagerly demanded 

what could have occafioned it? 
·« Do .. 
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"Do not, ~y qear.._ y0u-11g lady, {faid the worthy­

woma11,); regret the ufe wie have made of either 

you__r gifts,. or your par'en,t' s '.bounty. ;..they p~rchafed 

fo"f our good father thof~ eiierJJtial comforts which. 

his fuffering,~ then required; and now that my 

huiband has began to w 0rk. again; and your fo:fier­

brother is old enough· to· ailifr him, matters will. 

foon turn out bei'.ter than you expell:, and you· 
will live to: fee us happy once again. It. is true 
we have not a vineyard of our own· to cultivate; 

but then my hufband is well paid by a- rich neigh­
bour ; and the thoughts that our poor father 
wanted for nothing,. would reconcile us to_ much: 
f.everer !1ardfhips than thefe. But, come, my 
dear young_ lady, (faid the worthy_ S.ufan,)· cheer 

up, _ and condefcend to tafre the milk of Loµifa's 
goat, and a.little bit of new bread whic-h i-s jufr 
?,rrived from the oven;- and as I was the maker of 
it, you will not think it worfe flavoured on that 
account.;., 

. · J ulieb ·partook both of the. milk and br:ead; but 

the tho,ughts of her humble friend's altered fitu­

ation prevented her from being able to relijh 
either ; and finding it impoffible to conceal her 

chagrin, fue refolved immediately to return to 
the 
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the Cafile. Her mother had already been fo ex­

tremely bountiful, that !he was fearful it would 

feem like trefpaffing upon her kindnefs even to 

folicit her farther affifiance ; but !he was refolved 

to afk the opinion of the lady who had once been: 

her governefs, ( and frill remained in the capacity 

of an informing friend,). whether it would be, 

proper to mention Sufan's difireffes, refol ving to 

abide by her decifion. 

The advice !he received,. though contrary to. 

her willies, !he fcrupuloufly adhered to; andj 

wiable effentially to benefit the poor woman her--

felf, and taught to believe £he ought not to folicit 

that indulgence from her parents, Sufan and her 

misfortunes became the_fubject: both of her waking 

and her fieeping thoughts:, till a dream, which­

feemed to foretel a refioration of her former com­

forts, made fo firiking and pleafing an impreffion 

upon her mind, that ilie refolved to impart it to 

her parents; and at a time when nightly vifions 

happened to be the fubjeB: of converfation, £he 

requefied permiffion to relate the following. · 

" I 'dreamt the other night, my dearefi- father, 

{ faid the amiable Juliet,) " that, on the edge of 
·" the 

, , 
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" the {heam which ilo'¥.,S at the foot of your 

" favourite cafcade, . I . bepeld a mill~ . p.ill:u­

" refque in , its appearance_, yet fimple in its ar­

" chitecture; and, whilfr the confrant friction 

" of its wheels upon the water (e;emed to aug­

" ment the beauty of the tide, my mind was 

" occupied in contemplating th'e happinefs of 

" thofe who. were raifed from indigence by its 

" circling courfe. Baptift, the hufband of my 

" faithful Sufan, was the miller; and whilft his 

" time was devoted to the pleafing occupation, 
" Marcellin, my £ofter-brother, -was equally af­

" fiduous in planting a vineyard on the other 

" fide_ the hill ; whilft Louifa, his lovely fifi:er, 

" was bufily employed in tei:1ding a rifing flock 

" of :lheep, which were contentedly grazing 

" within a fmall inclofure contiguous to the 

" mill. 0 h t how I lamented the being roufed 

" from a dream fo full of pleafure, and fo big 

" with joy !1 and I am <2onvi11~ed that nothing 
" could have exceeded the happinefs I then e~ , 
" perienced', unlefs it was the reality of fuch a 

~, delightful vifion." 

Every one acknowledged it rriufr have been a 

pleafing dream j but no· farther comments. were 
made 
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made upon it ; a1td towards the end of the au­

tumn, the family returned to Paris for the win­

ter. Juliet's mind was frill. occupied by the dif-

. treffes of her nurfe; and, inftead of lavi{hing 

away her money in the purchafe of pleafure and 

diffipation,. it was carefully laid by for the relief 

of the unfortunate. Spring again · arrived, and· 

the Caftle was deftine.d to be the feat of re­

fidence. Juliet's heart bounded .with joy at 

the profpeB: of being welcomed by the faithful 

Sufan; but in va~n her eager eyes fought the ob­

jeB: of their affection : Sufan, alas '! was not to 

be found! Some dire diftrefs, fome new calamity, 

muft have overtaken the haplefs woman, or fhe 

would have been the jirjl to have tejli.fied her j~y. 

Soon after their arrival, a walk was propofed ; 

and M. de V erval, as if by accident, bent his 

footfteps towards the cafcade. But who fhall de­

fcribe the joy of Juliet's feelings? The mill, 

the flock, the vineyard met her eye ; ancl Sufan, 

laft of all the pleafing train, fprang forward, and 

embraced her i-n he-r arms ! 

Who would prefume to paint the old man's 

blifs, when he beheld her tendernefs and joy! 

" Oh, my beloved father, (faid the amiable 
. girl ,.) 
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girl,) what do I owe -you for this rich furprize., 
_or how :lhall I merit fa.ch-unheard-of goodnefs ?',. 
" Your dream, my love, fupplied a thought, 
which barren nature never· had fuggefted. My 
fl-ream is now a fource of real joy; and wha-t 
was on"e but pleafing to. the eye, now ·highly 
gratifies the feeling mind; and whilft I minifier 
to Virtue's wants, I tafre the. fwects of honcil:­
Labour,.s toil. 

Ohfarvations on · the preceding Story •. 

• IF there is a perfect felicity up-on earth, it is 
that which fills the heart of a parent, when they 
l;iear of the virtue, wifdom, or genero.fity of 
their child :. and fuch were the fenfations which 
~xpanded the. heart of Madam de Verva1, when­
~ver fhe beheld the grateful attentions,._ the anx­
ious folici tude,, and the ~ffeB:ionate zeal, with 
which her amiable daughter entered into all the 
concerns of th~ vy9rtby woman whofe character 
has been depill:ured in the foregoing Tale, 

Gratitude, 

0 
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Gratitude ( fays a 1ate elegant author) 1s one 

of the mofr pleafing exercifes the human mind 

can be employed in : it is accompanied with fuch 

an inward i;ltisfaclion, that the duty is fufficiently 

rewarded by the performance. It is not like 

the practice of many other virtues, difficult and 

painful ; but attended with fo much pleafure, 

that were there no pofitive command which en­

joined it, nor any recompence laid up for it here­

after, a generous mind would indulge in it, from 

the natural gratification with wbich it is ac­

companied. A heart unimpreffed by kindnefs, 

and unattrac:l:ed by attention, mufi either be lo.fr 

to principle, or dead to fenfibility. 

,. . 



TALE THE SEVENTH. 

' 
THE FORLORN STRANG.ER; OR, I , 

THE F AlTHFUL DOG. 

. -AT how eafy an expence, _at what little pains,. 
and ~hat trifling trouble, ·may, the fympa­

thizing ~reafi: en joy the gratification. of pour- -

ing balm into the ajflilled one! U:11fortunately 

for the ppor and unhappy, the generapty of the­
rich are removed beyon~ the reach of their com-­
plaints ; and, unconfcious of the evils which 
pervade- the world, they act as if poverty. .had 

neve'r ent.e.red it. . . 
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Amidft the tumultof a city, and the diffipations 

of a court, difeafe and wretchednefs can feldom 

hope for £helter; but in the calmnefs of fequef­

tered life, and in the rational catalogue.of country 

pleafures, to relieve povertr, and affuage difeaf~, 

conftitutes no fmall portion of r.ural gratifica­

tions. 

At a beautiful village, within a fmall d-ifrance 

of Paris, refided a widow lady o( moft exemp­

lary character, who to the practice of benevo­

lence united the graces of cordiality ; and her 

boufe was at .once the feat. of gaiety, and the 

manfion of .virtue. As herfelf and a party of 

fFi€nds were enjoying the refr.efuing breeze of a 

fummer's evening on the banks of the river 

l\Amne, a gentleman of the number ,( of the name 

of Ariftus) was accofted in a tone of perfuafion 

and intreaty by an aged paffenger, who acciden­

tally paffed, and folicited him, in urgent terms~ to 

purchafe a fpaniel, which was running clofe .to 

his heels. 

As Arifl:us was not -in want· of a dog, and the 

animal had not any particular marks of beauty to 

.1ecommend him, he unceremonioufly dec;lined 

the 
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the lhanger's propofal, notwithftanding he had 

.repeated his requeft with an urgency -of manner 

that feemed- to exprefs fomething extraordinary 

:in it; and, upon taking leave, gave him a look 

.fo full of grief and forrow, that it infi-antly pe:­

-netrated to the young man's ·heart, who felt a fe­

•c.ret impreffion of fhame and reproach for having 

.refufed a requeft fo ftrongly urged, and, running 

:after the aged fl-ranger, demanded, in a tone of 

civility, the price of the animal. 

" What you pleafe," faid the old man, in 

a voice of forrow. Ariftus, though generous in 

heart, was poor in pocket -; and 'havin~ only a 

fix-li vre piece about him, put it in his hand, and 

off~red it as .an equivalent. . The fl-ranger ap­

peared to accept it with rel~clance, and gazing at 

the animal with a look of tendernefs, fighed out, 

'~ He is yours." Then recovering the firmnefs 

of his voice_, he faid, H but you muft have a 

•firing to guide him,- or he will not fol1ow ." As 
Ariftus had not .any thing about him that would 

anf wer the purpofe of a conducl:or, the old man 

immediately untied his garter; then catching the 

dog in his arms, and placing him upon the ba-1-

luftrade ·of the bridge, he flowly began faftening 

4 the 
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.the fl:r.ing around his neck, whilft his hands 

.trembled to fo violent a degree, that it was with 

.the utmoft difficulty he could tie the knot. 

As Arifi:us attributed that circumftance to in­

firmity and age, it neither called forth his fym ... 

pathy or aftoniihment : but what were his fen fa­

t ions at beholding the unhappy -man prefs the 

animal in his arms, bedew him with his tears, 

and fob over him with the fondnefs of a parent 

going to be fevered from a darling child ! 

" My friend,'! faid Ariftus, in a tone of fym-

-pathy, " what can occafion this extraordinary 

emotion ? I flattered myfelf, by purchafing the 

clog, I might have rendered you a fervice; but, 

alas ! I fear I've· rather done you an ·unkindnefs, 

for you feem averfe to parting." 

" And fo / ought," replied the man: " for he 

has been my friend, when all the world neglelt­

f'..d and forfook me 1 Many a night he's watched 

thefe aged limbs, when weary nature, worn out 

with her care, required and fought repofe ; yet 

-0nly found it on the Rinty road ! Ah ! never 

would he leave, never forfake, his mafter . . But, 

Sir, 
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Sir, he now is _your's; and .fore you'll treat him 
. kindly for my fake!" So fayin.g, he attempted 

to put the garter into the hands of Arifl:us, who, 
greatly affecl:ed at the artlefs tale he had heard, 
befought .the !hang.er to keep both dog and 
money. 

- It wo_uld be in ':'ain :to .attempt defcribing ~1e 
fu.dden tranfition in the old man's countenance. 
ff e immediately fell upon his knees, called .Arif­
tus the pref erver of his exifl:ence, and the refl:ore{ 
of his happinefs : told him it was the extremity 
of hunger that had fuggefl:ed .the idea of difpefing 
of his dog ; and though he t,h0ught it a duty 
to prefer.ve the exifrence God had befl:owed upon 
him, he was fore he fhould not have lived Jong 
when deprived of the fociety of the faithful _part­
i1er of all his fufferings .; and concluded his little 
tale by informing him, that a bad leg had pre­
vented him from being able_, to work for many 
months pafr; .and that, opp reffed ·by poverty, and 
forfaken by his friends, he had refolved to at:. 
tempt a journey to Rou~n., in the hopes of find­
ing fuccour in the filial .attentions ?f .an _only 
.child; but that the heat of the weather, and th~ 
:fatigue of t~~velling, had fo far iF1Ramed the 

wound, 
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wound, that he was apprehenfive it wou-ld be 
impracl:icable for him to reach the place on foot; 
and the forlorn fituation of his purfe rendered 
it impoBible to think of obtaining any other 
.{}lode of conveyance. 

Arifius lifiened to the melancholy narration 
with a mixture of tendernefs and concern; and, 
taking the old man kindly by the hand, expreffed 
his joy at their accidental meeting. " I can, 
1ny good friend, ( faid he,) have the pleafure of -
introducing you into an afylum for mifery, and 
a receptacle for difeafe, the benevolent conductors 

_of which will, on my recommendation, not only 
attend to the infirmities of your body, but will 
rejoice in contributing to the comfort of your 
mind, and though I believe it is contrary to an 
efiablifhed rule to permit animals to become in-

.habitants of the infirmary, yet, when I repre­
fent the excal}ent qualities of your faithful com­
panion to the w-ruthy prior who prefides over the 
place, I have no doubt of obtaining an indul­
gence, which, I am convinced, is neceffary to 
your repofe.'' 

F All 
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All that a grateful and feeling heart could be 

fuppofed to experience at being fo unexpecl:edly 

ref cued from diftrefs and anguifh, ' was exp reffed 

in looks.as well as language : and the benevol~nt 

Ariftus had not only the happinefs · of obtaining 

admiffi.on into the hofpital fQr the unfortunate 

old man, but Iikewife for the partner of h·is for­
rows. .Wh~n Ariftus joined the party whom he 

had left feated by the fide of the river, the ani­

mation of his countenance dif played the joyful 

fenfations of his heart ; and they liftened to the 

firnple recital ?f his unadorned tale, with a mix­

ture of pity, fympathy, and delight. Each ap­

plauded Ariftus for the benevolen5=e of his con­

duct, and each was anxious to evince their own 

-liberality. A fubfcription was immediately fet 

on foot; and as no one attempted to contribute 

lefs, and many gave more, than Ariftus, before 

the old man was in a fituation to leave the hofpi-

·. tal, the fum that was collecl:ed had arifen to a 

large amount. 

The day at length arrived when the cure was 

prono~nced pcrfecl: ; and Ariftus Rew to the hof­

pital, to conducl: him to the abode of his valuable 

friend, 
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friend, who impatiently longed to behold a man 
that had found the faithful attentions of an at­
tached animal fufficiently gratifying to compen­
fate for the fcorn and neglect: of an unkind 

world. 

Sprightly ~nd his mafrer arrived together; and 
whilfr the latter poured forth his acknowledg­
ments to his generous benefacl:ors in a language 
that flowed from the fullnefs of the ~eart, 
the former endeavoured to return the civilities 
that were befrowed upon him, by bounding and 
fawning upon his careffers. When the mo­
ment of feparation arrived, it was with the ut-·­
moft difficulty that Ariftus could prevent the old 
man from falling at his feet, and expreffing thofe 
f entiments of gratitude that warmed his heart ; 
whilfr he enjoyed a fenfation of delight, known 
only to the generous, and experienced only by 
the benevolent. " Who," faid Arifius, (turn­
ing to his friends,) " will prefume to fay that 
happinefs is dependent on the / miles of Fortune, 
when they know that a real felicity" may be obtain­
ed for the trifling furn of a fix-livre piece, and 
a little common humanity for a fellow creature? 

F 2 Obfaruations 
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Obfervatiom on the preceding Story. 

THE gratification which a feeling mind re­

-ce-ives from conferring an .obligation upon a de­

ferving per.fan, is, perhaps, one of the moil- re-

. fined and delicate of which w.e can form a con­

ception. The manner of befrowing a favour 

either augments or diminiihes its value; and 

what was nieant' as a boon of kindnefs, by an 

ofrerit_atious method o_f prefenting it, may be re­

ceived as the gift of arrogance. 

It is a mifraken opinion to fuppofe that the 

rich only are blefr with the power of befi:owing 

benefits; for wretched mu.fr have been the lot of 

that man, who nev.er was enabled even to :lhew 

his -neighbour fome portion of civility, or prove 

,in trifles a benevolence of heart\ 

The elegant author of the Spectator has d1:awn 

a beautiful picture of a be .. nevolent character, 

who, with the trifling income of two hundred a 

year, 
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year, contrived to be mofr e£fentially ferviceable 

to his fellow creatures. This man ( who is in­

troduced under the name of Eugenius) devoted 

a tenth of his fortune to the purpofes of benevo­

lence; and, in addition to this regularly expended 

/um, he frequently added as occafion might de­

mand. For example, _if he had promifed himfelf 

the pleafure of feeing a favourite play performed, 

and encountered in his way thither any object 

whofe appearance called forth compaffion, or 

whofe diftrefs demanded fuccour, he infrantly re .. 

linquiilied the idea of felfi{h gratification, and 

beftowed the furn he had intended to devote to 

his own enjoyment, to the god-like purpofe of 

relieving the unfortunate; and cheerfully re­

turned to his own fire-fide to tafre the fatisfac-
....._ 

tion of an approving confcience. 

