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PREFACE .. 

--
THE foHowing vVork is intended to 

display the benefits of Devotion, 

which are illustrated in the lives 

of two very young persons, ,vhose 

pursuits ,vere, not the vanities of the 

·world, but the true and lasting plea­

sures of Religion and Time we11 . 
spent. 

There are fe,v, even of those \V ho 

do not study to live by its rules, 

that are not willing to acknowledge 

the efficacy of Religion, in the hour 

of death, or on a bed of sickness; 

though they are inclined to put off 

all thoughts of it till that awful 
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period. B 1 t in this short history 
will be seen, (and the truth of the 
illustration n1a.y be perceived by ge­
neral observation,) that if the duties 
of a Christian profession are not at­
tenqe<l to in our Ii vcs, its support 
and consolations in those trying 
scenes cannot be felt either by 
the dying, or by their surv1v1ng 
friends. 

This important truth has, no 
doubt, been often enforced on many 
of 1ny young readers, and in a way 
111ore large and comprehensive than 
in this sin1 p]e tale: yet, as after 
having observed a charn1ing vie,v 
of Nature reflected in a mirror, 
,vhere each object, though lessened 
to our sight, is distinctly seen, and 
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bears its due proportion to the 
,vhole, ,ve are still inclined to sur .. 
vey the scene jtself, and perhc:1ps 
·with 1nore accurate attention than 
before; it is hoped, that this feeble 
attempt to e.xemplify the satisfac­
tion arising frcnn a Religious Life, 
" ' ill not therefore be altogether use-­
less or unentertaining. 





THE. 

T,ilIN SISTERS. 

CHAPTER I. 

-
" Pancy &l\d Pride seek thi 11gs at Tac:;t exp~l!lce, " \l,.hich relish nor to reason, nor to semc." 

Yorxc. --
,vIIEN nearly five yrars old, .EllC'n and .. Auna Stanley, twin sisters, wrrc lrft to tlw care of an 
annt,-not from the drath of t]1eir parrnts, but 
owing to th<'ir rcmon1l from England to the 
East Indie-., being allured by ilic hope of ob­
taining some of thos<' riches which have too 
often dra,n1 the inhabitants of this island thi­
ther, aud made ih<'m abandon their children to 
the care of less affectionate guardians than these 
little girls found in ~In,. In·in. It might 1rnve 
hcon supposed that, having only these two chil­
dn'11, Mr. nml 3ir--. St::mley could not have ad­
mitted a thought of a fleparn.tion from tl1em, 
and that ,,hilst thry coulcl hayc promised them­
selves the afo,faction of leaying them a hand­
some fortune, they would have endeavoured, by 
attr.ncJ_ing· to their education, to have in tructe{t 

:a 
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2 THE TWIN SISTERS. 

them in the proper use of it: but such was not 
the conduct of these votaries of dissipation. 
They had lived among those wlwse riches seemed 
the only means of procuring happiness ; and 
whilst l\fr. Stanley daily saw his wealthy neigh- _ 
bonrs enjoying new amusements, he had not the 
wisdom to reflect, that none of their pursuits 
could afford them lasting pleasure; or why 
would they be so often changed for others ? He 
thought, that variety is the chief source of hap• 
pincss, which in a thinking mind will cause a 
doubt of its reality. Both l\fr. and Mrs. Stan• 
ley were fond of society, and lived much beyond 
their income in endeavouring to keep, whai is 
called, the best company. \Vhilst this was the 
case, it cannot be imagined that they could be­
hold with much pleasure those children whom 
they were confessedly injuring, in what they 
<lcemc<l the most essential rcquis~te of life,­
their fortune, and to obtain an increase of which 
they afterwards parted from them for so long a 
time. 

IT ,yas just before this separation that Mrs. 
Irvin, the sister of Mrs. Stanley, after having re­
fused many former invitations, came to town. She 
had lived for several years in the country, with 
an husband whom she much valued ~nd esteem­
ed, and whose death she had mourned the last 
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two years. Having no family of her own, and 
blcst with an ample income, she followed his 
example in considering the neighbouring poor 
as her peculiar charge; nor did she find so 
much gratification in any pleasure the world 
could offer her, as in contributing to their wel• 
fare. Such sentiments as these, frequently ex• 
pressed in her letters to her sister, excited her 
surprise, especially _after Mr. Irvin"s death, when 
she expected she would declare herself tired of 
the uniform life she had led with him, and im• 
patient to return to society. "Whilst he livcd,n 
she would say, "she did not so much wonder at) 
her sister's ·wish to avoid the ,vorld, as he was so 
strange and unaccountable a man, that he could 
make no figure in it ; but that for t \'·o yenfo 
after his death she should remain in solitude, 
was a circumstance that .slw could not account 
for." 

The truth was, nothing but the wish of seeing 
the chil<lrcn of her sister could have induced 
~Irs. Irvin once more to have visited London; 
but when she con idcrcd, that they were now . 
old enough to be instructed in mall) things, nnd 
yet founcl no mention made of them in any of 
their rnothcr's letters, and that the general an• 
swer to all lwr enquirit·~ was, that they were 
" verj w~ll," while every other part was filled 
with accounts of balls, routs, nnd dining partifs

1 
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1n which she was continually engageu, she 
thought it her duty to endeavour, by every 
means in lier power, to promote their educa• tion. 

On her nrrival in Portman-square, where l\Ir. 
and lirs. Stanley thrn resided, she was struck 
with the alteration she percei vcd in the latter, 
"\\Jiose dress and manners were in the extremity 
of the fashion; and, highly painted as she wns, 
~he could scarcely discover any traces of the 
sister she had twelve years before parted from 
with so much regret. At that time, Mrs. Stnn-­
lcy wa between eighteen aml nineteen, and lived 
with this her onJy si ter, who was several years 
older than herself, and had then been married 
some time 1o Mr. Irvin. vVhile under therr 
roof, she- received an invitation to town for the 
first time in her life, and, ne·w as all its plea­
sures ·were to her, she carncst1y entreated her 
sister's consent to accept of it. i1r. and j\,frs. 
Irvin were then her only guardians, as thei 
father had died soon after the marriage of his 
eldest <laughter. Unable to refuse her reqn c>st, 
they parted from her with visible rcluctancr, 
yet umrilling to express their disapprobation; 
·while she, though attached to l1er sister from 
chilc.lhood, could not now feel regret at leaving 
her, to taste of enjoyments she had long eagerly 
wj'ihed for, and to enter on a scene of life m 
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'"hich bhe had been taught 1o expect their daily 
incrcas-e. Full of pleasing- anticipations, she 

cmue to London, and by the mistaken kind­

ness of her friends, ,vas immrdiatr.ly plunged 

into all 'ils g:aiC'lics. AL onc-an<l-i\\cnty, she 

married l\Ir. Stanley, ,vith whom she continued 

the same round of dissipation, unconcerned at 

what her sister, whom she had formerly thought 

her best adviser, might think of her, and to 

whose remonstrances she paid but little atten­

tion. The embarrassment of thrir affairs wonlcl 

now ancl then cause a sigh of regret in :Mrs. 

Stanley, till the fear of reflection made her enter 

~till deeper into the pursuit:-; of fashionable life; 

so that when ~frs. Irvin again met her sister, she 

found her a complete fine lady, insensible to any 

affection which terminated not in se(f; negli• 

gent of her children; and, under the mask of 

happiness, concealing the uneasiness which, not• 

withstanding all her endeavours to avoid, would 

often arise in her mind, when conscience, whose 

Yoice will and must be heard by all, whispered 

to her that she was wrong. 

As Mrs. Irvin came in her o"n carriage, she 

was two days on the road, and reached the house 

of her sister before their usual dinner-hour. She 

was received by ~Irs. Stanley, without the emo• 

tions my readers would suppose so long an ub-

B 3 
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scnce would create; and the plain and simple 
dress lier sister wore, attracted her attention 
much more than the affectionate manner in which 
she addressed her. 

After answering the enquiries that ]\tlrs. Stan­
ley thought it civil to make, l\tlrs. Irvin ex­
pressed a wish to be introduced to the children. -" ,v ould you see them directly:>' saicl i\1rs. 
Stanley, with indifference. " I doubt whether 
tl1ey are dressed or not : " and ringing the bell, 
she ordered a servant to tell :Martin to bring the 
young ladies to her. This ·was a summons so 
new to them, that it was with difficulty they 
-could be persuaded to enter the room; w11ere, 
they were told, "a lady that was come to stay 
with their l\tlamma, wanted to see them." 

At length, two sweet little girls made their 
appearance at the parlour-door, attended by an 
elclerly servant, on whom they seemed to de­
pend for direction and support. The counte­
nance and the dress of each were nearly alike; 
and Mrs. Jryin looked at t11em with pleasure, 
t hough she conld ill conceal lier feelings of re­
gret, when she perceived that they seemed 
equally fearful of approaching their mother, and 
herself, to whom they were quite unknown. 

" It is, as I have told you in rn y letters," 
said lVIrs. Stanley, with an air of unconccrnJ 
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" that nobo<ly but their maids are allowe<l to 

come near them: l\1arlin, do you lead them to 

their aunt." 
Martin obrJ cd her order; and Mrs. Irvin 

rose to mcrt the little strangers.-" iiy <lcars," 

said slw, "I am your aunt; won't yon let me 

kiss you?" And slH' took a hand of each. 

" They are sweet childrrn," said she to her 

sister; "vVhich is Ellen? nnd which is Anna, 

my namesake?" 
'' Upon my word," said ~!rs. Stanley, "you 

almost puzzle me." 
" I am Ellen," said the little blushing girl, 

,vho still retained her hand in that of her aunt, 

while her sister had withdrawn hers, and was 

endeavouring to hide her face in Martin's gow-n; 

" I am Ellen Stanley," added she, as she re­

ceived an affectionate kiss from her delighted 

aunt. 
" This then is Anna," said she, drawing the 

other child towards her; "come, ~y little 

namesake, you must let me kiss you likewise:" 

and she took the trembling child on her lap. 

Ellen approached also, and while she held the 

hand of her sister, they both appeared to receive 

pleasure from the caresses of their new friend. 

" You are highly honoured," said Mrs. 

Stanley, not a little chagrined at the preference 

the children had given. '' I dare say I could 

B4 
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not get eitJ1er of them to sit on my knee :-will you come to me, Ell"'n ?'' added she, stretching out her hand.-Thc littIP girl looked at 1\1artin wiih surpri~c ; and reading in her looks what she ougli+ .. o do, she ·walked towards her mother witl1 a r 11 xtnre of fear and difiidencc, that made lier still 1.1orc interesting. 1\Irs. Stanley received lier cor1placcnil_y, and kissed J1er chrck with an appcarnnce of more affection than she had ever shewn before. Ellen was delighted with this 111e::xpccted mark of favour from her mother,. and looked towards 11cr sister, as if she wished it could be bestow'..:!d on her also. For this pur-­pose, ~frs. Irvin put her off lier lap; and no sooner di<l she find herself at liberty, than she returned to i\fartin_, who, taking lier Iiand, seemed to direct J1er to approach her mother, tLat she might alw receive the long-withheld token of lier regard. 
" V/hat ! must I kiss you also?" said 1\lrs. Stanley, not dj~pleased at l1er coming to" anls lier: "come along then; l\.'l1y, child, do yo1.1 look so frightened?'' observing tlJC tears in lier eyes; "do you think that 1 shall eat you?" Anna had no sooner received the kiss so strangely offered, than she again returned to Martin lookino- towards the· door, as if ,rishi11g 

. ' b 
for their dismi sal. 

" 1T ou nay take them ffln1y, l\Iartin," said 
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their mother; " I can see they are impatient to 
be gone; they are never happy out of their 
nursery; I never saw such shy children in my 
life." 

" Goocl-b'ye, my dear children," said Mrs. 
Irvin, " I hope we shall soon be better ac­
quainted." 

" As she once more kissed the glowing faces 
of the little girls, her voice and manner were so 
much kinder than what they had been used to, 
that they already began to feel a }Jleasure in her 
company, and seemed less inclined to leave the 
room, till Mrs. Stanley again repeated her com­
mands. They made their curtsies and retired, 
pleased with the notice their aunt had taken of 
ihcm. 

As soon as they were gone, Mrs. Stanley 
wished to talk on some other subject, and in­
stead of enquiring her sister's opinion respecting 
them, she began to give her an account of the 
numerous acquaintance she could introduce her 
to: but Mrs. Irvin paid very little attention to 
the long list of names she ran over; and repeated 
the pleasure she felt in seeing the children.­
" They are much more sociable than I ex• 
pected," said she, " confined as they arc to the 
nursery : do you often visit them there?" 

" I did," replied Mrs. Stanley (with a coun­
tenance expressive of some confusion at the 

B5 
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question) "before ~Iartin had the care of them, 
as oficn as my numerous engagements would 
allow: but now she takes so much care of them, 
that my attendance is not necessary : she dresses 
them properly enough, and makes them very 
well behaved. Their shyness, I believe, never 
will be gotten over ; and there is no pleasure in 
going to see them, when it appears to gh-e them 
such uneasiness." 

" Perhaps that might be removed, if they 
were more accustomed to your company," said 
l\frs. Irvin, much hurt at the indifference which 
lier sister expressed.-Thc ladies now separated, 
to dress for dinner ; at which time, i1rs. Irvin 
was introduced to Mr. Stanley; who welcomed 
her to J1is house with great poliiencss, in tlrnt 
softened manner, "'hich is too often adopted to 
conceal contempt and dislike. Such in his 
]1eart did l\ilr. Stanley feel for his guest, though 
he had afterwards reason to acknowledge himself 
under infinite obligations to lier, for relieving­
]1im when most distressed: for, on the very next 
day, he found that the situation of his affairs 
could no longer be concealed; and with the ut• 
most indifference, he told his wife, that, " Un• 
le s she could obtain assistance from her sister. 

~ 

they ,,ere utterly ruined. "-For any one to live 
beyond their income, is now become so fashion­
able a folly (not to call it by a harsher name), 
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that neither Mr. or Mrs. Stanley dreaded the 

imputation of it: but when, on a closer exami­

nation of their affairs, it was discovered, that 

not even the whole of their property would pay 

the numerous debts they had contracted; then 

it was, that the friendship of l\1rs. Irvin ap• 

peared in its true light: she prevailed on the 

friends of her late husband to procure for Mr. 

Stanley an advantageous post in the East Indies, 

and offered to educate his children at her own 

cxpence. 
" Can you indeed be so generous?" said Mr. 

Stanley, struck with the sincerity of her pro­

fessions. "How have I been deceived by those 

who called themselves my friends! no one would 

interest themselves about me, when I solicited 

their assistance ; each excused himself from 

troubling his acquaintance on my account; but 

you, to whom I am so little known, you have 

indeed been my best friend!" 

" Since you allow me that title," said ~Irs. 

Irvin, " will you suffer me, in one other in­

stance, to prove how much I wish to deserve it? 

·You acknowledge, that your present distress is 

occasioned by your having lived in too cxpen• 

sive a style :-I forbear to censure :-but now 

that you arc entering on another scene of life, 

allow me to hope that you will gain wisdom 

from expciicncc ; your situation will be changed, 

B6 
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your former associates forgotten : let me advise 
you, then, to be careful wiih whom you again 
become acquainted, lest you should a second 
time be led into error.-But I ought to beg your 
pardon for offering my advice; a sensible man 
will judge for himself, whether what I have said 
is wrong." 

Then turning to her sister, the tears started 
in her eyes on perceiving the wounded feelings 
of J1er mind strongly pourtrayed in her conn• 
tenance. Pride, shame, envy, with some de­
gree of grateful affection, alternately appeared 
there; while Mrs. Irvin thus addressed her: 
" My dearest sister, 1 wish I could persuade you 
to seek that happiness which proceeds from a 
higher source than the vain applause of tJ1is 
world; be assured, the knowledge of ourselves 
is the truest wisdom; and now that I am to act 
the part of a mother to your children, it shall 
be my sincere endeavour to instruct them in it." 
-"'\i\Tith much emotion, she continued; "It is 
probable, that in this world we may never meet 
again; but by the remembrance of former years, 
and by the strong attachment which once sub­
sisted between Lis, let me beg you, my beloved 
sister, seriously to consider for ,vhat end you 
are living; and may your reflections be such ns 
to produce the most lasting happiness ! Should 
I die before your return, the children shnll · be 

I 
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taken care of, and I trust you will not find them 
injured by my instructions. Believe me," added 
~he, with increased aftcction, " the eternal hap­
piness both of them and yourself is among the 
first wishes of my heart." 

Both Mr. and l\t1rs. Stanley were affected by 
this solemn address; they no longc>r looked on 
the manner and appearance of Mrs. Irvin as sub­
jects for derision, but each endeavoured to ex• 
pre s tl1cir thanks, while she hurried out of the 
room to conceal her emotion. They could not 
deny the truth of wlrnt she had said respecting 
their former pursuits, and at that moment felt 
resolved io follow her advice in their future con­
duct. 

PERHAPS, young as my readers may be, they 
have themselves formed good resolutions in the 
hour of reflec{ion, which, not long after, have 
been forgoUen : they may know from experience 
how hard it is to conquer had habits, and there­
fore will not wonder if they hear that Mr. and 
lirs. Stanley did not long retain their good in­
tentions. But as it is the histm·y of their chil .. 
dren that I mean to relate, I slrn U at present pass 
over the conduct of their parents, and, in the 
next chapter, introduce my young heroines morn 
to notice. 
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CHAPTER II. 

u Gay hope is theirs, by fancy fee!, 
" Least p1easing when possess'd; 

" The tear forgot as soon as shed, 
" The sunshine of the breast." 

execute the generous 1Jlan she had under-
taken, and not to discontinue her charitable con-
1ributions to the poor in her neighbourhood, 
Mrs. Irvin thought it necessary to lay dmYn J1er 
carriage, and, in every thing she could, to les­
sen her expences: and this she thought no sa .. 

crifice, but rather rejoiced, that by so doing 
she would still contribute to the welfare of 
others. 

After staying a fortnight in town, and seeing 
every thing settled to the advantage of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley, as far as their present circumstances 
would allow, she took an affectionate l~ave of 
them ; and with the two children, and Martin 
whom she had engaged to continue as their 
nurse, set off in an hired chaise to her own 

l10use. 
Mr. and Mrs. Slanley parterl from their chil-­

dren with less regret than l\irs. Irvin liked to 
see; but their minds were much more occupied 
with the voyage they were soon to enter upon. 

5 
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The children felt only pleasure at the thought of 

their removal, particularly when they knew that 

Martin was to accompany them; they shed no 

tears at taking leave of their parents : but when 

they were told it would be a great while before 

they saw them again, their countenances altered, 

and Ellen ventured to ask, ·" How long it would 

be?" She was answered that" it was uncertain." -

" But you won't forget us, Mamma," said she, 

with artless simplicity: " Anna and I shall re­

member you, as Martin snys we should, every 

time we say our prayers." 
To hide the blush of contrition which spread 

itself over her face, Mrs. Stanley stooped for­

ward to kiss them with more than usual affec­

tion ; telling them " they were very good girls, 
and that she should often think of them." 

The carriage was at the door, and Mr. Stan• 

ley saw them lifted into it with the utmost in• 

difference. Their mother stood at the window, 

and as she kissed her hand to them on their 

driving oft~ she felt an emotion quite new to 

her.-Whcn she considered the distance which 

would, in a short time, separate her from her 

children, and the sister she once so dearly loved, 

she thought she could have wept; but in the 

hurry and bustle of the house, and the visits of 
a few friends who came to discover whether t1ie 

re-port of their leaving England was tn1c or not, 
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that they might have it in their power to com­
municate it to others, the sensibility so new to 
her was soon worn off, and self again became 
the chief object of her attention. 

TnE children were delighted with their jour­
ney; and, in expressing their admiration of all 
they saw, even their fear of strangers was soon 
forgotten, and they talked without restraint. 

" Do tell me the name of the place we are 
going to, l\'.fartin ! " said Anna; " for I have 
forgotten it already." 

" Milwood," nid Mrs. Irvin: "but I don't 
know how you will like it; there are no houses 
to be seen, no carriages, and no people walk­
ing about, as there are in London; the country 
is very dull,-" 

" O, I am sure we shall like it," said Ellen,. 
with great eagerness; for we have seen nothing 
but houses and carriages, and such things all 
our lives. Martin say , the country is full of 
iields and trees ; and that we shall see cows, and 
horses, and sheep, and litilc lambs. O, how I 
do wish to be among them!" 

Mrs. Irvin smiled at her earnestness. "B•1t," 
said she, " do you think you will Jiave nothing 
to do in the country, except running about ? 
You know, that you are coming to my hone to 
learn a great many things, and you must sit 
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,vithin a great part of every day, and work, 

and read, and learn lessons." 

" O, we have been always used to that," re­

plied Ellen, very good-humouredly; " Martin 

used to make us do so at home: this pocket­

Iiandkerchief I hemmed all myself; and Anna 

cnn work much better than I can." 

" No, sister," interrupted Anna, " indeed I 

don't; and you know you can read and spell 

too, better than me." 

" I am pleased to see such an affection be• 

tween these children," said Mrs. Irvin, address• 

ing herself to Martin, who prai&cd them both 

as very good young ladies; " you have been very 

attentive to them." 

Martin answered very modestly, that " she 

thought it her duty to teach them as well as she 

could ;-but I know very little myself, Ma'am," 

added she. 

" I believe," said 1\irs. Irvin, " you know 

more than many who might have been their 

more accomplished instructors ; for I think you 

have taught them their duty to Gon, and to 

love each other." 

" I have endeavoured to do so, Ma'am;" an­

swered l\fartin ; " for I thought, if they never 

learnt any thing else, a knowk<lge of their duty 

would make them feel less hurt at it ." 
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1frs. Irvin was muc11 pleased ·with this ob· rr• vation; it seemed above tl1e sentiments of a 
common ... crvant, and sl1c askc<l 11cr from ·whom s11c had learnt them. 

" I liad the acfrantage of very religions pa­rent s, .:Ma'am," said Martin; "and they always 
taught me that to know the way to Heaven lrns 
far preferable to all the accompli~lnnents of lhis life." 

l\frs. Irvin perfectly agreed with her, and 
rejoiced to .find she had so worthy an addition to l1er family. 

"\Vhen they stopped at the inn ut which they 
were to dine, the children thought they were at 
the end of their journey.-" And is this my 
aunt's house ?" said Ellen; " I am glad 1re are 
here. "-Mrs. Irvin explained their mistake, and 
told them they Jiad still a great way to go after 
dinner. This meal was the best ihey had ever 
tasted ; every thing was good : and when they 
were again seated in the chaise, they repeatedly 
declared, that "this was the happiest day of their lives." 

Thus they continued to chatter, till, towards the evening, tlicy began to grow tired, and at 
length each fell asleep in the arms of their com­
panions; nor did they awake when the carriage 
sioppcd at Mrs. Irvin's door, A bed had bee.a 
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prepared for them, and ~lari.in had little else to 

do than to put them into it. The exercise they 

had taken that day, had been so much more 

ihan they had been accustomed to, that not 

even their curiosity i.o see their aunt's house, 

could rouse them sufficiently to make any en­

quiries respecting it. 

They slept all night, and it was not till some 

time after their usual hour, that their eyes wrre 

opened the next morning ; but when Martin 

had made them sensible that they were indeed at 

l\filwood, she could not dress them quick 

enough; and though told that breakfast was 

waiting for them, the prospect from their cham­

ber window so attracted their attention, that 

they could scarcely be persuaded to leave it. It 

was the largest and the prettiest garden they had 

ever seen;-" And is it really my aunt's?" asked 

Anna; "and may we walk in it whenever we 

like ? I am sure there is not such a pretty place 

all over London. 0, how happy we shall be ! " 

Again, they ·were told that breakfitst was ready, 

and their aunt waiting. " ,virnt !,, said Ellen, 

" will my aunt let us breakfast with her? how 

good ! we never breakfa tcd with Mamma." 

Martin, as she conducted them dmYn stairs, 

was full of her instructions respecting their be• 

haviour at the breakfast table:-" Remember," 
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said she, "what I have told you, and don't cat too fast, nor spill your tea; and be very atten­tive to all your aunt says to yon." 
They cniercd ihc parlour, and found their aunt as kind as ever. She kissed them both, bidding them ·welcome to llilwood;" but their aitcniion seemed entirely engrossed by l\Irs. Ir­vin's fayourite dog, who was cn<leavourin_g- by every way in 11is power to shew his joy al tJ1e return of his mistress; he walked rournJ and round lier chair, wagged his taiJ, and h ~pt jumping up into her fa.p. 

,: ,v11at is tl1e matter ·with the dog ?" said Ellen, lmif afraid; I don't li.se him, aunt '. " " Don't you ?" replied l\Irs. Irvin ; " ·10w I do, for he does it to shew his gratitude and love for me ; he cannot speak as you and I can, and this is his way of telling me that he is glad to see me.-Poor Clio," added she, patting him on the head, " lie down, my dog;" and lie instantly obeyed her order. " You see," con­tinued she, " i11ere is no reason to be afraid of him; if you arc kind to him, he wiU soon be as fond of you." 

" I don't think I should like it though," re­turned Ellen fearfully, "for him to run round me so; suppo~c l1c should bite me?" 
" O, tlrnt is talking foolishly," sai<l l1er aunt; 
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'' look, he does not bite me," (putting her hand 
to his mouth, which he licked with great affec• 

tion) . 
" I like the dog better now, aunt," said Ellen, 

after she had finished l1er breakfast, and saw him 
still lying very quietly at his mistress's feet; 
and at her d~irr, she ventured to stroke him on 
the back. 

Mrs. Irvin then took her nieces into the gar­
den, where they wore delighted even beyond 
her expectation. They were, like the dog, at 
a loss how to express their pleasure; they ran 
upon the grass, and jumped for joy. 

" O, what a sweet place!" said they; '' we 
could not have thought it was half so pretty!" 
-" And what beautiful flowers!" exclaimed 
Anna, observing the blossoms on the apple and 
cherry trees ; " did you ever see any thing like 
it, sister! flowers to grow upon such large 
trees." 

" Those," said Mrs. Irvin, enjoying their 
pleasure., ·" will all be fruit in a few months; 
where you sec flowers now, the\e will be apples 
and clwrd.es; and ,vhcn they arc ripe, you shall 
.eai '-Omt of them." 

' · Dear! dear!" sa.id Ellen; "how many 
there will be! I am so fond of apples," added 
she; "and in London, we hardly Gver had one. 
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My dear aunt, how much obliged we are to you!" 

Mrs. Irvin then led them to a little summer­house, surrounded by shrubs; where, in the very 
warm weather, she told them, " they should sit and work with her." 

They again expressed their joy ; and on their return to the house, ran to tell Martin all the pleasures they were to expect. "\Vith their 
aunt's permission, they led Iviartin likewise round the garden, repeating all the time what she 1iad told them respecting tJ1e apples and cherries they were soon to sec on the trees which tlicy so much admirc<l. 
'' My dear ~fartin," said Anna, as she jnm pcd into her arms, "I am so happy, I don't know 

what to do with myself; I hope you are so too, but you don't seem half so much pleased as we 
arc. I am afraid you arc sorry to leave Lon-0011." 

" Not at all, my c.lcar," said th<' affectionate servant; " I am very much plea:::i('(l to be here : but you must not e; p<'ci such an old woman as I am, to skip about as you do." 
" vVhen she led them again into the parlour, she fe,trrd they would be quite troublesome to 

their aunt, unused as she had been to children. 
-" TL.e young ladies arc like birds kt out of a 
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cage, Madam," said she; " I am afraid they 
will make too much noise for you." 

Mrs. Irvin very good•humouredly made 
every allowance for them ; and giving them 
leave to go all over the house, and return to her 
when they liked, she said, " We must let theni 
recover their senses a little, before we think of 
bringing them into any order; in a very few 
days their pleasure will be more rational." 

'' How good my aunt is t" said Ellen, as she 
went up stairs with Martin; "I am sure we 
would not do any thing to disturb her." 

When left to herself, Mrs. Irvin sat down to 
c9nsidcr in what way she should best fulfil her 
promise respecting them; and she rle:termincd 
to lrn.ve no masters till she had herself instructed 
them in every branch of their education, as far 
as was in her power. She next ex1,mined the 
account of house-keeping in her absence, and 
her weekly provisions for the neighbouring poor 
who were old and sick; antl was rcjoicerl to find 
that with the retrenchments she had already 
made, she need not lessen any of these charitable 
cxpenccs to fulfil her benevolent intentions to• 
wards her nieces. 

The next day, lVIrs. Irvin took the little girls 
to visit the schools which she had established 
in the village. This was quite a new thing to 
them, to see so many children all employed., 
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and they told their aunt they should like to 
work so likewise. l\frs. Irvin answered, that 
she should Pxpect them to be equally industri• 
ous when they began school with her at Jrnmc: 
" And now," said she, "I am going to intro• 
duce you to an old friend of your Mamma's, 
Mr. Herbert, ,vho knew her when she was a 
very little girl." 

This was the clergyman of the parish, who 
had been the friend of Mr. Jryin's father, and 
continued the same regard to his ch il<lrcn. He 
·was a very worth., man, and, 011 being- told that 
the two little g-irls 11e now saw, wcrr the dangh­
ters of his oncc-favourit<" Ellen, hP received 
thrm with great affrction. At first they were 
afraid of approaching a stranger; but his kind­
ness insensibly removed their fear, , and they 
soon became very sociable. Ile asked many 
questions rrspccting their mothrr, which l\Irs. 
Irvin was dis1rcssrtl to answer; for tl10u _g-h she 
was accui-;tomed to speak openly to him, she 
did not like, before the cl1ildren, to rxprc. s the 
least disr-tpprobation of their pnn.·11t's conduct. 

On their return, th<'y cal led at several ho!t N 
of the· poor inhabit:-1..11s of the villag<', and the 
little ~-irls were struck with tlie ap1,earnncc of 
poverty which they e.-hibitc<l. 'l'hey had never 
seen any of their follow-creat nrc. living in ~ uch 
rniscry, and it seemed to make a deep impre.~-

1 
I] 
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,5ion on their minds.-" ,vimt is the reason, 
aunt, said Ellen, as she walked thoughtfully by 
her side, "what is the reason that these poor 
people have hardly any clothes to wear, while 
some have so many ?-Let me give some of my 
frocks to those poor little girls I have seen ; I am 
snre I have a great many more than I want."­
" And so have I too," said Anna ; " do let us 
gi ,·e them away." 

" You are very good, my clear," said l\1rs. 
Irvin, " for wishing i.o relieve these poor peo­
ple; but at present it is not in your power. 
Did you not observe what very coarse things 
they had on, very different from what you 
·wear ? and if you were to give them your muslin 
frocks, they ,rould be of no use to them ; some 
time hence, I hope, you will be able to bny 
what will suit them better. Perhaps if you wore 
coloured frocks, they might do to give away.'' 

" O, let us have some then," said they, both 
together; "do, pray, aunt, buy us som<', nn<l 
then we shall have something to give them, anJ 
they will thank us as they did you when you 
promised to end them som(• broth.·, 

" And is this your only motive for wi&hing to 
have ,omuhing- to give away, that yon ,nay be 
thanked for it?" Si.Ud l\Irs. Irvin :---<~ this i::; a 

. <l l ., • l 1 u J very poor reason m ee<.,, co? tillnC'~ ~•~i.c, ·· am, 
C 



I' 

2G THE TWI~ SISTEilS, 

not "hat I expected from you. I praised you 
too oon, I ,un afrai<l: your charitable cxprrs~ 
~ions ari e more from pride than good-nature."­
Prrcciving them still :-iilcnt, she continued: "but 
cYcn then your colourccl frocks would not be 
yonr own to do as you liked ·with; if I give yo1t 
them to ·wear, it is my money which must buy 
others in their stead; and if I buy you clothes 
to giYc a-wn.r, it ,\ill be my mollC}' and not yours 
,, hich paid for them; and therefore it " ·oulcl 
be my gift rather than yours; yet not mine 
either," added she, " for cannot you tell me 
from whom all our .goorl thi11gs come?" 

