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MARY AND JANE HOR°NSBY; 

MARY and Jane Hornsby, had the 

111isfortune to be left motherless before they 

had attained the age of five years. Their 

father poss~ssing-a large private fortune, be­

,ide a place in one of the public offices, 

which d~manded his closeattention ; had 

little leisure, and less inclination, to · 

devote those hours he could spare from 

the fatigues of business to the i11struc­

tion of hi~ children .- He therefore place l 

them under the care of a -.Madam Dori­

vant, a young woman, whos~ only re"! 

cemmendation, was a grammatical know 4 

n ledge 
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,MARY AND JANE HORNSBY. 

ledge of.the l~nguage of her own country; , 
fl ' tolerable proficiency in music, and taste 
for drawing. Th·e culture of external ac• 
complishments, ha~ alone been considered 
by those to_ whom the charge of her y9uth 

. ~ad been in trusted. Her mind had been 
wholly neglected, trifling, friyolous, airy 

' and light in her conver~ation, free in her 
man~ers, a_nd much inclined to _ coquetry 

. -,,and levity; she became at once a dangerous 
,- and impru~ent . instructress. _Mr. Hornsby 
_ w~s too 11?uch occupied by a·p-erpetual sue­
: -cession of engage~nents, to make any par­
, ticular investigation of . his daughters' im. 
· pro;ement; satisfied that they could speak, 
and translateFrench with toJerableaccuracy 
play a lesson of Ciementi's without hesita-, I 

, tion, and sketch a tolerable landscape from 
any vi-ew that m.ight strike them., he sought 
no farther knowledge; and trusting that 
*eit minds corresponded with their ex. 

ternal 

I 
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ternal accomplishments, became content. 

Mary ha~ • attained the age of'fifteen, and 

Jane w~s -9ne year younger, when M1;s. 
Ormond,- the widow of a gentleman who 

had lo'ng held a distinguished . post ii:i the! 

service of his king, came on account of_ a 

law suit in wh1ch ·she was engage_d, to pass 

some time at ·her brother, (Mr. Hornsby's) 

house. 0~ account of a dissension . be­

tween h_er husband and brother, s~e ha~ . 

not for many years vis-ited, or even been 

seen hy him; but,when the liand of deatl,l 

had deprived her of her husband, her heart 

ahva ys affectionate! y attached to ber bro• 

ther-, yearned to he reconciled to him; s_he, 

therefore, made ttie first advances, ·which 

were eagt.rly received by 11r. Hornsb.y, 

who now warmly interested himself in all 

her affairs ; b~came the .chosen guardian of 

her son, who was in his sixteenth year, 

.and was now a student at Oxford. She, 

B z - therefore, 



,, 

I 

4 'MARY AND JANE ' HORNSBY. 

therefore, accepted her brother's -invita­

tion ,to beco~ne ~ resident in his house, tiH 

her affairs were settkd; and now, for the 

first time, was. introduced to her nieces. 
' The\r: appearance,Jor they were both emi-

nently beautiful, both in, figvre and face, 

imm~d'iately struck her; her -heart already 

fi;lt the fonG!est affection for them, and she 

·was anxiously soiici~ous to he beloved by 

-the~. 
It was with no little degree of pain she 

observed, thc1;t · in, th~ system of -education 

:that~ had been pursuel with them, their 

-1ninds and hearts had been totally neglect"'.' 

ed-. · She s~w pride, envy,. and want of 

common chayity-, were the gre~t faults th~t , 

·disfigured their mj1,ds: the iuore she saw, 

Jhe more she regretted, that such girls, 

~ith such exp"ectations, should have been 

,~hus cruelly" ~ismanaged. A~d her affairs. 

were no soo_n~r settl_ed, th,;m she _proposed 
to. 

., 



.MARY AND JAN~ .HORNSBY, ' 5 

to her brother taking his daughters to her­

country seat,_ which was situated in Dor­

setshire. l\1r. Hornsby willingly c0nsent .. 

ed, but proposed senaing their governess 

v\•ith them. "By no means,.rny dear bro­

t11er," said 1\Irs. Ormond, " the place of 

instructress to my nieces shall be supplied 

by myself. I flatter myself I am equal 

to the task; an<l I a...s&ure you, I shall nei­

ther ~e negligent of my dut , nor re.cniss 

in the perfor~ance of it. I would not 

;yish either Jane or 1Iary to look upon me 

absolutely as their go ·erness, but as _their 

friend, which I shall endeavour to prove 

myself. I sh-al] have opportunity of wit­

nessing their growing virtues, an-d correct­

ing thei1: errors. \Vith your leave I will 

instruct them to taKe an affectionate leave 

of Iadame ; inform her ou are satisfied 

,. · th her services ; and by ,va y of variety, 

~n the .first e~ancipation of her pupil from 

B 3 he 
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the sc·hool-room, ii:idulge me -with their 

company for a few m.onths." , 

, The young · ladies were soon informed 

of the new plan adopted for them, and 

with all th~ eager desire and wish for va­

riety, , so natural to youth, anticipated the 

pleasure their ~ew system of life would 

afford. 

Madame, who, from the first hour of 

1-vfrs. Ormond's coming to Harley-street, 

, lfad foreseen, and indeed felt the diminu­

tion of her authority, had taken no smalJ 

pains to insti11 into the minds of her pu­

pils, contempt for their aunt and her sober 
\ , 

plans. ·Herself always upon her guard, in 

th~ presence 9£ those whose influence she 

fearc<l, or to whose authority she was sub- 1 

servient, . she had, hy gross :flattery an<l 

servile humility, slrove to ingratiate her­

self w-ith Mrs. Ormond; but the veil was 

~60 thin for tl~e piercing eye and pene:-

1 tratjn g , _ -
• 

I 
• I --



MARY AND jA~E HORNSBY. r', 

trating judgment of her whmn it ' was 

meant to deceive. Blessed with a strong f 

arid highly cultivated underst?,n<ling, with 

a mind enriched by k_now1edge, and adorn-: 

ed by virtue, she saw that her brother had 

been deceived in his .choice of a governess 

for his chil~lren: and she felt n'lore thaq a. 

common anxiety, least their . minds should 

have imbibed so s rong a proportion of her 

sentiments, that all she coulcl do would be 

ineffectual to _their reform. Mtlry; sh~ 

had observed, gave way to frequent a11cl 

irregular stans· of 'pas_sion, upon the slight­

est offence and most trifling occasion: she 

would seek r venge; nor till she had found 

some opportunity of manife~ting the bitter-

ness of her spiriL on these occasions, would 

she be satisfied. Jane, naturally much 

milder, .and more even-tempered than her 

sister, had yet a species of envy in her dis­

position, and secret jealousy against Mary, 
thlt 

,, 

/ I 
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that demanded nttendon and prudence to, 

eradicate. ~ They had many and severe 

quafrets ·between themselves·; Mary plead .. 

ing th~ right of eldei·spip, as - a defence for 

the· autlio.rity she-frequently assu~ned; and 

; Jane ailedg}~g the differenc·e b~tweeq them 

h0,ing too little to~ allow of any. 

Mrs. Ormond had witnessed their fre­

' quent bickeringi an<l resolved, w-bcn once 

_they should De co111m~ttecl to her care, to 
., ·eave ,no ~eans UJ'\triea to m·ak~ them agree-

ably and -u_seful membe1·s of so'ciety. -

- Madame Dorivant -receiving a present 
beyond ·her expectat}on from M1:. Horrlsby, 
as an aeknowledgme1~t of his respect for 

her, to'ols. i'ea:<;;e in better temper than, vva~ 

~xpecte<l. , Her pupils, ac·custo~ed to her 

for several· ye~rs, felt a sincere) gri€f at 

parting~ with. 
0

he1! ; hl}t that sorrow was 

~oon eradicated, by the prospect of being 

for the future no more subject~d to govern-
~ ';,. • • • • " " • : I' '. :. • ~ 

' ' 

· · ~11~nt~ 

, 
I • ' 
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Tilent, and in some degree mistress of them­

selves. The. separation frcrm 'their father, -

- <!-11.d the attendant pains of it, were soon. 

f~rgotten · in the no_velty- of a journey of 

near a hundred miles. ., 

Mrs. ~Ormond, who always blended in­

struction with delight, pointed oµt the beau~ 

ties of nature; led them to admire, and 

from cJ.di11iring, to enqui_re the propertie& 

of plants~ and anin1als. 'In high .spirits they­

arrived at Ash-Park, to 'which they were_ 

·welcomed by their aunt with rpaternat af­

fectio11, w40 shew~d th~m the room she 

hacl destined for their use, and k~ndly de­

siring then1 to affq.nge their boo~s and or-:­

narnents as they thought proper~ left them: 

Inureq to &lot~,- habituated to command~ 

groupe of servants1 whose whole business 

was to serve t~efrl, they felt th~rnsel ves 

fatigued at the very idea of assorting their 

}iprary. J\fter <1;ri absynce of near three , 
. ~OU~~ 

' , 
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hours, which had been chiefly spent at the 

glass, they returned to the drawing-room 

to tea, with a countenance fraught with 

f'riemlly affecti~n. - Mrs. Ormond casually 

enquired how they had spent thyir time, -

" In just do-ing no.thing, my dear Madam;" 

replied Mary, " indeed I have not stepped 

a yard beyo~cl the glass; you can scarcely 

imagine how , excessively shockipg I Look­

ed; so fatigued, so .tired, I declare I am 

,not yet recovered.~' . " ,!\ncl ,you, Jane,,, 

said .Mr~. Ormond, " what has been your 

·employme~t ?"' "I ca.n scarcely tell you,'' 

returned she, indolently, '" much the same, 

,,, though as my si~ter." " D0ubtless," re­

turned Mrs. Ormond, '' you have arranged 

your books." " No, ind,ee<l, I\:fadam," re­

plied Jane, " we cann.ot tell how to do it: 

if you ,will let your woman assist us, ,ve 

will direct h~r." '' How can you direct 

another, my dear,,, said her aunt, smiling, 

"to 

I . 

l 
h 
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MARY AND JANE HORNSBY. 11 

H to do that you profess yourself unable 
'to perform?" '' ,ve could tell her how and 
where to place. them, _ Madam." " Then 
could you not do it yourself? And would 
it not be an agreeable amusement and ex­
ercise for your fancy and employment, that 
would relieve you from the te1:nporary las­
situde of which you complain? You shall 
have Martha's assistance whenever you are 
really in want of any; but a little employ­

-ment is necessary even for yourselves. Do 
you not think, Mary,'"' and she addressed 
herself particularly to her, '' that son~e green 
ribbon, tied in bows, at the corner of'those 
boards, will look tflsty, and relieve th~ 
weight of the ornaments?" " Dear, Ma­
d:un," returned Mary, pettishly, " I do 
no_t th ink about it; I leave those things to 
mechanics, and such as make their liveli­
hood by adjusting and ornamenting them. 
I think people of fashion have enough to 

do 
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do without attending to trifles of that kind.,_;' 

'' Pray tell !ne," said Mrs. Ormond, grave­

ly, " what, or whom; you call people of 

fashion?'' " Indeed, ·Madam,'; replied her 

t;iiece, wit~ increased ill-humour, '' you 

quite perple?C and worry me with ques-

tions. :people of fashion, I believe, are · 

those whose whole study is amusement, 

and how fo kill time." "To kill tirrie, 

indeedt said Mrs. Ormond; " indeed, 

Mary, I should think, i~stead of having 

just infmerged from your nursery, that _ , 

_ you had employed all y·our faculties in find­

ing out how to kill time, as you call it; 

and, · to do _ you justice, you have amply 

profite9- by your studies: for I question if 

any modern fine lady in the purlieus of St. 

James's, could have contrived to have mur­

<lered three h0urs bette_r than you have 

q.one this afternoon; but as we shall, in all 

probability, pass some months together, I 
shall 
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shall briefly relate _to _you how . I expect 

you to pass your . ti~ne. You will rise at . 

six; after the first duties of your closet are 

over, you will rea<l either ancient or, mo~ 

dem history tiH eight, then be ready to 

attend the breakfast-table, where you will 

each of you inform me of the subject of your 

morning studies; afterwards Y?u will de­

vote an hour each to music an<l d1awing; , 

then you will . read or yvrite either Italian, 

French, or English for another. It ;will 

be time to dres~, for ·whic:h I aliow you 

half an hour. You will be always ready · 

- to appear with the first bell. The . after­

noon we will devote 'to amusement, either 

walking or riding ; and the evening, unless 

it is occup.i~d by visitors, eithet at home or 

;:tbroad, you· ~ill employ in reading, and, 

making extra_cts from the best authors." · 

Mary and her. sister here interchanged 

looks not_altogetl1er_agreeable to the feelings 

C of 

, 
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of their aunt, who, however, passed over in 

silence for one aftef·noon, that which here­

after she should attend to pretty closely. 

She affected to consider they might be fa .. 

~ t1gued with their journey, although they 

had but come twenty . iniles; for no con­

sideration less than life and death, could 

ind_uce Mrs. 'Ormond to travel post. Sh~ 

could not bear to see a noble animal ran 

off its legs, and beaten by a driver to per­

form a task in a stated time, to which its 

strength was inadequate. 

Talking .on this subject to her nieces, as 

they travelled onwards, she lamente_<l in 

s,trong and feeling terms the life of the post~ 

horse. " Ii know not," she ' said, "any 

animal whose situation is more to be pitied; 

they are generally purchased from the sta­

bles of the great, where they have been 

attended with care, fed, and ho-µs 'ed we-fl; 

, used only to moderate exerc1se, perhaps 
the 

I . 
, . 

' 



• 

I 

, MARY ANP JANE llo'RNS:BY. 15 

' 

the greatest to follow a pack of hounds. 

Some sprain, or some trifling. complaint, 

may induce the owner to part ~ith him at 

a cheap rate: he is purchased by an inn­

keeper, who, alive only to the calls of in­

terest, suffers him to be worked till his 

poor legs are scarcely able to support him. 

No sooner in from the performan~e of one· 

job, than a fresh deroand for horses makes 

it necessary to employ him in a second; 

night · and day frequently elapses with?ut 

affording sufficient time for rest to the poor 

jaded beast to stretch himself upon his lit­

ter, and lose in sleep the memory of the 

day's fatigue." '' Memory, ~Madam," said 
I ., 

Mary, carel~ssly, '' Do yoJ.! . suppose a 

horse has memory?" " I ·.do,, my dear, 

an<l gratitude too. I have seen instances 

lo convince me that a horse is endow~d 

with both. Mr. Ormond had a favourite . 
horse, which carried him for many years, 

c 2 until 



µntil from ~ge it was - unable to <lo so 

. longer; sl1.e was then turned in.t'o the park, 

in which Mr. Ormond never walked suffi-

ciently near for the poor nld creature to be 

13ensible who it was, · than she would ad-

' . 

, ¥~nee to him; if he ~topped, ·roy h~r head 

pn his shoulder, an<l strive, by _a thoµsand 

,va ys peculiar only to her species, to make 

.herself noti~ea by him. She w6ulj follow 

him round the park like a child; and all 

thejoy ·ancl . sorrow of -,~hi~p 3he was ca­

pable, I am · cony~pced she feJt at his ap­

pearance ~nd departµr~." '' And is she. 

still living ?' 1 Jane enquir~d. , " No, my 

dear, your ui~cle, <c1-bout a. week before ·his 

_death, being well enough to pe ta~en 111to 

the air in . a wheel ~h~ir .I hatl made for; · 

~_he purpose, was dr~wn into the ?ark; one 

particular spot of which ' ~a~ ~ when i11 . 

, heal th, his favourite walk ; · his mare, as 

µsµa}, saw him, and es·sayed to rise to_ meet 
him; 



• I 

MARY AND JANE HORNSBY. 11 

him; the attempt, for a length of time~ 
. . 

was vain~ but what will not perseverance 

effect, with much difficulty she got tJpon. 

her legs, with more she attaiuecl the SP,Ot 

where for a few minutes her m9-ster wa~ 

stationary." "Poor Jenny,'' sajd :Nrr. Or.,. 

Jnond, as he saw her slowly• adv4ne.ing, 

her head bent alm9st to the ground, 'th9 ll 

hast, like me, almost r-qn thy race; lik~ 

mine, thine is a life _of pain.' " The 

faithful animal was now within a few paces 

of her master, the effort she had m.adc to 

reach him had peen too much for h er feeble 

fr atne to support. She gently stretch ed ... 

herself upon the soft grass; looked up for 

a fe w moments, as if she would say," 

' I h::ive striven to come and die ~t your 

fee t, but am unable.' '' One or two pq.in• 

fol heavings of her heart only .,,.passed, be. 

fore her eyes were shut in death. l\,fr. 

Ormond was fiO much affected by the cir , ~ 

C 3 cumstance, 
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cumstance, that it drew tears from his 

ey~s. He ordered, what 'is sddom done, 

that her remains, instead , of being sold for 

.the hounds, should be ~uri~d; and as she 

was an equal favourite with the servants, 

as with the-ii master, his commanq_s were 
. '-

obey e "d with ·_ alacri y ; and sqe •now lies 

under the great oak on the western side 'of 
\ 

the park, close by the rising hill which ·. 

overlooks the village." 

Jv1iss Hor~1sbys were by no means pleased 

with the plan Mrs. Ormond had chalked 

out for their improvement: th~y had fl~t­

tered themselves that they were to be left 

to pursue the beni ,, of their own inclina-

, tions, unfettered and uncontrouled by any 

authority. Mary openly expressed her sur­

.,Prise and dislike at it, pertly saying, '' that 

she imagined, when the"y were taken from 

nnder the care '·of Madam Dori,vant, they 

fl}ould nn 1nnger ~e pestered with lessons 
and . . 
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and exercises; that, for her pa1:t, _she should 

act a·s she pleased, and not be treated ?,S a 

child all her Ii e. The only difference she 

could at present fintl, was that they were 

under government at Ash.park instead of 

Harley-street." . 

Tq this very impertinent speech, htr 

aunt made _no reply,_ determine~ to pursue 

the plan she had a<l0pted; nor to suffer 

her niece to think, that when once her 

will was malle known, any objections or 

dissatisfaction she might betray, could set 

it aside. Willing, however, to learn the 

ideas they had fanned for their future con­

duct, or the plan they might have thought 

to pursue, she enquired of Jane, how she 

would fili her time, if left to her choice . . -

J ane looked at Mary, and Mary at Jane. 

It was a puzzling question: they . had nei­

ther any idea of arranging time so syste­

mutically ·as to 1:1ake every hour of import-
ance. 

•, 
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ance. " We would,'' at length she hesj"1' 

tatingly answered, " just follow the bent -

of our i1;clinations, work, read, or play, 

fiS we folt inclined." · ' And do you not 

think, my-dear, ,it wGu1d be better to de­

vote a particular time for these pursuits, 

than to driye thern off. k is probable you 

-n~ay have · no inclination to either read, 

wo:rk, touch the instrument, or rake up 

the ,pencil · during the morning. In the 

afternoon -it is a cha.nee if we do not either 
' 

go out or haye some fri,end; you cannot 

then, out of politeness, follow the bent 

oLyour incl i,nation, if it led you to either. 

Thus a day would be lost, probably many 

in the same way; but if you arrange your 

time properly, you will find it not only 

,well occupied, but that you will have much 

to spare.' 
Neither of the sisters could oppose any 

-~rgu~1ent sufficiently strong to co;nbat their 
aunt's 

I 

lJ 
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aunt'~ reasoning; and they passed the even­

ing in a kind of sulky dissatisfaction, very-­

unpleasant to the~r kind relative. After 

tea Mrs. Onnon<l proposed a walk to s9me 

cottages, the residents of which were fed 

aml supported by her bounty; she invited 

her nieces to accompany her. Jane was 

in a minute ready to ' comply, but Mary 
. ' 

again objected, saying, " she had no idea 

of visiting such low creatures; and ~he 

wondered at her sister's fo11y in complying 

with the whims of Mrs. Ormond; that fo1 
' 

her part she was resolved -to resist them, to 

convince her that she would n .aintain a 

will of her ow11, and not be dragged about 

as she pleased." 

This speech was uttered m th e absence · 

of 1\tJrs. Ormond. Jane, influenced by her 

sister's example, and unwilli11g to be ~eA 

- hind hand with her in stri ving, for her pre­
rogative, 

... 

_. 
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rogative) pulled offher bonnet and tippet, 

and sat down in a chair by the window, 

indolently leaning her head upon her hands • 

.Nlrs. Orm9nd returned in a minute, equip­

ped for her walk, and opening the door, 

was surprised to see her nieces just as she 

left them. "Are you not ready, my clears? 

Come, be quick, or, we shall lose time." 

