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MARY CAMPBELL. 

CHAPTER I. 

MARY CAMPBELL was born in the 

East Indies, and lived there with her father 

and mother till she was eight years old. 

At that time she was sent to England for 

the benefit of education. Her grandfather 

lived at Liverpool, and Mary was placed 

under his guardianship . She did not live 

with him, for he was an old gentleman, 

and his family consisted only of his servants 

and himself; and he knew that Mary's 

education would proceed but slowly, unless 

she was sent to a good school. He only kept 

her with him, therefore, for six months after 

her arrival, in order to become acquainted 

with her temper and disposition, and then 



4 MARY CAMPBELL; OR, 

sent her to a school about thirty miles from 
Liverpool, where he knew she would have 
great opportunities of improvement, and 
might be very happy, if she chose to make 
a proper use of her advantages. 

Mary was, on the whole, what is usually 
considered a very good girl; and the lady 

· under whose care she was placed was very 
kind to her: sothatshewasquitehappy; and 
year after year passed away very quickly. 
She spent her holidays with her grandfa­
ther; and, though he often said, he feared 
she would grow tired of being ~.o much with 
an old man, she never found any thing but 
pleasure in his society. He was very fond of 
hearing her read, and he very kindly chose 
such books as he thought she would under­
stand and like; and he was always ready to 
stop before she was tired of reading, and to 
explain any thing which was not quite clear 
to her at first. Then he was seldom too 
busy to hear her talk, and she used to open 
her whole heart to him, and to tell him what 
passed in her mind, as freely as she would 
have done to her own mamma. He had a 
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'l'HE AFFECTIONATE GRANDDAUGHTER. 5 

very pretty garden, and he taught her how 

to take care of it, and helped her to work in 

it, when he was able. He drove her out 

almost every day in his low chaise, and 

there was scarcely a place within twenty 

miles of Liverpool, which they did not fre­

quently visit in their excursions. He had 

built some cottages in the country, and had 

put into them the best and most industrious 

tenants he could find; and one of the old 

gentleman's greatest delights was to do 

good to them, and to every one who needed 

his kind offices. He employed Mary to as­

sist him in his works of charity, and it was 

a g reat pleasure to her to doso . Theywere 

very happy together, and Mary was pleased 

to be able to promote her grandfather's 

comfort. She did all she could for him. 

She nursed him tenderly when he had the 

gout, to which·he was subject; she was al­

ways cheerful, and ready to oblige; and 

never thought any thing tiresome which 

could entertain him. She did not care about 

the newspapers, and would never have read 

one for her own plea ure; but she made it 

. 3 
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a part of her daily business to read them to 
;1 her grandfather; and she took care to sup-

press all signs of weariness when she was Ci 

lai reading debates which she did not under-
stand. 

. los1 

Many people pitied Mary very much, 
de1 and thought that she would lose all her 

cheerfulness, if she spent three months of frc 

every year with her grandfather. A a-en- ric 
0 

tleman who called one afternoon, while ~a 

Mary was reading the newspaper, told his oec 

wife, on his return home, that he was sure fort 

poor Mary Campbell would be moped to ~~ 

death; and that it was ruining the girl for ~l1 

ever to make an old woman of her at her 1ad 

age; but if this same gentleman had hap- 1no: 

pened to call an hour later, just before the \ee1 

candles were lighted, he would have been go 

surprised indeed to see the old man en- noj 

gaged in something little short of an actual 1 

t romp with his grandchild. If Mary had a r, 

spent her whole time at home, (as she called I'~ 

it,) there might have been dang er of her nin 

being unlike other girls of her age; but Dec 

her intercourse with her school companions ne 

r,f., 
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prevented any such risk; and to those who 

knew her, it seemed as probable that her 

hair should turn grey, as that she should 

lose her spirits and gaiety. 
The only two subjects of anxiety which 

depressed her mind, were the separation 

from her parents, and the fear, the con­

viction, that her grandfather's health was 

gradually b'reaking up, and his strength 

declining. As to her parents, she com­

forted herself with the hope that they would 

return to England. This hope was held out 

to her by them from year to year; and she · 

had their promise,that if any circumstances 

should delay their return beyond her seven­

teenth birthday, she should be allowed to 

go out to join them in India. With these 

hopes she was obliged to be content. 

With respect to him whom she loved as 

a parent, he had fears which increased, 

rather than diminis11ed, every time she saw 

him. She observed that hi!:! attacks of gout 

became more frequent and severe, and that 

he wa less able to preserve his cheerful­

ness under them. She thought ?f his great 
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' ag·e, and of the improbability of his living 

'till her r eturn to England, if she should go 

:out once more to India. She sometimes 

persuaded herself, that it would be her duty 

not to leave him, however long her meet­

ing with her parents might be deferred, if 

she could obtain their consent to defer that 

meeting. Sometimes she even doubted 

whether his life would be p rolonged till the 

time appointed for ber departure; and then 

she trembled at the idea of being left, not 

without friends, but without a relation in 

this country. She b ecame more and more 

unwilling to quit her home when the ho ­

lidays were over, and continually more 

anxious to hear from her grandfath er, or 

from Mrs. L ee, his housekeeper, who used 

to write when her master was r endered un­

able to do so by gout, or by that languor 

and weakness which grew upon him very 

sensibly. 
Mary was fifteen at the time of which I 

am writing. Mrs. F arrant's school ( at which 

she was) was to break up for the Christ­

mas hol idays, in about a week. It was Mrs. 

co 
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Farrant's custom to give a dance to her 

pupils, the week before their departure for 

their several homes. Mary was as fond of 

dancing as any one, and she entered with 

her whole heart into the enjoyment of this 

annual pleasure; so that when she counted 

the days which were to elapse before she 

could see her grandfather, she did not 

forget how rapidly the important evening 

was also approaching. She was, this year, 

one of the oldest scholars, and consequently 

one of the most important persons in the 

arrangements for the dance; which were 

committed by Mrs. Farrant, in a great de­

gree, to the management of the young 

people themselves. 1VIarywas applied to by 

all the younger girls, for advice and assist­

ance about their little affairs. She super­

intended the practi ing of their quadrilles, 

and helped them in all their preparations: 

hut, in the midst of this happy bustle, a 

letter arrived, which put an end to her gay 

anlicipation , and cau ed much orrow and 

much speculation among her schoolfellows. 

It was from Mrs. Lee, who wrote as fol-

lows.-
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"DEAR Mrss MARY, 

" You will not expect to hear from me 

again so soon; but I think you would not 

be pleased if I did not write, as I have to 

tell you that my master is ill, and suffering 

much from the gout. You need not he 

frigh.tened, Miss, because there is no dan­

ger;· but I never saw my master so bad 

before, or so low in his spirits; and I think 

the sight of you would make him cheer up, 

and get better. So he thinks himself, and 

says; or I should not have ventured to ask 

you to come home before the holidays be­

gin. But 1t seems to me, that the few days 

that remain will not signify much to you, 

and they do to my master; so, perhaps, 

Miss Mary, you will please to come, if Mrs. 

Farrant does not disapprove. My master 

sends his love to you, and bids me say, he 

desires you will not come till Thursday, as 

he would not liave you miss the dance on 

Wednesday, on any account; and he would 

not let you know so soon, but he. thinks you 

can make ready to be off on Thursday. So 

I hope we shall see you theu, Miss: and, 

in the mean time, I tell you again what 

}O 

lo I 
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the doctor tells me, that there is no kind of 

danger at present, and remain, 

" Dear Miss Mary, 
" Yours, respectfully, 

" SusAN LEE." 

Mary carried her letter to Mrs. Farrant 

as soon as she had read it. 

" You shall certainly go, my dear, if 

you wish it," said she . 

" On Thursday, ma'am?" 

"As you please, my dear. 

said Mary. 
If you wish 

to go sooner, you may." 

'' 0 ! thank you, ma'am. I should like 

to go as soon as possible. If I can do him 

any good, the sooner I go the better." 

" I hope you are not alarmed, Mary? 

You see Mrs . Lee says expressly that there 

is no danger: and I think your grandfath~r 

will be concerned that you should lose the 

pleasure of your dance. Consider well be­

fore you decide." 
" I quite' believe Mrs. Lee, when she 

says th ere is no danger," replied Mary; 

" but J am sure J could not enjoy the dance 
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at all, if I knew he was ill, and wanting me. 

all the time. If I tell him so, he will not be 

sorry that I gave it up; for he only wishes 

me to do what I like best. So I should like 

to go as soon as I can, if you please, ma'am: 

that is, if you do not think it wrong ." 

"-I think you perfectly right, my dear: 

and, in your case, I should decide as you 

do . It happens very fortunately that my 

brother is going to Liverpool, this after­

noon, by the coach. He will take charge 

of you, and see you safe home, I have no 

doubt." 
"Then I may go and pack_up my things, 

may I, ma'am?" 
" Yes, my dear; and I will come pre­

sently to assist you. W ~ shall be sorry to 

lose you so soon; but it cannot be helped; 

and you will be sure to write and tell me 

how you find your grandfather." 

When Mary's approaching departure 

was announced to her schoolfellows, the 

regrets expressed were various and great. 

Some of the little ones declared that they 

should lose half their pleasu re by her ab-. 
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sence; and some of the older girls attempted 

to persuade her to stay. Mary was almost 

sorry that she had shewed any one Mrs. 

Lee's letter, so many were the arguments 

to which it gave occasion. 
"Well! I cannot see why you should 

go yet, as there is no danger," said one. 

"I think," said another," that it is Mary's 

duty to stay, because her grandpa pa wishes 

it. I thought, Mary, that you liked to do 

what he wishes, always?" 
" So I do," replied Mary; "but in this 

instance it is his kindness for me which leads 

him to deny himself: and I cannot bear to 

enjoy any pleasure at the expence of his 

comfort. It would be no pleasure to me 
then." · 

"But two days would make scarcely any 

difference: and, besides, you would have 

a great deal to tell him about the dance, 

which would amuse him very much. And 

we want you, too, for many things that you 

were to manage for us. I think you ought 

to con ider us a little.'' 
"Jane Cooper will take my place," said 

B 
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Mary. " I will tell her all that ought to 

be done. So I must go and finish what I 

have to do." 
"I should think it my duty to obey my 

grand papa; and so I am sure Mrs. Far­

rant would say too," cried one of the girls, 
1as Mary was leaving the room. 

"Mrs. Farrant thinks me right in deter­

mining to go,'' replied Mary, with gentle­

ness: "and, I am sure, if I see my grand­

father at all better to--morrow evening for 
I 

my being with _him, it will give me more 

pleasure than any dance evei: did or ever 

will afford." 
Before the time arrived for Mary's de­

parture, Mrs. Farrant signified to the girls 

her approbation of her conduct : so that 

they soon saw the matter in its true light, 

and° were ready to submit to their disap­

pointment, and to bid her farewell with 

every n\ark of affection and sympathy. 

The gentleman with whom she travelled 

saw her safe to her own door, where she 

was received with much delight by Mrs. 

Lee. Mr. Campbell was not better, and 
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so low in spirits, that his housekeeper was 

afraid of the effect of any surprise . She 

therefore begged Mary to stay below for 

a little while, that she might prepare him 

to see her. 
Mary did so, and took off her bonnet and 

pelisse, that she might be able to remain 

with her grandpapa when she was admit­

ted to his apartment. In about ten minutes 

Mrs. Lee called her, and in another mo­

ment she was in his arms. His expressions 

of affection, as he pressed her to his heart, 

repaid her at once for any sacrifice she 

might have made; and she thought that it 

would have been dreadful ingratitude to 

have deprived him of any degree of com­

fort which it was in her power to bestow. 

She saw how weak his spirits were, for the 

tears started in his eyes when she said how 

fortunate it was that an opportunity of per­

forming the journey had occurred that 

very day . And when he saw how happy 

he seemed to be with him, he was easily 

persuaded to give up his regret for her 

having sacrificed the dance . When they 
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had finished their ·tea, and Mrs. Lee had 
made the fire blaze, and Mary sat down 
on the footstool close by her gr;m<lpapa's 
couch,'. he began to forget his pain, and to 
be more cheerful than he had been for a 
very long time before. Mary was sur­
prised to find what little trifles were suffi­
cient to amuse him. She was not aware 
how very much he loved her, and how pre­
cious her society was to him, now that he 
was wearied with illness and solitude. He 
sat up an hour longer than usual; and 
when he dismissed her to her rest, he said 
he thought he should sleep better than he 
had done for many nights. Mrs. Lee slept 
in a room which opened into her master's, 
so that she could be with him in an instant 
if he wanted her; and she always knew 
when he was restless, and when he slept. 
She told Mary in the morning, that though 
he had been in pain during part of the 
night, he had gained some rest; and that 
he had said, that the thought of his dear 
girl being in the house quite cheered him, 
and lightened his pain. It did not make 
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Mary vain to hear these things, for she did • 

not suppose that it was any merit of her 

own which made her grandpapa so fond 

of her. But she was very grateful, and 

expressed her gratitude in her prayers, for 

being able to do any good to one she loved 

so much. She was at his bed-side as soon 

as he awoke in the morning, and as she 

moved about the room, to stir his fire and 

to bring him his breakfast, he followed her 

with his eyes, and seemed to be afraid lest 

she should leave him. But he was too kind 

and too reasonable to wish to confine her 

always t<_> his room; and when she had, 

according to old cu tom, read him a por­

tion of the Bible, he proceeded to lay ~ 

plan for the occupation of each day. 

She was to practise her music for an 

hour every morning. Mr. Campbell was 

very fond of music, and as the piano was 

in the drawing-room, on the same floor 

with his apartment, he could hear her play 

when his door was left open. :Mary could 

p1R.y very well, and had brought home 

some new mu ic, which she thought vould 

n 3 



18 · MARY CAMPBELL; on, 

please her grandpapa, She was then to 

take her walk whenever the weather would 

allow; and he begged her to look round for 

a companion, who would walk with her, or 

visit her whenever she liked. He desired, 

too, that she would never decline any invi­

tation on his account; for he could not bear 

the idea of shutting her out from the so­

ciety of companions of her own age. Mary 

determined, in her own mind, that every 

evening should be spent by her grand­

papa's sofa; but, to please him, she pro­

mised that she would call on Mrs. Gowen, 

who lived near, and who had always been 

ready to shew kindness to her, to ask leave 

to walk occasionally with her young peo­

ple. The interval between her return from 

her walk and dinner-time, was to be spent 

in reading aloud, when Mr. Campbell'was 

able to bear it. In the afternoon, he tried to 

obtain some sleep; and Mary might then 

amuse herself as she pleased. And, in the 

evening, the newspaper was to be read, 

and any other occupation followed to which 

th eir inclination might lead. 



THE AFFECTIONATE GRANDDAUGHTER, 19 

CHAPTER II. 

T1rn book which was chosen for their daily 

entertainment was the Life and Correspon­

dence of Dr. Franklin. Mr. Campbell had 

been well acquainted with Dr. Franklin in 

former times, and therefore felt peculiar 

interest in reading h is memoirs; and the 

remarks which he made, and the recollec­

tions which every page called forth, made 

Mary enter into the entertainment of it as 

complcte1y as hims_elf. 

She had heard so much of Dr. Franklin, 

and all that she had heard was so favoura­

ble to his character, that it surprised her 

very much to find how his youth had been 

passed . He had been idle, and in some in­

stances very unprincipled; and, while she 

admired the honesty with which he related 

his own faults, she could not help wonder­

ing that a youth so passed, should have led 

to o useful a manhood, and so ·honoured 

an old age. When she had finished that 
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part of his life which is written by himself, 
Mr. Campbell asked her what she thought 
of his character so far . 

" I admire some things about it very 
much," replied Mary; "but it is not at all 
like what I expected. However, the ac­
count would have been very different, if it 
had been written by another person." 

" Where would have been the diffe­
rence, my dear?" 

"I think, we should either have heard 
nothing at all of his running away from his 
brother, and his strange behaviour to Miss 
Read, and his making use of the money 
that was entrusted to him, or they would 
have been lightly mentioned, and excuses 
found for him; and his good qualities would 
have been brought more forward." 

"It is certainly right to remember that, 
Mary, when we are judging his character. 
And do not you think that we ought to ho­
nour him for having publicly condemned 
himself for these faults, as severely as the 
most rigid moralist could condemn him?" 

"Y cs," repli ed Mary; "but still-· -" 

tn 
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"Ilut what, my dear?" 

" Why, it seems wrong to find fault with 

a man for his candour in owning his sins, 

and I do not find fault either; but I won­

der he could ay what he does about them." 

" Do you mean, my dear, that if you 

had committed such faults, you could not 

have owned them as frankly?" 

" I think so; and, moreover, I am afraid 

that I do not wish for the disposition to do 

so, at lea t, in the manner in which Dr. 

Franklin speaks of them. I think I could 

acknowledge every thing to an intimate 

friend, or to my own family, but not to the 

world." 
":aut if these faults were publicly known, 

as some of them were, the injury to public 

moral surely required public reparation ." 

" But do not yon think, grandpapa, that 

his conduct afterwards was acknowledg­

ment enough that he had been wrong ? 

No one who knew Dr. Franklin in the lat­

ter part of hi life, could suppo e that he 

did not disapprove many thing which he 

· did in his outh." 
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"True; but if he thought a further re­
paration necessary, surely you will not 
quarrel with him for the delicacy of his 
conscience." 

"That word' delicacy,' helps me to ex­
plain what I mean," said Mary; "if, in­
deed, I know my own meaning. I think 
the manner of making his confession shews 
a want of delicacy." 

"Take care that this very word does not 
mislead you, my dear. Dr. Franklin's de­
licacy of conscience led him to confess his 
errors; his delicacy of feeling towards 
himself, in other words, his pride, would 
prompt him to keep his repentance to him­
self. To which ought he to yield-to pride, 
or principle ?" 

"O, grandpapa, that is clear enough; 
and if that was exactly my meaning, I 
should be wrong,indeed. But I think some­
thing better than pride might have changed 
his manner of expressing himself about the 
sins of his youth. His pride could only be 
concerned as far as he regarded the opi­
nions of men; and he seems to have been 

lo 
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very nobly independent of them. But if 

he had thought as seriously as I should of 

his faults, there would have been some­

thing deeper than pride in his mind, which 

would have made him pass over his repen­

tance in silence~" 
" I think I can explain your own feel­

ings for you now, my dear. We agree, 

that when a wrong is done, reparation is 

due; and that to bring himself to make it 

publicly, a man must have very strong 

principles of duty, and a noble indepen­

dence of the opinions of the world; but 

that a due sense of the extent of his sin, 

and a proper awe of the holiness of that 

Being against whom he has offended, 

would lead him to express his sorrow in a 

different manner from what Dr. Franklin 

has done." 
"That is exactly what I feel, grand­

papa. If he felt that, besides the account 

which he settled with the world, he had 

anotp.er between his conscience and his 

God, he would have done nobly indeed." 

"But unless we could see into hi mind, 
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Mary, how can we tell that he did not feel 
this? What right have we to interfere with 
his private repentance ?" 

"None at all, certainly," replied Mary. 
"We can only judge of his feelings by his 
words and actions; and I do think that, in 
th~s ir~.stance, he does not speak with seri­
ousness enough. He shewed that his re­
pentance was sincere, by his perfect inte-

Cl[ 
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g rity afterwards; but I do not think a very 
t,J\ 

religious man would have called a crime ,. 
ho 

'an erratum,' which he would correct, if 
he had to pass his life over again." 

"I quite agree with you there, my dear. 
He would not himself have allowed that he 
was not a religious man; and he certainly 
had a religion, such as it was: but when I 
admire his character, it is because he was 
so good, in spite of the grand deficiency 
which I lamented every day that I sp_ent 
in his society. He was a wise and a good 
man; but I always thought his wisdom the 
wisdom of this world. It was the best of 
worldly wisdom, I grant; but it wanted 
the vigour and depth of that which is from 

lilo 
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above. His goodness was wonderful, ad­

mirable, considering the deficiency of his 

principles; and his example may well 

shame tho e who, professing better prin­

ciples, fall far behind him in action; but I 

always felt, when with him, a deep regret 

for the absence of that which would have 

given a higher elevation to his views, a 

greater efficacy to his example, and a more 

solemn anction to our friendship, and our 

hopes of re-union in another state ." 

" Did he ever talk with you on these 

subjects?" enquired Mary. 

"Ile was fond of talking on subjects of 

morality," replied Mr. Campbell; "but 

his relig-ious view were so vague and so 

visionary, that I was surprised that he 

could venture to trifle on so serious a suh-­

j ect. And though no man may dare to say 

of another, how far hi religious views in­

fluence hi conduct, every one has a right 

to form ajuJgment a to the effect they may 

produce, if promulgated. I told Dr. Frank­

lin very often, that though his creed (if 

. uch it mig·ht be called) was not likely to 

C 
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do much harm, it could do no good what­
ever; and I therefore urged him to keep it 
to himself, at any rate till he was convinced 
of its truth. I believe he was conscious that 
his professed belief would not bear exami­
nation, for he said very little about it." 

"And what were his religious views?" 
enquired Mary. 

" I believe we shall find them in his own 
words, when we read further," replied Mr. 
Campbell; "so suppose we proceed." 

Mary did so, but was soon interrupted 
by the entrance of Mrs . Lee, who came to 
tell ber that a young lady was waiting be­
low to see her. Mary ran down stairs, and 
found her friend Jane Cooper, who had 
just arrived at home, after the breaking up 
of Mrs. Farrant's school. She could not 
stay many minutes, and her errand was to 
bring Mary a prize, which had unexpect­
edly been awarded to her in her absence. 
Mary wished to hear a great deal about 
the dance, and many other matters of in­
terest ; but Jane was. obliged to hasten 
home. She asked Mary to accompany her, 
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and to spend the day; but Mary did not 

think it right to leave her grandpapa. 

They then agreed to walk together the 

next morning, and Mary ran up to Mr. 

Campbell to ask his permission. He rea­

dily gave it, and desired Mary to ask her 

young fri end to dine with her, saying that, 

if he was well enough, he should enjoy see­

ing them together; and if not, they could 

amuse themselves down stairs . Jane pro­

mised to come; and, as soon as she was 

gone, Mary carried her little parcel up 

stairs, to shew her grandpapa its contents. 

" , v hat is your prize for, my dear?" he 

asked . "For general good conduct? or 

for progress in some particular study?" 

" I do not know yet," replied Mary, 

breaking one eal after another of the well­

secured parcel; "but I suppose it is for 

music; th at was the only one I at all ex­

pected to have , and Harriet Smith was my 

only riv al there. Lady Russell's L etters t" 

she aid at length; and, after examining 

th e book for a few moment , she handed 

it to Mr. Campbell, who eagerly felt for 
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his spectacles, and tried to steady his shak­
ing hand while he read what Mrs. Farrant 
had written in the blank page at the begin­
ning of the volume; for he guessed that it 
was something which Mary would scarcely 
like to read herself. She would, indeed, 
have ~lushed to do so; for the book was 
presented as a testimony of approbation of 
her general an4 uniform good conduct. 

"I thought, when I saw it, that it was 
too valuable for a music prize," said Mary, 
as her grandpapa kissed her; " and I am 
very glad that it is a different one ." 

" This is certainly more creditable to 
you," replied Mr. Campbell; "but you do 
not mean that you would object to having 
a prize for music?" 

"Certainly not, if Mrs. Farrant chose to 
give it to me. But there is a great diffe­
rence between gaining a mark of appro­
bation like this, and a reward for some 
particular accomplishment." 

"But why not both?" 
" Because I never feel quite sure that 

all is right when I am trying for a prize. 
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One cannot try for a prize for general 

good conduct, you know; no girl could go 

on for six months t6gether trying-to do her 

duty, just for the sake of a prize: so there 

is the satisfaction of hoping that one is 

really improving, if such a testimony comes 

of itself. But it is very easy to get on well 

with music or drawing, while one goes 

back in every thing else." 

"No doubt, my dear, if there is not 

conscience enough to prevent such a sa-

crifice." · 
" 0, but, grandpa pa, you do not know 

how great the temptation is," cried Mary, 

while she b}ushed deeply. "You Jo not 

know how difficult it is to give exactly the 

right degree of time and attention to each 

particular thing, when one knows that by 

neglecting one thing just a little, one may 

get a prize and a great deal of credit for 

another." 
" Y cs, my love, I do know, for I tried 

for prizes too, when I was young; and I 

found, a - perhaps yo~ will find, that it was 

very good for me sometime to lo. ea prize 
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which I expected_ to gain. Did you say 
you were glad this is not the music prize?'' 

" Yes," replied Mary. "I am glad, be­
cause I know it is good for me; but I am 
a little disappointed too," she added, half 
laughing. "vVhen I came home, I gave 
up all thoughts of having any prize, be­
cause I left school before the breaking up; 
but when I saw that there was one, I sup­
posed at once it was the music prize. I 
really thought I had got on faster than 
Harriet Smith, and-" 

"And you think so still, my dear." 
"Why, no;'' replied Mary. "Mrs. Far­

. rant must know best; but--" 
" B~t what, my love?" 
"I was thinking," said Mary, blushing 

again, "that it serves me quite right, for 
having given up any thing for the sake of 
this prize. I tried too much for it, and so 
I deserve to lose it." 

"My good, candid girl!" said Mr. 
Campbell, drawing her towards him; "I 
am glad you have told me what is. passing 
in your mind. Now finish your confes-
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sion, and tell me what you gave up for the 

sake of this prize." 
"I did not attend quite so much to my 

drawing, becau·se I knew I had no chance 

there." 
"And did Harriet Smith neglect draw-

ing, or any thing else?" 

" Yes, she did; and that is the very thing, 

grandpapa. If I had practised a very lit­

tle more, I should have had the prize; and 

now I am very sorry that I gave up so 

much for it as I did ." 

"Would you have felt this sorrow, if you 

had gained your object?" 

"Perhaps not." 
" Then it may, indeed, be a good thing 

for you to have lost it, and as bad a thing 

for Harriet Smith that she has succeeded." 

" So I think, grandpa pa; because it 

seems like an encouragement to her to do 

the same thing another time. I sometimes 

feel that if Mrs. Farrant knew all that the 

girls think, and say, and do, about the 

prize , she would be very much at a loss 

how to do justice. Now, in thi ca$e, sh;c> 
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can have no idea that Harriet Smith has 
not acted quite fairly by me." 

"Any more t.han that yon have not acted 
quite fairly by her, or yourself." 

"I was going to say so, grand papa." 
"But;my dear, Mrs. Farrant knows that 

if there is too much striving after one par­
ticular prize, the punishment will certainly 
follow . When Harriet Smith tries for the 
drawing prize, by-and-by, she will fincl 
the disadvantage of her present neglect of 
drawing. This, though a remote conse­
quence, is a very sure one ." 

" True, grand papa; but the reward is 
immediate ." 

" And therefore hurtful, I grant, my 
dear. y OU and I might very possihly agree 
as to the system of prize-giving, if we kept 
school. As it is, you must comply with the 
established custom; endeavouring, hence­
forward, to avoid the slightest sacrifice of 
principle to it. I think your ambition has 
not done you much harm yet," he added, 
pressing her hand, " for your old grand­
father's comfort is dearer to you than your 
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prizes. You gave tl1em up at once when 

you heard I was ill ." 
" To be sure, grandpapa. Who would 

not?" 
Though Mr. Campbell was able to talk 

cheerfully sometimes, and though his spirits 

rose after Mary's return, Mrs. Lee did not 

think that he gained ground on the whole. 