" I\fartin suys they come from Gou," aid 
Ellen. 

" :i\1artin is very right," rcpliccl :i\fr .. Jryin: 
" for they certainly arc all . ent from IJ im: and 
do :·on knmr wliy He scuds them to u. in uch 
abnwhmce ?" 

' That we may <lo good "ith them, I believe," 
miswerell Ellen. 
. " rcry true," returned l1cr aunt: "and there­
fore yon sec, that it is neither you nor I arc to 
be thanked for ,rhnt we giYc away, but Gon, 
"ho is the fir t giver of it, ancl has commanded 
us 10 make thi. u c of it. Do you understand 
,, hat I mean?" 

"1~ e. , l\Ia'nm," said Ellen, blu~hing. 
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'l'hcn you will remember," said l\ilrs . IrYin, 
as they entered the g-ardcn-gatc, " that you have 
as much reason to he thankful for having it in 
your power to relieve other::, and for the incli­
nation to do so, as they have who receive any 
benefit through your hands; and it is to Gon 
you should direct their thanks, as well as your 
own. lr ou should also pray to Him, that you 
may ncYcr grow proud of what Ile enables you 
to do. And now let me kiss both my dear chil­
dren, for it is to both I speak; and then you 
may play in the garden till dinner-time.'' 

G 2 
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CHAPTER III. 

" To Thee, first Father, ceaseless praise ascend! 
" And in the general hymn my grateful voice 
" Be duly heard.'' 

TnE next day was Sunday.-1\frs. Irvin always 
rejoiced at the return of the Sabbath; but she 
lrns grieved to hear thc children ~ay, tlrnt tlicy 
Juul never been to church, and knew not how to 
answer all their various questions, . o a to im­
press on their minds a proper sense of the duty 
they were to perform there.-'' Y~ou have been 
used to say your prayers," said she ; " and I dare 
say you have also been taught that, when Gon 
made the world, He appointed one day in seven 
to be kept holy in remembrance of it, ancl which 
we should dcvoic to His service; for this pur­
pose, WC' go to church, "here we say our prayers 
with the cle,·gyman, and all the people who meet 
together ;-there also we hear the ,v ord of Gon, 
and have it explained to us; and those who love 
Gon, arc always very sorry when they cannot 
att<.'nd at Ilis house." 

" But \Vbo is the clergyman?" asked Ellen; 
l • 
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" will he be very angry if ·we don't mind what 

he says?" 

" You saw him yesterday," answered Mrs. 

Irvin, " Mr. Herbert: but yon should remem­

ber it is to Gon you are praying, and it is His 

"\Vord which l\lr. Herbert reads and explains to 
us; and therefore it is Gon we should be frarful 

of offending; because He not only sees all you 

do, but also knows every thing you think of: 

and if, while you a~c kneeling down, and pre­

tending to say your prayers, you are thinking of 

something else, :i\'fr . .i..Icrbcrt may think you very 

good girls, while Gon will be justly_ displeased 

witl1 you : for which reason, if you do not pro• 

mise to behave very att<'ntivcly, I don't think I 

can take you ; for it would be an offence to 
Gon." 

" O, we will indeed, we will, my dear aunt," 

said they both in one voice ; " if you ,vill but 

take u, we will be very good, and remember all 
you say." 

They then went to 1\1:ntin, impatient to be 

dre1-sed ; 1elling her, that they were going to 

church ; M trtin congratulated them on it, and 

added her strict injw1ction, that they were · o be 
very attentive. 

\Vhen the bell rang, l\1rs. Irvin called her 

young companions, and, taking each by the 

C 3 
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1iancl, sI1e lrd 111cm 1o the road; ,vherc they met 
the c11ildrcn of the Snnclay school coming from 
the , ilbg·<'.-'· Arc all the!-,C little boys and o·irls u 

~ b going to church too?" said Anna; "and thcsC' 
men and ·women that arc coming tJ1e otltrr ·way? 
dear ! dear ! how many pco ple we ~.hall see ! " 

"You will not forget," said Mrs. Irvin," that 
Con is greater than all these pcopl<', and thal it 
is Ilim ,re must think of :-you arc not going to 
clrnrch io look about you, but to learn your dutv." 

She spoke rather gravely, ns she wished to 
impress them with a serious sense of the scrYicc 
they were going to perform: and it had the de­
sired effect, for when they entered the church, 
the little girls forbore to notice aloud any thing 
they saw, and though all was so new to them, 
they entered the seat, and sat quietly till the ser­
vice began; ·when they were very attentive, and 
joined in every prayer they knew. All the time 
of the sermon, they kept their eye on l\fr. Her­
bert, and after-wards repccticd to their aunt some 
things J1c said, ca lcalated to strike tl1rir mirnh. 

'· I like going to church very much," said 
Ellen, "ancl hope I sJrnU soon read v,ell enough . I 
to carry a book as you do, annt; then I shall 
lmm\. b ttrr what :i\Ir. Herbert is saying." 

'• J am Ycry glacl io hear ·ou ay so, my 
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clear chilc1," r<'pliecl :Mrs. ln·iu; for it is ccr­

tainl v a \·cry o-reat JJri,·ilrge to be allowed to join 
.. , .. n " 

in prayer with tl1e best of Gon 's servants, and a 

still grcakr one to ~peak to Gou himself: when 

you com,id<'r," ,H1c1ccl she, " how many poor 

creatnrcs there arc in the w·orld who know not 

the Gon who made tl1em,-and some in this 

Christian land, as it is callccl, may I am afraid, 

be fonud,-you ought to bcdonhl,r thaukfulthat 

you are so early taught the blessings you enjoy, 

and pray for them, that they also may know 

them." 
Before their dinner-hour, they visited the Sun­

day school with their aunt, and heard some of 

the girls read, and repeat the Catechism. Here 

also they saw Mr. Herbert, who constantly at­

tended both the boys' and girls' school every 

Sunday.-He commended the children for their 

good behaviour at church, and as he ,valked 

home ,,ith 11rs. Irvin, it gave her pleasure to 

obscrYe the attention which both her nieces paid 

to what he said on having seen them at church, 

and what ought to be their sentiments on going 

there for tbc first time. In the afternoon, they 

all met at church again; and when the · came 

home, 11 rs. Irvin read to them snch a par( of 

the New Testament as ·he' thought most likely 

to intcrc t them, and explained the in trnctionr, 

C 4 
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it contained. She afterwards gave them Dr. 
\Vatts's first Catechism for Children, which they 

,rnre to learn so as to answer the questions the 
next Sunday. After tea they went for a walk; 
during which, she repeated to them two or three 
hymns of ihai excellent author, so deservedly a 
favourite with all children; and with t11ese they 
were so delighted, ihai they begged they might 
also learn them; an<l while Martin was putting 
them to bed that evening, they were full of the 
goodness of their aunt, and telling her ,,hat she 
had promised to teach tliem. 

The next morning, l\1rs. Irvin hegan npon the 
plcm ~h.e naci formed for their e<lucation. She 
told them that, at their age, most children in 
their station knew a great deal more than they 
did, and therefore it was neces ary for them to 
exert aJI their diligence to learn whatever she 
desircd.-In the first place, she expected them 
to rise at seven every morning, (an l10ur earlier 
thnn they had been accustomed to,) and to be at 
their lessons before eight, which were such as 
thry could very easily learn in lrnlf an hour: 
when they were perfect in them, they were to 
come to breakfast; after which, thry might play 
in t11c garden, or walk " ·ith .lvfariin, with whom 
she often sent them on some charitable errand to 
the poor in the village, till ten o'clock; at which 
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time, they were to return to her, and repeat the 

lessons they had learnt before breakfast, and to 
employ the rest of the morning in reading, wri­

ting, and working, according to her direction.­

:Mrs. Irvin was very fond of music, and was her­

self a proficirnt in it, and some part of every 

day she employed in teaching them the notes.­

She abo read to them, and accustomed them to 

answer the questions which arose from what they 

heard. 
Before thry left their aunt, to be dressed for 

dinner, they a second time repeated their lessons, 

which ·were short and adapted to their capacities; 

and by this method these first instructions were 

imprinted on their memories. Neither did Mrs. 

1 rvin forget the more important lessons of Reli­

gion, while teaching them things belonging to 

this world only. The Catechisms she had given 

them, were daily repeated; and when perfect in 

them, she put in o their hands the excellent one 

of our Church. '\Vith so st1ict an attention, in 

a Yery little time they began to know something 

of the dificrcnt things in which it was necessary 

that they should be instructed.-In the familiar 

lessons of i: Ir·. TRI. n1ER, and ·!rs. B .HtBA ULD, 

tho c good friends of youth, was given them a 

general idea of the vmrks of Gon; and, with 

the kind attention of their excellent in tructress, 

who improyed eyery advantage which books 

C 5 
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could afford, their minds rxpanclrcl, ancl they 
found the pleasure there is in receiving inst rue• lion . 

Grcnt ,ras 1he happ iness of J\frs . Irvin, " ·hilc 
these dear children ~eemed to aus" ·cr all her love, 
and " ·hile her most plea iug expectations con• 
cerning them were not, disappointed . They 
·were every day more endeared io their aunt ; nor 
were 1hcy less attached to her, who thus early 
taught them to look ,vith prayer to the AL· 
)IIGIITY for assisLcmcc in all 1heir endeavour ·, 
and in every thing they learned, thC'y were al o 
taug ht to ascribe to Him the prai c, who had 
th u bks ed their cndc,n-ours to become wise and good. 

-
I;\. this way thr cJ1 ilc1ren , rent on for SC'vcral 

mon(h., impnn ing every day; ,d1en, as thry 
,,crC' onC' morning rct urni11p; frorn thrir walk into 
t he villngr, "hither tlwic nunt had ~cnt them 
with i\fart in to distribiltc Ot>JC of her usual be• 
nefactio11~, t H'.Y pa: cc.1 h.Y a neat cottag<', '"it11 
\\ho~c inhabitant ih<'y were not so \\ ell ac­
qnaimc.! -is,, ith nnn_y otlicrs, though they had 
o:L<'n n.da1ired the P.mvcrs which gn'w in the lit ­
tle g-;.~n;, ,n before it, and Jiad hennl their annt 
sny she was a. Vl'ry goml ol l ,voarnn who livc-d 
in it. -'\ s they knew ~,hr h,1d ll' ) cL ilthc-n, tlwy 
were n~w surp rise l to see a l'ttle girl sitting near 
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the door, and talking to another who "·as ga­

thering some flmvrrs at a little distance. 

" How wcct the f;ardcn smells," said shr, 

" I am sure there must be a great many flmrcrs 

in it, ancl I w·ish I could scr them! 0 Bct~r, I 

am ·o glad to be hcrr, you can't thin1\.: ·will you 

lead me down to the lilac-tree? I should like to 

sit there, as I did yesterday." 

" To be sure I will," answered the other; 

and running to her, he took her by the hand, 

and, ai the same time carrying the chair in which 

she sat, she led her down the path to the ~idc 

of the road . 
" \Vho can these little girls be?" said Ellen; 

I never saw them before." 

" H11 h !" said l\Iartin; " I am afrai<l e1at 

poor child is blind : if o, how much I pity 

her!" 
As they were concealed by the hedge behind 

which they stood, the children did not observe 

them, but continued their conYcrsaiion :-" )'" ou 

will not mind being left alone for a little while," 

,tid Betsy, yery affectionately, to her sister; 

" for you know I must go in and help mother; 

hut perluqJ~ Dame Hunt ,-vill come to you : hall 

1 ask hrr ?" 

' );"o, no," sai(l the little girl; "I dare say 

she is busy about ~ometh in~ or anoiher: I 0111y 

am i<lk.-Oh, how I v, i::.h I could do sornc­

c G 
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thing!" added she with a sigh : " but I can­not see." 

" Poor thing!" said Ellen in a low voice; " she is blind then: what can we do for her?­Let us spea,k to her," (drawing nearer to the place where she sat) :-but Martin, who had more thought, whispered to them," that, as she was now alone, it might frighten her to be ad­dressed by strangers:" and they gave up the idea.-" But we will tell my aunt," said Anna; " I am sure she will come and see her." 
At this moment, the church-clock struck ten; and they hurried home, to be in time for their lessons. They were eager also to communicate to their aunt what they had seen; nor could the business of t11e morning be attended to, till she had promised to go to the cottage in the after­noon, and fake them with }1er. 

The moment they had dined, they were im .. patient to set out on their expedition ; but were prevented by the rain. Poor Ellen could not J1elp complaining very bitterly of the weather: -" Is it not too bad?" said she; "I should not have minded it, if we had been only going for a walk; but for 1hc sake of the poor little girl I ,-ranted to go: is it not hard, aunt," continued she, " that we are prevented? for, I am sure you would have given her somethmg; and now she will not have it." 
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" You forget," said Mrs. Irvin, very coolly, 

" that it may not rain to-morrow ; and that 
wlrnt I haYe io give her, may be quite as accep• 
table then as now ; besides, as she does not know 
of our intention, it can be no disappointment to 

her." 
Still, Ellen could not help repeatedly wishing 

it would not rain ; and when her aunt asked her 
to read, as they could not get out, it was with 

great unwillingness she obeyed. Her sister in• 
vited her to come and play with her; but she 
continued to sit in the window, lamenting the 
weather, till Mrs. Irvin again spoke to her. 

" I cannot help it," said Ellen; " I wish ii 
would not rain." 

" l~ ou beliaYe very ill," replied Mrs. Irvin; 

" do you not know who sends the rain, and for 
what purpose? It will be of much greater benefit 
thau our visit to the cottage. Perhaps you may 
imagine, that you are shewing great good-na• 
ture to the liHle girl you wish to see; but re­

member it is still more your duty to submit to 
the ,•,ill of Gon in every thing, and that, even 
in such a trifle as this appears to be, He is as 
attentive to your conduct as in more material 
trial . " 

Ellen did not feel what was said, but went 

out of the room to seek her sister, who again 
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pre scd her to come and play;- " NcYer mind 
the ·weather," said she; "you know we may go to-morrow." 

But, ·without attending to J1cr advice, Ellen 
continued her murmurs. - " I don'i see my 
aunt 1rns any reason to be angry with me," said 
she; " I am sure it is noi for myself I wished to 
go; there is not so much pleasure in going to 
the cottage as in walking- any other ·way; it 
must be for the sake of the little girl.'' 

" But why should you be so sorr.v, if ·we 
can't go?" nsked Anna: "my aunt w·iII take us to-morrow." 

"\Vith this thought, Ellrn begnn in somr mea­
sure to recover her goocl humour; yet before the 
conclusion of the evening, she met lrif h another 
trial of her patience, ·whic11, as lier mi11d was 
so ill prepared for it, she bore still "\Hfft-c than 
the present onc.-Martin had promi.rd to make 
J,er doll a 1ww bonnet, and on this day H 1rns to 
Jmve been finished; b11t the idea of vi!:,i/ing- the 
cottage, Lad so occupied Ellen's mind all the 
day, tLat it had not once entered her head, till 
nov;, being p crsnackd h.r lH r sister to join lier in 
play, when sl1c cnme 1o dress lier do]], she recol­
lected the bonnet was ,nmting, anll ran with 
eagerness to enquire of J\fa.rtjn if it ,ms madr. 
Fnfortnnatcly, she found her quite diilerrntly 
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employed ; instead of "·orking for her doll, she 

"as busily rngag<'d in makuig some clothes for a 

poor child in the village. 
" I hope yon will noi. be angry with me, 

~Iis~," said she, " but indeed I haYe not hact. 

time even to brgin it: for whrn I promised yon 

bhould ha,ve it to-day, I did not ],now I should 

have tlii shirt and frock to make; your annt 

gaYe it me the other day, and the poor boy has 

uothing to wear till it is done." 

" ,v ell, I declare I ncYer knew any thing 

like it!" said Ellen; " I can't have any thing 

I ,vish to-day: sure, it " ·onld not have taken up 

much of yonr time to have made my doll's 

honnrt ~ you know you promised it me, and I 

must S'1) I think it \·cry hard." 

" 0 :Miss Ellen, don't say o," replied l\far .. 

tin :" I nm smr vou cannot th ink it of a mnch 
, v 

consequ{'lhT ns clothes for this poor boy: I will 

make it as soon a'i cn'r I haYC :finished for 

h~m." 
" B11t I ,nmt it now," a id Ellen, violently 

an~ry ; " and yon ought to haY(' made it; bnt 

l know vr rv well )Ton never will -)'OU never 
~ ' 

intl'nd to clo ii ; you will always have some ex .. 

ens o · other." 
In th is,,ny ,ya f-.hctalking, "hen .he heanl 

her aunt's voice heliincl her; ""\Vhat is the 

malkr ?" ' said :\frs, Irvin, obscn ing Ellen's an-
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gry countenance; " you were speaking iu a. 
very improper tone, and I see by your looks you have behaved ill." 

Ellen was silent, and ashamed of being seen 
by her aunt in so ill an humour : she was going 
out of tI1e room, but l\Irs. Irvin commandrd 
lier to stay, and again asked l\Iartin to explain 
the cause of her behaviour. At first, she did 
not like to speak; but upon 1fr . . Irvin's in­
sisting on knowing, she owne<l that ~fiss Ellen 
Jmd been very angry with lier, because she 11ad 
not made her 1oll a bonnet, at tl1e time ap­
pointed, instead of finishing the clothes for the 
poor boy, who so much wanted them. 

Ellen held down her bend, ~,vhcn lwr aunt ex­
pressed great sorrow on hearing this account; 
and taking her niece by the hand, sl1e led her to 
the parlour, wh<>re in the mo t affi•ctimrnte man­
ner she encleavo:ircd io convince her of thc> im­
propriety of her conducL-" 1,iy dear child," 
said she, "you can no longer imagine that yonr 
impatience to visit ihe cottage this afternoon, 
proceeded from good-nt!turc, or benrvolcuce: it 
was b.?cansf' your curiosity was rai~ed, and you 
wished to J.J10w who were the liiile §ri .-ls you had 
seen there : but if it had procrcdcJ from a cha­
ritable wish, is ii not C"\- went, tJrnt, so far from 
being angry with ~Iartin for not having made a 
bonnet for your doll, you would ha vc been 
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pleased she had not spent her time about such a 

trifle, when she was so much better employed? 

Every day that this poor boy has to wait for 

his clothes, he cannot go to school, neither can 

he go out to work ; so that you see it is not, like 

our visit to the cottage, a matter of indifference 

whether it is one day sooner or later; and yet 

you could have wished him to have waited still 

longer, that you might have had a trifling play­

thing.-Are you not sorry for this?" added she, 

observing the tears stealing down the face of the 

softened Ellen. 

" Yes, indeed I am," said she, as well as 

her sobs would allow her to speak ; " I am in• 

deed, I will never be so cross again : but are not 

you displeased with me, my dear aunt?'; added 

she, greatly distressed ; " what shall I do, if 

yon arc ? I never offended you before; but I 

know I deserve your anger." 

" To, my <lcar," said Mrs. Irvin, tembrly 

embracing her, " if you are sorry for your 

fault, I can no longer be angry witl you; you 

did not see things in this light before: bnt let 

what I have now said, convince you of the nc• 

ces ity there is of always examining the motives 

from which we act. ·you are but young at 

present, and may not always understand ,vhat I 

mean; but as you grow older, you are likely to 



be oftrn dc-ceivecl in this manner: '"hilc ) on 
think you are shewillg a -rcry good di,po~ition, 
it is only some vain or trifling passion yon ,vi~h 
to grati(v; as, in the in tancc of th is afternoon, 
yon mny be sure it was only c11riosity that in­
flucnc<·d yon, or you ,vould 11ot Jrnyc heen so 
angry when a -work of charity interfered with your pleasure." 

Ellen readily acknm-rlcdgrcl her mistake; and 
the t.enc~erness of her aunt ,ras so clearly seen in 
the mildnc s of lier reproofs, that by this man­
ner she gained more ascendancy o-n•r the minds 
of l1e·r nieces, than if she had severely punished 
them for every fault. It was indeed by the cords 
of affection that she bound them io herself, and 
by thus reasoning i'.iih them on their general 
conduct, she laicl the foundation of their future 
Jiappine s; by teaching tJ1em to bring all their 
action to this unerring te t, ,rhether the mo­
tiYc, as well a · the action itself, was sud{ as 
would be approYe<l by Goo. 
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CIL\.PTER IV. 

" "'hen heaven -born Charity 

" Expands the heart, and prompts the liberal hand 

'' to soo the di~trcs!i," 
13oWDLFll.. 

-
'l'irn nex.1. morning, l\Irs . Irvin proposed going 

into the village, and calling at Dame Hunt's in 

her way home. Ellen felt conscious of not de­

serving to go ,Yith her ; but her fears \YCre soon 

removed by her aunt's telling her, as well as her 

sister, i.o grt ready to accompany her. 

After they hacl visiieJ the scho0l, ancl called 

on i. wo or three olcl and sick people; they went 

to the cottage, where, instead of the children 

they had seen the day before, a woman of very 

decent appearance, but looking very ill, was 

walking in the garden; and as they approached 

the house, she openr<l the gate ·which led i.o it. 

:Mrs. In-in asl,ecl, if Dame Hunt "·as within, and 

,\as followed by the stranger up the walk, who 

n pprarrd i.o haye scarcely strength to answer 

her q nest ion. 
" l am afraid yon arc not ,-rcll," aid 1Irs. 

Irvin, very kindly; " hayc you been long 

ill :" 
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" c, t. 1- ,,.. ' " __ 1 h ' .:,ome une, itla am, answern.1. s .e; ' iron .. 

ble has brought me fo this ill state of health." 
At this moment, the old -Yroman came to the 

door, and without regarding t~c company, she 
cried out, " 0 Mrs. Forbes, rnal e haste, ru1d 
come in, I <lo believe vour ch;Icl i5 almost ., dead!'' 

" ,vhat do you mean ?" saiJ the poor lrO• 
mun, exerting all her strength to reach the house; 
" not my poor 1\lary, I hope?" 

" No, my dear mother," cried a voice from 
within; " pray don't be frightened; indeed I nm not much hurt." 

Mrs. Irvin was now within the door, where 
she saw the poor little girl her nieces had men-
,. 1 1-.: _ __ -- ,, n_ -- -:.1, 1-.,.,.,.. +:,~n !Ind nerk llUlJeu, 1 J 111g Ull llle llUUl l'l' lL.U ll\,.l .1U.\..'-J '--&- ~-covered with blood. 

" 011, what is the maHcr ?" said the aifrighted 
mother; "how did this happen? my dear 
Mary, what shall I do for you ?"-and, weakened 
by illness and alarm, she burst into tears. 

Mrs. Irvin hardly knew which t.o assist :first; 
but with her usual composure, she <lcsirrcl the 
old wom:m to get some ·water for 1\frs. Forbes, 
while she r<.iiscd the poor ch ·1c1 from Hie ground, 
who, on hearing her motl1<'r's . obs, ·was still 
more dislrrssc<l, and attempting to move, sl1c 
said, " ~'.'.fy dear mother, where are you? 1 nm 
not hurt, indeed I am no1; pn,y don't err so; 
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-let me come to you," added she, stretching 

out her arms; "where are you? and who is 

here besides you?" 

" Herc are none but friends," said Mrs. Irvin, 

kindly taking her hand, and leading her to­

wards her mother ; " your mother is only 

frightened, but you must set her a better ex­

ample; and when we have ·washed your face, 

and put someihing over this slight wound in 

your forehead, you will be quite well again." 

The poor woman now began to recover her• 

self, and rose to help her chilcl.-" How good 

you are, :Ma'am," said she; " I am sure you 

take too much trouble about us ; but indeed I 
was so frightened at first, that even now I am 

fit for nothing; my dear child, I can do nothing 

for you ;"-and on observing the deep cut in 
her forehead, she again burst into tears. " You 
are needlessly alarmed," said Mrs. Irvin, as she 

wiped the little girl's face; " it is but a very 

small wound; but Dame Hunt was very un­

guarded to alarm you a she did." 

" \Vhy, dear heart alive, 1Ia'am," said the 

old woman, " if you had but seen the poor 

child, she did not say a word, but there she lay 

all as if she wa <lead, and the blood gushing out 

so! I only went up stairs to fetch something I 

wanted, and ~he was sitting very quietly, and 
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out of tl1c wny of cyery thing; but "hen I 
cnme back, there she was lying upon the floor 
all oycr blood, ancl tLe two iron candlesticks upon her!" 

" How came you there, my dear?'' said l\Jr . 
Irvin, "you should not lu:rre moyed without 
any body in the room." 

" My sister Betsy is gone ont, l\fa'am," un­
Slrcrrd the little girl; " and 1 thought that I 
·would try and cut some paper; for I vcr5· 
often employ myself in that manner, und n 1 
1.ne·w mother was in the ganlcn, an<l Bet y had 
told me that the sci sars and paper ,Ycre upon 
tJie shelf, I thought I ,roulcl get up and feel 
along it, till I found what I wanted; but I did 
not know that tL.e candlesticks lrere there, aud I 
believe I pushed them dmrn, ancl that frightened 
me so, that 1 fell down myself, nml i11cy cuL 
my face a little; when Dame 1T1mi cnme in, I 
could not . peak dircdly; but I little thought 
&he would call my dear motlier, and frighten l1cr." 

" I am much belier now, my dcnr, '' a id lWr . . 
Forbes, advancing to 1,er, and wishi11g to take 
tlJC trouble from :Mrs. Irvi11, Yd10 was ·till ,va h­
incr the for<'head of the child. Ellen and Anna 
J1ad 1)food all the time in silent affright, not 
lrnowiug what to do; bui still they "isl,cd to 

j 

e 
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assist the poor little girl; and when she was 

again seated, they each ·went, and taking her 

hand, enquired, " how she felt herself?" 

'' These are two little girls that came with 

me," said l\:Irs. Irvin; "they wish to help you 

if they could." 
The little stranger seemed much pleased with 

tlieir attention, and ans,yered all their enquiries 

with great civility. ~1rs. Irvin now asked how 

long they had been in the .neighbourhood, and 

·what hacl hrought them there? And from Mrs. 

Forbes's account, she learned that she had ex­

perienced great troubles,' particularly after the 

dcttth of her husband, ,vho died just as he had 

entered on a very good business at Rochester, in 

which his own endeavours, and the kindness of 

l1i friends, seemed to promise him success., till 

his ill state of health damped all their comforts. 

They had married very young; and their pa­

rrnts c1yiug soun aftrr, they were much dis­

tressed, till, by the athicc of their friends, they 

took to the bn iness above mentioned. Soon 

after they were married, they had these two 

children ; the youngest of whom had bren blind 

from two years old. "\Vhen her husband died, 

Mrs. Forbes thought it too great an undertaking 

to continue the bu incss, particularly as he 

feared her own health began to decline; and 

therefore, as soon as she could, she disposed of 
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the stock; of which, as they had begun trade 
in confined circumstances, the first expcncB 
were not entirely paid off; and when all came 
to be settled, she found she had little else to de­
pend on for the support of herself and children, 
hut her own industry.-Shc then commenced 
mantua-making, and took in plain work; but 
with her utmost exertions, she found ii very dif­
ficult to gain a livelihood ;-one poor child 
could do nothing to assist her, and all the time 
of the other was nearly occupied in attending­
on her sister. In addition to all this, the poor 
widow found her health daily getting worse, 
her work failed her, and she was ofteu in want 
of absolute necessaries, till at length a charitable 
friend offered to pay for her l1aving medical ad­
vice. Iler complaint was declared consump­
tive, aml nothing but change of air was likely 
to remove it. She was much alarmed on hearing 
this, and the dread of leaving her children so 
young and J1elpless, made her extremely an­
xious to follow this advice. The ame kind 
friend who at first procured the attendance of a 
physician for her, now offered to <lo all in J1er 
power to assist her in the e, -pences of her re­
moval; and as Dame Hunt wa · a relation of her 
hu band, whom she had often visited in his life­
time, she thought of coming to her cottage, 
whc ·c, she flattered herself, she should soon rc-

5 
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gain her health, and be able to do something 
which should prevent her being burthensome to 
the poor old woman; and she immediately wrote 
her a letter, describing her situation, and beg­
ging to be admitted into her house for a short 
time. On receiving this letter, no selfish idea 
entered the mind of Dame Hunt, such as, it 
was likely this poor woman would die, and 
then the children would be left to her care : she 
had studied her Ilible, and there she learned, 
that " He that hath pity upon the poor, 
lcndeth unto the Lonn;" and that " whatsoever 
he doeth, it shall be recom penscd unto him."­
" These people arc poorer than I," sai<l she 
to herself; "and surely, it is my duty to help 
them all I can. "-She therefore sent for the 
schoolmaster to come and write her a letter, that 
she might send to l\1rs . Forbes, "and tell her 
to come as -soon as ever she liked." Though 
blunt in her manners, Dame Hunt had a feeling 
heart; and when she saw the miserable appear­
ance of this dejected family, still more so from 
a long and fatiguing journey, with little or no 
accommodations on the road, she could not re­
frain from tears. They stoppe<l at the door of 
her cottage about seven o'clock in the evening, 
in a little cart which had been hired by the 
friend already spoken of, to convey them thi­
ther; and when she saw their helpless appcar-

n 
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ance, she exclaimed, with pity, " Poor crea­
tlues, how ill they looks! come in, and wel­
come ;-sure, sure, I never thought to see you 
so! but ' the LoRD taketh up, and casteth 
down.' How well I remember when Tom 
Forbes, as we used to call him, came down here 
the last time; why, he looked like a gentleman,­
but now he is gone, and my poor old gaffer is 
dead also :-but do not fear, my good woman," 
added she, observing Mrs. Forbes shed tears at 
the mention of her husband, " all is for the 
best; and upon my word, I be glad to sec you, 
and, as I told you in my letter, you shall be 
welcome io stay as long as you like; I have got 
victuals enow for you and myself too, Gon 
be thanked for it !"-Such was the reception 
this good old ·woman gave her distressed kins­
woman; and on hearing the recital of their 
misfortunes which Mrs. Forbes now gave to 
l\Irs. Irvin, she renewed her promises of as­
sistance as far as she was able, an<l again re­
peated her hearty declarations of welcome . 

.1\Irs. Irvin soon after took her leave, and put­
ting half-a-crown into l\frs. Forbes's hand, pro­
mised to call again Ycry soon. As they walked 
home, she was anxious to consider in what way 
she could be most serviceable to this family: 
and first, the poor woman herself seemed most 
to want her assistance, whose health 5he hoped, 

t 
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by strengthening food and good nursing, migl1t 

be recoyered ; Ellen and Anna could think or 

talk of nothing else.-" O, how bad it must be 

to be blind!" said Anna; " what should we do, 

sister, if either of us were so!" 

" I cannot think," answered Ellen: "and 

then the poor woman so ill too ;-I did not like 

Dame Hunt at first, for calling out and frighten­

ing her so; but afterwards, I did,-she seems 

such a good old woman." 

" Indeed she is," replied lVIrs. Irvin; " I 
wish we had all the same dispositions ;-to be 

sure, she wanted discretion in saying so abruptly, 

that the child was dead, and alarming the poor 

mother; but perhaps there are some who would 

think she slic-wed a greater want of it, when she 

took three people into her house in the circum-

tances these are in : but I like her much the 

better for it, and shall always respect her for 

such hearty benevolence; for, though she talks 

of " ·hat she has as being enough for all, I know 

it i not what many people, even in her situation, 

,votLld think sufficient for one person to live 

comfortably on.-" Do you not now see," con• 

tinned l\frs. Irvin, addressing Ellen, " that our 

going this morning is much better than last 

night? for now, we were able i.o assist the little 

girls in more ways than by giving them money; 

ancl in all 1)Iobability the poor woman would 
D 2 
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have been still more frightened, if she had not 
so soon been assured that there was no reason for 
Dame Hunt's alarm." 

