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POSITION FOR WRITING. 

FIG.1. 

Position of· Pupil.-Sit squarely facing the 
desk, with _ the body nearly er&.~t, the back 
straight, and the feet placed fl.at on the floor. 

FIG. 2. 

A little more than half of the fore-a should 
rest lig_htly on the desk. (See F igs. 1 and 2.) 

·rhis position is the easiest, the most natural 
and h ealthful, and is the one that the pupil 
should assume when writing, after leaving 
school. 

Position of_ Book.-Place the paper Gr book 
on the desk so that its edges are parallel to the 
edges of the desk, but a little more to the right, 
than in the position for reading. The left hand 
holds the paper or book in posit~on, either at the 

FIG. 3. 

left margin, or below the line which is being 
written. Maintain the right hand in about the 
same relative position to the near edge of the 
desk by moving the paper up as each line is 
written. (See Figs. 2 and 3.) 

Position of Pen.-Hold the pen lightly be­
tween the end of the thumb and the first two 
fingers, the thumb being bent slightly inward 
from the first joint. The handle ' of the pen 
rests in the angle between the first two fingers 
and against the first finger, about opposite the 
third joint. • The pen should lie in the direction 

FIG. 4. 

of the fore-arm with both points of the nib 
pressing equaily on the paper. The hand should 
".r'Jst on the corners of the nails of the third and 
fourth fingers, which should be closed more than 
the others; it should not be turned too far over 
to the right so as to rest on its fleshy part, or 
too far to the left so as to cramp the wrist and 
arm. (See Figs. 3 and 4.) 
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HINTS TO TEACHERS. 

Teach the proper position of the pupil, pen 
and book at the beginning by showing the pupil 
how rather than by telling. 

See that the desks and sea ts are properly 
adjusted for the size of eac_h pupil. 

Do not allow a sprawling or leaning posi-
• tion. Be vigilant and check any irregularity 
before it becomes habitual. • 

When children are learning to form any word, 
supervise all writing whether written in the 
copy-book or on the slate. By proper questions 
lead the pupil to see his mistakes and have him 
to correct them. 

Encourage the pupils and show them as often 
as required how to form any letter or word. 

Pay particular attention to, and make a study 
of those who write baa.ly -and those with any 
physical defect of the hand or the eye. 

Use the black-board and illustrate each head­
line so as to impress on the class th.a mode of 
formation of the words. 

Teach the use of the pen and ink from the 
beginning, as to pen-holding, amount of ink to 
take on the pen to avoid blotting the book and 
inking the fingers, pen-wiping and care of the 
pen. 

Practice in the copy-books is the means by 
which writing is learned and not the end, there-

fore supplement the writing in the copy-book by 
TRANSCRIPTION, DICTATION and COMPOSITION. 
The writing in these subjects and in the others 
of the program should show the general writing 
of the pupil. 

Teach writing in connection with reading at 
first. (See Landon's Principles of Teaching, p. 
239.) 

"Children should not write too much at a 
time, especially in the early stages." (Landon, 
p. 306.) , 

"Slow and accurate work in the beginning is 
the sure way to secure rapid progress in the 

d
,, . 

en . (Landon, p. 306.) .... 
Teach each lesson as well as you can and keep 

up the interest by varying the exercise in as 
many ways as you can, by· encouragement, and 
by the correction of prevailing faults. If the 
lower lines are written poorly it is the teacher's 
fault except in the case _ of beginners who will 
tire easily. ,,... . 

To obtain the best results the teacher should 
be a good writer and should write with the same 
free and easy movement that he is end ea voririg 
to teach. The teacher's writing on the black­
board should be good at all times so that only 
good models be placed before the pupil. 

SYNOPSIS OF THE SERIES. • ,.. 

No. 1.:-Writing is taught in connection wit4 
Reading and the letter forms are introduced 
gradually in familiar words and ~asy sentences. 
The WORD SIGNS in Script and Roman type are 
descriptive of the pictures. Assistance in :form­
ing the letters is given the pupil, by tracing, and 
ruled lines to show the height of the letters. 
The NUMBER-FORMS, the FIGURES up to nine, and 
their names in words, are also given. Height of 
small letters, one-fifth inch. 

No. 2.-Capitals, longer words, and more 
difficult combinations of• letters are introduced. 
The head-lines contain some statement of fact 
adapted to this grade as the days of the week and 
the months of the year. Tracing is continued 
but the pupil is encouraged to help himself 
earlier. Height of small letters, one-fifth inch. 

No. 3.-Tracing is withdrawn, and fewer 
guide lines are retained. The capitals occur in 
the order of their similarity of form. The head­
lines contain the names of the continen ts, oceans, 
season,, zones and primary colors. Height of 
small letters, one-sixth inch. 

. 
No. 4.-The CAPITALS occur in alphabetic -

order and are reviewed often. The head· lines 
are the definitions of terms used in Arithmetic. 
H eight of small letters, one-sixth inch. 

