CORRESPONDENCE, &c, COVERING THE

QUEEN'S RANGERS FLAGS



Septeaber 26th, 1922,
‘Linton Simcoe ‘' Eig.,
walford, near Honiton,

DeiOnshire;‘ﬂ"Eﬁé.

Desr Sir :
I s the Chief Librarian of the rublic Library of

the City of Toronto. | o

- For a number of years, in my capacity ag Librarian
and with' my interest in Canadian history, I waB asgociuted with
the lute John Ross RoﬁertSOn'in:accumulating the great collection
of historicsl prints and doctments relating to early Cansda. Ir.
Robertson gave this collection into my keéeping to be neld im trust
for the Yublic Library Board of the City of Toronto snd to be
used for thé'purPOSé'of‘5wakeningvin'the boys and girls of our
young country sn interest in tie history of our country. It was a
great Lous to the City of Toronto snd to Canada at large when John
Ross Rooertson died, for he“unselfishly'nge'himSélf to two gréat
causes: first, the collection of historieal prints snd documents ag
I have outlined it and, second, tae establishing snd maintnining
of a grent hospital for sick snd crippled children.

The above paragrauph is a prelude to wa:t is decidedly
8ad news to me, viz: thut Governor Simcoé's estute in Devoushife
ié“béing;diéposéd of. ‘lie have in the Library nere a great, full-
8126d portralt of Governor Siucoe, paluted by Lir. ylie Grier of

tﬁié Citi;‘aﬁd éiVen to us by the late John hous hoovertson, and we



Linton Simcoe Esye. =2~
September 26ta, 1922,

have treaeured everything that we could get thut naa any relation
to the Simcoe family. o ' |

| In talking this mutter over yesterday with the person wno
told me of tne dieperﬁal of the estate, we were woxdering what dis-
posal would be nnde oi the colors of tae (ueen' s Rangers of Toronto.
{It would seem in some ways as if tonis was a befittlng place for |
:those colors to be deposited and we were wopdering wnether in the'
.great hooertson ﬁuseum here in the Publlc lerary, ;1tn its largest
‘picture that of hovernor iacoe, thet here would be the place where
‘these eolors mignt properly be displayed and awaken in the people

of this young country an interest in our early history.

You know we need to do that kind of thing in a country such
ags ours, which is peopled in a large proyportiun by those wno iave
been only one generation, and gouactines only a few years in the coun-
try and whose idea of home ig not Csnada, but some far-off land.

If these colors nave not veen already sent Lo goae permznent
howe, I an wondering wnetner yoa would be willing to tu.e up tne
matter by correspondence witn me 80 that we wmight in soue way perhaps
vecome possessed of them?

Then, I remember John Koss hobertson tulking ubout the
gwords of Simcoe and the despatch box which ne used »t Uavy Hall,
where was neld the first Parliusaent of Upper Canada. I an wo .deriug

whether these were disposed of?



Linton Simcoe E8je =3~
Septewber 26th, 1922.

Pardon me for addressiug tnis letier te you iu this way,
but you can understand how, througn my interest in Canadian history,
through my position also as Chier Librarian of the largest Library
in Csnada, and my position as custodian of our great treasure of
early Canadian history left us Sy the late John Ross kowertson, and
his. very apecial interest in everything relatiug to Governor Slacoe,
I feel that I nave what might be terméd an adequate excgseffor
agklug your assistance in giving me inforustion on these points, and

for your syapatny in my endeavors.

Yours very truly,



October 2nd, 192,

John Satterly Esq.,
Depsrtuent of Physiecs,
University of Toronto,

Toronto.

Desr dr. Satterly:
Thank you very much indeed for your kind-

ness in forwarding to me the catalogue of books on Sincoe,

which I have no doubt we will be able to make good use of,

ags we can of everything relating to Canadian historye.

Yours very truly,
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April 16th, 1923.

¥r, Rutherfbrd.

C/o The Rt. Hon. P. C. Larkin,

High Commiésioner for Csnada,to Great Britsin,
London, Eng.

Dear lir., atherford:

You‘will remember that John Graves Simcoe was our
first Governor of Upper Canada, He came from the Simecoes of
England - Honiton, Devonshire, He was a Major in the famous
regiment in the ievolutionary war, known as queen's Rangers, one
of the mest famous of the regiments that fought on the British
sids. When he was appointed Covernor of Canada in 1792 he
raised a regiment of Gueen's Rangers here, which was'diebanded
somewhei§ about 1802 or 1803, Tﬁen again, in 1837 when danger
threatened, Col, Jarvies raised & regiment and it too was known as
the Queen's‘Rangers.. icet famous, of‘éourse, of all of these was
thé Queen'e langers of the Xevolutionary Wwar,

| How, the object of recounting this history to you
is that ﬁhe estate wss sold by Chiistie's in 1922, much to our
surprise iﬁ this country, cnd we lost an opportunity of getting
g number of thinge which ought to have been pieserved to Lauada
on account of our intimste :elationship t0 Governor vimcoe.
Just on the bare chance, I took up the mstter with Mr. A.H. ILinton
Simcoe, who is now the heir., He explained to me that ihe excessive
>tax ra.e had made it lmpossible for him to keep up the old place

: and so be had sold all the plate ana tne painiings. ie told me,



-0l

however, thut he hed retained the colours of the . ueen's .&ngers
ana the swords thut belon-ed to Goveornor (imcoe, und that ue us
willing to part with these for a substuntizl cmount. I took the
natter up with him und I have been negotiuting lor some time.
Finsally I zot the option o. them and it looks now as 1. I -ould be
ready to take up tie option in a few weeks. “"he uwescription ;ziven
me wos that the colours belonzed to the ueen's langers which were
reised b, Limcoe here. I Just discovered a few d. s cgo that it
ig o mnch nore valusable thing than that, becauuve it seems that they
.re tne colours cacried by the _ueen's Rangere in the -evolutiondfy
LaTe

liow, my problem is to zet there saiely delivered to us.
Lhey ure of very very sreat value. I don't know snything of recent
yearé in historical line that is of 48 much value to Can.da us
thace, I hazve been thinking that 1if lir. L'rkin ies willin- I night
make arrangements whereb, lir. -imcoe celiver to you in zood conditic
thaeie coloursg wund the swords, tond thut you =2nd I take up the uestic
of how best to get these :cross to us here,.

It 9180 ocecusred to me tiut invemuch s it is such an.
importaut event -nd thaot thece coloure have rcelaotionchir to Sreat
Lrituin ond United {tates, it mirht be wise {0 huve thece colours
rhotozraphed so that "The {phere,” "Thoe Illustruted Tonion lews,"
end "The Graphie” might have an opportunity of publishinz u photo-
rTraph oi these famous colours,.

In orver tust tre history ot the .) een's .argers mi:nt
he chronicled ve huv. for some weend been velving into Cunudian ung
Anericen i istory, undll em geinry 1o rend you & copy of the result
of our 1eseuarches, Cunadiun h ctory o.s boen so inwzeirutaly

cone in so many places uand esgpecially in rezsrd te t is 1e~iment.



Will you pleese lay tie whole mstter beioze the Hon. lir,

Larkin and ask him if he approves of our course of action,

Yours very truly,



23rd lareh, 1925.

Mr. A.ll. Simcoe,
Wolford,

Eoniton, Tngland,

Dear ilr. Simcoe:

Thank you very .uch for your letter in regard to the
Colours of the .ueen': rangers, I shall write you gi%ing you direc=-
tions as to shipment and making sarrungements ag to money ﬁithin a
chort time.

In the meantime huve you got any rarticulsrs as to
when the .ueen's rangers lLegiment as ralsed or when the Colours came
into the possession of Governor Simcoe, and if he took them baek
with him vhen he left Canadal

&ny information that you can find in regar? to the

colours I =¢h4ll be g ad to have.

fours very truly,



THE EVENINGTELEGRAM
TORONTO.
16th April 1925,

George H, Locke,Esq.,
Chief Librarian
Toronto Public Library,
Toronto.

Dear Mr., Locke:-

I have just returned from s motor trip, which explains Why
I have not answered your letter of lMarch 1l4th relative to the
colors of the Queens Rangers.

