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CHAP. I. 

CURIOSITY EXCITED. 

" OH! I had intended to stop," ex .. 

claimed 1\1rs. Belfast, as her carriage 

turned down a lane out of I(ensing

ton, the place of her residence. " Do, 

my dear," continued she, addressing 

herself to her d~ughter, " pull the 
B 



2 Curiosity etccited. 

check-string.-'' " ,vhy, mamma
,vhy mamma ?" eagerly enquired 
I.Janra. " Be q nick, my dear,,., re
plied her mother; " we shall have 
gone too .far for me to turn bnck.'' 
Laura pulled the check-string, and 
let down the glass. 

" I meant to have stopped," said 
l\lrs. Belfast to her coacbmJn, " be
fore we had left the town ; but as the 
Jane is narrow, yon need not turn 
back; I'll alight here.--'' 

The momcn t the coach door was 
opened, Laura was jumping out. 
u You may wait for me," said .:\Irs. 
Belfast; " I shall not be gone fi\'e 
1ninutcs.'-' " Pray, rnamrna, let me 
go with you," said Laura. "No, 
111y dear, it docs not suit me,'' an
s, ... ·ercd her mother. " t, ow do, 
nra y ~ 1"+.: me come, I ,vish for it so - . , 
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Curiosif_lj eJ.xited. S 

very much." l\!1 rs. Belfast, ho\v .. 

ever, \"i ithont staying to hear her 

finish lier entreaty, desired the foot

man to shut the door. 

Laura continued teazing, with her 

head out of vvindow, till she saw her 

mother turn round into l(ensington ; 

and then throwing herself upon the 

scat, " "That can be mamma's objec

tion,'' said she, " to my going with 

her? I am sure there can be no rea-. 

son against it. She said she should 

not be gone five minutes. I-low pro• 

voking it is!" 

Five minutes, ten minutes, elap

sed, and no 1Irs. Belfast returned. 

" \Vhere can my mamma be gone!" 

Gxclaimecl Laura. "I am sure I wish 

I had jumped out: she would then, 

· pcrhJ.ps, have taken me with her." 

Iler curiosity now passed all bounds. 

B ·2 



4 Curiosil!J ea:cited. 
'' Did you see which way my mam
ma went, Thomas?" said she to the 
footman, who ,vas walking back
wards and forwards by the side of 
the coach. " Ko, miss, how should 
I?': replied the man. " Oh, I wish 
I knew/' said she. 

flalf an hour ·passed, which, to 
Laura's impatience, appeared double 
the time. " Open the door, if yon 
please, Thomas," said she; " I n1ust 
go and see after my mamma." 

The moment she had alighted, 
!\1rs. Belfast appeared in sight. Laura 
skipped back into the coach, "1V11ere 
,vere you going, my dear?" said l\lrs. 
Belfast, as soon as they were seated. 
'' I-I-I began to be uneasy," re
plied her daughter, blushing. 

" Thank you, Laura, for your 
anxiety on my account," said !\1rs. 

t 
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Curiosity e.i·citecl. 5 

Belfast, looking earnestly at her; " I 
was cletai ned longer than I had ex
pected.-'' 

'' l\lamma," sa'id Laura, trying to 
assume a smile, after a few moments' 
silence, " ·where have you been sud~ 
a long time?" 

"Laura," replied l\Irs. Belfast," I 
see plainly what will be the case ; as 
usual, you will make yourself un
happy for the day, because there is 
a trifling circumstance with which I 
bave not acquainted you. Do, my 
clear, take my advice in time, and 
try to suppress your insatiable curi
osity." 

" Yes ; but you will tell me, will 
you not, where you have been?" 

" Is this a proof, Laura, you arc 
following my advice?" 

'' But 1 do wish so very much to 
n 3 



6 Curiositg excited. 

know. I never ,vas so puzzled in all 
my life. Oh, rnamma, if you would 
but answer me this one question, I . 
would never be curious again.'' 

'' If I do, you will not be neare-r 
satisfied; for it will introduceanother, 
which I certainly shall not answer." 

,; Only tell me· that, mamma, and 
I will not ask you any thing further. 
Did yon call any where?'' 

" Yes." 
"At l\1rs. Green's?" "No." 
" Upon l\Iiss Harris?" ""No.'' 
" Upon any poor person? 
" Poor in comparison of some, and 

rich in comparison of others ; not a 
person in absolute indigence. u 

" Did you see any body that I 
;:now?'' 

" Yes ; six-seven people that you 
l ,, 
1{110\V. _ 
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Curiosity excited . 7 

" Six or seven gentlemen and la

dies ! " 
" It is a nice point to determine 

who are gentlemen and ladies." 

" lVlamma, you arc determined ,not 

to understand me: you know very 

well what I mean." 

" \Vell, my poor Laura, I wi11 take 

pity upon you. The seven persons 

of your acquaintance ,~/horn I saw 

were not, according to your accepta

tion of the word, gentlemen and 

1 l
. ., 

ac1es.-

,, ,vhere is it possible yon can ~ 

l1ave been ? Surely not to any shop; 

you could not, in that case, have ob

jected to my going with yon.'' 
'' N everthcless it ,vas to a shop 

that 1 went.'' 

"To a shop, mamma, what shop?'' 

• " To jlrs. IIilcox's, to 11urchase 
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something I had occasion for. 

" To purchase ,vh:1t, rnarnma ?" 
'' _A_ pu::::le for a curious girl." 
" Now, rnarnma, how· you do de

light to worry me!" said Laura, pee
vishly. " Speak," continued she, 
bursting into tears of vexation, on 
finding her mother paid no attention 

to what she last said. " Now do, 
pray, tell me what you went to buy." 

" No; you are now come to the 
unanswerable question ; so with your 

leave we will change the subject." 
Laura, after this, ventured not to 

plead any further; but she was silent 
and out of humour the remainder of 
the ride. I-Ier mother very kindly 
attempted several times to lead her · 
into conversation; bnt finding all her 
endeavours fruitless, she took a book 

out of her pocket, and began to read, 

.. 
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CI-IAP. II. 

TIIE MYSTERY RELATED TO A 

FRIEND. 

LAURA, still vexed and dissatisfied, 

\vas by no means in her usual spirits 

at dinner. In the course of the after

noon, Ellen Green, a favourite play-

1nate of nearly her own age, unex-
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pectedly called upon her. Laura led 

her young friend into the garden, and 

putting her arm round her waist, 

immediately began to impart to her 

the grievance that oppressed hermind. 

" 0, 111y dear Ellen," said she, 

" I am glad yon are come ; for such 

a strange thing has happened, that I 

,vished to consult you. Do you 
\ 

know," she continued with an air of 

importance, " my rnamma and I went 

out this morning for an airing. \Ve 

had no sooner turned do\\' ri the lane 

that leads to Chelsea, than she de

sire<l me to pull the check-string for 

Jacob to stop. I asked ber why, and 

she would not tell me. She would 

not have the coach turn rouncl, bnt 

she got out, and away she ,,·alked, 

vi'ithout listening to what I had to 

~ay ; only telling n1e she should be 
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back in five minutes. I could not 
think what was the matter; for she 
,,vas gone, I dare s::iy, near an hour. 
"\Ylien she came back I found, after a 
great deal of guessing, that she had 
not called upon any of our acquaint
ance, but had only been to ~:f rs. 
IIilcox's ; but I am more puzzled 
than ever, to think why there should 
be so much mystery." 

" Perhaps," said Ellen, " she went 
to buy a present for you. ,vhat are 
you most in want of?" 

" I want a thousand things," re
turned Laura: '' my huswife is so 
shabby, that I am almost ashamed of 
its being seen; and I have long wished 
for a netting-weight, and a smelling
bottle like yours; but what I should 
Jike best of all, ,voulcl be that sweet 
little Tunbridge-ware writing-Lox 
we Loth J<lmired so much.'' 
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" ,v ell, Laura," rejoined Ellen, 

" I do really think it is not impossi

ble that your mamma should have 

bought that box for you. She sa\V 

the other day how 1nuch you were 

pleased with it." 
" To be sure," said Laura, " it 

would be quite like her. She is always 

so good, and so indulgent. And now 

~hat you have put this into my head; 

dear Ellen, I begin to be sorry for my 

behaviour this morning. To speak 

the truth, I was a little out of hu

mour; but it always provokes me to 

see a person make secretsfornothing." 

A summons to tea now broke off 

the conversation, and the two little 

girls had no opportunity to renew it 

the remainder of the evening; but 

before they parted Laura promised to 

g1-ve her friend a particular account, 
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The Mystery related. 13 

the fin,t time they met, of all she 
could discover relating to this in1-
portan t mystery. 

The following day was a restless 
one to the curious temper of Laura. 
1\Irs. Belfast did not attempt to ac
count for her wonderful disappear
ance. I-Ier behaviour was the same 
as usual, nor did she appear to no
tice her daughter's uneasiness. She 
put her hand into her pocket several 
t imes, and onee she even felt in it 
longer than usual. Laura watched 
her with eagerness , Her mamma 
'had just commended her attention to 
her studies, and surely, thought she, 
this is the moment to ~ward it. 11rs. 
Belfast's countenance, too, as she 
drew out her hand, expressed to her 
raised imagination something more 
than ordinary. Alas ! vd1at a blank 

C 
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did slie experience, when she s~nv her 

at length put on her thimble, ;rnd 

quiet] y begin to work. A nothcr 

time, as Laura was hastily running -
by the room in ·which her mother 
was sitting, she heard herself called. 
H Do you want !11c, mamrna ?" ~a id 

she e3gerly, flattering hersrlf that she 

~bo11Id at that moment receive ber 
expected present. " I only wish 
you, my dear, to tell Nanny th~t I 
\Yant to speak with her." .1\ second 
severe mortification for tl1c anxio11s 

Laura. 
Eveni11g came on, and lwppiiy 

brought with it some relief. " \\'l1e11 

yon were at 1\lrs. I11lco~/s yester
day,." enquired she, '' did you se~ 

the bcauti!'ul little V,Titing-box ?" 

'' No, my ·dear, it l\·as sold." 

Thi s answer W:t :3 a clne to :1?H:;vi:! 

!lie 
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The 1,1yster!J related. , 15 

the mystery. From her mother's 

knowing so positively it was sold, it 

·was plain she had enq uircd after it ; 

but as it might have been a day or 

two before she could procure another, 

tlie rea~on that it had not yet been 

mentioned vvas eviclcn t. 

\Vhcn Laura retired to bed, she 

amused herself by anticipating the 

pleasure the i)osscssion of so charm

ing a treasure would afford her: and 

the next morning she contrived to 

send a note to Ellen, acquainting her 

that tliey had not been mistaken in 

thci r conj cct urcs. 

i,. early ~ week elapsed, and Laura 

hegan to grow very impatient for the 

arrival ot the standisb. She v-vas one 

1norning sitting with her marnma, 

when tbe maid came in and said that 

a person lnd brought a box, but was 

C ~ 



I 6 The J.llystery related. 

not certain that he was at the right 
house. 

"0 yes," said J\Jrs. Belfast," it 
is for me ; let it be taken in." 

'' Shall I go and fetch it, mamma ?" 
said Laura. 

" No, my dear, Nanny will take 
it to n1y dressing-room; I am busy, 
and do not want it here." 

" l\Iamma, I will carry it up if 
you please." 

" I had n1uch rather, Laura, you 
should n1ind your work. Y 01.1 know 
1 wait for what you are doing." 

