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P R E F A C E. -

T HESE converfations and tale!} 
are accommodated to the ~ 

prefent_ fiate of fociety; which 
obliges the author to attempt to 
cure thofe faults by reafon, which 
ought never to have taken root ..in 
. the infant mind. Good habits, 
· impercepti1?ly fixed, ~re far pre­
ferable . to the precepts of rea-­
fon; but, as this tafk requires . 
more judgment than generally 
falls to the lot of parents, fub­
ftitutes muft be fought for, and 
medicines giv_en, when regjmen 
woµld have anf wered the purpofe 
much better. I believe thofe who 
examine their own minds, will 
_readily agree with me, that reafon., 
with difficulU7, conquers (ettled -
habits, even when it is arrived at 
fome degree of maturity: why , 
then ~o we fuffer · children to 
be bound with fetters, which 
their half-formed · faculties cannot 
break. 
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iv P R E F A C .E. 
In writing the following work, 

I aim at perfpicui-ty and fimplicity 
of ftyle; and try to avoid thofo 
unmeaning compliments, which 
flip , from the tongue, but ~~ve 
11ot the leaft Gonne_xi'on with the 
.atf~ctions that fhould , warm the 
heart, and animate the conduct. 
By · this falfe politenefs, fincerity 

• is facrificed, and truth violated ·; 
and thus artificial · manners are 

·neceifarily taught. ' For true polite­
nefs is a poli{h, not a varnifb; 
and lhould rather be acquired ~y 
obfervatio.n than admonition. Ana 
We may remark, by way of illuf­
tration, · that men do not attempt 
to poli{h preciou.s ftones, till age 
and air have given them that de­
gree of folidity, which will enable 

- them to bear the neceflary friction, 
wit-hout defi:roying the main fub­:fiance. 

The way to render infiruction 
moft ufeful cannot always be 
adopted; knowledge fhould be 
gradually imparted, and flow more 

from example than teachi.Hg :•ex­
ample directly addreffes the fenfes, 

th@ 
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the fidl: inlets to the heart; and 
the improvement of tho.Ce infiru­
mert,ts of the underfianding is the 
object education fhould have con- . 
ftantly in view~ and over which -- • · 
we · have mo.fl: power. B-ut to 
wiili that parents would, them­
felves, mould the ducl:ile paffions, 
is a chimerical wi!h, for the pre-
fen t generation have their own 
paffions to ~ combat with, and 
faftidious pleafures to purfue,, neg­
lecl:ing thofe pointed out by nat~re:: 
we muft therefore pour premature 
knowledg~ · into the fucceeding. 
one; and, 'teaching virtue,- ex­
plain the nature of vicer Crud 
neceffi ty t _ 

The Converfations are· .intended. 
to affi.ft the teacher as well as the 
pupil; and this will obviate an oh:. 1 

jection which fome may ftart,. 
that the .fentiments are not quite· 
on a level with the capacity of a -
child.. Every child Fequires- a 
different mode of treatment; but 
a writer can only choofe, one,, and, 

A 3., that. 
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Vl p R E F A C E. 
it mufi: be modified by thofe who 
are · actually engaged with young 
people in tpeir fiudies. . 

The tendency of the reafoning 
obviouily tends to fix .principles of 

-truth and humanity on a folid and 
fim ple foundation; and to~ make 
religion an active, invigorating di­
rector of the affections, and not 
a mere attention to forms. Syf­
tems of Theology may be com­
plicated, but when the character 
of t,he Supreme Being is difplayed, 
and He is recognifed as the Uni­
verfal .Father, the Atit.hor . and 
Centre of Good, · a child may be 
led to ·comprehend that cLgnity 
and happinefs mufl: arife from -
imitating Bim; and this con-

. vittion fhould be twiff:ed -in to­
and be the foundation of every inculcated duty. · 

At any rate, the Tales, which 
were written to illufl:rate the mo­
ral, may recall it, wlien the mind 
has gaineq fufficient ftrength to 

, difcufs the argument frqm whrch it 
was deduced. I NT R 0-
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1 N r · R a o ·u c t 1 o N .. 

· -. ;JARY · and CirioTine, though: 

~r .the children · of wealthx 

- parents were;_ in their infancy, left 

entirely to 'tf1e . management -of 
. (e~vants, or people ~equally ign9-· 

rant. Their mother died fuddenly,, 

and thei~ fatl;ier, who found them 

very tr_oublefome at home, place4 

them under the ,tuition of a wo-­

man of tendelrnefs and difcernment:,,· 

; near relation, who was induced 

to take on he1Jelf the important 

cha_rge throqgh motives. of corri-
paffion_. ' · 

They wei:e fham~fulfy ignorant,, 

confidering that Mary had been 

fourteen, ~nd Caroline twelve years 

in the world~ If tpey had bee~ ·_' 

merely ignorant,, the tafk would 

not h ve appea~ed _ fo arduous; but 
. • they, 



viii INTRODUCTION., 
they had caught every prejudice 
that the vulgar cafuaUy infri11. In . 
order to eradicate thefe prejudices, 
and fubfiitute good habits infiead 
of thofe they had carelefslf con­
tracted,. Mrs. Mafon never -foffered 
them to be out of her fight. They 

- were allowed to aik q uefi:ions ~n 
all occafions, a method ihe would 
not have adopted, had ilie edu­
cated them from the fir.fi, accord­
ing to the fugge.ftions of her own 
reafon,. to which experience had_ 
given its fanclion •. 

Tney had tolerable capacities ; 
but Mary had a tum for ridictile, and 
Caroline was- vain of her perfon. 

· She was-,. indeed, very handfome.,, 
and the inconfiderate e11comiums· 
that had,. jo. her prefence,. been la­
viilied on her beauty made her,, 
even at that ~rly age~ affected. 

2 CON-
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MORAL CONVERSATIONS 

A N D 

S T O R J E S. 

CH AP. I. 

CJ'be treatment of animals-T.he ~nt­

'Ihe · bee-Gaodnefs-'Ihe lark's ndf 
-'The affes. -

0 NE fine morning in fpring, 
fome time after Mary and Caro­

line were. fettled in their new abo~e, -

Mrs. Mafon propofed .a walk _before 

breakfafr, a cufrom .!he wifued to teach 

jmperceptibly, by rendering it amufing. 

Th~ iun had fcarce1y difpelled the 

dew that hung on every blade of grafs, 

· and filled the half-!h~t flowers; every 

profpett finiled, and the f~eflmefs of 

~ th~ 
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the air conveyed the moft pleafing fen­
fatiofis to Mr~. Mafon's mind; but the 
children were regardlefs of the fur4 
rounding beauties, and tan eagerly 
after fome infects to deflroy them. 
Mrs. Mafon filently obferved their 
cruel fports, w'ithout appearing to do 
it ; !_)ut ftepping fuddenly out of the 
foot-path into- the long grafs, her 
buckle was caught in it, and fhiving 
to di fen tangle herfelf, fhe wet her feet; 
which the children knew fhe wifhed 
to avoid; as fhe had been lately · fick. 
This circumftance roufed their atten­
tion; - and they forgot'their amufement 
to enquire why ihe had left the path ; 
and Mary could hardly reftrain a laugh, 
when fhe · was informed that it was 
to avoid treading on fame fnails that 
were creeping acrofs the narrow foot- '"" 
way. Surely, faid Mary, you do not 
think there is any harm in killing a 
fnail, or any of thofe nafty creatures 
that era w 1 · on the ground ? I hate 

them, 
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them, and ihould fcream if one was 

to find its yvay from my clothes ' to 

my neck! With great gravity~ Mrs_ .. 

Mafon a{ked hO\v fhe dared to~ kill · 

any thing, unlefs it ·were to p1·event 

its hurting 'her? Thei1, refuming a 

finiling face, fhe faid, Your e~ucation. 

has been negleEted, my child; as we 

walk along att½nd to what I fay, and 

make the beft anf wers you can ; and 

do you, Caroline, join in the convcr­
fation. 

You have already heard that God , 

created the world, and every inhabi­

tant of it. He is then called the Fa­

ther of all creatures; and all are made 

to be happy, whom a good and wife 
God has created. He made thofe 

fnails you def piie, and caterpillars, and 

fpiders; and when he made them, did 

not leave them to perifh, but place · 

them where the food that is moft pro­

per to nourifh them is eafily found. They 

do not live long, but He who is their 

B 2 Fathei·, 
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Father, as 'ell as your's, dire~s them 
to depofit their eggs on the pl nts chat 
are fit to fuppo rt their young, ·hen 
they are not able to get food for them:­
felves.-And when fuch a great and 
wife Being has taken care to pro ide 
every thing n ce{far for the meaneft 
creature, , ould you dare to kill it, 
merely becaufe it appears to you 
ugly ? Mary began to be atter1tive, 
and quickl folio ed rs. 1afon 
example, ho allO\·red c ter ill r 

. and a fpider to creep on her h:ind. 
You find them1 Ihe r j oine , v r 
harm efs ; but a great number woul 
deftroy our eget bles and fruit; f◄ 
birds are permin d ta e:ic th 1 , 

we fc o ani l ; an i 
th re re ah a s more th n at 
o he r f .fon of th } ear, to furni!h f o 
for th oung broo .-H t~ n-

inced., ary faid , but ,, 
little confequence in 

, repl" ed frs . afon, G 
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them, and gives them every thing 

that is neceifary to render their exift­

ence comfortable. You . are often 

troublefome-1 am ftronger than you 

-yet I do not kill you. 
Obferve thofe ants ; they have a,., 

little habitation_ in yonder hillock; they 

carry food to :it . for their young, and 

ileep very fnug in it during the cold 

weather. The bees alfo have com­

fortable to.wns, _and l~y up a ftore of 

honey to fopport them when the flowers 

die, and· fnow covers the grourid :- arid 

this forecaft is as much the gift of God., 

as any quality you poffrfs. 
Do you know the meaning of the . 

word Goodnefs? .l fee you are unwil­

ling to anfwer. I will tell you. It is, 

firft, to av·oid hurt1ng any thing ; and 

then, to contrive to give as much 

pleafure as you can. If fome inftel:s 

are to be deftroyed, to preferve my 

garden from defolation, I have it done 

' in the quickeft way. The domeftic 

B 3 animals 
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animals that I keep, I provide the- befl: 
food for, and never fofrer them to be 
tormented ; and this caution arifes 
from two motives :-r wifh to make • them happy; ancl, as I love my fellow­
creatures ftill better than the brute 
creation,] would not allow thofe that I 
have any influence. over, to grow ha­
bitually thoughtlefs and cruel, till they 
were unable to reli{h the grcateft plea­
fore life affords,-that of refembling God, by doing good. 

A lark n·ow began to fing, as it foared 
aloft; The children watched its mo­
tions, liftening to the attlefs melody. 
They wondered what it was thinking 
of-of its young family; they foon con­
cluded; for it flew over the hedge, 
and drawing .near, they heard the young 
ones chirp. Very foon both the old 
birds took their flight together, to look 
for food to fatisfy the craving of the al­
n.oft fledged young. An idle boy, who. 
had borrow,ed a gun, fired at them-

they 

., 
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'they fell ; and before he could take up 

the wounded pair, he perceived M,rs. - · 

Mafon ; and expecting a very fevere 

reprimand, ran away. She a,nd the 

little girls drew near, -and found _ that · 

one was not much hurt; but that the 

J , other, the cock, had ~ne leg broken: 

and both its wings fnattered; and its 

little eyes feemed ftarting o~t of their 

fockets, it was in fuch exquifite pain. 

The children turned away . their eyes. 

Look at it, fa.id Mrs. Mafon ; do you 

not fee ' ihat it . fuffers as much, and 

more than you did when you hacl the 

· finall-poi, when ,you were fo tenderly 

nurfed. TaktY up the hen ; I' will 

bind her wing together; perhaps it 

inay heal. .. As to the cock, though I 

h1te· to kill any thing, I muft put hirn 
· out·of_p.ain; to leave him in his pre- .·. 

fent ftate would be cruel; and avoiding 

an unpleafant fenfation myfelf, I fhould 

allow the poor bird to . die by inches, 

and call this treatment tendernefs; 

B 4 when 
j I 

. , 
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·when it. woulc be felfilhnefs or weak­

-aefs. Saying fo, fhe put her foot on 
the bird's head, turning her own ano-­
ther way. 

They walked on; when Caroline 
remarked, that the neftlings, deprived 
of th~ir parents, would now perifh ; 
and th~ mother began t<? flutter in her 
l1and as they d_rew near the hedge, 
though the poor creature could not ~ 
fly, yet fhe tried to do it. The girls, 
with one voice, begged Mrs. Mafon 
to let them take the_ neft, and provide 
food in a cage, and fee if the mother 

- could not contrive to hop about to 
feed them. The neft and the old 
mother were infra.ml y in Mary> s hand­
kerchief. A little opening was left to 
admit the air; and Caroline peeped 
into it every moment to fee how they 
looked. I give you leave; .faid Mrs. ~ 
Mafon, to take thofe birds, becaufe 
an accident has rendered them he1p1efs; 

' if 
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if that had not been tbe cafe, they, · 

fhould not have been confined .. 

They had fcarcely reached the next 

field, wheri they met another boy with 

a neft in his han~, and on a· tree near 

him faw the mother, who, forgetting 

her . natural timiqity1 __ followed the 

fpoiler; _ ?,nd., he~ i~telligi6le tones of 
ano-uifh reached· the ears of the chil-o .. .. . - . . 

dren·, w hof~ he.arts ~ow fir~ fel,t · t~·e 
emotions of huma;ni~y ~ Car~line called: 

him, and taking fixpe~ce out -of her · 

little purfe, offered to give it to.him for · 

the neft, if he would ihew her w ~ere he 
had tak_en it from. The boy confe11ted, · 

and away ran Caroline to replace it,­

crying all the way, _how ddighted the 
old bird will be to find her brood again. 

T~~ pleafure that the parent-bird would 
feel was talked of till they came to a 
large common, and heard fome yom:ig 

affes, at the door of an hovel, making 

a moft dreadful noife. Mrs. · Mafon 

had ordered the old ones to be con-
B S , fined, 
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fined, left the yot~ng fhould fuck be­
fore the neceffary quantity had been . 
faved for fome {!ck peopl~ in her 
neighbourhood. But after they had 
given the 1ufual quantity of rpilk, the , 
thoughtlefs boy had left them ftill in 
confinement, and the young in vain 

• implored the food ~ature defigned f~r 
their particular fopport. Open the 
hatch, faid Mrs. Mafon, the mothers 
have frill enc;mgh left to fatisfy their 
young. It was opened, and they faw . , 
them fuck. 

Now,' faid fhe, we will return to 
breakfaft ; give me your hands, my 
little girls, you have done good this 
morning, you ha~e acted like rational 
creatures. Look, what a fine morning 
It 1s. Infe.B:s, birds, and animals, are 

' alf enjoying this f weet day. Thank 
Goq for · permitting you to fee it, and 
for giving you an underftanding which 
teaches you that you ought, by doing 
good, to imitate Him. Other crea-

tures 
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tures only think of fupponing them ... 
felves ; but man is allowed to ennoble 

his nature, by cultivating his n_1ind and 

enlarging his heart. He feels difin­
terefted love ; every part of the crea .. 

tion affords an exerciie for virtue, and 

virtue is ever ·the trueft fource of 

pleafure. 

I - I 

C H A P. II. 

'!he treatment of animals-:fhe Jiffe ... 
rence between them and man-- P a4 

revtal affettion of a dog--Brutality : ,, 

punifhed. 

AFTER breakfaft, Mrs: Maf'on 
gave the children Mr;. :trimmer's. 

Fabulous Hiflories ; and the . fubject 

ftill turned on animals, and the wan­

ton cruelty of thofe wlio treated them 

improperly. The little girls were 
B 6 · . eager 
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eager to exprefs their deteftation, and 
requefted that in future they might 
be allowed to feed the chickens. Mrs. 
Mafon complied with their requefl:; 
only. bne · condition was annexed· to the 
permiffion, that they did it regularly. 
When you wait for your food, you 
learn patience, Ihe added, and -you 
can mention your wants ; but thofe 
·heJ-plefs · creatures cannot complain. 
The country people frequently fay,­
How can you treat a poor dumb beaft 
ill ; and a ftrefs is very properly laid 
on the word dumb ;-for dumb they ' 
:ippear to .thofe who do not obferve 
their looks and geftures; but God, 
who takes care of every thing, under­
ftands their language ; and fo did 
Caroline this morning, when Ihe ran 
with fuch eagernefs to re-place the 
neft which the thoughtlefs boy had 

· · ftolen, heedlefs of the mother's ago­
nizing cries ! 

Mary 
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.Mary5 iriterrupted her, to afk, if -

infeB:s ~nd ~nimals were not inferior to 

men; Cer~ainly, an.fwered Mrs. Ma­

fon ; and rmm are · 'inferior to. angels; 

yet we ·have reafo~ tp: believe, ihat 

thofe e.xalted -beings delight to do us 

good. You ,. have hearp in a book, 

which I fe1dom. permit you'. to read., 

becaufe you are not_ of an age to un-. 

derftand it, that a6gels, when they - · 

fang glory to . God on high, wiihed 

for peace on earth, as ·a proof of the 

good will they felt towards men. And . 

all t~e glad tidi·ngs that have beeh fent 

to men, angels have proclaimed: in­

deed, the word angel fignifies a mef­

fenger. In order to ~ pleafe God, .: and, 

our happinefs depenas, ·u·pon pleafing 

him, we muft do good. What w·e 

call virtue, may be thus explained :­

we exercife every benevolent affection 

to enjoy comfort hei·e, and to fit o'ur­

felves to be angels hereafter. Ahcf~ '.• 

when we have acquired human virt1,1es., 

we -
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we fhall have a nobler employment in 
our _Father's kingdom. But between 

. angels and me11 a much greater re­
fernblance fobhfts, than between men 
and the brute creation ; becaufe the 
_two former feem capable of improve­
ment. 

The birds you faw to-day do not 
improv~-or their improvement only 
tends to felf- prefervation ; the firft nefr 
they make and the laf.l are exaB:ly the 

, fame; though in their flights they muft 
fee many ·others more beautiful if not 
n1ore convenient, and, had they rea .. 
fm1, they would probably fuew fome­
thing 1ike individual tafte in the form 
·of their dwellings ; but this is not the 
cafe. You faw the hen tear the down 
from her breaft to make a neft for her 
eggs; - you faw her beat the grain with 
her bill, and not [wallow a bit, till 
the young were fatisfied; ·and after­
wards .£he covered them with her 
w1~gsl and feemed perfectly happy, 

while 
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while . ihe watched over her cliarge ; 

if any one approached, fhe was ready 

to defend them, at the hazard of her 

life : yet, a fortnight hence, you will 
fee the fame hen drive the fledged 

chickens from the corn, and forget 

the fondnefs that feem~d to be ftronger 

than the firft impulfe of nature. __ 

Animals have not the affections 

which arife from reafon, nor can they 

do good, or acquire virtue. Every 

affection, and impulfe, which I have 

obferved in them, are like our inferior 

emotions, which do not depend en­

tirely_ -on our will, . bur are involun­

tary ; they feem to have been . im- , 

planted to preferve the fpecies, and 

make the individual grateful for aB:ual. A 

kindnefs. If you carefs and feed them, 

they will love you, as children do, 
without knowing why; but we neither 

fee imagina,tion nor wifdom in them ; 

and, -- what principally exalts man, 

friendfhip and devotion, they foem 
· incapable 

/ 
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incapaole of forming the leaft idea of. 
Friendiliip is fotinded on k'nowledge 

- and virtue, and thefe; ~re· human ac­
quirements; .and deyotiofi _is _ a prepa­
ration for~ eterni"ty,; ;becaufe when we 
pray to ·God, · we; offer ari affront to 
him, ifwe no riot !hive to imitate the 
perfections He··-difplays ever_y where 
for our imitation, that we may grow 
better and happier. 

The children eagerly enquired in 
what manner they were to hehave, to 
prove that they were fuperior to ani­
mals ? The anfwer was fh:ort,-b-e 
tender-hearted; and let your fuperior 

· endowments ward off. the evils which 
they cannot forefee. It is only to 
animals that children can . do good, 
men are their fuperiors. When I 
was· a child, added their tender friend, 
I always made it my ftudy and delight,. 
to feed all the dumb family that fur­
rounded our houfe ; · and w~en I comld 
be of ufe to any one of them I was 

. , - happy. 
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happy. This employment humanized 
my heart, while, like wax, it took 
every impreffion ·; and Providence has 
fince made me an infl:rument of -good 
-I have been ufeful to my fellow­
creatures. I, who never wan~only 
trod on an infect, or difregarqecT the· 
plaint ·or the f peechlefs beaft; ca1r now 
give bread to ~he hungry, · pnyfic to 
the fick, comfort to the afflicted, and, 
above all, am preparing you, who 
are to live for ever, to: be fir for the 
fociety of a~gels, and good men made 
perfecl:. This world, I told you,, was 
a road to a better-a preparation for · 
it; i( we, fuffer, we grow humbler and 
wifer: but animals have not this advan-. -
tage, and man fhould not prevent their 
enjoying alf the happinefs of which . 
they are capable. 

A fhe-caf or dog have fuch fl:rong 
parental affe~ion, that if you take away 
their young, it almoft k ills them ; 
fome have attua11y died Qf grief when 

all 

•. 
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all have been taken away; though_ 
they do not feem to mifs the greateft 
part. 