If you can secure these for $1,000 I will be glad to supply
that amount. If lir. Simcoe insists upon a further price I think
he is exorbitant, and my offer will not hold good. Let me make
it perfectly clear that this thousand dol%grs is not to be part
of any fund, and if the colors cannof birobtained‘for that money
the offer I am now msking ‘is null and void,

Faithfully yours,

ij\f??; o LS v

IER:S . 119 St. feorge St.,



April 17th, 1923.
Irving, E. Roberison, Esq.,
119 £1. George St.,

Teronto.
Dear kr, obvertson:

Thank you very much for you:s letter of the 16th
April, received this morning, concerning the colours of the
Jueen's Rangsrs. I tried to secure them for %l,OOO.‘and I
could not, Mr. Simcoe was offered £300 for them, but I heat
him down to £275 =nd if I hadn't clesed for them =t thut amount
the colours would have gbne to an Americau.'and I certainly aid
not wsnt the colours of the Queen’'s Rangars,.one of the mcst
famous regiments in the Revolutionary War, to go to the United
States. I am sorry that you do not feel able to take care of
the matter for me, but I wm up against a situstion that cannot
be controlled by any furfher negotiationé on’my°;ért;' I already,
ﬁs’l have said, was able to get them for £25 lese than Mr. timcoe
was oifered from other personmns =nu I ald wha;{l‘fﬁgﬁéht was best

under the circumstances.

Yours very truly,



Rubrims Lot
/u» . ahins Aimitted
S N

&° 6@’9\,\ PRESIDENT'S OFFICE
‘,e\(so\’\A

Wararto
Lay 1st, 1923.

George II, Locke, Esq.,
Chief Librarian,
The Public Library of Toronto,
TOROINTO.

Dear lir. Locke:

I hope you will pardon my neglect in
not answering your letter of the 26th ultimo earlier.,
I have been out of the City.

I will be very pleased indeed to pur-
chase the Colors of The Jueen's Rangers, at 51300,00
and you can arrange to have the same shipped here,
and on their arrival it will be my pleasure to present
them to the Public Library of Toronto.

I note your wishes as to the Colors being
first delivered to the Canadian High Commissioner in
London and photographed, and 1 will leave this, and the
arrangements for the unveiling of the Colors, sntirely

in your handse. (//////
Yours sincerels
FBR/BB

Rangers and the swords presented to Governor Simcoe and I gathered

that they would likely be disposed of either in some institution



SPECIAL REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF TEE PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD CONCERNING THE ACQUISITION BY THE TORONTO
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF THE COLOURS OF THE QUEEN'S RANGERS.

In 1922 I heard through Mr. Irving Robertson that what is
known as the "Simcoe Estate" was being dispersed by sale at
Christie's in London. The present Mr. Simcoe is a "collateral"
descendant of Sir John Graves Simcoe, the first Governor of Upper
Canada and the Commander of the regiment in the Revolutionary War
in America, known as the Queen's Rangers.

[@he Queen's Rangers were the most famous regiment which fought
on the side of the British or "Loyalists™ in the Revolutionary War
of 1776. It was raised originally in New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut, and to it is attributed the turninz of the fight at
Brandywine. John Graves Simcoe was Colonel of this famous regiment
and after the treaty of peace he was made Governor of Upper Canada
and most of his regiment settled in Canadé]

I got into communication st once with Mr. Simcoe who said
that owing to heavy taxation after the Great War he was unable to
keep up the Simcoe estate at Bolford in Devonshire and it was true

that the estate haa been dispersed.

I voiced the regret of many in banada that so many articles
of historical value to us - and especially in Toronto - should have
been sold without any hotice being sent to our country. Mr. Simcoe,
however, showed quite clearly that he had no interest in the his-
torical value of the belongings of the late Governor of Upper Cansada,
He said that everything was gone except the colours of the Queen's
Rangers and the swords presented to Governor Simcoe and I gathered

that they would likely be disposed of either in some institution



-0
like the Royal United Service Institution, or be offered for sale

to the Americans who would give almost any price to possess the battle
flags of a regiment so cordially hated by them.

I wanted these colours for Canada and especially for Toronto
where we have in the Public Library such a large collection of
articles connected with the Simcoe administration. I at once entered
into negotiations wibh Mr. Simcoe and after six months' correspondence
we agreed on a price - or he fixed an absolute minimum price to which
I had to agree.

In the meantime knowledge of the existence of these colours
leaked into the newspapers in England and in Toronto and I had to
take & personal option on the colours. There was no one in sight who
was willing, so far as I could see, to purchase these colours and
present them to the Library and at one time it seemed as if I had
better take an offer which I knew would be made to me, to transfer
my interest to the University of Toronto and have the colours hang
in the new Simcoe Hall, the administration headquarters of the
University.

But one day I received a note from Frederick B. Robins, Esq.,

a gentleman whom I had never met, saying that he had an interest in
history, and especially in Canadian history, and hearing that I was
anxious to have this, perhaps the most famous war relic that ever
Canada had an opportunity of getting, he would purchase the colours
and present them if I would carry on the negotistions and complete
the deal.

This, I have been able to do, and I submit herewith the letter
of Mr., Frederick B. Robins and L would ask that a public presenta-
tion of these colours be arranged, the time to suit Mr. Robins, snd

that the matter of arrangements be left in the hands of the Chsirman

of the Board and the Chief Librsarian.



for

iday let, 1923.

®. B. Robins, Esq.,
Kent Building, |

Toronto.
Dear Mr., Robinse:

I received a message this morning from your
oecretary Miss Brooker in regard to the queetion of the colours
of the Queen's fangers. I was talking only this last week
with some people from the Archives Depsrtment at Ottawa,
nqtably with(Mr. H.F. Biggar, English and Continaﬁt&l Rgpiesent»
;aiive of iﬁé Archives, and he was perfectly asténnded thet we
had got thelOpportunity to bring the colours to this country.

He couldn't see how it was that it escaped the Ameriecan col->
lectors. He sa;d thnt the fifsf vhing we knew we wouldhhgva
the Mayor of liew fork or the Mayor:-of Boston telling us that
‘it would be a "gracious act of international courtesy if we
would restore these colours." At eny rate, we are going to
have in Toronto the colours of the legiment ithat ¢id most havoe
against the Americans during the khevolutionsry war. I wm send-
ing to you & copy of the history of the sueen's rangers, done
in short form, which history we expect to use in explaining

to the people in Englard what these colours stoou for - as well
ae the people of Csnads and the United Ststes.  we expect to

get out a special circulsar and we are hoping to also have sr=-

ticles in th: magazines,



n2-

Now, what I propose is that the High Commissioner
‘for Canada become the custodian for the colours while they are
still in England, and that he makes ar:angement whereby they are
transferred here. Then when they come here that the arrangement
be made at a suitable’time for them to be unveiled in the Publid
Refexence Library where they will be exposed under glass 80 &8 té
preserve them; and thaet the unveiling shall be done by some official
person who shall recount the history ofxfhsrﬁegiment and also the
history of the regiments of the same namé; viz: the (ueen's llangers
of the time of Simcoe's.governorship in Ontario (these were the
men who cut Yonge Stroeﬁ through??wéf the Queen's Hangers of 1837«8,

With the colours come zlso Simcoe's swords. It looks
to me like the greatest opportunity fcr‘an historical relic that
I have known in my time in Canade &3¢ [ should think that the whole
cost would be about $1,5600.

llaturally there will be an énseriptien: telling the way
in which the colours were obtsined, the name of the doner through
whose gzenerosity we were 2ble to have these colours brought to

Toronto.

Yours very truly,



- Robins Wimited

PAY PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

Waratrbn

llay 2nd, 1923,

George H. Locke, Z5q.,
Chief Librarian,
Public Library of Toronto,
TORONTO.

Dear llr. Locke:

Thenks very much for your letter
of the 1lst instant, also llemorandum Jiving par-
ticulars of the Colors of The Jueen's Rangers,
which I will read with interest, and return to
you in a few days' time. You no doudt have re-
ceived my letter of yesterday, which I trust is
satisfactory to you.

Yours sincere)s,

FBR/BB



lay 2nd, 1923.

F. B. Robins, Ksq.,

aobins Linited,
Xent Building,

Toronto.

Dear lir. Robins:
Thank you very much for . our letter received
this morning. I sh:11 teke up the matter st once ana shall

keep you aavised of the prozress we a.e naking,

Yours very iruly,






May 2md, 1923.

‘A, E, Linton £imcoe, Esq.,
Walford, near Honiten,

- Devonshire, Eng.
Dear Hr., £incoe:

Is my ﬁnderstanaing right, viz: that the
‘amount dde.yoﬁ for the colours of ihe Queen‘s'ﬁangers
owned by Governor Simcoe, which colours are in good con=
dition (and the sworde of Governor Simcoe) ie £275%
Would it be satisfactory to you if we forwarded that
‘emount to the Risht Hon. P. C. Larkin, High Commissioner
for Cansada and have him accept fromvyou‘ﬁhe duétbdy of the
colours? I have Just finally been able to Cthlete'ar-
rangements with a gentleman in the city for the amount of
‘money. ‘If, on}receipt of this, you cabfe‘me“"yes" 1 |
"shall see that the money is st once transmitted to ﬁf;

‘Larkin for youm.