She began to imagine that gout was not his 

only complaint, and that his cofi.Stitution was 

rapidly breaking up . He evidently thought 

so himself; for he told her that he was 

rather unea y that his worldly affai1·s were 

not entirely settled; and he made arrange­

ments for concluding every thing as soon as 

po ible . His ~olicitor was appointed to 

come the next day, when a new will was to 

be igned and sealed . Mary was not so un­

easy about her grandfather's state, as Mrs. 

Lee. She saw him tolerably cheerful, and 

as fond of her conversation as ever; and if, 

when she helped to remove him from his 

bed to hi ofa, she ob erved that he was 

le s able to support him elf, she attributed 

his feebleness to his long confinement, and 
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hoped that, as the gout was leaving him, 
he would soon recover his strength in some 
degree . The medical man talked every day 
of the disappearance of the gouty symp­
toms, and of his soon getting about again; 
and as Mr. Campbell made no observation 
on what he said, Mary believed it all. 

"\Vhen she returned from her walk with 
Jane Cooper, she stepped softly to the sofa 
where Mr. Campbell was lying. He open­
ed his eyes as she approached. 

" I hope I did not waken you," said 
Mary. " Were you asleep?" 

"No, my love; I was only thinking what 
a blessed thing is a respite from pain, such 
as I have had all this morning." 

" But you are not strong to-day, grand­
papa; and I came to ask you whether Jane 
Cooper had not better come some other 
day, instead of staying now. Mrs. Cooper 
has sent you some fine grapes, and she 
begs you will have no scruple in dismissing 
Jane, if you are not well enough to see her, 
or to spare me." 

"lV[rs.Cooper is very kind," replied IVIr. 
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Campbell, "but it will be an amusement 

to me to see the young lady; and I wish to 

thank her myself for the grapes ." 

Jane Cooper stayed accordingly. She was 

about Mary's age, and the forwardest g irl 

in Mrs. Farrant's school. She was forward 

in more ways than one ; in manner~ as 

much as in attainments. She was particu­

larly clever, and very ambitious; so that 

she outstripped all her schoolfellows. This 

gave her a degree of self-confidence, which 

made her no favourite with her young 

companions, and imparted a freedom to 

her manner , when she had once broken 

through the reserve which she assumed for 

a time in the presence of strangers, which 

was not at all pleasing in one so young. It 

wa not the frankness of an innocent and 

affectionate heart, but the overflowings of 

a conceit which made her imagine that her 

conversation must be acceptable to every 

body. Her best friends, however, agreed 

in saying, that she turned her worst side 

outward , and that she had some very ~ne 

qualities, which would, some time or other, 
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be developed, to the wonder of her com­
mon acquaintance, if, by any means, she 
could be humbled, and made to sink to her 
proper level in her own esteem. It will 
easily be believed that she was not a very 
intimate friend of Mary's, though they were 
oneasyterms. Janewaswillingto acknow­
ledge all Mary's excellenc es, as long as she 
was convinced that they were inferior to her 
own; and Mary felt the advantage of asso­
ciating with a person who infused a spirit 
of alacrity-and enterprise into her, in which 
she was naturally rather deficient. Amiable 
as she was, she was sometimes provoked at 
Jane's absurd conceit; but she usually felt 
more pity than vexation, and, humble as 
were her hopes, she was strenuous in her 
endeavours to improve the girl who was 
far from believing that she needed any im­
provement whatever. 
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CHAPTER III. 

KNOWING that Mr. Campbell had long 

been confined to his apartment, with no 

other companions than his housekeeper and 

his granddaughter, Jane determined to be 

particularly entertaining. But it was not 

her way to begin at once: and when they 

entered Mr. Campbell's room after dinner, 

she walked in with a very stately air, and 

replied to his greeting with a profound 

courtesy. The questions which he asked, 

in order to set conversation a-going, were 

met with concise and well-worded replies. 

This formality lasted long enough to make 

Mary afraid that the visit would occasion 

more fatigue than amusement to her grand­

fathet: but at length the subject of the 

dance was started. When Jane had once 

begun, on she went; and a most amusing 

story she made of the events of the even­

ing. She quizzed the whole party most 

unmercifully; and related so mWJy strange 

D 
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incidents, that the wonder was how they 
could all have happened on the same day. 
Mr. Campbell knew nothing of the persons 
of whom she spoke; but he lay very quiet­
ly listening to the young lady, who thoug ht 
that she was giving him a prodigiously 
high idea of her talents . 

" Do you know, M ary, as soon as you 
were gone, Ellen Francis wanted to take 
your place in the management; and she 
went about, so busy, among the little ones; 
and then she came to me, to consult about 
the quadrilles. But I would have nothing 
to say to her; so she sent little Marianne 
to complain to M rs. Farrant." 

" And what did Mrs. Farrant say'?" 
" 0, she said what I knew she would : 

that we must settle all such matters among 
ourselves, for she would not interfere . So 
then I told the whole school, that if they 
left every thing to me, the whole affair 
should g o off as smoothly as possible ; but 
I really would not answer for the conse­
quences, if there was any confusion in the 
management. So Ellen resigned, and I 
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had all my own way ; and nothing could 

be better: every body said so ." 

" And did Ellen give up with a good 

grace?" 
" 0 yes; she knew it was the only thing 

she could do . So she set about making her 

dress as like yours as possible . It suited 

her so well; she looked quite pretty." 

" I think she always does," said Mary; 

"she is so happy-tempered." 

" 0 yes, she is. But she was very nearly 

put out for once. It was my fault; but 

really it was almost impossible to help it. 

You know she has been busy for weeks, in 

secret, painting a card-box for Mrs. Far­

rant, with a beautiful group upon the lid:­

Canova's dancing nymphs, if you remem­

ber. '"r ell, I never recollected that Mrs. 

Farrant had not seen the group, and was 

not to see it till the box was given her; in 

fact, I never thought of Mrs. Farrant at all. 

I saw, at once, that this group was just 

the thing to chalk on the floor for the first 

quadrille; so, without thinking of asking 

leave, I took it; and as 1 let nobody into 
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~he dandng-room but Emily Hobson, who 
'helped me with the chalking, and as she 
knew nothing of Ellen's box, there was 
nobody to remind me, you know. So, when 
poor Ellen saw it, she really could hardly 
help crying." 

"That really wae too bad," cried Mary. 
"It was,'' replied Jane. -~' And what 

made it the more provoking was, that I 
had altered it-improved it very much. 
You know,» she continued, seeing a half­
smile on Marfs face, "one may say such 
a thing;' because, though the figures are 
Canova's, the grouping is not; the thrne 
nymphs being, at this moment, as far apart 
asRussia,Italy,and England. Sol thought 
I might make two of them change places; 
and you cannot think what an improve­
ment it was. Ellen's looked quite poor 
after it: and Mrs. Farrant admired mine 
so much, that Ellen carried her box home 
with her, to give to somebody who has 
never seen the group. I was very sorry, 
I assure you; but I have promised to make 
up for it as well as I can. I am looking 
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round for some other designs for her, and 

I will help her with another box next half­

year. I comfort her with telling her that 

she draws better now, and if she goes on 

to improve as she has done lately, the box. 

will be better worth Mrs. Farrant's accept­

ance than this would have been. She was 

so good-tempered about it, after the first. 

mom~nt, that I quite admired her; and I 

told her that it made me the more sorry ." 

" I hope so, indeed," said Mary. " But 

I do wonder that you could be so thought-

less." 
"O, my dear, if you knew all I had to 

think about, you would not wonder. I had 

your share and my own, and a deal besides. 

I abella Davies wanted my help as much 

as any body. You know what a wretched 

wardrobe she came with, this half-year. 

Well, the poor girl was quite in a fright 

when the dance was first talked of, because 

he knew she had not a frock she could 

put on. So, after a consultation with Mrs. 

Farrant, she ventured to write home, to 

ask for a new dre , for the occa ion. H er 
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mamma wrote word that she might expect 
a beautiful fr~ck, ready made, to arrive in 
time. Arrive it did: but, as to its being a 
beauty- it was a very pretty silk, but..so 
made! It was too small in every part; it 
was actually impossible to get it on. There 
was no matching i.he silk, and the poor girl 
was frightened at the very idea of altering 
it without her mamma's leave. However, 
I put some courage into her, and to work 
we went. I got some gauze the same 
colour, and made some long full sleeves; 
then I took out the short sleeves, which 
were very foll, and got enough out of them, 
to let out the front with a stomacher, and 
alter the back. You cannot think how nice 
it looks. I am sure Mrs. Davies must ap­
prove it, and I think she owes me some 
thanks for my pains; for we got up two 
hours before it was light, for three morn­
ings, to work at it." 

" Did all Mrs. Farrant's friends go who 
were expected?" asked Mary; "or had you 
some disappointments ?" 

" Almost every body came," replied 
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Jane. "Miss Beaufort failed us, which I 

was sorry for. She is a beautiful dancer, 

and a very nice girl, and nearer my own 

age than any of the visitors besides. She was 

ill with a cold; so Mrs. Beaufort brought a 

niece instead of her. But, Mary, you never 

saw such a poor awkward girl. I reaJ}y 

did not know what to do with her. She 

seemed as if she had never been in com-• 

pany before, though she must have been 

eighteen at the least. She was put into my 
charge, so I did not let the girls laugh any 

more than I could not possibly help . She 

came in a plain white frock, without sash, 

or necklace, or any such thing. The first 

thing she did was to let fall the sugar-tongs; 

and then she was so frightened at the clat­

ter she made, that she spilled her tea. And 

when she stood up to dance her quadrille, 

(would you believe it?) she thought the 

chalked part of the floor was not to be 

danced on; so she kept most carefully on 

the outside of it, and when she had to cross 

over, she stood stock still, not daring to 

demoli h our handywork. The girls aH 
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laughed outright. She looked · as fright­
ened outside the chalk, as a hen would 
have been in it." 

" And how did you help her?" enquired 
Mary. 

" I saw she knew the figure, if she was 
once s~t off: so I gave her a push, and 
away she went, and got through very pros,. 
perously, with the exception of one terrible 
tumble, when she shook the whole room. 
The only other misfortune that befel her 
was that her hair came down." 

''Jane, I am sure you are joking." 
"All true, upon my honour, Mary. And 

when she went away, I heard her thank 
Mrs. Farrant for a very pleasant evening. 
If I were she, I should turn hot whenever 
I thought of it, all my life long." 

~, Perhaps," said Mr. Campbell, " she 
reckons too much on the good-nature of the 
company, to be aware what a very ridi-
culous figure she made." . 

" She must know that it was impossible 
to help laug hing ," said Jane. " Her aunt 
fe lt it; for she said to me, 'I must bespeak 
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your good-nature on behalf of my niece, 

who would make a better figure in your 

school-room than your ball-room. She has 

lived with her papa in the country till lately, 

and was never in a large party before.' " 

" And you refused youi- good-nature, I 

conclude?" said Mary. 

" You are pleased to be severe, Miss 

Mary," replied Jane. "Well, perhaps it 

· is too bad to have told you all this; but I 

did not think of it, and can't help it now; 

so pray forget it all as fast as you can. To 

make up for it, I must tell you what a kind 

thing Emily Hobson did for l\rliss Airey. 

You know Miss Airey had been reckon­

ing on this dance for weeks; and she cares 

a great deal about dress and so forth . She 

was to come rather earlier than the rest of 

the company, as she lives so far off; and 

we were therefore very much surprised 

when seven o'clock struck, and he had not 

arrived. At la t he came, but in such a 

plight a you never saw. The fly that she 

came in broke down by the way, and she 

had to stand in the road for a long time be .. 
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fore another could be got. Her dress was 
all dirtied and torn, and her hair out of 
curl, and her flowers crushed and spoiled. 
But Emily soon set all to rights. She made 
;tVfiss Airey put on her dress, while . she 
wore her common dancing-frock; and she 
even took the flowers out of her own hair, 
and put them into Miss Airey's. Emily 
was the plainest-dressed girl in the room, 
except one or two, and scarcely any body 
knew the reason; and that made me think 
her almost too good-natured." 

"I had rather have been Emily than 
Miss Airey,'.' said Mary. "Why should 
not she have worn the plain frock?" 

"Why, indeed," replied Jane, "I told 
Emily so; but she only smiled. I know 
what was in her thoughts, though she did 
not speak. 'Miss Airey cares about her 
dress, and I do not.' " 

" I thought you said," observed Mary, 
as soon as there was a pause, "that every 
thing went right, and as smoothly as pos­
sible: and yet you have told us of a great 
variety of misfortunes.n 
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" O, my dear," replied Jane, "I only 

spoke to what was under my management. 

It would be strange, indeed, if all the con­

cerns of fifty people went right, even for 

one evening. N o! I only meant, that in 

my department all was successful. Your 

absence, yo u know, was a great misfor­

tune of itself-for us, I mean,,, she added, 

recollecting that Mr. Campbell heard her. 

"You cannot think how every body wishecl 

for you. And I, though I got through 

without you, should have been very glad 

of your help, I assure you ." 

" I think it happened very well," said 

Mary, laughing; "you do not appear to 

have minded the trouble, and the credit is 

all your own." 
" My dear Mary !" said Jane, trying to 

look modest. 
"A re you very fond of thi young lady, 

Mary?" said M r. Campbell, when Jane 

was gone. 
" No, grandpapa,not very. But indeed 

she appeared to g reat disadvantage this 

evening. I never heard her run on so be-
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fore . · I do believe it was partly from a 
wish to amuse you. It is a pity she do.es 
not know better how to please you." 

"She has not exactly hit upon the means, 
certainly," replied Mr. Campbell. 

" I wish you may see her again," said 
Mary, "that you may find out what very 
fine points there are in her character. She 
is really very active and industrious, and 
desirous to do good; and, in her actions, 
very generous." 

" I will take her good qualities upon 
trust, my dea1·; and we will hope that a 
certain ' unruly little member' will be put 
under greater restraint by-and-by." 

" That puts me in mind of something I 
want to ask you," said Mary: "but not just 
now," (for the time-piece struck ten while 
she was speaking.) "It is very late, and I 
am afraid we have tired you too much." 

" If I should sleep, the fatigue will have 
been good for me, my dear. Ring for Mrs. 
Lee, and then go to your rest; and I will 
hear to.morrow what you want to say to 
me." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

I the morning, when Mary helped to 

dress her grandfather, and to settle him on 

l1is couch, she thought him more feeble 

than she had yet seen him. "You are not 

so well to-day, I fear," she said. 

" I am weak, my love, but not ill. 

I have no pain; and am ready to talk 

with you, 01· to hear you read Dr. 

Franklin's life. Which are you most 

incline<l for?" 
" I am afraid you are not strong enough 

for either, grandpapa." 
" Yes, I am. Let me hear what it is 

you want to ask me." 
"I want to know whether you think we 

were wrong in talking so much about Dr. 

Franklin's faults, the other day. We had, to 

be sure, only read the earlier part of hi me­

moir then; the only part which relates to 

hi faults: and now, that we know more of 

hi virtues, we might talk differently. But 
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were we severe or unjust in making the 
remarks we did?" 

"I think not, my dear. If I remember 
right, we said nothing more than was ac­
tually true; nothing more than must natu­
rally arise in the mind of every thinking 
person, who entertains our views, in read­
ing the work." 

~' But is it right to say all we think, 
whether it be favourable or otherwise?" 

" That must depend on circumstances 
entirely. When I checked you the other 
day, in the midst of a story about Mrs. 
Simmons's shabby behaviour about a ser­
vant, I gave you my reasons ; and I think . 
you quite agree with me, that you were 
wrong. My reasons for recommending you 
to keep to yourself what you had heard, 
were, that we could not ascertain whether 
the whole or any part of the story was true, 
or had been faithfully represented; that, 
supposjng it true, it was no business of ours, 
we knowing little of Mrs. Simmons; that it 
was a wa_ste of time to talk on a useless 
subject; and, above all, that, to dwell on 
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the .faults of others, from any but a consci­
entious motive, is the surest way to impair 
the benevolent affections, and to foster those 
habits of mind which are fatal to Christian 
charity ." 

"Those were your reasons, grandpapa, 
I remember." 

"And how far do they apply to the pre­
sent case? Are we sure that Dr. Frank­
lin's story is true ?" 

" 0 yes, grand papa; because he tells 
it himself." -

" Is it any business of ours to criticise his 

character?" 
" I think it is," said Mary, "because we 

got the book for the very purpose. I want­
ed to know wbat his whole character was, 
rather than the events of his times. If they 
had been my object, I might have learned 
them from the history of England." 

"To be sure, my dear. Nothing can 
be more natural and proper, than for two 
or more friends, who read a book together, 
to communicate their thoughts upon it, as 
lhey ari e. It was our business, then, to re-
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mark on this cha1~acter, as we read. ~r as 
•our subject a useless one, and our time 
therefore wasted ?" 

" I think not," said Mary; " for I am 
sure I find it very useful to observe how 
characters are formed by circumstances, 
and how they alter continually; how bad 
.ones are made good, and how good ones 
go on to improve, or even, how they some­
times degenerate." 

" If we observe with right intentions, 
and hold them up as examples or warnings 
to ourselves, it is indeed a useful exercise," 
replied Mr. Campbell: "and if biography 
is not read with this view, it had better not 
be read at all. And this leads to the last 
question-Did we speak ~f Dr. Franklin's 
faults from a conscientious motive?" 

Mary hesitated; and Mr.Campbell con­
tinued. "My motive, if I mistake not, was 
to warn you against the erroneous thought 
which is too likely to arise in the mind of a 
youthful reader of these memoirs, name I y, if 
Dr. Franklin was so great, so good, so use­
ful, so honoured, and beloved, with only a 
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very spurious kind of religion, so may I. 

He reached the pinnacle of fame and hap­

piness, independently of religion: surely, 

then, I may do without it. My object was 

to put you on the watch, during the re­

mainder of his history, that you may be 

prepared for the remarks I shall make at 

the end of it. Now, what was your mo­

tive?" 
" I do not think I had any particular 

motive at the time," said Mary. 

" You mean, you did not reflect on youl' 

motives, my dear . Nobody speaks or acts 

without a motive ." 
"\V e1l, then, I suppose it was curiosity, 

because I was intere ted in Dr. Franklin's 

character. And I was surprised, too, that 

he should turn out so well, after having 

played such pranks in his youth ." 

" You spoke, in fact, the thoughts which 

naturally arose in your mind. With respect 

to a published book, this is allowable and 

useful, if we are careful to keep clear of 

prejudice , and to make all due allowances 

for faults. \Vith respect lo living charac .. 

:E3 
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ters, we mus~ exercise a stronger restrafot 
over our judgments; for, it is next to im­
possible to comprehend all the circum­
stances in which a living person is placed, 
and to form an accurate judgment of his 
conduct, till the springs and consequences 
of his actions are fully developed: and we 
also owe him so much jnstice and charity, 
as to abstain from injuring his reputation, 
or impairing our own benevolent feelings 
towards him. With respect to those who 
are dead, we can obtain greater certainty, 
and better means o_f forming a judgment of 
conduct; but we still owe them a tender 
regard of their reputation; more so, per­
haps, than if they were still living, as they 
are no longer able to defend themselves. 
But when the lives and correspondence of 
persons are published, their characters be­
come public property. The very reason 
why we read them is, or ought to be, to· 
form an estimate. of their virtues and de­
fects, for the benefit of ourselves, or of those 
whose minds are under our direction. We 
must place this estimate under the opera-

" 
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tion of those principles which should mo­

dify judgments of every kind,-justice and 

charity: but due honour being awarded, 

an~ due allowance being made, our esti­

mate should be drawn, and retained for 

use, as a warning, or an example." 

" vVould you have spoken to me of 

Dr. Franklin's faults, if he had been still 

living?" enquired Mary. 

" Of his youthful faults, certainly not," 

replied Mr. Campbell ; "unless, perhaps, 

lo shew you how errors may be renounced, 

and bad habits corrected : that is, in order 

lo praise Dr. Franklin. If I saw you 

carried away by admiration of his virtues,. 

to believe that you could become as great 

and good without religion, I should point 

out to you what I think ·the deficiencies 

of his character; but I should not speculate 

on his circumstances and conduct, as I 

do now that they have been made public 

property ." 

" I am ati fied now, grand papa, as to 

Lhe rig·ht we have to say what we think of 

a printed character . The ncxl question is, 
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whether we have done justice to Dr. Frank-. 
lin's virtues?" 

" I think ti1e admiration that we have 
. stopped to express, at almost every page, 
my dear, is a proof how highly we estimate 
his virtues. The love which I still bear 
io his memory, and which I feel to be re­
vived by almost every passage, assures me 
that his noble qualities have won their due 
share of admiration and affection from me. 
Self-taught as he was, what must have been 
the wisdom and power of his conscience, 
to make him honoured by his acquaintance 
for his industry and temperance, beloved 
by his friends for his benevolence, revered 
by the world for his patriotism? To say 
nothing of his grand intellectual qualities, 
what a mind must that have been, which, 
notwithstanding early disadvantages and 
bad habits, rose to be a blessing to nations, 
and an honour to human nature!" 

"Many people would say," observed 
Mary, "what more would you have? '\Vhat 
more could religion have don~ for such a 
man as this ?" 
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"I should reply, my dear, that he was 

not altogether without religion; and that I 

believe what religion he had, exerted a 

powerful influence in forming and cherish­

ing his virtues. I also believe, that if he 

hacl looked on Christianity as more than a 

fine system of morality, his mind and heart 

would have derived from it a light and 

warmth, with which his own reason, clear 

as it was, could not furnish him. °\'Vhile 

his efforts for the good of mankind would 

have been no less strenuous, they would 

have been more eminently graced with 

that touching humility, that perfect depen­

dence upon God, that universal ascription 

of all the prai e to Hi grace, which se­

cure to the name of How ARD a deeper 

sanctuary in our affections than that of 

Franklin can ever occupy. A better reli­

gion would, in my opinion, have bright­

ened his virtue , and hung new graces 

about them; would have infinitely increas­

ed hi re ources, and deepened the enjoy­

ments of his solitude; would have sati fied 

lhe anxious desires of his best frienu for 
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his happiness, and would have made his 
example a safe, an unexceptionable guide 
to all who have ever heard, or ever will 
hear, his name." 

" But his is a very fine example, grand­
papa." 

"A very fine one, my dear, but not un­
exceptionable~ A rare concurrence of cir­
cumstances made him what he was; and it 
is dangerous to imagine that any other man 
could have been as good, without the aid of 
a better guide than human reason. How he 
came to be without a better guide, is not now 
thequestion. Manycircumstances,outofhis 
own power, no doubt contributed to it. VV e 
can only lament that he was without it: and 
while we admire the firmness and wisdom 
which induced him to follow the dictates of 
reason, grieve that he did not rejoice in the 
possession of a higher sanction to his vir­
tuous efforts. In proposing him as an ex., 
ample to you, or any one else, I would say, 
' Cultivate your faculties, restrain your 
passions, cherish your benevolence, exert 
your powers, as Dr. Franklin did; but rely 

and l 

jOU 

he.1 



THE AFFECTIONATE GRANDDAUGHTER •. 59 

not on your own strength and wisdom. Seek 

the wisdom which is from above; implore 

aid from Him who " increaseth strength," 

and, good and happy as Dr. Franklin was, 

you may be better and happier even than 

he .' " 
Mary had fixed her eyes on her grand­

father's countenance as he spoke; and she 

how perceived that a paleness and languor 

came over it, which plainly shewed that he 

was not equal to any further conversation 

n.t present. He owned himself tired, and 

said he wished to be alone, that he might 

close his eyes, and not be tempted to speak, 

or exert himself in any way. He proposed 

that Mary should ask one of the Miss 

Gowens to be her companion in a walk, 

as the morning was fine: so, when she had 

stirred the fire, smoothed her grandpapa's 

pillow, placed his little hand-bell within 

reach, and softly ki sed his cheek, she went 

to see that Mrs. Lee was at liberty to at­

tend to his wants, and then prepared for 

her walk. 
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CHAPTER V. 

MARY returned in two hours, and was 
just proceeding to Mr. Campbell's apart~ 
ment, when she was stopped on the 
stairs by Mrs. Lee, who told her that 
she must not go in, as a gentleman was 
there. 

"A gentleman!" exclaimed Mary. "I 
am sure grandpapa is not well enough to 
see visitors to-day." 

"My master wished to see him," replied 
lVIrs. Lee; "indeed, he sent for him him­
self." 

"Who can it be?" said Mary. " Do you 
know who he is?" 

"0 yes, Miss. It's Mr. Hindman, the 
lawyer. He is come about my master's 
new will: and I shall be called in presently 
to sign it, and Mr. Hindman's clerk is to 
sign it too. He is waiting below in the 
study." 

Mary went in silence to her chamber, and 
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1·emained there till she heard the hall-door 

shut, and, looking out of the window, saw 

Mr. Hindman and his clerk walking down 

the street. As she went down stairs, she 

met Mrs. Lee, who was coming to tell her 

that her grandpapa had asked for her. 

Mary went to him. 
" I am afraid your rest was soon disturb-

ed, after I left_ you," said she. 

" No my love " he replied· "I had an 
' ' , 

hour's sleep before Mr. Hindman came." 

" Aud your luncheon, I hope, grand-

papa." 
"No; I was not inclined to eat." 

" Then you must be ready for your din ... 

ner, now, for it is later than usual." 

"I am not hungry; but I will try to eat 

what you senu me. My appetite fails me 

to-day." 
Mary went to her dinner with a heavy 

heart, and eyes that would have overflow­

ed, if she had not made a strong effort to 

repress her tears. She sent Mr. Campbell 

a delicate mor el, which he just ta ted and 

, ent away. 
F 
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Mary" was by his side as soon as she had 
swallowed her dinner. 

"I am afraid music would only disturb 
you, this afternoon," said she. 

<' I had rather have you beside me, my 
love . Take your work, and draw your low 
stool close to me . There; that will do. 
Mrs. Lee told you what lVIr. Hindman's 
business was, this morning. I have two or 
three directions to give you, love; which I 
may as well give while I remember them." 
He paused. 

Mary was silent. 
" It may be as well," continued Mr. 

Campbell, "to make a memorandum of 
them. My pocket-book is in that drawer, 
close beside you . I will tell you what to 
write in it. In the fourth drawer of my bu­
reau, my love, you will fiud a packet of 
letters, sealed up in an envelope, on which 
is written, ' Henry Sefton, Esq. Upwell, 
D evonshire .' I wish you, lVfary, to take 
charge of this packet, and forward it, as 
a coach-parcel, according~ to the direc­
tion." 

lo 
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" Shall I fetch it?" enquired Mary. 

"No, my love . I have not folly explain­

ed myself, I see. You· are to take charge 

of it, after my death ." 

Mary made no reply, but attempted to 

write the memorandum. The pen would 

not mark. She took another with better 

success; and steadied her hand sufficiently 

to make her writing legible . 

