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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE. 

Lady GEORGIA.NA CAVEN:OISH~ 

MADAM·, 

THE favorable opinion expre!fed 

by the Duchefs of Devoniliire, 

of the little vVork to which this is 

a Seqµel, induced me to folicit per­

in iffion to dedicate thef e Volumes 

to your Ladyfhip. 

While I recollecl: all the alts of 
kindnefs I have experienced from 
her Grace, I can find no terms to 

- A 2 ·exprefs 
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exprefs my fenfe of them, that do 

not feem to border too 1nuch on 

thofe , of the (frequently infincere) 

adulation ufed in common Dedica-

tions, 

But I certainly advance no 1nore 

than I believe to be exactiy true, 

when I _ fay, that i~ enjoying that 

internal fatisfaB:ion which arifes 

fron;i the confciQufoefs of good and 

oen~volent deeds, the Duchefs of 

Devoniliire has alfo the happinefs 

of feeing in her daughter thofe 

~miable qualities that have rendered 

her Grace fo greatly beloved by her 

friends, as well as the boaft and 

ornament of her country. 

May · 

to 

d 



DEDICATION. V 

1\-Iay it be your felicity, Madam~ 
to etnulate and to reward the ten"!' 
derneis off uch a mother! 

I have the honor to be 

Your LADYSHlP's 

mofr obliged and 

devot,d Servant., 

CHARLOTTE S:MITH .. 

, . 
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DIALOGUE I. 

THE LITTLE WEST INDIAN. 

COLONEL CEcr L and his Caroline were 
fettled at a fm:dl but beautiful hou(e, 

fituated near the foot of a woody hill, 
which !heltered it from the unfriendly 
N arch Eaft. In front, over a fmall lawn 
fringtd with !hrubs, and !haded by a few 
venerable beeches,a ppeared the Channel, 
and behind were a lofty ridge of chalky 
downs, enlivened by innumerable flocks 
of !beep, and in fome places varied with 
woods of alb and beech. 

\Vi thin an eafy morning's ride of his 
fifrer, and happy in the improving 
graces of his daughter, Colonel Cecil 
feerned to be a man whofe fituation was , 
to ·be envied-but his tranquillity was 

VOL. r. B diflurbed 
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difturbed by hearing, that Captain 
Sedley, his moft intimate friend, was 

,dead iri Jamaica, where he had fome 

years before married and fettled ; and 

that to Colonel Cecil he had committed 

the management of his fortune and that 

of his three children, two of whom-he 

had ordered to be immediately fent to 

England, and placed there, as his exe­
cutor .fhould di rect ; the other was yet 

an infant. The letter which contained 
this intelligence was brought by a negro 

fervaot, who informed the Colonel, that 

he had attended his " young Ma!fa and 

" little Mifs" to London from Pore(-, 
mouth., where they landed; and that, 

at the houfe of the merchant with 
whom Captain Sedley corr~fponded, they 
awaited the Colonel's orders. 

· I---:1oweve,r unwilling he was to leave 

his rerirement, this obliged Mr. Cecil to 

go to London, which, after a fhort con­

fultation with Mrs. W ood-field, he deter-

mined 
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mined to do immediately, in order to 
acquit himfelf towards the memory of 
his friend, who had en.trufted him with 
fo facred a charge.-Caroline in the 
mean time remained with her aunt, who 
in a few days received fr.om Colonel 
Cecil the following letter t 

" You muft advife me, my dear 
' ' fifter, how to act in regard to my 
" little wards, for whom I alre ady feel 
" great anxiety. The boy, a fi ne little 
" fello w almofi: nine years old, I~as been 
" fo f poi led on one hand and neglected 
" on the othe r, that he muft be placed 
" immediately at fome proper fchool, 
" and I have chofen that where your 
" younger boys have done fo well-but 
•" the little girl is the morr intere i:ing 
" little creature I have ever feen, and I 
cc cannot dif pofe o( her, without having 
" your opinion-I almofl fancy you~ 
H . would be better pleafed, if I were to 
H bring he r down with me, and I know 

B 2 '' you 
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" you would take the trouble to in­
cc Hruft my Caroline in the little pre­

,, parations it will be neceifary to make 

" for her, if we indeed determine to 

" fend her to fchoo1. I find that mif­

" truft of the conduct of his wife, which 

" embittered .the life of my poor friend, 

cc and, 1 fea1·, haftened its clofe, was the 

cc reafon of the dying charge he gave to 

« his executor in Jamaica, to fend over 

" the two elder children to me imme­

" diactly.-And his correfpondent hints 

" to me, that it is highly probable the 

" lady is by this time married agarn. 

" Advife me, whether to fend my little 

" charge to fchoo1, or bring her down 

" to Were Hill? There is one awkward 

" circumftance attending this latter plan; 

" a black female fervant, who brought 
" her up~ and from whom it will be 

" very painful to wean her. I fhould be 

" forry to undertake this feparation 

cc myfelf, and therefore, I fear, Mimbah 
" mufl: 
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. 

cc muft accom pany us. I expecl to hear 

" from you by :he retu rn of the poft, 
" and wich mo !1: .dfeftionace love to all 
" the ciear girls, I ..:rn yo:1rs moll: 
" truly, 

cc ~ C ,, 
l.J . -. 

Mrs.W oodfield p1ainl y perceived fron1 
the purport of his letter, th 2. t ht r bro­

ther .wi fhed to take into his own hou fe , 

or chat fhe ihould receive into he rs, the 

infant daughter of his fri end. Ever de­

firous to gratify him, fhe anf we red his 

letter in fuch a way as determined him; 

and in a few days, having firfl fettled 
her brother at the fchool, where his 
younger nephews were, he arrived with 

his W e!t Indian w:ud and he.r black 

attend ant. The beauty and engaging 

Gm plicity of the little orphan, Ella 
Sedley, interefl:ed the whole party in he r 
favour, while the affectionate heart of 

Mrs.Woodfield fdt that tender com-· 
n 3 pJffion , 
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paffion,_ which difpofed her to fupply to 
her the place of the _mother, who _ ap­
peared to have abandoned her. She 
forefaw alfo much advantage that might 
,;1ccrue to Caroline, from her being en­
trufted with the care of the little girl, 
of which fhe found her extremely defi­
rous~ In attending to the ceconomy of 
her drefs, to making and repairing the 
cloaths of her ward, fl1e would learn 
what would hereafter be folidly ufeful; 
and would herfelf acquire habits of pa­
tience and attention, by inftruEting her 
in fuch things as !he was capable of 
learning. 

The arrangement then was made, that 
Jittle Ella fbould be received into the 
Colonel's houfr·, and be brought up _ 
under the care of Caroline, fuperin­
tended by her aunt. The two familiesl 
though inhabiring ditferent houfes, lived 
alrnoi.1 continually together, and the 

daughters 

fa, 

t·io 
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daughters of Mrs. Woodfield were as 

much plea fed as their couG.n with this 

little acquifition to their fociety . . 

Ella was now of their morning p2r~ 

ties, while they fat round the work-table; 

!he had never been taught to work, and 

Henrietta undertook to be her infrruct­

refs; but her patience was put to very 

fevere trials, and little Ella was often 

contriving how to efcape from her affi­

duous teacher, to ilide off to iv1imbah, 

her dear Mimbah, who was fo g]ad to 

fet her upon her knee, znd talk to her 

about " dere own dear country," or 

v:he~ the weather was not cold, faunter 

with her round the garden, then come 

f1n1ddering in, and fay, which Ella failed 

not to repeat, " Oh ! dis England, col ' 

col place!" One_morning in early fpring, 

Ella who had been for a ·walk with her 

fable nurfe, entered with this exclarna. 

tion, and went trembling to the fire. 

Mrs. f/7oodfield. Does my little Ella 

~ 4 then 
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then wif'n to leave this cold cold place, 
and go back to Jamaica ? 

Ella (Jighing). Oh no! not if I was . 
to fay '' good ·bye" to you, my good 
Englilh mamma ! 

Elizabeth. But you have another 
mamma, your own mamma there, Ella; 

- . I 

and befldes, you think it a pleafanrer 
place than this. 

Ella. When papa was alive; but 
Mirr,bah fay now, that poor papa is gone 
beyond, beyond blue mountains ; an.cl 
Ella never fee him no more ! 

Jvfrs. Woodfield. And does Mimbah 
then wiih to go ba.ck ? 

Ella. Mimbah love her own country 
beft. 

Mrs. fVooc/field. You fee now, my 
dear girls, how (hong is that habit 
which at~acr.es even f1aves to their native 
country, and that our iJeas of the ho,­
rors of that flare we call fia very, cannot 
al! be well founded, fince this negro wo-

man, 

\\ 

n 

~ 
fie 

th 
to 
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man, who knows that fhe is free here, 
who is n1iftrefs of her time, and has 
every thing found for her, without any 
other work than the lictle attendance 
fuch a child requires, prefers her own 
country where fhe was a fiave, and liable 
to be beaten or turned into the field on 
the caprice of her mifhefs. 

Caroline. How turned into the field ? 
Mrs. Woodfield. There are different 

fees of flaves-fome are employed, as we 
employ our fervants, for domeftic pur­
pofes, and are cal1ed houfe negroes; 
another fet are occupied, I am forry to 

fay, as we employ our horfes and oxen; 
while others are diretl:ed, like our carters 
and plowmen to drive them. When an 
houfe fervant mifbt haves, it is a fre­
q uenc punifhment to fend them into the 
field, a circumftance fo mortifying to 
their pride, that it has been ofren known 
to ·drive them to dtfpa1r and death. 

Elizabeth. Poor crtatures ! I am Fer-
B 5 fuaded> 
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f uaded, my dear mamma, that I fhould be 

unhappy in that country; I could not 

bear to fee my fellow-creature in f uch a 

ftate. 
· Mrs. Woodfield. A perfon brought up · 

there, and accufromed to it, has not th~ 

leafr idea that thefe · unhappy men are 

of the fame fpecies; they no more fed 

hurt at feeing them compelled to labour 

or fuffering punifhment, than perfons in 

this, not accuflomed to think, do, when 

they fee a team of horfes, or a yoke 

of oxen, and the drive11 exercifing his 

whip. 
Caroline.. And befides the diftrefs k 

would be to me to fee thefe poor people, 

I lhould be overcome with heat,. and 

hara!fed with the infects. 

Mrs. Woodfield. Thor~ an~ undoubt­

edly inconveniences; but there are peo­

ple who prefer, notwithflanding,, the lux­

uries and confequence they can enjoy 

in the colonies, to being confounded 
among 

0 

J 
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among the crouds of opulent people in 

England, where they muft pay very 

dear for the neceffaries of life, which· 

thofe who have eftates enjoy there in 
profufion: as to the heat, their houfes 
are calculated to mitigate that incon­
venience, and they have contrivances 
again ft being annoyed by the reptiles , 

and infects with which all hot countries­
are infefted :-The fcenery in mnny parts 

of the iflands, is extreme-ly beautifu1.-ln 
Jamaica there are trees, not only larger 
and more magnificent than the finefr 

timber in England, but of perpetual 

verdure; and the forms of the palmeto, . 
the cabbage-tree, and many others, are 
fo unlike what Europe:rns are accufromed 

to fte, that they give an air of grandeur 

and noveity to the lJndrcape not eafy to , 

defcribe.-The 1ea-fhore abounds with 
.fhells of the greateft variety and beauty, . 

and what, perhaps, would be a much 
n 6 g_reatcr 
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greater recommendation to forne per­
fons, with excellent_ turt]e. 

Elizabeth. That could be only to 
epicures, mamma i for they are moft dif­
gufling animals to look at. Is it of. 
their fhells, that combs and other things 
of that fort are made ? 

Mrs. Woodfield. I underftand, that the 
fnell of the land tortoife is harder, and 
takes a much finer poliil1, but that it is 
more rare; and the combs, tooth-picks, 
and other things, we generally ufe, are 
1:nade of the upper ihell of the amphi­
bious tortoife, or turtle.-Thefe fre­
quent the fandy beach of the fea in the 
\Veft . Indies, where they conceal their 
eggs; and thofe which efcape the vari­
ous animals that live upon them, are 
hatched by . the heat of the fun.-The 
eggs refemble a firing of little balls, 
covered with forne thing like leather; 
and the inftant the young turtles efcape 

from 
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from their confinement, they ufe their 
fins to run into the fea; where other 
enemies, as fifh and birds, wait to de­
vour them; f o that out of the great 
number of eggs, which fometimes 
amount to many hundreds, depofited by 
a fingle turtle, not one in ten attains 
the fize which renders them an object 
to an epicure. 

Henrietta. And haw are they caught, 
n1amma? 

Mrs. Woodfield. When they go on 
fhore to lay their eggs, the negroes, who 
know the places they frequent, go down 
to the fhore, and, intercepting their 
fli gh t to the fea, turn them, after which 
they have no power to ufe their fins, 
but remain a defencelefs prey, till the 
perfons have colletled as many as they 
can.-Another way of taking them, is 
by £hiking the1n with an inftrument 
call~d a harpoon, as they float on the 
water. The air · in thefe tropical re-. 

g1ons 
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gions is fo much clearer than in 
Europe, a·t ·1eaft fo much more fo than 
the air of England, that objects at a 
great diCT:ahce are ften more dif1:incrly 
than here; and the fame difference is 
obferved in regard to the fea-o~jeB.s 
are feen many fathom under water with 
a clearnefs, fuch as moft limpid ftre ams 
hardly allow us. 

Caroline. Yes, and· fo thofe Jharks­
are feen, of which one has heard fu<:h 
frightful ftories, particular.Jy one recited 
in a poem I was reading this morning. 

Mrs. Woodfield. You mean that of 
Bryan and Pereene, by a Doctor 
Grainger..-! t is not in -my_ mind an -
happy fubj ~cl: for a poem; 1t 1s too 
horrible and difgufiing. 

He.nrietta. What are ibarks ?· 
Mrs. Woodfield. Very large and fright­

ful fi.(h, which devour not only other 
fifh, but men.-They are moft frequent 
in the tropical feas, . but are fometimes 

feen , 
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feen in the Bay of Bifcay ; and fmall 
ones ha·1e been taken even in the 
Channel.-Thefe hideous monfi:ers fol .. 
low the fhips which we fend to Guinea 
to convey flaves to our colonies; for of 
thefe unhappy n1en,women, and children,. 
a great number die on their paffage, 
and are thrown into the fea. 

Caroline. ,, And what right have we to 

do this ? It is !hocking even to think 
of it. 

Mrs. Woodfield. To your young and 
generous nature it appears fo, as !t rpuft , 
indeed to every unadulterated mind­

but there are perfons who undertake 
to plead for it, on various grounds­

firfi:, on that of cufi:om; which is an 
argument that might equally be brought 

forward to fupport any abufe or wicked .. 
, nefs: then on necefficy; as if God had 

created one race of men, with necef­
fities which could not. be relieved but 
by the blood and tears of ano_ther.-

Then, 
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Then, it is faid, that rhs negroes are 
.happier, as f1aves to Europeans, than they 
are in their own country.- This remains 
to be pr0ved; and we can certainly never 
prove it.-1 have converfed with perfons 
who have been prefent at negro fales, 
and they have affured me, that fo far 
from feeling themfelves happier, thefe 
miferable victims of commercial avarice 
exhibit the moft affecting fymptoms of 
defpondence and anguiili. 

Henrietta. But, mamma, why are 
they black? 

Mrs. Woodfield. I can grve you no 
other reafon, than that it has pleafed 
God to make them fo; as it was his 
pleafure to make us whice.-Another 
race of men in North America are of a . 
copper colour; and the Afiatics, within 
certain degrees of the line, are of another 
fhade of ytllow. 

Caroline. Pedro, my coufin Riven/s 
fervant, whom he brought with him 
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THE LITTLE WEST INDIAN. 17 

from the Eafi: Indies, is an Afiatic, is 
he not? 

Mrs. Woodfield. Yes, you remember 
he is not black like M irnbah, nor fair 
like Englifh peop1e, but of a tawny 
complexion, with ftrait coarfe black hair; 
he came from Bengal: but in the northern 
pares of the Continent of Afia, which 
is a part of China, the Chinefe and 
Tartars become fair, yet u;ill with a par­
ticular caft of countenance. 

Elizabeth. But Hottentots are black. 
Mrs. Woodfield. Hottentots are Afri­

cans. ·1·he Cape of Good Hope is in 
Africa-and the natives diff~r little fron1 
the negroes we are accufl:orned to foe. 

Elizabeth. Some of the flowers I have 
feen in hot-hou[es, come from thefc 
pbces; that delicious Cape J afmin.e, 
and m :.ny othcrs.-How charming the 
coun_try muft be, where fuch lovely 
plants grow wild! 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Woodfield. vVe are apt to fancy 
fo, becaufe we cultivate thefe plants here 

with difficulty, and value the~ in pro;­

portion to the trouble they give us-buc 

the ~Iottentot, who perhaps paffes by 

them as frequen tly as we do by the 

blackberry _ and the briar, has no!, I 

believe, the reputation of loving per­

fumes, and undoubtedly, with the moft 

perfect indifference~ makes the little fire 

he has occafion for, with the wood of 

plants, which we purchafe here at a 

great expence, and hardly contr~ve to 

prrfrry~ i~ 2.. !~rigD:d ~iiftenc~ by th~ 

help of artificial heat. 

Henrietta. But we, mamma, who love 

plants, !hould have pleafure in feeing 

thofe, which we admire here in an im­

perfect ft~te, grow in the perfection 

which they have in their native climate. 

