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P R E F A C Eo 

THESE converfations and tales are 

accom1nodated to the prefent ftate o( fo­

ciety; which obliges the author to attempt 

tb cure thofe faults by reafon, which ought 

ne-ver to have tJken root in the inLnt mind. 

Good h1bics, imperceptib ly fixed, are far 

p:-eferable to the precep:s of reafon ; but, 

as this ufk requires rnore judgment than 

g~ne-rally falls to the lot of parents, fub.,, 

fiicutes 1nuft b~ fought for, and medicines 

given, when regimen would have anfwered 

the purpofe much b~tter. I believe thofe 

who examine their own nyinds will I eadily 

agree with 1ne, tlut reafon, with difficulty, 

conquers fettled habits, eveh when it is 

arrived at forne degn:e of rnatu1 ity: why 

then do we fuffer chii.Jren ro be bound with 

fetters, whic'.1 thtir half-formeJ facultiez 

cannot break. 

In wric:ing the following work, I aim at 

perfpicuity and fimplicity of 11:,, le; and try 
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to avoid thofe unmeaning compliments, 
· which i1ip from the tongue, but have not 

the_ leait connection with · th~ affections that 
1houkl warm the heart, and animate the 
conduct. By this falfe politenefs, finceriry 
is facrinced, and truth violated; and thus 
artificial manners are neceffarily taught. 
For true po1irencfs is a: polil11, ~or a varniiJ-i; 
and fhould rather be acquired by obferva­
tion than admonition. - And we may re-
1nark, by vv,ay of illufiration, that men do 
not attempt to poli!h- precious ftones, rill 
age and air have given them ·that degree of 
foliclicy, which will enable them _to b.:ar the 
_necd fc1 1y friction, without deihoying the 
main fubltance. 

The \vav to render infhuction mofl: ufe-, 
ful Can~ot always be adopted .. knowledge 
fl1ould be g:- ;1dL1al ly imparted, and flow 
rnore from ex~rnpl e than teaching: exam­
ple direclly acld reifes the frnfes, the firfi: 
inlets to the -heart; and the improvement 
of th ofe infiru rnents of the unde tf\anding is 
the object education ihould have conftantly 
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PREFACE. V 

in view, and over which we h:ive mof!: 

power. But to will1 that parents would, 

thernfelves, mould the ductile paffio_ns, is 

a chimerical wifh, for the prefent genera­

tion have their own paffions to combat with, 

and fafi:idious pleafores to purfue, neg1ecl:­

ing thofe pointed out by nature: we mufl: 

therefore pour premature knowledge into 

the fucceeding one; and, teaching virtue, 

expfain the nature of vice. Cruel neceffity ! 

The Converfations are inrendt>d to afiift 

the te~cher as we1l as the pupil ; and this 

will obviate an objection which fome 1nay 

ftart, that the fentimen~s are not quite on­

a level with the capacity of a child. Eveiy 

child requires a different rnode of trl.'atment; 

but a writer can only choofe on t , and that 

mull: be rnodified by thofe wh.o are actualiy 

engaged with young people in their fi:udies. 

'Fhe tendency of the reafoning obvioufly 

tends to fix principles of tru lh and huma­

nity on a folid and firnple foundation; and 

to make religion an active, invigorating 

director of the affections, and not a n1ere 
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cafoal!y inftilJ. In order to eradicate thefe 
prejudices, and fubftitute good habits in-, 

ftead of thofe they had carelefsly contracted,· 
Mrs. Mafon never fuffered them to be•out 
of h~r '--fight. They were allowed to aik 
queftions on all 6ccafions, a method lhe 
would not have adopted, __ had ihe educated 

I 

them fron.1 thr!,. firft, according to the fug ... 
geftions of her own ·reafon, to which expe­
rience had given its fanction. 

,, 'They had~t<?lerable1capaci~ies; but Mary 
had a t 'lllrn for ridicul~, and Caroline was 
vain of her perfon. She was, indeed, very _ 

. ' ' 

handforne, and the inconfiderate encomi .. . . ~-
urris that had, in her prefence, been laviil1ed 
on her beauty made her, even at that early 
ag~, aff ~ded. 

, 
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MORAL CONVERSATIONS 

AND 

S T O R I E Sa 

C H A P. I. 

The Treatment of Animals-The Ant-The 
Bee-Goodnejs-1'he Lark'; Nejl-1'he 
Ajfes. 

0 NE fine morning in f pring, fome 

time---:ifter l\1ary and Caroline were 

fettled i~ their new abode, Mrs. Mafon 

propofed a walk before breakfafr, a cuf­

tom fhe wi!hed to teach imperceptibly, by 
rendering it amufing. 

The fun had fcarcely di( elled the dew 

that hung on every blade of grafs, and filled 

the half-!hut flowers; every'profpecl: finiled, 
and the freilinefs of the air conveyed the 

moft pleafing fenfations to Mrs. Mafon's 

B mind; 
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-1n•i11d; hut the chil-dren were regardlefs of 

the furrounding beauties~ and ran e~gerly 

after fame ·infects to defhoy the·m. Mrs. 
Mafon_ filenTiy obferved their cruel fports, 
without appearing to do it, but ftepping 

fuddenly out of the foot-path into the .long 

grafs, her buckle was caught tn it, and 

ftriving to difentangle herfdf, f11e wet her 
feet; ~hich the children knew fhe wifhed 
to avoid, as fhe had been lately fick. · This 
circumftance roufed their attention; and 

they forgot their amufement to enquire why 
!he had left the path; and Mary could 
hardly reftrain a laugh, when !he- was in-· 

formed that it was to avoid treading on 

fon1e fi1ails th?t wefe creepi'ng acrofa the 

narrow foot way. .surely, faid Mary, you 

do not think there _is a_ny hann in killing 
a fnail, or any of thofe nafty creatures ,that 
crawl on the ground ? I hate. the[Jl, and 

.fhould fcream if one was to find its way 
{rom .my clothes to my neck ! With great 

gravity, Mrs. Mafon a{ked how ~e dared 

to kill any thing, unlefs it were to prevent I, 

jcs hurting her? Then, refuming a fmiling 

face, ihe faid, Your education has been 
neglected, 
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neglected, n1y child; as we walk along at-­

tend to what I fay, and make the beft an­

f wers you can; and do you, Caroline, join 

in the converfation. 
You have already heard that God cre­

ated the world, and every inhabitant of it. ~ 
He is then called the Fat her of all creatures;. 

' and all ar'e made to be happy, whom a good 

and wife Gvd has created. He h'1.1de thofe 

fnails you def pife, and caterpillars, and fpi­
ders; and Vi1hen he made them, did not 
leave then1 to periil1, but placed thei.n 

where the food that is mofl: proper to nou­
rifh them is eaGly found. They do- not 

live long, but He who is their Father, as . 
we11 as your's; directs them to depofit th:-ir 
eggs on the plants that are fit to fupport 

their young, when t,hey ::il·e not able to get 

food for themfelves.-t\nd when fuch a 
great and wife Being b:Js taken care to pro .. 

vide every thing necdfary for the meaneft 

creature, would you dare to kill it, merely 

becaufe it appears to you ugly ? l\.:'.Iary bt>­
gan to be attentive., and quickly follo\.ved 

Mrs. Mafon's example, who allowecl a 
caterpillar and a fpider to .creep on her 

B 2 . hand .. 



( 4 ) . -
hand. You find them, fhe rejoined, very 
harmlef~; but a great number would de .. 
£hoy our vegetables and fruit; fo birds are 

' .. 
permitted to eat them, as we feed on ani .. 
n_1al~; and in fpring there are always more 
than at any other feafon of the year, to fur­
niih food for the _ young broods.-Half~ 

' ·convinced, Mary faid, But worms are of 
little confeque~_ce in . the wo.rld. Yet, re­
plied Mrs. Mafon, God cares for them, and 
gives them every .thing that is hecelfary to 
render their exiH:ence comfortable. You 

-are often troublefome--1 am il:ronger than 
you-yet I do not kill you. 

Obferve thofe ants; they have a little 
habitation in yonder hillock; they carry food 
to it for their young, and fleep very fnug 
in- it during the cold weather. The bees 
alfo have c01nfortable towns, and lay up a 
!_l:qre of honey to fupport them when the 
flowers die, and fnow covers the ground: 
and this foreeafr is as much the gift of God, 

; 

as any quality you po!fefs. 
Do you know the meaning of the word 

Goodnefs ? I fee you are unwilling to an-
6 - fwer. 

, I 



f wet. I will tell you. It is, firft, to avoid 
., 

hurting any thing; and then, to contrive 

to give as much pleafure as you can. l f 

fome infects are to be deftroyed, to pre­

frrve my garden from defolc_!.tion, I have--i~ 

done in the quickrl½ way. The domeftic 

animals that I keep, I provide the be(l food 

for, and never fuffer them. to be tormented; 

and this caution arifes fro1n two motives:­

I wi!h to make them·happy; and, as I love 

my fellow-creatures ftill -better than the 

brute creation, I would not allow thofe that 

1 have any influence over to grow habitu­

ally thoughtlefs and cruel, till they were 

, unable to relifh the greatefl: pleafure Iife af­

fords,-that of refe111bling God, by doing 

good. 
A lark now began to fing, as it foared 

aloft. The children watched 
. . 
its motions, 

~ liftening to the artlefs n1elody. They won­

dered what it was thinking of-of its young 

_family, they_ foon concluded; for it flew 

over the hedge, and drawing near, they 

heard the young ones chirp. Very foon 

both the old birds took their flight together, 

B 3 to 
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to look for food to fatisfy the craving of rhc 
a-lmofl fledged young. An idle boy, who 
had borrowed a gun, fired at them-they 

_ fell; and before · he could take up the 
wounded pair, · he perce:ived Mrs. M afon ; 
and expecting a :very fevere reprimand, ran 
away. She and the little girls drew near~ 
and found that one was ·not much hurt, -
but that the other, the cock, had one lt-g 
broken, · and ooth its wir gs fhattered; and 
it.s little eyes feemed ftarting out of. their 

-_fockets, it w~s in fuch exquirite pain. The 
children turned away their eyes. Look at 
it, faid Mrs. rv'.Iafon; do you not fee that 
it fuffers as much, and more than you did 
when' you had the fmall-po~, when you 
were fo tenderly nurfed. Take up the 
hen; I will bind her wing together; per­
haps it may heal. As to .. the cock, though 
l hate to kill any thing_, I mufl: put him 
out of pain; to leave him in his prefent 
ftate would be cruel; and avoidi rig an un­
pleafant fcnfation myielf, I !hould allow the 

- poor bird to die by inches, and call this 
treatment tendernefs, when it would be felf­

ifhne:G 
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ii11ne-fs or weaknefs. Saying fo, £he pl'..lt 

her foot on the bird's head, turning her 

own another way. 
Thev walked on; when Caroline re-

n1arked, that the neftlings, deprived of their ✓ 

par~nts, would now p"'rifh; and the 010-

(her began to flutter in her hand as they 

drew near the hedge ; though the poor 

creature couid not fly. yet fhe tried ·ro do 

1~. 1'he girls, wid1 Oile voice, bt>gg~d 

Mrs. Maf on to kt them t2.ke the neft, and 

provide food in a cagt', and fre if the-mo­

ther could not contrive to hop about co 

feed them. The nefr and the old mother 

were inftarn1y in M.uy's handkerchief. A 

little opening_ wa? left to admit the air; and 

Caroline peeped into it every moment to 

fee how chey looked. I 8ive you leave, 

Ciid tv'I rs. M. afon, to take thofe birds, be­

caufe an accident has rendered them help .. 

kfs; if -hat h.1d not bes;n the cafe, they 

fhould not have been confined. 

They had fcarce1y ,reached the next field, 

when they met another boy wirh a neO: in 

his hand, and on a tree near him faw the 

B 4 n1other, 
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mother, who, forgetting her natural t11n1-
dity, follow~d th_e f poiler; and her intellr-

- gible tones of angui!h reached the . ears of 
the· children, whofe hearts no\:" firft felt the 
emotions of humani~y. Caroline called him, 
and taking fixpence out of her little purfe, 
offered to give it to him for the neft, if he 
would ihew her where he had taken it from . 
. The boy confented, and away ran Caroline 
to replace it,-crying all the way, how de­
lighted the old bird will be to find her brood . ' 
agarn. The pleafure that the parent-bird 
would feel .was talke8 'of till they came to a 
large common, 4nd heard .fame young affes~ 
at tpe door of an hovel, making a moft 
dreadful noife: Mrs. Mafon had ordered 

, ·the old ones to be confined, left the young 
1hould fuck before the neceffary quantity 
had been faved for fame fick people in her 
neighbourhood. But afrer they had given 
the ufual quantity of milk, the thoughtlefs 
boy had lefr them frill in confinement, and 
the young in vain implored the food nature 

'
1 deilgned for theJr particular fup-port. Open 

the hatch, faid Mrs, Mafon,, the mothers­
have-
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have ftill enough left to fatisfy their young. 

It was opened, and they faw them fuck. 

Now, faid ibe, we will return to break­

fafi:; give me your hands, · my little girls, 

you have done good this morning, you 

have atl:ed like rational creatures. Look,. 

what a fine morning it is. Infects, birds, 

and animals, are all enjoying this f weet day. 

Thank God for permitting you to fee it, 

and for giving you an underfi:anding which 

teaches you chat you ought> by doing good, 

to imitate Him. Ocher creatures only chink 

of fupporting themfelves; but man is at­

lowed to ennoble his n~ture, by cultivating 

his mind and enlarging his heart. He feels. 

difioterefted love; every part of the crea- / . 

ti.on affords an exercife for virtue, and vir-

tue is ever the trueft fource of pleaf ure Q. 

B 5 CHAP .. 
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C H A P. · II. 

, The Treatment -of .Animals-The Difference 
between them artd Man-Parental Affec­
iion of a Dog-Brutality punifhed. 
' . . 

AF t ER break(aft, Mrs. Mafon gave 
-, the childre11-Mn. Trimmer's Fabulous 

Hijlories ;' and ,the fubject ftill turned on 
animals, and 

1
the _wanton cruelty of thofe 

who tr_eated t 1em improperly. The little 
girls were eager to exprefs their deteftation, 

.and requefte<l that in future they might be 
ra11owed to feed the ,chickens. Mrs. Mafon 
-compl_iti:d with their requeft; only one con­
dition was annexed to the permiffion, that 
·they did it regularly • . When you wait for 
your food, you learn patience, !he added, 
and you can n1ention your wants; but 
thofe helplefs creatures cannot complain. 
'rhe country people frequently fay,-How 
can you trea~ a poor dumb beafl: ill; and a 
fhefs is very properly laid on the word 
dumb; for dumb they appear .. to thofe who 
do not obferve their looks ~nd geftures; 

but 
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but God, who takes care of every thing., 

underftands their language; and fo did Ca­

roline this morning, when Ihe ran with fuch 

eagernefa to re-place the · 11efl which the 

thoughtle(s boy had ftolen, htedlefs of the 

mother's agonizing cries ! 
l\t1ary interrupted her, to afk, if infects 

and animals were not inferior to men ? Cer­

tainly, anfwered Mrs. Mafon; and men are 

inferior to angels; yet we have i-eafon to 

helieve, that thofe exalted beings delight to 

do us good. You have heard in. a book, 

which I feldom permit you to read, be­

caufe you are -not of an age to underft:and 

it, that angels, when they fang glory to 
God on high, wifhed for peace on earth, 

as a proof of the good-will they felt to­

wards men. And all the glad tidings thtr­

have been fent to men, angels have pro­

claimed: indeed, the word angel -fignifies. a 

meffenger. In order to pleafe God, and 

our happinefs depends upon pleafing him, 

we muft do good. What we call virtue, 

may be thus explained :-we exercife every 

benevolent affection to enjoy con1fort here, 
B 6 - and 
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and to fit ourfelves to · be angels hereafter-.. 

And w&en we have acquired human vi.rtues, 

we lhall -have ~ nobler ernpio_yment i_n our_ 

Father's kingdom. . But between angels 

and men a much gr~ater refemblance fuh­

fi.t1s, than hetwee'n men _and the qnrte cre­

ation; becaufe the· two form·er feem capable 

of in1prove_ment. /_ - -

The -birds you·· faw to-day do not im·­

prove-or their improvement only tends to 

felf-prefervation; the- firft neft they ma~e 

and the laft are exaBJy the fame; though 

in their ,aights they muft fee many others 

more beautiful if not more convenient, and', , 

had they reafon, rhey would probably.fhew 

fomething like individual tafte in the form 

· of thei~ dweliings; but this is not the cafe. 

Y o·u faw the hen tear the down from her 

bre·an: to make a neff for her eggs; yon 

faw- her beat the gr.ain wi-rh her biH1 ·and 

not f waHow a bit, till the young were fa­

tisfied; and afterwards fhe covered them 

wi~h her wings, and feemed perfectly h~ppy, 

while D1e watched over her charge; if any 

cne approached, the was ready to defend 
them, 
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them, at the hazard of her life: yet, a 

fortnight hence, you will fee the fame hen 

drive the fledged chickens from the corn, 

and forget the fondnefs that feemed to be 

ftrouger than the firft impu1fe of nature. 

Animals have not the affections whi£h 

arife from reafon, nor can they do good, or 

acquire virtue. Every affection, -and im~ 

pulfe, which I have obferved in them, are 

like our inferior emotions, which do not 

depend entirely on our will, but are invo­

luntary; they feem to have been implanted 

to preferve the f pecies, and make the indi­

vidual grateful for actual kindnflfs. If you 

carefs and feed them, they will love you, 

as children do, without knowing why; but 

we neither fee i1nagination nor wifdom i,n 

them; and, what principally exalts man, 

friendfl1ip and devotion, they feem incapa­

ble of fanning the kaft idea of. Ftiendfhip 

is founded on knowledge and virtue, and 

thefe are human acquirements; and devo­

tion is a preparation for eternity; becaufe 

when we pray to God, we offer an affront 

to him,. if we do not ftrive to imitate the 
perfections 
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perfections He_difplays every where fot our 
tmitation, that we 1nay grow better -and 
happier • . 

The children eagerly enquired in wha.t 
manner they were to bel1ave, to prove th~t 

- they were fuperior to ani_ma1s ? The an­
f wer was fhort,-be · tender-hearted; and 
Jet your fuperior endowments ward off the 
evils which they cannot: foref~e. le is only 
· to anin1a]s th;1t children can do good; men 
are their _fuperiors. vVhen I was a chiid, 
added their tender friend, I always made it , 
my fi:udy and delight ro feed all the dumb 
family -that furrounded our houfe; and 

I -
when I could b~ of ufe to any one of them, 
I was happy. · , This employment hum a- , 

I 

nized my heart, while, like wax, it took 
~very impreffion ; _and_ Providence haJ fince 
made me an infhument -of good -I have 
been ufeful to my fellow-creatures. 1, who 
never wantonly trod on an infect, or difre .. 
garded the plaint of the fpeechlefs beaft, 
can now .give bread to the hungry, phyfic 
to the fick, comfort to the affiict:ed, and, 
above all., a1n preparing you, who are to 

l~ve 
~ 

--
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live for ever, to be fit for the fociety of 

angels, and good 1nen mJde perfect. This 

world, I to1d you, was a road to a better­

a preparation for it; if we fuffer, we grow 

hun1bler and wifer: but animals have not 

this ad vantage, and man fhould. not prevent 

their enjoying all the happinefs of which 

, ' they are capable. 
A {he-cat or dog have fuch ftr~ng pa-

rental affection, that if you take a way tl!eir 

young, it almoft kills them ; fome have 

a-e\:ually died of grief when all have been 

taken away; - though they do not feem ro 

mifs the greateft part. 
A bitch had once all her litter ftolen fronl 

her, and drowned in a neighbouring brook: 

fue fought them our, and brought them one 

by one, la1d them at the feet of her cruel 

mafter ;-and looking wi ftfully at i.h~1n for 

fome time, in du:nb anguifh, turning her 

eyes on the deftroyer, fl1e expired ! 

1 myfelf knew a man who had hardened 

his heart to f uch a degree, that he found 

pleafure in tormenting every creature whom 

,he bad any power over. 1 faw him let two . 
guinea-
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guinea-pigs roll down fl'opi-ng tiles, to fee , 
i( th~ fall would kill them. And were they 
killed ? cried Caroline. Certainly; and it 
is well they were! or he would have found 
fome other mode of torment. When be 
became a father, h~ not only neglected to 
educate his children,. and fet them a good 
example, but he taught them to be cruel _ 
while he tormented the1n-: the confequence 
was, that 'they neglecled him when he was 
old and feeble; and he died in a <litch. 

I 
• You may now go and feed your birds, 

and tie fome of the ftraggling flowers round 
the- garden flicks. After di:1ner, if the 
weather continues fine, we will walk to the 
wood, and I will fuew you the hole in the. 
limeftone mountain (a mountain whofe bo.w­
els, as ' we · call them, are lime~ftones) in. 
whie:h poor crazy Robin and his dog Jived . 

. 
;.. , ......... . 

... 
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'.l'he Treatment of Animals-The Story of craz:J 

Robin-The Man confined in the Baflille. 

I N the afternoon the children bounded 

over the fhort grafs of the comtnon, 

and walked under the iliadow of the moun­

tain till they came to a craggy part, where 

a (heam broke out, and ran down the de­

di vicy, frruggling with the huge llones 

which impeded its progrefs, and occafioned 

a noife that did not unpleafantly interrupt 

the f olemn filence of the place. The brook 

was foon loft -in a neighbouring wood, and 

the children turned their eyes to the broken 

fide of the mountain, over which ivy grew 

in great profuuon. Mrs. I\t'.Iafon pointed 

out a little cave, and deGred them to fit 

down on fame ftumps of trees, whilft fhe 

rela~ed the promifed ftory. 

