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·' TO HEY{ 

;. ~R OY AL· H I GHNESS -: 

I 

P R r N c E s-s. 5 o P I-I I .A; · 

~ I r .._ 

MADAM, 

r J 

r 

. ,, . 
J F E E l.1 _ inexpreffible . · S.1-

tisfaction in being alld\ved to 
prefent to a PRINCESS -.of your 
.ciH:inguif11ed humanity and f\?ec.t

nefs of difpohtior1, thi•s little 
_Work: not merely on account of 

A 2, the 
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·-the .. honour it r~flelts on myfelf, 
(of wh-ich I am very fenfiq~e,) 
but from theperfuafion that ybur 
Patronage will give weight to 
thel Le1fon~s I -now ·· ~tternpt to 
;teach; and your exa1nple enforce 
th~ practice of th~m. 

I do not mean to fia tter you; 
. Madam, nor ·~vould· I on any at

c-ount fuggefl to y9ur mind, an 
,idea u-nfui.table ~o your ten~er 
years, therefore give me leave 
to add, that you mufl confide-r 
yourfe lf as , indebted· for this · 
;goQd difpoiitibn, ln the fo1l: plac'e 
to Divine .rr_ovidence, -and _in 
-tt~ p,.e·xt

1 
to the e;<tell~nt educ:i-. 

tion 

r 

t 
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tion which it is your happiner, 
• to receive. 

It you continue to avail your--; 

felf o1 thefe advantages you \vil l _ 

be a bleffing to your :Roy-al Pa,d 

rents, and an ornament to your 
country; and from your elevat

ed flation, ~rill be enabled- to -do 

much· good irr the world, by e~

citi-ng the emttlation of others-1 

of inferior ranks, to imitate your 

That thefe virtues. may in..; 

creafe with your gro\ving years, 

and that.the affni verfary of THI s 

DAY may, to the end of life,. at:.. 

A 3 fot..:i 
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ford ·:y.ou a coinfortahle·. retrof
peO: on tfie time that has paffed, 
is __ the fervent w~ih of, 
- l .., ' . , r -., .. , 

) .-. - . . . . . 
,.. :. r 
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Moa_· obliged, and 
J 

I 

Moft obedient Servant~ . . ( . . 

r 
J. 

,, .. 
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~"- D VE R,T IS EM E' N-' 1J· 

} 7 certainly comes within the compafs of 
Chrifiian Benevolence, to jhew compaf-

fion to the Ani1nal c ·reation ; and a good mind 

naturally iriclincs to do Jo. But as, through 

an erroneous edutation, or bad example, many 
children contrafl habits of tormenting £nferior 

creatures, before they are co11fcious of giving 

them pain ; or fall into the contrary fault of 

immoderate tendernefs to the1n ; it is h1ped, 

that an attempt to point out the line of conducl, 

which ought to regulate the aflions of human 

beings, towards th.o/e, over whom the - Su
p REME GovERNOR hath given them domini-

• .. ,I -

([ft, will WJt be t~ntght a ufelefs undertaking: 

fl. 4 qnli 
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and that the mode of conveying infirufling on 
this. Jubjell, which the Authoi- of thefof!o7.v.ing_· 
fleets has adopted, will engage-the, attention of 
young mind's, and prove injlrumental to t~ 
/7.aJ!pi?t!/s ;( mhnyian {nn~ten~~ aii{fn.~/i , 1. 

' ' 

T,j 

' ! 
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MANY' young ~~der-s thubilefs ,emem_h'el' 
- to lzave met rr.vrth a Book, . wh1ch gzve,s 

an accou1tt of· a. little boy, 1tamed11-lenry.~ mzd: 

his fzjier. CharJotte, who were indulged; by 

their Mcnnma,: with rivalki'nl: in. the jitlds andt 

gardens_; ~ where j!,.e mug ht them to tnke Jfar,ti

cular notice of e-oery ·olfje'Cl tHat pr:efent~-l,itfelf 

to their ,.,_;ieiv.: 'Jne confequence of this rruzs, thar · 

they contrac7ed ·a gr.eat. fond1-zefs for Animals ; 

and: ufed often to e~:frefs. a wtjh; that their 

Birds, Cats., Dogs, &c. could 'talJc, tlzav they 

might k;Jd cmrJerfation 7.v-it!i . them. CZh ei,-~ 
' . 

lvfammci, tH .. r.eftre, to · a11tufe· tlzt'm, cui11pn/ed· 

!he f cl/c-ir;ing Fabukus HiJ.1on:es ; in . 7.vhich' ti. ~1 

~ S . Jentlmef!._:~ 



fent/ments and affe{lions of a goJd Father and 
l!lf1Jt/2e;-, and a Fan:zily of . Ghildren, are fup-
pofed to be poif ej/ed by a N.efi of Redbreafts; -
and_ others _ of the feathe,:ed race · are, by the 
for/e of imagination, -endued w/th the fame 
f acuities : liut, before Henry and Charlotte be
zan to read thefe Hiflories, they were taught 
fo c-.011.fider them, not as. containing the real con-· 
,verfations of Birµs~ (/or that it is impojfible ' .. 

. . 

'l_v_e Jkmld ever underflanp,J but as a Jeries_ of 
F 1-\B LES, intended to conv.ey moral inffrucJion 
applicable to them/elves-, at the Jame time ihat 
they excite compaffen and tender:.nefs for thoft . . 
interejling and delightful creatures, on .which 

. ' 

Jut:h wanton cruelties are freqttently infliDed~ 
{md recommen~ uniYerfal B~nevolen~e~ 

l-lz_ruing given this account of tlie origin of_( 
t!:e fclh-:(l)ing little, TVork, the Author will no 
r✓n.zcc deta{,~ h~r . y~ung Readfr s frq11~ t.he pe-

. ru/aJ 
~ I .... 't • • .A C 
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rufal of it, as fae flatters herfelf, they ·wilt' 
find ample injlruElion, refpec7ing the proper· 

treatment of Animals, in the courfe of her Fa-:· 

hulous Hiflories, which now invite the~~ at(~!b

!{on, 

., 





Fabulous Hifi:ories~ 
.... 

C H A . P .. . L 

I N a Bole, wliich time fiad made, frr:~ 

wall: covered with ivy,- a pair of R 'ED• 

E R£AST S built· tlieii· neft. . No place could;· 

have been better, chofen for die purpofe ; ; 

it was fueltercd from the rain~ fkreened ·. 

from the wind~ and in. an orcliard~befong-r

ihg to a Gentleman, .. wli:o had ftrictly 

€barged: liis domefticks not to deftroy the , 

labours .of · th0fe little fongfters; wliicb :: 

_chofe His ground. as· an af y lum. 
In this -happy retreat; whidi no idle 

fclio0l-boy dared· to enter, the Hen R~d-
breaft depofited four - eggs, and then· took . 

her feat upon them; refoh'ing, 1hat no

thing fuould tempt her to leave the nefr, 

till fhe had natched her infantbrood~ Her 

tender n1ate every morntng brought he1· 

food, before he tafred any Himfelf, _and tben 

s_\,e~ g~,! witli ~ f2_n~ -
'----
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A1 len'igth theilayar;iveci; ,vhen: the·ha-~ 
py mother fieard _the chirping of her little 
ones ;· pleafing to her ears, as the prattle of 
a beloved chilcd to its fond parent : with 
inex·prefiible tcnde,nefs .fhe ·. fpread her· 
maternal, .wings to cover th:e1n, tnrew out
the egg-fhells in which they before lay con-· . 
:fined, then p~effeq _th~II! to

1
her bofom, and 

prefented them t0 -her- mat€~ who viewed 
them with rapture, and featcd himfeif by 
her fide, that he 1night Iha.re her pleafure. · 

We may promife·ourfelves much delignf 
in rearing. our J!ittle family,1. faid he; bul il 
will ·occaftqn · us a. great id{tahof. tr0uble; • l · 
would willingly ·bear· the., wholerfat-igue my--· 
felf, ·but it_ wil1 be jn1p0ffib±e1 Jor me;;· with 
the u tmoft labourt -and iinduflry·, , to f u pftl yt 
all our-nefilings with what is·· fuff-icient for 
their daily fupp0rt; it w-ill- ,therefore _be ne
ceffa.r.y for you; to 1-ea ve the n:efi oc,cafionally; 
in order f ometirneS' to feek ' pr<:>vifions fol! 
thein. - She d~clared her · creadinefs to <take 
a flight wh-:rneyer 1~ .fhoula -be · req11ifite} 
and faid, that there would. be . no necefiity 
fo r- h~-r to he long ab{ent, as fhe had -in her 
lafl:- excurfion difcovered a pla.ce near the 
orchard~, where foo'd was _foatte'red on ptir~ 
pofe for fuch birds as would take the pains 
~f feeking it; and cad~been informed. (by a 

. .Chaffin~~ 

I ) 

a 

la 

i.s 



~ 

[ 3' J 
Chaflinch, that there was no kind ,of danger
in picking it up. This is a lucky difcoyery 
indeed, replied he, and we muft avail our-
fel ves of it ; for this great incre~fe of fa
mily renders it prudent to make ufe of 
every expedient for fupplying our n~ceffi
ties; I myfelf, muft take a larger circuit; 
for fame infects that are proper for the 
nefilings- cannot be found in all places : 
however, I,, ill bear you company ·when.l 
ever it is in my powec The little ones 
now began to feel the fenfation of hunger; 
and opened their gaping mouths for food; 
on which, their kind father infiantly flew 
forth to feek it for them, and in turns fup , 
plied them all, as well as his beloved mate, 
-This was a hard day's work; an<l when 
evening Game on, he was glad to feek re- r 

pofe ; theref~re, turning his h~ad under his 
wing, he foon fell af1eep; his mate followed 
-his example; the four little ones had before 
fallen into a gentle f1umber, and perfect 
qµietnefs. for fome hours r~igned in the neit. 

The next 1norning they were awakened 
at the dav; n. of day, by. the fong of a Sky
lark, who had a neft near the o~·chard; ancl 
as the young Redbreafts w 0 re clamorous foe 
food, their father cheerfully prepared hirr..-
~~!f !O £_~ne~ gi~ ~op, put ~r_!l !equefied his 

mate -~ 
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-~-·1:ate fo" acCGmpany him. to the place ffi~ 
had: mentioned.: . :Fhat-· l wi1I do> ~eplied1 
the, al a proper hour, bu.tr iris too earl¥ yet;,, 
I muft,, therefo1re,., entreat. that~ ym1 will. go, 
by yourfelf, and. procure a:-breakfaff for us,., 
as I am fearfuL:of leaving: the_ nefi1ings be~·
fore the air is~ warmer,. feil: they fhould be 
(,hillid. · .To.-tn1sJie: readily c0nfented, . and~ 
fed all his· little darlings, to whonq for die 
.(ake of diftilli..-'lion,; I fhalF give die names of· 
R.obin,, Dkky-,. Flapfy, and Ped~fy .. Wh~n 
this kind office was performed,, he perched. 
(9n an adjacent. tree; and · tfiere, . while lie 
~eil:ed;,; . ent~rtained~ hi~-fa~ly _wi:tn ~is me
J9dy, till his mat:e (prmging from. tne neft, .. 
called. 0ni him to . attend Her; 011 whidi he 
fnil:-antry .tt>pk wing;. andi followed.., her ta·, 

~ courr-_ya:rd; , belonging to-!-an,elegant:man-
fion. · -

No·i fooner di.cF rhey aprear before the. 
parlour window, tH.an· it ·was h~il:ily tJirown~ 
up by Mifsr. Harriet Benfon~ a little girl . a-·: 
bout· eleven· year-s ola, the daugfiter of die 
G~ntleman. and· I.ady to whom, the hou[e·-
pelonged.. . 
· Mifs Harriet; with great" delight, caJled· 
her brotlier to fee two Robin Redbreafts :.: 
Her fommons was inflantly eompl!e<l :witl:i, . 
and-ffie was joined by Mailer Frederick,,. 
fl-: ii~e diubhy rof5r-c!Jeeked· hoy, about fix 

year~ 
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·years of ac:e~ who, as foon as he had taket-il 

a peep·atthe feathered fuangers, r~n to ~isr 
mamma, and entreated her to give fum~ 

fo1nething to feed the birds wI!h.. 1 ~uil:1 

have a great piece of bread this mormng, 

_ {-aid he, for there are all the Sparrows and 

Chaffinches that come every day, and twd 

Robin· Redbreafls- befides. Here is a~ pie-ce

fo1: you, Frederick, replied- M:-s .. Benfon,. . 

eutting a roll that was on the fable ; buf 

.if your daily penfioners continue to in-:· 

creafe, as they have done lately, we muft 

provide fome other food for them, as it is 

not righf' t'o cut p1<>-re.s frG>m a loaf on p.ur
pofe for birds, becc1:ufe there are many 

ch1ldren that . want bread, to' whom we 

fhould give tl1e preference~ WouJcf y0ti 

rleprive a poor little hungry boy of his 
break.faft1 to give it ro birds ·? No, faid 

Frederick, I woufcf fooner gi've my ow~ 

b'reakfaft to a poor _boy, than fu.e fnould go 

wifhont. But where· fhall I get vittuals 

enough tor n1y birds? I will beg the cook: 

N> fave all the crumbs i11 the bread-pan, and' 

deiire John to preferve ail he makes, when 

he cu:ts the loaf for di-nner, and thofe which. 

are fcattcred on the table-cloth. A very 

good fcheme, faid t1rs. :Benfon, and I ad

vife ybu, my dear, to put it in execution;. 

f<?! ! make no doust it ~iU anfwer your 
pur __ 
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purpo[e,; if yoµ ' Cail; prevail on the ~rv.antt 
to ind ul9"c 7ou: I canuot bea·r to. fee the~ .J '· .. , -• - - - - • I • 

leaft fragm,::nt of fo:od wa:fted; w~hi&h may, 
eondu~e t9 the fuppo~t of life in any cr,ea~ 
ture . 

. M~fs Harriet b½.ing qui.te i-mpat-ieri.t ta f)(.l 
erc;if e her benevolrnce, r~quefted q.~r:. bro
ther to- remember t~a t the poc;n; bjr,-d_s, , for: 
whom :lie had · been-- 3; -(l!ccefsft!l .fpliGit0r,·
'VfOuld f9on- fly_ away,- ,if he :·d~d nqt-make 
hafte to feed th~m -_; . 9_n_ )Y.b}~h h~-. ran, to rhe.· 
window wi-th ·his trea:fure in.· his hand. · 
. Wµen -_ Mifs Harrie~ f:i~ft _appe~re~, . thci 

w_inged fuppliants ·appr_oa,ched with_ e~gery 
expe,~afi0;n ~f the daily handf~l; which th€_ir, 
kind be11•efactref,s . m-ade· it a c_uftom to· dif-· 
tribute, and w~re furprized at the delay of: 
her charity, · Th~y hoppe~ around· the 
window-:--thev . chirped--"'."'they twittered; 
and e·mploted aJ1 . their. _ 1itJle _arct:s to g_ain 
attenti_on:; and wert on 1the p<Ji-nt_ _of, ,d~~ 
parting, when ~Mailer . F. red,erjpk., ~~~akirtg, 
a bit, frc;5m-- the piece h~ hekf in· his hand, ,aJ~ 
te~npt~.d- t,o fc~tter it amoogft .the~, caU,4 
ing out at the· fame time, Dicky . '.pick_v·t 
On h.:,atir.rg the· wt;}l-l~noy.rn· fo1:1n.d of 1~ 
vitariqn, the littl~ flock -· immetha_tet,y i;lrew. 
n·~~F:-:-:Ma u~i:- ;F r.~~d~rick ·held fa . {h~rt :~CEl~ ' 
_tefl ~w ith_ his J1fr~r;· in order to, -prevail with 
her to kt __ him •f~ed. all the .birds hiro(elL; 

- but 

) 
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but finding that he could not fling the 
crumbs far enough for the Redbreafis, who,. 
with the timidi~y of fl:rangers, kept at a 
difiance, he refigned the tafk, and Mifs· 
Harriet, with dexterous hand, threw fome of 
them to the very [pot wfiere the affectionate· 
pair flood, waiting for an opportunity of 
attracling her notice, and with grateful 
hearts picked up the portion ailigned· them, 
and in the mean while, the other birds 
having fatisfied their hunger, fucc~flively 
withdrew, and they were left alone. Mafier 
Fred 0 rick exclaimed with rapttn-e, that the 
two Robin Redbreafis were feeding ! and 
Mifs Harriet meditated a defign of t11~!ng
the1n, by repeated infianccs of kindn::fs. Be 
fure, 1ny dear brother, fard fl1e, not to fo::
get to afk the cook and John for the crmnbs; , 
and do not let ,the leaft little 1norfel of any 
thing yo~ have to eat, fall to the ground. · 
I will be careful in ref pc.{t to m~ne, and -
we ,vill collclt all that papa and rna1nrna 
crun1bl~; and if we cannot by thete mea;1.:, . 
gc-t CTio1·gh, I will -{i)end fome of my mo;iey 
in feed for th 0 1ri.-O, faid Frederick, I 
would give all the money --I have in the 
v.:orlJ to buy viduals for my dear, de2.r 
birds. Hold, my love, faid ·Mrs. Ben{ o~, 
thoug}1 Lcon1:n~nd your· humanity, I m·dl: 
~em~nd you aga1n> that there are rcor peo-

ple-
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p.Ie as well as poor birds.-,-;. \,V ell, man1ma; 
replied· Frederick, I will only buy aJitfle~ 
feed' therr> As he fpake tfre Ia~-words, the 
Redbreafts having finiihed ' their meal, the 
m,other-bfrd- expreff ed her impatience tO' 
ieturn to tf1e n~ft :· and having obtained 
Iler m'ate's conferrt; repaired with alf P?ffi~ 
~le fpeed to-h~r_ h~mble habitation, whilfr 
he tuned' fiis~ n1efo~ious· pipe, and cteI~hted 
their young benefaltots with hls mufic ; he 
then feared "into the air., and took his flight' 
to an adjoining garden, wnere lie ·had a, 
great chance of .finding w:orm! for his fa-~ 
~~ . 

r 

c· H A P. II. 

MASTER BENSON expreffed· great~ 
concern that the Robins were gone ; · 

but was comforted_. by his fiil:er, who re
minded fom, that in al1 probability hig., 
new favourites, having- met with fo kind · a: 
reception, would. re~m on the ~orr~w. 
Mrs. Henfon then bid them· fhut the wm
dow,_ and taking Frederick in her lap, ancf 
defiring Mfs Harriet to fit down by her;. 
thus addre!Ied them. 

Iam 
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l ain delighted, my ,dear ch1ldren·; witli 

) 1our '-huxnane 'behaviour towards the ani
-mal creation, -and wifh ·by all -means to en .. 

-courage -it. But though a. ,moft -commend-r-

~ble propenfity, ·it .requires regulation; let 

_me therefore recommend to you, not t9 

fuffer it -to gain upon you to fuch a .degree, 
as to make you -unhappy, or forg<: tful 9£ 
-thofe, who have 1a fuperior claun -ro your 
attention: I 1nean poor people;· alway~ 

:ke·ep in mind the difireffes which they en

:dure, and.on no account wafte any kind of 

.food, nor give to inferior an~µ1als wha:t is 

.defign_ed for .mankind. 
Mi[s ·Harriet promifed to follow her 

mamma's inftruc\:ion~s _; but ·Frederick's.at-

".tention was entirely engaged by watching 

.a B-uttetfly, which ·had juft left the ohry-
falis, and was flutter-mg in the windo,v~ 

~longing to try its wii1gs i_µ the air and fun

·, fhine. 1~his Frederick was v.er.y defo:ous 
,of catching, ·but hisn1amrna wou.ld not per .... 
,n1it him to .attempt it ; becaufe (fhe told 

hin1) he could not wdl hy~·hold of its wings 

without doing it an ~jury, and ·it wouid be 
much happier atliberty. Should you like, 
,Frederick, faid fhc-, ·when you are going 

· out to play, to ·have any body ·by hold on 

you violent.ly, fcratc;h you aH over, then 
,t?fier you fon1ething to egt which is ve(y 

difagrecal:>le, 



~1fagreeable, and perhaps poifonous~- and 
1hen fhut you up in a: -little dark roomJ 
_And yet this is the fate .to w.hich · -many an 
_harrnlefs .infect is condemned by, thought~ · 
Je[s child;en. As foon _-as Frederick under
flood thRt he could riot c~tch the Butterfly 
'without hurti:ng it, he gave up the point; 
;and,aifured hls mamma, he ~id n0t :want t~ 
.keep it, bu_t ·only fc carry it out _of doors:-

. ;,N" eU, replied fhe, that e·nd may ~e an[wer-::
~ed by 0pening the window, which at her 

·:d efire wa~ done --by rvfo.s Harriet; the happy 
infe~ feifed tlie. oppo ·tunity ·of efcapir_1g, 
~and Freclerick'. .had foon· the pleafure· of fe~, . 
J~g it in a rq[e-tree; . "J • • . " 

:. Break.fail: -·~eing erided, Mrs. Benfon re? 
._minded the -young lady and gentleman, that 
_it was almufi time for ~heir ldfo11s to -begin;; 
but defirt';d ,their maid .to take ttieµi into the 

:_ garden be.fore they applied to bufi.nefs, 
. w hilft . f11e gave fame directions i-n_ the_ fam\ ... 
_ly ; and -.Mafier Fr.ederick, during -his ~ [dk,: 
1amufed himfelf . with watching the Butter
:fly, as it flew fro1n flower to .flower, which 
· gave more pleafure than ,he could poflibly 
have r_eceived -from catching and confining 
the littl~. t,ender creature. 

Let us now Jee what becan:1eof our Req
:breafts, after they left their .y.oung bene-.• 
.:factors, ; . 

fl 
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._ The hen bird, as l informed ·you: re-: 
:paired i1nmediately to the neft; her -heart 

Jiuttered with apprebenfi.on .as fhe entered 

1t, and !he eagerly ~alled out, " Are you 

_all fafe my little dears·?" All fafe, my good 

,mother, replied Peckfy, b~t a ·little hungry, 

and rv-ery cold. Well, faid (he, your lail 

_complaint I can foon remove ; ·but · in re:

fpect to f§!tisfying your hunger, that 

_1nuft be your father's tafk, for I have not 

been able to bring any thing good ·for you 

,to eat; hqweyer, -he will foon be here, iJ 

make nG doubt. Then f preading her wings 

over them all, fhe foon comm.unicat~d 

warmth to thern;and they _were again com;

for-table. In a very fhort time her 1nat~ 

_returned, for he only .ftaid at Mr. Benfon's 

.to finifh his fo.ng, and refrefh himfelf with 

fo1ne clear water, ·which his new friends 

.alway~ kept in the place where they fed 

,the birds, on purpofe for their little per~

fioners. ,He brougl'rt in his mo~th a worm,' 

which was given to Robin; and was going · 

to fetch.one for Dicky, but that his mate 

reminded hirp of their agreement, to divide 

. betwixt them the care of p~oviding for the 

.famly. My young ones are now hatched, 

laid fhe, and you can keep the1n warrn ;is 

~well as rnyfelf; take 1ny _place, therefor_e, 

.ind tJ1e next excurfion fh~ll be mine. I 
con[c_nt) 
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ronfent; ~fw.ered -'he, with fhe iri6re .p1eiiJ 
{ure, becaufe I think a little ~y.ing now 
rand "then 'will do ,YOU goQd ; but to Ja'\1'.~ 
·.you the tr-0uble-0f ,a painful fearcb, I' ca.n 
{direc\: you to a {pot, where -you may be 
:ceptain of finding worms enow -for thi~ 
morning's fupply. ,·He then defcribed th~ 
:place ; anu ;in1mediatel-y on her -quitting 
,.the nefi .en~red it,. and gath€rgd "his. young 
.ones under his wings.-CQme, ·my .dears·; 
:.faid ··he, 'let us fe~ what kind of a nu rf e I 
;~an -1nake _; but -an "qukwar<i one, I fear _; 
_ .even every mother.;.bird is . ·not --a good 
jnurfe: but.you are very fortm_1ate in .your's~ 
for fhe -is.,an ,exceeding ~te.11der one, ' and '-J 
,hope .you w.i1l.make her_,a· dutiful return for 
;h~r kindnefs. T -hey all promifed'him fhey 
. would : \veil, then, faid ·he, I -wi11 fmg , you 
ra fong. ·We did fo,, .and it was . a ver:y 
:inerry ·on-e)-and "1elighted the _neftlings ex
.<tremdy ; .f.o that ·t11ough . they. hiid a Jittl~ . 
-~nconve-r-;.iently under -his wji)gs, ·they ·did 
not reg..ardr lt, nor- think the . time of ther_r 

,1nother's abfericeJong ; ilie·had_not fucceed
. . ed in the. place .fl1e firfi went to, as a boy 

~was picking up -worms to., ~pgle )Vi.th, of 
whmn fhe was ilfraid, .. fl,n.d ther.efore flew 

,.farther -: .but .as foon as fhe obtained what 
fhe went for, (he rct{Jrne.d :\~ith -aJ(po!Iible 

:·-fi)eed; and ~otwithfl:andi_~ fhe had re
peated 

. . 

~ 
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peated inv:itations from fever.al gay birds 
which. ihe met, to join their fFortive par
ties, fhe kept a fieady~ courfo, preferring 
-the pleafure of . feeding little Dicky, to rdl 
,the diverfions of th~ fields and groves. As 
foon as the can1e near the neft, her .rnate 
ftarted up to make room for 'her., and td,..e 
·his turn of providing for his farnily. Once 
1nore adieu ! faid ,he, }1nd was out of fight 
-in an irtfiant. 

Well, my n~filings, faid . the ·rr10tl1er,,' 
ho-.v do you do r Very well, thank you, 
replied all at once ; and we have been very 
·merry, faid Robin, for 1ny father lias fung 
1.1s a f\veet fong. I think, faiJ Dicky1 I 
·fbould like to learn it. Vl ell, replied th8 
mother, he will te2ch it you, I dare fay: 
here he comes, aflre ·him. I mn afhamc,u, 
fa-id Dicky. Th.:n you are a filly b~ ~c1, rc
vlicd fh.e. N c\-er be afhamed, but when 
you commit a fault: a{king your fa,tlier to 
teach you to fi11g, is not one; 2nd good 

1 1· 1 1 1 . ·parents oc 1r..1t t teacn tnc1r yo1:11g oni:s 
·CVf'ry t!1ing that is pro Fer and uieful. \f Int
ever 10 good a father frts you 2-n examr,1~ 
of, you m:iy fafely de0.1e to i~11itr:te. ~rhcn 
addrcffi.1:g herfrlf to her n:.c~t~, ,T, ho for ~n . fi fl- l I .~ r, in ant Loppec at tne ent12ncc • . .r the :1c1, 
that he might not interrupt hrr inftn:,~-c icn~, 
A1n .1.T i'l(v't 1·ici1t r:;d n1.;:, ; n " J,,..;. I ·-l;nr,> b"- ' ..... _. - ~, --.L \1 J..-"- ... l _ ----< _.,, 

B ;Lf,-
.J ----
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juJl told them? Perfectly fo, replted be ; · 
I fhall have pleafure in teaching them all 
that is in 1ny power; but we muft talk of 
that another time. Who is to feed poor 
Peck[ y ? dh ! l, I, arrf wered the mother, -
~nd was gone in an inflant. And -fo you 
want- to learn to fmg, Dic_ky? faid the-fa
th~r. VI ell then~ I will repeat my fong, 
fo pray liften very attentiveiy _; you ma-y 
learn the notes, though you .will not. be 
able to ·practife , them till your ~-oice is 
ftronger. He then fung with the fame ap-_ 
probation as before. 
- Robin now remHrked, that it was very 
p retty indeed, and expreifed hi➔ de-fire to 
learn it alfo. By all means, faid his father,
l fhall fing it very often, fo you may learn 
.i_t if you r,leafe. For my part, faid Flarf y, 
I do net t11ink 1 could have patience to 
· learn it, it \vil-1 •take· fo much time.-N o ... 
tl1inf, my dear Flapfy, anfwered the father, 
can be acquired w.ithout: patience, and I 
mn forry to find your's 'begin to fail you 
aheady : . But I hope, _if you have no tafle _ 
f.or rr1ufic, t:hat you ·wiU .give the greater 
app'.ication to ,things _that may be of more 
i1nportai1ce ·to you. y\rell, faid •Peckfy, I 
would apply to rnuf1c with £.11 my heart, but 
I do not beli~ve it r,oHible { or 1ne to atta·m 
.it. Perhars not, replied her father, }?t1t _I • • J. ._. , ~ do 
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do not doubt your application to w11atever 
y0ur mother requirei5 of you, and fhe is an 
excellent judge both of your talents, and of 
what is fuitable to your ·nation in life. She 
is no {ongfter 'hcrfelf, and yet !he is ve1 y 
clever, I affure you. I-Iere fh,~ com-:·s. 
Then rifing to make room for her, take 
your feat, n1y love, faid h~, and I will 
perch upon the ivy. The hen--agc;_ in covered 
her b:ood, whilft her mate amufed her 
with his finging and converfation, till even
ing reminded them of repofe ; exceptinv, 
that each made alternate excurfions, as t11e 
appetites of their young ones required. 

In this manner feveral days .paffed with 
little variation, the ncfilir1gs were very 
thriving, and daily gained ftrengfh and 
knmv kdge, through the care and attent~on 
of their indulgent parents, who every day 
-vifited their friends, ·Mafier a_nd Mifs Be:'i
fon. Frederick had been fuccefsful in his 
aprlication to both the cook ar,d footman, 
by w'hofe afEftance he obt:1i1,_ed encusJ1 for 
h'1s dear birds, as I e called t!1ern, \v11 bout 
in.fringing on the rights of the l'C'Gr; a,nd 

'he. was fiill able to produce a h:tl;prnn_'ll 
whenever bis papa or mamma 1=oi:1~ed out 
to hin1 a pro1x~r ob),Ctl° of Ch:u-ity. 

13 z C fl A P. 



' 
·-..,-- ... , .,, 

T~T happened one dar, :-that both the Red.: . 
J... breafis., who always went together to 

1 

·1\1r. B_enfon's (becaufe, if one had waite~ · 

-for the other's re_turn, it would have miffed . 
. •the chance of being fed)- "it happ~ned, I ~ 

fay, that they were both ~;itbfent longer than 
__ ufual, for -their ,little benefactors h~ving 

'"be·en fatigued with a very 'long walk the · 

e_vening before, lay· late in bed that morn,. . 
ing:; ,but •as .foon as Fr'ederick was dre£fed, 

J 1is fd1er, vvho. was wa.iting . for . ~im, took. 
hi1n by the hand, and led )1im down flairs, · 

-whe're he -l1afi:ily d~manded of . the c~ok 

_. the collection . of .crumbs referved for him . 
. As foon r~s he enter·ed the brea:k.fafi par-
· lour, he ran fcgerly to the window, and at- . 

__ tempted to fli J).g it up. J .VJ.cat is .the cau[e 
· of this 1ni~hty~ bufile ? ·faid his :1narm11a, . 

Do you not perceive .that I am in the 

roc1n, Frederick? Oh, .my birds!-1ny birds! 
cried he. I underfiand, ~rejoined Mrs. Ber:i,
fon, that you have neglected to fe_ed your 

little penfion~..rs ; how ca1ne this abcut, ~ar-

. riet? \Ve ,.vere fo tired lafi night, anf\v-ered 

_ Mifs . Benfon, that we . overf1ept ourfel ver-, 

'.:f.11ame1a. This exc1Jfr nrny fatisfy you nnd 
I. ; yo.ur 

} 
In 
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your broth~r, add·:d the Lady; but I feat' 
your birds would bring h::avy co~plaints 
againfi you, were th~y able to talk our 
language. But make hafte to fupply their 
prefent wants j and for the future, when
ever you /give any living· creature caufe to 
depend. on-you for Iuftenance, be careful · 
on no account tO difappoirit it ; and if 
you are prevented feeding it yourfelf, erri
plo_y anothi:r p:ifon to do it fo~ you. BLit 
though it is very commenda_ble, and in
deed an obligation on our humanity, to 
be attentive· to your dependants, yet you 
·muil: nor let thi:s make you forgetful of 
·your du~y to- your frien·ds. It is · cui: 
tomary tor little boys and girls to pay 
their refpeccs to their papa's and 111arrt
m1's every morning, . as foon as they fee 
them. This, Ffe_derick, you ough't to have 
done to me, on entering the padour, inftead 
of tearing aero{~ it, crying out, 1n y birds ! 
my birds ! It woultl _ have taken you but a 
very little time to have done fo; however, T. 
will excufe you~ neglea now, my dear, as 
you did not intend to offend me; but r· 
expelt that you will fo_ manage the btifinefa _. 
·you have UJ1dertaken, that it may not break 
in on Y<?:Ir hrgher obligations. You depend 
:is 1nuch on your papa and ffiP~ for every 
thing you want, as thefe little- birds do on 

B 3 yo1.1 :_ 
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JOJ~ :. nay; more fo, for they could fupp1y 
their own wants, by feeking food, in other 
. p1aces ; but children can -do nothing to-
wards their fuppo_rt : therefore it is parti
cularly requifitt;.r that the>y ihould be duti
ful and refpechul to thofe, whofe tender
nefs and care are copfiarttly exerted for 
their b~nefi_t. l\1ifs Hq,rriet promif ed her 
tnamma, that fhe would, on all occafrons, 
endeavour to beha-ve as- fhe wifhed her to 
90; but I a111 forry to (ay, Frederi"ck was 
1nore intent on opening the window, than 
·on imbibing the gucd inftructions that were 
1?}ven him : this he could not effect,.. and 
thetefore }Iarriet, by her 111:unrna"s per
miffiort, went to his ailifiance, and the flore 
·of provlfions was dif pen fed. As many of 
the birds }1ad Refls, they eat their 1neal 
.with all poiribie_ expeditfon; amongft thfa 
number were th~ Robins; who. difpatch~d 
thts bufinefs · as focn as they could, f~r the 
h:.n was arn~ious to return _to her little one~, 
{!nd the cock to proture_ ·them a break.fail:.; 
and having given his )'O~mg frieRds· a fere::-
11ade, before they left their bed-chambers, 
he did not think. it neceffary to flay to fing 
any more, they therefore departed. When 
the mother.,..bird arrived at the 1vy wall, fhe 
fl.opt at the entrance of the nefi, with -a 
palpitating heart; but feeing }ler broodf:a!l 

~ -

I' 
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fafe ~nd well, fue haH:ened to take th~1n 
under her wings. As foon a~ ilie was feated, 
!he obferved that they were not fo cheerful 
as ufuaL vVhat is the n1atter ? faid fhe; 
How have you agreed during my abfence? 
To thefe queftions all were unwilling to - ~ 
reply, for thf:'. truth was, that they had been. 
quarrelling aimoft th~ whole time. What, 
all filent ?' faid !he ; I fear you have not 
obeyed my com1nands, but have been con-
tending. I defire. you will tell me the 
truth. Robin, knowing that he was the 
greatefi offender, bega~ to jufiify hi1nfel~ 
before the others could have ti1ne to lay ari 
accufation againil him. 

I arn fure, mother, faid he~ I only gav~ 
Dicky a little peck> becaufe fie cro\vdf d 
me fo; and all the others joined with him; 
and fell upon me at once. · 

Since you have begun, Robin, anfwe.red 
J)icky, I 1n~ft fpeak, for you gave 1nf a 
very ha-rd peck indeed, and I was afraid 
·you had put out my. eye. I am frire r 
n1ade all the room I could for you ; but ' 
you faid you ought to have half the nef1, 
and to be mailer, when· your father and 
mother were out, becaufe you are th~ eldefr. 

I do not love to tell tales, faid FJap(y, 
b1 1t what Dicky fays is very true, Robin; 
and . you plucked two or three lit-tl-e fea~ 

thers 
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thers out of me, <~mly 
y0n not to ufe us ill. 

,1, 
'J ' 

becaufe -I begged 

P~nd you fer ymu' _ foot very hard upon 
me, . cried P.eckfy, for telling y0u that you-
had forgot your dear mother's injunction. 

This is a fad. ito:-y indee9, fa1d the mo-·
th::r. J ~1TI very f orry to fin a, Robin, that' 
yo:_i aire~dy difcover fucH a turbulent dif-
pofitio:;:1:_ If you go on in this manner, we 
iliail have no peace .in- the neft) 11or can ( 
]e~ve .it wit~ · any qegree of fatisfaEtion. 
·4s for your 15:eing tlie ekieft, though it 
n1akes me {he~, you a preference on aff 
prop~r occafions, it does not give you a-
privifoge to.. domineer over your brother 
and fifttrs. You are all equally the -objecls 
of our tender crire, which we fhall exercife . 
equal_ly , am:e~gCt you, provid_ed you do 
not forfeit ·it by ·oa:d behav-iour. To f.he,~
you tlnt ycu-are not 111aftcr of the neft, I 
~el.ire you to get from ;mder my wing, and 
fit on the o·..1tfid·"', ., ,vhil(t I chetifh-thofe who 
f;_rc dutiful 2.nd good. Robin, greatly n1or
tified, retired fro1n hi.s moth~r ; on which 
Dicky, ~vith the utmo[t kinqnefs, began t0 , 

j ntcrcede for him. Pardon tiobin, my 
dear 1nother, I entr~at you, faid h:::, °J 
Ii~artily fo;:-~ive his treatment of me, an_d 
,vm.1!d not have complained to you, had 'lt · 

. not been neceifary f0r my 9w11 j4fti~c;1-
t1on-. 



ti?n~ . You ·are a ·good bird, Dic~y~ faid 
hrn 1nother, but fuch an offence as tms muft 

be repented of bef0re it is pardone~. At 

this inftant her ma1:e returned with a fine 

worm, · and looked as Q(ual {or Robin, who · 

lay fkulking by himfdf. Give it, faid the 
rrioth~r, to Dicky, . Robin muft be ferved · 

laft this morning; nay, I do no.t know 

whether I iliall pennit him to have any 
,~iauuls all day. Dicky was very unwilling -

t0 mortiry his brothe11, but on his m·0ther's 

commanding him not _to detain hi~ father, 

he opened his mouth and [wallowed the 

delicious mooth:uL ·what can be the 

matter, _ faid the good father, when he had 

ernptted·his mouth, furely no}1e of the lit
tle orres have been naughty ? 'But I can

not flop to enquire a~ prefent, for I left 

another fine worm, which may be gone if 
I do not make hafle back. 

As fo:)n as he departed, Dicky renewed 

his folicitations that R'obiri might be for

given ; but as he fat [welling with anger 

and difdain, bcca:ife he fancied that the 

eld~fi fhould not be fhoved to· th~ o·-1tfide 

of his n1oth~r's wing, whilft th~ othen were 
fed, fh~ would not hear a word in his be

haic The fath~r foon came an9 fed Flapfy, 
and th~n, thinking it befi for his mate to 

ccntinue h·~r :~!1:rua;ons, he m::.de ar.c ther 
J3 'i ~}:~ .ir: -
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iicurfiori_ ;-~ during- whkh,.- ~eckfy~· ·wliofe 
Uttl~ heart -was full of affeltionate concern: 
f-or the pu~ifhmertt .--o(her brothe_;, t.hus at~ 
t~1npted · t0 comfort -him.,_ 
· Dear Robin, do not· grieve, J ,will give 
you my break.fa.ft, ~f my mother will let me~. 
0, · faid 'Robin:,-. J · do not_ want any break
faft '; -if · I ·may ~not be ferved jirfl, I will 
have noize. ·· Shnll.:I a1k my· mother to. for-
give you ? I don't want any of-your~ inter .. 
ceflions, replred he ·; if you had not been a 

- p 94crl of _ ill-natured things, I fhould not! 
:lfave been pufhed-about··as J- am;, 
. ~ Come back--; Peck(y, faid the · mother;· ' 
who overheard· them, I · will:not · have you 
·hold converfe : with fo naughty a b-ird. I 
forbid every . one -of you even · to go near 
li'im:- The father then arrived, and Peckfy 
was fed. · You may refr ,yourfelf, my dear; 
fo.id the mother, your morning'·s tafk is 
ended: Why, what · has Robin - done? 
~fkt:d he. vVh:it-I am for ry to relate, ihe 
repHed : Q!arreJled with his brother and_ 
fi.fiers. Qa:-relled with his brother and 
fiilers l yot.1 furprize n1e: I could riot have 
fu fi.1 '?.cted he would have · been. either fo 
fm;liln or fo· urik1nd.-O, this ·is not ail, 
faid th~ 1T10.ther, {-or h:': prefun1es ·Qn being 
ths eLlefl:, and cl::i ~m3 half the neft to him
(~lf w_hep we a_re abfent) anc. now is.fulle:;-1, 
·- - Q~(auf~ 
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becaufe he is difgraced, and nol fed firfl: ·as :.· 
ufual. If that is the ca[e, replied the fa
ther, leave me to fettle ~his bufrnefs; my 
dear, and pray go into the air a little, for 
you fee1n to be fadly agitated. I am dif
turbed, faid fhe, I confefs; for after all my 
care and folicitude, I did not ex·pect fuch a 

fad recompenfe as this. - I am forry to ex-
. pofe thls perverfe bird," . even to- you, but 
he refiils my efforts to reform him. . I wi\l -
do as you defire, go into the air a little; 
fo fayirtg, .fhe repaired to a neighbouring . 
tree, where ihe waited, with anxious ex
peB:ation, the event of her mate's inter--:.-

pofition. . _ ~ . 
As foon as the mother departed, the·_ 

father thus addreffed the delinquent. And -
fo, Robin, you want to · be mafter of the · 
neft ? A -pretty mail:er you will make in -
deed, who do not know even l:ow to go
vern your own temper ! .J -will not ftand· 
to talk much to you now, becaufe, in your 
prefent. difpofition, you would in all -proba
bility turn a deaf ear to my adrr.onitions; 
1:;>ut depend upon it, I will not fuffer you to -· 
uie any of the family ill, partic:darly your 
good n1other; .and if yo'.l p~ifi fl in obfE
nacy, I will certainly turn you out of the 
neft before you can fly. Th~fe thri::Jten- . 

ings intimidat d ~~bin, ~nd h-; ,dfo beg_~~n 
!0~ . ... ~ 
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.to . be very hungry, , as_. well as cold; he 
th~refor.e promifed . to . beha.ve b~tter for. · 
th~ future, and his brother and -fi~ers ~ 
pleaded ~_ai:ndl:ly that he m~.ght· be for
given_ and .refior.ed to-.. lii:s . ufual . plac~. 'I 
can fay nothir:ig in.refptztl: . to: the lafi: par- 
ti-cular., replied· t_he father, thaL depends'
upon his mot.her ; but as it is hjs firft of
fence, and he_ feen:is to: be very forry, I wil! ., 
myfelf pard:o-rr it; and I!}t~rced~ for him with .; 
]1is .rriother, who I fear is at this time la
m_cnting. his obduracy-. o·rt this he -left , 
the neu: ·to foek for her. Return, my de·ar; . 
faid- he, to your bd.oved family ; Robirt,, 
ieems fenfible of h~s offence, and longs to1 

::ffk-your forgi.venefs. . f~eaJ~d at this i.n
tdlig-~nci,. the Jru?-ther. railed:· her. d:r.ooping · 
head,' ~nd clofed her wings, which hung . 
mournfully by her fid€s.,. _exp;effiv:e of , the -
dejection of ' her fpirit:s. _ I. f.ly to . git'l°e -it> 
Him; . fa.id ilie, aJ?.d hafiened- into . the n·efr. 
fh th~ m·saB while Robin wiilied fo,r) yet•) 
cli:e~cled her return: As foon as he faw . . 
her, he lifted up a fopplicating _ eye-,., and:1 
with feeble acc-~nt5 (for hu:nger concurred:(, 
with farrow to make }?i1n. faint) he chirpea; 
" Forgive 111:\ dear mother, I will not-a-,,_·· .. 
gain offend· you/'' I accept your fubmif- . '. :_ 
fion, Robin; fa.id ilie:, and ·wilt once--• more.. ,~ 
re.ceive you to -1ny \71, ~ng; but indeedy~u~:-: 

be.na~ 
-- •.,.i 

h 
d 
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hehaviour has made me very unhappy:
She then made ro01n for him, he neilled . 
dofely to her fide, and foon found the be
nefit ·of her foftering h~at; but the pain of 
hunger ftill remained, yet be had -not confi- -
tlence to afk his father to fetch him any 
victuals : but this kind parent waited nat · 
for folicitation, for feeing that his mother -
had received him into favour, he went \Yirh 
all fpeed to an adjacent field, where he foon 
met with ' refreilim.~nt for him, which with 
tender love he prefent,=d, and Robin f wal
low~d with gratitude~ Thus was, peace re- ... , 
B:ored to the nefi, and the happy n1other · 
once more _rejoiced . that harmony reigned,.1 
in th~ family. 

C. H A P,. IV. 

A Few days after, a frefh difl:urbance 
took place. AH the little Red- . 

breafis-, excepting Peckfy, in turn com
mitt ·" rl fame fault or other, for '" hich they 
\Vere occafionaHy- punifh1:d; but fhe \Yas of . 
fo amiable a ciifpofition, that · it was her 
co.n_fi.ant_ ~udy to act with r.-opriety, rnd 
; ~o!d g1vmg_ off~n~e; 0:1 wbic~ acsount -

fhe 
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fl1e · was j~ftly c-areifed by her parentS' wrth,. 
a greater degree of kindnefs.,. 'rhi's ex- -
eited ·die envy of the others, .and 'they join
ed together to treat her i-11, -giving her the 
title of- the Favourite ·;· faying, that they . 
ma.de no doubt their:· father and 1nother• 

· would ref.~rve the niciji morfels for their darl.:.• 
ing. · Poor Peckf y bore all their reproaches .. · 
with patience,. hoping tnat · ilie fbould in,;. 
-t1111e regain :their good opinion·· by her gen- -

- tlenefs and affection. • .. But it happened. oner 
day, that · in the m1dft of their ta:untings· 
their mother uhexpectedly returned, who\ 
hearing an : uhcommon. noife among her· 
young ones; flopped on. th·e ivy to learll' 
the caufe; and as foon as fhe difcovered. it,1 

m_ade her appearance at the entrance of the 
nefr, with ' a countenance that' indicated her 
knowledge of thei-r, · prooeedings, • and her 
difpleafure at them . . Are theie the fenti- · 
1nents;. faid fhe, tha:t _fubfiil · in a farniJy, . 
which ought to be bound together- by love 
and hindnefs ? . Which of you has caufe -to 

renroach either your father or me with 
pa'i:tinJity? · I)0 we not-, .with the exaEte:fb 
equalitS,, -difl:ri'bute the fruits ofourlabours 
among)·ou? 'And i11"what.rcfpect has poor 
P 'eck f y the prefcrcn<:e, but i1:i that com1nen
datiori which is juHly her. due, and which. 
yotrdo not ihive to--defei-ve ? Has . .fhe ~'(er. 
C ' ... - - ye~ 

.. 
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yet uttered a complaint againft you, thougf11 
fro1n the dejection of her countenance1 

which fhe in vain attempted to conceal, it 
is evident that fhe has fuffered your re
proaches for fome days pafi. t pofitively 
command you to treat her otherwife, for it 
is a mother's duty- to foccour a perfecuted. 
neil:ling; and 1 will c~rtainly admit her 
next my heart, and ba·nilh you all frcm 
that place you have hitherto poife!fed in it; 
if you fuffer envy ar,.d j ealoufy to poifefa 
ymu bofoms, to the exclufion of that ten~ 
der love which fhe, as the kindeil: of fifiers~ 
has a right to expect fron1' you. 

