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PREFACE. 

IT may with justice be remarked, 

that vvorks of fiction are only en

titled to commendation, when they 

propose, through the medium of 

their story, the inculcation of some 

moral precept, or the prosecntion of 

some particular virtue. 

It vvas with the view to hold up to 

respect and admiration the posses

sion of one of the most prominent 

virtues of our nature, that the present 

little book was written; and, if the 

ability to execute such a task, kept 

pace with the writer's estimation of 

this first of affections, the public 
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might, at present, have been pre

sented with a very different per

formance. 
To have done his best, though a 

confession which, perhaps, may do 

little credit to his head, is, neverthe

]ess, an avowal, that must shew his 

respect for the sensible part of his 

readers; and ·who, on its perusal, 

though they may withhold that admi

ration due to a production of merit, 

will, he trusts, at the same time, 

acquit him of the charges of having 

written much nonsense, and of hav

ing spun out his matter by the inser

tion of what is frivolous, and not con

,·ertible to some useful purpose. 



THE 

PRET11Y PORTRESS, 

"Tl1c curfew tolls the knell of parting day, 

"The lowing herd wind slowly o'er the lea, 

" The ploughman homeward plods his weary 

way." 

How delighted are we with thy re

mains, 0 GRAY! who, in the space of 

a few hundred lines, hast comprised 

whatever is beautiful, whatever is 
exquisite in thought! 

By reason of thi, , thy breYi ty, we 

carry thee in our bosoms, instead of 

Ao 
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leaving· thee behind us on our shelves. 

Thou art too delicious a morsel for us 

to part with or to forsake. If we 

direct our steps into the church-yard, 

there thou givest our thoughts a 

diviner cast. If we saunter along 

the mountain's brow at "sober dusk 

of eve," by thy persuasion we listen 

with double rapture to the far-peal

ing curfew, to the beetle's hum, or to 

the distant tinkling of the sheepfold's 

simple bell. 

Such were the reflections of--

as he left, on a fine evening of au

tumn, the chapel and cloisters of 

Windsor, those abodes, not of rustic 

mortality, the theme of Gray's Elegy, 

but depositaries of the remains of 

human grandeur, and entered the 

Park of that favonrect place, to breathe 

th 
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the fragrance of the evening, as well 

as to indulge a spirit of melancholy, 

with which the scenes he had wit

nessed during the day had inspired 

him. The time was just that de

scribed by the Poet, whose merits 

have been made the subject of the 

short eulogy at the com men cement 

of this work, in that in i rnitable Elegy 

he has given to us and to posterity. 

The sun had, to use the language of 

poetry, "descended into the waters of 

the ocean,:' and evening vvas begin

ning to draw over the fair face of 

nature her " graudual dusky veil." 

The hour of toil had passed, and the 

sweets of home vvere anticipated by 

the rustic already on his way. The 

beetle was traversing the walks ; the 

ear wa .. occasionally saluted by tbe 

l 
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kne1l of the day that ,vas gone ; auJ 
sober meditation had sa11icd out on 
her career. 

Most majestic of woods! conse
crated by the attachment of royalty, 

and hallowed in the muse of Pope, 
whoever that has felt the protection 

of thy umbrageous walks during the 
scorching of the noonday sun, or 
experienced the advantage of thy 
seclusion to tell a tale of love, or 
listen to a vow of attachment, with .. 

out adding a mite in thy praise, must 
be ungrateful indeed. Long mayest 
thou retain that preference which 
cultivated taste has assigned thee! 
Long may the breezes that play 
among thy foliage waft health and 
harmony to the visitant who has the 
soul to appreciate these thy L>eauties. 
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l-lavino· offered our tribute of 
0 

admiration to this most favoured 

haunt, we shall now return to 

the young gentleman who is the 

hero of this tale; and whom, a few 

minutes since, we have led out to 

,valk, and who, by this time, had 

got to that extremity of the forest 

allotted for public accommodation, 

and had reached the precincts of the 

Royal residence, when, conceiving, 

by the time he got back to the inn, 

that it would be time to retire from 

the fatigues of the day, he began to 

retrace his steps, and pursue his walk 

homewards. And little did he ima

gine, when he formed this resolution, 

of what was to happen before he par

took of that repose to which his 

thought were now dirccled ; little 
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did he suppose, that an event was to 

take place, by which his future pros

pects were to be so materially af

fected. 
Let no one consider the day con

cluded, says an Eastern legend, ti1l 

the finger of sleep has closed the 

eye-lids ; and be sparing of your 

panegyrics, ye flatterers, till death 

has sealed the character. 

At a distance of three hundred 

yards from the spot he commenced 

his return, he perceived, on the op

posite side of the walk, a female 

form gliding through the trees, in 

pursuit of something which she fre

quently called by name; and which, 

as it crossed the way towards our 

hero, he pcrcei yed to be a rabbit. 

As the litLle animal ran al1110st 
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dit·eclly up to him, lie, as it appeared 

to be her wish to have it caught, . 

laid hold of it in the gentlest possible 

manner, and placed it, with his own 

hand, in that boso1n which was pre

pared to receive it; and, in doing so, 

though, at the moment, by no means 

inclined to that pleasantry, which 

frequently, to gratify its vanity, puts 

the object on which it is exercised to 

the blush, yet could not help congra

tulating the innocent creatnrc on the 

felicity of its good fortune. 

. \Vithout any wish to avail herself 

of this opportunity for introduction to 

the stranger, she, with a frankness 

which innocence alone conld inspire, 

did not merely thank him for his 

attention, hut expressed a wish that 

he had been so fortunate as to have 
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met him an hour before that time, as 
she had been out so long in trying to 
bring it back. "It is a young pet," 
said she, "to which my mother and 
I are much attached ; it strayed into 
our Jodge one morning, four weeks 
since, when so young as to be 
scarcely ab]e to walk; we have, till ' 
now, reared it, fed it with our own 
hands, and, I fear, as it is now ab]c 
to run about of itself, t hat we arc 
likely to lose it." 

"1t must be an indifferent judge 
of its adrantages," he observed, at a 
loss but to ay something, "to escape 
from so much tenderness. Some, 
there are, who, were they fortunate 
enough to command half the caresses 
which :you bestow on that little crea
ture, wou]cl, I am , urc, never forget 
their influence ." 
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What there was in this reply which 
this an1iable girl did not like, it may 
not be hard to discover; its effect 
was, her taking leave of him, and 
wishing him a pleasant walk, after 
once more thanking him for his 
kindness. 

Take leave, in course, she did, but 
yet did not deny him her presence; 
or rather, to speak more plainly, her 
appea1ance, her manner, and the in
nocence of her address, were really 
as present to the mind of our hero, as 
<luring the fevv seconds he had been 
conversing with her. 

" \Vho can this young female be," 
said he to himself, "that has made 
an impression on my regard so strong, 
that, previous to this hour, I never 
felt any thing similar? 

B 
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"Romance, \Yith all her extrava
gance, cannot match this occurrence; 
that I should, on this Yery evening, 
in this place, and at this hour, 

meet with that form, and those 
features, which, to my imagination, 
from my earliest recollection have 

been depicted! vVould it be pru
dent in me to follow her, and ascer
tain, from this interesting stranger, 
her name, her address, her views, 

her family? I am certain she is re
spectably connected. In her man
ner, though respectful to a degree, 
and even affable, yet there was at
tendant on these amiable qualities a 
certain unassnmed dignity, which 
convinces me that her mind is of 
a very super10r order. Under 
these circumstances, this step might 

an c· 

ht~ 
~t~~ 

stije 
1 

ceale 

A 
~y ti 

t:)]~t 
ctic• 



l· 

15 

prevent my haYing a subsequent op
portunity of meeting her, ·which is 
certainly my wish. What is best to 
be done ?-see her ag·ain I must.-I 

cannot resist the desire.-She is yet 
within sight.-1 can easily overtake 
her, if I please ;-to-morrow may, 
perhaps, do as wel],--but there is 
uncertainty in the delay.-l may 
never have another opportunity ,-her 
rabbit may not again give me such 
an occasion of conversing with her." 
In the midst of this soliloquy, he was 
suddenly stopped by her passing a 
stile, by which she was entirely con
cealed from his view. 

A resolution was instantly formed 
by our Joung hero, since he found 
himself precluded for that night from 
seciug her, of repairing to the spot 

B 2 
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to-morrow at the same hour, when 
chance might possibly be on his side, 
and be favourable to his wishes. In 
the meantime, he intended to obtain 
from the people of the inn all the in
formation he could, respecting this 
female who had so unexpectedly 
rivetted his attention; and whose 
fate, he began to feel a strong pre -
sentiment, was ultimately to be con-· 
nected with his own. And while he 
pursues his walk, we wi1l have time, 
as it is full a mile in length, to 
attempt some description of this fair 
creature. 

''H 
''\\ 
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"Her form was fresher than the morning rose 

'' \Vhen the dew wets its leaves." 

