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AI\1 USEMENT HALL, 

&c. Be. 

A1\1USE.tv1ENT HALL, though not a 
fuperb, is a handfome firuRure, fitu

atcd in a delightful fpot, on a rifing ground, 
commanding a plcafing view of the high 
road and adjacent country. The furround
ing hills arc intedj_)erfcd with hauging woods 
and fl1ady groves, the manfions of the opu .. _ 
1cm, and the cottages of the poor: thus is 
tl1c eye gratified with an cxtcnfive profix~a, 

.u , ·bile 
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while the divcrfified fcenes that it e;\hibits, 

afford ample rnateriais for contemplation to a 

reDeEling mind. The furniture of the houfc 

is elegantly neat; the library, though not 

large, contains many valuable pro<lu81ons. 

Mrs. Smith, the proprietor of this rnanfion, 

is defcendcd from an ancient family: {he 

pofTc ffes this cfl;.1tc in her own rjght, bciides 

an ample fortune left her by 11r. Srnitb. 

She is generous, though not profufc: no 

objecl of difirefs is puffed by unnoticed; 

fhe difl6butes not her bounty through the 

hands of fervants, but vifits the cottages 

herfelf, and relieves them that arc in " ·ant, 

according to their various nccdiitics. As 

induflry leads to happine[~, ihc finds em

ployment for the poor fuitc<l to their c1bi

litics: there are none idle in the village; 

the children arc cmployc<l according to 

their ditlcrcnt ages, an<l arc taught to 

read and write under her o,\·n infj)cc

tion. Her company -- is fought by t:1e 

lovers of literature: her convcrfation is 

eafy and unaffcOc<l; {he fccks not to kill 
umc, 
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time, but to improve it, and therefore never 
finds it hang heavy on her hands. By the 
cheerfulnefs of. her temper, her happinefs is 
made apparent to all: even thofe who follow 

a round of folly and diffipation, approve 

of her conduEl, though they have not refo-
1 ution to imitate it. 

I-:Ier fifier, Mrs. Denew, is alfo a very 
amiable character, and has the happinefs of 
being united to a worthy gentleman, whofe 
manners and difpofition accord with her 
own. They are bleffed with feveral chil
dren. Amelia, the eldeft daughter, pof
fdfes every advantage which can be derived 
from education, good fenfe, and an amiable 
difpofition. She was about ten years of 
age, at the period to which ·his little hiftory 
refers, and had jufr obtained permiffion of 
her papa and mamma to pay a vifit to her 
aunt at Arnufement Hall, which was about 
twenty miles from I\1r Denew's. 

Upon Amelia's arrival, the following con
verlation took place . 

B 2 MRS. 
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MRS. SMITH. 

J am g1ad to fee you, my dear, 
Amufemcnt I-Ia11; I hope your 
will give you leave to fpend forne 
with me. 

Al\1ELI:\., 

. 
agam at 

rnarnma 

months 

My mamma was with difficulty prcvni!c<l 
on laft fummer to part with me, foarh1g your 
indulgence would f poil me; but when I re. 
turned home, my papa and mamma wc1 ~ 

both pleafed to find me fo much improved, 

and faid, if my aunt requcficd it, my \'iJit 
fhould be longer next time. When your 

letter came, I jumped for joy! :t\1 y brothers 

and lifters cric cl~ Pray, mamma, let me ,go
pray, rnamma, let me go. lvfamrna t.ol<l 

them, tbat they muH flay till the:· were old 

enough to leave the nurfery. 
1\1 It S. S ).I I T II • 

My dear, it is time you i'hould have fomc 
refrcfhmcnt after your journey; jufl touch 
the bell, that I may or<lcr tea. I-low doe:s 
your little friend Mi fs Laura do ? 

• I 

f • 
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A:VlELIA. 

She was almo{t wild when I told her l 
had an invitation to Amufernent Ha1I, 

and teazed her papa every day to let her 

come with me. He told her he could not 

take the liberty to fend f uch an ungovern

able. rude girl to you, efpecially without an 

invitation. \Vhen I took leave of her, fhe 

cried fo, I thought the poor creatui·c would 

haye broken her heart; but indeed, aunt, 

ihe ahvays does fo when fhe can't have her 

own way; her pap·a is fo good, that he does 

not deny her any thing in his power to grant, 

and will not fuffer her to be contradiaed; 

yet fhe is not happy. 

1\1 R S, S .:\11 T II. 

That is owing to her p~pa's over fonclnefa, 

which prevents him from feeing her faults. 

A.ME LI,\. 

I am f ure my papa and mamma fee my 

faults plain enough. 

11 R S. S £'1 I TH• 

So much the better for you, my dear. 



,J 

6 AM l.i SE )1 E}; T HALL. 

1\.:UEI.IA. 

Indeed, madam, I fhou1d like it bettc r, 
if they did not fee them; for then they 
would never be angry with me. 

MRS , SMITH. 

But, my dear cbild, is it not more to 
your advantage for your friends to fee your 
faults, than for others, ·who might make the 
fame remarks on you, as you do on l\1ifs 
Laura? It is in love to you that your pa
rents admonifh and correa you, that yon 
may appear amiable in the eyes of the world; 
and when you attend to their infiruEtions and 
reproofs, it endears you the more to them : 
were your mamma to leave you to do and 
fay jufi ,vhat you p]cafe, 1 fear you would 
be as unhappy as Mifs Lloyd, who, if under 
proper government, might, in every refpea, 
equal, if not exceed, my dear Amelia. She 
is greatly to be pitied. She has lolt her 
mamma: her papa is much engaged, and 
the poor girl is left to the care of !ervants, 
who arc never to contradia her. She is 
very lively, far from being of a bad difpo-

fi.tion, 
L 
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fition, and, if :fhe had the ad vantage of 

good inftruRion, not ungovernable. 

Al\I EL I A. 

Oh, my dear aunt, will you fend for 

Laura ? You can make her happy, I am 

fure. 

MRS. s:MITH. 

I am very willing, my dear, to comply 

,\'iLh your requdl, and will write to :tvlr. 

Lloyd this cYening. I think Ivlifs Lloyd 

is about your own age. 

A::\I EL I A. 

I believe :fhc is a few n1onths older. 

l\frs. Smith recei vcd, by return of pofi, 

a Yery polite letter of thanks from !vlr. 

Lloyd, accepting the invitation, and ex 

prciiing the mortification he felt in not be

ing able to accompany his daughter, as he 

wc1 ::, about to fct off on a journey of fome 

weeks, but would fend her the next <lar. 

Amelia, i!npaticnt to fee her little friend, 

was itanding at the \\indow when !\1r. 

Llo} d's carriage arrived. She flew to re-

• 
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ceive her, and, on introducing !\.1ifs Lloyd 

to her aunt, faid, Now, madam, you have 

made me happy, for I do love Laura. 

:MRS. S~IITH. 

1vI y dear :i\1ifs Lloyd, I am very happy 
to fee yon. I hope you and Amelia will 

improve eac11 other. 
L,\URA. 

I am much obliged to you, madam, for 

fending for me j I am fure I {hall enjoy my. 
felf with Ameliaj for I fuppofe a11 our time 

will be f pent in play. 
?-.IRS. S11ITH. 

I mean that all your time fhall be f pent 

in amuf erncnts. 
L.\URA. 

Then, madam, I fhall not fail to · be 

happy. 
MRS. SMITH; 

Amelia, I Ihall leave you to entertain 

}.1lifs Laura in my abfencc, '"hich will not 

be iong. 

On Mrs. Smith's return, fhc is f urprizccl 

to End Laura in tears! 
MRS. 

' r. 

r.: 

ca 
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MRS. SMITH. 

\Vhat is the matter? 
Al\1ELIA. 

Laura's grief is occafioncd by my anf wers 

to her enquiries concerning our amufements. 

\Vhcn I told her, the morning was to be 

fpcnt in working and reading, fhc burfi out 

a crying, and faid fhc ihould wifh herfelf at 
home again. 

MRS. SMITH. 

Pray, Mifs, dry up your tears; you {haH 

choofe your own amufeme·nts; but Amelia 

nrnfl have the fame liberty. 
LAUR A, 

\Vl1at then, muft I play by myfelf? I 

cannot believe work can be any amufcment 

to her, only £he is forced to do it. 

AM.ELIA. 

Indeed, my dear Laura, you arc rnif

ta ken. I fhould think a day very tedious, 

in which I did not do any work: beficle,-,, 

you cannot think what plcafurc I find in 

"orkillg with my rnarnrna. You would ha\ e 

thou 0 ht I was well repaid, had you Leen 

how plcafccl my papa was with the firfl D1irt 
I 
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I finifhed. He faid he fl1ould ever look on 
it with plcafure, as his dear Amelia ·s little 
fingers had been employed in making it; 
and it was fhewn to all our friends, !o that 
I had praifes in abundance; but the more I 
was praifed, the more I loved my mamrna, 

'LA URA. 

I am furc I iliould have loved rnyfolf the 
more. Did not you make it? 

AMELIA. 

Yes! but think, Laura, ·what I owe to 
mamrna, who infirufted me. I am often 
told what a clever girl I am; but mamma's 
kind inihuftions make me fo; and yet fl1e 
lets me have all the praife : how can I help 
loving her more and more every day! 

LAURA. 

Wel1, I think we have had enough about 
work; let us go and play in the garden. 

MRS, SMITH. 

Go, my dear children; I will join you 
prcfently. 

A :-.r EL IA. 

I-Icre comes my aunt. 

LA l 1 RA,' 

f-
' 

I, 
l J 
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LAUR A. 

I don't like your gardener, madam: my 
papa would have turned his away, were h 

as idle as your's: look at this piece . of 
ground! fee how it lies all in diforder, and 
covered over with weeds! it fpoils the view 
of the whole garden; for it flrikes one's at

tention the moment one enters. 

!\1 RS. S M 1 T II . 

Amelia~ take this book into the parlour; 

we {hall foon follow you.-M y gardener, 

yeller<lay, was at work at this bed; but, by 
my orders, left it in the fiate in which you 
now fee it. I was in hopes it might afford a 

ufcful leffon to Mifa Lloyd, and it gives me 

pleafure to find it has firuck you jufl as I 
wifhed it fhould. I have known you fn)m 

your infancy; and with concern pcrcei 0 ·e, 

that to this hour your mind has continued 
uncultiYatecl, as the piece of ground before 

you. Your exterior form attrac:1s our c:ttcn. 

tion; and you are blef!ed ,vith a large ,J-11 re 

of vivacity: from fuch an appea1ance we 
have much to expect: but I am forry to 

fay it, the prevailing qualities of your mind 

are 



, I 

12 A .:\1 USE :.1 ENT H .\LL. 

arc fo many moral weeds; and yon mufi 
11ot wonder if they arc foon difcovered and 
k\·ercly ccnfured. YVc arc apt to pafs by 
a hundred beauties unnoticed, if but one 
Jlriking clcfc8- appears, as you have jufl 
now done. n-Iy ~ardencr has taken pecu. 
liar care of the furrouncling beds; obferve 
the order in which they lie, and the Yariow~ 
flowers th;,it adorn them; all thcfc you paf
fcd by unnoticed, to obfcrvc that this un
cu lti vatc<l plat fi)oils the whole. So it is, my 
dear, ·with young ladies, however pretty 
they may think themfelves, if their mind 
are uncultivated, and unadorned with ufe
f ul 1-.nowledge. 

L.\ "C' R .\. 

J\Iadmn, you {hock me \\ ith the pifturc 
you have drawn! yet I own, with fhamc, it 
is too juft a likencf.) of myfelf. Indeed, I 
love nothing but play, and abhor "orking 
and reading. I w i_fl1 I was like .Amelia; 
but I fear I never fhall be. 

~ 

1\1 R S. S 11 I TI!. 

You mufi not be dikouraged, if you 
f meet ,,·ith a few difficulties, which Amelia 

did 

, . 

L 

r 



dicl not, having been led in the paths of 

knowledge from her infancy. \Y'hat fay you 
to being of our party to-morrov1 n1orning ? 

LAU RA. 

Mofl: wil1ing1y, madam: I intend, for 

the firfl: time, to prefer reading and working 

to play; but I mufl: beg of you to c2.ll me 
Laura, that I may be the fame as your 

Amelia; for I intend to be very good . 
.i\l R S. S :\J I TH. 

Then, my dear Laura, you fl1all not want 

for encouragement; but Amelia will think 

us long. 

The next morning ~.frs. Smith renewed 

the propofal fhe had made the day before, 

to "hich poor Laura, inconfiant to her re

folution, rep1ied : 
LAt::Rs\. 

Pray, madam, excu{c me to day: I foa1l 

lofc all my fpirits to fit yaw11i11g at work now 

the fun D1ines; I ·want to run about the 

garden. 

C .MRS. 
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11 R S • S i11 T H • 

I alw2.ys keep my word: I prornifed you 
the choice of your amufements; you are at 

liberty to go. 

LAU RA. 

But I want Amelia to go with me .. 
MRS. SMITH. 

That I cannot permit; 

Laura goes out, and in about an hour 
afi.cr is heard fcreaming and crying. 

.A:\! EL 1 A. 

I am afraid, madam, forne accident has 
happened to Laura. 

MRS. S :'II ITH. 

A flrange fcrearning, indeed! I will go 
and fee what is the matter. 

1t1rs. Smith finch her kicking againft the 
kitchen door. 

M R S. S ;'\1 I TH. 

Laura, you furprize me! what is all this 
uproar about? 

,:.. 

LAV R.A, 

k 

0 

' 
JP, 

)I 

re 

' ,J 
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LAV RA. 

11o1ly has {hut me out of the kitchen. 
1\1 R S. S 11 I TH. 

The kitchen is not the place for young 
ladies. 

LAURA. 

But Il1e had no need to pu{h me out, and 
lock the door. 

l\I R S. S M I T H., 

I fear you have behaved very much arnifs, 
or elfc Molly ,vould not have treated you 
in this manner. Come into the parlour.
,vhat _a frock! how dirty ! and what a great 
rent in it ! how happened all this? 

L.'\liRA. 

It KaS- Rover that did it; he played very 
prettily for f ome time with me in the plca
fure-ground; but when we came by the 
£fh-ponds he jumped in: \\:hen he came 
out, he ran and rolled himfelf in the duft, 
and then jumped upon me. I was fo 
vexed to fee the nafiy condition he made my 
frock in, that I took up a Hick and beat 
him; upon which he feized on my frock, 

c 2 and 
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and tore it; I endeavoured to get rid of 

him, but he Hill kept his hold . I ran fcrc:-irn
ing into the 1-.ilchcn; 11ol1y laughed at me, 
v hich Io provoked rnr, thc:t I fl ruck her: 
:fhc then turned me out. rm fure none <,f 
my papa's Iervants would have dared to <lo 

fo. 
J\I RS. S ),[ l T II. 

l\follv was ccrtainlv ,vrmw to 1au 0 h at ✓ , ':) ._, 

yonr diH:rcfa; but that docs not jufiil) yonr 
condufl.. 1 cannot r,crmit nny child to flriLe 
one of my !~ n ant~. I 111 u fl, t hcrcf'urc., . 

i11fiil (m your afk111g b'"'r p,n'r1 

. ,.o, rbat I ncvtr ,-..ill. 
:,1 R :, . S 1\1 l 'l' [ l . 

: I fhall not a<lmit y011 into my prc_frnrc 
1 ill yon do. As you do not frcm d1 fiJ()fc<l 
immediately to comply, you may re:tire to 

your chamber, and confider of it. I fhall 
not u!e an) intreatics, or foe you again till 

you have cbcyccl my commands : your ill~ 

humour "·jll be no interruption to me. 

I 

I 
1. 

f,' 

a 

,0 

ili 

hn 
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AMELIA. 

Permit me, aunt, to go and perfuade 

Laura to comply with your commands. 

MRS. S?\llTH. 

Not at prefcnt, my dear: when your 

morning employment is over, I {hall leave 

you to follow your own inclination. 

A11E LI A. 

Ilere comes Laura, with a clean frock and 

a fmiling face ! 
LAUR.-\. 

I hope, madam, you will forgive rn:.:: I 

am quite afl1amed to think I have been fo 

long before I obeyed your commands; nor 

fhould I have done it now, had it not been 

for the kind pcrfuafion of Nanny. I told 

her 1 never would f ubrnit to ail( J\1olly's 

pardon. She faid, I am forry to hear you 

fay fo, l\1ifs; you hatl much better do it at 

firH, for yon mu{l at bn, as my miflrefs 

never retraRs her word. J replied, I'll fret 

and crv, and then Mrs. Smith \\ill let me , 

come down into the parlour, ldl I fl1ould be 

ficlc Ko, Ivlifs, faid Die, you are quite 

mifiaken, if ) ou think to g::iin any thing by 

c 3 that;_ 
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that; for my mifirefs would order you to 

have water-gruel, and be put to bed. I told 
her I could never bear that. Then it ·will 
be very eafy for you, Mifs, to anz Molly to 
forgive your firiking her. She then left me, 
and returned with Molly, who faid, I am 
come Mifs Lloyd, to a{k your rardon for 
being fo rude as to laugh at you. I fiarted 
up, No, Molly, it is I that ought to afk 
your pardon for {hiking you, and I do it 
£ncerely. 