Robin, Dicky, and Fbpfy, were quita 
confounded at th 0 ir rnother 1s furpri zing 
them in the midft of their naughty beha..: 
vi our, and Peckf y felt an affectionate con..: 
cern that they had incurred the difpleafure 
of fo tender a parent ; and far from in~ 
creafing it by co1np~Jining of them, c:ndea
voured to foften her anger. Th0at I have 
been vexed) my dear mcther, faid ihe, i.s 
tru::-, but not to as great· a degree as you 
fuppofe ; and I an1 ready to · believe, that 
my dear brc1hc1s and fiHer were not in 
earnefi. in the ic ~ere thi~gs 1hey faid of me. 
-Pe;hay: ti:ry cnly rttUint to t-:ry my af
f~cti::ns,:-:-'I' o fpate th n1 ti:e tro:.ibl~ <.,f 

"'n] 
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~ny- futu.re trial, I now entreat. them. to oe.: 
lieve my affurances, thar I would willingly 
refrgn th~ greateft ;plea(ur.e in_ life,_ could I . 
by that means. fr1creafe the'ir Iiap.pinefs-; -and 
fu •. far frotn wifui-ng for the · niaefl .m0tfel, I · 
wo~ld co_otent- myfelf with _the humbleft ~ 
fare, rathBr than any of thenY -fhouhd be _
difappointed. · This= tender f peech had it$·' 
cl-efir.ed eflktt ; it recalled thofe fentciment,s 
~)( love, whkh '€nvy andjealouf"y hi<l for a ' 
thn~ banifhed ; eacfr'p.eftling acknowledged· -
i-fsfauJt~ -apd :b,aving obtaiaed the £-orgive-< . 
:p-t:{s of their · mother, .a per£e:a .reeeneilia
tion took pla~e, ·to the great joy of l? ee,k.fy, 
and irideed of all , partie·s . . 
. All the nefilfr1gs ·eontinued ·very- goed -
for feveral -days, , and no occurrence hap
pened worth relating; the little flock were . 
foon covered tvith:f.eathers,which their m.o
t11er taught _ thein to drefs, telling. thf:1n, that · 
ueatnefs was a very eifential thing, oeing 
condtiz:ive to beahh, and alfo. to render 
them agreeable in the eye of the world . . 

Robin v1as· a very il:rong robufi bircl, not 
remaJzable· for his beallty, but there was a 
great brifl::n~fs in. his manner, which ·cover.,_ · 
cd many defet1:s, and he was· very likely to · 
a.ttrafr notice. I-Iis · father judg~d; from 
the tone of hi"s chi'rpings) that :lie \Vould be 
"!1-;,Y.ery g~~ fo.ngficr. 

Di:ky 
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_ Dicky had a remarkably fine plurriage~ 
his breafi was of a beautiful red, his body 

and vvings of an elegant mottled brown, 

and his eyes f parlded like diambnds. 
Fla pf y; was alfo very ·pretty, but more 

rliftinguifo.ed for the el~gance of lier fliape? 

than for the variety and · luftre of her- fca- · 
th o·• ~ 

~ l., • 

Peckfy had· no outward channs· tb re
t::ommend h~r to notrce ; but thefe·defects 
.were an1ply fupplied by the f\~reethefs of· 
Iler difiJofition, which was an1iable to the 

greateH-. degree. Her te1nper was cart ... 
fiantly f-erene, fhe was ever attentive to the 
11appinefa of her prrrents, and would not· , 

have grieved them for the world ; and '.her: 
affection for her brothers -snd fifter was fo 
great, th:a,t ilie conHandy preferred their 
interdl to her own, ~f which we. lately g~ve 
an inftance. 

The kind parents attended' to them 1vvith~ 
unremltting affect.io:i, . and nrnde their daily 
viiit to l'vfail:!:'.r and i\,1if-:; B~nfon, ,vho very 
puncrual1y difcharged th::: benevolent off.cc 

of fe?d;ng th.err.. The Robin R·edbreaitf:, 

familiarized by repfatcd favnms, approach

ed nearer and nearf.'r to their liale friet1ei;; 
by degrees, and at Itngth ventuted to enter 
the roon1 and·feed upc·n the breakfafi-table. 

l\1ifs Han·iet _ was delig;httd at this c~rcum-
ftance, 
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:ffam~e; and Frederick was quite -tran(port~ 
ed; he longed to catch the birds,_ but his 
m1.mma told him~ that would be the very 
n1ean to drive therrr• away. 1\1i[s Harriet 
~ntreated him not to frighten them ~n any 
account:, and he was prevaifed on to for.:.. 
bear; but coul'd not help exprefiiug a wif1i
that he had t~e~ in a cage, that he might 
feed them.all day long. 

And do you reaUr think, Frederick, faid 
Mts. Benfon, that thefe littk delicate trea
·tures are fuch gluttons, as to defire to he 
. f~d all day .long ·?" Could you tempt them 
to do it, · they wouYd foon die; but they -
:knoN better, and· as fooh as their appetites 
·are fatisfied, always leave off eati11g. Ma
ny a little hoy 1na y le.am-a leffon from them: 
·Do not you recolleet one· of your acquain
tance, who; if an- apple;-pie, or any thing 
elfe tliat he calls nice, is fet before· him; 
will ear till he makes I-iimfelf ·fick ? Frede
tick looked afha1ned, being· confcious that 
·he was too· much inclirrl::'d. to indulge his 

, fove of delicacies. Well, faid. his marruna, 
I fee you urrderfiand who I mean, Frede
rick, fo we wi.11 fay no more on that fub-

, jett; only, when ·you- meet with that little 
Gentlem:ui, give 1ny love to him, and tell 
h~m 1 beg he will be as moderate as liis 
·Redbreafts. 

The 
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The cock bird having finif11ed his break..: 

faft, flew out at the window, followed by 
his 1nate; and as foon as they were out of 
fight, Mrs. Benfon contir-med her difcourfe. 
And vvould you really confine thefe fweet 

_ ere a tures in a c2.ge, Frederick, n1ere1 y to 
have the pleafure of looking ~t them? 
Sho'..lld you like to ce always fh:.it lip in a 
little room, and think it fuffi.cient if you 
were fupplied with victuals. and drink? Is 
.there no e~joyment in running about; . · 
jumping, and going fro1n place to place r.1 

Do not you like to aftociate with little boys-
and girls ? And is there no pleafure in· 
breathing the frefl-1 air ? Though thcfe 
little an1n1als are inferior to you, there is 
no doubt but they are cap(l,bie of e~joy-
mcnts fimilar to .thc[e ; and it mufi be '..1 

dreadful life for a poor bird to be fhut up 
in a cage, wheie h~ ca2not fo much as 
111a:ke ufe of his \\1r,gs-'l/t1~re he is ex-:
cluded from his natural companicns-3nd 
where he cannot poffibly receive that re
frcf1unent, which the air muil: afford to h11n 
when at liberty to fuar to fuch a he~ght 
But this is not -all, for man.y a pcor ci;d is 
caught, and fcparated from· its familv, a(ter 
it has been at the trouble of htiildir.g a 
ni:fi-hac;. perhaps laid its e ggs--cr even 
h~tched its young ones, -...vhich are by this 
. " n1cans 
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-iti~ans expofed -to inevitable ~follruEtion} 

_'~t is likely that thefe very _ R.edbreafts may 
-have young 'opes, ,-for this is .the feafon of 
the year for their hatching ; and I rather -
=th1nk tfiey have, from -rhe circumfiance of 
:their always com•ing togetEer._ If that is · 
the ·cafe,, faid''· Niifs Harriet, -it would be 

-'pity: indeed to .. eonfine them·._.;_But why, 
-'tna:1nma, if it is wrong ·to catch 'birds, . did 
you at ·one tim~ keep Canaries? The cnfe 
,fa very di'fferenC-i!l ref pelt to Canaries, my · 
clear, faid Mrs. Bi nfon. . By keeping them
in a cage, I ~o them · a kindne(s. . I con
~fider thef!l -~S little foreigners who claim·'· 

- :1ny hofpitanty . . · T ·his kind of bird came 
CJtiginaJly fro1n a warm · cJ_frna'te, they a'.re
·in their n·ature very fufceptibte of cold, a·n~ · 
·woulcfperifh· in -the open ·air ih our wi~ters : -
neither do·es th~ food --·whicn they feed oh -
JZ'fOW pl~ntifuHy in , this country; an9 1as 
lney ar_e always h~re bred in ·cag~s, they · 
·do h_ot know how to procure tHe materia!.s 
fo r th~ir nefis ahroad. ~ And thete is ano
ther particular which would greatly diftrefs· 
the1n -wer~, they to b'e turned loofe; .which ·· 
is, the ridicule and "'t~ont'ernpt they would be 
expofed to from other birds. I rern~mber 
once to ha•,~ feen a po01: Canary, which had 
·been turned loofe becaufe it could not fing; . 
and .f.~rely no creature cohlld be more mife

rable, 

,, 
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i'able: It was fiarving for want of viclua]~ 
famifhing with thirfl:, f11ivering with cold, 
and looked terrified to the gre-atefi degr_ee ; · , 

· .. whilft a parcel of SFarrows and·Chaffinches 
purfued it from place t--o place, twittering. . 
-and chirping with every ·mark pf infolence . 
~and d~rifion. I could not help fancying 
tha little creature to be like a ·fereign.er juft 
'landed frcm forne difiant country, follow
ed by a rude rabble of boys, w'ho were ri-

.-din1ling hi-in;becaufc his drefs.and l~nguage 
~were H:rnngt to the.in. 

And what became of the poor little 
creattire, mam1na? faid ~1ifs Harriet. I 
·was going to teJl you, 1ny . dear, replied 

- Mrs. Benfon. I ordered the fervant to 
bring me a cage, with feed and water iri 
their ufoal places ; this I caufed to be 
hung.on -a tree, next to that in which the
little fufferer in . vain endeavoured to -hide 
him [elf amongH: the leaves frmn his cruel 

'purfucrs. No fooner did the fervant re
_.tire, than the poor little \vretch flew to it. 
I immediately had the c2.ge brought into 
the parlour, . where I experienced great 
_ pkafure in obferving what happinefs the 

· poor creature enjoyed jn her deliverance. 
I kept it fame years, but not chufing to · 
_c;:onfi:.1e ,her in :1 Jiu le cage, had a large one 

. boughS 
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lJought, arid precured a companion for her ~ 
of her own fpecies. I fupplied them with 
materials for ·building, and from them pro
ceeded a little ~olony, which grew fo nu
merous, that you ·know I gaveth~m to Mr. 
·p. to put in his aviary, where yowhave feen -
them enjoyirig themfelves. 'So -now I hope · . 
I:have fully accounted for havi'ng kept-Ca
nary birds irt a cage. You have indeed, 
rnamma, faid Harriet. I' have -alfo, ·faid 
Mrs. Benfon, occafionally kept Larks. I.ti · 
fevere winters vafr numbers of them come · 
to this country · from a colder climate, and 
many perifh. --~antities of them are killed 
and fold for the fpit, and the '.,bird-catchers 
ufuaHy have a great many to fell, and many 
an idle . boy ·has fom.e to dif pofe of. I fre~ 
quently buy them, as you know·, ·Harriet, 

-but as fcon as the fine . weather returns, I 
confi_antly fet them at liberty.- But come, 
my dears, prepare for your morning walk, 
~nd afterwards let me fee you in my dreff
rng-Foom. 

I wender, faid Frederick, whether our 
,. Redbreafis have got a nefi:? I will watch 
tci-rporrow which way they fly, for I fhould 
like~to fee the. little ones. And what will 
you do fhould you find them out? faid his 
m a1nma. Not ta~e the neft, I · hope ? 
)Yhy, r~plied -Freder~ck, I .fhould like to 

,brino· . . , -.::, 
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"hring it ho1ne, 1namma, and put it in a tree 
near the hou[e, ahd then I would fcatter 
crumbs for the old ones to feecl them with. 
Your defign is a kind one, faid Mrs. Ben
fon, but would greatly diftrefs your little 
favourites. Many birds, through fear, for
fake their nefis, when they are removed, 
therefore I defire you to let them alone if 
you ihould chance to find them. Mifs Har ... 
riet then remarked, that fhe thought it very . 
cruel to take birds nefis. Ah! my dear, 
faid Mrs. Benfon, thofe who c01nmit fuch 
barbarous actions, are quite infenfible to the 
difireifes t-hey occafion. It is very true,: 
that we ought not to indulge fo great a de
gree of pity and tendernefs for fuch ani
rBals, as for thofe who are more properly 
our fellow-creatures; I mea-n men, w01nen,' 
and children; but as every living creature 
can feel, we fuould have a confiant regard to 
tbo[e feelings, and firive to give· happinefs, 
rather than inflicr mifery. But go, my 
dear, and take your walk. - Mrs. Benfon 
then left them, to attend her ufual morn
ing employ1nents; and the young Lady and 
-Gentle1nan, attended by their 1naid, paiferl 
an agreeable half hour in the garden. 

CI-IAP: 
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IN the me.art time, the h~n Redbreall re= 
" tur·ntd to· the neft, W:hi1fi her .ri1ate t0ok 

. his. --fli.ght- inrfeanch of food. for his family. 
When the mother _approached the ndl:, fhe · 
was. furpr.ized ·, ;:it ' no Ch earing :as ·ufual . the -· 
chirping. of·-her young-ones; and what was 

·her afioniThmerrt at_ feeing. them all crouded 
together,- · trembling with appreheniiord 

· ·what isi the matter,, my 11efilings, faid fhe.; 
-th.at I find yot! · in this terror ?-Oh, my 
dear mother ! · faid- ·Robin, who firil ven-
tured to , rai:fe up his head, is it ·you ·? 

-· Peckfy then revived;;and entrea;ted ·her mo-
-ther to corqe in to the nefi, whieh fhe did 
without delayi and the little tremblers 

· · erept unde~ her >wings, endeavouring to 
conceal ·themfelves in this· happy retreat. 
1i1/"hat has terrified you in . this . manner.'? · 

,f~id fhe. Oh~ I do n9t know, replied 
· Dicky, but we have feen -fuch a monfter as 
I never beheld ... before-. A n1onfter, 1ny 
d~ar? pray : defcribe -~it. I cannot, faid 

,,Dicky, . it ,was too frightful to be dcfcribed. 
· Frightfol, in.deed, cried Robin, but I had 
_ a fuU vievr of it, and will give rhc beft de
JcripAjop. I can. \Ve \Vere .all lying _pence-
- . . - -:- -_ _ - . .ably 

i 
d 



[ 37 ] 
nb1y in the nefi, ·an<l very ha1)py together -;· 
I and Dicky were trying to fing, when fud
denly we 1'1eard a noife againH the wall, 
-and prefent1y a great rqund n:-d face ap
peared before the nefi, with a pair of enor-• 
1nous flaring eyes, a very large beak, ~nd 
below that a \vide mouth, with two rows of 
bones, that looked as if they c-0uld grind 
us all to pieces in an infiant. Abcmt the 
to_p of this round face, ar:d down the fide-s, 
hung fomething black, but not like fe:itheff~ 
'\!Vhen the two fiaring eyes bad looked at 
us for fomc time, the whole thing difap
peared. I cannot at all conceive, from 
your defcription, Robin, ,vhat this t11ing 
could be, faid the mother, bat per1rnps it 
n1ay corne again. Oh i I hope not, cried 
Flap(y, I fhall die \Vit11 fear if it does. 
\t\~y Io, my love? faicl her mother, has i t 
done you any ha:-rn? I cannot fay it hcis, 
replied Flapfy. \ii.! ell then, you do Yery 
wrong, 1n_y dear, in giving \va_y to fuch ar:
prehenfions. ·you muft ihive to get the 
better of that fearful di( pofitioR. Vv hen 
you go abrond in the world, you will ' fee 
n1any ilrangc objects; and if you are tcrr=
fied at every appearance v. hic11 you cannot 
~ccount fur, you will iive a 1noil: urfrappy 
life. Ender~,-our to be gccci, and t~1"n yon. 
need not fear ~ny tliinr-. It:l ht:r~ C:-Jrncs .::, 
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:-Jo{ir father; perhaps l~e \Vill be able , t-o :e~
·p'.ain the . appearance whichilas fo alarmed 
.·you to-day.. As foon as the father had 
·given the won?:t-0 R-06.in, . he .was prepai"-

--ing to. -depart . for anothe'r, but to- his .fui;:
. ~,p ·:ize, all the refi of the nefilings begged 
-· him 'to _ fiay, dedariog, -th.at they had rather 
· so without the_ir mral, _-on ,condition . he 
: would but rdnam at heme .and take care 
of the1n. Sta·y at home and take care of 

• you·! fa_id ··he. ..:.\i\Thy is that more n.'eceifary 
.· now than ufuai? ·The mother then· relat
. -ed the ftrahge occurrence that had occ~
·.-fioned t!1is r€.que-fi. N o,nfe,nfe, faid he-:-
a n1onfter ·!-great eyes !~large mouth!~ 

· long beak !-,;;I .don't u-nderfiand fuc:h fluff 
-Be.rides, o.s it did them .no i1arm,_ why arc 
they to b~: in fuch "terror now if · is_ gone.- ? 

· Do.n't be angry, dear father, ,faid .. Peckfv, 
. for it was _v..ery frightful indeed. \V cll, 

. , · faid he, ·1 v,rill fly all i:oun.d the orch~rd, 
-and pe1 haps n:ay meet' this moniler. Oh! 

-: it will e&t v0u up·! i-t v:ili eat you up! fai<l 
. Fbpfy. - 1\Jevec·frar, faid he, -and away t~ 
,flew. The ,1nother then agairi -atte-1npted 
. to cahn .th~n1, but all i1-1 _-vairt, their fears 
·\v~re now re9oubled by _apprehenfions for 
· their father's· -fafety ; . however, to their 
·,,great. iov, he fcon returned. r\V ell~ . faid he, 
~ .} . / . 1 '. l .h:;i\·c feen . .t.his -monfter .; the .htt e onts ~- .- . .,, . th,;.1 

• 
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theii clung to their 1nother, fearing the 
dreadful creature was juft at hand. \,Vhat, 
.afraid •again ! cried he ; a parce.l of fiou.t 
-hearts I have in my nefi tr-uly ! '\\rhy, 
when you fly about in the world you will, 
in all probability, fee hundreds of fuch 
1nonfters, ( as you ca.ii ,t.hem) u.nlefo ycu 
chu[e ,to confine yourfol:ves tG a rctirec: 
lffe; nay, even in \roods and groves yo_u 
will be liable to meet feme of the1:n, ~-nJ. 
thofe of the moft lTtifchievous kind. I be
gin to comprehend, faid the mother, that 
thefe dear neftlings na:-1e feen the face a 
·man. Even fo, replied her mate .; it is 
our friend the gardener who has fo.alarn1eq. 
them. A ~r :'.::--J ! cried Dicky, was that 
~frightful Ll:ing a n.~an ? 1'-J0thing more, if 
aifure you, anf wered .his father, and a go0d 
man too, I i,ave reafon to believe; for be 
is very careful not to frighten your mother 
~nd n1e, when we are picki-ng up s,v0Ti:1s, 
and hns -frequently thro·-.vn crUinbs to u~, 
when he was errting -his breJ.kfail. A.1:.d 
,does he live in this garden? fa.id Fbpfy. 
He works here -Yery -0fte,n, rcn lied !:er fr .. -
ther, but is frequently abfe~t. 0 then, 
~ried fhe, pray -take us abi·oad when he is 
away, for indeed l cannot bea:- to fee him. 
You are a littl~ fimpleton, faid the fhther; 
,and if you do nqt f'ndravo~:r to ry t m or .. ~ 

r C -~ 0 r. I re c::• 
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~efolutfon~ I \v11I ld1v·e you'-ih the ne!l: hf 
.yourfe_lf, w11en I a1n teaching your brother~ 
:and fifters · -to fly- a;nd peck, -and what •wilt 
you do then? for you mtift not ·~:x:pelt: we 
·fball go from them .to bring y,:ou food._ 
Flapfy, fearful that .!her father would be 

·-guite angry, promifed to follow his difec
.tions in every ref pe&, and the refi, -ani:.. 
, mated by ··his difs;ourfe, began to .-rec.aye; 
~Jheir ,f pirits. -- : · 
- ~ . . 

;;'[{·X 7HILST. the{e terrible commotion~ · v_v paffed m the . nefi, the monfler, who 
was no other than· b.onefi Joe the gardener~ 

r v1ent to ·the hou.fe, and enqui~ed for his 
y oung n1afier and -rruftrefs, ·· having, as he 
jufily fupr, ofed, a very ·pleafipg piece of 
,jntelligence to communicate. Both the 
y oung gentle.inan and -lady, who were ac-

. cufimned to receive -little civilities -from 
.Joe, very readily attended him, thinking 
he had got fo1ne .fruit or flowers for them. 
vVell, ,Joe, fo.i.d Mifs -- Ben.fan, what · have 
you to fay to us ? I-lave you get a peaeh 

?or .a n~4arine ? or -· have you ~brought me -a _. · ' · root 
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root of Sweet \iVilliam ? N 'o, _ Mi(~ H~rJ. 
riet, faid Jo~, but I have fometl]ing to tell~ 
you, that wili pl~ar~ you as much as though 
I had. ,vhat's that? what's that ? cried· 
Fred. V/hy mafte; Frederick, faid Joe; a 
pair of Robins have come'd mortal often to 
one place in the orchard lately; fo, thinks 
I, thefe birds have got a 1).eft. So, I ,vatches, 
and watches, and at laft I Jce'd the old hen 
fly into a hole in the ivy_-walI. I had a 
fancy to fet my hdder and look in, b1-1t as 
:£!lafter or~ered me not to fi·ighten the birds, "' 
r Haid till the old· one flew out again, and 
then I mounted, and tliere I jee'd:the little 
creatures furl fledged; and if you and Mifs 
H-ani:::tm3.y gc with 1ne1 I will fhew them; 
to you, for the neft is but a little way from 
the ground; and you may eafily get up the 
ftep-ladd~r. Fredericl~ was in raptures,, 
being confident that" thefe were the identi
cal Robins Fie was fo attached to, and (like 
a little thoughtlefs ·boy as he was) would 
have gone immediately with the gardener, 
bad not his filler reminded hin1, that it was 
proper to afk 111am1na's lea vc fir ft, for w hicl-i 
purpofe fhe accompanied him into the par
lour. Good news_! good nev/s ! 111a!11ma, 
cried Frederick, Joe h.1s found the Robins 
nefl:. Has he indeed ? faid Mrs. Benfon. 
-:t es, 1n:un1na,- fa1d Mifs Harriet., and it' 

_c 3 agree: · 



r 42 -1 
ngree~ble to yoo, We fhould be glad to go 
along witb Joe to fee it. And how are you 
to get at it, faid Mrs. Benfon, for I fup-' 
pofe it is fome height from the ground ? 

.' Oh, I can c1i~b a ladder very well, cried . 
Frederick. You climb a ladder? You are 
a clever gentleman at climbing,. I know, 
replied his mamtna ; but do you propofo 
to mount too; Harriet ? I think this rather 
an indelicate fcherne for a lady. Joe tells 
1~~ that the·, neft is a very little-way from -
the ground, inamma, anf wered Harriet, 
b~t if I find it _otherwife, you may depend 
on rt1y not getting up. On this conditicn 
I \vill permit you to go; but pray, Mr. 
F re.derick, let me remind you, not to 

_._ frighten your- little favourites. Not for all 
the world, faid Frederick ; away he fkip
p ed, nnd got to Joe before his frfier. \Ve 

, 1nay go! we 1nay go ! . Joe, cried he. Stay 
ior 1ne, Joe, I beg, faid Mifs Harriet, who 
pref er.. t ly joined him. 
\ \V J:cn the Redbreafis had quieted the 

fears of their young family, they fed them 
ns ufual, and then, having a little private 
bufinefs, they retired to a t,ee, defirh--lg 
,heir neftlings not to be t~r. ific:d if the 
n1cmCT:er fhou·ld look in ur:on -them again, 
as it \Yas' very probable he -would do. 

. ~fhey., 
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T'hey promifed to bear the fight as well as 
t11ey could. . 

When the old ohes · were foated in t'. 1e 
tree, it is time, faid the father, to take our 
neftlrngs abroad . . Y ou fee, my love,ho\.V 
very timorous. they are) and if we do riot 
u[e the1n a little to the world, they· will ne..: 
ver be able to fhift · for themfef ves. Ve y. 
true, rephed·· the mother, they are now fuH 
fledged, ar~d the ref ore, if you pleafe, \Ye 

- will take tf1erri out to.-.morrO\v; but it will; 
ee neceffary for rhe ro-prepire them for it; 
I will therefore return to the nefi. One 
of the beJl:-preparatives, anfwered ·her mate, 
will be to leave tnen1 · by themfelves a 
little ; therefore vie will now ~ake a flight
tog;ether for a ftiort time, and then go back. 
The mother complied; but not without re ... · 
luctance, for fhe longed·to be with her dear 
family. ~et us now return to the happy· 
party, wfioni we lately. left fetth1g off onl 
their vifit to the ivy-wa-11._ , 

C ... . 4 C I-I A P: 
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. 
AS foon as Joe found, .that the yortnw 

gentry, as. he called· them~ had ob-~ 
fained perrniffion to a1ccompany .him, . fier 
-~0k ,Frederrck by the hand; and: faid, comer 
:t7ong·, .. my young. maiter, but at-Mifs Har~ 
rJet's requeft, ih,pned~·. whi-le ·fl1e fetdkd her-" 
- 4 

Jonnet· and· tippet. Frederick's i'mpatFertce·· 
'3/as f o, gre:at,. that he· could · fcarcely he re-. , 
1½.rained from· r_unningraU .the· way,. but. that 
})is fifier entreated him no.t to ·make him..} 
,(df too hot. fa_,_t 1eng-tli they arrived at' the· 
<lefireJ fpot ·; Joe p1aced the ladder, and! 
Jiis yocng rriufier, with a littfe ailifthnce,. 
r-nounted it v~y dexteroufr_y: But who ca1.1 
<iefcribe · His rrep.tutes·' when Re Behd-d the 
neftlings !: Oh! the fiveet~ creatures1 erie~ 
he, there ate f6uti of. tl-ic:m·, J: declare ! If 
neve· fa\;/ any thing. f13 pretty i.n my life Y 
r w1i11 I m~ght carry you all hon1e !·· That· 
you rrnfl not do, Frederick, faid his fifier;: 
:--w1d I beg you will c0me away; .. for you· 
will either terrify the little creatures; or · 
alarm the ord birds, which perhaps are now.
waiting fomew here near to feed them ... 
·•vVelI, I will co1ne away direEtl y, faid Fre
deridc., .. and fo good by, Robins r I hope 
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you will come foon, along- with your ra.:-· 
ther and mother, to be fed in the . parlo1..r. 

He then, under th·e. conduct of his friend 

Joe, de[cended. Joe n~xt addreifed Mifs 

Harriet: l Tow, ID:Y _yo~-ng itiifirefs, faid he, · 

will you go up? As the fteps of tl1e lacder 

w_ere broad, and the neft was not high, Mifs 
llenfon ventured to. go up; and was equally . 

delighted with her brother; but fo frarfu1 
of terrifying the_lihle birds, a11:9 ·alarn_ing 

the old ones, that fhe would only indulge 

herfelf with a p~ep ... at the p.efi: · Frederick 

~nquired how ihe liked the young_Robins r 
They are fweet creatures, faid fhe, and I 
hope we fhall foon find me-ans to invite 

them to · join otir party cf birds, for they 

appear tcf me ready to fly ; ·but lel ·us re

turn ton1amina, for· you khoW we pro1nifed. 

her to itay but a little while ; befides, we 

hinder Joe fro~ his work. Never mind 

that, faid the honeft fellow, -m-afier wcn't 

be angry, I am fartain ; and i.f I thought 

he would, _I would wot~ an hour l~ter to 

fetch up ·1oft time. Thank you, Joe, 1e

plied Mits Harriet, but J am fo re p::- pa 

'Nould not defire tha t. At this infiant Fre

derick perceived the two Redbreafis, ,, ho 

were returning fron1 their propofed exc ur

fio_ri, and called to his fiiler to obf: i vc 

~hem. H e was very cefirous to w~. ch 
s=: 5 ythet:.~{ ., 

-:. .... 
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\Vhether th ?-j would return to their . nefi:;' 

·but fh~ would on no · account confent ·to 
i~ay, left~ her mamma fhould be difpleafed, 
:ind left the bir-ds fhould b~ frighten~d : 
~rederick, therefore, with reluctance fol
l<?wed h~r, ap.d. Joe attendecL the1n to the· 
lioufe. 

A~ foon _as they were· 01:1 t · of fignt, tlie· 
hen-bird . propofed to· return -t9 the nefi ;'" 
1pe had obferved th~ parry, and though fhe · 
did not (ee them fookiilg into her liabita-
tion, fuppofed, fr0m their being fo near, 
that they had been taking a view of it, r-nd·· 
comm'Jnicated · -her fufpicions toner mate. 
He agreed· with her, .that this had prabably 
been the cafe, . and faid he now expeaed' 
to h~ar· a· fine ftory from the neftlings. 
Let us return, however, faid the mother,. 
for perhaps they have been terrified· again . .
yVell~ fa-id he, I will attend you then; but
~et me caution you;_ my dear, not to irrdulge 
t h~ir fearful dif po~itions, heca1.i fe fucn in
dulgence will certainly prove i~jurious to 
t.n::m·. I will do the beft l cafl, replied' 
fh~, and then fl ew to· the nefi, followed by 
h~r m1te4 She alighted upon the ivy, and· 
p~eping into th~ neil:, enquired how they 
a ll did? Very weU, dear motner., faid R6-
bin. What, cried the father, (who now 
~lighted) all fafe ? °t'Tot one· eat up by the 

mcnfier r 
. ~ 
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monfrer ? No, father, replied Dicky"; w7!/ 
are not devoured,. and yet, I affure y9u, 
the monfier we faw yefierday has been here 

again, and brought two others with ·him. 

Two others! what, like himfelf? faid the 

father : I thought, Fl~pfy, you were to q.1e 
with apprehenfion \if you ~~w him again ? 
And [o I believe I fho~ld h_a ve dcne, had 

not you, my good father, infiru~ed 1ne to 

conquer my fears, replied Fla pf y .. vVhen 

I faw the top of hin1, my l:eart began to 

flutter to fuch a-degr~e, _that I was ready 

to faint; and every_feather of me !hook; 

but when I found he fiaid but a very little 

,,., bile, I recwvered,_ anq was in hopes h~ 
was quite gon~ . .. My brothers 2.nd fifier, r 
believe, felt as I did; but we comforted:· 

one anoth·er that the danger was over for 

tj_-lis day, and all agreed to make 9urfelves 
happy, and not- fear this monfier, fince 

you had a{fored us he was very hai-n1lefs. · 

liowever, before "ve were perfectly come 

to ourfdves, we heard very urrcommon 

noifes, fometim~s ?w hoarfe found, difagree-

able to our ears as t_he _croaking of a raven, . 

and fometimes a fh;iiler noif'e, quite unlike 

the note of any bird t~at \Ye know of", arcF 

rmmedi~1tely -aft.:r fo1ne thing prefent °.d it
folf to o:.1r view, whi h bo~-e a little rc

frmLknc'.; to the monH:er} but by. no :-neans~-
fo . 



. - . r-- 4;'; J. 
fu large ~nd .. frightfi;l. . Ihftead . of ~0ing~ 
all'.over red, it liacd 0n,,-eaGh fide-two f pot~
@f · a µ1ore b~auti.ful li~u@ than Did~y 1s , 
br~afl:; _ the refi-qf.it was of a moitde!icate· 
wliite:, excepting t\_¾00-ftr~aks of ~,deep red, __ 
like the cn~trY· JQU brought ·us -the- 0tfier 
d.ay, and between thefe twoAlreaks ·were 

, ro\v:s of white l?or,.es-, but py B.0 means Elr@ad:_-
flil to behof.d, like, thofe ef the gFeat·mon- -
iler ·; its eyes were· ol~e and : whire, , and.
rot_1nd tm-s· -agre~able face was , fometHing-: 
whidi J cann.ot defcril?~, very-pretty,., ~nd· 
as glo~y as the feathers· of ~ Gold_nndi. 
TH~re w2cs · fq cheerful -af1d plea.fing a J9ok ,~ 
in this c:reature al-tog~ther-, , that ·- notwith
itanding -I own . ..I wa.s ratqer afraid; yet I 
had ·pleafore in looking at it; but it flaid a '-

- very httle t1m~ and t-h~n difappeared.' . 
-vV,Jii.lft . we· were· puz:ZITng ourfelv:es wi!_h. 
c:mjectur~s cancening ·it; another creature, _ 
larger than it, 

0
appeared ·befo(e us, equalJ_y

b::aut:ful; and with--~n af peel fo mild and ·. 
gentle, tha,t'"we vn;re all cli'armed. with it ;. 
but, as if fearful of ala;:ming~us by its fiay, 
it im:n~diatdy retired; and w~ have been 
long;ng fo;~ your a11.d · ff!Y . 1nother's return, 
in hop::s yo~ would be able to teH us· what · 
we h1.ve feen. 
· I 2:111 -happv, my d~a·;s; . frjd the mother, 

10 find · "O'J. J n.-iore c.ompofed than I ex--
J - - - ~ cl pe-...le: _;. 
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peaed ; for as y6ur father and I were flJ: "", 
ing tog~ther in order to come back to ya1.1, 
we obferved the monfter, ar.id the two 
rretty creatures Peckfy has defcribed ; the. 
former is, as your father before informed-, 
you, our friend the gardener, and the 
others are__our young benefa8:0rs, by who[e 
bounty we are every day regaled, and who, 
I will venture to f.a:Y, will. do you no hann: 
You cannot think how kindly they treat. , 
us; and though there are a number of other · 
birds who fhare their goodnefs, your father · 
and I are favoured with their ,particubr · 
regard. Oh, foi.d Peck(y, are thefe fwect · 
creatures yo1.u friends? I kmg to go abro~d 
that I mg, y_ fee the1n again-. \V ell, cri ~d ·: 
Flapf_y, I- perc~ive, th::i..t if we judge fron.•1' " 
appearances we may often be mifraken ; . 
who would have thought th~t fuch an ugly 
monfier as that g~rdener, could hf:ve had a. 
tender heart ? Very true, replied the mo
th~r; you m;_1fi make it a rule, Fbp(Y; to 
judge of man.kind · by their all.io;:s, and not r 

b_y their leo!?s. I nave knov1n fome of them, 
whofe appearance w~s as engaging as that 
of our yo ng benefactors, who were, not
with:flanding, barba;o~1s er.ough to take 
eags out of a. nefi and f poil them; nay? 
even carry aw:1.y neft and :.11 before the 
vouno- 0 ..... 0 S \uer-=- fl -> a1 0-Pd \l :-1~'"'1 L 

1 --,o•• -;nn- . , Q ~!'- ,, 1.., l-... v~ , ,,•· ~ ~v,.il J:>..~ ., . "b 
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tov'7 to-feed lhe1n, -or having-·anj'regard to 
the farrows of the tender pare.qts. Ye~~ 
fuid ·the ·1nother, .lafi year it was my misfoJ_;, 
t,une to-be deprived o' my nefilings,, in -that 
manner, . which occafions m~y being . fo- ti-· 
mid ·; the anguifh I fw'ffe~ed, for their lofa 
is not to be expreq~d:: -. . . . 

A calamity of the fame kind befel me,: 
replied the father, I never 1ba11- · forg¢t it~ 
J: had · beep. 1n·aking . an excurf10n- into the · 
woods, in order tG -procure fom€ delicious• 
m.orfels for one of 1Hy neillings -;. when I; 
returned to the place in which.I had impru. 
dently built, ({or being young and _inexpe-: 
ri~nced, · I did not foFefee the dang~r of 
<!-hufing an expofad f¼tuation,) the firfi 
<?ircurriflance-that al.aqned me, was a--part 
of my neil fcat-t-ered upon the ground; ._jt!fi: 
~t the errtra·nce of my habitation; I then 
perceived a: la:-ge opening .in -the wall, where
before tlr~re was oniJ room for myfelf 'to 
pafs. I flopped with ~ - pa-ipitating hearr, 
i:n hopes of heari-t7g the chirpings: of my 
beloved fam1ly; -but al.l was filcµc e: - r tF1en 
refolved-t0 enter; ~llt-_w},1-a_t \?as II?J corr
:(l:ernation, wheij.._ -1. found tha-t . the neH, 
which my- dear 1nate and I had vv. 1th fo 
much labour built, and the dear,.li ttle ones, 
who were the _joy of' our hves, were taken 
away; -n~y,_ l did nvt know but that the 

tend~r 
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ttnder mother alfo was taken captive. I~ 
i-1nmediatel y rufhed out of the -place, di[- · 
tracled with' apprehenfions of the 1niferies1 

t-hey might endure; lam en tcd my weakn efs, -
v: hich rendered me incapable of dfe_cting· 
their refoue ;· was ready to tear off I.UY 0wn ;. 
feath~rs with vexation; but recollecling. 
that 1ny dear mate might in all probability 
have efcaped, . I- refolved to go in fearch of 
her. As I was flying along, I faw three, 
boys, whofe appearance was far fron1 di[- -
agreeable ; one of them held in his band~ 
my neft of young ones, which he eyed with' 
cruel exultation, whilft his c0111panion3:· 
feen1ed to fh~.re his joy. . . 

My dear · little creatures, :rtfenfible of 
their fate, (for they were newly hatched) . 
opened their mouths in expectation of the 
ufual .fupply, but all in ,"ain; to have at
t~mpted feeding them at this ti1ne, would· 
have been inevitable deftruction to mYfelf; 
but I refolved to follow the barbi rians, 
that I might at leaft fee to what place rn-y, 
darlings were configned. In a fhort ti n1·~ 
the part y arrived at a houfe, Jnd he ,v ha 
before held the neft, no\v committed it to 
the care of another, but focm returned with 
a kind of victuals I w2.s totally 11nacqua1nt
(:d with; and with th~s1ny ycung one~, wh~il 
~hey gaped for focd, w~re fuc~effi--;el y fr d:~ 

hunger~ 
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Hunger ind.yced· · them. tp, fwalkrw it···.wit'r-Y
aviditJ, but foon after mi-fling the warmth., 
of their mother, they fet. u.p a g~neral cp._irp: ' 
of la.tn{:ln ta tion, w l-tich pjei:ced 1n y v~ry hea-r,t. -
~mmedi.atdy after thi.s th~ neft wa_s Cq;rried ,. 
away, ,and·what beca!Jle of my IJ.e-filings' 
~fterwards I nev.er c9:Ulµ d-ifcCf)ver, thou.glf'. _ 
I frequ\ntly hovered: abGtJt. the f~tal,Jp.~t of 
~:ir. _imprifonment; .with the hp-p~ of fee-,-
1ng th~m. 

Pr'ay, .fathei-, faid Dic_ky1 what<became··, 
of your mate? · \V-hy, my,; q.ear-, fa:id he,. .. 
wh.~n-cl found there was 110-ch;i_nce of aJ1ift-· 
ing my little one..s; J;_'· purfuJ~d,·-my. eo\irfe,- , 
and fought her in every- pi_aot. of our ufuaf· 
tefort; b~f to_ ·· no" puq~of~ : :. At le?g~~ I 
r¢turned to the b.ufh, where I · beheld- an
affiic1:ing fight .indeed, 1ny d~ar c<;j1npanior1. • ,, 
lying on the gtountj, jufi expiring! -I flew .. 
to her -if)ftantly, .and endeavour~d to_·. rec~.: · 
her to life : · At the found of my voice, fb.c, 
lifted up her languid eye-lids, and ,vith.fee~ 
ble accents· faid, And · ar,-e you then fafe, , 
n1y lover \\That .. is . beco.me of our little 
0p.es-?· :. In: hop es _of comforting her, .I told,· 
her tney w.ere alive and well ; bur fl1e rnpli:- ··· 
ed, your confolatibns co1ne to{) late;, the 
blow ·is· fiiuck, Lfoel ·, my death. 2pproach
i1g. The horror which ·feized· nie when I . 

. «- . -n.-1· d r. r: d r It · -m.JHed n1y ne.,t ~n.g31 a+?, ,, . ~ur.pc..1e 1ny 1e .. . 

_ r0bbed · 
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robbed at once o[ n1y mate and infanfs~ 
w;:;.s too powerful for my weak frarne to fuf ... 
tain. Oh ! why will the hmnan race be fo 
wantonly cruet! The agonies of deatfo 
now came on, and after _a few convuHive 
pangs, Die br.eathed her laff, and left me an 
unhappy widower. I paffe<l the remainder· 
df the fummer, ci'nd a dreary ,rinter that 
iir~ceeded it, in a very uncomfortable man-
ner; though the- natural cheerfu}nefs of n1y 

difpofition, did not lea.ve me lqng a prey to 
unavailing forrow : and having paid a pro
y.,er tribute to the memory of my fufr dear, 
mate, I refolved the following- fpring to· 
:Ceek another; and had th~ good for tune to
rneet with one, whofe amiable difpofitiou 
bas rene,~.red my former ha pp;ncfs : and 
nmv, my dear,' faid he, le:t me afK you what 
became of your former companion? \Vhy, 
r..eplied the hen Redbreaft, foon after the
lqfs of our n~ft, as he vvas endeavouriAg ta 

cliftover ,v.hat w~s becrnne. of it, a cruel 
hawk caught him up, a.R!d devoured him in ·. 
::m .. infraat. 

I need not fay, th_-qt. I, felt the bittereTh 
pangs for his ·1ois; it is fofficienf to inforn'l 
you, that I- led a fob.tar · life, till I n1et w~th 
you, w;hofe endearing behaYiour has made 
fociety agair. agreeable to me. 

_ \Vhilfr 
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· 1Vhtifi. .~ the parent birds were thus·refat.:: 
iflg the hifiory of their paftmisfortunes, the, 

--youn·g ones liften -~d with the greatefi atten-
tion ; and when the tafes ·· we're· ended~ Flap-· ' ry exclaim~d, Oh ! ,vhaf dangers there are
in the woild !, I fhi!U Ue afraid to leave the· 
nefi. Why fo; my love?. fa:id . the ~other. 
Every bird· does not meer with Hflwks and' 
eruel chiidred. You have· alrcea-dy, .,. as you 
fat on the neft, feen thoafands _of the fea- · 
thered ra-ce~ of one kind or other, 1naking 
their airy e!tcur!ions, full ·of mirdj and ga-ie 
ty. This orchard confiaritly refounds-with· 
the melqdy· 0f thofe who chaunt forth theit0 

fongs of j~y,. and: r be'licv·e there are no be-· 
ings in the_ wct ld ha:ppier thary_ Eirds; for 
we are naturally f0nned for cheerfu1nefs ;· 
and I fl atter myfelf,. a prudent· precau tipn 
will preferve both your father _~nd myfelf 
from any . future· a:cci'dent: ·out parents 
were young and unexperienced _themfelves,
ahd did nbt give us good advice, b1:1t we 
know tne dangers of the world, and I hope 
fhall be able to point' out to you· /uch rules 
df conduct; as may,. if followed) counter
act the u ru·al ·accidents · to ·which birds are 
e?(pofed. . fnfiead of _indulging. your fears, 
Fbpfy, faid the father, fumm-on up al l
your courage, . for to-morrow. _ yeu fhal1: 
:with, your brothers and fifier, . begin to fee 

- the , . 

at 
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t11e worfd. Dicky expreffed· grcaf _cfoligEt 
cit this declaration, and Robin boafied that 

he had not the leafl: remains of fear. Flap

(y, though frill apprehenfive of mcnficrs, 

yet longed to fee the gaieties; of life, and' 

Peck[y wifhed to comply with every defire 
of her dear parents. ,..fhe approach of 

evening now reminded then1 that it was· 

time to t2.k.e repofe, and 'ti.1rning their heads· . 

under their wings, each bird fo0n refigned _ 
i,tfelf to the gentle power of Dee?. 

_, 

C I-I A P. vnr. 

A FT t.R lvlafier :;.nd l\1ifs R'.:'nfon· 
had been g;-atified with the fight of 

the Robin's nefi, they \Vere ret~rning t<Y 

the houfe, condutted · by their friend } oe, 

when they were met in the garden by their 

r,apa and mamma, accorr.panied by l'\1ifs 

Lucy Jenkins and her brother Edward. 

The for mer was a fine g1rl 2"hout ten year3 

old, the lattfr a robufi rude bov, t;,uned· 

of eleven. _We wee com~ng to fe t you,. 
rny dears, faid rvtrs. J3enfon to her chil

dlen, for I was fe4rf ul tha,t the bufinefs 
you_ 
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y-ou went upon would m:1:ke you forget:' 
your young vifitors. I cannot' anf w.er fat' 
Frederick:, replied: 1\1.ifs. Benfor-i, buf in-· 
deed, my dear ma.mma,.. I would - not on 
any account b:av·e f1ighted my friends. ·How; 

, d_o you do, 1ny dear Mifs Jenkins r faid. 
fue, I am happy to [e~ you.. \Viff you go · 
with r.ne into the pJay-room ? I have gor 
fome very pretty new books. Frederick:, 
_have you n0th_ing to ffiew M~fler Jenkins t 
0 yes, faid F_red.er"ick, . I have g~t a new 
ball, a new top, a nevi _organ, · and twenty 
pretty things ;· but I h::i.d rather g(? back 
and fhew him~ the Robins. The Robins! 
faid Mafier Jenkins, what Robins? Why 
our ·R o1Jins,-thaf have built in the ivy-wall. 
You never fay, any thing fo pretty in your 
life as ttie little ones: . Oh, f can fee birds 
-a-now at' home, fa.id Maft:er· Jenkins; but 
why did you not take the n.efl { It would. 
have· b~ff nice div~rfion tb you· to tofs 
t~e you.ng· birds about. J._haye.liad_ a _gr~at . 
manr neils this year, and <Jo believe I have 
an hundred·· _eggs. An hundr~d eggs l and: 
b'ow · do y0u _purpofe t<? hatch them ? faid = 

Mifs Harriet, w.ho turned back on hearing · 
Jb.im talk · in this 1nanner. Hatch· them, 
Mifs Benfon? faid he; who ever thinks of· 
hatching birds eggs? Oh, then you eat 
them, fa~d Frederick, or perhaps let you~ · 

co~k. 
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icok make puddings of thetn ? No, in=' 
.<leed, replied Niafier Jenkins, I blow out 
the infide, and then run a thread through 
then1, and give the1n .to ·Lucy to hang up 
'amongft -her curidities; and very ;wetty 
lhey leak, I aifure you. And -fo,.... faid Mifa 
:·Haniet, you had rather fee a parcel of 
empty egg-fhell3, than _hear a fweet concert 
of birds finging in the trees-? I ad1nire 
your tafte truly! -Why, is there any harm 
in taking birds eggs ? faid Mifs Jenkins ; -I 
never before heard there Wfls. 1\tly dear 
ma,:nma~ replied •Mifs Ben fon, 11as taught 
me· to think, the;e is hann. in every altion 
vhich gives ca·ufelefs pain to any living 

creature; rind I c-.vn I have a \yery parti
cular affect:on for birds. Well, faid lVIifs 
Jenkins, I have no notion -of fuch affec-
_tions, for my r~ rt. Sometimes, indeed, I · 
try to rear thofe which Edward brlngs 
h01ne, . but thry are teazing troubiefon1e 
th:ngs> and I am not lucl-_y; to tell the 

·truth, I do not concern myfelf much about 
the:m ; if the fi<ve they live, and if they 
die they die. He has brought me three 
nefis this day to plague me; I thought to 
have fed the birds before I ca1ne out, b~t 
being in a hurry to come to fee you, I quite 
forgot it. · Did you feed them, Edward? 
]-.Jot I, faid he, I thought you would do it ; 

-- 'tis 
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lt,ti_s enough_ for :Ine .to find the nefts. And 
.:have you actually left three ,nefts .of young 
pird_s at · home without victual&,! exclaimed . 
Mifs Harriet. .I ¢.id not think of ~the~, bu:t 
will feed the1~ when ~I _return, faid .Mi[~ 
J e~kim. .-Oh, •~ried' .Mifs Benfon, I "~an.,.. 