A bitch had once all her litter ftolen 
-from her, and drowned in a neighbour­
ing brook : fhe fought them out, a,nd 
brou·ght them one by one, laid them 
:at the feet of her cruel mafter ;-and 

,. . 
looking wiftfully at them for foU?e 
time~ in dumb anguifh, turning her 
eyes on the deftroyer, .the exp~red t 

I 'myfrlf knew a man who had har­
dened his heart to fuch a degree, that 
he_ found _pleafure in tormenting every­
creature whom .. he had any power 
over. I faw him let two guinea-pigs 
roll down floping tiles, to fee if the 
fall would kill them. And were they 
killed ? cried Caroline. Certainly ; 
and it is well they were, or he would 
have. found fome other mode of tor­
ment. When he became a father, he 
not only neglected to educate his chil­
dren, and fet them a g9-od example, 

but 
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but he taught them to be cruel while 
he tormented them : the confequence 
was, that they neglecl:ed him when he 
was old and feeble ; and he died in a 
ditch. ' 

You may, now go and feed your 
birds, and tie fome of the f.l:raggling 
flowers round the garden fticl<s. After 
dinner, if the weather continues ~ne, 
we will walk to the wood, and I will _ 
:fhew you the hole in the lime-ftone 
mountain ( a mountain whofe bowels, 
as we call them, are lime-ftones) in 
which poor crazy Robin and his dog 
lived. 

C H A P. III. ' "# 

'l'he treatment of animals-'lhe .ftory of 
. crazy R obin-· 'I'he man confined fn 

,. the Baftille. 

N the afternoon the children bounded 
over the fhort grafs of the common, 

and 
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and _ walked under the ihadow of the 

mountain till they came to a craggy 

part ; where a {tream broke out,. .ind 

ran down the declivity, ftruggling 

with the huge ftones which impeded 

its progrefs, and occafioned a noife that 

did not unpleafantly interrupt the fo- . 
lemn filence of the place. The brook 

was foon loll: in a neighbouring wood.2-

and the..children turned their eyes to . 

the broken fide of the mountain, over 
which ivy grew in great profufion. 

l\llrs. Mafon pointed out a little cave, 
and defired .. them to fit down on fome 

ftumps of trees, whilit !he related the 

promifed ftory. 
In yonder cave once lived -a poor 

man, who generally went by. the name 

of crazy_Robin. ln his youth h~ was 

very indufttious, and married my fa­
ther's dairy-maid; a girl deferving of 

fuch a good hufband. For fome time 

they continued to live v~ry comfort-

. ably .i their daily labour procured their --
., daily 
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daily bread ; bu't Robin, finding -it wa5 -­
likely he fhould have ~ ~arge- family, 
ho/rowed a trifle, to add to the. fruall 
pittance which they had f~ved i~ _ fer.. · 
vice, and took a little farm in a neigh­
~ouring county. I was then a child . 

.Ten or twelve years after, I . heard 
that a crazy man, who appeared very 
harmlefs, had piled by the fide of the 
brook a great number of ftones ; he 
would wade into the river for them, 
foll~wed by a cur dog, whom he would 
frequently call his Jacky, and even 
his Nancy; and then mumble to him­
felf,-thou wilt not leave me-we 
will dwell with the owls in the ivy.- , 
A number of owls had taken ihelter 
in it. The fi:ones which he waded for 
he ·carried to the mouth of the hole, 
and ovly juft - left room enough to 
creep in. Some of the neighbours at 
laft reco1lecred his face; and I fent 
to enquire what misfortune had re­
duced him fo fuch a deplorab1e fi:ate. 

4 The) 
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The information I received from 

different perfons, J will communicate 
t·o you in as few words as I can. 

Several of his children <lied in •their 
infancy ; and, two years before he 

- , came to his native place, one misfor­
tun~ had followed another till he had 
funk under their accumulated weight. 
Through various accidents he was 
long it1 arrears to ·his landlord ; who, 
feeing that he was an honeft man, 
'who ende·avqured to bring up his fa­
mily, did not diftrefs him ; but when 
his wife was lying-in of her laft child, 
the lat~dlord dying, his h~ir fent .and 
feized the. ftock for the rent'; and _the 

· perfon from whom he had borrowed 
fame money., exafperated to fee all 
gone, arrefting him im~ediately, he . 
was hurried to gaol, without being 
able to leave any money for his family. 
The poor woman could not fee them 
ftarve, and trying t6 fupport her chil­
dren before fhe had gained fufficieqt 

2 - ftr"' .1gth, 
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ftrengthJ fhe caugh~ cold ; and through 
neglect, and her want of proper nou­
rifhment, her illnefs turned to a 
putrid fever; which two of the chil­
dren caught from her, and died with 
her. The two who were left, Jacky • 
and Nancy, went to their father, and 
took with them a cur dog, that had 

, long fhared th_eir frugal meals. 
The children begged in the day, 

and at night ilept with their wr-etched 
father. Poverty and dir~ foo11 robbed 
their cheeks of the rofes which the 
country air made bloom with a pe­
culiar frefhnefs ; fo that they foon 
caught a jail fever,-and died. The 
poor father, who was now bereft or 
all his children, hung over their b,ed 
in fpeechlefs anguifh; not a groan or 

, a tear efcaped from him, w hilft he 
ftood, two or three hours, in the fame 
attitude, looking at the dead bodies 
of his little darlings. The dog licked 
his hands, and fhove to attract his 

/ attention; , 
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attention; .but for awhile he .feemed 
not to obferv.e his careifes; when he 
did, he faid, mournfully., thou wilt 
not leave me-. and -then he began to 
laugh. The bodies were removed,; 
and he r'ernaihed in an unfettled ftate, 
often frantic; at length the phrenzy 
fubfidedJ and he grew melancholy and 
harmlefs. He was not then fo clofely 
watched; and one day he contrived 
to make ljis efcape, the dog followed 
him, and came directly to his native 
village. 

Afi:er I had received this accpunt, 
I determine9 · he fhould live in the 
place he had• chofen, undifi:urbed. I 
fent. fame conveniences, all of which 
he rejected, except a mat; on which 
he fometimes ilept-the dog always 
did. I tried to induce him to eat, 
but he confrantly gave the dog what­
ever I fent him, and lived on haws 
and blackberries, and every kind of 
trafh. I ufed to <;:all frequently on 

him: · 
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him ; and he fometi~es followed me 

to the houfe I now live in, and i-n 

winter he would come of his own ac­

cord, and take a cruft of bread. He 
gathered water-creifes out of the pool, 

and would bring them to me, with 

nofegays of wild ~hyrne, which he 

plucked from the !ides of. the moun­

tain. I mentioned before, that the 

·dog was a cur. It had, indeed, the 

bad ~rick of a cur, and would . run · 

barking after -horfes heels. One day, 
when his mafter was gathering water­

creffes, the dog running after a young 

gentleman's horfe, made i~ ftart, and 

almofr threw the riqer; who grew fo 

angry, that though he knew it was · 

the poor madman's dog~ he levelled -

· his gun at his head-fi10t him,-· and 

· infhntly rode off. Robin ran to his · 
dog,-· he looked ·at his wounds, and 

not fenfible t:hat he was dead, called to 

him to follow him; but when he found · 

.that he could not, he took him to the 

C poo~ 
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pool, and wafhed off the blood be­
fore it began to clot, and then brought 
him home, and _laid him on the mat. 

I obfrrved that I had not fi en him 
pacing up the hills as ufual, and fent 
to enquire about him. H was found 
fitting by the dog, and no ·entr aties 
could prevail on him to quit th bo y, 
or receive any refrefhm nt. I in­
ftantly fet off for this pl ce, hoping, 
as I had alwa_ s been a favourit , that 

_ I fuould be able to perfuad him to 
eat fomething. But when I came to 
him, I found the hand of d ath was 
upon him. He " s full mel nchol} ; 
yet there was not fuch a mi. -tur of 
wildnefs in it as form rl . I r ff~ 
him. to tal e fome foo · but, in a 
of anfwering me or turning a,,. } , he 
burft into te rs,-a thing I had n v r 
feen him do befor , and fc bbing h 
faid, v\ ill any on b kin t 1 

- -you will I-ill m . -I faw n t my 
·ife di - o .-they n fr m 

C, ,, 1.er 
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her-lmt I fo.w ,Jacky and Nancy die­

and who pitied~ me ?-_ but my dog ! 
He turned his eyes to the body-I 

wept with him. He would then ,have 
taken fome nourifhment,- but nature 

was exhaufted-and he expired.-

Was that tl~e ·. cave ? faid ly.Iary. 1 

They ran to it. Boor Robin t' Di<;! 
· yoo ever he~u~ of any thing fo cruel ? 

Yes, anf wered M-rs. · Mafon ; and a:s 

we walk. home ~I will relate an initanre 

of frill greater barbarity. · · 

I told you, that Robin was confined 

in a jail. In France they , have ~ 

dreadful one, called the Baftille. The. 
poor wretches who are confined in it 

live entitely alone; have not the plea· 

fore of feeing · men or animals; .nor 

are they allowed books.-They live 

in comfortlefs folitu'de. Some have 

amufed themfelves by making figures 

on the wall ;. and others have laid 

ftraws in rows. One miferable cap-, , 

tive found a fpider; he nouriihed it 

· C 2 for 
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for two or three years; it grew tame, 
and partook of his lonely meal. The 
keeper obferved it, and mentioned the 
circumftance to a fuperiour, who or­
dered him to cru!h it. In vain .did 
the man beg to have his fpider fpared. 
You find, Mary, that the nafty crea­
ture which you defpifed was a com .. 
fort in folitude. The keeper obeyed 
the cruel command ; and the unhappy 
·wretch felt more pain when he heard 
the crufu, than he had ever experienced 
during his long confinement. He 
-looked round a dreary apartment, and 
the frn all portion of light which the 
g1ited bars admitted, only ferved to 
.fhew him, that he breathed where 
nothing elfe drew breath. 

C A P. 
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Anger.-Hiftory of jane Frei/u!. 

A Few days after thefe walks and · 

converfa.tions, Mrs., Mafon heard 

a great no~fe in the play-room. She 

ran haftily to enquire the caufe, and 

found the children crying,. and near 

them, one of the young birds lying · 

on the floor dead. With great eager­

nefs each of them tried, the moment 

fhe entered, to exculpate herfelf, and 

prove that the other had killed the 

bird. Mrs. Mafon commanded them: 
-

-to be filent; and, at the fame rime} 

called an orphan whom ihe had edu­

cated, and defired her to take car~ 

of the netl:. 
1 The caufe of the difpute was eaGly 

gathere~ from what they both let fall. 

They had contefted, which had the bcft 

rigbt to feed the birds. · Mary i nfif1:e l ' 

.C 3 tk 
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th~t !he had a right, becaufe fhe m1s­
the eldeft; and Caroline,_be~aufe ihe 
took the _neft. Snatching it from one -
fide of the room to the other, the bird 
fell, and . w~s trodden on before they 
were aware. 

·when they were a little compofed., 
Mr~. Mafon calmly thus addfrffed 
them : - I perceive that you are a­
.ihamed of your behaviou~, and forry 
for, the confe'quence; I will_ not there­
fore feverely reprove you, nor add . -, 
bitternefs to -the felf-rep;oach ·you 

.-muft bo~h fee1,-becaufe I pity you. 
You are now inferiour to the animals 
that graze- on the common ; reafon 
only ferves to render your folly more 
confpicuous and inexcufable. Anger., 
is a little defpicable vice: ._its feltifh 
emoti"ns banifh compaffion, and un­
dermine every virtue. It is eafy to 
conquer another ; but noble t0 fubdue 
onefe]f. Had · you, Mary, given 
way to ·your Lifter's humour, you would 
have proved that you were not only 

' older, 
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o1der, but wif1r than her. And you:,. 

Caroline, would have faved your 

charge, if you had, for the time>­

waved your right. · 
It i$ always a proof of fuperiour fenfe 

to 'bear with✓ilight inconveniences, and 

even trifling injuries_, without com­

plaining ··or contefting abo·ut them. 

The foul referves its firmnefs for great 

occafions, and then it aB:s a decided 

part. It is juft the contrary mode of ~ 

thinking, and the conduct pro~uced 

by it, which occaGons all thofe tr~ial ,~ 

difputes that {lowly corrode domeftic 

peace, and infenfi~ly deftroy what 

great misfortunes could not fweep_ 

away. 
I will tell you a ftor.y, that will take 

ftronger hold on your memory than 

mere remarks. 
· Jane Fretfi.11 'Yas an only child . Her 

fond weak motl er would not allow her 

to be contradicted on any occafion. 

The child had fome tendernefs of heart; 

C 4 ·but 
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but fo accuftomed was 1he to fee every 
thing give way to her humour, that ihe 
imagined the -., odd was only made for 
her. If any of her pfayfdlows had 
toys, that ftruck her caprici9us fickly 

' fancy, fhe v10uld cry for them ; and 
fubftirntes were in vain offered to quiet 
her, ihe mufr. have the identical ones., 
or fly into the moft violent paf1ion. 

· When fhe was an infant, if ihe fell -
Jow n, her nurfe made her beat the 
floor. She cohtinuid the praclice afrer­

_wards, and when frie was angry 'Otilc4 
kick the chairs and tables, or any fenfe- ' 
lefs piece of furniture, if they came in 
her way. I have feen her tlu-ow her 
cap into the fire, becaufe fome of her· 
acquaintance had a prettier. 

Continual paffio(1s weake.ped her 
conititution ; befide, ihe would not 
eat the common wholefome food that 
children, who are fui?jetl: to the finall­
pox and worms, ought to eat, and 
which is neceffary when they grow fo 

. faft, 
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faft, to make them {lrong and hand­

fome. lnfread of being a-comfort to 

her tender, though miftaken, mother? 

fue was her greateft torment. The . 

fervants all diflik.ed her; fue loved no 

one but herfelf; and the confequence 

was, fi1e never inf pi red love ; even 

the pity good-natured people felt, was 

nearly allied to contempt. 

A lady, who vifited her mother, 

brought with her one day a pretty little 

dog. Jane was delighted with it; and the 

lady, with great reluctance, parted with 

it to oblige her friend. For fome time 

ihe fondled, and really felt fomething 

like an affection fo,r it : but, one day, 

it happened to fnatch a cake £he was 

going to eat, and though there were 

twenty within reach, ilie flew into a vio.: 

lent paffion, and threw a ftool at the 

poor creature, who was big with pup. 

lt fell down; I can fcarcely tell the 

reft; it received fo fevere a blow, that . • 

!ill the yo1.1ng wtre killed, and the poor 
C~ S- wretch 
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wretch languiilied tw.o days, ._foffering 
the moft excruciating torture. 

Jane Fretful, who was now angry 
with h~rfelf, fat all the time holding it, 
a,nd every look the miferable animal 
gave her, flung her to the heart. After 
its death .fhe was very unhappy; but 
did not try to conquer her temper. All 
the bleffings of life were thrown away 
on her; and, without any .-real misfor­
tune, ihe was continually miferable. 

Jf fhe had planned a party of plea­
fure, and the weather proved unfa­
vourable, the whole day -was fpent in 
fruitlefs repining, .or_ venting her ill­
humour on thofe who depended on her. 
If no difappointment of that kind oc­
curred, fhe-could not enjoy the pro­
mifed ,pleafure; fo~ething always dif. 
concerted her; the horfes went too' faft, 
or, too flow; the dinner was ill-dreffed, 
or, fome of the company -contradicted 
her. 

She was, when a child, very bea~ti­
ful ; but anger foon diftorted her re-

gular , 
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o-ular feat1.:1res,, and gave a forbidding 
Q 

. 

fiercenefs to. h~r eyes. _But if for a 

moment {he looked pleafed, flte frill 

r~fembled a heap of combuftible mat­

ter, ·to which an accidental fpark 

1~ight fet fire; of courfe quiet pe~ple 

were afraid to converfe with her. 

And if {he Fer did a good,. or a hu­

mane action, her ridiculous anger foon 

rendered it an intolerable burden, if 

· it did not entirely cancel it: 
At laft fhe broke her mother'·s heart, 

or haftened her death, by her· want of 

duty, and her many other faults: all 

proceeding from violent,. unreflrained 

anger. 
The death of her mother, which 

affected her very much, left her with:­

out a friend. She would fometimes. 

fay, Ah 1 my poor mother, if you 

were now alive, I would not tea-ze you 

-I would give the world to'_ let you 

know that I am forry for what I have· 

done : you died, thinking me ungrate-
C 6 ful; 
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fol; and lamenting that I did not die 
when you gave me fuck. I !haU 
never-oh ! never fee you more. 

This thought, and her peevifh tem­
per, preyed on her impaired conftitu­
rion. She had not> by doing gooq, 
prepared her foul for another ftate~ 
or- cherifhed any hopes that could 
difarrn death of its terrors, or render 
that laft fleep f weet-its approach was 
tlreadful !-and fhe haftened her end, 
fcolding the phyfician fot not curing 
her. Her lifelefs countenance dif­
played the marks of convulfive anger; 
and ihe Jefc an ampie fortune behind 
her to thofe who did not regret her· 
lofs. They followed her to the grave, 
<>n which no one ihed- a tear. She 
"'tas foon forgotten; and I only re­
m ember her,_ to warn you to .fhun her ~rrors. 

C H A P 
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C H A P. V. 
Lying-Honor-'.truth-Small lJutie.; 

-Hijlory of Lady Sly, and MrJ. . 
'l'rueman. 

T HE little girls were very affidu­
ous to gain Mrs. Mafon's good 

op1ruon ; and, by the mildneis of their 
behaviour, to prove to her_ that they 
were afhamed of themfe1ves. It -was 
one of Mrs. Mafon'-s rules, when they 
offended her, that is, behaved jmpro­
per ly, to treat them civilly; but ro 
avoid giving them thofe marks of af­
feB:ion which they were particularly 
delighted to receive. 

Y efterday, faid 1he to them, I only 
mentioned to you one fault, though I 
obferved two. You very readily gueis 
I mean the lie that you both told. 
Nay, look up, for I wifh to fee you 
blu!h; and the confufion which I per­
ceive in your faces gives me pleafure; 
becaufe it convinces me that it is not 

a con-
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a confirmed h3:bit : and, indeed,. my -
children, I fhould . be forry that fuch 

a m_ean one had taken deep root in 

y-our infant minds. 
When I fpeak of falfehood, I mean 

every kind; whatever- t ends to deceive> 

though not fa.id in direB: terms. Tones. 

of voice, motions of the hand or head,, 

if d1ey make another believe what they 

ought not to believe, are lies, and of 

.the worft kind; becaufe the contrivance 

aggravates- the guilt. I would much 

fooner forgi ve a lie told direB:ly,. when 

perhap~ fear entirely occupied the 

thoughts,. apd th.e prefence 'of God 

was not felt: for it is His facred Ma. 

j eft:y that you affront by telling an 

untruth. 
How fo'_? enquired Mary. 

B-ecaufe you hope to conceal your 

falfehood from every human creature: 

but, if you confider a moment, you 

rriuft recol1eB:,. that the Searcher of 
liearts reads your very thougncs ;· that 

nothing is hid from him. 
You -
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You would blu(h ifl were to difco-
ver that you told a lie ; yet wantonly 
forfeit the favom of Him, from wl~om 
you. have received life and all frs bkf­
frngs, to fcreen yoqrfelves from cor­
rection or reproof, or, what is ftill ' 
worfe, to purchafe. fome trifling gra: 
tification, the pleafure of wh\~h would · 
lail! but a moment. 

You heard the gentleman who vi­
Hted me this morning, very frequently 
uie the word Honour. Hono1,Jr con~ 
fifts in ref pecting yourielf; in doi1:1g as 
you would be done by ;. and the _foun .. 
qation of honour is Truth. 

\tVhen I can depend on the veracity 
of people, that is to fay, am convinced 
that they adhere to truth, I rely on 
them ; am certain they have courage, 
becaufe I know they will bear any in~ 
convenience rather than defpife them­
felves, for telling a lie. Befides, it is not 
neceffary to confider what you. intend 
to fay, w-hen you have dorie right. . 
Always deterll:).ine, on eve~y occafion, .. 

to • 

_, 
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to fpeak the truth, and you will never 

be at a lofs f.or words. If your cha­

raB:ef for this fcrupulous attention is 

once fixed, your acquaintance will be 
courted; ·and thofe who are not parti­

cularly pleafed with you, will, at !eaft, 

refpeB: your honomable principles. 

1t is impoffible to form a friendfhip 

without making truth the bafis ; it is 

· indeed · the effence of devotion, the 

employment of the underftanding, and , 

the fupport of every duty. 