In yonder cave once lived a· poor man, 

who generally went by the name of crazy 

Robin. In his youth he was very induf­

-trious,. and married my fat:her's dairy-tnaid; 
a. girl 
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a girl deferving of fuch a· geod hufband·. 

- For fome time they continued to live very 
con1fortab]y; their daily lt1bour procured 
their daily bread; but Robin, finding it was 
likely he' ibould have a large family, bor­
rowed a trifle, to add to the f mall pi t rance 

·· which they had fa ved in fervice, and took 
a lit tle farm in a neighbouring county. I 
was then a ch ild, 

' 
Ten or twelve years after, I heard thac 

a crazy n,an, who ~ppeared very harmlefs, 
had piled. by the fide of the brook a grea-r 
num ber of !tones ; he would wade into the 
river for them, followed by a cur dog, 
whorn he would fi equently call his Jacky, 
and even his_ N ancy; and then mumble to 
him-felf,-thou wilt not leave me-we will 
dwell with the owls in the ivy.'-A number 
of owls had taken !helter in ir. The fiones 
which he waded for he carried to the mouth 
of the hole, and only juft lefr room enough 
to creep in. Some of the neighbours :it 
Jafr recollected his face ; and I fent to en- -, 
quire what misfortune had reduced him to 
fuch a deplorable ftate. The information · 

rre-
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I received from different · perfons, l will 

communicate to you in 21.s few words as I 

can. 

Several of his children died in their in .. 

fancy; and, two years before he came to 

his native place, one misfortune had foi­

lowed another till he had funk under their 

accumulated weight. Through various 

accidents he was long in arrears to his land­

lord; who, feeing that he was an hooeft 

man, who endeavoured to bring up his fa­

mily, did not difirefs him; but when his 

wife was lying-in of her laft child, the 

landlord dying, his heir fent and feiz~d the 

ftock for the rent ; and the . perfon from 

whom he had borroweLl fome n1oney, ex­

afperated to fee all gone, arreflit1g, hin1 itn• 

tnediately, he was hurried to gaol,. wfrhout 

being able to leave any money for his fa­

mily. The poor woman could not fee 

thern ftarve, and trying to fupport her 

children before fhe ha<l gained fufficient 

ftrength, !he caught cold; and through neg­

lect, and her want of proper nouriihment, 

her illnefs turned to a putrid fever ; which 
two 
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two of the children caught- from her, and 
died. with her. The two who were left.,: , 
Jacky ~nd Nancy, went to their father., and~ 
took with the·m a cur dog, that had long 
lhared their frugal meals. 

The children ?egged in the day., and at 
night flept with thei~ wretched father. Po­
yerty and dirt foon robbed their cheeks of 
the rofes which the country air made bloom 
with a peculiar fre!hnefs; fo that they foon 
caught a jarl fever,-and died. The poor 
father., whQ was . now bereft of all his chil­
dren, hung over their bed in fpeechlefs 
angl.li.{h; not a ·groan ~r a tear efcaped· 
from him, w hi I.fl: he flood, two or thriee 
hours, iri the fame attitude, looking at the 
·dead bodies of his little darJi.ngs. 'The dog 
licked his hands, and firove to attract his 
attention; but for awhile he feemed not to 
obforve his careffes; when he did, he faid, ... 
mournfully, thou .wi'lt -not leave" me-and 
then he began to laugh. The bodies were 

' removed ; and he remained in an unfettled 
ft ate, often frantic; at length the phreniy fub­
fided, and he grew melancholy and harmi-

1.efa~ 
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1efs. I-le was not then fo clofely watched; 

and one dav he contrived to make his-ef-, 

cape, the dog followed him, and came di .. 

rectly to his native village. 

After I had received this account, I de­

termined he fhould live in the place he had 

chofen, undiflurbed. I fent fome conve­

niences~ all •Of which he rejected, except a 

mat; on which he fometimes flept-the 

dog always did. I tried to induce him to 

eat, but he conftantly gave the dog what­

ever I fent him, and lived on haws and 

blackberries, and every kind of trafh. I 

ufed to call frequently on him : and he 

fometimes followed me to the houfe I now 

Eve in, and in winter he w·ou1d c01ne of his 

' own accord, and take a cruft of bread. 

He gathered water-creffes out of the pool, 

and would bring them to 1ne, with nofe­

gays of wild thy1ne, which he plucked 

from the fides of the mountain. I men­

tioned before, that the dog was a cur. It 

had, indeed, the bad trick of a cur, and 

would run barking after horfes heels. One 

day, when his mafter was gathering water-
creffes, 
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cre.fTes, the dog running after ·a young gen­
tle1nan's horfe, made it Harr, and almoft 
threw the rid~r; who grew fo angry, that, 
though he knew it was the poor madman's ;' 
dog, he levelled his gun at his head-Ihot 
him-and inftantly rode off. Robin ran to 
his dog-he looked at his woun9s, and not 
fenuble that he was dead, called to h.im to 
follow hi1n; but · when he found that he 
c?uld .not, he took hin1._ to the pool, and 
wafl1ed off the blood before ~t began to 
clot, and th~n brought hi1n home, and laid 
him on the n1at. 

I o°l,f~rved that I had not feen hi111 pa­
cing up the hills as ufuaJ, and fent to en­
quire about -him. He was found fitting by 

' the dog, and no entreati<:'s could prevail on _ 
him to q.uit the body, or receive any re- _ 
frefhment. I i~franrly fet off for this place, 
hoping, as I had always been a favourite, 
that I fhould be able to perfuade him to e-ac 
fo1nething. But when I came to him, I 
found the hand of death was upon him. 
He was -fiill rnelancholy; yet there was not 
fuch a mixture of wildnefs in it as for-merly! 

· I preired 

0 
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_ I preffed him to take fon1e food; but, in­

ftead of anfwering n1e, or turning away, . 
he burft into tears-a t_hing I had never 

feen him do before, and fobbing, he faid, 

- Will any one be kind to 1ne !-you will 

kill me l---I faw not my wife die-No! 

they q.ragged me from her-but I faw 

Jacky and Nancy die-and who pitied n1e? 

-but my dog! I-Ie turned his eyes to the 

body-I wept with him. I-le would then 

have taken fome nourifhment, but nature 

was exhanfted-and he expired. 

Was that the cave? faid ,\1ary. They 

tan to it. Poor Robin ! Did you ever 

hear of any thing fo cruel ? Yes, -anfwered 

Mrs. Mafon; and as we walk home I will 

relate an inftance of ftill greater barbarity~ 

I told you, that Robin was confined in 

a jail. ln France they have a dreadful 

one, called the Baftille. The poor wretches 

who are confined in it live edtirely alone; 

who have not the pleafure of feeing men or 

animals; nor are they allowed books. 

They live in co1nfortlefs folitude. Some 

have arnufed the1nfelves by making figures 

l on 
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en the wall; and others have llltd fl:raws in 
rows~ One miferable captive found a fpi­
de~; he nouriihed it for two or three years; 
it grew tame, and partook of his lonely 
meal. · The keeper obferved it, and men­
tioned the circurriftance to a fuperior, who 
ordered :him to crufh it. In,, vain did the 
m'an beg to have his fpider fpared. . You 
find, . Mary, that the nafty creature which 
you defpifed w:as a con1fort in folitude. / The keeper_ obeyed the cruel command; 
and the unhappy . wretch felt more pain 
when he heard the crufh, than he had ever 
experienced durine; his long confinement. 
He looked round a dreary apart-ment, and 
the fmall portion of light which the grated 
bars admitted only ferved to lhew him, 
that he breathed where nothing elfe drew breath. 

CHAP. 
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CH AP. IV. 

·Anger.-Hi.ftory of Jane Fretful. 

A FEW days after thefe walks and con-
verfations, Mrs. Mafon heard a great 

noife in the play-room. She ran haftily to 
enquire the caufe, and found the children 
crying, and near them, one of the young 
birds lying on the floor dead. With great 
e-agernefs each of them tried, the moment 
1he entered, to exculpate herfelf, and prove 
that the other had killed the bircl. Mrs~ 
Mafon com1nanded them to be filent; and, 
at the fame time, called an orphan whom 
fhe had educated, and defired her to take 
care of the neft. · 

The caufe of the difpute was ea!ily ga-­
thered from what they both let fall. They 
had contefied which had the beft right to 
feed the birds. Mary infifl:ed that !he had 
a right, becaufe ihe was the eldeft; and 
Caroline, becaufe fhe took the neft. Snatch. 

ing it from one fide of the room to rhe 
C other, 
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, ~o·ther, the. 611:d feJl, and was trodden on ; 

~before they were aware. 

When they wer~ a little compofed, Mrs-• 
. ·Maforr calmly thus addreff~d them: _I_ per­

ceive that you are ai11amed of yoLir beha­

viour, and forry for the confequence; I 

wiU not therefore feverely reprove you, nor 

.add bitternefs to the [elf-reproach you muft 

both f~el, becaufe I pity you. - You are 

n.ow inferior to· the animals that graze on 
,the common; reafon only ferv:es to render 

your foJly more confpicuous ,and inexcufa­

:bie. Anger is a littl_e defpicable vice .: its 

felfifh emotions banifh compaffion, and 

undermine every virtue. It is eafy to con­

quer another; but noble to fobdue one's 

felf: Had you, Mary, given way to you_r 

fifter's humour, you would have proved 

that you were not only older, but wifer 

than her. And you, Caroline, would 

have faved _ your charge, if you had, fo.r 

,the tim·e, waved your right. 

le is a~ways a proof of fupe.rior fenfe to 
;bear wich flight ·irn:on veniences, and evel'l 

.triflin_g injuries, without co~plaining or 
.con-

, 

I 
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tohtelting about them. The foul -referves 
its firmnefs for great occafions, and then ic 
-aces a decided part. It is juft the contrary 
mode of thinking-, and the conduct pro­
duced by it, which occafions all thofe tri­
vial difputes that ilowly corrode don1eftic 
peace, and infenfibly deftroy what great 
misfortunes could not f weep away: 

I will tell you a ftory, that will take · 
, {honger hold on your memory than 1nere 

remarks. 
Jane Fretfol was an only child. Her 

fond, weak n1other would not allow her to 
·be contradiB:ed on any -occa!ion., The 
child had fome tendernefs of heart ·; but fo 

· accuftomed was !he to fee every thing give 
way to her humour, . that fhe imagined the 
world was only made for her. If any of 
her -playfellows had toys, that ftruck her 
capricious, fickly fancy, fhe would cry for 
them ; and fubftitutes were in vain offered . 
to quiet her, fhe muft have the identical 
ones, or fly into the moft violent paffion. 
When fhe was an infant, if fhe fell down., 
her nurfc made her beat the floor. She 

C 2 con-



/1 

J 

{ ~8 ) 

-~ont'inued _the pracl:ice afterwards, and when. 
fhe .. was_ angry would kick the chairs and 

t ables, or a~y fenfelefs . piece of- furniture, 

if they came in h~r way. I have feen her 

~hrow her cap into the fire, becaufe fome 
_-of her acqu~i1:1tance had a prettier. -

Continual paffions _weakened her conffi­

tution; -befide, !he would not eat the com. 

mon wholefome food that children, who are 

fuqjecl: .to the fmall-pox and. worms,.__ ought 

to eat, <;1nd which is nece!fary when they 

_grow fo fafr, to make them {hong and 

handforne.. I nftead of being a comfort to 
her tender., though miftaken n1other, !he 

was her greateft torment. The fervan.ts all 

diOiked her; ffie . loved no one but herfelf; 

. .and the confequence was, the never infpired 

·1ove; .even the pity _good-natured people 

felt, was nearly .allied 'to contempt .• 
A lady, who vi!ited her mother, brought 

· ·with her one day .a pretty---l_ittle dog. Jane 

•was delighted wifh it; and th6-..lady, with 

great reluctance, parted with i1t ' to oblige 

·her friend. For fome time fhe fondled, 

.;.and really ·felt fomethirig like an affection 
for 

p 
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for it: but one day it happened to f nat~h ·ct! 

cake fhe was going to eat, and though 
th~re were twenty within reach, !he flew 
into a violent paffion, and threw a fl:ool at 

the poor creature, who was big with pup. 
It fell down-I can fcarcely tell the refl:­
it received fo fevere a blow, that all the 
young were killed, and the poor wretch 
languifhed two days, fuffering the moil: ex~ 
cruciating torture. 

Jane Fretful, who was now angry with 
herfelf, fat · all the time holding it, and~ 
every look the miferable animal gave her, 
flung her to the heart~ After its death fhe , 
was very'unhappy, but did not try to con­
quer her temper. All the bleffings of life 
were thrown away on her; and, without 
any real misfortune, £he was continually 

~ miferable. If fhe had planned a party of 

pleafur~, and the weather proved ~nfavour­
able, the whole day was fpent. . in fruitlefs, 
repining, or venting her ill-humour on 
thofe who depended on her. If no difap­
pointment of that kind occurred, fhe could 
not enjoy the promifed pleafure • fomething 

C J alwiys 



always difco-nc.erted her; the h-0rfes went 
tog fafr, or. too flow;- the dinn.er was ' iH­
dreff.ed, or, fome of the c.ompany contra::-

- dieted her. 

She was,. when .a child,. ver:y .hea,titifol;. 
but anger foon diftorted. h~r regul-ar fea­
t:u·res, and gave a. forbidding fiercer1eis to 
.her eyes. But if for a 1norn~_nt file looked _ 
pleafed,. !he fiiH rnfembled a heap of cotn­
buflible 1natter, to which a11 accidental 
fpark might .fe; ,fire; of coutttfe quiet peo­
ple were afraid to· con.verfo w.hh· her~ And 
if fhe ever did ~ good, or a ~umane at!=ion, 
her -ridicu191.1i5 ang~r foon r.eiidered it an in­
tolerable burden, if it did not entirely can .. 

'- eel it., 
A.t 1af1: llie broke her mother'·s heart, or 

haflened-her death,, by her. want of duty,. 
and her many other faults: all proceeding 
fron1 yiolent" unrefrrained anger. 

The de~th of her mother, which affected . .,. 

her very much, left her with~ut a .friend. 
She would fom€ti-rnes fay, ._ Ah !· rny poor 
1mother, if you· were now alive, I would 
not te_az.e you-I. w,a.uld, give the wodd to 

kt 
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let you know that I ain forry for what I 

ha"\le done : you died, thinking me ungrate­

ful; and lamenting tµat I did not die when 

you gave me fuck. I Ihall never-oh ! 

never fee vou more • . 
This thought, and her peevi!h temper, 

preyed on her impair-ed conftitution. She· 

had not, by doing good, prepared her foul 

for another ftate, or cheri{hed any hopes 

that could difarm death of its terrors, or 

r.ender - that laG: fieep fweet-its approach 

was dreadful !-and fhe hafte.ne.d her end, 

fcolding the phyOcian for not curing her .. 
Her lifelefs countenance difplayed the marks ­

of con vul!i ve anger; and {he left an ample 

fortune behind her to thofe who did not re- ­

gret her lo(s. They followed her to the 

grave, on which no one fhed a tear. She 

was foon forgotten ; and I only rernemuer 

her, to warn you to ihun her errors. 

C 4 CHAP. 
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Lying -Honour ...... :truth - Small Dtitzej - I 
Hijlory of Lady §ly and Mrs. Trueman. 

T fl~ little girls_were very. .affiduous to 
ga111 Mrs. Mafon's good opinion ; 

and, by the mildnefs of their behaviour, to 
prove t'o her that they were afhamed . of 
themfelves. Jc ·was· one of Mrs. Mafon's 
niles,; whel) they offended her., that is, be .. 
haved. improper]y, to treat them civi11y; 
but t_o avoid giving them thofe marks of 
affecl:ron which they were -particularly de- , 
Jjghted to _i:eceive. . ' 

Yefterday, faid !he to them, I only men­
tioned to you one fault., though I obferved , 
two. You very readily guefs~ I mean the 
lie that you both told. Nay> look up, for -
I- wifh to fre you blufh; and the confufion 
which I perceive_in your faces · gives me 
pleafure; becaufe it convinces me that it is 
not a confirmed habit: and indeed, mv . ·. . 
children> I fuould be forry that. fuch a 
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mean one had taken deep root i,1 your in­
fa-n c minds. 

When I fpeak of falfehood, I mean every­
kind; whatever tends to deceive, though 

not faid in direct terms. Tones of voice,. · 

m.otions of the hand or head, if they make 

another believe ~hat they ought not to be­

lieve, are lies, and of the worft kind; be­

caufe the contrivance aggravates the guilt .. 
I would much fooner forgive a lie told di­

rectly, when perhaps fear entirely occupied 
the thoughts, and the prefence of God was 
not felt; for it is His facred Majefly tha.t 
you affront by telling an untruth. 

_ How fo? enquired Mary. 
· Becaufe you hope to conceal your falfe­
hood from every human creature~ but, i.f 
you confider a moment, you muft re~ollect · 

that the Searcher of hearts reads your very 
thoughts ; that nothing is hid from him. . 

You would bl ufh if I were to difoover 
that you told a lie; yet wantonly forfoit -the . 

favour of Him, from whom you have re­

ceived life and all its, bletlin-gs, to fcreen , 
yourfelves from correetion. or repr-0of; or.,. · 

C 5 what 
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W,hat is-fliff Worie, , td purthafe (om·e tr-ifling': 
grat'ifica~ion, the pleafure of whicz:fu would; 
laft but a moment. -
. You- heard the gentJ.em·a.n · ~-Fi·o vifited: 

rt1e thi's 1nbrning, very fretfuently- ufe the· 
word: H·onour. Honour confifts in ref peel:.. . 
i·ug· yo-urfelf; 1n- Eloirfg as you would be· 
done by";~ and' the fot;1ndation-of Honour is 

·rruthf , 
· . When- I , can depend on the veracity of 
p~ople, that is ~o fay, ~m convinced that · 
they aqhere to truth,. I rely on tthen1 ;: am 
t¢rta·in they" have -ee>Urage,• becaufe I know·· 
they will bear a!'l-y° •inccnvenience,. rather 
than defpife the-mfelves fo:r telling a lie. 

. I 

ilefide3, it. is· not .necdfaty to confide:r what 
ymt intend to fay,. wh.en y~rn, have done· 
right:. Al ways determine, · on every occa- , 
froq, to fpeak the t:ruth, and you will v.er 
be at Q, lof~ fqE' wo.rcls~ If your characler . · 
f~r this fcrupulo.us att~tton ,is once &ixed,. 
your f!C.quai.ntan~e w:iil . be co~ted; and 
thofe who are _n.ot particularly pleafed with · 
y0u wil1, at lea-ft~ refpefr youi- honourable 
principles. '. . . . _. . , , 
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It is impoffible to form a friend01ip wi[h~ 

out making truth the bafis; it is inaeed the 

effence of devotion, the employment of th~ 

under!1:anding, and the fupport of every · 

' auty. 
I govern my fervants, and you, by at-

tending ftrictly to tPJth; and this obfer­

vance keeping my l}.ead clear and n1y heart: 

pure, I am ever ready to pray to the Au­

thor of good, the Fountain of truth. 

While I am difcuffing the f ubject, let 

me point out to you another branch of this . 

virtue; Sincerity.-And remember that I 

every day fet y-0u an example; for I never., . 

to pleafe for the moment, pay unmeaning 

compliments, or pennit any words to drop 

from my tongue, that my heart does not. 

dictate. And when I relate any matter of' 

fact, I carefully avoid· embellifhing it, in · 

order to render it a more entertaining ftory ; . · 

not that I think fuch a pracl ice abfolutelY' 

criminal; but as it contributes infenfibly to , 

wear away a refpecl for truth, I guard· 

~gainft the vain i1npulfe, lefl: ! fhould lofe 

the chief ftrength, and even ornaµ1ent, uC 

C 6 my 
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my mind~ and become like a ,vave of ·che 
fea, drifted about by- every guft of paffion-.­

You mufl: in life obferve the ~oft appa,­
rently i-nfignificant duties-the great ones 
are the pillars of virtue: but the conftant 

·-concurrenci:e of trifling things makes it ne­
ceffary t~at reafon and conf cience 1hould 
always prefide, to keep the heart fteady. 
Many people make promifes and appoint­
ments, whic~ thfy faruple not to break, if 
a. more inviti_ng pleafore oecurs, not re­
n1embering that the flighteft duty fhould 
be performea before a mere a.m ufement is 
pur:fued-for any neg]ett of this kind em­
bitters pla-y. N·othing., believe me, can 
long be pleafant, that is not innoc:ent .. 

As J ufually ~nde'4•vour to re(o11ea fome 
p_erfons of my aG:quaintanre, who have fuf­
ft;red by the faults, or foll.ies, I wifh you to 
avoid; .I· will defcribe· two. characreirs, that 

I will, if I miftake not, v,er,y frrongly €nforce 
what I have been faying. 

Laft week you faw Lady Sly, who came 
to pay me- a morning vifit, Did you ever 
fee fuch. a fine carriage,. or fuch beautifo} 

horfes ?. 
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horfes? How they pawed the grot1nd, and 

difplayed their rich harneffes ! Her fer­

vants wore elegant liveries, and her own 

clothes fuited the equipage. Her houfe is 

equal to her carriage ; the rooms are lofty-, 

and hung with filk; noble glaifes and pic­

tures adorn them: and the pleafure-grounds 

are large and well laid out; befide the trees 

and fhrubs, they contain a variety of fmn·­

mer-houfes and templesJ as they are called. 

