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TBST1MONIES IN FAVOUR OF THIS WORK. 

"Mrs. Taylor must have found a great relief to her matemal cares ,Yhile ~mployed in this honourable and pious exercise. Her sentiments are cal­culated to do good beyond the limits of her own family .-Those parenti who have made life their study, and, who arc anxiously endeavouring to prepare the objects of their fondest affection for this life, and for a better, will find a valuable assistant in Mrs. Taylor's little work."-Literary Panorama, Peb. 1814. 

"Thi) subjects of tbese Essays are well chosen, and ingeniously diversi­fied; and th e fair writer displays a degree of piety, wilb a L,:nowledge and application of the Scriptures, which increases the value of her work."­Monthly Review, Peb. 1814. 
" The little book before us is entitled, ' Maternal Solicitude for a Daughter's Bes"t Interests;' and every page of it breathes the most earnest ll.lld anxious concern for the spiritual peace and the eternal salv .tion of her to whom its precepts, its warnings, and its arlmonitions, are addre sed .­l\1uch of the value of this work consists in its being truly what it assumes to be; hence there is a fervour, a 'spirit, and a tenderness in its in trnc­tions, that could never be affected; a mo~her's pulse beats in every line, an'd the warmth of a mother's heart gives vitality to tile whole."­Eclectic Review, March 1814. 
" There are few families to which the- r el igious and moral world, and especially the rising generation, are so much indebted, as to that of Mrs. Taylor. The children very early in life protluced ' Original Poems' of uncommon merit; which have been succeeded by' I-lymns for Infant .11:fin~s,' 'O!·iginal Hymn~ for.Sunday clwols,'_and other Juvenile publications. 1he father, besides bis labours as a public teacher, has printed' Twelve Addresses,' delivered to a school, iind' 'l'he Child's Birth-Dcty :' and now the amfable mother presents us with a number or excell ent Me'1itations and Reflections, designed originally for her own children.· 
"This volume contains twenty Meditations on so many passages or Scripture, written in a style well adapted to the capacities of young peo­µlc, and breathing, in every page, good sense, piety, and maternal solici­tude:'-Evanget. Mag. r'eb. 1814. 
" w ·e feel, as Christian Guardians, particularly anxiot1s for tbe well­beit1g of the youth of the flock; it therefore gives ns very sincere pleasure when we can with safety put an interesting book into th ir hands. We are thankful that Mrs; Taylor was, from indisposition, obliged to gi e her advice in writing. Although we do not implicitly subscribe to every e.nti­ment advanced in this work, yet upon the whole we think ' it may be perused with advantage by young people." - Chri tian Guardian, Nov. 1814, 

, 





D . 

.l\.1f.ATJEJRNA][. ~ ({J)JL][ C.1".lrUJD>JE. 

---''a.1 /hdLoukL/2<: fu//ae~NII /4,,,,J., n,/,,.n 

dt-juurvj:f m t/4: hod: 7';Y .;t,fti},,Y t!tw/lt j . 



MATERNAL SOLICITUDE 

FOR A 

DAUGI-ITER'S BEST INTERESTS. 

BY l\1RS. TAYLOR, 

.®f .®n~ar. 

• Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider, and iucline 

thine ear.' DA vrn. 

TIIE FIFTH EDITION. 

LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR T:\YLOR & HESSEY, 93, FLEET STREET, 

AND JOSIAH tONDER 1 ~T. PAUL'S CHURCHYARD. 

1816. 



1. 

lfri 

ivere 

1een 

cit 

for I 

lnio 

~ 

lsi 



. ' . 

ADVERTISEMENT . . 

'· 

. \ 

T.o any who may glance at the following­

pages, it will be unnecessary to observe,· 

. that they were not designed, by · the· 

writer, for the public eye:-· that they­

w~re, that which they prof~ss to have 

been, the effusions of a mother's so]i­

ci tude for the welfare of a beloved child;· 
for there is too little appearance of study 

throughout, to excite a suspicion that: 

the character, or the cirCU!Il-Stancesl are 

assumed. A parent who, from increasing 

·infirmities, found it difficult frequently 

to converse with her child, adopted this 

method of conveying instruction, and of 
:a 
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INTRODUC'l'ION. 

mind during the week. And do I ask too 
much if I express a hope, that at future 
periods of your life they will obetin an 
occasional . P! rusal 1 ;However de~cient in 
their style, the subject, on which they treat 
are of the greatest importance ; and many , 
of them will be ·applicable to your maturer age. 

. I. 

I am • aware that there is a considerable 
number which some would caII gloomy; more, 
perhaps, than would accord with the present 
system -of instruction, which aims rather to 
allure, than to ;alarm: but the same perverted 
principle whic~ turns a deaf ear to the voice 
of charmers, charming _ never so wis~Iy, is, in 
general, so little affected -by the most serious 
representations which can be · mad~ of the 
uncertainty of life, and the certainty of death, 
and a world beyond the grave, that I am 
u.nder no ap,prehension of your imbibing an 
undue. distaste for the world; or, from a . . 
sense of the shortness and uncertainty .of your 
continuance in it, becoming unsusc~ptible of 
its lawful enjoyments: but I shall think my-
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INTRODUCTION. ·. 5 

, self amply repaid, if the hints I have afforded 

should check your too sanguine expec!ations 

from . temporal objects, su.ch as ,they appear 

to the youthful eye; if they should moderate 

your desires, and confirm the lesson you have 

been accustomed to hear~that in this lower 

world is not your rest; convincing you, that ­

the most important concern of life, is pre­

paration for that state to which I so fre-

quently allude. --
, 

It is with this view chiefly, though not , 

solely, that I have written; and should my 

labours answer the purpose for which they 

are inten_ded, I shall congratulate myself as 

having gained a great point ; for those ,yho 

• are sufficiently convinced of the vanity of 

the world to inquire the road to a better 

country, will not lack directions to the gate 

• by which they are to enter, but will hear 

many a friendly voice saying, ' This is the 

way, walk ye in it:' and those who most fre­

quently meditate on Death, are also most 

likely to inquire after eternal life. That He 

who has so often manifested hi~ mighty pow~r 
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' by _rendering ·succe·ssfol the feeblest effort!, 
may crown the~e with his divine blessing; is the 
earnest prayer, my deaJ1cchild, of 

Your affectionate l\1'0TH f;R. 

; 



MAT~RNAL SOLICI'~UDE; &c. 

,,_ 

• No. I. 

• And Jacob ~alled unto his sons, and said, Gather 

yourselves together, that I may tell you that 

which shall befall you in the las~ days.' 

GENESIS, chap. xlix. ver. 1, 

' THE time drew near that Jacob must die:' 

be therefore, with true paternal affection, sum­

moned up all his remaining strength, that he 

might bless his children; an~ apprize them of 

what should befall them ' in the last days_, 

The time also approaches, my dear child, wheh 

your mother must die; bow near that ' awful 

period may be I . cannot •tell; I know uot the 

day of my death: it behove-s me, therefore, to 

work while it is called to a·ay ; and how can I 

be better employed than in promoting the 

spiritual advantages of my children 1 Be seri­

ously attentive then, my child, to the following 
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pages, as you would to the words of a dyin~ parent, whil~, in humble imitation of the v~­~erable PatriarcJ~, I tell y~u ~Iso that wLich shall ' befall you in the last days:• 

I can pretend to no prophetic Imo,vledge, independent of what the_ sacred volume com­municates, and of that which results .from my ·own experience: of both these I have a~ai!ed inyself, and have introduced such ca_utions and directions as seem the most essential, at a period 'of Ii~e -when the want of experience exposes 1he young traveller to so many dangers. .Those parents have lived to little purpose, ,who are not qualified, by their own obser­.vation, to guide the footsteps of their children • along the road in which they have travelled themselves. If we can give them no warnings, afford them 1-10 counsel, advise them in no difficulty; if we can advance nothing but what .they already know, either our talent for ob­_servation is very limited, or that of our chil. ,dren must be uncommonly acute. 

Though these pag~s are immediately ad-
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dressed to you, my dear child, as more suitable 

to your age and circumstances; yet_I am not 

without hope, that others of my family, who 

will occasionally peruse them, may glean a 

few hints from this my labour of love : but 

while I !magine them thus surrounding me, 

I shall not f guide my hands wittingly,' as Jacob 

-did, setting one before the other, though the , 

Sovereign Disposer may so deal by you, in the 

course of his providence; bµt for me I saJ 

to you all, from my very heart, ' The God 

before whom your father Isaac did walk» the 

God which fed me all my life long unto thi-s 

day, the angel which redeemed me from all 

.evil, bless you :' though I cannot describe 

the possessions which may hereafter fall to 

yout lot, or determine whether you shall ever 

have a foot of land to call your own, yet 

I bave an humble confidence that your bread 

~hall be given you, and your water shall be 

sure: ana' if, happily, you nre partakers of 

divine grace, then the heavenly Canaan is 

yours, tl~at exceeding good lal}d, your tit~e 

• to which cannot be disannulled or taken 

~way .. 
B5 



10 MATEUNAL . SOLICITUDE. 

Of the present world, no portion will ever • 
be yours, of which your ancestors became 
possessed by their ,•alour; yet, .as ' in Christ _ 
there is neif her male nor female,' I shall not 
be charged with impropriety or indecortim, 
should I, for your encou!·agement in the 
spiritual warfare, and as a stimulus to )'Our 
own exertions, declare, that I also have ob­
tained victories over my euemies, with ' my 
sword aud with my bow.' 

Of the particular circumstances that shall 
befall you, I must remain ignorant; hut this 
I can assure you, as -·,:Vell from my own expe­
riel}ce, as from the sacred oracles, ' That in 
the world you shall have tribulation.' Tlrnt 
it may not assail you unawares, or altogether 
unprepared, fa one of the objects of the follow­
ing pages ; but above all, to familiarize your 
mind to that most certain, most important of all events, death. 

. Whatever else may befall you ' in the last 
days,' know, that however gay and healthy 
you may now be, the season will arrive, (unless, 

it 
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indeed, your days are cut off in the midst, 

• when the keepers of the house shall tremble, 

and .the strong men shall bow themselves; 

when the grinders shall cease, because they 

are few, a·nd those that look out of the win• 

dows shall be darkened; when the doors shall 

be shut in the streets, and the sound of the 

grinding be low; when they shall be afraid of 

that which is high~ and fears shall be· iu the 

way, and the almond tree shall blossom, and 

the grashopper shall be a burden, and desire 

shall fail, because man goeth to bis Jong home, 

and the niourners go abo·ut the stre"ets; when 

the silver cord shall pe loosed, and the golden 

bowl broken, and the pitcher shall be. broken 

at the fountain, and the wheel . broken at 

the ·cistern; then shall the dust return to the 

earth as it was, and the spirit return to God 

who gave it.' These are events that shall 

assuredly ' befall you. in the latter days·;, of 

which I may venture to forewarn you · without 

a possibility of being mistaken. 

• I have waited for thy salvation, 0 Lord!• 

Impressed with the important truths • of his 
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,salvation, I also may say, ' I have waited, ·for its enjoyment and completion. I have also .waited to see my dear children successively influenced by the same grace: and may offer .up my ~umble thauks, that one parent hath not p1auted, nor the other watered, without some evidences of his divine blessing. 

' J As for me, sti!l following iny venerable pattern, I. may say, at such and such a place I 
~

1

as bereaved of this and that dear relative; : there they died, and there they were buried.' What it is to return from the graves of such, my dear child, you haye yet to learn; it will be well, if when your turn comes, such be­rea,1ements teach you the wholesome lesson of holding earthly comforts as though you had them not, and to remember, that 

The dear delights you here enjoy, 
And fondly call yo'ur own, 

Are but short comforts, borrow'd now, To be repaid anon. 

As I have no ' Simeons andLevis' on whom t~ • pass a censure, which mu~t lacerate a· 
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parent's heart: and if I had, having 110 pro­
phetic spirit to reveal how such should , be 

' scattered or divided,' I betake myself to the 

more pleasing tas.k of commending you _to 

God, and to the word of his grace, and of 

praying for the divine blessing on what I ,~DJ 

about to advance, that while I reveal what 

is to ' befall my family in the· last days,' they 

may lay it to heart. 

Let this book, written- with my own liand; 

be presen·ed, my dear child, for your motlier's 

sake: and if I might hope that it may be 

the means of setting you but one step forward 

in your journey towards Zion, it would cheer 

me in that hour, ' when flesh and heart fail/ _ 

and when aU terrestrial objects are receding 

from :my sight. Should the heavenly Canaan 

be then in view ; could I, when taking a last 

look of my surrounding family, hope soon to 

welcome them there; how serenely then might 

I ' gather up my feet into the bed, and yield 

~P the ghost, aud be gathered to my people!' . 
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No. II. 

' Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded 
thee that thou shouldest not eat?' 

GENES1s, chap. iii. ,•cr. 11. 

To the man who had hitherto known only tbe 
smiles of his ·creator, this was an apparnng 
interrogation, and implied the ruin of unborn 
millions. ,vho, that has tasted the bitter fruits 
of this first transgression, (and who bas not 
tasted them?) can avoid a sensation of resent­
ment, ~owards a being, who, blessed with so 
many adv_antages for his perfect i:ect;tude, 
should, nevertheless, thus wilfully involve his 
posterity in misery and ruin, and entail a 
1.ureesc_ore years and ten of labour and sorrow 
on nuf!Ibers of his offspring, for one (perhaps 
momentary) gratification? 

As the just desert of his crime, he was 
expelled from Paradise; and its blissful gates 

p 

tx 

as 

yoi 

d, 

tffi 

t'U 

at 

bat 

! 



