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BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS : 

OR, 

CHARACTERISTIC HISTORIES. 

CHARLES HENLEY. 

AT the. declivity of one of tbofe moun-­

tains which render the fcenes in Caernar­

voniliirc majcfric, bol<l, antl {hiking; 

:flood a folitary little cottage; the owner 

of which, difgufted with the ,vorld, and 

replete with melancholy and ill-humour~ 

had thither retired, to indulge in folitude 

the natural propcnfity of a gloomy fullen 

mind ;-and, in that humble cheerlcfs 

dwelling, the little hero of the following 

hifrory fi.rfr drew his infant breath. 

The me1anchol y event which attended 

the birth of Charles Henley ,might he con­

iidered as a prelu<le to the difueifes which 

attended his in font ilatc ; for, deprived by 
~ Jeath 



2, BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 

death of a mother's tendernefs, his for­

ro,vs ( it might be faid) began with his ex­

iftence ! The feelings of his father were 
fo ct>mpletel y under the dominion of dif-
1-onteut, that they refi.fted, in a great de­

gree, aU other impreilions; and neither 
the death of an amiable,.._ ife, or the birth 

of a lovely boy, were capable of counter-­
acling its baneful influence. Ilis family 

eftabliibment merely confi.fted of one fe­
male domeftic, under whofc protecl.ion 

the little Charles was placed, the day after 
the interment of his unfortunate mother,. 

though the nurfe who had been engaged 
to attend 1Irs. Henley, during her con­
finement, aifured his father fu e wa::, whol­

ly unfit to u~dertake the charge. 
As Dorcas (which ·was the name of 

Charles's nurfe,) bad fagacity enoug,h to 
perceive, that pajfi've obedience \\.!1t~ an 
abfolute requifite in thefituation iho f'll cd, 
her mafter might have been more properly 
called the moji than herfdf, as ilie merely 

ai:l ed 
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a~'led under his direction; and, from this 

circmnfrance, the infant was inured to a 

degree of hardfhip abfolutely unheard of 

at that period of life. Though the feafon 

was particularly cold, and the time of his 

birth within a few days of Chrifunas, yet, 

before the expiration of a week, he was 

expofed to the inclemency of the open air, 

and it was with the utmoft difficulty his 

neareft neighbour could even purfuade 

him it was neceifary to wrap the child up 

in flannel. 

This lady, who liveJ about a mile from 

1\Ir. Henley's cottage, was the. widow of 

a gentleman in the adjacent village, and 

ftruck with the fweetnefs of_ Irs. Henley's 

manners, had made many overtures for a 

greater int;macy, \, hich her huiband's na­

tural dii1ike to fociety compelled her to 

receive with coldncfs; bnt as )vfrs. Benfou 

knew from \Vhence it proceecteJ, {he rather 

admired than blamed her condnct; and, 

upon hearing the melancholy news of ber 

B 1 death, 

• 
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death,refolvcd to tr~msfer her affection ta 
lier helplefs offspring. 

As it was )Ir. Henley's determination to 
prepare the mind of his infant fon for en-­
countering the mofr fe,·ere attacks of ad­
verfity, he thought it neceffary to avoid 
C'very fpecies of indulgence that might 
either tend to foften or affect it; and from 
tl1e moment of his birth, the haplefs child 
·was a total {hanger to parental fondnef:::­
accufromed, from that period, to hardfhip 
and feverity, a difpofition natural1J:fic.vib/e 
ancl timid, gradua11_y_ became firm and re-

folute; )'et, anxious to obtain the affection 
of his father, he unrcpiningly fobmitted 
to his mofl: wanton caprices; and, when­
ever l\frs . Benfon (who really loved him 
,v ith maternal tcnd~rn(f.,) would, in ::\fr. 
Henley's aLfence, Yentnrc to blcune his 
rnetliod of etlucating his fon, Charles in­
,·ariably turned the converfatio;1, or elfe 
would, affectionately, take her hancl, and 
fay, " Confider, my clear nrndam, that I 

am 
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Ski s • f* ,t : I $ : ' •: t>~ y -
am his child! and that he has an abfolnte 

right over me, and h:id not fame fe,·ere 

misfortnne foured his temper, I am fure 

he never would have treated me with the 

leail: unkinc.lnefs: befides, I am fure, when­

ever he has correcled me withfa1·eri(-r, for 

a .flight fault, he is always forry for it, 
though it would not be proj,er for him to 

fay fo; and you know both the Romans 

and the Spartans treated their children 

much more rigidly than my father does 

me. 
,, 

4 

1Irs. Benfon, on thefe occafions, ,vould 

prefs the amiable boy to her bofom, and 

declare, th1t he reafoned more like a bijhop 
than a child, and add, that ihe firmly be­

lie,·ed ilie fuould live to fee him m:1de 

one, as fhe was cmn·inced Providence al­

ways rewarded (even in this life) fuch 

axalted virtue. 

As the morofenefa of:\1r.Henlev's tem-., 

per increafed with his years, his unfortu­

nate fGn's fituati,m daily became more un-

B 3 comfortable, 
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comfortable, and even the natural fenti .. 
rnents of filial duty and affection could 
fcarccl_y enable him to fopport it without 
repining. vVhiIH: he was permitted to en­
joy the focicty of the worthy l\Irs. Benfon, 
and that of her @nly fon, ( a b)y about his 
O\Vn age,) he coulcl not confider himfelf . 
completely unhappy; but when his unfeel­
ing fatlier, in rnf!re wanton cruelty, for­
bade him the continuance of this gratifi­
cation, his fpirits funk under the fe-verity 
of t11e command, and a ihower of tears 
proved how much it grieved him. 

Twelve tedious months dragged ilowly 
on, and Charles had never ventured to vifit 
thofe dear connections on whom he had 
placed his tendcrefl regard, when a cir­
cumftance occurred that impelled him to 
break through the reftriction he had re­
ceived, and fly for council to his much 
loved friend. It had long been a practice 
with l\Ir. Henley, to abfent himfelf from 
liis family for hours together, and ramble, 

unattended_. 

' ! 
la 
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unattended, over thofe immenfe cliffs and 
mountains with which that country fo pe ... 

culiarly abounds, 1.vhilft Charles, who was 

never permitted to attend him, always re ... 

ceived a double tajk, to prevent the poffi.,. 
bility of his being idle, during his father's 

abfence. 

At an ec:i.rl y hour, on a very fevere morn ... 
ing, in the month of January., Mr. Henley 
fet out upon one of thefe pedeftrial excur­
fions, and as Charles's ta{k was of an ex­
traordinary length, his mind was fo o_ccu­
pied in the wi{h of completing it, that 

evening began to approach before he even 
thought of the length of time his father 

had been abfent. The natural tendernefs 
of his heart, which feyerity had:1 in fome 

degree,lain dormapt, was inftantl y aroufed 

by this circumfi:ance, and the very idea of 

any accident having happened, filled his 
bofom with a thoufand fears. Knowing 
the rout his father generally took, and to­

tally regardlef~ of his own fafety, he in-

ihmtl . .1 
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. -
ftantly fet off in purfuit of him, though 
the rapid approach of nig11t rendered the 
undertaking extremely dangerous, for the 
Ieaft falfe ftep over thefe amazing preci­
pices, might have proved fatal to his own 
exiftence. 

The anxious boy continued his refrarch 
until the darknefa with which he was en­
Yeloped, prevented the poili.bihty of his 
perfevering in it, and he returned dcjecled­
Jyto the cottage, faiut, exhaufted, and d.if .. 
pirited ! Infi:ead of Dorcas attempt ng to 
leffen his apprehenfions, her obfervat ons 
greatly tended to increafe them; and, upon 
her expre:ffing a belief that her ma!'ter had 
thrown himfelf from the top of one of the 
mountain-;, he could no longer fupport 
the excefs of his apprehenfions, and again 
fnatching up his hat, he left the cottage, and 
ran with h afty fi:eps tmrards J\Irs. Benfon 's. 

The joy of EdwarJ, at again beholding 
his former companion, prevented him 
from obferving the dejeetion that was de• 

piclured 

r. ... 
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pictured on his countenance; but as J\,frs. 
Benfon's penetration was more lively than 
her fan's, ihe was perfuaded ilie was in .. 
debted to fome misfortune for the vifit ; 
and taking her favourite tenderly by the 
hand, anxioufiy enquired into the caufe 
of his folicitude? 

The unfortunate Charles had long been 
a {hanger to the voice of tendernefs and the 
tones of pity, and the_v made fo forcible an 
impreffion on his heart, that infread of 
replying to the interrogation, he burft ioto 
a flood of tears, and remained for fome 
moments abforbcd in forrow. 

An elderly gentleman was fitting on one 
fide i\lrs. Benfon's fire, reading the news-. 
paper wi th much attent ion, Lut roufed 
from his employment by the appearance of 
a {hanger, he fixed his eyes upon him with. 
a mixture of curiofity and comrniferation, 
and dr:nving l\lr c; . Benfon gently towards 
him, demanded, in a \\·hif per, the name of 
}:er little guefr, declaring, at the fame mo-.. 

1ncnt, 



10 13 IO GR.A.PHY FOR DOYS. 

ment, be had the mofi: expreffive counte­
nance he had ever fcen, and fi:rongly re-
1ninded him of a dear loft child. 

The amiable Charles foon recovered a 
fuffi.cient degree of compofure to make his 
.friend acquainted with the occafion of his 
vifit; and after intreating to be indulged 
,vithher advice, paid his compliments to the 
venerable £hanger, 1.vho, whilft he gazed 
upon him with pleafure and delight, ihook 
him by the hand with the moft cordial 
,velcome. 

The night vvas dark, dreary, and tern• 
peftuous, and as :\irs. Bcnfon kept but one 
man fervant, ihe perfuaded Charles to re­
main at her houfe during the remainder of 
it, promifing him that Thomas fhould fet 
out the moment it was light, and ende:n-our 
to obtain the information he was fo anxious 
to receive; at the ft1.me time adv,fed him 
to compofc his f pirits, and !hare the bed of 
his friend Edward-Every thing that was 
kind,tcnder,and affeccionate, that ;1miable 
boy faid, to foothe the agitation of poor 

Charles's 

h 
fo 
t 
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Charles's miq_d; but the idea that his father 
had either loft himfelf amongft the cliffs, 
or was dafh~d to pieces from fome of the 
precipices, fo completely tortured it, that 
he could neither obtain compofureorrepofe. 

After feveral days, fpent in a fruitlefa 
refe.irch for this extraordinary man, it was 
univerfally believed he had either put a 
period to his exifrence, or that he had for 
ever quitted that part of the world, with 
the view of efcaping the expence of pro­
viding for his child; and it might naturally 
ha\·e been fuppofed that the lofs of a father 
fo rigidly fevere as l\Ir. Henley had ever 
been, would neither have impreifed his 
fan with melancholy or dejection, but fo 
completely amiable was Charles's difpofi .. 
tion, that he lamented the circumftance 
with as much rea1 farrow, as if he had loft 
a moil: affecl:ion.1te parent. 

:\.fr. Hemmington (which was the name 
of nfr:;. Benfon's venerable guefi:) found 
himfelf fo peculiarly interefted in the wel­

fare 
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fare of the unfortunate boy, that he re• 
folvcd in future to confider him as a fan, 
and fupply the want both of parents and 
fortune, by uniform tendernefs and un-­
bounded liberality. 

Charles heard of this benevolent .refolu .. 
tion with a mixture of gratitude, plea.fore, 
and apprehenfion, for.; as he had no certain 
confirmation of his father's death, he did 
not th]nk himfelf authorifed to accept the 
propofal; yet, the fear of offending his 
generous patron, made him totally unde­
termined how to a{!; and his cou n tcnance 
expreifed the embarraffment of his feelings. 

Though Mr. Hemmington was anx­
ious to promote the interefl of his new fa­
vourite, yet he did not wi!h to do it at the 
expencc of his happi11efi, and without being 
a convert to the opinions of Lavater, he 
could eafily perceive that Charles did not 
receive the propofal with all the warmth 
he had expected; refolving, therefore, to 
know the rcafon of it, Le frnt for him 

into 
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into his own ap:utment, ~wd addreifed him 

in the following friend! y words : 

" I have rcquefted your company, my 
dear fellow ,,~th the hope of obtaining your 

confidence, and for the purpofe of telling 

you, that though I know I have the power 

of becoming your benfjacf.or, 1 am only 

anxious yon ihould confider me as your 

friend: but, in return, I expect to be 

treated with that candour and fincerity 

which is fo eifentially neceifaryto the con­

tinuance of fricndiliip.-From the fir11 

moment I beheld you, I felt my afteltion 
involuntarily attracled, and w hilft I traced 

aftriking refemblance between you and the 

dear loft offspring of my tcndernefs, the 

foft fenfation naturally increafed, and I 

refol ved to cherifh the im preilion. 11 y 

fortune is affiuent, my interd l: great, and. 

if youconfentto accompany me to London, 

you'll find them both deYoted to yo ur fer• 

vice; but if you rather wifu to ftay behind , 
fe ar not to o,, n the caufe that l,incls y ou 
here.'' 

C 'Oh ) 
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"Oh ,Sir," repl!ed the agitated boy," what 
fhall I do to merit fnch kind friendihip, aml 
prove how gratefully I feel your kindnef:..?" 

"But fpeak, my dear Charles," faiciAfr. 
Hemmington, perceiving his embarmiT• 
ment, "and fear not to offend me, by your 
candour-I admire ani7lgenuoi1s character. 
and fhould def pife the hoy who could coa­
ceal his real fentiments.'' 

"Then, sir," continued Charles," I'll 
openly avow my own, a 11d tell you, '.:hough 
I'm <Yrateful for your o r·cr, I cannot bear b -

to quit my father's dv.:ellirg, ~ntil I learn 
fome tidings of his fate-if he.ftiH lives 
{ which heaven yet grant he 'may) I have 
no right to form a new engagem~nt, ·with­
out receiving his permiffion-hut, if he 
fhould be dead, then, fir,' your wi1l !hall 
be my future guide, and I will h:n-e no 

,thought, no wiih but yoi;.r':;." 
" ~ oble boy!" exclaimed l\f r. Hem­

rnington, "your filial duty ch·ums me, 
your conduet is foperior to all praife ! Had 

you 
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you been bleffed with an illdulgentfatlur, 
fuch fentiment:; as thofe had been his due ; 
but when I know he was a perfect tyrant, 
opprejfing where he ought to have relieved, 
my love and admiration are increafed, and 
v"On fuail be rewarded for vour conduct. ~ J 

Go in purfuit of this mifguided parent, and 
tar.e tbis purfe, in token of my friendfhip." 

!\fr. Hemmington quitted "\Vales in the 
courfe of afe,v days after the preceding-con• 
verfotion, and Charles refol ved to extend 
l,is rcfearches after his father, entirely 
through theunfrcqneuted paths ofCaernar­
voniliire. ~Irs. Benfon would fain have 
<liffuaded him from this Quixote-like un­
dertaking, conceiving that a boy of four­
teen, ,vho had never travelled beyond the 
· icinity of a cottage, was liaUe to a thou-
fand dangers by foch an expedition: but 
though he liitened to their remonftrances, 
he refufed being direcled by them ; and, 
much againft her inclination, q11itted the 
cottage a few hours after his venerable 

. - . 

bencfaci:or. the 

CZ 
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As Ch.:arles, from his infanc_v, had been. 

accuitomed to very long walks, he could 

travel tive and twenty mile5 a day, with­

ont finding hi mfelf the leait fatigued­

every peafant he met, and every cottage 
he came to, alternately till cd his bofom 
with hope and expetl:ation, but, as con­

ftantly as he enquired after his unfortu• 

nate father, fo confrantly the fenfations 

vaniiliecl, and gave place to fear and dif .. 

appointment. At length he arrived at the 
foot of that ftupendous mountain, which, 

from its height, has acquired the name 

of the Britiih Alps, ancl oppreffed by me­

lancholy, and exhaufted by fatigue, he 

feated hirnfelf on the banl-. s cf the lake 

that waters its bafe, undetermined whether 
he fhould proceed or return. In this me­
lancholy {bte of min<l he was unexpected­

ly accoited bs an old Goatherd, who m 

the unintelligent jargon of lhc country, 
demanded ,vhat could make foch a pretty 
face look fo forrowful? and vvhat could 

have 
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nave brought him into that unfrequented 

part of the world, at fuch a dreary feafon 

of the year? 

Charles had no fooner f atisfied the 

ftranger's curiofitJ, both as to the caufe of 

his d~jecbon, and his journey, than he ex­

claimed '' Cot plefs my ihoul ! as I am a 

chriftain man, my pretty teer, the poor 

teer fhentleman you pe c.:>me f uch away 

to look for, is now tying in my own little 

cottage-that is, if he pe not tead already 

-for his poor pones are all p::1ttered to 

pieces de ye fee, and he's juft for all the 

,;r;orld as though he had peen peaten in a 

mortar-put Cot Almighty is very cood, 

and has fent his child to hear his tying 

preath, fo come along, my teer, come 

afong.~' 

Charles had no fooner beard the melan­

choly account of his father's fituation, 

than he urged the peafant to purfue his 

way, with the utmofi: expedition, thin king 

e--:ery minute an hour, until he arrived at 

3 c the 
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the humble dwelling, and tremblingwith 
apprehenfi.on left he fuould be too late. 

Though Ch2.rles was a ftran~er both to 
lux.ury andaffiuence, yet he bad been ac­
cuftomed to enjoy the comforts of life, and 
the ,·cry appearance of .11organ' s cottage 
was enough to excite the mo CT: chilling fen• 
fations , for poverty herfelffeemed to haYf... 
been the architec't . If the oucfidc of t h e 
.ch·elling had the power of creating fu ch 
unpleafing emotions, how muil: they have 
been increafed upon his entrance, when he 
beheld the author of his being ilretched _ 
upon a low humble pallet, and deeply 
groaning with excef:; of tQrture ! 

" l\,Iy fatber ! my beloved father!" ex­
claimed the duteous boy, thro\Ving him◄ 
felf on his knees by the hcd fi<le, and ten­
derly grafping the emaciated hand, "\Vhy 
did you leave-why did yon e'er forfake 
your fon ?" -

"Son!" replied the unhapp)' man, gaz­
ing at him with a vaca11t ftJre-'' "'\Vhere 

IS 
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is my son? His mother's father mufl: be 
f.is-but I will not fee him-I will not be 
:reproached by 1\Ir. Hemmington ~-Did I 
not burn Eliza's letters to him? and does 
he not belieYe us now in India?" 

Charles foon perceived his father•s 
fenfcs were affecl:ed by the fever, yet the 
name of Hcmrnington ftruck him with a­
ftonifhment, and the idea of being related 
to him inftantly occurred; but the dread­
ful fiate to which he faw his father now 
redm:et1, bani{hed :ill other confiderations 
from his mind, and he auxioufiy demand­
ed of his hoft \V hether no furgeon had been 
font for to him? 

" Cot plefs your fuou1, my teer," re­
plied the man, " why what was the ufe 
of having toclors to him, when every 
pone in his poor poddy was all pattered 
like a mummy, and, pefides, the toclor 
lives a cood long ten miles off, and Cod 
knows I could not f pare the time to fetch 
him.'' 

H Oh! 
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" Oh! do not mention di/lance," faid 

the unhappy Charles, " only direa me in 

the nearefr road, and I will .fly to purcbafe 

his affifi.ance." ]\Jorgan not only readily 

confcnted to this, but oftered to walk to the 

next village with him, for the fake of pur­

chafing a few neceifaries for the apparent­

ly dying man, ,Yith the money Charles had 

giyen him for that purpofe. They had not 

proceeded more than half a mile, when 

11organ clapped his hands, and fuddenly 

exclaimed, "Cot Almighty plefs myilioul 

this is the 1 uckieft thing that e,·er happened, 

for there is toctor Jones his very felf, and 

as cood a fuentleman he is as ever trew a 

Chrifrian preath !'' Charles did not wait 

for Morgan to finiili his eulogium upon 

the doclor' s fkil l, but f pringing fonvard 
1 with redoubled aclivity, briefly made 

him acquainted with his father's fituation, 

and conjured him to accompany him to the 

cottage, holding, at the fame time, the 

purfe which Mr. Hemmington had given 
hirnj 

r 
h 

'· 
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him, in his hand, anc.l declaring he ihould 

baYe that, and more if he could fave the 

[fc of his loved parent. 

]\fr. Jones, whofe humanity was equal 

to his {kill, took him affectionate! y by the 

hand, defirecl him to replace his purfe, and 

endeavoured to inf pire him with hopes of 
his father's recovery; but no fooner did he 

behc,id the dreadful ftate to which his pa­

tient was rc<luced, than be was convinced 

of thP:r fallacy, ancl infteacl of attempting 

to fvppcrt t~1e hope he had raifed, be rather 
tried to arm his mind with fortitude. 

l\Ir . .Tones had formerly been furgeon to 

an EafL-Indiaman ; and in that :!ituatiot1 

wac_; pcrfonally known to 11r. Henley, 

though tbe latter gentleman, at that period 

of time, bore the name of Stanle_J•, wl1ich 

he foon- after changed, i11 confeqnence of 

a fortune left him by an uncle; but which, 
through the artifice of a pretended friend, 

and his own fondnefa for gambling, hatl 

been nearly all expended, and he had re-
tired 
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tired from the world to indulge the mi­
fanthropy of his natural difpofition, and 
to avoid the cenfure of his wife's father, 
who was highly incenfed againft him. 

N otwithftanding the num bcr of years 
which had elapfed, and tbe tutal alteration 
in Mr. Henley's appearance, yet i\1r. Jones 
immediately recognized him, and {hoc1·ed 
at the viciilitudes of fortune, demanded of 
his fon from \vhence they had been occa­
fioned? Charles, who was totally ignorant 
of his father's affairs, heard the furgeon's 
account of them with the utmoft aih:miili­
ment, but ·was incapable of affording hrn1 
the ilighteft information; and fome days 
clapfecl before the unfortunate man's fenfes 
were fufficiently rcfrorcd to enable him to 
account for his dreadful fituatir:m. During 
that period, his amiable fon never, for one 
moment, quilled the bedG<le, adminitlered 
all the medicines, attended to all his wants, 
and foothed his anguiih, \1,.ith that fympa-
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thetic tendernefs which at once evinced 

his duty and affeclion. 
As 11r. Henley's danger daily increafed, 

the fever which had occafioned hls deli­

rium gradually declined, and he not only 

became fenfible of his approaching diifo­

lution I but felt the force of a reproaching 

confcience, which, though it did not ac­

cufe him of enormous 'Vices, yet feverely 

condemned him for being deficient in the 

ptaetice of thofe amiable virtues which at 

once ornament and dignify humanity. As 

a fon, be had been heacHhong, prcfump-

1:uous, and undutiful; a5 a hufban:l, pofi-

1ive, unaffectionate, and overbearing ; as 

a father, cruel, tyrannical, and capricious; 

-and as a man, at one period of his life, 

profufe, prodigal, and oftentatious; and, 
at another, fordid, , fullen, and mi fan .. 

-thropic !-With propenfities fo unamiable, 

and paffions fo completely htrrJulent, how 

truly deplorable rnnft have been that un­

fortunate man's fituation through life!-
but 
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but how much dicl he become an ohjP,.:i; 0 ? 

commiferntion at that awef d momeat or­
it, when it drew near its c.ofe ! 

n-fr. Jones not only ac1ed the part of 
phyfician to the fick man's body, bat to 
bis mind, and cndeavot.:r-;d to · nfpire hi,n 
with hopes both of mercy and for?;ive.1e!~. 
The acciclent which brou011t on tue prema­
ture death of this unhappy man, had beea 
occafioned by a falfe ftep over one of thofe 
dangerous precipices with whid1 that part 
of the country abound;;; and the unex­
pected appearance of his father in law Lad 
been the means of his extending his 1am­
bles beyond the precincts of his abode, to 
avoid encountering a man wLofe ccnfure 
he kne\V he deferTed, and whofe difplea­
f u ·e he had intentional! y incurred. 

As Charles had promifed to fend £,Irs. 
Benfon an account eitncr of the good or ill 
f uccefs of his undertaking-, a meffenger 
was dif patched for that purp0fe, and the 
day preceding l\1r, Henley's di!fo!utior, 

that 
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that amiable woman arrived at 1.f organ's 

folitary cottage. I fhall dra\v a veil over 

the ·nelancholy fcene that followed, and 

rn~rPly fay, that the natural fenfibility of 

Charles's difpofition wasftrongly dif played 

upon the occauon, an<l that he feemed ra .. 

ther to feel as if he had loft a father whofe 

greateft gratification had confifted in pro­

moting his hnppinefs, than one who had 

conftantly teftified a total indifference to it. 
Mr. Hemmington was immediately made 

acquainted with the near relationfhip that 

fubfifted between him and his young fa .. 

vorite; and, eager to enfold the child of 
his beloved Eliza to his bofom, intreated 

he might be fent immediately up to Lon­

don; but, as the extreme fatigue he had 

undergone had brought on a flow nervous 

fever, 11r. Jones thought a journey of that 

length might be attended with the moft 

dangerous confequences; and it was deter-
1nincd that, initead of going, Charles 

ihould write to his grandfather, a1 id ac--

n cordingly 
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cordingly the following letter was 1111-
mediately fent to the poft-oflicc :-

" MY DEAR SIR, 

"AS it is the opinion ofthofefriends, to 
whom I am under the higheft obligations, 
that my health is not in a ftate to under­
take a journey, I know you would wifh 
me to fubmit to their decifion, though c0n­
trary to my inclination, and my willies.­
Oh, my dear fir! how little did I imagine 
\vhen your benevolence firft: offered me 
protection, I had a greater claim upon your 
affeetion than that of common humanity 
-yet, even then, I refolved (if my father 
confented) my life ihould be fpent in 
proving my gratitude. But 110w, dear fir, 
now that I find I may look upon you both 
as afatlzer and a friend, how much more 
is that fentiment increafed; and I now af­
f ure you, that if affeclion, duty, and gra­
titude, can infure me the continuance of 

the 

• ,_ 

f 
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the regard I hope to merit, I never {hall 

have the misfortune of lamenting.its lofa. 

" l\,ly dear unhappy father too late felt 

the impropriety of his conduct ; and on 

his death-bed defi.red me to aifure you of 

his contrition, and I am fore you have too 

much humanity to extend your anger to 

the grave.-The tears which involuni.arily 

fall to the memory of my lamented pa­

rent, I fear will render 111y writing ille­

gible; but yon will pardon tliis proof of 

tcndernef.:; an<l duty. 

