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AN 

1NTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

IN : part of Flintibirc, nearly conti­

guous to the famous well of St. Wini­

fred, whicn tradition mentions as en­

<lowed with qualities to heal the fick, 

-and recover the difeafed, was an ancient 

cavern, or hermitage, formed out of one 

of thofe rocks or mountains with which 

that country is fo abundantly over. 

fpr~ad, 
With-



2 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

Within this humble dwelling refided 

an aged hermit, whofe fancl:ity of life,and 

gentlenefs of manners, infured him both 

the love and veneration of all who were 

improved by his advice, or benefited by 

his example. 
His life was f pent between devotional 

exercifes and chriftian duties ; and he 

feemed to confider that time totally mif­

employed which was not paifed either in 

ferving his Maker, or rendering himfclf 

ufeful to his fellow-creatures. Experi­

ence and application had taught him the 

ufe of various plants and minerals; in 

preparing thofe for the cure of difcafe 

and the re!loration of health he genc­

rall y paired the early parts of the day; 

and his fame as a phyfician at length be,.. 

came fo great, that he was more fre­

quently applied to for his medicines than 

fo1· prayers and benediction. Whatever 
had 
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had been Father Cuthbert's motive for 
fecluding himfelf from the world, he 

feemed to poffefs none of that mifan­
thropy of character which is generally 
the occafion of fo total a retirement; 
but, on the contrary, he was endowed 
with a 1l thofe amiable fentiments which 
render man an ornament to fociety, and 
at the fame time teach him to enjoy its 
pleafures. 

Although his mind appeared labour­
ing under fome fevere calamity, yet a 
placid refignation to the Divine will, 
united to a confcioufnefs of recl:i~ude::, 
enabled him to fopport his misfortunes 
with an appearance of cheerfulnefs ; and 
though he never entered into his own 
affairs, yet his converfation was at once 
both inflruclive and entertaining. llis 
part iality for the fociety of children was 
.aftonHhing; ~nd he would fit whole 

a ~ fum. 



4, INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

furnmer evenings amu!ing them witl1: 

fiories, or lifl:ening to their obferv:itions. 

As it was impoffible for the little pea­

fantry of the neighbouring hamlets to 

extend their walks to the Hermitage 

during the feverity of the winter months> 

the amiable Father Cuthbert ufeel to 

amufe his leifure hours by v,riting fio.­

ries for their entertainment, which he 

read to them when the fummer returned, 

and they were again able to pay their 

accuilomed vifits. As the praaice of 

writing thefe little hiilories for the chil- . 

dren of the lower clafs of people was 

produaive of fo much fatisfaclion to. 

the worthy old man, he refolved to ex­

tend his amufemcnts by forming a col­

!eaion of. tales calculated for thofe in a: 

higher fl:ation, and· this little work he 

had jufl: completed when he was fom-
monci 
' 
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moned before his Maker, to receive the 

reward of his virtues, and to enjoy the 

fruits of ·his piety and benevolence. 

B3 PRIDE 
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PRIQE° svapu:r::Q JlY ADYERS~TY, 

AND 

VIRTUE TAUGHT BY EXAMPLE, 

As Mrs, Cleveland was one Sunday 

morning going to pay her ~ccufiomed 
vifit to a fchool which had been recently 

efiablifhed for the poor inhab~tants of thc.. 

pari{h in which fhe refided, an -elegant 

eq1;1ipage dtoye brifkly paft her, and !he 

heard a female voice cry o~t-" It is my 
aunt; I am convinced it is her!'' and in­

fiantl y the carriage flopped. A fcrvant 

who was on horfe_back alighted, and, 

opening the door, two young ladies, the 

one about fifteen, and the other appa~ 
· nntly 

. ' 

' 

fJ 
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rently a year younger, fprang out, and, 

running after Mrs. Cleveland, exclaim­

ed-'' Surely, Ma'am, you cannot have 

forgottep Emma and Eliza!" 

~, My deareft girls, my beloved 

nieces!'' replied the amiable Mrs. Cleve­

land, preffing them alternately to her 

heart, ~, how unexpected is this p1ea­

fnre, and how delightful this unlooked­

for meeting! I did not indeed recol Lell: 
you; for four years has made fuch an al­

teration in the little, ruddy, round-faced 

girls I parted from, that I !hould cer­

tainly have paffed you without claiming 

a relationfhip. But where is Mr. Fitz.­

henry? and why do you travel ·without 

his protection P' 

"Oh! this letter, aunt," replied Em­
ma Fitzhenry, drawing a large packet 

from her pocket, " will explain every 

thing, anrl will put that affection to the 

~e~ 
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teft which you have fo often to1d papa 

you had transferred from Qur deareft 

mother.'' 

" If any thing was wanting to call 

forth that affeclion," faid Mrs. Cleve­

land, " the {hong refemblance you bear 

that dear loft angel would certainly be 

the means of doing it; but Mr. Fitz­
henry cannot pay me a higher compli­

ment, or give me a higher gratification, 

than by placing you under my protec­

tion; and if the time is proportioned to 

my willies, we fhall not feparate very 

fhort1y: but let us return to the vale, my 
dear girls, for I am fore you mufi re­

quire fome refrelhment after fuch a fa .. 
tiguing journey.'' 

As foon as Mrs. Cleveland had or­

dered coffee, fruit, and cakes, for the 

accommodation of her guefis, fhe re­

tired to her apartments, to perufe the 

.I letter, 
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letter, which explained the motive of 

their viftt, and there, to her utter aflo­

nifhment, difcovered that Mr. Fitz­

henry had accepted the pofi of governor 

to one of the Ea!l India i!lands; and 

not knowing whether the fituation would 

be advantageous for yoiing women, had 

refolved to leave them under Mrs. 

Cleveland's protellion until, from per­

fonal obfervation, he had made the dif­

covery. 

This intelligence both afionilhed and 

pained Mrs. Cleveland, who began to 

apprehend that the accQunts fhe had 

heard of her brQther-in-law's extrava­

gance, fince the death of his clmiablc 

wife, were but too well founded, and 

imagined he was going abroad to retrieve 

a fortune which nothing but gammg 

could have ma~erially hzjttrf4. 
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Upon the death of Mrs. Fitzhenry, 

Mrs. Cleveland was very anxious to 

have the children under her care, but the 

father pretended he could not exifi with­

out their fociety. At firft, he fent them 

to Qyeen's Square, and had them home 

' every Saturday ; but in lefs than fix 

months he engaged a French governefs 

for them, and they refided confl:antly 

with their father. 

Mrs. Fitzhenry's woman, upon her 

death, had been promoted to the office 

of houfekeeper; and it was from Mrs. 

Langford's pen that Mrs. Cleveland was 

informed of the uncommon f plendor 

of Mr. Fitzhenry's eftablifhment. Her 

nieces wrote fometimes, but it was evi­

dent the letters were the compofition of 

the governefs, and therefore they afforded 

her very little fatisfaclion. 

( 

C: 

!· 
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Mrs. Cleveland was fo afi:onHhed at 

the intelligence fhe had received, and fo 

unable to account for it, that lhe re­

mained longer in her dreffing-room than 
fhe ,vas aware of, and might have ex­

tended her fi:ay })ad fhe not been roufed 

by a tap at the door. 

'' Well, aunt," faid Eliza, as fhe en­

tered, " what do you think of my fa­
ther's Eafl: India fcherne ?" 

" I think, my Jove," replied Mrs. 

Cleveland, " that / am benefited by it ; 
and I hope yon ·will not be injured; yet 
I confefs myfelf afl:onHhed that a man 
with your father's fortune fhould quit his 

country and dearefi connexions... for the 

fake of augmenting it. 1' 

" He certainly has a large fortune, 

Ma'am,'' fai<l Eliza ; " but I am in­

clined to think he has injured it; and fo 
1\fad:im Lemoine imagined, and !he 

know'l 

; 
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knows more about it than I <lo." At 
that moment, Lady Luton's carriage 

tlrove up to the door, and Mrs. Cleve­

land hafiened to receive her, and intro­

duce her nieces~ 

As foon as dinner was ended, Mrs. 

Cleveland invited the Mifs Fitzhenrys 

to accompany her to the Sunday fchool, 
informing them that !he was goihg there 

in the morning, wlten their arrival had 

fo pleafingly defeated her purpofe. 

" Sut1day fchool ! La, Ma'am!" 

faid Erinna, " why I thought you had 

all been loo religibus at this difl:ance from 

town, to wbrk upon a Sunday! But 

fathion is wondetfolly prevalent, and 

i fuppofe our card parties in London 

gave the firfi idea to the country boors 

of occupying a day which their forefa­

thers devoted to pfalm~finging and pray­

ing." 
"I hope,'1 
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" I hope, Emma,'' replied Mrs. 

Cleveland, looking very grave, " your 

father thought you too young to be ini • 

tiatc<l into a vice deflruclive of princi­

ple, piety, and virtue." 

" Dear 11a'am ! '' faid Emma, " hrtve 

)'OU forgot how old I am? for I affure 

you 1 have prefitled at the card tables at 

leaft a year and a quarter.'' 

Mrs. Cleveland lifted up her eyes in 

afioniihment; and, after cxp!aini11g the 

nature of Sunday fchools, again inquired 

if they were inclined to accotnpany htr. 

" You are yery polite, J\1a'am;'' 

faid Emma, looking rather embarraffed; 

" but as I cannot furpofe we iliall dc­

Tive much entertainment from hearing .i 

parcel of dirty chilc.lren rc;!d and fay 

their catechifm, we wil pofipoi.c , 1 t 

vifit, if you pleafe, t1nti1 cuun ry ;:1.r r 1 • 

c ral 
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ral occupations, and your example, have 
given us a relifh for fuch amufements." 

Mrs. Cleveland made no reply to this 
farcafiic f peech; but, ordering the foot­
man to have tea ready again fl: her return, 
fhe put on her clo:1k, and walked to­
wards the fchool-houfe. The flight fpe. 
cimen ihe had received of her nieces 
dif pofi tions was not calculated to im. 
prefs her with a favourable idea of them ; 
but when fhe refleclcd upon their being 
the children of one of the mofi: amiable 
women jn the world, fhe attributed 
their little failings to an improper mode 
of education, and was forming a thou­
fond fchemes to countencl its baneful 
influence. 

She made her vi fit to the Sunday 
fchool as !hart as poffible, and the even­
tng was pa!fed in he.iring an account of 

their 
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their manner of [pending their time in 

Grofvcnor Square. Without appear­

ing to endeavour to :find out their natu­

ral propcnfities, 1\1rs. Cleveland was at 

the grcatefl: pains to make the difcovery, 

and foon perceived that a love of gran­

deur, (how, and diflinaion, were the lead­

jng features in Emma's charaaer; but 

that Eliza's heart feemed more likely to 

he at tracl:ed by intercjling than glaring ob­

jctls, though fhe appeared to have no 

objection either to fhow or magnifi .. 

cence. 
Upon taking leave of his daughters, 

l\ir. Fitzhenry had pr-cfentcd each with 

a five hundred pound note for clothes 

and pocket money, with a pr<innife of 

making them ample remittances, if they 

were not fent for to India. 

Iv1rs. Cle,·ela:1d's fortune was a very 

large one; and though ilie had hitherto 

c 2 lin.d 



16 PRIDE SUBDUED 

Ii ved materially within it, yet upon thcr 
arrival of her nieces lhe thought it 
right to alter her plan of reconomy; 
an extra man-fervant was hired, a new 
carriage befpoke, and a· farmer's daugh­
ter engaged as waitimg-m.aid to the Mifa 
F1tzhenrys. 

I\1rs, Cleveland was pa!Iionately fond 
of mu11c, and pl.lycd both with ta!l:e 
and execution upon the piano and harp, 
ttnd '\Yas much difappointed at the tame 
f}yle in which the young ladies per­
formed upon thofe inftruments, as ilie 
knew they had received infhuclion from 
the firfl ma!lers. Some days they re­
fufed tou~hing the infl:rument ~t all, 
and at others would not play more than a 
quarter of an hour at a time. Mrs. 
Cleveland at firll: fuffercd them ta in­
dulge in a lifilefs inacti\'ity; but finding 
;hcjr indolent habits rJ.ther iucrcafe tha!;} 

dimi~ 
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<limini{b, fhe informed them it was her 

:wifh that they fhould devote their morn­

ings to improvement ; and as {he was 

,·ery well verfed in hifiory, geography, 

Italian, and French, ilic would be their 

infl:ru8.refs in any of thofc branches, 

· and read fuch a11thors ,•,·ith them _as file 

thought mofl cclifyin6• 

" Dear 1v1a'am," faid Emma, with a 

great deal of pertnef s in her tone of 

voice, " I am fore m'y father never in­

tended to depute ;·ou our go'Vernefs, and 

indeed we were fo thoroughly informed by 

·Madam Lemoine, that there is very little 

left for us to learn.'' 

" I am very happy to hc:ir it," re­

p1icd lv!rs. Cleveland; " then there is a 

great deal for you to lofe, and that would 

be terrible, after fo much pains have 

been t~kcn with yon: but do, my dear, 

,vJ~k into t!1c library, and fetch the firfl 

c 3 v~umc 
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volume of l\1ctaftafio; he is a favour-
ite author of mine, and I wiih to hear 
you read him." 

" I hate ltrrlian,'' faid Emma, " and 
Eliza re:ids it better than I do; fo 
fetch the book, Eliza." 

'~ If you ::cad it ill," replied 1\1rs. 
Cleveland gravely, " tpere is the 
greater neceffity for your reading it ific11; 
befides, my dear Emma, I am always 
obeyed by every part of my family-and,, 
furely, a girl of fifteen would not think. 
of difputing a rule that's pofitive. 0 

Emma walked into the library, fetched 
the book, and began reading; but her 
tone was fo monotonous, her accents fo 
mifapplied, and her pronunciation fo 
improper, that lVI'rs. Cleveland could 
not bear to hear her proceed; and, tak­
ing the book from her hand, faid-" I 
am much obliged to you, my dear, for 

at-
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= 
.attempting to amufe me, and am forry 

to fay what may appear difcouraging ; 

but certainly I\1adam Lemoine was per­

fectly ignorant of the Italian language# 

I happen to be very fond of it, ;md haq 

one of the fidt mafl:ers; and if you will 

take the trouble of attending to my pro­

nunciation, you will eafily difcover the 

impcrfeltion of your own.'' 

" I am much obliged, Ma'am, by 

your kind attention ; " foid Emma, but 

as I really hz.vc no paffion for know­

ledge, and harpen to po!Tefs fo large a 

fortune as to rt:n~lcr it unncceffary for 

me to p.ke tLe :rouble of attending to 

thofe accompl iihtTicnts \\ hich girls i11 

kfs ek\'atccl lbtions are trwght to fo,!fida 

nrcjjary, ] mufl: beg leave to decline ' 

)(hlr oJFrcd i1:jlni[:h11." 

Mrs. Clevcbnd could hardly credit 

:he evidence of her fenfcs ;vhile {he lifl:­
encd 
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ened to her niece's improper mannn of 

replying to her friendly propofa , and 

before fhe could exprcfs her d1fapp:-oba­

tion the footman entered, and delivered 

into her hands the following letter: 

" MY DEAR SISTER, 

" TORTURED by remorfe, and over­

whelmed by def pair, how !hall I ac­

quaint you with the dreadful intelligence 
that fooner or later mufi: reach your 

knowledge! 

" I cannot with prolixity prcp1re you 

for being acquainted with n y calamity, 

but rnuft briefly inform yo11, that I am 

ruined! Oh, my children! how will 

you bear to hear the horrid truth ! fof~ 

tered in luxury, encouraged in exprnfe,. 
how will you be enabled' to fufl:ain this 

fatal blow, which levels you with the 

needy, the unfortunate, and the beg­

gar! 

" I faw 

3' 

' II 

' 

\',I 

,1 

L 

1 

I' 
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" I faw the precipice on which I 

tottered, and yet had not refolution to 

avoid its brink! My motive for accept­

ing the Eafl: India employment proceed­

ed from a knowledge of my cmbarraffed 

affairs. I fold m){ efbtes with a view of 

placing their produce in the funds, that 

in cafe of my death my girls might re­

ceive their fortunes without trouble or in­

convenience, and this morning's fun 

faw me the mafi.er of fixty thoufand 

pounds ; a furn which many people 

~ would hflve thought immenfe: but to me1 

who hatl fquandered thr~e times its va­

lue at the gaming-table, it appeared lit. 

tle better than poverty. In an evil hour 

I refortcd to the foot from which I had 
~ 

dated my firmer misftJrtuncs, and there, 

alas! completed them. 

" I have font in a reGgnation of my 

Jndia pofl:1 and fh::tll hide my bead in 

fo1rn; 
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fome obfcurc corner of the globe., and 

end my days in poverty and repentance! 

" Do not atteinpt writing to me, for 
I am not in a frame of min<l to Juppff! 
pity, or fubmit lo cenfurc. Protea my 
children for their dear mother's fake, 

and teach them to abhor a practice which 

has for ever defhoyed the peace of their 
unhappy father, 

" ADOLPHUS FITZHENRY.,, 

The Fitzhenry arms attracted Eliza's 
attention, and the changes in Tvirs. 

Cleveland;s countenance ·while fhe was 

pcrufing the letter called forth her fc:us. 
'' Is my father ill, 1\1a'am ?'' !he ex. 

claimed; " or what can he have LiJ to 

occafion you to appear fo agitated ?" 
cc Your father is quite well, my love,'' 

replied 1\11 s. Cleveland: at the fame 

time, burfling into a flood of te;irs, !he 

u t.:re:d 

, 

' ,, 

,, 
J 
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uttered in a low tone of voice-'' Poor 
girls ! Poor girls!" 

Emma and Eliza overheard the ex­
preffion, and, looking at each other with 
curiofity and a11oniiliment, feemed each 
afraid of requefl:ing an explanation. 

The fcntiments which Emma had ex­
preffed jufl before the arrival of the fatal 
letter, convinced Mrs. Cleveland that 
the lofs o fortune would, in her opinion, 
be the greatefl: of all earthly calamities; 
and the little fatisfaction they had both 
teftified in a life of quiet and rationa1ity 
2.t O!lce proved their paffion for diffipa­
tion, gaiety, and ex penfe. 

Had there be:en a probability of their 
feeling happy in ti ei r altered mode of 
life, l\frs. Cleveland would never have 
repined at their fatlwr's misfortunes, but 
,, oulJ rather have rijoiccd in being en­
abled to prove her affcclio11, and con-

vrnce 

I 

\ 
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,·ince them of her friendlhip; but the 

idea of daily beholding their diffatisfac­

tion, and hearing them pine after lofr 

pleafures, was an evil fhe looked fo'rward 

to with dread and app-rehenfion, and {he 

refolved_ to adopt a plan ·which at that 

moment fl:ruck her as being 1ikely to re­

conLile them to their future refidence. 

Eliza at length had courage to entreat 

her aunt to explain the caufe of her 

anxiety ; and if they could not remove 

it, to let them have the fatisfaB:ion of 

fuaring it. 
" Share it, indeed, my dear girl F

1 

faid l\r1rs. Cleveland ; " v.·ould to Hea­

ven I could exempt you from that mif­

f~rtune ! for heavy as it falls upon me, 

you arc fti1l more affeB:ed by its weight." 

" Gracious Heaven! i, ex.claimed Em­

ma, " what can have happened! I be­

fe-ch you, Aur.t, eafe me of this fuf­
penfe ! 
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penfc ! fure1y ," {he continued, in a voice 

fcarcely articulate, " my father has not 

materia!ly injured his fortune at the gam­

ing table ?"-Mrs. Cleveland ihook her 

head with replying. " Oh, drearlful P' 

ihe continued: " but, dear madam, thi 

efbtes !-furely the efbtes are lef~ for 

Eliza and myfelf?''-Another Drnke of 

Mrs. Cleveland's head convi.nced her 

/bat hope was without foundation; and, 

unable to fu{bin the weight of fuch ah 

unexpecled misfortune, !he gave a vio­

lent fcream, ~nd went into a !l:rong hyf­

teric. 
In that fituation ihe ,~as conveyed to 

her room, and, as foon as {he recovered, 

Mrs. Cleveland attempted to reconcile 

her to her misfortunes by thofc argu­

ments which religion fuggefie<l, and rea­

fon approved ; and after having in vain 

endeavoured. ta conv?:nce her that none 

D • but 
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but the wicked were completely unhappy, 
ilie retired to her own apartments to re­
flect upon the fcheme fhe was refolved 
to adopt. 

When the dinner hour arrived, both 
Emma and Eliza requefied to be excufed 
atrending, and a roa!l: chicken was fent , 
into their own room. Mrs. Cleveland 
ordered tea up fiairs, and was happy to 
obferve that her nieces countenances ap­
peared more cheerful and rcfigned than 
fhe had ventured to hope or expect. As 
a prelude to the intelligence fhe pur .. 
pofed to convey, fhe began expatiating 
upon the uncertainty of fublunary en­
joyments, and the folly of placing hap-
pinefs upon worldly pleafures :-'' For 
my own part," faid {he, " I had in­
dulged the hope of fpending my days in 
this peaceful retirement, and, by contri­
buting all in my power to the relief of 

others 
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others wants, infure to myfelf a portion 

of internal felicity : but the fcene is now 

changed, and my fortune demands a dif .. 

ferent mode of life. Your father's im­

prudence ·has invohed me in difficulties, 

and I purpofe retiring to fome che::ip 

fpot, where, upon a trifling inco1r.e, I 

may fiill have the fatisfaclion of being 

ufeful to my follow-creatures." 

Mrs. Cleveland might have proceeded, 

without interruption, for hours in the 

fame {l:rain, fo petrified were they ·with 

afl:oniiliment, and fo !hocked at finding 

that their father's imprudence had in• 

jured the only perfon from whom they 

had a right to expect either friendfhip, 

affection, or fupport. 

Mrs. Cleveland then proceeded to in­

form them, that ilie had long wiilied to 

make an excurfion into \,Vales, but from 

want of fociety fhe had delayed it ; 

D 2 " and 
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" and now," faid !he, "prudence, in­
fiead of pleafure, will compel me to gra­
tify my inclinations ; for I intend tak. 
mg up my rcfidence in that cheap quarter 
of the world. I !hall offer my houfc to 
Lady Luton, who is going to put Cafile 
Luton into a thorough repair, an<l has 
only deferred it until fhe could meet \Yith 

a refidence in the neighbourhood." 
Again ilie entreated them to fupport 

I' 

their misfortunes with fortitude J.Ild rc-
fignation, affuring them that happinefs 
had its feat in the mind, and depended 
much lefs upon outward circumfiances 
than people were apt to imagine. 

In lefs than a fortnight every thing 
was arranged for their vVelfh excurfion, 
and, at the requefl: of her nieces, Mrs. 
Cleveland confented to take the name of 
Owen, to prevent the poffibility of any 

pe1fon 
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perfon difcovering the real fituation of 

their affairs. 

J ufi: at the time of Mrs. Cleveland's 

quitting the Vale, a putrid fever broke 

out amongft Lady Luton's fervants ; 

three of them died, and the reft went 

home for change of air after their reco­

very. This .circumftance induced her 

fr iend to entreat ihe would make ufe of 

her's, and Emma and Eliza imagined 

they were hired by her Lady!hip. The 

fingularity of travelling in a poft chaife 

feemed likely to create great furpri fe to 

Mrs. Cleveland's neighbours and fer­

vants, and, to prevent conjeclure, ihe 

faid £he was going to pafs fix months at 

one of Mr. Fitzhenry's country feats, 

and fuould neither want carriage nor fer., 

v an ts. 

Nothing m~terial occurred during the 

j ourney, and at the expiration of the 

D 3 fourth 

.. 
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fourth d:iy they arrived at Barmouth in 
good health and tolerable fpirits. 

Mr. Pratt's defcription of the fcenery 

around, and the fimplicity of the man­
ners of its inhabitants, was the induce­

r.nent for :fixing upon that fpot, and 
Mrs. Owen ( as {he ,vas then to be c1.ll­

ed) met with a fm11l houfe clofe to the 

fea fide, which fue immediately hired; 
and the Mi[s Fitzhenrys, who had 
hitherto been ~ccultomed to live in a 
houfe large enough for a palace, were 
now inhabitants of a mere cottage, ,.,·it_h 
one maid and a boy to attend them. 

The abfolute poverty of the pcafant:-y 
around Barmouth a-fforded ample fcopc 
for the indulgence of l\1rs. Owen's be­
nevolent difpofition ; and the heartfelt 
gratitude which the poor creatures ex­
preffed for the flightefi donation proved 

?t once poth their 7J.:orth ;ind u:ant. 
\Vith- f 
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Without amufement to occupy their 

time, or company to engage their at­

tention, Emma and Eliza naturally 

fought relief from thofe avocations they 

had once def pi fed, and reading and 

drawing bet:ame tavourite amufements. 