, . 

.,. 

MATERNAL SOLlClTVDE. 15 . 

are for ever barred .against his degenerate 

posterity. Ab, my dear child! though your 

~hort existence has been comparatively a 

bappy one, yet, thirteen years have b~en suf­

ficient to convince you, {if not from your own 

experience, at least by the moans and com­

plaints of others;) that' .man is .born to .trouble 

as the .sparks .fly .upward:' ~ut, my chiJd, 

you will employ your fone to m,uch better 

advantage, by turning yqur attention to the 

effects of sin in )'Ourself, than to the original 

cause in your·first par~ots: look no · longer ~t 

' the rock from whence you were hewn, nor 

at the hole of the pit whence you were digged/ 

but at the impenetrable stone. that was taken 

from thence ; thi~her turn · all your indig­

nation, where alone indignation can profit : 

' lay your_ hand on . your mo1,1th, and your 

mouth in the dust, and cry, Pnclean, unclean;• 

nay, 'smite upon y,our ,breast,' and say, 'God 

be merciful, lto me, a sinner.' . 
' 

You are now probably in your eveni1;1g re­

tire!1]ent, and you may imagine your offen~ed • 
. . 

Maker addressing you, even you, no,w in the 
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cool of the clay, aud saying, 'Hast · thou also 
eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee 
not to eat1' Reflect not upon your · past life, 
in general, but upon this day in particular~ 
and you will be constrained to acknowledge 
that such and such a thing beguiled you, 
and you did eat. Hast thou eaten 1 Theo, 
' cursed is the ground for thy sake : thorns 
also and thistles sha11 it bring f~rth to thee 
till thou return to the dust from whence thou 
wast taken.' This · day. you have sinned ; ex-

~ pect not to find • yourself in an Eden to­
morrow; but rather, _wonder that the penalty 
of ,your transgressions is not exacted of you 
to the uttermost. Have you eaten; and can 
you anticipate other than ' fiery indignation, 
and tribulc\tion, and anguish ? ' Do you not 
stand trembling and self-condemned, as did 
your first parents, expecting the sentence to 
go forth immediately agaiust you 1 But to 
them the promised seed was announced ; to 
you 1he salvation is proclaimed; and though 
you may never set your uuballowed feet on 
Eden's happy ground, y~t a better country is 

• offered to you, an inheritance not purchased 
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,,with ' corruptible things, as . silver and gold,. 

but with the precious blood of Christ/ where . 

no ' flamiog sword' guardi the entrance, but 

where the redeemed are ushered in with a -
' Come ye . blessed of my Father, receive the 

. kingdom prepared for you, fro!ll the founda­

tion of the world.' 

. But as you have eaten, you are doomed 

,.to be a wanderer in the wilderness, w l\ither 

you are driven, ' to till° the ground, which is / 

cursed for your sake, and to eat .you.r bread 

in the sweat of your brow;' for where are 

the enjoyments that can be ·obtained~ for no-

, thing 1 Do the rich possess them 1 Verily, 

what many of these call pleasure, is purchased 

by the severest drudgcr.y ! Nor can you par­

ticipate in the ·most innocent satisfactions. 

without exertion of some kind. It is no 

longer a~ !JDinterrupted spring; for, · 10 ! ' the 

clouds return after the rain!' The chi_lling 

blast, the nipping frost, the destructive tem­

pest, shall blight or destroy the work of 

many a laborious day: and though you know 

no_t that you shall ever reap what you so,v, 
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,yet sow you must, or you certainly can never 
reap. Obey then the divine mandate, my 
child, and be ' diligent in business, while fer­
vent in spirit, serving the Lord.' You have 
eaten, · and have thereby forfeited every com. 
fott ·; 'but you are not banisl,ed into a wjlder­
ness so sterile ·but that many a delicious fruit, 
many a fragrant flower, wiJl reward your 
Jabpur; and He that made ' coats of skins• 
for ·your rebellious ancestors, continnes, with a • 
munificent hand,· to supply the ret,urning wants 
t>f their degenerate posterity . . ' I aving there· 
fore food and raiment, learn/ not only ' to be 
content, but to· abo~nd' in . thankfulness and 
~ratitude to the Author of aU your mercies. 
tµough by actual a well as original trans­
gression, you have forfei_ted every comfort at 
His hands. 
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No. 

' And Jacob said Uf!to Ph!iraoh, The days of the 

years of my p\lgrimage are an hµndrec! and thirty 

years: few and evil have the days of the°'years of 

my life been. 
GENESIS, chap. xlvii. ver. ~. 

THOSE who have lived but a short time • iJ1 

. the world, are as ill qualified to make an. 

. accurate estimate of the brevity_ of life, as 

they are of its evils; few sorrow~ having 

as yet fallea to their lot, their hppes an~ 

expe~tations are sanguine, their desires in!­

petuous: and as their imaginations represent 

an wiinte:r:,rupted scene of prosperity, they 

think Ti~e slow in his progress, because the\r 

p rsuit is ever directed towards a cqntinued 

succession of varieties. 

As you, my dear child, are one of those · 

\\'ho have lived a very little while in the 



- I 

• 

I 

I, 

~0 MATERNAL SO.L'JCITUD£. 

world, a year, which is almost a twelfth part 
of your life, must seem a long period, espe­
cially if, at the conclusion of it, some wish 
is to be gratified on which JOU have set your 
heart: you will • not then- readily assent to 
the Patriarch's asserti9n, that one hundred 

·and thirty years are few! nor e,1en believe 
. those of your contemporaries, who now make 
• the same complaint with stiJI greater pro-
• priety. Notwit.hstanding that the infan·t, as 
soon as it enters this world of sin, feels that 
it is a world of sorrow, yet the experience • of 1"1elve years 1s insufficient to persuade~ 
that the characteristic of man's life is evil . 

• Such will be disposed .to think (if they think · at all), that this was the exclamation of au 
• infirm old man, taking a retrospective view 
of the de!ightful and protracted scenes through which he had passed, with the dim eye of · age: but, whatever may be their opinions, 

• these are truths, to which tueir assent will 
eventuaJJy be compelled, however their days 
may be prolonged; and to which their Jace-·, rated hearts, _ at some · future period, w_iIJ bear !ample testimony. · 
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Ar_e not our days few, or why are· they com­

pared to a tale that is told, to a dream, to a 

- vision of the nig_ht; and mc!n, frail man, to a 
flower, that cometh forth in the morning, aod 

in the evening is cut down an~ withereth 1-. • 
Are they not few·, ~'¥hen that his ' afflictions• 
e:ndure but for a moment,' is said to encourage 
those who are ready to faint under them; tliose 

who have ascertained, by sad experience, that• 

they are not only few but e,1il1 

I would not, my dear child, cast a gloom 

over your brighter days, by melancholy fore­
bodings; nevertheless, f cannot present you 

with a more salutary truth, than that ~ here is 
not your rest.' This is the best method of qua­
lifying your joys, by disposing you · to possess 

temporal blessings with a holy indifference, and 

to inquire after those, which, once obtained, 

cannot be taken from you; and of mitigating 

your sorrows, by preparing you to encounter 
them. Imtead, then, of being appalled at the 
prospect before you, you will turn it to advan­
tage and good account, by preparing for events 

of every kind, and by fo_rming a proper esti-
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. 
mation of the unrcertainty an~ 'shortness- ·of 
your· continuance here on earth. 

If your "days ·are few, and you have much to 
accon;plish, it behoves you' 'not to procrasti­
nate·; and as ybu 'know not, however bright 
yotir sun may be, but that it may go down long 
before ·no'on, yoti will do well to begin your 
nYost im'pbrhl'nt \VO'rk in ' the morning·: this will 
conduce to your everlasting advantage, what­
ever else is left unfinished. Ho,v cheering, in 
the midst of all your• exertions to reflect, th.at 
thou'gh your days are few and evil, you are 
travelling to that country ·where days_ and 
nights snail cea'Se, I anU where all tears shall be 
wiped· awa from your'eyes ! 

And you \till d'o, 1elJ, ,my dear-chili:i, to recol­
lect, ofi fhe ·dear fl,ien1ds you 'possess~ that their 
days are· few an'd e,·iJ also : this ·,,iill ensure a 
kidd ~fld affectionate ca rtiage towards them, see­
ibg you ~aHnot enjoy th~ir society long, and that 
,vhiJe with you th y have stJ many una oidable 
evils to e. counter. Are their days evil 1 em­
bitter them not, then, by any wilful miscon ... 

,,. 
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duct of yours. Is their. yoke heavy? ·do you 

in nowise add to their yoke. ' -~oe's ·the world , -
, chastise them , with whips 1, your' unkindness 

would chastise them with sc~rpiorls ! for, in 

propprtion as , y,ou are d~ar to their h~~uts, 

your little finger would be heavier than the 
loins of others. 

Finally; extend this consideration to all ' 
around you; as few and evil are the days of 

every cre~ture you behold, you may, at once, 
by lightening their sorrows, lengthen their days; 

you may ease many a way-worn traveller ofJ1is 
burden : you may see many a one by the way 
side, wounded, either in spirit, in circurnstances, 
or reputation, into ,¥hose wounds, like the good 
Samaritan, you may pour the oil and wine of 
benevolence or friendship, and fro·m whom you 

may reap ' the blessings of those who were 
ready to perish.' 

Such dispositions as these, founded on 
, Gospel principles, and not upon a Pharisaical 

expectation' of ensuring heaven thereby, afford 

the best hope, that when these few and evil 
4 
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clays of our pilgrimage are concluded, we 
shall have an abundant entrance into the 
heavenly world, and be made partakers of 
that eternal weight of glory: .compared with 
which, all our past afflictions will appear to 
have been light, and their duration but for a 
moment, 
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I , •, 

' And Jotham slept with his fathers, and was buried 
with his fathe.rs, in the city -of David his father; 
and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead.' '... 

• t. • 

• KINGS, chap. ii. ver. 15, 38. 

As my chief design, in this my work :and · la­

bour <?f love, is to direc~ Y?.!lr _attentiqn! .~Y 

dear cl~il.cl, to spiritual objects, I canno_t devi~e 

a more effectual method for the accomplish­

ment of my purpose, than, _in a variety of 

v_iews, presenting to your young min~ the. bre­

vity _and tht vanity of life. I. have made seve­

_ral of my first meditations ch_iefly subs~rvient 

_to tpat .end ; ai~d I trust you ,w~l_l not be wea_ry 

of that which may ~pP,ear like repetitio~; 'for, 

to ~rite . the same th!ngs t? you, to me is not 

grievous, and to you it is safe.' 

• Let us see, then, what useful informatioe 

may be derived froni the very brief history of . . . 
C 

i 
. . 
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Jotham, who lived forty-one years in the 
world, sixteen of which he sat on the throne 
of Judah. No doubt he had, in common 

~with the rest of mankind, a mixture of pro• 
sperity and adversity, public or private : he 
-had his friends and his enemies, bis hopes 
,and his fears ; and the speck of time he 
sojourned • here, was, in his estimation, of 
more interest and importance than all the 
centuries 'that preceded it, though each in 
·succession distinguished, by l kings and mighty 
men, and heroes, which were of old, men of 
r~nown.' And yet it is observable, that all of 
this self-important being, which is transmitted 
to posterity, is contained in seven verses! In 
one of which; however, this is recorded : ' He 
did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord :'-an ho.nourable testimony! from which 
we may . infer, that whatever were bis tem­
poral achievements, he ·was, in the truest sense 
of the word, · a valiant man and a hero. Was 
lie not great, to· maintain bis integrity in the 
midst of. a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom he Jived, shi'ning ·as a light in 
the world 1 Was he not valiant, resisting 

3 
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-unto blood a corrupt nature, and ·innumerable 

spiritual enemies 1 Was he not persevering 

and resolute, seeing that ' strait is , the gate, 

,and narrow is the way, which leadeth ,.unt~ 

life;' and that, among' the few who- go -in 

,thereat,' so small a proportion of th.e rich and 

noble is included 'l But millioi:is have passed 

away, before and since Jotbam, of whom •it ·is 

not now known that they ever existed ! These, 

in their turns, .experienced the vicissitudes; and 

were agitated by the various passions, that a·re 

incident to mankind. Many a bright geniug, 

and many a ·hero, have lived and died within 

the walls of a cottage; their virtues, their 

talents, never cultivated or brought into action.­

Of whom we may exclaim, 

.. ' Ho'\'\' many a flower is'born to blush unseen I' . 

But the unavailing sigh is checked by the 

reflection, that however obscure their situa­

tion in the world, if they were partakers 

of divine grace, their names are recorded 

in the book of life ; and they will be owned 

Jo that day, when the Judge shall s~mm?,n 

c2 
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all the nations of the earth before him, to 
• receive their· final ·reward. ~· 0, what · miltions 

of 'glorified bodies will then -arise from ' the 
dust, ·and be ·crow~e!i with immortal honour, 

•• who, in every sense of.the word, were sown in 
dishdnou~ ! Who were unknown, or, perhaps, 
·even despised of tnen; but who will then ' be 
_owned and • acknow]edged before both men 
and · angels! The King of. Glory bas many a 
rich gem deposited in the earth now, which he 
will-then place in his crown, to the astonish• 
ment of an assembled world. In that day, 
too, what a blac~ catalogue of crimes will be 

- exhjbited; • the· perpetrators of which were 
1,1ever known beyond their native spot, and 
scarcely remembered· beyond the limits · of 
their earthly existence ! Crimes of sufficient 
magnitude to doom them to eten?al perdition, 
though many of them were ne,~er witnessed by 
mortal eye; were never revealed to mortal ear; 
crimes, · by which no , bumaii being was e,1er 

' ioj ured ; which lay concealed and -cherished 
'in the . heart where they •_were formed; but 
'which, however long forgotten, will ·be brought 
again to remembrance at that awful period, 

t . , 

co 
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• when God will bring every secret thing into 

judgment, whether it be good, ·or whether it 

be evil; 

Need I· suggest to my dear child the obvious 

improvement to be derived from these con­

siderations 1 Need I admonish her to read her 

own fate in the history of others 1 Have ~11 ~he 

conspicuous characters of which you have 

read, my child, passed away in successive. 

generations 1 Where, then, will be my ,n• and 

her-mother, an~ all she know§ and loves, .in a 

few years 1 They also . will sl;ep with t~eir 

fathers; and others, yet unborn, will ri_se t~p 

in their stead, to act their .pai:t for a whil~-on 

earth, ;and then .return to their dust, and be 

forgotten, with their progenitors. 