Ellen acknowledged the truth of her observa­
tion, and again asked pardon for her impa­
tience.-" I have entirely forgiYen that," said 
lier good aunt; " and I only mention it, that 
you may learn from this instancf', that we arc 
very improper judges of what we call fortu­
nate or unfortunate, in such unavoidable cir­
cumstances; and even the foture life of the 
poor woman whom 1-vc have seen to-dny, may 
prove the truth of what I say ;-hPr misfortunes 
may, in the end, produce good to her." 

It was in this manner Mrs. Irvin made every 
incident productive of instruction to her nieces, 
and they were soon taught to consider even t11e 
most trifling events as under the direction of 
PRoVIDEXCE; and that it is according io our 
conduct under them, w hcthcr they may be 
styled good or evil. 

N oT all the attention of 1\Irs. Irvin coul<l re­
store health to the poor invalid; but by fre­
quently conversing with her, she taug ht lier to 
resign herself and children to the will of Gon, 
and from the assurances of Scripture to feel a 
comfortable hope, that those who trust in the 
AL:\IIGHTY, shall never be forsaken, 
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As it sremed to be the wish of the anxious 

mother, Mrs. Irvin promised that the eldest 

girl should be admitted inio her school in the 

village, the next vacancy; and also told her, 

that every endeavour should be used to gain ad­

mission for the second into a chool in London 

for blind children, where he would be in­

structed to do something towards her own sup­

port.-Dame Hunt declared, that while she 

lived, they neither of them should want a home; 

"and never you fear," said the good old woma11, 

"but what Gon will raise up friends for your 

children a deal better than I am, should it 

please Him to take me out of this world; ' Ile 

is ihe Father of the father le~~,." 

I\'.Irs. Forbes felt as a mother at the thougl1ts 

of parting from her children, but she blessed 

Gon for having brought her to this place, and 

given her an opportunity of seeing the instru­

ments by which He would graciously provide 

for them :-" Had I died at Rochester," said 

shf', "what uncertainty shonld I have left tlicrn 

iu ! And for myse1f, also, I have reason to he 

trnly thankful; by these good friends I am ir -

strncted in the way of everlasting lifo; and I 

need not now foar to die, since the door of 

Heaven is opcne<l un~o me by a merciful SA• 
VIOUR," 

D 3 
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Not many days after this, the poor womnn 
died, having spent nearly six months at :Mil­
wood, and experienced great kindness both from 
lWrs. Irvin and 1\iir. Herbert, ·who frequently 
visited her, and from wll01YJ. she liad the satis .. 
faction of he,uiug that her unfortunate child 
would be admitted into the school a bovc men­
tioned; and that Mrs. Irvin had determined to 
send her up to town with Martin, with whom 
she was now well acquainted, having spent a 
great deal of time with her <luring lier mothe1's L -,. '-S. 

This poor little girl would often say; " I 
wisl~ I ::;r, , I l help my dear mother; I wisl1 I 
could ~N, 1,e .. ! .::mt I shall in Heaven; there \Ye 
shall never be parted, and I shall open my eyes, 
and see much better things than are to be seen 
in this world!" 

On h aring of her motl1er's death, for a while 
she seemed much .:iffocted: but on l\fartin'1, en­
deavouring to give her comfort by reminding 
lier of thr superior happinrE-s she 1tas now en­
joying, she exclaimed; " Oh, I ·will pray to 
Gon t.o make me a goo<l girl, that I may go to 
that delightful place, where my dear mother is 
gone; if I am good, I may go 1hrrc,-may not 
I?" asked she, with great carnestucss. 

" Y cs, my dear," returned l\Iartin; " tlie 
ame SAVIOUR ,, ho died for ihc pardon of her 



THE TWl~ SISTERS. 53 

sins, diecl also for yours; and for His sake, Gon 

w·ill receive you into Heaven, as well as all 

those ·who trust in Him. 
'\Vhcn the time came for her admittance into 

the school above mentioned, Mary Forbes was 

bet ween ten and eleven, and her sister thirteen ; 

-they had never been separated before, and it 

was now a great grief to them; but as l\Irs. 

Irvin thought it right, they both endeavoured 

to conceal their regret: yet when the day came, 

l\1ary had need of all her fortitude to bear the 

parting; what she had lately heard, had taught 

her the necessity of resignation, to support the 

evils of this life, and she earnestly prayed that 

in this trial she might possess it.-'' Do not cry, 

my dear Betsy," said she; " I shall do all in 

my power to learn whatever is taught me, as 

quick as ever I can ; and then I shall come 

home, and be able to do something for you, 

and to help Dame Hunt, who has been so good 

t.o ,us: you know, Gon is always with us, and 

I hope He will as ist my endeavours." 

Bet y could ·carcely peak for tears; bui she 

tried to imitate her sister, and in the most earnest 

ex.pres ions she lxggcd her not to forget her, or 

any thing that hacl been said to her since she 

came to Milwood: they parted cvcral times, 

and still returned to kiss rach other a.gain, till 

poor Ellen and Anna could not help expressing 

D 4 
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a wisJ1, that t11eir aunt ·would let them bot ti 
stay there :-" vV e can work for .Mary," saicJ 
they; " and Martin can teach her a great many 
things. "-But 1Wrs. Irvin soon convinced them 
of the impropriety of their reques, : " lT ou 
know," said she, "tlmt it is but for a short 
time she is going; and would you wisI1 to de­
prive her of t11e only opportunity she Irns of 
ever I earning to support l1erself? Think hov, 
much worse it would be, were we to die before 
her, and she to be left dcstitnte; she would 
have reason to blame us for this false feeling." 

This reasoning seemed equally to aflect all 
who heard it; and l\Iary, loosening her hand 
from her sister's, as she gave her a last affec­
tionate kiss, turning to lVIartin, said with great 
firmness; "I am ready to go, and I onght to 
be happy to go; the coach will wait for us : " 
for they were to walk a few miles to meet the 
London stage, in which, places ha<l been taken 
for them from the neighbouring town. " Good 
b'ye, my dear sister; Gon blc ... s you all-all!"­
said she, as she hurried along the passage; and 
when out of the house, she repeated her prayer 
that Gon would bless all whom she had left in 
it, "and I thank Him," said she, emphatically, 
" for all their kindness to me and mine!"-

l\lartin lrns t.o stay in town that ,reek, or 
perhaps longer, with some friends whom slie 

,, 
I 
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wished to sec there : so that before her return, 
lvlary would be settled and acquainted with the 
school, and she hoped to be able to send such 
an account of her situation as would make her 
sister comfortable; she was also to be introduced 
to some acquaintance of J\Irs. Irvin, who pro­
mised. often to go and sec her there. On being 
frequently reminded of this, Betsy grew more 
reconciled to their separation; and when l\lartin 
returned, ancl related the kindness with which 
she had been received by l\Irs. Irvin's friends, 
she rejoiced that her wishes 1espccting her sister 
had not been complied with; she went con• 
stantly to school, anc.1, though older than many 
of the children, was not ashamed to begin with 
the least; and, by a strict attention, she soon 
made great improvement. Dame Hunt was very 
fond of her, and as she grew more infirm, de­
clared, that "she should not know what to do 
without her;" while by every ,my in her 
pmver, Betsy endeavoured to shew her grati­
tude to this, her first friend, who had behaved 
with such kindness to herself and sister, when 
they were poor and helpless strangers. 

NoTIIING more material happened to our 
young heroines during the first four or five years 
of their stay ·with Mrs. Irvin ;-they passed 
their time in an uniform course of improvc-

n 5 
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men1; and when their kind instructress had her• 
self thoroughly grounded tliem in the various 
branches of their education, she spared no ex­
pence to procure tbem the best masters th~ cow1 .. 
try afforded; nor were they taught the accom­
plishments their rank in life seemed to require, 
with the idea that they were to make a figure in 
the world, but that in whatever circumstances 
they might in future be placed, they should be 
capable of adding either io the improvement, 
or amusement of others.-vVith all this, the 
strictest attention wrs paid to their religious im­
provement, t!1e superior importance of which 
they were taught, both by the precept and ex­
ample of their aunt. Nothincr was allowed to 
interfere with their duty to Gon ; on the con­
trary, their various employments were often in­
terrupted by works of piety and charity.­
" These," said l\frs. Irvin, " will fit yon for 
more lasting enjoyment; they are necessary to a 
happy Eternity, and arc certainly more worthy 
our attention than those fleeting accomrlishmenis 
which can be of service to you only in this life, 
and probably but for a very small portion of it: 
for, a thousand things may prevent your im­
provement of them: while good works will re­
main hereafter, and your reward will be, though 
not for them, yet in proportion to them." 

3 



THE TWIN SISTERS. 59 

Mrs. Stanley wrote once or twice to l1er sister 

duriug this period, expressing herself much 

obliged by her attention to her children, and 

pleased with the account she heard of their im­

provement; but with great coolness towards 

themselves, she gave a long account of the splen­

dour of the East, the balls and entertainments 

she was continually engaged in: but as to the 

time of their return, she said she could not get 

Mr. Stanley to fix any; but whenever they 

revisited England, she hoped it would be in a 

style far superior to any of their former ac­

quaintance. 
After two years absence from her friends, 

Mary Forbes returned to them, much benefited 

by the charitable instructions she had received: 

he was now enabled to do many things which 

before she was incapable of, and, when fully 

employed, could earn several shillings a week. 

How often <lid she thank Mrs. Irvin for putting 

her in the way of learning to provide for her­

self, and bless the institution which was thus 

alleviating the misfortune of other poor chil­

dren. Betsy was delighted to sec her; and after 

her return, went no more to school, but devoted 

her whole time to the care of her sister, and of 

Dame Hunt, who was now very much enfeebled. 

Ellen and Anna used frequently to visit them, 

and while Betsy was otherwise engaged, would 

D 6 
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read to the old woman and Mary, such books as 
reconciled them to their lot in this life, and en• 
couraged them, through the merits of a RE­
DEEMER, to look for a glorious inl1eritance 
hereafter : nor were their attentions confined to 
this family alone; every poor person in the parish 
had reason to bless Gon for them, and 1-rere 
daily offering up prayers to Him for their liap­
pine.ss and long continuance among them. 



• 

THE T,VIN SISTERS. 

CHAPTER V. 

-
___ cc The spring-time of our years 
" ls soon dishonour'd, and defil'd in most, 
" By budding ills that ask a prudent hand 
" To check them." 

CowPJ!:ll, -

61 

'ivlns. Irvin observed, tl1at though, from being 
constantly in her society, the impatience an<l 
irritability of Ellen's temper was much suppres­
sed, it was far from being subdued ; and now 
that she had for so long a time given her nieces 
an opportunity of observing the advantages re­
sulting from the plan of education she had pur• 
sued, she was desirous they should also see the 
diflerence of the more general mode; and that, 
from their own experience, they should form 
their judgment of each . 

For this reason, she proposed sending an in­
vitation to the daughters of some former friends 
of their parents, a l\Ir. and Mrs. Arnold, with 
whom Mrs. Stanley had been staying at the 
time of her marriage. Mrs. Arnold had also, in 
her younger days, been intimate with Mrs. Irvin; 
and though it was seldom they had met since 
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that time, an appearance of friendship was still 
kept np between them. 

Though Mrs. Arnold was gay and dissipated, 
she thought it necessary to give J1er children 
what is called, a good education; and the two 
eldest, at the time Ellen and Anna came to their 
aunt's, had been to a very capital school nearly 
a twelvemonth. It was these young ladies ~Irs. 
Irvin wished to introduce to lier nieces; par­
ticularly as the parents of each were connected, 
Mr. Stanley being a distant relation of Mrs. 
Arnold; and t11e letters which 1\-frs. Irvin now 
and then received from lJCr, abounded with so­
licitous enquiries respecting the children of lier 
friend. 

Ellen and Anna were too happy in the ociety 
of each other, and found too many ways of 
occupying their time, to wish much for the 
company of others: yet the thought of he­
coming acquainted with some young people in 
the same rank of life as themselves, pleased them 
in idea, and they were anxious to hear if the 
invitation their aunt had sent, would be ac­
cepted : but no sooner did the letter arrive, 
which brought the thanks of Mr. Arnold, and 
her promise, that, as t.be Mid ummrr holidays 
were approaching, her <laughters should, im• 
mediately on their commencement, visit l\Irs .. 
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Irvin, than they felt more uneasiness than plea .. 

sure in the expectation of their arrival;-· 

" \Vhat shall ,ve do?" said Anna; "how are 

we to entertain them ?-they arc both older than 

,ve are; and my aunt says they have been to 

school for so many years, that I dare say they 

know a great deal more than we do." 
" I don't know that," said Ellen; "for I 

have heard Mr. Herbert say, that it is not at 

schools young folks learn the most: for my part, 

I am determined not to be afraid of them ; I shall 

say, that I know both music and drawing very 

\Yell."-

" Stop, my dear," said Mrs. Irvin, inter­

rupting her; "let not a wish to exalt yourself in 

their opinion, put you upon telling untruths; 

it is not likely, that you should either play or 

draw so well as these young ladies, who have 

had the best masters for so long a time : assure 
yourself, that they will soon discover what you 

can, as well as what you cannot do: children 

more ignorant than yourselves, have hitherto 

been your companions; and there is nothing 

unpleasant in the idea, since you have endea­

voure.cl, as far as yon were capable of it, to im­

prove them ; but now you are to be introduced 

into very different society, yet remembrr, that 

'high and low, rich and poor, are all alike in the 

sight of GoD ;'-and let not their opinion which 
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in this re..;pect may be very opposite to yours, 
make you act otherwise than you liave done. 
Though your manners may not be so fashionable 
as theirs, be uniformly good-natnred, and let us 
shew t]1em the politeness of a Christian rather than that of the gay world." 

IN less tban a fortnight, the young visitors 
arrived, in their father's chariot, attended by 
a footman on l10rseback. Ellen and Anna, when 
tliey saw the carriage approach, looked at each 
other with apprehension ;-they knew not ·wJ1e­
thcr to run to the door to welcome their guests, or fly up stairs to hide themselves. 

" VVhen Mary Forbes came home," said 
Anna, "we ,vere not at a loss how to receive her; we were glad to see her." 

" So you will to see these young ladies, I 
l10pe," said their aunt; "come with me and meet them in the hall." 

" Yes, we will," said Ellen, re urning lier 
boasted courage; " w11at have we to be afraid 
of ?-the manners of tJ1e outside are of very little consequence." 

As she spoke this, the i\,fiss Arnolds entered 
the house. They were genteel-looking girls, 
and without that forwardness of manner, too 
often seen in those young ones of the present 
age, who, by being introduced so early into the 

' ., ., 
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w01kl, lose the simplicity and engaging difli• 

dcncc of youih, 1Yhich once was looked upon 
ns ihe presage of advancing ,vorth. 

l\fr . Irvin received them with aflcciion, when 

~he considered they were the ~bildren of her 

earliest friend; and she introduced them to lier 
nieces, by whom they were conducted to the 

parlour; ,,here again sheexprcssedhcrsclfhappy 

, to sec them : and .Ellen and Anna, by every at4 

tcntio11 in their power, endeavoured to lessen the 

mYkwar<lne~s which they could not help sus­

pecting, even ladies so used to the world must 

fre1, on being introduced to entire strangers. 

'l'hc usual civilities passed bci ween them ; n nd 

it ,ms not long before all 11arties seemed ac• 

quaintoo with each other. The evening was far 
a-lvanced; and the l\Iiss Arnolds having been so 

long a journey that <lny, made it an excuse for 

retiring early to rest. 

The sisters rose the next morning at their usual 

time : but though they allowed a later hour to 
their visitors, they were surprised to find they 

fur exceeded it. l\!Irs. Irvin thought it neccs~ 

sary to wa.it breakfast for them ; and Ellen and 

Anna. had reatl and repeatecl most of their lessons, 

before the ~1iss .Arnolds appeared. 

After brcakfa t, their aunt thought it best to 

leave them entirely alone; and with a loo~ of 
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~ncouragemcnt to her nieces, 1Yho fearfully saw 
her dl~part, she left the room. Ellen tl1en asked 
Miss Arnold, if she would favour them by sit­
ting- down to the piano :-this request ,n1s rea­
dily complied with; and the eklrst 1Hiss Arnold 
played a very difficult piece ·with great execu­
tion : her skter next took her seat: and after­
wards Ellen and .Anna; the former had very 
early shewn a taste for music; and her , isitor 
1.vas surprised, if not a Wile mortificcl, io lii1el 
her performance far surpassed 1hc i<lca ~he lrnd 
formed of what could be learned .from a ronntry­mastcr. 

Charlotte (which was the name of the scc011d 
l\Iiss Ar1! ,!d) payed little attention to Ellen's • 
playing-, but seemed more anxious to enter into 
conversation ·with Anna, in whom she thought 
she had discovered a strong likeness to one of 
her school-fellows :-" Ilow old arc you ?'' rn­
q nire<l she; " for I declare yon arc ju t like 
l\tliss B**, and exactly her size nlso: arc you 
yom1gcr ihan your sister?" continued she. 

" "\Ve are between fourtcrn and fif,ceu," an• 
swercd Anna; " do not you 1\.now, that my 
sister and myself arc of the same age?'> 

" ·Yon are twins then," rcplie<l Charlotte; 
"I had forgoitrn it; how plc~sant that must be? 
for, you mnst, know I hate an cl<lcr sister vastly; 
in general they are so com11rinc.lit1g; but I sup .. 

p 
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,-pose you love each other beUer than other 
sisters?" 

Anna smiled.-" I don't know," said she; 

" we shall see, perhaps, while you are here; at 
present, we have not known any sisters who do 
not loYc each other." 

" Ah, you allude to what I have said," re­
plied her companion; " but to tell you the 
truth, you may expect to sec my sister and me 
quarrel ten times a day; at least, if you were at 
school with us, I am sure you wonld; for there, 
being the eldest, she has some little authority 
over me: nnd l assul'e you she cx.crciflcs it very 
severely." 

Anna knew not what answer to make, and en­
deavoured to change the conversation by asking 
the age of her new acquaint:1.~1ce. 

" I am almost fifteen," returned Charlotte; 
" and my sister is more than !-i.xteen: I hope, 
therefore, she will soon leave school: then, Au­
gusta, one younger than myself, will come; 
and it will be my turn to have power over her, 
and I shall make her know what I have felt 
under Harriet." 

Anna was quite startled.-" Surely," said she, 
" that will be very cruel! I should think, if I 
had experienced want of kindness in my sister, 
I should be morr anxious to shew it to another,,, 
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"Oh no, you would not," replied the nn ... 
feeling girl; " if you were at school, you would 
soon learn a difrerent opinion: it is very pretty 
to talk as you <lo; and we often meet ,rith such 
line sentiments in our lessons; but no one thinks of putting them in practice." 

During this conversahm, the other ladies Iiacl 
gone up stairs; and Clrnrlotte propo ed follow­
ing them. Anna attended her in silence. 

" Is this what is learnt at boardiHg-schools ?'' 
thought s11e: " t11rn we have nothing to regret: 
-if we had brrn t11ere, perhaps I :;hould Jrnve liatcd my sister!" 

Ell('ll aml .i-\ rum smiiecl on rach other, as thry 
observed tbc var·ous ornaments their vi itors Jrn<l 
brought; ,\- hile they evidently enjoyeJ ihc sur­
prise expressed by tliem, on seeing so many 
things which to them appeared useless and un­ncce sary. 

" Look at i.l1is muslin frock," s~id 1\Tiss Ar­
nold; "it is what I ·wore on our last public day, 
and quite a fashionable make: for the mantna­
maker assured me, she had rnndc bnt one brforr, 
and that was for Lady Charlotte ..r-l"-:;..*. I wore 
this wreath of roses round my 11eat.l ;--don't you think them pretty?" 

" V cry pretty," answered Ellen : " but 1 am 
sorry you brought them here, as I fear you ,'rill 
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not have an opportunity of wearing them; and 
their being so closely packed, seems to have in­
jured them already." 

" O, that is of no consequence," replied the 
other ; " I should not take them to school the 
next half year ; the ladies would think it very 
odd 1o see the same things come back again : I 
knew this was a very retired situation, an<l there­
fore brought them, as I thought they 1Yould be 
new here." 

" Quite new indeed!" answered Ellen, with 
a smile; " such a dress as this, would excite the 
astonishment of all the people in the vilbge: I 
really wish you had not brought things half so 
smart." 

" ~Iy dear child," said Harriet, " would you 
not have us dress according to our rank in life? 
our situation demands it of us; and to regard 
our appearance, is what our governess always 
inculcates." 

" You must excuse my ignorance," said 
Ellrn with unconcern; " I did not know that 
dress was so absolutely necessary to denote our 
rank or situation in life; but I am sure it is not 
so here; for, every one rcspeds my good aunt, 
though I never saw her but in the plainest 
dress." 

i' Your aunt," returned Harriet, " is out of 
the world; but we are just entering into it; I 
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J10pe she docs not mean to regulate your apparel 
by her own.-"\Vhen you come to London, (as, 
when ~Ir. and ~Irs. Stanley return from abroad, 
I suppose you will,) I assure you, you will find 
many things necessary in regard to dress, of 
which at present you have no idea; and your 
good aunt in her plain suit, would have little 
reg-ard paid to her in the large circle of the 
fashionable ·world." 

" It must Le a very strange world," answered 
EJlen rather indignantly, while the colour rose 
in her cheeks at hearing her aunt so spoken of, 
" that would not regard and respect her also; 
nncl I sl10ulcl not lrish to belong to it." 

Ivirs. Irvin now very opportunely entered the 
room, and pnt an end to their conversation. 

\'Vhen the business of unpacking was over, 
they returned to the parlour; and thinking it 
too warm to walk, l\lrs. Irvin begged to hear 
:Miss Arnold sing the last new song: and thus, 
with the help of the piano, the time passed 
away till dinner was announced. 

1n the evening, their amiable Jrnstess proposed 
a walk to the village, the rural and retired situa­
tion of which their visitors seemed much pleased 
witl1. It was a lovely evening, and no view 
could be more beautiful than that ,vliich pre­
sented itself on their leaving Mrs. Irvin's gar• 
clcn; the trees wern in full leaf, and, tinged with 
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the setting sun, they imme<liatly attracted the 

notice of the strangers. 
" ,v e cannot sec such trees as these in the 

squares of London," said H'.arriet; " I must ac­
knowledge, that a walk in a country like this, 
is far preferable to the slow and uniform pace 
with which we arc obliged_ to follow our gover­
ness, one behind another, round the ganlen of 
the square, or up and down the measured path 
of the Park." 

In the course of their walk, they called on one 
or two of the poor people who were nuwell; and 
on their return, they again had recourse to the 
music, which very agreeably passed away the 

evcnmg. 
" There are very few ladies among us," said 

:Miss Arnold to Ellen, " who play as you do; 
you certainly have quite a genius for music; 
you can sing also, I dare say? and I should 
like to hear you." 

Ellen was going to answer, when her aunt 
replied by saying, "l'T ou will soon have an op .. 
portunity, my dear, of hearing us all sing : for 
we have an old-fashioned custom in this house, 
of family-prayer; and -,,ye generally sing a hymn 
before we pray.'' 

Harriet smiled.~" I thought that it was only 

at schools that prayers were read to us; our 
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governess does that, every morning and evening; 
-I shall think myself with her again :-but "\\C 

never sing I1ymns," continued she; "it is so 
mcthodistical." 

l\1rs. Irrin now smiled in her turn, and an­
swered, " that was an appellation she ·was not 
afraid of; and," said shr, " this is a method 
productive of so much pleasure, that I should 
be sorry to give it up; in former times it was 
thought a great help to devotion; and I believe 
it is still rctainecl in many families from that 
motive." 

Such reasoning was quite unintrlligible to ~Ii. s 
Arnold; bnt she "as prevented answering-, by 
the entrance of the servants; and while Ellen 
played the Evening Hymn, accompanying it 
with her voice, the whole family joined in the 
solemn strain; nor could these young ladies help 
a silent acknowledgement, that they had never 
before felt so devoutly inclined, as when, at the 
conclusion, each knelt down, and ~Irs. Irvin 
read a prayer with grrat solemnity, that for the 
time they wished they could experience the same, 
'\\Len joining in the prayers at school; but there, 
it was performed in so indolent a manner, and 
appeared to be so much of form introduced in 
the midst of very contrary pursuits, that little 
else but their length was thought of dur.u1g the 
time of reading them. 

rr 

tO 



'THI: TWIX SISTEftS. 73 
The serious surprise wliich appeared in their 
countenances, attracted the notice of l\1rs. Irvin; 
l\•ho, after the servants had left the room, en­
quired what time their governess read prayers? 
" O, just before bed-time, l\Ia'am," answered 
Charlotte, "after we have supped, and are all got 
to play, or quarrelling together, (for I think we 
do one as much as the o1hcr,) she enters the 
room, and breaks up all our parties by calling 
u to prayers, which I can't say we much at­
tend to. \V c go to bed; unless sometimes, when 
the rules arc not so strictly attended to, we are 
allowed to finish our game of play before the 
bed-bell is rung." 

l\Irs. Irvin commended h2r for thinking snch 
a way of performing our devotions was not quite 
right: and after supper they chatted together 
for about an hour, during lvhich time our he­
roines found still more rraimn to rejoice at not 
having been to school. They ,Ycre astonished 
at the tricks and sly ways, as their visitors 
tcrmrcl many of the anecdotes they told them, 
which to J~llcn and ~\.nna appeared little less than 
cheating and decciYing each other, while the 
l\] iss ..Arnolds were much entertained at the sm·• 
pri e they expressed, and considered it as a 
degree of ignorance exciting mirth rather than 
congratulation. 

E 



The next morning, the l\fiss Arnolds we-re 
bw,ily employed in ·work; each was netting a 
pur. c for her parents, which she meant to 
carry them on 1JCr return : these, our heroines 
were so pleased ·with, that they immediately de­
termined to do the same for their father and 
mother:-" \V c arc to ·write to them, by tl1e 
nrxt . hips," said Anna; " and my mmt says I 
~hall send the dnnring I nm now about, if I 
tin i h it as ·well as I ha vc br!!'lm ~ but I think I ' -nm do the purse litewi ·c, if you will gi vc me ~OmC' instruction." 

This was readily promi eel, and ~Irs. In·iH 
;rilliugly agreed to the proposal, proYiclcd it 
did 110( prevent her a1ten1ion to il1c dnrn·in,2', 
1d1ich he particularly \\i:-.hcd to send thrm; as 
it '"'s from .:\·at ure, nnd rcpn ented a. part of 
1l1c village of ~lilwoml, •wl1i.-ch was very pictu­
rr~rp1r. They w<·re now -<'ager to lose no t imc 
b<-fore il1ey hr~an their pur cs: and their aunt 
allowc'Cl the servant to ~o 1 l1~L afternoon to the 
neighbouring town to procure the materials-: so 
ready ,Hts she ahraJs to grant fhcm "\\ hat wa::; 
not improper. 

The next day, the ,York ,ms h<'gun, and t1i.e 
,~hole morning was eJJgngecl in perfecting them­
selves in it, till 1Irs. 1 rvin began to fear t1H'y 
would net allow time enough to their ,i iton,' 
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amu. cmcnt, 1\ ho already, by their listlessness, 
b{'gan to shew they should not be sorry when 
the time they were to stay was cxpire<l.-They 
thought tlte situation of Milwood uncommonly 
t1ull; nor is it 1o be wondered at, nher1 the very 
different education they had received, from that 
which its inhabitan1s were blessed wilh, is con• 
s1drrcd; they could not conceive the pleasure of 
calling at so nrnny hotJ_ses of the poor, because 
the idea of <loing them any goo~l, or relieving 
their want, never entered their heads; and when 
thry lJCarcl .Ellen say, that, according t? her 
aunt's in-st ructions, she cousidcred the good things 
he enjoyc<l, as only given her for tl1is purpQse, 

they were astonishPd at her reasoning.-" Ile­
-sides," contiunPd Ellen, " ,vc enjoy our own 
5,Jiarc so much more when we can reflect thnt lH" 

li:tve rclievrd others with part of it." 
" l-our aunt tells you so, I suppose?" i-aitl 

Harriet, '" ith a sne<'r. 
"l.,. cs," saicl Ellrn, endeavouring to. repress 

hrr anger, " ancl from very good authority too." 
" Our own experience, likcwi.e," said Auna, 

taking up the convcrs,ttion, " tells us the same; 
it certainly must give us plca-;urc to think that, 
by us, Gou chooses to assi t the poor.'' 

" Ilut you ought to Jin.ye thonsands," con• 
tinued Harriet, "to help all you know; and 

E 2 
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1h-',Y arc still distressed wLen you have done aU you can . '' 

" Y cry true," said EH en, " ancl still ·will be; 
but they would be more so ·without any help; 
CYcry little ·we give is accc-ptablc to them, and 
if given with a view of performing our duty to 
Gon, is of scrvi.ce likewise to oursclyrs." 

" l-ou talk so vrry rrligiously," said Har­
riet, " that I don't know what to make of you; 
but I must say, I pity you ." 

" I am sorry," said Ellen·, "you should be 
so mistaken in regard to us :-hayc you ever seen my sister or me unhappy ?1' 

" No, not absolutely unhappy; but you nc­
Yer have what our young ladies call pleasure; I 
dare say you never 1-rcnt to a ball, or a play, in 
your life; we have public days once a month, 
and a <lancing-school ball every year: an<l t 'wn 
we have so many smart people come to sec ns 
dance, and ,...-e gain such praise, aml our master 
is so much obliged io us. Then it is so m11cl1 
}Jlcasure to think of our dresses, for two or three 
months before the ball ;-the mantua-makcrs arc 
all so busy, you can have no idea; an<l ,re try 
to out-do each other in the monPy ,ve spend : 
for mamma always says, we should spare no ex• 
p nee. And then, at other times, we perform 
plays; and ,...-c have spectators at them too; 
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and we arc always sure to be admired for one 
thing or another." 

Ellen could not help pitying such ideas of 
happiness; but she only replied, by saying, 

" she could not envy them either their balls or 
plays. As for the latter," said she, "I should 
never think of being a performer; and to dance 
a minuet before so many people, must be very 
t1istressing." 

" I dare say it would to you,'' answered Har­
riet, "who have seen so little of the world; but 
we arc .so used to it, that we think it not ·worth 

·while to dance when no one secs us.-But now 
we talk of dancing, let us have a reel and a 
minuet or two this evening; I suppose you have 

lea:med,-that is, as well us you can, in the 
country." 

This she proposed, as th inking it would be an 
mnu. cment to observe their awkward steps: but 
Ellen, who did not consider it as any disgrace if 
she did not dance in the style of l'1aclame Hil• 
ligsberg or Parisot, read ily ngreeJ to it; saying, 
" "\V c have a master attends us once a ,'reek; 
but it is nmv the holidays, ·which is the reason 
he has not been here since your arrival: but ,ye 
::.hall like a little dance this evening, if agree• 
able to you :-Anna and I often play to each 

· other while ·we practise our steps ;-but you 
r. 3 
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must not expect to. find us grc-at proficients/' 
continued s11e; "for my aunt is not so anxious 
for our improvement in dancing, as in music 
and drawing, which, as we live so much alone, 
are amusements much better calculated for us. 

In the evening, it rained so as to prevent t11rir 
·walking; but ihis thry dicl not rrgrct, as their 
dance ·was not intcrrnptcd, wJiich, though with 
so small a number, (as one of them was ah\-ay~ 
at tJ1c instrument,) they kept up for some time; 
and both the :Miss Arnolds, contrary to their 
expectations, ·were surprised to :find t11ry coulct 
enjoy dancing, ·with only .l\Irs. Irvin for thcfr 
spectator; who looked 011 ,, ith plca::iure, while 
}]len and Anna ,rer<" equally µ-ratified, whether 
dancing with their guests or plJying io ilicm. 