The country round Barmouth was pic­

tureiq_ ue in the h ighe!l degree, and in 

_ rambling het,veen the rocks, or climbing 

up the hills, the Park ~nd Ken!ington­

g,1t·tlcns ,vere both forgotten The 

winter months at length approached, and 

E~11ma cxpreife<l her dread of the Jreari 

ncfs and gloom which v\ ould attend the 

tedious evenings; and exprcff1.d an earn­

c.1 dt.Gre fur a piano forte. 

" \\' ell," faid l\frs. Owen, " I will 

examine my purfe, and if I can any 

way contrive it, yonr inclination {hall 

l,e gratified; but I haYe ths mornmg 

ro,1 i[cd to take little Sally Burford, 
the 
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t'.1e fifherman's child, wham I obferved 

had attracted both your's and Eliza's 

notice, and !he will afford you fome 

:imufement. '' 

" Oh, a little angel !'' faid Emma, 

<:, did you ever fee fo complete a beauty, 

Aunt r ll 
" She is µncommonly lovely, indeed,'' 

replied Mrs. Owen; " but it was not 

her charms that interefl:ed me: there are 

feven children, and it is ·with the utrnoil: 

difficulty the poor man is enabled to fup­
port them, notwithfianding thofe who 

are old enough do fomething towards 

maintaining themfelves: yet the poor 

creatures are fo contented with their fitu­

ation, and fo refigned to the decree of 

Providence, that I felt it a duty to en­

deavour tp relieve them; and as I per­

ceived you were partial to little Sally, I 

~referred taking her to any of the others~ 

thougl! 
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though fhe is fo young that I believe you 
rnurt become nurfes." 

'' Oh, we'll be nurfes, and nurfe 
maids too, I aff ure you, Aunt;., faid 

' Eliza, " for I am quite delighted at the 
ide:i. of our having the little cherub; and 
do kt us go for it direct I y, that we may 
begin making it fome better clothes,'' 

Sally was immediately fent for, and 
the two nurfes, \Vith the affifl:ance of 

Mrs. Owen, had entirely completed 
frock, cap, D1ift, and petticoat before 
bed-time, and the next morning Emma 
arofe an hour earlier than ufual, tlut 
ihe might have the pleafure of dreiling 
her in them. 

J uft as the gloomy month of N ovem­
ber fet in., Emma was afl:onifhed one 
morning at perceiving two men bringing 

, a large deal cafe towards the cottage, and 
not a little delighted when it wa~ opened 

.it 

,,. 
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at perceiving a very nice looking new 
piano. Charmed at th~ fight of what 
fue was once indifferent to, anJ grateful 
to her auut for complying with her 
,, ifht.s, fhe infiantly ran to her ~pat t­
ment to exprefs her thanks; then, unty­
ing a LHge bundle of mu!ic that accorn­

panied it, fhe fat down and played a fet 
of Clernenti's Sonatas, and npon Mrs. 
0½ en's entrance hefought her tp forgive 
her former condutl, and take the trouble 
of becoming her in{huctr~fs. 

Mrs. 0½en tenderly embraced her, 

applauded the general alteration in her 
manners, and inflantly performed the 
leffon fhe had jufl played in a Hyle that 
proved the fu periority of her ikill. 

Mulic, reading, drawing, and geo­

graphy, allernatcly occupied their leifure 

hpurs ; and the engaging prattle of the 
little Sally was at on~e an ;mtidote again fl: 

dullnefa_. 

r,.•, ·~,, 
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dullnefo, and a fource of entertain­
ment. 

Mrs. Owen's kindnefs was not con­
fined to the Burfords only, and the pre­
valence of example induced the nieces to 
become charitable. 

Upon the firfi: difcovery of Mr. Fitz .. 
henry's ruined fituation, Emma and Eliza 
delivered their five hundred pound notes 
into their aunt's hands, who placed them 
in the bank for their future ufe, promifing 
to allow them thirty pounds a year for 
pocket-money. Small as that furn then 
appeared, they found it more than fuffi .. 
cient for all their wants ; and they were 
enabled not only to !how their generofity 
to Sally's father and mother, but to be 
eifentially kind to feveral -0ther poor fa­
milies. 

They had refided very near a twelve­
month in their little cotta~e

1 when Mrs .. 

Owen 
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. 
• ~ \\> n began to feel a wilh to return to 

.¾ • l u: which was fo dear to her on many 

a-rMHtri ts; and, com inced that her' n·ieccc; 

.n1w u tirdy conqt1ercd thei: love of 

,.Ae.r!i rt! ;_nd di1rp:nion, ilie began to 

.. hink it \', rong to dep riYc them of thofe 

·nnocc.1 amufemeuts it ·was fd natnra! 
, . 

. for . hem rn .fi~h, for : fhe, 1thereforc, de-. . 
q m~~b· them :!cqu~inteU with 

1e rnal i1tm:d f1 c,f } er affairs; and ex­

• 1 1n her rn..,tivc: 10:- !wvi ng ac.lc<l wiLh 

i , u.--h d11ptic.1ty • 

. ::arv ly l1:d I\~;-~. ,c~1 11 .::i I his 

1 , 1lut11.t;. 1, -\. iwrl'• h til ,h · Y' un~ l 'lies 

• I • ·~.e room w ltft the \'f;;ts Gt dlP,', 

• • < 

... 

J li ouflt ti: n Cf> G,:pr •fl1 ·c of d,e 

1 •mpathi, inform d htr th:i".. 

.'rd, in jumpin0 f;.0rn his boa' 

n .. , had 1tru~k tis k,ot -aga,n:~ 

, ·J Ul md'!a.V( uring to fave 

, .•. ·.,: .! . , ~ .. f~ll'ttbl; r.alby fame mt:rn,; 
or 

Q ,, 
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or other twified his leg, and difplaced 

his knee-pan:-" And now," faid Eliza, 

" thofe poor children mufl: abfolutely be 
flarvcd; for it is impoffible their mother 

can earn enough to fupport them ! " 
" Oh! we mufl all contribute our 

' mite,'' faid Mrs. Owen, '' and prevent 
fo dreadful a calamity as you feem to ap­
prehend, my love; but whilfl: I lament 
poor Burford's misfortune, I congratu­

late myfelf at perceiving that your hearts 

are fufceptible both of tendernefs and 

humanity, and that apathy and indiffe­

rence are never to become inmates of 

your breafl: ! To defcribe,'' continued'. 

that amiable woman, '' the gratification 
I experience at beholding the pleafing 
alteration that has taken place both in 

your fentiments and manners is impoffi­
ble; and I think your angelic mother 
(had !he been in cxifience) could not 

E have 

, 
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have felt more jqy and pride in own.ng 
you for her da11~htci.s, th:rn I do in de­
claring, that, though I ?ear net the m:1-
ternal name, my heart i · alive to all its 
fedings, and that I anticipate the livc­
liefi fatisfaction _in the profpca of pre-­
fenting you to the world as my a op!cd 
children, and j:.1int heireffcs to eighty 
, f: cl 1 ,,, tnou an pounos . 

"Hcirc!Tcs!'' exchi1r.ccJ Eliza.­
" Eigh1y thoufand pr;und' !'' faid Emm:i. 
'' vVhat new change, my dear Aunt, 11as 

•fortune yet in fion.: for us r'' 
. " q'here is nothing nru.1 in this, my 

dear girl," fai,l l\ 1rs. Clr\·clancl ; (for I 
!hall no longer !tylc her by the name of 
Owen) for foon after I had the mi~for­
tune C'! lu:ing yo.;r ~miaole mother, I 
made my will, and, except a fc\V trifling 
legacies, left my whole fortune bct,veen 
y9urfelf and fifler."-Shc thc:1 explained 

.. her 

C 

t 

f. 
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her reafons for having imi,ofe<l upon 

their credulity, and then, tenderly em~ 

br::..:i~g them, faiJ, " After having fpent 

a year at Barmouth in folitude and fe­
clufion, I have no reafon to apprehend 

you will complain of the dullnefs of 
Cleveland Vale ; but had you been fla­
tioned there immediat~ly after your re­

moval from Grofvenor Square, I am 

cor.vinced tha the difference uf the fcene 

~vould have created difgult and di{fatif­

faction, and, initead of Laving the grati­
fication of perceiving you were hajpy 
in my focicty, and conkntec.l \\ ith my 
mode of life, I {hould have been rendered 

rr.i fcrable by murmurs and compl:-·.in­
rngs 

" Your frntiments and idrns have 

huppil y now taken a difft:rtnt turn ; you 

have tclt ad<7•r,Jty, and know how to 

p:t;r it; you have acquired a habit of 
a:r .. ufing 
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?mufing yourfelves without the aid of 

,,.,.ariety, or the arts of dijfipation ; and you 

will return to the world in a temper of_ 

mind calculated to enjoy its pleafures ,·vith 

m~deration, and to fupport its difoppoint­

ments with reafon and refignation. 

" Oh, my dearefi: Madam,'·' faid 

Emma, " how can we ever defcrve 

your kindnefs, or merit your indulgence! 

but for your friendfhip, how unpleafing 

muft have been our conduct, and how 

<lefpicable our characters ! You not 

only infrrucl:ed us to be amiable., but by 

your own example invited us to be fo 

likewife ; and if ever upon my return 

to the gay worlcl I feel a propenfity to 

be vain, or an inclination to become 

proud, I will think of Barmouth, and 

again grow humble.'• 

" You are a dear girl,'' faid Mrs. 

Cleveland, " and I every day have the 
fat if~ 

I ' 
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fatisfatlion of finding fornething new to 

love ::i.nd admire in you. The imper­

ftclions you formerly di1covered were 

folely the effects of bad example and ill 

adviCers: your governcfs, ot whom you 

had fo high an opit.ion, :ittended only 

to fuperjicial aao7!tj,lijlments, wLilft the 

i:nprovcment of the heart was wholly 

1mattenJe<l to: but come, my dear girls, 

let us go to the con age and foe what we 

c:rn <lo for poor RUJ ford." 

The unfortunate nun \\':lS in fuch 

acute agony that l\.1rs. Cleveland was 

fearful the bone was broken ; however, 

t!ie next morning {he lud the fatisfac1ion 

of finding that the fomentation fhe had 

01dercd tud ... b:1ted tl1c Cw<:lling, procund 

' · eafc, and coll\ in1...ed Burford that the bone 

v. as wtwle. The. poqr fc.lluw heard of 
her int~nt1on cf qutttin$ Barmouth with 

the moil: unfeigned furr0w, whieh not 

E 3 ' CVC.O. 
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even the promife of an annual allow. 

ance of ten pounds a year was able to 

control. 

Lady Luton was apprifed of her 

friend's intended return, about a month 

after her own houfe was completed ; and 

the fervants were almofi: wild v.rith joy 

at the prof peel: of again behol<ling a 
mifi:refs whom they both loved and vene. 

rated. 
Although :rvfrs. Cleveland had deputed 

Lady Luton the almoner of her bounty 

during her abfence, yet there was fame­

thing in her manner of befi:owing it, 
that made them figh for the return of 

ber who augmented kindneffes by her 

manner of conferriug them. 

On the day that {he was expecled, the 

village bells began ringing before it was 

light, the charity children were Jreffed 

in their Sunday clothes, and an univer­

fal holiday was proclaimed. 
All 

" 

, . ... 

ft 

' 
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All the peafantry a!fernbled on the 

lawn before the houfe, anxioufl y wait­

ing the arriva1 of their bent>facl:refs, who 

was fo moved by this proof of affection 

and attachment that fhe burfl: into tears, 

whil!l: they, with the mofi refpeclful ex­

preffions of g1adnefs, tefiificd their love, 

, -their joy, and their fidelity. 

INNO" 
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INNOCEXCE JUSTIFIED, 

AND t 

A STORY. 

I!\ TV. O P A R T.S. 

As Mrs. Ca\'cndi{h and her daughter 

Matilda were one furn mer c\'ening ib ay­
ing along the banks of the 1 han1es in 

the environs of Kingflon, they percciHd 

a female in the C hinefe drefs, featcd on 

a tuft of grafs by its fide, attentively 

watching the fate of a wicker bafkct, 

which appeared to paf:; flowly on, aclu­

ated by the motion of the ebbing tide. 

Curio-:-
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Curiofity induced Mrs. Cavendifh to 

approach the margin of the flream, and 

fcrutinouily examine the bafket which 

feemed fo calculated to attrall the {han­
ger's attention. A fudden gufi of wind 

drove it from the iliore, and at once de .. 

feated her willies, and difappointed her 

expeB:ation. 

The curiofity which had been awa­

kened by the fingularity of the circum­

fiance, was increafed by the improbabi­

lity of gratifying it ; and whilfl: Mrs. 

Cavendi!h was refletl:ing on what ihe 

had feen, the woman ruilied by her, al)d, 

with impatience ·and anxiety in her 

countenance, followed the object tbat 

had called forth her folicitudc. 

A fifherman at that moment pa!fod, · 

and going direttly to the water's fide, be­

gan unfafiening a little wherry which 
was 

, I 



was chained to a pcil that 'was fixi:<l th<.:re 

for the: purpofc of fecuring it. 

" My gooJ n:an," fajj l\1rs Caven­
dilh, " I am particularly anxious to fee 
the contents of a little wicker bafket, 
v,·hi\.'.h by rowir.g faft: you w iii foon over­

take ; an<l if you will bring it me you 
ihall not go unrewarded for your trou­
ble..'' 

The pian inflantly jumped into the 
boat, {hipped off his ja ... kct, and in lef.; 
than five minutes Mrs. Cleveland per­

ceived he had obtained the prize, and 

was returning with it as fafl as poHible: 
As foon as the Chinefe had obfcrved 

this tranftEtion, fhe qui:ted, the b:mk of 
the river, and moved ilo'l-vly towards 

London. 
The waterman foon reached the fpct 

f~om which he had cmbarkC'd, and, throw­

ing his chain round 'the polt tu frcun: the 

r 
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boat, faluted l\1rs. Cavendifh with­
" I warrant ye, Madam, this pretty 
babe belongs to that there baggage who 
rnnn'd away as foon as fhe faw me row . ,, 
up to 1t. 

" Babt· !" exclaimed l\ 1 rs. Caven­
di fh, (at the fame time turning her eyes 
upon the bat'ket the man fiill held in his 
h~nd) '' what fupplicating innocence is 
pourtrayed in its countenance ! how 
interefling is its fmile ! my heart already 
compaffion::ites its unfortunate fituation ! 
but put down the chiltl, my good fritnd,'' 
!he continued; " and if poffiblc over­
take the abandoned wretch whofc heart 
has been capable of forming fo inhu­
man a defign as that of depriving a lovely 
babe of exificnce." 

. The man did as he was <lirecl:ed, and 
in lefs than a quarter of :.rn hour ret~nn­
cd, dragging 1rrith him the object he had 

been 
I 
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been in purfoit of. The moment fhe be­

held the infant in Mrs. Cavendifh's arms, 

ihe dropped upon her knees, and, regard­

lefs of the quefl:ions that were put to 

her, continued for fame minutes fixed 

in her dcrout attitude : at length, upon 

Mrs. Cavendj fh pulling her by the vefi, 

and afking if the child did not belong to 

her ;-{he replied : 
" Mine child! mine child !-yes, mine 

poor baby !" 
" Then how," replied Mrs. Gaven- ' . 

di{h, " could you have cruelty and in­

humanity enough to commit fo helplefs 

an innocent to the mercy of the wa\es ? 

you mufl be a very wicked woman, and 

dcferve that prmijhment which the law 

will injli[l ." 

" Nle m wicked-me love mine child; 
but me have no bread, no rice, no noting 

::!t all to give it; and me not like to foe 
it 

c, 
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it fiarve, fo me do as dey do in China; 

me put it in de water, and fome good 

foul come and pick it up, and den my 1 

poor child h::n-e all dat it wants, and 

Oufanque lie down and die, and den go 

to good place, a!1d never more cry aftc1 

cruel ht.fband Jgain !1' 

Mrs. Cavendiil1 was much affected by 

the artlefs relation of the unhappy ,...-o. 

man, and immediately recollected that 

it was the cuflom in China for parents 

to expofe their female children to the­

mcl'cy. of the waters, if their own in -­

come was infu{Ecient to fupport them in 

comfort. Her abhorrence of the act 

was 1mmedi~tdy con--verted into co'TI­

paffion for the unfortnnate being who 

had committed it ; ihc began afkirg 

her <l v::i.riety of q].Icflions, and found 

that her be:iuty had attr:18..cd 1 l,e aifcc.­

tion of one of the faifors who had accom-

r, p:rnied 
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panied Lo1d 1\tiacartney in his cmbaIT'y 
to China, :m~I who had acquired fuffid­
ent knowledge of the hnguagc to be 

enabled to plead his paHion, which he 
did with fo 1m?ch energy, as to induce 
the credulous Oufanque to a1ter her 

drcfs to that which was worn by the 

other fex, and rcqucft the capt.1in of the 
!hip to indulge her with a paffage to Eng­
land. The rcqncfl: was eafily obtained, 
and the U!rfor:unatc gi11 quitted her coun­
try., home, ::;1d friends, for an ungrateful 
and ab:rnuoned feduccr, who, foon after 
the fhip was p.1icI off, entered on b1Jard 
another bound for the Eafl: Indies, leav­
in,,. her ;n a {hange country, without 

b 

money to fo;)porr or friends to comfort 
her. The bndl:idy of the public houfo 
at 'I\ hich fl1,.., lodged at Portfmouth, com­

paflionating her forlorn . fitu:.ition, gave 
her fifteen {hilling') out of hc1 o,vn pock-

et, 

I, 

' 
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ct, (th0ngh fhe owed near five-and t\.venty 

for the room) and a letter to Lord l\1a­

canney, defcriSing her fituation, and 

entreating his afLhnce . \\ ith this 

letter ·in her pocket, and the child fafl­

ened to_hcr back, the poor creature fd 

off for Lon<lon : but jufl: as fhe had 

reached the fl.~irts of Kingfl:on, fl-1c was 

knocked dovm, robbed of a little bun. 

dlc that cor,taincd her purfe, wardrobe, 

2nd letter, and, in all probability, ,rould 

then have ended both her .mife ry :rnd 

her life, but for the humane interference 

of a ib;e coachman, who, perceiving 

fomething lying on the road, jumped 

from his box, :md obfor .. mg the 1nfcnfi­

hle fiate to which l11e was r -:dureJ, lift­

ed her into the coach which h=rppen ,:d to 

be empty, Horped at the firil pu lie 

houfo Le came to, and ' left her ia the 

care..: of the: mi(trcfs , pn:,rni !ing to p:iy 

F ·,2 1' a. 
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all expenfes when he returned the next 

day. This benevolent deogn was fruf­

trated by the horfcs taking fright about 

ten miles from ringflon, running away 

with the carriage, and dafhing it with 

violence again!l a gate-pofl:, by which · 

means the poor fellow was thro".vn from 

his box and broke his leg. 

The wretched Oufanque, thus reduced 

to the moft abject fiate of mifery, wan­

dered round Kingfion in a fi:atc of mind 

little inferior to diHraclion, w hi.:h was 

heightened by the conflant cries of the 

infant for that nouriilimcr.t whi(h na­

ture denied i~, and which the unfcciing 

inhabit:rnts refufed to bc!tow. Then it 
·was that the idea of committing it' to the 

waves firl1 occu:-red, and the C()nfc­

quences attending it 1.verc no lef::. f:..vour­

able to Oufanquc, th:m tbey were to t-~e 

child. 
Whilft 
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\ 'v hiHl i\1rs. Cavendiih vvas attentive­

ly iift:en;ng to the poor woman's relatwn, 

Jvfat1lda was a-nnGng herfdf wLth ad­
miring the beauty of the chi tel ; and 
when fhe beard hc'r Mamma declare it 
'\\ as her intention to take both borne 

with her, th(, delight ihc felt v:as \'i!tble 
ir all her features, :'lnd {he protefl ·J 01e 

·wou1d nurfe it all day long, and nc\·cr 

pby with a doll aglin. . 

The fim:ubritv both of the mother's ,_ , 

2nd child's Jrcfs attr:1clecl her ~.otice, 211d 

called fl•r:h her afloniihmt nt; and when 
ihc pcrcciYcd that the poc.1r ii; tle creature 

w .. :s bo1md up fo tight ,v b. a fw:lthing 
band that it cou Id n~t de any of its 

limbs, ihe was abfolutely {hocked at the 

tight, ;rnd dc..clarcd it w::s m~re cruel than 
<lrowning it; '' for then, Mamma," 
faid fhe, " it would ha,·c been aut ~f its 

F 3 .. , pain, 
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pain, but now it has a ,._ hole life of mi­
jet)'• ,, 

.f\1rs. Cavendiilt informed her it \'\·as a 

cufl:om with the Chinefe to confine the; 

limbs of the chiidren, from an idea that 

they would grow crooked if they were 

fuffered to twift them about in any one 

form that inclination dicl:ated ; and their 

feet in particular were fubjecl to confine­

ment, as the men of that country were 

more attra.Bcd by the be:iuty of a /mall 

foot, th:rn the charms of a pretty face. 

Oufanque's joy and gratitude when 

Mrs. ~avendi{h promifed to befriend 

her, :md reprefcnt her forlorn fituation 

to Lord l\1acartney, was teflified by a 

thoufand marks of ref peel: and venera­

tion ; fhe knelt at her feet, kiffed the 

hem of her garment, and feemed to con • 

. fider her as an abfolute deity. 

Matilda entreated that the child might 
be 

t, 

di 
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be drefied like an European, and that 

fhc migi-H have the fatisfacl:ion of making 

it clotr.cs, a circum!l:ance which nfl:o­

niilicd her Mamrna, as fhe was by no 

means fond of work. 

Mrs. Cavendi{h fulfilled her promife 
of writing to Lord Macartney in behalf 

of the unfortunate Oufanque, and was 

in daily expectation of a reply, when 

the poor er cat urc was fuddenly taken ex­

tremely ill. .An apothecary wtl"s imme­

diately fcnt for, who upon the fidl: vifi 

thought the f ymptoms foreboded the 

frnall-pox. The next day proved hi~ 

opinion to ha\'e been well founded, and 

in a fhort time the difeafe made its ap­

pear::mce with every mark of virulence 

and danger th:it could attend it. 

Every kindnefs that humanity could 

dictate and feeling pay, the unhappy 

fufFerer received from her benevolent be­

nefachefs.-, 
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nefachefs, and at thofe luci<l intervals 

which the fever fometimes permittes 

her .to experience, fhe expreffed her gra­

titude in foch .terms of genuine feeling, 
that Mrs. Cavcndi{h was often obliged 

to leave the apartment to difguife her 

emotions, and drop a tear to her misfor­

tunes. 

From the firfl: appearance of the dif­

order, Mr. Longford the :ipothecary 

was con\Z-inced it would be fatal; ht: in­
formed Mrs. Caven<lifh that no art could 
fave her ; and the event fron proved the 

dearnefs of his judgment. 

The little infant began to ficken on 

t.he day its poor mother died; and as l\1rs. 

Ca:vendifp then confidcred it an abfolure 
duty to protea and fupport 1t , !he re­

folved if it lived to befiow upon it fuch 

an education as would enable it to earn 

its 

f: 

I• 
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its own fubfi!l:cncc in a manner that was 

refpeclable, and not laborious. 

The firfi !1:ep lhe too!~ after the death 
of the mother was to have it made a 
Chrifiian, and to entreat that Mr. and 
l\lrs. Fowler, who were her particular 

f~iends, would join with her in becom­
ing f ponfors. J.\,fatilda wanted it to be 

cailed ~fter herfolf; but Mrs. Cavendifh 

pointed out the inconvenience that would 

at end it ; and it ·was at length agreed 

that Pekin fhould be the name, by way 

of reminding it of its unfortunate mo­
ther's countty. 

Although the little Pekin received the 

infeclion from fuch a fatal and dreadful 

tind, yet it had the complaint in a moft 
favourable manner, and in lefs than fix 

weeks not a fiugle mark of the di(order · 
,·ms vi{ib!e upon her !kin. 

n1utilda's affection for the child daily 
rn~ 
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i.ncre;1ft.J, and the little foul fuon tcfii­

ficd th:ir i~ w:is grateful for her J....i11dnefs. 

As foon as i[ LuulJ [peak !he undertook 

to teach it tht alph:ibet, an<l by the time 

it was four years old it could read any 

of Mrs. Trimmer's little florics '4s "i.vdl 

as iti govcrnefs, who at that pcuod h;d 

entered her tenth year. . 

Mrs. Cavendith's youngefi: broth•~! 

had, to the great clifpleafure of a1! his 

family, married the daughter of a coun:r.y 

{hopkeepcr, whofe beauty had plcafcJ 

his eye, and whofe art and duplicity had 

impofc<l upon his underfl:anding. He. 