May it at least be r_ecorded of them, as of 

Jotbam, that' they did that which was right 

in the sight of the Lord.' 
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No. V. 

' Man goeth to his long home.' 
• ECCLES, chap. xii. ver. 5, 

Tirn contemplation of death, to those who are 
in the midst _of life, cannot be pleasant to 
nature; to reconcile us to it, must be the 
work of divine grace. In proportion as that 
all-powerful principle is in exercise, this last 
enemy will be conte~nplated with composure ; 
temporal things, of whatever description, will 
appear in their proper point of view ; and the 
attention will be fixed on those awful realities, 
towards which we are all hastening. 

To promote such beneficial purposes, and 
to inure my own mind to objects of .the 

.deepest concernment, I have been led to 
contemplate the state of this perishing body 

, of mine, about which I am now so interested, 
when it shall descend to ' the place appointed 

tve 
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for all living.' I have reconnoitred my future 

abode, and taken' a minute survey of the 

dwelling of which I must shortly be the 

tenant; and as the ideas, thus produced, have 

not been altogether unprofitable to · myself, l • 

present them to my n•, iu the hope that to 

her they may prove of_ some use, as well as 

to me. 

My imagination, then, has painted a traiu 

of mourners, following my inanimate day to 

its lopg home:. I have heard the convulsive 

sobs of those who were so closely twine<! 

round every fibre of this heart, while it con­

tinued to beat, as they took the farewell look, 

,, when depaJting from the brink of my solitary 

dwelling: I have followed the mourning group 

back to the place, now for ever bereft of its 

l~te inhabitant; and though grief sits on every 

face, and though the tear of sorrow dims 

every eye; yet a mixture of tranquil joy dif,. 

fuses- itself from heart to heart, as each ~on .. 

templates the yet remaining circle; and family 

affections, and family feelings, seem t? be 

invigorated by the painful breach that has 
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been made: But wl1ile they are tlnis • sl:iaring 
and communicating their pains and their plea-

( 

sures, i11y new abode admits uo such tender 
sensations; ' no lo"ed image charms my eye; 
no· social sounds · reach my ear. It is for me· to • • 

# say to corruption, ' Thou art my father,' and to 
the worm, ' thou art my mother and my sister.' 

And now night spreads her sable mantle . 
over all surrounding objects ; the • mon'uruents .. ; 
of iny companion"s are no longer visible. The 
clock strikes ! but no longer am 1· interested 
in the ·swiftness of tbe passing hours. With 
me the awful mar1date has·· been fulfilled., that 
tfme shaJ1 ·be no 'longer, and my ears are foi: 
ever sealed to its friendly me~ento. 

, •• ·, The night cometh, and also the morning; ~ 
the· cheerful morning, when man goeth forth 
to his work, and to his , labour; but with me 
there is _no work; nor device, nor_ kno_wl~dge. 
Happy, · thrice happy will it then be, if the 
'York that •was · once assigned _ me, and for 
\\

1
hich I was sent into the world, lrns been 

finished; if, indeed, I have' accompli bed, as an 

' 
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hireling, my day;' then, however gloomy may 

be my dw.elling in ,the estimation of ,the living, 

to me it will prove a ,bed of .rest, a bed ~of 

sweet repose., a secure retreat., however , the 

.storm and . tempest may _ agitate . the upper 

world. _ The wind may bowl, the rain < may 

descend, the snow . may conceal my humble 

hillock, .but I shall .sleep' l!nm~~ested and 

secure : many. a time . hav~ . I fr . their rage, . ~ 

-many a time h~ve , they b~at on 'my defence-

less head ; but they hav~ ~one :their , worst, 

.and the asylum now allotted me 1s impreg­

nable to their violence. 

~ And now tile winter is past, and ev,en the 

hearts of those who have -deposited their dear 

relative in the grave, are .revived by the-cheer­

ful season. ' Come,' say they, ' the winter 

is past, the rain is over -and gone, t.he .time 

of singing of birds is come, let ~s go forth i?to 

the fields, and let us remain jn the villag~s. 

Summer's joys succeed,· and autumn's golden 

s_tores; and ·now • tI1e days of mourning are . 

ended; the .external . badges of sorrow are 

laid aside ; but not so the dear remembrance. 

c5 
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' Time, aided by the revolving seasons, ancl 
the affairs and businesses of life, has blunted 

.the acuteness of the feelings; but the once 
·loved image is not effaced from the heart, 
·which will conlii1~e to send forth many a 
•sigh, notwithstanding the changes and revo­
'lutions which,a few years may produce. Ah! 
in a fe\v years, how may the circumstances 
,of our once united circle, of the dear in­
dividuals who now compose it, be changed ! 
How widdy may they be dispersed! How 
diverse their lot! how altered their ,1iews ! 
What revolution~, too, may they have witness• 
ed, not only among their particular connexions, 
but in the· ,vorld in general! They may have 
lieheld nation rising against nation, and king• 
dom against kingdom, and may have trembled. 
lest they should be overwhelmed in the gene• 
tal ruin ; but no tidings of calamities, pu hlic 
6r private, assail my repose: here 'the wicked 
eease from troubling, here the weary are at 
rest.'-I do not hear the sexton's spade dis­
turbing my silent dwelling; nor do I perceive 
the cheerful rays of light that again illume 
my nar;ow house! The solemn tolling bell 
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I do not hear, nor the sound of mariy foot­

steps! Now it tolls quickly! and now it ceases! 

Ah! a new inhabitant 11rrives ! '-It is my dear 

, .. : she has d·eposited another, and another 

of our dear circle by my side, and t weleon{ed 

them not; and now, a wa)·-worn traveller, 

herself arrives, and lays down her head among 

us, on the bed of rest .! 

A few more revolving years, and ·all she 

knew, and all she loved, ·are swept a,vay by 

the flood of time: other generations spring 

up, that know not us; and these, in turn, give. 

place to their successors; till tl:ie' lapse of iime,. 

since we lived, must not be counted by years; 

but by centuries. The eftort of affection to 

immortali.te my name, affords an additional 

proof of the perishing nature of all created· 

things ; the tender eulogium penned by ton-· 

nubial or filiai love has disappeared and sunk­

into the earth, to meet the dust whose memory' 

it was desigued to record; and time, by gra.,. 

dual strokes, bas obliterated the name on the: 

scarcely remaining stone. Even the venerable . 

edifice that marked the place of our inter .. 
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ment, .has fallen into a heap of ruins! Gene; 
rations have passed · away since the sacred 
rite·s were performed within its· walls; and . . 
ma·ny who there united· in sweet acts of devo: 
tiou, and songs of praise, are now assembled 
with the Church triumphant, singing the song 
of Moses and the Lamb. Here and there a 
mouldering arch informs the curious traveller, 
that this spot was once devoted to the worship 
of his God! _And if he· is ,vise, ai1d if he is 
pious, he will reflect with joy, that though these· 
teri1ples, niade wi!h hands, perish and decay"; 
yet He, for ·whose service they were erected, 
continues, and is ' the same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever.' 

But the Heavens themselves I wax old as a 
garment;' . then how much more shall the ·most 
durab~e edifice yield to · the unrelenting hand 
of Time ! Thus shall thes·e ruins be levelled 
t~ the ground; thus shall every vestige of 
~hen_1 ~isappear, till the once frequented spot 
be no longer venerated ! The flocki and herds 
may ,browse and trample here, ·when no· relic 
remains of the precious dust that lies beneath! 
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. ' 

Or, perhaps; the rural hainlet, or busy .to":n,· 
or · populous city, may rise on the site 1 of 

this lonely building, and a scull or a few 

unconnected bones, accidentally discovered in 

digging for a foundation, iuay produce a ·con­

jecture lhat this · might once ' have been ·a 

burying-place! Ah, bu'sy" mortals ! read you'i· 

own fate in ' these, _and pay them the · respect 

due to kiudred bones, by 'depositing them 

decently in the place whence they were torn. 

Yes, fellow mortals, ·you ate welcome to· bui'ld, 

and to "plant; and to act your parts ·iri this 

short and busy scene, though •it ·be over ou·r 

perishing· clay·. Much should I love to slumber 

unmolested till the last trumpet • sliall sound : 

yet I would rather tliat the populous city 

should · flourish over my head, vying w_ith 

Ba·bylon and Tyre in · riches· ·aud graudeu·r, 

than that, for its iniquity, ruin and desolation 

should. overspread my country. Let the sound 

of the millstone,' and the voice of the piper 

and harper, be hea·rd, rather than • th'at • of 

the owl, and the ·bittern, aud the cormorant! 

Silent and desolate inust ·my dwelling' be; 

but, 0 ! let not suc!t, desolation, such silence, 

(, 



3$ MATERNAL SOLICITUDE. 

reign over my once-beloved land ! Profound 
will my -· sleep be, whether peace or tumult 
i:eign above. 

Ah ! the dreary ages that roll away in slow 
succession, and no one knocks at the. door of 
:rpy prison ! Surely ' the Lord hath forsaken 
rue : my God hath' forgotten me!'-' ,vhere, 
is the promise of his coming 1, For, since I 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were. 
But ' the Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness.'-' The 
vision is fos an app!)inted time ; it will surely 
come, it will not tarry.'-Hark ! I hear a 
sound ! It is the voice of the archangel ! 
' Arise, ye dead, and • come to judgment!' 
bur.sis on my astonished ear. Joyful sum­
mons for me, if I can welcome my celestial 
spirit to reanimate my sleeping dust ! and 
welcome to these eyes those precious bodies 
from whom· I have been so long separated·! 
May it be ours ,to say, ' Here are we, and 
the' children whom thou hast given us,' every · 
orie of them. How gloriously improved since 
our last painful separatio_n ! They were sown 
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natural bodies, in weakntss and in disbonour1; 

they are raised spiritu~l bodies, in .glory and 

in power! Why, then, do my tho·ughfs thus 

delight to wander among the mansions . of the 

dead, and not rather in that land of light and 

consolation, into · which the happy spirit is 

ushered, at the moment of its disengagement 

from the body.of clay? 

At that moment, while friends are lament• 

ing over the inanimate corpse, the disem­

bodied and disencumbered spirit is triumph,­

ing before the throne of God; and while they 

are. occupied with the cares, the businesses; 

and the vanities of life, its divine employ is 

to praise Him who redeemed it, and washed 

it from all iniquity in his own blood. While 

nights and days follow each other, in rapid 

succession, in the lower world, in the world 

above ' there is no night, neither need of 

the light of the sun ; ' for ' the Lamb in the 

midst of the throne is the light thereof;' and 

while edifices the most durable are crumbling 

into decay, the spirits of the just are safely 

lodged, in ' a house not made with hands,. 
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:eternal in • the Heavens.' While wars and 
-fightiings are agitating the nether world,- peace, 
·everlasting peace, ·reigns undisturbed in those 
blissful regions; that eternal kin~dom, where 
are no revolutions, no , vicissitudes: 'where 
the inhabitants go no more out.' 

These a~e the contemplations, these the 
prospects, that enable the Christian to ex­
claim, 'O Death! where is thy sting? 0 gra.ve ! 

y,here- is thy victory 1' At the same time that 
·.he is constrafoed to ' work out his salvation 
with fear , and trembling;• knowing that .while 

• Christ is carefully watching over the precieus 
dust of his· people, there are multitudes lying 
in the grave like s/teep, Death preying upon 
them, who will have no part in this bless.ed 
resurrection : for, after all, ' broad is the 
road and wide is the gate · that leadeth to 
aestructiorr; and many there are that go in 
thereat.' Ah ! coold I be assuTed that none·of 
ri1y dear family ,vould be missing in that day! 
Bur their hearts I cannot know; alas ! I do 
not.know my o\m ! . ' .God.be merciful to me, 
a sinner!' is the most I dare utter before a 
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heart-searching God : and if my dear children 

can say but this much, with the self-abasement 

and the faith of the publican, I humbly hope 

we shall obtain mercy in that day, of Him 

who ' delighteth i;iot in the death of sinners, 

but had rather th~t they should turr~. from 

their evil ways and live.' Then we shall have 

to say, ' Not unto us, not unto us, but to thy 

name be all the &lory.' 
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No: VI. ! 

' Soul take thine ease ;- thou hast good1 laid up 
for many yeal's.' 