NOT a dozen of words back, we 

have promised you, my readers, a 

description of this fen1ale, whom the 

simple accident of which we have 

made mention, was the means of in

troducing, and who is to form the 

most prominent character, and is, in 

short, to be the burthen of this little 
book. 

In this description, then, we would 

not have you anticipate that she is in 
possession of some of those charms of 

which you have seen so many ladies 
B3 
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possessed, in the Opera House. or at 
an assembly, or going to court; and 
which, as you must agree with us, are 
partly artificial, though we have seen 
some very beautiful women stoop to 
make use of them. No profusion of 
ringlets enveloped her head; no vvav
ing plumes scared, while they at
tracted, attention; no brilliancy of 
ornaments, which, while they dazzle 
all around them, occupy the be
holder's attention with their own 
value, very often to the exclusion 
of that of the fair object that wears 
them. No, we believe you have had 
a hint of what you are to expect, 
from our prefacing this detail with 
the beautiful lines from Thomson, 
descriptive of the charms of Lavinia. 

lu the first place, then, she pos-

ses 

h 
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sessed all the indications of excellent 

health in the highest degree; and 

which, if they do not constitute 

beauty, yet are so essential to it, that 

it cannot be said to exist in their 

absence. Of these, as the principal 

of this first of requisites, may be enu

n1erated, transparency of complexion, 

vermilion lips and gums, and bril

liancy of the eyes. In shape, she 

might be tall, rather than otherwise; 

agile in figure, and in the proportion 

of its parts admirable. l-Ier hair, of 

the da1 kest shade of bro\vo, ,vas 

elegantly divided on her forehead ; 

and every part of her neck, bosom, 

and arms, were coYered with a gar

ment that equalled, in its purity, the 

snow itself. 
Iler manner, to which many will 
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pay more regard, par ti cu larJy her 
language, was extremely unaffected. 
And, to explain this to our }Ot111g 
readers, we wil1 inform them, that 
this absence of affectation consisted 
in her making use of no word , in 
conversation, but such as she per
fectly understood. On every occa
sion, when addressed, she made no 
effort to shine, by aiming at that which 
she did not conceive herself per
fectly able for; but expressed her
self with all possible clear1Jess and 
simplicity. 

Ilow different was this, her man
ner from that which characterized ' 
the eldest daughter of our hero's 
landlord, who had just returned from 
a boarding-school, and whom the 
good-natured man soliciled pcrmi~-

Ci€ 
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siou lo introduce to hin1, as a rrofl
cient in rn usic, in painting, in danc

ing, and, in short, in every laJs

like accomplishment! And who, to 

a question proposed to her by the 

young gentleman, relative to her opi

nion of the beauty of Windsor cha

pel, to his astonishment, though to 

her doating father's admiration, with 

the greatest ease imaginable, ob

served, that "it was neat, but very 

elegant." 

Nor was this the only instance 

in which this ·young lady stumbled 

in verbal accuracv durino· their 
o) i:, 

conversation, as, at the dinner-

table, to which the host had been so 

kind as Lo invite our hero, when soli

cilcd by the young gentleman to 

allow him the honour to send her a 



glass of wine, saluted bis astounded 

ears with the following answer:

,, Excuse me, sir, I never talws wine." 

But to return to our heroine, 

whose name for the remainder of 
our acquaintance is to be .l.\Jiss 

Margaret Somers, as our hero, 

George Sackville, has not set nnish

ed his walk. 

Enough has been said, we belicYe, 

to prove her worthy of aumiration, as 

far as the attractions of person are 

concerned. Her mind has also been 

shewn to be of that cast, which, 

whateYer exceliencies it may have 

possessed, avoided their indiscrimi

nate display,-a mind to which con

ceit, which lies only on the surface 

of know ledge, is a stranger. ,v e 

~hall now (l'ive a short ~keLch of her 
0 
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history, and ho"v she came so much 

to attract tlie notice of Rosal ty, as to 

be respected, rewarded, and pa

tronized by the wisest and best, as 

well as most exalted, of men. 

l\Jargaret Somers is the only 

daughter and child of the late Lieut. 

Somers of the -- regiment. For 

several years the lieutenant and his 

family rented a little cottage in the 

neighbourhood of Egham, seques

tered in its situation, and in a state 

of comparative seclusion. So much 

so, indeed, that excepting to the 

postman and tax-collector, with one 

or l\.vo others, among whom wus 

the rector of the parish, he was 

unknown to almost all the neigh

bourhood. The cause of this mode 

of living may be accounted for on two 

reason~,-his limited income, ancl the 



24 

precarious ~tate of his health, which 
had suffered severely during the Spa
nish campaign. Of relatives he had 
a fe"v, and some of them of rank; 
but, from intimacy and friendly 
offices, a breach existed, which nei
ther time nor friendly expostulation 
conld heal. Somers had been so 
imprudent, according to their views, 
a:--, at his outset on life, to ruin his 
prospects for ever. Instead of the 
vain, the gay, the wealthy young 
lady, whom his father, a man pos
sessed of uncommon worldly wis
dom, had selected for him, young 
Somers chose, in consideration of 
her merit alone, the daugLter of an 
humble curate, and who could give 
her no better dowry than a Bible and 
his blessing. 

In vain did lie remonstrate with his 

fat 
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father on the propriety and happiness 
of his choice; in vain did he ques
tion the right of any parent to select 
a partner for his son w jthout first 
consulting him ; in vain did he refer 
to her virtues, to her affection, to her 
mind, "vhich was of itself an intel
lectual treasure. The father was 
inexorable. His son, according to 
his account, was for ever ruined; and 
he gave him, ut the same time, to 
understand, that on his means he 
must exµect to have no recourse on 
any occasion whatever, and that the 
substance he had to spare, he must 
consider as the right and property of 
his other children, who had formed 
connexions prudent in their na
tnre, which satisfied him, that 
what he had to be tow would be 

C 
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advantageously an<l properly taken 

care of. 

For years, young Somers, with no 

other income than his pay as an cn

si gn, contrived to support hi,n sclf 
and family in independence and com

fort; and in doing which, he found 

little difficulty, as long as his wife's 
father lived, with whom, during his 

absence on foreign service, she con

stantly resided. On the death of 
this parent, however, matters were 

changed; and his pay, though in

creased to that of a lieutenancy, was 

barely sufficient to support Lhe ap
pearance of a gentleman, and the 

expences of a wife, and suitable edu

cation of a daughter. 
He had not enjoyed this accession 

of rank long·, till, in cros. ing Ll1e 

2 
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Pyrennces, he got sick; aud was, in 
consequence, ordered home, when 
conceiving his end to be near, and 
having obtained the permission of 
his wife to sell out bis commission, a 
step by which he thought he could 
1nost effectually promote her own 
and liis child's interest, he retired to 
this priYacy, a waiting with patience 
an<l resignation from week to week, 
and from month to month; and, lat
terly, from year to year, his approach
ing end. Though otherwise a reli
gious 1nan, he was frequently heard 
to charge Providence with being· less 
kind to him than to many of his com
pan ions, vvhorn he had seen fall 
beside him, as the period of his deli
verance from illness did not arrive 
till two years after he had expended 

c2 
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the last shilling of rvhich he wa pos
sessed. 

To defray the expences of her 
husband's funeral, \Yidow So111ers, 
as her plate and other valuables had 
been all disposed of, was compelled to 
have recourse to an expedient, which, 
her husband, while alive, would never 
hear of, and this \Vas to sell her late 
father's library, her only dowry ; and 
wbicb, though it was \Vorth six times 
as much, only brought her forty 
pounds. 

On the death of her beloved father, 
the situ at ion of Miss Somers was 
truly helpless. 

,vithout a friend in the world 
but her ,vidovve<l mother, who had 
become infirm, in con equence of 
a paralytic attack of the , ide, which 
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she contracted from her 11nremit
ting attention to her husband, 
during his last illness, her mind con
stantly directed by the principles 
of our religion, ,vhich promises to 
the destitute, "I will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee," found, in its conso
latory and reviving effects, that sup
port which she must in vain have 
sought from any other quarter.-But 
our Joung travelJer has just now 
arrived at his inn, and is shewn into 
a room with lighted candles, and 
every preparation for supper, where 
we will leave him for the present, as 
we lrnYe nothing better to do with 
him, perusing the daily paper, while 
we proceed with our account of Miss 
Sorn er s. 

c3 
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" Full many a gem of purest ray serene, 

"The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear; 

'' How many a flower is born to blush uuseen, 

" And waste its sweetness on the desert air." 