"As foon as 1lr. Jone.; and ?\!rs. Benfon 

approre of my quittincr \\~ ale:::., I {hall fl v 
..:, 

,# 

to the emur .. ccs 0f r::Jy bcnefaclor, and en-

deavour lo proye how much I am, 

" Dear fir, 

" Your grateful and dutiful grandfon, 

., CHARLE.S HENLEY.,, 

In about a fortni crht after this letter had 
• I:"> 

been written, Charie.:;'s health was fo per-

fectly re-eH:abliihed, that he receivc<l ~ Ir. 
D ~ J unes's 
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Jones's permiflion to undertake the jour­
ney, and lvas received Ly his grandfather 
lvith a mixture of joy, lo\'e, ancl tender-­
nefs, that at once foftened and elated his 
youthful heart. 

Though n1r. Hemmington had deter-­
mined to leave the bulk of his large for .. 
tune to Charles Henley, yet he was re­
folved to educate him for fome profe:Hion; 
convinced that the mind which is not oc­
cupied in fame ardent or interefting pur• 
fuits either become liftlefs from inactivity, 
or depraved from vice; and as Charles had 
a decided preference for the church, he 
,,·as fent to Eton, preparatory to his being 
entered at Cambridge. 

That docility of manners which had 
mar1'.ed his conclucl as a fon, was firicl:Jy 
obfcrved when he became a pupil ; and 
thongb he was a lad both of high fpirit 
and temper, yet he never was guilty of dif­
refpect to his fopcriors, and was equally 
beloved bo!h by mafters and fcholars. 

About 

on 
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grandfather had purcbafed a very fine 

eftate-with the following lines engraven 

on hi~ monument .. 

Struck by flern death's unerring dart, 

,vhen every ,·irlue bloomed; 

\Vhen ric.h perfection grac'd hi:; breafi, 

Then was that he:ut---entombcd. 

The Power Supn•me, who faw his worth, 

Refolved that worth !hould rife, 

lly a removal from the earth, 

To that bright rpot---thc 1kie:;. 

HERBERT 
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HERBERT 1-IUMPI-lREY. 

HERBERT HU1IPHREY, the only 
fon of nn eminent planter in the "\V eft◄ 

Indies, ,vas born on one of the mofi: 

beautiful efiates in that country, ·where 

he remained under the infl:ruction of a 
p1i,·ate tutor, until he had attained his 
tenth year, when it \V<iS found the climate 
had injured his health, an<l he ,,,as placed 
under the guardianihip of his father's 

brother, a clergyuJan of refpectabilit_y in 

the \.\"Cit of England. 

I\lr. Ecl'ivard Herbert,, as a gentlenrnn 

of the higheft erndition ~ and as his church 
preferment lvas rather fmall, augmented 
his income by a fev;r private pupils, who, 

by paying Ii be rally for the infirnction they 
received, enabled their tutor to live in a 

:{]:.yl~ 

... 
" 
'' Olt 



BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 35 

ftyle of elegance. Though thefe boys 

were not in the poffeffion, they were moft 

of them born to the inheritance of a title; 

and, with all the little pride which is too 

often attached to it, fancied themfolves 

people of infinite importance, and that 

thofe who could not boafl of being de­

fcended from nobility, were formed of ma­

terials quite different to themfelves. 

Poor Herbert, in addition to the morti­

ficatiou he was defrined to endure, from. 

beinbcr unable to claim kindred,vith a fino-le n 

title, had the peculiar misfortune of beino-
b 

doubly infignificant, from the {hade which 

nature had given to his complexion ; for 

his father, forgetful of thofe diilinB:ions, 

had married a very beautiful : oung wo­

man,the<laughterof an Indian chief, w horn 

he had fortunatelyrefcuedfrom thchandsof 

her enemies ;-and Herhert's introduction 

into this dignified fociety was attended with 

the mofl pointed and illiberal inciYility. 

One boy enqt1ii:ed whether he had flept 

upor 
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upon the deck during his paffage? another 
whether the fun in that part of the world 
always changed the complexion? and a 
third, whether his mother was a jNe wo-
17lan or a.fla·ve .~ 

To thcfe interrogations, which proved 
at once the weaknefs and infolence of the 
enquires' min<l,Herbert did not condefccnd 
to !nake any reply; but, turning to a boy, 
whofe countenance had pleafed him, began 
afking fome fimple quefrion refpecling thli! 
cufroms and manners of England. This 
lad, \vho appeared about a year holder than 
Herbert, was the only fon of Sir Charles 
Effingham, a gentleman who had fo com­
pletely inju~ed his fortune on the turf, that 
he had been obliged to let his patrimonial 
eltate, and to quit the country, for the 
fake of. avoiding the perfecution of his 
numerous creditors, leaving his fon under 
the protection of his lady's father, from . 
whon he ftill had great expeetations. 

I 
J 

•" 111 
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l\1r. Lefter, though naturally foncl of 
his grandfon, was of a difpofition remark­
ably fevere, and Ofmund Effingham was 
fo fearful of difpleafing him, that l~e 
dreaded the return of e,·ery vacatirm, and 
was delighted at receiving a letter, on the 
day of Herbert's arrival, to fay he was to 
fpend the following one at the rectory. 
The intcrcourfe that took place in confe­
qnence of this circumftance, laid the 
foundation of their future frien<l(hip, aud 
though their tempers were, in many points, 
diffimilar, yet in generofi.ty of fentiment 
they perfectly agreed. 

Ofmund was endowed rather with a 
quick than ::i falid unde1jlandi11g; and, at 
the fame time, had fo great a diilile to 
ftndy, that he was eternally in clifgrnce 
from the incorrcctnefs of his ta-fks. Her­
bert, on the contrary, wa-; both fedate and 
manly, and fo extremdy fond of reading 
an<l application, that be could ic.1rcely be 
perfuaded to devote any time to play. 

1~ 'l he 
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The partiality which Ofmund teftified 

for the young \Veft Indian, was the means 

of fecuring him from the infolence of the 

other boys; for though they frill thought 

themfel ves degraded by his fociety, they 

did not open?J treat him with contempt, 
and would fomet~mes condcfcen<l to fo. 
licit him to do their taiks. 

About three years after Herbert had been 

in England, l\Ir. Lefler invited him 1.o 
fpend the vacation with his grandfon, ,vho, 

c1elighted at the prof peel of having his 
friend for a companion, quitted the reetory 

in nnufual f pirits. A s Lefter Hall was only 

about twelve miles from ~Ir. Herbert's, a 
little poney was ahvays fent for Ofmnnd; 

but as }\fr. Lefter had a high opinion of 

Herbert's prudence, he indulged him with 
the ufe of his own horfe, charging the 

groom, with the frrietefr caution, not to 

permit his grandfon to mount it. 
Ofmund, who had often longed to ride 

this favourite animal, laughed at the in• 
junetioa 

, , .. 

tr. 

l 
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junction of the ferv1nt, and, clapping h1s 

friend affectionately on his iboulder, foid, 

" Come, Herbert y9u ,vill not be fo crab­

bed as my grandfather, I kno,\r, and we 

can change horfes before ,•,;e get near the 

hall." It was in vain that the groom re­

monftrated, or that Herbert pointed out the 

poffibility of his grandfather's difcovering 

the impofition, he ·was rcfolved to follow 

the bent of his own inc\inc1tion, and vault- \ 

ing upon the faddle, was out of fight ia 

a few moments ; and, h:id he not frapped 

at the turnpike, neither of them could 

have overtaken him. 

As he was exulting in the idea of this 

piece of horfemanihip, the <liftant cries of 

a pack of fox-hounds, at once ftrur,k c1nd 

charmed his car; and be conjured Hcrl~rt, 

if he had the iligbtcH: afFec1ion for him, 

only to ride after them, for twa or three 

rni li:s . To thi~ the fcrvant J)ojit:•rely ub­

Jetled, dLchring he ibo ,11,l lofe bi s pb ce, 

if he confcntcd to fuch a thing; and H er­
t;ert 
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hcrt proteited if he attempted purfnin rr them, lie wonld directly ride on to 1he 11;:ilJ. This threat he was certain would l)Ot be executed, anJ not doubting but they both would follo\\·, he kiife<l his hand, anct rode off full fpeed. 
The poor man was fo terrified by tl1is manceuvr;::!, that he was abfolutely- unable 

to attempt flopping him, and Herbe:rt was fo provoked at his folly and imprndence, tl1 at he could fcarcely refrain from !hed­
cling tears. After debating how they were to act, they thonght they bad better re­m·1in near theprcfent fpot, for, asno other road led to the hut, they \\·ere certain he mu.ft rctnrn to it. After walking their horfes near three hour · , and fuffering tor­

ment, from fear and apprehenfion, they beheld Ofmund at a little diilance, flowly approaching, with the bridle in his Land, and the poor animal be lJad been fo an . -ious to rideJ hubbli1.1g aft r him, upon tllfee legs. 

" Are 

y 

y 
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" Are you hurt?" exclaimed Herbert, 

in a voice abfolutely faulteringwith fear.­

" I {hall loofe my place, as fure as I'm a 

finner t" faid the man, '' and all through. 

your headftrong doings mafter Effinghaml 

I'll be hanged if the mare is worth five 

pouuds, and my mafier might h:.we had 

fifty for her this morning; Oh, Lord! Oh, 

lord t I'd fooner have given twenty fuil­

lings out of my pocket, than have had 

the job of fetching ye, mafter t" 

" I dare not fee my grandfather," faicl 

Osmund, burfting into t~ars," pofitively 

Herbert, I will not go home-and as to 

you, l)eter ," continued he, looking at the 

man, " I cJ.n never make you amends, for 

I kno\V your mafrcr will turn you away, 

and pe-rhaps you may ftarve, through my 

folly 1'' 
The fympathizing tendernefs of Her-

bert's clifpoiition, induced him not only to 

participate in his friend's difhefs, but to try 

all in his power to mitigate it, and, aftet 

E 3 {pending 
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-fpending fome time in confultation and 
entreats, he perfoadcd him to let the hlame 
devolve on himfelf, and it was agreed be­
tween tliem, that the groom ihould fay 
the horfe had fallen in confequence of 
Herbert not having held the reins fuffi.­ciently tigl1t. 

Herbert's affection for his thonghtlefs 
friend, had frequently impelled him to re­
ceive correction for failings which he alone 
l1ad com mitte<l; but voluntarily to incur 
the clifpleafure of a man like ~1r. Lefter, 
was certainly a proof of the moft dift:in­
tere.fr.ed regard, and ·was much more pain­
ful in its confequences, than the fevereft ffo,,ffin er could have been. t--n .!:) 

Tbe old gentleman, impatient for his 
<linner, and alarmed for his horfe, was 
fretfully ivalking about his park, when he 
difoovered Herbert and Ofmund riding 
on one ho-:-fe, ancl the terrified groom 
leading tlic other, which appeared fcarcely able to craw lo 

" IIcre ! 
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" Here! you young jackanips, Of­

rnund !" exclaimed he, " what have you 

been riding my Juno.~ If you have you 

undutiful rogue, po!itively I'll break every 

bone in yonr fk.in !" Tremuling with fear, 

the alarmed Herbert difmounted from the 

poney, and, in the moft aifuafive terms, 

difclofed the fatal cata(lrophe that had hap­

pened, apologizing for his inexperience in 

ricling, and wholly exculpating his friend 

from blame. 

" I wifu you had been in her fituation," 

replied the Churliih being, " or if you had 

broke your nee~, it \vould have been no 

rnai.tt>r,-however, I'll take c3re how I 

a{k chaps like yazt again. "\Vhy I fuppofe 

y1.)u thought you was riding an eleplza1lt 

o:: a camel, or fome of them outlan<li!h 

things you meet with in your country ? , 

well, well, for· my part, I wifh you had 

never come out of it, or that I had never 

let you cro[s the ba~k of my poor Juno~,, 

fo faying, he walked aw·ay to the ftable, 

and 
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and venting the remaining part of his ill 
humour on the unoffcndi ng groom. 

It was fome days before the unforlunate 
animal was able to move her legs, but, at 
the expiration of that time, the farrier pro• 
nounceJ her in a fair ,vay of recovery, and 
declared that fhe would be only injured in ~ 
appearance by the fall. This intelligence 
foftened the af perity of the old gentle,. 
m:m.'s temper, and taking Herbert affecti­
onately b_r the hand, he told him he believ-
ed he had treated him rather rudely; but 
the rougher now, the.f,n'Jother another time; 
"Ile)', my boy!" then ilipping a guinea 
into his hand, defired him to lay it out at 
the neicrhbonring fair; inftcad of which, n 

Herbert prcfcntcd it to the groom, as a 
com renLt;on for all the agitation he had 
fo:ffcred throngh the folly of his friend. 

Though both the boys were extremely 
happy in the fociety of each other, yet 
neither of them were forry when the ex ... 
pi.ration of the Lolrd, ys arr:veJ, and were 

extremely 



l3TOGRAPHY Fon BOYS. 4.5 

extremely concerned at hearing tbe old 

gentleman declare he iliould keep them a 

fe ,v days beyond the time, as he i'ntendcd 

conYeying them back to the reetory, hav­

in~ fame particular bufi nefs to tranfact 

with a lady, in the neighbourhood. This 

lacly, whofe name was lvlcrcer, had long 

been an ohject of the boys' ayerfion, for, 

as ilie lived within a few doors of Mr. 

Humphrey, {he was continually maki11g 

complaints againft them, and they had fo 

often been punifued through her ill nature, 

that at length theyrefolved npon retaliation. 

\Vhen ~fr. Lefter propofed paying her a 

vifit, Ofmund and IJ erbert reqnefl:ed leave 

to accompany him; for, knot, ing that 

her garden abounded in fruit,thcy thought 

themfeh es fecure of a tolerab1c portion, 

and were not a little mortitie<l at feeing 

h"'r meanly divide an apricot beh\reen 

them. This circumftance they related to 

their frhool-fell irn-s, who, prcvioufly ex­

afperateJ agaiuft her conduct, ,,·ere refolv-
ed 
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eel no longer to defer their vengeance, and 
the next evening excccuted the following 
plan:-

Having accidentally difcovere:I that fhe 
had an averfion to cats, they collecleci'~ll 
that the neighbourhood produced, and 
fafi:ening a bell round their necks, con• 
fined them together in a general bag. 
Bribery fecured the affistancc of the gar• 
dener, who fupplied them with a ladder, 
to ascend the wall, and, as 1'1rs . .i\lercer 
was fitting reading in her drawing room, 
the window was thrown open, and the 
bag emptied. 

Fits and faintings were the efr'eet of this 
alarm, for the anim.als, terrified at their 
own noife, flew round the apartment, with 
an appearance of phrenzy, breaking and 
<leftroyingwhatever oppofed their progrers • 
.Tufi:ly cxafperated at fuch an outrage, the 
offonded lady refolvccl to <lifcm·cr the per­
petrators of an acl, at once infu1ting aml 
iuhumall ; and kuo,\·ing that bribery is 

more 
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more forcible than perfuafiori, {he offered 

a twenty pound reward to the dif clofer of 

the plot. 
Twenty pounds in the pocket of a gar-

dener, would at any time enable him to 

become a mafler man, and as to the bond 

of fidelity between him and fchool ba_}'5, 

that w;-ls too fr,1gile to refii1: the power of 

interfjl, and the man who had afii(led the 

perpetration of the deed, "·as the unprinci­

pled creature \vho difclofoJ it. 

Though all the boys were acceifary to 

the plan, theex:ccutionofit ,,·as commit­

ted to thedaringOfmund, \\ho, always 

e::iger to be foremoll in mifchief, ne,·er 

forefaw the confequence~ that attended it, 

and, from l1is careleffnef~ and temerity of 

clif pofition, \,;·ati eternally fu\J_;clt to fome 

difgracc. 
T'hough nothing could be fai<l in vindi­

cation of the conduct, ~Irs. :I\lercer cer­

tainly acted \Yith nnjuilifiaule feverity; 

for, inftead of acquainting 1Ir, Herbert 
,, ith 
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w+- -with the circurnH:ance, fhe immediately 

font to an officer of juftice, who appre­
hc11deJ Ofmund in the public fchool. 

Herbert, who knew his friends depen­
dence on his grandfather, entirely reH:ed 
on his good opi.-,ion, wa~ pcrfoaded that a 
circumilancc fo compleatly difgracefnl, 
would totally de.fhoy his future profpects; 
and, before Ofmnnd c0nld attempt a jufti­
fic ·1tion of his conduf,t, he told his uncle 
there muft have been fome miftake in the 
affair, as lze \'?as the pnfan that had fcalcd 
~lrs . .i\1ercer's wall. 

:rvir. Humphrey was !hocked at this de­
claration, for, as his nephew had ever 
been a promoter of order and regularity, he 
,vas the laft boy he would have fnfpectcd 
in the fchool ; and, after chafi:ifing hirn 
with the ntmoft feverity, he went directly 
to }Irs. lvlercer, and with great difficulty 
com promifed the affair. 

This circumftance, which every boy had 
witneifod, exalted Herbert iu their eilima-

tion, 

" ! 
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tion, and they began unanimonfl.y to be­

lieve that elevated condncl was not merely 

attached to nobili(y, but that a generous 

and difinterefred action might be perform­

ed, withontthe auxiliaries of birth and title. 

Abont two years after this circumftance 

occurrecl, Mr. Humphrey and his lady re­

turned to England, poffeffed of a fortune 

abfolutely princely, and only anxious it 
fhould be devoted to the happiners of their 

fon. Ofmund was immediately introdu .. 

ced to their acquaintance, and the liberal 

allowance Herbert receive<l from his father, 

enabled him to compcnfate for Mr. Lefter's 

parfimony, who infread of increafing his 

gran<lfon' s allowance, abfolutely denied 

him the moft innocent recreations. 

Though Sir Charles ha<l quitted England 

npon a plan of economy, and with a view 

of avoiding the claims of his creditors, yet 

the habits ofluxury and diffipation were fo 

firmly engrafted, that he found itimpoffi ... 

ble to break ~1lrough them, and the fame· 

F degree 
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degree of extravagance which had been fo 
dcfrructive to his credit, in one country, 
was thoughtlefsly perfevcred in, when he 
arrircd in another, until the embarraf­
rnentofhis circumfrances was fo oppreffive 
to his feelings, that it bronght on a flow 
nervon;; fever, which totally hafHe<l the 
:£kill of his phyficians, and, at length, ter­
minated his exiit:ence ! 

A iliort time previous to this me1:-mcboly 
circnmfiancc, Ofmund's expeetation ofin­
heriting the fortune of his grandfather was 
totally cnt off, by his unexpcetcd marriage, 
and the unfortunate yo nth came to~ title., 
without fcarccly three hundred a year to 
fopport it. 

Beg~ary and nobility are terrible com• 
pa.nions, and tl1e difappointcd Ofinund, 
anxious to difencnmoer his eftate from 
mortgage, refolvcd to t:·y his foccefa at 
c~ircls.-Jufr as he was going into a ga­
ming-houfe, he acci<lcntnlly encountered 
his friend Herbert., who., finding he could 

not 
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not diffuac.le him from his purpofo, refolvccl f 

to attend him to this vortex of clcfl:ruction. 

The brilliancy of the apartment, the 

elegance of the company, and the im­

menfe fums that were laying promifcu­

ouily fcattere<l. upon the table, animated 

the bofom of the youthful adventurer, an<l, 

big with the hopes of 1·etrievi11g his for• 

tune, he thoughtlefal y info red its total ruh. 

Two gentlemen, peculiarily elegant in 

their manner, after a flight converfation 

upon different fubjcet:s, invited both the 

young men to form a table, and upon 

Herbert declaring that he never played, he 

offered to find a fourth to make up the de­

ficiency. The unfufpicious Ofmund ac­

cepted the propofal, and fortune, for a 

while, proved much his friend; but fud­

denly the fcene was c1rnnged, and the cle ◄ 

luded viclim of defign, in lefs than two 

hours, ,v as reduced to poverty, difgrace, 

· and fua1nc 1 
IIcrbert\:; 
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Herbeit's difhefs, du ring tLe whole of 
this proceeding, was ihil-ingly dif1)1aycd 
in every feature, and clofely v.--atchin

6 t.:e 
play of his friend's opponent, he was con­
vinced he \\-on by an u.71fair purfuit, and 
quitting the apartments unoLfrrved, he 
flew directly to an officer of jufiice, and 
returned to the fren.e of extortion and ini­
quity ju/1 as the fr:mtic Ofmund was cf­caping from it. 

'' I am ruined and u11dolle .' '' ( faid he 
in a voice of frenzy), "my father left n e 
fcarcely above wa,zt, and my ownfr;/L_y 
has now finally infured it!" 

'' \Vhere are the men w 110 • ve robl,ed 
you of yourfor!une .%>" faid the impatient 
!Ierbert, fearing they had efcaped the 
power of jufi:i~e-at that moment he per­
ceii·ed them <lefcending t 1e 11:airs, ancl 
gi·ring the officer, who accompanied 
them, an intelligent glance ; they were 
inftantly taken in cnfi:ody, where t11ey 
We:-c detained until .t\Ir. Humphrey ar-

rin·d, 

' l" 
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rived, to \vhom Herbert had difpatcheu. 

a meffenger the moment he perceived the 

unfair method they had prachfed during 

their play. 
Terrified at the prof pecl: of having their 

iniquity expofed, they not only offered to 

return the promiff©ry notes they had re" 

ceived fro1n Ofmnnd, but to prefent him. 

with two hundred pounds they had that 

evening won from another gentleman. 

The latter part of this propofal ,vas in• 

dignantly fpurned by the cxafperated 11r. 

l:Iumpbrey, ·who refolved to make an ex­

ample of two defrrultivc beings, who, by 

frand and injufrice, bad long tupportcd 

their families in a fi:ylc of luxury and ex­

travagance, and were even receive{ in the 

moH: pol i{hed circles. 

"\V amcJ by th is fortunate efca pc from 

rnin, the impetuous O[mund rcfolred in 

future, never to act contrary to the coun • 

cil of his friend; and cured by it of a na~ 

tural love for play, he made ~n abfol utc 

F 3 ckterminatiQn 
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determination never again to touch a card, 
which he was the more likely to adhere 
to, from having taken up his refidence in 
l\fr. Humphrey's family. 

About two years after this occurrence 
had taken place, J\f r. Humpbrey found a 
diforder he had contraet:cd, by a long reG­
dence in an unhealthy clim:1te, m aking 
fuch rapid inroads on his conititution, that 
he was perfuaded he could not long (hug­
gle againfi: it, and fending for his fon into 
his apartment, exprdfed his defire of ar­
ranging all his worldly affairs, and re­
quefi:ed he would tell him how large a 
portion of his fortune ihould be left as a 
legacy to his friend .P 

Herbert's agitation at the profpecl: of 
lofing fo kind and indulgent a father, was 
evinced by the moft unfeigned affiiction 
and tender attention; but as the phyficians 
had candidly informed him ~Ir. Hum­
phrey's recovery was impoffiLie, for his 
friend's fake, he wi!hcd him to fettle his 

affairs 

to 
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affairs: and after requefting his mother 
n1iEht be enabled to live in the fame ftyle 
to which !he had atways been accufi:om­
ed, he begged the refidue of the fortune 
might be equally divided between O[ .. 
mund and himfelf. 

:!\1r. Humphrey, though very partial to 
his fon's favourite, ftrongly oppofed this 
divifion; but finding that he preffecl it 
w1th moft perfuafive eloquence, at length 
yiclJed to the folicitation ; and as the 
property was all perfonal, there was no 
difficulty in making the divifion. 

Ofmund's aftoniiliment at hearing of 
this unexpected acquifition of property, 
could only be equalled by the firmnefa of 
his refolution to refufe accepting it; for, 
though he had never felt his delicacy 
wounded at receiving/mall fums from the 
hands of his liberal minded friend, he 
thought it incompatible either with prin­
ciple or probity to take advantage of fuch 
unheard~of friendfhip; and it was not 

until 
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until Herbert determined to break through 
all intcrcourfe., that he was perfuade<l to 

a,-ail himfelf of 1 Ir. f:Iumphrey's gene• 
rofity. 

A 11 the mortgages upon the Efirngham 
efrates ,vcre immediately paid off hy the 
advice of Herbert., and fifteen thoufand 
pounds, which then remained, <li vided be­
tween Lady Effingham and heronlydaugh-­
ter, ,v ho both refided with ]\fr. Lefter. 

Emily Effingham was both lovely and 
engaging; andHerbert' s friendfhip for the 
brother inclined him to feel an attachment 
for the fifter, ,vhich he foon had penetra­
tion enough to perceive was not wholly, 
difagreeable. Pleafed with the profpecr of 
having the bonds of affection {hengthencd 
by the ties of relation{hip, he made im-­
mediate propofals to her ladyfhip~ The 
patron of the fon \Vas certain of meeting 
the approbation of the mother, and the 
beautiful Emily delighted at the preference 
of a man whofe friendihip had been fo 

thoroughiy 
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tl1oronghl y exalted, confented, without 
reln8:ance. to become his wife. 

Soon after this circumflanre had taken 
place, the death of:,frs. Humphrey pnt her 
fon in poifeffion of her ample jointurc, 
and pn-chafing an eftate within a few miles 
of his friend's reficlence, he lived upon it 
in a ftyle of the utmoft elegance, devoting, 
at the fame time, an eighth part of the 
income to the purpofes of charity and be-
7ie•volence. A numerous family was the 
i:ei.·ult of this alliance, and, in forming their 
infant minds to virtue, the amiable pair 
derived the higheft gratificatiun, and both 
lived to fee them elegantly efiabliihed in 
refpeclable :md elevated fituations. 

T'he friendfhip which had been formed. 
during the days of childhood, terminated 
only with the exiLt:encc or 1fr. II,umphrey, 
and the lines which Sir Ofmund had iu­
fcrihed upon his tomb, pro..-ed that it lived 
even beyond the grave-

"\Vhen 
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\Vhcn near thi, facred fculptur'd urn 

Unthinking- mortnls bend, 

Here l::t them paufe--for tJ,ey m~y learn 

To be a faithful friend ! 

H.:re lies the mortal earthly frame 

Oi one whofe ;im?le breaft 

R-ih'd a lov'd friend from \\ant :ind fba::!er 

And matle him tn•ly blefi ! 

--
Herbert Humphrey, O!.:t. Feb. z7, 1~98 • .IE. 
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FREDERICK FITZALLEN. 

Fl{EDERICK FITZALLEN was the 
on1y fon of a Colonel of that name, who, 
after many years fpeni in the ferYice of his 
country, retired upon half pay, to a finall 
patrimonial eilate in the northern part of 
Ireland. On this eilate, which was cal­
led Ballyvolin Vale, the youthful hero of 
the prefentfroryfiril drew his infant breath, 
to them utual joy of both his parents, who 
began to def pair of leaving an heir to their 
little property, which, in that cafe, muft 
haye defcendcd to a remote branch of the 
family. 