"vVe do not rriean to .. go out, l\1adam," said 

Mary, who was generally spo~eswoman; 

_,, " Not mean to go out," replied her aunt, 

" why, what do you mean to do with 

you~sdves this fine evening?" " I don't 

know,'-' Mary returned, '' but we shant go 

out." Mrs. Ormnnd·shook her head. "You 

have heen ill taught, n;y dears, you are de­

ficient even in the common rules of polite­

ness; but come without hesitation or de- -

mur. I expect your imme<li::i._te compli­

ance. You have had little or no exercise 

w day, and it is necessary you should take 
lt 
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it in moderation; therefore put ou your 

bonnets and be ready.,, 

There was a firm decisiveness in the 

character and manners of Mrs. Ormond 

that forbad trifling: and whatever repug-­

nance her nieces might feel, they found it 

necessary to comply, though their compli­

ance was given with a v.ery ill grace. The 

evening was mild and placid; nature ex- ' 

hibited her most lovely colours; , and the 

glowing and rich tints of the warm ancl 

luxuriant landscape arou~d them insen_sibly 

harmonize<l the spirits, and tranquilized the 

mind: of this, in spite of themselves, M~ry 

and Jane Hornsby became sensible. The 
I 

beauties of creation, by engaging their at-

tention, ·c1rew from them observations which 

f leased their aunt to listen to; and in­

creased in her bosom the wish to be instru­

mental to the improvement o( their hearts. 

Mrs. Ormond, who, by a thousand acts of 
kindness, 
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}<indness, had endeared herself to her poot·, " 

tenants; wa·s received by.· them with the 

most heart-felt joy. She list.ened with the 

- - ~11ost' patieut ' attenti'on - to all their littl-e 

' c~mplaints, soothed them, pr~scribed, and 
administered to tJ1eir wants. The littl~ 

children ran to, her, s_ome bringing their ' 
1 

books, smne their work;. all brought a 
little· -recom1.;~1idation to her notice; an1 
a.11 were receive<l with swee.tness and affec ' 

tion. This was a 'sc:ene -so new to her 

nieces, that they could not bur express their 

astof!ishment; at the same time it \Vas 

blencled with contempt, at what they term­

ed her mean·ness, " to l\Je pawed about by 

., a parcel of dirty chJ dren," said Mary, in­

dignantly, " have one' s,, d0aths soiled t?,y 
their grubby fingers, and give-up_one's time 

and attention to thei~ complaints~. My 

aunt may make a rout about waste of time, 

but I am sure· this is a waste indeed~ For 

- my 

' . 

/ 
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my part I should scarcely think a11 the wa­
~er in the Thames , sufficient to_ cl€an me,. 
after being handled by them.'-' 

-This conversation, whi€h passed as they 
,vere returni.ng home, was overheard by · 
their excellent aunt;..' who, unwilling. that 
any opportunity s_hould be lost of convey­
ing instruction, or rectifying their errors, 
advanced to them. " I am concerned, my· 
<lear l\liary, to be under the necessity of 
always finding fault; but I should think I 
was deficient both in duty and affection, 
if I suffered youF errors to pass unnoticed. 
It must be pride that dictated the last speech 
I heard you utter. I will not suppose you 
spoke your real sentiments; but that, in-

• 
fluenceu by a little- resentment, you have 
suffered your temper to subdue your re.al 
feelings. One of the 'most .important of 

. ., our duties, is charity. When Providence 
blessed one with more of this world's goods 

~ than 
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than another, he did not design them 

. wholly ,for th~ gratification of luxury, ·but 

to be of service to others whom he has 

pleased to place in a more humble sphere. 

Prosperity,. thep, was given us as .a blessing 

by the Almighty; who meant by this par­

tial good to enable us to relieve the wants 

of those whose distresses call for our assist­

an·ce, to mitigate their ·pains, to soothe 

~heir sorrows, ~nd as far as is. possible to 

heal.those wounds the hand of poverty i~­

flicts. By doing ·this, we deserve.the good 

Providence has so bountifully bestowed on 

us; by a different conduct we frequently 

call down the wrath of heaven, which 

often deprives us of that -good we <lid not 

know how to use. 

'' The richest reward of a good action, 

is the consciousn~ss of having performed 

-our duty, and the feeling it conveys to the 

heart, of having acted conformably to the 
will 
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will of the Supreme goodness; '.Which is as -

much interested for the lowly i~habitant 

of the meanest cottage, as for the splendid 

owner of a palace. So far froth thinking 

jt a disgrace to visit my poor neighbours, 

I feel double pleasure in .. jr. The little 

tales of their sufferings I atten<l to, to 

soothe them, if I can, either by counsel 

or assistance, given in the way it is most 

wanted. If they have pl~asures to com­

municate, I participate them al_so. The 

infantine caresses of their children I re­

ceive, because I know they are sincere; 

and am interested iu their improvement, 

because I have put the means in their 

power, and am therefore happy to find 

they are not misapplied. Believe me, my 

child, ir is not in the splendid apartments 

of the rich and luxurious I find pleasure; 

so very little sincerity dwells among the 

inhabit:rn ts of the great world, that after a 
' D 2 short 

, 

I , 
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-short residence among them, I sigh for the 

- ,qui~t and peace of my own house. HeI"e 

1 see n,ature unwarped by passion, preju­

-clice, or fashion. Here the glow of real 

:Pleasure animates l_he cpuntenance as I ap­

:proach: and · the .voice of -sincerity glae­

-dens my ear_ It is politic, as well as ne-
' ,tessary, · that the owner of landed property 

.should. be well known and well respected 

,by his tenants. By keepin_g an eye over 

'-them, he sees his est,ate is taken care of; 

· ·besides, the }ove of his tenantry .is the be~t 

' t,e~u·rity fo·r himself and his :property. But 

let me ask you, Mary, were you never in-

. 6tructed in the -duties man owes to man "!1 

Do you nof suppose,' that tJ10se poor peo­

ple, -who labour hard for a maintenance, 

·and bring .up a fa?1.ily of ,children serv.ice­

able to _their country, are more useful mem­

bers of society than those who indolently 

pass through life\immerged in dissip~tio_n, 

by 
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' . 
by which they lose their health and im-

poverish their families? In my opinion, 

• t'he commo·n day-labourer, who earns h
1

is­

·bread before · he eats it, is by far the mos.t 

.re~pectable character. And shall we not, _ 

in the hour of distress, yvhen perhaps sic~­

ncss, ·bad seasons, or accident, may -prevent. 
I 

him from following his usu~l occupation; 

shall we not assist him with some portion 

of the superfluity· with wl1ich we ahpuml? 

It is bur duty. ,v e shoultl not deserve the 

_ talent committed to 01.1r c;;,.re, were we to 

withhold it in the hour of necessity. Be­

s ides, Mary, we are really the dep_e_ndant 

creatures.; yvithou( the assistance of the 

labourer, where should we he? we can 

neither p low nor harrow·, sow nor reap, 

tlirasb nor grind. ,vhat ~oulct then b~ 

-come of us? without the a-s,.,ist--ance of the 

peasant, our money wouhl be of no value, 

aud our land produce oaly thorns and 

:e 3 thistles, 
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thistle1,. Thus then, in effect, W€ are the 

obliged • . It is ti"ue, -we pay them for' their I 

labour; so we ought: for, without it, 

wretched indeed would be our situation. 

It is from tlie hands of the humble all our 
' 

necessities, · c0mforts; and luxuries _are sup-

plied; and we shew littre gratitude to them~ 

and less to· the Almighty; when we permit -

~he most serviceable of ftis creatures to be 

unrelieved in the hour of calamity.'' "Ah!­

dear aunt,,., sa,.id J ~ne, " I_ wish we had b~en 

(aught to think as you do." " .My dear 

chil~,'' replied her affectionate relative, 

, '' that wish gives me hope, that the little 

.... ~1-rors I _see in your qisposition will be soon 

q.mended. 72 

Mary, who felt her pride hurt ~t what 

she termed being so repeate,<lly l~ctured, 

walked home in sullen silence; while Jane, 

on whom the counsels of their aunt began 

to inaJ<e some im_pressio11, walked by h~r 
· sictei 

V 
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side, asking a thousand questions on differ-

e_nt subjects. ... 

The breakfast next morning waited a 

ccmsiderable time before Miss Hornsbys 

were ready to attend it; and when they 

made their appearan;ce, they were d1;essed 

in so slovenly a manner, that t_heir aunt 

took notice of it, and enquired at wh?t 

hour they rose. A deep blush overspread 

their cheeks at this question: they felt 

ashamed of having already disobeyed th--5! 

CO!nmands of their aunt, ancl hesitated in 

replying. 

"Judging, · by your appearance, ]ad i.e.,, " 

said Mrs. Ormond, with a severity in he r 

look and lllG-nner that incre<lsed their con­

fusion, "you have not been risen a suffi .. 

cicnt time to permit you to_ make yourselves 

~vcn cotnmonly neat ,'' '' vVe were not · 

called, Nfadam," Sp.id ·M ary, in a hesitating 

"Voice. "Not called? ·why I ordered M ar-

htl, 



tha, after sh~ had been i1J. my "roon:1, to 

~ome to your's. ·1 must tell her of her 

' negligcmce; she is »ot used either to dis­

obey comrnands., or be forgetful of them.'$ 

She th~n rung the bell, and drdere<l ~artha 

-to attend. '·' How come yo:µ, Martha,,. 

said Mrs. Ormond, jn "1 mild ai;.ul gentle 

tVo.ice, ' ·' not to call '1).1y ni-eces wben I told 

you." "I d-jd, Madam," returned the g,irl., 

in evident surprise; ' ·' f w~nt 1;1p to the 

_pedsid.e of the ladies, and v.1akened them 

thoroughly: M~ss Hornsby roust recollec:I: 

j!,_ because she spol}e to ine-.'' " ·Ther; ·is 

some mis_ca.;ke, ,., -s~d 1\/Irs. Ormond, as she 

cast her eyes -upon the cmmtencJ,nce of her 

n.[eces, whose cheeks wei•e dye.cl with _ 

blushes. '' Yo.u 111.ay retire, ~rtha, I 

nm satisfied.'' , . 

The to11-.e in which Mrs. Ormond pro-. 

, uounced these iast words, implie<l that she 

was convin~e<l her nieces had uttered a 

4 fals.eh ood 
.. 

' -

s 

ill 
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:fa}sehoo<l to cover -a fault; and no sooner 
' -

was the servant withdrawn, 'than she taxed - -
•them with it. · " Y_ou ha_vc done wrong, 
·very wrong, children," said she, in the 
same -tone in which she usually addressed 
;them. "You have not only broken one 
of the most sa,cred commands of the Al­
·1nighty, but you have exposed -you:-selves 
to a servant. You have drawn upon you 
,her contempt; and had nearly subjected 
her to an unmerited reproof. You are of 
a n age now to consider the value of truth. · 
You need not be told, surely, that a fault 

__is trebled by a lie; or that one draws 011 

many others, For shame! for shame! I 
thought, and said, you ha<l been badly in­
structed in the material parts pf e<lucc!tion. 
Such, howevei·, as are necessary to fix 
Jhe characters and g-ive dignity to the 
mind. ButJ <lid not suppose that' the dan­
ger, folly, ancl extreme -wickedness of ut-

tering 

I 
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tering _falsl:ioods, hacl not been pointed out 

to you. Suppose I were of a hasty an4 

pas~ionate temper, impatient under contra­

diction, and apt to ta.kc offeric.e upon trivial 

causes, I might have given Martha her 

dismission. She Jias no father or mother; 

no relative, that I know, upo,..n earth, nor 

friend to whom she could go. As I took 

lier -~!} orphan into my house, where her 

conduct has insured her respect, brought 

her up to the present hour, and have hither­

to found in her the most grateful anJ at­

tentive of human beings; suppose, under 

the influence of fancied offence, I had dis­

charged her, whither would she have gone, 

or what would have become of her? The 

(:hance of her immediately procuring an-

9ther place is precarious. She would have 

be.en living on the little savings of her past 

life; and when they had been~exhausted, 

what might not have been the conse-
quences? 

I I 

• I 
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quences? Believe me, children, ·as you 

a re advanced. in years, the idea of having 

driven out a young woman shelterJess into . , 

the world, would _pave been a load on your 

hearts not easily shaken ·of:F. Learn, theli, 

the value of truth ; a lie uttered even 'in 

jest, may do,_ and often does, much mis­

chief. It is-a vice against which I would 

have you carefully guard, and by no fneans 

be prevailed on to utter." 

Shame and remorse were visible in the 

countenances of 11iss Hornsoys; the admo­

nition of their aunt seemed to make some-­

impression on them; for several days their 

conduct was such as could not but give 

pleasure to Mrs. Ormond, who founded · 

upon it hopes, that the task she had under-­

taken would not be attended with the diffi. 

culty she feared. Their reading, drawing, 

and music, were each undertaken and exe-
~ 

cuted with -~oocl \\·ill; and they frankl v 

owned . , 

' I 
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/ ~ \ 

owned, that the'time thus employed, passed'- - ~ 

. a~ay quicke'r than thef wished. They at-

. tended their aunt in her evening walks to, 

the cottage ; and i( they did not express 

any pleasure from ~hese· visits, ~hey at least' 

.forbore to manifrst I any dissatisfaction or 

i1ripatience. Thus smootnly and pleasantly, 

both to themselves and . entertainer, passed, 

a- .wee;k; but Sui1day being arrived, and, 

tHeir brdinary pursuits being ~f course im­

pede.d, it 'becarne a day of restlessness and. 

ill ternpe'r. Even the time passed in chu·rcJi 

, was evidently against their inclination; and 

the uneasiness and inattention they betray­

ed during divine service, shewed wrth what 

little importance they had been- taught to: 

regard } he performance of their sa._cred du­

ties. Mrs. Ormond remonstrated with 

them on this ne-glect, and -pointed out the 

extreme impropriety an<l misconduct of 

which they. were guilty. _ In .•the evening 

. . .,-- 0~ 
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of this day it had ever been Mrs-. Ormond~s 

custom to call her servants together; and 

as they were at some distance from the 

parish-church, to read over the service, and 

conclude with a sermon ancf hymns. Mar­

tha, who had, as has 'been~ said, ·been 

_..brought up under the eye of her _mistress, 

usually performed this service; but being 

indisposed with a pain in her mouth and 

teeth, Mrs. Ormond r~quested her niece 

to undertake the office. She did, but with 

so ill a grace, and· read in so careless and 

unconc-erned a manner, that her aunt took 

the book from her hand, and herself per­

formed the service. Miss Hornsby, ri 9,-t 

devoid of sensibility, . felt the rebuke ,,- thus 

publickly given; nor ljfted up her eyes 

again during the service. After the ser­

Yants ha<l retired, fyfrs. Ormond- rose to 

re t ire to her chamber, where, for an hour 
. -

before supper, she usually passed her time 

E Oil 
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on this day. " I will spare your fee!ings·1 

3\1ary," ~aid she, as _she· passed her; " I 

will not wound them more than I perceive_ 

them already hurt. You will do well to 

be more obs_ervant in future; rior thus sub­

ject y,.qurself to public reproof." '' What 
• ~ J ' 

• a parade,'' cried M,ary, as soon as her 

aunt had quitted the room; '' I am sick 0£ 

the _fuss there is constantly n:iade about 

duties. Such_ a Sunday as we have passed_, 

for 1-µy part, I shall dread its anival, if we 

are thus to be preaching and praying all 

day. , I wish we ' were again in' Harley­

street; I am sick to death of Ash-park." 

• ...f' But my aunt is very kind to us, lVIary," 

sa.'i<l Jane; "and though it is tiresome to 

· be so long shut up, 1 

yet certainly we ought 

not to comp1ai1~ of that, si.nce she studies 

to make us h~ppy · n other respects. For 

my part, I think the life we lead h.ere very 

pleas-ant;, and I '1>·wn, I feel sorry when I 

· have 
/ • j 

ti 
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have offended her by pettishness or frowar.d-
r 

ness. I <le;> really believe, Mary, she loves 
' ' 

Ms, and that a11 she says and does is 
I 
for our 

good." " Fiddle, faddle,'' returned Mary, 

with increased ill-humour, '' you will soon 

be as barl as Mrs. Ormond, and fit only to 

)mm-drum with her in this dull ' place. I 

wish papa would send for us home; · I a1n 

confident, · if he does not, 1 shall die of the 

vapours." 

Thus passed this evening. The hour of' 
I 

retirement arriving, freed Mary from t_he 

restraint which she felt in the presence of 

• ✓ her aunt, discontented and vexed she re­

tired to bed. 

On the following morn Mrs. Onnond 

s emed to forget the occurrences of the 

day before, and treated her nieces with 
I ' 

the same tenderness and affection as usual. 

l\tlary, who expecte~ another rebuke for 

the conduct of the past day, sat in fearful 

:E 2 expectation 



expectation of it's being given. , She ap.. -! 

plied herself to her different occupations 

with. redoubled.: diligence, . and astonished. 

her ~unt by the pro;npt and ready manner 

with which ,she performed them.; striving, 

l;>y her diligence_, to obliterate from the 

1nind of Mrs. Ormond · the faults' of the. 
-', 

I ~ 

pre.ceding day. ,. · 
The afternoon of M'onday being remark­

ably fine,- their aunt proposed a ride to a 

villag~ c;bou-t five miles distant, which was 

1 situated c1,t the sea-side. The ride was 
- • I .,• 

-pleasantly aiversified bv the alternate pros• 
.. • ~ J 

1::ect which land and water, hill o,nd val-

ley, afforded. At the entrance of the vil­

hg~ Mrs. Ormond .alighted, and ordered 

the carriage . to return, saying, . " that as 

. the evening promised to be fine, they would 

walk home across the fields. The vjl_lage 

· they' entered was but an obscure one, in- · 

habited chi.efly by· .poor fishermen, whose 
subsistence 

.) 
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I 

s,,ubs-istence was drawn ·from the ocean. 

t-

Mrs. Ormoi1d, who was the ·unwearied 

benefactress of _the deserving_, was soon 

s,urrounded by its simple inhabitants, whose 

a'rt1ess expressions of respe~t' w.ere received 

with kind_ness by her to ~horn it was ad-r 

dressed. The ample view af the ocean 

which this little villag~ afforde.d, was 1-iew 

to Jane and Mary, who had never yet ap- , 

proached it so near. Their aunt indulged 

them in a walk on the beach , while she 

visited a r~sident of a cottage, who w.i& 

~onfine<l ~o it by illness. The bold ex-

. panse of waters which rolled at their feet, 

. and which bore on {ts surface the lofty 

vessel, whose sails spreading to the breeze, 

carried it m__ajestically along, was food for 

surprise to those who had never yet seen 

«tny larger than such as ply on the Thames. 

~ The smallir vessels, which were now just 

sailing to supply the families •of their own-

E 3 ers 
-
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ers with the means of subsiste~ce, afforded 

' 
a striking c_ontrast, and gay~ 1ife to a pic-

ture already p,eauti~ul. The sun ~ow hid­

jng his hroad beams beneath the waters, 

threw a rich and crimson hue over the 

lanµscape, which could not fail to engage, 

tl1e eye and elevate the heart of every hu­

man being\vho had. learned to rdlect upon 

the .wonders perforn:ecl by the arm of Om­

niootence. . . 
'' I, shoulcl like to sketch this view, 

Ja-ne," said her siste_r. · '.' That point of 

'land ·which juts out, and on which the 

light-house 'is placed, would be a heautifnl · 
I 

object; while the smoothness of the sea, 

the gentle breeze which but just fills the 

sails of the larger vessel, and skims the 

smaller. so lightly forward, wou ld bring it 

home_ to imagination, ancl give life to the 

prospect." " Let us go 911 the sands then," 

pid J ane9 
" perhaps some piece of rock 

I may 

} 
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may afford you a sitting, and you may 

the11 prosecute your design with comfort." 

They immediately descepd~d the beach, 

and having found a , proper place, Mary 

,took out her pencil and began h·er task. 
• I 

The design was nec!rly completed, when _ 

Jane, who had been anxiously watching 

the progress of her. sister's pencil, said, 

" and there, . Mary, is a .figure to .add to 

your picture." Mary looked up, and saw 

a tall thin figure .of a man, habited in 

black, with a book in his hand, approach­

ing them. Seeing th~m engaged, he wait­

ed-at some distance. Mary continued her 

sketch; and catching the attitude in whi.ch 

the stranger stood, who, leaning against a 

piece of rock, apparently deeply engaged 

by his book, she had an opportunity of 

finishing her piece to advantage. She then 

committed it to her · pocket~book, and 

taking her sister under the arm, was re--
turning 

' 



, 
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turning: to-the_ village. ';fh~ stranger bowed . 

as they passed; and they had, scarceJy pro- , 

ceed.ed half a d~zen y?-rds, when t11ei1 aunt 

jqined t~e~. - . The str~nger follo_wed. 

,· The little enqu~ries Mrs. Ormond had to · 

111a'ke at th~ village were soon over, and · 

thi purposes of her benevolent visit we1:e 

s.nswered; when' observing to her niece~ 1 

that it grew late, apd that the sun was . 