Yet, my young friends, this i5 fl1-te, not 

dignity. 
This w01nan has a little foul, !be never 

attended to truth, and obtaining great part 

of her fortune by falfehood, it has blighted 

all _her enjoyments. She inhabits that fu .. 

perb houfe, wears the gayeft clothes, and 

rides in that beautiful carri-age, without 

, feeling pleafure. Sufpicion, and the cares 

it has given birth to, have wrinkled her 

countenance, and banifhed every trace of 

beauty, which paint in vain endeavours to 

1epair. Her fufpicious _temper arifes from 

- a knowledge of her own heart, and the 

want of rational employments. 



f 38 ) 
She imagines that every perfon fhe con­

verfes with means to , deceive her; arrd 
when ihe leaves a company, fuppofes a11 
the ill they may fay of her, becaufe fhe re. 
collects her own practice. S~e Jifl:ens about 
her houfe, expecting to difcover the defigns 
of her fervants, none of whom fhe can truft; 
and in confeque~ce of-this anxiety her Deep. 
is unfound, 'and her food taftelefs. She 

- walks in her paradife of a garden, and 
finells not the flowers, nor do the birds 
infpire her with c_hearfulnefs.-Thefe plea .. 
fures are , true and fimp1e., they lead to the· 
love of God, aad all the creatures whom 
He hath made-and cannot watm a heart . . , 

which a malicious .ftory can pleafe .. 
She cannot pray to G'od-He hates a 

liar r· She .is neglc:tted ·by her hufhand, 
whof.e only mo.ti ve fo.i: marrying her was to­
dear an incumbered efiate. Her fon, her 
only child, is undutitul; the poor never.· 
have caufe to blefs her; nor does ihe con .. 
tribute to the happinefs of aJ;)y human 
being. 
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To kill time, and drive away the pang! 

· of remorfe, fhe goes from one houfe to 

another, collecling and propagating fcan­

dal~us tales, to bring others on a level with 

herfelf. Even thofe who refemble her are 

afraid of her; !he lives alone in the world,,. 

ics good things are poifoned by her vices., 

and neither infpire joy nor gratitude. 

Before I tell you how ilie acquired thefe 

vicious habits, and enlarged her fortune by 

difregarding truth, I mllft deGre you to 

think of Mrs. Trueman, the curate's wife, 

who lives in yonder white houfe clofe to the 

church; it is a finall one, yet the wood 

hines and jeffamins that twine about the. 

windows give it a pretty appearance. He-r 

voice is f weer, her 1nanners not only eafy, 

but elegant; and her fimple drefs makes 

her perfon appear to the greatefi: advan-

' tage. . 

She walks to vifit n1e, and her little ones 

hang on her hands., and cling to her clothes,. 

they are fo fond of her.. If any thing ter­

rifies them, they run under her apron, and 

fbe looks like the hen taking care of her 

young 
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young br-ood. The dorneftic _animals play 

· w_ith the children, finding her a mild, at­
tentive miftrefs; and out· of her fcanty for­
tune fue contrives to feed and clothe many 
a hungry, fuivering wretch, who blefs her­
as fhe paffes along. 

Though ' fue has not any outward deco:. 
rations, fhe appears fi1perio_r to her neigh~­
bc)t1rs, who caU her tlre Gentlewoman; in­
deed every gefture fhews an accomp]ifuedr 
a~d dignified mind, that relies on itfdf,. 
when deprived of the fortune which con·- · 
tributed to polifh and give it confequence. 
• Drawings, the amufement of her youth,, · _ 

-ornam·ent her neat parlour; fome mufical' 
• inftruments ftand in one corner; for fue 
plays with tafte, and fi~gs fweetly. 

I 

All the furniture, not forgetting a book-
ca fe, full of we11-chofen books, fpeak the 
refinement of the owner, and-the pleafures· 
a. cultivated mrnd has within its own grafp, 
independent ·of prof perity. 

Her hufband, a man of Jafte and learn­
ing, ·reads to her, · while !he makes clothes-· 
for her childrep, whom 1he teaches., in the 

tendereft 

I 
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tenderefi and 1noft perfuafive manner, iin• 

portant truths and elegant accompli<hments-• . 

When you have behave .. d well for fome 

ti1ne you fhall vifit her, and rambl~ in her 

little garden; there are feveral pretty feats 

in it, and the nightingales warble their 

f weeteft fongs, undifturbed, in the !bade. 

I have now given you an account of the 

prefent ficuation of both, and 0£ their cha• 

raccers; -liften to n1e whiHl: I relate in what 

nrnnner thefe characcers were formed, and 

the confequence of each acJhering to a dif­
forent mc,de o conduct~ 

Lady Sly, when fue was a child, .ufed to 

fay pert things, which the injudicious peo­

ple about her laughed at, and called very 

witty, Finding that her prattle pleafed, 

fhe talked incdfantly, and invented ft9ries, 

when adding to thofe that had fome foun­

dation was not fufficient to entertain the 

company. If fhe !tole fweetmeats, or broke 

any thing, the cat or the dog was blamr;d, 

and the poor animals were correcled for her 

faults; nay, fometirnes the fervants loft 

their places in confeq uence of her aifertions. 
Her 
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Her parents died and left her a large -for­
tune, and an aunt, who had a fi:ill . la"rger; 
adopted •her. 

Mrs. Trueman, her cou!in, wa.s, fome 
years after, adopted by the fame lady ; but 
her pa-rents could not leave their eftate to 
her, as it defcended to th@ male heir. She 
had received the- moft liberal education, 
and was in every refpetl: the fe'verfe of her 
coufin; who enyied her merit, and could 
n-ot bear to think of her dividing the· fortu.ne 
which fhe had fong expe~ed to inherit en­
tirely herfelf. She therefore pratl:ifed every 
mean art to prejudice her aunt againft her, 
and fucceeded. 

A faithful old fervant endeavoured to· 
· open· her miftr_efs's eyes; but the cunning 
niece contrived to invent the 1110ft infamous 
flory of the old dome!l:ic, who was in con­
frguence of it difmiffed. Mrs. Trueman 
'fi1pponed her, when !he could not fucceed 
in v ii:1dicating her, and fuffered for her ge­
nerofity; for her aunt dying foon after, 
Jeft only five hundred pounds to this ami .. 
able woman, and fifty thoufand to Lady Sly~ · 

They 
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They both of then1 married ibortly after. 

One, the profligate Lord Sly, and the other 

a refpecl:able clergyman, who had been dif­

appointed in his hopes of preferment. This 

laft couple, in fpite of their mutual difap­

pointments, are" contented with their lot; 

and are preparing themfelves and children 

for another world, where truth, virtue and 

happinefs dwell together .. 
For believe n1e, whatever happinefs we 

attain in this life n1uft faintly refemb1e what 

God hirnfelf enjoys, whofe truth and good­

nefs produce a fublime de-gree, f uch as we 

c~nnot conceive, it is fa far above our li­

mited capacities. 
I did not intend to detain you fo long, 

faid Mrs. Mafon; have you finiilied Mrs. 

Trirmner' s }'abulous Hiflo?ies? Indeed we 

have, anf wered Cciroline n1ournfully, and 

I was very forry to come to the end. I 

never read fuch a pretty book; 111ay I read 

it over again to Mrs. Trueman's little 

Fanny? Certainly, faid Mrs. Mafon, if_ 
you can make her underLbnd that birds 

never talk. Go and run ab?ut the garden, 
and 
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and rernember, the next lie I detect-I 1ha11 
puni1h; becaufe lying is . a · vice; and 1 
-~ught to puniih you if you are guilty ofit, 
to prevent your feeling Lady Sly's mifery. 

c· HA P. VI" 

411ger-Folly produces Self-ccnlempt, and tht 
· Neglefl of others. 

MRS. lv1afon had a number of vifitors 
l one forenoon, who converfed in the 

. ufual thoughtl~fs manner., w·hich people: -
often fall into who do not ·confider before 
they fpeak: they talked of Caroline's beauty, 
and fhe gave herfdf many affected airs to · 
make i:c appear to the beft advantage. But 
Mary, who had not a face to be proud of, 
was obferving fome peculiarities in the drefs 
or manners of the guefts; and ·one very 
refpec1:able old lady, who had Joft her· teeth, 
afforded her more diverfion than any of 
the re!t. 

. The 

p 
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The children we11t to bed without being 

reproved, though Mrs. M afon, wh~n fhe 

clifmiffed them, faid gravely, I give _you 

to-night a kifs of peace, an _affecl:ionate one 

you have not deferved. They therefore 

difcovered by her behaviour that- they had 

done wrong, and waited for an explanation 

to regain her favour. 

She was never in a paffion, but her quiet, 

- fteady difp.leafure ma-de them fee.I Io little 

in their own eyes, they wiilie~ her to fmile 

that they mi_ght be fomething; for all their 

confequence feerped to arife from her ap .. 

probation. I declare, faid Caroline., I do 

not know what I have _done, and yet I am 

· fure I nev,er knew 1V1rs. Mafon find fault, 

without convincing me that I had done 

wrong. Did you, Mary., eve.r fee her. in a 

paffion? No, faid Mary, I do believe 

that ilie was never angry in her life; when 
I • 

John threw down all the china, and ftood 

trembling, fhe was the fir!l: to fay that the 

carpet made him ftumble. Yes, now I do 

remember, when we firft came to her houfe, 

John forgot to bring the cow and her young 
calf 
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calf into the cow-houfe; I heard- het· bid 
him do it ditecl-ly, and the poor · calf Y/as· 
alrnoft frozen to death-lbe fpoke th~n i'n 
a hurry; and feemed angry. Now you 
i_nention it, I do recolletc, replied Car~_: 
line, t,hat Jhe was angry~ ~hen ·Betty did. 
not carry-. the poor fick:: wqman the , broth 
fhe ordered her to take to her. But this · 
is not like the paffion I ufed to fee nurfe in, 

, when any thi'ng . vexed her. She would'. 
frold us, and beat the girl who waited on 
her. Poor little Jenny! many a time was 
The beaten, when we v_exed nui-fe : I would 
tell her !he was to blame ·11ow if I faw her, 
and I would not te2fe her any more. 

I declare I cannot g0 to fleep, faid_ Mar'y, 
I am afraid of Mrs. Mafon's .eyes~would , 
you think, Caroline, that lhe who looks fo 

• very good-natur~d fometimes could frighten 
une fo ? I wifh I were as wife and as good 
-as ihe is. The poor woman with the fix 
children, whom we met on the common, 
fa id lhe was an angel, and that !he had 
fa ved her's and her children's lives. My 
heart is in my mouth, indeed, replied Ca-

·roline, 
6 

l 
0 
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_ r-0line, when I think of to-morrow morning, 

and yet I am much happier than I was 

when we were at home. I cried, I cannot 
now tell for what, all day; I never wifhed 
to .be good-nobody told 1ne what it was 
to be gopd. I wifh to be a woman, faid 

- Mary, and to be like Mrs. Mafou, or 

Mrs. Trueman-we are to go to fee her if 
we behave well. 

Sleep foon overpowered them, and they 

forgot their app1·ehenfions. In the morn­

ring they awoke refrefhed, and took care to 
learn their leffo.ns, and feed their chickens, 

before Mrs. Mafon left her chamber .• 

C H A P. VII. 

.,, 

-Pirtue the Soul of Beauty-The '.tulip and the ' 
Roje-The Nightingale-External Orna .. 
ments-Charafters. 

f-I E next morning Mrs. Mafon met 
them fidl: in the garden; and ihe de­

fired Caroline.. to look at a bed of tulips, 

that 
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that were then in their highefl: ftate of pet-
- "fefrion. I, added .lhe, choofe to have every 

lc_ind of flower in my garden, as the fuccef­
flon enables me to vary my daily profpecr, 
and gives it the chatm of variety .. ; ye_t-thefe _ 
tulips afford me lefs pleafure than moft of 
the other fo_rt which I cultivate-and I will 
tell you why---they ,are oqly _ beautiful. 

, . Liften to 1ny_ ~iftincl:ion ;-good feat'ures, 
and a fine complexion, I term bodily beauty. 
Li~e the ftreaks in the tulip, they pleafe 
the -eye for a moment; but this uniformiti 
fonQ tires, and the ·active mind flies off to 
f omething elfe. _ The foul of beauty, my· 
dear children, confifts in the body grace.., 
fully exhibi6ng the emotions· and variations 
of the informing · mind. J f truth, h~ma- · 
nity and knowledge inhabit the breaft, the 
eres will beam with a mild luftre, modefiy 
wjll fuffufe the cheeks, and fmiles of inno­
cent joy play over all the features. . At 

I -

fir{t fight, regularity and colour will attract, 
and have the advaiitage, becaufe the hidden 
fprings are not directly Jet in motion; but 
when internal -goodnefs is reflected, eve-ry 
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ather kind of beauty, the fhadow of it, wi~ 

thers aw~y before it, as the fun obfcures a 

la1np. 

- You are certainly handforne, Caroline; 

I mean, hav~ good features; but you muft 

improve your mind to give them a pleaGng 

expreffion, or they will only ferve to lead 

your underfi:anding ah:ray. I have feen 

-fame fooliih people take great pains_ to de­

corate the outfide of their houfes, to at­

tract the notice of {hangers, who gazed, 

and paffed on; whilfi: the inude, where 
they received their friends, was dark and 

inconvenient. Apply this obfervation to 
mere perfonal attractions. T'bey may, it 

is true, for a few years, charn1 the fuper. 
ficial part of your acquaintance, whofe no- . 

_ tions of beauty are not built on any prin ­

ciple of utility. Such perfons might look 

at you, as they would glance their eye over 

thefe tulips, and reel for a 1non1ent the fame 

pleafure that a view of the vlricgated rays 

of li2"ht would convev to a uninformed 
U 1· ./ 

mind. The lower clafs of n1ankind, and 
children, are fonq of finery ; gaudy, dazzling 

D appearances 
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.appearances cn.tch their attention; but the 

\ 

.difcriminating j udgment-0f a perfon of fenfe 

.requires, befides colour, order, propor-
' <tion, grace and -ufefulnefs",_ to -render · the 

idea of beau~y complete. 
9bferve that rofe, it has. all · the· perfec-

1:ions I fpeak ·of; colour, grace, and f weet­
-nefs.--:and even when tfle fine tints fade, 
;the fmell is grateful to thofe who have be­
fore contemplated its beauties. I have 
-only one .bed of tulips, though my_ garden 
<is large, but, in every part of it, rofes at~ 
·tract the· eye. 

You have feen Mrs. Tr.ueman, and 
-think her a very fine woman; yet her fkin 
and comp~exion ·have only the clearnefs 

- that temperance gives; and her features, 

. ., -ftricl:ly [peaking, are not regular: Betty, 
, · . -the houfe-maid., has, i-n both ·thefe ref peers, 

much the fuperiority over her. But, though 
it is not eafy to define in what -her beauty 

j 
1 ,confifls, the eye follows her whenever fhe 

•moves; and every µerfon of tafte liftens for 
.the modulated founds which proceed out 
.of her mouth, to be i1nproved-;and pleafecl. 
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lt is con(cious worth, truth, that g1.vet 
-d-ignity to her walk, and fimple elegance to 

her converfation. She has, indeed, a moft 
. excellent underftanding, and a feeling heart; 

' fagacity a:nd tenderneis, the refult of both» 

are happily blended in her co1.1ntenance; 
and tafie is the poliili, which _ makes them 

appear to the befr advantage. She is n1ore 
than beautiful ; and you fee her varied ex­

cellencies again cind again, with increafing 
pleafure. They are not obtruded on you, 

for knowledge has taught her true humility-: 
fhe is not like the flaunting tulip, that force~ 

·i tfelf forward into notice; but refembles 

the modeft ·rofe, you fee yonder, retiring 
I 

under its e1egant foliage. 
1 have mentioned flowers-the fame or­

·der is obferved in the higher departments 

,of nature. Think of the birds; thofe that 

fing belt have not the finefl: plumage; in .. 

deed juft the contrary; God divides his 

gifts, and amongft the feathered race, the 

nightingale ( f weeteft of w Jrblers, who 
pours forth her varied ftrain when fober 

eve comes on) you would feek in vam 1n 
D 2 the 

. ' 



( sz ) -) 
,the morning, _if you expected that beautiful ~ 

: . feathers fhould point out the fongftrefs: 
many who inceffantly twitter, and are only 

t~lerable in the. general con~ert, would fur­
pafs her, and attract your a~ention. 
· J knew, fome time before you were.,. born, 

a verr fine, a very handfome girl; I faw 
fhe had abilities, and _t faw with pain that 
fhe attended to the mofr obvious, but leaft 
val~able gift , of_ Heaven. Her ingenuity 
flept,. ·whilfr fhe tried to render her perfon 

mor~- allurrn,g. 4,t lafr , 1he caught the 
f_?1all-po~-her beauty vanilhed, and ihe 

was for- a ti1ne miferable ;- but the natural 
vivacity of youtl1 overcame her unpleafant 

fe.~_lings. In confequence of the diforder, 
her eyes became fo . weak that fhe was ~ 

.. obl_iged_ to fit in a dark room. To beguile 
the tedious day {he applied to mufir. and 
made a furprifing proficien--cy. She even 
began tp thin~ in her retirement, and when 
fhe recovered lier fight grew fond of read~: 

mg. -
Large companies did not now amufe her, 

fhe was no longer ,t~e objecb of admiration,_ -
or . 
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or if !he was taken notice of, it was to be 

pitied, to hear her former felf praifrd, and 

to hear them lament the depredation that 
dreadful difeafe had n1ade in -a fine face. 

Not expecting or wifhing to be obfer~ed, 

fhe loft her affected airs, and attended to· 

the converfation, in which fhe was foon 

able to bear a part. l n fhort, the ddire· 

of pleafing took a different turn, and as fhe 

improved her mind, fhe difcove:red that' 

virtue, internal beauty, was valuable on its 

own account, and noc like that of the per­

fon, which refembles a toy.r that pleafes the 

obferver, but does not rende~ the poffeffor· 

happy. 
She found that, in acq uir1ng knowledge, 

her mind grew tranquil, and the noble de­

fire of acting conformab]y to the will of 
G ·-!-1 fucceeded, and drove out the im1no­

derate vanity which hefore actuated her, 

when her eguals were the objects fhe thought 

moft: of, and whofe approbation fhe fought 

with fuch eagernefs. And what had 

fhe fought? To be fl ared at and called 

handfo1ne. I-Ier beauty, the n1ere fight of 

D 3 i~ 
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it, did not make others good~ or comfort 
the affiicted ;. but after fhe hacl loll it, fh~­
was comfortable herfolf, and fet her friends 
the moft u.fefol example. 

The money that ihe had formerly appro .. 
p,r.iated to ornament her perfon, now clorhedt 
the natted-; .yet fhe really appeared better 
clreifed, as fue bad acquired the habit ·of 
cmplQying her,. time to the befl: advantage,. 
and could make rna:ny things herfelf. Be­
fides, fl1e did not . implicitly foll0w the 
.reigning falhion, , for !he had learned to dif-­
tingµi1h, . and· in' the moft trivial matters. 
acted acc.ording ·to tlie dictates ·of good. 
fenfe •. 

The children,; made fome comments . on'. 
this ~ory, but the entrance · of a vifitor in .. · 
terrupt.ed the c.on.verfation., and · they ran­
about the garden, comparing_ the rofes and 
tu lips~ 
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CH AP-. VIII .. 

·S-ummer Evening's Amujement.-Tbe· .Arfi: .. 

'val of a Family of Hayma'kers.,-Ri.dicule 

{If perjonal Defet1s cenjured.-A Storm.- -

The Fear of Death.-The Cottage of hone.ft 

'Jack, the Jhipwraked Sailor.-1'he Hif-· 

t0ry of 'Jack, and his faithful Dog Pompey ... 

T HE evening was pleafant; M'rs. Ma:.­
fon and the chi1:lren waH{ied out; 

and many runic noifes ftruck their ears.- / 

Some bells in a neighbouring village, fof-­

tened by the difi:ance, founded pleafingly -; , 

the beetles hmnmed, ~rnd the children pur­

fued them, not to defrroy them, btit to 

obferve their form, and afk qudhons con-· 

cerning their mode of living. Sheep were 

bleating and cattle lowing, the rivulet near­

them babbled along, while the found of the 

difran: ocean died av✓ ay on the ear-or they 

·forgot it, liftening to the whifrling of the. 

hay-makers, who were returning fro1n the 

field; They inet a whole fam1ly, who came 

D 4 every 



'every year from ai1other county where they 
could not find conft~nt employ1nerit, and 
l\!Irs. Mafon allowed~ them to fleep _in her 
barn. The little ones knew their benefac-, 
trefs, and tried to catch a f 111ile; and {he 
was ever ready to fmile on thofe whom ihe 
obliged; for fhe " loved all her fellow-crea­
tures, and love lightens obligations. Be­
fides, fue thought that the poor who. are 
willing to work, had a right to the com­
forts of iife. 

A few _moments after, they met a de. 
formed woman ; the children flared her 
almofl: out of countenance; but Mrs. Ma­
fon turned her- head _another way, and wh~n -
the poor object was out of hearing, faid to 
Mary, I intendeq to reprove you this 
n1orning for a faul~ which I have frequently 
feen you commit; a~d this momenf and 
the other evening it-was particularly con.­
fpicuous. . When that deformed_ woman 
paffed us, I involuntarily looked at fome­
thing elfe, and would not let her perceive 
that {he was a difgufiing figure, and at- · 
tract.eel notice on that account. I fay, I 

did 
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did it involuntarily, for I have accuftomed 
myfelf to think of others, and what they 
will fuffer on all occafions: and this loth .... 
nefs to offend, or even to hurt the feeling!» 