·.,n,.ot_ 'bear the thoughts of what the poor 
Ji.ttle creatures muft .fuffer. .Well, faid · 
_Mailer J enkins, fince you feel fo much fo·r 
:the.i--'-1 i I think1 M ifs Harriet, you wiJl make 
:the beil n!lrfe. \Vha:t fay y,ou, ·Lucy, will 
.-you giv~ the nefis to Mifs .·Benfon? ,,Vith 

__ aH my. heart,. replied his fifier, and pray do 
.not plague m'e with 'apy.more of them. .I 
do not knov/ that my -rn.amma .. '.vill let me 

· accept them, faid ·M1fs Benfon, _ QUt . if !he 
:will, J.Pnall -be glad to do {o. Frederic~~ 

-._ e!1quired what birds they were, and IV1afier 
Jenkins informed him, there ,v.as . .a nefi of 
Linnets, a n~ft of · Sparr-ows, and another 
.of Blae:kbirds. · ·.Freder~ck was all i1npatt
._crice -to fe.~ thel}l, . and l\1ifs ,Harriet longed 
: to have the·· little .. creatures in her . pofiefi1-
~ori, that -fbe m~.ght refcue them frorp. . their 
.·deplorab'le condrtion, ~na leff~n the e,;,:ils 
:of captiv1ty, which they _now [uffered in 
. t11e extreme. · Her mamma .had left her 
with -her joung con1pan.ion, that they 

!,might indulge therp.fehyes ·-in -·innocent a
·U:.'..lfe.ments without refirnint, but the ten
· - ·· 

1 
· - · · dei.;-. 
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cder-11earted 1-Iarriet could 'not engage hi 
.any diverfion, till -fhe ,had 1n~de interceiEon 

/ -in behalf of the pcor birds; -fhe !herefore 
begged Mifs Jenkins wo~ld acCD!TI'Rt!ny 
i1er -to her ma1-nrria, in order to folicit pee
. n1ri1ion to -have the birds nefis. She ac-

-~'.;. cordingly went, and m~de her requeit 
l~nown to tl\1rs. Benfon, who readily con
f en ted ; obferving, th:at though fhe had a 
·very great. objett-ion to · her children's h:i v
•ing birds nefis, yet ilie could not deny he,r 
daughter on the prefent occa:fion. I--far
riet, from an unwillingnefs to ~xpofe h{?r 

, friend, had faid but little on the fubject, 
-but Mrs. B~nfon, having great difcer.n~ 
ment, concluded tl_1at fhe 1nade the requeft 

· from a m ercifol motive, and knowing that 
1\tiifs -J t nkins J1ad no· kind rrian1ma . to give 
her infirultion, fne thus addreffed her: 

I perceive, my young friend, that Har.: 
riet is a pprehenfive the birds will not meet 
\,~ith the fame ki0d _ treat1nent from yoy, 

, which fhe is di[ po fed to -g'i,ve them. I cari
not think. you ha\'e any c~uelty in you·.r 
nature, but perhaps you J1~tve only accu(
tomed yourfelf to confider birds as play-

. things, \Yithout fenfe or feeling ; to me, 
who ~111 a great a9mirer of ~h~ beautiful 
little cre2tures, they appear in a very dif
{en.i1t l:ght- ; ~Hd l -~~Ye t ~cn r.n att0ntive 
· obferve.t 
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,,dbferver (>f -t-hem, I -afi"ure y,ou_: _ ':thoqga· 
they .cam:iot {peak our ·language; eac11 kj,nd 
,has one of its own, which is perfett:ly ·un
.-<l~ril:ood by thofe of-their -,:0Wn fpecies; and 
f o far -intell.igibl_e to -us, as to convince ~s 
they a~e.fu[ceptible.:of joy, grief, fear, a-r--: 

, _:ger -and refent~ent .:; a.nd we 1nay eafily 
,d:ifcover, th~t th~y- delight ~h aifociating 
:with thofe of their· ,own clafs, and ·purfue 
.with alacrity rhe employmen_ts allotted them; -

·: fr01n v-·'hence we may jufily imfer, :that .it 
·is cruel to rob th~m ef their young, de:_ 
-_privc then1 -0f their liberty, fepara-te them 
from their ref pe&_ive fecieties, -,or place 
:them in fi.tuations -where ·they arc exc_lud
-·ed £rqm the ·bleHings fuited -to their na-
4ures, for \Vhich il is .iH1-poffible for · _us to 
!give thern -an equivalent. Befrdcs, · thefe 
-creatures, infigni:fic-ant ,as they appear in 
yoyr --eftimation, were made by God as weH 
-as you. 'l-Iave··-you not iead in your T .ef.-
tamept, n1y dear, that our Saviour 'faid, 
.Blejfed are the · 111e,rciful, far they jlzalt obtain, 
_,mercy. How th_en can you e'J{pect that 
:Goo will fend ·his bleffing upon you, if 
·you, inftead 9f endeavouring to imitate 
·hirn in being 1nerciful to the v.tmo.fl ·of J'Jztr 

JJ?.w~r, a~e wantonly ~ruel to .im:wcent cr'e~.,.. 
tureswh1ch he d.ofig ned for happmefa? Tlus 

t@ldrponition froq1 _Mrs. 'Benfon) ,vhich Mi{s 
i, . · - ·- · · · · · - Jenkin$ 

.• ~ 
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\ 
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j enkins did not expeEt, 1nade her look 
very ferious, and. brought tears into her 
eyes; on which the· good Lady took her 
by the hand and kindly faid, I wi!h not to 
difirefs you, my dear, but merely to awaken 
the natural fentiments of your heart: Re-
•flect at yo'Jr leifure on ,,,hat I have' taken 
the liberty of faying tb you, and I am furc 
you will think 1ne your friend. I kne\V 
yo!.lr dear mam1na, and can s.!fure you, ihc 
was remarkable for the tendernefs of her 
dif pafition. But let 1ne not detain you frc1n 
your Qmufements ; go to your ov.·n aput
ment, Harriet, and ufe your beft endea
vours to make your viftto!·s h::rppy. You 
cannot this eveniP.g fetch the birds, be
crr~1[i , when l\1ifs Jenkins goes, it will be 
too late for you to take fo long. a walk, as 
you 1nuft come back afterwards ; n.nd I 
make no doubt, but that to obl;ge you, ihe 
will feed them to-nig'ht. Mifs Harriet and 
Mifs Jenkins returned~ and found Fre
derick diverting himfe1f w·ith the hand or
gan>- which had lately been prefcnted by 
his god-p21.pa; but Mafl:er Jen.kins bad biJ , 
ho!d of I\1ifs I-Iarriet's dog, and ,vas fearch-• 
ing his own pocket for a piece of firir g, 

· that he 1n:~ht tie hi1n and tl:e cat tcgtthcr~ 
to fee, as he faid, how nicd y the ,' \\ oulc1 
~&ht; and fo fully w:1s he b!:11t on th'.s crud 

D ))ll'TC(., I - !:' ·'- 1 
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1f5urpofe-; tha_t it was with .:diffic1!1lty he·coul(f 
be _prcrv.ailed on to re1inqui{h it. Dear mei 
faicl he·, >if ever I came-into f~ch a ·.houf~,. 
:in my 1.ife, -there _is no ·fun heFe. ! ·What 
.would y0u ·have fitid to· Harry, Pritchan;f 
_and .me, the other day, wben ,ve made the 
cats .· fly1 ·,Made cats · .:fl.yd· fa1d Frederic~ w 

how_ w~ that"'? ,Why,-' replied .he, .we tied ?L 
~bladders to each .-fide of ·their , ne;cks, . and t 

.the'n . flung_ t~=efu fr~m the top of the houfe. n 

·There was an end of their pu:-ring and 
, !mewing ·for fome tjl?e, I a.ffure you_, fqr · 
;they -lay a ;!orig while firuggling and -gafp.,.. 
. ing for breath; and if th_ey, ·had .not had" 
.n1ne··1ive~ J ·think they muft have died ,.; · 
·our· at ·1aft up they jm~ped, an.d away they 
raI). fG.amper:rrg. ·Then out came littl~ 
Jemmy,' crying as -if he had .flown down £~ 
:-I~irn[eff, 'b~aufr · vve Jrnrt the poor cats ; he ~~ 
.had a dog nJnrri~g after ·h:m, who, ·I.fop:- a~. 
pofe, ~ea-i:it ·-to Gall us '.to tafk, with his bow, to 
_-zv17P ·_; ·but we foo·n ·flopped his -tongue, for Ari 

_we· caug:·:t the gentJeman a.11d dr.o~e-·him I liv 
l efore us irito a narrow -Jane, and then ran 
'1-t:oting af!er '½}:in •into the village; a nt . .!~--

1~er _ of boys .loined· us, ·nnd cried out as we 
did, (l mad d1Jg.1 :a mad <hg ! On thi_s fever~l 
people purfued .him with cudgels and 
:broomfrick.s, and at :fa fr ·l~e _ was fhot by a ou;f 

,g1an, ·but not d~ad, fo or~ers came aI¥1. W 
n.- ·: · ' k nock~d 
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knocked him about the head tiU he c~ 
pired. · For fhame ·! · Mafiei- Jenkins, faicl 
Mifs Harriet, how can you talk i,n that 
.rhodomontade manner? I cannot believe 
any young Gentleman could bring his heart 
·to fud1 barbarities. Barbarities, indeed .! 
w11y have w.e not a right to do as we 
pleafe to dogs and cats, or co you th_ink 
t11ey feel as we do? Fiddle faddle of your 
nonfen(e, fay I; come, you muil h::ai- the 
end of my fi0ry. \,Vhen the dog \Vas de2d, 
we carried hirn home td little Jemmy,who 
,vas ready to break his heart for the lofs of · 
him ; fo we did not like to fiand hearing 
his whining, therefore left hi1n and got~~ 
Cock, whofe 1egs ,ve tied, -and flung at l;i1n 
till he died. Then we fet two others to 
£gh~ing, and fine fport we ·had ;· for -one · 
was pecked till his ·breafi was laid open, 
and the other was blinded ; fo we 'left t11em 
to 1nake up their quarre1 as they could..· 
After thi's ,ve picked all the feathers off a 
Jive chicken, and you never · fa.,v fuch a 
ridiculo'Js little animal in your life. "Th-en 
we ·got fome puppies, and drowned tlieni 
whilfi: the bitd1 fiood by. 011 ·! how fhe 
bowled and .cried, YI 'hilif they fin:~o- led en 
the furface of the water ; a·nd ther~ ~-:as r o 
(]Uift'.ng heT for fevernl days. St<m ! Hot)! 
-e·xcla~med Mifo 1-forriet ·, · for r~ it >~. r:-1: ,., 

~ .l J J .. ,'>. ::.., 
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:-tritp 1 I can f1ear no more of your .horrra 
narrations; nor would I ·-comn<it even- oue 
:of thofe bar-barities which you boafi of f~r 
the world ! Poor innocent creatures ,! what 
bad they done to you to deferve fuch 
-ufage? l b~g, Edward,- faid ·bis fifier, that 
you will -find fome other \vay to entertain 
as, or I fhaU reaUy ~ell .Mrs. ·Benfon of 
you'. vVhat ! you are growing tender..
·hearted all at once! cried he. I will tell 
you ,~hat I think when I go 'home, fPplied 
Mifs Jenkins. · .- As for poor _Frederick, he" 
was drowned h1 tears; and I-Ian .. iet's flowed 
·in a copious firea.m, with the bare idea of 
the -fufferings of tl:e r:,oor animals, parti:,-

<_ .cularly for the live ~hi_cken, and the poor 
. bitch~ v:hcfe puppies were .drowned in her 
fight : but Ed\-✓ ard was fo accufiomcd to 
be guilty of thtife thing~ without reflett:ion; 
that there w::.s no _making any irnpreffion 
of tendern-: fa 11ron his .rn.iud .. ; aJj.d he oniy 
la·~ghed at rheir concern~ .and wanted to 
_tell a kng ftory· acout ~n 9x that ·had been 

· <lr ivr- r by a cruel drovei· tlll..he went m:id; 
but l\1it\ ·Eenfcn and his/ii.Her flopped their 
ea:·~. As foon .as theileft off doiJjg fo, he 
berran another about . Bat..:fowling; whieh 

~-:> fi f • . . 1 i.~ a treacherous cu1 O1n o · g0mg ,v 1111 a-
l an tern by t t}[lht to the }:edge:-, ,where 

· birds rooft, and fr;gh~t~ning · ;rhe1n into a 
r~ .I ne.t 
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net placed for the purpo(e. _In fbort, ft 
appeared fro~ his_ -difcourfe, th[lt he was 
acquainted with the whole art of torment
ing anirnals. At la-ft little Frederick went 
crying to his ma1nma, and the young La-
dies retired to another apartment, (o-Maf
ter J enkins amufed him[elf with catching 
flies in the windo7f, pulling the legs off 
fro1n fame, and the wil}gs from others, de .. 
lighted with their extodions, which were 
occafioned by the agonies they endured. 
Mrs. Benfon had fome vifitors, _which pre
vented her talking to this cruel boy, as fhe 
otherwi{e would have done, on hearing 
Frederick's account of him, but f11e deter
min~d to tell his papa ; which fhe ~ccord
~ngly did fo~e rime arter, when he returned 
home: but -this gentl_eman, fo far from re
proving his fon, applauded him as a lad of 
fife and f pirit, and faid he would he fit to 
go th ··ougb the world. 

l'vfa {ler Jenkins was now difiurbed from 
his barbarous ( port by being called to tea ; 
~nd foon after that was over, the fervant 
cam~ to fetch him and his fifier. Mifs 
Harriet earnefily entJ. eated her friend Lucy 
to feed the birds propedy, till !he ihould be 
aHowed to fetch thon, v.--ho prcmifed to do 
fo; for fhe was greatly affelted with M rs. 
n~nfon's difcourfe, and th :-n entreated her 

D ~ brother .., 



[ · 66 . ] 

l}rotlier to 0 take · leave, that fh~ .. might ~J:. , · 
turn home; with this he readily -~omplied, .
;;rs th~re \ye~e no' further opportunities for 
cruelty., -

CH .A P . .IX. 

A FTER her little vifitors · ~vere de_:, 
parfed, Mifs ·Harriet went . into t~e 

drawing-r6om, afld _:having paicf her com- . 
plim,ents, fat. herfelf down, that ihe mighr 
i rnnrove her mind with the con.'7erfation of 
.th~-comp~ny. H·er mamma pe.rc~ived tfiat:~ . 
fµe had .beep in tears, of which Frederick 

. had before explained the caufe. . I do not 
:wonder, 1ny love_, faid _ ilie, that . you fbould 
have .been fo affefred· with the relation of 
fuch-horrid barb;iri'ties, as that thoughtkfs 
boy _h~s, _by degree.::, brought himfelf to .. 
p:actife, . riot only ,vit·hout remorfe, but by 
way of amtifement. However, · do ·not 
fuffet . your rnind . to dwell on them, as the 
crea tl}res on which h~ inflicted them are 
rio longer b~jec1:s of_ pity. It is wrong to 

. g rieve for the death of animals as we · do 
for :~he lofs of our o·wn friends, . becaufe . 
the_y ·certainly are not of fo much con[ e-· -
.qvence to our happinefs ; and we are 

taught 
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taught to think their. fufteri.ngs en1 w}tl1 
their lives,, as they are not_ ~l~gious beings ; 
and therefore the ~illing them~ even ir:i· 1-he 
crueleft manner, is not like m·urdering a· 
human creature, who is· pe~·haps ,unpre-· 
.pared to give an account. of himfelf a_t the 
tribunal of heaven. I h,ave, f~id• a Lady 
,vho was prefent, been for a fong· tirne ac
cuftomed to· confid.er ani1nals" as m·ere 1na
c1lines, altuat::d by ~he u~errfr1.g han.d of' 
Providence, to do t~o[e things ~hich are 
rt~cefi~1ry for the prefe_rvatio_n pf tT1emfelves 
and th~ir . offspr~ng ;. but the fight of the 
learn~d Pig; _which . has lat~ly bet>n fuewrt 
in London, has deranged Hiefe ideas,. ancf 
I know not what to think~ . . 

If w~ puzzle our minds for ever, Ma
dam, on the fu~~ect, replt~d a Gentleman, 
we: fhaU never ~e able fully to con1pre
hend the:. c~paciti~s and feelings or crea
tures fo different from ourfelves. That 
they have not reafonabre fouls, like the 
human rac.e, is evident;. but at the fame 
rime I think we may plainly difcover, that 
they have fo1ne portion _of intellecl, .wh_ich 
is e,~en capable of improvement to a cer
tain _degree: this is particularly exempli
fied in th~ infiance which fvlrs. Franks has· 
juft mention-:d of the learned P~g. l\tfere 
infiintt, I think, would never lead that· 

D + ere a ture, 
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crearure to .difi:foguifh one IetteF,froin . arm;:. 
ther, or, which amounts to the fame thing,. 
to comprehend tfie variou~ figns by \v fiid1 -. 
thex a!e-pointed out to him by: hi~ keeper . . 
!o wnata pitch may Dogs end l{orfes b~ 
unproved; nay, every kind of animal that 

. I have ha~ .~rt opportunity of -cil?ferving, 
~eems to acqu~re . fagacity, by a_famil_iar in
t~rcoyrfe with, ~ational creature~ ; yet, af
t-:er all, th~y fall iliort of human reuf on be-
yond com parifon, · . · · · 

For my par~ replied 1\1rs. Benfon, I 
.find the fuqjecl: · fo much above my com
prehe.n4on; . that wheri~ver 1ny mind is dif
r,-ofed· to _expatiate on it, . I check the in
c lination, · frmn an , opinion tba't it is of _no 
~or:i.requence te m·e, .whether animals nav'e 
intelletts OF not, and that iri~ amongft thofe 
-things which th~ fiilmighty has.intentionally 
~oncealed from _pur penetration,. . That 
they are in .tpe -. pov;;.er of .man,~ and fubfer-., 
,iient :tc\ d1is,•ute and pieafure, gives them 
~ fu-fficient 

1

claun tq our · co,mpaffion and 
k.indnefs ; ?nd \V hil:ft I am partly feq and 
·clothed at the expe..rice ef the ani1n~l crea
t ion, I could not bring · 1nyfelf to inflifr 
~vanton cruelties upon then1. On the other 
hand, as Providence has placed thi:m fo 
1J1Uch beneath us in the fcale of beings, I 
ilioulJ think it equally. wrong to elevate 

them 

Ciel 

} 
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, them from their proper ran½- in life, ancf. 

fuffer them to occupy that fhare of atten..., 
tion and love, which is due t.9 our _own fpe~ 
cies only.. . · . 

You are certainly right, Madam, . . an
fwered the Gentleman ;: there are objects· 
e_nough for the employment of human rea ... · 
fon, without our ende~vouri=ng to penetrafe 
into thofe things wni<;h muft ever remairt 
hidden, unlefs the inferior creatures we~e 
endued with fpeech. We can tortn but 
very imperfect ideas . even of our own in
tellectual powers, fiiH lefs of thof e of otner 
men ; and the farther any creature is re-· 
1noved from us, the lefs capable a_re we ot 
comprehending th~ir natures, ;ts we ~an 
only judge, in thefe matters, by what 
paffes in ourf elves. · 

Neither you, Sir, nor Mrs. Benf on, faid 
_Mrs. Franks, mean, I apprehend, to dif ... 
c_ourage the ftudy of the narural hifiory of , 
animals. By no rneins, replied the latter; 
for as far as it is open to our view, it is 
replete with amufomc-nt and inftruction. 
It leads the mind to co:itemplate the per
fections of the Suprem~ Being, and al[o 
fu rnitncs a varii:ty · of ufeful h~nts for the 
conduct of human affairs.. MaFly irrtpcr
_ta.n~ arts have, in all probability, been C€·
!ived fron1 them ; and the · exact rrguln i-ty 

D s · with 
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\vhh which- they difcharge tlle offic~s of · 
t~~dernef~ and recorio.rny;· .. afford . examples ... 
of real u_tility to · thofe amongft us, who are , 
difpofed to negle& the dutics_of humanity._· 
An idle perfon, for inftance, 1nay be ad-
monifhed _ b-y an Ant or· Bee, a tli_oughtlefs · 
~other. Qf a-Hen,. an unfaithful fervant by 
a DDg, and. fa .on, as one of our P.oets has-. 
e!egantly poin_ted . out in ·his Fable ~- I_ 
only mean that we ib~~mld Gonfine our fpe--, 
culations.withirr due bounds, and.not carefs . 
anirnals- to· the neglect o(.tlie human ·race . . 

. Then. you_ would ~ave condemned a La-
dJ of my. acquaint-ance,. faid . the Gentle- · 
ma:n~ who. has· a little Lap-dog 6n1. which. 
~er · ~ppinefs fotally depends, and tg ufe~ 

. a vulgar~ expreffion, her very life feems to. 
be- wrapped -up in his. ,. I am fure· it· is quite-· 
p iovoking tq fe~ a· -reafonable creature
make herJelf f0- ridiculous. -It-is more than. 

, : ridiclifo>us,' replied,Mrs . . Benfon ;-· it 1s. really : 
· finful. At this infiant the arrival of Mrs. 
· Franks's coach ·w.as ·_ announced,_, a~d fhef 

· .with the Gentlem.en. took leave. _ · 1 

: ,Ai_s foon as they were gone, pray-.mam-: 
ma, . faid "Harriet, w fiat does .the . :learned: 
J.:> ig do ?, I had a great. defire to,, .afk M!s ... 
F ranks; but ·wa:s fearful ihe would. think me_ 

. : ,. . . 
~ Gafs F~bie oflhe Sherherd and .Phi-tor0pher. 
.... . - . . . 
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'iinpertlnent. I . commend your _modefty; 
my dear, replied · Mrs. Benfon, but would _ 

I1ot have it lead you into foch a degree of 

, ~fuaint, as ~o ·preven! 1our gr~~ifying that · 
.· _ laudable cunoiity, . without wh1c;h young · 

. perfons ~ll:ft remain ignorant of many 
• things ver.y proper for them to be· _acquaint- · 

ed with: . Mrs. Fran.ks would, . I am fure, ' 
have· been ·far from· tI-iinking you imperti
nent : Tho[e enquiriei only are tnought 

troublefom·e; hy whicli children interrupt 

converfafron, and endeavour to attract at-

.. t'ention to tlieir own · infignificant pr-attle ; 
but, all people of good fe.nfe a_nd good-· 

nature deliglit in giving them ufeful in-

formation., . In ·refpt& to the learned Pig, 

I have heard things whic;h are quite afio-· 
nifbing in.a f pecies of-animals gen:eraHy re-· 
garded 'as ·very fiupid. 1~he creature was·

flJ_ewn f?r a fight in ·a room .provi9ed · fo r·· 
tbe .purpofe, I w nere a number of people 
affrmbled to' view his perfor111:ances. T v,u 
alphabets of lar~e letters on card paper· 
"ere placed; on- the floor ;: one of the com-
pany. was then defrred to · propofe a wo;:d ' 

, · hich lie W}fh.ed the fig to f pell. This his 

keeper· repeat:2d ' to him, and the P ig picked '. 

out every letter fucceffivel y Vi ith his fooat, 
and colletted · th21n together till the wo1 d · 
~'t, as cr;:m£kat1~d. He was _ th:-n de fired t o 

tdl 
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·teilthe hour of the day, and : onc :. of tne. · 
company held a watch to hi~ .. which he. 
foe~ed witb -h~ . -little cunning I Ares to ex
am1n~ very attentively; ar:i-d haying done 
f o, picked_ out figures_ for -the hour and 
minutes of the day.· Be.fhewed a. number 
o-: tricks, of the _ fame nature, to the great 
d·_verfion of t~e f pefutors. ._For ·my. own. 
part, tho:1gh I was in London at the ti:me
h~ was exhi~ile~~ .and· hearFi continually of 
t-J1is. w01:derful· Pig from perfons of my ac
quaintance, , I never went to fee him ; for-. 

· l' am fully perfuaded, . that great cruelty 
1nufi have been exercif ed in teaching hirn. 
1:hings fo foreign to his nature, and tt1ere
fore would not give a!lJ encouragement .to 
f uch a fcheme. · 
; A._nd do you think, mamma, faid Har~
·riet, , that the Pig knows th~ letters, and can
really fpell words? I think it pofiible, my 
de1r, for the Pig to be taught to know the 
letters one . from , the - otlier, ~nd -th~t his 
keeper has fome private fign; by w.hich he· 
niretb hi1n to each that are wanted ;
b12t th:1t he has an idea of Jpe!ling, I can 

· r:~ver belie-1e, noF .are animals cap::lble of 
~ ttaining h ·1man fcien~es~ · be~aufe, for 
th :-fe, human. faculties are requtfite ; and 
no art of man can changt1 the nature. of 
~nJ t~1ing, though h~ may be able to 1m-

pro~ 

~ --

ne 
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prove that nature to a certain degree, or 
at leafi to call forth to view, po\l/ers which 
would be hidd~n from us, becaufe thr:'. y 
,~·ould only be exert:>d in the·intercourfe of 
animals with each other. As far as this 
can be done by familiarizing them, and 
!hewing them fuch a degree of kindne:s ~ · 
is confifient with our higher obligations, it 
rrtay be an agreeable amufement, but will 
never anfwer any important purpofe to 
n1ankind ; and I would adviCe you, Har
riet, n~ver to give cou~tenance . to thofe 
people - who ihew what they call leari1ed 
a!1imals ; as you may a~ure yourfelf they 
exercife great barbarities upon them, of 
~ hich fiarving the1n almoft to death is 1noft 
likely among'the number. B!.lt, my dear, 
i~ is now time ror you to retire •to reft, l 
:\Viti therefore bid you good night. 

CH AP. X. 
' \ 

-'-r, A~L Y in the .mor.nrng the hen Red-
,r..., breaft awaken~d her young brood. 
Come, my little cne:s, faid -!'ne, fbake off' 
your d i:owfinefs, rem~mber t his is the day 
!1:K~d for yoUI entrance into the wortd ~ I 

d.ciire 
' .. ... 
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_ &fire th1t ·ea·~h.:of you -\Yill. dre&·· your f~a-::-~ 

~h,:rs· before you go ~:mt\ .for a. flov~!)ly ~ird· 
· 1s 1ny avedio·n, and'. nea.tn~fs ur a great· ad:.: 
~antage ro trre aI?pearance .. uf,_every on-e: 

The father was upon . the ·tving betimes;_.; 
that he might·give each· of his young -- ones-' 
a breakfaft before they- attempted.· tb-leave: 
t1ie nefi. · ·-.vVh~n- lie had fed them; he de-: 
~red his . rn:ate ·u? acc·ompany)ii!J1 .as-· u(uil_: 
t~ M¥. B~nfon's) wh~re he·fo:1nd ·die par
lqur-winpoy( _:9pen 1 and his young frlends:
at hreakfafi:' witH: their papa and m·amma:·. 
Crumbs had · been, according · to c4ftom, 

,. ftretved before-the window, .which the other'. 
birds had '.allnoff entirely deyoured ;. blft-the· 
R~dbrea:!l:s took theirufoal ppft on·tlie tea~ 
table, and the ··cock . bird fung. ·ni·s~ morning· 
liy·; · after wliich they.returned with all por-· 
fible fpeed"- te:t ·the -ndr:: .f0r -- ,h:wing ·fo·. im~ · 
portanr-an--affai.r to manage, ,they could-.not
be long abfent -N~ither coµkl ,their young ·· 
benefactors ·pay fo .,mucn attention ,to t)iem t 
as ufoal; for tljey w~re i!Il~P~tient · to 'fetdi · 
the liirds neils-·from MiTs J enk.ins's; tnere-
fo:-e, __ as [~on :is br_eakfaft ':Vas encJtid; _they_ 
re·r out :0n tlfoir . exped~tion. H~fr_iet, carri.2. 
€cl a, .bafket ··latge enGBgh to ,ho~d -_tv, o,ne.Rs; 
r.,nd 'Frederick:. a; frnaller :ope for the otrrer; 
th~s .cq~ipped, ·with . a ._ fcrva;:i...t att~mding .. 
ih~m> ,tri(£I-1€t·off. .. - . , .. ... -
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.. Mr. Jenkins's ·. houfe w-as __ abeut · a· mile 
from Mr.. B·enfon's, it was d~lightf ully fitu- · 
ated; th~re was a beautiful lawn and ·canar 

, before it, and a charming garden b~hind ;~ _ 
()n one fide were . corn fields, and: oh the 
~ther a_ wood. In fuc;h _ a delight_f1:1l re- · 
treat as tnis, it was natural to expe0: to 
finJ a great many birds ;· but,. to l\1ifo Har-
tiet's furprize, they faw only a few fhag-; 
gling ones here and there, wl)o fled · with· 
the utmofi preq.pitµ.tion as foon as · fpe and:_ 
her brother appeared. ; on w hidi fhe_ ob
ferved to Frederick, . that !he · (upp_ofed: 

. Mafier Jenkins's practice of taking birds : 
nefis had maqe them fo fhy, and entreated: 

. him: never to cemmit fa barbarous - an ac-
tion. She faid . a great deal to hiin ,about 
the crueltie~ that naug11ty boy, l?-ad _b9afied : 
of the evening· b,efore,., _which Frede:-ick: 
pr01nifed;to -remembe·r ·:: , . · 

As foon as they ~rrived·· _at tlie lioBfe,.,. 
Mi[s Jenkius ran out. to:·rec.eive th -:~, bu t , 

• l her broth.~~ was gone· to "fchool. vV-e are 
come, my dear Lucy, faid 1\1ifs B~nfon, to·,· 
claim the performance of fy1afier Jb:-il~ins's · 

. p romife ; how are y our little u r(on er~ r 
• J. • , 

0 ! I know not wHat to fay. to you, rriy_ drar) 
faid Mifs Jenkins, I have very had pews 
t~ tell you, and I fear you v1ill blame ffi'~ 

exceedingly, 'tfio·~1 gh riot more than I bhrme 
.. . myfrlf. 
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. n;iyf ,jf, I heartily : wi!h I had ret,tirned 

hoTT}e immediately after the kind letture 
your mamma favoured me with. yefterday, 
'" hic!1 fhewed me the cruelty of my bt ha-

-viour, though_ I ·was· then afhamed to own ' 
my· conviffion. I walke_d as faft as I could · 

_ . ~ll th~· way' Jrom your h.oufe,. and deter
ri1tn":d to g~v-e each of the little creatures a. -
good fupper ; for w_hich purpofe 1 had an egg 
boil~d . and ve'ry nicely ~hop·ped ; -I mixed 
up _fame , bread_ and . water very fmooth,. 

. and put ·a little feed with the chopped egg 
· a-mong~ · i r,. and . then · carried it to the 
room where I lefr'the·nefi:s. ·. Eut what was. 
rily coI?-tern, when I fo;.1nd that my care 
was too late for the greateft part of thetr} ! 
¥very Sparrow lay, dead and bloody ; they 
frem-.;d to hav·e, killed each other. Urged 
I fuppofe by ~extreme hunger, each fpent 

. en his unhappy a!fociateg thofe pecks apd 
blows \vhich w.ere·myproper defert. In the

. ~eft _of_ Linnets, ~vhicfi were- very young,,. 
l-fouric;l orie dead, (wo "jufi ~xpiring, and 

· the' ofher a?moff exhaufied, but ftill able to·· 
_· ~wallow ; to him, , therefore, .I immediately 
di( pen fed: fome_ of the food I had prepare~, 
which greatly revived him; and a.sI thought 
he would · fufrer- with cold .ip ,the neft by 
l iimfelf, I covered · him over- \vith wool and 
had· this morr .. ing -: the · plta1.ure· of fi~d-. 
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· jrfg him · quite -recovered. -\Vhat, all the 

Sparrows and three Linnets dead ! faid 
Frederick, whofe littfe eyes f warn with 

· tears at the melancholy · tale: And pray, 
. Mifs Jenkins, h4;ve you . ftarved all ,the 
Blackbirds too? Not all, my little friend, 
anfw ered Mifa Jenkins, but I mufi: confefs 
that fo1ne of them have fallen victilns to 
my ba1 barous rn·,l leet: ; however, there are 
t-~~o flne on,fs ali~e, w h_ich I !hall, with the 
furviving Linn~t, ch~erfully refign to the 
care of my dear Harriet, w hofe tenderne[s 
will, I hope, be rewardt: d by the plcafure of 
hearing them fing v.,r hen they are old enough. 
~ ut J b~g yo!.l will flay and re.ft your fr1vts 
aft~r _v o:.ir wafa:. Let m ~ fee th~ birds firfi, 
faid F red-:rick: That you· fhall do, an • 
fwered Tvfi.CS .. J enkins ; and t~k.i11g him by 
the hand, conducted him to the room in 
\-...·hich fhe J-ept the1n, .accompanied .by Mifs 
Benion . She th,'n fed the birds, ~nd g~ve 
panicular infiructions fo r m ::' l.cing their. 
190d, and d:>ch-1r~d that ~ would n eYer 
h~ a r_e<?eiver of b i,r°d~-nd ts any more, but 
expreffed her appreh "'nucns that it would be 
d:fficult to wean· Edward fr01n his propen
fity for taking then1; howev<>r, faid fue, he 
is going as a boarder to a private Acade:my 
foon, where I th:nk he wiH h~ve better <"m

ploy1n~nt for his lei[.ure hou1s. Mifo J ~n-
1~:~3 
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l<.ins tl1en .· took her- -young frrencfs in.t9 tfie 
parlour ·· to het Governef.s (.for her µ1amina 
was tlead) ·who·recei'vecf them· very kindly, 
:md ga_ve each of them a piece of cake and 
f 01n~ fruit\ after which'; ·Mi [s Jenkins.· I-ed 
them· agairr into the room where the birds· 
v,ere, and very carefully put the neft, with· 
th:: poor folitary Linnet, into one bafket,. 

· and that w1th the two B1ackbirds -into the · 
·-other. Frederick wa:s very urgent fo carry 

' the latter, which &is frfter ccmfented to;
and then·, l,idding adieu to their· friend, tney 
fet off ori;their return home, attended oy·_ 
the ma~d as before:. · 

. . w elf, Frederick~ faid' Mi{s' Harriet, -· as· 
they wafked along, w fiat thi·nk you 0f bi~d-
_nefting now ? Should ~you like tb . occafion 
the death of fo marry . little'• harrrilefs' crea-

, · tu res? No, fotleed, fa1d F:rederi'ck ; and I 
~ think Mifs Jenkins· a. ·very naughty ·girl for 
: flarving them·. 1 She -was to blame,: but is: 

IlO'll forry for :&er fault, my dear, therefore· 
Y<?U muff not fpeak unk.1nd,ry of her ;· b~--

·fides, you knov,, fhe h:.::,s no good mamma,. 
as ·\ve have, to· tea-ch her what is proper ; 
and her papa-is obii-gf':d ·to . be abfen-t from 
no1ne very -often, and leave her to the care· 
of 'a Gov.erne&; who -perhaps was- never 
i'nfl:ructed herfelf to be .tender to anirne.ls. · 
_\Vith 'this kind of converfati~m-t~eyamufecf ... 

· r · th::·m-
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t11e1nfelves as ~hey walkrd~ every no:.., and 
then peeping into their 62.fkets to [el': t ½eir 

little birds, which were very lively ar, -· . ,, IL 
They entreated the maid to take t.!em 

t~rough the orchard, which had a g;-,~e· tha.t 
. opened into a m eadow that lay in theii 

v,ay, having no doubt of obtaining admit

tance, as it was the ufual hour for their 

friend Joe to work there. They accord- · 

ingl y. knocked at the gate, which was im

mediately opened to tn~m, and Frederick . 

. requefied
1 
Joe to fhew him the Robins nefi. 

But before we proceed with this part of our 

I:-Ji~ory, we muft return to the Redbreafts, . 

· whom we Ieft on the wing, flying back to 

. the ivy-wall, in order · to take taeir ym~ng 

ones abroad. 

C H A -P. XI. 

. AS the father entered the nefi, he cried 
O'.Jt, with a_ cheerful voice, Well, my 

nefilings, are you all ready ? Yes, they re

plied. Th~ mother then ad,·anced, and 

tjefrred that each of th r·m w~uld get upon 
tl,le edge of the nefi. Ro~in and Peck(y 

fprang up in an infiant, but Dicky and 
Flapfy 



-.. 
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r,rap(y . being . ti~orous, were not .(o ex:: 
peditious. _The h~arts ·of the pareri'ts felt 
a rapturous ' delight flt the advan_tageous 
view they nO';/ had of theit young family,. 
who appeare~ to be :!hong, vigorous, and 
liyely; and, in a word, ·endued with every 
gift 9f n;i.ture requifire to their fuccefs in: 
th:: world, ·Now, faid . the · futher, · ft.retch 
your wings, Robin, and flutter them a little 
·i~ this manrn"r, (Ihewing him the way) and 
be fure to obferve my <lirections exactly. 
Very well, faid -he ; do not attempt to· fi_y 
yet, for h::re is neither air nor fpace enough 
for tha_t -'purpofe . . Walk gently_ after me 
to the wall; now hop~ -~nd -~rch upo·n this 
branch, and as foon as you fee me fly away, 
ipre.ad your wings, and exert all the ftrength 
you havr:- · to follow 1ne. Robin acquitted 
-I1i1nfrlf to admiration, and alig hted very 
faJely on- the ground. Now iland fiiil, faid 
the father., till the reft _ioin us : 1·hpn going 
bat k, ,he calkd upon D~cky to_ do the fame 
as · hi ;:; hrother b1d done; but I)kky wa~ 
ve:-y fearful of fbttering his _wing~; for n_e 
had a g ·eat d r:·al of cowardice 1n his_ difpofi
tjon, ~nd expreffed many appr!'henfions that 
he fhould not be able to re8.ch the ground· 
,~ithout-fall\ng, as they were fuch a great 
height fron1 it. - Hts father, who was a very 
courageous bi!"d, was quite ant;ry with him. 

· · \-Vh ' y 



. . r ~i j _ 
Why you _ f oolifh little thing, faid he, dd 
you mean to itay in t~e n~fi ;by yourfelf 
-and fiarve-? I fhall leave off ~ringing you 
food, .I affure you. Do -you think your
wings were given you to be always folded 
by your fi<les, and that the whole. employ
ment of your life is to pick your feathers, 
~nd ·make y.ourfelf look pretty? Without 
ex_ercife you cannot . fong en joy health ;· 
be:fides, you ·will foon have your livelihood 
10 earn, and therefo_re idlenefs would in 
you be the height ·. of folly; get up this 
1.n.ftant. Dicky, intimidated by his fa:.. 
-the(s cif pleafure, got up, and advanced 
as far as the branch from w11ich he \\"nS 

to. defccnd ;· but here his fears returned, 
-and infcead of making an effort to fly, he 
flood flapping his wings in a moft irrefolute 

..manner, and fuffered his father to lead the 
way' twice without foHo\ving him.. This
good · parent> find·1ng that he would not 
vfnture to fly, took a circuit unperceive:d 
by Dicky, and watching the <?pr,ortunity 
whep his wings were a little fpread, came 
fuddcnly behind him, ~nd puthed him .off 
from the branch. ·D:cky, findin:g himfelf 
in actual canger of fullir:g, now g'ladly 
ftretched his pinions, and, upl?orn by the 
air, gently defcended to the ground, fo 
.ne~r the _ffot ,1i1hcre· R~bi.1.1 fi~od_, that the 

· Jatt~r' 
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ldter eafrly reache_d him by ·hoppin-g~ Th~ 
motb~r now un·dertook _to conduct Flapfy 
.and .Peck(y,' _whilfl: the father ftaid.to take 

· .care. _of the - two a-lready )anded_. . F_lap(y· 
mad~ a thoµfand difficulties, ·but at le~gth 
_yi~ld½d. to her mother's perfua-fions, ari<il 
flew fafoiydown . .. Peckfy, w1fhout the'leafi: 
:hditafion, acc_ompanied -her, a11d by ex:. 
-a&ly fullowing . the di.rectioI_1s giyen·, foun~ 
-th~ . tafk. mu·d) eafier than Jhe expected. 

.. As foon . as they had a)ittle .recovered from 
the fatigu.e and fright of tbefr firft dfay at 
,flying, they :began -to look around then~ 
with ,afl:onifhm::nt. Every object on which 
they tu.rned their eyes ex.cited -their curio
fi ty ,aric{wonder. They were no longer 
confined .to .a Ji_ttle nefl, ·built 'in a f111all 
'hole, b_ut were _ngw at full liberty ip the 
,op.en . air. The orchard itfelf appeared 
Jo 'tfoem a world. For fome time each re-:-- , 

,!Il,ained filent, gazing ar-ouR.d, firfl: at on~ 
-_thiqg, then at another•:· at length Flap(y 
cried 04t, "yhat n. cnanning place t11e w9rld 
is! I had no ~onception that it was '.half f 9 

. _'big! And do you . fuppofe then,. my dear, 
.replied the mother, that you .t10w -behold 
the v/hole of the wor'ld? I ·have (een but a 
/mall part .of it my're1( _and yet ·have flo\~'U 
over fo large a fpace, that what is at pre
f~t wl.thin ,our .view appears to me a Ettlr 
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inconfiderable -fp0t; . nnd I have converied 
with feveral foreign -birds, who informed 

.me, that the country they came foom was 

fo·diftant, th-1t rhey we1:e many days -on 

theirjour.n.ey ··hither, though they flew the 

.neareft way, and fcarcely allowed •them ... 
{elves any refling-tin1e. Come, faid the 
father, Jet us -proceed to bufmefs, we did 
not :leave the neft merely to look -about u~. 

You are now, my young-ones; fafel y land-
,ed on the ground, let.me in..fuucl you what 

.you are to do on it. Every living crea-
·ture that comes in to the world has fome
thin g allotted him -to perform, and there
fore fhould not ftand an idle .fpeE\.ator o.f 
what others are doing. \~le ifmal1 birds 
have a very ea(y tafk, in ccmparifon of -
many ani1nais I have ·had .a-n .. oprortunity of 
obferving, being only required to feek food 
for •0urfeJve.s, build nefis, and provide for 
.our young ones till they .are able to pre

.cure .. their -ow-n -livelihood. We have in

.deed ent=>mies to dread; Hawks and o-ther 
birds -o·f prey will catch us up, if we -are 
not urcn our guard ; but the worfr foes yre 

11ave are ·tho(e of the human race; thtmgh 

even 2mong them Redbre~fis have a bet.ter 

chance than mr.ny other brds, on oGcotmt 

.of a charita-ble ·ncticn which a pair of .our 

fpec: es ~Le faid !O ha.;e perfo1n1ed t0 a 
lit.tle 
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ftttle boy and .girt * wno were 1oh in a: 
wood, where they · were fiarv~a to death. 
Th~ Redbreafts } -mention· faw the a!fec:. 
tiona.t~ pair~ hand in hand, ·firefch.ed on 

'. the cold ground, ,and would have fed _.them, 
had ,they been · ·capable of receiV1ng nou!:. 
rifhmerit ·; b~t find1'ng· them quite qead, an.d 
·being unable, to ~bury' t11ern; refolved to 
cover them with leaves, Thi's was · an ar
· duous tafk, but ·many a ·p~edbreaft has ·fin·c;_ 
fhared the. reward 9f it_; a1:id I believe, that 
tho(e who .do g6oq . to _otJv~rs_, alway~ meet 
with. a 1-;ecrnnp~nre· fom~ way or ot11er. 

. But I d~clare. I am doing t~e very thing I ·· 
was r~pro_ving_ yqu for---chattering away 
w·hen I fhould b~ ~l'inding _bufinefs. Come, 
hop after me, 'and we 'fhal.i foon f?,nd fon1~
thing worth having. ~~ar nothing, for yeu 
are .now in a p1ace- of fecurity ; there is no 
I-fa.wk nc:ar, and~ I havy never feen any of 
the hi.1man race e~ter thls -orchard, · but 
-the , monfle_rs w'l10_ paid you· vifits i~ the. 

··nefi, . and others equally' 'irioffenfive. The 
father then 11opped. away,: fo11owed by 
:Robj;n_ and D/ky, w.h_il~' his 1nate con~ 
·ducted fhe female part 0f the family. The 
'pa::-ents inil:rl,ltted the~r youn_g one~ 1ft what · 

. . 

~ A1ludini~to tl:.c Bal?ad 'of th~ C-kildrea in the 
~oaj, . . I. 
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. ·manner to feek for f cod, and tl1ey proved 
very fuccefsful, for there were a nu1nbcr of 
jnfecl~ juft at band. Dicky had th.., gcod 
fortune to find four little worrns toge
ther, but in:fl:ead ,of calling his brothers and 
fifiers to partake of the1n, he devoured 
the1n a·n himfel£ Are you not :=dl.1amed, 
you little greedy creature? crid 11is fa
ther, who -obferved his fe-'lfifh di(pofi~ion. 
,vhat would yo'..l think of your· brother 
and fi fters, were t11ey 1io forve you f o ? 
In a fan1ily, every individual ought to 
confult the welfare of t11e who1e, infiead of 
!1is ov:n private fatis(action. It is his 
own truefi interefi to do fo. A day 1nay 
come, when ·he_ v .. ho has now fuilicient to 
fuppl5 the wants -of ·his relations, may fiand 
in need of affifiance from the1n. BHt fct
ting afide felfijh confiderati:ons, which are 
the la.ft that ever find place in a gene
rous breafi, how , gr'cat is the pieafure of 
doing good, and contributing to the 11ap-r,i
nefs of others l Dicky was G~1ite conf m:~c

ed, and i-tnmediately" hopped tiway, if pof
fible to find fcm(.:th:ng for his orother and 
fi[ler, that he might regain their 6cod up~
nron. 