,vas then a young cnfign in the forty ~fc­

cond regiment, and, though of good fa­

.._-:iily, was poifd1ed of a very fowl! for­

tune, 2nd therefore it was b~>th :..n impo­

litic and 1mprudtnt meafur;. 

' ?~one of his relations except 1\1rs. 

Cavcnd:~h wou d ever con<le;kcnd to 

have 

l'. 

l1 
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have any intercourfe with him, or the ob­
ject of his a r-:ltion; and though {he 
~as no lcfs vexed at his marriage than 

thc-v \\·err, f11e invited both himfelf and . 
bride to pafs the fummer with her at 

, Kingfion. . 
The vulg:ir'ity of Mrs. Roper's. man ... 

ncrs, the low cunning of her mind, 2nd 
the dcfign an<l artifice which ·was vifib!c 
•in all her actions, was fo obviouo to . 
l\Irs. Carcndilh, that fhc w:i~ ailonifhc<l 
that even a youth of ni:1ctcc!1 .,;~)Uld h~ve 
been duped by them. The yo11ng er: 
fign, howe\·cr,. dld no~ live kno- c:10:1::::h 

::, .... 
to repent the fo11y of his CO\,c:u a i for a 
violent cold fettled upon his ! "r, ;!;S when 
he ha<l been about fivt: month~ rr .. 1 !'1t::d, 

,vhich brought on a rapid decline, and 
he died whilfl on a v1fit tu his afle8.ionatc 
fificr., recommending his ,vife aw! 11er 

cxpcll~d 



6G IKKOCENCE JUSTIFIED, 

expeB:ed little one to her tendcrnefs and 

protection. 
Mrs. Cavendiih was at that time in · 

<leep mourning for an amiable hufband, 

and had her fifier-in-law been a different 

kind of woman, her company and foci­

ety would have been a great acquifition, 

as I\1~tilda was then on1 f nine months 

old; but the difiimibrity of their tem­

pers, dif pofitions, and manners was too 

fl:riking for fuch a plan to be adopted ; 

and Mrs. Cavendifh preferred allowing 

her fifl:er a hundred a year out of her 

O\.VR income, to letting her remain an , 

inmate of the familyJ and hoped that !he 

would return to her own connexions, 

and fpend it in what manner !he thought 

proper. . 
· But l\1rs. Roper knew her O\\' n inte-

-.rdl: too vvell to quit the neighbourhood 1 

;ind, under pretence of violent affection,. 

1 declared 

,, 
• 
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ueclared that all her happinefs was cen­

tered in ,being able to trace her dear 

Edward's features in the lovelJr counte­

nance of his amiable fifl:er ! 
A fmall firfc floor ,,,as accordingly _ 

hired at Kingfl:on, and under the pre­

tence of admiring one thing, and wijhing 

for another, Mrs. Roper contrived al- -
rnofl: to double her hundred a-year. 

The little child, which prayed to be 

a girl, was extremely like its dcceafed 

father, :rn<l I\lfrs. Cavendifh felt for it 
almofl: a maternal tendernefs : as there , 

was not more than ti·elvemonths differ­

ence in the age of Charlotte (which \\as 

the child's name) an<l her c0u fin M,1-

til<la, they fpent a g;reat deal of time to­
gether, though the difE.rencc of their 

difpofitions occaGoncd frequent d1fpntcs 
between them. 

'.From the moment Mrs. Ca,·enll'b"h 

. • - G adopt.ell 
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adopted the little Pekin, I\1rs. Roper 
bcca.ne rejilefs and di_Uatisfied, and \\ ith 
much difficulty refr:1ined · from ex prc~­

fing her difapproLa1ion even before her 
fifl:er; but this rcfhaint was amply com­
penfatcd for, in Lcr abfrncc, and Char­
lotte was taught to confi<lcr Pekin a~ an 

abfolutc obflacle to her happi1:ers and 
her intcrcfl:. l\Irs. Roper wo

0

11!d be: con­

tir.ua1ly tcizing all hc.r a ~q1:ai11tancc 

"' ith accounts cf her own mi~fortuncc;., 
or ill-foundcc.l cumplain:s of her fifl1:r's . 

injuflicc, in gi ... •ing ::l\'vay property v>'l1ich 
011ghr to bclo1,1~ to her and C !t~trlc~ttc, to 
a goo<l ~for-nothing, wr,rthlifs, litt.'c va­

gnb:J1Jd, who i11c knc:w W(1uld rctfuitc all 
her kindnefs with fcorn, artifice, and in­

gratitude: C\'ery body knows ( fhc would 
fay) \.\ h:it a horrid fet of creatures the 

Chinefe are; th,t th ry liv~ by chMling, 
p!undaing, and theft; and that little 

wretc.h 
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\\ :1ch h1s al ,·eac!y given proofs of its 
n:::t.or., 1 dt ?r:n·ity. 

A J, :wugli ti is was the general tenour 
of ~,.,fr-. Roper's come:rLt1on when the 

was no~ in her i"iiter's company, yet when 

the 1.• as, Pekin \\ :i.s the fweetejl of all 
fwat ac,;far,: ,, and 1\11s. l ' \·e11di!h the 

mofl: amiable of womcn.-C11 J dO\tL: " as 
not of age to bt.. an a<le-pt in !1 ·, pa1...11iy, 
and therefore 1hc teHitied he1 re.ii dif­

.l1ke by a tl1oufand ill-naturell, fpitdul 
tricks, \~hich poor little , h :kin ful, 11it­

tcd to in fikr1cc, without mur.1'.ur or . 
comr,1.iint; for, nut vithfbnding 1\-Irs. 
Ropcts malignant a ff err ions, it was im­
po!libl<:' to find a child more completely 
;i g:-1.!c,tbl c. 

G 2 PART 
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PART THE SECOND. 

. ..,......,......,.....,......,.....,.. 

As this beautiful_, amiable, and inte­

refling girl, advanced in years, Mrs. 

Roper had the mortification of perceiv­

ing that f\1rs. Caven<lifh's affecl:ion in­

·creafed, and that her own child fccmed 

daily to lofe ~round in her good opiA 

nion. The truth was, l\tlr5. Cavendi(h 

had difcovered in her nicce,s temper an 

inclination both to jcakify and en'uy, and 

a littlencfs of mind that was capable of 

fiooping to any meannefs, which kf­

fened her regard, an<l dccreafed her 

efl:eem. 
It was l'v!rs. Cavendi!h's ,...-i{h to give: 

her littl~ protegce fuch an education as 
would 

I" 

0 

r 

I 
I ,. 

,. \ 

ttf. 
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"·mild enable !,er to undertake the in­
firui:lion uf young ladies, and in the 
C«,, :J ity qf private governefs render 

h1 ·l hoth ul-..,fo1 and rc:.f pelt:able, and, 
thu ~f,-, ~, the took leffims from the fame 
mad t rs, .i .1d rc-ccived the fame atten­
fr). is f10:.1 t!.t>,:1, as Ivfarilda and Char­

btt t: ui·I. ' i his circumfl:ance was at 
01~cc. p!.:"~--•~..- ) :\fotilda, ;rnJ painful to 
c·,. ;-:,_;· ·,. •,;1 ofe invettr:icy ag;iinfl: Pe .. 

k: , .1:1 ~ "!" r,,J by the encomiums 

t< , t. I upon her, and 
\\}~r1, fi,HL,, :-~ b· r ltH .. .. :-iJ...i'c io hjurc hf,!r 
. ~ .. ,.. ... ' ' . . , · 1· pl !,trs. ~•V(:' ~Utl u S pi •. 10:1 L J l l-na-

t11red hi;1/s a .. J Jiy ji,gt•:/iuns, was at 
lLngth rcr0lved 11pon h~r -ruin by the 
pncricc of manrenvres wbi.:h wer~ as 
<l (, ply l.liJ, as they were in1q.Ji:0Jf1)' 
defi~1 ned. 

At the back of Mrs. Cavendi!h's 
~oufc ·,vas an excellent garden, which 

G 3 
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was abundantly ftpcked with every kind 

of wall-fruit-this fruit l\1rs. Caven­

oifh w3s particularly choice of, for the 

pleafure of prcfenting to fuch of her 

friends as were not accommodated vv·ith 

the convenience of'a wall. 

Charlotte upon perceiving her aunt's 

defirc to preferve the fruit, was refolyed 

to defeat it, and w:itched her opportu­

nity of going into the garden with fuch 

ac.Imirnblc nicety, that fhe contrived to 

twitch three or four peaches and necla­

rines from the trees every timt.. fhe en­

tered it, the .fl:one of \\ hich ihe always 

placed at the bottom of a little box 

which Pekin kept in her own bed-room . 

For fome days l\!Irs. Cavendifh ima­

gined the trees were thinner without be­

ing pefitive as to the circunylance ; at 

length fhe refolved to count the fruit 

wi~hout mentioning her fufpiaion to a 
fingle 

,, r 
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fingle foul. The next morning !he 

walked into the garden and difcovered 

that eleven of the finefl peaches were mif. 

fing-Matilda and Pekin, Mrs. Roper 

and Charlotte were all at work in the 
drawing-room when Mrs. Caven<lifh 

entered, and expreffed her vexation at 

the circumflance, and her wi!h to dif• 

cover the perfon who had been guilty of 

fuch dif graceful conduct. 

" I thought Pekin," faid Charlotte, 

" you could not eat all thofe peaches and 

nei:7arines, which I have feen you gather, 

wlthout bejng difcovered; and had I 
not kno·wn that my coufin would have 

, called me tell-tale, I would have called 

my aunt to look at you the firft time I 

fa w you take them.'' 

'' Saw me take peaches! Mifs Roper," 
faid the child, evidently embarrafied at 

the boldnefs of the charge. u I declare 

upon 



68 INNO-CENCB JUSTIFIED, 

upon my honour I ha~e never touched a 

peach this year but what Mrs. Ca\'endifh 

was fo kind to give me." 

'' Yes,,, replied Charlott~, " I faw 

you ta,ke pMcles and neDarines too, if th;a ·s 

Englifh ; and faw you carry them up 

-flairs in your bed-room-v,;hat fay you 

to that, Mifs Hone fly ? Can yt;u dmy 

that?" 
" Yes, that I can," faid Pd.in, bur!l:­

ing into tears, " and \Vondtr how you 

can be fo wicked as to fJy fuch a thing." 

" What do you mean, yo11 l i:tk pre­

fomptuous vagabond," cxclai:r:ld l\•I rs , 

R0per, " by daring to ~co1fe my d:: u~·h­

ter of r:1/erirg an untruth? i th o1Jgh t 

how rr.y futt?t would be rcquit"d for her 

generofity, for the whole tribe of y1 111r 

countrymen all . are thi,·vcs and /wind­

lers.'' 
" lvI y <lear Mrs. Roper,'' faid :rvr rs. 

Caven-

Q 

l • 
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Cavendith, " that little girl is under my 
protection, and I can neither fuffer her 
to be infulted nor oppreiTed ; if fhc has 
taken the peaches, {he hzis been guilty of 
a very great fault, and I am the perfon 
to judge of the proper mode of puni!h­
ing it ; but I am inclined to think my 
niece mufl: be mifiakeJJ1.' 1 

" Oh, indeed, Aunt, I am not mif­
taken," replied Charlotte, " for I met 
her eating one up fiairs, and faw the 
juice quite run down to her fingers• 
ends." 

" Suppofo," faid Mrs. Roper, '' you 
were to go up fl-airs, fifi:er ; moil: likely 
the fi-ones might yet be remaining either 
in her drawers or bnxes." 

1v1rs. Cavenddh followed the advice, 
and returned in five minutes, w-ith no 
leis t!'lan forty !tones belonging to peache.c; 
.rnd neaarin-es9 

Pek in 
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Pekin coloured like fcarlet, and, in a 

tremulous voice, faid, 4' ~You did not 

find thofe in my room, Ma'am." 

'' Yes,'' repli{.~ 1'Jrs. Cawndifh, "hut 

I did, a1~d I mui1 _conitfa, hat I fn uld 

as foon have ex pec.1ed to have found a 

dagger there: indeed, Pekin, this con. 

duel of ·yours has wounded my peace, _ 

~efiroyed my hopes, and fa ppeu the very 

foundation of my frimdjh:p. The tak­

ing the fruit I could very eafily ha\'e 

fo1given; but to affert an untruth with 

all that calmnefs of affdlcd i::rnocence, 

is "' hat I could not have expec1tJ, a11d 

what I am rtfolred not f 9 fai·give; 

therefore, go this infi:ant to ) Our p:1rt­

mcnt, and do not 1~! me fe e~ you :ntil 

my feelings are lcfs ex::i:pcr:l.ted, anc my 

anger more fubducd.'' 

Feartul of4 offe1fd: :.g, b" f)refuming . . . 
to f'~ead fur me .. ·cy, rhc agitated Pekin 

left 

' r .. 

, r 
I 
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left the room, and in an agony of g~icf 
retired to her own apartment. !Vfatilda 
was not fuffcred to go nc . .u· her friend; · 
and had not the f-:-v ... 11t~ vh , car; icd up 
her food informed their mifttefs that 
fcarccly any p~rt of it was eaten, and 
that the little pr;fcu~r lV~s 0•;:rwhdIIlcd 
with f"; ":, ner confine, _ i:n t would have 
been protract"~ m ur!, ;:,ey,,n t t!1ree d.iys_; 
but the a, rehenfto 1 01· he r making he.L­
fr ;r ii: lDdlJCed 1\iI .. s. C:ivendi ih to for-/ 

give the fau1t, and Ch.ulo tc had the 
mortific:1.t·on of feeing her rdlored to 
favour. 

Mrs. Rop~r, who had been acccffary 
to thL fche1ne, was heartily vexed at its 
ill fuc,.efs; yet both Charlotte and her. 
felf wese refolvcd to attempt another, 
which, though more hazardous, was 
Jikdy to be attended with more ccr::li 
confco u enc es. 

Mrs, 
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:rvfrs. Cave.ndifh was p:irticuhrly par­

ti_al to a fma1l miniature of her late hu[­

band's, which was fet as a bracelet, and 

was kept in a fmall box that ,-.,·as opened 

by a f pring-lock, and flood upon her 

drefiing-table. This box fhe made a 

point of never opening in the prefcnce 

of the forvants, but all the cLiiJrcn 

1-vcre acquainted v\ ith the fecrct fpring; 

Charlotte, thcreforf', refolrcd to make 

hcrfelf miHrefs of this valuable trc~furc, ' 

;ind difclofing her intention to an· igno­

rant girl, who had formerly lived frr­

vant "' ith Mrs. Roper, and v,;;as then 

going to London, perfuadcd her fo for to 

fecund the defign as to undertake the 

<l°ifpofal of it; and if any queflions · 

were afk.ed, to fay !he ~as fent by the 

little girl who lived at l\1rs. Cavendifh's, 

and that it was a picl:urc !he had found 

as {he was walking by the river fide.· 
As 

L 
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As Mrs. Cavendifh had never lived at 

King:fl:on, and the girl was known to 

have been fervant to Mrs. Cavendi{h's 

fifier-in-law, the jeweller had no reafon 

to doubt the truth of the circumfiance 

fhc related ; he therefore took the pic-­
tu're, paid a guinea down for it, and 

promifed another, if it was not claimed 

in the courfe of a month, which he 

thought likely to happen, as he con­

cluded it belonged to fome perfon in the 

neighbourhood, and wou1d be adver­

tifed. 

As Mrs. Cavendi!h never wore the 

bracelet but when ilie was particularly 

dreffed, a fortnight elapfed after it was 

fold before the lofs was difcovered, and 

Charlotte's pa .. ience began to be almoft 

exhaufiecl. At length the wifhed-for 

day arrived which was to hurl defiruc­

tion upon the object of her hatred, and 

H 
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give her the delightful fatisfacrion of be­

holdil'lg the ruin of one towards whom 

Die felt a moft zmcunquerable avcrjon. 

Mrs. Caven<l1fh's afl:011ifhment, at 

opening the box, and not pcrc~ n in6 
the valued trcafure , was exceifive ; r ut 

conceiving the bracde.t could not be 

Joft, !he imagined {he muft have put it 

away\\ ith fome other part of her <irefs. 

Drawers, boxes, and cabinets, were 

fearched in vain; and then her vexation 
amounte;d to abfolute uncafincfs. She 

pcrfcclly recolleclcd having taken it off 

when !he retmred home from p:1y1ng 
her 1Ji1 vifi.t; and the more fl1e reflected 

upon the fingularity of the circum­

Jlance, the more fhe was bewildered in 

doubt, [ufpicic;n, and alarm. Her fer­

vat1.ts had lived with her thirteen and 

fourteen years, 1nd their fi<lelity had 

heen frequently put to the teft. Ptkin 
I ~ hod 
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had never but once deceived her; and 
of what ufe could a braceltt be to a 
child of her tender age? Charlotte {he 
believed to be cap;ible of a thoufand fly 
tricks, bm th~n fame interefl:ed motive 
actuated their praclice. 

Not knowing how to aa, and com­
pletely mortified at the lors of what f11e 
con!idered fu very eflimable, l\1rs. Ca­
vendi (h at length refoh1ed to ha,•e it 
cried, conceiving the might be m1ftaken 
in her opinion of havi11g had it atter 
her return from 1\lr. Fowler's, and 
that it m: ght h.r:e been dropped in the 
\Vay hor r. e. 

The jeweller was ftanding at the fhop 
door as the crier announced the lofs, and 
defcribc:d lhc manner in which the pic­
ture i, as painted, and the form in which 
it was for. Ex~mining the one he had 
purchafc.d, and pcrcci v ing that it ex-

H 2 ~ afl1 y 
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acl!y corref ponded with the crier's de­

fcription, he immediately informed him 

of the manner in which he had obtained 

it, and both exp reffed their fuf pi~ion of 

Pekin's d1fhonefiy, as they jufily obferved, 

fhe could not have lived ten years in 

.Mrs. Cavendifh's houfe, without know: 

ing the picture \\·as her property. -

The jeweller and the crier agreed to 

go together, and inform l\tfrs. Caven-. 

difh by what means the piclure had come 

into the poffeffion of the former, and 

requeil a reimburfement of the guinea 

he had paid, in addition to the reward 

proclaimed by the crier. 

Mrs. Cavendifh and Ivfatilda were 

jufl gone out to pay a morning viiit, 

when the men arrived, but 1\1rs. Roper 

and her daughter were fitting in the par­

lour, and faw them pafs the window. 

" There's the crier and l\!Tr. Martin 
hare 

' ,., •• I 

. •' 
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h:we both rung at the gate together," ex­

claimed Mrs. Roper, " and I'll lay my 
life we fhall hear fome tidings of the 
bracelet.'' 

" I hope 'H'e /hall, I'm fore," faid Pe­
kin; "for it will make my dear god­
mama very happy." And f,.) faying, fhe 
was going to run uut of the room, to in­
quire whether their expectations were 

likely to be realized. 

" Stop, you little forward chit,'' faid 
Mrs. Roper, catching her by the fhoul­
der, and pufhing her ·with violence to 

the other end of the room, " I believe 

I am as much interefl:ed in your DEAR 

' GODM A MA'S property as you are, and 
much more capable of evincing it.''­
So faying, fhc bounced out of the room, 

leaving the child petrified with afl:onifh­
ment anp drowned in tears, whilll Char­

lotte fat malicioufly fmiling at the fuc-

H " cefs .) 
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cefs of her_ invention, and the accom­

plilhment of her fcheme. 

In lefs than five minutes Mrs. Roper 

re-entered, followed by the jeweller and 

the crier, and in a voice half choked 

with rage, exc1ai med-" You vile, 

wicked, ungrateful huffiy ! is this the way 

you requite my poor fifter's kindnefs? 

v\t hat! rob her of the moil: valuable 

thing fhe poffeffed on earth, and then, 

with the art and hypocrify of an old of­

fender, pretend to be going out to in­

quire after the very thing you knew you 

had firfl: jiolm, and then fold! but l fee 

through your tricks, you baggage, I 

do: yuu was fearful your countenance 

would betray your guilt, and you ,., ifhed 

to get out of the room to hide it. But 

where is the guinea yoll received from 

Mr, Martin? Give that to me this 

moment, you abandoned, wicked hi,jfcy !'' 
. W l1ilfl 

, 
~ 

fpt 
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vVhilfl: Mrs. Roper was uttering this 

volley of abufe, the unfortunate child 

had involuntarily dropped upon her 

knees; and the moment that lady ceafed 

fpeaking, fhe protefled her innocence of 

the crime that was alledged ag;1infi her 

with all the eloquence that confcious reaz'­
tucfe could inf pirc. 

" Come, come, child," faid 1\1r. 

~1artin, " don't add the fin of lyin;; 

to thofe you have already committed; 

but confejs what you have done with the 

mcney, and likewife what induced you 

to commit fuch a wicked acl:ion." 

"Aye, aye, come, Pekin, (for I fop­

pofe one need not be \·ery nice, and Mifs 
yr;u over'') faid the crier; " be a good 

girl, and tell the whole truth to Ma­

dam, an<l mayhap that may m::ike her 

plead for you to Madam Cavendifh; 

for you are but ~ young t~ing, God 

knows; 
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kno1"1s; and that makes one feel fome 

fort of marcy for you : but if you once 

comes to be obfiinate, and paiftjt in ~;·ing, 

why then you'll have no frimd to f pake a 

kinJ ·word for you." 
~' lndet'd-indeed," replied poor Pe­

kin, a1mof1: fuffocated ,vith the violence 

of her grief, " I know no more about 

the picture than you <lo; and as to a 

guinea, I never had fuch a thing in my 
·1. ~ .1te. Oh pray, dear gentlemen,'' fhe 

cor.tinued, " pray don't let my god­

mama think fo hardly of me. Oh! I 
ih:1.I die. if fhe thinks I could do fuch 

<1 wickt'd thi n6.'' 

"' 'I/ in:b !" exclaimed Mrs. Roper, 

' { fhe ' {hall more than think, I affure 

yo·i, for {he foall kmw it this moment, 

1 pro.nite you ;-yes, and your friend 

I\1rs. Fo\-, !er, and all the /1Jv.m jhrill 

• \ ~ -l'h{J it." So faying, rnc turned towards 

the 

1: 
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the door, with an intent of putting her 

threats into execution. 

Frantic with terror, and agonifcd 

with dread, the wretched fuppliant 

caught her by the gown, and in the mofl: 

moving accents befought her pity. It 
was with the greatefl: difficulty that her 

hands were feparated from Mrs. Ro­

per's drapery, who, the moment fhe felt 

herfelf at liberty, ran out of the room, 

dcfiring the crier to remain there, and 

watch the little wretch. 

l\1rs. Cavendiih was j ufl: informing 

Mrs. Fowler of an amiable trait in her 

god-daughter's conduct, when Mrs. 

Roper entered, and in a tone of mani­

fcfl: pleafure and exultation exclaimed­

" !Fell, ftjler ! I believe you allow I 
arp a trne prophttefs !-A fine kettle of 

fi(h this is! but, however, 'tis only what 

l ha,•e long e:i:peEled-long expeEled, I af-

+ , fure 
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Jure you, Mrs. Fowler,'' faid lhe, turn­
ing, and addrefling herfelf to that lady : 
and fhe then related the whole circum­
flance with fuch exaggerations as fhe 
thought mofl: calculated to call forth her 

fifier's indignation. 

l\frs. Cavcndifh lifl:ened to the recital 

v,rith a. mixture of pain, regret, and 
ai1onifi1mcnt, whilfl: poor Matilda burfi 
j,,to an agony of tears, and be.fought her 
n:iama not to condemn poor Pekin, 
withou~t c:llo"ving her an opportu~1ity of 

cndcavo:1f-ing to cxculpati: J,njelf. 
" That i11c can ne·ver do, my beloved 

girl," replied .l\.1rs. Ca, endi(h ; " the 
' .:;rcum1b11(:CS arc too flrong againfl her: 

~.ml I would really fparc rnyfolf the 

mortification of behul<ling hc:r coll!ri­
tiGn and rcmorfc, becaufe an aBion of 
this kind proves to me they ,vould not 

he pcrm;mcnt. Poor lofl: child J '' foe 
con-
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continued, " I declare I am more dif­
tre!fed at the idea of what a dreadful 
end fhe mufl: come to, than I am at my 
own dijappointment. \Vhat to do with 
her I know not; and it will require 
fome time for me to reflect upon the befl: 
method to adopt. In my houfe fhe mufl: 

""·· not flay, even until I have refolved upon 
her future dejlination." 

" Let her come to me,'' faicl Mrs. Roi 
per; " for though the idea .of opening 
my doors to a ccnjinned thief, is not the 
ple::ifantefi thing in the \-vorld, yet to 
oblige you, my dearcfi fifler, l would 
fubmit to any inconvenience." 