· of another, is an inftantaneous fpring which 
actuates my conduct, an.cl makes n1_e kindly 
affeB:ed to every thing that breathes. If I 
then am fo careful not to wound a ftranger, 
what !hall I think of your behaviour, Mary, 
when you laughed at a refpec1:able old wo­
nun, who, befide her virtues and her age, 
had been particularly civil to your I have 
always feen perfons of the weakeft under­
ftandings, and w·hofe hearts benevolence 
feldom touched, ridicule bodily infirmities, 
and accidental defects. They could only 

relifh the inferior kind uf beauty:t which I 
defcribed this morning, and a filly joy has. 
elated their empty fouls, on finding, by 
comparifon, that they were foperior to 
others in that refpect, though the conclu­
fion was erroneous, for n1erit, mental ac. 
quirements, can only give a juft claim to 

fuperiority • . Had you poffeifed the finalleCT: 
port10n of difcernment, ) ou would -foon 

D S · have 
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ha-re forgotten the tones;-lofs -ofteetR made 
drawling, in-lifl:ening. to the. chearful good 

fenfe· which; that worthy- woman's words-

conveyed. You laughed,_ becaufe you 

~ were ignorant, and· l now ~~cufe you; but:. 

fome years hence, if _I were ta ~ee you .in , 

, company, w·ith fucli a 'propenfity, Idhould. 

ftill think you· a .child,. an overgrown one,. 

whole n1-ind did . not exRand as the body .. 

gre_w •. _ . 
The il.y: began-0.to thicken, .and-the lowing·· 

of the cattle to hav,e a melancholy cadence ·; , 

the nightingale forgot-- her fo1~g, . and fled to 

her nefl: ; , and'• the fea roareckand lathed the· 

rocks. . During the calm which . r,ortended.: 

an approaching ftbrm; . every creature was­

runni:ig for fl1e-lter.-W e inuft; if p0.ffible~. · 

faid Mrs-. Mafon, .. reach yon., cottage on the ·­

cliff, for we fhaU -foon . have a v.iolent- t_hun­
der-ftorm.. They. ·q_uicKened; their pace, . 

but the hurricane overtook them-;. The.· 

hail-ftones fell, the clouds fee-med to open' 

and difc-lofe the lighrning.3 • while loud peals 

of thunder !hook the ground ;. the wind-alfo . 

in violent gufts ruilied· among the trees, . 
6 tore 

,. 
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tore off the flender branches and Ioofened 

,the roots. 

The children were terrified ; but Mrs. 

Mafon gave them each a hand, and ch;;1tted 

,'"':ith them to difpel their fears. She in­

formed them that ftorms were neceffary to , 

diffipate noxious vapour~, and •to anf wer · 

many other purpofes, which were not, per­

haps, obvious to our we;:ik underftandings •. 

But are you not afraid ? cr.ied the trembling 

Caroline •. No, certainly, l : am not afraid .. . 

-I walk with the fame fecurity as when · 

. the fun enlivened the profpecl:-God is flill.~ 

prefent, and we are fafr. . S.hould the flafh · , .. 

that paifes by us ftrike me dead, it cannot 

hurt me, I fear not death !-I -~:rnly fear 

that Being who can render death terrible=> ., 

on whofr providence I. calmly reit; . and , 

my confiden~e earthly forrows cannot de· 

ihoy. A mind is never truly great, till the.· 

love of virtue overcomes the fear o.f death. 

By this time they had n1ounted the cliff; _. 

and faw the tumultuous dfle_p., The angry 

billows rofe, and · dallied againft the fhore; , 

and the loud noife. of the raging . fea re-­

founded from rock to rock., 

D 6 They_, . . 
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~hey ran _ into the cottage; the poor -

woman who lived in it fent her children 
for wood, and foon made a good fire to dry 
them. 

The father of the family foon after came 
in, leaning on_ crutches; and over one eye 
there was -a large patch. 1 am glad to fee 
you honeft- Jack, faid Mrs. Mafon ; cori:,e 
and take your feat by the fire, and tell the 
children the -ft:ory of your ihipwreck . 
., He inCT:antly complied.' I was v~ry yonng, 
my dear ladies, faid Jack, when I went to 
fea, and eudured many hardlbips,-however 
I made a fhift to weather them all; and 
whether the wind was fair or _foul, I ran up 
the ihrouds and fung · at the helm-. I had 
always a good heart, no lad fore or afc 
J:,.ad a better; when we were at fea, f never 
was the firfr to flinch; and on I'nore I was 
as merry as the beft of them. I married fhe 
you fee yonder, , (lifting his crutch t0-
point to his wife) and her work and _ my 
wages did togethe~, till I was ihipwrecked· 
on the(e rocks. Oh ! it was a dreadful 
night ; t:1is is nothing to 1t i but 1 am 

· ~-getting 

I\ 
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getti11g to the end of rny fi:ory before I be­
gm It. 

During the war, I went once or twice to 

New York. The Iarc was a good voyage, 

and we were aU returning with joy to dear 

England, when the ftorm rofe; the vdfel 

was like a bird, it flew up and down, and 

feveral of our befr hands were wafbed clean 

overboard-My poor captain ! a better 

never _plowed the ocean, he fell overboard 

too, and it was fome time before we miffed 

him; for - it was quite dark, except that 

flafhes of lightning now and then gave us 

1 igbr. I was at the heln1, lafhing it to the 

fide of the 1hip-a dreadful flafh came acrofs 

me, and I lofr one of my precious eyes.­

But thank God I have one left. 

The weather cleared up next day, and, 
though we had been finely mauled, I be­

gan to hope, for I hate to be faint-hearted, 

and certainly we ihould have got into the 

channel very foon., if we had not fell in wit:11 

a French man of war, which took us; for 

we could not n1ake any reiiCT:ance. ,, 
. I had 
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' . I had a dog, poor -~om,pey ! with me;·. 
:Pomp~y would not leave· me, , he was as 
fond of me as if he had been a chrifti~n. I 
had loft one eye by the lightning, the other 
had· been fore, fo that I could hardly call it 
a peep--hole. Somehow· I- fell down the 
hatchway; and ~-ruifed one of my legs; but . 
f did not min~ it, do ye fee, . till we ·arrived 
at B'refl: and were thrown into a French 

·, Prifon~ - ,, 
'fhere I _was worfe off"than ever; tlrn room . ' . 

we were. ali ftowed .in- was ft.ill of vermin., 
and our food very ba~L; -mouldy bifcuirs,. 
a-nd falt fi{h. The prifo_n w~s choke ful1., ., 
and· many a morning did we find fome ho- . 

. ' 
neft fellow, with his chops. fallen-he was -

. ~ 

not to he waked a.ny. more !-he -was gone ~ 
to the other country, do ye fee. _· 

Yet t-he French have not fuch hard hearts-, 
~ as people fay they have ! Several . women , 

brought u~-- broth and wine; and one gave 
nJe fome _ rags to wrap round my leg, it .was . 
very painfu], I could not · clean it, :, nor had, 
J.. any plaifi:er. One day 1: was.looking for--

- ,:-ow fully at it, thinking for. certain I fhould :_ 
lofe . 

/ ,,. I 
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- Iofe my precious limb ; when, would you 

believe it?. Pompey faw what I was think­

ing about,. and began to lick it.-And> I 

never knew fuch a. furprizing thing, it grew 

better and better every day, and at l~ft was 

healed without any plaifter. 

After that I was very fick, and the fame 

tender-hearted creature ~ho gave me .the 

r.ags, took me to her houfe; and frelh air 

foon recovered 1ne._ I for certain ought ·to 

fpeak well of the French; -but for rheir 

kindnefs I fhould have been in another port 

by this time. Mayhap I might hav.e gone 

with a fair wind,1 yet T iliould have been 

forry to have left my poor wife and her 

children. But I am letting all 1ny line run . 

out ! Well, by-and-by, . there was an ex­

change of prifoners, and we were once more­

in an Engliih v,effel, and I made fure of: 

feeing my :fiunily agai-n; but the weather 

was ftill. foul. Three days and nights . we 

were in the greateft diil:refs; and the fourth . 

the !hip was- dafhed againft thefe rocks. 

Oh! · if you had heard the cra!h ! The wa41 

ter ru!hed in-the men fcr~amed, Lord have 
mercy 
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mercy on----us ! There was a wom,an in ·the 
!hip, and, as · I could f wim, I tried -to fave 
her, ahd Pompey followed me; but I , loft 
him--poor fellow! I declare ·1 cried like a 
child when I faw his dead body. - However 
I brought the w·oman l~ fhore; arid affift:ed 
fame more of my mefs-mates ;. but, fiand­
ing in -the water fo long, I loft the ufe ~of 
n~y limbs-yet Heaven was good .to me; 
Madam,. there, fent a cart for us all, and · 
took care of us; but I never recovered the 
ufe of my limbs. So fhe aiked me all 
about ,my _misfortunes, and fent for wife, 
~vh_o came directly, ~nd we have lived here 
ever firrce: ·We catch fifh for Madam, cand 
I Watch fur a ftorm, hoping forne time or 
other to be as kind toa-poor_perifningfou} a-s 
.fhe has bee11 to me. I r~deed we are very hap­
py-I ITifghc now hav~ been begging abou:J: 
the ftreets, bnt for Madam, God blefs her t 

A tear (hayed down Mrs. Mafon's cheek, 
while a f mile of benevolence lighted up her 
countenance-the little grrls caught e·ach 
hand-They were all filent a few minutes,. 
when fhe, willing to ttirn the diicour(e~ ~n- , 

quired 
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quired whether they ha,d any fi{h in the 
hotle ? Some were produced, they were 

quickly dreffed, and they all eat together. 
They had a chearful 1neal, and hon_eft Jae,< 

!ung fome of his ieafaring fongs, and did 

all he could to divert them and exprefs his 

gratitude. Getting up to reach the brown 

loaf, he limped very awkwardly-, Mary was 
juft beginning to l~ugh, when fhe reftrained 
herfelf; for !he recollected th::tt his aw k­
wardnefs made him truly refpec1:able, be- -
caufe he had loft the ufe of his limbs when 

he was doing good, faving the lives of his 

fellow-creatures. 
'I'he weather cleared up, and they re­

turned home. 1-.he children converfed gaily 
with each other all the way home, talking of 

the poor failor, and his faithful dogo 

CI-IAP. 
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C HAP. IX. 
' 

-_The Incowveniences of immoderate Indulgenre~ 

T HE . c~ildren were allQwe<l to ·help _ 
themfelves to .fruit, when- i·t made a 

·part of their meal;. and Caroline always 
,t 

took ca·re to pick Qut ·the befl, or f wallow 
what !he -took in a hurry,. left ihe iliouki 
not. get as ·much. as fhe w]!hed for. Indeed 
fue generally e-at more than her !hare. Slie ' 
had feveral times eaten more than a perfon 
ought to ear at one time,, witho'ut feeling 
any·ill effetl:s; but one afternoon fhe com-

. plained of a pain_. in . her ftomach in confe­
·quence of it, and her pale face and languid 
eyes pla:inly fhewe'd her indifpofition. _ Mrs. 
Mafon gave her an emetic, and after the-­
operation !he · was obliged' to go to bed, 
though {he had promifed herfelf a pleafant 
walk that evening. She was left alone, for 
Mary was not permitted to fta y at home 
with her,. as fhe offered to do. I-lad her 
ficknefs been accide11tal, we would both 

have 
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have tried to. amufe her,. faid Mrs. Mafon, 
but her greedinefs now receiving its natural 
and j"uft punifhrnent, .fhe mu.ft endure it 
without the alleviation which pity affords; 
only tell her from me, that the plea.fore was 
li>ut momentary,, while the pain and con­
finement it produced has already lafted fome 
hours. 

The ne:xt mornii1g, though fcarcely re .. 
covered, !he got up, as ufual, to have a. 
walk before breakfaft. During thefe walks, 

. Mrs. Mafon told then1 ftories,. pointed out 
the wifdom of God in the creation, and 
tool<. them to vilit her poor tenants. Thefe 
vifits not only e:iabled her to form a judg­
ment of their wants, but made them very 
induftrious ;. for they were all anxious that 
fhe might find their houfes and perfons 
clean. And returning through the farm­
yard, M·rs. Mafon flopped according to, 

cu!l:om, to fee whether the poor , animals 
were taken care of-this !he called earning 
her breakfaft. The fervant was jufl: feeding 
the pigs, and though ilie poured a great 
q_uantity into the trough.,_ the greedy crea-

tures 
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tures tried to gobble it op from o"ne an• 
-other: , Car9line blu.!hed, .!he faw this· fight 
was meant for her, and .ilie felt a.!hamed of 

_her gluttony. Hut Mrs. Mafon, wiHing to 

-impref~ her ftill more .f!rongly, tht,Js ad­
drdfed her. -

Providence, my child, has given us paf-
1 

fions and appetites for various purpofes­
two are genera!Jy obvious; I will point 

~ them out to you. ·Firft ·to render our pre-, 

- fent life 1nore comfortable, and ·then to 
prepare us for another, by making us fo­
·ciable beings; as in fociety · virtue is ac­

quired, and feif-denial praclifed. A mo­
derate quantity of proper food recruits"ou·r 
~x~aufted fpirics, and . i-nvigora :s the -ani­
mal functions ; but, if we exceed modera­
tion, the~ mind will be oppreffed, arid foon 

becotl'}e the fiave of the qody, or both grow 
liftlefs and inaB:ive. Employed_ various 
ways, families meet' at meals, and there 
giving· up to each other, lear"n in _ the moft 
eafy, pleafant way to govern their appe­
tites. Pigs, you fee, devour what they 
can get; bucmcn, if they have any affec-

tl?ns, 
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tions, love their fellow-creatures, and wifh 
for a return; nor wilJ they, for the fak~ of 
a brutifh gratification, Iofe the efl:eem of _ 

_ thofe they value. Befides, no one can be 
reckoned virtuous who has not learned to. 

bear poverty : yet thofe who think much 
- of gratifying their appetites, will at laft act 

n1eanly in order to indulge them. But 
when any employment of the underftand­
ing, or fl:rong affection oc_cupies the mind, 
eating is feldmn thought a matter of greater 
importance than it ought to be. .Let the 
idle think of their meals; uut do you em~ 
ploy the intermediate time in a ·different 

manner, and only enjoy the1n wben you 
- join the foci al circle. I 'like to fee children, 

and even men; eat chearfully, and grace­
fully receive the bleffings fent by Heaven; 
vet I would not have them abufe thofe .. 
bleffings, or ever let the care neceffary to 
fupport the body injure·the immortal fpidt: 
many think of the fuftenance the form~r 
craves, and entirely neglect the latter.' · 

I remarked to you before, that in the 

moft apparently trivial concerns, we are to 
do 
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<lo .as we ~o·uld -b~ done· by. This duty 
muft be practifed conftantly; at m·eals 
there are frequent opportunities, and I 

- -~ope, . Caroline, I £hall nev~r again fee you 

eager to fecure dainties fo.r yourfelf. If 
.fuch a difpofition were _to grow up with , 
you, you ought to live :alone, , for no one 

fhould enjoy the advantages and pleafures 

,which _arife from-. .focial intercourfe, who is 
'llnw-illing to give way to the inclinations of 
·others, and .allow each tneir fhare of the 

good things of this life. 
y OU _experienced. yellerday, that pain 

follows i111moderate indulgence; .it is · al­
ways the cafe, though fometimes not fel.t fo 

immediately; but the con_fti~ution i·s infen-
, fib]y deftroyed, and old age will _ come on, 
loaded w-ith infirmities. You alfo loft a 
very pleaJant walk, and fome fine fruit.. 

We vifited Mrs. Goodwin~s garden, and as 
Mary -had ·9efore ·convinced 111e that fhe 
could regul_are· her app~tites, I gave her 

Jeave to pluck as much fruit as fhe withed; 
and fhe did not ..abufe my ind~lgence. ·On / 
the contrary, fhe fpent moft part. of the 

time 
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time in-gathering fa.me for me, and her at­
tention made it tafte fweeter. 
t Comin~ hnm.e I called her my friend., 
and !he deferved the name, for the was no 
longer a child; a reafonable affection had 
conquered an appetite; her underfranding 
took the lead, and lhe had pracl:iied a vir­
tue. 

The fubject was now dropped; but Ca­
roline determined to copy in future · her 
Iiil.~r's temperance and felf-denial. 

, , 
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C HAP. X. 
-

- The .Danger of De!ay~Defcription of a Ma11:. 

Jion-houje in Ruins-The Hiflory of Charles 
I . 

- Townley. 

MRS. Mafon, who always regulated 
- her own time, and never loitered 

her h~1.1rs irrefo]utely away, had very 

_ frequently to wait for the children, when 

.:fhe withed to walk, thoug~ fhe had defired 

them to be ready ·at a precife time. Mary 

in particular had a trick -of putting every 

thing off till rhe -laft moment, and then fhe 

did but half do it, or left it undone. This 

indolent way of delaying made }}er mifs 

many opporrunitie_s of obliging _and doing 

good; and whole hours were loft in thought­

lefs idlenefs, which fhe afterwards wilhed 

~ad been better employed. 

This was the cafe one day, when fhe had 

a letter to write to her father; and though 

it was mentioned to her early in the morn­

rng, the fine!l: part of the evening flipped . -
away 
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away whilft the was finifhing it; and 'her _ 
hafte made her forget the principal thing 
whi.ch fhe intended to have faid. · 

Out of breath fhe joined therri ; and after 
they had croffed feveral fields, Mrs. Mafo·n 
turning down a long avenue, bade thetn 
look at a large old manfiqn-houfe. It was 
now in ruins. Ivy grew over the fubH:antial. 
walls, that frill refifted the depredations of 
time, and almoft concealed _a noble arch, 
on which maimed lions couched; and vul­
tures and eagles, who had loft their wings, 
feemed to reft for ever there. Near it was 
a rookery, and the rooks Ii ved fafe in the 
high trees, w hofe trunks were all covered 
with ivy or mofs, and a number of fun­
guifes grew about their large roots. The 
grafs was long, and remaining nndifturbed, 
fave when the wind f wept acrofs it, was of 
courfe pathlefs. Here the mower never 
whet his fcythe, nor did the haymakers mix 
their fongs with the hoarie croaking of the 
rooks. A fpacious bafon, on the margin of 
which water plants grew with wild luxu .. . 
riance, was overfpread with · fiime ; and 

E afforded 
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afforded a .£helter for toads and adders. Itt 
many places were heaped the ruins. of orna­
mental buildings, whiHl: fun -dials refted in -
the fhade; and 'peddl:als, · that had cru!hed 
the figures they before fupported. Making 
t]1eir way through the. grafs, they ~ould 
frequently £tumble over a headlefs· ftatue, 
or ·the head woul~ imp~de th~ir progrefs. 
vVhen they fpoke., the fou~d Jee med to re­
turn again, as -if unable to penetrate "the 
.thick fiagnated .air. The fun could ~ot 
dart ·its purifying rays through the thick . ,, ' ,. 

·gloom, and the fallen leaves cont: ibmed to 
. choke up the way, and rend_er the .air more 

, n oxious. 

__ I brought _you to this pl~ce . on purpofe · 
thi~ evening, faid Mrs. Mafon to the chil- · 
dren, who clung about her, t.o .tell _you the 
hifrory of the lafr inhabitant; but, as tJ1is ~ · 
part is unwholefome, we :will fit on the 
broken fl:ones of the drawbridge. . .. _ 

Charles Townl.ey was a boy of uncom­
n10n ~Lbilities, and {hong. f~eli11gs ~ b~t he 
e ver ,p 0 rmitted ·thofe feelings to dir~ct -~is 
conduct, without f ubmitting to the di rec-.. 
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tion of reafon; I mean, the prefent emotion 

governed him. He had not any ftrength 
or confiftency of character; one moment 

he enjoyed a pleafure, and the next felt the 
pangs of remorfe, on account of fame cluty· 
which he had neglected. He always in­
deed intended to act right in every particu­
lar to-morrow; but to-day he followed the 
prevailing whim. 

He· heard by chance of a 1nan in great 
d-iftrefs, he determin-e-d to relieve him, and 
left his houfe in order to follow the humane 
impulfe; but meeting an acquaintance, he 
was perfuaded to go to the play, and to .. 
r/Jorrcw, he thought, he would do the acl 
of charity. The next n1orning fome com­
pany came to breakfaft with him, and took 
hirn with them to view fame fine piclures .. 
In the evening he went to a concert; the 
day following he was tired, and laid in bed 

till noon; then read a pathetic fiory, well 
wrought up, Wept over it-fell aOeep-and 
forgot to -act humanely. An accident re­
minded him of his inremion; he fept to the 

n1an, and found that ne had too long de­
layed-the relief was u !elefs. 

E 2 In 
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:Y n tnis -thoug½:i-tkfs maooer he fpem.t hi~ 

time- and fortune; never applying to any·,· 
~profeffion,. though. formed to thine in any 

,one he fhould have chofrn.. His friends 

were offended, and a:t laft all.owed him to 

lamguiili ~n, a gaol; and as there appeared 
-.na probability of reforming or .fixing him, 
-they left hitn to ftruggl·e with adverfi.ty. 

Sever~ly did he reproach himfelf-He '/ 
w.a:s aJmoft l(l)ft in def.pair, whem· a friend . 
vi.Cited hi.J1n. This. friend , lov.ed the latent 

fpar-ks of vir~u~ wh.i,ch he i1~1agin~d w.0uld 
fome :tirne or other light up, and arnm·ate 

his -conduct. He paid bis debts, and gave 
him a fun1 of money fufliicient to enable 

him to prepare for a voyage t~ the Eaft 
Indies, where Char.les wifhrd to go, to rry 

.to rega1n his loft . fortnne. -Through the 
inte1 cdiion of this kind, confrderate friend, 
'hi-s · relations were re.conciled to hirn, and 
his fpirits raifed. _ ' 

He failed with a fair wind, and for.tune 

favouring his -moft romantic wi{hes, ir-i the 
fpace of fifteen yeai·s, he acquired a much 

la ger fort-une than he had even hoped for, 
6 and 
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and thought of vificing, nay, fettling in his 
native country for the remainder of his life. 