I govern my fervants, and you, by 
attending ft~iB:ly to truth, and this 

Qbfervance keeping my head clear and 

_ my heart pure, I' am ever ready to 

pray to the Author of good, the Foun .. 

tain of truth. , 

While I am difcuffing the fubjeet, let 

I)'le point out to you another branch of 

. this virtue; Sincerity.-And r,emem­

ber that I every day fe~ you an exam­

ple; for I never, to pleafe for tbe mo­

ment., pay unmeaning compliments, 
or 
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0r permit any words to drop from rriy 
tongue, that my heart does not dic­
tate. , And when I relate any matter 
of fact, I carefully avoid embelliil1ing 
it, in order to render it a more enter­
taining ftory; not that I think fuch 
a practice abfolutely criminal -~ but as 
it contributes infenfibly to wear away 
a re(pecl: for truth, I guard againft the 
vain impul_fe, left I fhould lofe the 
chief ftrength, and even ornament, 
of my mind, and become like a wave 
of the fea, drifted about by every guff 
of paffion. _ 

You muft in life obferve the moft 
apparently infignificant dudes ·_ the 
'great ones are the pillars of virtue; 
but the ronft;int concurrence of trifling 
things, makes it neceffary that reafon 
and confrience fhould always prefide;­
to keep the heart fteady. Many peo­
ple m ake promifes, and appointments, 
which they fcruple not. to break, if 
a more inviting pleafure occurs, not 

rernem-
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remembering that the flightefl: , duty 

:fhould be performed before a mere 

amufernent_is purfued-for any neglect 

of this kind embitters play. Nothing,. 

beli~ve me, can long be pleafant,. that 

is not innocent • 

. A,s I ufually endeavour to r.e~ol­

lecl: fome perfons of rny acquaintapce, 

Who hav~ fuffered by the faults, or 

follies, I wi!h you to avoid ; I will 
defcribe two characters, that will,. jf 

. I miftake .. not, very ftrongly enforce 

what I ha~e been faying. 
Laft wee~ you faw Lady Sly, who 

came to pay me a morning vilit. Did 

you ever fee fuch a fine carriage, or 

f~ch b_eautifol horfes? How they pawed 

tl~e ground.,, and difplayed their rich 
harneffes ! Her feryants wore elegar,t · 

. liveries, and her own clothes fuited the:· 

equ ipage. Her houfe is equal to her 

quriage; the rooms· are lofty, and · 

hung with filk; noble glaffes and pic­

tures adorn them : and the pleaf ure-
grounds 
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grounds are _large and well laid out ; 
befide the trees aud fhrubs, they con­
tain a variety of fun:imer-houfes and 
temples, as they are called .. -Yet my 
young friends, this is.Jlate, no"t dignity. 
· This woman has a little foul, :fhe 
never attended to truth, and obtaining 
great part of her fortune by falfehood, . 
it has blighted all her enjoyments. 
She inhabits that fup-erb houfe, 'Year:,s 
the gayeft clothes, and rides in that 
beautiful carriage, without feeling plea­
fure. Sufpicion, and the cares it has , 
given birth to, have wrinkled her coun­
tenance, and bani!hed every trace of 
beauty, which paint in vain endeavours 
to repair. Her fufpicious te.rnper 
arifes from a lmo~ledge of, her own 
heart, and the want of rati;nal em-
ployments. . 

She imagines that every perfon fhe 
converfes with means to deceive her ; ' 
and when fhe leaves a company, fup­
pofes all the _ill they may fay of her, 

becaufe 
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beca~fe.fhe recollects her own praB:ice. 
She liftens about her houfe, expecting 
to difcover the defigns of her fer­
vants, none of whom fhe can truft; 
and in confequence of this anxiety 
her fleep is unfound, and her food 

- taftelefs. She walks in her paradife 
of a garden, and· fmells not the 
flowers, nor do the birds infpire her 
with cheerfulnefs.-Thefe pleafures are 
true and .{imple, they lead to the love 
of God, and all the creatures whom 
He hath made-and cannot warm a 
heart which a malicious., ftory caa -
pleafe. 

She cannot pray to God ;-He hates 
a liar! She is neglected by her hufband, 
whofe only motive for- marrying her 
was to clear an incumbered eftate. 
Her fon, her only child, is undutiful; 
the poor never have caufe to blefs her; 
nor does :fhe contribute to the happi­
nefs of any human being. 

To 
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To kill time, and drive ·away the 

pangs of remorfe, !he goes from _one 
houfe to another, collecting and pro-

- pagating fcandalous tales, to bring. 
others. on a level with herfelf. Even 
thofe w110 refemble her are afraid of 
her; fhe . lives alone in the world, its 
good things are poifoned by her vices, 
and neither infpire joy nor gratitude. 

Before I tell you how fhe acquired 
thefe vicious habits, and enlarged her, ,, 
fortune by difregarding truth, I mu(t 
de.fire you to think of Mrs. Trueman, 
the curate~s wife, who lives in yonder 
white houfe, clofe to the church ; it is 
a fmall cne, yet the woodbines and 
jeffarnins that twine about the win­
dows . give it a pretty appearance. 
Her voice is fweet, her manners not 
only eafy, but elegant; and her fimple 
drefs makes her perfon appear to the 

•greateft advantage . 
. She walks to vifit me, and her little 

ones hang on her hands, and cling to 
her ~ 
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her clothes, they are · fo fond of her. 
If any thing terrifies them, they run 
under her apron, and ihe looks like the 

· hen taking care_ of her young brood. 
· The domefiic animals play with the 

children, finding her a mild attentive 
miftrefs ;- and out of her franty fortune 
fhe contrives to feed and clothe many 
·4:1- hungry fhivering wretch; who blefs 
her as fhe pa!fes along. 

Though ihe has .not any outward . 
' tlecorations, ihe appears fuperior to . 
her · neighbours, who call her the Gen­
tlewoman ; indeed every gefture £hews 
an accomplifhed and dignified mind, 
that relies on itfelf; when deprived 
of the fortune which contributed to 

polifh and give it confequence. 
Drawings, the amufement of her 

you~h; ornament her neat ,Parlour; 
fome mufical inftruments ftand in one 
corner ; for fhe plays with taft: e, and 
fings fweetly. 

All 
Ii 
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·' All the furniture, not forgettting a 
book-cflfe; full of ,, well-chofen books, _ . 
fpeak ~he refinement of the owner, 
and the pleafures a cultivated mind has 
within its own grafp, independent of ' 
profperity. 

Her hufband, a man of taft:e and 
learning, reads to her, while fhe makes 
clothes for her children, whom' fhe 
teaches in the tendereft, and moft per­
fuafive manner, important truths and 
elega~t accomplifhments. 

When you have behaved well for 
fome time you fhall vifit her, . and 
ramble in her little gardeµ; there are 
feveral pretty feats in it, and the 
nightin~ales warble their f weeteft fangs, 
undifturbed, in the fhade. 

I have now given you an ~ccount of · 
the prefent fituation of both, and of 
their characters; liilen to me whilft I 
relate in what manner thefe characters 
were ·forrried, and the conftquence of 
each adhering to a different mode of 
conduct. · · -> ' 

Lady 
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Lady Sly, when .fhe was a chil~, ufecl 

to fay pert things; which the injudi;. 

- .cious peopl~ about her lat1ghed at, 

and called very witty. Finding that 

her prattle pleafed, 1he talked incef­

fan tly, and invented fi:ories, when ad­

ding to thofe that had fome fo-unda­
tion, was not fufficient to entertain the 

company. If .fhe ftole fweetmeats, or 

broke any thing, the cat, or the dog, 

was blamed, and the poor animals 

- were corrected for her faults ; nay, · 

fometimes the fervants loft their places 

in confequence of her affenions. Her 

panmts died and left her a large for .. 

tune, and . an aunt, who had a frill 

larger, adopted her. 
Mrs. Trueman, her cou~n, was, 

fome years after, . adopted by the fame 

lady; but her parents could no~ leave 

th~ir eftate to,ber, as it defcended to·the 

male heir. She had received the moft 

liberal education, and was in every re­

fpetl: the reverfe of her coufin ; who 
4 envied 
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envied her merit, and could not bear t 

think of her dividing the fortune which 
fue had long expected t.o inherit en­

tirely herfelf. S_he ·therefore praB:i ed· 
every mean art to prejudice her aunt 

again.fr her, and fucceeded. 
A faithful old fervant endeavoured 

to open her_ mifl:refs's eyes ; but the 
cunning ni~ce contrived to invent the. 
moft infamous frory of the old domef­

cic, ho as in confeq uence of it dif­

m iffed. Mrs. Trueman fuppo.rted her, 
when !he could not fucceed in vindica­

ting her, and f uffered for her genero .. 

{fry; for her aunt dyigg foon., after, left 

only five hun~ed pounds to this ami­

able woman, cµ1d fifty thoufand to Lady 
Sly. 

They both of them_ mar~ied iliortl 
after. ~ne, _ the profliga e · Lord Sly, 

and the other-a refpecl:able clergy_man_,• 

who had been difagpointed in his hop~s 

of prefermen • This lafi: couple, in 
fpite of their mutu l difap o· ntments, 
are contented wi;:h their lot ; and are. 

preparing themfel ves and c1 ildren for 
D anot er 
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another world, where truth, virtue 
and happinefs dwell together. 

For believe me, whatever happinefa 
we attain in this life, muft faintly re­
femble what God Himfelf enjoys., 
whofe truth and goodnefs produce a 
fublime degree, fuch as we cannot con­
ceive, it is fo far above our limited ca .. ..pacities. 

I did not intend to detain you fo 
long, faid Mrs. Mafon; l1ave you 
finiihed Mrs. Trimmer's Fabulous Hif­
tories -? Indeed we have, anf we red 
Caroline, mournfully, and I was very 
forry to come to the end. I never 
read fuch a pretty book; may I read it over again to Mrs. · Trueman's 
little Fanny ? Certainly;· faid Mrs. 
Mafon, if you can make her under-

' ftand that birds never talk. Go and 1 

run about the garden, and remember · ~ the next lie I detect, I fhall punifh ; 
becaufe lying ~s a vice ;-and I ought , 
to punifh you if you are guilty ofit, to 
pr~vent your feeling Lady SJyrs mi-fery. 

CHAP. 
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Anger - Fffl/y produces Self ::Contempt, 
and the Negleit of others. 

MR s_ Mafon had a number of 

f vifitors one a(ternoon, who con­

verfed in the ufual thoughtlefs manner 

which people often fall into who do 

not confider before they fpeak ; they 

talked of Ca~oline's beauty, and !he 

gave herfelj many affected airs to 

make it appear to the beft advantage. 

But Mary, who had not a face to ·be 

,proud of, was obferving fome pecu­

liarities in the drefs or manners or 

the guefts ; and one very ref pectable 

old lady, who had loft her teeth, af­

forded her more diverfion than any of 

the reft. 
The children went to bed without 

being reproved, though Mrs. Mafon, 

when fue difmiffed them, faid gravely, 
D 2 I give 
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I give you to-night a kifs of peace, 

a'n affeclionate one you have not ~e­

ferved. They therefore ' difcovered 

by her behaviour that they had done · 

wrong, and waited for an explanation 

to regain her favour. 

She. was never in a paffion, but her 

· quiet fte~dy difpleafure made them feel 

fo little in their own eyes, they wifhed 

her to fmile tl1at they might be fame .. 

thing; for all their confequence fe@med 

to anfe from her approbation. I declare., 

, faid 'Caroline, I do· not know what I 

have done, · and yet I am fore I never 

knew Mrs. Mafon find fault without 

convincing me that I had done wrong. 

Did you, Mary, ever fee her in a 

paffion ? No, faid Mary, I do be­

lieve that fhe was ~evet angry in her. 

life ; when John threw down ail the 

china, and ftood trembl.ing, fhe was 

' the firft to fay that the carpet made ' 

him ftumble. Yes, now I do re­

member., when we firft came to her 

houfe, John forgot to bring the cow 
and 
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~nd her yqung calf into the cow­
.houfe ; I heard her bid him do it di­
rectly, and the poor calf was almoft 
frozen to aeath~fi1e fpoke then .in a 
hurry, and fee~ec,i angry; Now you 
mention it, I do recollect, replied Ca­
roline, that ihe w~s angry, when Betty 
did not carry the poor fide woman the 
broth fhe ordered her to take to her. 
But this is not iike the paffion I ufed 
to fee nurfe in, when any thing vexed' 
her. She would fcold us; and beat the 

· _girl who waited on her. _ Poor little , 
Jenny, many a time was ihe beaten, 
when we ·vexed nurfe; I would tell her 
_ihe ~as to b}am~ now if I faw h_er 
- and I _would not . teafe her -any 
more. 
· I declare I cannot go t<? fleep, faid 
Mary, I ?,m _afraid of l\1rs. Ma[o·n,s 
eyes-would you think, Caroline, that 
fhe who looks fo _very good-natured 
fornetimes, could frighten orie fo ? I. 
wi(h I were a~ wife and as good as 
fhe is. The poor woman with the 1 

.D 3 f11t 
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1x children, whom we met on the com­

mon, faid fhe was an angel, and that fh~ 
had faved her's and her children's 
Jives. My heart is in my mouth,. 
indeed, replied Caroline, w~1en I think 
of to-morrow ri10rning, and yet I am 
much happier than, I ~as when we 
were at home. I cried, I c:innot now 

, tell for what, all day; I never wi!hed 
to be good-nobody told me what 
it was to be good. I wifh to be a 
woman, faict Mary, and to be like 
Mrs. Maf6n, 9r Mrs. Trueman ,---we 
are to go to fee her if we behave well. 
· Sleep foon over-powered them, and 
they forgot their apprehenfions. In 
the morning they awoke _. refretbed~. 
and took care ·to learn their leff ons,. 
and feed the chickens, before Mrs. 
Mafoh .left her i;:hamber. 

CHAP •. 
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C HAP. VII. T 

Virtue the Soul of Beauty-'l'he 'tulip 
and the Roje-'Ihe Nightingale­
External Ornaments-Ch-ar..a{!e-rs • 

. THE next morning Mrs. Ma- , 
fon met them firft in the gar~ 

den; and fhe defired Caroline to look 
at a bed· of tulips, that were then 

in their J)igheft ftate of pe1feEtion. 1, 
added .ihe, choofe to have every .kind 
of f?.ower in my garden, -as the fuccef­
fion enables me to vary my daily 

prof peel:, and gi v~s it the charm of 

variety; yet_t~efe tulips afrord me lefa 
pleafure than moft of the other fort 
whicn I cultivate-and I will tell you 

why-they are only beautiful. L iften 

to my diftincl:ion; - good feature>s, 
and a fine complexio , I term · bodily. 

beauty. Like the ftreaks in the tu­

lip, they pleafe the eye for a moment; 

D 4 but .. 



[ 56 ] 
but this l1niformity foon tires, and the' 
active m~nd flies off to fomething 
elfe. The foul of beauty, my dear 
children, confifts in the body grace­
fully exhibiting the emotions and va­
riations' of the · informing mind. If 
ruth, humanity, and knowledge in-

. .habit the breaft, the eyes will beam 
with a mild l~ftre, modefty wiil fuf­
fufe the cheeks, and frniles of inno­
cent joy play over all the features • 
. At fir ft fight, regularity and colour 
w~ll attract, and have the advantage, 
becaufe the hidden fprings are not di­
recUy fet in motion; b_ut when inter-

. hal goodn~fs is refletl:ed, every other 
.kind of beauty, the fhadow of it, 
withers away before it-as the fun 
obfcures a lamp~ , 

You are certainly handfome, Caro­
line; I me.an, have good features; 
but you · muft improve your mind to· 
g:ve them a pleaiing expreffion, or 
they will only ferve to lead your 
und<;rftanding aftray. I have feen 

forne 
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fome fooli(h people take grea~ pains 

to decorate the outfide of their houfes, 

to attract the -notice of {hangers, who 

gazed, and paffed on; whilft the in­

fide, where they received their friends., 

was dark and inconvenient. Apply 

this obfervation to·:mere perfonal at=" 

tractions. They may,it is true, for afew 

years, charm the fuperficial part of your 

acquaintance, whofe notions of beauty 

are not built on any principle of 

utility. Such perfons mrght look at · 

you, as 1they would glance· their eye 

over thefe tulips, and feel for a , mo­

ment the fame pleafure that . a view 

of the .variega,ted rays of light would ' 

convey to an uninformed mind. The 

lower clafs of ~mankind, and children> 

are fond of finery ; gaudy, dazzling 

appearances catch their attention;. but 

the difcriminating judgment of a per­

fon of fenfe requires, beudes colour, 

order, proportion, grace and ufeful­

nefs, to render the idea of beauty 

complete. 
D5 Obferve . 
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Obferve that rofe, it has all · the 

perfections I fpeak of; colour, grace," 
arid fweet1,efs-and even . wh.en the 
fine tints fade, the fineJl is grateful to 
thofe whb have before contemplated 
its beauties. I have only one bed 
of tulips, though Q1y garden is large, 
but, in every part of it, rofes ·at­
trat:l: the eye. 

You have feen Mrs Trueman, and 
think her a very fine wqman ; ye~t her­
fkin and complexiolihave only the d€ar­
nefs that temperance gives; and her 
features, ftricl:ly fpeaking, are not regu­
lar: B.etty, the houfe-maid.,.has, in both 
thefe refpeB:s.,. ~uch the fuperiority 
over her. But, though it is not eafy 
to define in .what her beauty confifts,. 
the eye follow~ her whenever fhe 
moves; and every ·perfon of tafte­
liftens for the modulated founds which 
proce d out of her mouth,. to be im­
proved !1Dd pleafed. · It)s confcious. 
worth, truth, that gives dignity to. 
her walki and fimple elegance to he~ 

conver-
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converfation. She has, indeed, a moft 

excellent underftanding, and a feel­

ing heart ; . fagacity and tendernefs, 

/ the refult of both, are happily blend­
ed in her countenance .; and ta(te is. 
t~e polifh, which makes them appear­

to the beft advantage. She is more 
than beautiful ; and you fee her ;a­

ried excellencies again and again, witr 

increafing pleafure. They are not 

obtruded on y~m., for knowledge h~ 
taught her t1u~ humility: fhe is n~t 

· like the flau~ting tulip, that force-~ 
itfelf forward into notice; but re­
fembles the modeft rofe,, you fe_e 

• 
'f ' J 

yonder, retiring under its . elegant 
folrage~ · ' ·· 

I have mentioned flowers - the 

fame order is obferved in the higher 

departments of nature. Think of the 

birds ; thofe that fing beft have not 

the fineft plumage ; indeed juft , the-­

contrary; God divid~s His gifts, and 

amongft the feathered race the night~, 

in gale (fweeteft of warblers, who 

_ .. · -D 6. · · pours 
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pours forth her varied ftrain when 
fober eve comes on) you would feek 
in vain in the morning, if you ex­
pected that beautiful feathers !hould 
point out the fongftrefs: many who 
ince.ffantly twitter, and are only tole­
rable 1n the gen~ral· concert, would 
furpafs . her, and attrad your atten .. 
tion. 

i knew., fome time before you were 
born, a vciry fine., a very handfome 
girl; I faw ihe had- abilities,. an<l I 

..fa·w with pain that !he attended to 
·the moft obvious, but leaft valuable 
gift . of heaven. Her ingenuity ilept> 
whilft fhe tried to render her per­
fon more alluring. At laft fhe caught 
the fmall-pox-her beauty vani.fhed, 
and ihe was for a time miferable; 
but the natural vivacity of youth over­
came. her unpleafaht feelings. l!'} 
cofifequence of the diforder, her eyes 

- became fo weak that fhe was obliged 
to fit in a dark room. To beguile 
'the tedious day fue applied to mufic, 

2 . Gd 
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and made a furpri!ing p~oficiency. She 
even began to think, in her retirement., , 
and when ilie recovered her fight grew' _ 
fond of reading. 

Large companies did not now amufe 
her, qie was no longer· the objecc of 
admiration, or if fhe was taken notice 
of, it was to be pitied, to hear h, r 
former felf praifed, and to h~ar t~e.m 
lament the depredation that dreadful 
difeafe had made in a fine face. Not 
expecting or wifhing to_ be obferved,­
fue loft her affeB:ed airs., and attende51 
to the converfation, in which ilie was 
foon able to bear a part. In iliort, 
the defire of pleafing took a different 
turn, and as fhe improved her mind., 
fue difcovered that virtue, internal , 
beauty, was valuable on its own ac~ 
count, and not like that of the perfon~ 
which refembles a toy, that pleafes 
the obferver, but does not render the 
po!feffor happy. 

She found, that in acquiring know­
ledge; her mi!1d grew tranquil, '!nd the 

noble · 
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_ noble defire of acting conformabiy to _ 

the will of God fucceeded, and drove 

out the in:imoderate vanity which be­

fore acruate-d her, when her equals 

were the objects fhe thought moft of, 

~n9 whef;e approbationJbe fo~ght with 
fuch_ \eagernefs. And what _had 1he 
(ou,gry.~ ~ To be flared at and called 

handfoq1e. Her beauty, the mere fight 

~f, it, did not make others good, or 

comfort the affiitked; but after 1he had 

ioft it, fhe was co1I1fortable herfelf, and 
fet · her friends the moft ufeful ex­
ample. 

)'he money that ihe had formerly 
ppropriated to . ornament her perfon, 

now clothed the naked; yet ilie really 
,appeared better dreifed, as fue had 

acquired the habit of _employing he_r 

time to the beft advantage, and could 

make many things herfel£ Befides, 

Jhe did not implicitly follow the reign­

ing fafhion, for fue had learned to dif­

tinguifu, and in the moft trivial mat-
tei-s 
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ters acred according to the dictates of 
good fenfe. 

Tq.e children made fome comments. 
on this ft<1ry,. but .the entrance of a vi­
fitor interrupted ·the converfation, and 
they ran about the garden, comparing 
the rofes ~nd tulips. 

Summer Evening~ s Amujement.-Cfhe 
Arrival ()la Family of Haymakers.­
Ridicule of perjonal Defetis cenju-red~ 
-A Storm.-Cfhe Fear of Death.~ 
crhe Cottage of honefl 'Jack, the /hip~ 

· wrecked Sailor.-'Ihe Hiftory of Jack, 
· and his faithful Dog Pompey. 

ft'T'HE evening was pleafant; Mrs. 
J. Mafon and the children walked 

out; and many ruftic noifes ftruck 
their ears. Some bells in a neighbour­
ing village, foftened by the diftance~ 
founded pleafingly; the _beetles hum-

rne~ 
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med, and the children purfued them, 

not to deftroy _them ; but to obferve -

their form, and afk queftions concern-

i rig their mode of living. Sheep were 

bleating and cattle lowing, the rivulet 

, near them babbled along, while the 

found of the diftant ocean died- a way 

on the ear-01· they forgot it, liftening 

to the whiftling of the hay-makers, 

who were returning f~9m the field. 