THE young visitors, after having- spent one 
werk at 1\1ilwoocl, began to be tired of the uni­
formity of th<' scene; and, H.10twh l\frs. Jryin 
nnd her nieces hacl given up the greatest part of 
their time to their am11 cmcnt, they could not 
hut find it dull: ancl Charlotte, who had at first 
shewn an inclination for the friendship of 1\nna, 
by making hrr t11c confidant of her si tcr's ill 
humour, by many hin(s of the m1pleasantness 
of 11er situation, encleavourc I to drmv from her 
an acknowledgement that she was also tirod of it. 

j 
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And one morning when thry wrrc quite alone, 

:.-ihe thought proper to make 1he trial; which 

she brgan in 1 he following words :-

" I cannot thiuk what yon will do, my dear 

Anna, w1irn we are gonr; I shall often think of 

you with pity, bnrie l here as you arc."· 

Anna. " I thank you for your compassion : 

1mt pray don't make yourself very unhappy on 

my account; I assure you, Ellen and I ncYcr 

want amuc:.;cmcnt when we arc alone." 

Clwrlollc. "\Vhy,whatcanyonfind todo?--.: 

Day aflcr clay to go on in the same dull round ; 

it wonld be very tiresome to me." 

Anna. " Bui don't. yon go on in the same 

rnund at school?-::_·.ly after day, I suppo~c-, 

you learn your lessons and iepcat them, prac­

tise your music and dancing :-is not this always 

the same?" 

Charlotte. " Very true; but then we ha-ve 

variety, and so many young ones all employed 

in the same way: besides, ,.;e have the holidays 

to look forward to, while you have none." 

Anna. " Every day is a holiday to us; at , 

lea t, every Sunday is : for then we have no 

lessons to learn, no masters attend us, and we 

have time to do as we like." 

Charlotte. "Not as you like; for I dare say 

your aunt makes you read sermons to her all day 

long," 
E 4 
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Anna. c,; "\Ve 1~acl such books as we like, and ,, hat are instructive as well as entertaining. Pra}, what do you read on Sundays?" 
Charlotte. "O, for my part, I never read any! Tl10se books that my governess says are fit for Sunday reading, arc, in my opinion, so very dull, that I seldom look into them." 

Anna. " \Vlrnt, do you neyer read the Bible? you don't know that there arc prettier stories to be found in iL than in most other books." 
Charlotte. "Sometimes we arc told to read i\Irs. TnnDrnn's History of it: but I think if 

nc go to church and 11car it read there, that is quite euoug11; besides, it is so common to rend rhc Iliblr, J think it is 0111y fit for poor people.» 
Anna. '' This is a very odd notion j-1 should tbiuk, a11d indeed I am sure of it, that the in .. structions contained in the Biblr, are cquaily 

intended for the rich as for the poor: I cnnnot sn_y but tbnt I pity you now; for you do not ·ccm to know your duty, nor where yon arc to learn it." 

Clwrlolle. "\Yell, dear me! don't speak so angrily; you forget that we very often go out on a Sunday; and then, you know, there cnn be no time for reading.,, 
Anna. Ah! tliat is one of thr rulrs that my aunt dislikes in schools :-that Sunday, v.bich i generally thought the only time that can b~ 
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sparl'd from accompl'isbments, is so often spent 
in visiting! in<leed you must excuse me, my dear 
Charlotte, if I again say, I pity you." 

Charlotte. " VV ell, tell me then where these 
pretty stories are to be met with in the Bible; 
and when I have time, I'll read ihem, if I spend 
a Sun<lay at school .. " 

Anna. " I'll write them down for you ; anc1 
then you cannot forget them:" and taking out a. 
pocket-book, she copied from a list that hacl 
formerly been given herself, the following me­
morandums:-" From the 37th and 39th chap­
ters of Genesis to the 45th, or to the end of that 
book, the history of Joseph is continued. The 
17th and 18th chapters of the first book of Kings. 
-The latter," said she, " will shew you, how 
the AL~IIGHTY shewed Himself the true Gon, 
·when the people of Israel lnd gone and served 
Baal.-And from ihe 4th to the 8th chapter of 
the second book of Kings, you will find many 
interesting acts of the prophet Elisha: and in­
deed all through, those books arc very entertain­
ing, and, I think, the more you read them, the 
more you will like them. The book of Esther· 
is pretty also.-" 

Charlotte. (Interrupting her.) " These arc 
quite enough, I thank you. I am sure I shall 
not have time to read more than these; and 

E 5 
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when I want something to .do, I'll look them 
over." 

Anna. (Very seriously.) "I hardly know 
whether I have done right in giving you tliis 
list; you speak in such a careless way of reading 
in that book, which I have been taught to look 
into with reverence, and to consider it an indul• 
gence to be allowed to read in it. When we 
consider for what end it was written, surely it 
requires the utmost attention; especially the 
New Testament; for, there we are to learn 
what will make us acceptable in the sigl1t of 
Gon." 

Charlotte. " Dear me! you think so seriously 
of every thing! but while we are under the 
care of others, you know it is of very little con• 
sequence to us; they are accountable for our 
actions, and we arc not our own mistresses." 

Anna. " vVhy do you say it is of little 
consequence to us? don't you know that, at 
the last day, we shall have to give an account of 
our actions, individually; and that even our 
secret thoughts are regarded by Gon, and will 
be brought into judgement?" 

Charlotte. " I would not have such notions 
as these for ever so much! I am sure they would 
make me miserable! I think t11e best way is to 
try to please every body as much as we can, and 
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not to shew our dislike of any one, but to bc-­

ha ve civilly to all." 
Anna. " This is certainly right, but not 

without something more ; for let me just put 

this case to you :-As we are to live in this 

world but a very little while, and for ever in 

the next ; is it not more our interest to please 

Gon, with whom, if we act as we ought, we 

shall then be, than it is to gain the favour of 

men, with whom we are to stay so short a time? 

This life is not to be compared to Eternity, and. 

it depends not on our fellow-creatures, but on the 

favour of Gon, whethct we arc to be happy or 

miserable there.'" 
Charlotte. (Thoughtfully.) " That is true: 

but if we behave well to our fellow-creatures, 

Gon is plcased,-is not Ile?" 

Anna. " Certainly : but then it depends on 

the motive :-if we are kind to men out of love 

to Gon, and because He has commanded it, Gon 

is pleased; but not if our views extend only to 

ourselves, that people should think or speak 

well of us, and not if we think that, if our ac­

tions arc pleasing, it does not signify what our 

thoughts are." 

CHARL01.1TE had never heard so much of 

Religion explained before. The only cncou­

E 6 
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ragement which had been holden out to 11er as a 
motive for good behaviour, was the approba­
tion on men; and though tl1e far superior one 
which seemed to influence Anna's conduct, was 
quite new to her, her heart secretly acknow­
ledged its justice, and she determined to think 
more on the subject when alone, or at least to 
read what lier friend had recommended, with 
greater attention than she at first proposed. 

n 
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CHAPTER VI .. 

-
" Sweet Patience came, by Fortitude sustain'd ; 
·u The tear of Meekness trembled in her eye : 
" But, cheer'd by Hope, no longer she complain'd; 

85 

" And, taught by Faith, she plac'd each wish on High." 

-
THE fol1owing week, the Miss Arnolds left 
1\'Iilwood; and Ellen and Anna were impatient 
to return to their former occupations. That 
very evening, they called at Dame Hunt's cotQ 
tage, whose inhabitants they had not seen for 
some days. They found l\Iary Forbes, the poor 
blind girl, quite happy at having been taught a 

new sort of work.-" It is weaving straw,. 
Ma'am," said she, " for the carters' hats ;-it is 
very coarse; but I am in hopes I shall make 
out very well at it." 

Her good friends encouraged her in her un-­
dertaking, and then asked for her sister. 

" Oh, that is another thing that makes me 
very happy, ladies," answered the contented 
girl; " for she is gone out to work; and Dame 
llunt and I make out so well together, you can• 
not think; I know all about the house, and. 
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Betsy leaves every thing in order, so that I can 
get what I want without troubling our poor old 
dame, who grows very infirm." 

1\'.Irs. Irvin asked where Betsy was gone? and 
found, that, as she had in her mother's life-time 
learned a little of mantu1.-making, she had far­
ther improved herself in it, and that several of 
the farmers' wives in the neighbourhood em­
ployed her by the day in that way. 

"How good Gon is to us," continued Mary, 
" in enabling us to live so comfortably ! vVhcn 
my mother died, I little thought that we should 
have been half so happy as we are; and it is a 
comfort to us both, that now we can repay 
Dame Hunt for all her kindness to us, when ·we 
were in so much distress; for she says, she 
should not know what to do without us, and , 
often blesses Gon for having brought us to ber 
in her old age ;-and I am sure we have reason 
to bless Him too," added the grateful girl. 

When Mrs. Irvin talked of returning homr
1 Anna offered to stay and read to ber young 

friend. " Thank you, l\iliss," said she; " that 
will be a treat indeed ! for it is in not having 
somebody to rea<l to me, that I miss Bet y more 
than any thing ; as, when she comes home in 
the evening, she has always something or other 
to do of needle-work for Dame Hunt or myself; 
she says she will have us look tidy, and that 
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no one shall say she works for others, and not 

for us." 
As Ellen walked home with her aunt, she 

could not help congratulating herself on the de• 

parture of their visitors.-" I-low much Imp­

pier is my life," said she, " than that which 

the Miss Arnolds describe ; I cannot help re-­

joicing they arc gone, as I am sure our employ• 
mcnts gave them no pleasure." 

" They are much to be pitied," said Mrs..­
Irvin, " who know no other pursuit than what 
they call pleasure ; and still more so, as they 

appear to wish for no other." 

I HOPE my young readers are all ready to 

acknowledge, a life of active benevolence must 
be a happy one; to relieve the poor, comfort 

the afflicted, and to instruct the ignorant, they 
cannot doubt, must be grateful to a serious and 
well-disposed mind ; but then perhaps they 

would wish to add a few of what the world 

calls pleasures to these more sublime gratifica­
tions, and though, at the same time, they are 

ready to allow, that the amusements they are de­
sirous to partake of, do not always afford the 
promised pleasure, yet are they more and more 
eagerly pursued, till at last, all others are given 
up, even those their judgement once approved. 

I mean those acts of beneficence which are cal-
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culated to make us happy at the time, and afford 
us many pleasing reflections in their retrospec­
tion. Pursuits so contrary to each other, can 
never be enjoyed together; one or the other 
will he given up; and weak and frail as our 
nature is, it is much to be feared, that tltat 
which attracts the attention of the largest part 
of this world's -inhabitants, will also engage 
ours, particularly as it promises pleasure with­
out any trouble, or self-denial, while those of a 
niorc enlarged kind are not without their <lifli­
culties, and require a perseverance aboye tJ1e 
efforts of our own resolution to continue in 
them, contrary to the opinion of many others, 
who would draw us after them into the gulf of 
false happiness.-But let us attend to the end of 
Anna's life, which will soon come to a conclu­
sion; and then we shall sec whether she had any 
reason to regret that she had never tasted of the 
amusements of the world. 

It was not long before she fell into an ill state 
of health; and though unwilling to complain, 
her looks were sufficient to acquaint aII who saw 
her, that she was far from well; instead of the 
appearance of health, which once glowed on 
11er cheek, she was pale, and evidently much 
thinner; and an alarming cough too plainly 
forciold an approaching consumption. Nfrs~ 
Irvin was alarmed, as well as Ellen, on observ-

' J 
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ing her countenance, though the invalid said all 
she could to remove their fears, and oHen feigned 
herself better, when she saw their uneasiness. 

A physician was sent for, who immediately rc­
commcnclcd Bristol, as the only chance of her 
recovery; and iirs. Irvin determined to remove 

her there as soon as she could possibly leave 
home. Ellen was anxious to try what she fondly 
hoped ·would restore her sist.er, and, fearful of 
losing her, she felt her afiection daily increase. 
All her favourite occupations were unattended 
to; and while she dreaded the continuance of 
her sister's illnes~, she could think of no one 
else ;-the poor ·were neglected; neither coulcl 
she bear the tlrnngbt of going to the school, 
where her aunt had forbidden her sister to ac­
compnny her, lest she should be too much 
fatigued. 

Thongh equally concerned for ihc cause, Mrs. 
Irvin ,vas grie-ved to sec Ellen's sorrow; and, 
though at first unwilling to notice it, she found. 
herself oblig('d to peak seriously upon the sub• 

ject.-Going one CYening into Ellen's room, 
she found her just ri~en from ber knees, her face 
bathed in tears.-" You have been praying for 
greater re ignat.iou to the Divine will, my dear," 
~aid she; " I ltayc unwillingly obscrw·cl tha1 
J au have lately discoYcrccl great ·want of it, or 
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a weakness of mind which it is our duty io e1_rr. 
dcavour to overcome." 

" Ab, how can I, my dear auni ?'' rrplietl 
Ellen, her tears increasing; "how can I sec my 
dear and only sisier so ill, and not frrl tl1e 
utmost grief?" 

" 1 acknowledge, my lovr, that this is a . c­
Ycrc trial for you,,,. said ~Irs. Irvi11, sitt i11g 
down by her, and affectionately taking her 
hand; "but rrm~mbcr, my Ellen, it comes from 
Gon; it is He who gave her unto us, and if it 
i'i Ifis will to remove I1er-" 

,: 1T ou think slie will die, thrn ?" cried Ellen,. 
interrupting her aunt. ;" Good Gon support 
me!" continued she, clasping her hands with: 
unaffected sorrow. 

" That, my dear," said her aunt, while she 
kissed her wet cheek, "is a proper prayer, and 
Gon will hear and answer it; compose yourself, 
my child. She may not be in the danger our 
fears suggest ;-next week, we shall go to Brfa­
tol, and she may recover; but if it should please 
Gon, that it should be otherwise, will you be 
so selfish as to regret her admission into Eternal; 
Happiness? Remember, your situation in life 
may not, nay, it cannot, be expected to be wl1at 
ii has hitherto been; trials anrl temptations 
will arise, which, if it should be the will of the· 
ALMIGHTY to take her to Himself, Anna ·will 
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cscape.-This has been the first affiiction you 

have known," continued Mrs. Irvin, pleased to 

sec Ellen more composed, " and I a.m happy 

in seeing you apply to the only sure source of 

comfort under it." 
" Auna will be happy,_" said Ellen : " but 

does my aunt think I grieve at that ?" 

" .i.. To, my dear, I think far otherwise; I 

know what you feel: for, I hav~ myself felt 

·what I once thonght the severest affliction;­

" hen I dreaded the loss of your dear and now 

bles~cd uncle, I thought I should never know 

happiness more: bni as he had always been my 

instructor, so then, he taught me where to look 

for support, and \\ hen I saw so good a muu, 

dying in the blessed prospect of a glorious Im­

mortality through the merits and intercession of 

a merciful SAv10uR, I checked my tears, and 
only wishecl to live so as, in Gon's good time, 

I might follow him, rejoicing in the same hea-­

venly hope. But I am departing from my sub• 

ject ;-to talk of the death of so good a man, 

raises feelings in my mind which I cannot de­

scribe; yet they are far from being those of sor­

ro-w; and may such, my Ellen, be yours when 

time shall be no more with your sister ; size has 

the same kind SA v1oun on whom to rest her 

confidence; and, blessed be Gon t he is Hot 
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unknown, or unacknowledged by either of 
you!" 

" Next to the ALlIIGHTY, my dear aunt, it 
is to you 1vc arc indebted for so inestimable a 
knowledge," replied Ellen, with animation, a 
gleam of pleasure breaking through her tears: 
" how highly have ,vc been favoured!" 

" And is not this recollect.ion suffici<'nt to sup­
press every murmur," saicl lVIrs. Irvin, "that 
we know in whom 1vc liavc believed?" Oh, it is 
n consolation, which will brighten even the 
parting hour with those we loYe, ·when 1-Yc sec 
ihcm leave 1l1is world, their hopes fixed on a 
firm foundation, and recollect their liYes have 
been an evidence of those hopcs,-that, though 
·possessed of many frailties, there is no unrc­
pcnied sin to darken that bright horizon which 
·will soon open to their view, never, never more 
to know a cloud!" 

" It is enough," my dear aunt, " said Ellen,. 
,,iping her eyes, "it is enough! Anna will 
know this happiness, and I shall feel it too: I 
'lrill rejoice in the reflection that she is for ever 
liappy, and pray, 1hat I may so live as, wJ1en 
the time of my departure comes, I may share it 
with her; Amm is fit. to die, and I will no 
longer mourn." 

" These arc prrcious k ~timonies, my dear,' > 
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said Mrs. Irvin ; " but do not be discouraged, 
if desponding thoughts should again retnrn ;­
we are weak and mortal creatures, nor can we 
always bear alike the eYils of this life. Though 
at times we feel strength in the grace of Gon; 
yet at others, we sink under our burthcn; but as 
now we have found relief in prayer, so may we 
at all times apply to the same source of com­
fort. '\Ve will just look in upon our dcat' 
charge," acl<led she, '' and -then we wiU have 
C. ·1 " 1anu y-prayers. 

Anna.,s eyes were closed: but by the difficulty 
with which she breathed, they feared her sleep 
,yas uneasy : her looks were wan, and Ellen 
again felt a tear tremble in her eye, when she re• 
fleeted that 1Jcrhaps in a very short time she 
might sec her still paler, and when those short­
fetched breathings might no more be heard:­
-'' She will then be dead," thought Ellen;" but 
her -bou1 will be with Gon !" 

1\fr. Herbert often called on them, and Anna, 
was ahrays plea eel with his vfr,its; they looked 
on him in the place of a father, and both the 
isters felt themselves comforted, and strengthen• 

eel by his conversation, which was well adapted 
to their situation. Before, when he called on 
them, he used to talk on various subjects ;-the 
books they had read, and the remarks they had 
made, were all discussed by this good man, ,, ho 
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thus endeavoured 1o amuse and instrucl the1r 
minds: but now, Religion, and its consola­
tions, were their only topic. The covenant of 
l\Icrcy, which Gon has made with men in sen<l­
ing His only Son to die for their redemption; 
the full Atonement Vfhich He bas made by His 
death for the sins of the whole world ; and the 
strength Ile has promised, and imparts to all 
His faithful followers who arc striving to do His 
will; were subjects heard \vith pleasure. In 
!'.-ihort, all he said \\·as to prepare his young 
fricnc.ls for 1 he severe trial which was awaiting 
them; nor di<l they shrink from the contcmpla· 
tic,n of the gloomy valley of death, whrn 
tanghl 1Jy th<·ir excellent instructor to look upon 
it, as a passage to Eternal Life ;-they rejoiced 
in the rrospcct, and gratefully acknowl<'<lgrd a 
SA YIOUR who had graciom,ly given to thrm, as 
well as to all His followers, a title to so glorious 
an inheritance. 

Perhaps it mny be thought tJwt such a sub­
jrct M\S qnitc improper for one in .Ann:i.'s statf', 
and that hrr mind should have been diYcrtrd 
from it; bnt far from raising melancholy iclms, 
it <·lrvatcd hC'r hoprs, ancl she ,rould often brg­
of Ivlr. 1Ierb<'rt 1o proloug the convcrs:ition, till 
she felt herself ex,Lltc<l above the pains her mor­
tal -,tntc occ::. sionrd . 

The \\l1olc village was anxious for J .. nna\ re-
5 
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eoyery; and on the morning on which the 
ladies commenced their journey, the door was 
~rowdcd with people, who came to oiler iheir 
good wishes for the 1·ecoycry of the dear inva­
lid: but Anna could only return her thanks by 
an expressive look; and when seated in the car­
riage, she seemed to be lost in thought, and to 
forget that her aunt and si ter were feeling wit­
nes, rs of her cmo( ion. 

Jirs. Irvin lmd hired a coach to take tlH'm all 
tl11 way; and A mm had one side entirely 1o her­
~elf; where, supported by pillow~, she bore the 
fatigue of the journey betier than her anxious 
friends cxpcckd. I\fartin also accompanied 
them; and it ,\as with a heavy heart slic silently 
drr".,· a compari ·on behvccn the time -she was last 
i n a carriage with her dear young ladies, and 
the present. 

It was nearly dark when they arrived at the 
'odging , .. hid1 had been taken for them at Clif­
ton; and ailcr ta.king n. little refreshment, Anna 
,as assi. tr• I to bed; ~fartin slept in the same 

room ; and the n<ljoining apartment l\Irs. Irvin 
cho. c for RHcn ancl herself~ where tl1ey once 
more ofi<'H'd up their prayers to Gon, for the 
rrc..:ovcry of this beloved object of their care. 

,Vhilc here, they made no acquaintance, nor 
did tht·y find .Anna o much b(!nefitcd by the 
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change, as they had fondly hoped they should. 
After six weeks stay, she became anxious to rc­
tun1 home; and her affectionate aunt, though 
she would have wished to have tried the effi­
cacy of the waters, and the salubrious air of 
Clifton, a little longer, did not receive encou­
ragement from the physician to hope it would 
be of any material service: she therefore com­
plied with her request; and they returned to 
l\1ilwood, with that kind of melancholy plea­
sure it is difficult to describe, and distressing to 
feel. They felt pleased to return to their place 
of residence, and wl1ere they had always found 
happiness in imparting it to those about them, 
who, with genuine expressions of joy, welcomed 
their arriYal, while their regret at Anna's con­
tinued ill health, appeared in the countenances 
of all who saw her. 

The next morning, they were vi~ited by 1\1r. 
Herbert, and he ,-ras receiYecl by all with un­
feigned pleasure.-" You sec me returned, Sir," 
said Anna, "not in better health than \\ hen I 
went; but I do not feel any regret, as I haye 
not forgotten the encouraging hopes you lHffC 

formerly given me; my aunt and sister, how­
cYer, I fear arc not so resigned; I observed 
last night, they ·were le s cheerful than I wa. 
on coming home again. I feel I am soon 
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.. to leayc this world: but will you, Sir, convince 
them of m_y suprrior happiness ; that is, if you 
do not think me presumptuous in expecting it?,, 

l\Ir. Herbert assured her he thought her 
J10pcs were well founded, and promised to use 
all the meaus in his power to reconcile her sur­
viYing friends to the change she seemed so well prepared for. 

Ellen's spirits ·were a little revived on seeing 
her sister so cheerful, and she ackno\\led.ged the 
goodness of Gon in ordaining the decline of 
-~nnn to be so Ycry gradual.-" I shall be en­
abled to bcnr the stroke which separates us,,, 
-:aid she, "i'i i{h composure, ,rhcneycr it comes; 
and I too plainl_y see i( cannot long be with­
holdcn, she en~ry da_y grows "·eaker, yet Jier 
~trcngih of mind increases: Oh, may mine be ulso strengthened!" 

For some ,rcd.s, their situation appeared the 
ame, though Anna gradually grew worse, and 

~he wa. oon confined to her apartment. Here, 
1\-Ir. Herbert frequently Yisitetl her, and though 
she could not talk as usual to him, she received 
both plea ure and comfort from his convcrsa .. 
tion with her aunt, and the prayers he read to lier. 

Though it was now more than a twelvemonth 
since the l\iiss Arnolds were at Mil wood, Anna had 

F 
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not forgotten them.-" I fear," said &he to her 

sister, "that CharloUe has not once tho11ght of 

me since ·we parted; but you, Ellen, may sec 

her again: will yon tell her, that in my last 

illne~s, I thought often of her, and ·would have 

written had it been possible ?-And let her l\.now 

also," added she, " that, in my latest hour, I 

felt more forcibly than ever, that all other hap• 

piness than that I mentioned to her is but vi­

sionary, and that Religion and a knm,lcclgr of 

the Script ires is alone capable of giving comfort 

at the hour of death." 
" There is a \Visdom from aboYr, my dear," 

said Mrs. Irvin, who was in the room at the 

time, " whkh ·we arc encounigecl to prny for; 

and it is this you would have yqnr l:i,ter re­

commend to Charlotte Arnold, as ·well as every 

other friend she may have any influence over." 

" ·y cs, my dear aunt," rcturj1rd the eying girl; 

'~ you ha:re expressed my meaning mucb better 

than myself: but I thank Gon," said sltr, lifl­

ing her eyes to Heaven, " I am not ignorant of 

it.-Therc is one thing more," said she hrsi­

tating1y, " that I ·would say to my dear aunt; 

but not no-w·,-I am not strong enough; in the 

afternoon, or to-morrow,-if I live so Ion~." 

l\Ir . Irvin, seeing her extremely weakened by 

speaking so much, advised her to wait till the 
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ti.me ~he mentioned; and then begging lier to 
try to get some sleep, she went with Ellen for a 
little air in the garden. 

Their v,hole conycrsation was respecting 
Anna.-" ,Yhat a sister shall I lose!'' said 
Ellen ; '' I seem as if, till now, I never knew 
lier value ! " 

l\1rs. Irvin checked the complaint that ap• 
peared ari~ing :-" "\Vith her last breatl1," said 
she, " she seems desirous fo do good ; and shall 
we regret that she is so soon to receive her re­
ward?'' 

c Oh no," saiti Ellen, gratefully resigned to 
the "ill of Hc>aYen, " I v, ill pray that 1 may 
'-})l'!l'l the remainder of my lifo in the samG 
t'arnc-,L ende:n uttr !1

' 

,viwn th<'y returnr ·l from tl1cir walk, on 
hcari11g- from l\Ia1tin, that the ohjcct of their 
attention ,ms 110w , ~Jeep, thC'y went not into 
her rq_om, but coni.inucd below with l\Ir. IIer­
hrrt, "" ho, ncconling to his daily cm,tom, had 
called to I~now how the in valitl then was. 

Betsy Forbes "·as a constant enquirer in the 
l,itchen, though she did not always sec the fa­
mil.r; till, this afternoon, Ellen ha.cl her into 
t IH' par1our, and, by th1..~ resignation she hC'1 self 
hewed, prepared her soon to hear of the (1C td1 

of her benefactress.-'· :\iy poor si'itcr }fory," 
aid the grateful girl, '· how will she bear (his! 

F 2 
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she is alway~ falking· of :Miss j _nna's 9'oodrn"ss i1 
~ ' ;:::, 

comin2; to reacl to her." 

" lY.fy good girl," snid Ellen, (cndcaYouring 

to check the frar that ·would flm-r,) "you must 

not talk so; I have need of fortitude to support 

the loss ·which is ordained me :-if 1\1:ary misses 

her, what must I do? Think of this, my dear, 

and console your sister, and tell her, I will sup­

ply the plncc of mine to her. 1 ' 

Betsy ·wept, as Ellen " 'as speaking, at the re­

collection of her mother's death .-" O, my dear 

l\Iiss," said she artlessly, " if I could but give 

) ou all (he comfort you wns so good as to g·iyc 

me when my poor mother died, how gladly 

would I do it! but Gon can give it you; and I 

pray that lie will. \Vhat is our loss, will be 

M. A , . " 1ss nna s gam. 
·\Vhile Ellen was thus engaged with Betsy 

Forbes, l\Irs . Irvin had visited Anna's room, 

and, finding her again awake, told Martin she 

would herself sit w:t.h her till the evening. 

" This is very goocl of you, my dear aunt," 

said Anna.; "1 ha.ve hacl a very comfortable 

sleep, and think I shall now be able to tell you 

the only thing that rema.ins upon my mind." 

" What is it, my love?" said her affectionate 

aunt; " speak, my Anna, to me who love you 

as a mother." 

" Ab, it is a mother I would speak of," said . 

2 
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·she; " it is for those who remain, I am anxious: 
though it sometimes appears as if I had never 
seen my parents, yet I feel I love them still;­
will yon t.ell them so? and do you think," 
added she, spcakiug still lower, " t.hat they will 
re~-rct my deat,1 ?" 

'" Thry would have reason to rejoice, my 
l ear," replied her aunt, " di.cl they 1.no;v how 
v,cli you were prepared for it." 

" Tell them," my dca.r aunt, " how happy 
I die; and ilJat my earnest prayer has always 
hecn, Hrnt ·we may meet in Heayen. I ~hould 
have wished, if it had pleased my Heavenly 
F ATIIER, to have lived to see them. return: but 
I am content :-I hope I am ;-I vray to be 
made so: and may I not, my clear auut, hope 
every thing in reganl to ihem ;-I that have ex­
perienced such proofs of Gon's mercy ?-Let 
them know," continned she, "that I died, prnyM 
ing for blessings on them, and trusting in my 
REDEE:mrn, for them, and for myself, full of 
humble hope, through His merit , to meet thrm 
in the courts above! ,Vill yon tell them all 
this, my dear aunt? Don't let them forp·ct they 

,::, . l1ad a daughter Anna.-.\..11cl no-w, what shall I 
~u.r 1u you, my best Aunt, l\Ioiher, Friend? 
for all the~c Im.Ye yon been to me !-I would ex­
pre s my grateful en:c of all the kind in 'irnc­
t.ions yon have given me, and ·which I now feel 

r 3 
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' 
the iruc force and comfort of :-but it 1 un-

po . .:siblc. I ,vonld thnnk yoa next to Gon, and 

thunk Him, for giving me such a kind in .. truc­

tr~sp, !" ,,, 
" Sn:y no mare, my dcarcc,t lm-c," said lf rs. 

Irvin, much affc_;ted :-·" I am snfficiently com­

forted in seeing you so sensible of the blessings 

yo11 havccnjoyc:..1 ." . 

At this momeat, Ellen cnterc<l the room, hrr 

face ,vet with tlw tears her cunYcr.sation with 

' Bdsy Forbes lmd occasioned:-" Yon have not 

been weeping for me, my dear sister?" asked 

Anna, with concern. 

" They are tea.rs of sorrow mixed with joy," 

replied Ellen, kissing her pallicl cheek; " I re­

joice in your happiness!"-" May it be yours," 

said Anna, faintly returning her embrace; "it 

is but a short time before I shall have the joy of 

meeting you in Heaven!" 

Mrs. Irvin, fearing this lengthened conversa­

tion would too much agitate both her nieces, 

110w took a book and offered to read a prayer:­

it was every ·wny adapted to the dying-bed, and 

concluded with. a petition for their surviving 

friends. 
"l\Iy father and motlier-!" said Anna softly; 

and lifting her eyes to HeaYcn, she continued 

for some minutes silent, afier her aunt hucl closed 

the book. 

h 

h 
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l\Iariin sat up with Anna. that night; and in 

lhe morning, her acconnt ·was snch, as gaYe no 
hope of her continuance in this world till the 
next day. Her mmt and sister pcrcci ,·cd a scnsihle 
alteration; but still she appeared composed, and 
Jiappy.-" Remember me to the good l\Tr. IIcr­
hPrl ," said she faintly, " and to all our pom· 
neighbours, cspccia.Uy the Forbes's ;-tell them 
I ha ,·c prnyc<l for them all :-I can sc.1rcely see 
yon, my dear .EHen ;-bnt this is your haud," 
addc-d die, prc~si11g it io 1JCr lips .-" Farewell, 
my c.kar, my only sister! 1-;rny we meet in Hea­
ven!" 

She then continued silent for some time, while­
Ellen sat by her bed, her eyes were fixed upon 
I1er and upon her aunt by turns .-" This weak 
breath of mim ," said she, patting her ham! on 
her heart, " is just expiring !-Thank Gon, I 
leave the world in peacer 

J.\,hrt in npproachcd the bed. Anna knew 
lier; al!d in falter inµ.- ace .,ts thankc·l her for all 
her care, from i1~fimcy till nmv. 

" Farcwdl, all my frien<ls !" s1id she ;-and 
ca~tiug a l:1 ngu;1:,hing, dying look on all arouncl 
her. ~he dm.c.l her eyes: and it was by her faint 
brc~.1hiPgs only, that frcy still perceived she 
l1a :l 1ifo rernai.uing-. 

. All was sil(·nt; no tears were shed : an<l thongh 
iltis . '"; the hour Ellen k1d so much drcadc<l,­

F 4 
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she was enabled to contemplate her sister's <lying 
countenance with calm composure; till with a 
gentle sigh, she expired, peaceful as the tender 
infont sinks to rest on the breast of its mo• 
tber ! 

Her much-loved friends continueclsilenily stand­
ing round the heel : and as they marked the livid 
lwe of <lca1h gradually po~se!)sing her pale and 
emaciated features;-" .'he is now an immortal 
spirit," s·i.id l\Irs. Irvin; " let us give Gon 
thanks for the blcs ed death of one so young, 
yet so resigned,-ancl pray that our latter end 
may be like hers!" 