No. 5.-Abundant practice is given in this 
book, in the writing of proper names, as the 
head-lines are statements about the important 
cit ies , towns, rivers, and provinces of the Do­
minion of Canada. H eight of small letters, one-
seventh inch. -

No. 6.-The head-lines are a statement or 
suggestion of some important historical event in 
connection with the history of Canada, arranged 
chronologically. H eight of small letters, one­
seven th inch. 

No. 7 .-The headlines are the definition of 
common commercial terms, written in a free cor­
responding style. H eight of small letters, one­
eighth inch. _ 

No. 8.-The head-lines are a statement or 
su~ge_stion o! some fact in the histor:y: of ~rea t 
Bntam. H eight of small·letters, one-nmth mch. 
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Commended by Educationists in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Que'bec, Manitoba, 
• North-West Territories and Ontario. • 

Gag~'s Arithmetic Exercise Books. 
No. 1.-For First :Book: Cla,sses. 
No. 2.- For Second :Book: Cla,sses. 

No. 3._--:Fo11 'l'hird :Book: Classes. 
No. 3 Promotion-For 'l'hird :Book Cla.ssu. 
No. i.-For Fourth :Book: Cla,sses. • No. 2 Promotion-For Second :Book: Ola,sses. 
No. 4 Promotion-For Entra.noe Exa,mina,tion. - . 

Price of Plain Blank Exercise Books, - Five Cents Each. • 
' -

'' These books, properly used, should increase the effectiveness of the instruction in Arithmetic by one­
third. "-D. McINTYRE, M.A., Superintendent of P ublic Schools, Winnipeg. 

" Like them very much. "-F. L. MICHELL, M.A., Public School Inspector, Lanark Co . 
.'' Teachers will welcome these books as a great boon." 

F. BURROWS, Inspector of Schools, Lennox and Addington. 
"I predict a large sale in Nova Scotia.' '-JJ. McKINNON, Inspector of Scliools, Wycocomah, G.B., Nova Scotia. 
"Will command a wide sale in Wellington."-D. P. CLAPP, B.A., Inspector Public Schouls, Harriston, Ont. 
"Mc.rvels of beauty. and cheapness. "-'-vV. J. SUMMERBY, Inspector of Schools, Russell, Ont. 
"I heartily recommend tliem."-JAMES :McGREGOR, Public School Inspector, Himtingdon, Que. 
'-' Will relieve the t~acher of much work."-CH.AS. A. BARNES, B.A., Public School I ,~spector, London, Ont. 
'' Must prove very convenie:it and useful i':1 the schools." -COLLN W, RoscoE, Inspector of Schools, Wolf ville, N. S. 

From J. R. INCH, D.C.L., Chief Superintendent of Education, New Brunswick. 
" These E xercise Book s will prove of g reat value to both teachers and pupils-to the former in saving much time in 

the preparatirm of suitable desk work fo'r pupils, to the latter in providing a neat and convenient record for future refer-
ence to the work done." ' 

30,000 WITHIN 30 D£.T8·0F PIJBLIC,ATION . 
• . . ~ ~, 

• ! Your ' Busy Work Book' makes a definite advance in educational publications. The best teachers 
. • are sure to use it. "-J .AMES L. HUGHES, Inspector of Schools, Toronto. 

. Gage's Busy Work Books. 
FOR J:1:~ :BOOE: CL.ASSES. ______ IN 'l'W'O SERIES-No. A a,nd No. 1 . 

. 4 
• • . : . Price of Plain Blank Exercist? Books, .. Five Cents Each . 

.. . 
"Will be of value as a time saver."-W. E. Tilley, M.A., Ph.D., Inspector of Schools, Durham, Ont • 

. a t once solves the problem how to keep-First-Class pupils profitably employed." 
• ~ S. Y. Taylor, ·Prin. Public School, Paris, Ont. 

"E ery child in our primary classes.should l}ave it." 
~-~ • .. • Wm. A. TY i!Rinson, M.A., Principal Publ£c School, Brantford, Ont, 

'v.' Busy \vor~ Book is a necessity."-Thos. W. Leigh, Prin. Tilbury Separate School . 

• 
N ew t'nventions taking the sliape of improved machinery --are constantly bet'ng placed at the ser~·ce of the Manufac­

ture,,. The Type111riter and Shorthand Clerk relieves the busy merchant of the drudgery of con ondence and gives 
him greater power for useful work. , . 

I n nearly every department of life improved appliances have been brought into· operation to save ime and labor. 
L ess has been dof!e for tlie teaclier to lessen his work or to multiply his power for usefulness than for any other 

class of toiler. . • • 
The h undreds of letters from Leading Educationists, Inspectors and Teacl!ers from all over the Dominion clear1y indi• 

cate that in supplying Gage's Busy Work Books and Gage's Arithmetic Exercise Books the publishers have conferred a 
greai boon on t eachers and pupils in furnishing what some correspondents have aptfy termed "Labor an4 Time Savers" 
an•l "Marvels of Skill ~nd Cheapness." 

• 
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