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coirvERSATIOY I. 

MAMM...t\.. 
COME Harry, get your 

hat, ,v here is yo1.1r 
fifier, is fhe almofi ready? 
I promifed you, when. yot1 

· ,vent to bed lafi nigl~t, 
.that if you would be up 
early, and not make 1ne 

A2 wait, 
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wait, I ,vould take a ,,valk 
,vith you upon the co1n­
mon before breakfast : ,ve 
,vill go do,vn this gree11 
lane, and through the gate 
by the fide of the quarry 
---do not run fo fast, I 
cannot k.eep pace ,vith 
you. 

_t\.N ... r A. 
l\1atnma ! l\!Ia1n1na ! pray 

look. at ,vbat is going a­
long the road, acrofs th'-!, 
con1n1on; a little girl upon 

an 

' ,I 
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an afs, and a \VOman ,vith 
a flick in her hand ; fee, 

it flops ; it will not fiir a 

ftep, and D1e is beating it 

to 1nake it 1nove on. 

Where are tl1ey going, 

Ma1nma, and ,vhat are all 

thofe green things in the 

bail<..ets 11pon the fides of 

the afs? the little girl looks 

as if fhe was fitting in a 

garden---where can they 

be going! 

l\1Al\Il\1A. 
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l\1Al\11\1:A 
My love, I dare fay they 

are going to the to,vn, 
,vhich you fee a great way 
off, to fell their eggs and 
butter, a11d their vege­

tables. 

ANNA. 
, 1 egetables ! I do not 

know ,v hat they are ; ,vill 
you tell 1ne? 

l\1Alvll\1A. 
Yes, witl1 a great deal 

of pl~af ure: peaf e, beans, 
potatoes, 
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• potatoes, carrpts, turn1 ps, 

and cabbages, are vege­
tables. 

HARRY. 
But why do they carry 

· tl1em to the to,vn to fell 

them? I think it is very 

foolifh ; do they not want 

the1n them at home, to 
eat for their dinner and 

:fi1pper? 

lvIANil\i~t\.. 
They ,vant f ome of the1n 

at ho1ne, but they, every 
year, 
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year, plant and fo,v a great 
deal 1nore than they can 
make ufe of. 

I-IAilRY. 
v\Thy do they take f o 

mncl1 trouble? I think dig­
ging tl1e ground is very 
11ard ,vork: I could not 
turn up the leafi bit ,vhen 
I tried ,v ~th Robin's fpade, 
though I put n1y foot upon. 
it, and stG n~ ped as hard as 
eYer I co·lld. If I ,vas in 
the place of that ,voman 

I 

a 

,1 

fo 

l• 
l , 

0 
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I ,vould only plant and 
f ow as much as I thought 
I fhould ,vant for 1nyfelf 
and my little girl, and fame 
cabbage leaves for 111y poor 
afs. 

l\i.A.l\til\iA. 

Then you would do very 
,vrong, and you ,vould be 
forry, ,vhen too late, that 
you had been f o idle ; for 
you ,vant a great 1nany 
things befides your dinner, 
and even for that, you 
VOL. I. n ,vould 



,. 

8 

,vould foon be tired of 
al,vays eating ycgetables, 
without a bit of 1neat, and 
never to have a pudding! 
110\v :!11011ld you like that, 
1vr afier I-Iarry ? you \V ho 
are fo fond of pudding­
and ho,v ,vretched your 
garden ,vould look! a]l 
laying ,rafle, except the 
little 1100k you had planted 
for yourfelf: befides you 
,vould be ,vithout clothes. 

IIAllRY 



15 

and a great many 
labourers live by 
they get from hi1n. 

I-I.l\. RR Y. 

poor 
wl1at 

Then I may be 
as I pleafe. 

as idle 

1V1 ~4.M 1\1 A. 
Indeed you may not; 

there are many other \vays_ 
of e1nploying your time 
befides digging or plant­
ing. You are too young, 
at prefent, to be of fervice 

to any body; all you can 
VOL. I. C 110'\V 
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no,v do is to attend to the 
infiructions of your papa, 
and your n1afiers, and 
learn, againfl you are old­
er, 110,,v you 1nay be able 
to be 1nofi uf eful to yo·ur 
fellow- creatures, and ho,v 
to condua yourfelf, in or­
der to gain the love and 
efieem of your friends and 
neighbours. 
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coilVERS.t1 TIOY II. 

HARRY. 
·HERE co1nes a girl out 

of papa's corn-fields, 
with her apron full of corn; 
how did i11e get it lVIam-
1na ! did the reapers give 
it to her? 

. 

l\I ... t\.l\Il\I lt. 
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l\I.AJ\11\i ~4.. 
The reapers always lea\·e 

a few ears, fcattered abont, 
for the poor people to pick 
up, and your papa orders 
them to leave a good 1nany 
that they may return to 
their homes happy and 
contented. Obferve- that 
little girl, ho,v pleafed fhe 
looks, and ho,v fafi fhe 
'i.,valks; :fhe fee1ns impatient 
to fhe,v her 1nother ho,v 
mucl1 corn fhe has glean-

ed; 
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ed; ilie is telling her little 
dog to 111ake hafie, do you 
fee ho,v he looks at her? 

l1e ,vonders ,,v hat is the 
1natter, he does not know 
that her mother ,vill get 

the corn ground at the 
1nill, and 1nake a nice loaf 
for l1er children, but the 
little girl kno\vs it, and 
that is the reafon fhe makes 
fo 1nuch hafle . 