,declining very' fast, she hastened them · on­

wards,_ walking a quick pace. They soon 

los~ siglit of the ·village, .and were crossing 

the second field, when the stranger, who 

l1ad still kept them in \Slght, and in a half­

toned, half-faltering voice, told them to 

stop. Unaccustomed to fear, in a place 

like that" where they then were, Mrs. Or­

i'.nor:d- thought she .:might have dropped 

s_omething . . did n,ot ,J-1.esitate to <lo as he. 

told hei;. He .then dei11anded their watches 

and pur.ses-, b~1t in a tcme of voice whith 
told 

t.., 
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told them they had little to fea,r. They 

hesitat~ed, till the question was repeated in 

a lou9er tone. Tremblirigly they .~ere 

offered; as tremhlingly taken. The rob- / 

her stopped for a minute, looked· at the 

watches, " take them back," said he, fa . 
the deep tone oi sorrowing a11-guish, " them 

I want not; your purses may save a wife 

and live infants from perishing:" By this 

account Mrs. Ormond judged he was a 

foreigner. Her heart ever alive to senti­

m_ents of humanity, felt interested for him. 

A moment's reflection convinced her he' 

was no common robber. The manner in 

which. he accosted them, the trepidation 

and fear he betra ye<l; above all, tl}½. sal­

low, meagre look, the sunken eye, and 

heavy dejection; which, notwithstanding 

his assumed fierceness, was evident in his 

look. Struck to her heart, and recover­

ing herself a little from the surprise ar, 
of 

tempor 

".. 



I 
I ' , 

/, 

M.{\RY ANDi JANE HORN S BY . 

' I .. • • 

tiempoqHy alarm she had suffered, ). she 

addressed him in words of soothing com-. 

pas~ion ;, llut, no sooner did she begin to 

spe:.ik., than be darted ljke a frighted bird 

'· ~nyay f:rom - her, and was out of sight in 

an instant. -' , 
Jane ~nd Ma1:y, who, had been terrified 

-aflnosr to fµ.inting during· the whole pro­

ceeding, were revived at his-departure, and 

express¥ their joy at , it. Mrs. Ormond 

'Yas lo,st in amazement at the •Strang~;-
. . 

ness of his conduct; she, however, was 

more internally cdnvinced, that s01nething 

more than common had, driven him to the . . 
commission of the crime, resolved, if pos-

• t 

1 sible, t9 ,trace him out, and enquire into 

his circumstances. She desired her nieces 
' ' 

not to mention a word of the robbery, , nor 

'to give' the least hin't of having been terri­

.- 'fi.ed by it. _, Wondering, without daring 

u o ask1 (for terror had sq far gainecl pos;es-

,_, 

I • 
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sion of them, that they were fear£ul even 

of speaking to each other, lest they should 

be ove_rheard, and again attacked) they ac-' 

quiesced in silence to' their aunt's ~esire .. 

Arrived at home, they longed to ·give ut- , 

terance to their feelings, and talk 9vcr the 

affair, but a fresh and posi t~ve command 

from thei r aunt repell ed their inclinatiqn. .. 

After this adventure, Iv!rs . Ormond was 

fearfu l of walkin g far from home unat­

tended by a servant. Except a few bicker­

ings with each other, Miss Hornsbys had . . 
conducted themselves in a manner to en-

titl e them to warm commendation fron1-

their affectionate relative,, who expressed 

her sati&faction by maki:'lg them a very ' 

11andsome present. Miss Hornsby's was 

a pair of globes, elegantly mounted. Her 

~i ter's 1 a small and elegant work-table. 

Tfi.cse presents, co~Hy in themselves~ and 

useful as well as ornanicntal, was the ni eaps 

• f 
of 

.. 
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of producing much animosity between the 
siste1;, parric~larly Jane·; who, as has been 

~ said, l;ad· ·a ·species of envy ~1 he1; disposi~ 

~ I - tion, very difficult to correct or eradicate. 

Mary, whose understanding and abilities 

·' were much supeTior to her sister's, took 

much pleasure in profiting by lier kind 

aunt's present. " Always fond of geogra­

iohy, she now applie_d to it with redouble? 

diligence. . Her prog-ress not on! y gratified; 

but deli_ghted her aunt, who was n1ore and 
, - . . 

meire con.vmced that the ·seeds of know-
. . 

ledge, which. had been but superfici3.lly 

~ planted, might, by a_trention, produce much 

real fruit. Jane, who envied her sis~er the 

praise. lavished on· her; wished that she 
1' 

had ,had the present of the globes, an_d per 

sister the t~bfe. The applause whioh her 

sister receivG!cf caused her frequ~ntl y to wish 

. th~t she ooul<l excel ; this w ish strengthen- ,. 

,ed eyery day, and at length she applied 

,·., herself 
. 1 

• I 

.... 
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h erself so attentively to it, that her aunt 

~eeing how really anxious she was to con­

tinue !!"ie study, took upo~1 her~elf t~1e task 

of instructing her, . and promise<l her as a 

r._ewa_rdt a pair of globe~ of equal s~ze and 

beauty with her sister's. Her diligence 

soon obt.ained this reward; anq Mrs. Or­

mond saw, with equal pride and plea~ure, 

that her nieces began to take delight in· 

~seful study. By way of diversifying ·th~ir 

amusements, she gave them the works 

of Racine and Corneille to translafe ; from 

them · she proceeded to Italian; and hap­

pening to have some knowledge of a master 

of that language, w ho was competent to 

the task of instructing, she engaged. him 

at her own expence to attend her n ieces.· 

The summer thus glided sweetly and ra­

~ionall y a.way. 

IVI rs .. O rmond had introduced her nieces 

t o a se t of people s~e called her 'p.ensioners i; 
F t}1ei r 

... 
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rq.cir habitations · were built at the south., 
I 

ward extremity of the park, sheltered from 

sig~1t by a thick wooi. These poor pt;ople., , 

wholly dependant on the bounty of Mrs. ' 

0 -rmond, ' were at once objects qf charity 

and p"ity. Not one, out of the number, for 

there were twelve, but had son~e b~diliy 

, calamity or deforniity,. Two were blind, 

t,hree were Janie in their hands ano feet; 

aJl were a_ffiicted so as to prevent their earn­

) iug a subsistence_ for themselves. " ·Ia.in 

going," said this excellent woman to her 

., nieces_, " to introduce you to some objects, 

whose a:fBic~ions, while they move your 

pity, wjll serve to convince you, that the 

Almighty does' not always· ~eserve his judg­

inents for a futurt: state; but sends them · 

upon earth, to convince man that.he is in 

Hi_s power, ai1d tl'lat iff a moment He can. 

destroy his fairest prospr,cts, blight his 

finest buds, and ma~k him as a creat!Jre of 

misery. 

,. 
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misery. Th.e little histories of the~e my 

unfortu~ate pensioners, w ill convinc~ you; 

that though born to high e~pectations, en­

nobled by birth, or enriche~ hy fortune, 

we are not aoove the visitations of Provi-

dence." 
They en.tered the cottages,. which con-

tained each two ' inhabitants ; they were all 

variously employed: the blind v ere knit­

ting; they who were lame with their han<ls 

were employed in reading; the·y who were 

lame with their feet we;e spinning on small 

table wheels, which required the hand to 

turn them ; tw'o, wnose calamity obstruct­

ed neither the use of their hands and feet, 

were occupied in houshold work. One 

-young woman, whose age did not appear. to 

exceed two an<l twenty, particular1 y attract­

ed our young peoples notice ; and they both, 

as by common consent, asked th eir aunt wh o 

~he was, and what was her ~ame. '' It is 

f 2 
Jam~ 
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Jane Masori-,'' replied Mts. Orm~n?·; '' sh~. 
is not by right ·entided to this shelter; but 
the circumstances which induced µer to 
ask it, are · such flS made me unwilling. to -

· -deny.'' "May-we ask wha.t they were, 
Madam," said Jane. " Certainly." 
· ". The ·father of this unfortunate young 
woman rented a sm·all farm, the pro.fits of .. 
which supported hims-elf, a wife, and five I • 

children, of whom Jane was ~ the eldest; 
when she had attained her twelfth year, 
her mother died ·of the small-pox, -

1

which 
she caught irr attending _a 11eighbour who 
was seized with the disorder, but who had 
always believei herself to have 'had it in . 
infancy, The contagion spread thro~gh 
the fam.ily of farmer Masun; none except 
Jane and the farmer having -had it. The 

~ whole care of nursing her m~ther and the 
-.four children devolved upon thjs ptior girl; 

• • . I for such 1s the dread the ., countr'y people 

b~ve ,, 

y 
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haye of thiis disease, that they will_ leave 

their habitation to av6id it, an<l shun th~ -· 

nejghbourhood in which it shews itself, as 

if it wei:e infected by the plague. 

" Jane, with assiduous duty, attended 

her mother and brothers ; h er li t tl e heart 

was nearly ..broken when she fcr.ond there 

·was no possibility of-her parent's recovery, 

yet still she restrained herself before h er ; 

constantly gave such accou n~s of th e rest 

of the fam il y as ;hould he most satisfactory 

to her parent. Her tim e, fill~ up hetweell 

the sic-k-cbambers of the invalid$, was •fu]ly 

occupied; yet, though she was frequently 

fatig ued to death, hardly ab!~ to su pport 

herself, n ot a complaint or murmur escapeq_ 

her. I~ spite of all Jane 's tenderness·a11d . 

care she had the misfortune to lose her mo­

ther; whose sufferings, upon the- turn of 

this fatal disorder, were more than he r con-

stitution could struggle with. She died, 

' F 3 however, 

J 
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/ 

~owevcr, ·sufficiently sensible to enfor~e 

, with her last bre·ath the necessity of a strict . . 
performance of_ her moral and religious du-- · 

ties 9n the foind ~f her weeping child, an,d 

.leaving her children to her care, resigned 

· up her soul to her maker. 

" Thus you see, at the age of twelve 

_years, when mapy, ~las! too many, think 

oi1l y of their dolls and childish fo1lies, this 

poor child was called to the execution of ' 
' ' 

the serious-duties of life. Her father was 
I 

' too poor-to p.ermit him· to engag~n assist-, 

ant in his domestic concerns. Thus Jane. 

, had the family, the house, the eoncerns of 

her little cfairy, to manage her.self. But 

J arie had been brought up in habits of in­

cl11stry-; she 11ad never known the tedium 

<l,nrl languor ~rising from idleness indulged. 

Thus h er · 't' pirits and health were good; 

J;1aturally active, sh'e considered how many 

'\V~re th~ .duties she had to · perforin; an_d 
' she 

\ . 

,' ' 
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'she strove to perform them with cre­

dit. Her sister and brothers "vere always 

dean, and her little r,ottage a1 ways neat 

and decent; and no dairy ,in the· country 

would bear inspection better than 'Jane"sr 

, Thus time passed sweetly on for thre~ 

years. This good- girl ·was the soother of 

her father's cares, the mother of his chil- ,. 

dren, the child that caused his heart to , 
I 

throb with pleasure. But poor Jane had 

another trial to undergo: her father was 

affiicted with the - rheumat ism, and it in• 
• 

creased upon him so rapidly, that he lost 

the use .of his hands and knees~ This was 

a dreadful blow upon the poor farmer, h~ 

could not look after his men; all was going 

to wreck. Jane again exerted herself: with 

a few instructions from her father, she soon 

bec.:amc competent to the task he under-­

took; she was at home, i11 the field , every 
e 

' 

where. Things went on well, for Jane 
was 

- , 
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'·was unremitting in her attention ; and as 

the farmer' was now incap~ble of any e}e'­

ertion, t~e whole car·e gf . the farm de. 

volved upon her. She bought and sold, 

superintended ·the 1).'len, . minded the house; 

every 1 thing was d,ori.e by J1er, and und~.f 

I 

her insp.ecti-on. What ;viil not industry . · 

.,effect, and perseverarfce accomplish? J a11e · 

- Wc!-S frequently laughed at, .-called the petti .. 

coated far~1er, and the female farmer ; but 

· Jane heeded it not. •". I arn but do-ing my 
·duty ," ;he would say; " and I am not to 

'set as-ide the perforu'iance of it because J 
·arl) laugh,ed' at.'' 

' . 
" Jane had also a sweetheart, a young 

and deserving man, whose father rented ~ 

large .farm; but who, n·evertheless, saw 

q.nd appreci~ted Jane's virtues. He was con.­

tent that she should ~ecorne his daughter• 

in-law: But Jane, who felt tl:at the ex-

·i£tenc~ of five people depe~1ded on herself, . 

would 

. , 



,would n0t become the wife even of the 
r 

man she love-d, while there was a probabi-
lity of their suffering by it. Hei· 'lover 
felt the nobleness of her conduct, and ap­
plauded her for it. He offered to stand in 
4er place, ~o be to them a son ah9 a father;· 
but his -mistress would riot consent . " Her 
t_wo eldest b'rothers," · she said, " ~ould 
soon be able to take the farm ; t~1e tl-rird ' 
wished to learn the business of a smith; ­
and little Dolly, her sister, was · yet too · 
y_oung to fix to any kind of servitude. A 
f.ew years, Edward,'' she said, "if you 

have patience to wait so long, may make 
a great alteration." Edward was obliged 
to be convinced by her reasons. He waited 
a few years. The two elde~t boys ·had 
t~ken the management of the_ farm, the ' 
third was bound to the trade he chose to 
follow, an<l Dolly was just going to live in. 
a neighbourfng gentlemants family, as 

assistant 

I 

r 



\ 

58 . MARY AND JANE HORNS:AY. 

assistant to the house-keeper. The olcl far .. : · 

mef' was still alive, enjoying himself in 

spite of external pain, in the duteous attcn- ' 

tion and affection of his children. 

"Chris~mas-,day approached: on the New 

Year's-d~y Jane and her faithful Edward 

- were to be united. The whole family were 

assembled, talking over the happiness in 

prospect. A chearful evening had passed. 

Ed.ward, with his own family, had left 

, farmer Mason's at a late hour, and were 

returned to their own house ; where they 

had ·not arrived more than two hours, ere 

they were disturbed by the. alarm of fire at 

farmer Mason's. In an instant Edward 

was on' the spot,' whe1'.e the conflagration 

; was indeed dreadful. House, barns, all 

were on fire. His first anxiety was to save 

• , his Jane, whom, at the peril of his life, he 

snatched £rom the flames.'' " Oh, save my 

fatper ! dear Edwarcl7 save my fatµer ! " was 
her 
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her first cry. " And the children, alas ! I 

had not time to wake them." "Edward 

rushed forward to obey her. Dreadful 

obedience !-he had scarcely reached the 

burning roof ere it gave way, and himself, 

the · farmer, and his four childrei;i, were 

buried in the ruins. -The screams of the 

h:llf-frantu: Jane·, who had witnessed th~ 

transaction, now drew the attention of the. 

multitude. All were readv to render her ' 

service, either personal or through another. 

The still b1azing rn'ins were dug, but, alas! 

in vain ; the. sufferers had passed from th~ 

confines of mortality ; an<l Jane endured a 

suspension of m~sery only by . the loss of 

reason, v. hich fled at this unexpected and 

clreadfor stroke. For six months she was 

closely confined, and suhjectcd to the ,most 

severe treatment. Her memory th_en re­

::urneJ, but, alas! to what purpose; all 

her affections were buried in the ruins qf 

her little cott~ge: she ,~,as an isolated un-
friended 

,. .. 
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friended being. •The family of her love1 
would, indeed, still have noticed her, but 

~ her i1eart was vacant; the one, whose un­
remi; ting. att!lch1_nenC had sweetened her 
thorny way, had ~ied in her service; s11e 
.could not, · therefore, see his fami1v. She • 

J 

t1..Imed every look of their's into a reproach, 
and their words as daggers. 

I 

' ' At tliis time Mr. Ormond' built these 
co'ttages; it was our intention tp apply them 
only to the use of such whose external mis­
fortunes would p;ev~nt 

I 
them getting ,their 

bread elsewhere; hut, when we heard tp.e 
~tory of Jane Mason, $aw this once bloom­
ing, but no_w _ blighted flowe1_·, we couJ.d 
not deny the shelter she solicited~ our hearts 
were ·gratifie<l b;y having it in our power to , 
foster real worth. The cottage she resides 
in is the best of the six. Every little alle­
viation we could bestow was chearfully ~ 
given She is grateful and contented; with-

0ut 
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out being happy. The barbed arrow, alas! 

has probed her · poor heart too severely. 

Her reason- is yet suspended but by. a 

thread, at times. It is even now shaken; 

and she has had more than one or two fits­

of <lelirim11 since she has been a resident 

of the cottage. · ·I would, in4eecl, have .... 

placed her in a , different situation, but her 

mind seemed bent upon that she now has; 

and I yielded. I feel a more than common 

interest in the fate of this poor girl, whose· 

rleserts are much above all that can be don~ , - - . 

for her. In her rambling fits she generally 

comes to the park, asks for me, and-if I am : 

not very particularly engaged, is admitted. 

A 11 her talk is then of her father,' of her 

Edwar<l, and little Dolly. I hear her with 

patience, and strive to soothe her. I fear 

§he is inclining to a r lapse ; for, from the 

·ilence she._9bs~rves, an<l the attitudes she 

' ... 
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takes,, I judge her reason is becoming un.:. 
settled." 

/ 

Mary and Ja-ne, _whb. had wept plenti.:. 

fully during this recital, now besought their 

aunt t6 ·persut1de Jane Mason to come to 

the· park. 
1 

" We w.i-11 , dear Madam,'' said 

· -Mary, '' ,uni.te ou,r ~rideavours with your's; 

to soothe this unforttmate and hapless s-of-
• 

ferer. Perhaps she may in time become 
sensible of our attention, and be consoled 

by them.~' '' This wish does honor to 

your l\earts, my, children," replied .their 

aunt. ." I fear she would not willing 
move; a11d I cot.:ilcl neither fore~, or com.: 

, pel her by argu1~ent, to act agains~ her in­

clination. You may, however, try your 

,influence, b!-Jt do -hot be _rudely pressing; 

deal wirh tenderness h~ h~r feelings, nor 
-do .not make your request t1l1 you have be, 

' Ol'l1€ · more acquainte<l. If she at length 
· yield~ 

'\ 



, 
L 

MARY AND :JAN:! HORNSBY. 63 

yields to your request, the heel-chamber 

and little clressing-room adjoining your ow_n 

shall be appropriates} to her use. She is 

fond of singing, Mary; ancl, before she 

wa? visited by this heavy calamity, tJsed to 

sing the most pathetic and charming little 

1 ballads I ever heard; nay, frequen~ly since, , , 

in her fits of deliri~m, she will sing wild 

snatches of various tunes, and that with a 

voice so sweet, so melodious, as was suf­

ficient to dra~w tears from any eyes. Poor· 

hapless girl! her merit and her sufferings 

alike endear her to every heart.'' 

From this oar Jane and Mary were con­

stant visitors at the cottages. Jenny Mason, 

accustomed to them, began to take' pleasure · 

in their company, and to be consoled by it. 

Several weeks passed in an intercourse of 

kindness. The anniversary of the day 'on. 

which all the hopes of.poor Jane had been , 

b\.lried in the flames arrived; as it approach .. 

G 2 ed1 , 
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ed, the poor unfortunate girl dwelt on it. 
Not a day but wa~ ushere<l •in ·with tears, 
nor dosed wit!10ut them. At _length her 
mind again became un~ettled, and the deli-

' rium rose too higl:i to b~ go-Verned without 
assista,nce from those . who yvere accustom~d 

~ to rule over unfortunate maniacs. For more 

th'an ; ~11onth this affii~tecl girl laid utterly 
ins<r:ns ible, either to severity or kindness. -

; lVIary and Jane Horns Jy, who, from pity-
ing, had learned to love this innocent ' vic­
t,iq1 of calamity, devoted . all their leisure 
to ,her. She soon ,became sensible of, their 
attentio.ns. · J:er weakened reason gave 
sympton1 of return, and her limbs were , 

c;:onsequently set at li~erty from the band:, 
,¥b_ich hacl held them. N o doubt appear-

'fog of her returning conval'esce.nce, the at­
tentions of her nurse relaxed, and she was 
sometimes left to her own.reflec ti_ons for vio " 
Qr three 'hours. From fits of raving, h er 

min<l 

\ 

,, 
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mi~1<l had surik to glooomy dtspondence.;' 

and she was cor~tent to sit hours, nay, days 

without uttering a word. Her constitution, 

unable _to resist the frequent shocks it had 

sustainec_l, gradually sunk beneath them. 

Her last attack had left her so weakened, 

that it was with difficulty she could move_; 

every day produced fr_esh symptoms of de­

cay, and rhe physician pronounced her in a 

rapid consumption. ,1/ithin . a fortnight 

after lier la~t return to ·reason, she was b-lilt the 

shadow of her form~r self: her pale ema­

ciate<l countenance, now flushed by the pass­

ing hectic, now chilled by t~ehand of death, 

gave certain indications of her approaching 

end. H er senses resumed their functions ; 

· and as her bodily strength decayed, her 

ment:il strength increased . M rs. Ormond 

;nd her nieces, more than ever interested 

for her, seldut left the cottages. The poor 

patient su ffe rer felt and·welcomed the ap-

G 3 proach 
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proa,ch of the_ grim' tyrant : he had been a. 
visitor long desired; and she felt i11 him a 

sure respite from the cares o,f mortality. 