'f HE reader mas easily gnessthe extent 

of' 1\1iss So1uers' calamity from ·what 

is al ready related, without another 

word being said on the subject; his 

attention is now to be directed to 

that resolution which she formed 

shortly after her father's decease; 

and which had, for its object, a pro

vision of the means of supporting· 

herself and her aged and afflicted 

mother. 
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"Mother, dearer to me than life 

itself," said she, one day, in the most 

consolatory tone, "I cannot any longer 

endure the thoughts of your suffering 

those privations to which you are 

about to be exposed, without endea

vouring, by every means which Go<l 

has granted me, to avert them. My 

poor father's removal from us has 

left me now at liberty to extend my 

labours to something beyond those 

n1erely domestic; and, I have been 

thinking, that, could my time be in 

any way shared between Ill)' attention 

to you, and to something which might 

conduce to our support, you may yet 

be happy, and me happier still from 

being that source of happine~s to so 

beloved a parent." 

. Her 1nother'~ face, hiliierto down-
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cast in sorrow, brightened np at this 
affectionate address from her daugh
ter; and, having em braced her, de
clared that, under all her afflictions, 
God had been tru]y kind, in thus 
having Jeft her a guardian angel, 
,vhosc filial tenderness was now her 
on]y comfort. "And pray, my dear 
Margaret," said she, "ivhat plan do 
you now propose by which you will 
be able to accomplish the end you 
have in view? I am only afraid that, 
in whatever expectations you may 
have indulged, relative to the facility 
of obtaining such a situation as would 
suit )70U, you have been too san
guine. I trust, my dear," continued 
she, "you do not set your mind on 
any thing like an instructress; as, in 
that case, you are sure to be disap-

?1r 
an, • 0 

direct 

duc\i 

upon 

Har, 
looair 

~ 

Pta)· i 

''R 
dear 

U1e ~: 

lG PA 

" 
feni;I 

i1·an1 

.\s to 
I ,n l 
~ ' .. ,~ 



IS 

p· 

83 

pointed; your education, though a 

sensible one, has unfortunately not 

been of that kind, that can further 

your wishes in that way ; and, as to 

any other line to which you can 

direct your attention, so as to be pro

ductive of that profit you calculate 

upon, I am at a loss to conceive. 

Have you, my dear, any particular 

thoughts on the subject1 if you have, 
pray inform me of them." 

" I-lave you never observed, n1y 

dear mother," said the other, " iu 
the papers which my father used 

to get, advertisements respecting 

female attendants or companions 
·wanted for ladies infirm or insane 1 

A.s to my education, limited as it is, 
] a1H truly grateful for it; but, such 

as it is, don't )OU think it sufficient, 
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with the requisites of altenlion and 

desire to please, for the acceptation 

of a situation of thi s sort ?" 

"I certainly do, my dear," re

joined her mother; "but supposing 

you were sufficiently forlu1rnlc to 

obtain such employment, you nnk t 

consent to ]eave me behind,-)"Oll 

cannot attend on us both : \1 hoeYcr 

engages you, must haYe, by night 
and by day, }OUr undivided atten

tion; this, I am sure, will be an ob

stacle in your way. Believe me, it is 
with no selfish consideration that I 

speak thus; I should be most happy 
to see my child in that ituation, 

and as soon as possible, where her 

own happiness is most likely to be 
permanently promoted. As for me, 

my days are not likely to be long on 

this 
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this side of the arave · the idea of 
0 ' 

on having such a daughter alone recon-

ciles me to that life which I do not 

f· enjoy; and I can be, though the 

11g thoughts of parting with you must 

IG be painful, sufficiently happy, were 

.t you comfortably situated; to hear of 
1u your "velfare, even if the possibility of 

rH seeing· )'OU is denied me." 

M "Think not for a moment of 

separation," said 1\1argaret, "that 

must not be, on any consideration. 

As yon shall see, there will be no 

occasion for it. A thought has struck 

rI me, and I consider it plausible and 

00, likely lo answer, that, in the event 

~er of my obtaining a situation of the 

be sort, I am pretty confident that, by 

representing the matter when about 

to be engaged, the request is of 
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'Ucha nature, that no feeling person 
can well refuse it,-to be allowed to 
share with you my attention at those 
intervals when disengaged from the 
services of the other. Let me see,'' 
added she, pulling out her pocket-book 
at the same time, "I think I have here 
copied down the address of a house 
where such situations are to be 
found,-here it is. Now, dear mo
ther, give me sour consent to allow 
me to try this project; there can be 
no harm attendant on its tr:al, if iL 
should not be successful; and, l am 
of opinion, that I have con:siderable 
chance .in my favour." 

Though this scheme did not ap
pear equally practicable to her mo
ther as to ~1argaret, yet tbe hope of 
seeing her daughter usefully em-
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ployed, as her means were near their 
termination, nine pounds being all 
that remained out of the forty she re
ceived from the sale of the books, 
\vrung from her a consent, which, 
under any other circumstances, she 
·would not have grante'tJ. 

The next day was then appointed 
for the trial of this project; and, in 
the morning, Miss Somers was, by 
the first coach that passed, to visit 
the great city, to look for employ
ment . 

. As a few of our readers may be 
desirous of kno"ving, in what part of 
the coach Miss Somers went to 
town, we shal I inform them, that she 
took an inside place, and a very hot 
place it promised to be, in a very hot 
morning; as it happened to be filled , 

D 
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with the exception of this place, with 

disputants warmly engag·ed in dis

cussing· the respective merits of the 
poets of the day. 

" 'Pon honor," says a smart young· 

gentleman, " if Torn Moore does not 
please me m'bre than any poet that 

ever Jived. I really think him supe

rior to all I have ever read. His 
songs, for instance,-what could be 
finer?'' 

"I am very much of your opinion," 

added a lady with a long white veil; 

and who seemed, by her appearance, 
to belong to the blue-stocking sister
hood, "provided you except my dear 
Lord Byron,-who has, and I am 
confident this gentleman will join me 

in the opinion, exceeded all poets 
that ever lived, whether you regard 
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fertility of invention, variety of de

scription, refinement of taste, or ele

gance of versification." 

"If you appeal to me, madam," 

replied an old gentleman who sat 

pent up in a corner, and who seemed, 

by his dress, to be a clergyman, "I 
shall, previous to giving my opinion, 

beg to ask you one question; and 

that is, vvhether you suppose those 

poems, in the praise of which you 

have said so much, would have ex

tracted such an encomium, had they 

been the production of Mr. Byron tl1e 

carpenter, or of Frank Bsron the 

shoemaker?'' 

"Really, sir,'' rejoined the other, 

'' I am at a loss how to answer your 

question; but, since you proruise your 

n2 
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opuuon on the subject, provided I 
comply with your conditions, I do 
believe that they vvould possess the 
same merit, had they been issued 
from the pen of lVIr. Byron the 
green-grocer, or any other Mr. 
Byron." 

"That I grant you,'' said the old 
gentleman, " their merit would have 
been the same; but my question 
should be understood,-would these 
poems have been equally popular, had 
they come frorn any one but a lord 1" 

"I do believe it," answered she. 
'' Then I do not," returned he. 
'' Bravo, old chap," exclaimed the 

young gentleman; '' you are rjght, 
'pon honor, if you a 'nt: how can 
such felJow s as suobs and green-
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grocers be supposed to know any 

thing of these matters?" 

To Miss Somers, this mor~eau of 

criticism, which was terminated by 

the departure of the old gentleman at 

Brentford, was a great treat, as she 
had never heard any thing of the 
kind before; and as, although her 
education was not of that description 

to qualify her for a governess, yet it 
comprised an intimate acquaintance 

with the principal English poets, from 
Chaucer to the present time. No

thing particular occurred during tl1e 

remainder of the ride, which ex
tended to the White-Ilorse Cellar in 
Piccadilly. 

\iVc have now arrived with .t: iiss 
Somers at the agent's, whose busi

ness was, as his prospectus, after a 
n3 
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long· preamble, set forth, to provide 

teachers with pupils, pupils with 

teachers, companions with ladies, 

and ladies with companions.-" And 

pray, madam, what is your object?" 

asked a smart young man, with a 

forward air, a look of affected pene

tration, and stiffened collar, and who 

gave himself out as the principal of 

the concern. 
"My object," replied Miss Somers, 

" is to enquire, whether you can 

procure immediately for me the situ

ation of companion to some sickly or 

infirm lady, who may want the society 

of some young respectable person f' 
"I believe, ma'am, I can; I think I 

am sufficiently fortunate; I have had 

one on my book since last week, with

out a single applicant for it; but I 
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suppose you know our mode of doing 

l.Jusiness in these cases, is, previ'ous 

to furnishing you with the address 

of the party in want of your services, 

our customary fee is ---" 

"I care not as to the amount of the 

fee or premium," said Miss Somers, 

interrupting him, "provided the si
tuation is likely to suit me; but I 
think it right to inform you, before 

you proceed further, that [ can enter 

no situation of that or any other 

kind, unless an infirm mother, who 

is dearer to me than life, be allowed 

to accompany me." 