They met a whole famify who came 

every year-from another county where 

they could not find conftant employ­

ment, and Mrs. Mafon allow~d them 

to fie~p in ~.her barn. ' The little one; 

' knew their benefaB:refs, and tried to 

catch a fmile; and fhe was ever ready 

to fmile on _t_hofe whom fhe obliged; 

for fhe lov·ed all her fellow creatures, 

and lovt lightens obligations. Befides, 

fue' th~ught that the poor who are wil­

ling to work, had a: right to the com-

forts of life. · 

A few moments after, they met a 

deformed woman,;· the children flared 
· her 
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her almoft out of countenance; but 
Mrs. Mafon- turned her head · another 
way, and ·when the poor object was 
out of hearing, faid ~o Mary, I_ in­
tended to reprove you this morning 
for a fault which -I have frequently 
feen you commit; and this moment 
and the other evening it was partirn­
larly confpicuous. When that deformed 
woman paffed us, I involuntarily looked 
at fomething elfe, and -would not let 
her perceive that the was a difgufting · 
figure, and attracted notice on that 
account . . I fay I did it involuntarily, 
for I have accuftomed myfelf to think 
of others, and what they will fuffer 
on all ocrafions : a~d tliis lothnefs to 
offend, or even to hurt the feelings 
of another, is an inftantaneous fpring 
whicl: actuates my conduct, and makes 
me kindly affected to every thing that 
breathes. If I then am. fo careful not 
to wound a {hanger, what !hall I think • 
of your behaviour, Mary? when you 
laughed at a refpecl:able old woman, 

who 

.. 
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who befide her virtues and her age, 
had been particularly civil t9 you. I 
have always feen perfons of the weakeft 
underftandings, and whofe hearts be­
nevolence feldom touched> ridicule bo­
dily infirmities, and accidental defects. 
:r hey could only relifh the inferiour 
kind of beauty, which I defcribed this 
morning, an<J a filly joy has elated 
their empty fouls, on finding, by com­
parifon, that they were fuperiour to 

others in that refpect, though the con .. 
clufion was erroneous, for merit, men­
tal acquirements, can only gi~e a jufi: 
claim to fuperiority. Had you pof­
feffed the fmalleft portion of difcern­
ment, you wquld foon have forgot­
ten the tones, lofs of teeth made draw­
ling, in liftening to the chearful good 
fenfe which that worthy woman's words 
~onveyed. You laughed, becaufe you 
-were ignorant, and I now excufe 
you; but fome years hence, if I were 
to fee you in company, with fuch a 
propenfity., I iqould ftill think you 

a child, 
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a child, an overgrown one, whofe mind 
did not expand as the body grew. 

The fky began to thicken, and the 
lowing of the cattle to have a melan.J. 
ch~ly cadence.; the , nightingale forgot 
her fong, and fled to her neft; and the 
fea roared and la.fhed the rocks. Du­
ring the calm which portended an ap­
proaching ftorm, every creature wai 
running for .fhelter.-W e muft.,, if 
pofiible, faid Mrs. Mafon, · reach . yon 
cottage on the cliff.,. for we .fhall ·foon 
have a violent thunder-ftorm. They 
quickened their pace, but- the hurri­
cane overtook them. The hail-ftoneS: • 
fell, the clouds i feemecl to . open and 
difclofe the lightning, while loud peals 
of thunder fhook the ground ; the 
wind alfo in violent gufts ruih~d among 
the trees, tore off the £lender branches 
and loofened the roots. 

The children were terrified; but Mrs 
Mafon • gave them each a hand> and 
chatted with them to difpel their fears. 
She informed them that ftorms were 

neceffary ) 
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neceffary to diffipate noxious vapours, 
and to anfwer many other purpofes, 
which were not, perhaps,. obvious to 
our weak underftandings. But are 
you not afraid? cried the trembling 
Caroline. No, certainly, I am not 
afraid.-! walk with the fame fecurity 
as when the fon enlivened the profpect 
-God is ftill prefent, and we are fafe. 
-Should the flafh . that paffes by us, 
flrike me dead, it cannot hurt me, I 
fear not death !-:-I only fear that Being 

· who can render death terrible, on 
whofe providence I calmly reft; and 
my confidence earthly farrows cannot 
deftroy. A mind is never truly great, 
till the love of virtue overcomes the 

~ fear of death. 
By this time they had mounted the 

cliff, and faw the tumultuous deep. 
The angry billows rofe, and dallied 
againft the fhore; and the loud noife 
of the rag1ng fea r-efounded from rock 
to rock. 
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They ran into the cottage; die poor 

woman who lived in it, fent her _chil­
dren for wood, and foon made a good 
fi{e to. dry the11t1.• . 

The father of the family foon afce~ 
cam~ ,i11, leaning . on crutches; and 
over one eye there was a large patch. 
1 am glad to fee you hon~ft Jack, faid 
ly1rs. M afon, come and take your feat 
by the fire, · and ~ell the children the 
ftory of your fhipwreck. 

He inftantly complied. I was very 
young, my dear ladies, faid Jack, 
when I went to fea, and endured 
rnapy hardfhips,-however I made a 
.D.1ift to weather them all; and whether 
the wind was fair or foul, I ran up the 
fhrouds and fung at the helm. I had 
always a good heart, no lad fore or 
aft had a better; when we were at fea, 
I never was the firft to flinch; ;ind 
on ·fhore I was as. merry. as the befi: · 
of them. I married !he you fee yon- ' 
der, (lifting hi,c; crutch to point to his 
wife) and her work and my wages 
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did together; till I was fhipwrecked-on 

· thefe rocks. 0 h ! it was a dreadful 

night; this is nothing to it ; but J am 

getting- to the end of my 'ftory before 

I begin it. · 

• During- the war, I went once or 

twice to N ew·York. The laft was a 

good voyage, · and we were all return­

ing with joy to dear England, when 

_ the ftonl) rofe ; the. veffel was like 

a bird, it flew up and down, and 

feveral of our heft hands were waihed 

dean overboard-My poor captain! a 

better never plowed the ocean., he fell 

· overboard too, and it was fame time 

before we miffed him; for it was quite 

dark, except that llaihes of lightning, 

now and then, gave us light. I was 

at the helm, laihing it to the fide of 

-the fhip-a dreadful fiafu came acrofs 

_ me, and I loft one of my precious 

eyes:-But thank God I have one left. 

The weather cleared up next day, and, 

thottgh we had been finely mauled, I 

began to hop~ (Qr I hate to be faint-

4 hearted, 
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hearted, and certainly we iliould. have 
got into the .channel very foon, if we 

had not fell in with a French man of 

war, which took us; for we could. noi: 
make any reliftance. 

I had a dog, poor Pompey J with 
me • . Pompey would not leave me,· he 
was as fond of me as if he had been a 

chriftian. I h~d loft one · eye by the 
- lightning, the other had been fore: 

fo that J. could hardly call it a peep­
hole. Somehow I fell down the hatch~ 

way,_ and bruifed one of my legs; 

but I did not mind it, do ye fee, ·till 
we arrived at Breft and were thrown 
into a French Prifon. 

There I _was worfe off .than ever; the 
room we were all ftowed in, was full 
of vermin, and our food very bad ; 
mouldy bifcuits, and falt filb. The 

-prjfon was choke full, and many a 
- morning did we find fome honeft 

fellow with his chops fallen-he was 
not to be waked any more !-he was 
gone to the other country, do ye fee. 

4 Yet · 
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Yet the French have not fuch hard 

hearts as people fay th.ey ·have ! Se­

veral women brought us broth, and 

wine; and one gave me fome rags to 

,.. wrap round my leg, it was ver_y pain­

ful, l cot1ld not clean it, nor had 

I any plaifter. One day I was look­

ing forrowfully at it, thinking for 

c~rtain I , fhould lofe · my precimJs 

limb; when, would you ·believe id 

Pompey . faw what I was thinking 

~bout, and began to lick. it.-.A.nd, I 

never knew fuch a furprizing thing, 

it grew better and better every day, 

and -at lafr was healeJ witho~t any 

plaifter. 
After that I was very Gck, and the 

fame tender-hearted .creature who gave 

me the rags, took me to her houfe ; 

and frefh air foon recovered me. I 

for certain ought to fpeak well of the 

·French; but for their kindnefs I {hould 

· have been in another port by this time. 

Mayhap I might have gone with a fai°r 

w~nd, ye t I fhould have been forry to 
have 

I , , 
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have left my poor wife and her chil­

dren. But I am letting all my line 

run out ! Well, by-and-by, there was 

an exchange of prifoners, and we were 

once more in an En.gliih veffel, and 

I made fure of feeing . my family 
again ; but the weather was · ftill 

fot1I. Three days and nights we were 

in the greateft diftrefs ; and the JOurth 

the {hip was dallied againft thefe rocks. 

Oh ! if you had heard the craih ! 

The w,i,te.r rufhed in - the men -

fcrearned, Lord have· mercy O~l us ! 

There was a woman in the ihip, and, 

as I could fwim, I -tried to fave 

her, and -P_ompey followed me; bu·t 

I loft him-·. poor fellow-! I declare I 

cried like a child when I faw his dead 

body. However I brought the woman 

to ihore; and affifted fomernore of my. 

mefs-mates; but, ftanding in the wa­

ter , fo long, I loft the ufe of my 

limbs--:-yet Heaven was good to me ; 

Madam, there, fent a cart for us all, 

and took care of us; but I never, 

E reco-
• 
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-recovered the ufe of my limbs. So 
ihe afl{ed me all about my misfor­
tunes, and fent for wife, who came 

• directly, and we have lived here ever 
.fince. Vv e catch fifh for Madam, and 
I watch for a ftorm, hoping fome 
time or other to be · as kind to a poor 
perifhing foul as ihe has been to 
me. - Indeed we are very happy-

. I might now have been begging about 
the ftreets, but for Madam, God 
blefs her. 

A tear {hayed down .. Mrs .. 1Mafon's 
cheek, while -a finile of benevolence 
lighted up her countenance-the little 
-girls caught each hand-They._ ~ere 
all filent a few minutes when ihe, 
willing. to turn -rhe difcourfe, en·quired · 
whether they had any fifh in -the houfe? 
Some were produced, they were 
quickly dreffed, ~nd they all eat to­
gether. _ They had · a ch earful meal, 
and honef.l: Jack fung fome of his 
feafaring fongs, and did all he could 
to cli vert them , and exp refs his gra .. 

titude, 
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.titude. Getting up to reach die 
brown loaf, he limped very awk­
wardly, Mary was juft beginning to 
laugh, when fhe reftrained herfelf; -
for ihe .recoUecl:ed that his awkward­
nefs made him truly r~fpecl:able, be- · 
.caufe he had 10ft the ·ufe of his limbs 
when he . was doing ·good, faving· 
the lives of his fellow-creatures. 

The weather cleared up, and they 
returned home. · The children con­
verfed gaily with each other all the 
way home, talking of the ·poor failor., ~ 
and his faithful dog& ' 

· CH.AP. · IX. 

':the Inconveniences of -immvderate In-
dulgence. 

T H E children were allowed to 
help themfelves to fruit, when 

it made a , part of their meal ; and · 
'Caroline always took care, to pick out' 

E 2 thd 
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the beft, or f wallow what fhe took 
in- a hurry, lefr fhe fhould not get 
as much as !he wifhed for. Indeed 

./ fhe generally eat, more than her fhare. 
She had feveral times eaten more 
than a perfon ought to eat at one 
time, without feeling any ill effects ; 
but one afternoon fhe complained of 
a pain in her ftomach in confequence 
of it, and her pale face, and languid · 
eyes, plainly fhewed her indifpofition~ 

\ . 

Mr~. Mafon gave her, an emetic, 
and after the opera,tion fhe was 
obliged to go to bed, though {he 
had promifed herfelf a pleafant walk 

, that evenmg. · She was left alone, 

for Mary was not permitted to ftay 
at home with her, as £he offered to 

· do. Had her ficknefs been acci­
dental, we would both have tried to 
amufe her, faid Mrs. Mafon ; but her 

- greedinefs now receiving its natural 
and juft punifhment, fhe muft endure 
it without the allevia.ti.on which pity 

( affords ; only teli her from me, that 
l · the 
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the pleafore was but momentary, 

while the pain and confinement it 
produced, has already / lafi:ed -fome 

hours-. 
The r1ext inorning, though fcarcely 

recovered, fne got up, as uf ual, to 

h ave a walk before breakfaft. During . 

- thefe walks, l\1rs. i'4afon told thern 

ftories, pointed out the wifdom of 

. God in the creation, and _took them 

to viut her poor tenants. Thefe 

vi!its not only enabled her to form 

a judgment of their wants, but made 

them very indufrrious ; for they were · 

all anxious that ilie mjght find their 
houfes and_ perfons clean. And re­

turning through th~ farm-yard, Mrs. 

Mafon fi:opped according t,o cu.from., 
to fee whether the poor animals were 
taken care of-this i11e called earning 

her breakfaft. The fervant was jufi: 
fee<iing the _pigs, and though !he 

po,ured a great quantity into the 

t rough,.· the greedy creatures tried to 

gobble it up from one ,ano-ther. Ca-
E 3 reline 
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·roline b.lufhed, fhe faw this fight wag · 
mea-11t for her, and ihe felt aihamed 
of her gluttony. BtJt Mrs. Mafon;., 
willing to imprefs her frill more 
ftrongly, thus addreifed her. ' 

Providence, my child; has given 
us paffions and appetites for various 
purpofes-two are g;nerally obvious, 
I wrll point them eut to you. Firff 

, to render our prefent Jife more com­
fortable, and then to prepare -us for 
another, by making us, fociable be-­
ings ; as in fociety virtue is ac-
9 uirecr, 1and fe]f. denial practjfed. A 
moderate q,uantity of proper food 
recruits our exhaufred ipirits, and 
invigorates the anjmal functions; but; 
if we exceed moderatio1i, the min.d 
will be oppreffed, and foon become 
the £lave of the body, or both grow 
Jifilefs and inactive. Employed va­
rjous w;iys, families meet at meals, 
and there giving up to each other, 

learn in the moft eafy, pleafan~ way 
to govern their appetites.. Pigs, yqu 

\ ke 
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fee~ devour what they can get; but 

men, if they have any affections, love 

their fellow-creatures, and ·wiib for 

a .return; nor will they, for the fake 

of a brutiih _ gratification, lofe_ the­

efl;eem of thofe they value. Befides, 

no one can - be reckoned virtuous 

who has not learneci' to bear poverty:. 

yet thofe who think much of gra­

tifying their appetites, will at laft aft 

meanly in order .to indulge them .. 

But when any empl0yment of the 

underftanding. or {hong affection oc-· 

cupies the mi~d, eating -is feldom 

thought a matter of greater impor­

tance than it ought to- be. Let the­

idle 4think of their meals; but do 

you e01ploy the intermediate time 

in a different manner l and only (njoy 

them when you join the focial cir­

cle. I like to fee children, and even 

men, eat chearfully, and gratefully 

_ receiv.e the bleffings fent by Heaven; 

yet I would not have them abufe 

thofe bleffings, or ever kt the car.e 

. E 4 . neceuar,r 
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neceffary to fupport the body, injure · 
the immortal fpirit : oiany think of 
the fuftenance the former craves, and entirely neglect the latter. 

I remarked to you before, that 
in the moft apparently trivial con­
cerns, we are to do as we would, 
~e done by. This duty muft be 
practifed conftantly; at meals there _ 
are frequent opportunities, and I hope., 
Caroline, I ihall never again fee 
you eager to fecure dainties for 
yourfe]f. I(fuch a difpofition were 
to grow up with you, you ought to 
live alone, for no one ihould enjqy 
the advantages and pleafures which 
arife from facial intercourfe, who ii 
unwilling to give way to the incli­
nations of others, and allow each 
their fhare of the good things of this life . 

. You experienced yefterda y, that 
pain follows immoderate indu]gence; 
it · is always the caie, though fame­
times not felt fo immediately; but 

the 
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the conftitution is- infenfibly def.l:royed, 

and old~age will come on, loaded with 
infirmities. You alfo loft a ·:very 

pleafant walk, -and fome fine fruit. 

We vifited - Mrs. Goodwin's gar­

den, and as Mary had before con­

vinced me that ihe could regulate 

her appetites, I gave her leave to . 

pluck ~s much fruit as ihe wifhed ; 
and fhe did not abufe my indulgence. 

On the contrary, fhe fpent niofr part 

of the time in gathering fome for -

me, a!1d her attention made it tafte 

fweeter. 
Coming home I called her my 

friend, and ihe deferved the name, for 
ihe was no longer a child; a reafon.­

able affection had conquered an ap­

petite; her underftanding took the 

. lead, and ihe .had pratlifed a virtue. 

The fubject was now dropp,ed ; 

but, Caroline determined to ~opy in -
future her fifler's temperance and felf­
denial. · 

Es CHAP~ 
) 
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CH AP. X. 
I , 

The Danger of Delay-Difcription of 
a Manjion-houfe in Ruins--'Ibe 
Hiflory of Charles '.lownley. 

MRS. Mafon who always regu­
lated her own time, and • 

Flever loiter'ed her hours irrefolute1y 
a:way, had ve.ry frequently tb ·wait 
for the children, when . fh~ wifhed to 
walk, though fhe had defired them 
tio be ready at a precife time. Mary 
in particular had a trick of p1:1tting ' 
every thing off till the laft me>menr, 
and then fhe did but half do it, or 
left it undone. This indolent way 
of delaying made her mifs m~ny 
opportunities of obliging and' doing 
g ood; and whole hours were loft 
in thot1ghtlefs idlenefs, V{hich fhe 
afterwards wifhed had been better em­
ployed. 
,. This 



I 

[, 83. ]. , 

This was the cafe one day, wh~n 

the had a letter to write to her fa­

ther; and though it wa,s mentioned 

to her early in the morning, the 

findt part of the evening flipped away 

whilft {he was finifhing it; and her 

hafte made her forget the principal 

· thing which {he intended to have faid. 

Out of breath fue joined them ; 

and after they had croifed f everal 

fields, Mrs. Mafon turning down a 

long avenue, bade them look at a large 

old manfion-houfe. It was now ill' 

ruins. Ivy grew over the fobftantial 

walls, that ftill refitted the depre­

dations of time, and almoft concealed .,; 

a nobl~ arch, on which maimed lions 

couched ; and 'Vultures and eagles, 

who had lofr their -wings, feemed to 

reft for ever there. Near it was · a: 

rookery, and the rooks lived fafe in 

the high trees, whofe trunks were all / 

covered with ivy 0r mof-s, and a num­

ber of funguifes grew about their 

large roots. The grafs was long,. 

E 6- ___ an~ 
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and- remainjng undiflurbed, fave when 
the wind fwept acrofs -it, was of courfe . 
pathlefs. Here the mower never whet 
his fcythe, nor di,d the, haymakers mix 

•their fongs with the hoarfe croaking of 
the rooks. A, fpacious bafin, on the 
margin of which water plants grew 
with wild luxuriance, was overfpread 
with flime; and afforded a .!helter for 
toads and adders. In many places 

. were. heaped the ruins of ornamental 

.buildings, whilfl: fun-dials refted in 
the fhade ; - and pedeftals that had 
crufhed the figures they before fup­
ported. Making their way through 
the grafs, they would frequently ftum­
ble over a headlefs ftatue, or the head 
would i~ pede their p_rogrefs. Wpen 
they fpoke, the found feemed to return 
again, as if unable to penetrate the 
thick ftagnated air. The fon could 
not dart its purifying rays through the -
thick gl~om, and the fallen leaves 
contributed to choke up the way, 
_and render the air more noxious. 

I brought 

t• 
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I brought you to this place on pur .. 

pofe this evening, faid Mrs. Mafon to· 
the children, who clung about her, to 
tell you the hiftory of the laft inhabit­
ant; but, as this part is unwhoiefome, 
we will fit on the broken ftones -of 
the drawbridge. 

Charles Townley was a boy of un­
common abilities, and fl:rong feeling_s; 
but he ever permitted thofe fe.elings to 
direct his condu~, without fubmitting 
to the direction of reafon; I mean, the 
prefent emotion governed him.-He 
had not any ftrength or confiftency of 
charaB:er; one moment he enjoyed a 
pleafure, and the next felt the ·pangs of 
remorfe, on account of fome dufy 

. which he had neglected. He always 
indeed intended to act right in every 
particular to-morrow; but to-day he 
followed the prevailing whim. · 

He heard by chance o_f a man in 
great diftrefs, he determined to relieve 

· him, and left his houfe in order to fol­
low the humane impulfe; but meeting ,J 

an l 
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an acquaintance, he was perfuaded. tQ 

go to the play, and to-morrow, he· 

thought, he would do the ace of charity;.. 

The , next morning fame company 

came to breakfaft with him,· and took 

l1im with them to view fome fine pie­

turc:~s. In the evening~_he went to a: 

concert; the day following he was tir­

ed, and laid in bed till noon; then read 

a path~tic ftory, weH wrought up, 

wept over it..L-fell afleep.:._and forgot 

to aft humanely. -An1ccident remind­

ed him of his intention, he fent to the 

man,. and found that he had too long 

delayed-th€ relief was ufelefs. 