1 ihall always have an efieem both for 
~1olly and Nanny for their kindncfs to me; 
and nolv, madam, if I obtain your forgive ... 
11efs., I :fhall be quite happy again. 

M R S. S ~I I T II. 

That you freely have: but I mufl · cau
tion you not to give way to your paffions.,. 
as that has been the caufe of all the moru
fications you have 1net with to-day. -I \\ iil 
tell you a little Fable, that I hope you will 
gain inftruaion by. 

A Bear, that was Hung by a Bee, was fo 
enraged by the pain he felt, tbat he ran, 
like a mad thing, into the bee garden, and 

over-

C 

r, 

\' 

\' 

t 
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1 overturned all the hives. This outrage 

brought upon him an army of bees. ,Being 

almoil flung to death, he reflcEled how 

much more prudent it would have been, 

to pafs over one injury, than by rafi1 paffion 

to provoke a thoufand. 

LA URA. 

If I had put up with the injury Rover 

<lid me, I fi1oul<l have faved all the coufe

quences that followed. I will endeavour to 

remember this fable, when any thing pro

Yokes me again. 

M!tS. SMITH. 

I hope you will; for it js unbecoming a 

young lady to give wa.y to refentmeut. I 

am Ycry glad you have !ecn your error. 

After dinner Amelia fhall repeat to you a 

ftory which fhe has been reading this morn-
. 
1ng. 

LAURA. 

I am fure I could not remember, fo as 

to repeat a ftory, the next rninute after I 

had read it. 

MRS. 
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l\I :~ S. S :\1 IT II. 

I am perfuaded it is for want of atten
tion, rather than of memory: accufiom 

yourfelf to think ,rhile you read, and what 

you read will faHen on your memory. 
Amelia imbibed this habit Ycrv early, fo , , 

that it is no difficulty to her. I wou}d ,riD1 

you to adopt the fentiment of the two fol
lo,ring lines: 

Df'fpair o: not!1ing that you ,rnulrl ::lti in, 

Unwc.:ry·J cliligrnce your p:.>i::t will g;,.i11. 

In the afternoon Amelia repeated the fo1-
lo,,ing fiory out of Hume's Hiflory of 

England: 

· Ed\vard the third, when he retook Calai~, 
after a fhameful re, olt, was fo inccnfed, that 

he ,,·as determined to take exemplary ven
geance on the inha bi tan ts, and would not 
recci,·e the town on any conditions ,v:bich 
fhould confine him in the punifhmcnt of 
thofe offenders. Echvard was at laft pcr
fuaded to more moderation, and infifl:ed on 

fix of the mofi eminent .citizens being frnt 
to 

( 
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ce 
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to birn, to his camp, wiLh the keys of the 

city, bareheaded, and barefooted, with 

ropes about their 1~ecl· s; and on ·thefe con

ditions he promifcd to fpare the lives of all 

the remainder. 

\ \'hen this intelligence was conveyed to 

( alais, there was a general conflernation. 

To facrifice fix qf their fellow-citizens to 

certain dcfhuElion, when they had all figna

lized their valour in a common caufe, ap. 

pcarcd to them more fevere than that gene

ral punifhment they were before threatened 

\\ ith; and they were irrefolutc in fo cruel 

and diilrcffing a fituation. At laft one of 

the principal inhabit.ints, called Euflace de 

St. Pierre, ftcpped forth, declaring himfelf 

\\ illing to encounter death, to fave liis 

fi iends and companions. Anirn,tted by his 

example, another made a like generous offer, 

and a third and fourth, till the whole number 

'-':as completed. Tbefc fix brave rnenj with 

ropt~s about their necks, 1 ikc malefactors, 

laic.l the keys of the city at the King's feet, 

who ordered them to execution. 

LAUR A. 
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LAU RA, 

Every one muH cktefi. the cruelty of 
E<lw2rd ! 

Ai\IELlA. 

But the intreatics of his Queen Phillippa 
faved bis memory from that infamy. She 
threw hcrfclf on her knees before the King, 
and, ,rith tears in her eyes, begged the 
1i vcs of thcfe citizens. Having obtained 
h0 r requefl:, llie conduEled them into her 
tent, ordered a repaH: to be fet before them,. 
and, after making them a prefent of money 
and clothes, dif miffed them in fafety. 

LAUR A. 

\Vhat noble generofity !-If ever I fhould 
be able to relate a fiory as well as Amelia 
does, I fhall be quite proud. 

MRS, SMITH. 

I would advife you to apply yourfelf 
rather to acquire knowledge than to fl10,v iL; 
for you would appear very ridiculous, if 
you had only jufl: enough to excite your 
pride, and not enough to cure it. 

LAUR A, 

,rill kno" ledge cure pride? 
MRS. 
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l\1 R S , S l\I I T H. 

It certainly has that tendenc~-: for the 

1nore we converfc with the excellencies of 
others, the lefs we £hall efiecrn ourfelves; 

and the more we are acauainted with their 
~ 

imperfet1ions, the more readily fhall we ac-

qHiefce in the probability of our own cha

raaer being open to cenfure. You and 

.,.t-\rnelia may go to play. 

The next day Laura addreffed ?\Irs. 
Smith as follo,rs ; 

LA.URA. 

,vill you permit ·me, madam, to be of 

your party this morning 

MRS. SMITH. 

,,Tith pleafure; you may hem this hand

kerchief for me, and Amelia fhall read a 

fiory. 

111c Art of Happinefs. (The '\Vorlcl.) 

A good tempLr is one of the 1., rincipal 

it\;redients ot hal-'pi11ds. This, It lS faid, 
lS 
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is born with us, and fo in a great meafu re 

it is; yet often-times it may be acquired by 

art, and always improved by culture. Al
rnoH every object that attracts our notice, 

has its bright and its dark fide. He that 

habituates hirnfelf to look at the dif11leafing 

fide, ·will four his difpofition, and confe

quently impair his l~appinefs; while he who 

conHantly looks on the bright fide, infen. 

fibly meliorates his temper, and, in confe ... 

quence, improves his o-wn happinefs, and 
tbat of all about him. 

Arachne and Meliffa are t,ro friends, 

both women in years, and alike in birth, 

fortune, education, and accomplifl1mcnts. 

They were originally alike in temper too; 

but by different management are grown 

the rcverfe of each other. Arac1me has ac

cuHomcd herfclf to look on the dark fide 

of every object. If yon i11ew her a new 

publication, {he flightly fljms over the paf

fagcs that would give her pleafure, and 

dwells only on thofe that fill her ·with diflike. 

I-Ier garden is a very delightful one; but if 
. you take a walk vvith her in it, fhe talks of 

nothing 
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110Lhing but blights and florms, of fnails 

rnd caterp1liars. If you fit down with her 

i11 the temples to enjoy a beautiful profjJe8:, 

fhc obfcrn:-:s to you, that there is too much 

,vood, or t.oo little water; that the day is 

-too funny, or too gloomy; that it is fultry 

or windy; and finiCT1cs with a long harangue 

upon the wretchednefs of our climate. In 

company £he cafrs a gloom over all, by 

giving you the hi!lory of her own bad 

health, or of forne melancholy accident that 

bcfrl one of her daughter's children. Thus 

fhe infcnGhly finks her own fpirits, and the 

fpirits of all around her, and at lafl difco

vcrs, fhc knows not vvhy, that her friends 

arc gra\·c. 

T\lcliffa is the reverfe of a11 this: Il1e is 

cheerful herfelf, and communicates it. to all 

about her. If any misfortune has befallen 

her, fhe confiders it n1ight have been 

,i.orle, and 1s thankful to Providence for an 

ekt!pc. Shr open<; every book with a defire 

to be entertained or initrutlcd, and, there

fore, {el<lom rniffes "\\ hat fhe looks for. 

\ \\1lk with her, though it be but on a heath 

vr 
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or common, and fhe will <lifcover numbcr-
1cfs beauties, unobfen'ed before, in the 1:ills, 
the dales, the broom, the br,lkcs, ancl the 
Yaricgatcd flowers of ·weeds an<l p()ppics. 
She en3oys every change of ,rcaLher 
and cf fi..afon, as bringing forncthing 
of health or conYcnience. l:1 convcr
fation, it is a rule ,ri~h her ne\ er t 'J Hart a 
fubjeB: that leads to any thing gloom) or 
difagreeable; you, therefore, never hear 
her repeoting her o,vn grievances, or thofe 
of her neighbours, or (wbaL is ,vorfl of ;dl) 
their faults and imperfcElions. Tin: 1Ic. 
]iffa, like the Bee, gathc.rs honey fr--im every 
weed j wl.iic Arachne, like the Spi,)e;r, 
fucks poifcm from the faircfl flcrncn: the 
confcq ucnce is, that of two tem1;crs, c~11cc 
nearly allied, the one is for ever fot1r and 
di.ffatisfied, ancl the other ahv~l\ s cheerful. 

LAUR.<\. 

I have l1cmmed your ha1,cJkc.rchicf, 
madam, bc..f1.)rc I was aware of j t; I \\ a.s 
fo taken up,, ith the Horr: I 11cYc1 cnjo) cd 
a 11101 ning fo before. 

l\l R • 
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MR S. S :\II TH. 

You will always find your happinefa in. 

creafe with your ufefulnefs: here is a fhort 

Hory for you to reac.l. 
LAURA. 

I hope I :fhall remember 1t, that I may 
repeat it .after dinner. 

~I R S • S llI 1 T H • 

Now I would have you go to play. 

After dinner Amelia and Laura repeated 
the following ftorics. 

A ;\IE LI A• 

Augufius, who was prone to anger, got 

the following leffon from Athenodorus, the 

phi lo fop her: That as f oon as he fl1otlld 
feel the firfl motions of anger, he fhould re

peat deliberately all the letters of the alpha

bet; for, that anger was eafily prevented, 

but not eafily fubdued . To rcprcfa anger, 

it is a good method to turn the injury into a 

jefl. Socrates, havmg received a blow on 

the head, remarked that it woulcl be well if 
pco1 le knew when to put on a helmet. 

Anc)ther time, being attacked with oppro. 

n 2 brbus 
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brious language, he calmly obferve<l, that 
the man was not yet taught to fpeak refpetl
fully. 

MRS. Sl\IITH. 

Now, my dear Laura, I hope you can 
remember what you read .in the morning; 
it was veiy fhort. 

LAUR A, 

1'11 try, madam, 

Antigonus, King of Syria, hearing two 
of his foldiers reviling him behind his tent, 
,~ Gentlemen," faid he, opening the cur
tain, " remove to a greater diilance, for 
your king hears you." 

AMELIA, 

'\Yhat a command of temper! 
X-.1 R S • S !\I 1 T H • 

This was likely to have a better cffcB: than 
punifhmcnt would have had; for the wifeft 
of men fays, " a foft anfwer turneth a way 
wrath." 1 hope, my dear Laura, you will 
not be difcouraged, for you have performed 
ve1y well; and you will find lefs and lefs 

difficulty, 
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tliflicultr, as yon proceed; the faculties of 

the mind, as well as the body, being firength

enc<l and improved by exercife. 

LAURA. 

And I never enjoyed playing, as I have 

done to-da\·. , 

l\1 R S. SM I T II • 

That does not f urprife me; for the fpi-

1irs tire in continually purfuing one thing, 

let it be what it will. 

The fame method was continued every 

ciay. Laura foon became quite bappy, in 

finding that the purfuit of ufcful knowledge 

led to the higher gratifications of her mind, 

and proved an incxhau!lible fonrcc of plca

rure and entertainment. Thus the time in

fr nribly paffed away, till near three months 

lMd c1apfed. 

~ ~D OF THE FIR ST P :\ R T, 

D 3 PART 





P.J.RT TIIE SECOA'D. 

:>--r-

ONE day !\frs. · Smith paiJ a vifit to 
11rs. Murray at Play-Hall. 1'.,Iifs 

)vI urray took the liulc ladies into another 

room, to play by themfch·cs. 

A 1\1 EL I:\. 

\Vhat do you ufually play at 1Iifs 1Iur

ra\.? 
I 

11 I S S M U R R A Y • 

,v e hardly ever play at any thing but 

cards: brother James, fetch them. 

AMEL I.\. 

I fhall like to fee what fort they are. 

JAMES.. 

Here they are filler. 

M rss. 
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M I S S 1\1 U R R A Y • 

Corne, lad lCS, fit down to _tl1e table; tl1is 

is a charming amufernent ! Don't you think 

. Io, ~Iifs Dencw ? 
AMELIA. 

Indeed, Mifa, I cannot find fo much 

plcafure in cutting and fhuffiing cards, which 

convey no ufcful knowledge. Our cards 

arnufc, and at the fame time infiru8. us. 

J A ::\1 ES. 

I ,;siDl you had a pack in your pocket. 

A ::\1 EL I A. 

1 believe I have. 

1\1 I S S ?-I U R R A Y. 

Ob, they are pi8.ured ! here is a Dutch

man. 

J\ :-IE LI A, 

Ile lives in Holland; . if you can give us 

a map, we will find the country. 

ill I S S .r-.1 U RR A Y. 

I believe, brother J amcs, there are feveral 

in my papa's Hudy. 

J A 1f ES. 

I have brought a map of the world. 

A.Mr.LIA. 
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Al\1 EL I.-\. 

Lav it down on the table, Maller Mur .. , 

ray. Now, Sir, where is Holland? 

] A !\IE S. 

I don't know; I never looked at a map. 
AMELIA. 

You joke : your papa has certainly in
firuEled you in the ufe of maps. 

J .\ :,..1 ES. 

My papa and mamma have Io many en .. 
gagements:, that they cannot attend much to 
us : we have card parties two or three times 
a week. I fhould be obliged to you, Mifs 
Denew, to fhow me Holland. 

AMELIA. 

There it is. In winter their women fcate 
to market. 

l\t I S S r,r U R R A Y • 

Let me draw a carcl. I have got a 

G reenlander. 

AMELIA. 

Here is Greenland; the ncardl: country 
to the North Pole, that is inhabited: our 
{hips go thither for whales, ,vhich arc fo 
valuable for their oil and bone. 
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J .\11LS. 

l\"ow let me draw: Ob, it is an Indian. 
Show me the place where he rdides. 

A :-.1 !<' L I . \ • 

1-Icre, where our Nabobs get their riches, 
and the Eafl India Company trade : tbcy 
employ many fl1ips to bring us tea, fpiccs, 
and china. 

LA'CRA. 

\Vhat, is it my turn? A vVcfl-Indian. 
There are the iDancls; J arnaica, Barbadoes, 
and a great many bcfides, which arc called 
the \VeH:-Indta Iflands; from which we are 
f upplied with rum, fugar, an<l cotton. 

;\;\IE LI A. 

1':ow I ·will take one; a Spaniard. I am 
not verv fond of the Dons, for the ~harac-, 

terdlic of their nation is pride. 

JAMES. 

That i a common proverb, as proud as 
a S1)a11iard. 

A i'-l EL I A. 

But now we have got to Spain, I will 
Dwv,; you the famous Roel· or Gibraltar~ 

"hich 
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which the Englifl1 fo bravel: defended laft 
war. 

MISS MURR.~Y. 

A South American. I mull apply to 
you, Mifs Denew, to !hew me the place 
where he lives. 

A ~IE LI A. 

Herc it is; the Spaniards conquered it, 
to get poffeffion of its rich mines of gold 
and filver. Now, Laura, it is your turn . 

-~~ LA URA. 

An Italian, a fubje8. of the Pope, whofe 
dominions are in Italy, and whofe refidence 
is at Rome. Herc it is. 

JAMES. 

I heard a gentleman talk about a burning 
mountain. Do you know, Mifs Lloyd, 
,rhat part of the world it is in? 

LAURA. 

I belive there is one in Italy, but I have 
forgot the name. 

J A 11 Es. 
Perhaps Mifs Denew can tell us. 
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There arc three pri11c. i pal o,1c.s; :\ I ou ni 

\rcru\·im:, near Kaple.:-, i11 !Lily; here is 

the 1 lacc: 1'1ount Et11a: in .)icilyj \\'hich 

is Li...:rc. K ow we \fill go to Icelan.J, ~·ht:n.: 

there is another, that i.s ec.:.llccl .i\I0u11t Hecla . 

.:VIaflcr ~1urray, you have jufl put your 

finger on your own country. 

J .\. r ES. 

Oh, , .. ·hat England! I CT1all know where 
L 

to find you; if 1 am but fortunate cnougn 

to d r;.1w an Euglifhman; but } ou arc to 

dra,v fidl:, 1',lifs Dcncw, 

A :\l £LI.\ . 