Torn from · evey e~rthly attachment, her 

. squl becarne... wearied fro.m it. Her hopes 

-were placyd in ?- brighter region ; and she ' 
I . 

. anxiously anticipated th·e hour whic;h should 

J0111 her to her Father and her Ed\Vard. 

lhe d~y pre-ceding her· death, she talked. 

, . wirh Mrs. Ormond ·on he? future prospects, 

' begged them to pray' that _her tr<!,nsition 

from this wo1~ld to the next, might be per­

- _-.... formed *ithout pc1,in or 11;uch internal suf-

- ferin~; a~sure<l the~· she felt a ,conscious-

ness of happiness that inspired hop~, and 

i»ade her ardently wish . f9r her release. 
I , 

She blessed her ~incl protectres~ fc;)f her 

goodne_ss _; prayeq that it might be rewarded 
1 · both in this world a\1<l the ne:x;t. Sh~ warn­

c;d Iv1i§s H orpsbys not to set th~ir ,affections 

upon things· of this world, , b~t to make 

th~msel vc;&· 

II 

t· 
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themse1ve~ acquainted with their heavenly 

/ Fath~r. After much of this discourse, . 
- l ' -

her mind ~ecame unsettled, and· formed in 
itself a thousand illusive ideas. 

Neither Mrs. Ormond, or her meces, . 
8uittecl her through the night. Towards 

~orning l1er respiration became short and 

thick ; she articulated only short and broken 

sentences; fancied herself at one time talk­

ing to her father, then to her lover; at 

length she fell into a gentle doze, from 
:vh ich she waked much refreshed. She ' 

beckoned Mrs. Ormond, Mary, and Jane, ~ 
to her bedside; her voice was too feeble for ' 

utrerance, and her breath still_gi·ew short~r. 

-She made them sensible, however, <hat she 

<lied happy; that she had seen her father 

and her lover, who had invited her to the 

regions of bliss. Then stopping for breath, 

her eyes became instant~y animated; a s_ome­

t!iin~ c;elestic;l steined ~o beam in them. 
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With an extraordinary effort of strerigth 

~l.J.e raisc<l 'herself up in bed, and extending 

her arms, said, wit-h an articulate-voice and 

anin1ated gesture, "brjght spirit, I ~ome ! " 

Then fell back on her pillow, and without 
I , 

a groan' expired. l\!Iiss Hornsbys, unac~ 

customed to scenes of 'this kind, were quite 
'-

ov er~ome by ,1t, and gave way to the emo,-

tiq_ns they felt, with a violenc~ that shock-

ed their kincl_r~lative; who,_ with the same 

feeling and gentleness that ever distin­

guished her, gave .the necessary orders rela­

tive to the body. She gently withd_rew her 

nieces from the chamber of death, and after -
I· 

suffering their, first emotions to 'have vent, 

reasoned with .them upo~1 the folly of thus 

, suffering t;heir feelings to subdue their rea­

son. " ¥ or this poor girl, my clear chil­

dren," said Mrs._ Ormond, in a voice of 

kindness, " we ought not to sorrow, to one 

whose. life has o'nl y been productive of 
, 

ri 
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. 
misery; in which she has seen her·fairest 
hop_es dashed to the ·ground, ~nd every 
open:ng prospcet obscured by the feH hand 
of calam~y. Death •is but · a repose from· 

~ni~ery ; a refuge to which she looked as a 
shelter from future ills; and having per:_ // 

formed her part well, filled her allotted 
station with pro1>riety,_and bet, duties with 
pleasure and alacrity, she has not~ing to 

dread. Religion sweetened the bitter 
draught of death; and-conscience, hope, 
and the ce1:tainty of future ·happin~ss, 

smoothed her pillow. Sh9rt has been her 

earth] y race, but her 'vjrtues are matured. 

F led from the dark confines of mortality, 

her bright spirit is journeying to an ever­
lasting ~mamion of peace and comfort. My ... 

' riads of angels are on- their way to meet_ 
her ; and her soul reaching now its · last -

I 

happy goal, shall be· rejoined by those she 

l'G>ved, never ·more to be separated." 
l\1rs. 

I. 
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l\;1rs. Ormond then w~lked home, at­

te~ded by her nieces. 

The funeral of Jane Mason was per- ' , 

formed with great decency, by the desire, 

and at the e_xpertce, of l'viiss Hornsbys : A 

·small neat grave-stone was placed over _her 

remains ; her name and age were inscribed 

~on it_; and unde'rneath was written, " In­

nocence and virtue cannot preserve us from 
- . . 

the shaf~s of calamity ; but there is hope 

beyond the grave, and on that hope does 

her soul ,repose." 

_To avoid confusion; I ha;~ finished the 

story of Jane Mason; but we must now 

retrace the conduct 'of Miss Hornsbys. 

During summer they had conformed to 

their aunt's regulation of their time; at 

· first froru necessity, then from custom, and ' 
. ' 

last from choice. Their conduct had cer-

tai11ly mended their tempers, especially 

Jane, who was undergoing visible improve ... 
men~. 

p 
se 
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ment. Mary could not yet subdue those 

frequent and irregular starts of passion to 

which she had accustomed _hetself to yield; 

a trifle· was sufficient- to disorder her, spirits 

and derange her temper. Mrs. Ofmoud, 

whose mild, gentle, and persuasive man­

ners, commanded the love and esteem of 

all who knew her, frequently rea~oned 

with her on her petulance; and _painted. 

the h orriole consequences of pa.ssion, in 
lartguage so forcible, so e~ergetit, that she 

\ . 
could not fail of being convinced by her 

arguments; yet she had not strength of 

mind sufficient to combat with herself, ot 

,• 

by her own exertions, to remedy the faults · 

in her temper. It was after som proof ot 

passion . that Mrs. Ormond again repre­

sented its baneful effects, a?d proposed a 
walk to a village about ha!~ a mile distant. 

'-' I will there, Mary,'~ said she, " con­

vince you, that I have arguecl only from 
truth.'' 

f , I 
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truth.'' Mary,. with a very_ ill grace, a_c, ... -
, companied·h_er ,aunt. Th,ey proceeded on 

, . ~n -~i,lence .un t,il th~y arri v e~l at ~the door of 
~a large hc:rndsoine house, · wi,th jeal,ousies at 

. , eyery ~in_d_ow; they. were irnn:i_ediatcl y ad-
mitted. . . ,1 . , . . ' ) 
- " I hay e called, . Nl1;. Carter," sai<l she, 

,,<t,_Jdrc:_ssing herself to./ the mas ter· of it, " to 

' enquire afte1' the unfortunate w oman J re­

c.? mmei1ded to you. a few weeks sine~. 
:Bow is she~,, ' ' Not better, :rv:Iadam ; her. 
paroxisms, if not so frequen t, are nwre 
v iol ent, and last · loHger." " Poor crea­
ture ! · m'1,y I not see he1: -? " , . " C ertai'nl y; 

I • . 

Madam ; J:?u t she is confined ." " \1/har, 

~haineq ! '' " Yes·, l\1ada,m, she is beyond 

· idea unru1 y and violent. Perhaps the sigh t 
5i you may h~1.ve s_ome effect upon h er." · 

Mr. Carte1:-k d up _two p5.i r of s:air$, to a 

su1atl ,i ll-fu rnished roon1, wh ere sat what 
""- ! (' I 

. p.ad -,on c~ been a fine tall _ WG man,. of a 
\ _ · Jrnuglny 

• . . . 7 9. ' ...... ,, _,.. 

sf 
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haughty and commanding aspect; her fierce 

black,eyes r
1

olled. wildly to every corner of 

the room, and now encountering the mird 

and benevolent ones of Mrs . Ormond, dart .. 

e? dncommon fu ry. She rose, however, 

w ith a native gra<;:e and 'elegance, th~t even 

the dominion of insanity could not alt~r •. 

'' It is you brought me hither,' ' said ,she., in 

a voice so piercingly penetrating, 'that ¥ ary 

shrunk from the sound of it, and retired be­

hind her,aunt. " It ·s you that have_ sub­

jected me to the treatment I every day re .. 

ceive from that 1'nonster and his assoe::iates. 

Be gone, least I imbrcw my hancls, a~ain _in 

blood. I will be revenged of the insult. 

Release me, unband me." And she s'trug~ 

gled violently. Feeling ,the chains that 

confined h er, and finding the struggle in­

effectual, she sat down : the haggard look 

of despair overspreading her cheeks. She 

<;ros~ed her hands on her bosom, her head 

, 
I 

H suhk 

l / 
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~ ,,. sunk upon her chest, and hyr eyes raised rn 

heaven, exhibited scarcely more than their 

whites; two or three 'deep and heart-heave«! . 

sighs es~apetl her. Fr'oh1 the -shrill piercing 

_ tones of anger. her voice became mild and 

pl~intive. · Two or. mo~ half-uttered set1t- · ' 

_ ances broke from her lips; they weire then 

for a short ti1ne closecl; but at length break-

~ng the tempofary silence, she exclaimed, • 

-'.' Murderous wretch .! Unnatural mother ! 

Lu'cy, dear Lucy. OK ! could sighs, groans, 
I 

or even my blood, recall -thee to life. What 

a c1eed ! " And she shuddered drea<lfull y. 

'' See ! see ! look I" And her eyes fright­

tull y,glared as she tried to rub something 

off: her garment. . " .:;r:here are the spots. 

See- how the blood bursts /from her nose 

- and~rnbtHh.' : : Oh, save her! save her!'' 

-.rvfoch. of-this- kind of incoherent ravin, 

escaped her. -Her-1fassions increased; ,vi th 

,kHriu:n, , till -at l~ngth sh e was obiiged to 

-r- be 

g.. 
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, he committed to the . ,~re of her _keepers; 

and Nlrs . Ormond , <!-_nd Mary descended in 

tears w the parlour, when, after a sh_ort 

conversation witl~ Mr. Carter, th~y return-

ec!'home. · 

1fa.ry, who ~d never before seen any 

one· under the influence of insa~1~ty, was . 

inexpressibly shocked; and after · walking 

· silently by· the side of her aunt for some 

time, sh~ at length ~sked her who it was 

they had been visiting. -" I, wi~ give you 

her history, Mary," said Mrs. Ormond, 

" I · trust you will profit by it. I should 

not, at your years, have le<l you to such 

a scene of m~sery as that you have jµs_t wit- _ 

n essed., had I not flattered myself you 
I 

woulcl derive benefit from it. I know not 

any sight that can wou!)d the feeling heart 

more than that of an object labouring un• 

dcr the misfortune of loss of intellect; to 

th ink , for a.. mon1ent,, on ¥_1bat they suffer, 

H 2 on 
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.. \ '· -
on what they undergo. Confined in a 
strait jacket, so pinioned, that their arms, 

1 

and sometimes their · feet, have· not power 

to move; scourged sometime5 with a ' whip, 
threatened at others, alway~ terrified into 

' -obedience; besides other discipline \.vhic'/1 
they are cempelled 'to :ndure. How de ... 

, gr.ading ! ' how heart br~aking.! and yet, 
Mary, what makes this caJamity? in my 
opinion, still more ·grievous, is, that it ge-

. . 
nerally shews itself upon· people of elevated 
mi~ds, enlarged understari<ling, -and acut~ 
sensibility. I believe there never was an 
instc!.nc:e where a fool, or an ideot, were 
visited by this mala,dy! Alas ! as in the, 

~~stance of ' this poor lady, it . too often 

$~rings from the effects of uncontrouled 
passion.--But to her story. 

"This lady, whom I shall call Maria, 
had th~ inisfortune to be horn in a climate 
where difference of _colour only authorizes 

,_ 

I 
I \ 

I 
I 
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man to triumph over and ~ppress his fel-

low crea~ure; where the infant c~n scarcely 

crawl, _J)cfore its littl~ hand is armed with 

a whip against" his misernble slave; where, 

l;rought up a tyra_nt from its birth,_ and 

taught ,to think the difference of colour a 

sufficient excuse for all the sufferings the 

little monster can inflict, his passions • , ... 

know no bounds, and his reason is un-
1 

taught to sub-due them. This 1i1nhaPRY 

woman, as I told you, is a native of one 

of our West-In<lia islands; unfo1~tunately 

for her she was ,the only child of her pa; · 

rents, from the h9ur of her .birth she knew 

no controul ; her will was a law ; and every -, 

slave in the house was to be subservient 

to it. If she fretted or cried, the whole 

house was in moti n to soothe and quiet 

h er. I~ short, she grew up a tyrant, with 

an understanding and abilities· infinitely 

cibove mediocrity. She was ignorant and 
, l-l i idle ; 
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idJ·e; sl)e mu,sc not . be compelle~ to study~ 

byc,,mse· she <lid not like it. It n;i-ight ~ur~ · 

Jl,er . eyes, destroy her_ shap,e, a_nd a .. [hoti'­

sand ot~e r absurd rc:;-asons were given as 

t~cuses for l1er 1-iot learning. She attained 

her ·rwelftl,1 year, yet without being able to 

:r:.ead a common cliapter in the bible. She 
' \, , . 

. k1JeW no .pleasure -but •that of teasing the 

, u nfortunate -beings that the ~and of op-

ptessi011 had made subserv_i ent to h e;.r; and 

· the greatest gratifi~ation " she felt, ·was 

.wa1;itonly to tyrannise over them, ,,,J-=:!euce 

,~he was . a11 ~bject. of hatre<l and detesta­

tion to the slaves around her; and no joy, 
' , 

perhaps, · was more sincerely felt than that 

which arose upo{1 h er <l~partu re · for Eng-

1and; to wh ich _place, after much deli­

beration, she was sent for educat ion. 

· " Ti1e corrcsp~n.dent of h er 'father:s, to .. 
. . 

whom she was intrnsted, soon di~covercq 

.b~r rei;! l temper~ anJ \v itl1 a prudence an<l ats­

t'91) tion, 
• I .. 

; 

,· 
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tention that did him ~onour, sought out a: 

~chool for her ~here but ·fevj ':Vere adm(t- ' 

ted, and thos·e few were immediately un<ler • r : 

the eye oL the governess, who w~s a wo-

man eminently qualified for the task she 

, undertook. It was under thjs roof I first , 

becarne acquai.nted w1th her, we · w ere 

~chool-fellows. At first her temper and ,.,. 

manners were so- to tally rep1:1lsi~~ to every 

kind of intimacy; · that she.. was llnivers~lly ' 

shunned; by degrees, however, l;e; natural 

asperity aml h auglitincss of de111eanour ~ere 

softened, an<l two or three little attentions 

I had in my power to shew her, boun<l her 

affectionately to m e, for her heart was na-
•. 

# .., 

turally ,,varm in the cause of friendship. 

'' My good governess, who, fro~n her 

first coming, had foreseen a great deal of , 

trouble with her, but who left no means 

untried to reform the errors of her temper, 

freq-uenlly complimented me upon thf 
change 
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change visible in her; saying, " that she 
· was · a '.new creature of- rny creation, and 
that I h'a'd moulded her mind into shar:Je . 
· " ' Co1rtpanions for four years, I I'earned to 

• r , . 

lov·e her, tl]ough. F could .not always esteem 
her; yet have I seen he·r do rnqny very ge­
JJeFous and · charitable actions. Indeed, 
except to negroes, she always manifested 

I 

a c.ompa,ssionate feeling; but no arguments 
that could be used ,,vas suffic,iei1tly strong 
to cqn'vince h~r ·, th~y had either principle, 
sense, or feeling, She returned to her_ pa­
rent~, I m-ust say, considerably improvesl in 
person, accomplishments, an<l undQrstancl- -
ing; yet ~till s~e liad many faults·; ancl my 
governess often declared she trembled for 
her, least, wh~n n~ 1ong_er subjected to the 
guidance of another, ancl finding herself 

{ 

entirely her own mistress, ,she shou}d again 
ie1apse into the same, errors s.he h~q taken 
~uch .p~ins to yraqicate. 

I 

re 

nu 
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" ,v e corresponded; her letters to me 

were replete with affection. A! length 

she informed me she hacl become an or~ 

phan and an he_iress, but that she had every 

inducement to alter her ~ituation in life, 
and but for an attachment which she, con­

fessed she felt, would have returned to 

Englan<l. 

" To be short, she married, bu't owing 
to a clause in her father's will, which , was 
ambiguously worded; her nuptials were no 

sooner solemnized, than the next heir com­

menced a suit against her for part of the 

property, which was immense. The cause 

w.{s tried in the island, from thence it was 

referred to the English courts,. It became 

necessary for her to attend ·personally. She 
revisited England, accompanied only by her 

husband and child, (for by this time she had 

one a mnnth ol<l) and a black female servant 

who nursed it. 
" Immediately -

I I 
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" Iri1mediate1y upon her arrival,'she vi.it-

': ~cl m;; with. n,o small regrer I s::i w, that 

. although blest\vith every extc nnl comforc 

'the worlcl --could bestow, she \Y3.S yet un- .• 

happy; , the same temper which bad dis­

turbecl l~er -in early youth now imbittered 

her mcJ.turer years;- her passions, as I . told 

you, -were always her mistresses; time ha4 
\.. . 

not taught her to stibd1.:1e tl1em. · 1 was. 

. shocked at obs~rvi•ng the- <lespotis!n wl} ich 

.sh~ exerted over her ~vretched slave. ,v e 

had many and se~ere arguments relative to 

her ~ondu_ct, forI 'still took the liberty of 

telling he_r she was wrong, when I thought 

; _ her so. She still con tended, '' that the 

- pui'-chaser of . a, ~1av'e had the right of life 
( 

anch-lcath over him; that she 'could punish · "· 

them ho~v, when, and where she liked; 

that as a slave they were forced tq submit, 

; ~nd that kindness to th 9m, was cruelty ; for 

they had neither hearts to be .grcttefo), nor 
' , feding_s 
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, feelings to acknowledge their s~sc of obli:. ' ~ 

,gation." 
" You, perhaps, have never had occa-

- sion to put their gratitude to the trial,'' 

I replied. Di.<l they never, in case or cir­

cumstance, evince any thing like attach­

ment? It is impossible, if a negro has a 

soul, anJ of that there can be no c1oubt, 

but that he must have feelings;, and I have 

, known many people, ':'ho ""'have resided in 

countries where their attendai:Hs were all ne­

gros, speak of t1:ieir fidelity and attachment 

in very str(?ng terms. You have certainly 

been very unfortunate, 1 continued, never, 

in so many years residence ·among them, to 

have met one on whom you could depend, 

1 and upon whose attachinent· you n1ight l~e­

ly .. " "I do not ~say," she replied, '' I 

never met with one. Ye~, once." "And 

a temp?rary suffusion of reJ o_versprcad 

her check.'' -" Ye , once l met with a 

I 

·trong 
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,, strong , pr9of of duty a~d respect.'' "What 
was it, may I ask?" ,She t;eplied laughingly, 
" You want me to furnish you with arms 
against myself." " PerJ1aps, said I in re-

' turn, it ls of . a ·nature y,ou do not wish to 
acJ~nov~ledge; if so; I do, , not wish to 
know.'' '' No," shereturr1ed, '' I am not 
ashamed of telling what it was. You 
shall hear :-

" Soon after I returned to Jamaica, ' I 
acco1hpanied my parents to a penn they 
1; ad• in the mountains, one part of it was 
washed by a rapid rive·r, to which, as it 
was no great distance from tne house, I 
used to , go and bathe, accompanied by a 
female slave·. I was 'One morning enjoy-

. ing this Iux~ry, wnich is - indeed, in a cli~ 
mate as hot as Jamaica, as great a one as 

'· any I krtow, when the rapidity of the river 
carried me beyond my depth. My fright, 

' whicQ. was extr~me, incapacitated me from 

makin~ 

n 

,, 
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making any exertions to sav~ myself; on 
the contrary, it would rather have .- preci-
pitat~d my fate. The slave, who saw my--
clanger, plunged into the water to my re­
lief, and by great exertion forced-me back 
to a place of safety, which we haclscarcely 
reached, when an a1legator, which had 
been, I suppose, sleeping near the shore. 
and which I did not discern till then, roused 
I imagine by the noise we had made, was 
coming toward~ us, a1rea<ly were its ponder­
otis jaws opened. I sti.11 shudder at what I 

then felt. I ,was next to it. In another 
moment I should have become its prev 

J , 

had not th~ slave cried out," " run, run, 
missy ! no stop ! me save you l" " She 
threw herself with ·force ,between tis, and 
thus ,Preventeq. my falling a sacrifice." 
" But what! 1 ' said I, out of breath with 
impatience. to hear the fate of the poor 
ilave. , ' 1.She was lost! was it not so?'' 

I "No, 

' , 

I 

, I 
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<' No, not quite,'' ~he returnc·d, '' she lo;st 

an arm, tho11gh." . , 

''. Poor faithful creatm;e, ' (sa-id I, with an 

e~otion I coul<l not repress) w!10! .afte r:. -_ 

hearing such a tal.e as this, shall b_e sceptic 

enough _ -~o <loubt yom· havirig feeling.? 