Mrs. w-oodfield. I am not fore cf 

that, Henrietta.-! have heard perfons 
who 

' 11n 

Eu 
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who have travelled in the South of 
Europe, and whofe turn of mind led 
them to fuch obfervations, fay, that 
coppices of n1yrtle, which are frequent 
there, are by no means beautiful, and that 
they felt no regret at feeing the peafants 
of the i\1editerranean I Oands carrying 
from thrfe myrtle fhades bundles of 
frnall faggots, fuch as we call ba vins in 
England, to light their fires~ The ideas 
we gather, while we are very young, 
from poetry or romance, which, like all 
other ideas acquired at an early period 
We reldom .. 1--;..,k ,...r ~ ..... ~(.\..:~-~:--~ ~r .. ,, .. 

11 llJllo.- -,,1 llJY\..,tL!OctllllO ell\.'-'•.;: 

wards, make us tdke it for granted, that: 
n1yrtle bowers and orange groves are 
extremely delightful ; whereas, by the 
natives· of countries where they are 
found, they are not valued more than 
we value our orchards, or our under~ 

wood of afb, oak, and hazle. 

Caroline. 
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Caroline. If then the African or 

A!iacic fee no particular charri1 in thefe 
fpicy flowers and rich fruirs., what 

attaches rhem fo much to their country, 

where they are liable to become the 

prey cf wild beafl:s, and where, from the 

accounts I have read, famine often re­

duces them to the necefficy of eating 

infects and other things, from which 
one's mind recoils with horror; whence 
arifes that attachment, which, it is faid, 
thefe favage nations feel, each to their 
own foil? 

,. .,. ... 7 11' 1 J T .f'. b b 1V1rs. r//ooaJJeta. J.L !eems to e ya 
wife difpenfation of Providence, that 
this love of our native C(}Untr y is im- 1 

planted in the human b reaft.-W ere it 
not fo, the moment a bttce r c]i mate and 

coun try \\'ere known, chafe who were 

the \ orfl: off, would come: in crouds and 

overrun the more fortunate countries, 

which would thtncc: be ever the prey of 
ilrengc h 
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THE LITTLE .WEST INDIAN. 2., 
ftrength and of neceffity-juft as the 
Danes and Norwegians once haraffed 
England with continuai incurfions, as 
foon they found that (barbarous an~ 
uncultivated as it then was) it was a 

better land than the n1ore northern 
regions, where their lot had fallen. 

Caroline. I have often thought, in 
reading the Hifrory of England, how 
ftrange it is, that the country> which 
is now fuperior at fea to all Europe, 
and fafe from the mofl: powerful armies 
that any other power can raife, !hould 

once have been the prey of fo inconfi­
derable a people as the Danes, and have 
been oblig~d even to accept kings from 
that petty nation . 

. l'vfrs. Woodfield. The fortunate c!1ange 
is the effect of civilization and of com­
merce, in which our infular ficuation, as 
well as the genius. of our people, gives 
us pa.rticular advantages. The preju­
dices of other European nations have 

operated 
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operated as checks co induftry and to 

the fpirit of trade. In France, formerly, 

and flill in Germany, Spain, and Italy, 

a noble family was degraded by any of 

its branches entering into c9mmerce _; 

aed, however rich an individual noc 

born noble, might have become by re­

fpec1:able indufrry, he was held down by 

the contemptuous pride of nobility, · who 

ftill refu(ed alliance with · him as a 

roturi_er* .-But, in England, we difdain 

thofe narrow prej mi ices, and perhaps 

go almofr into · the contrary extreme, by 

attaching too much veneration to the 

poffeffion of mere wealth. However, this 

capability of afpiring to become mem­

bers of the legiDature, and even to nobi­

li ty, which is given to our merchants 

and tradef men, is one great caufe of our 

commercial profper i ty and riches, and 

forms one among many othe r reafon s 

why an E nglifhman is, and ought to be 

• Roturier-Breaker of the ground. 
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THE LITTLE WEST INDIAN. 1j 

attached to his country.-With him it 
is not only natural, but acquired, by the 
reflections he is continually able to make 
on the advantages he enjoys; but with 
the ignorant and unlettered favage it 
feems to be in{hncL The Laplander, 
who, in his own miferable climate, Ii ves 
half the year in a fubterraneous cave, to 
fhelter himfelf from its rigour, and 
p3.ffes that period in darknefs as well as 
cold ; who fupports his fqualid frame 
by the fmoked flefh of re)o deer; drinks 
train oil; and whofe fummer travels are 
over defarts, which afford little elfe but 
a particular kind of leathery mofs ; this 
wretched being, to whom, in our opinion, 
nature fee ms to have behaved like a cruel 
fiep-mother, is yet fo unhappy in being 
removed from his inhofpitab1e country, 
that he fickens and pines to death amidH: 
the comforts and plenty of Engiand.­
T he . fame predilection acts on the 
Hottentot native of the Cape: there 

have 
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have been many inftances of thefe people 
having been taken when very young by 
the European fe_ttlers on their coaft, 
taught to read and write, and inftructed 
in fuch other ·arts as contribute to the 
comforts of life; yet, after all this pains 
beftowed upon them, they have feized 
the firft opportunity ·to efcape, and re- · 
turned to the fociety of their Hottentot 
relations.-It is this inCT:incJ: which 
makes pocr M imbah languifh for her 
yams and plantains, even in a country 
where fhe was a Dave. To us, who look 
upon thefe people as favages, it feems 

fhange; but without a more deep invef­
tigation, we may account for it by re­

colleEting how natural it is for the mind 
to look back with complacency on thofe 

fcenes where we firft became frnGble of 
our xiftence-where that exiftence was 
unclouded by the cares and folicitudes 
of our more advanced years; while the 
ope11ing world feemed to fmile .upon us, 
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THE LITTLE WEST INDIAN. 2.5 

and, if we were fenfible of farrow., it was 
only of that fort which produces 

" The tear forgot as foon as fhed." 

Such fcenes always recur to us with de­
light, and we often fancy that in return­
ing to them, we fhould again be happy. 
Alas! it is not always fo-Experienct: 
breaks this charm as well as manv 

~ 

others; I will one day or other relate to 
you forne paffages in the life of a perfor.. 
with whom I am well acquainted, that 
will, perhaps, put this truth in a very 
ihiking light. 

In the mean time, as little Ella has 
been the occafion of our carrying our 
converfation to fo many quarters of the 
world, I beg, that before we go for our 
morning's walk, you will .fird on the 
globe the different countries of which 
we have been fpeaking. And let us 
from this leifon reflect, that what we call 
happjnefs depends, afcer all, lefs on local . 

VOL, I, c1rcum-
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drcumftances than on the habits of our 
minds. 

" For where to find the ha ppieft fpot below 
" Who can direct, when all pretend to know? 
" The lhuddering tenant of the frigid zone 
" Bolc.lly proclaims the happiefi: fpot his own­
H Extols the treafures of his ftormy feas, 
" And his long night of revelry and eafe. ­
,, The r:akert Indian p3nting at the line, 
" Boafts of his golden fands and palmy wine; 
cc Bafks in the gl are, or fl:ems the tepid wave, 
" A nd thank s the gods for all the g ood they gave; 
" Such is th e patriot's boa(t: whert'er we roam, 
H Hjs firft beft country ev~r is at home." 
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D I l\ L O G U E II. 

FLORA MACCARRYL. 

MRS. \ VoonFIELD. I promifed, my 
dear girls, a few days fince, to tell 

you what it ,vas that made me uneafy 
- I will now keep my word: but it 
was not ti ll this morning that a letter 
by the poft fo fa r appeafed my anxiety, 
that I could ven ture to conun unicace to 
you the fubje cl: of my pain, wichouc 

. communicating alfo a portion of the 
pain itfelf. 

Y-ou recolleB: that, towards the end of 
the winter, bufinefs carried me and your 
uncle Cecil for a few days to London. 
I was one morning fi tting in the 
parlour, at the houre of my friend l\1rs. 
Berld.ey, hav ing fome letters to write 
which prevented my going out with 

8 2 her, 
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her, when I he_ard a fingle rap at the 
door, given with a timidity which maqe 
me believe it was fome humble folicitor · 

✓,, for charity. Mrs. Berkley, whofe purfe 
is ever open to the plea of difl:refs, has, 
of courfe, many of thefe petitioners, and 
having but little titne for difcrimination, 
fhe is fometimes miftaken in the objects 
of her bounty. I have on other occa­
fions remarked, that her fervants, and 
particularly an old butler \\lho has lived 
above thirty years in the family, are not 
unfreguently rude and infulting to thefe 
candidates· for the bounty of their mif­
trefs; not only, perhaps, becaufe they 
give them trouble, but becaufe they 

I 

intercept part of that generofity which 
would otherwife be _ enjoyed exclufi vely 
by themfelves. 

As I make it a rule never to interfere 
with the domeftic arrangements of my 
-friends, I forebore to remark to Mrs. 
Berkley what I had obferved; though, as 
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I went to London merely on bufinefs, 
and was often at the houfe of my friend 
alone, when fue was engaged abroad, 
I had feen inftances of this unfeeling 
conduct in feveral of her fervancs, pac­
ticularly this maicre d'hotel, which 
occafioned me to attend with earneftnefs 
to the following dialogue ; after a very 
humble rap at the door, and a furly 
inquiry from the porter as to what the 
perfon wanted, who appeared at it, and 
who aiked if Mrs. Berkley was at 
home-

Porter. No, ihe is not· at home. 
Young !Voman. Pray, Sir, do not fhut 

the door, but be fo humane as to tell n1e 
when I can fpeak. to her? 

Porter. Not to-day, mifi:refs; for fhe 
won'c be at home till five o'clock-and 
{he won't fee nobody of an afternoon. 

Young Woman (with a deep figh ). 
Pray, Sir, give me leave to afl< if there is• 

CJ tlOt 
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not a gentlewoman within that I could 
fpeak to? 

Porter. No, my pretty dear; the gen­
tlewoman is gone to market, and won't 

be within there two hours. 
Young Woman. A gentleman, perhaps, 

who fpoke to ~e the lafi: time I called: 

a Mr. H'ggs-
1~hePorter now, iaughingaloud, called 

to I-liggs, who coming up, I heard the 
other tell him there was a pretty girl 
waiting for him in the hall_. 

I 

His anf wer was not articulate, but 
when he fpoke to the poor petitioner, 
I foon heard enough of his rude and . 
1-..JJutal manner of creating her, to induce 
me to interfere, She was g oing fron1 

the door in tears, when I haft:ily 
followed her, and, without attending to 

the account by which Higgs would 
J1ave clirecl-ed my inquiry, I d~(ired her 
to accompany me into the parlour. 
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The poor girl trembled fo much that 
fhe could hardly ftand; and her tears 
feemed to be checked by fear and 
agitation. I enquired whether I could 
not act for Mrs. Berkley in her able nee,. 
and how I could render her fervice r 

She anf we red, with great mode fry, that 
Mrs. Berkley had been repeatedly very 
good to her, and had been pleafed to 
promife that fhe would ftill befriend 
her in the difpofal of fome trifles of her 
own work, by making which fhe endea-
voured to fup,porc her brothers and an 

l 

infant ftfter; " for we are, madam," faid 
!he, " a family of orphans." 

Tears, which 01e had reftrained while 
I talked to her, now fheameJ from her 
eyes; I bade her he con forted, wi :h the 
affurance, that not only Mrs. Berkley 
would befriend her, but that I alfo, 
though my power was lefs, fho1.1ld have 
great fdtisfacl:ion in affifting the fuccefs 
of l1er vinuous indu{hy for fo pious a 

c 4 purpofe. 

, 
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. purpofe: The poor young girl feemed "­
greatly re-affured by what I faid, and 
attempted to regain compofure enough 
to relace to me the particulars I required 
of her, but fhe failed; and it was only 

by repeated queftions that I learned all 
the circumftances 9f her melancholy 
hiftory. 

Iler 'father was a lieutenant in an 
Highland rrgimenr, and at the com­
mencement of the war had quitted the 
11umble retirement in which he manageq 
to exifl: on his half-pay; and being foon 
after fent abroad, had been wounded; 
not fo feverely as to difable him from 
fervice, but f c as to oblige him to 
return home. A fever feized him in 
London; and, being at a good difl:ance 

- from his native country, from his wife 
and children, his fpirits were fo much 

depreffed, that he funk into a fort of 
torpid melancholy, and the military fur ... 
geon who attended him declared, that 
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he n1uft either go to his native country, 
or ri{k dying by the moft lingering and 
cruel of all di item pers. The ftate of his 
health, and of his fin:rnces, equally dif­
a bled him from undertaking fuch a 
journey. He knew it was altogether as 
much impoffible for his wife and chi.ldreni 
to come to him, and therefore he con­
cealed from them the tr,uth, and deter­
mined to die in frlence. 

A S€otch foldier, however, who, with 
1Detter fortune than his officer, had found 
an afylum in Chelfea Hofpital, con­
trived to find him, out,. and as poor 
Maccarryl had been greatly beloved in 
the regiment, this horieft veteran was­
ftruck with horror at feeing him re­
duced co fuch a condition; not having 
the power to affifl: him himfelf,. the only 
expedient he could think of was, to, write 
into Scotland,. to inform fome of his 
own friends of Lieutenant Maccarryl's, 
fituaiion, and defiring they would in--

c 5 form. 
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form his wife how ill he was-. The poor 

woman, with Flora, who was the eldeft 

of her children, two little boys and a 

girl of five years old, fet out imme­

di~tely on their long and melancholy 

journey : with the utmofi: difficulty they 

reached th_e end of i.t, where they found 

the unhappy hu!barid and father in a 

]anguiCning and almoft hopelefs illnefs; 

his pay was already mortgaged to the 

agent; his family had difpofed of every 

thing to procure the means of reaching 

him from fo great a di(bnce; and being 

now in a place where every necdfary of 

life is fo dear, with a fi.mily of fix per­

fons and che chief fupport of it fuffering 

under a cruel illnefs, a more deplorable 

fituation could hardly be imagined~ 

Two of Lieutenant ·M c:1 ccarryl's mi-

litary friends, who, notwithftanding his 

~ndtavours to fufftr filently, difcovered 

his wretched circumftances, exerted 

themfelves to the utmoft of their power 
on 
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en his behalf, and the dil:trefs of the 
family was for a while mitigated. But 
the illnefs of M accarryl had made too 
great a progrefs ; the ad vice he had 
obtained came too late, and, within fix 
weeks after the arrival of his fomi·ly, he 
died. 

His two friends were by this time re 0
• 

tt1ned to the feat of war; fo that the· 
helplefs widow was among {hangers, at 
a great diftance from her home and· 
country, unufed to every kind of bufi­
nefs, and ignorant how to proceed even 
in obtaining the f mall ptnfion allotted 
for the widows of officers. This how­
ever was obtained, but how were they' 
to live till the firfl quarter was payable? 
Mrs. Maccarry l, though d1fpoftd to1 

every exertion, knew nothing of thofe 
arts by which in a great city a Jiving may 
be obtained. The daughtt"r of a foldi er, . 
{he had pa11ed her youth in going with• 
her parents fronJ one place to anothe11 ;, 

c 6, and, 
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and in fuch an itinerant courfe little can 
be acquirtd beyond reading and writ­
ing. It might however have been ex­
pected that., from her early experience of 
a life attended with difficulty, ·ihe would 
have ]earned firmnefs of mind., to con­
tend with it now. But unhappily the 

reverfe was the cafe; Mrs-.-Maccarryl 

was as helplefs, and as much difpirited 
by her prefent calamity, as if !he had 
be'en always accufromed to eafe and 
profperity. Her health fuffered from 
the fad ftate of her mind, and Flora faw 
her declining every day without having 

' .rny means to help her, or knowing one 
friend in London to whom fhe could 

apply for ad vice or affi{bnce. 

In this exigence., and with the care of 
he'r two brothers and her infant fifter 
greatly depending on her, poor Flora 
found that !he mufl: either exert herfdf, 
or fee her mother and thefe poor little 
ones expofrd to the fevereft inconve-. . 

menc1es. 
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niencies. In walking about London fhe 
obferved the artific1al flowers that are 
expofed at the fhop windows for fale, 
and fhe fancied !he could make them .. 
But fh1e had neither inftruEtion nor ma­
terials. A very few of thefe laft fhe 
purchafed with all the money fhe could 
raife by the fale of a ring given her by 
her godmother in Scotland. The want 
of the former her own ingenuity fup­
plied ; and fupplied fo well, that fhe fold 
her firft little bouquet at a warehoufe in 
Oxford-ftreet for feven fhiHings. In­
ftead however of applying her gains to ­
any prefent purpofe, fhe laid out half 
in buying fome faded flowers at the 
fame fhop, with a defign to take them 
to pieces as a leffon, both as to their 
make and the articles of which they 
were compofed ; and with the other half 
of the money fhe purchafed materials­
for the ftoc.::k in trade. 

I-Ier 



Her mother, now difcovering that !he 
~ould be of fome ufe, tried to learn the 
a-rt alfo, and, by continual practice, they 
acquired fuch facility and nearnefs that 
their work began to repay them·. The 
firft payment of the li ttle ptnGon be~ 
came due, and the unfortunate mother 
looked round upn-n her children with an 
heart Jefs def ponding. 

But to rhofe who labou-r only to live~ 
and Ii ve but while they can labour, 
ficknefs i's doubly calamitous. It was 
now the middle of fummer. The boys, 
one of nine, the other of [even years old~ 
went to a chea p day -fchool near the 
f mall lodging they inhabited in one of 
the· new ftreets near T ottenham-court­
road; here they caught the mea£1es, 
and befc1re they recovered, ic was com:.. 
1nunicated not on ly to their little fifler, 
bur to poor Flora, and, wha t was ftill 
more alarming, to their mother. 