Though impreffed by the moft lively 
fenfe of gratit4Pe, he had dropped his friend's 
correfpondence; yet, as he knew that he· 
had a daughter, his firH: deten{1inarion was 
to referve for her the greater part of his pro­
perty, as the 1110ft: fubfi:antial proof which 
he could give of his gratirude.-The thought 
pleafed him, and that was fu-fficient to divert 
him for fome rnonths; but accidentally 
hearing that his friend had been very un­
fuccefsful in trade, this information made 
hi1n with to haflen his return to his native 
coun ry. Still a procra!l:inating fpirit pof­
fdTed him,-_and he delayed fro1n time to 
time the arduous taik of fettling his affairs, 
previous to his departure: he wrot~ how4 
ever, to England, and tranfmitted a con­
fiderable fum to a correfpondPntJ defiring 
th:it this houfe might be prepared for him, 
and the mortgage cleared. 

I can fcarcely enumerate the various de­
lays that prevented his embarking; and 
when he arrived in England, he came here, 
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. and. was fo childifh1_y eager to have his· 
houfe fitted . up with rafte, that he actually_ 

tr~flesf away ?· month, before h~ went to 

feek for his friend. . . . . , . 
-

.But his negligence was now feverdy pu-
•. nifhed. He learned . that he had been re­

du.ced to great dif1:refs, and thrown ·into the 

very gao1, out of which he took Townley, ' 

who, hafl:ening tf) j t, only found his dead 
body there; for he died the day befor_e. On 

the table was lying, amidft fome other fcraps 
of paper, a -letter, direcled in an unfi:eacly 
hand to Charles Townley. He -tore it open. 
Few were the fcarce_]y legible lines; but 
they fmote hi? heart. I--Ie read as. follows : 

" I have been reduced by unforefeen 

" misfortunes; yet when I heard of your 
" arri va], a gleam of joy cheered my heart 
"-I-thought _I knew your's, and that 1ny 

- · " -·latter days ~-night fiill have been made 
cc comfortable in your fociety, for I loved 
cc you; I even expected pleafure; but I 
" _ was miftaken; death is my only frien,d." 

H~ read it over and over again ; and 
clied out, Gracious God, had I arrived but 
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one day fooner I !hould have feen hi~, a_nd he 
would not have died thinking me the moil: 

ungrateful wretch that ever burdened the 

earth ! He then knocked his clinched fifl: 

againft his forehead, looked wildly round the 

dreary apartm'en t, and exclai1ned in a chok­

ed', though impatient tone, You fat here 

yefl:erday, thinking of my ingratitude.-:... 

Where are you now ? Oh ! that I ha~ feen 

you ! Oh _! that my repenting .ughs could 

reach you!-
I---Je ordered the body to be interre.d, and 

returned home a prey to grief and defpon. 

cl ency. Indulging it to excefs, he ne .. 

glected to enquire after his friend's daugh­

ter; he intended to provide amply for her, 

but now he could only grieve. 

Some time elapfed, then he fent, and the 

intelligence which he procured aggravated 

his difl:refs, and gave it a fevere additional 

fting. 
The poor gentle girl had, during her fa­

ther's life, being engaged to a wonliy _young 

man; but, fome time after his death, the 

relations of her lover had fent hin1 to fea 

E 4 to 
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to pr~vent the match taking place. She 
was_ helplefs, and had not fufficient courage 
_to combat with poverty; to efcape fron1 ·i~, 
Jhe married an old rake whom fhe detefted_ 

- . 

He ,was ill-humoured, and his vicious h.ibits 
rendered hi.m a r.oofi: dreadful compapion,. 

I 

She tried in vain to pleafe him, and baniih 
the forrow, that bent her dow-n, and made 
wealth_ ah<l all the pleafures it could procure 
tafte1efs.. Her te~der father was dead.-.. lhe , 

had loft her lover-without- a friend or con-
fident, filen.t _grief confumed her. I have 
t?ld you fri~nd!1nip is only to be found 
amQngft the virn10us,; her huiband was vi• 
c1ous. 

Ah! why did fue marry ? fai,d Mary. 
Becaufe Ihe was timid; - but I have no,t 

tole! you aH; the grief that .did not break 
- 11,er heart, difturbed her reafon ; and her 

hufband confined her in a mad-houfe. 
Charles heard of tbis laft circumftance; 

l1e viB.ted her. Fanny, faid he, d-0 Y-?U re-­
collect your old fr.iend ? ·Fanny looked at 
him, and reafon for a 1noment refumed her 
feat, and inf or med her countenance to trace 

,, anguifh 

n 
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anguilb on it-the tremb1ing Jig]1t foon dif­
appeared-wild fancy flufhed in her eyes, 
and animated her inceffant rant. She fung 
feveral verfes of different fo11gs, talked of 
her hufband's ill-ufage-enquired if he had 
lat~Jy been to fea; and frequently addreifed 
her father as if he were behind her chair, or 
fitting by her. 

Charles could not bear this fcene-If I 
could lofe like her a fenfe of woe, he cried, 
this intolerable anguifh would not tear my 
heart ! The fortune which he ha'd intended 
for her could not reftore her reafon; but, 
had he fent for her foon after her father's 
death, he n1ight have fa":ed her and com­
fort~d himfelf. 

The la.ft !hoke was worfe than the firft; 
be retired to this abode; melancholy creep• 
iog on him, he let his beard grow, and the 
garden run wild. One room in the hou!e 
the poor lunatic inhabited; and he had a 
proper perfon to attend her, and guard her 
from the dangers !he wifhed to encounter o 

Evc;ry ddy he vifited her, the fight of her 
would ahnoft have unhinged a found mind 

E 5 -How 
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- -How could he bear it, when his _co_n ... 

C fcience reproached hirn, and whifpered that 

he had neglected to do · good, to live to any 

rational purpofe-The f weets of friendfuip 

were denied, and he every day contemplated 

. t~e faddeft of all fights-the wreck of a 

, human unde.rftanding. 

He died without a will. The eftate was 

litigated, and as the title to this part could 

not be proved, the houfe .was let fall into 

its prefent ftate. 
But the ni-ght will overtake us, we muft 

. n1ake hafl:e home-Give me your . hand, 

. M_ary, you tremble ; frn:ely I need not defir-e 

· you . to re1nember this fJor.y-Be ealm, my 

child, and remember that you rnuft attend 

._ to trifles; do all the-good you can the pre­

· fent day, nay -hour, if you would keep.your 

con(cience clear. This circumfpection may 

. not produce dazzling actions, no.r will your 

.fiknt virtue be fupported by hum-an ap­

plaufe; but your Father, who feeth in fecret., 

will reward you. 

,I , •• 
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C I-I A P. XI. 

Drifs~ -A Charafler.-Remarks on Mrs. 
c_truemdh's Manner of drej/ing.-Trijling 

Omijjions undermine Ajfeflion. 

M AR Y's procraftinating temper pro­

duced many other ill confequences; 

fhe would lie in bed till the laG: moment, 

· and then appear without wafhing her face or 

cleaning her teeth. M~s . . Mc_1.fon had often 

9bferved itJ and hinted her diQike; but, 

unwilling to burden her with precepts, fhe 

waited for a glaring example. One was 

foon acc~dentally thrown in her way, and 

fhe determined that it ihould not pafs un ... 

obferved. 
A lady, who was remarkable for her 

negligence in this refpecr, fpent a week 

with the1n; and, during that time, very 

-frequently difconcerted the ceconomy of the 

family. She was feldom fit to be fren, and 

if any company came by chance to dim.er~ 

fhe would make them wait till it was quire 

E 3 cold.') 
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cold,, whilft 1he huddled on (ome ill-choten 
.~nery. In the fame ftyle, if a little party 
of pleafure was propofed, fge had to drefs 
l)erfel~ and the hurry difcornpo(ed he_r..,· _and 
·tired th.cife, who did not like toJofe. time in 

' ·anticipating _a trifling amufeinent.. · 
A fe·w hours after .fhe ~ad left them, Mrs.· 

Ma-fofl ·enquired .of M:ary, what effect- this 
week's experience had had on her in-ind -? 
y OU are fona of ridicule~ -~hild, but feldom 
in the right place; real ca ~fe for it you.lee­
-flip,. and h~ed · not .the -fileot r:eptoijf that 
points a:t your ow'n faults :--:do .not .mift.ake 
me, I would not ba-v·e ¥Ou laugh at~yet 1 
wifh you to fed, _what is rid-ic.ulous, · and 
learn to diftinguifh. fully. Mrs. Dowdy's 
negligence arifos fr.om indole.nae; her mind 
is not employed about matters of ir:nport­
~J1ce; and, if:it were, it woulc;l _not be a 
Jufficient excufe :fi?r her habitually :neglecl:-­
.jng an eJfential part of a man'·s as well as .a 
woman's duty. I faid habitually; ,grief 
wiil, often tnake thofe c.arelefs, wh.0., .. at 
other times., pay a prope_r ·attention to their 

perfon; and this n~glecl: -i~ .a fun: indica-
. ' tlOn 
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tion that the canker-worm is at :\Vork ;. and 
we ought to pity rather than blame the un-

' fp1'tunate. Indeed wh~n painful activity of 
mind occ.afions this inattention., i.t wjll not 

laft long; ·the foql ftruggles to free itfdf, 

and return to its ufual t-0ne and old habit.s. 
T.be lady we have been {peaking of ever 
appears a flov~n, ~hough fbe is fome_ti-mes 
a difgufiing figtue, and, at others, t2- very 

tau.dry flirt. 
I continually caution Caroline not to 

fptnd much time in adorning her perfon ; 

bu.t I ntver defired you to neglect yours . ..... 

·wifdom ,on.G.fts in avoiding ~xtreines­

immoder~e foodoefs for drefs, I term va­

nity; but a proper ,attention to avoid fin- ' 

gularicy does no.t deferve that name. Never 
wafte much time about trifles; but the time 
that is neceffary, employ properly. Exer­
cife your underftanding, tafre flows from 

it, and will in a moment direct you, if you 

are not too {olicitous to conform to the 

changing fafl1ions; and loiter away in labo­
rious idlenefs the pr.eciotls mo1nents when 

, tl1e ·imagination is mo(l: li.v.cly, and fuould 
be 
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' . be .allowec.j ,to, fix virttiOUS affeEt:io'lis in the 
\ender youthful- heart. · ~ - · ·; · · _ 
·. Of all the wo_me.n,whom I -have ever ·1net 
with, Mrs .. T rue01an feems the -freeft frorn 

·, vanity, ··a11d thofe foivelous views wfu,ich 
degrade the female cha.racl:er. · Her virtues 

· claim refpecl:, ~md the pracl:ice,•of them . en-
- gro'tres her thoug~rs,; yet her cl©'thes are ·ap­

parenrly_ wel'l chofen, and )~~b ?I ways fee her 
in the . fame attire: Not like many _·women 
who are eager to frt! offtheii- p·erfons to the 
heft advantage; · when 'they' are only going to 
take a walk, and are :carelefs, nay Oovenly, 
when forced· to fray ·at honie. , Mrs.-True­
man's conduct is juft the reverfe; !he -tries 
to avoid fingularity, Jor .{he ·does · not: wifh 

· to difguft the generality; but it ·is her fa- -
·n1ily, her friends, who1n fhe ·ftudies to 
pleafe. · ' ' , · 

ln drefs it' is · ·not litde . minute things?. 
· but the whole that !hould· be attendrd to, 
and that every day.; and this attention gives 
ap ea[e to the perfon becaufe the clothes 
appear unfrudily graceful. / Never, con-

. tinued M1's. Mafon, de.fire to excel in trifles> 
O if 
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if y.ou do, there is an end to virtuous emu­
lation, the mind cannot attend to both ; for 

when the main purfuic is trivial, the cha­

racter will of courfe become inffgnificanto 

Habitual neatnefs is laudable; but if you 

wifh to be reckoned a well, an elegantly 

dreffed girl, and feel that praife on ac·count 

of it gives you pleafuie, you are vain; and 

a laudable ambitioq. cannot dwell with va­
n1tv • . . 

Servants, and thofe women whofe n1inds 

have had a very limited range, place all 

their happinefs in ornaments, and frequently 

neglecl:: the only eifential part in drefs- · 

neatnefs. 

I have not the 1eaft objection to your 

dreffing according to your age; I rather 

encourage it, by allowing you · to wear the 

gayeft colours; yet I infift on fOLne degree 

of uniformity: and think you treat me dif .. 

refiJect:fully when you appear before me> 

and have forgotten to do what fhould n$'.ver 

be neglected, and what you could hay,e 

done in lefs than a quarter of an hour. 

D 6 I always 
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r always drefs myfelf before hreakf a:f!, 
alild e.xpetl y011 to foUow my ex.ample, jf 
th.ere is no_t a fufficient and obvious excufe. 
You., Mary, miffed a pleafant airing·y-efter­
(iay ; for if you had not forgotten the ref pett 
whteh is- due to me, .and hurried down to . 
break.fa ft in -a flovenly manner, I fhould ~' 
:have taken you out with me ; but I di<l not 
choofe to wait 'tifl you were ready, as your 
not being fo was entirely your own fault. 

Fathers, and- men in g~nera], complain 
f'Jf ~~is inattention ; they have aJ\\'-ays to -
wait for females. Learn to .avoid this fault, 
however -infignificant it- may appear in your , 
eyes, for .that habit cannot be of little coR-­

{e_quen.ce that fometiines weakens efteem. 
When we -frequently make allowance for 
.a.nether in trJfi.ing_ matters, notions of infe­
riority take root in the mind, and too often 

,prpd_uce contempt. Refpect: for the under• 
ftanding muft: be th~ bafis of conftanc_v; 
the tenderneis whi.ch flows from pity is li~­
ble to ~rifh infenfibly, to confume itfelf...,... 
even the virtues, of the b.eart, when they 
,d.egene.rate into weaknefs, fink a charatter 

in 
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·1n our eftimation. Befides, a kind of grofs 
familiarity takes place of <lecent affection; 
and die ref pea, which alone ca_n render do­
mefl:ic intimacy ~ lafling comfort, is loft 
before we .are aware of it. 

C H A P. XII. 

Behaviour ·to Strvants.-(J'rue Dignity cf 
Charafl~1-. 

T I-IE children not coming down to 

breakfafl: one morning at the ufual 
time, Mrs. Mafon went herfelf to enquire 
the reafon ; aod as fl1e entered the apart-­
ment, heard Mary fay to the maid who 
affifted her, I woncler at your impertinence, 
to talk thus to me-do you know who you 
are fpeaking to ?-fbe was going on, but 
Mrs. Mafon interrupted her, and anf wered 
the quefrion-to a little girl, who is ouly 
afiifred becau1e !he is ~vea-k. Mary ibrunk 
back ~bafhed, and Mrs. Mafon continued : 
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as- you have treated Betty; who · is -ten year~ 
older than_ yourfelf, improperly, you muft 

now do every thing for -yourfelf; and, as 

yo_u will be fome time about it-, Carolin-e 

and I will ear -our breakfaft_, and v·1fit Mrs· .. 

Trueman. By the time we return, you 

n1ay· perhaps have_ rec_o11ec1:ed that children 

are_ inferior to fervants, w110 act fro1n the 

dictates of reafon, and whofe underfrand­

ings are arrived _ at fome degree of maturity, 

- while children rnuft be governed and di-

, reB:ed till their'~ ga:ins _ftrength to work by 

itfelf: for it is the proper exercife of our 

reafon · chat ·makes us in ·any degree inde­

pendent. 
When Mrs. _ Mafon returned, -fhe mildly _ 

addrdfed Mary. I have often told you 

that every difpenfarion of Providence tended 

to our improvemenr, if we do not per­
verfely act contrary to our intere!t. One . 

being is made dependent on another, that 

l_ove and forbearance may foften the human , 

he1rt., ahd that linked together by necefiity., 

, and the exe·rci[e of r.he focial affections, the 

whole fan1ily on earth might have a fellow­
feeling 

d 

n 

a. 



.f 

feeling for each other. By thefe means we , 
improve one another;, but there is no real 
inferiority. 

You have read the fable of the 'head fup­
pofing itfelf fuperior to the reft of the mem­
bers, though all are equally necdfary to the 
fupport of life. If I behave improperly to 
fervants, I am fea11y their inferior, as I 
abufe a trufr, and imitate not the Being, 
whofe fervant I am, without a ibadow of 
equality. Children are helplefs. I order 
n1y fervants to wait on _ you, becaufe you 
are fo; but I have not as much refpecl: for 
you af> for them; you may poffibly become 
a v)rtuous characler.-Many of my fervants 
are really fo already; they have done their 
duty, filled an humble ftation, as they 
ought to fill it, confcientioufly. And do 
you dare to defpife thofe w hon1 your Cre·­
ator approv~s ? 

Before the greateft earthly beings I fhould 
not be awed, they are my fellow fervants; 
and, though fuperior in rank, which, like 
perfonal beauty, only dazzles the _vulgar; 
yet I may poffefs more knowledge and vir-

, 
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tue. The fame fee,ling .aclu~t-es me whe~ 
I am in cornpany witlr the poor; we are 
creatures of the fame nature, and ( may be 
their inferior in thofe graces which fhould 

adorn 1!1-Y foul, and r~nder me truly great. 

How often muft I repeat to you., that a 
child is inferior- tQ a man; bt>caufe reafon is 
in its infancv, and it is reafon which exalts 

• 
a n1an above a brute; and the cultivation 
of it raires the wife man above the ignorant; 

for wifdo,m is only another name fbr virtue. 

Tbis morning, when I entered yol!lr 
apartment, I heard you infulc a worthy fer .. 

vant. You had juft faid your prayers; but 

they muft have been onJy the gabble of the 
tongue; yo,ur heart was not engaged in the 

facred employ:ment, or you co'uld not fo 
. foo.n have .forgotten that you were a weak, 

dependent being, and that you were to re­

ceive mercy and kindnefs only on the con­

dition of your pracl:ifing the fame. 
I advife you to aik Betry to pardon your 

,. impertinence; till you do fo, fue t!hall not 

affi_ft you; you would. find yourfelf very 

· helpleis without the affiil:ance of men and 
wome,n 
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women-unable· to, cook your meat., bake 
your bread, waih your clothes, or even put 
them on-fuch a helplefs creature i~ a child 
-,-l know what you are, you perceive. 

Mctirv fubmitted;. and in futur-e, after fue 
faid her prayers,. remember.ed that .lhe was 

- to endeavour to curb her temper. 

C H A P. XIII. 

Employment. -Idleneft produces Mflery.--= 
The Culti·vation of the Fancy raifes us , 
above the Vulgar, extends our Happinejs, 
and leads to //irtue. 

0 NE afternoon, Mn. Mafon gave the 
children leave to amuft' themfdves; 

but a kind of liftl-dfnefs hung ov-er them~ 
and at a lo(s what to do, they feemed fa ... 
tigued with doing nothing. They eat cakes 

though ! h ·y ·had jnfl: dined, and did many 
foolifh things merely becau(e they were idle., 

Thei=r friend feeing that th 1. y were irrefo-
lute, 



~ute, and c~uld not fix on any-employment, 

requeffed Caroline to affift her to make 

fome clothes, that a poor woman was in 

want of, and while we are at work, fhe 

added, Mary will ,read us an entertaining 

talr, which I will point ouJ. 

The tale . intereffed the children,, w110 
. ' 

chearfully attended, and after it was finifhed, 

Mrs. Mafon told them, _that as fue had 

fome letters to write, fhe could not take her 
. ' 

:accuftomed walk; but that !he would alJow 
. . 

thern to reprefent her, and act for once like 

wo_me~. They received rh~ir commiffion, 

· it was to takt the clothes to the poor wo­

man, whom they w(re intended for; learn 

• her prefcnt wants; -exerc;ife their own judg­

ment with refpe& to th~ immediate relief 

- Jhe•ftood in need of, and act accordlngly. 

They return·ed home delighted, eager to 

tell what tbey had done, · and how thankful 

and ha,ppy they had left the poor woman. 

Obferve now, faid Mrs. Mafon, the ad­
vantages arifing from employm~nt; three 

hours ago you were uncomfortable, without 

being fenfible of .the caufe, and knew no.t 
what 
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-what to do with yourfelves. Nay, you 
actually commirted a fin; for you devoured -
cakes without feeling hunger, merely to 
kill time, whil(t many poor people have 
not the means of fatisfying their natural 
wants. \i\'hen i ddired you to· -~~ad- to me, 

. you were amufed; and now y~rn have been 
ufeful you are deligh~ed. R~collect t~i~ in 
future when you ar.e . at a lofs what to do 
with yourfelves; and r_ernember tha~ idle­
nefs 1nuft always be intolerable, becaufe · it 
is only an irkfome confrioufnefs of exift-- , . 
ence. 

Every gift of Heaven is lent to us for our 
improvement; fancy is one of the firft _of 
_the inferior ones; in cultivating it, we ac­
quire· what is, ralled tafl:e, or a relifh for 
particular employments, which occupy our 
leifure hours, and raife us above the vulgar 
in our converfacion. Thole who hJve not 
any tafte t,llk always of their own affairs or 
of their neighbours; every trivial matter 
that o·ccurs widun their knowledge they 
canvafs and conjecrure about-not fo much 
o.ut of ili-nature as idlentfs: juft as you eat 

the 
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· t'fie cakes without the impuHe of hunger. _ 

ln the- fame fly le people ralk of eating and 

drefs, -arrd Imig for their meals merely to 

divide the- day, becaufe the intermediate 

time is not einployed in a more interefting 

manner. Every new branch of tafte that 

we cultivate affords us a refuge from i<lle-­

nefs, a fortrefs in which we may refi'ft the 

affaults of vice; and- the more noble our 

empl?yments, the more exalted will our 

mind5 become. 

