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SHEPilERD'S SOlv.,.; 

OR, 

THE WISH ACCOMPLISHED. 

CHAP. I. 

~ESCRIBING SOME CHAR~CTJRS fOUNl> 

IN THE WORK.. 

IN a pleafant villg.ge, near fifty JJ1iles 

from London, refided Mr. _Loveboy, 

in a beautiful hGufe which he had 

erected on a rifing ground, command­

ing a very extenftve view of t-he 

country, while the fpacious gard~ns, 

€nriched with the moft ·a.atef y trees, 

charming fhrubs, and fragrant flow­

ers_, feeq1ed to eclipfe the' b;auty qf 
1 

each f urroun:ding habitation. 
A 3 The 



6 THE SHEI>f!ERD's SON; 

The owner of this elegant retreat 
was a gentleman of large f0rtune, and 
the defcendant of_ a refpecrable fan1ily, 
eD:eemed by the rich, and nearly 
ad6Ted by the poor, who juflly ftiled 
him their _unfailing friend, their pa­
tron, and benefactor. To the former 
l1e demonftrated the matchlefs felicity 
at tendan..t upon a virtuous life; aod, . .., . 

to the latter, his wealth, bis counfel, 
or _afi1ftance, were readily given on every emergency. 

The children, likewife, when trip~ 
ping o'er the lawn, fmiled at his 
n3:me, and bJeifed his bounteous 

,goodnefs; for' fuch · were the darling 
objects of his moft peculiar attention. 
For t fi efe he purchafed the moft valu­
able and entertaining little publica­
tions, and kindly difcharged the ex- ~ ~ 
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A MORAL TALE. 7 1 

pences attendant upon the fchooling 

qf the peafa.nt's deftitute family: nay, 

fome were even fent to an academy, 

at which they were f upplied with rai­

ment, board, and education, by his 

orders__; and when he found them f uf­

ficiently qualified, he kindly put them 

forward in the world, by placing the1n 

in f uch a bufinefs, or line of occupa­

tion, as appeared the moft congeoi.al 

with their native turn of 1nind, or 

beft adapted to their health and abi­

lities. 
In brief, we muft inform our rea-

. ders, the amiable perfon we are at~ 

tetnpting to defcribe, r was a faithfu~ 

fervant to his Great Creator, and· a 

pattern of goodnefs to his fellow­

creatures. Noble in his perfon, affa­

b le in his deportn1ent, and fincere in 
his 
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his profeffions, he drew the affections 
of every. f urrounding cottager to his 
[eat, and unfeigned petiti<?ns were 
daily wafted to Pa~adife for hjs pre­
fervation. 

In the fam~ village, bu( within a 
lowly dwelling, liv.ed Mr. Thomas 
Woodbine, who, though utterly de- · 
ftitute of the gifts of fort~ne, _was 
ftjll poffeffed of a generous mind, 
and all his actions we1e marked with 

, the ft~ic.1eft hone.(l:y. His occ_upation 
was that of a f11epherd ;tand his cha­
racte-r, _a jufi: and virtupus man. 

His fon, -a boy of eight years old ' ' , .generally attended hi'm when he le? 
his fleecy ca.r:e to flake their thirft in 
the chryfra'l ftream; and when at 
clofe of day lie penned them in the 
fold, the youngfi:er's pipe (0!1 which, 
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A MORAL TALE. · 9 

for his age, he was no mean perform­

er), f pread its foft notes, and roufed 

the ileeping Echo. 

Mrs. Woodbine, whofe a:ffecrionate_ 

heart was equally divided betwixt her 

faithful hufband and her darling child, 

endeavoured by every poffible means 

to affift the lawful exertions of the 

iliepherd, that. thereby they might be 

enabled to live in a decent though 

frugal manner. This, by a courfe of 

unre1nitting induftry, fhe happily ac­

complifhed; yet itill one grief lay 

heavy on her heart, and often bedewed 

her cheek with tears when nature 

fmile<l around her. 

We have already obferved her ten-

dernefs towards her boy, and from 

hence arofe the filent farrow which 

opprei.fed her. She was confcious of 
h@'r 

! 
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her inability to place her fon at a 
. fchoor; and her diftref~ wa£ often aug­
mented by the tender and pathetic 
intreaties of Charles, who eagerlrr de- . 
fired to enjoy the bleffings of learning . 
with his juvenile affociates, and to 
perufe with his u~igh bours thofe in~ 
ftrucl:ive and an1ufing books, which 
the generofity of Mr. Loveboy fa 
often diftributed among the infant 
peafantry. When fhe reflecl:ect that 
poverty withheld her from gratifying 
fo pleafing and reafonable a requeft, 
her wonted contentment was apt tQ 
waver, and her poor bofom was rent 

- with fighs which rofe to (upprefs a loud complaint. 
Nor was Mr. Thomas Woodbine 

any ftranger to thofe tender emotions 
which we obfer.ved to fill the breaft or 

his 
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A MORAL TALE. , It 

·his affecrionate wife. He wifhed ~s 

ardently as herfelf to fee her fon re­

ceive the ineftimable advantages of 

education; but inftead of foolifhly 

repining at the fituation which Provi­

dence had placed him in, and which 

at prefent appeared as an inf unnount­

able obfl:ade to his wifhes, he 1neekly 

profl:rated him[elf before the Father 

of Mercies, -and humbly implored for 

his offspring that invaluable jewel 

which his own power could not be­

ftow, and which his fmall pittance 

could not purchafe. 

. vV hether his petition was heard 

will be feen hereafter. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

A SUMMER'S MORNING; A SONG t AND A 
PLEASI N G SURPRIZE. 

THE -viJlage - clock had juft ftruck 
fix, when Thomas Woodbine, attend­
ed by his fon, afcended the hill, on 
whofe flowery fide his flock reclined 
amidft the fultry hours of the day. 
. Nature was arrayed in her gayeft 
; obes; th~. fleecy clouds difparting> 
fled before the blazing chariot of .the 
fun, whofe beams reflected in the 
dimpled lake, or quivering through 
the .01ady bowers, a.waked the fea­
thered chorifters, and called th~1n 
f6r th to harmony and love. 

The blu il] ing bloifoms, yet 
with pearly dew, diffufed their 

white 
grate .. 

ful 

the 

fee, 

, ~aze 
~ro~ 

to b' 
lane 

!ene 



A MO n_ A L TA L E. I 3_' 

ful fragrance round the plain, or 

courted the adn1iration of the ambu-

1ator. The~ warbling lark, borne on 

the yielding air, poured forth his mu-. 

iic as he rofe towards the gates of 

Heaven; while o'er the enamelled 

meadow :fhayed the browzing herds, · 

and the f ufceptible heart caught 1nore 

than human rapture from the glowing 

fcene. 

The ihepherd (having led his gentle 

Jambs to crop the tender blade, or 

recline in fafety beneath his watchful 

eye), feated himfelf on a Hone which 

was nearly overgrown with mofs, and 

gazed enraptured on the beauteous 

profpect which kind · creation opened 

t o his view; while Charles, at a dif­

tance, attuned his little pipe in fof­

tened ftrains to his own rdl~Etions, 

B and 
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and concluding the pleafing found 
with a moft enchanting cadence. 
, He hung the inftrument on a neigh .. 

-bouring branch ; and directing his 
eyes to the bright abode of endlefu 
felicity, he thus expre:lfed his thoughts, 
to which before his fimple mufic 
played:-

While Nature, dreft in all her charms, 
Chaunts f~rth her f weetefr lays ; 

The brighten'd frene my bofom warms, 
And tunes my tongue to praife. 

Tho' poor, at prefent, is my lot, 
Why fhot~~d my heart def pair 'i 

Heav'n, from a palace, or a cot, 
Alike aocepts of .pray'r. 

T 'hen fore my humble thanks may rife 
To His •eternal throne, 

Who, from the manfion of the fkiest 
Regards the heart alone. 

Accept 

A 

witn 



A MORAL TALE. t5 

Accept the tribute, Lord, and grant 

1 may on thee depend, 

To {hie Id me from difireffing want, 

And prove Thyfelf my friend. 

The fong was no fooner ended, 

than a gentlen1an, who had liftened 

with ·the utmoft attention whilft it was 

- finging, ftepped from behind fome 

honey-fuckles which hitherto had con­

cealed him, and taking the young 

fongfter by the hand, thanked him 

cordially for the pleafure --which f uch 

mufic had afforded him, and requefted 

to be informed where Charles had read 

the words which he had fo n1elodiouily 

repeated. 
The little peafant ftood filent a mo­

ment ; but at length exclaimed­

" Alas, fir! I have never been . blefl 

" with the yalµable advantages of edu~ 

B 2 " cation. 



16 THE SHEPHERD'S S'ON; 

" catio1:. My dear parents are in­
" d~ed very kind; but when they 
" have provided f ufficie'nt food to fa­
" tisfy the demands of my hunger, 
" and raiment to -fhield me from the 
" inclemency of the weather, they 
" have no n10ney left to put me 
" to fchool; nor muft I repine, fince 
', it is not i-? their power : yet I often 
" think, if I could but attend a 
" rnafter a very little time, I fhould 
" be enabled, by watchf ulnefs and 
'' affiduity, to improve myfe1f after­
" wards." 

" Pray," faid the gentleman, (who 
was no other than Mr. Loveboy), 
" what is your name, and who are 
" your parents ?" 

" My name," repJied 
" is Charles W oo'dbine. 

the youth, 
My father 

. 
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A MORAL TALE. 17 

" is yon 01epherd, whom your honour 

" may fee reclining upon ·his crook, 

" and gazing upon his dog, who is 

" indeed a faithful animal. My mo­

,, ther is employed in waihing at 

" home." 
" And where," faid Mr. Loveboy, 

'' do you refide ?" -" Our cottage, 

" fir," replied he, " is that [mall 

'' one, which is nearly concealed by 

" thofe trees which grow at the bot-. 

" tom of the hill.'' 
" If then," rejoined Mr. Loveboy, 

" you are indeed deftitute of learn­

" ing, how came you to the know­

,, ledge of that fong which I have fo 

" n1uch admired ?" 

'' Your honour,'' faid he, " is too 

" good, in condefcending to ta1k with 

" a .P?Or lad like 1ne ; and ftill n1ore 

B 3 " fo 
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"' fo in inquiring after n1y fimple 
·,, concerns. The words which Y<?U 
'' fay are honoured with your appro­
" bation, are DO other than the burn ... . . '' ble effufions of my own · heart, . 
'' whi'ch, - by often fiudying, and re­
,. peatedly finging, I have formed into 
" that little f01:g, ) which I ufe every 
'' morning as a token of praife to the I 

'·' Almighty; al)d I hope he will ac-
" cept it, though it is on]y the pro­

,., ducrion of a poor child." 
" I doubt it not," faid the gentle­

man, " and I be!ieve he will grant you 
, ' the requeft of your heart." 

·" Indeed, fir," faid Charles, '" I 
', am c9ntent~d ·with 1ny fituation, 

.,, and have no particular defire for any 
" thing but learning; and that I have 

· " already 
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,~ already told you 1s placed beyond 

" my reach." 

" Repine no n1ore," fai~ Mr; 

Loveboy~ " your wi{hes may be ac­

" complifhed much fooner than you 

" expect. Go, and tell your father 

·" to feek Come careful perfon to attend 

""' his fheep, for he muft bring you to 

'"' my houfe at nine o'clock: you muft 

" not make it later, for you may have 

~• a journey to take before the even­

" ing; and I iliall rely upon your 

" attendance.'' 

\Vhile Charles ftood motionlefs 

with f urprize, the gentleman wiilied 

him a good morning; and goipg to his 

horfe, which was grazing at a diftance, 

he leaped into the faddle, and was out 

of fight in the f pace of a minute. 

Charles, recollecting after a little 
paufe, 
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paufe, that no time fhould · be l(~ff 
upon fuch an occafi9n, ran to his 

- father with incredible f wiftnefs, and 
exclaiming-" News, dear father, 
news!'' he arrived at the ftone whereon 
the !hepherd was fitting. 

He was neither lefs furprized, nor 
1efs elated, than his fon, when he 
reflected on the character and-difpo,,. 
fition of the perton, whofe pleafing 
commands he now received with ec-

- ftaf),. He doubted not but the youth 
would be fent to fchool; yet could 
not comprehend what j~urney was 
intended. Ee left the fheep, how­
ever, in care of .a p·erfo~ who was 
roving over the hill, and made th~ 
beft of his way to M rs. VVoodbine. 

She no fooner heard the charrning 
r.e1atio~, than burfting into te~~ . of 
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A MORAL TALE. 2 l 

joy, ihe exclaimed-· '' My prayer is 

'' heard, and my fon will now, with 

" the bleffing of Providence, becon1e 

', a ihining man." 

She cheerfully produced her wheaten 

loaf, and crowned the board with 

fame boiling milk for their breakfaft.; 

while her own heart overflowed in 

praife to her Creator; and, regardlefs 

of food, {he enjoyed a banquet, to 

which the glutton is a t~tal {hanger. 

The wholefome 1neal of the former, 

and the inexpreffible feelings of the 

latter, induces us to leave then1 to 

thei~ own enjoyments till the begin­

ning of another chapter. 

CHAPo 

. ' 
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CI-IAP. III. 

THE PROMISE FULFILLED j A_ JOURNEY i.l 
AND A BOARDING-SCHOOL • . 

AT a quarter before nin~, Mr. Wood-­
bine with his fan departed from th,eh­
cottage, enlivened by the moft faJ1-
guine expectations; for the fhepherd'~ 
w'ife had, during breakfaft, given a~ 
her opinion, that Mr. Laveboy in~ 
tended lo place Charles at a boardiH g­
f chool; and,' therefore, though file 
could not array him in apy finery, fhe 
~ade him both clean and neat, apd 
then, with reiterated marks of affi!c­
tion, yielded _him _ up ro the care of 
the Aln1ighty, firmly believing fo.me 
months at leaft would ela.pfo bef<1re 
£he fhould again behol~ him. 

Charles 

C 

Jl , 
1 eu 

an el 
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Charles followed his father with a 

'( heerful heart to the gentleman's refi­

dence, and quickened his pace as he 

-d1rew nearer to the defired f pot. Upon 

·their arrival, they were uil1ered into 
·an elegant parlour, wherein Mr. Love­

boy was fitti~g, perufing a volume of 

poems, lately publifhed. He laid 

down the book at their ap,proach, and 

accofting the peafant with t:he utmoft 

-affability, told hjm, he muft not be 

f urprized if he defir~d Charles to be 

left t_o his own protection; " For," 

fa.id he, " I have taken a particular 
H faricy to him;· and his converfation 

" this morning has · determined 1ne 

,< ( fhould it n1eet your approbation) to 

" place him at an academy, ten miles 

" diftant fron1 hence. 

" His learning will there be care~ 

" fully 

• 
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24 , THE SHEPHERD'S SON; 

" fully attended ; his morals purified; 
" and his health confidered in-all his 
" recreations. As to the article of 
'' clothes, I will myfelf provide him 
'" with that which is needful; and 
" ihalf rely on his future conduct for a 

" full reward of all my attentions be­
" flowed upon him." 

He then gave his new favourite a 
- letter to, deliver at the fchool; and 
calling a fervant, , he ordered hin1 to 
prepare the horfes, and procee~ ac­
~ording to thofe directions which were 
already given, ,. 

The grateful fhepherd, unable lon­
ger to conceal t!1e violent eµ1otions of 
bis breaft, fell on his knees, and em­
bracing the feet of his worthy bene­
factor, endeavoured (though with 
many fobs), to thank him for· his un-

merited 

meri 

refu 
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merited goodnefs; but Mr .. Loveboy, 

refufing to liften to his own praife, 

gave hi1n half-a-guinea, and bidding 

him carry the news to his wife, he 

politely wiilied him a good morning, 

and retired. 
I 

The parting was affecting, yet 

pleafing, between the old man and 

Charles; the former praying for blef­

fings on his boy, and the latter vowing 

un01aken conftancy to the love of 

virtue, while he clang round the neck 

of his weeping parent, ~nd fondly 

repeated the n1arks of filial attach­

p1ent. 

The you th at laft pronounced an 

affectionate adieu; and the inhabitant 

qf the cottage returned to the partner 

of his foul: but here it is impoffible 

t hat language fhould exprefs the joy, 

c the 
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the gratitude, and adoration to Hea ... · 
ven, which now employed the virtu­
ous couple, whofe fon was thus unex­
peB:edly favoured with the fulfilment 
cf his moft ardent defires; we ihall 
therefore leave them to their own re­
:fletl:ions, and return to the hero of 
our piece. 