1\:Irs.Fitzallen was, at leail:, twenty years 
younger than the Colonel, whom {he had 
married atfi.xteen, fortbe pnrpofcofefcap .. 

ing from the oppreffive controul of a capri--

cious 
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• cions mother-in-law, and obtain111g a pre­
ccdency OYer her eldcH: fifter, towards 
whom ilie had ahvavs felt a mofl: invincible J 

diflikc; and the Colonel, whofe affections 
had been fnddenly attraCi:ed by the charms 
of her perfon, had bken no painc; to dif­
CO\-er t.he imperfections of her rninrl. 

This union, fo complctclJ' unequal 1:1 
point of ;·ears, was perfectly ~onfiftcnt ia 
point of co,ifequerces, and neither tbc lady 
or gentlem.J.n derived from it thofe grat;fi_ 
cations they had fo fool iih ly cxp?f.t<::{~. 
1Ir.s. Fitzallen, whofc arbitrary difpufitioa 
difdained controuJ, found the inclinations 
of a hufband as un?Ieaiing to: ,b·nit to, ?.S 
the commands or a parent, and the Colone! 
readily alloH cri, that it W<!~ more eafy to 
govern a regiment of faldier.r:, than.fubdre 
tbe caprices of ,in 01. .-r:rhcari::g , ,~'e. A 
contr~dicho11 of opi:1,ons. and a ~i.n .. ,rn-1; n:-r 

an o for powc:r, had bee:1 ·,varmly fuppnrted be .. 
tween the hvo purtic:s fe,r near:y tLe fp'lce 
of four years, 11,,·i1en tLc fo~1oc""z: of tLefe 
memoirsl.arpi!y appeared a<; the L,irbinger 

,. 
t' 

.,J ( .. 
i tr. 

' • I<.' 
l 

" 1 



V 

ri 

• 
0 

BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 6~ ,._ 

of peace, and the reftorer of tranquillity, 
and fo completely was the little irritability 
of the Colonel's temper foftened, by his 
arrival, that he refolved, from that period

2 

to allow pre-eminence to his lady. This 
refolution formed, in the hour of mutual 
happinefs, was no lefa tranfitory than the 
happinefs, itfelfi and the firfr impreffions 
the child was capable of receiving, were 
tinclurccl with a di/like to each of his pa­
rents. "\i\Then Mrs. Fitzallen met with the 
flightefr cppofition to her inclinations or 
defires, ilie con!l:antly accufed her hniliand 
of being the deflroJ·er of her peace., ancl 
would frequently prefs the little Fre<lerick 
to her l>ofom, and enquire whether, when 
he bec:imc a man, he wouldfujf'er her to 
be ufed fo cruelly .lJ whilft the Colonel 
would empaffioncd declare~ the boy would 
he totally ruined by her folly, witbont at .. 
tern pting to countcracl its effecl:s. 

This mode of conduct, fo highly im ... 
prqpcr in them both, had an effec1 pecu~ 

G liarly 
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liarly unfortunate upon Frederick, ,vho na­

turally of hot turbulent dif pofition, foon 

learned to defpife the anthorit_r of both his 

parents, and, by the time he had attained 

his ninth year, would openly avow his dif .. 
ref peel: to their commands. Colonel Fitz­
allen was compleatly {hocked at thefe 

early proofs of prcfumption in his fon ; 

but worn by difeafc, and dejected by clif­
appointment, he ,,·as unable to correcl: the 

evil he lamented, and this ovcrbeari ng 
temper was fuffcrcd to increafe until the 

boy became the tyrant of the family. 
The fudden and uncxpcll:ed death of 

the unfortunate Colonel, was the means of 
inducing ]\Irs. Fitzallen' s father to vi fit 
Ball yvoli n, and alarmed at the unamiable 

traits in his gran<lfon' s difpofition, he 

prevailed upon his d.mghter to fend him 

immediately to fchool, and frrongly re­

commended one at Londonderry. 
~1rs. Fitzallen, who had alrea<ly felt the 

ill effect of her partiality and indulgence, 
willingly 

r.: 
r,,d, ··-

' . 
' 



f. 

. . 
.. 

DIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 6i 
. 
willingly acceded to this propofal, and 
Frederick ,vas induced to confent to their 
fcheme, un<ler an idea that he was to be 
his grandfather's gucfr; bnt when hear .. 
rived at the f pot of his future refidence, 
and found that he was to be placed at a 
public academy, his rage and inJignation 
knew no bounds, and he eyen attempted 
ftriking his grandfather. 

]Hr. Patrick, who was a man both of 
f pirit and refolution, foon taught him to 
repent fuch an infrance of temerity, and 
Frederick had fagacity enough to difcover 
that the fame behaviour would not do at 
Londonderry, he had practifed, with fo 
much f•1cccfs, at BallyYolin Vale. ~Ir . 
K ewton, the n1.1fter o: tLc fc 1001 w :, ere 
l\Jr. Patrick placed hts pa .. -.11 ,.1 , ,, s a 
man of gre ... t Priidi ion a 11 l ni r ,~ :1-• ) 

bility, but of a temper fu c 1:n: IE: 

that he was indineJ to p..1fs , 

'1 
'l I 't 

im perfec1ions, and was, t~ e1 .:::·..,r~, 1d en-

G Zt irely 
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ti rely the kind of man under w hofe care 
Frederick ought to have been configned. 

The moment onr young hero was efta .. 
bliihed in the fchool, he felected, amongft 
the number, one of i:he boys as an i1;ti­
rnate friend ; and as there was a great fi .. 
milarity in their difpoGtions,the two young 
gentlemen were foon infeparab!c. Cavan 
Langford was near two years oldc1 than 
his new companion, and though he pof­
feifed more f ubtlety of temper than his 
friend, he had much lefs of that daring 
bol<lnefs, which, from his infancy, had 
m :uked the character of Frederick. 

Though "}.fr. "N e·wton, was by no means 
a ihicl: difc1pE narian himfelf, yet the gen­
tleman, who was next in coufequence in 
the fchool, amp! y compenfate<l for the fu­
perior' s deficiency, and whenever either 
bufinefs or ple,tfure obliged 11r. Newton to 
be abfent from it, he ahvays took care to 
exert his authority in away no lefs painful 
than mortifying to the boys, and in con-

fcquencc 
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fequence of this proceeding, he was uni• 
-verfally hated by them all. 

Frederick,who with the utmofr difficulty, 
could fubmit to the authority of Mr.New­

ton, openly defied that ofhisaffiftant; and, 

upon his firfr attempt to inflicl: perfonal 
chaftifement upon him, he not only made 
ufe of the moft fcurrilous language, but 
difcharged the ilate he held in his hand 
with fuch violence at his head, that the 
corner of it made a wound in the poor 
man's temple, more than an inch an half 
in length. 

This daring outrage againft delegated 
power, was confidered, by Mr. Newton, 
of fo unpardonable a nature, that he re­

folved to expel the author of it from the 
fchool, dreading the effecl: f uch an act of 
violence might produce upon the reft of 
the boys; and fending immediately for 
Frederick's grandfather, he decbred his 
refolution of not permitting him to remain 
any longer one of the comm unity. 

G 3 Mr. 
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· !Ylr. Patrick was too well acquainted 
with the perverfe difpoGtion of his grand• 
fon, to imagine that difgraci alone would 
be likely to make a laJ1:ing impreffi.on up­
on it, unlefs it was accompanied bs fome 
more perfor.al mark of his ma[tcr' s indig­
nation, and after manyexpofi:ulations from 
]\[r. Patrick, 1fr. Newton at length con­
fented to Frederick's remaining in the 
fchool, on condition of liis making ?\Ir. 
Bro\vnlow (which was the uilier's name), 
the neceffary conceffions for foch a mode 
of conduct, and f ubmitting with humilia­
tion to whatever puniiliment his mailer 
thought propct to inflict. 

Frederick, who had been confined io 
his apartment frum the moment of his dif­
graceful conduct, was exulting in the idea. 
of l.Jeing expelled from fchool, as he had an 
invincible aver.Goo to ftudy ; ,vhen he re­
·ceived a fummons to attended his grand­
fatb.er, ,vho, after fevcrely reprimanding 
him forthe outrage he had committed, in-

formcJ 

rnf 

2ct 
!t0tJ 

l 

}1,s 
6 

at f;1 



1 

BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 67 

formed him he mufl either pnLlicly apolo­

gize to 11 r. Brownlow for it, and patiently 
fnbmit to the puniihment due to his crime, 

or accompany Captain Da\-vfon to the coa11: 
of Africa, where he would be treated \vith 

the rigour and feverity he deferved. 

The idea of apologizing to a being he 

tlcfpiferl, was peculiarly mortifying to a 

difpofition like Frederick's ; yet the dif­

trefiing alternative to which he ,,·as re• 

duced, compelled him not to heG.tate in his 
choice, andhereluctant1ymade thofe con­

ceffions the neceflity of the cafe extorted 

from him, at the fame time forming a re­

folution to be pri1.htfc!y revenged for the 
degradation. J\fr. K ewton, after expa­
tiating upon the atrocity of his pupil's 
conduct, prepared to inflict that corporeal 

chafl:ifement he fo juLl:ly merited; and in 
ad<liti<)n to his mental and bo<lily humilia­

tion, he had the mortification of hearing 
his grandfather declare he {honld rema:n 

at fchool during the enf uing vacation. 
Thoucrh c., 
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Though 1'ln,. Fitzallen's affections had 
been warmly attached to her fon during his 
days of childhood, yet the ungrateful re◄ 
turn he had made for hertenderncfs, united 
to the afi1duous attention5 of a young for .. 
tune hunter (attracted by her jointnre, 
rather than her charms), had greatly 
weakened this natural impreiiion in his fa .. 
vour, and fhe acceded to her father's pro­
pofal of his remaining at fchool, with a 
readincfs wholly unexpected by him, and 
Frederick's appeal to h er authority for 
counteracting th2.t of his grandfather's, 
was totaily difrcgarded and unattended to. 

Exafperated at this unexpected inftance 
of maternal difregard, the difappointed boy 
gave way to the moft violent paroxifins of 
rage and indignation, ·which only fobfided 
by his friend Langford imparting a fcheme 
of private revenge againft the object of 
their mutual abhorrence; which, if pro-­
periy executed, would not only be the 
means of removing him from his prefent 

fituation, 

cb 
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:fituation, but prevent the poffibility ofhis 

obtaining anefl:ablifhmcnt in any one of a 

fimibr nature. 

As 1\fr. Newton was a-verfe fo perf onal 

cbafrifement for petty failings, a forfeit 

box wa~ erected in the fchool, into whii::h 

was put fmall fums for the tranfgreffion 

of fuch rules as were efrablifhed for the 

good order of the fociety ; and this box 

was committed to the care ofl\1r. Brown~ 
low,· and regularly opened on the da J pre­

ceding the vacation, and its contents di vi­

ded into two parts: the one was <liftri bu• 

ted amongfl: the fervants, and the other 

was devoted to the gratification of the 

boys, and either purchafed for them an ex­

cellent fupper, or enable them to give 3. 

dance to their friends in the place. This 

box: Langford had contrived to open, and 

had made himfclf mafter of great part of 

its contents, which he propo (cd placing 

under the papers in l\Ir. Brownlow~ s defk; 

and as fame of the boys hac.l forfeited pocket 
p ~CCl:!S 
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pieces which they haJ promifecl to redeem 
at the opening of the box, he had no doubt 
but that circnmfi:ancc would Jead to the 
di rcovery of the then. As it then wanted 
near a fortnight to the vacation, he propo­
fed that both Frederick and himfelfihoulcl 
fpend the little money they had by them 
in pnrchafing pocket-pieces, then purpofc­
Jy tranfgrefs thofe rules which wonld 
rompel them to forfeit, and requeft permif­
iion of 1'1r. Brownlow to fobfi:itute their 
pocket pieces in the place of money, until 
they received their allowance, and were enabled to redeem them • 
. This artful propofal was agreed to with 

avidity, and Frederick determining to place 
the circumftance beyond a doubt, con-­
trived to ilea! feveral articles from the 
different boys, and put them in the draw­
ers of the unfufpicions u{he1, which was 
managed ,vithout the flighteft difficnlty, 
as the fame key opened the lock both of the defr and the drawers. 

The 

' , . . , 
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The day of exultation at length arrived, 
and the inj ured Brownlow beheld, with 
afi:onifhment, the box which had always 
been configned to his care, unexpectedly 

robbed of almofr all its treafure ! The boys 
fhod..eJ at the idea of being deprived of 
their accui1:ome<l gratification, loudly ex­
claimed againfr the atrocity of the thief. 
,vhilfrLangford, with well-feigned forrow 

for the lofs of his pocket.pieces, declared 
himfclf ready to give ten times the value of 
them, as they hncl been the gift of his dc­
j>arted matlzer. Dnring the confouon this 
circnm (b.nce had occ..1fioneJ, :\Ir.~ ewton 

received a fummons from liis wife to in­
form him that upon examining the irn-cn­

tories of the young gentlemen's 3ppare1~ 
pre\·ious to their quittingfchool, many ar­
ticles were deficient in oTeat numbers of n 
them, and that fhc co1ifidercd it neccifary 
to fearch the houfc. Tl1 e propofal was in­
ftantly made to alt i. 11c fe ryants, who, 

confcious of their own integrity, willing! y 
confent.ed 
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confented to the projecl:ed plan; but not a 
fingle article was found amongft them 1 

and 1:fr. N ewto11 returned to the fcene of 
univerfal tumult, to dema11d the ke_ys of 
all his pupils deiks. 

Langford 4nd Frederick both murmured 
at the propofal, declaring that foch treat 4 

rnent was an infult upon gentlemen, and 
the unfof picious Brownlpw, to filence their 
complainings, requefted the ujlzer's defis 
1night be included in the rcfearch; but who 
ihall defcribe either his horror or afroniili­
ment, when both money and pocket pieces 
\vere difcovered at the bottom of his own ~ 
All fubordination at that moment ceafed, 
and it was with the utmofl: difficulty the 
boy5 were reihained from evincing their 
refcntm~nt l?y pe,fonal indignities. It · 
was in vaip that he protcfted his innocence 
of the crime, or declare cl his refolution to 
difcover the perpetrator ofit ; the evidence 
of guilt was too ftrong to admit of pallia • 
tion, and 1fr. N e\Yton infifte<l upon the 

~µfortun~te 
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u .1fortnn.1tc man's quitting the honfe, 
with out allowing him an opportunity 
either o.' clearing his character, or detect• 
ing the artifice of his enemies. 

'fhe focccfs which harl attended this 
matter-piece of iniquity, was an incite­
ment to the perpetrators of it to extend the 
practice, and they,"(; ere continually amuf­
ing themfelves with taking advantage of 
the credulity of the other boys, or in fome 
fcheme to outwit the u{hers. Though pro­
virlence permits vice to triumph for a fea­
foo, the period al ways arrives when it is dif­
covered in its native deformity, and when 
the cle.:eptious veil, which has fo long con­
cealed it, ic; witbdra,vn for the advantage 
of the u11fufpicious and unwmy ! 

I~"rederick ann. Langford had long been 
companions ·n fin and iniquity, when the 
bttcr was feizcd with an alarming diforder, 
an<l terrified at the prof pcct of his ap­
proaching <liifo1ution, thought that, by 
maling a difclofurc of the crimes he had 

H committed, 
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committed, he ihould obtain forgiveneis 
in the 2ye of heaven! 

Shocked at the idea of having his cha• 
racl:er cxpofed, Frederick implored, con­
ju'red, and intreated; but the unhappy boy, 
:who was labouring under ~he anguiih of a 
difeafcd bo<ly ,and a ~ortnred mind, was to­
tally deaf to his friend's intrcatic.s; and, 
upon 1\1r. :N" ewton's entering the room at 
ihat very moment made a fr::.nL confeffion 
of his former guilt, and. ex.cu1pated ihe 
ufher from every kind of blame. 
The agitation of mind which the unfortu­

nate boy endured during the period of this 
rcc1tal, haH:ened the moments he fe13med fo 
n1uch todread,and feelingthclw.ndof ckath 
fuddenly arrelt him, he fprang up in Iii~ 
bed., and ·witn a ghdtly terrifieu nr!lear­
::mce,conjured thofe who we1e mound hirn 
to fave him from de.Gruchor. ! Hardened 
as was the heart of Frederick, the horri~ 
fcene made a deep impreilion on it, and 
~r~fping the cold hand of ois dying friend, 

he 

der. 
to I 
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he wept npon it with an emotion of vio-­

lence. " Oh Frederick i" faid the help ... 

lefs Langford, in a voice fcarcely to be un• 

derftood, '' had I but taken as much paina 

to lead you in the path of virtue, as I did 

to allure you into that of vice, how dif­

ferent would have been my feelings at this 

aweful moment !-but Oh! pray for ...... 
Oh! pray for my dep:uting foul t': 

The,, orthv }lr. d ewton endeavoured to 
J 

compolc the horrors of his mind, and to 

convince him that the truly penitent might 

j 11ftl y hope for pardon and forgivcnefs; and 

fending immediate1 y for the clergyman of 
the p3ri{h, he joined him fervently in act:$ 

of pr::iyer and interceffion, and the un .. 

happy La:igford breatbea his lafr, amidft 

the humt.He petitions of his furrounding 

fri~nds. 

Though it \':as impofi1ble tbat :\Ir.New­
ton C'Ould retain a boy offrerlerick's difpo• 

fition in his fcbool, after he haJ b::en made 

~cquainte,i \\ ith the depravity of hi3 con• 

a ~ ductJ 
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duct, yet humJ:1ity induced him to a,·oid 
expofing it; a r: d r:mcv·ing that the awefol 
fcene he had fo lately w. tneifed, muCT:teach 
him to view his a-:t •ons with abh~,rence, he 
endeavoured to frrengthen thofe fenfotions 
by the mofi: ferious an l fnendly advice,21.nd 
after a leclure of.a couple of hours, be re­
turned his pupil into l\Ir. Patrick's hands. 

!\frs. Fitz all en had, previous to this cir­
cum:11:ance, long been united to the ol j cct 
of her affection, and as her hu£band' s regi­
ment had been ordered abroad, fl1e had 
accompanied him to the \,V cil Indies, ~nd 
left her fon wholly under the care of his 
grand-father, who, not knowi Pg how to 
difpofe of him, propofed fending him into 
that country. 

To the "\V t'/'t Indies, this head{hong boy 
openly a,·o\\·ed a {hong averfion; and as hi.s 
heart was incapable of filial attachment, the 
feeing a parellt there was no attraclion.­
To fupport a lad of the mofr amiable dif- · 
pofition in indolence and inaclivity, would 

be 
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1e to hazard the deftruclion of hi;:; virtu ... 

ous propcnfities; but to fuffer a mind like 

Frederick's to remain unoccupied, l\llr. 

Patrick was convinced would be to infure 
his eternal ruin; and he infifted upon 

hii> making choice of that profeffion to 
which he felt moft inclined. 

As iludy and application had ever been 

hi::, ~wcrfion, the army alone feemed calcu­

lated to a, _id it, and upon expreffing a de• 

fire to obtain a commifljo.n, a lieutenancy 

was purchafed in the j1xty--firft regiment, 

and on the day he entered his feventeenth 

year, he ,\·as ordered to embark ,vith it for 

the -YVeft Indies. This mandate he heard 

with fenfations of grief, rage) and mo:titi­

cation; but as he found refiftance imprac• 

ticable, he prepared to obey what he could 

not counteraet. The paifage was quick, 

the voyage profpcrous, and the regiment 

arriYed on the ftationary iilancl without any 

thing materially happening, either to the 

,men or officers; and the fir.fr circumftance 
H 3 tl~at 
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that called forth Frederick's afi:onifhment 
was, that his regiment was fo relieve that to \\ hich his father-in-law belonged. 

Though Frederick's heart was il!capable of tendtrnefl,. it was open to impreffions of int ere.fl and ad·vantag·e; and the profpec:t 
of deriving benefit from his father-in-1..nv':3 experiense, induced him +-o put on tl1e mafk 
of duty c:nd affection, and he jmme<liate­
Jy went in fcarch of .nfr. ~lacnamara's lodgings. 

At the time of n.Ir. l\iacnamara's mar­riage ,\·ith J\,frs.Fitz.allcn,lie wns an Enfign 
in the regiment in ,v hich he afterwa:-ds pur­
cl1t!fed a company; but from a natural pro­
penfityto the vices oftheage,he\';,:is under 
the ncccffityof parting with his commiilion 
for half its value; and at the period of his 
fon-in-law's arrival in that countrT, he 
11ad q1.1itted both that and his wife (-vdwn1 
J1e had left in the moft abject and forlor11 
con<lition) the prey of difappointment, 
mortification, and difeafe !-Frederick., 

i.1ftc,,t! 



BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 70 

infread of flying with open arms to the 
affi.france of his unfortunate mother, wa5 
no fooncr made acquainted ,-rith her dif­
trefs, than he inhumanly refofed lier the 
fmallefi foccour, and infread of corumi­
ferating the fituation to which fhe was re­
duced, infulted her misfortunes by a con­
demnation of her conuua. 

That difirefs wl1ich had appealed in vain 
to the humanity of :1 child, made an im­
preffion on a heart unattraB:ed by confan­
guinitr, and the unfortun!lte 1lrs. 1\I ac• 
11amara received, in a blank coyer, a furn 
fufficient to enable her to embark for Eng­
land, where {he might feek for that {hel­
ter in parental arms, \vhich had been <lea 
11ied to her in filial ones ! 

The ftrength of Frederick's paffions,and 
the violence of his temper, was continually 
evinced during his reiidence in the "\Vefr 
J ndies, and there was not a man in the 
w hole regiment fo completelydefpifcd and 
deteH:ed as himfclf. The moment fo i his 

.. return 
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return at length arrived, and as the period 
of his entering on his pr.itrimonial property 
drew nigh, his infolencc and arrogance 
fecmed toincreafc,and whilft he exulted in 
the idea of his own im•"orfance, he imacrin-r .:J ed the whole ,~·orld muft be fobiervient to 
it. A young man of fj_Jirit, but of concili­
ating manners, had, with indignatioo, be­
held this fupercilious behaviour, but, as 
no perfonal affront had ever been offered 
him, he avoided taking notice of what lie 
heartily defpifed. At lengfh, however, he 
confi<lcred lzinifelj infulted, and incapable 
of fubmitting to the f ighteH: indignity, he 
told l'rederic~ he infi11:ed upon an imme­
diate apology. Unaccufromed, from 11is 
infancy to control his pailions, or fr1bdue 
his rage, the headH:rong!'re<lerick darted a 
look of fury at the amiable young man, 
and drawing his fword in a moment of 
phrcnzy, inhumanly plunged it into his 
unguarded breait . 

llorror-grief-terror-aud defpair, at 

once 

;, •• e 

\:on 
of r. 

' 
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once poffeffed the wretched Frederick's 
mind; and had it not been for the interven­
tion of the furrounding throng, the crime 
of fuicid.~ would have been added to that 
of murder! The unhappy culprit was in"4 
itantly fecured, and his perfon fettered by 
ignominious chains, which his ungovern­
able paffions had been the means of forg­
ing; and when the fhip arrived at the def­
tined port, he became a fpeclacle of abhor­
rence to the forrounding mult:tude, 1.;·ho 
crowded on the i1:rand to behold the un­
fortunate victim of law lefs paiiion. 

The melanchol vnews ofFrederick's fate ., 

too foon reached the ears of his unhappy 
parent; who, ihuck \\ ith a fenfe of her 
own mifconcluf,l;, in the early part of his 
education, and fhocked at the prof peel of 
his ignominious death, inftantly fell into 
a ftate of defpondency, from which, 
neither the tenclernefs of her father, or 
the folicitude of her friends, was ever af­
tc1 capalJle of roufing 4er. 
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Thongh ~Ir. Patrick was convinced ib.2t 
ne:ther intereft or power could protraet the 
life of his unfo::-tunate grand-fon, yet he 
fhought it his duty to make the trial; and, 
if he could not prefervc 3.n exiftence juftly 
devoted to the laws of his count:_r, minifrer 
as much as poffiblc to the comfort of its 
clofe. "\Vith this laudadle a.1d humane in­
tention, he left his ,\·retched daughter to 
the care of her friends, an1 going on board 
an IriD1 packet, arrived at Holyhead-in 
:fix and thirty hours, and procet~ded to 
vVinchei1:er ,\.·ith the utmoft e~:prdition. 
From thedrcadfuI momentofFrecleric;..:.'s 

confinement, t .e found of nitr had ncrcr 
reached hi.:; ear, or the \·oice of tendernefs 
foothcd the farrows of his h\!art. The 
fullen keeper had cit1 er fi lently conveyed 
his fcanty flwre of iuitccance, or infult­
ingly demande<l \Vhctbet he approved it. 
How f.reetly confo'ir f;, tht-•n, muft Im.Ye 
been the fym2:-.thizi,1g tear of p:iternal com 

miferation, 

A 

0 '. 

,.. :. .. . 
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miferation, and how unexpectedly grati 

fying the prefence of a friend. 

A carriage and four ftopping at the gate 

of a prifon in a country town, lvas fuffi­

cient to attract the attention of the lower 

onler of fociety; and before J\1r. Patrick 

could alight from it, he heard the mur­

muring crowd draw curfes on the head of 

his unhappy grand-fan, whofe feverity of 

<lifcipline with the men under his com­

mand, had been the means of producing 

ur.i-ve,fal hatred. 

,;v-ith trembling ficps, and palpitating 

heart, the agitated :i\1r. Patrick followed 

the keeper to the difmal cell; and when the 

ai:ive door <lifclofed the wretched cul­

prit, a gr n of farrow fhook his aged 

frame !-Stretched at his length, upon a 

trufa of il:raw, lay the fatl offspring of his 

much-loyed child; and as he rofe to viei,,v 

the form that entered, foe clinking chains 

frrut;k horror on his heart!-" Frederick!" 

fobLed out the poor old man, •' unhappy, 

wretched 
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wretched boy-Oh! how my heart is torn 
with grief and forrow, thus to behold you, 
after years of al>fencc !'' 

'' Oh fpare me! fpJrc me!" exclaimed 
the wretched youth, "nor drive me fran­
tic by the voice of pitr ! I am the verie/1: 
wretch that crawls on earth, and all my 
fins crowd heavily upon me!" 