The 
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The childrrn recovered very fiowly, 
but this cruel difeafe had entirely put a 

-frop to Flora's manufacture; who, ill 
and enfeebled as ihe was, had been the 

principal nurfe to· the whole family; 
but fatigue and the· difternper toge1her 
had nearly overcom~ the firength of her 
mind and of her frame : of herfelf how .. 
Ctver fhe had not much time to· think, 
whatever f11e might [uffer, for her mo­
ther became alarmingly iB ;. the re­

mains of the diforder fbe had ftruggled 
through, hung about her, and it was 

foon too evident that it had fixed upon 
< 

hc: r lungs. The apothecary who at-
tended her declared,. that il1e had no 
chance of recovering unlefs fhe imme­
diately remo;7ed into t-he G9unrry. Flor.a 
ftru ggled very hard to- obtain. this. 
The people who. had now for, forne ti-me 
been in habits of purchafing artificial 
flo~ers of her, had difcernment enough 
to fee the merit of f o much fortitude 

and 
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and induftry in fo young a woman; and·, 
though to beftow pecuniary affiftance is 
a thing feldom or never thought of by 
perfons in fuch a line of life, however 
affiuent they may happen to be, the 
mafter of the fhop undertook to make 
their cafe known to a woman of great 
fortune in the neighbourhood,. who was 
pleafed to have it known chat ihe gave· 
away great fums in cha-rity to indivi­
duals as well as to public infticucions .. 
This lady took up the caufe of Mrs. 
Maccarryl and her family with fo much 
zeal,, chat the heart of Flora over­
.flowed wich gratitude; the motl~er and 
the children were removed to neat lodg.­
ings at Chelfea,, a,nd the lady came her._ 
felf to fee her, left five guineas, and 
deli.red to hear o€cafionally how ihe 
went on, for which purpofe Flora had 
a direction to tihe country-houf~ about' 
feventy miles from Lon9on, whither. 
their benefachefa had retired. 
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But neither change of air, nor any 

other remedy, could conquer the fatal 

difeafe which had fixed itfelf on Mrs. 

Macc21rryl; it gained upon her with 

1nore and more rapidity, till about two 

1nonths after her removal fhe alfo died, 

a few days before her penfion became 

due; and Flora found herfelf and the 

orphan children without any dependence 

but on the bounty of her new friend; 

for during the latter part of her mo­

ther's illnefs, her manufacture was ne .. 

ceffarily fufpended. 
Imagine, my children, what muft have 

been the fituation of this poor unfor­

tunate girl. Half dead with grief, -and 

worn down with fatigue, fhe hung 

over the remains of her dead parent, 

for whom fhe knew not where to find 

the means of performing the laft fad 

offices; and, , in an agony little fhort of 

defpa_ir, looked round on the three def­

ticute children, for whofe wants, even of 
the 
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the paffing day, fi?e knew not how to 
provide. 

In this extreme difi:refs, fhe wrote 
to the lady to whofe bounty lhe had 
already been obliged ; and flattered 
herfelf fhe would receive from her fame 
alleviation of th is inf.upporcable .fitua­
ation; _but time paffed, and no anf wer 
came to her petition. I wiil not re.late 
at length a feries of horrors which 
could not fail to give you all too much 
pain. Fl-ora fa w her laft pareBt 1 

con­
figned to a pariih gra:ve, aFJd wi-rh hei 
lielplefs brothers and firrers around her, 
felt the want of the neceJfaries of life; ir1 
vain ihe applied at the ~arehoufe where 
lhe had formerly been kr-10wH, and 
whence fhe ha·d been recommended to 
Jhe favour of M rs. N - .. The mafler 
was gone on a long tour among his 
cuflomers, the mifhefs to• Margate for 
her health. and the fhopman, who was 
left in charge of their affairs,. had not a 

fingl~ 

iin 

va 

he 

na 

be 

m 

na 

don 

fola 

roo 

a1 

foe 

her 

airt 

to 



FLORA MACCARRYL . 43 

fingle idea that did not relate to the 

value of pounds, i11illings, and pence; 

he hardly liftened therefore to the un­

happy girl 1 but treated her as a common 

beggar, and bade her trouble him no 

n1ore. 
The woman of the houfe where they 

had lodged, thought f'ne had already 

done too much in permitting thefe de­

folate orphans to fray fo long under her 

roof, and being now afraid of getting, 

as fhe exprelfed herfelf, " into trouble,'' 

fhe talked of compelling ·chem to leave 

her houfe. Flora, amjdft all chis penury, 

di(hefs, and anguifh, had again recourfe 

to her little rnanufaB:ure-, and fhe was 

going with what fl1e had thus found 

courage to make to difpofe of ~hem at 

the ufual place, when {he paired the 

coach of Mrs. Berklc-y, jufl: as fhe was 

fte pping into it; and from a fudden 

impulfe, which has Gnce appeared to 

ber moft providential, ihe ventured to 
approach 
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approach and filently offer the flowers 
fhe had in a little box to the inf pecl:ion 
of 1ny friend; who, firuck with their 
fuperiority to thofe wares that are ·ufually 
fold in the 11:reets, was induced to notice 
the unfortunate vender of them. The 
relief thus obtained refcued Flora from 

, the defpair into which lhe was falling, but 
Mrs. Berkley, who lives in a continual 
round of company, does not allow her­
felf fo much titne to exercife her own 
judgment as f~ certainly ought to do; 
and, -1eaving the difpofal of the money 
.fhe gives away in charity too much to her 
upper fer~ants, I fear her benevolence 
is often intercepted and often mifap­
plied. Flora, however, had found an­
other friend or two who oc.c-afionally 
affifl:ed her, and among whom a little 
f ubfcription was fet on foot, to fend her­
and the innocent companions of her 
misfortunes back into Scotland, where 
they were affured of an afylum among 
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the relations of their parents. At this 
period it was that chance threw her in 
n1y way. It is unneceffary to relate 
what l did effeB:ually to affift her; my 
late uneafinefs was occafioned by the 
apprehenfions I had, that I had not 
fucceeded altogether fo well as I hoped 
for ; but I have now the fatisfaction of 
knowing, that the orphan family are all 
fettled among their friends, and Flora, 
for whom I was particularly interefted, 
received by a lady, whofe well-regulated 
benevolence leaves me nothing more to 
wifh for on her account. 

This little melancholy narrative has, 
I fear, nothing uncommon in it. I have 
related it lefs becaufe it contains any 
thing extraordinary, than becaufe it gives 
n1e occafion to make fome remarks that 
may be ufeful to you. 

The aB:ive induftry of this unfortu­
nate ·girl, which was probably the means 
of faving her family from famine, is a 

proof, 
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proof, that there is hardly any fituation 
in which our own exertions n1ay not be 
ufed with fome effect, and that · we 
ought never to abandon ourfelves to 
def pair .. 

It was not merely, that by this at-­
tempt fhe procured fo me alleviation 
to the difheffes of he r family; the ad­
vantage fl1e obtained went much far­
ther. Her ingenuity recommended her 
to the notice of ,thofe, who at length 
effeftuallv affifrecl her, but who would , 

no t have known her calamities but for 
this proof how well !he bore tpem ; and 
here I mufi: add, that in my inguir it s 
into Flora 's fad hifl:ory, I fa w much 
caufe to lame nt that thofe, who have 
the power and the inclination to befriend 
the un happy, too frtquently conten t 

themfelves with affording fome pecu-• 
niary affifi:ance, and then are fa tisfied 
that they have done thtir duty : but how 
many cafes are there, whe re good may 
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be done in other ways than by merely 
giving money? To counfel the ignorant, 
to point out proper fources of induftry, 
to protect the defolate orphan, and con­
fole the wretched widow, requires indeed 
time and patience, which the rich and 
the fortunate, who live in the unceafing 
purf uit of pleafure and diffiparion, are 
frJdom difpofed to give: buc fuch acts 
of humanity are in every body's power, 
and may be executed by thofe who have, 
and by thofe who have not the means 
of adding to them relief in n1oney. 
This it is to be, indeed, " eyes to the 
" blind, and feet to the Jame." 

Elizabeth. I am glad, my dear 
mamma, that we did not know any thing 
of poor Flora's hifl:ory till her diftreffes 
were over ; it would have 1nade us 
likewife unhappy. 

Mrs. fVoodjield. You would not 
therefqre have fhrunk from it, 1 hope ? 

Elizabeth. 
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Elizabeth. I hope not, 1nam1na, if 

I could have done any good. 

Mrs. Woodfield. I am fure you would 

not; but as you could not at this dif­

tance have been of ufe fo the poor girl, 

I did not before mention her ftory. 

Elizabeth. Was Mifs Berkley active 

about it? 
Mrs. Woodfield. Mifs Berkley, the 

only child of very affiuent parents, and 
, 

educated in a ftyle equal to the rank 

fhe is probably deftined to fill in fociety, 

is coo far removed from the poffibility, 

as it now feems, of ever feeling any 

kind of pecuniary difrrefs to make it 

eafy for her to enter into the feelings 

atte~dant on the fituation o·f this defo­

late girl ; yet habitually, and as fhe has 

been -taught, :fhe willingly gives her 

money> but would think it a. ftrange 

thing were :fhe to be afked to take any 

trouble for the objects of her charity: 
perhaps 
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perhaps it is only by adverGcy that we 
are taught truly to feel for others. You 
recollect chafe beaucifrll lines of Gray ; . 
in that exquifite ode where he fuppofes 
Virtue to have been educated in that hard 
fchool, he fays, 
'' Stern rngged nurfe ! thy rigid lore 
" With patience many a year {he bore; 
" \iVhat Corrow was, thou lnd'{l her !~now, 
" Ant.I from he.r own the lt:arn 'd to melt at other's woe." 

But thofe who are born in the lap of 
affiuence and nurfed by unvarying pro­
fperity, particularly, I chink, thofe young 
women who, like Mifs Berkley, are the 
only children of their parents, are fo 
little ufed to fubmi t even to thofe petty 
vexations and difappointments which 
other girls unavoidably meet with, that 
how people feel whofe whole life is a 
feries of -farrows and of fufferings can 
never occur to them. It was obfervation 
on the ufually felfifl1 character of thefe 
fpoiled minions of fortune, that extorted 

V OL. I. D from 

.. 
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from Dr. J ohnfon a farcarm on heir­

effes, when he faid, " whenever I fee 

an efcutcheon of pretence on a coach, 

I am_ fore m1fery is found within it." 

.,, I think, however, that this, like all other 

general reflections, are wrong ; and I 

know infrances of hearts whom no afflu-

ence could fpoil. 
0 n the other hand, one cannot fail 

remarking, as in the cafe of Mrs. N-, 

that there are perfons who do good lefs 

for its own fake than to have their bene­

ficence 'talked of. I have fince heard 

that this lady is more delighted with the 

praife {he acquires than with that in­

ternal fatisfaccion which arifes from 

the confcioufnefs of doing good. She 

rather feeks, therefore., variety of objects 

thah follows with fyilematic kindnefs her 

benevolence towards a few. This is' an 

error which the truly generous and cha-

ritable will a void. 
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D I A LO G U E IIL 

WONDERS. 

A FR'rEND of Mrs. Woodneid's was 
ordered to the fea at a very early 

period of the fpring, and lhe was 
induced to vifit her for a few days, 
accompanied by her two d~ughters and 
Ella Sedlev. 

J 

Every object now bore a diff.crent 
appearance from that which had ftruck. 
their obferv:ition the preceding autumn; 
the foft !bowers of April fell on the 
blue and unruffled bofom of the expanfe 
of water, and the fifhers fear1efs1y em­
pio;esl themfelves in procuring from the 
tranquil element that variety of fiD1, 
which I advance with fummer into the 
northern feas. 

D 2 · A flender 
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' A fiender vegetation begaa to clothe 

the rocks, except thofe that prefented a 

rugged face of perpendicular chalk, in 

the excavations of which innumerable 

fea-birds were rearing their young. In 

one of their morning walks, little Ella, 

gambolling before them, returned with 

an handful of coarfe !hells which fhe 

had picked up, and defired Henrietta 

to keep them for her, and when they 

returned home, that fl1e wouid put them 

among fame others, which had been 

brought from the Weft Indies. 

Henrietta. Oh ! thefe are not worth 

'faving, my dear Ella ; I never faw any 

very .pretty fhells at this place ; and 

mamma fays, there are none on the 

coaft. 
M rs. Woodfield. None that are ever 

co1leEted by the vircuofi in thefe things, 

and few, if .any, that are even fit for 

th-e fomething that is called grotto­

work, with which falfe tafte has fame-. 
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times dreffed up garden ftats or alcoves. 
The beautiful i11ells which you fee in 
collections, and of which Ella has a fev-.., 
come from the Ea_fl: and Weft Indies, 
.~nd they have all names, though I do 
not at prefent remember them, by 
which the collectors of fuch things know 
how to appreciate their value. I think 
I have heard that there is a !hell of which 
only two f pecimens are known in the 
world, and for one of thefe,. I know not 
how many thoufand pounds were given. 

Elizabeth. What can give to fuch 
things fo much value ? 

A1rs. Woodfield. That fort of caprice 
which gives an imaginary value to fo 
many other things, even lefs pleafing 
than thefe beautiful productions of 
nature; fuch as antique coins or old 
n1anufcripts, which can tell us nothing 
we do not know already, and have no 
ocher merit than their fcarcenefs or an-

. . 
t1 qmcy. 

DJ Henrietta. 
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Henrietta. But {bells, mam.ma, are 

extremely pretty. I faw fome at the 
Mufrum that feemed to be made of 
green ·and gold enamel. 

Mrs. Woodfield. You did fo; and of 
· an enamel infinitely finer than any human 
. arcift can produce ; there are others 

marked in- various colours with a regu~ ....., 

. larity, delicacy, and foftnefs that painr­
-.ing ·can hardly imitate, and they are 

· n1ore beautifully poliihed than the fine fl: 
porcelaine. 

Henrietta. Why then, mamma, do 
you frem to condemn thofe who have 
a tafte for colleB:ing ?' 

Mrs. Woodfield. I ccndemn every one 
who fuffers any tafre of this fort to 
inj ure their fortune, or who makes a 

feri.ous purfuic of what ou;5ht, nt bdt, to 
be bwt an occafion::d amulement. To 

ccntemplare fuch objetls as the rnii~ute 
works of nature, and to admire the 
ikill of the Di.vine Artift, which is as 

equally 
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equally !hewn in the freckl~s of a po­
lii11ed fhell as in the greater!; and rnoit 

i1:upendous of his works, is the true end 
of our obfervation on foch things, not 
the falfe pride of poifeiling chem be­
cat1fe they ue rare. A thi:iking mind, 
on furvey ing one of thefe litde con • 
vdved palaces li ned with pearl, is car­
ried forward to reflections en the habits 
of the [mall half-anim:i~ed creatu re for 

whole reGdencc it was fit ted : l fay 
half-an imated, becaufe tefbceous fillies 
hnve little more perception than vege­
tables, and fee m to form the link be­
t vu:en the animal and vegetable world~ 

There is a ftationary, half-exifring_ 
fuhftance adhering to rocks and flones, 

which has been called the animal Hower. 
In a cavern in the lDand of Bdrbadoes 

there are fome of rhefe of fi ngular 
beauty, and they are probably to be 
found_ in other parts of South America. 
Thefe are, I fuppofe, of the fame 

O 4 nJ.ture 
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nature as what we here call the Polypus 
or Sea-anemone, and of which you may 

rfind fame of various fizes and colours 
among the fea-weeds that grow in the 
excavations of rocks, covered at high 
water by the tide ; they bear no very 
8ifl:ant refc:mblance to an anemone, and 
what looks like the fringed petals of that 
flower are the feelers, or -arms, which 
this fifh, having no power to move 
from the rock, to which it is attached, 
unfolds to gather its prey. 

Elizabeth. But what prey can be 
taken by fuch little feeble fibres refem­
_bling the fmall leaves of a flower ? 

Mrs. !Food.field. Infinitely minute in­
fects which float in the falc water, and 
probably are fo fmall as to elude the 
examination of the microfcope. On 
thek too, it is probable, the f mall ,{hell­
fi[h fubfifr, whofe habitations have been 

the fubjec1s of our admiration. Thefe 
beautiful !hells, the lu{he of which 
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mocks the moft elaborate effbrts of art, 
are formed by the exuding of the 
bodies of the fifh within them ; this you 
may comprehend by remarking that, 
under the hard armo11r of the lobfter, 
there is a mottled ikin very nearly re­
fembling it; which by degrees hardens 
into a new fhelJ.. It is the fame with 
thefe fhel.l-fifh, whofe deferced houfes 
ornament the cabinet of the virtuofo. 

Elizabeth. I have often imagined to 
mylclf what fhange and curious things 
there rnufl be collected at the bottorn 
of the fea. 

M rs. Woodfield. Shakefpeare,, ·you 
know, cells us fo in one of Aeriel's fongs> 
as well as in that horrible but we 11-
wrought defcription of drowning which· 
he gives to the unfortunate Clarence in 
Richard' the Third. 