"I understand you perfectly," an

swered the other promptly, "I per

ceive how it is; this to which I am 

about to recommend sou , will, I am 

sure, suit you to a tittle. The lady 
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who spoke to me on the occasion 
anticipated your case precisely; and 
said, she would have no objection 

whatever to the young lady's bring
ing along "vith her her mother or 
aunt ;-rather aged, I presume?" 

"Yes, sir, she is." 

"The very thing. Then, madam, 
I believe I may already congratulate 
you on having obtained this situation; 
a pound is our premium, and six
pence to the clerk." 

In giving this shark his demand, 
a difficulty arose as to the terms, as 
~he had taken only a guinea in her 
pocket to meet the expences of the 
day; and with part of it she had paid 
her coach-fare to town, which di 
minished her amount to seventeen 

·billings; this, she, with the greate~t 
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innocence displayed, observing, at 
the same time, that it was all that 
she had about her. On the day 
following, however, and when she 
got the situation, he might rely on 
her punctuality in paying him the 
balance. 

" It will do very well," said the 
other, grasping the money, " seven
teen shillings is three and sixpence 
under our regular premium, but it 
will do-it will do." Having said so, 
he gave the unsuspecting creature a 
slip of paper, having an address writ
ten on it; and, wishing her a good 
morning, pocketed the last farthing 
this poor girl had in her possession, 
although he knew she had even de
prived herself, by giving him her all, 
of the means of leavin~ town. 
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It may be unnecessary to trouble 
our readers with the particulars of 
Miss Somers' disappointment and 

chagrin at -finding herself duped by 
this worthless wretch, who, under the 

pretence of forwarding the views of 

this young creature, whose object 
was most laudable, plundered her of 

her property, which, under these 
circumstances, she freely advanced. 
And we should not have been so par
ticular in this part of our short 

account of her, had we not imagined, 
that, by detailing this anecdote, we 
have erected a beacon to warn the 
unsuspecting stranger who may come 
to town with similar views. 

That all mankind are not equally 
rapacious, the reader will acknow
ledge by the following demonstration 
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of friendship which Miss Somers 

received at the hands of the coach

man with whom she was to return; 

and, as it can be best detailed in the 

form of a dialogue, we shall give it in 

the words of the parties themselves. 
Miss Some1·s. - Perhaps, coach

man, you may have known my 

father? 
Coac!trnan. -Very likely I did, 

Miss; what was his name? 
Miss S.-Lieut. Somers, of Ivy 

Cottage, near Egham. 
Coach.-! knew the gentleman by 

sight remarkably well, I have driven 

him to town and back a hundred 

times and more; he was exceedingly 

kind to me; but I hear the gentle-

man is since dead ,-is it true? 
111.iss S.-lt is. 



48 

Coach.-Then I presume I have 
the pleasure of seeing his daughter? 

Mi'ss S.-You have. 
Coach.-And in what way can I 

serve you in town? Would you wish 
me to call any where, or send any 
where for you? Here is my porter, 
and a very steady man he is, I can 
depend on him, he'll run at a mi
nute's notice, and wilJ be back ere 
the coach start, I'll warrant him. 

Mi'ss S.-Thank you, coachman, I 
have no where to send, I have al
ready completed all my business. 

Coaclt.-Then pray tell me what I 
can do to serve you. As young 
ladies sometimes miscalculate on 
their money matters in town, perhaps 
you will allow me to advance you 
some money ; now, do permit me, 
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1e here is one, two, three, four, or five 
sovereigns, all 1 have got, and very 
much at your service; and, if these 
are not sufficient, I can, in a mo
ment's time, get more. 

oJ Miss S.-To say the truth, coach-
er, man, I have a little miscalculated in 

my expences) and my view in speak
ing to you was, provided the name 

ere of the late Mr. Somers was known to 
you, to request of you to allow me to 

, I ride home in your coach, and, on 
al• my arrival I shall thankfully pay 

you. 

e, 

Coach.-That I shall, Miss, and 
)'OU shall have your choice of a seat, 
as no names are as yet booked ; but 
can I do nothing more? pray accept 
of the loan of this sovereign, you 

E 
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must want some refreshment; here is 

the \Vhite Horse. They are very civil 

people, and will shew you every at

tention; I will just mention your 

name at the bar-I am sure they will 

:;;hew you the greatest respect. 

Miss S.-I thank you, sir, indeed 

I thank you for ) our civility; yet I 
beg· of you to excuse my accepting 
any money, as I assure you I have no 

need for it; and, as for refreshment, 
I do not feel the least desire, I never 

eat Lefore dinner, and 1 think that I 

shall be home by our usual dinner hour. 
Coach.-Y ou will then allow me 

to order you a room, to wait till the 
coach is ready, as it will be full an 

hour before we start, and 1 am so 

certain that you \\1 ilf experience 
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every respect and attention, or I 
should not otherwise request you. 

Mi·ss S.-1 really thank you, sir ; 
] would rather, however, prefer, as 
the day is fine, to take a walk to the 
park to see the improvements, which, 
I understand, are going on. I shall 
take care to be with you at three 
o'clock. 

The coachman, finding further en
treaties of no avail, raised his hat, 
made his how, and promised to see 
kept for her the place she had 
selected. 

Not a few of our readers, we are 
aware, will, on the present occasion , 
be disposed to charge Miss Somers , 
in refusing· to accept of any thin g 
else than a ride from the coachman , 
with unnecessary and unseasonable 

E2 
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delicacy. The good nature of this 
man was, as they will think, but ill 
repaid by the reserve with which she 
treated his proffered kindness. What 
a fool she must haYe been, others 
will observe, to deny herself the com
fort of a refreshment, when it was so 
civilly and respectfully placed within 

her reach ; especially when she knew 
she could discharge the obligation 
on her arrival at her mother's. 
While others will think with Miss 
Somers, and commend that reserve 
which prevented her from incurring 
any other obligation than what she 
could not possibly avoid. The idea 
of refreshment, as she was no slave 
to her comforts, held out to her no 
inducement to borrow rnoney. The 
case of the conveyance, however, 
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differed materially from the other, as 
it could not be dispensed with, but 
was, in fact, a matter of necessity. 

Our readers have, no doubt, al
ready suspected us guilty of an omis
sion, and on a subject respecting 
which they must already have been 
forming abundance of conjecture, 
and that is the state of Miss Somers' 
mind on the occasion of this decep
tion and disappointment. 

When we say that her soul was 
entirely uninfluenced by any thing· 
like pride, and that while her ima
gination, young and buo}ant, de
picted the chances of success in too 
glowing colours, and urg·ed her for
ward in this affair, contrary to 
either the wishe or advice of her 
molher, yet, as she was equally en-

E 3 
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clued with that ingenuousness to 

acknowledge her precipitancy and 

<leterrnine on amendment, we shall 

relieve a great portion of our good

natured readers from any apprehen

sion as to the state of her feelings. 

Her determination, in this case, 

was as soon conceived as adopted; 

and it was similar to that of the pe

nitent prodigal in the parable, to 

con fess to her dearest friend and 

mother her mistaken precipitancy, 

and to promise reflection and atten

tion to advice for the future. 

Her soul, which was truth itself, 

determined on revealing every cir

cumstance as it happened, without 

palliation or colouring; and she knew 

full well, that it was into a bosom 

fraught with affection, and that would 
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return endearment for sincerity, to 
which site was about to make her 
confession. 

We shall now conduct her to the 
stage-coach, where a select part)' had 
already occupied all the seats, with 
the exception of that allotted for her, 
and among whom existed as strong 
a turn for disputation, as that ob
served in the morning's party. 

"I perceive," said an eluerly gentle
man to a young lad)' who sat by him, 
and had a copy of " Woodstock'' on 
her lap, which he had received at the 
librarian's that forenoon, '' that you 
are an admirer of Sir Walter Scott. 
As for myself, I regret, that I have 
been unable to keep pace with the 
ing·enious Baronet. Some five or six '-

of his first Novels I read, and with 
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very consi<lerable pleasure :-subse

quent to "Rob Roy," however, or 
rather the "Tales of my Landlord," 
I have not seen one, though I shall 
most willingly commence their pe
rusal when I can spare time. 

And pray, sir, will you have the 
goodness to explain what you mean 
by the term considerable, when ap
plied to the pleasure you said you 
received when you perused those 
celebrated Novels? asked a young 
man: with a broad Scotch accent, 
and who seemed "eager for the 
fray,'' as Pope has it, somewhere, in 
his translation of" Homer." '' I am 
sure you will admit that you have 
read nothing equal to them in the 
English language." 

"Indeed, sir, I wiJI again confess 
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that they g·ave me VQry great plea
sure in the course of perusal; and 
if, according to your vocabulary, the 
expression considerable implies any 
thing inferior, I beg to correct it, 
and substitute another instead. .A.s 
to the other part of yon r obser
vation, relative to their standing at 
the head of English fictitious com
position, I most humbly beg leave 
to differ from the opinion you have 
advanced. As, from the impression 
which those of this author that I have 
read produced on me, I must say, 
that my estimation of other works of 
the kind, and which have been al
lowed to be first rate in their way, is 
as yet unshaken." 