· From the example which has been given of 

the humanity of Arifrus's conduct, we may na­

turally imagine the fame warmth of benevolent -

fenfations expanded his bofom, which glowed in 

that of the amiable Eugenius. Had he merely 

purchafed the poor man's dog, without attempt­

ing to difcover the motive that induced him 

F 3 to 
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to part with it, he would have relieved the pref­

fmg call of hunger, but he w ould at the fame 

time have augmented the forrows of his heart. 

Charity confrfls more in acts of kindnefs and 

compaffion, than in an indifcriminate difpofal 

either of pou~ds or iliillings. 
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TALE THE EIGHTH. 

ARTIFICE DETECTED.-

T HERE is a generous . principle in human 

nature, which imperceptibly difpofes us to 

defpife the oppreffor, and become interefted for 

the oppreffed. We feel an honeft indignation at 

feeing weaknefs borne down by might, honefry 

o~er-reached by cunning, and unfufpeB:ing good­

nefs played upon by felfifunefs and knavery. 

M. de Glancy was a man whom nature had 

endowed with a moft excellent- heart, but to 

F 4 whom 
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whom fhe had denied a conciliatory difpofition. 
His ·worth was ·confpkuous to thofe with whom 
he was in the habit of cl-0.fe intimac_y. i but there 
was an :irr{tabHit:Y .. ~!1-. his manner\ aiici ·an ob-

, fi:inacy,:-in his opif1ion, that · threw a cloud over 
his bri'ghtdt virtues. In early life he had con­
trall:ed a _ habit of fe~lufion; ari.d, as his years · in­
cre~fed, it became fo fi:rong, that he feemed to 
feel almoft __ ah §vedion to fociety, and re~~ived 
few vifitors, except his nephews, and the vicar 
of Verval, who ,was his particular friend. 

The young men were both orphans; though 
in very different circumfi:ances and fituations. 
De l'Orman~s· father h::Id left him with no other 

' 
fupport than honour and virtue; whilfl: d'Oram-
b-re's had bequeathed him an abundance of wealth. 
As _they had both.been uri'der the care of ~e Glan­
cy from thei.r b'oyi{h days, they looked up to him 
as their cqmmon parent;· but whilfl: de l'Orman's 
heart glowed with gratitude and efieem, ·his 
<::oufin's was fraught with duplicity and artifice. 

Although d'Orambre's fortune was fufficient 
· to gratify both his- pride and pleafure, · yet he 
looked for.ward with eagernefs to the moment of 

his 
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his uncle's diffolution, when he expected to re­

ceive fuch an addition to it, as would enable him 

to eclipfe all his acquaintance. With this idea 

confrantl y in his mind, and this hope ever in ex­

pectation, he took care to regulate his conduct 

towards his relation in. a manner mo.fl: likely 

to infure fuccefs; and fo completely difguifed the 

real fentiments of his heart, that de Glancy was 

wholly unable to difcover them; for to the moil: 

obfequious fervility was united the mo.fl: affec­

tionate care ; and to profound ref peB:, the mofr 

anxious folicitude •. 

Though de Glancy was deceived by this hy­

pocritical mode of conduct, his friend's eyes 

were more penetrating ; and, under the appear­

ance of affection, he difcovered /elf interejf ; 

and under the mafk of attention, a defire to fup-

. plant: and as l'Orman had made choice of a 

profeffion which demanded his abfence from the 

hof pi table roof of his affecl:ionate relation, he 

had too many opportunities of fulfilling this 

defign. 

N othing could be more completely oppofite 

than the dif po fit ion . of the two coufins : the one 

F 5 artful, 
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artful, felfifu, and infinuating; the other open, 
generous, and difinterefi:ed. He loved his uncle 
as a relation, and efieemed -him as a benefactor; 
but, fup-erior to all plans of policy, he difdained 
1:he thought. of fulfome adulation; and the very 
fear of being fuppofed capable of acting from an 
interefled motive, prevented him from J?aying 
thofe minute -attentions which d'Orambre per- . 
formed with fo much exactnefs. 

The_ftriking difference in the two young mens' 
conduct made a ftrong impreffion on de-Glancy's 
mind, who frequently complained to his friend 
-the vicar, of the little attention whi£h was paid 
him by his needy nephew; whilft the one, who 
did not require his ajf!ftance, was unifor_mly af­
fiduous in his endeavours to pleafe. The worthy 
vicar, wh9 felt the higheft efieem for the ·charac­
l er of the one, and the greateft contempt for 
that of the other, endeavoured to convince his 
friend, that de l'Orman's neglect in ·petty civili­
ties proceeded from an apprehenfion of: being 
thought- interejled; and as he was neither defi­
cient in marks of duty or affection, ought rather 
to be efteemed for fu-ch manly conduct. This 
mode of reafoning would for a time difpel the 

cloud 
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cloud of prejudice which had veiled his fight; 

but the infidious arts of the expeB:ing heir foon 

obfcured his rival's merits; ~nd de l'Orman had 

the misfortune daily to decline in the good opi­

nion of a man whofe favour he prized far b~fore 

his fortune. 

Though de l'Orman would willingly have fa .. 

crificed his deareft interefts to have teftified his 

efteem and veneration for his uncle, ·yet, as the 

happinefs of his future exiftence depended up9n 

a union which he feared would never receive the 

fanB:ion of his approbation, he thought his crime 

would appear lefs atrocious to marry without ad­

vice, than to ajk it, and then alt ip oppojition to it; 

and as the lady had merit, birt h, and beauty, to 

recommend her, he flattered himfelf a little time 

would reconcile his patron to her want of for-

tune. 

Few circumftances could have been fo com­

pletely gra ifying to d'Orambre's feelings as the 

imprudent ftep which his coufin had adopted, 

and, big with a fecret fo likely to infure his for­

tune, he hafrened to impart it with malicious 

F 6 - All 
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All that he could hope for, · and more than he 
dare expe8:, immediately refulted from this un­
fortunate marriage. · The enrage~ de Glancy 
not only forbad the name of FOrman from being 
mentioned in his prefence, but bequeathed the 
whole of his fortune and efl:ates to the under­
mmmg hypocrite who had fo bafely obtained 
them. 

It was in vain that the benevolent vicar en­
cleavoured to palliate his young friend's ofFence, 
or tried to foften the obduracy of his uncle. 
Three years elapfed without the flighteft mitiga­
tion of refentment, and he began to -confider the 
cafe as hopelefs. At this period of time bufinefs 
required his attention in that part of Fra~ce 
where the unfortunate de l'Orman had taken up 
his refidence ; and the prof pec¼: of feeing a man 
whom he fo tenderly efteemed, induced him to 
lengthen his journey for the fake of enjoying 
that pleafure. 

De l'Orman had purchafed a [mall fjJot of 
ground in the vicinity of a fporting country, and 
from the cultivation of his -land, the produce of 
his commiffion, and the execution of his gun,.. 

, , he 
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he en joyed the neceffaries, though not the luxu­

ries, of life ; and in the endearing tendernefs of 

the object of his affection lofr the recollection of 

every forrow, except that of having offended a 

man whom he both valued and efreemed. 

The worthy vicar was fo completely frruck 

with the domefiic harmony that reigned between 

th~m, that, in a letter which he addreffed to 

a friend of de Glancy's, he drew an interefiing 

picture of their life and manners, omitting no­

thing but their names. This letter, as he ima­

gined, was read in the prefence of de Glancy, 

who immediately recognized the perfon of his 

nephew in the amiable hero of the-vicar's tale. 
, .. 

Di{fatisfied with his own conduct, and pro­

voked with his friend for having brought to his 

remembrance one whom he had taken fo much 

pains to forget, he retired to his apartment fullen 

and out of humour; and when the vicar returned, 

infl:ead of receiving him with a fmile of gladnefs, 

he coldly welcomed him with form and ceremony, 

and accufed him of expofing his refentment'againft 

his nephew to the obfervation of a perfon in­

terefted in their concerns. 
A very 



IIO ARTIFICE DETECTED~ 

A very few arguments convinced him he had 
been unjufi: ; and his heart, foftened by the im-­
preffion of felf reproach., eafily yielded to the 

perfuafion of his f riend;. and whilfr_ he lifrened 
with pleafure to the account of his nephew's hap-­
pinefs, the tear of renewed affell:ion glifrened in 
his eye, when he heard with what tendernefs and 
veneration he was mentioned. by a man wh_om -his 
feverity had driven into exile. 

. The friendly ,vicar immed-iately jmparted the 

pleafing intelligence to the elated l'Orman, who, 
eager to prove the fincerity of his regard, flew 
to his benefall:or on the wings of affell:ion. The 
meeting on the part of de Glancy was cordial 

. and ~ffe8:ing; on that of }'Orman, tender and 
refpeB:ful; and when he prefented the objell: of 
his affection, and her lovely offspring, his coun- · 
tenance glowed with animation and delight. The 
old man gazed upon them with vifible emotion, 
as if reproaching his own heart fo: the injwtice 
of his conducr; then preffing them alternately 
.in his arms, he embraced them with the warmth 

· .of parental fondnefs. Though de Glancy ap-" ., 

peared to enjoy infinite fatisfall:,ion in the fociety 
of his nephew, yet it was evident to his friend, 

fome 
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fome fecret uneafinefs preffed upon his heart, for 

his health vifibly declined, and the fmile of cheer­

fulnefs forfook his countenance. For many 

months he confided the fecret within his own 

bofom, but at length refolved to impart it to.his 

friend, and regulate his conducl: by his advice. 

" You doubtlefs thought ( faid he) my worthy 

vicar, that, by baniiliing from my prefence ( for 

three years) the unfortunate young man who had 

incurred my refentment, I had fufficiently puniih­

ed a crime for which there were fo many jufr ex­

cufes : but, alas ! you knew not the extent of 

my injuftice; knew not the plan by which I 

had infured his ruin. Urged by anger, and fti­

mulated by revenge, I fuffered my pa:ffions to 

fubdue my reafon, and in an evil hour gave, by 

a deed, my fortune to his coujin ! This fatal 

deed I gladly would reclaim ; but I am told the 

young man has deftroyed it, to fave my memory 

from reproach, and prove to l'Orman, the difin­

terefted regard he felt towards him. D'Oram- · 

bre'-s word I have no right to doubt; yet ftill my 

mind is anxious and unhappy; and unlefs I c_an 

adopt fome plan to infure to l'Orman the half of 

my ejlate, I greatly fear I !hall not die in peace." 
Though 

., 
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Though the vicar carefully avoided difdofing 

his real fentiments of d'Orambre's charall:er, yet 

he convinced his friend that,. by making a fecond 

deed, he could intirely overturn the validity of 

the firft, and perfuaded him to. place it in his 

poffeffion; at the fame time affuring him it Ihould 

n~ver be prod4ced unlefs d'Orambre was depra­

ved enough to make ufe of the one which . de­

prived his coufm of his jufi inheritance .. 

De Glancy's mind, relieved by this -advice, 

foon regained its accuftomed compofure ; but his 

· health vifibly declined; and nature, exhau'fied 

by the power : of difeaf e, in . a very few months 

funk beneath the conflict. -

L'Orm~n, who , had alway_s felt for this ec ... 

eentric, though worthy man, the affell:ion of 

a fon,. and the efreem of a friend, ~onfidered his 

lofs as a mofi affiicting cir~umfrance; and would 

willingly have •refigned all pretenfions to the 

efrate, to have been able to lengthen out his va­

'lued exifrence. The vicar was in the. houfe at 

the time the. melancholy event occurred, and 

-could not help drawing. a comparifon between 

the two young men, highly to the prejudice of 
d'Orambre's 
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d Orambre's humanity. Infiead of tefiifying the 

flightefi concern for the death of one to whom 

he was fo much obliged, his time was occupied 

in arranging the domefric conce'r.ns of the- family, 

and afluming, in his manner; an air of impor­

tance, as if himfelf alone was lord of the do­

main. De l'Orman's friend obferved this fuper­

cilious arrogance with a mixture of fuf picion and 

abhorrence; and was neither afionifhed or con­

founded at hearing him declare himfelf the Joie 

heir of de Glancy' s f ortune. As this declaration, 

was made at a time when the amiable de !'Orman 

was not prefent, the vicar wifhed to fpare him• 

the knowledge of his relation's depravity; but, 

regarding d'Orambre with a-look of penetration, 

demanded how he dare villify the memory of his 

uncle by accufing him of an injufiice of which 

his heart was incapable ? U nintimidated by the 

fternnefs of the vicar's air, and unrefirained by 

the power of confcience, the depraved young 

man unbluiliingly perfevered in his former decla­

ration; and it was with fome difficulty the inge­

nuous minded prelate refirained his paffion within 

the- bounds of prudence, and confined the fubjeB: 

of the-converfation within his own breaft. 
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The infidious d'Orambre, fecure,. in his own 
opinion, of this ill-got wealth, publicly in-

' formed his coufin of the acquifition he had ob­
tained~ and, b-y way of foftening the feverity of 
the fentence he had uttered, promifed to confider 
his children with the fame attention as if they 
were his own. The worthy vicar, who had 
heard the declaration, which had abfolutely de­
prived !'Orman of the power of utterance, was 
· no longer able to conceal his indignation, but, 
in the flrongeft tc1'ms of detejlation and abhor­
rence, accufod d'Orambre of premedz'.tated vil­
lainy. 

. Unfupported accufations would hay·e. had little 
effecl: upon a min_d fo completely depraved a~ his ; 
but the unexpet"ted fight of a deed, executed 
within a iliort period of de Glancy'·s death, con­
vinced him that his artifice· had been completely 
dif covered ; and, iliocked at the ill fµc~efs .of his 
long-premeditated fche!]1e, he haftened from a 
fpot w.here he _knew his prefenc~ mu.ft be. ob­
noxious; and, whilft the grateful de l'Orman 
was pouring forth the effufions of an atta~hed 
heart to the man to whom he was indebted for all 
his fortune, he retired in difguft to his own 
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f plendid manfion, and there, in .f pite of all the 

pageantry that furrounded it, feverely felt the 

ftings of a reproaching confcience. 

Objervations on the preceding Story~ 

IT is no uncommon circumftance both for 

envy and artifice to be completely foiled with their 

own weapons; and the recent inftance, which 

has jufi: been recorded, is a fl:riking proof of the". 

validity of the obfervation. The penetrating 

judgment of de Glancy's friend eafily difcovered­

that duplicity which had cafi: a veil over his own 

fight; and the moment he was convinced of 

d'Orambre's artifice, he generoufly refolved to 

become his coufin's champion, whofe fuperior 

merits juftly intitled him to fuch a difinterefted 

proof of friendfhip. 

It is the allo~ed bufinefs of reafon and philo­

fophy to footh and allay the tumult of the paf­
fions; 
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fions ; a!1d it Qllght to be ·the bufine.fs of educa­

tion to endeavour to eradicate thofe feeds, of vie~ 

which nature has .implanted in the hu~an he;rt, 

and prevent them from contami_nating the (oil, or 

deil:roying with tares the tender buds of virtue. 

D'Orambre's ·edu:e.2.tion ·had not probably been 

negleB:ed ; and born, as he was, in the funfhine , 

of profperity, he had been led to imagine that . 

Jortu,ne alone conil:ituted felicity ; and wa5 not . 

convinced of the error he had imbibed, until the 

con.tempt of the world, and the ftings of his 

own confcience, c;ompletely proved that vit!tue 
an<l honour only claim efteem .. 

/ 
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TALE THE NINTH. 

THE HONEST BRETON. 

IT has frequently been obferved, that riches, 

though the object of univerfal defire, are apt 

t0 create greater wants than they remove ; and 

that the [miles of fortune frequently ingender the 

feeds .of difcontent. This unthankfulnefs in man, 

for the mercies of his Maker, is one of the moft 

:!triking proofs that can be given of the degene­

racy of human nature ; for there is fomething fo 

degrading in poverty, and fo dep_reffing in mif­

fort une, that one would be apt to imagine the 

heart which was exempted from them, mufi glow 

with gratitude, and expand with joy. 
Riches, 

• 
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Riches, when placed in the hands of, virtue 
and benevolence, a-re an eternal fou~ce of plea­

. fore and delight ; and when they contribute to 
the rflief of the affiill:ed, they impart a felicity 

- to the ~ofom of their pofi"effor, whic? fordi~ fel­
fiilin.efs can never know, or inhumanity -expect , 
to feel. 

. 
Few men have experienced the gratification 

arifing from benevolence in a more eminent de­
gree than a wealthy _ merchant of the name of 
Plemer, who, having taken up his refidence at 
an hotel in an unfrequented part of Paris, found 
his feelings particularly interefied by the melan­
choly appearance of a middle-aged woman, whom 
·ne accidentally encountered upon the ftaircafe. 
Plemer's heart was a powerful advocate in cafes 
of difirefs; and, without allowing him time for 
an -appeal to judgment, impelled him to purfue 
its generous dill:ates. 