LuxE, chap, xii. ver. 19, 

You are no_t arrived at that period of life, 
my dear child, in which to solace yourself in · 
the possession of the worldling's tre.asure. His 
lands, his houses, and his bags, have as yet no 
charms for you; for, as the Apostle observes, 
' When I was a child, I spoke as a child, and I 
thought as a' child:' so, for the most part, 
you are at present occupied with, and delight 
in, childish things. Nevertheless, as there are 
treasures which your ag~ may view with de­
light and confidence, I will, on the contrary, 
show you iu what respects you may resemble 
him, who, with all his contrivances and fore­
cast, had no better title bestowed upon him 
by the voice of wisdom, than that of a 
fool! 
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In the first place, you may be ready, my 

child, to say, ' Soul, take thine ease; thou 

hast goods laid up for many years,' with 

respect to your dear friends and relations. 

You have parents, brethren, and sisters, and 

possibly flatter yourself, that, surrounded with 

these, you are ·well defended froni the cala­

mities of life. You commit all your care to 

them, ~epending on their care for you :_ but 

melancholy lessons have not been wanting in 

your short life, whic~ may teach you the· folly 

of too firm a reliance on the creature, and • 

warn you how soon you may be bereft of all 

you hold so dear; and have to sally forth 

into the world, ' to wander and to weep.' 

' Trust not, therefore, in an arm of flesh;' for, 

' Cursed is man that trusteth in man, and 

maketh flesb his arm:' but while you duly 

appreciate your mercies, (and great mercies 

they are,) yet, ' hold them as though you held 

them not.'-·' Cease from man, whose breath 

is in hi · nostrils ;' and place your dependence 

on Him, who has said, ' When father and 

mother forsake thee, then I, the Lord, will 

take thee up.' 

, . 
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, • Again, say not, 'Soul take .thine ease, I hnc 
health )aid up for many years,', ·.because. you 
enjoy the blessing .of- health to day; for how 
know you what may take place to-morrow 1 
It is now twenty years since your mother rose 
one morning in tolerable health; and, before 
ufght, :was attacked by a malady, under whicb 
she .has, been suffering ever since.; t_he melan­
choly effects .of which you witness every day. 

• : Be it your ambition, then, to cultivate that 
happy temper in which, though the outward 
man ·may decay, the inward man is daily re­
newed and strengthened. Be your journeying 
towards that City, where the inhabitants shall 
not any more say, ' I am sick.' 

• • ' Sou), take thine ease,' is a feeling often 
indulged by the youpg, in the expectation -of 
long life. _,_But how vain the confidence, from a , 
being ·who is cpmpared to ~morning , ' flower~ 
~·hich in the evening is cut down and wither­
eth ! ' Whose Jonges,t life is called but a spau, 
a vision, a tale that is told ! But if, my child; 
the fabric of your happiness is composed of 
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sucli frail and perishable materials, as friends, 

or he~lth, or length of ·days,· ori of any, te1ii­

poral enjoyments you·. may ~ now · .possess, ~ or 

yet hope to . obtain ; you may gaze; indee<l, 

on the structure; and he · ready.,,_to exelai_!l1?. as 

some did .on a yery differerit occasion,·'.' What 

manner of stones,· and what buil~ings, ;' are 

here!• But you ,may" alsQ hear the voice$of 

wisdom.·reply. to such vain boastings, ' Verily 

there is not one· st61ie upon another, that 'shall 

not be thrown down.' ! ; • 

Yet there- are things of which .you might 

make this, boast with propriety; an<l :might 

even exclaim; ' Soul take thine ·ease, . thou 
hast goods . laid up for , ·many years.' ; Need 

• .I say, • they are bags which .. wa-x not old; 

treasures, which neither IJ}Oth, nor , rust can 

corrupt, and laid up where • thieves ·ca_unot 

break through and steal; even ,dut~blc riches, , 

and righteousnes~; the pearl of gre"at price, 

deposited ·iu a city .that hath:fqn,11c;Iatjons,· in 

a house not made with , hands, · eternal in the 

Heavens. -Your food, the heavenly manna, 

' bread which the world knows nQt of;' your 
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raiment, the white and spotless robe of the 
Redeemer's righteousness. With these trea• 
sores in prospect, though your frail body 
should be bend_ing under sickness and adver­
sity, you may yet ' be full, and abound ; ' you 
may eat; drink, and be merry . . Or, if favoured 
with prosperity, you are authorized to enjoy 
the bounties of Providence, for a blessing is 
upon your basket and your store: Who, then, 
would no seek jfrst the kingdom of God and 
his righteous~ess, and leave all inferior things 
to be bestowed by Him, who will give or 
withhold, according as our eternal interests 
may be best promoted 1 Who would not 
covet to have goods laid up thus for many 
years; goods for this life, and for that whic~ 
is to come; treasures as inexhaustible as eter­
nity itself 1 While the thoughtless worl~liog 
is ,rejoicing in his youth, and walking in the 
sight of his eyes, regardless of the awful 
threatening, that God will, for all these things, 
bring him to judgment; the Christian may 
anticipate that day with confidence and joy, 
as the time ' when he will be put in full 
possession of his inheritance, and when he 
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may secure1y say, in the language of holy 

triumph, ' Soul, take ,thine ease ; thou hast 

goods laid up, not now for many years merely, 

but for the countless ages of a never-ending 

eternity.' 

,. 
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... 
. No: VII. 

' A great multitude, which no man co'!ld number.' 

REV. chap. vii. ver. 9, 

WHILE these words make the Christian's heart 
ex~1lt, at the- multitudes who will partake of 
the heavenly blessedness, rivers of waters run 
from his eyes, when he considers how few they _ 
are, compared with that company, who, by 
the broad road, and through the wide gate, 
are daily passing to destruction. Such re­
flections would dishearten the young pilgrim, 
but for the assurance that there is a divine 
Power engaged to defend and protect him, 
amidst all obstacles and dangers, and eve~­
tually to conduct him safely to the heavenly 
kingdom. 

Nothing less than infinite wisdom, good­
ness, and power, extending to the various 
circum_st ances of every individual, could have 
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peopled heaven with such a numerous throng, 
when the descent to destruction is so uninter­
rupted and easy, and the impediments that 
obstruct the way to eternal life are so for­
midable and so numerous . 

. 
In this mutable world, the avocations and 

pursuits of the swarms who inhabit it, are 
almost as various as their faces ; and of many 
who are apparently pursuing the same end, 
perhaps a very small proportion is actuated 
precisely by the iame motive. Different ages, 
education, and dispositions, produce an almost 
infinite variety in the internal principle, while 
the external conduct, to a superficial observer, 
may appear to .be the same. But in the world 
above, one noble employment, the result of 
one individual principle, actuates all its in­
habitants: all, with one accord, cast their 
crowns at the foot of Him, who ' loved them 
and washed them from their sins in his own 
blood :' all uuite in one harmonious song, and 
ascribe ' glory and honour, dominion and 
power, to Him that sitteth on the throne, and. 
to the Lamb, for ever and ever.' 

D 
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. But of this numerous, and now• harmonious 
company, how many are there, my dear *n, 
who arc summoned from this lower .world , 
at your period~ of life! and .do they regret the . 
exchange 1 Have they not found_, that ' to 
depart and to be with Christ, is far better 1' 
But .hqw • obtained they .admittance into the ' 
h~avenly city .1 They were ,yeak .as you are; , 
were ignorant and helpless as you are.; assailed 
by the vanitie_s and baubles, that tempt and 
captivate you. But say not, my child, 'I shall 
one day fall by the hand of these tempta­
tions;' for behold an innumerable company of 
such as you are, who, following this Captain 
of their salvation, ' fought the good fight, and 
finished their course,' and have had their 
young heads adorned with the laurel of vie• 
.tory, with a crown of never-fading glory. 

Many too there are,. who were called amid 
the hurry and bustle of an active life ; who, 
to. the eye of sense, could ill be· spared from 
their families an~ dependants; but such,_ how-
ever ' cumbered with much serving' here 
below, !Jad obtainecl the rare art of being, 
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while c diligent in business, fervent in spirit, 

serving the Lord.' How· such would exult, 

though they left their earthly work unfinished, 

to fin~ themselves so soon in the possession of 
the heavenly rest! 

O( this innumerable c~mpany, • there are 

also many, who sojourned.a long time below. 

Years had passed over their heads, diversified 

by all the vicissitudes to which huimin life 

is exposed ; but what an insignificant ·speck 

• is such a period, with all the events that 

made it interesting, compared with an eternity 

begun ! How light are the afflictions under · 

which they were ready to sink, and the dura­

tion of them how mo~nentary, in their present 

estimation ! Many had been groaning fot years 

under the decays of their mortal nature.-Now, 

all pains and .infirmities are done away,. and 

exchanged for unfailing life, and health, and 

vigour. ' They shall 110 more say I am sick, 

for the pe~ple that dwell there are forgiven 

their iniquities.' 

How many of this innumerable compat1y 
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were once the· poor and despised of this world; 
who, while a~counted ' the scum and offscour­
ing of all things/ were ' rich in grace;' who, 
while they wer-e .in want. of daily bread, had 
food for their souls, which . the world never 
tasted! and enjoyed many a delicious repast, 
which was but a foretaste of the banquet to 
which they have now sat down _! 

• And though it is difficu'lt for a rich man, who 
is surrounded with earthly gleasures, to enter 
the kingdom of God, yet, to the· glory of 
divine grace, there are .many rich and noble 
there, who, having first sought ' the kingdom 
of God and his righteou~ness,' . had ' all other 
things added to them.' 'f-hese used the world 
as uot abusing it; and these are they to whom 
i,t will be said, in an especial ma_nner, ' Come, 
ye blessed, of my Father, receive the kiogrlom 
prepared for you from the foundation_ of the 
world; for I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
foad; I was_ thirsty an~ ye gave me drink; I 
was naked and ye clothed me; siok, and in 
prison, and ye came unto me : enter ye into 
the joy of your Lord.' . 
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How great, then, will be the condemnation, 

how terrible the . self-accusations, of those, 

who, at last, shall find themselves shut out by 

an impassable gulf, from this holy multitude_; 

which, notwithstanding every hindrance and 

obsta~le, has gained admittance, ' through the 

gates, into the city!' What prevented them 

from joining the happy number 1 Did perse­

cution, or affliction, or distress, or fomine, or 

sword, or nakedness 1 Behold, these blessed 

spirits are they ' who came (JUt of great tri­

bulation,' and whom neither prosperity n9r 

adversity could separate from ' the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.' Will 

any plead poverty, that they were so occupiea 

in providing for their daily wants, as to have 

no leisure to attend to their immortal in­

terests 1 the anthems of those who were once 

as poor, will put them to silence: or will any 

plead the deceitfulness of riches, as that which 

destroyed them 1 there is a wealthy Abraham, 

a prosperous Jacob; who, though he _passed 

over Jordan with his staff only, in a few years 

became two bands. There is King David, the 

man after God's own heart, and many of bis . 
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po1,te-rity, who succeedecl him on the throne of 
Judah. There is Joseph of Arimathea, the 
rich man, who performed the last offices for 
his Si-tviour. There are the elect lady, and 
lier children, to whom John wrote, and muf. 
titudes more, who prove th~t riches are not 
~n insnrmountable obstacle to entering the 
kin~dom of God. \iVhat circumstances, then, 
ean hi11der my <lear child from following them, 
' who throug~ faith an<l patience inherit the 
promises?' In her ' Father's house there arc 
·many mansions ; bread enough, au<l to pare: 

' though the guests are numerous, )'et there 
is room.' Behold your parents, in co11j11uction 
with the miui lers of the Gospel, sent to com. 
pel you to come. in. Say not, ' I pray thee 
l1ave me excused.' Are you weak? Behold 
one who • carries tbe lambs in his bosom.' Are 
you worthless? 'He will uot break the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoking flax.' A re you 
tempted by a gay and allurin()' world? He has 

• promi eu to succour those· who are tempted. 
What circumstances of difficulty can my child 
be in, from which He cannot find a way for 
Jier to escape 1 Behold yon innumerable com-
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pany, and reflect on the virtue and efficacy of 

the Redeemer's blood, which was able to 

satisfy for the sins of every individual, though 

more iu number than the hairs of his head; 

and then exclaim, ' 0 the unsearchable riches 

of Chris~!' He has brought many sons and 

daughters to gl?ry, and he now ~vaits to be 

gracious to you; that, notwithst<mding your 

discouragements, he may present you, ' with­

out spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, before 

his Father, with· that great company, ' which 

no man can number.' ' 
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No. VIII. 

' Tby servant went no whithe1·.' 

2 K,;NGs, chap. v. ver. 25. 

IT is a great encouragement to the Christian, in the cultivation of his graces, to know, that 
while he is building up one grace, I1e is laying 
the foundation for another. Thus the Apostle 
iuforms us, that trib~fation worketh patience, 
and patience experience, and experience hope. 
So does one divine qualification spring from 
another till the whole man is complete, and 
attains ' the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.' But it is equally true, that 
sinful propensities operate in a similar manner; 
and_ so depraved is the heart of mao, that a solitary vice is not to be found in it. The 
vile prevarication of Cain, of--' I know not ; 
am I my brother's keeper 1' originated in 
murder. When Rebekah and Jacob united 
to obtain the blessing by craft aqd guile, she 
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was influenced by an unjustifiable partiality ; 

he, by a want of due confidence in Divine 

Providence. The foolish and false excuse 

made by Aaron, when Israel was detected 

dancing round the golden calf, was the off­

spring of idolatry. The lies of Ananias and 

Sapphira were· dictated by covetousness; aod 

this was the vice which occasioned Gehazi to 

say, 'Thy servant went no whither.' The love 

of gain was the base principle in his heart; for 

which he became a living monument of the 

just vengeance of God, and carried the marks 

of his sin to the grave. But those who ima­

gine that their tongues alone can be the instru­

ments of falsehood, are greatly mistaken. He 

that attempts to produce an erroneous idea in 

the mind of another, is a liar, whatever means 

he may emplo. : for, as to lie is to deceive; so, 

to deceive is to lie, be the deception practised 

in any form it may. 