.. A ... ,.N 1\... 

But have they no other 

bread? 



20 

bread? no corn but \vl1at 
fhe pick.s up in the fields? 

l\1.A.1\11'.IA. 
Yes; the father works, 

and the mother f pins, and 
vlith the 1noney they earn 
they buy bread, and vvl1at 
other things they fiand i11 

need of: perhaps that girl 
l1as gained a trifle by help­
ing to pull out the ,veeds 
fron1 the corn, ,vhen it 
,vas beginning to · gro,v, in 
the very fields v-1 here fhe 
ihas no,v been gleaning. 

r 
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IIARRY. 
I wi!h we could go into 

the field, I fuould like to 
fee ,vhat all the people are 
doing. 

iVI A1VI l\f ~!\.. 

Well, come l1ere, and I 
will help you over the 
ftile; come Anna, let us 
go into the field-the 
reapers are at dinner under 
the hedge ;-ho,v 1nerry 
tl1ey are !-hovr tl1ey are 
talking and la , ghing ! 

.ANNA. 
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_I\.NN ~1-. 

Oh! Nla1n1na ! look at 
that poor old ,vo1nan; :f11e 
is gleaning, but fhe can 
l1ardly i1oop to pick np 
the ears of corn ; 1nay I 
l1~lp her? 

1\1 li.?t I lvI A . 
Good girl! yes!' go help 

the poor creature. 

IIARllY. 
l\1a1nma, I ,rill pull a 

handful out of this :fbcaf "--, 

for her ; I a1n fure papa 

,vill 
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·\viil not be angry; look. 

,v hat a deal he has got; 

, ,.hy ,ve fhould not eat all 

this in ten yeats, even if 
,ve ,vere to have l1ot cak.es 

and puddings every day. 
l\IAl\Il\I"'"t\.. 

Your papa does not mea11 

that ,ve :f11ould eat it all: 

I hope you have 11ot for­

got ,vhat I told you about 

the wo1nan, and the little 

girl, ,vho ,,vere going to 

n1arket ,vith their vegeta-

' O L. 1. D hles; 
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bles; your papa ,vill order 
l1is corn to be fold, and· 
,ve fhall have the money 
to buy \V hat '\\re want. 

lIARRY. 
I hope he ,vill keep f 01ne 

of the corn to make us• 
bread. 

MA)Il\11_4. 
Certainly he ,vill, and 

f ome of the money to pay 
the labourers; they mufl: 
be paid before any thing is 
bought, for they have no 

other 
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other 1neans of providing 

for their families. 

Well, . ..t\.nna, have yotl 

been affifting the poor old 

::..vo1nan? 

ANN2\.. 

Yes Ma1nma; do look. 

·vhat I have got for her; 

but 1he cannot carry it 
home, her hands tremble 

fo much; fo I tl1ought I 
1night tie it round ,vith my 
falli, and Harry and I 

could carry 1t ho1ne for ... 
her; 



l1er ; fhe does not live far 
off; :Ihe :Ihe\ved 1ne her 
cottage ; it is there · clofe 
by the lane, almofi in 0~1r 

,vay. 
IIARRY. 

Do tie it up, fifier, and 
put it 11pon 1ny back; I 
:fhould like very much to 
carry it ho1ne for her: and 
110w, Mam1na, I fhall be 
ufeful to one of my fello,v­
creatures, though I a1n but 
?1- little bqy; and l will 

trv , , , 

I 
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try, every year, to do 
more and 1nore to help 

tl1em, that every body may 

lo\ye me, as yoti faid they 

,vould if I was kind to 
thenle 

ANNA. 

There was a very naugh­

ty boy near the old woman, 

I ,villi you had f~en him, 

f ome ears of_ corn lay at 

her feet, and ~vhen I was 

going to tak.e them up, he 

f~ticl, I ,vill pick the1n up 
for 
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for her, mifs, but infiead 
of doing fo, he ran away 
\vith them, and laughed, 
and though I called him he 
would not flop: there he 
is, Man11na, fl:anding by a 
another boy in a blue 
jacket. 

l\I ... \~11'1~\.. 
It ,vas a fad naughty 

trick indeed, and l1e :fhall 
not have any more. Har­
ry, go and tell George to 
turn him out of the field. 