Laura was obliged to stifle her im
patience, and continue her employ
ment; but she pleased herself with 
the thought, thc1t she vas certain of 
soon receiving the long boped-for 
present, and finding the mystery 
completely done away. 



CIIA P. 111. 

A Pl:EP I)iTO THE eox. 

}.Ins. Belfast had an engagement for 

the cvrning; and Laura, who had 

not before had an opportn n i ty, ran 

up in to her ma IT\ ma's clressi ng-roon1 

the moment the coach hac.1 driven 

fro111 th~ <loor. After sea re hi ng ir. 
C 3 



18 A Peep into the Bo:r. 

vain all over the room, and looking 

in every open drawer, a plain deal 

box, on the top of a high chest of 
drawers, httractcd her attention; 

which, though of itself without either 

beauty or value, tnight, she hoped, 

contain the object of her ,visbes. 

Her eyes sparkling with expecta

tion she mounted upon a chair, and 

attempted to take it down: but after 
l1aving reached it with a good deal 

of difficulty, as she was still too short 
to hold it securely, it unfortunately 

slipped from her hands, and falling 

upon a large swing-glass that stood 

upon a cl_ressi ng ·table beneath, smash
ed it into a thousand pieces. 

Laura was, however, too much en

gaged to pay any attention to the ac• 

ciden t. She sprang from the chair; 

but on lifting np the cover, how great 
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.A Peep i1do the Box. 19 

,vas her surprise to find that the box 
• 

was empty! 

"Oh dear !u she exclaimed, "how 
can this be? Surely every thing 

happens to teaze me. I am not at 

all nearer knowing the secret than I 

was before." And then she added, 

looking nwurnfully at the glass, 
u ,vhat an unlucky acci<lent ! Oh, 
what shall I say to my mamn1a ?" 

Having employed herself for some 

time in picking up the broken glass, 

she went to Nanny, and, after be

vailing her n1isfortune, enquired if 
she could tell what it ,vas that came 

in the fatal hox? " Oh yes, miss," 

said Nanny ; " 1Iiss Fenning sent 
home your mamma's ne\v bonnet in 

~ 

it. l\1y mistress is gone out in it 
!o-night." 

,~ _i\h ! is that all r' said Laura, i~1 
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a disappointed tone. " But pray, 

Na1;11y, can you tell whether any 
other box, or any parcel, has come 

to the house this last ,veek \\ ithout 

my knowing it? 
" Ko, that I can't," answered 

Nanny;" bnt I have not heard of any.'' 
Laura then, witlicqual eagerness, 

repeated the same question to all the 

other servants, and received from 

each of tbem a :similar ans,vcr. 

i\liss Belfast's cliRposition was in

genuous; she therefore cletermi necl to 
'- · 

be the first to acquaint her mother 

witli the accident. The moment she 

rrtnrne<l she ran· to her, and surn

monin()" alJ her courao-e, trernbiinn-l)r 
~ 0 0 

informed her of all that had happened. 

" Is there no encl to your restless 

curiosity?" cnqnired :i.Irs. Belfast. 

u Could you suppose that there was 
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a~y thing in that box that related to 
yon?" Laura coloured and hung 
l1er head. " Speak, Laura," conti
nued her mother; '' did you ima
gine that the box contained any thing 
of yours? or ,vhat could induce you 
to be so insufferably inquisitive?" 

" I\Ia1nmat returned the abashed 
girl, " you know you would not tell 
me the other clriy what you went to 
buy at 1\1 rs. I-Iilcox's; and I toqk it 
into my head it ,vas a present for me; 
and I thought it might be in that box; 
and so I looked to see what it was.,, 

'' I will foro-ive ,·on this once " 0 J ' 
rej oined l\Irs. Belfast, " in conside-
ration of your honest confession; but 
I~t not the lesson of this afternoon be 
Jost npon you. Do endeavour to 
check this prying propensity, which, 
believe me, Laura, if indulged, will 
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prove your tormentor through life. 

As to your present conjectures," 

continued she, after a pause, " they 

were qui ~e ·without foundation; for I 

had not the smallest intention of buy

ing any thing for you at l\Irs. llil

cox's. The mighty occasion of my 

leaving you, I mc1y possibly be at 

liberty one clay to reveal.'' 

A day or two past before Laura 

had an opportunity to relate her dis

appointment to Ellen; during which 

time her imagination ,vas constantly 

on the stretch to find somcthin6 mys- • 

· terious in the most simple occurrence; 

and to trace in whatever was said 

some alln.,ion to.the ,vonJcrful visit 

to ::\Irs. Ililcox's. 



CfIAP. 1v·. 

THE DISPUTE. 

LA URA having obtained permission 

~o visit her friend, immediately took 

l1er aside to relate all that had past. 

" And now, my dear Ellen," said 

she, " I do not kno\v what to sup-

pose . The more I think over every 
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circumstance, the more I am c01n~in
cecl my mamma left me for some very 

particular reason. She thought to 

impose upon me, that is very plain,, 

by telling me she went to ~Irs. Hil ... 
cox's to purchase something ; but I 
am not to be caught so easily neither. 

It is very likely she did buy some 

trifling article; but that never was 

her motive for stopping the coach,, 
and refusing to take n1e with her." 

" Pooh!" said Ellen, " what other 
reason could she have for aoin(r to 

::, 0 

the shop?" 

---'' That," said Laura, " I am sure 
I cannot teII; for I have puzzled to 
no purpose. She was saying yester
day, that people should, in son.e 
cases, be careful to assist pri vatci y 
those that are in distress; as it might 

hurt their fei:lings, if it should be . 
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The Dispute. 25 

known th~t they accepted of relief: 
and this seemed to bring to her mind 
~lrs. Hilcox ; for she spoke of her 
immediately after. So it came into 
my head, that she might possibly 
have called to carry her two or three 
guineas; for you know she lost her 
husband very lately.'' 

" Yes ; but you know she is in a 
very good way of business.', • 

" So every body supposes; but 
,ve often hear of shopkeepers going 
on for some time in a flourishing 
,va y, and then breaking all to 
nothing, to the surprise of all the 
world ; and I should not wonder if 
th~t should soon be the case with 
the Hiicoxes. 1-Iowever, let my 
mamma have done for them what she 
would, there could certainly be no 
objection to her n1entioning it to her 

D 
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own daughter.'' Elien smiled. '' You 

cannot imagine," continued Laura, 

gravely, " bow I am puzzled be

tween my different fancies. There 

is one," added she, sighing, " that 

I fear is bn t too likely to be true ; 

and yet it is so melancholy, that I 
cannot bear to think of it." 

" Dear Laura, what can that be?" 

enquired Ellen. 

" vr e went the night before last to 

drink tea with ~Irs. Darwin and her 

daughter, who, you know; have the 

first floor at the Hilcoxes ; and when 

,ve came away, my mamma praised 

1\Iaria as the most amiable and ac- ~ 

complished girl she knew, and said 

she did so much credit to her instrnct

ress, that there was no school, to 

·which she should so much like to 

send a daughter of her own, as to 

II 
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lvirs. Hutchinson's, where Maria has 

been ever since she was eight years 

old. From this, and from a great many 

other ~ircumstances, I cannot help 

fearing that she went to 11rs. Hil

cox's to make enquiries of lVIrs. Dar

win ; and that she means to send me 

to school with :tvlaria, as soon as the 

l\tlidsummer holidays are over." 

"But did not your mamma tell you 

that ::;he did not call upon any lady ?'' 
Laura. "Not upon any lady ac

cording to m_lj acceptation of the 

word: but she knows very ,vell that 

I do not think l\1rs. Darwin looks 

at all like one, with her slouch bon

net and morning cap; for she has 

heard me say so a thousand times." 

Ellen. " \Vell, I think yon have 

no occasion to make yourself uneasy." 

Laura. " But ,vhen one 1s 111 a 

D 2 
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puzzle, such odd notions will come 
into one's head. However, I must 
own I sometimes think I am a great 
simpleton, to torment myself, while 
perhaps my mamma might only have 
intended to give ~e pleasure, and 
might have gone to Mrs. Hilcox's to 
bespeak I1er son to come and play to 
us some afternoon on his violin, while 
,,ve danced upon the lawn." 

~' Oh dear!" exclaimed Ellen, giv
ing a sudden spring for joy, "what a 

charming evening we should have ! 
But tell me, Laura, what reason have 
you for this supposition ?" 

Laura. '' Oh, not much; only 
my mamma told me she wished I 
would practise the steps more by my
self, for I had so forgotten them, she 
should be ashamed of any one seeing 
me dance. And another time, she 

!teme 

eve~• 
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said she liked a summer's cvenmg 

dance in the open air much better than 

a winter's ball ; and the night before 

last, as we were coming away, she 

told Miss Darwin she inten<lecl very 

shortly to invite a small number of 

Laura's young friends, and she hoped 

she would consent to join the party." 

Ellen. " But if your mamma real! y 

\vent to speak to young Hilcox the 
• 

day you suppose, I do not see ,vhy 

the dance should have been put off 

so long." 
Laura. ''Nor I neither ; only you 

kno,v she might wait for a moon.'J 

The delights of the dance were 

canvassed for some time, till Ellen 

observed with a smile, " that they 

seemed to have thoronghly arranged 

every particular; and added, that she 

was grieved to think, that afler «11, 

D 3 
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such a pretty plan was but an airg 
castle." 

" You never will enter into any of 

my fancies, Ellen," exclaimed Laura, 

peevishly. " Tell me yourself, what 

<lo you suppose my mamma left me 

for in that unaccountable manner?" 

Ellen. " Indeed I do not know; 

but I dare say for nothing that con• 

cerns me." 

Laura. "I dare say, ho,vever, it 
concerns me. Therefore tell me, is 

there any one thing besides that I have 

1nentioned, for ,vhich you can sup

pose it possible that she went to l\1rs. 
I-1 ilcox's ?'' 

Ellen. "Yes, a great many." 

-Laura. " Oh then tell me, Ellen ; 

make haste, I want to knmv, of all 

things in the world." 

Ellen. " To buy something for 
your papa.'' 
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Laura. " I do not think that is at 
all likely. I do not see any thing 
that a man can want." 

Ellen. " The last time I ,vas at 
your house, he said the root-stands 
were so shabby he ,vas ashamed of 
seeing them. Perhaps ~1rs. Belfast 
bespoke a new pair to surprise him." 

Laura. " And does that account 
for her not taking me with her?" 

Ellen. " Yes, sh~ might intend 
to surprise you too." 

Laura. " Oh, I dare say, I should 
be as much pleased with the surprise 
of a pair of new root-stands, as with 
being in the secret from the very firstt" 

Ellen. " \Vell, then , she had a 
mind to play upon your curiosity." 

Laura. " A very kind 1noti ve, 
truly, that woukl. have been ! Bnt, 
however, Ellen, I can tell you I am 
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by no means curious ; I know I atn 

of an open temper, and I hate re

serve; but I believe I am as little -

curious as any body in other peo

ple's affairs." 
" You not curious!" retorted El

len, scornfully; you that are always 

miserable if there is any thing con

cealed from yon. I wonder who is 

curious, if Laura Belfast is not?" 

" I am not curious, I tell you/' re-

. turned Laura, in a high tone. " l\J y 

1namma might h~ve bought every 

thing in the shop, and I should not 

l1ave cared, only I cannot bear to be 

put off with a false excuse, and to be 

treated with a ,vant of confidence.'' 