He was now difn1i:!fed by his excel .. 
lent friend, _ and purf ued his journey 
on horfeback, with a lighter heart · 
than he ever had enj9yed before. The 
fervant who attended him, endea­
voured to amufe his charge, by point ... 
ing out the n1oft elegant £eats, or the 
greateft Cl:lriofi.ties; and every object 
appeared fo ~aptivating .to our young 
traveller, 'that he fcan.~e knew which 
afforded him the greateft plea[ ure. 

Having rode five 1nile.s, the fervant 
infonned 
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A MORAL TALE. I 27_ 

informed him he might now ftop, 

U· and reft himfelf awhile) till the heat 

x· of the day fhould be abated. They 

nt accordingly diiinounted at a fmall 

II but neat inn, by the road fide; and 

e• having feen the horfes properly at­

of tended, withdrew to a back parlour, 

which, befides the _ convenience of .a 

/. cooling fhade, prefented them with an 

e1 entire prof pea of the garden. 

rt They here regaled then1felves with 

e fo1ne hon1e-breweq ale; and Mr. 

a· Loveboy's fervant drawing from his 

t· pocket a f mall bundle, produced the 

e half of a roafted chicken, whichJ 

a with fome bread provided by the Jand-

g lord, afforded them a who]efome and 

h pleafing repaft. 

Two hours paffed away in the moft 

agreeable manner, when they deemed 

C 2 it 



28 THE SHEPHERD'S SON; 

it time to purfue their journey: the 
reckoning was i1nrnediately difcharged; 
and, remounting their fteeds, they ar­
rived in an hour at the gate of that 
manfion which was now to become the 
abode ~f young Woodbine for a fea­
fon. 

-Having rung the bell, whofe handle . 
W<:lS nearly covered by the bloifoms of 
thofe fhrubs which furrounded it, the 
door was inflantly opened by a young 
gentleman, to whom M·r. Loveboy's 
footman delivered the letter which 
Charles had brought, and waited in 
expectation of an anf wer. They had 
not tarried long, when Mr. Careful, 
the mafler, appeared; and welcoming 
his new fcholar, returned Mr. Love­
boy for anf wer, that he fhould attend 
the orders which he had now received, 

with 
. ' 
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tne 

tu/it 



!e 

f 

J 
0 

h 

J 

• , I 

A MORAL TALE. 29 

with that degree of punctuality which, 

he trufted, would give the higheft fatis• 

faction. 
The fervant returned to his bene'fi-

cent mailer, and Charles was left to 

the care of l1is tutor, and the congra­

tulations of his new aff0ciates; who 

eagerly preffing aroBnd hir11, defired 

to £hew hi111 the fchool-room, which 

was handfome, f pacious, and airy : 

their laws were explained, their regu­

lations defcribed, and their daily courfe 

, of practice f ubmitted to his confide-

ration. 
They next conducted him to their 

bed-chambers, where he was equdly 

f urprized and delighted with the plea­

fing appearance of every article. The 

play-ground and gardens were the , 

fucceeding objects of attention; as 

c 3 was 
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~ ' THE SHEPHERDS SON; 

was alfo a large orchard, where the 
children were often permitted to pur~- . f ue their recreations. . . 

Having furveyed the numerous 
beauties of the premifes, -they were 
fummoned to the hall by the f upper 
bell, which they readily attended , 
and 11aving enjoyed a c~mfortable 

, meal, our hero repeated his ramble 
with his companions, till the aforefaid 
bell invited them in to prayers. They 
a!fembled with cheerfulnefs on the 

·, 

uf ual f pot; and having adored their 
Preferver for the bleffings of the day, 
they retired to their needful repofe for the night, . 

. \ 
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CHAP. IV. 

';I'WO OPPOSITE CHARACTERS;- AN EXCUR,. 

SION; AND A MISFORTUNE. 

FR©M thejuveniie affembly, of which· 

our hero was now become a. member, 

we fhall fingle out two characters, 

who attempted to ga•in his friendfhip 

with equal affiduity; and thefe may 

f uffice as a general defcription _; t~e 

(chooi being pretty nearly divided be­

tween the amiable and difagreeable 

, perf ons who were its prefent inhabi.i­

tan ts. 

Mafter William Froward was by 

birfr. a gentleman; his purfe was fel­

dom low; and his perfon eminently · 

the finefl: in the place; ye,t, with 

the(e adwantages in his favour, he was 

4 ftill 
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ftill very remote from what we term an 
amiable youth. His paffions were 
fl:rong in the extreme; ·and thoµgh he 
was often tenderly warned by· his tu­
tor .to f uhdue their frequent rifings, 

· which rendered hin1 miferable in him­
felf, and utterly contemptible to bis 
acqu_a:intance, fuch was the obftinacy 
of his temp~r, that ( difdaining f uch 
excellent advice), he refolv'd t0 purfue 
his own courfe, whatever might be 
the confequence; which, the reader 
wiH foon find, plunged him jn dif­
trefs, and overwhelmed him with 
grie[ _ . 

We 1nuft now quit our ob~ervati?ns 
on this pupil, to fu'rvey the· portrait of 

· one, who ( though by far his inferior 
in birth and circumftances ), certainly 
eclipfed him in the eftimation of his 

. mafter, 
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mafter, ·and the unprejudiced opinion · 

of every judicious obferver. 

J ofeph Pla,id was the fon of a 

poor but honeft couple, who had 

died about two years before he was 

placecl in the academy; but Mr. , 

Loveboy (hearing of tbe diftreffed 

condition in which their child was left, 

and finding that a mercilefs relation 

intended to turn him out either to 

famine, or the workhoufe), with his 

wonted generofity fupplied hin1 with 

requifite cl-ppcJ,rel, and then placed him 

under t~e tuition of Mr. Careful, who 

received him as kindly, and tre~~ed 

hin) as tenderly, as though he had 

been of noble extraction; it being 

his favourite maxim, that" Our fp1il~s 

were n1oft needful wher~ rdentlefs for­

tune frowned.'' 
In 
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In this fituation the orphan began 
. - his courfe of learning, and by unwea­

ried· application, foon obtained that 
applaufe which was rea~ily beftowed 
on the induftri?us yet una~uming 
candidate. -

Thus he proceeded, till his abilities 
bega!l to iliine with a fuperior luftre 
among his co~panions, al)d he was 
now equal to th~ performance of any' 
ex~rnife which was prefcribed for Maf­
ter Froward. 

This was an attainment which the­
haughty fpirit of that gentleman could 
by -no means brook; he therefore con­
ftantly endeavoured, by every 1ne­
thod, to involve poor Jofeph in diffi­
culties, or engage him in quarrels. 

All his fchemes, however, proved 
abortive; for the object of his hatred 

never 
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never undertook any thing which had 

the leaft tendency to 1nifcbief; and as 

to thofe brawls, which fo often difturb 

the mind of youth, he obferved they 

were degrading in themfelves, and far 

beneath any child that was born .in a 

chriftian land, or received any {hare 

of a polite education. In {hort, as · 

Froward was loud, wilful, and aifutn­

ing confequence upon every occafion, 

Placid was mild, bumble, and inof­

fenfive: yet let not my readers from 

hence infer, hat he had any tinge of 

the coward in his difpofition, or that 

he was incapable of defending or con­

futing an a-rgument; but we 1nufr 

make a di{bncrion between an argu­

ment and a quarrel; the former of 

which is often ufeful, the latter always 

fenfelefs and difgufting. And her~ 
let 



let it be obferved, " The youth of 

fpirit will exert' himfelf in difpute 

only, when morality; or injured inno­

cence, demands it, of him: neither 

then will he wage unequal war with 

fome contemptible being who is below:· 

hint; but ftanding fecure on the foun­

dation of his own virtue, will boldly 

accufe the cri~es of his equals or fupe­

periors, cind ftrike the {haft of convic­

tion to their (hith~rto un~nlightened) 
breaits.'~ · ·· 

Thefe charad:et's, we have already 

obferved, endeavoured to obtain the .. 
confidence of young Woodbine; but 

as Marter Froward ~oqld not ~onceal 

his four difpofition, even upon this 

occafi0n, he told Placid, in a f urly 

manner, to walk about his bufinefs, 

for he wanted none of his company~ 
n~ither 

• I 
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neither did the new fcholar, he was 

well a.if ured. 
To this rough ad_drefs Jofeph re­

plied, that he thought himfelf equally 

a.t liberty with any other perfon, either 

to retire, or attend upon their new af­

f ociate ; and if Mafter Charles ( added. 

he) is not difpleafed with 1nycompany, 

I ihall be happy to take a walk with him 

till the clofe of the evening. Froward 

turned himfelf upon his heel, and , 

muttered a threat as he withdrew: but 

at this infta.nt Mr. Careful entered 

the play-ground, and thus addreifed 

his collected charge :-

" The ferenity of the weather, and 

" the fragrance of the new~mown 
I\ 

1 
, " hay, i,nvite you, my children, to 

" tafte thofe bleffings which boun­

" teous Nature offers to your accept .. 

l> " ance .. 



· " ·ance. To this invi_tation, I now 
" add my penniffion for you · to 
', ftr01I over the neighbouring mea­
,, dows for the fpace cl an hour; but 
" remen1ber not to exceed that time; 

· " neith.er run into danger, nor become 
" the perpetrators of any evil action." 

vVith · thefe .words ·he retired, and 
left the pupils to purfue their . walk. 
After a variety of incidents, too tri-

_vial to relate, a bird's neft was• dif­
c6vered upon. the uppennoft branch of 
an old tree, to which Mafter Froward 
declared he would afc~nd, and feize 
upon it as his legal ·prbper~y, himfelf 
being the fenior of the company. 

Fro1n this refolution Placid endea­
voured to divert him, by reprefenting 

, it as an arbitrary act of cruelty, to 
<lepri ~e a- poor defenc~lefs mo~her of 

her 
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her little family; but as this obferva­
tion was merely the object of his con­
temptuous ridicule., vV·oodbine hoped 
to diffuade him from this fooli{b at:.. 

, ' 
-tempt, by reprefonting the danger 
which n1ight probably attend the 
climbing a tree which was evidently 
going to decay. To thefe friendly 
admonitions Froward replied, with a 
difdainful countenance, that he was 
neither fuch a fool 1lor coward as fome 

f folks; and pofirively affirmed, he both 
1nuft~ and would, obtain the neft. 

He immediately afcended to the 
refidence of the feathered f ongfter; 
but juft as he extended his hand to 
grafp its moffy bed, his foot being 
placed upon an unfound bran~b, it 
inftantly gave way, and down he fell 

f ;p i headlong, 
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I • 

headlong, to the terror of eac;h be-
hold er. 

As he did not appear to breathe; 
and the blood .J"ah plentifully from 
his head and noft;r~ls, th~ whole train 
,of . boys (Placid and Woodbine . -ex• 
cepted ;, ran back to the fchool in the 
utmoft confternatiop, exclaiming ve­
hemently, " He's ,killed! He's killed! 
He9s killed!': , 

, , , 

. ,, 

' . " · 
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Cl-IAP. V. 

THE RETURN j REPENTANCE j AND SALU. 

TARY G:OlJNSEL. 
I 

MR. Caref~l was opening the door 

whjch led to the lawn, when Placid 

and Woodbine appeared f upporting 

the blee.ding body of the adventurous 

youth, which feemed to require the 

utmoft exertion of their ftrength to 

convey it to the houfe . 

. He inftantly ran to their affiftance; 

and taking the unfortunate fcholar in 

his arms, enquired by what means the 

accident was received; and difpatch~d 

a fervant to procure a f urgeon from the 

adjacent town. A gentleman was ac­

,ordingly brought, whofe abilities 

P 3 were 
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were juftly applauded; and whofe hu-
inanity was extenfively experienced. 

. , He no fooner examined his young 
patient, (who was now laid upon his 
bed,) than he pronounced the wound 
of fmall confeqllence; and obferved, 
t~at he was merely faint from lofs of " 
blood. (( no 

Some remedies having been applied, 
and a cordial pouted into the ·lips of 
the unhappy fufferer, he opened his "op 

I eyes, arid began to regain the ufe of (( ft en 

~ I his fenfes. 
,I' 

. 
His attention was now engag~d by I (( 

11is two companions, who were hanging 
over him with the tendereft concern, 
and .~eeping plentifully at the idea of 
his f ufferings. (1 I 

His· heart was vifib1y affected by 
ate 

"ed, 
their diftrefs; and it feen1s that . re- (f 

pent~nc~ ai·e 

# ··-· - - · --

I • 
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pentance at ]aft found a feat within · 

his bofom; for he pathetically ex­
claimed-" 0 n1y dear friends ! Is it 
" poffible you can thus f orrow for o~ 

" who fcorned your advice, and 

" treated you with difdain ? 
" Had I liftened to your perf ua • 

'' fions, I might now have been in 

" health, and completely happy; but 

" I was too conceited to yield to your 

" opinions, and now endure my pre• 

" fent agony, as a juft reward of my 

" pride and folly.--0 that I had 

" never attempted to rob the harm­

" Iefs bird of its young, nor ever 

" climbed that unfortunate tree ! 

" Alas ! my wifhes are formed too 

" late; and that mifery is now inflict­

" ed, which then I might fo eafily 

" have e[caped. 

" My I 
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" My poor head is quite diftracted, 
· " fo that I fcarcely know one fentence 

'' which I ~tter; but )f _H ·eaven 
" fhould pl~afe to reftore me again, 
" indeed, indeed, tny excellent com­
" paniqns., I will love you both with _ 
• t'he moft ardent aff~ction, and {hive 
"" to win the friendfhip _of the ·virtu-
" ous, and thofe alone." , 

To thefe expreffions they returned him 
the moft foothing anf wers; and kindly 

· aif ured him of their forgivenefs for 
• his · paft errors, and their unr~mitting 
care of, and· wi(bes for, his -welfare in 
future. -

The furgeori then informed them 
it would be pr~per to retire, that his 

· patient might endeavour to obtain 
fon1e repofe-, 

The hint was imn:iediately taken; 
arid 

I( 
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and they all were quitting the room, 

when Mr. Careful took one morefur­

vey of the in~alid, and thus delivered 

his thoughts before he left him :-_ 

" I am extremely f orry, Mafter 

" Froward, for the n1isfortune which 

" has now confined you to your chain­

" ber; yet I fincerely hope it will, in 

" the end, prove of the n1oft effential 

" fervice; as it muft fi1ew you the 

'' indifcretion and obfrinacy of which 

" you have proved yourfelf guilty, by 
" rufhing forwards in n1ifchief, when 

" kindly perf uaded to the contrary. 

" Indeed, the fact you was engaged to 

" perform, was one of the cruelleft 

" ( if not a finful) kind : for if you 
" jufily confider what trouble a poor 

e, little bird muft take before its neft 

" can be completed, the materials of 

" which 



'' which are _pai1ffully collecled .by a 
'~ fingle fiick or fe;1ther at a ti1ne; 
'' how carefully ,(he lines it fbr the 
." warmth of her helplefs little one~; 
~' and how attentively !he regards 
~,, their· fafety till they are enabled to 
" fhift for themfelve5 : when you 
" reflect ferioufly upon thefe things, 
" · I afk. y,ou what you fuppofe lhe muft 

' . 
~r feel, whet?- returning with her load 
~' of provifion Jron1 the .adjacent field 
~' ' or_ village, fhe finds the fbady bufh, 

-f' or the obfcure branch of her favour• · 
" -ite tree, defpoiled of h~r neft and 
" young, by the . rtlde hand of fom~ 
'' unfeeling boy, who, unmov'd by · 
" her lamentations, exult~ with rap• 
" ture over his prize ? 

" 0 _Mafter Froward, let this ob­
u fervation fink ~eeply in ym.u mind, 

" ,aQd ,, 
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" and let your prefent affiicl:ion _prove 
" a conftant warning to withhold your 
" . hand, if ever you-fhould be tempt-­
" ed to con1mit fo barbaroma an act 
" again." 

" Indeed, Sir, I never will," ex­
clai~ed the weeping youth ; " my 
" heart is too 1nuch affecl:ed at the idea. 
" of their f ufferings: and lhould I 
" ever trouble myfelf on fuch an ac­
" count again, it il1all be in defence 
" of thofe hannlefs Cfeatures, whom 
" I can no more endure to J ee in­
" JU red." 

" I hope you are in earnefl:," re­
joined his preceptor, " and ' I {hall 
" no~ leave you to your repofe; but 
" reme1nber . (before you clofe your 
" eyes in ileep) to implore the par­
" don of your lVIaker for your folly; 

"and 
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" and while you pray for the refto­

'' ration of your health, offer a pe­
" titian for the fincer-ity of your re­
"- 'pentance.'' 