Mufic, drawing, works of ufefulnefs and 
'-' 

fancy, all ~mufe and refine the mind, 

!harpen the ingenuity, and form infenfibly 

the dawning judgment. As the judgment 

gains ftrength, fo do the paffions alfo; we 

have actions to weigh, and need that tafte 

in conduct, that delicate fenfe of propriety, 

which gives grace to virtue. The higheft 

branch o( folitary amufrment is reading; 

but even in the choice of books the fancy is' 

fi~ft employed; for in reading., the heart is 

touched, till its frelings are exami:ied by 

the underflanding, and che ripenings of rea-­

fon regulate the imagination. This is the 
work 
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w_ork of years, and the moft: irnportant of 
all employments. When life advances, if . 

_ the heart has been capable of receiving early 
iinpreffions, and the head of reafoning and 
retaining the conclufions which were drawn 
from them; we have acquired a !1 ock of 
knowledge, a goid mine which we can oc .. 
cafionally recur to, independent of outward 
circumfl:ances. 

The Supreme Being has every thing in 
himfelf; we proceed fron1 Him, and ou-r 
knowledge and affections muft return to 
Him for employment fuited to them. And 
thofe who moft refemble Him ought, next 

_ to Him, to be ~he objeB:s of our love; 
and the beings whorn we !bould try to af­
fociate with, that we 1nay receive an infe­
rior degree of fatisfaction from their fociety. 
But be affured, our chief comfort mufl: ever 
arife trom the mind's reviewing. its own 
operations-and the whifpers of an ap­
proving confcience, to convince us that life 
has not flipped away unemployed. 

F CI--IAP. 
.. 



C H A P. XIV. 

Innocent A mujements.-Dejcription of~ We!fh """ 

Caflle.-Hiflory of a Weljh Harper.·-A 

tyrannical Landfo,ld.-Family Pride. . 

AS it was. now harvefl: time, the _new 

fcene, and the fine weather delighted 

the children, who ran continually out to 

· view the reapers. Indeed every thing 

fremed to wear a face qf fefl:ivity, and the 

ripe corn bent under its ov,n weight, or, 

rnore etefr, fhewed the laughing appear­

ance of plenty. -
Mrs. Mafon always allowing the gleaners 

to have a fuffici~nt quanti ty, a great num­

ber of, poor came to gather a little harveft; 

and fire was pleafed t0· fee the fee~le hands 

of childhood and age collel:1:ing --the •fcat-

tered -ears. · 
Honeft Jack came with -his family; and 

when the labours of the day were over, 

would play on, a fiddle, that frequently had 

but three firings. But it ferved to fet the 
feet 
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feet in motion, and the lads and laffes clan- -
cing on the green fod, [uff~red every care-. 
to ileep. 

An old WeHh harper generally came to 
the hou(e about th_is time of the year, and 
ftaid a n1onth or more; for Mrs. Mafon was 
particularly fond of this inftrument,- and in­
terefted in the fate of the player; as is a1-
moft always the cafe, when we have refcued 
a pcrfon out of any difrrefs. 

She informed the children, that once 
travelling th::ough 'vVa]es, her carriage was 
overturned near the ruins of an old caftle. 
And as fhe had efcaped unhurt, fhe deter­
mined to wander amongft them, whilfr the 
driver took care of his horfes, and her fer .. 
vant haftened to the neighbouring village ~ 

for affiftance. 

It was almoft dark, and the lights began 
to twinkle in the frattered cottages. The 
fcene pleafed 1ne, continued Mrs. Mafon; 
l thought of the various cuftoms which the 
]apfe of time unfolds; and dwelt on the 
flate of the W eHh, when thi'.i cafile, now 
fo defolate, was the hofpitable abode of the 

F 2 chitf 
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chief of a noble family~ 'fhefe reflections 

.entir_ely engroffed my mind, when the 

found of a harp reached my ears. Never 

was any th-ing more opporttlne, the ~ational 

muGcJeemed to give reality to the pictures 

which my imagination had been drawing. 
. . -

I liftened awhile,. and fhen _trying to trace 

the plea!ing found, difcoverecl, after a ihort 

frarch, a little hut, -rudely built. The 

wal,1s of an old tower fu_pporred part of the 

thatch, which · fcarcdy kept out the rain, 

and the two other fides were-ftones cement­

ed, or r.ather plaifl:ered rogether, by mud 

.and clay. 
I entered, and beheld an old man, fitting 

by .a few loofe fticks, which blazed on the 

hearth; and a young woman, with one 

child ,at her breafr, fucking, and another 

on her knee : near then1 ftoQd a cow _ and 

he-r calf. The man had been playing on the 

harp; h,e r9fe when he fa~ me, and offered 

his chair, the only one in the room, and 

· fat down on a large cheft in the chimney­

corner. \Vhen the door was Ihut, all the 

light chat was admitted came through the 
hole, 

C 
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hole, called a chimney, and die not mnch 
en}iven the dwelling. I mentioned my ac-
cident to account for my intrufion, and re- ... 

, 

queiled the harper again. to touch the in-. 

ftrument that had attracted me. A par-­

titian of twigs and dried leaves divided this 
apartment fron1 another, in which I per­

ceived a light: I enquired abo·ut it, ·and ' 
the wo111an, in an artlefs manner, in~orrned 
me, tha.t !he had let it to a young gentle-­
woman lately rnarried, who was related-to a 

very good family, and would not lodge any 
where, or with any body. This intelli­
gence made me fmile, to think that family 
pride !hould be a folace in fuch extre1ne 

poverty. 

I fac there fome time, and then the liar­
per accompanied me to fee whet!ier the 

carriage was repaired.; I found- it waiting 
for me; and as the inn I was to fieep at was 
only about two miles further, the harper 
offered to come and play to me whilft I was 

eating my fupper. This was juCT: what l 
wifhed for; his appearance had roufed my 
compaffion as well as my curiofity, and 1 
took him and his harp in the chai!e. 

F 3 After 



( 102 ) 

. After· fu.pper he informed me, that he 

had once a very good farm; but he had 

been fo unfortunate, as to difpleafe the juf­

tice, who never forga ve him.) nor refted till 

·he bad ruined him. , This tyrant always 

expeB:e~ his tenan ts to affift hi n1 to bi ing in 

his barveil befor.e they had got in their own. 

The poor harper was once in the midfr of 

his, when an order was fent to him to bring 

his car.ts al)d frrvants, ·the next day, to the 

fields .' of _this p~tty king. He fooli.fhly re-

~ -fufed; and this refufal was the foundation 

of that fettled hatr,ed which produced fuch 

fatal c-onfequences. Ah, Madam, faid the 

fufferer, yoDr heart would ache, if ·you 

heard of all' his cruelties to me, and the rdl:' 

of his poor tenants. fie employs many_ , 

labourers, and will not g.ive them as much 

~3ges as ;hey could get from the common 

farmers, yet they dare not go any-where 

elfe. to work when he 'fends for them. The 

fi{h that they catch they 111_uft bring firfl: _to 

him, or they would not ·be allowed to walk 

over. his grounds to catch them; and he 

will give j uH: what- he p1eafts for the moft 

valuable p art of their pannier. .. -
But 
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But there would be no e11d to rny ftory 

were I to tell yoi1 of all his oppreffions. I 

was oblig~d to leave my farm; and my _ 
daughter, whom you faw this evening, hav­

ing married an induftrious young man, I 

can1e to live with them. When-would 

you believe it? this fame rnan threw my 
fon into jail, on account of his l:illing a 

hare, vvhich all the country folks do wh~n 

they can catch them in their grounds. v,7 e 

,vere agai!1 in great dif1:refs, and my da1.. gh­

ter and I Guilt the hut you faw in the v:afte., 

that the poor babes n1ight have a ihelcer. 

I maintain th{:'m by playin2 on the harp­

the mafi:er of this inn all . ws me to p]2.y to 

the gentry who travel this way; fo that 

I pick up a few pence, jufl enou6h to teep 

l ife and foul together, and to enable me to 

frnd a little b:-ead tq, my poor fori John 

Thomas. 
He then began one of the moft difi11;1l 

of his Vi tlfh ditties, and, in the rnidft of it 

cried out-He is an upftart, a mere n1\1fh­

room !-His grandfather was cow-boy to 

n1ine !-So I told him once, and he never 

forgot it. 
The 

/ 
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The o1d man then informed me th,lt the 
caflle in which he now was fhelrertd fore 
rnerly belonged .to his family--fuch are the 
changes and ch ances _of this mortal life­
faid he, ~nd hauily ftruck u_p a lively tune. 

While he.- was £hiking the firings, I 
thought t_oo of the changes in Jife which an 
age had produced. The defrendant of thofe 
who · h.1:1 mad.e the ball ring wi rh focial 
n11rrh now mourned in its ruins, and hung 
his harp on the. mouldering battlements. 

- S_uch is the fare of buildings and of fami• 
. ·lies 1 

After I had difiniiTcd my guefl:, I fent 
for the bncilord, to make foml'. farther en­
quiries, ·a·nd forn1ci th3t I had not been de-: · 
ceiver.i ; l th t n delermined to affifl him, 
and thought my accident providential. I 

·, 1:new a man of co.nfequence in the neigh-., . 

bourhood; 1 vificed h'1in, and exerted my .. 
.felf to procu1e the enlargement of the young 
n1an. 1 fucceeded; and not only refl:ored 
hin1 to his family, b ut prevaile_d on my 
friend to let him rem a ftnall farm o.n hi5 
eftate~ alld I g:ive hitn rn~rney t"o buy ftock. 
for it, and the implements of hufbandry. 

The 
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The old ~arper's gratitude .was unbound. 

ed; the fumrner after he walked to vifit 

1ne; and ever fince he has contrived to 

come every year to enliven our harvet1-

home. This evening it is to be celebra ted. 

The evening came; the joyous party 
footed it away merrily, and the found of 

the.ir fhoes was heard on the barn-floor. It 
was not rhe light fa~taftic toe, that fafhi_on 
taught to move, but honeft heart-felt mirth,. 

and the loud laugh, if it fpoke the vacant 

head, faid audiuly that the heart was guile-­

lefs. 

Mrs. Mafo_n always gave them fome tr1--· 

fling prefents at this time, to render the 

approach -of winter more comfortab e. T<F­
the men, ihe generally prefented wann • . 
clothing, and to the women fLlx and wor--

fted for knitting ~nd f pinning; and thofe: 

who were the moft indufrrious received a. 

reward when the new year commenced. 

1 • The ch ildren had books given to them, and· 

little ornaments.-All were anxious for the­
day; and received their old acq~iaintance,1• 

the harper, with the n1oft cordial fini les .. 

F 5 Cl-IAP ... 
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C HAP. XV. 

~ 1, Praye1·.-A Moon-light Scene--Refignation. 

, T· HE harper wou-Id frequently fit under 

1a larger e1m, a few paces from th~ , 

houfe, and play fome of the moft plainti:ve 
\V_e1fh tunes. vVhile the people · were eat­

ing their fupper, ~rs. Mafon defired him 
to play he:r fo~e - favourite airs; and .!he 

and the children walked round the tree 

under which he fat, on 'the ftump of an• 

o ther. 
· The moon rofe in. cloJJdlefs majefty, and 

. a nurn~-f of £tars twinkled near her. The 

f.ofier.ed landfcape infpired tranquilli~y, 

whi le the firain of ruB:ic melody gave a 

p1eafing melancholy to the whole,. and 

n1ade the tear ftart, \ whofe fource could 

fcarcely be· traced. The pleafure the fight 

of harmlefs mirth gave rife to in Mrs. Ma­

fon's bofom roufed tvery tender feeling, and 

frt in motio.n her fpirits. She laughed "Yith 

the. poor ·w horn fue had made happy, and 
wept 
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wept when the recollecled her own farrows; 

the illufions of youth-the g~y expectations 

that ha6 formerly clipped the wings oft ime. 

She turned to the girls-I have been very 

unfortunate, my young friends; but my 

griefs are now of a placid kind. Heavy 

n1i::.fortunes have obfcured the furi. l g:;zed 

· at when firft I entered life; earJv attach-. 
ments have been broken; the death of 

friends I loved has fo clouded my clay.~ ; 

that neither the beams of profperity, nor 

even thofe of benevolence, can. diffi pate the 

g1oom; but I am not ·1ofl: in a thick fog. 

1\1y flare of 111ind rather re(embles the fcene 

oefore you, it is quiet: I am ·..veaned fro1n 

the world, but not dilg'ufted; for• I can CT ill 

do good, and in futurity a fu:1 will. rif~ to 
~ . 

chear n1y heart. Beyond the ni ght of death, 

I hail the dawn of an eternal day ! .I men­

tion my Hate of mind to you, that l may 

tel1 you 'hat fupports me. 
'I'he frftivity within, and the pbcidity 

without, led my thoughts naturally to the 

fourc'e from ,vhence my cnmfort fprings­

to the Great Befto,~'er of every bldli .g. 

F 6 Prayer, 
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Prayer, my children, is the deareft prjvi-­
lege of man, and the fupport of a feeling 
heart. Mine has too often been wounded 

. by ingratitude; my fe_llow-•creatures, whom 
I have fondly loved, have neglected me-­
I have heard -their laft figh, and thrown my 
eyes round an empty world; but then more 

particularly feeling the prefence of my Cre­
ator, I poured out my foul befo~e him, and 

was no longer alone ! - I now daily con• 

template His wonderful goodnefs; and, 
though at an -awful difl:ance, try to imitate 

Him. This view o( things is a fpu-r to. 
activity, and a confola-tion in difappoint·• 
ment. 

There ·is in fact a conftan-t in.tercourfe 

kept \lP wi ~h the Creator, when we learn . 

to confider f-lin-1 as the fountain of truth, 
which our undedl:anding natu~rally thirfl:s 
afrer. But His Goodnefa brings Him ftiU 
more on a level with our bounded capaci-­
ties, for we trace it in every work of mercy, 

and feel, in forrow particularly, His fa­
therly care. Every bleffing is doubled 

when we fuppofe it comes from Him, and . 
affiictions-
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am:aions almoft ]ofe their name when W€ 

believe they are fent ro correct, not crufh 

us. Whilft we are alive to gratitude an~ 

admiration, we muft adore God. 

The human foul is fo framed, that good­

nefs and truth muft fill it with ineffable 

pleafure, and the nearer it approaches to 

perfection, the more earneftly will it purfue 

thofe virtues, difcerning n:ore clearly their 

beauty .. 
The Supreme Being dwells in the uni-

verfe. He is as effentially prefent to the 

wicktd as to _the good; but the latter de­

light iu I--lis prtfence, and try to pleafe 

Him~ whilft the former fhrink from a 

Judgr, who is of too µurea nature co be-­

hold iniquity. The wicked wifh for the 

rocks to cover them, 111ountains, or the 

angry [ea, which we the ocher day furveyed, 

to hide them from the prefrnce of that Be­

ing, in whofe prefence only they could find 

joy. You feel emotions chat incite you to 

do good; and painful ones difcurb you, 

when you have refifted the faith tul internal 

n1omtor. The wif~r., and the bttttr you 
grow) 
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grow, the more vi11ble, if I may ufe the 
expreffion, will God hecorne: for w i fdo1n 
confifts i'n fearching Him out, .and good­
nefs in endeavourjng to copy his attributes. 

To attain any thing great, a model rnuft 
.be hr]d up to ex_ercife our underftanding, 
and engage our affections. A. view of the 
diGntere.fted rroodnefs of God is therefore '-J 

I c.alcu]ated to touch us more than can be 
conceived by a depraved rnind. When the 
love of God is Jhed abroad in our hearts, 
true courage will animate our condu8, for 
nothing can hqrt thofe who truft in f-Jim. 

, If the defire of aclin1?; right is ever -prefent 
with us, if admiration of goodnefs fiJls our 
fouJs, we may be faid to pray con~anr1y. 
,and it w·e try to do ju!tice to a1l our fellow-­
creatures, and even to the brute crea tion, 
and affift them as far as we can, Vv~e prove 
whofe fervants· we are, ' and whofe 1a ws we 
tranfcribe in our Jives. 

Never be v~ry anxious, , when you pray~ 
what words to ufe; regulate your thoughts; 
and recolleEt that virtue cal ms the pafiions, 
gives clearnefs to the underftnnding, and 

3 O')Cl1S 
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opens it to pleafures that the thoughtlefs 

and vicious have not a glimpfe of. You 

mufl:, believe me, be acquainted with God 

to find peace, to rife fuperior to worldly 

temptations. I-labicual devotion is of the 

utrnoft confequence to our happinefs, as 

what ofteneCT: occupies the thoughts will in­

fluence our act.ions. But obferv'e what I , 

fay-that devotion is mockery and felfifu­

nefs, which does not improve our moral 

character. · 

Men, of old, prayed to the devil, _ facri-

ficed their children to him; and committed 

every kind of barbarity and impurity. But 

we who ferve a long-fuffering God {hould 

pity the weaknefs of our fellow- creatures; 

we n:10ft not bt>g for mercy and not (hew 

it; we 1nuil not acknowledge that we have 

offended, without t1ying to avoid doing fr? 

in future. VVe are to deal with our fellow­

creatures as we expect to f be dealt with. -

'I'his is practical prayer l-Thofe who prac­

tife it feel frequently fublime p1eafures, and 

lively hopes anirnate thenn in this vale of 

tears; that fee1n a foretaO:e of the felicity 
they 
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they will enJoy, when the underftanding is 
more enlightened, and t-he affections pro­
perly regulated. T Q-morrow I will take 
you to vifit the fchool-miflrefs of the vjl­
lag~, and relate her ftory, to enforce what 
I have been faying. 

Now you may go and dance one or two 
dance~; and I will join you after I have 
taken a w~lk, which I wifu to enjoy alone .. 

CH AP. XVL 

T~e Benefits arifing from Devotion.~ Tbe 
Hijlory of the Village Schoo/.-miflrefs.­
Fatal f,ffecls of Inattention to Expe~ces,. 

~ in the l-lijlory of Mr. Lofty .. 

T HE next mo-rni-ng Mrs·. Mafon de­
fired the children to g et their work, 

and draw near t:he table w hiJ(t fhe related -
the promi(ed hW:ory; and_ in the afrernoon, 

, _ if rhe weather be fine, they were to vifit 
the village fchool-mifhefs . 

H .er 
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Iler father, the honourable Mr. Lofty, 

was the youngdl: fon of a noble family ; 

his education had been liberal, though his 

fortune was fmall. His relatio:1s, how­

ever, fee~11ed det:ermin.ed to pufh him for~ 

ward in life, before he difobliged them by 

n1arrying the daughter of a country clergy­

n1an, an accomplifued, fenGble woman. 

Some t~rne after the birth of his <laughter 

Anna, his elder brother, the Earl of Caer ... 

marthen, was reconciled to him; but this 

reconciliation only led him into expences, 

which his limited fortune could not bear. 

Mr. Lofty had a high fenfe of honour, and 

rather a profufe turn ; he was beGde a very 

hmnane man, and gave away 1nuch n1ore 

than he could afford to give, when his com ... 

paffion was excired. He never did a mean 

aftion; but fornetimes an oflentatious pride 

tarnifhed the lu(he of very fplendid ones, 

and made the1n appear to judicious eyes 

more like tinfe1 than gold. I will account 

for it. His firft irnpulfe aroie from fenfi­

bilicy, and the fecond fro1n an immoderate 

defirc of human applaufe: for he feemed 
not 
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not ' to be alive to devotional feeiings, or to 
have that rock to reft on, which will fup. 
p_ort a frail being, and give true dignity to · 

) . 
a charact~r, though all nature con1bined to 
crufh it. 

Mrs. Lofty was not a fhining character- -
but I will read you a part of a kcter, which 
her daughter, the lady we are to vifit, 

-wrote to me. 
" This being the anniverfary of the day 

" on which an ever loved, and much re­
" vered parent was re-leafed from the bond­
" age of m?rtality, I obferve_ it with par­
" ticular ferioufoefs, and with gratitude; 
'" fer her farrows were great, her trials fe­
" vere-but her conduce was blamelefs -: 
" yet the world admired her not; her 
" filent, n1odeft virtues, were not formed 
" to attract the notice of the iniudicious. .., 
" crowd, and her underftanding was not 
" . brilliant enough r,o excite admiration. 
" But 1he was regardlefs of the opinion of 
" the world ; ihe fought her re ward in · the 
" fou-rce from whence her -virtue was de­
" ri\;ed-and 1he foun_d 1t. I-J e who, for 

" wife 

·. 1 
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'"' wife and merciful pnrpofes, f uffered her 

" to be affiicted, fupported her under her 

" trials; thereby calling forth the exerci fe 

" of thofe virtues with which I-le had 

" adorned her gentle foul; and in1parting 

" co her a degree of hearc~felt comfortJ 

" which no earthly bleffiog could afford." 