I 

I 
I 

a 
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I fuould like to give that 
old woman a fh~lling, fhe 
looks very poor indeed; 
but I have not got my 
purfe;-what can I do for 

a fhilling ! 
ANNA.· 

Oh Ma1nma ! hov, forry 
I am! what can be done!­
I am f ure fhe ,vould be· 
glad enough to have it, for 
fh~ told me fhe ,.vas very 

- weak, and ,viilied fhe had 
) 

a little broth.-! do 11ot 
k.now 

1 
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kno\v ,vhat to do, I have! 
no 1noney but 1ny nc\V 
fhilling, and how can I part 
,vith that? 

l\1Al\Il\i~4-. . 
It certain I y is a very 

pretty fhilling, fo bright, 
and f o nice! if you keep it 
you 1nay have the pleafure 
of ad1niring it till yonr next 
birth-day, and it ,vill ferve 
alf o to make you recollect 
the poor 1ni fcrable ol<l ,\·o­
man, ,v ho appears to be 

alinofi 

n 
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ahnofi fainting for want of 
a little co1nfortable nou­
riil1ment.-.l\nna, 1ny love, 
where are you running, I 
cannot poffibly overtake 
you ?-Look Harry, your 
fifter is giving l1er new 
fhilling to the poor wo­
n1an. 

ANNA. 
1'1 y dear Ma1nma, I could 

not think of keeping the 
fhilling after ,vhat yon 
faid, · 1 ibould have hated 

VOL, I. E to 
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to fee it, and no\V I fhall 
be happy whenever i think 
of it. 
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CO]ilVERSATIOV III. 

J\IA)I:?\I.A .. 
WHY do you leave us, 

Anna? you \vill get 
in amongfl: the trees, and 
not be able to find the ,vay 

,I 

out again; and I do not 
think any body ,vould hear 
you if you ,vcre to cal I. 

A1 1 NA. 
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ANNA. 
l\Ia1n1na ! I believe there 

is a houfe very near, f 01ne ... 
\V here behind the trees, for 
there is a pretty little girl 
fitting 011 the ground, read­
ing, and I do not think :fhe 
is old enough to go far 
frorn home by herfelf. 
You cannot think what a 
11ice little girl :fhe is; :fhe 
l1as got her book laying 
ope:1 upon her knee, and 
[ a1n f ure, though you are 

fame ... 
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fo1netin1es angry ,vith 1ne 

for not 1ninding what I am 

about, you could not be 

f o '"'ith h.:r, for fhe never 

once looked up; I wonder 

ihe did not hear me, for I 

·Ihook the boughs of the 

trees, and kicked the gra­

vel and fiones about, but 

:fhe kept on reading jufr ~s 

if fue l1ad been deaf. 

~,r .AJVI l\I.i\. .. 
Becaufc, my dear, :fhe ,vas 

attentive, and not thinking 
of 



or• 
JO 

of any thing but her lef­
fon, vvhich, I dare fay, {he 
,vent into that quiet place 
to learn, and did not ex<L­

pecl a little noify, trouble­
[ 01ne girl ,vould co1ne there 
to difiurb her. 

,, N . 1 ~ 
-.1. j_ ..... --i.. 

But I did not difiurb he1, 
f0r :fhe did not hear 1ne. 

1\JA)I}IA. 
So much the better, you 

fnould never atte1npt to in­
terrupt any body you fee 

e1n-
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e1nployed, let them be 
doing ,vhat they ,vill, and 
I beg you will re1nember 
never to teafe 1ne witl1 
qnefl:ions \vhen I am fpeak­
ing to another perf on, as 

· you did yefl:erday, ,vhen I 
,vas talking ·to 1'1r. S1nith, 
for it is very rude, and 
very ti ref 01ne :-kifs me, 
1ny love, I a1n not an­
gry; I tell you of it be­
caufe perhaps you did not 
kno\v it \Vas rude, and be-

caufe 
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caufe I fhould be f orrf 
my little girl fhould make 
herfelf difliked vvithout 
kno,ving herfelf to blame; 
but now I have told you 
of it, I expea you never 
do fuch a thing again, for 
I fhall be very mucl1 dif­
pleafed if I have tl1e trou­
_ble of repeating it. 

ANNA. 
Thank you, Ma1nma, for ... 

telling 1ne of it, I ,vill re• 
n1ember ~shat you fay, and 

,vill 

a 



39 

,vill never do it again .. 

. Then you will not go and 

look at the pretty little 
girl! 

l\1:Al\f M.A ... 
No, certainly I fhall 

not; I f uppof e fhe has a 

leffon given her to learn, 
and fhe kno,,vs that the 

only way to do it is to be 
alone; and how much bet­
ter is it to get it done at 
once, and then be able to 
go and amufe herfelf as fhe 
·voL. r. F likes 
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likes befi, than to be lou11g­
ing about all day ,vith tl1e 
book in her l1and, f 01ne­
ti1nes in one roo1n, fo1ne 0 

ti1nes in another, and fret­
ting and teafing every body 
,vith her leffon.-I a1n fure 
:f11e is a fenfible child, and 
it ,vould be cruel to dif-­
turb hers 

ANNA. 
Brother I-Iarry, ,,v hen ,vc 

have our leffons given us 
to 0 n1orro,v, "''e will go to 

the 

a 
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the fum1ner-houfe in the 

garden, and there we iliall 

have nobody to difturb 

ns. 

1'iAl\1:ivI~4.. 