" You are very good," replied Mrs. 
Cavendiib ; " but I know Charlotte's 
aver.fion to the poor child too well to al­
low her an opportunity of infulting her ; 
for though fhe is fallcn, fhe mufl not be 
trampled upon.'' 

' 
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" I will take her," faid Mrs,. Fow­

ler ; " an_d Clark f11all go for her the 

back way, and by that means, my dear 

friend, you will avoid the interview you 

feem to dread." 

vVhen Clark arrived at Mrs. Caven­

diib's, !he was a~onifhed at the tale that 

met her ear,· yet foon began to think 

with the refl: of the fervants, that there 

was forne artifice at the bottom, and 

that poor little Pekin would be proved 

innocent at laft; they therefore em­

braced the child with tendernefs, and 

pretending that her godmama had fent 

for her to Mrs. Fov,•ler's, eafily perfuad­

ed her to accompany Clark; but had {he 

imagined {he was to return no more, not 

any thing but force "ould have made her 

quit the houfe. 

\tVhen Mrs. Fowler informed her that 

£he was to refide with her until her be-· 
nefaclrefa 
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nefachefs could think of fome p}a:n for 

her future fupport, her' grief was fo cx­
ccj]ive, and ber expreilions of innocence 
fo fl:rong, that I\1rs. Fowler began to 

doubt tbe truth of the circumfrance that 

l1ad been all edged aga1nfi her, and her 
worthy huiband went to the jeweller, to 
1nqu·1re particulars. 

The man's account increafed his fuf­
picion, and at all events he was deter­
mined to fee the girl who had fold the 
bracelet ; with much difficulty he difco­

vered her abode, and by the united aid of 
threats and promifes, foon drew from 
her the intelligence he wanted: then 
fending his fen·ant for a poflchaife, he 
infifted upon her accompanying him 
back that evening to Kingfl:on. He or­
dered the pofiilion to drive to Mrs. Ro­
per's lodgings ; but not finding her at 
home they followed her to tvirs. Caven-

1 difh 's 
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d. fh's houfe. As foon as he alighted 

frou1 the carriage, he took his comp'.1-

nion by the arm, aml \, itl,out w~iting 

tu h~1ve his n:imc announced, ,YalkC:d 
n ,, . h , , 

u11expeLLCC.'.' 11Ho t .e orawing-rocm. 

" It is rather a late hour, i\1a<lam;" 

faid he, " 10 introduce> ...,_ : -,,::cc,, v:•fi­

tor; but when JrtfpiCI(jn can be rnnr;ved, 

an<l guilt det, ..clcd, I think we have no 

-right to a/lend lo ccrcmGll)'• '' TheP.., 

t.larting- a fierce look at Ivlrs . Rocer-
~ . 

" As to yo11, Madam," faid he, •' in­

i'ro ... :;Ji;.,11 is 11miecejjarJ, as this young 

woman is your old crqztairtance." 

Unable to fupport the t xpecled ex­

pbr.ation, fhc arofe from her feat, and 

. atc!i;rw Charlotte by the hand, faid-
.::, 

" Come, child, let ll5 quit this hated 

hoLfe, where \\'C have all our liYes re­

~=~· red ,',tjult and neglect:" fo faying, 
{he 

I ., 

r.. 

f' ' 
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fhc bounced ont of the room, leaving 
l\1rs. C.:vendifh p~trificd with aflonifh- , 

mcnt. 

1\fr. Fov,rler then m::<le a brief recital 
\ . 

of the circumfbnces that have been rc-

'htcd, which were conobor:itcd by rnc 
girl's tcitimony; who decla red, fl1e 
"ould r.ot h.1vc t::ikcn the piB:ui-e for 
twenty half cr11.i ns, in!1e::.d of one-, 
could {he h::\·c kno\';11 tLc \\ ickcdnds of 
the plot. 

I\,[r. Fowl~r c(1uld k1rdly diffi1ude 
lvirs. C1vcndifh frorr. ;cin.; r!-.tt ni);t ,to 

1 ·~ • ' r f ··r . t.1c rc(.ory, ior t r.c p11rr,c11.. ) re ~on:ig 

her beloved l_!od-,:"ugh.":: to th p;acc ih•: 

ha l fo:mc;iy .~e1d i.1 her afrt.'C~ iN~~-, :rnd 
ll .ro,··c ,.:r 1 - ♦ '):c1o··'.· t 1: •' ,,, ..... n'Ot"l';l,,;. - • • - J • l "- '- J, '- i:'-- i • \.. 4 \.. ,. ~ \o ~ • .t • • 

0 -

D1e preITu! h!.r to her bafom, ~nd ex'-

prdfod her con~ern fo:- the inji.!flicc 111c 
}•"•l do 1 c 1

' ·•1.t1l'1 p'.·o; ; -,,J ''C\ e'" .,,,. ;11 ...... .,,. .1,"' .. ,1' "' . ....... 1• ... "4!:,• , 
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to be biaffed by the infinuations of the 

artful, or the invention of the intercfied. 

Little Pekin's joy was as vi9/ent as her 

grief, and the tears ihe {hed at being re­

fl:ored to her god-mamma's favour, were 

nearly as abundant as thofe which acc01:1-

panie<l her difgrace. Matilda's happinefs 

was equally .fincere ; and, to complete 

their felicity, a letter was delivered to 

Mrs. Cavendifh, informing her that l\1rs. 

Roper had taken a final leave of King­

fion, and intended refiding ,.,·ith her el­

der brother, ,vhere !he ex peeled to receive 

the payment of her annuity. 

FILIAL 

r 
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- . 
ON a tc1npefi.uous ni,.,,~1t, in the drc;Jry • 
m: ,nth of r\:cemhcr, !::i1r George Crif­
forcl~s· attcnti•m w~s withdrawn frr;m t::..: 
fictitious woes of the hc;·o:lll, of a L ·ell r­
it e ro1rnmcc, \' hich h:.:: "·.1-; thtn r(.rn-
- 1 h ' rr · · , 1:r.~, ov t c rc~l! to:1c o, illf)1 ,11ea'.1cn ;,;.u lJ "'' 

... i !I 

- diLrcfa. . ' 

fo--:h fo!(c; ,•ih1c n,~tc;·ials, that it v,:as ,., 
irnprdfi.:d ,-.. ith pity hy the voice of for-
r ow "Dlt' r1· •, r, :,.,.,. ~h .. b, I1 \· ·=t 1• ·1" .,.r,,r" :'-' ) l~1.a.1::;it..l1rr.., ~ \f fa, ·•• !! ,._ 

of violc'lcc., he dcfire: the budcr ,, ou ,i 
t.i ke a Lnt .... ;·n antl <liC ... ovcr whence the 
f l I ouna~ proc~edccl. 

The m:i:1 ob!'ycd, ~ml rcturn~,l in :'\ 
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few minutes, leacEng in a n:nerabic 

Iooki1;g figure, whore \vhitcnc<l lo ks 

feemed to claim ref peel, and whole ex­

treme dilhefs demanded fympathy: b;g 

drops of forrow rolled copioufly db,vn 

his aged cheeks, and deep groans iffue<l 

from his labouring bofom ! 

'' My venerable friend," faid the 

amiable Sir George, taking the old m:rn ·s 

withered hand, " your misfortunes, I 

fear, have been of an ajfli8ive kind; b1!t 

here, be affured, you !hall find a !heltt;r 

from them. Compofc your forro\\ s, 

reftrain your griefs, and lc:irn to bp\•t 

fubmiffively to the will of Heaven !'' 

" Generous {hanger!'' replied the · 

old man, endeavouring to cl1eck the ri-

- fing figh that budl involuntarily from 

his tortured breafl:: " how much ~m I 

· indebted to your hofpitality, and how 

s:rreatly am I comforted by your com-

., paffion ! 

,,,. 

.. • 

l 

A 



yaffion ! my woes, indeed, are heavy 
:and oppreffive ; bccaufe the hand that 
·wounds, ought to have {hieldcd me from 
them ! but for your benevolenc~, the 
lamp of life, which nature iliortly mufl 
extingui!h, had been put out by accident ; 

, for having ·wandered out of my path, 
and not being able to difccrn ~y way, 
I had inevitably ,•.-alked into the pond, 
not far difiant from the houfc, had not 
my dog's fagacity difcovered the ·water, 
and his fidciitf inu11 c~d L;in to fnatch 
m(:: from. it hy t 

1
1C flap of my C,Jat. Stin 

11nable to p~rcciv ... mi danger, yLt con­
vinced l ,. as furrounded hy it, I thought 
my only method of cfcaping ,vas to ut­
ter thof::: comr iaints which called forth l 

ynuy compafli<Jn, :!nd ha·,:e been the 
means of pr°'·ing · that Virtue and :Hu­
manity :-:re fiill refidents upon earth!" 

At the c ofc of tliis fpcc•.:h the poor 
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creature's firength f~emed quite exh:11:11-

cd, and, leaning his he::id upon his hand, 

be for fomc moments :1ppcarcd a:1for~ c. d 

_in thought. The butler in that time re­

entered "ith rcfrdhments, ,vhich Sir 

George prcffed his guefi to p:irta~e of, 

\,1 ith :rn urgency cf m~nner that would 

not fuffcr a refo fal; and v. hilfl fre ,·c;1cr~­

ble old man fatisfied the wants of nature, 

he exprcffod his gratitude to his amiable 

hofi in terms tk1t proved him of no 

common race. 

A bed ,vas ordered to be immccliately 

prepared ; and upon the 11:r:rnger's ex­

prdiing a wifl1 to begin the rehtion of 

his fl:ory, Sir George befought him to 

endeavour to compofe his f pirits, and 

leave the painful tafk to a future period. 

" You arc old, my good Sir," faiJ that 

eflimable man, " and I perceive ycu 

are unfortunate ; you need not, there-

forc, 

• 
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fore, wilh for fironger claims upon my 
campa.ffion, and I have only to affi!fe you 
that you may rely upon myfriendjhip." 

The old man's tears flowed afrefl1, 
though the channel which fupplied them 
had taken a different courfe ; and, after 
repeating his acknowledgments, and ex­
patiating upon the goodnefs of Heaven 
in directing his footfleps to the abode of 
.benevolence, he requefl:ed perm1ilion to 
retire to his own apartment, promifing 
to impart his hi!lory on the follovring 
morning. 

As it was Sir Georgc·s orders that the 
!hanger fhoulJ not be a\\;ake;,cd by any 
o1'truiive civility in the fervan ts, and as 
n:iturc ·was pe:fcB:ly exhauflcd !)oth by · 
ho..tily an, l mc:ntal exer t ions, lie ficpt 
frnmdly until pafl: n: nc o\:lock, a nd 1id 
not enter the brcakfail p.:i. rJ.our until S1r 

4 I• 

G cor0 e 
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George and his fon Edward had jufl 

finifhed their morning's repafl:. 

After the ufual falut:ltions of the &1y 

were over, ~nd Sir George had ma<le 

fomc freili tea for his ve!1crJ.ble guefl:, he 

dcfired his fon to quit the room, imagin­

ing the old man would not chorre to 

enter upon his fiory in the prdence of :i 

boy. 
But 1\.1r. Middleton (which w:is th~ 

{hanger's name) turning to Sir George, 

faid, " If I may prefmne to make a 

requeft, it is th~t 1our fon, Sir Georg(!, 

may h Lar tlJc flory of my rnisiortunes ; 

and mJ.y he," continued he, cbtping 111s 

hands, ~n I lifting up his C)lS to I·foa\ n, 

" be im preffe<l with an al.horn:ricc uf 

rhofe vices w 111ch have brou~ ht rr.e to 

my prcfcnt mifcry ! and,\ ·hilft be pities 

my mi fortunes, rn..iy his brc::n:: gio\'.' wi ,h 

jilz'al tcnderncfs, vi ncration, a.1 .... cJu · '" 
Ed .. ard 
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Edward, who foved a fiory vvith a 
greater degree of fondnefs than mofi: 
boys, heard the !hanger's requefi: with 
evident marks of fotisfacUon, ~nd ad­
drcffing his father in a tone of perfua­
£on, faid, " Do, I entreat you, papa, 
fufFer me to {by; I affure you I'll :fit 
quite ftill, and not interrupt the gentle­
man." 

"If I can give yen jlcafun, or afford ~ 

you infl,·ullion, my dear boy," replitd 
Sir George Clifford, " I :ilways expe­
rience fincere gratification in fo doing, 
and I hope vou will attend, to what you # ' 

hear with a refolution of endeavourin;; , 
to benefit by the 1elation .'·-Ed v. ar<l 
promifod to fulfil his father's \vifae .: , 
and as foon as the fcrvaI1t had taken away 
the breakfaft apparatus, Mr. Middleton 
began his hiflory in the follo" i ng ,Yords ~ 

TIIT:: 
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I A1VI the younger fan of an ancient 

and ref pe8ab1e family in tne north of 

England; and, as my father wifhed my 

elder brother to fupport the name with 

that degree of confequence vvhich had 

ever been attached to it, I was fent at 

an early age to try my fortune in th<:: 

EaH Indies. ~1 y mother died at giving 
:ne 

) 

di 
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me birth, and my father had three 
daughters by a fecond wife, who long 
before my departure from Engl-and had 
fo far attracl:ed his affecl:ion from the 
children of the f~nner marriage, that 
except for Frank, which was his eldeft . 
fan's name, he feemed to fed neither 
tendernefs nor anxiety. 

Upon my firft arrival in the Eafl: In­
dies, I generally recei\'ed a few lines by 
every packet ; but infl:ead of breathing 
the affection of a parent, or the folici­
tude of a friend, they merely contained 
a flight account of his health, &c. and a 
caution to be prudent in the management 
of my falary ; and in lefs than two years 
all intercourfe between us was fufpend­
ed; for though I wrote by every packet, 
I never received a line in the courfe of 
five-and.twenty years. 

In that period I had not only amaifed 

K a com-
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a comfortable, but a fplendid fortune ; 
and refolved to return to England for 
the purpofe of enjoying it. 1 had, un­
fortunately, remitted vafi fums to an 

eminent banker, and when I 3rrived in 
town, I bad the mortification of hearing 

th_at he had become a bankrupt about fix 

weeks before that period, and .that hun­
dreds were involved in the dreadful ruin. 

Happily I had fiill property enough re­
maining in my own hands to enable me 
to enjoy the comforts, though not the 
luxuries of life; but I refolved, before I 1 

fixed upon my future re!ling-place, to 
trace out my family without difclo!ing 
my real fituation. I therefore threw 
myfclf into the York pofl--coach, left 
my fcrvant at the inn, and in a fhort 
time reached the place of my nativity. 
My futher, I heard, had been dead fome 
years, and my brother Frank was in 

polfef- , 
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poffcffion of the efiate ; my other bro­
ther was alfo dead, and my mother-in­
law and her three daughters were all 
married and fettled in London. 

Middleton-hall is a large Gothic 
building, fituated in one of the moft 
beautiful, though remote parts of York­
fhfre, and about two miles difl:ant from 
a neighbouring town. As I was anxi­
ous to make trial of a relation's difpofi­
ticm whom I had not fecn for many years, 
I dreffcd myfelf particularly plain, hired 
a boy to carry a fmall leather trunk which 
contained my wardrobe, and walked 
anxioufly towards the hall. I was re­
ceived at the well-known gate by an im­
perious puppy, who, imagining by my 
appearance that I was fume needy depcn­
dar.t, would fcarcely inform me whether 
his mafl:er was at home : at length, with 
fome difficulty, I obtained the wi!hed-

K 2. for 
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for intelligence, and by begging and 

intreaty got myfelf announced as a per­

fon from India, who brought news of 

tonfequence ref peeling his brother. My 
reception from the mafier was fuch as 

I might have ex.Pecl:ed from· the ap­

pearance of the fervant£-haughty, in­

folent, and prefumptuous.-Our perfons 

were totally forgotten by each other, 

and therefore I gave a circurnfiantial d~ 

tail of the banker's failure, and my own 
misfortunes, without giving him a fuf­
p1c10n of my own identity, and coµ .• 

eluded by faying his brother was in Lon­

don, anxious to fold him to his fraternal 

bofom, and convinced that he would not 

only commiferate his misfortunes, but 

cn<lcavour to prevent him from fuffering 
by their weight. 

I · will not, my dear Sir, trefpafa 

upon your time, or wound your feelings~ 
by 

fun 

Ju 
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by relating my cruel brother's reply ; 
fuffice it to fay, it was inhuman as a re­
lation, and difgraciful as a man ;-and 
induced me to quit his abode, refolving 
never more to have any intercourfe with 
fo b:id a characl:er, though not before I 

' had difclofed my name, and the real 
jituation of my affairs. 

On my return to London, I faw a 
villa in Devonfhire advertifcd to be fold, 
and pleafed with the plan 1 became its 
purchafer. Soon after my efl:abli!h­
ment in my new abode, I became ac­
quainted with a neighbouring gentleman 
v:hofe family confifted of three daugh­
ters and four fans; the el<left of the 
former was at once attraclive, amiable, 
:rnd engaging ; and though there wa 5 fo 
great a dif parity in our years, I foon <lif­
co•;ererl that I had made an impreffion 
Ot! h;r heart: in fhort, Sir, we were 

K 3 very 
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- very foon married; and if perfect hap­

pinefs is to be met with on earth, I am 

the man who once enjoyed it !-Cruel 

revcrfe ! Dreadful viciffitude !-But I 
,. 

\"l'ill proceed with my narration without 

digreffion, or taking a retrofpeB: o~ my 

own misfortunes. 

In lefs than a twelvemonth after my 

marriage, my lovely Emily blefl: me 

with a pleuge of her affection, and my 

fc.licity was unbounded : but, alas! our 

jpy.s- . are of fhort duration, though our 

ti .iferics::re permanent! My loved Emily 

y;as fn:i.tched from me in the prime of 

life, at tl;c time our little darling mofl: 

w anted her maternal tendernefs. Mr. 

Gleverly, whic.h was her father's name, 

foo n followed the object of my affei:tion, 

~rnd the refl of the family removed tt> 

f:o n<lon. The fociety of my little Wil­

li:im w;.i.s at once a folace for my grief, 
and 

t: 
he 
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and an amufement for my mind; and 

my fondnefs increafed beyond the bounds 

of prudence. Naturally high~fpirited, 

he required rtjlraint; but my tendernefs 

was fo violent, I could not bear to fee 
him unhappy; his refemblance to his 

peloved mother increafed w~th his years; 

but, alas! how differ~nt were they both 

in nature and dif pofition ! To fend him 

to fchool was impoffible; I, therefore, 

engaged a gentleman as his tutoi: and in-:­

firuclor. The total unreflraint which 

had hitherto been put upon his inclina­

tions made him both daring and untraB:­
ablc, and in lefs than fix months th<; 

worthy man req ue!led to decline the of­

fice he had engaged in. At length by 
prornifes on my part not to interfere be­

tween him and his pupil, and the attracl­
ing charm of an increafed falary, Mr. . 
Per.iberton confented ,a remf\in an inmate 
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in a family, the head of which he muit 

both rity and defpife. His friendfhip 

for me, however, induced him to fl:ay 

until my fon had reached his fourteenth 

year, when the arrogance of his beha­

viour, and the infolencc of his conduct, 

abfolutely compelled him to refign the 

pofl:, and le:n-e his unthinking charge 

to the praclic.e of his m:r,•n devices, 

though not ,, ithout repeatedly conj11ring 

me to conquer my weaknefa, and fend 

in y fon to f chool ; prophetically point .. 

ing out the dreadful confequencc of my 

not doing it. 
Upon the departure of his preceptor, 

William's temper fubmittcd to no C(?n­

trol, and too late I felt my error. His 

perfon, I before obferved, was like hi s 

mother's; but to all the fenfibility of 

female foftnefs was united~ manly grace 

that at once attracted and delighted the 
beholder. 

t: 
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beholder. Oh ! how often have I gazed 
with parental fondnefs on the beauteous 
falfe deception, until I imagined a form 
fo {triking, and a face fo manly, could 
never be capable of an at! of bafenefs ! 

Amidfi: the various atnufements .which 
my fan was fond of as he grew up, 
dancing bore the greateft pre-eminence ; 
and there was not an affembly within 
twenty miles round that he did not make 
a point of confbntly frequenting. The 
graces of his perfon, and the excellence 
he had attained in that accomplifhment, 
rendered him an univerfal favourite with 
the ladies ; and, in addition to his other 
follies, was the means of infpiring him 
with vanity and conceit. 

\Vithin a few miles of our refidence 
li\·ed a Scotch earl, whofe pride and 
poverty were equally confpicuous; and 
ihe e~de~ daughter of this great perfon. 

age, 

I 
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age, forgetful of her noble blood, deaf 

. to her father's fl:rong remonfi-rances, and 

Iofl: to a fenfe of female delicacy, pro­

pofed to my fon (whom fhe ha<l fre­

quently danced with at different balls) 

an elopement to Scotland. 

Elated at the f pirited propofal, and 

delighted at the prof pelt of marrying a 

title, my headfirong, unthinking boy, 

eagerly grafped the f plendid phantom, 

and making a variety of excufes for re­

quiring a large fupply of money, fet off 

in a chaifc and four the following morn­

ing, without giving me the flightefi idea 

of the dcfirultive fcheme he was going 

to adopt. The young lady had been 

more explicit ; for a letter left upon 

her dretling table informed her father, 

that unable to conquer the firength of 

her attachment, and convinced that !he 

ihould never obtain his concurrmce, fhc 
had 
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had refolved to pleafe her eye, though 
fhe might lower her confequence. 

The old earl, imagining I had been 
privy to this tranfacHon, fent me a let­
ter full of invecl:ives ; upon the receipt 
of which, I not only explained my to­
tal ignorance of the affair, but pro­
mifed to make fuch an eft:ablilhment for 
my fon, as lhould enable him to fupport 
his wife in perfect gentility. Softened 
by my conciliating letter, and convinced 
he was unable to give his daughter any 
fortune, his Lordfhip called to apologize for his petulance. 

In a few days the young people re­
turned, and Lady Lnty was introduced 
23 the wife of my beloved William. I 
forgot to mention, that a few years after 
the death of my Emily, the banker, who 
had been in poffeffion of fo large a !hare 
of my property, was, by the death of a 

difiant 
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difiant relation, heir to an e!late of a 

vaft amount, and had jufi:ice and gene­

rofity enough to vefi: ten thoufand pounds 

in the funds in my name, by way of 

cornpenfation for the loifes I had fuf­

tained. 
This furn I fettled immediately upon 

my fan, with permiffion to confider my 

houfe entirely as his own, referving to 

myfelf t\,\'O feparate apartments, and 

retaining my old fervants, chufing fiill 

to be confidere<l as their mafi:er, 

My daughter-in-law foon proved that 

fue thought me rather an intruder in my 

own family; and as to my fon, I never 

faw him but at the hour of dining. 

Pleafure, gaiety, and diffipation, occu­

pied the time of both ; and the little af. 

feclion he once felt for his father, was 

converted into neglccl:, indifference, and 

fcorn l . 
Several 

ien 
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Several months paffed tediot,1ily away, 
whilft grief and age feemed jointly to haf­
ten the approach of that period which 
was to end my farrows-when a fudden 
tranfition took place in the conduct of 
my fon and daughter ; - indifference was 
converted into kindnefs, and neglect 
into zeal and attention. The fatisfac­
tion which this altered mode of conduct 
conveyed to my mind produced a vifible 
effecl upon my health, and I feemed to 
have taken a new leafe of life. 

In one of thofe confidential converfa­
tions which filled my breafi: with glad-· 
ncfs, my fon expreffed a defire of mak­
ing fame alteration in the houfe, and, 
after a little embarraffment, intreared 
me to let him be con!idered as the mafi-er 
of it, as it would fave me the trouble 
of looking into the domefi:ic concerns. 