" Perha[)S o·enllcrnen " said un 
' b ' 

elderly lauy who had hitherto sat 
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mute, " yon measure your ideas of 
excellence in this way, according to 
different standards. It may be, this 
young gentleman," politely bowing 
to him, '' admires what is descriptive 
of the localities with which he is ac
quainted, and, no doubt, enamoured; 
while you, sir, may consider man, 
best described, as clogged with no 
nationality, but with the world for 
his arena, moving, speaking, and 
acting in a manner that all man
kind can understand, entertaining 
all equally, and equaIJy benefiting 
all." 

"I am obliged to you, Madam, for 
the manner in which you have ex
pressed part of my sentiments on 
this matter; I must also add, how
eYcr, that I am sufficiently old-
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fa~hioned to admire whatever has a. 
tendency to utility, even in a work 
of fiction. Consequently, according 
to my standard, Madam, the works 
of Fielding,* with some exceptions, it 
is true, appear to me the first." 

"I really wonder at that," exclaim
ed the young Scotchman, "as I never 
ye t, with the exception of yourself, 
heard Fielding's novels praised as 
beyond those of second or third rate. 
Perhaps you will have the goodness 
to say in what way their perusal can 
advance the interests, in the way 
of utility, of any one who reads 
them?" 

• We would wish it to be unders tood tliat the wri

ti ngs of this a uthor are not recommend ed to yo1111 g 

pc rso11 ~. Thcy arc to h e r e-ad with profit only by 
those a dvan ced in life and cxpc1 ienc<' , 
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"In the fir3t place, young gentle ~ Hon 

man," replied the other, "l an1 llit1 
pleased with Fielding, as he is the ,, ~ 

only novelist we have who writes the on t 

English language, in that purity, blim 

which a man of taste can read. In Hono 

this respect, he must be considered ~lcl 
as a standard; but waiving that, and 
assuming the utility of his lessons 
as his principal recommendation, I 
would go on further to prove my lllore 

point than the importance of exhi- ncr fr 

biting such a specimen of intrigue arn·a~ 
and low villany as Mrs. Honor;- a,lt1 

one remarkable instance of whose tl:e~ 
conduct, and which I am sure will l1erf~ 
be sufficient, I shall adduce to prove as sl.e 

my point. co.'lfJE 

"When the good-hearted, unsus- ~•t clu 

pecting Sophia revealed to her dear ~ 1-c~ 
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llonor, her project of escaping fron1 
the tJranny of her father, of her going 
to town, and there throwing herself 
on the protection of Lady Bellaston 
till matters could be arranged, Mrs. 
Honor, like a sound political knave, 
to I ull any suspicions of her sincerity 
on the part of the other, gave her 
immediate consent, and vowed that 
neither life nor death, nor any thing 
more dreadful, would ever separate 
her from her dear mistress. The 
amiable Sophia sucked in all these 
a severations as in earnest; and, from 
tlic manner of her Abigail, considered 
her enterprise as finished; conscious 
as slJC assured herself of the staunch 
co-operation of Honor. Mark now 
the duplicity of human nature, and 
particul · rly of this . ordid and in-

F 
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terested set of creatures. On the 

moment she left Sophia's presence, 

8he held a parley with her own mind 

in what way, in this affair, she could 

most materially advance her own 

interests. Instead of attaching her

self any longer to Sophia, a thou~ht 

struck her that she could secure a 

Yery considerable present, besides a 

deal of favour, were she to re\'eal the 

whole of her young mi tress' in

tentions to the squire, her father. 

Sophia's generous disposition was 

not unconsidered next, by this dex

trous woman; the time, however, 

when she could do any thing ef

fectual, was at too great a di ~tance 

to merit much consideration in a 

matter of such intere. L. To the 

father then ·he would haYe went and ,· 
,, o! 
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sold her dear mistress, and realized 
something immecliate, had not the 
idea of a journey to London, and its 
consequent enjoyments, and the ex
cellent opportunity she had of getting 
respectably introduced, as the com
panion of Miss Sophia, overcome 
even her avarice, and struck the 
balance in her mistress favour. This 
is, however, but one of the many 
lessons of practical utility with which 
the writings of this author abounds." 

The coach here stopped at Brent
ford, when the old lady and the young 
Scotch gentleman left; leaving along 
with Miss Somers, the old moralist, 
and two other ladies, who rod-e with 
her the rest of the way. 

" I sincerely trust, madam," said 
the old gentleman to the young lady 

F2 
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who had the volumes in her lap, and 
after they were again on the way, '' that 
nothing has dropped from me in the 
course of those few remarks, which 
I have been making in reply to the 
gentleman who has since left us, that 
will, in any way, diminish the de
light you will receive in the perusal 
of these volumes. I assure you I 
should be sorry if it did. These 
Scotch are so very national, in 
regard to every thing that is thci rs, 
that there is no getting rid of 
their extravagance, but by telling 
them the plain truth. Sir \Va]ter 
Scott has, nevertheless, undoubted 
merit; and, in the collection of ma
tl'rials for these fictitious histories, 
he has shewn a research, wliich is 
truly astonishing. There is, i hear, 
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hardly a library in these kingdoms 
famed for any thing curious that has 
not been ransacked by either himself 
or his emissaries, with this view. 
That of the cathedral of Peterbo
rough, was, some five or six years 
since, visited by an Edinburgh book
seller, at his request. You have, I 
1nake no doubt, Madam, read his 
earlier pieces, those of 'Waverly,' 
'Guy LV1annering,' the 'Antiquary/ 
and some few others posterior to 
these." To which the lady assenting, 
" You certainly have then, Madam, 
had a treat; but, entertaining as we 

in the South reckon these composi
tions, I am told that they are doubly 
so to a native who can enter into 
their peculiarities. Several of the 
character: in lhc early productions , 

F3 
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besides, are well known to be por

traits of singular men, either recently 

alive, or at least so in the author's 

recollection. Of this kind, that of 
'Dominie Sampson' is a remarkable 

instance. And if, ladies, you will 

give me leave, I shall give you an 

anecdote of the real personage, which 

will shew the resemblance to be very 
striking between him and the ideal 

subject." 
The ladies having assented, the 

old gentleman went on, that he "had 

it from a particular friend of his, who 
had lately travelled in Scotland, that 
the real Dominie Sampson was still 

alive, that he had seen him, and that 
the resemblance between the gentle

men was truly prodigious. 
"The model of this extraordinary 
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Leing·, happened to be the school

master of a place called ---, and 

was in person, according to my 
friend's account, a tall, raw-boned, 

lantern-jawed personage, with a 

stutter in his speech, speaking of the 

most trivial subjects alwa)'s in su
perlatives and exclamations, and 

endued with an attachment to what 

was local so enthusiastic, and a know

ledge of ~what was merely confined 

to his own little village, that his re

marks on any other subject were 
extravagant and ridiculous in the 

extreme. 0 n one occasion, the 

Dominie happened to get nigh poi
soned, and, in a way, curious enough. 
Strolling on a holiday, beyond the 

limits of his village, to the distance 

of perhaps ten or a dozen of miles, a 
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distance to which his former peram
bulati°ons had never extended, he 
found himself in a sequestered part 
of the country, wonderfully athirst. 
A public house presenting itself, in 
pops the Dominie, sweltering like a 

bull, and bellowing for something to 
drink, with a voice truly. deafening. 
The old lady seeing her guest in 
such tribulation, brought him a bot
tle of porter, which she said she could 
recommend. The Dominie, in the 
true Guy Mannering style, having 
given three yawns, at each of which 
he had shewn his long horse tusks 
to their full length, exclaimed, 'Give 
it me, woman/ No sooner said than 
done; the porter was decanted aud 

gulped dowu in a moment. ' And 
where did you get thi porter ?' wa:--
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his uext question.-' I got what it was 
made of from Glasgow, sir,' said the 
old lady very civilly, 'and the very 
best of materials I can assn re you it 
was.'-' And what was it made of, 
woman'?' asked the other, screwing 
·np his face as if tasting something 
very nasty ; 'I vow,' he exclaim
ed, 'I believe that I am poisoned.'
' Poisoned you are not,' reµlied the 
other, 'nor in any way hurt ;--to tell 
JOU all the truth about it, I got last 
-~Ione.lay week from the brewer a 
barrel of as goocl ale as ever was 
drank by you or any one else. Well, 
this ale, which stood in the stable, 
.happening to burst the cask, and 
run out about the place, I called 
in a ll l' ighbour to see what could 
be done; when I was told, that 
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if I would bottle it up, it would have 
a fine dark colour, and would make 
excellent porter. So there is the 

whole truth, and very excellent porter 
it is, as every one who has tasted it 
has confessed.' " 

By this time, the coach had reached 

\vhere Miss Somers was to alight ; 
and the coachman, having left his box, 
handed her out, after she had taken 
Jeave of her fell ow passengers and 
of this facetious old gentleman. Mrs. 