Tours vory.t¥al¥e¢ ., .voe;:t the {4



May 9th, 1923,

Arthnr Beverley Baxter, Esq.,
;Bditor The London Express,
london, Eng.

Pear Baxter:

I am about to inscribe s long epistle to you.
The facts are these: First, I heard during lsst year that the
estate known aé the timcoe Estate, veing tbe'bld homestead of
ﬂ;qhnrarévqs timcoe, Commander of the Queen's dangers during the
“Rajbluiiqnéry War, and the first Govermor of Upper Canada, was
lﬁeiné di#pursed. I wrote at once to see if there waaptnvthtns'~
from the &atate which I might be able t0 get inasmuoch a8 his name
is oommemoravad in Ontario in very many ways, =8 you know, and is
.about 10 be commemorated again by his name being gliven to the
,lﬁrge new Administration building ihat is being put up at the
:University of Toronto. Then, as perhaps you know, we have a
wonderfnl collegction of Simcoe relicecs,given us by the late Mr,
John Ross lobertson,
) On making caleful inquiries I founa that practically
everything had been dispersed through Christios except the Colours
of the .ueen's Rangers and the swords of Lt. Col. Simcoe. At once
I opened up correspondence with the present owner of the Zstate
Qnd Bave. since then secured from him the option on these colours
vand the :;Qst. That hus taken us some months, and fortunately
last woek I was able to discover 8 man in Toronto Who was generous

onugh to promise me the money with which to purchase these very



valuzble hicstorical relics.

Kow, where you come into the tale is thaet these thinzs
are trgmemdously valueble., Ly Americscn friends would give
thousands of dollars to possess them, becsuse these were the colours
carried during the iLevolutionary war by the regiment of the BrLﬁish
mg£¥§§é which ¢id most to put the fear of God in the hearts of the
Revolutionists. It would be a great day in the United States when
these colours would hang in the Library of Congress or in the Col-
lection of Flags in the war Department at Washington, or would &c-
company those British flags, which, I regret to say, aire in the
Academy in Annapolis. I want these colours to be sent out to me,
but I want delivery of them to be made in London, to some one who
will sce after them cérefully for me. It is too important an
occasion to‘trustfggy ordinsry person, and therefore my thouzhts
turned to you.  The plsn that runs in my head is that these
coloars snould be turned over to you by Mr, timcoe and that you
mizht be able to make a feature of it by joininz with you the Xt. Hon.
¥r. P.C. larkin, the Canadisn Hizh Commissioner, and any other Caen-
sdians who mizht be interested on such sn o:casion. I think the
colours ouzht to be photographed, anc perhaps Ir. Clemen§ tchorter
would reproduce them in the Sphere, znd :1so some of the other editors
of other {llustrated papers might care to take then. I wouldn't
mention these things ﬁnless I knew that this was one of the most im-
portant historical relics thut ever came to Canuda.

{iow, in order that you msy know without any further
trouble just who these rongers were s«nuo what they did in the devolu-
tionury .ar, 1 am enclosing nn erticle carefully compiled by us,
which sccurstely describes thelr part in th.t great war, This has

tekan Gygood deal of time lately, becuuse we wanted it to be &b-

solutely accurate. I thought thut the best way to do w uld be to



-
send you over the whole o. tle zrticle and then you could use vhat
rarts of it you wanted for the purpocse of publicity.

when you receive .he colours trom Lr. Simcoe, will you
decide us to the safect way by which they might bLe conveyed to me.

I think you csn do that better from your cnd than I can from mine.

I shzll be responsible for all charges, of cource, tﬁat are incurred.
Ly patron has given me the money to pay ror the sctual colours, but
the rest of the money the Library will have to stand for.

I hope that I am not inflicting too much of & burden upon
you, but I thouzht thut perhaps you snd the 3t. Hon. Lord Beaverbrook
might be especially interested in this historical event and that ’
you might find time to carry through the details for me. It would
indeed give me very great pleasure to come over to England and see
after these things myself, but personally, I see no chances of my
being able to afford it this.yeér. I am in 3w specisl hurry sbout
baving the colours sent, tut I thought that if, on receipt of this
letter, this proposal appeals to you, I would like you to eable
"yes" and then I shall write to Mr. Simcoe at once and give him
the orders in regard to communicating with you.

Now, you know perfectly we.l that if it is nnt convenient
for you to do this simply cable me "no" snd then you csn write\me
the explmnstion afterwards. I don't want to put upon you angthing
more than you feel you can take care of, nowing ss I do the many
duties that come to ydu in your exacting work, but I felt that i
perhaps you might be aﬁle to squeeze this in inasmuch use it seems
to be such sn extremely impoxtant historicul event so far us we
are concerned.

Tours very truly,






PEREONAL May 23rd, 1923.

F. 5, Robins, Xsq.,
Lessrs, iobins, Lté.,
Kent Building,

Toronto, .
Dear Lir, Zobins:

I have just hesrd from Lr. Arthur beverley
Baxter, the Zditor of ﬁhe London Teily Express, and assistant
to Lord Beaverbrook, thet he will receive for me, from Simcoe,
the colours and the swords, and that‘he will bring them over
with him during the summef so that whey will be safely landed
here. I shall write hin this week &nd explain to him how
much I em indebted, and how much Csnads is indebted to him
for your generosity in providing th.t this wonderful historiesl
gift should come here, and I expect that due publieity will
ne given it in the Znglish pcopers.

Ve shall have our znnouncements this fall
and the formal dedication and »nrescntation of the eolours.
I have not ssaid anythinz to my Board about it yet becasuse I
did not wish to have the edzs taken off the surpvice o d
pleasure by too premature an announcement. If you will send
me s cheque at your plessure for .1,300. I will have it
transferreu to my sgent in Lendon, cnd the same amount will
bs paid over on receipt of tiue colcurs. I will zversntee

ta. t personally. ss well g officially.,
Yours very truly,
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Robins Tmiten
PRESIDENT’'S OFFICE
Toronta
/J
June 4th, 1923.
Personal

George H, Locke, Esq.,

Chief Librarian,
Toronto Public Library,

TORONTO,

Dear Mr., Locke:

I am in receipt of your letter of
the 23rd ultimo. I would have answered your letter
earlier, but I was out of town a few days and since
my return have been confined to the house for about
a week with aslight illness, 1 expect, however, to
be at my office in o few days time, and will forward
you cheque for ,;1300,00,

Yours very trul

FBR/BB



June 6th, 1923,

Lessre., C...Cazenove - Jon,
12-13 Henriettu £t.,
Ccvent fGerden,

London, fung,
Gentlemen:

This will authorize you to see !'r. Arthur
reverley daxtér, Lditor of The London LXpress, und a.srange
with him whereby you will honcur his re uisition for £275,
which money he is to pay to lr. A.Il. Linton vincoe, of
walford, neai Honiten, Tevonshire, in rsturn for delivering
to Lr, Baxter the flags of the Jueen's Lengers und the swords

of John Graves Cimcoe, formerly Li.-Gov. of Upper Canadu,

Yfours vcry truly,



June 6th, 1923,

A. H. Linton fimcoe,
Wglford, near Honiton,

Devonshire, Eng.
Deur lir. Simeoe:

At last everythiné is in order, snd I
want to tell you how much I appreciate your kindness in this
matter. I have written to-day to llr, Arthur Bsverley Baxter,
the Editor of The London Express, who has kindly consented
to receive from you the flags of the susen's .argers and the
swords of John Graveé Simeoe. I ﬁave written to my sgents
in London, 'lessrs., C,T.Cazenove & tfon, 12-13 Henrietta St.,
Covent Garden, authorizing them to see lr, arthur Beverley
Baxter end to arrange with him for the pasyment of 1275 to
you,%p return for you delivering to lir. Baxter the flags
and the swords.

1i111 you allow me to szy to you how
much I personally arpreciate your kindness in this matter,
ena I hope to make special reference to it in the Autumn
" of the year when these flags will be properly presented and
pdnged in the Public rneference Library of the City of Toronto.

I am serding you a copy of .-ur latest
report, by which you will understund so:e of our work in

this, the largest Publiec Library in Cunada.

Yours very truly,



June 6th, 1923.

Arthur ceverley Laxter, Lsq.,
Lditor, rhe London Ixpress,

London, Lng.
Lear Luxter:

uell,fmatters have ccle now to a heud!l
kr. A, H, Linton uimc§e of walford, neur Honiton, Ievonshire,
England, is in possession, as you know, of the [lazs of the
wueen': Langers und the swords of Lt.-Gem. £imcoe, Be is
willing to transfer these to the Toronto Eﬁblic Library,
through the Chief Librarian, for the sum ol Z275. as I
wrcte you in u former letter, these cre extremsly valuable.
I should think thst they are the most interesting historical
relic ever sent over to Canade, wnd they wre of untold value
co far as the A-ericans @ie concerned. I don't know that
rleaced nie more in ¢ historical sense thun to k.ve !ept these
flags from goirg to the United otates. I un v2iting to
my «cents in London, l'essru. C.r.Cazenove ° Lon, 12-13 Tenrietta
‘4., Covent G:rden, suthorizing then to ray, throu-h you, the
swy of 270 to . Tinton circoe, rn ﬁhe delivery to you by
him ox thece flugs und swords of .t.-uem. .ir.coe.

