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THE PEDL-~RS . 

An irksome drudgery seems it; to plod' on 

Thro' dusty ways, in ~toqn, from door to door, ' 

An bumb!c merchant, bent hcneaU1 his lu:id ! 

Yet do st!ch (ra\'ellers fi111l tteir o"\';~ delight; 

And their lnnl senice gains merited respect. 
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THE PEDLARS. 

ScE'l"E, a.fine morning in 11lay. The high road leading tl,rouglt a ri<:!t and fertile coun
t,:11. A .kw cabins here and there alongside, tlte inmates of which apparently are not yet stirring, the doors being still dosed, and no one in :;ight .. 

DIALOGUE I. 

THE DEPARTURE FROl\I HO::\IB. 

Darby Brar!.'!, and his son Pal. 

Darb.If. Here is a fine morning, Pat, for beginning our journey. Sec how heautifully thP- !-Un i.:; rising from behind 11axe's bill. 
Pat. And, father, listen to the lark, how sweetly he sings, tbougb ho is so high up nowthat we can hardly sPe him. 
Darby. Is that box sitting easy on your 

back ?-I wi ... b yon would l~t me carry it for "- while at least. 
n 
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Pat. Do you Lbinl,. J wuulJ Id yon eorry 

the pedlar's box, and I, u stron 6, ,;lwjlping 

boy, walk swaggering by your s1.te? \Yhy, 

father, I should be ready to d r()P wi.h ~hame 

at sight of every body that met u~. 

Darb!J, B,1t it is too early now to expect 

any body to meet us; the little w,JoJcn clJck 

struck four ju~t as we closed tht• dnor comin6 

out. Give mo tl1e box for a 1v\'hi!c, and ) ou 

will be better ulile to carry it when the day 

rises, for you will find it hf,avy enough then. 

Pat. Do not ask it, Father, I coulJ not 

h~ar to see yoll bending nndcr such a load, if 

no one ever :Jwt us to make remark:; on it.

Many a long ye::tr yon have tnnelleJ with 

this box on you h.1cl,., al01w and in h:ir l--liip, 

from cold a!1 l beat, thro 1gli lor r::;o 11 0 r1>uds 

and d;rnJeron-, iilact.. s, unJ all t0 s1q p Jrt un,l 

school 11,;, so that it i-; high tinH! for yuu to 

take your rc~t, nml ,eltle tl0wn f,ir tbc r~1n ain

dcr c·f your life UjlOll yonr little hit of la:ul 

·with my poor motlwr ;-olten her heart ached 

for yon, ,dwn :-;ho Lli011glit yon were gro ·.viug 

too feeble for suelt jonrn(•ys. \\~itb yuur con

sent, therefore, I v. ill t:...ko my turn •.'.'it 1 tlic 

1rnck. I am ninr;tcen, yon knO\\', and strong; 

auJ. hc.uty, und when you take i. e au1ung 

your customers, uncl tl1e people kno,._. 1 am 

''our son l exl)ect llwv \\ ill not b;""! 1,ae:,·.rn.r,i 
.r , c ' 
t'o deal with me for your ~al·e. It is well 

kuowr .. \\ lial hor,C;~t gooJ:; you kept, and tliat 
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you asked but the one pri00, so that I ha\'O 
only to follow your example, and with the 
Divine bles:5ing I shall succeed. 

Darby. Keep to that, Pat, and do not he 
affronted when you are offereJ the half of 
what you ask; f~r some peo1,lc have a notion 
that it is the way to deai with peulars, and it 
was a pity that any one ever gave the'.n rea on 
to +hink so. I am glad yon took n. hkin5 to 
follow my old bnsines", for Tom and I can 
ma.nap;~ the lanJ well enough, and your mo
ther and Kitty are rery clever within doors, 
and mnke the mo~t of e\cry thing about the 
farm. I earned all [ have in the world by 
that little box; [ bm e a lo\'e for it, and I 
})Ope it will do well for you ; and, under the 
Divine Llc<-. ing, as } ou ::; ::i.id, l ha, e no doubt 
but you \\ ill thri\ c - that is, pwrit.lcd you 
kr.~p s 1bcr and ~tea<ly, and strive to live in ~lie fear uf GOD. 

J>at If l do not thrive, it will be my owu 
fault, for yon and my motlwr taugh_t me wbat 
was right, and gaic me good advice, and, 
wliat wa:; a great deal better, set me a good. 
cxample.-Ali, L.1Lher, 1 baYe lost the sight 
o f our liLtlc place now-my poor mother, 
Kitty, T om, and the children, and my cor
dial go ou neighbour!-, it will be a long time 
til1 l sec you agarn . . 
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DARBY BHAD"i, the elder of the two travel
lers, to w horn the reader bus been introduced 
in the preceding dialogue, was one of those 
itinerant merchants known by the name of 
pedlars. He was born of very poor, Lnt ho
nest parents, who having committed the fault 
of an early and precipitate marriage, bad en
tailed poverty on themselves for life. They 
were soon sensible of the imprudence of the 
step tbry had taken, and, as their family in~ 
creased, became more and more convinced 
of it. They never, however, upbra ided each 
other, though they secretly regretted not 
having waited till their joint earnings were 
sufficient for beginning the world with some 
prospect of indcpcn dence. Independ0nt, how
ever, they were, for they kept clear of dP.bt, re
solving never to encroach upon the earnings of 
any other per~on; and this guined them respect 
and confidence. The privations and hardships 
er.hich they endureJ, were borne patiently, yet 
they were hard to bear. Piety, anc mutual af
fection sweetened the cup, which, without these 
i1wredients, would have been a bitter one. They 

0 • 

lost their first three children ere thry had 
reached the age of twelve, and before Darby's 
birth were childless. \Ye may well suppose, 
therefore, how thankful they were to Provi
dence, for permitting them again to taste the 
Jove and joy of a parent, ancl the delight with 
VI' hich th~y gazed on tlieir boy. They had 
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nothing of this world's goods to give him, liut 
W<'Te anxious to enrich his mind with whut 
was of more value even than learning, w bich 
it seemed out of their power t0 procure for 
him. They were themselves untaught, and 
could they have afforded to send him to one of 
those hedge schools, where the poor then re
ceived instruction, thf'y had objections to the 
associates to whom it might introd11ce him, 
Bor could they, even unlettered as they were, 
approve of that mode of teaching. Darby ac
companied bis father to the field, and was em
ployed in ta ks suited to his strength, increasing 
in vigour of mind and body, by his father's 
instructions and example; but every book was 
a sealed book to him. ] I ow kind is Provi
dence in watching over us-how merciful to 
our wants! The activity and inte11igence of 
the child attracted the attention of a young 
man, who was steward to a neighbouring gen
tloman ; he respected the father's diligence 
and bone ty, and finding that the boy had 
received no literary instruction, kindly offered 
to pay two-pence per week for his schooling, 
provided be was sent to the village school 
every ev-ening-a proposal wl1ich was grato. 
fully received. LiLL!e Darby was alway~ 
punctual in his attendance; and ns his mind 
had been previou ly cultivatP.d for receiving 
the seeds of learniog, the school-ma ter who 
had the task of teacbrng him, found it a 

l3 2 
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pkasant one. Spelling and reading were soon 
acquirrd, and ho learned writing and arith
metic so quickly, that after two years instruc
tion, bis friend tbe steward cast about in bis 
mind bow he might further serve him. He 
had a sister, whose hnsband. was a shop
keeper in the adjoining town, and to him he 
recommended the lad as au apprentice, ferling 
assured that he was competent for tbe place, 
and would acquit himself in it with integrity 
as well as punctuality. Such unexpected good 
fortune called forth the most grateful acknow
ledgments from Darby and his parents; but 
when tbc former learned that he was to board 
in the house of his intended master, filial 
affection rose superior to other feelings, and 
he modestly inquired whether he might be 
admitted as a day apprentice, and receive a 
small salary-he bad imbibed from his parents 
those habits of calculation which they found 
so essential; and he calculated on the mu
tual comfort of thus avoiding a total sepa
ration from them, as well as on the addition 
·which bis salary would bring to their slender 
means of living. His friends perceived bis 
motive for this inquiry, and granted his re
quest to diet and lodge with l1is parents, al• 
lowing him wages, and knowin~ that the 
conduct and conversation of liis father and 
mother won1d tend to strengthen his mind, 
and encourage him to act uprightly. 8t.rict 
1wnctualiLy in the hours of attendance ~as 
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rrquir0d of bi.n; and tLis lie ncvc•r foiled_ in 

<lnrincr the tNlll of liis apprPnticeship, snrvrng 
C 

• I 
his rna,.;ler with fid('litr, and leaving him wit 1 

tbc lwst of characters~ 1t \Vac; about tliis time 

the ,-\l1uiu\itv's will that lie shon1d lose both 

lrn: parc~uts. "1 t niny be saiJ to bavc been his first 

afrliction·; b!tt it was !)0 ovNpowcring, that 

bis friends, fearful of tl..ic effects of grief on 

hi. 110altb, recommended him change of scene, 

and adive oecupation, as the best mPans, ne.xt 

to religion, of diverting his mc1anclio1y. Ac

cording to tl1cir advice, Darby sold the cabin 

and its furnitmc, pnrclrn.sed a box, furnished 

with such urticles as were most in demand, 

and promi~·cd a ready sale, and bect,mn a tra

Hlling pedlar. Ile !Ja.d already acquirrd that 

knowledge of the value ol' good1,, wbich, 

combined wilh the adviee of bis friends en

abled him to lay tbcru in on tho be . .;t terms; 

his prufitr.; were· moderate, he was at a word 

in bis ,lealing:-; and avoided wasting liis own 

time or the time of others in liiggling. Ho

n<'~iy. induc;try, and frngality were tho ']_Ua.

Ntins he practised, a1Jd the result, under Pro

vidence, was bi. succf'ss. In time be f'-xtenc.lcd 

his jonrn,cys to \ery remote parts of Ireland, 

hes.ring nvNy \.vhcre such a chamctcr for in

kgrity, that hi~ v.'nrcs were al ways preferred, 

and ·his c11 ·tomers dcpr,11ded more upon his 

judgment than their own. to ch.nse ·what \•,ould 

suit them. To gire an idea of bis character in 
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one sentence :-ho made no differ~nce arnong~t 
his customers; die. simplicity of n cliiltl, or 
the ignorance of an itleot might ham been 
trusted to make a purchase from him, and the 
result has been mentioned-he bad as much bu
siness as heeould undertake-and he pro:;pered; 
proving to every one w bo prefers tbc slippery 
paths of fraud and over-reaching, that, even 
in things belonging to this life, 

" HOXESTY IS TilE BEST POLICY.'' 

A higher motive, howernr, influenced Darby's 
couduct, more than ~ny 6ood which th8 pros
perity of this world could afford. IJ e looked be
yond this to another state of heing, and to tbat 
})lace of rest and peace, v"11ereinto nothing im
pure can enter. He looked to the case of his own 
mind. The trials which fall out in the ordering 
of Providence, he could endure patiently; but 
he would have found the reproofs of his consci
ence bard to bear, if he had incurred them. 
A few simple lines, which he often repc>:itcd 
to himself, and taught bis cLildren to repent, 
deserve to be recorded, for the reader's in
i;truction: 

A conscience clear is like a wall of brass. 
That doth not shake witb cv'ry 5hot that J1it1i, 

Ev'n so thereby our li~es we 411ict pa'-s, • 
\Yhcn guilty minds nre rack' d with foarfol fits; 
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Then keep thee pure, and soil thee not with sin, 
For after guilt thine in ,..vard griefs begin. 

This circumspection, founded as it was. 
upon religion, strengthened him, not only to 
resist greater temptations, but also to with
:;tand the starts of temper which are too often 
awakened by an intercourse with the world, 
and with our own families; and though at this 
period of his life the Divine blessing had given 
him the mastery over himself, it must be con
fessed, that at his first setting out in life ho 
was frequently ruffieJ, and sometimes angry 
(though it never lasted,) at the little crosses 
which occur to every one,and which it is our duty 
to bear patiently. This dominion over angry 
and resentful feelings was attended with another 
goodeffect,it taught him to bear with the infirmi
ties of other ·,and enabled him to walk before his 
children with the straight steps of an exem
plary man. But had Le felt exultation arise 
in his mind at the success of those endeavours, 
and thus lost the sheet-anchor of humility, in 
spite of outward appearances, he might have 
been a cast-away. This Wab not his case ; he 
looked upon himself as an unprofitable ser\'ant, 
and depending on no merits of hi.:,; own, threw 
himself upon the mercies of his Creator and 
his Judge. 

Seldom have you met ,,:itb a happior family 
than Darby Brady's; interrupted, bowev<'r, 

B3 
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when he left them, to undertake those long 
journeys which caused them anxiety; but when 
he returned, and the smile of the husband 
and father shone again upon his dwelling, 
every cloud seemed dispersed, and he delighted 
to discover and commend any little improve
ment which had been made in his ab ·ence; 
the least work of the smallest child was not 
pa<:sed by unnoticed. This made them delight 
in keeping every thing in order, and in doing 
their best to please him who was so wiJling to 
be pleased. Cheerful him~Plf, and encourag
ing cheerfulness in others, he said it was a sin 
and a shame for peopie to behave as if they 
were thrusting pins into each other, by tho 
indulgence of ill-humour; that we should 
consider how sbf,rt a time this lifr will last, 
how full of troubles w·bicb we could not avert, 
and how much it became u- to shun every 
thing wh ich would increase their nurube~. 
Good humour, said Darby, contributes to our 
}rnppiness; and be loved to sf'e a smile on 
every face; he disliked, however, loud laugh
ter, ·wbicb, he said, was no proof of good
temper or happiness, for he had known those 
who seemed all spirits, and full of jokes nt 
some times, at others sink into dejection or 
peevishness, ready enough to hang up their 
fiddles at home : a saying applied to those 
who are not so pleasant in their own families 
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ns elsewliere. He dis1ikcc1 to hear of a wild 
yourw man, and was afraid the term u:z'cked 
• 0 

lllight soon be applied to those thoughtless 
followl.-l, who, disregarding order and decency, 
soon begin to glory in their sbame. \Vith such 
lie would not a11ow bis children to keep com
pany. He dreaded the effeet of loose conver
sation on young minds, and strove to prevent 
their hearing improper words, or reading idle 
books, and by making lwme the centre of 
comfort, to attract them tbcr~ in preference to 
other places, without letting them or his neigh
bours suppose that he looked upon bimse1f and 
his family as if they were better than other 
people. And because he and his were never 
known to tattle, or pry joto what did not con
cern them, but we1e always ready to do o. 
good turn, kind to the young, and respectful 
to the old, tliey WNO generally beloved and 
esteemed. Though Darby was a man of strict 
sincerity, he did not believe that sincerity au
thorised rudeness, and was sorry to see worthy 
person.., so mistaken as to pride themselves on 
their bluntness. as if it was an appendage of 
!tonesiy. Oarl>y was bumble and kind-hearted, 
antl of course courteous; antl as every virtue 
hrinµ;s its own reward, the Yirtue of courtesv, 
was one cause of his success in business, and 
its influence was felt in lii:5 family, \Yhen the 
children hc~rd their parcuts adding, " Jf you 



please," to tbeir commands, and thanking thrm 
for what thf'y bad done, it required no effort 
in them to practis~ the same in their intercourso 
with each other, or with i;trangers, with those 
above, or with those below them. Courtt.·sy ic; 
a flower which we frequently observe spring
ing up in our Irish soil, even in places \A.hich 
we should suppose uncultivated. 

Ye courtesies of life, all hail ! 
"'\iVhether along the peaceful vale, 
Where the tbatch'd cot alone is !H.'fln 
The bu mblc mansion of the green, 
Or in the city's crowded way, 
Man, mortai'man is dnom'l to strny; 
You give to joy on added charm, • 
.And woof half its pang disarm; 
For much in ev'ry state we o\-..'e 
To what kind courtesies brstow
To tliat beuign engaging urt 
\Vbich decorates tbc bumau hrart
Aud free from jealousies and strife, 
Gilds all the charities of lifo; 
Which gives to ev'ry act a grucc, 
And adds a smile to ev'ry face, 
For goodness' self we better sre 
When dress'd by gentle courtesy. 

At tbe period of our hi!!tory, exerri~e find 
temperance1 tho best preservatircs of health, 

t 
" 
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had resiijtcd the attacks of time on Darby'i, 
frame, yet he felt the weight of advancing 
years, and though bale and green, he kuew 
that the inevitable hour of di-;solution could 
not be far distant. llis feeling~ were humbly 
pions, and tberefore the conten1 plation of the 
a-wful event ditl not di3turb-it rather increased 
the serenity of his mind . He sate amid his 
fa.mily, po;uing forth the overflowings of a 
grateful heart, recalling past events to bis me
mory, or reciting them to others for their in
struction or entertainment. He told his chil
dren the mis~akes which he had made, as 
freely as he rnlated his success, desirous that 
they should avail themselves ot his experience. 
At such times a gloom always overspread the 
faces that surrounded bim . They loved his 
comcrsation on cYery subject but that of l1is 
final separation from them by death, and to 
that they could not calmly listen. Indeed it 
is an interesting little anecdote, that one of 
l1is children wakened crying one night, (after 
l1er father haJ talked long and seriously upon 
death), because she bad dreamed her father 
was an hundred. years old, and was about to 
leave his family . 

Darby's wife, Betty, wa,; worthy of such a. 
hnsband, and went hand in hand with him in 
the management of their children and their 
affnirs, looking up to him for advice, and ac
knowledging his superiority of understanding, 
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improved as it WAS by more knowledge of tlJe 
world than she bad opportunity of acquiring. 
She was very judicious in tbe education of her 
children; indulgent in every tLing proper for 
them; hut if they attempted to go on(i) step 
farther, her :No, was the wall of brass which 
they well knew they could not shake. The 
example of one child was never held up to 
another; for Betty said, this was sowing tbe 
secd1- of pride and jealousy; and she insisted 
on it, that children were naturally diQposed to 
love one another if they were ld to follow the 
impulse of instinct. TLe first child is to be 
sure a darling, but when another comes, it is 
usual to say, " 0 your nose is out of joint," 
and then the nonsensical expression is ex
plained to the little creature, that it must not 
expect to he loved so wc11 as before. No 
wonder, then, if dislike is a.wakened towards 
the stranger, who is introduced as corning to 
engross tbe parental affections: though, without 
this interference, the young, tender heart, 
would lean towards the new comer with the 
kindest affection. How inconsiderate is such 
conduct-the passions encouraged which should 
be eradicated, like tbe first weeds that appear 
in a garden; and the mischief often permitted 
to grow to such a height, that the child, roar
ing with paision, is soothed hy a rewanl, ns 
though for its ill-temper; and, to enbt1 nce 
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the value of the gift, is assured, that the 
little one, who sits quietly by, shall not have 
any. 

Jt is almost needless to say, that the chil
dren of such parnnts were a credit and a 
comfort to tbem, for this is generally the Pifect 
of pious, tender care. J amcs, the eldest 
son, had become a gardener. Nancy, tbe 
eldest daughter, was married to a man who 
hnd a farm of twelve acres, on which they 
lived respectably, and in eomfort. Pat. ·wns 
Darby's third child, a fine lively lad, who, 
being a chip of the old block, shewed a de
cided preference to a roving 1ifo, and accord
ingly cho,;e his father's trade of a pedlar. His 
pa"tents ·were not afraid to indulge his taste, 
knowing him to be possessed of good prin
ciples, and l1is father resolving to accompany 
him in bis journies, until l1e saw those prin
ciples firmly implanted in Lim. They had 
another son, Tom, a quiet, ingenious lad, so 
very fc.nd of farming, that bis course of life 
!!eemed cqua11y marked out. Their sister, 
Kitty, though young, was strong and able, 
and willing to a.sist her mother in house 
business, and in the care of Peggy and 
Johnny, the youngest cbildren. The small 
portion of land which Darby had acquired by 
the profits of his trade, was managed in the 
best manner. His cabin was built so ns to 
have a little foll from the door, and you <lid 
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not stt-p dou-n into it. The floors worn even, 
and. ,,..eJ I swept; the windows opened, and 
were kept well glazed and bright; the rooms 
WPrQ ecilecl with hurdles; and a little dairy 
looked into tbe garden, through a lattice, hor
df' rcd with woodbine; it was frequently whitc
waslH:d within and without, and tboroug11 air 
admitted throngh every room. The fur~ituro 
was in good. order; every utensil in its proper 
place, cleaned, and put hy immediately after 
U$ing. 'l'be tree,, which sheltC'rcd the cabin, 
bad been planted by Darliy's own hand; they 
were now of a fine size, and ,cry beautiful. 
A little court was before the door, surrouncied 
by a privet hedge, and a pyrncantlia, (given 
him by Jarues) mixed with the monthly rose, 
spread over most of the front of the cottage. 
There were small, but convenient out-houses, 
for turf, potatoes, &c. a pigsty, with a hen
b ousc over it; a cow-house, and a stable for 
their old horse. This ar.imal, though nearl.v
twenty y0ars of age, performed most of the 
work of the farm-he had belonged to Darby 
all his life, and therefore was all his life wcl l 
treated-ne\'er over-worked, always well fed 
and well cleaned; and there was n~t a happier 
horse than ho ·was' in the country; for as his 
age increased, his master's care~ for ]1im in
crnased nlso. and as ho nev~r bad known what 
cruelt,· V\ a~, he never \Yas to know it. The 
glory .,of Darby's little children was the bai·• 
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den; it was securely fenced, nnd we11 er0pptd; 
a. pear tree, four sppie trees, and plent_y of 
small fruit eoriehed it. AJJ were safe from 
the bands ef the little gardeners, till per
mission was granted by tbo parents to gather 
tbem: yet -the children were never debarred 
frorn the privikge, so highly prized, of work
ing in the garden; and their delight and con• 
stant care extirpated the weeds as tbey sprung 
up. They were allowed a little spot for fl.owe1s, 
and their brothers formed a pleasant arbour for 
them in the front of it. Such was tl1e Jwel
]ing of Darby Brady, where notliing vffen
sive to the eye was to be seen outside of the 
house, au.cl nothing to wound the ear was to 
be heard within. 

One of Darby's nearest nei~hbours was 
T,Iartin Doran, an honest, sober, inJustrio11s 
man, wbo struggled to support his family by 
his day labour. lJ e was a widower-hut his 
motber lived with him. His cltlcst <laughter, 
Ros~, was now a young woman, and her 
i!istcr, Sally, three years younger; the re:-t 
of his children ,vero unaule to liclp him. 

Rose was not wha.t is called a pretty girl, 
thoua-h it was pleasant to look on her bencrn-
1ent ~ountenance, her sweet smile, her smooth 
and open forehead, with ber clear, intelligent, 
yet rather thoughtful brow. \Yell miglit Rose 
be tboughtfo l, for ruuch care dcvohed upon b~r; 
her grandmother tauglit her to keep the caurn~ 
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and she followed her Jirections, but the young
er children claimed her constant attention. 

Rose accomplished a great deal by her regu
larity, diligence and patience, she timed her 
business, was never unemployed, nor ever in a 
hurry. Her good humour guarded against, or 
overcame diffi.eulties-sbe was too fully occu
})ied at home to leave it often, yet at the siek
bed of a friend or neighbour she was sure to be 
found. Observing the neatness of Darby Bra
dy's cottage, Rose bad a laudable ambition to 
vie with it as far as was in her power. R er fa
ther was a rough man, be was not convinced 
that decency was economical, and when Rose 
had taken great pains to remove the dung heap 
out of sight, he was so much displeased with 
her for interfering, that she was obliged to con
fine her exertions to the inside of the cabin, 
though her grandmother blamed her exactness 
as unnecessary, and rather discouraged Sally, 
who was her favourite, from following her sis
ter's example. Sally was willing enough to 
avoid trouble, and coaxed her grandmother to 
give her leave to be more often abroad than 
Rose could approve of, Rose herself was of a 
cheerful temper at home or abroad, hut 
sbe hated romp.ing or flirting, and avoided 
the company of those who practised either. It 
grieved, as well as disgusted her to see young 
girls lessen their respectability by joi:rring in 
noisy, rude sports ; for even if no young men 
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were of the party, tbc delicacy and resen'e which 
should guard the female character, were en
dangered by such conduct. 'v-Ybat sensible 
worthy ma.n could attach himself to the woman 
who shows herself fond of admiration? And 
lrnw often are those vain, giddy creaturrs 
made the sport and derision, and sometimes the 
prey of tho5ewbo amuse themselves at their ex
pense. \Vhere tlicre was any danger of berpretty, 
young, artless si tcr being introduced amongst 
girls who \Yere either romps or flirts, she firmly 
"\Vithstood it; and though Sallypouted and fret
ted, and complained to her grandmother, it was 
all one, Rose would not yield. "The power of 
gentleness,'' it is said "is irresistible," and it 
was by this power that Rose prevailed, and 
convinced her grandmother and sister, at length, 
that she was in the right, and that it was nei
ther ill-nature nor envy that actuated her. 

Rose had those petty trials tocnco~r.ter, which 
are sometimes borne less patiently than hea
vier afflictions; she had to bear being found 
fault with when she was conscious of not deser
ving it. hut sLc made allowances for the infir
mities of age, which tended to increase peevish
ness in her grandmother, and for the starts of 
passion to which her father was at times s~1b
ject-they were her parents-they wcrn kind 
and nffectionate to her, and it was her duty to 
bear with them, Uut as she was taught bl 
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their example to be honest, sober and frugal, she 
was also warned by it to repress in her~elf 
those dispositions which diminished their com
forts, and had these lines been written express
ly for her, they coulu not have more fully ex
pressed the line of conduct which it was her 
duty to preserve:-

Labour for peace, choose to contend with none, 
Let reason with sweet calmness keep the throne, 
Treading fierce wrath and lawless pa$sion down, 
The grace of meekness is a woman's crown . 

Our young Pat Brady was deep1y enamoured 
of this good girl, and that love, which has a 
more solid basis tban the frail foundation of 
personal Leanty, is likely to defy the attacks of 
time or absence; it was with a heavy beart the 
lovrr left bcliind him the ohj0ct of his affoct101J, 
butknowingtbatit was only by good conduct and 
indn try be must hope to obtain such a prize, 
he moved on, cherishing his good in ten lions 
and resolutions, bis father sympathising with 
his feelings, and desiron to strengthen liis pru
dent determination not to enter upon a matri
monial life till industry shoulJ pnt it in his 
power to support the wife of his choice. 
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DIALOGUE II. 

THE SECRET. 

Scene the public Road. 

Darby and Pat journeying along--the latter 
can:1ing the bo.'C. 

Darby. You made a Jong stay at Martin 
Doran\; lust night Pat, although you knew we 
were to be early on the road. 

Pat. I did, father, and I could not help it. 
Darby. You may as \\"ell tell me in 1,lain 

English,, tbat you did not kno\Y how to leave 
Rom Doran . 

Pat. You are right, father: you know I 
never denied my regard for her to you, though 
I keep it to myself, as much as possible. 

Darby. If you expect to be united to thut 
good girl, you mast strive to deserve her by be
ing hones t, diligent and sober, you cannot ask 
her in marriage till you have earned something, 
and got a decent place for her, it i:, better there
fore you should be away for a while, because 
people are so apt to talk, and such remarking 
is very disagreeable to a yo11ng woman. 

Pat. I know that, and always took care not 
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to Le seen walking \Yith Ro~e from the chape~,or 
from market; indeed so anxious have I been t.o 
bide m:, liking for lier, that several thought I 
was not as mannerl_y as I ought to be to such a 
girl: little they know my heart, or that it was 
to avoid showing too much regard, that I show
ed so little. 

Darby. It is hard to do quite right in suah 
mutters. But it is likely Rose understood youf 
meaning, 

Pat. I was thinking, father, whcm we were 
last together to ask her 1>romise, and to give her 
mine in return; but I would not do it unknown 
to you. 

0

Darby. You know, Pat, I love my cbil
t1ren, and \vould do any thing, or consent to 
auy thing rhat I tbouisht wu:; for their good
but I caunot consent LO your run.king any pro
mise, or asking for any, till you make the so
lemn promise of marriage. H Rose Doran is 
the girl I take her to be, and if sl1e has the re
gn.rd for you that I tLink she has, she will keep 
steady and reserved, and mind her business, an.l 
he tru<' and loyal to you as I am not afraid but 
yon will be to her. 

Pat. Oh'. to the last beat of my heart! 
But, father, a better young man than rue, anJ 
one helter able to maintain her, may come in 
the mearJtimc, and take her entirely from yonr 
poor Pat, and what i::; to hecome of him then'? 

