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-DANGEROUS SPORTS. 
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DA .. ;GE.1 OUS SPORTS. 
" 

C I-l-A P. I. 

Ben" valence on Crutches. 

l ,A:'vIE MILLSON lived . 
1n a 

little hut he had partly built and part­
ly du 6 for himfelf. out of the fide of 
a hig1

1 an l craggy mountain, near to 
a b\e-road in the \VeH: of Enrdar1d. J 

0 

0 .1e \·cry dreadful evening itl Decen1-
ber, when the flurp cdd wind d nYe 
the fnow and fL~e~ in at the c. ac :-.s uf 
the \V ;ndow, anct under the <l ,or, po• r 
I.1 ilifon, wlio was bu: rn making tin 
his fire; with the bits of J, ad WO( 

he had gathered o:f the iiea t h t 1 , , cty 
before, thought he h,·ard, bet, .1 th1.;; 
guf1:s ot \\ind, the faint Ci ir f f.J 11 e 

• _n~ 



2 DANGEROUS SPORTS 

one in deep di(b eis. Now poor lame 

Mitlfon wore a patched, but clean, 

drab coat; he alfo ufed crucches,and was 
deformed in his fhape ; he therefore 

hardly ever went to the neighbouring 

village without being hooted, and even 

pelted at by the boys; but they littl~ 
knew how good a creature they abu­

fed. He liflened again, and thought 
the noife lefftned; but was more con­
vinced it was a fellow creature, in pain 
and mifery. That was enough for 
him, he fnatched up his c1 utches and 
opened the door ; he then Lou1d hear 

the cries fo plain as to be able to tell, 

that d1cy proceeded from tht fide of 

the totid., at a little diftance from his 
poor bo·;el. 

IIe fet off therefore as fafl: as he 

could, and when he arrived at the fpot 
he 

= 
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he found a little boy weltering Jt G10od, 
which had i1:.1incd the foow a1dund 
him. Come, my l1ttle man~ fc .• iJ he> 
let n1e lift you up, that you may walk 
to my houfe; and there ['ll be your 
nurfe. But alas! the poor fellow 
could not f p.eak, nor had he power to 
mo\'e; and when l\111li011 laid hold 
of his hJnd, he found ic as cold as ice: 
his cries too had now entirely flopped, 
fo th:it the o1d man concluded, if he 
was not 3lready dead, re mufl: certainly 
.die in a very little time. He therefore 
tried repeatedly to raife nim, but all 
in vain; for as his crutches required 
bmh hands, he was un::tble to carry 
him, although he could ra1fe hi111 
with one hand, whilfl he fupporced 
hirnfelf by leaning on his crutch with 
the utl er, 

B 2 \Vbat 
,,. 
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vVhat could he now do? There 

feemed to be no hopes of getting the 

poor boy to his fire-fide. Bue the 

compaffionate man will always con, 

triYe means to help a fellow-creature; 

a:,d ~11llfon was not one who would 

kt a trifle hinder him from doinf, a 

good acbon. So he returned with all 

the f peed his crutches could giYe him, 

and got b1ck to his h 1t. There, out 

of one corner he took a rope, and tied 

it's two ends to the upper part of the 
b3.ck of a (hair ; he then flipped the 

n1i<lale p.1rt, over his head, on to his 
chcft, \\l1ere, to pre\ent it's ilipping 

lower, he tied it to his button, with a 
piece 0f pack.thread ; and then fee off 
aga in rtS faft as he could, dragging the 

ch, ir b. i-1ind him. 
But when he came to the poor boy, 

he 

,' 
I 

Ii 



DANGEROUS SPORTS. 5 

he no longer moaned, n.Jr could he 

find that he even breathed. Now was 
the heart of poor Mi\lfon a1moil bro­
ken-'' Ah, dear fellow,'' {aid he, 

" how happy {hould I have been to 
c; have fa\'ed your life, but as it is, 
" you !hall not lay here all night ;" 
and ftooping down, be, \virh fo'11c di f_ 
ficulry, got hitn placed_ in the cl11ir, 
\vhich he very carefully drew L:lCk 
to his hut. 

He now lighted a candle, and look­

ed at the poor boy till the tears ran 
do n his cheeks; and had juft beg1.n 
to exclai1n " poor fellow ~ '' when he 
thought he fa w his chefr inoYc. · I-le 
wiped his eyes with the · ikirt of his 
coat, and looked a6ain ; and now cx­
c \aimed, " !\1e;-cy on me he does 
bre:uhe." The tears now ran down his 

.s 3 cheeks 
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cheeks fafler than ever; but thefe were 
tears of joy: h1~de]ight\vasalmo!1 mo,·e 

than his heart could bear. He hopped 
abo 1Jt his little ca\ ern, ha prier rhan an 
Et_npe1or ever was in this W•Hlcl. 

With much labour, he placed him 
on bis bed on the ground-for poor 
Mill(on lay on the gronnd. He then 

warmed a little milk, and \vith a tea 
f[)OOn poured a Jirtle into his mourh; 
and cou Id you but ha Ye feen how he 
hung o -er h1111, with his eyes fil\ed on 

l,im, his moulh h~lf open, every fea­

ture n.ocionlefs, flill as a fiatue,-al1 

his (enfes feemed to be employed in 

watching whether he [wallowed or not. 

Ile did iwallow; and the h3.ppinef::i of 

M. llfon was e\'en greater than it was 

before. 
J Je now wafhcd his face., and when 

he 

n 
• 

1' 
j 
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DANGEROCS SPORTS; 7 

he h,1d removed ·he blood he found 
a wound on the forehead, from which 
the blood yet flo\ve<l. This he foon 
flopped, and dreft the wound in the 
bell: manner he was able. He then 
got off his clotl.:ies, and put him into 
the bed ; rubbing and chafing his cold 
limbs between whiles., and frequently 
putting a 1itt1e of the warm mdk into 
his mouth. Thus he attended him 
all night. 

i\s the morning began to dawn, 
1vlillfon watche<l at the window in 
hopes to fee fon1e pafft.nger ; for, 
thou 0 ht he, the parents of thi~ dear 
child, are now, I dare .fay, almoll: diL­
tra8.ed, and he cannot yet [peak to 
tell me \Yherc they live. He had 
watched fo 0ne time, when he faw a 
pedlar paffing b /, wham be called in ; 

and 
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and afrer afk.ing where he was going 

to, he begged him to mention at a 
hou!e or t "IO, of the ne:ueCT: villages 
he paffed through, that a poor little 
wounded boy lay in his cott3ge. 

Soon after this the little boy aw3.ked, 
and \\'as not a little CT:artled at freing 
bis fl:range bed-room and nurfe. 
'' \Vhere am I,,, faid he, '~ and pray 
Sir, who are you?" addreffing l\tl dlfon. 

" l\1 y dear,'' he anfwered, " you are 
in the but of one who is proud to 
wa,t on you. " Thank you, Sir,,, 
faid he " but prav ho\\: c:1me I here, 

' .I 

and ~hi e: blor)d too?"-<· Be frill, my 
dear,'' faid l\1lilHon, " I belin·e you 
had a fJ 1 l. I Llfl night found y·L. on 
the tide of tl1e road ; b:.1t pray \-1·bat 

j:-, ) our n~rnc?" " Gco:·ge Hcnneth.'• 
be anrwcrtd, and at tbi::, lll0ll1 nt 1\-lr. 

l ·len-

I 

h 
i 
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DANGEROFS SPORT~. 9 

Benneth, who lived at a neat white 

houfe, built almoft adjoining to the 

vener~ble ruins of a ca:lJe, juft out of 

a villa~e about two miles diflancc, 

came with his fen,anr, both on horfe­

back, to fee whether it w,1s his fon, 

\\ Lo ha:i been miffing e\'er fince about 

du{k the evening before. As foon as 

he had alighted, he ran into the Gffcrn, 

·where he ia.w hi::i 1<)n flretchcd on the 

bed, and old l\tltllfon very but1ly at­

tending him. 
After carc.ffing his child, and (bow­

ing his gr:ititu<le to , l\il1llfon, l\1r. 

1-Ienneth enquired of him the particu­

lar c1rcum[hnces which bad tlws 

brought his fon under his protc~'tion ; 

but .l\tiillfon could onl, rehte to him 

the particulars of his finding hirn 

b!~~din ;, at the fide of the road the 

even-
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evening before. Any enquiry or th~ 
child was not only u[elefs, but eYca 
dangerous; for he was already fo faint 
from the lo[s of blood he h,1d foftained, 
and fo o,·e1 come with delight at -tbe 
fight of his father, tl1.1t he \Vas now 
unab~e to f peak: fo that ho·v he came 
where :t\1illfon found him, fiill renuin. 
ed a myftery, 

Fi, ding him info w~ak a ftate, Mr# 
Benneth concluded it would not be 
fafe to remoYe l1 im, unril he had 
obtained the advice of his (urgcoo; ..... 
for whom he d1realy fem his frfl·,un, 
he f Ul ning h0'11C hi·11rt1f, to ac­
quaint I\,Ls. Benneth with t ·e difco­
Yery ,he bad made. On his return to 
Millfon's but, or rather G1\· .rn , in the 
rock, he.was foon joined by the fur­
geon, ·who was beginning to cxam1:~c 

the 

f u, 

of 
po 
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the child's head, when he 1aid, '' I 
perceive, Sir, it has been dreffed by 
a furgeon, and with fo much pro­
priety, that a removal of the Jre!Iings 

is at prefeot llnnecdiuy ; as the 

gentleman who has drdfed it can 

_furni01 us with an account of the 
,fize and nature of the wound." "I-Ierr, 
faid Mr. Henneth,'' then is that gen­
tlctnan pointing to old Iv1i\lfon. The 

fi1rgeon tu1·ned round, afl:onifhed ; 
and w.1s ftill more fo, when Millfon 
gave him fuch an account of the injury 
the child h.ld fu{for~d, and of the 

treatment be had c1..dopted, as proved 
that he poffeffed a con fi derable degree 

off urgical knCJwledge. B~1t bow Lhis 
poor old nun, liYing in this ft.r.tnge 
dwelling, came by his knc)wlcdge, 
neither of them orefumtd co ailc Tbe .. 

fu~-
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f11rgeon only faiJ, from the account 
he had received, he had no doubt but 
the child mufl: foon have perifhed, but 
for the affiftance he had received; and 
that he faw no reafon why he might 
not be ren1oved home in :my cafy 
carnage. 

This \Vas accordingly done; but 
for the fake of brevity, we will ,pars 
over l\'.Tr. and l\1rs. Henneth's care 
and anxiety, the daily vi fits of enquiry 
made by Millfon, and the gratitude 
expreffetl by George.., for the old 
gentlem:in in the ro, k, \\ ho had fa \:ed 
his life ; and bring you to the end of 
about a fortnight, wh1..n his, recovery 
w:1s fo far accomplif11cd, that I\lr. 
IIenneth ventured to enquire of him, 
as l\·I1llfon fat bv his bed fide, what he J 

knew aho.1t the accident that had hap-
ptried to him. CIL1P. 

r 

11 

,, 

11 
0 

I( 

.. 



DANl";FP0U~ SPOTTTS. 13 

CHAP. II. 

The art of finding the f~ft part of a 
Ho,Je' s fvn+) O" a Dag's tooth; with 
a Jew remarks on the pl.eafure if, 
tormeJitinl!". v.. 

" §IR," faid George, " you know 

'' I fcorn a lye, and therefore will not 

" attempt to hide my f tult. You 1ud 

" bought me, that day, a grey poney, 

" on which you informe, \ me you 

" would teach me ~o ride: but I was 

u too impatient, and watched the 

" opportunity after your dinner, and, 

" whilft the fervants were having thctr8, 

" to ili p into the fhed where be flood, 

" and by the help of the rails got on 

" his lack. 1~hen, only with the 

'' h lt~r, I got him into the road, 

'' W.H.te 
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,, where two or three bo,,c; \Vho were , ) 

"paffing, foon faw, although jr was 
'' duik, that I could harclly keep on, 
" and w,1s te1 rifil,d ; and [o they hal­
,, looed, arJd throwed their bats at the 
"poncy, who fat off full gal!_op. I 
" hung by his neck for fo;r e i:imc, and 
" then fell off; b .. u I remember no­
" rhmg more." 

11r. I-:Icnlltlh was p1eafed with his 
fon's fr. nkrJ< fs, and det1red him ro be 
n1ore ec1reftil in future; which he of 
er urfe p1on1ifld. Old i\·lillfon now 
difplaying fonic de~r1;.e of unea'1ncfs, 
jn his countenance, 1·1r. Henneth 
begged to know the reafon ; being 
fu re, he faid, if Gecirge had offenc ed 
him, he \\ ould be Ycry forry. '' ro," ,,. 
fa) s 11 i; lfon, " thlt dear fellow has 
'' not offended n1e ; but you mufl: ex­

" cu Cc 

,, 
II 

II 

Ir 

1: 
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'' cufe me, Sir, if l declare myfelf not 

'' fatisficd with you at the prefent mo­

" ment.'' "I am very forry," faid l\1r. 
Henneth," but may I know in what 

"refpeet:?" ''\Vhy,Sir, '"faidMillfon," 

"youhaveaet:edas pai:ents too ofren do; 

" you have treated this child as if he 

" poffeffed the fJme knowledge you do 

" yourfelf, and have thertforc con­

'- tented yourfdf with fimply admo­

" nifhing him not to repeat his fault; 

T~ '' infleQd of furniihing his min.J with 

'' that reafoning, which may convince 

'' him of the neceffity of cornpiying 

" with your advice, wl;en he i11:.1ll be 

,, again be[et with temptation. It 
'' ih0uld be c~nfidered, the only fu b­

<• {brute for e: 1~erience is inftrucricn : 

" a chilJ might drir1k boiling water 

.. 

' if it had not otJ[erved, or hJ.d not 

'' been 
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" been told of it's injunous dfccts.''" I 
"fubmit,'' faid Mr, Henneth, "to 
"your judgment, aud beg yon would 
'' employ your influence on George, 
" in f uch a rr anner as you think will 
" befl: fecure him from a fimilar mif­
" fortune with that he has j ufl: ex pe. 
'' ricnced.'' " Th 1t I will do Sir,,, 
faid Millfon, '' and efpecially ai; it 
,. will ferve to {how you more plainly 
" what I meant by the obfervation I 
"took the liberry to make.'' 

Old Millfon therefore taking 
George by the hand, thus adJreffed 
him:-'' My dear boy, confider rhat 
" the ftrength and power po11dl~ .. d by 
'' that noble animal rhe hor 1.., is f uch, 
" that fornerimes the flrongeft men, 
" wi rh every conrri vance, find it dif­
,, ficult to obtain the n1aflery over 

'' them. 
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" them. This being the care, how 
" dangerous muft it be for any one 
'' and particularly a child, to mount a 
'' horfe without being firll: taught the 
'' art of managing him, and of pre­
" ferving his feat. Aware of the 
" power of the animal he has to deal 
'' with, the moft expert horfeman al­
" ways does that which I truft yon, 
,c when you have learnt to ride will 
" never omit to do. Before he mounts 
" his horfe he cafts an enquiring eye 
" over all his trappings, to fee that the 
"bridle is properly fixed, and the 
" girths of a due frrength ; from an 
<' omiffion of the[e precautions very 
" dreadful accidents ha Ye happened . 
'" But it is not neceffary to mount a 
" horfe to be expo[ed to d.1nger froni 
" him j fince feveral children have had 

" their 
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" their ikslls beat to pieces from the 
"kick of a horfe, in confequencc of 
'' their filly Jy plucking the hairs of it's 
" tail. Indeed of fuch different tem­
" plrs are thefe animals, that he muft 
"be more bold than prudent who 
'' ventures within reach of their heels. 
cc So ferocious are they fometimes, 
" that two dreac.lf ul infhmces ha,;e 
'' occurred lately ; In one of which 
" the hand of a gentleman \Ya_ fi ized 
" by a borfe, and terribly ground by 
'' his tee h. In the other, an e.1rnged 
Cc horle feized the arm of a poor man 
'' v:hich he di not loofe until the 
u bve-fianders had bro ·en· h bone of 
" his nore, by beating him ; and the 
" arm was fo injured, ::is to be obli­
" gcd to be cut off. I. 1pie!s all thcfe 
" things on your mind, ar~d I tru[t 

· '' \'OU ., 

Ir 
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'' you will not expofe yourie1f to {uch 
·',' cbngers, as many young fulks un­
,, wi~tingly do, with an animal fo 
" po,\ erful; and which, though 1n 
,: gtncral fo gentle a11d traclable, as 
,~ little to defen·e- the cruel t1eat­

" ment it fometimes receives, from 
" beings more brut1il1 in their natu(e 
" than irrclf, is alfo fometime~ fa\ age 
'• an<l fpiteful. 

" The danger is not lefs of irri­
" tatin 6 a dog ; for this animal, f1oug)1 
" in general fo docile and rni! ct ) is 
" fcldom infLlted wjthout refe1.ri 1 g 
'' it. H enre, ieuing afide the e. -
" trcrne folly of mtemiorially JYO- • 

'' voking them, the d:rng( r of play-
,, ino-b with doc s, or of thikia9" thern 

t'.) ~ 

'' even by chance; a dre:icLul ii.1-· 
" Clance of the confequences of the 

c " latte:r 
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" latter accident happe.r, d, a very 
" few years fince in St. J a.rnes's­
" Park. A young gentleman palling 
" a dog, ilightly touched it with a 
" [witch he carried in his hand, upon 
" which the ferocious animal turned, 
'' and feized him by the belly; and 
'' in fpi te of tLe e.\ertions of tbofe 
h around him, continued bis hold, 
'' until the bowels of the )'( ' tl i h ap_ 
~· peared at tbe wound: I nctcl hardly 
" fay, the poor you th died within a 
"few hours. 

" lt is true, a dog n11y attack ) ou 
(C without any provocation, and you 
" therefore fhould be informed in what 
" manner, in fuch a cafe, you ought to 
" act. Your conduct here fhould be 
'' guided by this principle, that you 

•• t~1rotoutruna deg: butmayout­
cc \Yit 

J• 
I 

,., 

r; 
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" \,·it him. In nine cafes out of tea 
'' when you ai"e thus attacked, if you 
" turn to run from him, the dog will 
" feize you directly; but if you oppofo 
" him in a firm n1anner, at leafl: with 
" your voice, ordering him ~n the au­
,, thorati\·e tone in wiiich dogs are 
" f po ken to on f uch occafions, to lay 
" d;u ri, he will very probably crouch, 
" and crawl away. But ihoul 1 you 
" haye a ftick in your h::md, do not 
"ft1ike at hi'11 with it, but keep it 
'' refolL tely pcinted towarjs him, v.ith 
'' your eyts ft.ead il y fixed on him, to 
" c.:.nabk ) ou to keep him perfectly at 
'' bay. 