If this is true, then by what name must we 

call that person, who is mak'iug an expensive 

and o tentations display in the world, to which 

bis pecuniary resources are inadequate? Does 

D 5 
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lie not in_ effect say, ' I am rich;' while m 
reality he is poor 1 To what calamities do not 
falsehoods Jike these expose those who pnic­
tise them? 'l'o what injuries, those who are 
connected with them 1 

But the hour of temptation is not yet 
arrived, when yon, my dear child, may 
be in danger of falling info this, so pre­
valent error. Females of your age practise 
falsehoods, l:iy different means, from different 
motives; . but which, nevertheless, are suffi­
ciently important in their consequences, as 
well as bad in I he principle from which they 
proceed, to autbo, ize an ea rue t expostu­
lation. I allude lo the disgusting affectations 
which , many of your age and sex begin to 

, indulge ; to the pains they take to appear 
what they are_ not; affecting lisps, and im­
pers, and airs, till° they become a strange 
compound of the ridiculous and unnatural ; 
unlike every thing that is simple aud pleasing, 
and resembling the disgusting picture drawn 
by the prophet Isaiah, of those damsels in 

, 11is time, who went 'minciog _wit_h their feet/ 
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and whose mamiers · were deemed sufficiently 

reprehensiblr, to incur the censure of divine 

inspiration. Such, though not punished wit h 

a. leprosy white as snow, may attain ~nanners 

quite as disgusting; and, if not early subdued, 

as permanent and incurable. 

As there are wavs so ·many and so various in 

which truth may be violated, I am anxious, 

my child, to guard you against- them; and 

while I discourse on the subject, I beseech 

you not to say, as Pilate did, ' What is truth 1' 

and tlien rise up and go your way, without 

waiting for ·a reply. The fal ehoods -that are 

practised in the world, by attempting to 

appear otherwise than we are-, would form too 

large a catalogue for me here to enumerate, 

yet I should leave the most important part 

of my work undone, were I not to ad ert to 

that deceit, which , e a-re all too apt to prac­

tise upon OLlr" own so~ls, ,, hile we cry 'peace, 

when there is uo peace,' 'and conteut ourselves 

with the outward ' form of godliness, without 

the power.' We may have a name to live 

-among men; our fellow-creatures, and · even-. 
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ou_rselves, we may deceive; but God, who 
searcheth the heart, we cannot deceive: He 

- is the God of Truth; and truth he desireth in 
the inward parts. Of what avail is it, . then, 
that we carry a Ii~ in our right hand 1 Rather 
Jet us appr_ove 01:1rselves to his all-seeing eye, 
by practising truth universally, in our dealings 
both with God and man. 

Guile, deceit, prevarication, whether in word 
or deed, can- only pr~ceed from want of rec­
titude in our conduct : for that which is 
obtained honestly, which is possessed pru­
dently, which is not disreputable or unseemly, 
need not be concealed. The dagger it is 
which is carried under the cloak. There 
would be little whispering if there were Jess 
mischief. If you intend no m to any one, 
it is of little consequence, in general, who 
knows what you intend. , Cultivate, then, a 
frank and open temper, which is a much 
better pledge of ·genui~e integrity than is an 
air of mystery and· reserve:- and while you 
make a solemn appeal to the great Searcher 
of hearts to see what evil there is m you, 
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shrink not from making a similar appeal to 
your fellow-creatures.,, and let thell:\ also search 
~ou, and try you, if they plea~e. It was ~ 
memorable encomium which, our L9rd passed 
upon Nathanael, ' Behold an Israelite in~~ed, 
in whom is uo guile!' And whei:e d.o~s the 
sacred '70lqme exhibi~ a more eng~g.ing cha­
racter 1 What greater honour could be be­
stowed on mortal man, than to be so ju~ged 
by Him, who alone is competent to discover 
genuine sincerity 1 Let. it be your ambition, 
my child, to imitate so illustrious an example, 
that when interrogated, you may hav~ a' ready 
answer to give. If you have never injured 
your fellow-creature,, by word or deed ; if you 
have never ' shot an arrow at him, even bitter 
words;' but, on the contrary, have habituaJly 
sought his good, should the question be put 

. to you, ' Where is thy brother 1' ,you will 
have no occasio~ lo reply, ' I know not; am 
I my brother's ~eeper '!' -If you have a firm 
faith and reliance on Divine Provide~ce, you 
will not stand in need of mean contriv-,.nces, 
and low subterfuges, to obta!n any earthly 
good. The hand that is occupied in dressing 
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, a savoury morsel for a sic'k and infirm parent;· 

is laudably employed : provided it is not with. 

intent to supplant a brother, ana obtain his. 

birthright : and it is _only while -you have no 

idol in your house and in your heai:t, that you 

can have no occ'asion for the vain excuses of 

idolatrous Israel. While :you have recourse 

to ·no unjustifiable means to keep what you 

have, or to obtain ~hat you have not, you 

need not eqLtivocate with Gehazi, nor lie with 

Ananias and Sapphira. 

And r-emember, whatever propensity you 

may now: feel to appear in disguise, and to 
seem what you are not, the day is approaching 

when you must appear as you are, in the view 

of men and angels; and, what is of far greater 

consequence, when you shall be revealed to 

yourself! If to yourself JOU- should remain 

during your life a stranger, you will then 

appear in all your native deformity : and oh~ 

how appalling, how humiliating will be the 

view! But I would hope better things of 

you, my child, and that you are included in 

the happy number who ·are Israelites indeed-, 

io whom is no guile. 

. ' 

Tra 

' 



MATERN AL SOLICITUDE. 63. 

Be Tr'llth then, my dear child, your con­

tinual object. Lovely, amiable, undisguised 

Truth, reaching to the inward parts, and per­

vading -the whole _ of your character. Let it 

be your daily study and delight; otherwise, 

when . the time of your departure is at hand,, 

and you are about to render an account of the 

deed-s done ia your body, how will you,. with 

any well-grounded confidence, he able to say, 

' Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit ; 

thou hast redeemed me, 0 Lord ! thou God. 0£ 

T1.tUTH 1' 



64 MATERN AL SOLICITUDE. 

No. IX. 

' And when Ahithop.hel saw that his counsel was not 
followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, and gat 
him home to bis house, to his city, and put his 
homehold in order, and hanged himself, and died, 
and ~as buried -in the sepulchre of his father.' 

2 SAM. chap. xvii. ver. 23. 

THERE cannot be a greater satire upon human 
wisdom, than this story. The subject of it, 
we are informed, had such a reputation for 
wisdom, that to consult him, was as if a man 
inquired of the oracle of God. He possessed 
that depth of penetration, that clear foresight, 
which e1~abled him to pronounce upon the 
issue of events, with a confidence that would 
have branded a common understanding with 
temerity and presumption. H.e was, there­
fore, naturally held in high estimation among 
his friends; and possibly his superior sagacity 
was_not underrated by himself. Nevertheless, 
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while we render a just tribute of praise to· 
wisdom so profound as his, we mourn over 
the self-conceited Ahithopbels, whom we see 
every day; from whose advice, opinions . and _ 
decisions, no appeal must he made. Su-ch 
characters as these are the last to receive 
what they so imperiously force upon others. 
Happy is it for the world that the character 
is not universal: if it were, if such a thing 
as an humble and yielding temper were no 
where to be found, peace would be banished 
from the earth. In that case, we should have 
no occasion to look to hostile armies for scenes 
of contention and warfare; but every neigh­
bourhood, every house, would be in tumult, 
with wars, and fightings~ and domestic broils. 
Happy is it, I say, for the peace of society, 
that there are some among • us who prefer 
peace to their own opinions ; and thereby 
exhibit more real wisdom than Ahithophel 
with all his boastetl sagacity. Of him it may 
be suspected, without breach of charity, that 
the awful course he took was the result of 
wounded pride, rather than of zeal m the 
cause of his friend. 
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It is certain that Ahithophet, the sagacious 

Ahithophe1, was in reality a fool; J~r ' the 

fool hath said in his heart there is no God;' 

anrl if he had possessed a thorough belief in 

the existence of such a Beiug, he would not 

• have rushed into his presence · with hands 

-stained with his· own blood. He was a fool, 

as he was incap<.iblc of weighing a temporary 

mortification, the sl ight of at llow-mortal; and 

the fai ur-e of a favourite sci eme, agaiust the 

reproaches of his own conscience, and the 

wrath of Him \'- ho had given him life; and 

•Whom he rebell ed against by thro wing it away. 

s ·uch was Ahithophel ; and' from reviewing his 

· character we n~ay form some estim.ation of 

human wisdom, and learn to covet that wis­

dom which is from above, and which will guide 

us safely through this life, as well as conduct 

us certainly to that which is to come. 

But I am not apprehensive, my dear child, 

that your fellow-creatures will ever place you 

in the situation of Ahithophel, by an appli­

cation to your wisdom, as the oracle by which 

they are to· conduct their affairs; though it Ii 
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not impossible but, iu your small sphere, you 
may be called upon for counsel and advice: 
not because of your superior · sagacity, but 
because in the 'multitude of counsellors ther; 
is safety. In that case you will do well ' to 
keep self-love out of the question, and deliver 
your opinion with modesty, humility, and sub­
mission ; allowing those who consult you, to 
think and act for themselves, after all, and to 

select from our ad\'ice such portic;ms as their 
own wisdom may suggest: lndee~, I know of 
no dispositions which stand more in need of 
the gol<len rule tb an the obstinate and over­
bearing. Surely none are so well qualified 
to appreciate the feelings of others, when op­
posed, as they who themselves· cannot endure 
opposition. Such should reflect, th~t they 
cannot be always right, any more tlian others 
can be always wrong; and that, by uever 
yielding, they in effect assume infalli.bility. 

Yet there are subjects on which we may 
advance and maintain an opinion, without the 
apprehension of a mistake: where we may 
bestow counsel, and grieve if it is rejected: 
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not ~ecause a slight is implied upon ourselves, 
but on account of the inevitable consequences 
of neglecting it, to those to whom it is given_. 
There are occa~ions upon which we are au­
thorized to be firm and unyielding ; opinions 
which we are enjoined to maintaiu, even though 
opposed by all around us. You will perceive 
that these can only be of a spiritual nature, 
and of eternal concernment. 

But even here our zeal should be according 
to knowledge, with all wisdom, meekness, and 
gentleness; taking care to avoid the mistake 
of those, who imagine that they may be guilty 
of any violence, if they have but the sanction 
of religion to their cause. Yet, if it fall to 
our lot, and become our bounden duty, to 
warn --some impenitent sinner of his danger, 
we must not address him with uneertainty 
and.hesitation, keeping pace with his languid 
notions about matters of eternal interest ; we 
must not tell him, that to continue in sin may 
possibly involve him in destruct_ion: we may 
affirm confidently, that ' the wages of si1'l is 
death.' We must not be contented with hint-
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ing, that God is 'Sometim_es displeased ,v,ith • 

him; but we are authorized t0 assert, that .he 

is angry with the wicked every. day ; nor may 
we flatter him that the good things he may 

possess are any distinguishing tokens ,of his · 

Creator's favour; on the contrary, we are 
sure that the curse of God is in the house 
of the wicked, however foll his barns, and 
rich his coffers. 

If, on the other hand, we should behold 
some poor trembling sinner inquiring the way­
to Zion, with his face thitherward, we need 
not feel dubious how to direct him; should 
we see him knocking at Mercy's door, ,ve 
shall not stimulate him to persevetance by 
the faint hope that perhaps it may be opened; 
that if he ask, he may receive; and that if 

h_e seek, he may possibly find; but we may 

assure him, that ' whosoever cometh shall in 
nowise be cast out.' 

And remember, for your own consolation, 
my dear child, that however dark and uncer­

tain your path may be, through this intricate 
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wilderness, yet, if you follow your guide, if 
you ·adhere to your rule, you cannot mistake 
your road : the directions are plain; that ' he 
may run who readeth: the way-faring man, 
though a fool, shall not err therein.' You may 
freque~tly be a a loss iu matters of temporal 
concernment; your affairs may be so compli­
cated as to baffle your own wisdom, and that 
of your friends; and inany a lesson you may 
learn from dear bought experience, which will 
more effectually convince you of your own 
weakness and fallibility, · than all the sage 
warnings which you are now accustomed to 
hear; but what a consolation is it to reflect, 
that those things which are of the highest 
importance, of eternal moment, are those upon 
which you may act with the greatest certainty; 

-because the word of Him who cannot lie, ii 
your rule and guide. 

Noh,itbstanding the most promi ing ap­
pearances of temporal projects, we may find, 
sometimes, that we have been building on the 
sand ; but if our eternal hopes uave the word 
of God for their foundation, the rain may 
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descend, and the winds m'ay blow, in varn; 

we are built on the rock of ages. And those, 

too, whose intellectual powers are of the lowest 

order, may take encouragement from the con­

sideration, that God hath chosen ' the foolish 

things of this world to confound the wise ; ' 

revealing unto babes that genuine wisdom 

which teaches us to ' set our affections on 

things above, and not o~ things below_, 
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No. X. 

' The labour of the olive shall fail: 

HABAKKUK, chap. iii. ver, 17, 

IT exhibits an eminent instance of the Pro­
phet's faith, of his indifference to worldly 
prosperity, and of his heavenly mindedness, 
that after realizing such a variety of tem­
poral calamities, he could exultingly excl_aim, 
' Nevertheless, I will rejoice in the Lord, I 
will joy in the God of my salvation.' Happy 
are th.ey, in a mutable world like this, who in 
expectation of any, or all of these calamities, 
can adopt similar language; and in the want of 
all things, thus know how to abound. 