Darb!J. Aud if a better mateh offered for 



her, ·and she was willing to accept of it, \Yhy 
should you wish to prevent it? surely you 
should wish well to the g irl you love. 

Pat. Father, arc you in earnest? Do yon 
think I ought to give· her up to another, ·und 
break my heart or lose my senses? 

Darb!J. lf she desired it ber;;clf-if she was 
willing to gi\ e you np, and thougl1t she was 
doing better for hcrse1 f, I believe my good boy, 
you would have too m11ch sense and spirit to 
stand in the way of her bettering her condition, 
oi- to regret one who showed so little real affec
tion. And if it did so b:ippen, never fear, hut 
after some fretting you wou Id get over it, for 
the honest heart knows \\·here to turn for 
comfort. 

Pat. The thought of such a thing frightens 
mn. Still I think a promise would have made 
me easy. 

Darb.I/, If honour a~d love will not bincl, 
what signifies a promise. I know yoa v,ou ld 
not keep her to it, if she was bonnd hy noibing 
hctter. Bllt never fear-put away those tl1011gbt3 
-lay by yonr earning~, and !et Rose l:.iy by 
hers, till you hare something of your own to 
begin upon. Depend upon it wbeu young peo
ple arn so afraid of losing one another that they 
marry without proper consideration, tbey often 
fulfil tbe '>aying, " Marry in haste and repont 
at leisure.'' 

L 
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Pat. How can any one repent that marries for love? 
Darby. _.\.ye, aye, that is the rock man·y a young and inexperieuced lover splits upon.But if they have a right love, the one will be sorry to bring the other into hardship, besides in a cold cabin love is apt to cool, for when children come, and there is little to cover them and little to feed them, and sickness comes on, they must be very good humoured, if they keep from fretting and finding-fault. Itmayseemcold hearted to tell you to wait patiently, but believe me, they will love and respect one another the more, b,, th before they marry, and after, if they •u-c careful and saving for one c1.nother's sakes. 

DIALOGUE llI. 

·rat.-Dadiy . 

1'HE KILDARE JOURNE\. 

Pat. \Yhy is that grrut steep bctw1:en Kil- · ,i are a.nd Rathungan, ealled the Re<l.-bills? , Darb.If. From the colour of the soil; very ~' ' l ike]y lhere is a copper mioe in that bill. But •~t J never cross it without thinking of what I saw 
t lierc once, -a gentleman and his wife, were 

,r . 
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riai ng- bat way, when a woman jumped o,·er 
· he d: _:1 by th~ road, and begged most ear
nc-tlv uat they would 1ct her walk between 
their·h .;·cs, to.be sure tbey did and pitied her 

• greatly , f r tihC ·as in a terribl<! fright, r.nd 
1)0intcd o it to tLcm a man in the fielJ on the 
oth<'r sid (; of the road, half nr.kcd, an<l. rnnning 

- wit!i na Li<- mi ght, <::aying if he got to her he 
would ce rbinly Vill her. 

Pat. Fathc:, were yon not afraid of him 
tno? 

Darby. I \i:::ic;; afraid of him. and kept he
tween th e horse , a well ns HF' ,,-oma n. The 
m'ldman turncJ another way, and when ,-re got 
to tho top of the hill, the woman ~aid there was 
no forth.e r clangor, nnJ . he thanked the gentle
man and lady, telliriJ tbem to go on, i-bc said 
the -poor creawre was not ah':ays ~o bad, being 
most?y quiet, though he wn.::; terriuly furious at 
tJUlC'-5 . -

Pat. Ah ! m:ly be be was pro,·okec, for I 
) ave .:;c.cn pcop1e di,·crt them~clrc..; by teazing 
tlw c.. who were depri\'cd of thf'ir reason, instPad of foc•liug compa:j · ion 1owan:s them, and being 
thun!~fu1 to the· Almi ~htv that ti cy "·e re not 
aftL •t1c ,1 in th £' same \,':ay: ancl I tho;1ght it ,vas 
"ick< ' and crnel cf th ,m to do so. 

Da ;. So it wac;, Pat, o.ncl that shows what 
a goo .lii-1g it is to liavc asylums for such poor 
lunatic~, whrr" they may be propPr]y tr00.ted- 
ir1Je0d I hare beard many instances of their 
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rrcoYNY, when good-natured, semibl1. people 

have had tbe care of foem; besidc.. if t ',hy never 

come to themselves, they are prever, ed from 

doing mischief, and may be from growing 

worse. 
Pat. I think no bodily disorder is S ':) distresc:;-

ing as the loss of reason, and yet we often sc

madruen very merry, and as if they v ere uite 

lrnppy. ~ 
DatU//· It is we when tboso creatures 

can amuse themselves with their fan cies; hut 

what comfort is that to those who belong f.o 

them, and who ha\·e lost all the p1c, •. nro the:y 

used to enjoy in their society. There, i:3 n. kinll 

of madness, however, still more distressing-I 

mean that which shows itself i11 mel:::mcboly 

and despondency-I have seen such, and t 
assure you it made my heart sick withiu me to 

sec them. 
Pnt. I wonder what is the cause of. mMl-

ness? 
Darby. There aro a great many mo re causcG 

than I am able to mention. It is often urough t 

on hy sickness, weakening Urn nervec. , oftl'.ner 

l>y intamperu.nce, and sometimes by pride 

and vanity. It is a curious fact, however, 

that prqsperity is. known to have more oftect 

in unsrttling the mind, than adversity. ,Yhcn th0 

great fire of London occurred, which destny(ltl 

tho greater part of that frne city in 1666-auou~ 
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the thousands who saw themsnl\'cs in a mora(lnt 
reduced from afiluence to beggary, but very few 
if any are said to have hecome deranged hy 
their reverse; whereas, I ha\'e often heard of 
persons suddenly and unexpectedly enriched, 
or perhaps saved from some great danger, what 
they thought inevitable-\vho in a moment lost 
their senses, and never recoverf'd them during 
the remainder of their lives. \Ve should endea
vour therefore always to keep the mind in a 
calm antl even state, for this is the best guard, 
humanly speaking, against such a dreadful af
fliction : we cannot gain this of ourselves, but 
there is One, able and willing to help, who 
knoweth our frame, and pitietl1 us as a father 
pitieth his children. Aod my boy, it is our 
duty to he tender ong to another, not irritating 
ihose who are easily vexed, for anger is a short 
lived madnesS1, and he who awak1,ns it, o.s well 
as he who gives way to it, is guilty of a great sin, " a soft answer turneth away wrath.'' 

Pat. Is not madness sometimes caused by terror or sudden alarm. 
Darby. 1 never shall forget the painfol 

story of the young man, whom hi8 companions 
frightened out of bis senses, one of them 
coming into his room wrapt in a white sheet, 
while the other, being under his bed at the 
same time, pushed it up,--you remember the 

' verse that was made abont it, I should like to hear tt. 
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Pat. I romember them well, 

HENRY, 

Poor idiot, on tby graceful form, 
Thy shining locks and polished bro\, 

\Ve gaze with pity and regret: 
Ob. what an early wreck art thou. 

The mind that once inspired that form, 
Beamed brightly in bis sparkling ey j 

\Yhile on his couch to seek repose, 

_ Heedless of ill young Hcury lies. 

Soft slumbers steal o'er every sense-

Alas how quickly did they fly! 
He wakes, he sees a hideous form, 

\Yith horrid glare approac11ing nigh. 

ln \ain he s0.ekq l1is eyes to veil, 
His couch unwonted movements h .ave; 

Now terror has tbe triulllph gain·d, 

l\Iali~nant powers, ) our, iclim lca\t:! 

Ob! these are no ma1ignant powers, 

Young Henry's blithe assoeiatcs thc"y, 

\Vith thoughtless and unfeeling licarts, 

\-Vho rashly planned thi · crncl rluy. 

Tbe morning comes-o'er natLm!'s foc i) .,. · 

She spreads her cheerful, rosy li!!int 

The morning comes-but Henr) 's soul 

Is wrapped in shades of deepest ui_;!1t ~ 
c2 
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The \"acant look, the idiot la11gb, 
Proclaim the cureless mischief done, The opening buds of promise cruslied, And reason banished from her throne. 

Yetmem'ry breJkiug throu~h 1be clond, "'\Vill oft the dreaufu I scC'ne restore, " They come" be screams-the vision flie!'I, And hapless Henry feels no more. 

Darby. For any thing I know, poor Henrr is still living: I was told tbat J:e was quite harmless and gent]C', and seldom violent, <'Xcept now and then about the middle of th<? nigbt, the time that he wnt frightened, when lie will :rem to be in great distrr<.s, and shriek out, "Ob ! tbC'y are coming, they arc coming'." Pat. Could those\, ho 11.-cd liim so cruelly <'\'e>r forgive thcmsrlves? I saw a f;irl once ~ ho pretended to be a gbost to frighten her fellow servant. But how could ~le belie\ c 1here was such a thing us a gliost? 
Darby. 1 t i.., grl'at nonsense, for whi:-n tlu~ poor body is laiJ in thP earth, the spirit wi/1 not come back to the wor!J. Bcli<'\'e m~ they who encourng2 the e notions of spirit.;;, witclics, and fairies, are either silly, or 01._,1 wiel·cd pcoplP., wlw make 11se of these four;; to carry on t.liPir schemes. 1.\Jy father uc.ed to t0)J ot· a gentleman's steward, a '\.\'Ort.In·. honi ,t nian, \vbose -practice it was to \':nlk 

0

or01 his mast:r·c;i land 
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at nig~ to detect trespasses. Those dis~ honest people who were disappointed of imposing on the gentleman, thought tl1ey would binder the steward from taking his nightly walks, and one of them, wrapping a white sheet abont him stalked after him. The steward was frightened sure enough, but went on doing bis duty, though from time to time looking over l1is shoulder, he said, "Lord have mercy on me, a spirit!'' repeating this whenever be looked bebind him. The fellow enjoyed the honest man's alarm, till at last, looking back again, ho cried out, '' Lord have mercy on me !-two spirits,'' for being bewildered with his fear, he took the sLadow of the man for another ghost. On hearing this, down dropt tbe sheet, und tbe decriv0r, whose guilty conscience made llim think that a spirit was pursuing hirn, rn.n home with such violence that be took a fever and was near dying of it. Things appear so differently h_y the uncertain light,even of a moonshining nig.lit~ that mistakes may he made, if people are not stout enough to examine the cause of strange appearances. I heard of a young woman who on wakening in the night, tbonght she saw a \\·oman c;itti ng on a chair in the room, quite still, 0xc0pt that her head moved ; there was no one near her, and she wondered ~rcatly what thic; could mean, and striving ngain~t fear, she got ont of bed, went up to the figure, and took hold of it. It wa~ her own clothes that sho 
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bcrGJelf had thrown on the back of an old fa
shioned chair, with knobs, on one of "''·hich she 
had hung her cap, and the glances of the moon 
upon it, made it seem to move. You may think 
she bad a good night's rest after this. 

Pat. Now,- father, let me repeat another 
verse, if it will not tire you, about a Banshee. 

Darby. I like sensible verses, it diverts tho 
road to hear them, and though J don't admire 
the name, I think you would not take the trou
ble of learning wbc1t was not good for some
thing. 

Pat. 

Each one, by slgcp and toil oppressed, 
Had sunk in soft repose, 

Savo Joan, v. ho sat heh incl the rest, 
To mend her :Sunday hose . 

A trifling rent full we11 she knew 
To greater still woulJ tend; 

Besides she held the maxim true, 
" They're always good that mend'" 

On saving hent, no anarchy, 
Prevailed tLroughout the plan; 

Frugality and industry 
\Vith her went hand in hand. 

But weary of her darning bout, 
She laid aside her thread, 
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And q11ickly put the candle out, 

And s~raigltt retired to bed. 

The moomhlne pale had formed tbe room 

A Yariegated scene; 

"-?ith part bedigbt in sable gloom, 

And pa.rt in silvery sheen. 

The scene impressed an awfu1 dre'ad 

That moment on her mind ; 

And fairy fancy fiiled her head 

\Yitb phantoms undefined. 

\Vhen lo! amid this reveri0-

ln sable stole arrayed, 

With haggard face, the fell Banshee 

Presents her rueful shaJe. 

Tho lunar-beam her visage shows, 

(A bordered cap within,) 

A furrowed cheek, a front rugosc, 

A painted nose and chin . 

But whether it was cloak or plai~ , 

Thnt from the shoulder fell; 

Or only something veil'd in shade, 

It posed her much to tell. 

Appall"d she stood, in direful frigh t . 

And \'iewod tbe elfish form-

8ucb vision oft at dead of night 

Ts tho ugl1t to mount the storm, 



42 

And while rude Doroa;; pours around, 
His frost diffusing breath 

ls li<'ard, in hollovv dismal sound, 
To chunnt ihe Jirgc of death. 

So she, in expectation drear, 
Beneath the horrid scowl, 

From breath to breath awaits to hear 
The death-portending howl 1 

Yet lamentations omino11s 
The vision uttered none, 

But silent as her wheel it was, 
\Yhen spinning task is done. 

0 ! what is courage? say ye wisQ. 
\Yho diligently scan, 

And critically analyze, 
The curious mind of man. 

Or foar? that often liinds the brave, 
\Yith chains unfelt before; 

\Yho calmly erst have ploughed the Wa\-L', 
Amid tho battle roar. 

Be mine the bumble task to tell, 
Indi'-putable facts, 

How Goody's courage roso and fell. 
And how at last she acts. 

Awhile she wait", in fitful mood, 
\Vith pas ion-tort•ired brea!::t; 

Excited now by fortitude, 
.Anon: by fe~r doprettt. 
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Till, urged by frenzy wild, ut length 

By mad emotions forced, 

Collected in her mighty strengtb, 

Rci.:ol ved lo know the worst. 

Determined r.0t to 1,ear suspPnse, 

Kor stund I ikc stupiJ stock; 

She forward darls with violencP, 

And grasps-her 11axen rock! 

The sense of touch corrects the sight., 

The truth they both reveal, 

And show her that the awful sprite 

ls but her spinning-wLeel ! • 

DIALOGUE IV. 

Pat.-Darby. 

I )I P R U D E N C E, 

Pat. Herc is a fine good looking farm-bouse, 

if it was in decent onlcr, bnt from the appear

ance of lht' place l am afraid the owner of it is 

going back in the , ·,-o rld. 

Darby. For all that, the mistress of tbis 

house was drcst as fine as hands and pins could . 

make her, when the landlord and landlady went 
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there to tuke tbe farm off her lm,,band's bands. 
lt was no wondor that the real lady, who ·was 
dressl.!d plain herself~ should remark the silk 
stockings on the tenant's wifo. 

Pat. No wonder she v.rould when she was 
losing by them; and I believe the quality do 
not lik~ to see middling people dressing above 
their station. 

Darby. l believe sensible persons whether 
their condition be high or low, like to see every 
one clothed in a manner becoming their rank 
in life. There were two \Yomen who held 
farms in my neighbourhood some years ago, 
and went over to Eughnd to see their laud
Iord, a great lord. One of tlH'lll was an 
orderly notable wornan,-she put on her best 
things to be sure, and was neJ.t and clean, L11t 
quite plain in her dress. Tho other thought 
she could not be grand enough to go before such 
u lord and lady, and so decked herself ont with 
as much finery as sbe could corr.eat, think in~ 
little enough [ suppose of her comrade, but it 
was her comrade that was taken notice of by 
the lord and lady-the lady showed bcrdairy to 
her, and was quite friendly witli her, while the 
fine-drest woman was puid little attentiun to, 
except in the way of business: and I hope she 
wag the better for that lesson. 

Pat. How eager some are to be remarkable! 
To be sure money goes a great way in gaining 
respect. 

t. 
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, iJarb.lf. Money, without the knowledge ho; 
to make the proper use of it, often makes those 
ridiculous that come into the possession of what 
they have not cnrned thefnsclves, either by the 
head or the hand. 

Pat. \YLat is mon~y without learning? It 
may \Vc1l be said, " Learning is better than 
l101~scs and land." 

Dar~IJ. And yet, depcnJi~g on learning 
only, may make µerwus as ridiculous as prid
ing themselves u;-on their money. Learning is 
a vaiuablc t:argo, but,bnmility and good sense 
mu-t be the balla:;t to mukc th2 vessel steady. 
Many n tirno 1mm l thought of two young men 
whom i h10w ,·hen I bcga11 business . They 
belonged to a boarding-school, which I frequent
ed for scniral years, for my pcnknires pleased 
the mu:-terun<l his boys. ChriMophcr, the bead 
mhcr, was ~reatly lookPd up to, for he had risen 
to that sto.tion hv his cleverness; he lrnd receiv
C'd his cducatio1; at the sehool ,Yith little or no 
expense to his pr..renf:;, who \Vere struggling 
peo1ile. They were delighted \Vith bis a.d .. 
vuncemcnt, but thought it <l11e to 11is talents: he 
thought so too, ::ind was puffed up with pride. 
" Pri<l<' goelh before destruction, und u haughty 
spirit before a fall." Christopher fouud the 
truth of this-!1e di_rcg;arded the advice of his 
friei1ds, he kept company with wild young men, 
and be learned to drink too freely. Of course 

D 
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he wa5 dismissed from his employment. Thi& 
humbled him, an<lhe resolved to bo moro ~areful, 
He went to Dublin, opened a day-school, marri
ed a respectable ~-oman, n.nd, being a goo<l sch~ 
lar was likely to get on very well in the world: 
Lut thevilehabitofdrunkcnncss got the better of 
his good resolutions. He Jost his school, and tben 
set up a low nle house, which lie bad not kept 
Jong, till in a drunken riot be killed a man. \ YLen 
he found what he had done, be fled immcd1ate~ 
ly, and escaped tbe pursuit of justice by getting 
off to AnH;rica, where he was glad to support 
bimself as a tlay1labour0r, tormented always by 
the stings of an upbraiding conscience. His poor 
wife, who at his desire had hande<lhim the sword 
which he mado use of, was committed to N cw
gate as a party concerned in the munler, and 
tlicro she die<l before her trial came on. 

In the same school was anotber lu.d named 
Thomas, who got bis education there much in 
tho same way tlrn.t ChristopbcrJid, and was a& 
clever as he; but \Yhat was better, he \\·as modest, 
humble, steady and Ci\ ii. He pai<l grcnt 
a.Uention to Lis improvcnv'ut, and being qnick 
at lea.ming, became a fines ·holar. Tliough he 
looked up to Christopher as to one much abovo 
liirn an<l. who had a1rnostasmuch authorityac; the 

I - • rnastor, be did not desire to be Lis companion, 
for he did not like the company be kept, and 
would not endanger himself among the:m.-
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Thomas WM to-0 good-na.tured to b-0 gbd. wtl.cn 
Christopher lost bis situation in the iiiChoo1, but 
he was overcome with joy. surprise and grati
tude when the master called him np to tako tho 
placo of head-usher at the dining table, guvo 
him the charge of the boys, and made liim one 
of bis family, where be was much regarded and 
respected, for he fulfilled his duti~s faithfully, 
and the scholars loved and feared him. Aftersome 
yen.rs he married a relation of one of the best fami
lies in the country, and removed to a distance, 
carrying with him the good wishes of his friends 
nnd neighbours, and of the young peopln who 
liad been under l1is care. Ilo succeeded also, 
very well in bus1ncss, and when I last heard 
of him, ho ·was ono of the most respecta1lo 
characters in that part of tho country where he 
lirnd. 

DfALOGUE V. 

Pat.-Dr.rby. 

DREAMS. 

P((f. Father, I dreamed a pleE!.Sant dream 
last night, for I thought I ha.d found a pot of 
gold under the flag at onr door . 
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DnrO!J, i\1akc that <lream ccme out ~1 
yonr o -;s n hon est end e,~ rourin~s, that is the 
gold that will do yoll good. 

·Pat. l\Iany a story I have heard of 1,eople 
finding some of the money which was hid up 
and down in the troublesome times. I think it 
would be very lucky if we could hit upon some. 

Darby. Put such dreams and such thot1ghts 
out of ,our hca<l-the little that is earned 
hardly a~nd honesllv, brings n:orc comfort with 
it, th~n a great dc;l got L:r tbe ·wheel of for
tnnc, a:; they call it. Vi--h0n I ,ms young there 
was a labouring man who really found a pot of! 
money; it contained morn than ho knew what 
to do \vith. He left off work, and he g0t plenty 
of company to help him to :-pend it. 'Nhen he 
was treating them at a p11hlic l1ousc, and the 
waiter ·wa,:; goin2; to draw the cork of a bottle, 
"nerer mind it," says lie, "knock off the neck, 
don't you think I ·can afford to 'pay for it." 
And Lis wifo was a:; bad; for I \VUS told that 
when :;he went to sec her daughter, who was 
lying-i!'l, ~he almost killed the woman ,;,viLh 
liqnor and such things. 

Pat. Did they make no better use of the 
monev tbnn that? 

Da;by. I believe not, for I saw the man 
after all was spent and g:rne, carrying water 
about on a cart; and I heard that was the W;).Y 
he got hi.s breaJ then. · 
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Pat. Poor mun ! that was enough to br-ea-k 

his heart. 
Datby. No sign of a broken heart about 

' him-he was as merry us if nothing extraordi

nary, good or bad, had ever lrnppcncd to him: 

a thou~htlcss crcr.tmo you may think, or else 

his family might lrn.\'C been m:.ide up, when so 

much money was thrown in 11is way. I am 

persuaded that a quarter of it, pro\'ided be had 

earned it, would hare done bim good. 

Pat. \Voll, some ham the luck to get on 

so well in the world, that money seems to 

flow upon them; like Peter FC>gnn.~ you know, 

he married a poor girl, but she was brought 

up to industry by her mother; and it was sur

prising how they prospered \.Yith a few cows, 

for .} cnny knew bow to manage well; and 

1 suppose they arc now above the world. 
D,trb,1/. Ah! Pat, is that all you know 

about them? Any fool, they say. can make 

ruoney, hut it is a \Yise mun that can keep it, or 

l·nows how to spend it. They were doing so 

well that they tl}ought proper to enla!ge their 

business, got more cows, r.nd instead of snsing 

' their money to answer the calls which moro 

business wo'uld bring, they set up to be p;enteel 

and buy fine furniture, and the fruit of their 

launching out into extravagance is, Jbat Peter 

is now in jail for debt. 
• Pat. l am sorry to bear it, and I am iure~ 
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fa.tbet, so are you, though you speak &a l! you 
thought they deserved it. 

Darby. I am sorry for their misfortune, though 
I am provoked at their not being satisfied with 
what they could compass, and for not taking 
care to live within their means-an imprudenco 
which always brings on poverty, and yet peo
ple aro not warned by it as much as they ought. 

Pat. Surely, father, you always encour
ngPd people to love decency and comfort. 

Darby. I hope I shall be always of the 
!llme mind, but I never thought that those who 
squandered their earnings on fine furniture, or 
fine clothes, or fine eating, were oomfortable. 

_ Such people are apt to run into debt, and then 
I defy them to be comfortable. Oh! what a 
load it is on a man's mind to owe money, and 
how it breaks down bis spirit! But when we know 
that the bread we eat is our o\,-n honest earn
ing, and are not afraid nor rubamed to look any 
man in the face; we have then a good heart, 
and if wo are in ever so little a way, we feel 
comfortable, and can take pleasure in having 
every thing al,ont us neat and snug. But we 
mu~t work for that. Remember the fable of 
the husbandman, who, when be was dying, 
told hi~ sons that be possessed a treac;urc, which 
was hid in bis field nbout a foot below the sur• 
face. He died, and 1:1.s be bad not mentioucd 
too pEU"t-iculEll spQt whort:i ttio troaeuro lay, hi~ 

I 
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sons di1lgt1ntly dug up tho whole of the fi_ehl. 

They found no money, but the advantage 

which the ground received from such gooll ' 

working, 1rnid them well by tho plentiful crop 

which it produced, and they learned hy that to 

depend upon industry and not upon chanco to 

mako their fortune, understanding abo what 

their father meant by his advice. 

Pat al ways found hls good. resolutions etrength

.e.ned by tho prudent advice of his father, 
whoso pleasant discourse was calculated nlso, 

to dispel the passing clouds which came athwrirt 

his mind. Soon after they overtook a woman 

whom they would have taken for n. common 

beggar, had not Darby rccoguizc>d her to be of 

that class of people who imposo upon tbc easy 
credulity of tho ignorant, by promising to tell 

who will bo their trne love, who pretend to floe 

crosses or prosperity in the Jines of tho palm; 

and ohC'n find coaches and six, houses, gardens 

and fish ponds in the bottom of tea-cups. [J O\l' 

many bave had can$C bitterly to regret tho folly 

which has inducc,l lhem, not only to gi·rn mo 

ney to tho:1c strollcl"$, but sometimes to intro

duce thHn into their nwstor's bou.;os. The good, 

iho \Vise, and the learned <lo not protcnd to tho 

fQrr-k.nowlod~ which ih~sc hllo rngrnnh WO\lhl 
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lia.ve it thought they pos~css, while their dupe; 
wonder at the miraculous art by which they 
divine characters :>.nd circnmstanc1>s to ·which 
they are apparently ~trn.ngrrs, little suspecting 
the cunning arts by ,,·bich thry <liscovcr 
every thiug neccssar.,· for their purpo<:cs. Lrt 
us shun this fault, Pat; a restless dispo,.,ition 
is one consP-quence of yielding to tlie tempta
tion of desiring to pry into fotmity, the know
ledge of ,vhich would not he withheld fr0m u 
if it contributed to om virtue or happiness. 

For woes on woes that anxion<= ,,·retch pursne, 
And on bis mind fon tbonsnnrl errors crowd, 

\Vlrn dare-;, with rye distrmtfol, slr,~tcb bis view 
\1~hcrc Goo ha; spre3.d bis providential cloud 

And thnt "movidentinl cloutl" is one of Llie 
mat:yrncrcic~ l~rAowe<l 11pon ns. All tlint ic;pcr-
mitt0cl tons to l~no,vof Lie fotmq_ is, thut·n·eare 
appointnd 011cc to di,-., and that afterd0atb com
eth the judL:mcnt. \Ye must endcavonr, there-

. fore, to lire in constant prnparation to meet that 
judgmcn1, if w0 hope to ohta:n tlic stnte of 

_ hnppiness \,:bich is promised to the good and 
faithful servant. This is n knowledge ,•;hich 
docs not tend to opprci,s t11~ mind \Yith slavish 
fear, -this is a hope wliich cheers the traveller through lifo. 

The fortnne-tellrr. who \\"8. llC'Xt to thP. 
younger cftho pedlar.;, a~ they pas1;cd ;:1.ddr&1.so(. 
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herself to him, desiring to look at the palm 

of his band, offering to tell him whether his 

sweetheart was true. This address fluttered 

Pat a little, but a moment's reflection settled his 

r1ind again, for how could she hnow tl10 heart 

of his Hose, and what information could bo 

obtained upon such a subject, or indcecl upon 

any otber frcm the palm of 11is hand: he did 

not permit her therefore to examine it, but 

walked on, and when his father turned his eye 

upon the woman, she quailed before it, rebuke. 

He trusted not to his eye to rebuke her, hnt 

spoke sharply to her on.her way of 1ifo, and 

stro,·e to make her sensible of its sinfolncs~.

The presumption of tlie pretence to look into 

futurity-the impositions pradisetl on the un- , 

wary, were crimes of ·which tt bel1ovcu her to 

l'<'pent in time. ~he mutten·d something about 

ber poverty. hut he stopped her short, po\·ert.v, 

.he said, was 110 excuse for wickedness, tl1cre 

wr.rc many h0nc ~t moans of getting bre::.id. and 

.she need not he ut a lo :;-; fo r,a li•.;cJihQo ,l if she 

rightly C'.·i>rcised the talent which she now so 

shamcfu1ly rni~applicd. The fortunc~te11 er diJ 

not want to prolong her stay near so shrewd 

an obscrver
1 

nnrl the Pedlars proceeded on tbeir 

way, resuming, witbont interruption, their con

versation, which now turned upon that desire 

to peep into futurity which opJY'ars in things 

considered harmless or only silly. This dc

s,rc 1s \'ery dif-forcnt fr.om the care to prmide 
D ?, 

• 
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for future wants by honest exertions, and it 
tends to prevent those exertions by encouragi!'lg 
a dependence on luck and chance, and occu
pying ourselves with observing signs and toke:ns. 
The winding sheet and wedding ring in the 
candle, the stranger swimming in tho tea-cup, 
the itching of the p:1lm in giving or receiving 
money, tbe death-bell, the death-watch, and 
numberless others, like little prickles strewed in 
our paths, should be trampled upon to prevent 
their teazing us, and to hinder such folly from 
gaining ground. Chance or artifice may im
pose upon tbe weak and credulous, and causo 
them to adopt some course of which they shall 
bitterly repent, or terrify them so that they may 
receive a shock from which they shall never 
recover; for conscious that their rnotirn is not 
justifiable, in attempting to discover what no. 
Luman means can disclo:;e, it is not surprising 
that an anxious horror should attend the adven
ture; a!ld Darby, reco11ecting a case of this kind, 
told it to his son. The daughter of a farmer 
went out on Hallow-eve night to sow hemp
see<l. She was to scatter it, she was told, o.s 
she walked roun1l the house, and to look occa
:,iona11y behind her for tho fi gure of ber future 
lrn sbond. Tbo family beard her shriek dread
fully, o.nd the sound of her feet informed them 
with what violrnco and speed she was hasten
ing homo. They ran to the door, and opened 
it just M she reached it; 11he fell in all along 

I 
L 
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upon tbe floor-lhey rnis~d her-she was dead, 

and her face quite black by the stagnation of 

tho blood. The glances of tbe moon, tho 

waving'of a bush, in the excited state of her spi

rits she had doubtless mistaken for a figure; 

and fear had overpowered her, weak as she 

was at the time. 