"Now let me see it, my dear. Very 

well, that will do . In another drawer of 

the same bureau, you will find miniatures 

of your father and mother, which arc yours 

from this hour. There is also one of my 

wife, which I commit to your care, till you 

can deliver it into your father's hands. Now 

set that down." 
" I shall not forget," said Mary. 

"Probably not, my dear; but I am a 

methodical old man, you know." 

It was down in an instant. 

"My second best suit of clothes, you 

will give to old John Frost. Mrs. Lee w.ill 

take charge of the rest of my wardrobe, 

and <lo what she pleases with it." 
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Another pause, while Mary wrote . At 
length she stopped, whether from inability 
to write, or because she had finished he1:· 
memorandum, Mr. Campbell could not 
discover, as her face was turned away 
from him. He watched her with an 
attentive eye. Her head sank lower and_ 
lower, and a crimson flush spread from 
her cheeks over her neck ; but she did not 
move. 

"Mary!" said her grandfather's gentle 
voice. 

She made no reply. He raised himself./ 
a little, and placed his hand on her shoul­
der, while he said, "Turn towards me, 
my love, and do not be afraid to tell me 
what is in your mind. You have always 
opened your thoughts freely to me; and 
why not now? It is I who am preparing 
you for the change which must happen; 
so that it can do me no harm to speak of it. 
Let us have no reserves from each other 
now, Mary.'' 

She turned; but her face was hid in her 
hands, and tears were trickling through hel' 
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fingers, and dropping the faster, the more . 

she tried to restrain them. 

" Your grief is that we must part, my 

love ; your grief is natural, and I feel for 

the trial that is coming upon you. But 

I hope you have accustomed yourself, of 

late, to think much of it. I thought you 

had been as fully aware as I am myself 

that my strength is gradually declining, 

and that, at my age, there can be little 

reason to hope for 1ts restoration . If the 

thought is new to you, I shall reproach 

myself for not having said more to you 

ahout it." 
"I have thought very often," said Mary, 

Lrying to command her voice, "that the 

time must come; but I never thought it 

was so very near. O, I cannot bear it yet," 

she continued, laying her head on her 

grand papa's shoulder; "what shall I do 

without you ? I shall feel alone in the 

world; for I never, never can love any 

body el e so well." 
" Continue to love me, Mary. It would 

he a sad thing, indeed, if death were to 

r 3 
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change our lo;ve for one another. We are 
to meet again, you know; and why should 
we n'.ot meet in heaven with our affections 
as warm, and our hearts as closely knit, as 
at this moment? If we do not stifle the 
liope by our own unworthiness, we are en­
couraged to look forward to the enjoyment 
of friendship in heaven, quite as warm and 
infinitely more faithful than any which was 
ever fostered in this world of change, of 
sin, and sorrow." 

"I believe it; I know it;" said Mary: 
"but how long it may be before we meet 
there ! How many things may happen to 
prevent our ever meeting! I should not 
be worthy to be with you, if I were to die 
now; and if I were ever to grow more un­
worthy still; if I were to neglect my duty, 
to love you less, to forget you!" 

"That would be awful indeed, my love; 
and if I thought you would ever become 
unworthy of the love I feel for you, my 
parting hour would be a hitter one. But 
I hope better things. I firmly trust that 
my prayers for you have not been in vain, 
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and that God will give you strength to 

keep the path, into wliich His grace has 

already directed your steps. You are in 

the way, I trust, to become a worthy dis­

ciple of your Saviour ; to prove yourself 

indeed a child of God. There are many 

trials, many snares, many dangers before 

you, no doubt: and this, my love, is no 

time for flattery, or for forming false esti­

mates of the merits of those who are to 

live, or those who are to die. But, in sin­

cerity of heart, I thank God for you, that 

you have not now the path of life to dis­

cover for yourself; and that, as I must 

leave you before your character is formed, 

and your moral habits fixed, I have the 

comfort of knowing that the aim of your 

conduct is good, and that you will be in 

the hands of those who desire to promote 

your best interests as sincerely, though not, 

perhaps, so earnestly, as l do ." 

The solemnity with which these words 

were spoken, calmed Mary's emotion. She 

raised her head, and, with a firmer voice, 

aid, "Ilut no one can do what you would 
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have done for me. O, tell me how I may 
best supply the loss to myself." 

" It is quite natural, Mary, that you 
should love me best, and think that my loss 
cannot be made up to you, because I have 
been like your only relation,.since you were 
quite a child. I have been to you, from 
your circumstances, in the place of father, 
and mother, and all relations besides. But 
you will not be, in reality, left alone when 
you lose me. The time is already near 
when you will see your parents; and the 
love which they deserve from you, and 
which I have endeavoured to keep alive, 
as much as absence and separation would 
allow, will increase from this time, till it 
will far more than make up to you for the 
loss of one, who, though he did his very 
best for you, could but ill supply their 
place. Be .to them what, in proportion to 
your age and your knowledge, you have 
been to me; be to yourself what my affec ­
tion would have you; be to the world what 
a disciple of Christ should be; be to God 
what His law and His grace may make 
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you; and your usefulness and peace in this 

world will be secur~d, and your union with 

virtuous friends in anothe1· may be looked 

to with confidence." 
"With you, my best, my kindest friend?" 

exclaimed Mary. 
" It does not become us to speak with 

much confidence on a subject so awfully 

doubtful : nor do I mean to lay open to 

you, Mary, or to any one, all the thoughts 

wl1ich I entertain about my own fitness or 

unfitness for a state of perfect purity and 

happiness. But you know how encourag­

ing are the views I entertain respecting 

the mercy of God, and the benignity with 

which He regards every attempt to render 

tl1e oul worthy to enter His presence . You 

know that I have long expected to enter 

that presence; you know that I have been 

more and more intensc1y intereated every 

day, in learning what the New Testament 

declares of the terms of a1vation, and of 

what Chri t and his apostles taught about 

a future state. As you know that I have 

thus sought knowledge, and as high a de-
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gree of confidence as man may dare to 
attain, respecting the nature of a future 
state, it is but right to tell you also, that 
by the mercy of God I have a strong hope 
that His discipline has not been useless to 
me, and that the glories of His heavenly 
kingdom will not be veiled from me. This 
is enough to say of myself. Tell your fa­
ther and mother that I said it, and that not 
a care remains to trouble the repose of my 
mind, except that I have not again beheld 
them, and with my own hands restored you 
to them. To this deprivation. we must 
submit, and be grateful that it is the only 
one. I have but little pain of body, and 
none of mind; so, my dear child, I call 
upon you to be more thankful than sorrow­
ful, and to let all your thoughts of me be 
peaceful and cheerful, when I am gone. 
It would be too much to expect of you 
now." 

Mary's flowing tears shewed that it was. 
Mr. Campbell told her, that he was not in­
clined to think that his encl was very near; 
b11t, knowing his own inability to judge, 
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and the probability that his faeulties. or his 

speech might fail him, he thought it right 

to settle his worldly business, and give his 

directions, while he was able. Mary was 

comforted by this; and, wishing to spare 

him further fatigue, and to recover her 

own composure, she retired to her own 

room, for a short time. She sat down to 

reflect, and then she felt the influence of 

her grandfather's dignified and benevolent 

conversation. She thought she still heard 

his gentle voice, and saw his heavy eye 

lighted up with love as he looked upon her. 

There was no rapture, no triumph in his 

countenance. His was a soul too diffident 

to <lare to admit a feeling of triumph; yet 

his" faith was firm, and conscience clear," 

and hence arose the peace in which his 

mind reposed , when he desired her to 

"be thankful, rather than sorrowful." She 

wi bed that she could fix his voice and 

countenance in her memory for ever, as a 

charm against sin and sorrow. With a 

mind softeneJ and composed, she kneeled 

down to pray for a firmer trust and :.:i 
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deeper composure; and for an abundant 
measure of happiness to him who was just 
loosing his hold on the comforts and plea­
sures of mortal life. She prayed that nei­
ther in this world nor another might she in­
flict one sorrow, by her unworthiness, on 
him to whom she owed so much; but that 
she might rathel' be permitted to soothe his 
last hours of life, and, in due time, to en­
hance his future joys, by shewing that his 
labours and prayers in her behalf had not 
been in vain. She arose refreshed, and 
went down stairs, resolving, if possible, to 
keep the possession of all her powers; to 
mark every word and look of her grand­
father; to anticipate every wish respecting 
the arrangement he had committed to her 
care; and, in every way, to make the most 
of the little which remained of his length­
ened life, for his comfort and her own ad­
vanta<Te, He did not stir as she entered 0 

the room, and the momentary apprehen-
sion crossed her that his spirit had fled ; 
but when he approached the sofa, she 
perceived that he wa asleep. His coun-
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il tenance was p.lacid, and his breathing easy . 
.I That he should sleep so soon after a con-
1· versation so interesting, and, to her, so 
t• awful, was a proof either of the weakness 
1, of his body, or the strength of his mind. 

Mary hoped the latter; and, pleased to 
it have a little more time allowed for quiet 
1, reflection, she took her work, and sat down 

to think over, once more, all that had been 

said. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

S1-rn had not been thus employed many 
minutes, when the door was softly opened, 
and Mrs. Lee entered the room. When 
she saw that Mr. Campbell was asleep, she 
beckoned to Mary to follow her. She led 
the way into the drawing-room, and then 
said, that she had heard a piece of news 
which she was sorry to tell, as it would 
give Mary great concern. In answer to 
Mary's anxious enquiries, she said that 
Jane Cooper's mother was dead, after an 
illness of only a few hours. Mary was, in­
deed, shocked, and ·could scarcely credit 
the intelligence. Her first thought was for 
poor Jane; and the contrast between her 
gaiety of the preceding evening and her 
present circumstances rose immediately in• 
her mind. She trembled; for her previous 
agitation had ill prepared her for a shock 
of any kind; and Mrs. Lee, seeing how 
she ·was shaken, made her sit down, and 
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blamed herself for telling the news so sud­

denly. Mary soon recovered her compo­

sure, and she then consulted with Mrs. Lee 

ifs to what must be done . Should she in­

form her grandfather of the event? Unless 

she did, sbe could afford no comfort to 

Jane, which she longed to do ; but she, 

for a moment, felt unwilling to disturb the 

repose of Mr. Campbell's mind, by any tale 

of dis tress. " hen she reflected, however, 

that such concealments are attended with 

much danger, that his mind was in a state 

of great composure, and that his interest 

in this event was not so strong as her own, 

she determined that it was better to run 

the risk of telling him at once, than that 

of exposing him to hear it by accident; 

and thus he might reconcile her friendly 

offices to Jane with her duty to her grand­

father. She learned from Mrs. Lee as 

many particulars as she knew; namely, that 

Mr . Cooper had complained of illness the 

evening before, and was in bed when Jane 

returned from her vi it at Mr. Campbell' ; 

that he pa ed a pretty good night, but 
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was worse in the morning; that her pain 
increased during the day, till convulsions 
ended her sufferings about an hour before 
Mary received the intelligence. 

Mary returned to Mr. Campbell's apart­
ment, and watched his awaking. She smiled 
when he spoke to her, and tried to support 
cheerful conversation; but all her efforts 
would not suffice to hide the agitation of her 
spirits; and the tears would spring in her 
eyes, and her voice would tremble . Her 
grandfather was concerned to see her sor­
row, but had no suspicion of more causes 
than one, till he observed the anxious look 
which Mrs. Lee cast towards her youI:lg 
mistress, as she brought in the tea-things. 

" Mary," said he, as soon as they were 
alone, "has any thing happened amiss? or 
did I afflict you more than I intended, this 
afternoon?" 

" I am more concerned for another per­
son's sorrow than my own, grandpapa.'' 

" For whose, my dear?" 
" For one whom we lately saw gayer 

and happier than we, but who is now 
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mourning as I, at least, have never mourn­

ed." Mary then related the facts; and was 

pleased to see how immediately her grand­

father's thoughts flo wed into their habitual 

channel. 
" "\V-hat can we do for this poor girl?" 

was his first question. Mary rejoiced that 

she had practised no concealments. 

" Yours is an early ao-e " said he " to 
t, ' ' 

be familiarized with scenes of sorrow and 

death. Doubtless, Providence has some 

good end in view, in calling you to them. 

You are young, to be sent from the house 

of sickness to the house of mourning. But 

you will wish to see your friend." 

" If she wishes it, or if I can do her any 

rrood '' r eplied Mary· " but I should be 

b ' 
' 

sorry to break in on her g rief. I wi h I 

knew what she would like t" 

"Snppose you write a note to her, to tell 

her you are at her service." 

" But am I?" enquired Mary. "I can-

not leave you." 
" Jane will not a k any thing of you, 

which would interfere with your atten-

G 3 
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dance on me, I am sure. And I do not 
wish to engross you for every hour of the 
day." 

M ary wrote a few lines to J ane, to ex­
press her sympathy, and to offer to see her, 
or do any thing for her which would not 
interfere with her duty to Mr. Campbell. 

The reply was-
" DEAR MARY,-Let me see you in the 

morning, if Mr. Campbell is not worse . I 
am quite alone, but have sent for my bro ­
ther." 

Jane Cooper had lost her father while 
she was very young. She was an only 
daughter, and had but one brother, a young 
man, four years older than herself, who was 
at this time in London. She was indeed 
forlorn, on this first night of suffering. 
None of her friends, but Mary, had yet 
heard of her loss, and she passed the hours 
in solitary grief, till :Mary visited her in the 
morning, and found her in such a state of 
misery and exhaustion, that she feared to 
leave her. By Mr . Campbell's desire she 
invited J anc to hi s house, as she thought 
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she could thus most easily divide her atten­

tion between the two friends who so much 

needed her care. But Jane would not hear 

of lea\.-ing the house while her mother's 

r emains were there . As soon as the funeral 

was over, however, she consented to the 

removal, and was evidently b enefited by 

it. Her interest was excited by Mr. Camp­

bell's situation; and, when the violence of 

her grief had somewhat subsided, she felt 

a desire to aid Mary in her duties, and to 

share her anxieties, rather than to be a 

burden on lier kindness. The drawing­

room was appropriated to her use; and, .. 

though Mary spent every leisure moment 

with her, she had much time on her hands, 

and at length began to wish that she could 

employ it in Mary's service . Mary watch­

ed her anxiou ly, and wa pleased to ob­

serve that her own grief were no longer 

the only ubjects of her thoughts . She de­

termined, by her grandfather's desire, to 

encourage any inclination ~she might per­

ceive in Jane to vi it the sick-room. 

One afternoon, the gi rls were sitting lo-
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gether in the drawing-room, while Mr. 
Campbell slept. Jane had been speaking 
much, as usual, of her mother, and of her 
own loss, when she exclaimed, " How 
selfish it is of me, Mary, to be always 
talking of my own sorrow, when I do be ­
lieve yours is almost as great ! Why do 
you not speak as freely to me, of what is 
in your mind ? Do you think I have no 
interest in your feelings?" 

" I do not doubt your interest,'' replied 
Mary; "but it is more easy, I believe, to 
speak of sorrows that are past, than of those 
which are coming. Besides, it relieves my 
own cares, to sympathize in yours ." 

"O, Mary, that is quite a reproof to me . 
But, indeed, I do think a great deal about 
you, when I am alone . I wish I could help 
you; but I know I must not think of that." 

" Why not?" asked Mary. 
" Because I do not see how I can . Your 

cares lie in the sick-room, and I have no 
business there." 

"If you have the least wish to see grand­
pa pa," replied Mary, "he and I should 
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both like to admit you. He cannot talk 
much, you know, but he would like to see 
you; and I really think it would please you 
to see how easy and placid he is, though 

his weakness is so great." 
" Then I will go,'' replied Jane . "But 

it makes me ashamed to think how I talked 
when he last saw me. Do you think he re-

members it?'' 
"If he does," said Mary, " the best way 

to put it out of his mind, is to let him hea1· 
you talk differently, as you now feel." 

" But can I do any thing for him?'' 

asked Jane . 
" It will amuse him to hear our conver-

sation," replied Mary; " and we shall both 
be more comfortable, when we know that 
you are not passing hour after hour in soli-

tude." 
" I wonder you can think so much abou t 

me, Mary, if you really expect to lose him 
so soon. Is your conviction still unshaken?" 

" It is,'' said Mary . " His strength cer­
tain 1 y fails him, though very gradually . A 
few weeks is the longest respite I expect; 
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and I should not he taken by surprise at 
any time now." 

She spoke in a tone so firm as fo sur­
prise Jane, who said, " I suppose it is 
because he has prepared you himself, 
that you can speak of this so calmly. I 
admire you, Mary, but I could not imitate 
you." 

" Do not admire me," replied Mary. 
" Grandpapa and I have talked so often 
about our separation, that it is not so pain­
ful to me, as it was, to think of it; I be­
come more and more reconciled to it, and 
aware of the selfishness of wishing him to 
live. He is so easy and happy, that I am 
not even inclined to grieve as I did at first." 

Mary was daily more gratified to per­
ceive that Jane's affliction had had the 
effect of softening her character, and hum­
bling her pride. It was indeed a new thing 
to her, to find herself cast on the compas­
sion of her friends for support and comfort. 
Her brother had written word that he could 
not leave London for two or three weeks, 
much as he wished to do so; so that Jane 

TB 



THE AFFECTIONATE GRANDDAUGHTER. 83 

had no relation at hand, no one on whose 

support she had a claim. She ~elt her obli­

gations to her kind friends ; and her grati­

tude, combined with her experience of her 

own helplessness under the pressure of 

sudden calamity, imparted a gentleness to 

her voice, and a humility to her manner, 

which were as new as they were pleasing. 

Mr. Campbell was struck with the change, 

as she drew near bis sofa, when she at 

length summoned courage to enter his 

apartment. He did not speak much to her, 

as he saw that her eyes were ready to 

overflow at the first word: but he pressed 

her hand, and pointed to a seat near the 

fire. She bowed her head over her work, 

and recovered her composure, while Mary 

busied her elf in arranging the pillows for 

her grandfather. The young people then 

conversed softly, hut as freely as if Mr. 

Campbell had not been present, till the 

arrival of the medical man, when they with­

drew. In a little time, Jane felt as much 

at case in the sick-room as Mary herself; 

and wh en Mary had once said, "vVill you 
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take care of grand papa, while I go into the 

town?" it was an understood thing that 

Jane was to share the office of nurse with 

her friend. When she was sitting by his 

bedside one day, (for he was now too weak 

to be removed to his sofa,) he said, " It 

pleases me to think, my dear, that you 

will comfort Mary when she loses me. I 

hope you will be examples to each other, 

when you return to school; and help each 

other to fulfil your duties, instead of in­

dulging your grief." 
" I am not fit to be an example to any 

one, Sir, I am afraid." 
" This from Jane Cooper!" thought Mr. 

Campbell. 
" I hope we shall be as kind to one 

another as we can," continued Jane: "but 

I can never be to Mary such an example 

as she is to me ." 
" She is a good girl," said Mr. Camp­

bell; "and it delights me to see her cheer­

fulness. She knows, as well as I do, that 

we must soon part; yet we hear no lamen­

tations from her." 
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" She feels herself obliged to you for her 

cheerfulness, Sir." 
" I am grateful that we have been per­

mitted to prepare ourselves and each other 

for the separation," said Mr. Campbell. 

He had now lingered on for three 

weeb, in a state of increasing feebleness; 

and when hi own mind, a'nd the minds of 

his friends, had, in mercy, been fully pre ­

pared, the tie was gently severed which 

bound him to this world. Mary entered 

Jan e's room one afternoon, to tell her that 

hi peech had failed him . His lips moved, 

but there was no sound; he appeared to 

suffer no pain, and to acquiesce at once in 

hi inability to express his wishes. Mary 

watched beside him till night, when she 

ob erved him turn his eyes towards the 

table on which his Bible lay . "Shall I read 

to you?" she enquired. A glance told her 

hi wi he , n.nd she knew him too well to 

be at a lo s to which part of the volume to 

turn. ,v.hen she had finished, she brought 

Jane to his bedside, to bid him farewell 

for the night, perhaps for eyer. He raiser1 

IT 
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her hand to his lips, and she bent over him 
to kiss his forehead. H;.e smiled; and Jane 
saw him no more. 

Mary would not leave his room, though 
she permitted the nurse to take her place 
by the bedside. Jane could not rest, and 
was on the watch. In the middle of the 
night she heard the door of Mr. Campbell's 
room softly opened; and, slipping on her 
dressing-gown, she went a little way'down 
stairs, where she met Mrs. Lee. 

"It will soon be over now, Ma'am," 
said Mrs. Lee. "My master had a hard 
struggle for a few minutes; but he is easy 
agaip.. He seems just going." 

Jane did not venture into the room, but 
she remained on the watch, till she saw 
Mary step across the landing to her own 
chamber. Jane followed, and, to her great 
consolation, perceived that her friend's 
countenance was e:alm. " He is at rest, 
thank God!" were Mary's first words. 

" And your mind at peace, Mary. You 
do not yet need consolation, I see; but 
shall I remain with you?" 

li 
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" I had rather be alone till the morn­
ing," said Mary; "then I will tell you all." 

Jane stirred her fire, and lighted her 
lamp, and, after one embrace, left her to 
her griefs and her consolations. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

IT was a stormy night. The wind roared 
without, and whistled in the chimney, as 
Mary sank down in a chair by the fireside. 
Her heart was oppressed, though her tear­
less eyes had led Jane to think that she did 
not yet need consolation . She now felt that 
heart-sickness which makes the mourner 
weary, for a time, of every thing. While 
the blast rose louder and louder on her ear, 
she drew her breath deeply, and longed 
for silence; but when it died away, the 
stillness was oppressive, and her aching ear 
watched for a sound. Her lamp was on 
the mantel-piece, and she fixed her eyes on 
the flame, till they were weary of its flick­
ering. \ Vhen she closed them, she could 
not bear the intenseness of her thoughts, 
and started up to· pace her chamber. "I 
am alone," thought she;-" alone in this 
chamber-alone in this kingdom-alone in 
the •world-for I know not my parents. 
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Land and sea divide me from them. Be­

fore I can traverse land and sea to reach 

them, death may have parted me from 

them, as now from him who was as parents, 

friends, as all the world to me. He is 

gone, and I am alone. Yet not alone," 

continued she, as higher and better feel­

ings arose in her mind-" yet not alone ; 

fo:i: my Father is with me. 0 my Father t'' 

- and she cast herself on her knees,-" the 

ear of my earthly parent is closed for ever 

to my voice; but Thine is ever open to 

my cry. The sighing of the sorrowful heart 

cometh up before Thee, and thou dost not 

despise the tears of the mourner." 

She poured out all her sorrows, all her 

fears and desires, to Him who had taken 

from her the guide of her steps, and the 

first object of her earthly love. As her 

tears flowed, her spirit became calm, and 

after some time she once more seated her­

self, to reflect, and to prepare her elf for 

the duties and trials which awaited her. 

When weary of thought, she opened her 

Bible: she read, and pan cd lo reflect, and 
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then read again, till her aching eyes could 
no longer discern the words. She felt that 
she ought to seek rest; but she dreaded 
stillness and darkness, and lingered over 
the dying embers, till the flame of her lamp 
began to grow dim. The wind had ceased, 
and all was still without; but a chill now 
crept over her, and at length, just as her 
lamp went out, she lay down, though with 
little hope of sleep. She watched the sha­
dows which were cast on the wall by the 
feeble light of the fire. The crumbling of 
the embers, and the ticking of her watch, 
were the only sounds which fell on her ear. 
The shadows became fainter, and the sounds 
were no longer heard, as she began to doze; 
and soon her weary head and heavy heart 
found rest, for a while, in sleep. 

Her repose was quiet and sound : for 
good Mrs. Lee, who felt anxious for her, 
could not resolve to leave her for so many 
hours; and ventured to knock softly at her 
door, at four o'clockin the morning. Hear­
ing no answer, she opened the door, and 
leaving the light outside, stepped softly to 
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the bed, and had the satisfaction of seeing 
that her young mistress was asleep ; and re­
tired without disturbing her. 

WhenlVIary awoke, the grey light was be­
ginning to break. She wished t9 know the 
hour, and rose and took he-r watch to the 
window . It was nearly seven : she had slept 
four hours, and was refreshed . A heavy 
snow had fallen, and one desolate expanse of 
whiteness spread from her eye to the horizon . 
Every branch of every tree was lade n with 
snow; and all was so still, that not a bough 
shook off its burden. Not a blade of grass, 
or a plant, peeped above its cove ring, and 
the light was not yet strong enough to fl ing 
a shadow upon the surface . Mary crept 
to her bed again. "The hand which once 
dressed the earth in verdure and beauty," 
thought she, "has now made it, for a time, 
desolate in our eyes : that same hand once 
blessed my life with enjoyments and hopes, 
and has now hidden the best of them from 
me . The grass and flowers will spring 
again; and my blessings, though hidden, 
arc not dead . Before the warmth of His 
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love my sorrows may melt away, long 
cherished hopes may revive, and fresh 
pleasures may spring, where all is now 
blank and cheerless." 

,vhen she went into the drawing-room 
to breakfast, she found that Jane had al­
ready been studying her comfort. The 
breakfast-table was drawn near the bright 
fire, the tea was made, and Jane was ready 
with a kiss and kind enquiries how she had 
passed the night. This appearance of com­
fort cheered poor Mary's spirits: she was 
cold, and her red eyes and pale cheeks 
shewed Jane that natural grief bad suc­
ceeded to the firmness which sbe had main­
tained as long as exertion was necessary. 
To Jane's enquiry whether she had slept, 
she replied that she had; but was, never­
theless, very glad that the night was over. 
"You know, Jane, what the first night is, 
after having seen a parent die." 

Jane shuddered at t.he recollection. 
" And yet," continued Mary, " I have 

known it otherwise; and I am aware it 
ought to be otherwise, and must be so, 
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where faith in God, love to one's departed 

friend, and forgetfulness of one's self, are 

as firmly established as they should be . We 

owe our miseries to our own weakness." 

" Then I must have been very weak, 

for I am sure I was very miserable," said 

Jane. 
" So was I," said Mary; "and, as we 

are both conscious of it, we must try to 

strengthen as well as comfort each other. 

I want your advice about what I ought to 

do first : whether I ought to let any one 

know, or whether I shall leave every thing 

to itself, and wait till some one comes to 

see and help us." 
This point was soon determined; for one 

of Ir. Campbell' executors had come to 

enquire; and, finding that all was over, had 

left wo rd that his lady ·would call to see 

Mi s Campbell, and afford her any assist­

ance in her power. Mary knew the lady, 

and was gratified by her offer of kindness. 

The first thing she did, afler breakfast, 

was to go lo l\!Ir. Campbell's bureau, to 

find lh e packet and miniatures, concern-
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ing which he had given her directions. She 
then went round the house, to see that every 
place where he kept papers, &c. was locked, 
and collected his keys, ready to be given 
into the hands of his executors. When this 
was done, she sat down to gaze on the 
pictures of her parents. "Am I not un­
grateful," thought she, "to grieve so much 
for what is gone, when such blessings are 
left? I have a father and mother to live 
for; and though my remembrance of them 
is faint, and though it will yet be long be­
fore I see them again, I love them dearly; 
and to live with them once more, is the 
greatest happiness I can now look forward 
to." She now began to ponder the sad 
necessity which separates some children 
from their parents, and to question whether 
any advantages can counterbalance the 
evils of such a separation. " But if I had 
not come to England, I should never have 
known grandpapa !"-and, in the present 
state of her feelings, this thought was suf­
ficient to make her satisfied with her lot. 