A Tt•1+, with his great turb;i.n: you fee 

tlwir manner of dre!s is different from our~ i 

illC men wearing long garmentsj hut \\e 

rnuil find the countn· : here is Turl·e,·, 
, ; 

which belongs to the Grand Signior. Come, 

~Ia!ler I\l u1 ray, I know you are impatient to 

draw ; our .Englifl1111an. 

J A I\1 ES. 

How lucky! I have got him (laying tbe 

carJ down on England). ~ow, fquire, 

you haYe got hurnc. (They all laugh.) 
A.11:.LIA. 

I 
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AMELIA. 

But have you nothing to fay of your gen

tleman, or his country ? 
J t\ MES. 

I think it the heft country in the world. 
A.MELIA. 

It vies with all other nations in its com

merce, our fhips trading to moft parts of 

the globe. 
M I S S rvl U R R A Y. 

I like your cards better than ours. 

AMELIA. 

I thought you would; we may always find 

fomething new to fay upon them ; and when 

we meet with gentlemen who have been 

abroad, it is plcafant not to be ignorant of' 

the fituation of the countries they are con

verfing about. \Vhen you come to fee us, 

we will fhow you our geographical and hif
torical cards. 

J A :i\I E • 

Let us go on. 

The fervant opens the door : LaJ ies, tea 
is ready. 

E \11 S 
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MISS MURRAY, 

I don't like to leave our play: I hof>e 

you will come and fee us again; and pray 

bring your cards with you. 

As Mrs. Smith was returning home, 

Amelia thus addreffed her : 

Al\I EL I A, 

Pray, aunt, did you play at cards ,rith 

Mrs. Murray? 

MRS. SMITH, 

Mrs. Murray is well acquainted with my 

opinion of cards, and has too much polite

nefs ever to introduce them ·when I am pre

fent. 

Al\1 EL I A. 

Mifs Murray wanted us to play. 

Amelia then related the converfation that 

paffed between tb.em, and how much !\1ifs 

and :tvlaHer Murray were entertained with 

the pitlurecl cards, and with finding out 

the places on the map. 

TJ,c 
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The day following (the morning and af

ternoon being pa!fed according to their 

uf ual method) Mrs. Smith, after tea, pro

pofed to fpend the evening in walking. 

MRS. SMITH. 

vVhat fay you to a walk? 

LAURA. 

I can anfwer we fl1all be agreed in that; 
fhall we not, Amelia? 

1\IRS. S:i\IITII. 

The pleafure ground, or the fields? 

LAURA, 

The fie1ds, the fields; we will be ready 
in a moment. 

M RS. S !\II T H , 

Ring the bell for John to attend us. 

L ,\ lJ R.\. 

I-Iow delightful the corn looks in fhocks ! 
and the people fcattercd up and down 
gleaning it! 

.\ . IELI.\. 

~ 'lay we go and help them, madam? I 

f11oulJ like to gather Iome for that poor wo

man, who has fo many children with her. 

E 2 !\I RS. 
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MRS. SMITH. 

I have no obje&ion; for I can amufe 

myfelf with a book, which I have in my 

pocket, while you are engaged in fo ufeful 

an employment. 
AMELIA. 

Look, aunt, what a bundle I have gather

ed! Here comes Laura. 
LAURA. 

0 h ! I'm f o tired! ( flings herfelf on the 

ground.) 
MRS. sM1TH (looking at her watcli). 

vVhat, give out in half an hour? Thofe 

poor children have been toiling the grcateft 

part of the day. 
LAU RA. 

They "·ere born to work, and do not feel 

it as we do. 
MRS. SMITII. 

There is no difference at all in our birth: 

were the infant of a rich man, and the infant 

of a poor man, to be dreifed in the fame 

manner, and laid on the fame bed, you 

would not know the one from the other; 

and were I to fay to you, Now, Laura, 
pomt 
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point me out the child of the poor, I fhould 

impofe a tafk on you, which, I am fure, 

you would be utterly unable to perform; 

for the gifts of nature are equal. The dif

ference of our perfons and manners arifes 

folely from education; if any one of the 

women now in the field had, from her in

fancy, been brought up with all the delicacy 

of the fine lady, fhe would have bad. the 

fame languors, and have been as f oon fati
gued. 

LAURA. 

But fhe would have been happier. 

:\IRS. S l\11 TH. 

I fhould think not, if I may judge front 

what I have been witnefs to. I have fcen 

the fine lady difcontented with every thing: 

this was a rnifery ! and the other was a mi

ferv ! and {he was furrounded with miferies ! 
,I 

LAURA. 

Then :fhe was miferab le without a caufe. 

!l.l RS. SM I T II. 

It was entirely owing to peevifhnefs and 

laffitude, arifing from the ,vant of cxercife 

and employment. The poor have none of 

E 3 thc!e 
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thefe artificial miferies :. if they have food to 
eat, though coarfe, they enjoy it; for ex

ercife c~rries off thofe ridiculous vapours, 
which deftroy the appetite, and create end
lcfs comp1aini.ngs. 

LAUR A. 

Then it is better to be poor than rich. 
ir R S. S M I T fI • 

So it would, if thofe miferies were necef
farily attendant on ric::hes; but why may 
not we ufe the fame means to acquire health 
and fpirits ? 

LAURA. 

:\I uft we, then, labour in the fields P 
MRS. SMITH. 

No.; but we muft expea to enjoy more 
or lefs health and fpirits, as we ufe or- neg
lea proper exercife; at any rate, we ought 
always to be employed. The diHribution 
of happinefs is much more equal than we in 
general imagine; for it does not confift in 
what we poffefs, but in the difpofition of 
mind with which we poffefs it. 

In this book, which I have juft been 

reading, I have found a great, though poor 
man,, 
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man, and his views of poverty firengthen 

what I have faid, that happinefs is more 

e9ually difpenfed than we are apt to ima

gme~ 
LAURA. 

Pray, madam, give us fame account of 

him. 
r.IRS. S:MITH .. 

He was a Roman citizen; and being ~ 

virtuous honeft man, he was often employ

ed in fl:atc affairs. At this time, he was, 

fent as an Ambaffador, with others, to ., 

Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, then at war with 

the Romans, to treat with hiin for the ran-,.. 

faming of the prifoners, who honourably 

entertained them, and fent the prifoners 

back. to Rome without any ranfom.. Pyr

rhus, admiring Fabricius, and underH:anding 

he ,..,,as poor:, endeavoured to win him over,.. 

by making him conf1derable offers, which 

were rejeEled by Fabricius with difdain. 

AMELIA .. 

But if he was poor, how did he fupport 

the dignity of an Ambaffador? 

MRS, 
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MRS, s:-.r ITH. 

'\Vhile he was employed in the fiate, they 
provided him with all neceITaries fuitablc to 
the fituation he was in; but I will read you 
part of his fpeech to Pyrrhus: " It would 
be neecUefs ( faid Fabricius) for IIJe to men
tion the experience I have had in fiate 
affairs, as v,:ell as in thofe of a private 11a
ture, fince you have been told thefo things 
by others. You a]fo fecrn to be fo well in
formed of my poverty, that there ·will be no 
occafion for me to acquaint you, that Ji 
have neither money to put out to interefi, 
nor fL.lves to produce me any income; all 
my wealth confifling of a little houfe, and 
a fmall field, ,, hich yields fufficient for my 
fubfiilence. Though I am not poffeffe<l of 
a confi<lerablc eHate, I never thought, nor 
can yet think, that my poverty ever did me 
the leaH: injury. \\7ith regard to my for
tune, fo far from repining at it, I look upon 
m~1fclf as the happiefi of men, v~ hen I com
pare my condition with that of the rich; 
c1nd I e,·cn fee], cm this occafion, a kind 
of complacency and pride. l\1ly little 

field, 
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field, though not over fruitf u1, furni!hes me 

fufficiently with all things neceffary, pro -

vided I do but beftow the proper culture, 

and preferve the produce of it. Do I need 

any thing more? All food, when feafoned 

by hunger, is agreeable to me. When I am 

parched with thirH:, it is luxury to quench 

it; and when I am fatigued, I take the 

fweets of Ileep with exquifite pleaf ure. I 

content myfelf with a fuit that fhelters me 

from the inclemency of the weather; and, 

among the feveral moveables, which may be 

of the like ufe, the meaneft always fuits me 

befi:. 
" It would be unjufi. in me to accufe for-

tune, fince fl1e f urni!hes me with all that 

nature requires. It is indeed true, that,. 

for want of this affiuence, I am prevented 

affifling the neccffitous, which is the only 

advantage for which the opulent may juftly 

be envied. Even with my little, I allifl 

where that little can be of ufe, and 1 do my 

fellow citizens all the fervice in my power:' 

x,. A U Rb.., 
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LAUR A. 

I fear I fhall never attain to this truly 
noble fpirit of choofing the meanefi things 
to ·wear, that I may give to others. 

MRS. SMITH. 

I have known young bdies, that have re
trenched their own expcnces to clothe 
others; yet not fo, but that they have ap
peared genteel, according to their fituation: 
crconomy will <do great things, and if ,\ c 
confider it as a privilege to do good, we 
fl1all eafi1y find the means to do it; but it 
looks as if we fhould have a fhower; we 
rnufi: be walking. "\Vhere is John? 

A.MELIA. 

He has been he] ping a poor woman to 
glean; but he is jufl: here. 

l\IRS. SMITH. 

John, do you know of any houfc nca 1 i' 
JOHN. 

Yes, madam, Joe Sage, the gardener's; it is about three fields off: 
MRS. 5.MITH. 

How far are we from home? 

JOH~ 

t 

I. 

, 
1, 
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JOHN. 

Almoft three miles, madam. 

MRS; SMITH. 

Then do you return, and bring the car

riage, and we will wait at the gardener's. 

Juft as they had got to the cottage, and 

were about entering, Mrs. Smith faid, Stop! 

I think I hear the voice of diihefs; let us 

liflen. (They hear the following difcourfe.) 

Oh Eliza! what IhaUwe do? Nurfe fays, · 

our dear mamma will not live! vVbat will 

become of us ? My mamma has left all her 

acquaintance, and nobody knows where we 
are ;-we muft die with mamma. 

ELIZ A. 

Pray, Ann, do not talk fo; my heart is 

a1mofi broken ; but here comes little vVil-

1iam: let us dry up our tears. 

WILLIAM. 

Mamma won't ~et me £lay,; fhe can hardly 

fpeak; bade me come to you to kifs me, 

for fhc cannot. Her hand feel s quite cold! 

,,-hat ;s the matter with ber ?-They each 

take 
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take him by the hand, and, killing him, 

burfl into tears afrefh, faying, \Vhat !hall 

we do without a mamma? 

Mrs. Smith, feeling herfelf much affcEl

ecl with the diftrefs of thefe chiidren, faid, 

Let us go in, and fee if we can afford them 

any comfort. 
Mrs. Smith, on entering, addreffed the 

cldeft child. 

MRS. SMITH. 

I hope, l\lifs, you will excu[e our intru

fion: we were led hither to beg a little ihel

ter from the approaching rain. 

ELIZ A. 

Pray, madam, walk in; -Ladies,. here 

arc chairs. 
l\1RS. SMITH. 

May I enquire, my dear young Ladies, 

into the caufe of your grief? I prefurne 

your refidcnce has not been long in this 

place. 
EL I Z A. 

Only fix weeks, n1adam. 1Iy mamrna 
was 

I 

r. 

f, 

ke 
h • ,, 
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was ill when fhe came, and has been getting 
worfe ever fince; and N urfe fays {he can~ 
not live long. (They all cry afreil1.) 

\VILLI AM. 

I won't let mamma die; for vVilliam mull: 
have a mamma. 

:M R S. S 11 I TH. 

Come, kifs me, my fweet boy. 
WILL I A l\I. 

No; not without you will prornife to go 
and fee my mamrna; and I ,rill love you 
dearly, if you will make her well. 

1\I R S . S i\I 1 T H • 

!\Iy fwect fellow, I will do all 
power to make your mamma happy. 

w r LL r A 11 (rwrning up to her). 
Then you fhall have twenty kiffes. 

MRS. Sl\1ITH. 

. 
111 nJy 

"\\'ill you, Mifs, be fo obliging as to in
form your man1ma that a {hanger willies to 
Ice her, and afford her all the confolation in 
her power. 

EL I Z A. 

I wi\l go, madam, immediately. 

MRS. 
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MRS. SMITH (addrejfing Ann). 

Is your pap3. living, my dear? 

ANN. 

No, madam; he died about three months 

ago: but we did not cry when my papa 

died; for he ufed to beat us, only to vex 

my mamrna, when we had not been 

naughty. 
EL I z A (returning). 

11 y mamma will be happy to fee you, 

madam. 

MRS. SMITH (on entering the Clzamher). 

11 y dear madam, I hope you \\ ill 

not think that mere curiofity has induced 

me to beg an interview with you. I was 

accidentally brought to hear the djfirelfcs of 

your little ones; and a fincerc defirc of 

alleviating your affliRions, induced me to 

intrude upon you. If I can be of any 

fervice to you, or your children, you may 

command me. 

The fick Lady defired N urfe to raife her 

up, and thus addreifed Mrs. Smith. 

tr 

t 

f 
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SICK LADY. 

I am overpowered, madam, with your 

·goodnefs ; my troubles are nearly at an 

end; but my children! my children! what , 

will become of them? they have no friend 

left. ( Here a flood of tears interrupted 

her.) 
MRS. SMITH. 

I will be their friend. If your ftrength 

will permit, I lhould be. glad to know how 

}OU came into this diflrefsful fituation. 

SICK LADY. 

Your kindnefs, ma<larn, demands all the 

fatisfa8.ion in my power to give you. 111 y 
father was a man of large fortune; his name 

was Brown: I was his only child. My 

mother died when I was very young. My 

father fpared no pains or expence in my 
education; his love for me was great; and 

not any young perfon could be happier than 

I was, till I faw Captain Smith, who gained 

. my affe8.ions; but my father would not 

confent to the union. The Captain per

fua<lc<l me to rifk my fa \.hcr's difplcafu re, 
r 2 and 
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and become his, telling me, when once we 
were married, I fhould foon be received' 
into favour again;-that as I was his only 
child, he could not do otherwife. The mo
ment I forfook my dear father's houfc, all 
happinefs :fled. My father declared he 
would never fee me again, and nothing 
could alter his determination. 1'1 y hufband, 
when he found that my father would by no 
means be reconciled, flighted and neglecled 
me, declaring he only married me for my 
fortune; and though I was young and hand
fome, his pleafures were not to be confined; 
that he wanted my fortune to purf ue them, 
but, fince he had loft his aim, he cared not 
how foon he got rid of me. Ah, madam! 
you will eafily conceive ,rhat my fe~lings 
mufi 6(3, to hear fuch a declaration from the 
man I loved, and had forfaken all for! I 
f})ent rnoft of my time alone: books were 
my chic.f amufcment; and the educating of 
my dear children beguiled many an hour : 
bnt the keen refletlion of my difobedience 
io my dear father, was the bittercfi ingredi-

ent 

p 

I 
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ent in my bitter lot: had I followed his 

advice, I had frill been happy. He knew 

the charaaer of the man I married better 

than I did, and all he told me has fince 

proved true; but I could not be perf uaded 

to think, that a man, who manifefted fuch 

politenefs, attention, and tendernefs, could 

ever alter. 

The lafr letter I wrote to my dear fathe~, 

for I frill love him, and could I ever have 

thought that he would never more have feen 

his dear Eliza, as he used to call me, not any 

thing would have tempted me from him; 

but I thought, as most young people do, 

that his love for me would overcome his 

anger: the laft letter I wrote to him was on 

the birth of my dear William, now three 

years old; but it is irnpoflible to dcfcribe 

the angui{h I felt, when I received his 

anf wer, which ,,·as to this effeEl :-That he 

had a daughter, a once dearly beloved 

daughter, who had torn herfelf away from 

him ;-he had found it very hard to forget 

her ;-his houfe, his gardens were a defert 

1 3 without 
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without her, and though years had elapfed 

fince her departure, he was fiill folitary :

he heard, from various perfons, that hi:, 

once beloved child was miferable, an4 that 

the Captain had avowed that he treated his 
wife ill, in hopes. to hafien the old fellow her 

father's death, that he might get po!feffion 

of his fortune. As that was the cafc, he 

intended to cut off all his expe8ations;

he was upon the point of felling h~ eflater., 

and leaving England, that he might, in a 

foreign land, forget all that was dear to him. 
in his native country ;-as for h~r children, 

he never wifhed to fee them; they had a 
- father to provide for tbem.-I fainted with 

the letter in my hand. My crud huI'oand 

entered at that moment, read the letter, 
and roufed me by his ftorming and raving;. 

threatened to leave me, and the children, 

and flew out of the room. I had no re

fource left, but to weep over my poor, 
forlorn, helplefs infants. I dreaded his 

leaving me, becaufe I had no means of 

providing for myfelf and children, and 

~qually dreaded his return. 
l\1y 

of 

ar 

or 
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1-Iy flrength, my dear madam, will not 

permit me to enter into a detail of the ill 

treatment I met with, till within a month 

of his death. One day he came to me, 

and faid he lnd been the bafefi. of men to 

one of the b.eft of women, but it would 

never be in his power to make me amends;

that he muft leave me for a time, and per

haps fhou1d never fee n1e more, as he ,ra5 

~oing on a fecrct and dangero1>1s expedition; 

but if he fhould return he would not treat 

me as he had done;-he wa~ now fiung to 

his very foul, to think he had driven my 
father from me. He then faid, My Eliza,. 

take this, (which was a note of 1001.) rt is 

all that is left of your uncle's legacy: then, 

embracing me and the children, with tears 

in his eyes, he left the room, and I never 

faw him more. The next news I heard -
was, that on his arrival on the continent,. 

he ,ras taken ill of a fever, and was carried 

off in a few days. Thus was I left in ac

cumulated diftrefs: the lodgings I was in 
were ready furmfhed, and expenfi ve: at 

he end of fix wee~ I difiniffed my fervant, 

quitted 
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quitted my apartments, and came to this 

cottage, where my Eliza was nurfcd. (Here 

fhe fainted.) 