« What has difl:re!red you ?" faid the worthy 
. man~ regarding the :£hanger with an eye of pity. 

·« Speak. Can I be of any fervice to you ?" 
The woman did not give a direct anfwer to the 
humane enquiry ; _and . Pl~mer's defire of being 
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ufeful feemed rather to increafe by his inability to 

difcover the caufe -of her affiitl:ion. " Come 

" into my room, {faid he,) and let me know the 

" fources of your forrow." 

The fhanger replied, that though fue had fuf ... 

fered her £hare of misfortunes, yet at that mo­

ment ilie was free from them ; .and it was the 

forrows of another that had called forth her fym­

pathy. 

" You will abfolutely put me in a paffion," 

faid the humane, but hafi:y, Plemer. " I have 

« feen you unhappy, and am only anxious to 

« know the caufe, from the fatisfatl:ion which I 
« derive from alleviating diftrefs ; and yet you 

·e< provokingly keep me in ignorance of it. Sit 

"' down, I conjure you. Tell me .who you are, 

"' whence you come, and what is the occafion 

" of that diftrefs which is fo ftrongly dcpiltured 

H in all your features." 

The woman inftantly obeyed the mandate ; 

and informed the benevolent hearted merchant, 

£he was nurfe to a young man, w hofe gent1enefs 

and fweetnefs would call. forth the compaffion of 

the 
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the mofl: adamantine heart. " He is dying. by 
" inches, Sir>" faid :!he, ( at the fame time tak~ 

ing up her apron, and wiping the ~orner of h~r 

eyes ; ) " and, without one friend to pity his 

" fufferings, or _relieve his woes ! His mo­
" ney, alas ! is all expended ; · and it was the 

" :!hock I felt at being obliged to fell his watch 
" for the_ purpofe of difcharging the weekly pay­
" ment, that called forth the tears whicn inte­

" refred your humanity. Oh, Sir ! could you 
" but fee with what _gentlenefs he bears his fuf­

" ferings, and what concern he feems to feel if 

" he gives me the flightefr trouble~ your heart 
" would own he merited compaffion ?" 

" See him!" exclaimed the generous man; 
whiHLthe tear of fympathy trembled in his eye : 

" I would not- pafs the ~ight without betolding 
" him for all the wealth Peru could bring me. 
" You are an excellent, humane, good creature ; 
" but you mufr take this pu-rfe, and ufe it for the 
" fick man's comfort. Let him fuppofe the 
" watch is pawned, or fold ; but tell him that a 

" fellow lodger begs to fee him."_ 

It 
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It was with much difficulty that DuJ_Jre ( which 

vns the nurfe's name) could prevail with her 

patient to permit the !hanger's vifit; but ihe 

requefted it in fuch urgent language, and de­

fcribed the interefr Plemer appea:·ed to take: 

in his fofferings with fuch a native force of fim­

ple eloquence, that the unfortunate_ Montalde 

could no longer refufe, and at length he gave 
a reluctant confent. 

To the utmofr benevolence of heart was 
united an open bluntnefs of ~nanner, that always 

avoided circumlocution : and, infread of Ple­

mer's introducing himfelf with an apology for 

intrufion, he cordially took the fick man by the 

hand, and demanded why he had refufed to fee 
his friends? 

The very term brought tears into the langµicl 

eyes of the apparently dying man; and., fighing 

out the na.me of fi·iends, " Al2.s ! ( fa.id he) I 
" have out-lived them all!" " Not fa, ( faid 
Plemer.) I like your character, pi.ty your fitua­

" tion, and mean to prove the truth of the af-' 

" fertion. But do not talk. Sick folks mufr b~ 
I 

" controlled. Good night: !Ieep well. .I'll 

G " foe 
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" fee you in the morning._ So now go dream 

" that you have J~und a friend." 

The fo~gularity of Plemer"'s addrefs, the fin-

' cerity of his manner, and, above all, the fym­

pathetic tone which modu.lated his v.oice, .as he 

expreffed, in , laconic accents, the benev0lence 

of his intentions,- gave a fenfation of delight to 

Montalde's heart, to which,, alas ·1. it had long 

·been a :fl:ranger; and, with a ferenity of mind 

he had never agai•n expected to experience, he 

fell into a .£lumber, and enjoyed repofe. 

His new-found friend _was earl_y in his enqui­

ries, and was mortified _at hearing from the hu­

mane Dupre, that Montalde had expreffed fome 

uneafinefs at finding his debts had be~n all paid, 

as he was convinced, in his own mind~ the watch 

had not been fold, and appeared to feel uncoin­

.fortable at the idea ·of receiving fuch _important 

obliga_tions from a fl:ranger. Seating himfelf; 

.therefore, ·by Montalcle's bedfide, and taking him 

by the hand wi-th a look of tendernefs, he indif­

ferently inquired whether, if Providence had · 

bleffed him with .an abundance ~[-wealth, he 

fuolLld have thought it intended folely to pu1·cha/e 
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his own gratifications; or whether part of it 
fuou]d not have been devoted to the purpofes 
of benevolence? 

" l\lloft affuredly it fuould," replied Monta.lde, 
whilft a hectic glow of pleafure lighted up his 
manly countenance at the very idea of being fer­
viceable to a fellow creature, and a warmth of 
delivery proved the fincer_ity of the affertion. 
" Well then," continued Plemer, " and fo do 
"' I : and as I have, not laboured thirty years 
" to acquire wealth, to be contradilted in my 
<' manner of difpofing of it, don't teize that 
" poor woman any longer with your childi{h 
<, delicacy, but alt: as a fick man ought, and 
" take what is given you, without inquiring 
" into the means by which it is procured. I 
" am ·going to fend you a phyfician; for I have 
" an intereft in your recovery; and when you 
" are well, I then may be your debtor." 

It is eafy to imagine what a grateful heart 
muft naturally have experienced upon fuch~ an 
uncommon proof of friendihip and generofity, 

. and with what efteem and admiration Montalde 
muft have regarded the man who had thus 

G 2 unexpected! y 
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unexpectedly refcued him from poverty and 

difeafe. 

· As foon as Plemer had the happinefs of be­

. holding his friend in a great meafure refi:or~d to 

the poffeffion of health, he anxioufiy inquired 

how a young man, to whom nature appeared to 

have been lavifh of her bounties, . could have 

been reduced to fuc~ a il:ate of a~folute indigence, 

when fo many perfons, in all probability, would 

have been happy to reward him for the · exertion 

of thofe ralents he fo eminently poffeffed . . 

" My life," replied Montalde, " though full 

cc of difappointment and diftrefs to myfelf, has 

'' nothing ·either marvellous or fingular to re­

" commend it ; b·ut you, my friend, to whom I 

" owe its prolongation, have a right to be· con- ' 

" vinced that the mifery from which your bene­

" volence has .raifed me, was neither the, chaf­

" tifement , of folly, or the effect of vice. I 

" \;vas born at the foot of Mont-d'_ot, a · fpot 

" peculiarly adorned by nature's hand. lvly 

" pare1:ts, though · not affiuent, were irt eaf y 

"' circumfl:ances -; and my education wa$ better 
. ' 

'" than the generality of people in my' fifuation. 

••:, , :J " As 

, 

(( 

(( 

" ,, 
(( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

I( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

H 

l\ 

(( 

(( 

II 

(( 

(( 

I\ 

(( 

(( 

(( 



THE HONEST BRETON. 125 

cc As I had early indicated a tafre for poetry, 

" I was fuffered to indulge this native propen­

" fity; and as my performances were crowned 

" with the . plaudits of my friends, I imagined 

" myfelf born to wear Apollo's wreath; and 

" felt fo completely affured of obtaining emi ... 

" nence as a poet, that I perfuaded my father to 

" divide his fortune between my mother and 

" fifters, vainly fancying that my own abilities 

" were fufficiently ihining to obtain one for my­

" felf. At the death of this venerable parent, 

" I infrantl y removed to Paris ; and hacl the 

" good fortune to be favourably received by the 

" fage d' Alembert, who, though he had too 

" much candour to feed my vanity as a poet, ton-

" defcended to Ratter my abilities as a fcholar; ' 

" and advifed me, infread of attempting to de-

" rive fubfifl;ence from the mountain of Parnaffus, 

" only to expect it from the hill of fcience; ancl 

" not fatisfied with merely pointing out the 

" means of a fupport, he generoufi y affifred me 

" in the method of infuring it; and, through 

" his recommendation, I obtained the appoint-

" ment of private tutor to the Count Ventan-

" mont's children. In this Iituation I for fame 

" months endured all the degradi~ iniults, that , 

G 3 " high 



126 THE HONEST BRETON. 

" high birth~ could inflict upon dependent hu­

" mility, and at length was difcharged for not 

" infhuB:ing my pupils in the a~t of duplicity, 

" and for omitti.ig to offer incenfe at the furine 

" of their mother's vanity. As the Count did 

1, not choofe to fay he parted with me in compli­

" ment to the caprices of his wife, he recom­

" mended me as private fecretary to the Mar-

. " quis of Fervac, who had lately been appoint­

u ed amba{fador to a foreign court ; and in that 

« fituation I probably might have remained, had 

" not 'the Marquis, who was a very weak man, 

" thought proper to introduce me into a fociety 

" of his frie.I)ds, who, in return for the honour 

" they did me, thought themfelves entitled to 

'' biafs my opinions ; and when I attempted to 

"' affert the privilege of an independent mind-, I 
" fo far offend~d one of the parry, that, in com .. 

" p.Iiment to him, the Marquis difcharged me. 

" Again reduced to difhefs and poverty, I once 

" more applied to my friend cl' Alembert, who, 

u · after much folicitude, and 'great difficulty, 

'' placed me as under . fecretary to Monfieur de 

« Ferbois, an advocate of moft extenfive prac­

" tice. My ardent zeal, and unremitting.atten­

" tion, · had the &6od fort~e to obtain rmy maf .. 
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" ter's approbation ; and, happy in the prof pell:­

,, of being at length eftabliihed, I looked for­

,, ward with pleafure to the permanency of my 

" fituation. But, alas r at the very moment I 

" fancied myfelf fecure, I was then tottering on 

~, a broken precipice. Monfieur de F erbois was 

" fuddenly indifpofed ; and part of the bufinefs, 

" which he had been in the habit of tranfacl:ing, 

" of neceffity came into my hands; and, un­

"' aware of the bribery he received, I inno­

,, cently expreffed my abhorrence of fuch cor­

" ruptive pracl:ices.. This was enough to mar 

'' my future fortune, and on the following day_ 

" he fent me my difcharge. My mind, which 

" had hitherto enabled me to- fuftain misfortune, 

" at this laft ftroke funk beneath its preffure ; 

" and, ailiamed of becoming a tax upon my 

'-' friend, I refol ved to conceal my diftreffes fro.m 

" him. In every fi_tuation which I had obtained · 

" through his kindnefs, I had fcrupulou.fly en­

" deavoured to fulfil my duty ; my every acl:ion 

" ha<l been guided by pri11ciple,and everythought 

" infiigated by honour; yet the reward they z:net 

" with was baniiliment and dif grace. The dif­

" appointment of my hopes, and the 'dejection 

~' Qf my fpirits, preyed upon a confiit.ution-

G 4 " which 
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<e which was· naturally weak ; and had it not 
" been for your humanity, my life-and forrows 
" had e'er this been ended." 

" Heaven, my good friend," replied the ge­
nerous Breton, " frequently permits the' current 
" of human felicity to fpend itfelf to the lowefl: 
" ebb, that its own hand may be acknowledged 
" in the means that caufed the .flood to -rife again. , 
H Had not your forlorn fituation interefi:ed the 
" compaffion of the humane Dupre, I had never 
" enjoyed t~e happinefs of affording you an afy.:. 
·"' lum; nor might you have had the gratification 

" of tafting t_he real joy which fprings from 
" mutual friend/hip. I have long wifhed to 
{' meet with a young man to whom I could 
" intrufr the conduct of my affairs, and in whofe 
" attachment and fidelity I could place implicit 
" confidence. The epitome of your life is a 
" tranfcript of your honour, and a {hong- affu.:. 
" ranee of my own good fortune. "'f ou fhaH 
" accompany me back to Nantz : and the wor­
" thy Dupre (whofe humanity deferves reward) 
" fha11 follow us as foon as fhe has arranged her 
" affairs, and we will · mutually endeavour fo 
~, promote each others pea~e."_ ' 
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It was with the utmoft difficulty P·lemer could 

prevent the grateful 1\1ontalde from fallipg at his 

. feet. " What !" faid the generous m4n, " is 

" an acl: of kindnefs fo ;very afioni{hing, that 

·" you think it neceffary to evince foch tr~nf,.. 

" ports ? C?mpofe your fee.lings,. my good fel:­

" low; and refr affured that I iliall derive as 

.. " much advantag.e from your affiduity, ?'s yqu will 

" from my friend!hip. Therefore, henceforth 

" the obligations w:ill be mutual. So do not 

" opprefs me with your expreffions of gratit4de:.,,_ 

This liberal method of endeavouring to leffen 

the favours he conferred,. only made Montalde 

-the more fenfible of them; and though he a void­

ed defcribing his fenfations, yet his heart glowed 

with the mofi: lively gratitude ; and he refolved 

to ~evote the refidue of his life to the intereft 

and advantage of his gene.r<?us benefactor .. 

. 
If l\1ontalde's efteem had been excited by th~ 

open fincerity of the Breton'~ _manners, how was 

his admiration called forth by t_he ·native elegance, 

and affable fweetnefs, ·which was difplayed in 

thofe of his. wife and daughter, by whom he wa1 

received with the cordiality of friendiliip, r~ther 

than the ceremonials of politenefs. · 

G 5 MontaJde. s 



_ '· Montalde,.s affiduity,in-the execution of his avo.. 

c~tions, was fuch as might naturally have been ex-_ 

peel~ from a grateful mi'nd ; arn;kPlemer's libera-
- \ 

·uty and kindnefs was contin~ally .difplayed in the 

· promotion of his intereft, and in the ftudy of his 

·.happinefs. Ref cued from poverty, and-relieved 

frnm want, it was natural to fuppofe Montal<le'1s 

felicity was then eftablilhed on a fecure bafis. 
But, alas ! . a new fource of forrow unexpecl:edly 

·occurred; and his heart whifpered, that if he 

wopld preferye his honqur, he muft forfake his 

friend. Gabrielle, the lovely daughter of the 
benevolent Plemer, was endowed with too many 
~ttracl-ive charms for a young man of Montalde's 

, <lifpofition to be able to behold with coldnefs or 

indifference; yet he lhrunk with abhorrence at 

th_e very idea of attempting to engage. the affec­

tions of his benefallor's child ; and he. re.foLved 

rather to be thought ungrateful, than remain , in 
a fituation fo furrounded with danger • . W ,hi~ft 

his mind was agitated between love and.duty, and 

his heart hourly ackno"Yledging the captivating 

power of Gabrielle's beatity, a circumftance un­

expectedly occurred, which gave him reafon to 

·iuppofe 1he beheld him with partiality. 
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As Plemer;s efi:eem and tendernefs for his wife 

rather in~reafed than diminiilied with his years, 

he took every opportunity in his power to tefi:ify 

the fincerity of his regard; and it was his annual 

cuftom to celebrate her birth-day with both public 

and private demonftrations of joy. Though Mon­

talde had long neglected to court the M ufes1 yet, 

on an occa!ion fo interefi:ing to his friend, he re­

folved once more to folicit their affifi:ance; and, 

in the lines which celebrated the praifes of the 

wife, his breaft feemed infpired by the image of 

the daughter. The elegant performance was uni­

verfally applauded; and Gabrielle was foremoft of 

the number to refound Montalde's praife. The 

company who were invited to becomefpecl:ators of 

Plemer's happinefs, were all a!fembled on board 

one of his ihips, which was brilliantly illuminat­

ed -in honour of the day; and, after an evening 

fpent in the utmofi harmony and fefiivity, had 

jufr quitted the ve!fel, and were feated in boats, 

when a iliriek of difirefs arrefied their ~ttention. 

The beams of the moon filently played upon the 

furface of the water, ind her illumined rays £hot 

with fuch clear and brilliant luftre, that remote 

objells were perfectly difiinguiiliable. What 

then muft have been the horror of the gue~s, at 

G 6 beholding 
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peholdi,ng 1\1:pntalde, from the fiern of the fl=iip, 
,madly . precipitate himfelf into the feq., and in­
ftant,ly fink beneath -the waves ! Montalde un-

. fortunately was no fwimmer; 'and had he not 
-providentially caught at a rope as he fprang over­
board, his life would have been facrificed to the 
.ardency of his friendfnip. His- eyes alone had 
beheld the melancholy occafion of the fudden 
fhriek. • He had feen the man to whom he was 
.indebted for his exiftence in imminent danger of 
lofing his own, and, by accidentally falling from 
the p lank that fu:11:ained him, ready to overwhelm 

· his family in eternal mifery ! The hope of be-:­
.ing able to preferve a life of fo much value, in­
·fb ntly impelled him to ru:lh into _the fiream; 
and, diving beneath the [pot where Plemer had 

fallen, he had the fupreme felicity of preferving 
. h"' . n I .1s e;{1aence. 