" ";\ lways be _careful to a\·oid any 
" dog which you fee running along, 
'' looking heavy .1nd lowering, feem­
" ingly inattcntin~ to CYe1y tbino-, his 

- 0 
c 2 eye 
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'' eyes looki11g 1eJ and watery, a;id his 
" tJil ha 11ging between his Jegr,, lc11 it 
'' (hould be mad. If at any time you 
"iliould be bitten b) a do~, t!~ough 
c: ever fof1if,ht1y,enduwour to 3fcertain 
'· v!·w -e d 1g 1t is, and immediately ap­
,. 1)nfryo r p.11"cntsotrhe circLmfbncc; 
" 111c~ t11 ey will be thl~ fitteft tL) cacry 
"on rJ,e e 1quiry fl1, her ; and even if 
" the dog {hm 'd ·1a,·e bee11 mad, c .. n 
'' prevent it~ being of the le:.itt ill,con1t­
" querne to you. 

'· .._
1 or can 1 let Ilip the.o portn­

,, nity of remarking on the cc ndu? of 
,c thofe boys \\ ho perhar,s occ;1lioned 
'' ,·our rn isf 1rtt 1D 1' . I am ,·ery lorry to 
" la)! that it is too pre\·ai1in2" a d:fpo­
" fition arno ,1g child en to tl'ize and 
"1r11,.,n r c.1d1 other. It, at fi •!t , I 
4' belie ye, ari(es merely from a lo·,e 

of 

le 

II 
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" of fun; and for 1.vant of any other 

'' object, to exercite their feort upon, 
" a play-m1te is cbofen. Bt:t this 

" love of teizing too often ends really 

" in its becoming a pleafure to render 

'' others mifcrable. It 1n1y, (he:idJcd, 

addreffi ng himfelf to l\1r. Hennerh,) 

" be faid, perhaps, th1t thofe boy~, 

'' kne:u net rz,;.,:hat they did; that they 

" did not attend to tbe mifcb iefs that 

"-might follow; but, Sir, they mu ft 
" ha,·e perceived in my young friend 

" fuch ma ks of di(hefs and ab.rm as 

'' muft have awakened pity for him, 

" if this love of teizing had not fo far 

" hardened their hearts, as to have 

" rendered then1 CJ. ~,able of deriving 

"delight from the f ufferings of a fel­
,, }o\v-creJ.ture: and then, Sir, how -

'' little more is neceffary to render 

C 3· " fuch 
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" fuch a one odious and detdled oy 
"all who know him.," 

Geor~e attench d earne11:ly, ancl iVT r. 
I-Iennct.h was much aftonifhed at the 
rearlv m3nncr in which l\Iillfon acl­
cJ,e!Ted his advice to his fon; as well 
as at the propriety of his obfer- ' 
vauons. 

CHAP. III. 

Sunjlzine after rain, and a choice wliic!i 
will Jurprize t!te gentle reader, 1.m­
lifs Ju s heart is as uacl as George 
Hr:nnet/i's. 

A Fortnight having pa!fed a\Yay, 
-and George being pet feal y recover(d, 
Mr. Ilenneth 1nade fome ferious 

remarks 

G 

H 
Ill 
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remarks to him on the happy and 
providential efcape he bad expe:-i­
enced; concluding with telling him, 
as his birth-day was on the following 
week, he fhould invite fome of his 
youn~; neighbours to fpend two or 
three da) s wirh him, and that their 
whole time fhoulcl be devoted to 
fpo: t and p~flime. 

This propofal was, of courfe, re­
ceived by George wilh great plea[ ure. 
1-I.Hry \Vildin;:~, Tommy Jones, Sam­
my Harris, and mafier Jen kins, with 
fix or eight more, were dird:11y ap­
pointed to be of the parry. I\1r~. 
Henntth was confulted as to the num­
b ·r !he could accommodate with 
b"'ds, who fa.id, that on thisoccafion, 
fhe could 1nakc 100111 for twdve . . 

c4 This 
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This number w:1.s th~refore fixed 
on, and carLls of invit:=uion written the 
next day ; but, previous to their 
being fent., George came into the 
room, and addrcffing his father in a 
n1ofl earneft manner, with tfac tears 
itind ing in his eyes, faid, there ,vas 
one more he wiCT1ed to have invi red, 
but he feared h is, fa~her would not 
approve of him. '' \Vh.) is it, George?" 
foid his father.-. -George, \\ :rh fame 
hefiration, an(1.vcred, « Olcl fv1illfon, 
" to whom I O'Ae my Jifc.''-c; Bnt 
,v: y, (fa id his fatlic:r) D101i:d you 
fr1ppole J Owu!d object to him?-"­
,, Bccaufc ( faid Gcurgt ) 1 fea.rc:d you 
" would 1ior like lii.n to fir at t~bl 
,: with you in bis patched coJt," 
,c And \\'Ou!d you, Gtorge. ( faid 1'1r. 
lic1~ncth) like to h..i.ve hi1n among 

)10l1 
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'~ your you n~ fmart d reffed friends, be­
,, fides what could he contribute to• 

"wards yrJtlr fport ?" - " Sir, (re­
plied George) there is none among 

" my young friends I more retpe8, or 
'' have more reafon to n.fpt.H, than 
" him; and I would give up my other 
" fports, at any time, to fit and he1r 
'' him ta:k.''- 1

' My dear fellow (faid 
Mr. H enncth) if fv1i1l fon will favour 
" us, he fh Jll crrtainly be of th~ 

"parry; a1.d in the afternoon we will 

" take a wa 1k down to invite him.'' 
In f 1e a(ternoon they according,1 y 

went to M ll 01 's cottage in the rock, 

and jnforrncd h 1n of tl'e intended 
1nerry-makin6, begging him to be 
of t '- e party. To t 'is he readily 

agrceJ, only objecting to laying at 
11r. Hennc:th's, as it might give too 

n1uch 



rn .ch tioublc, am.1 c.1._ there rni~ht • 

not he (ufficient room. "Roon.1 (laid 

George,) you i11~ll lay \\ i th me, .rvI r. 

"~ 1lillfon~•'-" Biefs the dea·· C ild '' ' 
Lid 1.1il1fo~.-c: C~tnc. come (fa,d . , 

1-ir. Benneth,) you mull: not rcftl(e 

" G eurge's rct1 ue1:, in which I c.~rnefi­

" lyjvin. 
Old l\·liJfon promifc<l to wait on 

I\'1 r. I-lcnnetb, and the party D0\V 

prccc.-cdcd to ch,1t on:r the intended 

merry-rnak in •"; when on the !TI( nt :on 

of t'.1e i:.1tended v.litors:, Mr. lienneth 

cb!tn·eci, thar he w ... s 1,xry that fomc 

in the lift were ten·ibly m:fchicrous, 

others very giddy, and ,,,one or t\\'O 

ill-tcmperec .. -" S n.uch the better, 

(rid i\!Iillfon) I'll anfwc:r tor it every 

" one of them {haH retorn from Edley, 

'' cJflk, (for Co was i: r. l-Iennerh's 
houC~ 

of' ' 
Hen 

and 

to-~nr 
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.11ou!e called, from the ruins that 

juined it,) much better than tbty 

'' came into it.'' 

CHAP. IV. 

Forms and cercmo1ues, charaElers and 
no charaElers. 

"\JV E wiJl not flop, to do as George 

I-Ienneth did-countthe flowly p3cing 

hours which paned before _the happy 

day arrived; that d~y on which · the 

grand jubilee was co commence. No, 

our reader muft fuppofe the morning 

of that c.hy arrived, i\1r. ar,d :VIrs. 

Benneth with happinefs in their heai t~, 

and kindnefa and complacency in thtir 

countenances, G(:orge b1yth as the 

mountam 
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mountain kid, and every feivanr, ex­
Ct pt Richard, h~ppy in the profpeB. of 
the merrimt nt with which Edley · 
caftle was about to be e.laddenecL ~--

Every f~r\'ant \.Ve fay, except Richard: 
DO\\. Ri( i.,a d was a poor filly fello'-'\~> 

who believed in witches and hob­

goblin<;, and· was not much p1ea(cd 

to h1ve old I\Lllfon an inmare in the 
houk, for he had long determined 

h i111 to be a conj u ror, from his li vi 1g 

all alone, in a houfe cut out of a 

rock. '· No, no, (Richard would 

o ften fa_ ) it is no~ making of nets 

" kf cns old 1VTillfon ; no, no, the 
l 

"dcs;l keeps him, my wo ·d for it; 
,, WC' 11, the wmH: I v. ifh is, old ~vl ill­
,, fon out of the hou ie, aild no mif-

. f- ,, 
" d; .e done. 

Tne 

i. 

d 
' lj 
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The firH: vi11tor ufliered in was one 
who was al ways firft in tvery thing, 
go:-d or bad, one who[e imfetuofity 
always drove him headlong. \Vhe­
ther he \vas impelled to fave a life, , 
or fleal a bird's neft, no confideration 
woul<l make him think of his own 
danger. If a play-fellow fell in 
the ri\'er, he would plunge in to fave 
h irn, t

11ough his pockets n1ight be 
load .. d \\ 1t11 dumps: but with fo little 
difcrim 1nacion was his conduct markcJ, . 
th at lie \·vould luvc rufhed i1 to r;1e 
fa·11c d,mger to fa ve his cricket ball. 
Such \\as Harry \Vilding. 

The next vifitor was Ch:ules Vin­
cent, a boy of molt lively p1rts; he 
w 1s 11idecc\ more conGdcrate than 
I-Lu-r · "'.Vildi1 ,g, but unfoitunat-cly 
his confidcration ,vas generaJ]y em-

ployed 



_'-32 DANGFROUS SPORTS. 

pJ )yed on fome plan of rnifcnief. J f 
Ch ules was thoughtful, mi[chief was 

'-

brewing; but it often h3ppcned, ,, 
th1t, although Charles would employ 
as much confi<leration as would in­
volve fom 0 one in an aul-ward frraFe, 

- he would not ah~ays employ as much 

a~ would keep himfelf o:. t of it. 
I--Ie was fucceeded by the two 

b1othcrs, John and Thomas \Vilkin~. 
J ohr1 the cldefi, naturally of a pbcid 
teniper, had been fo tenderly' brou~ht 
up and watched, that he never hardly 
had been under the ncceility of givmg 
a tboug11t for his own pr:=ferYation: 
hence had he gror;n up fo carelcfs, 
and fo indiffertnr, and with·ll fo in­
attentive, that out of his parent's 
fight, the, C W.'.lS rea'on hou rl) to fear 
his fuffcring fome injury, from not 

aYoidi1 g 
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avl • di 1g tlw fc da11gus which were 
evident to c'>·c y one el1e. Thomas 
th~ younger, 11.1tu ·,Ji y of fl:rong paf­
fion", had endured fo little contra­
diction, that the kafl: oppoGtion to 
his wifhes was fnre to produce a fit 
of fulknnefs, which would not fubfide 
for fome time. He \\ as l cfidcs e·{- · 
ceedi11gly proud, and unfortunately 
fooli{h\y Ya;n of hi5 perfon. 

Ld .vard H::rris, ·who came in next 
to t hefe, was a boy ,w no could not 
receiYe greater µk:i.fore than when 
he bd1eve...i he ga\·e it to others; 

but he was ~lfo unhappily prone tr> 

fits of pailion; tbefe, howc ·er, 

\You\d not /aft Jong, as tbcy would 
foon be correB:.ed by his good fenfe, 
and then the goodne(s of his heart 

would manifcit itfdf: for no con-
ccffi.on , 
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ceffion, nor cornpu1farion, wo 1 lcl he 
think too mucb, to tl"vi'"' to \Yhom he 
had conduB:ed him[elf irnprope ri\ ; 
and this arifing, not from l1iCatlI1t:ls, 

but from the impul~e of true ho­
nour. 

Now Tim. Tillion made his ap­
pearance, with a note in 11is hand 
from his mam!1la t> l\11 s. Hen neth, 
ftating that fhe had almofl: rcl"u1vcd 
not to have font TJm. as he ha<l 1 en­
dered himfelf ill by licking and 1i J"'p ing 
of n:ery tr:t 01 he m ... : t \\ ir!1; :rnd that 
ille had procured a medicine for•him, 
whi"h fhc could not prcn1iI on him 
to t:1ke, aud therefore prayed .IVlrs. 
I-1 e,1:"ier h to 6i ve 1t to hin1 the next 
morning, as fhe hoped r\1Irs. Benneth 
would have more power o\·cr him than 
fhe had, 

Juft 
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J uft now alfo arrived M ifs M3.ry 
Selwyn, a young lady about eleven 
years of age, lively and fprigbtly as a 
bird; poffeffing much good fenfe, 
and admired by all for her wit and 
pleafing manner. She came for the 
purpofe of accompanying Charlotte 
Henneth, the fifter of Charles, during 
her brother's grand fe(lival. Charlotte 
Ilenneth was, in every refpt8, a 
moft amiable girl, but not of fo lively 
a di[ pofition as her companion; her 
charatter was moft diftinguifl1ed by 
an extreme fenfibility and fympath y 
for others. Of her brother we need 
only fay, he very n1t1ch refembled his 
fiil:er; but his feelings for 0 1 hers had 
been prudently corre8ed by his father; 
f o that although be would really in­
flict pain on himfelf, rather than ou 

another, 
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another, yet he fj1 mpathized not to 
much with others in their fufferinrrs, 

0 

as to be expofcd to thofe difi.reEful 
feelings \,h:ch h~s fifter alwavs en-., 
<lured on fuch occafions. 

Of the remaining vifitors \Ye have 
little more to fay, than they \\'ere, as 
rnoft boys are, fonder of their dinner 
than their boo1·, and fonder of play 
than of either the one or the other. 
The converiiticn of the party natu­
r:diy fell on rhe providential elc::1pc of 
Ch 1.des Hcnncth, and this induced 
l\Iary Selwyn to inf<•rm the comp:rny 
01 t11c extraor,dinary efcape of her 

.. couGn, ,vho but the day before, by 
ibr~drng too near the parlour fire, h .. cl 
fet ti e to her muilin frock. " Yes., 
n1y dear, (faid 1\1rs. I-Ienn~th) young 
ladies fboul<l be yery c~reful not to 

fiand 
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fland near the fire with their thin and 
light dreffes; for !hould there not be 
any danger from the heated poker, 
yet fo great is the draft of modern 
ficves, there may be great .danger 
of the fkirt of a fine muflin frock, 
for inGance, being drawn againfl tbe 
fire; but pray, my de,1r, proceed.,, 

Mifs Se.lw1 n then flated, that as 
foon as her cou<in found lier frock on 
fire, fhe tried to tear off the f~irt, 
but this {he could not do; fhe then, 
after ringing the bell violently, flew 
to tl e fide-bo:ud, ho ring to find 
w1ter in the deC.17ter, WHh Wt ~ch n1,~ 
would hav~ been en d)1ed to have 
directly ex ingui, 1ed it: bL.t f.1.ii:ng 
here, and findrn6 t;w flam•,,;J by 
rifing, was communica·i:1~ to the 
un ner cloth in,, fhc fat herlt'lf on t 1e .I. J.. 0 

n 
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heartu- c·irpet, and dzredl y folded the 
ends of the carnet ,ver the burning 
part, by which the flames were fri10-
thered and extinguil11ed; tl~e carpet, 
at rbe fame time, protecting her arms 
from th~ fla.mes. !vlrs. I--Jenneth 
thanked rv1 1ry for the account £he 
had gi \·en, and dtfired Chai lottc would 
remeniber what (he ba<l heard, faying, 
,~ ihoulJ fuch ao accdcnt happen 
to you, chat is the ex1cr conduct I 
would wilh you tu adopt. Con­
fij._ r, my dear child, ([he added) 
hm ore:.it is the {Y.,tn pror.c~dino-c 0 

frmn the frnalleCT: • burn ; and. how 
o-reat muft be die fufftrings \\ hen b . 

aimofi. the whole body is rhus in-
jured. Let thi., con!ideration keep 
you fi-001 flanding too near a fire, 
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or running any rifque of fuffering io 
dreadful a calamity." 

Old Million now arrived, rn a new 
drab coat, and ... vas introduced into 
the padour by l\1r. He1, ~ti . The 
young pa1 ty \, a~ variou1l) afr~tled by 
the appearn ice of t heir new viii­
tor; fome fimkd, otl1ers eyed with 
fome degree of furprize, fo ilrange 
a figure, hobbl~ng on his crutches, 
into fo fmart an aff .... 1nbl y. Thomas 
"\Yilkins could not h~lp wI1ifpering to 
Charles Vincent, that he thou

6
ht 

1\1,. Henneth might have recompenfeJ 
the old j'tllow 1n iorne other way, than 
introducing hin1 · here. " Ind~ed (be 
added) he did not like fuc::i com­
pany, and he had a gre::t inclination 
to quit the room, and go home.» Bnt 
Charles, eyer ready for mi!chief, bcg-

n 2 <Ycd , v 
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ged him to ftop, as he dared to fay 
they ihould have fome fun with the 
old gentleman, '' Though ( faid, 
Charles) I would not hurt him for 
the world, he looks fo good-na~ 
tured. 

CHAP. IV. 

Fun rmd /ea fling, with a littlt bit of 
mijc!tief, and a flice ef a ferrnon; 
with iu(l1 ut1z'ons !Low to b,·eak a hta4 
or loft a hand. 

DI 1 NER being now fcn1ed up, the 
co: p:in; v as fumuo 1ed to attend and 
p :-in akc~. B 1t, 111y gen Le rcac!tr, as 1 will 
ve ,rure to fay th, t you are no forder 
than n1;1ieli vi plumb-puddings, tarts, 

cuftard~, 

p 
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cuftards, &c. in idea, and that you 
,vould rather have one folid ilice of 
plumb-pudding, than the moH. accu­
rate defcription of the daintieft feaft 
that was ever fpread on a table, we 
will, with your confent, not dwell on 
this fubjea: Dinner then being con­
cluded, the party left the table, to 
amufe them{elves with the different 
fports their inclin1tions led the~ to. 
The afternoon being fine, fome of the 
party amufed themfelves in the gar­
den, others in the court-yard, whilft 
others confined themfelves to the 
ha11. All were lnppy and fr ortive, 
and none n1ore fo than old 11ill-fvn, 
who, placed in an armed chair in 
the hall, participated in the fports 
the young folks had here adopted. 
Thus paifed on the time until they 

D ,, 
~ were 
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were called to tea. Now they aflem­
bled, b .... t, alas! pleafure is too often 
focceecled by pain: Charles Vincent 
hnd unfortunately received a blow 
oYer the eye from Harry Wilding's 
top, which had flung in the {hing. 
John \Vilkins was found to halt with 
a ilight degree of lamenefs, which 
had b'"en occafioned by his falling 
from a (wing, which he and I-Iari y 
VnJding had put up. This fwing 
was formed of. a piece of old rope, 
wh;ch they h·1c.l picked up wbilft 
CT.rolling rn the fL1ble - yard, and 
was fo much decayed, as to 
break whil ft poor \Vilki ns w~s rn 
full fa1 ing; but, as he had kept his 
hold of the firing, he thereby broke , 
his fall, fo that the tnJ11ry was not 
fo great as it wou!d otherwi[e have 

' been. 