DIALOGUE '\"'I. 

Farmer, Darby, Pat. 

UOSPlTALIT'l. 

F~rmer. And is that my own old gossipDar'Ly 

Brady? I thought it was yon when I saw 

you from the far siLle of this big fie1<l, though 

it is so loug since we met. This must be one 

of your sonP, for he looks like n. branch of the 

old tree. Perhaps it is tho little fellow-Pat 

I think, was his name-whom his mother was 

nursing the last time I wa3 o.t your place. 

Darby. Ho is Pat indeed, nnd glad enough 

I o.m to let him see his father's old . frien<l, and 

to see yourself looking so well. I hopo your 

good womo.n, and the children, ure in goml 

health. 
Fanner. Y 011 !\hall soon s~c w·hothrr thc.f 

nro or not-tl,:i'-\; my h\lnse \Yith the tree. 



about it, beyond the next field. Ah'. Darby~ 
l see you stop to look at me, almost ready to 
F-ay, '' Arc you in earnest, and can such a 
house as that belong to one ·vd10 began tho 
,vorld some t\vcnty years ago, with nothin~ 
but a strong pair of arms ancl a willing heart?'' 

Darby. You arc \Vortliy, Tom, of a l.iet
ter house than m·cn th::i.t; ht.,t I am 110\Y an 
old mnn, and have seen so many ruined li_v 
building, and shewing off nt firi-t, that 1 am 
easily frightened. But your old friend menni 
no offence. 

Fnrme,. I'm sure yon don't. nor do I tako 
any. Your remarks arc qnite right, and show 
your discrcetion. It is nc:uly twenty niars 
;in•ce I took this farm; it i; g-ood iand; 1 
have n good landlord, and a long leu. e; I 
liad saved a litt1c money, ancl my mind was. 
bent on Ellen Cleary. I dicl not know or 

-care about her fortun;, because I WEIS safo,fied 
she was a right good girl, weH brought np, and 
knew all about a farm. and I Jm'Nt her dcarh-. 
\Yhen I got settled, therefore, on my farm,. r 
nsked her parents' consent, which tlw.\· gum 
frnel~·. und n pretty little fortune hc-;id,.._ .f 
would not remove her from lier fat.lier's C'Olll
forta.ble plncc iill J hacl a house fit to n'ePffC 
her in; and after consulting wiser people tbnn 
myself, I ventured to huild a ,lc>ccnt hn11 -c f 
lime and stnnf', t\YO stories high, and Y:cl! 
~latod. I built my ont-hou~es. ho\,·C'\'cr, first. 
fonced my field , 

0

laid in my !4tock, and pl:rnt• 
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<id my potntoe~. I had tbe:1 better heart to · 

begin at the dwc11ing-house. At first I finished 

two rnorns, \Yhich served us for a while very 

,veil, and 0very year I strove . to do a liWe 

more, tlwt is if 
0

tl1~ year was good; but if my 

har\'est had not ans\\ ercd. well, tl1c lionsc got 

110 farther fini~hing that time; for 1 took es

pecial cure not to ~~o beyond my ability, or to 

run in debt, tbo:lgh what I did, T stro, c to 

do ,vell. It. was sercral JNl.Ts before I got 

my little 1i1ucc complete, but now it is to 

my mind. and I hope you. ,._ i11 like it liclter 

wh<'n yon c-ntor it. Y Oll and Pat must stop 

with me, nnd make ruy hon. c your home while 

. yon remain in thif- pai~t of the ~c,untry. I long 

to talk to you about oltl times antl o1d llcigh

bours, and to shew yon wbat I have don<' 

here; but 3hovc all. to brin;.!: you acq1w.inted 

}Vith 1w,- wife arnl children. The four ·yonugest 

are in l;ciri hy this time, but ] have t~\'O l;oys 

nn,1 a girl that·,\ ill lie happy to. sec your son, 

r1ud make the place u~recublc to him. 

Darb.lJ. I um n 'joiccd to sec yon so com

fortt.\ J1e, antl above the ,Yorld, which I reckon 

c\·er,· man in ue who is industrioui-. and out 

of cl~bt. You wmit the rigl1t ,.,-ay· to "·ork, 

T,,m. in 1iroc·1ni1w tho meaes heforc von in-
o • 

r.11m:,d the e~q,cn.,e, and I w,rnhl tlrnt your 

goo,l C':xamp1c ,Yem more gencrnlly iol10\nicl. 

Ellen CosleL/o. Thc_c are fricm,1s of yonr3, 

Ten,, and they are v.~elconiu to me. · 



PctJ'mf!r. Y cs, mv old friend and gossir, Da\hy Brady, and his soa. 
Ellen. vV cl come ten times over! I uften 

wished to see you, Sir, for my Tom loves you 
1ike a brother. Herc J cm, 'I'im, and i\lary, 
take care of this young man, and make him 
comfortable; he looks as if he was tired. 

Pat. I thank you kindly, Ma'am 
Darby. ( looking about) Aye, Tom, the in

side is even better than the outside. Your 
pleasant-looking wifo, and fine boys and girl 
growing up, and helping you, I warrant. 

Farmer. The boys are, indeed, n groat 
help to mo~ and tl10 girl the same to her mo
ther, in taking care of the younger children; 
but though we make them useful at homo, Wu 
never let them want for learning. lt was no 
liindcrancc to other business when they were 
fit for it; and now both they themselves, ancl 
we find great advantage from it, My boys aro 
ready clerks, and they all read well, cind love 
reading. There is no scarcity of suitable books 
DOW for young people; than ks to those \\ ho 
take such pains to collect them. 

Darby. I trust your children nro too WPll 
acquainted with their duty, and too much 
obliged to yoa, not to do all in their power to 
repay your love and care. It is a poor sight 
for a man, after toiling hard, and Jenying him
self many a thing he micrbt want, in order to 
rear his family, looking forward to their help-
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ing Lim, and keeping h\m easy when age comes 
-qpon him-it is a poor sigbt1 I say, to see the 
~hildren, when they grow up, squandering 
what their father earned hardly, and bringing 
grief and poverty upon his old age. 

Farmer. When that happens, it is really 
a sorrowful case; but believe me, it is fifty to 
one but the parents are, at the bottom, in the 
fault themselves, by not making the children 
obedient to them, and keeping them employed, 
and teaching them to be contented with tho 
condition in which Providence has placed 
them. Let every parent keep himself aud his 
family in their own place---let him not desire 
to rise ouf of it, unless his merit be tho 
cause of rai;ing him to one that is higher; anu 
never faar, if he takes care of his children, 
and gains their esteem and love, but they will 
follow his example. 

IlHALOGUE VII. 

Pat. Farmer. Darby. 

'l'IlE IIARVES'f·IIOME. 

Pat. Father, it would do your heart gooll 
to seo the harvest men at dinner, and the 
young peq>le of the family waiting upon them 
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,o cheerfully, . running to get whatever they 
want; seemingly not at all tired with prepar
ing diuner for 80 many. 

Farmer. Often I ask the young women 
whom I call in to assist my wifo, do they 
think they wi:l be so r lcasaut in their own 
cabins, and so re~dy to v-; ait on th8ir husbands 
when the poor men come i~ tired after work
ing bard all day, to maintain tbem and their 
children . I h~ve sec'J'l girls light and active 
in their master's house, grudging 1io troublo 
to attend the labonrors at a han·cst home, 
:;i,nd yet when a young man has chosen a wife 
from among tbl!m, and ,cry rcsonably expects 
the same cbemfol acfr,:ity and comfort in his 
own house, he has found' 'neither; Li s dinner 
cold; bis place untidy, and his wife !-tiff and 
ill-tempered at his reasonable complaint, in
stead of u king his pardon, and promising to 
<lo better for tbe time to come. 

Pat. \Y Pll , lrnt a man !-;horild not 0.xpoct too 
much, nortbink hi,, wife bonnd to wait on him. 

Fai'JJLer. Liis wifo is bo1111d to make him 
comfortable in the cahiu which be i~ laLouring 
to keep over her licad; and what waiting is there 
upon one poor n1 an, except to prepare hi.- meals, 
and afterwards sit down pleasantly beside him, 
to take~ bare of th~ni. I must no~· go and sctihe 
people to work. l\ly woman woulJ keep you 
company, but she's busy too, and we clo not want 
to beha,·e to you as if you \\'ere !;trangers. 

Farmer tfHd l,frs. Costelto go out. 

., 



Darby. Pat. 

Darb.I/, There is a useful lesson for youp 

P,J.t. Ycu see bow honest. indnstry tlHives. 

\Vben Tom b£>gan the WCJrld lie had nothing; 

he is now a snbstantial farmer. 
Pat. There are some people that have 

good lnck on their side, nod l snppose our 

friend is one of them; whilst others whom I 

ha\'e head of, fail in every t4ing they under• 

take. 
Drni.lJ. That is a great mistake, and would 

! go to check all exertion, as soon as over our 

~ f J>lans were ·ound unsuccessful. I have known 

'• .. 

piany to fail in their early nndertakings, who 

have at last succeeded; and they have o.cknow• 

ledgcd, that the cause of their e::n1y disap· 

rointment was their own vnint of prudence, or 

their inexperience. 
Pat. [ can believe that.; for surely if ~ 

had not the advantage of your knowledge and. 

experience in this ·my first journey, 1 could 

not hope to ,-uccecd, although I trust there 

won1d be no want of honesty or exertion on 

my part. 
Darby. You may see, also, in the instance 

of my bossip, tbu.t besides bo11esty, and intel 

li~ence, acti\'ily is necessary to success in life . 

1 f 119 had the custom of employing atl1Ns t0 
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loot nfkr his busincs.~, depend upon it he 
would be a different kind of man from what he is 
at pwwnt. He left us now to go to bis lnhourrrs, 
and amongst them he will remain till the Jay ·s 
work is over_; for, as he told me last night, 
he never saw a pair of eyes equal to his own 
for lookinir after bis farm. 

Pat. That reminds me of a story I read in 
t). little Look, which shews the same thing. 

Darb!J. Tell it to me, Pat. l love to eoe 
that you profit by what you read. 

Pal. A young man came into possessi0n 
of a farm by his father's death, which had 
brought in t\YO bunJred pounds a year to thl) 
old man, who, I suppo1.c, was such another 
as your gossip. The son, bowercr, wa➔ a 
different kind of perrnn ; be bought a tight 
hack; never misseJ. a hunt; kPpt a couple of 
sporting dog!',, and, in short, set himself up for 
an idle gentleman. 

Darby. In tbo moan timo, I supposo his 
farm WU!! neglected. 

Pal. It was, indeed, and for the best of all 
refu>ons-be never looked after it himself, hut 
gave tbc management of it to a steward i anu 
the consequence may he guessed: in two years 
he was glad to underlet tho ha1f of it; and what 
do you think happened, in ten years after; 
his tenant was able to buy not only the land .. 
lo.r<l's ii)tcrest in tho JanJ which ho had Lakeo, 
bat to take the other half on advantogoou 

C: 
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t.e-rms; but tbe moral is to come yet, father
How comes it, !:lays tho squire to his tenant, 
that I could not live upon the whole farm, 
whilst you have been saving money, though 
you had but the half of it, and paid a smart 
rent for it? Sir, said tho farmer, two words ' 
made all the difference, you said Go, and I said 
Comt:. \Vbat's the meaning of thrt? said the 
landlord. You took your pleasure, and em
ployed others about your business ; but I roso 
betimes-was always on foot, and saw rny 
business done myself. 

Darby. I thank you, Pat, for your story, 
which shews the advantage of looking after 
one's own affairs. Thero arc thr~e short max
ims on this subject, which it would be well for 
overy one to remember: 1. Never do that 
by another, which you can and ought to do 
yourself. 2. Delay not till to-morrow, that 
which you can and ought to do to-day. 3. Ne
glect not small things. These three rules, 
short as they are, would havo made many a 
one wealthy and happy, who is now poor and 
mis.erable. 

Pat. I dont doubt but it was attention to 
these mles which has mado l\Ir. Costello so 
prosperous. I had heard so often, that a farmer's 
houso and a farmer's garden cannot be ox~ 
rectcd to be neat, that I wa8 not surprizecl, 
tbougb sorry, whenever I saw dirty yar<l~ 
bo{Qro tho lloor~ tho dirt b1oo~t into t1to 



~ .u,es, and the large gardens O\'errun with 
weeds, but I thought there v. as no help for it. 

Darby. K ow you may see, that dirt and 
disorder do not 11lways accompany a hurry of 
business; but rather arc a Lindrnnc:e to it£: , Cl 

& getting on. h 
Pat. I admire tho pretty little lane lead

ing to the house, so nent and so shady, and 
o.11 so tidy and clean before the door; every 
thing is complete, there arc scrapers to clean 
the shoes on, and mats in ~ide the door, and 
books to hang the children's hats on, j11st as 
high as tlrn.t each can reach to -his o.wn, e\·en 
the least of them; those that 'lre old enough 
have little plantations of trees and quicks, 
which they arc expected to rear, and keep 
neat and clean; indeed, if they did not, they 
would be taken from them: they make money 
of them, as James told me, and q::i.ch of them 
bas already put a little into the Savings Bank. 
lVhat a pretty parl0ur l\lrs. Costello has, and 
her bed•rooms so snug and comfortable, and all so clean. 

Darby. Don't forget her dairy, that is n 
pattern to all farmer's wives, the smell of it is 
so fresh and .so sweet, for she lets 1:othing into 
it but what belongs to the dairy; and this ac
_counts for her butter always bringing tlle highQst price. 

Pat. The secret of nll this rcgufo.rity i~ 
ffonnd in one short sent.enoe, there is a. plac 

fl 
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fot e;ery thing, and ruy gossip expects to find 

every tllintr in its place, which in the end is a . ::, 

great saving of trouble. Then the bacon) 

though it is out of sight, is kept as neatly as 

if it wa.s before the door. · Look how well 

cropped tl1e gar<len is, and also plenty of fruit, 

and though tbere arc not a groat many flowers 

to set it off, it is s > free from weeds, and the 

walks so even and smooth, that it is a plea• 

sure to go into it, And bis beautiful hedges} 

I hope he will tell us bow he manages to have 

such good fences . 

Darby. But wo runst not forget our walk 

farther into the country, where l\Ir. Costello 

has recommended us to hJ.s neighbours . In 

the e\'ening, I dare say he \Vill tell you every 

thing you want to know. I have promised to 

stay here for three days; we must then 11ro

cecd on our route; hut, returning, we will 

pay our friends another visit. 
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:OIAWGUE \-111 

lJa,·h_y . Farmer. Pai. 

NE.AT FENCES. 

Te'me, &em·ng. The fami"ly ,;.ealed before 
the door . 

Darhy. My boy has been ndmiring your 
hedges, nnd wondering bow they are kept so 
\\Thole and close. 

Farmer. I neQd not tell him how necessary 
it is to ham fields and gardens well fenced. 
It was one of the first tLings I diJ. when I got 
my farm. I asked the advice of several skilful 
JJeoplc, and acted accordingly. Some of the 
fields had hedges, but very bad and open ones. 
I cut them down sloping, and close to the bot
tom, and smoothed the cut with an adze, par
ticularly round the edges, and this encouraged 
young shoots to spring up. 

Pat. But, Sir, how did you do when the 
hedge was old, and full of gaps? 

Farmer. l dug away the earth at the back 
of it, down to the bottom of the hedge; 
planting young quicks \Vill not do, though 
transplanting old ones may succeed very well. 
But if the thorns on each side of the openings 
10 the hedge are long enough to meet, it is 
best to strip them of all little branches, then 
nick them auout half through, laying them 
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a.long the ditc-b, and confining them by stick; 
with a crook at the end, firmly driven in, thia is what i~ called plashing, which soon makes a fine young hedge spring up; but no covering of s0ds, clay, or scouring, ~hould be laid over it. 

Pat. Now about the new hedges. 
/!armer. I shall tell you that too, my boy, for you may happen to be a farmer before you die; and at all events, knowledge is a light·' load to carry. I was advised not to make my bank very thick, but a little sloped. When the bank is formed of the scouring of the drain, it should be raised gradually, and left to harden, but the quicks must always be planted in; they should be cut short, and dibbled in so as to stand straight up, and then the rain will 1?,"et at the roots. Attention must also be given to the pruning of them for three or four years, con. fining every one to a single stem, and weeding them carefully. This care and exactness seems troublesome and tedious, but it saves more trouble and time afterwards, than one can have a notion of. 

Pat. How do you prevent cattle from eating young quick . 
Farmer. I keep the ditch well scoured. 
Darby. And yet I perceive in some o: your fields, where the hedges are well gro~n, yon have no gripe ut all. 
Farmer, Because when my fence is grown 

, 
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fo a proE>er height n.nd thickness, am1 :i,; scertie 

as a ten feet wall, I throw stone:-, in the gripeo, 

and then cover them with cu.rth, so that I ham 

all the advautage of a drain, and none of the 

land is lest, for even the bank will afford some 

grass. 
Pat. That is a beautiful hedge betv,·een 

your orchard and garden . 
Farmer . It 1s made of willo•,•: p1aut<:, two 

years old, pnt out in ,:-rinter. They are plant

ed in two rows, not faci:1g each other, hut 

dian1ond-wise, and the tops fo;;tened \Vith 

packthread and sallowg, 

'Darb.1/. I tllought thd hol1y hedge" t;rcw 

so slo\\-ly th9-t fow liked to rear them, and yet 

1 see you have several of that ki11d . 
Fanner. They d.o not grow so ,;;lowly as 

people think. The berries are lmried lil:e 

ha\VS The plan ts are pr:.t out in ... ~ pril or 

:May, and make an c:xccll0nt fence; and whut ' 

can.look more beautiful in winter? 

Pat. Your hedges are so nicely clipped, 

and narrow at top, like a coped \Vall, and tho 

trflcs grow through. them go bandsome1y, that 

one could not he tired admiring them. You 

have different kinds of trees. 
Farmer . Some n.m,,·er in 0;1c soil, and some Nl 

another. Ash grows best in dry ground ; Alder 

in a moist place, and the timbcl· i.; good . Eng

lish elms are fine trees, but they take root .:o near 

the surface, that they are apt to be hlo,,·n down 

i 
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hy n. liigh wind. so I graft thorn on stocks of 

Srnteh <~I 111!'1, \\·hicl1, J l1opr, ,Yill prcrcnt tba1 

I ,arch is n. lianJsomc and profitable tree, hnt 

1lw•,, ct11d tuc re t of tbr fir trilie, should be 

1 pla~1ied thick, to sl1eltct· one anotl1er "·hile 

thr.v arc Yrmn<r. Sycamore is a fine wood for 
• ' • 0 • 

t11nH'rs. l lo\·e the ucccb, and the fonc, anrl 

the hor;;o chestnut, with its spikes of fio\\·crs. 

Tl1c oak indeed j,_ lon~ gro,Ying, hut my grand

cltil~lr(m may sec it in perfection. 1'1rnt spot 

near t.he river, plantccl witb ozier~, has brought . 

me a good deal of money from coopers ancl 

haske't makers. 

Dar&!f. You observe, Pat, what a great ad

vantage there is in good fences . l have often 

seen great care and clcYerncss in mn.nnring 

nnd improring land; and potn.to0.s pbntcu i.n 

a complcte manner, and yet, for want of a 

good foncc, strange cattle get in, nnd ilcstroy 

more than ther con<::umc-timc as well as sub

stance is lost h~· the tn'spass; and, \Y01'1't of all, 

rn blood i- raised bcl\\·ccn neigh boun, whrn co.t· 

tic are impounded. All thi~, howe>ver, may he 

JHc,·cntcd by ~ood. close fonrcs, anu prnpPr 

gates, lic.idcc; the impro,·cmcnt tlH'Y are to t1v:: 

c1ppcarnncc of tbC' conntry. 



Dl.-\LOGUB: IX. 

Prtl, Farmer, Darby. 

A COTTAGE .iS IT SHOULD llE. 

Pat. Father, you must come and look at 

a cottage, I cannot call it a cabin, on l\lr, 

Costello's lanJ. I thiuk Enghm<l wou1d not 

be ashumPd of snch a pla t:c. ft looks !:O neat, 

with rnontlily roses. and ~!r? ping plnnts trained 

over the front of the hou~e. and t-;Yo neat 

sash windows lookin~ into a little flower gar-

den, which is enclosed from the road up to the 

door. l 1ma1~ bolJ to wn1k in, and foun<l the 

earthen tloor qnHc o•;rn, :1'5 lrnnl a!-. a stone, 

anJ a little raised ahorc the outsiJc 1crcl, tho 

dresser painted, and the ,,c:.-sc! · bright and 

shinint(J'; neat furniture, n 1•ood t\qmfortable 
l. , t, 

bed in tllc room; ut tlH! other onJ of the kitchen 

\\'US another lrnd-c:ha111lwr, with a window in it, 

so that tb;-y conld l.:io.ve ,a tilorongh n;r,· wllen

cvcr tlH'Y wished. to ventilate tbe plaec. Th~rc 

wns a small gate from the road :;idc, and a ,., 

forger one hesidc it_. snfficil~ntly wide for a cart, ~ 

which lcJ to a cow hon-,c, Jairy, and fov1l I: 

honsP; all the buildings \.Vere of lime :ind stone, re 

nml neatly thatched, e:sccpt tile pig-house, ,3 

which was arched over. 
• Farmer. Ye•, Pat, and the most surprising 

part is yet to bG toH-ull this a labouring; 
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l'nan did l1im-,eH, with the holp of a. handy 

neigbbnur. He ha,.l worked in a garden, and 

had n liking for UO\Ycrs. Ile and his wife tak(' 

deligbt in keeping the place. in order: n.ncl 

tho11g;h the w01u::rn has several litt]c! cr..ildren 

to mind, sln~ docs not make tl1at an excuse for 

neglect or untidiness. 
Darb.If. lt is not then your own place only, 

Tom, hut the cabins ubont yon, wl11ch deserve 

praise for being so remark:thly clean and com

fortahle 
Pat. \Yl10n sl1a1l \VO sec snch habits 

pr0.vuiling t1:irough foe country-when will tro 

poor man h-arn to Jon~ win dot.vs ,,_ lt:ch can let 

in air and light-gardens carefol1y fenced and 

crop11Nl--~oun 1r trees rrrowitl'r up-no duncr-
.,T ::, = ::, t'.\ 

hills at the doors---no vools-the p1g in lier 

little stye-tl1e p1cmant, sonnd of the wl1cel 

within the lJOuse, n.nd the women and children 

tidy and well taught ;-tell me, Mr. Costt::llo, 

how have you been able to <lo so much? 

Fanner. ~\s I ham a good deal of land, I 

must employ labourer::, and ,I make it a con

dition with tbem nnd their familie-,, that they 

keep themselres and their little places decent. 

It serves both tbcm and rne that they should 

respect themselves, and not lie satis~i~d to live 

in dirt. 
Pat. It wa!! ea~y for them to agree lo such 

conditiom. 
Farmer. .i.. ~ot so cn.sy m; you think- yott 

I:: 2 



who ncvor worn used to any tl1ing but decency, 
bo.ve iio !lotion of tho dirt ·r, lli:-;1rn1.l c~J.iiJJs 
Homo of tliese very people hmL I laid it du\\'Ji, 

UwrC'fore, when they offorctl to work for me, 
tlrnt tbC'y n;ust agree to my propo.-als if they 
cxpcctetl employment. I cominced them also, 
thou~h with some diflic111Ly, that it would lie 
for their advantage to receive their wage-; at lhc 
Leginning of the vYeek. \V 8dnestlay is tho 
market clay, and tlrns they can lay in ,,,I.rn.t 
they want, anJ. arc preserved from tho temp
tation of spending their money on Sunday. 
'l'he next step l made, was tu obtain their 
consent to leave part of their carning8 with 
mo, to pay, h_y degree~, for thi1Jgs wan ting in 
the cabin. Some of them, for exam pl<', had no 
Lctlsteads; J, therefore, got several cheap ones 
rnau.e, and when tho money left in my bands 
was 1:;uffieient, I gave them, of course, at cost 
price : and so with other conveniencics . The 
fnrnitnrc once procureu, I found it less dif
ficult to persuade them to lodge a little triilc 
weekly in the Savings' Bank, and to send their 
children to scliool. 

These expense::; looked big to them o.t first, 
and they murmured much, but when tbc.r 
four:cl tbat I would givo them work on no 
other term", tbcy were rnLi!dieLl to try, an<l 
the trial plea~ctl them, and showed them uot 
only that I had tlieir comfort in \ iew, but also 
ta11gl1t them ho\Y much they eouhl accompli~ 

I ·1 

!t 
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by management. To be smo I had at first 

to think and plan for tbem as if they were 

children. 
DnrbJ, How con1d yon, wl10 bavc so much 

' ., business of your own, giro up your time to 

i .. 

•''' I • 

.. .. ' 

them? 
Farmer. Y nu know my business lie~ in the 

fields, :md not with1n the house, hence it takes 

but little time, and. little tronble ju~t to iook: 

inlo a cahin us 1 pn,s; \Yl1He I am out also 

with my men, it co~ts me no trouble to give 

them a worJ of a,hice in a friendly wav; and 

thongh I am nol a 1ich man, o~· ; gou tiuman, 

they take what l sny to them in r~ood part, 

nnd what is better, thrY. mirnl it. Tberc is no 

one hut can <lo some goo<l, lir it little or much, 

in his neig,libnurhoo<l; be.~idRs, tbaL it is our 

duty to help those who arc uuJ,cr our enre, in 

th~ best wav \.Ve ean. 
Darby. \rom wifo is~ no d,,ubt, o. good help 

to yuu, l\!r. Costello, in all ~·o,ir plan·. 

F'rm11er. :, or.c Ll'ltcr, Dn.rby. ~he sets 

thc!n an xnmplc. and for ~liat reason lier 

advice hn.s more wright with thrm. She put 

tbe women 1n the ·way of '-?ir.ning; for thc111-

sclvcs, nm\ for hN, nntl thP. yurn they Jid not 

want, :;he got so\1\ in nuhlin. As L prr

suuded. the men, she inJncc1l the vrnmcn to 

leave part of the spinning money in her lJands, 

with which she boughi. 1.,lunkels, anti by getting 

n qnantity together they cntn9 ehonp. · \Y hen 

E ~ 
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u \\·01unn ]1atl ra.rnc<l the priee, slrn got the blanket, and many other thing::; tbc same way, Lill at lal:it the~, came to look like another sort of people.· It required a great <lwl of firmnc:;s, as I havo already said; but when they found 1t their interest to keep in con taut work, they- did as we aJ\·isc,l. I put them in the way 'of foneing their g:irden.c;;, and whnu tbey had them sceurc, they could grow a variety of vegetables, whic.:b Lefore they never th ought of; beans, for instance, planted in riJgcs, like potatoc!l, come in cnrly, and when boiled, and 1uashed up with pepper, salt, rnilk an<l hntter, or sweet Jard, and a little oat-meal or berc-mcal (my wife will tell you) rnakcs an excellent Jish, and sure,,; tlicm from digging :he now potatoes too f:Oon. l\!o:; t uf them have their litdc plots of sallows for their lJ:iskets and hurdles. and some arc very handy ;it such things, and <!'trn PJ1J11ey hy 'them L~t after hour~, ur on wet days, when no 011t bnsiness cun Lo June; L,~sitlcs they are not templed to burn them, us they lay in their tucf in tho proper seu~ o1 1. 
Darby. I see Lile consequence of ull t}iis. The mnn comes home to a comfortuhlo ho11..,C', and the womau seeing him taku delight iu his own place, is cncourugc<l to wake it plcm,iug to Lim. 

