SOCIALIST PARTY MANIFESTO

TORONTO MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, 1907

Fellow Workers,—Are you satisfied
with the conditions under which you
work and live—with the small fraetion
of the amount you earn which you
receive? If you are, you will have no
use for us, nor we for you. It is be-
cause we believe that the great major-
ity of workers are not satisfied and
ought not to be satisfied with present
conditions that the Socialist party has
sprung into ‘existence as the party of
the working class.

In every country of the civilized
world the means of producing weaith,
that is to say, the lands, forests, mines,
factories and machinery, are owned by
a few people. The workers, the great
majority, ean only exist by selling their
labor-—which is all they have—to the
capitalist.  Naturally the eapitalist
wishes to buy that labor as elieaply
as possible. Competition among labor-
ers for the
force down wages to the lowest point
at which men ean live and raise fam-
ilies. In the labor market every day
is bargain day for the huyer.

chance to work tends to

Workers have sought to remedy these
conditions through trade unions, strikes
and boycotts, but owing to the perfee-
tion to which machinery been
bronght the number of men needed for
production grows continually fewer,
and the proportion of the unemployed,
or only partly employed, larger, so that

has

these methods are no longer effective,
even in giving temporary relief. As a
permanent remedy, they never could be
successful. An inerease of wages all
round, if it could be secured, would
only result in inereased prices for all
necessaries of life, so that the worker
would be no better off than before.

The only cure is to completely abaol-
ish capitalism—that is, private owner-
ship of the means of produetion, and
with it the wage system. Let the whole
people own all instruments of
production and the workers get all they
earn instead of a mere fraction. This,
in brief, is what the Sociahst party
stands for.

wealth

that this
complished until the mass of working
men and wemen become class conseious;
that is, until they thoroughly under-
stand that their interests as a class
are entirely opposed to the interests of
the capitalist class, and are prepared
to use their political power in their

We realize cannot be ae-

Toronto Local, Socialist Part
L Corner Queen and Spadina.

own interest, and not in that of their
masters.

The eapitalists have always been class
conseious. They have always used all
the political and other influences which
they possess to get and keep power in
their own hands and to defeat
that labor made
franchisement.

every
has for its en-
More have
they availed themselves of the power

move

especially

of the Government in making and cn-
forcing laws. They control the Par-
liament, the Legislatures and the Muni-
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As soon as any serious lahor diffienlty
avises all these forces are thrown into
the seale against labor. When the
people are goaded by intolerable op-
pression into acts of violence, they are
met by superior foree wielded in the
name of publie order, and erushed into
subjection. Recent oceurrences at Buck-
ingham, Que., and Hamilton, are suffi-
cient objeet lessons, hoth as to the pow-
erlessness of organized labor to con-
tend against capitalism reinforced by
the power of the State, and the bru-
tality and ruthlessness with which that
power is used on sueh oceasions.
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He Will Vote the Socialist Ticket—If He’s Wise

cipal Councils. They appoint judges,
sheriffs and police magistrates, They
maintain - soldiers, militiamen, detec-

tives, constables, and jailers. They sub-.

sidize a host of intellectual parasites
such as newspaper editors, college pro
fessors and preachers, to mislead the
people and ereate a publie opinion fa-
vorable to and

capitalism capitalist

Government.

y. meets every Sunday. 3 p.m.

) in Davis’ Hall,
Workingmen and Women Welcome.

The Socialist party, while it seeks
to unite the working class to acquire
political power in its own interests by
the peaceful means of the ballot, fully
fact that in the final

analysis all Government and society rest

recognizes the
upon force. Behind the lawmaker and
the judge there is always the bayonet
of the soldier and the haton of a con-

stable to carry out the behests of the
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ruling class. Those who hypoeritically
deprecate violence on moral grounds for-
get that force is nothing but legalized
aud organized violence. So long as this
meauns of repression is at the command
of the capitalist class, physical resist-
ance on the part of the people should
be discouraged, mnot: beecause it is
wrong, but because it is certain to fail.
The working elass must first obtain
power by the use of their votes in their
own interests, then the legalized force
of the State will be at their disposal.
When that day arrives we should not
Lie true to prineiples of Socialism if
we did not use it for the abolition of
capitalism, as unsparing, as pitilessiy
and with as little regard for any other
interests than our own as the mling
class has always done,

CAPITALISTS FIGHT ONLY FOR SPOILS

Workingmen should that
so far as Liberal or Conservative eandi-
dates are concerned, there is no prin-
¢iple involved other than the desire to
obtain oftice for the sake of the spoils.
Mo gain office, the old party candidates
are willing te promise everything in
sight, from a free ferry service to the
Island to a good job in the City Hall.
To gain office they will join any lodge,
profess any religion, wave any old flag,
and workingman’s
‘‘friend.’’

remember

pose' as  the

I'ie Socialist party candidates, on
the other hapd, have a principle to fight
for. They stand pledged to always and
everywhere use their votes and influ-
ence towards improving the conditions
of living of the working eclass—the
only useful class in society. Their ul-
timate aim is the abolition of wage
slavery, and their motto is ‘‘no com-
promise.’’ As wage slavery cannoi be
abolished, however, by any aet of the
Municipal Council or Board of Eduea-
tion, but can only be ended by the
workers of the whole world becoming
sufficiently intelligent to overthrow all
capitalist Governments, the Socialist
party’s aim is to help in this work of
education, and while endeavoring fto
reach our final goal, to gain every con-
cession possible for the working class
while the capitalist system lasts.