Struck by her words and example, Ellen and 
lHartin sunk on their knees; -Yr hen this excellent 
woman read a prayer suited i.o their ituation, 
and in \vhich they fervently joined. After this 
a"t of devotion, Ellen and her aunt kissed the 
d1eek of the departed saint, and left the room. 

SucH was the life and death of Anna Stanley, 
,rho, at the early ag e of L"'\:teen, had attained 
such a knowledge of lier Goo and S.A v101,n, 
as alone can render a deaili-becl happy : mid 
may it be the wi5h of all my readers to follow 
lier example, as far as may be in their po,i-cr ! 
The circum<iiances of her lift- ,vcrc favourable 
to pic:ty: but even in situations m ost opposite 
to hers, time for reflection and devotion may be 
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found. If some of the frivolous employments 
of life were given up, what. n. store of comfort 
might be disco-rcred for a dying- hour! and if 
death were more often made the subject of con­
templation, it would, on its arri va1, bc> much 
less the object of terror. Instead of thinking­
what it closes to us of this vrnrld; let ns r~flect 
on the eternal scenes it opens to our vie,;'"·, and 
ask our hearts what we ourselves have to expect 
from it? If we have fi ,-cd our hopes on a right 
foundation, we may then look forward to our 
approaching end, as something more than a re­
lease from worldly cares. But without a true 
knowledge of RELIGION, have we not reason to 
fear it will be but the prelude to much greater 
and e\'crlasting sorrows: 

F 5 
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CHAPTER VII. 

-----" FATHER of Ilea,·en ! 
"Eternal K1Nc ! DrsPosER great and good 
" Of life and death, of happiness and woe! 
" Teach me, whatc'er may be my portion here, 
" To proYe myself thy se1Yant ! :May <.'Onccit, 
" SeJf.Jove, and pride, be strangers to my hea1t !" 

-
TnE moment Mr. Herbert heard of the deatft 
of his young friend, he came to offer consolation 

to the survivors: but he found them,. as he 

wished, composed, and resigned to their los~ 

The whole village were grieved at her death; 

anJ on the day of her funeral, the church-yard 

\-YUS crone.led with its inhabitants, who each re­

peated th gootl she had done.-Onc recollected 

her kindness to her, when all her family was 

ill ; anoHH.>r talked of the clothes she had made 
for her children; and a third mcntionecl a book 

\\' hich she had given her, and which now ap­
-pcared of double value,-and the poor woman 

:-;heel tears, while she declared," she would never 
part with it, but keep it for lier sake. n 

l\Ir. Herbert spent that day with ~Irs. Irvin~ 

aml Ellen, who now appeared to feel the loss of 
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lier siskr more than she thought: but she was 
c-ueful of falling into the error she so earnestly 
prayecl to he kept from; and thongh, when she 
·went info the room in ·which she had been used 
to sec one so much loved, she could not help a 
secret regret arising, she would immediately con­
demn it as selfish sorro-w, and, recollecting her 
sister's happiness, endeavour to· empioy her 
mind in such pursuits as ""\Yonld encourage her to 
hope for a participation of it. But soon Ellen 
was to experience a change of situation, which 
nothing but ihe excellent principles she hacl 
imbibc{l coultl have preventel from causing a11 

altcrat ion of sentiments also, which, in an hour 
of serious rcflccti011, she would have hJ.d r~ason 
io regret. Y ct I hope to shew my readers, that, , 
1hou~h her mode of living ·was altered, her 
heart rdnincd the same desire of approving· her• 
elf t.o Gon, as when, in the quiet village of 

Milwood, she hatl no i.cmptaiion, from opposite 
t.'.Xarnple, to do otherwise. 

E ·uly in the Spring of the following year, 
her father and mother arrived in Eno-land, after b 

an absence of nearly twelve yrars. ~ii-. Stanley 
had considerably c11largrtl hi fortune, and he 
tlc1ermincd to spend it in such a manner as 
houkl convince the world he had not lost that 
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taste for high life, which had obliged him i.o 
go so far to procure the means of continuing 
in it. 

l\Irs. Irvin trembled for her dear charge, 
when she heard her parents' intention of return­
ing home, and of which she was informed but 
a few months previous to their coming.-1\'Irs. 
Stanley's letter was short, but it spoke of i.hc 
style of living they meant to adopt, and ex­
pressed a pleasure in the thought of introducing 
her daughters to the world. 

IVIrs . Irvin sat with her sister's letter in lier 
hand, contemplating the future destiny of her 
niece, for whom she felt an increased attach­
ment, and ,yho was now become her beloved 
companion, assistant, and friend, as well as the 
dearest object of her care; when Ellen, ,:rho 
had visited the school that morning, entered the 
room.-She saw her aunt's anxious countenance, 
and earnestly asked the cause. Mrs. Irvin could 
scarcely refrain from tears.-'' 0 my dear Ellen,'' 
said she, "I am going to lose you !-a letter 
from your mother-" 

Ellen's affectionate heart immediately took 
the alarm.-" Are they returning?" she ea­
gerly enquired. 

It would be difficult to describe her feelings on 
receiving Mrs. Irvin's answer.-Fear and hope 

ro 
tio 
~ 
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preYailcL1, thongh the latter ,n1s far less pre­
dominant; particularly when she saw the grief 
her aunt could not conceal. 

There arc times, when even the strongest 
mind, feel it difficult to support an unexpected 
strokc.-This may convince us, that in om·• 
selves we are ever \Yeak aucl frail creatures. 

1Irs. Irvin drew Ellen to her arms, and with 
ten.rs in her cyrs said, "How, my dear, shall I 
part with you? you have been my companion 
for so many years ! "-

Ellen's heart overflowed at these words ; and 
at that moment a sensibility, perhaps too much 
indulged, seemed to prevail in each . 
-" And will be still," said she; "what plea­

sure hall I know, mray from you? I know no­
thing of my parents ;-you arc my more than 
mother, my dearest aunt; you have always 
treated me as your child; and I cannot leave you; 
it is my duty to stay with you; affection, gra­
titude, every thing commands it: here, I have 
occupation which arc serviceable; my parents 
do not want my company or my a istance-" 

She was going on in th is strain so consonant 
with her present feeling , and laying out for her­
self a line of duty contrary to that which her 
cooler judgment would have allowed to be 
right; when l\1rs. Irvin, whose retu1ning rea-
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son seemed to awaken her as from a drram, 
with one word> or rather look, broke the <lclu~ 
s1011. 

Ellen had ever been accustomed to ,-ratch her 
aunt's countenance, and there to read her opi­
nion.-" I have been wrong," said she 1mmbly. 

" \r C have both been wrong, my drar," re• 
plied hs. Irvin; " our natural frclings too 
nearly overcame us; alas ! how often do thry lead 
us into error ! your duty is to comply with the 
Vtishes of your parents, and in this re ped to 
ol::ey their commands: 'mine, is to submit to ihe 
di. posal of Il110VIDEXCE at all times, and in aH 
thincrs ." 

~ 

" And mine too," confoned Bllen; " Gon 
will, I hope, enable us to lo so; but, 0 my 
dear aunt, what a cha11_ e shn.11 I ex1Jci-iencc l" 

" 1'~ ou have loo1.{(\ to tlic right source of 
J10pe and assistancr in ii," said r.lrs. Irvin. 

The letter vrns now read by Ellen, Vthosc 
heart beat at the expressions her mother used 
,, hen speaking of their future life, though not 
with pleasing expectation of its gaieiies.-Sh~ 
1,.rns well convinced, that happiness, if at all in 
this lifr, was to be found in the service of onr 
CREATOR, and in the daily discharge of do­
mestic duty, rather than in the splendid wa]ks 
of dissipation. 

al 

ce 
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l\1r. Herbert was soon informed of the 1m .. 

portant cvcn1 which awaited our heroine; and, 
like her aunt, he trembled for her, and felt re­
gret at losing her society. He advised her not 
to depend too much on her present sincere de­
termination to avoid every appearance of evil.­" ,v c arc safest," said he, "when we fear for 
ourselves; for then ,vc arc led to pray for 
greater strength than our own, and we are care­
ful of our hearts, lest we forget on what ground 
we stand . You have been uscrl," continued he, 
"io think every momenl of your time precious.; 
you will not, therefore, if yon can l1rlp it, suf­
fer any to be misused ; and though it may not 
always be in your power io employ it as you 
could ,vish, there arc l.wurs whi h yon may un­
donbtcdly takP to yourself: for instance, you 
have been accnstomcd to early rising; bnt the 
fashionable ladies, I am told, spend half the 
mornin; in bed :-you certainly may call this 
time s , r own,. and, thanks to your aunt, you 
know how to employ it." 

"But on Sunday~," said Ellen, "what sha1l 
I do then? Herc I spend them as I ought: bnt 
in town, I dare say I shall not go to church at all.,, 

" I hope yo 1 will, my dear,"' aid ibis ex­
cellent frieJ1d : " if you gain the affection of 
your parents, though they may not often g:il 
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themselves, I dare say they will not refuse yonr 
having a servant to attend you there : and most 
likely, you will have an apartment of your own, 
to which you may retire; and there at least, yon 
may continue those religious exercises to ·which 
y(?u lmve been accustomed." 

" "\Vhat comfort you give me, my dear Sir !" 
said Ellen; " it win be a pleasure indeed, if I 
can in any measure pursue the plan I have been 
used to ." 

" But the places of fashionable amusement," 
said Mrs. Irvin; "the ba11s, the plays, and the 
opera, must my Ellen attend all these?" How 
will her own apartment appear to her, after 
these?" 

" These are snares," replied Mr. Herbert, 
" to those who have only a superficial know­
lertge of Religion, and its sublime enjoyments. 
They may, to our young ad.venturer, have the 
charm of novelty, and perhaps for a while at­
tract her attention; but in the hour of reflec­
tion, Ellen will see the vanity and folly, not to 
say worse, of these things; and her own expe­
rience will convince her that our report con­
cerning them is trne.-W e shall often write/' 
continued he, with a smile, "and ask her if 
she does not :find it so." 

" And will you write to me yourself, Sir?" 
said Ellen, delightccl with this hint; " how 

r 
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proud I shall be to hear from you! and my aunt 
has promised to write every week. I think I 
shall be happJ," added she, "I do not now 
seem io fear my removal so much as I did; in 
a Jiitle time I shall anticipate only good fr01n 
iL" 

" Remember, my dear," resumed n-Ir. Iler­
bl..!rt, " t.hat good and evil are blended in ihis 
life: never expect one without the oLhe!"; and 
forget not io apply to your Heavenly FATHER 
for support in both. It is not in ihe time of 
adversity alone, that ,Ye want His assistance; 
our greatest danger is in prosperity." 

Ellen thanked him for this caution.-•" How 
often shall I need your friendly counsel," said 
she, " when 1 have left this place!" 

" I will give you one other motive for per­
se-reriug iu the path of duty," resumed he, 
" and that i.he most powerful; remember in 
what society you hope your dea1 departed sister 
is ;-she, 1\hom you bet loved on earth; and 
that at her death your only co olation was the 
thought of her happine ,, and your earnest 
prayer ,vas, that you might so follow her ex­
ample a hereafter to s1!,uc ii \'\ itlt her .-She is 
taken from the 1ri~tls } on will probably hay to 
cnconntcr; but the s::11nc ,Y 1 sno:n which aw fit 
to tal·e her, ,vill g·nidc vou tlnou ,,·h them. Re-...., • 0 

nv·mbcr ) our highe::, t hope.,, my dear chil~!," 
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continued he, ·with gre:1.t seriousness; " and 11'i 
r.ot tl1e vain plea~uns of the ,,orlcl draw you 
from thc·r onl_v stEe foundation,-Fai1h in 
C11n1sT, and obedience to His commands." 

Ellen's tears bor 1viincss io tJ1c attention she 
p:1itl to this solemn address, and thongh she was 
too rnnch affected to ma Le any answer, as soon 
~s 1\fr. Herbert had left the hou~e she retired fo 
her room, and on her knees; implored the cli­
rcr 1 ion of the AL:"IIIGIITY, and that Divine 
assistance he had so imprcssh,elycnconragc<l her 
to ask. 

Tlw succeeding weeks passed quicl\.ly away, 
in the eyes of Ellen ; and it was soon known 
throughout the village, that she was going to 
leave t1wrn. All its inhabitants exrrcssed their 
regret "hen the um,elcomc ne1rs ,rn confirmed 
by herself; but she promised never to forget lier 
old friends, and hoped that she should at least 
sprnd a part of evet'} summer with them. 

In a short time, the acconnt of lvlr. and l\lrs. 
Stanle.v's arrival in .England reached l\JihH)Ocl, 
nnd Ellen knew not,, hether to smile or sigh, as 
~he rrad, in the papers, of the large retinue they 
bad b ·onght 1tith them, and that they hnc.l 
taken up their residence ai l\Ir . .Arnold's t iJl 
their m\11 hou c in Gro~ \-enor-square wns rcacl .)' 
for their rccrption .. 

l 
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The next day brought a letter from Mrs. 

~:tnnlc.r to lier sisfcr, cxprcs~ing her regret for 
I he death of _\nna, of Yrhich l\1rs. Arnol<l had 
infonncrl Jwr, and hopiug that, in the course of 
thn next fortnight, she should have an oppor­
t nnity of hanking her in 1Jcrson, for the kin<l 
:i.m1 afii.·c1 iona{c en.re she ha<l taken of her chil­
t. ren ·; ,vhcn bhc shonkl, ·w ith Mr. Stanky, visit 
1Iil W')Od, for the purpose of recci ving their 
n'maining tlmu:i:htcr from her hauds; at which 
1 imc, they hoped their ov:n house would be 
ready to receive them on their return. 

All this, )1rs . Irvin had expected to hear; ~nd 
she communicated the intelligence to Ellen wilh 
composure, which the affectionate girl tried to 
imitate.-She proposed writing to her parents to 
welcome their arrival; and, after many letters 
begun, none of which she thought respectful 
enough, :me was concluded and sent to the post­
officc. 

Tl1e next week, she could not help expecting 
an an ·,yer, though her annL endeavoured to 
make her think, that the various occupations of 
lter mother, and the many fricn<ls she would 
luwc to congratulate hc'r on her return, together 
with t.he prospect of their early meeting, would 
prevent her writ inp;, and he wa obliged to 
sati fy herself with tl1c c conjectures, as no 
ans"cr arrirctl, an l the forlui6ht ·was now 
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elapsed, in which tl1ey had appointctl to come. 
-Ellen employed herself every day in formiJJg· 
plans for her future conduct ; sl1e selected those 
books she had learnt most from, and had greatest 
pleasure in perusing, to take with her; and her 
music was examined again and agaiu, not only 
to take what she herself approved, but ,vhat 
she thought her father and mother wouhl lil"e to 
hear her play. She visited eyery house in the 
village; repeating her promise of remembering 
them when she ·was far away; and with ~fary 
Forbes she spent a little time almost every cycn­
rng, in enclea--rouring to reconcile her to her 
loss. 

AT length a servant of l\Ir. St.111lry arri,,ed, 
ns the harbinger of iheir approach; and when 
:Martin came in to deliver the 1c~ter lie had 
brought, she was nearly as much agitated as 
her young mistress.-" You cannot think ,vhat 
a. fine livery he has, Miss," said she, hardly 
knowing that she spoke, " "onlcl you like to 
see him? if yon go to the window on the stairs, 
yon may, as he comes from the stable : for 
John is gone there ,vith him to put his horse 
in." 

Ellen was O'Oino- to answer; ,vhcn l\Ir~. Irvin, b n 
hn:ving read tl1r letter, gan~ it, to her.-" Thc_y 
,, ill b~ here to-nigh1 ," sai( she; " nnd spraJ...-
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incr to l\tlartin, she o~·dcrcll her i.o sec tha.t tlie 
best apariment was ready for their r<'ception, 
and that another bed was made up for ~fiss 
Arnold, ·whom they were to bring with them." 

l\LLrtin left the room, anJ Ellen, with a 
trembling voice, said ; " They will be here in 
two or three hours, I dare sny." 

" 1~<'s, my dear," r('plicd Mrs. Irvin, " and 
you will, I hope, compo e you1·sclf n.nd behave· 
as you ought.-Y ou see," continued she, '' your 
mother makes an apology for not answering 
your le Her, and has brought lVIil-s Arnold ,vith 
her, thinking, as an old acquair..ta.nce, you 
would be glad to see her." 

" I want to see nobody,', said Ellen: "I 
think I never was so frightened in my life:"­
and she burst into tears. ~1rs. Irvin felt for her; 
but she was not sorry to sec this effort of her 
agitation, as she hoped it would relieve and 
calm her mind : nor was she disappointed ; in 
a few moments, she dried her eyes;-" I 1-vill 
not fear," said she; " why should I ?-In three 
hours do you think they will be here ?" added 
he, as she walked to the window, and then to 

the gla s. It was almost the first time in her 
life that she had looked into ii with any anxiety. 
-" I ·wonder how my parents would like to see 
me dressed?" said she; "I should not like to 
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appear very awkward in their eyes: but I know 

uothing of the fashion." 

~1rs. Jryiu advised her not to indulge these 

thoughts, but rather to sit dovm to the instrn­

mrnt, and endeavour to cheer her spirits by 

music. After l}laying a little \\hile, she ac• 

companied her aLmt to the apartments prepared 

for their gncsts, and then retiring to her o,n1, 

she once more implored the protection and as• 

sistance of the AL:\llGHTY, till with a hrart. 

quite strengthened, she rel urned to her al n 1, 

who rejoiced to sec her brightened countemrncr, 

and they sat reanimating each other, till the. · 

hmr<l the sonnd of the cnrria;!:,<' ~1ppro:1rl1ing 

the outer g,ttc.-Ellen~s colonr chnng;ed, a~ she 

saw her father's serrnnt "ith her a.mt'::; runnin!r 
' 

to conduct thrm to i he door. 
" It will soon be over," said she to herself; 

" in one minute, I shall sec my parellis !'' 

1lrs. Irvin went to meet ihcm in the hall· 

but Ellen was mrnble to follow; ~he almo!-,t 

fainted, when she heard the voice of her mo­

ther as she entered the hon~c; and hacl not 1 Ti!:: 

Arnold, who was curious to ,vitnr sher feeling_;;, 

come in to her, while ::Hrs. Irvin con<luctul J\Ir. 

and 1\Irs. Stanley to another parlour, she coul(l 

not have recovered her elf. 
The appearance of .diss Arnold seemed to 
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'ncourngc her, and she returned her cold sal ute 

with real affrction.-" This is very goo{l of 
y011," said she; " but where is my mother? I 
thought I heard her voice." 

" Come with me, my <lear," said this now 
welcome guest; " I will introduce you; she is . . '' 11npaticnt to cc you . 

Ellen attempted to move, and again pantcJ 
for breath.-" I am so frightened,-" aid she. 

"I cnn imagine your feelings," r turned l\Iiss 
Arnold; "but indc,,,l there is no c~n5c of fear, 
yon will rnon fb,1 your mother all von wish ." .. .. , . 

" .Ah!" thong ht EllcH, " if I con.I I!" as 
she ,ms hurried across the haU h_v her young­
frienc1, who, opening- the door of iliC' room in 
,, h ich ?1Irs. ~itn11lry ,vas, said, " 1 havr brought 
E~lcn, lHa'am ;-she ,...-as so mnch alnrwcd and 
n;:tlafcd or she ,H)til{l Jmn· come before." 

The trembling girl lifted np he:· <>yes as she 
entered hc•hin<l her conductrr s, and folt her 
courag(' r ·~ ,'i ve on seeing her aunt's placid coun­
teinncc. 

:;\Irs. Irvin fornerl to the lady w110 at next 
her, and whose ryrs were fixccl on Etlcn :­
" Herc, my dear sister, is your dau!;hter," said 
~he; " and mine also, for you must allow me to 
call her so; I love her as snch :" ancl, pniting 
Ellen's hand into that of 1\Ir. Stanley, she a<l­
<led, " let me share her love with you." 

l 
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,< At present," said lVIrs. Stanley, yon havt' 
the largest claim to all: but I hope," auded sbr. 
drawing her agitated child towards her, " I 
shall in future obtain it likewise." 

" 0 my dear mother," said Ellen, sinking on 
her knees before her, " that I may deserve 
yours 1-" was all she could sa .r. 

l\,Irs. Stanley seemed affected, and raising her 
from the posture she ·was in, kissed her ,vith 
emotion. 

1"Ir. Stanley now entered ; and observing 
Ellen seated by her mother, he said, " Is this 
our daughter ?-Mrs. Irvin; upon my honour, 
her appearance makes my absence from Eng­
land seem long indeed! why, she is quite a 
young woman : " and as Ellen rose to approach 
him, be met her with all the politeness of a 
man of fashion, though not "ith the affection 
of a father; and taking her hand, he put it to 
his lips, and led her again to her seat. 

Ellen was astonished.-'' Is this ti~,~ way all 
fathers meet their children ?" thought she; 
" surely, mine takes me for some one else;" 
and she looked at her aunt to speak for her. 

Mrs. Irvin felt hurt, anrl said, " Ellen rc­
cei ves you but coolly, Mr. Stanley; but her 
actions at present ill accord with her heart; it 
is there, she wishes to shew you all the duty of 
a child." 

Ill 
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"I am not sure," returned l\Ir. Stanley, "that 

I hall wish to receive it: to haye such a great 
girl calling me father, will make me appear 
quite old; on the contrary, I assure you, your 
sister an<l myself are returned very young ; the 
yea rs we have spent abroad we do not mean to 
reckon in onr lives." 

Again Ellen was surprised, as her father once 
more approached her, and a<ldcJ; "therefore, 
my clear child, you should have been but six or 
eight years old; and then, perhaps, I might 
have o-wned you: but as it is, I believe you must 
be only my yo1mger sister.-1\Irs. Stanley, what 
ay you to this arrangement?" 

" A very good plan," answered she; "for 
upon my word, now I think of it, I should be 
nshamcd of my age, were I to introduce her as 
m.v cfo.ughter." 

" \ Vhatevcr I may be, in the eyes of the 
"orld, my dear l\Iadam," answered Ell n, ga~ 
thering courage ; " I hc1Je neither . ou, nor my 
dear father "ill de.1y me the aHcction I may 
claim as yo.tr child; it shall J,p my endeavour 
to clc'!!-erye it :-and indeed," a:.i<lcd ·he, obscn·­
i11g them smile,- '' I am not so very old, though 
I am tall : consider how 1 ha ,·e hCl"n educated." 

" Very true," retur 1~d lWr. Stanley, who 
a ppcr!·~cl IJicascd with what she had said; " I 
can ce you have not been brought very forward, 

G 
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and therefore I believe I may venture io salute 

you as my daughter, at least for the present."­

Aud with these words, he kissed her check, and 

again le<l her to her scat. 

Though Mr. Stanley's manner was not such 

as l\Irs. Irvin conld entirely approYc; yet she 

was pleased to obserYe that hr 1-e,•med satisfird 

with the appearance of Ellen, all(l ·was remark­

ably attentive to her all the eYrning. 

On entering the oihrr })arlour, where tea and 

coflre had been or<lere<1, l\fiss Arnold, wl10 had 

been a silent spectator of ihc aboye scene, ex­

pressed great pleasure at bcho]c.liug the instru­

ment, " her okl friend," as she iermcd it; and 

promised :Mr. and Mrs. Stanley much satisfac­

tion on hearing their daughter perform on it. 

After ten, Ellen played some of her best 

pieces; and both father and motlier were agrec­

n.bly surpri~ed to find their expectations had not 

been too higbly mi -eel. 
The evening passed off better than l\.Irs. Jryjn 

supposed; and before they scparatccl for the 

night, Ellen attended her mother to her apart­

ment, and begged to introduce l\lartin to lier. 

Mrs. Stanley received this faithful servant of 

her children with some appearance of satisfac­

tion ; and now for the first time thought of poor 

Anna, whom she had left with Ellen under her 

care. 
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l\.Iartin could haYe talked for ever of her late 
charo·e: but l\f rs . Stanley expres~cd herself fa-~ 

tigued with her journey, and they soon left 
her. 

,v11en they went to bed, l\Iiss Arnold de­
sired Ellen would come with her into her room, 
whcrr, ,vith many expressions of tegard, she 
askcrl her, " if she was not delighted with the 
thought of returning to town with them?­
Dou ·t you wish to l\.now when Mr. and l\frs. 
d :mky talk of going?" said she; " they will 
uot stay more than one day; th<'y said so, on 
their journey, for I was sure this stupid place 
wou.l<l not suit them :-forgive me, my Jear, 
but now you are going from it, I may say so,­
wc shall soon s1ww you ·what life is." 

Ellen sighed and said, " only one day will 
they stay? I hoped at least a week." 

" ,vhy .7;ou arc to go with ns, you know," 
an wercd ~Iiss Arnold; " and to London! only 
think of tha1." 

" I wish I conkl, with more pleasure than I 
clo,'' ans\\crcd Ellen; "but this place has much 
g-reatcr charms fur me ;-my sentiments are not 
changed since the summer you were here," ad­
ded she with a smile; " you know, then I did 
not wish to leave it ; and now t.o go from my 
aunt, seems worse than ever!" 

G 2 
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Her gay companion in vain endeayoured to 

make her think otherwise, and Ellen ·was glad to 

,, i~h her good night, and retire t.o her own 

1·oom, where she found her aunt waiting to l1ave 

a little conver:,ation with her, befo;:e she retired 

to rest. 
Ellen told her what she ha<l heard, and her aunt 

confirmed her fears by saying, Mr. Staulry had 
memioncd the time of their return; but at the 
same moment she ·would have removed them, 

Ellen looked as if sl1e wished to ask, what was 

lier opinion of the reception she had met with, 
and l\Irs. Irvin tried to raise her hopes from · 

it.-" Y~ ou had no right to exprct very warm 

affection in your parents," said she, " separated 

at such an early age from tl1em: but from your 
father I hope you will meet with encourage­
men1, and from your mother increased regard :­

J joyfully observed your father's look of appro­
bation while you were playing, and prcsnge 
great. things from it; he will not long think you 
4.,o tall and too old t.o be his daughter, but "\\ill 
be proud to call you so." 

Thus did this a.lfoctionate aunt emlcavour t.o 

1aisc the spirits of her clrJectcd niece, and after 

c01.1mcmlin~,. her to the care of Pnov1n£xcE, 
left her to herself. 

The next morning, thry spent some hours 
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together: before their visitors arose, and at 
Ellen's earnest intreaty, she promised that if l\Ir. 
and l\1rs. Stanley r..skcd her, she would accom • 
pany them to tmvn, and see her comfortably 
settled in her father's house. 

This grant, so unexpectedly gained, quite ex­
hilarated Ellen's spirits, and she met her 1Jarents 
at breakfast ·with a cheerful air of unresfraint, 
and was aLle to talk of their future plans with 
IJlcasu.re. 

1n the conrsc of the day, l\Irs. Stanley mrn­
tioned that the succeeding one was fixed for 
1hdr rc{m:11, but if ]Hrs. Irvin would allow them 
1he favour of her company, they would pro­
long their stay till the following morning. El­
len could not help repeating her sup1Jlication :­
" Do, my dear aunt," said she, " pray do." 

" "\Vhat arc you so pathetically imploring, 
my dear?" said her father, who had not been 
attending to their conversation. 

The request for l\'lrs. Irvin's company was 
again repeated, a1hl he joined in the entreaty; 
" For Ellen's sake, I know you will," said he. 

This ,vas a plea ~Irs. Irvin "·1s not inclined 
to refuse ; and, coming from him also, it acted 
with its foll force :-she gave her con:sent, and 
1.hc whole party cxprc. sed their pleasure. As 
for Ellen, she was dclighte:l; it ·was "hat till 
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now, she had not thought of asking, and aft~r 
having feared ihat the next day she must be <'ll· 

tirely separated from her aunt, it appeared as a 
reprieve from all that was terrible. She chatted 
with Miss Arnold, sang lier most lively airs, 
and J1er parents had no reason to complain that 
she was too serious. 

After dinner, l\Irs. Stanley brought into the 
room several handsome presents, the produce of 
the lntlics, of which she begged her sister's ac­
ceptance; nor was Martin forgotten in the dis­
tribution. 

As it was a very fine evening, Ellen persuaded 
her parents and Miss Arnold to take a little walk; 
and though she did not lead them into the vil­
lage, several of the poor people, on hearing of 
their approach, gathered together in the road 
to see Miss Ellen's " fine company," as they 
were called. 

On their return to the house, they found Mr. 
Herbert, who had been for some days absent 
from Milwood, and, on his coming home, has­
tened to hear if his young friend had yet left 
it. Mrs. Irvin made him promise to stay the 
remainder of the evening; and, on her sister's 
entrance, introduced this worthy man, as one of 
their first friends.-~1:rs. Stanley received him 
with a cold civility, and, while she recollected 
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his kindness io her in her early youth, endea­
voured to express a pleasure she did not feel, at 
again seeing him. 

This evenin°· and the next day passed off but 
heavily io the London party; while Ellen, 
early in the morning, walked to the villagc, to 
bid adieu to all her humble friends; and lea Ying 
them with tears in their eyes, she rcpeatctl her 
former promises of remembrance. 

Thiartin, that day, had full employment in 
putting up hers, and her annt's clothes, ·with 
all that Ellen had desired might br sent nfter hrr, 
and she thought of the next morning with less 
apprehension than she could lune imagined. 
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CH.APT ER VIII. 

" Still as through life's perplexing m:i?:e T stray, " Be thou the guiding star to mark my way ! " Cowlnc t the steps of mv ungnankcl youth , 
" And point their motion6 to the paths of Truth! 

E. CARn.R, -
AnouT nine o'clock tl1e next. morninO', t lie 
whole party were in l\rir. Stat1l<·y's trnvc1liHg• 
coach, and arrived in London before the close of t11e evening. 

Ellen was astonished at the magnificence of 
the streets through which they passed. Tl1c 
carriage stopped at a large house in Grosvenor­
square; when they alighted, and were shewn 
into a very handsome dru-wing-room, where 
thry found the other l\,Iiss ArnoU ,vaiting their arrival. She ·welcomed ~Irs . Iniri an<l Ellen 
with great cordiality, and particularly congra .. 
iula1ed 1hc latter on her emancipation from the 
country. 

This evening- all ·was hurry and confusion ; 
and ~Irs. In in was glad to retire early with her 
lllt'CC'. 
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,vhcn they ,vcrc alone, each seemed uncom­

fortablP, though both were unwilling to assign 
the cause of their uneasiness, and the fatigue of 
their journey served as an excuse for their 

·1 s1.rnce. 
The next morning, ihe bustle in the house 

was still grrater.-1\1:r. Stanley found many things 
,vhich he hnd ordered for his o,..-n accommoda­
tion, not done; this put him ont of humour, 
and the scrYants ·were flying for the workmen !o 
come and receive his orders. His lady was all 
the morning in her <lre."'sing-roorn, directing her 
maid how she should ornament her table and 
g ass, and seeing her clothes laiJ smooth in her 
wardrobe. 

El1c11 also had her things brought to her 
n1 artment ; but ~he felt no inclination to ar­
rnr1ge them.-" It \Yili be arr amusc1i1cnt to me 
some time hence," said she; and her mind re­
verted to the day her aunt would leave her, 
though she feared to trust her voice to mcntio11 
it: anJ the intervcn~ng ~imc from breakfast to 
dinner, l\ilrs. Irvin spent with her in endeavour­
ing to re~d and recal some of those antidotes 
1.o an . .:.iety, which they had formerly fo md effi­
cacious_: nor were they now unsuccessful. 

At dim.er, they met their friends with placid 
looks, which only served to increase the chu­
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grin of lVIr. and Mrs. Stanley, who had jnst 
been disappointed of lVIr. and l\1rs. Arnold·s 
company to dinner, and this was enough to dis­
compose them for the rest of the- day.-At a 
loss for amusement in themselves, they had cYcr 
been accustomed to loo'.~ to others for a supply. 