The executors were very kind to Mary, 
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and gave her her choice, whether to re­

main where she was, or to make one of 

their houses her abode for the fortnight 

which still remained of the holidays . They 

even proposed, that, if she felt her spirits 

unequal to the bu tle of school, she should 

spend a quarter of a year with them, be­

fore he returned to Mrs. Farrant's. 1\1ary 

was grateful for the kindness of the pro­

posal, and took it into consideration; but 

she soon decided that her inclination led 

her to prefer remaining at home for the 

next fortnight; when, in obedience to her 

sen e of duty, she would return to school. 

She knew how her grandfather disapproved 

of any acrifice of duty to the indulgence 

of feeling, and remembered how his sensi­

bilities were ever under the direction of 

his conscience; and she determined to imi­

tate him, as far a she was able; and de­

lighted to be controlled and guided by his 

wi dom, as if he yet lived to rea on and 

per uade . 
Jane remained with her, though, as her 

brother arrived from London, she was 
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much occupied with him, and as busy as 
Mary herself, in discharging various duties 
which the situation _of each imposed. At 
the end of the fortnight, all was done; and 
the two girls bid adieu to their respective 
homes, to which they were to return no 
more. They appeared to tliemselves to be 
entering on a new period of their lives; and 
it was with softened recollections and sad­
dened feelings, that they turned away from 
scenes where their greatest pleasures and 
pains had been experienced. It was with 
tearful eyes that Mrs. Lee saw her young 
mistress depart; though, as she intended 
to remain in Liverpool, she hoped that the 
parting was not a final one. 

Mrs. Farrant received her pupils with 

gr~at kindness, and shewed them as much 
indulgence as was consistent with the dis­
cipline of her school, and with r eal kind­
ness to the girls themselves. Their school­
fellows testified all the sympathy which 
young hearts are prone to feel; with more 
consideration than could have been ex­
pected from spirits so gay and thoughtless 
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as prevail at their age. Every thing seem­

ed to conduce to soften and subdue Jane's 

character. Her grief, which had, at first, 

fretted her soul, and borne down every 

feeling before its violence, was now, by 

the influence of time and favourable cir­

cumstances, softened into melancholy. She 

seldom spoke of her loss; but traces of 

tears were often on her cheeks, and the 

tone of her voice was changed. Her step 

was slow, and her manner sedate; and 

her whole appearance so altered, that her 

young companions drew back with a kind 

of awe, and shewed their sympathy by lit­

tle acL of kindness, rather than by any at­

tempts at intercourse . Mary's example of 

patience and gentleness was also before 

her; and her re pect and affection for her 

brother, towards whom she was drawn by 

new and strong ties, had a powerful effect 

in subduing the belief of her own supe­

riority, which had ever been the stumbling­

block in the way of her improvement. But, 

though she was changed, ~he had not yet 

got quite into the right path. She was no 
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longer haughty and overbearing among 
her schoolfellows, but she withdrew herself 
from them. She was no longer bent on 
having all her own way; but she grew in­
different to the inclinations of others, as long 
as she was left alone to indulge her sadness. 
She received the attentions of her compa­
nions graciously, but she offered no kind­
ness in return. 

Mary had become so attached to her, by 
their sympathy in sorrow, that she was not 
so quick-sighted to her faults, as formerly; 
and, instead of counteracting, rather en­
couraged them. She herself preserved the 
balance between her principles and her 
feelings . I-Ier heart, too, was often weighed 
down by regret; but she sought to lighten it 
by entering into the interests and pleasures 
of others. Many a time, when she would 
willingly have sat down to weep, -she ran 
into the garden to play with the little ones. 
Many a time did she break through a re ­
verie on old times, to listen to the conver­
sation, or to answer the questions of the 
girls, who did not fear her as they feared 
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Jane . As her manner had ever been se­

date, and as it preserved its cheerfulness, 

very little change was now perceivable; 

and she was still, as formerly, the friend 

and favourite of all her schoolfellows. 

Week after week passed away, and Mrs. 

Farrant was concerned to observe that 

Jane's melancholy rather increased than 

lessened. Towards the end of the month 

of April, when the weather was fine, and 

the spring in all its beauty, a friend of Mrs . 

Farrant's invited all her young pupils to 

spend a long afternoon at hi house, where 

they might have the free range of his gar­

den, and amuse themselves as they pleased. 

The children were all delighted at the pros­

pect, and Jane was the only one who looked 

grave . On the morning of the day, Mary 

a ked :Mrs. Farrant,whether she would ex­

cuse Jane from accompanying the party . 

"For what purpose, my dear?" 

"She doe not feel her pirits equal lo 

the exertion, Ma'am: and, indeed, I think 

the children' mirth would be too much for 

her." 
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" I am afraid a solitary evening would 
be worse, Mary." 

"But if you have no objection, Ma'am, 
I should like to stay with her." 

"Would the children's mirth be too 
much for you, too, my dear?" 

"No; I should not mind it: but different 
people feel differently, and I really believe 
Jane could not bear it." 

"Ask her to come to me, my dear, and 
we will settle the matter. She shall not go 
against her will.-Sit down beside me, 
Jane," said she, when the two friends en .. 
tered the room, "and te.11 me why you do 
not wish to go this afternoon." 

"It is so painful," said Jane, in a low 
voice, "to see people merry when one is 
sad, that I had rather stay away." 
, "It is painful, my dear; but are you 

quite sure that the feeling should be in­

dulged?" 
" It is a natural feeling that one cannot 

help having," replied Jane; " and I do not 
think it can do any body any harm." 

"Its being natural, my dear, is no proof 
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that it should not be checked. There is 

scarcely a bad passion which is not natural 

to some mind or another. As to its doing 

no one any harm, I cannot agree with 

you." 
Jane looked up for an explanation. 

" I think the indulgence of your feel­

ing , in this instance, would be hurtful to 

your schoolfellows, and much more to 

yours~lf." 
" Then I will go," said Jane. "I do 

not wish to do any thing which you dis-

approve ." 
"I should like to see you convinced," 

replied Mrs. Farrant, kindly. "This is 

not a ca e in which I wish for blind obe­

dience; so I will tell you my reasons . You 

remember how sorry we all were that 

Mary was absent from our dance in the 

winter; and you will not therefore wonder 

if the children should be disappointed at 

leaving you behind this afternoon. It was 

but half an hour ago that I heard Mari­

anne ask Ellen, whether she thought you 

would play hide-and-seek with them." 

I 3 
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Jane had va'nity enough left to be flat­
tered by this; a11d a smile played about the 
corners of her mouth. 

"I think it would spoil their pleasure to 
leave you both behind," continued Mrs. 
Farrant; "and it would spoil Mary 7s and 
mine to leave you alone. This seems to 
me quite reason enough for your going. 
But a much more important consideration 
is the effect upon yourself, of (T must 
think) an undue indulgence of your feel­
ings. This is not the first time, you know, 
that I have given you a hint that feelings, 
however natural, must not be suffered to 
interfere with duty." 

"I am sure I have tried to do my duty," 
replied Jane, blushing, "and I hoped you 
thought that I had neglected nothing that 
you gave me to do." 

"I have no fault to find with your in­
dustry, my dear. You have worked hard, 
and made all the progress in your studies 
that I could expect. But is this the whole 
of your duty? Is it uot also a duty to enter 
into'·'the interests of others, to watch over 

TH 

Ma1 

and 



THE AFFECTION ATE GRANDDAUGHTER , 103 

their comfort, to promote their advantage? 

Are we, in any circum tances, exempted 

from the obligation to ' rejoice with those 

who rejoice?' " 
Jane was silent. 
Mrs. Farrant continued, " I leave the 

past to your own examination and judg­

ment; and will only warn you about the 

present and future . I advise you to make 

the present sacrifice of you r feelings to the 

plea ure of your companions; and I pro­

phesy that you will find, in the sacrifice, 

great advantage to yourself. You will be 

less in danger of thinking about yourself, 

and your sadnes will melt away before the 

mirth of your companions." 

" But I do not wish that it should, 

Ma'am . I think it would be unnatural, 

and very unkind and disrespectful to­

te-" Jane' tear beg an t~ fall. 

"To the memory of your mother, my 

love? I do not think your mother herself 

would have thought so . Surely, the be t 

re pect to her memory i hewn by the 

cheerful performance of every duty, and 
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your remembrance of her will become 
more delightful by being associated with 
innocent pleasures; or, if yQu cannot enjoy 
such pleasures, with the consciousness that 
you have sacrificed your own inclinations 
to those of others. You think that it is 
unnatural to surrender yourself to enjoy­
ment: and this thought lets me into the 
state of your mind, so that I can shew it 
to you more clearly perhaps than you see 
it yourself. You are more afraid of being 
led, unawares, to enjoy yourself, this after­
noon, than of being made miserable by 
seeing others happy. I think, both fears 
are less natural by far than the disposition 
to enjoy the pleasures that fall in our way; 
and I also think, that they are inconsistent 
with due gratitude to that kind Providence 
who scatters blessings in our path, invi­
ting us to open our senses and our hearts 
to their beauty and sweetness. I am glad 
to see Mary's heart thus open. She has 
also suffered a great loss, yet she is not in 
love with solitude and sadness." 

" 0 ! but different people feel so diffe-
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rently," replied Mary, who had thus far 

listened in silence. 
"They do, my dear; and they also act 

differently. The question is, which mode 

of feeling and of action is the best. One 

mourner shuts himself up to weep, and 

wears out body and mind in usele,ss 

and sinful grief; anolher stifles his feel­

ings till he appears to have none, and 

plunges into business or pleasure, as if he 

had received no warning that this world 

and its possessions are to pass away; ano­

ther finds the right medium, and, while he 

mourns and humbles himself under the 

hand of God, is careful to neglect no so­

cial duty, to obey every impulse of bene­

volence, and to enjoy cheerfully and grate­

fully the hles ings which are offered by the 

love of his Heavenly Father. It is our duty 

and happiness to approach this medium as 

nearly as we can; and in proportion as we 

do o, we rightly improve the joys and sor-

rows of our lot." 
"And yet," aid Jane, "people do not 

all agree about this. I know ome who 
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would think it wrong in me to enjoy any 
pleasure so soon after my loss." 

"And I know some," said Mary, "who 
think it very wrong to make any diffe­
rence at all in one's way of life, on ac­
count of any thing that happens. They 
went to a ball six weeks after their fa­
ther died." 

"I should have no hesitation, Mary, in 
saying that they had very little feeling. 
If there was any good to be done in a 
ball-room, if it was possible that a sense 
of duty could have led them there, I would 
abstain from judging them, however mis­
taken I might think them; but I can con­
ceive nothing short of want of feeling, 
and a love of dissipation, which could take 
young people into such a scene of gaiety 
so soon after the loss of a pare.nt." 

" I heard some young ladies of my ac­
quaintance very much blamed," said Jane, 
"for going to a morning concert of sacred 
music, within a year after their father's 
death. It was eleven months, exactly, after 
he died. But then, he was such a very bad 

son 
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man, that they could not possibly love him 

much." 
" I should not have joined in the cen­

sure, if I had been called upon to judge," 

replied Mrs . Farrant. " Though no sense 

of duty .could be concerned, I see no rea­

son why they should not enjoy a pleasure 

of the most innocent kind, to say the least 

of it. It is a case in which I should be 

quite willing to let their inclination de­

cide ." 
"And yet they were blamed for shew­

ing disrespect to their father's memory," 

said Jane . 
" If we once begin to frame our con­

duct by the world-'s rule, my dear, or to 

regard its praise or cen ure, in any but in­

different matter , we renounce our alle­

giance to rea on and religion, and subject 

our -elves to the lowest and harshest kind 

of slavery. "\Ve must apply our rules of 

duty in every case of duty, and leave the 

world to judge as it will. This is what 

you must do now. You may think t.hat we 

have been aying a great deal about a 
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trifle; but our reasonings may apply to 

many future cases, as well as to the one 

under consideration. Do not decide im­

mediately, but, putting my opinion out of 

the question, reflect whether you can do 

any good to yourself or others by accom­

panying us this afternoon, or any harm by 

remaining at home; and go or stay, ac­

cordingly. I leave Mary also to do as 

she pleases." 
Mrs. Farrant was glad t; see Jane, in 

the afternoon, with cheerfulness in her 

countenance, take one of the little girls on 

each arm, and lead the way to the garden, 

where her re-entrance among them was 

·observed with silent pleasure by all her 

former companions. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE letters which ·Mary received from 

her pareBts, in answer to that in which 

she communicated to them the death of 

1\fr . Campbell, contained much to cheer 

and delight her. The love which they 

testified was enough of itself to make her 

happy; but there was also the hope of a 

re-union with her parents, speedy in com­

pari on with that which she had antici­

pated . They could so well understand the 

extent of the los she had sustained, and 

were so grieved that she should be left 

without a relation in thi kingdom, that 

they de ired she would lose no time in 

going out to them. They were most im­

patient to see her, and give her once more 

a home. A gentleman and lady, friends 

of Mary' father, were to sail for Bengal 

the next March; and Mary was de. ired to 

prepare to accompany them, if they had 

no objection to take her under thei r care. 

K 
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The matter was soon arranged; and Mary 

was very happy in the prospect of seeing 
her father and mother six months sooner 
than she had expected. She entered with 
spirit into the necessary preparations; and, 
being aware how much her comfort de­
pended on the servant who was to be en­

gaged to accompany her, she rejoiced that 
Mrs. Lee:s affection for her and the family 
was strong enough to overcome her dread 
of the sea, and reconcile her to a change 
of country. Mrs. Lee was not old, though 
she had known Mary's father before his 
marriage. She had good health, and good 
qualities enough to attach Mary to her, 
and make her rejoice that one she knew 
so well, and who was more of a friend than 
a servant, was to attend her. 

The parting with Mrs. Farrant, with the 
girls, and especially with Jane, was very 
sad; and poor Jane was almost incon·so­
lable : but they indulged the hope that 
Mary would return in a few years, and 
be established in her old neighbourhood, 
never more to leave it. Many sighs and 
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tears followed her when she drove from 

the door; and nothing that she saw on her 

journey to London had power to banish 

from her mind, for any length of time, her­

regrets for the friends she had left behind. 

These regrets were not lessened by the 

circumstance of her knowing nothing of 

the lady and gentleman who were to be 

the companions of her voyage . 

She arrived at their house the day be­

fore they were all to go on board. As the 

whole family, consisting of Mr. an<l. Mrs. 

Portman, their four children, and three 

servants, were going, it may be easily 

imagined that the house was a scene of 

bustle and confusion, not the best calcu­

lated to rai e :Mary's spirits, or make her 

feel at ease . Mrs. Portman was a fine lady, 

full of nervou and selfi h fear ; more oc ­

cupied with talking of herself than with 

looking after the comfort of her hu band 

and children. All the preparations eerned 

to be left to the care of Mr. Portman and 

the housekeeper; while the lady rested on 

the sofa, complaining of fatigue, of the 
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noise the children made, and so forth; and 

wondering how she ~hould b ear the voyage, 

and whether she should live to reach India. 

:rrlrs . Lee's offers of assistance were g1adly 

accepted by the housekeeper; but Mary, 

who wished to be useful, and lo do some­

thing better than listen to 1Wrs. Portman's 

complaints, could find no employment. At 

length, she beard a voice of lamentation 

from the hall; and, hastening to see what 

was the matter, she found one of the little 

girls crying because she could find no one 

to play with her. 

"Come into my room, and I will play 

with you," said Mary. 

"\iVill you?" said the little girl; "and 

may John and Caroline come too?" And, 

as Mary assented, they were soon amused 

and happy, and out of the way of the busy 

people below stairs. 

"Have you ever been on the sea?" en­

quired one of her little com pan ions. 

"Yes,~' replied lVIary; "I came from 

the country we are going to . It is so far 

off, that I was several months on the sea. 
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It was many years ago, but I remember 

all about it." 
" I want to know whether you liked it," 

said John: " mamma says we shall none 

of us like it at all; but I think I shall, be­

cause I went in a boat to Richmond last 

summer, and I am sure it was very plea-

sant." 
" But going to Richmond is not like 

being on the sea for many months toge­

ther," replied Mary. "You will get tired 

sometimes, I dare say, and wish that you 

could see green trees, and run about in 

the fields. And I am afraid we shall all 

be sea-sick too-'' 

" 1\'J aroma said so too," interrupted Ca­

roline; "and we cannot think how you can 

tell beforehand that we shall be ill, when 

we are so well now." 

" The sea rolls the ship about," replied 

Mary," and that makes one's head giddy, 

and one's stomach sick. But we must be 

patient till we get well again, and then we 

shall have a great many things to see." 

"Tell us what we "ha1l sec," aid they. 

K 3 
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So Mary talked a great deal to them, till 

the servant came to say it was time for 

them to have their suppers aud go to bed. 

Mary was glad to retire to rest early, 

for, as the wind continued fair, they were 

to go on board as soon as possible the next 

day. It was a strange thought, that this 

might be the last night she should spend 

on English ground : but when she looked 

at the pictures of her father and mother, 

and remembered that the further she left 

this country behind her, the nearer she ap­

proached to them, she rejoiced that the 

time of her departure had arrived. 

Few of the delays happened which are 

usual at the commencement of so long a 

voyage. The wind was fair, the passen­

gers punctual, the arrangements of every 

kind completed, and the noble vessel soon 

on her way. Th e children were in high 

~pirits at first, and enjoyed the novelty of 

every thing. Not so poor Mrs. Lee, who, 

though she had seen ships at a distance, had 

never before set foot on board. She was 

roela!1choly from the beginning; and when 
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the sickness came on, so cast down, that all 

efforts to cheer her we~e vain. Mary her­

self suffered much; but having experienced 

it all before, she knew that the evil, though 

great, was only temporary . On the after -• 

noon of the second day, she felt better, and 

went on deck to enjoy the fresh air . The 

ship was then off Cowes, in the I sle of 

\Vight. The sight of houses, fields, and 

trees, ( though leafless ,) was a great re­

freshment to lVIary, after he had spent so 

many hours alone in her cabin . She thought 

1'\Irs. L ee woul<l also like to have another 

iew of the shore ; so she went down, and 

g-ivingthe poor woman her arm, pe r uaded 

her to come on deck . "I wish I was on 

one of them g reen hill , Mi s," said he. 

'' You had better have let her remain 

below," whispered Mr. Por tman. "The 

temptation to go back may be too strong 

for her; he may leav e you yet." 

:Mary wa frig htened . 

'' Look, Mis ," said Mr . Lee, a the 

ailor were getting out one of the boats : 

" so me of the people arc going back again, 
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I declare . Well, I never thought but what 

it was too late for that." 

" They are only going on an errand to 

the shore," replied lvfary; " and they will 

come back before night." 

" I wish I was them, however," said 

Mrs. Lee . "If I once set my foot on the 

land again, it would be long enough before 

I left it." 

'' If you repent your engagement with 

me, Mrs. Lee," said Mary, "you are at 

liberty to go back. I do not wish to keep 

you against youi· will. You know how 

much ·I want you, and that it is too late to 

engage another servant; and we all be­

lieve that you will be quite well again very 

soon; but still, if you had rather re.turn, 

you shall go." 
She hesitated . " If I did not feel, Miss, 

that I shall never be well again if I stay on 

the sea--" 
Mr. Portman, who had overheard what 

had been said, now interposed, saying," It 

is ou't of the question, indeed, my dear Miss 

Campbell. You must not think of sending 
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away your servant. She is no worse than 

my servants, and almost every body else 

on board; and I am sure, if she considers 

the matter at all, she will not think of leav -

ing you ." 
Mrs. Lee sighed, ancl supposed she must 

stay . She should not hesi tate at all, if she 

did not feel so very ill that she thought she 

should be nothing but trouble to her young 

mistress and every body . 

"Wait awhile, at any rate," said Mr. 

Portman . " There will be other oppor­

tunities of going on shore, before we leave 

the channel." 
So the boat i:-et off without Mrs . Lee . She 

and Mary watched its progress to the 

shore, till a fit of sickness. came on, which 

drove them both to their cabin . Luckily 

for Mary, it happened that a fresh wind 

bore them rapidly out of sight of land, be­

fore any other temptation occurred to in­

duce her ervant to leave her. 1:ary arose 

c:irly th next morning, and came on deck 

j ust in time to hid adieu to English land. 

The line of cliffs on which she fixed her 
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eyes, grew more and more indistinct in the 

horizon, and at last vanished altogether 

from her view. That land, which con­

tained the home of her friends, and the 

grave of her grandfather, was left be­

hind, and every moment separated her 

further from it. She was standing, lost 

in thought, with her eyes turned in the di­

rection of England, when some one pulled 

her by the gown. It was little Caroline, 

who was fast recovering· her spirits and 

appetite . 
" I am so hungry !" cried she; " and 

Anne says she cannot get our breakfast5i 

this half-hour yet. You never saw such 

faces as she makes at the milk. She is as 

sick as I was yesterday." 

" I hope she will soon be as hungry as 

yon and I are," replied Mary. "Have 

you observed that the land is quite out of 

sight? There is nothing but water to be 

seen all round." 
" But we shall see the land again soon, 

shall not we?" 
"Perhaps not, for many days or weeks." 
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" But I thought you said there were so 

many things to be seen?" 

" So there are. We may see the sun 

rise out of the water, or behind the clouds, 

every morning : and the sea looks quite 

different at different times . It is very green 

now, and the white foam at a distance makes 

it look beautiful. Sometimes it is blue, and 

sometimes quite a deep purple: and when 

the wind blows very hard, the waves rise 

so high, that they seem as if they could 

cover a great ship like this . And we shall 

see the fishes playing about sometimes ; 

and when we come near the land, the 

sea-birds will fly round the ship . Look ! 

there i one now : it dipped its wings in 

the water; and see how it shakes off the 

bright drops." 
" Vhat long wings it has!" cried Ca1:o_ 

line. "\Vhere i it going to fly to?" 

" Back to England, I dare say," replied 

:Mary. ""~ e are leaving the land so far 

behind u , that, I dare say, it is the last we 

shall see for some time ." 

" " ' ill you go ,vith me, to a k whether 
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breakfast is ready?" asked the hungry little 

girl. 
-,V-hen they were entering the cabin, they 

met :Mrs. Lee, who, with a brigbt counte­

nance, told Mary, that though she felt very 

weak, her sickness was gone, ann. the only 

thing she had to complain of was hunger. 

Mary said she was very glad of it, as they 

had left England far -behind, and, sick or 

well, 111.ust proceed on their voyage . 

This day was a very happy one; for al­

most all the passengers began to recover 

their cheerfulness, and to feel the exquisite 

enjoyment which succeeds to sea- ickne s. 

Mrs. Lee and the children were full of curio­

sity about every thing they saw, and of won­

der at the vast extent of the oc an. 

"Has any body been here before?" 

asked little John . 
" Many ships pa - this way," replied 

Mary, "a they go and come to England, 

from various parts of the world .'' 

"Are they ever afraid of being all alone 

in the middle of the sea, l wonder?" 

"Th ships?" 

.!. 
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" No, no, the people in them?" 

" Are you afraid?" 
" No; hecause I suppose we shall get 

safe as other people do: but I should not 

like to have any thing to do with it, be­

cause I don't know how to manage the ship. 

I saw this great big vessel turn half round 

yesterday. I thoug·ht at first that the land 

was swimming away before my eyes; but 

papa said it was the ship that turned round, 

because the wind blew the sails; and that 

the captain wanted it to turn round; so he 

ordered the sails to be put in a particular 

way, to catch the wind. Now, if a captain 

did not know exactly how to manag~ his 

ship, I should think he would be afraid to 

be in the middle of a wide sea like this." 

" A good captain learns as much as he 

can of the management of a vessel," replied 

Mary; "but there are times, when not all 

the knowledge and skill in the world will 

save it." 
" Is that when the wind blows, and the 

wave ri e ~o high as you told me?" en­

quired Caroline. 
L 
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" Yes: sometimes the waves break over 

the ship so that it is full of water; and 

sometimes there is a hole in the bottom, so 

that the water comes in and sinks it, and 

all the people in it." 

" So mamma said; and I asked papa 

whether he thought this ship was quite safe: 

and he said thatsuchaccidentswerenotvery 

common, and we ha1 better not think about 

them. But it is very terrible to think of." 

Mrs. Lee seemed quite frightened, and 

said she thought that people deserved little 

better than to be lost, if they were so foolish 

as to trust themselves off the land. Mary 

smiled, and reminded her that there were 

dangers on land also: that houses some­

times fall, and bury people in the ruins; 

that fire consumes dwellings; that horses 

run away, and chaises are overturned; and 

yet we live in houses, use fire, and ride in 

carriages. So ships may be wrecked or 

sunk; yet as so many more are preserved 

than lost, we are quite justified in making 

use of them when we want to go from one 

part of the world to another. 
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" I am sure it looks very safe now ,'7 sa1d 

one of the children. "How steadily we go 

on, with nothing to stop us t'' 

" Yet we know that danger may come, 

and accidents happen," replied 1\1ary. "And 

it is very well that we can prepare ourselves 

for them. While we are grateful that we 

are safe now, we should resolve to trust in 

Him who governs our lives; that if storms 

should come, we may have the only hope 

which can never fail us." 

Perceiving that Mrs . Lee shuddered, 

Mary aid, " Y ou know, talking about 

storms does not bring them: and it is surely 

right? while the sun shines, and all is well 

with us, to think on Him who maketh his 

path in the deep waters, and walketh on 

the wings of the wind . The true way to 

keep our minds composed and happy is, to 

enjoy security and comfort while we have 

them, and to make sure of a refuge against 

the day of danger and sorrow." 

A silence followed, which was unbroken 

till one of the children asked what that 

thing was which floated on the waves at 
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some distance. It was the mast of a ship, 
which must have been tossed about for a 
very Jong time, as it was covered with sea­
weed, and almost rotten. The children 
enquired how it came there; and Mary 
supposed that it had been rent off in a 
storm . 

" I wonder," cried John, "what be .. 
came of the vesse l it belonged to? Per­
haps it was dashed to pieces, and all the 
people in it drowned." 

" Perhaps," said lV[ary, "they were 
saved on some coast, or by some vessel that 
was passing : but we shall never know." 

"And if the people were lost, I suppose 
nobody in the world kno ws?" said Caro­
line. "To be sure, if their friends ex­
pected them, and they never arrived, they 
would guess what had happened . But 
what a dreadful way to <lie, without any 
body knowing it, or grieving for Jhem !" 

" To the survivors," replied Mary, "it 
must be a terrible thing to lose friends in 
such a way; because of the long suspense . 
But to those who die, it cannot matter 
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much, T should think, where it happens. 