'In the m ean v. ~ih Rolin four.cl 2 caJ;:r
pillar, \'/ hich he intc n:led t-o take for Peckfy; 
but juil: ns he ·.r~s going to pick it up, a. 

E Linnet, 
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_Linnet; \V-lio ·had a nefi in the · orchard;· 
fnatched it fr0m hi.m a-nd ,flew .away witli 
Inflamec;l with the _moft furious rage, Robin 
advanced to his father, and entreated that 
1he wou-ld fly after ·the Linnet and tear ·his 
·heartout. That wmild be taking violent re
venge indeed, fa:id 1his father. No, Dicky, 
the Linnet has·· as great-a right.to the catter- · 
pillar as . you· or I; and,. ·in a:ll .probability, 
·has many little gaping mouths at h01ne 
ready to receive it But, however this 
,m,:i,.y be; I . i1ad, for 1ny own part, rather 
'fufiain an injury than take revenge. You 

',muii expect . to ·have 1nany a fcramble of 
this kind in your life; but if you give way 
to a refenrful .temper, you will do yourfelf 
more · hanh than all the enemies in the 
world can clo you •; .for .you will be in per
petual agittiticn ·from a.n -idea, that every 
one who dcrn .not act in direct conformity 

-· to you r wiilies, has· .a defign-. ggainft you. 
r-r, r 11 • } 

.1. 11-~reicre, re1uam -your anger .t 1at you 
111rLy be -happy; .for believe 1ne, peace and 
ti·anqu1lity rue the moil valuahle things you 
can poffefs. At this inihmt Peckfy c21ne 
uo with ~ fine fat fpider in her mouth, which 
.ilie laid down- at her mother's fee t, and 
thus addreflcd -her : Accept, n1y dear pa
rent, the firfc tribute of gratitude ·which I 
- , 1 1 ,-.~ T ~ 1 ~ha:ve c-r~r Deen a.o .. c ._to or:.er yov. r~ow 1nve 

i. . . I r.o,· 
.t J..-
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I formerly longed to eafe thofe toils whi,.h 
you and my dear father endured for our 
fakes ; and gladly would I now relea{e _you 
fro1n farther fatigue on my account, but I 
am frill a poor unexpe~ienced creature) 
and mufi continue to take fhelter under 
your wing. All 1ny po:v:er to afiiH von 
.fhall bowever be exerted, and I \, i11 hop 
as long as I am able to procure pro-,·ifior.s 
for th:: fan1il_y. The eyes -of t11e 1noths~
fparlded with delight ; and knowing that 
Peckfy's love would be difappointed by a 
refufal, fhe eat the fpider, which t11e dutifol 
nefiling had fo affectionately brought 11er, 
and then faid-How 'happy would fan1ilies 
be, if every one like you, 1ny dear Peckfy, 
confulted the happinefs of the reit, inficad 
of turning their ,vhole attention to their 
own intereft. Dicky was_ not prefrnt c:.t 
this fpeech, which he might have confidered 
~s a reflettion on his own conduct; but he 
:irrived as it was ended, and prefentcd 
~eck(y with a worm, like thcf~ h:: Lad 
himfelf fo greedily eaten. She recci'/·~ it 
with thanks, and declared it was doubly
welcorne fro1n his beak. Certain1 -, fo'.:.l 
the mother, fraternal love fiarnns a ,·dt e 
on the moft trifling prefents. 'D'.cky fe't 
l1imfelf hnppy in having rega1i1cd the q ; c d r .. • : 2 -0pm1cn 
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- ,.opinion .of 'his m.orher,.and oblig€d his fifter; 

,and refolved for the future to be .generous. 
The young Redbreafis foon after all 

.,colh~cl:ed togeth~r, near the gate wbich led 
-into the meadow, when they were fnddenly 

..,alan~ed wit'h a· repetition of rhe fa.me noifes 
"which _had formerly fo terrified them ia 
-·the neft ; and Robi,n, .who- was foremoft, 
:·behel_d,. to ·his very great amazen1ent, Maf- . 

_.ter and Mifs ·Benfon, th~ maid wno attend,. 
. ed them, and Joe the gard_erier, who hav-
. ing opened the gate, was, a:t the. requeft ·of 

' ,.his young Mailer and ;Miftrefs,_ coRd-u<fl.i,ng_· 
them to the ivy.-wall. Robin, wi_th all his. 
oourage, and indeed ·1he was not . deficient 
in this qualification, was feized with a great 
tremor; -for ·j f the view he ·had of rbe faces. 
of thefe perfor;s .. had- appeared fo_ dreadf t:Il 
to him when he fat 1n the neft, w:bat 1nu:@: 
fr now be, to behold their ,fLt11'fiz~, and fee 
.them advancing w·ith, as ·he thought, gir 
gantic firid ;:s, towards him ! ·He expected 

· r.othin~.' lefs than -to be crufbed to de,:1th 
~ . 

with -the foot of cne of t11e•m ; 2nd not 
having yet attained "his full ftrength, and 
never having raif-:d hiinfel.f in the 2ir, he 
knew .not how to e~ape; therefore chirped 
.fo loudly, as not only to furpri,.e h:s bro
. ther and . fifi ers, and bring . his father and 
• i}lother .t o enquire the ,1;1cani_ng _of his cry, 
· · · - ,bur 
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<but a-lfo to attraa th~ attention: of Mafte1: 
and Mifs Bcn~on-nhat chirping i3 that? 
•c1·ied the .latter-It was, cried the maid, 
th~ cry of a young bird ; '-':as it not one of 
tho~-e in the ba~ets? No, faid Frederick, 
the noife can1e that way, pointing to fomc 
currant-trees.-My birds are very well, 
~nd fa is n1y Linnet, replied , Harriet
Fred'erick then· fet down· his charge very 
carefolly, and began fooking about in th:;· 
place from wh_ence h~ fuppofod the found 
proceeded, w h~n to his great joy he foon· 
di(covered the Redbreafis and. their littie 
.family. He called eagerly to his fifl:er, 
'Yho was· equally _ pleaf~d with the fight. 
Frederick then floope~ down to take a 
nearer view of the1n, by which 1n:-an~ he 
directly fronted Robin, who, ns foon as 
the young-gentle1nan's face Vi'aS on a lever 
with his eyes, recollected hin1, and call
ir:g to hi. brother an9 fiflers, told them . 
they need not be afraid. Mifs Benfon 
followed Iler brother's example, and de
lighted the little flock with th fight of hrr 
benign countenanc·~. She l-u'artily k
ITI=nted having nothing with which to re
gale her old favourites and their fan1ily, 
when Frederic~< pro=luced fi orn his pocket 
a piece of bifcu~t which they cn11nbled 
and fcattcrcd. Mirs Benfon. recdltL-ting 
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that J1er marpma \vould expef.t her. at home; 
and that the birds in the bafket would be 
h;1nfp-.Y, perfl;Laded her brother to take u9 
111s J~ttle load and return ; they therefore 
left the R edbreafls enjoying the fruits of 
their bounty. _ - - -

CH AP. XII. .. 

WHEN the happy birds had {hared 
amongft them the a~ceptable pre:.. 

fen t made by their young benefaclors; th~ 
m other reminded her mate that it wot1ld 
be proper to think of returning to the 
nefi. If the little ones fatigue themfelves 
too m uch with hopping about, faid fhe, 
1heir frrength will be exhaufied, and they 
will not be able to fly back. True, my 
love, - replied her mate, gather the1n undet 
y our wings a little, as there is no reafon to 
apprehend danger here, and then we wiII 
fee- what they can do. She complied with 
his defi re, and when they were fufficiently 
refied, got up, on which the who·le brood 
·jnftan tly raifed the1n[elves on their feeL 
Now Robin, cried the father, 'let us fee 
your dex terity _at flying; come, I will ihew · 
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you how to raife yourfelf. 0 ! you need 
not take that trouble, faid the conceited 
bird, as I flew down, I warrant I kno ~ 
how to fly up: th~n fpreading his wings, . 
he atteinpted to rife, but in fo unfkilful a 
n1anner, that- he only fhuffied along upon 
the ground. That will not do, however; 
cried the father, fhall I ihew you now ? 
Robin perfified in it that he fiood in no 
need of inftrw:rion, and tried again ; he 
1nanaged to raife himfelf a little way, but 
foon tumbled headlon~. I--Iis 1nother then 
began reprovjng him for his obftinacy, and 
advifed him to accept his father..?.s .kind of
fer of teaching him. You 1nay depend on 
it, Robin, faid fue, that he is in every re
fpec\: wifer thin you ; 411d as _ he has had 
fo much pratticc, he n1:.iil: of courfe be 
expert in the art of fl1 :ng; and if you 
perfift in making yoar O\, n foolifh experi
ments, you will only con1mit a numbei: 
of errors, and make yourfelf ridiculous ; 
I. fhould comf!lencl your courage, pro
vided you would add prudence to it ; but 
blundering on in this igno~·aet 111anner, 
is only rafhnefs. Let hirn done, let hi1n 
alone, faid th~ father ; if he is above being 
ta~1g11t, he may find his o,Yn w~) to the 
nf'fi, I will teach his brother. Come, 
faid he, Dicky, let us fee \Vht· .. t you can do 

E 4 at 
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jf flying upw,auts, you cut a noble figure 
1h~s inorning when you flew cbwn. Dicky~ 
with reluctance, _advanced; he faid he did 
not fee wha-t· occafion they had ft> 0·0 back: 
to the neft at all ; he ffioukf Juppgfe t&ey 
might 'eafily find fame frrng corner to .creep
into, till they were ftrong· encu~ to rcoff 
fo trees, as · otht:r . birds did. Why your 
faid th~ father, are as ridicuious with your 
timidity; as Robi11 wi.rh hfa c:cnceit~dnefs. 
·'Thofe who gi·ve way to ground!efs fearst 
gencraily expoie· themfe1ves tb reaf dan-
gers; if you refl on tf1e earth a.If mgflt, yon 
·will fuffer a great .deal £-orn cofd an:d dan1p, 
::nd n1ay very iikely be devoured _whil"ft'ycu· 
Deep, by rats ~nd other creature!l that go
m:i in the night to feek for food; wntreas~ 
~f ycu d~tcnnine to go back tG tlie ncfr, 
You h~ve but one effort to make;. ihr which,, 

_ I \~, ilt venture to fay, you have a nifficient 
d f'~ree of frrcngth, and then you will lie 
v. arn1, fafe, an<l cpiet: however, <io a:s you 
wil.L Dickv begi.r n to think that it was his 
intceil to ;bey .... ffr:; fo.th~r, a.nd faid he 
.-.-c,u ld endravo'Jr to fly up, bot was fiiH 
fradul he fhould net be ?.ble to effect it.. 
r,J;ver defiJ:iir, repl'ied his f~ther, of ooing 
v;hat others have done before you. Turn 
yotzr eves upwards, and behold what num
bers of hird3 are a.t this inflant fearing in, 

the: 
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the air. They were once all nefilings 1ike 
yourfrlf. See there that new-fledged Wren, 
with what co!.lrage he fkims along ; let it 
not be faid, that a Redbreaft lies groveling 
on the earth, whilll a W-ren foars above 
hi1n ! Dicky was now ailiamed of himfelf, · 
and infpired with emulation ; therefor~, 
without delay, fpread his wjngs and . his 
tail ; his father with pleafure placed him_., 
felf in a prop~r attitude before him, then 
rifing from the ground, led the way, and 
Dicky, by carefully following his_ .exan1ple, 
fafely arrived at the nefi, which he found _a'. 
1noft comfortable refting-place after the 
fatigue of the n:iorning, an:d r_ejoictd that 
he had a good fa!her to teach· him what 
was moft conducive to his welfare. · 

The fatlie; having feC:n l1im fafe 1~ome,1 

returned to his mate, who during -his fhort 
abfence, had been endea\~ouring to con
vince Robin of his fault; but to no purpofe; 
he did not like to be taught, what he frill 
perfuaded himfelf he could do by his O\Vn 

exertions; !he therefore applied herfelf to' 
Ffapfy . C01ne n1y dear, faid fhe, g et · 
ready to follow n.1e when your fa th~r re
tu~n s, for the fun cafts a great heat here, 
and the nefi will be quite co1nfo::-table to 
you. Fiap(y dread,::d th ·~ experi1n ent ; 
l:cwever, as fr1c could not but blarn e both 
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Rpbin's and Dicky's condul\:, ilie refolvecl 
to do h er beft; but entreated her mother 

to inform her very, particularly how to pro
ceed. . W elLthen, .faid the tender parent~ 
obferve me,. Fidt- bend your legs, then-
f pring from the gr0und as quick as · you 

can, ilretching your· wings as you rife, 

1haight out on e~ch fide of your body ; 
J11ake the1n with-.a quiek 1notion, as yvu
will fee me do, and the air will yield to 
you, and at the fame time fupport your_ 
weight ; which, ever way you-want to turn, _, 

ihike the air w·ith the wing on the con
trary fide, and'that will bring you about: 
She then rofe from the ground, and having 

pra~ifed two or thre~ tiines repeatedly; 
what .)he had been· teaching, Fla pf y at 

length v~ntured to follow her, but with a.. 
palpitating heart; and w~s foon happily 
feated in the neft by the fide of Dicky; 
\ V ho rejoiced that his favourite fift'er was-. 

fafel y arrived. · 
The mother bird now went back to 

Peckfy, who wa~ wa1ting with her father · 

tiil fhe returned;· for the good parent chofe 
to leave the female part of his family to 
th,~ particular management of their_ 1no

ther. PeckJy was fully prepared fur her 
fl1o·ht for ilie had attentively obferved: the 
~ ' 1r. 

ir..frruc\.ion given- to the others, and a 10 

·- - ~~~l! 
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their errors ; fhe therefore kept the liappy· 
medium betwixt [elf-conceit and timi-· 
dity, indulging that moderated emulation, 
which ought to poffe(s every young heart,;• 
and refolving that neither her inferiors or· 
equals fhould foar above her, fhe fprang · 
fr01n the ground, and with a fteadinefs · 
and agility, wonderful for her firft effay, 
followed her mother to the neft, who now• 
refied herfelf, waiting with impatience for, 
the arrival of Robin and her mate ; but· 
Robin difappointed her hopes, for he fat 
fulky; though· convinced that he had. 
been in the wrong, he would not humble 
himfelf to his father ; · who therefore re
fol ved to leave him a little while, taking 
his fiand, however, on an adjoining tree,. 
that he might be at hand to afiift hin1 
fhould he repent · of his folly : as foon as 
Robin found hi1nfelf deferted, infiead of 
being forry, he gave way to anger and re, 
fentment ;-\,Vhy, cried he, am I to be 
treated in this manner, who an1 the cldeft_ 
of the family, w hilfl all the little darlings 
are fondled and cu.reffed ? But I don't 
care, I can get to the nefi: yet, I 111ake no 
doubt; he then atten1pted to fly, and ah~r 
a great many trials, at length got up in the 
air, but knew not which wa; to di1·e-:t h:s 
c0urfe; and.fo1netimc:s turr.eJ to th~ right> 

and 
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and fon:ieiimes to the left ;- now lie, aci~ 
vanced forwa1~ds a little, and now, fearin~ 
he ~1as wr©nffi,. came bax:k .again.: ar length 
guite fpent with-fatigue, l1e fe1Lto the ground 

--~nd bruifed himfelf a .good·dea1 ;· fiunnedz ·, 
with- the fa:!~ he lay for · fome m1nµ.tes; 
without fenfe 0.r n1oti~n, . but Toon revived;.. 
and finding hi1n{elf .alone in tYtis difrnaii 
condition, the horrors· of r...is fituation .fi:!-
t:d him with drea:dfu-1 appr_elien.fions, -and
the bittereft remorfe. On-! cried, he, that~ 
I. hid but· foHo-wed tl1e. advice and exan:iple· 
of □y tender parents, tlkn fiad • r been fafe -
in the n~it; bleft' v1:ith their kihcl .. c.areffes~. 
2nd ·enjoyrng-the company Gf my a-ear bro- . 
ther a:1d fr!ters ! · but now J ann; of all:" 

- bircfa, the moil wretched"! never ffiall I be·· 
able to· fly, for every jcint· of r.oe lias ·re~ 
ceived a-fhock which l doubt: it · will • not' 
recover; . Wfiere iliall. I find fhelier fron:i.• 
the fcorchlng-i fon, wttofe · piercing rays· al:. 
read-yi render th~ gn~und I lie on intolerably 
:hot r: What·kind beak will f up ply me with 
food to aJfuage the pangs 0f Bunger w fiich· 
l fhall ' foon . feel, ? By what mean-s iliall l 
procure even a drop 0f· water to· quench· 
that tnirft which fo frequentl_y returns t 
Who will prot~ct m~ from tlie various
t rib~s of barbarous- animals which f Have 
been told make a: prey of birds? Oh ! my 

-- - dear 
- -:---- ·• 
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dear" 1ny tender mother, if the f~und of 
my voice can reach your ears, pity my 
condition, and fly to my fuccour.. The 

kind pa:renr- waited not fbr fartJ1er fa-
Ii.citation, but darting from the branch 

<;>n which ilie had· been a painfuL eye-wit-

nefs of Robin'.s fall, fhe inilantly fieod be-
fore him. I have lifieRed, faid fhe, to 

your lamentations;. and -fince you foem,. 
convinced of your e.::-r.or, wilt not add to., 

your f u.ffering by m,y reproa.dies ; , my 
neart relents t~words you, and gfadly 
\Vould I afford you all tii~ aid in my pov;

er: but alas! I can d& · but llttle for your 
relief; hc~)\vever, let n1e perfua:de you, to-

~xert all the ftrength you have, and ufe 

every effort far yGur awn. prefervation ; J,. 

will endeavour to procure } ou fome rc-
frefhment, and at the fame tirne conti-ive 

means of fixing you ill' a- place of more
fecuriry and c01nfort, than tI-iat in whidi: 

you at prefent lie. So faying, fne fh:w to a 

!itde fiream wriich flowed in an adjacent. 

m~adow, and fetched fro1n the. brink'. of it,._ 
a wonn which fhe had oS[ervcd an angler 

to drop as fi1e perched on the tree ; with 

this fhe immediately rerurnrd t0 the- pe:n:-
t'ent Robin, Vi ho rec(ived the welcome gift 

.. with grn.~itude-. RefreCT1ed with this ckli
~ious ni.o:-fd, and co1n:orted by lii:5 n7cther·s. 

L.:1 dn...,& 
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Rindhefs', he· was able to fta11d up, · an~:I- on · 

/ · fhaking his wings, found that - Ii► wa.s not 
fo greatLy hurt 'as he -apprehended -;-. his 
head, indeed, was bruifed, fr,- that one eye 
was almoft clofed, and he h'ad injured the 
joint of one wing fa that ·he could not pof..:. 
fibly fly: however, he could . manage to 
hop, and the parent · bird · o~fer.ving that 
Joe the gardener was cutth1g. a: hawthorn 
hedge, which was near ·_ the fpot, defired 
Robin to follow her ; · this he did, tho' with 
great paip.. Now, faid -fhe, look carefully 
about, and you< wibLfoon find ·infects of one 
kind or anotherJ6r your- fufienance, during 
the remai-nder of the day, and before even-:- -
ing I will return to you again: ~ummo:-i-

,all -your courage, for I make nodoubt yrn.1• 
· will- be fafe w hilfi ~our fri-end continues his 
work, as none of thofe creatures which are'• 
enemies to birds will venture to.come near 
h1m. Robin· took .a forrowful £arewel, and -
the mother flew to the neft: You have 
been abfrnt a long tirne my love, faid her 
mate:, but · I perceived · that you were in .... 
dulg ing your tendernefs towards that dif .... 
obedien~ n:efiiing; who has rendered him-· 
felf unworthy of · it ; however, . I do not 
concle1nn you for giying him·aflifiance, ;, for 
had not · you un<lertttken the tafk I would 
myfrlf have fi6 wn · to: Him;· .inilead -. 0.f re ... 
, _turning -
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turning tiome; how is he, likely to.live and, 
reward your kindnefs? Yes-, faid fhe, he· 
will, I flatter rnyfelf, foon perfectly~ re
eover, for his hurt is not very conhder.:. 
able ; and I have the pleafure to tell you; 
lie is extremely fenfible of his late folly, , 
and I dare faY- will endeavour to repair his 
fault with future good behnviour: this is . 
pleafing news indeed, faid he. The little 
nefilings ddighted t0 hear their dear bro-
ther was fafe, and convinced of his error ; 
expreifed· the utmofi joy and fatisfaction, 
a·nd entreated their father to let them de
fcend again and keep him company; to 
this he wou_ld by no means confent, be
caufe, as he told the1n, the fatigue would be · 
too great ; and it was proper that Robi_:J' 
fhould feel a little longer the confequenceS' 
Qf his prefmnption: to-morrow, faid he, you· 
fhall pay him a vifit, but to day he mufi: 
be by hi1nfelf: on this they dropped theii, 
requefi, knowing that their parent was the 
beil judge what was proper to be done ; 
and not doubting, but that his affection.· 
would lead hin1 to every thing that was 
conducive to the reai happinefs of his fa
mily: but yet they could not tell how to 
be happy without Robin, and were cori.
tinually perking up their Ettle heads, fac.
~ying they heard his cries; both_ th.; fatter 

and. 
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and moth~r frequ::ntly took a:. peep at him; 
and had t~e fatisfa-~ion of feeing him very 

fa~e by their friend Jo~ the gardener. B.ut' 
it is time to enquire after Mafter and Mifs· 
B~nfon .. 

~HIS happy pair arrive_d i afthe Iioufe 
>- J.. foon after they Iefr the Redbreaib, 

a.nd commurric:ited every circumitance of 

th~ir expedition to _.thetr k.Ind 'mamma; who' -

hearing their little prif ohers in t!re bafket 
chirp very loudly, defii·ed they would im
m ~diately go and feed them:; which ·tHey 
gladly did~ and then took a fhort ldfon~ 
l\1rs. Benfon told Mifs Harriet that fhe was 
going to make a vifit in the afternoon, and 
fhould/ take her wi-th her, therefore defired 
fhe would keep herCelf qutte ftill, that fhe 
might r:ot be fatigued after the walk fne 
had hild in the 1norning; for though fhe 
1n~ant to go in the coach) it was \!er in, 
ten tion to return on fcot, as the weather 
was fo remarkably fin~. The young lady 
too~c great care of the bird '1, and Frede
ric .~ engage<?, with the ailiilance of th::! 

1naid, 
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maid, to feed thertl during her abfence~ 

Mifs B~nron w'a.s then dre!fed to attend her 
rn:11nma. I\t1rs. Addis, to whofe houfe they 

w~re going, was a widow lady; fh~ ~ad two· 

children, l\.,iafter Charles a boy of twelve· 

years old at fchool, and T\1i[s Augufl:a: 

abo~t feven at f1omc. But thefe children 

were quite firanaers t0 Mifs Eenfon. On 

entering the hall, the young lady tcok 

notic~ of a very clifagreea:ble f1ncl1, and 

wa3 (urprifed with the appearance of a 

parrot, .:1, pa:·oquet, ~nd a m~ca'\v, all i11 

mofi. elegant cages. In the next rocrn f11e 

came to, were a fqnirrel and a monkey, 

,.,,, hich ha.cl each a littl'e houfe Dc> J f1y o:·na.:.. 

t:1c.nted. On- ·being introduced into the 

drawing-roo1n, (he obferved 1n one corner 

a Iap-<log lying en a fplendid cufh:.on ; and 

in a b ~autif ul little , c!·2.d le, v.-+.ich fhe fop

po ted to contain a large wax dolf, lay, in

great ftate, a cat, with a litter of kittens~

In vain did Mi[s Hartiet lcok for Mrs. 

Addis's children, for neither of thEm ap

p : ared. After the ufuaf c01nr,fonents 0f fa

lutation Wfre over, I han··, faid 1\1rs. Bcn

fon, taken the liberty of bringing my 
,daughter with me, madam, in Iiopes of in

ducing you to f:n-our us in return, Y'
0

Lth 

the co1npan y of .Ivlailer and Mifs Addis. 

··r OU are very obliging, ~dJm·, rqdied the 
lady , 
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1ady; 1iut indeed I ·never take ihy chiidreri 
with me, they are fo rude; on t_he contrary,, 
I ~n1 obliged to keep the 'boy almoft conti..i 
n!lally at fchool", for he is· fo cruel to my 
dear little p1,ecio'us creatures, that_ there is no -
bearing him·· at h?me ; and as· for Aug1rfl:a, 
it will be time enough fome years hence 
for her to· go a vifiting. I am forry to hear 
you fay th1s, mada1n-, faid-Mrs. B:::nfon, but 
hope my daughter witl at leafi b~ 1ndulged
with feeing 1V1ifs Addis to day, _ 0r I fhall 
think you are clif pleafed at , my 1

• bringing 
Harriet here. This in~ reality was the caf e ,. 
and Mrs. ~erifon perceived it, for the l_ady 
looked very crofs ;- however, ihe could not 
refufe having' her- daughter come into the 
drawing .... roo1n, as. her g·ueft fo· particularly 
defired it:. Mifs Harriet was very curious· 
to examine the various animals which were 
collected= together by this extraordinary 
lady ; b1:1t as h_er mamma never fuffered her· 

' to run about when !he accompanied her to 
other people's }\oufes, ilie fat down and 
kept quite fii.11, only glancing her eye firft 
to one part of the room, and then to the 
other, as her attention was fucceHively at:.. 
tratted. M'cs. Addis rang· the beil, and or
dered that Augufia 1night c01ne to her: The 
footman, who had never before received 
fuch a command, ( for Mrs. Addis only faw 

the 

..... 
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'the child in the nurfery) fiared ,vith afio:: 
nif111nent, and thought. he had mifiaken it 
However, on his miitrefs's repeating, " that 
the little girl was to be brought down," he 
went to tell the nur[ery-111aid to take her. 
\Vhat new fancy is this? faid fhe, Who 
would ever have thought of her wanting the 
child in the drawing-room? I have no frock• 
ings clean for her, nor a.frock to put on but 
what is all to pieces; I wifh fhe would 
fpend lets on her cats, and dogs, and mon
k:es, and then her child 111ight appear as fhe 
eught to do. I won't go up flairs, Nanny, 
faid the child, ma1nma is fo crofs to me>. 
But you mufl, faid Nanny; beiides1 there is 
a pretty young lady come to fee you ; and 
if you wiH go like a good girl, you f11all 
have a piece of fugar'd bread and butter 
for your [upper; nnd you f11all carry the 
new doll which your god-n1am1na gave 
you, to !hew y(mr little v-ifitor. Thefe 
bribes had th~ defired effect, and Mifs 
Augufta went into the drawing-room; but 
in11:ead of entering it like a young lady, 
with a genteel curtfey, ilie flopped at the 
door, hung down her head, and looked like 
a little fimpleton. Mirs Benfon was fo fur
prifed at her awkwardnefs, that ihe did not 
know what to do, and looked at her man1-
1na ; who fai<l, I-Iarriet., my love, can't yo~i -

t~k.e 
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take the little lady ~y t~e band .ind Iead 
fi:~r to me·? I believe fhe is afraid of firan..., 
g~rs·. Oh ~h-i-s Mi(s Hcfrriet arofe to do fo ;· 
b:1t _Augui1a, ?tpprehenfive tfiat ·fhe would, 

-fn1.cth her doll a\vay,,was going to run out, , 
only ilie was not abte to open the door. 
lvirs. B·~nfon-• vvas quite !hocked tb fee how· 
.ffckly, dirty, a~d-ragged tl~is child~ w_as, and · 
what a very vLdgar fig!.lre fhe 1nade, f(?r warrt 
bf inftn1tlior1·; hut Mrs. Addis. was fo tak.en:
Up a_t _tfrat in~ant · witli tlie_ old _lap-dog, . 
w_hi,ch had, _as f11~ thought; falleri in tb a ~t) :

fhat fhe did' Iiot mind h'~r entrance; arid be-
fore fh~ perceived it, the d~it'd~ we_nt up· to-· 
the c-ra.d1e i~ otd·er t_o put' her ~oll into ity 
and· feized one · of the kittens by the r1eck:, . 
the fqueaking o( which, provoked the old. 
€at to fcl"atcH her, and this · rrtade her .cry· 
and drop the hltten= cm : the floor. Mr.s. -
.f\~9dis feeing ttiis, flew to the li'ttle . b-eaff, 
endeavoured to footfa ir with carefCes) a1-1d 
was goii1g to beat Augufta tor touching it,. 
but l\frs. Ifonfun 'interce<led-for her;, though 
fne could' fcarceiy gain attention, D/Irs. Ad
.dis being· fo greatly agitated. Tea wa.-s 
now o:-dered, and; l\i'.fifs .f(ugufia being ur

.gen t' t9 ~o t~ he~ m'aid, M r~. Benfon tho:1ght 
-ft befi. fhe fhould be indulged ; · and there-
fore fa.id, fhe was fore H arriet would not de-' 

, fiI:e to deta~n her aga-1nft lier · inclinations ·; 
and 



1· ·ro5 1 
.and -Augufla .was difmiifed by her·1namm-a; 
-without fo ,1nu.ch .as one tender ki[s or kind 

exprefiion:! 
The tea -things ·being 'fet, the foot1nan 

<"Came in with the urn, whi.ch employing 

. both his hands, he left the. door open ; andi 

was, ·· to the great terror of .Mifs Harriet, 
and even of ·her mamma tGo, ·followed by: 

the n10nkey they faw in the hal.1, who.hav

ing br-oke hi-s chain, .ca1ne to make a vifit 

to his lady : -lne, far from -being difcon .. 

-certed, feemed highly pleafed with 11is· 
clevei:nefs. 0 ·my fweet dear pug, faid 

· fhe, are you -c01ne to fe.e us? Pray fhew ·how 

like a gentlen1an you can -behave : juft as 

ilie had faid this, he 'leaped upon the tei.

table, and took cup -after cup, -and threw· 
·them on the ground, till he 'broke half the 

fet; then jumped on the back of his -mif
trefs's chair, and tore the Gover of it; irf 

·fhort, as fcon as 'he had finifhed one piece 

of mifchief, he began -another ; till Mrs. 

·Addis, though \-afily diverted ,vith his wit, 
was obliged -to ~have 'hi1n caught and ·con-

. fined ; after which fhe began 1naking tea, 

and quietnefs was for a fhort time refiored. 

'But Mrs. Benfon, though capable of con

veding on m oil fu~1ect:s, oou:ld not engage 

l\1rs. Addis in any difcourfe, but upon the 

. perfechons of her bi~·ds ap.d, benfis ; a:nd a 
yariety 

I • 
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variety of uninterefiing particulars were 
related, ,· concerning their wit or misfor
tunes. On hearing the clock firike fev:en, 
fhe begged Mrs. :Eenfon's excufe; but faid 
I'i.1e made it a confiant ruie, to fee all ·her 
dear darlings fed at that hour, and entreat ... 
ed that Jhe and the young fady would take 
a turn in the garden in the mea:n-vthije. 
This was very unpolite; but Mrs. Benfon 
defired fhe would ufe no ceremonies with 
her, and was really glad , of the ref pite it 
gave :her fre1n company fo irkfome -; and 
Jvli[s Harriet was ·happy to be a1one with · 
h~r mamma ,: !he, ·however, forbore to make 
any remarks on Jvirs. Addis, becaufo fhe 
lrnd been taught, that it did not become 
young perfons to cenfure the behaviour of 
tho[e who were older than the1n{elves. 
The garden was fpacious, but overrun with 
weeds; the gravel-walks were_ 1-0 rough for 
want of ro1iing, that it was qu"ite painfid 
t_o thread on them ; and the grafs on the 
1,awn ·fo long, that there was no wa1king 
with any comfort, for the gardener was al• 
mofl continually going on feme errand or 
another for I\1rs. Addis's darlings ; fo Mrs. 
Eenfon and her daughter fat down on a 
garden-feat, with an intention of waiting 
t-hcre till 1\tlrs. Addis fhouid fum1non them. 
]Aus ,Harriet .could hot refrain fron:1 expref.,. 

fi.ng 
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.fng a wiili that it was time to go :ho!ne ~ 
to which l\llrs .. Benfon replied, that ·fhe did 
not wonder at her -defire to return, but, 
faid fhe, my dear, as the wor-ld was not 
made 1nerely for us, we 1nuft e-ndeav-0ur to 
be patient under every difagreeable cir
cmnfiance we meet with. I know what 
opinion you hav.e fonne-d -of Mrs. Addis, 
and iliould net have brought you to be a 
fpel\:ator of her foilies, had I- not hoped 
that an hour or two paifed in her company, 
would afford, you a leffon which might be 
ufefrll to you through life. I have before 
told you, that -0ur affections towards the 
inferior parts of the creation fhould be 
properly reyult?ted; you :have, in your 
friend Mifa Jenkins and her brother, feen 
infiances of cruelty to them, which I a1n 
f ure you will never be inclined to imi
tate ; but I was apprehenfive you might 
fall into the contrary extreme, which is 
_equally bb1neable. Mrs. Addis you fee, 
has abfolute]y transferred the affection fhe 
ought to feel for her child, to creatures 
who would really be 1nuch happier without 
it. As for puCs who lies in the cradle in 
all her fplendor, I wril engage to fay, fhe 
·would pafs her time pleafanter iii a bafk.et 
of clean fhaw, placed in a fi.tuation where 
fhe could oe-caiif'nally amufe herfelf w'.th 

_ F~tchin_g 
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.catc}iing mice. The lap-qog is? I am fore; 
-a_ miferable o~ject, full of difeafes, the con..:. 

-feq9.ences of-·luxuriot.is :living. How envi-
·able is the lot of a fpaniel,- that is at -liberty 

·:to be the c01npani011 of 'his rriafier's walks, 

,vhen compared ·wifh his! ·;Mr. Pug I ·am 

-certain would ~joy himfelf much more 
ip ·his native wcod. And I am greatly mif: 
1aken, if the parrots, &c. 'have not caufe 

'!O wifb fhemfelves in their ref pective ooun

~ries,~ or at leaft divided into feparate fa
milies, where-they would be better attend--

.ed ; for '1'v1rs. Addis, by ·having fuch a 
·number of creatures, l1as put ·it out-of 'her 

power to fee properly with ·her own eyes to 

~11. But eome, 'let us ,go. back into f-he 

·-boufe, the time for our going ·hon1e draws 

fear, and I with not to prolong my vi-fit. 

Saying this fhe arofe, and with her daugh

ter went into the dr-awing-room, · which 
opened into the fiarden ; the ofher door 

~v hich led to the adjoining apart1n~nts was 

. not fhut, and gave them an opportunity of 
·.hearing what really difireifed Mrs. Benfon, 

. and perfectly . terrified the gentle Harriet. 
-~' ·Begone, wretch," fays Mrs. Addis, "be ... 

gone t 'his infiant;" " 1:ou fnall not fiay a 

.. 111oment longer 'in this h<;)Ufe." " I hope, 

;:madam, you will have the goodnefs to give 

} lJe a .character ; \:indeed and indeed, I frd 
.Po11, 
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. PoiJ, but I belieye h~ get c;old \VJ1C1 you 
1et hin1 Hand out of dcors th<.; otb.::r cfay .. 
I wi11 give you no clrn.rnlt~r I teli } 011, fo 
depart this i~1fiant, Oh 1ny pcor, dc::1!·, 
dear, creature! I frnr ·ou v:ill n,:TC.' :·c- ' 
cover ; John, 'T11on1as, hc-r~ run this h:il:.E: t 
·to Perk~ns the ti:d ... s·:1t~b-r, pe1 h~tps he CJ: 1 

tell me. w11at to ~:v~ h~n.1; then burfiin~~ inti> 
.. -i flood of tcM .. ,~fh.-: fat do,vn and 1org~t Le· 
guci_h. Mrs, 1kn~on thm:ght ir iKC-:f(1ry k 

remind her, that 111~ wns in the h .. :ufr', ~1:.!-:d. 

fiepi)ed to t11c doer to nf'in wh;1t \Y,n th;'. 

1nattet, IvJn::. Addis recollec:'1.(d 1wrfrlf fu.._-.. 
ficiently, to bFg i=ardon fvr nqr.L:fting tu 
ray attent:on to her, b-:.~t d,2ck.i·ec.i. th:1r rJ-;."' 
drc-adful n1isfoi tl!ne that h~!d t:efo1len lw;-, 
h~1<l rnade her 1nfcnficl~ to eYc!'\' th:ng 1,; .. , 
'\.l. .. 1 1:: .·I ~ - 'd 'll 1 T" ~ , \ 1at can e \11e n1attcr r ia: J\. rs ....... ,enf(vt!., 
H-,,.e \'if'-"U l1°a1• ··1 "t_l.' t 1r·1,... cl"'•1t:1 ot' ,, ;.:i . l, 

(l,.l'f-. V \.....~ .. ,_ V .\..!- .1 ,! ';.1. ► :.~ 

friend, ha.$ you,. (hild rnct \~·it;1 ~;:t u~:c> 
d·.:-r,r ~ OJ1 I ft'"' {~1:d f)1 .• k_"',~ ~r·I"\'" 1_.J ,1 '1 

'-•'-., ./ f \...', .-\.! ""'·i ,(._; .... ,~ f '\. .... ,,._ ..i . "- •. 

'is t,,l-,~,1 l
1

l1(
1 ...J 0 nl" '1"Jl. m--:- '1·"'•lt' P-~ 1: 1·v· 1·'<, '·t 

,. .. 1- f- ~ "'-.. . .. ~ ...... + Y n - , l~~'I,, .. ~ , J .J-!. \· . .!. .... . .., 
I 1"•1'" 1" 11''(1 tllr r; ... lr>,~,3 • ., ,;·e,,r,, r. -~c1' , !.'-.-. 

LlrtV Jq -i- ♦ v•'--ll 1 u ... ... 11 c.!J,.L _ ~ !'-..d '. 

he -:1c•:er \\ il] 1-cc\)'n::r Tf ... ~,'.~ ;:: ·.,:1 l -~rtir, 
J ~ . ., t .J.. \.~I; I l,,\f _.,.LJ.' 1 ~ .. ., .• L.J l.., 

fa:d fvfr~. Benfon~ I rei.,_ny c:;1n'nc! ;:it\ ; n:, 
,. h . , .. . .. . 

. nor exc0 11c y~J.lt t l1~v our to 111 -' ; i'-: )~- 1:: 
; --n ; n "'1 : c~ ,· r .. .i. ( 1":I .- • ""\ ,, ~ l ~ .. , r ! t:; ~' .-.,3, - .. I 

,., I-< .,1l. Il .. ,)1 ll ... ,...JJ l ',..(, \, .1 ( . !1 \ ,) '-.l1\.., '- ,. 
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to fay, that you aa i:n a very wrong 1nan: 
ner, and will certain~y feel the ill eflec\:s of 
your i~jufiice to your fellow-creatures, in 
thus robbing thon .of the love you owe 
-th::1n, to -lavifh i-t away on thof~_ who are 
-re.:dly fufferers by your kindnefs. , At this 
·inftant the fcotman enterc:<l to -infonn Mrs. 
13enfon tl:at her fervant was c_c1ne, en 
which, rccc0111ri"d1J.ed by ;Mifs Harriet, fbe, 
without further cerernony, 1::ft l\1rs. Addis 
to ccm pofe 'herfdf res fbe ~ould. 

As they ,valkcd along, both .l\1rs_. Benfon 
and IY::r daughter continued filent, for the 
for mer ,vas _greatly agitated, and the 1atter 
quite in ccnfiernation - at ,-,,-ha t had lately 
n aifed ; but rl1eir attcnricn was fcon ~nvak
en::d by the fo ppEcaticn of a poor \VOlTian, 
who t'n tcer-tt.:d rhen1 to give her.forue relief-', 
_as fh~ l11d a fick huib~md ~md fov rn chil-

. . dren :n a ~ arving condition ; of whjch, fhe 
faid, they 1night be eye-witndfes, if they 
)vcu1d lrnve the gccdnefs to ;CT:ep ·in to a barn 
h~.··d by. The invitation of wretchcdnefs 
never \vas given in vain to J\1rs. Berifcn ·; 
J·er hea rt was ever awake lo 1he tc:nder 

.. feelin~s of hur:1anity ; and tak.-ing her 
cfr:ughter by th~ h.~nd, ~nd defiring th"' fer
v~1; t to Ho.p for ·hc> r~ f11i foi~c '.ved the wc
n1::m , who · ec.'.7.d:!ct r: d h=:-r to the ff ,.nficns jf re:d \ ~~0(,

1 
-.v here .the L-e}-.,Jd ~ fr,the r, fu r-

-· · · - · · · , rcunded 
. ' 
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rounded with his h~lpl.:fs family, '.'d:om h~ 
could no longer foppl_'f ·with fr1ilenance ; 
and he himfcF', fiongh his difraf-: \.\•as fob
,dued, was alr-noft on the point of c-xpi : inQ;, 

. for want of fon1~ ri:viving cordi8l. I-io,1: 

cain-.. you to be in thi;; condition, r.-cod 
,

1,oman ? Lid Mr;;. B::nfon to his \vife ; 
furely yo1..1 might have obtained relief b~
fore rour hufband w·as reduced to frr::h ex
tremlty? O.h ! 1n_y gcod L:1dy, foid the wo-

. j}1an, we have not bf-f'n ufed to bqr, bt 1t to 
earn an Londl: livelihcod by o~ir :11d1..:fhy ; 
,,and never, till t-his fad day, have I k:1own 
, ,, hat it was to ~rk clrn.rity: ~nd the firit 
tirn~ I couid bi ing 1n~-felf to do it, I made 
~·p plication at the cn"ly gre~:t hou[e in this 
Yilla~~, w·here I made no clouLt there 'ns 
alrnndanc-:. I told my Gifinal tri~: to :-i 

· _ ·fervant, ~nd be-gged (he ,1:ould rn~l~c it 
J::r.ov; n to 1wr rniftrefs ; but fhe 2uured nrc 
it was in ,-ain to ccme th1rf', for her L~dy 
had fuch a forn:ly of c2!~, dogs, 1-no11ki ~;:, 
~ n<i all n:.,n1ne_r of creatures, that -fhe h::!d 

. r.oth:;;g to (pare for poor people ; -at th~ 
fame inilant I fow· a r,odter~r bring n, 
ralJbit rnd a fowl, ,.,. hich I found ,vere fot 
the faxourite -cat nnd dog. ,.I'h is "difcc;_:
rag'.:d me frem br:rgging ; nnd I h;1d d~:t(::·-

,) 1n:n ~d to die btfore I" ould afk [:-;a:n br t 
'· .:l1: f2ht of mJ,. de2.r huf1x!r:d ~nd h; Jr.fn ...., . 
d f 2 

El 
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. ' in this ccndition, drives roe to it. Welf ~ 

comfort your[elf, faid Mrs. Bcnfon, I will 
take care of _you all. Co1ne to my houfc 
tc-1norrow morning, and we ·will -fee vv hat 
we can do ; in the m~an ti1ne here is fome
thing for a prefent fuprly. Mrs. B~nfon 
then de,Jarted, as fhe was fearful of walkino-1 ~ 
late. MiCs Harriet was greatly affected , 
with this fcene, and could no . longer hd? 
cxc~ai1ning ag::t~nft Ivlr~. -Addis. She is de
ferving- of great blamE', indeed, fo.id l\1rs. 
B:::nk:n ; but I have ll1e pkafure to fay, 
fuch characters as her's are very t1nc0m
m on, I mean in the ext:·eme; though there 
a re nurr:i.bers of people \vho fall into the 
fon1e fault in fome degree-, and make thc,n
{d-r.,-es truly ridiculous with fheir t.an:a tu~a l 
aile~tions. I witn y.ou, ,.,. hilfl yo·1r 1ninJ 
1s yo::ng, to guard it again:!l fuch p, blame
abk weaknefs. Mifs 1-Iarriet aifured her 

,, n13J11m.J,, that fhe f1·wuld never forget e1ther 
Mis, Addis) or ih~ ldfon fhe had received 
<'in 1 he fu bjcEt, a.nd then expreifed h~r fafr:
fo,Eti cn thc1 t they hid 1n -:: t the poor w01n1n. 
I r~joicc fm·=~rely, faiJ l'vfr8. Benfon, that 
I \Vas f ortn1atc cr.ough t o be in time to 
a.iiit1 th:2, pcor wretched family, and 1-.op~, 
;n y love, you \Vill, out of y0ur o·.vr: 

1
ittle 

r ·1 r , . -pune, cnn ~n -ute 1oiT1i: tnmg to-morrow to-
__ ).vards th::ir n-=-lief. Jvioit will1ngl .", fa'.c{ - ' U,, r ···1.,,,. ,1..1.'•1.•l ": - ~ 
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H:il'riet, they !hall be welco111e to t1iy whole 
ftore, They kept talking 011 ,this fuhJ ~ct 
till they arri·ted at ho1r1~. Little FredeL• 

rick, \vho tat up arl hour bey~nd hls ti1ne, 
~a1n~ oLit to. meet the1n, und aKured hi,, 

fi1ler, that th~ birds were well n.nd fafl'. 
arteep: I think, faid {he, it ls_ tirne [or 
you and. t to foHow their exart1ple; for my 

part, with itiy m.orning and evenin~ _walk. 

fogether, I, .~111 really tired 1 (o. fhali beg 
l::ave to wifh yo11 a gooq rngh_t, rny dear 

rp.11nrrta ; papa, I fl}ppofe, will not be at 

hon1e this week .. No, ii1y dear, hor tn~ 

hi:xt, faid I\1rs. Berl fort, {pr . he has 111:.tny 
affairs to fettl~ in the WefL 1 am· r\ithef 

fht1rru~d uHb. ~rtd fh.all · [00ft rdire to 
• t':l p 

lt&L-

'f;(T ! wur ft~W r.~t~lrll tQ R~b\n), wh~n, 
· \ f w~ l~ft llfl.f},~r t tw n1'Qt~~1('n tl 'foe 

t}p ga.rd:",~~r, tho: .gh ih~. ho~eft follow 'ciid 
i:iot _know of his o,Yn guardianfhip, vnd 