"\Vhat shall ·we do '\\'ith ourselves all the 
evening?" said l\1rs. Stanley: " if it were not so 
warm, we would go to the Theatre; and yet I 
should not like to make my appearance there, 
till I had first received the visits of my ac­
quaintance.,., 

" Such living as this is dreadful,,,. inter­
rupted Mr. Stanley, who had been lounging in 
his chair, inattentive to all around him.-" I 
beg your pardon, Mrs. Irvin, but I cannot think 
how you have been able to live so much alone." 

" I never could have spent my time so much 
to my satisfaction," answered she, " without 
this dear girl, and books, and music: with these, 
the time never appeared tedious." 

Ellen, at the mention of music, ventured to 
speak ; observing she had seen an instrument in 
the other room.-" I hope I shall be. able to 
amuse you after tea, my dear father," added 
she. 

" Oh!" said l\Irs. Stanley, " we cannot have 
music all day long: besides, one performer is 

p 
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scarcely worth l1earing; you must learn to play 
in concert, and then perhaps you may amuse us 
for half an hour." 

This appeared so much like a reproof to El­
len, that she remained silent and hurt; but l\1rs. 
Irv.in, ever wishing to divert her thoughts from 
this subject, mentioned books to her sister.­
" Don't you find them an agreeable substitute 
for company ?" asked she. 

" I don't know," answered Mrs. Stanley; I 
think they arc all alike; and then it is so much 
trouble to choose which I should like; and 
when I have read, I find so little amusement from 
it, that I seldom take a book in my hand: but 
the newspapers arc interesting enough; I some• 
times read them." 

" Ah, the newspapers," said Mr. Stanley, 
starting up, and ringing the bell; " I never 
thought of ihem; I ordered one to he brought 
here every day; I wonder if there are any in 
the house?" 

On the servant's appearing, he was answered, 
" none had been brought;" which produced 
another storm in his countenance, and the man 
·was dispatched to procure one immediately. 

By this time, tea was ordered in another room; 
after which, Ellen was desired to try the instru­
ment; as it was a new one, and the maker had 
IJromised to change it, if not approved of. 
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She was delighted with its tones, though sorry 
to observe it could not remove the gloom of her 
father, or the languor of her mother, who, 
after the conten1s of the newspaper had been 
discussed, were again at a loss for conversation. 
Something was said in the paper, of the con­
tents of a valuable library to be sold; ancl this 
1·cminded l\1r. Stanley of having one of his 
rooms fitted up in this style. 

" If it is the fashion," said l\frs. Stanley, "1 
suppose we must have one, though I heartily 
lwpe, after a few days, when our friends know 
of our being in town, we shall be so much en­
gnged, as not to have any time for reading, or 
any thing else but dressing and visiting." 

The evening passed off heavily, and the whole 
party retired early, determined, if possible, not 
to spend another day in this manner. 

1T would be endless to recapitulate all the 
visitors, that, in the course of the week, left 
iheir cards at the door of :Mrs. Stanley, or of aH 
the mantua-makers, fancy-dress makers, and 
milliners, that were employed to modernize 
poor Ellen, and " to make her (in dress, at 
least,) a little more like other people ; "-this 
was Mrs. Stanley's kind expression, when she 
introduced these fantastical fopperies to her 
daughter's notice, and who was much dis-
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plcasc<l at her not appearing extremely delighted 
at being made the object of their attention . 

"Oh, dear Ma'am," said one, " lVIiss St,m­
Icy, requires very liHlc to make her appearance 
suitahle to her rank ." 

" I think," says another, " there is a great 
similarity between Miss Stanley and Lady Aune 
Forester, ,,ho is jnst come out this Spring~ I 
made snch a charming rohc for her ladyship but 
Jast week; if you like, l\ia'am, I could, ,,ith a 
few alterations, make snch an one for J\fiss Stan­
ley : it ·was very becoming." 

Elfrn bore very liHle part in these consultations, 
nor conlcl she appear so much pleased as she 
wished to be, when she thought herself obliged 
to her mother for thus endeavouring to improve 
her, though she could not help thinking the 
monry she was thus expending, might have been 
better bcstmved. 

The letters that l\Irs. Irvin received from Mil­
wood, seemed to indicate that her presence was 
wanted there, and she tl10ught she could per­
ceive that neither Mr. or l\tlrs. Stanley would 
r grct her !raving them ; yet the imploring 
looks of Ellen, whenever her departure was men­
tioned, had hitherto prev<'nted her fixing any 
time for ii; till, at 1hr end of a full month, 
she declared she must name the day for her re­
turn, and nothing mnst prevent it. 

I 
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Ellrn heard her determination with a heavy 
counte1nncf', and once had thoucrhts of askincr 

0 o 
to go with her; but the recollection of all her 
aunt had said of her duty to her parents, checked 
these suggestions; and, throwing her arms round 
the neck of this dear and valued friend, she pro­
mised not to repine.-" But you will write to 
me," said she, "promise me again and again, 
my dear aunt; and if you should be ill, or at 
any time want my assistance in ·what I know t.o 

be of far more consequence than the vain pur­
suits I must shortly follow, do not deny me the 
pleasure of again living with you at Milwood." 

" l\!Irs. Irvin returned an affectionate answer; 
and after having received from Ellen a promise 
of writing to her every thought of her heart, 
and from Mr. and Mrs. Stanley, many un-

. meaning speeches of the pleasure her company 
had afforded them, and regret at her departure, 
she got into a postchaise, without trusting her­
srlf o take a particular farewel of her niece, 
who silently attended her, with her father, to 
the door : and when, for the last time, she looked 
at her aunt, the eyes of each were filled with 
tears, as Mrs. Irvin fondly repeated, "Gon 
bless you, my dear, dear Ellen ! " 

As soon as the chaise drove from the door, the 
sorrmving girl flew to her own room, where, 
without perceiving the maid, whom her mothc?; 
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had hired a few days before to attend upon her, 
she threw herself into a chair, and burst into 
tears. The young woman nppeared astonished, 
and with great civility, asked. if she was unwell, 
or " if she could bring her any thing?" 

" 0 no," said Ellen, still wef'ping; "I haye 
lo t my best friend! my aunt is gone! bul do 
not tell l\1amma how sorry I am ; and yet," 
added she, hesitating, " there is nothing wrong 
in it, and if there was she would not be dis­
pleased." 

" Dear me, no, miss," said the maid, " your 
l\Iamma, I am sure, cannot be angry; it is very 
natural to cry ,, hen we parl from friends ; and 
I dare say the lady that is ju t gon<', is more 
natural to you than your own mother; for I 
think I have heard, that you have lived with 
her ever since you were born, and never saw 
your l\famma till now." 

Ellen began to recollect herself, and, fearing 
to speak much on this subject, and to a servant 
Jikewi e, slightly answered, " It was true; she 
had left her parents so early, that they were al­
most strangers to her when they met; and hav• 
ing lived with her aunt for so many years, she 
could not help feeling a great deal at her depar• 
tu re : and thanking her for her attention, she 
dried her eyes, and went to seek her mother. 
She found her very busily engaged with her 
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o-wn maid, in looking for a convenient place to 
deposit more hats and caps, ··which were just 
bronght from the milliner's; ancl seeing Ellen, 
she told her she intended taking her that cvcnincr ...... 0 to one of the public gardens, and clcsirccl her, 
therefore, to consult her servant, (wlw, she had 
been assured, pos. esscd great ta~te in dress,) on 
·what he hould wear.-" ... Tow your aunt is 
gone," coptinued she, " I suppose you ,,ill 
want something to console yon for her loss, and 
there you ,Yill hear some beautiful music, and 
sec some fine fire-works : arc not you plc!ls"d 
w:th 1he tho11ght of it?" said sl1c, rather has­
tily, ol serving that Ellen still looked melan­
choly. 

" ·Yes, l\famma," replied the frig-htcd girl, 
,~ I slrn.11 like it ,ery much ; hut shall "\YC not 
sec a great deal o~· company?" 

" To be sure v;c shall," replied )Irs. Shn­
lt"'J ; " or I assure yon I woulcl not go : but you 
need not be ahnned; I can venture to say no 
one will :::peak or 1oo1· :11 you ; go along, child, 
and consider ,vhat you shall wear." 

Ellen heartily ho1,ed her mother's prediction 
would prove true; and returning to her own 
room, which ~he now fonnd empty, sl1e was 
willin~ to indulge herself with a little reading; 
a1i.... · 1. i. .. iorc determined to delay the important 
consultation till nearer dinner. 
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\\Thrn she had composed her mind with a 
fayouriic author, she rang the bell, and, on 
hrr servant's aHcnding, she told her what her 
mother had desired; and, as Ellen was not 
W'ry pariicular as to what she would 1,year, so it 
,ms not lrhat she called " very fine indeed," 
her choice was soon made, and she went to the 
dining-room, with a dctermina1ion to be pleased 
with her mother's IJroposal, and to anticipate 
only pleasure from the evening's entertainment. 

i\Ir. Stanley dined out that day; but they 
were to go in l\Ir. an<l l\irs. Arnolcl's party, and 
scvcntl gentlemen witl1 them. 

As Mrs. Stanley had not yet given up the 
idea of being admired, she was not displeased 
at hearing Ellen had chosen a dress which gave 
her more the appearance of a child than she 
really was. 

It was late in the evening before the carriage 
was orderecl; nnd Ellen followed her mother 
into it, with a disposition half afraid and half 
pleased; arnl as they drove to the entrance of 
the gardens, she could not tell what ·were her 
cxpccfntions. 8hc thonght of her amn's nrrivnl 
at l\Iilwoocl, -which she supposed ,rns about 
this time; but soon the carriage stopped, and 
she wn' awakened from I1er reverie, ,vhcn she 
.3aw ~fr . .Arnold at the door of it, ready to hand 
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l1er ont . Her mind was all confusion, and &he 
,vas hurried along, without knowing where she 
was, or whom she followed. 

Thry soon reached their party, and immc• 
diatc]y the :rvfi~s Arno1cL5 seized her arm, and 

began enquiring if she was not delighted. A 
box had been procured for them near the or­
chestra : and when the music began, Ellen 
wishe<l for no other amusement. 

Iler young companions, who were much more 

gaily dressed than herself, when they had heard 
all her observations on the illnmination and 
ornaments of the place, ·were very wilting to 
resign her whole attention to the band, "hile 
theirs was more agreeably engrossed by the con­
versation of the gentlemen who attended them; 
and they silently exulted over Ellen, that thry 
received more attention than herself, while she 
felt contented to remain unnoticed, if, without 
interruption, she might attend to what she 
thought much better worth hearing. 

Mrs. Stanley paid little attention to her daugh• 
ter; for, like the Miss Arnolds, she too was en­
gaged in conversation with a gentleman ; and 
Ellen began to think, if this was going into 
public, she should not so much mind it:-" I 
can sit very quietly here," thought slle, " and 
be very agreeably entertained; and it is amusing 

ll' 
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<>nough io sec the compau_y walking about; nay, 
I don't think my aunt ·would dislike this ;-I 
,~ i!:>h she was here!" 

But it was not long the rest of the party were 
inclined to sit; and :\lrs. Arnold proposed walk­
ing through the gardens.-" Besides, the fire­
works are soon to begin/' said she, "and we 
shall not get a good situation to sec them." 

This v,as not what Ellen wished; but she 
~1ood up with the others, and when no one of­
forcd her an arm, she remained distressed and 
confu.-cd. She looked first at her mother, but 
lier eye was never cast on her; then at the ~iiss 
Arnolds, but they were laughing very loud at 
something their compuniou had said: and had 
not their father, \\ith some good-nature tow:irds 
Ellen, reminded them of her, she would have 
been totally disregarded. 

The youngest now addressed some conversa­
tion to her, and, putting her arm within hers, 
they followed the company through some very 
prct1y ,rnlks, with which Ellen expressed herself 
much plea ed. 

Mr. Arnold joined his daughter and Ellen, 
a.rid conducted them to the spot whence they 
were to see the fireworks; with which Ellen 
was equally a ·tonished and pleased; and on the 
whole, ihe evening was more agreeable than she 
expected. 
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.. As c !1e returned home with her mother, !,h~ 

thankc<l 11erfor the entertainment she had received; 

but the lateness of the honr, aml the confusion 

of the company she had been in, were so new to 

her that she felt quite fatigued, and retired to 

her ova1 apnrtment as soon as they alighted-_ 

There her maid atLemled to undress her; but 

Ellen, unable to ans·wer all her enquiries, of how 

she had been entertained, and what she had 

seen? soon dismissed her; and having recom­

mended herself to the ALi\IIGHTY, she got into 

bed ; bL1t the ~urry and bustle she had been so 

unaccustomed to, prevented her slc 'ping for 

many hours after she was there. This made her 
later in the morning ; and she found reason to 

regret the last night's pleasure, as it prevented 

lier pursuing her usual plan of reading and 

writing before the breakfast hour. 

She now received lessons of music and dan­

cing from the most eminent masters; and l\Ir. 
Stanley seeme<l interested in her improvement in 

these accomplishments. In the former, her na• 

tive taste soon made lier excel; and as she fonncl 

l1cr father pleased "\\ iih her attention to it, ~he 

enclca,ouretl to gain more courage as a perfor­

mer, and it was not long before ~h e conqucrc<l 

the diffidence she at first folt ,vhe 1 she attempted 

to sing and play before any company. 0 
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rr1rn summer was now far advanced; and as 

most of the fashionable world were leaving the 
town for a few weeks, l\Irs . Stanley also ·wi~hed 
to visit the country for that time. 

Ellen thought of ~Iilwood; bnt her Jiopcs 
were soon checked by the mention of Brighton, 
or Tunbridge ,V ells, or some other place of gay 
resort; the latter was fixed on, n house tal~cn, and 
the whole family removed there for a month or six weeks. 

Here Ellen had the uncxpccic<1 plcasure of 
meeting with ]1cr good friend 1\L . Herbert, 
·whose health obliged him to leave the duties of 
l1is parish for a sl10rt time; and in his society, 
and reading the excellent and affectionate letters 
she often received from her aunt, she found 
more pleasure than in all the gay assemLlics 
which ~he attended -wilh her mother. 

The unaflcctc<l simplici(v of her mmmrrs 
gained her notice and nd mir.1tion, whid1, in 
those who could engage 1wr in any conversation 
beyond the trilling pursuits of the day, wns 
generally increased to rs{ecm. This, wit11 , tl:c 
splendid appearance of 1wr father's equipage, 
made her acquaintance more ancl more sought 

' for; hut, happily for Ellen, the cxcellrnt instruc­
tions she had rrceivcd, were too deeply cngTaYcn 
on her mind, to suffer the compliments that 
were so often paid ilcr, to make any lastLng im-
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prcssion; antl though, for a time, she ser1.11r<l 

pkascd with "hat slie hranl, the sat iilaction 

·wa but transient; ancl whrn retired within her­

self, " the world sl1nt out," she ,vonld blush at 

the recollection of t.hc unn1eaning discourse ha 

liacl listened to. 

These ··were not her frelings \\hen at Milwood, 

nor at Tunbridge, ,, hen she con Id gain prr­

mi . ion to walk out with ~Ir. Herbert, who 

often called on her for that purpose: and then, 

as it was his inYariable custom, to search for 

objrcts of charity and compassion, on which he 

could bestow, at least, tl:e comfort of commise­

ration, and oftentimes relieve the wournlcd 

mind, bending under the weight of mi~rry, 

which mortal nature, unsupported by religion, 

,,ould too probably sink under. Ellrn's heart 

rejoiced in the opp01inni1y of rc1i.~, ing their 

temporal wants, as her father's liberality had 

put in her power. 
There was also a very agreeable farnily, with 

,, hom l\Ir. Herbert became acquaintccl, and 

whom the ill hca 1th of one of the dnug·htcrs 

lwcl brought t.o this place. 

In her ,rn.lks with th is good man, Ellen had 

often met aud joined them, though in the places 

of public resort, she had seen none of the family 

except th<' young men, wh.o there bowed to her 

at a distance, but, d iscouraged by {lie super-
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cilious looks of l\Irs. Stanley, Jrnd not Yrnturcd 
to addr , ·sher, as an acquaintance. ,vith every 
part of this family Ellen was nmch pleased, 
o.nd she was glad to hear they intended bnying 
a house in the neighbourhood of :CVfilH·oo!L 

Trrn ronnd of company, and tl1e late hJars, 
Ellrn was now obliged to conform to, soon dc­
priYccl her of that look of health for which she 
had fornwrly been bo1 h admired and envied; 
she became pale and clc-jectecl, and looked like 
all other fashionable ladies, ,vhen not supplied 
by the roses of art, quite worn oat in the pnr­
snit of pleasure, but her mother appeared more 
attached to Lcr, and her father was delighted to 
observe the admiration she generally attracted. 

It was one evening, that she felt herself more 
than u ually unwell, that &he begged io hr ex­
en c<l from attending the theatre; and though 
her mother feared the being so long alone won l<l 
hurt lier spirit:, after many entreaties ancl a!­
suranccs to the contrmy, . he cornpli1•d, nncl 
Ellen was left to enjoy th<' evening as she liked. 
She only feared it l\ onlcl he too sJ1ort : anc.1 on 
Thlrs. Stanley' return, she ·was o for from fincl­
ing her complaining of the tcdiou ncss of the 
time, that she appeared su rprised to sec her so 
soon. For one moment, :i\frs. Sfanlry wished to 
obtain this valuable kninrledgc of thus spcrn1ing 



Tll'C TWDI SISTirn~. 

a few hours quite by herself without being rn­

tircly devoured by the spleen ; but she recol­

kctcd, her health and fortune were both such as 

would allow her to partake of eYcry public 

amn!-cmcnt, and she need not study for solitary 

ones, sincr she ·was detenninecl never to be alone: 

ycl slw congratulated her daughter on being ~o 

well able to amuse hrrself when deprived of 

cYcry other resource.-" But why had you not 

sent for a novel," said she, on taking up one of 

the books Ellen had cho~cn for the evening, and 

which was on a serious subject; "would it not 

have been a better companion than this?" 

Ellen answered, with great good-humon r; 

" not in my opinion, my clear mother; since 

this book speaks truth, which 1w,cls never clo.:' 

l\f rs. Stanley remarked she had &omc very oJd 

notions, and then procecclrd io give her an ac­

count of the play, and the company she had 

seen; all of which Ellen endeavoured to appear 

inicrrstC'd in. 
The next morning, she ·went ·with her rno-

tLer to one of ,he Public Libraries, -nherr, at her 

tl!'$ire, she had before put her name, "'ith that of 

1 Irs. ~tanlcy, to a raffie. Two or ihrcc gentle­

men ,\ere reading the list of the names of the 

· ubscribers; ancl theirs were repeated amoug· 

the rest. 
" ,v110 arc the Stanlrys ?" said one of these 

3 
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fashionable loungers, who either did not know 
thry were in the shop, or pretended io be igno­
rant of it. 

Another answered, " they were rich Nabobs, 
just come from the East ." 

" They have one daughter," added another: 
(Ellen felt her curiosity excited, and her colour 
rise, as they continued :) "but I hear she is no­
thing at all, neither handsome, nor accomplished, 
but very awklrnrd ." 

" Sure," thought Ellen, " I ought not to be 
mortified at this; I dare say it is the trut11, 
though I have lately heard so much to the con-
trary." ~ 

Her rcf!rctions were intc1n1picd by her mo­
ther's tali.ing her arm, and wnlki11g out of the 
shop. As she had been speaking- to one of the" 
persons in it, sb~ had not heard what had gin·n 
.Ellen this uneasiness, nucl thcrcfrnl' lfonucrcd at her sil<'ncc. 

As they passed the "i1•{:ow, attended by their 
footman, one of the gent tcr.1en exclaimed, "Ah, 
that's the Stanley's livery," and a loud laugh 
ensm'd, "hich still rung in Ellen's ears ·whcu 
far a,\ay from the place in which she had heard ii. 

,: \\~hat is the matter wi.th you, child:" saicl 
ufrs. Stanl<'y; " you. erm quite stupid.,, EIIra 
~new not ·whether she ::-hould tell lier mother th~ 

H 
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mortification she had rcrcin~d, or noL wlwu 
they "·ere })inrd by anotbrr party, ancl she lost 
the opportm1ify; and as no conw•rsation was 
}Jarticularly adchessed to lier, she continued to 
nnnin:.itc on it, till she was angry wi{h herself at 
feeling it as such. 

" IlaYe I not acl,umvlctlge<l it to be trut11," 
said shr~ " and d..1y should I be so <lisplcasrcl ut 
it ? C1tknown to 1nvself. I lmYe contracted a < , 

loH' of admiration; I alrPady begin to look for 
praise, and i.o be hurt if I don't receiYe it:"­
nud at night ~hr took hcr~elf sryrrcly to ta~k for 
allowing it to have this cfiect. She saw from 
this incident, ihr necessity of increased ,vntclt• 
fu1nrss over hrr o"n heart, and clrtr>rmiuc<l to 
Ul-.ie a greater strictness and atteution to things of 
more con:-equcncc lban either her accomplish­
mruts or nppenrnncr, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

" Retain the sweet simplicity of youth: 
" And all thy virtue dictates , dare to do!'' 

-
O:v their return to town, Mr. Stanley entered 
into a society of grnUemrn, to whom lie had 
been introduced at Tunbridge, who were ama• 
teurs in music ; and he became one likewise, or, 
at ll'ast, so he fancied himself; for, though a 
vcr5 indifferent performer on whatever instrument 
he attempted, l1e now expressed quite an cntbu­
sias1ic fondue s for it. His house was filled with 
instruments of every kind, and both private and 
public µrrformers frequented it. 

J~lle11 's uat ural love of music, made her enter 
in1o all her father's proposals of this sort; and 
sl1c was soon one of 1he first performers on the 
harp and p!ano nt all their private concerts . 

. s~vcrnl ladic , as ,,ell as herself, attended and 
as isleu :.it the c entertainments; but for a long 
1 imc Ellen bore ihc belle, as possessing mo.st 
fos!c, and the finest ,oice. 

l\ ·r. , ianlcy was dclh?;hted to near her praise"; 
aud in return, he more readily agreed to her de­

n Q 
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sire of relieving the poor, ·when she now and 

then ventured to mention to him some of those 

objects which, through the intervention of her 

maid, were made known to her. 

It was now very much the fashion to make 

musical parties on a Sw1day evening; nud it was 

a source of uneasiness to Ellen, lest she should 

be obliged to attend theh1 . Her inclination uevrr 

led her that way, and her parents, on accouHt 

of not thinking her quite well, would allow her 

to do as s11e pleaser!, though they rather chose 

to attribute her refusal to the above cam,r, than 

to the serious hints she would sometimes give of 

the impropricly of such entertainments on so 

sacred a day. 
It ,ras but once that she was ca1Jcd upon to 

give a decided preference of clu(r towards Gon, 

rather than her parents on snch an occasion.­

Mr. Stanley had made a pnriy at home on that 
day; and Ellen, considering thnt if she once, 

·with a wish of obliging him, so far complied 

with his desire as to be one of the performers, it. 
would be leading to the same again, from which, 

after once engaging in it, it ,Yonlcl be more dif. 
ficult to recede, summoned ull lier re~olution, 

and posit ivcly refused to join t1te party. Her 

request to be excused, produced for some time 

a violent altercution with both lwr parents.­
" ,v11at can we say for you?" said i\1rs. Stun .. 
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lry; '' you arc not ill to-clay; you went to 
church in the morniJ1g; and if yon arc ·well 
enough for that, you arc able io bfCncl the 
cvrninQ,· in company." 

" 1 ro," f-aid Ell<'n, " I am not ill, but m.r 
having been to churcl1, my dear mother, is one 
reason why I cannot join i.hc party in the even­
ing." 

" \Vhat notions arc tlirsc ! " exclaimed l\Irs. 
Sianl{'y: "indeed, you make me quite angry: 
what harm do you think will happen to you 
from hearing a litile music on a Sunday even­
ing?" 

" It is more than a little, <lear mamma," re­
plied Ellen ; " and seeing a great deal of com­
pany: but I wish not to dispute with you; I 
cannot, indeed I cannot, enter into it : con ider 
how 1 have been c<lucatcd; and my own jmlge­
mcnt, as well as the opinion of tho. e to who ·e 
cure you intrnl)tcd me in my childhood are 
against it; hut, above all," added she, with 
unco~umon seriousne:-s, " the commands of Gon 
absolutely forbi•l it." 

1Irs. Stanley "'\Yas extremely angry, and left 
the room, saying she was " very impertinent, 
and only pretended to more goodness than any 
body ehc." 

\Vhcu they met at tliuner, Ellen had to cn­
u 3 
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counter the angry looks of her mother, and the 
severe displeasure of ~Ir. Stanley, who had been 
informed of Ellen's whimsical clislike of joining 
the party in the evening, "because she thought 
it very wic.kctl ." This "as l\.lrs. Stanley's way 
of expressing her daughter's jnst and proper 
refusal; and a.gain she had the difficult task of 
assigning the cause of it. Her reasons for so 
doing were more offensive to her parents than 
her refu al, as, though they liked not to acknow­
ledge it even to themselves, something w1 hin 
tol<l t11em, Ellen might be right; and if ·he 
was so, lier steadiness in adhering to it must be 
commendable. 

They each commanded her to go to her own 
apartment, and agreed to attribute her absence 
from the company to a violent headach. 

Ellen pnssed the evening quite alone ; not so 
comfortably as she would June done had not 
this affair happened, but still "ith Luch a con• 
sciousness of having acted right, that she felt, 
were it to do over again, she 1roulcl not alter her 
conduct. 

The next morning, he was all attention to lier 
parent : noihing was said of the past cycning, 
till ~Ir. Stanley produced omc new mu ic he 
had bespoke the ,veek before, ancl which "·as 
just brought home. Ellen expressed herself, 
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"ith great sincerity, extremely obliged to him, 
nnc.l promised to use great diligence in practising 
and learning it perfectly. 

" \Vill you?" said Mr. Stanley, whose 
goo,l nature soon made him forget the violent 
!teat his uncontrolled passions often lJLlt him 
in: " there's a good girl; 'We'll have it the 
next musical party; and it shan't be on a 
Sunday." 

" Thank you, my dear father," ans,ver('d 
Ellen, " whose heart quite melted at this con­
descension, " I assure you, you shall uot have 
to co1nphin of my want of attentivn to m,y 
wish of yours, that is not inconsistent ,vith a 
still greater duty," added she, with hesitation; 
and she turned to her mother, to exhibit the mu­
sic-books with increased pleasure.-" ,v as it 
not good of my father, :Madam," said she, " to 
order them as soon as they ,verc published, and 
without saying any thing to me?" 

" I don't know," answered ~:lrs. Stanley, not 
quite pleased with this early reconciliation : " I 
think your father and you arc music-mad. I 
had rather plny at canls at ,rny time, though 
last night it v..-as very ·well, as I find card-play­
ing i forbidden on a Sunday, and I don't wish 
1.o clo any thing- i.nproper any more than your• 
self." 

II 4 
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Ellnn 5aw the temper of 11cr mother, and rn<1cfo 
no answer; nud the ncwspnpf'r, wtirh ·was a1-
1;-ays part of the breakfa,t-eq aipag , supplied 
the deficiency of fartlicr com·r!'sation. 

Among an lier young acquaintance, which 
was very large, Ellen for:.nd 110nc particularly 
~ui(ed to her, or that coul<l in any degree sup­
vly tl1c place of her beloved sister. In her mo~t 
serious momcni.s, the recollcdion of the hap .. 
piness to 1'hich she fondly hoped her lamertecl 
Anna was removed, and the afiection she still 
retained for her memory, would make her more 
earnest in her prayers so to be kept from ihe 
snares of the world, as not to forfeit her hopes 
of hereafter partaking it with her. All the 
good resolutions she had fonned when mourning 
for her death, returned with double force; and 
when, through tbe various engagements she ·was 
obliged to enter into, she found her affections 
weaned from Heaven, and liean·nly things, she 
,vould bless Gon for thns recalling them to her 
mind, and pray for increase of grace to pursue 
them. 

In compliance with her father's wishes, more 
of her time was spent at the piano, than she 
thought quite right, and, by J1cr earnest appli­
cation , she wa oon a mi tre s of the new music 
he had prrsented her with; and as 1\-fr. Stanley 

1 
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was desirous that others also should witness her 
perfection in it, a musical party was invited, in 
which Ellen was the chief performer, and met 
·with the greatest ap1)lause. Iler heart was 

scarcely proof against this, especial1y when she 
sctw both her father and mother delighted with 
the encomiums bestowed on her, and she ex­
perienced the truth of an observation made by 
the wisest of men, that it is more difficult to 
bear praise ..thm1 censure. She heard of nothing 
through the room, or even when she had left it, 
but the excellence of her performance; for, her 
maid had heard enough from the servants below, 
(who are generally i-etailcrs of their master's opi­
nion,) to be ready a1so to offer her compliments 
011 this great occasion ; and Ellen was conscious 
that she took too much pleasure in hearing 
them. 

The next morning, her senses were a little re­
turned; but still ~he felt more pleasure in touch­
ing her instrument again, ancl recollecting the 
praises she had received, than in any thing else. 

· No book pleased her like her music-book; but 
it was not long slw could remain so unlike her­
srlf; and a letter from her aunt soon recalled 
her 1houghts to their nsual turn. 

It was thns poor Ellen felt the evils of a situ-­
ation, in which many of my young readers 

II 0 
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might possibly suppose no evil could arise; but 
as she advanced in life, she more evidently 
saw the pride, envy, and detraction, which 
a love of pleasure and admiration insensibJ y 
lead to. 
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CH.APTER X. 

-
" Pleasure is deaf, when tolu of future pain; 
" And sounds prophetic are too rough to suit 
" Ears, long accustom'd to the pleasing 1ute." 

Co WP ER. 

-
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l\J R. Stanley's whole attention was now be­

come so rngrossed by music, that he was seldom 

engaged in any other way; and as his wife found 

cards and dress equally attractive, they became 

quite a fashionable couple, were har<lly ever 

srrn together, and never in public at the same 

place. \Vhilc her mornings \Yerc folly occupied 

in fancying ornaments for the evening, his were 

elllploycd in looking over music, listening to 

the opinion of those he thought the best jutlgrs 

of -what.ever came out new, and taking every 

opportunity of making himself I nown, as a 

patron of all who wished to bring forward any 

new piece, or to raise their characters as pub­

lic performers. 
Ellen, though she was sensible that neither 

her father's nor mother's pursuit could, in the 

end, produce the happiness they wished, yet felt 

lI 6 
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unable to prevent it, and therefore continued to 
walk the same round, endeavouring to please 
both; and when she found herself gradually 
rising in the affections of her father, she ·would 
indulge a hope that she might hereafter leacl 
him to a higher aim : but of lier mother, she 
could form no such pleasing expectations ; the 
continual round of company she was in, and 
J1er increasing fondness for all-prevailing cards,. 
with which when Time is decked, 

" He charms a world, whom fashion 1.,Jind5 
" To his tiue worth, most pleas'd when idle most 5 
" ·whose on Iy happy, are their wasted hour •. " 

CowPrit. 

-gave Ellen scarcely an opportunit.Y of seeing 
her, much less of conversing on any subject: 
but their different engagements (for, as Ellen'~ 
5kill in music qualified her both to give and rc­
-ceivc amusement in her father's parties), s11e 
more frequently 1.Yent out with him than ·with 
l1cr mother. 

This amiable girl Jmd now been nearly two 
years, without seeing her beloved aunt, "•hose 
heart yearned to behold her; and in every letter, 
though she forbore to express how very ear­
nr tly she desired it, there was an enquiry, if 
she thought her parents could spare lier, at lea t 
for a few week~. Ellen was as cager for their 
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1J.crm1ss10n as her aunt ; and with an anxious 
bosom she waited their reply .-Her mother said 
she had no objection; but l\ir. Stanley remarked, 
that the oratorios wonld soon commence, and 
that he had procured tickets for her.-" Surely," 
said he, "you will not leave town at such a 
time!" 