· In tnis thoughtlefg manner he fpent_ 

his time and fortune; never applying 

to any profeffion, .thougn forn1ed· to 

ibine rn any one he fhould have chofen. 

flis frien~s were offended, and at ]aft 

allowed him to larrguiih in a gaol ; and.· 

as there appeared no _probability of 

reforming or fixing him, they left him, 

to ftrnggle with adverfity .. 

l 
Severely 
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Severely did he reproach himfo.If­

He was almoft loft in def pair, when a. 
friend vifited him. Thi~ friend loved· the 
latent fparks of virtue which qe ima­
gined would fQJne time or-other light 
up, and animate his conduct He paicl 
his debts, and gave him a fu~ _of 
money fu.fficient to enab!e him to pre­
pare for a voyage to the Eaft Indies,. 
where Charles wiihed. co· go, to try­
to regain his loft fortune. Through 
the interceffion of this kind, conliderate 
friend, hi& relations were i;econciled to 
him, and his fpirits raifed. 

He failed with a fair wind, and for­
tune favouring his · mo~ romantic 
wi!hes, in the . fpace of fifteen years, he 
acquired a much larger fortune than he . 
had even hoped for, and thought of 
vifiting, nay, fettling in his native 
country for- the re~ainder o~ his life. 

Though impreffed by the moft live­
ly fenfe of gratitude, he had dropped 
his friend's correfpondence; yet, as he 
knew that he had a daughter, his firft 

determinatio.n / 
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determination was to referve for her the 

greater part of his property, as the moft 

Jubftantial proof which he -could give 
of his gratitude.-The thought pleafed 
him, ·and that waS-fufficient to divert 

him for fome months; but accidental­

ly hearing that his friend had been very 

unfuccefsful in trad~, this information 
made him wifh to haften his return to 
his -native country. -Stilla procraftinat­

ing fpirit poffeffed him, and he delay­

ed from time to time the arduous tafk 

of fettling . his affairs, previous to his 

departure: he wrote, however, to 

England, and tranfmitted a confider­

able furn to a correfporident, defiring 
that this houfe might be prepared for 
him, and the mortgage cleared. 

I can fcarcely enumerate the various 
a'el~ys that prevented his embarking; 
and when he arrived in England, he 
came here, and was fo childiihly eager 

to have his houfe fitted up with tafl:e, 
that he actually trifled away-a month, 
before he went to feek for his friend. 

\ -2 But 
I) 
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But his 11.egligence was now fevere..: 

iy punifhed. He learned ,that he had 
been reduced to great diftrefs, and 
thrown into the very gaol, Otlt of 
which he took Town"iey, who, haften­
ing to it, only found his dead body 
there; for he died the day before. On 
the table was lying, amidft fome other 
fcrap~ of paper, a letter, directed in an 
unfteady hand to Charles Townley. 
He tore it open. Few were the fcarce­
ly legible lines; but they fmote his 
heart. He read as follows : 

cc I have been reduced by unfore­
cc feen misfortunes ; yet when I heard 
cc of your arrival,. a gleam of joy 
" cheered my heart-I thought I knew 
" your's, and that my latter days 
cc might ftill have been made com­
cc fortable in your fociety, for I loved 
cc you ; I even expected pleafure ; but 
" I was miftaken' .i death is my only 
cc friend." 

He 
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He r~ad it over and over again;. 

and, cried out, Gracious God, had I. 
arrived but one day fooner I 1hould 
have feen him, and.he would. n·ot have 
died thinking me the inoft ungrateful. 
wret~h that ever burdened the earth !. 
He then knocked his clinched fift_ 

' againft his forehead, looked wildly· 
round the dreary apartment.)'. apd ex­
claimed in a choked" though impa­
tient tone, -You fat here y,efterday., 
thi11king of my ingratitude....:. Where 
are you now ! . 0 h ! that I had feen, 
y·ou !- Oh ! that my repenting fighs. 
could reach y<_>u !-

He ordered the body to be 111-
terred, and returned home a prey to 
grief and defpondency. ~ndulging it 
to excefs, he' negleB:ed to enquire after 
his friend's daughter; he intended to 
pro ide amply for her;, but now he · 

\ 

· G:ould only grieve. . . 
Some. time elapfed, then he fent,. 

and the intelligence which he procured 
aggra.-

f 
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aggravated. his- diftrefs, and. gave it a 
iever.e additional fting~-

The poor gentle girl had; during. 
her father's life, been engaged to a: 
worthy young man;. but, fome tirpe. 
after his death, the relations of her: 
lover had fent him to fea to prevent the 
match takiIJg place. She was help­
lefs, and had· not fufficient courage 
to combat with poverty; to efcape 
from it, fhe married an old rake whom, 
:fhe detefted. He was ill-humoured, . 

• and his vicious haoits rendered· him 
a moft dreadful companion. She tried 
in vain ·to pleafe him, and banifh the 
forrow that bent her down, and made: 
wealth and all the pleafures it ~ould 
procure taftelefs.. Her t:ender father 
w-as dead-ihe had loft her lover-
witho.ut a friend or confident, filent 
grief confumed her. I have .told you 
friendfhi p is only to be found amongft 
the virtuous ;. her hufband was v1-
c10U5 •. 

Ah I 
1 
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Ahl why did ihe marry, faid Mary? 
Becaufe ihe was- timid; - but I have 

riot told you all ; the grief that did not 
break her hrart, difturbed her reafon ; 
and her hufband confined ·her in a mad­
houfe. 

Charles heard of this faft circum-­
ftance; he viiited her. Fanny, faid 
he, do you recollect your old friend ? 
Fanny looked at him, and reafon for a 
mom nt refumed her feat, and in­
formed her countenance to trace an­
gui!h on it-the trembling light foon 
difapp ar d-wild fancy fluihed in her 

' , and anim~ted her inceffant rant. 
Sh fung fi v ral verfes of different 
1( ng , talk d of her hufband's ill­
ufi o- - nquir d if he had lately been 
t fr. . nd fr qu ntly addre!fed her 
futh r . if h er b hind her chair, 

or fittin~ b h r. 
h rl ould not b ar this fcene-

1 f I oul lofi like her a fenfe of woe, 

h ri dJ thi intolerabl anguifh would 
not 
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not tear my heart ! The fort1_.me which 

he had intended for her could not re-

. ftore her reafon ; but, had he fent for 
her foon after her father's death, he 

might have faved h~r and c<;>mforted 

himfelf. 
The laft {hoke was worfe than the 

firft.; he retired to this abode;- melan­

choly creeping on him, he let his beard. 

grow, and the garden run wild. One 

room in the houfe the poor lunatic 

inhabited; and he had a proper perfon 

to attend her, and guard her from the 

dangers ilie wifhed to encounter~ 

Every day he vifited her, the fight of 
her would almoft have unhinged a 

(ound mind-How could he bear it, , 
when his confcieace reproached him r 

and whifpered that he had neglected 

to do good, to live to any rationai 

purpofe-The f wee ts of friendfhi p were 

denied, and he every day contemplated 

the faddeft of all fights-the wreck of 

a human underftanding. 
He 
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He died without a will. The eftate 

_ was'litigated, and as the title to this 
part ·could not ·be proved, the houfe 
vas'let fall into its prefez1t•ftate. 

But the night will overtake us, we 
muft make hafte home-Give me your 
11and, Mary, you tremble; furely I 

,. ·ne~d not defire you to remember this 
•fto1~y-Be -calm, my child, and · re-

, memoer that you muft attend to trifles.; 
do all the· goo@ you can the prefent 
.day, nay hour, if you would -keep your 
confcience_-dear. This circ~mfpection • 
may not produce dazzling actions,, nor 
-will your filent virtue be fupported _by 
.human applaufe; but your Father, 
who feeth in focret, will reward you. 

CHAPo 
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C HA •_P. XI. 

Drejs. - A._ Charafter. - Remarks on 
Mrs. 'I'rueman'.r Manner of drej/ing. 

· ':rrijling Omijfions _under!17'ine Ajfeftion. 

MAR Y's procra~inating temper 
produced many other ill confe­

quences _; fue would lie in bed ~ill the 
laft moment, and then -appear without . 
wafhing her face or cl~anipg her teeth. 
Mrs. Mafon had often obferved it, 
and hinted her diflike; but, unwilling 
to burden her with precepts, fhe waited 
for a glaring example. One was foon 
accidentally ..thrown in her way, and 
fhe determined that i~ fhould not 
pafs unobferv:ed. 

A lady, viho was remarkable for her 
negligence in this ref peel:] fpent a week 
with them; and, during that time,. 
very frequently difcoricerted the reco­
nomy of the family. She was feldom 

fit j 

• r 
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Rt to be feen, and if any company 

came by chance to di_nner, ihe would 

make them wait till it was quite 

-cold, whiHl ihe huddled on fome ill­

chofen finery. In the fame ftyle, if 

a little party of pleafo~e was pro­

pofed, ihe had to drefs herfelf, and 

the hurry difcompofed hfr, and tired · 

thofe, who .did not like to lofe time 

.in anticipating a trifling amufement. 

· A few hours after ihe had left 

them, Mrs. l\.fafon enquire~ of Mary, 

what efFecl:' this week's experience -

had had on her mind ? You are fond 

of ridicule, child,- but feltj.om in the 

right place; real caufe for it you let 

flip, and -heed not the Glent reproof 

that points at your own faults : do 

not miftake me, I wou1d ~not have 

you lat,1gh at-yet I wiih you to feel, 

what is ridiculous, and learn to dif­

tinguiih folly. Mrs . Dowdy's neglig­

ence arifes from indolence ; her mind is 

not employed about matters of im-

_portance i and, if it were, it would not 
b 
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be a fufficient excufe-for her habitual-
_ ly neglec;t ing a1! effential part of a rnan~s · 
as well as a: woman's duty. I faid . 
habitually; grief will often make thole 
carelefs, who, at other times, pay a 

· proper attention to their perfon; and 
this neglect is _a fore indication that the 
canker-worm is at work; and w~ -
ought to pity, rather than blame the 
unfortunate. Indeed when painful ac­
tivity of mind occafions this matten ... 
tion, it will not laft 101:g ; the foul 
ftruggles to free itfelf, and return to 
its uiual tone and old habits. The lady 
we have been [peaking of, ever ap­
pears a Doven, though fhe is fome­
times a difgufting figure, and, at 
others, a very taudry flirt. 

I continually cautiQn Caroline not 
to fpend much time i_!l adorning her 
perfon; but I never defired you to 
neglect yours. vVifdom confifts in 
avoiding extremes-immoderate fond-

. nefs for drefs, I term vanity; but a 
proper attention to a void fingulari ty 

F does ~ 

.-
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does not d"eferve that name. Never 
wafte much time about trifles; but the 
time that is nece.(fary, employ pro­

perly. ~xercife your .underflanc;ling, . 
tafte flows from it? and will in a mo­
ment direct you, if you· are not too 
fo]icitous to conform to the changing 
fafhions; and l~iter away in laborious 
idlenefs the precious moments when 
the imagination - is moft lively, and 
fhould be allO\ved to fix virtuous af- ~ 
fections in the tender youthful heart. 

Of all the·women whom I have ever 
., inet ·with, Mrs. True man fee ms the 

fr~e~ from vanity, and thofe frivolous 
views which degrade the female cha­
racter. Her virtues claim refpect, 
and the practice of them engroifes her 

... 

. thoughts; yet her clothes are appa­
rently wdl chofen, and you always fee 
her in the fame attire. Not like many 
women who _are eager to fet off their 
perfons to the beft advantage, when 
they are only going to take a ~alk, and 
are carelefs, nay flovenly, when forced 

to 
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to·ftay" at home. Mrs. Trueman's eon~ 
duct is"juftthe reverfe> fhe tries to avoid 
fingu1'1;rity, for fuy does not wifh to dif ... 
g~ft the generality; hut it is her family, 
her friends> whom fue ftudies to pleafe. 

In drefs it is not little minute things, 
but the whole that fhould be attended 
to, and that every day; and th_is atten­
tion gives an eafe to the perfon becaufe 
the clothes appe.ar unftudily graceful. 
Never, continued Mrs. Mafon, defire 
to excel in trifl~s, if you do-there is an 
end to virtuous emulation, the miJ:id 
cannot attend to both; for when the 
main purfuit 1S trivial, the character will 
~f courfe qecome infignificant. Ha­
bitual nea.tnefs is laudable; but, if you 
wifh to be reckoned a well, an elegantly­
dreffed girl; · and feel that praiie on­
.1ccount of it gives you pleafure, you 
are vain; and a laudable ambition can­
not d·well with vanity. 

Servants, and thofe women w hofe 
minds have had a very limited range, 
place all their happinefs in ornaments,, 

) . F 2 an~ 
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and frequently negleB: the only effential 
part in drefs;-neatnefs. 

I have not tl1e leaft objection to 
y:our dreffing according to· your age ; 
I rather encourage it, by allowing you 
to wear the gayeft colours; yet I infift 
on fome degree of uniformity :_ and 
think you treat me difrefpectfully 
when you appear before me, and 
T1ave· forgotten to do, what fhould ' 
never be neglected, and what you 
could have done in lefs than a quarter 
of an hour. 

I always drefs myfelf before break­
faft, and expect you to follow my ex­
ample, if there is not a fuffi.cient, and 
~bvious excufe. You, Mary, miffed 
a pleafant air~ng yefterda.y ; for if you 
had n'ot forgotten the refpect which _is 

due to me, and hurried down to break­
faft in a fiovenly manner, I ibould 
have taken you out with me; but I 
did not choofe to wait till you were 
ready; as your not being fo was en-

- l tirely your own fault. 
Fathers, 
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Father-s, and men in genera], com­
plain of this inattention; they have al­
ways to wait for females." Learn to 
avoid this fault, however inugni.ti.cant 
it may appear in your eyes, for th.at 
habit cannot be of little confeq11en~e 
that fometimes weakens efteem. \7Y hen 
we frequently make allowance for . 
another in trifling matters, notions of 
inferiority take root in the mind, . and 
too ·often produce contempt. Refpect 
for the underftanding muft be the bafis . 

-of conilancy ; the tendernefs which 
flows from pity is liable to perifh iri­
fenfibly, to confume itfelf-eyen the 
virtues of the heart, when -they-degemt­
rate into weakn fs, fink a character in 

.our eftimation. Beud~s, a kind cf 
grofs. familiarity, takes place of decent 
aflecl:ion; and the refpea which alone 
can render domeftic intimacy a la~ing 
comfort 1s loft before we are aware 
of it. 

CHAP. 
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CH AP. XII. · 

Behaviour to Servants.-(['rue Dignity of 
Char after. 

T HE children not corning down 
to breakfaft one morning at the 

·ufual time, Mrs. Mafon went herfelf 

_ to enquir'e the reafon; and as fbe en­
. tered the apartment, heard Mary fay 
to the maid who affifl:ed her, I wonder 
at your impertinence, to talk thus to 

me-do you know who you are fpeak­
ing to ?-fhe was ·going on; but Mr;. 
Mafon interrupted her, and anfwered 

,, the queftion--to a little girl, who is 

only affifted becaufe fhe is weak. 
Mary ihrunk back aba!hed, and Mrs. 
Maf9n continued, .as you have treated 
Betty, who is ten years older than 
yourfelf, improperly, you mufl: now 
do every thing for yourfelf; . and, as 
you will be fome time about it, 
Caroline and I will eat ot1r breakfaft, 

and 
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and vifit Mrs. Trueman. By the 

time we return, you may perhaps ~ave 

recolletted that children are inferior to 

fervants-who act from the dictates 

of reafon~ anq whofe underftandings · 

are arrived at fome degree of maturity, 

while children muft be gov~rned and., 

directed till their's gains ftrength to . 

work by itielf: _ for it is the proper 

exercife of our reafon that makes us in . 
any degree in_dependent. 

When Mrs; Mafon returned, ihe 

rpildly addreffed Mary: - I have oftery. 

told you that every difpenfation of 

Providence tended to our improve­

ment, if we do not perverfely act con"." 

trary to our intereft. One being is 
made dependent on another, that love 

and fo~bearance may foften the human 

heart, and that linked together by 

neceffity, and the exercife of the facial 

affections, the whole family on earth 

might have a fellow feeling .for each 

-Other. By thefe means we improve 

FA one 
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one another; but there is no _real in­
feriority. 

y OU nave read the fable of the 
he.ad _ fuppofing itfelf foperior to the 
reft of the members., thotigh all are 
equal1y neceffary to the fupport' oflife. 
If I behave improperly to fervants., I 
am really their inferior, · as I abufe a 
truft, and imitate not the Bein& 
whofe fervant I am, without a fhadow 
o( equality. Children are helplefs. I 
·order my fer van ts to wait on you_., be­
caufe you are fo; but I have not as 
much refpect for you as for them; 
you may poffibly bec<;>me a virtuous 
_character.-Many· of my fervants are 
teally fo already; they have done their 
duty., filled an humble ftation, as they 
ought to fill it, confcientiouOy. And 
do you dare to defpife thofe whom , 
your ~reator approves? 

Before the greateft earthly being_s I 
fhould not be awed, they are my fel­
low frrvants ; and, though fuperior in 
_rank, which, like perfonal beauty3 

only 
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only dazzles the vulgar; yet I maY' 

poffefs more knowledge and, virtue. 

The fame feeling actuates me when I 

am in company with the poor; we are 

creatures of the fame nature, an:d· I 
may be their inferiour in thofe graces 

which ihould ~dorn my foul, and ren­
der me truly great. 

How · often · muff I rep.eat to you,' 

that a child is inferiour to a man ; be-

ca ufe reafon is in its infancy, and it is · 

reafon which exalts a man above ·a · · 

. bru_te; and the cultivation of it raifes 

the wife man above the ·ignorant; for · 

wifdom . is_ only anoth,er · name for 
:virtue. 

This morning, when I entered your 

apartment, I hearJ you infult a wor­

thy fervant. You· had jufl: faid your 

prayers ; but they muft have been 

only the gabble of the tongue ; your 

heart was not engaged in the facred 

employment, 01_. you could not fo foon 

have forgotten that you were a weak, 1.. 

dependent being, and that you were 

F 5 to I) 
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to receive mercy and kindnefs only on 
the condition of your praclifing the 

' fame ... 

I advife you to afk Betty to pardon 
your ioopertinence; till you do fo, fhe 
fhall not affift you ; you would find 
yourfelf very helplefs without the af­
.fiftance of men and women-unable to 
cook your mea_t, bake your bread., 
wafh your clothes, or e~en put them 
on-fuch a helplefs creature is a child 
-I know what _you are, . you per- · 
ceive. 

Mary fo mitted-and in future after 
fue faid her prayers, remembered that 
Jhe was to endeavour to curb her tem­
per. 

CHA ·P .. 



CH A·P.' XIII. 

Employment- Idlenejs . produces Mi­

Jery-'lhe Cultivation of the Fancy 

,raifes us above the Vulgar; . ex­

tends our Happine/s, and leads to 

firtue. • 

0
. NE aftet:~~on, Mrs~ Mafon ·gave 

the children leave to amufe 

themfelves ; but a kind of liftleffnefs 

hung over them, and at a lofs what to 

do, they feemed fatigued with doing 

nothing. They eat cakes though they" 

had juft dined, and did many foolifh 

things merely becaufe they were idle. 

Their friend feeing that they were ir­

refolute, and could not fix on any em-· 

· ployment, requefted Caroline to affift 

her· to make fome clothes, that 'a · 

poor woman was in want of, and 

- while we are at work, fhe added,~ 

Mary will read us an entertaining tale; 

which I will point ou~. · 
F 6 · The 

-.....· 
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The tale interefred the children, 
who chearfully attended, and after it 
was finifhed1 - Mrs. Mafon told them, 
that as ihe had fome letters to write, fhe 
could not take-her accuftomed waik; 
but that <he would allow them to re­
prefent her~ and acl for once like wo­
men. They received their commiffion, 
it-was to take the clothes to the poor 
woman, whom they were intended 
for; learn h~r prefent wants ; exercife 
their own judgment with refpeB: to the 
immediate relief Jhe flood in need of, 
and act accordingly. 

They returned home delighted, 
eager to tell what they had done, and 
-how thankful, and happy they had left 
the poor woman. 

Obfervenow, faid.Mrs. Mafon, the 
advantages arifing from employment; 

·three hours ago, you were uncomfort­
ibl~: with · ut beingfenfibleof the caufe, 
.and knew not what to do with your­
felves. Niiy, you aB:ually committed a 
fin; for you devoured cakes with out feel-

2 mg 
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ing hunger, merely to kill time, whilft 
many poor people have not the me~ns 
offatisfyingtheir natural wants. Wh-en 
I defired you to read to me you wer.e 
amufed; and i.:iow you have been ufe­
ful. you are delighted. Recollect this 
in future when you are .at a lofs what 
to do with yourfelves-and remember 
that idienefs muftalways be intolerable, 
becaufe it is only an irk.fame c-onfciouf­
nefs of exiftence. 

_Every gift of Heaven is lent to us 
for our improvement; fancy is one of 
the firft of the inferiour ones; in cul­
tivating it, we acquire what is called· 
tafte, or a reli(h for particular em ploy­
ments, which -: occupy our leifure 
hours, and raife us above the vulgar 
in qur converfation. Thofe who have 
not any tafte talk always of their own 
affairs or · of their neighbours; every 
trivial matter that occurs within their 
knowledge--they canvafs and conjecture 
about-not fo much out ofilL-nature as 
idlenefs: juft as you. eat the cakes with-

out 
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du~ the impulfe of hunger. In the · 

fame fty le people talk of e.ating and 

drefs, and long f~ their meals merely 

to divide the day, becaufe the int_er­

rnediate time is not employed in a 

more interefting manner. Every new 

branch of tafte . that we cultivate, af-

, fords us a refuge from idlenefs, a for- . 

trefs in which we may refift the af­

faults of vice; and · the more noble 

our employments, the more exalted 

will our minds pecome . 