No, but you vvill dif­
turb each other; Anna will 
call Harry to look. at a but­
terfly, arid Harry vvill a{k. 

his fifter~ fifty times in h:ilf 

an hour, ho\v far fhe has 

learned; then a pigeon ,vill 
fly by the vvindo,v, then a 

horfe trot do .. ,r n the lane, 
and 
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and you ,vill talk of the 
colour of the pigeon, and 
a:fk each other _who it can 
be riding do,vn the lane; 
fo at length yot1 will per­
ceive that your le ff on is 
fiill to begin, and that you 
have only been amufing 
each other, and chattering 
like t\VO little magpyes.­
If you ,villi to get your 
leff ons off your hands, that 
your time may be your 
own aftervvards, Harry 1nufi 

feat 

Ii 
I 
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feat hi1nf elf in the corner 

o'· the back. parlour, and 

.:.i\nna go to her roorn, or 

into 1ny clofet, but never 
near the ,vindow. 

IIARRY. 

B1·t my coufin Mary did 

worfe than lounge about, 

for fue ,,vould not try to 

learn any leffon when fue 

,vas here. 
_I\.NNA. 

Your coufin Mary is a 

very naughty child, and 
l1as 
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has been fuffered to ha\·c 
her o,vn ,vay a great deal 
too much; if :fhe never 
learns any thing, :fhe ,vill 
make a fine figure when 
fhe crro,vs a o-reat crirl ,· eve-o b t, 

ry body will laugh at her, 
and :fhe ,vill be Yery un­
happy, and never kno,v 
ho,v to pafs her time, for 
when fhe is older ilie ,vill 
not find amufc1nent in dolls 
and baby houfes; and fhe 
,vill be f o ignorant that 

nobody 

a 
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nobody ,vill like to cone:, 
vcrfe ,vith her. 

AN.rTA. 
What do great girls do, 

,vhen they leave off pL1Jing 
,vith dolls? 

l\IA}I1JA. 
They read and work, 

and fome are fond of dra,v-· 
ing, others of 1nufic: they 
h=ive 111any agreeable \vays­
of f pending their ti 1ne; but 
if you do not learn wl1en 
you have an opportunity, 

and 
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and vfhen your papa and 
mam1na are f o good as to 
give you maflers to in..; 
firua you, you will gro,v 
up to be the ridicule of all 
your acq .aintance, and e­
ven little children, ,vho 
have been more attentive 
to their leffons, ,vill pro­
bably know 1nore than you 
do, and ,vill n1ock. anll 
laugl1 at you. 

I-l.A.11RY. 

But ,vhy cannot great 
boys 
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boys and girls learn other 
things when they are tired 

, of their play-things? 

'l\1A1IM.A~. 
I)ray Harry, tell me if it 

,vould not be a fine fight 
to fee young Mailer and 
1\1ifs Freeman learning their 
ab c? ,vould not you laugl1 

to hear 11ifs Free1nan fpel­
ling c-a-t cat, d-o· g dog? 
and to fee her brother 
learning to write? 

IIARRYd 
VOL. I. G 
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HARRY. 
Oh dear Mam1na! how 

very firange that would 
be, I a1n f ure I :!hould 
laugh indeed, and I will 
learn every thing as fafi as 
I can while I am little, 
for I :!hould be afhamed to 
be obliged to have a 1naf­
ter to teach me to read 
and write vV hen I a1n a 

great big boy, and have 
boots and fpurs, like Maf-
ter Freeman. 

ANNA:. 
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ANNA. 
And fo will I, Harry, 

learn every thing Mamma 
is fo kind as to teach me; 
for I fhould look like a 

fool if I was defired to 

read f omething, and not 

be able to do it ; and I 

:Ihould be very unhappy 
when you go to fchool, 

and to Oxford, as papa 
faid you ihould, if I could 
11ot write to you, and read 

your letters. 
C01{-



CO)lVERS11 TIOY. Ift~. 

ANN.A .. 
H OvV I do like to run 

upon this co1nmon ! 
I have been fo blown a­
bont ! for I loft 1ny hat, 
and I have had a fine race 
after it.-Oh ! there is El­
len \Vith her baby jufi co11.ie 

out 
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out of the lane; and there 
·is her father fitting· near the u 

gate; ·1he fiops to talk \vith 
hi1n; it is very fine vvea­

ther, and I hope the fun­

fhine ,vill do him good. 

l\IA:\Il\I~t\.. 

I hope it ,vill make him 

quite \Vell ; he is a great 
deal better fince he can1e 

to live ,vith his daughter; 
he ,vas very lonely after :f11e 
,vas married, and gone to 

her O\Vn houfe, and he 

gre\v 
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gTew ill and ,veak, and 
could not go to his work, 
or mind his bufinefs at all, 
and he would have be­
come very poor and rni­
ferable if he had not had 
a dutiful good child. 

IIARRY. 
What did fhe do, Mam-

1na? 
lvI AlVLl\l A . 