VVhe-re, where, was the European that 

· . would have acted thus? 0 pure nature ­

taught African l thine, thine, i_s the bTea~:t ~ 

,- :in whic_h huma1i ity, unrepre~sed by the 

selfish dictates of 1_0 terest, glows wi1J:i na.:.. 

tive fervour! rrh'y _ glow1n_g sun, -thy 

·· sr,orching sands, do not burn np the seeds 

e>f benevo-Icnce. No, th ey mature them. 

, to perfection, while our colder c!i1~ ates, 

our ·frigic.l soils, chill them' in the bud~ 

" "\1/ e11, sai<l I , and what <licl you do for 

this · faithful cre'El turd what r ecGmpeBse 

di<l. you make her? For no reward; in .ruy 

· -opi'nion, could be adequate to her services,:~ 

'' Reward ! " ~h e returned,, " who up.on· 
~arth 

I • 
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earth eve-r thought of rewarding a slave. 

It was 120 mo_rc than her duty tq do-as she­

d"d." " Do you nor buy them for their 

services? are they not fed and cloathed by 

your bounty?" " Let me tell you, my , 

"dear. Mrs. Oµnond, you .have ,a very wr6ng 

notion of slaves and .slavery; and were ' 

you in the Vv estJn<lies, you would tum all 

tl~eir heads, ,ud make tl1em more incorri~ . I' 

gible than they are. I thanked the woman, 

most undoubtedly, and I took care sht: 

should be · atten,kd; b~t in spite · of a_ll I 

' did, a mortification ensued, an<l ' she <li ed 

· jn less th~n a week; and a happy th:ng it 

w.a , for what is a mutil2.ted ,negro worth, 

:we should have had her t-0 have kept, ancl 

she could have done nothing for it." 

" I shuddered to hear her talk thus. For 

shame, for shame, Maria! said I; I- am , 

shocked to hear you talk thus. Surelv,. 
J • 

surdy, something more than a mere col<l 

1 3 tha ik 
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thank , ye was due to the poor creatµre; 

\ who,'- twice 'i'n a day, risked hei· life tp save 
I I 

y ~mr's, a11d at lase lost it, for she truly <lied , 

to -save you. , Believe me, your existence 

in the eve Qf ·God was not-of inore value ,_ 

thaH hcr's, and her life of as much real 

-service t? n~an½ind. Never aga in, after 

~uch a recital as this; say that gratitude., 

that feeling,' and humanity, .make no part 

of a negr_o 's virtues. Were I to speak 

frorr~- ~y ideas of t!1e two, , I should not 

scruple. to_say, that ed~cation had refined 
I • 

, a way your best feelings, . and left you with-' 
o.u~ ~ny: -Good God ! ~hat you., with e.very 

· adva11tage that knovvledge, sdente, and 

good counsel could bestow, could suffer 

yourself t_o be ·outdone by the very beings 
you affect .to despise; ai-1d have shewn 

yourself destitute even of the common ob­

ligatio.ns of gratitude, which is thankful -

for a small_ ~ervice·. This tale is, imked, 

an 

, I 

/ 
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an argument /against yourself; and I dare 

believe the "\Vest Indies would furnish many 

others equally strong, to prove ·that slavery . 

is, indeed; the bitter draught that _domns 

thousands to destruction. · My God! (I 

co~tinue<l) how I pity, how I feel for 

these unfortunate ill-11seda- i11-rewarded be- ' 
I 

ings_l who, with souls tuned by the fine 

hand of harmony to every nobler purpose; 

who, in their O\.Vn happy !and, are enjoy­

ing the sweets of liberty and comfort, shall, 

in an hour, be }om from those upon whom 

their every hope hung ;-those from whom 

they derived their all of earthly cornfort, to 

chains and slavery, in a land far distant 

from his peaceful happy home; wh~re, 

smarting un<ler the cruel hand of an op­

pressor, or goaded on by the whip 9f a bru­

tal overseer, his worn-out spirits can no 

longer sustain the conflict. Between h_1s 

endeavours and his powers he sinks beneath 

I 3 his 
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his load; then, while stretching his ema ... 

ciated. length upon the scorched soil, he 

- looks up to the Goel of nature, and prays 

for reyenge ori-his persecutqrs. That God 
I 

hears and accepts tf1e petition of the n~-

•&ro, _ though his fellow-man shall treat 

his complaints with contempt, and derid~ · 

-him ,for the ~ufferi1~gs his o~n cruelty in-

flicts. '-

," Hurricanes destroy the white man's 

hope of future gain, earthquakes swallow 

up_-the present. Thus shall the ~1egro be 

,.. avenged. Thus shaU he, whose voi<;_e 
' 

spe~ks in thunder-, an_d eye darts in light-

ning, punish the oppressor of him whom 

the iron hagd of power, or the perfidy of · 

1nan, placed within his grasp.-But not 

, farrher to digress from my narrative . 

" You may easily believe, that with sen -
, -

timents so opposite, no great_ <legree of in- · 

t~macy coul<l t~ng ~ubsis~ peL ween us. 

- 1 , " Soon 

/ 
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" Soon afterwards we removed to Ash .. 

park, and that removal, by plaeing us at a 

considerable <lista.nce from · e_a.ch other, gave 

us fewer opport!:mities of meeting. 

" It is now abou~ tei1 years since I ac~ 

companied your uncle to London, whither , 

particular bti1siness called him. M r.ria called 

n me a.\mos.t _immediately upon my arri.- .,. 

·al,. and pressed me to pass-a few days with 

"her before I left town. Afrer much in ... 

treaty,, for I was really_ averse · to going, 

I consented, and the la.st week of my s.tay 

in town I went to fulfil my ,progiis.e.· Her 

husband, I found, had returned to Jamaica, 

from whence she 110urly expected him~ 

Her little girl, who ]1a<l now attained her 

""ourth year, was, though very much spoil­

ed, a child Gf considerable prqmise; every 

Ii t tle feature was beaut iful apd interesting, 

and h er tem per was so uncommonlv sweet, 
J 

· , ~hat it wa~ impossible to h el_p lo ving h er. . 
,, ThB 

I 



I 

\ \ 

MARY AND JANE HORNS.3Y. 

'' The black woman who had nurse<l the 
' 

little Lucy, vns still there, and although 

always . treated _, unfrie.ndly, and not seldom 

cruelly, by- her ,mistress, llad $taid with 
them entirely from affection to her lrt tle 

nurseling, who retu~ned it 
I 
abundantly • . 

·For " Zamba Nursy'·' was the constant 
theme of Lucy's song; and a part of every 
thin,g was res.erved for her. In short Lucy 
was the best friend, except her master., that 
poor Zamba ha<l. But Mr. --, who 
was blest with a benevolent , and feeling 

heart;_ alway's paiq great attention to his 
cl1ild's fai,thful imrse. 

" I had not been there four day~, whe~1 
Zainba fell under the displeasurn of her 
mistress. Lucy had been ill, and fro'm ' 
her anxiety about ... her dear little Missy, as 
she called the child, she had forgotten to 
fee<l a favourite bird which had been given 
in her ,charge. · Her mistress found out 

tha 
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the neglect, reproached her with it. Zam-· · 

ba_ vindicated herself, by sayin~, '' her , 

J\1issy so' ill, Zamba 11ever tink of no ting 

while her little Missy bad." The apology 

was not sufficient; Mrs. -- ~fell upon , 

the unhappy woman, and beat her till she 

was unable to strike longer. The screams 

of the poor black dr~w me, -with th~ chilli 

in my arms, to· the room ; as I entered, 

Mrs. --was wielding a hot poker, _which 

appeared just taken from the fire, and was 

in the very act of ·striking her victim with 

it. Mechanically I put down the child, 

and remonstrated with the mother, while 

the li t tle Lucy rnn to her to pull her a\vay, . 

creaming most piteously, and begging hei:_ 

not to hurt Zamba nursv . ., / 

" The poor ill-guided woman, vexed at • 

being prevented carrying her diabolical in­

tent into action, pushed the chi ld with such 

·force from her, that she fe ll ,vi th her tem-

ples 
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ples '':gairist the carved feet ·of a side-board. 

table. She screamed, we ran to raise her.; 

h..er mouth and nos e gushed our y.rith blC?od . 

Alas ! .Jvfary_, i-t is a 1,ad . tale; t~e b~~y 

ne~er op~11ed her eyes more. . 

" To, qescribe the scene that ·ensued is 

beyond, rr;y ab__i lity; for nfy own part I was 

_al'mos.t petrified with . horror, I had neither · 

~hought nor power to act. The poor ill- , 

used bla.ck alone had recollection ; she 

took the little innocent ·in her arins, be­

dewed ' it _pl~nteously with tears, then ad- . .' 

vancing, , with a countenance in which de­

_.spair "and horror were blended, exclaimed 

. ~' bad .Missy; blacky won~an never used 

~·baby ,so. ' Negro m9ther' never kill own 

piccaniny.1 ' Her sobs, groans, and excla-

-m.ations, collected my· scatt-ered sen~es ~ . I 

called. the housekeeper, made her sensible, 

;as W€ll as my agit~tion would permit, how 

th~ dreadful busin~ss happened, and con-

sulted 



sulted with her how t~ act, arnl what to 

do. She sent i~me<liat~ly for a ~urgeo~ 

and Mr. Ormond; they were presently 

with us. All aid for the child w·as ineffec-
' 

tual, its litt!e innocent soul was fled for l.;" , 

ever. 
"As for the mother, but to net:. no ·one 

/ 

could turn without experiencing th~ most 

dreadful feelings; she sat torpid from de. 

s.palf. , vhatshe had done had flashe<l con­

viction, of the baneful effects of pass ion, 
, . . 

on her senses; which, before one ·hour 

elapsed, were fled for ever. Short inco­

herei1t ravings escaped her; then her 

screams were so loud as to disturb the 

neighbourhood. \Vi.th much difficulty she 

was conveye<l up sta irs., ..an<l from that 

hour she has never been collected , once 

indeed cxceptc.<l; that interv. l was short, 

and she cmployed ·it chiefly in ~egging she 

might n:)t see her husb'1nd , whose re-
proache~ 

r 
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, ' 
,pr~aches she dreaded. · Tlf~ story, with a 

tJ:rousand aggravating a<lditions,' soon gor. 
'1vidcl. Incredible was the, troubie it caused; 
for myself, I \vas never so harrassed or dis-

4 tressed. 

" Her_ husha
1

nd arrived in less ·than i,, 

,veek aft.er: tl1e interrne11t of the child; his 
wish to see her was even less than her's to 
see him. He allows; beside paying, for 
her board, a small annual stipcncl.· He, 
who loved his 'chil<l immoderately, could­
:never look upon her murderess. 

\ - \ 

- ,,-,H_e, howeve_r, amply rewa·rde~l . "the 
faithful Zamba for her attachment to his , 

Ettie' Maria; and not only gave her her 
freedom, but sent h~r back to her o\yn 
com)try, enriched by l) is bounty . 

'' He frequently bono_rs me ,vith a. 
v~sit,- and 'as he is a man \Yhose talents 

' and · abilities, besides , mental qualificati­
ons, ,are greaLly superior to mos t men, 

I look 
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1 look upon ·his acquaintance as an ac­

quisition. 

"Mrs. -- li°as been removed from 

place to place; I hope,- howev.er, she is 

now settled, for it is no' small_ trouble and 

inconvenience to move her . . 
"Thus you see, Mary,. how the_judg-. 

ments •and vengeance of the Almighty are 

manifested. Our punis~m1ents are n~t 

al w::i. ys· deferred to a future state, but are 

frequently sent while on earth, to serve as 

a lesson to ourselves, aFl.d. a 1,,\·arning to 

others. Signally was the wrath of God 

shewn to 1\.1aria, wbo, i11 givin·g way to 

her fury against a helpless being, was the 

means of death to her own an l only- child; 

one in whom her every wish centered; one 

for whom s-he ,, would willingly have f.9r -

feited her own existence. Life is to her 

become a curse. M emory, her bitterest 

tormentor! happy, happy,,for her, . coulcl-

K, she 



,. 

L ,; 

MARY AND JANE HORN-SBY/ 

-- : \ .,_ 

sh'e ·1ose in the i·L;sensibility under whi'ch · 

-she l~ppurs, · th·e 111em'ory of the past; but 

·even - tJ1rough _the delirium of insanity it 

pur.rues her. . Learn then, Mary, the ne­

cessity ~f 'bridling you~· pas_sions. Belie1,,:p 

me, it 'is easier to subdue them in youth 1 

than _ iti age; they gather strength from 

i~dulgence, and · too often, as in the tale · . 

J have~ been relating, are productive of the -

1 m_ost fatal consequenc~s. 1 

" In the visit ,we shall make this even~· 

ing rou will sec -a different instance. Y 011 

~ill see h?w a _ well regulated mind c.an 

or.der itself; }~·ow it will struggle with its ·.,. 

own weakness, and if n,ot absolutely co11-

quer _them, ·yet bring them· into ·such a de­

gre~ o subject10n~ as sh<fll make them 

neithenlangerou·s.to t?emselves, or trouole-

.so~e to others. · 

" :Mrs: Pax ton is among the .few,_ who, 
1 

- - ' s~eing her own errors, have learnt to re­

form 

, , 
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form -them.- Naturally 'of an, imperious, 

_violent, and co1n:_11an~ing -tem~er, she 

found herself subjected to many inconve­

n1ences, which aFe tuo often the conse­

quence of it . . She found that people were 

not obliged to submit to her caprjces, be 

terrified by her threats, ,or alarmed by her 

passions, into , subjection. She saw too, 

(for she J1ad much solid understanding and 
I I .._ 

real feeling) th3:l her company was rather 

avoided than ,courted; tha~ her conversa- . 

tion could not compensate for her petu­

lance, and she resolved to bring her temper 

trnder proper controul. The event has 

proverl how ~ell she has succeeded. From 

being disliked, she is admired; her com .. 

1 pany is eagerly sough~ afler: she is held 

up as an example of propriety to the 

world. Her children esteem and love her ; 

her husband feels her value, and adores ' 

her for her yir~ues; her frien9s 1:espe~t and 

K 2 lov~ 
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lov·e her. She has the satisfaction of re­
flecting, ' ~1at she has c011s6tuted h er ow11 
happiness, by the efforts she made to re-

' form her temper. Thus she reaps the re -
wards ·of- her endeavours; and thus may 
every one be rewcrrdecl who take the same ' 
means to reach the same end. 

"But see, \Ve are just at home. Reflect, 
my d,ear, ·on what you 'have seen, and 
what you haye heard, and let me h ave the · 
p leasure of' finding, that precept ancl ex:­
a mple are not lost upon a sensible mind.'' , , , I 
The scenes -she had that day witnessed, 
as well as the · tale she had h eard, sunk · 
deep upo~ the mind of 1\/Iary. She re: 
solved to endeavour at a reform ·in h er 
temper; and she determined, ho wever pain ­
ful the effort, to suppress the first ebulli­
tio1:s of pass ion. Sh e lo\1ged ardently fo r 
the visit of the eyening, as she nrnch w ish-
ed to see and be introdt1ced to a lady of 

Mrs. 

( 
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Mrs. Paxto1~'s worth; of whom every one 

she had met, since h er arrival at Ash-park, 

spoke well." 

J\.. t length the desirnd hour arrived; -they 

reached Acorn-hill, and ·found i ts mistress 

surrounded by her fam il y, which consisted 

of four daBghtcrs and three sons, who were 

all variously e1T1ploye<l; tl e young ladies 

in different kinds of work; one of the sons 

was read ing aloud, and the otbe ·s were , 

making extracts fro1n what he re~d. So 

truly <lomestic a party could not fail to ar­

{TJ.ct th e notice of iVIiss Hornshys . 1 

l\,Irs. Ormond, who lud ever been on 

terms of intimacy with the fan1ily, w.~s 

·eceived- with that affectionate familiarity 

chat neede<l -not ,vords .to cmwince her she 

I 

was a most welcome visitor. Her nieces, ' 

en her account, were as gla<lly received ; 

an<l the frank openness and ~1nadulterated 

native politc1:i.css of their young hosts an:cl 

}.{ 3 hostesses 
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,hostesses soon _made tI:1en1 . fa-miliar with 
each. other. They conducted . their guests 
round the park, gardens, and the hot-houses 
~nd gi:een-houses; introduced them to their 

- scattered- favourites; ~mcJ, in short, left- no 

~neans µntried. to please _and amuse them~ 

1vfary and Jane felt ~ighly-gratifietl by rheir 
~ttention, <\,11(1 we~e irresi'st.ibly W?n by 
their rnamiers, which we.re in<lee<l emi-
nently pleasing. _ 

• I ' , 

Having wandered a9out the grounds till 
:the hour of tea, they returned to the par­

.· lour. Mary had ~1ow an opportunity of 
~on tern plating tµe features-of Mrs. Paxton. 

She $.aw in her ~?- lool<; 9f aµthority and 

haughq~~ss of de~-neanour, so t~mpered by 
~weetness and affability, that whil~ it i~1-
~-pireq fear it created esteem. She felt that 

\ 

s_he co1,!d love her sincer,ely; but she felt 

~1so, that her at)gec. would indeed be terri­

~li;, T.~e ~e~-tµ_bJe was s__carcely removed 
be.fore 

....., 

/ 

tc 
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- ' 
before l\lirs. Paxton was summoned from 

the room. · After an absence of .about -

twenty minutes she returned; ·and address-

,ing herself to Mrs . Ormond and 'the young 

folks, said, " she had come to solicit theiT 

charity for an obje-.ct, she believed, very 

deserving, and she was certain was very 

distressed . His sto:y I will• relate to you.., 

my dear- Mrs. Ormond, after I have _fol-

, filled the purposes of my little commission; - . 

for I am too anxious at present to mak_e 

_ · the sufferer happy, on his return to his 

family, to detain hin1 longer than is ne­

cessary." 

l\lirs.- O.rmond's ready hand was ·imme­

<liately in her purs~. Miss H ornsbys' were 

n ot bel'.ind han·a·: their father gave them a 

:v ery liberal allowance,, and they had pro­

fited s·o much by their aun_t's example; ~s 

o feel pleasure m administering to the 

want~ of others. 
Mari~, 
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Maria, Sophy, and ; Fanny Paxto'n, im-

1 1~1edi; t~-Iy contribti.ted their little for the 

the si1.ffer-et's assist_;rnee ;- the three boys 

also added their m'i-re to the ~eneral stock. 

E~nily alo1Te held back, and retired, deeply 
blushing, and in tears, behind- her -sisters. 

" .Emily, my dear,'' said her mother, in a. _ ,_ 

'voice of ' kindness, ' ~ I wait for your do--nation." Emily was -silent ;" she hung her 

1 
head, · nor could ~he for -one moment lift 

her eyes from the ground, to enc?unter 

those of her m-other's . The request was 

1 r epe,ated; still she wa~ silen_!, abashed, and 

confused. '' vVhy, Emily,' ' said : Mrs. 

Paxton, in. a ,voice _of-ast-o11ishment, '' what 

a\n I to judge from this sile!1ce, these 

blushes , , and the tears starting into your 

eyes? you we-re used, my dear, to be fore­

most in I the performance· of a good and 

chai·itable action. '\-Vhat JS the reason of 

this tardiness ?;, 
EmiJ.y 

D 

\I 

~. 
{( 
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Emily ..tried to speak, and burst into tears. 
I 

Her mother became alarmed at her ema-

t ion,. an<l still enquired the cause. Emily, 
no longer able to restrain theni, threw her ­

-self .into her mother's an~s, and .eagerly 

.besought her ,pardon. '' For what? my 
,child," said Nlts. Paxton, affe ctionately,. 

'-' in what have you offended me?. Tell 
·me what ,cause of anger can I have against 

you_.·t-1 ' ' I w:ill tell you, Mam ma," she 
-sobbingly ~ttered~. " Yesterday, contrary 

.to your .orders, .when _you were ou-t, 1 per:­
su~1ded -one of the maids to .accompany me 

to Che viilagc; at first ,sh~ ·was against go­

ing, but after much persuasion on my p .. rt , 

and a promise of secrecy, sl~e co-nsen ted. 

vVe went to Mr. Evans's, where I bid out 

all my mone y, and haYe none left to g ive 

for better purposes." " In what Ji ~I ·you 

ex1;cnd it?" said h er mother, putting her 

·a\.vay from her, an,l in a tone ' of indigna-

tion; 

, I 

' 

'' 
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, tio11. , -Emily's cheeks took a , deeper dye. 

" In-cakes and sweatmeats, Madam," she 

·raulteringly replied. "' ,vas that all T why 

it was but Wednesday. I gave you half-a­

g~in~a ! Did you ~xpend it' all in trash?" . 