Elizabeth. I think, rnamma, that 
wer~ I to write a fairy tale, in whic h all 

D 5 .n1ano,r 
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manner of improbable fancies might be 

put, I would make the fcene of ic <1t 

the bottom of the fea, and defcribe a 

palace built of coral and agate, and 

wainfcotted with bery I, mother pearl, 

and tortoife-ihell. 
Mrs .. vt,'-oodfield. Very prettily fitted 

up indeed! But what is a palace without 

a garden ? and would not your fancy be 

diCtref.t to imagine bowers and {hrub-
...., , 

beries and arbors compofed of thole 

iil-coloured, trailing, marine vegetables, 

which are thrown upon the fi1ore in 

heaps afcer a fucceffion of ftormy wea-

ther? 
Elizabeth. They are not very pretty, 

certainly. I believe I muCT: keep to 

the pearls, amber, and coral furniture 

within ; yet many of the [ea-weeds are 

not ugly, and you have told me that 

there are fome among them which are 
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1 

· jtfrs. Woadfield. Vv- ell ! after having 
raified your coral pavilion, _and fur­
rou 'nded it with 

" Tihe !h : l I-work garden and the fea fan bowers," 

how would you people it ? You rnuft 
call for the Nereids and Syrens of 
the pc'lets, Gnce, I fear, the real inha­
bitants of the fea are very unfit for fo 
elegant: a rnanGon, unltfs we give cre­
dit to the venerable chronicler Sir 
Richard Baker, who, in the furnmary· 
account of ftrange events, relates very 
grave ]y, that once in the reign of 
Richard the Second, and again in that 
of Edward the Fourch, certain creatures . 
refembling men were takeo in nets by:· 
the fifhermen ; one of thefe, he fays,, 
lived many months with his captors, 
feeding on fifi1, " but Jpake ne7,•er a· 
'Wo't·d ;" and both, I thin ( , cook the ear-­
lieft opportunity of gliding away to thtit 
nati v.e- element. 

I 
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. l-fenrietta. But there are no fi.1ch 
things, mamma ? there never were f uch 
things ? 

Mrs. W fJodfield. I believe there. never 
were ; yet that foch phenomena have 
been feen has been pofitive]y afferted, 

' and by perfon s__,_ who probably beli.cved it 
themfelves~ Not ·many years ago a 
fiiherman, going ro take ·up the pots in 
which prawns and lobfl:ers are caught, 
among fome low rocks that are fcattered 
along the fhore near a_ village called 
Bagnor on the roaft of Suffex, retreated 
from them in extreme terror 1 and made 
the befl: of his way back to his comrades; 
.declaring, with fear and afl:onifhment, 
that he had feen a mer-man, which, 
.fitting on the rocks, looked fieadily 
·Upon him till he came near enough to 
difcern what it was, and then plunged 
into the water. The man, upon being 
repeatedly queftioned, perfifl:ed in the 
'fame ~ory, and as no poffible reafon 
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could be given for his telling a falfe­
hood, the more enlightened of his ...... 
hearers concluded, that what he had 
feen was a fral or fea-calf. The feal is 
an amphibious animal; they live among 
rocks on the margin of the fea, and 
there are many on the coafts of Corn­
wall; they are the fame f pecies of crea­
ture, but not fo large> as the fea-lions, of 
which you remember a print in Lord 
Anfon's Voyage. Our circumnavigators 
f.nv vaft flocks of them on their feveral 
voyages ; ~nd they were killed by the 
failors for the fake of the oil, of which 
almoft their whole unweildy bodies are 
compofed. From the engraved repre­
ftntation of thefe animals I can eauly fup.­
pofe, that when raifed upon its fore feet, 
and half concealed by the rugged projec­
tions of the rocks.1 fear and ignorance, 
combined with uncertainty, might eafily 
convert one of them into a mer-man, or 
fome· furpriGng creature inhabiting the 

mrghty 
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mighty waters. Thefe feals are very­

ugly, mis-fnapen animals; they are de­

fcribed as affembling in great numbers, 

and w~llowing in the fe~ oufe and among 

the · w~eds on the fhore, with hideous 

how}in.gs and g run ti ngs. Such, my 

Eliz:ibtth, are by no_ means fit for your 

fairy, fub-nurine palace, and in this, as 

in many other things, we are almoft 

unwilling to give up the p1ea{dnt fables, 

wi:h which our imagination has beea 

(enchanted and amuftd, fo r fad realit y. 

Th us the world, when vre fir fl enter it, 

feems to be peopled with fuch beings as 

we have read of in books of amufen1-ent, 

which are often more calcula~ed to mif­

lead the fancy than to correct it; we 

build palaces of agate and jaf per, and 

peo ple them with the mofl amiable 

bei ngs ; but a little experience fome­

times convinces us, how uniik.t its real 

i-nhab,tants are to thefe creatures of the 
. . . 
1.magrnan.011._ 
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Elizabeth. Oh ! my dear rnamrna, 

you lpoil my fairy palaces, both on 

land and in the fea ; I fomeci mes think 

I had rather rec1d fictitious tales, though 
I know them not to have even a refem­

blance of truth, than hifl:ory, which is 

norhing in general but a melancholy 

account of the crimes fome ~ icked men 

have bet n guilty ofJ to deftroy ocher 
men not ltfs wicked t~1an themfelves . 

]vfrs . Woodfield. And yec you mufl: 

recollecl, that in fiories, whether thofe 

in which the imagination of the author 
overleaps the bounds of narure and 
common fcnfe, or thofe which are called 
ron1ancts, and novels, (which are meant 

to reprefent beings like ourfelves, and 

the probable incidents of human life,) 

there are always forne wicked people, 

who, by th warti!,}g and perfecuring the 

favourite characters, form the 1fhefs of 

the piece. Thus in fairy tales you have 

an oger or a genie, who parts your fair 
princefa 
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princefs from her gallant lover, and in 
the 1hape of a griffin or a dragon makes 
propofa1s for him felf, and !huts the un­
fortunate damfel up in a tower of brafs 
or of adanJant. In novtls, this m1C­
ch1ef- working c_haracter is f.upplied by 
an uncle ~r a gu-ard~,an, fomerimes by a 
father or a mother, or by a powerful. 
rival, who, with little more probaoility 
than if a griffin or a mer-man was 1n­

troduced, carries away the lucklef~ 
beauty to an inacceffible., and perhaps 
an haunted ca(Ue. 

Elizabeth • . And yet, mamrna, it is 
not always the moft improbable of ~hefc 
fort of hifl:ories that amufe the leaft. 

Mrs .. Woodfield~ Certainly not; the 
draµ1as of Shakefpeare, whi-ch reprcfenc 

fairies and fupernatural agents, fuch as 
Aeriel and his cornpani·ons, are by no 
means the leaft entertaining of his afto­
nif11ing productions. If I could be 
amufed with the book caH-ed the Arabian 

N i.gh.ts.'.), 
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Nights, it would be with thofe parts of 
ic that are the moft wild and impro­
bable. Part of the plyifure we feel from 
thefe fictions arifes from our love of the 
marvellous, and part from the agreeable 
recollection of the fiories we ufed co 
liften to in the happy days of our 
childhood. You, Elizabeth, have been 
rather taught to fee every object around 
you as it really is, than to be either 
plea_fed or frightened by the fables 
which, when I was in the nur(ery, were 
admitted there. I have often remem­
bered, as I have fince paffed a clear 
ftream that croffes the road not far from 
the houfe where I lived in 1ny infancy, . , 
th:1t when I was four or five years old, 
I was taught to look there for lil ver 
horfe-fhoes, which my nurfery-maid 
told me were dropped by the elfin 
cavaliers in their hafty paffage over the 
brook.. Round a very old thorn 

. 1n a neighbouring park, was a fpiral 
line, 
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line, which I ,know now to be the effn~t 
of lightning, but which I was then taught 

to believe was the mark left by the 

magic girdle of a fairy, who had tied to 

that tree a certain countefs, the inhabit• 

ant of the great houfe in the park, who 

had on forne occafion offended her. 
-· . 

" The te!h:r'd fl ipper, and tht' circl ecJ green,'' 

are now no longer the found :uion of our 

children's books. Tlv~ moonlight revels 

~J th e trains of Oberon and Titania . ~re 
heard of no 111ore ; they are gone with 

all their ple: fi ng rrain of images, as 

we Jl as th~ fpeEt rt s that rattled their 

chains through almoft every old manfion­

houfe, and the· figns and tokens with 

which weak minds anticipated or rn­
creafed the too certain evils of life. 

But I know not bow, Elizabeth, we 

have wandered from coral alcoves and 

arbors of :!bell-work co legends of gob­

lins and fairies. Our converfation, ho\~.,_ 

ever1 is not wholly incongruous with 
the 
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the element before us; for there is no 
clafs of men more addicted to fantaCT.ic 
fuperflition than failors. At once daring 
and timorous1 they ru{h undauntedly 
upon the. mofr dangerous fervice ; yet 
have certain fears, which forne of chem 
cannot conquer, as to the ill effeB:s of 
drowning a black cat. A malignant 

l 

fpirit, whom they call Dav y Jones, is 
fuppof~d to be the ~gent of the devil, 
and co be armed with the power of 
doing them mifchief by tempeft, light­
ning, funke n rocks, and leaks in 
their f11ips: yet I never heard that in 
the hour of battle, when the very found­
ations of the fea muft tremble· under 
the dreadful concuffion of heavy artil­
lery on its agitated furface, this mif­
chievous fpiric is ever thou6ht of. 
Then, with the moft implicit faith in 

.. predeftination, they rufh unconcernedly 
on dangers, which to thole never accuf­

tomed 
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tomed to fuch fctnes appear to be cer­
tainly deCtrutli ve. So much is man the 
creature of prejudice and of habit! 

To habit too it is owing, that we 
inquire fo little into what is always 
prefent to us, and that our reflections 
are feldo~ awake~ed but by novelty. 
Affenions or {tori es we hear every day, 

we never think of objetling to, however 

abfurd they may be ; on objecls conci­

nually before our eyes, we nevtr think 
of making remarks. 

In looking over this im menfe co}lec­
tion of water, which is expanded till it 

frems .to uniti with the difiant fky, you, 
_my dear Elizabeth, were ihuck with 
its gn~ ndeur and fublimiry, and your 
im agination immediately went forth to 
the wonders contained in its bofom. 
'This happens becaufe you are not accuf­

tomed to fee it; but the fifherman and 
tl~e failor who live upon it, or the 
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peafant who feeds his fheep on the 
high downs that overlook it, fee nothing 
extraordinary in it, and are amazed that 
any one elfe does. Thefe perfons, unufed 
to make refleltions of any kind, fee no­
thing to admire either in the changes 
of the earth on which they walk, or ,. 
in its innumerable productions. A la­
bourer, of whom you fhculd inquire 
why the boughs are fuddenly clothed 
with leaves., would anf wer ~' becaufe it is 
fpring." He has no idea of the annual 
revolution of the earth, nor how on its 
approach towards the fun the green 
blood of the plants begins to circulate, 
and their leaves to expand, which during 
the fevere weather are inclofed each in 
its hybernacle or winter cradle, which 
are thofe red buds that we obferve on 
trees immediately after the leaves of the 
preceding fummer are fallen. It is of 

this 
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this wonderful contrivance of Almighty 
wifdom that Cowper fpeaks: 

" He marb the bounds th at winter may not pafs,, 

" And blunts his pointed fury; in its cafe, 

'' Rulfet ancJ rude, folds t~p the tender germ, 

" Uninjured, with inimitable art; 

" And, ere one fbwery feafon fades and dies, 

" Defigns the blooming wonders of the next." _ 

But of- thefe and many other opera­

tions of nature, though they hourly, 

weekly, and yearly pafs before his eyes, 

the unenlightened villager has no know­

ledge; yet ignorant of the caufe, he re• 

gularlyexpeB:s the effeB:, as a man, whofe 

Ii ving depends on the fea or on the traffic 

upon great rivers, knows perfectly well 

when to look for high tides, though it 

probably never entered his head to con­

fider the phrenomenon that produces 

them; and were you to ail{ him about 

them, he would (it is moft li kely) anfwer, 

" that there always were high tides at 
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certain times of the moon's thange," 
and with that folution he is content. 
But thofe, my Elizabeth, who have 
greater opportunities of information, and 
more leifure for reflection, learn to look 
up wich greater reverence and admiration 
towards the great Firft Caufe, who has 
fpread before us, whitherfoever we turn, 
the wonders of his wifdom, and who 
undoubtedly meant them all to contri­
bme to the happinefs of that Being on 
whom, among all his creatures, he has 
befl:owed the greateft portion of reafon. 

But the length, and perhaps the gra­
vity of our converfation has occafioned 
Henrietta to forfake us, and to follow 
Ella among the rocks in fearch of !hells 
and fea-weeds. It is time to recall them, 
and to return home. 
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THE EARLY JOURNEY• 

CERT AI~ family occur-rences had car• 

ried Colonel Cecil and his daughter 

to London ; and the fame bufir.efs 

o,cafioned his fending for his fifter to 

meet him there. 
Though unwilling to quit the country 

at a frafon when every hour produced 

• fome new beauty, yet as her children's 

intereft and her brother's willies united 

to determine her, fhe conquered what­

ever reluclance fhe felt, and propofed 

to avail herfelf of this opportunity to 

. procure for her two daughters, inftruc­

tions in fome branches of education, 

which can nowhere be obtained fo 

well as in a great capital, 
They 
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They fettled then to take leave of 

the friends they were vificing the pre .. 
ceding night, and at an early hour the 

1 next morning te depart on their journey 
to London. 

In purfuance of this refolution they 
arofe before the fun, and while their ~ 

fervants were arranging the baggage, 
and other matters were fettling, the 
n1other, her two daughters, and her 
little ward, went down to the ihore 
to obferve that glorious objecr, which is 
nowhere feen in fo great perfec1:ion, the 
ri!ing fun. 

Mrs. Woodfield took occafion to re­
mark the accuracy of Gray's defcrip­
tion, to which, though he fays cc it 
1nake no figure on .paper," little can 
be added. " I fet our," fays he, cc one 
mornipg before five o'clock, the moon 
1hining through a dark and mifty au­
tumnal ·air, and got to the fea-coaft 

VOL. I, .E tim~ 
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time enough to be at the fun's levee, 

l faw - the clouds and dark vapours 

open gradually to the right and :lefr, 
s-olling over one another in great ftjloky 

,, wreaths; and the tide ( as it flowed in 

gently on the fands) , firft whitening, 

th.en tinged w_ith gold and blue; and all 

at once a little line of infufferable 

brightnefs. that (before I can write 

.thefe five words) was grown to half an 

orb; aod now to an whole one too 

glorious .to be difrincrly feen." 

In reminding h_er children of this 

fublime fpectacle, Mrs.Woodfield added 

-" How ma-ny people there are, my 

dear girls, who have pa!Ted their lives 

without having ever feen it! How many . 

others, who, if they ever have wicneffed 

it, have only done fo by chan.ce in re- · 

turning from fome place -of public amufe- . 

ment, with aching heads and exhaufted . 

fpirits ! Of fuch a party I remember 
I once 
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I once was; when, after a ma(qued ball 
given at the houfe of a nobleman in the 
country, the fun arofe, dazzling with 
all his fummer fplendor our half-fhut 
eyes. We foon uncloied them quite to 
a.d mire the fr range figures \\'e n1ade, ~ 
and, I believe, fome among us, 
who piqued themfelves on their good 
looks, did not bear the remarks of 
others without fenfations fomewhat 
bordering on thofe of Milton's arch­
fiend; and might have faid 

" 0 fun! I tell thee how I hate thy beams." 

For my part, I felt fomething like 
ihame for making one in a group fo ill 
fuited to the fcene; .. Jor our wretched, 
jaded, and di!hivelled figures, unpow­
dered locks, hollow and haggard eyes., 
and tinfel finery, polluted with f moke 
and duft, formed a decided and morti­
fying contrJft with the ;mre brilliance 
of the· rifing orb; the cryftal dews 

£ 2 bef pangling 
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befpangling · every leaf, and that re .... 
vivirig elafricity of the air, 
" The breath of heaven freih blowing pure a~J fweet . 
" With Jay.fpring born•." 

Elizabeth. I fuppofe, however, 
111amma, that there are many people 
who never faw the fun rife, unlefs on 

' , 

fome fuch occafion., 
Mrs. Woodfield. Probably not; in this 

climate, indeed, there is no gre_at temp­
tation to attend his firft appearance at 
any time but in the fineft months; for 
cold and comfortlefs are the mornings of 
autumn and winter long after he is above 
the horizon ; and I own I am not one of . 
thofe who have refolution to encounter 
the chill gloom of very early hours at 
thofe feafons, though no one is, perhaps, 
more fenfible of the value of time, and · 
very few have more occupations of ne­
ceffity ·co fill it. VVe muft now, how­
ever, make ufe of that immediately 
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before us. The chaifrs are, I fee., wait­
ing on the cliff. 

Elizabeth. And now then we moft: 
bid adieu ! a re luctlnt adieu to the fea ! 

Hetwi:tta. Ah ! when fhall we fee it 
again, and have the pleafure of walkir1g 
~gain on the fands, and of enjoying 
fuch delightful mornings as we have 
had here? 

M rs. Woodfield. We P1al1 revifit it 
I hope, before the end of fummer; 
and in the mean time you will find 
amufement enough in the varjous fcenes 
to which you are going. 

T'hey now proceeded on their 
journey, whicb lay acrois the country; 
for having fome bu!inefs with a · lawyer 
at a town about twenty miles diftant, 
and wifhing to vifit a very old- lady., a 
friend of her mother's, who refided there, 
Mrs. Woodfield took this opportunity 
of doing both. This road, therefore, led 
them· over a tract of country, where two 

E 3 counties 
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CC?qnties jotn_ed in the boundories of 
what was once a royal chace, and was 
._fiill crown land-a fore of heathy \vi1d, 
where, a'midft fcattered woods and 

-:111rubby glens, a few poor cottages were 
thinly di 1perfed. 

The road was not fuch as admitted 
o( D'}t~ch -fpeed, and_ they were not L; 
hafte, but beguiled the time in remarks 

,on t·be uncultivated ·beauty which the 
·1andfcape, ruck as it was, everywhere 
.prefent~d, ?t a reafon when the banks 
.were covered with m_ultitudes of flowers, 
and the hedges above them . unfolding 
their firfi: leaves. , A few infects aiready 
dared to venture forth amid the c:ipri.:. 
cious winds of April. 