Mr. Careful, with the furgeon, now 

withdrew, and left the 'Unfortunate 

rambler to .his own reflections. · 

Cll.1.P~ 
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CJ-IAP. VI. 

A RECOVERY; A RAMBLE; AND AN ACT 6F 

CHARITY. . 

THE fun had juft rifen over the ad­

jacent hills, and began to dart his in­

vigoraf ng beams through the curtains 

of Mafter Froward's chamber, when 

V\T oodbine and Placid approached h~s 

bed, and enquired with the tendereft 

anxiety concerning his repofe. He 
informed them he had enjoyed an un..­

interrupted flun1ber, and found him­
ftlf fo far recovered, that (if his mafter 

would permit) he il1ould wifh to rife 

and take a little walk in the afternoon, 

as he thought the air 1night prove be­

neficial to him. Placid inftantiy tan 

to inform the tutor refpecl:ing this de-

E lire, 
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fire, and fpeedily returned with µer­
miffion for the invalid to ,come from 
his room, provided the exertion fhould 
not appear to fatigue him. 

I 

His friends now affifted him to 
dtefs, and careful1y conducted him to 
a little parl9ur, which Mr. Careful ap­
propriated to the purpofes of a fiudy. 

It was fituated at the back of. the . -houfe, commanding the entire pro-
fpecl: of a beautiful garden. Ifs win­
d0\.-,·s .\.vere furrounded with clufl.:ers of 
honey-fuckles ent~ined amidfl the 
fpreading jdfamine, and the g::iy af­
femblage of flowers which enamefled 
the borders -regaled the fenfe, and 
charmed the eye of each beholder. 
Within the room appeared a collection 
of the moft val_uable and well-chofen 
qooks, which, with 

/ 

a microfcope, 

glob-..s., 
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globe~,. and haipfichord, offered alter­

nate amufement and jnftruction to 

every welcome guefl. In this fweet 

retirement Maner Froward was amufed 

by his kind companion Placid (who 

having received fome rr1ufical leffon~ 

from Mr. Careful) undertook to _divert 

him till breakfafl, with playing on the 

inftrume nt be:ore mentioned. 

After perfc t"rn1 '.' g feveral pieces to 

the fatist· ction of t1is juvenile friends, 

he began to fi nger an air, which ap­

pe~red adapted to one of Woodbine's 

poet ical corripnfitions, who requefring 

' pernJ iffion t accompany the mufic, 

fang the ollcwmg lines : 

Sequefl:er'd from noife, in the humble retreat, 

Where fhepherds recline on the ground, 

The children of vir tue feli city gr~et, 

Jtnd paradife btofioms around. 

l!. 2 
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No fcenes of affi iEt ion, no terrible news, 
T he f-.-.reets of contentment remove ; 

Bu t ze phyrs am brori al their odour!! diffofe, 
\Vhile mulic enlivens the grove. 

A rou nd their kind man:er, the wandering flock 
vVind carelefsly over the h ill, 

Or follow the kids to the cliit of the rock,. 
And drink from the murmuring rill. 

Whil!t: blefl: in each other,_ their owners enjoy 
Each pleafu re which nature beftows, 

In praife to their M aker the day they employ, 
And thank tully fink to repofe. 

• I 

Mafter Froward was returning his · 
warmeft thank.? to Charles for his fong, 
when a fervant entered the room with 
the tea equipage; as IVlr. Careful had 
kindly permitted the invalid and his 
aifociates to breakfaft at his own 
table. 

The 
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l"he refrefhment concluaed, Wood- -

bine and Placid retired to their ftudies 

while Froward was left to employ his 

time as he thought prop~r; which_ he 

accordingly devoted to reading and 

falutary reflections. 
The dinner-bell was hailed as ufua.l 

with a general fmiie, and its provifion 

crowned - with decency and thank ful­

nefs. The fcholaflic hours aga:n roJl .. 

ed fweetlyon; and fober Evening or,ce 

more chea:-ed the pla·n w;th ber re­

fre!bing breezes, wlwn P!,1.ci-.1 reminc ..­

ed his preceptor of the wiili eYpr"fied 

by the young adventurer in th~ morn--
. 
1ng. 

They accordi ngl1 CT ro1 >-1 in the -ad­

joining n1eadovvs ' .' t1 1 ir mafler's 

penniilion) and Froward was alternate­

ly f upported by the rcr\dy arn1s of his 
con1pa-
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companions. The fky- -was ferenely 
beautiful;, the verdant lawn, delight­
fully overfpread · with · the beauteous · 
cowflip and unauum-ing dairy, refrefh­

ed the wa.ndering eye, w bile the foft 
n1elody-of the b irds, in the thick foliage 
of the bufhe's,- gave a higber relifh to 
the enjoyment qf the. rural fcene. 

They had not pro'ceeded above half 
a mile, when · afcending a gate which 
led to a neigb bouring field, they be­

, held (in a dry ditch overgrown with 
grafs) an objecl, which infiantly fixed 
their hitherto roving attention. 

An aged man, whofe whitened locks· 

proclaimed his vener~ble age, Jay re­
clined upon his elbow, and gazing; 
wiftfolly aro1:3nd him, wnilft the guG1-
. .in~ tears b~dewed his furrowed cheek, , 

and 

----···· 
' 
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and de[cended in a copious {bower on 

his ancient breaft. 

Raifing himfelf gently from this 

pofitiou, he threw himfelf on his 

knees, and lif ing his trembling hands 

to heaven, exclai1ned - " Eternal 

" Source of light and immortality,who 

', knoweft my fituation, pity and re­

" lieve the f orrows of a poor old man, 

~' or at leaft receive this wounded f pi1;it 

'' to thyfelf, and let the earth afford a 

'' peaceful f pot to the cold remains 

" of my unfortunate frame.'' 

His heart feemed too full to pro­

ceed, and he funk overwhelmed with 

f orrow on the bank. 

The obferving fch0lars imn1ediately 

went towards him; and Woodbine, 

(wiping from his face the drops of ten-­

dernefs which-. the :(hanger's ejacula-

4 tion 
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. tion had drawn forth) t-hus addreifed hi111-

" Pardon, Sir, the freedom of my- frelli " felf and companions, who have thus H ·U 
prefumed to approach you, and whp I full " cannot refifl the itnpulfe of our mu-

'" tual defire ·to hear the caufe of. your 
" pathetic lamentations.'' 

to " Alas! my good gentlemen,'' re- tend , joined the fon of affiitlion_, " I am very 
Ill~ " faint, nor do I kn9w wheth~r I ·have h~ - " fir~ngth to fatisfy your c-uriofity, for 
" '' I have not tafted food ·fince yefter-

cried I " day_mornin~." -
((tno Placid, without making any reply, 

I turn 1
nfiantly drew from his poc~et a white 

, cc handkerchief, containing a little loaf 
(( 

0 ! 
. and two prints of_ butter, with which 

t, all 
I 

}1is miftrefs had prefented him in the 
Tn 

I 

I a.ft~rnoon, that he might treat his 
lne I 

5 compa-
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companions_ with an unexpecred re­

frefhment before their return. 

He fpread the handkerchief care­

fully on the grafs, and laying out his 

little _ftock of provifions ip. the beft 

order, earneftly intreated_ the !hanger 

to accept a trifle, which (though in­

tended for his friends amufement) 

might, in f ome degree, be ufeful to 

his neceffity. 

" Father of love, I thank thee !" 

cried the ancient mourner ; '' I find 

c, thou .. aft ·not yet forgotten me." Then 

turning his eye · on the juvcn=le donor 

-" May Heaven reward thee, gener-

" ous boy," faid he, " and [mile oh . 

" aU thy future acrions ! " 

The fcene beca1n e too affecring, and 

the youths withdrew, · while the 0ld 

gentleman 
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gentleman endeavoured to fatisfy the 
repeated .calls of hunger. 

At this infl:ant Lucy, the milk-maid, 
came · tripping along with her paiJa. 
Woodbin~ immediately informed her 
of his adventure, and earnefl:1y requefi:ed 
a cup of milk for the !hanger; lhe ac­
cordingly 'filled a tin 1neafure for that 
purpofe, and away he ran to the 
thankful man, whofe tears alone pro-
c]ai1ned his gratitude. · 

~ Lucy proceeded homewards; and 
the boys .furrounding the object of 
their charity, again requefl:ed the re- . 
cital, which our readers may find ia 
the followin~ chapter, , 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

THE STRANGER'S HISTORY j AND THE 
YOUTH'S ~ETUkN, 

IN my early days I enjoyed· the fmiles 
of fortune, and 1ny fituation was com­
fortable till about ten years ago, 

when I was involved _in mifery by the 

death of an affectionate brother, who 

had hitherto liberally fupported and 
affifted all my undertakings. 

He was no f ooner conveyed to the 
filent tbn1b, than I left the country 
with a diftra.B:ed n1ind, aRd went on 
board a veifel which was bound for 
the Indies. vVe failed with a prof­
perous gale for fome time _; but at 

length a fatal ftorn1 arofe, by which 
the il1ip was beaten fo violently, that 

every 
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every one found it would be impoffible 
to fave her. 

The only reflection which now en-
, I ' 

' .groffed our attention, was that of pro-
viding for our ?~n fafety, and on this 
fubject- we racked our though.ts in 

fome 

for I 
rurfel 

fmal\ 

H 
vain, fince no method appeared by fuofi 

which we 111ight hope for deliverance. tne fi 
.J\t length the dreaded moment ar- fo,,,bi 

rived, when the veffel ftruck upon a forth 
rock, and fell to pieces. viden 

The piercing fcreams of the wretch- place 
ed f offerers were now heard above the ta~~ 
dire confufion of the elements, tho_ ugh ' 

lll)'Q 
the 1ky was iliaken by the n1oft tre- had to 
mendous peals of thunder, and the ' 
vivid fheet,S of lightning were awful be­
yemd defcription. 

I now fell with n1y comrades into 
the bofon1 of the roaring ocean, an~ 

after 
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after refifting the fury -0f the waves for 
fome time, I i~agine that I fainted, 
for I remember no more till I found 

n1yfelf on a rock, which overlooked a. 
fmall but beautiful ifland. 

Here I remained for fix n1onths, 
f ubfifting on the roots and fruits of 
the field, and occafionally taking a 
few birds by traps, which I prepared 
for them. At length, however, Pro­
viden·ce directed a fhip to pafs the 
place of my folitary abode, and I ob­

tained a paffage to England. Bu~, 0 
.my dear gentlemen ! as the fhipwreck 

had totally ruined me, by burying all 
my property in the depths of the fea, 

my return was of little ufe to me. 
Alas! dear Sirs, how £hall ~ exprefs 

.what I felt, when, on my return to the 

place of my nativity, I found my only re-
p. lation 
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lati-on was dead, and my countrymen 
forgetful and eftranged from me. 

No pitying friend vouchfafed a ten­
der word; no~har~table · neighbour of­
fered me his affiftance-; but, finding 
me poor, they all withdrew their no­
tice, and left me· to tne horrors of the 
blackeft defpair. 

I left the fcenes of forn1er pleafures 
with a burfting heart, and was _driv_en 
to that extremity, through hunger, 
age, and infirn1ity, that I was obliged 
to implore compaffion from the paffing 
traveller, or folicit an alms at the abode 
of luxury, from whence I feldo1n re­
ceived any thing but the moft unfeel­
ing reproaches. Yeft~rday proving en­
tirely unf uccefsful, · I began to yield 
myfelf a prey to comruete defpond.­
ency,,; and from the clamours of a dif- -
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regarded hunger~ and the overwhelm­
ing anguifh of my foul, arofe the ex .. 
clamation which lately arrefl:ed your 
attention, and drew frotn your eyes 
the charming tear of fenfibility. 

So complete an outcaft as myfelf 
can offer no return of gratitude worthy 
your acceptance; yet fi1all a prayer for 
your ceafelefs profperity afcend to hea­
ven each day, that Providence fhall yet 
allot to an unhappy man, whofe faint­
ing heart revived beneath the influence 
of your timely generofity. 

The mendicant bowed humbly at 
this clo[e of his narration, and putting 
on his h~t, which hitherto he had held 
in his hand, purf ued his journey, while 
his youthful auditors reflected with 
aftonifhn1ent on his undeferved affiic .. 
tJops. , 

The 
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The day,. however, . beginning to 

· decline, they returned to the fchool, 

n1aking fuitable remarks . on the oc­

currences of the evening; and to apo• 

logize for their delay, they related 

~their little adventure to the tutor, 

from whom they received the warmeft 
I 

applaufe. 

, They now adjourned to the fchool-

. room, there to parta.ke of thofe whole­

fome refrelhments which crowned the 

table; after ~hich they retired to re­

pofe, with the matchlefs pleaf ure , of 

reflecting on thofe actions which ap­

peared confiftent with the dicl:ates of 

virtue, and well plea.fing to their ado-:­

rable Creator. 
· 1 
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CJ-IAP. VIII. 

THE JUBILEE. 

THREE months had now pa:!fed in a 

conftant flow of pleaf ure, fince the laft 

adventure recited in the foregoing 

chapter, when Mr. Careful informed 

his pupils that the ne~t day would 

bring a return of the jubilee; a tin1e 

which was eagerly expected by the 

juniors, and enjoyed with the fincereft 

9elight by the whole fchool.- To de-. 

fcripe this fcene of feftivity, with the 

cµftoms thereir. obferved, is cur pre 

- f.ent intention, and to which we now 

folicit the attention of our readers. 

This feftival was firft inftituted by 

Mr. Loy~boy, as a day of univerfal 

f 3 relaxati00i 

.. 
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relaxation and hilarity to tho(e youths 
- who received their learning from his 

bounty. 
' Mr. Careful, who, as we have 
already obferved, was ever ftudious 
to promote the fatisfacl:ion of his 
fcholars, kindly extended the privilege 
of this holiday to all who were placed 
beneath his care; and thus four times 
in a year the manfions of literatl.lre re­
founded with harmlefs mirth and joy­
ous exclamations. 

Our young hero was retiring with 
his companions to their chamber, when 
they received the welcome news, and 
each reclined on his pillow in expecl:a­
tion of the rifing fun. 

·At Jength the morning broke, and 
fhed its' radi3:nt glories over the vil­
lage, wheQ Placid and W qodbine were 

arou~d 

and 

A11· 

1'b~fo 
1'il! 

tich lli 
,\~Q 
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aroufed by the ~)und of two clarinets, 
' 

which, accompanied by a French horn, 

poured forth the fweeteft founds of 

harmony. 
They inftantly quitted .their bed, 

and began to drefs, when a muficaJ 

voice, acc01npanied by the inftruments; 

addre!fed them in the following man-

ner:-

By Phcebus invited, from !lumber arife, 

Come forth at the foun<l of the ·horn ; 

His beams are diffus'd thro' the opening Odes, 

And {hine on the jubilee morn. 

Cpme, dance to the mufic, come frolic and play, 

No fh1dy your thoughts !hall e11chain ; 

But pleafure {hall fmile thro' the courfe of the 

day, 
As you joyfully bound o'er the plain. 

The fong {hall be heard, and the tale {hall be told,, 

Till 1augijiug you roll on the ground; 

Each moment frefh fcenes of delight fhall unfold, . -

And innocent wit !hall a"bound. 
Then 
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' 
I 

Then rife at the fummons, and quickly attend 
The voice of your mafter fa kind ; 

Who, joining the wi{h of his honoured friend, 
.Proclaims areleafe to the mind, 

. The fong being concluded, our 
young friends (having firft performed 
their morning devotion) ran to the 
hall, where they found the family af­
fembling as fpe~dily as poffible. , The 
number being perfected, they. faun­
tered out to the adjoining lc1iwn, where 
a fpacious tent was fixed for their ac ... 
commodation, and a pl~ntiful break­
faft of tea and roVs provided, of which 
they partook wiih the greatefl: flow of 
fpirits; while the muficians retired to 
the bank of an adjacent river, and from 
thence entertained then1 with fevetal 

_ pieces, well calculated to improve the 
hilarity of the prefent moment. 
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Breakfaft concluded, the gentlemen 

began to dif perfe in little parties of 

amufement, fome chufing one f pecies 

of diverfion, and others preferring an­

other; till the clock ftruck ten; when 

they again affen1bled, to prepare for 

a ramble through the adjoining vil-

lages. 
e Accordingly, having received their 

needful inftrudions from the tutor~ 

they began their proceffion in the fol-

lowing manner-
Two clarinets; two fenior pupils, 

f upporting large colours, beautifully 

adorned with emblematic figures ; 

, twelve boys walking in pairs ; a pair 

of globes, f upported by the feniors of 

a different clars, and followed by twelve 

fcholars, and two youtl s f U}-porting 

blue flags embroidered with filver,-with 
the 
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the twelve remaining children, com­
pleted the fchool; Mr. Careful, with 
a neighbouring gentleman; a flute and 
French horn; and, to clofe the whole, 
a fervant fupporting a large flag bear­
ing the title of the academy. 