J>:✓t. Heaven Llcss yottr g,Jo,l hcnrt, an(l l!cavtJn has blessed you, if it was <Jllly in tho 
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plea,ur:'! of sc<:ir:g so many made happy liy 

your means. I liopo tlrnt good c.xawplos 

sprea.J as well as bud ones, anJ that several 

' , .. !.io Jo not work for you, uro taking pattern 

by your people. 

Dar~v. ! snppose your workmen uro nll 

rcmurkuuly sober men ; you would not givo 

work to one that wa~ not so; bnt indeed, vvhat 

with the bedsteads, the Savings' Banks, nnd 

children's schooling-, you learn little for them 

to drink. 

Ji'anner. "\Vhcn I can, I make the chilLlron 

earn their schooling, by setting them to gather 

<lung and weeds in the pasture ground. They 

lw.,·e liLtlo baskets to pnt them jn, and tbcn 

empty U10m into small heaps. l pay them 

for tlie quantity they collect, and if any is 

u\'cr their ~chooling, you might soc the little 

ncaturcs mu with it to my 1nisircss, to keep 

for Ll1cm till it comes to ten pence, to put into 

the hank; following the example their fathers 

and mothers ham set them. And this little 

gathering will in time get them a pair of shoes, 

or o. hat, or a Sunday froc.:k, or a little jacket; 

s«J111c hare earned u big coat; some of tlrn girls 

a cloak, tu wear in rain, or cold weather; anJ. 

their rnother;-3 take care thut those outsiJe 

cluLhcs shall not lJc throwu a.bout, but wheu 

not in wear, shall Le folJt!d smooth, and put 

into tlie chest, which form~ part of the for

nitttre in every cabin:. so that the children 
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a.re taught to be careful of what tu.ey ham 

earned.. 
Darby. K ow there is a little gir1, I snppo~e 

with her mother's cloak thrown over her bead 

this warm day, and the tail trailing in the 

dust; 1 am sure she don't belong to your work- ' 

men. 
Farm"r. Sbe cloes not. and yet her pa• 

rents ought to be as well off as any ~f them, h1it 

they live in a miserable way. 1 Tow that is an 

instance of their waste. · 

Prd. \Yhy don't you advise thcmi Sir? 

Farmer. l~xccpt 1 could make them take 

my advice, there wonltl be no use in giving il; 

it only makes it be thought le:::s about; and I 

have no authority o\'er them. They c,cc how 

snug my labourers are; and as example goes 

before precept, perhaps thut will barn some 

good effect at last. \Ve could not atfonl to 

make presents, and would not if we coulJ, 

because it is best to make veople ear~ what 

they get; and iL docs them more good. T!wrc 

arc kind-hearLcd people amongst the 1ich,. who 

every year give the poor in their ncighbour

hcocl clothes aad ulankets, and in too rnnny 

instances I hn.vc known the \Vor::; t consc<1ue11ce:-. 

They depend upon this aid, anJ. j11~t wear 

what they get, perhaps \\ ithout putting in a 

stitch wbcn it would be wanted, till they ore 

rn rags at tlJC encl of the year. 

Darby. This is the reason why our eoun • 
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L-ymcn arc r:.i.lle 1.l lazy an<l ungrateful ; -

they don't know the n.duc of whnt they Jo 

110t earn; an<l after a ·while thry look npon 

wbat i.; given to them us a riglit, shewing no 

impro\l'Jllcnt, Md disappointing the worlby 

persons who intcnd0d to he] p them. Bnt rn011 

in ~·om way, \Vho ba\c l!neh an opportunity of 

"Ccin,r wliat tho poor want anll of knowin°· 
0 

0 
' 0 

' their ways, can scrre them E-ffectually, hy 

tt'achin~ them how to do for tLemselvcH. lf 

ille ricl1 o.ro then inclincJ to help them, they 

know the val11e of suc.;:r1 hcln, uuu arc tbuuk-

fol for it. • 

DIALOGUE X, 

Pat.-Farmer.--Darby. 

YEAT F.AR.:\IING. 

Pnl. I nev0r saw fielJs so free from wcells 

as your's i\Ir. Costello. 

Farmer. \Yhen I came on my form, I was 

pestered with ihcm, cspcc.:ially with the thistles 

whieh butl lieeu left every year till the crop was 

ripe; and cnt <lown with it, or else the corn wu:; 

tmmplcll down before tho corn wa:,; cut, in c11t

Lit1g the wcPJ~ with n reaping hook. It Clll'lEetl 

th r. rdore noi only troubl·o, dcl.lry and cxpoI!~<i 
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to separate the wee1ls from the corn, but, ,':'hat 

v,rns worse, the roots remained, and theseds hav

ing flown abroad, they proclnced the same e\·il, 

or rather, in an increased degree the following 

year. 
Darby. -You have got rid of them now how-

ever. 
Frrrme;·. \Vhen the ground was soft, I got 

them pu1l1'd up with wooden ton 6c: . Tho~e that 

were too <le<-p for that, J cut ''" hen tb0y ..-:ere 

about a foot higli. ,Yitl1 n. br,,ad ehi.~el, one iuch 

and a hn.lf und'cr the surface, wl1ich killed the 

root, and thus got rid of them at last, hking 

care to keep them out of the ground e\·cr uftcr. 

Pat. Your horses a1~o look \·cry wdl. 

Farme,·. So best for myself; 1 i.Yatch \Vell 

tbat they are not over worked or al 111scd, for I 

l1avc oft.en knO\\'D cattle de,,lroycd by letting 

giddy or ill-naturr.11 boys have the command 

of them, perhaps goading them with a nail stuck 

in a stick, when a whip would answer the pur-

pose of driring them on. 
• Pat. I am sure you ~;ould not have the 

whip usnd often . • 
Farmer. Coaxing is better, and we have 

n bundle of hay on the headfandq, for our 

plough horses to take a mouthful when iLey 

come to it, and it cnconrage-. them. 
Pat. I believe Mrs. Costello ta.keg great 

pleasure in her garden. 
Farmer. Sbo does indeed, but she lrni. not 

.. 
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n1nch tinic to i.:1i1,k of curious flower:1, though 

she admires them; the cliildrcn ahouL tbt~ 

.plaeo_. bowevcr, !hink nothinµ: can be finer tlian 

the few !ibe li:13, and come ht'.•!.!'ging some from 

Ltir to plant in their gardens,.., at home. Sho 

likes to cm:ottr ere tbi5 fanc'I.· for sbe savs it 
h •'' ,. .J 

may be a means of l·ccping them inr1ocent, and 

making tlicm industrious, , so she g,oes to look 

at iheir ~anle11s, and if they arc free _from \Yceds, 

and the walks arc clear.. and ,rrgn1ar, she gi\'CS 

tl.icm s!iarc of her Ho~'crs witlJ 11l6aioiure; but if 

the ·gnrden be dirty, not a flower or flower

seed do they get till they put it to right~. 

Daroy. That is tl}e way to make a pretty 

garden for evr•ry er.Lin, antl to keep cl1ildrcn 

off tlic road . 
Em·mc,-. \Yo rnve our own sf'ccls, and that 

makes our f!;Urdens le~s f>Xp;_nsiv~ to liS. 

Pal . . ] tlioughl our weather wu~ ,too damp 

to sa\'c tho seeds propP1 ly. 
Fanner. You know ·we have dry Vie:.ither 

sometimes, and enough of it, if v;·e; t~k·e care, to 

save all tho seeds we \',ant. · I Yrns told that 

nine hundred wci;;ht of red c1ovcrsecd Las liqen 

saved on two ncrcs of laud, and that you know 

pays ,·cry \,·ell. . . , 

Dar/.J'!J. I ha\e bren ~dmirinO' :your hay . -:, . 
of last year. It app,e· rs .·o sweet .and fre::,h, 

like new b1Y, anll of sm:li a heautiful colour, 

how comes 1t that it i1> so diflerc11i from that 

of other pooplei-



H,tmcr. I make it into lapcoc1.s, which 1 
think i., the s11rcst nntl best -...·vny 0f rnann~ing 
hay; for, let the weather Le wet or tki' it i!- ~afc-; 
a.rid ns tb0re is a hole left through th~ cock,· tlio 
1tir dries it, so that the hny is rnakin1r dav aml . l b J rng J t. 

Darby. How arc the lnpcocks made? 
Farmer. \Vhile the grass is green tlicy nr~ 

made small, and if there is llOt time the day it 
is cut, it may lie one night on the swani.
N e:xt morning l shake it out, and tnrn it with 
a rake, which i'5 better than r.. pitchfork, bC'
cause it takes the whole up from the gro11n,l. 
lo the afternoon I make it into lap-cocks after 
this manner: I gather as much o.c; will make 
one, o.nd ~bake the upper part, then take it in 
my arms, and with my left hand hold it close 
to tl10 breast, turning in one encl underneath 
with the right arm, and then as I lay it d0wn 
on the raked ground, turning the ot11C'r c-nd in, 
like a lady's muff. This makes it high in the 
middle, and the rain falls off. 1 t may stand 
for several <lap in this situation, till it is suffi
ciently dry to prevent its heating, for ihere ic:; 
little use it, tnrning the bay. Several couples 
may be thus employed in the field. One per• 
son raking the grass off the ground, nnd the 
otber making it into lap-cocks. A longer or 
E>bortcr tim,1 howerc,r, is given to the grRss ta 

ij 
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fit it for couks, according to the weather, and 

the nature of the ground. \Vhen it is dry enough 

for tramp-cocks .. I carry it into plots, putting 

us much in a plot as will make a large cock, and 

shaking it well to give it the advantage of sun 

and wind. I have the meadowwell nlked, and 

the rakings ca,rried to tlic plot; then turn the 

whole, be6inning at the lee-side of the field, and 

when that is done I begin to make tbe cocks. 

Pat. I bear that in England they draw 

their hay into the haggard, about the time we 

make it into tramp-cocks. 

Farmer. If that could be safel v done here 

it would save us a great deal of ~labour, but 

our climate is too moist, and the grass is too 

full of juice to let us follow· the same plan. 

However we are apt to let the tramp cocks 

stand too long in the field, which waste,- the 

hay on tho outside and bottom of the cock.

It is a great mistake too, to let tho meadows 

stand very long before they arc eut-the hay 

is the worsP., and the after-grass great] y burl; 

by it, which is a sore loss to the fam1er. 

Pat. Yon spoke of preventing hay from 

l1caling. I have heard lhat hay was sweeter 

for being o. little heated, and tbat cattle liked 

it better. 
Farmer. That is another mistake, for heat

ing is the beginning of rotting, which you know 

cannot be wholesome; besides this sometimes 

F 



I • a1so eau5e& L.eat in the stomach of a bPast, nnd 
makes it tbirstv. 

Pal. l bejjeve you cut your orchard gr.a~a 
for ,;oil. 

Farmer. It would be too damp for bay, aml 
difficult to make among the trees, and I find it 
Jrnys me better in soil. There is one thing I am 
vc-ry particular about, and which l think it right 
to mention to you, I never set rakes or pitchforks 
or any thing of thn.t kind against hay-cocks. 
Ii is as you know a common practice for those 
who ara making up the cocks to slide down the 
sides when tbe work is over-and many acci
dents lrn\'o thus occurrnd. 

After having rested a few Jays with his gfl«· 
sip, Darby and bis son left this hospitable abode, 
a promise being first exacted from the01, that 
they would repeat the visit on their return.
They turned their faces t6 th0 county Wick
low, anJ w·crc delighted with its beauties, 
though these woro not new to Darhy-he had 
often admired tbrm, when lrn walk<'d alone 
through the enchanting valc8, now skirted by 
hil1s covered. with wood, and now by rocks 
shining with co.pper ore : ho b:id tra~ed the 
course of its rivers falling down Lbe ste0p~, or 
1111iting flogcther and gently gliding along, while 
thennmorow. seais oftbe gentry around, addccl 
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to thJJ beauties of nature. As he hoho,ld tl.ieie 

,miliog scenes, l1is pleasure rcvi\•ed, but it ',Vas 

much increo.5e<l l1y the effect they had on his son, 

who, after gozin~ around bim with U1e silence 

of rapturous astonishment, burst ont singing.-

" There is not In tlle wide '"orkl a valley so s·wect, &c. 

Tho day wo.s far advanced ere tho two 

•ravcllers t11oughtof storping. Darby had boen 

anxious if possible to get on to his mual resting 

J>lace-but the road tl1cy had followed, and 

which bud been but recently made, led them 

out of their line, un<l it therefore became neccs-

ary to look for some place where they could 

find a bed and some fooJ-a matter, as it ap

peared, of somo difficulty, for the cnbir:s 

which were scattered bv the road side di(l 

not -promise tho c1can1in~. s thry sought for-

after walking however, a few miles further, and 

jmt as tbe sun was setting they discovered n. 

roor house of entertainment, into which tho 

fother il.cd son entered o.n<l. called for such ro

freshmenls us it afforded. 
\Yhilo they were at their meal, Darby's no

tioo was attracted by n. miserable looking rnan 

wbo sat in the chimney corner, and seemed nn

willing to meet his eye. The thought that be 

bad seen thi!,I penon before, iloatcd th rough 

Darliy'f,; mind. Ile approached and accosted 

l1iru wilh kint1ness. " I know yon," so.id the 



man; " Your face is only changed by years, 
,; perhap3 hardship, but not by sin, sicknes~, 
11 or sorrow. I should know Darby Brady any 
" where; but it is no wonder I seem a stranger 
" to you, though you once bad a regard for 

--,, Tom Ke]ly." Darby, at this name, was 
greatly moved, and begged to have the satis
faction of assisting an old friend. " Are you 
" comfortable in this place?" be enquired. 
" You seem to be very ill ; I can get a car, 
" and iake you to tbe next town, where you 
" can have some one to look after you till you 
" are better. " Better I never shall be," saiJ 
the poor invalid, " and if you lrnew but all, 
" I 90 not deserve your goo<l-natnre, for if I 
" had taken your advice, and followed your 
'· example, I should. be a different man to-day 
" from what I am ;-the people of this house 
" take all the care they can of me, and sha~e 
" the little they have with me-they arc my 
" cousins-I give them trouble, and that dis 
" tresses me, but they were not willing to 
" let me leave them when I was able, and 
" now I cannot. I barn not lollg to live, 
" however, so that they will soon be re
" leased from the hurden." Herc he turned 
upon Darhy bis sunken eyes, which were dim
med by the approach of deate, and a dreadful 
cough shook bis feeble frame. 

Pat looked upon the poor man with sorrow
ful surprise; he bad never before seen nny one 

,, 
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in such a state-be came forward, desirous to 
assist him, but not knowing in what manner. 
" Young man," said the sick person, " You 
" can do nothing for me, but may be I can 
" be of service to you. I perceive you are 
" the son of my true friend - and for his 
'' sake, for yours, &.nd my own, I am willing 
" to tell you what bas brought me into this 
" condition, into which I should not have fal
" len, had I been guided by him; my own 
" mind will be a little relieved if I can do 
" any good, for I have done a great deal of 
" harm. I lived near your father, my parents 
" were pretty well in the world for working 
" people; they put me to school, and my mo
" ther was careful to have me well dressed, 
" for I was the only son, and bad the name 
'~ of a pretty boy; I was something vain of 
" this, and this vanity increased with my years 
" of course; -your father perceived it, and, I 
" remember, once advised my mother, when she 
" was going to buy from bim some article of 
" c1othing for me, to ch use that which would be 
" strong and serviceable, instead of making 
" me dress above my condition. She answered 
" him too sharply, poor woman-told him she 
" was able and willing to pay for what she 
" wanted, anu would get it e] nwhorc. Your 
" father, al o, on another occasion, advised rnc 

'' to help my father in cultivating the 1;pot of 
4

' land and garden; and ns my panmti; wwra 
F· 2 
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" not ino1iued to put me to a trnJc, ho re• 
'! c.ommer.dcd me to work labouring wo1·k for 
" hire, for whieh I had plenty of time, and 
" mig-Lt Lhus be enabled to lay by something, 
" beside helping them when they wanted it. 
" Ho spoke so kindly and sensibl.v, that I 
" was di~posed to take l1is advice, till a gen
,. tlcman's servant came across rue, and por
" suaded mo to go to Dublin, and hire for a 
" house servant. l\Iy father preferred that I 
" should stay at home, and your father also 
" strongly advised me against leaving the 
" country, where, if my gains mi~ht appear 
" smaller, they would be more constant. He 
" laid before me the dangers which young 
" persons arc exposed to in great towns; 
" but when he saw my mother and myself 
" so much bent upon 11 Dublin service>, 
" be cautioned mo to go into none but a sober 
" family, to be diligent in my business, and 
'' spend my le isure in readiug good bookc,; 
" to bo faithful to my master; and above all, 
" to seek for strength. ancl wisdom from that 
" Heavenly Father, who looks clown with 
" compassion upc,n us bis children . J ~oon 
" after left homo for Dublin, whel't) a kind 
'' friend procnr11 d me a place, ·where b8 
" expc>cted I would be kindly treaieJ, and 
'' shclterecl from bad example . Ha was. 
'' not ciisn.ppointcd; the family were v,·01t11y 
'' l' e>'80ns-1Jut I ~".:ts ungratofnl o.::1d un• 
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" wise enoug,h to lenvc tbem, for higher 

" w1t;e--, and more liberty, in a grander bousu. 

" From that time l did litde good. My com-

" rudes in·, ited me with them to places '-'' here 

'· no soucr pc>oplc were ever seen. I fo1t, at 

" first, remorse ut yielding io their tempta-

" tions, bnt I did not withstand tbem; l 

'· plunged dcep<'r and deeper into sin eml 

" shame. Out of my wagos, 1 had beon able 

" for some years to help my sisters, aftcx the 

" <lcath of my fotbcr and mother; but my 

" c>xtravaganco o.t longth prevented my doin.g 

'' so. At last I wo.s hired to a place near 

" some friends wbo had been kind to me 

" when I was a lnd, and when I wanted uny 

" thing io their _shop, for tho hou5e, or for 

" myself, I always dealt with them, never bn

" 1io, i~g l could b-e so wicked as to impose 

" upon their good-nature- hut oh! how the 

" commission of one sin leads to another

" my ma~tqr died-the family was hroken up; 

" anll u.:, I was leaving tbc country, the E,il 

'' One tempted me to go to this shop, a.nu take 

" up goods io the na.me of one of the family> 

" v.. hich tlH'Y unsupc<:'ting1y gave me, depend

" iog on my boll£' ty; but it they had known 

'' how low my rnin<l was sunk by my loose 

" manner of living, they would not hav~ 

'' trustC'd me. \Ybnt \\ as l>t1 Jly got ·wa.s 

'' badly spont--1 bad lost the lust good prin-

11 ri!1lc~, which lio.<l rcnw.inc<l \"\ith rno till 



'' now, for I \.Yas ungrateful and dishonest. I 
~' soon ropented, indeed, and intended to re
&& pay my friends what I had wronged them of: 
" for my conscience stung me; but I could not 
" get a place, nor, if I bad, could my health 
" allow me to keep it. In the depth of dis 
" tress, and ashame<l. of myself, I '"''andered 
" to these mountains-poor and pcnnylcss as 
" I was, I found friends here-and in this 
" lonely spot my past life appears before me, 
" while tlrn reflection on my mis.spent t,;1~0 is 
" harder to hear than my bodily pains, tliough 
'' they are sinking me to the gra\'C. Young 
" man, ( concluded he, addressing Pat) do not 
'• sbediearsoverme, Iamnotwortbyoftbem; 
" but take warning by me, and pray that I may 
'' be forgi-ven; and yet it is not the prayers of 
" others will do, no more than the food they 
" eat will sustain us ; -we must labour for 
'' our own daily bread ." 

Darby prevailed upon the people of the 
house to accept a small sum of money for 
the use of tlieir dying guest, and tak;ng an 
affectionate leave of him, departed, with his 
son, on whose mind he perceived that this in
terview bad made a deep impression; nor did 
he fail to improve the opportnnit_Y, by soknrnl_y 
urging him never to rc1ax the cnntion so neces
sary to all, but especially to youth: in the 
choice of situation, and company. 
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The melancholy sight which Darby and 

his son had just witnessed, diu. not make them 

insensible to the wonders anJ the beauties of 

nature, which alternately met tbeir eyes, aud 

soothed their spirits . The srn iling aspect of 

this beautiful country was ofter contrasted 

with scenes of savage wildness. The village 

of Delgany shewed. bow much the wildest 

scenes can be improved by cultivation. They 

gazed with astonishment on that pass ca1led 

the Scalp, where the road runs, as it were, 

through tbe bowels of huge rocks, which seem 

to have been rent asunder by some violent 

convulsion. The [rcat rock at \Vicklow, rising 

straight up from \he sea, ca11cd the Black 

Castle: a Ca~tle having been formerly bnilt 

on the top of it, the ruins of wl)ich aro 

still to be seen. Contra-ted with lbis gloomy 

object, was iho delightful strand called the 

l\lurrough, extending into a fine gru$Sy plain. 

They pns ed close to the waterfall of Poula

foucn., formed by the river Lifley pouring over 

rocks of a great height, and admired, and 

much frequented by travellers; one side cul

tirnteu, with walks winding among the trees, 

while the other rises in rugged. and verpen

dicular roeks. 
\Vbat n:ost interested the traveller in the 

remainder of tlleir journey, will be he ·t related 

in their own words, when they returned to 
F 3 



their friend Costello, who, with bis family 
received them with a cordial welcome. 

DL\LOGUE XL 

l!armer Costello, Darby, Pat. 

WICKLOW .AND WEXFORD. 

Farmer. \Yell, my good friend 9, I hope y0u 
Jiaro bad a prosperous and plca,;;ant journey in 
tho counties of \.Vicldow and \Vc.xford. 

Darby. Y cs: my boy was so plcas-ed witlJ 
the beautiful places which ho saw, tho.tit was 
with difliculty I could get bim #.way from them. 

Fm·me,·. Corne, Pat, tell us 91.hat you saw, 
for you kRow a farmer has not time to go far 
frow. his own ground, and I long to hear of 
those fioo places. I hope you saw the Seven 
Chu relics. 

Pat. Tbat I did, o.nd 1 ,vould not be 
without seeiog them for o. great deal. The 
place is surrounded by mountains so Ligh and 
so bleak, that they throw 11 darkness on all 
he1ow them : and so silent ic; the place, tbat 
yon would suppose no one lived there. It was a 
city where learning was encouraged, wlien most 
of Europe was ignorant- and now it is nothing 
_but ruins. ,\.ccording to tho name, there appear 



the remains of scren churches, one of lh~m called 

a cuthe-dml, and -~ome curious curvlngs. Part 

of a stone cross is here, und the rnarks of a 

strC:et about ten feet wide, paved with large 

stones laid edge-ways. The river Glenfaddon 

rnns through the valley, antl is crossed by 

stepping-stones, as, I suppose, was the case 

~hvays, for in those times even the wcaltby 

were without tbe comforts which civilization 

brings along with it. The Danes are said to 

lane destroyed this place in 1214·. 
Parmer. Are there not lakes there, and a 

place called St. Kevin's bed'? 
}~r[l The lakes are farther up in the val

lry, one of them is very sma1l, and is dividcu. 

from the other by a. rich meadow, in the 

mi<l<llc of o. rocky s;il. Over the upper lake is 

the hole in the rocks which tradition calls St. 

Kevin's Led-o. 1rnnl bed l thought, and dan. 

gcrous to get o.t, had it been of do•.vn- for I se

v1;:ral times was near fa11inginto the lo.kc below. 

}1lr171cr. I rnppose you saw a grrat many 

other place:-, may be, till your eyes were so.~ 

ti--fied \\ ith seeing. 
Pat. I i-:.iw so many plucei-, that I l1avc 

not yet been o.ble to separate them di»tinctly 

in my mind. I cannot, therefor(', relate them 

regularly, b'ut l will mc11tiou the111 JU t'o.s they 

occur to mo. 
}armer. "}\ ow snpp0:;e ) ourso1f on the 

top of I 1•1:};nn~11illa. 



Pat. And there I was sure enough. I climh
ed the mountain, till I was so tired, I could 
hardly breathe, and I sat down, and looked 
through the little spy-glass that your Jemmy 
Jent me, and what should I see, but tba ships 
sailing on the sea of Arklow. "\Vben I ,vas a 
little rested, I went up to the top, from 
whence, on the other side, there was a 
precipice quite straight to the plain,' as if it was 
cut down the whole height of the mountain, 
2000 feet. I looked at the barrack far below, 
and hearJ voices, but I could see no one ob
ject distinctly with the naked eye; at Jast I 
discern ed, by the assistance of my ~py-glass, - soldiers walking about, who seemed not more 
than an inch higb. \Vhat a sight was spread 
under me, and around me on every side, like a 
map. Ti never became me to spend much time 
:rcuumg, yet I was al ways fond of it, and I re
member being so struck with the notion of 
Burns, the Scotch ploughman, that it came full 
into my mind, whilst I was there, and I said o_ myself. 

"The lawns wood-fringed in Nature's natirn taste, 
The hillocks dropt in Nature's careless haste; 
The arches slricling o'er the uew-born stream, 
The village glittering in the noontiue beam." 

For th~re was the county Kiluarl', tn.at bor
ders on the county \-Vicklow, with the gentle. - . 

a::: 
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mens mansions, and farm-houses; o.nd the vil• 
lage of Ballitore under the Nine-tree-hi11. At 
another side were the beautiful vallies of the 
connty \Yicklow, and beyond them the sea: 
to ih~ left was Mount Leinster and Black• 
stairs. The Queen's County hills with mists 
tlying over them, and the morning sun shining 
btigbt on their tops: I even saw Croughan-bill 
in the b:.in;;'s County; and to the right I coulJ 
see the mollnb.ins of Mourne in the county of 
Down, and prorince of Ulster, at a great 
distance to the I\' orth. Near me, the 
county \Yicklow mountains, with their <lark, 
round tops, like the waves of the sea, bounded 
by Kippure and Sugar-loaf: on the top of Lugna
guilla there was not a sound to break the still 
nE-ss; and e, en when I shouted there was no 
echo to ans\.ver my voice: I never thought 
silence so awful before, ~though silence is al
\Yays an awful thing. 

Farmer. Did no one cross the mountain all 
that time. 

Pat. \Yhilst I was there, a game-keeper 
who was shooting grouse came up to me, and 
amused me very much by what he said on 
looking through the telescope, " I wanted to 
go to Hacket town to buy a great coat this 
long while, and here it is, as if it was close 
with us." 

Farmer. I am tolcl that not only copper an'd 
lead m.ine.: are founcl there, but that gold also 



lias been got in tho county \Yiddow wo11ntains. 

Pat. 1 heurd from SC\' f'l'tll, and I supp0oe 

that many marle their forhmcs by them. 
Ff/rmer. I rather bclieH' not: for my own pnrt, 

I have always tbouglit it better lo ruakc it Ollt of 

tho fruits of the a.nth, than out of its hard 

metals, because it is more certain, and people 

arc not tempted to lay out so much; for with

out great layings out they cannot expect any 

success in things of this kind. Xl)w t.he farmer 

can generally guess at the produce of lii'3 crops: 

ho turns the ground with his 1ilough, drcs ·cs it, 

sows his seed, and when he 11.i.c; performed hi::. 

best he leaves the rest lo kiud Pro\'idence, 

"which gi,·clh both the fonucr and the latter, 

r:.i.in in his season, o.nd res0r,·0tl1 unto us," says 

St:ripluro, •• thc> appoinleLl weeks of tho Lµr

ve1,t," 

DIALOGUE XII. 

Darh!J.- Pnt.-Parmer. 

WRXfi'OHD, 

Dar~'/· I wn!'I g1a'.l to sec the county ~N ex.

ford again, 1 like tbal country and tlH) people: 

1hough the lnnd is not ri<.:h, yet in general the 

cabin~ arc a grrnt deal more corJfortahlu tlinn 

C 

C 

l 
\\' 



I, 

. 
t, 

r, 
·s 
,. 

in many places whern the lnnJ 1s better; be
cause tho people nm industrious. They bring 
lime a greut way from the Quern's county, and 
county Carlow, to manure the land, and it pays 
the expense very soon. 

Pat. I wonder they dont burn lime for 
tbeihsel ves. 

Darby. They bavo but few limestone quar
ries, and where those quarries arc, lime docs. 
not improve the land as much as in places 
where it is not found: so you soc, Providence 
intended that we should de11end on one ano~ 
ther for help. 

Farmer. I have often heard of the baronies 
of Forth and B,ugie. Had you an opportu
nity of ohscrving them? 