This amiable parent died _when Anna wa.s 

near eighteen, and left her to the care of 

her father, whofe · high fpirit ihe had im-

. bi bed. However, the religious principles 

which her motper had inftilled regulated her · 

notions of honour, and fo elevated her cha­

raB:er, that her heart was regulated by her 

· underH:at1ding. 
Her father, who had infenfibly involved 

himfelf in debt after . her mother's death, 

tried n1any different fchemes of life, all of 

which at firft wore a promifing afpect; but 

wanting that fupplenefs of temper, that 

enables people to rife in the world, his 

firuggles, infl:ea<l of extricating, funk hirn 

ftill deeper. Wanting alfo the fupport of 

religion, he became four, eafily irritated, 

and almofr hated a world whofe applaufe he 
had 
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h~d ·once eagerly courted. _ f-li3 affairs were 
at laft: rn fuch a defperate_ fr-ate, that he was 
obliged, ~e]uB:antly, -to accept of an invi·­
tation from his brother, who w:th his wife, 
a weak fine lady, intended co fpend fome· ' 

- time on the conrinear; his daughter was,, _, 
of courfe, to be of the party. 

The i:dtrJin-t of oblig::tions did not fuit 
his temper, and feeling hirnfelf dependent, 
he imagined every one meant to in[ult him. 

Some farcafrns were thrown out one day 
by a gentleman, in a-large c'ompany; they· 
were not perfonal, yet he took fire. Hi3 
fore mind was eafilx hurr, he refented them;-, 
and heated by ~ine, they both firid 1nor~ 
than their cool reafon would have fuggefted. 
Mr. Lofty imagined his honour was wound-

. ed, and the next morning fent him a chal­
l~nge. They met-:....a~d he killed his ~ntago­
nift, w:ho, dying, pardonecl him, and declared 
that the fentiments which had given him fo 
much offence fell from him by accident, 
and were· n-0t ley:elled at any perfon. 

The dy;ng man lamented, that the rhread 
of a thoughtlefs life had be·tn· fo fuddenly 

fnapped 
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fnapped-the name of his wife and childr~n 

he could not articulate, hen fomething 

like a prayer for the1n efcaped his ii vid lips, 

and ibook hi. _exhaufted frame-The blood 

flowed in a copious (heam-vainly did Mr. 

Lofcr endeavour to fl:aunch it-the heart 

loft 'its vital nourifhrnent> and the foul ef­

caped as he pre!E.d the hand of his defl:royer, 

who, when he found him breathlefs, ran 

home, and rufhed in a hurry into his own 

chamber. The dead man's image haunted 

his imagination--he !tarted-imagined that 

he was at his elbow, and lhook the hand 

that had received tne dying grafp; yet ftill 

it was prefTed, and the preffure entered into 

his very foul. On the table lay two piil:ols, 

he caught up one-and !hot hirnfelf. The 

report alarrned the family: the fervants and 

his daughter, for his brother was not at 

home, broke . open the door, and ibe faw 

the dreadful fight ! As there was frill fome 
....., . 

appearance of life, a trembling ray, lhe 

fupporced the body, and fent for affiftance: 

but he foon died in her arms without [peak­

ing, before the fervant returned with a fur­

geon. 
Horror 
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Horror feiz,ed her; ·another pii'col lay 
charged on the table; fhe caught it up, but 

religion held her hand; fhe knelt down by 
a dead father, and prayed to a fuperior one. 

Her mind grew calmer, yet ftill fhe paf­

fionately wi.fhed !he had but heard him 
fpeak, or- that .fhe had conveyed comfort to 
his departing fpirit-where, where would 

it find co1nfort ? again {he was obliged to 

have recourfe to pr~yer. , 

· After the death of her father, her aunt 

treated her as-if fhe we.re a me.re dependent 
on her bounty; a~d expected her to be an 
humble companion in every fenfe of the 

word. · The vifitoi:s took the tone from 
her ladyfhip, and ntimberlefs were the mor­
tifications ibe had to bear. 

The entrance of a perfon about bufiriefs 

interrupted the-narration; but Mrs. Ma_fon 

pro1nifed to refume it after dinner. 

, 

, 
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., C 1-I A P. XVI I. , -

7'he Benefits arifing from Devotion-The Hij-
tory of the //illag'e School-mi.ftrefs concluded. 

AS foon as t.he cloth was re1novec.l, Mrs. 
lVIafon concluded the narration; and 

the girls forgot their fruit whilft they were 
liftening to the fequel. 

Anna endured this treatrnent fome years,'­
and bad an opportunity of acquiring a know­
ledge of the world and her own heart. She 
vifited her mother's father, and would have 
remained with him; -but fhe determined not 
to leifen the fmall pittance which he had 
anxiouily faved out of a fcanty income for 
two other grand-children. She thought 
continually of her fituation, and found, on 
exarnining her underftandi;ig, that the fa-

• fhionable circle in which fhe moved could 
Hot at any rate have afforded her much fa­
tisfaction, or even amufement; though the 
negle.t1: and contempt that ilie met with 
rendered her very unco1nfortable. She had 

her 
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her father's fi)irit of independence, and de­

termined to !hake off the galling yoke 

which !he had long frruggled with, and try 

to earn her own fubfiftence. )~er acquaint~ 

ance expoftulated with her, and repreiented 

the mi~edes of poverty, and the 1~ortifica­

t1-ons ancl difficulties that !he would have to 

encounter. Let it be fo, !he replied, it is 

much preferable to fwelling the train of the 

· proud or vicious great, and defpifing my­

felf for bearing their impertinence, for eat­

ing their bitter bread; better, indeed, is a­

dinner ~:>f h'.erbs with contentment. My 
wants are few., When I am my own mif .. 

trefs, the cruft I earn will ~e f weet, and 

the water that moifteris it will not be min­

gled with tears of farrow or indignation. 

To. !hortet1 my frory; !he came to 1ne, 

' after Ihe had attempted feveral plans, and 

requefted my adyice. She wo·uld not ac­

.cept of any confiderable favour, and de­

clared that the greateft would be, to put 

her in-a_way of fupporting herklf, without 

forfeiting her highly valued independence. 

I knew not what to advife; but whilft I, 
was 

IS 
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was deb:1ti11g the tnatter 'with rnyfelf, I 
happened to mention that we were in wane 
of a fchool- mi!l:refs. She eag~rly adopted 
the plan, and perfevering in it thde Ldt. ten 
years, I find her a moft valuable acquiution 
to our fociety. 

She was formed to lhine in the morl: 
brilliant cir~le-yec fhe relinquifhed it, and 
patiently labours to improve the children 
configned to her n1anagernent, and tran­
quillize her own n1ind. She fucceeds in 
both. 

She lives indeed alone, and has all day 
only the fociety of children; yet fhe enjoys 

. many true µleafores; dependence on · Goel 
is her fupport, and devotion he-r comfort. 
I-Ier li ve]y affe8. ions are therefore~ changed 
into a love of virtue and truth: an __ d thefe 
exalted fpeculations have g~ven nn . uncom- .. 
mon dignity to her 111anners; for ~e. feemi . . ~ 
above the world, and its trifling ·comma- . 
t1on~. At her meals, gracitucl~ tQ Heaven , 
fupplies the place of fociety. She has a 
tender, focial heart, and, as !he caonot 
f weecen her f.Qlitary draught, by expre.ffing 

G htr 
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her good wifhes to her fellow creatures, an 

ejaculation to Heaven for- the welfare of her 

friends is the f ub.ftitute. This circumfrarn:e 

I h~ard . her mention to her gr.andfather, 

who fo~etimes vifits her. 
I will now make fo1ne alterat-ibn. in my,, 

ilrefs, for when I vifit thof.e who have been -

reduced from their original place in fociety 

by m!sfortunes, I always attend a little to 

<!eremof!y; left tod much familiarity fhould 

.;i:p_pear like difref pefr .. 

I, , 

. C H A P. XVIII~ 
. . 

'Pifit to the Schocl-miflrejs .-True-and /a!fe 

Pride. 

I 

T HEIR d refs was foon adjufted, and 

the · girl~ plucked flowers to adorn 

themfelves, and a nofegay .to prefent to the 

fchool-miftrefs, whofe garden was but fmall. · 

They met the children juft releafed from 

~onfinement; the .fwarn1 came humming 
rot1nd 

... 

fi 
0 
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round Mrs. Mafon, endeavouring to catch 
her eye, and obtain the notice they were fo 
proud of. The girls made their beft curt­
.fies, blufhing; and the boys hung down 
the,ir heads, -and kicked up the duft, in 
fcraping a bow of refpecl:. 

They found their miftrefs preparing to. 
drink tea, to refrefh herfelf after the toils 
of the day; and, with the eafe peculiar to 
well- bred people, fhe quickly enabled the1n 
to partake of it, by giving the tea-board a 
more fociable appearance. 

The harveft-home was foon the fubjecl: 
of con verfation, and the harper was men­
tioned. The family pride of the ·w elib, 
faid .Anna, has often diverted me; I have 
frequently heard the inhabitants of a little 
hut, that could fcarcely -be diflinguiihed 
.from the pig-fiy, which flood in the front 
of it,.- boaft of their anceftors and defpife 
trade. They have informed me, that one 
-branch of their family built the middle aifle 
of the church; that -another beautified the 
chancel, and gave the ten commandments, 
which blaze there in letters of gold. Some 

. G 2 rejoice 
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rejoice _that their forefathers fleep in the 

f!lOft con_fpicuous tombs, and that their 

-allies have an infcription to point out where 

thef are returning to their mother e~rth. 

And thofe graves, which only a little ftone , 

a~ the nead gives confequence to, are adorn­

ed evei y Sunday with 'flowers or eyer-greens. 

'\Ve percei v,e, · 'iri all the various cuftoms _of 
men, a deiire to live in the paft and in the 

future, if I n1:1y be allowed the expreffion. 

Mrs. Mafon then ·obferved, that of all 

the, fpecies of pride which carry a man out 

of himfelf, family pride was the moft bene­

ficial' co fociety. Pride of wealth produces 

vanity and offentation; but that of blood 

frems to infp-ire high notions of honour, 

and to bani!h meannefs. Y.et it is produc: . 

tive of many ill confequences, the moft ob• 

vious i~, that it renders individuals refpecl:­

able to the generality, whofe merit is l only _ 

reflected~ and fometimes the want of-·this 

acc;idental advantage throws the moft fhi­

ning perfonal virtues and ab-ilities into ob­

{curity. In weak minds this pride degene­

rates into the moft defpicable folly j and the 

- wife 
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wi[e will not condefcend to ;icce-pt of fame 
at fecond-hand, replied Anna. vVe ought 
to be proud_ of our original, but we .fhould 
trace it to our I--1eaven1y Father, who 
breathed into us the bFeath of life.-W e 

are his children when we try to refemble 
Him, when we are convinced that truth 
and goodnefs mufl: con(licute the very ef­

fence of the foul; and that the purfuit of 
them will produce happinefs, when the vaia 
diflinc1ions of mortals will fade away, and. 
·their pompous efcutcheons moulder with 
more -vulgar du!l: ! But remember, my 
young friends, virtue is immortal ; and 
goodnefs arifes from a quick perception of 
truth, and actions conformable to the con-
viction. -

Different fubjeB:s beguiled the time, till 
the clofing evening admonifhed them to re­
turn home; and they departed reluclantly, 
filled with refpect. 

G3 CHAP. 
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C H A p~ ·x1x. ... 
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J. . 
, Charity.-:-The-1-Iijfory of Peggy and her Fa·-

mz'ly·.-· -'!'he· S~ilor's Wido'iv. 1 

I B AVE ofce7r1 remarked to y.ou, faid 
~rs .. Mafon on.e morning. to. her pupils, 

that we are ali depende.nt on each other; 

and this dependence is _wifely ord~red by . 
our l--1.eav.enly Father, to .ca1! forth many· 
v;r.~u.es, to· ex~rcif~ the bdl: affections of the 

lnunan heart,. and fix then:1 into habits. 

VVhile \v,e. irnparc ple~fu.re w;e receiv.e it~ 

and feel t'he grandeur ·.of our• immorta! fol1l, , 
as it js· ~.onfrantly fh~1ggl ing ,to. fpr~ad itfelf 
into futurity. . 

~erhaps the greateft pleafure T have ever 

received _has -arifen .from the habitual exer- . 

cife of ch_aricy, in its various branches:. the 

-view of a diftreffed oqjeB: ~as maq·e, IT,le f10W 

think of converfing about one branch o( it,. 

that of givin·g alms. 

You know Peggy, the yeung girl whom. 

I wiili to have moft ab.out my perfon; I 
mean., 

~ < 
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mean, I wiil1 it for her own fake, thar i 

1nay have an opportunity of improving her 

n1ind, and cultivating a good capacity. A& 

to attendance, I never give much trouble 

to any fellow-creature; fot I choore to be .. 

jndependent of caprice and artificial wants, 

unlels indeed when I an1 fick; then, T. 

th ankfully receive the affifl:ance I would: 

willingly give to others in the fame Gtua­

tion. I believe I have not in the world a 

rnore faithful friend than Peggy; and her 

earneft de fire to pleafe me gratifies n1y be­

nevolence, for I always obierve with de­

light the workings of a grateful heart. 

I 1-off a darling child, frtid Mrs. 1Vlafun, 

fi11othering a figh, in the depth of winter: -

death had before. deprived rne of her fi ther., 

and when I loft my child, he died again. 

The wintery profpects fuiting the temper 

of 1ny foul, l have fat looking at a wide • 

wafte of tracklefs fnow for hours; and the 

heavy, fullen fog, that the feeble rays of the 

fun could not pierce, gave rne back an 

image of my n1ind. I was unhappy, and , 

the fight of dead nature accorded with my 

feelings-for all was dead to me. 

G 4 As 
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As the foow beg:m to tnd.t, I took .a 
walk, and-0bferved the birds hopping about 
with drooping wings, or mute on the leaf. 
Id s boughs. The mountain, whofe fides 
had loft the fnow, looked black; yet ftill 
fome ·remained on the fummit, and Jorrhed 
a contra fl: to cl i vcrfi(y the. dreary pro(oeEL 

1 walked thoughtfully along, when the 
appearance of a poor man, \-Vho did not 

I ~,>g, CT ruck n1e vrry forcibly. His · fhiver-
. ing limbs vvere fcarcrly 1he1tered from t-he 
-cold by the tattered garments that covered 
him; and he had a Iharp, fam~!hed look. 
I frretched out n1y hand with fome relief in 

_ it-I would not enquire into the particulars 
of fuch obvious difirefs. The poor wretch I I 

caught n1y hand, and haflily dropping on 
his knees, thanked me in an extacy, as if 
he had almoft loft fight of hope, and was 
overcome by· the fuddtm relief. His atti­
tude, for I cannot bear to fee a fellow-crea .. 
ture kneel, and eager thanks, oppreffed n1y 
weak fpirits, fo that I cou]d not for a 1no-
1nent afk hi1n any more queftions; bqt as 
foon as I recollected myJe If, I learned fro1n 

hi1n 
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him the n1isfortunes that had reduced hirn 

to foch extreme diftrefs, and he -hinted, 

that I could not eafily guefs the good 1 had 

done. I imagined from this hint that he 

was meditating h_is own deftrucl:ion when I 

faw him, to fpare himfelf the mifery of fee­

ing his infant perifu-ftarved to death, in 

every fenfe of the word. 
I will now haften to the fequel of the 

account. His wife had lately had a child, 

fue was very ill at the time, and want of 

proper food, and a defence againft the in­

clen1ency of the weather, hurried her out 

of the world. The poor child, Peggy, had 

fucked in difeafe and nourifhment together, 

and now even that :•vretched fource had 

failed-the breaft was cold that had afford­

ed the fcanty fupport; and the little inpo­

cent fmiled uns,onfcious of its mifery., I 

fent for her., added Mrs. Mafon, and her 

father dying a few years after, !he has ever 

been a favourite charge of mine, and nuding 

of her, in fome meafure, di[ pelled the 

gloom in which I had been aln1oft loft. 

G 5 Ah! 
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A.hr my children, you: k_now. not hqw ma:nr: 
" h9ufelefs heads l;).ide the pitilef~. ftorm)" 

I ~eceived foo.n after 3: leffon of ~e,fig~a- . 
tion frqm a ·pqor w,oma:n:i ~he> was a er.ac­

tical philofopher,. 
She had loft_ her hufband, .. a failor, and; 

loft his_ wages airo, as. fl:ie could~not prove 
his death. She caq1e to me to-_beg fome· 
pieces of filk> to n1_ake [6fife pin-cu!pions. 
for the hoarders of~ neighbouring_fchoe>l .. ~ 
Ijer lower weeds were parched wit~ c;i-i~eljent . _ 
coloured rags ;. but they fpoke not variety 
of wretchednefs; on the contrary, they 
fhewed a mind fo cqntent,. ·_ that. \Yant, and 
bodily_ pain, did ijOt pre:veqc h<;r ~,4inking, 
of the opinion of c;ifo~l . obfrrvers. This­
woman loft a hufband anc;l ~ child fuddenly,, 
and her dailr bread_ was _ _precariou.s.-I 
cheered the widow's heart, arid my own wa5, 
not quite folkary. 
. But .I am growing melancholy, wh.iHl: I 

am only defir_ous- of pointing out to you 
h9w very beneficial charity is; becaufe it 
enables us to• find comfort when all our 
worldly co1nforts are b_lighted : befides, 

when 

. . 
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when our bowels yearn to our fellow-crea .. 

tures, we feel that the love of God dwelledi 

in us-and ~hen we cannot al ways go on 

our way forrovving. 

C H -'-A,. P. XX. 

/Ii.fit to Mrs. Trueman.-1'he Uje of Ac(om.,., 

pliJhments.-Virt,te the Soul of all. 

IN the afternoon they vifited Mrs. True­

man unexpectedly, and found her- fitting 

in the garden playing to her children, \vho 

danced on the green fod. She approached 

to receive them, and laid aGde her guitar; 

but, after fome converfation, Mrs. Mafon 

defired her to take it up again, and the 

girls joined in the requefi:. vVhile {he wa~ 

finging Mary whifpered Mrs. Mafon, that 

fhe would give the world to be able to fing 

as well. The whifper was not fo low but 

a part of it reached Mrs. Trueman's ears., 

who faid to her, fmilingJ My young friend, 

G 6 OU 
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you value accomplifhm.ents- much too 
highly-they may give grace to virtue, but 
are notbing without fol id worth. 1 ndeed, 
I m·ay fay more, fo.r any thing like perfec ... 
tion in the arts cannot be-attained, where a 
relilh, nay a delight in; wh~t is tn1e and 
noble is want~ng. A fuperficial obferver 

· may be pleated with a picture in· which fine 
colours predo~11rnate; and qt1ick move- · 
~ents in . mufic may tickle the ear, though 
they never reach the heart : but it i_s the 
fimple ftrain which affection ~nimatesJ , that 
we ]iften to with i0tei eft a0d delight. Mr. 
Ttuema-n has a t:afte for the fine arts-;· and 

I 

I wifh in every thing to be his-£0.mpanion. 
~is ronverfacion has improved my judg­
ment, a:nd the affection, an1 intimate know­
ledge of his vi'rrues hts infpired, i-ncreafes 
the love whiGh I feel for. the whole human 
race. He lives retired from the world; to 
am-ufe hi!n after : the blllfinefs of the day -
is over, ar.Jd my babes afleep, I fing to 

. hi-m. A defire to pkafe, and the pleafure 
I read in his eyes, gi'le to my mtJfic ef.lCrgy 

\ and tenderntfs: When he" is ruffled by 
~ worlilly 

F 



( I 33 ) · 

worldly cares, I try to f moo th his wrinkled 

brow, and _think mine a voice of melody, 

when it has had that effect. 

\T-ery true, replied Mrs. M afon, acco1n­

p1ifhments fhould be cultivated to render 

us pleafing to our domefric friends; virtue 

is oeceffary; it muft ever be the foundation 

of our peace and ufefulnefs; but when we 

are capable of affetl:ion, we wifh to have 

fomething peculiar to ourfelves. We ftudy 

the tafte of our friends, and endeavom: to 

conform to it; but., in doing fo, we ought 

rather to improve our own abilities than 

fervilely to copy theirs. Obferve., my dear 

girls, M~s. Trueman's diftincl:ion, her ac­

compliiliments are for her friends, her vir­

tues for the world in general. 

I fuould think myfelf vain, and my foul 

little, anfwered Mrs. Truen: .n, if the ap- _ 

plaufe of the whole world, on the fcore of 

abilities,., which did not add any real luftre 

to my characler, could afford me matter of 

exultation.' The approbation of my own 

heart, the humble hope of pleafing the Moil: 

High> elevates my foul i and I feel, that in 
a future 

, 
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a: future ftate, l may_ enjoy an unfpeaka&fo. 
degree of happinefs,- though l now only. 
experi<mce a faint foretafte. Next to the[e 
fublime e,m·otions, which I' cannot defcribe, 
and the joy refulting from doing_ good, I · 

• I . 

am happy when- I can amufe. thofe I Joye; 
it is not then vanity, but tendernefs, that. 
fpurs me, on, and my fongs, rny drawings,. 
my every action, has fomething ofmy heart 
in it .. . • When I can add to thejnnocenc en- · 
j.oyrpents of my children., a.nd: improve them · 
at. the fanie time, are not my accomplifh--
1nents of ufe? - ln the fame fly.le, when" I 
vary the ple~fures .of my. fire.-fide; ! ·make _my , 
hufba_nd. forget that ·it. is a lonely one; and 
he returns to l'9ok fo,r elegance .at home, ele­
gance that he himf elf g~ve the polifh to ; 
and ~\v,hich is only, affec_ted, when- it does 
not flow fror;n , irtuous .affections. 
· I beg your pa:rdon, I expatiate too long 

, on mt fav(;)rite· topic~ my ··defire· to redify 
your notions II:-uft plead ·my excufe .. 

Mr. T rueman ·now joined them, and 
, 6 rought 'with him fome ,?f_ ;hi5: q!1eft fr.u_tt~ , .. 