The suddenness of it is awful; but it is 

every body's duty to prepare for sudden 

death, whether on sea or land." 

Mr. Portman overheard the latter part 

of this conversation, and sending the chil­

dren away to play, seemed displeased at 

the way in which Mary had been talking 

to them. She was very sorry, but she 

could not believe that she had done them 

any harm . Their noisy mirth might have 

convinced their papa, that nothing had 

happened to make them dismal; and it 

could do them nothing but good, to know 

that they ought to be grateful for present 

safety, and prepared for future dangers. 

In a few days, Mary found the neces­

sity of laying down a regular plan for the 

employment of her time . Mr. and Mrs. 

Portman were kind to her, and the children 

a great amusement; others of the passen­

gers al o took notice of her, and were 

very sociable. Yet her days began to pas 

heavily, and she was tired of idlene s where 

th ere was so little change of ~cene. So she 

L 3 
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looked out her books, and devoted a consi­

derable time every day to study. She found 

the advantage of her industry; and the dis­

contented Mrs. Portman wondered, every 

day, that Mary was not as tired of the sea 

as she was. She ·exercised neither body 

nor mind; she spent the day in idleness, 

and complained that the noises of the ship 

prevented her sleeping at night. She be­

came really ill; and those who saw how she 

managed herself, fe lt no surprise at her 

ailments. 
" Ours is a most prosperous voyage,;' 

observed one of the passengers, one day, 

to Mr. Portman. "VVe have not had a 

single drawback yet; and the captain said 

just now, that if the wind continues fair for 

two days longer, we ~hall reach the Cape." 

" I think these prosperous voyages are 

most tiresome things," replied Mr. P ort­

man. "We are all tired enough of the 

voyage, and longing for any change." 

" Surely," thought Mary, "to.is is not 

the right way of acknowledging our safety 

and welfare. I doubt whether Mr. Port.-
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man would · welcome any change : and I 

wonder he dares to speak as he does." 

Two evenings afterwards, the wind be­

gan tori e, and the change so much wished 

for by Mr. Portman seemed to be approach­

ing; though, whether he welcomed it, was 

another question . ·when Mary left the deck 

for the night, the waves ran higher than she 

had yet een them; the sky wore a stormy 

aspect, and the crew were busy in the 

expectation of a boisterous gale. No one 

spoke of danger; and Mary therefore re­

tired to her berth, not altogether at ease, 

but supposing that if any real peril should 

arise, she should have due warning. She 

would have slept, had not the noises upon 

deck, the shout of the sailors, and the roar­

ing of the wind, di turbed her . There was 

once a calm and comparative stillness for 

a time; but ju t as she was dropping asleep, 

she was roused by a louder gust, and by 

the dashing of the waves. She started up 

to li ten, and felt pretty sure that there was 

much confusion over head . The vessel 

rolled frightfully, and the heaving and 
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cracking made her tremble, lest it should 

fall to pieces. But she remembered that 
those who are unaccustomed to storms at 

sea, are apt to imagine danger where there 
is none . She knew not where to go for 
information, without the risk of alarming 
some one; and she determined to remain 
quietly in her berth for some time longer. 

The thought of danger was not new to her, 
and it prompted her to ask for the protec­
tion of Him who is "mighty to save ." 
She commended her safety, and that of aJl 
her companions, to His care, and waited, 
in anxiety, but with some composure, the 
termination of her uncertainty. After some 
time, Mrs. Lee came to her, half dressed, 
and trembling with fear. She wondered 
that Mary could keep so quiet in her berth, 
when every one else was up. This decided 
Mary to rise and dress. While she was 
doing so, Mrs. Lee told her that the captain 

said it had been ·a very rough gale, but he 
thought it was subsiding, and had no fear 
but they should ride it out safely. Mary 
was much relieved by hearing this; but 
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yet lost no time in doing what she had 

planned to do, in case of actual danger. 

She opened her trunk, and secured about 

her person some papers of great import­

ance to her father; rightly judging that 

they had a better chance of being pre­

served thus than in any other way. Mrs. 

Lee watched her in silent terror; and 

wept aloud when she saw her hastily open 

th~ miniatures of her father and mother, 

and pre s them to her lips . 

" Don't, Miss; pray do not," she cried. 

" It is right to be prepared," replied 

Mary. " I hope we are safe, but-- " 
Here she was interrupted by a dreadful 

crash, which immediately followed a shock 

so violent, that it was evident something 

terrihle had happened . After the silence 

of a moment, a cry of fear and horror 

aro e, which was as a warning of death to 

Mary . She sank down; but in a moment 

arose, and attempted to speak to her com­

panion; but she could not be heard. She 

caught her hand, and as the vessel no 

lon'ger rolled much, ucceedcd in getting 
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her upon deck . All was noise and confu-

sion there; but she learned from Mr. Port- •1 

man that the ship had been driven on a rt: 

rock, and that it was filling so fast, that it 

must sink before half the crew and passtm­

gers could reach the shore, which,however, 

was not far distant. 

The crew were then lowering the boats; 

and the captain, who was a strong-minded 

man, well fitted for his present awful duty, 

had taken precautions against the risk of 

having them so crowded as to be in dan­

ger of sinking. Mary's mind and heart 

were so full, that she had no leisure to ob­

serve the demeanour of her companions 

in peril. She only knew that the wailings 

of Mrs. Portman went to her heart; an(! of: 

that, amidst the cries and confusion, it w :i.s ,: 

no easy matter to look steadily on death, Ea 

and calmly to await it. The vessel was n~; 

evidently sinking, and the boats had not /lliJ 

returned from their first trip. When she '' 

looked at the numbers who were waiting I a 

for deliverance, she saw how slight was tn0 

her own chance; and closing her eyes, she ,, 
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prayed with the intensest fervour for deli­

verance from death, or for strength to 

meet it, if inevitable, and for mercy in 

judgment. Her composure was restored, 

ancl he watched the boats as they re­

turned, and put off again, leaving her to 

the further endurance of suspense. Mrs. 

Portman and the children had been sent 

away, this time; but Mr. Portman re­

mained; and now that his wife and fa­

mily were safe, he might have found time 

to bestow a thought on Mary. But his 

countenance was dreadfully agitated, and, 

to Mary's horror, he snatched a bottle of 

spirits from a sailor who was drowning his 

fears in intoxication, and drank largely 

of it. 
" Surely, Sir," exclaimed Mary, " this 

is a time when you need the utmost clear­

ne s and steadiness of mind. I beseech 

you to think of your own safety." 

" Let me alone " he an<Trily cried· "if 
' 0 ' 

I am to die, I had rather die without 

knov.ring it." 
"Think what death is," said Mary, ex-



132 MARY CAMPBELL; OR, 

cessively shocked. "Remember, that after 
death cometh the judgment." 

" If you can face death in such a man­
ner as this, it is more than I can," ex­
claimed he. "On a sick bed, when there 
is time to prepare, it is an easy matter, 
but-.-" and he raised the bottle again to 
his lips. 

Mary seized his arm, saying, "There 
is yet time-there is yet a chance of life. 
Let us pray, while it is not too late." 

He broke from her, and she saw that his 
head was already affected by the spirits 
he ,had drunk. Even at this awful time, 
the thought crossed her, "What a revealer 
of the heart is danger like this ! Here is a 
man who bears a respectable character in 
the world, and has lived in dignity and 
honour, degrading himself below the rank 
of humanity when death draws near! This 
it is to have lived to the world, instead of 
to God!" 

She then turned to Mrs. Lee, who stood 
trembling beside her, and endeavoured to 
soothe and prepare her mind. They kept 

lBl 
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their station on the deck, and looked in­

cessantly towards the shore, to see if the 

b'oats were coming. A shout soon an­

nounced their appearance; and while Mary 

and her companion stood watching in quiet 

but breathless anxiety, a sailor seized her 

arm, and said, it was her turn to go. She 

kept hold of Mrs. Lee, dragged her after 

her to the place whence they were to de­

scend, and insisted upon_ her getting first 

into the boat. " Go instantly," she said to 

the poor woman, in a tone of calm com­

mand; " I must see you safe before I go 

down myself." 
Two of the crew laid hold of Mrs. Lee, 

and placed her in the boat, roughly, but 

safely. Mary then went down, and took 

her place beside her. The sea was dread­

fully rough, and her apprehensions of death 

were scarcely less than they had peen, 

when she saw how the crowded boat was 

tossed from side to side by the roaring, 

dashing waves. She was wetted to the 

skin instantly, and bewildered by the con­

fu ion of the scene. The word wa given 

.M 
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to put' off, and the men plied their oars. 

Just then a cry was heard, " Keep pack, 

Sir; · keep back." 
"I must come, I will come-I won't 

stay to be drowned," cried a voice, which 

Mary knew to be Mr. Portman's. 

He was desperate, he was intoxicated. 

He made a spring from the vessel, ao.d fell 

among the women in the boat. There 

was great confusion, and as he rose and 

attempted to seat himself, his giddy sight 

betrayed him. H_e lost his balance, his 

foot slipped, and, with a horrible cry, he 

fell overboard, though many hands weie 

held out to save him. There were lanterns 

in the boat, and ,their light gleamed on· the ' 

foaming waves, as they.rolled past,or broke 

over the little vessel. By this feeble light, 

Mary saw a sight which curdled her blood 

with horror, and which was never remem­

bered, in after years, without a shudder. 

She saw the ghastly face of the drowning 

man: she saw it but for a moment; yet 

was every feature so impressed on her me­

mory, that no length of time or variety of 
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objects could efface it. The eyes were 

starting from their sockets, the lips curled, 

and the teeth clenched in agony. The agony 

was more mental than bodily: one str □g·· 

gling, stifled cry, was uttered, which rent 

the very soul of those who heard it; and 

the deep waters closed over him, to restore 

him no more till "the sea shall give up its 

dead.'' 
But to close this scene of horrors.-The 

greater part of the crew and passengers 

were saved. The !and which they reach­

ed was near the Cape; and froIT1 Cape 

Town so many vessels _were proceeding to 

different parts, that the passengers had 

their choice of returning to England, or of 

proceeding to India, or elsewhere, as they 

chose. Mrs. Portman, and her fatherless 

family, went on board a vessel bound for 

England; and Mary, with much sorrow, 

bade them farewell, and, with her compa­

nion, put herself under the protection of a 

family who intended to prosecute their 

voyage to Calcutta in a ship which would 

leave the Cape in a few days. Mary was 
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under great obligations to their kindness, 

as she had lost every thing but the papers 

and purse which she had secured about 

her person. 
Grateful as she was for her preservation, 

her mind was weighed down, and she could 

not recover her cheerfulness. A thousand 

apprehensions of further dangers haunted 

her, and the dreadful recollection of Mr. 
Portman's dying moments never quitted 

her, night or day. No further evils, how­

ever, awaited her: she and her companions 

had a safe and prosperous voyage to Cal­

cutta; and when she had embraced her 

parents, and spoken to them of her grand­

father, and given vent to the full flow of 

her affections, she was once more light­

hearted and happy. She loved to be with 

her parents, for their countenances, actions, 

and tones of voice, recalled many associa­

tions of childhood which were sweet to her 

heart. She loved to speak of her honoured 

grandfather, and to make her father and 

mother understand the strength of her 

g ratitude, and the depth of her affection 
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to his memory. That affection was ex­

tended to all who had been connected with 

him; and her English friends found, that the 

comforts and delights of her happy home 

did not exclude them from her thoughts. 

She wrote to them frequently and affec­

tionately, and even anticipated th_e time 

when she might lead her parents to the 

grave of him who so well supplied their 

place to her in the years of her childhood, 

and when she might introduce to them 

those friends who possessed so large a por­

tion of her love . 
The e enjoyments and these anticipa-

tions were happiness enough for her who, 

at an early age, had learned to moderate 

her de ires, to regulate her affections, to 

find delight in active u efulnes , and to 

consecrate all to Him whose favour she 

early sought, and therefore early found. 

THEE D. 
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SUSANN AH; 

OR 

THE THREE GUARDIANS. 

Introduction to the history- Susannah's recollections 

of her family- Description of her uncle ancl 

aunt Warner, and their maid Mrs. Judy Griffin­

their notions of diet and guardianship-and how 

usannah spent her time until the decease of her 

annt. 

I AM now an elderly woman, and can look 

back on the days of my childhood and youth, 

with that coolnes3 of observation which 

enables me to form something like a true 

estimate, of the different errors into which 

the various guardians of my early days fell, 

in their management of me; and also to 

feel the value of that good conduct and 
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prudence in the last of my lnstructresses, 
·whereby I was redeemed, humanly speaking, 
from the consequences of these errors. 

It is said that nothing is more difficult to 
poor sinful human nature, than to observe 
that moderation and equality of conduct· in 
the management of their affairs, wherein 
true wisdom alone is to be found. lVIankind 
_is always running into excesses; and I re­
member being much struck by a remark of 
an elderly man who had been a great 
observer through life. The remark was 
no other than this : that he had never 
intimately known a single individual who 
managed his money concerns with auy thing 
like perfectjudgment and prudence; or any 
one person who did not tend either toward 
meanness or extravagance, or occasionally 
fall into both of these errors. 

If therefore, in this single point, which is 
entirely of a secular nature, man with all 
his boasted wisdom and prudence is found, 

_,vhen closely examined, to be so generally 
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deficient, how can we "' vnder when we 

find his frequent and total failures in more 

difficult and nicer points; but not to detain 

my reader longer with the result of my 

observa.tions on the tendency of mankind, 

and even the best of them, to depart from 

moderation, even on occasions where there 

is an· evident desire to do well, I shall 

proceed to relate my little history. 

I was born of creditable -parents, who 

dying wheu I was about four years of age, 

left me under the charge of three guardians, 

two of whom were my uncles by" marrying 

tn) father's sisters, and the third the husband 

of my mother's sister. 

l have no recollection of my mother, who 

died some time before my father; but of my 

last dear parent I ha\l·e some faint remem­

brance, though the circumstances of his 

death and the time of his ceasing to be with 

me, are blotted from my memory. A few 

years ago, hO\vever, when I visited the place 

m vhich he lived and where I vr.s born, 

B 3 



6 SUSANNAH, OR 

I seemed to recollect the trees and fields 
which surround the house, as one recollects 
things seen only in a dream. Yet \Vith these 
remembrances my father's image was so 
closely connected, that I fancied a thousand 
circumstances belonging to him, a11 of a 
tender and pleasing nature; neither do I 
know to this moment whether these images 
which arose before my mind on that occasion 
were wholly the effect of fancy, or the result 
of things which really_ happened, and had 
]eft their faint and indistinct traces on my 
memory; but be this as it may, the first 
circumstance which I can distinctly recol­
lect, was finding myself living under the 
care of my mother's sister above mentioned, 
in a small country town, the name of which 
is of little importance to my history, and 
subjected at times to the care of an elderly 
servant, for wh~m I had no great relish. 

IVIy uncle Dr. Warner, was a physician, 
and my aunt was a grave, sensible, and 
conscientious ·woman, and generally sup­
posed to be one of the persons in the world 
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most proper to have the care of children, 

and as she had no family of her own, I have 

no doubt that every one thought I was a 

most fortunate little girl to have fallen into 

such able hands. l\1y aunt's house was the 

perfection of old fashioned neatness . I 

fancy, even now, that I can sec the iron 

gates and railings which enclosed the little 

court so neatly paved, and weeded so care­

fully, which extended itself before the front 

of the house; and I have cause also to 

recollect the bright and shining floor of oak 

in the dining parlour, by reason of the many 

bumps and tumbles, togetbe1: with the 

sundry rebukes which it cost me during the 

first years of my re idence with my aunt. 

\Vhether my aunt was the senior of my 

mother by many years, I cannot say, but 

this l know, that I considered her always as 

a very old person indeed, for her manner 

was stiff, her face long, her nose high, her 

complexion pale, and her countenance sus­

ceptible of so few changes that I conlcl 

:::;eldom distinguish whether she was pleased 
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or displeased, in a state of comparative 
enjoyment or under the influence of un­
pleasant feelings; with all this [ believe her 
to have been a well intentioned person, and 
decidedly correct and upright in her conduct, 
as far as it respected her fellow creatures . 
I may also add,. that I think she had many 
good and just notions on the subject of reli­
gion, thoug h she was far from being the 
person who could make it attractive in the 
eyes of youth. 

I was about four years of age when I en­
tered my aunt's h ouse, and remained with 
her till my tenth year, and during that 
period I led . a life of the most perfect 
monotony which can possibly be conceived 
in a scene so variab]~ as that of the present 
world. 

I slep.t iu a small light closet, within my 
aunt's room, into w hich I was bolted every 
n ight, p recisely as the clock struck eight; 
an<l never set at liberty till about seven the 
next monung, being thus condemned to 
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about eleven hours of perfect solitude, and 

having no other occupation for those porti­
ons of my time which I did not spend in 
sleep, but in looking out from my window 
on a wide church yard, which spread itself 
before me, immediately beyond the iron 

railings of which I have spoken above. As 
I had little notion, at that time, of that bright 

and _glorious world which the eye of faith 

lays open beyond the grave, it may be sup­
posed that my meditations on the church 
yard were not always of the most enlivening 

nature, nor particularly well calculated to 

render my hours of retirement agreeable; 

however, though I once or twice ventured 
to hint to my aunt's maid, lVIrs. Judy Griffin, 

some of my feelings on these occasions, 
and to say that I should be most thankful 

to be allowed to share the housemaid's bed; 
or at least not to be bolted into my closet, 

no attention was paid to my feelings, and I 
was told that I was a naughty girl, and 

onght to have no other thought but that of 

an entire submission to my aunt's will. 
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\iVhen my door was opened at seven 

o'clock in the morning, I was allowed to 

come into my aunt's bed-room, where I 

spent at least an hour and a half at my 

needle, waiting for my breakfast, while the 

good lady went through the various duties 

of the toilet, which I have since considered 

might have been expedited in at least, one 

sixth part of the time, but my aunt was one 

of those excellent persons who maintain that 

it is impossible to be neat unless a large 

portion of time is taken up in combing, 

brushing, pinning, fitting, and turning round 

before a looking glass. 100 

a o 

I never recollect, that on any of these of 

occasions my aunt noticed me but to find tne 

fault with something in my dress, per- 1n1e 

son, or manner, and the best I had to i~n 
expect was that she would uot notice me 

at all. 

At half after eight w~ breakfasted, but 

unfortunately my uncle, had discovered, or \\ 

thou~tht be had discovered, that no breakfast l• 
u IQh 
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was so suitable to the constitution of a child 

as porridge, and therefore to porridge l 

was condemned, though I had a particular 

aversion to it, and would infinitely have pre­

ferred a piece of dry bread and a glass of wa­

ter. It was needful, however, that I should 

take something, and as the tea and bot 

rolls, with which my aunt and uncle regaled 

themselves were interdicted to me, I used 

to sv?allow my porridge as speedily as I 
could, and spend the rest of the time ap­

pointed for the meal, in thinking bow much 

toast and butter, and what sweet tea I 
should have when l 1,,vas grown up, and had 

a h01.1se of my own, and if I could slip out 

of the parlour after breakfast and persuade 

the footman to give me a morsel of the 

interdicted roll. My reader, if he uuder­

stands human nature, "ill~not be surprised 

at my having often attempted so to do, al­
though I knew that it might cost me two or 

three untruths to conceal this misdemeanour. 

~ Then my comfortless breakfast was 

finished, my uncle always went out, and [ 
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was placed in the corner of the room in 

stocks, and with dumb bells in my hands, 

whilst my aunt made some family arrange­

ments. My aunt was not often absent on 

these occasions more than half an hour; 

but sometimes when difficulties arose in any 

of the departments of the offices, she would 

perhaps forget me, and leave me much 

longer, nevertheless she still expected to find 

me always where she had left me, and in 

case of my having made my escape, I was 

made subject to sundry penalties, which 

I have not now leisure to enumerate. It was 

generally ten o'clock when my aunt return­

ed to the parlour, and then the dumb bells 

were to be relinquished, and I was made 

to stand by the working table for two hours, 

learning long columns of spelling, and suu ­

dry catechisms, of which I did not under­

stand a single sentence. 

From twelve to one I ,,,as subjected to 

the instructions of a writing master, a 

grave old man, always wearing a small 

sc ratch wig, which had shrunk so much that 

it. 
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it shewed the pole of his neck, and great 
part of his grey head behind. J do not re­
collect that J ever saw a smile on the coun­
tenance of this worthy man, for such I be­
lieve he was, as he executed his part by me, 
in a faithful, conscientious manner, though 
he 110t seldom b'rought me into disgrace 
with my aunt, by com plaining that l\tliss 
would not speck her i's, and by expatiating 
on the perversity, and sundry other evil 
qualities of youth. When the bell of the 
church struck one, I was allowed to play; 
but the field of my recreations ·was so very 
s mall, and so many eyes were constantly 
upon me from the parlour and kitch en win­
dows, that it will not be imagined that my 
gambols and sports wrre of the most en­
li\.'ening kind. J was seldom allowed to 0 ·o 
beyond the little square court in fron t of 
the house, and it was not often that I e11-
terecl thi scene of amusement, but as I be­
fo re remarked, J was saluted from one or 
other of the windows with some word , of 
reproof or caution, either from rny aun l or 
Mrs. Ju dy Griffin. 

C 
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At two I was called in and dressed in my 

silk slip, gauze bib and apron, and made 

to sit very upright, whilst my aunt and un­

cle enjoyed their dinner, for, as far as I \Yas 

concerned, l bad little enjoyment of any of 

rny meals . My uncle, in bis medical capa­

city, having made many discoveries concern­

ing the unwholesomeness of almost every 

kind of food of which l was particularly 

fond, insomuch that bad I not had friends 

in the house-maid and _footman, I should 

have stood a very great chance of having 

my growth entirely stopped for wan t of 

proper nourishment. 
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My uncle and aunt generally sat long at 

their meals, and what was worse lzy far .to 

me, they also sat a long while after dinner, 

and l was required to sit with them, an ob­

servance which l found so particularly irk- So 

some, that I inwardly resolved, if ever I and 

should live to grow up and have a house of ~ears 

my own, I would never sit a moment after 1~~, 

, dinner. 
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When my uncle left the dining room I 
was generally called to my needle, and sel­
dom allowed to leave it till tea was brought 
in; and ,vith the tea, that which was even 
worse to me than porridge, namely, a news­
paper, ·wh ich, in the absence of my uncle, I 
was compelled to read aloud to my aunt, 
that is, if we bad 110 visitors, for it was a 
very common custom of my relations to 
fiuish the evening with a rubber at whist, 
on which occasion, if I could not get out 
into the kitchen, I was made to hem, darn, 
or stitch, at the corner of the card-table, 
without any other amusement, than hear­
ing what was trumps, or who had the odd 
trick, an.d thus my time wore away till the 
sad moment arri,·ed, when I was committed 
to my closet for the night. 

Such was the general routine of my day; 
and in this manner passed the first five 
years of my life, after my father's death, 
th_c seventh day bringing me little relief~ 
the views then given me of religion being 
ouly calculated to add snperstitious horror~ 
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and gloomy fears to the other unpleasant 

circumstances of my situation . 

lVIy 1:eader may, perhaps, wish to know 

the effect of this mode of life upon my 

mind, and I will endeavour to give him the 

~a tisfaction which he may rcqt1ire. 

Iy character yvas naturally lively, and 

my feelings strong. I can remember in the 

earlier period of my residence with my aunt 

\ iVarner, that I often rebelled, and was 

highly, and openly indignant a~ be"ing made 

to suffer so mirny privations, but after a 

while I suppose that I became stupid, for I 

remember no breakings out of passion, but 

a constant and habitual feeling of di ssatis­

faction, and a fixed determination of throw­

ing of the yoke as soon as possible, and of 

breaking th rough every regulation by which 

I had been conducted in infancy. M.y mind 

was continually filled with the ideas of what 

I would do when I was my own mistress ; 

and l was even then always on the ·watch 

to act iu a manner contrary to my guardiau's 
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wishes, whenever I thought I could do it 
with impunity. In consequence of all this, 
l became habitLrnlly artful, and when set at 
liberty for a moment, was wild and boister­
ous in the extreme, I was anxious and 
greedy respe_cting food, and stood at no 
means of o~taining what I desired, by fraud; 
with all this, however, I had some sen,se of 
right and wrong; I kne,, very well when I 
was doing amiss, and had frequent shar-µ 
pangs of conscience. If I did not love my 
aunt, l "as not wholly without feelings of 
respect for her; and I sometimes wished 
that I could live without deceiving her. 

Such was my state, to the best of my re­
collection, when I entered my tenth year, 

t which time certain events took place 
which made an entire change in my situa-
10n. 

I\ [y aunt had never appeared to l,e a 
healthy person; and about this period she 
became woi·se: and w·ithout having any par­
ti •p 1ar disease, as fat· as could be a certain eel, 

c3 
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gradually languished, and was at length laid 

on her bed, from which she never rose again. 

There had never been any animation, any 

intellectual vivacity or spiritual joy in the 

expression of my aunt's countenance; hell 

features, even in youth, must have been long, 

gaunt, and gloomy-; it may be imagined, 

therefore, what her appearance must have 

been under the ravages of disease, and on 

the approach of death. 

I do not presume to say that she was 

really miserable, and without hope, in this 

situation, indeed I am far from thinking she 

was so, for she used many expre?sions, when 

on her death bed, which might fairly prove 

the contrary; but her appearance in the eyes 

- of a young and inexperienced person, was 

alarming and even terrific, .,and I frequently 

stood and looked at her, during ber illness, 

till I was filled vvith horror, and felt that if 

such was to be the end of all mankind it 

would have been better never t_o have been 

born: at length she died; I saw --her pale, 

cold, aucl ghastly coun tenance; [ saw her 
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laid in her coffin, and followed her to her 
grave; and 1 came back again resolving 
never to be wicked any more, and never to 
tell lies, or deceive, or steal cake and sugar, 
and in this state of mind I was locked by the 
careful Mrs. Judy in my closet where I cried 
and trern bled till l fell asleep. 



CHAPTER IL 

Dialogue between Mrs. Judy and Miss 8usannah, 

who with tears takes leave of her uncle Warner­

Her journey throu~h London, to Captain Talbot's 

-The reception she and Mrs. Judy met with 

there-Their reluctant separation and Susannah's 

abrupt introduction to her youthful co1-1sins, whose 

ungovernable rudeness renders the whole house a 

scene of confusion. 

l sTAI D with my uncle Warner only a few 

<lays after my aunt's funer?-1; but being un­

der M rs. Judy's instruction I experienced. 

little relief from my fo rmer th!·aidoms; and 

· s my uncle ,"i\1 as much fro m home, my sit­

uation was very far from being ameliorated; 

but at th·e end of this time, I heard that I 

was to go to the house of 1\1rs. Talbot, my i'OU t 

fatr er's eldest sister, then residing beyond 1 tart i 
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Lolldon; and I was told I was to be put into 
a chaise, and that Mrs . Judy was to accom­
pany me to my new home; and shall I see 
London and the Tower, and the Lions? I 
said to lVlrs. Judy, who had opened the 
important information to me. 