D(lrby. The people of those baronies 
arc remarkably indnstrious and cleanly; und 
iO honest, that in some places their doors urn 
often left mi bolted. at night. The farms arc 
small, yet tbo farmers arc comfortable. One 
man, of whom I heard, began the world hy 
working labouring work for three ~hillings a 
week; he then got ono a.ere of le.llll, now hc
J1olds fifteen, has built n house, and pays ten 
guineas yearly rent, k('t'ps two horses, two. 
cows,_ and two pigs, un<l gavo forty guineas to 
each of his dauglitrr,; when they were marriod, 
I ,vas not at his place, btit I believe all that 
wn3 tol<l me, 



Farmer. That is a strong proof of the bless
ing that attends on industry. 

Darb11. :Many more such instance$ are told 
in W exford.-I met a man named Cullen, who, 
though he began the world without a shilling, 
now pays three pounds an acre, for 30 acres; 
and hl' told me that tho land was well worth 

· that rent-be was at first a labourer, \mt indus
try and good conduct, encouraged by a kin<l 
and observant landlord, have led to his present 
comfortable condition. 

Pat. Yes, father, and Mr. Harpur who 
gave us a night's lodging so kindly, told mo 
that his rent upor. 38 acres, comes to £9,5 a 
year,-£2 : lOE. an acre; and yet, high as the 
land is let, lie pays his rent punctually, and 
has £100 in tho savings-Lank. 

Farmer. I cannot doubt it; though T was 
never so successful, bnt I know the truth of the 
old saying, "the hanJ. of tho diligent maketh 
rich." 

DIALOGUE, XJil. 

Farmer.-Darby.-Pat. 

WEXFORD. 

Fanner. You were at \1\. ex ford, I ~uppoi:~. 
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lJarby. Yes, and a fine to\.Yn it is, and I 
saw a great deal of good doing there. They 
have several fine schools for the poor, and one 
in the jail for the prisoners, where grown up 
men have learned to read. There is a house 
too, for poor crazy people, and another wbero 
beggars are employed and fed, and all those 
places are kept very clean. You know W ex
ford is a sea-port, and there is a fine wooden 
bridge ornr an arm of the sea. Big-Erin, or little 
Ireland, is an island in the northern part of Wex
ford harbour. 1 t contains about 15 acres, two 
small farm houses, and tbe ruins of two church
es. There is another island of 40 acres, with 
four families on it. 'The coast, I believe, is not 
a safe one, a ridge of stones, most part under 
,Yater, stretching from one of the high rocky 
islands called the Saltees, towards the shore. 

Farmer. Is there no light-house thereabout;;. 
Darby. There is, the tower of Hook. \Vo 

went to the top of it, by a stair case in the 
wall, which went round the inside. On the 
ground floor the light-house keepers had their 
cow, and lived themselves in the 11oor over it, 
I thought it one of the most frightful places 1 
ever saw; the shore was rocky-not high 
rocks, but flat, ar.d deep cleft~ in them, partly 
filled with water, into which if a mun fell, and 
had no one near him with a cord to let <lown 
to him, he might be lost, though one might 
step over some of them. Nothing but good 
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Pro,·iJcnrc c0uld protect a stmng0r, if he got 
n.mong tlw-:;e Jnugerous places by himself of a 
c.lnrk night. i'\our tbi~ is the fort of l)ur.cnn
llOn, uuilt on v. rock within the harbour, with 
u ii 11c smooth strand. 

J>at . The co1111lry is greatly to 1uy rnin<l, 
it is remarkable fur its waterfalls d0cp 
woody gtens, and stePp hills. The town 
of gnniscorthy is lrnilt on one of them, 
at tho foot of which runs tho Slaney in all 
its beauty. But of all thing_::; I wonJc•rcd why 
tho vencrablw old town should be called ~ -ew 
Hoss, especially vYben I saw the date l G 17, on 
one of the honscs which lrnd belonged to the 
Duke of Ormond, and \\-as also told {bat ibo 
tovvn ha., been calleil ~cw Ross these two 
hundred years o.t least; un<l that before thoso 
times it w·as cu1lcd Ros~e-ponte, from a. woodc,n 
bridge by which the rinr was crossed, o.nJ 
tbut scrcral of the poles "' liich supp0rtcd it 
remoined in the water long after it had fallen 

down. 
Darby. Thoro is a fine woouen brid:;e 

thero now. 
l•'armcr. Anl1 pray w hem is Old Ho~~. or 

i· there sneli a place. 
J>a/. Thero is such a p1ncc o few milci 

from Xew Hos!;, hut l did tJOt go there. 
Farmer. That is tlio "' ay of tb" \.Yorld, 

Du.1 l,y, olu thingc1 !!;O out of ·fa.liion, and Lho 
Ol'iing i,un is all111ircd. 

!' 
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Pat. \Yell, the rnn of Hoss, (l 'll knvc unt 

tho word New,) has risen long ago, nod L hop1~ 

none of us ever \.\ill see it ~ct, n11d tba.t it v:ill 

always conlinuo the cLaritablc place it is, with 

its contrivancPs to he1p the poor, ond to make 

tJ1em help tbemscl\'cs. 'l'licrc is a Ycry 

pretty 11lacc called Tho \Yalk~, near tlrn 

town; fields all planted round with <louble 

rows of Elms, ancl a walk between tlicm. 

l 1~1rmer. \Yhat river ruus through Ross? 

Drrrby. I'he Korn ancl tho Barrow unite 

near Ross, and the Soir joins them a few miles 

lower down, ancl nll run into tho sea near Dun~ 

cannon fort. 

DIALOGUE, XlV. 

Darby.-Pat. -Farmer. 

TDE IUNXOW SCUOOL. 

Daro,'J, l know, Pat. yon ore longing all 

thii; ,, hile to tt-11 ::\Ir Costello aliout Ban now. 

I woul,1 not hinder yo11 from ha\'ing tho plcu

surc of mentionin::; wb·tt hu-, gi,en you so 

mnch sati--!'action. 
Pat. 1 tlrnnk you, father, fnr that, for to be 

~ure l loYc to lw.,e th,~ fir~t tell ing of a goo.l 

thing; not bnt that yull kuow n good u.cul 
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better than I do, how to describe that beau
tiful place. 

Farmer. I shall be glad to bear it from both 
of you; but the name Han now seems new to 
me, or else I never heard any thing remarkable 
about it. 

Pat. Bannow is a proof wbat Ireland is 
capable of, and ~ hat a good landlord can Jo; 
it is true, such a man as the landlord of this 
place is seldom to Lo found; so sensible, and 
considerate, and so well informed upon what is 
best to be do!.!..e, and when to do it; not tired 
of doing good, but taking the greatest pleasure 
from seeing bi3 tenant , and the poor people 
about him thriving. When such examples 
spread from one to another, I re land will be at 
length like a garden, and Irish people indus
trious and happy. 

Farmer. May that day soon arrive; but 
I should like to bear the particulars. 

Pat. Bannow is in the barony of Bargic, in 
the county of \Yexford. 1t was only in 1 16 
that the landlord of the place came to live on 
his estate: a happy day it was for tbe poor 
peop1e who were no better than other poor l:rca
tures, and inclined eno11gL to h8 idlr. But this 
gentleman soon put them in the way of ind us"' 
try : at first he u ed to assist in fitting up their 
cabin~, to show them ho,...- it ougLt to be done. 
nnd1oto encourc.ge them. Lut now Le s:eoi it i, 
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better to leave it to the tenants them3elves to 
improve their places at their own expense, and 
ready and willing they arc to do so. The 
cabins are we11 tl1atched ; tho ridge and chim
neys whitened; the house, its little office~, and 
court-yard dashed and whitewashed; the gates, 
doors, and window-frames almost all painted; 
woodbine against the walls, and a little grass
plot, flower-beds, and gravelled walks before 
some of them: the pig-~tye and drrng-heap out 
of sight. I saw there a cottage belonging 
to a mason, with its conrt-yard and flower •· 
garden, and Cbinec;e rails, painted green, and a 
pump from which ran a pipe under ground, 
bringing tLe water to a stone trough at a dis
tance, in order that the garden might not be 
dirtied by bc>ing made a passage. 

Darb.'f. And there are other cabins, nearly, 
if not quite as nice as this. No wonder that 
the tenants arc loth to leave their bits of land; 
for ono poor man who holds five acres, at one 
guinea aud a half an acre, and but two middle 
oged lives in his lease, refused £60 for his in
terest in it; and another with the same kind 
of lease, who pays one guinea an acre for 
twenty acres, refused .£150 for his interest in 
his farm. ow J think it was more from at
tachment to their nei!?;b hours, and love for the 
places which they had taken such p::i.ins with, 
than the real value of the land, that they 
refused parting with it. 

, 
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Fanner. Five acres was a vc rv small farm ., 

to n~nke any 1hing by. 
Dol'b!f . There nre smaller than ev<'n thnt, 

and tb0 people that hold tlH~m li,·e comfortably 

and luv by moncv . \Yould yon think that 

the pcr~,-a~try of tfiis parish ba~e almost £20UO 

in the \Yaterford Bank ? 
Farmer. 1 suppo:;c their rents are very }ow. 

Da,·by. No indcc<l-ThC'y arc fair rents, 

anJ arc paid punctnn.lly. and with satisfaction . 

One gale n.1 ways cleared off before another be

comes due . The ]ntc sctting5 aro from a gni

noa and a half to three guinea~ an acre, The 

course of n~riculture is as fo11o\,·s : -

1st. Jrilled 1,otatoes. 2nd . barley. 
3rd . Clovers ,1th . wheat, or oats. 

I hope tbc income of the gootl landlord is 

incrcaseJ, o.s well as that of his tenants, and 

tbat he may always gain, and not lose by hi. 

goodness. 
Tanner. Such 11 landlord as he is, is not 

] ikely to lo--e; n blessing attends his care of 

the penplc w11orn Provideoe-0 bas put under his 

c\1arge, and when ti.Jc tenant thrives tho land

lord thrives too. You said the county \\r ox

ford is not a rich soil; v:hat do th0y manure 

their knd \•;ith at Ban now? 
D7rb.v. They dress the grass land with 

<>qual part~ of sen-sand and 5ea-w<'rd, WC'll 

mixed, an<l frcqwrntly turned i anJ for tillage 

co 
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1lif'y put to foat a third of stable, or farm yard 
ruanurn. 

Farmer. A fine rich compost! that rnmt 
make them ahlc to pay a good rent. 

DaJ'by. Di:-.(raiuiug fur rent is not known 
there, and for five yea.rs the parish pound lius 
been seldom, if ever opencJ. . 'I'bern is only 
one beggar in the parish, a poor, blind man; 
ho lives in a nice cottage too . 

Farmer. They arc an honest people, I am 
sure. 

Dar!.Jy. Aye indr.c<l-except to gnarJ. 
~gainst stranger~, there is no need of Jocks or 
ha~ in Bannow. After n shipwreck, which 
happened not long ago, a farmer, \Yalking 
alpne on the spa-shore, found what tl1cy call 
a roulca11 of dollar5, the honest man knew he 
liad no rigl1L to it, and entirely of his own ac
cord bo went to the agent of the e,;t.ato and 
gave it 11p to him. 

Farmer. That wns <lone like an honest 
mnn. 

Darby. I was pleased to sec such wonder
ful fine road-s, and I a:c.ked a gnmt deal about 
thNn, becau!'P. I thom.!:ht nnv information of 
the kind won!<l he u ef'ul to ~you. Th<'y ~re 
made of the coar.;;e gravel of the sea-shore, anfl 
covered v:itli a fin"-r kind, 2G feet wide willi
out gripe;;, and hnt a little falf of six jncbe-; 
from the middle to the side~. They are like 
fine grn.\'cl walk<:, tl1c !-;i,lc•-.; Lc.ing gra::;!!, \\ Lich 
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looks very neat and pretty, and is often mowed 

near the landlord's house, and the grass used 

for soiling bis working cattle. The cross roads 

to the sea are made the same wav, and the 

landlord is very particular that pigs~ and other 

beasts should not be suffored to trespass on 

them. 
Farmer. \Yhat a great sa, ing: in horses it 

must be to ha\"e such roads for travelling on, or 

for farm work, and weH worth a good sum of 

money to have the road made properly. 

Darby, Very few roads cost so little in mak

ing; tbere was no jobhing, for they are under 

the care of the landlord, and he bas . a\.cd a 

great deal of money to the county, by l1is fine 

management, both in this respect. and other 

matters. A dispensary ba5 been there for three 

years, and nearly a thousand sick people re

lieved every year, and the)- have built a fevnr

hospital, which l1as been of great benefit under 

the divine blessing. 
Pat. But, Sir, it '"'·ould do you1· heart good 

to see the agricultural school as it is called. 

The landlord gave a farm of forty acres for it. 
It was poor, worn out lanJ, but it wn the only spot 

out of lease which the good gcnt1cman had, and 

be charges no rent for it. 1'ow the minister of 

the parish was sul'h another worthy person as 

the landlord, and they thou~ht of a school to 

have boys taught such things ns would fit them 

for managing a farm, or_ to be stewards or 

f 
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garL1~nors. Tho school hogan in 1821, thel'~ 
nro ·now about thirty l,oys thc1c: they have 
two mnsfor5; one tca~hes ~eadin~, writin.g, and 
nrithnwtic, land-surveying, and I believe every 
thi!1g \Ybich is usdul for them to know in this 
line: the other master is a Scotch farmer, who 
r,bcws them how to plou~b, sow, and reap, and 
nil !inch matters, and they seem to enjoy their 
lmsiness, and work with good will, looking 
l1ca] thy and corufortn.l>le, well clothed an<.l 
well fed, and they att~nd to their school learn
ing four hours a day. 

Fahner. I am glad to 11ear there is sucl1 a 
school. ,vhat is the cost of sending a boy 
there, and what age should he be? 

Prrt. They take them for five years, at any 
agr, and a foe of thirty guineas is paid with 
C\ach. He is to bring two suits of clothes, ono 
for Sundny~, arid one for working days, with 
J incn, shoes, and stockings: from that time they 
nrc taught, maintained, and clotheJ, without 
farther expense to their friends; their work on 
the farm, to be sure, helps to pay for them, b1tt 
there was a great dral of cost and. tro1tble in 
bringing the land into heart, draining it, ancl 
rnclosing the fields-all is doing well, the 
fidds arc improved and the boys improv<'d. · 
Th0 worthy ruini~ter gives 11p almo!-t aT! •'11ic.: 
time to the school, seeing that every thing is 
rigl.t, and examining the hoys : he minds tho 
religious dutiei; of ihc Protestant hoyR, n.111.l the 

\.i I 
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Rom~n Catholic ciergymun attends to tlio;e 0f 

llis own persua~ion. 
Farmer. I ham a grcr...t mind to put rnJ 

,Yilly tllere when he i~ of a proper agt'. Ho 

will learn a greater variety of thing-:; thun Le 

could with me, and be ·well taken c~re of be-

~ Eid es. Indeed I tui. k it i~ a great aJ vi · i ;'} t◊ 

a boy to be put to a i::nitable boarding school. 

Darby. \Vbcn one cannot meet with such 

a school as is within our 111cirn~, we may en

courage our cLildren to mix with otl1er chil

dren that arc well brouglit up, that. tht'Y ma:r 
learn to yie:ltl to their comp~nions, and have 

tbeir ··l10.arts opcn ('<l, and find thc comfort cif 

friendship: ibis never }e:,:;cnc; their love to 

their O\Yn families, hecau e it is the nature of 

love to "prcau out, an<l. t.al:e in all that our 

great Creator has breathed life inlo. 

D,1rbJ, Farmer, Pal. 

D,ll'U!J. I ham not met with i:uch goocl 

p JW.toes as yours, Tom, any where in my 

J1)11rn"Y· 
Parmer. I aru V<'n" narticulnr to cbusc the . . 
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best for seeJ, selecting th~ four or five eyes from 

the top of th~e potato, throwing the rest a.side 

for other uses. The s11oots from the top are 

much stronll'cr than from the other end, which 
::, 

ore wP:.:.k, aod grow slow1y, us you ron.y sea 

in the difference uctween the $lems in a potato 

fielll. 
Pat. I have beard of raising potatoes from 

the sccLl, an l oE planting; the shoots, 

Farmer. I have tried both. I tie up the 

potato apples in my kitchen, a.nd when they 

are quite dry, break them, and take out the 

seed, wl1ich I sow like any other seed, \Vhen 

they come up I plant them in drills; the first 

y~ar, l1owcvcr, they am goo<l. for little, but 

aftenYards I have u \':J.Il( ty, and all that is 

requireJ. is to bcpai·c.le the different kinds. 

Pat . There ruu<-t be a ~rcat saving in plant· 

in~ the shoots, espccin11.v in a: scarce yenr, 

{,,·hen vot.a.toes arc dear ;-but how do you 

prr.cce] . 
F~1n11er. \Yhcn the potatoes begin to sprout, 

take off the shoots Ycry carefully, and lay them 

by in ba"'kct . This rrqnircs timennd attention; 

bnt remember, it \i ·onl,l lie wrong to open the 

pit,:; to cut off the young sl10ot3. If you p1ant 

_them in new ground, sprcau tho dung;, laying 

the shoots on it at proper di5lances, and then 

covering;. " ... hen they n.11pear o.bove· g(ound, 

.-noulu them ogain and again, o.s they ad\'unce 

iu growth, and trea.l tlicm as you would other 

I 
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► potatoes . B1tt if you plont them i:1 old grouqd, JJ1ough in the d11ng, level the beds iu ridgt>s, and mr,kc small liolns \.Yith a ,.::etting-l"ti<:k, p11tting the shoots cure-folly down like cahln1~e plants, clo:,ing the holo with tho point of t11e st iek. By this means the whole of the potato is sared, and the crnp comes in earl}'. Darby. You sow a great deal of rape, I believe. 

Ji'ariner. Some profer rnpc to turnip.; , for foeding shc0p in winter; for if the latter nrn Lard frozen, the sheep arc apt to break their t~eth with them; besides which, they sometimes eat part of a turnip, and leave tlie remainder; so that in wet weather a great part of tho crop is destroyed, because they take up tho water so oasiJy. K ow when snow is on tho ground, the rape can be pretty readily got at, even when the turnips aro buried; for, being the :hardiest of the cabbage kind, and having sn much oil in them, thry eao;ily stand the frost, especially when tbe stems have been carefolly earthed . Rape also will grow anywhere, uncl is but litt1e expense, two pounds of . ecd arc enough for an acre, and it grows very WP.I I, iown broad ca;;t, on potato grounJ, aftrr one ploughing and harrow ing. I find it ncccs:;;ary to scatter it on 1he grounJ witb tho thuinl, and fo re finge r, to prevent it·, comiug up in paiclw~; besi<le,; ,vJ1ich, it sho11lll be barroweJ ufter it is a;owed. 1t may be thinned by hoeing- or by 



lurnd, and h'amplanted into any ground that 

1s to spare after early potatoes have been dug 

out. lt is of great advantcge to a poor man 

to ba\'e, for the supr1y of bis cow, a small 

seedling bed of rape, to plant out after 11is 

early potatoes. perch by per eh, as he Jigs them , 

Dm &!J, You hose not discarded the turnips, 

however. \Vhcn do you sow the seed? 

Farme1·. l sow the Swedi 1.1 turnip seed tl'1·e 

bc!!;inning of i\lay; perhaps_ the 1attcr end of 

l\Iarch wouhl not be too soon, if to be tran:;

planted . You know they are goo<l food for 

man or beast. · 
Pat. Your cabbages look very we1l and 

beallliy. Have yon any 1,articular way of 

manag,ing the plant,? 
Farmer. \Yhcn I am going to p1ant them, 

1 dip llwm as 11igh as tl:c fir~t leaf in thin cow

dung mix ed ,sith lime. l ·was tolc.l it pren~nts 

the ~rub from settling on them, a!1ll makes theru 

take root •he sooner. 
Pat. You hare a. beautiful fioc1~ of sheep, 

l\Ir. Costello; but 1 wonder you Jont pastnre 

them in the field:, about the hon:·e, they wonld 

look well amon~ the tree~, and. be n1orc untlor 

yonr own eye. 
Farmer. 1'be dro11pings from tree~, or in-

deed damp of any kind di~agrces \'- ith them; 

for~ if yon remark it, they ncYer drink wucm 

tliey arc well. and therefore it ata.nd~ to reason, 

that 3. dry :cioil i~ best for them . 
• G 2 
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Pat. But dout they want shelter on the bleak up·larnk 
Harmer. To secure this for them, I make 

foaces of French Furze, which I raised in 
beds, from seeds that grew !lp very soon; ihest3 
give the shPep a safe shelter, and arc li0ttcr 
than thorn hedges which tear tlwir wool. Jn. 
d0ccl, whon \Ye consider how tender thev arc 
fo their constitutions., and ho,': nice in· their 
eating, it se0ws surprising that a stnck ~o rnli;.
uhle should not be more c:i.rcfully tended. 

DIALOGUE, XVI. 

P al.-Farmer. -Darby. 

Pat. \'VJ111t plants are the:-e in ihc field 
next the orchard with the brge leave:;, c.n<l the 
roots Fntly stnndiug over tht> ground. 

Ntrm;r. That is :Mangel \V'ur,;1,oJ, a ,·N.Y 
valuable plant, which I wonltl advise ovory one 

' who has a bit of land to cultivate, for it is ono 
of the finest kinds of winter feeding for cat
tle, and most animals grow for1d 0£ it; for 
K n.turc foacl1es them to like wliat js good for 
them. Indco.d. so highly do I esteem it fur 
fodder for cattle, that I sheuld rccornmcnd yr11t 

I 
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t0 ~o\v it on your little farm, anll am safoficd 

you \\'ill not repent of it. 

f!arb,r; . I can never repent of taking your 

at~nco :.<m any subject, my good gossip ancl 

fncnJ ; · bnt you must tell me exactly how to 

niauagc it, and bow to use it, and Pat shall 

write it do\.vn for rue to take home, for fear I 

shonld fora-et it. ·
1
• 

1
, b . 

. ·armer. It gircs me pleasure to do any 

thrng to servo you :f;so Pat, get the pen and ink, 

and your little book. /while I tell you what to 

write in it. First, In the wintc1 r give the 

ground that yon by out for the purpose, a goocl 

<l1Jt!p digging or ploughing, which ever is most 

convenient. 

Darb!J. \Yhat kind of soil i~ pr,opcr for the 

rnungC'l-wnrzcl? 
Fanner. \Vorn-out ground, or short, Jooi:;e, 

gravelly ~oil ; for very f>til).' clay, ,;,vill not an

s·,\'Pr; alJ(l a;; I mentioned before, tlio ground 

mu. t Le \Yf•ll prepared. In the beginning, or 

middle of l\Jarch, if the weather be dry, it 

f'ho11lcl lie w0ll turned ov0,r again with the 

spade, or plough, anJ. made qnite 811100th and 

even 1-Jave 80rne good, .·ltort, \.Yell-broken 

<l11n:.; in rca<lincss, and witl1 a line make a 

slig}~t trench which a spacle or hoe \.vill open

let tlic trench hQ about four inches wide. :ind 

iwo in~lics decp-~pread a 1 ittle of the dung 

fn.'cnly in the trcncl1 nbont an inch cl<?cp, or ra

ther more, and flatten it with the buck of the 
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,;pade; corer this lightly \•-.ith soma of tlio earth 

that came out of tbc trench, make it eYen and 

level, and set the line in tbe middle of tbc fur

row: it is Hien fit for tlrn seed, which should 

not be more than t,vo years old. It mnst be 

steepccl in min or rim; water for twenty-four 

hours, about tv;o days Lefore it is sowed, and 

then strained ancl d;ie<l, so as to he loo-;c in the 

hand. Th('re is a niretu in sowincr it, lmt when 
J ~ 

o,1e is used to it, it is quite easy: }t3.re the 

seed in a small vcs~cl in one ha.t;d, and take 

only a fe\ T grains at a time in the other, pnt

tinbo· the secrl out as recrularlv and carnfolhT as 
b .. 1 J 

pos::;ible bet\ Teeu tlw two fore fingers and 

thumb : this saves waste at the lime, and trou-

ble afterward~. \\' h0l1 one rlrill is finished, 

and covcrctl lightly \~·ith earth, open unother 

about fifteen inclics from that, or eig\1tcen, if 

the land be rich; always finishing one drill be

fore you open another, ancl do not let the 

ground be trod upon, bcc:-.n-c the youo.,~ plants 

strike root Lost in a soil'loo-;c bod. Let all 

the <lrills be do:1c a-. neuily at one t:mc as you 

can, that the young plants may cvme up toge

ther; they will lLHlke a better appeuraucc to 

the eye, and if the \\"en.tbcr lie mild, will s 1c v 

above the ground in about a v:eek. 

Ci! 
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DarblJ. Shvuld they not be thinned? 

Farmer. By all means, bnt not all at once; 

though they ought to he tl1inned rnther soon, 

to prevent their touc.bit g one another. In two 
1
\ 
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or three week., take D.\HJ.J more, to Id t.lwm .;laud four ind1cs asunder, and cont:rrnc dri::ig so, as thi;y increa~c io f:i:-rn, 11util they are from fou and twelve>, to fifteen and cighte0n inebes asunder, aeeorJi1:g to tlie riehnc:-;s of tho soil: of co11rse you \vill pull up the vvcaldy ~ml crooked ones, and as cuttle, pigs, and fowl will Gut them, tlwy arc not wastcJ. The ground heb\ ccn the drills must be kept free from WC<'us, , and Wl"ll lirokcn up with tho spade, taking •·' care, however, not to hurt the plants : besides whieb, as it is their nat11re to rise and stnnd '· out 0f tho ground, there is no occasion to corth them. 
Darby. I think those fine largo leaves must ri~· be good for cattle. 

1i, Farmer. So they are, and for pigs, but tho plA.nts ~hould not be stripped of tbcm early in , the oeason . .Ahrut the end of September, or :

1 

• miJdlc of October, the leaves begin to decay, :,· and may safo]y uc taken of[ Leave tlio l10art 
1 

'~ of the plant abont a month longer, and then cut : · the tops off, slantiag, with a sharp knifo, from ,· time to time accordia,r a-; tlrny arc wanted for ~ the !itock. "\Vhon all the lcfl.\'CS an<l topc, are removed, tho roots !-ihoul<l. be taken up liy a • forkJ or any thing else convenient, in dry \.\:cn.ther, nnrl nftcr being washctl clean anLl dnc1 d, muy be piled up in an out h ous,1 for tL-ic. :~-
1 

\Yben tho I oot~arc gi,en to cows: or other catLl0, ,;f they shoul<l ba Wl•ll \YnshH~ and s.!ic!ld. 11Hlf :-. ,1, 
> 
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stone is enough ·for a sma11 bea5t, nnd from ten 

to fourteen pounds for a l:irge one, two or tbreo 

times u. day, giving hay between each meal 

to prevent i.h disagreeing ,vith then 1. About a 

po ,.,d of 11rnngcl-wur2cl s1iecd thin, atlll '-prink· 

led with salt, to a gal Ion of water, which is 

boiled in a covered , (_;..;;:,el till it b1icQmcs qui to 

soft, is e:-:ccllent food for cn.l\'es. The liquor 

strained off and coolell, is given with a<lvantago 

to a calf when about ten days old, in the pro

llOrtion of half a pint to c,·cry meal of milk ; 

and you may go on increasing the quantity till 

you give a quart at a meal. The calves seem 

very fond of it; and thrive ,vell upon it. 

Darb.¥ , Pat, I hope you have been parti- ; 

cular in writing down every word tuat my 

kind fricncl has said. 
Fanner. I hare 1Vit done yet. By the time t11e 

man gel-wurzel is eaten up. I ha.,·c good, strong, 

rape vlants, not too JargC', v,,hich wero sown 

in a st•ecl bed, in t.h0. end of J n!y. B.,· tl:e lie

ginning ot X orcmher) they will be Ht to bo 

immediately transpbnte<l into the ground 

whicu h:.1.s ueen cleared of the mangel-wur:~cl; 

these will ham time to lake root before wiqter, 

and may be all clearo.?tl out before the season 

for pre1;aring the ground for potatoes. -

Pat. I hope thi:-; will be a valuable articl<' 

for oursehes, and our neigbuonrs, wliich, I ,,. 

know, will he the best reward you could re

cdve for your kind _and valuablo informa.tio:1. 
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DL\LOGUE XVII. 

Pat.-Farmer.-Darby. 

BEES. 