. Mufic, drawing, works of ufeful­

nefs and fancy, ~11 amufe and refine 

the mind, .fharpen the ingenuity ; 

and form, infenfibly, the dawning 

judgment.-A.s the judgment gains 

ftrength, fo do the paffions alfo; 

we have aB:ions to weigh, and need that 

tafte .in conduB:, that delicate fenfe of 

propriety, which gives grace to virtu~. 

The higheft branch of folitary amufe­

ment is reading; but even· in the choice 

of bo.oks the fancy is firft employed ; 

for in reading, the heart is touched, till 
· its' 
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its feelings are examined by the un­
derftandi ng, and the ripenings of_reafon 
regulate the imagi:11ation. This is the 
work of years, and the moft important. 
of all emplqyrnents. vV hen life ad­
vances, if the heart has been capable 
of re~eiving early impreffions, and the 
head of reafoning and ret~ining the 
conclufions hich were drawn from 
them; we have acquireq a ftock of 
kn9wledge, a gold n:iine which we 

- can occafionally recur to, indepen• 
dent of outward circumftances. 

The fupreme Being has every thing 
in himfelf; we proceed from Him, and 
our knowledge and affections mufl: 
return to Him for •employment fuited 
to them. And thofe who moft re-

'-- femble Him ought, next to Him, to 
be the objects of our love ; and the 
beings w horn we fhou ld try to af­
fociate with, that we may receive 
an inferiour degree of fatisfaction. from 
tl).eir fociety. - But be affured our 
chief comfort muft ever arife from 

: the ) 

l 
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the rnind,s revie!Ying its own ope­
rations-and the whifpers of an ap- . 

proving confcience, to convince us t11at 

I-if e has not flipped away unemployeq.. 

CH AP. XIV. 

-

Innocent Amujements. -Dejcription of 

a Weljh Cajtle.-Hijlory of a W.eljh­
Harper.-A tyrannical Landlord.­
Family Pride. 

A'S it was now harveft time, the -

, new fcene, and the fine weather ... 

delighted the children, who ran con­

tinually out to view the reapers. In­

deed every thing feemed to wear a 

face of feftivity, and the ripe · corn 

bent under its own weight, or, more 

erect, {hewed the laughing appeara,!lce 

of plenty. 
Mrs. Mafon always allowing the 

gleaners to have a fufficient quantity, 
a great 

__ ..,,.. 
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a great number of poor came tQ 
gather a little harveft; and !he was 
pieafed to fee the feeble hands _ of 
childhood and age, collecting the feat- _ 
tered ears. 

Honeft--J ack came with his family ; 
.and_ when the labours of the day 
were over, would play on a fiddle, 
that frequently had but three ftrings. 
But it ferved to fet the feet in mo­
tion, and the lads and laifes dancing 
on the green fod; fuffered' every care 
to fieep. 

· An old WeHh harper _ generally ~ 
came to the houfe about this time 
of the y~r, and ftaid a month or 
more ; for Mrs. Mafon was particu.:. 
larly fond of this inftrument, and- in­
terefted in the fate of the player ; 
as is almoft always the cafe, when we 
have refcued a perfon out of any 
diftrefs. 

She informed the children, that 
once travelling through Wales, her 
carriage was overturned near th,e ruins ) 

of 
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of an old caftle. And as fue had cf­
caped unhurt, fhe determined to wander 

amongft them, whilft the driver took 
care. of his• horfes, and her fervant 
·haftened to the neighbouring village 
for affiftance. 

It was almoft dark, and the lights be­
gan to twinkle in the· fcattered cottages. 
The fcene pleafed me, continued Mrs. 
Mafon, I thought of the various cu{toms 
which the lapfe of time unfolds; and 
dwelt on the ftate of the W elfh, when 

this caftle, now fo defolate, was the 
' hofpitable abode of the chief of a noble 

family. Thefe reflections entirely en­
groffed my mind, when the _found 
of a harp reached my ears. Never 
was any thing more opportune, th~ 
national mufic feemed to give reality to 

the pictures whiLh my imagination had 
been drawing. I liftened awhile, and 
then trying to trace the pleafing found, 
difcovered, after a fhort fearch, a 
little hut, rude1y built. The walls of 

an old tower fupported part of th~ 
· thatch, 

I • 
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thatch, which fcarcely kept out the 
rain, a11d the two other fides were 
ftones cemented, _or rather- plaiftered 
together, by mud and clay. ' 

I entered, and behe]d an old- man, 
1 

fitting by a few loofe flicks, which· 
blazed on the hearth ; and a young 
woman, with one child at her breafr, 
fucking, and another on her knee .: 
near them ftood a cow and her calf. 
The man had been playing prt die 
harp, he rofe when he faw me, and -
offered his chair, the only one in the 
room, and fat down on a large cheft in . 
the ·chimney-corner. When the door 
was fhut, all the light that w:as admit­
ted cam~ through th~, hole, called a 
chimney, and did not much enliven the 
dwelling. I mentioned my accident 
to account for my intrufion, and re­
quefted the harper again to . touch 
the inftrument that had attracted 
me. A partition of twigs and dried 
leaves divided this apartment from 
another, in which I perceived a light; 

I e1a_quired 
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I enquired about it, and the woman., 

in an artlefs manner, informed me, 

that fhe had let it to a young gentle-

- woman lately mar tied, who was related 

- to a very good family, and would not 

lodge any where, or with any body. 
This intelligence made me fmile, to 

think that family pride fuould be a 

f olace in fuch extreme poverty. 

· I fat there fame time, and then 

the harper accompanied me to fee 
whether the carriage was repaired; I 

found it waiting for. me; and as the 

inn I was to fleep at was only about two 

miles further, the hat-per offered to 

come and p1ayto me whilft I-was eating 
my fupper. This wa!r juft what I 

wi.fhed for, his appearance had roufed 

f!lY compaffion as well as, my curiofity, 

-and I took him and his harp in the 
· chaife. 

After fupper he informed , me, that 
.he had on~e a very good farm; -but 
he had been fo unfortunate as to dif­
pleafe tne juftice, who never forgave 

him~ 

ca 



[ 117 ] -

him, nor re[led till he had ruined him. 
This tyrant always expected his - te-. 
nants to affift him to bring in his har­
veft before they had got in their own. 
The poor harper was on~ce in the midft 
of his, when an order was fent to him 
to bring his carts and fervants, the 
next day, to the fields of this petty 
king. He fooliilily refufed ; and this 

.refufal was the foundation of that fet­
tled ,hatred which produced fuch fatal 
confequences. Ah., Madam, faid the 
fuftere_r, your heart would acbe,_ if 
you heard of all his cruelties to me, · 
and the reft of his poor tenants. He 
employs many labourers, and will not 
give them as much ~ages as they could 
get from the common farmers, yet 
they dare not go any-where elfe to 
work when he fends for them. The 
fi{h that they catch they muft bring 
firft to him, or they would not be al­
lowed to walk over his grounds . to 
catch them; and he will give juft · 

what 
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what he pleafes for the moft valuable 

part of their pannier. 

~ut there would be no end to my ftory 

were I to tell you of all his oppreffions. 

I was obliged to leave my farm ; and 

my daughter, whom you faw this even­

ing, ' having rn·arried an induftrious 

young man, I came to live with them. 

When,-wot1ld you believe it ? thi~ 

fame man threw my fon into jail, 

on account of his killing a hare, which . 

all the country folks do when they can 

catch them ·in their grounds. We 

were again in great diftrefs, and my 

daughter and I built the hut you faw 

in the wafte, thanhe poor babes rni~ht 

hav:e a fhelter. I maintain them by 

playing on th~ harp,-the mafter of 

this inn allows me to . play to the gen­

try who travel this way; fo that I pick 

up a few pence, juft enough to keep 

life and foul together, and tb enable 

me to fend a little bread to my poor 

fon John Thomas. 
He then began one of the moft difmal 

of his W eHh ditties, and, in the midft 
of 
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of it cried out, he is an upftart, a 
mere mufhroom !-His grandfather . 
was cow-boy to mine !-So I t9ld him 
once, and he never forgot it.- · 

The old man then informed me that 
the caftle in which he now was fuelter. 

· ed formerly belonged to liis family­
. fuch are the changes and. chances of 
this mortal life--faid he, and haftily 
il:ruck up a lively tune.-

While he was 1'.l:riking the ftrings, I 
thought too of the changes 1n lifi~ which 
an age had produced. ' The defcen~ 
dant of thofe ·who ha<l made the hall 
ring with fociar mfrth now mourned 
in its ruins, and hung his harp on the 
mouldering battlements. Such is the 
fate of buildings and of families ! 

After I had d · f miffed my gueft, I 
fent for the landlord, to make fome 
fa;ther enquiries; and found that 1 had .. 
not been deceived; I the,:i determined 
to affift him, and thought my accident 
providential. I knew a_ man of confe­
quence in the neighbourhood, I vifited 

4 him, 

I· 
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. him, and exerted rnyfelf to procure the 

enlargement of che young man. 1 fuc­

ceeded ; an.cl not only reftored him to 
his family; but pre;ailed on my friend 

to let him rent a finall farm on his 

eftate, and I gave him money to buy 

frock for it, and the implements of huf-

bandry ~ 
· The old ha~per,s gratitude was un-

bounded; the fummer after he walked 

to vifit me; and ~ver fince he has con­

trived to come every year to enliven 

our harveft-home.-This evening it is 

to be celebrated. 
The evening came; the joyous party 

footed it away merrily, and the found 

of their ihoes was heard on the barn­

floor. It was · not the light fantaftic 

toe, that fafi1ion taught to move, but 

ho1:1eft heart-felt mirth, and the l~ud 

laugh, if it- fpoke · the vaqpt head, 

faid audibly that the heart was_ guile­

lefs. 
Mrs. Mafon always gave them fame 

trifling prefents at this time, to render 
the 
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the approach of winter m~re com .. 
fortable. To the men, ihe generally , 
prefented warm clothing, and to. the 
women flax and worfted for knitting 
and fp1nning; and thofe .who. were the 
moft induftrious receivecl a · reward 
when the new year comrrienced. The ~ 
ehildren had books given to them, and~ 
little· ornaments.-All were anxious 
for the dar-; and received their old 
acquaintance, the harper, with the 
moft cordial finiles. • 

CH AP. xv. 
, 

· Prayer.-A Moon-ligbt Scene.­
Refignaiion. 

HE harper would frequently fit 
under a large elm, a few paces 

from the houfe, and play {ome· of the 
moft plaintive W elfh tunes. W-hile 
the people were eating their fupper, 
Mrs. Mafon clefired him to play her 
fome favourite airs; and fhe and the 

G children 
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children walked round the tree under 
which he far; on the ftump of another. 
• The moon rofe in ' cloudlefs ~ ma­

je_fry, ancha number of ftars twinkled 
·near h.er. The foftened landfcape in-

. fpired tranquilli.ty! while the fir.a.in of 
ruftic melody gave a pleafing melan­
choly tf) the whole-and made the 
tear ftart, whofe fource could fcarcely 
be traced . . The pleafore the fight of 
harmlefs mirth gave · rife to in Mrs., 
Mafon's bofom., _roufed ·every tender­
feeling-fet in motion her fpirits.-She 
laughe~ \,\ i~h the poor wh~m lhe had 
made happy., and wept when fhe recol-­
lecl:ed hero wn farrows; the illufions of 
youth~the gay expectations that' had 
forme'rly clipped the ·wings of time.­
She turned to the girls-I have been very 
unfortunate~ my young friends ; but my 
griefs are now of a placid kind. Heavy 
misfortunes have obfcured the fun I 
gazed at when firft I entered life-,-

. early attachm_ents have been broken....- ~ 
the death of friends I loved has fo 

, clouded 
(, 
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- clouded° my days; that neither the 

beams of prof perity, nor even thofe 
of benevolence, can cliffipate the 
gloom; but I am not loft in a thick 
fog.-M y ftate of mind rather re­
ffmbles the fcene before you, it is · 
quiet-I am weaned from the w·orld,­
but not difgufi:ed-for I can mu qo 

I good-and in futurity a fun will rife to 
cheer my· heart.-Beyond the night of 
death, I hail the _dawn of an ;ternal 
day ·! I mention my fiate of mind 
.to you, that I may t-ell you what fop:. 
ports me. 

The feftivity within, and the placi­
dity without, led my thoughts natu­
rally to the fource from whence my 
comfort fprings-to the Great Be­
ftower of every ble.ffing. Prayer, my , 
children, is -the rleareft .pri-v-i-lege ·of 
man, . and tfhe fopport of a feeling 
heart. Mine has too 0fte.p. beeri 
wounded by ingratitude ; my fellow­
~reatures, whom I have fondly loved, 

. have neglected me-I have heard their· 
G l laft 
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~aft figh, and thrown . my eyes round 
an empty world; but then more 
particularly feeling the prefeqce of my 
Creator, I poured out my foul before 

· Him-and _;was " no longer alone !-. I 
now · daily contemplate flis wonderful 

,, goodnefs .; and, though - at an awful 
diftanc~, try to _imitate Him. This 

' view of things is a fpur to activity,_ · 
and a qoJ1f §>la.tion in difappointment. 

Ther~ is, ii;i fact a. conftant inter­
courfe k~pt up with the_ Creator, when 

· we learn to ,.confider Him, as tlie 
fountain of truth, which our un.derftand­
ipg . natyr;al!y , t~lrih after. But His 
good~ef~ brings }ii'il) fi:i]l more on a 
level with out r99Unded capacities-for 

, 1• we tra.ceit in e~ery work of.mercy, ·and 
'; .\ feel, in forr.0w partrc-ular.ly, His fatherly 

·care. J;. very bleffing i_s · doubled w~en 
' -we fuppofe it co,m~s fro.m Him, and 

afflictions almoft l91e their name when 
.we believe .they are fent to correct, 
not crufu us.-Whilft we are alive • 

to 
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. to gratitude and admir~tion, we mufr 

adore God. 
The human foil is fo framed, that 

goodnefs and truth muft fill it with in­

effable pleafure, .and the nearer it ap­

proaches to perfettion, the more ear- ,,. 

neftly will it purfue thofe virtues, dif­

cerning more clearly their beauty. 

The Supreme Being dwells in the 

univerfe. He is as effentially prefent 

tp the wicked as to the . good ;- but 

the latter delight in His prefence, 

and try to pleafe Him,. whilft the 

former fhrink from a Judge, who 

is of too -pure a nature < to behold 

iniquity.-The· wicked wilh for the 

rocks to cover them:, mountains, or the 
angry fea, which we the other day fur­

veyed, to hide them from the prefence 

of that Being-in whofe prefence only 

they could · find joy. You feel etn©­

tioqs that incite you to do good ; 

and painful ones difturb ·you, 'Yhe..n 

you have refifted the faithful internal 

monitor. The wifer, and the . better -

G J · _ you 
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you grow, the more vifible, if I may 

• 1.1fe the expreffion, will God become­
F or wififom confifts in fearching Him 
out-· and goodnefs in endeavouring 
.to copy his attributes. 

·To attain' any thing great, a. model 
mnfl:: be held up to exercife our under­
ftanding, and engage our affections.,, 
A view of the difinterefted goodnefs 
of God·is_ therefore calculated to touch 
11S more than can be ' conceived by 
a depraved mind. · When the love 
of God is Ihed abroad in our hearts ; 
true courage will anitl)ate our conduct-, 
for nothing can hurt thofe who truft in 
}dim. · If the defire of aEting right 
is 'ever. prefent with us, if admiration 
of gogdnefs fills our fouls; we may be 
faid to pray conftantly. And if we 
try to do ju~ce to all our fellow­
creatures,· and even to the brute crea-

. tion ; and a{lift them as far as we 
eap, we prove whofe favants we are., 
and whofe laws we tranfcribe in our 
lives/ 

Never 
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~ ·N e er be v,ery an:,iious; ,vhen you 
pray, what words t_o ufe ; regulate your 
thoughts; andrecolleB:thatvirtue calms 

the paffions, gives clearnefs to. t.h~ lll.1-

derftanding, a~d opeqs it to pl~f urts 

that' the thoughtlefs · and vfcious have 

not a glimpfe of. Y qu muft, believe -

, me, be acquainted with God to find 

_ peace, to rife fuperior _to worldly temp­

tations. Habitual devotio ·is :of the 

utmoft ~onfequence to',o;r l~appinefs, 
as what ofteneft 9c~upies the thoughts 
wi!l influence our actions. But, _ob­
ferve what I fay,-that devotion .is 

mockery and felfiibnefs, .whi~h, does 

pot improv~ our moral cl_iara~e,r. ' I. 

( . M<::n, of ~ld, _prayed . to the 4,evi4 
facrificed their children to him ; an_d 
committed every kind of barbarity 

and impurity. Bu.twe who ferve a long­
fufrering God !hould pity the weak­
J]efs of our fellow-creatures; we mufr 
not beg for mercy and. not Ihew it; 

-we muft not acknowl€dge that we 

have offended, without tryinO'. fo avoid 
G 4 . doing 
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doing f o in future. We are to deal 
with our fellow-creatures as we expect 
to be dealt with. This is pracl:iGal 
prayer !-Thofe who pracl:ife it feel · 

· frequently fublime pl~afures, a~d lively 
hop.es animat~ the~ · in this vale ·of 
~ears; that feem a foretafte of the fe­
licity they will enjoy, when the under­
..ftanding is more enlightened, a~d the 
affections properly regulated. ' 

To-morrow I will take you to vifit 
the fchoo-1-miftrefs o( the village~ and 
relate her ·ftory, to enforce what I 
.have been faying. 

Now you may go and dance one or 
-two dances; and I will join · yoti afre~ 
i have taken a wa11t, which I wifh t0 

.... e1~oy alone. 



CH AP. XVI. 

CJ'he Benefits arifing from Devotion.­

CJ'be Hiftory of the Village School­

. miflrejs.-Fqtal Ejfetls of Inattention 

to · Expences, in th'e Hiftory of Mr. 

Lofty. 

rJT' HE next morning Mrs. Mafon: 

· ~J; · defir~~ the children to get their 

work, and draw near the tabk ~ hilft _ 

fhe related the prom if eel hiil:ory ; and 

in the afternoon, if the weather · be 

. fine, they were to vifit the ✓village 

fchool-miftrefs. 
Her father, the honourable Mr. 

· Lofty, was the youngeft fon of a 

noble family; his education had been. 

Ube ral, though his fortune was f malt 

His relations, however, feeme •ae~ 
termined to pufh him forward in life, 

before he difobliged them by marrying 
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the diughter of a country clergyman, 
an. accomplifhed, fenfible woman. 

Some time after the birth of hi$ 
daughter Anna, his elder brother, the 
Earl of Caermarthen, was reconciled 
to him; but this reconciliation onJy 
led him into expences, which his li­
mited fortune could not bear. Mr. 
Lofty bad a high , fenfe . of honour,, 
and rather a profufe turn ; he ·was,. 
befide1 a very humane man, and gave 
away much more than he cou-ld affond 
to give,. when his compaffion was ex­
cited. He never did a mean aEtion i 
but. fometimes an oftentatious pride 
tarni:lhed the luftre of very fplendid 
ones, · made them appear to judiciouS: 
eyes, more lik~ tinfel, than gold. I 
will account for it. His firft impulfe 
arofe from frnfibility, and the fecond 
from an immoderate -defire of hu­
man applaufe :. for he fee med - not 
to be alive to de\lotional feelings, or 
to hav.-e that rock to reft on,, which. 
will fupp0rt a frail being, and give 

-4 tru.e-
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true dignity to- a character, though alt 

nature combined to cru!h it .. 
Mrs. Lofty was not a fl1ining cha- · 

ratter-but I will read you .a part 

of a ·letter,. which her daugh~er,. the. 

lady w~ are to vifit1 W(ote· to me. 

!' This being the anniverfury of 

" the day on which an ever loved" , 

" and much rever~d parent was re­

" leafed from the bondag_e of morta­
" li.ty, I . obferve it · ~ith particular · 

cs fenoufnefs, and with gratit.ude ;· ~or 

'~ her farrows -were gr~at, her trials 

cc fevere-but her conduct was blame-
' I .' 

(( lefs : yet the ';VO_rlµ admired her 

" not; her ~: l1lenr: m;deft virtues-> 

" were not formid to .. _ ,attract . the 

" notice of the -injudicious crowd,. 

" and her under~anding was not bril- . 
~, liant enough to excite admiration. 

" But fue ·was regardlefs of the opi-
(C 'nion ·of -the _ world; fue fought her·· 

'' reward in' the fource from whence 

"' her virtlie was derivecl-and ihe 

" found it.-He, who, for wife and · 

G 6 " merciful 
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cc merciful purpofes, fuffered her ,to , 
" be affiiB:ed, Supported her under 

' " her trials ; thereby calling forth the 
" exercife of thof'e virtues with which 
" He 'had adorned~ her gentle foul; · 
cc and imparting to her a degree 
" of_ heart-felt comfort, which no 

· ." earthly bleffing co~l~ afford.,, 
This amiable parent died when 

Anna was neai; e'igltteeh, and left lier 
td the care of her' father, whofe lfigh 
f pirit fhe had im'bibed. However, the 
religious principles which her mother 
had .inftilled regu.lated her notions of 
h·onQur ~ and. fo eleva'ted Her character, 
that~_"her' h~art rwlas 1regulated by- her 
uhderftanding. : . . · · ' · 

Ber father who had infenfibly in­
volved himfelf in debt, after her mo- ' 

. th~r's death, tried many qiffe_ren~ 
frhemes of life, ~11 bf' which, at 

· , firft wore a . promifin'g ·afp~tl: ; · but 
wanting that fupplenefs of temper, 
that enables people to rife in· the 
world, his ftruggles., .inftead of ex-

tricating, 
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tricating, funk him fiilldeeper. Wan.t .. · 

' ing alfo · the fopport of rel1gion, he 
became four, eafily irritated, andalmoft 
hated a world whofe applaufe. he had 
once eagerly courted. His affairs were·· 
at laft in fuch a· def perate ftate, that he 
was obliged, reluctantly, to accept of. · 
an invitation from his brother, who , .:-
with his wife, a weak fine lady, intend-. 
ed·to{pendfom~ time on the continent; 
his daughter _was, of courfe, to be of 
the party. 