She went to his cottage, 
and told hi1n that he had 
been very good to her 

,vhen 

w 

a 

w 

C 

fl 

a 
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,vhen fhe ,vas a little girl, 

and had given her meat 
and drink, and cloaths, 
and a good fire to keep 

her ,varm in the winter, 

and had never let her 

want for any thing, but had 
taken care of her when ihe 
could .not take care of her­
f elf, and that no,v fhe was 

a wo1nan, and he was 
gro\ving old and infirm, 
fhe ,vould not fuffer him 
to have any more trouble 

about 
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about any thing, bv.t de­
fired he ,,vould bring his 
bed, and his great ca(v 
chair, nnd all l1is things 
to her houfe, and live ,vith 
her and her hnfband; fo 
poor old v'Villia1ns ,vas 
very happy ~t the thoeght . 
of being , 1:ith his daughter, 
and every thing ,v~1s foon 
removed: his bed y,.,as 

I 

placed in a pleafant little 
roo1n, of \\'hich the cafe­
ment onepcrl into the uar"" l .. u b 

den; 



den; the eaf y chair was 
put into the ,varmeft cor­
ner of the kitchen, clofe 
by the fire-fide, and his 
cow ,vas put ,vith Ellen's 
in the field behind the 
houfe. 

The good old man was no 
longer lonely, his daugh­
ter made nice co1nf ortable 
broth for hirn, and ·he 

grevv better and better e­
very day, _ and is 110w al­
moil well; fo1nctimes he 

VOL. I. H amufes 
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an1uf es himf elf in their 
. garden, and ,vhen l1e re­

turns to his great chair he 
plays ,vith his little grand­
child, of ,vhom he is very 
fond, and \vill be more fo 
when it begins to talk to 
hi1n. 

Ellen never fuffers hi1n 
to do any thing to fatigue 
l1i1nfelf, and he is as hap­
PY as he can be; and il1e 
and her huiband are hap .. 
py alf o, for they know 

that 

\' 

r . 
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that they are doing their 
duty, and 1nay hope that 

when they grow old and 
infirm, their children ,vill 
be as kind to thern as they 
now are to her father : e 
very thing profpers ,vitl1 
them; il1e n1akes the nicefl: 
butter in all the ,·illage, 
and nobody can boafi of 
fuch fine fat poultry. She 
deferves to be happy for 
fhe was always good. I 
kne\v her "'hen fhe ,vas a 

very 
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very little girl, and lo,red 
11er becaufe fhe v,as fo obe­
dient and dutiful to 11er 
parents, and fo king.; and 
obliging to her neighbciurs; 
never quc1rreling ,\rith her, 
play-fellows, but ,villing to 
lend the1n ,vhat toys :!he 
had, ,vithont defiring to 
ha,,e any thing of theirs 
unlefs they liked· it. , 

So you fee young gen­
tle1nen and ladies are very 
often not half f o good as 

the 

p 
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the children of poor peo­

ple, though they ought to 

kncl\V right from ,vrong a 

p-reat deal better; for their 
0 

papas and 1na1nmas general-

1 y take a great deal more 

trouble to teach them, and 

are much better able to 

infiru8: the1n, befides that 

they have more ti1ne to ob­

ferve their aclions ; for 

poor people are obliged to 
mind their ,vork in the 
fieids, and have no leifure 

to 
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to fit do\vn and talk ,rith 
their children; f o that they 
are left to thernfel vcs, and 
are much 1nore excufeable, 
v~· hen they do ,vrong, than 
young gcntle1nen and la­
dies are \V hen they do f o; 
there can be no excufe for 
the1n, for they have al,\ ays 
fon1e kind friend to tell 
them ,v hat is good, and 
,vhat is naughty, and if 
they ,vill not attend to 
,v hat is faid to the1n, f o 

1nuch 

fi 

1 
r 
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much the ,vorf~ for them, 

they ,vill never be happy, 

for thofe ,v ho act i1npro­
perl y never are. 

1
; :' IIARRY. 

rray Ma1n1na, let us go 
to old Williams; I fl1ould 

like to an~ hi1n if he is 
better. 

AX~~t\., 

1- nd I fl1oeld be glad to 
fe \., the little ba~y.-When 

I have faved up a little 
n 1 ci~e of 1ny pock.et money, 

1nay I bu ✓ r her a frock? 



G:t 

1\IA}f}fA. 
I fhould have no objec~ 

tion to your making a pre­
fent of a frock to Ellen's 
child, if you had 1noney 
to make prefents often, but 
as you have not, would it 
not be better, Anna, to 
fpend the little you have 
in fo1nething 1norc nfeful ; 
Ellen can afford to buy 
frocI~s for her child, and 
every thing elfc \\' hich is 
needful for her~ but Jane 

Prim--

r 
' 
b 

\' . 
t 

fa 

to 

a, 
' 

he 
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Primrofe's poor little girl 
has fcart'ely a petticoat to 
,vear, and her :fhoes are f o 

bad that :fhe cannot keep 

them upon her feet : do 

you not think. there will 

be more charity in giving 

your money to her, or to 

the poor old woman you 
finv in the corn field? fhe 
is f o ,veak as not to be able 

to get any, and has nobo­

dy to help her or to give 
her any thing, unlefs fhe is 

VOL. I. I fo 
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fo harpy as to meet ,vith 
kind - hearted charitable 
people, who can afford to 
f pare a trifle to l1er, and 
who infiead of giving their 
little a,vay to the firfi they 
1neet with, 0r to pleafe 
their o,vn fancy, (as yo11 
Vv'ould do by giving a frock 
to Ellen's child) ha,·e re­
ferved their favings for 
fuch objeas as fhe, and 
the poor little half-naked 
child I rccom1nend to your 

. 
notice, 

n 

1 
e 

a 

. 
lt, 

ti1 

h 
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notice, and to \vhich I 
hope you ,vill attend. 