NURSE. 

What have I heard! I thought my mif. 
trefs was rich. What will become of the 

children ? Oh, my dear Eliza!-( She 

burfts into a flood of tears. J 
MRS. SMITH. 

My good woman, be fiill, your miftrefs. 

revives. 

SICK LADY. 

0 my children! my children ! 
11 R S • S M I T II • 

Be compofed, my dear madam,- and take 

fomething to refre!h you. I feel interefied 

for your children; give me leave to afk if 

they h~ve any relations on their father's 

fide. 

SICK LADY. 

The Captain's father was a man of for

tune, lived at --·--, in Suffolk, left his 

efiate to his fon William, his only furviving 

child : he fold the efiate, and entered into 

the army; and it was not long before he 

ran 

fa 
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ran through the whole, when he thought to 

retrieve his affairs by my fortune. Ile 

fometimcs mentioned a fidl coufin of his 

father's, whofe name was Harvey Smith;
that he had feen him when he was a child; 

but \vhether he was living or dead, he could 

not tell. 

MRS. SMITH. 

Ho·w aftonifhing that I fhould be led to 

this fpot juft at this jun8ure, to difcovcr 

the only relations of that late dear and ex

cellent man! \1/ ould you believe it, madam? 

I a1n the widow of Mr. Harvey Smith. I 
heard him often mention his coufin in Suf .. 

folk, and that he never could learn what wag 

become of his fan. If you can commit 

your lovely children to my care, I will pro

Yide for them. I have no children; yours 

fl1all be mine. 

SICK LADY, 

,vhat do I hear ! my children provided 

for! Oh, n1adam, you have made me 

happy. I die contented! (On which fhe 

fell back, and expired.) 
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!\1rs. Smith left the room, and \Vent to 
the children. Eliza, on feeing her, en. 
quired how her mamma did. lvlrs. Smith 
informed them, in the tcndereft manner, 
of her death, telling them, that their mamma 
had committed them to her care, and D1e 
would be their mamma; then embracing 
them, afl(ed William if he would love her. 

,v ILL I AM. 

No, not as I did my mamma; you 2re 
quite a fhanger; bcficles, you have not 
made my mamma well, and my fillers cry: 
I will love Nurfe, and fiay with her; I won't 
go with you. 

MRS. SMITH, 

But Nurfe fhall come and fee y~u as 
often as :fhe pleafes. 

ELIZA. 

I al ways loved N urfe, but I fhaII Io,·e 
her now better than ever, fhe has been fo 
very kind to my mamma. 

AMELIA. 

Laura and I will do every thing 1n our 
pow'2r to make you happy. 

MRS. 

\f, 

Q 
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MRS. SMITH. 

I think, N urfe, the children had better 

go with me this evening. 
ANN. 

No, I cannot, I cannot go ;-I mufr fee 

my mamma.-I do not know where you 

will take me. 

NURSE. 

My dears, you need not be afraid to go 
with this lady. I have not the leafi doubt 
of her being kind to you; :!he lives but a 
little way off, and I will come and fee you. 

ELIZA. 

Permit us, madam, to flay one night 
longer with N urfe, that we may talk about 

rnamma. 

MRS. SMITH. 

!vl y dear, I do not wifh to take you from 
N urfe, till you are quite willing. 

ELIZA. 

Your goodnefs is fo great, madam, that 
we will do any thing you wifh us. 

MRS, SMITH. 

Suppofe, then, we fix t0-morrow. 

EL I ZA, 
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}:LIZA. 

- If you pleafe, madam. 

l\I RS. S .i\I I T II. 

\Vhat fay you to it, my dear Ann? 

ANN, 

If you can forgive me, madam, I will 

endcaYour to love you. 

l\IRS. SMITH. 

You have not offended me, my dear; 

what you faid ·was very natural, as I am 
quite a Ilranger. \\- illiam, {hall I fetch 

you to-morrow ? 
\V I L L I :\ tJ • 

~ o, I won't go without my fillers: look, 

look! how hard it rains! you mufi Hay all 

uight. 
1\1 R S . S l\II TH. 

But I have fent for the coach. 

WILL I A ill. 

Ilave you got a coach? 

.M R S. S 1\1 l T II • 

Yes, I have. 

"\VIL LL\. 1. 

Shall I ride in it? 

~IR S, 

lu 

II 

ltr 
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MRS; StIITH. 

You {hall, if you live with me. 

\VIL LI AM. 

Then I will. 
NURSE• 

"\Vill you be fo obliging, madam, as juil 

to Hep into this little room. I wi!h to fpeak 

to von alone.-Prav, madam, what muft I do 
, J 

about the funeral? 
MRS, SMITH• 

I will give orders about it, and my fervant 

£hall take the charge of it. 
l'<URSE. 

l'vly fpirits are all in agitation! I am, as 

if I was in a dream! \Vhat fhould ·we have 

<lone if you had not been here ? 1\1 y rnif_ 

trefs was a charming woman, but how al

tered in her perfon, from the time I firft 

knew her ! vV ell ! fhe is now free from all 

care !-and that ihe fhould know, before fhe 

went, that her children were provided for! 

I wiih fhe had lived a few hours longer, 
that I might have told her to what a good 

lady they were going, and ·how happy they 
would be. 

C .MR S. 
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l\I R S. S l\1 I TH. 

Did you kno-w this lady's father? 

NURSE .. 

No, madamj the firft time I faw her was 

when the Captain was at our county town 

with part of the regiment; we ufed to fop

ply them with fruit. Mrs. Smith took a 

liking to me, and being diHreffed for a wct

·nurfe, afked me to take Mifs Eliza. Ah ! 

when I brought the dear little infant home, 

little did I think her mamma would die at 

my houfe ! Indeed, who fhould have 

-thought f uch a lady could ever condefcend 

to be in two f uch frnall rooms! though, 

to be fure, they are neat and clean. '\Vhcn 

:fhe came, I was quite f urprifed to fee her 

fo ill, and offered to go and take lodgings 

.in the town, for I W?.S f ure mine were 

.not fit for her; but {he would not let me, 

faid nobody could nurfe her like me, 

and the fitnation of my houfe ,vould cou

tribute, if any thing could, to r-efiore her 

to health. I was furprifed fhe <lid not 

bring a fervant with her, but fhe was of 

fuch a fweet temper, that fhe was pleafed 

with every thing I did for her. 
I-I ere 
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Here {he was interrupted , by the return 

of John, who informed his mift.refs, the 

coach was at the gate. 

Mrs. Smith took an affeaionate leave of 

the children, promifing to fee them the 

next day. 

As they were riding home, Mrs. Smith 

afked Laura if fhe felt any regret that the 

rain had fe.nt them. to the cottage. 

LAURA. 

No, madam; for if it had not rained, we 

fhou1d not have know.n any thing of thefe 

fweet children. 

A.MELIA. 

They made us feel for them, they were 

fo difi:reff'ed; when you was up flairs, they 

faid, if their rnamma died, they fuould have 

nobody to take care of them; but I was 

quite rejoiced, aunt, when you faid you 

would take them;, for I begin to love them 

~lreadv . • 

G2 LAURA. 
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LAURA. 

You are very generous, Amelia, but 
perhaps you do not think of the confe
quences. Your aunt's love will then be 
more, divided. 

AM ELI,\. 

I efteem the affeB:ion of my friends as my 
greateft treafure; at fidt, I own, I felt hurt, 
and thought my aunt would give us all 
up for thefe ftrangers. (I hope, madam, 
you will pardon this ungenerous thought.) 
A little recolleaion brought right ideas to 
my mind. I put myfelf in their place, 
deflitute of father, mother, or friend, and 
every felfifh motive vanifhed. I was then 
willing they fhould {hare in your affeclions. 

M R S. S J\11 T H. 

My dear Amelia need not fear a rival, 
while fhe retains fuch fentiments as thefe. 
I can tell you fomething which will give 
you pleafure; thefe dear children prove to 
be the relations of your l2te Uncle Smith, 
and the only ones he has left. 

A ME LI A 

OU 
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AMELIA. 

Then they have an equal claim with us to 

your affeRions; and we will return our 

uncle's- love to us, by loving them. 

The next morning Laura and Amelia, 

anx10us to vifit the cottage, went to Mrs. 

Smith .. 

LAURA. 

I't is a lovely morning! pray, madam, 

le t us fetch the Mifs Smiths. Ann mufi be 

my companion, Eliza Amelia's, and vVilliam 

our little play-fellow. 

Al\IELIA. 

What, Laura! do you mean to caft me 

o_ff. ? 
LA URA,. 

Oh, no·; not for any body. 
AMELIA, 

I do not mean to be jealous: our atten

tion at prefent mufl be confined to them, 

that we 111ay make them forget their lofs. 

L AU R A, 
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Ls\. URA. 

I fhall fometimes pleafe them, and fon1e. 

times teaze them ; there is no amufemcnt 

without a little of that. 

MRS. SMITH. 

You remind me of the fable of the Frogs. 
Some boys, at the fide of a pond, feeing 

the frogs put up their heads, pelte<l them 

down again with ftones. "Children," faid the 

frogs, " you never confider, that, though it 
is play to you, it is death to us." 

Thus you, my dear, may teaze in good

humour; but if it is ill-timed, though it is 

play to you, it may give a wound to others, 

which may not foon be forgotten. 

LAURA. 

Thank you, madam, for your ki~d in
fi ruElions; I fhould be forry to cau f e griff 

to any one, through my trifling difpofition. 

Pray let us fet out direElly for the cottage. 

MRS. S11ITH. 

I cannot conveniently go till the after
noon; we will now attend to our morning 

employmentso 

LAURA. 
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LAURA, 

I quite forgot the piece of work I was fo 

anxious to finifh. How furprifed my papa 

,vill be to hear that I am fond of v,;orking 

and reading! I am quite delighted with it; 

for it brings me acquainted with fo many 

things ; which I knew nothing of before, 

that I can refer contin 11ally to f01ncthing 

new to amufe me. I cannot think how I 

ufed to yawn through a wet d2y; but here 

confinement to the houfe js no burden; 

for we have always fomething ufcful to 

amufe us. 

MRS, SMITH. 

Amelia, do you read what you wrote Iaft: 

week out of Rollin's hiftory. \Yhat cba

racler have you chofen ? 
AME.LIA. 

One that I am almofi afhamed of, 

fo bad. 

MRS. SMITH. 

. 
It IS 

I-low came you to make choice of fuch 

a one? 
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A ~.1 EL I A •. 

Becaufe I was f<> Hruck with the rnifery 
attendant on wickednefs, even in the mofr 

exalted ftate. 

MRS. S :\Il TH. 

L(:t us hear it, my dear. 

A:-.lE LI A. 

Diony:Gus, of Syracufe, was a prince of 

great political and military abilities, and had 

occafi.on for them alI, in rai.Gng himfelf, as 

he did, from a mean condition to fo high a1 

rank. After having held the fovereignty 

t!hirty-cight years, he tranfmitted it peace

ably to a fucceffor of his own ele8ion, and 

had eftablifhed his power upon fuch folicl' 
foundations, that his fon,. notwithH:anding•. 

the Dcndernefs of his capacity for govern

ing, retained it twelve years after his death; 

a-ll which could not have been effeHed with
out a great fund of merit as to his capacity. 

But what qualities could cover his vices, 

which rendered him the objeEl of his fub

je8s' abhorrence? His ambition knew 

neither law nor limitation; his cruelty had 

often no regard to the affinity of blood; his . . 
avance 
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avarice f pare<l nothing, not e\ren the mo{l 

facred places; and his open and profefkd 

impiety only acknowledged the Divinity to 

inf ult him. 

The amazing precautions that Dionyfius 

thought neceffary for the fecurity of his life, 

iliews to what anxiety and apprehenfion he 

was abandoned. He wore under his robe 

a cuirafs of brafa. He never harangued the 

people but from the top of a high to,ver, 

and thought proper to make hin1felf invul

nerable by being inacceffible. Not daring 
to confide in any of his friends or relations, 

his guard was compofed of flaves and ftran~ 

gers. He went abroad as little as poffible, 

fear obliging him to condemn hirnfelf to a 

kind of imprifonment. Thefe extraordi

nary precautions regarded, without doubt, 

certain intervals of his reign, when frequent 

con[ piracies againH: him rendered him more 

timid and f ufpicious than ufual; at other 

times we have feen that he convcrfed freely 

enough with the people, and \Vas acceffible 

even to familiarity. In thofe da1k day) of 

difiruft and fear, he fancied that be faw all 

mankind 
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mankind in arms againft him. He never 
·v.·ent into the chamber of his wives at night, 
till they had been firfi: fearched with the ut

moH care and circurnfpe8ion. His bed 

was furrounded with a very broad and deep 
trench, with a fmall draw-bridge over, for 
the entrance. After having locked and 
bolted the doors of his apartment, he drew 

up the bridge, that he might fleep in fee u
rity. Neither his brother, nor even hi~ 
fons, could be adn'iitted into his chamber1 

without changing their clothes, and being 

vifited by the guards. 
In the midft of his grcatnefs, poffeITed of 

riches, and f urrounded with pleafures of 
every kind, during a reign of almofi forty 

years, notwithftanding all his prefents and 
profufion, he never was capable of making. 
a fingle friend. He paffcd his life with 
none but trembling {laves and fordi.d flat
terers, and never taflcd the joy of loving, 
or being beloved, nor the charms of facial 
truth, and reciprocal confide1tee. This he 

0,,1\ bimfelf: 

LA tTR ,11_. 
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LAU RA. 

,\~hat a wretched being! 

A l\I EL I A. 

But this ,vas not known to every one; lt 

was hid under the glare of pomp; for one 

of· his courtiers, named Da 11 ,odes, was 

perpetually extolling ,vith rapLu. e his trea

furcs, his grandeur, the number of his 

troops, the extent of his dominions, the 

magnificence of his palaces, and tbe uni

verfa l abundance of all good things and 

enjoyments in his po!feilion, always repeat

ing, that never man was happier than 

Dionyfius. 

\V hat method, Laura, do you think 

Diony!ius took to convince : irn of the con

trary of all this, without ever mentioning 

that he was unhappy? 

LAURA. 

I am fure I cannot tell. 

A.MELIA. 

I-Ie faid to Damocles, " Will you tafte, 

and make proof of my felicity in perfon?" 

The offer was accepted with joy. Damocles 

was placed upon a golden bed, covered 

with 
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wiLh ec1rpets of ineflimable value. The 

fide boards were loaded with yeffels of 

gold and ftlyer . The mo!l beautiful flavcs, 

in the moft fi>lendid habits, flood around, 

,ratcliing the lea1l Ggnal to ferve him . The 

moil exquifitc effcnces and perfumes had 

not been [pared. The table was fincad 

with proportionate magnificence. Damocles 

was all joy, and lool,ed upon himfclf as the 

happieft man in the ,rorld, when, unfortu

nately cafl:ing up his eyes, he beheld, over 

his head, the point of a fword, ,vhich hung 

from the roof on1y by a fingle hode-bair. 

He was immediately frized with a cold 

fwcat; every thing difa ppearcd in an in

fiant; he could fee nothing but the [\\'ord, 

nor think of any thing but his dangez:. In 

the height of his fear, he defired perrmffion 

to retire, and declared if this was bappineE, 

he would be happy no more. 
LAURA. 

Amelia, you giYe us a very unfayourable 

idea of kings. 

r. 
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!\1 RS. SM I TH. 

\Ve are not to form our efiimate of any 
fet of me1~ by a few. Laura, read the fol
lowing account of Cyrus. 