Unable to refufe a reque.ft of one I 
L 

loved 
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]oved fo tenderly, I put him in poffef­

feffion of what he required, and in an 

evil hour rendered myfelf dependant 

upon him for the means of exi!l:ence. ' 

Whilfi: the deeds were drawing up for 

this fatal purpofe, both Lady Lucy and 

himfelf doubled their attentions; but 

no fooncr were they completed, and they 

were in full poffcilion of my efiate and 

· property, than the m:lfk dropped, and 

I awoke to ,.vretchednefs. The firfi 

fiep of filial authority which my un­

grateful fon took upon himfelf, was to 

<lifchargc my faithful Trincard, a fellow 

whom 1 had brought from India, under 

pr~rtce that he was too old to render 

me any fervice, and too bigotted to my 

interefl, to wi01 well to his prefent maf-

ter's. 
To defcr!be the various methods th;it · 

,,vcre a<loptc<l to degrade and humble me, 
, 1S 

" 
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is impofiible ! at Itngth, worn with grief, 

a prey to mif~ry, and the viB:im of mif­

guided affeclion, I rtfolved to quit an 

abode which was rendered the feat cf 

wretchedne,fs, and endeavour to trace 

out the connexions of my long-loft 

Emily. For this purpofe I fet out on 

Friday morning, intending, if poffible, 

to walk to London : (for fince the un­

fortunate day that I gave my property 

out of my own hands, I have never re• 

ceived a fixpence from my worthlefs 

fon, and half a guinea is the amoupt of 

my purfe )-I had imagined I could 

reach the neighbouring town, when 

night overtook me, and Providence di­

reeled me to this hof pi table abode.­

" And now, young gentleman," faid 

Mr. Middleton, turning to Edward~ 

'' you have heard a leffon to caution. 

you againfl dijobedimce; and if ever yqu 

L 2 feel 
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feel a repugnJnce to fulfil the injunc­

tions of your amiable parents, think of 

my misfortunes, and the mifery I have 

endured, and check the impulfe of dif­

ref peB: and difo!)edience. Vice is a plant 

of a regular and progreffive growth, and 

never rifes by fudden tranf1tions-tlop 

it as it firft appears, or the peftilential 

weed corrupts the foil, and totally def1roys 

the tender bud of vi; tue.',-Here his 

emotions checked his proceeding, and 

he burfi into a flood of tears. 

" I have to thank you, my dear Sir,', 

faid Sir George, " for a tale which has 

both roufed my indignation, and called 

forth my compafiion; but if the footh­

ings of friend{hip can in any meafure 

compenfate for the lofs of fili .. d affec­

tion, , that confolation you may folly 

claim ; my houfe, my purfe, and my 

fervants, are at your command ; and 
here 
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here you rnufi fpend the refidue of your 
days: confider me as your fon, your 
brother, or your friend, and in all thofe 
capacities you will find me ready to 
prove my fincerity, and evince my efieern . 

t 3 THE 

'\ 
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AMIABLE BROTI--IERS; 

OR, Tl!~ 

IN HA B IT ANTS of the TO JV E R. 

. . 

F ORSAKEi.:: hv her friends, neglca­

ed by her fam1' J, l loft to c\'ery facial 

enjoyment, tl e H<\ • Mrs. Montgomery, 

at the age >f i/·-t:-and-twenty, retired 

frot the w ~, la with two lovely boys, 

• ~ rl became the inhabit::mts of a fo1itary 

wer, . which was fi.tuatecl in one of the 

moil r~mantic parts of Scotland. This 

toWP.r, which for years had been falling 

rn ecay, had often attrallcd her ob-
fervation 

0. 

ob 

ft! 

ft t· 
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fervation and attention, when parties of 

pleafare had been formed from Lord 

Macdonald's feat, to view the wonderful 

waterfall of Coralin, which, daihing 

over precipices more than an hundred 

feet high, was at once an object of won ... 

der and fublimity. 
Lord Macdonald was one of thofe 

rigid fathers who falfely imagine that to 

obtain re/pell they muil pratbfe aujle­

rity, and who, felf-corivinced of his own 

fopremacy, would no+ fuffer any part of 

his family to difpt1-1.c H The unfortu­

nate Lady Macuonairl h'. l 100 often felt 

the inutility of atterr,riti116 o oppofe hie; 

will, to perfevere in a med\! of coudu~ 

which was always attended with heart. 

felt mifery, and at length patiently fob 

mitted to her Lord's caprices, wi!hout 

prefuming either to repine at tbeir in­

jufi:ice, or murmur at their fevc·: 

In 
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In the fociety of her loved Louifa {he 

found an ~ntidote for her di!l:re{fcs, and 

a balm for her farrows ; and when en­

circling her lovely form within her ma­

ternal arms, would totally forget her 

own misfortunes. Beauty, which ought 

always to be confidered as a feconda,y 

(harm, Lo11ifa poffe!fed in an eminent 

degree ; but the perfections of her mind 

infinitely tranfcend~d thofe of her per­

fon ; for fhe was gentle, humane, libe­

ral, and benevolent. The accomplifh­

ments {he h;id acqmred wen: equal to 

the virtues fl1e polfoffed, and Glafgow 

refounded with the praifes of her per­

feB:ions. Lady NTacdonald, proud of 

poffeiling a daughter fo defervedly ad­

mired, anticipated the hope of feeing 

her united to a man who would value 

her for her merits, and love her for her 

virtµr; 
Far 

If: 

:·· .... •, 
'·. 
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Far different were the hopes and ex­
peclations of her Lord, who, difappoint­
ed in not having an heir to his ellate, re­
folved to marry his daughter to fome man 
of high birth, and remote pedigree ; 
that if ht: could not perpetuate his name, 
he might ex.alt his nobility; and the Mar­
quis ot Clydt-, a nobleman of immenfe 
po!leffions and high honours, "as the 
man defi:ined to become the hufband of 
his beauteous daughter. 

Had the l'v1arquis poffeffed one virtue, 
or acquired one accomplifhment, the gentle 
Louifa might not haYe thrunk with fuch 
an excefs of horror from her father's 
propofal ; but when !he compared the 
difgufl:ing manners of her future huf­
band, with the infinuating elegance of 
her cuufin Montgomery, her heart fick­
ened. at the comparifon, and fhe, who 
had never in the jlightefi infi:ance f're-

fumed 



11.8 THl". /\ MIABLE tR01 l!f.RS. 

f:mcd to dijpute her father's aut,hority, 

"entured to inform him that {he could 

ne·ver become Marchionefs of Clyde. 

At this intelligence his r3 ge and indig­

nation were unbounded; and Lady Mac­

donald, perceiving that it could never be 

appeafed but by her daughter's facrificing 

her prefent and future happinefs, by an 

union with a man {he defpifod, at length 

gave her confent to a private marriage 

with the objecl. of her afL:cl.ion, with 

whom fue immcdi ... tely quitted the king­

dom, and embarked for America, where 

he flattered hifofelf he could live much 

Lheaper than in England. 

Ten years of perfell blifs flew rapid­

ly away, in which time the amiable Mrs. 

I\.fontgomery became the mother of two 

lovely boys, and was indulging the hope 

of returning to England and obtaining 

the pardon of her enraged father, wh~n 
!he 
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ihe was defiined to fufiain the moft 

heart-rending misfortune ; for the object 

of her increlfing ten<lernefs was fudden­

ly fnatched from her by the violence of 

an epidemic difeafe; a_nd_ it was with 

the utmoft difficulty the lives of her 

children were prevented falling a facri .. , 

ficc to the fame fatal diforder. 

Two years previous to this unfortu­

nate event, Mrs. Montgomery received 

the melancholy intelligence of her be­

loved mother's death, by a letter from 

:1 houfekeeper who had reftded in the 

family five-and-twenty years; and at the 

fame time fl1e learned that her father 

was going to leave Scotland, though 

none.of the fervants knew where he in­

tended to refide. 

As foon at i\1rs. l\1ontgomery had dif­

pofcd of her effetls at Charldl:own, her­

frlf, two children, .1nd a female fcrvant, 

embarkec 
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embarked in the firfi: lhip that was bound 
for Scotland, where fhe arrived without 
the occurrence of any particular circum­
fiance during the voyage. All her en­
deavours to trace her father's refidence, 
or find out his abode, were fruitlefs ; 
her mind, naturally inclined to the pm-
jive cafi, became habitually melancholy; 
and the very cool reception fhe mer with 
from thofe perfons who had once been 
proud of her acquaint,ance, at length 
induced her to fix her abode in the ro­
mantic fituation I have before defcribed. 

Mrs. l\.1ontgomery was too tenderly 
attached to her children to fupport the 
idea of a feparation ; yet fhe was con­
vinced that they required more infiruclion 
than fhe was capable of affording them, 
( as 1\1alcolm had jufi: entered his eighth., 
and Duncan his feventh year) and fhe, 
therefore, engaged a young man, who 

had 

l, 
•• 
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\. 
\~;f[" 

.~I 
Pofire 

)fl lh 



it 

.. 
I 

THE AMIABLE BROTHERS. t21 

11ad been ufher in a capital fchool, as 
preceptor to them, and had the gratifica­
tion of perceiving that both their tnind9 
and manners were improved by his tui-­
tion. 

As Mr. Maclean's father and mother 
refided within twelve miles of the tower, 
he always paired Saturday and Sunday 
in their fociety, and returned to his pu­
pils on the Monday morning; and du- · 
ring his abfence Malcolm and his bro­
ther ufed to amufe themfclves by filhing· 
in the Clyde, and in vifiting the little 
hovels of the Scotch peafantry within 
the vicinity of their mother's dwelling,· 
to difhibnte to each fome proof of her 
liberality and fome mark of her bene­
,·olence. 

Although nothing could be more op­
pofite than the difpofition of the boys, 
yet there never were two brothers who 

M lived 
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lived in greater harmony, or more readily 

facrificed the~r o\·m inclinations for the 

fake of promoting each other's happinefs. 

Malcolm was grave, fiudious, and fond 

of folittJde; whilft Duncan was volatile, 

inJttentive, and delighted in variety ; 

yet as both poffdfed an uncommon fhare 

of good nature, they had more fatisfac­

tion in promoting each other's pleafores 

than in the g~at1fication of their own. 

Duncan would frequently lament the re ... 

tired life his mother had made choice of, 

~nd ~.nticipatc the happi nefs he ibould 

enjoy when old enough to be fcnt to the 

uni·~~rfity of Glafgo-..v, of which his tu­

tor informed him he was intended to be­

come a rnernber-\vhilft Malcolm \\'ould 

declare he had no greater idea of happi­

nefs than ·what he derived from the foci­

ety of two perfons fo tenderly belov,ed, 

in r 0 licdng the diflreffcs of his fcllow-
crea-

g 
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creatures, and in admiring the fiupcn­
<lous wor!.;:s of 1\Tature, which were fo 
wonderfully difpbycd around their dwd­
iing. 

1t was Iv1rs. Montgomery's con{bnt 
practice to enumerate the qualiti~s of 
her lamented hufband in the prefence oi 
the children, and to infpirc them vtith a 
wifh of emulating his virtues ; but their 
gr:1ndfather's name was never mentioned, 
neither had they an idea of his exalted 
rank. They were early taught to de­
f pife that grea!nefs which could only 
boafl: of hereditary difHnclion, and to 
confider fup~riority of /Jir,h as only enti­
tled to refpcd ,.,hen it was attended with 
-Jupcrior merit. "Tl e benefit of fociety," 
!he would often fay", " demanded the 

,introduclion of fuGordination ; but tli •-! 
human ·mind, feeling the influence 01 

i:.; o:'·n i:H!:p~ndence, fpurned the bond-
! ,I 2 age 
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age of opprejfive greatnefs-it may eafily 

be LED to bend to powtr, my beloved 

b~ys," faid that intelligent woman; 

" but it rebels at the bare idea of com­

punflion. If you would be loved and 

ref peeled by your dependants, let your 

conducl prove to them that you deferve 

it; and infl:ead of forcing them to the per­

formance of their duty, convince them­

that you are fen fib le of the fervices they do 

you, and in return endeavour to promote 

their happinefs : by that mode of beha­

viour you will find their zeal firengthen, 

their affection increafe, and their refpect 

amount nearly to veneration." 

Thefe precepts of kindncfs and bene­

volence were made doubly imprefiive by 

the force of example ; and nothiFlg but 

a naturally corrupted mind could have 

rendered the two Montgomerys unami­

able. Every thing they faw, every 
thing 

; 
' 
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thing they heard, was ultin-.ately cal­
culated to promote the love of vir­
tue ; and though their mother thought 
it neceffary to convince them that 
there was foch a thing as vice in the 
world, yet they wou1d lifi-cn to her ac­
counts of its practice, with an increclu­
lity of countenance that feerne<l abfo­
lutcly to indicate a doubt of its cxift­
cncc. 

As his pupils advanced in years, 1\tir. 
?\Lclcan faw the neccffity of intrcdu­
cing trem into that world of wh.ich they 
muft H10rtly become members, an,1 
pointed out to !\1rs. Montgomery the 
hazard they would run in being placed 
at College before they had acquired fome 
knowledge of mankind. " There is as 
much difference bctvvecn books and men, 
my dear Madam," he would fay, " as. 
there is between the inhabitants of on~ 

roun-
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country, and thofe of another; and it 

is abfolutely neceffary that your fons 

fhould become acquainted with both." 

Convinced of the propriety of thefe 

fentiments, Mrs. 1\,fontgomery was re­

folved to be guided by them, and taking 

a fmall houfe near the cathedral in Glaf­

gow, removed thither on the day Mal­

colm entered his fourteenth year. 

Although the boys had accompanied 

their tutor to Glafgow in two or three 

vifits which he had paid his brother, 

(who was one of the canons of that an­

cient cathedral) yet their time was fo 

fhort, that they were unable to gratify 

their curiofity by a furvey of a place 

that appeared to abound with wonders ; 

~very thing, therefore, was new ; every 

thing was afi:onifhing ; and the variety 

of queflions which were put to their 

piother and tutor, proved at once the 
fimpli-

p'. 
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fonplicity of their minds, and that thirfl: 
for information which Nature has im­
planted for the wifeft: purpofe. 

Although it was contrary to Mr. 
Maclean's interefi that his pupils iliould 
be fent to fchool, yet he firenuou!Iy ad­
vifed Mrs. Ivlontgomery to that mode of 
con<lucl ; an~ at length it was agreed 
that they fhould pafs their mornings witb 
lVIr. Ivfacnamara, who kep~ an eminent 
academy, and the afternoons fhould be 
devoted to receiving the private inftmc­
t1on of 1\1r. Maclean, whom Mrs. lVIont­
gomery perfuadecl to ~e1i1ain as part Qf 
her family. 

U pan entering the fchool, where not 
lefs than ninety boys were affembled, 
Malcolm at firfl: felt rather emb:uraffed; 
but the natural freedom of Duncan's 
manners made him perfectly eafy upon 
the occafion. They were foon called up 

10 
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to be examined by Mr. Macnamara, that 

he might judge in what clafs they ought 

to be placed, and the perfccl: eafe with 

which they anfwered his interrogations, 

and ~heir very great forwardnefs both in 

the Greek and Latin languages, pro­

cured them not only an eminent fitua­

tion, but immediate attention from many 

boys much bigger than ;hemfelves. The 

facility with which they performed their 

exercifes, and the eafe "" ith which they 

learned their tafks, frequently induced 

the other boys to apply to their affiHance, 

and the Montgomerys became univerfal 

favorites. 

The firfi thing that called forth Mal­

colm's afionifhment, and roufed his in­

dignat ion, was the feeing a boy go to 

his fchoolfellow's defk, and fcribblc an 

exercife all over, which he had jufl: com­

pleted, whilft he went to the other end 

of 
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of the fchool to deliver a meifage Mr. 
Macnamara had fent to one of the ufhers. 

" Why have you done that?,, faid 
Malcolm to the boy, whofe name was 
Campbell ; " for furely it is a very ill­
natured trick."-" He deferves ten times 
worfe," replied the bay ; " for he's 
what we call a Larum, and is hated by 
the whole fchool/' 

" A Larum !" faid IVIakoim, " I 
don't undedl:and the meaning of the 
word; but if he has done you an injury, 
why don't you refent it openly? furely 
that would be more manly." 

" More manly, •perhaps ;" '' replied 
the boy, "but lejs prudent; for he would 
certainly tell the ufhers of me, and is 
too great a coward to fight his own bat­
tles-and Larum's a nic1~ -name for tell­
talt, and he's the greateO: in the fchool. ,, 

The truth of this account was in­

fiantly. 



I . 

130 THE AMIABLE BROTHEF, S. 

fiantly authenticated by the boy's re­

turning to the defk, perceiving the rnif­

chief that had been done during his ab­

fence, and taking the paper up to his fa ­

vourite champion the u!her, who bluf­

tered violently about the fchool, and de­

clared he would punifh every boy in it, 

rct,ther than not difcover the author of fo 

malicious a contrivance. 

As foon as fchool was ended, the boy~ 

always retired to the play-ground, and 

the Montgomerys generalJy accompanied 

them ; and one morning, after they had 

been about ten days members of the fo­

ciety, they were invited by Campbell, 

to join him in a fcheme of robbing the 

}lot-houfe of their next door neighbour, 

who, though it was only the latter end 

of fpring, they ,vcre informed had plen!J 

of ript fruit. 
!' ~b his hot-houfe !" exclaiµied 

Ma! -

'\\ 
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lv!alcolm, fcarcely crediting what he: 

heard.-" \\That ! Steal the fruit ! '' 
faid Duncan, in equal amazement : 

" why, do you know you run tRe hazard 
cf being hanged; and befides, that it is 
breaking the eighth commandment.'" 

" Breaking the eighth fiddlefiick/' 
replied Campbell ; " I tell ye what ; 
when you have known old Sanderfon as 

long as I have, you'll not think of the 
~ighth or the ninth commandment either ; 
for he's alw:iys telling our maficr fame 
tale about the boys, and has had five or 

fix. feverely flogged; it is not that we 

want the fruit, only we know the old 
dog prides himfclf upon it, and has 
faved it all for a grand feaft which he 
is going to give the heads of the <;allege 
to-morrow-fo come, and be enlijled, 
and make one of our party.'' 

·Twas in vain for Malcolm or Dun­

can 
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can to remonflrate ; for the plan was 
arranged in fpite of all the arguments that 
either their fears or their principles fug­
gefied, and they went home to dinner, 
fhocked at fuch an infiance of early de­
pravity. Malcolm was peculiarly grave, 
and Duncan feemed to have loll: his 
wonted fpirits. Pained at obferving 
this fudden change, Mrs. Montgomery 
tcn~c.rly in .1ired into the caufe, but 
cot1 j not ob,ain any fatisfactory reply; 
at length being earnefily prelfed by their 
indulgent mother they revealed it, de­
claring they could never be happy a! 
fchool if the boys were in the habit of 
~tling with fo little principle. 

Mrs. Montgomery applauded their 
fe11timents, but gave them to underfiand, 
that the wanton pranks of an unthinking 
boy deferved not the fevere epithet of 
want of principle; and at the fame time 

told 

I 'J 

,, 



'l"HE AMIABLE BROTHERS. 133 

told them, that retaliation ought to be a 
fchool boy's motto, for that they made it 
a rule never to fuffcr an injury without 
returning it with four-fold intereft. 

" But pray, Mamrna,'' faid Duncan, 
" is not that very wicked?"-" I fhould 
for their fakes, my love," replied Mrs. 
Montgomery, " hope it is not very 
wicked, though it certainly mufi be al­
lowed to be very wrong ; but a fchool · 
boy's vices generally proceed from want 
of rejleElion, and are tl1erefore much 
more excufable than a premeditated 
crime." 

The boys had arranged their plan 
with fo much method, and executed it 
with fo much lkill, that the whole hot­
houfe was {hipped of its contents, and 
two of the finell: apricots were next day 
prefented to the Montgomerys, who 
fircnuou!ly refufed the offer, alleging, 

N that 
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that as they were not fharers in the dan­

ger, they had no reafon to be partakers 

of its reward-though in facl: their real 

reafon was, that they confidcred them 

as flolen roods, an<l were refolved net to 

ihare them. 

J ufl: as fchool was ended, and the 

boys had entered the play-ground, l\1r. 
!v1acnamara's fervant paffed, " Well! 

what's the befl: news with you, Tho­

mas?'' faid one of them.-" I know of 
none that's good;'' replied the fellow.­

" Do you know of any that's bad?'' 

faid the fame boy.-" Yes, bad enough, 

Sir; for poor Ben, Doctor Sandcrfon's 

gardener has been taken up on fuf picion 

of having robbed his mafier's hot-houfe, 

and fold the fruit.'' 

Camphell, who had ju!l joined them 

ns this intelligence was communicated, 

turned as pale as death, and catching 
l\Li l-

t1ed 

Thur 
befo,, .. 
·' . ic•11 
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Malcolm by the arm, Jed him away to 
another part of the pby-ground, and 
afked liis advice how he ought to act. 
Thumas's intelligence foon fpread, and 
before Malcolm could give his opinion, 
the three other boys who had been con­
cerned in the theft joined Campbell in 
equal trepidation. 

One \ 2.s 1or fending by a porter a fuf­
ficicnt furn of money to pay for the 
fruit, with a letter to the ol\l doctor, 
alfuring him of his fervant's innocence. 
Another was for foliliting a friend to go 
to the jufl:ice who had committed the 
gardener, and get him on their lidc ; 
and a third Wa::; of opinion that his fa.­
ther "'ould take the man to live with 
him as foon as he was out of confine­
ment, and that they might eafily make 
up money enough between them for the 
p.urpofe ~f fupporting him comfortably 

' N 2 whilft 
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whilft he was in prifon-but all thefe 

plans Malcolm difapproved, and a<lvifed 

them to wait upon the old man, acknow­

ledge the crime, and intreat the poor 

gardener might immediately be liberated. 

This was at fir£!: oppofed, and all de­

clared they would as foonface a tyger. 

At length it was agreed that Mr. Mac­

namara ihould be made acquainted with 

the whole affair, and Ivfalcolm was 

jntreatLd to undertake the office. Every 
thing that could be faid in rn1tigat10n of 

the crime he thought of faying, and Mr. 

Macnamara heard him with much more 

calmnefs than had been expected. He 

ordered the boys into clofe confinement, 

and then waited immediately upon his 

crabbed neighbour, who infifl:ed that all ' 

the boys that had been concerned in the 

t heft ihould immediately be expelled.­

T hat demand Mr. l\.1acnamara informed 
hlm 

fin 
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him could not be complied with, but he 
promifed they fhould all be feverely pu_ .. 
nijhed.-Upon finding he could not have. 
the fatisfacl:ion he dcmanded.,_the old man 
began abu.fing the fchoolmafter, declaring 
he was an incendiary, and h~d aclually 
been at the bottom of the plan. 

This unt.:nerited impertinenc~ pro­
voked Mr. Macnamara fo completely~ 
that he protefted he would not punitb a 
fingle boy in the fchool, and, returning 
home, gave them immediate liberty, 
but defired them all to affemble in the 
fchool. He there entered into a long 
differtation, firfl: upon the crime, and 
next upon ·the meannejs of robbing gar­
dens and orchards ; ~nd after expatiating 
near half an hour upon the fobjecl, he 
promifed to forgive the recent outrage 
that had been committed, on condition 
that every boy in the fchool would make 

N 3 a fo, 



t38 THE AMIABLE BROTHERS. 

a folemn promife never to be guilty of 

fuch a thing again. 

' · I pro~ife !-I promife !-I prow 
mife !" - was vociferated from every 

part of the room, and three cheers were 

given to the liberal-minded ~uperior a~ 

he rofe to quit it. 

Time rolled rapidly away, and each 

day Mrs. tJontgomery had the happincfs 

of obferving that her fons acquired frefh 

know ledge. They had been at the 

fchool upwards of a twelvemonth, when 
their mother determined to pafs the 

fummer vacation in her favourite tower, 

as {he had left fome furniture in it, and 

an ol<l woman, whom her benevolence 

• fupported, to take care of it. 

The beys were delighted to retrace 

the haunts of their early days, and even 

:tvlr. r-.lacle~n was pleafed at the new 

arrangement. He fiill adopted his for-
mer 

" 
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mer plan of fpending Sunday with his 
parents ; and as Saturday was fixed for ... 
Mrs, Montgomery's departure from 
Glaf gow, it was determined that he 
fllOuld follow on the Monday morning .. 

vVhen Mrs. Montgomery fidt return­
ed from America, her liberal mind en­
dured foveral fev,ere mortifications from 
the cool indifference with which ihe was 
receive0 by the very people who courted 
her acquaintance when ihe appeared as 
the htirefs of a nopleman of difl-inclion; 
but when that nobleman had publiclY- • 
declared his intention of leaving every 
fixpence of his fortune to a difl:ant rela­
tion who was to inherit his title, his 
daughter was then confidered as a weak, 
infatuated young woman, who had jufily 
exafperated her father by an alliance 
every way degrading to a girl of high 
rank ; and the reception they gave her 

at 
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at once proved their difapprobation of 

her conduct, and their wifh of dropping 

all farther acquaintance. This illiberal 

mode of behaviour was Mrs. Montgo­

mery's firft inducement to make choice 

of a folitude where fhe would neither 

be fubjecl to the coldnefs of the inte­

refied, o: the impertinence of the arro­

gant ; and thoug_h ipe bad never vifited 

any of the fipnilies during the tweh·e 

months !he had refided at Glafgow, yet 
foe returned to her favourite fpot with 
fcnfations of joy, pleafure, and tran­

quillity. 
Lord Macdonald, "ho after the dcatb 

of his amiable v, ife found the family 

manfion gloomy, dreary, and uncom­

fortable, refolved to endeavour amufing 

hie:: n1 ind by variety of fc(ncs, and 

change of place ; b9t, fl ill prefcrving an 

inveterate hatred agai nfi: his d:rnghter, 
rc: fol 1:cd 

' r. . ' 
t:t 

•• , .. 
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refolved to keep his intention fecret from 

every creature except his banker, who, 

true to the trufl: r-.pofed in him, pro­

tefled ignorance of his Lord{hip 's mo­

tions whenever he was applied to by his 

anxious and fiill afFeclionate daughter. 