_t\NNA. 

Yes indeed, l\ia1nn1a, and 

I hope I :fhall foon have 

enough to buy little J c.t11e 

a petticoat; and do pray 
:fhe,v me ho"' to n1akc it, 
and then her n1other vJill 
not be obliged to pay for 
it, nor to f pend her ovvn 

ti1ne about it, and leave 

her f pinning. 

1\'.f .A. l\f .:.I;\. 
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l\IA)Il\I A. 
That is very well thought 

of, my love ; poor peo­
ple's time is as precious to 
them as money, for it is 
only by e1nploying that 
properly they can hope to 
procure tl1e comforts and 
neceff aries of lifeo 





. ., 

_) 



CO)lVERSATION T7• 

l\I.AJ\tIMA. 

Harry, do you fee that 

little boy leaning on the 

fide of the brook ? he is 

very naughty indeed, and 

if I was his mamma I 
fhould be very angry ,vith 
hin1, and vvould fend hi1n 

to 
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to bed witout his fuppcr, 
and I would not f peak to 
hi1n for a whole ,veek. 

IIARRY. 
And would you take 

a,vay his whip and his 
dog? 

jJAl\Il\I.A_. 

Yes, and his piaures, 
and his tan1e rabbit. 

IIARRY. 
But ,vhy vvould you do 

fo, :rv1am1na? - ,vhat has 
the little boy done to 

make 

' 
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1nake you f o angry \ivith 

him? 
1\IA1\Il\1~tl. 

Becaufe he has been 

told, both by l1is papa and 

his 1namma, a great many 

ti1nes, never to go nigh the 

,vater, for if he was to fall 

in ( \V hicl1 it is very likely 
he 1nay) he will fink do~Nn 

to the bottom, and be 

dro,vned, and then he will 

never f ce his papa or his 

ma1n1na, or his brothers, 

or 
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or his fifl:ers any more ; 
and nobody will be forry 
for hin1, becaufe l1e is a 
very difobedient child. 

II~t\RRY. 
Why do men go near 

the water?-,vhen I walk­
ed out ,vith pa pa, I fa,v 
fame 1ncn by the fide of 
the river; they ,vere fiih­
ing; and there was ot1e in 
a boat; fuppofe they had 
fallen in, ,vould they hav€ 
been dro\vncd ? 

J.\; I.l\. l\f l\1 A . 

a 
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l\lAl\11\f A. 

''ery likely they might, 

f uch accidents too often 

happen, but men are never 

in f o much danger as little 

boys are, becaufe they are 

better able to take care of 

th emf elves ; and if, by 

chance, a -1nan ,vas to fall 

into the river, perhaps he 

might be able to get out 

again, but a little boy . . 
would not have firengtl1 

to fl:ruggle ; he could not 

VOL. r. K keep 
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keep up his head, and the 
water would get into l1is 
1nouth and ears, and he 
would lofe his fenfes, and 
fink down to the bottom. 

I-IARRY. 
Oh dear Mamma ! ,vhat 

a fad thing it would be ! 
I am quite frightened only 
by hearing what you fay. 

l\1Al\1M.A .. 
Befides, the water that 

would drown a child 
might not be half deep 

enough 



enough to dro,vn a man. 

I knew a little boy '"'ho 
had been ordered, by his 

marnrna, never to go near 

the pond in the garden, 

but he ,vas f o naughty that 
he did not mind what :fhe 
faid, but, like a difobedi­
ent child as he was, got a 

little boat '"'ith a firing to 
it, and one day, '"'hen his 
mamrna was gone to vifit 
a lady in the neighbour­

hood, away he vvent to 
make 
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make it fwim in the pond; 
but he had not amufed 
himfelf long before the 
firing flipped out of l1is 
fingers, and in trying to 
get it again, he fell head-­
long into the water, and 
,vould certainly have been 
dro,vned in a few minutes, 
if the gardener had not 
happened, very fortunate-
1 y, to be in the ,vay, and 
got to hi1n time enough 
to pull hin1 out, and fave 

his 

t 

l 
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his life; but he was f o 

much frightened that it 
was a long time before he 

could f peak or open his 

eyes, and ,vas fo wet and 

cold that he was obliged 

to go to bed, and there he 

lay fick and ill; and had 

f o 1nuch difagreeable bit­
ter fluff to fwallo,v, and it 
,vas f o long before he 

could go to walk with his 
fifiers, or to work in his 
little garden, or do any 

thing 
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thing that he liked to do, 
that I think he will never 
be fo naughty again, but 
will remember that his 
1na1nma knows much bet­
ter what is proper for him 
to do than he does him­
f elf, and that whenever he 
difobeys her orders he will 
get into mif chief; and I 
hope, my dear Harry, you 
will alfo remember that 
difobedient children are 
al\vays punifhed, that they 

are 

a 
( 

a 
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are very wicked, and that 

God never loves them. /(' 

IIARRY. : 