Ellen. ~' A mighty want of con

fidence, if your mamma bJc.l bought 

a pair of rooL-stands, and had not 

told you of them till they were sent 

home!'' 
• 
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Laura. "But I am sure she went 

away for something a great deal more 
important. And now, upon think• 
ing of it again, I feel quite positive 
it was to carry something to l\1rs. 
Hilcox; for she sent us a basket of 
cherries the other day, and said they 
were the first she had gathered. She 
never did such a thing before, .and it 
is very plain she would not now, if 
she had not had some particular 
cause to be grateful." 

Ellen. "I see nothing so very sur- . 
prising in that. She gave me a ca
nary bird last summer, and I am sure 
I never did any thing to oblige her. 
But you perhaps may puzzle away 
and find some mystery in it." 

Laura. "\Vell, l\liss Ellen, I'll 
take care not to open my mind to 
you another time." 
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Ellen. '' A great loss I shall have, 

Miss Laura, if all you have to tell 

me is as important as that your 

mamma went into a shop." 

Laura was going to reply with 

much bitterness, when she received 

a hasty summons into the parlour, 

where her father was waiting to con

duct her home. She coolly wished 

her friend good night, and they 

parted with mutual dissatisfaction. 
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CHAP. V. 

VARIOUS ENQUIRIES . 

WHEN Laura._ arose the next morn

ing, she determined, in the course of 

the day, to put such questions to 
her mother, as should oblige her to 

unravel the wkole mystery, After 



36 Vari'ous Enquiries. 

a good deal of, thought she began, by 
saying, with 'apparent carelessness, 

as tlu~y sat at work, "Do not you 

think, mamma, it would be a good 

plan to let -1\Irs. Hilcox have some 

of those shirts to make?" "Mrs. 
Hilcox, my dear!" exclaimed l\1rs. 

~elfast, in a voice of surprise. "Yes," 

answered Laura; '' she and her 
daughter might find time for work 

of an evei1ing, and it would be such 

a charity to employ them!" 
~ 

Mrs. Be{fast. " Yon · certainly 

n1ust be better acquainted with their 

affairs, Laura, than I am, if you 

know them to be in straitened cir

cumstances." 
"~You do not know them to be in 

distress?" said Laura, looking arch-
1 yin her mother's face, with a smile 

of triumph, at the idea how much 

. 
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1\irs. Belfast would be disconcerted, 
when she found that her secret ,ms 
discovered. 

" No indeed my dear " returned 
..L. ' ' ' 

11rs. Belfast, "I do assure you, I 
have not the smallest suspicion of it. 
Pray, Laura, may I enquire what 
gave rise to the idea?'' 

Laura. "Oh! I had no reason for 
it; only, you know she lost her hus
band very lately; and did not you 
once s::iy something very like it?'' 

11frs. Belfast. "You might very 
probably hear me pity her for the 
loss of her husband; but so far from 
his having left her in pecuniary dis
tress, I believe ~Ir. .Hilcox had been 
remarkably successful; and since 
his death every body seems to make 
it a point to continue to deal ,vith 
her. lJcr children, you know, are 

E 



SS 1,l'arious l~'nquiries. 

1nost of them grown up, and I bc-

lieve settled very n1uch to her satis

faction: so that I rather think, 
Laura, she would feel herself af

fronted at my offering her plain

work." 

"',¥hat do you t~1ink could be her 

n1otive," enquired Laura, after a 

pause, "in sending you that basket 
of cherries the other day?" 

11:lrs. Belfast. " To shovi a plea

sing mark of attention to a neigh

bour and a good customei·. It did 

not strike me as any thing very ex

traordinary.'' 

Laura blushed at the recollection 
of her positiveness and ,varmth the 

preceding evening. After a silence 
of some time, she enquired of her 

mother when she would give her 

lcav~ to invite :Uiss Darwin and tl1e 
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other young ladies she had n1cn

tioned. 

.Jifrs. Be[fast. "Next Thursday, 

my love, if nothing happens to pre

vent." 

Laura. "And how shall we cen

trive to entertain them, mamma r' 
J.11rs. Be(f'ast. "You 1nay either 

have a ramble in the gardens, or 

look at prints, or play at traveller, 

or do any thing else they :;eem best 

to like. I cannot say I feel under 

any apprehensions that five or six 

little girls will not know ho\v to 

amuse themselves." 

Laura. "Does not l\Irs. Ililcox's 

son play very well on the Yiolin ?-,, 
j\frs. Be((ast. " I believe he does." 

Laura. " Do you kno\\' what he 

charges for playing for an evening? " 

Jlrs. B e[f'ast. "l. 'o, indeed, I do 

E2 
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not exactly; but I believe about 
half-a-guinea." 

Laura, after in vain allowing her 
mother time to make the expected 

proposal, ventured to enquire if she 
]1ad not some intention of giving 
their visitors a dance upon the lawn, 

and sending for l\1r. I-lilcox to play 
to them. 

I\lrs. Belfast smiled. "No, my 
clear," said she, "I cannot say I 
11ave ever had a thought of the kind. 
If, when your friends are here, you 
are all disposed for a hop, I will 
play to you on the piano with great 
pleasure; but as for sending for a 
fiddler, and giving a regular dance, 
I cannot agree to that.'' 

Laura, abashed and disappointed, 
sighed, on considering, that as all 
her other fancies bad no\V been con-
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tradicted, there ·was the n1ore pr0ba

bili ty of her fancy relating to school 

being well founded. 

"\Vhen once the mind has adopted 

an idea, however ridiculous it n1ay 

be in itself, the most iodifferent cir

cumstance is arrested to confirm it. 
In the course of the afternoon a 
lady, who accidentally called, en

quired of l\Irs. B~lfast, if she had 

not proposed that her daughter 

should learn music of .i\1r. Fleming, 

a gentleman who taught several fa

milies in the neighbourhood. '' I 
did talk of it ones,'' replied i\frs. 

Belfast; "but I am not sufficiently 

satisfied with ?\Ir. Fleming's style 

of playing. Laura ,,·ill learn music 

~oon; but it will be of another mJs

t.er who has been greatly rcco1n 

n1cndcd to me by a lady of my ac.., 

E3 
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q uaintance." Laura eagerly en
q uire<l his name; but as her mamma 
could not recollect it, she instantly 
set jt down for granted, that the lady 
alluded to WJS l\Irs. Darwi11, ancl 
that the person she ha<l recommended 
was the master who taught at l\frs. 
I-lutchinson's f>ChooI . 
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THE following" Thursday a large 
party of young folks assemble(l at 
~1r. Bclfast?s. 1\Ir. and l\Irs. Bel
fast fo;·mcd ~ variety of plans f Qr 
~heir diversion, and Laura was th; . ' . 
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only one who did not enjoy the 

evening. Soon after · :\Iiss Darwin 

came, she contrived privately to ask 

her, if her mamma had lately called 

at their lodgings. "She was so 

good as to come herself yesterday, 

to give 1ne an invitation for this 

evening," replied l\1iss Darwin. 
" But can you recollect," enc1 uired 

the inquisitive Laura, "whether she 

called yesterday ,veek, abont half 

past two, and staid an hour with 

you? I have par(icular reasons for 

asking." 
"I know she called one morning,'' 

answered !viaria, ~' about a week 

ago; but I cannot recollect the day.-'' 

"I hope you will forgi\re me for 

seeming to be so impertinent; but 

pr:iy dicl she say any thing about 

your school?" 
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u I remember my aunt I-Iutchin-

son was mentioned; but I did not 

hear much, for my mother soon sent 

me out of the room." 

Every fear of Laura ·was now con

firmed. She felt that she could not 

have asked another (1uestion without 

bursting into tears; and though, in 

general, no one engaged in play vvith 

greate-r spirit, bcr heart ,vas this 

evening so saddened at the thought 

of leaving home, that sh~ heartily 

rejoiced vrhen the hour came for her 

visitors' departure. 

Before they went awJy, she ob

tained permission of her man?ma to 

invite- Ellen Green, who was one of 

the party, to spend the next day 

,vith her, as :\Irs. Belfast had a par

ticult1r engagement in town. "And 

then, my dear Ellen," she faultered 
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out as she walked with her to t11e 
gate, "I will open my whole mind 

to you; for, indeed, I am very un
happy." 

When Laura found herself in bed, 
secure from observation, she gave 
free vent to her grief. The parting 
scene ghe painted in the most dismal 

colours~ and anticipated every feel

ing that would wring her heart, 
·when at a distance from those she 
loved. Happily, however, she soon 
forgot her sorrows, and in less than 
an hour cried herself to sleep. 

She a\\roke the next morning 
greatly refreshed by the slumbers of 
the night. Should she be sent to 
school, her sorrows, she began to 

think, might admit of more allevia

tions than the evening before she 
had imagined possible; but she ·was 
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willing to hope she ha<l been too 
easily alarmed. The conversation of 
her parents at breakfast contributed 
to restore her to her usual spirits; 
and by degrees she looked fonvards 
with the idea of laughing with Ellen 
at her self-made affliction, ,vhen an 
incident occurred that plunged her 
again into the 1nost direful distress. 

, f 



CIIAP. VII. 

'THE PROSPECT OF PARTING. 

1\Ias. BELFAST ,vas on the point of 
setting off, when a servant brought 
bcr a letter, ,Yhich she hastily 
opened, to see if it required an 
answer, Laura'g usual curiosity 
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made her extremely impatient to 

tnow from whom it came : but her 

mother, whose attention was engaged 

by the letter, for some time gave no 

answer to her repeated enquiries ; 

till, as she was locking it up in the 

desk, she replied" from ~1rs. Hutch

inson·" and then as her carriao-c 
' ' b 

was waiting, she hastily ran down 

stairs, not allowing ti me to the over

powered girl to enquire an explana

t10n. 

" Oh dear! oh dear!" exclaimed 

Laura, " w·hat ,vill become of me? ' ' 

and flinging herself into a sop ha, sh~ 

gave way to the most p:issionate ex

pressions of grief. She was in this 

situation when Ellen en terecl the 

roor_n, and eagerly enquired what 

was the m~tter. Laura, redoubling 

her sobs, grasped her hand, oincl hid 

F 
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her face in her bosom. The tear~ 
started to the eyes of Ellen, and her 
voice failed her, as she endeavoured 
to sooth her friend, in ,vhose grief 
she already sympathised, though she 
kne,v not its cause. At last the un
lrnppy Laura sobbed out, that she 
was really goihg to school. 

" Are you quite sure ofit ?" cried 
Ellen, bursting into tears; '' has yout 
1namma told you so?" Then, putting 
her arms round her waist, she clung 
to her, as if fearful she should lose 
her that moment. 

i\s Laura grew, in some degree, 
more composed, she related, in an in
coherent manner, all her reasons for 
supposing that it ,vas finally sctticd 
she should be sent to 1\lr.s. Iiutcl1in-
:;;on 's. 

The day "·as spent in miltnal la-

men 
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1nentations. !\1iss Belfast declared 

she should not have an easy moment 

till she returned to K.ensington; and 

Ellen, ,vith equal sincerity main ... 

tained she could never be happy while 

l1er dear Laura was away. They· 

both bitterly reproached themselves 

for their foolish dispute, the last time 

tley were alone together. " IIo,v 

could we," exclaimed Ellen, "quar

rel about such a trifle! we that do 

love each other so dearly." 