]\Ir. Patrick took him gently by the 
hand, and feating him on the fhaw from 
which he had j uft arofe, endcavou red to 
compofe the agitatio!l of his mind: and af­
ter fome hours f pent in religious and intc­
refting convcrfation, had the happinefa of 
leaving him more refigned. By enquiring 
into the circnm:11:anccs attending the death 
of the amiable young man who h~d fallen 
a vicEm to Frederick's fory, 1\tlr. Patrick 
was convinced tL1.t the fate of his grand­
fon was inevitable; and inftead of appeal­
ing to the pmver of jziflice, he refolved 
only to apply to that of merc_y, and by 
!hc1i :-n:;~rns pro 'ure, for the unhapp v cui-

l·rit, 
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prit, thofe comforts of ,vhich he ftood in 

fo much need. In confequence of this 
application, he was removed from the cell 

in which he had fo long been confined, 

into one of thofe devoted to tbe debtors, 
# 

where he patiently awaited the awful fen-

tence which fummoned him to appear be­

fore the eternal throne. 

The day previous to that fixed upon for 

the unfortunate young man's execution, a 

meffenger arrived, exprefs from Ireland, 

with the melancholy intelligence of Mrs. 

niacnamara being pronounced by her phy­

:ficians pafr recovery. The wretched fa .. 

ther, agonized by this intelligence, took a 

rnelanchol)' leave of his repentant gran<l• 

fon, who, in addition to all his fufferings, 

had the mifery of knowino- his difgraceful 
b ' 

conJucl had iliortened the exiftence ofhis 

unhappy parent. 

T~e final hour at length arrived, which 

wast~ dclerrnine the career of hcadfironcr 
, . 0 

pa:Hion; and {how, to the fnrrounding 

I multitude, 
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multitude, the fatal effeets of an ungovern­
able temper! the dreadful fcene was at 
oncefolemn, melanclzoh•, and di.flrejftng, 
and left, upon the mincls of the numerous 
fpe.:tators, a leflon more impre.tfive than 
the moft pointed precept. 

\Yhen the body had remained fufpenc!­
ed the accut1:omed time, it was deli\·ered 
into the care of )-Ir. Patrick's fervant, who, 
at a 1itt1e difl:ance from the nwfol frene, 
w:.1ited with a hearfe rearly to receive it, 
::md aftcnvards faw it depo-Gted in a pre­
pared tomb, with this t.:mar!..able infcrip-­
tion placed over it :-

If hc-::d -ftron,g p:iflton /hake~ tl1.c mind, 
Paufc o'er this filent to111l> ~ 

For Len: its vic1im lie, c mfin ' d, 
Cut o/J in m:, ,1/wud'~ b:oon, ! 

HORiCE 
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I-!ORACE LASCELLS • 
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.li.s the contented inhabitants of an hum­
be eottage, in Devon{hirc, weredorn.efti­
cally enjoying the comfort of a cheerful 
iire, an<l relating to each other the intcreft-. 
ing hiftory of their early days, their mu­
tual attention wzs fuddenly aroufed by the 
feeble wailingsofanew-bornchild, which 
foemed to proceed from an interior apart­
ment. 

Starting from their feats with an emotion 
of f urprife, thf'y flew to the f pot from 
·whence the found proceedecl, and, ,,;:ith a 

mixture of pity and aftoniihme.nt, beheld 
.:~n infant apparently a few days old, wrap­

- ed in a mantle, and laying on iheir bed. 
T he cafcment of the window remained 
undofed, and from the dirty mar· s the 

I :z 
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floor ft ill retained of a man's footlng, it 
· was evident the child could not have been 

inany minutes in its prefent fituation. 
,vhilft honefr Sarah was examining the 
contents of a fmall bundle which was 
placed by her little charge, her huiliand 
was no lcfs anxiouil y bufy in fearching 
the environs of his humble dwelling, and 
enquiring of hi .. forrounding neighbours 
whether any !hanger had been feen lurk­
ing near their hamlet; but each were nn­
fuccef:, fo[ ir;i. their endeavours to tr.lee the 
means by which they had receiYed their 
guefr; and the only circumfl:ance that 
could ever Le likely to leaJ to the difcove-­
ry of the c11ilcl'::; name or family, was a 

large purple fpot on his left fhoulder, and 
a piece of paper ,vith thefc remarkable 
words: " Treat him 7}.:el!, and your for­
tune may be ma1e-but if he dies, his 
blood may be required !-Call l1im HD-­
race." The linea in ,d1ich he ,vus dreffed, 

\\" ..lS 

ti 

I' .. 
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was plain, and there was neither money or 
valuables inclofed within the bundle. 

The fingularity of a child being found 
info extraordinary a manner, called forth 
the conjectures of thew hole community; 
and, amongfi: the number of thofe who 
crowded to behold the wonderful pheno­
menon, was the venerable paftor of the 
little flock. 

" A curious circumftance this, I hear, 
hone~t Dobfon," faid the worthy vicar, as 
he entered the manfion of conjecture ; 
" but where is this pGor forfaken cbld? 
l' m come to take the burden off your 
bands, for iodnftry and age fhould not be 
forced to labour hard for others." 

" God Almighty blefs your reyerence," 
repliecl Dobfon, " for all your goodnefs ; 
but as to that there poor babe wanting my 
great labour to fupport it, why that's out 
of the qnefl:ior.l do ye foe; and my Sarah 
was jufi: faying,beforeyour reverence came 
in, as how fhe would not part ,, itb it for 

1 3 a1l 
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all the world; and, as it pleafed God to 
fake all our own children from us, perhaps 
that was font to be a comfort to us in our 
old age ; and a fweet loo!-:ing little angel 
it is, as ever your rerercnce clapped JOUr 
eyes on. 

,, 

"\V ell, my hone.fr friend," repiied l\Ir. 
1Ianners, (which was the cleqyman's 
name), I would not for the \Yorld, de­
prive either yourfelf or lvife of fo bene•,u­
lcnt a gratification ; but knowing you 
fometimes fe1t the ir.firm:tie.; of a6 ~, I 
feared;: ny adJition2..l labour mig11t in­
creafe them, anrl prep::11·\.,d my huL,fe,;:ccr,-

. l ,, er to fCCC'lVe )rOllJ' C laJ'l,e. ::, 

T'hongh Dubfon refofed to rclinqu:ili 
the little foundling, he very willingly de­
livered up the paper which had accompa­
nied him, which 1.lr. }Ianners deter­
mined to fecure, in the hopes that it mig1 t 
fame time lead to a difcovery ; and the 
next day was fixed upo,1 for chriftening the 
child by the name whit..h had been defircd. 

'l'Le 

t. 

., 
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The infancy of the lovely boy I ihall 
pafs over in fi.tence; and merely fay, that 
even at that early period, he evinced a 
pliancy of temper, and fweetncfs of dif­
pofition, that ftrikingly marked his future 
actions; and that a :fhong affeetion for his 
adopted parents ,,,a:, difcovcrable even fro1n 
his childhood. 

The firft affiiction Horace became ac­
quainted with, arofe from the death of the 
.i.miable ~Ir. I\Ianners, whofe fondnefs for 
the child had increafed fo much with his 
years, tLat he voluntarily offered to be­
come his infrruclor; for tbough he wiib­
ed him to imagine himfelf the fon of Dob­
fon, he thought it necefaary to educate him 
for a more exalted fitnation; that in cafe 
he might ever difcoyer his real parents, 
he might not di(qrace them by total ig­
norance; and thofe hours which \Ycre not 
devoted to ind 11hy and labour, wert all 
fpi;nt in \he cultivation of his mind. 

The 
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The benevolence of :;\,Jr . rvfann~rs's 
hedrt, and the generofity of his difpofition, 
had prevented the po{Ebility of faving a 
fortuc1e; and though he frequently "·iilied 
to lay by a portion of his income for his lit­
tle favorite, yet the confrant appeals which 
wer~ tr12.ric to his humanity, compleatly 
frnlhatcd the defirc, and he was not ena-

. l>le.-:1 even to leave him a trifling legacy. 
It was not Horace alone who had reafon 

to lament the Iofs of the veller::iblc 11:r. 
l\Ianners, for everr inhabitant of the viI­
la6e fc! t it; and as the character of his 
fncceffor was tot..illy oppo!ite to h:s own, 
the contrad: was at once mclancho1/ and 
ftriking. 11r. Cliftonwastheyouug,rfon 
of a man of rank in the north of ~ngland, 
who, to all the info le 1ce of pon,cr, united 
the p!·ic1eot'bi1th; and who, knrH·,.ring him• 
felf deLtitntc of tho[1; q11_ali tics calcnJated 
to produce re,:;2cct, rcfolved to inforc~ it 
bytyrannyanJ opprc.Tion. His fJ.mil_ycon­
fiii:e<l of tn·o fons and a <lau6htcr; and as 

he 

' 
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he had liYed much beyond his income Jur­
ing his refidcnce near the metropoEg, q_pon 
Teceiving a prefentation to his new bene­
fice, he refol ved to retire to the fpot, and 
endeavour to retrieve his former credit, and 
to favc the expence of removing his furni­
ture; he purchafed (upon his own terms) 
whatever had belonged to the late incum­
bent, and, amongft: other articles, his fa­
vourite horse and two Alderney cows . 

.i\ s it t1ad been a regular praeticc with 
the neigl.bouring poor to fend their chil­
dren every moriling ,vith fmall pitchers to 
the Yicar:Jge, for the pnrpofe of recci vi ng a 
portion o{ the fcum 11 , ilk, dnring the lif~ of 
thrir J .. t~ worth; pafror, thry \':ilinl_r ima• 
gineJ the fame cud:om would be continued 
upon th~ arrival of tbeir new one; and, by 
way of ~ufuri~g it, they u •1animoui1y re­
folved to pet:tion ~[r. Clifton ror the fame 
indulgence . 

.A. s poor old Dobfon was confined to his 
bcu with a rheumatic COI11I3laint, to \\ hich 

he 
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he bad m:rny _years been fubjctl:, and his 

wife's time \Yas occupied in nurfing him, 

it was m1~tualiy determined to fend Horace 
to t.hc Yicarage upon thi:s cmbaHY. and he 
was defired to take ,,:ith him the fame jug 

he haJ al ways carried npon tlJat occafion" 

when there was no doubt of its bein~ filled 

bv the hands of beneYolencc • 
.; 

Although there was fomething repu;• 
nant to the amiable boy's fedings in afl~ti\~ 
favors, yet his p:1rent';, wLflzes had always 
been confidercd a3 cammcnd.s; ~ nd taking 
up the pitcher ,vit.hont repining, he walked 

towards the vicarage ,, ith a heavy heart, 

lamenting the lofs of its late venerable in­

habitant, and embalming his memory with 

an involuntary tear. As he approached tLe 

dwellinb, bis emotion inc cafed; and, turn­

ing his back on the fcer1e of former happt­
nefs, he feated himfelf on a il_yle to regain 

compofore, and calm the agitation he was 

unable to fobduc. h.eflecc.ing on the vir­
tues of his l~1111e!lted p...,Lron, and pained at 

the 

for 

.... 
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the idea of entering the abode in which he 
had refided, he was wholiy indifferent to 
furrounding objecl-s, and was roufed from 
his reverie by a :!hoke acrofs his fhou1ders, 
before he perceived any pcrfon near him­
a falutmion fo wholly unexpected, induced 
him inftantly to ftart from his feat; and, 
turning round with a look of aftoni{hment:, 
he beheld two boys, the one rather tal !er, 
ai1cl the other rather {h01 ter than himfelf, 
·who accoftc,1 him in a fi:rain offupcrcilious 
h2.ughtinefi,, and demanded" why he pre­
fumed to tal·e poffe.iGon of the fry le, and 
prevent gentlemen from t)affinrr over it?" 

• b 

'• Prevent gentlemen from patting over 
it1" faid Horace, in a tune of voice that 
implied a doubt of their meriting the ap­
pellation-0 howeYer ,'' continued he," I 

.would aclvife the gentlemen, in their futUie 
walks, to arlopt a different method, if they 
wi{h to purfue them; or, im1ead of my 
making way for them to p:lfs, I 11lall take 
,1.1e ~o ftop their progrer~." 
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''You impertinent J at:kanapes," faid the 
elder, giving him a violent blow with the 
cane he held in his hand-" is that the way 
you treat young men of fa!hion ?" but, con 
tinucd he, turning to his companion," be­
fore }Ir. Clifton has been a month amongfl: 
these Hampfhire hog'>, I fancy he \viii teach 
them a diffcrrnt kind of <lialecl:. "-"Yes," 
replied the other, "my father will foon civi­
lize the brutes,and teach foem theimmenfe 
difhmce there is between a botJr and a gen­
tlemall: "-fo fa Ting, they both leaped over 
the contefted iryle, d:irting an indignant 
look at the object of their difpleafure. 

If Horace had felt an ,n-erfion to folicit­
ing a favor, before he lvas acquainted with 
t:1e clitpoution of t!1c party ,\·ho was to 
confer it, hm\' much mmt it h:ive been ic­
creafcd by this fpec: me~; and fo cor'11plete­
l y was he mortified br the treatment Le 
had r<"ccived, that he at firfr detcrmine<l 
to re' nr.:1 home •w;tho1Jt trn ·~faCti n ,, his 

,-:, 
commi1::0n ; but the foar of o!Tending his 

adopted 

. ft 
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arlopted parent, foon induced him to alter 

his refolution, and juft as he reached the 

vicar,ige gate, he met feveral of his com-

panions returning from it, ,vho informed 

him the parfon had been in a violent paf­

fion, and infi{lecl upon their never prefu­

ming to go near his houfe again, as the 

milk was to be devoted to a very different 

purpofe. 
Though Horace felt hurt at the difap­

pointment his parents would feel at being 

debarred their accufromed gratification, 
1 yet on his own account he rejoiced mofi: 

heartily, as he would rather have lived up-

1 on bread and water than have received an 

obligation fro·m people he de[pi[ecl : this 

was not the cafe either with Do bfon or his 
wife, who finding the means of procuring 

the neceifaries of life leffen with their 

years, heard the intelligence with grief 
an<l mortification. 

1lr. Clifton's behaviour towards his pa-

1ifhoners waa at once haughty ,ungenerous, 
K: and 
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and oppreilive, and there was not a fingle 
being in the whole village who clid not 
heartily hate and defpife him. It is nat11-­
ral to fuppofc that fo unamiable an exam-­
ple mufi: have a powerful influence upoa 
his chil<iren's conduct; and, from the little 
fpecim.en which has been relate~, neither 
principle or humanity could be expec1:ecl 
from them. 

The fpirited manner in which Horace 
had refented their behaYio11r, had been the 
means of exciting their refentment; and, 
though they were too cowardly, openly f(J) 
profefs it, they fecretly refolved tn punifu 
his temPrit_y. A fhort time before the 
death of ~v.fr. J\lanners, he had given Ho­
race a little leveret; and, as he h,,.d it a fen•· 
days after its birth, he had Lrought it t!p 
in habits offriencHhipand fociability, and 
the little animal had fo completely con• 
qnered the timidity of its nature, that it 
would follow its mailer like a little fpanieJ. 

One 

.. , 
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One fommer evenrng, as Horace w·as 

digging in his father\ garden, accompani­

ed, as ufual, b-y his little favourite, the 

two Clifton's accidentally paifed, and 

g lnncing an eye over the hedge, beheld, 

with ailonifhment, the little hare eating 

familiarly by its matter's fide. 

" \Vherc dicl you get that little ani­

mal ?" demanded Henry Clifton, m an 

autborative tone-'' And how· did you con ... 

tri\·e to tame the creature?" 

" It was gi\·en me ( faid Horace) by the 

lamented friend, ,Yhufe l1oufe you now 

rei1cle in, [ r; and I have tamed it l>.f 

fondnefs and affeltion." 

" Friend," ex.claimed Henry, with aa 

indignant fnecr, " your prejhmpti:;n i · 

e i.,,.ual to your ignorance, or you would 

never cbre to ufo the term-but hear me 

boy, I'll buy the creature of you ; fo tell 

m e \\ hat you'll have, and bring it here." 

'' You {houltl not ha Ye it", faid the 

i-11,fulte<l Horace," if you would give me 

K z hundred::;. 
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II! hundreds. I v:11ue it too much, to fell it 

to a ty rant-beiides, I told you it hacl been 
a gift, and therefore you might think it or double value." 

Henry's indignation at the temerity of 
tl1is fpeech, broke through all conihaint ; 
ancl, after ufing the moil fcurrilous lan­
guage to the offender, he foatchcd up a 
large ftone and, with too fore an aim, de ... 
prived the helplcfs animal of life. 

Though Horace had heard his abufc and 
farcafms without the flightcf1: appearance 
of emotion, this infbncc of revenge and 
cruelty inftantly roufed his pa-fiion and 
re1'entmcnt; and, throwing afidc the f pade 
he hel<l in his hand, l1e ran aero[;:; the 
gnden, and, in an inftaHt, vaulted on the 
other fide the hedge. Cowardice and 
cruelty are generally combined; and the 
moment the Clifton~' beheld his move

4 ment, they ran towards the vicarage with 
terror and rapidity, but ·were overtaken by 
their purf11cr, before they had gone an hundred y3.rds. 

" Daib.rclJ y 

II 

'. l • 
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" Dai1:ard1 y coward!" exclaimed tbe 

breath lefs Horace, " if you are not a~ 

paltry as you are cruel, you'll not refufe 

to fight the boy you've injured." 

" Fight t" faid the trembling agitated. 

Henry, "do youfuppofe I fight with mere 

plebeians?" " As you plea[e for that," 

faid Horace, twifring the cane out of h:s 

hand, and laying it acrofs his ilioulders 

withali the violence he could, until Henry 

roareLl aloud for mercy, and promifed to 

g,ive him all the money in his pocket, to 

indemnify him for the lofs of h.is little 

fc1vourilc. 
" Keep your money for a better pur­

pofe," faid Horace, with indignity, "and 

remember th:1t though a gentleman can◄ 

not condefcend to fight with a plebeian, a 

p!t'birw ha:; much gratification in ihrajlzing 

a gentleman." So faying, he broke the 

cane afunder and walked compofedly to­

wards his home. 

K 3 The 
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The moment Charles Clifton beheld 
Horace make an attack upon his brother, 
he took to his heels with the utmo(t expe-­
dition; and, encountering the gardener in 
l1is way home, he intreated him to fly to 
Henry's affiftance, declaring he believed 
he was in danger of heing murdered, and 
the man arrived at the foene of aclion in a 
fe\V moments after Horace had efcaped from it. 

As an adherence to truth was not a ... 
mongft the number of Henry Clifton's vir­
tuei, he was not at a lofs to fabricate a tale 
greatly to the pre_iu<lice of his infultcd op­
ponent, and, as h is father gave pcrfecl 
credit to his fon's aifertions, he was deter­
mined to be revenged for the indignity he 
had received, by infifl:ing upon Horace Le­
i11g font out of the neig} bourhood.-"\Vith 
a determined air, and enraged countenance, 
the haughty Clifton entered the hum bl~ 
cottage; and, in a voice peremptory and au-. 
thoritative, demanded" where the rafcaJ, 

who 

I. 
i... 
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who had infulted his.fon, had fecrete~ him­

felf to avoid his vengeance?,, 

Dobfon, who was totally ignorant oftbe 

tranfaction which had paft, beheld hi~ in­

dignation with trembling aftoniiliment; 

and in a toneoffoothinghumility protefrccl 

his ignorance of what his reverence meant~ 

The entrance of Horace foon betra._recl the 

focret; for I\Ir. Clifton had no fooner be­

held him, than, regardlefs of the old man's 

prayers, he chaftifed him with a horfe-

vhi.p, with inhuman feyerity, ,vhilit Ho­

race in vain enca.Yomed to brcal ... from the 

f;rafp of his too powerfol arm.-'I'his re­

venge, though cruel and unmanly>"· as fo~ 

from fati..-sf ying the eornge<l inelate; :.-U~ll he 

informed the terri.J:ied Dobfon, that unk[:; 

the young rafcal wa~ font out of the vil­

lage, ·:1e iliould no longer occupy his pre«> 

fent l abitation. 

The wanton barbarity ofF enry Clif1 oi1. 

:ind t.he inhuman conduct of his ~ath;:::-, 

were i1i!.lautly forgotten. by the 1:n:c:1 in-
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ju red Horace, and the idea of having invol­
ved his aged parents in mi.-,fortune, alone 
occupied his generous feelings.-" Oh ! 
let me go-fend me awaymydear father," 
faid the agitated boy, grafping Dobfon hy 
the hand, and burfting into an agony of 
tears, " for I can bear any thing better 
than making you unhappy ! " 

" Send you away?" replied the honcfi: 
man, " No, not for all the Parfons under 
Heaven : " for God who hitherto has blefl: 
my labours, will ~ill befriend me, though 
I quit my home !"-S·n· h, who had been 
abfent during the tranfaltion, ,vhich had 
jufl: been related, heheld the ag~tation of 
her hufband, and the grief of her adopted 
fon, with a mixture of alarm, pity and 

, aao::1:11.ment; and, \\ ith a11 the eugernefa 
(If' for.dnef.s and folicitude, demanded aa 
expfanation of the cl:11:reffing fcene. 

The very idea of quitting an a bode, in 
which ihe ilad pa1fcd five and thirty years 
i.~ h·Jnr111illity mid peace, was a di{hefs, 

which 
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\\'hich Sarah's p11ilofophy was not prepared 

to encounter; and it was neither in the 

power of Dobfon or Horace, to footh or 

compofe the violence ofher agitation; and* 

after an evening f pent in f uggc1l:ing plai:1.s. 

for avoiding the threatened evil, they re­

tired to their refpectivc apartments, ,vitl 

1ninds oppreffed by grief, and tortured by 

apprehenfion,-and it was feveral hours 

before either of the party w·ere enabled to 

obtain from fieep even a temporary allevi• 

ation of thei.r forrows-From this.Hight 

fufpenfion of expecled mi::,furtnne, the_y 

wer~ f uddenly aroufed by ::i. violet knock­

ing at the cottage door, and a terrified ex ... 

clamation of-Fire at the P,ufo1t' s ! 

No fooner had the alarming fonn (l 

reacheJ the terrificrl ears of the genervus 

Ilor.1cc, than, forgetful of former injuries, 

he f prung out of bed, anJ, in lefs than tea 

minutes, was at the vicarage, ,, hich ht! 

found in a total blaze, and beheld tL~ 

wretched matter of it, frantic with tc.:-ror, 
UA 
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in all the agony of parental tcndernefs con­
juring the furrounding multitude to at­
tempt the ref cue of his fons, who were pre­
vented from making their efcape by the 
:flames having extended to the ibir cafe, 
which led to their apartments, and the 
bruifes he had received from jumping from 
his own window, entirely di fabled hi1n 
from offering any affiftance to the unfortu-
11ate children. 

As the lo,·e of life has a more powerful 
influence than the love of gain, not one 
of the encircling throng, ,vould hazard the 
extinction of his own exiftence, for the 
fake of purchafing a precarious reward, 
though the agonized parent repeatedly 
offered tbe half of his fortune to any one 
who had courage to afcend a ladder, wbj ch 
was placed at the young mens' windmv, 
in the hope they ,vonld perceive it, and Gy 
that means effect their efcape. 

The idea of preferving a feilow creature's 
life, induced the magnanimous boy to be-

come 
• 
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come indifferent to his own, and, forcing 

his way through the gazingcrowd,he dart­

ed fuddenly upon the ladder and f pringing 

in at the window, remained out of fight 

near the fpace of a minute; when, re-ap­

pearing with one of the boys on his back~ 

he regained his footfi:eps, and callint!; to 

thofe who were neareft him, delivered his 
apparently lifelcfs burJen into their care 9 

and re-afccncled in a moment ; and in a fe\v 

feconds, defcended with the other body i u 

the fame fitnn.tion, amid ft the applauding 

fhonts of the fnrrounding throng. 

. By nece:lfary care, and proper applica­

tions, both boys ,vcre foon reftoreu to the 

ufe of their faculties, which had been to .. 

tally fufpended by the foffocatir:g power 

of the fmoak, which entirely fiUed their 

apartments, and prevented them from ma­

king the flightefl: exertion to preferve their 

own cxiaence. 

The haughty Clifton, dcpreff'ed by painp 
and bowed down by mi;:iforiune, eagerly 

demanded 
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demanded to fee the preferver of his chil­
dren; and, when he beheld him in the pcrfon 
of the injured Horace, a mixture of ibame, 
gratitude, and aftonifhment, forfome mo­
ments, prevented him from exp reffing the 
various feelings which agitated his mind, 
but a fenfe of the important obligation he 
had juft received, conquered every other 
fentiment; and, embracing him with the 
warmth of a friend and benefaetor, he pro­
tefted, from that moment, he would confi­
der him in the light of a fon, infi:ead of a 
{hanger, and that he fhould fuare both his 
fortune and affection with his other chil­
dren. 

Though Horace had completely proved 
that he neither felt the iligpteft degree of 
enmity or revenge againft the authors of 
his injuries, yet there was a certain inde­
pendence abont his mind that revolted at 
~h e idea of receiving obligations from thofe 
·he conlJ neither loveorefi:eem; and though 
t..e ezpre-.Tetl his acknoy1ledgements for ~Ir. 

Clifton's 
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Clifton's friendly intentions, he fecretly 
refolved never to avail himfelf of them, pre•• 
ferring the humble fitu:ition to which he 
fancied he was entitled, either to compe­
tence or affiuence, if it was only to be ob­
tained through the mediumofMr.Clifton. 
The family of the Cliftons were immedi-­
ately removed to the houfe of a gentleman 
in the neighbourhood, and the noble mind­
ed boy reh,1rned to the dwelling of his im­
aginary parents, elated with the idea of re• 
]ieving the agitation of their feelings, by 
an aifurance of their not being removed 
from their fav0tuite reGdence, and gratifi­
ed with the confoling reflection of having­
refcued the Jives of two fellow-creatures. 

A few days after the extraordinary cir• 
curnftance which has juft been related, as 
Dobfon and his wife were commenting 
upon the magnanimous conduct of their 
adopted fon, and expreffing their appre­
henfion that they iliould never live to fee 
him reftored to the arms 9f bis real pa• 

L rents, 

... 
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rents, they were unexpecledly furprifed 
by the ftoppage of an elegant travelling 
f!quipage at the door of their cottage, anrl 
perceiving a mi(ldle aged gentleman. fpring 
ont of it, and, in a moment, enter their 
Lumble dwcllin6. 