With what a mixture of joy and tendernefs 
did the ag itated mother and daught er pour forth 
their acknowledgments to the an_1iable Montalde; 
ancl how was h is heart a.ffected at the praifes 
,of her whofe app~obation alone he would have 
.died to obtain. Then it was that the .artlefs 
.Gabrielle ingcnuoufl y difclofed the fituation of 
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her heart; and that Montalde felt convinced, 

that, if he would preferve his honour, he mufr. 

fly from. an object too . lovely and attractive. 

" Can I (faid he) _be vile enough to- ftay, and 

" rob my patron of his child's affection ? }\m I 
" a match fit for the heirefa of fuch ample for­

" tune? Can I return his kindnefs by fo bafe a 

'' theft, and prove myfelf a moft ungrateful vil.& 

" lain ? No : let me rather fuffer all the ills 

" that human mifery can e'er endure, than ftain 
1 ' my credit with fo foul a crime. I'll Ry this 

" fpot, fo fatal to my peace,, nor ever let myi 

" friend fufpect the caufe." 

The refolution was more eafily formed than -

execut~d ; for the very thought of appearing un~ 

grateful to fuch a friend as Plemer, carried with 

it fomethin8 fo repugnant to his feelings, that it 

was with the utmoft difficulty he could inform. 

him of his intention. " You will be aftonifh-

" ·ed, Sir," faid he, with an air of embarraff­

ment,. " at hearing I am going to quit a fitu .. 

" atipn wherein I have en joyed both happinefa 

" and profperity; but, ftrange as my cqndu8 

" mufl: appear, my veneration and gratitude will ' 

H ceafe but with my exiftence ; but that exifr-

" ence 
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~'- ence I am deftined. to fuftain in fome. fpot re­

" · ·mote from the -refidence of-my b~nefaclor ;. 

~'- and the laft favour I. folicit from ·his-goodnefs. 

" is,. that he -will not require · me to explairJ 

." my motives.n· 

. 
" Not require an explanation of fo extraor-

" dinary a proceeding," replied the afionifhed 

man. " Yes, Montalde, and I expect to hear 

" it. I have had too many proofs of the rntii­

" tude of your principles, and the generofity of 

" your nature, to fuppofe that caprice could in­
" fluence the one, or intereft bind the other,; 

" therefore I am perfuaded you need not blufh at 

" difcfofing a motive that at prefent appears in­

" explicable. Speak out, my friend: fay, how 

" ·_ can I retain you ? Shall I-call in the influence 

1' of my daughter ? Tell me, Montalde, would 

.•' not her prayers prevail?" 
( 

" Her prayers ! Ah! Sir," replied the aHo­

ni!hed youth,- " and have you then ae.fined my 

" motive ? Can you forgive an involuntary 

'' crime?" 
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cc ·Forgive !" faid Plemer, " Why, you ful­
" fil my heart's befr, dearefr,wifh. Long have 

" I hoped to fee my daughter yours ; and by this 

" noble, difinterefred conduct, you more than 

" ever firengthen the defire. Receive her, 

·" then, Montalde, from my hands ; and with 

~'' her take a father's fondeft bleffing." 

Montalde's felicity was too great for utter­

ance; and it was in vain that he endeavoured to 

clefcribe the joy and happinefs that fwelled his 

breafr; but, throwing himfelf at the feet of his . 

benefactor, his attitude defcribed what his tongue 

:could not reveal. 

• I 

Obfervations on the pr.tceding Story. 

EVILS take their rank more from the temper 

of the mind that fuffers them, than from their 

abfi:racl: nature ; for the fhafts of misfortune fall 

pointlefs upon the callous and infenfible difpo­

fition, whilft they pierce with a mortal wound 
the 



.:t36 .THE HONJ!ST BRET.O·:t{a 

.the feeling and fufceptible heart. The varfous 
difappointments Montalde had endured, and the 
.ill fuccefs which had attended all his under­

takings, had-fo far deftroyed the energetic pow­

ers of his mind,. that it abfolutel-y funk into de­

Jecl:ion and defponde~cy ; an4 had_ i~ not been for 

the humane exertions of the benevolent Breton, 
his life would have fallen a facrifice to his acute 
ienfibility. · This refinement of fe~ling, and de­

licacy of fenfation,. ought rather to be guarded 

againft than encouraged ; for the natural inci­

dents in human life are fo much more likely 

_to produce pain th;m_ pleafure, that, in point of 
prudence, we fhould arm ourfi;lves with forti;­

tude. There are perfons in the world end0wed 
with fo great a fha_re of exquifite fenfibility, that 

their minds feem abfolutely. compofed of too 

fine a texture to be able to encounter the viciffi­

tudes of life; and if misfortune affails them with 

her iron rod, they are totally incapable of ward­

ing off the blow~ 

A train of difappointments, · and -a fuc-ceffiorr 
of misfortunes, will occafionall y undermine the 

nrmeft fortitude; · out to repine under the evi-ls 

which befal us, i-,,ftead of refqlutely endeavou-r-
ing 

,.,.J 
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ing to overcome them, is a tacit proof either of 

weaknefs or impiety. 

l\1ontalde's character 1s peculiarly amiable; 

and we f ympathize in his misfortunes with the 

mofi compaffionate tendernefs; yet, that a mind, 

adorned with fo many virtues, fuould fink into a 

ftate of abfolute defpondency, is a circumfiance 

which reafon is incapable of explaining, and 

philofophy unable to account for. If our plty is 

interefted for the difheffes of 1\/Iontalde, how is 

our admiration excited by the humanity of his 

benefactor ! for how delightful is that benevo­

lence, which, when cc;mferring the moft exten­

five obligations, anxioufl,y endeavours to prevent 

the receiver from feeling himfelf the obliged 

party! • 

, . . 
1 
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TALE THE TENTHo 

~R~OR OF A GOOD FATHER. ~ 

I T was for a long time imagined ~hy i. the 
Romans~. that no fon could be the murderer 

of his father, . and therefore they had:no puniih­
ment appropriated to parricide. They feem, 
likewife, to have believed,__ with. equal con­
fidence, that no father could be cruel to hi& 
child; and) in confequence of this ropinion, 
they allowed every man fupreme _aut~ority in 
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his own family, and even put the _ lives of his 

children within his power. But experience, 

by degrees, convinced them they had' judged 

too favourably of the human fpecies, and-taught 

them the neceffity of regulating by law, what 

had once been left to the influence of nature .. 

If, in any fituation of life, the mind of man 

can be fuppofed inacceffible to malignity, it 

mufr furely appear fo in the p~rental charac­

ter. To fee helplefs infancy ftre.tching out her _ 

hands, and pouring out her crie_s, in tefiimony 

of dependence, without any power to alarm 

jealoufy, or any guilt to alienate affetlion, mufi 

furely awaken tendernefs in every feeling breaft :. 

yet fo great,. alas !, is the degeneracy of man­

kind, and fo prone to_ error is the human heart, 

that we frequent! y behold the parental charac­

ter either ftained by negligence, or dif graced 

by feverity. · 

The parent who is :lnxious to infure a for­

tune, and fecure an independence,. for his chil­

dren, is certainly fulfilling one of the duties of 

his fituation ; but if, in promoting their interefr,. 

he is neglectful of their happinefs ; and if, in 

fecuring to them profperity, he unfits them for 

the 

... 



\ 

140 ERROR OF' A GOOD FATHER, 

the enjoyment of it •; kindnefs will be converted 
into i11jury, _and affluence become their greateft 
misfortune. - , 1 . 

The Prefident de V aneville was a man of fuch 
.firilt probity in his profeffion, and fuch unim­
.peached honour in his ·character, that his judg­
ment was fufficient to efi:ablifh the validity of 
any cafe; but fo extenfive was his _praltice, and 
fo inceffant his application to the duties· of . his 
?ffice, that he found it impoffible to devote either 
.his time or attention to the improvement of his 
childrens' minds·, or the formation 0£ their mo­
;-als ; and whilfi: their· father was affiduoufly e!}­
.,deav:ouring to infure them independence, their 
piother's want of propriety ~as unfitting them -
.for the enjoyment of it. ~ 

Madam de V aneville was both a_ Weak and . ' 
artful character ; and w hilfi: fhe endeavoured to 

infpire · her hufband's breafi: with. peculiar fond­
nefs for her own children, fhe infiduou.Oy. under­
. mined the tendernefs he experienced for the fu~ 
v1ving pledge · of his former wife!s affeltion ·; 
and, by a plan at once cruel and , inhuman, fuc­
ceeded in the defign even bey.ond her expectation. 
~ The 
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The fincere affection ilie pretended to feel for 

this unfortunate child previous to the period of 

her becoming a mother, fo far impafed upon the 

credulity of his father, that he was incapable of 

perceiving' the progreffive attacks of artifice and 

envy ; and as his own bofom was a {hanger to 

.thofe corroding 'paffions, he had no conception 

they could be harboured by another. 

As this unhappy boy ( whom I fhall call Alex­

is) was intitled, to the poffeffion of his father's 

eil:ate, fhe confidered him as the barrier to her 

childrens' fortunes, and treated him with all the 

malice a cruel mind was capable of inflicting, 

and all the degradations a narrow one could 

invent. 

His temper, naturally feeling and fufceptible, 

became apparently callous under the feverities he 

endured; and when he drew a comparifon be­

tween the indulgence with which his_ brothers 

were treated, and the cruelty which was practifed 

on himfelf, he felt an unconquerable antipathy J 

againfr the author of his fufferings, which would 

fo.metimes evince itfelf in difrefpectful language, 

and at others m pathetic ,complaints. Thefe 

I murmurs -: 
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murmurs againft parental authority, wire com .. 
municated to his father with all the aggrava­
tions malice could invent; and that bofom which 
-had once cheriihed him with affection and fond­
•nefs, now only treated him with coldnefs and 
.contempt. The feverity of his mother-in-law · 
.he could have fuftained with intrepidity; but the 
-coldnefs of a father, on whom he doated with an 
excefs of fondnefs, at once pierced and agonized 
his heart -; and the onl_y f.olace he could find for 
his forrows was in the foothing tendernefs of his 
fofrer-mother.. 

" Why, my dear nurfe," the haplefs boy 
would fay, " why did you try to fave a life 
"' fo early deftined to endure misfortune ? Oh ! 
'' h~d you let me fink into the tomb with her 
-<c who gave me being, then, my goQd nurfe, · 
'' ah! then, J had been happy. Could ihe but 
"'' fee the fufferings of ~er child, could ilie be­
" hold the arts that work his ruin, and know 
" his father's beart was fte.eled againft him, 

· t , how would ihe hate the author of his woes ! " 

It was in vain the worthy woman attempted 
to confole his grief, or· aif uage his forrows; the 
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lofs of his father's love was too fevere a blow for 
his fortitude to endure, or his refolution fuf .. 
. tain, and the violence of his grief could only be 
equalled by the .acutenefs of his fenfations~ 
Whether Madam de Vaneville overheard the 
·converfations between the nurfe .and her fon, or 
whether it was the premeditated plan of an il­
liberal mind, it is difficult to determine; but., 
confcious that he derived a fecret gradfication 
.from the fociety of the only being to whom he 
could impart his fonows, ilie malicioufly refolv­
.ed to prevent him from enjoying it, and the poor 
wom:in w..as unexpectedly ordered never more to 

approach her dwelling. 

Severe chafi:ifement, and unprovoked cruelty, 
Alexis had frequently endured in fullen filence ; 
but this lafi: inftance of opprejfive tyranny roufed 
his paffions, and called forth his refentment; and 
he openly accufed her of having infidi:oufly rob­
bed him of his father's affeltion-; of being un­
jufi:ly cruel, and inhumanly ·revere. 

This breach of duty, and failure of refpect, 
was reprefen~ed to his father in a light the mofl: 
difadvantageous ; and he was perfuaded into a 

belief that his fon's temper was naturally fo over-
bearing, 
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bearing, that it could only . be fubdued by fevere 
d_ifcipline -and unremitting feverity; and it was 
determined he fhould be fent to a fchool in the 
vicinity of Lyons, the mafier of which . was 
famous for the ~ufierity of his m;mners. 

To have quitted a home wherein he had expe-. 

rienced fuch a confiant train of fu_cceffi ve .evils, 
'1}ight have been in itfelf a fubject for rejoicing; 
but to be driven from it_ by the artful .infinuations -

of his implacable enemy, to be torn from thofe 
arms which ought to have iheltered him with 
fondnefs, was a circumfiance fu completely ago­
nizing to his feelings, that, when, the moment 
of his departure arrived, and h~ was to take 
leave of his inhuman father, it was with the ut­

inofi difficulty he could- fay Jarewel: and de 
Vaneville, who had been taught to imagine that 
his fon was incapable of fenfibility, beheld his 

emotion with pleafure and delight, from a hope 
that his heart was lefs fl:ubbornly unfeeling than 
he had hitherto been led to imagine. 

From this trait of filial fondnefs and native 
_fenfibility, the Prefi.dent would have been in­

clined to reftore him to i;is favour, had not the 
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obtrufive entrance of Madam de Vaneville, at 
this interefling moment of returning fondnefs, 
been the means of checking the foft impreffio11 ; 
and the unfortunate Alexis, from an involuntary 
mark of difrefiJeCT towards his mother, had again 
the mifery of incurring his father's anger. 

The immoderate exercifes he was compelled to 
perform, and the fevere cha{l:ifement he endured, 
for the mo.ft trifling defect in any part of them, 
fo completely defrroyed the native ene_rgy of his 
mind, that he funk into a ftate of abfolute de­
fpondency, which was greatly heightened by 
the total neglect with which his father treated 
him. Letter after letter w-as unacknowledged ; 

I 

though they breathed only the moft fubmiffive 
fon<lnefs, and requefted only an affi.ffance of 
pardon. 

Oppreffed by a tyrant, and abandoned by a 
father, the unhappy boy at length refolved to 
ref cue himfelf from a life o( mifery; and though 
he never expelled to enjoy happinefs, he indulg­
ed the hope that he might find content; and 
quitting the fcene of cruelty and oppreffion, he 
endured all the hard!hips of difirefs and poverty, 

H and 
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and had no means of preferving his miferable 

exiftence, but by engaging himfelf in the capa­

city of a_!hepherd's boy. The_ account of Alexis' 

fudden depart_µre was immediately tranfmitted to 

his mifguided parent, who, too late fenfible of 

·the error he had committed, bewailed in filence 

the lofs of a on~e-loved fon, wlipm his cruelty 

had driven into exile. 

Although de Vaneville had apparently been 

guilty both of oppr~ffion and inhumanity in his 

conduct to his child, yet fo unjuft were the ac­

counts he rec-eived o_f his behaviour, and fo deep­

laid. were the plans to -impofe upon his credulity, 

that fomething may be faid in his vindication ; 

but the moment he was apprized of the unfor­

tunate 1:>oy's Right, his heart reproached him 

with bdng in a great degree the occafion of it, 

-~nd from that period his mind became a fhanger 

to repofe. ..Severer misfortunes were ftill in fr.ore 

for him; and_ Providence, as if to punifh hjm for 

injuftice to one child, by _a malignant difeafe de­

prived him of the others; and, fully to complete 

the meafure of his forrow, the wife of his affec­

tion foon followed them ! 

This 

fi 
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This fucceffion of calamity, and train of woe, 

pre!f ed heavily on the heart of the unhappy man ; 
but, when time had in fome degree mellowed 
his affliction, and he was fufficiently recovered 
to arrange his affairs, a new di{hefs overwhelmed 
J1im with melancholy; for, upon examining his ­
wife's papers, he difcovered the letters that his 
fon had written, which fhe had artfully concealed 
from his obfervation. Thefe ftriking proofs of 
innate depravity, whilft they checked the current 
of affiicl:ion which her lofs had occafioned, open­
ed a ftream which flowed with double force; and, 
unable to conftrain the violence of his grief, 
he refol ved to hide it within the bofom of retire­
ment, and for ever to quit a lucrative employ­
ment, which had been the means of rendering 
him unmindful of more important duties. This 
refolution, once formed, was immediately put in 
practice ; and de V aneville removed from a fcene 
of buftle and diffipation to one of quiet and fe­
cl ufion ; yet the image of his injured child frill 
followed him ; and retirement rather increafed 
than diminiilied his affiicl:ion. 

Although the mind of Alexis had been fub­
rlued by feverity, yet, in the peaceful quiet of 

_ Il 2 rufl:ic 
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rufl-ic occupations, it foon regained its former 

dignity; and though neceffity compelled him to a 

life of humiliation, he felt the force · of native 

independence. A fondnefs for poetry, and a love 

of .fiudy, had induced him, when he fled from 

his inhuman tyrant, to fecure a fmall number of 

fuch books as were mofi: pleafing to his ta.fie, 

and mofi: portable for his pocket ; and whilfl: 

carefully watching the fafety of his fheep, he 

con.fiantly amufed himfelf with his favourite au~ 

thors. 