Thns clrnllcngcd, Ellen knew not what to an­
l5WCr; not that the consi<lerations her father harl 
mentioned were of sullicicnt weight to }Jrevent 
her feeling a litlle disappointed. Her rapid 
imagination had already con<lnctcd her to Mil­
wood ; yet, as she was ~ensiblc her auut would 
not rejoice in seeing her, if it was not with Hie 
entire approbation of those sbe left, sJ1e called 
up all her resolntion, and ·with great g-ood hu­
mour, ans,yered, " She was much oblig'-'d to her 
father, and as he " 'as so kind as to wish it, she 
would defer her visit till the oratorios were 
ended." 

She did not then ask when that would be: 
hut the next time she hacl the newspapers in her 
hand, she carefully cxaminrd if any tliing w~s 
there said of them, and found they were to con­
tinue during the next month. 

Their daughter\ so rca(lily deferring the long• 
wi bed-for pleasure of seeing her aw1t, was gn -
tifying both to l\Ir. and l\'Irs. Stanley; and the 
latter began to think that now she was a little 
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weaned from her " old-fashioned opinions," she 
might become a little more ·worthy of J1er affec­
tions : but, alas ! poor ,:roman, her love was all 
centered in herself; and as at present she found 
no void in her amusements, nor any difficulty to 
be overcome, her intention tmvards Ellen soon 
·wore off, and her favourite pursuit wa alone the 
subject of her thoughts. 

In ~Irs. Irvin's answer to the letter Ellen had 
·written, to inform her of the delay of her jour­
ney to her, she congratulated her on the plea­
sure it appeared to give her father, and com­
mended her for thus complying with his wishes. -" ,v e must oficn do this, my dear Ellen/' 
continued she, " and instead of being hurt at 
our disappointment, or proud of our self-denial, 
we sl10uld be thankful that such an opportunity 
i aflorded us of shewing whether we have really 
learned that great lesson or not." She likewise 
mentioned the family which Ellen had seen with 
Mr. Herbert at Tunbridge, and which ·were now 
quite settled in their neighbourhood, as not only 
an agreeable addition to their society, but a 
blessing to the poor of l\Iihvood. 

The recollection of this pleasant and worthy 
family made Ellen still more anxious for the 
time's arriving, when she should be farther intro­
duced to them; but she wa soon to learn, that 
every pleasure in this life is m1certuin, and called 
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to a greater trial of her faith and submission to 
the will of Gon, than she had ever yet expe­
rienced. This was no other than the sudden death 
of her mother : for, to those so unprepared to 
leave this world as was Mrs. Stanley, death, how­
ever expected by others, must to themsdvcs be 
always so. 

The life of dissipation which this unthinking 
,-roman so freely entered into, soon led her to 
the grave: but while she was able to get out, 
no persuasion could induce her to rest:ain her 
love of pleasure ; and, though her pale and life­
less looks at first alarmed Ellen, yet as each 
evening, she saw her full of spirits, highly 
rouged and gaily drest, ready to attend some­
times two or three parties on a night, and never 
complaining of fatigue, she attributed her ap .. 
prchensions to ignorance alone, and concluded 
tlrnt fashionable ladies were endued ·with greater 
strength than she supposed : but in a short time, 
Mrs. Stanley sunk into a rapid decline, which 
prevented her attending her favourite parties; 
though then she could not be without her dear• 
est amusement, and a few select friends were 
daily invited to form a card-party in her dres­
.sing-room. All the morning, she would have 
the maniua-makers and milliners with her, think­
ing this a good opporiuniiy of consulting them, 

2 
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and ordering new dresses according to her own 
improved ideas. 

The compliments these people found it i.hcir 

interest to pay her, flattered her vanity; as also 
tLe readiness with v,-hich her little coterie con­
tributed to her amusement; so that the confine~ 

:.11ent she was now obliged to submit to, gave 

her no uneasiness, and she thence drew a favour­
able conclusion that "she could noi be so foncl 

of dissipation, since she remained so quietly at 
honw, and no one he,trLl her express a wish to 

go out again till the physician gave her ]<>ave:" 
lier indisposition appeared to ].\Ir. Stanley so 

slight, that, though Ellen wished to pay every 
attention to her mother while thus confined, he 

would not let her forcg·o the pleasure of attend­

ing- the oratorios with him. 
To one so fond of music, and so well able ta 

judge of i:s beauties as ·was Ellen, it is unneces­

sary to au.cl, these sacred performances must 

give pleasnrc, particularly as her mind was at­
tuned to the parts of Scripture which she heard; 
and, heightened as their glorious beam ics ,n re 
by the powers of mnsic, her rapture wonld have 
been almost divir.e, had not t:ue vacant looks of 
too many of the auditors convinced her, that 
~11e was not yet admitted to the music of the 

:,phercs, since there, " all heart~ exult, ancl 
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with unwearied cncrg-y proclaim their ·MAKE R's 
prnisc." Herc were few to join the emnlatiYe 
choir, and not mnny who listened to their soi.gos; 
as if Hwy had an interest in the blessings ilwy 
·were celebrating, but chiefly prnised the strain 
without attc11ding to its sabjcct. 

1\s the time for Ellen's visiting lwr aunt drew 
near, she perceived with grief, that her IP0-

1 lier's health did not amend; and she determined 
at once lo give up this long-thought-of pleasure:> 
rather than leave her in so precarious a state, 
particularly as, by the physician's look, when 
questioned as to her recovery, she feared his 
opinion was not favourable, and she ventured to 
hint it to her father ; who, though fashionable 
in other res1)ects, began now to be alarmed, and 
to enquire more earnestly, if further advice were 
necessary. 

It was now Ellen experienced the severe trial 
of seeing one ,vhom it was her duty to love and 
respect, drawing near her grave, to all appear­
ance without one serious thought of her ap­
proaching c11<.l. 

" Can sh<'," said 'he io hrrsclf, "know that, 
after this lifr·, an Eternity will follow ? and yet 
be so indiflcrcnt as to "hat it may prove to her? 
"and tlntgrec1t day of jndgmcnt !" continued 
this affi,dionatc girl, t'rns aJ1 xions for :i mother, 
,1ho hall ~eldom be::,towcd a thought on her,-
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~he 1.vas m, she nsecl to say she found nothing dt!ll." 

" T1rn1's Y?ry ocltl," replied Nfrs. Stanlev · . , "for in ~nch re iremenfa as l\Iilwood, she could 
sec no company." 

Ell~n sighed.-" She is in I,e:ivcnly company 
uow," Si.till she, "and <locs not, I dare' ~a)~, re­
gret ihnt sh~ B .v no more of this world's good. '" 

" Poor girl ! she saw , ery little plc;!i-urc in­
deed!" returned her mother, ,vith perfect indif­
ference : " but call .J.. ~aylin, my dear; I think I 
could eat a little jelly.-Don't you think," ad<lcd 
she, as she held a pocket-glass to her face, " I 
look better to-clay? or e)se this cap becomes n1c 
very much ." 

On such a conclusion to a conversation ·which 
Ellen hoped woulJ have led to something more 
serious, she could not help frcling pity and re­
gret; bnt she forbore to e. ·press either : and 
Ting"ng the bell, complied with her mo0.1cr's 
rca uc;-t . ... 

The next day, l\Irs. Stanks --was still better; 
ancl the _p11., sicians i11(,11ght ciin11gc of air might 
he of service, t!ioi:~·h 11 (') con kl by 110 mean· 
flatier her family, t!wt ihc cllltt·nclm<:nt then per; 
ccivahk ,ronhl he last ing. 

,,?inc.borwas rcc 1J nmemlc·l; ancl thitl1cr 1 Irs. 
Sinnlcy, atkudcd by her maid and l'..llen, 1\HS 
rcmorccl hj a ~lcw and <:~ ·-Y convcJ ancc: nml 
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"i\f··. St.nit J plomised to p:ty them frcqncnt . yfr,its. 

She had 1101 1JePn thcrr a ft>rtnight, bc,forc she 
fancied hcrsdf much worsC', and was impatient 
for LJ,c arriv~il of th · p:1,;sichn, who had pro-
miscLl to aitencl her, as she was at so short a dis• 
tance from town. 

\Vhcn Ellen was called to conduct him to her 
mother, he said he ·was sm ry to hear from the 
servant that 1£rs .• 'tn.nlry 's spirits ,..,ere depressed. 
-" \Ve must be partir-ulariy carcfnl to avoid 
thi~," said he, "as nothing is so likely to be 
hurtful to her." · 

" But, sir," said the anxious girl, "do you 
-think that, ,vith freedom from care or uneasiness, 
there is any hope of her recovery?" 

The gentleman hesitated as he pronounced his 
frar ihat a very few months would terminate 
her rxi~knce; tho11~h he acl• ed, "if the 8iatc 
oi~ Iu r mind were noi carefully attendccl to, it 
miq;ht. be grca1ly shortened ;-indecc.l," con-
1 i11necl hr, '· her life dcpencls upon the com po• 
sure of 11C'r ncrYcs. ''-" Bni what," said Ellen, 
~ i h great emotion, "what will it avail her to 
!iv tltr 'C or four months longer, if at 1he last 
iihe ll'aves this world ,vitbout thought or prepa­
ration for nnotl1cr." 

" O; my dear young lady!" replied this man 
of scicuu', ,: you tbink too seriously of these 
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things; there is little to be done upon a sick-bc<l; 

neither is it my proyince to prepare people for 
the other world, rn y profession is rather to keep 
them here: and I again repeat, that, without 
great composure of nerves, nothing is to be 
expected; a11d, above all, every thing should 
be done to prevent her fearing her own dissolu• 
tion." 

Seeing Ellen not clisposed to answer, he pro• 
posed going up stairs, saying he ~Iwuld be better 
able to judge after he had S<'t'n his patient. 

On his admittance to 1\Irs. Sfanlcy, she de• 
dared herself much better, though before she 
11ad fancied. her rcmoYal hnd 11ot brcn of ser­
vice. She talked to him of her friends in town; 
and he, following the plan he had ad vised, c11~ 

deavourcd to amuse her hy n.:luti.11g- se,eral oc• 
cuacnces of the fm;}1 ionable \\'orld cl tiring' her 

' · 
nbscncc; and whr11 he )cfi her: it ·was with large 
Pxpressions of 11nmeani11g hopc, that in a very 
short lime he shonld find her quite we]]. 

Ellrn followed him oui oft he room ·with so11rn 

<lrgrrc of ,mg<'1' at hi:-, <l11pJirit) and then asked 
him if there was any apptnrnnc<> of r<:al amc.:rn14 

ment? 
" \Vlty upou my word, :\ladam," said he·, 

" I do not bCC any gr('nt alteration for the bet .. 
ter; but T am happy to ob. nyc Mrs. Stanley in 
such guoti. ;:;pirhs; my wllolc <lepentlcncc is on 
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them. "-And then hastily wishing her good 
morning, he received his fee, an<l stepped into 
I1is chariot, while Ellen, shocked at his beha­
viour, returned to her mother, who now ex .. 
pre sed a ·wi h to have something rcaJ which 
should luU her to sleep, as, thoug·h she found 
the <loctor's conversation very pleasant, she 
owned it had nearly exhausted her. 

l\h. Stanley had been once to see them clnring· 
their stay at \Vindsor; and the next day he 
pairl 1hcm a second Yisit. 
· As hr dined with Ellen, she asker! afier their 

musical friends, and ·was surprised to war him 
say, he had not seen any of them iiin she left 
lrnme: "ln short," said he, "I begin to be 
tired of the same thing." 

E11en thought of what she had heard of the 
,va--rering pursuit of pleasure; and sjghc<l to ob­
scryc it l't'alized in lier father: b1tt wl1en she 
gathered from his far1h!'r convcr:,ation, thni he 
b.1Hl enkrcd into a FPt of high player ·, she t,,arc<l 
thi~ ·would pro ·c a mnch more daogcrous pur­
suit than that which he had abandoned. 

On his taking lea ye of l\ilrs .. ~t~:nl;~J, she 
1n·c-::scd his longer st.ty; but he r'"'fuscd, bein,~ 
cngagccl LO a particular party, , ·lwm ho said ho 
could not disappoint.-'' Br.,,idest added he, 
Yith nn air of forced guiet y, " they hri. vc goi a 
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corn,iderable sum of my monry in thrir hands,. 

1, hich I intend this evening to rescue front 

them.'' 
Ellen felt more on hea1 ing this, than her mo-

ther, ·who paid little regard to it. 

Kcarly three months passed in this manner; 

the pl1 ysicians continued to attend ·Mrs. Stanley, 

and to flatter her with hopes of her recovery; "hilc 

to Ellen they contrndicted all their assertions ; 

and she remained in dreadful anxiety, donbting 

'"hether she shonld e.xrrcss her fears to her mo­

tl1er, "ho appeared to ha"\'C no fears for hcn,clf~ 

and ·whose convers.::tiion was continually of rc-

1.nrnin0· to the world, and IJ:.utakin°· of her for-
n b 

mer an111~cmc-rns. 
lI( r £.Lther visitt.:<l them bnt seldom ; and no­

thing was saicl of the manner in "hi.ch he spent 

11 is time, till one 111orning Ellen's fear "'' ere 

again revived by his ,cry oi::itrcs.cd countenance, 

and his ap1,c·ari11g unnsually grave as he spoke 

with great clisr 1castG·c ot the party he had been 

in the night befi.}-:-e. 
AH ti1uugltts of this ·were hmvcver presently 

driven [rom her mintl, by a still more alarming 

subjecL-,\.s they vrcrc sitting after dinner, her 

mother's bell rang Yiolcnt]y; when, knov"·i11g the 

~crvanb ncYt;r kft her, ~he was muc.:h frightened; 

ancl hastening to 1.hc room, her frars were stiJl 
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1Hore increased Ly the maid's exclaiming, het· 
mistrc s was dead ! 

Ellen ran to the bed, and perceived sl1c had 
fainted :-the common applications had already 
been used, ancl no sign of recovery appcareJ. 
Her distress was very great ; the pb ysician was 
immediately sent for: but before his arrival, 
l\Irs. Stanley seemed a little to revive. 

Her husband, who had entered the room at 
the first alarm, seemed to feel her siination :­
'-' vVbat can I do for you, my dear?" said he, 
taking her almost lifeless hand. 

She was not insensible io his kindness, though 
incapable of returning it. 

" I feel, I feel," said she, struggling for 
speech, " I mnst leave this world :-0, whither 
am I going?" 

No ans·wcr was returned to this solemn ques­
tion: Ellen's grief was too exec sivc, and brr 
father, lost in sorrow and affright, stood. gazing 
on the afflicting r scene: it was what till now, 11c 
had never witnessed; and a death.bed is seldom 
thought of, by the gay and dissipated: yet it is 
what we mu tall experience. This, l\'.Ir. Stan­
ley knew : but till now, he bad never viewed the 
awful certainty; and his wifo's solicitous en­
quiry of " whither am I going?" seemed to 
&trike upon his heart as necessary also for him­self. 

I 
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l\Irs. Stanley cmlcavourctl to say more; but 

her. voice failed, and her eyes closc<l,-ncvcr 

more to open but on Eternity! 

Iler afllictetl <laughter falling on her knees, 

exclaimed, " Gracious Heaven, have mercy on 

lier! "-but this petition was unknown to the 

departing mother. Alarm and fear were pic­

tured on her countenance ; and it is to be feared, 

she breathe~ her last without any prc_paration 

for a future life; though nature, conscienc<', all, 

before this solemn moment, mru,t have a ~urcd 

her, that this 1yas not to be the encl of her ex­

istence. 
0 ye thoughtless voforics of pleasure! reflect 

on 1 he end of such a life ; ancl consider \Yhei her 

you can bear the prospect of closing ) our like' 

lier! look back to the happy death of a real 

Christian, exemplified in that of Anna; and 

say v,hich is to be preferrccl. 

" Sure 'tis a serious thing, my soul, to die! 

" If there's an hereafter ;--

" And that there is, Conscience, uninfluenc'd 

" And suffer'd to speak out, t ells every man : 

" Then must it be a serious thin; to die!" 

BLAIR. 

It is so even to those who, having found a 

shelter from the wrath to come, find death dis­

armed; but when the eye is about to open on 

another world, where all things are new and un-
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con idcred of, ho,v dreaclfnl must be 1.hc sm114 

mons '! It is only by frequent contemplations on 
a future state, wr come to know the true value 
of this, and then we learn the insignificancy of 
all earthly tl1ings, unless seen in connection with 
those of Heaven. It is then we see that our 
most trifling actions in this world arc of conse­
quence: and yet, how many arc there who 
thoughtlessly pursue their own inclinations, nei­
ther reflecting on them here, nor considering that 
they must account for them hereafter! 

But to return to our history.-As soon as all 
was over, in reganl to this lifo, with the once 
gay and admired Mrs. Stanley, her husband left 
the room; while Ellen remained watching her 
mothC'r, in trembling hope that she> might, as at 
the first, have only fainted: but the wan pale­
ness of death soon spread itself over that once 
handsome face, and she was obliged to resign 
the expectation her anxious affection could alone 
give rise to. 

,vhen she entered· the room where her father 
was, she took his hand, but s.pol·c not; and be 
appeared equally unable to address her. They 
sat in silence,-Ellcn's heart raised in prayer, 
1 ill the recollection of her very different feelings 
on the death of her sister, forced a flood of 
tears from her eyes. 

I 2 

•. 
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Tltc aHcntion of her father wa n-wak<'ncd by 
11rr strong emotion; a11d he cndcayourccl to con­
sole her, as one who knows no higher source of 
comfort than temporal considerations. 

" Though this event was so unexpected by 
u ," said he; "yet we might have been pre­
pared for it; the physicians gave us little hope 
of her recovery, but every thing was <lone to 
promote it, and ,ve have nothing to reproach 
ourseh-cs with: you, especially, my dear Ellen, 
l1ave been a most attentive daughter.-" El­
len's grief prevented her reply. The time of 
his o-wn dissolution ag~in n1sl1ecl upon the mind 
of oir. Stanley; and he expressed a ,vish that, 
in his lust illness, she might be with him: he 
would then, he thought, be very solicitons in 
making those enquiries which, from the educa­
tion she hatl received, he judged her better able 
to an&wer than himself. 

" Poor woman!" continued he; "had she 
known how soon she was to die--" 

He paused; and Ellen recovered snfliciently 
to reply, "Ah, my dear father, it is the , cry 
circumstance of not knowing the time of our 
deatJ1, which should make us desirous of being 
always prepared for it!" 

The entrance of a servant put an end to this 
interesting conversation; and when they Yreri 
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again alone, he proposed sending for her aunt.­

" Mrs. Irvin's company will be a comfort to 

yon," said he; " do you think she ·would 

come?" 
" 0 yes, that she ·would," exclaimed Ellen, 

" unless 1Jrevented by illness; which Heaven 

forbid ! for if I lose her"-

-" You would not be without a friend, my 

Ellen," replied her father affectionately; " yottr 

kindness to your mother has endeared you to 

me, and I shall never forget it: but come, wriie 

to your aunt, and I will send it off by express; 

if she get it to-morrow morning-, she m.iy b~ 

here in the e\'ening." 
This proposal was indeed a comfort to poor 

Ellen: ancl having written what her feelings 

dictated on so melancho1y an occasion, a man 

and horse were immediately dispatched with it. 

In the evening, ~Ir. Stanley again reverted to 

the death of his wife.-" Had I known ho-,y 

soon I was to lose the dear woman," said he, 

"nothing should liave tempted me to leave her as 

I have done; indeed, I would have taken up my 

abode here, and it would have been better for 

me," continued he, thoughtfully, " if I had. 

Ab, Ellen, you don't know what I have done! 

could you think that I have lost above fifteen 

thousand pounds at play, since you have been 
at this place ?" 

I 3 
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" No, indeed, my dear father," said she, 
" knowing you were not fond of car<ls; but I 
hope it will be the last i imc yon will lose, or 
ever plny for, such a considerable sum :-If 
amusement cnn eYer be found in carc~-s, I shoul<l 
think they mnst cease to affor<l it when so much 
is dcpernling on them." 

l\1r. Stanley secretly acknowledged this; but 
he only answered, "that he· could very well 
afford it;" and droJJpe<l the subject. 

The next day passe<l l1eavily with Ellen; 11er 
father hatl already expressed impatience to re­
turn to to"n; but she begged him~ to sfay at 
least till her aunt was come. As the evening 
approached, she waitetl with anxiety her arri­
val; and '\then the servant iold lJCr the carriage 
was at the door, her emotion nearly overcame 
her. 

Mrs. Irvin was soon in the room, and Ellen 
threw herself into J1er anns. For some mo­
ment~, neitJ1er con ld peak; till l\Irs. Irvin, 
pos~c~siug- a more t lrnn common fortitude, pressed 
her niece to her heart, and begged her to be 
composed.-" 0 my EIJcn !" said ~hr, "you 
have not forgotten where our true ~trcngth lies? 
Look up, my child; all is in the hand of Gon." 

These Tiorcls were as a cordial to the afilicted 
l1rart of Ellen : it 1, as so long since l:>he had 



THE TWIN SISTERS. 175 

heard an expression of this sort, or had spoken 

to one whose mind ·was exa11ed to higher views 

than what this world affords, and who would 

admit Religion as the truest source of comfort, 

and had experienced it to be so. She folt her 

heart raised in gratitude to Gon for having sent 

her such a friend. 

" Remember, my dear," said 1\1rs. Irvin, 

." we arc to look upon this world but as a state 

of trial: if some p~ss throngh it -wilhout ex~ 

periencing any, it is to be feared, it is to their 

disadvantage. "-She sighed as she spoke, and 

added ; ''. Aillictions a.re ccrtainl y for our bcnefi t ; 

and it is in mercy they are sent.-But come, my 

dear/' continued she, "where is your father? 

he must want a friend more particularly at this 

lime :-\Vill he see me?" 

" Ellen rang the bell, and sent a. servant to 

enquire if they might be admitted? 

:Again I\ir. Stanley felt grief: for it would be 

uncharitable to affirm, that it was only the sem­

blance of sorrow he expressed to 11rs. Irvin 

when they met: but it was soon removed, and 

his readiness to talk on other subjects, ~hewed 

he was not deeply aftectcd. 

"\Vhen Mrs. Irvin returned to Ellen's room, 

by her desire, bhe accompanied her to the bccl­

-,idc of her dcpartN1 sister. irow awful was this 

::iccne ! the recollection of her life could not 

r 1 
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rn 1sc their hopes of her happinr. ~, nor would 
tlte dnty of ChrLtian rrsignation a11ow them to 
rrpiHe. Tears streamed from the ryrs of Ellen, 
as she viewed, for the last time, i11r inanim,.ie 
body of her departed mot!icr: and Jrnd no1 lwr 
~flcc(ionate aunt, judging of lier feelings by 
her o,vn, hurried her from the apartment, her 
grief might have ari en to murmur,-perhaps to 
dispute the wnys of PnoYIDEScE,-which, ne­
vertheless, ar~ just and merciful to all; but if 
II i creaturrs will stii!e conscience, drive from 
their minds every erious reflection, aud, ne­
glecting tl1r means of grnc<', seek only for tl1e 
ease and p!<•as1ucs of this lifi.·, i& Gon the can c? 
\\ 11n, by His ,,,orcJ, by His ministers, and by 
l-J i& ProyiclencC', Has given to all men, and e pe­
ciall y in this Christian land, an opportunity of 
repentance, and of knowing their need of it? 
]\.frs. Irvin had recourse to prayer, and after­
wards read to her niece several passages of Scrip­
iurr, in which we arc required to love Gon 
above all thing~, and to submit to Ilis "\Yill in 
every event of life. 

The exercise of devotion calmed their minds, 
and they retired to rest ,rith humble trust in the 
AL:.\IIGIITY, and thankful acknowledgment of 
His goodness. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

-
" True happiness is of a retired nature, and an enemy to pomi, 

and noise." 

= 
IN a few days, the last duties were paicl to 1\Ir .. 

Stanley; and the whole family returned to town. 

:Mrs. Irvin proposed taking Ellen with her to 

l\Iilwood, as she much feared hrr late confine­

ment and an.~iety respecting her m.other had in­

jured her health and spirits: and to this plau 

her niece had but one objection, which was, le:,t 

the leaving her father entirely without domcstiC' 

society, should induce him to be more in the: 

company he had lately frequented. 

She mentioned these apprehensions to her 

aunt; who, though she was not without similar 

fears, continued to press her leaving him for a 

little while, and endeavoured to lead her to uope 

that when all worldly pursuits were tried, and 

satisfaction found in none, he would more rea­

dily acknowledge the wisdom of theirs, and, 

from experiencing the evil of his crrors1 b<: 

more inclined to quit them. 
I 5 
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On these considerations, Ellen, with a mix­
ture of feelings not to be defined, took leave of 
her fatber . He embraced her very affeciionaie-
1 y, a sured her of his continued regard, ancl 
that, in ihe course of the summer, he would 
come himself to Milwood, and fetch her thence. 

,vith many prayers for his welfarr, Ellen en­
tered ihe carriage which was io convey her, with 
her beloved aunt, to the scenes of her earlic t 
youth, where her happiest days had been spent, 
and ,, here she hoped once more to feel the plea­
sure of doing gooJ. 

Their conversation during the journey, ,, as 
of ilie many changes that had taken place at 
A--Iilwood in her absence; several of her poor 
old friends were <lead; and )Jr. and ~l.frs. Camp­
bell, the family mentioned before, were settled 
in the neighbourhood. 

As they approached the place, Ellen' heart 
beat high with expectation ; she forgot her re­
cent cause for sorrow; and the thought of so 
soon seeing her dear and good l\.-Iartin, gave "\lay 
to all oe ers. 

" ~Ir. Herbert too, I shall see him, but not 
to-night," said shr, checking her impatience; 
and at that moment lookincr out of the window, 
she- ::;aw him, riding with another gentleman, 
whom she recollect d to be l\fr. Campbell. 
Thou6h he was nearly a stranger to her, she 
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coulJ not repress her desire of speaking to her 

old and valued friend; arnl as his attention 

seemed to be drawn towards the carriage, she 

waved her hand, and was soon recognized by 

lVlr. Herbert, who immediately rode to the side 

of it; and the joy of again meeting each other 

appeared equal in both. 

:Martin was at the door to receive her mistress : 

and her countenance beamed with joy on seeing 

.Ellen with her, who at that moment forgot evrry 

other object of attention, and flew to. embrace 

the nL1rse of her childhood, with the same affcc­

iion as if she had been still an infant, and stoml 

in need of her protection and assistance. 

All the servants now came ronnd her, each 

Jesirou of her notice ; and she spoke to them 

with the kindness their former services merited ; 

1 hough, to use their own expres ion, " she had 

been so long in London, and looke<l so like a 

fine lady." 
Thrir arrival was soon announced through all 

the village ; but the account, that l\'.liss Ellen ·was 

come down ,vith their goocl lady, could scarcely 

be credited, till several of its inhabii 11 ts had 

been to the door, to enquire of the servants if 

it were really so. 
" And is he as free as ever ?" said _thr.r; 

" God bless her! To-night, to be snrr, we mn-.1. 

I 6 
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not think of seeing her; but to-morrow we hope 
we shall." 

" Tliank God, I am alive to see my dear 
young lady once more," said poor old dame 
Hunt, when Betsy Forbes, w110 was one of the 
first to make tbe enquiry, told her the welcome 
news ; '' and will she talk to us, and read to us 
tl1e same as ever? 0 Mary, this is a happy day 
for you and me!" said the good old woman. 

"Aye, and for all of us!" rrplied one of a 
nnmerous flock of girls belonging to tl1e school, 
-wI10 had assembled round the door to hear the 
joyful tidings.-" If she <lees not come among 
us before, at least we shall see her at church:­
for I am sure'she will be there. O, how I wish 
Sunday was come." 

But they liad not so long to wait for their 
expected pleasure; as, the very next morning,. 
Ellen, who was quite as impatiet1t to see them, 
walked first to dame Hunt's, and then to the 
school; convincing them all, by her accus­
tomed kindness, that she had not forgotten her 
promise of remembering them in her absc>nce. 
To all she met, she spoke with the affection of 
a friend; wl1ile the artless simplicity with which 
they welcomed her i-e-appearancc among them, 
drew tears from her eyes. 

On her return to her aunt, she found ~fr. Her-
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Bert with her; and her first transports of plea­
sure having now subsided, she could talk with 
this excellent man, and listen to his improving 
conversation with gratitude and attention. 

He but slig·htly reverted to the melancholy 
scene she had lately witnessed ; but on observing 
the gloomy sorrow which immediately overspread 
her countenance, at the least mention of her 
mother's death, he endeavoured to remove it 
by eveTy argument in his power, confirmed by 
the consolations and commands of Scripture. 

The grateful girl shed tears of pity and re­
gret, when sJ1e considered Jww little of the~e 
her lamented mother knew; ancl the fear that 
she had not sufficiently studied the opportuni­
ties of impressing them on her mind, again 
assailed her. 

Mr. Herbert tried to comfort her under these 
doubts; he made allowances for her, which she 
could not admit for herself; but his chief argu­
ments were drawn from the comforting assurance, 
that her desire was known to Gon, and that 
through her REDEEMER, her services, thoug·h 
imperfect, would be accepted. 

The entrance of Mrs. Campbell and two of her 
daughters, put a stop to this interesting con­
versation ; and Ellen was obliged to suppress 
her feelings while she attended to the forms of 

2 
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civility, and received the young ladies as her 
visitors. 

1\frs. Irvin appeared much obliged by tI1eir 
early visit; and Ellen promised herself great 
JJleasure in forming a sincere friendship with 
them. 

They talked of the walks they should take 
together ; of the private concerts and reading 
pa1 tics which they would form; till Ellen's eyes 
beamed with pleasure at the thought of once 
more participating in these innocent enjoyments. 

Mr. Herbert attended these ladies home; and 
:Mrs. Irvin and Ellen spent the rest of the day 
quiie alone. 

As the latter ·wanclercd through the house, 
and lingered in every room which brought to 
J1er mPmory any reme1 1branc@ of her si':itcr; 110w 
did her }JCart sigh at the recollection ! yet the 
retrospect of the days she had spent since de­
prived of that dear friend, was still more di -
tressing;. 

" Th us it i , "said sbe, "that cxpcric: re makes 
us wise: Iww 1rn1,py am I onrr more llJ return 
to such a home ! I am not :fit to Ii ,,c in the 
world; this is tue only place to be J1ap1 .. in." 

" Ah, my dear," replied her aun t~ {, you 
must not e ·1 ct it even here: thP,re ·1 re :snares 
for our happiness in every place; it is not 
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where we arc, nor from ourselves, that we must 
expect protection from them ; and as we must 
look for happiness above, so must we look thi­
ther for help and assistance also to attain it." 

In a few days, Mrs. Irvin and her niece re­
turned the visit of Mrs. and Miss Campbells; 
and the latter was delighted with the whole fa .. 

mily. Large as it was, they were all employed, 
and all seemed united in a wish to be useful to 
each other. There were five girls, and three lit­
tle boys, whom their eldest sister was instructing 
to read ; the younger girls were also under her 
tuition; and every hour of their time was de­
voted to their improvement, and fully occupied. 

,vhen l'vlrs . Irvin and Ellen entered, their 
morning tasks were just completed, and they 
went as usual to amuse themselves in the garden. 

Thither Ellen ·walked with the elder Miss 
Campbells, and found the children sitting under 
a shady tree, all at play together. They seemed 
so happy, that, though Ellen wished to go and 
talk to them, she feared disturbing their plea­
sure, till M:iss Campbell led her that way, and 
introduced them to her notice. 

Although they had not been accustomed to 
converse wit.h strangers, there was such kindness 
in Ellen's manner, that they s0on became ac­
quainted with her; and on their returning to 
the house, all the young ones were of the party. 
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The youngest, little Caroline, particularly 
attracted her attention, and l\1rs. Irvin proposed 
taking her home to dinner:-" And then," said 
she, " we may hope for the company of some of 
the elder ladies, who will fetch their sister home." 