I |preci te veiry much ,ou., kinuness in
this mutter, cnu I sccept, rith thonle, yous orf.r to biing
theu overs with youa vhen j:u rrme to Crivda in 2w ulLte. )

fo:r the publicity vhich you m.; sze it to zive to this
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matter, I shall leave th.t entively in y.ur hands, .ut I
think 1t is worth while 'rinzinz 1t to the notice of the .nglish
.;cople. In this connection I went to s.y that I shull ap-
preciute il you will arnounce that the ac,uisition of these
flugs has been made possible through the generosity of Frederick
B, fobins, Ls8q. of the City of Toronto, who is interested in
historical matters. Perhaps you remember l[obins: he is 8
deal Lstate man in the City, and when he found thut I wunted
the flags snd that I would liksly have diificulty in raising
the money in this city (which is not particularly interested in
ideals) he offered to furnish the money, aﬁd I tell you, I
appreciate it very much, I am writing to-day‘to ir. Simcce,
telling hi. of whattl have written to you, and I will write
to=-day to Cazenove and authorize them to see you and arrange
for the payment of the moneye.

Agein, I wish to sujSke. mueh I apprecicte your
kind offices in this mastter. Give my kxind regaris to P.0.D.

when you see him.

fours very truly,



& pe ~(T+ pe
s Ruobins Winmiten
&§§9) PRESIDENT'S OFFICE
o
0 Caronto

Personal
June 20th, 1923,

George He Locke, Esqe,
Chief Librarian,
The Public Library of Toronto,
TORONTO,

My Dear Sir:

1l enclose you herewith my cheque for
Thirteen hundred dollars ($1300.,00) being the
amount, as 1 understand it, necessary for the
purchase of the Simcoe Colours and Swords. I will
leave the matter of arranging the presentation, etce.
in your hands.

Kindly acknowledge receipt of the en-
closed cheque.

Yours very truly,

FBR/BB
ENCL .



June 22nd, 1923.

Arthur Beverley laxter, Lsq,,
Editorial Office,
The London Lxpress,

London, Eng.
Dear Baxter:

Zverything is now conpleted at ocur end. I re=-
ceived from lir. rrederick 3. i0bina this morning a cheque
covering the ecmount of £275 cnd thsrefore the money trcnsace-
tion from this end is completed. It was with grect pleasure
that I heard you wemdd try to bringz the coloure over with you
whén you come across in August. I shall be awey at Lhe
tine, but I chall leave orders so that they will be deposited
by you in our safety vaults, It is altogether likely thst
the dedication and unvelling of the colours will be held later
in the Autumn and I hope that on thut occasion you will allow
me to say in public how much I appreciate your kineness in
this mattere. Please do not forget in your ummouncements in
Lnglsnd to give klr. Frederick B. Robins ciedit for his gen-

erosity and his interest, becauze these men are all too few,

Yours very truly,



June 22nd, 1923.

Frederick B, Lobins, Bsq.,
Kent Builoing,

Toronto.
Dezr lr, .obins:

I have Just received your letter of June 20th,
enclosing chegue for 1,300., being the amount necessury for
the purchase of the colours of the (ueen's sangers, the famous
hegiment which fouzht on the British side in the American
Levolutionary War, and which wss commanded by John sraves Simecoe,
afterwzurds FirstGovernorof Upper Canada, Along with these
colours slso are the swords belonginz to Simcoe. I have made
arrangemeﬁts with llr, Arthur Deverley Daxter of the London
Express to have-the colours turned over to him, ¢nd have agked
him to maks sn arnouncement in England that it is through your
generosity and interest thst we have been enabled to got thess
precious historical relics in Cunada.. He intends to bring
~ the eolours over with him when he comes up on & mission for Lord
Beaverbrook in sugust, They will bc -then deposited in a vuult
until I return, and I shzll then rizke piepurations Jor the pro-
per unveilinz of them in the Public Library cometime duiing the
Autumn months. Jefore these urrange.en o are wade I shall do
my.21f tbé honour and pleasure of callinz upon you und laying
before you all the matters comnected thererith. In the me.n-

time may I suy how much I tpyreciate your Teat kindness in ihis

matter, Yours very .ruly,
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June 23rd, 1923.

Geo. He Locke, Esqg,,
Chief Librarian,
Public Library of Toronto,
TORONTO,

Dear Mr. Locke:

I am in receipt of
your letter of the 22nd instant.
Thanks very much for the information
regarding the flagse. 1 will leave
this matter for you to. handle in the
manner you see fit,.

FBR/BB




Mnou EXPRESS NEWSPAPER LT?

TELEPHONE: LR
R Pttt "EXPRESS FLEET LONDON"

o Che Sundap Cxpress

8, SHOE LANE,
FLEeT ST., LONDON,

E.C. 4.

28th June, 1923.

My dear Mr. Locke,

Things have happened with rather s rush over here.
Your friend Simcoe, who is not a particularly imposing
specimen and whom, I gather, gezes rather constantly upon
the whisky when it is yellow, shipped the flags and swords
to your agents and arrived at the same time as them.
I went to inspect them, found them O. XK. and authorised
the payment of the cheque. I then telephoned lMr. Larkin,
who sent for the relics and took them to his office.
Simcoe, however, had disappeared from town. I gent him =
telegram, asking him to meet Mr. Larkin and myself thisg
morning, but I received a wire that it was impossible and
that he would write. In the circumstances, I will not be
able to get Simcoe and Larkin together until about July 5th.
I shall have them photographed with the flags, etc., etc.
Incidentally, the swords are beautiful things.

I now find that it will be essential for me to go home
via New York and therefore I think it would be best for the
HIgh Commissioner's office to forward the things to you direct.
The process of getting them through the United States would
be altogether too complicated. This 1s all I have to report
to you at the present momentm except that Mr. Larkin has been
very nice indeed and has showed every desire to rit into our

plans.
wita kind regards,

I remain, e
mesfmxmm@y T

a9
a, . ,&‘L’M’/{é‘/} BIEA S
MANAGING EDITGh . i

G. H. Locke, ksq.,
The Public Library of Toronto.



14th July, 1923,

A. Beverley Buxter, Esq.,
The Luncay ixpress,

8 Lhoe Lane,

Flcet Ltreet,

London, E.C.4., 5nzland.

Lear Lr. Laxter:

You are a trump! 1 knew you would rue mc through
and I appreciate ever so much your letter of 384h June whizh I have
Just received because I was cut at the Onitario Hiustoricul iscociation
and wus taken tuddenly 1l1l. I have been on ry %uc.. for ten cuays;
however, [ em moving around once more. I am Soinz “o ctert  ast
nsrt weelk and spend August in Red veer, ilberta.

You Go not know how nuch I cpprccicte jour kindnes:
in this matter =nc 1 hope 1 will huve u chancs .. t21) jou =orie of
these dayse I um not cure whether I will bs here to nee you before
you go back to Englend, dbut you know how I feel clout it. I have
written to kr. Lerkin,

with very kinu rogards.

1ours very truly,



14th July, 1923,

hight Hone P.C. .lurkin,
High Commissioner for Canada to Great orituin,

London, knglend,

Dear lLir. Larkin:

Lir. A. Beverley Baxter of the ‘unday sxpress has
told me how kinc you were in co-nparatin: with him in trying to get
settled [or me thot gret mattsr of the lusen's .unzers Colours.

I am sorry that you hsd te be bothevred about i%t., .hen I first took
up negoviations for these very valunhle h{storical relics I thouzht

I woula write to you ubecut it, unc then I recollected thz thourand
things you h.ve to do, an I relented. «s & ratter of fuet I wrote
>to sutherford but founc that he hed left your cervice an. come buch.
here, then I thouzht that I woul. brirz in Drxtcr =nd ses if he would
noi clear up for re all the nrelimincry troublss., He has now written
to me that the thin-» is completed.and that you huve the flass wnd
swords, anc that hc conciders it a.viscble for you tn forwardsthem

to us. I &zree with him. He hed intended t briny them buck vith

- him, but he finds it necessary to comz by way of uew York.