The fingulari ty of a £hep herd .fiudying V irgi1, 

called forth the ~attention of an acciderital paffen­

ge1·, who; equally a.fioniilied by the air of fupe­

riority which dignified his rrianner, folicited an 

explanation of fo extraordinary an appearance. 

Alexis felt that to explain his circum.fiances 

might be the means of expofing his_ father; and 

he revered and loved him too well to , be capable 

of throwing ~ .fiigma on his conduct: he there­

fore politeJy declined entering upon a fubje8: of 

fo much delicacy, yet treated. the enquirer both 

with civility and refpetl-. 
t '(l[((J 

' ' , , ,·.,· ,~ 11 The 
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The :fl:ranger, who was a man both of tafte · 

and erudition_, was .amazingly ftruck with the 
fentiments of Alexis, and, after fpending an 
hour: in his fociety, promifed to return on the 
following day; and at length became fo habituat­
.ed to the practice, that it was a matter of courfe 

for him to vifit the young !hepherd. Although. 
this pleating intercourfe had for fome time fubfift­
ed, yet' de N elcour frill remained ignorant of his 
friend's misfortunes; and though he felt extreme­
ly anxious to obtain a knowledge of them, yet, 
as he perceived he carefully avoided leading to 
the fubject, their converfations were generally 
confined to thofe of literature. The winter was 

now faft approaching, and de N elcour could no 
longer en joy the pleafure of fpending two or 
three hours in the fhepherd's fociety. The idea 
of many months elapfing before he could 3gain 
renew the amufing intercourie, filled his mind 
with dejection and melancholy; and he refolved, 
if poffible, to obtain the pleafure by inviting 
Alexis to his abode. 

Though -the fituation of a fhepherd might, in 
the opinion of fome, have been confidered as de­
grading, yet Alexis regarded it in a very differ~nt 

H 3 light; 
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light; and whilfr he was capable of earning his 

own fubfifience, felt all the 'dignity of an inde .. 

pendent mind. This innate principle of genuine 

virtue alone induced him to refufe the propofal ; 

but when he found his fervice could be ufefu1, 

and that his indu{hy might earn fupport, he joy­

fully acceded to the pleafing fc_hemeL 

De Nelcour was a man who, though he had 

fpent the younger part of his life in fcenes of 

folly and diffipation,. had never voluntarily en­

gaged in vice, or fu!fered his mind to be efi:ranged 

from virtue. His fortune had been facrificed to 

the love of pleafure; but his principles had re­

mained fpotlefs, and untainted; and fe.eling the. 

unfatisfaction of fuch irrational delights, in the· 

meridian of life he retired to folitude; and in 

the cultivation of a fmall farm, and the praclice· 

of benevolence> he found a gratification which 

diffipation could never impart. In the culture 

of this farm, and in the management of a beau-· 

tiful garden, Alexis found a confhnt empfoy_­

ment; and when the time of relaxation arrived, 

enjoyed ~he highefi: fatisfaclion in his friend's 

fociety; yet his fpirits were often dreadfully de-. 

preffed, and his heart weighe.d down with an 

oppreffive 
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oppreffive melancholy, which neither de N el­

cour's kindnefs could remove, or the lively at­

tentions of his adopted child enable him to con­

quer. 

This lovely girl, whofe name was Natalie, 

had been refcued from difl:refs by the humane de 

Nelcour, who, having a fincere regard for her 

deceafed parents, received and adopted her as his 

own daughter; and, in the improvement of her 

infant mind, derived a pleafi.ng and Jatisfacl-ory 

- enjoyment. Although Natalie was a child in 

- appearance when Alexis firfl: became an inhabi-

tant of her patron's dwelling, yet ihe had at­

tained that age when the addition of a few years 

make a :£triking difference in the appearance ; ' 

and de N elcour's fears were fuddenly aroufed by' 

perceiving a growing partiality take place be­

tween them. Had Alexis ever placed confidence 

in his friend, or given him the flightefl: hint 

of his real fituation, the difcovery would have 

afforded him fatisfaction ; but that he ihouid for -

fo mafly years fcrupuloufl y have avoided all com­

munication, carried with it fo great an air of myf­

tery, that it would have excited fufpicion in the 

moft liberal mind ; and de N ekour was refolved 

H 4 to 
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to obtain a knowledge of his circumfrances, or 
-0epri ve himfelf of the pleafure of his company. 

Alexis heard :his friend's refolution, with a 
mixture of morfification, regret; and grief; and 
though he felt feverely pained at being feparated 
fro_m thofe who·m he both loved and venerated, 
yet he could not bear the idea of purchafing the 
happinefs of remaining with them, at the hazard 
of expo:fihg a beloved father. Thefe generous 
antl difinterefied fentiments induced him merely 
to_inform de Nelcour, that his want of confidence 
had neither proceeded from confcious demerit, or 
.from bluihing guilt; but that a variety of unfor­
tunate circ-µmfiances had unjufily expofed him to 
his father's difpleafure : yet, if ever he was fo 
happy as to obtain his pardon, he would openly 
.avow his tendernefs for Natalie, and folicit his 
permiffion to offer her hi~ heart. Thef e reafons, 

- though not explicit, were fu.fficient to fatisfy his 
friend's mind; and though he perceived the ne­
ceffity of a feparation, y;t he could not bear tlie 
ic.lea of its taking place until he had fecured for 
him a freih afylum. 

'' Within a iliort difiance of my dwelling1 

" my 
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" my dear Alexis, (fai.9< de N elcour,) there lives 
" a man whofe perfon I am unacquainted with, 
" but whofe principles I have been taught to re­
" vere; he is at prefent in want of a perfon of 
" your defcription; and in the fervice of fo ami­
" able a character you will obtain coll?-fort, lf 
" not happinefs. The d€ath of a beloved wife, 
" and the lofs of all his chqdren, has been a 
" {hoke his fortitude couid not fufrain; and he 
" has retired from the world to fecrete that for .. 
" row which the unfeeling part of it knew not 
" how to pity ! His name is Vaneville; and 

" his abilities as a Prefident were only_ to be 
" equalled by his virtues as a man ." 

The various emotions which agitated Alexis' 1 

mind, were ftrongly depicl:ured in his expreffive 
face; but as de N elcour had no idea his relation 
had excited them, he attributed them to his difirefs 
at being fep3.rated from Natalie ; and immediate-
ly prop~fed writing \ a recommendatory letter, 
which was to acl: as an intro.ducl:ion to the pre­
fence of his father. 

The alteration which a feven years abfence 
had produced in the perfon of Alexis, rendered· 

H .s H. 
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it impoffible even for a' ~.ther t9 recognize him ;: · 

and whilft he approached the Pre{ident with 

a heart palpitating between love. and duty, he 

beheld him with an eye of coldnefs and indif-­

ference; but as.the letter defcribed him peculiarly 

·<leferving, he engaged him in the capacity of ~ 
fuperintending gardeI,1er .. 

If time had wrought a change in the appear­

ance of Alexis,., misfortune had produced one. 

equally firiking in his father; and it was with 

the utmofi difficulty that amiable . young man. 

could,. under the appearance of ·refpecl:, conceal 

the anguifh this alt~rat.ion 9ccafioned. He had 
hitherto imagined his own condtJct had been 

blamelefs, and that the fev.erity of his treatment. 

,, jufiified his actions ; but when he beheld the au.:.. 

thor of his being finking under the preffure of 

·grief_ and difappointment, and unable to fufiain · 

the weight of his a-ffi.icl:ions, he condemned him­

felf for quitting his protection, and fecret1y re­

pined at his want of duty. His fkill in botany), 

and affiduity in gardening, could not fail of at~ 

tracl:ing the Prefid_ent's obfervation ; and when 

he conv.erfed with him upon the nature of his 

bufinefs); 
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bufinefs, the juftnefs of hi-s ideas feemed to call 

forth his afronifhment. 

Thefe converfations, which foon beca~e fre­

quent, were at once agonizing and delightful 

to Alexis ; for whilfr his bofom was expanding 

w ith affection, his fears whifpered it might never 

be returned. De V aneville had found, by an 

indefinable impreffion, his heart attracl:ecL to­

wards the perfon of his fon; and confidering 

himfelf bereaved of every domefi:ic joy, he re­

folved to endeavour to fupply his lofs, by adopt­

ing Alexis as his future heir; but as he wi01ed to 

obtain a knowledge of his family, he anxioufly 

in_quired into their name and fituation. 

The confrraint which Alexis had long endured 

at length became infupportable to his feelings ; 

and thefe quefrions, which were meant as a pre­

lude to good fortune, feemed to involve him in a 

cloud of mijery. 

The venerable man beheld this agitation with 

a mixture of piti and afroniiliment ; and, in 

a -voice of tendernefs and fympathy, requefred he 

would tell him his father's name ? The heart of 
H 6. Alexis, 
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Alexis, at this agitating queition, cC?9ld no Ion~ 
ger contain its important fecret; but · throwing 
himfelf at the feet of de Vaneville, he· embraced 
his knees ·in an excefs of tendernefs, exclaiming, 

at t~e time, " Ah ! my revered, my beloved 
" parent! does not nature tell the interejling 

" name? Bave you forgot your own, your long.: 
" loft fon? Will you reil-ore him to your love 

'' and favour ?" '• 

<' Oh!" faid the venerable aged man ; " and 
·H have I found my long-lamented child? Am I, 
" indeed, fo wonderfully blefr? Come to my 
" arms, thou dear and injured boy ; and let my. 
" tears efface the wrongs you've fuf.fered ! Can 
" you forgive the injufiice of your father ?" 

" Ah ! -(faid Alexis,) name not fuch a word .. 
" I am the being who implores forgivenefs, and 
" deeply fee l the forrow of repentance; but if a 

" life of mof:t fubmiffive love can wi.pe a"Yay 
"' the fi-ain. of head:fhong paffion, I then may 
" hope my pa1:don is fecu-red." 

The refined felicity which de Vaneville expe ... 
r ienced from the unexpected refiora'tion of a la- · 
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mented fon, was fu:fficient to compenfate for 

years of mifery ; but the happinefs of Alexis, 

was incomplete, until Natalie and her benefac­

tor arrived to fhare it. Then it was that his 

heart expanded with an excefs of joy ; and, by 

the combination of duty, love, and friendfhip, 

he arrived at the fummit of human blifs. 

Obfervations on the preceding Sto1-y. 

THE duty of a child, and the affection of a 

parent, are in general imagined to be infi:incl:ive 

fentiments; yet the opinion is fo erroneous and 

unfounded, that it is abfolutel y afi:onifhi.ng-from 

whence it could arife. 

That refpeB: and obedience ought to be the 

:fl:riking features in the filial character, and love 

and tendernefs in t~e parental one, is a truth 

which will readily be allowed; but that both .are 

too often defi~ient in thofe important duties, ob­

fervation and experience will completely prove; 
and 
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. 

and though one gf thefe evils orig~nates in edu-
cation, yet little· care, is taken t~ prevent its . 

I • 

growth.. Too much, indulg_ence, ' and too great 
feverity, are- equally the bane of £1ial regard;. 
and the child who has not been in-fi:rult:ed in duty _ 

and obedience,, and the one wh_o' f marts under the 
fcourge of an opp!effi ve tyrant,. are a_like in dan­
ger of becoming rebellious. 

De V aneville, though confi.dered as a man of 

probity, in the.-character of a father is -fi:rikingly 

unjufi; and had not his_ fon been endowed with 

a mofr amiabfe difpofition, his feverity mufl: have 
totally defiroye.d it ;. and it is impoffible to_ perufe 
the defcription of his fufferings, without a mix­

t ure of compaffion,. admiration, and efie.em •. l 

Un 
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TALE THE ELEVENTH., 

LESSON OF MIS FOR T-UNE. 

ADVERSITY may be confidered as the­
parent of Virtue: it calls forth all the.: 

latent feeds of goodnefs, collects within a focus, 
the fcattered principles of honour, and, com-

' -bining them into a folid mafs, prefents them to-

the world in an unexpecl:ed ftate of perfection .. 
To endure misfortune with refignation, and bear 
it with fortitude, is the ftriking characterifl:ic of 
a great mind; for whilfl: the man who is fufl:ained 
by honour calmly encounters its feverefl: frowns, , 
he that's devoid of fuch a firm fupport, ignobly 
finks beneath its iron hand~ 

It 
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It has been frequently and jufi:ly obferved, 

that the ·misfortunes which arife either from the 

inadvertency or folly of_ ourfelves, are much 
more infupportable than thofe which befal us by 
the appointment of heaven ; for in the one we 

find a hand which fufi:ains, foothes, and fupports 
us ; whilfi: the other is augmented by the affiicl:­

ing ftii:ig, and corroding canker, of a reproying 
confcience. But as misfortunes may fometimes 
arife more from a want of prudence than of prin­

ciple, we ought carefully to avoid cenfuring a 

characl:er, until we are convinced it is natqrally 

depravJd. · 

Monfieur Salvery was a man whofe fortune 
and fam~ were both elevated; yet, with abilities 

calculated to fhine in his profeffion, and a heart 
adorned with every manly virtue, through an 

inadvertency in his conducl:, he was obliged to 
become an alien to his country, and feek fubfift .. 
ence in a foreign clime. 

Young, handfome, poli!hed, and refined, he 

might have formed an alliance with the firft fa­

milies in France; but, in a matter of fuch mo­

ment to his happinefs, he was ~etermined only 
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to be guided by ajfellion: and th6ugh the obje0= 
of his choice was a young woman of fortune, 
yet that circumfiance had not the fl i ghtefr influ­
ence on his conduct. This union, which raifed 
him to the fummit of happinefs, was, in effect, 

I 

, the occafion of all his m if ery ; for, foli~itous to 

prove his regara by every method in his power, 
he even became profufely extravagant; and tho' 
the amiable objeB: of his tendernefs would fre­
quently remonfhate againfi fuch unneceffary ex­
pences, in that iHfiance alone he difregarded her 
adv ice. Her houfe, her equipage, her jewels and 
apparel, were rather calculated for the -confort of 

.a prince than the wife of a fubject; and though 
his income was fufficient to llave procured her ' 

all the elegancies of life, yet it foon became in~ 
jured by fuch unneceffary fuperfl~ities. 

Thus madly intoxicated with prefent joys, 
and blindly lo.fr to future farrows, the unhappy 
man was involving himfelf in mifery at the mo- · 

ment he imagined he was fecuring happinefs ; 
and whilfr he fancied he was infuring the affection 

of his wife, forgot that he was inta~ling upon 
himfelf eternal Corrow ! 

The 
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The delightful profpect of foon becoming a fa-
ther, added to a felicity which had appeared inca--

. -
pable of increafe; yet, whilfi he anticipated the 

pleafures of a parent, the danger that attended it 
concealed itfelf from his view; and he found him­
felf bereaved of every earthly happinefs at the mo­
ment that he fancied himfelf fecure of its enjoy­
ments ! The lofs of a beloved wife, on whom 

he doated to an excefs of fondnefs, might have 
been thought the fummit of human mifery; yet,, 
melancholy as - was the event,. it p~oved but a 
prelude to his future woes.. The child for whom, 
he had paid-fo dear a facrifiee too foon . foll owe& 

_ its fainted mother ; and his father-in-law, avail­
ing himfelf of an unjufr law which exi.fted in 
France, demanded · the Teimburfement of his 
daughter's fortune. This fhoke, at once un­
feeling and fevere,. feemed to complete the mea­
fur< of his forrows, and made a bankrupt of his 
purfe and peace.. c , 

To be obliged to return a fortune fin part ex-­
pended) at a moment when his mind was incapa­
ble of reflecting upon the mofr prudent method 
by which it could be contrived, was a circum­

fiance pecuJia_rl.y -perplexing ; yet,, as it had been 
urg_eci : 
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urged in a manner that was at once fhocking and 

difgraceful to humanity, he refolved to comply, 

though at the expence of ~uin,. The conduct of 

his father alarmed the fufpicion of the creditors,. 

who naturally concluded his affairs muft be in a 

ftate of defperation, when a relation could acl: 

with fuch rigidity. The little remnant of his 

diffipated fortune was infufficient to difcharge 

their debts, and difappointment tauglit them to, 

be cruel. 

It was in vain that the unhappy man offered 

to relinquifh his remaining property, or pro­

mifed to difcharge the whole amount out of the 

produce of a good profeffion._ The inhuman con-. 

duct of his father-in-law feemed to be a licenf<,­

for their barbarity ; and he was reduced to die 

alternative of flying his country, or fubmitting 

to the horrors of a clofe confinement. If, by 

refigning himfelf into th~ power of his creditors, 

he could have contrived any method of difcharg­

ing their debts, a prifon at that moment would 

have been preferable to baniihment; for the agi­

tation of his mind, and the anguifh of his heart,-, 

almofi: incapacitated him from making an exer­

tion : but at length the profpect of exonerating 
himfelf 

• 
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himfeif from debt, and proving to the world the 
rectitude of his principles, opened upon his 
mind,' roufed his fortitude, and he boldly refolv­
ed to ftruggle· againft misfortune. 