LAURA (reads). 
Cyrus did not think a man worthy to 

reign over others, unlefs he was more wife 
and virtuous than thofe he governed: he 
was alfo perf uaded that the fureft means for 
a prince to gain the refpea of his courtiers, 
and of f uch as approached his perfon, was 
to have fo 1nuch regard for them, as never 
to do, or fay any thing before them, con
trary to the rules of decency and good man
ners. Liberality he looked upon as a virtue 
truly royal; nor did he think there was any 
thing great or valuable in riches, but the 
pleafure of di{lributing them to others. " I 
have prodigious riches (fays he to his cour
tiers) I own, and I am glad the world knows 
it; but you may affure yourfelves they are 
as much yours as mine. For to what end 
fuould I heap up wealth? For my own 
ufe, and to conf ume it myfelf? That 
would be impoffible, if I defired it,· No: 

H the . 
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the chief end I aim at, is to have it in my 
power to reward thofe who ferve the public 

faithfully, and to fuccour and relieve thofe 

that will acquaint me with their wants and 

neceffities. '' 

Cra:fus one day reprefented to him, that 

by continual giving, he would at lafl make 

himfelf poor; whereas he might have amaf

fed infinite treafures, and have been the 

richefl prince in the world. " And to what 

furn (replied Cyrus) do you think thofe 

treafures might have amounted?" Crref us 
named a certain furn, which was immenfely 

great. Cyrus thereupon ordered a little 

note to be writ to the lords of his court, in 
which it was fignified to th_em that he had 

occafion for money. Immediately a· much 

larger furn was brought to him than Crrefus 

had mentioned. " Look here (fays Cyrus 

to him) here are my treafures; the chefis I 
keep my riches in, are the hearts of my 

fubje8s." 
But as much as he efl:cemed liberality, he 

]aid fiill greater firefs upon kindnefs and 

condefcenfion, affability and humanity, 
wh;ch 

to 
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which are qualities ftill more engaging, and 

more apt to acquire the affetlion of a people; 

which is properly to reign. For a prince 

to be more generous than others in giving, 

when he is infinitely more rich than they, 

has nothing in it fo furprifing or extraordi

nary, as to defcend, in a manner, from the 

throne, and to put himfclf upon a level with 

his f ubjcas. Ro LL IN. 

AMELIA. 

Laura has quite the advantage of me to

day, in her Hero. What a contraft to 

Dionyfius ! 

LAURA. 

But I am obliged to your aunt for it. 

MRS. SMITH. 

You are in part obliged to Amelia, for 

her ftory introduced the other, and we may 

dcriv~ profit from each. 

LAURA. 

In what way, madam? 

1\lRS. SMITH. 

By imitating the good aElions of the one, 

and avoiding the evil aElions of the other. 

H 2 LAU RA. 



76 AMUSEMENT HALL. 

LAUR:\. 

But it refpeas kings more than us. 
11 RS. S :.I ITH. r 

That is the common error, to pufh every 
thing off from ourfel ves: but is it of no 
confequence to you, Laura, whether you 

are covetous or generous, condefcendiIJg 

or proud? '" hcther you render yourfelf 

contemptible or rcfpe8ed, beloved or 

hated? "\Vhen we rcau Jf great characters, 

we fhould endeavour to fol low their exam. 
plc as far as our fituation -~Nill admit; for 

though we cannot come up to them in every 

thing, yet the leading cbaraEleriilic of virtue 

is the fame in every fituation • 

.A !vl EL I A. 

Pray, madam, is this the fame Cyrus we 

read of in the Scriptures? 

M R S • S :-.1 I T H • 

The very fame; you may take the fee.and 
volume of Rollin, and there ) ou will find 

the hifior~· of Crrus: you may write out 

any part of his life that .flrikes you mofr, and 

read it to us at a future time. 
n:e 
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In the afternoon Mrs. Smith ordered the 

carriage, and fet out for the cottage; but, 

on her arrival, found the children penfi ve, 

pale, and languid. 

NURSE., 

I am glad, madam, you are come. I 

fear the poor children will be ill; I could 

fcarcely pacify them laft night. Mifs Eliza 

fainted away, and frightened me fadly; and 

to-day little vVilliam is quite feverifh; I 

fear he is going to have the meafles; he has 

fcarcely been out of my lap all day. 
MRS. SMITH. 

I hope you are better,. Eliza~ 
ELIZ A. 

I don't feel quite as I did yefterday ~ 

MRS. SMITH. 

My dear Ann, you look unwell. 
A-NN. 

My head aches, madam. 

MRS. SMITH. 

My fweet little fellow, will you go with 
me? 

l-I 3 WILLIAM, 
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WILLIAM. 

Yes, I will; but let nurfe go too. 
MRS. SMITH. 

N urfe, if you can be fpared from your 

family, I fhall think it an acquifition to have 

you with us till the children are quite well . 
agam. 

NURSE. 

I will attend them, madam, with pleafure, 

as my daughter can take care of the concerns 

of my family. Mifs Eliza, have you got 

the piaures? 

ELIZA. 

Yes, N urf e ;-then, turning to Mrs. 

Smith, Oh, madam (taking out of her 

pocket two miniature piRures) this is my 

dear mamma's; the other is one that my 
mamma uf ed to weep over, and kifs, and 
tell us to love it; perhaps we might one 

day fee the original; it is my grand-papa's. 

MRS. SMITH. 

You fhall keep them yourf elf, and look 

at them as often as you pleafe. Are you 

ready to go, my dears? 

ELIZA 

' :t 
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ELIZA AND ANN. 

Yes, madam. 
WILLIAM. 

But I mufi. be in N urfe's lap. 

MRS. SMITH. 

You !hall, my dear boy. 

NURSE. 

But, if Mafter vVilliam will fit in his 

fifter's lap, I will walk, or elfe, madam, 

you will be crouded. 

MRS. SMITH. 

No, no, N urfe, you !hall ride with us; 

it will be of no confequence for fo little a 

way. 
NURSE. 

Look about you, my fweet boy: is it not 

nice riding? 
WILLIAM. 

I had rather have been with my mamma 

than in this coach; but let me go to fleep. 

MRS. SMITH. 

How many children have you, N urfe? 

NURSE. 

Four, madam; my cldeft daughter is al

. moll twenty; il1e is nurfe.maid in a gentle
man's 

/ 
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rnan~s family, and is as dutiful a child as I 
could wi{h; my next is about fix teen, and 
is as notable a girl as ever lived: my two 
boys work with their father. 

MRS. Sl\IITH. 

You are quite a happy family. 
NURSE. 

Yes, madam; I cannot wifh for more than 
I enjoy in one of the heft of hufbands. Joe 
and I never had one quarrel fince we came 
together: we had, to be f ure, fome difficul
t~s to ftruggle with while the children were 
young; hut now we want for nothing. I 
little thought I was happier than my mifirefs. 
Wbo cou 1d !--ave imagined fuch a fine gen
tleman cuuld have ufed his wife fo ill? I 
plainly fee, madam, that gentlefolks are not 
always the happiefi people7 

MRS. SMITH. 

Your obfervation i very jufi. 

The carriage flopping, the converfation. 
was broken off. 

On tlieir entering Amufement Hall, .!v1rs. 
Smith tb us audn ued Eliza and Ann. 

f . 
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MRS. SM[TH. 

Now, my dear children, I hope you will 

look on this place as your home, and me as 

your mamma, as I have adopted you for 

my own: I feel a1ready that I love you. 

Eliza, you weep; tell me what caufes thofe 

tears? 
ELIZA. 

I cannot forget my dear mamma. 

MRS. SMI I H. 

My dear, I would wi!h you to remember 

your mamma, and retain the higheft rever

ence for her; we will talk of her, and love 

her memory; but I will leave you a while 

with your little friends. 

EL I Z A. 

vVhat a fweet place! but I !hall not enjoy 
it. Oh my dcarmamma! You muft excufe 

me, ladies, for I cannot help talking of my 

rnamma;-fhe is uppermoft in my thoughts. 

AMELIA. 

Excufe you, my dear! I do more, I 

fympathize with you; but after tea we will 

walk in the garden, which, I hope, will 

rcmo\ e 
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remove your fifi:er Ann's head-ach. Is it 
any better, my dear Ann? 

ANN. 

1 think it is a little. 

LAU RA. 

Let us go up :flairs, and we will fhew you 
where you are to flcep. Little \Villiam is 
Hot awake yet. I hope you will all be bct
tl!'r to,morrow. 

The next day Ann and vVillfa.m had the 
appearance of an eruption, v. hi h proved 
to be tl:e mcafles. 

!\1rs. Smith attended them with the !oli
citude of a mother. For three days their _ 
Jives were def paired of; duriug \\ ljich •time 
fhe never left them: their recovery being 
very flow, and their coughs continuing, !vlrs. 
Smith called in a pl-- yfician, by whofe ad-

, vice !he took them a journey for fome weeks, 
accompanied by her nice e and Mifs Lloyd. 

END OF THE SECO:-:D PART .. 
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PART THE TI-IIRD. 

THE journey proved fo beneficial to the 
health of the little Smiths, that they 

were perfe&ly recovered on their return to 
Amufement Hall, which they entered ,vith 
all the vivacity and fprightlinefs common to 
children of their age. 

The next morning Mrs. Smith thus ad
drdfed the children. 

MRS. SMITH. 

vVe mufi now, my dear children, pro
ceed in our ufual method. Eliza and Ann 

are both fond of reading, and I have proofs 
tbat they are neat workers. Pray, my dear, 
what age are you? 

EL17.A . 
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ELIZA. W 

I am near eleven, and my fifier Ann 

nine; but I fear, madam, you have too 

high an opinion of us; I wifh we may not fa 

difappoint your expeaations. hJ 

LAU RA. 

You are very humble, Eliza. My papa 

\\ ill expe8:. a great deal from me when I 

return home, and I am not afraid of his 

being difappointed. 
MRS. SMITH. 

Perhaps you will think you know better 

than your papa. 
LAURA. 

If I do, I fhall tell him fo; for I can fay 

any thing to him; he never contradi8s me: 

1 alrnofi long to go home, I fhall be .of f o 

much importance. 
MRS. SMITH. 

Of jufi as much, Mifs Laura, as the gnat 

in the fable, that placed himfelf upon the 

born of a bull, and very civilly begged par

don for the liberty he took; but rather than 

incommode you, faid he, by my weight, I'll 

remove. Oh! fays the bull, I felt you not 
when 

L., 
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w;1en you fat clow:1, and I !hall not mifs you 

when you plea fe to depart. 

- · I would have you to know, your papa as 

far exceeds you in underfl:anding, as the 

bull did the gnat in bulk. 

.. 

LAUR A. 

Indeed, madam, you make me quite 

ail1amed of myfelf; but I will endeavour to 

think of the gnat, and then my own impor

ta·nce will vanifh . 

MRS. SMITH. 

That will be a good improvement of the 

fable. You will. each remember that what 

you read in the morning rnuft be repeated 
. r . 
111 tne a1tcrnoon, Ill your own way, as you 

can recoiled. 

\VI L L ! A l\I. 

I mufl learn fomething, mamma. 

M lt S. S :\l l T II. 

So you fhall; Lhcre, Ipcll that word, then 

yoa ihall have a picture. 

WILLI.'\.M. 

Sdkr Ann, look what a many pretty pic

tures here arc! horfc, <log, cat, lamb, and a 
,, hole heap more. 

I 
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ANN. 

Did \Villiam fpell them all? 

\V I L L I A 1\I • 

Yes, all. 

ANN. 

But you don't love fpclling. 

WILLIAM. 

But I do, for fuch pretty things as thefe; 
and mamma has got a great many more m 
her grammar box. 

~1 R S. S .M I TH• 

Now, my dears, go to play. 

After dinner the converfation was re. 
fumed. 

M R S. S I\1 I T H • 

Now, my dear Ann, do you give me an 
account of what you read in the natural 
hiflory this morning. 

ANN. 

It was about thofe great creatures the 
Elephants, who are faid to be from feven 
to fifteen feet in height : but what pleafed 
me moft was, that they have trunks, formed 

of 
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of many rings, fo that they can turn them 
about as they pleafe, can even take up a 
halfpenny, or a glove, and give it to the 
owner, as I was informed by a lady, who 
faw it. 

M R S • S !\-1 I TH. 

You have, my dear, very prettily intro
duced this circumHance into your fiory: 
go on. 

ANN. 

The eyes are extremely fmall, the legs 
fhort, and the tail like that of a hog; in the 
upper jaw are two tufks, of fix or feven 
feet long, from which we obtain our ivory. 
,vhen united in droves, and enraged, it 
would require an army to repel them. They 
were formerly ufed in battle, to carry towers 
with foldiers in them. They Heep fianding, 
and have been known to live from 120 to 
130 years. 

irn. S • S M I TH. • 
You have given a very good account. 

ELIZ,\. 

I will tell yon, madam, what I heard of 
the gratitude of an elephant. A drove ufed 

I 2 to 
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to go daily to water; and a woman that fold 
greens particularly noticed one, and con

ftantly gave it fomething from her fiall, as it 

paffed. One day, as they were returning 

from the water, the woman having left her 

little child, it had fallen off the fiall .into the 

road, and would have been trodden to 

death, if it had not been for the elephant, 

·which the woman ufed to feed, who faw the 

child, and care~ully took it up with its trunk, 

and laid it on the ftall. 

MRS. SMITH. 

Thank you, my dear, for this account. 

There are few animals but '"·hat are fenfib]e 

of kindnefs received: this, however, 1s a 

remarkable inftance of fagacity and gra 

titude. 

ANN. 

What my fifter has related reminds me of 

one, who took a laughable revenge on fome 

taylors, who were fitting at work with the 

windows open. An elephant putting his 

trunk into the wi1 dow, the ta} lors pricked 

the end of it with tLeir needles; the elephant 

went do·wn to the 1iYer, and fdkd his trunk 
full 
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full of water (whjch they fay will contain 

near a pail full) and came, and poured it 

upon the taylors, to the amufement of all 

that faw it. 
LA URA. 

Thank you, Ann, for your droll ftory. 

MRS. SMlTH. 

Laura, let us have your anecdote on 

integrity. 

LAUR A. 

The inhabitants of a great town offered 

Marfhal de Turenne 100,000 crowns, upon 

condition he would take another road, and 

not march his troops their way. I-le anfwer

ed them, '- As your town is not in the road 

I intended to march, I cannot accept the 

money you offer me." 

ANN. 

}le might have taken the money without 

faying what his intentions were. 

MRS. 1)1\l!TH. 

True integrity wi'll never liften to any 

rcafoning ~~gc!.i11fl: confcience, nor can it be 

in-1uced by the profpe8:. of gain to take ad

vc111tage of the ignorance of any, but will 

I 3 rather 
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rather affifi: them to obtain that information, 
the want of \vhich evidently leads them into 

.mifiakes prejudicial to their interefl:. This. 
little ftory inftru8s us alfo to be guided by 
principles of the fl:ricleft integrity, in thofe 
parts of our condu8, which are not open 
to the view of our fellow c1 eatures, and 
never to commit an aa of inju!hce, be
caufe it appears to us 1mpoffible to be de
te8ed. 

I think, Eliza, your fubjea is Natural 
Hifl:ory. 

ELIZA. 

Yes, madam, about a curious cotton 
tree, from which our cotton clothing is de
.rived. There are three forts; one creeps 
on the earth like a vine; the frcond is thicl, 
]ike a bu:!hy dwarf-tree; and the third is 
tall, as an oak: all the three, after they 
l1ave produced very beautiful flowers, are 
1oaded with a fruit as large as a ·walnut, and 
whofe outward coat is entirely black. Tbis 
fruit, when it is fi.dly rire, opens and di{~ 
covers a down extremely white, which is' 
called cotton. The feeds r.re feparatcd 

fiom 
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from the cotton by a mill; the cotton is 

afterwards fpun, and prepared for all forts 

of fine works, fuch as flockings, waiflcoats, 

quilts, and conveniences of various kinds. 

LAU RA. 

Pray don't our muflins come from the 

cotton tree? 

ELIZ:\. 

r ndoubted1y; I wonde.r I fhould forget 

that; and ~otton is fometimes mixed with 

,vool, fornetimes with filk, and even gold 

itfclf. 
LAURA. 

Amelia fays :fhe has written a pretty ftory 

out of Rollin; if fhe has your permiffion, 

madam, {he will read it to us. 

MRS. SMITH. 

You are anxious, Laura, to hear more 

of your favourite Cyrus. I cannot deny 

your requefl; Amelia has my permiHion. 

AMELIA (reads). 

Tbe king of Armen1a, who was va:!fal 

to the Medes, lookiFlg upon them as ready 

to be [wallowed up by the formidable league 

formed 



9 Z A. MU SE l\I E N T H A L L; 

formed againft them, thought fit to lay hold 

on this occafion to £hake off their yoke. 