The dreffes of the boys were fimply 
. elegant in th:mfelves, to which were 
added a light blue fa(h and ribon in 
the hat, infcribed with golden letters, 
according to the ftation !hey held in 
the fchool; and from the breafts of 
the foremoft were fuf pended beautiful 
filver medaJs, given by Mr. Loveboy 
as a reward of m~rit on ~ p9-rticul~r 
occafion. 

In this orde·r they patfed through 
the rural abodes of th<=; villag~rs, who 
welcomed · them with the loudeft ac­
clamations; and this ~pplaufe they re-

. cejved 
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m• ceived till they returned to the ho[ pi­

table feat of the academy~ where they 

again -amufed themfelves, according 

to their feveral fancies, till the bell 

f ummoned them to dinner, at which 

good fenfe prefided-, and the bleffings 

of Providence were gratefullyreceived. 

re -

ID 

., 
n 

The remainder of the day was de-

voted to finging, dancing, and rejoic­

ing, and the evening was concluded 

with the illumination of the gardens, 

and a brilliant di[ play of fire.works. 

Thus ended the jub-ilee, to the ho- . 

nour of its founder, al)d the inexpref­

fible fatisfaB:ion of the pupils, who 

retired tranf ported with the pleaf ures 

of the day. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

A VISITOR; A LETTER; AND REMOVAL. 

THE cloth was juft fpread for break­
faft, at which th€ delighted y~uths 
were chearfully affembling, when a 
horfeman came to the door, and dif­
mounting, rang the bell. 

A general [ urprize immediately took 
place ~efpecring the vifitor, as who it 
could be, to whom he can:ie, &c. but 
every doubt was eafily refolved, when, 
on his entering the room, he informed 
the boys that he wifhed t-0 fpeak with 
their preceptor. 

Mr. Careful immediately ~ttended 
the f ummons, and requefted the fl.ran­
ger to reveal his bufinefs, as he had not 

the 
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the honour to be acquainted with him, 

neither could he yet tell to what he muft 

,afcribe the favour of fo early a vifit. 

The traveller replied, " I am an in_ 

" timate friend of Mr. Loveboy., who, 

" I believe, has fame connec1:ions with 

" this fen1inary, and by his requeft I 
a " have brought you a letter refpecting 

1: " one of the pupils. 
" To fulfil his defire, I difiurbed ► 

" you at fo early an hour, but I pre"" 

it " [ ume the occafion will offer a f uffi­

" cient apology." 

It was impoffible to let the friend 

of Mr. Loveboy re1nain ftanding. Se­

veral boys immediately ran for a chair, 

and nearly overthrew each other in 

their trials to obtain the honour of 

accommodating the ftranger. Such 

love and unfeigned v~neration w~ paid 

G by 
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by the fcholars to the nari1e of their 
affectionate patron. 

The gentleman~having i·eceived the 
µfual compliments, and being (eated 
in his chair, waited in filence an an­
fwer to the letter which occafioned his 
arrival. 

Mr. Careful, afrer perufing the con­
tents himfe!f,demanded attt_ntion from 
the fchool, while he read as follows : 

. 
DEAR SIR, 

I hope on the return of my friend, 
to hear an agreeable cha~act:er of the 
little folks _entruffed to your care, 
which I flatter myfelf they will labour 
to obtain. Your laft letter having 
defcribed the improvements of Ch~rles 
\Voodbine fo much to my fatisfa.Etion, 
I mufi rcq.ueft you to fend him to my 
· houfe 

I 

have 

rural 

oiaffi 

It 
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houfe in the courfe of the day, as I 

believe I (hall now be able to perfonn 

an eifential act of friend01ip towards 

him, and ( provided he continues 

fteady and attentive) he 11:ay probably 

have caufe to blefs the day when · his 

rural fong awakened my attention, and 

biaifed my inclinations in his favour. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Your fincere friend, 

T. LovEBOY. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the 

fenfations of the little audit ors on 

hearing the contents of this letter o 

Woodbine was fo truly beloved by 

every buy in the fchool, that every 

one was ready to burft into tears at the 

idea of lofing him, nor was he leis 

affetled himfelf; but, recollecting rhe 

G 2 obligations 
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obligations which he Jay under to 1v1r. 
Loveboy, he reftrained the trembling 
drop of fo rrow, and politely afJured 

- . his tutor t!l.at he would prepare for his 
rem0val ·whenever he w~s pleafed to I 

command him. 

The firanger was n~Yw pre:ffed to 
partake of the breakfafl:, but he ex­
cufed himfelf, by obferving, he had 
farther to go, and 1nuft reach the 
pl2.ce of his deftination , by a particular 
hour. 

Having, therefore, received the 
warmefi wifhes that his journey might 
prove an agreeable one, he remounted 
his horfe and ~,as out of fight in a 
minute., · ,iW, .. 

l\!Ir.: ---ful withdr-ew to his ftudy, 
and br~{kfaft was ferved up to the 
fcholats, but their appetite was con­

fiderably 

all at 
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fiderably damped by the melancholy 

information which they had juft re­

ceived; in8:ead therefore of being 

eagerly attentive to their morning 

allowance, they were ~11 bufied in loa~­

ing Charles with care:!fes, and invent­

ing little marks of frie!].diliip, by 

which they might he reme1nbered by 
him when he was abfent. 

The hours of ftudy returned, which ~ 

all attended except Placid, who was 

permitted to attend his friend, and 

affi8: him in packing up thofe articles 

which were to be removed. 

This taik. was performed wi,th many 

fighs and tears on the p-art of Placid, 

whofe little heart was neatiiproken by 

the excefs of his affiiB:ion. -. -. 
· Charles, whofe tender nature could · 

not bear to fee the diftrefs of his 

G 3 friend, 
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frie1id, took him tenderly by 'the hand 
and begged him to foothe _a (arrow 
which muft prS)ve unavailfng~ ·;and ra­
ther truft in Heaven for the arrival of 

· that day when they 1night ,m~et (as 
he hoped would be the cafe)· ~ithout 
the neceffity of- parting more. 

At -length the dreaded m0ment 
came· wherein our hero was obliged to 
~bid adieu to. t11e delightful plea{ ures 
of -the feat of literature, and .the more 
valuable compai1y of his ~ffectionate 

. ' compan10ns. 
. ,, .) . ; 

A fervant waited at the door with 
norfes to convey him frorn this little 
p arad1fe; ar:id though his bofom was 
reqt with the dc€peft forrow at the 
thoughts of his removal, he he_[it~ted 
not a rnom~nt to :perform the-willi of 
his ge_ner0us benefactor; wip~ the 

' · 
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tear which guihed unbidden from his 

eye, he entered the parlour to receive 

a kind farewell fro1n his mafter and 

n1iftrefs, which was given in the ten­

dereft manner, intermixed with the 

moft folemn benedictions; while his 

affociates clung round his neck with 

inexpreffible fondnefs, or graf ped his 

hand with the ardour of youthful en­

thufiafm. Completely overcome with 

the moving fcene, he exclaimed aloud 

" -May Heaven reward and blefs you 

" all;" then bowing ref pecrfully to 

his tutor and Mrs. Careful, he added 

-" Words are too poor to exprefs 

" thofe grateful fentirnen ts which 

" your utnerited attentions have in­

H delibly irnpreffed on my hea·rt, but 

(( an all gracious ProvidenGe, I truft, 

~, will crown you with abundant feli-

" city, 
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" city, and if ~he petitions of. [uch a 
" youth niay h?pe for effect, Il)ine 
" !hall b~ offered as a daily facrifice 
'' on your accoun.t." He left the 
room with flowing e.yes, and vaulting 
irito the faddle, waved his handker­
chief and departed . 
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CH .. 1.P. X. , 

THE PROPOSAL; GRATITUDE i AND A SCENE1 

OF AFFECTION. 
, 

THE fervant on his arrival at Mr. 

Loveboy's, went immediately to in­

forn1 that gentleman that his young 

vifitor was arrived. He accordingly 

expreifed himfelf highly fatisfied with 

the expedition ufed at his requeft, 

and defired that Charles might be in­

troduced. 

He was accordingly con<lucred to 

'the prefence of his benefactor, whom 

he found feated in a beautiful alcove 
✓ 

at the upper end of the garden. 

After the ufual compliments preli­

minary to converfation, "vVoodbine re­

f pecrfully 
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fpecrfully offered. bis warrneft tribute 
of thankfulnefs for thofe invaluable 
bleffings which he had already receiv­
ed; and then waited in filence for the 
occafion of his removal, which, after 
various· -queftions refpecring the aca-

- demy, his worthy patron thus ex­
plained. 
· " I have endeavoured hitherto to. 

" fulfil your wifh of learning f uch 
" things as w<;re f uitable to your years 
'' and underflanding, but as I have 
'' now an opportunity of putting you 
" forward in a way, which (with -the 
" bldfing of Providence) may raife 
" you to a n1ore exalted fituation than 
" you had ever reafon to expect, I 
" ,think if a duty incumbent on me, 
" tQ make you a propofal, which ( i_f 
" accepted) I l~ope will prove of ef-

" fential 
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" fential benefit to you, and yield 
.,, 1nyfelf the higheft fatisfacrion. 

" An acquaintance of mine, who 

" intends making a voyage to the 

" ,¥eft Indies, willies to be accom­

" panied by a youth of genteel addrefs 

" and good education, who[e fole 

" employ will be reading to him in 
" his leif ure hours, or keeping an ac­

" count of his little expences, with 

" noting down [ uch remarks as may 

" naturally arife from particular cir­

" cumftances at various places. For 

" this purpofe I have felecred you as 

·" a f uitable perfon from the academy, 

" and doubt not (provided you em­

" brace the offer) but you will n1eet 

"1'C his warmeft approbation. . 

" I obferved, "it might prove be­

" neficial to you:" ·n1y reafons for 
" that 
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" that aiferrion, are founded on the 
" following cau[es-

" In the firft place, he is extremely 
· " fond of children, though not b]eft 

" with any of his own ; and, fecondly, 
" I am well affu red ( as 11e -has no re­
" lat ion living) the bulk of his for­
" tune o/iJl be given to that character: 
" whom he finds the moft deferving. 

" With this propofal, retire to your 
" parents,- inform_ them clearly of th e 
" whole defign, and if it proves a.gree­
" able to their inclinations and your 
" own, let me fee you ·early in the 
" morning, that our-pl-an may be re­
" duced to execution." 

At the c9nclufion of this fentence , 
Mr. Loveboy walked into the houfe, 
and Charles politely took his leave, 

and retired to the cottage of his hu~1-
ble anceftors. 

His 
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His heart was nearly overwhelmed 

w_ith gratitude, when reflecting upon 

this propofal, he found it not merely 

pleafing, but truly valuable: his 

thirft of farthe,r knowledge 111ight now 

be amply gratified, and biffifelf en­

abled, through d i[cretionary conduct, 

~o fo:vc fo1ne trifle for his poor re-

lations. 
His geneFous breaf-l: caught fi 1 e at 

the i<lea: his hopes expanded ; his 

prof peets became more extenfive, as 

he reflected on the probable dif pofition 

of the character to whom he was re­

~omn1ended: he n1ight love him; he 

might fron1 his ftores of vvea.lth libe­

rally reward him. 

" Should that," cried he, " ever 

" prove the cafe, I'll enlarge 1ny fa­

~, ther's fold; I'li a<ld the adjoining 

H '' field 



" field to his ·cottage; ~xtend hi-~ 
" little garde!?; and raife him to the 
" _fun~mit of felicity." 

As he finifhed this exclamation, 
. he found himfelf at his beloved home, 

and peeping through the cafement, 
beheld the virtuous pair leaning over 
their wholefome repaft of bread and 
milk, which crow_ned the pleaf ures of 
the day.' 

He lifted the iatth with caution, 
and e:;ntered unperceived, as his mo­
th-er fajd, " ~!hat pleafure fhould I 
'' feel, was my beloved Charles but' 
" prefent now: I know he is better 

' ' 

" fituated; encompaffed with nume-
" roN~ bleffings; and treated . wi~h 
" the n:1oft affectionate kindnefs; for 
~, f uch is the character of his mafter 
~, through all the country: yet might 
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" I now behold him, pour my fond 

" bleffings on his head, and claf p hin1 

" to my bofom, I ibould be bleil 

" indeed." 
" Your willies," rejoined her huf-

band, " are but the copy of my own; 

" for though I know, and rejoice in, 

" his prefent felicity, and daily adore 

i • " that beneficent Providence, which 

" hath fulfilled our earneft deGres by 

" leading hitn to the flowery paths of 

" fcience, :Lnd placing him beneath 

'' the patronage of fo excellent a 

" roan, yet I confefs my heart ex­

" pands with more than ufual de­

" light, on the mere expectation of 

" beholding him again." 

" Heaven grant him fafely to re­

" turn," faid Mrs. \¥ oodbine, 

'' ,rowned with honour, and worthy 

., H 2 " the 
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" the attention of our valuable friend: 
" but of that I cannot doubt; his 
" heart is too upright, fincere, and 
" dutiful,. ever , to permit him to 
~' fwerve fro1n the paths of morality, 
" or frain his character by folly or . . '' " 1natten t1on. 

Turning her head as !11e fpoke, !he 
beheld her darling lifrening attentively 
to her d ifcourfe. 

" Defend ,, n1e, 01e exclaimed. " it is l1imfelf !" and fl-' W impatient 
to his arms, while he returned her 
warm em brace with ftrean1ing eyes, 
'1nd a throbbing breaft. 

Mr. Woodbine, amazed at the fud­
den tranfport of his wife, looked 
round for tbe occafion thereof, and 
beheld the object of their inutual ,~re. 
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Starting fro1n his chair, he over­

turned the porringers, and throwing 

I1is f poon to the end of the room, 

fell on his knees, and fervently adored 

. his Creator for the fafety of his child~ 

He then united his embraces with 

· thofe of the affectionate n1other; and 

drawing hin1 to the table, loaded hi1n 

with benedictions. ' 

A nun1ber of queftions were now 

formed and anfwered with avidity; 

and the co~tagers were completely de­

lighted with the -def cription of the 

fchool, the character of the pupils, 

- and the recital of the jubilee, with 

- all other matters of importance alrea-

dy perufed by the reader. But when 

the propofal Wc!,S explained, the grate­

ful couple could not refrain from tears, 

but fobbed audibly as they poured 

H 3 forth 
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forth bleffings 011 the name of Mr. 
Loveboy; and fervently implored of 
Heaven a continuation of its bleffings 
on their offspr ing. 

The ihepherd's wife now replenifhed ,, 
the board · with fome freih n1iJk, and 
a wheaten cake, to grace her fan's 
return; - the porringers were replaced, 
the f poon wiped carefully, and the 
whole reconomy of the f upper re­
fl:ored. 

To the enjoyment of themfelves 
. and their fimple n1eal we nrnH leave 
the1n for the prefent, and g•ive our 
readers breath till the following chap­
ter. 

.. 
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CHAP. XI. 

THE ANSWER; A J'RESENTj AND A I'RtO­

MISE. 

THE [oaring lark had expanded his 

wings, and began his thrilling addrefs 

to the morning, when Charles Wood~ 

- bine defcended the flairs of bis father's 

cottage, and prepared to attend the 

commands of his benefaEtor. 

The fun fhone with unufual f pl en­

dour upon the garden, which fiill 

glittered with the dews of Heaven, 

and the opening flowers perfumed the 

air with the n1ofi: reviving odours; 

whilfl the fleecy tenants of the plain 

began to afcend the e1ninence on 

which they daily reclined beneath 

their attentive !hepherd's care. 
Charles 
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Charles was epraptured with the • 
pleafing view, and piouily prefented 
his praife to the Almighty for the 
wonderous bleffings· which His All 
Bounteous · Hand had , fo profufely 
fcattered over the country. 

Accompanied by his beloved pa-­
rent, and thus mentally employed, he 
-pur[ued the path which· led to the 

- refidence of Mr. Loyeboy, and ar-
rived at the gate jufl as that gentle­
man entered the _parlour. 

With the utmofl familiarity he ac­
cofted his ruftic vifitors, and t"hanked 
th~m in the moft obliging terms for 
their early attendance in compliance 
with his req~eft. He then difcourfed 
awhile· on the ferenity of the weather, 

·the produce of the land, &c.; and ' 

finally introduced the f ubject of great­
eft 
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eft importance, by aik.mg our adven- ' 
turer> if he had well digeHed the late 

propofal, and whether he could now 
give a final an[ wer? 

