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I seem to have passed with one gilant stride from
Vontreal to the Prairie, but as a matter of fact 1t is not until
one has reached the Prairie, that the traveller meets with new
conditions and new problems. Ne traverses Cntario with 1ts
rrosperous mixed farms and its fruit pgrowing villages, but the -
general effect is the same ae in Rastern ‘merica. Then comes
the enormous stretch of the CGreat Lakes, that wonderful inland sea,
with great Ocean-going steamers. Ve saw the newly buillt Hﬁronic.
destined altopether for passenger traffic, and worthy to compere
both in internal fittings and outward appearance with many an
Atlantic Liner. The Indians looked in amazement at Le Salle's
1ittle vessel, I wonder what La 8alle and his men wonlad %hink of
the Nﬁronicl For two days In great cormfort we voyaged over the
inland waters. They lay peaceful for our passage, but we heard
grim stories of winter gusts and of ships which were never heard
of more. It is mot surprising that there showR be accidents for
the number of vessels is extraordinary, and being consthucted
with the one idea of carrying the maximmm of cargo, they arpear
to be not very etadle. I &am speaking now of the whale back freight
carriers and no%t of the fine passenger rervice,which nould not he
beaten.

I have sald that the number of vessels is extra-
ordinary. I have been %told that the tonnage rassing through Sault
Ste. Marie, where the Lakes join, is greater %than that of any
rort in the world. All the surplies and manufacturies for the
West move one way, while the corn of the great prairie, and the
ores from the Lake Supericr coprer and iron mines move the other.
In the Pall there comes the triumphant procession of the harvest.
Surely in more peoetic days banners might have waved and cymbals
clashed, and Priests of Ceres sung their hymmns in the vanguard, as
this flotilla of merey moved majestieally over the face of the waters
to the ald of hungry Burope. However we have cut ont the frills,
to use the vernacular, thuugh 1ife would be mone the worse counld
we tinge it a 1ittle wit: the iridescence of romance. Suffice it
now to say that an average railway truek contains 100C bushels of
wheat, that ther- are forty %trucks in a corn train, the whole 11ft
being 40.000 bushels, and that there exists at least one whale dback
which is capable of carrying 400.000 bushels, or ten train loads.
The sinking of such a ship would seem %o be a world's calamity.

We stopred at Sanlt Ste.Marie, the neck of the hour-
plase between the two great Lakes of Wuron and Superiore There were
several things there which are worthy of record. The Lakes are of
a different level and the lock wh ich avoids the dangerous raplds is
on an enormous seale. hnt, beside ‘it unnoticed save by those who
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know where %o lork and what to look for, thore is a 11ttle stone-
~lined cutting no larger than an uncovered drain, 1% is the detour
by which for centuries the voyageurs. trappers and oxplorers moved
their canoes round the Sanlt or fall on their Journey to the

great solitudes beyond. Close by 1%t is one of the old Fndson Bay
log forts with ita fire-proof roof, its loop-holed walls and every
other device for Indian fighting. Very emall and mean these things
look by the side of the great locks and the huge steamers within:
them, but where would Incks and steamers have been had these others
not taken their lives in thelr hands %o clear the way?

1 do want %o ‘ake my hat off once again %to the Prench
Canadisn. ¥e came of & smal! peorle, at the time of the British
Occuration I doubt If *here were wore than a hundred thousand of
them, and yet the mark they have lef% by thelr bravery and activity
upon this Continent is an #neffaceadle one. You rass right throngh
the territory of the "nited States, down the valleys of the Illincis
and of the NMissiesipri, and everywhere you come across Frenc' names.
¥arguette, Joliet, St. Louis, Noblle, New Orleans. Fow come thase
here? It was the Prench Canadians who, when the English Colonies
wers %111 eclinging %o the edge of the Ocean, pushed round from
the North into %he heart of the land. French Canadians first
traversed the great ‘merican rivers and sighted the /merlean Rockics.
Keep further north and stil’ their footsteps arc alwaye marked deep in
the e#0i1 bdefore you. COross the whole vast ylain of Contral Canada
and reach the Mountains. 7hat is that called, yon ask? That is
Yount Niette. And that? That is Téte Javme. And that lake? It is
Laeke Bruld. They wero mora than scouts in front of an army. They
were so far shend that the army will take a century yet before it
resches their outposts. Brave, endnring, light-hearted, rowmantie,
they were and are a fascinating rawe. The ideals of the British and
of the French stock may not ba the same, but while the future of
the country must eurely be upon British lines, the Prench will leave
thelr mark deeply upon it. Five hundred years honce their dlocd
will be looked upon as the aristocratic and dldtinctlive bloed of Canadaj
and even as the Englis'man is prond of his Norman ancestor, sc the
most British Canadian will prondly trace back his pecigree to the
point where some ancestor had married with a Tacherean or a De
Lotbinidre. It geems to me that the British can ot be too delleate
in their dsalinrs with such a people. They are not & subleot yeorle
Put partners in Empire and shonld in all ways be ftreated so.