The matter has been & very troublescme one but I
believe it hus been worth it, 7T thinlz it is the mo~t iiportunt
histericsl relic that hoe com: to Cincdu for o generution. The
Gueen's iangers in the _evolutionary or were ths 09t (istinguished

!

that fought on the ’ritich side, tn ~hea T think of th~ 3lee 1'ith
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Awhich the United States Historicul Commissions would chortle if they
could get possession of these, I congratulate ourselves on having
them come to the city with which Simcoe wass perheps more detively
identified than any other, and may I say thut I sppreciate to the
full the oren handed generosity of Fredeviek B. Lobkins of this city.
He hearc that I was arxious to gef these Limcoe relics. I do not
knew the ran persenally snd yet he called me up asnd ssid that if I
failed to get the money anywhere else (and I did) just to let him
knbw.and he woulu see me safely through. I think you will agree
with me thut thic sort of generosity does not oceur too often in
life, snd I am anxious that he shoulc get eredit for his thoughtfule
nese s wWell as his contributional monsy towards this very decirsble
end;

In the meantime let me agzein thunk you for your kindness

and interest in the matter.

Yours ver, trudi

eA



¢ IE & TELEGRAPH ADDRESS,
-OMINION] LONDON.
rELEPHONE N» GERRARD 3917.

KINNAIRD HOUSE,

IN ANY YURTHER COMMUNICATION

ON T4i8 SLULJECT, PLEASE QUOTE PALL MALL EAST,

DOk, S.W. I.
OFFICE oF THE EOINBIOIS

'7\66
ANDADDRESSS’QTEA‘ .
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
THE SECRETARY. CANANA 1st August 1923,
A Y

Dear Sir,

Your letter of the 14th ultimo arrived just after
Mr. Larkin's departure on a visit to Canada and I am therefore
acknowledging it on his behalf,

Mr. Beverley Baxter of "The Sunday Express" had been
in communication with the High Commissioner and arrangements
were made for the delivery to this Office by Messrs. Cazenove &
Son of the two flags belonging to the Queen's Rangers and the
two Swords of John Graves Simcee which had been obtained from
Mr. A.H., Linton Simcoe, through the generosity of lMr. Frederick
B. Robins of Toronto.

It was at first thodght desirable that Mre. Linton
Simece should hand the relics over to the High Commissioner
formally but as no opportunity presented itself for this to be
done, the flags and swords have been despatched to your address
per Canadian National Rallways. I trust they will reach you in
good shape as your Agents here had them packed in strong wooden
boxes before handing them over.

Yours faithfully,

George H. Locke, Esqre., . ,
The Public Library of Toronto, /fiz&ua4«(ﬂ.___,
Toronto,

Canada. Secretary.
BL/H



Hovember 27th, 1923.

F. B. Robins, Esqg.,
Robins (England), Limited,
14 Hanover Square,

London, vw. 1.
Dear lr. iHobins:

I am sorry to have cisturbed you by the cable
mecsages which you will have received fro your tecretary, but
I was much sstonished when in calling up your tecretary in order
thut I might make an appointment with you, I found that you
had left the city and would not te back until liurch. As I
intimated to you in my former letter, I intended to get every
detsil settled before I laid the matter before you snd there
was one detail which held us back for t.o or three weeks, which
was only completed yesterday. I wantou the ceremony to be
sbsolutely complete :nd e needed this one cetail. The noment
I zot thut I called up your office with the result ib tndicated.
Under the circumstsnces I see nothing to do except to rostponse
the c;remony until your return. In the meantime <o th.t you
will see how well our arrangements were carried out, 1 sm send-
ing you by concurrent post a cory of the pumphlet which we

hud proposed to distribute upon the occasion, tna which now we

have packed away anc shall nmot rut into circulution until after
the cerem.ny has tuken place.

Yours very truly,



HovembLar 27th, 1923.

Dr. .. B. Orr,
310 noncesvalles Ave.,

Toronto.
Lear Dr. Orrxr:

I had everything in connection with 1.e
Simeoe flags ready to lay before you, with the excevtion cf
finding out when it woul. suit lir. Zobins. I telephoned
his tecretary so as to make 2n avpointment with him :nd found
that he hud left town the First of November snd would not be
back until Lliarch, therefore under the circumstances I cannot
see that t.eie is anything further to do except Just to post-
porue everything. It seems too bud after we have all the

srrangzements mude, but I see no other way out of it.

Youss very truly,



TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS:

NTAROBIN, WESDO,LONDON.

TELEPHONE;
MAYPAIR 363.

CABLE ADDRESS,
ROBINSLIM.

CoODES;
A.B.C. STY EDITION aND
MAC NEILS (1908).

Robing (@t Timited.

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY.

74,/}0;/

HEAD OFFICE,
TORONTO, CANADA.
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0%%/0”’ w7 10th Decamber, /Q 23.

G‘OHQLOOKQ, ESQ.,
The Public Library of Toronto,
Toronto.

Dear lMre. Locks,

I am in receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimoe I am
sorry I did not telephone you before leaving Toronto, as I expect to be
hare wmtil April.

Would it not be well for you to go on with your arrange=-
ments and my daughter Mrs. XK.Fe.lacLaren, I am sure, would be glad to
pregent the Simcoe colours.

In fact I would like very much to have her do this, if it
would be satisfactory to her, which I think 1t would be, and also satis-

factory to you.
Yours Sim%




Tecorhor 1%th, 1923,

lucisn racaud, Hsg.,
Office of the Hish Commissioner for Canada,
Kinnerd House,

Pall Mall East, Tontcn, S.Y.le
Dear Mr. Pacaund:

You were gind enougn to wri-e me on the 1st
of Auguet, 3elllng me abuvat recoeiving tho flazs snd swordas
of Governor Limcoe, ané how that you hal sent nhem by the y
anadian sdationel Railway to vs. L assﬁre you that we ap-
preeiate very much your kinduevs in this regavd, whieh kinde
nesg f hope was3 acknowleaged by the tecretary-Tiesgurer of
f“Eha Library anrd, Lre t.i, Caswsll. Trhe contents srrived
he.ae in first-claes conditiou. we axmected to have a formal
presentetior of them, tut unfortunately Mr. P,B. lobins went
over to vieit his Fuglund office snd is etayirg there now
until the Epring.
; J ageure you we appreciate very much gour

‘interest and the interest of the Right Hon. kr. Larkin in

having these things sent to us.

Yours very touly,



January 24th, 1924.
Col. Alexaender Fraser, ILL.D.,
Parlisment Buildings,

Toronto.
Dear Col. Fraser:

I have been so fortunate as to become the pos~
sessor of the colours of the Queen's fLangers, carrised through
the Levolutionary war. These Rangers, as you will reisember,
were under the leadership of Col. John Graves Simcoe. I have
been negotiating for these colours for nearly two years and in
the end was successful through the liberality and interest of
a gentleman in the City of Toronto. The colours are . here and
the Chairman of the Public Library Board and I are anxious that
& formal presentation of them should be mede on Thursday,
February 7th, at 4,30 in the afternoon, in the Public heference
Library Building, and on his 5eha1f a8 well as on my own I sm
writing to you to ask whether it be possible for me to call
upon His Honpur Lir. Cockshutt, the Lieutenant-Governor of
Ontario to ask him if on thst occasion he would rreside, It
is proposed that the ceremony should be a very simple one, oc-
curring sbout 4.20 with the presentation of the colours by l.r.
Xermeth ilcLsren on behslf of Iir. F.%. Lobins who was tue wonor
of the money vith which the colours were purchased, unu that
on thut occasion liajor Grant of Upper Cunada College would
deliver s short address. The whole p:roceedinzs to take perhans

an hour, If you will let me xnow if His Honour would receive
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me in regard to the matter I shall be glad to call upon him and
lay the matter formally bvefore him.

Ycurs very truly,



Junuary 256th, 1928.
Prineipal %. L. Grant, IL.T.,
Upper Canada College,

Toronto.
Dear Grant:

At last after many attempts we have decided to
clesr up the matter of the colours of the Jueen's lLangers,
end on the aftzrnoon of Thursdsy, February 7th, in the listorical
roomg of the Public neferénce Library, we shall have the colours
presented by ilir. Kenneth kcLuren on behalf of Mr.'Frederick B.
robins, the donor, &«nd on that occasion I want you to muake a
short &sddrecsg on elther the significance of the colours oX the
history of the Jueen's Rangers, or anything that you think suits
the occasion. You will be the only speaker and the rest of the
pregramme will be the formal presentation of the colours to the

Chairman of the “ublic Library Bosard.

Yours very truly,



2nd Pebruary, 1924.

Hon. Mr. Cockshutt,
Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario,
Government House,

Toronto.

Dear Mr. Cockshutt:

Colonel Fraser has conveyed to me the news that
you have consented to take the chaif on the oocasion of the presen-
tation of the Colours of‘the <ueen's Langers of the Public Library
- 0f Toronto on the afterncon of Thursday the 7th of Iebruary at the
hour of 4,30, in the Public Reference Library building on the corner
of College and St. George Streets.