To which the youth with equal 
modefty and politenefs anf\vered :-

" Indebted as I am, Sir, to your 

" generofity, it would (in 1ny opi­
" nion) be an ill return, was I to fcru­

" ple obedience to any command you 

" might be pleafed to lay upon ~e : 
-'' but as, with your accu{tomed good­

" nefs, you have propofed a thing the 

" moft pleafing in it[elf, and, doubt­

" lefs, tending to n1y future welfare, 

" I confider myfelf in doty bound to 
" return you n1y warmeft thanks for · 
" [ uch an unmerited favour, and 

" humbly acc~pt your propofal with 

" a degree of gratitude which I be-

" lieve 
I I 

• I 
l 
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"' Jieve my tongue will never be able 

" to exprefs." 

" Your fentiments," replied Mr. 

Loveboy, " are worthy of my favo_ur; 

" and I truft, in' Heaven, you will 

" yet becon1e a {hining . character. 

" But what fay your friends to our 

" fcheme ? , Are you certain your fa- · 

~, tber is willing you fhould e1nbark 

" in the caufe ? And are you tho­

" r·oughly convinced that your mo­

" ther's feelings wil1 not be wounded 

· '( by your feparation ? though I hope 

" it will prove but of fhort dura~ 

" tion." 
. . 

- ' " My mother,'' faid Charles, " h~s 

" nothi~g fo i:nuch at hearl as the 

" welfare of her child; and if you 

" had feen the emotions which joy 

H and gratitude produced in her 

" mind 
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" mind on my repeating your kind 

" intention to her, you would have 

" beenaffured that fheembraced if with 

" the utmoft eagernefs. My father, 

" as being prefent, can doubtlefs an­

" f wer beft for himfelf." , 

" I am indeed unable," faid the 

honeH: man, " to exprefs myfelf as I 
" could wjfi1 before f uch a genJle­

,, man; but I hope your honour will 

" believe me when I fay, that your 

" propofal has given me the fincereft 

" pleaf ure which I ever experienced; 

'" and I truft in the unfailing Provi­

" dence of Heaven, to reward you 

" for being fo extremely· kind to my 
" poor boy.'' 

A fmile of benevolence illumined 

the features of their worthy friend, 

on the receipt of thefe declarations; • 
- arn;l 
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-

and rifing from his chair, he ·informed 

Charles, that he had 2. [ mall prefent 

for hi1n, which he expected fhould · 

be preferved as a 1nark of his friend­

iliip, and p. pledge of his further in­

tentions. 
With tbefe words he drew from his 

pocket a beautiful filver watcll, f uf­

pended by an ~legant chain, and 

adorned with two cornelian feals; fet 

, in gold, and enriched with exquifite 

-engravmgs. 
It is not eafy to defcribe the fenfa-­

tions of our hero, or his virtuous pa­

rent, at the fight of this elegant and 

truly valuable gift. 
The eyes of the former f warn in 

tears, and the folded hands of the 

latter were lifted up to invoke, thofe 

bleffings which his overcharged heart 
would 

Ti 
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would fain call down on the head of 

the an1iable donor. 

-That pattern of excellence was 

pleafingly aff~cted by the gratitude of 

the admiring cottagers; and to give 

then1 leifure to compofe tben1felves, 

he ftepped afide to give fame neceifary 

orders to his attendants. 

He was fcarcely out of fight, when 

the fhepherd exclaimed :-" Charles, 

" my dear, my ever-valued fon, keep 

" conftantly in your memory tne 

" goodnefs and affecrion of this noble 

" character, that where evtr, in the 
' 

" tourfe of Providence, you may be 

" thrown, you may ever il:udy to 

" behave in f uch a manner, as !hall 

" yield hin1 fatisfaetion, and render 

" me th_e happieft of n1ortals. , 

'' ·yes, Charles," faid th~, good 

I old 
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old man, " let me but hear that you 

" have acted with virtue and integrity­
" in the ftation to .which you are now 

" invited, and then if Heaven fhould 

" demanq your life, I truft I fhould 

" bow' with refignation to its Divine 

" Will; or i~ it fhould permit me 
cc- again to behold you in the land of 

" your nativity, my ~eart, n1y f wel­
" ling heart~ fhall {hive to exprefs my 
" thanks to you for carefully attend­

" ing to my direffions." 

" My dear, my honoured parent," 
faid Charles, with a bended knee and 

- expreffive countenance, " let me 'in­
" tre~t you to fet your heart at reft 

" , concerning thefe pious admonitions; 

" for here I promife, before the J u,dge 
" of ali' events, to cleave to your ad­

" vice, to trea[ ii're up your counfels, 
'' and 

1: 
I lnttr: 
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" and to frame the courfe of . n1y 

'' practice as nearly as poffible to the 

" ten?r of your own wi{he~." _ Then 

turning to Mr. Loveboy, who enJered 

the roorn-" And to you, my worthy 

" and noble benefactor, do I promife 

" to act in fuch a manner as I truft 

" you will approve: and though no­

" thing can ever exprefs the full ex­

" tent of my gratitude, it fha11 at 

" leaCT: evince my ardour to merit 

'' that attention which you have fo 

" lavifhly beCT:m ed upon your· poor 

i., little villager." 

" You are an excellent youth," 

faid his patron, " and Heaven, I 

" truft, will ftrengthen your prefent 

§' intentions.'' 

~' I hope fo too," fa.id Mr. V\T ood--

1 2, 
bin ., 
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bine, " and to its unfailing care I 
,; commit my boy. entirely." 

" You are to ~e applauded,'' -re-
1oined his friend, " but I believe the 
" conveyance is ready for our little 
"' traveller; therefore, 'if you will 
" follow me to the lawn, we may there 
" give h~1n our adieus, and fee him 
" begin his journey." 

He was accordingly followed by the 
grateful fhepherd and his affectionate 
fon till they came to the fpot, where 
a cf~aife flood ready for our hero's re­
ception, and into which (after repeat­
ed vows of duty to his parent, and 
gratitude to his benefactor), he leaped 
with , alacrity; and praying God to 
blefs them, he drew up the glaffes, 
and departed. ' 

.For fome time his friends remai.Qed 
attentively 
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attentively regar~ing the progrefs of 

the carriage which contained the ob­

ject of their love,· till the .il1ady trees 

cQncealed it from their view. 

Then, 1'homas Woodbine reflect­

ing that his !beep were in tlie care of 

a {hanger, repeated his acknowledg ... 

ments to the patron of his fon, and 

retired to his occupation with mor~ 

than ufual pleafure; whilft Mr. Love ... 

boy returned to his houfe, with the 

- matchlefs fatisfafrion of having be­

ftowed happinefs on the virtuous, 

though indigent, fons of nature~ · 

I 

CJIAP, 
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CHAP. XII . . 

E M BARKATION; REFLE<;:TIONS; AND A 
SONG. 

CHA:RtE-s foon arrived, in' perfect 
fafety, at the place of embarkation,; 

· where he was receiyed on board a fhip, 
~ntitled the Fortune, by a perfon • I I 

apparently about fifty years .of age. 
His filver locks venerably £haded a 
countenance whereon mildnefs and 

' compaffion was ftamped by Heaven; 
and _his whole deportn1ent was that of 
a compl~te ge~1tlen1a11, moft amiably 

· ·blended with . the dignity. of a true 
Chriftian. 

To this ·interefting object tl1e-fhep• 
h~rd's {on was now to look up, as to ' 
the guide of his youth, and th~ friend 
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. . . 

of his fortune: .and Mr. Friendly 

(for fuch w~ the gentleman,'s name), 

convinced our adventurer, by the 

warmth of his careffes, and •the fo­
lemn affurances which he gave hirn of 
protection,_ tha,t ·he was extremely 

delighted with the acquifition of his 

young companion. ~harles, on the 

other part, was abfolutely enraptured 

with the manners and converfatio11 of 

his new patron; and fervently returned ' 

thanks to Heaven for f uch a frefh ma-

1~fefhition of its Divine Favour to­

wards him. 

After they had fupped together, 

and the cloth was removed, Mr. 

Friendly began to inform his attend. 

ant of thofe particulars in which his 

fervice would be required, and which 

4 Mr. 
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Mr. Lovehoy recounted in the pre­
ceding chapter. 

He then · pi-oftrated himfelf before 

the Maje.fty of Heaven, and in the 
courfe of his devotions implored fuch 

bleffings from the f our~e of unaltera.­
ble goodnefs, as completely melted 

' -

the heart of our little peafant, and 
- wonderfully jn,creaJed his veneration 

for the devout fupplicant. . 

Th~ gentleman now retired to his 
be~; aqd Charles, affectionately wi!h ... 
ing ~im a good night, afcended the. 

deck of the veifel, to enjoy the view 
of the wate'r by moonlight: for this 
purpofe ·he placed himfelf on the 

forecaftle, and beheld with unutter­
able pleafure the beauteous fcene 

which Nature difplayed to his de .. 

lighted ~yesq _ 
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The rolling billows gently n1t1rmur­

ed round the !hip, and' ,curled in 

beauteous circles over the wide ex­

panfe; while, clear fro1n c1ouds, the 

queen of night fhon·e forth, and 

Heaven was decked with twrce ten 

thoufand Hars. Such undifturbed fe­

renity, 1ningled with the wannth of 

a f ufceptible bofom, produced the 

following reflections in the n1ind of 

the young voyager, who attentively 

regarding the brightnefs of the moon, 

exclaimed :-

" How vaft, how n1atchlefs, is thy 

" love, Great Object of n1y adora­

" tion, to me, ·a poor, a fin1ple, cot­

" tager ! Hitherto thou haft provided 

" for all n1y wants.; protected my " 

" perfon, and enlightened my under­

" ftanding ! Thou haft raifed up for 1ne 

" two 
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" two great . and invaluable friends, 

" who have both fervently affured me 

" of their favour! Thy bounteous 

" hand. hath opened to my view the 

<e iudlimable ftores of knowledg~; 

" and hitherto I can truly fay, that I 

" have bee.n the . objecr of thy unre­

" mitting care ! To Thee I look for 

" thofe bleffings which I yet may 

" ftan<l in need of; aod on Thee 

" alone my hope relies for peace and 

H prefervation.'' 

Fron1 tbis addrefs to his Maker, 

Charles began to turn his thoughts 

towards the cottage of his hurp ble 

par~nts; and felt his bofom glow with 
more than filial love, whilft he con­

templated their former kindnefs, and 

prefent anxiety for the welfare· of their 

child. 
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" Thrice bleffed pair," he cried, 

" wh~fe tender hearts fo often have 

" melted with inexpreffible tender­

" nefs over your little fon ! May 

'' Heaven reward your kind atten­

H tions, and repay your inceffant 

'"' cares with every bleffin.g from 

" above ! 0 may the celef.tial fpirits, 

" who guard the juft, ftill hover 

" round your lowly hut, and fl1ield ' 

" your, earthly frames beneath the 

-" broad pinions of eternal fafety ; 

" while He who rules the vaft ere­

" at ion, ihall deign to f m~le on your 

" employments. Long may thy flock 

" remain, my deareft father, un­

" touched by cruel 1nan, or the fell 

" wolf that roves the mountain; 

'' while the f weet tenant of the fore~ 

q lulls. thy foul with his delicious mu-

" fie 



" fie, and nature bi eat hes her richeft 

" odours around thee : and when at 

" . clofe of day the- leader's tinkling 

" l?ell draws the ycung lambkins 

" do'wn the winding path which leads 

" then1 to th~ir fold, 0 n1ay their 

" fhephercl tafte the · rich repaft of 

'' reafon and of virtne. 

" Thee too, my tend~r mother, 

'' whofe ready hand prepares the 

" wholefome viand, or the freili 

,., drawn milk,. may Heaven aufpi­

" cious view thy pleafing taik, and 

" crown thy fimple banquet with 

" content. 
'" Should an All · Gracious Provi-

". dence pen11i t · ·my eager feet once 

" more to enter your undifturbed 

1 ' retreat, I ttuft I fball there per­

,, ceive the goodnefs of the Almighty'. 
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" evinced in your prefervation; and 

'' rejoicing myfelf in the fulnefs of 

" blifs, behold your h_appinefs with a 
" thankful heart. 

" But now my n€w patron de .. · 
" mands my attention, and calls for , . 
" my fervent prayers on his accounto 

" Yes, generous benefactor, the pe-

" titians of thy undeferving favourite 

" i11all inceffantly rife from a heart 

" overwhelmed with thy goodnefs; 

" and I humbly truft my Creator 

" \yill vouchfafe to fend n1e an an-
" (wer of peace. 

" My pref en t ftation likewife de .. 

" mands 1ny fober thought. 

" Recommended by one excellent 

" character to the protection of ano­

,, ther, let rn.e ftudy ,to behave my-

'' felf in fo difcreet a n1anner, that I 

K , '~ n1ay 
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" · may ·credit the recorn1nendation of 

" the forp:1er, and agreeably fulfil the 

" expecl:ations of the latter.. I muft 

•" remember, the pious aclrnonitions 

" of myc beloved parents, and _make­

" the law , ?f God my conftant rule 

'' of life; otherwife with what face 
" can I again return to 1ny native 

. \' 

" fi1ore, or behold again the generous 

" man who drew me fro1n _obfcurity, 
" and placed me _in the path to pre­

" fern1ent ? How c.an I view the 

" countenances of thofe who have 

" poured out their foncl eft willies in 
" · prayer ·upo_n n1y account; and who 

- ., · have admonifhed n1e both early 

'' and late to walk in the ways ,of wif­
" tlom, · if I fo far forget myfelf as to 

I 
0 

" neglect their fulemn injunctions, 

'-' and turn a reb~l to ' the laws of 1ny 
" Creator? ' 
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. 
" Creator? At prefent my inclina-

" tions are wholly on the fide- of vir­
" tue; and I rely on ;Heaven for the 

" increafe and f upport of my pious 
.r1 . " " re10 ut1ons. 

He now filently leaned on the front 

of the fhip, and again was abforbed. 

in the contemplation of the ex­

panded waters, and , the . azure iky, 
till his fancy, enliven~d by the beauty , 

and tranquillity e>f their appearanc~, 

produced the following fong :~ 
< 

While foft o'er creation the 'Emprefs of night, 
Unveiling her beauty, diffufes her light; 
Till deep in tlfe quivering ftream fhe appears, · 
Or o'er the wild mou'ntain the traveller cheer!; : 
The view of fuch grandeur refrefhes the mind; 
And 'midft the gay works their Creator I find. 

KZ Serene 
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Serene as the zephyr my fancy would rovt, ' 

Amidft the bright proofs of celeftial_ Jove; 

' Or guided-by p. ngel s, to Para<lifr rife, 

And join for a moment the theme of the fkies; 

Where cherubjms warble unf peakable lays, 

Compos'd )Jy the faithful, and offer'd in praif€, 

Yet bound to the earth for a time _I remain: 

Obnoxious _to lickne.fs, to forrow, and pain; 

Till Providence changes my prefont abode, , 

And calls me to anfwei the fummons of God~ 

0 then may I ta/1:e the rich bleffings which flow 

_ from pra0i~ n9 virtue and wifdom pelow, 

t 
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CHAP. - XIII. 

THE 'VOYAGE CONCLUDED; WITH SIN• 

CERE REJOICINGS. 

~; T to fatigue our readers with an 

account of the voyage, which would 

be unimportant to our defign, and ·, 
fcarce]y entertain'ing in itfelf, we pro­
ceed lo inform then1, that aiter our 
hero had beeh at fea the u[ ual time, 
with a tolerable wind in their favour, 

he arrived with his kind protector c1t 
the plantation which they had under:­
taken to vifit. 

But how fhall my pen defcribe th~ 
fincere ' raptures with- which Mr . . ' 

Friendly was received -amongJ1 his 

dependants ? 
No fooner had he Ce)nducted Charles 

K,., ::, to 
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.. 
to his habitation, than the welcome fe 

• fo news was fpr.ead abroad of his arrival i 

;:ind multitudes of negroes furro'unded 

the houfe, mof(fervently imploring a ·1 

fight of their- beloved mafl:er, and_ · 

thanking the Almighty for his _fafe re­

,turn ;_ while the wom@n and children 

J ran to procure the ri~heft fruits, and 
the mfu~ fragrant flowers, as a bumbl~ 

· prefent for their beloved Lord, 

The former of thefe were carefully 
·- -, 

delivered to the fte ward, with the moft 

-pathetic intreaties for them to be ac­

cepted ; and the lat ter were pro fu fely 

fhewed along the path w11ich led to 

· his houfe, and where they impatiently 

t xpet;ted fhort] y to behold him. . 