'' \Vhat a threat was mine," said 

Laura, " that I would not open my 

heart to you again ! Oh ! my dear 

Ellen, how miserable shall I be when 

I cannot tell you all my thoughts as 

I have been used to do l" 

" " Then you are gone," rejoined 

Ellen, in a n1ot1rnful tone, " what 

shall I not be willing to give for one 

I~ 2 . 



.52 Prospect if Parting. 
hour with you; and we spollt/' she 
con tinned, again bursti •ig into tears, 
" one of the last evenings we n1ay 
have together." 

Sometimes the conversation took 
a more cheerful turn. They agreed 
upon a strict corres_eondence, felt a 
momentary deliglit at the idea of the 
nnmber of anecdotes they s11ould 
have to communicate, and {hvelt with 
rapture on their meeting at Cliristmas. 

In the evening, as they were wait
ing in l\lrs. Belfast's dressing-room 
till Ellen should be sent for, again 
ta1king over all the circumstances 
th~t had occasioned the dismal sup
position, " Dear Laura," said Ellen, 
" after all, I am half inclined to 
hope yon may be mistaken. l\light 
not your mamma have said .l\Irs. 
IIntchins, or ~Irs. fludson, and yon 
have mistaken it for NI rs. I-I utchinson? 

,, 
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"0 that it might be so!" exclaim

ed Laura, clasping her hands together. 

" \Vhat would I not give for one 

peep at the letter! It is the top thing 

in this desk that we are lolling upon; 

and this is the key," added she, se .. 

lecting one from a bunch of keys, 

wltich she had been for some time 

twisting about her fingers; and 

v.hich ~Irs. Belfast, in her hurry, 

had left upon the table . 

.Ellen was silent, and Laura felt 

ashamed of having even hinted at a 

mean action. " I h0pe my mam

p1a," said she, " will come into my 

room,, as she usually does, before she 

goes to bed. I am sure I shall be 

awake, and then I will ask her every 

thing." 
" [ wish I conld know before I go 

home," said Ellen, with a sigh " I 
.. F 3 
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have been thinking there may be 
more than one !\Irs. Hutchinson in 
the world." 

Laura. " vVeII, there can be no 
harm in just looking at the letter, to 
~ee the post-mark. Do you think 
there can, Ellen ?'' 

Ellen. " I do not know. It does 
not seem to me quite rigl:t." 

Laura. '' Kor to me neither. ,veII 
then, \YC will let it alone. But it 
would be such a satisfaction only to 
look at the ou t~i<le of the letter; be
cause, you know, if it has not the 
1\T orwich post-mark, we may make 
ourselves quite easy." So saying, 
$he unlocked the desk. The post
n1ark was so carelessly stamped as to 
he wholly illegible. It plainly, how
e\·er, began with an N, and the size 
of the word could leave little doubt 
for what it wai intended. 

I, 
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" I must,'' said the trembling girl, 
" j nst look to see if there is a date 
inside. I need not read another w01~d 
you kno)v." 

" Stop, Laura,'' cried Elle a ; "you 
.said you would not open it." 

"Nay, Ellen, there can be no more 
harm in that than in looking at the 
outside of the letter. I must, and I 
will see if it comes from n1rs, IIut
chinson the school-mistress." 011 
opening the letter the first "\Yorc.1 th::it 
met her eye was 1\-onticlz, anci by a 
second glance she perceived that it 
began in the following manner: " I 
" am delighted to find, my dear ma
'' dam, that you were satisfied in the 
" enquiries you m.ide of I\Irs. Dar
'" win--" Laura gave a shriek . 
and tossed the letter from her ; then. 
,,-ringing her hands. she walked bael, 
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wards and forwards in an agony of 

distress. Ellen, after vainly endea

vouring to sooth her friend, threw 

herself upon a chair, and, hiding her 

face in her handkerchief, gave free 

vent to her tears . At this moment 

Nanny entered the room, and told 

l\1iss Green that _her servant waited 

for her below. 

• They then took as solemn a part

ing as if they had been certain of not 

meeting for months; and, when her 

friend was gone, Laura remained for 

some time lost in anguish, 

At length the fallen letter caught 

l1er attention, arid she picked it up in 

order to replace it in the desk. Again 

she examined the word Norwich. 

' ' I may as well,,., thought she, "read 

the rest of the letter, only just to see 

Yhat it says about me." The con .. 
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science of Laura, which already re
pro~checl her for having acted· mean
ly, opposed this determination ; but, 
after a short debate ,vi th herself, her 
impatience conquered her better prin
ciples, and, with an anxious mind, 
she perused the whole. 

The begin'ning sentence only re
newed her distress ; but how much 
1Yas she ove1joyed to find, that all 
the rest related to some business with 
which she was unacquainted, and 
that not a syllable had any reference 
to herself! 

Her transport at this discovery for 
a time prevcn ted her from consider
ing the impropriety of her conduct; 
but as her joy by degrees ab.1tcd, 
the idea of meanness became painful 
to her, and she dreaded her motlier,s 
just displeasure in case of detection. 
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She therefore, with much care, re
placed the letter exactly as she hod 
found it, and strove to put the 1-..f'J'S 
on the very same spot on v.rhich they 
had been left by l\'Irs. Belfast. 
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•1 CHAP. VIII. 

LAURA'S RE:\IORSE . 

l\.11ss Belfast's sensations the next 

morning, on the idea of meeting her 

parents, were very different from 

those she nsiially experienced af tcr a 

day's separation. She was sensible 
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she merited their anger, and that if 
they treated her with tlieir accus
tomed tenderness it conld onfi pro
ceed frt;m1 their ignorance· of her,. be
haviour~ J mpressed \Vith these feel
ings, she loitered in her own room 
till breakfast was half over; and ,vhen 

. . 
she ,ven i clown she seated he1:self at 
a corner of the table, ,yith an em
barras~rnent their presence seldom 
excited. 

"YVell, Lanra," enquired !:er mam
rna, " bad yon a very lively day yes
terday with Ellen Green?'' 

"I do not know, mamma," replied 
she, deeply cJlouring. 

" You secrn doubtful, my de;ir,'? 
resumed her mother. " Surely you 
£lid not engage in any dispute?" 

"Oh, no! "c never were l)etter 
friends." 

'
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" In V\ hat 1nanner did you amuse 
yourselves ?" 

Laura's confusion no,v increased ; 
and it was not without hesitation she 
answered : " Part of the time vve 
walked in the garden, and aftenvards 
,, c talked." 

" Upon n1y ,,~ord, two very sedate 
ladies ! Bnt I bave some news for 
yon, Laura, which I think will giv~ 
you pleasure. I have engaged 11r. 
Brandini to teach you music, as soon 
as the midsummer holidays are over. 
Ile is at present too much engaged 
with private scholars to have leisure_ 
to attend you." 

Laura, who would at all times have. 
been delighted wit~ the prospect of 
learning n1nsic, at this moment l eard 
the nc\\ s with particular pleasure~ as 

it seemed to preclude the possibility 
G· 
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of her being sent to I\1rs. I-Iutchin

son's. Happy, likewise, in an op

portunity to avoid the former topic 

of conversation, she replied in the 

most animated terms, and warmly 

expressed her gratitude. 

But though the cause of her late 

uneasiness ·was thus removed, she 

could not dwell without poignant re

gret on the distress in ,\·hich, by her 

folly, her beloved Ellen was involved. 

Had her rnamma been acquainted 

with it, she knew that she would 

readily have permitted her to havg 

called upon her friend, to quiet her 

fears; but she ,vas afraid of hinting 

a wish to go to :\Irs. Green's, lest hev 

motive should be enquired into; and 

though the affection she bore her 

mother, and her natural openness of 

temper, made her often on the point 
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of confessing her fault, yet her cou

rage as constantly failed her, on the 

recollection of the extreme detesta

tion rvirs. Belfast always expressed 

of every act that bordered upon 

meanness • 
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FRESH G~\.. IE ST~\RTED, 

_ \. DAY or tv:o after the vexations 

mentioned in the last chapter, when 

the c:iusc that excited them ,vas 

near1 y forgot ten, Laura was sitting 

with hcr_parcnt~ in the bow·-,vindow 

of I 

•ct 
L "] 

I: 

fi .. ,. 



1"0·esll Game started. 65 

of the sabon. J'.\Ir. Belfast was em

ployed in looking over the newspa

per, when suddenly leaning against 

the chair of his wife, and putting one 

arm round her ,vaist, "See, my dear,'' 

sai<l he, directing her eye to an ad

vertisement, ~' here is the very cot

tage vte were wishing for, and ex

actly in the spot that 1Irs. Darwin 

so much recommended for those who 

wish to retrench.'' 

I\Irs. Eel fast srn i led. " Indeed," 

said she, " I think there is no time 

to be lost." '~ ".,.hat! what!" ex ... 

claimed Laura, skipping behind her 

parents in order to overlook the pa

})Cr-'' what is it yon say, papa?" 

" Your mother understood me, ma 

petite curieuse ," returned he, patting 

her on the head ; " I only alluded 

to a convcr:;ation ,ve had th~ other 

cycnin~." G 3 
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This ans\vcr did not satisfy the 
cager Laura, whose curiosity, one~ 
excited, was not easily suppressed; 
and from the above cursory mention 
of' 1'Irs. Darwin, her quick imagina
tion instantly connected the present 
lll.'}SteJ:lf oft he cottage, as she termed 
it, with the su ~-jcct of her late per
plexity. Yr hat strengthened her sus
pi_cions was an impcrLct recollection 
of somnthing to the following eITect, 
in the letter of which she h:id elan
d est incly obtained a perusal; after a 
sentence she had to.:ally forgotten, 
1,1rs. lfutchin5on added, 'that she 
fr·I t hcr~clftruly concerned at the al
teration in the circumstances of her 
friends; that the clian2;e must be 
keenly felt; hut that she trusted their 
forti tudc would enable 1 hem to bear 
,\ i th ch~crfulncs:; every sacrifice they 
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should be compelled to make.' On 
r'cading this paragraph, Laura had 

paused for a moment, to consider to 

,vho111 it could allude; but her rninll 

being then occupied by a more inter .. 

es ting SU bject, it had !naclc but little 

irn press ion. Now, ho\Ycver, she did 

not doubt but her own parents were 

the friends spoken of by ~Irs. 

II utchinson. 

The enquiries n1adc of 1Irs. Dar

win, n1cntioned in the first sentence, 

she presumed, related to the situation 

of some place in the country ; and 

though the contents of the rest of the 

letter had entirely slip11cd her memory 

she felt certain they so pbinly refor-

. red to the same ci rct~ mstancc, she 

only ,vondercd that her penetration 

had not sooner mad; the d iscovcry. 

Laera waited i.'1paticntly till the 

nc\·.'s uper w~:~ laid n1 on tl~c-tablc i 
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when, tlking it up, she ran over \a,•ith 
eager haste the advertisements rela
ting to houses. 