The ceremony on that ocecasion will be very sim-
ple. Dr. K.B. Orr, the Archaeologist of the Provincial luseum of
Ontario,, and who has been this year Chairman of the Board, will be
present to receive on behalf of the Board these Colours, which will
be prisented by !r. Xenneth F. llacLaren, son-in-law of !r. Frederick
B. Kobins, and who, in the absgnce of Iir. Robins abroad, will repre-
sent him on this occasion. after the Colours have been formally
handed over !{fajor . .L. Grant, Principal of Uprper Canada College will
~give a short address lasting rossibly twenty minutes, upon the signi-
ficance of this regiment. «fter this the Colours will be displayed
for inspection, and I am hoping that we shall have 4 short time for

tes,

50 far as you are concerned the words you wish
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to say as chalrman will naturally be entirely st your own discretion.
The one thing about this mhole matter that is outstanding is the
fact that we have in Toronto a gentleman who is interested cnough in
preserving the early history of our country, to give this substantial
sum to enable.us to get these Colours, and especially to prevent
them from falling into the hands of some !fuseum in the United States.
I must confess that I was very much afraid that this might hsappen,
and I had some qualms that some day after they had been displayed in
the [luseum, or in some public place in that country, the legend
might grow up that the rforces o¢f the United Staetes had captured these
Colours in battle in the war of the imerican Revolution. Ctranger
tales than this have often developed on s wmuch slighter foundation.
May I just say here that reople over there have heard that I have
the option of these Colours, and the offers I have had to diepose of
then are very alluring so far =2s money is concerned, but my suggestion
to them was that they should come to look at these Colours in waat
was really the proper home for them.

I »m sending by concurrent post a copy of the pamphlet

giving the history of the ‘ueen's Rangers.

. Yours very truly,



PHONE 442 WESTON % Factory, Yard and Office :

ON
JUNCTIONER  £401. W.  Weston 402. RUTHERFORD AVENUE

MOUNT DENNIS LUMBER CO.

Manufacturers and Dealers in
ROUGH AND DRESSED LUMBER, SASH, DOORS, MOULDING, COLUMNS,
BEAVER BOARD, BRANTFORD SHINGLES, READY ROOFING,
AND BUILDING PAPER.

Rutherford Avenue,
MOUNT DENNIS,-Pebruary» 8thv1924J92—

Dr. Go He Iocke.
Chief Iibrarian.

Toxronto.

Dear Sir,

On behalf of Lieutenant Colonel J. M. Gibson. D.S.0., Officer
Commanding, 1st. Battalion, The York Rangers Regiment, I had the
privelege of attending, as representing the regiment, the interesting
gathering at the Public Library, yesterday, on the occasion of the
presentation of the colours of the "Queens Rangers" to the City of
Toronto.

I regret that I did not have the opportunity of making myself
known to you, having to leave immediately after the ceremony, but I
brought away one of the books which you kindly offered these attending,
the reading of which I have exceedingly enjoyed.

I had occasion early in the past year to write a short article
for a local publication, on the history and record of the regiment
to which I belong, and I have in consequence found your publication
on "The Queens Rangers" most interesting and valuable.

I am writing therefore to ask if it is possible for me to
obtain two or three copies in addition, one of which Lieut-Col.,

Gibson has asked me to obtain for him, and the others I wish to place
on the tables of the regimental mess, 5in Toronto and in Mount Dennis.

I shall be very glad to defray the cost of same, 1f allowed,
and desire to thank you for the opportunity of attending the ceremony
of yesterday and for the welcome so k#ndly extended by yourself and

Staff.
Thanking you in anticipation,
I am, Sir,
Yours very truly,

Lieutenant,
lst. Battalion. The York Rangers Regiment.
Mount Dennis.

Phone. Junction 6401, W.



11th February, 1924.

dr. Frederick B. Kobins,
llessrs, Robins (Ehgland) Ltd.,
14 Hanover Square,

London, W.L, “ngland.

Dear !ir. Robins:
On Thursday, the seventh of February, =ccording to
our announcenent, (& copy of whibh was sent you) the Colours of

the Tueen's Rangers were presented to the Public Library by Mr.

fenneth B. llacLaren, acting on your behslf. "e sent out invitations

to the nilitary and to people who were interested in history, and in

all about 125 were present with the Lieutenant-Governor in the
chair. Aemilius Jarvis, whose great-grandfather was in the
Rangers, one of the ‘emittboys whose great-great-grandfather was
in the Rangers, as well as a number of others whose names are
connected with this famous regiment. Col. Borden was present in
full military as was Capt. illickle, and the Colour Party from the
fort to formally present the Colours. Altogether it was a very
pleasang occasion, and the staff of the Library served tea after-
wards, so that the people stayed for an hour or two beyond their
time talking about the event.

In all the newspapers of the city publicity was
given, copies of which have no doubt been sent you by your office.
4 copy of the book which we issued concerning the "ueen's Rangers

(a copy of which was sent you) was given to each person present
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and other copies hsave been pretty widely distributed. If you
have a nunmber of friends in ¥ngland to whom you would like copies
sent I will be glad to do so, if you will semd .ae a list of their
names. '

I am sending you a copy of the photograph of the Colours
and of the 8words, and it may be that some of the illustrated papers
would like to reproduce these, inasmuch as there are no Colours on
this Cohtinent so o0ld as these, so far as I know. Any information
regarding tﬁem can be had in the pamphlet.

I would like you to Xnow that Hr. MacLaren performed his
duties excellently. 0f course we were very much disappointed that
Mrs. llacLaren was not well enough to do it, but he certainly proved
an excellent substitute. The Colours are now hanging over the
great staircase in the Reference Library and people are coming in
greét numbers to see then,

with very kind rcgards,

Yours sincerely,
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april 10th, 1924,

Mr. «illoughhv P, Cole,
116 Bighfiels lane,

Scuthampton, Eng.

Dear &ir:

Thank you very much for your letter of Kareh
27th,

=t

copreciste your intersst in my endesvours to
follow up the Bimcoe mnalters, snd L1f 1 can we of &ny sere

vice to you in any wey, please eormund ne.

lours very iruly,



®. T. Barck
748 S3t. Johms Jlace
Brooklyn, N. 7[2
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12th ipril, 1924.

Oscar I. larck, !'sq.,
748 Ct. Johns Place,

‘rooklyn, H.Y.

Dear lr, Barci:
Yhani you very .aueh for your letter of April 10th.
I am very nuch interested in what you have Lo say sbout the .Jueen's
hangers. I shuall appreciate very much the photograph you mention
4nd 1f you can tell me where I can get information in regard to
thea sueh as you indicate in your letter I shall be greatly rleasei
because I want to follow the matter up.
Ferhaps the notice in the 4imerican -istorical
Review sald nothing about the fact that I huve the GColours of the
ueen's Kangers - the llegimentasl rflag and the .ing's Colours -
.now hanglng over the staircase in the vig leference Library here.
You might be interested alsgo to know that a man showed me the other
day the powder horan carried by rogers of the Logers Rangers with
the date of 17565 scratched on it snd a seam along the side where
a bullet had ploughed its way, wnich fact is recorded in nistory.
I am sending you with my compliments a copy of

the pamphlet on the jueen's Rangers,

Youre very truly,



larch 4, 1929

Ir,J.,H, Dertram,
Collector of Customs,
Toronto,

Pear Ilr, Lertran:=

~one years ago I discovered that in the llanor Iouse of
a descernddnt of Governor Cimcoe there were ihe battle flags carried
throughout the .merican iievolution by the Simcoe Rangers, of which
cimcoe at the time was Colonel. .hen, at the end of the war,
Cimeoe was appointed Governor of Upper Canada the repiment vas
disbanded, and as was the custom of these days the Colours weit
with the Colonel. They had remained in the Simcoe family from
that time until within the last few years when I discovered them.

The limcoe Istate fell on evil times.and the contentcoss?
the llanor liouse were sold at Christie's in London. I ot an option
on the flags because they belonged to the ueen's longers, and be-
cause they belonged to a regiment of which the Governor of Upper
Canada, who also founded Toronto, was the Colomel, and because they
are the only British Colours that were not surrendered to the .meri-
can forces at York Towm in the Hevolutionary ‘ar,

The noney for this was fortunately provided by Colonel
Robins, and the Colours have hung for some years in the —.eference
Library. They were in very poor conditior and I found out that
they could be repaired in the 0ld Country by the Foyal School of
lleedlework, one of thelr specialiies being the repairing of battle
colours. I hod these Colours sent to the llonowrable .,C. Larkin,
the Canadian Iigh Cormissioner, who was very mmeh interested in
the ratter. Ile had them delivered to the Iioyal Cchool of ileedle-
work, and now I have his letter saying they are sendin~ them lack.