Somers was in attendance, though 
otherwise extremely unwell, on the 
return of her beloved daug·hter; and 
who presented the coachman, for his 
great civility, with a handsome pe
cuniary consideration . 

When dinner was over and Betty 
had taken away, "My dear Margaret," 

said 
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said NJ rs . Somers, " I must now give 

you an account of what has happened 

to me during your absence, since you 

have been so good as to give me 

your history of to-day's proceedings, 

and which I am sorry, seem to have 

had so much impression on your 

,nin<l; although I was pretty certain, 

as I have heard your dear father 

often observe, that nothing very valu

able was to be got by advertisement. 

Y ct let it not in the least affect 

you,-we have, as yet, the means of 
living for a few weeks more, during 

"vhich time, with a little exertion on 

our part, I am sure something may 

be done for our mutual advantage." 

Miss Somers was all attention, 

when her mother began as fo1lows: 

- " Yon must know, my dear. that, 
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feeling myself extremely uncomfort ... 

able from being· deprived of )'Our 

society, so used have I al ways been 

to it, and having· a return of my pain 
in my left side, I laid myself down, 

and gave orders to Bet.ty not to dis
turb me till three o'clock, when [ 

should be in time for the coach. I 
had hardly been, as I calculate, two 

hours in bed, when Betty roused me 

to inform me, that l\1r. Briggs, our 

neig·hbour, wished very 111uch to 

speak with me. 

· "I felt alarmed, you must suppose, 

as I always do, on the sight of that 

man who so cruelly imposed on your 
poor father; and cxpcctc,l nothing 

from his visit, b11t a repetition of that 

barbarou claim, to which I am con

fi<lent, that by the laws neither of 
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God nor man he is entitled, and ga,"e 
Betty orders to shew him into the 
parlour, where 1 should wait on him 
immediately. 

"In I came, and was, I can assure 
you, glad to see Mr. Briggs' look so 
changed from that lowering, forbid
ding· scow), which he used formerly 
to exhibit, vvhen he called on your 
father; and also with the agreeable 
change in his manner, which was, 
instead of ' I can ,Yant my money 
no longer,' "1,,vill you be so good as 
to inform me, ~lrs. Somers, in what 
way I can serve you." 

" I am delighted to hear you say 
so," said Miss Somers, " as there 
was no man whose presence I ever 
dreaded half ·o much as that savage's. 
But I am uro he could not be in 

G 
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earnest when he said, 'he meant to 
~erve you.' I am a1l impatience to 
~ear how he proceeded." 

"You shall be satisfied and pre
sently, my dear," replied her mother, 
"you must, however, give me your 
promise, that you will hear with 
firmness what I say, before I tell you 
in what manner Mr. Briggs meant 
to fulfil his friendly offer of service." 

On Miss Somers assenting to her 
mother's request, she began, "Yon 
must know, my dear child, that this 
Mr. Briggs, three years since, on the 
death of his second wife, made pro
posals to your father and myself 
relative to marrying you;" here Miss 
Somers became pale, but entreated 
her mother to go on. "Be firm, my 
dear;· continued the other," and you 
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shall hear it all. Your father, who 
never liked the man much, did not, 
however, treat him disrespectfully on 
the occasion, but at once objected on 
the ground of your age, for you then 
were not more than sixteen. From 
that time, till yesterday, he has never 
renewed the subject." Here, again, 
l\iiss Somers became so agitated as 
to be under the necessity of taking a 
glass of water; she, however, re
quested her mother to go on. " [ 
regret, my dear, though I expected 
as much, the effect that this com
munication has had on you, but I 
think it as well to have it over; as 
I gave my promise to mention the 
n1atter to you on your return-a pro .. 
mise which lVIr. Briggs, on his 
bended knees, extorted from me. 

G2 
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He said that, full of regard for our 
family and of affection for you, 
whose appearance after having seen 
you he could never efface from his 
mind, and having the means of 
making you comfortable, as far as 
unembarrassed circumstances and a 
clear income of three hundred a year 
,,vent,-he begged to be permitted 
to renew his proposal to you, adding 
that, on my part, the same objection 
which was made on a former occa-
8ion, could not now hold. Ile then 
asked me for my friendly services 
and co-operation in the busine s, and 
hoped he should be seconded by my 
good wishes. I told him, that on every 
occasion but such a one as the pre
sent, in which he expected me to use 
my endeavours in influencing my 
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daughter on a subject of so much 
moment as marriage, he might com
mand them to any extent; on the 
present matter, however, he must 
rest satisfied with my promise, not to 
influence my daughter in thwarting 
his views; and should, as early as 
possiule, inform you of his intended 
kindness, and leave the matter en:.. 
tirely to your own judgment and 
inclination. He confessed himself 
grateful for this promise, and said 
he would, with my permission, re
peat his visit to-morro\,v forenoon to 
ascertain the opinion you formed of 
his suit. Thus, my dear, have I 
delivered to you what passed in your 
absence, which I know has given 
you pain ; but which, in pursuance of 
my promise, and in conformity vvith 

G3 
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n1y duty as a parent~ I felt bound to 
acquaint )·on with.·, 

Perceiving that the effect of this 

disclosure was severer than she ex

pected, she assisted her to the sofa, 
and tried to dissipate lier agi tatiou 
by introducing the exhilaration of 

tea. Tea was then ordered, over 

which the ladies returned to the 

further consideration of this sul~ject. 
On the subject of marriage, Miss 

~omcrs, in consequence of her se

clu<led habits, had never bestowed 

any consideration. 'rhough capable 

of the most devoted attachment, yet, 
towards any one object, as she had 

not been in the habit of mixing iu 

society where such opportunities 

occur, she had not confine<l that de· 

voLion. 1-ler time, too, ever ~iuce her 
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ability to read and write, had been 

so entirely occupied in reading and 

writing for her father, who was, in 
consequence of extreme nervousness, 

unable to do either for himself, to al
low her to exercise her imagination in 
those excursive flights on rnatriinony 

and happiness, in which, other young 

minds, from their abundance of time 

and opportunity, frequently indulge. 

To any notion of alliance with l\1r. 

Briggs she had a decided aversion, 
as well on account of his cruelty to 

her father, as on account of the ap
pearance, manners, and character of 
the man. I-le was not only uupo
]ishe<l to a degree, but was, what 

might be called, brutal. Ile was 

fifty-fixe years of age, and ha<l been 

twice married,-but what, above all 
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these considerations operated the 
most to his dislike in the mind of Miss 
Somers, who was a pattern of filial 
affection, was his allowing the mother 
of his last wife to beg in the \1illag·e, 
and at last to die in the workhouse. 
If ever love entered the young and 
innocent mind of Margaret Somers, 
it was, when --- used to meet 
her at church, a youth about her o,vn 
age, the son of a respectable man in 
the neighbourhood; and who, on 
seeing her as he crossed to the op
posite pew, never failed to blush, 
nor she to return it. But this early 
impression was soon djssipated, as 
the object which gave rise to it was 
hurried away, at an early age, to 
seek his fortune in a foreign clime. 

With the particulars of the con-
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versation of the ladies at tliei r tea
table we shall not at present trouble 
our readers, otherwise than by in
forming them, that Miss Somers 
determined on seeing Mr. Brigg·s in 
the morning-when he promised to 
call, and to have her mind made up 
by that time on the subject of his 
visit. 

On this nig·ht, tho most eventful 
of her life, l\1iss Somers retired to 
rest at her usual hour, and sleep, the 
halm of fatigue an<l the anodyne of 
pain, contrary to her expectation, 
ab!Slracled lier for a while, ·tis true, 
from real, but to consign her to dis
tractions of a more dire description 
than eYer aillictcd her young mind. 

To relate the ,:;uccession of scenes 
that occurre<l to her frtllC)' on this 
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night would be endless, and would 

afflict our readers more than they 

deserve Nor \Vere her visions un

chequered by glimpses of ideal sun

shine. On one occasion all was gay, 

innocent, and happy : on another, 

the gloom of apprehension, of an

guish, of horror, thickened around 

her. A recurrence of the scenes of 

infancy, so dear to us a1I, dazzled her 

for a moment; and, during one of 

these bright intervals, a succession of 

every thing that could transport was 

conjured up in representation to her 

fancy. .A .. meadow, of exquisite ver

dure; a golden sky; the sunshine of 

infancy doubly inspiring·; her parents' 

caresses; the society of her playmates, 

and among the rest that of --

whose blush on the occa::.-ion was not 
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forgotten, were all brought forwarrl. 
But the air soon became black, the 
storm burst in a clap of thunder, and 
to her agonized view the figure of 
Briggs appeared, like the Demon of 
the Storm, dragging by the grey 
hairs, through its pitiless vengeance, 
her aged mother. Sickened at this 
sight, Margaret screamed aloud.
The scream occasioned by a scene 
of horror so appalling, awakened her 
mother, who lay in an adjoining 
apartment, and who hastened to the 
assistance of her terrified daughter. 
On hearing it was but a dream, 
t~ough Margaret did not relate its 
particulars, Mrs. Somers was re
joiced ; but, dreading its recurrence, 
she insisted that, for the remainder 
of that night, her daughter should 
take a share of her bed. 
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Morning came, and, earlier than 
he prorni~ed, Mr. Briggs was in at
tendance. No extra desire was ap
parent in Miss Somers to appear 
more amiable than usual in the eyes 

of this man; nor did she endeavour, 
by a contrary behaviour, to lessen 

that interest her appearance was 
sure of producing. Tho troubles 
of the night had had their effect in 
effacing· the tint from a complexion 
that vied with the vermilion ; and an 
air of sadness was evidently depicted 
in that visage, the seat, otherwise, 
of inward harmony and cheerfulness. 