After te'1i Mrs. Truernan .fhewed them (oroe 
I of 
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of her drawings; and, to comply with their 

repeated requeft, played on the harpfichord, _ 

and Mr. Trueman took his violin to ac­

company. her. Then the children were in­

dulged with a dance, and eas::h had her fa. 

vourite tune played in turn. 

As they returljled home, the girls were 

e~gerly laviil1iqg praifes o.n Mrs. Trueman; 

arid Mary faid, .I cannot tell why, b-ut I 

feel -fo glad when !he takes notice of me. 

1. never faw any one loDk fo good-natured, 

cried Caroline. Mrs. lYl.afon joined in the 

converfation.. You-,juftly remarked ~hat £he 

is good-natµ_red; you remember her hiftory, 

ih~ loves truth, and fhe is eiter exercifing 

benevolence and love. From_ the infect, 

that !he avoids treading on, her affection 

may be traced to that Being who lives for 

ever. And it is from her go.odnefs her 

agreeable qualities fpring • 
• i 

CH-APo 
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C .H AP. XXI. · 

'Ihe Bene.fit , of bodily Pain.-Fortitude the 
Bajis of Virtue.~ The Folly of lrrefolution. 

T HE children had been playing in the 
garden for fome -time, whi1ft Mrs. 

Mafon was reading alone. But fhe was 
fuddenly alarmed by_ the cries of Caroline, 
who ran into the room in great di ft refs. 
Mary quickly followed, and explaining the 
matter faid, that her fifter had accidentally 
difturb~d fo~e wafps, who were terrified, 
and of courfe ftung her. Remedies were 
applied to affuage the pain ; yet aH th~ time 
fhe uttered the Joudeft and moft filly com­
plaints, regardlds of the uneafinefs ihe gave 
thofe who were · exerting themfelves to re­
lieve her. 
,, In a fuort time the finart abated, and 

then her friend thus addreffed her, with 
more than ufual gravity. I am forry to fee 
a.girl of your age weep on account of bodi.ly 
pain ; it is a proof of a weak mind, a proof 

that 
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that you cannot employ yourfelf about 

things of confequenr.e. How often muft I 

tell you, that the Moil: High is educating 

us for e.:ernity ? 
" : -he term virtue comes fr0tn a word 

" fignifying firength. Fortitude of mind 

cc is, therefore, the baus of every virtue, 

" and virtue belongs to a being, that is 

" weak in its nature, and {hong ·only in 

" will and refolution." 

Children eatly feel bodily pain, to ha­

bituate them to bear the conflicts of the foul, 

when they become reafonable creatures. , 

Th is, I fay, is the firfi trial, and I like to 

fee that proper pride which {hives to con• 

ceal its fufferings. Thofe who, when 

) oung, weep if the leaft trifle annoys them, 

will never, I fear, have foffic ienc ftreng_th 

of 1nind to encounter all the miferies that 

can affiicl: the body, rather than act meanly 

to avoid the1n. Indeed, this feems to be 

the effential difference betw en a great and 

a little mind: the forn-ler knows how to 

endure-whilfr the latter fuffcrs an immor­

tal foul to be depreffed, loft in its abode; 
fuffeTI 
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fuffers the inconveniences which attack the, 
one to overwhelm the other. The . foul 
wouJd always fu.pport the body, if its fu. 
periori~y was felt., and invigorated by exer­
cife. -The· Almighty, who never affiiEts 
but to produce fome good end> firfl fends '. 
difeafrs to children to teach the1n' patience 
and fortitude.; and when by degrees they 
have learned to bear them, they have ac .. · 
quired fome virtue. 

In the fame manner, cold or hunger,. 
• wnen accidentally encountered', are not 
evils; they 1nake· us feel w hat wretches feel, 
and teach us to be tender-hearted. Many' .. 
of your fellow-creatures daily bear what you· 
cannot for a moment endure without com-. 
plaint. BeGdes, another advantage arifes 
from it; after you have felt hunger, you 
will not be very anxious to choofe the par­
ticular kind- of food that is to fa tisfv . it. . , 
You will then be- freed from a frivolou s 
E;are. 

When it is neceifary to take a naufeous 
draught, fwallow it at once, and r:! o not , 
make others fick whilfl: y.ou are hefitating,. 

.. though, 
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though you know that YC?U ~>Ught to take it .. 

If a tooth is to be drawn, or any other dif- -

agreeable operation to be perfonned, deter­

n1ine refolutely that it thall be done imme­

diately; and debate not, when you clearly­

fee the ftep that you ought to take. If I 

fee a child act in this way, I am ready tO' 

embrace it., my foul yearns for it-1 per­

ceive the dawnin!! of a character that will 
,J . 

be ufeful to fociety, as it prepares its foul 

for a nobler field of action. 

Believe rrre, it is the patient e~1dbrance 

of pain, that will enable you to refift yot1r 

paffions; after you have borne bodily pain, 

you will have firmnefs enough to fultain the 

ftill more excruciating agonies of the 111ind .. 

You will not, to banifu momentary cares., 

plunge -into diffipation; nor, to efcape a 

prefent inconvenience, forget that you fhou1d 

hold fafi: virtue as the only fubfrantial good. 

I fhou.ld not value the affection of a per­

fon who would not bear pain and hunger to 

ferve me; nor is that benevolence warm., 

w b.ich fhrinks from encountering difficulties, 
when 
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when it is, neceffary, in order to ·be ufefuI 
to any fellow-creatLire. 

There is a juft pride, a ~oble ambidon 
in fon:ie n1inds, that 1 greatly admire. I 
have feen a little of it in Mary ! for whilft 
ilie pities others, ilie imaginrs that fhe 
co~ld bear their.inconveniences herfelf; and 
fhe feems to feel more un~afinefs, when ilie 
obferves the fufferings of. others-, than I 
could ever trace on her countenance under 
the immediate prdfure of pain. 

Remember you . are to bear patiently tht 
infirmities of the weakeft of your fellow­
creatures; but· to yourfelves you are not to 

' be equally indulgenc: 

CHAP. 
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]ourney _to LondoH. 

T HE girls were vi!ibly improved-; an 
air of intelligence ~egan to animate 

Caroline's fine features; and benevolence 

gave her eyes the humid fparkle which is 

fo beautiful and engaging. The intereft 

that we take in the fate of others attaches 

.them to ourfelves; thus Caroline's good­

neis infpired more affecl:ion than her beauty. 

Mary's judgment grew every day clearer; 

or, more proper! y fpeaking, lhe acqui•r:d 

experience; and her lively feelings fixed 
the conclufions , of r.eafon in her mind. 

Whilfl: Mrs. Mafon w.as rejoicing in their 
apparent improvement, !he received a letter 

from their father, reguefting her to allow 

his daughters to fpend the winter in town, 

as he wi!hed to procure them the beft n1af­

ters, an advantage that the country did not 

afforr1. With relucl:ance fhe confenced, 

detennining to remain with them a fhort 

3 tune; 
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time ; and preparations were quickly made 
for the journey. 

The wifhed-for morning arri"ved, and 
they· fet off in a tumult_ ~f fpirits i ·forry to 
leave the coun_try, .yet delighted with the 
profpecl: of viCiting the metFopolis. Thi·s 
-hope foon_ dried the tears which had be­
dewed their cheeks; for the parting with 
Mr_s. Mafon was not anticipated. The 
-a~tuminal views ,vere new to · them; they 
,faw the· hedges exhibil various colours, and 

t~e tree~ ftripped of their 'lea yes; / but.-they 
were"not difpofed to ·moraliz·e.' ( · .r :,~ •.. ~-

,_ - . For fome time · after their -arri v'?,1, every' 

thing they faw excited wonder and admira• _ 
.tion ; · and not till they were a little fami-
1iarifed with the new objects, did they afk 
reafonable queftions. 

Several prefents recruited their purfes; 
·and · they requefted Mrs. Mafon to allow 
.them to buy fome trifles they were in want · 

of. The requeft was modeft, ap.d !he com­
.plied. 

·CHAP. 
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C H .f\. P. XXIII. 

Charity. - Shopping. - The dijlrejfed Sta-

tioner.-Mijchie·vous Conjequences of de-

• laying Payment. 

AS they walked in fearch of a ihop, 

they both determined to purchafe 

pocket-books; ~ut their friend defired them 

not to fpend all their money at once, as 

they would meet n1any objects of charity in 

the numerous ftreet5 of the 1netropolis. l 
do not wi01 you, {he continued, to relieve 

every beggar that you cafually meet; yet 

fuould any one attract your attention, obey 

the impulfe of your heart, which will lead 

you to pay them for ·exercifing your com­

paffion, and do not fuffer the whifpers of 

felfifunefs, that they may be impoitors, to 

· deter you. However, I would have you 

give but a triflt; when you are not certain 

the diftrefs is real, and reckon it given for · 

pleaf ur~ I for my part would rather be 
deceived 
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deceived five hundr~d times, than doubt 
once without reafon. 

They flopped at a f maH Jhop, Mr~. 
Mafon always fougi1t out f uch; for, faid 
fhe, I may help thofe- who perhaps want 
affifi-ance; . · bargains I never feek, for l , 

' wifh every one to receive the juf1: value for 
their goods.. ,· 

In . the fhop wl{ich they chanced to enter, 
they did not £nd the kind of pocket- book-· , 
that they had previou!ly fixed on, and the.re­
fore wifhed predpitaceJy to - leave 'it; but 
were detained by their 1nore confiderate 
friend. While they had been turping over 
the trinkets, the countenance of the wo ... 
1nan \yho ferved them caught her eye, and 

- fbe obfervea her -eager manner of recom• 
mending the books. You have given much .. 
unnecdfary tr9ubk, faid ihe:-, to the mif-
trefs of the fhop; the books are better, and 
more expenfive than you intended to pur­
chafe, but I will make up the deficiency. ~ 
A beam of pleafure enliv · :ied the woman's 
fwollen eyes; and Mrs. Mafon, in the mild 
accents of compaffion, faid, if it is not an 

1mper--

IS 

aa 
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i'mpertinent queO:ion, will you tell me from 
what caufe you~ vifible difrrefa arif"es ? per­
haps I m2y have it in 1ny power to relieve 

you.-The woman burfr into tears.-In­
de.ed) · Madam, you have already relieve.d 
me; for the n1oney y-ou have laid out will 
enable me to procure fome food for my 
poor little grandchildren, and to fend a 
meal to their poor father, who is no~ con­
fined for debt, though a more honeft man 
never breathed. Ah ! Madam, I l_ictle 
thought I fhould come to this-Y efterdJ)' 

his wife died, poor foul! I really believe 

things going fo crofs broke her heart. I-I~ 
has been in jail thefe five montlfa; I could 
not manage the !hop, or buy what was pro­

per to keep up the credit of it, fo bufinefs 
has been continually falling off; yet, if his ,; 

debts were pa~d, he would now be he~e, 
,,. and we fhould have money in our pockets. 

And what renders it more provoking, the -~ 
people who owe us mofr are very rich. I t,,1 

is true, they live in fuch ~ very high ftyle, 
and keep fuch a number of horfes and fer­

vants, that they are often in want of money; 

.. H and 
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:=ttnd when they have , it, they moftly have ; 
fome fj·eak in their heads, .and do not think 
of paying poor trad-es-people. At firft we 
~'ere afraid to ail<_for payment left ~e fuould 
lofe their ·cuftom, ana fo it proved; when 

\ . 

we , did -venture, forced by neceffity, they 
fent .to_ other_ £hops, without difcharging 
<lUr demand. 

And, rny dear l\1"ada~, this is not all 
my grief; my fon, before his misfortunes, 
was one .of the moil: fober, indufirious 

;YQl)ng men in London; but now 'he is not_ 
· like the fame man. He h~d nothing to do . 
in the jail, and to dr1 ve away care he Je~rped 
-t_o drink; he f~id it was a comfort to forget 
}1irnfelf, and _he would add an oath-I never 
heard him fw-ear tUl then. . 1- took pains 

. when he was a child to teach him his 
' ' . 

prayers, and he rewarded· me by being a 
dutiful fon. The cafe is quite altered now; · 
he fee ms to have loft all natural affection- . 

-
.he heeds not his mother's tears.-Her fobs 
_al in oft f uffocated her, __ as 1he fl:ro~e to go 
on-He will bring my grey hairs wi~h for­
l'OW- to the grave--and yet I -pity my poor 

. boy, 

- ' 

... 
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boy, he is i11ut up with fuch a number of 
profligate wretches, who laugh at what is 
right. Every farthing l fend him he fpends 
in liquor, and ufed to make his poor wife · 
pawn her clothes to buy hirn _ drink-ibe 
was happy to die; it was well "tor her not to 
live to hear -the babe fhe gave. fuck to de­
fpife her! 

A paffion of tears relieved the fufferer ► 
and Che called her grandchildren-The!e 
innocent babes, faid !he, I Oull not be able 
to keep thc-m, they mu(l: go to the work­
houfe. If the quality did but know· what 
they make us poor induihious people fuffer., 
furely tney would be more ,confiderate. 

Mrs. Mafon gave her fomething to fup­
ply her prefent wants, and pron-1ifed to caH 
on her ag~in before fhe left town. 

They walked filently down two or three 
ftreets-I hope you have learned to think, 
my dear girls, faid Mrs. Mafon, and that 
your hearts have fdt the emotions of com­
paffioh ; need I 1nake any comments on 
the Gtuation of the poor woman we have 
jufl lefr. You perceive that thofe who 

· H 2 neglect 
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.neg1ect to pay their -debfs do more harm ' 
than they imagine; perhaps, ir:ideed, fome 
of th~fe yery pec;>ple do, Vv hat ·is called, a 
nobl_e action,. give ·away a large furn, . and 
are termed generous; nay, very probably, 
weep at a ·ciagedy,- or when reading an af. . 
fecting tale. They then boaft of their fen­
fi bility-when, alas ! neglecting the foun­
dacion of all virtue, juftice, they have occa .. 

' fioqed exquifite diftrefs; led a poor wretch 
into vice; heaped mifery on helplefs in­
fancy, and drawn tears from the a·ged wi .. 
d ow. 

C _HAP. XXIV. -

Pifit to a poo f Family in London.-Jdlenejs 
the Parent of Vice.-Prodigatity and Ge­
nerojity in;compatible.-The Pleafures of 
Benevolence.-True and Ja!fe Motives for 

Ja~ing. 

AFTER the impreffion which the fi:ory, 
and the Gght of the family had made, 

was a li~tle worn off, Caroline begged leave_ 
to 
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to buy one toy, and then another, till her 
money was quire gone. ¥t1 hen Mrs. Ma­
fon found it was all expended, ihe looked 
round for an objeEt in di(htfs; a poor wo-­
man foon prefented her(el f, and her meagre 
countenance gave weight to h_er tale.-A 
babe, as meagre, hung at her bre.afr, which, 
did not fecm to contain fufficient moifrure 
to wet its parched lips. 

On enquiry they found that fhe lodged 
in a neighbouring garrer. Her hufband' 
had been out of employment a long time, 
and was now lick. T'he mafter who hacl 
formerly given him work loft gradually 
grelt part of his bufinefs; for his beft cuf­
tomers were grown fo fond of foreign arti­
cles, that his goods grew old in the ware­
houfe. Confequently a number of hands. 
were difiniifed, who not immediately find­
ing employment elfewhere, were reduced, 
to the rnoft: ~xtreme difbrefa» 1--he truth 
of this account a reputable lhopkeeper at-­
tefted; and he added that many of rhe un .. 
happy creatures, who die unpitied at the­

gallows> we.re firft led into vice by. acci­
dental iillenefii~ 

H3 
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They, afcended th~ dark fl-airs, fcarcdy 

able to . bear the bad fin ells that flew from 

every part of a f ma~l houfe, that contain~d 

in each roo1n a family, occupied in fuch an 

anxio~s manner to obtain the neceffaries of 

life, that its comfort_s. never _ ~ngaged their 

thoughts. The precarious meal was.fnatch­

ed, and the ftomach did not turn, though 

the cloth, on which it was laid, was dyed -

in dirt. When . to-morrow's brea,d is un­

certain, who thinks of cleanlinefs ? · Thus 

does defpair-encreafe the mjfery, and con~ 

fequent pifeafe aggravate the horrors of 

poverty! . , 
-.,. 

They followed the woman into a low 

garret, that _was never vifited by the chear­

. ful rays of the fon. A man, with a fall_ow 

- comple~ion, a'nd long bear0, · fat fhiv.ering 

· over a few cinders in the bottom of a bro­

ken grate, and two more children were on 
.the ground, half na}{ed, near him, breath­

ing the fame noxious air. The 'gaiety na-

tural to their age did riot animate their 

eyes, half funk in their fockets ; and, in-

.. ftead of fmiles, premature wrinkles had 
- found 

( 
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found a place in their lengthened _vifages. 

Life was nipped in the bud; !hut up juft 

as it 'began co unfold itfelf. " A froft, a 

· killing frofr,'' had defhoyed the parent's 

hopes: they feemed to come into the world 

only to crawl half formed-to fuffer., and 

to die. 
Mrs. Mafon defired the girls to relieve 

the family; Caroline hung down her head 

aba!hed- wifhing the paltry ornaments., 

which 1he had thoughtlefsly Lought, at the 

bottom. of the 1ea. Mary, meanwhile., 

proud of the new privilege, e,11ptied her 

purie; and Caroline, in a fopplicating 

tone, entreated Mrs. Mafon to allow her 

to give her neck handkerchief to the little 

infant. 
Mrs. Mafon defired the woman to call 

on her the next day; and they lefc the fa­

mily cheered by their bounty. 

· Caroline expected the reproof that . foon 

proceeded fro,n tl~e mouth of her true 

friend. I am glad that this accident has 

occurred, to prove to you that prodigality 

and generofity are incompatible. (Econo-
my 



. . 
my and felf-demial are neceffary in every 
ftarion, to enable us to be generous, and 
to afr conform ably to the rules -~f juftice~ 
· Mary may this night enjoy peaceful 
fl umbers; idle fancies, foolifhly indulged,~ Y 
will not float in her hrain; fue l)lay, btfore 

- fhe clofes her eyes, thank God, for allow­
ing her to be His inflrumenc of mercy. 
WiJI the trifles thao you have purcha_fed 
afford you fuch heart: felt delight, ·caro­
line? 

Selfiih people fave, to g~atify their own 
caprices and appetites; the benevolent curb 

' both, to give fcope ro di~ nobl~r feelings 
of the hmnan ~eart. When we fquander 
money idly, we defraud t_he poor, and de­
nrive our own fouls of their moft exalted 
food. 1 f you wiili to be ufeful, govern 
your defires., and. wait not till diflre{s ob­
trudes itfelf-fearch it out. In the country 

. it is not always attended with fuch fhock ... 
- ing circum!l:ances as at prelent; but in 
large cities,. many garrets contain families, 
fimi1ar to thofe we have feen chi£ afternoon. 
The money fpent_ in indulgiflg the vain 

willies 

... 
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wifhes of idlenefs, and a childi!h fondnefS' 
for pretty things not regulated by reafon, 
would relieve the mifery that my foul 
.£brinks back from contemplating. 

C 1-:1'. AP. XXV. 

Mrs. Mafan' s farewel Advice to her young 
Fritnds. 

:.-

T I-IE day before Mrs, Mafonwasto 
leave her pupils, fhe took a hand of 

each, and preffing them tenderly· in her 
own, tears ftaned into her eyes-I tremble 

for you, my dear girls, for you 1nuft now 

praB:ife by yourfelves fome of the virtues 
which I have been endeavouring to incul­
cate : and I fhall anxiouOy wait for the 

fummer, to fee what progrefs you hav~ 
made -by yourfel ves. 

We have converfed on feveral very im­
portant fubjeB:s ; pray do not forget the: 
conclufions I have drawn. 

I now, 
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. I now, as my .I aft prefent, · give you -a 
book, in which I have written the fubjef.ts 
that we have difcuffed. Recur frequently 
to it, for the ftories illuftrating the inftruc­
tion it contains, you will not feel in foch a. 
great degree the want of my perfonal ad. 
vice. Some cf the reafoning ·you may not 
thoroughly comprehend_, bur, as your un­
derfi:andings ripe·n, you will frel irs full 
force. 

Avoid anger: exercife compaJiion; and, 
Jove truth. R~collect, that from religion 
your chief co1nfort muft fpring, and never 
neglea · the duty of prayer. Learn from 
expel'ience the comfort that arifes from 
making_ known your wants and farrows to 
the wifeft and beft of Beings, in whofe 
hands are -tbe iffues, not only of rhis life, 
but of that which is to come. 

Your father will allow you a certain fri­
pend; you have already felt the p1eafure of 
doing good; ever recollect that the wild 
purfoit_s~ of fancy muft be conquered, to _ 
enable you to gratify benevolent wi.!hes, 
a.nd that you rnµft I?racl:ife cecono[!ly -in 

trifle$. 
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:trifles to have it in your power to be gene­
.rous on great occafions. And the good 
you intend to do, do quickly; for know, 
that a trifling duty neglected is a great 
fault, a;id the prefent time only is -at your 
command. 

You are now candidates for my friend­
fhip, and on your advancement in virtue 
my regard will in future d\.·pend. Write 
often to me, I will punctually anf wer your 
letters; but lee me have th~ genuine fenti­
ments of your hearts. In expreffions of 
affeB.ion and refpeB:, do not deviate from 
truth to gain what you wifh for, or to turn 
a period prettily. 

Adieu! when you think of your friend, 
obferve her precepts; and let the recollec­
tion of my affection give additional weight 
to the truths which I have endeavoured to 
infl:ill; and, to reward my care, let me 
hear that you love and practife virtue. 

FIN 1 S. 
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