" !viy child! my child" fai<l the fl:ran­
ger ,.in a hurried agitated voice," in mercy 
tell me, does he live ? " 

"' Yes, yec;. indeed, he lives!" exclaim­
ed the delighted Sarah, " and lives the 
very image ofhis father."-" Great God, I 
th.ink ye!" faid the fl:ill more agitated p~­
rent, throwing himfelf on the neareft feat, 
fcarcely able to articulate, from the vioknt 
conflict of his feelings; hut recoverir1g 
himfeifin a few moments, he demanded­
,, but where, my ·worthy friends, is thi:; 
darlingpledgeof my haplefs Emma's love? 
in pity bring him to a father'::, arms!" At 
that moment the cottage door opened, and 
I-Iorace, unfuf picious of the happinefs-that 
awaited him, unex:peetcdly entered the 
room. 

t 

t 
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":i\1y fon! myfon~" exclaimed the en­

rnptnred parent, rifing from his feat, and 

cnfolJing; Ilor;ice j n his ex.tended arms­

" Oh!" continued he, " the extatic blifa 

of this unlooked-for moment!,, then dif­

engaging himfelf from the fond .embrace, 

he gazed upon his fon ,vith a mixture of 

loYe and forrow; and bnrftiug into an 

agony of tears, faid, " Oh, my Emma, 

if it is pcrmitlerl thy angelic fpirit to par­

take of earthly happincfs, how mufr tl10L1 

ihare in that of thy fond hnfbandl" 
1 

The fenfations of the amiable boy were , 

fo totally new and various, that it \Vas 

,vii.h the nt,noil difficulty he was able to 

exprefa them ; but the moment he was fut-. 

:hcicntl y- compofed, to be fenfible of tl e. 

Lappinefs that awaited him, the idea of 

being abie to rccompenfe the kindnefa he 

had received, filled his l.Jofom with an cx­

t_acs of delight: and taking Sarah and her 

liufband tenderly b,r th.e hand," nolv, my 

beloved father and motlier,'' faid he," yot: 
L z ,,·ill 
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will no longer be compelled to labour for your daily food ; for fure I am, m_y clear 
and new found parent will raife you far above your prefeut fituation.,, 

" Yes, my beloved Horace," faid the enraptured father, " both competence a!1d 
wealth await your fofrer parents; and, if 
I e'er forget the debt I owe them, may 
heaven, in vengeance, fnatch my treafure from me!'' 

\Vhilft the veneraLle pair were bufily 
employed in making preparations for the 
refrefhment of their gucfr, Horace vrns 
anxiouily lifrening to his father's hi!tory, 
and difcovering the caufe of the extraor .. dinary circumfrance that had attended his 

introduclion into Dobfon's family. '' The 
father of Mr. Lafcells had, during his in .. 
fancy, unfortunately m arried a fecond wife, 
who alwQJS confidcrcd him as a barrier to 
the fortune of her own child; and endea­
voured, by artifice and deception, to rob him of that affeclion to which his merits 
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fo jufl:ly entitled him. Her fchemes, 

thon oh well conduB:ed, failed of fuccefs, 
n 

and {he had the mifery of feeing her fon in 

bw, at an early age, united to a woman 

both of rank and fortune ; and livi1!g in a 

fry le fuitable to foch an alliance, whilfr the 

0arling object of hero,vn tendernef::; (from 

being a younger brother), was deftincd 

to fill a more fubordinate ftation. A few 

months after the marriage of :Oir. Horace 

Lafcelb, hi.s father was alarmed by the de­

clining ftate of his health; and the phyfi­

cians,unable to conquer the difeafe,ftrenu­

ouf1y advifed a change of climate. 11rs. 

L afcells' fitu ation prevented her from ac­

co1:t1panying him, and the doating huf­

bancl ·was compelled to leave the darling 

object of his tcndernefa at the very mo­

ment fhe required its aid; ,vho, in a fuort 

t ime after his departure, gare birth to the 

hero of the prcfent tale, and infrantly re­

fignec.l her O\Yn ex:ifrcnce. 1'his circum­

fr:ince, fo mela11choly in itfelf, was highly 

L 3 ple.i.fo1~ 
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pleafing to the inhuman 11rs. Lafcells., who, believing her fon -in-law pafl: reco .. very, "\""ainly imagined her huiliand'.s im .. menfe effate would a!l cfefcend to her own offspring, as fhe was refolved to make him belie·ve the haplefs infant had !hared its mother's fate . Splendid guilt too eafily finds agents; and an old fervant, deep in the intereft ofhis iniquitous employer, un­<lertook to place the child with fome repu­table nurfe, and introduce it to her care as an offspring of his own, n·ith the pro-1nife of paying a ftated falary for its main­tena nee; tl1is falary (though not large) was fuilicient to corrupt a depraved mind: and he refolved it ihould be devoted to his own ufe, and th3.t the infant {hould depend up­on the charity of a parifh. As lie was re­volving this frheme in his imagination, the idea ftruck him, that, at fome fnture period, the important fecret he was in the poffeffion of, might be the means of making his for­tune; and being acquainted with the pro-
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bity of Dobfon's character, he refolved to 
commit the infant t0 his care, which he 
did in the manner which has already been 
defcribed. Although the fuccefa of 11rs. 
Lafcells' fcheme fully anfwered her rnoft 
fanguine willies, as not the :fhadow of a 
doubt of the child's death ever occurred 
either to the mind of her hnfband or fon. 
!he foon had the mortification of hearing 
that, notwith{bnding the <lift.refs of the 
latter, for the lofs of a beloved wife, he 
had regained that health of which he went 
in fearch; and, in addition to this misfor­
tune, in lcf.s than a twelvemonth, {he had 
the mifery of lofing that child for ,vhom 
fue had facrificed virtue, principle, and 
feeling. For feveral years {he endured all 
the horrors of a f uf picious mind and cl, re .. 
proving confcience, and was tortured with 
the confl:ant dread of being betrayed by 
the being who had aided the iniquitous plan. 
Unable to endure the painful conflict of 
her feelings, ihe, at length, refoI-red to ex..-

pofe 
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pofe that guilt which had occafionctl her 

fo many aaxions rn'Jments to co!1cea1; and 

fen,ling i;Jr the objecl: ,, horn foe hall fo 

nnjuilly irijurcd, {he made a fran!-: difclo• 

fore of the iIIhuman plot; at the fame time 

affured him, the child was frill alive, ~md 

th:it fue had regularly paid hventy pounds 

a year for his maintenance ; and to pro,·e 

the truth of the affcrtion, fue fommoncd 

the agent of her iniquity into her prefence, 

for the purpofe of corroborating the facts, 

and difclofing where the l>oy had been fo. 
creted. Alarmed, with apprehenfion, at 

the profpeet: of dctccled fraud, the fordid 

wretch invented a tale calculated to im• 

pofe upon the agitated parent; and whil11: 

the carriage was preparing to convey ~b-. 
Lafcells to the arms of an unexpectedly 

found child, he abfconded fiom the honfo, 

leaving a fcrip of paper on the table, 

avowing his guiltJ concL1£t, and ckclaring 

his ignorance whet her Horace was frill in 

exiftence. The agitation oL\fr. Lafccll:/ 
mind, 
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mind, at this trn.expecled intelligence, may 

be much more eafily imagined than de­

fcribed: and tortured with the mingled 

emotions of hope, fear, and expecl:ation, 

he arrived the fame evening at the worthy 

cottager's abode. 

As foon as 1fr. Lafcells had partaken 

of the homely refrcfhmcnt which had been 

prepared for him, by the hofpitable pair, 

he retired, with his fon, to the only inn 

the little village afforded; and was a\,·oke, 

at an early hour the next morning, by the 

ringing of the bells ancl loud acclamations 

of joy, ,vhich lmrCT: from the honeft ruf­

tics, who were all croucling round Horace, 

and expreffing their felic.ty at his unex ... 

peeled good fortune, whilil he ,vas endea­

vouring to reconcile his venerable protec-­

tors to the temporary feparation. I\1r. Laf .. 

cells experienced tlie moil retiued grati .. 

£cation at beholding the intereft.ing fccne, 

and by offering Dobfon a farm upon his 
pwn e1.tate, ,m.l aifuring him that Horace 

ihould 
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fhould be his Jai!T gueJ:, relieved the for­
row which haJ ar 1fe from an apprehenfion 
of their being fepanted from the darling 
o~jecl: uf their mutual tcndernefs . 

Never ·were the leffoHs, ,rhich the w01·• 
thy l\lr . .;\fanners ha<l. taken fo mnch pains 
to inculcate upon the generous minc..l ofhis 
young favorite, more thihngly exempli­
fied, than i11 his conduct to his grandmo­
tn.er, who, for fome time, conld not be­
hold the being, whom fhe had fo unjn !tly 
injured,,\ ithout a painful mixture of em­
b.1rr::iffment and rcmorfe; but \\} ic11 his 
dutiful attent:o n , a·vl ~entlc fwectnefs, at 
length C'1ablcd her to formon 1f; and the 
fame ma£1:n2nimons mode of for,I.,·ini! in-,~ ,~ ~~ 

jmie.-;, \\·hi h mar:•c~l his at:lions !11 Li;-; 
cowfoct toward.; the Cliftons', wa<, again 
<lifphyed tow:irds his u n:rn1iable re1ation. 

The little an lrn•:1rdncfs which w~~ vili­
ble in his ma:rn_cr::; upon his firti: intro luc• 
tion into ;~ntecl foci el/, im percepttb1 y 
1vo,e a w:i; up0n his mix.ng in the\\ or ]cl ; 

and 

Q 
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and thofe talents, which nature had fo 
abundantlybefto,Yed, were then cultivated, 
with an attentive care, that foon rendered 
him, at once, a pleating and inG:ructive 
companion. The unexpected comforts, 
fo liberally befrowcd upon the tirft protec­
tors of this- amiable boy~ lengthened their 
exiit:ence beyond the ufoal date ; and the 
filial fon<lnefs he unremittingly difplayed, 
fuewed both the affection and g,ratitude of 
his feeling5. 

The amiable qualities v1hid1 had adorn­
ed his youthful characler, ripened into ex­
cellencies as he attained the age of man­
hood ; and he \\·as, at once, an ornament 
to his fex, and a bleiEng to bis father,, at 
whofe death, he came into the poffeffion 
of eG:ates to the value of a hundred thou­
fand pounds, which was devoted to the 
noble purpofes of rewarding virtue, ex◄ 
alting merit, and alleviating rnisfortune : 
and when the period arrived which ter­
minated his valued exiftence, he expired 

"\\' ith 

... 
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,vi.th the bleffings of the rich, the poor, 
the friendlefs, and the unfortunate ; and 
was interred in the chapel belonging 
to the eflate, with the following infcrip­
tion engraven on his tomb:-

,Here refis a form with every manly grace, 
Here lies a heart with every virtne 11or'd; 

The wrctched's friend--an honour to his raeeJ 
Alike ref peeled, valued, and ador' d l 

Horace lafcel!J, Ob. Aug. :z.. 2£, 54 .• 

LAl\1BERT 

1.,. 
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LAMBERT DARLINGTON. 

-~=>-... 
LAMBERT DARLINGTO:-I was the 
fecond fon of a baronet of that name, who, 

having amafl'ed a confiderable fortune in 

the Eafl: Indies, refolved to add dignity to 

his wealth, by the purchafe of a title. 
Had the little hero of the prefent hiftory 

been intoduced to the acquaintance ofhis 

youthful readers, as the prefnmptive heir 

to an immenfe property, fomc extraordi­

nary circum.ftances might have been ex­

pected to attend even the infantine ftate of 

fo great a perfonage; but as he will not 

appear as a confequential characler in t1 '! 

bofom of his family, during that period of • 

his life, I !hall filent1 y pafs over the firfr 

eight years of it, and prefent him to the 

world without either the auxiliary advan-

M fa&~ 
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tage of a fine perfon, or the 11atural 01~e, of parental fondnefi. 
Lambert's mi~forumcs might, withjuf­tire, h we been faid to commence previous to hi3 exificnce : for, by an eccez~tric whir 1 in Lady Darlington's father; the greatefr part of his immenfe fortune was to devoI ve to her feco:1d child (provided it proved to be a female); but, if the other fox appear­ed, five thoufand pounds was all it coul receive, and the remaining fom was de­ftined for the nfo of pubfic charities. 

This extraordinary <liH:ribution of pro­pc1ty, induced both Sir Thomas n'1d Lad?· Darlington to look fonrard to the birth cf afecond c!-iil.i, with no Li~ fo1icitucie t!1,.r_ they hart done a .fz\t!; and w11en they ·were informed it had appeared iu a male characcer, the difopp.Jintment of · 111ei: hopes deftroyed the tendernefs of their fed­ings; and the idCc of lofing., from iha'! cir­cnmfrance, the Yaluable acquifition of ei1)1ty tho-ufand pound.,., feemeg tot .. ?ly ro 

12v~ 
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----
have eradicated every parental im prefiion: 

and, inltead of thinking he had a claim 

upon their affection, they apneared to con­

fider hi1. as an interloper in the family, 

whofe prefcnce had oeen the means of le[­

fening their fortunes. 

This prejudice, fo nnnaturaland unju'1, 

·v,ras extended throughout the whole fami­

ly; ancl, 111 '1d lition to parental colclnefs, 

·~·as a.dd~d the mortifying degradation of 

dorneftic incivility, ~rnd fraternal hatred ; 

.ind the unfortunate boy was treated as an 

alien in a houfe where he had an herc<li 0 

tary claim both to a/Jeclian and refpecl. . 

fTevcr were difpoiitions more complete• 

ly oppofitethan thofc of the t~·o brothers: 

-and never were parents fo completely in~ 

:cnfi.ble of t:1e ble{fm::?; they enjoyed i.n the 

poifcHion of the one, or the misfortune 

th~t awaited them in the perfon of the 

other, as &ir Thomas anc.l Lady Darling-, 

ton. Their elder fon (who was about 

two years older than Lambert), wa::; proud, 

,i,I z artful, 
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artful, obftinate, and overbearing ; and, in addition to thefe unamiable qualities, was united a total difregarcl to truth, whiclt 
fo completely influenced his converfation, that no dependence could be placed on any thing he aiferted ; and, to efc:ipe punifh .. ment himfelf, or to get it inflicred on his brother, he lvould not only fabricate the 

groffeft falfehoods, but maintain then1 with all the appearance of plaufibility and truth. 

Among ft the different virtues, which, at a very early age, were confpicuous in the mind of the hero of thefe memoirs, w ns his {hicl adl1erence to veracity, and his 
uniform perfeverance in the caufe of truth, from which, no fear of anger, or dread of puni!hment, could ever induce him, in 

the :f1igbteft infrance, to deviate. His fpi~ rit (naturally high), was Inured, bnt not 
brokeu by zmkindnefs, thoug h hib temper, which \\·aspeculiarlyami able,induced him 

fl> 

L 

!12 

j. 
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to fubmit, without repining, to the repeat• 

td infrances he received of it. 

As neither Sir Thomas or Lady Dar• 

lington could bear the idea of parting from 

the object of their affection, or of fuffer­

ing him to encounter the hardfuips of a 

public fchool, a clergyman, of extcnfive 

eruditioa, was engaged as a private tutor, 

who, perceiving the little credit he was 

likely to obta: 1from the employment, fooa 

ga,~e up fo unpleaiing a tafk; and the fitu­

at~o11 was then filled by a man of low ex·· 

.ttaltion, who had been fome years ufuer 

in a noted feminary. This perfon, \vhofe 

name ,v:is ~ alters, w~s poffeifed of an 

adj?d, though not a deep unJerit:anding; 

and perceiving that.the goou opinion of 

Sir T'homas would depend rather upon 

flatteri1:g, than correiti11g the failings of 

his fon, he might be faid toha,·e mi.niitcrecl 

to thofe imperfections the boy 111fortanatc• 

ly clcrived from nature. As Lady Dar ... 

En~ton (not·,·ithfranding uer p.utiality) 
coul1 
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could not avoid perceiving, that the un­derfranding of her younger fon wa3 far fu­perior to that of her elder, fhe rcfol ved to deprive him of thofe advantages ,vhich would have made that pre-eminence :::iore {hiking; and whilit ~iauricc was introdn­ced (when quite a child) into a/J company, 11is unoffending brother ,ras totally confin­ed to the nurfery, at1d was not ta~en from the care of a female fervant, until he h<t<l attained his eighth yer1.r,, when he ''" ~s obced under the tuition of ~Ir. "\Vait ~3, 

.. 
with tl1e indirect fuggefl:ion, that he ,v-a., not to be .fujf'ered to furpa{-, the hopeLi heir to their efi:.ates, in any of tliofe iht"dieJ they \Vere m utua!l r to engaq-e ir1. 
i\Iauricc: who h2d h ith~no tr •ated Lam­bert with all the confequential air., ofma­nifeft foperiority, could lIL't even ht"cll : ue idea of a competitur in the p1th of fcicnCt! ; and when he found, {bat in fpi te , f \ V,, ! ters inattention to his bro:h..,r, the atp iri~~ boy, in a \-cry f.1or~ timC', be,::rm;; th~ uet-

J 

L. 
fa 
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ter fcbo lar, the mortification of his feel­

ing-. increafod the hatred in his heart; and 

each day afforded fome new inftancc of 

m~11ignant envy, or ungoverned paffion. 

· Though Sir Thomas Darlington ,,.:as ab­

folutely blind to the imperfections of his 

favouritefon's heart, he could not long rc­

m:1in fo to the imbecility of his mind; and 

when he drt:w a comparifon between the 

under(bndings ofhistwo cbildren,he could 

not he1 p feeling a kind of parental pride 

in the _younger, which, in fame degree, 

compenfated for his u:ant of tendernefi, 

and inducccl him to treat the amiable boy 

with~ degree of attention, which, at once, 

gr2tif.ed ::md delighted him. 

Thisaltc:-ation inSirThomas's conduct, 

was a11 additional il:imulative to the dili .. 

gence of his fon ; and, whilft 1faurice 

was amufing himfelf in the moft childifh 

occupations, Lambert ufed to be conftant--

1ye mployed in the cultivation of his mind; 

a:1d thofe themes ,v hich the former was 

under 
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under the neceffity of ihe\ving to his father, 
were al ways executed by ::\1 r. \V alters. 

~ii mongll the numerousguefh with \Vhich 
Darlington hall was frequently crour!cd, 
was an elderly maiden lady of the name 
of .Jlaurice, who, from poifeffing a ,·ery 
1a 1·.ge fortune, and bein~ nearly related to 
S:r Thomas, was treated ·with peculiar re­
fpcc1- by every part of the family; and 
l\faurice (who was named after her), was 
tan 0 ht to belie\'e he would certainly· in• .:-, 

herit the bulk of this immenfe propertJ. 
The lady, who was endowed with a thou• 
fond amiable qualities, had, to counter­
balance them, a few pecnliarities, and a­
mongft this number, might be ranked an 
inconcei ,·able fondnef::. for every part of th~ 
_?.nimal creation, and a part:cular one for 
every tbin6 in the form of a cat, however 
ugly, or mif::,hapen. This preference, 
thoHgh grati(y ing to herfcl f, was attended 
i:Nith i11co11venie11ce to all her-friends, as fhe 
nev~r went out to pay a vifit without being 

accompanitd 

' :::e 
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a 
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accompanie~ bT one or two of her favour­

ites. Poor Lambert ,vas particularly an­

noyed hy this unfortunate partiality, as he 

had felt, from his infancy, an inYincible 

averfion to the charming obje&s of his 

ccmfin's attachment, though he never dif• 

played it to their injury. 

To a mind lefs liberal than 1frs. ]\J au­
rice's, this averfion might have been pre­

judicial; but fhe faw fo much to admire 

in the character of her young relation, that 

fhe entirely overlooked his inattention to 

her pets, and was continually extolling his 

conduct in hi& parp-- s prefence, and con• 

<lcmning the· ur of their eldeft fon. 

This pn'lCH'.nCl too ftriking to efcape 

the obferva t10n 01 dcfi o·nin rr boy ; and 
t:> 0 

moiti1icd atd enraged at the prof peel of 

·being rivalled, he refolved to deftroy her 

good 01Ji11iGn, by i mp1eiling her mind with 
:i belier· of Lam uert'::, cruelty. 

To accompli{h this fcheme, required 

fomc little contri v;.11icc, and a variety of 

pLrns 
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plans ,,·ere fugge1ted and declined; but 
going by accident into the gardener' ::i fced­
JJoule, he fan the man buf yin hying poi­
f on for the rats, and fiiding a fmall quan­
tity of it into his pocket; be refolYed to 
give it to the favorite cat the fir.fr conve-­
nient opportunity he could find, and con-
1·ince l\lrs. l\1aurice the deed had been hi> 
brother's. 

This inhuman, artful defign, he found 
,~ery little difficulty in executing ; for, as · 
he was conLtantly in the habits of care!Iing 
the animal ( by ,,·as of obtaining the good 
opinion of its mifrre[s), it alway.s came 
whenever he called it; ao.1, under pre­
tence of giving it a piece 1_,f chicken, he 
offered it the arfen: • ::.??Ped in a little 
butter; and, the mom, .it dinner was over, 
quitted the room, ,vith an intention of 
procuring a little more of the poifon, and 
artfully fub1tituting it in the place of his 
brother's pounce, and retu.rned in time to 
partake of the deff~rt. 

The 
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The unfortunate animal foon became 

une:if y, and, in lefs than an hour, fee med 

tortured with poifon, and endeavoured to 

obtain relief from its miftrefs, by inceifant 

motion and plaintive cries! Lambert's 

feelings were under the influence of ten­

dernefs; and, though he really had an 

unconquerable averfion to the cat, yet he 

could not bear to behold its fufferings, and 

intreated 1Irs. Maucice would let him run 

for the apothecary, who might probably 

give it fomething to relieye its pain! 

A propofal fo congenial to the lady's 

. willies, could not fail meeting her warmcft 

approbation, and Lambert flew from the 

diiheffing fcene with the humane intention 

of procuring fame a:ilifrance. "How be­

nevolent! v tender is that amiable lad's 

heart 1" exclaimed J\tfrs. ~Iauric~, as he 

clofed the door, '' for he certain! y has an 

antipathy to cats; yet obferve, Sir Tho­

mas, how anxious he is to obtain relief for 

the poor animal!" "Ile knows, I fancy, 

d 
,, 

i:pa am, 
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madam," replied Afaurice, in a tone of 
irony, "the lucklefs creature i3 pafi: all~­
fiftance-orelfe, perhaps, he wcrnid not be in hajle to fetch it." 

"\Vhy fo, rny Iove," faid Lady Dar-. 
lington; "Lambert Tlla_v be a very clever 
fellow ,but frill not able to forefee e-i:ents !'' 

" Oh, mama," retorted_ 1anrice, "there 
is no great !kill required in forefeeing an 
event, he, perhaps, may oe the occafion 
of occurring, though I <lo not, pofi tively, fay it isfa ." 

u Good Heavens!'' exclaimed the allo~ 
nifr1ed Mrs. ~IauricP, "can Lambert have 
been guilty of foch bafenef.; ! Oh, my 
poor helplefa victim!" fhc continued, 
turning towards tLe dying animal, '' and, 
will thy Ii fe be facri ficed to cr1.1e 1 ty?'' then 
burfi:ing into a frefh agony of tears, !he 
reproached Maurice with not having cau .. 
tio11ed her againfi: the deteftable defign. 

Maurice, with well-feigned forrow, af .. 
fur~d her he had n;:ver thought his brother 

capable 

wo· 

tem 

Ir 
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capable of fuch a deed; though he had fre ... 

quently heard him dec1are, he certainly 

would poifon the animal, \Vas he not fearful 

of being difcovered-but,tlzat apprehenjion 
would prevent him from making the at­

tempt; yet, the moment he faw the tor• 

ture the poor creature enrtured, and ob­

ferved Lambert's cmbarraifed manner, he 

was convinced he had accomplifued his 

defi.gn, and he was certain he only \vent 

for the apothecary to prevent his father 
from obferving his confufion. 

" If," faid Sir Thomas, ( colouring 

with indignation), " I find he has been 

guilty of the act, from henceforth I will 

difown him for a fon; for fuch premedi-­

tated bafenefs in a boy, muil bring dif .. 

grace upon his whole connections." 

The violence of the poor animal's com-­

plaints, at this moment, arrefted the at~ 

tention of the whole party; and,. as they 

were gazing at, without being able to re-­

lieve her, ihe gave a fudden fpring from 
the 
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the cufhion on which ihe had been laid, 
and running round the room with an ef­
fect of violence, gave a convulfive groan, 
and inftantly expired! 

Sir Thomas D<!rlington immediately 
quitted the apartments, and turning to­
wards the village ·where the apothecary 
Ii ved, perceived Lambert approaching with 
the utmoft expedition. H Oh, Sir!" faid 
he, as he drew near his father, half 
breathlefs with fatigue, " 1Ir. Denton 
was not at home; but his fhop-man has 
given me fomething for the poor animal, 
which, he tells me, will certainly do it 
good, fo I will run on as fafi: as my legs 

·11 " w1 carry. 

" Stop, llypocrite !'' exclaimed his fa. 
ther,in a fl.em tone of voice, catching him, 
with violence, by the arm, as he was at­
tempting to pafs by him, " and tell me 
where you bought that de!huclive drug 
you had the cruelty to give the uno:ffend­
ing creature ?' 1 

' ' D,ug, 

II 
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" Drug, Sir!" replied the aftonifhed 

boy, evidently alarmed at his father, s angry 

countenance-" buy a drug, Sir,"-

" Yes, fir, buJ· a drug," faid the exaf­

perated baronet, ( at the fame time !baking_ 

him with violence j " prevarication will 

not do with me; and I read guilt in every 

artful feature-tell me," continued hey 

frill exalting l1is voice, " \\ ho was it foL...l 

you the pernicious poifon ?" 
" 11:deed, indeed, fir, I am accufod un-

ju!H,r ," faid the ft ill agitated Lambert ; 

" I never toucheu, or faw, or bought the 

poifon; and who would dare to tell me to 

my face, I ever even thought of fuch an 

aclion ?" 
H Your brother dare," replied Sir Tho• 

mas; " but come along, fir, for I mnH: 

fcan this bufinefs pretty clofel .r, and if 
(which heaven a,·ert) I finJ yoti guillj·, 

you lofe me from that momeut fora father." 

N otwithftanding thcconfciousrecl:itudc of 
the amiable boy's feelings, and the con .. 