L 
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been. Mr. and fvTrs. IJennet~1 re­
gretted thefe accidents m~1ch, and 
old Millfon, fuahng his head, and 
looking figni!icantly at 1\1r. I-Ienneth, 
faid, '' You remember, Sir, the re­
mark I made to you the other day, 
that young folks fi1ould be reafoncd 
with; now, Sir, I am furc if children 
were infrructed in what concerns play, 
tbeir plays might be rendered rnore 
intcrefring, as they . n-1igi1t be ren­
dered mo:·e expert at them, and, at t½e 
fame time, tLe1r plays might be re 1-

dered le(s likd y to be produH: 1:e of 
thofe accidents which now fo often 
occur.'' '' Very true, (fa1d r.11r. 
Hcnneth) but hc.w is tl.is to be 
done? Can you, fur e. ,1.n~plc, furr1i[h 
our ynt1ng friend<: here with i"Llch in­
ftruftions t" '' I am very wilLnJ to 

D 4 try, 
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try, Sir, (faid !\1il1fon) if my young 
friends will bear patiently with me.,. 
" \Vhat fay you, my beys, (faid I\1r .. 
Benneth) are you w:Iling to choo(c 
Mr. Millfon your profeffor of fports. 
or mafier of revels ?''-Yes, Sir; 
ves Sir· refounded from all parts ,I ' , 

of the room. Millfon rofe to 
thank then1 for his unanimons elec­
tion, when he immediately fell to 
that fide next the tea-table, which he 
overfet; the tea-urn, wi[h all the te1 
equipage, falling with a terrific cra01 
on tbe floor. i\1r. .Hen neth flew to 
him, and caught him before he fdl 
to the groun d, .ind plactd him in his 
chair ; and then at~ended to l\1rs. 
1-Icnnerh, \\ ho was exceedingly af­
fri g hted at the 3Ccident; nor wece the 
1oung folks lcfs alarmed. All in1.leed 

\VJ.S 

' '• 
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was now noife and contufion. ,vhcn 
the buflle had fubfidrd, old rv11llfon 
began to apologi fe to 11 rs. Benneth ; 
but whilft he was doing this he 
looked at the crutche~, and faid, 
drily, " Madam, within this Jafr half 
hour, pofitively one of my crutches 
bas : ,rown fix inches longer, or the 
ether has become fix inches fborter.'' 
Then cafling his eyes roc.nd tbe com­
pany, he directly diCcoYered to whom 
he was indebted, for whil[l every 
one elfe WJS flaring io am:1zement, 
Charles Vincent could not check 
himfelf from tittering at l\·1 illfon 's 
remarks, as indeed they were fully 
underflood only by him. " Charles, 
(fail 1\1 illfon) you have difcovered 
yourfelf; I fincerely forgive you, and 
ihould hlYe done fo if you had 

broken 
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brokL n rn y kg; but, my dear fellow, 

never let your love of fun lead you 

to an act of dangerous n1ifchief. 

Before you determine on a frolic, 

confider firfl the probable confe­

quences; j f then you diCcover it is iono­

cenr, and cannot injure any r,:rfon, or 

even hurt their feelings, go through 

it with fpirit; but if yon Le that 

any one may really fdfer by it. gi\·e 

it up at once, for \vbere, for inflaocc, 

would be the juke of breal~ i ng the 

legs of ft1ch a noor old crinr[1 le ns I 
LJI J. \ 

am?'' -Charles now came to r ward, 

a bluil1 of !hame and humiJitv oYer-, 

fpre,id hi..i co"ntenance, he fei1.cd die 

hand of l\1i llfon, " I fincerelv aJl~ , 

your p:irc1on, Sir, (fa.id he) I did , 

fieal your crutch away, and cut off ,t 

piece of it, thinking that your lwb-
uiin6 
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bling with one crutch 01:)rter than 
the other, would b~ a j')ke at whi:h 
all, even your[elf included, wo1Jld 
have joined in a laugh ; bur, Sir, 
I fee the danger of the trick, and 
its impropriety on other accounts. 
l\t!r. Millfon, (he added, raifing his 
voice, as the tear ftarted from his 
eye,) I would not hurt you for the 
world."-" No, that he would not, 
Mr. Millfon, ( cried George Hen­
neth,) I'll anfwer for him.''-­
" Enough, my dear fellows, ( f.,id 
Millfon, careffing then1 both>) may 
Heaven blefs ) o:.1r warm and tender 
hearts. But~ Charles, whar ails your 
hand ?,,_c, Ob, Sir, (raid Char\..s) 
only a flight wound, part of the pu­
nifh 11ent I merit; whil{l I was faw­
ing your crutch, the faw flipped, 

and 
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and has cut my wrifi."-" Let me 
look at it (faid l\tlillfon, and after a 
flight exarnination, he exclaimed) 
God be thanked ! " and calling the 
young folks to him, he made every 
one of them feel the pulfe beat in 
two places on the inner part of the 
wrill, telling them, that through thefe 
pipes, called arteries, the blood 
paffed from the heart: and that 
if eiLher of thefe were wounded, 
life could only be faved, by a very 
ferious and painful operation : and 
that if both were wounded, there 
would, pe1 haps, be no chance of 
faving the hand. " Only obferve, 
( be added) how thin a covering is 
over · them, and confequently how 
flight a wound might reac!1 them, 
and how frequently, when cutting ,.f 

pieces 
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pieces of wood, br·~ad, ca:'-e. &c. 

rnuft the km,e be exactly in that di­

reB:ion, which if it were to flip throu~h 

unexpectedly, it mLfl \vonnd rt~is 
part.'' Mr. Benneth dcfired the 

young people to attend to this cau­

tion very particularly, remarking., 

that he never faw any one cut a piece 

of bread from a loaf, but he was 
alarmed for them; fince the knife 
mufl, mofl: proba1)1y, if it flipt 
through, occafion th is alarming ac­
cident. Nor, faid l'vL·. Hennctl1, do 

I ever fee any one throw up a win­

do '.V ha(hly, without having my fears, 
lell tbe1r hand fhou ld flip througl1 

the glafs; when a1moft unavoid,lbly 
tht a, teries would be hid open.­

" Eut .15 we are on this fubject (faid 

l\Iillfon) I mufl: caution my young 
fri nds 
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, friend3 ag1inft a pra8icc, the dJ.ngcr 
from which I fhowed George this 
1no:-nine:, it is that of fhuttino- vour ....., 0 ,/ 

penknife by preiling the point ag~infr 
the thigh; fince fhould the refif-l:ance 
be greater than you expeB:, or you 
do not prefs it eAactly in a proper 
dire&ion, it may run into the thigh, 
and pierce the large artery vrhich 
runs along its infide. I will likev;:ife 
trouble you with the f rther caution 
of never leaving your penknife open, 
efpecially on a defk, fince being likely 
to :flicle down, it may fall with its 
point into your thigh, or wound you 
j uft by the inner ancle, where the 
artery nms very near the furface." 

The young folks were now de.fired 
to fe;:1.t them[clves to hear l\lr. Mill­
fon's lecture •. 

... I-Iis 

ag. 

li 
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His aliditory being ieaced, Mr. 

Millfon thus began : 

'' My dear playfellows, 

" The great mailers of oratory 

agree, that the fo·G. obj ea of a { peak er 

is to obtain the good-will of his 

hearers : thts l trull I {h11l do 

by declaring, that I believe play as 

neceITary to youth as f.tudy; and that 

he who has not genius enough to 

play well, will feidom do any thing 

elfo well. · But as it is agreed, my 

merry fellm,vs, th:it there is reaCon in 

roathng of eggs, \\ liy may not it be 

neceffary in f ports and play? the fad: 

is, that it is fo; and he who wo .,ld 

play well and without danger, mull: 

call his reafon to his aid. .1. ow we 

will firtt confider thole 1,lays \ ,hich ure 
not 
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.. not fo dangerous in themfelves as to 
demand to be forbidden, but only 
become fo by neglecting to attend 
to certain trifling circumf:.afices, which 
I £hall p.--iint out to you; and then I 
!bal! conclude by remarking on t 10fe 
p·ays which are in tbemfe1ves dan­
gerous, without cennin alterations, 
which I D1all alfo point out. ln 
compliment to poor Charles Vincent, 
who has n ·u rowly efraped a black eye 
from I-Ia:Tv "\liL!in~:>s ton, 1 flrnll J O 4 begin \Vith a few remarks on the 
top. This is a p1ay•thing I mnch 
admire, as it reauires a confiderable 
£hare of i ngem,ity io ufe it wit 1 dex­
tericy. AIJd, hy the b}e, A·1r. Ben­
neth, t h::it is one ad r antage which 
may be dcriv~-d from 1 roperly direct­
ing the i})orts 0f chiJ. }rcn, they may 

be 
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be thereby led into the habit of 

exerting themfelves, with jngenuity 

and add refs, on other occafions. But 

to rctL1rn to die top, the danger from 

it proceeds from a want of attention 

in winding it up; for if this be done 

loofely, inftc:ad of fpinning, it is 
thrown [lrait forward, with a degree 

of vio!ence proportioned to the in­

tended G:rength of the f pin; and ill 

will fare the legs or head which hap­

pens to ftop it. But fiill greater dan­

ger fprings from the untwifted pat t of 

t'1c frring being left too l?ng and 

ragged, or fron1 its being entirely 
covered by that part of the flring 

which goes round the top; fince, 

in either of thefe cafes, the ftring 

fafkns round the peg of the top
1 

and 

the- top, inflead of flying off the 
firing, 
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firing, f11es round \vith fuch velocity, 
that if it meets with a head 10 Its 
\vay, 1t will, as my friend Charles 
kno\vs, inflict no fmall degree of 
pain; indeed the mofl: alarming rnif­
chicf might follow fr.ch a blow. To 
avoid injuring others is not alJ, you 
1nuft take care of yourfelf; and 
therefore never ftand oppofite to any 
one ,i.ho is fpinning his top, nor fuL 
ficiently near to his fide to receive 
it on ;our he~d Ihould it hang in the 
firing. 

" An efcape ,vhich my friend 
John Vfilkins expe1icnced this after­
noon, impels me to urge you to 
cautious circumfpecl:ion in whatever 
play you are engaged rn; he ,·ery 
nearly rcceP ed a fcvere blow fr0111 
the b~t ot \Y ill. Jones., from ftand-

rng 
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rng too near him whilll playing at 
cricket. 

At trap-ball, likewife, mofl: ferions 
mifchief may happen, in confeguence 
of imprudently £landing near to the 
{hiker: tmce as the ball does not 
always rife from the trae in the fame 
direcbon, the range of the bat muft 
be very wide; and confequently no 
one can be fafe within three or four 
yard5 of the {hiker. 

There are fome plays, in which 
the1e is danger of falling, which · 
ilioulJ b.: only engaged _in on the 
gretn fod of the h-eid, foe ·1 as lc.ip­
frug,, hop, frep, and jump, &c. for 
a fa,l m eit ,er ot che(e g:.1mLs, dll 

a pa\ ed place, mi6 .n occation a frac­
tured ik.u11. !\1ucb, inde ·d, depends 
on feleEling a pro1Jer plale !or your 

E fports; 
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f pons; for cc n iider what clanger there 
would, fo1 infbncc, be, in pbying at 
blmL:man's buff on rhc landing I lace of 
the flairs, or a room, in which the fur­
niture is nor carefully flowed. But 
perhaps I am now rather too minore, 
my me1 ry fellows, I fl1aIJ therefore 
fay no more of thofe plays which 
only require a little exertion of your 
underfiand ing to render thc111 quite 
fafe, and v:ill proceed to fpe:ik of 
thcfc plays which, from the ill con­
fequences which generally attcncf. 
then~, ought t J be prohibited. 

At tliis mome:1t a dn~adful fcrean1 
proc -e~~d from the kitche 1, Mill­
ft n !to 1, r1c·<l his difcourfo, and the 
whole of hiu auditory bent their 
~tte11 r-ion CP-tirely tO\:vards the pornt 
~ tu:cc tl.e nciie 1 rocecded. AncJ 

now 

an 
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now, my kind reader, ir you find 
yourfelf difpofed to fo.tisfy your cu-· 
rioficy we \·•ill !1:ep into the kitchen, 
and d;fcovcr tl1e caufe of this mofr 
dreadful 011 il'k. 

CHAP. VI. 
Thi gh?fi cliaj1ter; m11•1er;es a1zdfan"eks, 

an.d--fi.1int ;ngs, a::d - a g·hvfl, .-no1e 
terrible th -ni ever yet ajJpeared to 
mortal eyes. 

JUST as l\1r. 1-1 illfon began his 
lecture, the coachman, the footman, 
and the two maid-fervants, wirh poor 
Joe, who had fuch Yiolent appre­
henfions of the conjuring trich.) of 
lVIr. iviiilfon, had jun dr~lWi1 round 

E 2 tbe 
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th"' tire t~> ti1kc tneir le 1 tn com. ort. 

The bread and butter was cut, and 
the tea made, when the footman 

faiul '' Joe, you muft be a great 
fool to be afraid of old M;}lfrrn, why 
1 never met with a better natrn ed 
old creatrn e in all my days; why 
he laughs and plays with rhe chil­

dren juft as if he was one of them.'' 

"Aye, fo he rn1y, (faid Joe) and 
if he does, •t:; for no good, take 

n1y word for ir.''-" vVell, but (faid 

the cool--) wbat .harm do you kn0w 
of hi ,11 r''-'' Why, I'll tell you, 
(fn~J 'e and I nn·er mentioned it be­

fo r . You mufl k now, theu, (he 
n w l•>l)k d round to fee t½c kitch.:n 

do J .. was (hut, and then ~gain laid ) 
you mrnl know, then, it was about 

a month ago; aye, juft a month; n '.), 
I'm 

th 

gr 
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I'm wrong, it was exadly five weeks; 
wel1, never mind that, it was nine 
in the evening, or near it, I btlieve 
the clock had not fl:ruck.'j- '' lVIy 
goodnefs, ( cried the houfe-maid,) 
what's that to do with it, do pray 
go on with your fl:ory.'' '' \V ell, 
then, ( faid Joe) we'll fay ic was 
on the {hoke of nine. I had been 
to the next village., and con1ing by 
Harry Dickins, our fiibmonger, I 
was tempted, as a body may fay, 
~ith the look of the f prats; and fo 
I bought fome, meaning to have 
then1, with a draught of ale, at the 
Golden Lion, along with Dick ,vat­
kins, our chaff-cutter. Well but, 
'twas a dreadful night, how the wind 
did blow ~ now it roared f-:> loud, 
and growled [o with it, you'd have 

E 3 thought 
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thou _ht al1 the wiid beafts of the 
Tower were (et loofe; and then it 
would v,1hiftle fo, my life, ho\v it 
did whifl:le; the rain too was po·u-ing 
all the time, and every now and then 
I con Id hear a piece of the rock come 
tumbling downjufl: by :\.Ji11fon's c:ivr. 
Ah, tbougl t I, jufl: as I came by 
h · s door, ,v ho knows but M, llfon 
hath raikd this wind for fome n1if­
chief; well, \veil, I hope he'll never 
meddle wich me; and then it CT.ruck 
my mind what l'vlr. Evanfon, r,ur 
curate, told n1e one day, as I w:.1s 
nailing a horte-fl1oe on the th1 dhold 
of our fiable door."-" \ ;Vlrnr are 
you doing that for, Joe?" faid l\1r. 
Ev::rnfon. " To keep old mother 
I-lofkins from fierping over the thref­
hold., who, I be's afraid is an old 

witch,. 
.. r,. . 
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witch, aed ndts our beat1:s by night·'' 
., Ab, (faid l\lr. E ~anfon) there's a 
better ·way than that, Joe, by which 

.., .. ·ou may keep her frcm comii1g even 
over her own threil10Jd; only put 
fomething to eat ori her thrdhold 
over night, that fhe may find it 
there in the mornrng."-"vVell, I 
thounht of this, and fo I thoLght 
I'd try it with conj uror lVJillion; fo 
I went to the door; fofrly · enough 
JOU may be fure, to lay fome ot 
n1y fprats.famethin_; to eat, you know, 

~ on his thre!hold . But wheri I onened 
I 

the bafa.et, oh, w~1at a fi._.!.ht ! tlie 
bafket appeared to be ful-l l fiery 
fi{h, of a fine white fire, fo l made 
no more to do but e1np:: ied tl1Ln1 
all out at his <. oor, thinking, as he 
mcft probc1.biy had iet them alight, 

E 4 he 
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he might t"at them; and though it 
rained as bard a:s it could pour, they 
fad at his door llirning ]ike-aye­
likt melted filver."-" \Vhy, you 
f ol, (faid the cook,) there was no 
witchcraft there, almofl: al] fifh \viii 
do fo if they're fhtle."-" No witch~ 
crJfr ha ! " faid Joe. '' No, to be 
fore not," faid the coachman. '' No, 
fa:d the footman; if there ever .fhou ]d 
be any ghofis or witches I 01ould 
like to fee-'' A !J1ocking groan 
\\ as at this infiant hea, d, as thClugh 
f roceed i1 g from the Coor, im ·ntdi­
ately be 1i nd the footman': c1~air; a­
mazen ent now lei zed the whole group, 
they ftartd at e1ch other with aflo­
ni bment, their e\'es and mouths ,vere 
\\ ·de open, but none moved or fpoke . 
. A fecond orcan ,~:1s nuw heard, b 

v.h 
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which feerned to be cl )fe to the 

door: they all then jumped up, and 

crowded together towards tbe door 

.it the oppoGte fide of the kitchen, 

which opened into the hall. " \Veil, 

(faid Joe, trembljng like an afpin 

• ]eaf,) it comes from rhe-th_e-the­

v .rnlt under the ruins of the-tlie­

the-o1d caftle, 'tis the de\·il him-'' 

All cy~s WdC now fixed, in dreadful 

fui pence and ab.rm on the door, when 

it flew open, and-RacLlifFe, w hofo 

enchanting pages haYe fo bewitched 

t 1e public taite, that eYcry prcfs 

now teems with myftery and with 

horror.-Lewi3, who hafl fi; ed our 

admirJ.tion on bhodlcfs, bleeding 

ghofts, and . who hc1.il cre·ued 

myilcries not to be unraYellco, e,'cn 

by thyCdf, w(J1out the aid of magic 
ait; 
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art; and Godwin, who, in tby love 
of mighty truth, h:ifl juft ra,jfed from 
his afhes an immorr~d mortal ;-on 
your heads and f11oulders muft be 
placed the blame of this wonderful 
and terrjfic tale; for who now dare 
\\rite? for who now wW read augl1t 
but what is filled with crafl1ing and 
fl1rieking, and bones and tombs, and 
aerial beings, fuch as mortal eyes 
neveryer faw. '' \Vhy,my lirt]e reader, 
\\ hy in f uch a hurry! \Vhat you have: 
had a peep in tbe novel your fi ftcr 
was fo buf1cd in rending?" " Y cs, 
Sir.'' ",,,, ell, but don't be in a hurry, 
what did you hore to find there?'' 
•' Something !11ockin~, Sir.'' "And '-' <.,; 

rny little friend, wby in fuch a hurry, 
now ?-why fo c:nxioufly delighted 
with what vou arc now reading;·, 

H B~ca~1fe 

,, 

do 

a 

ili 

a!' 
1 r 
' ' 
\' 
' 

of 



DANGEROUS SPORTS. ' 65 

'' Becaufe it is fo (hocking, Sir."­

,, Then pray, my good fellow, wliat 

do you expect to come in at the 

d,)or we have juil opened?"-" "\Vhy, 

to be fure, Sir, a ghoCT:.'' " Vv ell, 

then you (hall not be difappointed.'' 