/H 1.ength he came to g ratify their 

. expecta tions; and he had the heart- .. 

felt fatisfac1)on to find that a long ab- . 
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fence had in no vvife decreafed their 

fond attachment to him; but. on the 

contrary, he was re'ceive9 with the 

]oudeft acclamations, and the moft 

unfeigned veneration, by the collected 

body. 
He was much affected by fhe tefli­

monies of their fidelity; and having 

ordered them a holidav for the n1or ... . 
row, and granted to each individual a ' 

moderate allowance of rum, he re­

tired with watery eyes and a glowing 

heart from the interefting fceRe; while 

Charles, whofe warm and amiabl~ 
J 

f pirit had caught the foft con tagio~, 

followed him with a light fl:ep and en­

raptured mind. 

Mr. Friendly having breakf~fl:ed in 

the morning, gave his fl:eward per­

miffion to afiembk the dependents on 

th~ 
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-the la,wn before his houfe, and placed 
himfelf in one of the front windows -- , .. ... 

the betler to view their ruftic mirth, . 
arid gr.ateful demonfirations of felici­
ty. From thence he beheld a num­
ber of delighted . creatures feated on 
the verdant grafs, and eagerly partak­
ing of thofe refrefhments which ~ere 

· diftributed amongft · them; while­
others were preparing garlands of 
flowers for the heads of thofe who 
.iliould beft diftingui!h themfelves in , 
the feftive dance, or other feats of 

' rural hilarity, which were intef\ded 
Jhortly to be !hewn. 

The rejoicing , negroes, fatisfied 
with thei~ generous-repaft, now began 
to form themfelves into fekB: compa-, . . 

nies for the purpofes aforefaid. The 
jocund dance began to the ' infinite de-
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light of its beholders, who were pecu .. 

liarly ftruck with the fincere gratitude 

of tho(e poor mortals, who, as often, 

as they caught a glimpfe of Mr. 
Friendly, exclaimed-" Good Ma{fa, 

" Heaven preferve ! '' And wa 11ing 

their hands to the multitude, fpread 

round the fond contagion, till the 

earth refounded with fhouts of trium­

phant affeclion. 

Thefe were nd fooner exhau!l:ed by 

the violence of their exertions, than. 

a frefh company rofe up to renew the 

fcene; and the heroes of the firft at­
tempt were received with applaufe, 

r and crowned with the wrea,th of ho­

nour by their companions. 

Thus was the return of their bene-. 
factor welcon1ed with the mo!l: ardent 

reJ01c ngs till the afternoon, when 

~very 
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every one of them received a fmall 
' · prefent from 'England, and were again 

affe1nbled to· recruit their bodi_es by a 
' , 

pleafiNg repaft; at the clofe of whic~1 
-they renewed the dance, and-repeated 

, the fhout of praife; then leaping, 
, finging; and rejoicing, departed to 

'their refpective habitations. 

, 

Charles and his patron now with­
drew. to th.eir~ dinner; and when the 

table was cleared, Mr. Friendly thus , 

'addreffe.d his young cnmpanion :- . 
''" l doubt not, my dear Charles, 

" , ~ut you ~1ave been 'deeply and 
" - agreeably affected by the fcenes of 
" this day; · and indeed it was with 
" the fincereft pleaf ure thar I beheld 
" your ' cheek repeatedly n1oiftened 
'' with the ,. tear of fenfibility, while ' 

" my afft➔-ctionate fervants were loudly 
" intreating 

,, 
,, 

on 
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" intreating Heaven to fhower ·down 
" its bleffings upon me. It has ever 
'' been my cufl:om to treat thefe peo­
" ple rather as my children than my, 
" ilaves; and f trufl:, if ever Provi­
~, dence il1ould give you a power 

" equal to n1ine, you would either 
" act the fa1ne by then1, or give the1n 
" the inefrimable bleffing of liberty." 

" Alas, Sir!"_ faid young Wood­
bine, " it is impoffible that I, the fon 
" of a fimple peafant, fhould ·ever ar­
" rive to that height which Divine 
" Goodnefs hath ,placed you in, and 
" which you fo nobly adorn." 
' " Perhaps not," rejoined his friend; 

" only let virtue be., the gu1de cf all 
" your actions, and then fortune may 
" prove n1ore favourable than at pre­
" fent you can expect. The illuflri-

" ous 



/ 

·'.I 20 THE SHEPHERD'S SQ,N; 

" ous parent of the wifeft man who 

·- " ever reigned upon the earth was 

'· · once a fimple youth, and kept his 

·,, _father's il1eep ; and t-o d efcend to 

" comn1on life, we often fee the 

" brighteft, beft, and mqft ingenious 

" characters, taken from the vale of . 

" poverty, and exalted to adorn the 

" world, 
" Howbeit, let your conftant ftudy 

" be to worfhip your Creator, and 

" love your neighbour as fincerely as 

" you love yourfelf; and then, what~ 

" ever may be your ~ fortune, your 

" life will be 11onourable, and your 

" death completely happy. You 

" have been an eye witnefs of tbofe 

" rejoicings wi'th wb1eh my people 

·" have received me: you have heard 

" the fond effuflons of their grnti­

" tude, 
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u tude, and have feen the1n kifs the 

" ground on which my feet have trod• 

" den. The reafon is Yery obvious. 

" While many planters regard 'thetn 

" merely as ilaves to perfonn their 

" will, and lafh them with needlefs 

'' fe,·erity to their do.ily taiks,, or by 

'' torn:ents n1ore ac_ute, difgrace 

"' themfelves, and render thofe poor 

" wretches perpetually miferable, I 

" ha Ye ever made it n1y fiudy to pro­

" portion their labour to their t1:rength 

" and f pirits; and inf-lead of treating 

" them as beafl:s of burden, I have, 

" by kindnefs and hu1nane behaviour 
-
'~ tov,:a1 c.ls them, rendered them truly-

"' good, and faithful to 1ny in terefl:s 

'' and perfon. 
" In my a~fence, my fieward fol­

"' lows n1y directions exactly; fo that 

L "on 
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-" on my return .I have always the 
" ple-afure to fee n1y ferva~ts happy, 
" t;1,nd to find I myfelf the object . o£ 
" . their warmeft_ efl:eern." 
· With f uch difcourfe ( which tend'ed , 
I • I 

' to -dif play· th~ oppofite effects of cru-
elty and benevolence to the expar~ding 
n1ind ), was Charles entertained by his . 
amiable mafter, who feemed more de­
lighted with his young aifociat~ the 
.longer be converfed with him; and 
for the fpace of two years they mu­
tually, enjoyed the bleilings of Provi­
cl,ence; each rifing fun bringing new 
pleafures to their Il1.anfion, and each · 

fucceeding eveijing inviting thein to 

a balmy repofe. 
Our hero n1ight now ·be faid- to 

tafle the perfection of happinefs; yet · 
fo metimes a ·gentle ' figh would rife 

fro1n 
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from his bofom, which naturaHy re­

tained a {hong degree of anxiety re­

fpecring his dear parents, and a forc1-

ble wifh once n1ore to behold their 

fimple habitation: thefe, howerer, 

were over-ruled by a pious refigpation 

to the will of Heaven, which. in all 

e-vents is' the beft judge of our felicity. 

Provided with all the comforts of 

life, and honoured with the friendil1ip 

of his patron, Charles Woodbine 

adored his Maker for the prefent dif­

pofition of his circumftances; and 

while his lips exprdfed his praife to 

the Righteous Giver, his heart relied 

upon the Eternal Providence for aid _ 

a~d protection in every future fcene 

which might precede the clofe of life. 

L 2 CHAP. 
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(}JlAP. XIV. 

A S 1-' lqJ KE O f FA TE ; A WILL ; A.NJ) A 
LETT ER. 

J T was near ten o'clock /in the even-, ' 

ing, juft as Mr. Friendly and young 
Woodbine had finiCT1ed fupper, that 
the latter was much alarmed by hear-­
ing. his valuable friend com plain of a 
violent indifpo!ition, - from which he 
feer'n~d to think he never {hould reco­
ver. He went, however, to bed, 
nnd a medical gentleman was inftantly 
·called i?, who bled him immediately, 
and adminiftered fuch medicines as 
the nature , of his pati@nt's d~ftemper 
f.eemed to-requi~e; but.on being aiked 
at his departure what was his reai opi'­
JJLOn, he fhook his he_ad, and rerlied, 
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it was impoffible to tell whether he 

might recover; but he added, it was 

his prefent belief, that Mr. Friendly 

- was ftruck with death; and therefore 

he requefted his friends might be pre­

pared for that awful event, which 

might take place in a few hours. 

He then departed, and left poor · 

Charles almofl choaked with tears, 

and diftracred at this melancholy in• 

formation. Yet he endeavoured, as 

much as poffible, to conceal the for­

row which f welled his heart almoft to 

burfting-, and flew to the bed of his 

beloved n1:1fter; then falling on his 

knees by its fide, he fervently em­

braced the hand which Mr. Friendly 

had reclined on the quilt, and preffing 

it to his panting bof01n, he bedewed 

it with an involuntary budl of grief, 

· L 3 and 
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and fobbed an emphi:l.tic pr~yer to the 
Moft High for the valued life of his 
benefacl:or. After the violence of his 
paffion was ab~ted, he wiped the ho­
noured hand from his tears, and fixed 
his aching eyes on the pallid counte­
nance of the affiicred f ufferer, whofe 
heart was melted by the tendernefs of 
his young attendant, and who now 
beholding him with a look of ex• 
prcffi ve fond nefs, faid :-

" It is dou btlefs a fevere trial, my 
-'' beloved youth, which you now ex­
" perience : you have ever lo\·ed me 
,., as a parent, and I, on my part, 
" have ftud.ied your welfare with un­
~, remitting care; but now I am per-
" fuaded we muft be feparated till 
" the refurrection of the juft: yet 
~' grieve not, my Charles, as thofe 
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" who have no hope; neither .fuppofe 

,~ that Heaven will forfake you be-

" caufe I am taken fron1 you. Re- ' 

" rne1nber what I have fo often told 

" you, that if you p·urf ue the paths 

" of virtue, Providence will make 

" you its conftant care; but if you ' 

" f uffcr yourfelf to be led, aftray, you 

" will affuredly repent it either fooner 

'' or later." 

Charles could fcarce reply to this 

affecting language; but, at length, 

through many rifing fobs, he declared 

that his whole life H1ould be gui'dea by 

thofe pious directions. 

Knowing that his patron flood _in 

J1eed of reft, he relinquifhed the dear 

band, which was ftill joined to his 

throbbing breaft> and retired to his 

apartment. 
Early 
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Early the next morning · he was 

fumm~:med to attend _ his departing 

friend, for. the pains. of death were 

now upon him, -and he requefted 

that Woodbine 1nigbt come, and re­
ceive his benediction. 

Beholding him enter the room, he 
lifted his tren1bling hands to Hea­
v~n, and pronounced-the moft folemri 

. bleffings on his favourite; then pref­

fing his hand with the te?dereft rap­

ture, he affured the attendant friends 

who hovered round him, that he was 

fir-rnly aff ured of; a1~d rejoiced in the 

bleffed hope of, a glorious immorta.­

lity. Then turning once more to the 

objecl- of his tender care, he earneftly 

intreated the Holy One of Heaven to 

ratify his bleiling. 

A few nioments he was filent, gaz-
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ing tenderly on the _weeping y~uth ; 

then raifing his eyes upwards with a . 

beaming ray of fatisfaction, he eagerly 

exclaimed:-" My prayer is hea~·d; 

'' and \.Y ood bine fhall be bleft. "-­

Artic ulatjon failed; his eye-ftrings 

broke; and ruthlefs death received 

its prey. 

I fhall not attempt to paint the 

f ucceeding fcene; it may be much ea­

fier imagined than defcribed; there­

fore to the warm and tender imagina­

tion I !hall leave it. 
After the funeral had taken place, 

our hero was one day fearching a cabi­

net, to which he had been directed by 

his departing friend, where, after 

turning over feveral articles, his eyes 

were fixed on a parchrr1ent, which 

proved to be his beloved mafler's 

will. 
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' 
will. H ~e perufed jt for fome _time,. , 

with no other concern than y..rhat arofe 

. fr~n1 his heavy lofs; but after reading 

over. a number of legacies intended· 

f? r particular perfons, he, was fur­

p ri~ed beyond defcription~ to find 

b imfelf the fole and appointed heir of 

all ·his patron's - remaining efiates and 

riches. , At firft he ~ould fcarcely be-

_'lieve it a . reality; but after he was · 

: ,1ho'roughly convinced, by repeatedly 

and diftinctly reading it, he threw 

himfelf . on his.· knees, and clafped 

bis hands in the attitude of a hum◄ 

Ele fupplicant; but his f woln heart 

was too full to admit of utterance, 

till a il1ower of tears came to his re­

lief; when proftrating himfelf on .the 

gro.und, he adored, in the n1oft pathe_-

tic language, the goodnefs and de.,. . 
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n1ency of God, who had in fo won- ­

derful a manner raifed hin1 from total 

·obfcurity to the rank which he now 

held, as the poifeffor of five thoufand 

a year! " O," faid he, " vouchfafe, 

'' Great Director of our humble ac­

" tions, to enlarge my foul with n1y 

" circun1flances ; and _siirecl my ge­

" nerofity to proper obje'cts, that I 

" n1ay neither hoard with avarice, 

·" nor fquander in wantonnefs, that 

" wealth which n1y God has given 

'-' 1ne. Let the poor, tbe in.firm, the 

" blind, and la1ne, be fed and che­

" rifhed by my liberality; and when­
" ever I approach the habitations of · 

" mifery, direct 111y f pirit to act con­

" fiftent v ith thy bleffed commands, 

4' in relieving the fons 0f wretched­

" nefs, or taking the abandohed out-
" caH: 

• I 
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" caft to my habitation. 0 defend 

" me from unfeemly pride, that rock 

" on which thoufands fplit; and kin­

" dle every day that facred fire ·in my 
" _foµl, which may bear my prayers 

" and praifes as incenfe to the facred 

" courts above. 

" Finally; indulgent Creator, I 
• I 

" prefume to crave thy a~d and pro• 

'< tecrion through the refique of ·my 
" life; and meekly implore a fuitable 

" prepar.ation of my fpirit for ~n ap­

" proaching eternity: while to thy 

" righteous care and keeping, I com­

" n1it the lives and concerns of my 
" dear ,parents and valued friends.,, 

- . I-Ie now arofe with a lighter, heart, 

and more compofed rn~nd; · when 

calling in the friends and fer~ants_ of 

the de~eafed, he read the will ,in the 

midft 
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mid ft of them; who, far from ap­

pearing difpleafed with the -circum­

ftance which had fo deeply affected 

Mr. Woodbine, they cordially wiilied 

him joy of his good fortune; and 
I 

111any even wept with the overflowing ' 

tranfport they experienced. 

He immediately affembled the per• 

fons fpecified in the will, and made a 

j uft diftribution of the legacies therein 

mentioned; and having amply re­

warded each of the fervan ts for their 

fidelity to their former mafter, he gave 

the flavcs their liberty, and agreed to 

fell his plantation to a nejghbouring 

gentleman, who, like Mr. Friendly, 

was renowned for his benevolence and 

humanity. 

It was fame time befure he was 

freed from the careifes of the weeping 
M throng, 

/ 
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throng, who wearied him with pi"ayers 

to (lay amongft them; but a-t !aft he 

broke from them with an overfi-0wing 

· heart, and fecluded him-felf awhile in 
- , 

bis private ftudy~ . ' 

When he was"fomewhat refreCT1ed, 

and more tranquil in his fpirit, he 

, feize1 the bleifed opportunity of writ­

ing to the beloved inhabitants of his 

,native cottage; and taking up the pen 

for that purpofe, he wrote as follows:-

My e,ver dear and honoured paren/s, 

IT is with the deepeft regret tlfat 

I infonn you, n1y beloved patron is 

no 1nore. Be is gone to a fairer 

world, and fpirits mqre congenial with 

his own, than the inhabitants-of thi"s 

terr:i.queous glQ,be. His life was ho-
.t1ourable; 
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nourable; and with praife to God I 

add, his death was truly happy. But, 

0 111y deareft parents, how {hall I re -· 

late it ? yet true ·it is, that this good, 

this noble character, has left the 

whole of his fortune. ( a few legacies 

excepted),- to the fon ·of a cottager; 

even to the di[ pofal of your own. be­

loved Charles. I know you are afto-

... ni{hed at the recital, as I have like­

wife been; but you may reft aff'ured 

of its veracity. I ha,ve engaged to 

fell my plantati?n; and I intend 

fhortly to vifit once more the dear 

abode of ruftic felicity, that I may 

join you in praife to . Him who hath 

made me what I am. 
Convey this news to my dear fur­

viving patron, Mr. Loveboy; and af­

f ure him I will :fly with the warmeft 

M 2 acknow 9 
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-acknowledgments , to · his prefence, ' 
wl1en I hav~ cheared tl1e fight of my 
iJ?valuab]e parents by the return of 

Their ever loving, _ 
and affectionate fon, 

C. WOOD B I'N E. 

CHAP. 
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OUR HERO'S R!TURN j RECEPTION; AND 

INTER VIEW WITH A LADY. 
-

SEVEN months had now elapfed fince 

the letter which concluded our la{t 

chapter was wntter1 ; and our juyenile 

traveller at length arrived in perfect 

fafety at the refidence of bis anceftors. 