;On obferving one or two of thefe, 
Henrietta, cried-" Oh! there are fome 
_of thofe yellow butterflies with a {mall 

crimfon fpot on each wing, which 1 
remember, ·mamm~, you told me, were 
called cu~umber flies, from rheir colour 
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refembling the bloffoms of that plant; 

but to me they feem more like· a flying 

•primrofe." 
11,h·s. lVoodfield. Your idea pleafes 

me. One could, indeed, almoft fancy 

one of them to be a· primrofe or an 

oxlip> loofened from its ftalks, animated 

and flying through the air. You have 

been lately reading, I think, that the 

wifdom of God is evident, even in the 

colours with which he has clothed die 

_ birds and infects as means to preferve 

them from thofe other animals who 

would otherwife coo eafily devour them. 

This early butterfly is clad, you fee; in, 

colours nearly refembling the flowers 

that now cover every bank, on the 

honey of which it lives. R.ecollect in 

how many other inftances this luppens, 

though it is an obrervation we do not 

think of making. In J ndia, the birds 

and the infeB:s are infinitely brighter 

and inore vivid in their colours than in 
E 4 Europe;. 
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Eur.ope; fo are the bloffoms of the trees.; 
,i nd the · flowers among which they live 
and feed. VVith us the grafshopper., and 
1nany caterpillars and other f mall infects 
are green, and are concealed by refem­
bling the grafs and leaves. The partridge 
is foberly clad like the fiubbles and 
fallows among which it lives, while 
the burnifh~d pheafant conceals his crim­
fon eye and changeable neck among 
the tawny and deep-coloured leaves of 
the autumnal wood. The hare too., who 
has 'fo many enemies, has clothing very 
nearly refembling the hollow fandbanks 
and brown furrows among which the 
hides herfelf, and as you remember 
Thomfon fays, 

'' Of the fame tawny hue, the wither'd fern:••' 

while the domeftic animals, thofe more 
immediately under the managtment and 
protection of man, affume variety of 
colours, as no longer needing the fort of 
fafety they derive from uniformity o( 
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colour among fields and forefls •• All 

thefe remarks, my dear girls, which 

from our habits of life and courfe of 

reading and thinking occur to us, are 

probab1y never prefent to thofe who live 

in what is called general fociety; that 

is, who never arife but to prepare for 

fame morning party, or return from it 

but to drefs themfdves for the amufc .. 

ment of the evening. 

Elizabeth. And I dare fay, my dear 

mamma, thofe perfons condemn fuch 

reflections as ufdefs, and n1ighty dull 

and uninterdling. 
Jvfrs. F/7ooqfield. I believe they do; 

but let us, my love, follow io idea one 

of thefe trifling characters, who have no 

ocher purfuirs than thofe which arife 

fr.om mixing in what are called the 

pleafures of fafhionable life ; let us 

follow one of them to the obfcurity to 

which the failure of her plan of procuring-
E 5 a rich 
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a ric~ huiband, mortified pride, and re­
duced fortune condemns her. Alas ! 
what _can be fo melancholy! I fuppofe 
fuch a perfon, negletl:ed and forlorn, 
retiring to fome -<:heap provincial town; 
where lhe fuppofes her very _mode~ate 
fortune may allow her ftill to enjoy 
fome of the pleafures of fociety, and,to 
finifh her life, as fuch a life is defcribed 
by the poet: 

'' A youth of folly, an cld age of cards.'' 

Alas! however well !he may be re­
ceived by the parties who form the 
fociety of the place where fhe is fixed, 
fl1e cannot always be at the card-table. 
The matrons, who furround them of an 
evening, have their families to attend to 
during the day, and not unfrequently 
bad weather, illnefs, accident, or petty 
mifunderfrandings and fquabbles, with. 
which fuch affociations do lamentably 
aboulJ.~, deny even the reviving rubber 
of the evening ! What then becomes of 
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the unfortunate, ifolated being, who, not 

having any refources within herfdf, is 

wholly dependent on others for the 

means of paffing the dreary evenings of 

winter ? She has never be.en accuftomed 

to read, or never beyond the flimfy 

pages of a novel. If ihe attempts to 

occupy her mind with one of thefe, ibe 

meets with the defcription of fcenes in 

which fue can no longer hope to bear a 

part, and fickens at the reprefentation 

of even imaginary happinefs. She has 

no tai1:e for works of fancy, and has, 

been taught to believe that ufeful work 

is beneath her. Dtfponding and fad,., 

therefore, her f pirits recoil upon chem­

felves and wear themfdves out.. Inter­

nally wretched., the becomes- diffatisfied. 

with the felicity of others, and gives 

way to all that envious malignity wbi ch. 

embitters fociety ;- whereas, if this pet­

fon had been accuftomed early in life tq,­

tational purfuits; if her mind had bee•n. 

1 
E 6 ftrength-

I • 
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ftrengthened and her views enlarged,· 
.fhe would have been happy in herfelf, 
ufeful and agreeable in fociety, and 
would have rather contributed to the 
fatisfacl:ion of all c:round her, than have 
fuffered additional mifery becaufe ihe 
believes others more conteryt. 

Henrietta. I am . fore I 1hould hate 
fuch a crofs . old woman. . I know who 
I think' juft fuch a one; fhe hates chil• . 
dren, and fcolded n1e one day for ga­
thering fome flowers that were in her 
garden, though I know fhe did not ,are 
about them herfe]f. 

Mrs. fVoodjeld. I will have no re­
tnarks directed againft this individual, 
Henrietta; nor ought you to pretend to · 
judge whether 1he cared for the flowers 
-or no. I ( in· the inftance you named ihe 
reproved you, the reproof was certainly 
1nerited, for it is extremely rude to ., 
·gather the · flowers in any garden where 
you may happen to be admitted. 
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Henrietta. Ah ! well, mamma, I know 

very well that you would not have been 

angry in the fame cafe. 

Mrs. Woodfield. I affure you I :fhould 

not have been pleafed; for example, if 

any one were to gather fome curious 

and fweet flower, that I had been nurfing 

all the year, ju(l: as it began to bloon1 

and to diffufe its odours, I ihould cer­

~ainly be vexed, and might, perhaps,· 

exprefs my vexation. 
Elizabeth. I muft fay, howrver, 

mamma, that the lady my fifter means 

cared nothing about the flowers, and 

faid a great deal more than was necef­

fa ry on fuch a tri fie ; fhe almoft
1 

faid 

that you humoured us too 1nuch in fuch 

fore of things, and ••.. 

Mrs. JVoodfield. I wifh not to hear 

what fhe faid, my dear; nor do I ap­

prove of that very frequent but mif-­

chievous cuftom too often choughtlefsly 

adopted, of telling to one perfon .what 
14 another 
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another fays of them; nothing is more 
apt to create difpmes, coldr:efs, and 
averfion, yet I know nothing in which 
people more frequently indulge them­
felves. This is fornetirnes the effecl: of 
malice, and fornecimes of our zealous 
friendfhip. Indirect flattery, conveyed 
in this manner l:ry offici'ous friends, is 
fa.id, and I believe with truth, to be of 
1=v~ry manner of convey_ing flattery the 
-111oft _dangerous. Never, therefore, 
accuftom yourfelves to repeat to any 
of your friends the blame or even the 
praife you may hear of them. I have 
known girls flattered into the moft in­
fu.fferable vanity by one another-H Oh! 
my fwee~ Sophy," cries Matilda, "you. 
cannot guefs what I heard of you laft 
night."-" . My dear Matilda,"· replies 
Sophy, "do pray tell me; I am dying 
to know ; not that ic could be half fo 
much in my praife as ·what Mr. fuch-a­
one and Captain fuch-a-one faid of.you 
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when you were dancing." The ftlf­

love of each being thus gratified, the 

n1iffes become more and more fond of 

each other ; and I once knew two girls 

who went very much into the fame frt 

of company, that regularly met to com­

pare notes, and became two of the moft 

infolent, affected, and vain creatures I 

ever met with. It happened that in 

the co1-1rfe of events they were feparated, 

and did not meet again for fome years~ 

and when they did, their former inti-

111acy, for I cannot call it friendf11ip, 

was turned into rivalry: inftead then of 

mutually flattering, they found a malig,. 

nant delight in depreciating each other; 

and· then it was the bnunefs of fome of 

their acquaintance to tell each of them 

how the other faid fhe was altered ; fo 

that it was hard to fay whether ~heir early 

youth was more disfigured by the vanity 

which they mutually created, or their 
n1aturer 
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maturer years made hateful by envy and 
decraB:ion. 

Elizabeth. I will take care, my dear 
rnamrna, never to be guilty of this. 

Henrietta. And I will, I affore you, 
as carefully avoid offending anybody by 
taking their flowers whecher they care , 
for them or no ; though I own I am 
fadly tempted fornetimes. Peay tell me, 
is there a pretty garden ac the lady's 
houfe we are going to ? 

Mrs. Woodfield. A very good garden, 
but one of thofe which are cultivated 
more for · _ufe than ~eauty. My friend 
Mrs. ,Doddington is arri vtd at that 
advanced period of life when !he is no 
longer able to· enjoy her garden, for 
age and infirmity confine her entirely to 
the houfe. 

Henrietta. Poor woman ! how much 
fhe mufi: regret that !he is not able to 

go into her garden t 
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..?1o1ft·s. l17oodfield. You chink fo, be 

caufe you would regret it; but before 

the eyes of perfons of the age of ·n1y 

g0od old friend, the feafons have re­

volved, and the various fcenes of life 

have paffed till there is no longer no 

ve lty or inte reft in them. 
Elizabeth. But you have told .me, 

n1amma, that this lady is neverthelefa 

cheerful and contented. 

Mrs. w-oodfield. I have fo; and when 

you fee her you will allow that fbe is 

ftill amiable and agreeable. This is 

the effect of a well regulated mind, 

and is the beft proof of a well fpent 

youth. 
Elizabeth. Mrs. Doddington has 

grand children.-Are any of them with , 

her? 
Mrs. '1-Voodjield. No; they are all 

grown up, and the young ladies are-all 

married. But our fhorc flay at C-­

will ·not fail to be enlivened by the 
fociety 
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.fociety of young perfons. There is a 
l\/lifs Sourby, you know, -the choghtet 

- ,of the gentleman with , whom I have 
buGnefs. He -is an attornty, or foli­
ciror, a man who has made a great deal 
of money in his profdlion, and having 
lately held a pu?lic character in hi s 
native CO\\ n, has been knighted on 
carrying up an addrefs. He has a fon, 
who is reckoned. remarkably clever·, and 
is now in the rniiitia, having left the 
pen for the fpontoon ; while I am 
affured Mifs Sourby, his fiil:er, 1s one 
of the moft accomplifhed girls in the 
county. 

Henrietta. Oh ! for my part, I do no_t 
defire any 11ew acquaintance ; I only 
wi{h I may be allowed to flay all day 
.in the garden. 

Mrs. Woodfield. That will hardly 
be, my f-Ienrietta _; but however, as we 
fnall have no morning tafl<:s, nor read-· 
ings, you will of courfe have more 

ti me 
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time for your garden rambles than at 

home ; and at your age, and at this 

lovely' feafon there is, perhJps·, no fo­

ciety th~t can afford fo much pleafure 

as fome of thofe fimple fcenes which 

you recollect: are thus defcribed as be­

longing to peafanrs · and peafant chil­

dren: 
" Midfl gloomy glade!, in warhles cle:.r 

" \,\.dd r.a tmc's i~vcetelt notes thty ht:ir; 

" On g1etn untrodden banks they \'iew 

" ·1 he hyacinth's neglecle<l hue; 

'' In their lone haunts and woo<lland rounds 

" They fpy the fquirrel's airy bounds; 

" And {tart le from her a!hen fpray 

'' .. " .. c;-ofs !he glen the fcreaming jay• l" 

1;, Thomas Warton. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS. 

[S,·ene-Ar tht- h:.H1fc? of the fr: end to whom they were 
,1;1aking a vifitt at an euly hour of the morning ', 
Mr$, Woodfield meeting her eldeft daughte!',J 

- . 

111rs. 'fVoodfie!d. 

WEt r,, Elizabeth, we recommence 
our journey to~day. Are you 

prepared to take a long far~well of your 
frjends here ? . 

Elizabeth. Friends! my cear mamma? 
Jvfrs. ff/oodfield. .Well then, if that 

is too (hong a word, I will fay your 
acquaintance. The term friend, in­
deed., is one of thofe we are too apt to 
mifufe. 

Elizabeth. You have fo often cau-­
tioned me, mamma, againft fudden and 
violent intimacies with people of my 
own age, that you know I never hafiily 
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forn1 them, even with thofe who appear 

to me agreeable ; but as for Mifs Rud­

worth •... 
Mrs. Woodfield. You have found no 

neceffity in regard to her to recollect 

my ach•ice. 
Elizabeth. Oh dear ! no ; none in 

the world. You oblige me, however, 
to remember what you have fo often 
faid, as to the indulgence of a fatirical 
.difpoiition ; and therefore, mamma, I 

fhall only fay of Mifs Rudworth, that I 

wifh her very well and very happy, but 

l fhall not be forry if I am never to fee 
J1er again. 

Mrs. !Voodfield. Thus it is then, that 
thofe accompli1hments., acquired at fuch 
an expence, and by the unwearied appli­

cation of fo many years, fer'le only to 

render this young pe•rfon difagreeab]e ! 
How is it that fhe has contrived this r 

Elizabeth. Oh ! you know very well, 
ma1n·ma, that a girl who knew only to 

r-ead 
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read and write her _ own language, who 
was unaffuming and ·fi rnple in her man­
ners, and did not affect to be more than 
her neighbours, would be ten thoufand 
times more agreeable. 

Mrs. Woodfield. I entirely agree with 
you; and I !bould fee with real concern 
thefe good people, her· father and mother,' 
fo fadly' rniftaken, but that their error 
makes the1n fo happy, it would be cruel 

. to attempt undeceiving them. They 
believe that a very loud noife is mufic, 
that red, green, and, ·blue blots are fine 
drawing, and that the fcraps of broad 
French and common place phrafes in 
Italian, which · their Frances utters on 

all occafions, indicate a moft enviable 
knowledge of languages. All chis, as 
they are people who were originally in 
v,ery humble life and have had no edu­
cation themfelves, would be very par­
donable and would only excite a fn1ile; 
b ut when they . opp.refs the.ir ·vifitors · 
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with fuch an oftentatious parade of their 

daughter's acquirements, and affect to 

look. with inCulring pity on thofe who 

have not had the means of procuring · 

fuch an exuberance of accompliiliments, 

one is half tempted to mortify their · 

ill-placed pride. 
Elizabeth. Yes, mamma; I wifh you 

had done fo, inftead of fitting fo quietly 

while we were really ftunned. 

Mrs. Woodfield. No, Elizabeth; I am 

too confcious of my weaknefs in a 

thoufand inftances about my own chil-

_dren to have the crueity Jo to mortify 

the partial fondnefs of any perfon to­

wards theirs; beudes, I believe thefe 

good folks are very likely to impute · 

any fuch unwelcome truths to envy. 

They were once greatly my inferiors in 

point of fortune ; and then I recollect . 

the no-w Lady Rudworth, at that time 

emerging into a fort _of third ftyle of 

gentility, gave n1e credit for fome 
knowledge 
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knowledge in the managen1ent of whal! 
fne called ejewcajlwn; and confulted me 
about that of her daughter, affuring me 
" it was a circumflance fhe had much -
at heart." Now ihe is much richer than 
I am ; and I do not blame her for fup­
pofing fhe has therefore much more 
knowledge. 

Elizabeth. Difagreeable, proud wo­
man ! but;,as to that vain impertinent •• 

.lvfrs. l17o-od.field. Moderate you anger, 
my .dear child. lf you indu]ge fuch vio­
lent indignation againft all .the people 
you meet, whofe felf confequence is 
equally offenfive, you will fpoil your own 
temper; but the world ,vill go on jufl: 
as it did before. Why .fhould 1 quarrel 
with Lady Rudwonh, for feeling her 
imaginary fuperioriry? She has no idea of 
any other than that which money gives, 
and to get money has been the purpofe 
of hers and her hufuand's lives. She 
has now you fee. a title too1 and can 

you 
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you wonder that ilie feels and enjoys· 
her elevation? 

Elizabeth. But fhould this perfon give 
herfelf airs of fuperiority which infult 
all who are fo unfortunate as to be in 
her company ? 

Mrs. Woodfield. Certainly not; but 
the fame obfcurity in the beginning of 
her life which now caufes her acquired 
riches to be fo dazzling, is alto the caufe 
why ilie cannot difguife the triumph 
of her heart. It is to conceal the good 
opinion we have of ourfelves, that the' 
forms which are called good breeding are· 
inculcated and fubmitted to; a practice 
with which L1dy Rudworch has had 
very little to do, and which ic is now 
too late to acquire. A . celebrated effay ... ' 
ift fays: 'I'hat were the door opened to 

Jclf-praije, and were Montaigne's maxim .. 
objcrved, that one Jhoufd fay, as frankly; 
« I ha·ve Je1ife, I ha·ve learning, I have 
({ ccui·age, beauty, or wit," as 'tis Jure we· 

VOL. I. F qftNl, 
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of~en think Jo; wePe this the caje, juch a 

jloo_d of impertine!'lce would break in upon 

us as would render Jociety wholly int~­
lerable. 