After some consideration, she se
lected the foJiowing as the one her 
fa.ther had pointed out: 

'' To be let, and entered n pon,. cl t 
" I\lichaelmas next, an eligible farm,_ 
" known by the na1ne of Clare-hall, 
" delightfully situated in a romantic 
~' valley in the county of Devon, 
n witbin ten miles of E};mouth; con
" sisting of a small farin-housc, 
f' thatched, and neatly fitted up in 
~' the cott,:ige sty le, together with a 
~' garden, orchard, and about 200 
" acres of arable and meadow ]and. 
" Particulars rnay be had by apply'!" 
r~ i11g, &c.u 

That very evening Laura heard her 
father mention to a gentleman that 
hi should be 4bs£nt from home fqr 

,. G. 

r, 1 
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1 . hYo or three ,vecks, as 
I[ 

he intended 

i' 

'1 
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I ., 

I' 

' ., 

lf 

at 

Of 

accompanying a friend 

the south-west coast. 

on a tour on 

,vhat could 

be stronger confirmation? Laura 

gave a significant smile, on the con

sciousness of being \Yell acq nain ted 

with the mot:\·e of his journey ; but 
it escaped the notice of I\lr. Belfast. 

" I hope the house ·will not be taken; 

do not you, rnam1na ?') said she to 

lier mother the next day. 

" \Vhat house, my dear?" 
"Y1 hy, that charming cottage in 

Devom,hire my papa is going into the 

conn try to sec after/) 

" ,vhat makes yon suppose he has 

any such intention?" 

" Oh, I know very \\'ell. Yon 

need not pretend to hide it from me. 

Diel not I sec him point it out to you 

yesterday in the nC\",sµaper ?)' 
" And on that circun:stance on(l/ 
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have you contrived to form such a. 
pretty story?" said 1\Irs. Belfast. 

Laura blushed, whose strongest 
reason for her conjecture, was such 
as she dared not disclose. She was 
hesitating in what manner to reply, 
,vhen a loud ring at the bell, announ
cing the arrival of company, -1°ectu
ally prevented further enquiry. 

Fearful of being again interrogated 
she never ventured to renew the sub
ject. A reserve to which she was so 
Jittle accustomed cost her much; but 
she endeavoured to atone for the si
lence she forced herself to observe 
towards her parents, by enlarging to 
every one else on the plans which 
occupied her thoughts. 

"Oh, 1\anny, .... anny," sai<l she, 
the first opportunity,'' we are going 
to live 111 the country, a gre:i.t '"'ay v 
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off, in a pretty little farm ; and we 

shall have horses, and cows, and 

sheep, and poultry, and every thing 

you can think of; and a nice orchard, 

and such plenty of fruit! And I dare 

say there ,vill be a little poney for 

me to ride upon .. Oh ! we shall be 

so happy," said she, skipping about, 

" in our pretty cottage r" 
"Your cottage!" said Nanny. 

" Yes, a nice Ii ttle snug farm

house, fitted up in the cottage ·sty le. 

It is in Devonshire. It is called 

Clare .-hall.''. 

" A.nd what is the meaning of thi s 

moving?'' enquired Nanny. 
Laura. " I cannot tell yon ex

actly; but by what I can find out, I 
fancy my papa must have had great 

losses in trade, and so he thinks it 

better to go into the country, where 

be e:an live cl~cap."_ 
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Nanny. " Great losses ! Docs not 
·tbat make you very nne:1sy ?'' 

JJaura. ,; Oh dear, not at all. I 
a1n sure I sh:dl enjoy myself a great 
deal more than l do 110\V. ,v e shall 
l1avc my papa with us all day; and 
]1e will have nothing to do but to sec 
:1bout the farm, and read to us Yvhcn 
"e arc at ,vork, and ride and walk 
,Yi th us." 

}-lmm_1;. " ,vhat scrvan ts docs 
your rnarnrna take with her?-'' 

Laura. " I c.brc say she will not 
tale any, as we arc going to save all 
the monev we can. \Ve shall hire a 

J 

strong maid in the country, I sup-
pose, to do the work of the house, 
and to wash ; and J shall help to 
churn, and take care of little IIcnry: 
~nd \YC shall not want much washing; 
f;ff I shall not often.wear w bite frocks. 

f. r I ls , 

H-I 

I 
\,I. I 
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n1y straw hat, tied under my chi11 

\vith pink ribbons, will do very ,vcll 
for the country, you know; and I 

shall put a garland of na tur:il flo,vers 

round to make me look like a shep
herdess.'' 

Nanny. '' ,vhat do yon suppose 
will be done v-;ith the coach?" 

Laura. "\Ve certainly shall not 

take that with us.'' 
lvanily. " \Vl~y ! it ·was ne,v but 

a few months ago." 
_, Laura. " Tlnt docs not signify; 

f,. 
'l , we shall get the more for it. · It is 
" very likely ,vc sh~ll have a country 

rea cart to ride about in. flo"' often I 
l1ave longed to ride in a cart!" 

.L,Wm!J, "\Yell, I must enq1.1 irc 

,,.,hat my mistress means to do; for 

if I am to b~ turned off, it is time I 

should begin to look about me.'' 

I-I 
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Laura. " Pray, Nanny, do not 
say any thing to tnamma about it: 
she will not like I should have men
tioned it to you. Besides we cannot 
go before l\tlichaclmas, and you know 
her well e~ough, to be sure she will 
11ot turn you away unhandsomely. 
I do not know~ perhaps she may take 
you along with us. Indeed I kno\v 
nothing for certain; for mamma has 
not said a word to me about it." 

l\1aun_l/· " vYhat am I to believe, 
then, of all this fine story you have 
been telling me?'' 

Laura. " Oh, I have very good 
Yeasons for believing it to be all true, 
though I cannot exactly tell you what 
1hey are. I have heard my ·papa and 
111an1ma talking together; and, I be-

·licvc, I can be preL1 certain my pa
PJ is g(ling irHo~the country to settle 
:1bout the house." 
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CHAP. X. 

ANOTHER VIE\V OF T.Hi: SilME· 

SUBJECT. 

ue, N or,vrTHSTANDIXG the rapture with 
,,. 
J-• ,vhich Laura thus chveit on the 

in11 scheme of retiring into the country, 

her heart almost failed her when, a 
fe,v days after, she came to unfold 

the particulars to Ellen ; she felt 

II 2 
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doubtful whether all the rural plea

sures sl~e had promised herself would 

counterbalance the pain she should 

feel on quitting her friend. 

She had accidentally met her one 

evening, when she ·was walking with 

her father and mother, and had only 

time in a whisper, to inform her that 

her fears, relating to school, were 

without foundation. This was all 

she sa v,r of her from the 1nournful 

day the letter ,vas opened, till the 
afternoon of her father's ·departure 

for the country ; '"'-'hen she was called 

by l\tlrs. Belfast to accompany her to 

1\Irs. Green's. 

" I am going to tell you a piece of 

news that will surp~·ise you;'' said 

Laura the moment she was alone ,vi th 

her friend: " I _have now, Ellen, 

,·eal<'f found ot:1t the secret. I know 

ti;e rt 
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The Subject continued. 77 

the reason my mamma ,vent to 1\Irs. 

Hilcox's. It was to make_enquiries of ·,, 
l\Irs. Darwfn, but not about school. 

" \Vhat is the matter now .?" said 

Ellen, half affrighted at Laura's man

ner, which seemed to imply a cer

tainty that what she had to commu

nicate would afflict her friend, though 

she herself hardly knew ,vhether to 

be pleased 01~ not. 

Laura. " Do not frighten your

self so, Ellen ; I shall be afraid of tel

ling you, if you do. It is only that 

I fancy my pa pa is going to take a 

house." 
Ellen. " .A house! - ,Vhere ?

llo,v ! You arc not going to leave 

l(ensington, are you?" 

Laura. " I fancy ,vc shall soon, 

but certainly not before~ Iichaelmas. 

Tow, my dear girl, do not tremble 

II !J 
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in this way, and I'll tell you all about 
it.-\Ve are going to Clare-hall, a 
charming cottage; just such a one I 
fancy, by the description, as you and 
I have often wished to live in. It is 
in a valley in Devonshire, a delight
ful romantic part of the country.'' 

"In Devonshire/" said Ellen, burst
ing in to tears. 

Laura. "Dear Elien, do not dis
turb yourself so. I shall be sorry I 
]1avc said any thing to yo·u on the 
subject. I dare say your mamma 
will give you leave to come down 
with us, anc.1 we shall J,cep you three 
or four 1nonths, and then you know 
\\·c sLall be together the \vholc day, 
and take so many new walks. Be
sides\\ c :;hall be within ten miles of 
Ex mouth, and that is by thesca-:,idc; 
and you know h0w long you ha~·c 
wishc d to sec tli~ sea,'' 

E 
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" Ah, Laura!') said Ellen, with a 

sigh, " how differently you talk of a 

separation noreJ, from what you did 

the last time vve were together!" 

Laura. H To be sure, when you 

have left me, I shall not enjoy any 

thing so much; but then I shall hope 

to see you again the next sun1mer; 

and I assure you I mean to con1e and 

stay with you very often, so that ,vc 

:shall see more of each other than ,ve 

have ever done before." 

Ellen. " But that is very differ

ent from heing able to pop in and out 

,vhcn we please. But tell me, Laura, 

do you really know all you are saying 

to be true, or are you again rnaking a 

fool of 1ne with one of your fancies!" 

Laura. No, this time I am sure 

I a1n not mistaken. ~Iy papa set off 

to-day to see after the house." 



SO The Su~_ject continued. 
Ellen. " Did he tell you so ?" 
Laura. " No, he did not tell me 

so, bnt I am certain of it for all that/' 
Ellen. '' I:.iow are vou certain of ., 

it? ~'.[ y dear friend, do not keep me 
in suspence. '' 

Laura. '' Now you are a Ii ttle 
better, I will not." 

She then exact! y related every cir ... 
cumstance that had occurred, from 
the time of her reading ~Irs. Hutch
inson's letter to the present moment, 
as her raised imagination, and fond
ne?s for the marvellous, would admit. 

" Oh, if this is all the re;ison you 
have for supposing you are going 
away," said Ellen, HI think I need 
not make myself very uneasy. I-Iow 
improbable if your father and mother 
found themselves in reduced circum
; tances, that they should talk to ~Irs. 

Da 
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Darwin, and write to l\Irs. :Hutchin• 

son, abc)ut it!" 

Laura. "_rio, not at all improba

ble. I'll tell you how I have settled 

it: Though they are not very inti-

1nate ·with 1\1rs. Darwin, yet I know· 

they have a great respect for her; and 

as she has travelled all over England, 

when they wished to retire into some 

cheap country, it \Vas very likely 

they should ask her opinion up0n the 

subject. And as l\Irs. Darwin tra

velled with l\Irs. lfutch-inson, what 

coulu be more natural than that she 

should \vrite to her, anc.l say, ',vhat 
part of the country, si ter, do you 

think we found the cheapest? Do not 

you think Devonshire would be best 

for a small family that \Yishes to re

tire upon a saving pbn ?" 
Ellen. "And tllis accounts for 
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Mrs. IIutchinson, an entire stranger, 
writing to your mamma !" 

Laura. " She is n0t an entire 
stranger, as I have found out s;ince I 
saw you. She and mamma wereE;chool 
fellows, and used to be very in ti'.mate 
\1/hen they were young." 

Ellen. " Bnt was there any thing 
in the letter about Devonshire?'' 

Laura. " Indeed I hardly kno1-v; 
I read it in ~uch a hurry, and was 
in such agitation of mind. Ent this 
I vcry,vell remember, thatlVIrs. I-Iut
chinson said, she was very sorry my 
1namma should be in low circum
stances." 

Ellen. '' The letter said that your 
mamma was in low circumstances!'' 