The fun was juft rifen from the 

b~uibing eaft, the (hepherd was fl:and­

ing at the little gate which led to bis 

cottage, when a poft-chaife ftopt be­

fore him, and his fenfes were nearly 

overturned by the f udden appearance 

of the darling of his foul. 

Breathlefs with rapture at the 

charming fight, he ruilied impatiently 

to the arn1s of his fon, who warn1ly 

, M 3 returned 
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returned his ilrict embrace; and 
" My fon !"-" My father!'' burft 
from their lips at the fame moment; 
wh~n nature, n1elted down before the 
fervid beams of pleafure, diffolv'd 
into a chryfial flood of inexpreffive 
fympathy. 

' Indeed the fcene muft have been 
truly affecting, fince it caufed the 
poftillion to draw his hand acrofs thofe ' 

. eyes which were unapt to weep. 
Thu-s flood the amiable pair, a~d 

'thus affected gazed the r~fiic driver, 
when Mrs. "\~T oodbine came out to 
feed her chickens. 

She no fooner caught a glimpfe of 
l1er hufband's fituation, than nature · 
whifpered to her heart the caufe; and_ 
fwift as the hunter that fcours along 
the level plain, !he ran to the fpot, 
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and realized her fond imaginations . 

But if the fcene f o deeply affecred her · -

huiband, think, ye whom Heaven 

has bleft with a fufceptible ··heart, 

what wefe the feelings of a tender, 

doating mother, at the fight of that 

dear youth for whom ·alone !he wifhed 

to live; for whom fhe prayed incef­

fantly; and in whom her very foul 
feemed to be centered. 

She came to her child;_ fhe gazed a 

moment on his features; but the view 
was too much for her tender nat:1re. 

Down dropped the barley fro1n her 

hand, which the fowls unbidden 

picked ; and prone to earth £he funk 

her fainting head ; but the out­

ftretched arms of her fan and huiliand · 
prevented her falling to the ground. 

l'hey chafed her temples, fprinkled 

fomc: 
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fome coolin'g drops from the neigh­

bouring .rill on her face, and bent her 

forwards til~ ilie began to revive. At 

Jengt_h ilie regained the ufe of her fa. 

cuiti es; and agajn beholding her be-

- loved fon, · ilie exclain~ed :-" My 

" God, I thank thee ! " and would 

jnevitably have relapfed, had not a 

torrent of tears relieved her; but thefe 

' happily Jent their needful and timel,Y 

ailiftance, and were plentifully min ... 

gled with thofe of her dear compa­

n10ns. 
,.rhe poflboy too was 1nuch affect­

ed; and l;e who had before wiped 

from his· face one guJh ing drop of -

tendernefs, now fobbed audibly, and 

- gave_ a free vent to the emotions ,of 

his heart. 

Fle was now difmiifed, with ~ 
ha.ndfome 
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ba'.ldfome prefent ; and the happy 

trio w~lked arm in arm to the ble!l 

abode of peaceful ferenity. 

Here they were indeed completely , ' 

happy, while Charles recounted the 

various incidents of his voyage; and 

when l~e defcribed the hearty rejoic .. 

ings of the poor negroes, his good old 

parents alternately laughed and wept 

at the interefting recital: but when he 

came to expatiate on the death of 

Mr. Friendly, their poor bofo1ns 

throbbed with grief, and their aged 

eyes were almofl drowned in tears. 

This tribute of affection paid, other 

f ubjects arofe fpontaneous from the 

prefence of their fon, dif perfed the 

clouds, and ihed the glorious rays of 

pleaf ure around their venerable heads. 

Breakfaft was now prepared; and 

th~ 
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the _fame_ poi-ringers ~rid f poons , pro: 
<luted which _we had occafion to men-. 

tion at a former unexpected interview. 

This created a_ great deal of harmlefs 

1nirth; as Charles repeated the laugh- _ 

able incident witl~ that degree of hu .. 

tnour which naturally arifes from a 

heart contented witk -its own actions, 

~nd a [hanger to every fpecies of vice. 

The wholefome meal .. being con­

cluded, it was deliberated whether -

-thex fhould fend Mr. Loveboy word 

of the [hanger's arrival, or whether he 

ihould imrnediately pay hiin his re-

fpecl:s in p·erfon. . 

· Many were the reaTons urged on 

b oth fid es the queftion; but at laft the 

emotions of grati tude prevailed, and 

Charles refolved to feek his patron im-

, \Ilediately; .accordingly, he bade his 
dear 
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dear friends adieu, and fallied forth to 

the dwelling of Mr. Loveboy. 

That gentleman ·was fitting in his 

fludy, at the moment of our hero's 

arrival ; who knowing the ways of the 

houfe, had ·walked in without knock­

ing, as the door flood open to receive 

the balmy ,zephyrs of the 1norning. 

He no fooner entered theroon1, than 

Mr. Loveboy inftantly recognized the 

features of the (hepherd's fon; and 

clafping him to his breaft with th.; 

wannth of a parent, he adored the 

goodnefs of the Almighty, who had· 

t hus granted the requeft of his heart, 

and blefled hin1 with beholding the 

fafe return of his favourite to the land 

of his nativity. 

He then communicated fome pri­

vate o(der to one of his fervants; and 

warmly 

4 
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warmly congratulated Charle? on the 

fubjecl: of his return, and the acqui­

fition of pis fortune. " A fortune," 

faid he, '' which I peculiarly rejoice 
I 

" in, as the juft reward cf affection 

" and virtue." " . 
In about an hour's time the be]ls of 

the .village -began to ring melodioufly; 

and a number of peafants aifembled in 

their S~nday clothes at the ma_i:ifion of 

Mr. Loveboy, who gave them a hearty 

welcome, and brought them to Charles, 

who gratefulJy _received the_i r fincere, 

though unpolifhed, demonfi.r-ations of 

JOY· 
F-or thefe a plentiful dinner was-

prepared, while Charles was regaled 

with an elegant - banquet, which t11e 

, fervants had juft provided, and w.hich 

was graced-by the agre€able co1npany, 
and 
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•and charn1ing co~verfation of Mr.• 

,Loveboy'~ only daughter, who was the 

pride of the country in refpecl of her 

perfon, and a pattern to the world f~r 

modefty, · prudence, and politenefs .. 

Charles was furprized at the beauty of 

her ,countenance, and delig~ted beyond 

expreffion with the fweetnefs of her. 

difcou:-fe, and the unaffected affability 

of her manners. She queftioned him 

ref peering his journey, the particulars, 

of his voyage, and his various adven.­

tu~es, with which the reader is already 

acquainted; and from all his repli~s 

fh~ receiv~d the higheft fatisf~ction,· as 

Charles evidently-endeavoured,through 

the whole courfe of their converfation, 

to render that pleafure (in fome de­

gree at lea it) to her which himfelf 

rec~iv~d from her charmiI?_~ c;o~pa11y, 

N ~nd. 
,,. ' 



anc:I- the bright dif play of her under-. 
· ftanding. 
· _Her father appeared delighted with 

the buddi!Jg friendfhip of the young 
friends ; ahd, occafiorially endeavoured 

t:o increafe the ·hilarity of the moment 
by his own pertinent ahd facetious re-

- marks. 
~ Thus paffed the day; till CharJes, 

recollecl:ir.g with what a_nxiety his ho­

noJ.ned parents muft wait his return, 

_he politely acknowledged the grateful 

~ fenfe w!1ith he h'ad of Mr. Loveboy's 

'u n,nerited attentions towards him, · 
and oeggecl permiffion to retire. This , 

was a propofal, however, tcrwhich his · 

· frie11d '-Youla not actede, till he had 

folemnly -proinifed tb fpencj ( at the 

ieaft) one part of every day wit~ him, 
t ill he fhould think fit to fettle him-

, ' 

felf; 
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felf; and even then he hinted a wifh 

that they might be honoured with his 

refidence in their own village. 

This promife being freely given, 

Mifs Loveboy entertained our hero be• 

fore his departure with a beautiful 

concerto on the grand piano-forte, of 

which fhe was a perfect n1iftrefs. The 

brilliancy of her execution, and the 

melody of the inftru1nent, completed 

✓ that conqueft which beauty, united 

with a powerf~l wit, had begun; and 

Charles, affectionately bidding his ge-. 

nerous entertainers adieu, returned to , · 

his father's hut, but left his heart be­

hind him. 

... 
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CHAP. XVI. 

.. r:a.qoir OF AFFECTION; CONF!SSION; 
AND ACCEPTANCE. ' ~· 

' MR. Woodbine hacl,teft his father's 
,ahode about' feven o,;clock in the 

morni.cg, nearly a month after the 
conclufion of our laft recital, and was 

, 

taking a ramble in IV.fr. L oveboy's gar-
den; when the fair Matilda (for f u_ch 

-was the name of the lady before men­

tioned'), was leaning over a Chinefe 

railing, (which encoiiJ]paffed ·a beauti­

ful pond), and amufed herfelf by 
throwing bits of bre2.d to the gold and 
filver fifhes, which wantonly f ported 
amidft the circles ,of the water. In 

this pofition Charles ef pied her; and 

whilft he was gazing with a profound­

admiration on the delicacy of her 
frame, 
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frarr.e, and the fymmetry of her (hape, 

that part of the railing on which fhe 

was leaning fuddenly gave way, and 

before {he could attempt to fave her­

felf, fhe plunged headlong into the 

watery element. Our hero, alarn1ed 

e and diftracted with the terrible fight, 

e darted with the velocity of an arrow 

along the path, and in1:antly leaped 

into the pond for her refcue, which 

n ( as the water was not very dee,p) he 

happily effected. He drew her ten• 

derly to the verdant plat which f "tfr­

rounded the f pot of her misfortune, 

)' , and f upporting her head on his bofom, 

o endeavoured to reftore thofe fenfes, 

by every requifite means, which the 

n fright had driven from her. 

d At length he had the pleaf ure to fee 

o them return; when raifing herfelf a 

little., and fixing her fine blue eyes on 

.... N. 3 young 
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young Woodbine with· a mixture of 
gratitude and :affection, £he exclaimed: 
-~' 0 my deliverer ! how i11all I re-
" pay you ?" This was a queftion 
:,Vhich awakened the tendereft thoughts -

, ' 

of her companion's heart, and i~-
~ pelled hin1 to make a confeffipn which 
l1is _ modefty had hitherto withheld 
him from. Looking on her therefore 
with a paffionate degree of tendernefs; 
he replied, " W ~s I not well aif ured-of 
u the vaft difpropo.rtion which is be­
" tween us, I might ~ndeed grow bold 
" upon your f weet interrogation, and 
" prefume to afk a bleffing, to which 

the who.le creation cannot produce 
. 1 " an equ1va ent. 

" Difproportion between us l" re­
turned the languid fair one; " I am 
" µideed forry to hear f uch a word 

-- " proceed from your lips; for my own 
I " par~, 
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"_ part, I aif ure you that I regard you 

" entire! y as my equal, fince your 

" virtue hath !hone fo conf picuous in 

" all your acl:ions, that by i_t alone you 

" have received the advantages of for­
" tune; and my father has often de­

" dared, that he efteems you far 
" above the whole circle of his ac­

" quaintance. Afk. then, my kind 

" deliverer, for what you have hinted 

" at, and let it be what it may, you 

" may reft aifured you wil~ not mee t 

" with a denial from Matilda Love­

'" boy." 

Emboldened by this charn1ing de­

claration, Charles avowed his love for 

her in the moft delicate and ref pectful 

language, and thus conyinced her , 

that the ineftimable gift at which he 

had hinted, was that of her own fa:r 

hand. Yet he ack_nowledged his own 

obfcure 
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obfcure , birth and former fituatjo'n, 

-which _he faid might -doubtlefs pi-eju-, 

dice her father ag~inft him, if he 

fhould pr~f u_me to demand in 1n,arriage 

the only child of that man who fir~ 
- raifed him from abfolute indigence, 

and whofe generous hand difperfed, l?y 
his munificence, the clouds of igno­

.. ranee from his n1ind. 

She readily .replied to th~ la{f part 
of his difcourf~, by '.obferving, that 

innate goodnefs, and not extraction, 

would ,be fought by herfelf, and her 

worthy parent, in the moft impprtant 

acrion of her Life. But to that part 
- ' 

of his difcourfc which tended to .dif-

.play the .ftre.ngth .and pui:ity of_ his af­

fection, ihe replied, (with a blufh 
~which greatly addep to - her -natural 

..charms), -that if his happinefs de-

- , pe.llded -on -herfelf, fh~ would by .. no 
m~ans 
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means keep hin1 in f uf pence; but as 

her dear father had ever been conf ulted 

by her on every occafion, fhe muft of 

courfe requeft his advice before fhe 

could attempt to fonn any refolution 

in a matter of f uch confequence as the 

prefent : neverthelefs, fi1e added, that 

ihe had not the fmalleft doubt of his 

agreeing to the propofal, as he had 

ever ftud1ed her inclinations, and con­

ftantly fought to eftablifh or increafe 

her felicity. 
At the clofe of this fentence, Mr. 

Loveboy came from behind an arbour 

which hitherto had concealed him, and 

with a pleafing fmile thus addreffed 

the young couple :-

" I cannot, poffibly, my dear Ma­

" tilda, exprefs the fatisfacl:ion which 

" I have felt during your converfation. 

" With my friend Woodbine I am 
" peculiarly 
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.~' peculiarly pleated, for his noble fen­
" timents, and that humility, which 
~' are too feldom found to adorn the 
'' character of a man that is bleffed 
'·' with fuch ample poffeffions. And 
"' with you, Matilda, I am truly de­
" lighted, for that fincerity of dute­
," ous affection to which I have now 
" been witnefs, and for . which (if 
,t Heaven permits), it fhall ever be 
'' my ftudy to reward you. 

" In anf wer, therefore, to my young , 
" friend, I obferve, I lhall eftee1n 
" myfelf happy-in his alliance; and, 
" with my daughter, will moft cheer- ., 
" fully give hirp. my bleffing. For as 
" the moft exalted character is de-
·" bafed in the eyes of all good men by · 
" a feries of bafe or profligate ac-
" tions, fo is the offspring of a pea-
' \ -fant ennobled in the efreem of every 
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" pious man, by a continuance in 
" well doing. Such is the cafe with 
" n1y young friend: ·he bas approved_ 
" himfelf deferving of attention on 
" every occafion ; and I a1n -fincerely 
" happy that it is now in my power to 
'' give him the ftrongeft proof of n1y 
" efteem." 

To this endearing fpeech our hero 
replied by a profufion of lhe moft 
grateful acknowledgments; -and- faid, 
he hoped hts-future life_ would evince 
the fincerity of his ptofeffions. 

Mr. Loveboy {hook him cordially 
by the hand, and then proceeded:-. 

" To you, my lovely daughter, I 
" can only fay, that you was petfectly 
" right when you expected thaH f11ould 
" not oppofe yout inclinations. No, 
" my deareft girl, you have ever a€ted 
,, by my direction, -and perfe-c"tly ful-

, 
I 

" filled 
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" filled my defires; it is. _therefore not 
" only 1ny pern1iffion, but my re­
" queft, which you now receive, to 
" marry Mr. Woodbine, if_ your own 
" affections are confiftent with that 
" defire; for I will never be the 
" means of facrificing ,my child's feli­

" city to my own -inclinations. How -
, i; ever, in the prefent cafe, I fancy my 

" requeft is not a di(agreeable one; 
'~ and as you muft b~ the beft judges 

/ ~' of your own defires, I !hall leave 
" you to f ~ttle the bufinefs as your· 
(' own hearts may direct you." With 
t_hefe words the old gentle1nan withdrew 

. ' 

to his ftudy, ana left the_ young lovers 
m~tually wrapt in adq1iration of his 

matchlefs generofity. 
" My bea-µteous n1aid/' faid 

Charles, '' you now fee that · your ex..­
H ,elknt parent h~ left my f~te en-. 
~ ~ tirely 

" 
" 
II I 

' 
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" tirely at your own difpofal : to you, 
" therefore, I n1uft look for the fulfil. 