You will see what is proper for you to see 
Miss, replied Mrs. Judy. 

ls my ~ncle Talbot a Doctor? I asked. 
No, said .Mrs . Judy, drawing herself up, 

he is nothing but a Captain in the Army. 
And is not a Captain as good as a Doctot? 

I enquired. 
No, said she, to be sure not; I wonder 

you should ask such a question. 
Shall I have pC,rridge for my breakfast? 

was my next question. 
How should I know, retorted 1\Irs. Judy; 

but perhaps nothing so good. 
Nothing so good! I replied. \iVhy, what 

can be worse? 
I wonder at your undutifulness :Miss, re­

turned Mrs. Judy; vvh en your uncle wishes 
11• • you to eat porridge, it shews a very bad 

11
J heart in you to dislike it. 
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I said no more on the subject of the por­

ridge, but asked how many chidren my aunt 

Talbot had . 
I don't know, she replied, but if they are 

all like you Miss, there will be a fine house . 

Does uncle Talbot read the newspapers? 

I asked next; but Mrs . Judy would bear no 

more, for it was bed time, and I was to go 

to my ' closet. The next morning I ·was 

called by break of day to attend 1\/Irs . Judy 

to the carriage; and rejoic_ed, as I was going 

to London, to get free from my sad closet. 

\Vhen l came to take leave of my uncle, l 

burst into a flood of tears and hung about 

his neck for a few mocpents, with no other 

feelings b·ut those of affection. 

The old gentleman seemed quite softened; 

he kissed me tenderly, expressing his sorrow 

in parting from me, and told me that there 

·was a home fo~: me in his house as long as 

he lived . 
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uncle had tormented me with his svsten1s 
respecting food and medicine, but they had 
both meant well; they had acted by me to 
the best of their knowledge; they had made 
me uncomfortable, indeed, but they had 
merited my respect, and I left their house 
with tears, and e\'er remembered them with 
gratitude. What my feelings are with re­
gard to the persons under whose care I next 
fell, remains to be explained-in order to 
which I shall beg my reader to accompany 
me and 1.\tlrs. Judy in my journey to London. 

ut Stage coaches were not at that period 
er either so convenient or so respectable as 

they now are; it was therefore thought 
proper that J should travel in a po ~t chaise, 

di and l was by this arrangemeut, condemned 
~· to a tete a tete with Mrs. Judy. I had little 
re enjoyment in my journey, but what I deri­
ti ved from the sight of the new objects which 

presented thernseln~s upon the road. vVe 
ardved iu London late in the eve11ing, aud 

ill' the next morning proceeded on our journey, 
uS not having more than fifteen miles to travel. 
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As we had breakfasted in London, we did 

not arrive at the place of our destination 

before one o~clock. Having entered a pretty 

village, we enquired for Captain Talbot's 

house, and were directed to a handsome 

dwelling, standing at some distance from 

the road, having a wall and gate in front and 

a shrubbery behind . My uncle Talbot bad 

1eft the army, and having come into posses­

~ion of a handsome property by the death of 

an elder -brother, he was living in affluence, 

a1though his ideas of comfort \-Vere, perhaps, 

not altogether similar to those of my poor 

aunt Warner . 

-
As the carriage drove into the grounds, 

1frs. J u<ly exclaimed against the apparent 
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want of neatness of many things around the 

house, and seemed to be particularly struck 

with the broken sticks and torn papers with 

,11,rhich the coach ring was scattered over. 

Another moment brought us to the door, · 

,vhich was opened by a slip shod houseman, 

a footman in a geu teel undress, peeping in IOfli 
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the mean time from some recess in the back 
ground of the hall. 

Is l\1rs. Talbot at home? was the first 
enquiry; to which we received a doubtful 
answer, and were made to stand a\vhile at 

d the hall door, whilst the maid ascertained 
d whether her mistress would be seen; in the 

mean time l\lrs. Judy and I had opportunity 
0[ to inspect all that wa visible of the house. 

vVc were standing at the ('Dtrance of a 
r handsome hall, from the centre of whose 

roof hung a bro1-en lamp; a marble table 
stood on one side of us "ith a crack right 

5, tbrongh the middle; immediately under the 
]amp was a rocking horse with a broken 
head; and a variety of dilapidated toys, were 
scattered in all directions over the blue. and 
white stone flooring of the apartment. 

Look l\!Irs. Judy, [ said, look at that 
, rocking horse and those dolls. 

iu 
11's. Judy did not require to be told to 

D 
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look; she had seen every thing, and had 

failed not to draw her conclusions, though 

she only uttered certain inexplicable humphs 

and ·groans, with which she amused me till 

the maid servant again appeared and invited 

us to follow her. 

Though we had stood ten minutes at least 

in the hall, the mistres.s of the house was no 

farther distant from us than the next par­

lour; and if she had availed herself of this 

opportunity to improve her own appearance, 

or that of the room in which she sat, it_ 

might, perhaps, afford some subJect of spe­

_culation to the curious to imagine what 

might have been the condition both of the ll'as 

lady and her apartment, befo_re it had un- rolo 

dergone the operations of such an arrange- i~e 

rnent as could be effected in a few minutes. ijre 

The room in which my aunt sat, was 

elegantly, and 0ven richly furnished, but 

such a scene of confusion, I had scarcely 

ever beheld; what with broken play things, 

torn papers, soiled pinafores, hats, whips, 

of 
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cats, kittens, and puppy dogs, there was 
scarcely a chair on which a stranger might 

sit down; the fine Brussels carpet was 

stained in many places and still wet in 

others; and it appeared by an empty cup 

and saucer and some broken and gnawed 
crusts on the table, that some one had been 

breakfasting after the usual family meal had 
been removed. 

1\ily aunt sat on a sopha in a bow window, 

for it was summer, with a littered table 

before her, and her feet raised on a footstool. 

She was a large woman, but exceeding rather 

in dimensions than height; her complexion 

was generally sallow, though she had a high 

colour in her cheeks; features to be sure 

she had, but after having lived with her for 

five years I should be wholly at a loss ,to say 

of what shape they were, or to declare the 

colour of her eyes, or even their expression, 

for she seemed almost too indolent to look 
any one in the face; she had a large double 

chin and thick neck which she seldom 

covered, and when l first saw her, seated 
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as she was on a sopha, she gave me the idea 
of a person· who had worn a full trimmed 

dress of mourning for the last month, and 
never thought it worth her while to put it 

off in order to arrange her hair. 

She scarcely moved when she saw me, 
though putting out one baud she called me 
to her, addressed me by my name, and said 
she was very glad to see me. I ran up to 
her, and thinking I must kiss her, put my 
mouth to her cheek, on which she turned 

a little towards me and exerted herself so , 

far as to say that she hoped I should be 
happy under her 1~oof, as she was sure I 
was a very goo~ girl and had been brought 
up with the greatest care. 

That indeed she has been, exclaimed l\!Irs. 
Judy, vvorked up to the last pitch of indig­
nati011, by the cold and careless manner rn 
which she had been overlooked. 

If l\tliss Susannah does not hehave well 
and prove herself~to be the best of children) 
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she will not have been worthy of the excel­

lent education she has received; and then 

she burst forth in such a eulogium of her 

late mistress; of her neatness, order, care­

fulness, and regularity, as made my aunt 

Talbot look round her lvith amazement, and 

led her to enquire of the speaker if she had 

lived long with Mrs. ,varner, and what place 

she held in the family. 

That of housekeeper, madam, said lVh·s. 

Judy, ctravi·ing up. I kept all the keys an~ 

saw that every thing was in its place in the 

house; and as she spoke she lool~ed about 

her with an air and a manner which seemed 

to say, it's a pity that there is not some such 

decent· person as myself in this house. 

Indeed, said lVlrs. Talbot; y9u were lVIrs. 

Warner's housekeeper; and you have ac­

companied my niece from the country; 

v,1ould von choose a little breakfast? . 

Mrs. Judy looked as if she had not come 

all that way merely to accept a little break­
n 3 
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fast; however, she restrained her wrath, 
and saying that she wished to return imme­
diately, asked if she might not see the 
Captain . 

lVIrs. Talbot looked at the bell as if she 
intended Mrs. Judy to save ·her the trouble 
of ringing j t, but l\1rs. Judy did not take the 
hint. Mr. Talbot is somewhere in the 
grounds with the children, said my aunt; I 
wish I could see some one to call him . .Mrs. 
Judy stood still . 

Shall I trouble you, said my aunt, at 
length, to pull the bell? 

Mrs. Judy walked across the room with 
dignity, but I spared her the pain of touch­
ing the bell rope by running before her, for 
which I received a grac10ns smile as my 
reward. 

My dear l\triss, said the old servant, 
addressing £11e, though we were still in my 
aunt's presence; I have done all that is 
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required of me here I sec, I shall ouly stay 

to see the Captain and deliver to him certni u 

messages from my master respecting your 

health, and then 1 shall take my leave; and 

she looked scotnfu1ly at my aunt. 

Oh 1\lrs . Judy, I said, I shall be sorry 

when you go, and my eyes filled "vith tears, 

but never mind speaking about my health. 

Is not my niece healthy? said my aunt, 

overhearing what "e said. 

Not!'. partic~1larly so, returned lvlrs . Judy; 

her ans,ver being delivered quite a laconi­

cally and coolly a the que tio 1 had been put. 

I hope, said my aunt, that there is uo 

comvlaint about ber wl ich might infect the 

other children . 

Nt:·s . Judy could scarcely reply for indig­

nation, and at length answered by another 

question . Bles me, madam, what can you 

mean? and she was proceeding to ackl 
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somewhat more, when my uncle burst into 

the room, followed by five children, the who~e 

party shrieking, and shouting, and pushing 

before each other to see their new cousin. 

As my uncle was the loudest and largest 

of the p~rty, it was natural for me to look 
first at him; and [ was by no means displeased 

at his appearance, for with a gentleman-like 

carriage, he had a handsome good humoured 

countenance, and a hearty affectionate man­

ner. I can give little account of the first 

five min_utes passed in the presence of my 
newly met relations, for thefe was such a 

noise, such an uproar, so much hugging and 

~issing on all sides, and such a number of 
voices ·shrieking in my ears that I was glad 

to make my escape to the side of lVJ rs. Judy, 

who stood in the midst of this universal -

uproar like some mighty rock in the ocean, 
ji.'r:ed, immoveable, and of portentous aspect. 

The good woman, however, . opened not 
her mouth till my uncle Talbot recollecting 

her, suddenly offered her~his hand, exclaim-
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ing at the same time, what, Judy Griffin of 

savoury memory, how are you my old 

friend? have you forgotten the pranks I 

used to play amongst your cheese ~cakes and 

mince-pies? l\1rs . Talbot I hope you have 

not failed to welcome Mrs . Judith Griffin . 

My aunt looked up} but made no answer. 

I have a letter from my master for you 

sir, said the inexorab le l\'lrs. Griffin, and 

with that she presented a letter duly folded, 

directed, and sealed, from my uncle \Varner, 

intimating that it contained certain docu­

ments respecting the management of my 

health . • 
" 

Humph, said my undc, the captain, as 

he received the letter, aye, yes, from the 

Doctor respectiug Susaunah's health; they 

call yon Susannah, don't they my <l ar; and 

as he spoke he broke the seal, and nrnning 

over the letter with his eye, r peatecl aloud 

some of the most important words, atnongst 

which I distinguished, salts now and then; 
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no fruit; porridge; spare diet_; ,vith several 
terms, whose direful import I too well un­
der~tood; and then having finished its 
perusal he suddenly crumpled up the letter 
ina most unceremonious manner and thrust­
ing it into his waistcoat pocket, said, so far 
so well; give my respects to my good 
brother ,i'\larner, and assure him that all 
shall be duly attended to, and 1 dare say we 
shall do very well; and now my good NI.rs. 
Judy, what will y_ou have? will you go into 
the housekeeper's room a~d regale yom~self? 
you must stay with us for some days, we 
can't part ,vith you yet; and his invitations 
were s0 warm and cordial that he would 
assuredly have succeeded had not my aunt 
indolently remarked from her seat on the 
sofa, that the servant bad expressed a wish 
to return with the chaise, and that it was 
only putting her to an inconvenience to 
press her to stay; well, be it su, said my 
uncle, who it seems had accustomed· himself 
to be very accommodating to all my aunt 
chose to propose; and Mrs. Judy, vvho 
appeared to be not half satisfied with her 
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reception, made her exit with unimpeached 

dignity, having first taken a more tender 

leave of me than I could possibly have ex­
pected from one of her habitually cold and 

severe habits . 

I remember that I stood at the bow win­
dow watching the exit of :Mrs. Griffin, till 
the last wheel of the carriage had past from 

my view, and might have stood some time 

longer meditating on many events of my 

early life, and on those scenes and persons 

which had now passed so entirely from my 
view, had I not been roused by a violent 

noise behind me; and turning round I found 

that my uncle was engaged witfi Robert and 
"\Villiam, his two sons, in a game at romps, 

the boys having been detected i.o an attempt 

to pick his pocket of my uncle Wareer's 

letter, whilst my three female cousins, J ulfa, 
Fanny, and Kate, were in high altercation 

with each other, about some toy,, hich each 

desired to appropriate exclusively to herself. 

I had never witnessed a scene of this kind 
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before, and being previously sorne,vhat i~a 

agitated in finding myself among total stran- last 

gers; I burst mto tears and sobbed so loudly, siae 

that the _noise suddenly ceased and all the foun 

. persons presen t turned round to look at me. ana 
~ly 

What my li ttle girl, said my uncle, kindly 10g 

coming up to me and taking me in his arms; lette 

v;rhat, crying because you have found so piea 

n:iany new relations? come, co me, wipe hvo 

away those tears and Je t us all be merry ; plae 

and so saying he carried me out into the ~are 
garden at the back of the house, where, ~fo 
being foll°'ved by all the children we in- iingl 

dulged in a violent fit of romps which was llnple 

only concluded by a call to dinner, round moue 

·which ·we all sat down without any of those my e 

previous ablu tions and changes of garments litr 

which I had hitherto been taught to be in- Oil ! 

dispensable before a formal repast of this ~gan 

kind . I was . 

T he last dinner I had eaten was at an il!1t 

abou t forty miles 011 the other side of Lon- lir 

don, where [ had been allowed to partake ~u~ 
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iat spa1·ingly of a little boiled mutton, and to 
rn· taste the corner of a raspberry puff; con­
Ir I sider then what were my feelings when I 
~; found myself seated at a well covered table 

and allowed to take of every thing I chose. 
My uncle during the whole time not mak­

ll)' ing the slightest reference to ~he Doctor's 
is; 'letter, and my aunt being so wholly occu­

pied by-her own concerns and those of my 
two youngest cousins, one of whom_ was 
placed on each side of her, that I might 
have endangered my life by my excesses 
before she would have been led to make a 
single observation on the subject; the first 

in· unpleasant effect I found from my want of 
fa\ moderation was the increasing tightness of 
1na my cloaths immediately round my waist, -
i»C but regardless of this I continued to indulge 
nt~ till I was actu,ally so uncomfortable that I 
in· began to cry, and my uncle supposing that 
~is I was fatigued ordered me to be carried up 

into the nursery and put to bed. 

}WI I was glad of any excuse to be undressed, 
:,u- and had now no reason to dread the want of 
1kc E 
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company in the sleeping apartment which 

was appropriated to me, for it was a long, 

wide, and airy apartment, containing four 

cribs and a servant's bed, and the nursery ­

maid and sempstress vvere sitting at one 

end of the room and were ready to undress 

me when the footman brought me to the 

door. 

As I have_ given some descri:ption of the 

confusion which prevailed in the parlour, 

I shall forbear to describe the various in-
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cumbrances of every chair, chest, bed, and 

table, of this more private apartment; suffice 

it however to say, that Hercules himself 
orer 

might have counted it a labour to have put 
llJen 

it into a neat and orderly state; however 

as order and regularity are commonly mat-

ters of indifference to children I should not 

have been much troubled by the contem­

plation of this scene 0f confusion, had I not 

felt an approaching headacp and experi­

enced a dizziness in my head vvhich added 

not a ' little in my fancy to the wild con­

fusion of all around me, hmvever after I had 

orer 
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been in bed a few minutes I was great_ly re­

lieved by a voilent fit of sickness, after 

which I fell into a deep sleep and probably 

should have slept myself quite well had it 

not been for a circumstance which I am 

about to relate. 

I was in a deep sleep as I said before, and 

was dreaming of being in the post chaise 

with Mrs. Judy, when suddenly I thought 

r, that we had encountered a monstrous wag­

gon laden with hay which fell over us, and 

I awoke struggling, as I fancied, under the 

hay; but instead of being in a chaise and 

overwhelmed wiLh hay, what w:as my amaze­

ment to find myself on a bed, and entirely 

enveloped with some of the clothes which I 

had seen on first entering the room strewed 

ot over the floor of the apartment. 

1· 

ot For some moments I was unable to get 

fl', frP.e, but when I at length succeeded in 

ed peeping out for a little air from under tbx 

11- stifling mass, I was saluted with a bur 

n<l laughter from the whole assembled be 
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my cousins, which with the loud reproaches reit 

of the nursery maid and sempstress;formed into 

no agreeable sound in the ears of one who - IV~ 

was just awakened from a sound and heal- cMJ 

rng repose. 

lVIuch however as I had been kept under, 

I was not wanting in spirit, and I presently 

_let my cousins know that I was not to be 

insulted with impunityi for I instantly seized 
all that lay within my reach and threw it 

upon th~ enemy with-all the force of which 

I was mistress. 

lVIy cousins were nothing behind me in 

returning the compliments which I paid, 

and such an uproar presently ensued that 

my aunt herself was moved and actually ap­

peared at the nursery door to enquire what 

was the matter. 

The storm howeve11 was by no means 

1eushed by her appearance, and she had re­

not'3ted the children to be quiet more than 

fusic before they would allow me to be at 

for 
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d 

THE THREE GUARDIANS. 41 

rest; in the mean time my aunt had walked 

into the room and seated herself on a bed, 

where she was presently surrounded by the 

children, who, without making any excuse 

for what had happened, or accounting in 

any way for the extraordinary confusion of 

every thing in the room, like experienced 

generals, lost no time in carrying the con­

test towards the quarter from whence they 

expected the next assault, and set them-
• .. 

selves one and all to obtain some fovoui-

from their mother, juctging from former ex­

perience of the general good success of 

importunity where any thing was to be 

obtained. 

l\Iamma, said Robert, shouting in at one 

ear, when are we to go to nurses? you 

promised we should go some day; may we 

go this evening? 

l\da.y'nt we go to the shop to night, said 

William ? Mamma do let me have my wax 

doll out of the cupboard, said another. 
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Mamma, mamma, squee1ed a fourth, I 
want a bit of that cake in the pantry. 

May not I show Susannah my doll's house, 
said a fifth ? and the sixth, who. was but 
two yeats old, finished the chorus by roar­
ing for sugar candy. 

I could not see my aunt's face whilst all 
this uproar was going on, but !'heard her 
command one and another to be quiet, 
threatening to call papa, and at length, be­
ing unable to bear the noise any longer, I 
saw her push some of the elder children 
from her, . and bid the nursery maid turn 
Robert and William out of the room. 

The maid however sat still, having her 
reas_ons I suppose for not obeying; and 
contenting herself with saying, I wish you 
would be quiet young gentlemen, there is 

. no living for your -noise. 

Don't you put in your word Mrs. Betty, 
said Robert sulkily. 
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Be quiet Robert, said the mother who 

had by this time extended herself on the 

bed where she had been sitting, whilst the 

children having sauntered up to the bow 

·window at the end of the room had ga­

thered round the sempstress, and were all 

requiring som,ething or other at her hand. 

Sew me up this pocket lVIrs. Bint, said 

William ; give me a bit of bees wax, said 

Robert; I want a shred of that silk_, said 

Julia; do lend me a needle, said Fanny; 

and on the good woman declaring her in­
ability to satisfy all, they raised such an 

uproar that my aunt called again to the 

nursery maid, and iri no agreeable tone of 

voice asked her why she did not obey her 

and turn the boys out of the room. 

On this occasion the servant got up and 

attempted to seize hold of one or other of ' 

the boys, on which such a scuffle ensued as 

I had never before witnessed. 

It seems that William was a much better 

tempered boy than Robert, and when Mrs. 
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B,etty attempted to lay hands on him, satis- no! 

fied himself with eluding her grasp by such cent 

feats of activity as it was impossible to wit- con 

ness without Laughing; sometimes he would J)ea 

allow her almost to lay hold of him, and jnstl 

then would make his escape by diving un- an~ 
cler one bed, jumping over another, creep- ~00 

ing under the tab le, or climbing upon a ont 

chest. of drawers, and when weary of these 
.. exploits he' at length made his exit_ with a 

tumble head over heels, and a flying leap 
down stairs. 

Master William having thus tafren his 
departure, Mrs. l?etty being re-urged by her 
mistress, made her next attack upon Robert, 
and was pushing him by the shoulders out 
of the room when he suddenly turned upon 

· her and struck her. 

'The young Woman very properly did not 
return the blow, but called on her mistress 
to reprove her son. 

This my aunt did not choose to hear, thus 
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holding out all the encouragement she de­

cently could to the young gentleman's bad 

conduct, and as might be expected he re­

peated his blow, on which the servant being 

justly offended used her utmost strength, 

and forcing him out of the room closed the 

door and bolted it; the boy being thus shut 

out set up such screams and cries on the 

outside of the door, accusing Betty of having 

hurt him, that the weak mother took alarm 

and ordered her to oµen the door again, ac­

cusing her of voilence. 

He is not hurt madam, said the servant; 

I desire you to open the door, said my aunt, 

in her accustomed indolent manner, I choose 

to see if my child is hurt; and the door was 

opened and Robert brought to his mother 

that it might be ascertained where he was 

injured. 

In order to make his triumph more com­

plete, Maste1: Robert chose to appear to be 

in great pain, and _ in consequence it was 

thought necessary that he should be laid on 
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a bed whilst his back was rubbed by his 
mamma, and in this state he lay till my un­
cle's voice was heard under the window 
calling the boys to bring their fishing rods, 
and accompany him to a neighbouring pond, 
on which occasion Robert jumped up and 
left the room, whilst his mother again ex­
tended herself on the bed. Whilst this scene 
was passing between Master Robert, his 
mother, and Mrs. Betty, it must not be sup­
posed that my younger cousins were quiet, 
or that they allowed any one in the- room to 
be at peace; little Kate insisted on coming 
in and out of my bed at least twenty times, 
and on one of these occasions fell down and 
broke her head; Julia cut up a piece of 
silk which lVIrs. Bint had prepared for a 
sleeve, and which could not be matched in 
the village; and Fanny broke a china bason, 
full of food for the infant, and poured its 
contents over a basket of clean linen; and 
thus the evening wore av;ray till my aunt and 
the remainder of her unruly flock were 
called to tea, whilst I being considered as 
an invalid ,vas left in the nursery to enjoy 
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the company of the maids, and to glory iu 

my emancipation from porridge a11d dry 

bread. 

Notwithstanding the scene of confusion 

which I had witnessed in the nursery, I 

certainly had some pleasant anticipations 

respecting the life of freedoq1 which I hoped 

to enjoy under lVIr. Talbot's roof, and though 

my play-fellows were undoubtedly not the 

most agreeable, yet I could not divest my­

self of the idea that it would be pleasant to 

have persons of my own age to associate 

with; then the ease and abundance of the 

house was certainly far more inviting at first 

sight than the extreme formality of my for­

mer abode; and I could have no clear ideas 

of the evils which are ever attendant on a 

state of anarchy, whether in a small or large 

society, neither had I any religious princi­

ples to restrain my desires of self indulgence, 

for rny superstitious fears were chased 

away, at least for the time, by the bustle in 

which I had been lately involved, and I had 

no better feelings to take their place. 
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I had been pleased with my uncle Talbot's ren 

friendly attentions and I considered my aunt mg 

already as a mere nothing who would let n~ 

, me do as I chose, and would be as blind to lea 

my faults as to those of her own family; o'cl 

and thus as I lay speculating on these mat- ~an 

ters I fell asleep and did not wake till the 

children came roaring and shouting up stairs 

to be put to bed. 

The next morning I was allowed to rest 

or rather lounge on my bed till breakfast 

time, when the non-appearance of the 

dreaded porridge seemed to fill up _the sum 

of my happiness. excu 

sne 

Tbis ,my secpnd day at my uncle Talbot's Usual 

was to be a holiday as a compliment to me, and 

which l rejoiced to hear, though I certainly 

was more vveary at the end of the day than 

I had ever been of any ' twelve hours _I bad 

ever spent in my life, for my uncle's chil­

dren never played, but spent all their leisure 

·hours in lounging, squabbling and eating; 

the t~ird day was however to bring a 'recur-
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rence of lessons, on which occasion a writ.­
ing master, and '¥hat is called a day gover­
ness, made their app~aranc~, and these 
teachers remained with us every day till one 
o'clock, unless they were displaced by the 
dancing master, who attended twice in the 
week. The governess was as I afterwards 
found, a well educated young person .who 
lived in the village, and might, perhaps, 
have profited us considerably, for she seem­
ed to be in earnest in what she undertook, 
had not my aunt been always in the room, 
and always ready to supply excuses for in­
dolence and want of attention. You must 
excuse Fanny this morning Miss Clayton, 
she would say, if she is not so quick as 
usual, for she has com plained of a headach, 
and poor Robert was out all yesterday even­
ing with l1is papa, and it is not surprising if 
he is tired and dull, &c. &c. So what with 
mamma's. excuses, and my cousins' dislike 
of lem:ning, the progress they made was 
yery slow, in so much so, that in the com­
parison. I passed with l\Iiss Clayton when 

F 

' 
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first put under her care, for rather a clever, 

well instructed child. 

I was tolerably contented at my uncle· 

Talbot's for some weeks, though I did not 

find the happiness I at first expected, many 

little troubles arising which I had not fore­

seen. Being left entirely to myself in the 

article of food, I used no restraint whatever, 

and in consequence so frequently over­

loaded my stomach that I became subject 

to sickness and headachs, and after a while 

so entirely lost my taste for any common 

food, thut in fact I seemed presently to have 

1ost all relish for my meals, and often sat 

down to my breakfast and dinner anxious 

to eat, and greedy of dainties indeed but 

incapable of enjoying any thing. 

I also found that I had mi5calculated the 

easiness of my aunt's temper. 