ViCii lOll 
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viltion he had that no proof of guilt conic! 
be found upon him; yet the agitation of 
his mind at the unexpected feverity of his 
father, fo compleatly overpO\.\-'ered his feel­
ings, that it ,vas with the utmoit: difficulty 
he reached the houfe; which, as they en­
tered, Sir Thomas bade him follow him 
to the ii:ud y. 1'1aurice had purpofeJ y pla­
ced himfeJf at his writing-de:fk, and was 
in the very aet of fcratching out a word, 
jufr as his father entered at the door. 
" Lend me your pounce- box," faid the 
artful boy, "formineisempty, from more 
frequent ufe." Lambert's heart ,vas too 
full, to allow him to pay attention to his brother's requcft; who, riling from the 
ftool on which he had been fitting, fetched 
the powder which lie had required .­
" This is not pounce!" faid the deceitful 1'-Iaurice, rubbing the arfenic on the ruffled 
paper.-" "\Vhat is it, fir?" continued he, 
carelefsly acldreffing himfelf to Sir Tho-

1nas, 

R 
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mas, who had not articulated a word from 

the moment he had entered the room. 

Roufecl from the difor<ler ofh ;:3 own re­

flellions, by the interrogation of his ja­
vaurite Jon, Sir Thomas walked immec.li• 

ately to the de{k, an<l taking a fmall po-r­

tion of the powder upon the end of his ti.n­

ger, darted a furious glance at the uncon­

fcious Lam bcrt, at the fame time defiring 

him to quit the room, and fnrioufiy de­

claring, he would never fee him more. 

Though the circumfrances were Jlrong, 

tbatindicated Lambert's guilt, yethis being 

condemned without even being permitted 

to offer any extenuation for the crime, 

ft ruck l\Irs. l\Iaurice as pal pablc inj uftice; 

and, though {he alone had been the fufferer 

by its perpetration, {he endeavoured to 

preYail upon his parents to mitigate the 

pnnifhment; but no perfur..fion could avail, 

and, on the follmvin g day, the devoted 

viclin.1 of fraternal hatred was banifhed 

from the prefence of his enraged parents, 

N 3 and 
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and font to the fchool where Walters had 
been uilier, ,r ithout obtaining his rcquefr 
of being honoured with their bleffing. 

The fofceptible mind of the amiable 
Lambert funk under the preifure of this 
fevere misfortune; and whilft his brother 
wa5 etiJoying the foccefa of his iniquity, 
he was waG:ing his youth in melancholy 
and dejection, without a friend to footh 
or comrrnferate his Ji tuation, as the mali­
cious \Val ters, who accompanied him to 
the place of baniihment, publifhed the 
caufo of his being fent tliere ; and, on tl1e 
proceeding morning, w1Jcn he entered the 
fchool, 11e found the following lines pafted on his Jefl.: :-

As each boy in the fchool always bears a nick-name. Your's Sir, is the killer of c;,ts: 
But thould you not think it exalteth your fame, 

\Ve' 1l call you the P"1tron of rats, 

The mortification he endured whilft pe­
rufing thefe lines, is more eafily to be im-

agined 
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agined than defcribed; and he refolved 

nc,er to attempt affociating with boys who 

had unanimoufly offered him fo grof:; an 

infult. Thi~ refoh1tion he ftriltly adh~r£d 

to; and the moment the dofe of fcl}ool al­

lo,\·ec.l him an opportunity of {hunning their 

fociety, he al\\·ays re..ti-red to hi-s own 

apartment, where he gcn.'<!raHy paff'e<l the 

intervening hours in melancholy rdlec­

tions upon his unfortunate fitnation. ~-

Though "\Valters had given the maHer 

of the fchool an abfolntc prejudice -ag,1inft 

his_pupil,yet the condefccnfioh ofliis man­

nen,, and the fopcriorit_r ofhis underftand­

ing, counterac:cd' the illiberal imprcLion, 

and he foon experienced a11 involuntary 

regard, and frequently invited him to pafs 

the evening in bis fociety. In one of thefe 

friendly intercourfcs, 1lr. :.\Iilford ( which 

was the mafter's name) tollchcd upon the 

fubjccl that occafioned him to be fant 

from home, and offered to write Sir Tho .. 

i.T\ai an account of his admirable conduct , 
whi.ch 
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which the amiable boy gratefully declin ... 
ed, faying, that as his father would not 
allow him to convince him of his own in­
nocence, it. was not likely he could feel in ... 
terefted in his prefent behaviour; and, as 
his jufiification muft prove his brother's 
difg-race, he would patiently fubmit to 
the ftigma that had been thrown upon ·hims. 

, Although the fervants rat Darlington hall 
·had)1during the period of Lambert's child .. 
~10od, treated him wjth indifference and in~ 
·attention,yet, as he advanced in years, the 
gentlenefa of his manners won their af. 
feclion, and they not only bewailed l1i.-, 
lofs with the moft hearty forrow, but felt 
convinced iu their own minds he had not 
been acce:ifary to the animal's death. The 

,dairy maid, fr,em who111 lvlaurice had re­
ceived the butter,at the time !he had given 
it, was very ill with an ague, and, as 111e 
:went to her mother's immediately after­
wards, fue never heard of the death of the 

cut 

ten 

Tt 
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cat until her health was re-efl:ablifhed, anrl 

ihe returned to the hall, wLich was two 

months after it had happened. A combi­

nation of circumftances roufed thefervanb' 

fllfpicion ; the dairy maid had giYen 

11aurice a peace of butter, wh1ch {he faw 

bim put in a little china-box ; the butler 

had obferved him feed the dog at dinner, 

::ind the upper houfe-maid had found t.he 

box in his co=1t-pocket on the following 

day, which fhe had taken out before the 

footman brufued it, and had totally ~rgot­

ten to return it to t.he young gentleman. 

The various opinions that were given npo11 

thefe f ubjetts, afforded ample matter of 

converfation for the party in the kitchen, 

and was conveyed to the car of l\1rs. 

1\J au rice ( who had been .confined to her 

room with a fever), by a fm·ourite at­

tendant, who had been man_y years in 

her fervice. 

The little concern l\Iaurice had teitified 

at the baniihmeo.t-ofa.n on1 y brother, unit d 
to 
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to his having been, in a great meafure, the 
occafion of it, gTve Mrs. illI. fo cornplete 
an averfion to hischaracler, that it was with 
d1:fficuI ty fhe could treat him with bare civi • 
Ety; and Sir Thomas and Lady Darlington 
began to apprehend, that by haYing expo­
fej the blamable conduct: of their younger 
fon, they had hazarded the lofs of her im­
rncnfe fortune out of their family, as they 
were convinced, by her treatment to the el .. 
der,fhe never intended befi:owing it on him. 

No fooner had Nlrs. Pliant (which was 
the aUcnda~1t's name) made her lady ac­
quainted with the fufpicions that were cir­
culated through the family, than fhe in­
ftantly efpoufed the injured Lambert's 
caufe, and, without affigning her reafons 
either to .Sir Thomas, or Lady Darlington, 
on the following morning quitted the hall: 
but inftead of going to her feat in Berk .. 
fhire, ordered the coachman to drive to 
1\-Ir • .\1ilford's academy, where fhe did not 
arrive until the day had nearly clcfed. , TM 

• p 

' 
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The injured Lambert was fitting at his 

window, in a dejecled pofture, with his 

head refting on his hand, when his atten• 

tion was fuddenly aroufed by a chariot and 

four, driving furiouily up to the gate, and 

cafting a glance upon the liveries, inftant­

ly recognized them to be Mrs. Maurice's. 

A variety of new fenfations crowded ra­

pidly on his mind. Hope, fear, joy, and 

apprehenfion, by turns, agitated his trem .. 

bling frame, and, it was with the utmoft 

difficulty he could attend the fummons, 

which, in the courfe of a few minutes, he 

received from l\,fr. l\,Iilford. 

:i\-1rs. l\faurice rofe upon his entrance, 

and taking him a:tfeclionatel y by the hand, 

faid, " Am not I a very fpirited old wo­

man, L3.mbert, to take a journey of near 

fifty miles after a boy of fourteen;" 
,,"'t~ k'd ' " I'd .1 ou are very zn ma am, rep 1e 

Lambert, w hilft the tears trembled in his 

eyes, '' to take any trou1.>le after an un­

fortunate 
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fortunate being, who has been difcarded 
by all his family!» 

" That is the vcr_y ca-µ,fa of rn y exertion 
in his favour," continued the 0ld a<ly, 
" but tell me briefly, my dear, were you 
acc~ffary to the death of the poor animal, 

wJIII or were you not.< 
" I was not, upon my honour, ma­

dam," replied Lambert; and,why I fhould 
have beenfiifpec!ed, or who conlcl put the 
arfenic in my de!k, I even now am igno­
rant." 

" Dear injured boy! (faid Mrs. l\faq .. 
rice) I will difcover who has been your 
Joe, though much I fear it is your artful 
brother, who, with a deep, malevolent 
dtjign, refolved to ruin _you in my opi• 
nion ; but I will expofe the iniquitous pro­
ceeding, and make Sir Thomas puni{h 
the offender." 

"Expofe my brother, madam! No, in 
pity f pare him, for I am fore it wonl<l bre3.k 
my mother's heart; think howihe lovesan<l 

doat. 
fr 
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~ o:its 11ro·1 hi111 ; and co11 L:1 fh c t'ear to hear 
hi~ Tailings pul)lilhed? p~rhaps I"m:ght~ 
urzk11awi11g[1:; offend hi111, an<l he belie\·e t 

id it with dt 1irr1z; blit I would fooncr fuf..: J'o 

for blame· m yfelt th2 n have the failings 
of my hrotlztr kut;wn .1" 

" Generous fdlov.- , ho,v i1rnch · 3·out~ 
concluc~ chitrms n:e," Lid ::\lrs . 111au~·ice 
" how fey, could act fo praifo-worthy a 
part tO\'i·ards cne ,vho had beha 1'ct: with 
fo much nzali_·e; but you fhall hevct; more 
be fubjee~ to it . Henceforth, your refi.-­
de nce ilinll be with me, anJ happy fhall I 
feel with foch a dear comp::mion ." 

The c01n-erLtion Wds here imcrrupted 
by the entranc o( a fon-,mt ,vith a variety 
o refrcihments, followed by l\£rc::. Ai-it .. 
ford, who e::ifi.Iy pcrfu:1 ded '\Irs. l\Iauric0 
to alter her phn of fiecping at the inn> and 
accept of a bed at her houfe; 3 nd the next 
rno1·ning a fen:ant was fent cxprcfs to Dar-: 
l ington hall, with ci. letter to Sir Thomas, 
f ro•n. lrs, :\fou1icc, infonninrr him of the 

b . 
o 1nnocenco 
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perm.iiiion to accompany her into Uerk­!hirc . 

. " "\riti1 the mo1 refpect:fnl attent;c,1 to 
Lady Darlington, and atfocr:ionate regard to my Lrnthe:·, 

" I am, hononred Sir, 
" Y cur dutiful and affcctionat2 fon, 

~' LA.\lBE~T DARLINGTON.'~ 

Tlie apprehenfion Loth Sir Thomas and Lady Darlington ha'd felt, left the fortune of their rel. tio!1 {hould centre in a cUfercnt­
branch of the famil v, induced them to ., . gi,-e a ready concurrence to her r queft; 
and tl!ot;gh they h:1d ~·I( perienccc~ fome de­
grC'c or mortification c.i.t the i1:1:1gin,,r.f 
crnclty of Lambert's conducl:, they ,rere foocked at the idea of his excnl p..1tion being 
produced at the cxpenc.e of their fa1.;0Ui"• iie' s t;hQraetcr; rrml though they could not 
~,,oid rtiriucr credit to ldrs . I..fourice's in-- b o · • 
finuation, they r fo!vrcl not to a/pear to c!a i!, Lut to throw a!l the :fi:ipma upol{ 

,r alters) 

a fa 

acq 
l I .. 
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,valters, who had quitted the family 111 
confeqnence of fome dif pute betiteen hi1n 
a r1d Lady Darlington. 

1\Ir.,. :::\l,mrice 1 ea1ained the gueft of the 

hofp1table 1\1r. and 11rs. i\1ilford, until her 

fervant returned from the hall with the finX­

ioufly expected letters, ,vhen fue im me­

diately fet out for her elegant retreat, 

wliere Lambert ,vas introc!uced to all the 

neighbouring familie:; as her intended. heir 

ancl adopted fon, ancl foon bccamefo great 

a favourite amo11gft the whole circle of her 

acq uai·:.ancc, h:i~ ris fo~;ety was courted 

by the:n all ; ba,, ~ he was emulons in 

tl f' profecution of his :..~ud ie.~, he yery fel­
<l,, m accep+ed a, y of ~1eir fiattering invi­

tations, until h1s tut{>i pronounced him 

perfectly qt~ali!iea to obt. in aclmiiiion at 

Oxford: when, durit1g tl.c vacation, he 

ufed to ac~omp:my his venerable relation 

in all her ir1 ghbouring \':.i ts. 

As ::\fr ·. L urice a·\' •11ced in vears her 
J • 

diiincliuati ... to t.1.-i n6 10ngjourncys, in--

o 3 duced 
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d uced her to perfuade Sir Thomas to change 
the method of communication, and, in• 
ftcad of her annuallJ: going to Darlington 
liall, the l\ hole family regularly paffe<l 
three of the furn mer months in Berkiliire ; 
and, if Lambert's l'ehariour to his brother', 
as a boy, was noble am.I clifintercH:ed, as a 
young man, it became generous and af­
fe8:ionate; for lie would frequently deprive 
himfclf of a thoufand little indulgences, 
for the amial>lc purpofc of befrowing the 
1noney upon his brother, w hofe natural 
propenfityto every fpecies of extravaganre, 
1endered him confi:antly under d;fficulties, 
notwithitanding the rcry Ii beral allo \·aace 
he recei \'ell from his father. 

The fucldcn and unexpected death of Sir 
Thomas Darlington p~1t this tbougbtkfa, 
incxperienc~d yoimg man into the pof­
feilion of :i fortune of upwards of fifteeri 
t110nfancl a year, a few months after he 
pm1e of age; and the gratification be de­
li red, from cfcaping pare11tal authority 

feemcd 
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feeme<l totally to <lefi:roy thofe filial fen­
fations he ought to hatre foit asafon; and 
"+ilfl: Lambert was fincerely lamenting 
the lofo of a father who had never treated 
him with frndcrnefs, the ungrateful objd:Z 
on whom it had been beflowed, was bufily 
emploJ eel in au;menting his fi:ud, and pur­
chafing hound .::1 ; and in lefs than five 
years, by an exccfa of extravagance and 
fully, reduced hirnfdf to abfulute beg .. gary. 

At this period, the death of our hero's 
an1iable ·bencfaclre[s gave him an opportu­
nity of fa\·ing his unworthy brother from 
tl1at e ternal ruin in \Vhich madnefs and in­
tcmperanr.e had inYolvcd him; for the 

, mo!ucnt he came into poffcllion of his for­
tune, be fettled two thoufand a year of it 
·npon him, ,vith this reH:riclion only, that 
it coul<l neither he morf,g·aged orJold; for, 
us the thoug;ht!ds .::,ir :Maurice had invol­
~,·ed a lJeautif,.d young wonBn in his rui11, 

1,1r, 
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nfr. Darlington wa.5 determined to fecure 
that property for her f up port and comfort. 

'rhe dowager, lady Darlington, pur-­
chafed a frnall villa within a few miles of 
her youngeft fon'sfeat, inBerkfhire, where 
his filial attention to her in the decline of 
Efe was, at once, a confolation and a re­
proach, for {he could not help accuong 
herfelf for denying him thofe tenderneifes 
in his infantine and boyi{h daJs, which, 
from relationfhip and virtue, he had fo 
j uft a right to claim. 

If, a-; a boy, the amiable Lambert ob­
tained the approbation of thofe who kne\v 
him, as a man he claimed both their ad­
miration and efi:eem; for, as a hu{band, a 
parent, a friend, and a mafter, he cor.i­
duc:ed himfclf ,vith the highcfi: crcdit,and 
was, at once, an ornament and an honour 
to his fex. His years flowed in an un<lif­
turbed current of felicity; anc.l his children, 
happy in the bleffing of fuch a parent, 
vicJ with each other in teftifying their 

obedience~ 

.. 
I 
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obedience. Hi::i ex;ifience was lengthened 
beyond the \1fual date, and he expireJ in 
the a1,111s of his belove<l companion, in the 
fcvcnty -thircl year ofhi::i age , after an ill-. 
nef::; of only three d:1ys, when the follow­
ing l~i1es \~·ere infcribed. to his memoi;y ;-,-., 

Beneath this 1eulptur'd ma rble tomb, 
The mortal fabric lies ; 

Of one, who from his earlietl bloon~, 
Lool.:'<l forward to t~lt ikics ! 

The virtues th:it adorn'd his youth, 
In ricn fucccm c,n ran , 

Until rcli;ion, honor, trnlh , 
Compofrd the perfect man! 

Lumbert Darlington, Ob. Jan. 3 1, .IE. 73. 1·.•9S. 
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DUNCAN MALCOLM. 

AT the extremity of a beautiful viliage, 
in one of the rnoft romantic parts of the 
north of Englancl, ftoocl a venerable Go­
thic priory, which had formerly ueen the 
fcene of religious fanclity, or monkifh 
foperfrition, but had latterlJ' been occupied 
by the fons ofhonefi: indu{hy and laborious 
toil; for, as the lands around this ancient 
frructure were particularly calculated for 
paCturage, the farmer, who rented them 
from the cro,1n1, 1ike,vife tenanted the 
manfion which ftood upon them, part of 
which he let to a young be,rntifu1 '\'i;·idow, 
who was fi:rongly recommended by the 
r ector of the parifh, and who, foon after 
hereftablifhment in this retired abode, be-­
came the parent of a lovely Loy. 

The 

I l' , ..... , 



EIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 155 

The amiable father of the hero of this 
tale, was the fecond fon of a Scotch no­
bleman, who havin~ been quartered at 
Carlifle, wjth the regiment in which he 
had a commiffion,became tenderly attach­
ed to the daughter of a clergyman in that 
place, and def pairing of receiving his fa­
ther's confent to a marriage fo far inferior 
to himfelf in point of r~mk, perfuaded the 
objecr of his tendernefs to confent to a 
private union; and, in a few months after 
it had taken place, was ordered to the Con­
tinent, ·where, in fighting againft the ene-

~ mies of his country, he loft a life which 
had neither been tarnifhe<l by cowardice, 
or clifgraced by iliame. 

The bir6 of the lovely little Duncan 
\\·as, at once, a fource of diftrefs and joy 
to the beautiful author of his exiftence, 
·who, in endeavouring to trace a refem­
blance in his features to thofe of his la­
mented father, would fit wh')Ie hours in 
f peechlefs agony, until cheered hy the fmile 

of 
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of infantine fimplicity, fhc loft a fenfe o{ p;·efe,ztfarrow ju the foothing reflection of l1is futur(:! fondnef.. · · 
T'l1e fuJden de.1th of .::\Irs. rialcolm'.,; father, foon after the departure of her be­loved hufband, had been the occauon of her ap1)1ying to the friencllhip 'of l\fr. Ad~ rlington, \vho, am,..ious to have her near his liofpitable abode, perfu2.ded her to be! come an inhabitant of the priorjr, for the purpofc of paying her thofP attentions ,·vhich, :it a g1cater diilancc, lie could not have beftowed, and which the natural liberality of his clifpofition indLiccd hitn to feel fo mnch gratificatio 1 in prrforming. 

The confined fta!e of.alrs. j ,,fa1co1rn's income compelled her lo deny herfl'lt a thonfand little ind ulgences which fhc had been z.ccufrome<l to in early life; for, as her hufband had been total] y dependant on his father, he was 1,n.t1;1e to 1tiake the fl i ghteft provi.Gon either fer J1is wife or (;;hild, therefore fhc wa- u yder 1he necef-

fity 

I' 

r 
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fity of fubfilling 11pon the intereH: of L('r 
lJttle fortune, the principal of which ,,;·a:; 
fafols fccured upon th~lcl1gc of their mu~ 
t.ual lo,,-e. l,__ __ / )- · ~- ' 

To ob,·iate the difl.refa an att;ir'1cJ huf­
bancl ;ni.ili nf turall y feel at the pr )fpcB: of 
l~aving a ,vifr, on whom he dnatc<l, unch~r 
a11y pecuniary cm barraffmcnt, Capta: 11 
ir alco1m de! iVered, into the care of bis 
reverend friend, an interce<linn- letter to ,., 
l;is father, explaining his motives for mar-~ ~ 

r_vi:.1g witho~1t his confcnt, and conjuring 
him, in the moil folemn m::.nner, to 
l~~comc the protector of his Y, ifc ~nd child~ 
with dirccl:ion-; to ha.vc it forwar<lccl to 
Scotland, in caf~ o - any acciJent happen~ 
in~ to h;m <luring the camp:1ign; bnt, 
~.the:wifo, to remain in the poffeHion· of 
t\1c worthy redor . 

. This letter' which was rent a ihort tin C 
~.fter the 1.1clancho1y news arrived, fot· 
f~me \\~eeks rcceiYed no anfwcr; but, upm 
~fr. Addington addrefiing a fecond to his 

P lorcHh1p, 
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lordfhip, a reply was ·written, dictated 
with all the haughtinefa of infulted dig­
nity, protefcin6 again!t the legality of 
foch a. marriage, and pofitively declaring 
a difbelicf that an v fuch had ever taken 
place, and expref-Iing an opinion that tte 
letter (which had the arpearance of heing 
Captain ~falcolm's writing), was an artful 
forgery, calculated to impofe npon paren­
tal fondnefs, and would be treated \Vich. 
the contempt and inattention it <le(erv~d. 

The generous mi nrl of the worthy retl:or was deeply wounded by this unexpeB:eJ 
inhumanity; but as the proots of the mar• 
riage were in his poifeilion, and the ·wit• 
neifes were living to bear it tefi:imony, he 
thought it better to let the matter re(l: un1 
tiJl time hJd cooled the violence of dif­
pleafur2, or pr~nciple had pointed out the path of duty. 

IIa ving thus fa; prernifed our hero's fi­
tuation with regard to his connetl:ionswith~ 
and claims upon his elevated relations, I 

!hall 

IL 



.BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS, ] 59 

fuaII introduce him to the more immediate 

acqnaintance of his young readers at the 

moment he entered his ninth year, when 

1\-Ir. Addington undertook to be his precep­

tor: and he went regularly to the rectory 

e\·cry morning, either attended by hi& mo­

ther, or her only <lomeftic. 

In one of thefe daily peregrinations, as 

Duncan was carelefsl y running by the fide 

of his mama, and entertaining her with a 

number of little juvenile tales, the th read 

of hi!:> narrative was fuddenl_r broken, by 

the plaintive cries. for mercy, of a little 

girl about two years older than himfelf, 

whom a boy, about her own fize, was 

beating violently on the other fide of the 

hedge. 

A~ Dnncan was poifeffed both of agili­

ty an<l ftrength, he mftantly fprung o,,er 

the henge, and catching the boy by the 

collar, exclu,med, " " ' hat cmvard,Jlrike 

a gii:l ! Oh! I'll have you hooted tbrongh 

all the town, you daftardly fellow, that I 

will, 
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viJI, ar1Cl I'll fight yon in the bargain, if you hare coura6 e enough to attac.-:: me ; hnt yon loo]· like 3 ji;ea l:.il!g , Jlzabb_y, cr.;·:.>J­aulfr ji;ltrr;r;n, and I dare_ fay, you ·~re a1i aid to.f?uclt me. 

H _ To," re Jlied the 1nr, in a fullen tone, "' I au1 not afraid to fr1:1ch J'6U ; but I have ~prainecl rn}r wrifr in tr,~illF to ta'l-:c a , J ._.., b:-dkct from her, a::1d fo you \'1ourd b..; fm 
to beat me. By this time ?\irs. l\I:tJcol 111 liad jaincd th,c little group, :1:1~

1 
t1

1
Hm c-n­qniring into the caufe of the affray, founrl th-;t the little ["i1 !, who was a ~.:rtrucr1e/;-; ,J 

• , da11ghtcr, had been feat by her fatJ1er \\·it!1 a prefe;: of pe~chc.:. to i\I r. .1 dt!Ingtoti, an<l, uno:i being on,rtakcr1 lis h :r co,\· .. 
r rdl V aifailunt, lie a{kc:rl her to .srh.•e ltim 

- . 
0

1

1c of' tlzem, whicL, when fhe rcfofeJ, he not only a:tcmpkd to foatch the b,. ket from J1er, but treated her in thl! manner , ·hich ha., been related. 
'L'his i111tancc of Duncan'. hum:'tn:t_r r!:i.J r;o:m1 ~e, not only c~rab1ifhcd his 

fomc 

f .. 

fe 
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fame among his own fex, but matle him an 
uniYerfal favourite ,vith the other; and 
the boy, who would voluntarily efpoufe 
the caufe of a gardener's daughter, would 
ce1iainly become the champion of every 
s o:mg lady in the parifh; indeed, Dun­
can's difpofition was fo perfetlly amiable!> 
that, from an inilinctive impulfe, he was 
inclined to defend whatever he confi.dercd 
as dife11celefs; and, to render this propcn ... l' 

fity ftill more permanent, he derived, fro111 
nature, conftitutional bravery that could 
neither fubmit to i-rJult, or fupport op 4 

prefiion. 
11r. Addington'stamily confifted of two 

fons an<l a daughter, the former of whom 
were rather older than our hero, and the 
latter about fix months younger. Euftace, 
·the elder of the two boys, was of a fimil ar 
dif pofition to his friend at the priory; but 
Chriftopher was one of thofe unamiable 
tempers that is continually tormenting it­
felf with its own caprices and ill humour. 

r 3 Peeviih, 
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Peevi!h, fofpicious, qu:urelfome, ancl fret­
fiil, he was co11tinually engag-,d in alterca­
tions and difputcs; and, unable to en_·o y 
eithc~ cheerfolnefs or gaiety, he wa-; never 
fo happy as when he could frufhate it i 
C?ihc r3; but the g~nerai fuffc•·t r f, 01~1 hi"') 
mi toward tempe:, ,vas the g( ntle, mild, 
and cngag~nf; Emily, although her c,-m{e 
wa-, warm! y cf poufeu both by lier brot!1er , 
Eud:acc, ancl her friend Dnnca ), l- ic iat • 
t c,· of whom, before he was t w ,J-;. e year~ 
old, lwd fought as many battles in vindi­
c,tting her rights . 

.! Jr . .,.\dc.lingto;1'sfricnc:J1hip:1nd:iffe.:ti ; 
for his p11pil, was almolt ec1nal to Iii~ te11-
dcrnefc: tor his own children.; and knowi, p-,, l1im to be a boyofanafpiringdifpo!ition, 
h,e tlio ,1gl1t lie was doing him a palpabie 
piece ofin_;uL1ice, by futforing hun to re.: 
nuin info retired a fituation, when, from 
l1is Lirth ancl conne[tions, he 1:nigln be 
thrnwn into a ilation where his talc11ts and 
abilities -..-vould 111ine with pccnl1ar I ufhe; 

a, d 
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and he rcfoh·ed to make a perfonal appli.:. 

cation to Lord 11a1colm, and take with 

him the man fervant, \\ ho had been one of 

tllc wirneffes to his fon's marriage . 