The Colours are now in the City at the Customs I"ouse,
and we have been asked to furnish proof that they have not just
been purchased and that they ore not liable to duty. I am there-
fore sendin; you this lctter, supplemcentin~ the documents vhiieh I
have already submitted, so that you will have the history ol the
Colours and what has happened to them. They are wvaluable colours
in ..merica, they have already cntered Canada and been sent baeck
to lngland, and are now bein~ returned to me with, I hope, some
additional thread on them so as to enalle them to told to -ctlcr,

Tours very truly,



7th Octoler, 1C3

Jo We Soners, 2SGey OoBelley
City Clerk,

City Hall,

Torontoe.

Dear ir. Somers,

"T teg to thank you for your lctter
of Gclober 6ta waich I will plice before the Toronto
Public Library Bourd at the earliest opportunity.

Tour- .ineczrely,

Clief Eibrariun



JAMES W. SOMERS.O.B.E. . CITY OF TORONTO
CITY CLERK )

CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT

CITY HALL

TORONTQ 2.CANADA

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CITY CLERK

October 6th, 1939.

Charles R. Sanderson, Esquire,
Chief Librarian, Toronto Public Library,
College and St. George Streets,

Toronto.
Dear lMr. Sanderson:

In reference to the Queen's Rangers Regiment's
original colours now deposited in the Toronto Public Library,
I am enclosing herewith a communication received from Lieut.-
Colonel Merrick, Officer Coamnanding Queen's York Rangers,
which speaks for itself, and would ask that the same be
submitted to your Board at an early date.

I think the proposition contained in Colonel
Merrick's letter is a very good one.

I have also sent a copy of Colonel Merrick's letter
to His Vorshi» the Mayor, Jho will likely attend the meeting of
the Board in reference thereto.

Yours truly,

ftpdysmirr

_—"  City Clerk.
Encloswre

V.



IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Reantnens,of Ratianal Beenes o1 con Regiment ) (16 )

Fort York Armoury, Toronto, Ontario.

CANADA

................... S5th, Octe 1939, 19.

JeW.Somers, LsSq., 0+B.E.,
City Clerk,

City Hell,

Toronto, Ont.,

Dear Sir:~

We understand the original Regimental Colours
of The Queens Rangers Regiment were purchased by Dr. Locke
and deposited in the Toronto Public Library as part of a
collection of material concerning Simcoe. Carrying on the
Regiment of Queens Rangers we are naturally very much
interested in Simcoe and all that pertains to him and the
0ld Queens Rangers.

We would very much like to obtain the Colours
mentioned for our Hegiment, for as it stands to-day the
flags will deteriorate in the course of time. Our desire
is to put them in hermetically sealed cases in our Officers
Mess, which will preserve them.

Sir Harold Harmsworth has lately become our
Honorary Lieutenant-colonel and he, as you know, spent a
large amount of money in purchasing the estate of Simcoe
in Englend, which was in & rather dilapidated condition,
and putting it into a state of preservation. I am quite
sure that if these Colours could be procured, perhaps
on loan from the Library Board in order that they could be
preserved in our Officers Mess, that it would not only give
rleasure to the Officers and members of the Regiment, but
they would consider it an honour to preserve these for all
time. If you, Sir, could &pproach the Library Board on our
behalf for the permanent loan of these Colours we would
appreciate it very much indeed.

You tru}y,

.

(
(ReUeMerrick) Lt-Colonel
Cmdg. Qo Y. R&ng. (MG)O

NAT. DEF. B. 440
175M—4-39

H.Q. 1772—39—707



«nd Scptewber, 1034

Jde We Souers, Esqe, QeElL.,
City Clerk,

City Hall,

Toronto, <«

Dear lr. Somecrs,

I bteg to thank you for your letter of
Cepteuber lste

The stutemsnt that the Quecn's Run;ers
Tegimental Colors were deposited h-re for 8 .[e¢ “ecpin,
is not reully 'a stutement of the situation. Actually
thicy are owned and possessed by the Toronto Public Litrary
Doarde

It lecanc known to my predeccosor, ire Locke,
in the year 19L3 that tlese colors were for sule. ile entered
into ne_otistions for their purchise and throu h his cifortas,
backed by outcice finuncial ussistance wiidieh he sceured, tise
purchase wus o.Tected and the colors wuore m.de purt of tlo
Toronto Public Library collection or lhistoricul materiul
concerninig, Simcoe and public alfuirs in C.nudae Ve ulso
possess Oimcoe's military swords.

I am tulzing your letter us intcnded to Lo a
personal cnyuirye IF I aw in ervor in t.is und if you wish
the matter to be subwitted to tlie Publie Library IJourd I shull
be grateful if you will so inlorm mce.

Yours sincerely,

C.ief Liirrian



JAMES W. SOM ERS.O.B.E.‘ . CITY OF TORONTO
CITY CLERK S 2 ’
CITY CLERKS DEPARTMENT

CITY HALL

TORONTO 2,CANADA

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CITY CLERK

September 1lst, 1939.

C. R. Sanderson, Esquire,
Chief Librbarian, Toronto Public Library,
College and St. George Streets,
Toronto.
Dear Mr. Sanderson:

I understand that the Queen's Rangers
Regimental Colors were deposited in your buildine for safe-
keeping.

Have you any record regarding the deposit
of these Colors and how they came to be placed in your building?
Is there any regulation regarding them?

We have been asked to have them released in order
that they may be placed in the Queen's Rangers Armouries, Officers!
Mess, where they will be properly cared for.

Awating your reply,

Yonrs faithfully

City Clerk.



Copied from the Minutes of the Libraries and Fi
November 6, 1923. n nance Committee,

"The Chief Librarian presented a special report
goncerning the acquisition by the Library of the

Colors of the Queen's Rangers of Revolutionary

fame, through the generosity of Frederick B. Robins,Esq.,
who had furnished the $1300.00 required to effect the
purchase. He recommended that a public presentation

of these Colors be arranged at a time to suit

Mr. Robins, and that arrangements for such a

ceremony be left in the hands of the Chairman

of the Board and the Chief Librarian.

Moved by Mr. Banton,
Seconded by Mr. Self,~-cccccccmmmnccccccccccana- and
Resolved, That the special report of the
Chief Librarian be adopted."

Special Report to the Members of the Publiec Library Board
concerning the acquisition by The Toronto Public Library of
the Colours of the Queents Rangers,

"In 1922 I heard through Mr. Irving Robertson
that what is known as the 'Simcoe Estate' was being dispersed
by sale at Christie's in London. The present Mr. Simcoe is
a 'collateral' descendant of Sir John Graves Simeoe, the
first Governor of Upper Canada and the Commander of the
regiment in the Revolutionary War in America, known as the

Queen's Rgngers.

"The Queen's Rangers were the most famous regiment
which fought on the side of the British or 'Loyalists' in
the Revolutionary War of 1776. It was raised originally in
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut, and to it is attributed
the turning of the fight at Brandywine. John Graves Simcoe
was Colonel of this famous regiment and after the treaty of
peace he was made Governor of Upper Canada and most of his

regiment settled in Canada.

"] got into communication at once with Mr. Simcoe
who said that owing to heavy taxation after the Great War he
unable to keep up the Simcoe estate at Holford in Devonshire
and it was true that the estate had been dispersed.
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Special Report, etc.(continued)

"I voiced the regret of many in Canada that So ma
articles of historical value to us -ngnd especially in Toroggo-
should have been sold without any notice being sent to our
country. Mr, Sigcoe, however, showed quite clearly that he
had no interest in the historical value of the belongings of
the late Governor of Upper Canada. He sald that everything
was gone except the colours of the Queen's Rangers and the
swords presented to Governor Simcoe and I gathered that they
would likely be disposed of either in some institution like
the Royal United Service Institution, or be offered for sale
to the Americans who would give almost any price to possess
the battle flags of a regiment so cordially hated by them.

"I wanted these colours for Canada and especially
for Toronto where we have in the Public Library such a large
collection of articles comnected with the Simcoe administration.
I at once entered into negotiations with Mr. Simcoe and after
six months! correspondence we agreed on a price - or he
fixed an absolute minimum price to which I had to agree.

"In thqtmeantime knowledge of the existence of these
colours leaked in the newspapers in England and in Toronto and
I had to take a personal option on the colours. There was no
one in sight who was willing, so far as I could see, to
purchase these colours and present them to the Library and at
one time it seemed as if I had better take an offer which I
knew would be made to me, to transfer my interest to the
University of Toronto and have the colours hang in the new
Simcoe Hall, the administration headquarters of the

Universitye.