The reftraint of obligations did not' 
fuit his temper, and feeling hinifelf 

/ dependent, he imagined every one 
meant to ·infult him.: ., ' 

Some farcaf ms were thrown out one 
day by a gentleman, in a large : c<,in­
pany ; they were not perfonc].l, ye~ he 
took fi r'e. His fore mind was eafily 
hurt, he refented· them ; and heated,. by 
wine, they . both faid more than their 
cool reafon would , have fuggefted. 
Mr. Lofty imagined his • honour was. 
wounded, and the next morning fent 
him a challenge-They met-and he 

killed · 
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kHled his antagonift, who, .dying, ·par'­
doned him, and dedared that the fenti­

ments which -had given him fo much 

offence, fell from him by accident, a:nd 

were not levelied at any perfon. 

T}le dying man lamented;· that th~ 

thread of a thoughtlefs life had been, 

fo fuddenly foapped-the name of- his. 
wife and children he could not articu­
late, when fometh.ing iike · a prayer for 

, then1 efcaped his livid lips, anc1 iliook 

his exhaufted frame-The b16od flowed 

in a copious· itream-vainly did Mr. 

Lofty endeavour to ftaunch it-the 
heai:t loft i~s viral nourifhment-and 

the foul efcaped as he preffed the hand 

of his deftroyer.-...-Who, when he found 
him breathlefs, ran home, and ruilied· 

in a hurry into his o-wn chambrr.' The 

dead man's image haunted his imagi­

nation-he ftarted-imagined that he . 

was at his elbow-and fhook the hand 

that had recei,ved the dying grafp-yet 

frill it was preffed,· and the pre.mire en­
tered into~his very fou1-0nth€ t-able lay 

t :VO 



[ 135 ] 
two piftols.,- he caught up one,.-and 

• £hot himfel(-The report alarmed the 
family --the fervants and his daughter, 
for his brother was not at home, broke 
open the door,-and fue faw the dread­
ful fight! As there was ftill forne 
appearance of life, a trembling ray­
fhe fupported . the body, and fent for 
affiftance. But he foon died in her· 
arms without fpeaking, before the 
Jervant returned with a furgeon. 

Horror feized her, another piftol lay 
charged on the table, fhe caught it 
up, b~t religion held her ha:1d-fhe 
knelt down by a dead father, and pdy­
ed to a foperior one-. Her mind grew 
calmer-yet frill ihe paffionatelywiilied 
{he had but heard him fpeak, or that 
fhe had conveyed comfort- to his de-­
parting fpirit-where, where would it 
find comfort ? again fhe was obliged 
to nave recourfe to prayer.. _ 

After the death of her father, her 
aunt treated her as if fhe were a mere-

depend-
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dependent on .. her bounty; and ex­

pected her to be an humble companion. 

jn ~very fenfe of the word. The 

vifitors took the tone from.her latl'yfhip, 

. , and numberlefs were the mortifications 

fhe had to bear. 
The entrance of a perfon about bu-

finefs interrupted the nar.ration; but 

Mrs. Mafon promifed to refume· it 

after dinner • . 

CH AP. XVII. 

rrhe Benefits atijing fr-om De'Ootion­

CJ'he Hijlory of /he Vitlage. School­

mifJrefs concluded. 

A. S foon as the cloth vJ.as removed,. 

Mrs. Mafon concluded the nar­

ration; and the girls forgot their fruit 

whil-ft they were liftening to the fequel .. 

Anna endured this treatment fome. 

years, and had an opportunity-of ac­

quiring a knowledge of the world and. 

her own heart. She vifited her mo-
, ther's· 
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ther's i~thor, ana would have remained· 
with him ; but ilie determined not to 
leffen the f mall pittan~e which lie had 
ahxiouily fave'd out of a fcanty income 
for' two' othe~ g~arrd-childr_en~ .She 
thought" continually of· her fiwatiqn! 
and found, on e~arriining her under­
ftanding, that the failiionable circle in 
which ilie moved, could not at any 
rate have afforded her much faFi.~fac,;_ 
tion,· or even amu[ement; though th_6 
neglect and contempt that fuein·et with 
rendered lier very uncomfortable. Slie , 
had he~ father's fpirit of independenc;e; 
and ~et~rmined · to fhlk~ of the· gallin~ 
yoke-which ~e had long ftn1ggled with; 
and try to·earn her own fuhfiftence., 
Her acquaintance expoftulated with her., 
and reprefented the miferies of pove-r­
ty, -and the rnortifications and difficul­
ties that fhe would have to encounter~ 1 

Let it be o., fhe replied, it i~ mudi 
preferable to f wellin·g~ the train ofi the 
proud or vicious great, and defpifing 
myfdf for bearing their impertinence1 

for 
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for eating their bitter bread·;;_bettei:, 
indeed, is a _dinner of herbs with con-

. tentment. My wants are few. ·when 
I am my own rpiftrefs, ·the cruft" I earn • 
will be fweet, • and~ the w:ater that 
moiftens it will not be · mingled with 
~ears of forrow or indignation.-

:T o ihorten my ftory; fue came to 
·me, after _ fue had attempted feveral 
• pJans, and requefted my advice. She 
would not a,cept of any confiderable 
fayour, and declared that the greateft 

' ' . -
would be, to put her in a way of fop. 
porting herfelt without forfeiting her 
highly v~lued independenc~. I knew 
not what to advife; ,but whilft I was 
debating the matter:- with myfelf, I 
happened to mention, that we were 
in want of a ich6ol-miftrefs. She 

~ 4 - • 

eagerly adopted the plan, and perfever-
ing in it tlfefe laft ten years, I find her a 
moft valuab.}e acquifition to . r fociety'! 

She was forme-dl to fuine in the moft 
brilliant ~ircle=-yet ihe relinquifhed it.) 
and patiently labours to improve the 

children 
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cl1ildren configned to her'manageinerit~ -
'and tranquilize · her own mind. She 
fucceeds in both. -

She lives indeed alone~ and has all day 
only the fociety of children; yet fhe en­
joys many true pleafures; dependence 

• on God is her fupport, and devotion 
her comfort. Her livdy affections are 
therefore changed into a ~ov~ of virtue 
and truth: and thefe exalted f peculations 

· haye given an uncommon dignity to her 
manners;· for fhe feem.s. above the wo.rf d, . 
and its· trifling commotions. At her 
meals, gratitude to Heaven fupp1Tes 
the place of fociety. She has; a tender, 
facial heart, and, as 1he cannot fweeten ✓ 
her {olitary draught, by exprejling her 
good willies to her fellow creatur~, 
an ejcrculation to Heaven for th~ wel­
fare of her friends is the fi1bftitute. 
This circumftance I heard her mention 
to her grandfather, who fometimei 
vifics her. 

I will how make fome alteration in 
my drefs, for when I vifit thofe who 

l' have 
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• have been reduced from their original 

place in fociety by misfortunes, I always 
attend a little to ceremony; left too 

1:1uch familiarity fhou°Id appear lik~ 

tlifref peci:. ~ : 

., r"ijit ·to f he School-m{/lrefs.~:true ant! 
~ fa!fe Pride. 

~ I-l EI R drefs was fa.on arljufted,. 
·(, J. and the, girls plucked flow.ers to 
adorn tliemfelves, and a nofegay to 

prefent to the !~hool-miftrefs, whofe 
garden was .but-fin'all. 

· They met the children juft releafed 

from confinement; . the fwarm came 

· humming rouIJd Mrs. ·Mafon, end~ea­

vou/mg to catch her eye,_ and obtain 

• 

1 

the n_o~ice they w~r~ fo proud of. Th_e 
girls made their beft courtefies, blufh­

ing; an? the boys hung down their 
heads,_ 
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heads, · ahd kicked up the duft, in 
fcrapi~g a bow of ref pea. _,,. 

They found theiri miftrefs preparing 
to ~rink ,tea,-, to refrdh herfelf after the 
toils of the day; and, .with the eafe. pe­
culiar to well-bred people, £he. qoickly 
enabled them to part~~e of it, by 

. giving ,the tea~ board a more fociable 
appearance • . 
· ' The harveft-ho(B.e was f oon the fub-
jett of converfation, and the harper 

_, • 

was mentioned: The family pride of 
the W elih, faid Anna, has often ai­
verted me-; I have frequently heard 
the inhabitants of a iittle hut, that 
could fcarcely be difiinguifhed from 
the pig-fly, which ·fto0d in the front o1 
it, boaft of their anceftors and defpife ; 
trade. They have informed me, that 
·one branch of their family built the 
middle-aifle of the chtlich; that another 
beautified the ~chancel, and gave the 
ten commandments, which blaze there' 

-in letters of gold. Some rejoice that" 
their forefathers ileep in the moft con­

fpicious 
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fpicuoos to'mbs-and that their afhes 
have an infcription to point out where 
they are returning to their mother · 
earth. And thofe graves,which only a 
little il:one at the head gives confe­
quence to, are adorned . every Sunday 
with flowers, or _ever-greens. We per­
ceive, in all the ,various cufroi:ns ._ of 
men, a defire to live"in the paft and in . 
the future, if I may be allowed the 
exoreffion. 

IICMrs. Mafon then obfer.ved, that of 
all the fpecies of pride which~carry a 
man out of himfelf, family. pride was. 
the moft beneficial to Jociety. Pride 
of w,ealth pro_duces vanity and often­
tation; but that of blood feems to in­
fpire high notions of honour, and to 
banifh meannefs. Yet it is produB:ive 
of . many ill confequences, the moft 
obvious is,· that ·it renders individuals 

{ 

rei_pec1:able to the generality, whofe 
merit is only re-fleeted: and fometimes 
the want of this accidental advantage 
throws the moft 0ining; perfonal vir. 

tues 
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tues and abilities into o~fcurity. In 
weak minds· this pride degenerates 
into the moff def pi cable folly; and ·the 
wjfe will not con~efcend -to accept of 
fame .at fecond-hand, replied Anna. We 
ought to be proud of our original, 
but we ihould trace it to our Heavenly 
Father, who breathed into us the 
breath of life.-W e are hi~ children· 

· when we try to refem ble Him, when we, 
are convinced that truth and goodnefs­
muft ·con~itute the very effence o.f the 
foul; and that the purfuit of Jhe~ will 
produce happinefs, when the vain· dif­
tiQcfa:ms of mortals will fade a'Yay, and 
their pompous efcutcheons moulder 
with more vulgar duft ! But re­
member, my young friends, virtue is 
immortal; and gooclnefs arifes from a 
quick perception of truth, and atl:ions 
conformable to tne convW:fon. , 

Different fubjetl:s beguiled the time, 
t~ll the clofing evening admonifhed 
them .to return home; .and they depart .. 
ed reluctantly, filled with refpecl:,. 

CHAP • . 
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Charity.-CJ:he Hi:ftory ef Peggy and her 
Fami!y.-1'he Sailor's Widow. 1 

I( 

;r H A V E often . remarked to you, 
l. faid Mrs. Mafon, one morning, to 

her p·upils, that ;we, ~are .all . dependent 

on each qther; and this dependence is 

wifely ordered by our Heavenly Father, . 

to call forth many virtues, to exercife 

the beft affections of the human heart, 

and fix them into liabits. While we. 

impart pl~afure we receive itj and feel 
the grandeur of our immortal foul, 
.as it js conftantly ftruggling to fpread 

itfelf into futurity. 
Perhaps the greateft pleafure I have 

'ev:er received, · has arifen from the 

habitual .exercife of charity, in its va 
rioui br~riches·: the vie·w 0f a diftrelfed 

object has made me. now think of con--
· verfing about one branch of it, that/of 

giving alms. l 

You 
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You know Peggy, the young girl 
whom I wifh to have moft about my 

perfon.; I mean, I wifh it for her own · 

· fake, that I may have an opportunity of 
' improving her tpind, a11d cultivating 

a gqod capacity. As to attendance, 

I never give much trouble to any fel .. 

low-creature; for I choofe to be_ inde­
pe_ndent of caprice and artificial wants; 

unlefs . indeed, when I am fick; then, 
I thankfully receive ~he afiiftance I 
would willingly give to others in the 

fame fituation. I believe I have not 

in the world a more faithful friend 

than Peggy; and her earneft defire 
to pleafe me gratifies my benevo-

lence, for I always obferve with delight 

the workings of a grateful heart. 

I loft a darling child, faid Mrs. 
Mafon, fmothering a figh, in the 
depth of winter-death had before 

deprived me of her father, and when 
I loft my child-he died again. 

The wintery profpet1:s fuiting the 

. temper of my foul, I have fat look-
,, H 'ing 
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ing at a _wide wafte of tracHefs fnow 
for hours; and the heavy fullen fog, that 
t he feeble rays of the fun could not 
pierce, gave me back an . image of 
my mind. I was tmhappy, and the , 

. fight of dead nature accorded with · 
my feelings-for . all was dead to me. 

As the fno~ began to melt, I took 
a walk., and obfetved the birds hop-­
ping about with drooping wings, or 
rnuce on the leafelefs boughs. The 
mountain, whofe fides had loft the 
fnow, looked black; yet frill fome 
remained on the fummit, and formed · 
a contraft to piverfify the dreary 
profpeB.-. _ · 

I walked thoughtfully along, when 
the appearance of a poor man, who did 
not beg, ftruck me very_ forcibly. 
His ihivering li'mbs were fcarce1y · 
fl1eltered from the cold by the tat-

/ . 

. tered garments that covered him; and 
he had a fuarp, famifued look. I · 
ftr~tched out my hand with f o'me 
relief in it, I would not enquire into 

the 
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the particulars of fuch obvious dif­
trefs. The poor wretch caught my 
'hand, and haftily dropping on his 
knees, thanked me in an ·extacy, 
as if he had alinoft loft fight of 
hope, and was overcome by the fud- . 
den relief. His attitude, for I . cap­
not bear to fee a fello,v-creatur~ 
knee], and eager thanks, oppre!fed 
my weak {pirits,, fo that I could 
not for a moment a!k him any 
more queftions; but as foon as I 
recollected myfelf, I learned from 
him the misfortunes that had reduced 
him to fuch extreme diftrefs, and he 
hinted, that ~ could not eafily guefs 
the good I - had done. I imagined .. 
from this hint that he was meditat- • 
ing his -own defrruction when I faw 
him, to fpare himfelf the inifery 
of feeing his infant periib,-ftarved to 
death, in every fenf e of the word. 

I will now hail:en to the fequel of 
the account. His wife had .lately had 
a child, fhe was very ill at the time, 

H 2 and , 
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and want of proper food, and a de­
fence againft the inclemency of the 
weather, hurried her out of the world. 
The poor child, Peggy, had fucked 
in difeafe and nouriihment together, 
-and now even that wretched fource 
had failed-the breaft was cold that 
had afforded the fcanty fupport; 
and the little innocent fmiled, un .. 
confcious of its mifery. I fent for 
her, added Mrs. l\1afon, apd her 
father dying a few years after, ihe has 
ever been a favourite charge of mine, 
and nurfing of her, in fame meafure, 
difpelled the gloom in which I had 
been almoft loft.-Ah ! my children, 
you know not how· many, " houfe­
lefs heads bide the pitilefs ftorm' 1" 

I received foon after a leifon of · 
re'fignation from a poor woman, who 
was a practical philofopher • 

.She had loft her hufband, a failor, 
. a-qc;l loft his wages alfo, as ihe could 
, pot yrove his death. She came to 
~e t9 .beg fome pieces of filk, to 

make 
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make fome pin:.~uihions for the bqard­

ers of a neighbouring f chool. Het'· 

lower weeds were patched with dif­

ferent coloured rags; but tihey 

. f poke pot variety of wretchednefs, on 

the contrary, they fhewed a mind fo. 

content., that want, and bodily pain:,. 

did not prevent her thinking of· the­

opinion of cafual obfervers~ This 

woman loft a hufband and a child 

fuddenly, and her daily bread /was pre- _ 

carious.-! cheered the wid9w's heart,, 

and my own was not quite folitary. 

But I am growing melancholy., 

whilfr I am only. defirous of point- . 

ing out to y'ou· how very beneficial' 

charity is-becaufe it enables us to 

find €omfort when all our worldly 

comforts ar.e blighted: befides, when 

our bowels yearn to our fellow-crea­

tures.,, we feel that the love of_ God 

dwelleth in us-and then we cannot 

always go on our way forrowing,. , 

H 3 CH AP:. 



CHAP. XX. 
:.. . ' 

Pijit to Mr.r. ~ :I'rueman-'the Uje of 
Accomplifhn!ents-Virtue the Soul 
of all. 

· N the afternoon they vifited Mrs. 
Trueman unexpecl:edly, and found 

her fitting in the garden pl~ying to her 
children, who danced on .. the green fod. 
She approached to receive them, and 
J~id afide her guitar; but, after fome 
converfation, Mrs. Mafon defired her 
to take it up again, and the girls 
joined in the requeft. While fhe was 
finging fyfary . w hif pered Mrs. Mafon, 

, · that ihe would give the world ·to be 
able to fing as well. The whifper was 
not fo low but a part of it reached Mrs. 
Truman's ears, who faid to her, fmiling, 
my young friend, yoy val_ue accomplifh­
ments m~ch too highly-they may•give 
grace to virtue-but are nothingwithout 

folid 
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folid wort 1.-Indeed, I may fay more:, 

for any thing iike perfection in the 

arts . cannot , be · attained, where a 

relifu; nay, a delight in what is true and 

noble is wanting. A fuperficial ob­

ferver may be pleafed with a picture 

in which fine · colours predominate ; 

' and . quick movements in mufic may 

tickle the ear, though they never reach 

the h~art: but it is_ the fimpl~ ftrain 

which affection animates, that we liften . 

to with intere~ and delight. Mr. True- ' 

man has a tafte for the fine arts; and· 1 

_ wifh in every thing to be his com­

panion. . His c9nverfation has im­

proved my judgment, and the affection 

an intimate knowledge of his virtues 

· has infpired, increafes the love which 

I feel for the whole human race; He 

lives retired from the . world; ' to 

amufe him after the bufinefs of the 

day is over, and my babes aileep> 

I fing to him. A defire to pleafe, 

and the pleafure I read in his eyes,, 

give to my mufic energy and 

H ~ . tendernefs~ 
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tendernefs. - When he 1s ruffied 
by worldly cares; I try to f moo th 

· - his wrinkled brow, and think mine 
a voice of melody, when it has had 
that effect. 

Very true, ,replied Mrs. Mafon, 
accomplifhments ihould be cultivated 
'to render us pleafing to our dorrieftic 
friends ; virtue is nece.ffary; it muft 
ever be the foundation of our peace · 
and ufefulnefs; but when we _are ca •. 
_paqle of affection, we wi.fh to have 
fomething peculiar to ourfelves.. We 
ftudy the tafte of our friends, and 
endeavour to conform to it; but, in 
doing fo, we ought rather to improve 
our own abilities than fervilely to copy 
theirs. Obferve, my dear girls, Mrs. 
Trueman's difl:inction, her accom-

- p]ifhments are for her friends, her 
virtues for the world ·in general. 

I ihould think myfelf vain, and my 
foul little, anf we red Mrs. Trueman, 
if the app1aufe of tne whole world, on 
the fcore of abilities, which did not 

.. adc! 
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adci' a11f real luftre to my character; . 

~ould. afford me matter of exultation. 

The approbation of my· own neart,. 

the humble hope of pleafing the Mofl: 

High, eleva-tes my foul'; and. I feel, . 

that in a future ftate, . I may enjoy an i 

unfpeakable d·egree ofliappinefs, though 

I now. only. experience a faindoretafte. • · 

- N ex~ to thefe fublime emotions, which 

I can1:ot defcribe, and the joy.r.efo1ting , 

from doing goq_d; . I· am happy whem 

I can amufe thofe I fove; it is not : 

thetrvanity, but tendernefa, that f purs , 

me on, and. my fongs, .. my. drawings., . 

my every· action,.; has-· fomething of 

I1JY hear.t in it; When I can. add · to · 

the innocent enjoyment5: of my chil.,. 

dren, and improve. them at the fame · 

time, are not. my accomplifhments of_· 

ufe? In the fame ftyle, when.r vary 

the pleafures of · my fire-fide, I make · 

my hufuand forget. that . it is. a lo ely, 

one·; and he returns to look for. ele-- -

gance at home, elegan<;e that he him- . · 

felf gave the polifh to.; and which .. is ; 
H SJ onlyJ 
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· only affeB:ed, when it c;Ioes not flow 

from virtuous affections. · 
I beg your pardon, I expatiate to~ 

long on my favorite topic; rny defire 
to rectify your notions muft plead my 
excufe.-

"Mr. Trueman now joined them, 
and brought with hi[t fome of his 
fineft fruit. After tea Mrs. Trueman · 
fhewed t_hem fome of her drawings; 
and, to comply with their repeated 
requeft, played on the harpfichord, 
and Mr. Trueman took his violin to 
acco~pany her. Then the children 

'Were indulged with a dance, each ·had 
- her favourite tune played in turn. 