The door flf>w open, and whilft 

aU eyes were fixed on the fr.ot--

1 {hiv~r whi\CT: I write; it and not as 

you may think from the cold wind 

which blows in at tl·e ihattered win­

dow of my lofty garret, the highc8: · 

in all Grub-fireet. No, it is not fron1 

cold; for my fire, though it burns 

blue, throws out heat fdnci nt 

through the three pieces of iron 

hoops, which, CT:uck betwe( n p:eces 

of brickbat, conftitute my fire-place. 

No, no, its fhcer fright at my own 

writing; for I feel my hair Handing 
up 
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up an end through the holes of my 
long worn .flannel night cap."­
,, \Vell but, Mr. Author, don't 
talk about yourfelf fo,)ray go on.''­
u Well then, now for it: the door 
flew open, and whilft all their eyes 
were fixed on the ½rJot, a figure 
entered, covered with blood from 
head to foot, heart-rending angui{h 
was depi6ed on its countenance and 
its lrn.nds, from which bJood flowed 
in fireams, were confined with large 
and bu1kv chai111;, fron1 which a]fc J 

the blood flowed in big and heavy 
drops. Tbe fi gure now moving on. 
wards, and the terrified group retreated 
into the haJJ, where the party from 
the parlour ,vas ·now alfo dfembled. 
1'he fig ure ftill advancing, every one 
kept a refpec1:foJ diCancc, until Mi{:; 
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Stlwyn walked direclly ·1pto1t, .11d 

arter ex:1m111rng lt ear neH:ly, bur[\: 

jnto a lou.J laugh, and exclaimed, 

"lts John ,vilkins, h1ing in black 

puddings." The rtft now came for­

" ard, and oJd 1\1.il fon foon extri­

cued John fj om the bL1 ck pL.ddings 

which hung round him, and taking 

him into the kitchen, got him cleaned, 

with {ome little hdp, aud dreifed in 

a -fi.1it of George H cnneth's doath-:. 

John \Vilkins was now intrc,duced 

into the parlour, and dei1red by 11r. 

Benneth to give fome account of the 

circumf1:ances which haJ occafioned 

his late dreadful appea ~ance. " Sir, 

(faid heJ Charles Vincent and I wee 

in the y .. · d, and we agreed tl) have 

a gan1 t hoop and hide, in a ruinous 

p:.rt of the caftle out in the ylrd. 
Chu:es 
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Charles had hid himfeJf, and 1 was 
trying to find hi 11, when I fell rhro jgh 
a hule in the floor, and fo ,md my. 
felf in a dreadful dark place, which 
feemed to be under ground. I groped 
about here for fame time, and at 
Jait tumbled into fome tub, or fome 
other veffe], in which, from the figure 
you found me in, I fuppofe was 
blood; and when I got out I found 
I could not ftir my arms, they be­
ing confined, as you found with the 
black-puddings, which had hung I fup­
pofe on the edge of the tub, and had 
twifl:ed round me: 0, Sir, it was a long 
time before I could find out the 
{bi1 s, though I could plainly hear 
the fervanrs talk in the kitchen; 
and when I did get the door open, 

., . infield 
·r I, 
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infread of helping me, they ali ran 

away. 
When the confufion this accident 

had occafioned was a little [ub(ided, 

ivlr. 1-Ienneth, addreffing the little 

party, faid, '' You may perc.:ive 

from this misfortune of our friend 

John, the necdfity of a little circum• 

fpeR1on in the moft harm\efs [ports; 

for who, po!fd1ing any reafon, would 

think of running about at hoop 

and hide in a dark place, in which 

they had never been before, the 

floor of wb ,ch 1night have been 

nearly full of holes, as m ty b\, almol.1: 

faid of the apartment of the caft.1c,John 

and Charles chafe for their Cports. 

Indeed my friends, John and Cllar\es, 

if you lud G:aid and heard the ver 

lal.1: advice Mr. lV!.illlon ga\1 e, lt 

m1g,h r: 
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n1ig11t perhaps ha\'e favcd you from 
your fright, and us from our con. 
fu11on; lmt it is now all over, fo 
now again for mirth and revelry: 
but fidi ltt us inrreat lvir. Millfon 
to proceed with his Iecrure. 

CHAP. VII. 

The fermon concluded, and _f11ccecded 
h)' what Jome folll lzla, good ea1ing, 
aud a fnug bit cf mzfc!tiif. 

TI-IE party being now again feated, 
1'1r. Millfon thus a<ldrefied them: 
" I now arrive at the mofl nnplea­
fant p:irt of my t.tfk, that of pro­
pofing to abridge you of fome of 
JOJr accuCT:omecl fpon~. One of the 

fir!t 
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fir!t which I fl1all pro 11ib1t is that 
of climbing. Now I know that many 
contend, that to keep a boy fafe, 
you fhoulci let hin1 expofe himfelf 
to cYery difficulty and danger of this 
kind, that they may _gain the habit 
of exrric:iting then felYes w:th inge­
nuity an.J addreis; but furely fitua­
tions requiring fuch exertions, or the 
ernployinent of fuch exercife, hardly 
ever occur in the life of a man. 
Another foolifh praclice is that of 
jump~ng unnecdfa1 ily fro1n high 
places; this is frequently done with-
out the idea of any d~nger: but 
confider when you ai:ght on your 
feet, after fuch a jump, with how 
fcvere a 010ck you meet the ground. 
F'reqt1ent1y · by this £hock is one of 
the bones of the legs br oLen, and 

e\en 
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even when this is not the cafe, the 
fhock affects the ends of the bones, 
at the knee or hip joint, fo feverely, 
that their furfaces, poliilied like glafs, 
fufiain very confiderable injury, from 
which fuch difeafes fo low as may 
ocrafion the lofs of a limb or of life. 
Weighing cheefe and butte-:·, as it is 
calJed, which is done by two boys 
entwifiing the arms together, back 
to back, and thus f waying each 
otlier, is highly dangerous; fince I 
have feen a cafe, where, in con­
{eq uence of this fport, the b1ck 
bone was ~crually broken, and the 
poor boy 1nade a cripple for life. 

urcly, as I :!.m addreffing myf. If 
to youn,..i; folk, whofe parer.ts have 
takc11 fome pains with their educa­
tions, it n111l1 be unnece{fary to dwell 

Oll 
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on the ruffian-like practice adopted 
by fon1e boysJ of throwing ft oe s 
at each other. This can never be 
done without the profpe8: of break­
ing the fkull, or of defl:roying the eye, 
perhaps of a fellow creature. 

Follow the -leader 1s a ga1ne 
which as generally played is full of 
danger, but with a little alteration 
1nay be rendered very fafe and ufe .. 
ful. At prefent you know, the leader., 
who is generally the oldeft boy, climbs 
the moft perilous places, leaps from 
the greateft heights, and, in fhorr, 
does his utn10CT: to perform fuch 
feats of danger, as his younger com~ 
panions may not be able to accom­
plifh. They, on the other hand, 
being f ubjefr to a penalty for not 
following him in his performances, 

r fubm1t 
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fubmit to attempt at the accomplifhing 

fe ats ¼ hich are dangerous both to their 

limbs and life; and hence is this 

game a fource of numerous acci-

dents. 
But this game, with a little altera-

tion in its principle, might be ren­

dered highly ferviceable. Thu(:., let: 

the leader perform fome act of real 

ingenuity, calling the po\\'ers of the 

n1ind into action, or fome feat of 

u[eful or ornamental dexterity, and 

let him then be imitated, and if ex­

ceeded_, be obliged to yield his fitu­

ation of fupcriority. Thus may it 

be tried who can get moft lines by 

rote in a certain f pace of time; who 

can fr ell the moft difficult words, . 

or who can moft read ily find the 
corr [ . 
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correi ponding words, in French or 
J .,ati n. 

I will now mention a few diverfions 
which are not only not of a dangerous 
tendency, but from the exercife they af­
ford, and the exertion, and ingenuity 
they call forth, may be highly ufeful. 

~eftions and commands, though 
fometimes n1ifapplied by the non[en­
fical queftions employed, and even 
the danger of c0111plying with the 
commands fometimes given, may be 
very beneficially engaged in, by ren­
dering the qL1eftions and anfwers, as 
well as the commands inflruEli ve• 
Thus the queftions might refer to 
fo me hiftor ical, or geographical fact, 
or to fome curious circumftance in 
the natural hift.ory of anim1ls and 
\ e~c-tables. T n the fu mmer time the ..... 

F ~ exercife 



76 DANGEROU~ SPORTS. 

exercife might be, to difcover the 

names of the various plants in the 

fields, and of the trees in the woods. 

In the evening, the fa)', befpangled 

with funs and other w orlds, 1nighc 

furnifh infl:ruction ; the taik might 

now be to mark the conftellations, 

the planets, and the larger ftars. 

The commands for faulty ignorance 

might be to learn by rote fome little 

geographical table, or problem, the 

characters of fome plant, or the na­

tural hiftory of fon1e animal. 

Swimming is a very falutary exer_ 

cife; but no one !hould go into the 

water until they have learnt to fwim. 

vVhy, Sam. what do you laugh at ? 

" At learning to fwim without going 

into the water," faid San1. - Well, 

faid Mr. Millfon, that ' s fair, but 
let 
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let me explain myfelf. We all kno\V 
that if a boy goes out of his depth, 
he will, \\'ithout any knowledge of 
fwimming, or any previous infhuc­
tions, foon fink; but I alfo know, 
that by efi:ablifhing one or two maxims 
in the mind, a boy would, in f uch a 
fituation, be enabled to keep him­
felf much longer afloat. Few of you, 
perhaps, are aware that you are 
lighter than the ,vater, and confe­
quently require but a moderate ex­
ertion to keep your head above it. 
The kind of exertion you will learn 
by noticing the motions of an expert 
f wimmer, better than by any verbal 
directions. But thefe exertions fhould 
not be performed with huny ; fince 
they are of themfelves very fatiguing, 
and n1uft be more fo if perforn1ed 

r, 3 with 
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with impetuofity. Suppofe then by 
any accident you fhould fall into the 
water, I'll tell you how to drown 
yourfelf prefendy.-Kick and fpbfh 
about as violent] y as you can, and 
you'll prefently fink. On the con­
trary, if impreffed with the idea of ,\( 
your being lighter than the water, 
you avoid all violent aaion, and 
calmly and fieadily fl:ri\·e to re­
frain from cl ra wing in your breath 
whilfl under the water, and to keep 
your head raifed as much as you 
can, and gently, but conftantly move 
your hands and feet 1n a proper 
direction, there may be a great pro­
bability of your kerping afloat until 
fome aid arrives. 

1'he trundling a hoop is, in my 
opinion, as far as refers to exerci(e, 

an 
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an excellent amufen1ent. But, my 
light-hearted little rogues, a feather 
or two and a cork for me. I would 
not give a penny for the boy, or 
even the man, who has the free ufe 
of his limbs, who could not fport 
away an hour with f uch charming 
2id. You all know I allude to the 
iliuttlecock. Only confider the va-· 
rious pofitions the game of the bat­
tledore and fhuttlecock employs; how 
earnefily is the eye engaged-how 
actively is every limb employed ! 
" Indeed, i\1adam, ( faid Millfon, ad­
dreffing Mrs. Henneth,) it is truly 
curious to fee, in this fport, that 
almofr every mufde in the body is 
called into action; and that the 
v. hole n1ight of a 1nan may be e1n-

F 4 ployed 
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ployed to combat rour feathers and a cork.'' 

Supper being now ready, IvTr. 
l\·lillfon here conclu led his addrefs, 
and all prepared to feat them(e!ve~, 
~nd partake of the n:ce fa1e l\·1rs. 
IIenneth Ind provided, \\• hen a little 
difturbance arofo in confequence of 
Charles Yincent's having fnatcbed 
away rbe chair, jufl as 1\11:fi, Hc:nneth 
\\ as going to fi c down. l\1r. H( n • 
neth, however, caught 1Jcr as 01e 
,ras falling, and turning round to 
Charles, " lVJ y de:u fellow ( faid he) 
how could you be fo thou .. /1tlcf:-; 
co:,fider that if nH: h1d fa)lt n, as 
} ou intended, merely for fporr, the 
hack of her he .. d mufl: h:1ve falJcn 
exactly ao~infl: the cd~e of ti e chair; . v 
and tht n, who knows hu\\. ft,:-ious 

mi~ht ...., 

.. ", 

t 
" 
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1nigbt have been the confeguence~. 

1'his, my dear children, is a trick 

which I hope none of you will ever 

be guilty of, and, trufting to that, 

I f1·a1l not fay a word more about 
it, fo let us now to fopper.'' 

· No, my gentle reader, old birds 

are not to be caught with chaff; ...... 

think not that I {hall fet my mouth 
watering, an J turn n1y appetite fron1 

my piece of bread and chee[c>, fo 
fnug in t11e cupboard, fixed in the 

corner of my gan ..:t, with enume­

rating the various delicacies of which 
the party partook; it is fufiicient to 

fay, tbey fup1,ed deliciodl y, and then 

went to bed, but not until 1lil1Con 
ha<l challenged all the young folks 
to accompany him the 1 ext rnorn­

ing to t:1ke a walk be ore break raft. 

CtIJ\.P • 
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CHAP. VIII. 

A rnorning's walk.-Exallation, or lht 
blej/ings of ob(linocy ai,d Jul1enefs.­
TVzth the inv:Jib!e plumb- pud­
di, g. 

-
THE morning came, and away our 
par y fa.Hied, and pi acceded pretty 
flc£:.dify on tht ir ,valk, except the 
interr~1ption, DO\\' dnd tI.en, o( fnow­
balls, which w re huilcd ,iboui: with 
forne pleafantry, untii Ivlr. IV1illfon 
difcovered Tom. '\Viikins hufily tn­
?-aged in hading a fnow-ba1l with a 
large pchl 1e; he therefore imn:cdi­
ately ca11ed the p .. ; ry together, and 

:n 

I 

'· 



in very proper terms expofed the 

fo11y and danger of fuch a trick. 

railing a large pond f--!arry \Vilding 

ran dircfrly on to it to have a :flide; 

but 1"1r. l\t1illfon, hearing the ice creak, 

turned round, and called him to 

come off as quickly as poffible• 

H:ury endea.voured to get off, but> 

jufl within a yard of the edge, the 

ice gave way, and in he funk to his 

knees, but l\1r. Millfon gave him hold 

of his crutch, and foon got hin1 

out. As they were not now above 

half a mile from home, Mr. lv1illfon 

to1d him to run on, and to beg 

Mrs. Benneth to let him ha\·e a 

' b1fon of warm tea, and dry fhoes, 

flockings, &c. and that the rd\: would 

foon foilow. 

"\Vhen 
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When they got back, breakfa/1: was 
ready for them, and all ready for 
breakfaft ; therefore it is not to be 
wondered at, that they fat too and eat 

' like flout fellows. But 11illfon, who· 
made a rule to fave all the time he 
could, begged the young folk to keep 
in mind I-Iarry's accident: " Never 
venture (faid he) on a pond covered 
with ice, untii you are fatisficd it 
l1as the power to bear you ; for be 
aifured, if I-Jarry had fallen in when 
he had been a little farther advanced 
on the pond, none of our exertions 
would have been fufficient to hav 
faved him.'' 

"Pray (faid George Henncth) do 
you approve, 11r. l\Iillfon, of !kait­
ing. ''-" \Vhy, friend George (he 
faid) it is a graceful exercife, but the 

falls 

'"""""' • ~ j 

l~ 
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falls, which fometimes fkaiters meet 
with, are very dreadful : fo much fo, 
that I f11ould think it the height of 
madnefs for any one to attempt it, 
without being properly infrrucl:ed, 
as to the management of his ikaits.'' 

Breakfaft being now concluded, 
they all went to f port and play, ac­

cording to t he'ir feveral fancies; fome 
in the houfe, but the greater part 

in the yard at the end of the houfe. 

About twelve o'clock Mr. Millfon 

went to the latter party to f un1 

mons them to luncheon, when fee­

ing Tom. Wilkins fitting afhide on 

the top of the jack weight, which, 
the jack being down, rdled on the 
g'"ound, he admorn{hed hi1n to get 
off it ; td I rng him, that as he wa:; 
it; heated with play, it might be ver1 

ll1J uno:.i 
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injurious to fit on any thing fo cold 
as that mufl: be. He then returned 
into the houfe, but the pride of Tom. 
Wilkins was fo hurt by the remon­
firance, that he faid to Edward Harris, 
who flood next to him, " vVhat 
bufinefs is it of his?''-" Oh., (faid 
Edward) he only fpoke for your good., 
fo come off.''-<' I won't," faid he.­
" Pray do,'' faid Edward.-" I fha'n'r, 
(faid he) let rne alone.''-The bell 
now rung to luncheon, and as he 
hung his head down quite f ulkily 
on his cheft, and refilled every at­
tempt to get him off, they attended 
the f ummons., and, of courfe, left 
him. 

Luncheon was juft finifhed, wl1en 
Mr. Benneth faid, " I--Iark., I think 
l, hea.r a cry of diftrefs/' and, look-. 

1ng 
, I 

1iL7i 

ate\ 
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ing round, he faid, '' Where is Tom. 