Mamma, I ,vill always 

be as good as ever I can, 

and I will do every thing 

you tell me to do, and I 

never will go near water 

,vithout holding you or 

papa, or fo1nebody by the 

hand-but fuppofe the 

gardener had fallen into 

the po11d when he was 

trying to get the 1 i ttle boy 
out! 
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l\'1A:01:i\1i\.. 
If he had, he would 

only have gof his cloaths 
wet, and might perhaps 
have caught a cold, but 
he ,Yould not have been 
drov\rned, for the ,vater 
was not deep enough, 
therefore, as I told you 
before, children are 1nore 
exp of ed to danger than 
men ; befides they have 
neither fenfe or judgment 
enough to kno\v when 

there 

,. 
I 

( 
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there is danger, and \vhe11 

there is not; and they mull 
fubmit to be guided by 
thofe who do know, and 
11ot be headftrong and ob­
fiinate, and willi to do as 
they like without afking 
,v hether it is proper for 
them to do it or not. 

Do you remember how 
your coufin Mary hurt 
herfelf when fhe overfet 
the fire-f creen? you kno\v 
I told her what ,vould 

VOL. r. L hap-
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happen, but fhe vvas obfl:i­
nate, and vvould not be­
lieve me, but continued 
kicking and pufhing it, f o 
down it came, and gave 
her a great blow upon the 
head. 

I-IARR1t. 
Yes, I remember it very 

well ; and how fhe cried 
and fqualled, and how you 
kept on playing upon your 
piano, and took no notice 
of her noife, but the more 

fhe 
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fhe [creamed the louder 

you played. 
MA~IlVI..A .. 

,, ery true, Harry, I did 
f o; I ,vas determined to 
let her cry till fhe was 
tired, for fhe had nobody 
to blame but herfelf for 

what had l1appened; I had 

told her a dozen times to 

let the fcreen alone, and 
if fhe did not chufe to 
mind n1e~ but to amuf e 

. . 

l1erfelf ,vith kicking it a-
bout, 
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bout, if ilie was hurt it was 
lier own fault-but you 
know £he is fo often naugh­
ty that fhe tires every body. 

HARRY. 
So fhe is indeed, Mam­

ma; I wifh fhe would be 
good, that people might 
love her. The fervants do 
not like to do any thing 
for her, for when fhe wants 
any thing fhe fpeaks f o 
crofs to the1n, and f cratches 

· · and pinches f o, that Biddy 
told 
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told her, the other day, 

i11e might drefs herfelf if 

fhe would, and wafh her­

f elf, or go dirty if ihe liked 

it; ihe ,vould not be her 

maid any longer. 
; 

1 
I , 

CON-



CO"l\TVERSA TION VI. 

_4.NNA. 
MY dear Mamma, I am 

glad you are co1ne 
home; I ,vas f o afraid you 
,vould not co1ne before our 
bed time. Ho,v does my 
aunt do? and ho,v do all 
my coufins? 

lVIAlVfl\f A. 



! 
I 
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1\1 .A.M l\1A .· 

They are all very ,vell: 

Mary is at her grandn1am­
ma's, fo I did not fee her, 

and I was not f orry for it; 

I am always vexed when 

I am in her company, fue 

is fo crofs. 
I got out of the chaif e 

at the end of the town, and 

wallted up to the houfe 

through the garden; the 

parlour ,vindo\V .,vas open, 

and I faw tl1em before they 
fa,v 
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faw me: your aunt was fit­
ting ,,vith her little boy 
upon her lap, and Fanny 
was fianding by her, beg­
ging fl1e might alf o be 
taken up. The moment 
I entered the parlour, fhe 
afk.ed if Harry had fent 
her f ome fira,vberries: fl1e 
does not know that they 
are out of feaf on. I gave 
her a pear and a plu1n, 
and fhe was very well fa­

tisfied. 
Your 

' 
1 



Your Aunt wants a lit­

tle of our county air, and 

has promifed to f pend a 
,veek or fortnight ,vith us: . 

il1e ,vill bring Fanny and 

vVillia1n with her, and 

leave J: lary "\i\Tith gran.d--
1na1nn1a. 

ANN~!\. 

I a1n very glad of that, 
for vvhenever fhe co1nes 

here fhe walks over my 
poor little garden, and 

treads do,vn all 1ny flo,v.,, 

VOL. I. ers 
' 
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ers, tears my doll's cloaths 
to bits, and breaks and 
fpoils every thing that Ihc 
can get at.-1 lo,~e my 
other coufins dearly 0 

l' I.A.3Jl\1A. 
She is indeed a fctd lit-

tle girl-but ,ve mufi hope 
il1e ,vill 111end, vvhen :fhe 
is older, and has more fenfe: 
if :f11c had been in your 
place ,vhen I came home, 

, fhe ,\~ould have afk.ed 1ne, 
fifty tunes, what I had 

brouaht 
b 

. 
1 

fi 
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brougl1t her-here comes 

John ,vitl1 the parcels, and 

110\v you fuall fee what I 

have got for you.-111 the 

firfi place here are t'WO 

very pretty books, ,vith. 