®he other sight which Interasted ue at Seult Ste.
Yarie was an Indian or half-breed school. “he youns ladles who
conducted it seemed %o be kindnoss itself, dut the children siruck
me as mutinoms 1ittle devila. Not that their sctlons were anythipg
but demure and sedate, Put red muting smouldered in their eyes. All
the wronpe of thelr peorle meemed rrinted nrom “helr cast-iron visages.
Thelr race has 1ittle %o complain of from the Canadlan Govorament
whiek has treated them wiih such humanity that they have really
become a special endowed class llving at the expense of the commnitye
St111 there is the peremnial fact that where they once owned lake and
forest, they mow are confined %o %the fixed reserve. That no doudt is
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the whisper wrich bringe that brooding scowl upon voung faces. They
are & cruel peorle and in the daye of torture the children were even
more dlood thirsty than the rest. They are a race of caged falcons
and rerhaps it is as well that they are not likely %o survive the
conditions which they loved. =

By the way, 1 have never understood W
could look at a number of Red Indlans of any age or md doudt
where they came from. They are obvioms Aslatics, Tartars or Chinese,
with an occasional dash of Rsquimanx. This seems %o me %o apply
to the Indiasns as far sonth as Mexlco, Put if so,who peopled imerica
before these wanderers oame across? I have never Yeard of any

. rrimitive race unless it be %the digper Indians of the Sonth. There
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nare no verdtfeo of human occupation as far as I know which dear any
signs of great age. "as the whcle Continent an empty derelict ¢il1
within a recent period, with only ths wild deasts to vander over
ite vast plains and forestsl I write ¥kis far from books of reference,
but except an aneient skull dug up under doubtfnl circumstances at
Calaveras, I canrot remember any signs of anclent man, though the
extinet utmlo ran to size and number as nowhere else upon earth. On
the other hand In Central /‘merica one comes at once upen the signs
of ancient civilizations and of vanlshed Tmpires, founded aprarently
by races who came not from ‘sia, but el'her from the South or from the
8ea. If ome looks upom the monetrous figures of Zaster Island and
compares them with the Yexiean or “eruvian statues, it is hard %o
avoid the comelusion thet inm the one yon see the germ of the octher,
and that the Central American and Peruvian Empires had their origin
far out in the Pacific Ocean.

The Bwin €itles of Tort Willlam and Port Arthur, at
the head of Lake Superior, forg, I -think, the most growing commmnity
of Canada. They call them Bwin €itles, but I expect 1ike thelr
Siamese predecessors they will grow into one. Already the eudburbs
Join emch other, though proximity does not always lead to amalgamation
or even to cordiality, as In the adjacent towns of St.Panl and
Hinneapolis. Then the 11ittle imeriecan boy was asked Iin Sunday School
who jersceuied Saint “aml, he "gnesred 1% was MNimneapolles". 3But in
the case of Fort Willlam and “or% Arthur they arn so evidently
interdependant that 1t is A1fffenlt %o believe that they will fail
to coalesne, Wien thay do I am of orinion that they may grow %o be a
Canadian Chieago, and possidly hecome tha preatest city in the country.
411 lines converge thera, as does all the Lake "raffic, and evorything
from BEast and Yest mmat rsn through its 1If I were & rich man and
wighed to become richer, I should assuredly buy land in the Swin 8itles.
Though they 1ie in the very centre of the broadest portion of the
Continent the water comrunications ars so wond-rfunl that an osean going
steamor from lLiverpool or Glasgow can now unload at their gnays.

The prain elevators of Fort "illiam are really nmajestic
erections and witk a 11ttle change of thelr eonstruction micht be
sesthetlic as wells Xven now the huge cylinders in%to which they are
divided look a2t a 11%ttle distance not unlike the columns of Luxor.

Thie branch of human ingenuity has been pushed at Port Willlam %o iis
extreme. The las%t word hae been sald there upon every guestion covering
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the handling of grain. By some process,which is far beyond my
unmechanical brain, the stuff is even divided automatically according
to its guality, and there are special hospital elevators where
damaged grain can be worked up into a more perfect article.