.!. few days after 11r. Ad<lington had 

quitted t.,ie reB.ory, for the benevolent pur­

~1) >i~ of eltabliiliin,,. the child of his friend 
n 

rn a fituation to which he was, by birth, 

entitled, as i\1rs. ?\falcolm and her fon were 

one ~\·cninto- walkino· on the high road that 
:, 0 ... , 

led to Scotland; the former found hcrfelf 

fuc.dcnly indi.fpofed, and complainii g of 

,i Yiolcnt giddinefs in her head, learie,.l 

again fr a tree to pre,·cnt falling. 

Duncan· s agitation at beh'll<ling the al­

tr cd countenance of h1s belO\·cd p,uent, 

wa:; \·iiiblc 1ncvery loo1· and gcH:urc; and, 

""" hilfr he alternately cm braced her f~ ·e ancl 

hands, he conjured her to let him try and 

f:1pport her lo the priory, fearing the n:ght 

"' uld overtake them if t1 ey rem,1inc<l any 

longer in their pr~fcnt frrnatic;m. 1\'fr:.;. 

J fa!colm, ~nxi0t1s to affnr.ge the terror· 
of 



164- BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 

of Lcr fon, immediately rn,ide the defired effort; but, before D1e had proceeded twen• ty pacec,, a total 1a1itude overfpread her frame, and fin~ing throngh the arms that were endeavouring to fupport her., fhe fell fenfelefs on the ground! 
" Oh, m; mother! my beloved deare{t mother!" exclaimed the tortured boy. loofe!1ing her cravat, and bathing her pal­lid face with tears, " for God's fake fpeak to m <?-look at me! Oh, fhe's dead! !he•:. dead!" he continued, riifog from the ground, and calling loud for help. At th:it moment, a travelling chariot drove fu1 ioLfly d0\"\'11 the hill, ,, hen Duncan. with ali the fo:ift1:ef3 he conlJ urge, ran fcreamiw,. after, callin~ to the fervant who 

,:> ..,_, 
attended, to ftop, and heip him to fave his dying mother! 

The noife of the carr;age wheels pre• vent~d th,,~ man from heari11,: the requeft; but a gentleman within, ,1ccidenta.lly put­tin6 du\, n the 6L..fs,immcdiJ!e1y perceived 

his 

{ 

D 
i 

t 
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hi_ young pnrfuer, an<l calling to the driv-- • 
er.;;,. 1topped their com:~ . · ~ .,. ~ 

"·Oh, . ir ! mT mother-my mother!,, '1 
fa!d th:! breathlefa boy, " will you con1e 

, . 1 -" ' ,~~} . {l - , , i:omycyrngmot1er:- -' \ 1ere1" 1e:-
replie<l an elderly gentleman, immediately 
opening the chariot door, and fpri11gi11g 
out of it. '' Here-here, only a little way 
off,7' continued Dtmcan; tl1e ihangcr fol­
!o\vecl the agifatecl boy to the fppt where 
lie h3cl left his languid p,nent, ,vho h:1<l fo 
far recovcrt!d from the foi.ntncfs with wbic 1 
... e had been foizec.l, as to be able to an­
f\fcr the tender enquiries of the attached. 

, Dlrn~an, whofo joy, at finding 1cr fo much 
h 0 tter, was clifp!ayed in tl e molt raptu­
rnno.; and li\·cly exprcflions. T·he chariot 
!l, d., by this time, turned i·ound, ancl 
rracl cd the fpot where: 1rs. :Vlalcolm lay, 
·s en a.boy, apparently aboutfiftten, faid, 
in a fnllen toneof\'oicc, "\\;--cH, :,1:r. 
Gibbon, :!s the -x?ma.n is better, \'.'C need 

llOt be detained any lo.1ger; and I tl ink 
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we are already in danger of not reaching 
Carliile before it is dark.'' 

" I fhall certainly do myfelf the plea• 
fure of conveying the lady lzome, 1'.Ir. 
l\l.1rtin," replied the gentleman in a tone 
of vexation anJ difpleafore, " even at the 
hazard of our not reaching Carliile at all; 
therefore, Thomas," continued he, " put 
your arms under the lady, and let us lift 
lier into the carriage." 
The infolence and brutality of the young 

ftranger' s man 1er, was not unnoticed by 
the agitated Duncan; who, darting at him 
a look of indignaot contempt, expreifed 
his acknO\\ 1edgementto his humane com­
panion in tbe molt grateful bngnage, and 
then de:fired the drivers to follow him, ad• 
ding, that he fhouid not detain the gen­
tlemen many minutes, as they were not 
more than a quarter of a mile from home. 

The motion of the c:-irriage had again 
brought on ::\Irs.11a!coh1' ~ faintnefa; and. 
when :flopped at the ab Ley gate, the bene­

volent 

t 

ce 

m 
f· 
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volent 11r. Gibbon was under the ne.., • 

ceffity of lifting her out of it in the fame 

manner fue had been placed in, whilft his 

fullen fellow traveller refufed to lend the 

leafr affifl-ar.ce, and would not have quit-, 

ted his fl:ation, had not the drivers inform.., 

ed him a fpoke in one of the wheels had 

given way, q.Ild that it would be neceifary 

to have it repaired before they could pro­

ceed, and he then entered the room into 

which Mrs. i1alcolm had been carried» 

without even taking off his hat. 

Mr. Gibbon's attention had been fo en-. 

tirely occupied in adminifl:ering reftora• 

tives to the frill languid invalid, that he 

had fcarcely obferved the countenance of 

her fon; but what was his aitonifhment 

when he heard the fervant add refs him by 

a name familiar to bi5 ear, and faw, in 

every feature, the exact rcferu blance of his 

lamented pupil ! • 

" Malcolm!" faid he, ad<lreffing him­

felf to the fervant, 0 did you call him 

J}[ a.Jcalm 1 '' 

., 
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J.11akalm JP''-" yes," replietl ~he woman .• 
{who had lfreJ w.th ?~Irs. 2\fakoJrn pre-

' vious to her rnarriagc)' H ~mrl a great pit•r 
it is he fhould bccal!edjo, fince,his \i·id..­
ed relations will not ou,n liim, though Go 
.knows the king of England migltt b ·proll{.! 
of fuch agrmulfon !" ' 

"So," faicl the infulting :\fartin, v:"'v.· ­
i_ng Dunc:rn "·ith a moft fupercilious flare, 
" this 1s the p:-efumptuous gentleman 
whom my moth~r told me mjght one day 
ftri ve to rob me of my rigltts, al tho 1gli fhc . . knew my nnclc nc,-er li. d been nwrrieJ! 
-~-Come fir," c, ntinue l he, ad Ire{fin~ 
L.imfrlf to }fr. Gibhon, " let us lean! 
this ,great j>e1jrmage io the _;?/atiiicatio1. he 
e.1jcJ·s i n poffdfing a n:11J1e to ,vhic..:h li·! 
has no legal title ." 

T}w aH:onifhc·d :;\fr. Gil1hon "·a, pre­
,·entcd from replying to this infulent 
fpeecb, by the cnterancc of the worthy 
~\Ir. Addington, who haJ · traveiletl wi th 
the utmoH expedition froml\fo!colm catlle, 

[r,,,..r 

;. 
,, 
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for the purpofc of introducing his young 
pupil to its prefent mailer, who finding_ 
bimfclf in a fituation that promifed but a 
{hort poifeffion of heredita;y how1r.0 , wi-fh ... 
eel ~o hchold the object on whom they 
would devolve, before he reiigned them 
for e\~er. 

It is here, nece:!fary to infonn my young 
readers, that the fudcten death of the pre­
fun,ptive heir to the ::\laicolm eftate (\Yhich 
l1appened about three months before 11r. 
A d<lington went to Scotland), had foch an 
effect upon the debilitated conH:itution of 
h is fathe r, that the phyficians pronounced 
him pafi: recovery; and, as he totally d'f­
c r--d i~e cl d1e account of Captain2\1alcolm' s 
marriag e, he fent .J\fr. Gibbon (the former 
tuto r of tLat amiable young man) on an 
e:n Laffy t o England, for the elder fon of 
hi.:i 0 1 l_:,r daughter, who had married a 
gentlc:man of the name ofl\Iartin, ancl hacl 
tor fornc yc:.u .; rcfi<led near London. This 
hoy, v:hofe r.on<lua mnft have appeared 

Q f 
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fo :11:rikingly unamiable, h3d been educa­

ted with the hope of poifeffing the :\Ial -• 

colm efl:ate, as the ill health ofMrs. I\,far .. 

tin's brother gave herreafon to fuppofe he 

could not liv~ to enjoy it. 

Duncan, who had with difficulty con -­

ftrained his indignation during the whole 

of :viartin's f peech, faid," let me tell you, 

fir, that though I am ignorant what rights 

you allude to, it is lucky you have the 

rig!it of lwfpitality in your favour; for, 

if yon were in any other houfe than my 

mother's, I would certainly thrafu you 

until you could not :11:and; and now," con• 

tinued he, "if you are not as coward!J as 

you are infolent, you will go into the yard1 

and let me take my fatisfaclion." 

Mrs. Malcolm, who had entirely re­

covered from her alarming faintnefs, was 

perfecl:ly terrified at the profpecl of her 

fon's fighting; and Mr. Addington, who 

ha<l not been prefent during the preceding 

converfation, rebuked him feverely for his 

ungentleman,,. 

fl 

lte 
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ungentleman-like conduct, though Mr, 
Gibbon openly avowed he had not, in the 
ilighteft infrance, been to blame. 

A few minutes converfation beh'i·een 
]Hr. Addington and N1rs. J\L-dcolm, com-­
pletely overturned the afpiring ~1,irtin's 
hopes; and, inftead of feeling any incli-­
nation to fee his dying grandfather, he in-­
fifted upon returning back to London, de­
claring he \vould not fubrnit to the degra­
dation of going as a vijitor to a houfe he 
expccled would have been his own ; and 
1\fr. Gibbon finding he was not to be per-­
fuadcd, tel uclantly confentcd to retnrn, 
though not until he had repeatedly con-­
gratnlated both Dnncan and his mother 
upon the entire change in his lordfhip's 
fentimcnts. 

Although l\1r. Addington fonnd himfelf 
much fatigued after his long journey, yet 
fo anxiouq was he to fee tLe chilrl of his 
friend ei1::1bli01erl in the bofom of his fa­
ther's family, that he ordered the carriage 

Q. 'Z at 
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• 
at the door at four o'clock on the follow­
ing morning, wl~cn Duncan, after taking 
a tender leave of his beloved parent, and 
promifing to write the moment he arrived 
in Scutbnd, threw himfelf in the chaife., 
and burft into a floocl of tears! 

It·was the fir.fr time, during the amia ble 
boy's life, he had ever been feparate<l from 
the moil: affectionate of mothers; and the 

probability there was of his not feeing; her 
again for months, or years, threw fuch a 
complete gloom over his fpirits, that he 
,vould willingly have relinquifhed :.:i.ll his 
future f plen<licl profpeets for the pleafure 
of remaining under her maternal_ care; 
and knowing his grandfather's attachment 
to hereditary greatnefs, he ,,·as fearful he 
:fhould not be fuffered to return again to 
his beloved priory. 
· As 11r. Acldiegton imagined he hwl qo 

time to lofc, they pnrfued their jomney 
with the utmoH: expedition, and arrived at 
the caftle about three o'cloc..:: on the clay 

;.ftcr 
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after they had left the priory. Though 
the beauty or elegance of a b~y's perfon is 
feldom an objeet of attention to beholders, 
there was fomething in Duncan's fo pecu­
liarly jlriking, that it was impoHiblc to 
look at him without a certain degree of 
animation; and this paffport to gene1al 
favour, was no trifling recommen<lation 
in the eyes of his grandfather, who waq 
aftonifhed at beholding f uch real dignity 

• of manners in a boy who had never a[fo­
ciated with nobility. ContrarJ7 to .l\Jr. 
Addington' s expeclation, he found his 
lordfhip much recovered ; and the fame 
phyiiciam; who had pronounced him in­
curable, then gave it as an opinion, he 
might be refl:ored. 

The affeetionate condult: of Lord 1fal­
col m, could not reconcile Duncan to the 
abfence of a.is mother, and it was with 
fome difficulty, Mr. Addington perfuaded 
him not to name her in his grandfather's 
prefence, until he was more fully afl'ured 

Q. J . of 
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qf his friend{hip and regard. This con­

ftant check upon his feelings, the inge .. 

nuous boy ·was unable to fopport; and, 

on the day after his friend had left tlie 

caitle, he refolved to petition his lor<l{hip 

to let her come and refidc in Scotland, 

which he did in fo diffident and refpecl:ful 

a manner, that e,,en the h3ughty }\{alcolm 

could not refufe, and the delighted Dun- , 

can received permiffion to invite her im--

1:1ediately to the cafrlc. 

, In about a fortnight after this total al te• 

ration in Duncan's affairs, the worthy 1':fr. 

Gibbon returned to Scotbnd; and, ·when 

he related the account of his companion's 

conduct, his lordfhi p's in<lign_ation was 

unbounded, and he protefted he fhould 

aever receive a penny of his fortune, 

though Duncan generouily endea\·otm~d 

to find excufes for his conclL1ct, 

The ftrong diflike our youthful hero h3cl 

heard his mother exprefs againfl:: a profef­

fion which had been fo fatal to his fathr.r, 

had 
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had been the means of preventing him 
from rcquefting her to indulge his paffiori 
for it; but, upon his grandfather's offerin_; 
to purchafo him. a commiffion in a regi-­
mcnt which was juft going to America, 
he could no longer indulge a natural pro­
pcnfi ty, and he re fol ved to try the effect 
of perfuafion. "\Vith all the enthufiafrn 
of youthful ardour, he painted the glory 
he might purchaie in his country's caufc, 
and conjqrcd her to reflect upon the plea­
fore {he would der:.,··c from hearing an ac­
connt of his bravcry-yetdeclared his rea­
q.inefa to facriPcc l1is prof2ech, unlefa £he 
would give an wzrelucfant c11ifenf. 

"Oh, my Duncan!" faid the agitated. 
parent, encircling him at the fame moment 
in her maternal arms1 '· hmv can I part­
yet how detain my child?-: o, dearefl: 
boy, I will not chec'.·-wiH not dcfhoy 
that ardent zeal fm·fame, "'.vh:ch· warmly ' 
glows within thy genero~1s b:·cdt ! then 
go, my lore, <l,1:d may the 

0
uardian 
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po\vers of Heaven protect and fave my 
fon ! " 

The delighted Duncan, after endeavour• 
ing to reconcile his mother to their tem• 
porary feparation, and convince her there 
was the fame fuftaining power to :lhield 
the foi<liet in the field of battle, that pro­
tecled the peafarJt in his peaceful cottage, 
returned immediately to his grandfather~ 
to impart the foccefs which had attended 
his petitioh,and to learn farther particulars 
refpecting his departure, which he found 
mufi: unavoidably take place in lefs than a 
fortnight. 

The gentle attentjons of the amiable 
1frs. Malcolm were fo completely grati­
fying to the feelings of his lord:lhip, that 
previotis to Duncan's departure for the 
Continent, he had almofi: perfuaded her to 
give np her apartments at the priory, and 
confider the caftle as her foture home ; 
and, when ihe had loft the objecl that had 
endeared the fpot, fhe no longer hefitated 
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about complying, but wrote to her friend, 
l\Ir. Addington, to difpofe of the effelt:s 
ilie had left behind. 

The regiment in which the earl pur­
chafcd a commi:ffion for hi-, grandfon, had. 
been fomc time fl:ationcd on the conti!1cnt ; 
l)ut what mufl: have been his ai.toniiliment 
upon joining it, to find himfolf under the 
command of the imperious 11:utin, , ·ho~ 
on being difappointed in his moil: fonguine 
expectations, had perf uaded hi;:; father to 
nurchafc him a com

1•Jan Y. ~ ~ 

The ne.ceifary ci vilitics from a fubaltcrn 
to a fupe.-ior, the liberal minded Du,1can 
immediately paid; and as every one \\·.:is 
l.>uf_y in n1a~~ing prcpa_ratio11s for an engage­
ment, there ',\'as no _time for reflelting 
either 011 pique or prejudice. Duncan's 
]lea rt beat high ,-.;·ith expectation, and he 
boldly determined, th:tt the follmvingday 
fhould either ejlnblijh hisfivne, or dc­
ftr__r hi:-; exiil:cnc , as he refoh·cd to cxe!·t 
him1elf to the ntmofr. Far different 

were 
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were the fenfation of his alarmed relation
1 

,, ho ihockcd at the danger with which he 
·was fnrrounded, would gladly have ex­
changed fituation with the meanefi: peafant, 
The ti'y1ng hour at length approached, and 
large columns of the American troops 
from different quarters poured down upon 
them. The Englifh foldiers prepared to 
attack them with heroic bravery : but 
where was the commander of the detach .. 
ment tb which Duncan belonged? The 
co ... ~·ardice of t11e captain feemed to ha·ve 
checked the valour of his men, when our 
youtoful hero perceiving their difinay, 
im·mediately offered to take the vacant 

,poft. The animation of hi3 countenance, 
the heroifin of his conduct, ancl, abore 
all, the a:!furance he gave them of being 
able to fubduc the enemy, infiantly re­
kindled every fpark of courage, and the 
whole b0dy unanimonfly declared, death, 
or vitlory fl10ulJ be theirs! 

I ihall 

fr. 
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I :fhall pafa over in filence the various 
proofs both of courage and magnanimity 
which Duncan difpla_red on that memo­
rable day, and merely fay, that the de 0 

tachment to which he belonged obtainedi 
from their conduct, immortal glqry, anq. 
that the general not only publicly expreff .. 
ed his ackno·,·.rledgements to therr+, but 
wrote a particular account of our your.g­
hero's behaviour for the infpetlion of hi-i 
fovereign, who, when he was afterwards 
pre[ented at St. James's, treated him with 
the moft flattering mark~ of difrinc'rion 
and regard. 

Lord :ivlalcolm received him with open 
arms, and preffing him to his bofom with 
parental tendernefa, declared he confider◄ 
ed c ntrage as much the peculiar virtue 
which belonged to his own fex, as delicacy 
was to that of the other; and added, that 
he felt himfelf fo much difgraced by the 
condufr of his other grandfon, that he 
would ne\·er O\"\'n him for a relation. 

In 
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In about three months after Duncan's 
return from the Continent, his lordfhi p 
was feized with a patalytic fit, againft: 
which his confiitution was unable to"itrug­
glc, a,1d he expired in the arms of his at­
tenti,·e gram1fon, Ica ving him the whole 
of bis real and perfonal eftates. 
Though Scotland ha 1 he .... n thefpotofhis 

anc ft.or's great1lifs, the prfory had been 
the fcene of Duncan's happinefs; and as 
foon as he had arranged his grandfather's 
affairs, he refol ved to vifit the dear abode., 
a_nd evinc~ his gratitude to the worthy .!. fr. 
Addington. His friendf11ip for Euftace 
had known no cha!1ge, and his affection 
for Emily had incrcafed by· abfcnc-c; and 
a~s neither of their pa!·cnts oppofcd the 
rnarri.ige, they were united on the day hi~ 
lordfhip came of age. The priory foon 
after hecame vacant, an<l a few thoufonds 
converted it into an elegant aLoc.lc, which 
his Lordiliip fcldom quitted, except when 
called upon to fulfil the duties of his pro--

fo!fion , 
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fcfiion, which, not\vithn:anding his affec­
tion for his amiable wife, he always at .. 
tended with the mofl: minute ex:acl:nefs ; 
and when he had attained the rank of ge-­
neral, he was no lefs a:ffiduous than when 
a fubaltern. His fame as a fo!dier could 
only be equalled by his virtues as a man, 
and his death was confidcred as a se 'eral 
calamity to all who were fortunate enough 
to boafr of his acquaintance. He wa:; in­
terred i1'l the chapel belonging to the priory, 
with th~ following lines engra, en on his n1011ument :-

Valour, and virtue were combin'd-·­
No bafe di!houour fiaiu'd 

The fpollefs dignity of mind, 
That through l1is conduct reign'd l 

-
Duncan Malcolm, Ob, May 1, 1798, /£ 4-r. 

R 
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GEORGE COWLEY. 

··•>--<->-,(~ .. 

As "\VilJiam Cowley, an honefr, but dif .. 
€\'e 

fuj 

fatisfied labouring man, was fitting bythe f; 

fide of the partner of his affection, and t· ,n 

watching theexpiringembers of a turf fire, 
~ 

t 
b, 

his difcontented murmurs were fuddenly a~ 
interrupted by a violent blaze of light, C:1 

which unexpectedly iifued from a neigh .. fta 
bouring cottage, and the misfortune he was 

lamenting of having a uumerous family, 

was threatened to be terminated by the ex .... 

tinction of their exiftence. 

) The flames which raged with alarming 

violence, infl:antly communicated to the 

devoted dw·eHing, and it was with the ut- ti 
moft difficulty the rniferable inhabitants 

could fave the lives of fix healthy children, ed Fi 

all of wJ,om were locked in the arms of ,, 
fleep ,men the fire broke out, r: a 

T11e 



u 

e 

BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 183 

The humane farmer, from wbom Cow-­
ley had long derived the means offupport• 
ing his numerous family, was no fooner · 
made acquainteu with the melancholy 
event, than he flew on the wings of friend­
fhiptothe fpot, foatched up the two young• 
er children in his arms, and defired the af .. 
frighted mother and the remainder to fol­
low him; and after placing them all befide 
a hrgc wood fire, re'turned to the fcene 
of terror and dcfolation, in the hope of re­
fcuing fome part of their property from the 
devouring influence of the raging flames. 

This benevolent intention was com .. 
pletely fruftrated; for, by the time hear• 
rivedatthehumble dwelling, it wasalmoft 
reduced to ailies,aud the difconfolateowner 
of it fiood wrapped in gloomy contempla­
tion, fully convinced there were much fc. 
vcrcr misfortunes than thofe which refult" 
ed from a numerous family. 

"Come, 1Iafter Cowley, cheer up!" 
faid the farmer, at the fame time g1vmg 

R z him 
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him a hearty clap on the fho11lder; " for 
though yon havn't got a pleace o(vonr own 
to put your wife and children, ye fhant 
want a hoJe to flow um in, aslongasJohn Jenkins has got a houfe to cover them!" 

" God blefa your goodnefs, meafter.," replied the unfortunate Cowley, "and re­
ward you for it too-for I never ihall be able!" 

"Well, well," continued tl1e benevo­lent Jenkins, "never talk aboutreu:ards; 
but let us go and fee what is to he done for your poor wife, and all the young ones, for they are all mortally feared, and want a 

body to comfort them, I darefay!-Come, 
man, come along; for we can do no good 
here; but, thank God, it can burn no fur­
der: and it will notftop untilftick andftone 
be down to the very ground, if we ftand gaping here till midnight.,, 

Cheered by the affurance of the farmer's friendfh: p, the ! . .in fortunate man relucl:antly 
retired; and, anxioufly gazing at the 

coufuming 
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coufunAing fiames, he fighed deeply, and 
followed his con<luclor. 

Nothing could be more oppofite than 
the difpofition of the humane Jenkins,and 
his wife; for whilft the heart of the one 
was all kindnef.s and benevolence, that of 
the other was incapable of thofe fenfations .. 

Difpleafure and aftoniihment had been 
fi:rongly excited by the appearance of her 
huiliand, attended by his gueft ; but when, 
immediately after his departure, the un­
happy woman expreffed her apprehenfion 
that another being would be brought into 
the world to become participater in her 
misfortunes, £he inftantly infifteJ upon her 
retiring to the barn, declaring £he ·would 
not have her houfe converted into a 1 yin g­
in hof pita!, to pleafe all the huiliands in 
+i.e world. 

Cowley's misfortunes fecmed now com­
plete: his houfe deftroyed-his children 
half naked-and his wife hurried into a 
premature labour by the unexpected fright 

it 3 ihe 
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fhe had recently experienced !-Frantic he 
:flew to the overfee' of the parifh; and, i11 
the moft pathetic t ms, defcribed the mi• 
fery of his fituation; but before the unfor­
tnnate creature could be removed, fhe be­
came the mother of the hero of thefe me­
moirs. 

Though he was not the firft infant that 
drew its breath in a barn, yet the circum­
ftances which had attended his birth were 
fo peculiarly interefting, that every crra• 
ture in the neighbourhood (i\Irs. Jenkins 
excepted) feemed to feel folicitous for his 
welfare; and as the fire had confumerl the 
clothes that had been prepared for him, 
every body was anxious to fupply him ,vith 
others. 

The repining author of the little George's 
exift:ence (for fo he was named immedi­
ately after his birth) was continualJy grum­
bling at his clrminuti,,e file, and expre:ffing 
a wi{h tl1at he might die in his infancy, 
from an apprchenfion he would never be 
able to Jupport him.felf when a man. 

It 

to 
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It was in vain that the affeclionnte mo­
ther endeavoured to prove the duty of at­
tachment, and tried to engage fome por• 
tion of his tendernefs; for the inhuman fa­
ther beheld him with an eye of coldnefs 
and infenfibility, and confidered him as an 
additional caufc of difficulty and labour. 

The opinion which this felfifh man haJ 
formed, that the child would never be able 
to earn its own fubfiftence,was more than 
probable, in the opinion of thofe who faw 
him ; for he was fo remarkably fmall,and 
fo extremely unhealthy, that he had ab­
folutely attained his fourth year before he 
was able to walk without affiftance. 

Arnongft t.be number of tbef e benevo • 
lent characters who had always felt inte­
reft.ed in the little George's welfare, was a 
g entleman of the name of Sutton, who 
lived about a quarter of a mile from the 
p lace of his birth, and who, from being 
curate of the parifh, had been furnmoned 
to the barn upon that occafion, to 1nake 

him 
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him a chriftian before he extJired; as he ... 
was then thought in·too weak a Hate to 
furvi re more than a few hours. 

This gentleman, who was a great phifi­
ognomift, imagined he perceived traces of 
genius in the boy's countenance ; and 
whenever Cowley grumbled athaving fuch 
a puney child, ufed to fay in a tone of ex,.. 
ultatio7l, " he would become a greater 
man than any of his brothers." 