\Vilkins ?''-In the play-ground was 

:inf wered, and thither they immedi­

ately ran. \¥hen they had arrived at 

the play-ground, the cry was more 

loud and diftinB:, but fo1ne little 

time paired before Tom was di[co .. 

vered; and where, my good reader, 

do you think he was found-No, 

guefs again--No-well, then, l'il 

tell you-but firG: tell me what Joe 

thought.-" La, Sir, I don't know, 

pray tell us where Ed ward was 

found.''-Well ! well! [o I will, but 

firft I'll tell you what Joe thought-­

he thought l\1r. 1\tlillfon had con­

jured him there.-'' \Vhere, Sir ?" __. 

\iVhere, why where do you think?-

Aln10G: at the top of the hou[e, j ufl: 

up to the edge of the roof; but Mr. 
Millfon 
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Mill{on had not conjured him there, 
for he was carried up by a fpirir-­
" A fpirir, Sir ?"-Yes, by an evil 
fpirit too, a fpirit of obHinacy and 
contradiRion. For as foon as his 
companions were gone, he found the 
jack-weight move, and fuppofing 
fome of his play-fellows were tr) ing 
to remove him, he hung his head 
down flill more, not deigning to 
look up in the leafl:, but kept cry­
ing, " Ha'done ! ha'done !"- until, 
looking downwards, on finding his 
f ~et off the ground, he perceived h imfelf riling, and before he cou Id 
refolve bow to act, he had rifen fo 
much above the ground, as to render his efcape impoffible; for the cook, 
who was winding up the jack, find­
ing more than ufual refifl:ance, ex-

erted 

I• '. 

;· toe 
,(:, 

I 

ri!t~ 

lV:tb 

Plied 

lur.rht 
IQ•,L ~tie 



D A N G ERO US S PO R TS •· 8 9 
. 

erted herfelf fo much the more, un-
til fhe had wound poor Ton1 up 
to his prefent height. 

\Vhat was now to be done! Mr. 
I--Ienneth had not a ladder that would 
reach fo high, nor could one be got 
within three miles. After confulc­
ing a little time, it was conc1 uded, 
that Tom n1ufl come down by 
the fame means he went up. Mr. 
Henneth, therefore, ad1noni01ed h:n1 
to keep fafl hold of the hook which 
held the weight to the pulley, and 
as the meat roaCT:ed he gently and 
fafely defcended. They now all 
went in doors again, taking Torn 
with t.hem, whom 11r. Hennelh fup­
plied with a glafs of wine and his 
luncheon. Nor did l\tlr. rv1illfon fail 
to take hirn affectionately by the hand, 

and 
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and bid him reflect on the folly, to 
fay no worfe, of f ullennefs. "Con­
fider (faid he) my dear, how it robs 
you of your happinefs; you know, 
when you are overpowered by it, _you 
are in a fiate of complete wretched­
nefa, are you not ?'' - " Yes, Sir., 
that I am, indeed."-" Well, then, 
fight againfl: it, my dear fellow," faid 
..t\1illfon.-" I will, Sir, (he replied) 
and if ever I am fulky and obftinate 
again may I be drawn up again with a 
jack weight.''-'c Well, (faid 11r. 
Benneth) we'll fay no 1nore about 
it."-" It you pleafe, Sir, ( faid Mill­
fon) I'll jufl: tell my friend, . Tom, 
a ftory about a jack weight, aw1 then 
we'll finifh. \Vben I was a young one 
there was a chriflening at my father'.;, 
and a feaft of courfe. A fine large 

plumb-

C\t 
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plumb-pudding was mude, and boiled 
on the occafion. The dinner time 
being arrived, the fer van t fir CT: took 
off the pudding, and put it pot and 
all in the fcullery, behind the kit­
chen ; ihe then took up the reG: of 
the dinner, but when {he went to 
take the pudding out of the pot, 
neither pudding nor pot could be 
found. The fl:ricrefl: fearnh was made, 
but all in vain. The fcrvant could 
fwear no one had been in the fcullcry 
but herfelf, after ihe put the pud­
ding down, and yet could it n-)t be 
d1lcovercd any where. \Vell, there 
was no help-we were oLliged to 
c.i:ne without it; but in two qr three 
days after, the iervant ran into her 
miflrefs-' Oh, Madam, ({iid (be) 
Old Nick h1s brought the pudding 

c . bJ.ch..' 
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back.'- "\Vhat, fa.id my mother, can 
the girl mean? - ' Why, I\IIadam, 
ther.e's the p~dding and the pot 
both in the fcullery, jun: where I put 
them on Monday.'-My n1other went 
and found the pot and the pudding 
both there, {till fixed to the hook 
of the j~ck weight. The fervant had 
put it immediately under where the 
jack ·weight came down, which, 
as it dcfcendcd, went into the pot, 
and, refting 011 the pudding, became 
thrown a little afide, by which the 
hook got hold of the pot, and when 
fhe wound up thl..'. jack, up ,vent the 
,·:rcigh~, the pudding, . and the pot 
too; and had all come down toge­
ther, the next day we had roaft meat 
for dinne; ; but the pudding, abs ! 

\vas 

t 

Afr 
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was pre«ed by the weight as flit as 
a pancake.'' 

•This fl:ory of l\lillfon's h~d all the 
effect he intended, it occalioned a 
general bugh, and drove away the 
du!Jnefs occafioned by the confidera­
tion of Tom '\Vilkins's mifconducr. 
:After this, dinner being nearly ready, 
no other particular fports were en­
g~ge<l in; and \Vben dinner was over, 
the { now falling in large flakes, our 
party i.vas prevented from going out 
doors, and therefore applied to Mr. 
Ivlillfon, w horn, they all now regarded 
with confiJerable refpecl:, to di reel: 
them how they fl1oul<l amu(e them­
ft h-cs. " Come ye hither, my lads, 
(fa id he, drawing to a table at the 
winJow, and taking a little br.:i(s in_ 
~runrn nt out of his pocket,) I'll for-

, nifi1 



!)-4 DANGEROUS SPORTS. 

nifh you wirh amufement, and f uch as 
boys, fifty }'ears old., need not be 
afhamed of. Look through this 
glafs Mifs Henneth, and inform me 
what you fee. '' Oh, Mr. Millfon, 
(faid the young Lady) 1 fee fome­
thing of a moft beautiful green co­
lour, charmmgly fl.riped and ftudded. 
I. .. ook, my dear,'' faid fhe to Mifs 
~elwyn : her admiration equalled 
Mifs Henneth's. The young gen­
tlemen, all in turn, examined this 
fubfrance, and expre!fed their opi• 
nion of its beauty; begging to know 
what it was. '' That is (faid l\1r. 
Millfon) a blade of grafs, magnified 
to your fight by this little microt:. 
cope." They all looked at each 
other, as almoft doubting what they 

faw and heard, when Nlillfon de11re<l 
thetn 

fa 
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them to look again.-" How beauti­

ful, ( cried Mifs Henneth) I fee fome­
thing me re gloffy than the fineft 
fattin, yet with as fine a down as 
velvet, and at one part ftriped with 

a lovely purple. The admiration of -

all wa-s exceffive; " Pray, Mr. Mill­
fonJ what is this?'' they all cried at 

once.-'' A piece of the ·flower leaf 
or petal of a white crocus.''-" But 

if this appears fo fine, how beautiful 
mufr a piece of this fattin ribband 
appear?', faid Charlotte Henneth.-

" We'll fee, (faid Mr. Millfon.) 
There I have fixed it, now look.''-
" Oh, ( cried Mifs Benneth) it will 
bear no comparifon, it aas hardly 

any glofs on it at all, its as courCe 
as !heeting, and the threads look 

like packthread."-" Remark, (faid 

c. 3 Mr. 
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1\1 r .1\1i l lfon) then, how much the \A.Orks 

, of arc are exceeded by thofe of narure." 

In this the \vhole party agreed. '' Look 
now," faid l\11llfon.-'' This exceeds 
every thing I could have ever believed, 
( faid Charlotte H enneth) here is 
fo:-nething which feems covered with 
bright burnifbed copper, like a coat of 

rn;l.il, running into f11adcs of the 
n1Dfi beautiful purple and green; 

~nd befet with the finefi pointed 

fpears, 1 ike a fhie]d. ''-" It is a 01 ield, 
(faid l\1illfon) it is the outer wm~ 
of a cockchafer. Here, George, lenci 

me a piece of that dried fig-look 

at what you have been eating.,,_ 

George peeped for a moment, and 

then bega_n !pitting about the room, 

with fo much vehemence, as to in-

duce 

fl, 
•h 
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duce his father to call to him," George, 

for {hame, what are 'you about ?" -

'' Oh, Sir, (faid he) I've been eating 

hedgehogs, they're rolling about my 

mouth like porpoifes." 

The young ladies, and the rdt of 

the party, all were eager to catch 

a glance at the monfters; and were 

fo deeply engaged with them, that 

~·Ir. MillCon, feeing no opportunity 

of e:.hibiting any thing elfe, for 

fome time, fa.id, '' That, my dear 

playfellows, is foch a toy as l would 

recommend for young folks, it is 

always new; for every fubCT:ance in 

your re1ch, may, by its means, fur­

ni(h you with amufement and in­

ftrudion. Pleafe yourfelves with it, 

w hiltl I accompany George, Wh') ,s 

fl" 1l n1aking \\ l\' faces, to ~i:t fome 

(; 4. 
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water, to wafh out the remainder of 
the hedgehogs." · . , , 

CHAP. IX. 

TYonder upon lf/onder, or the Baril 
full of Devils, w1t!i tlze Farce of ' 
tlze 'm)jlerious Bell. 

MR. Henneth now affumcd the 
management of the inflrument, and 
!hewed tbem a Y.'.lfiety of objetts; 
and, in this manner, had pafled 
away the time, aided by the light 
of the candles, for it had now be­
come quite da1k> ~vhen the parlour 

door 
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door flew open, and poor Joe made 
his appearance, fraring, not like a 
conjuror, but like one who had loft 
his wits. " \Yhat's the matter, Joe,'' 
faid Mr. Benneth.-" Sir, (laid Joe) 
if you will keep fuch company as the 
devil's elderl: children.''-" \·\Tho d'ye 
mean?'' cried 1\1 r. Benneth.-(( \Vby 
that conj uror, old f\s1i llfon.''-" But 
what of him?''-'· vVhy, that hell 
be the ruin of you. Oh, that I 
rnculd ever have feen this day."­
u Joe, (faid J\1r. f-Ienneth) c are 
)'Onr filly ravings, and tell me di­
rectly \vhat is the matter.''-" \Vhy, 
Sir, (faid Joe, trembling as be fpoke, 
like an afpin leaf,) the barn is full.'' -
" I'm glad of it, ( f1id lVIr. Benneth) 
where's the harm of dnt ?"-" Oh, 
Sir, Luc irs full of witches and of 

devils, 
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devils, in all the moft horrid {hape~ 
that ever was feen, fame like lawyers, 
fome li~e parfons, aod fome too like 
doctors, and I know not what befide: 
Do only come thi \\ ay, Sir; they keep 
walking in as rcgu lady as if they 
were going to a ball.', 

lVIr. Ilcnneth directly accompanied 
Joe, the rcft of the party following 
behind. 

\Vhen they came into the yard, a 
va.!1: number of fhange figure:s ap­
f)Cared to be then entering the barn, 
fun ounded by a blaze of light; but 
whilft all were gazing on then1 with 
afl:onif11menr, e\·ery one of them di{:.. 
nppeared, and all was enveloped in 
darknefs. Away ran Joe for a Jan­
thorn., fwearing they {hould ali1' come 

OL,t 
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out of the barn, and not play their 
tricks there all night. 

He foon returned, and boldly went 
into the barn, but not a devil, nor 
:i witch could he fee. Scarcely had 
he got out of the barn, when the 
bell, which was ufually rung to fum­
mons the family to dinner, began 
ringing violently. Joe was now as 
though he was thunderfhuck ; '' Oh, 
( cried he) they're all now got inro 
the loft. Pray come with me, Sir, 
( faid he to his mafter) I'll ferret thetn 
out.'' 

Away the parry ran into that part 
of the cartle over which the loft 
was, near the window of which was 
the bell, but guefs the f urprize of 
Joe, a 1d indeed of all, when they 
perceived the ... u r0 pe motionlefs, 

and 
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and the bell fl ill ringing violently. 
" Oh, where will thefe dreadful do­
ings end, (faid Joe) what will be­
come of us? I'll go up, Sir, if you 
will but keep clofe to me, and 1'11 

fee what they're at."-Away Joe ran 
up the ladder, \\ hen his courage 
failed him, and he returned ; but, 

encouraged by the number of tht! 
comp2.ny which attended, he mounted 
again, and had got juft high enough 

up the ladcier to raife bis lanthorn, 
wbc~ he came down as p.1le as afhes. 
" '{,Vhy, what have yon feen, Jo~;' 
faid his mafl:er. - " :-.Jothing, ir, 
(faid he) not a foul; but look here, 
( and \.Vith dre1d . and horror }m­
p reffed in his countenance,) he !'hewed 
the clapper of the bell, which he had 
laid his hand on as it by on the 

flo'Jf 
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floor of the loft, near the door,) 

look here, Sir, ( faid he) fee what 

I hold in my hand, and yet there's 

the bell ringi11g as fa8: ac; ever• 

Oh, Sir! it fure1y is all over with us.'' 

After a little tin1e the bell founded 

fainter and fainter, and ·at length 

tea fed entirely. 
'I he pn.rty now returned to the 

pailour, filled with aflonil11ment at 

what they had feen and heard, making 

various furmifcs 1efpeaing thefe a8:o­

nifhing ' wonders, when Charles and 

l\Ir. Millfon entered. Every one 

now began to enqnire whether they 

had ften and heard thefe (hange 

thiugs; but Charles, not being able 

to k.~cp his countenance, the young, 

folk5 L, , llenged l\1illfon and hi1n 

wid1 lnving· phyed them this trick. 
) Charles 
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Charles now laughed aloud, and 
Millfon informed them, that their 
charge was pretty well founded~ 
"But (faid he) before I explain any 
farther, I will aik. the favour of Mr. 
Benneth to permit the fervants, who 
have witnefle<l there myfl:erious 
tranfactions, to attend during their 
explanation.'' 

Mr. Henneth immediately rung 
for the fervants, \\'ho accordingly 
came into the parlour. All were 
now anxious to learn how thefe 
1noft extraordinary circumfiances 
had happenep. " I will npt (faid 
Mr. Millfon, in a very ferious 
tone,) keep you long in f uf pence• 
I have juft learnt tpat our friend 
Jqfeph has charged me with being 
guilty of producing the wonderful 

events 
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events that have been j uft witneffed." 

" That l do moG: t1nd0u btedly ,'' faid 

] oe.-" Now, as honeft:,r, ( faid Mr. 

Millfon) I've heard, is the befr policy, 

I will confers at once--the charge 

is true; but I muft alfo confcfs, 

I've had two accomplices: the one 

ftands there,'' and pointed to poor 

Jofeph, who directly fell on his 

knees, declaring to his mafter his 

innocence, and looked very hard at 

the monfier, 1\/lillfon, as he now in .. 

deed thought him.-'' Oh, Sir, (faid 

Jofeph) don't believe that faHe and 

wicked m,m.''-" \~by, (faid Mr. 

MiHfon) did you not brin6 a box 

here from the rock?''-'' Yes, ( faid 

Jofeph) that I did, fure cnoL1gh, and 

you paid me a (hilling; I willi l 

had touched neither box nor 0.1 il-
' ling: 
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ling.''-'' Then fo far (faid !vlillfon) 
lie was my accomplice; for that 
box contains the inftruments with 
which I worked. Fetch them in 
J ofeph, from the hall.'' - " No, if 
1 do, (faid .J oe)-my mafter muCT: firft 
.infift on it; nothing e]fe n1all make 
n1e touch that box again."-" "\Ve11, 
Mr. I\'Ii llfon, ( faid Ch:ules Hennech) 
as I was your other accomplice, and 
helped you, by getting into the 
belfry for you, I'll fetch it in.'' 

Charles fetched in the box, which 
Mr. Millfon open~d, and taking fron1 
it a magic lanthorn, and an electrical 
machine, he then expl:iined all their 
properties, and fhewed how eafily, by 
tbei r affi {lance, he and Charles had 
produced thofe alarming effcas. By 
the hcip of this machine, he mJ le 

a le t 
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a fct of bells ring, without the ap­
pearance of any ordinary means of 
n1oving the clapper. He then fbewed 
tliem how he had produced the ring­
ing of the bell, in the loft, by fof_ 
pending a little metal ball, by a -
piece of fewing filk, between the 
bell and the knob of a bottle charged 
with electrical fire; the ball vibrating 
between the bell and the knob, and 
firiking the bell e1ch time. 

He then fhewed them an artificial 
fpider, which f pread out his legs, and 
imitated 1nany of the motions of a real 
one. I-le il1ewed them a piS:ure, on 
~vhich was painted a miier telling 
his guineas ; and telling Joe, to have 
a care of the fin of avarice, he told 
hi n, " 1'hat money, though necef-

f~ry, 
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fary., was fomttimes dangerous to 
n1eddle with, touch that guinea."­
J oe did-but furely no poor crea­
ture ever appeared more frightened 
tLan he did. - " What's the matter, 
Joe," faid Mr. Henneth.-'' Oh., 
Sir, (faid Joe) furely after all, l 
do not mean to offend, but furely 

r , Mr. Millfon, God mend him, muft 
be a conjuror, why, Sir, direcrly as 

· I touched the gu:nea, my arms feemed 
as if they were twiCT:ed in two."­
" Oh, (faid Iv1illfon) that's nothing, 
.J oc, the touch of a guinea has 

· often twifiecl a man's neck almoft 
in two, it has given a bad twifl to 
n1any a he.id and n1any a heart too. 
-But fee, Joe, this was accom­
plifhed in th:s manner;" and then 

he 
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he explained the mode in which the 
effeB: had been produced. 

He then performe<l. feveral other 
electrical e·xperirnents, much to t 11e 
wonder and amufement of the whole 
company. not excepting even Jo. 
feph himfelf; who began now to 
think much better of MilJfon, thal'l 
fle had done for fome time. 

The fe·rvants being retired~ Mr o 

Millfon now addreffed the young 
folks ; - " My young philofophers, 
I have played thefe tricks, not merely 
to amufe you, but to Chow how 
much amufement may be derived 
from f uch toys as thefe. Who would 
not rather play with fuch toys as 
thefe, than with the filly trifles 
children generally lofe their time 
with : uefides the coft of thefe need 

H Dot 



1 IO DANGEROUS SPOR r:,. 

not exceed that of two or three of 
thole fooldh toys \.vhich are often 
deftroyed weekly. 

He then faid to the young folk~. 
" Sa re up your money, my boys, and 
bring 1t to me, and I'll fend to Lon­
don, and procure you pL.1)-things 
fit for young fulks of good under­
ftanding." The,, all flew round him J 

, 

promifed to begin directly, and fave 
up their money, and to call on him 
focn \\ 1th rheir cornmiffions. Supper 
bemg r:ow had · in, this was paid 
prcper refpecl: to, and the party all 
tl1ln retired co bed. 
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C.I-IAP. X. 