-'' N?t quite all, mofher. - I bought a 

tooth-pick, to.oth-bru~b, and ribbon, for 
• . I 

Sa-· sal,'~ she 'faulter~d. ' 

·, 

• 1 Again she was .on the point of betraying 

-the servant, whom she had _persuaded to 

accompany -l?,er: " For-, Sally, was it not 

.so ?" An:d so _yoti had the meariness . to 

'J;)ribe a · servant to do ~ rong? but go, 

, Emily '; go ·to your cha1~1ber; vie will not 

r .entertain Mrs. Onn_ond and Miss Hornsbys 

yvith a subject of this nature ; we must dis­

t!USS this _business in private. Neither will 

I det_ain a worthy sufferer for <.i. disobedient 

child. H Emily in tears left the room, and 
1 

Mrs . . Paxton-· hastened to give relief to her 

/ 

d 
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-' Emily's confession had thrown a damp 

upon the spirits of the whole party. Her , 

brother~ an~ sisters were gener~msiy uneasy 

for her, and represented ho\1/ much she .. 
~ , 

would suffer under the pressure of her mo-

ther's displeasure. " Our Mamma,u sai-d 

Fanny, -,, is always ready to ' reward us for 

a good.action, and takes great pleasure in ' 

so doing; but she -punishes us is severely, 

if we do wrong. I know she ~-:vill call. 

this fault of Emily's a breach of confidence, -

and it will be long before she forgives her. 

B esides, she has often told us, if we once 

deceived her, she should never have reli­

ance again on us. And I am fearful poor 

Emily will be long under her displea~ure, 

.and longer before she regains her confi­

dence. 
"Oh!" continued Fanny, affectionately, 

"how she wi ll suffer; she has such a ten­

der heart. Indeed, Miss Ho.rnsby, I do 
not 

I 
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... 
not know wlie;1 she 'has been- . be(ore i,!i!.-

- fault. You would lov€ her, in spite of . .. 
het , 'erro:'.s_; she is so good-teinpere_d and· 

obliging ! -1 wish the poor man had no t · 
come' this. afternoon,' ' you WO-t:1~ d n0t then 
have had oc-casion· to R:now Emily had been, 

in fa11k. Bat I
1 
must g_o to her; she wants 

some comfort now." 
( 

Fanny- then qnitte<l th,e morn. Mary 
Hon~s~,y. 1blush,e·c1 for h<!: rself, when s-h e 

l).eard .F an1,1 y express herself th BS affec­
tiomu:d y towards her •sister: something 
like cons<:iente sn:i,otc , her; she had no t 

I 

' .acted ex~ctly .in· ihe same manner liy J:i €r's 
when sh~ ha<l been in disgrace. She fel.t 

I • ho~ m'uch more . ~miable was the conduct 

of Fmrny Pax to·n; ancl she SflW and app~­
/ ciated that noblenes-s of cond1.1cr. She ,vas 

• 
henceforward desiro11s and detenninc<l to 

einulate. 
The 

.,_ 

" 
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The harmony of the ~ftern?on was in 

some degree disturbed by this incident ; the 

promised history of the pensipner was post-­

paned till a1:10ther opportunity. Mrs. Pax­

ton was too much grieved; at what had 

passed between her daughter, to detach her 

thoughts sufficiently from it to enter into 

conversation on indifferent subjects. 

Mrs. Ormond and Miss Hornsbys soon 

took I-eave; · but not before Mrs. ~axton , 

ha<l promised them a visit dµiing the ensu­

ing week. As they pursued , tl~eit walk 

home, their coversation naturally turned 

upon the visit of the aften10on. Mary 

and Jane expressed their sorrow for Emily, 

and thought, as she had made so candid a 

confession of her fault, her mother might 

.remit her punishment. . " I do not agree 

with you, my dears," said- Mrs. Ormond, 

" Emily deceived her mother, and betray=­

cd the confidence she reposed in her; b 
L sides 
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. a-ides being -disobedient · tb her commands. 
) 

A<l-d to this, s'he sedticed _a servant frdm 
her ·duty,, · ah<l brib·ed her also to -act _in di ­

tecti 0ppositioh to the cotnina:rrds 'o'f her 

mistrns·s. I oan'.not t'hen 'tl:Jii1l, but that she 
I" 

merits pi.fn-ishmen't; n(?)r , wotdq 1\i.ks. Pax- -

ton <l0 her -duty a!s a parer:it, did she no·t 
express · her disa·pprobatiob ·o( h'er conduct. 

F!Or, rny cl~ars, what can be meaner than 

tb teIDP,t a ser\rarrt to dis0bedience? Arc 
you no"t pi.it'ting t!'l~ autho,r1ty of 1'their mis­
tress in defiance ·? -The inutual con·ficle1:ice 
· that sl1oulcl_ s't1bsist -bet{,-..,1.eb"n a parent ahd 

chrltl , is b'foke"1:1, 'ii they f.each the 11es30ll of 
~scfi,etlienca. We !los-e 01fr ,1-eliance on 
th'etil ,--a . .fld ifea't · 0 1 co111.1n-~t dven 't'l:te -~rnaUest 

co'rlcerrt_ i'.9 ~h<eir char-ge; For, '~ep~1iicl -1ip0a 
it, that 1tto 1oi1e wou1id o"ffer a , b'r'ibe that 

, wbula ··i16t 'faire 0ne. Y:0u wi-ll think I ·se'e - . 

:Em'rlf s '.faiult iin a ,§'evere t,oint eif_ ·-vrew-.-' 
l 'ilo. , ,Si1nple uilaeviad•ng 'rectiraae• ·should, 

be 

,. 
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be the great study of y~mth ; t~e co,mmis... , 

sion of one fault leads 011 to man,y others,. 

There is no one can say, so_ far will I go., 

a,ncl no farther. Error is progressive in 'itl 

progress; we begin by small d~grees; and 

shudder at first to find we have oversteppe~ 

the barrier of integrity. Rut believe. meJt 

when once it is passed> w,e get familiarizea 

to vice, and so entangled by i~s spares, that 

h requires great self-command as well as 
I 

fortitude e\'er to disengage ours.elves from. 
, 

- I 

them. For such is the world, Mary, an.cl 

· so artfully are its pernicious wiles spread to . ' 

catch the unwary, that many fall into the' 

net ere they are aware it is spread for their 

destruction; and although some few may 

elude it, · yet it requires not only prudenc~ 

but foresight to keep mv selves clear. 

" Thus then it becomes .rJecessa.ry to 

check erro,:s in · their gr9wth ; and the pa­

rent who values her ch:Id, 1will particularly 

L 2 notice 

.... 
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- notice the first faults it commits. For 
' f \ t 

. many, alas} live to regret the mistaken. 

, indulge~ce' ~hich has tempted them to 

overlook a fi r.st fault . 

"But. see -how the . evening closes in , 

vve must mend our pace; the clouds ga­

ther very fast, r much fear we shall be 

overtaken by a srorm, and we-' ha e still 

the heath to cross." 

Mary and Jane, w ho had seen the clouds 

gatherif1g for ~ome time past, now qui~k­

ened their pace, but they had not walked 

an hundred ya1,·ds before the cloud ··burst, 

and a dripping shower succeeded. Cloud 

gathered upon· cloud; the thunder, witli 

loud and t1 emendous roar, burst upon them; 

the lightning · uncea~ingly flashed · across 

their faces, a:; if the elements h'a:d all con­

spired to dismay them; the w ind burst from 

its caverns, and howled -dismally arounc.l 

them. T he affrighted girls clung to their 

aunt 
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aunt as to their only support; while, at 

every flash, they screamed with increased 

terror. There was no time for reasoning, 

Mrs. Ormond only conjured them to hurry 

their steps to the small hut of a very poor 

cottager, which she recollected was near 

the middle of the he~th ·they w_ere now 

entering. In ab~ut ten minutes they reach ­

ed it, but so drenched w ith rain, and beat 

about by the wind, that they could hardly 

be known. Mrs. Ormond immediately 

entered the little hovel; the humble mis­

tress of which no sooner saw who it was, 

than her best accommodation was at their 

service. 

"Lack a qaisy, Madam!" said she~ 

smoothing her apron, an<l taking an in­

fa{1t in her arms, which had been cr::i.wl-

- ing on the floor; " How came you to ven­

ure out in all this storm? The poor must 

L3 go 
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go, they cannot help it; but for you, 1\12'~ 

' da:m, that are not used to have even your 

fee} wetted, sure It mu.st b1i:,drea<l'ful indeed '\ . 

I, tlu~t am used tq be abroad in all weathers,,. 

-5hould be frightened at tljis. My poor John 

~ . out in the midst 0!1
1 f'. ' All 1 wish, he, 

was m. 1 <lon't like he sh·oultl be abroad 
' , 

_li such u. ston'n . it m,;1.kes rny heart ache. 

.)vhcn t . thin~ of the dangers a poor man 

encounters. But if I fear f9r my John: 

what, Ma<l-arp, m,ust you ?" 

, "Not more than yourself, my good wo-

1,11 an . I c~nnot expect the elements to be_ 
' goYerne-d by m,y ' fears, or feelings; .and - I 

•. th ii1k I need not shrink from a .torm which 
' . ... 

,housancls h!'a,ve, who are far less ablt> to 

$USta.i.i1 it; and who are , at this moment, .. 

perhaps, unsheltered, and half naked, ex­

eased t6 its fui·y. A tempora.ry inconve-

1ficncc is a.ll I cn<lurc-. ~ mus:t not, there-. 
fore~ 

- I • 

.... 
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-fore, cornplain, but be thapkful t:ha.t I have 

~ roof under which I can be prot.ected frolll 

the inclemency of the ~eather." , 

"But la's; Madam,'' said the poor W(r., .... 

man, "don't be standing, ' I'll throw a , 

morsel of wood on the :fire, and y'ul dry 

yourselves, for you are dripping wet." 

. She then called a little girl to bring. somi; 

more furze, which throwir~g on the few 

embers which were yet burning, .diffused 

a warm and comfortal5le g1ean1. With 

much humility-she intreated Mrs. O~mond 

~o slip on m~e of her gowns while her o,vl) 

was drying. Mrs. Ormond was literally 

ioaked with wet; she availed herself of her 

~ind hostes~'s offer, an.4 was presently ha­

bited in her best suit. . . . 

Miss ~ornsbys., who were equally suf­

ferers_, were accommodated to the _best o! 

the poor. won~an's abilities. And after she 

h~d assisted i~ ta,kul_g off their cloaths, and 

, h.angi~g 
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hanging them to dry, she recollected she 
had a little elder,win~ in her cottage, which 
Mrs. Orm~nd -had sent her wh~n she Ia~t.. 

.'lar-in. This, ':"itpout-• saying a word, _or 
eveq ~sking if th~y would take, she empti­
ed into ·a _ sauce-pan, and .heated; when 
ready, ,s11e presented it, with a look 1,,nore 
-expressh_e of real feeling and g1:atituc;le than 
fl. V(?luip.@· of . words, to her gu~st~,. sayin~, 
"that she was glad she had s~ve<l it for so 
good a p'urpose. She should be so proud, 

I • 

so happy, ~f it kep t l\tladam and Nlisse~ 
' 'from t<J.k.ing cold. ii · 

1v1}s~ Ormond would not mor~ify tl1e 
·g.qo<l ,yoman by a refusal: but tak ing part 
·of it, insi;ted she sho1Jld partake with her. 

) !fer humility, wh ich w'as extreme, would 
. scarcely permit her to avail herself of the 
ho!1o.r:1 as ~he termed it; nor no considera­
tio~ co~ld- induce lier to sit> till 1\1rs . O_r­
n:ond absolutc1v refused to stop a moment 
' • J 

tonger· 
' -

, . 

b 
0 
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longer if she did not pursue her usual oc ... 

cupations. This, with much reluctance, 

she did; though it was plain to see, that 

she did it uneasily. 

The storm continued with violence, the 

poor cottager's thoughts were bent on her 

husband ; and she every minute broke out 

into a wonder, " where John could be! 

~nd why he did not come home ?:' Her 

seat was every five minutes forsaken, to 

look out at the doqr ; her w~shful eyes 

were turned to every part of the heath, 

still no John was in sight. 

Mrs. Ormond began also to be uneasy, 

the rain kept pouring in torrents, the wind 

blew almost to a hurricane, she was anxi­

ous to get home. Her servants, she knew, 

v ·ould be uneasy; they would naturally 
I 

seek her at Mrs . Paxton's; and not finding 

her there, would not only be alarm~<l thern­

elves, but cause an alarm at Acorn-place. 
• I 

$h~ 

I -

I • 
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She then, a1most .as anxiously as poo_r 

Nelly, look~d and wished for the return· 

of John. She participated his wife's un-

·easiness, and begaq to" imagine something 

more ~than lhe storm might have occurred 

to prevent his return. Three long hours 

thus passed in aU- the uncertainty of sus­

pense and_anx.iety of watchfulness. 

_Mary a_pd Jane sat anticipating anoth~r 

robbery. IVIrs. Ormond was eager to re~h 

her home. And the tender and tertified Mis• 

tress of the cottage, unable to comrnand 

h:rself, gave , vent to her fears, 'and ima­

gined a thousand causes for her husband's 

, 1;rotracte<l stay. Her looks, riteo~1s ii1 the 

extre1ne, were now directed toward heaven, 

then to her infants~ She shuddered as the 

increasing ,vind tore up even the stoutest 

, trees fr0m their roots : her ,lips, which were 

,vhit,c as her apron, were now silently 

ro.6ving i.1; pr;iycr, for the }Jreservation of 
- - · hi1n 

0 
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him w110 was dearer to her lhan life. Apd· 

although accustomed to endure every ,kind 

of weather, even frotn her earliest years, 

she involuntarily Uttered a faint scream as' 

th~ forked and vivid lightning flashed across 

her face. Mrs. Ormond~ with -the most 

patient sweetness, tried to reason her out 

of her fears ; but affection for her hus­

band, anxiety lest he should be exposed to ~ 
' a ~torm more ten-ibly tremenaous than any 

she had yet witne~sed, overcame the efforts 

of reason. Her feelings and her fears 
; 

were in unison. Her mind's eye every 

minute pre ' ented her John in various vi~ws 

of distress ; and neither soothing or sym­

pathy had any effect upon her. At length, 

after another •hour pa'Ssed in in,:reased anxi­

ety, the object of her care arrived. 

It was now eloven at night, Mrs. ·or .. 
mond had long become seriously uneasy at 

what her people .would ~uffer. _she re~ 

roicec~ 
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' 
joiced! therefore, to hear his wife hail, irf . - ' 

the joyful accents of unadulterated affec- , ' 
. tiom, his well~known footsteps·: John 

centered hi$ cottage, tenderly quieted his 

wife's fears, and .kissed· his sleeping chil­

. dren, before ' he Bad given a thought to 

h is unexpected gueists: Toe. poor man, 
. I 

who was drenched \n. rain, made a thou-

sa,nd apologies for his uncou~h appearance, 

~nd has tened to get rid of his wet clothes. 
I ' 

Anxio~s .as Mrs. 0 rmoncl was' to 'get 

home, she f-elt uncomfortable at ttie thoug~t 

. of being obliged t6 trouble a man to walk 

t wo·miles in such an evening, after _he had 

' • gone through the fa tigu~s of the day, and 
, · had entered his home to rest. . Yet what 

could she do,? , The stonn, although it had 
consid~r~ii~y abated, , bad left the roads in 

SL!_t:h ~a-. state; that for. women th:ey were 

_aln,-ost impassible. . 1) propose _staying in 

the cottage all !}igl:i t, sh_e knev\f would be 

~ to 
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to forbid its inhabitants to take rest ; she 

scarcely knew what to do; her niece.<; were 

wearying fo' get home, as the;y were both 

tired md sleepy. 

While she \,·as considering how to acr; 

th.inking how little rigjht sl;lc had to expect 

a man would risk his life for her, ancl la­

menting that she was so circumstanceLl as 

to be obliged to ask him to leave bi com­

fortable fire-side, an<l smiling wife and 

children, to encounter the war of e1ements 1 

1'/fiss Hornsby exclaimed, " Thank God 

you are come f you will now, I .dare say; 

go to the park and order the carriage to 

take us home.'' 

1 elly, who, in th e delight of seeing her 

hu ·band s.ife, felt every ' other concern ab-

orbed., had no v time to recoliect her 

guests , and mentioned ?\.lrs. Ormond's dis-­

tress to go home. Joh11 instantly'took up 

his 11at, and without say ing a \\"Ord, hur-

M ricd 



rieJ a way to the park. In ab-01¥ an h9irt 

they were - relieved· from their suspense by 

' the _arrival 9f the _servants with the car-~ 

.riage. .puring this short interval; the 

friendly and_ hospitable . Nelly had again 

pressed them to accept some of her huirtble 

fare. Mrs. Ormond, whos~ heart was ail 

benevolence, made her acknowledginents to 

her hostess, by leaving with her essential 

prnofs cJf the sense sh~ Jiad qf hei· hospi-· 

tality. · 

The ladies were no s0011er seated tn the 

carriage; than ·Mrs. Ormond tcok tlie op.., 

port.unity of enla1"ging upon the pure anc.1 · 

nat1ve benevolence and hospitality ofNe11y 

· and ·her husband. " .You now see, my 

• _'.dear children," she continued, "that riches 

.are nc/t -~lw~ys essenti?,l to happiness, nor 

granrleur to' feli city. The dom estic and,. 

humbl~ station in which our entertainer 

~nd his modest ~ompanion live, does not 
I . 

exclude 

' J 

I 
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~xcludc them f~om · the possessi:011 of real 

comfort, nor the opportunity of benefiting 

others. Happy in ·each other, living only 

for themselves ,;!nd their -childrei1; th~y 

work with. cheerfulness., each en<leavour-

1 ing to a<ld the. produce of their labours to. 

procure a decent livelihood: Poverty, 

though it may cramp our powers of action, .·· 

does not entirely deaden them; that we 

have proved in 'rbe modest humble wel­

come we received, when intruding upon 

the hospitality of these ·cottagers . Let . it,. 

then, c.;onvince you; that ✓the power of d~ .... 

ing good does nat always live with the 

rich. I mt1ch fear, that had Nelly an<l her. 

infants been in QUr situation, and: nad apu 

plied for a shelter bene'1th th_c roo'f of great­

ness, she would not ha-.; e been treated with -

the same hospitality we received. Tb e1 e 

is no station of life that can exempt mr 

from being at times obliged, even to the 

r 2 lowliest 
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lo,;viiest peasant ; and, in more -instan~·es 
' . . 

. tha~1 on_e,' kings hav~ taken shelter be-
IJeath the 1:oof of th~ir meanest servants; 

with them they have been safe; from them 

they have experienced fidelity and affec .. 
• \ • r . 

tion, whtn the:! g;m<l-y butterflies of their 

~<?Uft, , the creatures,· who before bowed 

, with sycophan.tick smile, and had sworn 
I -

· ,fi~elity to their ii1terest; had basely desert-

ed thejr cause, -and been. the first to betray 

ihem. Let us not, then, fr9wn upon tlre. 
j1;idigeJ1t, · or a.ct co1)temptudu,sly .or un­

·kindly by the p.oor:; for w~ know not how 

soon w~ may waB,t their a~sistapce, apd be 

obliged by tlJeir kindness.'' 

From thi_s time Mary Hornsby lo.st much. 
, ,p( the natural haiughtiness of her te-mper; 

p,.1any circumstances had contribu_ted to 

~onvince her that a fine Jady w_as not a very 

p,1niablc character.; and that humility ,and 
,nye,e,tnes,s were more powerfµ,l recornm~r}.-

dation. 

'I 

I '. 
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darions than weal th or beauty. She re­

solved to attempt a diffe•rcnt ·line of con­

duct; her un<lerstanding wus naturaHy good, 

nor was her heart totally exempt from pra- ,. 

·per feeling. The truths, then, which he,r 

aunt daily . deduced, as well as the oppor­

,t unit.ies she had of seeing and judging for 

h erself, easily taught her to think she h<l~ 

been misled, and from thinking she had 

been \vrong, to endeavour to act right. 

H .er behaviour, temper, and inchnations, 

fro m lbat time took a different bias. Her . 
mmt saw wi~h pleasure this amendment in 

her conduct. £he was now indeeci-grow­

ing an amiable g_irl; her study was to please 

and excel; wirh the desire she gained abi-

1iry; and her father, wh~ at Christmas 

visited Ash-park, becJ.me .. 1. delighted wit­

ness of her mental im~rove~nrnt. Nor 

was J1.;ie beh.iqJ her; with il mind p.atlJ­

ral. y ductile, and disposition gentle anc.l' 

.M 3 content cL 
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contented, she w_as easily guided. Although · 

her juagm~nt was not as clear, nor powers 

·' . · of comprehension, so acute as Mary's, yet 

,, l·1er perse.vera;1c~ ·and -i1~dustry frequently 

acc-omplished what her sister found difficult 

'to attain: . 