The face of the innocent child was covered 
with blushes at this unexpected invitation, and 
she looked an~iously at her mother for permis­
sion; who on hearing from her sister, that she 
bud been very attentive to her lessons that morn­
ing, gave her consent; and the little girl ran 
to be dressed for her visit. 

,vhen she lrnd kissed a 11 J1er brothers aml sis­
ters, she tripped away by the side of Ellen, 
l1alf pleased, and half afraid to find herself en­
tirely among strangers; but when she entered 
~Irs. Irvin's hous<', the attentive fondness of her 
new friend soon dissipated lier fears. She was 
not quite five years old; but her understanding 
was far above her years, and had already been 
greatly cultivated. 

After dinner, Ellen played a favourite country­
dancc.-" Shall I dance to you?" said the de­
lighted child; "I do at home, whenever my 
sister plays that dance." 

Ellen could not help smiling to see her jump 
about the room, and gave her great praise for 
keeping- so true to the music. 

"Oh,'' said Caroline, "if you were to see my 
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sisters Lucy and Fanny, you would say they 

dance well; but they are older than I am, you 

know." 
vVhen Ellen asked if they had any master, 

she did not know what was meant by the ques­

tion.-" \1/hat !" said she, " does a master 

teach children to dance? I only know little mas­

ter Lambert, and I am sure he cannot dance 

so well as Lucy or Fanny :-,ve teach our• 

selves." 
"\Vhen asked what her sister taught her? she 

rq)1icd: " The first lesson ·we learn every morn­

fog, is to know Gon ; for my sister says that is 

the thing of mosi consequence; and so I think, 

because He is so very good to us, you know." 

Ellen thought so too.-" And how are you 

taught to know Him?" said she .. "O, have you 

never seen Mrs. Tnnnrnn's books?" replied the 

child; " my sister teaches us out of them, and 

explains them to us, and we learn some every 

(lay; and then \Ye spell, and my sisters write, but 

not me ; and \Ye play cards." 

" Play cards ! " said Ellen ; " sure, that is 

not a lesson you are tanght ?" 

" Yes we are ; and we learn a great dca l from 

them; that is, my brothers and sisters do; but 

I cannot understand them yet; so I have only 

now and then one,-such as ; ' London is the 
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capital city of England, an<l Edinburgh of 
~co1.land." 

" A;·c they Geographical Cards you play 
with?" .,aid Ellen . 

" Y es, and sometimes Historical Cards; we 
play "\Hl h them c,f an evening when it is winter, 
but not in the ~ !111mer. I can work too," con­
turned sl1c; " ani l I read a great deal every 
morning." 

" How much have you read to-day?" said 
Ellen, smiling. 

" Tluee pages, at different times; besides 
spelling eight words out of book, and saying 
my first lesson from Mrs. 'l'RnnuER." 

"\Vhen this little chatterer saw from the par­
lour window, her elde t sister at a distance, 
coming towards the honse, she blushed, and said, 
"Dear me! I J10ne I 1mve not talked too muc11; .J 

liave I, l\la'am :>' addressing Mrs. Irvin; for 
they told me they wrre afraid I should be trou­
blesome: Have I, l\Iiss Stanley?" 

1\tlrs. Irvin and Ellen both assured her to t11e 
contrary; and she began to talk agnin.-" How 
much I slrnll have to tell my sister before I go to 
bed! you don't know how good she is 10 lb,,: 
continued slie; "every cvenincr, she makrs ns re­
collect if we have done any thing- to oflenJ Gon; 
uncl then w11cn we say our prayer , he <;DJ we 
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may beg to be forgiven for J Esus CnRisT's 

sake." 
" You have a very excellent sister, indeed," 

said Ellen, " that will take such pains with 

you." 
" Oh, she does take pains, indeed," said the 

charming child; "but here she is," added she; 

and leaping into her sister's arms, who just then 

entered the room, she exclaimed, " O, my dear 

sister! you don't know how happy I have been ; 

I hope Lucy and Fanny will come soon and 

spend just such another day." 

Though this was rather like asking for an 

invitation for them, it was uttered with such 

simplicity, that her sister could not check her 

for it; but returning her embrace, she asked if 

she had forgotten the caution she had given 

her?-" I am afraid you have tired lVIi s Stan­

ley ·with your tong uc : "-hut when Ellen re­

plieJ in the 11egativc, Caroline exclaimed with 

plea ure, " I am glacl of it; for thougl ~Irs. 

Irvin and i1iss Stanley "ere good enough to 

tell me I did not talk too much, I was almost 

afraid I had ; yet as I never came out on a visit 

bcforr, I hoped too that tbcy y,ould excuse 

me.' 
The si ters rctui11cd early that evening, on 

Caroline's account, whom l\Irs. Irvin kissed at 

parting, and dc5ircd her io give her love to her 
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other sisters, and say she hoped to sec them 
soon. 

This invitation seemed to give the li1tle girl as 
much pleasnre as her own; and as she took leave 
of Ellen, whc walked part of the wny with them, 
she whi, prrcd l1er, " I shall tell Lucy and Fanny 
wlmt l\Irs. Irvin said; they will be so happy, 
and I am sure 1 nm much obliged to yon for Ore 
pleasant day I h1-ve had; I shall thank Gon for 
it aLo, in my prayers to-night: for, my sisicr 
says we should always do o, when we have 
bcrn particularly lmppy; and 1 am sure 1 
bavr." 

Ellen kissed the innocent child, nnd telling 
her she loved her better i11an ever, f,he parted 
from her eldest sii,ter ·with higl1er notions of re­
spect and esteem, and a still greater desire to 
become more and more intimate with them. 

In a short time, these families were seldom 
apart, and their frequent meetings were made 
still more pleasant by the intent of them; which 
was eiL11er to relieve the poor, or improve them­
selves by reading to each other v, hat would in-
1:>truct them in the great duties of the Christian 
life. They. el<lom walked without entering into 
some cottage, where it was their aim to remoye 
the wants of the inmates, comfort their sorrows, 
and encourage industry. In short, l\lihrnocl 
lH1 noted. through the country as " the h:tppy 
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parish ; " ancl there were none of its inhabitants 

who did not bear witness to the title. 

Ellen had her little favourite often wi1h 

her, but not till Lucy antl Fanny had paid their 

promised visit; and if at any time these chil• 

dren were inattenti ye to their lessons, it was 

~oon considered as their greatest punishment to 

be refused going to Mrs. Irvin's the next time 

they were asked. 

Trrn summer passed quickly away; but El­
len could not lose all anxiety respecting her 

father: she had often written to him, but rc­

ceivccl no answer, except through Mi-;s Arnold, 

with whom, for his sake, she kept up a corre­

spondcnce.-She assarecl her, that he was well, 

and as he was always engaged, they concluded 

he must be happy; but Ellen received very lit­

tle pleasure from this information. 

The winter approached, ancl he appeared to 

have forgotten his promise of fetching her from 

i\lilwood. The 11:iss Campbells saw her un­

easiness, though they knew not the cause, and 

entlcn.vourc<l, by drawing the most favourable 

IJicture of the approaching season, to remove 

it. "-They talked of their weekly dances for the 

children, and that a bed wou a be always pre• 

pared for her whenever she liked to join their 

party ;-They had music in variety; and their 
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eldest brother al o, who ha<l been hitherto en­
gaged as a private tutor to a young nobleman, 
was expected to spend the winter with them ; 
when their working parties would be greaily 
enlivened by his reading io them. 

Ellen rejoiced in their happiness; and nothing 
but the hope of being useful to her father, could 
induce her to wish to leave such companions, 
wl10m l\'Irs. Irvin promoted her being with as 
mnch as possible; for though it sometimes de• 
privcd h('r of Ellen's company, she hoped the 
society of these young people would raise her 
spirits, and enable her to bear with fortitude the 
trial bbc fran'<.l would soon await her, as while 
she cncon rnged not Ellen's nnrasincss, her own 
apprehensions respecting· ~fr. Stanley ·were not 
of a less scri01"!.s nature. 

,vhen tbr winter ·wns quite set in1 Ellen could 
not be so constant a visitor at the Campbells as 
formerly; and oue morning as he was mention­
ing to her aunt, as an extraordinary circum­
stance, that she h d riot seen any of the family 
for three or four dny:,, the eldest l\'.Iiss Campbell 
entered the room. 

There was a more th~n u ual seriou ness on 
lier countenance; and Ellen, scarcely knowi11g­
what she fcare<l, earnestly cnq uircd the cause. 
Her friend hesitated, and at length said, she 
wished to speak io l\frs. Irvin alone. 
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" It is something about me that gives you 

unef!.siness then ; but do not be afraid to speak; 
yon know I shall be enabled to bear ill news, . of 
whatever sort it may be." 

Observing .l.\Jiss Campbell's distress increased, 
she added, "Does it relate to my father? do tell 
me!" Her fears gathering strength from sus­
pense, she exclaimed, "He is not dead? Gon 
forbid it!" her agitation would not allow her to 
ay more; but she looked with beseeching in­

treaty towards l\fiss Campbell for an answer; 
who hastened to relieve her terror, by assuring 
her Mr. Stanley was living; but she acknow­
ledged, from the account her brother had 
brought, who arrivetl the evening before, it was 
feared that be was very ill, and her parents 
thong-ht they should not ad a friendly part to­
wards her, in not informing her of it. 

" O, let us go to him direcHy, my dear 
aunt;" said Ellen, rising from her chair.­
" \~ ou ·will not refuse! pray let us go imme­
diately." 

" Compose yourself, my dearest child," re­
plied Mrs. Irvin; "and be assured I am ready to 
accompany you; but remember, while you are 
so agitated, your company will rather distress 
than give your father pleasure." 

" I will be composed," said Ellen; "indeed 
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I will; it was only my first alarm that occa• 

sioned all this terror." 

Mrs. Irvin saw in Miss Campbell's coun• 

tenance, that there was something yet untold; 

~he therefore bade the agitated girl immediately 

go, and tell l\'Iartin to put up their clothes, and 

to send '\Villiam to order a carriage at whatever 

i ime she herself should choose. Ellen thanked 

her for this proof of kindness; and with her 

,vhole thoughts occupied on what might be the 

state of her father, she left the room to obey her 

directions. 

Miss Campbell then informed Mrs. Irvin, that 

her brother Jiad heard, Mr. Stanley had greatly 

lessened his fortune by gaming, anc.l that his 

iHncss ,vas occasioned by the anxiety of his mind 

on that account. 

It being early in the morning, l\tlrs. Irvin was 

ns desirous as Ellen, of hastening their journey; 

and hoped, by setting off directly, they should 

be in town that evening. 

At that moment, Mr. Herbert, ·who had heard 

still more of l\.Ir. Stanley's situation, from the 

younger l\1r. Campbell, cnme in; and observing 

their earnest -wish of being there as soon as 1)0s­

sible, he kindly offered to accompany them. 

This was what Ellen 1mrticulariy wi~hcd ; and 

as the gentleman who was just arrived, had 
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offc1•pd to a sist him in parochial duties, he had 
n otl1iug to prcvcn~ his compliance. 

\Vith such a companion during their journey, 
our heroine in some measure re'gained her usual 
composure; hut she had no sooner entered her 
father's house, than all h --r agitation returned. 

She was scarce1 y out of the chaise, before she o; 

nskc<l his man, ihc only sernmt they saw, and 
who seemed ' ttrpriscd ai their arrival, " how his 
master was ?" 

" He is very ill, 1'farhm," said he, ns 1rn 
sltclretl them into a cold an<l comforilcss apart­
ment; " lie has not been out of his bed for 
several days; I do not know how he will like 
yo 1r coming, Ma<lam," said he. 

" Tell him I am here," said Ellen, disrc­
g-arding the latter part of his answer. The man 
seem rd d isiresscd and unwilling to lrave tbe 
room. " Sure you know mC' ?" s~icl Ellen, 
greatly hurried, " I am his <lan§,::btcr t" 

" \~ cs, yes, Maclam : but 1 fo·u he will be 
p;n.'1.tl.v <lL pleased; he is so Ycry particular. I 
mentioned informing you of his illrn ss ~ bui he 
said, you were the last person he "'ishcd to 
re." 

""\Vlrnt !" rcp!ied Ellen, "not wish to sec 
mC', hi child ! \V '1at can I haye done to offend 
him? Ilut I must, and will ~ee him; fell himp 

K 
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I will nurse him; I will <lo every thing for 

him!" 
IIer aunt and l\Ir. Herbert were hnrt at her 

distress ; and as the man still seemed unwilling 

to inform his master, the latter suggested her 

writing a note, and sendin<r it to him. 

,Yhcn this was carried, her aunt could scarce­

ly re train-her from following the servant, and 

she ·waited his return ·with fearful anxiety. 

At length he came, and said his master would 

see her, if she ,ms quite alone; and Ellen, 

trembling and agitated, ascended the stairs to 

lier father's room. 

Ile took no notice of her coming in : nnd 

when she saw his paJlid nncl cfo,turbcd counte­

nance, her feelings nearly overcame J1er: she 

knelt by his bed-side, and taking his wasted 

hand, "hich, ihough not withdra,rn, 'l\as not 

stretched out to receive her, pre -~:cd it to lH'r 

lips; and with tears in her eyes, tha,1ked him 

for a<lmiUing her. 

Regardless of her affection, he seemed d, ter­

mined to make no answer; but looking to the 

servant, he askcJ for the draught he had been 

ordered to ta~(e at that time. 

" 11- I do no1 think of tbr1;c things myself," 

said he, " you ncyer vill." 
The mun ha icnetl io give it him; but Blten 
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· saLd, "Let me pour it out; I will give it to my 
father; I am come to be his nursr; won'i you 
let me, Sir ?5' continued she, with a supplicating 
look, as she offered him the cup. Ile faintly 
thanked her, but said, " he did not want a 
nurse." 

" But you ·will not deny me the pleasure of 
attending yon?" said she, venturing to touch 
his check "·ith her lips.-" l\1y father always 
wishrd to gin" me pleasure." 

The feelings which her grntle voice inspired, 
~ccmcd greatly to oppress him; and ordering 
thr man to leave the room, he drew her nearer 
to his embrace, and exclaimed; " O, yon arc 
my child! hut, Ellen, yon know not what a 
mi ·ern.ble being I am! I de!-icrvc not the name of 
Fa1hrr :-I haye rnincd you!" 

The big tears which rolled down h ~s pale wn.n 
facr, prevented farther utterance; while he 
seemed astonished ai his own emotion; and 
pushing; her away from him, he exclairned, 
'· Go, get away; yon make a baby of me!" 

" :No, my father," replied Ellen, her t<'ars 
accompan) ing his; " I cannot leave you: are 
the fedings of a parent any clisg-mce? do but 
·ny you love rnr, and that is all I 1yish t" 

" How can I do othcrwi ·c ?" , aid. he f.t ill 
more softened: "but when-yon ki101\' nll,-you 
cunnot, will not th ink it." 

K. 2 
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" I wi. h not to kno1r nny thi1.g else nt prr­
srnt," returned Ellcll, prc.::,mg his band; · · if 
you will let me 1,i,iy and pay you eYery attention 
in my power, it is aJl I am anxions for :-hnt 
1-re will talk 110 more to-night," conlinu<'d she'; 
" it may fo1igur you; to-morrow, prrhnps, you 
will scr my aunt; !-,he i. come v;ith mr." 

" .And \;,ho is the ~ent~cma11 Robinson tolJ 
me of?" cnquirrd her f1ther . 

" l\Ir. Hcrberi," replied Ellen; "that good 
man ·would not let us takr o Jong a joumry, 
and o late in the day, "·iihout his accompany-. " mg us . 

" He is a good man," aid ::\Ir. 'tanlry, "too 
good for E1e to sec." 

Ellen marlc no arnrn:cr : but ringing· the bclJ, 
she enquirrcl wJ10 at up \.\-ith J1rr father? 

" I c1o, ~fadam," an wercd H0Li11 ·on: "I 
am hi~ on 1.v- attendant." 

" Robin on i very good," said l\Ir. , tanky; 
"b 1 I know noi Lm., 1 . hall n·,rard him :" aml 
clr iring Ellen to take care of hrr elf and friend , 
he expre ~cJ a ,vish of ecing her early ihe next 
mormng. 

Sbe ]efi them with a heart OYcrfion ing ·with 
gra1ittlllc to her Ucarcnly FATirnn, and rd 1te<l 
to her aunt and 1\Ir. Ilcrber1, ,vif h tear of joy, 
the reception he had gained. B 1tt there was 
still a thoughtful melancholy sat on the cow1-
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tcnance of ea.ch, which she could not account 
for. 

" Has nobor1y offered you any refreshment?" 
said bhc; "sure, the servants arc, not so uttcnti vc 
as usual; let me o;der a flre, and supper to be 
brought in ; yon have been si1ting in the col,l 
all this time, and I have ne\-er thought of it!" 

~Ir. Herbert then told her, they had seen Ro .. 
binson, and tliat he, with one female servani, 
were the only domestics her father then had in 
the house. 

She was a little startled at this intelligence; 
and enquired the cause. 

" Robin.on tells us, that, a his master seldom 
spent any time nt home, he thought them only 
incumbranccl'i; and that about a week before he 
wa. taken il l, lie dischan!,'1.'<l all ihc rest; but 
this," contlnue·l l\Ir. Herbert, "we must not 
flatter you is the only reason," and he then, in 
the gentlest manner, informed her of the report 
1Ir. Campbell had brought to Milwood, and 
which the state they found the family in too 
clearly confirmed. 

The calm composure with which Ellen heard 
this confirmation of her fears, discovered how 
well she was prepared for any change of for .. 
tune. Its diminution, or even total loss, seemed 
nothing to her, if she could retain her father's 

K .~ 
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love, and sec him J1a1)nv: and her rapid imao·i-
1 v ' t, 

nation already formed a hnndrccl plans of 
what she woul<l <lo to reconcile him to his situ• 
ation. 

The maid- crvant then enterr<l the room, and, 
with many apologies, offered to conduct them 
to another parlour, ·where a fire and a snpprr 
were provided fur their refreshment; but the va-­
rions ideas which crourlcd Ellen's mind as she 
passed through these ap:utm nts, which she had 
formerly beheld full of company, and the recol­
lcciion of tho e gny and gi<ldy scenes took from 
her all inclination to eat, and she sat silently 
musing on the vicissitudes which, even in her 
~hort life, she had expcrirnced. 

:Mrs. Irvin bad again recourse io anticipaic<l 
plea~ures.-" r~ ou found no satisfaction Ii.kc 

·11 ~ I h~-~- ··~.. ....,;n in "•1t·1re enJ'oyr my \\ -~:, A uV1, t:, j 1../Ll h u~ ,_,.._ 1\.. l ' 

dear," said she, " in all the follies of the 
w·orld." 

" .Ah!" said I~llen, sighing; " it is their fol­
lies I rcgrrt: plea tuc or satisfaction I am sure 
I never felt while I ,vas <'ngagcd in Htcm; bur 
I am sorry, that so many nrc mistaken in the 
path they choose." 

l\Ir. Hcrbf'rt frarctl to pur nc thi subject-: 
but after the cloth wa removed, hy his reli­
gious and friendly conver ation he l<'ll her mind 
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tn rcl,t on the AL)1IG IITY for assi~tancc aml sup­

port . . 
Before they parted for the night, they joined 

in prayer~ ancl, imploring the aid and proicc• 

lion of i.hcir CREATOR, they retired to :-:ilerp, 

with grateful and cornpo!Sccl afirctions towards 

GoD and the world. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

" I . ' tl b 0 fi I G. . L x prosperILy, 1e ounti u rvcr 1s ou-
scured by the multiplicity of his own gifts; but 
when the tempest of adversity de ccnds, this 
cloud is dispersed, and. man, desolate and for­
lorn, feels the necessities of his nature, his weak• 
ness and dependence, J1is l10pelcssne~s, and need 
of Divine aid, and returns repentant to duty, to 
happiness, and to Gon." 

WHEN Mr. Herbert and Mrs. Irvin wcrr, il1c 
next morning, iutrocluccd to l\Ir. Stanley, he 
was too polite not to appear obliged by their 
visit, though it was evident he felt embarrassed 
in their company : They observed his silence, 
however, and after the first compliments at meet• 
ing were over, soon left the room, under the ex• 
cusc of fearing to fatigue him by too long a stay. 

When again alone with his daughter, she, 
willing to remove the chagrin which still dis-­
turbcd his countenance, asked if lie had seen 
the Arnolds very lately? " O, no, tbey woukl 
11ot come to visit a sick man, and one who is 
poor also; in short, my dear," said he, wii11 a 
sigh, "no one but yourself woul<l thb1k ii \lorth 
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tJ1eir while to come near me ;-you, I knew I 
Iiad injnrecl, and therefore I was unwilling to 
see you; but to my friends in town, as they 
were falsely called, I never did a wrong, but, 
while in my power, I always contributed to 
their amusement; and now they find I can no 
longer 11romoic this, they are gone to seek some 
other dupe!" 

This was spoken with such an air of regret 
and wounded pride, that Ellen was sorry she 
lrnrl led to the subject; bnt with a smile of 
affect.ion she answered: "And yon, my dear 
father, will, I hope, seek other friends : I know 
some who will deserve that name, if you will 
allow them iL-At Miiwood, we are all friends, 
and as much so in adversity as in prosperity.­
I should think the change of air and scene 
would help your recovery also," ad<led she: 
'' my aunt means to offer you part of her 
house, if you will accept it. There it shall be 
my endeavour to remove every uneasiness you 
may have, and by my earnest attention and sin• 
cere affection, to add to your future happi­
ness." 

Again softened by her tenderness, he pressed 
her to his bosom.-" If any thing could give 
balm to a wounded minll," said he, " it would 
be such kind regard as yours, my Ellen; but. I 
am not worthy of it,, 
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Ellen, with incrca. ccl emoiion, assured Itim 

all her future lite should be cmployr(l fr1 con­

Yincing 11im to 1.hc contrary, an:..1 then, by his 

desire, ·went io beg Mr. Herbert's return to 11 im 

for a short time. 

This request was readily complied ·with: and, 

won by the friendly interest 1his goou man srcmcd 

to take in all that concerned him, ~fr. Stanley 

laid before him all his pecuniary a:fI,1irs.-llis 

<lcbts of honour appeared considerable in l\.f r. 

IIerbert's eyes; though their ,, hole amounr 

could not be ascertained till farther cnqnirics 

were made. ]Hr. Stanley blamed him elf for 

pfaying for the very high sums he Juul laicly 

staked, but he acknowledgc<l there were still 

other debts; and his new friend encouraged him 

to look into them v.ithout farther delay. 

The attorney was therefore sent for, and, after 

many arrangements, all was left to his manage~ 

rnent; and l\i1r. S1anlcy listened with compla• 

cency to the scheme both Mrs. Irvin and his 

daughter had proposed, of his returning to 

Milwood w~th them, as the society of Mr. Her• 

bert appeared every day more agreeable to him. 

His house in town, with all its furniture, was 

disposed of; and in about a month after Ellen 

had, -with so much aJL""\::iety, hastened to a pa• 

rent whom she feared to find dying, she had the 

5atisfactio11 of returning with him to the place 
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of all others she most wished, wtth composed 
~pirits, and, though still unwell, ·with greater 
appearance of amem1cd health, ihan "hen she 
first saw-him she could aliow herself to hope. 

The cliangc was such as l\Ir . Staniey had never 
before experienced; for ·when, before, he had 
left the town, it was only to rneet the same com­
pany, and the same pursuits in some fashionable 
watering-place: but he was now really in the 
country, and in ihe midst of "\tinter, with no 

other companions than an old vrnnrnn and a 
young girl, both so attached to their own plan 
of happiness (a sketch of which the reader has 
seen) that they concluded there was none other 
cap:1ble of affording it, and yet l\iir. Stanley 
did not wish himself away.-Hcre he had time 
to reflect, and he was astonished at the recollec­
tion of his former life, dependent on so many 

people for amusement and employment; for 
often had he flown to the former, as a means of 
passing away the hours that hung heavily on 
his hands : but at Mil wood, he never found a 
vacant hour. vVithout his old pursuits,-no 

tavern, or coffee-house to lounge in, where he 
met with companions like himself, who were 

drawn together merely for the sake of killing 
time ; here he met with real attention : Ellen, 

and often Mr. Herbert, left their own employ• 

mcnt, to amuse or cottversc with him. 
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Every morning after breakfast, while he was 
in too weak a . iatc to be much out of t}1e house, 
Ellen fir:-.t read to him, then phyed, or suno- ~ 
and soon his old ia te for mu ic returned, ancl 
he became again a p":'formcr. The hooks lie 
read, tended farth~r to illustrate tl10se important 
trui11 tlmt 1\Ir. Herbert ·11 his conversation in­
culcated, and in his conduct practi ed. 

Here, too, l\Ir. Sta1• 1e;· saw an uniform re• 
spect pai·J to thP Sahut.111, that day wJ1ich, if 
properly &pent, ,d ls ~·rnce and h.q:pine~ to all 
the rest: and, hy the c,·amp1c of those about 
him, ht v,:~ , led to ::iLtcnJ the church, and, like 
them aho, he fo u,t c0:n[01 t in so doing-.-Hc 
had all Jlis lifo been scci1.iug after happiness; but 
now, when ne.n·ly driYen to despair, he came 
de po1hlrng, urn.1 not cx:pccting, or s"arcdy 
wishing, to cli cover it in the country, he found, 
in a quiet, peaceful life, dedicated to Religion 
and the goo{l of other;;, the truest enjoyment, 
leaving far behind him the ·world and all i~ 
visionary plans, he became acquainted with a 
higher source of pleasure., and was impercep• 
tibly led to admit the claims of reason in its 
favour, which the falsely named gaieties he had 
hitherto pursued, would allow him no time to 
con ider. 

The little Campbclls ofirn afforded him much 
entertainment and not seldom, instruction abo, 
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En'n these children had been taught to sec 
things in a more coniprchcnsiYe vi ew thnn ho 
did; and in all their conclnsions there was a 
reference to the workl to come, as Yrcll as io th is. 

1\Ir. Stanley ,vould ask them qne"tions, which 
a false shame often prC\'Cnicd his 1, <1 tting to 
-0thcrs; and their answrrs, though givr n in all 
the simplicity of childhood, were such as often 
produced serious consiclcrations in his mind. 

Tl1e elder l\1iss Campbell sometimes amused 
him with her music; b11i the liHle boys and 
girls were his favourite companions; nml he was 
so goo~l a friend to them, that they were ahrny · happy in I is company. 

As the Spring ach·ancccl, Mr. Stanley's health 
,ms quite restored ; and Ellen ,ras made st ill 
more happy by observing his inclinations pcr­
frctly accoinmo:lated to his situation.-ITc ·walk­
ed every dny, sometimcs alonr, or with her and 
l\Irs. Irvin; and afterwards fook n riclc either 
with l\fr. Herbert or l\Ir. Campbf•ll. Thrrc 
was nothing contradtctory in the conycrsation 
of those he was now with; nll, from the least 
even to the greatest, united in thrir opinion~, 
and their action agreed with their words. 1L 
was thi uniformity which led l\'.Ir. Stanley seri­
ously to conclude, that the truth was on t!teir 
side, as all were happy and contented, e,·en 
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among the 1)oor with ,,horn lw often conversed, 

ancl ,rhere-vcr peace and comfort scrmed to 

dwell, thrsc sentiments were the source from 

,, hich they arose. 

The en uing summer was the happiest Ell<'n 

ever knew; her father became more and more 

attached to her, ancl he delighted to ser lier 

con cicntiously follmYing the pnth of c.luiy, 

·without allo-wing herself to ks en her exertions 

in doing good. 
In ihc course of ihis year, )Iiss Campbell 

married; ancl after a fr,r c1ay: spent at her fa­

ther's house, this excellent young woman was 

r<.'movcd to a larger sphere of action, as the gen­

tleman to whom she was united, po. ~rsscd a 

large c:.; tate inn cli~tant country.-Thither some 

of her sbtcrs went to vii;;it lier every ) car; aud 

they alway rdurnc 1, with some happy account 

of hl'r goodnc:-is. ·• That i. liC wa qHitc another 

~Irs. Irvin in the p1ace ,, here she 1iycd," ,ms 

1he charac;tcr ihey grn e of her, and the poor in 

lier nciglibourl1ood ·were grateful in their nc• 

knowlcdgements of the kindness she ":ts con• 
'-

tinually she," ing them. - The g-n•ate-,t grief 

that Ellen could know, nrxt to the c.kalh of her 

father n.nd aun1, was that of l\Ir. HcrbrrL; and 

she was soon cullc.:d to this trial, though no1 till 

~he had seen c cry gootl dlrct she conlcl wisl1. 

from his society vith his father. - Tllis worthy 
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man glorified Gon in his death; and, thnnkfully 
re igning his life into the l1an<ls of IIi•n who 
gave it, and who had made it so eminently use­
ful, he entered into a happier wodd, without a. 
sigh for th:1t he left. The whole parish of Mil­
wood, to whom he had for so many years been 
a faithful pas!or, mourned his loss; thon;-;h 
their gri f• f was lessened, on Jicaring that the 
yom1£?,·er l\Ir. Campbell, ,, hose sentiments nncl 
manners were so lih.e his own, was to succerd him 
as their mini icr. 

In a short time, Ellen became his wifr; and 
a hou~c ,rhich Jiacl been bnilt for some of their 
fricmb, who were now prcvcnic{l from iuhabiL­
ing it, wns fitted up for their reception. 

About thi. ti ,r, also, poor old dame II nut 
<lied, ,, l·o had long bern confined to J1rr bed, 
and was supported hy ihe care of Betsy Forbes: 
and now Ellen took both lier and her sister into 
her family; the former became her o-wn servant, 
and 1\far_v, thou9,·h prevented by her misfortune 
from being as u-;efol as she wi 'hcd, was not with-
0111 rmplo.rmenL 

l\Ir. Sianley and Mrs. In,iu still inhabited the 
same hou~, ·, and. Incl the ·t1i faction of seeing 
£llcn foilo, mg Hie cclucc1tion ~he bad herfic1f rca 
ceivcd, in that of her own children; of "ltam 
she had a m11uerous fm, :Iy. 

In .i fow J can,, this afiectionatc and be t~bc .. 
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lo"";·cd aunt ,n1s iakrn from hrr, to receive a 

crown of lifr·, thrnngh the merits of hn S.\­

v10u n, ·who5e faithful ~cn-,rnt she had w long 

bccn.-Ellen wa "ith her till the la:-t breath of 

life wns cxpir~d; but the certainty of the hap­

piness promised to all v1hose incrrity of foilh 

and profession is p:·crn'd, ]ikc thi-, ex.ccllrnt 

,..-ornnn's, by an uniform life an<l conduct, and 

,, hich she could not doubt shr "as now cnj~.r­

ing, pr<'clnde\_l all uns"a<.,on:1blc sorrow. 

On the t1eat h of ~\f rs. Jryini her faith fol :\for­

t in once more became a careful nnJ aflL·dionntc 

nurse, and pcrfunncJ that onicc to the children 

of her beloved yon11p: mi...,frr-,, with the same tra­

der attC'nt ion . he hac1 formerly shr"·n lo herself. 

A::1 hrr aunt li:ul lefl all her property i.o the 

younger 1Ir. nml l\f n,. Carnpht•ll, Ellen ap::iin 

became an inhabitm1t of :\Iilw:>od Lodge. ~Ir. 

Herhert a]l(1 ~le:. 11,.-in, scrmrcJ once more 1o live 

in this ,vorthy pnir; a11c.l both the parents of 

t1wsc lli<'ir excellent rqm'- cnlatin·s lin·(l to ~co 

them rear 
" A numerous off:,prin r•, lm·,·l::, lik<' thl'lllS(h·c,, 

And good, till! grace of a ll t.hc, country ruu1hl.'' 

THE I:XD. ,-
- "1-/J ·,t " 

~ • J 
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