·A Plot, and almofl a Tragedy. 

nr,..TE n morning came, and brought 
with it merrin1ent, and paflime, and 
breakfafl. After breakfafl was finifhed, 
1\fr. 1\·Iillfon propofed that Tim. 
Tillfon fl1ould go into the dining 
p1rlour to pby at battledoor and 
fhuttlecock with Charles Vincent, tel­
ling Tim. to go in and get all ready, 
a nd that Charles would come to him 
prtfently. 

He now apprized l\1r. and Mr. 
I-Ienneth of the plot he had laid, 
and which he foon found had tully 

H 2 fuccced-
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fucceeded; for on Charles being fent 
into the room, he foon returned, 
accompanied by poor Tim, the lat­
ter {hewing in his countenance marks 
of the moft exceffive alarm. « Ob., 
(he cried) I am poifoned ! I am 
poifoned ! " Charles Vincent now 
haftily ftated, that as Iie went into 
the parlour, he faw Tim. drinking 
out of a glars, which he emptied 
before he could reach him; and 
that on looking farther he found a 
pottle, which ftill held a little of 
the fame liquor, and on which was 
written, Poijonfor the rats. 

The terror of Tim. had now be­
come fo great, that Mr. Henncth, 
believing a proper effect: had be en 
produced, too~ Tim on his knees, 
aµd., in a kind manner, told him, 

not 

... 

. ' o: 
t: .. 



d 
d 

I 

11 

DANGEROUS SPORTS. Tl~ 

not to be any more frightened, as 
\vhat he had taken WJS not poifon, 
but the medicine his l'v1amm1 had 
fent with him, which Mr. Millfon 
had thus employed, for the purpofe 
of {bowing him the danger of fillily 
rafting every kind of traih which 
might come in his way ; that this 
might really have been poifon, and 
remarked to him that in that cafe 
his life would have been loft. 

Tim. pleafed to find he had ef­
caped this time, promifed to pay 
attention to what Mr. Henneth had 
faid, and although he would take 
no more phyfick than he could pof­
fi.bly help, yet he would not run any 
n1ore chances of poifoning himfelf. 

Fun, mirth, and play, engaged 
our party, before and after dinner , 

H 3 and 
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and until tea- tin1e arrived. \Vhen 
tea•time was over, and all were confi. 
dering how they could difpofe cf 
their time for the reft of the even­
ing~ Charles Henneth propofed to 
afk Mr. Millfon to tell them a ftory. 
A flory ! a ft')ry ! refoµnded frorn 
every part of the room. '' Pray, 
Mr. Millfon, tell us a ftory-do tell 
us a ftory-if you will but tell us 
a ftory, (fa:d Charles Vincent) l'il 
never do any mifchief again."-" Ob, 
Mr. Millfon, tell us a fiory, and 
(faid Thomas vVilkins) I'll never be 
fulky ag:1in as long as I 1 i \'e." They 
had all now furrounded him1 and im­
portuned him fo earnefrly, th:it he 
found there was no efcape. '' Vlell, 
(faid he) I have haq fome fair pro­
mifes; now carelefa To1n \Vilkins, 

will 
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will you promife to take a little 

care in future, and confider that to 

keep out of danger, you mufr look 

about you, like the wife man, who 
never croffes a highway without firft 
looking both up and down the road, left 
he fhould be run over, and crufhed 
to pieces, by then he had reached 
the mid-way. And you, young 
n1af1.er Tafty, will you promife to 
thi nk Lefore you tatle, and to tafle 
l_:i t;fore you [wallow. 

'' For want of attending to this 
fit11 p1 e ru1e, I knew two po0r chil­
<l rrn lo Ce their 1 ives. One from thought-
1 \sly tarting fomcthing he found in 
~ bo: tlc, and which \\ as Aqua fortis, 
h:1d bis mouth ancl throat fo burnt, 
~h:u he d ied 111 t he greatd t agonies . 
-i !1~ o• il ~t w.1s a little girl, ,,ho 

H 4 playing 
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playing alone in a parlot1r, perceived 
a bottle of liq1?or fl:anding on th~ 
fideboard. On tarting the ' liquor (he 
found it pleafant, and, putting her 
mouth to lhe bottle, dr:rnk fo freely, 
that when lu-r mother ca.11e into 
the room, fhe found her fenfelds 
on the floor. The liquor fhe had 
drank , which was Spirits, had !o 
overpowered her fc:nfcs, tlnt all tbe 
n1eans whid1 they employed; and 
they were all the mofl: proper to be 
ufed, \Vere infufficient ro aro,e her, 
fo that rn a very few hot•rs fhc died." 

All were ready enough to pro ~ 
mife their attention to the h i1?ts Ivfr. 
Millfon gave them, ~nd l\1r. Ben­
neth joined in the requdl: th<1t 1\fr. 
M1llfon would, if it were agr·ec.1t le, 

I 
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te11 thern a fl:ory .-" I !hall do it 
with pleaf1.re, (fajd I\.1illfon) for who 
kno\vs but one of my ftories may, 
one day, fave the life of fome 
ch:ld. 

CHAP. XL 

.A Jlory commenced, and Millfon, lik~ 

Jome other great fol/is, the hero of 

his own tale. 

,, Coi '1E, my lads and Ia!fes, {faid 

!v1il1fon) fit ye down-well now for 
it, but what mufi this fiory be about ?'' 
A caflle, cried fome, and a ghofl:, 
cried others.-'' Ah, my boys, (faid 

!vlillfon) 
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IvI ii lfon) there's no doing without 
thefe now-a-days, but yet its time 
time they \', ere out of fafbion.­
vYhat fay you to A l\IONSTER.''­

A monfler ! a monfler ! was direclly 
ca!led for, as tbe fubjeB: of the tale, 
and old Millfon thus began: 

" He who is fo negligent of his 
own welfare, as thereby to difl:refs 
thofe wlio are fo kind as to be con­
cerned for him; or he who is con­
fl-antly indulging himfelf in alts of 
mifchi~f, to the real injury of him­
felt and others, dc.:fLn·es the name 
of a monl1er. Of foch a bo,: I will 
now gi\·e y(Ju the hiflory, tru1..ing 
that you will confidtr the actions 
I fhall defcribe, not as patt rns 
for imitancn; but as exa.r1ples of 

L:ch 
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i,t..c.h condu8: as OL1ght ne\er to be 
followed. 

'' T am, myfelf, the hero of the 
tale I am relating; I \, as the el deft 
of two boys, my father was a Farmer, 
in r:1e weft of England, and was as 
wcil as my mother doatingly fond 
of his children; bL1t fo1 want of 
judgment, thty indulged us to a 
very gre1t degree : we never had a 
,vifh bt1t it podible it wa i □ <lu1ged, 
:-rnd no one \, .1s ever al Io\\ eJ to con­
tr :1d1 d llS. 

'· 1, ,vho \"y:ts always of too lively 
a l .. po1ition, h:1<l mo{e courage than 
my brother Ben, an<l was confl:antly 
•::!ther leaJing him into fome rniC. 
cLicf, 01 g tttng into fome fcrape 
rnrk;f 

'' The 
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" The fchool to which we went 
was about a mile and a half diftant 
from our houfe; and in our way to 
ancl from fchooJ, we were always em­
ployed in fome tricks or other. 
liappy ihould I Le if thefe 
l1ad bt'en only tricks of fun, and 
not of m:fchief. S,Jmetimes we were 
riding on pigs, fometimes birds­
ndl:ing, fomecimes-but to tell yvu 
all our arnulements -would be unne­
ceiiary; it will be fufficient to men­
tion a few as cautions to you. 

" Birds- n--: fiing was an amufo. 
n1ent in which 1 high1y delighted; 
many a poor bird have I wantonly 
robl>ed of ils ) oting. fiow the ]j ttle 
warblers have flown around me from 
tree to tree, and ever f now an l 
~ht>n c.:hirped a plaintive note, as 

thou ah r-, 
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I 

Tn 



D A N G E RO F S SPORTS;· l 2 I 

thou6h intreating for mercy, but 

I a1n furry to fay I was loft to every 

tender feeling, and fo as I could but 

gratify my own foolith inclinations, 

I cared not how much I difi.re!fed 

o,hers.'' 

CH AP. XII. 
. 

r 

The pleefures of birds-nejling, with a 

new mode off weeping chimneys. 

"So ME TI MES I received from my 

.mirconduct that punifhment which, 

.. though I often merited., my father 

a11d mcthr-r kept back. Thus one 

t veniog,, ju Lt before dark, I had 

climbed 
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climbed up a very high tree to take 
a bird's neft1 and was trying to get 
from the branch I was on to the 
one on which the neft was built, 
when my foot flipped, and I fell, 
but not far; for my coat fkirts en­
tangling in the boughs, my fall was 
broken, and I, at the fame time catch­
ing hold of another bough with my 
bands1 hung in this manner, fearing 
that my clothes would give ,vay> 
and that not having power enough 
to { u pport myfelf with my hands, I 
mull: fall and break my neck. 

" At length I was fortunate enough 
to get my legs acrofs another bough, 
but could not difentangle my clothes ; 
I now called aloud, but could make 
no one hear, and was therefore 
obliged to pafs the whole night in 

this 

fr 
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this dreadful ftate; often times feel­

ing f uch pain• fr(_)m being fo long 

in one pofture, as to be ready almon. 

to loofe my hold, and truft to the 

confequences: and I fl1ould certainly 

have fallen through fo.ti 0ue, if I had 

not, about the middle of the night, 

got my pack alfo to bear a little on 

another branch. 
" Think, my good fellov,s, wh:it 

a fituation I had put myfelf in by 

indulging my cruel diCpofit on; think 

how dreadful a night I paffed, dread­

ing every moment that my clothes 

,vould gille w_ay, or the branch 

break, and that I ihould fall to the 

groum,, and be brui[ed to atoms. 

" At la{l morning came, and fome 

labouring men palling near the tree, 

I cried aloud : they loo ked about 
but 
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but, not feeing me, they walked on • • ·I had now given myleJf up for loft, 
but in about half an h0ur, fome 
n1ore perfons palling by, I repeated 
n1 y cries; and was fortunately d if­
covered by them, and relea(cd from my fl1ocking fitu.1cion. 

'' Bue think of the perverfenefs and 
thoughtlefsnefs which fo ruinouily 
influenced all my aRions. "\Vithin a 
week I climbed a tree again, and 
enticed my brother to follow me. ,v e had nearly gotten to the top of 
the tree, and my brother was on a 
branch on which I was going to 
fiep, when he prayed me to defift; 
but fuch was my wicked obftinacy, 
r hat to afk. me not to clo any 
thing was fore co infpire me with 
an inclination to do it Jir{:'BJy.-

. . 
u So 
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" So it was in this caie. I fl:eppcd 
on to the bra~ch, which broke di­
rectly, and we both fell. 

Oh, heavens, what I felt at the mo­
n1cnt of falling ! buffeted about fron1 
one branch to another, I at lafl: reached 
the ground with fuch violence, that 
I lofl: my fenfes. "{Nhen I recovered, 
I found my[e1f furrounded by people~ 
who had been rendering me a[­
fiG:ance-but to my poor brother 
their kindnefs was fruitlefs, he was 
killed outright. 

'' I was now carried home ; one of 
my arms and one of my legs were 
broken; and I h:icl the dreadful re­
flection fixed in my n1ind, th:n, 
by my ob(tinacy, I had occaGoned 
t he d~ath of my brother. Nor was 

thi 
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t-his the only injury I occafioned to 
others by my inditcretions, as this 
little fiory will fhow. · 

'' An old woman, who lived in a 
f mall cottage under the fide of a little 
hill, the top of which was nearly 
level w~th the top of her chimney, 
ufed frequently to get the neigh­
bouring children to come and fit with 
her in the evening; and, with all the 
k indners imaginable, would treat 
them with the homely delicacies of 
cakes and fugared ale: at the fame 
time telling them ftories of ghofts 
and hobgoblins, in which the poor 
filly, but good natured, old woman 
hertelf believed. 

'' I had rendered myfelf fo dreaded 
for my mifchief, that the old lady 
had refufed to admit n1e to be any 
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longer of the party. Determined to 
play her a trick, one evening that I 
knew fhe had a large company ot 
young folks with her, I mounted the 
hill, and waiting till I thought they 
were deeply engaged in fome dread­
ful ftory, I put my mouth to the 
opening of the chimney, and, in a 
feigned voice, cried, " I am come 
for you,,, and, ar the fame time, 
----" - " Vv ell, Mr. Mill.­
fan, what did you do then ?''- faid 
Mifs Henneth.-" No, Mifs Hen­
eth, I'll tell you no more until that 
needle is taken out of vour fleeve. 

J 

Be aff ured it is a moft dangerous 
practice, for any one running again1t 
you, may have it driven rnto their 
arn1 1 or force it into yours 

l Ir 
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It 1s almofl as dangerous a trick as 
th1t of putting pins rnto the n1outh, 
by \.\ hich a life has fometimcs been 
]oil; the pin, by fomc fudckn mo­
tion or fright, or by (peaking hallily, 
l1aving betn forced down the gullet 
into the fl:omach. The caution I now 
give is alfo applicable to other im­
proper fLbftances, ~ hich are fame­
rimes put into the mouth by filly 
children, iuch as h:ilfpence, marbles, 
fruitflonLs. ''-" Thank ye, Mr. Mill­
fon, (fa;J Harry, with bis ufual im­
peLuofity ;)-but what did you do 
then, p• a) ?" -- ' ' FuH: promife, 
young folks, to remember what I 
have told you. _ '' Yes, Sir, ( they 
ail c ried at once,) but what did you 
do next, pray ?'' - " Why I forced 

a duck 
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a duck, which I had brougLc for 
the purpofe, down the chimney. 

'' The poor duck carried do\Yn 
with it a cloud of fmoke, and when 
it got into the room was itfelf as 
bhck as poffible. The party was 
rnoft dreadfully alarmed, and all flew 
to the door, helter fkelcer, and the 
poor old woman hobbled after the 
reft; but unfortunately her foot 
flipped at the threfl1old, {he fell with 
fo much violence that fhe broke her 
leg, and was confined, poor c1 ea­
ture, for two or three months. 

" Thus did I, by a fooliil1 piece 
of mifchief, make a good old cre~­
ttire a.cripple the reft of her days. Let 
this teach you, that }OU are not to 
gratify your love of fun, by the 
inj ury of anoLhtr. 

I l2 CIIA p-
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C}IAP. XIII. 

Tht charming ejfeEls of bull.baiting. 

and other fuch rational amujements. 

0BSTIN ACY · and thoughtlefsnefs 
were not the only cau{es of my cala­
n1ities; nj y extreme impatience fome­
times contributed its £hare. Thus 
one day as I was playing with fire, 
works, I had lighted a ferpent, which 
would not go off, and too impatient 
to wafr, I held it towards my face 
whilfl: I blew it ; on a f udden it \\'tnc 
off, the flame and fparks flew into 
~y face, and burnt me fhocking1y. 

I t 
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Ir was to this trick I am indebted 
for this fear on 1ny right cheek. 

'' Thus I paffed my time, until 
I became acquainted with one wor[e 
than 1ny(elf; and then I became 
brutal enough to indulge in aets of 
cruelty, fuch as tying faucepans to 
dogs tails, bull-baiting, throwing at 
cocks, &c. but I \VlH not diH:reCs 
your feelings by dwelling on fuch. 
conduct, any more than to affurc 
you, that by indulging in fuch amufe­
n1ents as thefe, the he3rt is rendered 
callous and the mind ferQcious, as 
the fi:ory I ihall tell yol) will 
prove.-

cc About a year or two ago, the 
lady of captain Bellamy went to the 
New Jail, in the Borough, to vitit 
~ perfon confined there for debt; 

1 3 and 
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and while in converfation, in a room 
up two pair of flairs, {he cried our, 
' \.Vhoever the man is, that I now 
hear talking below, (in the yard) 
he is the fame who robbed, and fo 
crueJiy ufed my hufband.' lJpon 
this fhe was introduced into that 
part of the prifon, where perfons 
charged ,,·ith felony, aIE ults, &c. 
are confined, it being entirely fepa­
rated from the quarter affignecl to 
the debtors; and, from a great num­
ber of perfons, fhe readily p0inted 
out the particubr man, whofe voice 
fhe liad expre.!fed hcrfdf to recog­
nize; in confequcnce of this the 
man was taken before the magiflrates, 
at the Rotation-office in the Bo­
rough, when the following circum­
ftance appeared :-About that t11nc 

two 
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two years, as Captain Bellamy and 
his lady were returning from E pfo1n 
in a phaeton, during the race week, 
they were attacked near Ewell by 
three men, \Vho demanded their mo­
ney and watches : the Captain re­
fufed to fubmit to being robbed, 
and prepared to defend himfelf; but 
being at length overpowered by the . 
villains, they took fr01n him cafh 
and other property to a large amount, 
and afterwards barbaroufly cut the 
back finews of both his legs, fo 
tnat he remains a cripple to this 

y. The perfon of the prifoner be­
ing fworn to, as one of the men 
guilty of the above robbery and 
atrocious acl:: of cruelty, he was re­
manded for tria! at the next affizes 

1 4 for 
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for Surry, condemned, and exe .. 
cuted. 

" Now the circumflance to which 
I mofl: particularly wifh to call your 
attention is, that this wantonly cruel 
being had been indulged by a fond 
mother in every extravagant wifn 
he could form, and infi:ead of being 
employed at learning, or at labour, 
was allowed to gratify himfelf, with 
the cruel and bloody fport of worry­
ing with dogs that noble animal> 
which Providence has kindly ap­
propriated to our ufe, and which 
furni01 es us with both food and 
clothing. To the f port of bull­
baiting w:1s this poor wretch an1azingly 
:iddicted, confequencly his cruelty was 
not to be wondered at. 

,, I do 

yea 
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cc I do aff ure you, that as reafon 
gained more power over me, I gra­
dually detefted cruelty more and 
more, and can fay that fince tr,e]ve 
years of age, I never willingly gave 

. :my fellow-being pain. 

CHAP. 
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CH AP. XIV. 

·0td Ji:l!Jon found out. 

cc ~.t.. T a proper time I was put out 

.?,pprentice> but fondnefs for play hatl 

fo pr.ffeffed my mind, that I could 

not reconcile myfelf at all to \\'ork; 

and .. , hen I had fervcd three years 

of my time, I ran away. 