~ontnue_<l his wor~ without_ perceiv;ng the 

J,ttle 01pple, v, ho l1opped and Hrnfiled 

ab')nt, pecking here and there whatever he 
F 3 _ cculd -
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could meet with. vVhen he had ·been i6r · 
fome tin1e by himfelf, his mother made hin1 
another vifit, and t◊ld hitn fhe had inter-
ceded with his father, whofe anger \\·as 
abated, and he would come to hi1n before 
he went to reit. Robin r~joiced to hear 
that there was a chance of his being re-· 
conciled ro his father, yet' he dreaded the 
firfl inr:-rview; h0wever, trn it 1nuft be, he· 
wifbed to haye it over as focm as poflible , 
nnd e\·ery \Yin~ he h~ar<l beat the air, he 
fancied to be that of his offended parent. 
In this ftatc of anxious e:xpe.ftation f1e ccn
tinued almm1 to the tirne of fun.,.fetting, 
\\ her:., of a fudden, he heard the well
known Yoice to which i1e u(ed to lifien 
with _joy, but whid1 now caufed his whole: 
frau1e to tre~ble ; but obfervinf! a bea1n 
of benignity rn that eye, in which hf' look-· 
ed for anQ'er and reproach, he en.fl: himfrlf 
in the moft fupplicating pofture at the feet 
<l his father, ·v., ho coufd no longer rdifl the 
d:fire he -felt to receive him into favour • 
.. f ou:- prefrnt hummty, Robin, faid he) dii: 
:r;rn.s my refontment ; I gfadfy pronounce 
:, our pardon, and atn pe ; fuaded you will 
ne-, er ,:2;a'.n incur my dif pieafure ; we win 
1herefore fav no more en a fi.:~ject ~· hich 
aives 10 u1uch oain to both of us. Yes., b .l • 

my dca··i 1~y tco-~ndu1g:::nr fr~:her, cn_cd 
Rctm, 
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Rcbin, pennit m~ to 1nake my grateful nc.: 
knowledg1nents for your kindnefs, and to 
aifure you of niy future obedience. Th~ 
deligh~ed parent accepted his fub111iBion, 
and the' reconciliation was compleated.
Robin no-..v telt hi1n[df greatly relieved ; 
but on his father's afkitig him what he in- · 
tznded to do with himfelf at night, his 
fpirits funk again, and ~1~ an[ wered, He· 
did not kno .v. \Vell, fa1cl the father, . I 
have thought of an expedient to frcure yoe · 
fr01n cold at leaft, In a part of the orch..; 
ard, a very little way from hence, there is 
a place belonging to our friend _th~ gar-
dener; th-:re I have ibeltered myfelt fron~ 
feveral fiorms, and I arn fure· it will 2:fford 
you .a c01nfortable lodging; fo follow rn.e, 
before it is too late. The old bird then 
led the way, and his Ia111e fen followed 
hi1n; vvhen they arrived, they found the 
door of the tool-houfe open, nnd· as the 
threfhold was low, .Robin manag~d to g t 
over it. Hi<; father l_ooked carefully about, 
and at hit found, m a corner, n. parcel 
of fh:eds, kept for the purpofe of nailing 
up trees. Here, Robin, crie-d he, is a 
charming bed for yo:\ li::t n1e fee you in_ 
it, and. cc1ll your mother to h~ve a· peer1 

~n~ then I mufi bid you good n;ght; fo 
fay mg ;_'l\\'ay he fle·...v, :ind bto-,;ght hrs H1J te, 

F 4 YI 1!6 
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\\,ho \\rfi,S'" 1_5e1feEtfy.iarisfied with-the lud·c1tr;cr 
1)POv!:ided (~r hsf late t~n~ufitful, . buti~b;.
r~p~!*rtt_ Jort\ ~Pt ·rettl'iti~e4 by h~t male: ._ 

_ tnat 
I 

l~ tJ1~y fia\q· lohger-'_. __ the_'(; ln~gH~ bd 
lhut' 1rt,. th?Y took leave/te1iing Robin tfiey · 
\vou1d vifi.r- . him early- · hi tlie 1norningt-
1hougf-i tl\i~ foib1rat1cn \V~S_ r.ihich bett~r: 
tha:n Rqbh1 expetrecl~ ah? · h~ \vas ready ' 
eno\.1gfa tn .. owi1, bett~-r _than:;he' d'eferted,· · 
:,.:et Ii;:; deqly regretted his nbferic~ frorrr , 
1I1c·nefi~- ind' lunged fo- fee ap-ain hb bro..r"· 
t h~r. 2 pq. fifrets ~ ~ hov/~vet; tfiiugh _ part at· 
the trghrvi~~3- fper:f· irt bit~er teftefricns1 · 

fHtigt!e a. t : leri~;th pre,f~ife-d cYV~r an5fretyf 
:~.Trd 11e· '. f'elr. iflet:b.' The hefilings· \Vere 
~really _pieafe~ frffirrd-tlfa,t Rob~rly,:~s tike: " 
Iy re c_'fdlpe fhe ·dafigers" of tfi~·Jiight, flrrd- · 
~w'(i -~.r.e an~~§u~_.i1!MHet at lengtli tefigne~-'. 
t!frrnlr rij f@B§~: ~~f§t@ the fcttt m~w@€l 1 

.Ms Jgl1rl~u§· · (le~ lil ~fl@ @~3· · ~~, in€Hvi~ 
dlm{§f thrn~~fi~lf)i@mH~ .. fumllf- '11:~r@ aWa~-i . 
r:rn·tltttf~r·WHlY Et1r~t~~~~- Vfftlt~€l f@f fl1~ : 
f~!i~:@~'fi@is ~~-!:lht1-_.th~ 1t©@~h~~f@i~ _th~ ru§=" 
1 ~~f ~~§~r. ;:~ c-l i11~r- \·Hls Afir3 A- t~@i.~ ~ ~fi'&W @~=· _ { l _. J:~i~ \.; J:_; _ t ti. :L~ ~ 1- . '- ~-!- - t'J ....... ....,ts ... i. ·tt: - - w -