. Mary, pos~essed of great activity, as well 

as vivaci~y of temper, cpuld not always ·. 

wait the slow unfolding of science ·: hence_, 

· with-ideas 11alurall y capacious: and geIJ.ius 

:sufficient to combat great difficulties, she 

was, from want of'perse':erance, frequently 

at a l0ss. The rapidity of her compr'ehen-

I -

~wn was to her a misfortune; for relying 

'l.lpo_n it, she would t~ke no _pa-ins to fathom 

the_ d'epth of her subject, but content heT-

. ½,elf with a superfi,cial examination i Jlever 

reflecting, -or rather giving herself time to 

reflect, that no excellence can be attained 

:witli.out perseverance and attention. 
Her 

,· 

., 



.Her aunt had 'frequently mentioned her, 

<lcsire . of having her· nieces instructed in 

Italian; and Mary, who was ever caught 

by the soun4 of varie ty , '\.Vas eagerly anx~ , _ 

:i.pus · to comrnence the s.tudy. Mrs. Or­

mond's chief fear was, that -the same un­

~teacliness of temper:, and eage~ness. of di~- . 

posi.tio ~. which at first prompted her to 

set . about any new study or employment 

with afo.critv, would cause her soon ,to tire 
J 

0f ~t~ O vercome, ho ever, by the im-

por~unities of her nieces, she consentecl to 

engage a master to attend them~ ;,he had 

long since been recommended to one, but 

not having absolutely determined that her 

nicc_es should take lessons in the language,. ~ 

she bad not been introduced to him. Will­

ing, however, to oblige them, she no 

longer delayed, but writing to the fr ien<J 

who had nJ mec.l him to her, _rcqucstet~ her 

to send him ·over to the _park. 
Th 

- .· 
( 
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, The morning presented to Mrsi Ormond 

';¼ venerable white-headed man, who seem,­

ed bowed to .. the · ear_th by infirmity and 

melancholy; a patient resign~tion and dig­

nified sorrow-sat on his prow, which, con­

tracted either by reflection or study, over­

shadowed the lineaments of a: countenance 

infinitely interesti·ng. His address bespoke 

the polished _ gentleman , and his manners , 

Were as attractive and insinuating as his 

countenance was prepossessing. He ,,vas 

~oon engaged to attend Miss Horrisbys; and 

Mrs. Ormond found . him so generally well 

inform~d,, so sens.ible, and juJicious, that 

she considered his cornpany as aa acquisi.-

- tion; and found no time pass more ration­

ally, or pleasantly, than that which was 

passed in his company. Hence he became 

, a f;-~quent and welcome visitor at the Park. 

His mind was• well stored with · infofma- ' 

tion, ~nd it was disperised in so very .modest 
1 · '· and 

,, 

Si 



and unassu~ning a way, that his pupils ' 

coulcl not fail of receiving as much benefit 

from his general conversation, as from 'his 

particular instruction. Y ct still the same 

air of melancholy, which at first had struck 

Mrs. Ormond's observation, continued; ' 

nay, even increased. Deep ar:id· Iong-drawn 

s·ighs es-capeJ him; ?,nd at times half-uttered 

~jaculations. His looks .became altered, 

pale, thin, ,mJ emaciated; he seemed almost 
· sinking to , the gra,ze. -

~ rs. Ormond, who felt for the misfdr­

tunes of every one, was more .. than com­

mon] y interested for a man w hase conduct 

and abilities were evidently designed for a 

superior station~ It was not until some 

months had pas~cd, that she gathere'd 

courage suffi cient to enquire the cause of 

that determined melancholy with which he 

was so vis i~Iy oppressed. After some he­
sitat ion and in vard sttuggle, occ~sro1~e<l by 

the , 
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the· memory of past events, he resolved .to 

. reveal to his kind patroness the cause sh~ 

was solicitous to- learn; but begging · to be 

spared the pains a r~cit<1-l would inflict, pro­

mised to commit the little narrative of his 
' ..... 

life to paper. His promise was faithfully 

obs!!rved; m a few d~ys he deliv~red the 

following ac~oµnt of himself i'nto her 

handsp 



I. 

THE LIFE 

OF 

SIGNIOR ALDERDOS1l>ll. 

MADAM; 

THE benevolent reasons which have in­

clt1ced you to ask the cause of that heart­

felt grief which coJ1sumes me, are sud1 as 

not only do honor to the feelings of your 

own heart~ but take from me the power 

of negativi.ng your request. . 

Should the little histqty I have to make 

of myself and family; but prove a v,,arning­

to one only, (one too fond parent) I shall 

think my griefs not given in vain, but 

learn to extract good from t::vil ; and b~ 
thankful 
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thankful that I have been the means of 

'Savi~g others from the depth of despair in 
which I am plunged. 

My ancestors, Ma.clam, were natives of. 
Tuscany, ennobled by their ·;virtues _only; 
sufficiently rich to enjoy all the comforts 

·and a11 the . I"uxuries tha~ happy country 

a.ffoi·de<l. It was the misfortune of my 

fat her· (I call it misfortune) to 1?1arry the 
heir~ss of a French Nohleman, whose 
beauty {I _grieve to say it) was her chief 
r,ccommendation to his µotice, as the who1€t 

·~J her .property,- which w~ immense, was 

-entailed upon ~he .fi._rst male off.5pring of her 
ma;riage; prov idcd he married a French 

woman; if not, it w·as to <lesccnd to his 
-~ons, without the smallest b~nefit to him- , 
self. You may depen_d r:1y parents were 
solicitous for a son. Eight daughters saw 

the light er,e the so ,_much desired blessing 
w as g1ren; in the fourtecnth ,year of my 

mother's 
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mother's n~arriage., I was ' t;eceived into th• 
world :as the choicest gift Heaven could 

bestow. 9"f my infan~ years I shall say 
little ; but that from my cradle I wa.s 

taught to c·onsider mys~lf as a person of 
much importance; my .inclinations were, 
upOFl no account, to \le thwarted; my, will 
was the law of the house. From , my 
mother I received nothing but the tenderest 

indnlgence; she considered me as 1the onfy • 
r.eprese1;itativ.e of the Dukes de Chateau­
neuf; and in 1ne she hoped to see all their 

honors blossom with redo~1bled beauty. ' 

As I grew into· manhood, (pardon the 1 

egotjsm l was obliged . ~o use) her hopes 
and affections strengthened, by the ac­
counts she was constantly receiving from 
ny tutors, of my various improvements. 

At eighteen I quitted the be.iutiful vales 
.and shores of Tuscany for Paris, the then 
seat of every ars, elegance, and pleasun;, 

N that 

, . 
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thit could 1nake a residence in iJ <le1ightfol 

to youth. My introduction to i:ny mo-

. . · ther's relations threw ine into wh.1.t is 
. . 

called the best, out is frequently the most 
. - ✓ 

dangerous · co111pany. _I,. however, consi .. 

dering the natural impetuosity of youth, 

and the ' unlimit-ed inddgence i had, steered 

tolerably clear. of this dangerous scylla. 

, \ My passions were ne·t ei• very _yjo]ent; 1ny 

friends, there'for-e, found no occasion to 
I 

_t;urb th~m. I however gi·ew tir ed of Paris, 

and wi.th some. young · rhen,, who, like my­

self, were eager for -variety, q~itted France. 

Our proposed t?otu was .to th~ north~aFd~ 

and gaining a few letters of introduction; 

we set ,off for Poland. It was my fate to 

· ,b~ an ii:mate in the .l1ouse· of a no~leman, 

,vhose -daughter, in spite of the restrictions 

I lay -under, i privately m~rried. One of 

my · c0mpanio1is betraye<l. my secret, not 

only to _my wife's, but my father's f~mily; . 
the 

\ .. 

C 
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the consequence was, we were forbidden · 

to consider either of them as holding_ any 

degree of affinity to us. I will not enu .. 

merate - the disagreables we patiently en­

dured. I. returned to Paris ; 1rpy former 

friends no longer kn~w me.-1 was poor, 

-I was disowned. 

Pressed by want, I wrote .to my mother, 

informed her of my situation, and also of 

my being father to an iRfant', whose pierce,. 

ing cries for want almost deprived his mo­

ther of reason, and nearly drove me to 

despair. She condesce~ded to answer this 

letter; but how were we g~ieved, when 

we found that the only terms upon which 

she would consent to relieve us, was for us 

to S\.!rremler up our boy to her manage­

ment, nor upon any account presume to 

come near them. If this was complied 

with, we were to have an annuity equal to 

one hundred and twenty pounds English. 

N 2 I wiU 
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l will nor, Iviadam, describe the feelit?gs. 
'whi_ch distr'acted me upon the arrival of 

this" cruel alternative. l'vf y wife, who 
merits a better fate, ';"ould not _advise;, but 

- she bent in fondness over the co'u11tenance 
I 

_of our infant, and wetted his face with her 

tears. Ah ·1 what did she not suffer, when 

.· sh~ ' found t1:ie . child, who was nourished ~t 
her L)ospm, -

1 shoulcl be_· torn from· her ma,. 

ternal embrace, and separated from • her, 

rrobably for _ever! Yet so it was. - So 
hopeless was our state, that we were 

oblirTe<l to submit' to a measure tlie mo£t 
0 ' 

pain,ful. to an affectionate parent. , 

After this _ se_paration from our cliild we 
retired · into Montserrat, where , we lived till 

' our son had attained his nineteenth · ye~r; 

at w hich tirne Fra;1ee had' witnessed~ re­

volution, which had ov.crturn e<l her olcl 

government, and seen a ki1\g; whose hu­

manity for his people had sufferecl l1im t~ 

relax. 
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relax the arbitrary power which had so long 

restrained them, le<l a victim to the scaffold. 

The peaceful plains of l\1onserr~t too were 

deluging in bloo<l; a victorious army had 

entered and laid waste th~ hope~ of the 

lmsbandm.an, .and under th.e abused name 
' ' 

of liberty, hid committed enormities, at 

- which even savages woul~ blush. I knew 

not, till then, that the power of th'e no­

bl !'.!sse of France was overturned, tbat their 

estates were confiscated for the use of th<;: 

R ~public, ~nd tha~ n}os~ of tl}.erp. had emi • 

grated. 

For the last two year-s my annuity had 

~ ceased to. be paid; but this gave me little 

concern, I had farmed many years for my 

amusement, I now did it for my subsist­

ence ; but even the quiet possess~on of the 

frqi~s of our labour were denied u~, we . 

were to enter upon another scene of life; 

~llr hurnbl~ dwe1l~ng was plunqer~d, oqr 

N 3 lanq 
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fand°bepame the s'eat_of war, and w e \Vere 
- I -. 

forced to quit those~ smiling vallies whid~ 

had so Iong -af:ir<led u_s sheltet, to enter 

,, upon a worl,<l I had flattered myself I had 
1 quitted for evet, aricl again tb encounter 

111isery hi various shapes. In the hour of 

tlistress arn."d terror the heart naturally clings 

to s0me hope, 
0

3!gainst which it props itself 
for supp~n't. - . 

At this momen~ of ealainity, when equa-

1.ity oni~ \vas the 0rder of the day; when all 

d.istinctions of rank were levell C:d, a~;d su­

bordination ceased to.• be - preserved among 
- I 

the interior.walk of life, X though t ohly of 
1 my father. , I ihought, coc1ld I once more 

·reach those beautiful shorns, where first 

· 111y infant years were nu1turecl, and ·behold 

once -again the couqtenance of my p,f!-rents ' 

and child, everi the present weight of cala­

mity would be lessened, and I should again 

be h~ppy. Vain futile wishes ; alas i I 
kn~w 

: I 

I' 
sv 

I 
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-
knew not the miseries that awaited me; we , 

set oqt on our pilgrimage (for I ·can ca!l 

it no other) with hearts sunk in woe; the , 

little we had been able to save or turn into 

cash I ha4 secreted within the lining of my 

waistcoat; it was indeed but litqe; but as 

we were not solitary wanderers, as many 

besides ourselves were bending their course 

in search of a securer home, we mingled 

in small parties, sharing our little \~ith the ut-_ 

~nost frugality. We had part of the vastAp~ . 

pennines to cross, our littl-e troop si::parating 

when we came to the foot of that immense 

chain of mountains. Shall I tell you, 

, _Madam, the pang we experienced at part-

. ing? Ah! no: to recount them is but 

living over again. Griefs which have been 

swallowed up in superior woes. Yet, shall 

I never cease to regr~t that artless happy 

people, whose native benevolence, purity 

l of ~uiml, and simplicity of manners, m~<le 

them 
" , 
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them little able ' to cope with,'the rnultitud? 1 

of ·ills a commerce with the world - pro.,.. 

quces. 

After· much fatigue, anxiety, ancl weari,.. 

p~ss;- we at length reached Genoa. Herc 

• ,v;c~ rested a f~w days, r~viewing -the past, 

anticipati1Jg th€ future. At length we oh.,.. 

taj ned a feluccaJ. wb~d1 carried _us 'to Spez­

z i:i '; we were .now within the dukedom of -

Jviodena. I had formerly . contracted 'some 
-- acquaintances, who· resided there, anc1 of 

~hen:i I was first 'willing _ to obtai11 iptelli-:­

gence of my family, _ere I revealed myself 
to the.m. · But alas! the same misfortune 

1ivhidi had caused me -to emigrate from my 
peacefu l habitation, had so - completely 

o verwl1elrned them, tha.t not a vestige of 

th em was left behind. Again we set ~u~ 

on OU!' inauspi6o·p:, journey; again the tedi:­

f)US1 A.ppennincs wereto be crossed. Grand , 
' . . 

~ \YlP), suplin~c, ~ml majestic as t11ey were; 

I • muc½ 

0~ 

en 

dii 

ea 

al1 

rie 

no 

t1" 

Pat 

tne1 

, liJol 



\ 

MARY AND J ~NE !lOR'N$&Y,. 141 

' much as I admired the works . of nature, 

ai1d delighted to contemplate th~ ~~auties 
of creation, I could no longer take inte1:est 
in them. It is true, the grand outlin~, the 
immepse, magnitude and elegant j1-r~gulc;1..!."ity 

of this native barrier, even amidst all , WY . 
mental sufferings,, would, for a moment, 
abstract ·my thoughts; but the canker­

worm was within. I could not lqok at 

the alter~d countenance of my wife with­
out a pang; nor co1,1ld I witness the !)atient 

endurance and never tiring S.weetness of her 

disposition, without sighing; when I reflect--

ed that to me she was indebted for all the ~ 

adverse storms of fortune she had expe­

rienced; that but for me sh!_:! might even 

now have b~en living in her native coun. 

try, surrounded by affiue1}ce, and pq..rtici~ 
pa ting all the comforts of life. Could I 

the11 cease to condemn my&elf, wh~n I 
took a retrosp~ctiv~ view of the_ past, agd 

examined 
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examined the present? When I ref:lected ' 

that the ambition of man, and the frenzy 
' , 

of enthusia-sni, had driven us wanderers ( we 

scarcely knew whither) and exiles frotR 

those scenes of bliss and simplicity,_ where 

the· l~bour of our hands was sufficient 'for 

oui· support. 
· At length we re-acned the Arno •.. Ah! 

Madam, I cannot e~press what I felt at the 

3ight qf .t;ny. native river, when I contemp• 

lated its rippling surfa~e, and fancied I saw 

' :it laving the base of my p~ternal· honie, 

A glimpse of me,_ntal joy shot a~ross my 

heart, but .it soon; gave way to the . reflec­

tion 0f our forlorn state, and the agonizing 

coubts I entertained of our reception. 

_ -Having arrived a_t Leg~orn, I enquired 

out some old connections of my father's; 

but what a change does a period of eighteen 

yecj.rs exhibit! I was forgotten hy many, 
' ' 

a6arcely remembered by some, and proudly _ 
and 

' 

d' 

0 
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and haughtily questioned by others. After 

. much mortification sustained on my _part~ , 

I -at length learnt that my fatb~r· had beeu 

clead near five yeal"s; tJlat my sisters_ were 

all married and dispersed it) different di.r~c­

tions, and that my son had, in th~ general 

ruin in which France was ,~nvoJv~d, Jost all 

his property in that ,kingd9m ; but had sue ... 

ceeded to that ef his grandfather's, whic11 

had been considerably increased by the ad­

dition of some large legacies which ha~ 

been bequeathed him by various relations ; 

that my mother'~ anger against me was· still 

undiminished, and that my. son had 11ever 

been permitted to leave the castle. His 

gei:ieral character . I found to be that of a 

libertine, and that he was as much hated 

- .is feared by ~he peasantry, over whon~ he 

ruled with an iron hand. You will think, 

perh~ps, that I hacl little to hope, when I 

heard all these particulars; but I did, in 
spite 

• 
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'spite of all · the , discouragement I had te• 

ceived, still fondly believe, that the power-

- ful feelings of nature were yet alive in his 

breast, ~ni ·that' h~ could not see those to 

'whom he owed his existence without ac­

knowledging their claims;· and administer­

ing to their wants: l;lnder this i;Tipre.sion 

we j~urneyed to his ( or rather my mother's) 
· house. , 

In Tusi::a~y, Madam; na_ture is no niggard; 

the 'richness, fertilit.y, and lux uriance of the 

··soil,, demand but little from the hand of in­

<lus try ; the ground, like a Yond n10 thcr, em­

b races her offspring, and nouri;hes them 

fr0m her bo.som: Nature can scarcely ex­

' hihit'any 'fh mg more elegant, more vivid, or 

-more glowing, than an ·1tai ian · landscape. , 

: Her groves of limes, citron., ol,rnge, my1:tl e., 
,.i°n<l jessa1nine, regale the sigh t with th_eir 

r icl~ness and beauty, an<l char:rr~i . the se1~ses 

· ·fQ-ith thei_l' -odours. . The- towc-1:ing . hills~ 
I ' 

either 

- --

lat 



either broken into irregular_ chasms, , or 

_rich with purple clusters of ~uscious grape 

which ado_rn their sides, whiit the sons and 

daughters of labour are continually attend­

ing, singing their simply interesting la,ys, 

wat~hing the time ~hen the ·cares of hus­

bandry shall ~e -rewarded by the ripening . 

of the vintage, and , anticipating the pro­

duct of the· r labours, ·afford to the specu­

lative mincl ample room for reflection. The 

rich autumnal tinge of mellow eyening, 

shedding its softened rays over a country 

so peculiarly favoured by nature; exhibit­

jng a number of fantastic shadows, which, 

,vhile its declining beams are spr<.iading 

their faint light on the immensti Appen­

nines, and which, broken and in~gular, 

diffuse different shades, have indeed a 

sublime effect upon the imagination, and· 

are sufficient to ingender the theories of . 

romance. 
0 Forgive 
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Forgive me this digression. 'Forgive my 
localiry, Alas! Tuscany, Italy, is na 
longe~ what it was. War, with all its 
attendant . horrors, has 4epopulated her . . \' 

· t0.w .. ns and villages, lq,id waste her vin,e. 
· yards, razed her palaces, and . overturned 
her re1igion.-An<l for what? But again, 

_Madam, ~ -must inrreat your pardon. I 
·am ·writing as I would speak, a,s I feel; bu~ 
to resmpe my nar-ratfve. 

It was one of those mild an<l ge11tle 
eyc;:nings, . when, afrer enduring the burn­
ing heats of ·clay, the peasant flings himself 
_beneath the u111brageous shade of some 

· wide\ spr~ad ing tree, and• takes his flagcl et; 
enjoys the soft breezes which are playing 
amidst- the s·urrounding foliage, and serves 
as an accompaniment to the to~es he pro­
«foces. 

On such an evening as this, when ·,dl 
:a bund breathed peace and harmony, we 

arrived 

,, 
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arrived at my paternal home. The faces 
; 

of the domestics were new to me; I en-

quired {or my son, at that instant he cross~ 

eel the hall. Ah!' Madam, when the ser• 

vant said, " that, Sir, is my master;" my 

wife, overcome by a variety of emotions, 

· fell senseless in my arms: ~he ~as b:::>rne 

into an 3idjoiniri§ room, in which sac my 

mother. Good Heaven, what did I not 

feel! She looked at me with an enquiring . 

eye, she traced in mr. features a likeness 

to which she ha<l formerly been much ac .. 

customecl, but which she could not imfne­

diatel y recollect. I was too busied w:iltch­

ing returning animation in my wife, to at­

tend to· the variations of countenance in 

my mother; yet I involuntarily sprang to 

her feet, I knelt, bowed my head on her 

knees, and burst into tears. The strange­

ness of the incident, the flying likeness she 

hac.l detected in the lineaments of a coun-
o 2 tenance, 
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. . 
t1ma.nce, ··once so loved, awaked her t5 
sus1ticions, for which she c~uld not ac­
count, but wliich were verified by th'e re- , 
cov~ry of my wife, who had sca1~cely com- ' 
man~ of her se1.Uses, before she enquirecf, _ 
in _ iaccenls of n?aternal tendernes~ and anx-
iety, for her son. This -completely led my 

_ rn,,other to the knowledge of who I was. 
Shall I, Madam, retrace tpe -s_cene that 
pass~d? No, it is impossible; .Jang·uage _ •' ' 
is inadequa_te· to do justice to it : r..or can 
my harrassed feelings bear the retrospc~t. 
'Suffice .. it to ' Say, that my mothe"i- felt the 
victim o( her revenge and anger; for, un-

- able to restrain the impetuous passions to 
_ . which the sight of me' gave rise, they in­

creased -to such an height, that she broke ,._ 
a blood-vessel,- which terminate1l ber ex­
istence 111- less than- four and twerity hours 
after our · arrival, maintaining her anger 
again~t me to the last; and even when de~ 

, prived, 
t 
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prived . of the pow~r of articu1ation1 ' her 

angry frown and gestures drove me from 

her bedside, by which I knelt to intreat i 

last blessing. 