.laura. " It did not say those 
very words, but something quite to 
that purpose, I know it meant the 

I 
. ,, 

same tung. 

rea 

pas 

mor 

coo 

E 
muc 

to> ,. 
to~ 

£,, 

contt 

I n ,0 t 



e 

rJ 
j 

15 

t· 

r 

tJ 

The .Su~ject continued. 83 

Ellen. " But have yon any other 
reasons for believing this sad story?'' 

Laura. " Every thing that has 
passed since confirms it more and 
n1ore. Nanny t,olcl me yesterday that 
cook said she was _not at all surprised 
on hearing \\'e were grown poor ; for 
111amma had seerned very stingy 
lately; and had sait~ a great deal about 
the butter and n1eat being wasted." 

Ellen. " But, L·aura, how very 
1nuch you are to bla1 ne to talk to the 
servants about what you have reason 
to bQlieve your ma1 ·nma wishes not 
to be known." 

Lauru. " If my rnamma placed 
confidence in me, n:iy dear, she should 
find tbat I could kt3f :pa secret as weH 
as any body ; but, as she has not 
thought fit to do tl 1at, I am under no 
tic whatever; I a1 n at full liberty to 
tell any body wh: 1t I can find ou~:' 
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Ellen. ""'\Yell, Lau1.-a, go on with · 
C. " your proo1s. 

Laura. '' The nir:11t vou met us .... , .J 

walking on the Harr,mersmith road, 
a man passed in a ,:art and asked if 
we wouid ride. ' No, thank you, my 
friend,' said my papa; and then 
turning to man:irn.a, he said, ' ,vhcn 
vve are in the country, my dear, ifwe 
are tired, we sh all not refuse such an 
offer.' And y( ~sterday, when he had 
I-Ienry in his arms, he said, ' ,vhy, 

~ . 
you chubby-fa,:cd boy, yon are quite 
fit for the farmc r : and then he looked 
at mamma; anci. they smiled as if they 
understood ea,c h other very we Il .'' 

Ellen. " i\. r:id these, Laura, are 
·au your reasons ." 

Laura. ''No; I have one stronger 
than all the rest, but I am ashamed 

~ 11
• 1 " ot te 11ng you t 1a t. 
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Ellen. " How so? Surely you 

are not afr~id of m_'l} knowing it?" 

Laura. " Indeed I am, but I sup

pose I shall not be able to keep it 

from you. Mrs. Darwin called this 
morning. As we do not often see 

her, I quite fancied she was come 

'upon busieess, and I was going to 

run into the parlour, when my mam

ma insisted upon my staying in the 

study till I had finished learning my 
/".. lesson. You rnay be sure I made 

haste ; · and I ""as htHl) ing down 

staii"s, when I l1eard l\Irs. Darwin 

aud my marnma in earnest con versa• 

tion; so I stopped ~ few minutes at 

the door, to try if I could learn any 

more particulars.'' 

Ellen. " Oh fie, Laura, I should 

not have thought you ,vould have 

done such a thing!" 

I 
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Laura. '' No 1nore I would, if 
my rnarnma wonlcl be but a little more 
confidential; but it is such an abo
minable thing for a mother to be 
talking to a stranger, about what she 
conceals from her own daughter.'' 

Ellen. " That does not excuse 
you. But <lo pray let me know 
,, hether you heard any thing more 
re Ia ting to this terrible moving?'' 

Laura. " Yes, a great deal. I 
first heard l\J rs. Darwin say, ' It is a. 
sweet place.' l\Iy mamma then seem
ed to be makingenquiriesabout Clare
hall, and ~lrs. Danvin answered that 
to be sure it was small for our family, 
but v~ry convenient; and then she 
said something about being cheerful 

'under a reverse of fortune; and my 
mamma said., ' I am perfectly con
vinred that riches are not essential to 

ne 



0 

The Subject continued. · 87 
I1appincss.' Those I remember were 
her words. I do not know what came 
next; but afterwards J'.\1rs. Darwin 
said, she should make a point of call
ing if she can1e into that part of the 
country ; and, fron1 what I could 
J1ear, my mamn1a said she should be 
glad to sec her, and pressed her to 
stay with us ; and then I thought I 
heard somebody on the stairs, so I 
bounced into the room; and I was 
so angry ,vith them, for, on my go-
ing in, the conversation was changed . s, 
111 a. moment. 

Ellen. " I was very unwilling to 
believe \Yhat you have been telling 
1nc, bnt I am afraid you are but too 
rnuch in t~1e right. IIoYvever there 
is one thing that gives me some hopes. 
Do you think if this ,vas the case, yon 

., ould be beginning to learn music: .. 
I 2 



58 Ti,e Suhject continued. 
Laura. " I think that veJ~lj cir

cumstance makes my snpposition the 
\ . more probable._ If I was gom~ to 

stay 3.t Kensington, perhaps I should 
not have begnn n1usic so soon, and 
ce1·tainly not of such a cap:tal mas
ter. But now my 1namma ,vants me 
to be ,vcll grounded, and then she 
,vill go on instructing n1c herself. ,v c shall take the piano into the coun
try, and I intend to be very accom
pli shed," 

Ellen. "I shall enquire this even-,. ing vhat my mother h~s heard fron1 
lrs. Belfast." 
Lwtra. ".!.~O, pray, Ellen, do not . 

say a syllable about w11at I have told 
you.'' 

Ellen. " \Vhy not:- IIave yoa 
not spoken of it openly to the ser- · 
vants ?'' 
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Laura. " But if your n1amma 
hou1cl ask .71ou, as mine did me, how 

I came to know so much oftlic affair, 
)'OU would be obliged to tdl her of 
my opening the letter, and listening 
at the door; and what an opinion 
would that give l\Irs. ·-Green of me! 
I know I have behaved very wrong, 
and I feel quite ashamed of myself, 
but I would not have it come round 
to my mamma, or indeed have any 
body know it but you, for all the 
world." 

Ellen. " 1VeII, I ,vill not betray 
you; I will only mention it to my 
cousin Sidney, ,1n<l I am sure she will 
111ake no particular enq uirics .-'' 

I :s 

" 



CI-IAP. XL 

.:\ FIXAL EXPLAXATIQX IN YIEW. 

l◄oit some days after the conversati0n 
rcfalcd in the last chapter, Laura ·was 
scarcely a moment separated from 
her mother, so that she had no op
porlunity of having a private conver
sation even with Nanny. Not beij1g 
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able to talk of her airy castles, she 

began likewise by degrees to tliinlc 
less of them. 

I\lr. Branclini, to her no small de

lig11t, having unexpectedly a day's 
leisure, called to give her her first 

lesson, She felt herself n1uch inter

ested in the distresses of a poor fa

mily, whom she went witl-1 her mo

ther to visit, and on her return home 

she immediately set about making 

clothes for the children. I-Ier time 

and thoughts thus busily engaged, 

her n1ind scarcely dwelt for a rno

n1ent upon the country scheme ; till 

one day as her mother ,vas going up 

stairs after dinner, she told her she 

should be busy ,vri ting for an hour, 

" but at six o'clock,'' said she, " you 

may come into my dressing-room, 

and theu I will unf 0Id to )- ou the 

I 
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mystery of my going to l\1rs. IIiI
cox's, which at the time I remember 
appeared a good deal to perplex you. 
It was not then in my power to ex
plain my motive for leaving you; 
but as I am now at liberty to satisfy 
every enquiry, my Laura shall not 
find that her mother treats her with 
unnecessary reserve." 

The joy, the rapture, with which 
Lanra would naturally have received 
this promise, ,vas em bi ttcred by the 
consciousness that she was undeserv
ing of her mother's generosity; and by 
tbc drc:id lest such questions should 
be put to her, in the course of their 
conversation, as Vi'ould oblige her to 
discover the meanness of ,vhich she 
was heartily ashamed. By degrees, 
ho\vever, her natural vivacity, and 
turn for invention, pre\'ailed over her 
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remorse; and not admitting a doubt 
of the truth of her last supposition, 
she gave herself up to the warmest 
tlelight, on the near prospect of her 
plans being realised. J\irs. Belfast 
l1ad that morning received a letter 
from her husband. Lanra had ob
served her peruse it with eagerness. 
, Thatconld it contain but the tidings 
that the house was taken? How great 
'\vould be her joy, when she could 
dwell upon every circumstance \Vith 
her mamrna, who had promised to 
ans,\ver all her enquiries! 

Already she saw the thatched-roof 
cottage embowered among the trees, 
screened Ly hills from the northern 
blast ; the shrubbery of roses and 
eglantine in which she should delight 
t u \Yandcr; the sheep grazing on the 
downs to the south ; while a distant 
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view of the sea bounded the ideal 
prospect. 

One consideration only was pain
ful : that the time must come when 
her Ellen would be obliged to leave 
her; but nothing was difficult to the 
fertile imagination of Laura. nir. 
and lvlrs. Green both liked the coun
try, and when their daughter re
turned she would give such a descrip
tion of Devonshire, as would soon 
ind nee them to follow their old frieHds 
into retirement; and the vie\v of their 
babitation, not a quarter of a mile 
distant, served to embellish the land• 
scapeherfancy had before delineated. 

She was employed in making a 
little gown for one of the poor chil
dren above alluded to; and her bene
volent heart instantly dictated the 
good she should do in the neighbour-
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1100d to which she was going. The 
clock struck six as she ,vas in in1a
gination surrounded by a group of 
cottage children, to whom she had 
taken upon herself the office of in
structress. 

She flew like lightning to her mo
ther's door, bnt' paused fora moment, 
with her hand upon the lock, with
held from entering by the dread of ex
amination, and the consci0usness of 

guilt. 
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CI-IAP. XII. 

THE MYSTERY DI CLOSED!!! 

l\1.Rs. Belfast, on her danght~r's en
trance, lai-d aside her writing, and 
seating herself by her, thus began: 
" Not to keep you in suspcncc, my 
only motive for going to nirs. IJiI
cox's was to pure base a.pound of \vax .. '~ 
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Lam·a. "A. pound of wax! Dear 

mamm::i, is it possible? Then why 

did you make such a n1ystery of it?'' 

JV/rs. Belfast. " I had promised 
to buy it for the lame :t\liss Herbert, 

,vho wished to make some wax orna-

1nents for her chimney-piece; but as 

she had been several times laughed 

at for not succeeding in her experi- • 

n1ents, she particularly begged me 

not to n1ention it to any one till the 

work was completed ; and that being 

now the case, there is no longer any 

occasion for secrecy." 
Laurrt. " And why ,vere yon 

gone such an age? and vvho ,vcre the 

people of my acqnaintance whon1 
you saw?" 

1\:lrs. Be(fast. "Three or fou1 
customers ,vere in the shop when I 

went in, and as they appeared to 
I( 
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be in a hurry, I waited till t11ey 
were served. The wax was by acci
dent mislaid, and it was some time 
before it could be found; and after
wards they were obliged to send out 
for change." 

Laura. " And who was with you 
all that time?- You said you sa\V 
somebody you knew." 

lYirs. Be(f'ast. " Yes, l\Irs. HiI
cox, and her son and daughter, who 
were in the shop; and the biscuit 
baker, who passed by with two or 
three of his chiI<lren." 

" And this was all, mamma ?" 
snid Laura, abasheJ at the recollec
tion of her foIIy. 

Mrs. Belfast. '' The whole, Laura. 
And now, having gr:i.tified your cu
riosity, I have a claim upon you to 
sati~fY mine. Tell me, therefore, on 

... J 
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what foundation you have raised the 
report from which it is concluded, 
that your 1nother's extravagance and 
your father's gaming have ruined 
their family ?" 