ff~rfl~fi~ - Y@u· vtrn \)@ e.ht~· ttrfl~fg@fl@ v,1ifl1• 
nm;:@ ~ i!f~3 ·mv ci~a~,. !~::~9;:f~ tl1afl }.:@y €H~l: 
~~~~<':;q1y1; fij~H ):~n-.pot. ~ 0 ye~~-.ryi~th~r-3 
~,~: L} b :c!:-::V, 1 ,fh ~ -; not b~ at -al1 alra1d; nor 
·"( L:1.ic;· F'lanf-,c. $av-yo11 fo· ? th::n kt -i us
... _" ·-:·1.-, ~,,.- -~t- -vn• 1 \-.,,~1 ·l ··o1-;:, ..l,,~•rn· fi· .n Com<> +~"< \·, , \_,._,1 .,_ u .I .Jt.., , > ._ f.. '...,, v\ • , , 

I "'~11-~, . .1...,.t 

· fv, 

ta 
to 
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1 wiil·'!hew you . the way. On thi~, with' 

g::adual flight, the mother bent her ~ourfe 

to a fpot near the plac~ Vi here Robm lay 

concealed ; they all infiar}tly followed her, 

ond f~1rpriz.ed their father, who having. 

ieen Joe, was every 'inftant · exr,ecling he 

y:ould open the door ; -at length, to the 

joy of the Vv hol_e party, the g~rdener ap
reared, and they fcon faw him fetch his , 

ihcers and leave the tool-houfe open : on 

this the rnother pror,ofed that they fboeld 

dl go together and call Robin. There 

they found hin1 in his fnug little bed ; but 

who can defcribe the nappy n11..--eting·? who · 

cnn find words to exprefs the raptures 

which €Ired every little bofom.? Vlhen the 

:fo ft t::anfforts fubfided, I think, faid the 

father, it \.\,-ill be beft to retire fron he-nee ; 

if our friend 'returns, he may tr.ke us for a. -

fct of thieves, and fuppofe th2t we Gin1e 

to c~t his feeds, and I foould be forry he 
fl.1ou1J have a!1 ill opitiion of us. \V el1 1 I : 

am ready, faid his mate, r.nd we>, cried the · 

\·, hcle bread ; they accordingly left the 

t,) ol-houfe, and hopn~d abci.;t f:.n:cng t!1e 

r~i:_ -ran.t-b-:.;fhes. _ I think, faid tLe ,f ~thcr, 

tLat you ,, ho h~Ye the fr 11 ufo of VO!.lr 

iin1bs, could 1nanagc to ~~ t up tlwfc · 10,·1 

t~~e:.,, but R:.obrn mi il ·cor{tEnt Ln1[d( t.
1
~0r:. 

~h'"' g:rn.md a little lcng( r. 'T'his '"'· ~s Y1.:.ry 
F, 5 li.1;_ ~·L·· 
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mortifying, but he had no orie to ·biam~. · 
excepticg himfelf; fo he forbore to com
plain, and affumed as much ch~erfu1nefs as 
he could ; his brother and fifiers begged 
·they might flay witli him all day, as they · 
could do very well without . going up t0;. 

the nefi ; to this the parents confented. 
At the ufual hour of vifiting Mrs. _Ben-

fan's tea-table, the affectionate pai~ took . 
their 1norning's flight, and found the-young 
Gentleman and Lady with their 1na1nm~. 
They had been up a long 1i.me, for Fre-

- deride bad i-nade in his bed-en.amber a 
lodging for the birds, wh0 had awaken
ed both him -and hi~· fifter at a very 
early hour, and they rofe with great rea
d1nefs to· perform- tfi.e · kind office they had . 
i1npo[;::d on the1nfrlvcs. The two Black- -

,. L-rrds were perfetlly well, but tlie Linnet.: 
J ooked rather drooping, and, they Df'gan to 
be apprchenftve they fi1ould not raife him, 
efpecrally when they fe>Und he ~ a3 not in- 
d in:d to e2.t. As tor the Blackbirds, they • 
v.,;ere very hu;tg;·y indeed ; and their ymmg · 
benefactors, not confiderin~ tnat when fed; 
by their paren,ts,. young birds wait fom~ 
r·.Ine between every morfel, foppl ied them 

- t c;o fai1, and filled their crops fo foll, that 
{hey lcoked as if they had great wens on 
f1.:;ir, ner.-ks, and :Harriet peic.;ived-one of 

~ · ··- them · 
.. ., ·-

. r.:. 
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them gafping for breath. Stop, F·rederick; 
faid 111e, as he \Vas carrying tlie quill to its
mouth, the bird is fo fufl he ·can · hold no' 
more ; but fhe fpoke ·foo 'late ; the lit,tle· 
creature gave his eyes a ghafily rol1, and . 
fell on on~ fide fuffocated with . abundance. 
Oh! he is dead~ he is dtad ! cried Frc- 
derick ; he is indeed, faid l\1ifs Benfon, 
but I am fure we did not ddigtr ~o kill 
hin1; and it is fome fatisfa8ion to : think 
that we did not take the nefi. ·i1his_ con_
fidei·ation ,vas not fufficient to c6mf ort Ftc .. · 
dn ick, , ho began to cry rt1GiL bitterly. · 
J~Jis mamma hearing him, was app;ehenftve 
11e had hurt himfrlf, for he frldom cried.· 
unlefs he was in _great pain ; !he tf1erefore · 
hafiil _y entered the rcon1, to enqufre what: 1 

,vas the matt~r, on " ·Lic11 l\1ifs Harriet re ... : 
lated the difafier mat h2.d happenecf Mrs_. 
Brn:cn the:n fat dov; n, and taking Frede-r 
rick ·in her lap, \\ ipfd his eyes; ?.rid giving 
him a kifa, faid, I am forr'y, my lov't', for' · 
) our difar,1"otntn1ent, but do not affiicc : 
you~fr If, the rocr little tni11g is out of .his 
pJtn r:ow, 2nd I fancy .fuffercd our for a 
fho t ti-1ne. 'If you keep on crying fo, you
wi-11 fo 1 get to feed _\ o~ir Be ~k of birds, 
which I fancy, b J the chii ping I he[t.fd 
from m y winc1ow, :ire Le:-)rrnin~~- r0 nfEm
.t-le. Co;n.e,~ let Gle t!ke tht obj-:-ct '- of yc::-u;, 

<lifters. 
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}land of charity; . The w01nan receiv·ed 
her b :.nefaclion with grateful acknov. l!::dg-
ments ; and tjray ing that the Almighty·_ 
migh_t fh9wer down his choicefi bl-effi.ngs on
this worthy family, refpectfully took leave. 
and tetur n-:d to her · hu !band, v. ho every 
liour gathered ftrengtfr. 
, She was fcarcefy gone out of the rcom,, 
wh ~n the R ed&reail:s entered; as I before 
rda frd . . · -,.Fhe fight of th~m perfectly re
flored Frcderick'·s <;heerfuinels, and after 
th~y were departed, he requeil:ed fris 1nam
m:1,. that h~ and Harriet might go again tu 
th~ orchard, in nopes of feeing the yot:ng_ 
Rpbins·.. 'fhat you iliaH· do, Frederick,, 
faid !he.,. upon con-dition that you continue 
a: very good toy; o:.1t as yefie~·day w as· 
rather an rdle cay with you, you mufi aF-: 
ply a little c!ofer tc-day ; 2nd Harri~ t h~s 
a g :eat d~al - of bufme fs to do, · tf)ere:ore· 
you mufi wait till . evening, and tfo:n ptr-· 
haps I may go with you. Frt"derick v,1 2..s
foti sfi ed with tfm p~· cmif.:, and rcok great 
pams to learn t~Y rf' ad aLd fpcl1'. H e rc
p 12ated by heart an th!; h.> rnns and oth :::r 
little things fie had t,ecn taught; and Mif;. 
B :nfon applied nerrrf to a variety of dif
fe rent lefions with g ceat ailiduit'y, and pei·
fo rmed her talk of w0;.-k entirely to I her 
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CH A P. XIV, 

A S. foon as :he ~Id Re?breafls left th ;_° ir 
little family, 111 ora~r to go to M:·. 

B~nfon's, Peddy, with great folicitudc, 
began to afk. Robin where he h8.<l hurt 
himfdf, and how he did_? Oh! faid Iv~\ I 
.am rnuch better ; but it is a wonder I arn 
now alive, for you cannot think v, hat a 
dreadful fall I had. \Vi~h turning acot't 
as I did in the air, I beca1ne quite g~ddr, 
fo could not make th :- IeaH exertion for 
faving 1nyfdf as I was falling, an cam~ 
with great force to the gro:.md ; you foe, 
how my eye is fiilI fwclled; but that is nc
th~ng to \v hat it \Vas. My Ning is tL1 ~ 
wo:H, and fiill gives me a good dc2.l of 
p::iin; obferve how it d:-ags on th:: g:oend :· · 
but as it is not b, oke, rn:y father fays it will' 
foon be well; and I nope it v. iU- be fo, for ., 
1 Ieng to be fl vi·ng, Qnd fhaH bf' gbd ta 
receive any infiructions for the .fi_,tu r<:>. I 
cannot th1nk 1'10w I co~dd be fo fcoEfhly 
conccitecr, as to fuppcfe I kof'w how to-~ 
conduct myfelf \.V ithout my father's guid-
ance. 

\Vh_v, faici Peck(,r, yoimg creatures like 
us) c~~t~:.nly Hand in ne~d of inib-uc-

tion, 

• 
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i:~drt, and ffJght to think ~curfdves happy
in haying parents who are _willing to tak e 

the t rouble of- teaching ,.what' is neceffary 
for us to know. I dread th-c; day, when 1 ·, 

11?-•Ufi q~it the n :.fr and-,take car~ of ;n1yf:lf. 
Fiapf y f.1:id, fue made no doulDt' they 
fhould , kno\v liqw -t6 fly~ 1 and p eck,- and1-; 
qo, every- thing before 'that time; ' and, 
for h ~r pa;t, ~ e l6ngf. ~ t? '. fee• the ·wor~d, . 

and to krto\~ how the higher ranks of bi~ds.·

b~haved th~1nfelves,_ and \'~,hat pleafore · 

th :;y e~joyed-; · _and Dicky declared,he form-· 

ed the fame ·wifhes, though> he IT1uft con- -
f~[s, h-: h,1d great ~_read o( bir<l:5. or P!CY ;,. 
Oh! faid Ffa--pfy, th·,~y wi ll' n ~ver fe.i :ze fu ch , 

a: pret ~y c--::atm'e as yo'-: D1.:::ky, I am ·fure : 
,~v hy if bc:rnty can prevail againfi cruelty, -
y ou wiH -al fo be (ecure r:iy fweet ·frfler, re--

P.li~d h -:-? fo~ yoar deli~9-te engaging fhape -

:ri.1"1ft plead · m your b".: ha:lf. _ . 
J u:fl"as fi :: had fi ni-.fhed 11~s ½"eec.h, . <b ha,vk , 

~i'f)p:'.a~ed '~n ~ight", o;J. ~-hic~the whole p:::.~ty . 
y/as feized wi~h a rnofi unco:1117lon ·frnfation,: 

~-:1d i·uvohrn ta :ily threw th-:rnfdves on th .... ir 
°Dac~:;:s, fcream~ng ,,-~ ith a11 their rni:gh~ ; :::d 
at the fame inftint the cries of nl1mb::r"$ 

o: little b1rd~ b'.f1cFs, echo:-d th:·ough· th~ . 
o~chard ; 'r he R edbreafts foon rec'):..-,e::ccl, . 

and riflng ch their fef t, lopkcd abouJ ,to 

~ e what:: w-as bec-: m': of the c2~ufe of thclr . 
cr ... m_-

• 
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t:bf't"il1:rh1ttcm ; \\ hc:r1 tit~y bel:ield htm h1g11' 
1n trte ril r, -~~a1ing off fo11i.e lliiliappy Yi~~t1in1, 

a fe\v of ,vho:e fe:ith~r§ · foll near ti1e· you rig· 
fa1nUy,; \\-ho ori e~an1inir;g theni. found th""'y · 
bdonQ'.ed td a goldfincli ; on.\":hich Peckfy · 

t:bCer~cd1 tlin.t it_ \fas cvide11t th~fe favnges 

paid no tHfr:ntion.. td 1')erfo·nal bea~ty.: 

Dicky \"vas fo terrii1cd he kne\1/ not what· 

to do-, and h~d tl~ought of flying back to 

the n~fr , but after ll"obin's i1{1s[ortune 1 v,·as 

fearful of ufieilding his fo th~r ;_ he there-· 

(ore got tip inld a cnrrant-bldn, and hid 

himfdf lll~ the thick "fl p~·rt of t~e leaves,. 

Flapty iollo\\·ed hini, but Rcb\n· beihg o~~ 
~1ged t?i k cp 011 th~ gn:rn·11.d, reckJy kind.; 

J y rrfol'y,-eJ to_ be:k hi!'.n ¢Grr.-pnny. , 
.. !rt s. fe\\; mi)1ln ~s th_ if ptH~nt§ h~hifl1ftl ;· 

fr~~.1 i\!r !.l'.!nfQTI's, fi.n·l ~l:11E\ t\w h~ l3 l;,H~r 
l -(~th, fi~~r: wh~re thiy l,Ml Lfi t\1t3ffi; ~llt· 

mill_tn~ th~ grlwrn~ th~ rB'3th~r- w\th fftffit 
~H! -,;14y ~11qY1r~ci-Whflt YR% ~~rnn~: f)f th-:3ffiP 

R~}).\n th "'n r ~hH';"\ l~qN thD~ · had ~f~n · 

fr-ight:::f1~i=l ,, hh a h~;;\·k t ~H(-l- \,:h1l~ h~ 'N~s 
(!e.\n~ +b_3 tht; r~t~:n°~ ·to. h~m t\~tll~t 

I ,;i.-,- 1\,-""".-ii ., _, r,,,_\rl ... t\:.. . .., f:1"- 11 ~-· tl1,...+..., 1.,..-.u,l-
- C., ~ t ~ ~ l-! ~ ~ ~.,. ! .. ~~, 1 «--+: '- .. t ! .J t • t f ~ r" f .~ ~ (~ -r~ ft vi· ~ 

flFnl) \;en1;_lft:} fo L~?X th.0 fret \\ h"··e 11~~· 
garde11~:r was ~t \1/0--k . 0, t)1d J>cckfYi \Y~· 

have rwt feu1 hLn fin~" y-:)~I lefr us ; tht"D I 

d-a:·p fr1y 1:.:- is go:1~ to bre2_)·li,l~ rcpE,·d th~ 

1""'1" •~=-·· . ,.~~ t-'h; - ~ t1" ,t: r - . ,, r- ·•-t· 
• .., ........ , .... ~ . ..., -~., ,s '" a., n-~ c,, v, 10 , t.i. y"' ,i~ 

' tr.~s_ 
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this in.H:ant faw h'tm return with his !heats in 
his hand, and Coon purfoe hi:; work. l~·mv: 
Y,ou will _be· fate, cried the father; I fnaU 
therefore ftay and tead1 you to fly in ditj_
ferent directions,, anq. ther:i your 111other 
and I f11all m'ake fome little excur!ions·,i 
a:1d leave you , to prnctife _by yourfeives· ;
but firH: ot aU let me {hew you where (~ 
get- water, for I fear you 1nuft _ be verv 
thirfty. No, f~~d they, we have had feverat 
wet wonn·s and _jui~y q:tt~rpiHarsj vr'hich 
have ferv~d u·s both for viffuals and drink, 
Robin is• very qttick at nnding them., 
.. There is n6tl1ing Hk~ necdiiry to teach 
birds how to live,. faid the father ; I am glad 
Robin's misfortunes h1 ve been fo beneficial 
to hin1. \Vhat woufd have be:come of you, 
if you ha<l not e?(:erted yourfdves as l di- -
recred? fa.id his mother; you would focn 
have died, ha<l you . corttinued to lie on the . 
fcorching ground. Rem ~rnber ffo1n Jhis 
infiance as long as you live, that it i1 bet
ter to ufe means for your own reli~f, than 
t-0 fpe-nd fine in fruitleis lamentat1ons. -

· In_ re(pf c'.:t to Hawks, faid the father, they 
are frightful creatures to be fore; but there 
are very few of th c> m in cornparifon of moft 
other birds, and rh "'Y Crln tcike but one at 

' a ti1n,,,, therefore it is a very g reat chance 
,~,h'·:ih·~r ~ny of you is tb:::t one; xour Left 

way 

\'.'a\' 

ca 
ma 
], I !tt .. 
n0\1 

gara 

~,;' 
.,..,,c' 

(.,_, I •• 

' .. 



t 127 1 
\tay wiil be to keep as near to houles as 5-ou 
cm, ::md make yourfeh-es fa1niliar ,vith 
~ankind, and then I think you wiH be in 
little danger. By the wav, let m~ obferve, 
how great! y ;ndeb~ed you·· are to this gcod 
garde1ier, vYhom I hope you no longer c:ill 
a n1ordlei=. Oh no! fa~d Fbpfy, he is a cleat 
good Geature. But I was gcing to fa\-, 
cried the fother, that at any r~tk, it would 
be wrong· to make your life unh:-1ppv with 
apprch~n1tons; you cannot keep Hawks 
away by fearing them; _and ir is 1:oBible, 
you rhay net~er (ee another bffi<l~s; v\.h~t 
thoufar1ds efcape, in ccrnparifcn cf the frw 
they deYbllr_ ! But con1c . dong, Dicky1 
Flflp(~ utid Peckfv, there is ,vater fo rtta;-1· 

that Robin can hop fo far: he then ccn
ducted ther.-i to a pl~mr, ftct1 v. hence Jee 
watered the garden, · ahd unde:r its f pout. 
they fc,und r,n 2rnpie furr,Jv of that delip ht
f ul element, rr10re acceptar,le to them., rl1e..n 
the moil: cofily v,ine ~ ould hc:.-,1e been. 

He::e they· ftaid fome time:, and ,~e-e 
gre.atlv amu[ed; ftill fo near the gardener, 
that they regarded tht1i.1frh-es as rnder h~s 
p:-otelt:ion. The i:arrnts flew up into .1, 

tree, and there the father entntaincd h·rs· 
bel0ved n1ate nr:d frn1!1v \"\ :th hts chee1 fol• 
mu fie ; and f\., iT. c:.- i:tm~s th ~\T r:~.;2~ ·,-m icus 
-airy cx:::·.:::[ons !o:· ex:mr_l:::: ~o t!.~~r Ett~c 

Q r,.c ,) 
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6 h':S, \vl-16 ~il .bnged to, be able td :hnitatcl
t1i~m. .!tr this tifadrtet the day p~ffod _hap.; 
}?ily -rHvtiJ, and: ear Ly fn the· evening Flap· . 

. fy·, Ped~fy,-ar:d '.DickYr v1~e cbnduc\.ed ·tq 
th:: ne:fl-; th~y rµ9unted iri► the air with' 
·mud\ tnore ·ea~e thart the _. prece~ding cla,v1 

tJ1d.'the pa1'~(1rs inftn.tfild .them how t(? tly-_ 
to th~ branches ti-f frni1e tlee~f which ilood ·-

ne~r -to_ the 1•iy ,yali. , __ -... , - . . .. 
In t4e ipean hrti~ th~y l~a9Jtft Rbhm by 

l~i1nfelf~ _ tl~ink1tig - he \.vould be fafe, _:whilfl 
th_e ~arcietle_r . W~S -_fl1owirig, fon1_e grufs.; but. 

\yhat. "~as tlle gn~f of botri (at-her and ;tn_o- ' 
~her w h~n ·they· retlin'.led, artd· c;:ottld nerthet·· 
fee nor ·near him~ Tlfa garderier tcio was·· 
gune~ they tlJerefute Rpp~~h~ttdecl. tl;ata _ear 
"" '' f ro ;: L.., ~l t,., i?,?.- t -: ·-.1 ,.. ,u .n.f ,., -~ t i l:: \})e.d l i~ ~ 
er 3h Ilu9 lctl~-;n Dt!H ~w~:! ~ng ¥i: . ;~~g 1 HfJ 

Yet ~@n~ {Jf brn ~ath~f§ w~r@ -n~ ~~ f~~fl r, 
~flth th~ m@fi. ~fl~i\~u§ f@firnh, th~y- t?·~pl~rnd:~ -
tvttr-y r~~-~fs ifl wh\~h th~y Jlwm~ht .n ~tlf= 

· fihli ·fmi· h~ t~-i?~3 ~nv¾ fir~\flij§ thgif htd!f 
\~!§~s -t\U : Hw_y w~r~- h%rf~ ;.-l!h §~Uifll• 
~lro.l tlut '1H \n v§:lfl \ dn tij~!~t-im1ft v-l~§ 
l@~krid , but lfarl h~ b~J'fl th~r~ h~ ,v~ml~l· , 
¥tt¥~ ~ftfw~r-~d t nt l@n~Jh ~1dt~ in d~f11ah~
@f fin1m~-P.~m~ whh h~~vy h~~xt§ tfi~y t~· 
t~~:'~ ~to tlw p~fl ; ~ g?::....flBfal ' -l_anw11t~d~.:m· 
cnfued, and · this lately happy abqde; waq 

:pow tfi~ _fC'g·1ori of forrow.· The father. 
fndeavoured . to c9mf9rt pis mate and fur ... -.. y1_vmg· 
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-~,i\~ng ne!Hings, and fo far fuc~ecdcd, t1ui.t 

they refolved to bc'ar their lofs witr. r::
tience. 

After a 111oun'lful night, the mcth·- r Ln: 

the nefi e1:ly in the morninf\ ur..willi~g O

, 

rel;nquii11 tl:e hope v, bich ftill rcrna;nt:d~ cl 
finding Robin again; · but, hr.~~,ing fr, Pt 

' .a;:,. ho1 lf in t1113 rrnnner., n~e retn .. ~1c·! to 

her n1ate, "h_o. was co111forting his li:tJ,: 

Ofi'.:'.S. 
Come, faid b , let us t~.k~ ~~ fligl-; t., / ,,,..,.., t 

fit laraentinf?; l1rrc for ever it _\\: iH b~ t~; no 

· purrofe: the eviLi which befal us n1vi'! be 

bo· ne, nnd the n1ore quietly we fubrn1t to 

th m the ligLter f1~ey will b~. . If pocr 

Robin is <lend, he will fi ffer no 1nore; ::ncl 

if he is not, fo mi:cb ns \VC f1v rJ:out, it is ' 

-a clrnnce but we _get rid~ng; qf 1:.· .n ; Eq:

pofc th [e little cnes '1,tten ;1t to fly w:th 
us to your bcncfoEtors? 1~-:- \ ·c (et out- c~~.(

'ly and l:.:t the1n refl: il:•.::ouen~ly by the \'. ay-, 

I thinl~ t11ev r::1ay ~c:ccmplifr it. This ';'aS

very pleafrng to every enc of the L d~ 

one.;, for they 1cngecJ to ;o tl:ither ; and 

accordingly it was deteimincd tki.t they 

ffiotild i1nmcdin~c-ly frt out, ~1r,:1 they ~~c
c--rup1ifhed t!1,e journey by e,"lfy fiag(:-t: , at 

l~ngJ1 ti:ey a] nrr1Yed ·n the coHrt, jufl: 
r 1 , ., .(. 

auer t11<: G.d1J per!.icners ,Yere gent'. 
! ;o•..v, 

I -
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No-i , faid the father; flop a li ttle, and let 

me ad\.·ife yq_u,Dicky,F1apff, and Peck[ v,"to 
behave yo:.irfelves properly; hop only wh':'re 
you fee your mother and me hep, 2.nd do . 
pot meddle with an_y thing, but what is fcat
·t ered on purpofe. Stay father, .faid Dicky, 

· my feath ers are fadly rumpled, and fo are 
1nine faid Flap.(v. Well, fmooth the1n then, 
,but don't ftand ·finicking for an ·hour. 
Peckfy wa3 ready in an ird1:ant, but the 

,othe;-s v1ere very tedious, fo their father 
;and mother w-ou-id wait for them _no longer, 
and fl~\~1 into the window; the others d1-
-rectl_y followed thrn1, and to th ':'. inexr ref
·fible fatisfacti on of Mafier Benf0n alighted 
on the tea-table, \vhere they m ~t with a 
,·ery un ::-xn~ct:ed pleafure; · for who f}1oulJ 
they find therr:', us a gueft, but the poor 

. :Jqfi Robin) T ·he 1neet1ng was,, you m ay be 
. fu rc-, a h~p1=>Y one fo:- all parties -; ·rmd the 
-tranfports 'it occafioned, m ay b e eafier con
.cc>iv~d than defcribed, Th~ father P9~!red 
forth a loud fong of gmtitude; the mother 
.chirp~d, fb~ bowed her head, clapped her 
wings, bafked on the tea-table, _joined her 
be8l to P~obin's, tli~n .touched the ·hand of . 
-fv1afl:er F rederick. As for the y:o.ung ones, 
they t,;vittered a t lioufa ~d quefiions to Re
bi n ; but as h :- was unwilling to di fi t1:·.b his 
fath~:·'s fon,g, 'he cld ired the.m to fu(iJen~l ' 

their 
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their -curioG-ty to another opportunity: 
B ·-1 t _it is now time to . fatisfy yours, my 
young readers, and therefore I (hall inform 
you by what m 22.ns R.obin \Vas placed i_.n 
-this happy fituati_on. ": 

CH AP. XV. 

YOU may remern-ber, that Mailer Fre: 
de1 ick obtained from his man1ma a 

promife, that when tkle bufine(s of daily 
inf-:.n,ctiori. W"S fin-dt eJ, he and his fifier 
fhould gD i.nto the orchard in fearcl~ of the 
Rcbifi. ~~ ; as f.:on, theicf ore, as rh~ air was 
fufficien tly coc L (he tcok the1n with her, 
and arrived juft aft-~·: th~ parent biids had 
taken their young nes back to the neft. 
Robin ,i:.,as t11en -left by ·hi111felf, 8-nd kef;t 
hopping ~-bout, ~nd fe2ring no danger, got 
.into the 1niddle of the walk. Frederick 
def cried -hi1n at a difi::1.~ce, and cagcrl y ·,, 
call <::d out, there's one of !hem, I d-:clarc ; 
:ind before his ma-mma cG[en·ed hir.1, J1__, 
ran to th:: place 2nd cfa r p~d his Etti e hand 

·.ave· t, t xi11ting thtlt he h:1d ca-:.;gh ~ it. Th~ 
,p :·ef1: !fe of his hand htnt Robi ::i 's win~, 
· , ) 1 r"" ~r .J-1 ·t- l'C' ,.. •• • • , 1_ : ~1 F: J .. 1D -l.C,.''h .1.0141 pt-..eO..,;., -...,d(:S, en \\ d •ul f -..-
j ' • t 

c.encK. 
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:derk\ kt"hi1n go, . a·nd faid, I won't "hurt 
yo-u, you ··nuk thiIJ.g. 

1\1i[s Hn.rriet, who faw·h\1n catch the bird, 
_ n~n as faft as. poffible to prevent his detain
,ing it; and perceived_ fl1at as Robin hopped 
-~nvay he was lame, on which fhe concluded 
that_ her brother bad hurt him; but on Fn::
derick.'s affuring her, that bis wing hung 
dmvn w·hen he firft faw hinl, Mrs. Benfon 
·faid, it \Vas ·n1ofi likely h~ -was lan1ed by 
fo1ne accident, w 11ich had prevented his go-

.1ng Vi'ith the'" others to the nefi ; and if that 
:-is th~ ca,[:(,, fa.id fhe, it will be 11umane z~d 
-,haritable to ·rake care of hitn. Fr_-e:deric!t 
.. ,w~s delighted to hear her fay fo, and :;,fkecl, 
. wh~th~r he 1night carry it ·home? Yes, 
faid 'his 1namma, provided you can talrc 
·hirn fafely. Shal1 I carry him, Madam ? 

_.faid Joe, he can lie nicely in my hat. 
Th~s was an excellent fcheme, nnd all p:lr

: t;ei ap_p:-oved of it; fo Frederick took Come 
· of the f.oft grnfa which _was 111owed dmt, n 
to nut ·::i t the; bottom, and pcor Robin was 
fafel y derofitc<.l ·in his vch~cle, w11ich fervea 

. hin1 for a litter ; and p~rceiving into what 
h1nds he was fallen, he h1-w-.:1,rdly re_jdced, 
knmvin<s that he had, an excellent char.cc 
of be'tn~ ·rrc.r-ritled for, :13 \vell as of fee-
~ 1· , . . . I -1 mg 1!s a c:1r reJat;ons aga'.rf. _ nu·o not 
fay tl~:tt gre1t eel:-:: v,a-:, t.Rkcn cf h'm, 

and 
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.ffnd you will eafily fuppofe he Jud a n1ore 
comfortable night tha..r1 that he had pafied 
in the f11ed. 

Wben Mafler ,and ·1\1iJs 'Ben:.on arofe 
the next tporning, en:: of th~ir firft cares 
was to feed th~ birds, and tl1ey had the 
pleafore to fee all th : ir neillings in a very 
thriving conditiDn ; 1~otb the L1nn~t ~nd· 
the Blackbird new hopped -O'Jt of thei; 
nefis to be fed, to tbe great ·dive1fton of 
Mailer Frederick : but this pleafore \Yas 
foon damped by an un1uck_v accident : for 
the Blackbird being placed in· a wicdow 
which wn.:, open, hopped tc--o near t11e 
edge, and fell to t11e ground, where 11e w~s 
fnapped up by a dog, ~nd to!'n to pieces 
in an 'infiant. Frederick began to cry as 
before ; but on l1is fifier,s reminding h~m., 
that the creature was pafi the frn[e cf 
pain, he reil:rnined his t1:ar2, :ind 1 uI"ncJ 
·his attention to t11e Linnet, v, hich -h ~ p1.1t 
into a c~ge, that he 111ight not 1neet th~ 
fame fate. l-Ie then went to feed the flock, 

d · r }'. b.1 ii. ,f an to enquire 2.,ter \.O m, v, iCm l.t-ifS. 

Benfon 11ad taken into her own rcom, left 
Frederkk f.hould handle c.1!1d 'hurt hi1n ; to 
his great . ioy he found 1111n 1nuc'l1 better,. 
for he could begin to u [e his ,i~jur<:d \·,, :·nv. 
Frederic~c wns therefore trufie_d 'lo C? n y 

G h:rn 
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12iln into the ·breakfaft parlour, w h~re -~i-
placed him as has .b~en -alr€adf defcribe-d_. 

For Jome time- the young R-edbreafts 
behaved very well ; -but at .. length Dicky, 
familiarized by the kind . .treatment he met 
with, -forgot his father's ·1niundions, and 

' · began to hop about in a -very rude .-manner ; 
:he even jumped into the pi.ate .. of bread·· 
and butter -; and l1aving-3: mind to tafte th~ 

--tea, hopped on t11e edge .of a cup, but 
dipping his foot in the 11ot liquor, he was 
glad. to •.make a ·J,afiy retreat,, -to the .gr.eat 
.diverfion _.. ot Matter ~redetick. Flap(y
took rhe freedom of _-pecking -at the fuga.~, 

}-but found it too ·hard for her ·teJ1der bea~c 
For thefe 1ibertieti _t11eir mother reproved 
then1, fayirrg-, ·fhe would never_ bring them, 
,.vith her .a3ai-n, if they were guilty of fucJ1 
rudenefs, as to take \\' hat was not .offered-1, 
them. As rbeir 1onger fia y would _have · 
broke in on :a pla,n which i1rs. Benfon -had 
co_nc e; ted, fhe rung -her bell, -and the foot-
1n:-- n cune to reri; ove fhe tea things ; on 
'" h:ch rhe -old ·birds, ·having _·takcn lr~ve of 
Rob·n, and p::on~ifed ·to come again the 
_next dav, fl.ew ,.nut at rhe window,- folJo,v
ed by-·Dicky, Flap(v, ~nd Pcckf)'. Re-

, ,bin was fafely depoft tecl in a c--ge, nnd 
paffed a happ y day, being o::en ~lkwGd to 
fop cut in oJ'der _to be _fed. · -' . The 
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. t 1.35 } ----~ The parent birds aEghted in the court., 
~nd condutl:ed their litde ,ones to the water 
which was fet out for .the1n, .after which 
they all returned to the nefi: •; here the 
y.oung ones refied till th~ afternoon, and 
theD- their parents took thein out in order 
(o !hew .thc11,1 tb.e orchard. 

CH AP. XVI. 

YOU h~ve not yet, .fa:id the fot-~1er~· 
feen the \':hole e-:xtent of this plac,;:-., 

_2-nd I wi(h to i-ntr0duce you to our neig\
~ours. •He then led the v1ay to a pcn1-
tree, in which a Linnet harl built her n -fl. 
The old Linnets fe~med muc~i plea frd t~ 
fee ·their fri~nds the 'Redbreaih, vvho v. irl1 
ftreat pride -jn-tr-oduced their ,little fomi-J_v tn 
them. My own nefilings -are ju~ read\.- to 
fly, faid the h~n Linnet, and I 'hope wi \1 
m~ ke •acquaintance with rhe:-m ,; for l iirdc. 
fo well infl ::ucl:ed ns, I make no eke 1>:4, 
your offc;pring ~re, n1ufl: he very ckfir:-.Uc 
comp.-mirns. The ·little ·R~d1)iTflih v·c1·c~ 
flui:e delighted with the }:0Pcs <,r. }·,:.v11:F ...... ~ '-, fome ngrec>~ hle fri1"n is. r nd fr1e .c,kl c :ncs 
replied, th~a l'bc,· } ;:d t'h•:m[_ffc, Ii.. ·c j,. en 

. G -~ ,· - , )l.) 
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fo inuch pl~.a{ure fr01n focial friendfnip' 

that they v:iJhed their young ones to culti: 

vate the fame. · 

They th~n flew on to a cherry..,tree; 

in _ \V hic;:h -were a pair of Chaffinches · in 

great agitation,. endeavouring to part one 

of their own bread and a young . Spar

row, v.-ho were engaged in a furious 

battle ; but all in vain, neither of the 

ccn1batants ,vould defifi, till the Chaffinch 

.dropped dead to the g ~·ound. His parents 

were greatly fhocked st this accident; on 

which the cock Redbreaft attempt~d to 

com:ort them with his ftrnins ; ~t!t finding 

them d~af to his mufic, he betsged to know·· 

.the caufc ·of the quarrel, v1h:ch had had (o 

fatal a conclufion ? 0 ! r.nf.vered the hen 

Ch:JEnch, mv neflling is loft th r.cugh his 

o ·,vn folly. I cautioned him repeatedly 

11:)t t6 mak.e .ncquaint2.nce with Sp:rrows, 

know'.ng they would ·lead him into 1n!f

l:h:cf; but no re:mcnftrance ~ ould pre

vaiJ. As fcon as ·he cegan to peck al::cut, 

·l:c fo1mcd a friendfhip with one cf that 

voracious breed, who t:nd·::rtcok to te2ch 

·him to fly and prov~de for himfclf; fo he 

left his parents ~nd continu~dly follcwccl 

the Sparrow, who t1ught h~1n to itc1-l ccrn, 

•f!:nd ot-her thing~, and te qu:1:·1el with every 

~ ird ,he n1c.t ; I expe(tcd to fee l-:~m h llf,d 
;}" 
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- ontinuaHy. At length his co1tip:tnicti 
grew tired of him, and picked a quarrel, 
which ended as yo~1 h_1ve feen. However, 
this is better thari if he had been caught 
by men, and hung up, as I have feen many 
n bird, for a f pecb.cle, to <leter others from 
ftealing. ' Let rne advi[e yo~1 my young 
friends~ taid fh~, addrefiing herfolf tb the 
little Redbrcafis, to f~llow your parent's 
direction in every refpect, and avoid bad 
company. She th~n, accompanied by her 
rnate, flew back to her nefi, in ord_er to 
acquaint th~ reft of her farrtil y with this 
dreadful cafaftrophe, and the Redbreafi:s 
took another flight. 

They alighted on the grcmrtd, and be..: 
gan pecking about, when a~l of a fud
den th ~y heard a firange noife, w hkh ra
ther alarmed the young ones. Their 
father defired them to have no fears, but 
follow him ; he led the1n to the top of 
a high tree, in which was a neft of Mag
pi:;s. They had, the day before, made an 
excurfion round the orchard, and were 
converfing on what they had feen, but iti 
f uch a confufed manner, th1t there was 
no fuch th;ng as underfi:~nding then1 ; one 
chatte.-ed of one thin6, and one of anoth 0 r, 
In fho:.-t, all were eag r to f p ak, and none 
inclined to h: ar. · 

G I") ;; 
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' \Vl at a fet of- foolifh ill-bred· fitt1e 
creatures are thefe, faid the cock Red
bre.tfi; if they wouid talk one at a time, 
what each fays miglit afford entertainm~nt 
to the refi ;- but by chat1ering all together 
111 this 1ilanner, they are · quite difagreea
l)Ie. Take e:kample from· them, rrly rreft--
li ngs; and ·avoid the fault w hidt rerrders 
th~tn fo ridiculous. · 

So faying, he flew on, arid they foori 
faw a Cucko-.v, furrourtded by· a nurri
ber ef birds, who had been p~cking at 
J.1er till fhe ha~ fcarce a tea:ther Ie(f upon 
her breaft, whilft fhe kept repeating her 
own dull pote, Cucl}ow ! Cuckow ! incef..: 
fa ntly. Get .b~ck ag·ain to your o-Nli. coun
try, fa.id a Thrufh ; what bufinefa have 
~-ou in ours, fuckin~ the eggs, and taking 
the . nefis of any birds you n1eet with ? 
Surely it would be fufficifnt, could you 
have the privilege of building for yourfelf, 
as we do who are natives; but you have 
no right to feize upon our labours, and 

' <levour our · oifsprinq;. The Cuckow de
~Tves his fate, fa1d the hen Redbreafi:. 
"I'houo-h I am far fiom bearing emn:ty to 0 ' . ' 
foreign birds in general, I d~teft fuch cha-
racters as his. I wonder mankind do not 
&-i~;f C :1--lr,ri ,::;es ~·.vay ; b~1t I foppor~, it is 

on.. 
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o~ account of thi:ir being tlie harbingers of 
fu1nmer. · · 

How different fa the characc~r o( th~ 
Swallow ; he com~s h'ere to1 erijoy the 
1nildnefs of the din1ate, anti confers a be ... 
nefit on the land' by defiroyfog·ma:ny noxi,.. 
ous infects. · I rejoice to fee that race fporr
ing in the air, and have had higfi pleafur~ 
in converfing with them ; for as they are 
great travellers, tli-ey have much to relate. 
~ uf e:ome, let t:1s go 6n.- , _ 

They foon ca1ne. to_ a hollow .free, _pe~p 
~into this hole, faid the cock bird to · his 
young ones ;· ~hey di~ fo; and be_hdq. a' neft 
of young O ,\,ls. _ What a fet of 1.1gly crea
tures, fai'd. Dicky; fu,rely y9u do not in
t~nd to fhew your- frightful faces in the 
world! D1cf ever any one fee fuch· dull 
eyes,- and~ fucn a frightful muffie of fea-
thers f _ 

- \,Vhoever you are that repto?di us wit f1 
a want of beauty, you do' not ihew your 
own good fenfe, replied: one of the little 
Owls. Perhaps we may nave qualities which 
render us as amfabl~ as yourfelves. You 
do not appear ro Know that we are Night, 
and not D'ay birds. T he quantity of fea
thers in ,vhich we are mt:ffied up, are very . 
eomfortable to us wHen 'Ye are out ·in th(; 
_cold ; and I can iliew you a pair of eye:s-, 

G 4 which;) 
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-vi !1ich, i( you are. little birds, w.,iJ1 frigl1tefi 
you out of your w!ts ; ·arid if I could fly, 
I ~w0uld let you fee what elfe I could do. 
Be then drew back the film which was 
given him, that the ftrong light of the day 
n1ight .not injure his fight, and flared full at 
_Dicky, who was ~ruck witf1 aftoni!hment. 

At thar · infiant the paref}.t ,Qwl ~ r,e .... 
turned, . arrd (<,;eing a par~eI of ffrangers 
looking into her nefi, fhe fe{ up a fcreech
iri.~, · which made_· _t]ie wbole pa,rry tak~ 
wmg. . A~ foon · as tney flopped to reff, 
,the coc;~ Redbreail:, who was-·r1ea1ly -fright
:ened . as we•Il as .. his; I ~ate and ·: famify-,1 

re.coIIea:ed himfelf; . and- cri~d 'qht~ . w, ell~ 
_ Djcky,' now did.'you:.iike the ~Ps· eyes? 

· I fancy they proved brrgh~er · th~n iou 
-expe&~d ; but qad they even "be~p as 
~ugly as you f4ppofed, it ,WtS very' r9dy 
and . filiy in" you -to ·notice 'ii: · _~ y ?.~ 
ought never ta e:enfure . any bir~ for na
. tural : deformities, fince no one contra& 
,them . by ·choice; and \\:hat 'appears ~ifa_; 
'greeable to you, .may be pleafing in the_ ' 
,eyes of another r Befid€s, you iliould be 
particularly" ~ar.eful not to in(ult ftr~ngers, 
becaufe you . cannot know ti1eir deferts, 
EOr ,vhat powe_r they may have of .reveng
ing t.hemfdves. You may think yourfeif 
hapny if )'OU never' meet one of thefe Owls 

. ~ b 
Y. 

~-....... 



[ 14r ] 
by night, for I affure you they often feed 
upon little birds like us ; and you have no 
reafon to think t11ey will f pare you, after 
the affn;mt you have given them. But 
co1ne, let us fly on. . 

,They foon alighted on a tree,. in which . 
was a Mock-Bird \ who, infiead of fing
ing any note of his own1 kept fucce[
fivdy imitating thofe of every bird that 
i_nhabited the· orchard, and this with a 
view of 1naking th~m ridiculous. If any 
one had any naturat imperfec:lion in his
finging, he was fure to n1imic it ; or 
if any was particularly attenth-e to the 
duties of his fiation, he ridiculed him 
as grave and formaL The young Re<l
breafis were cxceffively diverted with this 
droll creature ; but their foth;::r ddired 
them to confider, whether they fbould like 
to hear him 1nimic the1n ? Every one a
greed, that they fhould be very angry to 
be ridiculeq jn that manner. Then, re
plied the father, neither c:ncourage nor, 
imitate him. The I½ock-Bird h~arino- hin1 

1 1· 'N"h O 
' tooi< up 11s notes, ' elt er encouraae· nor 

:imitate him.," fa.id he. The cock Redbreaft 

4- The Mock-Bird is properly a native of A:ner:cn;". 
~ut i11trodticcci here fur tbe faJ...c of the moral, 
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on this flew at him with fury, plucked Com~ etfi 

feath~rs from - his breaft, and fent him 

!creaming from the place. I have made 

yo:.i .fing a l-J' atural note at lail, faid he, and 

hope you will . take care how you praclife 

~im~ck.rY_ again .. His .mate was forry td 
iec h11n ddlurb his temper, and ruffle liis- ~1 

feathers, for fuch an infigmficant creature • in 

but he told her it was particularly neceffary tr.e 

as an example to his nefflings, ,as Mi.mickry cc1 

was a fault t0· which-young birds were too t 

apt to incline; and.he wiilied to ihew them the 

the danger they expofed themfdves; to: in Ina 

the practice of it. ~a 

Thew hole ~'"edbreaftf~mily reffed them- ~ 

{dves f<?r fume tiine··; and whilft they fat t~ 

:frill, obf erved a Chaffinch flying from tree _ ~-

to tree, chatter~ng to every bird he had any \ 

knowledge of; and his difcourfe. feerned to 

affect his hearers greatly, for they perc~ived 

fom-e birds flying off in great liafte, and 

others meeting them; many_ battles and 

dif put es enfued.. The little Redbrea.fls 

wondered at thefe circumftances ; at length 

Peckfv enquired the mea.p.ing 0f tlie buflle. 

This Chaffinch, re•ptied the father, is a Tell-· 

tale ; . it is inconceivable the mifchief he 

makes. Not tb~t ~e ,has fo much malice in 

fos nature, bu~ h~ lp,yes to hear hlmfelf 

~~a_!ter >-3&ncl ·~_here!9re ~~e-ri ~necdote he 
(~_!t 
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cnti collett" he tells to all he meets, by whicll: 
means he often raifes quarrels and 2inimo-

fities ; neither does he flop here, . for he 
freque·nt1y i~verits the tales he relates. 

As the Redbreafi was fpeaking, the 
Chaffinch alighted on .the fume tree. . O, 
my old friend, faid lie, are you got' abroad 
in the world again r. r heard the ~inn et •in 
the pear-tre~ fay, you were caught: fiealing 
corn, and hung· up as a fpettacle, but I 
thought' this coulci not be true ; . bdides, 
the B1ackBii-d. in the cherry-tree told me? 

that the reafon . we did not fee you as ufual 
Was, that you were· rearing a family, .to 
whorn, lie faid; you were fo fevere, . that 
the poor little creatures had no comfort of 
their lives. . . 

Whatever' you may liave heard, or 
whatever you may fay, is matter of indif
ference to me, replied the Redbreafi ; : but 

as a neighbour, I cannot help adviflng you -

to reftrain your tongue a little, and confi
der, before ·you communicate your intelli
gence, v.-hethe'r wnat' you are going to fay 
has not a· tendency to difturb -the peace of 
fojety_. 

·whilft Tie was thus advifing him, a flock 
of birds aifembled about the tree ; it' -cori

fi fted of thofe-to whom the Chaffinch had 
~ n cha.ttq-ing, who hewing come to an 

~xpla~ 
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explanation. witl{ each ·other, had detec\.ed 

· ~is falfities, _ and deter~ined to expel hint 
~he orchard; which tlfey did, with every 
mark of contempt and igr1orniny : aII the 
:J{edbreaft~ join~d in the puifuit, for even 
the little ones faw &is character in a de
teftable lighr, ·and formed a determination 
to a::void his fault. When the tell-tale was 

.. gone, th~ parry w&kh ptirfued him alight-:· 
ed all together: 'in tl}e fame walk, and ·a:~ 
fnongfi tlk~ ~he . Redf)reafis difcovered-

. mc1;ny of their' old friends, with w horn they 
pow renewed th~ir acq·uaintance, knowing 
tney fhoµId foon be releafed from famif y ' 
cares r and the y OUTTg on~s paired a happy: 
day. in this cheerful a~emb1_y : but at<l'ehgtn; 
tne hour of repofe· approaclied, when each 
µidividual. fled to. .his refting-pface ; c:ind. 
the Redbrea.fts,. after fo .fa~guing ~ day, 
fell af1ee'p. . 
· Let us leave them to e~joy the comfort 
.of the . neft, and enquire af rer their yo~ng 

-benefactors, -. 
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CH AP, XYIL 

~ A S foon as the breakfaft things were 
Il. removed ~t Mrs. Benfon's, fhe in .. 
formed her fon and daughter, tl1at ilie in
tended to take them . with her to Farmer 
,vi1fort's, where ilie made no doubt they 
would . pafs a happy day ; and defired 
them go and get equipped for the journey,, 
\,Vhilfi {he dre!frd h~rfolf. 'rh.:; young folks 
~beyed without hefitation, and having gi
ven their maid very ·fi1 i,:l in junctions to 
feed Robirt and the· Linn~t, tl1ey attended 
their mamma to the coach ; and after a 
delightful ride arrived at the farm-houfe, 
where they were rec~ived with the utmoft . 
ref pelt by Mrs. \Vil[on. 
· Farmer vVilfon was a very worthy manJ· • 
p offefted of a great !hare of narural good 
fenfe and benevolence of heart. I-le had, 
by his indufiry, acquired fufficient to pur
cha[e the fa rm he lived on, and had a fair 
p rofpect of making a c01p fortable provi!ion 
for a numerous family, whom he b:ought 
up with the greateft care, and ta11ght th9n1 
all to be 1nerciful to the cattle which were 
~mplo) ed in his bu£0cfs: .. 
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His wife wa.s a moft amiable woman; , 

and had received. a good education frofti ! 
her father, ·~-no· was formedy Curate of tbe 
parilh. This good man had ftrongly im
p_lan.ted in-his d~~ghter's ~ _ind the Chrifiian 
doctrine of ,UNIVERSAL CHARIT~~. 
which fhe exetdfed, n·ot only towards· tpe 
puman fpeciesj-but alfo extepded.irte poul:'., · 
try, a_hd· _every .living creature wliicli ·,itwas 
her-province to manage .. . · . _ , 

1'-:1i-s. Bcnfori knew-' tlfat lier · ch'ildren' 
~v.ould here· have an ; cpportunity o( fee-: -
ing ~any different! ~~imal_s_ tr_eated · with · 
propriety ; and it ·was on · this ·acccmnt that~. 
fhe to9k them wiin ner ,: tnougn fhe her-·· 
fdf complied witfi· an invitation ilie hid; 
toceived tn-e day .. before,.. and vifited ,thefe . 
good -people .from· a . motive of fincere re--:T 
fpea. . 
:. As foon a~ they \Vere feat~d;., .~rs. i,yii.: 

fort·rega~ed her young guefts. with a p1e_ce 
of' nice cake,_rnade by lier daugh~er Betfy~:, 
a little girl of fwe~ve years ol~, who fat -by,:, 
e~joying ·_with ,a fecref delight, the nonour 
which the little Lady· and ·centle_man did.' 
t~ fier performance. . It · hap}?en~d _fortu~ 
nhel y to be a cool day, and Mrs. Benfon 
e~re~e~·a de~re · to walk. al;ot:t and fe~-
the a.m. . , · , 

. ' ',, • • I - . I . • - 'I~ 
• ' • ...... '\,. J •-: 
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Jn tlie firfi place, Mrs. Wilfon !hewed 

her the houfe, wh~ch was in every ref~& 
perfectly neat, , and- in c~mpl~at ord.er-:· 
She then took h~r guell into her - dairy, 
w'hich was well fl:ored with milk and cream, 
butter and chee(e. From hence they went 
to vifit the poultry-ya·rd, where the little 
B.;nfons were-exceffively delighted indeed ; 
for there were a number of cocks antl

hens,. and. many broods of young chick.ens,
befides turkies and Guinea hens. · 

All the fowls . exprefled the -grea;tefi joy. 
at the fight of Mrs. \iVilfon and ti~r daugh-
ter Bctf y ; the cocks celebrated their arri-. 
val by loud and cheerful, crowings; the 

hens gave notice of their ap.rroach by cack
ling, and a(fembled. their mfant train to 
partake of their bounty ; the turkies anct 
Guinea fowls, ran· to meet them~-a number, 
of pigeons- alfo alighted from a pigeon
houfe.. Bet[ y f cattered amongft them th~ 
gra1n which fhe carried in her lap for 
the purpofe, and feemfcl to have great 
pleafure in diihibuting it_ Wh:-n their 
young vifitors were f.a tisfied with feeing 
the poultry fed,. Mrs. W1lfon £hewed thtm 
the hen-houfe, and oth~r conveniencie, 
provided for them, which were excdlentiy 
calculated to make their lives con1fort
~ble; and th~n orned a little. c!oor, · which 

· . led .. . 
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l~d- to a meado·.v, wh~re the fow1.s were 
·' often indulged· to ramble and refrefh them ... 
f~lves.. . .O~ ,feeing her -approach this p~~ce 
t~1e whple party. collected, an1 ran into 
the meadow-; like a troop of fchool-ooy~ 
into their play-ground. 

You, Mrs .. WiLon, a.nd your daughter~. 
mufi have .great amufetne~t with th½fe·• 
pretty creatures, faid 1\llrs. :Benfon. ·we· 
have indeed, l'vfadam, a'.rid great profit too, 
for they furnifh us with a vaft- number of 
eggs and chickens, not' only for our own 
-o[e,. but for . th~ market · a!'o. And can 
you prevail 9.n_ yourfelf to kiH tfrefe fweet 
cr½atures? faid Mifs Benfon. Indeed, Mifs> 

~ I cannot, faid Mrs. ·wilfon, and never did 
kill a chicken in my life ; but it is an ea[ y 
matter to find peop1~ _capable of doing it;
.:md there is an abfolu te neceffity for fame 
of them to die, for they breed -fo fafi, that · 
in a fhort time we fhould have more than 
we could poflibly' feed: but I make it -a 
rule to render their lives as happy as po_ili
lJe, 2nd nev~r fhut th <:m up to fatten any 
longer than I can help7 · ufe no cruel me
thods of cramming them, nor confine the1n • 
'in a fituati~11 where they can fee othi:r 

.. fowls at liberty ; neither do I take the 
chickP.ns from the hen t1Il ihe herfclf d:

. ferts then11 nor fet h:::ns upon ducks eggs .. 
' - . l o: ten 
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• I often regret, faid lvlrs. Ben(on,- that 10 

·111any lives fhould be facrificed to preferve 

ours; but we rnuil <:at arti1nals, or they 
would at length eat us, a:t leaft alr that 

.would othe1:wife fupport us._ 
Whilil this cortverfation paffed, Mafier 

_Frederick h~d followed th~ fowls into the 
meadow, _ where the turkey-cock, taking 

hi~_for an ~nemy, had attacked him, ::ifld 
frightened him fo much, that he cried out 
for _help : :8et[y "\iVil fon ran to his afiiftancej 
and foon· caln1e:d his fears.· 

The farmer's wife next propofed (but 
with many apologies for offering to take 
.the111 to .fuch_ a place) to fhew thern her 
pig-fries. The nan1e of a pi-g---fiy gene--
_rally conveys an idea of nafiinefs, but 
_whoever had feen thofe at Farmer Wil-
.fon:s, would. hive h~d a very different one . 
... I'hey were neatly paved, and wafhed do\vn 

every day; the troughs in which they fed 
\vere frequently fcoured, and the water 
they drank. was alwavs fweet and whoJc
fome. Th~ pigs themfelves had an a~
pea;:ance of neatl).efs, which no one could 
have expetled in fuch kind of animals; 
and though they had not the ingenuity of 
the learnc;d pig, there was really fomething 
intelligent in their gruntings, ~nd a very 
droll arch exprdlion in the eyes of fcn1e 

of 

.. 
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6f tl1e1n. -_ ~ r1;ey kne·w ·. thei.r benefatt.ors; 
and found m~an~ of tefiifyi'ng their. joy at 
feeing therri; w hicff was· increafed w neri' a 
E,oy, whom Mrs. Wilfon had orderecl' to 
bring fo1J}e b~a-ri-fhell's; emptied hi,s b~!ket 
15efore them. · Now a contefi. enfued who' 
fliould fra:ve th~· l'~rgefi Q-i~re,: anl~a·c]i be::.. 
gan· puJhing _the other ~fide· ancf ~i.Ifnng· as 
-fa'fi: a~ h·e could,' ·left they ·m.e>uid nave more.: 
tban himfelf. 
, Mi'5 Benfon fai~f fiie ' c6nll not b.ea,r to' 
_fee (u~h g reed_inefs'. · _Jt- is indeed, r~plied 
1\1rs. · Benfor:f, very difagreeabte, even . in 
f uch creatures . as , tl\efe, but fibw· · rim di 

··more fo in' the·~ hfaman· fpecies ;-· and yet 
how frequ¢nt i~ this _fault ambhgfi· children: 
i'n particula~ ?- ~ray look at tnefe pigs, ·Fre
. derick, · and· teU: me, if you never ·rem~m.:.. 

- ·Der to haye m~l~ with" ·a· Ihtl:e boy who eaf 
f~ra w berri~s ;as the(e . pigs do bean-fhells·l 
Fied~ri~k'~ _chee~,s at . this queJl:ion"- were 
cov~red_with' cbnfcious -~lu1hes; on_ whie;f1 
inamm) kih-d1'y ktffod .him, and· faid, "fhb 

. 'hoped . h'e . had feen enOUJ~li of greedinefs 
to-:da y, to ferve him for a·_ le.f.f0n- as long as 

- he l1ved. · . 
J n a fe-pnrate fiv was a fo .v with a lit~er 

of young pigs. . This was a very pleafing'.' 
fight indeed to M1il:er Frederjck, who 
long_ed· to have one of. them t9 play witlr; 

. . but 
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but Mrs. Wilfon told him it would make 
th~ fo:,.v very ang,ry, and her grunting.; 
vrould_ terrify him as much as the turk.ey_-:
cock had do"rie ; . on _whi_ch Ire dropped lii·s·· 
requeil:, but .faid he iliould like to keep fuch 
a little creature. · 

If it would always ~ontinue little, Fre
derick, faid Mrs. lt~nfon, it would do very 
wefl; but it will perhaps grow as large as ·. 
irs 1nother, arid wh:1t fhall ,ve do then ? 
Familiarized by the kind treatment which 
I am fure you would g1ve it, ,ve ihould·. 
hav~ it foIIowing you into the parlour, a!:d 
perhaps run grunting after you into your 
bed-chamber.- I mvfdf knew an: inilance 
of a perfori who nurfed up a ftck pig, whicn 
ac1:ually ran after her to church, r.nd be
carrie. _the moft troubkf0111e -thing yon c;an 
conceive. ! 

I f uppofe your pogs are· v-e·ry profitabie 
ns well as y0u'r poultry, 1\1rs. \Vilfon ? Yes., 
Madam,. replied fhe, we cure a good deal cf 
bacon, and pickle a qliantity of pork; we feU: 
a great manv fucking pigs, fo that. we are 
well paid for keeping them ,;- and I never 
fuffer them to be neglect ed in any p~ rti
cular, and h::tv"' the pl -: afore of thinkiDg, few 
pigs are ha prier th:-m mine. But I fear, . 
Ladies, )'GU, will be tii·ed with flaying here;, 
~vill it oe agreeable to you· to t~te ". l;a!k. 

lll 
> : • 
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i,ri _ the _garden? With all my heart, -fa.id 
Mrs. Benfon. . . 
. Mrs: Wilfon then c_onducted_- h·~r gµeff.5 
info a gard~t1, which .abounded with -al} 
~inds · of veg-~tables for too tabf e, quan
titie3 of fn.i~t, and a variety of flowers. 
1\1ail:er Frederick: lop.ged ~o- fa~e _ forri~ . of 
t~e' delica·cre_s which prefented thenifelves · 
to hi3 _eye, ,b~t he ~ad been taught never 
to gather fruit or ffowers with9ut: feave-1 -

- 66r afk for any .: however, . Mrs. Wilfon; 
with · his rri:amma1

~ permiffion, treat_ed hi!T' 
and his ·ftil-1:r with [o~e fine apples an~ 
pears, whid} Betfy gathered and prefented 
m cabbage leaves, and fhen took them to 
n fhady arbour, wh~re they fat . and en-

T ;.ioyed their feafi, - Afrer w~ich th~y went 
t9 fee the bees, who were at work 111 gfafs-: 
L.;V,,,.;r . lli ._,,.~.· 

.. 

' CH AP. ·xvnr. 
. ~ 

T HIS ilght of the bees was a gr_eat en-· 
tertainment, not only to the children, 

but to M :-s .. B~nfon . alfo, . who was exc~ 
fively p1ea(ed with the ingenuiety and in
'dufiry with .which thefe i-nfods collected 
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tbeir honey and wax, form~d their cells; 
and deyaiited their fiore. She 112d, by 
books, acquired a know ledge of the ria!"u
ral hiilory of bec-s, ,vhich enabled her tu ex
an1ine their work with 1nuch greater fatis
fo.~ion, than fhe would have received from 
the fight of them, had fh~ been only taught 
to confider them as ljttle flinging crea- . 
t:.ires, w horn it was dangerous to approach . . 
'"I'his is quite a treat to 1ne indeed, faid fhe 
to l\1rs. \Vilfon, for I never before had an 
opportunity pf fez-ing bees woTk in glafs. .. 
hives. \V hy, lVfadam, faid the gocd wc
man, few will be at the expl'.'nce of them; 
~nd indeed rny neighbours laugh at me, 
and caU me very whi1nftcat and extrava- ' 
gant for indulging m ~·felf with them ; but 
I Bnd my account in keeping bees thus, 
even upon a principle of reconomy; for as 
I do not defiroy them, I have greater num..,. 
hers to work for me, and more honey every 
ye:tr than the la.ft, notwithfianding I feed 
1ny bees in the winter. I have made ac
quaintance with the queen of every hive, 
wbo will ccme to me \:l,1henever I call her, 
a r:d you fhall fee one "of their majefties if 
you plea[e. 

On this fhe cB llcd, in a m~mner to which 
ti1~ 1nh~~bitants of the h~ve they were look
i;1g ~wt) \Yt:re a~cuilom~d to, and a l.irge 

bee 
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bee toon ,fflttled on · her ,hand ; in an 1n: 
ftant after ibe was covered, from head to 
foot, with bees. J\1ifs .·Benfon was-quite 
-t~rrified, 1efi t'hey ibould fling, and Frede
r~ck ran crying ~way,.; 'but Mr~: -\.VHfon 

. aifured them the .little creatures_,would Q.Ot 
,do-any mi[chief, if ,no one attempted to 
. catch them. <Bees are, in their natural diG-
ppfitions, very ha!'rnlefs creature.s, J . affure 
iou, :I'viafter ·Benfon, faid fhe; though I own 
. tpey will certain! y fiiIJ;g .li-1:tle boys \\ ho fn.., 
qeavour to ~atch them 'in order to fuck their 
~ag of honey, or take out their fling: but 
you fee, th~t though I have hundreds about 
me, ,and .even on my face and arms, not on~ 

. offers to · do me an injury ; a.nd I believe 
the wa[ ps feidom fling but · in their own 

. defence. She then threw .,up her hand~ 
which the queen b~e regarded .as a ftgna:l 

,qf difmiffion, and ,flew .:away in great fin.te, 
f urrounded by her g.J.:.ards, and followed by 

_ . th~ refi of ·her fubjects, each ready to lofe 
his own life in . .the ·defence of ·her's. 
· There is fo.rnething very wonderful, faid 

Mrn. B::nfor.i, in the 'ilrong :attachment 
t.1-iefe little ,,creatures bave to their fove
r·eign, and ,:eryinfiruEth,e· tqo. 1 wifh our 

.,good King I could fee aH ·h1s fu~jects fo 
dofdv uni ted in bis in!erefi ! ,,~hat fay 

, ,you, ,F .cederick, V(Ould you _figh~ for yot_i.r 
. King?. 
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t:ing? -Yes,·rnam1na, if papa wouid---That 
l affiire you, -my dear, he certainly would 
do, if there were occafion, as loyally as the 
·beft Bee in the wodd ; and I beg- you wiJl 
remember vv·hat f ROW teli you ~s Ieng as 
you live; That it is ycur-duty to -love your 
lCing, for he is to be c0n[1derecl as the fa
t]1er c f his C()tmtry. B ut, ·m-2:mma, faid 