Such deprivations are best appreciated by 
those, who have previously been accustomed 
to the luxuries of life: severe, indeed, is the 
,trial, if then the fig-tree fail to blossom, and 
there be no fruit in the -vine. But even this 
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would be more tolerable than to be d·eprived 

. of its comforts, by the floc~s ~eing cut ·off 
from the folJ, and the herd from the stalls·: 
and if7 to aggravate the calamity, its nec(!s­
sa1'ies were to be withheld.; if the fields should 

yield no meat, then some might .be ready to 
imagine that no addition could be mad~ fo 

' their misery. Such, <loubtless,_ would be the 

sentiments of the world ling, whose chief soli-

.citude is about what he shall eat, and wliat 
be shall drink, and wbere,,•itbal he shall be 
clothed. But there are deeper woes than 

these. Wheu the divine penman mentioned 
the much. laboured _olive, be classed it with 
die vine and the fig-tree· ; and attached no 
other than the literal meaning to the ten'n : 
but as our children are compared · by -the 
sweet singer of Israel to olive branches round 
about our table, I shall cull this plant for my 
present purpose, and use it as an emblein of 
those more precious plants, so dear to a parent:5 
heart. 

It is a parent only who can know the watch­
iµg, the weariness, the nights of sleeplessnes:i, 

1l, 
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- 'and days of care, which are inseparable from 
the rearing of a family~ and which·their bodily 
:welfare. requires : ·. should we find that our 
utmost , care and vigilance can raise only a 

puny and feeble constitution, how great is 
,the disappointment ! And if, after all,' we 

have but been fostering the object of our 
hopes for a premature grave, then is it that 
faith _is tried, and that it triu_mphs gloriously, 
if enabled- to exclaim, ' I will yet rejoice in 
the Lord, and joy m the God of my sal­

vation ! ' 

Yet are there those who can affii:m, by sad 
- <experience, that deeper wounds may be in-. 

:flicted tliau by the dart of1<leath. They who 
have lived to see all their schemes abortive, 

nd those plans . frustrated, which t~ey had 
·1~ost discreetly laid for the ptosperity of 
•their family : frustrated, perhaps, by un­
•avoidable misfortune ; or worse still, if by 
imprudence thus annihilating their sanguine 
hopes, and most pleasing speculations ; and 
even rendering-those w~10, should have ·been the 

, stay arid support of their de6lining years, a 
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weight and incumbrance, at a season too when 

the grashopper is a burden. At how mauy 

points may the heart of a parent be wounded ! 

And where is it that he is not vulnerable 1 For, 

should none of these evils ever, befall him, 

there are others, which have brought the 

grey hairs of many in sorrow to the grave. 

With a healthy and prosperous offspring it 

is possible for parents to be deprived of all 

the happiness they have so hardly earned and 

dear)_y bought, by the ungrateful and undutiful 

carriage of their children towards them ; with­

holding from them that respect and attention 

to which their long and faithful s~rvices 

entitle them, wearying them by peevishness, 

disturbing them by passion, setting their 

authority at nought by obstinacy and self­

will ; and doing all in their power to confirm 

them in the truth of that divine warning, (of 

which they need no confirmation,) that here is 

not their rest. The enormity of such con­

duct can best be estimated by the forcible 

and repeated injunctions in Scripture, to the 

performance of filial duti~s, and the heavy 

E2 
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woes there denounced upon a failure in them. · 
Arguing' fro1~1 these coui inands and threaten­
ings, we are warranted to number such • a 
failure of the much laboured· olive among the 
most . poiguant ·of human woes; because it is 
conduct which marks the character base, and 
suppresses any present hope of its lieing in­
fluenced by religious principles. w ·hal ! my 
child! a precious part of myself, a stranger to 
religion! _Ab! what is a body, unsightly, de­
formed, · and emaciated by disease, to that 
state of the ·soul, which is repre~ented as full 
of wounds, and bruises, and putrefying sores! 
where the whole head is sick; and the whole 
he.art faint 1 What 'is it to consi.gn the mortal 
part of a dear child -to the grave, compared 
with the sad co11viction, that one so precious 
i's dead in trespasses and sins ! Could I look 
into Pie tomb, au~ behold the skeleton, strip­
ped of that dear clothing, which I once used 
to contemplate with so much delight, ought I 
to feel a pang equal to that arising from tlie 
perishing condition of the immortal soul, 
where no symptom_s of animation appear to 
invigorate my hopes, to gladden my heart 1 

3 
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' Can these dry bones live 1' would be the 

language of every sigh. '0 Lord! thou know­

est' the only support of every languid hqpe. 

My dear • 0
, your father and I have, to the 

best of our abilities, endeavoured to promote 

the prosperity of our children, with regard 

to this world, by early inuring them to habits 

of activity, .and thereby securing them an 

ir~dej.>endence beyond the power of riches to 

bestow; and yet, notwithsta_nding all our care • 

and labour, and all yours, there may be no_ 

fruit i~ your vin~, no herd in your stall, no 

meat in your fields. In tha1 case, by bring­

ing you up in the nurture and adi:nonition 

of. the Lord, we have, in som~ measure, pre­

parerl you to combat such evils, and taught 

you to ' set your aft'tctions ~:rn things above;' 

where neit her moth uor ru t ca11 c9rrupt, and 

where thieves do not break through and steal: 

And though our sorrows would be great to see, 

after all our solicitude, any of our dear family 

in iud igeut circumstances, yet how greatly 

would it be . alleviated by the consideration, . 

if permitted to indulge it, that though dis-
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appointed in our worldJy • schemes, we had 
been instrumental in the salvation ' of their 
souls. If planted in the house of the Lord, 
and .flourishing in the courts of their God, we 
should have abundant consolation, though 
their bodies were to languish and de~ay, and 
their outward circumstances to fail. 

Never-theless, ~ee, my dear child, (as I 
before obs~rved,) how very vulnerable is · a 
parent's heart. From many wounds you can­
not defend it, by :your utmost vigilance, be­
cause you cannot defend yourself; but, in 
various respects, your father's and your 
_mother's happiness is at your disposal ; and 
there is no more effectual method of ensuring 
it, than ~y setting immediately about the 
work of religion : this will give them the best 
security for your temporal prosperity, (at least 
so much of it as is really good for you,) for 
godliness hath the promise of this life, as well 
as of that which· is to come. And this will be 
the . best and surest pledge for your fulfilling 
the duties of life, not only to your parents, 
but to society around you. With divers afHic-
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tions have your parents been visitrd: we have 

seen, at times, -our vine and our fig-tree 

blighted; but if our olives, our much laboured 

olives, should yield their increase, ' then, in­

deed, will we j_oy in the Lord, and rejoice 

in the God of our salvation.' 

; 
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.. No. XI. 

. 
' My father; thou art the guide of my youth.' 

JEREMIAH, chap. iii. ver .... 

So I said, (or to this effect,) from an effusion . 
of filial affoctfon, when, a little girl of six years 
old, I was walking with my dear father one 
summer's evemng. To him I looked, on him 
I depencled for all present happiness. Of the 
future I thought not ; and I imagined him 
capable of defending me froni every evil ; of 
procuring for me every good. Bnt I was 
leaning on the staff of a broken reed; for, in 
a "erv few weeks aftnwards, . tlJis beloved . . 
father was numl.,ered with the dead, and left 
me an orphan, with a h~art capable of re­
ceiving I he deepest wound from his lo~s, but, 
for a long season incapable of healing; for, 
though fift_y •. ears have since revolved, my 
bosom still l,Jeeds on the anniversary of that 
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m~morable day, which deprived (!le ~f him for 

ever . . But let me no longer _indulge u11a_vai~ing _ 

grief; rather would I endeavour to ext_ract 

good out of evil, _for the benefit of my dear 

child, that w_hat I once sowed i~ tears, she 
. . 

may reap m Joy. 

, ' 
Ah, my dear ,1,,1,~\ you ·are yet a s~ranger to 

the pangs of a child, ivatching over !he bed o_f 

a dying parent: so long a·~ this especial mercy 

is continued to you, while you hold_ them as 

though you held them not, yet know your 
~ "- .. 

privilege ; and a greater privilege a child can-

not enjoy, than to have both parents spared, 

during the · helplessne~s of ~nfancy, _and the 
inexperience of youth. Y-0u , have not only 

your temporal wants su~plied, without any 

care or conc~rn of yours, but you have the 

means of such instruction from 1 hem, as few 

but parents are inclined to bestow. To live 

under ajather's roof, to be the object of a 

mot_lter's daily_ care, are blessings which, _ per• 

haps, only an orphan can duly appreciate. 

My dear father seemed to be aware of this: 

when, in his dying agomes, his anxious ey_e : 

E 5 
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pursued me to every corner of the room, and 
• when he expressed such earnest solicitude con­

cerning my future gu_ardians ..... and instructors. 
Departed saint! I shall ever feel grateful for 
this last instance of thy love. During the 
mournful scene, grief for his loss was the only 
sensation of which I was capable: I was too 
young to understand his anxieties and appre­
hensions ; they were to be explained by time, 
and time ha_s done its office. 

Before I quit the bed of my dying parent., 
let me take occasion to make some remarks., 
my ***., on the different sensations of children, 
d'!ring such mournful seasons. By some, the 
return that was due to affectionate parents for 
their incessant care, has never been made till 
the 1noment of separation; and then, many an 
arrow which they had shot, perhaps thought­
lessly., at a parent's heart, rebounds again, and 

. pierces their own with a yet deeper wound. 
-ti.s for me, grief, deep, genuine grief, the result 
of the sincerest affection, was the only sen­
sation th~t eve_r annoyed me at the dy_ing bed 
of either pareut; nt>r could memory inflict one 

- . 

Pai 
0\1 

Th 

all 



MATERN AL SOLICITUDE. 83 

pang, when the daug~ter, of forty-two years 

old, closed the eyes of her dying mother. 

This is a consolation which many would give 

all their treasures to purchase. 

What do I not owe. to Him, _who has so 

faithfully fulfilled his promise, that ' When , 

thy father and thy mother forsake thee, ' 

then the Lord shall take thee up.' He has , 

made goodness and mercy to foll(!w me all 

my days, and supplied the place of one dear 

relative by the gift of ~ims~lf as' another: I • 

may_ still exclaim, ' My Father, thou hast 

been the guide of my youth,' the supply 

of my maturer age, and the support of my 

declining years. And when I tell you, my 

dear child, that I can trace back, from event 

to event, like the links in a chain, some of the 

cltoice blessings I now enjoy, to the death of 

this dear parent, you will learn to trust in that 

Providence, which can ·bring good out of evil; 

though years may elapse before the joyful issue · 

shall appear. 

. . Let us, then, turn from the creature, the 
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, • frail creature, whom if the wind passeth over 
it is gone; and contemplate the God of 
Jlrovidence, and the God of gface. Let me 
lead you, my child, (rom the sepulchre ·of 
your mortal ancestor, to that of your dear 
Redeemer: ' Come, . see the place where your 
Lord lay.' He entered that gloomy abode 
for _such as you and I; and there~y afforded 
a proof of stronger affection than ever existed 
in the hearts . of your parents or . of mine; 
while for our sakes they desire to live, He, 
for our saivation, was willing to die. Lo! he 
is not here, .he is ris~n, and now superintends 
a11 events, and makes each individual of bis 
people his peculiar care . . Fear not then, my 
child; for though father and mother should 
forsake )'Ou,. your Redeemer liveth.-Your 
Redeemer ! May I say it f "'.hat! Are you 
really a· subject of his grace? or are you only 
a partaker of the common bounties of his 
providence 1 This is au important question; 
examine yourself, therefore, ancl see. whether 
Christ b~-truly formed in you or not. If he 
is, you may go in peace, for no real evil shall 
befall you : though he may, perhaps, deal 
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with you as my father did b.y me, he may 

visit your iniquities with the rod, and your 

transgressions with stripes ; nevertheless his 

loving kindness be will not remove, nor suffer 

his faithfulness to fail. Yes, my father was a 

strict disciplinarian ; insomuch that his zeal 

for my welfare, someti ri1es, I believe, exceeded 

• his prudence: Not so our heavenly F_ather: 

he kooweth that we are but dust, he corrects 

in measure, and always remembers mercy in 

the midst of judgment. ro him you can 

look at all times, and say with unbounded 

confidence, ' My Father, thou art the guide 

of my youth.' 

I was once summoned home by my father 

from the house of a near relative, where I 

had for a long time been too much indulged. 

This was a pa~oful stroke, and almost broke 

my heart: but he thereby only imitate-cl the 

conduct of our heavenly Pare_nt, wl~o some­

times, when nothing else will do it, separates 

us from the world, by some afflictive dispen­

sation, and brings us out from the midst of it,.. 

that we may be his sons and his daughters;, 
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thereby giving us occasion still to say, ' My 
Father, thou art the guide of my youth ; thou 
art the guide of my "iuaturer years.' 