Accordingly he refufed to pay them the 

ordinary tribute, and to fend them the num

ber of troops he was obliged to furnifh in 
time of war. 

This highly embarra!fed Cyaxares (who 

·was uncle to Cyrus): at this j un8:ure he 

was afraid of bringing new enemies upon 

hi0 hands, if he undertook to compel the 

Armenians to execute their treaty; but 

Cyrus, having informed himfelf exactly of 

the ilrength and fituation of the country, 

undertook the affair. The important point 

was to keep his ddign fecrt:t, v, irnout which 

he was not likely to f ,(. cccd: he therefore 

appointed a great hunting match on th~t fide 

(Ff the count1 y; for it was bis cu Horn to ride 

out th~t way, and frequent!) hunt \\ith the 

king's fern, and the young noblemen of Ar

n1crna. 
On the day appointed he fet out \\1th a 

numerous retinue. The troops followed at 

a difL.mce, and were not to ap1-car till a: 

fignal was given. After fome days hunting,. 
whc.!1 

C 

:I 



AMUSEMENT HALL. 93 

when they were come pretty near the palace, 

,.., here the court refi<led, Cyrus communi- , 

cated his de.Ggn to his officers, and fent 

Chryfanthes with a detachment, ordering 

them to n1ake themfelvcs maH.ers of a cer

tain fieep eminence, where he knew the 

king ufcd to retire, in cafc of an alarm, 

with his family and treaf ure. 

LAURA. 

Cyrus does not appear to me in a very 

favourable light, in tl;iis affair: it was 

coming upon them before war was decla-

red. 
MRS. SMITH. 

I fha11 not attempt to plead Cyrus's caufe, _ 

he is io well able to do it himfelf. 

LAURA. 

I fha11 be glad ifhe comes off with honour: 

but I will not interrupt you any longer, 

Amelia. 
AMELIA. 

This being done, he fends a herald to 

the king of Armenia, to fumrnon him to 

perforn1 the treaty, and in the mean time 

ordered his troops to advance. Never was 
court 
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court 1n greater furprife and perplexity. 
The ki;1g ·was confc~0us of the wrong he 
had done, and w:is not in a condition to 
fupport it; howe\'er, he did what he could 
to ~,ffernble liis forces together from all 
quarters, and in the mean time difpatche<l 
bs youngeft fan, called Sabaris, into the 
mountains,. with his ·wives, his daughters, 
and whatever was rnofl: precious and val u
able; but when he was informed by his 
fcouts, that Cyrus was coming upon his 
heels, he entirely loft all courage, and all 
thoughts of making a defence. The Ar 
rnenians, following his example, ran away, 
every one where he could, to fecure what 
was dearefi to him. 

Cyrus, feeing the country covered ,rith 
people, that were endeavouring to ri1ake 
tbeir efcape, fent them word, that no harm 
fhould be done them, if they Haid in their , 
houfes; but that as many as were tal .... c11 

running away fhould be treated as cncmit-.,. 
This made them all retire to their habi ta
tlons, excepting a few that follo•Ned the 
l·ing. 

On 
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On the other hand, they that were con
duEling the princeffes to the mountains fell 
into the ambufh Chryfanthes had laid for 
them, and were mo{l of them taken prifon
ers. The queen, the king's fon, his 
daughters, his el<left fon's wife, and his 
treafures, all fell into the hands of the 
Pei fians. 

The king, hearing this melancholy news, 
and not kno-wing what courfe to take, re
tired to a little eminence, where he was 
prefently invefted by the Pcrfian army, and 
obliged to furrender. Cyrus ordered him, 
with all his family, to be brought into the 
rnidfl of the army. At that very inilant 
arrived Tigranes, the king's eldeft fon, who 
,,:as jufl: returned from a journey. At fo 
moving a fpcElacle he could not forbear 
weeping. Cyrus, addrcffing himfelf to him, 
faiJ, " Prim c, you are come very feafon
ably to be preii..'nt at the trial of your father." 
. .-\.nd imrnediatciy he affembled the cartains 
of the Per!ians and !vledcs, and called in 
alfo the great men of Armenia; nor did he 
exclude the laJ1es from this aH~moly, \\, ho 

were 
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were 111 their chariots, but gave them full 

liberty to hear all that paffed. 

vVhen all was ready, and Cyrus had 

commanded filence, he began with requir

ing of the king, that in all the quefiiohs he 

was going to propofe to him, he would 

anfwer fincercly, becaufe nothing could be 

more unworthy a perfon of his rank than to 

ufe diffimulation or falfehood. The king 

promifcd he would. Then Cyrus afl ... ed 

him, but at different times, propofing each 

article feparately, ai.~ in order, \Vhether 

it was not true, that he had rnadc war agai1~fl 

· 1\.fiyages, king of the Mcdes, his grand

father? \Vhether he had not been over

come in that war, and, in confequcnce of 

his defeat~ had concluded a t1e,1ty, by ~\·hich 

he was obliged to pay a certain tribute, to 

furnifh a certain nnmbcr of troops, and not 

to keep any fortified place in bis country? 

It was impoffible for the kj11g to deny al})' 

of thcfe fatls, which ,rerc all public and 

notonous. " For what reafon, then (con. 

tinaccl C) rus) have you violated the treaty 

1n every article?" " } or no o ther ( replied 

th 

t. 

, 
f 
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the king) than bccaufe I thought it a glorious 
thin6 to f111~(e off the yoke, to live free, 
an l to leave my children in the fame con
dition." 

LAUR A. 

'\\r c.1s not thi~, madam, a fentirnent worthy 
of a king? ,Vbo wonld live in fubjeGion 
when he might be free I 

~IRS. Si11ITH. 

Bu.t the ties and obligations we are under 

are to be taken into confiJeration, as you ., 

\\.·ill prefcntly fee. Co on, Amelia. 

" It is really glorious (anfwered Cyrus) 
to fight in defence of !ibcrty; but if any 
one, after he is reduced to fervitude, {hould 
attur1pt to run away from his ma(lcr, \\ hat 
would you do with him?" " I mufl confcfs 
(fays the king) I Viould puniil1 him." " And 
if you had given a government to one of 
your f ubjeds, and he fhould be found to 
comrr1it malvcrfations, would you continue 
him in his poit ?1

' " No certainly; I would 
put another in his place." '' And if he had 

K arnailcd 
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amaffed great riches by his unjufi praE'ti
ces ?'' " I would {lrip him of them." " But, 
which is ftill worfe, if he had held intelli

gence with your enemies, how would ) ou 

treat him ?IJ " Though I fl1ould pafs fen

tence upon myfelf (replied the kfr1g) I mun 
declare the truth : I woulJ put him to 
death." At thefe words Tigranes tore his 

L~:r from his head, and rent his garments: 

the won1 en burfl into lamentc!tions and out
cr·es, as if fentence had been aRually puffed 

upon him. 

MR S. S ~11 T 1 , 

_ ~ o .v, my dear Laura, you fee hm · peo-

ple may be dra":n awa)· by frcciCJus notions 
, • l 

of honoer; but when th(ir ,1El ions arc l aint-

ed j n true colours, they are forced to cr,n

dernn thernfel \'e '; the ref ore, in every im
portant concern we undertake, ,,:e fhould 

e,rtr.1i:1e it ourfel\'es in eve1 y point of view. 
Jf rhe kin~ of Armenia had done fo; aPd 
a8cd confifkntlv, he woul<l not have been ., 

brou rrbt into this dreadful fituation. b . , 

LAUR,'\. 
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LAUR A. 

I long to know what Cyrus did with 
him. 

MRS. SMITH. 

Amelia, proceed. 

Cyrus having again commanded filence, 
Tigranes addrefled hirnftlf to the prince to 
this effea: " Great prince, can you think 
it conG ltcnt with your wifdom to put my 
father to death, even again!t your own in
tereft ?'' " I-low againH my intercfi ?" (re. 
plied Cyrus.) " Bccaufe he was never fo 
capable of doing you fervice." " How do 
you make that appear? do the faults we 
commit enhance our merit, and give us a 
new title to confi<leralion and favour?'' 
" They certainly do, provided they ferve 
to make us wifer. For wifdom is of ineili
rnable value. 1\.re riches, courage, or ad. 
drcfs, to be compared to it? Now it is 
evident that this fingle day's experience has 
infinitely imp.roved my father's wifdom. He 
knows how dear the violation of his word 
has coil him. I-le has proved and felt how 

K 2 much 
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much you are fuperior to him in all rcfpcBs. 

~ le has not been able to fucceed in any of 

his de.Ggn :-; ; but you h~\·e happily accom. 
l . fl l 11 d . b h 1 •• p1u ... 1eu ct y 1urs: ari \\ It t1 at cxpemt10n 

and fecrecy that he has found bimfeif fur
rounded, and taken, before he expeEled 

to be attacked j and the very place of his 

retreat bas frrved only to enli1are him." 

'' But your father ( replied Cyrus) has yet 

undergone no fufferings that can have taught 
him wildom." 

" The fear of evil (anfwered Tigranes) 

when it is fo well founded as this is, has a 

much fharper Hing, and is more capable of 
piercing tbc foul, than the evil it!elf. Be

iidcs, pcnLit me to fay, that gratitude is a 

Hrongcr, and more prevailing motive, than 

any other whatever; and there can be no 

ob] igations in the world of a higher nature 

than thofe you \\ ill lay on my father. £-Ii 
fortune, liberty, fccptre, life, wiYes, and 

children, all rdlored to him with foch a 

generofity ! VVhere can you find, illufirious 

prmce, in one frngle pc1 fon, fo many Hrong 

and 

" 
tr 

d 
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and powerful ties to attach him to your 

fervice ?" 
" "\Vel1 then, ( replied Cyrus, turning to 

the king) if I fhould yield to your fan's en
treaties, with what number of men, and what 
f un1 of money, will you affifi us in the war 

again.fl the Babylonians?" " My troops 

and treafures (fays the· Armenian king) are 
no longer mine-they are entirely yours. 

I can raife forty thoufand foot, and eight 
thoufand horfe; and as to money, I have 
about three thoufand talents; all thefe are 

who1ly at your difpofal." 

Cyrus accepted half the number of troops, 
and left the king the other half~ for the de

fence of the country again.fl the Chaldeans, 
with ,rhom he was at war. The annual 

tribute which was due to the Medes he 
doubled, and, infiead of fifty talents, ex

aEled a hundred, and borro\red the like 
furn over and above, in his own name. 

" But what would you give me (added 
Cyrus) for the ranfom of your wives?" 

" All I have in the world" (anfwered the 

king). " 1i.nd for your children?'' " The 

:K 3 fame 
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fame thing." " From this time you are in
debted to me the double of aH your poficf_ 
!ions." '- And you, Tigr::rnes, at what 
price would you redeem the liberty of your 
lady?" Now he had lately married her, 
and was paffionately fond of her. " At the 
price ( fays he) of a thoufand lives, if I had 
them!" 

Cyrus then conduEled them all to his tent, 
and entertained them at [upper. It is eaiy 
to imagine what tranfports of joy there mull 
have been upon this occafion. Cyrus, 
before they parted, embraced them all, in 
token of a per feE1 reconciliation. This 
done, they got into their chariots, with 
their \\ives, and went home full of grati
tude and admiration. Nothing but Cyrus 
,ras mentioned the whole way; fame e·xtol
Jing his wifdom, others his Yalour; fome 
admiring the f weetnefs of his temper, others 
praifing the beauty of his perfon, and the 
rnajefiy of his mien. " And you (fays 
T igrar-.es, addrcfling himfelf to Lis lady) 
what do y cu think of Cyrus's afpeB: and de
portment ?" " I do not know, (replied the 

lady); 

0 

Cl 
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lady); I did not obfe1Te him." " Upon 
what obje8:, then, did you fix your eyes?'' 

"Upon him that faid, he· would gin~ a 
thoufand lives to ranfom my liberty.'' 

LAURA. 

Amelia, this is a charming ftory ! I 
know not which to admire moil-Cvrus for 

✓ 

his clemency, or Tigranes for his eloquence 

in pleading his father's caufe. 

The next morning Mrs. Smith, on enter

·ing the breakfaH parlour, finds Eliza weep-
. 
wg. 

MRS. SMITH. 

IIas any accident happened, my dear 

child? 
ELIZA. 

N' o, madam, I was only dra·wing a con

trafl between our fituation, and that of one 

of our play-fellows, who was left in firnilar 
circumfiances: but ihe met with all forts of 

monifications; while we, in our new rnamma, 

l11CCt 
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mfet with every indu1gence; fo that I could 

not help weeping for joy. 
?\-1 R S • 5 M I T H . 

If the relation of this child's misfortunes 

will not affect you too much, I :fhould like 
to hear them. 

EL I ZA. 

I-Icr name was Lee: her papa was lieuten

ant in our regiment. She loft her mamma 

when fhe was very young, for which reafon 

fhe was almoft confbntly with us, rny 
rnamma being very fond of her. About 

- two years ago he\ papa died, and left her 
quite deftitute. My dear mamma wept 

over her, regretting that it was not in her 

power to provide for her; but a difiant re

lation of her mamma's, who ·was a ma~tua

maker, took her, intending to bring her up 

to her own bufinefs. 1'.1 v mamma fent us 
✓ 

one dav to fee her: he-r couiin faid ihe was , 

a proud little thing; :fhe l~ad on ly aO-..ed her 

to fweep up the hearth, ari d truly ivlifs had 

rcfufcd, telling her :fhc had done it before 

fLc came, and might nvN, for fhe ·was not 
ufed 

h 
I 
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ufcd to do fuch tl1ing-;i but added, I hit her 

a good ilap, and brou3ht down her pride. 

LAUR A. 

I cannot bear tl,is, couijn: if I had been 

J\fifs Lee, I would not have done it, for 

all her beating: a pretty thing, indeed, to 
afk a young lady! 

MR~. SMITH. 

Laura, do you kno\v lady l\.1ary? She 

is about your own age; and though her father 

is an earl, yet it is faid he is very poor. Sup
pofe this chtld reduced to poverty, and 
your papa were to take her, and bring her· 
up as your companion. 

LAUR A. 

I would treat her with the kindnefs of a 

fifrer. 

MRS. S:\11 TH, 

\Vould you fcruple to beg of her to fetch 
your cap out of foch a drawer? 

LAURA. 

Certainly not. 

l\lRS. SM:ITU . 

But if {he w . .1.s to denv vou? 
, ' . 
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LAURA. 

I Ihould be quite provoked, and fay ilie 
was a proud, good for-nothing girl; fi)r 

that could be no hardfhio; it is not like .. 
fweeping the hearth. 

MRS. SMITH. 

But ·would you not confiJer her dignity? 
LAURA. 

I think fhe ought to confi<ler her poverty, 

and be thankful fhe was not afked to do any 
thing yv-orfe; and if fhe would not do that 

willingly, I think fhe ought to be made. 

MRS, S.MlTH. 

Now, Laura, draw a comparifon between 

yourfelf and Mifs Lee's Coufin: before we 

condemn the condu8: of others, we ought 

to put ourfelves in their place. It would 

be as much below the dignity of Lady 1Iary 
to fetch Mifs Lloyd's cap, as for Mifs Lee 

to fw eep her coufin's hearth, though it would 

be the duty of each to fubmit to their bene

faaors. iv1ifs Lee's coufin afked her to do 

only what !he herfelf was accufiomed to do, 

and therefore thought it pride in her to re

lu{c. I own there was want of feeling in 
beginning 

t 

e 

c 
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hcoinnin(T fo haftily: had fhe for a moment i:) 0 

put herfelf in Mifs Lee's fituation, fhe WoLilcl 
have adopted a n1ilder way of urging her 
point. My dear L:1.ura's falling into the 
fa:ne error, is froill the fame cau fe, not 
entering into the ;rcc1i11gs of others. Though 
your father is rich, yet you have been taught 
that you have feet to carry you to your 
dra·wers, and hand.) to take out ,,vhat ) ou 
want; while Lady Mary has a fervant frand 
behind her all the time fhe is dreffing, to 
f~tch and carry every thi 11g fhe wants. If 
you ever do any perfon a kindnefs, always 
<lo it as if you were the mofl obliged: there 

is more in the manner of beflowing a favour, 
than i:1 tLe favour itfelf; and, by removi.,~ 
every thing that gives pain, we impe-rceptibly 
brj!lJ people into our o,vn ideas of things. 
A. 11elia, fhould vou have treated Ladv 

,I ✓ 

!vi.t ry the fame? You are filent; don't be 
2.Hiamed to own the truth. 1 endeavour 
to fath0!T! your hearts out of love to you: 
you have much to 1carn; but what will be 
c,f t~e n ofl fervice to you is to kno\v your
fr h·l . 