Of my son I have hitherto said little;, 

he received and acknowledged us with as 

much affection as I coul<l expect, consider­

ing the sentiments in which he had been 

-educated, and the idea he was taught to 
entertain of us. After a short residence 

' 
with him I found his pa.ssions were his 

mas ter, that · his prin~ip1es were free, and 

his notions libertine. Yet, vyith all, , I 
found he hacl,soine sparks of native bene­

volence, _ that his heart was not' naturally 

depraved, and that, had a ·proper education 

been given him, and his evil dispositions_ 

a~1d habits checked in their growth, he 

might have become a shining ornament, 

a~d a- viuable member of socTety. To · 

c:radicatc principles long fo-::ed, or to com- - , l 
o s bat 

• J 
t 
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-
bat rhe p\ejudices of habit, 1 are two things 

v~ry difficult.Ao .perform. Youth, natu­

rally opiniated, frequrntly obsti1:ate, and 

, h~a<lstrong, ' will not always be governed, 

, either by the mild ·dictates of reason, or by 

the au~hority ·which relationship assumes. · 

Maoy, many were the errors I saw my son 
; 

' , ' - hacl imbibed: high-spirited, , daring~ impe-

t4ous; and an anxious follower of what is . 

falsely called pleasure. . He could little 

brook either controul or c_ont1✓adiction. 'By 
mild persuasion~ or gentle remonstrance, 

~ strove to correct- the foibl~s of his ,y"outh', -

an<l, teach . h1m to hol~ the rein over his 

p_a.ssions; but my words might have as well 

be~n delivered to the wind·, they made _no 

' impression. It is true, he civilly attended 

to all I said;· yet I sometimes saw the sneer 

of contempt pass a.cross his features. His 
' ' 

mother, who, in recovering her son, seem-
' ( ' 

~d to have lost th_e remembrance of every 
I , pa~t 

' 
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past grief, excused his conduc:t, as the effect 

of too much indulgence, begged me to be 

gentle in my repro~fs, as , she feared, their 

being too constantly repeated, might l~ad 

him to dislike his home, and shun. me. as 

a ·censurer upon his acrions. In compli. 

ance with her . request . I ceased to remon"" 

Strate. Yet once more, upon the commis­

sion of an enormity, which even maternal 

affection could not excuse~ I ventured to 

reprove. Alas! Madam, ,I am now come 

to a part of my narrative which will 

wound t.he breast of evf?,ry parent. He, 
I 

fired at my interfer~nce in hi_s pleasures, 

incensed at the lectures he ha<l drawn upon 

himself, bade me remember, that tho.ugh 

I was I:iis father, _he was my ·master; that_ 

to hi m I owed the bread I ate, · and upon 

him depended for every comfort in life. 

'Tis a painful task, Madam, for a father 

to recount th.e errors of a child, to drag his 

v1~e 
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_vices i~1to,public notice, a~d have l?.im held 
up, as _ a mirror of defqrmity to mankin_d . 

. yet_you ask, and I .cannot say nay. Our , 
quarrel increp.sed, (this was not a speech - ~ 

· to soften my· ai1ger) one word brought on 
I . -

another, till I was _a second time forced . , 

from_ ·my paternal hon~c by the m1na'tural 

hands of a son. 
~ 

My wi(e, my patie~t en_during wife, felt· 
this agonizing stro~e as.- the last pang of ' 
nature ;· in the anger of her heart she ut~ 
tered a heavy male.diction upon that' darl­
ing son, wh~se errors, rill • now, she had 
paliated; whose vices she· attributed tq , . 

youth and inexperi'enc~. I c·amior, Madam, 
d~tail · lor~ upon 'this ,...tmgtateful subject. 
Dete1;niined to be no long~runclerobligationi 

, to an· unfeeling child; for the ebullition of 
whose passion, . ha:ving once vented · itself, 
gave place to repentance; he would now 
bav~ willingly recall'e<l us to his ·mamion, 

but 
' 
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but his 'reperitance was too late. I forga¥e . · 
him, but I cbuld not forget the indignity 
offered me; I felt as a man, as a father. 

Collecting tlie little wealth we possess­
ed, vv~ one~ more sat out on our tedious 
journey,'"' without a hope to cling to, 0r 
_pleasurable idea fo inspirit us ; stung to , 
the heart ny the conduct of a being to . 
whbm we had looked for all the little com-
fort we could now enjoy-the little good 
that presented itself. A carriage conveyed 
u:; to Legl1orn, where we resolved to re­
adjust ·our plans. l\!Iy wife, with all the 
partiality of local attachment, propos dour 
going to Poland, _ described it as a country, 
where, in our presen~ situation, we sh0u Id .. 
find a secure asylum; there ~he hope<l too 
to meet some of her relations, and to be 
noticed by them; but we had li\ ed upon _ 
hope, and experienced her fallacies. I dis­
c~r<led her, therefore, from my bosom, re-
ol ved no _longer to be tempted.by her-_illu- ' 

il011 , 

. . . 
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~ions, or duped by th~ pha1itoms she reared 

, to oelt1de. I woul<l not, therefore, listen 

·· ro this proposal.. Indee.d the unhappy state 

t>f Poland w'as in itselfr cause sufficient to 

' tnake a residence in it unpleasant. I had . 
\ , 

tried friends, I was sLck of the word ; I could 
. I 

.1116t, to ·a .woman who had suffered so much 

on my acc~unt, absolutely negative a re- , 

quest so nat~ra1ly- ·made. I therefore 

evaded i't, ~y saying that the empire was so 

<lismemb~red, and its political · dissen_sions 

so prevailing, together with its being a, 

j~urney too expensive for the present state 

of out .finances, that it would be not only 

impolitic, qut imprudent to venture it. 

!n the early part of my life I had become 

_acquainted with an Englishman of the name 

/qf Roberts; at the time that 0ur intimaey 

was forming _into sornethi~g -like friend­

ship, he was ordered from Paris to attend 

·-his father, who was upon the point of .. 
death • 

I 

,. 
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death. My friend, I knew, h~d great and 

powerful connections in his native land, 

and, I believed, could I but find him out, · 

he wo_ul9, ~ith the generosity common to, 

his n~tion, point out some w~y in which 

I could support myself, and '1ssist me by 
his countenance. The more I revolyed 

this idea in my mind, the more it gathered 

strength. I therefore hastened to the quay- ­

to seek a vessel to transport us to this 

happy island, Here, to my great a~tonish­

ment, I met the very gentlep1an upon 

whom I dwelt for my futur.e prospects ; 

our surprise at meeting wa,s extreme, at 
first he✓ scarcely recollected me, but the 

features of his face were indelibly fixed 

upon my memory; a pedoq of near twenty 

years had not altered his col\ntenance., his 

life had passed in quiet, uniforqiit.y, and 

happiness. The hand, therefore, of afflic­

tion had not contaminated him with her 

touch, 

? 
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pc:nich, or caused a wrinkle on his cheek. 
We adjourried fo an hotel; here I recount- -
e<l the sad history of my eventful life. I 
told h1_m eur situation, I neither exagg~ra­
te<l or jqn,ceale,d facts, but let him briefly 
into my present and fotvre prospects. He 
was _a.ffect~J at my reGital, and promised 
me .his c1:ssist';,nce'. -, 1--Ie was as good as his 
'\:Ord; by his means 1,rea~hed t~is coun­
try, from the letters he wrote to his friends 
I Jeri~ed_c'redit and consGquence; and 

,t hrot~gh his ree:-om,mendati?fl 'was appo.in~d 
to the office of linguist ~~ - s·ecrefary to. 
(he ' ~nvoy. 

, Fortune, 1 believed, had ceased to per~ 
secpte me; and but for the unnatural con--: 
duct of my soh, I ·should have been happy. 
The-Tuscan territories had fall~n also into -· 
the hands of the French · C onqueror. _ I 
thought- of ~ny s911, I wished fo . obtai11· a 
. ;1wwledge of his fate; I was soon to lea'n~ 

,/ 
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it. Crossing one ~f the sq~ares at . the 
west end of_ the town, I met him~; -I could 

scarcely believe my senses: he saw me, a 

>sense of shame, at that momen t, I believe, 

came acrqss him; a deep . crimson ' ove1:-:­

spread his cheeks, he ' faultered out his 

surpris~, his grief, his sorrow, for what 

had passed, begged me to forgive hi1i1,-to 

suffer him to see his mother. ~ature spoke 

loucHy in his favor, I couJ<l not forget that 

I was his father, that h~ was my son. ~ I 
took him home with me, in an i.qstant all · 

was forgotten., all was forgiven. Ife se­

capitulatecl the ci.rcumstances whi~h had 
, / 

driven him from Tuscany. I ~rill nor. re-

peat them, yo u can suppose that the same 

cause which <lrove me . from 1vfontserrat, 

sent hin--; a \van<ler_cr to F.ngland . But a~ 

he had l rough t away with him plenty o'r 

- money, and was known to many Engllsh, he -

had pot yet e. ·periencecl any of the i11r.01~­

ye11191cei 



I 
I 

· iss MAav ~ND JANE HORNsnv. 

veniences attending theJife of an unhappy 
emigrant: he entP-red with avidity into all 
those scenes 0£ pleasure that the capi(al 
-holds out to allur~ the gay, the giddy, and 
the dissipa-tecl. His fortune w_as unequal 
to his expence;,, \Vhat he brought with 

, him ~a~ soon spent. He applied to me, I 
a~'sisted him; the doors of his paternal 

, home\· were opea to him; he took . up his 
' abode with us ; at first _ his life was pretty 

regular; _he next took to staying out at 
nights -; he hacl got connected with a set 
of ri:en who live by depredations commit­
ted upon the public. Of his immoralities 
and)1 is vices I heard from every q~arter. 
I had tried ·rhe powers of a·rgument, of re­
monstrance, all ·· was ineffectual; he had 
given Limself up to a course of vice there 
was no restraining Unable to brook re­
.Proof, conscious 0£ desei'ving it, we saw 

till 
, , 

I 
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out little of him. I had assisted his pocket · 

till I left my own empty. 
To. add to my griefs, the Envoy _._, 

in whose suite I was, was recalled. I thus. ' 
' 

_ lost the m_eans of support; drained by my son 

on one hand, my wife :ying dangerously 

ill on the other, I contracted debts I was 

unable to repay. ,I was threatened with 

a prison, I fled for refuge to this neighbour­

hood, where, to add to the sum of my,. 
woes 2 a few weeks since I heard that . my 

unf~rtunate son, hurried on from one de- ' 

gree of vice to another, had hecon1e ameaA1:• · 

:, able to the laws , of the country, having 

c01nmitted a highway robbe~y, for which 

he was apprehended, and now lies under 

sentence of death in D orchester goal. 

This, Madam, is the cause of that woe 

w hich my face so faithfu ll y pourtrays. My 

wife, the patient partner of all my. sorrows, 

p 2 lies 
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lies on the bed of sickness, myself am 
threarene<l w ith a pr.ison; an~ my son, oh ·! 
honor, horror! when I think, of the fa te 
fhat ~wa-its him; my old heart shrinks w ith­
in itself, ancl I am reaqy to~ exclaim with 
Job, ': the measure of my woes is more. 
than I can ·bea1::•}. ,.. 

Never, for my sake, may a parent upon 
:my considera ti-on be tcrnpted to give up 
hi~ child, but regard him as a sacred de­
P?Sit intrustecl to him by heaven , to,whom 
he is ?Ccountable for the good o)· ill that 
a'tten·<l~ him. Ahd oh ! may his story be ·a 
warning to the youth of both sexes; that 

. reli~ion is . the basis upon which the su­
perstructure of their future good is to be 
raised to inte-Q"rity and honor; and that 0 , 

the child w ho performs his duty by the 
authors of his being, is giving the 'b~st se- -
curity for his con:<luct through life. 

And 

l\ 
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' 
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-
· And let parents also remember, that to 

false indulgencies, a11d a mi§judged edu­

cation, children are frequently indebted for 

all the miseries of their future lives. 

, 

The feelings and benevolence of Mt's . 

o ·rmond were much i11terested in th-is sim­

ple narrative, an~ she determined to try 

her utmost to relieve th_e misery with 

which this worthy man was oppressed. 

She took an early opportunity of enquiring .· "" 

the . e~tent of his pecunia~y embarrass­

ments, when finding that fifty pounds 

;vould set him clear from his creditors, she 
I 

instantly advanced it, and then sought 01.1t 

means to be of service to his family. 

Anxi~us to hear if the prisoner h ad a~1y 

connections, that, in such :in emergency, 

r 3 could 
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could befriend him, sl_le ordered her c1ar .. , 
riag~, ~nd sat off, accompanied by . her . 
ni-eces, for Dor~hester goal. Here the · 
s~enes ,of misery, with which vice :had be- -

1 come famili~r, ·struck upon their feelings 
wjtq ·a, degree of horro~ they had never be-

- fore experience<l. They were soon in- · 
troduced · to the young Alaerdosini; but 
what were their ·se;sations when they 

I 

traced in his {eatures those of the man that: 
had rob.bed them ? Surprise for a moment 
deprived them 0f speech, and in that rno­
-ment d1eir faces were r~collected by the 

• I-' , pnsoner. 

I 

" Do you- too come to arraign mer" 
I ' 

Alas!'' said he, " am I not sufficiently 
punished? am I not almost at the eve of 

. executiqn? A few sh_ort days, and this life , 
w hioh dawned so bri

0
abtlv, which rose in 

I J 

such splendour, w ill be shut in darkness,. 
in ignominy, in death.H . 

The 
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TI1e accent with which this was uttered, 

convinced Mrs. Ormond, that th€ feel~ngs 

of this unhappy young man were more 

wounded by the disgraceful fate tha~ await­

ed him, than by the near approach of death. 

Assuring him that she came not to oppress 

- him, ,but to serve him ; she besought him to 

tell her in~ what she could befriend him ; 

and if he had any friends to whom ·she 

could apply on his behalf. , Being answer. 

ed in the negative, sl~e enquired if' the cir. 

cumstances of his crime were of · such a 

nature as to precl_ude _ the possibility of 

' - mercy from the sovereign. 

She then learnt, that they had heen of 

sue~ a complexion, th:it . mercy extended, 

to him, would be a1-:i abuse of tha~ justice 

which was due to the public. 

"Besides, Niadam,'' he continued, "the 

extent ?f my crimes you are prohahly un-

1 acqu1inted with. N egl,igent of all the 

relative 
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r~lative- d1:1ties of life,_ I have ~ver walked 
in a ~couvse wl~ich must ultimately have 

-some fatal termfnation. From childhood 

J was wayward, fretful, inipatient of con-

, tradi~tion, and anxious for revenge; -as I 
.grew towards manhqod tl~e same propen­

~icies continued. I added to my bad qua­

J~ries pro_fanenes~, arid negl ect a~d contempt 
, of the.duties of religion; under the sedu:cing 
n_ame of pl~as·ure. I engaged in sce~1-es 

wh1ch serv ed to strengthen me in my ba-d 

-h~its. To rep~·oof I had from a child.been. . , 

unaccustorned, I could not therefore be pa .. 
, tient under it. · When an-i ved at a more 
mature age, I hav+, :Madam, broken ev,ery 
tie, divi_ne or human:- I\.1 y mind was un­
~ual to resist the first temptation to -do 

w rong, and· ra.pi<l was my futu re progress; 

by graclu-al. steps I reached the climax of 
-,vickedness. Abs ! the tempta tions to 

vice i,lre- many, ;rnd happy ar~ they who 

escap.~ 

\ 
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escape them. · Let young i:ieople be warn­

. ed in time; le~ them from their cradle, 

be taught to reflecr, that though the paths 
' of vice may for a shQrt time appear alluring, _· 

yet the miserjes, the sorrows, and disgrace, · 

a <leviation from recti tude produces, can ,,, 

never be recompensed by ar:iy of thos fal­

lacious joys which must be purchase<l at 

so dear a rate as the hss of mental peace. 

The internal sati faction a consciousness of 

having acted right produces , can - never be 

too clearly purchased. Ah! Ma la•-r , none 
- . 

but those who have acted otherwise, earl ,. 

tell the sleepless nights , agitated days, and 

constant apprehensions whicn the wrerched 

being indures, who having ~nee swerved 

from the paths of virtue, hears in· every 

breeze the voi~e of his own condemnation. 

Happy, happier by far, is the lowest pea­

sant, that earn·s his brea<l with honesty, and 

enjoys it, without inward reproach, tha11 

· ilie 

I., 
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the most ~plendid station, the most brilliant 
prospects , can produce, if unaccompanied ~ , ~ 

by honour and-conscious-- rectitude. I have 
lived to little purpose. In die sacl retro, 
spection ~hidi the hours of solitary con-

. .finement prnduces, I cannot find one vir ... 
tue in my h·ean~ ~ourished to perfectio1J· 

"At the age o~ twenty-five I am about 
to pay my life a forfeit for my vices; in ... 
stead of smoothing, the las,t 11ours of the 
aut~01~s . of my heing, I plunge th~n into 
.misery. The•blush of shame overspread.s 

. the~r aged cheeks for the crimes for which 
I suff.er, an~ the manner of my end. They 
hear my nam'e balled about every street, as 
a warning to others. Ca~ they look in. 
the face ' of happy parents · without regret•· , 
tiHg their own unfortunate chiki? Can 
they see a youth following the paths I trod, 
w ithout reflecting, that by such means I ' 
arriyed at the saJ fate which now awaits ~ 

me? 
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me? !hns, Madtrin, e~ery circumstance 

will contribute to aggravate their grief and 

disgrace, and my memory be a lasting re­

proach. 
'~ I am resigne? to my fate, I· feel con­

scious of having deserved it, and am UI -

worthy that any interest should be exerted 

in my behalf.· Yet let me say, that were 

my time to come again, I should, I think,. ' 

act differently; or at least,. ,the repentance I 

now feel, deceives me." 

After much conversation, Iv'Irs. Ormond 
I 

and her nieces departed ; the former im-

mediately wrote to her brother, to procure, 

if possible, a reprieve and reverse of sent .. 

ehce for this unhappy young man. , 

Mr. Hornsby interested himself so much 

on this occasion, that he was ' ordered to. ' 

be transported for fourteen years. 

Mrs. Ormond had no sooner obtained 

this desired boon, than she informed his 
father, · 
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_father, who was him-self the bearer of the news. 

The gratitude Sjgnior A lclerdosini ex: 
pressed_ and felt was boundl es ·; i'. he nev r 

\ to be for.gotten dis trrace of a public execu- . , 
., . 0 

tion wou ld be n~w - done away; and, h e 
trusted, that with bis e~ile the cnme tor 
which , he was doomed to sulfer, would be 
no longer remembered. 

TJ,he old man could now look up; he 
introduced his wife to his benef;a.ctress, ancl 
they-found; in the steadi~e~s and co.nsist­
ence vvhich ·ever influenced he r conduct, 
a frien.dsbip anJ tenderness to which t. ey 
had long been strangers, and which smooth-
ed th,e rdnpant of their years . 1 

Signior Alde·rdo~ini, - do~bly boun<l by 
gratitude as well a~<; interest, joined' his 
encleavpurs wirh those of his patroness to 
eradicate fa1se princ iples _from the minds of 
his pu_{)ils, and it1still i~ their place-such as 

woulcl 

I -

.. '\ 

a: 
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.. w ou1cl contribu~e to insure their future 

happiness. The endeavour succeeded to 1 · 

the ~tmost. ' \ 

Mary and J ~ne H9rnsby, divested of 

those errors wh ich had h eretofo1:e rendered 

them unamiahle , found in the exercise of 

their reasoning powers, and practice of the 

virtues which hacl been so strongly po inted 

out to them , that · to be goc <l is to be 

happy; and that no r eal h appiness can be 

experienced without a conduct at once-con­

sistent an<l active in the punmits of virtue 

and religion. 

et" 

FIN IS. 
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' _Tire Review.en sjttak if t{iis Work as fallows: I . 

'' This is ·a very agreeable and well arranged 
_ 1\lfocellany, to which we hearlily wish success. 
Indeed the Volumes, as inienrled for the Benefit. 
and Amusement of Young Persons, are zmexc_tp­
tionab[y good. It is r~markably well and cor­
rectly printed; which, in . a work professedly 
produced- for 'youth, )s a circurpstance of rio 
trifling importance. The idea of giving opi­
nions on publications inten1ed for juvenile read. 
e.rs,or for schools,. i~ useful cJ;ndwell executed," 
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