To remain in France was impoffible, as he 
was well aware . that the inveterate hatred of 

· his creditors would fruftrate his defign of dif­
charging their debts; but in Holland he would 
be fecure both from malice and molefl:ati,on, and 
there . he hoped to recover his long-loft peace. 

With a mind deprefTed by forrow, but fupport­
ed by principle, the unfortunate Salvery began 
his journey, and arrived at the feat of in<luftry 
and application, without any thing occurring 
either to .raife or leffen his expectation. 

Trade and commerce are the di-reeling roads 
, to affiuence : but how was a-ftranger, unfupport­

ed by credit, and unprotected by friends, to ex­
pect to find the way? In a _country where all 
is caution, fufpicion, and circumfpeclion, how 
could he hope his plan could be fuccefsfol? The 
impreffive charm of innate rectitude acted as a 
letter of recommendation, and a paffport to con-

fidence ; ' 
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fidence : for the moment he offered his fervices to 
a merchant of ref pecl:ability, his appearance in­
terefted him in his favour; and he engaged him 
as clerk, without knowing whether his abilities 
were equal to the employment. 

In this fituation, fo humiliating to a man 
of family, and fo degrading to a man of fortune, 
h~ acquitted himfelf with a zeal that not only 
called forth the approbation, but the affection, of 
his mafter ; and he foon began to confider him 
rather in the light of an amiable fon, than a de­
pendent affiftant ; and was as anxious to promote 
his interefi and welfare, as he was folicitous to 
infure his own. 

As Salvery, upon his arri-val in Holland, only 
retained his Chriftian name, the merchant had 
no chance of cl if covering the circumftance which 
had occafioned his emigration from France, or 
the caufe of the dejeltion which preyed upon his 
fpirits; and though he was peculiarly anxious to 
obtain a know ledge of both, yet he had too 
much delicacy to pry into either. 

Six 
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- Six years of rig-id economy, and unceafing 

application, had not been fufficient to difcharge 

one quarter of the unfortunate Sal very's debts; 

·but the gratification he derived from the appro­

,bation of his own c0nfcience, enabled him to . 

:perform his tafks with refignation and deright; 

-?nd though his moments of folitude were embit­

tered by the· recollection of the lofs he had fuf­

tained, yet he fecretly rejoiced that the object 

of his tendernefs had been fpared the knowledge 

of his misfortunes-. Every remittance that he 

made to Paris, leffened the load that preffed upon 

bis mind ; and he looked forward to the period 

with joyful expelt:a~io, , when he might return 

with honour, and be received with applaufe. 

A friend of the merchant's, and a country .. 

man of Salv_ery's, fpent fome time in the former~s 

.family; and, ftn.ick with the manners a:nd ap­

pearance of his clerk, was folicitous to evince 

both his fnend{h.ip and efteem. To a mind na­

turally fond of information, the fociet:y of 1 a _ 

.man of Salvery's difpofition mufi have been at­

tended both with pleafure and inftruclion ; and 

he was not only fhewn whatever was worth the 

9bfervalion of a ihanger, but was doubly grati-

4 tified 
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tified by the judicious remarks of his intelligent 
companion. 

Senfible of the obligations he had received, 
and anxious to make fome return, he intreated 
Salvery to honour him with his friendiliip, and 
allow him an opportunity of repaying the civili­
ties in his own country, which he had received 
from him in Holland. 

The hope of tranfmitting to pofierity a name 
unfullied by dif grace, had fufrained the unhappy 
young man amidft t_he toils of labour, and the 
rigours of economy; yet the idea that death 
might deftroy his plan of jufl:ice, and arreft his -
hand b~fore it had been ftricl:ly honefr, would 
frequently throw a gloom over a mind endea­
vouring to rife fuperior to misfortune: but a 
method of refcuing his character from reproach, 
and convincing the world of the rectitude of his 
intentions, now joyfully prefented itfelf; and he 
refolved to intruft the ft.ranger not only with his 
name, but his fituation, and rely upon his_ friend­
fhip for the efiablifument of his fame, and the 
fequity of his J'eace. 

Five 
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Five hundred Louis-dor's, the hard.__-earned 

pr?duce of three years indufiry, he refolved to 

requefi: his friend to difi:ribute amongft his c·re-

. ditors; and to inform them, that ~he whole 

amount of their debts ihould punctually be dif­

charged, if Providence prolonged the meafure of 

his exifrence. 

If a poliih of manners, and elegance of mind, 

had been the means of creating his countryman's 

regard, how muft fuch an unexampled infrance 

of rectitude and principle· have called forth his _ 

admiration, and fecured h1s efieem ! Yhat a 

young mah; born in affluence, and educated in 

eafe., ihould willingly fubmit to the degradation 

of fervitude, and even deprive himfe]f of every 

comfort of life, to be enabled to alt with jujlice 

towards thofe who had treated him with feverity, 

was an altio1i fo completely noble, ~nd fo dif­

interejfedly great, that he had fcarcely imagined 

human nature capable of it. 

On his retu'rn to Paris, he punctually difcharg• 

ed the trufi: that had been re12ofed in him ; ;nd 

the creditors, anxious to ?ifcover the abode of 
their debtor, earneftl y in treated to be made ac-

quai_nted 
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' quainted with.it. But the fecret was- lodged in 

a faithful bofom ; and he had promifed it !hould 
remain fecure, unlefs death lhould deftroy the un­
fortunate Salvery's plan of juftice; and then he 
had undertaken to ref cue his name from the cen­
fure of reproach, and convince the world of the 
purity of his intentions. Soon after his arrival, 
.accident introduced him to· the company of the 
father-in-law of his friend; and he was fuocked 
at hearing a man, who had acled with fuch rigid 
honouF, and unexampled probity, openly accufed 
of fraud and injuftice by the very perfon who 
had in fome degree been the caufe of his misfor­
tunes ; and confidering it as a manifeft infringe­
ment upon truth and candour, the generous 
Watelet (which was the name of his friend) 
found it impoffible then to conceal his refentmen t 
or hide his indignation; but explained to the 
party, who had heard him cenfured, his motive 
for contracting debts, and the noble method he 
had adopted to dif charge them. 

Monfieur Nervin (at whofe houfe Sa!very's 
father-in-law had reprobated his character) heard 
the account of his praife-worthy conduct with a 
mixture of admiration, pity, and applaufe; whiHl: 

I h~ 

\ 
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his daughter, the lovely and beautiful, J uftina, 

offered a tear of commiferation .as .a tr.ibu te to 

his woes. 

, " ·How .long, my friend;" faid the,. generous 

Nervin, looking on Watelet with an eye of 

f ympathy, " muft this noble-minded man fe-

. " dude himfelf from fociety? and how -many· 

," years are to pafs away in laborious application 

" for the benefit of the undeforving., before he 

" can return wi.th honour .to claim the .:applaufe 

'" he :qierits !" 

·The intereft which humanity had induced him 

to take in the welfare of an amiable young man, 

'was greatly increafed by his friend's .ttep~y ; and 

when he heard .that fifteen' years of arduous ap­

plication, · and rigid economy, would fcarcely 

refcue him from the power of his creditors, he 

found it impoffible to fupprefs his .emotion ; and_ 

whiHl: the tear of fenfibility glifte11ed in his eye, 

he dec;:lared h}s refol!-1tion of befriending the un­

fortunate. " Providence .( faid he) has bleft ·me 

" with an abundance of wealth, and nature has· 

" taught me the means of enjoying it; and with 

,, a fortune affiuent like mine, can I f uffer· 
hommr 
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" honour to lie buried in obfcurity? Write, my. 
" friend, to this noble-minded man; tell him I 
" love and venerate his virtues ; and that, in­
" .ftead of owipg numerous debts, I am refolved 
" to be his only creditor; and if my daughter 
" can fecure his heart, her hand fhall cancel all 
" the obligation." 

The next day was employed in difcharging 
the whole of Salvery's debts; and by the follow­
ing poft, W atelet inclofed the receipts, a~d i l!l­
parted the intelligence of the happinefs which 
awaited him.. 

Joy and afl:oniiliment fufpended his faculties ; 
and it was with -difficulty he could credit the 
evidence of his fenfes ; but the fight of the re­
ceipts checked his unbelief,, and infpired his gra­
titude. The merchant, who felt towards him 
both tendernefs and efteem, heard of his .intend­
ed departure with forrow and regret ; and whilft 
he lamented the lofs he fhould fuftain, repeatedly 
reproached him with want of confidence. " I 
·" have no .children of my own, ( faid the venera­
" ble man;) and I had vainly flattered myfelf 
""' I !hould have found one zn 1ou, who would 

I 2 " have 
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. " have fmoothed the bed of !icknefs, and cheer­

" ed -the gloom of age : but, go, and be happy : 

" yet forget not that you have left a friend who 

" loves y0u with the tendernefs of a parent, and 

'' who at h-is death will confider you as his fon." 

Animated as Saivery was by his unexpected 

good fortune, he could not take leave of the 

generous merchai:it Without a mixture of ten­

d~rn~fs, e-fteem, and regret ; and, after exprefs­

ing his feelings in the warmeft .terms of gra­

titude, cheered the old man with hopes of his 

r.eturn. 

The worthy Nervin, and his amiable dau,gh-

'fer, impatiently expecred .the moment which w.as 

to introduce them ·to the acq_uaintance of a man 

whofe · principles had · called f?rth both efreem 

and admiration, and whom they1confidered .as one 

of the moft exalted characrers in human life. 

The various emotions of Salvery's mind, when 

:the· interefting interview took place, were {hong-

- ly' "' depicrured in his .expr.effive features ; ,and 

. whilft he .poured forth bis acknowledgments to 

· the -father of Jufiina, he found it' impo.ffible to 

w1thdraw his_ eyes from the··daughter's .iface. ' A 
· thong 
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fhong refemblance between her and his loft 
Adrienne, at 0~1ce pained ~nd charmed his feel­
ings; and when time and opportunity-had allow­
ed him to .become acquainted with_ the beauties of 
her mind, the likenefs_ became more interefl:ingl y 
fhiking. 

The willies of his benefactor- were foon ac­
comp liilied, and gratitude was rapidly converted 
into love. N ervin, who was informed of the 
merchant's kindnefs, unexpectedly confent~d to 
his fon-in-1aw's return, and generoufly deprived 
himfelf of the fociety of his child, that her huf­
band might prove both his attachment and grati­
tude. Sal very had been fo long accufromed to 

· employment, that idlenefs and eafe would have 
been irkfome to him; and, by returning to l,labits 
of indufiry and application, he evinced his 
friendiliip, and augmented his fortune. The 
merchant, delighted at his unexpected return, 
immediately made him a partner in the bufinefs; 
and the immenfe profits which were derived from 
it, foon enabled him to return his obligations to 
the generous N ervin, to w hofe difinterefred 
friendfuip he owed the refioration of his fame, 
the increafe of his fortune, and the fefurity of 
his~ happinefs. 

I 3 Obfarvatims 
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Obfervations on the preceding Story. 

IT has frequently been a matter of difqui..­

fition with the learned, whether projperity or 

adverjity were the greateft trials ; but, in order 

to <)etermine a point of fuch difpute, it is neceffary 

to be acquainted _with the difpofition of th~ pa~­

ties who are either fuddenl y raifed on the pinna­

cle of profperity, or unexpec:l:edly degraded from 

an a~cuftomed elevation. _- Good and evil derive 

both their value and misfortune more from tem...: 

pe_r of the human ,mind_, than from-the ab:ftract' 

Rature of themfelves. ,v e fometimes meet with 

charal:lers in life fo deititute of fenfibility, and 

fo devoid of feeling, that the mo:ft fudden change 

~f .circumftances are encountered with apathy 

and indifference. But £hall we applaud a being 

for meeting 2.dycifrty· with calmnefs, whofe 

ileatt is too callous to be penetrated by its £hafts ? 

-, As _ well might we praife the rock that bears , 

without repining the inceffant daihing of a raging 

tide, or attribute humility to a fnail for making 

no attempt to ,foar. That character alone me • 

.rits applaufe, which feels without repining, and 

[ubmits without complaint . 
The 
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The natural thoughtleffnefs and prefumption 

of youth, are the means of fubjeB.:ing that period 

of life to inadvertencies, which ,would doubtlefs 
• 

be unpardonabie in. riper ·y·~ars1; . but when guilt 

does not tarn1fu, or vice dif grac~, the charall:er, 

uncharitable mufi be t~at mind which unfeeling.ly 

condemns it. Who, that had beheld the youthful 

follies and extravagance of a Salvery, could have 

imagined that his mind was capable of fuch mag­

nanimity? Or who, that had witneffed the ele­

gance to which he had been accuftomed, would 

have fuppofed that he. could have defcended to 

flavery and dependence ? His actions were an 
culogium on his charaB.:er, and the moil: elaborate 

praife-woul<l be. inferior to his merits • . 

( r p 
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TALE THE TWELFTH. 

THE WATERMEN OF BESON-S. 

CH~ERFULNESS and good--humpur, -re:. 
- - ftgnation and - contentment, · may be c01-i~ 

fia-ered -b~th as the_ inftigators arrd the reward · of 
Virtue. · Whatever trials we are defi:ined to en:. -
du.re, whatever calamities we are do"omed·-r'o fuf..: 
tain> yet, if tlrey rie_ither fpring from the·-routces 

of 

C 

ti 
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of iniquity, or the defigns of guilt, the infpiring 

influence of an approving confcience will always 

enable us to fupport them with refignation. · This 

confolatory effect, which arifes from virtue, ex­

tends its influence through every clafs of fociety, 

and fuftains the peafant in the midfr of poverty 

with as firm and fecure a fuppo.rt, as the 1prince 

can derive from it furrounded with fplendor. To 

prove the truth of this obfervation, and difplay 

a few inftances of fuffering merit,. I £hall enter­

tain my readers with the humble Hifrory of the 

Watermen of Befons, and the interefting one of 

the fair 13athilda .. 

Upon a lovely eveni-ng, in the month of July, , 
a fmall party of friends, fond of admiring the 

varieties of nature, retired from -the brilliant cir.­

de of a crowded drawing-room, to enjoy its beau­

ties on the banks of the Seine. The conver­

fation impercepribly turned upon the elevations 

and degradations which pervaded fociety, when 

one of the party, by way of reconciling thefe 

varieties with the jufrice of an impartial Creator:, 

affirmed that happinefs ( which was far preferable 

to riches) was more frequently to be found be­

neath the humble roof of a thatched cottage, than 

I s within 
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within the palace of magnificence and wealth . 

" And fuppofe ( faid he) by way of proving my 

" hypothefis, we view the inhabitants of ~he 

" little hut before us; and I dare believe we 

" fuall behold ·the fmiles of contentment f weeten­

" ing the fare which indufrry has gaine.d, and 

" adding -a relifh to the wholefome viand·, which 

" culinary fkill could never befrow." 

It was immediately agreed that the experiment 

fuould be tried; and as they approached the hum-

· bJe dwelling, they were not a little afronifued at 

being regaled with the fmell of,. a rich matelote •. 

[ A favourite difh in France, compofed of eels 

frewed in wine, with fpice, &c. J " Here is 

<, fomething more favoury than the fmiles of 

·u contentment, however," faid a young lady of 

'the party,- addrefilng the gentleman who had pre­

pofed the plan; '' and if Happinefs is really the 

<' inhabitant o( Arcadia, 'Luxury, I fancy, has 

" been her lntrodullrefs. But," continued ilie, 

lifting- up the latch of the door, " I am impa­

,." tient to behold this ideal Di1.Jinity." 

The order 'of the tab1e, the cleanlinefs of the 

cloth, and the countenances of thofe who fur­
rounded 
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rounded it, were no lefs -fl:riking than the difu 

which fmoaked before them; and it was highly 

neceffary that fome one of the party fuould take 

upon them to apologize for fo unwarrantable an 

intrufion. 

" We were attracted," faid a young lady, of 

' the name of Adelaide, " by the delicious f mell of 

" your favoury matelote ; and ---" The 

_young woman who was placed at the head of the 

table ( furrounded by three lovely children) did 

not fuffer her to finifh the fentence, but, with a 

courtefy and hofpitality of manner that would 

h~ve done honour to a more elevated feat, m­

ftantly arofe, and offered her's. 

" Do ns>t let us interrupt you," continued 

Adelaide. " But if another evening you would 

" drefs exactly fuch another difh for us, and per­

" mit us to have the pleafure of partaking of it 

" in your cottage, we fuould confider ourfelves 

" yqur debtors, and make a grateful return for 

" your kindnefs." 