This banker, upon Lord Macdonald's 

return, informed him of the inquiriei 

which hacl been made, and alfo of Mrs. 

Montgomery's prefent abode, and faid 

every thing in his power to promote a 

reconciliation, though without effect 

As there was a great quantity of tim­

ber upon his Lord!hip's efiate which he 

w ifhed to difpofe of, it was neceffary 

for him perfonally to give direaions; and 

to prevent the poffibility of his daugh­

ter's knowing he was in that part of the 

world, he refolved to travel unatteuded. 

in a hired carriage, and quit Scotland as­

foon as he had given the necdfary or-
~ 

ders. 
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ders. This refolution he put in prac­

tice a few days before Mrs. Montgo­

mery removed to her favourite tower; 

and as the two boys had rambled a great 

diflance from it, and were climbing a 
barren rock for the purpofe of behold­

ing difbnt objetls, they plainly difco­

vered, by the help of a telefcope, (which 

they always carried in their pocket) a 

pofl:chaife lying broken in the high road, 

from which they were about a mile dif­

tant. 
Curiofity, or perhaps a better motive, 

induced them immediately to defcc11d, 

·.-.-.d make the befl: of their way to the 

f pot where the accident had happened; 

but no perfon was remaining n1:ar it to 

give them the information they were fo 
anxious to obtain. A quantity of blood 

was lying in the road, and by that they 
traced the unfortunate perfon who had 

met 

n 

to 
tr 
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met with the accident, to a miferable 
hovel about two hundred yards <lifiant. 

As foon as they entered this , ,vretched 
hut, which was merely compofed of 
fiones and dirt, they beheld a venerable 
looking man, about fixty, fupported in 
the arms of a forlorn female, whilfl: 
the blood was faft iffuing from a wound 
he had received in the temple. 

" Ye be corned in gued time, my 
bonny locls," cried the woman ; " for 
my hart feeken at the feete of blude, 
and Sandy be gune to feetch the doclor. '' 
So faying, fhe laid the apparently dying 
man upon the earth floor, and walked 
into the air to recover her ficknefs. 

Malcolm took the handkerchief out of 
his pocket and bound it tight round the 
firanger's head, whilfi Duncan fnatched 
up a wooden bowl, and drew fome wa­
ter from a neighbouring well, with 

which 
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which they plentifu1ly f prinkled the poor 

man's face, who in a few moments 

opened his eyes; and in a tone of faint­

nefs and afionifhment, exclaimed,­

" Where am I!" What has been the 

matter? and why am I reduced to this 

forlorn fituation ? ,,_ The two boys foon 

explained every thing, and expreffed a 

defire that he could be removed to their 

mamma's abode. 

" Rtmoved ! " faid the flranger, " Oh, 

that I fhall never be! I feel_:I fee]," 

he continued, " that this will be my 
death {lroke ; but I defervq it. Oh, 

my child ! could you know the fituation 

of your wretched father, you would 

think him punifhed for all his feverity !" 
" Child!'' repeated Malcolm ; "Oh, 

Sir ! do tell us where to find any of your 

connexions, and I'd run twenty miles 

to bring them to you.''-" We had bet-
ter 
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ter run home and tell mamma," faid 
Duncan ; " for you know !he al ways 
keeps medicines by her for the poor peo­
ple, and I dare fay ihe can do the gentle­
man a great deal of good.'' 

"bo fomething, for Heaven's fake['' 
replied the unfortunate man, '' or I 
ihall die ; for I am incapable of moving 
any part of my body, and believe every 
bone in my !kin is broken. "-Duncan 
did not require twice telling, but flew out 
of the houfe direclly, leaving his brother 
to watch by the {hanger's fide. As his 
fenfe..s returned his agony increafed, and 
his groans and complainings drew tears 
of fympathy from his humane com­
panion. _ 

In lefs than an hour Duncan returned, 
followed by Mrs. Montgomery, and a 
female attendant laden with cordials, 
medicines, and embrocations. 

The 
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· "fhe fuffering £hanger was fiill lying 

upon the floor, with his head raifed by a 

btmdle of coarfe rags, when Mrs. Mont-- · 

gomery entered, and caught a glance of 

his pallid countenanc-c. " My father!'' 

{he exclaimed, " my beloved father! 

.1nd is it thus we mut !" 

Roufed by the found of her well-­

known voice, he faintly articulated, 

u Oh, my child !"-At this intereilin~ 

moment the doclor appeared, whom 

Jenny's huiband had been to fetch, an~ 

examining his patient, faid, the ilioul. 

der was di!located, and two 1ibs broken; 

but that when thofe were fet, he might 

fafely be removed to Mrs. Montgomery's 

dwelling; a litter was accordingly pre­

pared, and his Lordfhip placed carefully 

opon it, and in about three hours the 

cavalcade arrived at the Tower. The 

~xccfs of agony \.vas fo great, that a vio-
lent 

I 
,.: 
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lent fever was the confequence, and his 
Lordfhip's life was abfolutely defpaired 
of. 

During that period his daughter 
·watched him with unwearied attention 
and filial tendernefs, and never left his 
bedfide for a moment but to obtain that 
repofe which wearied nature abfolutel_y 
required. 

Lord Macdonald, at length fenfible of 
his daughter's merits, and fhocked at re• 
fleeting upon his own feverity, fent for 
an attorne], and made every reparation 
in his puwer by leaving her heirefs to his 
immenfe property, imagining it impof­
fible he could ever recover. In that~ 
however, he was mifiaken ; for his fe­
ver fud<lenly abated, the wound on his 
temple healed, and the diffevered bone; 
pcrfeclly u.nited. 

As foon as his Lordiliip ,vas able to 
bear company, his grandfons were in-

0 'l troduced 
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traduced into his prefence ; and whilfl: 

he befbwed upon them the fondell ca­

reffes, he .:ou.ld not help regretting his 

inability to gi-ve them his _name and ti­

tle. 
At the moment when his feelings were 

foftened by difeafe, and his mind fub­

dued by tendernefs, intelli~ence arrived 

of the death of that relation who mufl 

have inhe-rited the efiate and title, and 

he refolved to folicit his fovereign to 
permit it to de!cend to his eldefi: grand-

fon. 
The boon was immediately granted, . 

and,a patent rapidly made out for Mal- · 
I 

c6lm Montgomery to take the name of 

Macdonald. 
That amiable and deferving boy, m­

fiead of being elated by this profpecl: of 

future greatnejs, thought himftlf called 

upon to fet a pattern of virtue, and was 
ten 

t 
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ten times more circumf pea in his con­
duct than when he thougnt himfelf a 
mere private gentleman. 

His attentions were equally divided 
between his mother and gran_dfather, 
who refided together at the family feat. 
Once a year they confiantly revifited the 
Tower, and wandered over fcenes which 
recollection made dear to them. The 
neighbouring poor \\'ere cheriihed and 
fupported, and the gratification the boys 
experienced in being enabled to extend 
their charity, was of that heart-cheering 
kind which is only to be conceived by ' 
tl-1~ truly benevolent. 

0 3 
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THE 

FRUITS oF DISOBEDIENCE; 

KID NAPPED CH IL[) . 

...,.....,....,. _,....,. _,.. -. ' 

IN a beautiful villa on the banks of 

the Medway, rcfided a gentleman whofe 

name was Dar.nley, who had, during 
the early part of life, filled a po!l: of 
fome importance about the Court, and 

even in its decl ine, preferved that ele­

gance of manner which fo peculiarly 

marks a finifhcd gentleman The lofs 

of a beloved wifr. had given a pcnfivc 

cafi to his features, and a ferioufnefs to 
:- his 

air 
f: 

l 
1 
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his deportment, which many people ima­
gined proceeded from a haughtinefs of 
dif pofition ; yet nothing could be farther 
from Mr. Darnlcy's characler; for he 
was affable, gentle, benevolent, and hu­
mane. 

His family confi.fl:ed of an only fifter, 
who, like himfelf, had loft the object of 
her tendere!l: affection ; but who, in di­
viding her attention between her brother 
and his amiable children, endeavoured 
to forget her own misfortunes. 

Mr. Darnley's fortune was fufficiently 
great to have enabied him to place his 
daughters in the fir!l: fchool in Lon'1on, 
but he preferred having them under his 
immediate in!l:ruction ; and as Mrs. 
Collier offered to affifl: him in their edu­
cation, he refolved for fome years not 
to engage a governefs, as Nurfe Chap­
man was one of thofe worthy creatures 

to 
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to whofe care he could fecurely trufl 

them. 
An old friend of Mr. Darnley's had 

recently bought a houfe at Rochefter, 

and that gentleman and his fi(l-er were 

invited to pafs a few days there ; and as 

Emily grew rather too ~ig for the nurfe's 

management, Mrs. Collier refolved to 

make her of the party, leaving Sophia, 

Amanda, and Eliza, under that good 

woman's prote8ion. 

lt v.as :Mrs. Darnle/s wilh that th, 

young folks fhould rife early, and take 

a long walk every morning before break• 

fa(l; but they ½Cre firiclly ordered ne­

\'er to go beyond their own grounds, un­

lefs their aunt or father accompanied 

them. This order they had frequently 

endeavoured to perfuade Nurfe Chap­

man to difre~ard ; but faithful to the 
trufl 
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truft repofed in her, ihe always rdified 
their urgent entreaties. 

The morning after Mr. Darnley went 
to Rochefier, the poor woman found 
herfelf thoroughly indifpofed, and whol­
ly incapable of rifing at the accufi:omed 
hour. The children, however, were 
dreifed for walking, and the nurfe-mai~ 
charged not to go beyond the !hrubbery, 
and they all fallied out in high good hu­
mour. 

'' Now, Sufan," faid Sophia (:\s 
foon as they entered the garden), " is 
the only opportunity you may ever have 
of obliging us ; do let us walk to the 
Yillage, and then you know you can 
call and fee your father and mother." 

"Law, Mifs!'' replied the girl, J 

" why you know 'tis as much as my 
place is worth if N urfe Chapman fhould 
find it out.', , 

" Finq 
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" Find it out, indeed!" faid Amanda; 

'' how do you think fhe is to find it out! 

Come do let us go, there's a dear, good 

.creature.''-" Yes, dear, dear Su fan, 

do. let us go," faid Eliza (£kipping 

on before them), " and 1 'll £how you 

the way ; for I walked there laft furn-

mer with papa." 

Whether it was the wifh of obliging 

the young ladies, or the defire of feeing 

her parents, I cannot pretend to fay ; 

but in a lucklefs hour hufan yielded, 

and the party foon reachc<l the village. 

Sufan's moth ·· r wa s del:ghted at feeing 

her, .. nd hit hly honoured by the young 

ladies' pref ence. " Oh fweet, dear 

creatures!" taid the old woman, " I 

mull get fomething far them to cat after 

their long walk, and my oven's quite 

not, a ·1 I can bake them a little cake 

in a q_u~rter of an hour, and I '11 milk 
Jenny 

' ttg 
lie, 
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Jenny in ten minutes.''-The tempta­
tion of hot cake and new milk was not 
to be withftood ; and Sufan began tak­
ing down fome fmart china cups, which 
were arranged in form upon the mantle­
piece, and carefully dufied them for the 
young ladies' ufe. 

Eliza followed the old woman into 
the cow-houfe, and began afking a thou­
fand quefiions, when her atlention was 
fuddenl y attracted by the appearaHce of 
a tame lamb, who went bleating up to 
its miftrefs, with a view of a~ing i~ ac­
cullomed brcakfaft. 

"You rnui1 wait a little, Biily," faid 
the woman, ,c and let your hefl~ts be 
farved before you--don't you fee that 
we have got gentlefolkt to breakfaft with 
us this morning?'' 

Eliza was fo delighted with the beauty 
0f the little animal> that !he wanted to 

l ki~ 
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kifs it, and attempted to re!hain it fo'r 

that purpofe, whilft Billy, ungrateful 

for het ih tended kindnefs, gave a fudden 

fpring and frifked away. Eliza followed, 

in hopes of being able to catch him, but -

he ran baaing along into the high road. 

A woman, whofe appeatance was de­

fcriptive of poverty, but whofe fmiling 

countenance indicated good nature, at 

that moment happened to pafs, and ac­

co£fing Eliza in a t~ne of famBiarlty, 

faid, " That's not half fuch a pretty 

Jamb, Mifs, as I have got at home, and 

not a quarter fo tame ; for if you did 

but fay Bob, he'd follow you from one 

end of the town to the other ; and then 

he'll fetch and carry like a <log, ftand up 

on his hind legs, when my huiband fays 

Up for the thing, and play more tricks 

than a young kitten.'' 

4 " Oh, 
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'' Oh, the pretty creature ! " replied 
Eliza, " how I fuould like to fee it!"­
" Well, come along with me, Mifs," 

faid the woman, " for I only lives juft 
acrofs he next field ; but you muft rm1 

:i.s hard as you can, becaufe my huiband 

is going to work, and he generally takei 
Bob with him.,, 

· "Well, make hafie then," faid Eliza; 

" for I mufi not fiay half a minute.''-. 
" Give me your hand, Mifs,,, replied 

the worna.11 ; " for we can run fafier to.;: 

gether; but there goes my hufband, I 

declare ; and there's Bob as ufual fkip­
ping on before.'' 

" Where ? where ? '' exclaimed Eli­
za, firetching out her little neck as far 

as fhe poflibl y could, to fee if .fhe could 

difccrn the lamb. " You are not tall 

enough," faid the artful creature ; "but 
let me lift you up, Mifs, and then I 

;r dare 
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dare fay you'll fee them;'• and infrantly , 

catching her up, !he c.-ied out, " Look 
directly towards the ileeple, Mifs; but 

l'H run with you in my arms; and I war­

rant we'H foon overtake them." 

Eliza looked, but looked in vain ; and 

perceiving the woman had foon carried 

her out of fight of the cottage, begged 

£he would fet her down, as £he dare not 

go any farther. 

The vile creature was abfolutely inc.i­

pable of replying, for her breath was 
nearly cxhaufied by the rapidity of the 

motion, and Eliza continued e1:1treating 

her to ftop, and !lruggled vi_olently to 

elude her grafp. At length, after a 
quarter of an hour's exertion, the woman 

found herfelf incapable of proceeding, 

and ftopping fuddenly , fat do vn on a 
sank, keeping tight hold,of Eliza 's arm, 

who 

I, 
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" 
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who cried dreadfully, and befought her 
to let her go. 

'' Let you go!'' !he replied; " what, 
~fter all the plague I've had to knab you t 
No, no, you don't catch me at that, I 

prcmife you ; but be a good girl, and 
i:on't cry, and then you may fee Bob ey 
,nJ by 1 perhaps." 

" Oh., my fifl:ers ! my fi flers ! let me 
go to my fift e.~ !" cried the child -
c, I'll :fimI pie~ •1· o, fiJ .. rs for you, in 

~ few cb: s;: {'.,1 d the vi f? creature; 

'' but they won~t know you · in them 

there fine C~uthes, fo le 's pun them off 

lI1 3 minute, and th•.:n we'll, :1ai'C another 

~ace a~tLr Bob. ''-So fay:ng fhe [h'pped 
off the ,,:J)ite frod:, h:it, and tippet; 

the rcfl of the• things 1harcd the fame 
fate, :md fhe was compelled to put on 

f9mt; old rags which the inhuman crea­

t !re took out of a bag fhe carried under 

-P 2 her 
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her petticoat ; then taking a bottle of 
liquid from the fame place, !he infl:antly 
began wafhing poor Eliza's face with it, 
~md notwithfi:andingall herremonfl:rances, 
cut her beautiful hair clofe to her head. 
Thu$ metamprphofed, i~ would have 
been impoffible even for Mr. Darnley to 
have known his child, and they proceeded 
onwards until her little legs would carry 
her no farther. 

At this period they were overtaken 
by the Canterbury waggon, and for a 
mer~ trifle the driver confented to let 
them ride to London. Eliza's tears con­
tinued to flo"', but fhe dare not utter a 
complaint, as her inhuman companion 
protefted {he would break every bone in 
her fkin if fhe ventured to make the 
)eafi: noife. 

When they arrived in town fhe was 
dragged (for walk fhe was unable) to a 

mife-
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miferable hoTe dov.-n fcvera1 !l:eps, where 
they gave her fome bread and butter to 
e:1t, and then defired her to go to bed. 

'The bed, if fuch it might be c;alled, 

":ts 1ittlc elfe but a bundle of rags 
thrown into a corner of the room with a 
dirty b1a'nket f prea<l acrofs it, and there 
fne was lefc by her inhuman feducer to 
moum her misfortune,- and lament hav­
ing d:frcgarded her papa's injunctions. 
T~e next morning fhe ·was forced to 
rife the moment it was light, and to 

~Yalk :1~ far as her little legs would carry 
her before they flopped any where to take 
refre!hment. The fecond night ,-ras 
p::dfed in a barn, and about five o'clock 
the third ;fternoon they knocked at the; 
door of a ne::it-looking cottage, where 
nine or ten children were fitting in a 
little room n-,akina lace. 

b 

" \VLy, Peggy,'' faid the woman, a~ 

p 3 fhe 
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!he opened the door, " I thought you 

never would have corned again! how­

ever, I fee you have got me a hand at 

lafl-, and God knows I'm enouf) l ill 
wants of her ; for two of my brats have 

thought proper to fall fick, and I\'e 
more to do than ever I had in my life."­

On the following day Eliza's filthy rags 

were all taken off, and fhe was dreffed in 

a tidy brown fluff gown, a nice clean 

round-eared cap, and a little coloured 
bib and apron ; and Q.1e was ordered, if 
any perfon aiked her name, to fay it was 

Biddy Bullen, and that !he was niece to 

the woman who employed her. The 

feverity with which all this wretch's 

commands were enforced, wholly pre­

vented any of the helplefs viclims who 
• 
were under her proteclion from daring 

t·o difobey them ; and though rnofl: of 

,hem were placed under her care by the 
fame • 

ca 
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fame vile agent who had decoyed Eliza, 
yet they all were tutored to relate fimilar 
untruths. 

But I now think it is high time to 
carry my little readers back to the co,t­
tage fcene, "'here Su fan was arranging 
things in order for breakfail:, and So­
phia and her fiCTer ,tcre anxiou!l y watch­
ing the moment when the cake was pro­
nounced compietely rea<ly. 

The old woman foon re 111rncd with 
the milk-pail on her ., d, and S11f.in ea­
g ' 1 d ' '11~n~ 1' Where's Mifs Eli­
za r"-" (.,, , uh .. prctt:· CfC:11 llfe, '' re­
plied her mother, '' !he'll be here in a 
minute, I warrant her; but fhe's gone 
iki pping after our Billy, and t\vo f wect 
innocents they a.re together. "-She then 
went to the oven, produced the cake, 
and began buttering it with all expecli­
tion, whilfl: Sophia jnycuOy r.1n to th-r 

UOOl 
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d.o~r of the cow-houfe, and began loudly 

calling her fifl:er Eliza. No anfwer beir1g 

returned, Sufan began to feel alarmed, 

but the young ladies told her not to be 

frightened, as they knew it was only 

one of Eliza's pranks. But, alas! too 

foon were they convinced it v·as no joke, 

and that forne dreadful misfortune muft 

have happened. 

" Mifs Eliza! Mifs Eljza !" was vo­

ciferated through the village, not only by 

Sufan and her mother, but by ,dl the 

neighbours who had heard of the cala­

mity, whilfi: her fiflers ran about frantk 

with grief, crying, " Eliza, my love ! 

my darling! Oh ! if you are hid, for 

pity's Jake /peak ! " 
Nurfe Chapman got up about halt 

pafi nine, and he~ring the children were 

not returned from their walk, fent the 

Jlp-ufemaid directly after them. 
The 

.;:: 

the 
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The garden, the ihrubbery, :md the 
lawn, were all fearched without fuccefs; 
and j ufl as Betty waii returning to inform 
the nurfe they were not to be found, ilie 
perceived Sufan and the two children 
enter a little green gate at the bottom of 
the ihrubbery. 

'' ½ h~re's Mifs Eliza!" called Betty, 
in a voice as loud as ihe could articulateo 

" God knows! God knows!" replied 
the care]efs girl, fobbing fo loud fhe 
could fcarcely fpeak.-'' How! Where f 
When ! ,, foid the other-" Why poor 
nmfe ·will go quite £lark, fiaring mad!" 
By that time the poor woman had quitted 
her room, and walked into the garden to 
fee what had become o[her little charges ; 
and ~ot dircB:ly miffing Eliza from th e 
group which were then fa{l approach ing 
towards the houfc, fhe called out, 
" C ome, my dear childre1'!, come along ; . .. . .. 

fo :· 
' . 
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-for I thought you would never have re­

turned again :"-and obferving Eliza 
was not with them, fhe continued ; 

" But, Sufan, what's become of my 
f weet bird ? \i\There's my litde darling, 

Mifs Eliza ?'' 
~ Oh, nurfe ! nurfe !" faid Sophiar, 

" my fifier's loft ! indeed !he's loft!" 

" Loft!'' exclaimed the poor old wo­
man ; " loft! what do you tell me~ 

What do I hear P Oh, my mailer! my 
dear mall-er ! never fhall I bear to fee 

his fae"C again !" 
Sufan then repeated every drcum­

fiance juft as has beeu related, ~d with 
fighs and tears bewailed her own folly, 
in fufferitig herfelf to be 0'7Jer-perjuad~t!. 

And the children declared they dare not 
encounter their papa's dif pleafurc [ 

The men fervants wc:rc inftantly fum­
moned, and fent on horfeback diffaent -

ways • 
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ways. That lhe had been fiolen, ad­
mitted of no doubt, as there was no wa .. 
ter near the cottage, and had any accident 
happened, they mull: have found her, as 
they had fearched every part of the vil­
lage before they ventured to return home. 

One fervant was fent to Rochefier; 
another towards London, and a third 
and fourth the crofs ~ountry roads ; but 
no intelligence could -be obtained, or the 
flightefi information gathered, by which 
the unfortunate child cou]d be found, 
or her wicked decoyer's foo.tfteps trac~cl. 

When Mr. Darnley was apprifed 01 
the calamitous event, the agitation of 
his mind may eafily be conceived, but 
can never be defcribed. Handbills were 
infiantly circulated all over Jhe country, 
the child's perfon def<!lrib.ed, and a re-

ward 
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ward of five hundred guineas offered for 

her refioration. 

Sophia and Amanda were inconfola-­

ble, and Sufan was ordered to be dif:. 

charged before Mr. Darnley returned 

home, which he did not do for more 

than a mo~th after the melancholy cir­

curnfiance happened, :as_he was not fatif­

fied with fending meffengers in purfuit 

of his loft treafure, but \•,rent himfelf 

to all thofe wretched parts of London 

whete poverty and vice are known to 

dwell, in the hope of meeting the object 

of his folicitude; and at length gave up 

the interefiing purfuit becaufe he found 

his h~alth rendered him incapable of 

continuing it. 
Nine tedious months paffed away 

without any intelligence of the lofl 

Eli2a; 2nd time, which is a general re• 
medy 

.. , 
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medy for all misfortunes, had not fof­
tened the feverity of their affliction. 
Mrs. Collier had engaged a lady to be 
governefs to her nieces, as her attention 
had been wholly devoted to her unfortu­
nate brother, whofe agitated fiate of 
mind had produced a bo<lily complaint 

·which demanded her unrcmittihg care 
and tendernefs. 

Although Emily loved Eliza with 
the fondefl: affeclion, yet her grief was 
much lefs poignant than either of her 
fl!l:ers, as fhe could not accufe herfelf 
with being acceffary to her lofs. " Ne­
ver, never fhall I forgive myfelf," So­
phia would often fay, " for having de­
viated from my dear papa's c.ommand ! 
Oh, fo good and indulgent as he is to us, 
how wicked it was to tranfgrefs his will. 
I was the eldcjl, and ought to have known 
hetter, and my poor Eliza is the fofferer 

o_ for 
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for my crime!" Thus would !he bewail 

her fol1y and imprudence, until, agonized 

by the torture of her own reflections, 

1he would fink down in a chair quite 

-exhauHed, and burft into a flood of 

tears. 

Whil!l: the family at Darnley-hall 
were thus a prey to unavailing forrow, 

the love! y little girl who had occafioned 

it ,xas beginning to grow more reconciled 

to the cruelty of her defiiny, and to fop­
port her different mode of life with re­

!ignation and compofure. She had ac­

quired fuch a degree of fkill in ~e art 

of lace-making (which was the bufi­

nefs her employer followed), as generally 

to be able to perform the tafks which 

were allotted her, and i f it fo happened 

!he was incapable of doing it, Sally 
Butchell, a child about two years older 

than herfelf, of whom fhe was very 
fond, 

(, 
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fond, was always kind enough tQ com­
plete it for her. 