piaures in them, for you, 
Anna, and two otl1ers for 

you, Harry, and a fine 

large lzite for you to fly 
in the garden, or in the 

field ; and here is a ball 

of t,vine. 
~1 y dear Anna, tell 1nc 

}10\V 
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hovv you like this little 

box, open it, tl1ere is the 
key-look hovv pretty it 
is; there you are to lay 
your ,vork, and here· are .. 

winders to put your thread 

upon; here is a place for 

your thimble ; and at that 

end, t1nder the cover, you 
,vill find a pretty pair of 
f ciffars and a bodkin ;-in 

this paper is fo1nething to 
make a petticoat for poor 

Jittle Jane, and now you 
1nay 
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may go to ,vork as f oon 

as you pleafe, for here is 

every thing neceffary. , 

ANNA. 
1"'hank you, Mam1na, 

twenty tin1es. . What a 

beautiful box · it is ! how 

pretty the infide is ! 

IIARRY. 
But look at my kite,. 

that is tl1e pretty thing ; 

how high it will go with 
~11 this cord! 

MAl\!Il\I1\. . 
. ' . 
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l\I.l-\. J.1 J\i.A .. 
Here children, are f 01ne 

bi[ cu its for you ; I bought 
a great 1nany 1nore, but 
they a ... -e gone: I hope you 
,vill like them. 

II1LRR7. 
Are they f\veet? 

l\ ,- I "I l\I A - .1...... ~1 - ..t"l.. . 

Indeed I do not knoi:. r, 
for I have not tafl:ed tbe~n. 

I1\.l{P \' ... 

~There are they gone 
then? I thought you had 

been 
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been eating f ome in the 

chaif e, as you came ho1ne. 

l\'11\.l\i:i'\I~J\.. 

1\f o, I gave the1n to a 

poor child who was in its 

1nother's ar1ns in t11e fhop 

crying for cake, ,vhich, 

poor :/l0111an, fhe l1ad no 

111oney, to buy for it ; and 

the :fhop ,von1an heard it 

cry, and finv its poor little 

finger pointed at tl1e bif­
cui ts, \vi th out taking any 

notice of it. 
.,ANN.A .. 



. 

9-1 

ANNA . 

1--Io,v could fhe be fo hard~ 

hearted as not to give it 

fome in its pincloth, when 

ihe had fo 1nany ! 

l\1AMMA. 

It was not neceifary to 

give a,vay fuch a quantity, 

:ihe lives by felling the1n, 

and if fhe gave away her 

things in that manner, fhe 

would f oon be as poor as 

the mother of the child; 

but as you fay, fhe rnufi be 
,:-erv 

~ 

ta 
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,·ery hard-hearted not to 
; 

have given the poor thing 
one, ,vhen the woman told 
Her il1e had jufi paid her 
every halfpenny fhe had 
in the ,vorld, for a loaf to 
take ho1ne ,vith here 

IIARRY. 
So Mam1na, you bought 

fome bifcuits, and gave her 
half of them.-1 ,~:iil1 fhe 
had all my fhare ! 

AN ...... 1\. 
And I ,villi fhe had 

. 
VOL. Io mine, 
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111ine, and · if I could fend 
the1n to her l ,vould. 

lVI _,t lVLwI A. 
I kno,: ,vhere to find· 

her, if you ,vould really 
rather :end the1n to l1er, 
than eat thern yourfelves • 

.A'.NN . ..t\. 
Yes indeed Ma1n1na ;· ,ve 

do not ,vant the1n, f o tie 
up the paper, anfd let the 
poor little thing have the1n 

· as f oon as you can. 

IIARRY. 



HARRY. 

And here is my piece:1 

put it in with the refl:, I 

wifh I had not eat any 

of it. 
. l\1.l\l\1MA. 

You are very good chil .. 

dren, and· I love you 1nore 

and 1nore every day; you 

fhall not go to bed ,vith­

out being re,varded _ for 

your kindnefs. Con1e John, 

let me have the lar~c par­

cel, ,vhich I tolJ you to 
k.eep 
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keep till I ail<.ed for it­
here it comes-your fcif­
fars, Anna, to cut the 
packthread-novv open the 
paper-peep Harry-well 
what do you fee? 

IIARRY. 
Oh! \vhat have we got 

here, a great feed cake ! 
,v by this is t~.venty times 
better than bifcuits; pray 
dear l\1a1n1na let us fend a 
flice of it to the poor 

child. 
.l\i Al\11\f A. 
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l\1Al\1J\1A. 

So we will, and you 

fhall, each of you, have 

a piece before you go to 

bed. 
The poor ,voman ,vill 

be here to-1norro\v; fhe is 

travelling on foot, ,vith 

l1er child in l1er arms, all 

the way to L-- ~.,vhere 

her father lives. She ,vas 

1narried to a fea-faring 

1nan, ,-v ho is lately dead, ' 

a.n~ fhe is returning to her 

friends 
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I friends to work, and en~ 
, I deavour to 1naintain her 

child, and herf elf, in the 
town in which fhe was 

born, rather than Ii ve a­

mong fl:rangers ; but :!he 
has a long way to go, 
and is without money ; 
:fhe will dine here to-mor-

, 

row, and we 1nufl: fee ,vhat 
~an be done for her. 

E1VD OF /iOL. I. 
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