Frederick , it is the O!lee-n t-hat the ·Bees 
loYc>, 2.nd we h::ve ~ quet:n too. ·Yes> n1y 
dear,. V<" have fo ; and I believe her ma.,. 
j eil:y is as •much honoured ·by 'her fubjects 
as a queen bee in :her hive, though f.he ·has 
not fo full a ccmmand over them;. for it is 
a king that govnns England as your par,a 

.. gove;ns his family, and the queen is to be 
confidered as the mother of the country_ . 
But before we take .our leave of the bees, 
let 1ne obferve to you> my dears, that feve
r.al inilrufri-,~c tefrons -may -be taken frc1n 
their cxc1,mple. If fuch li.Hle infoa-s res thefe 
perform their daily tails with {o rnuch ala-

. crity, furely rt -mufl: be a -f11~me for chil
dren to be •idle, and to fret, becrn fe they 
are put to learn things which will be of tb~ 
ut1noil: C{)Dtfquence t-O the1n in the e;nd ; 
and "'hich would ·indef'd co~duce to their 
.prefent },~pp::nefa, \.Yculd they but 3pply 
·to t.n~-n with .a ;Nilli1;g mind. 

_S.jcnce 
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- 'Scien·ce of various ·kinds prefents . itfelf. 

to the human race,'as ·t11e different flowers 
offer themfelves to bees ; and nothing is 
wantip.g to e:K:tract the f weets, but an appli,.., 
cation of thofe faculties of which they are 
by nature, poife:lfed. · As the induHrious 
bee flies fuccei1ively to every fragrant plant · 
within his reach, fo do you, my dear' chil.,. · 
dren, go fr9m one branc_h of knowledg'e to
~nother ·: but obferve, the bee does Iiot fly' 
giddily _ from ~ower to flower, n1erely to 

- take a tranfient vi_ew of its beauties, he 
iefl:s on each, till he has obtained all that 
will an r #er _his . purpofe : in1i tate him in: 
this particular alfo, and b~ not hurried on, 
by vain curiofity, fron1 book to book, ·[o 
as to g~in only a · fuperficia1 knowledge in 
the different parts of your education ; but 
remember, lhat the bee applies rhe mate-
ria..ls he collects to purpofes valuable to ·· 
.himfelf; aIJ.d to the ~ommunity to w-hich he 
helongs. · 

B ·.1t -c01ne,.Mrs. \Vilfon, ,vemufl:, ·if you ' 
pl~afe, t4ink of retiring from this place~ 
for if ,.ve flay 'here 1nuch longer, we fhall 
not have time tq· enjoy the p1eafures you 
have in referve for us, On this Mr,s. vVil
fon fa_id, fue wl1s ready to wait on them. 

As they ,valked alcng, Mifs Benfort tcok 
~otke of a v~ariety of beautiful infe&, ~nd 

· Frederick 
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-} rederick fo for forgot •hi.rn CcH: as to 1"1..11' 
after a n10th and catch it ; but his man1ma. 
obliged hi1n to let it go i-1nmediately. 
Don't you think, Mrs. Wilfon, faid fhe, 
that it is very wrong to let cbildren catch 
butterflies and moths ? Indeed I do, Ma
dam, replied the gcod ,voman. Poor little 
cre,atures, whati1~jury can they do us by 
flying about? In that ft.ate at leaft they 87(~ 

harmlefs to us. Caterpillars and fnaiis, it 
is true, \ve are obliged frequently to de
il-.roy, on account of their deY-ouriBg frn:t 

--and· ,~egetables ; but unlefs they :1.bound 
fo as to be likciy to do a real injury, I ne

.-ver let t11em be meddled w i ~h. I oftea 
· think of 1ny good father's maxim, ,vhi_h 
was, " Never to take away the life of airf 
creature, unle[s 1t was neceffary fer the 
benefit of mankind.'~ " Whilit th~re is 
food and rcorn enough in the ,-vorlc.i for 
them and us, let them ii ve and er joy t11 '~". 
b1eflings they were fanned for," he \VOL:!d 
fay. 

' 

vVhen I w'1s a Ettie girt, faid :'.\·1r~. Ben--
fon, I had a great propenfily ~o c. tt,.::~1i:-1g 
flies and other 1nfeets, but rny father ~-:1.d 
an excellent 1nicr-ofcope, in v-,1 :1ich be the\--
ed me 3. nu1nber of different ob jet: s; 1

.J'_r 

this means I learnt, that even the n1ii1ute·~i: 
~re.a tu res might be ~.s fufceptibl~ of p[lin ~-; ~· 

H E-:} frlt ; 
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,i11yfeif; and I declare I cannot put an-}' 

1:hi~g to death, without fancying I hear its 

·hones cr3Fk, .an1 that I fee its blood gufh-
ing from its veins and arteries ; and fo 

far from ·having?- pleafure in killing even 

the· difagreeable :infects which are trouble.,. 

,fo1ne in houfes, I aifure you I cannot d~ it 

·. myfelf, nor fee ,,it done without pain;. ancl 

_yet they .certainly 1nay be conf1dered as 

enemies,, and as fuch we -'have a right to 

defiroy them: 
To be fure, ·Madam, faid Tv1rs. Wilfon,· 

.for witho!Jt cleanl1nefs we could not enjoy 

· hedth. ILgoes againfi me to demoliib .a 

fine (pider's web, and yet they make -a 

houfe look .v.ery dirty ; -·but I feld01n have 

.-any in 1nine, for ~ took care, \vhen I firfi 

,earn~ to live in it, to dei1roy the nefis, and 
th~ old f piders, finding there was no fecu-

··i ty for tht'ir :young ones -here, have foi
faken th~ houfe ; ~nd I ·an~ inclined to 

th!nk, that the fame vigriance -in ref pett to 

other difogreeable ~nfects, \Yould have th.e 

fr. me effect. -
Doubtlefs~ faid Mrs. Benfon; but pray 

tell 1ne, do you defiroy the webs of garden 

f piders alfo? Not unlefs there are fo many .. 
as to be troublefon1e ~l,nd difogreeable, r~-

'.plied Mrs. Wi-Jfon. · I fuou·ld not myfelf 

:li!~ .to have the fr~!its of m y induihy de-
,: . d,,,., .. n1:11-. c-d 

'-)l 7";- ~l Ll \.. ' 
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111olii11ed, nor 1ny littles ones taken oi..t of 
r-ny arn1s, or from their warm becfa, rind 
crufhed to death. I a1n of opinion, faid 
Mrs. 13enfon, that it wou·ld be a good way 
to accufiom one's {elf, before one kills any 
thing, to change 'iituations With it in iml
gination. 

For infiancr, if I accidenta-lly difiurb an 
ant's nefl, inftta<l of crufhing the little crea
tun~s with thoughtlefs inh•1manitv., 23 a fr t 

~ j 

of infignificant atoms, I can fanc_y tl:ern 
appearing to 11).e of the forne r.1agnitudc a 
microfcope wouid fhew thnn, and c-:1.c of 
them ad<lrefiing 1ne in this 111anne-r :
"' Step aGde, I entreat you, and let 1.n~ ond 
n1y affociates pafs in fafet_y, that \re n1~-rr 
repair th~ mifchief you have done to uu~· 
city. The rnag:12.ine of corn is fallen ir, 
and I fe~u mv dear parents are buried ii, 
the ruins ; I heat the bi11c-ntations of 1ny 
1nate for the dang;er of our little. on~s ; 
arid beheld t\\'O of n;i y deai· friends, \\• Lor:1. 
:vou have trcd uron, in the agonies 0f 
death. Why do y0u treat v:ith Cuch b~u
barity a fot of innocent beingB, who h~v~ 
11ever \vilfull_\· done you the iea ft in_ju;y? 
Do we ever Hing th~ hurnan rac-~ but in 
()Ur O\Vn defence? Do you reailv \v~nt the 
fi uit we c:i.t ? l\nd C3 n the finaJI quan tit\' 
of cc-~·n v.;e ·heard tin te rni-frcd fr01n ymff 

1-I 2 J)l1~r. tif u 
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· j_?lrn-fiful fi:ores? Is it not misfortune enough 

for us, that we are the prey of ~irds, but 

. ;nuft n1ankind, to ,vhom thoufands of us 

would not afford even a fingle men.I, dc:

·. firoy us for fport? Oh! rather ye, whofe 

. ,beart,_s are alive to the fentiments of hmna
nity, plead _our caufe to · the thoughtlefa 

.part of your pwn fpecies, and; as lords of 
rhe creati:on, drive away from .us -thofe ll2T 

.. tural enernies, \vhich you rnay fee darting 

, down to devour us ! If you -love ycur o·wn 

. offspring, th~.nk of .ours ; if you would be 

profperous in your own occupations, pro7 

. tect thofe who afford a ldfon of induftry, 

which the v.(ifeft .of 1mankind has recom,. 

mended to your ·ferious confid~raticn." 

. Indeed, ~Madc:1n, ,faid Mrs. \V ilfon, I 

have often wifhed that poor dumb crea-• 

tures had fc1nebpdy to fpeak for then1; 

1nany _an inr.occnt -iife \'~,:_ouid then be faved, 

\:\ hich is now defiroyed to no ~nd. 
\ V ell, fa id -Harriet, I a1n f urc I fhall nf.~ 

· ver kill :,ny tliipg, without firfi 1nngnify-

1·ing it in my mind, ~nd thinking what it 
. would Cay for itfelf if _able to fpeak. Thrri, 

1ny_ dear, I will e11gage .for you, replied her 

mam1na, that yon will _put _ but . very few 

Geatures to d eath : but in o;-der to have 

.... a p;oper notion of their JorH1, and tc:> l-e 

... c.102.ble of maki:ng dwfe jdca-1 fpeeches., 
i,; _f ' _)~QU 
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you mufi fiud y Natural Hiffory i from'. 
,vlience you wil-1 learn; how wonderful 
their conftruclion is ; h6:n carefuliy and 
t~nderly die inferior creatures provide for 
th~ir young; how i,ngenious _their various 
~111'.ployrri~nts are ; how tar .they are fro1n . 
harbouring- 1112.Iice ~gainft ~he human fpe
tics ; and how excellen t,l y they are inform ~ -
e.d and infl:ructed by . tlfoir great Creator,. 
for the enj'oyment of -happinefs in tbeir dif-- :. 
ferent cla£fes of exifience, which. happinefs : 
we have certainly no right wantonly to 
difiurb. Be!ides, it is really _9- rrieannefs 
to defiroy any creature m~rely becaufe it 
is' little; and . in children, pa~ticularly ab-· 
furd to· dcl 10; for, upon this pri"n.ciple, 
they mufi th~mfel~es expect to be con-· 
itantly ill-treated _; though no ar:imal fiands 
fnore in need of t~ndernefs than tl}ey do 
for many yea.rs, • from th~_ ti1r1e of their 
con11ng. into the worrd : and even men and 
wo1n!n 1night ~xpect to be annihilated, by 
th~ po'.ver of the gl'eat CREA TOR. 

N ;;i thet do I knovr how we can precifelJ 
call any ~hing great or (i(tle, ftnce it iS> oniy 
fo by comparing it with others. An ant 
o_! fly may appear to one of its own fpe
cics, whvfe eyes are formed to fee thofe · 
parts which we cannot difcover wi thout 
gl 1Jes, as confi&:rable as 1t1er1 a!'ld . wornen 

I-I 3 d~ 
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"<lo to f'aGh dther : and to cteatures of the 
dirnenfions of a mite, one the· Jize of an 
ant -doubtlefs looks· formidable and gigan~ 
tic. I therefore tl}ink it buf jufiice t0 view 
infects with micr:ofcopic eyes1- before we co1n
n1it crue1 devafiations ·a:mong them· .. 
. ~uring this converfation Mafter · Frede-· 

rick kept running about, making choice of 
.flowers, which Bet(y Wilfon- gathered and · 
form~d int0 nofegays for his mamma, his 
lifter and. himfelf. · 

.- Pi+\5 -

•• I I 

CH AP. XIX. 

·T·. ·HE next pl-ace Mrs. \Vilfon· !ook ~er· 
, guefts to wa_s a farm-yard, m which, 

w-a? a large horfe--pond,- Here her. y0tmg 
"'ri_fi.tors were delighted _with the 11ppearance 
of a number of geefe an<l ducks; fame 
\~'er~ 'fwi°n?-ming in the water,. fome diving, 
others rooting in the rn-ud to fee what fith 
or worn1s _they could flnd. 

It appears very fin1nge to me, faid ~1ifs 
J3enfcn, that any creatures can take delight 
j n ma.kin~ th~mfelves fo dirty : and yet, 
replied Mrs. B::nfon, how many children do 
1he fa:ne,. w~thout having any (;xcufe _f o~ _ 
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~tr The du~ks and geefe grub abo:.zr fo lti- · 
fearch of the ncceffaries of.life; bbt I have 

· foen boys- do it merely for sfiver.fion, and 
fometi1nes at the hazard of thGir lives. 

Very tr~e,, Maclain; faid Mrs. Wilfon ;· 
my li.ttle Neddy had like . to have been• . 
d rowned, no· longex• ago· than laft Mon
day. He is a little ventur~forne. rogue, and 
ri1ns through thick -and th.in w hep· plea(ure 
is in view, but I fancy h~ will not hunt 
ducks abouf any mdre _: far m-y parf, I do 
rlot like any <?f my' ~hil1ren· fhould n1ake · 
fpo:·t of teazing ani1n.a.Is. · I wifh eve:y · 
creat;ire I keep to e1;1joy h:'tppinefs to th~ · 
d~y of i_ts ·death; and when it m_ufi be kill
ed, fo have it difpatched- by the · quick.efL 
me~ns poilible.- . . _ _ . 
. I-lave you -any fifh here!': faid Frederick.' 

I- believe Rone of ~ny cq~fequence, Sir ; · 
the ducks a-!'J.d geefe would take care that- · 

- none (hould:g;'"ow to' any confiderable !ize ; , 
but there are plenty in a pond wh'iGh you · 
vyill fee in the next field, and I hope to 
have th~ pleafure __ of feeing you-, at dinner, 
e·,1t of fmne perchsvhich_ wern caught there. 
Somdin:ies we · catch fine ~arp ·and tench,. 
hut. only with nets ; for rtei-ther my goccf- , 
min nor r can bear- the c ruel diverGon of 
~ ngling ; nor do we allow our children to-. 

H 4-· follow-
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foliow it, from a notion that it h:ii:dens~ tfie~ 
heart, and feads _fo idlenefs; 

Pra.y,, :q1am1na, faid Mils Han:iet, . is.. it r 
1 ight to catch fifh r I Thould think, as· they-.: 
live in ,vater, and we upon. la11d, we have· 
no bufinefs with · them. You would wifu ~ 
every or1e then, my dear,. to keep to th€ir 
own element r Your- fentiment is a gG·oct ·
c-n~ in many ref pects~ but it muft· not be . 

- extended fo fat ££s to ·forbid- the·catchirtg. of 
:fifh. M3:n has dominion over the Bili, as · 
well as over beafis and fowls, and many of 
them -are excellent food for · mankind ; and 
the afionifuing-in.~rea[e of- tBem thews that: 
they are defighed to be' fo ; for w_ere a II 
that are fpawn:'.:?d to grow to-full fize, tf1ere 
would f oon be more than our p,mds~ or · 
even'. tha~ the fea itfelf would hold; · and 
they· .woul:f be fiarved ; therefore there ar~ : 
t :e fame reafons for' 0ur feeding~ on· them : 
;is -on-pot;ltrJ, but we''fhould be ver-J care-; 
ful to: difpatch th~in_ as qu-icldy as p:,flible. 

Some people are_ cruel enough to roaft : 
Iobfiers aEve, whofe cries I have been_ told 
:1re dreadful to hear ; and others wiil Bay 
eels· alive, then put the1n ,vitnout their !kins ' 
into a pail of cold water, ~ and afterwards · 
c~t th ::m in pieces, artcf-thrbw them into a ·· 
frying-pan of boiling fat, where fometime-s : 
every feparate piece . wiH wreath about in 

agony~ 
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ag6ny.· T~us each poor fiili fuffers .as-:
many deaths as it is divided into piccef. · 
Now, Harri_et, tl)is cann~t be right, how : 
~ver authorize.d by cufiom ; therefore I 
hope you never· vyiil f uffer ~uch things to 
qe done in- yo~1r kitchen when you keep 
houfe, but always give orders. that your 
lobfiers be put into boiling water, which 
kills them· foort;· and that your eels are
knocked on the head befC?r~ they are . fkin::
ned. This is dreadful eno~gh, though: 
little in comparifon- of what tnej- fu.ffer by, 
the other methods. - · 

Oh ! Il1'1:~'rna, fa~d- Harriet~ you· make 
me even fhudder ; I do not believe I fhall 
ever defire to eat ee~ ;- I i)1al1 be ·ready to. 
make fpeeches for ~y~ry _pie_ce as it lie~ in• 
a difh before me. But pray tell f!le; is it 
cruel to kill frogs and to~ds ? ·Afk Mrs. · 
"\Vilfon, -n1y d~ar, fhe has rriore to do w1tl1 
fuch reptiles than I have. "\i\Thy ·Mifs, re
plied Mrs. Wilfon, I am . very fi.ngular in 
regard to fuch kind of c:-eatures ;· and 
though I by no means like to have them 
in my houfe, do not make an· outcry, and 
Co!]-dernn every one to a violent cieath -
y:hich is accidentally found i:1 111y cellars, . , 

~x oth~r places_; on the contrary, I gene
_;ally foe it thrown· into a d ' tch tt forne 
diita-nce to tlke its char..-cc. Tb.-~re are 

;H 5 many-
..., 
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' ·l'fiany birds . and water-fowl that feed ' Olt 

young frogs and toads, whit~i•wilF in · ge-

neral keep them from mu-~t1pl:ring; fo as to 

b~ nuifonces to us; and.,j-r :· is time enough'· 

for us to take · arms ag~inft th'en1, if there 

happens to be a vei-y ·extraordinary increafe 

of th~m: My ·good man_ is· as· particular 

in ref pea: to··rnbles; if he finds th'em· in· hls-

garden, or" any other part of hi~ grcunds 
where they can do mi{ch1ef, he has -them -

killed, 'bur · never f uffers them · to be mo-
Jefted when they are .. harmlefs. Neitlier 

does he hunt, or pennit any one belong

i~1g to him to hurrt after fnakes :; .fer he 

-f1.ys~ that i( they are not difiurbed~ they 

will not come from their fiaun-ts tb annoy 

us ; and to ki-11, for tlie fake of kHling, is· 

cruel. 
· Pray, ' fv1rs. vVilfon~ faid- Frederick, do 

J7our · fons ever · go a· bird~F-nefiing ?- They 
had better not- let me know it, if they do, 

{aid· !he. _No, Sir, I hope I have not a 
child amongft my family capable of fuch 
barharity. In the courfe oT the fummer 

they generally have young birds to _nurfe, 

\·1ho· fall out of the nefr, or lofe their pa

rents, ·but are feldom l"ucky enough to raife. 

them; and we have only one in a cage 
wh~ch they reared laft fummer. Yet we 

~ave plpµty of finging; for the fweet crea..; 
'" !~~s,. 
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tures·; -finding _ they may enjoy themfelve§-.-. 
unmolefied ·in the trees, treat __ us with their. 
harmony .from -morning t~ night, of v, hich 
you had a f pecimen in the garden. Spar
rows, indeed, .my hufband is under the ne
ceffity of deftroying, for they are f uch de- -
vourers, . they would leave ~1im · but little 
corn to carry to market if he did not fhoot 
them ; but he never kills the Crows, be
caufe they are very f erviceable iri picking ~ 
up grubs, and · <?th~r ·thi_ng~ injurious to 
farmers ; -we only fet a. little boy to watch 
cur new-fown-grain,. who keeps making a 
noife, which _ elf~lt~ally _frightens them. 
0 ! faid Frederick, I nurfe young birds too, . 
I .have got ·a Linnet ·and a Rqbin R'ed~: - ~ 
breafi, and feed an hundred bdide. 

J\1rs. vVilforr fmiled, and turning away 
to Mrs. Benfon, faid, Now, Madam, we -
will, if you pleafe, -return. to the houfe, for 
I fancy by this ti1ne dinner is nearly ready, . 
and my hufband and fons are about com- :
ing home. 

Mrs. Benfon was a little tired with her 
ramble, and \Vas really impatient to fee 
Farmer \Vilfon and ·the refi _of his 8IL11abk 
family. \Vhen fhe drew near the houfe 
~e was m~t by the worthy m::m, \Vho -gave 
her a mofi cordial welcome, and J~tid h~ 
~ra: proud ti• f~e f-J · much gcod cc□ pcl . y , . 

Nnncy1 

, - . 
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Na:i.cy, the ·eldeft, dangbter;' to wh0~· t1ie-' 
mother had entru~ed the· care of inf pefil
:ing ·the atlditionat'coo~ery whieh fhe· had -
ordered~. and·who for l'nat reafon was-not 
10· be feen-in the- m0i.'ning, ri&.v made her. . 
-a,ppearance, dreffed ~th tlre moil peirfe& · 
n~a tnefs ;. health b10orried in. her- cheeks;. -
~nd cheerfulnefo and good-humour fparkledi ~ 
i~ foer eyes.. \i\Ti th t-his engaging C(?URte-• 

nance fue _ eafily prevailed on M2..fter Fre
derick to let ner place him: by her on ·the . 
xabk·, rouncl· whi-ch tf-ie two otner viiitf>rs,_ 
.the mailer and miHtefs ,of the noufe, -and·· 

the reft of' their offsprihg, conftlYmg of · 
1Thoma:s, a fine youth · of eighteen, four 
y·ounger boys, and little Bet[y, . wete: fo<ih'l. · 

feated·.-
. The table was· coverecf with plain food, . 

B~t by the good maq-iage111ent◄ of Nancy, .· 

who had' made an excellent · pudding, an · 

~pple-pie, and:. fom-e d-elicicn.rs cufiards, it · 
1nade a very good figure,: and Mrs. Benron
~1fterwar.ds _ of te-n declared,. that fhe had 
n·ever eBjoyed an entertainment fo 1nuch. -

It Wf!S confiderably heightened by t~ hap
py countenances of the who1~ family .. The 
fann~r, who was a jocofe ma:1, faid a num._ 
bcr of droll th~ngs, Vv hich diverted his little 
vifitors- . very !nuch, ~nd foon after dinner 

he begg~d l~a?e ~~ depart,;as he '-IY~s fb~cp-
!Jle~~~ng ¼-
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fhearing ;·· but ford, he thougEt t:Jle yot1n·g 
gentlefolks might be diverted with the fight, 
to invited the1n to pay him a \ ifir in the 
field, and Ieft Joe and Neddy to conduct 
fvlafier Frederick, 

c· HAP. XX. 

T J-1 E ... young. farme~s w_ere rn.!hcr fhy 
at nrfi, bemg afrmd that their guefis 

would laugh at their c0unt1:y talk; but 
when they obferved how politely they be- · 
haved- to their fifiers, they ent~red into · 
converfation, .. a.nd t0l<l Mafter Benfon an
hundred particulars about animals, with 
\ihich he was before un1cquainted; and he 
in return told all he kn~\V about his Red.: 
breafis and other penfiqner~. They then 
fhewed hi1n a. pr.etty cat with kittens, and a. 
bitch with two young puppies; the fatter 
,vere kept in a kennel, and the cat in a 
~able, v.here they \Yere wdl' f~pplied \h ith 
food. As Frederick knew that his fifier 

. was remarkably fond of cat~. he fiepped 
back to call her to look at thefe, v. hich, 
with her man1ma's permifiion, {he v.~s 
greatly plea[ed _to do1 C.?d lcnged to ha .. ,e 

• I th~ 
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-t1r-: kittens lo- nurfe. \V·h~eri ''f1ie~ returned,; 

- fhe en·quired whether the~do·gs and cats we~e 
ever pennitted r- t~t come .into the houfe? : 
Not whilH__they . haye young•ones, faid Mrs • . _ 
\Vilfon, . for they make a great deal of dirt,.; 
ah~ are very troublefome ·at that time ;..but ,. 
,vhen pnfs has brought up h::-r family, which· 1 

is d::figned for the fiable, fhe fhalI be ad...-· ·
rnitted among~ us ag~_in; fo·r ihe _is a v_ery 
ufeful creature~ -and -' delerv(5s -to be well :_ 
treat-~d, · but ·J ao not - fuffer my children · 
to handle her; I think it looks. very · ·ugly · 
for a-n-y one · to be all · over _ foratches. 
Daphne ·is: admitted ' to ,:a greaster iliare of· 
familiarhy ; fhe is very , faithful; and ex-· 

1 tremely good-natfrted -~; ·bµt we never feed : 
her in the houfe, for , there . is no doing f o--, 
wfrhout greafing ·th~ floors. . -_ . 

I am of opinio.n, . frtid-iVJl's. Bin:on, .that ,-
a . difference :foould ,. o~-ma.de betv.reei:1 our : 
treat:nerrt-of cq..ts-afild dogs. There ,is fqm~- · 
thing very fovage· in .the nature of the. for-· 
mer; and though . they certainly are _d~fe"rv- : 
i~g of our klhdnefa on account. of their ufo- -

· fulners,· yet tlr~y c:1nnot m·i!tke themfelves fo -
· ~o-teeable as dogs; and -.th:ire is-rcaHy fome- · 

:::, . 
1 thing very formidable in.-the!.C-- t-alEms and. .. 

teeth ·; and v:,hen. cnyaged, a _cat is-.,no.-,bett~~-: 
tl:ian a -little tygrefs. Befides, .were there, 
not dJng~r to -one's fdf m nurfing c:ats, c 

·' · there. · 
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fhere is no doing it v,1ithout injury to one'a' 
1inen ; for when pufs is befi pleafed, fhe .. 
generally tramples with her talons unfheath- · 
ed, by which practice many a nice apron 
has been tbrn. And even the ckanlin::fs 
of cats is injurious, for they ufuaHy have re
courfe to corners of chatrs; in order to rub 
the dirt' from their talons. fvlany people • 
have a great · dreatl of this rrnimal, and 0:3 ' 

that account it fbould not be ufed to come,, _ 
into rooms iI11 which a variety of company, 
is received ... 

As for dogs; tney are in general fo v~rr, · 
fucial, grateful, and pleafing, that the..7• 
foe1n formed to be the humble companior.:s, 
0f 1nankind-; and; if: kept in pr0per order1 -

n1ay be fam.iliarized with fafet-y; but then 
they fhould ·be well' educated, and taught· 
to know their difiance. Ar-id as there are 
Eiifferent fpecies of them, we fhould 1na!<.e· 
a prudent ferection, and not introdu~e into) 
the houfe great mJ.fiiffs or tall· greyhounds:·· 
neither muft we indulge thofe we domcil:i- ·
cate to too gieat a degree, for in that cafe 
they will become as tr0ublefom~ as en ts. 

Mrs. Benfon now exprefied her ddrre tv' 
f-:e the fheep-ilit>ariilg ; on which Mrs.-. 
vVilfon ~md her daught:-r conducted h:.:rr 
and Mifs Harriet to • the f d cl, ·where tkey
.il~~~ved at the conclufio11 of the operation ; 

and 
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and·~~ very pleafj.ng fight it was to behold· 
file happy creatures, who latelY. ·wa_ddled_ 
1:1nder a heavy, heating load,., relieved from: 
their burthen; leaping and frifking·with de..; 
J,fght, whilft th~ accumulate.q w'ool feemed,. 
as it lay, to promife c~m.fortable clothing 
for m~ny a naked wretch. an;i01=ig _the hu-· 
man. fpeci~s, . whq, d.efiitt:1te · o{ f~c-h·a fup
ply, wo'-lld be in danger ·of perifhing with 
cold in the enfuing winter. Mifs Har!iet
ebf:.rvcd th~ inn9:e_nt c0unt,eI_1_ances· of the· 

.1heep· a·nd lambs, and-· faid fne thoµght it wa.s 
a thoufand pi-ties to kill them.• I_t is fo, my 
di:af ,"(aid.her rriarn·ma, bt.it we mufi not in-- . 
dulge our feelings too far in-ref pect to ani..1 · 
mab ·w hith are given us for food-; all we 

f1Jv~ to·do is to a,voiq barbarity. . It is happy·. 
for them that they have no -apprehenfio_n of 
oeing killed~ . ancl therefore . en joy life in1 

peace and fecui.-ity to- t_he very· lafi ; and/ 
even wh-=n th'e knife is lifted'to _tl\eir tljr0ats;_ .. 

nre ign0rnrit o:f its deffinati0fl ; and when: 
t11e fatal blow is once ilruck, ai few ihug-_ 
gl~s put an· en_:-i t<? their r,ain f®r ever. But 
come, M~s. - Wilfon, will you -favour u~ 
wi.th a fight of your CO\"\Ts . With pleafm;e,
M.1da1n, they are. by _this time driven up: 
to b~ milked. She then conducted her vi-: 

fi tcrs-towards the farn1-vard . ., 

ro 



r r13 J 
Perhaps, Maclain, faid Mrs. Wilfon,. a-s ·• 

they walked· along, the young Lady and 
Gentleman may be afraid of h0rned cattle ? 
I believe, replied Mrs. Benfon, I may ven
ture to fay, that Ha.rriet has no unreafon ... 
able-fears of any living creature; it has 
been my endeavour t0 guard the minds of 
m f children aaainft fo difireffing tt weak~ . b __, 

nefs; but whether Frederick's heart has. 
acquired fortitude cnouah to enable hi1n 

t> 
1o venture 11ear Jo many- cows, I eannot tell. 
0 yes, marnma, cried Frederick, I would · 
fooner get up and ride into the )~ard on the 
horns of one of them, than run mvay. 
Well, we. fhall foon put your courage to 
th~ proof, faid Mrs. Benfon ;· fo tome a
long, Sir. 

As fQr my children, faid Mrs. ·vlilfon,. 
they are re1nar:cably cour:.:2:eous in re- · 
f peEt to an-irnals; afl tne cre:irures bd~ng-
ing to us are very harmlefs end gentle, · 
w hiGh is the natural confequence of kirid · 
treatment, :?.nd 110 perfon need be afraid of 
walking in any part of our grounds: but it 
is difficult to perfuade fon1e people that 
there is no danger, for they are apt to ima~ 
gin~, that every loofc horfe they fee will 
g~llop over th·::m, and tr.:a t e-v'ery crca ture 
with horns will ?:Ore and tt11s thcn:f. Very 
~+ue, replied Mrs. !Ln~cn; and I have 

known-
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knoi=n.- ma·n:\· as much afraid of a toad", a 
ffog, or ~, fpid:~r, ~ if certain death ·woul& 
b~ the confcquenceof rn,eeting; them·; when ·· 

- if thefe p::rfon~ WO'..dd- bur make ufe or· 
their reaf<?n, -th~y·wonld foon _be cBntinced, 
that Cuch: fears · are ill grm1nded. -· Frogs 

_ and toa_ds are· ·{ery harm-1::fs c-reat·ares, and- . 
fo far from:: 0.fferirtg an i[1:iury te any Euman: . 
be~ng they·111:.1y chance to- rn~et~-hop= away . 
wi~hraU poffible e:xpedit-ien, frem a dread of 
b.iing themfelves defiroyed ;• and {piders · 
drop -fudqertl.y down. with a _ view· to their 
o~n· prefer~ation .only; -and th::n;fore it is 
highly ridiculous to- be afraid of then1:' 
Horfes ·and oxen-are much more form'ida- · 
ble creatures ~ ~h::y ci rtai~ly _sould do u~ a.
g;e·at· deal 0 of mifchief, if they were: con- ,._ 
fcious ~f theii~ fuperior Hren·g_th -;-,. b_ut Pro-

. vldence has wifely ordained ·that th~y fhould· ... 
not ·be fo; and having given ·mankind .do
minion over them; has impla~ted- in -their · 
natures an n.we and- dread of the human 
fp::cies, whrch oc--eakon ·them to .yield-fub- · 
jecti9n_ to the Lords of the c:eat10~, "" l).~n -
·th-:y ex~rt. th<:ir authority in -a pfOp~r man- . 
ner. It is really a ' very w~~derful thing, ! 
Mrs. vV.ilfon; to· fee a fine· lively horfe f ub-· 
1nitting to the bit and ha;rnefs, o~ a drove
of oxen quietly rnarching under the direc-
. f I non o one mJn . 

· ·· ·. ;i?iay;· 
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Pray; mamm·a, faid Harriet, wliat dO ')~O~ 

tnean by faying, that Mmt is LoRD of the 
Creation P A·re all brute creatures fobjccl: 
to every man ? I cannot comprehend hew 
t}Jis c1n be. I will ende2vour . to explain
it to you, m-y dear, faid Mrs. Benfon, the 
next tin1 ~ we read the Bible together ; at 
prefent, I have only time to inform you, 
that the dread of mankind, which prevails 
fo generally a1nongft the inferior creatureli,i 
d~s not exift- in fo hlgh 3: degree, as ttv • 
rtnder every individual animal afraid- of 
every indi"vidual man: hnt _the human .fpe-
c:"es, that is, to fay, al[ '.ntm.hnd t1gether, 
have an und~ubted fuperio!'ity and dcw~-
n~on ·: 2nd there is no fpecies of ·animals, 
which, if celletted together, mankind cculd 
not fubdue; for though inferior tG many 
of then1 in "firength, men vaft ly cxeeed 
tben1 in number, a-nd h~ving the ufe of 
rurfon, can employ a variety or means to 
conquer the:m: and I make no doubt, that 
W8S the CX')e1·im""nt pofiible, to aflcmble·, 
each individual jpEcies, in op1:ofition to the • 
#j_~lwle r:zce of mankind which r.xiil: at cne· 
time upcn the c2rth, or e\·en an equal 

--n1..1·mber of them, the dread and fear which 
is inilinEtive in their Eatures, would operate · 
fo pov;crf ull Y on tr:-c h\'.art~ 9f the moil; . 

~ ferccieus-
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!erocious'·of them, as. to: prevent their at: 
fe1n·pting any co_nteiL _ . 

Ir· is oErfetv_abre,. -and--(}rews' at one~ the 
goodne_[s and' wi[clom nf- our great CRE·A-· 

'TOR, that · thofe crea~-ures, which are the _ 
tnofi: ufeful teius, a{e ,t~~e e~fieft tamed·; and 
yie-ld, ·_rrot only· fingly, buf i'tt ftock.s, 'to,. 
n1an)dn.d, nay, ·even to b9-ys. ~ 

· From· what . I have faid you rriufi per.; · 
ceive, that it : i's d greaf weak.rteis' for a hu
~n b~i;zg td be afraid of anH,ials. 

By this · tim-e· the party ~ere a·~"'."ariced: 
pretty_·n·~a-r t0' the fanff~yard-, . and Freqe_,· 
rick efpied-· one ·ofthe coy-1.s peeping over 
th~ gate; on , which,_ wi~h _a countenance . 

- exprdlive of fear, he r~n-haH:ify to his'i;n,arn~ . 
iria anu a.fkecf her, .\\Thether co_ws:could tofa• 
people over gates. and hedges ? I will nor' · 
a_pf wer fo filly -a quefiion,.: .F~e-deric-~7 faid. 
fhc ;· pr~y- look again~ · and _ you wilf p·er-

. ce-i've, · that it• is impofiible· for fuch _large·~ 
heavy creatutes to-do fo; _a·nd ,t11~fe inclo
frzr~s are made on-, purpofe to confine them'. 
,vi thin pr9per bounds. But did _ not y0u · 
hoaft ju.fl notv, that you could rjde on the · 
fmrn~ ·of on~ of them? 1"'hat I fhaU not re
quire );OU to do, f o-r it woufd· 'l!ery lik.dy . 
make the _cl'eature angry, becaufe cows are, 
not ac'cufi:omed to carr¥ any Ioad up9n . \ 
the~r hea{is; neither would ._-:I: allow you t~ 
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i-un aftef them with,, a fiick, or to·ma_ke ·a:nj 
_atte1npt te, frighten them; but if you _ap
. proach as a friend, I make ,no c;lou bt you. 
will be received as fuch; fo fummon your 

·courage .a.nd atte,nd us, the cows will no_t 
·hurt you, ·I can.a!fure you. 

Neddy vVilfon then began lattgl1ing; 
· .fr01n the idea that a boy -fhould be afraid .of 

a cow! which made Frederick afhamed of 
hi1nfelf; and -quitting ·his mam-~a's gown, 
by \V hich he ,had ·held fafi whilft fhe was 

. fpeaking, he laid hold .of -Neddy:s hand, 
and decbred his refolution to go ,as ne.ar 

· the cows as he would. I will.not take upcr;i 
. me to fay, that his. little-heart was perfeclly 
. free from ·pa-lpitation; ;bu,t that -lay in -bis· 
o\vn bofom., where none could difcover its. 
feelings but him[elf; fo let us giv:e -him cre-:

__ ..dit for as rnuch courage as w.e .can, and ac7 
knowledge hjm to be a noble little fellow, 
in thus trufiing himfelf ~rnongfi a nu1nb~{ 

,,.' of horned cattle. · : · · 

CH AP. ,XXL 

. -THE whole party now entered the-farm: 
' yard, where they.faw eight fine cows, 

~at, 11eek, and beautifuHy,clean, who yielded 
}everal . Eails ?f T_i~~~ milk> !~~ fiearn

1
. oh~ 
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tW11ich, ,adaed to d1e breath of the cows; 
c_aft a · delightful fragrnnce . around. Mrs. 
Wilfon then entreated her company to re-
:turn .to the hou{e, where rea .. was provided, 
iand a delicious -fyllabt!b. . 

The _ fariner now carn.e· ·back-, .and re:--· 
• 1fr.efhe~ himfelf with a c 1p of ale, whie,h 
was very comfortable af t'tr the fa~igues of 
the day. 

I ha_ve had, faid Mrs. Benf9n, .great plea.-· 
fure in :viewi.ng ypur farm, Mr. ·\iVilfoi;, 

- w hic;.h appears to me to 8-fford a'll the de-. 
fira~le comForts and conved encies of life, 
.and I moft fin~erely wiili a cqntin4ance of 
your prpfi)erity. If it is not ~n imperti
nent queflion, pray tell 1n,~ did you .inh~rit 
it fron1 your father, pr wa,s it purchafc_d 
yvith the fruits of your own induftry-? 

Neither mv wife nor I have 1ed .an idfo 
:}if~~ I aifu~e you, Madam, rep1ied the far~ 
·•1ner ; but, .riext to the bleffing of ·heaven, 
I thinlc myfelf in a great degree -'indebtecl _ 
to my cattle for 1ny good fuccefs. My 
father left me mafier of a little farm, with 
a few -acres .of land well cropped, three·, 
·horfes, two· cows, fri fh~ep, a fow an<l pigs, 

. ~ :jack-afs, and a few poultr:y .. ; thefe h1ve 
.gradually multiplied to vdiat you now fee 
1n~ poilefs, befides numb~rs ti1at I have 
.fuld and I hnYc~ had fine c!"ops .c,f b1 y and 
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?i()rri'; .fo .that every year I laid by a little 
1noney, -till I was 2.ble to purchafe this 
fa.rm, which :is as good a .one as any man 

.• fhould defire. 
There is fo1nethmg to unco111mon in 

-11earing a farmer attribute a part of-his fuc
.cefs in life to his cattle, that I ihould be 
.obliged to you, Mr. \¥iLon, faid the Lady, 
·if you would account -10 me for this cir-
cum-H:~nce. {v1.-0fi readily, Madam, faid he. 

When I v:as a very young .. man, I ·heard a 
-fine fermon frcm thi: pulpit, preached by 1ny 
,.dear wife )s father, on the fubjett: -of !hew
,i-ng rRercy -to brutes, ,vhich .made a great 
· irnprei1:.on on 1ny 1nind ; and I ·have ever 
fince acted towards all durnb -cre.atures, as 
I would to 1n2nkind, upon the principle of 
doing as I would Le done by. I ~lways 

_ confider every bc:aft that w:orks for me ~s 
.1ny fervant, and .entitled to wages ; but as 
th~y cannot ufe mc·n.ey, I pay them in 
1:hings of rnore value to thew.; and n1ake it 
a rule, unlefs 1n cafes of gre('l.t ueceiEty, 
(when coru or hay, for infiance, are likely 
to be f poi led) to let them e1~-joy reH: en the 
Sabbath-day. I am .very .. caut~us of nf1it 

- --letting ~ny beaft work beyond its itrength, 
rind always give them their .food in due 
fraton; nor d.o -I evtr fuffer them to he 
t-,.,. ,.. .. I" .. C"" " 11, , , ,(.,..,-l E · (1..:lpr, ai....-;na th,:::.m ~""''- J.. .v~ - . _J .... ... ,. .,,.. " • - ~'-• ·~ ... l ~1,,., ...: '.-0 .... , .• ;.10 ' 
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~111at -I --c--all their . daily wage~.; J indulge 
:-the1n with ·all the comforts I can afford 
~them. _ In ·fmnmer, when the bufinefs of 
the day ·is over, 1ny ·horfes enjq-y themfelves 

,-in ·a -good pafiure ; and in winter, they are 
-111elter.ed fron1 the inclemencies of the wea

: ther in a warm fta:ble. -If fhey get old, .I 
lcontrive fome .eafy tafk for them; and w·hen 

-they .can work no ionger, let them live 
. without ·it, fill age and infirmities make 
·their lives burthenfon1e to themfelves, when 

· I have thern put ·to as eaf y a death as Fofli
· bl~. Though my cows and fheep ·do not 
· work for me, _ I think them entitled to a re
· __ 901npenfe for .the profit I receive from their 
; milk and woal, and endeavour to repay 
· them with. the· kindeft ufage : and even my 

: jack-afs finds 1T1ercy from me ; for t could 
;·not bear to fee fo ufeful a creature .ill-treat-

ed ; and as for 1ny dogs, I fet gre:a-t fiore 
·by th~m on account of-their fidelity. 

· T hefe are very excellent rules indeed, 

·Mr. Wilfon, and I wifh they were gene-:-
. rally "followed; for I believe many poor 
, beafts fuffer a great de~l from the ill-treat
: ment inflicted on therr1, the horfes in .pJfi-
chaifes and hackney-coaches in London 

·particularly. Yes, Madam, faid the farmer, 

#. 1)4ve h~?-r? fo, ~~~ _.~9ulq ,t~ll you fu_ch 
· ~.ftone$ 

,. 
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il:or1es -of cruelties cxerclied 0~1 b:-:1te.s in 
t11e country, as \,:ould quite i11ock yo_u:; 
and have fe.en 'in n1y Q\~/11 fon1il v fod1 au 
·1nfiance oI th~ill-effelts df r. : gkctinf~ tt: ~rn, 
ns has confinned rr.e in the -~oticns 'I l.::2. iT1t 
:from the gcod fern1on I ·rdlci you of. : 

! ' have a brotlv:r, y,-11c1n I 2.t r ~·~1ent 
n1aintain ; my father g~Lve hir:..1 , n equal 
po:-tion with 1nyfelf, but nei ther he eor his 
·wife were in.duftrious, nor 'had they ·8n)· 
feeling for du1nb c .-~at:.1res. He trui1:cd 
ibe care of his ho ·.-f~s to his pJoufL-boys., 
who ufed to ride th::111 abou t, let thern fO 
without water, ~.nd freq~cr:.tly negled Lcfh 
·to feed and ckan them. ; ~nd irrd~cd, he 
hirnfelf grudged thfir v~[c .. :ds : (o C2ey 

·11"''1 Pf ,.,..,., a' 10 ~).... ,.... .., .... 1 r t Ir .(l. . 0 "' -. gre\v .... , .. n~. ·-..h, "an,.,,, ...,;1c " <l .. L ,·,1.;'"" 
realiy killed with h.ud wcrk and hare fr.,r. 
ing. His cows \Yere kept fo b~dly in tLt, 
\Vinter, that they focj~ }G~l their .mi l:.:.; 
and the calves they h~.d, for v::.:nt of pro
p er inan.'.lgem '.~ nt, died ; as cEd the cc,;·s 
fhem[el·ves in J fho;:t time nften~arcis . 'Th e 
fheep got a 1ifien1p~r, ~,vhich fcon pt;t rin 

· end ·to then1. His pigs b ing kep t i.1 the 
moil dirty ,-:;·~y in the Yrorld, , .. nd fr n~~:tin1 •: s 
left without focd for t V.'G -c.ht,·s tofr~t;1er. r·n~ 

.l ' ') , 
'11~de-bmmd ~lnd full ,cS ,·errn:n ; rnd h;s 
poultry dropped off Y,'ith the rm:p ~ 1,d 0-

•liKr diCoi-dci. 1.:ll ·11e had none lcti-. 'rbc 
1~· 1· - ,... 1,. ... 
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j~ck;:-afs ,ufed to be put to hard clrudo·ery iµ 
his• owi1 ·fervice, or let out to draw ~ fand
t~rt : this exce!live labour, with fcarcely 
_time allowed ·him to feek a fcanty living a
mcngft thiftles and ·hedges, foqn put an end· 
;o .hl1n. Thefe lofles my brother had no 
ri.1eans to repair, for v·1/ithout cattle he could 
not cultivate his farm, and was fccn redu~cd 
_to po7erty ~ Gnd \vere I not to n:ainta:n ·him, 
he n1uft be a beggar; for rhro' want· of ~.ir 
~nd exerci[e he loit bis health, . ~nd is n~w 
inca r:able of wo:kir:g. I-Es wife di-::d fome 
ye:,s · before cf an iilnefs, \VI1ich was the 
ccn(eo 1x 'nce of indolence and ir,r1clivity. 

I a1n ov.ch ,obl·:aed to )•CU for vcur . .. b .., 

_flory, Mr. \Vilfcn, faid lv1rs. Benfon, and 
Lope rny c~1i!c'ren will never forget it; for it 
ce !· tair.1 v is_ a Guty to cxte)).d _our clemency 

,._to ceJfts ~~nd ot~ler animals. -Nay, we are 
Hr idly r 0rnrnanded in the fcriptures to fhew 
er ~nn:-- :fiir:n to the 'beails of others, even to 
11,, fc of cur ." ene;:nies; fui·ely, then, thofe 
w liich are our ow_n property, and work f ~r 
_us1 ha Ye a peen liar cla11n to it. T ,here 1s 
cne cufrcrn wh~ch fliocks · 1ne , -ery _much, 
?nd that is

1
· poui:.ding of cattle; ·1 .fonc-y·, 

Jvl r. \Vilfon, you do rot F -at\.1[e tha.t 
,mi.J,ch? \i\-'hy, rvt1d~1m, replied he, I fhouJd · 
)-n:~ch ra'th <: -c po' .. rnd tl}e m,·ne·s of them, 
' ·t I. .. 1 .... 1 r. · . l .n. , 1 • r-, _ 1'1 ' -- . t r,j:: ~ ... :(L0U3[). ~.d}Oit; n cg .. c~L CI u .11.iCf:C l .1 I 1: _.,. 
_; ~~ , , , nc ally 

0 

t 

1 
( 



t 183 1 
' 

- · 
herally hn.ppens- that hcrfes trefpats on 
other people's land. If any be2.it accidcn~ 
tally gets into my grot.Jnds, . I frnd it ho1T1c 
to its owner1 for it ccrtjinl_y is 1:0 ,vilful 
fault in the cren ture to feek the befi paflure 
it can find ; but if -I have rrafon to iuppofe 
his o,,rner turned him in, I then think 111y

felf obliged to do what tl1e law: directs ·in 
that ref\Ject : but, though ~t is a fecret I 
am oLliged to keep fro:n 111y r.e:ghboun-, 
I rnay fafdy conf efs to you, fvfodam, that 
I h2.ve not the heart to let a poor beait 
fiarve in a pound. A 5 there are no CourLs 
of J ufiice in which thev can feek r~drefs, 
I erect one fo:- them in my own breaft, 
where humanity pleads their caufe. I wifh 
they had fuch an ad-voc2.te in every breail, 
Mr. vVilfcn, faid the Lady : but my watch 
ren.1inds n1e that we muil now t1ke 01...u.
lc[lve, which I do with 1nany thanks ·to you 
and Mrs. \ViJ fon, for your kind er:tertain
rn~nt and good cl:~f' r, and fhn.11 be h8ppy 
to return _ ·our ci ·il"ttics a.r m_v ovi·n houft·, 
~nd pray bring your \\ hole fa1r.ily with 
you. 
· She then dcfi ~·ed her fon ~n:d d2.ughter 
to pre}Xlrc for ti1eir departure. F1 e<lcrick 

"\
11as grov:. 11 fo intimate· v,:i i.h litt1e Neddy~ 

1~at he ccul<l r~:~Fce:ly be pttY~iled c n to 
len.ve h:rn, till he rcculkftec.1 Rcbin 2:1:.l 
the L1m1"' t. 

I 2 A 
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, 'As they returned in the coach, T\1rs. 'Ben: 
{on remarked, that Parmer ,..:Wilfon's_ Il:ory 
'~'aS enough to make <tvery ,one 'Who :hea·rd 
it careful' of their live frock for t11eir own 
0ke~ : but, faid fh.e, the pteafure and ad-

, vantage will be greatly increafed, -if i-t is 
.-done from a principle of ·humanity ,as well 
~s interefi. Mifs ·Benfon anf we .. ~ecl, that 

ifhe hoped i11e· fueuld neith-er t reat animals 
ill, nor place her affections, .on them too 
-ftrongly. That, my dear,repfied her good 

. 1n::nnma, is · the ixcper medium to be ob-
•ferved. The fpec~h you -rnade for the ant, 
-ma111m:1, faia Harriet, has fcarcely e.ver 
b een out of n1y · head fince: ·-I iliould tke 
to hear Vvhpt you could fay {or every li.ve 
creature we fee. I bad n~ed ·have firong 
lungs, .m y dea:-, to perforn1 fuch a tafk as 
1, 1 · d l\ f 'B r.. I fh 11 ll t.rn. t, rep11e 1 1- rs. eni.on. . a , on a .. 

proper occafwns, be ready -to lend .m y 
tongue to the dumb, and -to [peak for thofe 
\vho cannot utter :their own farrows and 
mJunes. 

ln a fhort time they arrived at ho1ne.· 
. The maid, to w hofo c_are the birds had 
'been entrufied, gave a g ood accmmt_, o-r her 
cha·rge.; and:Mif.s l..Janiet and.-l'vfofter Fre~ 

· ,derick went to ··bed -in pe::ice, after .a c:ay 
Jr,ent wi-t.11 fo much _-p~ea~·ure and imp;ove-
1Jnen.t. 
r 

lt 
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C H A P. XXII,· 

T HE next morning fhe F~edbrea'ffs at\ 
tended as ufual, and Robin.\vas ihlf 

better1 but his father began to fear he \Vould 
1_1e.ver perfectly re~over fro)Jl his accident; 
however, he kept his apprehenfion~ to hin1-
felf, and fuffered _ the little .~nes t<?. ent~r
fain their lame brother with a relation of 
\vhat th~y liad feen the day b:-:fore in the 
orchard. Frederick and Harriet were fo 
divert ::d with th~ chattering aii.d chirping 
0f the littl~ things, that tlf~y did n-ot mifs 
~he parent's fong. 1vVhen the _young oneSi 
had fiaid as l~ng as fhe tho_ught right, tz1e 
h~n Redbreaft fun1rnoned th ~ away,. and 
dl took leave of Robin, ,-vho longed to go 
with then11 but was not able. The father 
rtrnin<l~d him, that' he hacf great rea~on to· 
rejoic~ in his prefent fi.tuation, confid~ring· 
~11 things; on v; hich he refumed his cheer-...· 
fulnefs, ~nd giv1:.1g a fprightly t_witter, ho1=- · . 
ped into Mafl:er Frederick's hand, whiclt 
was fp::ead open to receive hi1n. '"f h1:; reit 
thr- n flew aNay, and Mifs Hc:trriet and her · 
b-.other p.te;)ared for the·1r morning tafl.t<s. 

I 3 ~f he· 
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1'1h~ Redbieafls alighted as trfual to 

~rink in the court-yard, and were prepar-
1ng to return to the orchard, . when Flapfy 
expreifed a defire to fee a little about th~ 
\Yo:·ld; for fhe faid it would be very mopifh 
to be always confined to the orchard ; and 
D~cky f~conded her requeH. Peck~y re
plied, that however her curiofity 111ight be 
·"-~cited, 1110 had knm.vri fo much happinefs 
in the nefl, that fh~ was ftrongly attached -
to the p~crnal (pot, and could gladly pafs 
-her l_ife there. Th~ parents both com
r:iended her contented difpofition ; but h-:r 
father faid, that as th~re was nothing bla1ne
~blc in' the inclination Dicky and Ffapfy 
difcovered for ft:eing -the world, provided 
:it was kept within due bound~\ be would 
-read!ly gratify it : then a{king if they were 
{ufiicien tl y refrefhed, took wing, and led 
·1hr: way to _a neifghbouring grcv:e, where he 
-placed l::s little ' tribe amongit the branch~s 
·of a venerable oak. 

· Jie::e their ears were ·charmed with ·a 
·n1o~t enchant'~ng concert of muiic. On cne 
·t ree a B1ack~ird and a 1.,hrufl1 poured 
forth their fironf; melodious not!:s; on ano
th~r a number of Linnets joined their f weet 
voices: exalted in the •ai1: a Sky-Lark mo
dulated his. delightful pipe ; v., hilH a brc- .... 
th'=r of the wood, feared on a ccol-refrefh-

mg_ 
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.fng tllrf, made the· grove reJedi◊- wit1i hi0· 
rndody;. io thefe the Nightingale join~.-d 
his en·chanting bty. Ia fhort, riot l not,;: 
was _wanting t~ complete th~ h,annony .. 

Th~ little Redbreafis were fo exceedmg,,; 
ly charm·~d, tf1at for a \vhile th~y continu- · 
~d lillening with fil_ent rapru·re ; -.~t l_ength,
Dicky e~claimed, ·Ho\v happy ibould I be 
~O' join th~ d1eerful band, and live (or ever 
in· this channing place ! It is, replied his 
1-nother, a "-iery pleafant fit 11:_1.tion, to be 
fure; but could you be fenfible of the fu~ 
perior advantage~, wh1ch, as a R .. edbr,ea-G:1 

you ITI'.1.J e~joy by tak.~rr?~ up yo:.1r aoode 
in the o:.-chard, you would never wifh to 
change it: ior my oviri part, I find myfelf 
fo happy in tha.t ~alm retreat. that nothing 
but n~cefEtv fhall ever drive rn~ fro1n ii-. 
Peckfy declared, · that t1101Jgh fhe ~as 111uch 
derghted with the novelty oF th'c: fcene, 
and cirn.nn~d ,vith th:: n1nfic, rhc now teft 
a!1 ~rL-Lnt dt Gre to retn1 n home; but 
Fl.infy win1ed t(, fee a little rnore fhfi. -

' Vlell, fi..;d the fath~1\ your dd1re fha1t 
be g:atin•.:d ; l ~t Us take a drcuit in- th:s 
g :·ove, fo~ I wi{h you·_ to foe every thin!,)' 
worth obfc:rvation in ev(,ry placi you g'o 
to ; a·ncl not to fly about the wodcl, w· 
rna:i.y giddy b1rds do, without the lc-d1: 
in1p~ovcn:eat fron1 their travels. O:i this 

I 4 he 
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i-1c ~n;_-c'n:1 fi1s_: w1ng3 as the -!1gn:jI or depar:. 
Hlr<-', which his fa:m:ly obe';'ed. · . 

Obfervi:ng a pa1cei of boys· creeping fi_.. 
kntly along, flop, faid he let os -p--erch ort 

1 • ' ' ':ras tree, and· fee what thefe,little Monfiers -
~rc Qt:out. Scarcely were tl1ey frate:d~ 
,:~·'.1er: one of the boys 1nounred an adjacent 
ll"ff', and took a neft of half-fled~d Lin- · 
1itts, v✓hich he brol1gl:t in triumph to fiis 
tompanicns . 

.l\:t this infiant, a. faraily of Tfirufhes un
f ortuna tel~r 'chirped, which directt?d ano
~~Ii-::r boy to the place of their habitation ;
on which he clirnoed, an<l eagerly feized 
t1ie little ~nfmtunate· creatures, Having 
n1et wi.th fr~ much f uccefs, they left the. 
grove tq exuh, at ' their O\J,rn homes, over 
rheir wretcned cnpfrve:31 for ever fcpiratcd 
fron1 their tender p.iren.ts ; who fcon came 
Lack~ laden· v;hh the gain of their labour, 
which t!KV n~d kindly d~!l1ncd for the _fuf;... 
rem~ n~e of ihdr infant -broocfa, 

'th~ lhde R,;dbr~afts wer~ now 1),cc\a-
' ns of thofo ,partntil agm1~~.i} w nidi had · 
L~cn f 0;-rr}e;fi ciefcr1bed to th~m ; e-nd· 
Fccki\r cried' out, \Vho vrould ddire to 
r•,-e jr{ this grove, who had onceexperienc
cd the ccmforts Gt the orchard ? Dicky 
2nd Flapf y were ddirous to depart, being ~ 
~h:r.1·:d· for th:'.ir 0:;,1n fafety.. No, fa1d 
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the (~thei\ let us fray a Ifttle 16nger-.::
n6w we will go on. They accordingly took: 
another flight_, and' faw a: man fcatteri~g;, 
feed upon the ground. See there, fmd·· 
Dicky, what fine (00d that man · throws · 
do'Nn ; I dare fay he is fome good frea:
ture who is a friertd to the feathered race ; 
iliall we alight and partake of his bo~n.ty ?' 
:Qo no.t form- too hafiy an opinion,· Dicky~ 
faid the father; watch here with me ~ little 
while, arid then do as you· think proper. 
All the little ones firetched out their necks; 
and kept a d1l'ious eye fi·xed on the m~tn. 
I,0- a few _minutes, ~ number of Sparrows, 
~haffinches, .. and L}nnets defcended, and 
D<"gan to n;gale _themfelves ; · buC in the 
midfi of .their fcafi, a net was fuddenl y caft 
o7er them, _, and they were all tak~n c;iptive~ 
The man, ,,. ho w_as a bird-catcher by pro_- 
feilion, called to his afliila.nt, who bro_t.:ght · 
a cage, divided into.a number of fmall ·µar
titions, in which-· the Linnets and Chaf~
finches •.-vere feparately d~pofir~d. In this · 
difrnd prifon; w"tiere they liad. fca.rcely 
room to 'flutter, were thofe little creatures· 
confin~d, who lat:."ly poured · forth thPir 
for1 g3 of joy, fe2+rlefs of ~anger. As for 
the 8 1-arrow.s, their necks were wtcthg, and-1 

they were put in a b~ together. The · 
'iittle R edbr;:afb trerr;.L-led for then1fdvcs~· 

I s· a-nd ; 
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ind were in greathafte· to take wing. Sta,;; 
mid the---- father., Dicky . has not yet mad~ 

asquaintance with this fri'end of the feather-· 
ed race. . No, faid · Dicky, nor do, I" de fire 
1t ; defend· rne, and · all w Ho · are dear to-

1ne, frmn fuch, friend?. as thcfe ! Well, faid 
V.1e father, . learn from this _inftance, never 

to form an hafiy judgment, . nor. to put 

yourf~lf into the power of ftrangers, . who . 

offer you favours you have no right ·to ex--
pelt fro:n . their hands. · · 

Indeed,. my lo~e, fard the mother bird, P 
am very an.xio'..1s to get home; . l have net' 

latt:lY been .ufed· to be long abfent. from it~:. 

and every excurfion· I make endears it tq 
ine. 0~ the· dt.y is not half fpent, replied 
her mate; and I hope', for the_ gratification. 
of'the little ones,. you wiU· confent to com-:
oleat the ramble. Come, . let: us· vif1t .ano~ 
ther part of ·rhe grove; I am acquainted' 
with its inmofl:" receff~s. His mate acqui
efced, ,and· they proceeded; on their journey . 

.L\.t length, tne father hafiily called out, .. 
~I'urn this-way! - turn this way! Th~ whole 

party obeyed~ th~ word of command; an<l
found_ tne good . effects of their obedience;. 

for ih zn ihftant· they faw a flafn of fire, a 
· thick fmoke followed it, and im.m~diately 
they heard· a dreadful founq, ::ind, faw a· 

. youn& Red~~!:.!· f~l!_ bf.~-~4i~--& t~ !lie $found, 
. 2!.\ 
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on which he firuggled ju.ft lo1ig e'nough to: 
cr_y, Oh ! my dear fath ·:r ! why did I not 
lLfien to your kind admonitions, which I 
now find, too late, were the dit1ates of 
tend ei"nefs ! and then expired. -

The little Redbrea:fis were ftruck with · 
confternation· at tfiis dreadful accident ; 
and P eckfy, Vvho recovered the fooneft, . 
br>gged h~r fath~r would inform her by 