"I haYe brought," said Mr. 
Briggs, making at the same time 
one of his best bows, "for the ami
able Miss Somers, a letter from a 

gentleman , to whom, I presume, you 
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are no stranger. 1t is from the clcr-

1.gyman of our parish~ and who7 along 
"vith it, desired me to deliver his 
most respectful compliments to your
self and mamma." 

"Mr. Ebers is very good," replied 
Miss Somers, " to think of us in the 
manner he does; pray, Mr. Briggs, 
when did JOll see Mr. Ebcrs 1" 

"Last night, madam," ·was his 
reply. "I hope he was well ,vhen 
you left him.~, " Very well, indeed,'' 

replied the other. 
" I hope ·you ,vill excuse n1e while 

I read this note." So saying, she 
broke the seal ; and her mother with
drew. 

n 
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Rectory House, April-, 182-. 

"My dear young· latiy, 

"At Mr. Briggs's request I have 
taken the liberty of addressing to 
you a few lines, and on a subject the 
most important, with the exception 
of our holy religion, of which, in
deed, it forms a part, that can en
gage the attention of any one-and 
that is the marriage state. 

"Mr. Briggs, it seem~, has been 
so fortunate as to have obtained your 
mother's sanction to wait on you, to 
explain his wishes to you on this 
matter; and, apprehensive, as he ima
gines himself, of his inability to ?pen 
the matter to you as he ought, has 
requested my mediation: and, as I 
have ever considered it my duty 
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as a Christian minister, to promote 

among all classes of my parishioners 

the utmost happiness and good-will, 

to see them all united in the bond of 

concord, and not to deny it, proYided 

there is a prospect of increase of hap

piness, in the bonds of matrimony, 

I could not single out the amiable 

Miss Somers as an exception to this 

my general vvish, and who has so 

many advantages, both natural and 

acquired, to adorn the marriage life. 

"Believe me, my dear young lady, 

ever since the late melancholy event, 

wl1ich deprived you of the protection 

of a father, my interest has been ex

cited, in common with that of Mrs. 

Ebers, for you and your amiable 

mamma. Often has my wife, in 

talking· on this subject, expressed a 

ll 2 
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wish, tJ1at it had pleased Providence 
to .have blessed us with Jl son, that 
we might then have had the chance 
of possessing as our own, the union 
of so much beauty and sweetness of 
temper. But so much happiness is 
denied us; and it falls only to my 
Jot, I regret to sas, to wish, that such 
a treasure, as I know you to be, is 
suitably settled in life, according to 
Jour merits. 

"VVith regard to the present case, 
however, let me be understood, as 
saying not a word of advice or re
commendation; there is nothing fur
ther from rn.v thoughts, than, in the 
remotest degcce, to inHuence in her 
d1oicc1 in a matter of so much mo
ment, and with every _apparent ad
n1ntagc, even the meanest of my 
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parishioners ; how much less in the 
present case, where so much worth 
is at stake. 

"Mr. Briggs, I know, to be a 
sensible and steady man ; he has also 
the means of making you comfort• 
able, as far as a · genteel indepen
dence goes; and he professes to me 
his intention, to use every exertion, 
and to seize every opportunity, to 
contribute to that happiness which 
he knows is your desert. 

"Having said this much, J n1ust 
take my leave of you; of one thing, 
however, I am certain, that you will 
receive him with that courtesy pe
culiar to your family, and which is 
ever the attendant of virtuous minds. 

'·' Mrs. Ebers begs to be remem
bered to Mrs. Somers, and will take 

p3 
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an early opportunity of paying her re ... 
spccts, and of making her enquiries, 
in person. In the meantime, be]icve 
me to be, my dear l\1iss Somers, 
~-our n10sL attached fricucl, 

.J. EnERS." 
Favoured by E. Briggs, Esq. 

l\liss Somers, in perusing Ll1is Jet
ter, certainly written with the best 
view and intention, took an oppor-
tunity, twice or thrice, of repeating 
her sincere obligations to l\tlr. Ebers 
for his anxiety a~er her welfare, and 
of professing herself determined to 
maintain, L>y eYcry action of her life, 
that good opinion she was proud to 
see entertained of her. 

"No mau," said 1'\ilr. Briggs, "js 
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more able to form an opinion of the 

female character, and none more 

ready to express it when he sees it 

is deserved, than my friend Mr. 
Ebcrs; and the amiable l\Iiss Somers 

may consider herself fortunate in 

having had the opportunity of com

iug in contact with so excellent a 

judge.~' 

l\1iss ~omers said not a word in 

reply, but bowed to Nlr. Briggs, n.nd 

at the same time eutrcatecl him to 

take some refreshment. 'ro this Mr. 

Briggs assented, conceiving that he 

might have an additional oppor

tunity of urging his plea, and of 

coming on terms of greater fami

liarity, than he could otherwise do, 

over a dry tele-a-lete intcrYiew. 

" Am I then, ~liss Somers," said 
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Mr. Briggs, after taking a few 
glasses of wine to raise his spirits, 
" to be that happy man, whom my 
friend, Mr. Ebe rs, conceives me en
titled to be. Am l then," taking 
Miss Somers by the hand, " to be 
permitted to call my own, for ever, 
all that I now estimate as dear on 
earth. As..,ure me that you look on 
me, and on my humble pretensions, 
with a favourable eye, and 1 shall 
consider myself the happiest of 

" men. 

To such rodomontade, from a 
man of whose heart she had a bad 
opinion, and whose sincerity, con
sequently, was questionable, and, in 
short, who was an object of dislike 
to Miss Somers in every way, she 
returned no other answer than by 
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replying\ "that, previous to her 
takiug any step in this affair, by 

"rhich either his hopes might be 
encouraged or otherwise, she con

sidered herself under the necessity, 

as a matter of courtesy, to return an 

answer to the letter which lVlr. Ebers 

had been so kind as to send her. 

'T1
0 that gentleman, tlien, she begged 

to refer him, before she would enter 
upon any further preliminary." 

The discourse, in consequence of 
this declaration, becoming general, 

she requested her mother to join 

thcin till 1\1 r. Driggs, which he did 
very soon, took his leave. 

That 1\1 r. Bri o· ,1'S mi o-ht not 10110· o:- ~ 0 

~uffer tbc inquietude of suspense, 

atHl, as ::she had made up her mind 
already on lhc matter, slic thought 
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it as well to return, as soon as pos
sible, the promised answer to Mr. 
Ebers' note; and, having her mother's 
concurrence as to the propriety of 
expedition, she set about its comple
tion as soon as possible. The fol
lowing is a copy of the letter she 
produced on the occasion; and which, 
as our readers will by and bye per
ceive, was the introduction to her 
success and independence. 

Ivy Cottage, April-, 182-. 

'' Dear and Reverend Sfr, 

" I cannot express to you the gra
titude with which your kind and 
induJgeIJt letter of this morning in
spired me. I value its contents 
doubly, as it is from a gentleman 
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·whose attentions to nTv late dear 
•' 

father were unremitted, whose soli-
citude for the interest of our family 
has been unwearied, from whose 
advice in private I have derived 
much to assist me in- the regulation 
of my conduct, and from whose lips 
I have heard those lessons of patience 
and texts of consolation, which have 
been my stay and support under my 

afflictions. 
" For that part of your letter in 

which you are pleased to think so 
highly of me, as to deem me worthy 
of an alliance with your family, I, 
really, more than thank you. I have 
knelt down and kissed the passage, 
and will, when I have the opportu
nity, kiss the hand that wrote it. It 
is particularly kind of you to think 

6 



of us, in onr low ancl dejected state. 
~Ve are now, in the eye of the world, 
as it hath pleased God, hardly worth 
a thought; to us, then, in such cir
cumstances, such attention is pecu
Jiarly consoling. 

"It giYes me, reYerend sir, hearLfelt 
pleasure to observe, in your note, no 
direct recommendation of l\1r. Briggs 
or his suit. The gentleman nm_v 
have those qualities which you are 
pleased to allow bim, and I make no 
doubt but he has; but, in my mind, I 
cannot re~pect him, and, from my 
heart, I cannot love him. 