As. !hey returned home, the girls 
' . were eagerly lavifhing praifes on Mrs. 

Trueman;· and Mary ' faid, I cannot 
tell why, but I feel fo glad when ihe 
takes notice of me. J never faw 
any one look fo good-natured, cried 
Caroline. Mrs. Mafon joined in the 

,converfation. You juftly remarked 
that 1he is good-natured; you remem­

, . ber 
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· fuer her hiftory, , .fhe loves truth, and 

fhc is ever· exercifing benevolence and. 

love-from the inf eel:,- that fhe avoids 

tre_ading on, her affeB:i?n _may be 

traced to that Being who lives for 

ever.-Andjt is from her goodnefs heir 

agreeable qualities f pring~ 

CH AP .. XXI. 

rfhe Bmefit of bodily· Pain.-Fortitu-rlt 

the Bafis of Virtue.-'I'he Folly of' · 
Irrejolution • 

H E children hacf beeri playing; 

in the garden for fome time,, 

whilft Mrs. Mafon was reading alone ... 

But fhe was fuddenly alarmed by the t, 
cries of Caroline, who ran. into the 

room in great diftrefs. Mary quickly 

followed, . and explaining the matter. 

faid., that her fifter had a~ci.dently 
H 6 difturbed, 
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difturbed fome walps, who were 
terrified, and of courfe flung he-r .. 
Remedies were applied to a.lfuage the 
pain; yet all the time :lhe uttered the 
loudeft and moft filly complaints, 
rega.rdlefs of the uneafinefs fhe gave 
thofe who were exerting themfelves 
to relieve her. 

ln a. ihort time the fmart abated,. 
and then - her friend thus addre.lfed -
lier, with more th~n u'fual gravity .. 
I am forry. to fee a girl of your age 
weep on account of bodily pain;. 
it is a proof of a weak mind_:a 
proof that you cannot employ your­
felf about . thing~ of confe_quence; 
How often . muft I tell you that the 
Mo.ft High is educating us for eternity? 

"The term virtue, comes from a 
" word fignifyiHg ftrength. Fortitude 
" of mind is, therefore, the , bafis of 
" every virt11e, and virtue oelongs to 
" a being, that -is weak in its nature, 
" and -itrong only in will and refo­
u lution, '' 

Children 
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Children early feel bodily pain, t OJ 

habituate them to bear the conflicl:s. 
of_ the foul, - when they beco~e re_a-• 
fonable creatures-. This, I fay, is. 
tne firft trial, and I fike to fee - that. 
proper pride which fcrjves· to -conceaf 

· its fufferings. Tnofe· wn·o;. when: 
young,. ·weep ·ir the leaft triffe an..­
noys diem, will never., I fear, liave· 
fufficient ffrengtn of mind,. to en­
counter all tlie miferies that can affiiff · 
the body, rather than acl:: meanly to" 
avoid tnem. Indeed~. t~fs fee ms to. 
lie the efiential difference between a 
great and a little mind: the former.· 
knows how· to endur.e-wfiiHl the: 
fatter fuffers an immortal' fo~r to ae· 
clepreifed,. loft fa.. its aoode; fuffers 
the inconveniencres which . attacK the 
(me to overwhelm tlie otlier.. Tiie 
foul would' always-fupport die body, if' 
its fuperiority,was felt,; -and-invigorated 
by exercife. Th~ · Almighty, · who. 
. never affiicl:s but · to· produce fern~ 
good e~d,. firft fencfs difeafes to chil~ 

dren 
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dren to , teach them patience and for:... · 

titude; _ and when by degrees they l 

have learned to bear them, they have·· 

acquired fame virtue. 
In the · fame manner,. cold' or,-· 

hunger, when accidentally encoun-­

tered, are not evils; they make us: 

feel what wretches feel, ·and teach us, 

to be ·tender-hearted. Many of your· 

fellow-creatu_res daily bear what you 

cannot for a moment endure without 

complaint. Befides> another advan­

tage arifrs frol'Jl • it, after you have­

felt hunger,, you will not be very 

anxious to choofe the particular kind! 

of food that · is to fatisfy it. You 

· will then. be freed from a. frivolous­

care. 
When it i.s neceffary to take a nau­

feo'1s draught, fwall'ow it. at one~; 

and ·do not make others. fic:k whilfl: 

you are he.fitating, though you know 

that you ought_ to take .it. If a tooth; 

is'· to be drawn, or any 0ther. difa­

greeable operation to be performed), 
determine· . 
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determine refolutely that it !hall · be 
done immediately; and debate not,, 
when you clearly fee the ftep that you · 
-ought to take. If I fee a c_hild act in 

. this way, I am ready to embrace it, my . 
foul "yearns for it-I perceive the 
dawning of r a character that will be· 
ufeful to fociety, as it prepares its. 
foul for a nobler field of action • 

. Believe me, it is the , patient en .. 
durance of pain, that _will enable you 
to refift your paffions.; after you 
have borne bodily pain, you will have 
firmnefs enough to fuftain the ftill 
more excruciating agonies of the 
mind. You will not, to banifu mo­
mentary cares, pluf?ge into diffipa­
tion, nor to efcape a prefent incon­
venience, forget that you .!hould hold 
fail: virtue as the only fubftantial 
good. 

I ihould not value the affection of 
. a perfon who would not bear pain 

and hunger to ferve me; nor is that 
benevolence warm, w h.ich ihrinks 

from , 
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from encountering· difficulties, wllerr 
ft is ~eceffary, in- order. to ' oe ufefol to· 

any fellow creature: 
There · is a- juft pricfe-; a: nook 

· ambition itr fome minds,, thad· greatly 

admire. I have feen a: little of it in 

Mary.I for · ·wlrilft fhe pities others; , 

fhe imagines that_ fhe could bear: 

their inconveniences herfel( and: fhe· 

feems· to feel more uneafinefs~ when.: 

fhe obferves the fufferings- of others; .. 

than I could ever trace Off her ·coun:. 

tcnance under the immediate preffure · 

of paiiI~-
- Remember you· are · to bear · pa:-

tiently the infirmities . of the weakeft 

of your fellow-creatures; but to · 

iourfelves yoq-are not to be· eqµaily, ·-

indulgen~ 
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C H A P. XXII. - 'J 

'Journey to London. -·~ 
. . ' 

T HE girls ~ere vifibly-improved; 
an air of intelligence began to 

animate Caroline's fine . features; and 
benevolence gave her eyes the humid 
fparkle which is fo beautiful and en­
gaging. The intereft that we take in the· 
fate of others, attaches them to ·our­
felves ;-thus Caroline's goodnefs in­
fpired more affection than_ her beauty. 

Mary's. judgment grew every day 
clearer; · or, more properly fpeaking., 
fhe acquired experience; and her lively 
feelings. fixed the concluiions of reafon 
in her mind. · Whilft Mrs. Mafon was 
rejoicing in their apparent im2roye­
ment, ihe received a letter from their 
father, requefting her to. allow _his 
daughters to fpend the winter in town,., 
as he wifhed to procure them the befl:. -
mafters, an advantage that the coun,.. 

' try did not afford. With. relucl:ance: 
' ihe: 
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fue confented, determining to remain 

with them a fhort time; and prep1-
rations ·· were quickly made for the 
Journey. • 

The wifhed (or morning arrived, 
and they fet off in a tumult of fpirits; 

forry to leave the ~ountry; yet de­
lighted with the profpecl: of vifiting 

the metropolis. This hope foon 
·dried the tears which had bedew:ed 
their cheeks; for the parting with 
Mrs. Mafon was not anticipated. 

· The autumnal views were new to 
them; they faw the hedges exhibit 

various colours, and the trees fhipped 

of their leaves; hqt they were not 
difpofed to moralize. 

For fome time after their arrival, 
every thing they faw excited . wonder 

and admiration; and not till they 
were a little fa~iliarized with the 

new objects, did they afk r~afonable 

queftions. 
Several prefents recruited t}.leir­

. purfes i and_ they requefted fyfrs. Ma-
. fun 
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fon to allow them to buy fome trifles 
they were in want of. The requeft 
was modeft, and fhe complied. 

C H A P. XXIII. 

Charity .-Shopping. - '1 be diflrejfa.d_ Sta-
tioner .-Mij,bievous Conjequences of 

t delaying Payment. 

AS they walked in fearch of a 
fhop, they both determined to 

purchafe pocket-books; but their friend 
defired them n.ot to fpend all their 
money at once, as they would meet 
many objects of charity in the nume­
rous ftreets of the metropolis. I do not 
wifh you, fhe continued, to relieve eyery 
beggar that you cafually meet; yet 
fhould any one attract your attention, 
obey the impulfe of your heart, which 

~ will lead yo~ to pay them for exerciung 
your 
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your compaffion, and do not fulfer the 

.. · whif _pers of fe_lnf.bnefs, that they may 

be impofters, o/ldeter you. However, I 

would have you give but a trifle when 

you a1;; n{t certain the diftrefs is real> 

and reckon it given for pleafure. I for 

my part would rather be deceived 

five hundred times, than doubt once 

without reafon. 
They ftopped at a f mall lhop,. 

Mrs. Mafon always fought out fuch;; 

for, (aid .fhe, I __ may help thofe who 

perhaps want affiftance,;, bargains I 

never feek, for 1 wifh every one to -

receive the juft ·vaTue for rheiT goods. 

In the fhop ·which they chanced t(! 

enter, tf1ey did not find the kind of 

poc~et-book that they had previouily 

fixed on, and therefore wifhed precipi­

tately to leave it; but were detained by 

their more- CGnfi.derate friend. While 

they had been turning over the trinkets.., 

the countenance of the woman, who· 

ferved them, caught her· eye, and fhe 

obf erved her e~ger manner of recom-
mending, 
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mending the books. You have given 
much unneceffary trouble, faid lh'e, 
to the miftrefs of the fhop; the books 

"" are better, and more expenfi ve than 1 

you intended to purchafe, but: I will 
make up the deficiency. A beam of 
pleafure enlivened the woman's fwollen 
eyes; and Mrs. Mafon, in the mild 
accents of compaffion, faid, if it is 
not an impertinent queftion, will you 
tell me from what caufe your vifible 
-diftrefs arifes? perhaps I may have 
it in my power to relieve you~-The 
woman burft into tears.-Irideed, Ma: 
dam, you have already relieved me; 
for the money you have laid out will 
enable me to . procure fome food for 
my poor little grandchildren, and to 
fend a meal to their poor father, who is 
now confined for debt, though a more 
honeft man never breathed. Ah ! 
Madam, I little thought I fhould 
come to this-Y efterday his wife died, 
poor foul! I really b~lieve thing; 
going fo crofs broke her heart. He 

has 



[ 166 ] . 

has been ·in jail thefe five months; 
I could not manage the fhop, or buy 
what was proper to keep up the credit 
of it, fo .bufinefs has been continually 
falling off; yet, if his debts were paid, 
he would now be. here, and we fhould 
have money in our pockets. And 
wh:it· renders it more provoking, the 

. people who owe us mofl: are very 
- rich. · It is true, they Ii ve in fuch 

a very high ftyle, and keep fuch a 
number of horfes and fervants, that they 
are often in want of money, and when 
they have it, they moftly have fome 
freak in their heads, and do not think 
of paying poor· trades-people. At 
fidl: we were afraid to aik for-payment 
left we fhould. lofe their cuftom, and 
fo it proved; when w_e did venture, 
forced by neceffity, they fent to other 
!hops, . without difcharging our de-
mand. . 

And~ my dear Madam, this is not -
all my grief; my fon, before his mif­
fortunes, was one of the moft fober, 

z induftrious 
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. induftrious ·young . men· in London; 
but now he is not like the fame man. 
He had nothing to do in the jail, and 
to drive away care he learned to 
drink; he faid it was a comfort to 
forget himfelf, and he would add an 
oath-I never heard him fwear till . 
then. I took pains when _he was a 
child to teach him his prayers, and he 
rewarded me by being a dlltifol · fon. 
The cafe is quite altered now-he 
feems to nave loft all natural affection . 
-he heeds not his mother's tears. 
-Her fobs almoft fuffocated her, 
as fhe ftrove tQ go on-He will bring 
my grey hairs with forrow to the 
grave-and yet I pity my poor ·boy, 
he is_ fhut up with fuch a number 
of profligate wretches, who laugh 
at what is right. Every farthing I 
fend him he fpends in liquor, and ufed 
to make his poor wife pawn her clothes 
to buy him drink-fhe was happy to 
die, it was well for her not to live · . 

to 
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to hear the babe fhe gave fuck to 
defpife her ! 

A paffion of tears relieved the fuf­
ferer, and fhe called her grandchil­
dren; thefe innocent babes:, faid fhe-, I 

.fhal1 not be able . to keep them, they 
muft go to the wo1khoufe. If the qua­
lity did but know what they make us 
poor induftrious people fuffer-furely 
they woul<J be more confiderate. 

Mrs. Mafon gave her fomethi~g to 
fupply her prefent wants, and pro­
mifed to call on her again before ihe 
left town. 

They walked fikntly down two or 
three ftreets; 1 hope you have learned 
to think, my dear girls, faid Mrs. 
Mafon, and that your hearts have 
felt the emotions of compaffion; need 
I make any comments on the fituation 
of the poor woman we have juft left. 
You perceive that thofe who negleB: 
to pay their debts,· do more harm 
than they imagine; perhaps, in~eed, 

· fome ""Qf thefe very people do, what 
js 
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is called, _a noble action, give away 
a large furn, and are termed gene-, 
rous; nay, very probably, weep at a , 

tragedy~ or when --reading an affecting 

tale. They then boaft of their fenfi­
bility-when, alas! neg1eB:ing the 
foundation _of all v·irtue, ju/lice, they 

have occafioned exquifite diftrefs ;-• 
_ led a poor wretch into vice; heaped --­
mifery on helplefs infancy, and drawn 

tears from the ~ged widow. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Pi)it to a poor Family in London - · 

Idlenejs the Parent of Vice.-Pro­

digcility and Generojity incompatible. 

- 'rhe P leajures of Benev .olence .-, 

CJ'rue and fa!fe Motives for J aving. 

AFTER the impreffion · which 
the ftory, and' the fight of the 

family had made, was a little worn 
I , off; 

,, 
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off; Caroline begged leave to buy one 
toy, and then another, till her money 
)V as quite go~e. vVhen Mrs. Mafon 
found it was all expended, ihr looked 
round for an object in diftrels; a poor 
woman foon prefented herfelf, and her 
m eagre countenance gave weight to 
her tale.-A babe, as meagre, hung 
at her breaet: -which did not feem to 
contain fufficient moifture to wet its· 
p arched lips. 

On enquiry they found tha~ fhe 
lodg_ed in a_ neighbouring garret. 
Her lrnfband had been Out of em­
ployment a long time-, and was now 
fide The mafter who had formerly 
given him worl<, loft gradual1y 

.great part of his buGnefs;- for his beft 
cuftomers were · grown , fo fond of 
foreign articles, that his goods grew 
old in the warehoufe. Confequently 
a number of hands were difmiffed, 
who not immediately - finding em­
ployment elfewhere, were reduced 
to the 'moft extreme diftrefs. The 

z truth 
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truth of this ·account a reputabie · 

£hopkee·per attefted; and he added 

that many of the unhappy creatures., 

who ' die unpiti~d at the gallows, 

were firft led into vice by acciµeritJ' 

idlenefs. 
They afcended the dark ftairs, fcarce, 

-ly able ·to bear the bad fmells that 

flew from every part of a frna1Y houfe, 

that contained in each room a fa­

mily, occupied in fuch . an anxious 

manner to obtain the neceffaries of 

life, that its comforts never engaged 

their thoughts. The precarious meal 

was fnatched, and , the . ftomach did 

·not turn, though the cloth, on which 

it was laid, was died in dirt. When 

to-morrow's bread is uncertain, who 

thinks of cleanlinefs ?" Thus does · 

defpair encreafe tf1e mifery, and con­

fequent difeafe aggravate the horrors 

of poverty l 
They followed the woman into a 

low garret, that was never vifited by 

the chearful rays of the fun.-A man, 
I 2 with 
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with a fallow complexion, and long 
beard, fat fhivering over a few cin- · 
ders in the bottom of a broken grate, 
and two more children were on the 
ground, hc,1lf naked, ne·ar him, breath ... . 
.ing the-fame noxious air. The gaiety 
natural to their age, did not animate 

, their eyes, half funk iIJ their fockets; 
and, infi:ead of f miles, premature 
~rinkl;-s had found a place in their • 

• lengthened vifages, Life was nipped 
in the bud; ihut up juft as it began 
to unfold itfelf. " A froft, a killing 
froft," had deftroyed the paren(s hopes: 
they feemed to come into the wotld 

, only to craw 1 half formed,-to fuffe_!", . 
~ and to die. 

Mrs. Mafon defired the girls to 
relieve the family; · Ca;oline hung 
dow~ her head abaihed.:-~iihing the 
paltry ornaments whichihehad thought­
lefsly bought, in the bottom of the fea. 
Mary; meanwhil~; proud of the new 
privilege, emptied her purfe; and Caro .. 
line, in a foppiicating tone, entreated 

Mrs. Mafon 
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Mrs. Mafon to allow her to give her 

neck-handkerchief to the little infant. 
Mrs. Mafon defired the woman to 

call on her the next day; and they 
left the family cheered by their 

bounty. -
Caroline expected the reproof that 

foon proceeded from the mouth ot 

her true friend. I am glad that this 
accident has occured/ to prove to you 
that prodigality and generofity are 
incompatible. .lEconq_my and felf­
denial are neceffary in every ftation, 
to enable us to be generous, and to alt 
conformably to the rules of juftice. 

-Mary may this night. enjoy peaceful 

fl.umbers; idle fancies, foolifuiy indulg­
ed, will not float in her brain; fhe may, 
before fhe clofes her eyes~ thank God, 
for allowing her to be His inftru­
ment of mercy-_ Will the trifles that 
you have purchafed, afford you fuch 
heartfelt delight, Caroline? 

Selfi!h people fave to gratify their 

own caprices ~nd appetites; the be-
I J nevolent 
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nevolent curb both, to . give fcope ' to 
the nobler feelings of the human heart. 
,vhen we fquander money idfy, we 
defraud the poor, and deprive out 
own fouls of their moft exalted foo·a. 

. If you wifh to be ufeful, govern :your 
tkfires, anct wait not till diftrefs ob-:­
trudes itfelf-fearch it out. In the 
-country it is not always attended with 
fuch .f110cking circumftances as at pre­
fent; but in large cities, many garrets 
contain families, fimilar t0 thofe we 
have feen this afternoon. The mo­
ney .fpent in indulging the vain willies 
of idlenefs, and a childifh fondnefs 

1 for pretty things not regulated by 
reafon, would relieve the mifery that 
my foul £brinks back from contem­
.plating. 

CHAP. 
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CH AP. XXV •. 

Mrs. Majon's farewell Advice to he, 
young Friends. 

T HE day before Mrs . Mafon 
was to leave her pupils) fue · 

took a hand -of each, and preffing 
them tender}y in her own, tears ftart­
ed into her eyes-I tremble for you, ~ 
my dear girls, for you muft now prac­
tife by yourfelves fome of the virtues 
which I have been endeavouring to in­
culcate: and! fhallanxiouOywaitfor the . 
fummer, to fee what progrefs you have 
made by yourfelves. 

We have converfed on feveral very 
importarit fubjecl:s; pray do not forget 
the conclufions I have drawn. 

I now, as my laft prefent, give you a 
book, in which I have written the- ,, 
fubjects that we haye difcuffed. Re­

cur 



., 
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cur frequently" to it;, for the ftorie.s 

illuftrating the infi:rutl:ion it contains, · 

you will .not feel in foch a great de-

. gree the want-of my perfonal advice. 

Some of the reafoning you may not 

thoroughly compre}:iend; but, as your 

underftandings ripen, you ·will feel 

its full force. · 
Avoid- anger; exercife compaffion ; 

and love truth. Recollect, that frorri 

religion your chief comfort muft 

fpring, and never neglect the duty of 

prayer. Learn from experience the 

comfort that arifes from making known 

your wants ·and forrows to the wifeft 

and heft of Beings, in w hofe hands 

are the iffues, not only of this life, 

but of that which is to come . 

Your father will allow you a cer­

tain ftipend; you have already felt 

the pleafure of doing good; ever re­

collect that the wild purfuits of f;rncy 

tnuft be conql}ered, to enable you to 

gratify. benevolent wi!hes, and that you 1 

muft prac1:ife ceconomy in trifles to have 
it 
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-it in your power to 9e generous on great 

occafions. And the good yo.u intend 
to do, do quickly;-for know· that a 
trifling . duty neglected,. is a great 
fault, and the pi-efent time only is at 
your command. . 

You are now candidates for rn 'f 
friendihip, and on your advanc~ment 
in virtue my regard will in future 
depend. Write often to me, I will 
punctually anf wer your letters; but 
let me have the genuine fentiments of 
your hearts. In expreffions of affec­
tion and refpecl:, do not deviate from 

. truth to gain what you wifh for, or to 
turn a period prettily. 

Adieu! when you think of yom· 
friend, obferve her pr~cepts; and let 
the recollection qf my affection, give 
aqditional weight to the truths which I 
have endeavoured to inftill; and, to re­
ward my care, let me hear that you love 
and pratlice virtue. 

F I N I s .. 
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