I have 
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I have juH reco1le8:ed the conduct of a 

pritice of our own nation, which will not be 

unfuitable on the prefent occafion: 

The Prince of ,vales, corn'11only called 

the Black Prince ( from the colour of his 

annoi-1r) whe> dii1inguifhcd himfc.:lf by hi .· 

conduEl and bra very in the battle of' Poidi

ers, was not lefs admired, after the victory, 

for his modeft and generous b.;ha viour t<. 

his prifo11er King John. The evening 

fter tbe battle, the prince refu fed to :lit 

down with the king at fupper; but, Hand

ing behind his chair, entertained him with 

h1s difcourfe. As the king's thoughts were 

whully employed about his prefent misfor

tune, the prince faid to him, in a n1odefl 

and unaffetled manner, " That his Maje fly 

had one great reafon to be comforted, which 

was, that the battle was not loft by his fault; 

, that the Englifh, to their cofl, had experi

enced him to be the bravcfl of princes, and 

that God alone had difpofed of the viElory; 

and ( continued he) i[ L>1 t me has been your 

.adverfary, you may, at kafi, refi fecure, 

that 

0 

a. 

t; 
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t11at an inviolable regard {hall be prcferved 
for ) o 1r per fun; and that you D1all ex:)eri
enc~ in rnc a very refpe8:ful re1ation, if I 
may ilory in rha.t t;de." Ti:c king upon 
this, recovering hirnfelf, turned to the 
Pri nee, and faid, with an air of fatisfaaion, 
,. Tb~t, fincc it was his dcftiny to be van .. 
qui fhcd, and taken, in an a&ion ,;,vhcrei 1 he 
had June nothin~ \111\Vorthy of his charaEler, 
he k uncl grcal co1~Lfort in falling into the 
hands ofthc1nofi valiant and generous Prince 

I 
. ,, 

a IVC. 

It is faid, that when ring Edward, father 
to the Prince, received t'ic nc,vs of the 
battle, he declan,d that his fatisfaaion at fo 
gloriot .s a viEtory was not comparable to 
what he felt fr01n the generous behaviour 
of his fon. 

LAURA. 

I hope I {hall take pattern by this Prince, 
and do all in rny power to allevi2te the dif. 
trdfe ~ of others. 

L ELIZA. 
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ELIZA. 

I have often thought of a converfation I 

heard between my papa and fornc ofliccrs; 

they agreed that Hratagems in war were 

neceffary, and gave feveral examples: they 

then went on to the fubjeEl of treachery; 

but my rnamma fent me out of the room, 

and fo prevented me from hea1 ing their 

oprnwn. This was a fad d~fappointmcnt. 

Ptay, madam, is it lawful, by treachery, 

to take ad\,antage of an enemy? 
M g S. S l\1 I T H. 

I fhould ho?e, my dear, there arc few 

to be fonnd that 1 rould plead for it. I ,,, ill 

tel! you how Fc1bricius aElcd \rhcn his encn,y 

was put into h1s power. 

,ir as it the fame Fa bricius that was fent 

amba{fador to P\-rrbus? 
✓ 

?.1 RS. S .:\fl T H • 

T½e vcrv fame. , 

The year after he was fcnt out with the 
army tigJinfl Pyrrhus, tLcir camp lying at 

no great diHance, Pyrrhus's rhyGcian came 

to 
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., 
to Fab ricius by night, offering to di [patch 

Pyrrhus by poifon, if he woulcl reward him 

for it. Fabricius inllantly ordered him to 

be bound, and carried back to his maficr; 

and that P) rrhus fhould be informed what 

propofals the phyfician bad made againfi his 

life. The king wa5 io Hrnck with admira

tion, that he is reported to have faid: 

" I· ctbricius is a perfon of fncb virtue, that 

it is more difEcul t to divert him from the 

paths of honour, th,:rn the fun from hi;, 

our!~." 

AM~Lt,\, 

I think it is a great doubt whether Pyr

rhus would haYe been as generous to him. 

:-.1 RS. S )1 I "I JI. 

But, my dear, if we have an enemy in 

onr powrr, the qudLon ought not to be, 

\Vhat ,, ould he have done to n1e? but, 

vVhat is my duty towards him according to 

true reElitude? 

!vlrs. Smith receives two letters. 

L2 AMELIA. 
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A~! EL 1.1. 

TLe addrefs of tl·.at l.ettc1· · ' 1s my papas 
hand-writing; the other is .l\,Ir. Lloyd's. 

l\1Rs. SMITH (reads tlzcm). 

The purport of thcfe two letters is to 
fummon my dear Amelia and Lau1a away. 

r- LIZ,\. 

I-io\~· can we part with them? 
M R S • S .:',1 I T H • 

I do it with the lcfs regret, as they arc 
net to be paned from each other. 

I.At:R.\. 

I rejoice at that, though I long to be a 
little with my papa, haYing been abfrnt from 
him for fuch a length of time. 

1'I R S , S ,:\1 I T II • 

Y.ou v;ill enjoy that plcafure alfo, as your 
papa has confrnted to a,ccornpany l\rir. and 
l\lrs. Denew in tLcir vi!'it to Bath for the 
winter, with their whole Family. 

LAL . :\. 
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LAURA. 

I am quite delighted that my papa is to 

be with us! 
AMELIA. 

,vhat an addition to our happinefs wou1d 

it be, if my dear aunt and young friends 

were to be of our party ! 

!:.. D OF TH THIRD P \RT. 

L 3 I'ART 





PART THE FOURTH. 

THE next morning an affeclionate part
ing took place. 

The, were no fooner gone than Eliza 
gave vent to her feelings. 

ELIZ.A. 

You mun excufe me, madam; I cannot 
help wecpin~ : I did not know how much I 
loved them till the fep.iration came. 

ANN. 

"\Ve fl1all lore many ad vantages by the lofs 
of their company. 

liIRS. 
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l\I R S. S M 1 TH. 

But it is u[elefs to dwell on the gloomy 

fide; you {hould rather look forward to the 

pleafure you may enjoy in a correfpond

cnce with them. 
ELIZA. 

They promifed to give us an account of 

all the adventures they met with. I am 

perfuadcd we fhall find a great deal of en

tcrtaimncnt in their letters. 
ANN. 

How we fball watch the pofi ! 
,v1 L LIAM. 

Mamma, John is going to ride yourhorfe; 

may I go before him? 
l\IRS, SMITH, 

Yes, you may; and tell John I fball want 

the carriage in the afternoon. 

ELIZA. 

I wi:fh I did not feel f o uncomfortable; 

I cannot fettle to any thing. 
J\1RS, SM ITH, 

To give a turn to your thoughts, I will 

kt you fee an allegory, that was put into 
rny 
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my hands the other day by a lady of my 

acquarntance. 

I: LIZ.\. 

Thank you, rnadc1m. 
A~ N. 

Pray, Eliza, read it out. 

ELIZ.A. 

That I will with pieaf ure. 

, CARE AND GENEROSITY. (By}vlr.Smart.) 

Old Care, ,vith insluflry and art, 

At length fo well had play'd bis part, 

I-Ic hcap'tl up fuch an ample fl.ore, 

That av'ricc could not figh for more, 

Ten thon[:ind flod~s his 1hcphcrds told, 

1-Iis co Hers overflow 'd with gold, 

The land all round him was his own, 

\Vith corn his crowclccl granaries groan: 

In D1ort, fo van his charge and gain, 

Thal to poficfs them was a pain; 

"\Vith bappincfs opprcCs'd he lies, 

Aml much too prudent to be ,rife. 

K car him there liv"d a beauteous maid, 

\,\ ith all the charms of vouth arra ·'d; , . 
Goocl: 
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Good, amiable, fincere, and free, 

.I--Ier nJmc was Generofity. 

'Twas her's the largefs to befiow, 

On rich and poor, on friend and foe. 

I-Icr doors to all were open'd wide, 

The pilgrim there might fafe abide; 

For th' hungry and the thirHy cre,v, 

The bread fhe broke, the drink {he drew. 

There ficknefs laid her aching head, 

And there diftrefs could find a bed: 

Each hour, with an all-bounteous hand, 

D:ffus'd fl1e bleffings round the land; 

Her gifts and glory lafled long, 

And num'rous was th' accepting throng. 

At length, pale penury fciz'd the dame, 

And fortune fled, and ruin came; 

She found her riches at an end, 

And that :fhe had not made one friend. 

All blam'd her for not giving mor", 

Nor thou 0 ht on \\hat {he'd done before; 

She wept, 1~1e rav 'd, D1c tore her hair, 

,vhcn lo ! to comfort her came Care, 

And cry'd, 1vly dear, if you will join 

Your hand in nuptial bonds with mine, 
All 
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All will be well; you !hall have fiore, 
And I be plagu'd with wealth no more. 
Thou.~h I reflrain your bounteous heart, 
You fiill !hall a[l the gen'rous part. 
The bri,.bl came-great was the feafl, 
./\ nd great the joy that was cxprcfa'd. 
The bride, in nine moons, brought him forth 
A little maid of matchlefs worth j 
I-Ier face was mixt of care and glee, 
They named her CEconorny; 
And flil'd her fair Difcretion's queen" 
Th~ mifhefs of tLe golden mean. 
Now Generofity confin'd, 
Is pcrfca cafy in her mind; 
She lo\'cs to gi,.·e, yet l· nows to fpare, 
Not wi{hcs to be free from Care. 

l\l R S • S ?\I I T H. 

Do you, my dear, undedland the a11c6o. 
ry? 

ELIZ.\. 

Ithiuk, madam, it means that the avarici 4 

ous can have no enjoyment of their riches, 
and that a 11 unbounded <rcnerofitv, without b I • c:econo1 1y, mufl L1 ing on rum; but that a 

pru 4 
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prudential care, with a generous heart, will 

make riches a blcffi ng to the poffeffor, an<l 

to all around him. 
l\.1RS , Si1ITII, 

You have given a good explanation. 

Some r\.ys after, as they were fitting at 

work, Eliza Ilartcd up: O, madam! there is 

a gentleman flung from his horfe ! iv1 rs. 

~Jmith · nrng for the fcrvants, and flew to 

the affiH:ance of the gentleman, who, they 

found, had broken his leg, and was fi11n

ned by the fall. They conveyed him into 

the houfe, and then fent for a furgcon, 

"¼ ho fet his leg, and ordered him to be kept 

yery fiill, being apprehenfivc from tlie blow 

on ins ncad. 1\1rs. Smith learned, from the 

gendcman's fcrvant, that his maftcr's nanje 

was C,trbonnel, and that he had lived with 

him 0 1iiy fix months, ·which time had been 

fpcnt 111 travelling. 

111. Carbonnel continued fornc days in a 

flate of in!cnfibility. .l\iirs. Smith going into 

the room 011c d,ty, he ftartcd: " \Vbat ! 1s 

It 
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it my daughter ?" recovering himfelf, " 0 
no! madam, I afk your pardon; where am 
I?" 

' l\I R S • S M I TH. 

Be compofed, Sir; you are ·with a friend, 
·who will do every thing in her power to ac .. 
commodate you; but I ,vill go, Sir, and 
fend your fervant. 

11 r. Carbonnel, on his fervant's entcring,i 
faid, '' Thomas, how came I into this fi~ 
tuation? and whofe houfc am I in?" 

THO:-.IAS. 

O, Si1r ! how rejoiced I am to find you 
take notice! 

He then informed hi~ mafrer that he was 
in the houfe of a fvirs. Smith, a wido\\- lad1;, 

, who had three fine children : " "'\Vhen you 
recover a little, Sir," faid he, " you will 
be amufed with tLefe children." · 

MR. C.\RBO:XNEL. 

1 To, Thomas; they will only revive my 
grief; why did I fay I never wifl1ed to fee 

them, 



122 AMUSEMENT HALL; 

them, when now I would give a11 the world 

to behold them? but then their father was 

living; now the cafe is altered. 

THOMAS. 

\iVho is it, Sir, that you wiil1 to fee? 
MR. C.\RBONNEL. 

I cannot tell you, Thomas : leave me; I 

will try to get a little ileep. 

MRS. Sl\I ITH ( meets Tlioma~ ). 
How does your mafrer do, Thomas? 

THO 11 AS. 

I-Ie talks quite wandering, madam. I 
fear his head is not right: I hope be wi 11 

recover. He is one of the bcfl of rna!kr5. 

He is very rich, and makes good ufc of 

his riches :-I never knew any place th?t he 

went to, but what he did fome good :-he 

docs not wait to be app1iecl to, but fecks 
out the diflreffcd :-I fhould ke1. p you a 

whole day, madam, "<:>re I to relate to you 

all I know. (Turning his head to a \\ in-

~ dow) Oh! lviaH:er SmiLh is climbing a tree 

in the orchard! 

.A\,ay 

0 

!( 
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Away he flew; but, before he got there, 

poor ,villiam had fallen to the gromd, and 

lay fcreaming terribly. Thomas picl·ed him 

up, and brought him in. 
THOMAS. 

I hope, madam, that mafter is not mucl 

hurt, 
MRS. SMITH. 

\Yilliam, are you hurt? 

WILLIAM. 

0 hr yes, mamma. 
MRS. SMITH. 

I have no pity for you, but am glad you 

feel it. 
,v1 LLI AM. 

vVhat t mamrna glad that William feels 

pain? 
MRS. SMITH. 

Yes; that you may remember not to un

dertake any thing, which ) ou are not equal 

to; had you a11'.c<l the G,L1·dener if yon 

could climb that tree, he would have told 

you the confequence of fuch a little boy's 

attempting it, 
\VILLI AM 
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WILLIAM. 

He told me not to do it: for if I did I 
fhould be fure to fall • 

.MRS. SMITH. 

Then you are a very naughty boy not to 
mind what is faid to you. You may go to 
Nanny to have your arm rubbed with bran
dy. I fee it is bruifed a little; but I do not 
wifh to have any thing to do with naughty 
children. (He goes away fobbing and cry• 
ing.) 

Mr. Carbone! continued to mend. One 
day vVilliam crept into his room. 

MR. CAR.BONN.EL. 

vVelJ, little fellow, who are you? 
'WILLIAM. 

My name is Vlilliam S1!1ith; I wanted 
fadly to fee you; your Thomas told me 
you would love me; and I am come to fee 
if you do. 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

Do you think you could love me? 

\VI LLIAM., 
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WILLIAM. 

Yes; and ( climbing_ on the bed) I will 

fhow you I do, by giving you ten kiffes; 

but do you love me? 

MR. CARBONNEL.-

How can I do otherwife, when you are 

fo kind as to come and fee me-? 

WILLIAM. 

But if mamma were to know I was here., 

Ihc would be angry, 
MR. CAR:BONNEL. 

vVhy? 
"\V l L L l A :r-.I • 

Becaufe I afked her to let me come, and 

{he faid, By no means, till you were better. 

;-..1 R. CAR B O N N E L. 

I think I fhall be angry with your rnamma 

for attempting to deprive me of fo great a 

pleafure. 

vVilliam immediately got off the bed, and 

·was marching away in a pet, faying, '' Then 

I won't kt her come to fee you; for no

b orly {hall be angry with my n1amma." 

l\l 3 MR 
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MR. CARBONNEL. 

Stop, flop, my dear boy; I have got 
fame plumbs for you. 

'WILLIAM. 

I won't have them, without you will pro
mife not to be angry with my mamma. 

MR. CARBONNEL. ,v ell, I will promife. 

Juft at this juntlure Mrs. Smith enteredo 

MRS. SMITH. 

,villiam, how came you to intrude into 
~Ir. Carbonnel's room? 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

Madam, you muft excufe ,villiam, for 
he has only imitated 1Jis mamma in b.eing 
~nxious to pay attention to a Itranger • 

.MR S S !\!I TH. 

I believe, Sir, as my boy has intruded~ 
I muft beg leave to introduce my girls, who 
are equally anxious to fee you. 

MR, CARBONNEL. 

1 fuall be happy, madam, to fee them. 
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Mrs. Smith, on introducing them, ob

ferved Mr. Carbonnel to be particularly pen

five, and fetch a deep figh, when he looked 

on Eliza. 

The children being withdrawn, he thuJ 
addreffed lvlrs. Smith. 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

Madam, you are bleffed \Vith lovely 

children :-may the enjoyment of them be 
long continued to yon, and may no adverfe 

fortune imbitter your days. (Here an in

voluntary tear fiarted.) 

Mrs. Smith, finding that fomething prey

ed on Mr. Carbonnel's fpirits, which he 
willied to conceal, turned the converfation 

to general topics. 

In a few weeks Mr. Carbonne1 was fuffi_ 
ciently recovered to be carried in a chair 

into the library. Mrs. Smith, Eliza, and 

Ann were at work ;-they all rofe. 

MR, 
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MR. CARBONNEL. 

Mrs. Smith, if you fuffer me to be any 
interruption, I will be carried back to my 
chamber immediately .. 

11 R S. S 11 I T H. 

I {hall be happy,. Sir, to have y011r com
pany; the children have nearly finiihed; 
they have only two ihort ftories to repeat, 

which they Te.rd a morning or two ago. 