The cottage in which the vile Mrs. 
Bullen refided, was fituated about a 
quarter of a mile from High Wycombe ; 
and whenever fhe was obliged to go to 
that place either to purchafe neceffaries. 
or to difpofe of her goods, !he always 
went ci·her before her family were up, 
or after they had retired to relt, locking 
the door conftantly after her, and put• 

' ting the key in her pocket ; fo that the 
poor little t:rnls had no opportunity of 
telling their miswrtunes to any human 
creature. 

One intenfo hot afternoon, in the 
month of Auguft, .is the children were 
fitting hard at work with the door open 
~r the fake of air, an elderly lady and 
gentleman walked up to it, and begged 
to be accommodated with a feat, in-

<l_ 2 forming 
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forming Mrs. Bullen their carriage had 

broke down about a mile difiant, and 

they had been o~liged to \Yalk in the 

heat of the fun. 

The appearance of fo many children, 

all indufirioufiy employed, was a fight 

peculiarly pleafing to the liberal-m.inded 

Mrs. Montague, and fhe immediately 

began a{king ~he woman feveral quef­

tions a~out them ; bµt there was fome­

thing of confµfiq11 in her manner of re­

plying that called forth Mrs . .Iy,f ontague'~ 

furprife and afionifhment. 

" They really are lovely ch;idrm, 

1ny dear,'' faid !he, turning to Mr. l\1on­

tague, who had fl:ood at the door watch­

ing the approach of the carriage, which 

he perceived coming forward ; " and as 

to that little creature, with the mole un­

der its left eye, I declare I think it a . . 
r~rfeB: b(!auty .''--Mr. ~ontague turned 

hi'i 

I • 
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his head, and regarded Eliza with a look 
that at once proved that his fentiments 
corref ponded with thofe of his lady. 

" What is your name, my love?'' 
f.:1id he, in a tone of kindnefs which poor 
Eliza had long been a £hanger to. The 
child coloured like fcarlet, and looked 
immediately at her inhuman employer, 
who catching the contagion, replied, 
with evident marks of confufion, " Her 
name is Biddy Builen, Sir ; !he's my 
nie'-e; but 'tis a poor, timid, little fool, 
and is always in fright when gentlefolks 
happen to fpeak to her: go, Biddy," 
the continued, " go up into my bed. 
room, and wind that thread which you'll 
find upon the reel.'' 

" You ihould try to conquer that timi­
dity,'' faid Mr. Montague, " by mak­
ing her anfwer every {hanger who fpeaks 
t o her; but by taking that office upon 

e_ 3 your-



THE FRUITS OF 

yourfelf, you abfolutely encourage the 

fhynefs you complain of. Come hith,er1 

my little girl,'' continued he, obferving 

{he ,vas retiring up flairs, " and tell me 

[,Qltf/y what your name is." 

Encouraged by the kindnefs of l\.1r. 

l\1ontague's addrefs, the agitated ch~ld 

obeyed the f ummons, a\though Mrs. 

Bullen attempted t > frown her ir,to re-

ftjlance. " \V e~l,'' continued the old 

gentleman, patting her on the cheek, 

" and where di~ you get that pretty 

mole ? '' 
" My rnamma g:n·e it me) Sir," re-

plied the blufli.:ng chil<l; " but I did 

not fee her do it, becaufe N urfe Chap­

man told me {he went to Heaven as foon 

::is I was born." 
" Your mamm::i ! and what was you; 

mamma's name?'' faiu I\.1r. Montae:ue • ...... 

H Darnle.v, Sir;' [~id the child, an_d 
fod-

, 
' 
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fuddenly recollecl:i ng the le,fon that had 
bee11 taught her, '' but my name is Biddy 
Bullen, al!d that is my aunt." 

" Darnley!"· exclaimed Mrs. Mon­
tague ; " the very child that has been 
for thefo twelve months pafi: aJvertifeJ in 
all the papers;" then turning to c~nvince 
herfelf of the facl:, 'f and the very mole 
confirms it!" 

Mr. i\tlontague immediately attempted 
tQ fecure the womau, but her activity 
eluded his grafp, and d4rting out at the 
back dpor, fhe \\ as out of fight in a few 
momc:ntf. 

" ls /he really gone? Is ilie really 
gone!'' all the little voices at once de­
manded-and upon Mr. Mont:1gue af­
furing them ilie was really gone for ever, 
their joy broke out in a thoufand different 
ways- fome cried-fame laughed-and 
others jumped-in 1hort, there never 

was 
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, was a (cene more completely cakulated 

to interdl: the feelings of a benevolent 

heart. 

Mr. Montague's carriage at this pe~ 

riod arrived, and the footman was de­

fired to fetch a magiftrate from Wy­

combe, whilft the worthy clergyman 

refolved to remain there until his arrival, 

and began quefl:ioning a11 the children. 

Two had been there from fo early ape­

riod that they could give no account of 

their name or origin; but all the refi: 

were fo clear in their defcription, that 

the benevolent Mr. Iv!ontague had na 

doubt of being able to refiore them to 

their affiiclcd p:uents. 

The magiflrate foon arrived, attended 

by the worthy reclor oi the place, who 

hearing from Mr. l\,lontague's fervant 

that a child had been Jlolm, came with 

an intent of offering his fervices. All 
but 

<ar 
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but Eliza were immediately put under 
his protection, but .f\_lf rs. Montague was 
fo anxious the iliould be their earlie!l: 
care, that !he begged h~r hu.Qlanq to or­
der a pofi-chaife direclly, and fet off im•· 
me<lia1ely fpr town. This .requefi was willingly complied with, a~d by three 
o'clock the tiext afternoon the par,y ar­rived at Darnley-hall. 

Mrs. Collier ½as fiand ing at the win­
dow when the carriage fh>pped, and 
looking earnelt:ly at her niece, fuddenly 
exclaimed, in a tone of rapture, '' My child! l\.1y child! My lofl: Eliza!" 

l\1r. Darnley, \v 111.> was reading, 
fprang from his feat, and flew to the 
door in an edtacy of joy ; in lefs than a 
minute he returned, folding his Eliza to 
his throbbing heart !-The joyful intel­
l ig~nce ran through the houfe, and thy 

other 



other children impatienf~y flew to this 

fcene of tranfport. To defcribe thei; feel .. 

fogs, or e:xprefs their felicity, would re­

quire the aid of the mofl: defcriptive pen, 

and even then would be but faintly told; 

and therefore had much better be paffed 

over. 
From that moment the children all 

unanimoufly agreed ihiclly to attend to 

their father's orders, and never in the 

fl ighteCT: infiance all in oppofition to his 

will. 
l\1r and Mrs. Montague ·were laden 

with ca reffes, _and earnefily entreated to 

~emain Mr. Darnley's guefls. The hof­

pitable in\'itat ion would have been glad­

ly acLep cd, had not the thought s of the 

poor childrcr, ,, ho were fii ~l at W y­

combe, feemeJ t ~ claim his immediate 

n.ttt.nt1on; and fo grel t was the philan~ 
thro11y 



thropy of Mr. Montague's character, 
that he could never refl: fatisfied if a 
fingle duty remained unfulfilled • 

• 
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CURE FOR SA TIRE ; 

OR, THE 

' DANGER OF RIDICULE. 

PEARCY Priory, the feat of a worthy 
baronet of that name, was fituated at a 
fhort di{hnce from Bath, and from its 
vicinity- to that fcene of gaiety, was 
generally crowded with a variety of 
gue!l:s, who were either attracl:ed thither 
by the ties of friendfhip, or the force of 
bof pitality ; for as there were no chil­
dren to inherit an ample fortune, Sir 

Ed\varcl 

J 
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Edward thought hirnfelf at liberty to 
· difpofe of it in a manner befi fuited to 

his difpofition and inclination. 
Although he was not a brilliant, he 

was a mofi amiable characl:er, and the 
practice of virtue more than compenfated 
for the want of greatnejs .--His fondnefs 
for children was excellive, and his difap­
pointment at not becoming a father was 
at fir[l: rather fevere ; but after having 
lamented the circumll:ance five and 
twenty years, he was unexpecledly gra~ 
tificd by the birth of a little girl, whofe 
peculiar beauty was fo extremF;ly fi r ik;. 
rng, that it was impoffible to behold it 
without admiration. 

The happinefs which hacl for fo many 
years fubGO:cd between Sir Edward and 
Lady Pearcy feemed fo perfea that no­
thing could increafe it ; but the appear­
ance of the little !hanger foon convinced 

R them 



I 

, 
A CURE FOR SA TlRl!. 

them it was capable of being augmented. 

A circumfl:ance which gave Sir Edward 

(o much joy, he was refolved {hould not 

pafs unr.ommemora-ted ; and as fooR as 

lier lady{hip \\ as recovered, an univerfal 

invitation was fent to all the peafantry 

round the Priory to partake a rural ftte 

champetre, prepared folely for thcmf elves, 

where they were regaled with an excel­

lent dinner, a fop per, and a dance, and 

at their departure eac~ 1;vas prefcnted with 

a new half guinea. 

During the period of Amanda's in-

fancy, ~ad Y. Pearcy -confined her fol f 

wholly to her manfion, which, as Sir Ed-
,, 

ward was fond of fociety, was crowded 

with a fucc9ffion of fre{h company, to 

all of whom the cleating father prefcntcd 

his little treafure under the fictitious 

narne of his Euphrof yne .t. 
\ 

• The name of one of the Graces, 
The 
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The beauty of the child was of that 

{hiking nature, that it was impoffible 

10 behold it without admiration ; but th~ 

too partial fondnefs of its worthy pa ... 

rents threatened deflruclion to its future 

peace ; for they were alike incapable of 

correcting or controlling, and the mofl 

extravagant of her witbes were i~me­

diatel y complied with. The fervants 

,vere taught to obey her m:mdates with 

an alacrity never wiihed for by them. 

felves; and a tear or a figh from her 

abfolutely feemed to agonize their hearts. 

Her underftanding was quick, and 
her ideas were correct; but {he had a na• 

tural propenfity for ridicule, which her 

too doating parents always encouraged 

rather than reproved ; for her livelinefs 

pleafod, her wit c.harmed, and her fa-
ire p"feclly delighted them. 

R 2 Mrs. 
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i\1rs Ann Tvlorclan 1 , the only filler of 
Lady Pearcy, arrivc:d at the Priory en 
the cby hlr niece attained her fourth 

I 

year, tind was abfolutdy captivated with 
her perfonal charms ;. but a few {hort 
hours foon weaned out her fondncfs, 
and H1e totally forgot the child was hand­
fomc. She cafil) percciHd ibe was ruin­
ed by indulgence, and was grieved that 
a · temper naturally fweet, f,·ank , and 
opm, foould become fretful, turbulent, 
-and ~mroward . · . 

Mrs. Ivfordant, lamenting the error 
of her fi fl:er's conduB-, be fought her car-
11efHy to cbange it, and LJdy Pearcy be­
ginning to feel the effecls of her own 
_1mprndcnce, · promifcd to be guided by 
lier fifl:er' s counfel, anc1 begin a reforma­
tion on the following day. 

At an early heur the next morning: 
-l'v1rs. i ·lorclant was roufed by a rnofi un­

pleafan 

d 
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pleafant and uirnfual r.oife, and ringing 
her bell to inquire the occafion of it, 
was informed, as the mJtnihg was rainy, 

Mifs Pearcy had chofen to have her little 

chaife driven up and down the gallery, 

and that the noife proceeded from the 

footman's running with it. 

" Tell my fi!ter," fays Mrs. Mor ..... 
dant, " I beg the chil<l may be imme­

diately takm out, or I ihall abfolutely be 

unnerved for a week. Did ever mortal 

hear of fuch indulgence?'' 

The fervant carried the meffage, con"' 

vinced in her own mind it would not be 
attended to, as {be had known much 

more extravagant things than that, not 

only permitted, but applauded, and was 

extremely afionifhed at feeing her lady 
flip on her drciling-gow n and go to the 
child. . 

" That noife, my dear Amanda,'' 

R 3 faid 
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faid her mother, " affects your poor 

aunt's head this morning; if you'll 

come out, my Jove, for half an hour, 
you !hall ride again as foon as fhe is up.'' 

" No, no," replied the child; " J 
m1ifi ride now; drive away, Thomas, 

drive away ; I'm going to Bath, mamma, 

to buy fame pretty things.'' 

" You f11all buy them prcfcntly, my 
angel,'' continued Lady Pearcy, at­

tempting ti take her gently from the 

ch .., ife; bu: a violen· fcrcam foon check-

' ed the fucltlen impnlfe, an<l brought t~e 

frightened father to the fcene. 

" \V hat a re they doing to my little 

:i.ng"l ?" he exclaim~d, in a voi.ce that 

proveJ 1,is fears and apprehenfion. 

" l\tfamma \\'on't let me ride," faid 

!he, pouting} er lip ar.d putti ng on her 

frown.-- Lady Pearcy was then 1_rndcr 

the neceflny not only' of repeating ~rr 
filler's 

o, 

"' .. 

1, 
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fifl:er's meffage, but explaining the con­

verfation which ha<l pafieo the preceding 

evening, the jufl:n'efs of which Sir Ed­
ward could not but all ow, thoutih he 

found himfelf unable to be guided by 
her counfcl. 

As there was no pollibility of getting 
the child out of the carriage wi hout her 

fcrcams being much more likely to dif­

turb than the noife of 1t, Lady Pearcy 

ordered the fervants to {hip the beds im­

mediately of their blankets, and f pre ad 

them thick along the gallery ; and as the 

novelty of the circumfl::rnce happened to 
recommend it, Amanda confcnted to 
the adoption of the plan, and {he had 
enjoyed her ride about a quarter of .\n 

hour, when the door opened, and lVIrs. 
~fordant entered. 

Both Sir Edward and Lady Pearcy 
were completely cmbarraffed at the 

proof 



A CURE FOR SATIRE. 

proof fhe faw of their too partial folly, ' 

· and {1-ammering out fame awkward ex­

cufe, they declared their child too timid 

for fubjeBion. , 

Mrs. I\1ordant, who had plainly. per­

ceived that timidity made no part of her 

niece's chara&er, expofl:ulattd with them 

upon the error of their plan, and con­

jured them to permit her to try her af­

ccndancy upon the occafion, and with­

out waiting their rep I y, <lefired the fer­

vant to Hop the carriage ; when going 

up to the child, fhe took her tenderly by 

the hand, and inquired if fhe would ac­

company her into her drdfing-room. 

" ]{o, '' replied Amanda; " I can't 

go with you, becaufe I'm driving to Bath 

to buy fome pretty things for the uew 

doll you bought me."-'' But you {hould 

always do what you arc afked," faid Mrs • 

. lordant, " or you will find, ·when ;•ou 

4 nq11~ 

f:' ,, 

th 
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requejl a favour, no one will be inclined 

to gratify it; and I could never love a dij­
obl:ging child," 

" Papa and mamma will always love 
me though, and that is befi, and fo I 

fhall not care; but drive on, Thomas, 

or we {hall not be back to breakfaft."­

Mrs. Mordant defired the fervant to de­
fifi, and taking her forcibly fr:>m out 

the chaif~, carried · her into her own 

room, notwithfl:anding her kicks, fcreams, 

and violence. 

Refl:rillion of any kind was fo en~ 
tircly new, that it was not likely fhe 

would receive it with compofure ; nut 
as Coon as !he i.:vas quiet enough to 1 iften 

to converfation, her aunt informed her 

lhc would tell her a little H:ory, if !he 

,vould kifs her, and ackno\, ledge {he 

h ad been wrong; and tile child in[hntly 

w iped her ey.es; put up her little mouth, 

an<.l 
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:ind owned {he had been a very naught)' 

girl. 
The livelinefs of !\1rs. Mordant's 

, imagination eafily fupplied her with a 

prnper fubjecl, and !he workrd up a 

little afft.B.ing talc calculated to make an 

impreffion on her niece's h<sa.rt, the he­

roine of which was introduced of the 

fame age with herfelf, who from being 

indulged in all the little caprices ihe re­

quired, became both turbulent and proud, 

and made her parents fo completely 

wretched, thJt they were unable to fop­

port the weight of their affiicl:ions, and 

both fell victims to. her violence, at a. 

time of life when !he mofl wanted their 

protection and fupport. 

The wonderful effect which the little 

t:ile in!lantaneoufly made upon Aman­

da's feelings, convinced her aunt that 

!he would become as :tmiable as !he was 
lovely, 

ta 

bet, 

Coiy 
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lovely,under any tuition but her parents'; 
and entreated them immediately to let 

' her have a governefs ; but notwithfiand­
ing they hacl both a very high opinion of 
Mrs. Mordant's j uc.lgment, they could 
not bear the idea of their child being 
fubjecl: to control at an age they thought 
too early to receive it, and by that mif­
taken proof of fondncfs they fuffered 
thofe habits, which might then have eafi1y 
been conquered, to obtain an afcend;mcy 
which at a future period "it was verJ dif­
ficult to f urrnount. 

During the month Mrs. l\1ordant 
remained at the Priory, ihe had fever al 
quarrels with her little niece; but a fiony 
applicable to the fubjetl which had oc~ 
ca!ioned it, always produced a harmony 
between them ; .rnd though fl1e was the 
only perfon who oppofed her inclina-

tioi., 
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tion, yet the child became really attached 

to her. 

Soon after Amanda hacl entered her 

ninth year, Sir Edward Pearcy was taken 

extreme I y ill, and even his daughter's 

cheerfulne[s became fatiguing ; and as 

Lady Pearcy f pent a great deal of time 

in her hu!band's apartment, · it was 

at length determined to fend the child 

to fchool, as the. widow of an officer, a 

moll: accomplifhcd woman, hacl jufi 

opened a feminary for young ladies at 

Bath. 
The few refl:ricrions which Amanda 

had met with, for fome time rendered 

the di[cipline of a fchool extremely irk­

fome ; but as f\.Irs. Dawfon's manners 

·were both foft and gentle, fhe foon be­

carµe completely reconciled, and im­

proved daily both in mind and manners. 

Amongfl: the number of boarders in 
l\'Irs . 

1 ., 

I 
I., 
' 
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l\Irs. Dawfon's fchool was a young lady 
of the name of Bliffet, whofe father 
h:1"ing arnaffed a large fortune by the 
flop trade in London, rctire<l to Bath to 
forget his own infignificancc, and by 
making an ot1entatious <lifplay of the 
greatnefa of his wealth, acquire the ti­
tle of :i. gentleman. This girl, who 
happened to be about two years older 
than Amanda, poffeffed all her failings 
without any of her Yirtues ; for to live­
linefs ~nd wit, were united cunning an<l 
'1 11plicity, and to a tolerably good tem­
per a very b~d heart. 

It h:1s been before obfcrved, that from 
her ear1iefl: childhoocl Amanda teftificd a 
turn for ridicule; and as Mifs Bliflet was 
a profeifed mimic, {he required no 
other recommendation to her favour; and 
in lcfs than fix months they ·were pro­
fc iTcd fricr~<ls. Ivlrs. Dawfon, the teach-

s ers, 



A CURE FOR SATIRE. 

er~, the mafiers, and the fcho1ars, by 

turns afforded them amu'"vmcnt ; and to 

fircngthen the force of their fatirical 

productions, they were generally accom­

panied with a caricature, and the differ­

ent fubjells of their art "vvcre handed 

about for. the amufement of th.cir com-

pan10ns. 
As Sir Ed,vard's health. was viGbly on 

the declir..e, Lady Pcarcy's confineme'nt 

gradually incre-afed, and inl1ead of vi-

, fiting Bath rwice a ,veek, fhe at length 

omitted going there at all, but fcnt for her 

daughter and her friend ta the Priory re=' 

gularly every , Vednef<lay and S'1turday 
'L • 

afternoon. I( • 

About four years after Ama1 .... .i na\ 

been under the care of Mrs. Dawfon, 

her friend, in one of their vi!its to the 

Priory, made a caricature fketch of Si I 

Edward wheeling himfdf round the room 
,in 

,, 

D 
.,. 
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in one of :rvierlin's chairs, and preforved 
the likenefs fo diHinB:ly, that it WlS ab~ 

folutely impofiib!e not to know it. 
This picture, upon her return, was in-

,... c!ifcriminately fhown to all the fcholars, 

who naturally def pi fed a girl that could 

be capable of ridiculing the father of 

her f1iend, \Yhen ficknefs made him an 

object of compaj];.'on; and thofe who 

were not partial to Amanda imagined 

!he was privy to the fcheme, and longed 

to na!nc it to their governifs : but as 

every tale was totally prohibited, 11rs. 

Dawfon never heard it; and Amanda 

v·~- 'i10ved from fchool in lefs than 

- 5 ; r :1ths after it happened, in confe-

quence of the death of her worthy father, 

whofe lofs was univerfally d1... plored. 
Lady 1\,arcy's <liflr1;fs was of the moft 

poignant nature, and Amanda for a 

while was loft to gaiety ; but time, the 

S 2 fo vc.cigr~ 
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fovercign antidote to care, at length foft­
cned tleir afI-1iltions, and her Ladyfhip 

"'as perfuaded to mix again in general 

fociety. 

As Amanda's beauty had improved 

with her years, and her manners bad ac-

£ quired a peculiar degree of graccfulncf.-;, 

Lady Pearcy v\ as both mortified and 

afionilhecl at obferving her attralt fo lit­

tle attention ; yet flattered hrrfelf it pro­

ceeded from envy and ill-nature, as fhe 
could not imagiuc: it had been occafioncd 

by any difplay of an unamiablc difpoG­

tion. 

About twelve months after the death of 

Sir Edward Pearcy, l\,1rs 1\1c,rdant re­

turned from the fouth of France, \vher~ 

{he had refided feveral years for the re­

covery of her health, an<l was highly de­

lighted with the appearance of her niece, 

who was at h<:;r arrival making prepara-

tions 

\I 

a. 

f.. ... 
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tions for a ball at Lord Darwin's, in ho­
nour of his fon's bii:th-d2.y. 

As Lady Pearcy was engaged to :1.c­
company her ~aughter, foe perfuaded 
her fill:er to join the party ; and as Mrs. 
Mordant had only traYellecl twenty miles 
tf1at morning, ilie was cauly pre\'ailed 
upon to accomi,any them. 

\Vhcn they arrived at Darwin Hal1, 
the greater part of the company were 
already affcmble<l, and every eye was 
directed towards Amanda the moment 
fl1e em~red the fccne of gaiety, and her 
fond mother's heart beat high with ex­
ultation, when fhe beheld the admitation 
that was involuntarily paid her. 

As the entertainment was entirely in-
0 tendc<l for young people, the blrnd fl:rnck 
up foon after their arrival; and \\ hen the 
~entlemcn got up to folcct: their partner~, 

s 3 Amand:;i 

I 
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Amanda and her friend were totally 

neglected. 

This circumil:ance, fo unexpecled and 

fo afl:onifhing, mortified her pride and 

tortured her feelings; and, unable to fop­

port the affront fhe had received, {lie con
1

-

jnred her mother to return· home. 

Mrs. Mordant, who lud beheld the 

applaufe with which fhe had been g;,zcd 

at upon her firll: appearance at the afrcm­

bly, could not po!libly account for the 

mortifying treatment; but rcfolving to ctif­

cover the real caufe, !he joined a lady, 

who fecmcd remarkably loquacious, but 

whofe back was towards her \\ hen fl1e 

entered. 

After fome ufual obfervations upon 

the performance they ·were viewing, fhe 

1 carelefsly inquired the name of the two 

young ladies who were unemployed, ancl 

expreffed her afioni{hment at the blind- ' 

nefs 

I. 

b. 
r, 
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nefs of the beaux in fuffering the moil: 
beautiful girl in the room to be with9ut 
a partne,·. . 

" She is certainly mofl: -{mcommonly 
lovely,'' replied 1\frs. \Vinter ; " but I 
believe the beys are .:.11 afraid of her~ 
for !he has fuch a v,ondrous ta1ent for 
the 1idiculous, that even be.: fatf.,cr, dur­
ing his fatal illnc.fs, became the cl:je.:i 
of her fatirc; and one of her fchoolfd­
lows, envious of her beauty, has circu­
lated the fl:ory round the room : ar .. ct 

thotJgh it certainly proved a corrupted 
he.::irt, I cannot hdp pit) ing the p0o r 
girl's mortification. ' ' 

"Do you know the lady,'' replied 
1\-Irs. i\.1urdant, " ·who h:1s been illi~e­
ral enough to f prc:id a report fo fOm­
pletely detriment:11? for I really cannot 
help d1Jubting its •v:ratit)', 2nd, Eke y(n::-

fr lt~ 
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felf, participate in the cmbarraffment I 

perceive !he feels." 