Laura. '' "\Vho can have said 
such a thing? What a story !-I am 
sure, rnamma-How can any body 
-I ne:.:er had such a thought in n1y 
Iife."-

J.VIrs. Belfast. " I will give yen 
my authority. 1\Irs. Norton called 
tLis morning-" 

Laura. " l\Jrs. Norton! I-las she 
dared-'' 

J.1!rs. Belfast. '' Allo,v rne'to pro
ceed. i\lrs. Norton told me, that 
she was in a large company last night, 
where it was publicly mentioned that 
our fortune was so exhausted, that 
we ,vere under the necessity of nn-

K. 2 
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1nediately retiring into the country. 

(Laura's confusion novv betrayed 

that she was not wholly ignorant of 

the ground of her mother's accusa

tion.) The very place was mention

ed,'' continued I\Irs. Belfast. " i\. 
small cottage in Devonshire, known 

by the name of Clare-hall, with about 

an acre or two of ground, was tI1e 

Teti-eat in which we ,vere to hide our

selves from thepursuit of our creditors. 

" l\1rs. Norton, as my intimate 

friend, ventured to contradict the 

assertion, and maintained that, on 

the terms we were upon, no such 

plan ·would have been formed with

out her knowledge. All she could 

urge was, hov;revcr, only laughed at 
as pretended ignorance. Every one 

h3d the strongest reasons to bclie1v·c 

that we inte11ded i1nmediately to quit 

I~ensington. 
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" And your father's journey to the 
south was alleged as an undoubted 
confirmation of the report. Some 
traced it fro1n the very servants of 
the family. One lacly named l\1iss 
Sydney as her informant, who had 
heard the nev.rs at her uncle Green's, 
and the in ti mate connection of bis 
family with the Belfasts rendered this 
evidence unquestionable. The fact 
thus established, each one was at li
berty to form her own conclusions. 
l\Irs. \Vard observed, that she was 
not in the least surprised at what she 
had heard. 1\!Ir. Belfast was much 
to be pitied, for his wife had a turn 
for expence, that would out-run the 
largest fortune; as instances of which 
£he adduced my grand piano-forte, 
anc.l the new green-house which had 
lately been built under my direction. 

K. J 



l 02 Tlw .1.liystery d1,·sclosed.1 

' For that n1atter/ said l\1iss I-Iarris, 

' their stile of living cannot exceed 

their income. It is vvell known that 

l\Ir. Belfast is in a capital way of Gu

siness, and his father left him a very 

handsome fortune. I can therefore 

only account for it by supposing him 
to have ruined. himself by gaming; 

and in that case I feel most for his 

\Yife.' ' I begin to be alarmed,' said 

l\f rs. I-Iermes, who had not before 

heard the report; ' I must put :\Ir. 

I-:lermes on his gnard, fo1- I know 

be is engaged with i\Ir. Belfast for 

very large sums.' They then all 

joined in condemning us, for bring

ing up our daughter as if ~he had 

large expectations, when it would 

most probably be necessary for her 

..,._ to work for her sn bsistcncc. 0 ur 

cheerfulness was attributed to insen~ 
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sibility; and one lady maliciously 
insinuated, that it was easy for those 
to be charitable, who did not scruple 
defrauding their creditors." 

"Oh, dear! Ob, dear!" said Lau
ra, clasping her hands together. 

"~Irs. Norton, determined to dis
cover the orio-in of the re11ort " coi1-

o ' 
tinuecl l\Irs. Belfast, " called this 
1norni1'.g on :\lrs. Green, but as she 
·was not able to give her the least in
formation, she desired to speak with 
Ellen." 

" And did Elicn betray me?" ex
claimed Laura. 

11lrs. B~{fast. " Ellen replied that 
her friend Laura had certainly go0d 
reasons for believing tba t her par en ts 
intended to remove into tl1c country ; 
but what those reasons \Yere, she w~5 

in honour bound to concc~l. "i\Ir~~ 
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Norton then enquired whether the 
scheme had been long in agitation; 
to which Ellen answered, that it was 
about three weeks since l\Irs. Belfast, 
in an airing with he1· daughter, had 
suddenly stopt the coach, and in a 
very mysterious manner gone to Mrs. 
Jlilcox's; and that there was every 
reason to suppose she had then been 
to consult l\f rs.Darwin on thesnbject. 

" And now, L~ura, tell me, could 
you, on so slight a circumstance, 
fabricate the story which has been 
spread through the neighbourhood?" 

"l\1amma," said Laura, as audibly 
as she could, " I will tell you the 
truth. 0 how I wish I had never 
kept any thing from you!" 

In as cofierent a 1nanner as her 
agitation would permit,, she then re
lated every circumstance which Irnd 

ti 
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0ccasioncd her va'i·ions suppositions, 
without in the least degree palliating 
the faults of which she had been 
guilty. Ashamed of beholding her 
mother, she hid her face in her bo
som as she concluded her narrative., 
softly adding, " A ncl novi' I am .rea- · 
dy to submit to any punishment ) 011 

shall think proper to inflict." 
"See, Laura,'' said i\1rs. Belfast, 

"the sad consequences of indulging 
a restless curioj ty. flow often, when 
I have warned yon against this pro
pensity, have yon e.·claimed, 'Dear, 
n1amma, surely curiosity is not such 
a great fault ! ' but I hope ,vhat has 
now occurred, will make a more for
cible impression than all the lessons 
I have endeavoured to inculcate . 
. " I ,-rent to a shop to purchase 

a trifling article, and neither took 
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you with me, nor told you what I had 
bought. This was the intricate 
mystery, which has produced such a 
cdn1plicated train of errors and dis

asters. 
· " Offended that a single circum-

,-- stance should be concealed from your 
knowledge, you were out of humour 
during the whole ride. The very idea 
,vhich restored you to cheerfulness, 
was the occasion of a mortifying dis
appointment; and you remember the 
a ccident which was produced by 
your impatience to get a sight of the 
present, which you imagined I had 
procured for you. With all her faults, 
n1y Laura has a disposition so affec
tionate, that I can easily fancy '\Yhat 
must have been her feelings> \vhen 
she imagined that she was shortly 
about to leaYe her friends. But how 
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entirely without reason did you im
bibe this distressing idea! \Vhen I 
1nentioned l\i1rs. Hutchinson at .\1rs. 
Darwin's, which you would not have 
known had you not made such im
pertinent enquiries of Maria, it was 
merely to ask after her health. ,vhen 
11iss Darwin was sent out of the 
room, I had some conversation_ with 
her mother, respecting a gentleman 
in reduced circumstances, for whom 
she wished your father to procure a 
11Iace in the bank; arid it was on the 
same subject that I received the let
ter from her sister, which occasioned 
you so much disturbance. You 
seem so sensible of the impropriety 
of your behaviour, in opening that 
letter, that it. is unnecessaty for me 
to enlarge upon it; further than to 
remark it ns an instance of the baneful 
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effects of a foible, i·hich could lead 

to the commission of so base and dis-

11onourablc an action. 

" Yon may fancy that on first 

reading the letter, you were rather · 

rewarded than punished, as it served 

jmmediately to remove your distress; 

but had you possessed sufficient com-

111and over yourself to ,,·ait with pa

tience till yon could talk to me upon 

the subject, your fears would have 

been equally removed, and all those 

evils might have been avoided, which 

]iave arisen in con seq uencc of the sup

position wbich the letter gave you. 

There is no incident too trifling fo 

afford food fcff curiosity. Your fa
ther at thct/me explained tbe true mo-

ti \ ' <.' of his poi~1tiug out the advertise

ment; he merely alluded to a joke 

re had lrnd a da · or two before: ., 
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,vhen we had been fancying the plea
sures of a retired life. Again ; he 
had not any motive for his journey 
except to see that part of the coun
try, which ,vas entirely new to him. 
And the conversation bet'vveen l\:Irs. 
Darwin and me, which you hav(') 
made so interesting, merely related 
to some French nuns who are settled 
in Suffolk, and on whom l\'.Irs. Dar
win said she intended to call, the 
next time she went to stay with her 
sister. From these circumstances, 
trifling as they were in themselves, 
and wholly inclependcntof each other, 
added to my supposed mysterious 
visit to ~lrs. Darwin, you not only 
formed in your own mind, bnt sent 
abroad into the world, the story 
,Yhich has circulated to our disadvan
t;1ge. In this Ii fc the guilty can sd-

L 
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clom suffer alone. Your poor Ellen, 
l10w has she been the victim of lH~r 
affection for yon, and your various 

fancies! And how much is your fa
ther's and my character sunk in the 

neighbourhood, by the report that 

l1as been so widely spread!" 

Laura, -vvl10 .had not been able to 

refrain from tears on the mention of 

]~lien, no,v in sobbing accents ex

claimed B But, my dear rnarnrna, 

though I have been much to blame, 

y ou should not lay to m_l/ charge all 

that those ladies so wickedly said 

<1 gain.st you. Do you suppose thJt 

I ever thought .71ou had been extrava

gant , and my JHtpa a gamester?" 

Jlirs. Be(f'asl. " lt is not for lfUU , 

L~ura, who have taken such nn" ar

ran table liberties, in openly relating a 

sto1 y re-;pcc ting y our O\\ n parents , 
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"'·hich you yourself imagined they 
wished to be kept secret, to be se
vere upon strangers, ,vho, when they 
hear it as they fancy upon such un
doubted authority, venture to ascribe 
those n1otivcs for the determination, 
,vhich appear to them the most pro
bable. I do ·not, however, wholly 
justify the party in question; and we 
may observe from this instance, ho,v 
extremely cautious ,ve should be in 
believing reports of our neighbours, 
and in commenting upon the111 to 
their disadvantage. A disposition 
to tattling, which has been so ofte11 
ascribed to wo1nen, that for the ho
nour of our sex we should be parti
cularly on our guard against it, ge
nerally accmnpanies cndosity. Those 
who fancy they have discovered a se
cret are too proud of their penetration 

Ls 
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to let it be concealed ; or else they 
tell what they kno,v, that in so doing 
they may have an opportunity of 
making further enquiries." 

Laura. "lam sure, marnma, ·when
ever you have told me a secret, I have 
been very careful not to divulge it; 
but I thought v,here no confidence 
was reposed, no secrecy could be ex
pected." 

lv'Irs. Belfast. " You have a very 
imperfect notion of honour, Laura, if 
such can be your opinion·. In the 
present case, I could tell you nothing, 
for there was nothing to tell; but it 
may occasionally happen, that ·we 
1nay have good reasons for wishing to 
conceal an affair from all the world, 
which you, by being constantly ,vith 
us, may in part discover. But shall 
you deal generously, shall you deal 
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kindly by yonr parents, if you run 
the risk of doing them a real injury; 
by relating what you know, as a kind 
of punishment to them for not having
entrusted you with the whole l" 

Laura. " Indeed I will be mor(! 
careful. But do not you sometimes 
say that yon hate secrets, and that 
you like an open temper ?u 

lvfrs. Belfast. "I do hate unneces
sary secrets, and an affectation of 
n1ystery ; but I never pretended to 
say, there 'Were no cases in which con .. 
cealment vvas needful. Openness is 
not more essential to friendship, than 
an indiscriminate communicativeness 
is prejudicial to it. No one would 
choo~e to fix upon that person as a 
friend, who docs not consider in al-
1nost as sacred a light the discoveries 
which her situation enables her to 

Ls 
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make, as those secrets ,vhich are 

more immediately entrusted to her 

fidelity." 
Laura. " f-Iow very, very sorry, I 

an1 for the n1iscbief I have done ! 