' " ment GC my defire; or fro1n you I 
" muft receive a denial, which will in­
" fallibly wound me in the deepeft 
" m~nner. Such as I am, if you 
" confent to take me, you fhall ever 
" find me grateful, tender,, and affec­
" tionate. If you think you can be 
" happy with me, we will live in the 
" n1oft facred union, as curling ten -
'' drils fondly twine around each 
" other; and when our Maker fhall 
" f ummon us hence, one filent grave 
" ihall hold our peaceful allies. But 
" if, upon any confideration whatever, 
'' you wiili to decline rny offer, I will 
" inftantly releafe you from your ior.,. 
" me! kind promi[e, and endeavour 
" to refign myfolf to the fatal difap-

o 4, f o:ntme.pt, 



160 ' THE SHEPHERDS SON; 
. ~ . . 

" without depriving you either of 
" your ancient cottage, or thofe _ruftic 
" employ1nents, in which you doubt. 
" lefs find n1uch fatisfacl:ion." ', 

His parents _ bleffed him for the 
goodnefs of his heart, and were load­
ing hin1 '-yith their praifes, when the 
converfation was int~rrupted by the 
arrival of a vifitor, at whofe appro_ach 
young Woodbine ftarted haftily from 
his feat, ·and throwing his arms around 
l1im, exclaimed:-" Is it poffible tLat 
" I beholct my friend, -my valued 
" companion, Placi<l l" It was in­
deed that young n1an, who, having 
heard of Charles's return, bad taken 
a h9rfe from the academy on purpofe 
to fee him, ,and convey to him the af­
fecl:ionate congratulations of Mr. and 
Mrs. Careful on his noble fortune. 
1Vhen thJ firft tr.anfports were over 
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which arofe at the meeting of thefe 

faithful friends, and Placid had par­

taken of a light repaft after his jour­

ney, he proceeded to deliver his mef­

fage fro1n the 1nafter and n1i {hefs of 

the boarding-fchool, which exceed~ 

ingly affected Mr. \Voodbine, as it 

was replete with that affectionate 

kindnefs, which in bis younger days 

he had fo often receivi:d in the man­

fion of claffical .retirement. I-Ie hi.cl, 

however, the pleafure to hear that 

'they were both in perfect health, hap­

py in themfelves, and univerfally be­

loved bv all who kn~w then1. And 

after a repetition of various incidents, 

and change of fcholars which bad 

, taken place in tbe years which had 

pa.ffed fince they purf ued their fiudies 

together, Placid thus proceeded:-

o 3 '' ~tlr. 
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" Mr. Careful, with his accuftomed 
" goodnefs, has provided for me, by 
" taking me as an affiftant ;to himfelf 
" in · the fchool, for which he allows· 
" me a competent reward; and I need 
" not tell you that I am p~rfecl:ly 
" happy with f uch people, and in 
" [ uch a fituation. Mafter Froward, 
" who, like yourfelf, is now arrived to 
" the years of manhood, has received 
" the family eftate. by the demifo_ of 
" his father; and from the time -when 
" ' your fwee t ad1nonitions won him to 
" your friendf11ip, he has ever ftudied 
" thofe rules of piety which you fo 
" _exactly followed, and ~ has 6een 
" often heard to blefs Providence for . 
" that reformation, which was cer• 
"· tamly wrought in him by the noble 
" precepts, and more {hiking. exarr.­
" ple, of the Shepherd':s Son. Thus 
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" you find his former pride is departed 
" from hi1n, and he is now an1bitious 
~' only of the r~nown of virtue. He 
" has . lately married a virtuous lady; 
" and we are credibly inforrped, that 
" his daily actions are the boa!l: and 
" honour of the place which he inha­
" bits. 

" Our fchool is in a very flour'iChing 
' ~ 

" condition; and fince.the misfortune 
" which Froward experienced, every 
" fpecies of cruelty has been bani{hcd 
" fr01n our fociety, and the pref en t -

" fcholars are in general of a good 
" difpofition." 

" I am extremely happy," faid 
Charles, " at fo good an accouot of 
" our old playmate; and feel ·myfelf 
" deeply interefl:ed in the welfare of 
" your feminary, which, perhaps, I 
" µ1ay il1ortly vifit: however, -yott\ 

" m.uft 



·" mDft firfl:: fpend _a few' days with_ 

·-'' me; and - though I !hall at prefent 

·'' permit you to return, as I know 

" y~ur friends will b,e ·anxious for you 

" to carry them the new~, yet I q1all 
" abfolutely rely upon your company 

" in a. day or two a.t the furtheft.'' 

roung M r. Placid then prepared 
for his journey; and his friend putting 

a fifty pound bank ~ote in his hand, .­

and-tenderly embracing him, commit­

ted him to the care of Providence; 

and fent an affectionate me!fage to his 
old mafter,- whom he ftrongly invited, 

wi~h Mrs. Careful, to come and fee 
him. 

The next morning the workmen 

, came, in compliance with 1\llr. Wood,­

bine's directions, and the little feat of 

fefl:ivity began to undergo a thorough 
alter~tion. Its rooms were now in..., ·. 

creafed; 
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creafed ; the garden was enlarged ; 

and , in il1ort, the little cottage wa·s, 

perfectly changed to a fnug and conve­

nient box, f upplied with every requi­

fite, and fuitable articles of furniture. 

At the back of the garden a little gate 

opened to a rich meadow, which was -

rendered n1ore d '"'1iahtf ul by a verdan·t 
, 0 

· _eminence, that was watered by a 

chry fl:al ft ream which f prun~ from its 

fummit, and gently murmured down 
its moffy Gde. 

To this place· were Thomas Wood­
bine's i11eep led by a neighbouring 
peafant; and when Charles arofe in the 

morning, he fhe wed them tq his fa­

ther as his own property, and no lon­

ger the flock of a mailer; for thefe 

were purchafed by Charles, with the 

cottage, lan_d, and meadow, that he 

might make the worthy ihepherd a 

prefent 
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prefent fuitable -to his favourite en1-

, ployment. The old man H:ied many 

tears of joy at this munificent action 

of his fon's; and his w_ife c1afped her 

hands with - ecftafy, but could utter 

~ot-hing. 

Now was our hero truly delighted; 

and now llii.bofom glowed with plea­

f ure. His former p~omife was more 

·than fulfilled; and his former ex.pe<:­

·tations abundantly exceeded. His 

-parents were beyond expreffion happy; 

and peac~ and conte~tn1ent rei_gned 

}-1ndifturbed in this little family, to 

which Charles now infiHed upon add­

ing a fervant, to affift his mother in 

her daily tafk.s. · 
I 

He now began to turn his attention 

towai:ds his own feat, which was built 

exactly on a level with that of' his fa­

the~; and in the archite~ure of which 
grandeur 
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grandeur was f weetly blended with 

fimplicity. The gardens and pleaiure 

grounds were nothing inferior to thofe 

of 1\Ar. Loveboy; the furniture was 

confifl:ent with the appearance of the 

manfion; and the carriage which was 

built for hin1 and the fair Matilda, 

was decidedly the moft fuperb in the 

county. 

The .building being completed, it 

was exan1ined by Mr. and Mifs Love­

boy, with feveral of tlieir acquaint­

ance, who unanin1oufly declared it the 

moft delightful f pot they had ever 

· feen. 
Our young adventurer being now 

fettled in his new abode, folicited his 

friends to honour him with their com­

pany to dinner. The invitation was 

accepted ; a dinner was provided, 

wbich did honour to its hofpitable 

founder; 
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founder; and th~ poor and difeafed of 
the village rejoiced over the remnants 
of it at their refpecrive habi~ations; 
for every difh which went from the 
table, was firft given to the fervants. · 
and then <liftributed amongft the 
fans and daughters of indigent 1ni .. 
fery. · 

When the cloth was removed, and 
converfation began to circulate, Charles 

"reminded Mr. -Loveboy, that as he 
was now fituated, he _ rnuft pref ume 
to call upon bim for a fulfilment of 
his promife. -The good gentleman 
fmiled at the obfervation of his in­
tended fon -in-law, and replied, he 
Wa$ ready to attend him to the altar, 
whenev~r he _ and Matilda fh 0ld 
think proper. , 

'th~ enfuing Thurfday was named 
V . 
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by Charles, and accepted by his 
friend. The bride elect blufhed con .. 
fent; and the party broke up coin. 
pletely fatisfied-with each other. _ 

I I • 

' 
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ClIAP:- XVIII. 

THE WEPDING MORN,tNG; AND THE WIS}f 

• ACCOMPLISHED, 

LoNG and tedious.. did the hours a'p­

pear till Thurfday morning came; 

but no_ fooner did it peep fron1 th~ 

azure firmament, thp.n every heart 

was filled with joy, and every tongue 

prepared to hail the general feftivity. 

The tenants of Mr. Loveboy had af­

fetnbled round his _ houfe by, feven 

o'clock to.ftrew the path with flowers~ 

and to behold their beloved lady go to 

be united wit~ Mr. Woodbine, who, 

' like herfelf, was the idol 'of the neigh­

bour-hood. At eight o'clock the lo­

ver's weht to church, accompanied by 

their venerable parents, Mr. Loveboy, 

and Jofeph Placid, who haq come to 
the-
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the village on the 'preceding evening -; 

and after their vows were mutually 

pledged, they returned an1idft the ap­

plaufe of hundreds, whom ref pea and 

curiofi'ty had drawn together. , 

On tfaeir entering Mr. Loveboy's 

drawing room, (for with him they 

agreed to fpend the day), they were 

agreeably furprized to find Mr. and 

Mrs. Careful, who from an excefs of 

affe&ion had left their fchool in care 

of a friend, and come to offer their 

congratulations on this h.appyoccafion. 

They were both received with the moft 

unfeigned joy; and their charn1ing 

pupil repeatedly expreffed the high 

fenfe which fie l~ad of the favour they 

conferred upon him. 

A f umpt-uous dinner was now pro-

~ duced; and while the joyous company 

within were abforbed 1n the fulnefs 

P ~ of: 
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.of- feli~iry, the villagers . on the Jawn 
were rejoicing round an ox which was 
roafted for their fupply, and drinking 
the health of the bride and · bride­
groom in cups of fparkling ale, which 
the fi:eward was ordered to difl:ribute 
amongft them. Others were em­
ployed in the more delightful purpofes 
of dancing, and other recreations, 
while the flute, the violin, and tam­
bourine, enlivened the con1pany, ~nd 

, · affifi:ed the dancers. Good fenfe, re·­
plete , with humour, was prefent 
through the courfe of the entertairl­
ment; the founds of rejoic;ing were 
heard on every fide; and every b~eaft 

· was a region of delight. Amid ft the 
gay div_erfions, virtue was juflly ap­
plauded ; and in the height of merri­
ment, true decorum kept ,its place. 

In · the courfe of the afternoon a 
lawyer 

I( 
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lawyer - waited upon Mr. Woodbine 

with fome parchments, which after he 

had taken from him, and requefted 

.him to be feated, our her<;> thu~ ad­

dreffed the company:-

" It is well known to you all, my 
" honoured and worthy friends, that 

'' the n1an who is this day permitted 

" to efpoufe the charming_ Matilda, 

" was fonnerly a ,poor, ignorant, and 

~, obfcure child, who, abfo1utely a 

" ftranger to learning, and the con­

" cerns of the world, fighed for the 

" advantages which fortune had 

" placed • beyo~d his reach, and 

" wiHged his f upplications to Heaven 

" fron1 that hill where he tiaily 
I 

" watched his fathtr's fleecy charge. 

" From that fituation I was drawn 

" by the foftering hand of this an1ia­

" ble character, whofe daughter now 

P 3 " I have 
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" I have the honour to ·call zny own. 
" By him I was placed beneath th~ 
"care of this worthy couple, (allud.; 
" ing to Mr. and Mrs. Careful); 
" and fr~m them I received a greater 
" degree of attention than I ever had 
" a right to expect. From you, my 
" young · friend, ( ~urning to Placid), 
" I received the deareft marks of 
" amity and efteern; and, finally, 
" from my eyer honoured parents, I 
" have drawn the heft - admonitions, 
" and received continually the moft 
" endearing ufage. 

" To you, therefore," (addreffing 
his parents), " dear objects of my 
" facred veneration, I give one hun­
" dred pounds per annum; and af­
' ·' fure you of the inviolable affection 
" of that fon whom you ·have ten­
" der1y nurtured, and pioufly in-

,, ftructed 

I( 

I( ., 

I( 

I( 

" 
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" ftrufred continually. To my ho­

" noured tufor I piefent this fmall 

" pledge of mr, gratitude," with 

which he prefented him with an ele-

· gant diamond ring, and a note of one 

hundred pounds; " and to you, my 

" dear friend," faid he ( turning towards 

Placid) " who, by the mifchance of 

" · your ·fortune, are deftitute of pa­

" rents, and not only an orphan, but, 

" like myfelf, the f ubject of Mr. 

" Loveboy's generoiity, I prefent th~ 

H yearly f um of fifty:- pounds ; and if 

" ever you ihould find yourfelf in 

" need of · a friend, I truft you will 

" inftantly fly to him whofe purfe 

" fi1all ever be open to f upply your 

" wants, and whofe houfe (ball ever 

" be at your fervice." 

The company were now fully em-

ployed in iheir own reflections on 
this 



-' 

THE SHEPH~RD1s -s-oN; 

this unexampled goodnefs ; and the 
lovelj Matilda -eKpreffecl her p1eafur-e 
at the action of her :huThan.d, in the 
fweeteft 1nanner, ·when her father, 
taking up the difcourfe, informed his. 
fon-in-law that he mufl: now -receive 
that portion which was juftly due 
_ to his benevolent ·heart, and ac­
cordingly laid on the table notes to 
the amount of ten thoufand ·pounds, 

· as his daughter's fortune. 

The ge1?erous bridegroon1 abf9,. 
lutety. refufed to. actep_t it, declaring 
that he had a f ufficiency for his life; 
but his father-in -:law peremptorily in­
fifting on its being taken, the hero 
of our piece refeiv~c;l _i_t with f uitable 
exprefaions, ·and ·completed the pr~of 
of his goodnefs, by immediate!y giving 
the fu~ of two hundred pQunds,. to 

be 
H 
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· be diftributed for charitable and hu­

_mane purpofes, in his own and the 

adjacent villages, obferving, that as _ 

Heaven had raifed him to the ftile of 

a gentlen1an, it was both his duty and 

p-rivilege to beftow the gifts of' his 

Creator amongft the unhappy mortals 

who were once his equals, and muft 

ever remain his fellow-creatures. 

This acl:ion increafed the accla­

mations of the company, and warmed 
I 

the hearts of all his friends, who 

could, frmn this beginning, perceive 

what good he intended e:!fent1ally to 

perform with that wealth which God 

had given him .• 

-· His mother, particularly ftruck 

with his behaviour, informed the 

company, that 01e !Jad for many years 

retained one favourite wi{h within her 

breaft, which was, that as Providence 

had 

.. 



had pla-ced herfelf and hufband in fo 
low a , fi~tion, _ fon1e friendJy h~nd 
might draw her child ftom obfcurity, 
to :receive the ble.fsings of education, 
and that he -might one day have it 
in _his power to beflow that blefsing 
on others, which he then flood in · 
-need of fo much for himfelf. 

She. was cordially- •_corigratulated by 
the whole aifembly, on the complete 
fulfilment of her defire; the objetl:s 

_ 1 of Mr. Woodbine's ge,nerofity fufli­
·ciently expre:!fed their gratitude fe! 
the fame; and, after an elegant f up-

-per was ferved up, and the fcene en­
livened by a band of rnufic, the even­
ing clofed with matchlefs fatisfacl:ion­
to all parties. 

The fhepherd and his -yV1ife ad~red 
their God for hrs unfpeakable goo4i-­
nefs to themfelvcs and their child; 

Mr. 

0 

p 
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Mr. Loveboy triumphed in the mer-. 

tif ul act which called his darling to 

the higher ftations of 'life; and Mr. 

W oodpine? with the fair Matilda, re-

. f eived w;thiQ the bo~1nds of thejr 

native village -every blefsjng they 

cou1d defire. 

Thus, by ~ conftant adherence to 
the pr.ecepts of virtue, and the wot .. 

ihip of the Aln1ighty, was a SHEP• 

nERD's SoN exalted to the fummit 
' 

of felicity, ·and thus was a mother's 

pious WISij 4CCOMPLISHED, 

FIN IS. 

.. J • I 

I • J 
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