" Y ou ihall have a better than that, I pro-
' 

~, mife you," faid a ruddy-looking man, . ( appa-

l 6 rently 

• I 

• I 
l 
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rently about five-and-thirty,) whofe fmiling coun .. 
te?a11ce proved that-happinefs was the inmate of 

his' bre-ajf ; " and exactly fuch a one -as l ufed ta 

'' make-for the· Great Mogul,- unti-1 the-King of 
" Perfia carried me away with the reft of his 
" treafures. But I forgive him; becaufe ( though 
" he did not intend it) he-was the means of ·my 
" firft f~eing my dea,r Bathilda ;· and but for his 
" plundering my-mafter, I might have ended all 

" my days in India, without enjoying the happi­
." nefs of being either a hu!band or a father.'► 

u The Great Mogul! and the- King of Per­
" fi.a !" exclaimed the ladies. " What mar­
" vellous events· muft have marked your life· r 
" We lhould be. infinitely indebted to you, if 
'' you would· indulge us with ' the· relation of 

" them •. '' 

" Not very marvellous," replied the FHhertnan ; -
( for fuch they difcovered him to be,. by the nets 
which- were carefully fpread on the gi-afs before 

the ..cottage ; ) " becaufe they were the effects 
" of natural circumftances. And there is my 

· " father-in-law likewife, who has had as many 
" adventures as myfelf, will agree _with me rn . 

" this. 
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'' this opinion. He has feen fomething of life; 

" and would never have been here, if the watch 

" belonging to the Dey of Algiers had not want­

" ed repairing. And as to my beloved Bathilda-, 

" why, her fiory's more remarkable than any; 
" yet,· when you hear it, you will perceive that 
" caufe and effect follow one another with as 

" much regularity as day and night." 

The philofophy of the. cottager•s rea(oning in­

creafed their defire to be acquainted with his life; 

and it was unanimoufly determined that the next 

evening fuould be dev0ted to the hear.ing his 
adventures,, and the eating his matelote. 

Punctual to the ti,m.e, and eager for informa­

tion, the party arrived at this manfion of content­
ment, where the fmiling countenances of its.un­
ambitious inhabitants f~emed to infpire them with 

a portion of their own felicity. The matelou 

fmelt inviting, was ready to be ferved up; and 
the moment they were feated around the humble 

- board, the preparer of it began the following 
narration. · 

. "My 
. . 
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" My hiftory, fa.dies and gentl~men, . will not 

' be very · tedious ;. for. tho1Jg·µ l haye feen a 

" great deal of li(e,, it was aU compri_zed 

'' within .a few years.. This, ~ottage, -whicp is 

·"' the fcene of my h'appinefs,. belonged to my 

" fatheJ, ' Ni_cholas , Verpojs, who, . praB:ifing 

'' the trade I now follow, fupported his• f~1pily 

" in credit and refpectability._ But it: was not 

" merdy to his fl{ill in rowing and jijhing that 

-" he . owed. his for.tune ;: . for his art in: dreffing 

" mate lot es, and,other favoury difnes, gave fuch 

~" a degree of credit to our houfe, that he foon 

" became more reno,wne~-as a cook, than famous 

" as a waterman ; a._nci moft of the · -wedding­

" dinners within the vicinjty_ of the neighbour­

~ hood were ab.folutdy tli-e·fr in-this very houfe. 

" When I grew old ,enough to wait upon the 

·" guefts, I f upplied the place -0( a bett:er affift­

n ' ant ; ~and, from att~ndin.g to -t•he c0nverfations 

" •that paffed amongft the c◊-mpany.., I foon be...:. 

H gan to think I might imp-roye my fit-uation ; 

'' ana t'hat-' the-waiter -of -an inn, apd the ~di;effer 

" of a rnatelote, were degrading occupations for a 

" lad of fpirit. This idea had no fooner taken 

' poffeffion ~f my min.cl, than I began to form 

" a thoufand 
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o, a thoufand plans for my own aggrandizement; 
" and at length refolved to quit my father's houfe, . 
" and enter on board the firfi fui p I could meet 
" with that was bound to India. 

" This ill-judged fcheme was foon accom­
" plifhed; and in lefs than fix · months I was 
" tranfported to Indoftan. To obtain favour 
" with the Captain, I had difplayed my ikill in 
" the art of cookery; and, upon his arrival in 
" that land of luxury and gratifiGation, he boaft­
" ed of my _ abilities to the Nabob of Delhi 
" in fuch terms of pleafure and applaufe, that I 
" was immediately retained 1s king of the kitchen. 
" My fame foon reached the Emperor's court; 
" and, in confequence of it, I had the honour 
" of being engaged in his fervice. And there it 
" was, ladies, that I ufed to prepare his mate­

" lotes with the fame ingredients as that you are 
" now eating: and there I fhould now have been, 
'' if the King of Pedia's ambition had not im­
" pelled him to difturb the tranquillity of my 
" mafrer. Not contented with plundering the 
" provinces,- and flaughtering the foldiers, he 
" brought his army to the very gates of Delhi, 
" and taking poffeffion of the Emperor's pa-

" lace, 
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'-' lace, confidered me among. the number of hi6 

"fpoils. 

" It was in vain that I requefred to remain 

" with my royal mafrer. My culinary ikill had 

" been relate~ to t~e tyrant ; and though he 

" pretended a fondnefs for abfremioufnefs, yet 

" in his heart he was a complete epicure; and I 

" was very near forfeiting both I?Y liberty and 

" life, from his having forfeited himfelf by eat­

" ing a ragout, which I had fome difficulty to 

" perfuade him was not poifoned ; and, after his 

" recovery, I was carried into Perfia, where I 

" remained near feven years, during which. time 

" he was at war with the Turks. 

" Soon after his return to his capital, I was . 

" greatly alarmed by being fummoned into his 

" prefence, imagining I had incurred the ty­

" rant's difpleafure; but I had the happinefs of 

" finding he was not only pleafed with -my fide­

" lity, but intended to reward it by a beftowal 

" of liberty, from an idea that my high-feafoned 

" dillies had corrupted the tafies of the creatures 

" of his court. 

" I quitted 

.. 

1: 
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" I quitted lfpahan with the livelieft fenfa ... 
u tions of pleafure an<l delight ; and the firft 

" idea that occurred to my mind was, to return 

" immediately to my former mafi:er : but the 

" proofs I had received of the Emper_or's liberality 

" made me anxious to enjoy it amongfi: my fa­

,, mily and friends~ Wjth this intention 1 began 

" my journey, feafting my imagination with 

" the delightful prof pell: of liberty and inde­

" pendence in my native land. But, alas ! aH 

" my fchemes of ideal happinefs were defi:ined 

" to expire before I had quitted the Diarbec -

" plains. A body of Arabs unfortunately over-

" took me; and fancying themfelves intitled to 

" my newly-acquired wealth, robbed me of every 

" part of it, except a few fequins I had luckily 

" fecreted under my veft. -

" This, to be fure, was a fad fl:roke upon 

" me: but murmurs or difcontent would have 

" been of no avail. The Arabs I knew fup­

" ported themfelves by plunder; and it was 

" as much their bufinefs to praB:ife it, as it was ' 

" mine to feafon a matelote: but I was then in a 

" fpot where there were neither people to eat 

" or ingredients for dreffing it; and therefo(e it 
" was 
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" was neceffary for me, as foon as poffible, · to 

" get to fome plac~ where my Tu.ill as a cook 

" woul~ fl;lpply food fer my own exifl:en.ce~ Im­
,~ mediately 1 refolved to -make the befl: of mv 

• - ✓ 

H way to Aleppo, knowing I could eafily get a 
· ~, paffage from. thence to any of the _European 

'"' ports. There, then, ladies, I arrived, with~ 
,,, out any thing material happening during the 

~, courfe of. my tedi..ous journey ;. but there it. was 

'' tbar m~ .heart became fenfible of a tender im­
"' preffion, that will end bu_t with my life..~ 

'\ rt i_s thee cu1tom i.p thM com.~~rCiflL city to 

'' expofe the !lave§ ·whiCih are i_nt~n.ded for fale 
,:, ea~h day in the• open,·:mar~et-place; and as 

'~ 'I was exa):nini.IJ_g thofe unforeunate beings, the 

" appearance. of one a.mongft the nurIJber pep.i. 

" li~rly interefi:ed both my humanity and my 
" • heart. She was young,, .loyel y, interefl:ing,. 

" and unfortunate ;· and her count~nance vyas 

{' : expreffive of fuch exquifite fenfipility, tha~ an ­
~, anchorite 0)uld not have-beheld it with indif­
" ference. As I gazed· upon her charms,, and, 

., " commiferqted he.r for-rows, I. involuntarily 

" fighed forth in my own language, the f ympa­

~, thizing· exclamation of ' · Poor Gir:l !' with~ 

"out. 
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·c out fuppofing fhe would either attend to or 

" underfrand my meaning. But how was L 

" ai1oniilied at hearing her enquire who it was 

" that pitied her misfortunes ; and, in a frill 

"' lower tone of voice, conjure me, if _I was 

H a Frenchman, to fave her from falling into 

" the hands of the Infidels. Then it was thac 

" I firft bewailed my poverty, and curfed the 

'' rapacity of the inhuman Arabs. I repeatedly 

" counted my little hoard,, hoping, yet dreading)" 

" it would not obtain the ·pria;e. 

'-' Upon making application to her inhuman 

~, mafter, I had the misfortune of finding fhe 

'' was above my purchafe; and whilft I was, 

" ruminating upon fome plan for her deliver­

" ance, I had the mifery of feeing her difpofed 

" 0f to ahother. I had ·jun: time ro tell her my· 
" name, and the place of my abode, to lament 

" my poverty, and affure her of my friendfhip~ 

" when the old man who had purchafed her 

" interrupted our converfation; yet, as he led 

" her reluncl:antly away, I promifed I would 

" devife fome means for her enlargement, and· 

" conjured her, if poffible, to write to me at 

" Befons. Her <lifirefs at being torn from me• 
" was 
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" was more violent than., my own; yet, whilit 
" fobs almoft fi-i.Bed her utterance, :£he informed 
" me her name was Bathilda Loriz~I:l, an_d that 
" her father was in captivity as well as herfelf. , 

·. " The image of the unfortu-nate Hathrlda 
" eternally occupied or haunted my imagi~ation; 
" it went wi.th me from ,Aleppo to_ Smyrna, 
" from Smyrna to. Marfeilles,. a!1d from Mar .. 
"Jeilles to Befons. There it quitted me for 
" a lhort period; for the account I heard of my· 
" · father's death left the remembrance of his 
" tendernefs entire po!feffion of my mind. He 

. · ·" had periilied in an attempt to refcue fome men 
'"~ from drowning; and the idea, that had I re­
-" mained upon the fpot, I might have preferved 
" his exifl:ence, filled my bofom with remorfe 
" as well as forrow. Time-, however, le.lfened 
" thefe impreffions ; and Bathilda again took: pof .. 
" feffion of my mind with renewe,d foxce from 
" this temporary ab-fence .. 

" The hope of being enabled · to ref cue her 
" from fl.avery, made labour pleafing, an~ ap­
" plication light. I rofe early, toiled late, and 
~, ,. was unremitting~y affiduous to. increafe my 

" fiore• 
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u ftore. My labours were fortunately crowned 

" with fuccefs; and I was foon mafier of a furn 

" fufficient to refcue the object of my folicitude 

" from flavery. But where, alas ! was fhe to 

" be found, and which way was I to wander in 

" purfuit of her? My mind became a prey to 

" hope and expecl:ation, and I began to defpait 

" of obtaining my prize. 

" In this painful ftate of doubt and uncertain­

" ty, I was accidentally informed, there was to 

" be a proce.ffion at Paris of flaves who had re­

" cently been delivered from captivity, and it 

" was po.ffible my Bathilda might be of the 

" number. With trembling fteps, and palpita­

" ting heart, I haftened to the faene of hope 

" and fear ; but in vain. Bathilda, alas ! was 

" not amongft them. Grieved and difappointed, 

" I was about !to return, when the idea that 

" fome · of them might be able to inform me of 

" her fate, checked the intention, and revived 

" my hopes: and judge of the pleafure I muft 

" have experienced, when the firft I addreffed 

' ·' proved to be her father ! 

"The 
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" The interefi: I had taken in his daughter's 

" happinefs, was fufficient to recommend me 

·" to his favour _; and l found little difficulty in 

·" perfuading him t0 quit Paris with me, and 

'" fhare the comforts of my cottage at Befons. 

·" Though he was ,wholly ignorant of -the fate 

" of my Bathi~da:1 and gave up his mind to the 

" moil: gloomy prefages, yet the circumftance 

•ta of my having difcovered him in-fo extraordi­

,, -nary a manner.,, inf pi red my feelings with the 

+a:, moft pleafing confidence; and as Providence 

'" had brought about one fingul~r event, _ I in­

''" dulged the hope that he would produce ano­

·(lc ther. My father-in-law foon learned the trade 

"'" of a waterman; and here we lived in amity 

'" and expe8:ation, until the happy circumftance 

" occurred that reftored to our arms the beloved · 

·" obje8: of our inutual folicitude. But now, 

-i, 'ladies, it i's my father's turn to entertain · yoa 

.i4c with- his ad.ventures." 

(( 

(( 

I( 
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Part the Second. 

-c, My Story, ladies/' faid the father of Ba~ 
thilda, " can only entertain you as i_t is con­
" necl:ed with my child's-; and the moft extraor­

" dinary part of it is, that we !hould ever have 

" been re-united, after having fpent fo many 

" years,apart. But Providence, you know, di­

" recteth all events, .and his •power c.an accom­

" plifh in a moment what the ·efforts of humaa 

" nity would take ages to produce. 

" My 'fathe·r's fkill in the art of watch-making 

t, had raifed him to fuch a degree of eminence 

" in the trade, that Peter the -Great, having 

" heard of his abilities, earnefrly invited him to 

" the Ruffian Court; and, anxious to patronize 

" men of merit, gave him repeated marks both 

" of his favour and approbation. Pleafed with 

" the fmiles, and elevated with the patronage, of 

·" fo great a fovereign, my father looked forward 

" to my future aggrandizement ; and, inftead of 

" inftructing ·me in an art. by which I might have 
f . 

" m.rde an ample fortune_, was only anxious to 

4 " have 



Ig2 THE WATERMEN OF BESONS .• 

" have me initiated into the rules of fcience and 
" mathematics .. 

" From this error; fo common,. and yet f o 
" we.ak, in parents, I in fome meaf ure date my 

" -fobfequent misfortunes : for the intenfe appli­

" cation this ftudy required, was more injurious 
" to my health than the feverity of the climate; 

'' and my father, w·ho perceived its effect upon 

" my confl:itution, on his death-bed, conjured 

" me to -remove my family to a more fouthern 

" part of the Ruffian empire, and by -that means 

" expofed me to the incurfions of the Tartars. 
" The Czar's death, which had happened a 

" Jhort time before my father's; paved the way 
" to · the revolution that followed ; and the 

" change of meafures which were the refult 
" of it, wer.e fo oppofite to my political opi­

" nions, that I refo~ved to follow my father's 
" courifel, and remove my family to the banks 
" of the Volga. My wife, on whom I doated 

"' with an excefs of fondnefs, lived but a fhort 
·" time after this removal ; and had fue not left 
·" me a pledge of her affection, neither mathe­

"' matics or philofophy would have faved me 

'' from defpair ; but, in attempting to fupply 

" the 

,, 
(( 
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" the lofs my little infant had fufiained, my 
" mind was imperceptibly attracted from the 
" melancholy contemplation of my own. 

" In cultivating my farm, improving my 
" .fiaves, and in forming the mind of my Bathilda, 
" fifteen years paffed placidly away; and if I 
" had not regained happinefs, I certainly had 
" acquired tranquillity; when the fiorm which 
" had been at that period gathering, unexpected­
" ly burfi upon my devoted head. The Tartars, 
" who refide within the vicinity of the Volga·, 
" make frequent incurfions on the Ruffian terri,. 
" tories ; and, not fatisfied with plundering the 
" wretched inhabitants of their property, fome­
" times deprive them both of liberty and life. 

" A lawlefs band of thefe inhuman ruffians 
" forcibly broke into my peaceable abode; and 
" making themfel ves mafters of all my wealth, 
" tore from my arms their dearefi treafure. 
" Oh! when I reRect upon that night of horror, 
" when I re-trace the moment I was dragged 
" from my Bathilda, the agonizing pangs which 
" then rent my heart, feem even now to agitate 
" its motion ; and the fhrill cnes that pierced 

K "me 
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,-, me with their found, now feem to vibrate on 

" my awakened fenfes ! 
:, 

" Had I been fuffered to accompany her in 

-" captivity, or could I have known her intended 

" fate, flavery would have been deprived of half 

-<C its horrors; but_ the wretches who had taken 

" poffeilion, immediately rode away with their 

" prize ; and I was foon after fold to an aged 

~" Muffulman. The inactive and frudious life I 

" had led, rendered me incapable of a~y labori­

" ous employment ; and though I was allowed 

" to be docile and good-tempered, yet I was 

" confidered as a ufelefs kind 0f animal, and was 

4:c continually changing both my fituation and 

" -mafi-ers. 