But the fort of forbearance thus agreed 

upon in polifhed fociety, Lady Rud­
worth has never feen praclifed where 
fhe has li"ved; I mean, among people 
which could only be called the upper 
rank of low life ; and therefore, fhe takes 
no trouble to difguife her opinion of that 
fuperiority which fhe believes her money 
gives her, among thofe fhe now con­
verfes with. And I obferve that this 
overbearing felf- fufficie ncy is al moft 

always vifible in people who have be­
come fuddenly rich, and are raifed above 
the narrow ~ircle where they originally 
~oved. So chat there is no reflecl:ion 

more c-0mmon than that of " fuch a 

one is pur.fe-proud." 
There is a variation in this foible, 

~h.ich I hav.e fometimes feeo, though 
lt 

. r 
I( ic\ 
fami 

fou 

ta]~ 0 

featcd 

to to 

are cu 
cirria 
t;, . 



ACCO .M PL I 5 HM E-N TS. 9 9 

it (eldom is affumed by the lady of the ­
family, but is ufually confined to th~ 
founder of it : I mean, when a perfon 
very fond of talking of his fortune finds 
an excufe for doing fo in affected h u­
mility. Such a man will fay: cc Though 
it has pleafed God to blefs my honefl: 
indu!hy-I began the world with 
nothing," and fuch fort of cant. Our 
friend Sir Randall Rudworth, however, 
is not of this clafs. Of honeft endea­
vours he can fay but little, and there­
fore wifely finks the caufe of his ele­
vation, well content to make the 1110ft 

of its effecl:s. Far from any humble 
allufions to his birch, he fhrinks from 

• the mention of it; has lately affected co 
talk of his family as having been long 
feated in a northern county ; has fenc 
to the Heralds Office for arms, which 
are cut on his feal and painted on his 
carriage; and you fee his daughter is 
educated to/upport all thefe pretenJions; 

1-· 2 foe 
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for what will not a great deal of money 

effecl? 
Elizabeth. I know what it will not 

effect, mamma. It will ' never give to 

Mifs Rudworth the look or the man­

ners of a gentlewoman. 

Mrs. Woodfield. That is mere matter 

of opinion, Elizabeth. There are few, 

with whom !he is likely to have much 

intercourfe at prefent, who ·can difrin­

guifh between finery and elegant neat­

nefs, between the pertnefs of arrogance 

and the eafe of good breeding. In 

general, I believe, the world gives thofe, 

who are in undoubted affluence, credit 

for as many other advantages as they 

choofe to aifume. You fee with what 

a decided air Mrs. Madbury talks of 

every thing; dailies into an hundred 

abfurdities, and affects to be even fcien­

tific. It is impoffible there can exifr a 

woman more ignorant; yet !he is not 

.only tolerated, but admired and looked 
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up to. I--Ier " fole qualifications are a 

great deal of affurance, fupported by- the 

confcioufnefs of having a rich hufband, 

a loud voice, and a very fafhionable or 

fanciful way of dreffing. All the[e 

adopted by Mifs Rudworth, and added 

to her accomplijhments, will have (you 

may be affured) the very fame effect; 

' 

1 but a rational being can never confider 

tither of them as objects of envy or 
. . . 
1m1tat1on. 

Elizabeth. I am fure thofe people on 

whom fuch airs would impofe, muft 

be very blind or ftupid. 
Mrs. Woodfield. Not at all ; for by 

what criterion do fuperficial obfervers. 

judge, unlefa by outward appearances? 

There are very fow of the people with 

whom one has occafion to converfe 

every day in the common intercourfe 

of life, who do not fuppo(e, that if a 

perfon is very wtll dre!fed fhe is a 

perfon· of fortune; and, on the contrary , 

r J that 
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that !he who is clothed with extreme 

fimplicity is not able to purchafe orna­
ments. 

I once faw a laughable proof of this. 
Some years ago I happened to oe at a 
public bathing-p1ace; It · was late in 
the year, and I was to pafs the winter 
in the country; which at that period of 
my life I did not think of with very 
great philofophy. The day, however, 
was come when I was _to go; and in a 
melancholy mood I fee forth .early ih the 

, 1norning, to pay a fmaH bitl for fome 
ball fineries at a very falhionable milli­
net,.s newly kt up in the place, and to 
purchafe the few trifles I was likely to 

have occafion for in my winter feclu­
fion. 

While I was fettling thefe matters, a 
lady, very plainly dreft, and with an hat 
on_, which was particularly -old fa!11ioned, 
entered thi fhop, and afked for a pair 
of glo-ves. 
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\ 
The milliner took down a parcel, 

threw the1n carelefsly on the counter, 

and with very little ceremony left her 

cuftomer to choofe for herfelf, while 

turning again to me, who was but a girl 

at that time, fhe went on meafuring .the 

ribands I had chofen. The lady very 

quietly fitted herfelf with a pair of 

gloves, paid her money, and departed 

without having received from the fl1op­

woman even the curtefy ufual on fuch. 

occafions. 
As I knew perfectly well who fhe was, 

and thought that her tall !triking figure 

n1uft have made her equally well known 

to Mrs. Tiffany, I was furprized at this 

rudenefs, and could not he1p afldng if 

fhe knew who fl1e took that lady to 0e ? 

" Indeed," replied !he, '' I never faw 

her before. J t is none of the company 

flaying here, but I fuppofe fame little 

country gentlewoman of the neighbour­

hood;" 
u · L be-
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u l believe," faid I, " you are very 
n1uch miftaken ; that lady is the 
Duchefs of.----'' 

I wifh .J could defcribe the woman's 
face. She coloured as red as the riband 
fl1e was folding; then became pale, and 
at laft faid, " Oh, my I-leavens ! how 
rude I have been; but 'vvho could have 
thought of a perfon pf fa!hion fo early 
in a morning ? and in fuch a dr_efs too ? 
and w~th fuch a hat ? _Dear me ! what 
had I better do? perhaps, I had beft go 
after her Grace, and beg her pardon.'_' 

As I was too young to advife, and 
my bufinefs was finiihed, I lefc · Mrs. 
Tiffany to fetde the affitir as (he could; 
not forry, however, for the leffon the 
had recei ved,-never to truft a lcogether 
to appearances, or to behave wirh info­
lence to her cuftomers, on account of 
an unfal11ionable hat, or upon fufpicion 
of their being " little country gen-, 
i.lewomen.'' 
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But l mention this circumfb1nce as 

one among the thoufands that daily 

occurl how much common obfervers, 

who undoubtedly make up more than 

two thirds of the world, are influenced, 

by appearance. 
Elizabeth. Well,. if refpect. is to be· 

acquired b.y finery, there is no doubt 

of Mifs Rudworth's being highly re­

fpccted. 
Mrs. Woodfield. But you, I truft, my 

love, will never envy any one refpeB: 

that is paid merely on that account. It. 

can give pleafure only to· very weak 

n1inds, and wich foch you may remark, 

that to dazzle by fuperfluous perfonal. 

ornament, by eq,tJipage, or a number of 

fc:n,ants, is generally a ruling pafiion. 

Every thing_ that is convenient, all. that. 

r.ank denrnnds fhould be complied with;. 

but oftencatious difplay, onl_y. to excite 

envy and to-make the vulgar llare., alway s 

marks fome Wtakntfs of character re 
F 5 ha.s 

I 
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has ofcen been faid of thofe who have 
rnade themfelves remarkable for this 
extravagance, and have frequently been 
rt.1ined by it, that they committed folly 
only to obtain the applaufe of fools. 
But I fee I-Ienrietta in the garden, and 
I thence conclude that every thing is 
ready for our departure. Look how 
little --Ella is enjoying herfe1f this warn1 
day, like . one of the butterflies fhe pur­
fues-as t~oughtlefs and as happy. 

We have now only to take our leave; 
for, luckily, my oufinefs with Sir Randall 
is as near being concluded as it can be 
for fome time ; and, I hope, in fuch a 
ftate as to prevent the neceffity of my 
perfonally troubling him again. . 

The carriages being now at the door, 
-1nd the travellers having taken leave of 
their acquaintance, without any regret 
on either fide, they again proceeded on 
their way, which was that day to be only 
to the diftance_ of twelve miles. They 
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were to remain at the houfe o( another 

friend of Mrs. Woodfield's, (w.ho was a 

. native of th at part of the country,.). and 

the .. ext morning to vific two objects of 

c iriofit,' in the neighbourhood.t and, as 

th.:' da'.r ~ were long, to reach London 

the :ame evening. 
As they went, Elizabeth ( who now 

tra v led in the pofr-chaife with her 

mother alone) could not help renewing 

the converfation of the n1orning. 

EHzabeth. I wifh, man1ma, my­

coufin Caroline had been wi.th us ori 

this vifit. She is fa much fuperior to 

that Mifs Rudworth in perfon, and 

knows fo much more, that it would: 

have mor.tified the conceited girl de-

lightfully .. 
Mrs. Wo.odfield. I by no means with 

it on that account. I am rrot fo fore 

that your coufin's fuperiority would 

have. mortified Miis Rudworth; b.ecaufe 

I doubt whether it would have been 
i 6 allo.wed,, 



allowed, while I have . doubts how far 
Caroline would have fubmitted, with that 
complacent indifference which it ought 
to meet with, to this aif umed fupe­
nonty. 

EJizabeth. I am fore !he would have 
faid that, what we . were compelled to 
hear and fee of accomplijhments, was 
enough to give one a furf<:it of them 
for ever. 

Mrs . . Woodfield. She would have faid 
, a very foolifh thing then. But thus it 
t'.ver is that rhe abufe of good brings 
the· good i-tfelf into reproach. It feems 
to me., that nothing is more defirable,_ to 
young perfons of fortune efpti'.cially, than 
a certain degree of perfection in the 
ornamental parts of education ; becaufe 
thef afford a nrnnber of refources . in 
the hours. of folin1de and retiremenr; 
produce new ideas, and form the tafre .. 
But 1 do not th.ink their attainment 
.flio1.11d be -the firfr purpofe of ea.rly life,. 
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or that they fhould be cuici vated, as they 

often are, where nature has denied the 

talents neceffary to their acquifition. 

There is nothing in my opinion fo re­

quiGte to happinefs, which is the end of 

all inCT:ruclion, as good temper and 

good fenfe. Where thefr are wanting, 

the reft aprears to be like high Vdrni01 

on a bad picture> ferving only to make 

the faults more vifible. 

I never yet faw the higheft advance-

ment in what are called accomplifh­

n1en.ts, make a young ,.,voman efteemed 

or beloved, where good temper and 

good fen Ce were miffing; whereas thofe 

bleffings alone, without any adven­

titious advantages, will enable a perfon 

to go through the world with honor to 

berfelf, and as the delight and comfort 

of their friends; for ala-s ! my dear girl, 

there are in the mo!t fortunate families, 

and in the courfe of the moft prof perous 

life, many fcenes and n1any hours,. when 
n1ufic 
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rntJuc ceafes to charm the- ear,. and 
painting to engage the eye ; when the 
fickening fpi rit or the wounded heart 
turn from the trifles which might amufe 
a vacant hour, to feek the patient pity 
of fympathifing friendlhip, to ·one who­
can fuftain our reafon and ftrengthen 

-

our fortitude. 
To regulate the temper, therefore,_ 

I 

and form the judgment, is in my mind 
more material than all the accomp.Jifh­
ments in the world ; and the young 
perfon who iliould give herfelf entirely 
to, or value herfe 1f immoderately on, the 
merely ornamental parts of education, 
would act with as little fenfe as .fhe 
would do, who, having heard fringe or 
lace reckoned additions to her clothes, 
!hould therefore determine to make 
the whole of no other materials .. 

' 
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D I A L O G U E VI. 

MAY DAY. 

WHILE the party were yet at fuch a 

diftance from London as not to 

have entered on that line of country 

where the luxury of improvement has 

deft:royed the wilder features of nature,. 

~/Irs. Woodfield, who, by the fenti­

ments llie had delivered in the preced­

ing converfation, had never meant to 

diCcourage that tafte for the imitative 

powers of the pencil to which fue had 

been herfelf often indebted for amufement 

in her vacant hours, and for beguil­

ing the lighter evils of life, took occafion 

as they journeyed on, to point out to 

her attentive auditors> now all with her 

in a: coach fent by the Colonel, the 

particular features of the country through 
which. 
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which they paffed, which were obvious­
as fubjects for landfcapes. 

The _road lay -for fome length at the 
foot of a rocky elevation ; and fome­
times through an hollow way, formed by 
the rocks ri fing abruptly on each .Gde. 

A1rs. Woodfield. How braucifully· 
green is every blade ·of grals and every 
f mall plant _that find fofknance amid, 
the fandy. excavations of thefe rocks. 
No objects make better fore-grounds 
than thc:fe rude precipices, nor throw 
off co better advantage the difi:anr- land­
fcapts. But were a painter to reprefent 
a view, clothed. in the ~mera.!d green.i 
that now aln10CT: dazzits tbe fight, his 
picture would be glaring and difplealing :. 
yet nothing can. be more harmonious 
and _beautiful than. the reality .. 

The ~ conrrafr too, of chefo yellow 
maffes of fand-ftone has a1 pleafing 
effect, varied and dreffed as the.y ar~ 
with !hrubs. a1~d flowers i their fumm irs 
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crowned with the bromn and white­

thorn, intermingled fometimes with pol­

lard oaks or tufts of young afh or 

beach trees, whofe roots, often forced 

from the hollow rock beneath, wreath 

into the moft fantafi:ic forms, and the 

projeEtions they form, afford places of 
I 

growth for the female fern, the fmall 

blue campanula, to two forts of wild 

geranium, to the veronia, and in moift 

and ihad y parts of the rock, to the 

wood forrel; white violets, too, often 

lurk among thefe uncultivated beds of 

wild flowers, excelling them all in fweet­

nefs. But thefc: and many other r mall 

plants are rather the purfuit of the 

botaniO: than the landfcape painter, who 

ought, however, in drawing chefe rocky 

fcenes, t-o catch the forms, though he 

cannot minutely defcribe tht long tan­

gling branches of the blackberry; the 

fefto_ons of briony woodbine, night!hade, 
O" 

-
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or wild hop, that creep or flaunt among 
.the rugged hollows. 

Elizabeth. For tny part, though I 
know .one ought never to dtfpair of any 
thing, yet I fometimes fear I !hall never 
do trees welJ.., fince even my coufin 
· Caroline allows that they .are the moft 
difficult. _ 

Mrs. Woodfield. Students in d-rawing 
certainly often fail in them, and even 
rnaiters do not always fucceed. Perhaps 
\his may be partly owing to their fiudy­
ing in countries which produce only 
one fort of tree. You know there are 
many parts o( England.; whrre you may 
travel many miles and fee nothing but 
the dark elm, too often fpoiled by the 
lofs of its Gde branches; and you re­
member, when we were looking over 
the edition of Spenfer's F diry ~een, 
publifbed by Kent, we rema ked that. 
Prince Arthur, the red crofs, knight; 
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Una, DueffJ, and Belpheobe., and in 
!bore all the perfonages of the various 
allegory, ap-pear under the ihade., or 
amid landfcapes adorned with young 
elm trees. The reafon of this want of 
tafre and variety is, that I(ent, who made 

the drawings, was an improver of lands, 
parks., and gardens, and in that occu­

pation had occafion to coGtrive and to 

obferve continual plantations of that 
tree, to which his eye feemed to have 
been fo familiarifed that he forgot there 

were any others in nature. From the 
fame caufe it probably is, that dif­
tances in many Italian landfcapes pre­
fent nothing but the fpiry form of the 
cyprefs which abounds in Italy: and 
in a few years the views in England 

will prnfenr the fame pyramid al groups; 
for the Lombardy poplars, now fo gen -
rally planted, have nearly the fame 

effea. 
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Elizabeth. I love to draw pieces of 
rocks and old trees better than cottages, 
for it is not often one finds one that 
is not too formal. 

Mrs. Woodfield. On paper, however, 
we may de.ftroy as well as raife ftrucl:ures 
to our tafte; ·and it is not difficult to 

dif mantle on~ of the mofl comfortable 
cottages, till we render ic tolerably 
pifturejque, _ to ufe the phrafc adopted 
on the occafion ; then we can add the 
hay!l:ack, or a few hop-poles leaning on 
its roof, ihadow it wich the pendent 
boughs of the beach or cheflnut, or 
contrive to hide half the fmall cafement 
in the thatch, with the grotefque 
branches of an old fruit tree. But 
water, I think, as often 62fBes the 
]earner as trees, at leaft the moft pleafing 
reprefentation of water, when it gullies 
out of one of thefe rocks, or ftarts from 
among the dark !hades of a fleep wood i 

fuch as you know are in our country difiin-
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guifhed by the name of hangers. When 

we have thus chofen the features and 

compofed our little home landfcape, 

we muft find figures appropriated to the 

fcenery ; and look l at this moment, 

there is a group that Gainiborough 

himfelf would have chofen; fee, Hen­

rietta, that little party, feared on a kind 

of circular bench, formed of a mound 

of earth, confined by woven ofiers and 

covered with turf, under a maypole. 

Henrietta. Three little girls drdling 

a boy's hat with flowers; :rnd what a 

quantity of flowers they have got in 

their bafkets ! 
Mrs. Woodfield. What if we fiop and 

purchafe of them fome of their garlands; 

or at leaft make them forne little prefenr, 

to increafe the pleafure of their infan.; 

tine fefrival? 
Henrietta and Ella. Oh ! do let us·! 

(This done, they proceed. 

) Elizabeth. 
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Elizabeth. vVell ! we have made the[e 

poqr children very happy hov .. ·ever. 
1-lenrietta. l wifh wt could have (raid 

to have feen them dance. Pray cell me, 

,inarnrna, whether there are now fuch 

danc~s of fhepherds and fhepherde.lfes 
as one reads of in fongs anq poems; 

where they- choofe a .queen of the May, 
and all the houfes are dreffed, ~nd all 
~he ways [hewn with flowers ? 