The idea of a perfeet mite being con .. 
verted into a great man, was ·what the in• 
Juftrious Cowley €ould not comprehend; 
but as he thought it would be highly im­
proper to contradict the parfon' s ajfertfrms, 
he ufed only to reply by an expreffive 
fhake of the h_ead ; or a" God grant your 

b . ht '' 1'everence may e rzg • 
As foon as George was fufficiently ftrong 

to \\·alk backwards and forwards to the 
rectory, without the affiil:ance of his bro­
thers and fifters, n.fr. Sutton offered to 
teach him to read ; and the hope that 

George 
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George might get his bread by his learning, 
reconciled his father to the delicacy of his 
fhape; and the idea that he might one day 
rife to the ele11ated fituation of parifa 
clerk, gave a new turn both to his affec­
tion and his behaviour. 

If :&Ir. Sutton was convinced by the 
lines in George's countenance, that his 
mind was fuperior to the generality of 
boys, he was abfolutely confirmed in this 
opinion by the rapid improvements he 
made under his tuition ; for in lefs than a 
twelvemonth after he had received his in­
ftruction, he could read the moil difficult 
chapter in the Bible and Tefi:ament, and 
became tutor to his elder brothers. 

His mother, who had ah\·ays regarded 
him with the utmoft fondnefs, beheld thefc 
infl:ances of perception and docility with a 
pride natural to her humble fituation, and 
began to look higher than a parijlz clerk, 
for a boy who difplayed fuch forprifing 
abilit~es. By the time George had attained 

his 
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his tenth year, he was perfecll_y maG:er of 
the Latin Gram mar; and fo much gratified 
,\·as :\fr. Sutton by his attention and im­
provenient, that he offered to take him 
,vholly under his protection; and the fa­
ther, delighted at being relieved from all 
expence, joyfully acceded to the propofal, 
finding that though his health was greatly 
improved, it would never be {hong enough 
to enable him to undertake any laborious 

employment. 
This eligible and advantageous fcheme 

excited the envy of our our little hero's flro­
thers, who, exa[ perated at the prof pelt: of 
his becoming a gentlernan, treated him in 
the moft unkind and in.fulling m,mner. 

"'Tis a fine thing indeed, to be born no 
liigger than ajlzrimp," fa:d the elder of the 
boys, as foon as he heard George ,vas to re­
fide at the rectory; " for then folks think 
one notable towork,and forfooth make gen­
tlefolks of them direaly; though, for my 
part, ,v!1ilit I have the ufe of m_v h:.mds to 
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guide the plough, I had rather earn my 
own living, than be obliged to the beit 
pa,:fon in E77gland. " 

This was merely an unkind fneer; for 
Tom happened to be a remarkable lazy boy-> 
and was always endeavouring to find fome 
excufe foridlenefs, though his father wou1cl 
feldom permit him to put it in execution. 

" I amfure, Tom,'' rfJ?lied George, '' I 
liave no greater wi{h to be lazy than you 
have; and when I am at Mr. Sutton's, I 
am never idle one minute ; for I firfr read, 
then I write ; and, after that, go to ac­
com pts-fo I leave you to judge whether 
I am going there mcreJ y to be a gentleman, 
as you call it ;-be:fides, if ever I was to 
be a gentleman, you fhould be fo too ; for 
do you think I would be fo wicketl as to 
keep my money to myfelf?" 

The converfation was here interrupted 
by the entrance of Mr. Sutton, who came 
to fetch his intended companion; and 
though George was fincerely attache<l to 

his 



!Q2 BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS4 

his generous benefaetor, he could not bear 
the idea of being feparated from his famil .Y, 
without their being upon terms of friend .. 
£hip with him; and with tears in his eyes, 
he befought Tom to vi£t him frequently. 

u \Vhy, one would imagine," faid 1Ir. 
Sutton, patting George upon the head, " I 
was going to tranfport you to the Eafl: 
Indies, you take leave of your brothers 
with fuch a forrowful countenance:­
" but," continued he, foftening his tone of 
voice, and looking at his young friend 
with an eye of tenderncfs, "I do not mean 
to check thofe natural impreffions of fra .. 
ternal affection ; on the contrary it gives 
me pleafure to behold them; for the heart 
wh :ch is incapable of being attracted by 
the ties of nature, muft he cold and apathe­
tic to the claims of friendjhip. " 

Immediately upon George's eil:ablifh• 
ment at the recrory, his whole appearance 
underwent a fud<lcn transformation-h ~:; 
nailedilioes and coarfe yarn_hofe were in! · 

mediately 
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mediately exchanged for ihining pumps, 
and cotton ftockings-his leather jacket 
and woollen cap, for a blue coat and 
round hat; and, in ihort, his whole per• · 
fon was f o totally changed, that even bis 
parents could fcarcel y recognize him. 

This alteration, fo much in George's fa .. 
vour, ex:cited in his hofom neither vanity 
or pride; and whenever he was led to ob• 
ferve the change, it was onl_v to regret that 
the fituation of his brothers was lefs for 4 

tunate 3nd coinfortable than his own. 
Though Mr. Sutton was merely curate 

of Ditton, he had a very good living ia 
the fenn y part of Lincolnfhire, which he 
was only prevented rending at by an afth .. 
matic complaint upon his lun~~; and, in 
addition to this competent income, he had 
a fmall paternal eCl:atc, which probably 
amounted to two hundred a year. 

Without children of his own, or any 
12ear relations, 1Ir. Sutton felt himfelf at 
liberty to dif pofe of this fortune in what .. 

ever 
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ever manner he thought proper ; and as 
each day difplayed fume new inftance of 
George's merit, he openly avowed his in­
tention of making him his heir, and ex• 
preffed a fletermin ation of fending him to 
the uni verfitJ·. 

This intention was foon circulated, and 
at length reached the e~rs of a <liftant 
branch of the family, who had felt fecure 
of poifeffing the fortune he now heard 
deftined for our youthful hero. Alarmed 
at the profpect of being deprived, by a 
ihauger, of an inheritance to which he 
fancied bimfelf entitled. +lie felfi{h man 
infta1~tl y refol ved to vifit his relation, and 
endeavour, Ly artful infinuation, or open 
oppofition, to lower the credit of the 
ufurping favourite. 

Tnough no kind of intercourfe had for 
feveral years taken place between lvir. Sut .. 
ton and this defigning man, he poifeffed 
too large a portion of genuine chriftianity 
not to feel fome degree of fatisfaction at 

the 
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the profpecl of being upon terms of friend-
1hip with his nearcfr relation ; and ,vhen 
the letter arrived, exprefiing an intentiou 
of fpending a fortnight durine.; the !hooting 
feafon, at the rcll:ory, he anfwered it \,·ith 
all the warmth of an ingenuous mind, de­
claring that no circumH:ancc could han! 
affor ·"j 11im more real gratification. 

A being who c0uld be c~pable of form~ 
ing a preineditatecl plan to iujnre the prof ... 
peds of an nnoffending friendlefs chilcl, 
mutt, of courfl~, be very unfit for the uf ... 
ficc of pr(>ceptor to his own; and his elder 
fon Charles, though only fourte ~n, was as 
complete an adept in t:1c art of deception, 
as the moft tiniihcd hypocrite of forty~ 
four. 

This boy ,._ •fr. '\Villiam Sutton rcfolved ., 

fhonld ,accompany him in his vi fit to the 
rer:l:ory, COdceiving the beauty of his per­
fon-the a{Fability of his manner.;-and 
the pliancy of his ditpofition, would ren• 

s ~ dtr 
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der him a de!irable agent in the executio11 
of his defigns. 

The worthy reclor received his gueG:s 
with all that warmth of hofpitality natural 
to his characler, and feemed to feel addi­
tional fatisfaclion in the unexpected foci• 
ety of his young relation. 

The ingenuous franknefs of George's 
difpofition, rendered him incapable of dif­
covering the low petty .cunning of his 
young companion's mind: and, with all 
the opennefs of unfuf picious confidence., 
he difclofed fome trifling indifcretions 
which he had carefully concealed from the 
knowledge of his patron. 

The ill confequences of this injudicious 
proceeding, our young hero foon expe­
rienced; for failings which, in themfelves 
were mere trffies, under false reprefenta u 

tion and exaggerated colouri11g, appeared 
faults of great magnitude, and created a 
total alteration in Mr. Sutton's conducl. 

Elated 
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Elated atthe fuccefs wh:ch had attended 
his fcheme, l\Ir. William Sutton doubled 
his affiduities to his unfuf picious relatio.1, 
whilfr Charles, by thefe minute attentions 
which at once gratify and plcafe, imper­
ceptibly undermintled poor George's inte• 
reiL 

It w2s not to be f uppofed that George 
\Y;is negligent in attention, or deficient in 
ref pelt to his generous benefactor: on the 
contrary, few- things gave hi1n fo much fa­
ti:,faclion as the being able to render him ... 
felf ufeful to one to whom he was fo in­
fin:tcl J ob1 iged ; but he lvas unacquainted 
with that refined art of difiimulation in 
which Charles had been inftrucled, "'hich, 
under pretence of itudying the happinefs 
of another, feeks only to eilabli{h its own 
interei1: and ach·antage. 

N otwithftanding the vifible decrcafe in 
l\lr. Sutton's rebard, he ftill felt a lively 
intereft in the welfare of his protegee; but 
a circumftance foon occurred, which en .. 

s 3 tirely 
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tirely deihoyed this prepoffeffion, and ba­
ni!hed the unfortunate boy from an abode 
in which he had paffed fo many years of 
happinefs. 

A favourite houfekeeper, who had re­
fided fome years with Mr. Sutton previous 
to his adopting the little ruftic, fancied her 
own intereft would be injured by his intro-

, duclion into the family; and, in confe­
quence of this opinion, always beheld him 
with an eye of envy. 

This diflike, though both unjuft and 
ungenerous, was foon obferved to the 
difcriminating ifr. William Sutton, who, 
\\'ith an excefs of meannefs which could 
only de equalled by the illiberality of his 
deGgns, in treated the houfekeeper• s affift .. 
ance in the execution of them. 

Few propofals could have been more 
congenial to the feelings of this intereCT:ed 
woman, than that which was made by :J\,Ir. 
Sutton; and, as it was ftrengthened by a 
prefent of a two pound notc,as an earnefr 

of 



BIOGRAPHY FOR BOYS. 199 

of favour, ihe pro mi fed her ailiftance not 
only from an impulfe of private pique, 
but from an expelcation of future reward. 

Though Charles was endeavouring to 
dcihoy his young companion's intereft 
with his worthy benefalcor, he infidioufl y 
acted with the ntmoft appearanceofcordia-­
lity towards himfelf, and inCtigated him to 
be revenged upon i\[rs. Thomas( which was 
the houfekeeper's name ) for her fpiteful 
condnlc in having told }Ir. Sutton of fome 
boyiih trid.~ they had beed jointly guilty 
of. 

Revenge ,vas a paffion to which the ge­
nem,1s bofom of George Cowley was a 
total H:ranger; yet he enjoyed thofe little 
boyi{h tricks that rather fpring from a 
Ii Yel y i rnagination than a corrupted heart ; 
and ]vf rs. Thomai was a perfon on whom 
h e was very fond of exercifing them, as 
he r conduce tO\-r;·ards him had always been 
both ill- .1za tured and illiberal. 

As 
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As it was generally believed Mr. Sut­
ton's houfekeeper had faved a good deal of 
mone_y in Lis fervice, though her perfon 
,va: as completely deformed as her mind, 
ihe was thought to poifefs fofficient charms 
to attract the hearts of no lefs than three 
different admirers, viz. the butcher, baker, 
and parifh clerk; the latter of whom was 
the favoured layer, and ufe<l to meet her 
moft evenings at a back door, ar the ex .. 
tremity of a narrow lane, ·which Jed into 
a {hrubbery, that belonged to the lord of 
the manor, and of which l\Ir. Sntton h:,ll 
a key. 

As George fo0n difco\-ered that a loud 
whifrle w:1s the fignal of this attached 
fwain' s arrival, he ufed to anmfe himfelf 
by imitating the welI-known found, and 
run away from the fp.::it Lefore the lady 
could reach it, to prevent her from <lit--_ 
covering the author of lier <lifappointment. 
This fcheme the boys had practifed once 
or twice with very great fuccefs, when 

Charles 
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Charles prupofed increafing their f1rn, by 
faH:ening a cord acrofs the lane in a man­
ner that would occaGon the poor woman 
to fall, and then placing a pan full of water 
in fuch a fituation as would be moft likely 
to receive her head and face. George was 
at tirft delighted with the propofal, but a 
few moments reflecl:ion convinced him, 
that the execution of it might not only be 
attended with difirace to lzimfalJ: but 
with danger to the objea of his a·verjion, 
and he ftrenuoufiy reiifted all perfuafion. 

A:, this was a fcheme which Charles hacl 
imagined would certainly infure his rival's 
ruin, he was greatly mortified at finding 
him oppofe it; but determined not to 
forego his iniquitous de!ign, he refolved 
to facrifice truth as well as principle, 
and to accufe him of a crime of which he 
'\Vas not only innocent, but averfe ! Thus 
refolved to perpetrate a deed which was 
not only d /graceful, but inhuman, he 
eaiily contrived to arrange every thing in 

the 
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the proper order for the practice; and ac­
cordingly, as foon as evening approached, 
the water was placed, the cord faftened, 
and he entered the library where the unfuf­
picious Charles was completing the after• 
noon tafk he had received from his benc-­
fa2:or, with a5 much compofure of coun­
tenance as if he had been performing the 
mofi: meritorious action. 

" "'\Vell, George (faid he), are we not 
to have a little fun with the old girl? 
-\Vhere is your whijlle .P-Come get it 
.my lad, and do notfi.t dreaming over that 
old mufryfollow Horace any longer." 

"I havejufr done (repliecl the unfuf .. 
picious boy), but I faw Mr. Sutton and 
your father walk through the church-yard 
a little time ago, fo I fear we fuall be 
found out, and I am fore we fhould never 
be forgiven, for ihe is fuch a fav@urite." 

" Come along, coward ( exclaimed the 
hypocrite), what fuould we fear .~ and, 
befides, what great harm is there in what 

'\":e 
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we do, even if we are found out? I am 
f ure my father would only laugh at it, and 
Mr. Sutton could not be difpleafed when 
we had fuch an able champion?'' 

Th11s urged to the profecution of a plan 
which ended in ruin, the unfortunate boy 
infrantly complied,andopening the draw• 
er of his writing deik, took from thence a 
little tin whifrle, repaired to the fpot, and 
gave the accufromed :fignal. 

The clofing of the kitchen door, which 
fhut very loud, had always been the fign 
for the boys to depart, and the moment 
they heard it on the fatal evening, they 
flew from the place of concealment,fcram• 
bled over the fhrubbery gate, and inil:antly 
encountered the old gentleman. 

"\Vhence all this hurry, George?" faid 
1\-fr. Sutton, in a tone of difpleafure and 
aftonifhment, " and why bave you pre­
fumed i.o enter l\1r. Bedford's pleafure 
grounds without my pe:rmifilon ?'' 

H Sir 
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'' Sir-Sir, I-I did not mean to offend 
~fr. Bedford!"-" You did not mean to 
~ffe11d Mr. Bedford!" faid 11r. Sutton, 
in a ftill more angry tone of voice, " but 
you have ~!fended me, and I infift upor1 
knowing the cau.fe of all this agitation. 
which convinces me you have been guilty 
either of fame paltry, or difgraceful ac-­
tion ! ,, 

The converfation was fuddenl y inter-­
rupted by a loud and violent fcream, which 
feemed to proceed from the fpot the boys 
had juft quitted. 

"' Gracious powers, ·what do I hear ! 
{exclaimed Mr. Sutton) and darting for .. 
ward, unlocked the gate, and beheld a 
:fight which filled his bofom with terror, 
grief, and amazement! The unfortunate 
houfekeeper was lying flat upon her face, 
whilft the blood was !heaming cop:ouily 
from an immenfe \\'Otmd in her forehead, 
which had been cut by the edge of the 
pan, againft which ihe had fallen, whil{l 
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the cord, which had been the occafion of 
the accident, remained as a ihiking proof 
of the mali~e of the difzgn. 

Mr. Sutton, without fpeaking a word, 
darted a look of fury and refentment a­
gainfi: the unoffending objecc of his anger, 
and at the fame time raifed the bleeding 
favourite in his arms. 

" I would not have had you done it,'' 
faid the adept in artifice, addreiling hirn­
felfin a low tone to his companion, yet, 
at the fame time, loud enough for J\1r. Sut­
ton to hear him.-" It is as I fnfpec1:ed 
then," faid ~ir. Sutton, " and to indulge 
an inhuman prejudice, this unhappy crea­
ture's life, I fear, is facrificed ! 

"Fly for a furgeon, Charles," conti­
nue.I Mr. Sutton, "and as to you, iu­
human as you are, never let my ej es be­
hold you more !:_Away, nor e'er attempt 
to difobey my orders ! " 

The unhappy boy threw himfelf on hi. 
knees, caught Mr. Sutton by the ikirt of 

T 
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his coat, and, in the ftrongeG: terms, pro­
tefted his innocence of the crime alledged 
againft hi:n, but avowed the part he had 
acted, intreated forgivenefs, and conjured 
his benefactor neither to let prejudice or 
injuftice prevail againft him ; but alas ! 
without effect, lvlr. Sutton remained in­
flexible, and his defi.gning relation, 
ffrengthened by the moil: perfuafi.ve argu­
ment, a difiike which feemed but too 
firmly rooted. 

The unfortunate George, thus driven 
from an abode where he had paffed ten 
years of his life in an uninterrupted ilate 
of happinefs, was under the neceffity of 
retiring to the humble d,,·elling of his pa .. 
rents, loaded with fhame, forrow, and 
difappointment ! His father, who nad ne• 
ver felt the affecl:ion of a parent for him, 
fully believed the tale that had been fabri-­
cated againfr him, received him with the 
mofr bitter reproaches, and fevere accufa ... 
tions, and his brothers., who had always 
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en.vied his good fortune, treated him with 
the mofr mortifying coldnefs and infult. 
ing cruelty. 

It was impoffible, that a mind of fen!i• 
bility could fupport the inhumanity of 
this behaviour, and par;icularly one which 
fo little deferved it: for during the whole 
ten years George had refided at the rec 4 

tory, he had never one day omitted vifit .. 
ing his parents, and !haring, with tbe1n 
and his brothers, that money which the 
generofity of his patron intended for hii. 
own indulgencies. He accordingly arofe 
at day-light, the follm.~·ing morning, re .. 
folving to attempt to foften the refcntment 
of his benefactor, and endeayour to re­
inftate himfelf in the good opinion of one 
whom he loved, venerated, and admired: 
but alas! his enemies had too far prevailed 
againft him, for him to he able to e{bbli!h 
his own innocence ; and ~Jr. Sutton, afrer 
giving him, a ten pound note, advifed him 
to offer his aili.ftance to a clergyman who 

T 2 kept 
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kept an academy about fifteen miles dis­
tance, and expreifed a <lefire of never 
feeing him again. 

'\,Vith a heart oppreffed with farrow, and 
a mind labouring under difappointment, 
the unfortunate object of l\fr. Sutton's re­
fentment, bent his frep. towards the fpot 
his patron had direeted, and fortunately 
arrived at the feminary at a moment when 
the mafter was in want of an affiftant, 
who, in fpite of his youth and inexperi­
ence, was refolved to engage him in that 
capacity, as the anfwers he gave to the 
queftions which were put to him, con• 
vinced him that his knowledge was much 
fuperior to his years. 

Though time, in fome degree, recon .. 
ciled him to the feverity of his misfortune, 
it could not make him ceafe regretting 
the lofaofl.lis benefactor's fricndfhip; and, 
though he foon obtained the efteem of his 
employer, and the affection of the Lo ys, 
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he :fighed at the remembrance of paft 
felicity. 

Amongfi: the number of lads who were 
partial to their youthful infhuc1:or, was 
one of the name of Lumley, who was fo 
extremely partial to George's fociety, that 
he entire ls gave up all former amufemcnts, 
and fpent thofe hours which he had been 
accufromed to devote to boyiili pleafures, 
in cultivating his friendfhip, and profiting 
by his information. 

SirThomas, whofoon perceived the ad-­
vantage:; his fon had derived fro1n the im• 
proving converfation of his young tutor, 
immediately font him apreffiug invitation 
to pafs the enf uing vacation at the abbey, 
and became fo warmly interefred in his 
welfare, that he refolved to defray his ex­
pences at the univerfity, to prevent the 
neceffity of his fon being feparated from a 
friend fo able b counfel, and fo compe­
tent to ad Yife. 

'I 3 
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His attention to frudy, his promotion of 

regularity, and his zeal for the welfare of 

his young ft-iend, infured hi11:1 the appro• 

bation of all the heads of the college; and 

it was difficult to determine whether he 

was mofr admired as afalzolar, loved as 

a companion, or ejleemed as a man ! The 

knowledge he had obtained of different 

frates and kingdoms, aftonifhed thofe who 

were much older than himfelf, and induced 

Sir Thomas to propofe him as a travelling 

tutor io his fon, during his intended tour 

through Europe. 

A propofal fo flattering, was of courfe., 

joyfully accepted; and the two young men 

commenced their journey, determining to 

profit by every new obfervation. Three 

years elapfed in this delightful employ­

ment, when the travellers returned, in• 

formed in mind, improYed in manners, 

and ftrengthened in friendilii p and affec ... 

tion. 
Though 

. 
•aj 
ton 
Ill 
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Though George had determined never 
to return to the fcene of juvenile felicity, 
unlefs recalled by the revived regard of 
his valuedfriendandpatron,hewas neither 
unmindful of his parents' intereft, or his 
brother's welfare; and the moment he was 
engaged as a tutor to his young friend, he 
fettled half the falary upon his unaffecli­
onate father,who wasthenconvinced that, 
inftead of repining at the birth of a jickly 
child, he ought to have been grateful to 
heaven for fending him fuch a treafure._ 
A hundred a year to a man like Cowley, 
was abfolutely confidered as a princely 
fortune, and the humble cottage was im­
mediate! y exchanged for a comfortable 
farm, where the induftrious inhabitants 
pafl'ed their days in an uninterrupted fcene 
of domefric happinefs. 

Soon after the departure of the much 
injured George, the infiduous Mr. Sut• 
ton perfuaded his too credulous relation to 
make a will in favor of hii fasorite. fan; 

1n 
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' 
in which regueft he was urgently joined 
by the deluded Mrs. Thomas, who foon 
recovered from the wound fhe had re­
ceived, and became his firm friend and 
ad,·ocate. 

The defired will was no fooner com­
pleted, than the objeet in whofe favor it 
was fo ftrongly penned, was fuddenly 
feized with a putrid fever, and expired in 
lefa than four days. This vifitation, which 
feemed like a judgment from heaven, 
made a !hong impreffion upon the un­
happy father's n~ir~d, and in the firft 
paroxifm of grief, he refolved to confefs 
the iniquity of his proceedings, and re­
ftore the unfortunate boy to his patron's 
favor. Bnt time, which blunts the edge 
of affiicl:ion, likewife decreafed the im­
preffion of contrition; and on the prof­
peel of inheriting an ufurped fortune, he 
foon forgot the means by which it had 
been attained. Upon George's return, 
after a three years abfence., a_ letter from 

hii 
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his father informed him of his pah·on' s 

illnefs, and no longer able to deny him- , 

felf the pleafure of feeing the friend of his 

juvenile years, he ordered his horfes. 

and ro1le pofr to the rectory. 

Time and abfence had fo completely 

altered and improved his perfon, that Mr. 

"\Villiam Sutton, who at that m01nent 

was ftanding at the gate had not the 

flighteft recollection of it ; but, feeing an 

elegant looking young clergyman, at• 

tended by a fervant in livery, alight, he 

accofted him with that politenefs due to 

his appearanre, and begged to know by 

what name he was to have the honour of 

11,nnouncin~ him to his relation. 

" I will have the happinefs of an­

nomzcing mJfelf, '' faid the indignant 

young man, darting at him a look of un­

concernable contempt, " for if I am in­

troduced under l\tir. Sutton's aufpices, the 

recommendation I fear would not be very 

advantageo~,s " So faying, he darted 
forward, 
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forward, fprang up frairs, and was by the 
invalid,s bed-fide, before the afrrini!hcd 
man could recover from his furprife. 

" ).fy much love<l frien<l ! my generous 
benefactor ! ,, faid the acritated amiable ,::, 

George," do you not know-can Jrou not 
recollecl the being whom your humanity 
fo nobly raifed from poYerty to affiuencc? 
Oh, fay," continued he, "that my pre­
fence is not hatejul, and I am bleft 
indeed!,, 

"?vfy boy! m.r injmed boy! (feebly 
articulated the dying man) and do I live 
to fee you once again !-Oh joy !-excefs 
of joy !-yes, I have heard how fadly you 
were ufed ! but ill-got wealth, you know 
could never thrive ; and Sutton this day 
owneJ he\\. ifhed not to poifef., it." 

This little exertion was too much for 
the debili tatcd frame of the \'euerable man 
to fopport, and throwing his arms round 
the neck of the agitated George, he faintly 
1ighecl " I'm happy,'' and expired, 

By 

te 
th 
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sa:xw • _ 

By the d<'ath of this worthy character, 
George found himfelf in poifeilion of a 
fortune of near fi.ye hundred a year : and 
by the generofity or· Sir Thomas Lumley !I 

he was prefented with a living of nearly 
the fame value. This was but a prelude 
to his future greatnefs, for SirThom3s was 
very foon called to the houfe of peers, and 
put in one of the fir.CT: pofts in adminiftra­
tion: when his fi.rft obj eel was to provide 
in the moft ample manner for the pre­
ceptor of his fon, ,vho, from being born 
in one of the loweG: fituations, by his 
virtues and abilitie;;, elevated himfelf to 
one of the tirft ftations in the church of 
England. 

In this refpectable and exalted fituation 
he behaved with that modefl: dignity and 
unaifuming gentlenefs;which is truly ex• 
preilive of real gru1,t,1efs of mind ; and, 
a ft.er providing in the moil: liberal manner 
for all his family, was united to a young 
lady of exquifite beauty and fuperior meritJ> 

with 
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with whom he lived twenty-five years in 
the utmoft harmony and domefl:ic tender­
nefs, and was interred in the cathedral 
over which he prefided, in the fixty-third 
year of his age, with the following lines 
engraven on his tomb;-

From humb!P. birth and lowly lbte 
This noble prelate came, 

Virtue alone make mortals great
1 

And dignifies their nan1e ! 

Gtorge Co,wley, Ob, Jan, 1799, .IE, 63 

Priilted by J. Bon(or, Sallfbury Square, 1800. 
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