Mrs. \i\7inter immediately pointed 

her out, and Mrs, Ivfcrc.lant waited un­

til {he reached the bottom of the fet, 

and then requefi:ed a few moments audi­

ence. 

Mifs Collet was not much delighted 

with the idea of being drawn from an 

amufement of which fhe was pafiion­

ately fond ; but when Mrs. l\1ord:rnt 

requeficd her to explain her motive for 

prejudicing the party againft her niece). 

her confufion was fo great, it was with 

difficulty fhe could reply; but as /he 

was rather encouraged, th:m repr~(/cd, by 

the gentlenefs of Mrs. f\1ordant's man-. 

ner, the candidly owned that, in con­

fequcnce of Mifs Pearcy's having ridi­

culed and caricatured her durinQ the time 
.the 

re 

21 
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fhe was at fchool, f11e l1ad al ways felt 
an unconquerable aYedion to her, ,-vhich 
had been grc:itly incrc~fcd by having 
heard that !be had made a jdl: of her 
papa's injirn.it/cs. 

'' That you fl10uIJ be exafperatcd 
againft: M1fs Pearcy," faid Mrs. l\Jor­
dant, " for induiging her vein for ridi-- , 
cule at your expcnfc, l\tli[s Collet, I can 
readily forgiv(:; but tha~ you fhould 
adopt this pall ry method of !110 .. v ing your 
refentment, I moH hc:1rtily de(pife, and 
am inclined to think there is more oi 
ill-natui·e than truth in the report you 
have· fabricated.'' 

" I did not fabria;tc it, X,.1.~:am, '' faid 
!he, colouring with refcnt11:cnt; " for 
lVIifs Bliffct, who is her particular 
friend, has the caricature by her, which 

' fhc drew, and I am cert:iin l'viifs Pearcy 
I 

ailiflcd in the performance.'' 

"\Vcll," 
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" vVell," continued Mrs . .ivfordant, 

'' as it is neceffary to invc!ligate the 

matter, you will do me a favour by ac­

companying me acrofs the room to l\1ifs 

Bliffet; and if my niece is a !hanger to 

the circumfiance, you will certainly do 

her the jufiice to contradilt. a report, fo 

much to her difcredit." 

Mifs Bliffet was much lcfs wounded 

by the mortification {he had received, 

than the young lady, \Vho much lefs de­

ferved it, and had acl:u->.Ily propofed 

that they fhould dance together ; but 

when Mrs. Iviordant taxed her with 

having caricatured the father of her 

friend, her embarr~ffment became com­

pletely difireffing, and burfiing intG 

tears, !he acknowledged her culpability. 

" vVhat ! " faid Amanda, tdlifying 

the utmoft aftonifhment, " could you 

think of ridiculing my dear papa, who 

always 

t 
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always was fo good and kind to you? 
Eliza, furely you never could be fo un­
grateful?" 

" You perceive, 1\-Ii fs Collet," faid 
l\Irs. Mordant, " my niece is not fo def­
picable as you imagined ; and though ilie 
might in the height of girlifh folly have 
amufed herfelf by fatirizing your little 

~perfections, {he would have fhudclered 
.it the idea of expofing her father's infir-
111ities; and I muft infifl: upon your pub. 
licly acknowledging the injury you have 
done.'' 

" 0 my <lear aunt,'' replied Amanda, 
" fparc me the mortification, I befeech 
:you, of becoming an objecl: of general 
obfervation ; we have already attracl:ed 
the attention of the party, and I entreat 
you to fuffcr me to leave the room." 
Lady Pearcy, \-\hofc attention hacl for 
forne time been occupied by the fight of 

an 

I 

\ 
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an old ·ricnd, Jt this moment'joined the 

p:uty, and perceiving her ct:ughter's bath­

ed in tears, whilll her fifrer's countenance 

w:1s glowing with rcfr11tment, anxioufly 

inquired into the c:iufe, ~nd finding 

Amanda's agitation had rendered her 

conf picuous, fhe lc<l her to a different 

apartment, and tric<l - to footh
0 

her int? 

more compofore. 

l\Irs. l\tiordant ·w:is fo extremely hurt 

at the malignity of l'viifs Collet's con- ' 

duct, that {he rcfoh-cd to explain the 

circumfbnce to Lady Darwin, \\.ho 

had obferved ,vith afioniil1ment the 

,pointed inci\ ility Amanda ha<l received, 

and had been lXtremcly d1fpleafeci with 

her fon in confcquence of it. Her in­

dignation ~as, if po!Iible, fuperior to 

Mrs. Mordant's, and !he infifl:ec.t upon 

all the young gentlemen's offering an 

apology; 

Ir. 
II 
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apology; and entreated Amanda to re­
turn again to the ball-room : but the 
mortification 111e had received was too 
painful for her to be capable of fuch an 
exertion, and D1e rcquefied her mamma 
immediately to return. 

As foon as they were all feated in the 
carriage, 1\1rs. Mordant took her niece 
tenderly by the hand, and conjured her 
to let the incidents of the night make an 
indelible impreffion upon her mind. 
'' n-1ifs Collet" faid fhe, " has certainly 
acled mofi defpicably, but you provoked 
it by unjujl fcverity ; ,ve can mofi: of us 
bear to be told of our failings, but few 
of us can fubmit to having them ridi­
ctded, and fati~e is certainly the mofi: 
dangerous of weapons." 

Amanda felt the truth of the obferva-
• I tion, and promifed to fubduc the un-

T amiable 
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I 

amiable prnpenfity ; and whenever, at a 
future period, fhe felt inclined to be 
fevere, the recolleclion of Lady Dar­
win's ball completely checked it. 

l 



THE 

FAITHFUL SLAVE; 

OR1 T !IE. 

LITTLE NEGRO Bar. 

"p 
APA," faid Julius Godfrey, ad. 

dreffing himfolf to his father, " I wilh 
you would buy a little boy for me whom 
f faw begging in the fireet this morn­
ing ; for he fays he has neither father 
nor mother in this country, and that he 
is fearful of being {hived to death.'' 

" Buy you a little boy ! J uffus," faid 
Ir. Godfrey; " if you had a~cd me to 

T 2 hav~ 
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have bought you a little dog, I iliould 

not have been afl:onifhcd; but boys are 

neither to be bought uor fold in this hap­

py f pot of earrht 

'' 0 indeed, eap:i, they are," replied 

Julius ; " for Charles Henley's father 

bought him one, and kc has fuch fun 

with him, you can_not imagine. Some­

tifoes he makes a horfe of him, and 

fometimes a harlequin, for his fifl:ers 

have made him a very pretty jacket; 

and then if he won't jump over the 

places Charles wants him, he whips the 

wooden [word from his fide, and firaps 

him till he fiic;; over like a racehorfc.­

Oh, it is fuch fun, pap:i, you cannot 

conceive ! " 
, " And fo," fai<l ?vir: Godfrey fl:crnly, 

" your only motive for wilhina me to 
, b 

fave ·the boy from fbrving, was, that 

·ou rni~ht have the gratification of kill .. 
mg 

" 

f 
t: 
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ing him with cruelty, nnd purchafe 
pleafure at the expenfe of the poor crea­
ture's pain.>' 

"No, papa,'' replied Julius, " I 
would not hurt any body for the world; 
but you know black people have no feel­
ing; for Charles Henley fays, their ikins 
are as thick as a lob!1er's ihell, and if 
they wert to ~ boiled, they would be as red." 

" Then Charles Henley is as weak as 
he is wicked, and dcferves boiling him­
felf, '' faid f\{r. G0dfrey. "But where 
did you fee the unfortunate child, whofe 
fituation you h:ive given me rcafon to 
imagine is fo peculiarly di!1reffing, ·and 
fo very miferable r" 

Before Julius had time to reply to the 
interrogation, a fervant entered, and 
informed Mr. Godfrey, a little negro 
was at the door, \\-ho requdled to 

T 3 fpcak 
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t~peak with maflcr Julius ; and who was 

crying and moaning in a mofl: piteous 

manner; '' And really, fir," faid the 

, man, " the poor boy fcems almofi: fi:arv-

ed.'' ' 
" Give him fomcthing to eat then,,. 

faid the benevolent man, " and then 

fend him into my fl:udy; for I flatter 

myfelf I ihall have the power of reliev­

ing his wants more completely than my 

fan." 
As foon as the iittle fellow had fup-

plicd the prcl1lng calls of hunger, the 

fervant conducted him into his mafter's 

{ludy, where he related fuch au artlefs ✓ 

tale of forrow, as in!1antly made an im­

preffion upon l\fr. Godfrey's feeling 

he:ut. He told him he ha<l been pur• , 

chafe l by a lieutenant in the navy, ·who 

had treated him both wi th arrcB:ion and 

kindnefs 1 but that upon his ~rriva1 in 
Engl~nd, 

po 
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England, his mafl:er had been feized 

with a putrid fever, and had died in a 

few days; and that his mother, who 

was a widow, was fcarcely able to fup­
port herfelf, and therefore could not be 

at the expenfe of keeping a fervant. 

The fimple manner in which he defcrib-

ed his . forlorn fituation, and the f ym­

pathctic one, in which he lamented the , 

death of the young man he ferved, con­

vinced l\1r. Godfrey that his natural dif­

p0fition was both attached and amiable; 

and he refolved immediately to become 

his friend ; but without replying to the 

account which had fo completely inter­

ell:ed his humanity, he opened the door, 

and calling to his fan, addreffed him in 

the f0llow itig language : . 

" As you know, my dear Julius, I 
have a re:il gratification in complying 

with your de fires, when they f pring 

from 
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from benevolence, or are founded upon 

prudence, you will not be furprifecl at 

hearing that I intend taking this little 

fellow into my fervice, and placing him 

entirely about your perfon, on condition, 

that you prornife to treat him rather with 
the good nature of a companion, than 

-the fternnefs of a rnafl:er, and al ways re­

collea, that there is fomething fo pecu­

liarly attracl:irc in kindnefs and ajfcElicn, 
that the heart ,, hjch is infen!ible to its 

effects, mnfl: either be cafed in coldnefs, 

corwp ed bf \ ice, or dead to the findl: 
feelinf;~ of nature. But as this unfor-

. tunate child has proved that he is capa­
b1e both of fioel11y ar:d attochmcnt, j~ 

"ill be your duty to flrcngthcn the 

gr,nnh of both, a!'d by uni.orm civility, 

and unintc:rrupted g,1 od nati.re, chenfh 

thofe fenfations he is inclined to feel. 

" TI-.e impreffions you fec.m to h.1ve 

recei\•ed 

r .. 

. 
·• . 
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received from your friend Henley, are 
an affront to your underfl:anding, and a 
difgrace to your heart; for can you for 
a moment fuppofc, that the 'colour of 

, a JJ:i1i can alter: th.e acutenefs of lts feel­
ing ; or that by being born in a fervid 
climate, the natural fenfations can be­
come conde n fed ? If any race of people 
have a peculiar claim upon the compaf­
fjon of their fellow-creatures, it is thofc 
who are born in a fiate of flavery and 
fubjell:ion; who, torn from thofe con­
nexions which made that fiate fupport­
able, are doomed to drag on a miferable 
exiflence in a difl:ant country, where the 
tender found of father, fon, or brother, 
can nev~r reach their affiiclcd hearts." 

" 0 mine father-mine poor dear fa­
' ther !'' fobbed out the ~ioitated child "no, 

I ::, ' Y .anko never fee <le more !''-', You 
1h;ill find m me a father,'' faid l\lr. 

Godfrey, 
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Godfrey, taking the little African by the 

hand, " an<l in my fon a brother ; fo 

dry your eyes, my little man, and try to 

merit our regard.,, .... 
" Yes, maffar, '' faid the grateful 

child, " me try to be good boy-me 

vill love you all day long-and me vill 

die for you ven you be fick !-0 Yanko 

vill be de very belt of all de boys.'' 

I\1r. Godfrey then informed his fon, 

that though it 1,,vas to be Yanko's bufinefs 

to bru{h his clothe.s, clean his fhoes, 

attend him when he went a-fi!hing, and 

become the partner of his gcnerll fports, 

yet he was alfo to become his daily pu­

pil, and be taught the rudiments both 

of reading and writing; " For though, 0 

{aid that benevolent man, " the in­

tellecttJ,d and moral powers of thofe 

unfortunate people: arc generally to­

tally unoJtivated, nature has been as 

bounteous 

tior., 

t;:ii 

rec~ir 

liru~J 
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bounteous to them as to any other of her 
children, and they are equally capable 
of becoming great, noble, and difinter.:" 
!fled.'' 

Julius promifed to ohey his fathe:'s 
precepts; and inllead of indulging the 
-idea of making Yanko fubfervient to 
his pleafures, he only thought of pro .. 
motrng his happinefs; and reflelteJ 
upon Charles Henley's conduct with a 
mixture of difguft, pain, and fympathy

4 The eafe and compofure of Yanko's 
~ind foon produced a wonderful effecl 
upon his perfon; and thofe features 
which had been funk by famine and 
dejected by misfortune, acquired fo 
great a degree of livelinefs and anima­
tion, that it was impoffible to look at 
him without pleafure; and whiHt Julius 
received the highefi gratification in in­
~rucling him, Yanko's rapid improve-

ment 
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.., mcnt under his tutelage proved the 

quicknefs of his undcrfbnding and the 

acutcnefs of his perception. 

As Mr. Godfrey was one day crofiing 

the yard, unperceived by Yanko (who 

was beating one of his young mJfl:cr's 

coats), his attention was called forth by 

the harmonious found of his _voice, and 

his moc.le of beating dme upon the coat 

to the tune he was finging; and drawing 

:near, without being difcovered, he dif­

.tinctly hear<l the follov\ ing words, which 

:at _once proved the fimplicity of his 

ta!l:e, and the happincfs of his f Jclin6s. 

A . 

' Y ANKO's SONG. 

YA!'IKO happ ·-Yanko bright, 

Like de fiars dat gild the night; . 
Yanko's bofom ever feem 

Like the NiJc>r's filvcr fiream,. 
Ever 

ed 

p: 

G 
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Ever flowing, ever free, 
Ever full of joy and glee. 
Yanko lo:ve his maffar dear, 
Lo-11e, btcaufe he can no fear, • 
When no cat-o'-ninc-tazls near. 

Julius, who from a window had per­
ceived his father attentively lifl( ning 
to what was going forward, immedi­
ately joined him, and was highly amuf­
ed at the fpecimen he heard of his pu­
pil's talents for poetry, and eagerly 
inquired of his fothcr, if he did not 
think it very pretty? 

" 1 think it very gratifying,'' faid Mr. ' 
Godfrey, " and f(:-ldom icit a fenfation 
of plcafure more delightful, than I ex­
perienced in hearing him repeat it; for 
what, my dear fellow,'' fa1d th:it amia­
ble man, looking at his fun v,ith an eye 
of ttndernefs, '' can afford the mind fo 
:~fined a "fati~f.iB.ion, as the kno\, ing 

11 
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we have refcued a fellow-creature from 

difirefs, and filled bis breafi with joy 

and gladnefs? and how different muff: 

our feelings have been, had we heard 

the poor fellow lamenting his misfor­

t11nes, and execrating our fcverity ! '' 

" 0 papa," replied Julius, " how I 

wiili Charles Henley could have heard 

him! it is very unlucky he has been in 

:he country ever !ince Yanko came; or 

perhaps, when he had fecn how kindly 

he was treated, he might have bch;:ned 

differently to little Peter ; for I am fore 

he does not think he hurts him, or he 

would not ufe him fo unkindly ; and hi~ 

papa is never angry with him for it.'' 

" f11s papa,'' faid Mr. Godfrey, " i,s 

much more blameable than himfelf • 

. But people in gener:11, l v,•ho h,-.ve been 

brought np in the vVefl: Indies, acquire 

an arr0~ance of mind, and a hardnrfs of 
heart, 

C , 

(1 

h 



THE FAITHFUL SLAVE, 219 

heart, that renders them dead to the ~ 
feelings of humar.~i:y; and are apt to 
confider thofc unhappy beings, whom 
flavcry has put within tl1eir power, as 
created merely for the it pleafures and 
convenience." 

Mr. Godfrey was prevented from 
continuing the fubjccl:, by the entrance 
of the \'cry boy of .\, horn they had j uft 
been fpeaking, who after fhaking Julius 
cordially by the hand, faid, " So I fee 
your p:ipa has bonght little Mungo for 
vou ; he looks rather different to_ what 
he did the morning he folicitc<l our cha~ 
ritv. '' 

,I 

" Yes," replied Julius, with anima­
ted warmlh, " he may well look di_ffi, -
mt, poor un uppy fellow ! for I believe 
he then was almo!l: flarving, and had 
p ot a friend in the world to help him ; 

u 2 and 
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and now he ft;els the comfort ot kind 

treatment.'' 

" Is he full of tricks?'' faid Cl arks, 

'' or are you forced . to flog him intc­

fim? I lo1g to have fome fpo,t '"'·ith 

him; for Pe·u's been fo ill fince we 

ha,·e been gom .. , that he has nt\1er once 

played harlequin; and now my father's 

going to fend h:m to the hofpital, for 

he ,vdl not be any longer plagued w1 h 

him ; he goes moping about the houfe 

like a hen turkey in a fno\vy day." 

Thou6n this converfation was fpok en 

in a h:llf wh1fpcr. Mr. Godfrey had 

been fo attenti\e· to it, that he rct.lined 

the grc.itefi part, :rnd turn ing to Charles, 

. he faid, " l am ext.:-e:nely forry, young 

gentleman, to hear you mention the 

iibLf.., of a ft llow-creat,ae, with fo little 

fyrnpathy, ·and fuch unfeeling indif-
fcrc:1cc9 
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fcrcnce. If you \Yere to be foddenly 
indifpofed, the angui{h of pain ,vould 
be f oficned by the tendernefs of your 
friends, and the attention of your fer~ 
vants ; yet though they might adminif­
ter to } our comforts, they could not 
afluage your feelings, and you would 
fiill fuffcr from the acutenef? of difeafe. 
But if you had ntJ one to pity your an­
guifh, adminifl:er to your wants, or 
footh your affiia1on, how much more 
hment:J ble would your fituation be ; 
and how do you conceive you could fop­
port fuch an acc11mubtio11 of mifery ?" 

" Support it, fir!" replied Charles; 
'' why, I am ne\cr 1ikel1 to fupport it, 
for I have a father who lo'l.'~J, and a 
mother who doats upon me; and ·who 
ne\'er leaves me one moment, if I hare 
but a little hcaJ-ache.'' 

" And p{)"'r Peter," faid ~Ir. God-
u ':! ..., frey, 
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frey, in a tone of tendcrnefs, 'f was once, 

perhaps, in that enviq_ble Jituati:m; blcft 

in the affecrion of a father, and cheri th-

• ed by the fondnefs of a mother ; and 

yet how dre::idfol now the alteration ! 

This world, my dear Charles, is a. 

fcene of changes and viciil~tudes ; the 

rnorni1'g fun is fuddenly ovcribadowed 

by clouds of darknef~, and thefe clouds as 

1·apidly illumined by a cheerful {1 y. If, 

therefore, )Our heart is fo cornpletdy 

ada_mantine, that you cannot feel from 

11ature, endeavour to do fo from pru­

dmcc; and remember, that no one in 

thi5 life can be exempted from mi~for­

tune, or ibidJc.d from nanfirions. You 

arc tc o young to Eecorne callous ; and 

l hope the unfeeling indifference ·with 

which you named 1he unfortunate child 

whofe fitu:11ion is fo very pitiable, pro­

ceeded rather from want of tbe11ght, than 
want 

fl 
,. 
I· 

(. 

·-
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want of human:ty ; and that, \\ hen yon 
go ' home, y,)U wiil g;vc proofs of that 
compaffion which ought to inhabit every 
hum:m b:-cafi.'' S0 faying, Mr. God­
frey left the room, '" h11ll: Charles ap­
pe:ued no: J";,uch flatt<.:1ul by the pre­
ceding converfation. 

" \Vh1t an ot!d man your· father is, 
.Julius!'' he ex-:lai1rn.d; "and yet there 
was a great deal of 'truth in what he faid 
ab mt me an<l Pt?to·; for, to be fure, if he 
ever had a father and mother as fond of 
him, as my parents a.:-e of me, he muft 
be very unh:?ppy now he has no enc to 
take notice of him." 

Julius repeated to his friend all the 
excellent principles his fa~hcr had taken 
fuch p:iins to incuJcate ; and after en­
treating him to confider negrocs as fel_ 
low creatures, fubjecl to the fame p:if­
!ions, and endowed with the fame feel-

mgs 



:!2-f. TUE FAITHFUL SLAVE. 

rngs as themfelves, he concluded his 

oration bv fa\ing-, that he never felt half 
; ., -· 

fo much pleafure when they amufcd 

themfelves by making PLkr perform_ 

harlequin, as he had dor.e in hearing 

Yanko fing an artlcfs ditty of his eiwn 

corrpofing, expreilive of his own bap­

pinefs, and his att:ichment to himfdf. 

Although Mr. Godfrey \.\ as fo amia­

ble a characler, and delighted in pro­

motin,; both the intcrdl: and happincfs 

of his <lcpendc11ts, yet among{l the 

m!r.1bcr of them v ·as 0;1e, whole de­

pravity of h art w~s artfully co1;ceakd 

, by a fpccio~rs appearance, and, v,, l,ilf1 he 

~ppc2.rcd \v~nnly :Htachrci to his rnafler,s 

interdt, was ir fidioufiy pbnning his 

fotui"c ~lefiruc.1i0•1 . 

This mJ:i, "'·hofc name ~.,·as Robert, 

the failhful Y:rnko had long rcg:uded 

v;:: ., a fufpicious eye, in ccnfecjlience of 

having 

n ' 

Ti; 
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haring accidentally overheard a few 
\Yords that paffed between him and a 
prc,;endld brbther, who fpent the great­
dl: p .. rt cf his time in Mr Godfrey's 
J.,itchen, ,and wh8, when they retired 
to thei r country f-:at, alfo followed th:!rn 
into Ham r:11 ire. 

A brge pJrty were affembled at the 
Grange, wh:ch WJS the name of the 
r efpcaab!e m::inGon rvir. Godfrey inha­
bited, and amongfl: the number, :m 
Ea{l Indian family, jufl: arrived from 
Ben6:1I, htrl~n \\' ith the trcaCure of that 
rich foil : and Yanko, as he was water­
ing tome flowers ;it the extren.ity of the 
fluubbery, providentially heard Robert 
and his companion arranging their plan, 
not on! y for robbing the {hangers of 
their prize, but murdering them and his 
generous maCT:cr, if they attcm ptcd to 
Jnflke the h:a!t refinance. 

Shocked 
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Shocked at the atrocity of the inhu­

man defign, and eager to fru!l:rate its 

execution, it was ·with the utm.ofl: diffi­

culty he could refl:rain himfelf from 

breaking in upon their c.:onverfation, 

and proving at once he was acquainted 

with their villany; but a few moments 

reflecl:ion checked his impetuofity, and 

he concealed himfelf behind a tree until 

the intended affaffins had dcp:ntcd. At 

that moment, r,1r. Godfrey, Julius, 

and two of their friend s, drew near the 

fpot of his concealment, when the agi­

tated boy fieppcd forward, anc1 throw­

ing himfelf on his l:nees before Julius, 

bud1: into a flood of tears, exclaiming, 

" Oh, <le vicked Robert would kill mine 

own dear maffar ! de vickcd man, de 

vickcd man ! hut no, Yanko die J~r 
; 11wJ!r1r f Janko diP f or nu:ffar !'' 

i\tlr. Godfrey's afl:oniihment may be 
cafi!y 
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eafily irnz.gir.ed, and after rai{ing the 
faitbful Yanko from the ground, and 
thanking him for his ~ttachment, he 
defired him to explain the caufc of his 
fuf picions; and after hearing a circum­
fl:an tial detail of the whole affair, he 
immediately fent for the officers of juf­
tice, who arrived at the Grange before 
the abandoned men had any idea of 
their being fufpeclecl ; an<l finding they 
had only to rely upon their mafl:er 's clc~ 
mency, they made a full confefiion of 
their intended crimes, and earnellly be­
fought that compailion they fo ill de­
ferved. 

\Vhilfi Mr. Godfrey was painting the 
heinoufnefs of their guilt in the mofl: 
glowing colours, Julius and his friends 
were loading the faithful Yanko with 
applaufe ; and Mr. Bloflat, who con-­
fidered him as the faviour both of his 

2 life 
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life and property, tefl:ified his g:·atitude 

by prefenting bim with a purfe contain­

ing fifty guineas, which he {henuoufly 

refufed, faying, " No, ma!far; me want 

no money-me ,va1:t no clothes-and 

me no like paying when me do what's 

right." 

THE END. 

,. 
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