Pat. If ever I have a place of rny own, I 

s1iall endearnnr to have bees, and to managn 

them a:, they do here. I have been observing 

the neatness of the place wl1ere the liives are 

k,.,pt, and have been told bow necessary it is 

that the gronnd ab.out them bbould be dry and 

elcan, with neither gras9 nor gravel, but hard 

gro1rnd. and that swept 1il(e a parlour floni, to 

the disb.ncc of about two foet. before them. 

The hi\·cs. l remark a1so, arc rather smaller 

than ts common; some r,,~cmblin~ litt\c-1;":oocl

en hr;nscs, with a door an<l \Vinclo~vs ii1 them. 

Farmer. Mn:on ,lcmn,yfrom a cbild, Las !ov

Cll bt!e-;;, an,i 'studic land ·r.:?ad a gr~atdcal abont 

ibC'rn ; a11d I con!-idN it n strong proof that he 

manogc-; them \Vith ,iudsment, that Le ah,·ny:. 

contri,·es to h:1,·o 1,lenty of honey ; and )"t:L 

110ret· bas occasion to de,;truy the bees. 

Dar/;,1/, I suppose };le lCC
0

llS them in winter, 

or in the cot\ c:pring. · 

Fanner. Ue docs, if '/"!CJ want feeding, 

v:hic11 he ~nesses l,y tlie weight of the hive. 

He gi-. cs th1Jm h,oney or sugar : ~0mctimes he 
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!Jas putn. r.,nrnl l,o.'.ld c.L the l,oLtom of a lii\·e, 
and frin!! the whole in a cloth. iiurw it to the . ,, ; 
collar U'!am of on out h011:;", wl1Ne lie lca\'t!S 
it from Oct,)her to Apri!, at ·which time the 
l1rcs were found q•tite strong wl1rn put out. 
But in such a place as onrs. it i~ not easy often 
to try that, for there mt!;.;t ha i;rcat car; taken 
to kePp all light and noi--c from I hrm, thut they 
may sleCJ) through the wintr.r. In hi:, wooden 
houses, Jemmy has uoxe.., wl,icb h0 c::in draw 
away after they have bean f.iiJc.d with l1onry. 
You sec his hives arc flut nt toe, ahout f.('\'P!l 

inches high, with other~ O\"N tlH'm; tlH''-L' J:iqt 
lie takes awn:·, accorJing as thr!y ttre fill rd . 

Pat. \Yhat docs he JlrPparn his hi\·es with? 
Farmer. Nothing at td!. 11 a cuts the strnw~ 

off as sm'Joth as he can insi,le, to ~,n·e th<' little 
creatures trouhle, for tLcy will do it tbcrnseh·es 
if he nrglrcts it. Cream and hc::in-flo.,,·er;,, or 
any thing el.~e rnbbC'd on the hire, to make it 
m;re acceptable to tlicm, he finds to be quite 
uscl0~s. \Voodcn bars arc fixed in tlie tnp of 
the hive t.o !rt bees go np from 000. into (tho 
othrr, until that other i" put on a flat stra\Y 
cover, worked like tlic Live, is laid over the 
bars to cover them, and it com,~s a little over 
the ec.lCTe. It is surprizin~ all the honey that 
J cnuu; hnq got by t\iiq method, hcsides selling 
a O'rcat deal of it, Lis mother rnal·c._ a little 
ca;k of l\foad every Ycnr, to lrtiat a friend, or 
~nrsrh-csof a bo~i<l;y; orto tnke wmm for nco1d. 



J 

,. 

r' 

, 
l 

ll7 

Dm by. You neerl not tell us bow good it 

is Torn. we know the taste of it well. 

Farmer. I hope you will taste it again and 

again. But, Pat, as I see you like to hear of 

my Jern's goodnatured doings, here is a paper 

of verses vrhich he copied out of a book that he 

is very fond of. 
Darby. Pat, good boy, read it for me. 

[Pat rellds,] 
Ah see, wl1cre, robbed and murder'd, in that pit 

Lies the still heaving hive ! at ev'ning snatch' d, 

Beneath the cloud of guilt concealing night, 

And fixed o'er sulphur: while not dreaming ill, 

The happy people in their waxen cells 

Sat tending public cares, and planning schemes 

Of temperance for winter poor, rejoiced 

To mark full flowing round, their copious stores. 

SuJden tbe dark, oppressive steam ascends, 

And, used to milder scents, 1he tender race 

By thousands tumble from their honied domes, 

Co1wolved and agonizing in the dust! 

And was it then for this you roamed the spring, 

Intent from flower to flower? Por this you 

toiled 
Ceaseless the b1uning summer's heats away ? 

Forth if in autumn i::cnrchcd the blooming waste, 

... 7 or lost one suuny glr.am, ,for this &ad fate ? 

n 



DIALOGUE XVIII. 

Pat. Frunur. Darby. 

TilE GOOD ADYIOF.. 

Pat. ~lr. Costello, it gine me great sa

ti facti.:rn to hear the poor ,voman who Las jnst 

buried her son, praying for a ulessing upon 

you, wlrnn she thought nobody beard b,?r, for 

making l!c r son and herself so ind('pendent of 

auy one in his last <lays, by your advice. 

Fanner. It ,vDs her:5elf and her son who 

, c1C6ef'rncl the blessing for taking my adviee. I 

lrnew they would fiud the good ~f it, tl1ongh 

it was not easy to persuade tberu to folio,✓ it. 

Pat. The e, ent, however, bas pron!cl that 

it was good advice. 
Farmer. It proved so to them. My ad\'ice 

was simply to put a part of the young m1rn's 

earnings into the ::fadng' Bank. He ,,,as very 

bandy, and earned more than most other11 of 

my men. So that beside~ maintaining hi3 

mother, ·which I wished him to do, he was 

tcn..pted to lay out the overplus in thin~,, aot 

neccssarv, and. I wa~ afraid, was incliued to 

<lrink. { recommended to all my men, as I. 

have' ulr caJy told you, to put ~()metbi nb i:1to 

tlie Saving111 Bank, and. they clitl so, I.mt thi:; 

poor woman was very nmvilling to give up 
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:-.i.ny of her son's earning!!, and said. a good denl 
to me against it. I told her that her son might 
seek another place if he wou1J. not follow 111y 
counsel, for I knew it would be a likely means to 
keep him a sober man, and a faithful servant. 
Accordingly, when he fell sick, he had this mo
ney to draw upon: and though he was a long 
time ill, it lasted till after bi.:; burial, and 
something still remained over for his mother. 

Darb!J. These Savings Banks are a bles
sing to the labouring classes. How many 
young people nave I known, who really 
seemed not to know what to do with their earn
ings, auJ would have been better without any 
thing over and above just what they wanted; 
there was the temptation to get into company, 
and spend their mouey foolishly, to say no 
worse; and again, there was the temptation to 
lay it out on dress, either of which is quite suf
ficient to keep a man pcnnylrss-inclcpendent 
of the harm which bad habits nroduce in them-
selves. ~ 

]?armer. You would be delighted to see 
the numbers who attend at the Bank ·with their 
book:;, putting io every penny they can spare; 
and they feel tho advu.ntag;e of it, in two 
v."ays, tin,t, in having a store to apply to, 
whenever a pig, or any other article, i~ to be 
bought; and secondly, in the thrift it teaches 
them; for there is little clanger tbat a man will 
draw his money for an improper purpose, \Vhc n 
he has come to know the value of it. 
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DIALOGUE XIX. 

Darby. Farmer. Pat. 

'l'll.C DEPARTURE. 

Darby. 11y worthy gossip ! we shall 
Jong r(lmcmber tbe kind, and cordial treat. 
ment W<' have met ,•:ith from you, and every 
one of your family, and your good-nature to 
my hoy, giving him information, wbich will, 
J hope, be useful to him all his lifo. 

Pat. I can never forget it, Mr. Costello. 
l wish I could show my gratitude better than 
by words, ' 

Farmer. Say no more o.hout this. T am 
rejoicctl to have l1ad your company, and hear
tily sorr.v that you are going to leave ns in 
th<' morning. 

Dar~I/- -\Ye are going to part now for a 
lJng time. Jr.deed it, ii, bardly likely that 
you and I sJrn.11 . meet a2:ain in this world; 0

l1ut it is a comfort, to think, that when onr ' 
bodies arc at a diste.nce from each othr.r, 011r 
1-piriLs may be joined \'\hile we are offoring np 
~t the throue of Gwcc• our prayers for ·protec
tian, and onr thanksgi\'ing for the blessings 
bestowed upon us. 

Pat. J ha\'c often tl1ougbt that gocd pP.opJe 
will know each olhrr in Ilca\·en, ard that 
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omo pad of tha happiness to be enjoyed them 

will be to meet again those whom we loved 

so dearly in thii life. 
Darby. That is a mystery, my cl1i1u, which 

it is impossible for us to know any thing 

about, while we are in these mortal bodies. 

This life is a time of trial, to prepare us for 

a better; and wbilc -.,ve arc striving and pray

ing to be enabled to hear trials, and resist temp

tations, we shall be supported and strength

ened, and feel more comfort in oursc1ves, than 

the pleasures ancl profits of tbis world could 

hestow upon us: no douut as much of them as 

is good for us will also be given; but the 

great reward will be wh€'ll it shall b~ said, 

" \V ell done, thou good and faitbful servant, 

" enter thou into t11e joy of thy Lord." 

]?armer. 0 that wc ma.y live so as to ob

tain that reward when we bave done with this 

life! In the mean time, I reckon it a great 

blessing, to have a pious, faithful friend, whose 

love cannot be 1e-sened by time or absence, 

and also to have this friendship going on from 

one generation to another, as is plainly seen 

in your Pat, and my J cmmy; they love each 

other like brothers, an<l 1 l10pe, will always 

do so . 
Darby. I saw that at once, and "'"ith pl<'a-

sure, because I think they will each improva 

tho other. 
a 2 



') t J ' 1 a . omm,- s eompnny ,vould improve nny 
one who loves what is right. As for your son, 
fath0r, leave poor Pat as he is; I hope he 
will ~trivc to be better, and more wortby of your good opinion. · 

DIALOGUE XX. 

Pat. Darby. 

DINTS FOR e!PilOVElUEXT. 

Pat. l\Iay a thousand blessings light on 
the worthy family we have left. Their good
naiure to us is not to be expressed; but they 
are civil to every one that comes within their 
doors, though they dont let any thing binder 
their bu~incss, for they are never idle them
selves, nor do they encourage idlers. Mrs. 
Costello is so kind and con<:iderate herself, tLat 
I was rather ,·~xed with a young woman from 
Dublin ( a lady's waiting maid) who usl'!d to 
call in frcqurntly to rest herself after walking. 
She praised the place, as well sbe might; but 
~ho Woll<lered much at tho customs of the peo
ple; sometimes laughiug at what was strango 
to her. i:o that it was v,u,r unpleasant, and I am 
Btno Mrs. Coc.tello did not like it. 

!Jar~y. From many persons, such. condu,,ct 



f 
' 

., 

.I 

,, 

might get her i.11-will, for few pe.oplQ can 

boar to be lo.ughed at; but as to her won

ikrin~ at many things she sees here, you 

ought not to be surprised a.t it, for, on1y that 

JOU see them every day, you would wonder 

yourself a, mncb as she does. 

~ Pat. lndeed perhaps I might, she h:ii;; 

lived a. good deal in England, ancl she says it 

is very qnePr to see men wearing big coats, and 

women wrapped up in cloaks in summer wea

ther. She wenrs a. bonnet and shawl, and pat

ten~ when the ground is damp, antl carries an 

nm hrc\la in showery weather. She says the 

working men in England wear jackets, and 

keep their big coats for ruin or cold weather. 

Darb!/. They are in the right ofit. A man\; 

big-coat, and a woman's cloak cost a great deal 

of ruoney, and ought to 1o.st a 1ong time, and 

'\""VOuld ln ·t if tbey were taken proper care of-

11sed only when they arc wanted, and wben 

taken ofl~ 1laid by carefu11y. A shawl look:; 

1:eat and geot0el, and is of little 9')St: um

kellns n.\so are cheap, anu either is pleasanter 

thn.n a clonk : pn.ltens keep the feet clean and 

dry, anti nYe the shoes: a jacket is tight and 

plcnsant to work in; besides, being so much less 

cxpen'-ive than a coat. 
Pat. Fnther, all you say is right, yet I do 

110t like bcr remark~: she says we step down 

into tho cnhin~; n.nd that iome of the poor go 

cu\ of ~h<t hon~c the !l!aroe woy ns t~e smoke-., 
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as if she thought they flew up tho chimney. 
Now, 110w can we put up with such jokes? 

Darby. In the course of your travels, Pat. 
1 am afraid you will find tberc is too much 
reason for such things to be saiJ. You v-. ill 
5ee cabins in the bog of Allen, tliat one would 
hardly know from heaps of turf; \vitho11t a chim
ney, or a window, and very rnisernblo insiJe
a wisp of ~traw to 1ie on, upon tbe damp floor· 
two or three stools, and one poor pot to boil 
the potatoes. 1 dont wonder, Pat, to see tbe 
tea.rs standing in your eyes; but the people 
there were cheerful, and said tbey had plenty 
of turf to keep off the co1d in winter. 

Pat. I hope no ill-natured person will go 
thnt way, to pass his remarks ou such misery. 

Darby. Here and t11erc, in tlw neighbour
hood of gentlemens' houses, yon might see tlte 
cabins whitewashed. But what would you 
say to a house I went into, and where I found 
the family sitting on seats a-bout a tuu!e. 

Pat. I should be glad to see them so snug. 
Darby. Tb.cir table was a piece of a rock, 

with ~tones sot round for scats; and the cabin 
was built about this rocky place, for the conve
uienco of lw.ving it ready furnished. 

Pat. K ow, father, arc people to be praised 
'or beini satisfied \.Yith such a miserable way 

of living? 
Darby. It is well not to be ,liscon ten te<l with 

our lot; though if that be poor or low, it iR our 
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bounden duty to strive to make it better, by ho• 

nest industry. Prople, however, may lrncp them

selves and their houses clean, uo matter how 

great their poverty; and indeed there is a saving 

in it, because things last longer when thry are 

kept clean, and in their proper places ; beside:. 

which, you will a1 ways see those respected who 

are cleanly. 
Pat. I am tol<l that our country is equal to 

England, and exceeds it in some things, be

ing better watered and mo·rc fertile. 

Darby. So every one says, and that the differ

ence is chiefly in the dwellings of the poor peo• 

ple, or the peasantry, as they arc called there; 

you will see neat little gardens, fields and hedge

rows, and their houses so clean ar;d so comfort

able, that a stranger cannot foil to be struck 

with it. I heard a young gentlewoman, just 

come fr9m England, sa)- that when she lookecl 

at the cotta~es there, wiih their bri!;ht win

dow:, their well-scrubbed furnitnre, tbc clock, 

with the warming 1mn bangil"g uy it, the rouml 

table, the foot mat, and the scraper to clean tho 

shoes upon ; she wa · grieved to the heart 

thinking of the mi erable ca.bins which she had 

left behind, in ber own country. 

Pat. And she is the onn that would strive 

to im11rove the condition of the poor; but what 

cnn one pc~on, and that one a woman do? 

Darby. Yet she, and such os she, are daily 

improving their condition. by employing them, 

H 3 
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by encouraging them to uend their children io 
schools, to put part of their earnings into savings' 
bank~, and to keep their houses and themselves 
clean. By going on in this way, though it may 
not show much at first, there ·will be an improve
ment gradually. for I can myself perceive a 
great alteration for tlie better since I was young. 

Pat. ,v ell father though om countrymen 
are not given to cleanliness, tliey have one good 
qna1ity-tbey will sbare their little morsel 
with another poor body, though perhaps ill 
able to afford it. Now would English people, 
with all their decency do this? 

Darby. I dont k;ow whether they would 
or not; but I know tb0y were kind to the 
Irish, and that at a time \.,·hen numbers were 
famishing with hunger -why they sent us 
nearly half a million of money-may their 
noble hearted charity never bo forgotten. 

Thero is one other advantage in clcanlines~, 
it promotes health, whilst dirt brings siekness 
in its train, and is indeed the less excusable, 
inasmueh as water costs nothing. lt is said 
that a woman holding out her b~nd for charity. 
Dean S\Yift bid her go and wash it, " \Vashing 
is cheap," said he, '' and I will put nothing into 
such a dirty hand." 

Pat. The young won;ian I was talking of, 
~aid the Irish \Yere lazy-, l\Irs. Costello, howe
ver contradicted her fn that, nnd mildly told 
her that they wore as eagcr_for work as any peo-
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plc. rernin<ling her of the numbers that go over 

to England every year to work at the harvest ; 

she owned indeeLl that wlien they gave into 

begging;, they grew lazy and idle; but that 

beg~an, of every country were so too ! 

Darby. ,v e arc not naturally an idle peo

ple, Pat, and besides I believe there are many 

poor creatures half starved in their cabins, who 

could never bring themselves to ask for an 

alms, and dont know where to turn to earn it; 

some indeed are so industrious and clernr that 

they invent many a thing to get a morsel of 

bread . Now look at th is rope that a King's 

eonnty ruan hns just given me, an<l. tell me 

what it is made of. 
Pat. It is not made of flax, nor of hemp, 

nor of hav, nof of hair. \Vhat is it made of, 

fother? ~ 
Darby. Yon would not guess that it was 

ma.de of wood. 
Pat. I wou1d not, indeed. And yet 1 

would not contradict you, nor sRy you were 

joking-beco.mc l believe you never told a lie 

in jest or earnest in your life. 
Darby. It is made of bog-wood, which, af-

ter lying o. long time in the water becomes 

stringy antl soft; it is then tu.ken up, split 

fine, and mn.dc into ropes, w11ich are some

time~ sold for six-pence a pair. 

Pnt. Snrc the time and trouble are not 

}lalf po.id for at that price! 
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Darby. Consider, howeHr, that it is better 
than noth ing; for, besides what ll1ey earn, they 
arc doing somethi,1g. People grow bandy at work 
they are useJ to; the \vood is got for uothing, . 
and if it costs t11cm trouble, may be they could 
get nothing e]se to do, and it is all clear gain. 
The same way with tbe heath-l;irooms, they 
11-6.ve to cut the heath on tbe mountains, to make 
gads ofthe black-berry brancbcs, to bind them, 
to carry them about the country, and sell them 
often for nine pence a dozen. But "little and 
little, makes a rnikle," and where e·rery one of 
the family is doing something towar<l~ earning, 
one might wonder how much it comes to at the 
end of the week. I knew a poor man who 
lived on a hog, be ha<l fon children. Tn sum
mer he cut turf and sold it, and in winter he 
made ba:-kets for sale, having planted sallow-i 
ahout his cabin in a little ~pot "Which was suit
aLle for them. 

DIALOGU~ xxu! 
Dmby .-Pat.-Book Pedlar. 

CB!i:AP ASD IXSTRL'CTIVE RE.\DI:,.'G.

Darby. Yonder, I c.ee a man with a pack; 
I suppose a pedlar like ourseh e~.. .. 
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Pal. Ko,,. he is resting at lho stile; rest 

·yourself there tuo, father, and you may have 

a little chat together. 
Darb.ti· : ~ood mornini to yon, Sir, we 

have fine weather for onr walks· l hope you 

find your calling profitable. 
Book Pedlar. I Lave no reason to complain, 

mr wares arc in prntt.y good <lenianJ-they uro 

cheap book$, 
Pat. 1\1ay I make so bold as to ask you to 

let us see some of thern ? 
Book Pedlar. \Vith all my heart young 

mu.n, ancl 1 think if you have any t:iste, 1 shall 

be able to match you. 
Pat. Father, father, here i:; a treasnre in· 

deed! What beautiful books! Here are tra

vels through different parts of tbe world; anJ. 

here arc histories of p<'ople, which, I a.in su ro, 

must be v~ry entertaining. 
Boo/4. i'Pdlar. An<l. iu-strnctive too, I c:w 

tell) ou. 
Pat. And here al. o, are acconntc, of ani-

mals: in hart, I <lont sec a batl book among 

them. 
Book Pedlar. i. Tot a bad book indeeJ, for the 

greatestcarchas been taken toselect what wout.l 

be proper fN children, or in~eed for any one 

tu rear\ . In forming the mind, a great lleal, 

r have been tol(l by those who ·ere well qna1i

f1eJ to j11d:--c. depends upon tlie book which 

you giYo to a young person. I h0pn. the effects 
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of profitable reading will soon bo eeen ihroughout the country. 
Darby. In my youug day11, there was a 

great dearth of gcod hooks for young persons. 
There were fairy tales enou6h, and hi~torir.s 
of noted robbers; but what profit could be 
derived from nonsenc;e con~erning things wbic:h 
nevrr had existence, or from accounts of peo
ple, who were a terror to their neighbours, and 
at last met the punishment which their crimes 
deservr>d. I often think, what great advan
tage the young now enjn_v, who have such books 
as these pr<'pared expressly for them, and 
imit<'d to thPir capacity. 

lJook Pedlar. 1 hope they will '>how tlrn 
good effects in their lives; for thoy will not 
he able to say that they had not books which 
\Vo11ld teach them what was good. 

Pat. I must bring Peggy and Johnny two 
of these little hooks: I shall chuse this one 
which se0ms fill<'d ,, ith pretty stories, called 
'' 1 nstinct Displayed," and that otber which 
contains such beautiful versC's. \Vhat i5 the • C,. ? pn~f', .:'ltr. 

Book Pedlar. Fourteen pence for the two. 
Prrt. How very cheap: I should think tbo.t 

such books a~ these, with their little pictur<'s, 
could not be printed, bound, and sold for 7d 
a piece without a ~rcat loi:s on tliem. 

Book Pedlar. There h:, as I bave heard, a 
,reat deal lost by printing them, if that can be 



131 

called loot which is laid out to ~uch o gooJ 

purpose. Par1iament grants a great deal of n.10-

1rny, o.s well for establi!1hing scLools throughout 

the country, as for the printing cf those books, 

and 1 recommend yon, young man, who seem 

to be but a beginner, to buy these cheap work.:;, 

and add them to your stock-buy them at 

Kildarc-phce, in Dublin; you wiil bave a 

pretty profit on them, although you sell them 

as cheap as I do. 
Darby. You are very good to put ns in the 

way of getting them: I never Rold any hut 

school books, though I was often asked for 

many hooks whose names I forget, and the 

moral of \•:bich was in the highest degree' -per

nicious. I am Lo.ppy that, at last, better books 

are to he had for the young; and I agree with 

you that much.good may be expected to result 

from it: but is the collection large? 

Book Pedlar. 80 large, and on snch vari

ous suhjects, that I sm not afraid of not meet

ing the taste of every huyet,-some like travels 

-5ome prefer books of natnral history-some 

cbuse voyage,s-some shipwrrcks-some ex

tracts from the Bible-some poetrJ-some 

vrosc : well, for all of t\1E?m I am -prepared, so lhat 

it -very seldom happens [ go out, \vithont re

gretting that I am not able to carry more with 

me; for I always retnrn empty. 

Darby. May 1 ask you, w11y you clo not 
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-charge more than seven pence for each book, they seem well worth ten pence at least? 
Book Pedlar. You know the proverb, brother, as well as I : "small profits, quick returns;" besides, se'\-en pence is the price at which they arc sold at the Society's retail shop in Dublin, and it allows quite sufficient profit to tbe seller. 

Darby. I see so much advantage in it, not only to my son, but to those who will deal with him, that I am resolved he sba]l try ithe cannot Jose much, even though it should fail: but how arc we to supply our~clves. 
Boole Pedlar. I laid in my stock at Kildare-place in Dublin, v. here the books are pub• Jisbcd; but they may be bad from sevnal respectable wholesale booksellers at tbe same rates. Darby. I think I saw a list of the books on the cover of one in your uasket; perhaps it mentions the prices also. 

Book Pedlar. It m<'ntions only the prices nt which thf'y may be hougbtin quantities; but I can tel J yon generally. tbat a volume bound in leather, is sold for 7d; and in stiff pap<'r covers 5d ; and here is tL.J list by ""bicb you will see that the:· are fifty-eight varieties; 
,/' 

besides ten others which do not contain so c much, and arc sold at 3d cad1. 
History of J o~eph, and the Creation, &c. A Selection from the Psalms, Pro,·r rbs, nn d Book of Ecclesiasticus. 
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Reflection~ on tbo \Yisdom, Power, and Good-

ness ol God, liy Sturm. 

\ .. iews of the Creation. 

i\Inral Essays. 
Byron's Karrnt•\0 of the Loss of tho \Vager 

Sloop of \Var. 
Bligh's dangerous Voyngc in an open Boa(: 

Shipwrecks of the Alcestc and l\lcdusa. Fri-

gatrs, with lleilcctions. 

The Life oE Captain Cooke. 

History of Prince Lt'e Boo. 

Commodore Anson's \,. o_v:1gP ronnd the \Vorld. 

Adventures of R0binson Crusoe. 

New Robinson Crusoe. 

Travels in Africa. 

---- Korth America. 

---- South America. 

---- Northern Asia 

---- South Eastern Asia. 

---- South \V es tern Asia.. 

---- .,,_ rornay, Sweden, and Denmark. 

---- 1:lnsc;ia in ffinropc. 

---- En6land and \Vales. 

A Voyage among the Islands of the Pacifio 

Ocean. 
A \T oyage in tho Indian and Chinese Seas • 

Hi~tory of ~lungo Park. 
Di:covcry of America hy Columhus. 

\Vondertul Escapes. 

Ad·,cnlures of i\1 ungo tho Travellor, and Seven 

\Yonder~ of the \ Vorlq. 
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The Cabinet of Art!'. 
TJ~efol Arts a'lcl i\lanufactures. 
K aturnl History of flemarkable lleai,;ts. K utural Histo.y of Fishes. 

Birds. 
I nscct!'l, &c. 
RPptile~, &c. 
Domestic Animal!i. 
Animals, (nuridged ) History of Remarkable Trees. 

the .H.obins. 
Scrap Boole 
Richard 1 lac Reac!y, the Fartncr's Lad. 
School J.\1 is tress. 
Cottage Fire Side. 
Tim fiigi;ins, or thC' Cottage "\Tisitcr. 
Entertaining l\leclley, v. ith true ancl curious Anecdotes. 
Elizabeth, or the Exiles of Siheriu. 
The Brother;;, a11Ll an Account of, Savings Banks, &c. 
History of Little Jack, a Foundling, and ,Tilliam, an O rphan. 
History of haac Jen kins, and a Friendly Gift for Servan ts, &c. . 
i\Iiscl'llany, or E\'ening Entertainment. 
Fulilcs of J1~sop, with rnon.d Pro\·crbs and 

,A_ Applicotions. 
A nilllal Sugaci!y, in a collection of facts. 
1'b,~ Ile<'. 
Pioi11ro of the .:'ci::.song, 
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~oleetion of Poems. 
Destruction of J erusalcm . 

\Yonr1ers of the \Yorld . 

The Pedlars. 

Darby. I tlrnnk yon kindly for a11 the infor 

mntion you have given ns, unct should be glnd 

our cour~e lay along i1ic same road, tliat ,:e 

rni~11t conver~e longer together. 

B9ok Pedlar. I am sorry to my it docs not: 

I am hastening to the fair of---- ,..,·here 

I hope to turn a good many sixpences from the 

Jmblic house-" come gentle folks and bny a 

book, I say a book is better than Q. glass of 

whiskey; both are for the head to be sure; 

but the one dPstroys, and the other improve!!. 

Come gentlefolks, buy my books; sixpence 

worth of whiskC'y is soon drunk, bnt sixpence 

worth of reading will amuse for many a day

come hny ! come huy ! " 
Da1'b!J. Good morning sir,-I bopc my son 

wi11 soon enter into your traJc, ant1 also prosper 

by the lesson you have just girnn him. 

Pat. I dont c:xpect cYer to shine 11s a Book• 

seller; but one pleasure I nm snrc of enjoying, 

I shall read ernry Look that I i.triH' to sell, irnd 

lllho.11 find not only amusement, Lut instruction 

in them. 
Book Pedlar. That to bo ~urc yon will. vonnrr . . ::,. 

mnn; for wiser hcod than onr~ h~\'0 8r;iid so, 
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DI ALO GUE XXIII. 

Englishman .-Pat.-Darby. 

FURTHER HINTS. 

Englishman. Young man, us I am a 
jJtranger in this country, I hope ynu will hove 
no objection to my walking in your company. 

Pat. Not in the least, Sir: my father and I 
will be glad of a companion.-1;hat is my fa
ther on before u~, resting himself on the top of 
the hill, and admiring the beautiful country 
spread about it. 

Englishman. Nature has been very boun
tiful indeed to this ]and; but I hope you 
will not be offended when I say that the miser
able appearance of the cabins, and of the peo
ple who live in them, takes off very much 
from the pleasure of such fine prospects. 