Mrs. Woodfield. No, Henrietta; 1 

believe thefe pafioral fefl:ivals exi11: no 

where now but in defcr.iption, yet fome 

remains of them are left among the 

infant peafantry, of which we hc\ve ju(t 

had an infia,nce in the children we have 

feen, happy heirs of laborious pov<i'.rty ; 

who, obtaining a very fcanty fubfiCT:ence, 
want no more, and find amidfr the fitlds 
and coppices their (lender d,ejert, 

' " Like the gay birds that fing them to repofo." 
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cottage gardens, to furnifh their fole 

finery, and on this eleventh of May 

( when, according to the prejudice of their 

grandmothers, they obferve May-day 

as it fell in the old fty le) the happy party 

fally forth, feeling, perhaps, as much 

delight as they are capable of expreffing; 

for now, releafed for fome months from 

the confinement neceffarily impofed 

upon them in dark and dirty cottages 

by the weather, by the fnow, tempefls, 

and floods of winter, they · are at liberty 

to enjoy the only luxury they know, 

that of wandering among the meadows 

and woods, which offer to thefe fimp]e 

children of nature fo many charms; and 

though certainly incapable of defcribing, 

or perhaps incapable of difcriminating 

what they feel, yet it is theirs, 1nore free 

from care and from reftraint than the 

favourites of affluence, to enjoy what 
fome 
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fome poet (I have forgotten who) fo 
well defcribes : 
· " By vale or brook to loiter; not difpleas'd 

" Hear th e !he?. ms pebbl ed roar, and the fweet bee 
c, Humming his fairy tunes in praife of flowers.·• · 

And I am perfuaded the• finefr drefs on 
a royal birth-day, covers not an heart 
fo gay and happy as any of thofe we 
have juft left. · 

Eliz abeth. But I foould like to fee 
fome of the rural balls, w hie h one learns 
to fancy fo pleafa nt from ballads or 
from poems. 

}Jrs: WoodfieldA Yes; fuch as even 
the gre e1 t and grave Milton teaches us 
t-0 fa ncy, when he concludes an addrefs 
to May morning, by faying, 

" Tlius we fa lute thee w ith our e:i rly fong, 
, . And welcom e t'hee, an d wifh thee long l " 

But fuel~ chorufes of fb epherds and of 
nymphs are with us never heard; anq 
the May is welcomed only by the 
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younger villagers, who have, perhaps, a 

few garlands on the May -pole or about 

the fign-poft of the ale-houfe of the 

hamlet. 
Nothing, certainly, is more mifre­

prefented than the fcenes of rural 

feftivicy ; thofe affemblies o( paftoral 

e felicity, 
" When young ancl old come out to play, 

" On a fon-!hine holiday;·• 

for in our times, neither young nor old, 

who are capable of work, can lofe a day 

of labour. Thefe defcriptions were 

perhaps very juft when Theocritus wrote 

of the lives of Sicilian i11epherds; but 

they have no refe111blance to the manners 

of England. 
Even at this diftance of time I well 

recollect how greatly difappointed I was 

when, being about eleven or twelve 

years old, I was firfl: !hewn a {hepherd. 

Having taken my ideas from fongs, 

where Strephon meets Phillis and pre-
G frnts 
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f~nts her wich a lamb drdfed with rofes . 
~rnd woodbines, or from the Chelfea 
China figures, which at that time 
-adorned many apartments, I had fup-
pofed a .lhepherd to be a perfonage 
elegantly attired, in a pea-green jacket; 
a filk. hat crowned with hyacinths, fol­
lowed by a beautiful little dog, his crook 
ornamented with ribands, and charming 
the echos by the found of his flageo]ec: 
infiead of which I faw a flout rough­
looking clown, whofe hair feemed 
bleached in the pinching ftorms to which 
he was expofed ; he was clad in a coarfe 
jacket of tanned leather, very much 
patched; concealed, however, partly by 
a thick white woollen great coat; his hat 
was tied on with a red handkerchief, and 
he was followed by an ugly lhagg-ear'd 
dog, whofe continual and hoa~fo barking 
confl:itured all the mufic of this rude and 
folitary pair. 

I faid 
.I 

I f 
this c 
the 

fione 

ton; 

don~ 
mart 

feren 

It 

Yet 

ral fi 

depr 
11·00 

) 

lage 

amon 

languj 



MAY DAY. 

I faid to myfelf; How is ic poffible 

this can be a fhrpherd? Vvhere then arc 

the beings defcribed by Pope, by Shen­

fione, by Hammond, and Lord Little­

ton ; the Paridels, Damons, and, Cory­

dons ? Alas ! fuch, in a thoufand more 

matt:rial infiances, is the mortifying dif­

ference between the pictures of life we 

are fhewn and the fad realities we are 

obliged to accept. In thefc drawings it 

may well be faid that 

" Airy dreams 

'' Sat for th! piclure, and the poet's hand, 

" Imparting fubftance to an empty thade, 

'' Impo(ed a gay Jelirium for a truth• ... 

Yet there is felicity enough in mo­

ral fcenery and rural employ men ts, to 

deprefs with deep regret the poor exile, 

who, forced from his or her native vil­

lage to feek a precarious fubfiftence 

among the Hi fling crowds of a great 2icy, 

langui!hes for '' liberty and frelh air ;', 

• Cowper, " 
.i ,., r,. 

~ - and 

I 
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and rill the body becomes e·nervated, as the 
mind itlfenubly lofes its taO:e/or the p1ea-

-fures of fimple nature, cafls many a long .. 
i ng, lingering look towards thefe fondly 
remembered haunts of early content. 

One remarkable infrance of this I will 
relate to you. It would make my ftory 
outlafi: chis fbge of our journey, were 
I .to tell at length the unfortunate acci­
dents which occafioned a poor girl, 
Lydia lVIeadows, who had been brought 
up with great care and tendernefs by 
11er grandmother, to be -tefr, at the 
death of her ancient protectrefs, an 
helplefs and ciefiitute orphan ; and 
though ibe had been taught to expect, 
and really ought to have had a fmall 
provifion from the effects of this her 
lafr furvi ving relation, yet they had 
fallen into fuch- hands, that, as old 
Mr~. Meadows was not of the parifh, or 
even a native of the county where fhe 
;was ftttled when death overtook her, 
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the overfeers were alarmed left her 

orphan grandchild, then between thir­

teen :i.nd fourteen, fhould become bur­

denfome co chem; and inquiring out 

her relations, (which were very few,) 

they found only one mar,J a tin-plate­

wor\:er in Long Acre, willing 'to give 

himfelf any trouble about her. The reft, 

having . found, on inquiry, chat the 

graodmothet had left nothing, dec1:nrd 

having any concern with one fo little 

likely co become a profitable inmate as 

the unfortunate Lydia. 
The tin-man, having either more 

humanity or for forne ocher reafon, 

undertook to find fome perfon who 

would receive his yo~mg relation for a 

very fmall premium as an apprentice, 

and the cverfeers having poffeffed them­

feJves of all her ' grandmother's effcfts, 

which remained ;fter the rapacity of the 

fir(l: plunderers, had raift:d a fum which 

they determined rnould be enough for 

G 3 this 
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this purpofe. Poor Lydia, therefore; 
who had never heard an harfh word till 
now, or known a fear or a difficulty, 
was put into a ftage-coach with a little 
bundle of clothes, and left to find her 
way as well as fhe could from a town in 
Devonlhire to an inn in London, where, 
however, fhe was told her coufin ( whom 
fhe had never feen in her life) was to 
meet her. 

A woman, going from the fame town 
to vifit her friends at Sa]ifbury, pro-
1nifed to take care of her fo far : to her 
the unhappy girl clung as to her Jafl: 
friend; and the woman, affected with 
her innocent tears, flayed to fee her gee 

into the flage that was thence to pro­
ceed to London ; and telling her flory 
and the helplefcnefa_of her fituat1on to a 
decel)t looking perfon who faid foe was 
going to Turnham Green, ihe recom­
mended Lydia to her care, while rhe 
poor girl felt herfelf more forlo!'n and 
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deferted t½an before, as {he cook leave 

of her only :1.cquaim.1ncc:. 

Infenfibly, however, her new friend 

gained her confidence ; and in the ft m­

plicicy of her heart, {he told her a fhorc 

and mournful ftory. The woman in her 

turn pretended to relate her own, Bnd 

gave herfc:lf of courfe a very good clu­

raB:er; fo that the poor girl, bdieving 

fhe had found another friend, entreated 

her to con1e to fee her ,n London, and 

affured her, that if fbe could gee leave 

fue would find her out and renew her 

acquaintance ; from whom, however, 

when fhe came to the place of her 

deftination, fl1e was compelled to part. 

It was late before the coach Lydia 

was in arrived at the place where it 

was finally to deliver the paifengers and 

parct: ls, and as {he proceeded through 

the ftreets, the noires, the lights, all 

fue faw and heard, was fo new and fo 

di(hacting, that ihe had hardly cou-
rage 
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rage to look forward to what fue yet 
had to encounter-a meetrng with a 
relation on whom !he was now in fome 
meafure-to depend. 

But far more dreadful was her fitua-~ 
tion than lhe had feared to find it; for 
on arriving at the inn, there was no 
perfon the.re to receive her, and what 
was ftill worfe, when the packages ' . 
came to be taken out of the coach, 
hers, in which was all her worldly 
goods and the direction whither fhe 
.was co go, was not to be found. The 
poach man., feeing he _ had only a help­
]efs child to deal with, loudly protefted 
it• had never been put into his care; 

,and now poor Lydia, friend1efs and 
pennylefs, and in a place fo new and 
frightfully frrange as a dark and dirty 
room at fuch an inn, felt herfelf fo 
oppreffed, fo terrified, and fo totally 
it a lofs what to do, that, unable even to 
weep, {he fat down in the firfi chair ilie 
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could find, and remained there like a 

ft:nue. A number of men came in and 

went out, each bufied about his own 

concerns, but nobody noticed her. It 

grew late. The buftle at the door 

made by the arrival of cqaches fubfided, 

and unnoticed, yet without courage to 

f peak, the unhappy girl remained tor.;­

pid; terror combining with fatigue to 

deprive her even of the little refolution 

or prefence of mind which might at her 

age be expected. 
At length one of th~ runners of the 

inn coming in to fee for fomebody, W4S 

returning on finding the room as he 

fuppofed empty ; for Lydia, wrapped in 

her black cloak, aAd with her b:-; nnet 

drawn over her face,. was hardly viGble ; 

when. forne flight motion ihe made in 

attempting to fpeak occafioned him to 

obferve her, and approaching, he afl{.ed 

her rudely who fl1e was, and what ih-e 

wanted there ? The. 

I 
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The trembling girl related, as well as 
ihe could, whence ihe came and what had 
befallen her; and fortunately the man 
to whom ihe fpoke was not fo defii­
tute of humanity as perfons in his con­
dition of life frequently are. He ftudied 
a moment what was to be done, and then 
called a fe-male fervant of the inn, who, 
after making fome difficulties, agreed co 
let the poor child have a bed there that 
night, and told ber that as fhe knew the 
name of her relation, and that he lived in 

·or near Long Acre, the might eafily find 
him in the morning. Even this accom-­
modacion, poor as it was, feemed fuch 
a .relief to the haraffed fpirits of the 
defolate orphan, that ihe was now able 
to fhed tears ; her cafual protectors, 
moved to more li v.ely compaffion by thefe 

. unaffected fymptoms of di(hefs, gave 
1 h~r fame refreiliment, and the woman put 
her into a truckle bed in a garret next 
to her own. But fuch were the fear and 
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terror with which her late deplorable 

fituation and this firft view of London 

had imprdfed her, that not even the 

great fatigue fue had gone through dif­

pofed her to Oeep; and with the firil: 

dawn of the morning fhe got up, dreffed 

herfelf as well as fue could, and with 

fearful fteps fought the woman to whofe 

pity !he owed it that D1e had not paffed 

the night in the fireet. 
As the ple:ifurable fenfation arifing 

from the confcioufoeCs of h:.wing done 

one good atl:ion often induces chore, 

little accuCT:omed to eeneral benevolence, ...., 

to contir.ue their kindnefs and do a 

fecond; the maid of the inn feemed to 

have taken poor Lydia into her protec­

tion, and finding how ignorant fhe was, 

and chat fhe might be loft in the fireets 

if fent out alone, contrived co procure 

the attendance of a boy who waitecl 

about the door of the inn; and under 
G 6 his 
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. ~is, g:1.1i~a~c;~ ,Lydia f<;t oqt to find h.er 
cou.Gn. ' . . 
~ ,,,, , J , 

, , The ~reets, for it wa~ mid wipter, 
·~ere 'fo dir'ty, and the 'way feerned fo 

long, ' that fatigue and anguiih again 
took poffeffion of her heart. At length 
fue found the fhop, over which was 
written the name fhe fought.. She en­
ten~d faint and _breathlefs,. but the hor­
rible clatter made by three men who 
were at_ work in it, completed her con­
fternation; her attendant already de­
parted,. who, ragged and dirty as he was, 
feerned preferable to the grim creatures 
fhe faw hammering around her; and, 
fearing !he knew I not what,. ihe was 

- about to return to. th$:! ftreet,, when one 
of the men ceafing to hammer,_ aiked 

her what fhe would hav(¾ and with 
fome difficulty fhe . repeated the name 
of Lydia Meadows. 

The 
f •• 

not 

nis 

cal 

afc 

into 

nis 

w~ 
afk 

m 
abo 

da~ 
lig 

re]a 

tion 
if~ 



MAY DAY .. ljJ 
, 

The . manJ who had now a confuf$d " 

notion that this was the young woman <. 

his mafter expected from the country, 

called him, and Lydia foon beheld 

afcend from a cellar thatf had an iffue . ' 
into the ihop, a tall black figure, with 

his fuirt ftripped up to his ihoulder.s, 

who putting forth a great footy hand, 

afked how fhe came there; told her he 

was going at night to meet her; and 

then bade her follow him to his good 

woman. Lydia, hardly knowing what 

!he did, was preceded by her un­

couth relation into a little d:uk roon1 

behind the fl1op, where fhe was intro­

duced to a very dirty looking fat wo­

man, whofe hair half powdered hung 

about her ears-the remains of her Sun­

day's finery. She fee med very little de­

lighted with the arrival of her hufuand's 

relation: obferved, that fhe had no no­

tion_ of feeing fuch a tall girl, and afked 

if {he was fick? what made her look fo 
h. ~ 

W. ltC . 
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white ? and where her box was? It was 
near ha]f an hour be.ore poor Lydia 
foun ftreng h or courage enough to 
anf wer all thtfe gudtions, and when 

· fhe had do ne fo, Mrs. Crop]y was fo 
much difcompofed at the thoughts of 

, what was to follow the lofs of this 
, country coufin's clothes, which mufl: of 
courfe be her huiband's providing others, 
and the mournful voice and faint look 
of the dejected orphan were fo difpleaf­
ing to her, and itemed to threaten her 
with fo much more trouble than ihe was 
difpofed to take, that Jhe could neither 
.reprefs nor conceal her difpleafure, even 
before the unfortunate object of it; but 
calling to her huiliand, who had gone 
back to his work, /he began in no 
very gentle accents to reproach him 
for the expence he ha~ brought upon 
himfelf by his fooli!h officioufnefs. The 
mau endeavoured, buc in vain, to appeaf~ 
her; and fuch a reception, the dark and . 
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miferable hole in which lhe was con­
fined, and the unceafing clac er of the 
workmen that rung in her e.:i.rs, had 
altoge ther furh an effect on Lydia, that 
believing ilie .. ~uld not long trouble 
any body, fne only begged leave to lie 
down any where for a few hours; " and 
" then," fa id !he, "as foon as I am able, 
" Madam, but at this moment I really 
" have not ftrength, I will go again to 

" the place where the coach fet me 
" down, and endeavour to procure a 
" pa!fage back to the country from 
" whence I came; where I will Work, oh! 
" cheerfully work, in the fields for my 
cc bread ; I will do any thing, indeed 
cc I will, ma'am I not to be any more 
" trouble, or be any farther burdenfome 
" to you or Mr. Croply." 

A rude and fhort anf wer from the 
unfeeling woman finifhed the dialogue; 
but the wretched girl was· allowed to 
go ro the place which had been pro-

vided 
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yided for her to fieep in> till ilie went 
to the Italian trimming n1aker near 
Newport Market, to whom 41e was to 

• be bound apprentice. Mr. Crop1y had 
_already received from the overfeers 0f 
t,he parifh where her grandmother died 
the apprentice fte;. and being, after 
much murmuring on the part of her 
female coufin, furnifned with a mere 
change of clothes, ilie was, on the third 

.day after her arrival,. conducted to her 
new 1nafi:er. 

Fortunate young people, who, under 
the protection of tender and vigilant 
friends> are fe:cured from tvery danger 
and every want, can little irnagin.e the · 
hardihips and fufferings of thofe poor 
girls in , inferior life,. who, to obtain a 
mere exiftence, toil in the dungeons 
where fuch people live in a crowded 
mttropolis. He who is horn in the 
mines is fo accuf!omed to their bfack 
glooms, that. he does not regret, be.-
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caufe he hardly k.Gov,1s the light of 

H e:n'en; fo tho(e who firil: find their ex­
ifi:ence in the airlefs and dr'eary caves 

where the mechanic dwells in London, 

have very little idea of any other fcene. 