By the way, it was here, while 1lying at a steamship
wharf on the very edge of the City, that I first made the acquaintance
of one of the original inhabitants of Canada. A cleared plain stretched
from the ship to a wood some hundreds of yards off. As I stood upon
deck I saw what I imagined to be a horse wander out of the wood
and begin to graze in the clearing. The creature seemed ewe-necked
beyond all possibility and looking cloeser I saw to my surprise that
it was a wild moose. Could anything be more characteristic of the
present condition of Canada -~ the great mechanical developments of
Port William within gun-shot of me on one side and this shy wanderep
of the wildermess upon the other. 1In a2 few years the dweller in
the great City will read of my experience with the same mixture of
ineredulity and surprise with which we read the occasional correspondent®
whose grandfather shot a woodeock in l‘laidcr Vale.

a

Talking of moose, an extraordinary adventure befel the
train in which we travelled, some few hours before we boarded it.
In the middle of the night the engine, rounding a curve, crashed into
2 bull moose which was stadding between the metals. I daresay the
glaring headlights petrified the poor creature with terror. The body
passed under the engine and uncoupled it from the tender, so that
it ran on by itself leaving the train behind. It was only when the
engine returned and the cause of the incldent was searched for that
the drad body of the creature was discovered a%t tho rear of the train,
jammed under the dining-car.

Beside the growing modern town I saw some rude mouldering
ghacks which are, a8 I learn, seme—es the wooden houses of the old
original Jesuit mission of Thunder Bay, the farthest point reached in
the old days by these brave priests, who reckoned that it took them
always a full year in canoes up the Ottawa and along the chain of
lakes before they could reach thelr parish. I am intensely conscioms
of how valuable every link with the past will be in the days to come,
and I Amplored some leading citizens to remove one of these huts %o
their town park, to furnish it in the old fashion, and to piously
preserve it for all time. I shouvld be proud to feel that I had
helped to rescue such a national possession.

The true division between the RZast and West of Canada
i1s not the Great Lakes,which are so valuable as a waterway, but lies
in the five hundred miles of couhiry between the Lakes and Wimnipeg.
It is barrem, but beautiful, covered with forest which is not large
enough to be of value as lumber. It is a country of rolling plains
covered with low trees with rivers in the valleys. The soil is poor.
It i¢ really a problem what to do with this belt, which is small
according to Canadian distance, but is none the less broader than the
distance between London and Hdinburgh. Unless minerals are found in it
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I should think that it will be to Canada what the Highlands of
Scotland are to Britain, a region set apart for sport because &%
has no other economic mse. The singular thing about this barren
tree land is that it quite suddenly changes to the fertile prairie
at 2 point to the Bast of Winnipeg. I presume that tere is some
geological reason, but it was strange to see the fertile plain
run up to the barren woods with as clear a division as there is
between the sea and the shore.

_ And now at last I am %o the West of Wimnipeg and
on thet Prairie which means so much both to Canada and %o the
world. It is wonderfully impressive to travel swiftly ell day
from the early summer dawn %o the latest evening light and %to sese
always the same 1ittle clusters of houses, always the same distant
farms, always the same huge expanse stretching to the distant
sky-line, mottled with cattle, cr greem with the half grown crops.
You think these people are lonely. What about the people beyond them
and beyond them sgain, each family in ite rude barracks in the
midst.of the 160 acres which form the minimum farm. Xo doubt they
are lonely, and yet there are alleviations. VWhen & man or woman is
working on their own property and seeing, &s esher people see, [ao,
their fortune growing, they have pleasant thoughts to bear them
company. It is the women I am told who feel it most, and who go
prairie mad. Now they have rigpged little %telephone circlee which
conrect up small gpoups of farms and enable the women to relieve
their lives by a little friendly gossip, when the whole district thrille
to the nsws that Mrs.Jones has been in the cars to Winnipeg and
bought a new bonnet. At the worst the loneliness of the prairie
can hever, one would thin)r, have the soul killing effect of loneliness
in & town. "There is always the wind on the heath, brother".

Land is not so easily picked up now by the Emigrant
as in the o0ld days when 160 acres beside the railroad were given
away free. There is still free land to be had but i% 1s in the bdack
country. However this back country of to-day is always liable %to be
opened up by the branch railway lines to-morrowe. On the whole, however,
it seems to be more economical, 1f the Bmigrant has the momney, %o
buy a partially developed well situated farm, than %o take up a virgin
homestead. That 1s what the American Emigrants do who have been
pouring inte the country, and they know best the value of such farms,
having usually come from exactly similar ones Just across the border,
the only difference being that they can get ten acres in Canada for the
price of one in Minnesota or Iowa. They hasten %o take out their
papers of naturalization and make, 1% is sald, most excellent and
contented ecitizens. Their energy and industry are remarkable. A body
of them had reached the land whiech they proposed to buy about the time
that I was in the West, They had come over the border mith their
wagons, threir horses and thelr ploughs. Being taken to the spot by
the land agent, %the leader of the party tested the soll, cast a rapid
glance over the general prairie and then cried, " I guess this will do,
boyssy Get off the ploughs.” The agent who was present told me that
they had broken an acre of the prairie before they slept that night.
These men were German ILutherans from Mimnesota and they settled in
the neighborhood of Seott. It may be hard for the British farmw