what means · th~ Redfiart' was killed. He· 
was fhor to · deatH; faid he- ;: and h::.d you 
not followed 1nv directions, it •might have. 
been the fate of every one of you : there~ 
fbre, let it' be a leifon to yo'U, to foliow 
every injunction of' your parents ,,, ith the
fame readineiB · for the future. You may ; 
depend on it;· our experience tead:es us id 
forefee many dangers, which fuch young 
creatures as you have no notion of; 2nd 
when we defi.re you to do, or tb forbear 
any thing, it ·is for the fake of your' fafcty or 
advantage : therefore, Dicky, ne.ver more 
Hand enquiring; a,s you fo1netimes have 
done, and ·aiking v.,~hy we ell you to do fo 
and fo ?· [ or had · that been the cafe r10-.,;.r, 
_you, who were in a direct line ,7itn the 
g: .. mn-=r, wouid have· been ·inevit2.hly fhot: 
- ~ TJ1ey all ·faid · they ,, 011ld obic:ve i111pE
cit ot edience. . Do· fo, fa'id hP ; . tll-t in 
01der to this,. . you m'.;!ft n.1~'.) n::n:.ernb''T t,') 

r -;• ri,.c-+-; : :3 
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Ji>Ta.:ti~, i.n 0ut abfet1ce, what -we ehjnhl? 

Y?U when. prefent For inilanc_e; fo1ne, · 

kmf s of f~od am very prejudicial_ to your. 
hea1th;. whtch we w~:mld not-,, on. any ac

count, l'e.t you- tti:fie wh~n we-are By; thefe 
you n1ufi not indulge in~,vhen away fr01n us, 

,vhate-ver any other bird may ff!.y in, recom-:

rp~ndation of th~rn. Neither 1nufi you ei:i- · 

gage· in any dangerotis,eCtt-erptize, ,vhicho-
thers, who have natuital,firength 0r acquired· 

agility, go through wi_th fofety ; nor fboulc} 
. you go to any plnc-e-s which we Have pointed-' 

tmt as dangerous, nor. join _a.0:y company 

which we have forbid you•to-_make acquaint-. 

a.r.,.ce_ with. This poor Redftart might have 

c1void-etihis fate; for I h~ard his father, when· 

I · was la.fl in the gr0ve, advife him not to fly 
about by; .himfelf; till he had fhewn. htm the 

dangers of the wqrld: Pe<:kfy an{°\vered,. that· 

fhe kne...-'l the, va-lu_e of pa:rental inftrucrion 

fu well, that fhe fhould:_ cert-ainfy . treafure 

.:zp in her. heart every maxim of. it; and . 
the others promifed to do the fain~: but.. 
faid Fla pf y, I cannot undcrfiand the na-,. 

ture of the accident wlrich· occafione-d the 
death of the R~dftart. N either can I e1;

plain it to ym.1, my dear, replied thic father.; 

I only know, tha.t it is a·very common prac
tice ·\vith fame men to carry infir-uments,: 

fron1 whiGh they diicharge what proyes 
- . -- .. . . - - fiital, 
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fatal to 1nany a bird ; but I have, by atter,:.-.; 
tive obkrvation, learnt how to evade t!r..; 
1nifchi~f. Whenever. I go fron1 the o::-
chard I always get upon a higl-i tree, and 
look all around n1e; if I Je~ any gunners 
I take a different cou;-fe, (the thick.nefs of'" 
th~ underwood prevcnt~d rny difcovering. 
him who fhot the Redfiait.) I alfo care-. 
fully avoid. a11ociating with thof~ birds" , 
which do mifchief t0 the prope~ ty of man
kind ; for thofe tha·t join \'✓ ith thieves ~nd 
ravagers deferve, and 1nufi: _ju.illy expect to 
fhare their fate: -- let 1ne therefore ad"iie 
you to be particufarl y careful to keep pre-
per company, and gain an honeft charactcr, .1 
as it wil1 enfure you the good opinion of 
others. But come, let us defcotd, as we 
may do it with-fafety, and-refreffi ourfrlves · 
a little-, and then we will fee if we cannot · 
find a place where you may have amafe
ment, without being e~·pofed' to fuch dan
gers as attend the inhabit~ints of woods and 
groves. Are you fufficiently refted to take 
a pretty long f.light ? 0 yes, cried Dicky,
w ho was quite cager to leave the fpot, in 
which, a fho:·t f:me br·fore-, he had lon6ed 
to pafs h1s ife : the _r~ft joined in ~ farne 
wif11, and ev. ry wing was infiantiy ex
panded~ 

- CH AP~ 
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. -T ·HE father led lt!~e-- way, and -~n a v~ry-· 
, . fhort fpacre of -fime he ·and hts family 
:unved at th~ efb.te of a Gentleman, who-,:, 
having ~ a- plentrfur fortune, . endeavoured to 

· ~olleEt- all : that was ·curious in art and na.;... 
ture, for the amufement ·of.his qwn mind; . 
and the gra tification , of oth~rs. He had a< 
·noufe ltke a paiace, furniilied _with every 
expenfi:ve -rarity ;· his gardens; to which .. the.·· 
_Redb;eafis took .. their flight, were laid out · 
in fuch a manBer as to afford th'e mofl: ' de- • 
Eghtful variety to·th~ eye. . Amongft ·other 
articks of tafi~ were an aviary ancl a me..:. 
nagery. 'The f61=mer was -built Hke a ·tem~ 
1J~, .end6fed = w~_rn~ brafs . wire; the frame-·· 
WO i k was ·· pai:a-ted g-rcen; ancl -ornamented 
\VitJ1 -carving· gift\ in the middle a f6untaiff 
con tinu2..ll_y threw up frefh·water; vY hich fell 
into a -' hafon wh'ofe hrii;ik was enamelled 
Witli flowers; . at . one end were pa-rtiM-ons 
for birds nefis, and t rough"s contait1ing VQ~ 

rious k1n<ls of feed; .and materials for b~ild_; · 
mg n~fi:s : · this part was . carefu11y f'neltered 
from every .. inclemency of weatbsr, . and 
z1~!11T;~1s' of ·per~b::s :were pbced • in differ-

. · ~nt · 
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ent parts of the a"'.7iary, and :it \1:as furround-1'"' 
ed by a mofi beautiful !hn1bbery. 

A . habitation like tfiis, in. \\·hi-ch all the· 
eonv~niencies of life fecm ~d. to be coll~ct- 
ed, where abundance was ft1ppHed without 
toil, w liere each gay fongfier might, fing 
nim~if to rep·ere in tlie I)1idH: of eafe an.J" 
plenty, fafe fiom tlfo dangers of tlic woods; ; 
appeared to our your1g t!·avellers dcfirable 
beyond aH the fituations in thi v;odd, and' 
Dicky exprdfed an- earneft defire to be ad---
111i tted into it \Vell, faid the father, l~t· 
us not determine I-iaihly, il· will be advi[e- 
abl~ ffrft to ~nquire ·w tt: th _r its · inh1bit~nn 
are really happy, before you make intereft'· 
to becorne one of the number; ph ce youf- -
felves by me Oil this fhrub, and w hilft we 
refi: ourfelves; \Ve ilialI nave an opportunity 
of obferving what paffe~ .. 

The Brft bird th~t attracted · their notic~~
was a Dove, who fat ccoing by Him felf jn 
a corner in acc-::-nts fo- gt:ntle.and fweet, thr.l 
a Hranger to his 1an~~uagc v; ould have li:rr
ened to them \Tvith delight; but the R ed
breafis, who :.mderficod tn~ir imr-,o!·t, hea:.-d 
tliem with· fymp at}1e tic concern .. 

'' Oh, my dear, mv beloved 1nnk ," fa id 
b ~, ~, ~m I th '=n d:vicl ed from you for e-:cr t 
What a\·ails it, that I 2m furni1bcd here 
~vi.th all t~c ek~2.r:-...~1.;S ,i.nd luxuries of life} 

· Deori1;ecl. 
"le-



E;: r96~ J '. 
DipriYed .G(your companJ,. I ha.ve no,.en.:-
joy1nent of them-; . the hun1blefl .morid.,
though gaintd with toil and dang~r, ~would , 
be infini tel:y prefera_ple to: me if f}1arec:J v1ith·-· 
y01.1. - H ::re am ·· I fhut up (or tl~e ~e1nain-· 
t.kr of my days, .in · foci et y for Vi hich I' hav~ 
no reH(h, w hiht fhe, who· has hithertg ·bee~ 
the bdoved::partn:::jr of a:11 my joys, is for eve~ 
fepar~ted -frdm. me !· In· vain. wiH you;, with:: 
P.ainfol-wing, _purfue your anxious . f~arch : 
in qudl of 1ne; · never; n~ver more,.! fliall I
b~ing yo1.1 the welcome· refrefhment; never · 
f1i3:ll I hear _your. foothing y~ce, • _and de- · 
light-~nth~· f~ft ·n1u.rmurs.'c5f the iafant pair,. 
,vhich- y o1-1 hatched with frn;h care-,:- arncr, 
rturfed. v,ith fuch tend~rnefE ! ' I.Jo; m.y be- · 
loved 11::-Hlings, never- will_ your ~r~tche~ .. 
father be at liberty to guide your flight, and'~ 
i~1fl:'ru~ you in -the __ d~ties 0f' your fiat1on t•: · 
I-Iere his Yo~ce faulter~d, . a~9 · overc0me :_ 
with· bit ter __ refleclio•ns, h~ re£igned 'himfel-£ 
a prey t.o fiknt forrow._ . ' -. 

'j~'½is Dove is not harpy; ·ho'w<sver · faid/ 
the hen Redbrea.H tb her mate, and no .. ~. 
\~'onder .-, but let us attend_ to the notes of 
tha f L ark. 1-113 eyes \.Vere t~rn€d up t-c:..·· 
v~n:r_ds th~_ fk-~, ~ . fl~tt :-red ~1s ,vin@,: Fre 
ftramed hr~ throat, -and would, to ahu.man- · 
f've, 11;i.ve appeared ' in rn.ptur,es of joy; ~ut · -
the Rcd·p;:-eaHs perceived .. that h~ w~~_ 1!1--;- · 

c. flanied ' 

i 

\ 

fi 
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fianled with rage. " And run I to be· con
ftantly confined in this horrid phce ?" (Jng 
he. " Is my upward flight to be iinperLd 
by bars ahd \.\· ires ? fv1uH I no lcngcr fear 
towards that _ brig.ht lumjnary, _::ind make 
the arch of heaven refound with my fing
ing ? Shall I cea[e to be the herald of the 
n1orn, or mu.ft I be fo in this ccn tr~t1ed 
fph::re ?" No, ye partners of 1ny captivit~~, 
h rrcd .. orth Deep on and take igr:oble refi ; 
and 1n1v you lofe in f1un1ber the n:mon-

.., J 

brnnce of pafi p}eafures ! 0 cruel and un-· 
.i~i11 111an ! is it not enollgh that I proclai1n·. 
the rpproach of day, that I foothe your-_ 
fultr_y tours, thaf I heighten the delights of 
evening, but n1uil: I 1 to gratWy your unfeel
i 1g vi'antonnefs, be feclnded frcm ev~ry 
.JOY my he.:nt hc,ld:3 dear, and condem.ned 
to~- fitu~ticn I dd"lt? T~ke .your delicio11s 
d:-t1n tics1 refervc vo1 ir flm;,. ing ihc:::m fc., r 
tLofo who c~n reli!h thn 1, but gt·v·e 1ne 1r:.. 
b•;rty. B·1 t why c:o I add:-e(s n1yfelf to you 
v ho arc T1ecdJ·~fs of my mifrry r-" Here 

ca.fling an indig.n~nt leek a:-c~:nd, he Hopr 
his fong. ·: 

'\Mhat think you now, D:ckv, faicl th~ 
Redbred1, have· you as high an ·idea of the 
happinefs of this plac_e, as you conct i-ved at 
th-~ fidl: view of it ? I C['.nnot he-!p th.t11k

ir.g lJf) replied D:cky, th~t it is a e.hm_m-
l '1~r 
•·b 
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" . . fib ' ,,, 1 " · 1 rt'!'g retreat, and mu e very comtorta01e 
to have every thing provided for one's ufe~ 
_vVell, faid the father, let us ffiOV:", and obJ, 
ferve thofe Linn::ts wno· are bi~ilding their 
n::fl AccorditTslY th_ey ffew t'o a , tree; 
\Yhofe b:-an~h~s forrriecf a par t of_ the !1r-~ lter 
o f the aviary; \Vh~re they eaf1fv- heacd~ with_; 
out _being therrtielves obferved, all that paffJ 
ed in it. 

" Corrie, " faid on:~. o{ the Lihnets. " let 
us go on with cY..1r work, and finifh _ th~ nefr1 
though it witf be. rather a melancnoly taJ1~ 
to hatch a fe•~ of l~ttfe prifoners,, I,-:Io·.v dif.:. 
ferent was· the cafe when• we could antici • 
pate the pieafure of' rearing a fa~~ly to c.~i 
the joVs of f1ber(y ?· I\1en, i.t is true, now, 
with officious care, fupply us with th~ n~...: 
c~ifa :-y materials, and w<:; rnay mal<.'e_ a ve_ry 
good n~ft; b~1 t_ I profefi I had_ m1..1ch rather 
be at the tt01..1ble of feeking them. _ What 
-pl ::- afu re hav~ \Ye experie11c~~d in plucking 
a bit of wool fron1 a fheep 1s back, in fearch
ing: fo;- mo:s, in feleaing the beft feath~r 
_,v h jre n·.1.mbern were lefr to o!.lr ehoice, in 
flopping ro reft on the to'p of a tree, which 
co:nm·crn Jed an extenfive p:of peer, in join
im{ a c::oir of fongucrs · whom we c1.cd
d~nta1ly mt t---Bul now our days pafs with 
r~peated famenef~; variety, fo neceffary to 
g:ve a ieL!b :c dfenjoyrRent)swanting. In~ 

- fl~ad. 

f 
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!lend of the fangs of joy we fonnerly T1ear<l 
fiom every fprny, our ears are conibntly 
annoyed with the found of mournful I"a1nen-• 

tations, tranfports of rage, or n-1Unnurs of 
di(content. Could we reconcile ourfelves 
to the lo[s of liberty, -it is imp~ffibie to be 
} 1,1ppy h::re, uniefs _we could pa:-den our 
hearts to every (vmpathettc feeling." 

'~ True," faid I1is mate~ " yet I am re
folved to try what patt :'nce, refignat1on,-and 
cn1ployrncnt will effc[t; and hope, as out 
young cnes wiII never know \\hat libe1 ty 
is, they will not pine as we do for it." Say
ing th1s f11e picked up a ftraw, h~r □<. te 
follo-'.ved the example, arid they pr;.rfucd 
their work. 

At t!1is inftant :i hen GoldGnch brnlH2ht 
'---' 

forth her brood, who wer-e fuii fi ~d½c c.-
Co111e, faid fhe, n1y nefll1ngs, ufe ';'Cl.Ir 
'\vin~s; I have_ taught you to fiy in f1ll &
rections. So faying, th-. fittle onet, divided : 
one flew upwards; but emuJous to outdo 
a little Sp~rrov;r, v,;l1ich was flying in 1~~ 
air above the aviary, he hit bmf:: if ~.g8infi: 
the wires of the dome, ar.d \l;ould have fa l
len to the bottcm, but that he was :CTopr,cd 
by one of the perches. 

As foon as he - recn\-e~cd, " ·v -hv c:::in

not I · foa r as I fee other birds 2o ? " fo.ld 
h~. " Al,..(" p, c: ·1Pd t !,,, r!'1r, t1•P r " ,ve a.r~ 

a...... - .. ... . ,..., ~••'-' ""' .. '""'" ' 

.. 
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fi1· :1 place of c_onfinerrient ;- Vfe are· fhut\11~ 
and can;never get ou.t; but here· is food irr 
abuI}dante, and f.:Very _other· ·rtecefiary." 
'~~--lever . P?-t out?" exclai:r:ned the whole 
brood,. '" tfo:ri adreu . to h2.ppi0-efs ! '' Sh'e; 
attel1).pted ~o fqoth th t>m, bu(in varn. 
.. ,_fh~ little -~edbr~ifis rejoiced in their 
liberty, an9 Dicky gave. up . the defire of 
l~ving in the· av_ia1:y, and w-iilied to_. be gone> 
Stop, f8:id his fa thcr, let us' fir.fl h~ar· what 
thofe_ Can~rics are faying. . · . 

'Th~ Can':uies~ had . alinoff compk.ated 
their nefi. " How £01 tunate is our let," 
fai<l the h~~1' bird, " ·in· beihg · placed in this_ 
avi:uy ! How_prnfetable is )t to the finall 
cag~ we 'built in !aft J€ar ?'' " Ye~;" re~ 
plied her rilite ;· w yet · Ho~N" comfortab1~-· 
was th1t ir1 ,comparifon with the fiill final
ler ones l'ff ,~hith ' we ·were 9nce feparat,ely 
confin~d. ~or my part; I l~ave no wi_ili to 
fly abroad, for I !hould neither kn9w wha~ 
to do, nor whe~€ to go; _and it fh3ff be my 
end.~avour to inf" pire' my _young dhes with 
th:,;fome frntime'nts I fee!. ln.deed, we 
ow~ th~ higbefi grat-i;tude to tl1ofe wh0 
.tnake fuch kin~ provifion for a fet of .. 'o-· 
rf'~g:, ~rs, who have _no re'fou: ces _but their 
h0imty ; and : my befi 1ays . friall be de
voted · to them . . Nothing- rs wanting t-0 · 
em-r>.pleat th,~- ha,ppinefs of this plaee, but 

t(l l 

0 
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-10 h2.ve other kinds of birds ·excluded.' 
·Poor crer~turts ! it muft be very 1nortify
ing to them ·to be fhut. up here, and fee
ethers--of their kind e.njoying fu)l frecdoi::n. 
·No yVonder they a_re perpetually t_Juarrel
ling; · for my part, I fincerel_y .p1ty them, 
and a1n ready to fubrnit to the occafionat 
infuhs and affr<mts)I meet wi-th; Gut of ccn:1-
pailion." · · 

You now conc€i,·e;Dicky, faid the cock 
·R edbreafi, tha.t fhis place is 1-1ot, as you 
fupp0fed, the region of perfect happin~f.s; 
you · 1112.y alfo obferve, that it is t.ct the 
·abode of t.m1verfal ,vre c11edntfs. It is by 
,no means deiira b1e to be fhut up .for life, 
let the place of _confinement be ever fo 
fplendid ; but fho-.__Il<l it at any ti1ne be your 
~1ot to be ca-ught and imprifoned, \1/hich may 
poBibly be th · ca.fr, adopt tbe frntiments 
of the Linnet an.cl the Can2i·y Bird : err,_,.. 
ployment witl pafs away n1any an 'hour, 
-that ,vould have been a heavy 1oHci if f:3cnt 
in grief and anxiety ; and reflections on 
the blefTings and cotnf orts that are ft ill in 
your po,ver, ,-rill ldfon your regret for 11-:ofe 
\vhich arc loil. But corr..e, piclt up fornc 
.of the feeds ,vhich are fcattered on the out
·iide cf the n-ri8.rV, for that is no _robbery, 
~nd then I will :fri.0w .vcu another fcen(.. 

' ,I 
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· As foon as they had· regaled the111feives 
1-vith the fuperfl-uities of the feathered c~p
tives, t-h~_y took their flight to a different 
part of the garden, in which was a mena--
g~ry. . 

The -menagery-co1)fified of a nurnber of 
- p::11s, buil-t round ·a grafs-plat ; in ea-ch was 

a pan of water, a · f.ort _of box, containing 
- a bed or neft, a trough for food,. and a. 

pierch. In every pen were confined a. pair 
of birds, and every pair was either :0f a dif..: 
ferent fpecies, or dillinguifhed for fome 
beautiful -va.1 iety either ofJorm or plumage. 
';Che wooden bars which, were put in the 
froht, were painted partly green 4 d partly 
white, which dazzled the fight at the · firH: 
glarrce,. and fo attracted the eyes, that there 
was no feeing what was behind wi-thout go
ing clofe up to -the l_:)e>ns. -

The littie R edbreafts knew not \.d1atfig·ht . ~ 

to expe(t, and begged th t>ir parent to gra-
tify th~ir curioftt ' · · \ ·Vel1, f-01-low ·1ne, fo id 
.the father; but I believe y-ou nrnft alight 
u pan the crQfs-bars, or you \Vill net be 
able to e.-xamine ' the beauties of thc:fe fo~ls. 
They did fo, and in thi:. firft pen ·was n pair 
cl P[Lrtridges. The fize of thc.fe bir<ls fo 
gre2.tly exceedi~g their ovin, afioniD1ed 
the111 all ; but notwithilanding this, th~ 
~.n:iia.ble _;Pcckfj .y,:z~s quite intereikd \Vi th 

their 

fi 
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+heir rnodtdl g~ntle appE'anfr1c·e:· and (aid, 
fhe tho-._1ght no one cDuld ever wifh to i11:-· 
_jure them. 'True: Peckfy, repfo=·d the fa
ther, they ·have, frcm tbe ha.rmldTncfs of 
their <lifpofition, a :natural ·cla1,m to tPn
dernefs a__11d cmnpaffion ; and yet I b~lieve 
there are few birds who meet with lefs : 
for I bave · obferved, that n11n1bers f11are 
the fame fate ~s the Redfi~Et, which )'OU 
fa'-v die in the grove. - I have myfrlf feen 
IYiany put, ~o dca~h that way. r or a long 
time I was cxceflivdy p1.1zzled to acco"Jnt -
for this fotJlity, and refqlved, if _r:dEble, td 
gratWy my cLir1of1ty. At length, I faw. a 
rnan kill two 2.nd take them av;:ay. This 
very man had fhewn me gre2t kind1~efs, in 
feeding in e w·h n I firfr left my father's 
nefi ; fo · I had no 2 pprehenfion of his do..: 
ing me c1n injur)' , and rcfoived to fol
low hi111. When he arrived at his own 
houfo I faw h:m ddiver the vitlims of his 
cruelty tD [lnother pcrfon, who hi:ng them 
up tcgether by the kgs, in a place which 
h:1d a variety of other dead things in it, the 
fi g1

• t of v, hich 1l10ckfd me excerdingly, 
<1nd I could fiay r.o lcr.gei:. I therefore 
flew back to the f.eld in which I had feen 
1J1e mu rder cn11mitted; and in fearching 
::lcut, foun d the nefi belcnging to the pcor 
:~rc~tures, i,n which were fc:vernl y.cung 

ones 
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~nes ]uft 'hatched, 1,vho in a Ihort tim-e were 
fiarved -to cleat~ - How dreadful is the fate 

· of young anirnals, who lofe their-parents 
:l>_efore they are· able to ihi'ft-for themfelved 
and h9w dLitiful otight tho(e· to be; to 
w horn the bleiling---of purental infiruction 
-and ·affiftance is-continued :·i 
• \Vhen the -next morning arrived·'l went 

_:again to ~fee after fhe de2,d· Partridges; and 
found them hanging as "before .; and this 
was ·the cafe the day after: -but the fot}ow..; 

·in.g 1norriing, 1 faw a boy fuippirrg all their 
f"'~ tl-1ers o-ff. A5 foun as ·he -·had compleat
ed this· horrid op ~ration, a woman took _ 
:them, whom I ventured to follow. · as the 
-window of the pla<:e-fhe entei;edftood-·open; 
·where, to _n1y' afl:oni..fhment, I b.'eheld·her 
'tvri·H their wings about, and faft:en_ them to 
their .fldas, :then cro[s th2ir l~.gs tipon their 
breafis, and run fometh~ng quite through 

· their bodies. · l\.fter thrs ihe put •thern be
·fore a place, which glowed with a brigh t
nefs fomdhing refe111bling the fetti.n~ fun, 
which, on -the .w01nan's retiring, I ap
p.:-oached, and · found · intoleral5ly hot ; I 
therefore made a hafiy re treat; but refolv
ing to kncj,.v the ·end of t11e ·P artridges., 
kept hoveri.ng a:bout the 'houfe ; a2.d at laft 
{ooking into a window, I faw them, !inck. ... 
•in;thot., fet before the man ,vho murdered 

. t 
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them; w110 was accompanied ·by feveral ~ ·1hers; all of 'tv h01n eyed them with as much 
.de'li-ght, as I. have feen any of you difcovt.r ·ci t tl1e fight ·of the fineft worm or infect · that could be procured. In an infiant after 
this, the _-poor Partridges were divideq, limb from lirnb, and each one of the party
rrefen t "had his fhare, tiU every cone Wf.S p1cked. There were fo1ne other things ·devoured ·rn the fame manner-; ' from v, hich 
I learnt, that m en fee·d on birds and other animals, as we do on thofe 'little creatures 
whic11 are deftined for our fuitenance, onl J they do not-eat them alive. Pray, father,' fard Dicky, do they eat Rcdbreafts ? I believe not, replied he; but I have reafon to fuppofe tl1ey make many a n1eal on Spai
rows, for I have· beheld Yait numbers of ythem killed. 

At this infiarrt their attenttcn w~s at~ tracted by· one of the Partridges in rhe pen,' who thus :addi:effeJ his n1ate : 
" Well, my 1ove, as there is no ch2ncf; ·for our being fet at liberty, I think we may 

as we1l prepare our nefi, that you may d~
pofit your eggs in it. 1~he ernp_oyme~t of 
h'-Hching and raifing your little ones ,ri1l, 
at leafi, mitigate the weari!ornene(s of con . 
~nen1ent, and I promife myfe1f many Lipp·,· c;.~ys yet ; for as we arc fo well ftd n:1d 

K at~nde~ 
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~t~ded, I -think we may form hop.es tm.t 
_.our offspring will alfo be p~oy~ded for .; 

and though they .will not be at liberty to 

rrnge about as we formerly did, they will 
avoid many of thofe terrors and anxieti6 

to which our race are frequently expofed 

,.-at one feafon of the year in particular.~, -

" I am ver"y ready to follow your advice? 

faid the hen Partridge, " and the bufinefs 

will foon be corppkated, for the-neft is in 

- ,a manner made for us, it .only wants a.little 

adjufting: I will therefore fet about it i~
,mediately, ~nd will _no longer wafie the 
hours in fruitlefs lamentations, .fmce I am 
convinced, thaf conten~ will render every 

·fituation ~~fy, jo which we can e~joy th.,e 

· company of.our d½ardl friends, a,nd obtair 

·i the neceffaries __ of life." So faying,. fhe re. ... 

_-tired- into the place provided for the pur,.. 

pofe on y1hich _fbe was now_ intent, .and her 

m:lte followed, in order t9 .kJld .he; all the 

affiilance in his power. 
I am very glad, faid the hen Redbreaft,' 

1hat my young ones have had the opp®r~ 

tunity of feeing fuch an example as thi~. 

You now unde.rftand what benefit it rs of 
.t6 have a te1nper of reGgnati.on; more 

,than half the evils of life, I am .well cop

vinced, arife from fretfulne[s and difcon..-

~er.~ ; and would every one, like thef~ Pa~-
. · - tnd~es, 

., -
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trido-es; try to make the .beft of thefr con: 

.. ditign, we Jhould hear 61.rt few complaint~; 
for there are much fewer .real tha.n- imagi
.nary misfortunes.. But :.come, let us take. 
a peep into the next pen. Here they be
.h~ld a pair of fi.ne Pheafants, ,vh.o were 
quieti y picking up fo111e gr.a.in ·that \Yas 
.fcattered for them ; fron1 which n1i.ght be 
:inferred, that they had, like the Partridge,c:,. 
ueconciled themfelves to their lot. T ·he 
little Redbreafts were mu.ch plea.fed v.1ith 
the bet1.t11:y of the cock bird ; -but ~s there 
"was no converfation to be ·heard ·here, their 
parents ,def.red them to fly on ; as ·ple~·.
fures, by which t.he eye Dniy was :1-mu[ed, 
,were not deferving of 'long a-ttenticn. 

They 1¾CCordingly hopped -to the next 
partition, in \\ hieh were -confined a pair of 
n,enciled· Pheafimts_. Ffop_fy was qu-ite de
lighted with the de~anc,e (;If their f9nRi and 
.the beauty of the1r pwmagf', and cou~d 
have fbid the whole day looking at them; 
but as th€:fe b1rcls .were allo t2me and con
tented, }1othing further could ·be k:;:·nt 
here, tha-n a con£rn1aticn of what rthc Pm> 
tridges hJd taught. _Our travellers thfre-

.fore proce€ded fiill f~nthcr~ and fut:nd 
~ pair of gold Pheafants. 1'he1r fr1 ndi<l 
iappear~nce ilruck the . ,:ovno· Redoreaits 
~ith afroni!11ment, and · rrLifcd fuch font~ 

·K i mtnts 
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... jnents .of refp.ea:; that they ·were -~~n {ear: 
ful of. approaching bird~, w'hich they·~fieem,.,_ 
-ed as fo much {uperior· to themfelves: ·bl.it 
th~i_r father defiring they .w_oultl ·never form 
a Judgment of hirds'from a :glittering out-
:fide, placed hi.s family where they ·had 8D 

,.opportunity of obferving, that this fplfndid 
,.pair had ,but little intriniic merit. They. 
'were praud of their fine plumage, a·nd -thei.r 
_,chief employment was walking backwards 
.and forwards to difplay ~t; and fometim~s 
.they endeavoured to pufh through the bars 
?f rheir prifon, thnt they might get ahroaa 

· tp {hew their rich plumage to the w-orld, 
.and exult over thofe who ,were., in this re-. 
·. f peer, inferior to them. , I-low hard, fa.id 
·_,one 9f then1, it is to be !hut up here, where 
there are no other birds to admire us, and 
.w l11er€ ,ve I· aye no little -ugly creatures to 
'r.idiculc-. · I . . 

If fuch are your qeiires\l faid the he!l 
. Redbreaft, I an1 fore y9u am 'happier her~ 
than. at liberty ; for JDll would, by your 

, proud affetted ai_rs, excite the contempt of, 
eiery . bird who has right frntiinents, a_nd 

-confequen~ly ·. 111eet with c0ntinual mc~tifi,
. cation, to which even the ugliefi might 

. ' 
contribute. -
' ,Peck(y ddireq to. know if all _.fine birds 
-~vert proud _and afftlled ? ,By no :n1e~ns, 
,.. ,, . -- nr1· d - ( , ..- - · . · re y·i~ -
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fepfred her mother; yo:.i o~ferved the oth~t 
two pair of Ph~afants, who _were, ,in 1n y 
o.pinion, nearly equ:il to the_fe for bea'1ty 
fi.hd elegance. H0\1/ eaf y and ~1n1ifurn.irtg 
a:re tl1~y., and ho N much are tlieir chanris 
~mproved .by _ the grac~~ of_ hu1ni!ity ! 1 ~~.., 
ten wonder that a~y bfrd ilioul4 indulge 1t
felf in pride. \Vhat have fuch little cret1-
tures as we to boa fr of? The largdl . (pf=
cie_s amongft us is~ very inferior to n1any 
{min1als we fee iri the world ; and rhln is 
lord ave~ th~ greafe!l ~tnd_ilr_ongefi even of 
th~fe. Na v, nian himJdf has no cauG~ to' 
h~ ploud; for ~:e is fo°i?jett to death as well 
~..s th"' n1?aneft creature, in the world, ~s I 
h1:ve h8>d Oiipo:t'unities of oQferving, But 
c01n~, the day w~:trs away, let us vie\v th~' 
ether parts of thi-s inclofure. 

On this· the father conduEted h:s famHy 
t, . f . 1·1: '' t'' -o a variety- o · pen~, 1n \'· 11c.n were maerent 
f~,·ts of fo~eign bircfti, of w_hon1 , he could 
give. lrnt littl: account; th ~refore ,vo-~hl 
not fuffer his youn-ri; one_s to _ fiand gaz-it~g 
~t' t11 ~m long, left they fhould imbibe in-~ 
.r:irious notions of thetn: efpeci:1.lly when_ 
he hea~d Dicky cry our, as he l~ft the laft
pen,-I dare fay that · Stork is a very cruel 
vorac:ous creature ; I mc1.ke no doubt but' 
he would eat us alf one after the other i( 
h~ could get at us. Take c:!re, D ~ck v, 

K s: , fo],d. 
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· f~i<l the fathet; how 1ou form--· an 111 opi:.: · 
nion of any one on f11ght gro_unds. You 
cnnnot poffibly tell •what the charalter of 
this Stork fa, merely from his appearan·ce;, 
you are ~ flranget to his langilage, and 
Gltlnot fee the difpofiti0n of his heart. If 
y0u p)ve way to a fufpici0us .te1pper,, your 
own little breaft will be iH a :Qate of con-

- . Jtant perturbation ; you will abfo1utely •ex
ciude· yourfelf from the blefiiIDgs· of fociety,. 
and wiU be fhunned and defpited ldy every 
bird of every kind.. This Stork, whom·. 
y ou ~ thus· cenfqre, . is far from deferving 

- >,our ill opinion. 1-Ie would do ) ou no 
harm, and is ren1arkable for·· his filial af

. 4ection. I faw him taken prifoner.. He . 
~as carrying his aged father. on his back, 

· w 1101n he had fer a long time fed and com-·, 
fort~d : the weight of this precious burden 

- imp~ded his flight ; and being at length_ 
wearied with ir;he defceNded to· the ground 
to refi himfel( when a cruel matf, who was 

· out on the D'Jfin~fo of bird-catch1t1g, threw . 
n. net over the1n, and then feized him by 

_ fne neck. His pooi father, wf10 was be
fore v1orn out . with age and · infirmities, 
enable to bFar this' calamity, t-herefore fell 
from hts back and inQantly expired.. This 
Stork; after cafiing a look of anguifh on. 
hi£ ckar parent, which I fh~l never foq;et, -

7" turned 
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turned with. fury on his pqfecufor; whorrt 
lje beat V<ith his wings with all the firength 
He had; but it was in vain to contend with 
a being fo· much 1n6re powert~l than him
felf; and> in ( pite 9f all: his exertions, h~ 
was ~onveyed to t_his place. · But comei 
let us pick Hp a litt_le refreilirrient; ~nd then 
return to the orchard. Sayiryg .. this, he . 
a•Iighted 6ri the gr~und, ~s did his mate 
arid her. family, wµ~re the·y rriet with a· 
pl 0 ntiful repaft in the provifions ~hich had 
bxn acddenfall y f cattered by the perfon; 
whofe -employnieD:t i_t was to brin•gJ09d for , 
the inhabitants of tb.e m_enagery. · When 
they had fuffident1y regaled themfelves, all' 
parties. gladly returned to the nefi, . an,d 
f!Very heart ·r~joiced in the poffei11ori of li--: 
berty and peace.-

' ' 
c· H AP. xxrv. -

FOR thre~ (ucceffive days- nothing re.: 
_ markabie happened, either at Mr. 
"Benton's or the Redbreafts neft TRe· little · 
fa1nily came daily to the oreakfafi-table, 
a:nd Robin daily recovered from his acci..:; 
dent, though not fufficiently t0 fly well ; 

K 4 but_ 
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·' but Dicky,._ Fiapf y, and Pec;kf y continued 

fo healthy, and i1nproved'fo fail~ that th-et 
required · no further care ; a.nd the tJiird, 
lnorning after their tour to the gr0ve, fx,e .. 
they did not commit the feaft ~rror. When.. 
they retired from the parlour i'nto tiie cou.rt
yard, to which Robin accGmpani€d them, 
the father expreffed great deligfi.t, that tbey 
were at· length able to fbift for them(elves, 
·.A~nd now a wonderful change tpQk place in 
his own heart That ardent:a-ffectioR for n.FS. 
:roung, which had hitnertq m~d€ him, , for 
their ·fukes, p4tient of toil, aRd fear.refs 0f 
danger, w-as -on a .fudden quenched ; . but, 
frcm the goodnefs of his difpofitron, he fiill 
felt a kind folicitude for their future_ wel
fare ; theref.ore called . them around. him~ 
and thus acldreffe_d· therrt :· 

" You_ 111ufi be fenf1ble, ·n1y dear young ' 
·ones, that from the time you feft the egg
~ eH, till the prefent inftant;~ both your 
mother n.nd I have nourifned you with tne 
t enderefi love.. We have tau·ght you all 
the a,rts of life which are necdfary to pro
<':.ire you f ubfifl:enre, arid preferve y0u 
from dang-e~; Vile have• fbewn you a va-
1iety. of characters in the d1fferent daifes-. 
of birds; and p0inted out .thofe- which are 
to· be imitq-ted, _ and tt10fe which ·are to be
fl1:.!nned . Y._ou m'.lfi: now fhift £0,r your-. 

· {elves 1 
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felves ; • b~t b~fore we part, let me repeat 
my admonition, to u[e induftry, ay.7oid con
tention, cultivate peace, and be ct ntented 
with your conditior,. Let none of your 
own fpecies excel you in any amiable qua- 
lity, for want' of your endeavours to equal · 
the beft; and do your duty in ever.y rela- · 
tion of life, as we have done ours by you. 
P'fefer a calm tetlrement to the gay fcenes 
of levity and di.3.ii= a ticn, for there_ the 
g~eatei1:' degree ·of happinefs is t0 be found. 
You, Robin, I would advife, on account 0£ 
your infirmity, t0. attach yourfelf to Mr. 
B~nfon's farrtily, where you have been f6_ 
kindly cheriilied." · 

vVhilft ne thus fpa-ke, his mate ftood by; 
who fir~ding tlie fame cnange beginning to 
take place in her own breaft; fhe viewed 
her family with tender regret-; . and '-N hen 
lle ceafe-d, cried out; " Adieu, ye dear ob
j_ects of my late care~ and folicitbde ! m~y 
ye never m·0re ftand 1 in, ne~d of a.111orher's · 
afiiftance ! ' Though nature now difmiffes 
me from the arduous ta.fl{, which I have 
long dail_y perforrrr-:d, I rC:joice not, hi,; t 
would gladiy continue my toii, for the fak e 
of its a~tendant pli:a(ures~ . Oh! d -elight-
f~l fentiments of rnaternal love, how can I 
]Xi !'t v.: ifh you ? Let n1e? m y ndUings, giye 
you a fail e1nbrace." 1~hen f preading h :-:r 
, · ~ 5 ~wings-~ 
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Yvings) . fhe folded · them fticcefliveiy td her ·. , 
bo~om, and inftantl y .. recovered her tran
rp.1illity. Each young·- one expreffed its 
grateful thanks ttr both father and"mother,. 
and with t~efe acknowledgments filial af- · 
fi~ct.ion expired iin- tli:eir breafts ;· inftead of · 
which, .. a ref peltft1l · friendtbip · fucceeded·. _ 
Thus was tlig,t- tender tie diffolved,- which 
had li:itherto Bound· this little fam:ily togt:- -
ther; fot . the parents had performed their ·· 
duty, and tlic yotmg ones had no need oL 
farth er o.iliHance: 
1~~ _old Redbre~fi:s having_· now 01::.Iy · 

them[elvrn· ·to provide , for, refolved to be ·· 
no longer ~urtnen_fom~ to their benefac-
tcrs ; and after pburing forth their grati--

, tude· in tHe 1noft ·- lively ftra~ns, . t}£ey tcok ·· 
t heir flight togetner, refolving ·never to fe- -
parate. E very care· now vaniilie.:l, and· 
tneir Jjttle hearts felt no fe.ntin1ents but th'ofe · 
of cht:erfulhefs' and joy. They- ranged the-·. 
frelds and gardens, frpped ·.- at the ~ooleft ·. 
fpring;-, and · indulged th~mfelves m the ·· 
p leafor.es of focie:ty, joining their cheerfuf . 
n ote3 with thofe of other gay chorifiers, -
who animate arrd }frighten the delight[ ul ' 
f :enes of rural life. 

'The fidl morning tha+ the ola-Redbreaffs 
were- miH1ng fi"om Mr-s. Benfon's breakfa11-
table Fi·ece:ick . ~:!d his fa:Ller we-::e greatly . 

1 · - - -· - ... - - - -- -- . - l d a arrne ,, 
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alarmed-for their fafety; but their mamm£, 
fa.id, ilie was of opinion that they had left 
their nefilings; as it was the nature of ani-
mals in · general to difmifs thetr young, as 
foon as they were able to provide for them- · 
felves. Tnat is very firange, . replied Mifs 
H-arriet ; I wonder what \.vould become of 
my brother and .me, were you and papa to 
ferve us fo? And is a· boy of fix, or a girl 
of eleven years old, capable of fhifting fo1:; 
themfelves ?. faid her mamma. No, my 
dear child, you Have need of a much longer 
continuance of our care than , birds and ~ 
other animals ; and therefore Goo has or
dained that parental affettion, . when once 
awakened, fhoul-d · always remain in the 
human · breafi, unlefs extinguifhed by the_ 
up.dutiful behaviour of the child. 

And iliall we fee the old Redbreafis no 
more ? cried Frederick. I db· not know
that you will, replied Mrs. Benfon; though 
it- is not unlikely that they rnay vifit us · 
~gain in the winter ; but let not their ab
fence gri·eve you, my love, for I dare fay 
they are very fafe .and happy . . 

At that infh:nt the young ones arrived, 
and r:net witlYa very joyful·recep'ticn. The 
amufcment they afforded to fvfa.fler Benfon, 
re-conciled him to the lofs qf their parents; 
LHt Harriet c~ec:ar ,d., fhe could not help· 

-- . ~- !2-e~ng . 
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bdng forry· that they · were gone~ · I: fmrlI;: 
f01t the future, manima;.- faidt fhe,.. ta·ke. er 
great deal of-notic.e of-animals;,_ f-or . f. hmve . 
had m.:1ch. enterta,inm.ent in ob-fervitrg the' 
vra:y:s~ of thefe~ Robins~ I highly a pp~ove 
yo1..1r.: n~foluti0n; . my· dear., , faici Mis. B.tn:
f0n, and,·hope. the: occafionaf inftrudion.l 
l-1av:e ~ different times gi.v:en: you; H~Jiu
niihe~l: you, with. general ide.as-; refiJe..CTtng: 
the p~a~r: treatment : of' animals.. I, wil1'
now.,. inform-you,_ upon:. wbat principles· the. 
rule~ of c0ndu& {~ preicrib:e ro~-m_yfelf on 
:tHis. fubject are founded . . 

· J. confider, that · the. fame, alm1gnty and 
gQod· Goo; who .- cr.eated:,man·knnd; .rnade all. 
other ltving·· creatures likewife ; artd ' ap-
pointecJ: them·. their different ranks in· tlie 
e_reation, that they might foFm:1 tog.ether.- a:. 
cemmurJty; receiv:ing-· and conferring reci-_. 
procal .b~nefits. . · 

There is no-doubt. th.at the A·lmiglity. de~ 
fi_gned .alt being$'· for happinefs,. proportion~ 
able ,to the faculties . he .endued them· with;
t;lierefor-e, whoever wantonly defiroys that
happi~efs, a~b; contr4ry to· the wilt of his-; 
Maker. -

• The world we·live·- in feems ·to nave been· 
p r1ncipally ddigned for the ufe and com
,fort of nnnkind; . who, . by the Divine ap-.,." 
· pointn:::n.t~. hav-~.- 00:r.ihio:1. over .th~ in~ 

r,, •• ~eri2E:_ 
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ferior cre:rtm·es ;· in the c::ercife of w hid1,. 
it is certainly their duty to imitate the Ju-
preme Lord of tlze Uuivarfe, by being mer-., 
crful to the utm0ft of' their pov,r.er.. . Th'=Y 

· are endued with reafon, -: which enables_ 
tbe1n .to difrover the different natures of 
brutes, the faculties. th~y poff~fs, ancl how 
th~y ma;y-be made ferviceabie in th~ .world ; .. 
and as ·beafts cannot apply 'thefe- facYlties 
to. their own ufe in fo extenftve a way, and 
numbers of them (being unable to provide 
for their own fuftenance) are indebted to • 
men for many of the necdiaries of life, 
men_ have.an undoubted right to their l_a
bour ·in return. 

· SeveraL other kinds of animals, . which 1 

are fuftained at the expence of manltind,. 
cannot labour for them; from fuch they 
nave a natural claim to whatever they can . 
fupply to\Vards the food and rain1ent of 
their benefactors ; and therefore, when we 
take the wool and railk of the flocks and·;: 
herds, we· take no -more than our due, and·· 
w-hat they can-- very welf'ipare ; as they 
fee111 t0 have an over-abundance giv(n . 
them, tfiat they may be able to return~ their 
obligations to us. -

Son1c creatures liave notl1ing to give us· 
but their own bodies: thefe have been rx
rrefsl y defiined, by the /uprcm~ Govcr;zJ,:,,._ 

.. 
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as too'd for i:nankind, and h~_ has appointed ·. 
an extraordinary increafe· 6f them for this·.,. 
very purp-ofe ; . fuch ari· increaf e, as would · . 
b:: ve·r y iniurious· to· us if -all were fuffered : 
to live. Th~fe-we have an undoubted right : 
to kill ;- but , we fhould make · their fhort ·· 
lives, as; comfortable as poffible.:, 

Other creatures feem · to be- of no• parti- · · 
~r1far ufe to J?ahkind; btlt• as they ferve to 
f urni!b our mi-nds with•; contemplations on , -
th~ wifdorrr, power, and go0dnefs of Goo, .: 
aud ' to ·exhiHraJe our fpirits by their cheer- ·· 
fulnefo "; thefe fhould ~ not · be wantonly- · 
kiHed; -nor_ treated with the leait degree of 

- c;uel-ty, but fhould be at full liberty to en~.;· 
joy ·the bleffings anigned them{;~ uniefs they 
abound to fuch· a -degree, as to become in-- ··: 
jurious, , by devouring tni; f?od which is _dy- ·. 
figned for man;, or for anunal~ more 1m-:. 
mediately bendi..cial to him, whom-,. it is ·Iiis, 
duty to prot-ecL -

-Some animah, fuch ··as ·wild b€afis·:,' fer-- · 
pents, &c. are in their, , natures· ferocio~1s, . · 
noxious, or venerrrems, and capable·- of 1n.:. 
j'L1ring the healtJq, 0r ev~n of defiroying the 
Jives of tnen, a,nd other creatures of a higher · 
rank than th~mfelyes: thefe; . if they leave 
the re·cret · ab0des w'hieh are a Hotted them, 
and becon1e offenfive, _certa.iniy may with : 
-ii ' ft ·1 -~0 bp kil lr,d J .... " •\,..,\.., ...., 4'f\,,, • · • 
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- In a word, my dear, we fhould. end~a::
Your to regulate our regards according to 
the utility and necefiitles of every living · 
creature with- wliich we are ai1y ways con-· 
nected; and confequentiy iliould prefer 
the happinef& of mankind to that of any 
animal whatever. Next to thefe (who be-· 
ing partakers of the fa1ne nature with our-
felves, are more properly our fel/07.0-crea- -
tures) we fhould confider our cattle and · 
domefiick anin1als, and 'take caTe to fupply · 
every creature that is dependent on, us with ~ _ 
pt'oper,food, and keep it in its proper place: · 
after their wants are fupplied, we iliou!<l-i. 
extend our benevolence and compaffion as., 
far as pofiible to the inferior ranks of be-·· 
ings ; and if noth'i'ng fartliet is in our pow- -
er, fhould at leafi refrain from exercifing , 
c,·uelties on then1. . For my o.'Jn part, 1: 
never willingly put to death; or caufe· to he ' 
put to death, . any creature but when the:·~ 
is a real neceffity for it ·; and have my food· . 
dre!fed · in a plain rnnnner, that no n-iore ' 
lives may be facrificed for n1e, than nature· 
requires for my fubfifience in · that · \Vt\Y 
,,-hich GoD has. allotted me. B11t I fear I · 
have tired you with my lor1g lecture, fo ,vill 
oovv difn1ifs yo11. 

· v~~h1lfi 1\1rs. Benfon \i.'2,S giving the[i in- · 
!fi.ua.i.ons to her daugh:~r, Frederick cli-~, 

- - - - .J ye!teq,. 
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vertecf Iiimfelf with-- th€ young- Robins · ·w!frj~ 
having no kind··. ·parents now to ·admoHifh _: 
tlJem5 ma·de a longer vifit than ,, uf11al' ;· fo. 
that Mts. B~fon wo:iJd Eave been obliQ"ed 

.. . 0 

to· drive th~m away,Jrad n0.t Peck(y, on -
feeing her rnbve frorrr ·h€r: feat, r€coHect:{Zd~ 
that !he. and· her · brother and fi.ft~r had · been° 
guilty of ~h -improp1-iety-;_ fhe therefoi:ere
minded ,them· thar they 1bould no longer in- -
tfude, a:nd l'ed the way out ·at 'the window; 
the others · followed her, and Mrs. Ben{on•· 
gave permiffion to her· chi•Idren to ·ta-ke their 
mo.rning·',s walk befo.;:e d1::~y b~gan their_ 
l~ifons. , · 

1\•·. s ·the ol~: R_~bin'S'; whv ·were the Herde~ 
~ and Heroine of_ my talP, . are made 
Happy, it is time for m:! to put an end to 
ir-:- but ·my-· yo1:1ng readers · wiH · doubtlefs 
wifh to kne>_w t?e fe~neL of t~e _hifrory, I
fhall therefore mform, them,of 1t m .. as few, 
words as poffible. 

Mifs Harriet· followed her mamma's pre
cepts and example, a..rid g:re\V up 3fl uni..:. · 
't!trf al. benefaDr.efs · to all' people, and alJ : 

.. . . , . creatu!'es, 
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e1·eafures, w-ith wh01n fhe was any way~:,. 
connected .. 

Frederick was educated upon the fame 
plan, cr-nd was never konwn to b~-cruel to., 

animals, o_r to treat them with an improper 
degree of fondnefs: he waf; alfo remark
able for his• benevofence, fo · as to deferve 
and obtain the character of a. coo D MAN. 

Mifa-Lucy Jenkins was qµite: reformed • 
by Mrs .. BeI}:on's lecture, and her frienq's 
ex1mple; but her brother· continued his · 
practice of exercifing barbarities on .a· va--
riety of unfortunate animals, tHl he · \ve:11: to . 
khool; where having no opportunity of 
doing fo, he gratified his n1a.lignant diipo-" 
f~tion on· his fchool-fellows., and .made it· his't 
dlverfion to pull · the. hair; pinch; and tcaze· 
the ·younger- b0ys ; and by the time he be--" 
cam~ a man.had fo.- hardened his: hen.rt, tha.t -
no kind -of diftrefsaffecred h!m. nor did he. 

· cart for any perfon b:it n~rnfelf; con[e
q.uencl_y, he wn.s de{ if.,d by ali v::ith ,. -hom:-
m had any intercourfe. In this mann<:r 
I~ li-ved for. fom.~ years; at length, as he 
was inhumanlv beating and fpurring a fine 
horfe,,m~rely· becaufe it did not·go 1 fa,fter 
pace than it was able to do, 1the poor crea
rure, in its effo:. ts ta ev~d~ his b_ov,s, thn=•,;;;• 

E, 
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1is. barbarous · ri<l(}r,. who was~ killed- otf" ma 
fpot. _ , , l. 

Farmer ·wH[ oh"s pro-fpedty 1ncreafecf 
vrith e\'terx focceeding yea,r,- aii& he ac-< 
quired a plentiful fo-rtune, . with which• he : 
gave portions: to: each' of his cbUdi.:e~,1 as op-·· 
portunilies· offered, for fettling dtefyl~ in the', 
world; .and .he and his• wife lived to ca_go9d! · 
old age,_ beloved and r-ef pet\:ed by all w }10. 
knew the1n·, _ . . , . · · 
· M'fs:· AddiS" loft her' parrot, by tb'e dif-· 

order with which .it w·as attacked whilft Mrs. : 
Benfon w~s vifttin_g at the houfe ;- and be- · 
fore fhe had recovered'.: the fhock. of this . 
misfortune, as fhe called it, her grief . wa~ rei:.· 
newed by .- the death of the ofol lap-~og. · 
.Abou! a· year after~ards her monkey ef~ 
caped to the top of the houfe, from whenco- : 
he fell and broke his neck. The favourite 
cat went mad, atid was· obliged· to &e kiiled . . 
In fhort, &y a feries of ca:lamhie-s, all her' 
dear darlings· were fucceffively deftroyed·. 
Sh~ fupplied their ph(' 0 s with·. new favou...:- · 
rites, who gave her a great deal of fatigue- . 
.a'nd t:oubl--e. ~ 

In the 1~1eanwhile i1er children grew up;: 
/ a-n:d having exp~rienced no tend_errrefs from: · 

:her, they fcarc_ely kriew they had a ma,mrrta:; · 
nor did thofe vvho had the care of their 
educat~9n incukn,te, that her want of affec-

tion 
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ttcri did not tancel their duty, they therefore 
ireated her with the utmofi negl~cr, and fhe' 
had no friend left. In her old age, ,v hen 
fl1e was no longer c·apabie of amufing her-· 
f~lf with cats, dogs, parrots,- and monkies, 
lhe became fenfible of her errors, and wifh
ed for the comforts which other parents en-· 
joyed; but it y,as now too la-te, and fhe end_,. 
ed her days with forrow arid reg:-ef. . 

This unfortunate Lady had tenderrrefs ·, 
enough in her difpofit1.on for all t~·e pur-· 
pofes of humanity; and had fhe_ j':>laced it 
on proper objects, agreeably to Mrs. Ben-· 
fan's rule, might have been,- like her, a 
good wife, mother, friefid, a.nd mifirefs, 
confequendy, refpeEtable ancl happy. Bur. 
when a ch1ld, l\1rs. Addis ·was' (under _an. 
idea of making her tender-hearted) permit:..· 
ted .to lavifh immoderate foudnefs on c1Rimals, 
the care of which ernt.:oifed her whole at-
. \ _, ~ 

tention, and greatly rnterrupted her educa- : 
tion; fo that, inftead of :fhtdying natural 
f:u1:ory-, an<l other ufeful thing$, · her time 
was taken up with pampering -and attend~· 
ing upon animais, which fhe confidered aS' 
t~e mofi in1portaI?t buiinefs in life. 

I-:Ier children fell into faults of a different" . 
nature. Ivlifs Addis being, as I obfer-ved 
in a former part of this hifiory, le.ft to the: 

tare of fervants, grew. 1.1p \.YttTl ~ery con-
tracted 
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~a~~ no~i-on_?•· Ar~ongil other· ·_preju:.;
dr~es, fh~ 1mb1hid_ that of bei·~ , afra.id of r 
fp,1ders, frogs,. a-nd- other Y.fa';rmlefs' .things ;: 
and having been_.hit by t_~e. monkiey .w.hen' 
i ~ · efcap~d-~ as· l befo:-e _refa,ted, . ahd terrifi-
ed· by the·.cat~ w-heri: it went. mad~ · fhe ex-:
feflded h.~r fe~rs ·to eve-Fy· kind · of -ereature;, 
and:. couJd.- net tak~ a ·walk- in the fields,. or 
every in )h-e fheet,. wi t-ho_ut _a t&oufand ap- · 
p.rehen~O.n$. · · A( laft~ h-~;r conilltL;1ti0d~ 
\vhjch from· bad ·nti-rfrng, was very delicate, 
w.as fiill more ,veak.~ned; 5y h~r COB.t"inuar 
ap.prehenfions--;· and a rat happening. ~o run 
~IJrofs:th =~· pa.th, as_ frre was _walking, fne feU: 
iIJ.to £ts,_ w-h-Lch- . affiicreq her, _at intervals, 
<rfuriiig tfre rem'ainder, of herEfe. · 
. Mafi'er-A-dd-is~ .as Coon ash~ beeru:n~ frn::.:. · 

fib.le. 0.f? his, moth~r'.s: foible~· concei ve.d-· an in-
v.eterate ·htt.t.fo.d·: fo. ahimaF,:i1rgen:ernl;, W h.9nf 
T1e regard~d a~ hii. enerriies.;, and thought · 
ne· was·: a.vengfog his. own c-aufe when: he 
tteated.any with · barbarity. Cats and de;>gs; 
in µa.rtkutar, Fi~-!ingled out as _the o~jects · 
of his revenge, be-caufe :he confidi:red them ·, 
as; his_ nrotlier'9 gte.ateft favourites; and , 
m-any a one feff an inno<::ent vi8-Jn1-to hi& 
rn,iHaken ideas. . 

The parent Redbreafis- vifited their ki_nd 
h~nefa.clo~·.s tlie n.ext winter ;: but a.s they 

were 
.. .. -

, 



.. 

-r ] 
..;ere flying a1ong one day, they faw ·tome 
crumbs of bread, which had betn fcatterecl 
·by l\..fifs Lucy Jenkins, who (as I obferved 
before) had adopted the fentiments of her 
fi-rend, in refpeet to com pafEcn for ani
mals, and refo"lved to imit~te her in every 
excellence. The Redm·eafis gratefully 
picked up the crumbs, and, encouraged ·by 
the gentle inv-itation of her looks, refolve~ 
to repeat 'their :v'ifi ts ; w hic:h they accord
ing} y did, and found fuch an ample fupply,! 
that they thought it more advifeable to go 
to her wir,1 their next brood, than to be 
burthenfcme to their old bcnefac\ors, who 
had a gre.at number of penfioners 'to fup
J?Ort: but Mafier and Mif~ Benfon had 
frequently the pleafure of feeing rhe1n, and 
knew them fro1n all their fpecies by feven~l 
particularities, which fo lon:g an acquaint
ance had given them lhe · opportunity of 
Dbferving. 

Robin, in purfuance of his father's ad-' · 
vice, and agreeably to his own -inclinatrom~,; 
att.1ched himfelf to Mr. Benfon's fo1nily., 
where he was an exceeding great favourite. 
He had before, under the conduct of his 
parents, made frequent excurfions into ·rhe 
garden, and was, by their direction, ena ... 
bled to get up into trees, but his wing ne
l:~!. ~~coYcred ~iffic~~ntiy _t~ ~nable frm 

to 
~ . 



. 
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10 take iong _fl~ghts: .however; he found 
.himfelf at ' liberty to do as he .pleafed, ancJ. 
ftherefore, during the fummer q1onths, com~ 
.man} y r:a«ed .moft . .of his .time · abroacj, and. 
nmfied in trees, but .vifited the tea-table 
~e-yery morning; ~nd .there he ufu 2.lly met 
~his fiil:er _Peek(y, who took up ber abode 
_in .the orchard,- where fhe enjoyed the · 
.friendfhip.of ·her father and mothe~. Dicky 
,and FJapfy, who thought tlv~ir company 
too grave, flew giddi-ly about together. In 
,a fhort -t~1ne they :were both caught in a 
,trap-cage, and put into the aviary, which 
,Dicky OMce· longed to inhabit. Ijere .they 
were at firfl: very miferaole ; but after a 
,while, recollecting their .good -parent's ad:
vice, and the exarriple of the -Linne.ts and 
Pheafants, tkey- at _length reconciled them:
felves _t9 · their -1ot, and e,ach met with ?, 

•.:rriat~, wi'th whom they liy~d t_qlera~l y_ 
happy. - · 
, :Fro1n the .foregqing -.exa_mpies, I ·11ope 

:~y young n~ad,ers -will felett: the beft fo_r 
their own imitation, arid take warning .b_y' 
!he n~ft, .other~/ ife my l:1ifiories ~re writtel). 
ln vam. 
'.. 1-Iappy _w-0uld it be for the animal crea_:.-
t}01;, if every human being, like good -
Mrs. Benfon, confulted the welfare of in
ler_~o~ cr~.atures; and _neithe£ f poiled theb,11). . 

- y 
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by 1ndulgence, or, inj-ured the111 by tyran; 
.ny ! Happy would mankind be, if every 
-0ne, like "her, .acted -in conformity to the 
will of their Maker ; by cµltivating in the;r 
,ew n minds, and thofe of their children, 
the divz'ne pnizcip/e of U~))'_ERS AL _BEN~:: 

YO.LE.NCE ·! 
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