What can I do to repair it?" 

Nlrs. Beljrtst. " As the mistake is 

so soon discovered, I am in hopes our 

reputation ,vill not receive any per

n1anent injury. I shall inform l\Irs. 

Norton in what 1nanner the report 

originated, and request her to undc• 

ccive her friends." 
Laura. " Oh ! ,vhat an opinion 

will they have 0f me!" 

1vlrs. Be(fast. " Can you, in jus

t ice, ,vish thcn1 to continue in their 

prcsen t error?" 
Laura. "Oh no! that is true; 

a nd if any body should ask me abont 

w;nr moving, I will certainly o,vn th@ 
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truth. But how asha1ned I shaII 
feel ! I shall be asha111ed of seeing 1ny 
dear Ellen too, after baving fright
ened her a second time about our 
p~:rting. Oli ! 1ny dear 1na1111na, do 
you think I shall ever recover 1ny charJcter ?" 

Jlfrs. Be(fust. '' I will not, n1y 
1ear, deceive yon by saying, that it 

will not suffer by what has happen
ed. It ,vill long be remembered, 
that Laura BeL.ast was capable of n1canness 3ncl treachery. 

" .. \nd as we ha\·e seen that a story 
is seldom simply told, you must not 
be surprised if whrt t has passed shouI<l 
he related with 111any aggravations. Y ct by a steady course of good beha,. iour you v.-j lI, I l1opc, in ti me, re

gain the good opinion of your ac
q11<lmtance. And ! do flatter myself: 

L-t 
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that 1ny Laura,• instructed by ,,-hat 

has now passed, will exert her utmost 

encleavouTs to correct her grealest 

fault, and then sbe will be ahnost all 

that n1y fondest affection could de

sire." 
Laura flung her arn1s about her 

n1othcr's neck. '' I will, I will try 

to be all yon can wish me. Rut by 

what means can I get the better of 

my curiosity? I know the first time 

I think there is a secret, I shall be in 

as great a fidget as C\-cr. And how 

can I help it?" 
J.lrs. Belfast. '' ,vhcn you would 

restrain any undue propcnsi ty, your 

first recourse must be to fica ,·en. 

Let it be one subject of your daily 

addresses to that God, who has prn 4 

miscd to strengthen our ,veakness, 

and aid c,·erv virtuous endeavour, 
,,/ 
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that he would cnabl~yon to overcome 
this, your prevailing foible. And . 
when you feel yourself on the point 
of losing your temper, because you 
cannot immediately discover ,vhat 
you wish, then, in a mental ejacula
tion, i1nplore the Almighty to caln1 
that eagerness which is so contrary 
to the spirit of Christianity. 

" Do not suppose, that curiosity is 
such a tri flr, as to stand in no need 
of being con1batccl by divine grace. 
Kothing is a tr;ffo which leads the 
\fay to Yice. \Vhen you fancy that 
the secret relates to yourself, endea
vour to attain a degree of calmness 
by reflecting that all your concerns 
arc in the hands of an infinite Pro
tector, who will unraYcl to you, ac;; 
l1c sees fit, the hidden eveni"s of fu
turity. 



I IS The J.11ystery disclosed! 

"\V1!cn the secret relates to your 

friends, strive to suppress the pain
ful idea that they do not Io,;e you, 

because they do not confide to you 
all their concerns. Remember that 

you are but a child, and that your 
judgment must of course be un

formed . .As you grow older, ,ve shall 

certainly have less to conceal ; but 

at any age it \' ould be unfair, from 
an occasional instance of rese1Te, 

,vhich might perhaps be unavoid

able, to suspect the sincerity of our 
affection. As to that foolish habit 

of prying into the affairs of neigh

bours and common acquaintance, on 

,vhose confidence you have no claim, 

and ,vhose reserve you cannot pre

tend to say wounds your feelings, 

the best preservative l can recom-

1nend against it i a habit of con• 
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stant employment. The wonders of 
nature open a wide field to the most 
inquisitive mind; and your turn for 
invention, if proper! y directed, may 
prove to you a fund of real amuse
ment. If by these means you can
not attain the inward sereni.ty at 
which you aim, you may at least 

. control your actions. You may, by 
exertion, keep yourself from being 
guilty of any breach of honour with 
a view to discover a secret. 

" Let me also recommend you, 
w·hen again you feel yourself perplex
ed, to look back on the incident 
which has occasioned this conversa
tion; and you will say to yourself, 
' '1Vell ! it is not ,vorth ·while to dis
tress n1yself; perhaps the migh!lj 
mystery may only relate to a pound 
of wa_i,,_'" 

'l HE END. 
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of the Processes and of the Ibw Materials, Price of Labour, 
&c. each illustrated with a copper-plate. Tn three P.irts, 
each containing twenty Trades. Price Js. or 5::;. with the 
Plates coloured. 

3. The BOOY of RANKS, describing th_e Degrees and 
Stations of British Society ; with coloured Plates, price 7s. 

4. The BOOK of GA:.\IES, explaining the laws and 
modes of playing twenty-four of the games the most com
mon among children and young per~ons, each illustrated 
with a copper-plate, price J5. 6d. half-bound, or 5s. with 
the }date$ ooloured. 

5. A VISIT. to a FAIC\1-HOUSE, de~cribing the 
prinC:1ples and practice of Farming Business and Rural 
Economy, in a pl ca, ing and familiar manner, with several 
plates, pnce 2s. Gd. 

6 A VISIT to LO~DON, des(,ribing the Curiosities 
and retT1 nk.,hle Obje,•ts i11 the :\Ictrnpo.lis, in an amusing 
'4 '.W, ac\a pt~<l to the c·1 pacity 'lnd curiosity of an early age, 
l"llh ~t•vcral pbt ·s, p l<. c :2~. 6<l. 

7 The TR:\ \.f_r,c; oi ~tOL,\:--:no r0.1•nd •he \\.ivl.J, 
r:,zpfai:1ing in ;•, fap11li.1r ancl t·:ttcrt.1in,n,. n~.1nn ,, ~ •. -: 



" 'T 

I 
·i 

BOOKS recent/y publiJhed. 
Cu~tom~, Curiosities, and Productions of various Coun
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in chaste and modern language, and here published in one 
collection, embellished with numerous copper-plates, con
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I. a,nd II. price 2s. 6d. each. 
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21. MARY and her CAT, a familiar and pleasing Story, 
in Words not exceeding two Syllables, with 12 plates, 
picc ls. 

22. PlmSENTE=. for GOOD GJHLS, chiefly in \1/orcls 
d One Syllabic, with 12 coloured platci, price ls. 



,, 

·1 

'l 

BOOKS recently puhliJhed • 
.2-'3. PRESENTS for GOOD BOYS, in ,v-ord& of One and 1\1 o SylL.1.bles, with twelve coloured plates, price ls. 

21. NE,v DIALOGUES for GOOD CHILDREN. By )1. P. with numerous Cuts, price ls. 
2.5. PROVERBS; or the WISDO!\I of ALL AGF.S and NATIONS, concentrated in a single volume, p1 ice 2s. Gd. in boards. 

~fi. The HISTORY of BRITISH DOi.\IESTIC QUADRUPl~DS, illustrated with entertaining Anecdotes, ani numcrou,; Engravings, price 2s . Gd. in boards. 
27. The LIFE and ADVENTURES of ROBINSON CRUSOE, adapted to the Use of Young Persons, and embellished with sixteen engravings, price Ss. 6d. haJf. 

bound. 

2R. The BRITISH NEPOS, or Mirror of Youth; b eing select Lives of illnstrious Britons, who have been tl istingu is heel by their Virtues, Talents, or remarkable Advance ment in Life, with incidental practical Reflections ; written purposely for the Use of Young Persons, on the obvious principle, that "Example is more powerful ancl more seductive than Precept." By \VJLLIAM :'IIAYon, LLD. \~icctr ofllurley, in Bcrkshire,and Chaplain to the Eari of ::\Ioira. Price 4s. Gd. bound . 
29 . The LIYES of PLUTARCH, abridged, containing Accounts of the most illuslrio11s and estimable Charac ter~ of Antiquity; by the same Author, price 4s. Gd. 

bound. 

;o , SCRIPTURE BJOGRAPIIY, conta ining Accounts o f the Lives and Action:; of all thi! µri1H:ipal Charact · -~ 111 the OLD and NE\V TESTc\i\IENT, with pr:ictica l l nfl.! rcnccs , adapted to real Life, and <l~igncd to promote th e Imitation of those il'ustrious Examples. Bj JOHN \\".\1 Kr:-.s, A i\I. L.L.D. · l'rica 5s bound . 
'3 1. The U01lYEllSAL BJOGRAPIJICAL anrl HISTUIUCAL l>Ic.:TIUN.\HY: being a faithful account of the Liv cs, '\ct ions, and Chanct, rs of the most emi, u: nt l'c r,ons of all Age:; and lountnc .. , with the Revolution ..: of ~tr.tc.;, and the Succession of Sovereign Princes ; confl 



BOOKS recently published. 

tn.ining two thous:ind Articles more than are to be found 

in the Gi>neral Biog~aphical Dictior.ary in fifteen volnmes. 

By JoHN \VAT~INS, A.'.\I L.L.D. A new and enl:.ug~d 

edition, price 15s. in boards. 

::2 LlVES of ILLUSTRlOFS and CELEBRATED 

\VO'.\I F.N, from the carlie~t Periods to the present time, 

adapted to the Use of Young Ladies. By 1\JA fl.Y I-IA v~. 

In six elegant volumes 12mo. price 11. 1 ls. Gd. in boards, 

or 21. 2:,. elegantly bound. 

SS An UNIVERSAL and C0'.\1PLETE . SYSTE:\l 

of SHURT-H:\ND \VldTI. 'G; being the same which 

has been preferred by the Editors of the Encyclop:x:dia 

Britannica, a1,d which is used in the Courts of Law in 

·the Metropolis. By \VIL LL\!11 MA vou, L. L. D. sixth 

edition, price ,s. Gd. 

34. A CO'.\lPLETE and C0'.\1PRF.HENSlVE DIC· 

Tl ONA RY of )1USIC, being an inclispen~able Companion 

to every Harpsichord, and to every Amateur and Student 

in :'-Iu,;ic. By TuoMAS BusnY, i\Ius. D. and L.L.D. 

}'rice 6s. in boards. 
SS. GRA'.\fl\lA.TlCAL INSTITUTES of the E~G

LlSH L1'JGUAGE. By JoHN AsH, L_.L.D. P1ice ts. 

bound. 
~JG. The ENGLlSII SPELLING-BOOK and EXPO

SITOR; being a new method of teaching Children and 

Adult Persons to re:ul, \\'nte, and understand the Engli,h 

'f,rngue. By l1 E:-; HY BoAn, \Vriting-:\laster at Col-

chester. Price ls .qd. 

[l7. The LONDON PRDIER; or, FIRST BOOK, being 

a new, easy, ant\ fascinating lntr0Juctio11 to the En~lish 

Language, superior to every preceding Attempt of thi,; 

kind, and deserving of universal Preference, as a fir~t 

Book, in all Schools and Famiiies, with sixty beautiful 

cuh, price 6d. with a full allowance to Schools, 

Printed by C Sq\1irc, Furnival's-lnn Cou1t. 
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