unused to the conditions, to compete against such men, but at it
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must be clear to him that there is no use his oempeding with a view to
agriceunlture in the western states of America, when the Americans
are themselves flocking into Canada. The gains upon the farme are
very considerable, 1% is not unusmal for a man %o pay every expense
which he has incurred, ineluding the price of the land, within the
first two years. After that with decent luck, he should be a prosperous
man, able to bring up a family in ease and comfort: 1If he be British
and Besires to return to the 014 Country, 1% shonld not bve diffieult
for him to save enough in ten or twelve years to make himself, after
selling his farm, more or less inderendent for 1ife. That is, as it
seems to me, an important considemation for many people who hesitate
to break all the old %ties and feel that they are leaving their
mother land for ever.

Everyone agrees that the Tmigrant farmer should have
a hundréd pounds &8 a minimum for his actnal start, apart fron
whatever he may have to give for the land. The man who has not the
money must earn it before he can %ake over oven a free homestead.
But it is not difficult for him %o earn it if he 1s saving and
industrious. Two or three years working for others, or better still
learning his trade in some mixed farm in Ontario, wonld give him the
poands. It 1s %o be noted that even in the corn-growing West the
mixed farms are those which seem to give the bast and most secure
resnlts. Hog raising, horse breeding, dairy produce - these are
lucrative insurances against a bad erope.

There is no end %o the agricultural possibilities of
the West and North-West of Canada. There is only am end %o the
railway development, but that is being pushed forward as fast as
the availadble Capital can be supplied. Up in the Peace River district,
far %o the North of the present grainlands, there is an enormous
area where the moil 1s so luxuriously prolific that 50 bushels can
be taken from the acre, and the wheat which has been sown in June can
be gathered within ten weeks, “Fhere is room for a milliom large
farms in this guarter. Considering how rich these farmers may become,
and how long is the winter at that high latitude I should not be
surprised to see the development of a large migratory porulation who
would come with the early spring and in the late fall would descend
to the warm pleasant places of the British Columbian Coast, there to
amuse themselves until work time came round once more.

So much abomt farms and farming. I cannot see how
one can write abont this western part and avoid the subject which is
written in green and gold from sky to sky. There is nothing else.

No where is there any sign of yesterday - not a cai#n, not a
monument. Life has pasred here but has left no footstep behind. But
stay, the one thing which the old 1life still leaves 1s just this

one thing - footsteps. Look at them in the 1ittle narrow black paths
which converge to the water - 1little dark ruts which wind and twist.
Those are the Buffalo runs of old. @one are the Cree and Blackfoot
hunters who shot them down. Gone tdo the fur traders who bought the
skins. Chief Pactor lNacTavish who entered into the great Company's
service as a boy, spent his 1ife in slew promotion from Fort This to
Fort That, made a decent Presbyterian woman of some Indian Squaw, and
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finally saw with horror in his old age that the world was crowding
his wild beasts out of their pastures. Gone are the great bizds &
upon which both Indlan hunter and fur trader were parasitical.
Indian, trader and buffelo all have passed and here cn the great
plaine are these narrow runways as the last remaining sign of a
venished world.

Edmonton is the Capital of the Western side of the
Prairie, even as Winnipeg of the Zasterm. I do not suprose the
average Briton hes the least conceptlon of the amenities of Winnipeg.
He would probably be surprised to hear that the Fort Garry Hotel
there is guite as modern and luxurious as any Fotel in Northumberland
Avenues There are mo such luxuries as yet in Edmonton, though the
Grand Trunk Pacific is preparing one which will egual the Fort Garry.
The town is in a strangely half formed condition, rude and raw, but
with a great atmosphere of energy, bustle and future groatness.
With 1ts railway comrections and waterways it is bound %o be a large
eity. A% pheseht the streets are full of out-of-works, great husky
men, some of them of magnificent physique, who find themselves at
a Toss—end on account of cessations in railroad construction. They
te11 me that they will soon be reabsorbed, but meantime the situation
18 the erudost object lesson in economics that I have ever witnessed.
Here are these splendid men, ready and williing %o work. Here is
2 new country ealling in every direction for labor. How coms the
tvo things to be even temporarily Jisconnected? There can be but
one word. It is want of capitale. And why ie the capital wanting?
Why is the work of the rallroads held up? Because the money market
is tight in London -~ London whiech finds according %o the most recent
figures seventy three per cent of all the money with which Canada
is developed. Such is the state of things, What will amend 1t?
How can capital be made %o flow into the best channels? By
encouragement and security and the hope of good returns. I never
heard of any system of socialiem which did not seem %o defeat the
very objeet which it had at heart. And yet it is surely deplorable
thet the men shomld be here, and that the work should be here and
that none can command the link which would unite them. %
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