'' I now \'Veot to fea, and conti­

nued a failor unril I w1s about 

fitty yea15 of age; when bc:ng fo 

fortunate as to be one of a partv who 

tock pc,fldLon lafi v.ar of a Dt'tch 

for: in the La.CT.Indies, rn which a 

to 

to 

fon 
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great quantity of riches was con­

tained, my fhare of the fpoil was 

fo n1uch as to allow me to live as I 

now do.,, 

J uft as Millfon had fini01ed this 
:iccount, Mr. Vincent, the clergyrnan, 
came in, and having paid his refpeEts 

to Mr. and Mrs. Henneth, he ad• 
dreffed !\1r. Millfon in a very familiar 

and ref pectful manner; thanking hin1 
for the kind relief he had yielded 
to a poor diftrdt family.-1\tl1llfon 
winked at him, and fb ove all he 
could to prevent his going, on; but 
the clergyman not perceiving it, pro­
ceeded to thank him for numerous 
other acls of benevolence. 

Mr. Henneth looked at Mr. t\'1ill­
fon with a look of enquiry, when 
!vlr. Millfou faid, '' It may feem 

ftrange, 
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ihange, that I, who employ [o much 
of my time in mending nets for the 
fi[hermen, at frnall pay, {hould be 
able to perform thcfe little acts of 
charity, but the fact is, that when 
I returned lafl from fea, I 'found 
my poor mother alive, whom I had 
fo diflreft in my youth; my fa~her 
had been fome time dead. I there­
fore, in the fidt place, employed my 
property to render her laft days com­
forc.1ble,, and make Iome atonement 
for the fufferings I had occaGoned 
her in my youth. Oh, my children, 
ne\'er act fo in your youth towards 
vour parents, that you fhall be 
fl ung by felf - reproach in your 
age. 

fc When I bad thus rendered my 
morhcr comfortable, l iliH had pro• 

percy 

; r: 

.) 
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perrv ruHicienc left, to allow me to do 
goocl to others ; to be the better 
enabled to do this, I determined to 
f pend no more money on myfelf than 
was abf:>l utely neceifo.ry. I there­
fore built my little hut, and refolved ra­
ther to earn a trifle by mending nets, 
than to wafle any of my property, the 
whole of which I determined to ap­
propriate to the poor; and for that 
purpofe, I feleEled that worthy gen­
tleman to di(hi bute n1y little dona .. 
tions an1ong fuch objects as he beft 
approved. Having been a favourite 
with the furgeon of our fhip, I ufed 
to be employed by hin1 in drcffing 
fo'l1e of the patients under his <li­
rc{tion, and by the knowledge thus 
g3in_J, I have been enabled fre. 
quently to be of !ervice to 1ny poor 
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neighbours-but enough of this, 

for I hate to talk about myfelf.­

So, my good fellows, let us away 
to bed." 

But, addreffing hi~felf to :rvir. 
Benneth, " As to-morrow is the lafl: 
day of our jubilee, I have one favour 

to afk. of you, Sir, that you will in­
dulge me with your company, and 

that of the young folks to-morrow, 
to fee the inflde of my hut, and 
t.o take a little refre£hment, if it 
fhould be agreeable to the party."­
" Oh! pray, Mr. Henneth, do ·go?', 
faid all the young folks, and rhe vifit 

was, therefore, agreed on. 

.CHAP . 

., 

r1 



DA NG ERO US SPORTS. 14 I 

CH AP. XV. 

T.. e vi.fit paid; and as much bu.file, 

Jurprize, and alarm, as any moderate . 

reader would wijhfor. 

'JV' HEN the morning came, lVIr. 
1\Iilfon returned to his houfe, or 
rather cave in the rock, firft ex­
preffing his hearty thanks to I\i1r. and 
Mrs. Henneth, for the kind and hof­
pitable treatment they had affi>rdcd 
him ; and begged the party would 
not be late before they honoure<l 
him with their vifit. 

It 
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It was, at laft, fettled that they 
were to be \vith him by twelve 
o'clock, and Mr. Iv1illfon, taking 
l\1r. Henneth afide, begged him., 
when they had arrived within a hun­
dred yards of the houfe, to let George 
run forward to apprife hin1 of their 
coming, and then whifpered fame­
thing in I\1r. Henneth's ear. 

"Pray, Mr. Author, what did he 
fay when he whifpered to him?"­
" My charming little readcr--\Vhy, 
wJ do you fuppofe he fi)Oke in a 
whifper ?''-'' Becaufe he win1ed, I 
fuppofe, not to be heard by any 
one, but him to \vhom he fpoke.''­
" Then let us, my young friend, not 
make a breach in our good man­
ners, but leave the fecret betwe~n 
l\,lr. l I enneth and his friend, old 

~1i1Jfon 

,., 

to 
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:tvlillfon, not doubting but that, at 
a proper time, if it be fit to be 
communicated, we lhall become a 
party in the fecret." 

They were all anxious for the 
time to arrive, at which they were 
to be admitted to the honour of a 
vifit at Mr. Million's curious cave. 
'\Vhen t.he time came, they all fat 
off as happy as princes, anticipating 
the delight they were about to expe­
rience. 

As they were going along l\!1r. 
He1,neth turned round, on hearing 
a noife behind, when he faw Tho.nas 
,vilkins laying on the grounJ, co 
all appearance lifelefs, and Edward 
I-Iarris hanging over him, under the 
greatefb .. alarm. On enquiry, he 
found tnat ·in confequencc: of a little 

ditputc, 
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difpute, in which Thomas VVilkins 
bad treated Edward Harris with a 
great deal of infolence and con tern pt; 
Edward, on the other's calling 
him a lyar, had knocked him down 
by a blow on the fide of his bead. 
In a few moments, however, he re­
covered by the care of Mr. Benneth, 
when Edward flew to him, and, in 
the mofi: affectionate nrnnner, in­
tre:Hed his pardon, and begged his 
f orgi venefa. He tben took l\1r. 
l-Ienneth by the hand, and faid, 
" But you, Sir, I fear cannot forgive 
my ill behaviour.''-" Yes, Edward, 
l can, ( faid l\1r. H enneth) but on the 
condition that •;ou will confider the 

J 

confequenccs of thus being led away 

by paffion. P0nder, my dear fellow, 
a littJe on the efcape you bav.e had, 

and 
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and think what would have been the 
reflections, which would have ever 
tormented you, if you had thus 
robbed, in a fit of paffion, a fellow~ 
creature; a companion and play-mate~ 
of his life !"-Edw_ard prom1.fed to 
pay due attention to Mr. Henneth's 
cautions, and Thomas "'{Nilkins be­
ing now recovered, they purfued 
their walk. 

As foon as they arrived within 
fight of the houfe, l\!lr. Henneth 
told George that he might now run 
forwards, and inform Mr. Mill[on 
that the whole family was coming; 
for Mrs. Hcnneth, with the young 
Ladies, and even Joe, being of the 
party. 



A'.\ ) G~orge ran, lilted the latch., 
and jumped joyfully in--but, in 
}efs than a minute, tLe door opentd 
again, and out lkw George, wring­
ing his h:rnds in the detpc.:n <liHrels, 
and affected with the utmoH: alarm 
and terror. They .-111 rau tow:1.rds him, 
and aiked, wh~r ~culcl have happened 
to t n;:y him fo?-·' Oh) Sir: (cried 
George, addn ffing h is father) 1 (1.a!l ne­
ver 11 h:-ippy ag:::in ! Oh, wh:u a wicked 
wretch I am!"-'' \~rh:ir, n.y dear, 
is the matter? 1'-" Poor l\'Ir. MiH­
fon, (G.id Gec,rge) that l 0)ou1d 
nrnr er ym !''-" \i\'hat aoes the 
child mean?" faid i\tlr~ . Hcnneth.­
" ;~ }a, ! I h. ve kdlc d my <Je<l;r friend, 
h1y go, d ~1r. Mil k>n.''_,, !\1y deJr 
child, (fai<l IV.Ir. 1-I nneth) collect 

JOurfelf 

I 

1.1 

,I 
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)'Ol!lfelf. Be co,,! t'Xr L1:u y< U.1tl f, 

and tells us p~triicularly what has 
happe;:itd.,'-" I will, as ,\dl as I 

, can, (faid Ge'Jrge) - w bcn , I got 
into t\1Ir. l\1illfon's room, he was 
fitting, in his old cc ,ar, aileq>, by 
the fire, \Vith his head L,ying on his 
hands on the table ; and on the 
table was one of the piG:cJls wh tch 
uft d to be over his fire- r,lace. As 
he was afleep, I did not know w 1e­
ther I oug11t to awake h11n; and I 
acknowlec!ge I very i nprudently at­
tempted to take up the rift•)l to 
lo )k at it ; but diretlly I tou--he ~ it,• 
it went on: and as I h1ppencd to 
hold ic dire8.td tf wards him, rhc 
whole of its co tents, I h1ppofc, 
arc lod ed in his poor he.id, fir 
b~ diredly fell motionlcfs on tl.e 

K 2 floor.'' 
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-, 

floor.''-We have not pretended to 
infert half of the numerous breaks 
and interruptions which disjoined 
poor George's ftory, nor have we 
blotted our paper with his tears. I-Iis 
di{hefa was beyond defcription. 

The whole party now made 
all the hafte they could, ~nd ruihed 
into the room, but were hindered 
from examining the fallen lifelefs 
mafs, by the fodden opening of a 
door on one fide of the fire- place, 
and hea1 ing a hollow voice fay, 
" Enter here, and fe<lr nothing.''­
They all now pa:lfed into this room, 
and as foon· as tbey had all got in, 
the door flew to with fa much vio­
lence, as to feem to fhake the rock 

itfelf. They were now involved in 
the deepefl: d~uknefs, this room hav-

lD£ 
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rng before been only enlightened by 
the light which had come in at the 
door, which was now fhut lo clofe 
that no efforts of Ivlr. H enneth could 

open it. 
They had not remained long in 

this dreadful fituati,)n when they 
heard very near thcn1 the foft breath..., 
ings of a flute, \vhich foundell mofl 
111elodicufiy, and almofl made them. 
forget the horrors of the moment; when 
fuddenly, at the farther end of rbe cave~ 
rhey beheld a face which had fomewluc 
of the human form, but wa,; rendered 
terrific by fhining with :i ftrong ·:ivid 
blue light. This they bad Ccar·~ely beheld 
a minute, w~1cn it difappeared, and the 
n1ufic again· commenced. Scarcely had 
this continued a minute, when the face 
again appeared, but now it was illu. 

K 3 minatcJ 
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min:ued by freqnent fl::dhcs, and 
,·olumes of fire which c1.mc rolJing out 
at its mouth. The mufic now was 
ag:iin heard, the face difoppcared, 
and they heard a door gently cn.:ak 
on its hinges. 

WhiHl waiting very anxiouily to fee 
who fhould cmer, they heard the mufic 
again ; but at a greater diftance. In a 
n1oment after, another door fiew optn, 
to which, as the light run ed in there, 
they al1 flew; but gueCs tneir wonder, 
\vhen they paffed into a little apd.rr­
ment, in which, although it was 
December, ro(es, pinks and jafmine, 
were blowing, with the mofl delight­
ful fragrance, and numerous oti1er 
plants difplaying their beauties and 
diffufing thtir odours . ., No pen can 
defcribe the ailonifhn1ent which 

mig lt 
' 

,n 
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might be now feen 1n every coun­

tenance; lvut foon was their afto­

niCT1ment increafed, for George 

looking through the window, joined 

his hands together, danced in an 

agony of joy, and with the tea1 s 

flowing from bis eyes, from the 

fweet poignancy of delight, ex~ 

claimed., '' Oh, look ! look !" -

'They all looked through the window, 

and beheld lVf r. l\1illfon, very con1. 

pofedly at work in a little garden. 

;1; 4 CHAP. 
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The wonder_(ul n~rflerics e:-:J1tm·ned, 
witli the particulars oj the grmporodt r 
f1lot. 

TI-IE door which opened frOin tl!is 
little hot-houfc into the garden v:as 
now foon found, and away they all 
flew to !\1illfon, who lauS-"J hed rnof1: ,:> heartily as they came round him. 
Joe, hovvever, kept a mofl: refpeEiful 
<liflance; nay, if he could at tlrnt 
moment bave flown a hundred mac.::. 
from hirn, he u .doubtedly \~Ol 1d 

hav\. 

'· ·•, 



h:ive done fo. , '· It may (fays Joe 

to hirnfelf) he okl l\,,lillfon, but how 

can that be, when he now lies dead 

in the .front room ? aye, aye, aye! 

bug11 on, }.fr. De\·il, you don't catch 

tne near .you.''-And truly did Joe 

keep to his word; for, during their ftay 

in the g1.rclen, Joe took care to keep 

as far from him as poffible. The 

young fo\ks a\l dung clofe to Millfon, 

beggin 6 to know how he ha<l brought 

himfelf to life again, and praying to 

know who w1s that dreadful m:in 

with a face of fire ?- rv1r. Benneth 

himfe\f, with a laugh, faid, " \Vell, 

tvlr. 1il\[on, I mnlt confer~, not­

with{b.nding the notice you gave me 

in a whifper this morning, I am quite · 

at a lofs with re[rect to [everal cir­

cumCT:ances I h~ve this day witneffed; 
fo 



fo pray favour us \Vi th 
explan~tion.''-" "\V dJ, 
fon) my welcome guefl:s 
Ile now r turned into 

a thorough· 
(fays J\,Jill .. 

follow me.~, 
the green-....., houfc, and thence into the room t ev 

had }?.ft quated ; but here .Joe 
thought it would be as well not to 
enter, and tL~rcfore kept aloof: 
'' Con~e, Joe, come along,'' fays \1r. 
!vlillfon.-'' Not I indeed, Sir, (faid 
Joe) except I c~,n be affurccl rhat 
Old Fiery fro.le 1s not there.' -
" Come ,dong, Joe, ( faid l\tlr. I--:!en­
neth) ]'Il in[urc 1our fafeiy.''-Joe 
now ·carne in, and the door was again 
fi1nt. :rnd all in darknl'fs; but, by 
rouchiog :i fpring, the blind, \Vh:ch 
covered the window, flew up, and 
fl1owcd the garden they h2d jufl 
quitted. Tl.e light, thus admitted, 

Lor.1ed 
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1howed tne room to be rather fpa­
cious, wi ·h the fides covered with 
books, with ~ .. elefcope, globes, and 
other philofophic~l inftru nents-; and, 
in the middle of tl'le room, a table 
fet out with cakes and a bottle or two 

• of currant wine. . IIe now having 
feared his guefls, anJ fupplied then1 
Wii.h refrel.in1t.nt, told them, he 
would keep· then1 no longer in 
fi.1fpcrice, but would rroceed to 
explain aB t.1e \\-\ .. r:Jcrs tl1ey h2.d 
beheld, as we1l as t ·1c motives which 
lrnd inducfd him to take the plrt in 
them he h~cl.'' • o great dii11culty 
exiiLd· in obt~i ,ing fikncc, all were 
.~s ftill . and as attentive as poffibk. 
Mr. Nlillton therefore thus ~<ldreifod 
them:-" , 7h,.,n, my young frie 10, 
Gt:orge · ca 11e vith 1,,lr. Benneth, 

his 

~ 
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his 1ather, to ho1Jour me wii.h the 
invitation to enjoy thole chys of 
plcafamry \.\ e all have fo charmingly 
paiicd, I fa w tbat he fixed his t) es on 
my pifiols; and it fecmed wjth diffi­
culty, indeed, that he oJi.dd keep 
fi om beholding them; I WJs then 
convinced that his curioficy was fo 
m•,cl1 rxcired, and fuch a propenficy 
to meddJe w irh fire arms created, that 
notLing but lvme {hong and flriking 
cii-cu1ntbnce could countera:.::1. For 
this pu-pole, rhert:ore, haring you 
kr.o .v had a new coat to pay my vi.fie 
in tJ Edley CaH1c, l this ,norning 
ftuffeJ my old coat full of fhaw and 
rags, I tdl n placed it in a chair, in the 
poll[wn (., eor 0 c 1ou11<.i it, ,vich its 
face, fl r the better concealment, 
fee:1.iH6I} le .. ~1~1g en tLe table. I 

alfo 

. 
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alfo lo~ded one of the p1flois with 

powder, faftcr:c<l it to the table, and 

tied a flriug to the tngger, which 

I brought through this hole in the 

door into this rooi11, whilft I \,·atched 

his motitrns thro1..~:gh this hole. Di­

redly as I fa\v him touch the piCT:ol, 

I pulkd the Aring, the piftol went 

off; then pulling another- (hing fal.1:ened 

to t e chair i wl ich my reprelenta:.. 

t1ve was placed, down h fell, and 

aw.1/ run poor George. I then pre­

p:1.red for your• reoaption in the otb9r 

re-Ji m, ''_pu· L<l Of)C 1 the door, called 

Jon ih, with a feig.'fl7d voice, and then 

let the door fall \' iolcntl y to . I 

then took np my little ilnte, and 

phyed a bar or two of t e f1ow 

mo;;e nent 111 the overture to Ar-­

t '.i:erxcs; and then clapped on a mafk, 

l had 
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1 had previoufly rubbed with phof­
phorus, This being removed, I 
again took my flute, and, after per­
forming a little time, I played off 
a chemical trick, by which I ap­
peared to breathe flames. When 
you hc.ard the door creak, T made 
my efcapc into the garden, and pulled 
the door open which led you into the 
green-houfe. Thus are all the myf­
teries explained ; and now for the 
motjves which induced me to play 
you r hefc ftrange tricks. 

" My intention in playing thofe 
little tricks, both to day and yeftcrday 
evening, which excited, perhaps, 
fome little terror in your minds, was 
that of iliowing you the folJy of 
fuppofing every firangc appearance 
to be fo1nethrng out oi the ordinary. 

courfo 
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courfe of nature, and the weaknd~ 

of allowing you1 [elves, fo to be over­

_cor:1e by te:-rur on fuch occafions·, 

as to be deprived of the power of 

n1.ak ing the neceffary examination. 