She was, without doubt, an indolent wo­

man, and used neither watcbfulnesr, or ob­

servation, notwithstanding which wltcll the 
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ill conduct of her chidren really put her to 

inconvenience, (I will say nothing of shame, 

for she was not very liable to feelings of 

this kind,) she became very irritable, and 

if she could not find any other persons to 

blame than these her children, she would 

generally contrive to throw the whole blame 

on one individual amongst them; and the 

persons commonly selected on these occa­

sions were her second son and eldest daugh­

ter, the one because he was evidently not a 

favourite, and the other because she had 

conceived the idea that this girl ought to 

take from her all the burthen of her family, 

and possess all the wisdom and self-denial 

·which her mother had never practised. In 

case, however, of a possibility of throwing 

off blame of any misdemeanour upon a­

nother, she never attempted to settle it on 

any of her own family: and on these occa­

sions she was often guilty of injustice the 

most glaring and offensive; and though she 

never had recourse to any penalty or the 

infliction of any actual punishment, yet she 

contrived to make every one around hei_: mi-



52 SUSANNAH, OR 

serable, and to fill every mind with the idea 

of being ill-used and disliked. · 

· ~Then a child or servant is found fault 

with in a just and conscientious manner, 

there is always a certain something within 

which pleads for the reprover, but the mind 

revolts against unjust accusations, and the, 

will rises against those who are capable of 

making them; accordingly I soon ceased 

to respect my aunt-, and became wholly 

careless whe-ther I pleased her or not: I a­

voided her company; I disliked my cousins, 

because they were objects of her selfish re­

gard, a·nd I was occupied by no other con­

cern than that of pampering and pleasing 

myself. Thus for three whole years 1 lived 

the slave of passion and prejudice, defend­

ing myself whenever I was detected in 

doing v;rrong, by palliations, untruths, and 

gradually changing from a well behaved, 

neat little girl, into a bold, slovenly, coarse, 

and ill-bred romp. 

The only perso11s for whom I had the 
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slightest regard in the family were my cou-
- sin William, my uncle, and the nursery 

maid, as to my aunt I had every feeling 
towards her that I should not have had; 

Robert I feared from his violence, and I 
hc1,ted Julia because she gave herself the airs 

of an elder sister; Fanny was my aversion, 

because she was the favourite of her mamma, 

and her word would be believed against any 

of us; and I hated the two least children, 

because they had dirty faces and largP- sto­

machs. Such was the state of my mind 

whilst r remained in this family, and such 

the comforts of an ill-ordei.·ed household; 

I had experienced the effects of extreme 

strictness, and I do not hesitate to say that 

the miseries of mis-rule are as much greater 

than those of even severity, as the outrages 

nf a mob, are more to be dreaded than the 

over-'\-veening power of a single tyrant. 

T~e time, however, of my residence with 

my aunt Talbot was wearing to a close; 

and I shall hasten to give an account of 
F3 
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some of the last days of which I spent m 

this unhappy situation. 

o,,er the chimney piece in the common 

sitting room in this house, was a miniature 

picture in ivorx of my aunt; it had been 

taken_ when she was in her bloom, and be­

ing so nearly allied to herself, was an object 

of no small value and imterest to her. 

It happened one morning as we were all, 

with the exception of vVilliam, playing in 

this room, where the picture was, that· I 

having happened to give some offence to 

Master Robert, he took up a wooden nine­

pin and hurled it at my head; it was natu­

ral for me to endeavour to shrink from this 

furious assault, 1 accordingly stooped when 

I saw the nine-pin coming, and raised my 

hand to save my head, by which, I perhaps 

might have turned the course of the missile, 

but be this as it may, the nine-pin having 

~issed my head, struck "vith -such force 

against the miniature picture, ,vbirh was 

just behind me, that the glass and ivory 
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,vere smashed into a thousand pieces, and 
in one moment the only remaining memo­
rial of my aunt's good looks perished for 
ever. 

For an instant we all stood appalled at 
the accident, and a general silence prevailed 
through the room; it was not, however, of 
long duration, but was presently followed 
by a universal burst of exclamations, a­
mongst which I could only hear these words 
of my cousin Julia, who looking reproach­
fully at me, said, well Miss Susannah you 
have done it now, and pray what do you 
think my mamma will say to your precious 
handy v1orks? ,vhat have I done I repeated 
with unmingled astonishment? I did not do 
it, it was Robert. 

\Vas it? she said, laughing, indeed I did 
not understand that; did riot you turn the 
nine- pin agains t the picture? lt would never 
have touched the picture if you had not 
forced it towards it with your hand; and if 
I did so it was only to save my head l\Iiss 
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Julia, I answered, and it is no more than 

any one else would have done in the same 

sUuation, but I am sure I did not mean to 

hurt thP- picture. 

But you did Susannah, said Robert, you 

did, and I shall tell mamma all about it. 

Tell her what you will, false and deceitful 

boy, I replied in a flame of indignation, tell 

her what you will, I dont car.e for any of 

you . What more I added I know not, for 

whilst I spoke my aunt appeared and fixed 

her eyes on the unfortunate miniature. 

Who did this mischief? she enquired, 

evidently in great agitation. 

Susannah did it, said Fanny, and she says 

she does not care. 

lVIy aunt's angry eyes were fixed on me; I 

did not do it lVliss Fanny, I said, and you 

speak a falsehood if you say I did. 
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But you did,said Robert; you did, saidJ u-­

lia; you did, said Fanny, you know yon did. 

My aunt looked more and more angry, 

and when I would have spoken bade me go 

up into the nursery, at the same time giving 

me such a push as sent me reeling to the 

door. 

II In the hall I met William who seeing me 

f crying and sobbing with passion, enquired 

the cause, and being made acquainted with 

the state of the case; he undertook my 

cause, which I heard him plead with much 

spirit and sincerity as I stood listening with­

out the door, though frequently interrupted 

by Robert and Julia. 

,·, . l will speak Robert, I heard him say, I 

will not allow you to say what is not true 

of Susannah. 

u I did not distinctly hear Robert's answer,. 

but it seems that words were beginning to 

run very high between the two brothers, 
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when my aunt interfer~cl and bid them both me· 

be silent. My picture is destroyed amongst my 

you she said, and it little matters who have l'ail 

done it, let me hear no more about it. c~o, 

O~e 

Then I may bring Susaunah back, said and 
1 

William. not 

No, said my aunt, let her go to tbe nur­

sery, or we ::;haU·have more mischief. Su­

sannah did not do the mischief mamma, 

it was Robert, said William; did I not tell 

. you that I will hear no more about it, said 

my aunt, what business is it of yours, 

vVilliam; It is every body's business to pre­

vent injustice, saiq. William. 

Did I not tell you that I would not be 

teazed any more returned the mother? My 

picture is destroyed and that is enough 

for me. 

Yes, said William, but nut by Susannah; 

will you never have done said the mother, 

and at that moment, hearing a step behind 
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me in the hall, and fearing that it might be 
my uncle, whom I well knew would be pre­
vailed upon to judge of this affair as his wife 
chose, I ran up into the nursery where I 
opened all my grievances to Mrs . Betty, 
and dur old friend the sempstress. I shall 
not repeat all that was said on this occasion, 
indeed, I cannot recollect it, nor is it of 
much consequence, but it chiefly consisted 
in invectives against my aunt and cousins, 
with the exception of William; anrl lVIrs. 
Betty ~·emarked, that it was a great mistake 
for a servant to suµpose that an indolent 
and careless lady made the best mistress 3 

for said she, though I have been as much as 
four years in this house, yet I will plainly 
say, that I would not have stayed two had 
it not been for master, who knew that I ,vas 
trusty vvith the children, and made it worth 
my while to put up with the noise, and up­
roar, and confusion, and my mistresses odd 
ways; but, added she, I don't think for all 
that that I shail be able to bear it much 
longer: for my mistress never knows wbcn 

she is well served, and its just a chaucc 
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whether she is pleased or displeased. Ser­

vants are always most comfortable ·wi th 

those mistresse_s, who look after their own 

households and know when things are right 

and when they are wrong, and if servants 

are, I am sure children are, added I·, for 

though my aunt "\Varner was so particular, 

I was ten ti mes happier with her than I am 

here, for I knew how to please_her, and how 

to keep out of mischief, and tbere was no­

body to believe lies against me, and that is 

110t the case here. 

In this manner I continued to converse 

with Mrs. Betty, till the sound of carriage 

,Nheels struck our ears, and running up to 

the vvindows we looked out, and saw a neat 

chaise and pair drive up to the door, within 

v.rhich was a lady and c:hilcl. 

one 

N 
lain 

le1.11 

not Ah, said l\tfrs. Bent, who can that be, the 

lady looks not unlike l\frs . Darnley, surely 

it cannot be your aunt Darllley, a11 the way · Ires, 

from DevoJJshire . 
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Mrs. Darnley was my father's younger 
sister, she bad married a clergyman some 
years since, and as· it happened I had never 
seen her, though her husband was my t_hird 
guardian, this lady had two daughters and 

• 
one son. 

My aunt Darnley I said, trying to get a 
glance of her as s~e stepped out of the car­
riage, oh! how I should like to be ac­
quainted with her, is she like my aunt Tal­
bot? 

Not at all said the sempstress, with a cer­
tain expressive look at Mrs. Betty, not the 
least, she was here about five years since, 
and I made her a gown, and I never saw 
any one inore easy to fit, she is as nice a 
lady as ever [ saw, and speaks so kindly to 
her inferiors; ah, said Mrs. Betty, that does 
not agree with ,;;vhat I have heard my mis­
tress say of her. 

Why, what does she say of her said Mrs. 
Bent? that she is a very particular family 

G 
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person, and is at the end of every thing. rery 

She is none the worse for that, said -:Mrs. you 

Bent. you 

nnti 

No, to be sure, returned the other, that not 

is what we were saying just now, that those nere 

persons who know hov~ work is to be done, 

, and understand the way in which things 

should be managed, and can distinguish be­

tween right and wrong, and will be obeyed 

when they give an order, are the best to 

deal with in the Jong run, and that's what 

I think every se1Tant will allow. 

The lady who had arrived in the carriage 

was in fact no other than my aunt Darnley, 

as we soon found from the footn;rnn to whom 

Betty spoke from the top of the stairs, and 

l in consequence expected to be called down 

every minute, but the time wore away and 

I was left where I was, till my female cou­

sins came up to be dressed before dinner. 

Betty, mamrna says, you are to make us 
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very tidy and smart, for aunt Darnley takes 
a great deal of notice; how am I to make 
you tidy all at once returned Mrs. Betty, 
you know I am always telling you of your 
untidiness, and those little misses who •are 
not neat when there is no company, will 
never be very nice when there is. 

That's no business of you~s Betty, · said 
Julia, but you are to put on some of our 
best things now, and so saying, she went to 
the drawers and laid out some of the smart­
est things she and her sisters possessed .. 

Is Miss Susannah to be dressed? said the 
servant. 

I don't know, said Julia, mamma is an­
gry ivith her, but she did not say she was 
not to be dressed. 

I was accordingly prepared for my ap­
pearance, and went down with my cousins 
into the dining parlour, where I found my 
aunt Darnley ready to receive me with affec-
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tion, having as I afterwards found frequently 

enquired for _!Ile befon~. 

My aunt had a little girl with her some­

what older than myself, called Emmeline, 

she was standing by her mother when first I 

saw her, and I was extremely taken with 

her sweet and modest appearance, and 

~he rare simplicity and neatness of her 

dress. 

I was not less pleased with my aunt Darn­

ley, though the vivacity of her countenance 

and a certain quickness with which she 

seemed to observe all around her, made .me 

feel a considerable degree of fear mingled 

with the love vvhich she inspired. 

After baving received her warm and cor­

dial embraces, I had_ placed myself in such 

a direction that I could watch her counte­

nance, and at the same time make a com­

parison between her and my aunt Talbot, 

with whorn I was not at that time in the 

best possible humour, and as I carried on 

my 

see 

M 
~a~ 
sati 
all 

bosi 

~e 
lo c 

~ant 
gao 



d 

THE THREE GUARDIANS. 65 

my comparison, I thought that I never had 

seen two sisters more unlike. 

We were soon summoned to the dinnet· 

table, and after dinner., it being summer 

time, a variety of fruit was set before us. 

My uncle Talbot, and my aunt Darnley, 

had kept up a lively and agreeable conver­

sation during dinner,and the children having 

all been deeply engaged in the important 

business of satisfying their appetites had 

been perfectly silent, but this quiet was not 

to continue much longer; whilst the ser­

vants were setting· on the dessert they be­

gan tq talk, and the youngest child now five 

years of age chose to leave her place and 

get on her mother's lap, contriving as she 

climbed up on her knees to give her gown 

a terrible rent. 

' 
1\/Iy aunt Talbot exclaimed at this invasion 

on her comforts and possessions, and push­

ing the child away remarked, that there 

were nothing but misfortunes that day, 
• G 3 

I 
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pointing to the broken miniature which still 

hung over the mantle piece. 

Ah, said my uncle, that was an unfortu­

nate accident indeed, and his eye glanced 

at me. 

My aunt Darnley remarked, that she was 

sofry to see the picture so destroyed, as it 

had been at the time a very good likeness. 

You thought so, did not you· Anna, said 

lvfrs. Talbot, but it cannot be helped now, 

and she looked again at me. Well, but how 

did the accident happen, said my aunt Darn­

Jey, you say by a nine-pin, but how came a 

ni?e-pin in contact with the picture. 

Tt was Susannah's doing said Julia, Su­

sannah did it, said Robert. 

I did not, cousin Robert. I did not Julia, ~ 

I exclaimed, my whole face flushing with 

passion, I did not do if, and you knm;v that 

you are speaking untruths; Julia and Robert 
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II looked at their mamma, my uncle fixed his 

eyes on me, and my aunt Darnley turned 

from one to another round the table as if 

she was reading every countenance. 

\', 

II' 

ia, 

th 

I did not do it, it was not my fault, I · con­

tinued to repeat, though my aunt Talbot 

told me continually to be silent, till at length 

quite overcome with passion I burst into 

tears and said, only ask William bow the 

picture was broken, he will tell, he knows 

how it was, and he can speak the truth. 

And so can I too, Miss Susannah, replied 

_J:lobert, here my uncle called us to order 

with a violent blow on the table, and my 

aunt Darnley remarked, that it might per­

haps be a satisfaction to all present, if each 

of the parties were allowed to tell their own 

story. 

What would be the use of that, said my 

aunt Talbot, I at least have had enough of 

it, I have heard nothing else this morning; 

then how was it, said my uncle, if you have 
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heard it so ofteu, do gi~e us the satisfaction 

of hearing it once more: and as he spoke 

there was something in his manner which 

made my aunt understand that he would 

for once have his O\~·n way, for she imme­

diately ceased to make any re~istance, but 

seeing some person pass before the window, 

though it was only the gardener, she got up, 

walked to the window, called to him, and 

pretended to have recollected something 

which had been neglected. 

My uncle in the mean time, to my great 

satisfaction, made Robert and J ulia tell their 

story, after which, seeing me uuablt:! to 

speak for myself, he ordered \Villiam to 

speak for me 3 when each party ban stated 

the cases, they ,vere cross-examined by my 

uncle, assisted by my aunt Darnley, who by 

one or t,;;vo important questions brought the 

whole to light and established my innocence, 

and the dishonourable conduct of my cou­

sms. 

For shame, for shame, said Mrs. Darnley, 
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looking at Julia and Robert with honest 

displeasure, but perhaps, recollecting that 

she was not at home and not dealing with 

her own children, she added no more; nor 

indeed was any more necessary then, for 

my uncle very _ properly bid his son and 

daughter leave the room, and keep out qf 

bis sight for some days to come, and this 

was no sooner effected than my aunt Talbot 

returned to the table, and was quly informed 

that my innocence was established. 

Established indeed it was, but I had no 

further prospect of justice than I had before, 

o for I saw a concentrated rage in the coun-

o tenance of my aunt, whose lip trembled, 

and whose eye shot fire, but she restrained 

,· herself and remarked, that Robert and Julia 

r were very naughty children, and then in-. 
stantly turning from the subject and bring­

ing forward one which she knew would in­

terest her husband, the whole matter ap­

peared to have been forgotten to all except 

me, but I still trembled with the apprehen-

l'i sion of what I might expect. 
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My aunt Darnley having sat a little longer 
complained of fatigue, and asked permission 
to retire for a short time to rest; and Mrs. 
Talbot at the same time rising to go into 
the nursery with her children, [ took th~ · 
opportunity to steal into a retired part of 
the garden where I could yield in quietness 
to my heaviness of heart. 

There sitting down under the shade of a 
cluster of filbert trees l wept without re­
straint~ and how often did I wish myself 
back under the comparatively peaceful roof 
of my aunt vVarner's house .. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The unkind treatment Susannah experiences from 
Mrs. Talbot till she is unexpectedly taken away 
by her aunt Darnley-Her joy upon the deliver­
ance-and Mrs. Darn]ey's instructive conversation 
with her during their journey into Devonshire­
their arrival at the Parsonage. 

Here I remained till called to the tea ta­
ble, where I appeared with eyes swollen 
and every expression of sorrow. l\tiy aunt 
Darnley and my cousins took no notice of 
me at tea, and Julia and Robert were absent, 
my uncle also and vVilliam were out. I had 
however, to endure many cold and angry 
looks from Mrs. Talbot, and when my uncle 
returned after tea, I was surprised to see 
the two offenders brought down, and their 
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- pardon pleaded for from their father, in the mos 

presence of the whole family. erer 

How should 1 forgive them :Mrs. Talbot, 

said my uncle, when they persisted so long 

in a mischievous falsehood? a~t 
all o 

1,hey were frightened-they meant no coM 

harm, said my aunt; do kiss them and make almu 

it up. The children and the mother con-

tinued to plead; ' the former seemed to be lo 

sorry, and my uncle forgave them; and thus 

they were taught to think light of that con-
, 

. 
duct which they ought to have been made 

to abhor. I expected that my aunt Darnley 

would have interfered, but she said nothing, 

at least before us, and, by her guarded man­

ner, 1 supposed that her mind bad been 

poisoned towards me, and that I had no­

thing to hope from that quarter. 

Mrs. Darnley remained with us nearly a . Wast 

week, and during that time I was very un­

happy. :My aunt Talbot and cousins, always 

excepting '\1/iWam, treating me with the ut-. 
Fro 
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most coldness, though I had nothing what­

ever to complain of with •respect to my food, 

· or of any other indulgence of that kind, yet 

I was miserable, and much of my misery, I 

have since thought, proceeded from the 

agitated state of my passions, which were 

all up in arms against. Mrs. Talbot, whose 

cold and selfish carelessness rendered her 

almost an object of aversion to me. 

In the mean time my aunt Darnley was 

preparing for her departure, and as she had 

taken little notice of me, I heard of her 

having determined to go off the next morn­

ing without regret. 

However, on the eve of her departure, I 

was surprised to see Mrs. Betty engaged in 

putting my clothes into a trunk, and when 

J questioned her on the occasion, I heard, 

with a satisfaction I cannot describe, that I 

was to go and live with my aunt Darnley. 

From that time all was confusion and tu­

m ult in my mind, and when, at length, I 

H 
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was put into the chaise with my aunt and 
. little cousin, my joy was sullied only by a 

single tear, and that tear was shed for 
William. 

As soon as the door of the chaise was 
shut a'nd the postillion had put the horses 
in motion, my cousin Emmeline took bold 
of my hand, and putting it into her mother's, 
said, I am so glad, mamma, that Susannah 
is coming to live with us, she wpl be so 
happy, and we shall love her .so much. 

My aunt, as her little daughter -spoke, 
drew me closer to her, and said, I hope she 
will be happy, my Emmeline, I have no 
wish, my dear Susannah, but to make you 
happy, and she kissed me affectionately. 

Oh ! aunt Darnley, I said, I am so glad 
th at I am coming with you, and I burst in to 
tears, confessing that I had lately been very 
miserable. 

vVell, my dear, said my au nt, th at is now 
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passed, we will talk no more about it; I 

s saw that you were not comfortable, and 

therefore I persuaded your uncle Talbot to 

part with you; and I trust and hope, my 

dear child, that you will have no reason to 

lament the change. 

Indeed I never shall, I answered, for I 

was miserable with my aunt Talbot, and I 

was going to utter several complaints, when · 

Mrs. Darnley interrupted me, saying, my 

beloved child we will drop all this; when 

you leave any place you ought to remember 

nothing but the kindnesses you have re­

ceived in that place, and if you are inclined 

to find fault with the conduct of any person 

towards yourself, then ask of your own 

heart whether your own behaviour deserved 

any better treatment. 

· But I did not hreak the picture, indeed, 

au~t Darnley. 

I do not say that you did, my dear, said, 

she ; but did you not break out into a pas-
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sion "vhen you were wrongfully accused, and 
did you not indu~ge in invectives against 
your -aunt and cousins? 

But they did not hear me, aunt Darnley, 
I answered. 

Perhaps not, she replied, but there was 
one who did. 

Betty heard me, I answered, and Mrs. 
Bent; did they tell you about it aunt? 

No, my dear, returned Mrs. Darnley. 

Then how did you know that they heard 
me? 

I did not know that they heard you, my 
love, said my aunt, and I was not thinking 
of Betty when I said that there was one who 
heard you speak ill of your aunt. I was 
thinking of God, who knows all we do, 
and takes account of every idle word we 
speak. 
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I had heard nothing of this kind for some 

years past, and could make no reply. 

On which my aunt,judging, perhaps, what 

passed in my mind, said there is one thing, 

my dear child, which I wish to explain to 

you before we are longer together, in order 

that you may understand me, and not be 

at a loss how to please me. I am now to 

stand in the vlace of a parent to you, and all 

the dutjes you owed to your own dear pa­

rents, now no more, you owe to me. I am, 

therefore, to be considered by you, as long as 

you live with me, as a mother, and I wish 

you to tell me from vvhom a mother receives 

her authority ayer her child. 

I hesitated a little,and then said from Goel. 

And which, said she, is the greatest? the 

Goel who gives the parent his authority,orthc 

pare11t who recei,·es the authority from God? 

I answered, certai11ly the God who gives 

the authority. 
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Then, said she, if a parent is so wicked, 
after the Almighty has given him his au­
thority to rule and govern his children -
rightly, to l}eglect or misguide thP,se child­
ren, by what superior law should such un­
happy children be regulated. 

I replied by the law of God. 

Such being the case, ~he replied, every 
child in all situations, whether under the 
guidance of good or bad parents, of kind or 
cruel guardians, ought to have one fixed 
and abiding rule of conduct, and that is the 
will of God. The word of God, my child, 
is a sure and certain guide in every situation 
in life, and I now tell you that by studying 
th is word and endeavouring to act up to it, 
you will find the means of pleasing me; so 
tha_t you need never to· be at a loss in what 
manner to suit yourself to my temper or 

· my Y".'ishes. 

By the word of God, aunt, I replied> do 
you mean the Bible. 
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Certainly, she answered. 

But I know ~ery little of the Bible, I 

answered . 

I am sorry for that, my dear, she replied, 

but we will get you a Bible in London, and 

you shall immediately consult it, in order to 

learn how children should behave to their 

parents. 

Oh, aunt Darnley, I said, but I fear it will 

be very long before I understand all these 

things. 

If you mean, said she, that it will be very 

1ong before you understancl_the whole of the 

Bible, I grant it will be so; but there are a 

few plain things in religion, which, with the 

divine blessing, a child much younger than 

you are, might soon be made to understand. 

'I'he first of these is this, that the Almighty 

God not choosing to shew himself person­

ally to mankind, has revealed his will to his 
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creatures in his written word, in the same that 
manner as I might write to you ata distance, Who 

and tell you what to do: and if a little child woi 

understands this, and has a Bible, and 
can read, is there any reason, I ask you, R 
why he may not know his Lord's will-as me • 

far, at least, as it is necessary for him to wee 
know it. 

A little child may also soon be made to 
know that his kind father or mother is 
given to him as a friend to whom he may 
r un in all his troubles, and to whom he may 
confess all his faults, and from whom be may 
receive help and direction in studying the 
,;vord of God. 

And now, my dear child, added my kind 
aun t, as there are many pretty things to be 
seen upon the road, l 'will not keep your 
attention longer upon these subjects; but 
only recollect these tv;ro things: the fi rst is, 
that you will · find all that is needful to be 
kno wn of God, and of yourself, and of the 
rules of life and conduct, in the Bible; and 
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that you have now found a mother, from 

whom you must not hide any thing· wrong 

which you have done. 

Remember, my child, that you must tell 

me every thing you do amiss; ~nd I will 

weep together with you for your faults, and 

we will pray together, and I will shew you 

were you are to seek strength to do better 

in future; and then, my Susannah, you will 

become a holy and a happy little girl, and 

you will enjoy such sweet veace as you 

uever knew before. 

As my aunt spoke, I looked at her face, 

and thought I had never before seen so 

sweet a countenance. I did not then know 

what it was that made her look so lovely, 

for I had never before had occasion to notice 

a set of features beaming with holy charity, 

and pure and, I might say, perfect love. I 

can give you no idea of the impression 

which her manner and discourse made upon 

me, or bow my heart was drawn out with 

love towards her and her lovely little daugh -
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ter, whose tender and dove 1ike eyes were wil 

fixed upon me all the while her mother was su 

speaking, in a manner which might be· more 
easily conceived than .described. 

We passed through London this day . mor 
about noon; and, having· dined and bought ~aa 
a bible, we continued our journey in the ana 
direction towards Devonshire. vVe arrived o(~ 

about seven o'clock at a small town where 
we had some tea and went to bed. I slept 
in the same roo-m with m.y aunt and cous-in, 

\ 

and before we got into bed, my a:unt made 
me read the first chapter of Genesis in my 
new bible, and join hei· and my cousin in 
prayer. I was surprised to see that she did 
uot use a book when she prayed, and to 
find that f understood every word of her 
prayer, and felt myself considerably affected 
by the· tender and a.ff,ectionate mannel' iri 
which she made mention of me in her sup­
plications. In the morning we arose early, 
and continued our journey. 

\Ve were now entering into a mu~h more 
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wild and natural country than that which 

surrounds London; and 1 shall never forget 

the impression which was made on my 

mind by a conversation which passed be­

tween my aunt and Emmeline, on the 

morning of our leaving the inn where we 

had slept. We were travelling over a wide 

and level down, fragrant with heath and 

other aromatic herbs. On the horizon was a 

mist, above which the red rays of the rising 

sun shot upwards towards the meridian. 

Many sheep ~ ere feeding on the down, 

attended by little shepherd boys, sitting 

apart from each other, and presenting the 

images of innocence and peace. 

A few thatched cottages, in blooming 

gardens, were scattered here and there ; 

and now and then an ancient spire or tower 

presented itself to our view. 

Ob, mamma, said Emmeline, how happy 

those little shepherds appear to be, and 

how fresh and sweet are the breezes which 

blow over this place. lf I did not love our 
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_ own home so well, I think I could be very 1 
glad to Jive in one of those cottages, and 
enjoy the quiet of this pleasant place. 

When we travel through countries un- stan 
known to us, my dear Emmeline; said my larl 

aunt, and see picturesque cottages and plea-
sant gardens and groves, and waterfalls, ,and 
hills and meadows, we are apt to think that 
the inhabitants of such places must be 
happy; not considering that happiness has 
little to do with the places in which we live; 
but that it entirely depends on our fee-lings 
towards our God. 

You may judge of this, my beloved child, peo 
by your own experience. Vvhen your heart 1i•itij 

is filled with love to your God, and drawn tne)' 
out in affection for him and his people, are peo 
you not always happy; and \fhen your heart and 

is not in that blessed state, are you not al- of tn 
ways miserable? ~oo 

Oh, yes, rnamma, returned Emmeline, I 
have often felt what you describe. 
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1y aunt, then addressing me, took occa­

sion to give me the first information I had 

ever received respecting the awful doctrine 

of man's depravity; and made me under­

stand the reason why l had been so particu­

larly unhappy in my aunt Talbot's house. 