'' I am a \Vare that, on the prcsellt 
occasion, prndence might sugge. t a 
oTeat deal mio·ht uro·e tlic nece; sil\i" 
b ' o o .J 

of cscapi11g from want, anu em-
bracing competence, and 11,igl1t die-
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tatc the propriety of nndcn'aluing the 
consideration of my own feelings, in 
order to secure to a beloYed and 
afflicted mother, the certainty of a 
home and its comforts. On these, 
and such grounds, by many minds I 
know I would be chargeable; but, 

u 

by that Christian, to whom 1 haYo 

now the comfort of addressing my
self, I know that, after l have ex
plained the cause of my rejection of 
his audresses, I trust I shall be 
exculpated. 

"Jf a refuo·e from destitution be 
0 

the principal ground on ·which some 
would advise me to close 1,,vith this 
gentleman's proposals, I haYe to ob
serve, that des ti tutc 1 hope ne-vcr 
to be as long as health, strength, 
and my present desire to maI~c my-

I 
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self useful, is granted me; and, as to 
my dear mother's being served by 

this step, I have her sanction to say, 
that, without my society, she can 
p.ave no comfort ; a nd that, as our 
wants are few, she professes herself 
to be perfectly wiJling to accommo
date her desires to such means as I 
can procure for her by my exertions. 

" Believe me, sir, for this amiable 
parent alone, I am content to Jive. 
Her comfort is all my desire, and it 
shall be the object of my life; but to 
secure which, were I ever to deceive 
this man, by professing to do what I 
never can, and which is abhorrent to 
my nature, and to those principles 
which you teach, what were I to ex
pect in behalf of my dear mother? 
or what kindness towards her could 

IC 
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I reckon at the hands of a man, 
wlwse late wife ·s mother, as is well 
known to you, was allowed to linger 
in misery, a wretched inmate of 
onr workhouse ! 

"As to what I shall do to secure 
the object dearest to my heart, I 
know not,-on God's goodness, how
ever, which is all-sufficient, I am, 
along with my own endeavours, de
termined to reJy,-with humble con
fidence on that providing· mercy 
which extends throughout his crea
tion ; and which, surely, will not 
suffer two of his humble, penitent, 
and harmless creatures, to experience 
a fate more severe, in its kind, than 
what is the portion of the fowls of the 
air, or beasts of the field. 

"I hope you will offer an additional 
I i 
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prayer for us, dear an<l re,·erend sir, 

in onr present trying circumstances; 

and which, as it will be that of a 

righteous man, must have great effect 

in directing the attention of A.lmighty 

benevolence towards the humble en

deavours of, 

Dear and reverend Sir, 
Your grateful and obliged 

1\1. SoM Ens. 

"P.S. l\1y mother desires me to 

add her respects and lcH'C to yon and 

l\1rs. Ebers ; and shall be most happy 

to sec you, or her, whenever ) 'OU may 

find it convenient to call.'' 

Scarcely hacl I\1r. Ebcrs finished 

the reading of this letter, when the 

arri\'al of a carriage at tlie gate 

aJTcstcd his allcnliou. It was the 

ca 
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carriage of the princess, to whose 
chaplaincy he had the honour to 
be lately appointed. This exalted 
lady, not less remarkable for her rank 
than condescension, had been in the 
habit of visiting the family of his 
predecessor in office, in the most fami
liar and friendly manner, and had 
commenced these friendly calls on 
l\tlr. Ebers, of which this was the 
first. As may be expected, the family 
was taken by surprise,-no prepara
tions had been made to receive the 
royal guest, as her arrival was unex
pected. It wa~ her custom, however, 
on these occasions, to divest herself 
of all form, and to take an amiable 
family by surprise, convinced, as she 
expressed herself to be, that they then 
appeared to most advantage. 

I 3 



102 

"And how does M·r. Ebers do this 
. 'l" I fi . n1or11rng. was 1er irst enqmry; 

"and ho"v is f,lrs. Ebers and family?'' 

was the next; being satisfied as to 
L..i 

these parLiculars,-" anu is there any 

thing that [ can do for the g:ood 1\1r. 

Ebe1·s this morning?'' was tho third. 

Tho worthy gentleman bowed, in 

acknowledgment to lier kindness and 

condescension, and took this oppor

tunity of presenting to the princess 

the letter which he had j u::-;t recei vccl 

from ~1iss Somers. The princess, on 

reading it, was observed to shed 

tears; and, baYing requested )fr. 

Ebers' company to attend lier to the 

rcsi den cc of the soung- lady, she 

d ro\'e to,Yards 1 "" Lad ,re after ha v-
·' 0 ' 

i ng· promised lo repeat lier Yi sit to tlie 

Rc(;tory iu a very fow dass. 
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With the appearance of l\1iss 

Somers this exalteJ and amiable lady 
was quite clelighted,-her artless

ness, her good sense, uncontami

nated by any affectation ; and, above 

all, her devotion to her infirm mother, 

so wrought on the princess's affec

tions, that, in the short space of half 

an hour, she became as interested in 

the concerns of the Somers' family, as 

if she had known them for six 

months. Understanding their cir-
cumstances, and having a wish to do 

this amiable family an act of immedi
ate kindness, she fixed her eyes on a 

piece of embroidery which l\1iss 

Somers had j w,t fini shed, and to 

which she had taken u fancy. 
"I wish I\liss Somers would make 

me a pre!_,;cnt of thi s beautif'ul piece 
of embroidery. 1 dee Luc I ha vc not 
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seen any thing this long time which 
has delig·hted me half so much." 

Miss Somers declared, "that the 
trifle her Royal Highness was pleased 
to notice was hardly worth accept
ance. But that it was at her Royal 
flighness's service, since it had 
been so fortunate as to merit such 
high commendation." 

"J shall accept of it," replied the 
princess, "provided l\1iss Somers 
promises to accept a present from 
me, and not to examine its contents 
till I am out of sight." 

To this, the artless Miss Somers, 
not anticipating what its contents 
might be, readily promised ; and the 
princess, having shaken her and 
~lrs. Somers by the hand, hurried to 
her caniage, carrying with her the 
little piece of embroidered work . 
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After haviug recovered from the 
astonishment attendant on a visit so 
unlooked for, she opened the little 
note-case which haJ been slipped 
into her hand, and three notes of ten 
pounds each were the sum of its 
contents. 

Nor did the kindness of this amia
ble and exalted lady rest here; for, on 

conversing with her royal brother, 
and shewing him the letter above 
mentioned, which she had carried 
with her, it was agreed on, that the 
widow Somers, and her affectionate 
daughter, should occupy a lodge 
attached to the royal residence, with 
an annuity of one hundred pounds. 

The intelligence of this benevolent 
act on the part of his l\lajesty, and of 
good fortune ou their part, the prin
cess undertook to uc the bearer to the 
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Somers' family herself, and ordered 

her own carriage to be in readiness to 

convey them thither, as soon as the 

Lodge vvas ready for tlieir reception. 

Having provided for our heroine 

according to her desert, the atten

tion of the reader is now respect

fully directed to the young gentle

man, Mr. Sackville, whom we have 

left at the inn, indulging in con

templative reverie on the scenes of 

the day, and the adventure of the 

evening, which, by the way, had 

weJl nigh obliterate<l them all. And 
the result of his thoughts were these, 

that, in the morning, his first visit 

after breakfast should be to the Park, 

where he would afresh prosecute his 

enquiries relative to the interesting-
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female ,vho had made such an im
pression on his mind. · 

On the return of the morning, and 
in the course of his enquiry, the 
reader may guess his astonishment 
and delight to have found, in the 
person of this female, the object, 
which, at a tender age, had attracted 
his admiration and inspired him with 
attachment. 

The day to him was the happiest 
of his life; as, from the period he left 
this country, which was eight )'ears 
since, till the present moment, his 
affections had never ceased to hover 
round the graces and innocence of 
the fair tenant of Ivy cottage. 

A disclosure of his name and cir
cumstances were next made, by the 
gentleman himself, to Nl rs. Somers, 
and also to i\;liss Somers, who art-



108 

lessly accused herself of great want 

of recollection, when she could forget 

a face that "vas, at one tin1e, so well 

known to her; and a solicitation ""as 

at the same time made for that hand 

which, he said, it had been long his 

wish to have the good fortune of pos-
. 

sessmg. 
The rest is obvious, and needs no 

detail. ,ve must not omit, l10vYever, 

that l\Jrs. Somers and her daughter 

knelt down spontaneously, and offered 

up their sincere acknowledgments 

to that kind Providence who had so 

brought light out of darkuess, and 

·who had converted so much sorrow 

into so much happiness. 

TH E E .'D. 

------ ---
J,,111 tlo11: Tl', IJ11rt ,,1, GB, l/ ,./lmn1 J/ 1((. 
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