}.1 R , C A R B O N N E L • 

I efleem myfelf quite fortunate, that I 
am in time to hear them. 

J\I R S. S M I T H. 

Eliza, can you recolle8: the account 0f 
Alcibiades ? 

ELIZA .. 

Yes, mad.am : 

Alcibiades was a young. nobleman, who 

was continually boafling of his wealth, and 
tbe great eflates in his po.!feffion. He was 

pupil to Socrates, who one day carried him. 

to a geographical map, and an~c<l him to 
find Attica. It was fo finall it could fcarce 

be di[cerncd upon that draught; he, how-
ever, 

t 

tee 
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ever, found it with d1fficulty; but, upon 
being defired to point out his own eftate 
there, " It is too fmal1," fays he, " to be 
diflinguifhed in fuch a narrow cmnpafs.'t 

" See, then,'' replied Socrates, '' how much 
you are affected about an imperceptible point 
of land, (Rr.H. i 1 N.) 

.ANN. 

Pray, madam, let us fetch the map, and 
fee how large England is. 

MRS. SMITH. 

Do, my dear. 

ANN. 

Here it is; but it bears no proportion to 

Europe. 

ELIZA. 

Nor Europe to the whole world. 

MRS. SMITH. 

And what is our world compared with 
thofe immenfe globes which furround us! I 

have 
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:have, at times, Mr. Carbonnel, felt my 
n1jnd, as it were, loft in reflethng on the 

i1,fiuity of ipace. 

1i.1 R. C A R BO N N E L. 

lndeed, madam, the fi.tl>jed is too b1g 
!or the human underflanding to graftJ· If 

we confine our views to the folar fYilem, of 

wbich we form a part, and only contemplate 

the maguitude of the planets, their refpec

tive diil:ances, and the orbits in which they 

move, the globe that we inhabit dwindles 

into a point; but if we extend our ideas to 

the fixed frars, and confider each of then1 as 

a difiina fun, the centre of a fyfiem like 
our own, our world finks into nothing; and 

as for the poffeffions of the greateft monarch 

on earth, they arc but as a mere atom,' lof1: 

in the aby rs of bodies, and the boundlefs di

rnenfions of fpace. vVhat, then, has man to 

boaft of? But 1 will not detain the ladies. 

Mifs Ann ·will favour us with her fiory. 

ANN. 

The Lace<lcmonian youth were taught to 

reverence and refpca the aged, and to give 

them 

,' 

re 
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them proofs of it upon all occa fions; by fa_ 

luting them, by making way for them, and 

giving them place in the flreet, by rifing up, to 

{hew them honour in all companies and pub

lic affemblies; but, above all, by re~eiving 

their advice, and even their reproofs, with. 

docility and fubmiffion. 

By the[e charaEteriftics a Lacedemonian 

was known wherever he came; if he had 

behaved otherwife, it would have been look

ed upon as a reproach to himfelf, and a 

<lifhonour to his country. 

An old man of Athens going into the 

theatre once to fee a play, none of his own 

countrymen offered him a feat; but when 

he came near the place, where the Spartan 

ambaifadors, and the gentlemen of their re

tinue, were fiaing, they all rofe up, out of 

reverence to his age, and feated him in the 

mid{t of them. 

EL I Z A. 

I thi1tl'" the .·\_theniansmufl be quite afham

ecl. I hope, m~1dam, ,re ihad imbibe the 

f1nnt 
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fpirit of the Laccdernonians, and always ho
nour the aged. 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

You are a happy mother, madam; your 
daughters make a noble choice, and your 
fon vVilliarn is not behind them; for I can 
a!f ure you he is a Lacedemonian already. 

MRS. SMITH. 

I do not underfi.an<l you, Sir. 

l\IR. CARBONNEL. 

I was a f peaator of his aaions from my 
window. He was very bufy drawing a cart, 
when, all on a f udden, he left his play, and 
ran out of the garden into an adjo~ning 
field, where I perceived a poor 0ld man 
very feeble; the dear boy took him by the 
hand, and led him into the houfe, talking 
to him all the way. Thomas afterwards told 
me hmv free and goodnatured he was with 
the old man, handing the bread and beer to 
him, afh.ing if it was good, and telling him 

if 

. , 

f 
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if he woLild c01ne again, he :fhould have 

more. 

ANN. 

It was neighbour Goodall, mamma. 

MRS. SMITH. 

IIe is a worthy old man; it gives me 

finccre pleaCure to find ,villiam was fo at
tcnti vc to hirn. 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

It is a pleafure to fee children early 

inibibc fcntirnents of regard for the poor • 

. MRS. S;11ITH. 

I hope, Sir, they will ever retain "them. 

Eliza ancl Ann, feek your brother, and 

take him with you into the pleafure-gardeno 

EL l ZA. 

,, ... e will, madam. 

l\I R • C AR B O ~ N E L. 

I admire w~th what eafe Mifs Smiths re
late \Vhat they have read; and their being 

accuftomed to make remarks on what they 

read, will be of great advantage to the1n 

,vhen they grow up. I am much indebted 

to 
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to them for tl}eir endeavours to amufe me. 

A day or two ago they brought me their 

game of arithmetic. I was furprized to 

f1nd even little "\:Villiam fo ready at cafting 

up the numbers. Another day they prefent

e 1 me with their game of geography, choof

ing me their prefident to ailign and diftri

bnte their rewards, each anfo:ering to the 

counters they took out of the bag; f o that 

they went through every county and princi

pal to,\ n in England, Scotland, and Ire

land, v,.1ith the counties watered by the fca, 

and the !ea-ports, bays, and capes, pornt1116 
out each on the plain map. 

~IRS. S ~I IT II. 

It gi,,es me plcafure, Sir, to find that 

tbeir amufements meet ·with your approba

tion. \Ve are much indebted tQ the Abbe 

Gaultier, and other learned men, who have 

condcfcencled to enter into the playful ideas 

of chi1Jren, fo that learning is no longer a 

tafl\, but a pleafure; and what is attained 

by their own free-will makes an abiding im

prcflion on their minds. 

11 R. 

I 

t 
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MR. C.\RBONNEL. 

But, at the fame time, they 111uft. have a 

goocl infhutlor. Yon, madam, have fo 

happily blended inflruEtion with amufement, 

tbat you can fcarcely fail of gaining the 

hearts of your little pupils. They tell me 
the firft thing they attend to in a morning is 
reading the Scriptures: even here you have 
fiudied the peculiar propenfities of youth, by 
forming the hiflorical parts into dialogues*, 
and have thereby given yourfelf an oppor
tunity of conveying i n!lruEtion of the ut

moft importance in a pleafing and imper
ceptible manner. Mifs Smith has been fo 
obliging as to lend me the book. Your 
Hiflory of the Jews, from the time of the 

Babyioni01 captivity to the deflruO:ion of 
J erufalem by Titus, in letters, as an Appen
dix to the I-Iifiory of the Bible, is a part of 
hi{lory which I have long wifhed children 
to be acquainted with, as iL tends to illufhate 
the facred writings, by {hewing us how fully 
the prophecies therein contained were ful-

N 2 filled 

.,.Sec the advertifcment at the end • 

.... . 
r • 
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fille<l in th
4

c defiruBion of Jerufalcrn, and 

the difperfion of the J e\rs for their rejc8ion 
of the I\1cffiah. 

MRS. SMITH. 

Thofe <lialogues, Sir, were written by a 
particular friend. I am gratified that they 
meet with your approbation; they ha Ye a 
tendency to encourage a fpirit of enquiry, 

which fhould be promoted by all the means 
. 
1n our power. 

WILLL\M (running in). 
IV1amma, !\1 r. Nobie's carriage is at the 

door. I wonder whether little Charles is with 
~hem; ifheis I'll :fhew him my rocking horfe. 

MRS. SMITH ( on her return). 

You ,vill excufc me, Sir, for fo abruptly 

leaving you. 

1'1 R. C AR B ON N E L. 

Madam, it needs no apology; that ought 

to refl with me, for my long intrufion upon r 

you; but your goodnefs, and the company 
of your little folks, have almoH made me 
forget that it is time for me to think 0f re-

. 
movrng. 

. MRS. 
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MRS. SMITH. 

I muft beg you, Sir, to wave that fubje8:, 

till you are quite recovered; perhaps you 

have a long way to travel to your refidence. 

i\l R, CARBON NE L. 

I have had no fixed habitation fince I came 

from abroad; but I am in purfuit of an ob

jeEl, which if I fhou1d be happy enough to 

find, I may {lill have fome enjoyment in life. 

(Herc he flopped, and fat penfive, with his 

handkerchief up to his eyes.) 

'\Yi\liam, to divert him, fays, " Pray, 

l\lr. Carbonnel, lend me your watch." 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

But I mufl know what you want it for. 

\VILLI Al\[. 

Only to hold it in my hand ;-I won't break 

it ;-1namnu. can guefs what I want it for. 

· 11 RS. 5 :'.\t IT II. 

l believe I muH guarantee it. 

l\1 R • C :\ R B O N . ' E L. 

You have fo good a fun~ty, ,·.i;/illiam, 

that I cannot deny 1t you. 
IL I A ~I. N 3 \V L 
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\VILLI AM. 

Mamma, what a pretty gold watch it is ! 
l\I RS. S 11! TH • 

But it is not the beautiful outfide, 
,villiam, that conftitutes its ufefulnefs. 

'\VI L L I A .M • 

No mamma; it is the works within. 
MRS. SMITH. 

Can you prove that ? 
\VI LLIAM. 

Yes, mamma; by the lines you taught me 
-and, holding the watch in his hand, he 
thus fpoke: 

Little monitor, by thee 
Let me learn what I lhould be; 
Learn the round of life to fill, 
Ufeful, and progreffive ftill. 
Thou canft gentle hints impart, 
I-Iow to regulate the heart: 
,vhen I wind thee up at night, 
1\1ark each fault, and fet thee right; 
Let n1e fearch my bof om too, 
And my daily thoughts review; 

Mark 
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lvfark t}le movements of my mind, 

Nor be eafy, when I find 
Latent errors rife to view, 

Till all be regular and true. 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

That is well faid, my charming boy; you 

will make me love you. 
WILLIAM. 

It would not be fair if you did not, for I 
love you; but my fifters are waiting for me 

to go a walking. 

In a little time Mr. Carbonnel was fo far 

recovered, as to be able to go down flairs. 

One day, as he was fitting in the parlour 

with the children, Eliza took a picture out 
of her pocket. 

MR. CARBO~NEL. 

Ah, Mifs Eliza, what have you got there? 
fomething for n1e to fee? 

., 

" No, Sir," replied Eliza, bluil1ing, and 
tried to put it in her pocket. 

MR. 
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MR. CARBON N EL. 

Nay, but I mufi fee it; it is your mamma's 

pi Bure; I mu{t fee if it is a good hkenefs. 

( Snatches the piaure out of her hand.) He 
no fooner beheld it than his countenance 

changed, and he exclaimed, "How, child, 

did you get poffeffion of this piclure? 

EL 1 z A ( bur.fling into ,tears ) · 

lt is my own mamma's. 

MR. CARBONNEL. 
' 

vVhat is the child talking of? Is not Mrs. 

Smith your marnma? 

ELIZA. 

She is now, as {he kindly adopted us, 

when my own mamma died. 

MR, CARBONNEL (in an agitation). 
\Vhat was your own mamma's name? 

C . h u!Tilt • 

ELIZA. 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

' v\'hat \\·as her name before {he married? 

ELIZA. 
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, 
ELIZ A. 

Brown: but why, Sir, do you ail( me? <lid 
you know he1 ? 

},I R . C AR B O N N E L. 

0 h, my daughter! my daughter! never 

01all I fee you! ( Flings himfelf back in his 

chair in an agony of di!lrefs . ) Children! 

what! my grand-children! ( They all weep.) 

ANN. 

You cannot be our grand papa, for his 
name was Brown; we have got his pi&ure 
( pulling it out of her pocket); my mamma 
ufed to tell us to love it, and kifs it, for the 
fake of the original. 

MR. C.\.RBONNEL. 

This is too much! 

ANN. 

The picture is not like you; it is much 
prettier than you are. 

11 R. C A R .B O N N E L. 

Ah, my dear child! age and griefhave made 
a fhange alterati0n. Co1ne to me, my dears: 

you are indeed, my own grand-children. 

Jufl 
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Juft at this infiant Mrs. Smith entered the 

room. The children were hanging about 

Mr. Carbonnel, and he embracing them. 

MR. CARBONNEL, 

Thefe children, madam, are mine. 

MRS. SMITH. 

Sir, you furprize me! 

MR. CARBONNEL, 

They are my grand-children. 

M R S, S 11 I T H • 

How, Sir, can that be? their grandfather's 
name was Brown. 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

So was mine, madam, till I changed it 
about ten months ago, for an cfiate left me 
by a difiant relation. This picture is my 
dear daughter's: ( Here tears interrupted 

him:) excufe my feelings, madam, I have 
loft her; but here is her image,. pointing·to 

Eliza: if it had not been for the difcovery 
of this picture, I ihould have left you in the 

poffeffion of thefe dear children, who are 

now doubly dear to me. 
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11 RS. S tI I T H. 

I bcartil v congratulate the children in 

finding fuch a grand falher, but feel rnyfclf 

uncom•monly interefled. How can I fart 

with them? 

The children fly to lier: " ... ,. o, mam:na, 

we cannot, we will not lec.t vc you." Th.:y 

n1inglc their tears together. 

!\I R • C A R B O N N E I. • 

Madam, I mufl be a rnonflcr of ingrati

tude, were I to offer any fuch thing; I {h;-\il 

teach them fiill to iovc ) ou as their mother. 

,v I LL I .\::\I. 

Then \Villiam is your little boy, mam!na, 

and l\1r. Carbonnel's little boy . 

• 1 R S • S :-.1 I T H. 

Grand-papa's little boy. 

WILL 1 A !\i. 

Oh! I ~·argot. 

i\l R. C .\ R B O N N F L. 

1 long to know the Liftory of my poor 

unfortunate daughter. 

The 
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The children retiring, Mrs. Smith inform~ 

ed Mr. Carbonnel of the fituation in which 

ihe found his daughter, and the converfation 

they had together, with ·what followed. 

MR. CARBONNEL. 

_My poor fuffering c11ild ! ,vhat mifery fhe 

brought on herfelf! There was not any Iacri

fi ce which I ·would not have made, could it 

ha Ye been produRive ofher happinefs: but a 

reconciliation ·would not have had that effect. 

I knew Smith's difpo:Gtion too well, and 

likewife the 'Narmth ~of my own temper; that 

circumfiances might have occurred, which 

would have made him ufe her,;,vorfe, and then 

I ihould have refleRed upon myfelf, that I 
had made her unh!ppy; whereas, if I was at a 
chfianee, ihe could fuffer no more than !he 

brought upon l1crfelf: but when I was inform

eel that Smith ufed her ill, in hopes to hallen 

my death, I was determined to cut off all his 

expectations: I therefore fold my eilates, and 

went abroad; but the moment I beard of bis 

deceafe, I prepared to fet off for England, 

not Joubting but I foould fin<l my dear .Eliza. 

I applied to the \Var-0ffice, to know where 

the 

l 

L 

(/ 

i 

n 
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the regiment was quartered.-! immediately 

flew to the place, and found her lodging, 

which fhe had quitted fix weeks before, but 

could not learn where fhe was, only that {he 

was gone where one of her children was 

nurfed, for the fake of the air, as ihe was in 

a bad Hate ofhealth. My grief was inex .. 

preffible; but I was determined to travel 

through every county in fearch of her. I 

have, at times, been• almoft diftraEted to 

think what -fhe and the children might f uffer, 

as I knew Smith had nothing to leave them: 

the poor children would, indeed, have been 

in a deplorable fituation, had not your good

nefs led you to take compaffion on them.· 

0 madam! how fhall I ever repay you 

the kindnefs you have fi1own thefe orpharu;? 

l\1 ~ S , S l\II T H. 

I eflecmmyfelf amply repaid, Sir, by your 

kindnefs, in permitting me ftill to enjoy them 

as my own,; for I find that affeRion for them, 

that it would imbitter all my comforts to part 

with them. 

Mr. 



1.46 AMUSEMENT HALt: 

Mr. Carbonnel bought an efiate adjoining
l1rs. Smith's; fo that they mutually enjoyed 
the children. vVilliam was chiefly with his 
grand-papa, and Eliza and Ann with !vfrs. 
Smith. The good old gentleman lived with 
bis gra:nd-children five years, when he wa~ 
taken off fuddenly :-went to bed in good 
health, and was found <lead in the morning. 
The Carbonnel eftate came to \Villiam; the 
reft of his fortune was divided between his. 
three grand-children, except a handfome le
gacy to Mrs. Smith, who was left their f ole 
guardian. 
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