"But one day I received a note from Frederick B.
Robins, Esg., & gentleman whom I had never met, saying that
he had an interest in history, and especially in Canadian
history, and hearing that I was anxious to have this, perhaps
the most famous war relic that ever Canada had an opportunity
of getting, he would purchase the colours and present them if
I would carry on the negotiations and complete the deal.

"This, I have been able to do, and I submit herewith
the letter of Mr. Frederick B. Robins and I would ask that a
public presentation of these colours be arranged, the time to
suit Mr. Robins, and that the matter of arrangements be left
in the hands of the Chairman of the Board and the Chief Librarian."
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Copied from the Minutes of the Lib
December 11, 1923: ibraries and Finance Committee,

"In the absence from the City ot
Mr. Frederick Robins the arrangements for the

presentation of the Simeoe Flags and Swords had
to be postponed."

Copied from the Board Minutes of Friday, November 9th, 1923:

"That arrangements be made for a formal ceremony
to mark the presentation of Frederick B.Robins,Esq.,
to the Library, of the Colors of the Queen's Rangers
(Colonel - later Governor-Simcoe's regiment) and the
Colonel's swords, the details to be left in the hands
of the Chairman of the Board and the Chief Librarian."

Copied from the Report of the Chairman of the Board of
Management for the Year 1923:

"Among the notable gifts with which the Library has
been enriched this year are a portrait in oils of
Hone. John Willsoh, one-time Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of Upper Canada, presented by
a grand-daughter, Mrs, Alfred M. Scott, of Pasadensa,
Cal., and the colors of the Queen's Rangers, of
Revolutionary fame (Governor Simcoe's regiment),
and the Governor's military swords. The possession
of these precious Simcoe relics we owe to the
enterprise of our alert Chief Librarian, who,
learning that they were for sale, entered into
negotiations for their purchase, and to our well=-
nown fellow-citizen, Frederieck B. Robins, Esq., who
generously provided the very substantial sum
required to effect the purchase. The gift of Mr. Robinms
is the more appreciated in that such benefactions have
been exceedingly rare in the history of the Toronto
Public Library.”

October 10, 1939.



Copied from Board Minutes of May 8th, 1934

"The Deputy Chief Librarian introduced a request from
Colonel Ingles, of the United Empire Loyalists' Association, for
a loan of the Simcoe relics in possession of the Library for displey
at a Centennial Exhibition to be held in the T.Eaton Company's
auditorium on the 14th of May and the two weeks following.
The Board, after brief consideration, could only regret that
they could not allow these relics to leave the building for this
purpose."

December 27th, 1939,



QUEEN'S RANGERS REGIMENTAL COLOURS

Copied from Board Minutes of October 10th, 1939:

"The following correspondence concerning the Queen's
Rangers Regimental Colours was reads

Letter from the City Clerk to the Chief Librarien
September 1lst,

'I understand that the Queen's Rangers Regimental Colors were
deposited in your building for safe keeping.

'Have you any record regarding the deposit of these Colors and how
they came to be placed in your building? Is there any regulation
regarding them?

'We have been asked to have them released in order that they may
be pleced in the Queen's Rangers Armouries, Officers' Mess, where
they will be properly cared for,'

Letter from the Chief Librarian to the City Clerk
September 2nd,

'I beg to thank you for your letter of September 1lst,

'The statement that the Queen's Rangers Regimental Colors

were deposited here for safe keeping is not really a statement of
the situation, Actually they are owned and possessed by the
Toronto Public Library Board,

'It became known to my predecessor, Dr, Locke, in the year 1923
that these colors were for sale. He entered into negotiations for
their purchase and through his efforts, backed by outside financial
assistance which he secured, the purchase was effected and the
colors were made part of the Toronto Public Library collection of
historical material concerning Simcoe and public affairs in Canada.
We also possess Simcoe's military swords.,

'I am taking your letter as intended to be a personal inquiry.
If I am in error in this and if you wish the matter to be submitted
to the Public Library Board I shall be grateful if you will so inform

meo'

Letter from the City Clerk to the Chief Librarien
October 6th.

'In reference to the Queen's Rangers Regiment's original colours now
deposited in the Toronto Public Library, I am enclosing herewith a
communication received from Lieut.-Colonel lMerrick, Officer Cormanding
Queen's York Rangers, which speaks for itself, and would ask that the
same be submitted to your Board at an early date.
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QUEEN'S RANGERS REGIMENTAL COLOURS (Continued)

Letter from the City Clerk to the Chief Librarian
October 6th (continued)

'I think the proposition contained in Colonel Merrick's letter is
e very good one,

'I have also sent a copy of Colonel Merrick's letter to His Worship

the Mayor, who will likely attend the meeting of the Board ih reference
thereto,’

Letter from Lt, Colonel R,C.Merrick

Queen's York Rangers (1st Americen Regiment) (MG),
Fort York Armoury,
to the City Clerk.

October 5th

'We understand the original Regimental Colours of The Queens Rangers
Regiment were purchased by Dr. Locke and deposited in the Toronto
Public Library as part of a collection of material concerning Simcoe.
Carrying on the Regiment of Queens Rangers we are naturally very
much interested in Simcoe and all that pertains to him and the

o0ld Queens Rangers.,

'We would very much like to obtain the Colours mentioned for our
Regiment, for as it stands today the flags will deteriorate in the
course of time. Our desire is to put them in hermetically sealed
cases in our Officers Ness, which will preserve them,

*Sir Harold Harmsworth has lately become our Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel
and he, as you know, spent a large amount of money in purchasing the
estate of Simcoe in England, which was in a rather dilapidated
condition, and putting it into a state of preservation. I am quite
sure that if these Colours could be procured, perhaps on loan from
the Library Board in order that they could be preserved in our
Officers Mess, that it would not only give pleasure to the Officers
and Members of the Regiment, but they would consider it an honour
to preserve these for all time. If you, Sir, could approach the
Library Board on our behalf for ike permanent loan of these Colours
we would appreciate it very much indeed."'

Letter from the Chief Librarian to the City Clerk
October T7th.

——————

'I beg to thank you for your letter of October 6th which I will place
before the Toronto Public Library Board at the earliest opportunity,'

"It was:

Moved by Mr. Justice Kelly,
Secol’lded by Ml’. Gash,-""""”"’--—’-—-’---—-———-vvvou---and
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QUEEN'S_RANGERS REGIMENTAL COLOURS (Continued)

Resolved, That after careful consideration of the
letter from Lt, Colonel R.C.Merrick, Queen's York
Rangers (MG), and a close examination of the
correspondence and records concerning the
acquisition a number of years ago by the Toronto
Public Library of the ownership of the Queen's
Rangers regimental colours, the Library Board
considers itself a trustee in perpetuity of
these historical relics, that it has no legal
right to hand them over to any other person,
persons, or corporation, and that it would be
a breach of trust on the part of the Board so to
do."

December 27th, 1939



VWritten in response to a telephone message from Mr. Hamilton,

who stated that the Mayor had had a re
quest from the Queen's
York Rangers for these colours. Jueen

&znd May, 1942

Fe Co Hamilton, ESQ.,
Executive Secretary,
The Mayor's Office,
City Hall,

Toronto.

Dear Mr, Hamilton,

Viith reference to our telephone conversation this

morning, the story of the Queen's Rangers Regimental Colours is
as followss

Vhen the Queent'!s Rangers were disbanded at the close
of the war of the American Revolution the colours of the regiment,
in accordance with the custom at that time, were deposited with
the Colonel, John Graves Simcoe.

Then he retired to his estate in Devonshire he hung
the colours in his Great Hall.

In the year 1922 it became known to my predecessor,
Dr. Locke, that what was known as the "Simcoe Estate" was being
dispersed by sale at Christie!s in London. This included the
Queen's Rangers Colours. Dr. Locke entered into negotiationms
for their purchase and through his efforts, backed by the outside
financial assistance which he secured, the purchase was effected
and the colours were made part of the Toronto Public Library
collection of historical material concerning Simcoe.

In October, 1939, the Colonel of the Queen's York
Rangers asked for possession of the Queen's Rangers Colours, and
at that time the Toronto Public Library Board passed the following
resolutions

#That after careful consideration of the

letter from Lt. Colonel R. C. Merrick, Queen's
York Rangers (MG), and a close examination of

the correspondence and records concerning the
acquisition a number of years ago by the Toronto
Publie Libtrary of the ownership of the Queen's
Rangers regimental colours, the Library Board
considers itself a trustee in perpetuity of these
historical relics, that it has no legal right to
band them over to any other person, persons, or
corporation, and that it would be a breach of trust
on the part of the Board so to do."



F. Ce Hamilton, ESQ. Noe2

If there is anything further I can tell you for the
information of His Worship the kayor I shall be glad if you
will let me know.

Yours sincerely,

Chief Librarian