It is no wonder that any one, who 

allows his mind fo to be cngrofied 

\vith terror on f uch occafions, and who 

fo yields np the po\vers of the mind, 

as to let fuch circurnfb.nces p~fa 
without examination, fhould refer 

every thing, in the leal1 out of the 

common way, to witche~, ghoil:<:, 

, fairies, &c. How much more proper 

was the condu•.l of my li~tle heroine, 

v, ho when the bloody ghoft ap­

peared, \Vent direu\y up to it, and 

made that diCcovery which d11l1ellecl 

all fear. Another remark I mufl 

mak~ ref pee.ting thofe expc- .r:~ents 

hv 
• 
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by which 1 have btely fo mucli en­
gaged your attention; which is, that 
you !11ould carefully obr2in ail the 
jnftruc..'1i(1n you are able, concc1 ning 
the principles by which fuch extraor­
dmary effeas are pro(;uccd : and then 
thefe experiments may become to you, 
not ·merely a fourcc of amufcment, but 
the means of important inflrucbon. 
Ilu t fame degree of fciemi fie know ledge 
is neceffary to be poifdied by thole 
who choofe thus rationally to a:.-nufe 
then1f<~lves, fince difagreeable confr­
g uences n1ight be the refult of at• 
tempting to perform them wit bout 
the necdfary previous inf0rma-
t io11. "\Vhen I fo11nci George was 
Lm.loubtec.iiy firicken with a propen­
fi ty to play with fire-arms, I was 
deten .. ined, if poiliule, to D1ow him 

' wr:ar 
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what tickli(h things they are ; and 
to imprefs c-n his mind, as i1:rongly 
as poffible, how much caution is 
necdfary in meddling with them ; 
and the dangerous confequences which 
111:.1.y f, ·llow their being improperly 
n1eddled with. F0r this purpofe I 
played him that trick, which I be­
lit:ve made fome impreffion on you 
all; and, for the fame reafon, I 
fha.11 now beg you ferioufly to con­
fider the dreadful mifchiefs ,vhich 
may folww from adn1itting gun­
pov,der and fire-arms an1ong the 
nuu' ber of your amt1fements.''-
" V\'ell, but (faid Charles Vincent) · 
may we not pby with gun-powder, 

1 and cannons, and fire-works, if We ,, 

take care ?"-" TJke care, indeed, 
faid 11r. Millfon) you're a fi11e fellow 

to 
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to talk of taking care; yes, young 
Pick.le, much might be allowed to 
depend on your care, no doubt; 
ycu all of you know Frank Ruffel, 
who did live at Edlev : for mifchief 

~ 

he was equal to Charles Vincent 
himfelf, for precipitancy he was about 
a match for !Iarry Wilding, and for 
qt1ickncfs of mind equal to any I 
now have the pleaf ure to fpeak to. 
Yet fee how little may be depended 
on the care of young folks, and 
even of thofe of good abilirie~. 1-Ie 
had purchafed a little brafs cannon 
2nd an ounce of gun-powder; and 
having charged his cannon, was pro­
cccdirg to difcharge it, when he 
fot1nd the priming would not light. 
J1e tried frefh priming, but in vain, 
;rnd aga111, and agam ; until his 

pat1cnc:e 
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patience being worn out, he ~lHUft 

his lighted ftick into the paper of 
gun-powder ; but this was fo damp 
it did not direEll y take fire, he there­
fore then took the paper in one 
hand, and applied the lighted flick 
with the other hand, 2.nd it not 
taking fire even now, he raifed the 
gun-powder to his face, and blew 
on the lighted flick, \Vhen the pow­
der immediately exploded, burning 
the whole of his face in fo dreadful 
a manner, tbat for feveral days it 
could not be determined whether be 
woul.d ever recover his fight, and 
had it not been for the properly 
directed and unremitting efforts of 
his affectionate mother, he mufl: 
haYe been fo frightfully fcarred, as 
o h:ive been dreadful to view. There-

L fore , 
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fore, n1y l1tar •el1ows, remember the 
fate of Fra~k Rt,ifell ; and conflder 
~lfo, that alrhough his misfo:-tnne 
w2s in facl: the confoq uence of ex­
tI eme thoughtlcf~ m.fs, yet, with fud 
infl,H1Hn~!blc m~rrer as gun. po•:. der, 
no caution may be fufficient to 
iecurt from di-eetdful accidents. As 
to fponrng ,•,ith ti_1e-:i.rms; 1t \\ill 
l~ fllreiy tdri~itnt to r~lar~ to ;ou 
an accide!at 0r nvo, and le:i \·e your­
O\Vn good fenle to make the propec 
infrrc:t ccs refp Aing the great crgrec 
of caut.un ne ff 1, y in mcd<111ng with 
Lhcie l o ·11d ir:Jhumcnts of flau~ h ter • .__, 

CHAP. 

f· 

t'. ., 

'I 
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CH AP. XVII. 

In which the Author j!, ws an inclina­

tion to flarve the Ro;•al Lotfcge cj 

Surgeons. 

TOT · long fince the Newfpapers 

jr.Jormcd us, that at Sutton, in the 

Hle of 14.lv, a yo rh ftarioned with · 
~ , 

a loaded gun to protea· i ,me wheat 

fro111 tl1e birds, rntruH-ed his piece 

with ano,hcr lad ,vhilfl he \, enc inro 

' the vi!lage to rcplei ,ifh his Clikct 

with powder ~nd i11or. Tnc bd, 

1. 2 pleafed 
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ple~ied with his charge, was rncri­
fying the firuation of the ramrod, 
when Lhe butt end of the gun being 
on the ground, and the mouth of 
it pointed towards his body, it 
went off, and difcharged its con­
tents in his belly ; fome of the {hot 
going quite through him, and 
paffing out at his back. He made 
a i11 i tt to get to the houf e of his 
frienJs, at feveral hundred ) ards 

living 
hour, 

diftance, and there, after 
abou c the f pace of an 

expi red. 
Very lately a mo!l: dreadful acci-

dent happened in London : the 
guards of the mail coaches always 
trav e 1 ,vith loaded pifi.ols and a 
bl underbufs. In a room at the Poll 

Cffice~ in Lombard.fheet, fame of 
the 

in 

Ot 

ti 

1 

,O 
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the piftols had been left by fome 
of the guards, and had remained _ 
there feveral days, when a little boy, 
about eleven years, taking up one 
of the piCT:ols, prc[ented it jocofely 
to his fiCT:er, who was rather younger 
than himf_elf, and fnapped it (cveral 
times. But at laft, moft unexpectedly 
and unfortunately, the piftol went 
off: and its whole contents were 
lodged in her ft0mach; fhe furvived 
only a few hours, during which 
fhe [uffered the moft excruciating 
torments. 

Charles Vincent talks of tlking 
care, but the care of young folks 
we fee is very little to be depended 
on, and how much, even the care 
of grown people, is fufficient to pre­
,·ent thefe dreadful accidents, the 

L 3 circum-
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circum:lai1ce I £hall now rcbte to 
you will, I think, render fufficitntly 
eYident. ivlr. ,vt11ian1 I-Iart!ey had 
long hvcd, and been btbved by, 
I\~ifs An;elia lrefon) Lhe cLughttr of 
:i n~ighuour. Innum-:uble obfl:1-
c!es lud for three vears almGft de-

J 

prived them of a hope of ·being 
united in m':itrirnony ; when, by a 
happy turn in their a1fairs, the 
cloud , wliich had fo ~ong lhrng . . 
over them, fudd-~n1y di fappe~:ed, 21d 

the beams o[ hap pi nets !hone full on 
them. Their parents ~onientir,g, their 
rnarri:ise \\'as detlrrnineJ en, and W-1S 

accordingly cekbrared one morning, in 
town, a p-otlcbaifc and four ;:ittending 10 

take them, with a rifler of Amel i~1·· s, 
to Mr. IIanley's country feat. . 1 s 

they 

to 

i.! 
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they rode from town Mrs. f-Iartley 
jokingly faid, " She could not bear 

to travel with fuch dreadful weapons,'' 

pointing to a pair of piftols, the 

ends of which projected out at the 
pockets in the front of the chaife. 

He fmiled at her fears, and to !how 

how groundlefs they were, convinced 

her that they were not loaded. In the 
afternoon they dined at an inn on the 

road, and after dinner walked in the 

garden, whi]fl: the pollchai[e was pre­

paring, the piftols being left on a 

chair in the room in which they , 
had dined. On being informed the 

chaife was ready, they returned to 
the room for their gloves, &c. \v nen 

1\ir. Hanley taking up the p11tol <;, 
faid, '' '.Vell, Amelia, you !hall no 
longer traYel with thefe companions, 

L 4 for 
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for I have told Thomas to take 
the1n and charge them, to defend 
us as we pafs over Brixley Heath. 
cc 'tJVilliam, ( faid Amelia) why lliould 

. we refifl:, and take away the life of 
a fellow creature for a few guineas ? 
I will ufe the authority of a wife, 
(ihe laughingly faid) and do declare 

·they fl1all not be loaded.'·- ' Here, 
( cried he to her fifl:er) here's a 
politive wife;" and, joking, pointing 
the piH:ol to her, pulled the tiigger, 
and--killed her inflant1y. 1 he 
fcrvant, having received his mafler's 
orders, had load d the piftols whilll 
his mafl:er and mifi:refs were walking 
in the garden. 

" \Nell but, Mr. Millfon, (faid 
l\1ifs Henneth) furely you will not 

<le prive 
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dep1 ive us of our bvws and arrows? 
Archery, you know, is now quite 
in vogue ; how charmingly did the 
ladies and gentlemen look the other 
day, when they met to try their 
.lkill in archery; the bow1nen dre!fed 
in their uniforms of green and filver 
and the ladies in dreffes correfponding 
to them." '' My dear prattler(faid tvtill­
fon) it pains me to prohibit a pleafure, 
and therefore I fay with regret~ that 
they fl1ould not be played \Vith by young 
folks, who do not a8: with a very con­
fiJerable degree of circum(pection; 
recollect how dreadful a weapon is 
the arrow. But a few years ago, ju!l 
fuch a thoughtlefs rogue as Harry 
\Vilding, had affixed an arrow to 
the firing of his bow, and was 

play 
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playfully pulJing the fl.ring, without in­

tending the arrow to fly, when his finger 

flipped, and the arrow lodged 1n the 

eye of a gentleman who flood oppolite 

to him. But be1e let me cligrefs, to 

{how you how good may flow frmn 

evil. The gentleman, to whom this 

accident happened, was actuated by 

a moft benevolent f pirit, and pof­

fe1Ted a very confiderablc portion of 

ingenuity. He therefore, infiead of 

finking into a. cenfureable defpon­

dency, employed himfelf in con­

trivi11g and forming, of a fpccies of 
enamel, artificial CJ'es. Thefe he 

at lafr conflructed fo beautifully, as 

not to differ in appearance from the 

natural eye, and he 1s now very 

generally applied to for the pur-
pofe 
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pofe of affifting thofe who have 
f uffered a filnilar deprivation with his own. 

· CHAP. XVIII. 

},tfore proofs that Millfon is an uncom. 
mon kind ef a creature. 

T J-IE thanks of the whole parry 
were now given to 11r. Millfon, for 
thefe little hifi:ories and the accompany­
ing obfervations. " But, Mr. Mill­
fon, (faid Mrs. Benneth) you muft 
cxcufe female curiofity, but I cannot 
underfiand how it can be that you 
who 1nend fifherm n'i. nets, and are 

even 
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even fornetimes feen gatherrng 11:icks off 

the heath, lhould be in poffeffion 

of fuch a nice little library, philofo­

phical inftruments, and, befides all 
thefe, fuch a charming little green­

houfe ?''-'' My dear l\1ada.m, (faid 
1fillfon) I befcire informed you I 

had got fome private property, and 

this, you by accident difcovered, I 

appropriate a part of to ch:uitable 

purpofes: another part furnifhes my 

fupport, and another my amufen1ent. 

\Vhat I can !pare from my 1upport 

I devote to charity, and when I can 

fjx1re a 'Y from tliis portion, I pur­

ch.1fe wirh it books, inftruments, and 

pbms for my litde green-houfe, and 

little pref~J1ts for my young neigh­
buurs. The cirC11mftanle which firft 

J •• 

induced me to .obtain 1 ermi!Iion to 
erclt 

f 

(,, 

fi, 
,, 

I 

a 
\ .. 
1, 
C 

lh 
~ 

l 
• 

tne1 

t'.' 
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• 

creel: my lade d,~, !ling 011 this f~,ot 
• 

was, that behind the piece of foft 

chalk, out of which n~y hut is cut, 

there was a rnc:e pl<,t of ground, 

furrounded by the rock and I wa" 

delighted with the thought of ren­

dering ir my garden. The little riot­
hour~ you faw, I raifed wirh my 
own h rnds, and 1nd the ia1hes H:n~ 

by t1:e wagoon from town. acco··d-, ,__,o 

ino-b to the <limtnfioos I '.-?.n.. .-e, tbe!e 
I ~ 

l alfo put up myfdf, fn th1t none 
hut the p1efcnt com pan, kr.o vs of 

their being a garden, with a hot­
houfe, . in the valley, formed by-rhefe 
furrounding rocks. ''-Joe now, vrry 

humbly, \vhifpering to George H t n­
r.eth, George laughed heartily, and 
(11J, '' i\lr. I\:1tllfon, pray 1:1risfy Joe, 
w .1) y .)u go about Fick.ing u1) {hcl· c; • 

o l 
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off the heath?'' - " By fo doing, 

Joe, I keep up the idea of my po­

verty, which is all that protects 

me 1n this Jonely place fron1 rob ... 

bers." 
'' Now, Mr. MiJifon, (faid George 

Henneth) I hope you'll excufe me, 

for I cannot refrain from afking you 

one quefbon. vVhen you gave us 

the hiftory of your various adventures 

bft rngbt, you made no mention 

of that by which you had the mis­

fortune of being rendered Jame; 

.T hope the quefiion is not an im­

proper one, bllt, pray, hy \,·hat 

accident did it harpen ?" - " You 

arc right, my <lL, r fellow, I for­

got thut, as well as feyeral other of 

my r .. -icks, for now can a perfon re­

member all, who has b en almoft 
ah, a)'S 

C 

fc 
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always engaged in fome ftral}ge ad­
venture. B ~, t of this misfortune I 
will give you the particulars, as well 
as recolle6ion will enable me." 

Now we will commence another 
chapter, trufling that what Mr. Mill­
f on has to tell the good company, 
will fully authori[e our fo doing. 

CI-I AP. XIX. 

A caution to our young readers.-Ile 
11)/io does g ood, will, if not very 
careful, be found out at lajl. 

cc IT happened in the bft voyage 
I made to India) and foon after I had 
been concerned in taking the Dutch ,. 

1orr, 



fo~r: b} wbicb I g-1ined my property. 
<) .i i roip w1s laying at anchor, ar.d 
1, ylc lf, the Surgeon, and about half 
a dozen more, had obtJined perrnif­
fi--1n to go afl1ore for amufemer1t. 
As he. wild bea.fis were l· oown forne­
times to come down near to the fea 
11crc .. bm .. t~, the C:iptain would h~r1:e 
diffuack<l us Lorn going, but v:e 
bei,:g anx:0 1·s to enjoy an ho,i'r or 
two Ou {ho1c, he conceded, advifing 
11s io arm· out tlveq e:-ich with a p.:iir 
of piftols, fiuck in a belt round the 
n1iddle. Tlius accoutred we rowc,i 
af1 ore, and, making the boat fafl, 
wandered as our inclin~tions <.~irectcd; 
ri, tl of all agreeing that fl~uul<l the 
k und of a pi!lol be heard, all w} o 
hu ird it f11(>uld immediately repair 
t<? the p;ut whence the found pro-

cteded, 

L 
r. 
i.. 

.. 
1. 
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cceded, lefl: their aiiiflance {bou kl 
l>e nece.!fary. I had not ftrolltd far 
before I faw at a little difl::inc( be.: 
fore me a gentleman, on whoie ~Ol:n­

tcnance were evidently di(coverable 
che a1arks of alarm, pointing a 
fowling-piece to a large bu{h at the 
foot of a tree. He pulled the trigger, 
the priming fb(hed in the pan, but 
the piece did not go ofl: when in­
fl:antly a large. royal tig, r, at which 
his piece had ·been pointed, ilc ·.v fr0tn 
the buf1J, and feized him by the 
ihoukkr. 1

1ot a moment of tirr:e 
was to be loil, I ran t0\v~11:ds the ani-
1nal, and as he w .. 1.s pr~paring to 
drag his prey along, I di( harse l 
one of my pi!lols at, and I belit.ve I 
111ufi: have wound~d hirn; as he im­
mediately looi~ned his prey, and turn-

rno-
0 
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ing round, directed his courfe to me. 
At this inftant I drew the fecond 
pifiol from my belt; the ferocious 
animal flew on me, and feiztd me by 
the hip. He had already dragged 
me into the wood, but I had happily 
ftill kept hold of the piflol, and as 
my hands and arms hung at liberty, 
I was able, notwithftanding the ago­
nies I endured, to point the piftol 
clo(e to the chert, and as near as I 
cou Id guefs to the heart of the ani- · 
rnal ;-what a moment was this, my 
piftol might or might not mifs fire, 
the fhot might take place effe6ually 
or not.-M y life all reCT:ed on this-1 
pulled the trigger, and, God be praifed, 
my piCT:ol djd not fail me, and my 
dreadful enemy let go his hold. I fell 

~nJ 

I 

f:u 

tne 

1,; 
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and he fiole away, but vuy faintly. 
My con1panions, alarmed by the 

found of the piflols, now ran towards 

the place, and found me weltering 

in my blood. The Surgeon did his 
duty by me, and the ref\: of my 
companions carried me to the boar; 
and then to the iliip, which, on a 

frelli breeze arifing, foon fet fail." 
Mr. Henneth, who had been evi­
dently much agitated during the nar­

ration ; enquired of him the name 

of the place ? - Millfon informed 
him it was a place near to Fort St. 
George, called Tingar.-No foorer 
were the words uttered than Mr . 

Henneth flew to Millfon, and em­
braced him, exclaiming, '' .!YI y noble 

and brave preferver, 1 am the perfon 
you thus faved ! I ran to call for 

M ailifl-
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affift:ince, but on my rerurn found 
the tiger dead, but no traces ot you. 
I am thankful to HeaYen who has 
thlls thrown in my way my heroic 
p~eren·er; and ren1ember not only 
haft tho ·. fa,,ed mine, b l t the life 
alfo of LT'Y dear boy.''-l\tlrs. Hcnneth 
and G-::o, ge now flew to 1\1 r. Mill­
fon, and eagtrly mj,nifdled their 
gratitude to him, who had thus prej 
ferved the life both of the father 
and the fan. The whole of the party 
regarded l\1illfon with the highefl­
dtgrce of ref pec1, and even of venr _, 
ration, \\ hilft J oCeph cried like a 
child, declaring his greateft p1ea't1re 
wouh.l be to ft rve the re.ft or his 
days the n1an who faved the lifo of 
pis good and worthy mafter. 

, 

:o: 
h'.i 

1!, 

H 
fr. 
to 

t' 

it 
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l\1r. Benneth would have per­

fuaded Mr. Millfon to quit the 

rock, and f pend the remainder of 

his days at the Cafl]e; but Mr. 
lVlillfon could not agree to this. Mr. 

l-Jenneth, however, took care to make 

fuch arrangements as fhould fecure 

to Mr. Millfon all the comfort he 

cou1d poffibly render him, and en­

f ure to himfelf the opportunity of 

daily terl:ifying his gratitude. 

F I N I S. 

ERRATUM, 

P. 132, I. 13, dele what 

P,ir.ted by J. ·c. Barnard, George's C.ourt, Red Lim Strut, 
· Clerkerrwell. 
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