Again, my father once destroyed a favourite 
toy, about which he thought I was too much 
occupied. Oh! the pangs I felt when this 
gay bauble was consuming in the flames! The 
time may come, my child, when your heavenly 
Father may seize some ha1:1ble of yours, the 
idol of your-heart, dear as the apple of your 
eye: but as he does not willingly afflict the 
children of !1is people, do not oblige him to it 
by an inordinate attachment to worldly ob-

jects. If such, however, shoul~ he Jour case, 
do not harbour rebellious thoughts, as I did, 
but pray that you may quietly submit, and 
say, ' The Lor·~ gave, and tlJe Lord hath 
taken away, and blessed be the name of the 
Lord.' To the justness of his discipline I can 
bear testimony; He has deprived me of many 
things which I have thought good, and given 
me many more t~at I have thought evil: 
but, by such painful dispensations, he has 
proved, as much as by his daily and unmerited 

• 
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mercies, that he has been' my Father, and the 

guide of my youth.' 

Finally, by tbe premature death of my 

parent, I was deprived of an earthly portion : 

but should I, with an holy confidence, be 

enabled to say, 'Thou att my portion,' the 

beaveuly Canaan will be my inheritance. What 

cause have I then for regret 1 Nay, can I do 

better, my dear child, than commend you to 

Him, whose mercy continueth from generation 

to generation, and His faithfulness to children's 

children 1 Praise ye the Lord. 
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No. XII. 

' Consider the lilies of the fieid, how they grow; they toil not, nei~her do they spin; and yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of tbese.' 

MATTHEW, chap. vi. ver. ~9. 

OUR Lord, ' by these words, intended to in. 
culcate the duty and the benefit of an im,. 
p)icit reliance on divine Providence; and to 
reprove the folly and the uselessness of an 
inordinate anxiety about temp()ra) concerns. 
But with yon, my dear child, the period has 
not yet arrived when such counsel would be 
necessary; it devof ves on others, at present, 
to care and to provide for you : a privilege 
which you will be best qualified to appreciate, 
when they have surrendered their office iuto 
your own hands, and when your turn arrives 
for performiug the same duty towards others. 
But, in your present circumstances, our Lord's . 
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,xhortation would be premature, and woµld 

be forgotten, • long before it could be called · . . 

into use. I shall, therefore, apply this por• 

tion of Scripture to a different purpose ; 

namely, to noticing the estimation in which 

the Creator of all things holds human ·glory, 

what value he sets upon things which the 

young, especially, are too apt to make the 

chief objects of their pursuit. . 

c Behold t~e lilies of the field, they toil not, 

neither do they spin ; yet Solomon in all his 

glory was not • arrayed_ like one of tbe&e ! ' 
We are told of the ivory step~ by which he 

ascended his throne; of his palaces of cedar; 

of the lu ·urit:'s of his table; of riches in such 

abundance, that silver was nothing accounted 

of in his days; of _his traffic anti 111i-rcha11dise; 

insomuch that the queen of Sheba (probably 

as much dazzled by hi regal splendour, as 

by his unprecedented wis lom) ha<l no •might 

left in her ! Such was the magnificence of 

Solomon ; yet, humbling considera tion, 'when 

at the summit of all earthly glory, he Wai sur­

paised by the lily of the field-: 
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From this you may infer, my child, the 
ex-treme folly _ and vanity _of an _ inordinate 
desire for worldly riches, honours, and dis­
tinctions. When you have- attained aU you 
can hope, or even wish to attain, what will 
you still be in the estimation of true wisdom I 
You must pursue different objects, before He--, 
whose · favour is better than life, will regard 
you with an eye of complacency ; for ' the 
Lord hath respect unto the lowly, while the 
proud he linoweth afar off;' and to such only 
w-ill- he look who are of an humble and con­
trite spirit. To obtain his favour, you must 
' learn of Him who- is meek and lowly in 
heart; for he that humbleth himself, shall be • 
exalted.' 

Learn also, how the choicest of earthly 
blessings may degenerate into curses, by a 
loose and careless walk and conduct. Solo-. 
moo bad all his prosperity bestowed upon 
him in consequence of his pious choice, his 
judicious preference of ,~isdom: but evil com­
munications, as is their natural tendency, 
turned away · his heart, whereby he bequeathed 
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us one lesson, as forcible as any that is con• 

tained in his wise and pious writings, that 

riches and honours are blessings or · curses, 

according to the character by which they are 

possessed. Solomon on his throne, a great 

and good prince, was a glorious spectacle; 

and the prosperity showered down upon him 

and his people, was a real blessing : but when 

his heart was turned away; when the man was 

changed, so were all his possessions ; for the 

sinner is ' cursed .in his basket and in his store.' 

Not so the spiritual blessings, which are the 

peculiar portion of the godly. They may be 

forfeited for a season; but blessiugs they will 

always remain. A table spread with the bread 

of life will never become a snare. 

How great, then, is the difference between 

the common favours of Providence, and the 

riches of diviue grace ! Solomon in all his 

glory was beneath the lily of the field ; 

the Christian, the humble Christian, is in­

finitely above both it and him: for our blessed 

Lord thus argues : ' If God so clothe the 

grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-
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morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not 
much more cloth'e the children . of his love 1' 

The Christian, therefore, passing unobserved 
through the vale of life, is richer, is more 
noble, has better provision, than :a backsliding 
Solomon, though upon a throne. The Christian, 
using all lawful means to procure bis daily 
b.read, yet humbly depending on his hea~enly 
Father for jt, and thankful for the homelies·! 
morsel, having bread to eat which the world 
knows not of; - the Christian, patient under 
trials, walking closely with his Go_d in pri­
vate, and in the ordinauces of his house ; 
maiutaining a warfare with sin and Satan; 
setting his affections on things above; re­
joicing in hope, and longing for glory; how­
ever humble his lot, ho,~eve-r obscure bis 
sta tion, is, in reality, · the most dignified cha­
racter on earth. The lily of tl,e tielJ, the 
monarch on the throne, be views alike with 
holy indifference; except, 'that from the former 
he gleans a lesson of humili1y, but from the 
ldtter he turns his eyes, having a more glo­
rious throne; a brighter ~rown in prospect. 



MATERN AL SOLICITU.DE. 93 

And if the utmost splendour of earthly mag­

nificence is yet surpassed f:>y the lily of the 

field, with how much more propriety may we 

exclaim, when contemplating such illustrious 

characters, ' Ver ii y Solomon in all his glory 

was not arrayed like one of these ! ' 

... ' 
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No. XIII. 

' And he commanded them to make all sit down by 
companies upon the green grass. And they sat 
down, in ranks, by hundreds. and by fifties.' 

MARK, chap. xxxix. ver. 40. 

WHEN the weary and famished multitude 
thus complied with the Saviour's arrange­
ment, though it .is probable they were in 
expectation of some miracle, yet they were 
strangers to the nature and extent of it ; 
they, howJver, did well in their compliance 
with the divine command, and thereby fnr­
uished an example to their successors in every 
age, who, in circumstances far more difficult 
and distressing than a temporary want of food, 
will find it to be their wisdom, and their 
interest, implicitly to obey the commands of 
Him, who is . ever ready to say to those ,-vho 
seek direction, ' This 1s the way, walk ye 
in it.' 
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Many are the distresses and difficulties of 

his people, in all ages and circumstances ; 

therefore think if not strange, my dea"r child, 

' concerning the fiery trial which is to try 

you, as though some strange thing had hap­

pened unto you ; ' but it would be unneces­

s~ry for me to anticipate trouble, and alarm 

your fears, were it not in my power to direct 

'you to a place of defence, .where you may 

take refuge till th~se calamities be over.past. 

God is represented as ' a refuge from the 

wind, a covert from the storm;' and ' as the 

shadow of a great rock in a weary land ; ' 

that God, who led Israel like a flock through 

the wilderness forty years, who supplied their 

daily necessities~ who defended them from 

surrounding enemies, and who finally put them 

in possession of the promised land. It is 

true they were a. stiff-neoked and rebellious. 

house; yet they so far complied with the divine 

will as to follow the cloud by day and the 

pillar of fire by night, though they knew 

•not whither it would lead them. And thus, 

my child, must you follow the directions of 

Providence, in all circumstances 0£ your life, 

1 
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though you may not foresee what arc its 
designs respecting you. Of many of them 
you will probably be· unable to perceive the 
!fleaning, or to discov~r any connexion be­
tween them and your ultimate prosperity; an_y 
more than they who were com1uanded_ t«? 
~it <lo,vn by fifties on the grass, could expect 
that they ~houl<l ~ll eat and be filled, fron~ 
!he dist-ribution of five barley loaves, and two . 
small fishes.-

But if such humble compliance i., necessary, 
with respect to our temporal concerns, of 
how much more consequence is it that 
we conform to _the doctrines and com• 
mands of the Gospel 1 God has manifested 
a way in which alone He will save sinners; 
expect not,. hope not for salvation in any 
other way; for ' there is no other. name given 
under heaven, among men, than. that of Jesus.' 
He i_s the. bread of life; His are the watus 
of salvation ; the feast provided for perishing 
souls. Partake of these, and you shall nev~r 
hunger, never thirst ; reject them, and you 
famish. Put yourself in a posture to receive 
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the divine sustenance, such a posture as the 

Gospel requires, and, lo ! your heavenly Fa­

ther stands ready to dispense _ celestial pro­

yision, and abundantly to supply all your spi­
ritual wants. 

• They were commanded to sit down by 

fifties : a pleasing resemblance of the select 

societies into which the church on earth is 
divided : and a glorious spectacle it is to see, 
here and there in this barren wildetness, a 
little company sitting • down, in compliance 

with tbe diviue command, and waiting for the 

bread of life. They are one multitude, having 
one object in view; and they all look to the 
same liberal benefactor for the supply of their 
numerous wants. Surely such consideration 
might extirpate every root of bitterness, blunt 
every acrimonious sensation, subdue every 

party spirit, and render their love universal, 
such as they know it will be, when they as­

semble to eat bread in their Father's kingdom. 

Shall I now, my dear child, descend to 

meaner thio~s; and from your heavenly Father, 
p 
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the source of all . yo.ur enjoyments, call your 
attent~on to your earthly parents 1 Did out 
Lord, when about to feed his family, com-; 
mand them to sit down by fifties 1 And did 
they obey, without murmuring at, .or resisting 
his arrangements 1 And may not the heads of 
every family say to theirs, 'Do you likewise 1' 
Many of the plans and regulations which they 
·are constrained to adopt, may appear strange 
and unintelligible to the young. and inex­
perienced; yet they are not obliged (nay they 
are sometimes unable) to give them an account 
of any of. their matters; but.those who wish 
to be feel, will find it their interest, as well as 
their duty, to acquiesce. . Continue as you 
have done hitherto, my . dear child, to sit 

·down quietly, ,depen~ing on our wisd9m and 
parental care : and though ·we canqot perform 
a miracle in you.r behalf, yet, in the· us.e of all 
Jawful means, and with a dependence on divine 
Providence, we may not ouly supply your 
present .wants, but gather up some fragments 
for y~ur future use. 

Finally, Jet -us all ·contemplate, ,vith Jove 
... 
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and gratitude, the Father of this numerous 

family, whose tend~r mercies are _over all his 

works; who satisfies the desire of every liv­

ing thing ; and who, while he so bountifully 

provides ood for the returning wants of these 

perishing bodies, .bas a rich banquet hi stor~, 

for the dear children ofhis love, even heavenly • 

bread, and fountains of living waters. 
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No. XIV. 

' "Withdraw tl1y foot from thy ueighbour's 'house, lest 
• be be weary of thee and hate thee.' 

PROVERBS, chap. xxv. ~•er. 17. 

THE young, who especi11 lly stand in need of 
this admonition, will probably exclaim, ' It is 

~a hard sayiug, who can hear it?' The ardour 
and inexperience of youth make them ready 
to imagine that they can never be weary of 
what they love; but the wisest of men ~bougl1t 

-otherwise; and it is observable, that the term 
employed extends, in its scriptural use, beyond 

-our common acquaintance, to the individual 
whom we distinguish by a peculiar affection, 
and "OD whom we hestow one of the dearest of 
all mortal names, that of a f ·riend. 

Aud do you think, my dear child, there are 
•no seasons when the most intimate ancJ con­
fidential friend might be an intruder? I hesitate 
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not to say, whatever consolations I _ may have 

derived, in seasons of afRiction · and .distress, 

from the kiud offices· of friendship, that there 

are times when to be left alone is more con­

genial with the feelings : and· in so -saying, I . 

believ-e I speak the language of-. many others 

in similar circumstances; of J ob's·three friends, 

at least, .who sat down seven days without 

breaking silence. Not that we should .refuse 

to give or to receive the consolation of · a 

friend in affliction ; yet, without any dero­

gation from that tender title, the , mind may 

occasionally be in such a frame~ as to be 

rather oppressed ~ban re',ieved by the· pre,. 

sence of any. one; and, whenever this is per• 

ceived, a judicious friend will give the best 

proof of bis affection by retiring, , 

, A real friend also may be an intruder 

during the hurry of business and daily avo­

cations. On this part of the subject the 

young have much- to learn. They have to 

learn that there is a proper season for every 

purpose und_er the sun ; and then they will 

endeavour, as much as possible, to time their 
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,,isits acc~rdingly. In a weJl-reguJated esta­
J>lishmeut, every portion of the day has its 
allotted a}·ocations ; an ill-timed • and pro­
tracted visit, tl1erefore, will derange and thr-O\Y 
the whole into confusion : nor is it to be 
forgotten, that the occurrence of unexpected 
fircumstances in our family affairs, may some-

• times disable us as much from ' enjoying the 
iociety of our dearest friends as of our com­
mon neighbours. 