Iducation, like polities and ethies,
are determined by the forms of indus-
try, and prescribed studies for pupils
in publiec and high schools merely re-
flects the thought of a capitalist elass,

+ for these palliatives.

whose very existence depends upon a
satisfied subject class. This being the
case, economic classes in society dictate
that a part of the children in the
schools shall be trained for lives of
idleness, and the great majority to act
as docile labhorers. Any system of edu-
cation that will teach the youth to
think is kept from the children of the
workers, because an edmeated working
class is a menace to the power of any
ruling class. If laborers are to be
kept servile they musi Le kept as work-
ers with the hand, and not with the
brain. To turn out quantity and not
quality, to encourage acceptance of
faets without auntk rity, and not ecriti-
cal thought has heen fhe method of
training the children of the workers.
The Socialists stand for freedom of
thought, for individual initiative, and
for the abolition of education,
To this end it is the object of the So-
cialist party, when elected to the Board
of Education, to oppose a system of
education that fails to recognize the sig-
nificance of economic conditions and
their influence upon the intellectual,
soeial and ethical condition of the pu-
pils in our schools. I'ree and compul-
gory secular education that will fit the
children of the working class fto
democratically control and manage all
the machinery of production and distri-
bution is the demand of the Soeialist
party. oE o pro-

class

Any systom of £
moted with a view to perpetuating the
present system of capitalist exploita-
tion and wage slavery is a menace to
the working eclass, and as such cannot
be supported by the elected eandidates
of the Socialist party.

THE SOCIALIST PARTY'S PLEDGE

We pledge ourselves, as the party
of the working class, to use all politi-
cal power, as fast as it shall be en-
trusted to us by our fellow workers,
both for their immediate interests and
for their ultimate and complete eman-
cipation.

If municipal ownership will increase
the wages or shorten the hours of any
part of the working class, we are for
municipal ownership. If {hree-cent
street car fares or 700 exemption from
taxes will make it easier for any part
of the working class to live, we are
But, realizing
that the working class in Glasgow and
other places where these palliatives have

been tried, are, as a whole, in no better
or worse position than the workers of
Toronto, the Socialist party declines to
make its fight upon these issues of
doubtful efficacy, and demands the com-
plete abolition of wage slavery, the col-
lective ownership of all the lands and
machinery used in producing the means
of life for all who do useful labor.

A WORLD WIDE AWAKENING

That the working class are at last
awakening to a realization that their
emancipation only  be brought
about through an uncompromising peli-
tical party is amply shown by recent
developments in Russia, Japan, Ger-
many and France, by the awakening of
the British wageworkers in the recent
British elections by the steady pro-
gress of the Soeialist movement in the
United States, in spite of such middle
elass reformers as Hearst and Bryan,
and by the decision of the recent
trades union convention in British Co-
lumbia to endorse the Socialist party
(organized in the interests of the work-
ing e¢lass alone), instead of following
the ““will o’ the wisp?’ of a “‘labor?’’
party, whose slogan is ‘‘get something
now,’’ and which is ready to compro-

can

. mise with any old party or accept any

endorsation in order to gain office or
jobs for the ‘‘labor leaders.’’

Handicapped as-wa 8¢ Ly the vafnir
legislative enactments—the work of
both political parties—requiring pro-
perty qualifications for munmieipal can-
didates, sueh as few workingmen pos-
sess, we have not been able to put
a full tieket in the field. We have,
however, nominated candidates for some
positions, whose names will be found
below. If eleeted, they will owe no
allegiance exeept to the Socialist party,
and on any measure which may seem
of doubtful import it will be their duty
to ask themselves the question, ‘‘Is
this proposal in the general and perm-
anent interests of the working class?’’
and to deeide accordingly, without re-
gard to the interests of the taxpayers
or any other consideration.

If you believe in Socialism, we ask
your votes, not for our candidates as
individuals, but for the cause they rep-
resent.

SOCIALIST PARTY CANDIDATES
For MAvor—J aMes LiNnpELLA, Journeyman Tailor.

For Boarp or Control AND ALDERMAN.—The capitalist law-makers have enacted a pro-
perty qualification law which prevents the wealth producing working class from nominating
Socialists make no choice between and refuse to vote for the

capitalist candidates for these positions.
For BoArD or EpvcarioN-—six to be elected—eazh voter has six votes.

candidates for these positions.

James SivpsoN, Reporter
W. G. GrigsrE, Carpenter

F. J. Syrria, Journeyman Tailor

PuiLuips Tromreson, Journalist
W. H. Rawsoxg, St. Ry. Conductor
Emin Ticert, Journeyman Tailor
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