'I'o poor Lydia it was far otherwife. The 
lodg ing occupied by her new mafler 

confifted of three wretched rooms in an 
2lley, where hunger and contention 

added to the horrors of a confinement 

worfe than a prifon. The man, an ! ta­

lian who could fpeak little or no Eng­

Ji(h, could hardly earn a fcanty fub­

fi ft ence by his bufinefs; becaufe the ar­

ticle he manufaclured was now almof'c 
tntirely out of fafhion. f-Iis temper 

was fie rce: vind icti ve, and unfeeling ; and 

his brutali~y to his t v'l·o apprentices 

could onl y be ex ceeded by chat which 

his wife exerc ifeci to\'/ards himf::-l f: She 

was an Engli 1h voman, who, believing 

the had clone hi rn a ve ry great honor in 

marrying him, and having a fpirit more 
violent 
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-violent than. his own, not only returned 
his ill-humour with intereft, but often 
made him petition ·for an armiftice; and 
fo dreadful were thefe fcenes to Lydia, 
who had never had an idea of foch 
people or fuch conduct, that if fhe 
·could have endured the famine and 
fqualid wretchednefs £he was condemned 
to live in, the extreme terror with 
which theft! quarrels impreffed her 
would alone have determined her to 
·efcape at every hazard from fuch an in­
fupportable condition oflife. Her fellow 
apprentice, though like her taken rather 
as a drudge than to learn the bufinefs, 
was older than Lydia, and having fome 
relations to whom £he could complain, 
was treated with rather more confi­
deration, and had refourccs of ~er own, 
which , feemed to make her lot lefs 
pitiable ; but Lydia, who, young as fhe 
was, by no means _ wanted fenfe, foon 
difcovered by h_er converfation that £he: 
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was a very bad girl; and though fhe 
tried to obtain her confidence, Lydia 

ihrunk from her advances, and found, 

in being affociated with fuch a perfon, 
another reafon for the refolution !he had 
taken to quit her wretched abode. 

Yet whither could fhe fly; or to 
whom could !he appeal? To complain 
to Mr. Croply {he knew would be vain; 

nor had fhe much lefs dread of remaining 
where fhe was than of going co his 
houfe. She had no relations on whom 
fhe had any claim, none at all likely co 
own her or take any trouble about her. 
At length fhe thought of the acquaint­
ance {he had made between Sali1bury 
and Turnham Green. This woman had 
faid her name was Jacobs, an? that fhe 
was 118:er to a reputable tradefma-n at 
Kenfington; but w~s to be fee down at 
Turnham Green on a vific to a Gfter 
there.,. who was ill. She had given ' 
Lydia her directi.on, and the poor girl 

knew 
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knew fo little of the world d1at fhe be- , 
Eeved i-c poffible for an acquarntance, 
n1ade in a fra2e-c.oach, to feel an incerdl: .._, 

in her behalf; !he thought it certain that 
Mrs.Jacobs vvoold advife her how co act, 
fo that fne might be permitted to return 
to the b:ndeft Jabour n1e could be put to 
in the country, whi-ch \.vas the ucmofl: 
extent of her ambicion. More than two 
miferab1e months had pafftd fince her 
ill-f1arred journey; and it was now early 
fpring, which happened to l_be remark.­
ably forward. Lydia faw the fun fhine 
on the walls of her fad prifo.n, and her 
imagination was bufy in fancying how 
green and ftrewn with flowers were the 
fields and the coppices where fhe uled 
to wander with her little village friends; 
and thefe thoughtr _aggravated all her 
fofferings by cornpJ.rifon. 

ln this fia-::e of mind, it happened, 
that !he Vvas ftnt wich a parcel of fringe 
to a warehoufc: in Pall-mall. Vvhen l11e 
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found ihe was to go out, fhe determined 
never to return, and putting all the 
linen £he had into her pocket3, fhe 
went forth to throw herfelf on the wide 
world. All 1l1e poffdied was a fingle 
fhilling in her pocket and a piece of 
gold fl1aped like an heart and fafcened 
to a riband, which had belonged to her 
mother, and which fhe had been accuf­
tomed from her infancy to wear round 
her neck. This, however dear it was 
to her, ( and the laft of many other little 
n1emorials of the better days of her 
family which had all been loft with her 
clothes,) n1e determined, when pre.ffed 
by necemry, to fell; and thus flenderly 
provided, foe firCT: delivered the parcel 
fhe had been entrufred with, and then t 
inquiring her way to Kenfington, quitted 
the town, which to her had appeared 
a vaf1: dungeon filled with cruelty, con­
tention, and crimes. When fhe reached 
I-Iyde Park, the beauty of the verdure, 

.- - the 
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the freihnefs of the air fo long untafted, 

feemed to reanimate her fl:r ength, and 

fhe though t that if ihe might only be 

fuffered to wander about at liberty in 

fields and woods, fhe ili ould want no­

thing. ·The fea r, however, of being 

o vertaken and forced back by her cruel 

mat1er or fiill m ore cruel r.1ifhefs 

fometi mes affailed her, and th rough 

apprehenfion haitened her walk. It was 

about efeven o'clock when fhe arrived 
at Kc nG ngton, where !be rnok out the 

piece of paper on which fh e had written 

the u; reclion to her ftage-coach ac­

quaintance, and entering the firft fhop 

ibe fa w, fhe inquired for the place and 
perfon it defcribed . 

No fuch perfon was k:ndwn. Lydia 

inquired again and again without fuc­

cefs. She then wandered round the 

whole place ; but no one of chat name 

was to be heard of. Hunger now 

made her recollec1 it was growing lace. 
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I-fer heart, which had been at firfl: elated 
with her efcape, now funk cold and hope­
lefs ; yet ihe determined to proceed ; 
and flattering herfelf there might be 
fome- mifi:ake in the direction ilie had 
taken, ilie appeafed her hunger in a 
bun for which ilie changed he r fhilling, 
and went on to Tur,1 1am Green. 

No Mrs. Jacobs was to be heard of 
there; indeed there was not :1_ ,he 
village fuch a ihop for toys and utl~ry 
as the woman had defcnbed her br0tner 
to keep. One of the women to whom 
Lydia applied for information cold her, 
that it was rnoft likely the perfon ihe 
wiihed to find lived at Brentfor l; and 
fhe even thought that fhe recol lected 
people of the name. On this flender 
hope the unhappy pilgrim proceeded ; 
often looking wiftfully cowards the car­
riages that paffed, and longing to accept 
of the offers of the drivers of public 
ones to· take her up ; but the fear of 

being 
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being inade to pay all her money d~­

terred her ; and though fin.king through 

faintnefs and fatigue, i11e went on. 

Before fhe came to Brentford it was 

<t- five o'clock, and fhe felt that to fupport 

\ herfelf much longer was itnpoffible. 

I-Ier hope however of finding her ~c­

quaintance was more remote than ever; 

but as {lowly fbe moved '11ong the ftreet, 

fhe was furprifed by the fight of a perfon 

. before her, who in her figure very much 

refembled Mrs. Jacobs; but what was 

frill more furprifing, this perfon was 

clad in an old-failiioned but very re­

markable chintz gown, which Lydia 

believed to be the very fame that once 

belonged to her grandmother, and which, 

as it was to compofe a part of het 

own clothing, had been in the parcel 

which had been miffing from the 

ftage. 
A fudden impulfe made Lydia fpring 

forward, overtake the woman, and ]ook 
fteadily 

I 

tn 

fu 

ov 

anc 

foe 

,.tf 



(J 
:, 

MAY DAY. 145 

fteadily in her face :-it was the very 

fame ; the good Mrs. Jacobs whom 

fl1e had relied upon for counfel and 

protection ! 
There n1ight be more fuch gowns in 

the world, and in the joy of finding her 

f up po fed friend, the circtlmftance was 

overlooked ; Lydia therefore f poke to 

Mrs. Jacobs, and expreffed her pleafure 

at meeting her, in which her acquaint­

ance was fo far from participating, that 

!he declared fhe never faw her before; 

wondered at her impertinence in fpeak­

ing co her, and adding, that !he be­

lieved her a bad and idle girl, and 

thought fuch a one ought to be taken 

up ; then fhe fu<ldenly entered an hou!e 

of mean appearance and fhut the door. 

'rhe unhappy gid, in the utmoft con­

fie rnation, Hood a moment gazing at 

the place, and the fenfe of her defolate 

and forlorn ficuation ftruck fo forcibly on 

1 er mind, tlut fhe burn: ;nco an agony 

\'OL, r. H of 
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of tears. The to\vn where fhe wa~ 

fremed a counterpart to that fhe had 

left, inftead of a friend fhe found an 

enemy; alas l {be had found one who, 

having robbed, could never forgive herj 
for fuch in all ranks is human nature-
. the wretch, who is confcious of having 

commi tted an injur:y, never pardons the 

injured; and the deeper the trefpafs 

the more inveterate the malignity. 
'This wretched woman, who was a 

J ewefs, and belonged to a gang thac 

travelled through the country, com­

mitting petty frauds and receiving fiolen 

goods, had by her menaces and fierce 
looks fo terrified the poor girl, that as 

foon as fhe recollected herfelf after fuch 

an encounter, £11e thought only of hafien­
jng as faft as poffible from a place 
where it was likely to meet h_er again; 
and, without any fixed plan, fhe wan­

dered al9ng the road towards Houn!1ow, 

purchafing a little bread ac a baker's 
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to appeafe her hunger. It was now 

nearly dark, and recollecting the Crories 

i11e had beard related by the paffengers 

in the coach of robberies and murders, 

her courage and frrength no longer fuf­

ficed to fupport her to purfue the road ; 

and {he could but juft creep through a 

gate into a ploughed field by the way. 

fide, where under an hedge, at fome di[-. 

tance fro1n ic, fhe threw herlelf on the 

ground in def pair. 
The unhappy pilgrim had not long 

lain there, before a violent noife on the 

road renewed all her terrors; {he could 

difiinguiili among a loud c)arnour of 

voices, that a robbery had been com­

mitted, and that a party were in purfuit 

of the robbers. It inCT:antly occurred 

to her that either the purfued or the 

purCuers might come into the field 

where fhe was; and though it was 

h~ird~y poffible for her co be in a more 

deplorable iituation, the dread of this 

H 2 made 
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made her forget her fatigue, 1be crept 
again away, and palling by a gap in the 
hedge to another field, !he faw at a 
diftant fide of it a group of buildings 
which feemed to be the back of a farm 
yafd, for fhe could difcern an hayftack 
and feveral outhoufes. Here then fhe 
thought fhe might · obtain more fhelter 
and concealment than in the open 
field. She approached and li!lened ; 
~very thing feemed !till about the en­
clofure, which was furrounded by lheds, 
fiables, and barns ; it opened on one 
field to the field ilie was in, and on the 
·other feemed attached to an handfome 
houfe and garden. No found now 
alarmed the trembling-wanderer, for the 
noifes on the road died awJy in dif­
tance; and her fpirits being a little re­
covered, fbe ventured to look over the 
gate, and be hold with defiring eyes the 
fhaw with which part of the ground 
and one of the outhoufes feemed co be 

!hewn. 
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ftrewn. She dreaded however left dogs 

fhould fly out at her ; but afcer lifi:en­

ing fome time and hearing nothing, 

fhe got over the gate, and, in the 

fartheft corner of a hovel quite full of 

ihaw, fue threw herfelf down, thankful 

for fuch a !helter, and flattering herfelf 

{he fuould remain there unfcen and. un.-

molefted till morning .. 

Overcome with fatigue, Deep con­

quered her remaining fears ; but fh e 

had not enjoyed this relief above an. 

hour or two, before i11e was again, 

roufed to a renewal of all her appre­

henfions; fhe peeped from her conceal­

n1ent fearing almofl: to bread?e,. and 

found that the noife which had dif­

turbed her was occafioned by two fer­

vants who brought fome horfes into a. 

fbble oppofite, where they remained 

fome time ; and then, as they quietly 

departed, poor Lydia returned onfe 

more to her repofr> rejoLcing that £he· 

HJ ha.d 
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had thus efcaped obfer_vation, and not 
venturing to thi::1k on what wa-s to be­
come of her the next day-. 

Too foon it arrived-; and-Lydia, fud­
denly awakened by loud voices very near 
her, ftarted from her {haw, and faw a 
man with a pitchfork removing it, and 
fo near her, that: the · next ftep . he made 
would probably have wounded her-; 
fhe il1rieked, and th<t man, who feemed 
t,o• bt a fort of t-mder groom, ftepperl 
forward, and aflrnd her. what D1e did 
there :· the poor girl was unable to 
reply;. but foeing that {he was quite a , 
young perfon, and did not appear to be 
a common· beggar, he· queftioned her 
again with lefs h;.ufbn~fs, and would 
probably have f.uffered her· quietly to 
depart, if a- fat old coachman had not 
Gome up, and huffing the lad rn very 
fevere terms for talking ~o idle wenches, 
bade her go about her bufinefs; . telling ; 

t h.-er, that he knew fhe -belonged _ to . a 
gang., 
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gang of gypfies, who . not a week. before 

had ftolen a fieve and an · halter out of 

the ne~d, while his back was turned 

only half a minute. Lydia attempted 

to anfwer, but could not; and the cho­

leric, well-fed, old-domdlic. continuing 

to threaten her, fhe would have quieted 

the place, but her feet were fo fore, that 

fhe could not walk ; and pain, fear, . 

ancl fatigue aiTailing her at once, :!he 
funk down at the feet of the man, and. 

fainted a way. 
The coachman had a confufed notion, . 

that if the girl was dead, as he firmly, 
believed, and that he was the laft: 

perfon with her, he. mjght be made 

to ant wer for it. The groom was al- ­

ready gone, and h.e therefore waddled 

a.way too, and going into the houfe, . 

related cha~ tbere was a girl dropped 

down dead in the farm yard. It hap­

pened that Mrs. Derwent, the lady to 

whom the houfe belong~d, was g1 vrn.g 
her, 
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Iler morning ·orders to her houfe-keeper 

in an adj_oining room, and hearing part 

.. of what the man faid, which occafioned 

a bu!tle among the other fervants, fhe 

went herfelf to inquire what it was; 

when having heard the coachman's 

account, ihe hefitated not a moment 

to follow him to· the place, where 

poor Lydia frill remained apparently 

lifelefs. 
Moved by the· youth and he1plefs 

-€ondition of the pitiable obj~a before 

her, in whofe frame and face famine 

and fickntfa were but too vifi;ble, the 

lady -d~reEted her to be brought imme­

diately into the houfe, where fuch re­

medies were admi-niftered,. as recovered­

her from the fit; but her fenfes were 

ftill wandering; and as it was now cer-

,,,,, tain, from her clothes and general ap­

pearance, that fhe was not a vagabond, 

they fuppofed ilie was fome unfortunate 

young creature, efcaped from a fic k 
r.oom 
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room in the accefs of a fever. Mrs. 

Derwent had fo accuftomed her fervants 

to execute cheerfully continual aEts of 

humanity, that each was now eager to 

obey her orders. Lydia was put to 

bed in a comfortable fervant's room, 

and an ~apothecary fent for, who coulds 

however, pronounce nothing. It was 

two or three days before fhe was able co 

give an account of herfelf, and then 

.fhe related her fhort but fad hifl:ory to 

Mrs. Derwent: with fo much fimplicity, 

that inCT:ead of cafl:ing her off as a run­

away, or compelling her to go back to 

her maCT:er, fhe humanely inquired into 

the truth of the tale fhe had heard, and 

being convinced from the manners of 

the Italian and his wife, whom !he per­

fonally vifited, that Lydia had not de­

ceived her, fhe frlt fo much .pity for the 

orphan girl, and entered fo thoroughly 

into the feelings which drove her to fo 

wrong a frep as leaving the apprentice-
!hip 
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.fhip !11e was put to., that fhe prevailed 

. upon the Italian to give up her inden­

tures on condition of his keeping the 

fee he had received ; and with the 

-hearty confent of her rdation, Mrs. 

Derwent took her into ber own family 

to attend on two 2 r..1iable girls, . her 

daughters, about the fame age as Lydia .. 

vVitl-1 them ·ili~ lns remained now for 

fome years, the mofl: grateful and attach .. 

ed of fervants. Her education during 

the life of her grondmotlier had been 

much above what is given to the chi!"' 

dren of the poor; ihe poffeifed a very 

good underftanding, and had received 

, from her firft infi:rutlrefs principles of 

recl:imde and religion, which however 

would hardly at her age have refi!ted the 

effect of thofe bad examples every day 

before her eves. Her abhorrence there-
• 

fore of London, and the regret fhe felc 
when remembering the fcenes of her 

happier days, though they ltd her to 
an 
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an action wrong in ic(elf, yet proved the 
unoft fortunate of her life ; and never 
was humanity more inftrumental, than 
that of Mrs. Derwent, in £hatching an 
he1p1ers creature from ddhuction. I--Iad 
ihe not exerted it fo opportunely, it is 
difficult to fay what might have been 
the confequence to this poor forlorn 
girl, whore only fault was, that natural 
wifh for frefh air and gra~v verdure 
1,,vhich habit icfelf hardly ever frifles, and 
which fuch a child, (for Lydia was in 
truth no more,) who has been brought 
up amidft woods and wilds, may well 
be pardoned for feeling to cxcefs, 
fituatecl as {he was. 

Henrietta. Oh ! my dear mamma, 
110w my heart h:1s ached for her. If 
you had told me, that at laft any evil 
had befallen her, I do not know when I 
.lbould have been happy again! 

]'vfrs. Woodfieldu You feel., I am fure, 
fur her as an unhappy individual, and 

pc::rhaps 
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perhaps with forne degree of additional 

acutenefs, becaufe you are confciot1s, 

that had her fevere lot been yours, you 

would have acted as {he did. Thank 

God, my dear girls, that you are more 

fortunate, and a1ways conGc.ler with par­

ticular ki~dnefs tl~efe heJplefs children 

of ad verfity, very indigent and deititute 

young women, whom fo many cala­

mities await, and who at beft have not 

always the means of living by honeft 

induftry, however induftrioufly they may 

be dif pofed. ,, 
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