There is ·n our nature, my dear child, said 

she, a certain inclination to do evil, which 

requires a constant controul, and in situati­

ons where this controul is not exercised, 

human beings invariably make themselves 

miserable, and have no power to help it. 

There are many things which force grown 

people to restrain themselves, and behave 

~ ith a certain decency and propriety, though 

they may not have much religion. Some 

people are obliged to work for their bread, 

and then they must submit to the humour 

of their masters; and gentlemen and ladies, 

know, that-if they do not pay their debts 

and behave properly to each other, that 

they will be cast out of society and that no­

body will notice them. But little children, 
I 
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when ·living in their parents' houses, have !he 
no fears of this kfod, and if their parents do led 

not keep them in order, they become tor- sym 
men ts to ,them'selves and to' every one about pra 

them; and thus it ·was in ·your poor annt m~ 
Talbot's family-she is blameably careless of ma , 
her children, and though her young people att 
have every indqlgence which it is possible my 
for her to supply, they are truly miserable, slov 

and all who have any thing to do with them ner, 
are miserable also. hea 

The children themselves are slaves of 
their own bad pa-,sions, and they can neither 
rest themselves, nor let any one rest who 
has any thing to do with them. Your aunt 
has no comfort in her children-neither can 
she expect any-for she cannot be· made to 
believe that their natures are depraved, or 
that any restraint is ,needful for them. 

Nly aunt then added a great deal more on 
the depravity of man's nature, and made me 
understand that he had not been made 
originally sinful, but.had become so through 
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the transgression of our first parents; and 

led me to look into myself to discover the 

symptoms whereby I might discern this de­

pravity in my own heart, shewing me that 

my greediness of food, my inclination to 

make my own story good on all occasions 

at the expence of truth, my unthankfulness, 

my entire forgetfulness of my God, my 

slovenliness and want of courtesy of man­

ner, were all symptoms of that depravity of 

heart, of which she spoke as belonging to 

all and every one of the children of Adam. 

But, aunt, I said, you have seen very little 

of me at my aunt Talbot's, and how do you 

know that I have all those faults. 

Here Emmeline interposed and said, you 

do not know Susannah how quick mamma 

is in knowing the ways of children. You 

mu t never attempt to hide any thing from 

mamma, she will find you out in a minute. 

I am glad of it Emmeline, I replied; glad 

said my aunt, somewhat surprised at the 
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glee with which I spoke; yes, aunt, I said, 
I feel that I shall like to· live with a person 
who will know when I am really good, and 
when I am really naughty: really good re­
plied my aunt, when are we poor creatures 
really good? we · are better sometimes than 
others at least aunt1 I said, and I do not like 
people to find fault with me when I am not 
particularly naughty; perhaps, you do not 
like to be found fault with at any time, said 
my aunt; I do not know, I answered, i am 
not quite certain about that, to be sure I 
don't like to be scolded and punished at any 
time, but 1 think I should like to be set right 
i11 a kind way when I am wrong, for l am 
tired, tired of being such a wird, idle girl as 
I have been, aud I would give all the world 
to be like my cousin Emmeline; as I spoke 
these words I burst into tears, and my aunt 
turning towards me kissed me with teuder­
ness, saying, my dear Susannah, J thank 
God who has put this feeling into your 
heart, and be assured my child, that if you 
will but be sincere with me, if you will but 
make me your friend and never deceive me, 
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you shall ever find an affectionate and ten­

der mother in me, sisters in your cousins, 

and a father in your uncle. 

Thus my dear aunt initiated me by de­

grees, and in the most gentle, easy, and 

winning manner, into the mysteries of our 

blessed religion; and now that I am speak­

ing on this subject I must not fail to say, 

that as soon as she had duly impressed my 

mind with the doctrine of man's depravity 

and utter helplessness, she proceeded to 

unfold to me the mighty work of man's 

salvation, in all its parts, as wrought by the 

glorious persons of the adorable Trinity. 

Nor can I ever forget the glow of animation 

with which she first explained to me the 

love of the Father, the triumph of the Son 

over sin, and death upon the cross, and the 

various offices of the Holy Spirit. 

r;fhe general outline of these solemn mys­

teries were given me by my aunt, on the 

third and last day of our journey; and all 

that 1 afterwards beard on the subject of 

I 3 
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religion, served to fill up this great outline, 
and to oµen more and more intimately each 
lesser part of the mighty whole~ and thus, 
whilst my mind became daily more and 
more enriched with heavenly knowledge, I 
was made to behold the beautiful effects of 
true piety in the conduct of every individual 
of the family; and to feel, that if I was not 
myself wholly under tbe influence of reli­
gion, I ,vas much indebted for happiness, to 
the firmness., gentleness, forbearance, and 
universal rectitude of those that were. 

But, to proceed ·with my narrative; on 
the evening of the third day, having entered 
a little valley enclosed by two woody hills, 
we arrived in view of a neat parsonage house 
standing in a garden, and shaded to the 
n~orth by a grove of lofty oaks, and having 
in its front a wide -field whjch shelved down 
to a little brook. At the moment, when 
our carriage had arrived at the spot from 
whence the house could be distinctly seen, 
with all its useful and picturesque appenda­
ges, a waggon load of hay was passing away 
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from the field through the gate, and ·we saw 

many persons engaged with their forks and 

rakes collectiug the residue of the hay; a­

mongst the5e, my aunt immediately distin­

guished her daughter Lucy, and her little 

son Charles; and soon after my uncle him­

self was distinguished, sitting with a book 

in the coruer of the field. 

Oh \ happy, happy, home, exclaimed 

Emmeline, in an ecstacy of <lelight. Oh 1 

mamma, mam ma, we are come home again; 

Susannah, there is Lucy and little Charles, 

· dear little Charles and papa, and old John, 

and Kitty, and Sally, and the widow Jerret, 

and Jepny, all in the hay fie\d. Oh, how 

glad they ,vill be when they see the carriage, 

and bow pleased they will be to see Susan­

nah; and a she spoke she fluttered like a 

little bird, who being held in the band is 

trying to escape. 

We had now descended deeper i11to the 

,,alley, and were passing through a rural 

~treet enclosed on each side by thatched 
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cottages, and were actually about to enter 
the blooming garden of the parsouage, be­
fore the busy people in the hay field were 
a'ware of our approach; but scarcely was 
the alarm of our arrival given, that such a 
ring of joy thrilled_ th rough our ears as I 
had scarcely ever hea·rd before, and more 
happy faces gathered round us than I had 
ever seen in all the course of my life before 
that moment. I do not know how I got 
out of the chaise, but I presently foun_d my­
self in a neat and roomy study, where the 
tea things were prepared before an open 
window; and I ,vas introduced to my uncle, 
whose mild and gentlemanlike man_ner, and 
serene and intelligent countenance, made 
me no sooner look at him than desire to 
obtain his esteem. 

VVe, the travellers, were very hungry, 
having bad no dinner, and ,-vc immediately 
sat dov;,n to tea, but with no confusioJJ, 
<Wery person seemed to lmow his place, and 
mine was appointed to me between my aun t 
aud eldest cousin. 
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There was nothing on the table but tea, 

excellent melon, home-made bread, and 

fresh butter; and my aunt without bustle 

or ostentation gave each of the children 

their proper portion. After tea a little box 

including a few presents from London was 

introduced, and whilst it was being unpack­

ed, 1 observed no confusion amongst the 

children, but each waited patiently till every 

thing was unfolded, and I saw with some 

surprise, that not only the servants of the 

family had been remembered, but even some 

of the poorest and oldest inhabit.ants of 

the village; and Emmeline and Lucy were 

charged to go into the hay field, and deli,·er 

the vresents to such persons who might 

there be fouud. 

When this important b~siness was finish­

ed, and little Charles had duly inspec;ted 

his coloured pictures, I was taken by my 

cou~.ins to see the house, and to be shewu 

the room where I was to sleep with them. 

l was also introduced to an old female ser­

vant, who had once been nurse iu the 
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family, and was then a kind of housekeeper; 
made acquainted with the cat, the dog, and 
the magpie; introduced into the garden and 
shewn what plot of ground was to be 
appropriated to me. In this manner did · 
we spend the remainder of the-evening, and 
before l went to bed I was present for the 
first time in my life at family worship, 
and heard the children's voices joined with 
those of their parents in a hymn of praise, ~u; 
after which tbe younger part of the family 
went to bed, my aunt having previously in 
formed me that she wished me to attend to 
all the habits of neatnesss and propriety to 
which she had accustomed her own little 
girls, directing them to make me acquainted 
with their rules. 
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CH PTER IV. 

Susannah reproved for disobeying her aunt Darnley 

-Resists her authority and is separated from her 

amiable cousins-Her compunction next morning­

-Going down to breakfast, meets Lucy, who pre­

vails upon her to ask her aunt's forgiveness~Thei1· 

occupations, amusements, and dress-Clothing the 

poor in winter-the Rector's successful exertion to 

promote their instruction-Conclusion. 

I prornised my aunt to be very attentive, 

but the moment I got into our bed room I 

forgot what she had been saying, and begin­

ning to undress myself I threw my clothes 

on t.he ground. Here are some drawers for 

you Susannah; those are yours, and these 

arc ours said Emmeline, and we fold up our 

things when we take them off and put them 
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into the drawers; indeed, I said, don't you 
find it troublesome to take so much pains? 
l\1amma has ordered us to do it, was her 
answer. 

I am sure I shall never learn to be so 
careful, I replied. 

I should advise you said Lucy, not to say 
so, for I will plainly tell you, that mamma 
is a person who will be obeyed when she 
gives an order; I made no answer, but 
ceasing to undress I sat down, and ·Jooked 
out of the window for it was not yet dark, 
in the mean time my cousins knelt down by 
their beds and pray~d, and when they got 
up from their knees they began to fold up 
their clothes. I sat looking at them for a 
minute, and then began to make some ob­
servations on my aunt Talbot's slovenly 
habits, on which Lucy expressing some 
astonishment, began to question me about 
the family. 

I ,-ras about to answer, when Emmeline 
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remarked to her sister, that her mother had 
advised me not to talk of Mrs. Talbot and 
her children. Susannah does not like them, 
she added in a lower tone, and perhaps, if 
she talks about them she may be tempted 
to say something unkind. Oh! I did not 
understand that replied Lucy, we won't 
talk any m01:e about them then, a·nd as you 
are tired Emmeline we will go to bed and 
to sleep . 

The little girls then hastened into bed, 
and asking me to do the same, I presently 
found by their gentle breathing that they 
were asleep. 

· I was not, however, inclined to follow 
their example, I had been accustomed 
to irregular hours, besides which, it was 
still light, and I could see people moving 
about in the field beyond the garden. J 
had also many thoughts about my new 
ituation, an<l some suspicions that l should 

be put under restrictions which I did not 
like. 

K 
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I had sat some time in this situation when 

my aunt looked into the room, and seeing 

me up -came forwards, saying, why are you -

not in bed, Susannah? 

I replied, be'cause I wanted to look out of 

the window a Ii ttle. 

But, did I not tell you, said she, to ob_; 

serve what your cousins did, and do the 

same. 

I made no answer, but looked at her with 

some sullenness in _my manner. There is 

one thing Susannah said my aunt, on seeing 

this, which l wish you to understand, and 

that is, that I will be obeyed in every, even 

the smallest, point which l may require. I 

this evening bade you· observe what your 

cousins did and do the same. You have,. 

not thought proper to obey me, but as this 

is the first open act of disobedience of which 

you have been guilty, I shall for once ex~use 

you; I however, insist upon it, that you will 

now get from your seat at the windovv, un-
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dress yourself, fold up your clothes and go 

to bed. 

I arose indeed, on hearing this, but de­

termined not to obey with alacrity. 

On this, my aunt very calmly took the 

seat which I bad left, and seemed resolved 

to wait the issue of the affair. Having her 

eye upon me I undressed myself indeed, but 

put my clothes all rurnpled into the drawer, 

not even making an attempt at folding 

them up. 

When I had so done I was preparing to 

get into bed, when my aunt rose, took me 

by the hand, and led me undressed as I was 

to the door; where are you going to take 

me aunt I said, in some trepidation? I am 

going to take you into another room; I shall 

take you into little Charles's room which is 

within mine, and bring the little boy here; 

I find that you are not at present a fit com­

panion for your cousins, I must therefore 

:separate you, and \Yhen I thiuk that you 
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have a better sense of your duty, I may, 
perhaps, trust you to be \Vith them again. 
On hearing this I began to struggle and 
-scream, and had actually forced my hand 
from my aunt's, when my uncle suddenly 
appeared at the head of the stairs, and , 
threatened me with further punishment if 
I did not instantly do as my aunt desired. 

Seeing this, I passed from crying and 
struggling to praying and entreating; but 
my aunt told me that she was not to be pre­
vailed on by any one of these, that I had 
-proved myself an unfit companion for my 
cousins, and that I must take the con.se­
quence: so saying, she led me through her 
own room to a little closet, where having 
lifted Charles out of the bed, she ordered me 
to take his place, and going out she locked 
me m. 

And now how shall I describe the stonn 'of 
passion to which I yielded, how shall I tell 
you how I sobbed, cried, stamped, and fret­
ted, till, being wholly overcome with fatigue, 
I fell into a deep sleep, in which I remained 
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till the sound of the morning hymn issuing 

from the open window of the study broke in 

upon my rest. 

Perhaps the first gracious feelings I evrr 

experienced were at that moment; I was 

weary and exhausted-I was ashamed of my 

bad conduct-I was grieved to think that I 

was not counted worthy of being the com­

panion of my lovely cousins-and I felt that 

if J had been humbled and reproved, I had 

most thoroughly deserved what l had incur­

red. I now for the first time in my life ut­

tered a real and heartfelt prayer, for kneeling 

by my be<l and joining my hands, I earnestly 

besought my heavenly Father to change my 

heart and make me a new creature. Not 

that my prayer w·as uttered in those very 

words which would have argued a more ~c­

curate knowledge of the doctrine of regen­

eration than I possessed at that time; but 

though the words might be different, the de­

sire of my heart was to the same effect; 

uamely, that l might become a changed and 

altered character. 
K3 
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When the morning hymn had ceased, l 

heard my uncle's voice engaged in reading 

1 and prayer for a short time_; after which my 

door was opened by a servant, who brought 

me my rurriple_d clothes and having assisted 

me to dress, desired me to walk down into 

the breakfast room. 

What, said I, with my eyes all swelled 

with tears, and in these tumbled clothes. 

¥our aunt desired that you might be 

called down Miss Susannah, said the maid, 

and I had nothing to do but to deliver her 

message; so saying, she left me, and l went 

slowly down. 

As I came to the foot of the stairs I met 

my cousin Lucy, who had been sent to fetch 

something for her papa, and as she passed 

me in haste, she said, beg pardon dear Susan-

nah, pray do. 

I saw a tear in her gentle eye as sbe spoke, 

but she ran by me without waiting my reply; 
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being thus kindly urged, w;iat could I do, or 

what could I desire to do, but to obey her 

sweet commands, and I accordingly ran into 

the study, fell down on my knees before my 

aunt, and humbly implored her forgiveness. 

l\1y child, said my aunt, stooping to raise me 

up, I do forgive you, from my heart I forgive 

you, but you must be obedient; you cannot 

expect the divine blessing unless you obey 

your parents, and she kissed me and pointed 

to a chair by her side. 

And now, said Emmeline, taking my 

hand, we are all happy again; and every 

lovely" face around the table beamed with 

that feeling of delight, which angels are said 

to experience on the repentance of a sinner. 

When breakfast was finished, my aunt 

took us into a small parlour next the study; 

in the centre of which was a table covered 

with green baize; the apartment being well 

tored with books, work-baskets, maps, and 

drawings, all arranged not only with ueat­

ness, but with a view to ornament. 
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We were all seated round this table, and 
my au.nt having taken her place at one end, 
our tasks were appointed us, and we re­
mained engaged till one o'clock, being dif­
ferently occupied according Jo our various 
abilities. I perceived that ·my aunt after 
having examined me, was by no means sa­
tisfied with my acquirements; however, she 
said little; and when I looked up in shame 
after having made some very egregious 
blunder, l saw with s~rprise that Emmeline 
and Lucy, who ,vere engaged , in drawing, 
either did not, or would not, hear what I 
had said, for instead of the · expression of 
triumph which J expected to see on their 
countenances, on discovering that .their 
cousin was so much inferior to themselves, 
l remarked only the same sweet composure 
and tenderness of aspect, which young as I 
was, I felt that I could not sufficiently ad­
mire. 

At one o'clock our liberty was given us, 
and when we had placed all those thillgs 
which we had been using in their proper 
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places, we were allowed as the day was very 

hot, to play in a little room in one corner of 

the house, where my cousms kept their 

play things. 

In this room was a cupboard containing 

many ,compartments, where my cousins had 

fitted up a baby-house, and here were a va­

riety of shells, mosses, and dried flowers, 

which . they had collected . Emmeline and 

Lucy were at that time deeply engaged in 

arranging every variety of snail shells which 

could be found, and placing them in little 

compartments of pasteboard, and I was sur­

prised at the beauty and variety of these 

shells, and resolved immediately that I would 

also have my collection. We were occu­

pied in this room till we were summoned 

to dress for dinner, and my aunt then very 

kindly permitted me to return to the place 

in my cousins' room, which had been first 

appointed me. 

lVIy cou ins were dressed very plainly, 

but with extreme attention to neatness. 
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After dinner, as the heat continued to be 

great, my aunt took us again into the little 

parlour and we sat down to our needles, 

reading by turns aloud; and as the book 

my aunt had selected for this purpose was 

a ,~ery interesting one, we passed an hour 

and a half in a most pleasant manner. 

'\iVe were then called to tea, after which 

we all v,1alked out together as the hay was 

fiuished; and 1 was not a little delighted 

with the lovely regions through which my 

uncle led us. '\Ve passed through the grove 

of oaks, and many lovely green lanes shaded 

on each side by orchards, passing by the 

doors of several thatcl1ed cottages whose in­

habitants were all abroad, nor did we return 

till the sun had dipped its golden orb be­

neath the horizon. 

· Thus with prayers we finished our day, 

aud I have since reflected on the wisdom of 

my aunt in losing no time in subduing my 

'rebellions spirit, by which she procured for 

me at once that peace of mind which I 

otherwise could not have obtain~d. 
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I will not say that I never afterwards 

shewed a restive spirit, this would be main­

taining too much; but I can safely assert, 

that I never afLerwards broke out with vio­

lence, and that I was instantly subdued 

when I saw that my aunt's displeasure was 

excited. l also made several attempts, I 

can recollect, to deceive her, but I bad no 

sleeping guardian to delude. Every attempt 

at deception was instantly detected, and I 

was much sooner convinced of the folly of 

eudeavouring to mislead one so penetra­

ting, than persuaded of the atrocious sin of 

lying. 

I have described the gentle course of one 

summer's day in this happy family, neither 

,,·ere our winter days less pleasant, every 

changing season in a pious family brings new 

delights; how busy were ,ve before Christ-

mas in preparing coarse clothing for the 

poor, and little presents for the childreu; 

anrl l was made to understand that these 

were to be given at Christmas, on an occa-

sion which T shall explain. 
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My uncle vvas, as 1 have before said, the 
rector of the parish ; his parishioners were 
not many, and consisted only of a few far­
·rners and about thirty families of cottagers. 
My uncle r found had an exact list of these 
families, with the numbers of their children 
and other_ circumstances relative to them; 
and he had a peculiar and most ·desirable 
manner, in my humble opinion, of adminis­
tering to the spiritual improvement of his 
people. 

# 

There was in the village an old fashioned 
dame's school, and my uncle was by no 

_ means backl-vard in his attentions to this 
school; but the principle on which he acted 
was not so much in enc~uraging and patro­
nizing the school, as in holding forth excite­
ments to such parents as without pecuniary 
assistance, provided for the proper instruct­
ion of their own children, and brought them 
regularly and decently to church. It is not 
so much any man's business as yours, he 
would say to the cottagers, to provide for 
the instruction of your children; Sunc.ic-iy 
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schools are excellent things, but good fathers 

ari~ mothers are better. Let me see each 

of you fathers on a Sunday at church with 

your children in your hands, and be it your 

business to see that they behave well at 

church, and use their prayer books and Bi­

bles; each of you have one day in the week 

for instructing your children, and don't tell 

me that you cannot read, you may surely 

learn faster than your little children if you 

are so inclined; and I am ready to provide 

you ~ith books and set you in the right 

way; rub up your catechisms and your spel­

ling if you have eyer learnt them, and try to 

make yourselves perfect in your Bibles; but 

supposing that you have never known even 

your letters, don't be out of heart. If you 

learn but two letters on a Sunday you will 

have them all in thirteen Sundays, and if in 

that time you have made your children well 

acquainted with the alphabet, you will have 

done something; the first step is a great 

deal, especially when we have God on our 

side, and you shall want no help from me. 

Make the best of your time at church, mark 
L 
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the different portions of scripture which are 

read, and question your children upon th em 

when you go hpme. 

I have often heard my uncle say, that this 

new scheme of his, of turning all the parents 

into school masters and mistresses ,vas much 

opposed at first, particularly by the farmers, 

who said it would never tjo; _but my uncle 

followed it up, and exhorted the better sort 

of people to take-~ach of them one or two 

of the poor families under their inspection, 

begging them to call on the cottagers in 

their neighbourho_pd, on a Sunday, and see 

how they were employed. Neither did he 

. fail to exhort the parents in public and in 

private, and to use all his spiritual influence 

to bring about this kind of patriarchal in·­

struction. He had indeed many difficulties 

and many disappointments, but at th~ time 

when I came to reside in the family the di ­

vine blessing seemed to have been poured 

out upon his labours. Most of the respect­

able housekeepers in the parish had taken 

one, two., or more cottagers under their in-
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·c spection, and took occasion sometimes, du ~ 

ring each Sabbath day, to visit these cot­

tagers, and observe and direct what was 

passing in them. There were three farmer's 

ii daughters who had undertaken this blessed 

~ work, with several other respectable persons 

n of inferior rank, who not only visited the 

., cottagers, but observed whether their in-

Ir habitants were at church and how the chil-

rt dren conducted themselves during the di-

o vine service. At Christmas, two or three 

n, days were wholly devoted by my uncle and 

in aunt to inspecting the improvements of the 

ee children, and on these occasions whole 

M families came to the parsonage and were 

in regaled with roast pork and plum-pudding, 

ie for a pig was always killed to . supply the 

'n· -occasion, and then my uncle having con-

1. sulted the reports delivered to him by the 

me visitors of the various cottages, either de-

oi· livered his censures or the rewards which 

~ had been prepared, many of which last were 

t· contributed by the visitors, who ahvays 

•eO joined the party at the parsonage on these 

ii.· great days of examination. My uncle's cen-
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sures, however, when censures were neces­

sary, were always gentle and effecting, and 

given the parents apart from the children. 

I have heard my aunt say, that he on these 

occasions, not unseldom, brought tears into 

the eyes of the most hardened characters, 

\ by pleading to them the interests of their 

children, and that she knew several instan­

ces in which the very worst of men dated 

their conversion from these pleadings of my 

_uncle, and that she has known many a man 

has forsaken the ale-house on the sabbath 

day, merely with the view of obtaining the 

approbation of my uncle, and for the plea­

sure of seeing his children received with 

credit at the parsonage; and although these 

were but mere worldly motives, yet we can­

not doubt, but that better feelings were 

afterwards vouchsafed these poor people 

through the infinite mercy of Almighty God. 

But as these matters may be thought not 

precisely to refer to me, I shall enlarge no 

further on them, excepting to say, that the 
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first occasion on which it ever entered into 

my head, that human creatures ought not 

to live solely to please themselves, was on 

witnessing the blessed effects of my uncle's 

labours \vith his poor people, and seeing 

the delight with which the poor parents re­

ceived the revvards of their exertions for 

their children; for every poor person who 

brought a well-instructed child and made it 

appear that he, or she, had not neglected 

without reason to bring his children to 

church, received a handsome garment, with 

other smaller presents. 

I might fill volumes with the history of 

my uncle Darnley's interesting and happy 

family; and I may humbly add my blessed 

transition in that family from a selfish, slo­

venly, ignorant, and unholy state, to one in 

which I was at least made to know, and 

bewail my errors, and to desire those thing 

which arc better. 

In point of acquirements the time I had 

lost was never to be quite repaired; I never 
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obtained the serene, peaceful, and graceful 

manners of my Emmeline, nor the spark­

ling vivacity of my Lucy's d~portment. I 

never was able to make so much of my time 

as they did, and I h~d stronger corruptions 

to contend with, for my passions by long 

indulgence had become more po_werful, but 

this I had acquired, I could not do ill with 

an easy conscience, and I detested the sin­

ful inclinations which too frequently arose 

to disturb my peace. 

The happiest domestic scenes and the 

sweetest society on earth, must in the course 

of time be dissolved; and though the loss 

by death of those we love is painful to flesh 

and blood, yet to a mind in a right frame 

the .consideration that they are passed into 

a state of everlasting glory, has a sweetness 

to the child of God which the world can 

never know. 

Who amongst those who love the Lord, 

would recall the husband, the wife, the pa· 

rent, or the dimpled infant, from the peace­

ful tomb, even were the power bestowed on 
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him, and is not the departure of every friend 

a call on those who remain to follow on­

wards, and be ready to go whenever the mo­

ment may arrive. My uncle and aunt Darn­

ley were not, however, taken from us till 

we, their children, were happily settled in 

life. \~1ith the exception of Charles, who 

being still a youth ·when left an orphan, 

wanted not a home in his sisters' houses. 

The tenderest friendship still subsists be­

tween me and Mrs. Darnley's children: but 

as my uncle Warner, is no more, I see little 

of my other relations excepting William 

Talbot, who not being a favourite at home, 

was placed for some years under the tutor­

age of his uncle Darnley, where he received 

such instruction as with the divine blessing, 

confirmed all that was pleasing in his charac­

ter, and corrected that which was amiss. 

Of the rest of my uncle Talbot's family I 

say but little, lest some of my former pre­

judice should mingle itself with my account 

of them; certain it is that these, the chil­

dren of careless parents have much to plead 
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in their own behalf, if they are not bccon1e 
all their friends could wish ; but humanly 
speaking, there is little hope for those, who 
in youth are accustomed only to seek self­
gratification, an~ to live wholly to the pre• 
sent world. 

And notv, my young readers, I hope that 
you will be able from my sirr:iple narrative 
to learn this fact, that those pP.rsons are 
your best friends who do not permit you to 
·give ,~·ay to your own evil desires, 3.nd pro­
pensities, and that of the two evil s, that -of 
excessive strictness is less injurious to youth 
than the contrary extreme, of carelessness 
and negligence; and if you are so happy as 
to · be under' the charge of a true and faith­
ful guardian, l trust that you will endeavour 
to profit by your advantages to the ut most, 
and recollect that a pious and careful parent 
cannot be offended without incurring the 
displeasure of that God, who has said, 

"Honour thy fath er and thy mother, that 
thy--days may be long in the land, which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee ." 

F I N I S. 
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