" If the -weight of my misfortunes had not 

-" ; totally defiroyed the vigour of my mind, I 

" might have derived fa tis faction from variety 

" of fcene ; for I became the property of fo 

" many different people, that I travelled ove r 

" the greatefi- part of the 'eafl:ern globe. At 

" length I becarp.e fl:at ionary at D arnafcus ; and 

" my m4fier tFeated me with both affection and 

'' kindnefs : but jufi as I was congratulating 

" myfelf 

• I 

. 
' 
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cc myfelf upon the comfort of this eftablilh­

" ment, a trifling circumftance deprived me of 
" it. My i:_nafter, who was a believer in the 
·" doctrine of Pythagoras, ( that, at the diffolu­
" tion of life, the foul took poffeffion of fome 
" animal body; and remained in that ftate a cer­
" tain time, until it had expiated paft offences,) 
" unfortunately faw me chaftife a dog; and, 
-" iliocked at my having been guilty of what he 
" confide red an unpardonable crime, refol ved to 
"' get rid qf fo great ~ finner; and I was accord­
"' ingly fold to the Dey of Algiers, who had 
" fent to Damafcus for an interpreter of Ian .. 
" guages. 

" I foon difcovere'd thaf, under the appearance 
" of fagacity, this man concealed the moft futile 
" weaknefs ; and, under the mafk of acquiring 
" knowledge, he me~elf indulged a childifh 
" curiofity. Although he was eternally afking 
" queftions, and appearing amazingly interefi-ed 
"' in the replies, yet he was always fatis.fied 
'' with the moft equivocal anfwers, provided 
'-' they were given with an air of importance ; 
u yet he was extremely petulant and froward; 
'-' and if I had not replied to all his ridictilous 

K 2 " interrogations, 
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" interrogations, would immediately have given 

" way to the mofr violent fit of paffion. One 

" evening, when he had wearied me with re­

,, quiring definitions of things that could hardly 

" be defined, he defired me to inform him what 

" became of the falling Jlars. Had 1 told him 

" that the {tars were fixed bodies, and that the 

'' fall of the mofr minute one would conflagrate 

,-c the earth; or that the luminous and dcfcend­

" ing light, which he denominated a falling ftar, 

" was occafioned by two fmall clouds paffing 

" over each other, · filled with fulphureous or 

" nitrous exhalations ; he would have bee!} en­

" raged almofr to madnefs : but when I inform­

" ed him they compofed new moons, be was per­

'> fecl:ly fatisfied with the explanation, childifh­

" ly demanding what became of the old ones: 

" and this quefrion I eafil y fol ved, by faying 

" they ,broke in pieces, and formed freih frars. 

" Upon enquiring whether we had fun, moon, 

" or frars, belonging to my country, I anfwered 

" in the negative, adding, that the people there 

" were farisfied with ben€fiting from the ufe -of 

" his. The manifeft fuperiority which he en­

" joyed was highly gratifying to bis puerile 

" imagination; and he ever after feemed to cod--
., fider 
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" fider himfelf as the only being of importance, 

" in the creation. 

" A trifling circum:CT:ance, however, foon oc­

" curred, which difrurbed the tranquillity of 

" his magnanimous mind, but was th; means of 

" ref cuing me from captivity. A time-piece, of 

" of which he was extravagantly fond, and 

" which he imagined was under the direction of 

" forne Jupernatural power, fuddenly refufed to 

" perform its diurnal courfe with that degree of 

" regularity to which it had been accufromed. 

c, Sometimes it would intirely frop; and at others 

" proceed with a rapidity of motion, that feem­

" ed to convince its mafrer its was anxious to re­

" cover the _time it had fo fluggiihly loft. The­

" Dey declared it had loft its fenfes, and pro­

" mifed a mofr liberal reward to the perfon who 

" fhould be fortunate enough to reftore them. 

" The whole palace was abfolutely in terror at 

" the event, arid it was confidered by all as 

" a moft unlucky omen. 

" Fortunately for me, I had, when a boy, 

" paid fome attention to my father's bufinefs ; 

" and the hope of being enabled to obtain my 

... ; K 3 " liberty, 
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" liberty, induced me to-undertake the extraor­

" dinary cure. The_ Dey was enraptured at th~ 

cc idea of its recovery, -and moft facredly pro­

" mifed I fhould ~btain my freedom. l'v1y under­

« taking was attended with the moft complete' 

" fucce[i;; and . my mafter's joy could only be 
" equalled by my own. The liberty he ·had 

-'' promifed was immediately granted, and I quit-­

" ted Algiers in a tranfport of delight. J uft at 

" the period of my emancipation, feveral other 

" captives were redeemed from flavery; and 

" it was refolved immediately, upon our arrival· 

" in Paris, we fhould form a pi-oceffion, and 

" return .public thanks. With the refult of thjs, 

'"' _ ladies, you are already acquainted; and I have 

" only to hope my Story has not been wholly 

" unentertaining." 
I I 

Part the Third. 
_. • I 

J ' 

cc I SHALL begin my Story, ladies, (faid 

" the frill beautiful Bathilda,) from the moft 

" diftreffing circumftance that could occur to a 

,< girl who had fcarcely attained her fifteentli 
1 

' ' year ; I mean the being torn from the ihelter~ 
' ' " ing 

re 

I( 

" ,, 
I( 
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" ing arms of a fond and an indulgent parent. 

" The ·ipfhuB:ions I had received from my ear­

,, liefr infancy, had all tended to infpire me with 

" the love of virtue; and I was taught to believe 

" the Divine Being would never f~rfake thofe 

" who followed all his precepts. This reliance 

" upon the guardian:lhip of heaven enabled me 

" to fupport the feverity of the blow; and 

" though I trembled with horror at my perilous 

" fituation, yet the idea of an invifible Protector 

" cheered me amidfr the dreadful fcene. 

« The inhuman wretch who had forced me' 

« from my father, placed me relucl:antly upon 

" his horfe; and, inattentive to my prayers and 

" perfuafions, foon bore me from the fight of my 

" dear abode. Vv e travelled for fome miles with 

" amazing rapidity, and it was with difficulty i 
" retained my uneafy feat. At length we arrived 

" on a fpacious plain, where the tents that fur­

" rounded it convinced me it mufi be a camp. 

" My appearance attracted a crowd of beholders, 

" all of whom congratulated my companion on 

" the prize he had obtained; whilfl: he, infiead 

" of appearing flattered by their applaufe, ap­

" peared to view them with envy and difhuft. 

K 4 " "\Vhen 
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" When thefe barbarians had quitted the te.1-1t, 
" he invited me to partake of- his fanguinary re­
" paft, which merely confifred of undrefr food. 
" From this iliocking meal I turned with difguft, 
" when he fetched me fome milk, and infifi:ed 
-'~ upon my taking it. I was too much in his, 
" power to difpute his authority, and fubmiffi.ve­
~, Jy drank ,the beverage he commanded. The 
" horror of my fituation is not to be defcribed; 
H and the dread of being for ever feparated from 
" the dear author of my exifi:ence, fo completely 
" overpowered and agonized my feelings,_ that I 
" gave way to the mofi: violent paroxyfms of 
'' forrow. Wholly unmoved by the violence of 
" my: affiicl:ion, he fuddenly completed his can-­
." ' nib al rep aft ; then [ preading a bear fkin in one 
" corner of the tent, taught me> by a fign, it 
" was intended for my repofe. 

" Exhaufred by the violence of my grief> and 
'' fatigued by the exertion of my long journey,. 
" I filently recommended myfelf to the care of 
" heaven ; and ftretching my weary limbs upon 
" the uneafy pallet, unexpectedly enjoyed a re ... 
" fre!hing flumber. 

" At 
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" At an early hour the next morning I wa~ 
« again mounted behind my conduct.or, and hur­
" ried away to the port of Azoph, where I was 
" fold to an emiifary of the Grand Seignor's,_ 
" who, attr:ict.ed by my beauty, purchaf-ed me 
" for the S~raglio. During my voyage I was 
" treated both with ref pea and kindnefs ; and,. 
" ignorant of the defriny that awaited me, my 
" mind acquired a degree of compofure. On 
" my arrival at the Grand Seignor's palace, I 
" was placed under the care of fever al duennas, 
" and, together with fome other girls of my 
" own age, inftruB:ed in thofe arts i;n.oft likely to 
6' render us ple~fing. 

cc The thoughts of being feparated from my 
" b~loved father embittered every moment of my 
" life, and I was frequently rebuked for an in­
" dulgence of melancholy, and told that I ought 
" to confider myfelf both fortunate and happy .. 
" I had long been anxious to difcover for what 
" we were defigned; but the vigilance of our 
" governeffes precluded the poffibility.of private 
" converfation. At length, however, I con­
~, trived to elude it, and had the mifery of dif­
<l covering my future defriny. 

" The 
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" The idea of permitting liberties from a 

" man, was to me the mo.ft !hocking that could 
" enter the imagination ; and, rather than fub­
u mit to the Sultan's embraces, I determined to 
" deftroy my own exiftence. - Whenever he 
" condefcended to vifit,our aparpnent, I made a· 

" point of appearing both glo_omy and dejected , 
" and by that means I had 'feveral times· the hap­

" pinefs of efcaping unnoticed_; or of being dif~ 

'' approved .. 

H The Sultana, his mother, frequently came 

" to fee us ; and as her fon w~s the general fob-
" ject of her c~nverfation, fhe accidentally in- -
" formed us of an infurmountable weaknefs, and 
u lamented, with tears, his unconquerable anti-
" pathy both to cats and mice. Soon after I had 
" obtained thi.s intelligence, 1 had the misfor--
" tune to attract this potent monarch's obferva-
·" tion, who, apologizing for the-neglect he had· 
" [hewn me, feerned anxious to obtain my fa-
" - vour · by· a. mofb ma-rked and decided pre-
~, ference, 

'" With the moft melancholy and dejecR-ed .air, 
~, I faw myfelf attir~d with eaftern magnificence,. 

· " and 

(( 
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(C and was feverely rebuked by my old governef~ 

" for my ingratitude and infenfibility, on an oc­

" cafion of fuch exultation and triumph. After 

" having been abfolutely bathed with perfumes, 

" I was condulted by the Prime l\1inifrer to the 

" Sultan's apartment; and though I was refolved 

" to avoid h_is careffes, my footfteps could fcarce-. 

" ly' fopport my tottering frame. 

" The moment his attendants had quitted)th~ 

" apartment, the Sultan endeavoured to baniili 

'' my timidity; but whilft he was trying to rally 

" my courage, his own fuddenly forfook him, 

" by my well-feigned imitation of the mewing 

" of a cat. Infrantly fpringing from his recum.:. 

" bent pofture, he loudly vociferated, ' A cat ! 
" a· cat !·' and, before any of his pages could ar­

" rive to his affifrance, the fright deprived; him 

" both of fenfe and motion. ' 

" The Sultana~s a:ffifrance was immediat_ely 

" called ; and the palace fearched to find the 

" animal ; and, upon thejr not being able to dif_. 

" cover it, £he endeavoured to perfuade him the 

" alarm had arifen merely from the effect of his' 

" own imagination. I was ready, however, to, 

, " confirm 
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" confirm his prejudice, and il:edfafi:ly maintain­
" ed that I had _ heard a cat. This- alarming 
" circumfi:ance ( as I expected) had fo comple-tely 
" effected both his health and fpirits, that he was 
" utterly incapable of enjoying my fociety; and 
" I was remanded back to my own apartment 
" with the fame degree of ceremony as attended: 
" my quitting it. 

" Ui1fufpicious of the trick that had been 
" played him, and anxious to convince me of 
" the warmth of his affection, I was invited to 
" the (aloon on the following evening. The 
'' moment h~ beheld me, he arofe from his feat; 
" and f~izing my hand with an air of tendernefs~ 
" preffed it to his bofom, and placed me by his. 
~, fide. There I had been but a little time 
'' feated, _ wh~n I contrived, un.perceived,_ to 
" fcratch againfi: the. cuihions ; and foo.q, ~ad th@ 
" pleafure ~f abferving_ his c9untenance rapi.dl y 
"' _undergo ·a variety of changes. I pretended 
~, ignorance of the caufe, and anxioufly inquired 
" into the fi:ate of his health; but, without w~it­
" ing to relieve my folicitude, he ran out of the 
'-' faJoon, and re.tire.cl to his clof et. .• • 
l • ) 
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" The circumftances of the cat and moufa 

" both intruding upon the Sultan during my 
" vifits, called forth the fufpicion of his lady 

" mother; and my governefs having found a 

,, French book in my poffe:ffion> perfuaded her 

" that I underftood forcery, and, by the affifr.:;. 

-~, ance of that infidious machine, had the ·power 

" of attracting whatever animals were obnox­

" ious to her fon. N otwithftanding the futility 

" of this idea, it obtained belief with the credu­

" lous Sultana; and the Sultan had already fuf.,. 

" fered fo feverely in my prefence, that he was 

" not anxious to expofe himfelf to a repetition 

" of it. 

" It was accordingly determined that I fhould 

" quit the Seraglio; and I was fent as a prefent 

" to a Perfian Prince, who inhabited one of the 

'' Emperor's palaces at Adrianople. This young 

" man, who was extremely amiable, ufed every 

" means in his power to infpire my bofom with 

" a mutual tendernefs ; and difintereftedly pro .. 

" mifed, if he could not fucceed, to reftore me 

" my freedom at the expiration of three months. 

" This generous intention was, however, de­

" feated by the cruel machinations of. his in-

4 " fKlious 
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" fidious , enemies, who, infread of openly dif­

'' clofing their defi.gns, broke into his palace, 

" and carried him into captivity. 

" The misfortunes of the Pr.ince were attach .. 

" ed to his flave; and I was conveyed from 

" Adrianople, to be fold at .Aleppo. There it 

·" was that I firft beheld Andrew, and that the 

c.c foothings of his f ympathy feemed for a moment 

" ta. blunt the edge of my forrow. The abandon­

" ed libertine whom he faw make the purcha(e, 

" was more to· be dre·aded than the monarch of a 

" Seraglio-; but the Power which had guarded 

" me in fuch perilous fituations, unex~eB:edly 

" refcued me from the tyrant's hands, and I be­

" came tne property of another mafter. 

. -

" ' You will not think my fituation much im-
" " proved, when I tell you I was purchafed from 

" him by a ~arbary · corfair,' with an intention 

" of carrying me to 0rand Cairo; and nothing 

" could have -faved me from the melancholy fate ­

" of again being im_m~red within the walls of a 

" Seraglio, but our providentially encountering 

<c a ~Ialtefe galley, which being fuperior in for~e 

" to our trading veifel, eafil'y boarded, and took 

" poifeffion of her. 
" This 

(( 
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cc This was a ref cue from the jaws of defiruc­
~, tion, and I became the property of one of the 
'' mo.fr amiable of men. The Chevalier de 
" Laney ( that- was his name) at fir.fr appeared 
" ftruck with my beauty and misfortunes ; but 
" finding me not inclined to lifien to · his paf­
" fion, he generoufly proved himfelf a difinte­
" refted friend . Accident convinced me he had 
"' a prior attachment, and I conjured him to re-
" commend me to the fervice of the -lady. Our ' 
'-l veffel was bound to the port of Marfeilles, 
" and the lady in quefiion refided in Paris. The 
" praifes of the Chevalier were a paffport to her 
" favour, and I was received with affecl:ion, 
" and entertained with kindnefs. 

" If I could ever have forgotten Andrew's 
" folicitude, my vicinity to Befons would have 
" reminded me of it ; but, from the painful mo­
" ment of our feparation, his image had been 
" engraven upon my remembrance; . and foon 
" after my arrival in Paris, I perfoa<led my mif­
" trefs to make an excurfion Jn the Seine. We 
" foon reached the fpot I was fo eager to behold, 
" and I faw the object of my gratitude and 
<c efieem. Unable to rep refs the delight. of my 

" fenfations, 
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" fenfations, I .fuddenly uttered an expreffive ex­

t, clamation. But how fhall I defcribe my ex~ 

"'' cefs of joy, when in the fpace of a few mo-
,, ments I found myfelf encircled in iny loved · 

<"1: parent's arms ! The Chevalier and my mifrrefs 

"' participated in our happirtefs, and promifed to 
~, return to be prefent at our wedding. The 

'' joy and felicity which we now experience, 
'" amply compenfates for pafr misfortunes ; and 
" as we have been tried in the fchool of adver-

" fity, we !hall never be likely to grow arrogant 
u from profperity • 

. 
Obfervatiims on the preceding Story. 

. ' 
THE confoiation which is derived from a re-

liance upon Providence, enables us to fupport the 
moft fevere misfortunes; and whilft our hearts 

acquit us of 1ntentional indifcretions, we may 
boldly. brave the arrows of adverfity. 

FIN Is. 
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