Pat. Inde_e <l dir, you say true. But many 
of those poor creatures 1rnving been used to no
thing better from one generation to another, 
just go on scrambling for a bit to keep life in 
them, and if they can put on somo decent 
clothing on a Sunday, or holiday, they am 
content. · 

Englishman. I am afraid tbat kina of con
tent, hardly deserves the nam0. Contentment 
;i: ;1 resignation to tho will of Providence· but 
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it docs nol prevent houe!'.l endeavours to rnak11 

ourselves respectable and decent, in whateveY 

station be is pleased to allot for us. 
Darby. Sir, you seem to be a. stranger, and 

from your speech an Englishman. I should be 

glad that our country folks were more deserv• 

ing of your approbation. 
Englishman. Your son can te11 you, that T 

,Vas admiring your country, and lamenting the 

poverty and wretched condition of the pea

santry in some places; bnt I am not without 

l10pcs for them, cspct:ially after beeing what has 

),een done in one of the wildest parts of Cor.. 

naught. "'here a young man, the curate of 

the parish, has eslahlished n. sur;day-scbool 

for growo per-;ons, as \Vella" children. He has 

hired tbe nse of a cabin for the time he teaches 

them, and tho owners of the cabin arc hi!t 
scholnrs. J saw tlicn' a man and woman he

f.WN'n thirty and forty years of age, v;hc ,....-ere 

learning the alphabet ahont two months ago, 

nn11 can nO\V" read.: batlly to be ~ure as yet, hut. 

so n · to undcr~tand wLat they r0ad. _ 

J>r:t. I should have supposed them past 

lcnrning. 
Eng!ishmrm. Schools for [!,town pcop1e 1mm 

hcen opened in many parts of England, and i.bc 

rflsu1t ha" proved, that none are too old to learn, 

pro\'ided they h:wc cnp:icity. :\., hat should 

you think, young mnn: of a school in Ipswich 

in Suffolk_, where four sd1olars were re.;:pec 
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tivdy 3d, 67, 76, and 94; the elder two wore 
1rot ahle to attend in winter, but they were aux
iously looking forward to the approa.;hingspring, 
that they might resume their lessons. 

Pat. Did such aged persons actually make 
any progress? 

Englishman. The oldest was so much 
quicker than her class-fellows, that she was 
appointed monitress, and I assure you, became a 
tolerable proficient. If so much has been done 
at an advanced age, younger persons mny surely 
hope to succeed. 

Pal. After this, I shall never say it is too 
late to learn. 

Darby. \Vhat an age of improvement do 
we live in: schools aro spreading rapidly in 
every direction for the youllg: I have been told 
there are schools for infants of two years olJ, 
and here are schools for tottering age; and I 
know the effect this rnnst lrnve upon society in 
gen<'ral. The esbted bcntlcruan will thrive in 
proportion as his tenants prosper, and the best 
way to make them do so, is to improve their 
intelligcnc0. Skilful workmen will improve 
the manufactures of a countrv; and I should 
tbink thev won1d increase ir; skill the more 
their min~ls arc Oj>ened by instruction . 

JiJ11glishman. You are right my friend, and 
-equally grr 0 t will be the good eileet of giring 
education •·, the fen.iale -she loves to order her 
famiJy well-she loves cleanliness and comfort . 
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nbout her, and her husband finding l1is house so 

cheerful, prefer~ it to the ale-house fireside; lHl 

comes home early from work, and n.s he can't be 

idle, he sometimes reads. ~uppose it is the 

Bible he reads-what a sight to behold, a 

Christian father reading tbe Scriptures, sur

rounded by bis family. 
Darby. That ·wo11ld he indeed a bright day 

for Ireland, and I have no doubt, but that if 

you advance the education of the people, you 

will soon find their situation in every respect 

improved; for, let our people once begin to 

know the comforts of decency, and they will 

strive to earn them-hence honest industry, und 

its never failing attendant, happiness. 

DIA LOGUE. XXIV. 

Darb!/.-Pai.-· Englislmum. 

STRAW PLAITI~O. 

Englishman. I am just come from a place 

where there is a manufactory of straw Im.ts aod 

bonnet", imitating Legliorn ho.ls wLich come 

horn Italy. and quite as neat. 
Pat. llow could they get the materials 

from so d.i ... tant a place. 
Engli:.,/1man. They have not far to go for 
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the material..., which are to he liad in ahundancP, 
a~ I am told, in every part oflrcland. See here 
is a little bundle of them. 

Pat. 0 ! father, these are tho poor Trnny~ 
neens, which the cattle reject as not ·worth eating. 

Englishman. The poorer thP. Trauyneen, 
the finm·, and therefore the hettcr for the pur
pose: bere is a bit of the plait. which the hon
nets that are so far sought, and dear bought, 
cannot surpass. I was curious to know every 
particular, and the gentleman \1·ho manage~ 
the manufactory at Carrick-on-Shannon was so 
kind as to tell me tl1e whole process. 

Darby. Sir, if it would not be making too 
hold to ask it, you would oLlige us very much, 
h_y informing ns of those particulars. 

EagHshman. I should have pleasure in 
doing so, hut you that are travelling, and seeing, 
nnd hearing so many different thingi;, could 
hardly keep it in mind. 

Darby. :My son carries a Jittle book with 
him, and a pen and ink, and writes down any 
thing useful that he hears; .and if it \Yas conve
nient to you, he would take an account of this 
to bring home to his mother and ~i.:trr. 

Englishman. I\ o sooner said than done; 
here is a pleasant bank, and I am wc>1l disposed 
to rC'st myself. .l ~ ow, my lad. out with your 
pen. ink, and paper, aud write as I shall tell yon. 

TlJC best time for cutting Trauyneens, i., in 
-:] une or July: tlH'Y may be cut with a scytb~ 

l 
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a book, or a knifo, in tbc pasture lands, where 
tlrn ulber [ms,:; has been eaten down close to the 
gro11nd, b~efore the b1ossom ripens: tie them in 
rnrnll bundles, l2y them in a shallow tub, and co-
, er them with b~ilin!!;water; afterten or twelve 
rninutC's take them up~ and let tiiem drain. On 
every fre~h parcel la.id in the tub, pour fresh 
hoilirig water: after draining a short tim~, 
spread the ~rrauyneens thinly before the sun, 
for five or six days, turning them two or three 
times a <lay : then take them into the house, 
and in a 1hy place they ·will keep through the 
winter and spring. The part for plaiting, is from 
the npper joint, to where the grass begins to 
flower-the sta1k and seed branches are to be 
thrown away--thc grass is to b~ carefully sort
ed in different sizes-each 11lait has thirteen 
straws, and the setti:-ig in of the straws must be 
in the centrl" of the plait, to give suilicient 
~trcngtl1 to the edges, to bear the joining: the 
ends of the straws are cut oft~ and the plait 
passed through a mill before joining. In join
ing, ihc two pieces of plait are laid so that 
the e<l.ge ro,vs, when placed together, ,vill 
form something like a succession of V's, and 
this must be particularly mindc<l.. Then with 
a needle and thread unite them in the same 
manner that holes in s!ockings are grafted; 
and after a few stitches pull the thread tight, 
which brings them into their proper places, 
and makes tbem appear us close as if the 

I . 
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two piP-ces were maJe togcU.er. T n b0gin
ning the crown, it \Yiil he necessary to g-ather 
the . traws on one side of the plait, by taking 
11p three at a time in the f!r:-t circle, and two iu 
tbe second and third_. l•nd then to proc<'ed a3 I 
said before. The clrf'<:~-r:::wkNs ~iv" the fa. hion
able shape aft .nYards; for they come to tb em 
in the form of large hat,. . 

Darb!J. 1 hope tbis h:J_sinr:ic;; will .s1Jccced , 
though it is icdiou,; and t :-oublesome. ' 

Engbslunan. But if the ti 11e n:ir1 trouble 
me po.id for, t!ie:y may he 1:omc more exp0rt 
wben they are hrtt0r 11,cd to it. G rrat care, 
}10\\·ever ;bould be taken. that no spr;iy of 
grass with the least lilr>mish i!-1 u~ed, nor an inch 
of inferior plait put in the bonnet. Like tl:e 
cotto!} pickers who are not allov<:ed to let a 
5pr.ck of any thic~ elsr. remain omon~ the cot
ton:· ~nd tbe mak.rrs of lookin~-g!a=-:cs in Paris, 
{d10 arc obliged to do their work all over again, 
jf there is the least defect in it. 

If your Iric::li girls could be tan6ht to makr. 
this plait, it woiild al"o fo:.ich thc1:1 to keep 
thrrn".elves clean; 1,ecau::;c neatness i;; of ~nd1° 
importance in this m:11Jufacture: b11t I am 
nfraid for a Jong time there \\?ould be a failure 
in thic; respect. 

Dnr1.1_;;. You never, perhaps, sa,Y nicer or 
cleauer straw plait than our 61rls Lave made in 
t.hcir co.hins, and so many arc assi ted by it, tho.t 
I am sorry it has g<Jne 50 much out of fashion. 
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Several years a.go, muslin gloves wore very 

rnuch·worn, anJ a young luJy taught the poor 

girls in her neighbourhood to make them. A 

la<l y iu Enu·land desired some to be sent to her, 
• b 

k 
and she ufterwanls wroLe to say ibat the wor 

WJs] ikc tbe work offuiry bands, it was so neat; 

whl:rcas, it was han<ls well used to p!cking 

potatoes, that had performed the task so neatly. 

D!A.LOGUE XXV. 

Ti'n o- 'z'sl, '1 an .. ,· CI l ' • Darby. Ped. 

KEAT.:Ess. 

Englishman. I am bla<l to have an oppor-

tunity of knowing a little of the peculiarities 

of this coun Lry. I assure yon I mean no of

fence, and T 
0

bP.g- you will ·not take any at tho 

· questions that f may ask, or tlJe remarks that 

I make. 

Darh,1/· You may be certain that I sba11 

uot. 1t will give me pleasure to answer your 

<Jnestions as well as I can; and [ shall be glad 

to hear remarks which I am sensible might bo 

of great ll!-P. to us if we minded them, for in-

:•r •• deed tl1ere is great room for improvcmcn t. 

11.0 Englishman. { am sorry to perceive a Jea-

~~at lousy of t11e English among your country folk, 
,., ., , .... 

.. 
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und a readiness to catch up a11y tl1iug against 

us. 
Darlq. It ill becornei us to do so, fur in 

the time of great distress tbt-y s.1iowed pity for 

us, and sent relief to poor creD:t11res who must 

have hcen famisberl without thnt he] p. 
Engli.~Amrm . ,v e "'ere surry not to bo nhle 

to do more, for I think you \"'vould be a8 wil• 

ling to do the same for u8. had ,ve ,vantc<l it. 

Darby. I hope we should, but there i~ no 

likelihood of that C'Vcr happening. The poor 

:people iu England, I hear, aro in general so in• 

dustrious, so careful of their earnings, letting 

nothing go to waste, and keepin~ their little 

places in repair, that I am told tbe>y lay by 

gomething for sickness or old age. But though 

our poor people are iuduc;trious and hare! work

ing, they arc fiuite too apt to spend all thoy 

eo.m, and if a poor man hns an extravagant 

wife, or a poor woman a drnnken hn!-hand. 

tltere is no prospect but povNty before them; 

and poverty you know makes the heart sink, 

and takes uwav tbe desire for decency and 

comfort ; but ·if man and "·ifo draw together 

in one way, and that a good way, they gcne

rallv do very well. 
Englis/m~an. Thero ·is a kindlincs!- ahont an 

Irishman, a native conrtcgy that •sin!I the hcnrt. 

and rnakeil one anxions to ~,.El bis ~ituntinn 

better. The Government of the country, how

ever "yilling they be to help them.., ca~inot do 
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it effectually without th cir o-,vn individual ex 

er lions: like the Carter tba t we rend of, who 

culled upon a farmer who was passing, to raise 

his curt for bim, out of the slough into which 

it had fallen . " Pnt your ovm shoulder Lo the 

wheel," 8ai<l the far~10r, " and then call upon 

me for help." 
Darby. Contcntrnr.nt and humility am the 

great ble~sings of life-but I am afraid many 

poor people do not understand contentment; 

they arc sa_tisfied to live in tlirt, and shift with

out decent articles of hon~e-kceping, an<l there

fore they think they are contented; they 

think also that they are humhle, when they 

say, " I <lo not ,vant to he finer than my 

neighbours, what does them, ·will do me.'' 

Now Providence did not give us the fresh air 

and clear water, ,vithout intending we shoµld 

make us<' of tliun. 

B11g!islmum. l mnst O\.Yn [ was surprised 

to sec house-;. wLicb seemcJ v. cll-bnilt, and to 

belong to creditab1e people. with little win

do,vs, as if they were not made to open, anti 

· ~o dirty that I thought thry never could bo 

inlendet.l to admit light. 
Darby. Such windows nrc too common in 

the country; where two or three persons how

ever have clean, tidy places. others are very 

apt to take pattern l,y them. 

Englishman. I know the Irishman doe!ii 

not spare himself in working. a.nd I have h~ur<i. 
I 2 



of worn.en building houses with their own 
hands; but they seem deficiellt in kel'ping 
th~ir dwellings and fences in r~•pair-look for 
oxample at tbosc bushes and stones instc-Rd of 
gat"s; look also at that farm-house vonder
tbat garden ought to be very productive, liav
ing fruit and vegetables ; but so ill fo!lced is it, 
and so carelessly cultivated, that the owner 
ought to bf' ashamecl of it. 

Pat. But, Sir, you may see nt other farm 
houses, fine hedges ahout their gArdens, and 
some very tastily set off with beautiful flower~. 

Englislan.an. I should be ~lad that Irish 
cottagers cultivated flowers as tb0y do in Eng
land-the sight of them is refreshing, and th"Y 
are profitable to the owners, when they hring 
them tied in nosegays, to market. 

Darb.I/· Flowers would sell very well in the 
market here, but that bas ne\'er heen tried; n 
flower garden also woulcl occupy the spam 
time of children, anr1 bring thc-m a little money to lay out in books. lt would give them 
too, a notion of regnlarit_y aod nC'atne~s. 

Englislmum. The poor in our ' country <lo not value themselves upon being decent, for o. dirty person would be looked do1.v11 
upon and despised. 

Darby. I suspect a dirt.y house is as grent a 
wonder among them as a clear; one is with us. 

Engli$hman. Let U!il hope it will not be al
ways so, for I JJcar there is great impro\'cmcnt, 
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nnd thal in pnrt of Ulster the oottngcs are very 

like ours. I was tra.relling in Leinster early one 

morning and I perceived several cabins which 

sf'emetl quite comfortable: one I particularly re- ... 

marked with a neat pavement before the door, 

and a little channel to carry off the wet. The 

door.-; were opc!1, and people at work-one wo

man q11ilting, another -;pinning. and no appear

anco of distress ahont them. It was easy to dis

cover tbP co.nsr of this d iffrrence-ind.ustry. 

Da,·by. The labourcr.5 mw,t have been tirn<'ly 

at their work ; if the women and children had 

he0n lazy. the place vrn~lld have had a p:wr 

look, and the man finrlinti· an uncomfortable 
• 

C) 

firc-si,lu vYben }w came home, in all probabi-

lil,Y the e,·ening would have found him at the 

puhlic-hom,f'. So that there is good sense in 

the saying, "A ru::i.n must ask his wife's leavo 

to !!:row ncli ." 
Rnglishmrm. I nnderstand thrrt white-wash

ing is more practised than 1t used to be. 

Darb.'f. People begin to see the advantage 

of it, espccinll.v since the typhus fovcr ,,,as so 

prnva.lcnt, when the doctors ancl the gentry in• 

sistcd on it, anJ recp1ircd also tbat the cottages 

sbonl<l have windows to open. l really do not 

know ,vberc sickness wonld have stoppc<l, hnt 

for the en.re that was token about airing and 

clean I in e<.;;;. 
Rng(i5/unrm. '\Yithont this care we mav 

c:xi)cct to see fevers continue for months, an~l 



148 

return year after year; but where fresh air i~ let in, and the linen often changed, the infection 
~eldom spreads, e-ren to those that are taking 
care of the sick. These latter shou Id be careful 
to wash their own hauds and faces often, and to use vinegar; ri~iters should not go into the 
room with an empty stomacli. nor sl10uld they 
stand in the direction in '.vhich the air passes from the sick man's breath. 

Darby. I remember bearing of an old Doc
tor in the county Cork, wbo ne\·er allo'.'ved his either to be glazed or shut. [J'j<; own room 
had two windows on each side of bis bed. 

Engbs/2.m,m. I am afraiJ that· tlic lore of 
free air may lw.,·c been carried so far as to make 
the house' very uncomfortable; fresh air is a good thing, b;1t no one would therefore churn 
to live in the street. 

Darby. His son went into anoLlJPr extreme 
after his father's dea!b, for be glazed all tlw windows, and I was told, that the fo.mil y \Yero by no means so healthy afterwards. • 
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DlA LOGUE X:X.Vl. 

P,11glislmwn. \Vhat heap of 11tones is this? 

It is like the cairo::; in Scotland-where such 

piles mark the buriol place of some chief per

son, or of one who has died by accident, each 

pa--scn;!Cr throwing a stone upon it. 

Da,by. It is the same way here; I was -

told thi; heap is to show the spot w11ere a p0or 

man was killed, by a horse running away with 

a load of timber, as he was striving to stop it 

he was knocked down and the wheel went over 

him. 
Englis!unrm. I bc1ievc o.11 nations ap;ree in 

})aying respect lo the dead, they say Ireland is 

remnrkahlo for tl1is. 
Darb.I/, \Vo do iudeed love those that be-

long to ns dcaJ and a.live, and 1 hope we shall 

always have reason to be proud of the affection 

onr children show us. It is the riches of 1)oor 

people, an,l wl1en their boys and girls are able 

to earn, thcv wonhl think it n sin and a 

!lhanrn not to· help their parents: drunken fel

low~ urn to be sure an excr.y>tion-thcy are o. 

hnrucm on thc1r poor fathcrn and mothers, ancl 

ofLcn l,y their ba-1 aonduot., short~n tho daya 
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of those wt1om the,· ono Ii t to 1mprio1 t and ·' 0 comfort, not minding the coru1.lla11dment, " Hononr tliy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the lanJ. 
Englishmmt. I believe long life is looked upon here as the greatest earthly Ldcssing, for I perceive it is a cumrnon expres-.ion of goodwil) to say " Long life to you.'' 

Darby. It i'- almost to be wondered at ths.t those who a-:-c wnkhPdly poor should rnlue Jong lifo so much ; l,ut I suppose it is in our nature to do so. 
Engli'slana,z. Your foncrnls here arr attrnJed by a great unmbr•r of people. I passed one which I third~ CO\<'red the road for a mile. Darby. Tboso who arc well-beloved, and , rnucb re~pected, are sure of a greatfrrnern/, arid every one that meets it is ex pccted to ti:rn back and go witl1 it for a . hort di tanee . People often go to great trouble and expQnse in this v,ay, although the family may be pinched for a Jong time, for such foolisbne s : for surely it is foolish to stretch beyond one's means, and llln ilJ dcot, to cut a lignrc. 

Pat. If vou saw tlw funeral of a rorrn"' ./ 
~ 0 girl, Sir, you could not but admirn it. 'J'ho young females wLo bad been her play-fellov;s and companions, drest in their best, two and two follo"·ing the coffin, some carrying baskets of flo~:crs bt:!Lween them. others white rnd.r-, ~~d others again garlands made of white paper 
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curiously cut. Those were to ornamf'nt t11c 

grave. · I assure you it affected me w!ien I 

!ilW it. 
Englishman. That must indeed be an af

fecting sight; bnt your wakrs, as you call 

the gatherings about a dead body. are most ex

traordinary. One would suppose them to lrn 

merry-m_akings, rather ti1an what they pretend 

to he. 
Dnrb.11. Sir, I am sorry and ashamed to fay 

th0y hardly pretend to l>E> any thing els'?. 

They are a scandal 1o our <'Ountr?, and I di,

l1Le to hear them mcnt!oncd, for it ,seems out 

of onr power, 110,•.:e\'er much we dislike such 

doin~s, to put a stop to them. 

E11glislnnan. • o:ir example and pr<'ccpt. 

spr0adirg to other,. rn::iy take effect, and at 

la-t, u:1dn the Di\·ine hles-:iog, do a,Yay the 

nuisance. :-::ur<'l~-, jf tlfe person died of a f('

\'( r, it is <l.vngeroqs to cro\Yd into tlic room 

with the• dc•ad bod v. 
lJal'O.'J, Tlic fondness for ,-.·akes is -s,1ch, that 

no danger se0ms to be drrndE>d. I knew of a 

girl taking her master's child that sbP had in 

li0r care, to the wake of a man who died of a 

f0,·er. The child took il and diPd; the motlier 

<liJ not know where the cbild bad been; it · 

i-pread in tiie family, anJ her husband lost his 

life hy it. 
E11glishma11. Are not your d~ad iaid out 

rather too soon ? 
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Dr6rby. I think so, and sometimes buriecl. 

sooner than it ~cems right; often. I believe, 

to save the expense of waking. There was a 

gentleman in the county of Cork, who I heard 

was born after his mother wns hnried-for, 

supposed to be dcnd, she wns laid in a vault, 

aud, having been only in a trance, came to 

herself, got ont of her coffin, wulked home-

the vault and coffin ha\iug been oprnecl hy 

some person wLo came to steal a valuable ring 

whicl1 was on her finger. 
Englishman . I can hardly hear the idea of 

such speedy burials. Can any thing he more 

horriLle than to be Luried alive ?-~\nd how 

much better is it to wait quietly for the ccrto.in 

signs of death, than to spend ti1};1C anJ. money 

in a carouse for tho living. 
Darby. Yon arc right, Sir, I k,Jww ycu 

are right; an<l it i~ shocking to think of 

vutting the pnr<'nt, child, or friend, that one 

would. give one's life to save, into tbc gr,:t,·c 

too soon ;-and, on tho other hand, awfully 

shocking to liave a, merry-making orcr the 

corpse of bit.a whose soul is gone to give 

acconnt to God l 
En{rlislnnrm . Are there not women bired 

to attend funerals? 
Darl1y . There arc; yet some will come 

without payment, when th0y have known the 

dead. Th~y arc called Kecners. The hired 

Kceners, I have heard, will srng u most 

\ 
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mournful song of tbe virtues and riches of 

the deceased, ending every verse with the 

wods " Why did you die?" 

DIALOGUE, XXVII. 

Englishman. Darb!J, Pat. 

FARi\U:::,.;G, 

Engb'shman. I hear great complaints of 

want of work foi.' women and children. 

Darby. Many farmers find it hard enough 

to keep their men in work in the dead season 

of the year. Tlie wives are generally clever at 

spinning, sewing, and knitting, but they are not 

often in the way of earning mueh by those 

things, and \'"lith ull their indu~try and saving, 

some of them can only live from barrd to mouth. 

Englishman. Do the Irish farmers ever 

practise dibbling wheat; that is, setting it by 

band. 
Darby. I have heard of such · a tbing, and 

that it made a great saving in a ' time of scar

city, but it is very seldom practised here. 

Englislmzan. I wish that farmers could be 

prevailed upon to try it, both for their own 

sakes, and for the sake of tbo poor. I speak 

from experience, for I tried it myself, on a small 
K., 



164 

spol of grotilld which I lo.id out for wheat; ft 
used to take two bushels to sow it, i..iu t I found 
that it took but one hushel setting it by hand; 
so there was a saving of one half of seed wheat. 

Pat. Bllt, Sir, did the crop turn out as well 
ag if it bad been sown the old way? 

Englislunan. Better-for it produced one
fourth more than the average crops of that year. 
The straw was remarkably strong, and there
fore not apt to lodge; and the wheat of the 
best quality in the market. I used a small hoe 
to clear the land from weeds, and earthed up 
my wheat, which made the straw and grain 
more valuable. 

Darby. You employed people that under
stood setting the wheat. 

Englisilman. I diJ, but I took some pains 
to teach others, and I found them willing to 
learn, aud thankful for the employment. Five 
women would set bne of our English acres in 
a day; they go a long the furrow, IDi!king boleg 
at the distunco of two inches, or rather more, 
and drop oo more than two seeds in every hole, 
and from these two seeds I have counted twenty 
2tnlks of whoat---tbo rows uro six or seven 
incLeg from each other. By doing thus, there 
wus a saving1 o.s you may see, ia tho seed, and 
a comiJerable iucr<>ase in tho proJuce, anJ 
omployment w ag u.t the w.me time provided for 
,women e.nd cLilJron. 

Jl.a,t. I ~hink otbor , t,Orr. coul<l Le plantou 
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1btt sum~ way, nnJ. a poor man might set hi~ 
~hildren to work at it. They wol.lld soon 
~row handy at the buoin1:;ss. 

Engli~dunan. I have no doubt but th"'Y 
would, a~d the aJvant.agc of employing them. 
would lie great. 

DIALOGUE XXVIJI. 

Pat.-Darb!J., 

'l'HB ASSIZES. 

Pat. \l/ ell Father, here I am at last, ri.flte.r 
having romo.inccl the whole do.y at the court
house, and I must say, it has showed m~ 
that tl.rnre is a great deal more wickedness in 
the world than I ho.d ever heard of. 

Darby. Y cs, and it showed you also, tho 
punishment which wickeclncss brings upon itself 
~( on:;r or !ater.-I ho.vc heard several instances 
of crimes being detected after years of conceal
ru<'nt.-Providcnce bringing them to light iu 
its own good time, to teach tbe guilty that no
thing is hidden from tho all eeeing eye of Goo. 

Pat. It reminds me of that vorso in Scrip• 
ture, which it would ho well for us all to bav~ 
in our minds ovary moment. '' The oyos of th'2 
Lord aro in every place, beholding the evil nnd 
I.he ~ood.'~ 
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Darby. If we felt, as you s~y, that we are 
always in his presence, it would surely make 
us watchful not to offend. Yon know, when 
only an earthly superior is by, we are more 
cautious about what we sny or do than when 
he is absent; but He the I{ing of kings, is ever 
present, and knows our most secret thoughts 
Rnd actions.-It would have been well for tho 
baker in Galway had he remembered it. 

Pat. \Vhat was the story, father? 
Darby. You shall hear it as soon as you tell 

me about the trials which took place to-day, 
Pat. vYhy there was first a young man 

tried for what the lawvers call abduction . 
Darby. \Vlrnt is tbat-1 never heard the 

word, and I suppose they might have found an 
easier one, only that they lorn to puzzle us. 

Pat. So you would say had you been pre
sent; but Abduction is carrying off a woman 
by force, in order to make her marry one whom 
she, or perhaps her parents have refused. In 
the case which I heard, the young man 6n trial 
had gone by night with a number of his friends 
and taken her a.way, with great threats that he 
would murder any one who opposed him. 

Datby. Did he succeed in forcing her to 
marry him ; though I dont suppose any clergy
man would unite a couple under such circum
stances. 

Pat. He did not gain his purpose-thanks 
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to the new Po1icemen who are so active in pur

suing offenders. She was found by them in 

the morning, in a cabin ten miles off, and he 

was arrested at the same time. 

Darby. Do you think he could have loved 

her. 
Pat. Iler money he might have loved, for 

it appeared that sue was to have £20; but he 

never could have had any real affection for her, 

to treat hr.r in such a way. l think I could 

sooner die than harm Rose; and rather than 

force her i.o marry me, I should give her up, 

for tlrnrc could be no cordiality or happiness 

between us afterwards. 
Drtrby. SLill harping upon Rose, Pat! 

,\.,. ell my boy, I believe you; for tho man is 

unworthy of the wife be seeks, wuo would 

treat her in such an unmanly way: but did 

tho girl herself appear against him? 

Pat She diu, and you would have pitied 

her: whe ·1 told to p'oint him out amongst the 

other prison('rs, she cried bitterly, and it was 

only by the do. est tJUC$tion~ she could ho 

br011ghl to give an account of wlu.t had hap• 

pened'. 
Darby. Poor thing! but the law must not 

be broken; and those who think it may, will 

find it is too strong for them. 
Pat. But, father, nothing struck mo with 

more surprise, than to seo several witnesses 

come forward to swear, that the accused person 
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,cou1d not 1nn-c bcrn prc~cnt when tlic young 
womah was carried awav. 

Darby. Perj11ry, or f~l.:r S\\'Paring, Pat, is an 
-tiwfo 1 crime,-f t is ittkin~ tlie name of the Al
rniglity in vnin; for it ia, calliIJg on ]Jim to 
bear witness to a fa1'ieliood, and you w0ll 
know what the comm1.ndmcnt says, ,: that Ile 
wiJI not hold him guiltless who docs ~o.' 1 

Pat. I suppose tliese JH'OJde perjured themselves to save their friend's life. 
Darby. Friend's life! do you think wicked 

people have friends? \YiJJ not one of a ~ang 
1urn against his comrades and sw0ar away their 
Jives to save bis own-~nch a connC'xion docs 
110t deserve tbc name of fricndsl1ip; they meet 
together for wickedness, and that cannot hut 
end in rnischief to tbemselvei-my prayer for 
them is, that they may repent, who neither fear 
.God, nor regard man : the longer they con
tinue in thoir evil course, the harder it is to ]eave them oir, 

For sinners that grow old in sin, 
Are hardened uy their crimes. 

Pat. How do you tliink that disrrbard fOI' 
the obligation of an oath i" to be corrected ? 

Darby. The only dfoctnal way, iR to hrgin 
with the young-to giic them a sounJ and 
virtn~us education-to teach them n regnr<l for 
truth-that the great enemy of their ~ouJ,._ is 
t})G father of lie~, and that Jijg wiekt~d ,,JijJJron 
cannot hope to }l(?ce,,i,·e thot lrnppinc&s in n fo-
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tnro stat,,, which is promised t<"J the f'ollovrnro 

of our Redeemor. 
Pat. Tell mo now tbo ~tory a.bout tho 

hnkor. 
Darby. It is n.n instructive story, Pat, and 

dn~erve5 to bo known. It was in the year 

18- that a horse dealer who was known by 

frequenting fairs in the north of Ireland, was 

obsorved late in the evening walking in com

pany with another ina.n, a native of the place. 

'l'bo next morning the horse-dealer was found 

murdered; bis body lying in a stream of water, 

and his pockets rii1ed of his money, and of hi. 

watch, which ho bad bought a sl-iort time be

fore from a watchmaker, -search was mado 

after the murderer-reward~ were offered, but 

without succc-ss, und for ten or twelve years ha 

remained undiscovered. 
Pat. \Ye had not so good a Police tbcn ai 

now.-1 warrant tbey would soon ferret bim 

out, if be was in the country. 

Darby. It was not the 
0

Po1ice thc.t fonnd 

bim at 1ast-thc finger of Providence pointed t.o 

him-that ProvidencP, whose divine command, 

'' thon shalt not kill ,'' he h:u\ broken. J n the 

year 1823, a !sc>ntlcman who had i-cttled in tho 

west of Ire1o.nd, had occasion to get his watch 

repaired hy n watchmaker \n ·Gal way, l\nd 

,oaing a wntcb "hich tho wor1~rnon w.u; cler:rn

ing, he l""Xpreil«<f'd his 1mrpri~o I\) tbe rmty stat~ 

iu which it wn', nnJ t•1kiog il t~p to r.-};:1.llline 
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1t more clo!!ely, be observed tbe maker·s nam~ to he one with which he \Vas acquainted, having often employed him when Jiving in tho county of Down. It was left hereto be cleaned, said the Gal way watchmaker, by ---
tbe baker. and he accounted for the rust, by saying that it had Leen some time in the water. Suspicion flashed ac,o~s the gentleman's n, ind. Can this, ~ai<l lie to bimself, be the watch whi('h bcl::m~cc!. ;o the rnn Jercd ' horse dealer-imr,o~siblc ! the haker is an industrious well-conducted mc1n, who support:- a good charadcr, and is in comfortable circumstances. To shorten my story, 1JOt\'C\ er, he wrote home to make nece~~ary enq11iries, and finding the probabilit_v to be ,·cry stron;, tho man was arrested, tried, convicted, and executed. 

Pat. But surely lie might have hacl the -very watch, and yet not have been the murderer . 

.Darb!J. So be might, hut he ,·:as identified ns tlic very man \.Vith whom the poor lwr:,c dealer had been sren b.:t in eompnny; and what ,vas more satisfactorv, he confc. sed his crime before hi.:; execution.· How· ur,searclrn.blu are thr. judgments of Provici(!ncc,-how, nin all our attempts at concealment. Ifo ackr,ow;. ]edged that 1,,yhen lie had committed LhP. murdrr, and possessed himself of tl.Je money, he thrc,\· the body into a running stream; but recol-
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locting that his victim had a. watch, be returned 

back for it, and found that the ,,ater had got 

in and damaged the work. 
Pat. If he had not gone back for the watch 

he might have escaped. 
Darblj. Providence wou1d 1rnve brought tho 

murder to light uy other rneuns.-He went 

to Galway, hirecl to a baker, set u-p afterwards 

for h~mself, married, bad a family, and being 

not only sober, bnt industrious, and reputed 

honest, the world had prospered with him

lie thought the circumstance long forgotten ; 

and that at all events he was too far from bis 

native place, to be detected, and it at length 

occurred to him that be might get the watch 

repaired without fear of detection . He died a 

penitent, and I hope found the mercy he bad 

denied to his fellow creature. 

DIALOGUE XXlX. 

Pat. Darby. 

THE ASSIZES. 

Darby. \Vere there many prisoners m the 

dock for trial? 
Pat. Thero \Vere; and it shocked me much 

to observe that some . of them looked very 
K2 
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young; though they wern charged, somo with 
murder-others with robbery. 

Darby. Their race on thi11 earth is likoly 
to be short. Y 011ng people might bo expected 
to he compassionate and tender-hearted, and 
one would not think they could bo so cruel a1 
to rob a man of bis property, which may be he 
earned hardly enough. 

Pat. Eut if a man bad ever so much monry, 
no one bas a right to take it from him against 
bis will, and little good can it do him that takes 
it in that way; for, "ill got, ill gone." 

Darby. The course of vice is down hill, 
Pat; it brings faster and faster to the bottom. 
Idleness and extravaganco bring people to prey 
1Jpon the industrious-cheating and robbery 
become a trade, and then murder is apt to fol
low; because the hardened wretch say", "dead 
men tell no tales." • 

Pat. Ob! how can a man live with the 
weight of blood on his soul ? How can one 
have the heart to take the life of his fellow crea
ture? 

Darby. Aye indeed, how can ho? If the 
man who has robbed another of his money, or 
destroyed his subc:;tance, sincerely repents, be 
will do all in his power to make amends for it; 
hut if he bas taken a life, no repentance can 
restore that. We have seen how inC"ffectual 
his attcmpt8 to bide it from his fcllow-cr0a
ttl'reS: indeed tho stings of bi11 own conscience 
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~1~n ,omot1mes forc<ld the rourcleror to tQ}l 8t 

)11mself. 
Pal. Do vou know snv instanoo oi it? 

Daruy. •f here wa.'i s • surprising thing of 

tbat kind told mo by a person from Exctor, 

whom l met on one of my journeys. One 

evening a remo.rko.bly tall n10.n rode into that 

city, with a small portmanteau bohind bim, 

and enquired for an ion : he was directed to 

one-a man, his wife, an ostler, and two maid!. 

were u11 that lived in the house. The strangor 

was shown to his room, und ea.r1y in the morn

ing the two maids were sent to the field to 

roilk the cows: the house-maid wo.s not wil

ling to go, because she expected something 

from the stra.nger, nnd it was not common for 

llcr to bo sent to milk; but hor mistrec;s made 

ber go, and when she came back gave her n 

21billing, which she suid the mo.n had left for 

her. The girl was going to c1eao and settle tbo 

room, but it wns locked, and her mistress said 

ihc would do it hcr-c\t. Sbo wonder('d o.t this 

-and that the ostler carried oo.ts to a sta.hle o.t 

a distance; sho asked him what he had c:ot 

there, but got no clear answer-whatever 1.1-he 

thought she kept her mind to herself. Her 

roaster and mistre~c, died, the ostler set up in 

another place, and she mo.rriecl and removed a 

greo.t way off: Rho kept o. public house, nnd 

one dny n romnrko.hle tliing that happened in 

Exeter .,;a;; reml ont of a -cwspaper ; the 
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name of her native place caught her ear, and 11he listened to the account of a person wl10 was building a wall in his garden, which foll- • fog several times, he ~unk the foundation dC'eper, and in sinking it, found the skeletcn of a remarkably tall man. 'fbe place w~s dcscri bed, and the \\~oman immediatc•ly 1,new it to have heen the inn where ~he 1ml livf'd: it \Yas rmtural tliat she told all ~he kriew ab0ut the tall stranger, nqt meaning to bu.rt any one by l er story, lnit it agreed so well with what ·was in the paper that word was sent to Exeter. The woman was obliged to ,confirm wlrnt she l1ad said before a magistrate, and the ostler was taken up. He confos ·ed that his master, mistress, and himself had been tempted · by the weight of the traveller's portmanteau, in which there was a great deal of money. They murdered him. sent the maid-ser\:ants out of the way, ·and kept the horse privately till it could be disposed of: and after thirty year.3 this black aflair was brought to light, and the o tier suffPTed death for it when he was :in aged man. Pat. Ob! what will not the lore of money brino- people to . But when tlie judge puts the 
I ::> 

black cap on bis head, and the prisoner fixes his eyes upon him, in dread to sec Jiiru begin to speak;. (for when be speaks, it is to tel1 him the day that be is to die !)-Oli ! then it is dreadful to henr the piercing, pitiful cry for a 
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long day ;-for not one hour of the many he haa 
spent in sinning can be brought back again ! 

Darby. Be thankful, my child, that you 
are preserved from the horrid temptations that 
those poor sinners have fallen into, and do not 
be proud of yourself on that account, for there 
are sna.rrs for all ages and situations; but, take 
my word for i,t, Pat, though there is so much 
'-Vi<:kcdne-;s in tLis world, an<l tbougb the E"il 
One linJ. rnany ready to listen to bis tempta
tions, tbe watchful care of the Almighty is over 
his prople, and will keep them safe from barm 
or danger, prorided they ask for it sincerely, 
and siri\ e utter righteousness. 

There was a relation of Do.rby's mother, 
who was a scboolma ter in the adjoining coun
ty, and eminent for his piety and good sense. 
,vben he was young, his clevcrnoss and assid
~ity liad been a great relief to bis father, who 
was also a teacher-and had kept the children 
together, when age and infirmities disqualified 
the old man from attending to bis duty. Owen 
Clancy Lad the good opinion of every onfl who 
knew him, and it is but justice to say, he de
served it; not only on the ground of filial af
fection, but of his gi:eat prudence and judgment 
in the management of young persons. 

Though they had seldom met, this good 
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man's eha.racter waa well known to 1'arhy 
Brady, and he tbougbt his conversation and ad
vice might be useful to Pat in fortifying hill 
susceptible mind against those tender regret:-; 
which he believed intruded too often upon it. 
They were now in his neighbourhood, and n,_q 

it afforded an opportunity not to be neglected, 
they turo':ld their steps from tho public roud, 
and reached the dwelling of the worthy man 
who was now advanced in years. It was a com
fortable, though simple abode. A widowed 
sister lived with him, and superintended hii 
family: her son was his usher, and having been 
bro11ght up under his uncle's eye, was likely 
to follow his example. 

DIALOGUE XXX. 

Darby. Owen Clancy. Pat. 

:EARLY M..lRRfAGES. 

Darby. 1 made bold, l\1r. Clancy, to bring 
my son to see you as we were trn.vclling 
through your part of tho country. I am going 
to leave off business and put him in the way of 
fo1lowing it, as ho bas a turn for thut kind of 
life. 
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lb. ClaNcy. I am glad to M~o you, for your 
own 11nke 68 well as for my cousin's-your good 
wife. Your 1eon's countenance trnys o great 
aeal for him, for he looks open, and is, 1 Lope, 
honest nnd sensible: he iH modest too, as I sec 
by that blush ; but, my good boy, l do not 
mean to dash you, reckon me amongst your 
friends, and shew me the way in which I can 
serve you. 

Da,·by. l\'Iy Pat, Mr. Clancy, knows but 
little of the world; if he was a little sbarpor 
he might have a chance of getting better 
through it, 

Owen C. My old friend, though you were 
always cau+.ious and prudent, you never had 
tho name of a sharp, keen follow, and yet, you 
got through the world perhaps better than 
those knowing ones whom people arc almost 
afraid to deal with-tho honest man that goe,; 
straight forward, and d0es by others, o.s h~ 
wishes others to do by him, stands a good 
chance of ncing comfortable in his circumstan
ces; bcs!de enjoying peace of mind, which is 
of more value than any thing this world can 
give us. I hope, my good lad you will strive tu 
gain that, and th('n there is no foar of you. 

Pat. I thank you Sir, for your o.dvicc, nnd 
will endeavour, ns for as I cau, to profit hy it. 
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Owen C. You must have known that 1 was 
your father's friend and nnighbour when we 
were young, being something of a relation, 
and I hope y0u will not be sorry that be has 
let me into your secret, parncul:irly as your 
attacln,:eP.t to a good girl is nothing to cause 
you shun~e. 

Pat. lt would badly become me to be dis
tre::scd at wliat so good a father tbi1iks it pro- ' 
per to do. I know he is anxiou:; that I should 
have both your advice and your blessing. 

Owen C. l\Iy good lad, you have ruy bless
ing-- but as to advice, I do not think I could 
add any thiug to what your father told me he 
had himself said to yon on tbe subject. Your 
own good sense tells you, that a provision be
fore-hand is necessary when young people are 
going to enter into the cares of a married lifo, 
which arc greatly increased of c'>ursc when 
they have poverty to struggle with. But, not 
deterrr.d by the sight of what such rnshncs!!I 
brings, too many take the step of most conse
quence for future life without apparently think
ing of the future. How can these pretend to 
love, who arc so careless about tlrn necessaries 
of life! A decent dwelling and useful furni
ture arc indispensable req111si1cs for· domestic 
satisfaction. The shifts persons are 1mt to for 
the want of convcniencics, often mortify tbe 
spirit, and sour the ternpet.; and supposing 
they have not been used- to _any thing hetter, 
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~till there is a feeling in our nature which look11 
upwards, and fa implanted in us for good pur
poses, and when this is tota11y depressed by 
abject poverty, one cannot help deploring the 
tbougbt.lr.ss precipitation, which may be rued 
by babes unborn. True affection is acc:ompa
nied by prudent foresight; to make the be1oved 
object happy is the aim of a siuMre and sensi
ble lover, and each will exert industry as well 
as patience to attain this desirable end. 

Bnt there is another great error which young 
persons are apt to fall into, and that is of mar· 
rying without consulting their parents. This 
conduct is not to be excused, and is as unwise 
as undutiful. 

Pat. I never lrnd a wish to take any step 
without my parents' consent, nor would I ever 
think of bri11gi11g the girl I love into poverty. 
Ko, I will labour with all my mig;bt to be in a 
.vay ..Pf keeping: her comfortably Lefore I take 
her from her fatlicr. But I cannot help wish
ing that it had been my luck to hare been born 
a rich gentleman, and then I would offer her 
all I was worth in tbe \YOr1d. 

Ou-en C'. \,Vas tlrnro ever any t11ir.g got by 
wishing for it? In tead of thllt, the mind js 
unsettled by, and made discontented ""ith 
what Providence ha~ allotted for ·us. Huw 
foolish arc wi-,hes for this or the other ad van
tage, vd1en it is in our own po·wer to possess 
every thing lha.t it iJ go~d for us to have! 
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Prd. Oh! Sir, how ann that be, 
Owen C. \Ve know thnt wa havo o. mN"

dful Creator, who careth fortbo sparro\Ys, nnd 
clothes the lilies, ahd if wo keep his com
mandments, nnd perform our duties to Him 
and to our follow cr0atnr<'s with a sincere hen.rt, 
and gi,·n ourselvPs up to bis guidance, he will 

tak<' us nntl<'r bis protection, and all will ho 
we1l. I do not say that all will fall out L() us 
according to our o·wn choice-but Ho know~ 
wba.t is best for each of us. Somo are tried 
with riche;:;; for ricbe are a tria1. Some aro 
obliged through life to strug:;le with hardship 
and poverty, and such m&.y find this also a 
blessing, teaching them to look to Him who 
wiH rlelivcr them from distress, or support them 

under it. 
Pat. Oh, it is hard to 1ive a good life! 
Owen C. Not so hard, if we sincerely desira 

to do so. He that knows all hearts will ena
ble u;:; to stanu against tlie evils that arc round 
aLout us, if wc pray to Him, and watch ovor 
ourselves. As soon ns wc know tho difference 
between right and wrong, and that is very soon, 
,ve are accountable for our actions. You are 

young, strong, and. healthy : your father bas 
mo.intnincd his family, given you education, 
and laid by something fur ago. I know you 
would not desire to encroach on hi~ earning:1-
lmt n~ ho ha"! gi\<cn his bn~inos1111p to you. ~n 

dcnvol.lr for ymu,elf. 
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Pat. Encroach on my poor fatlH:r' ~ earn~ 
• ings ! Oh no! I wouJd even rtt.tlier gi,c np 

Rose Doran than do that. 
Owen C. I hope yon need not do flither. A 

fair honest dealer generally succreds in his 
business, and I believe you will. Your father 
was at his word in his ·dealing'-, and what he 
recommcn<led could be depended npon; but 
what established his character, and gained bim 
so much T('spect, was his strict regard to truth. 

Pat. I believe no one ever knew my father 
to tell a lie, and it was afault be never.forgave 
in us. He never let us tell lies in joke WhP-n 
we were little, but made us sensible that it 
was a very bad tl1ing to say what was not true, 
and would look grave or sorry, instead of 
laughing when any one told lies in sport. 

Owen C. I wisb every one who regards truth 
would do so too, but I am sorry to say that the 
fondness we have for humour terupts us to 
laugh at those lies, which encourages the prac
tice, and who can answer for the consequences 
of it? a succession of vices too often succeeds a 
deviation from truth. I thin!: few cuuld he 
guilty of perjury, who had not accustomed 
themselves to disregard their word in small 
matters. Deception destroys all confidence. 

1 Pat. Let us sing1y cultivate truth in onr 
own breast. lf every one did so, what happi
ncs~ would there he in this v-:or1d, and wlatt 
r~aeon to hope for happiness in the next l 
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DIALOGUE XXXI. 

Owen Clancy. Pat. 

SOBRIETY. 

01,0en. Now, Pat, you are very happy in 
having your fatbcr with you, bis good exam
ple, his pleasant company, lind wise advice, are 
of the greatest sen ice to you. But you cannot 
have him always, a~.d when you arc travelling 
nlonc you '""ill miss }1i:; protection. 

Pat. I know, ~ir, tl1at I shall, but I hope 
to rrmcrnher bis adviec, anJ. that I shall be able to resist tPm11lation, 

Owen. 1\Iy dear boy, aYoicl temptation, do 
not, by depending on your own strrngth of min<l, expose yourscl!' to it. I trll yon, shun 
tcmp!ation, and you shall be better able to withstanJ it whrn it comes. 1 can ca3i]y be
lieve that you are a pleasant companion. I 
om rnre you arc artles~ and 11nd0signing, and 
other young men will like your company. To 
take a cheerful glass with a fric•nd has not an 
alarniing sollnd. It is likely nothing i in• 
tended uut to be merry, not aware how soon 

"Mirth can into folly glide, 
"And folly into sin." 

Few rush into depravity all at once, but if we 



rJ 
r 

173 

venture on a down-hill road, it b aot easy to 

stop. Ono cheerful glass brings on another. 

Shun the temptation to it, and do not make a 

friend of him who would introduce you into 

that practice; a companion, I should say, for 

he cannot be your friend or bis own. The 

viee of drunkenness opens the door to every 

other vice. I will not call it brutish, because it 

does not belong to brutes, though it sinks a man 

below them. The confirmed drunkflrd is the 

most selfi h, and of course, the most wretched 

of human beings, and draws do\,·n misery upon 

all that belong to him : he fo,es, or rather ex

ists only for himself; his wifP, hi3 children are 

sacrificed to this horrid propensity, and well 

might it be said, 

" The dmnkard mu.rdcrs child and wife, 

" Kor matters it a pin, 

" "\Yhether be stabs them with hi3 knife, 

Or ~tarves them with his gin ." 

Pat. It is a ·terrihle infatuation that makes 

a man give up every thinf; for drink. 

Owen. I-low many rogues has it made of 

men, that wore once honest! Yes, and mur

ddrers too, of men that onee loved their fello ,V 

creatures, Dear Pat, shun the poison of the 

cheerful glass. 
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DL\LOGUE XXXII. 

Pat. DarbJI. 

HOMB , 

Darby. \Vell, Pat, here we ttre on our re
"urn horue; our packs lighter than when we 
:!et out, and requiring a supply. Are you glad~ 

Pat. Am I glnd fother?-You know how I 
shall rejoice when I see my mother, and bro
thers, and sisters,--and Rose ! 

Darby. I did not expect you would leavo 
her out, but when I sec your mother we will 
talk over the matter togetlier . I think you are 
now tolerably competent to travel alone-you 
~now ruy customers, and they will deal with 
you, I warrant, so long as you treat tL.eru fair
ly. My plan, therefore, is to launch you out 
t1ll your~e,wn account, and during winter, at 
]cu.st, to sit clo·nn at home-in the fair weather, 
I shall continue ruy rambles with you ; hut 
that can be only for a time-pass a few wiu
ters, and a few summers more at most, and the 
~un will shine, aud the ulast blow· keenly on 
my grave, unboedeJ. by him who sleeps be
neatl1. 

Pat. Di.,tnnt bo tbut <lay, ruy futhor: it 
3mite~ at my heo.ri to hear you talk, and !50 
cJ.lrHly too, of our srpa.ration. 
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Da,by. I think of it often, my boy; and I 
hopo wid10ut presumption or fear. Tbti duys 
of my appointed ti'rue, I will wait till my 
change comes, and wait patiently too; but they 
ca1inot be many, and I ruay say I rejoice at it. 

Pal. What! rnjoiee at death-at a sepa
ration from all you love! 

Darby. I look upon it, Pat, tbat to a Chris
tian, death is Lut a summons from the toils of 
a long journey, which 0alls him home. Why 
urc we both in such good spirits to-day, but be
cnuso wo nre approaching that happy pluco 
where our welcome awaits us-our own littlo 
cottage, and our smiling family. 

Pat, Yes, fotl.ier; and I feel my heart so 
light at the prospect, that though l know we 
arc walking four good. miles an hour, it !')Cems 
to me as if the way was longer than it ought 
to be. 

Darliy. Well, Pat, allow me !lOW to say 
tbat the Christiau's home is heaven-that the 
wdcomc lbat awaits him t/w, e is tho approba
ti,111 of Lis Almighty Judge, und the joy of 
good An1~c•ls-ihat 011cc th<'re, he rests ior ever 
from bi-; journ<'ys aud bis labuurs !-anJ. you 
will uutlP.rgtanll hon natural it is that such au 
anti,·ipat1ou sLoulJ Hll tho heart with joy. 

Pal. Still there is 0110 pung, and that a 
slrnrp ono : you t ~avu behind, fa1nily-friends. 

Darly. / uu lf•u..-o tl1em Lebind. 'ti,, ti Ut', 
but you hol'C tLat they ~,ill shortly follow, uu<l. . 



you trust that you are about to rejoin other:. 
who went before you. 

Pat. l\Iay all whom .11ou learn behind, re
member your precPpts. an·d follow your exam
ple ;-but look, father, what smoke is that v,:hich 
rises so ligbt and curling in the evening air? 
If my eyes dont deceive me, I sec a white
washed cottage. with a little painted raDing 
before it, and at the road side, I see an el
derly woman in a mob-cap, and a youn~er 
standing beside her-it is my mother and Rose, 
they are coming this way fatl.ier, so I wi!l just 
step on to tell tbem yo1,1 are coming. 

Darby. Ay do, Pat, (he stands Jar a.fr.•w 
seconds looking after his son, 1rho starts ojf at 
his utmost ~peed, and tlten ,esumes h1·s U'fl!/ 
with quickening steps.) \V 1:,1\, I supprse I was 
like him myself when in lo,·e with B2Hy, and 
perhaps might run a race \Yith him to-day, if I 
had not rn mr.ny winters on my back. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Etttet· 

FROl\I PA.T. BRADY TO JA:.\IES COSTELLO. 

D~i1R JAMES, 

1 hope you do not think me ill-natured for 
not having let you 1war froru me for so l0ng a 
time. \'\"hen I wrote last, you know, I was un
able to tell you any thing certain about myself, 
or my future prospects ; nnd rn delayed answer
ing your kind enquiries, till I should have some
thing pleasant to communicate. A day never 
passed, howe\er, but I thought of you, dear 
James, your good father and mother, and the 
dear children ; and remembered the kindness 
sbown to me by every one of you. \Ve reach• 
ed home, this day month, and found all well 
and happy, though I was far from being so 
myself. I was afraid I had not made enough 
of money to undertake house-keeping. I was 
afraid, too, tliat if I had what J wished for 
more than any thing else in tbis world, I might 
grow conceited, and careless how I behaved 
myself : and above all, I dreaded lest thoug11 T 
sbould have ever so much money, and was ever 
so stC"ady, 1t1atmay be Rose would not take me, 
for l could never find out \.Vhether she liked 
me or no as a ccmpanjon for life, though I 

L 
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knew SI)(} haJ goou \,Yill to me at :l frieml o.nJ 

:nei~hbour. You may be sure Ros~ w1H amongst 

ih,~ first wbom I called to see-a.nu I ,,·OJI so 

fortnoate as to find her at homr. Don't call m~ 

·vain J amoR-but I do think she was glad to RCC 

rne ; though my own eyes were too dim nt tho 

time to sec whether hers wore full of tears. But 

a steady hoy liko you, l suppose, never felt the 

icarR rising to his eye:; on ?uch an occasion, so 

1 shall say no morn on tliis hcud, lest yon sbould 

tbink me foolish, and throw aside my letter. 

\Vben my father bad e:xamineJ into our joint 

:profits, and mfldc o. Httlc division with rue of 

his own, be cam<' with me to Rose's fatl1er, o.nJ 

made the proposal of marriage. The old man 

left t1io matter entirely to bis girl : 110 sai<l sl1c 

}1ad herb a good daughter to him, nncl good to 

all the fornilv, aud he wonld have n. sorr mi~s 

of ltcr, hut ·would not stand in the w·n.y of n 

gnocl hushond . Her grandmothrr alc;o gave her 

free consent, and sn11l very good-natnrrd things 

nf me. All tliis wag a corufort, hnt still 1 did 

uot know Hose's mind, and I tho~1gbt she grew 

very dull. I wac; fright<'ncd-1 ltnow no\,·, how

ever, that her thouo·htfulness wac;; cau:-ed hv the 
~ 

. 
rcgrf't :,,bo frlt at l<'aving her home, tbough it 

wa~ for her husband ; for in the swcctc. t man

ner she gave me her hand, Dnu promi~cd to Im 

rny wif~, \i'\-c ,,,01-e married tlint d1;1.y forLni~lit, 

a i:ew of our n<'i ,rhbours were with u11. and "'i 
:::, 
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lHLd n docent wedding such ns we gmJ.d. aOord. 
I took a pretty little house, betv,,.eon our two 
fatbors' houses, and nbont six acres of land, 
which Roso can manage with their udvicE', 
when I am away from her, which must ha of
ten; but them tbc earning for ber, and thQ 
thought of coming back will be so pleasant! 
.And now, as re~crved as Ro3e was, she has told 
•mo since we married, that she loved me sin
cerely for a lot1-g time before I asked her for a 
wife, and preferred me to all other men for a 
husband. 

And now, dear J amo~, I hope you wi11 write 
io mo soon, and tell me how you all arc, uncl 
how your family business is getting on. My 
father bad great good of his mangel wurzel, and 
not a neighbour of ours who has an acre of land 
hut bns sowed more or less of it, and you may 
he urn I did so too; and we rc•memhercd to 
hnve the rape plants ready to put in afterwardg. 
Rosi' lia'l got a present ot a stock of bees, and I 
1imdo a little bive for her, as like yours us I 
<.:onld, and soon after the old hive threw out a 
very iino swarm, which ,,·c put into it, an<l. thC'y
a.ro worki1~g capitally, a.nrl my dcl\.f girl is greaL
]y delighted with H. How happy it would 
mnkc us all to see you, or any of your goocl fa. 
mily at our little place; and though we could 
11ot cntc-rlain you a.s you entPrtained u . WQ 

,rou!J do onr be3t to rna'.~e you comfortable 
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and you would put us in the way of making 
the most of our little bit of land. l\1y father 
desires his kind love to you all, acd Ros~ sends 
l1er hearty service; alld I am, in great truth, 

July 1, 1825 • 

.. 

Your affectionate Friend, 

PATRICK BRADY. 

... 
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