• I am aware that I tread here • upon delicate 
ground. That perfect friendship requires un­
limited confidence, is a sentiment which .the 
enthusiasm of youth. is loth to relinquish: 
but believe it, my dear, child, circumstances 
may exist, so foreign from the knowledge, 
so remote from the experience or situation 
-pf you~ intimate friend, as to reuder com­
.rnunication, not . only unnecessary, but incon­
!Venienf and imprudent. You will not suspect 
me of being an ad\·ocate for cold caution, 
a selfish, suspicious, and reserved spirit ; 

jthis ~vhich_ you know me to dislike and to 
;.disapprove; . nor think that I undervalue a 
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name, without which the: world would almost · 

. be a desert. I would not damp that amiable 

openness and frankness of temper, wbich is 

not only the most likely to procure us friends, 

but also to retain them. On the contrary, ·as 

friendship is a plant which will flourish in 

heaven, I would cultivate it, in your young 

bosom, with the most •~ssiduous care: but, 

. the better to succeed, I would prune the 

. snperfluous branches, which, though wearing 

the a11pearance of health and luxuriance to 

· a superficial observer, yet impede its growth, 

. and ultimately produce dec:iy. , 

Solomon 1mpposed a case, in which one 

friend might not ouly grow weary of, but hale 

: another ; and you would hardly credit the 

assertion, with less than Solomon's wisdom 

to confirm it; yet J venture to assure you, 

that such events do frequently occur; ,that 

many a fair friendship has been blighted by 

injudicious conduct ; and that familiarity, 

which produces contempt, too often termi-

uates m disgust. 
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y OU wiJJ easily credit f his, if you reflect upon your sensations towards other pleasures. -Which is there of all your enjoyments that ,w9uJd not weary you by perpetual recurrence 1 Fruits or flowers the most delightful, dress the 
most becoming, prospects the most grand or lovely; if always present, how do their charms diminish! Our delight in them grows faint, to apathy; or becomes perverted, to disgust. What is thereJhen, my dear •n, in this imper­fect state, from which we may expect uninter­rupted enjoyment, pleasure that will not sati­ate 1 Not e,•en our friends, the choicest of all temporal blessings, if we make an injudicious, an intemperate use of them. 

But there is a friend who sticlteth closer than a brother; one who is never weary, .how often soever you knock at his door : . on the contrary, the more frequent your applications, the more welcome you will be. -He is only wearied by .our negJects.-Keep not thy foot from hi! house, lest the sorest calamity .befaU you, that can be the portion of mortal creature, lest He grow weary of you and hate you. 
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No. XV. 

' A false balance is abomination to the Lord; but a 

just weight is bis de~ight.' 

Pnov. chap. xi. ver. 1. 

' YEs,' you will say, ' and depraved as is my 

nature, and sinful as I feel myself to be; 

a just balance is also my delight: but as I 

am engaged in no sort of traffic or merchan­

dise, this admonition cannot be applicable to 

me; for, were I disposed to dishonesty in my 

dealings with others, my present circumstances 

place me beyond the reach of such a temir 

tation.' 

But you will do well, my child, to inquire, 

whether every period and condition of human 

life might not employ the balances~ in some 

respects, with advantage. In the convictio_n 

that they might, I place them in your bands; 
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not doubting tha·t, if you poise them fairly, 
you will, in common with all who ·do so, 
be an ultimate gainer. 

And ·first, I wou d recommend yon to take 
an impartial survey, on the one hand, of the 
.various ties whereby you· are copnected \Vith 
those ·around you, and of the various duties 

, Tequired of you, according to their several 
relations; then inquire, at the close of each 
'day, · whe'ther you l1ave rendered to ev-ery one 
Jiis clue; and ·not his due merely, but good 
measure, shaken together, heaped up, aud 
running over. Tnis is the measure in which 
the Lord delights. He is not satisfied with 
that cold integrity, which will not suffe~ .th~ 
scale to preponderate an hair's breadth on the 
side of our neighbour, but H~ requires~ the 
full exercise of every engaging virtue, so lovely 
in the possessor, as to shed a heavenly lustre 
•on his characte'r, so winning jlj their influence 
•upon all ,vithin our sphere. 

If during these impartial self-e,camin~ti0111 
•jour cons~ierice shoul~ acquit you, it is well; 
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-nevertheless, even· in this case, your self~com­

placency .may be chastised by our Lord's 

interrogation, ' If ye love your friends only, 

· ,,yhat thank have ye. Do not even publicans 

and sinners the same 1' This instructs -you, 

my dear child, to give your enemies, should 

you have any, their due also; not according 

-to the dictates of revenge, but agreeably 

to the spirit of the Gospel. Its divine lessons 

will instruct you to take the balances in 

your hands, and weigh the provocations of 

your own conduct against the ill-will you 

liave incurred ; and should there happily be 

no provocation to_ be found, you may yet 

lay your trespasses in the balance against 

that forbeai-ance, which ' hath ·not dealt with 

you according to your sins, 11either rewarded 

you according to your iniquities.' You will 

then be constrained to say, ' Forgive me my 

trespasses;' and may you be able 'to add, ' as 

, I forgive them that trespass against me.' 

But before you perform this work from 

worthy motives, and in 2p acceptable manner, 

,our balances must be employed in mattera 

/ 
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of, far greater importance, even in attaining a 
right knowledge of yourself, and of !hat God 
~ith whom you . have to do; ' who taketh up 
tile isle~ as a ,·ery little ~hing,' and to whom 
th~y~ are ' as the small dust of the balance.' 
,vhen you duly 'consider the heavens, the work 
of his hands, the moon, and the stars, which 
he hath ordained,' you will be constrained to 
say, ' Lord, what is man that thou art mind­
ful of .him ; and the son of man, that thou 
visitest him 1' 

These humiliating comparisons will excite 
.a~di_tional admiration and • gratitude, for the 
redemption of such a world by his Son ; ~nd 
cause you to weigh the blessings of the Gospel, 
comprehending a life of holiness here, and 
happiness hereafter., against a course of sin 
and future misery. 'I have set before you/ 
says your heavenly Fat.her, 'life and death, 
blessing and cursing ; therefore choose Jifo, 
that thou mayest live.' Thus you will go on 
to weigh time against eternity, the pleasures 
of sin, which endure but for a season, against 
Jhe woes that never end; and these light 
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afflictions too, 'that are but for a moment, 

against that eternal weight of glory promised 

to .all God's suf_fering childre!1. You will then 

be willing to barter all your earthly posses­

sions for the pearl of great price ; weighing 

the meat that perisheth against that _w~ich 

end~reth to eternal life; those treasures which 

moth a~d rust do corrupt, against those 

which can b~ injured by neither; and you will 

have made so just an estimate, a~ no l?nger to 

wonder at the conduct of those heroes, . re­

corded in the 11th chapter of Hebrews, who 

sacrificed all things, and endured all suffer­

ings for the joy that was set before them; 

nor at the choice of the Apostle, who counted 

all thi11gs but dung, that he might win Christ, 

and l,e found in him. 

Thus; my dear child, must you keep the 

balances in your hands, if you wish to be 

a partaker of the same reward ; and while 

you w~igh your daily provocations, and even 

Jour best performances, in the service of your 

Creator, against the unwearied bounties of his 

Providence, and the tranicendent riches of his 
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grace, you will exclaim, in the depth of self. 
abasement, ' I am Jess than the least of a1l thy 
mercies.' May you never be a thankless par­
taker of the former, from being, to the latter, 
an utter stranger! Should this be your un­
happy case, (which a mother cannot bear for a 
moment to suppose,) duty compels her to 
forewarn ~ou of the hand-writing that will 
one ~ay be exhibited against you, in cha­
racters awfuJly clear .and legible, ' Thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art found want-

' ing ! ' _ 
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No. XVI. 

' And he spake of trees, from the cedar that is in 

Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springeth out 

of the wall.' 1 KtNGs, chap. iv. ver. s:;. 

\VHEN the great Creator had erected this 

goodly structure for the residence of man, 

before he introduced his guest he provided·it 

with all things, not only for his necessities but 

for his tnjoyment. So rich was the banquet, 

that on a survey of his six days' labour, 

• . wherein were created every plant bearing seed, 

and every tree yielding fruit, he pronounced 

them a\l very good. And though man by 

his rebellion has justly forfeited these bless­

ings, they are, nevertheless, mercifully con-

_ tinued to him, and he yet partakes of his 

. Creator's bounty, so eminently displayed in 

the profusion of the vegetable kingdom. 

,) 
·· It is true, the prickly thorn, and the noxious 

( 
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weed, now intermix with our roses and lilies, 
our vmes and fig-trees ; but we cease to 
wonder, when we contemplate the soil from 
whence they spring, which is cursed for our 
sakes, and even refuses to yield its increase, 
except to our continued labour and the sweat 
of our brow. Come then, my child, let us 
see what we may extract by our labour, from 
this now comparatively barren soil; let us 
try if we cannot, from the vegetable world, 
procure food for our minds, as well as sus­
tenance for our bodies, and thereby convert 
temporal blessings into spiritual benefits .. 

Solomon, in his study of the vegetable 
kingdom, extended his inquiries ' from the 
cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that springeth 
out of the wall : ' let us, as far as we are 
able, .do likewise. The cedar of Lebanon is 
famous in sacred story for its beauty, majesty, 
and usefulness; but let t1s begin our medi­
tations with a tree of more extensive fame, 
even the tree of knowledge of good and evH. 
The fruit of it poisoned our first parents ; 
and its noxious qualities., far from diminishing 
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fo virulence, have mingled with the vital stream, 

through all succeedi~g generations, and are 

now raging, my .child, in your yeins; From 

this fatal tree the weapon. was formed, wit~ 

.which the first murderer slew a brother! Nay, 

from this tree the very cross was hewn, on 

_which wai, extended the Lord of glory. No 

day passes in which we do not experience. its 

malignant effects, both in sin and in suffering; 

no day passes in which we ought uot to apply 

for a remedy. 

-And is there no balm in Gilead to heal our 

diseases? Yes, there is hope in Israel con..­

cerning this thing ; and the Saviour is_ rep re-

. sented under various similitudes, of which the 

vegetable kingdom affords a large propor~ion. 

He is styled the rose of Sharon, the lily of the 

valley ; he is also as the apple-tree among the· 

trees of the wood; and the believer is represent­

ed as sitting under his shadow with _great 

delight. The prosperous condition of the 

saints is well described, when it is asserted·, 

that ' those who are planted in the house of 

the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 
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·Bod/ or be like -fruitful trees by the rivers 

'of· water; while the progressive_ growth of 

those divine graces, which are planted in 

them by the Holy Spirit, and which coustitute 

the Christian character, is compared to a 

grain ·of mustard-seed -; which, though the 

smallest of all seeds, springs up and increases, 

'till it becomes a •large tree, so that the bird& 

of the air-lodge in its branches. 

And how may such g owth and increase be 
promoted by a survey of the vegetable world 1 

The grass that withereth, a11d the flower that 

fade h, are apt emb-lems of our frailty and 

·mortality, and teach us the folly of a too 

fond attachment to the things of the present 

life. The fate of the fig-tree warns us against 

unfruiffolness,; and the ·parable of the wheat 

and ·tares may stimulate us to self-examination, 

and to the important inquiry, whether we 

shall be gathered up into the garner with 

the former, or tied up in pundles with the 

latter to rburn. 

But how many are prevented from making 
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these salutary inquiries, by reposing under·tlie 

shade of some• favourite gourd, some earthly 

enjoyment whkh a worm may · destroy in 

a night ! Such, of whatever kind may be 

their enjoyments, might learn a salutary lesson 

from the lilies of the field~ which, though 

they neither toil nor spin, do, nevertheless, sur• 

pass Solomon in all his gl9ry. The ambition 

of the true Christian will rather be to resemble 

the ' shock of corn.fully ripe,' waiting for the 

time of harvest ; and his consolation, under 

ttrials and adversities, will be derived from" 

that cordial° promise, that ' he who goetli • 

forth weeping, bearing precious seed, shall 

doubtless come again wi~h rejoicing, bringing 

his sheaves with him.' 

The lofty and majestic cedar was an ap­

propriate subject for the contemplation of 

kiug Solomon, of whom it was no unfit em­

blem: yet · he did not confine bis researches 

to plants of such stately growth; he con­

d~scended to notice also the ' hyssop that 
' groweth on the wall ; ' thereby imitating a 

greater than Solomon, who, though ' the l1igh 
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and lofty One that inhaoiteth eternity,' does 
not ' despise the day of small _things,' and is 
uo respecter of persons, but who will ' reward 

• every one according to his works, when the 
dead, both small and great, shaJI stand before 
him in judgment." 

There are many cases, my dear child, where­
in you m~y follow the . example ?f Solomon, 
and extract benefit from contempJ~ting some­
times the cedar, and sometimes the hyssop. 
You will do welJ, for instance, to cousider the 
years of your life that are past, and !hose which, 
according to the course of nature, are yet in 
prospect. The former appear to you a Jong 
period; for the future, five or six such por­
tions of time at the most, and your race is run, 
your course is finished, and you fly away! 

These are profitable considerations. With 
your mind thus occupied, you are compara­
tively contemplating the cedar of Lebanon: 
but would your thoughts descend to the hys­
sop that growetb on the wall 1 Then reflect 
•n the months, the weeks, the days, the hours, 
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the moments of which such protracted periods 
are composed. 0, my child ! despise not 
even the ·byssop; undervalue not your precious 
moments; suffer not one to be wasted ; it is 
too precious a portiou of y0t;r small ~pan of 
time. They who think moments ·of no value, 
squander their years in vanity and trifles. 

I have reason to hope, at least, from the 
early advantages with which a gracious Pro­
vidence has favoured you, that you will never 
have to deplore flagrant and scandalous sins, 
whfoh, like the lofty cedar, seem to sweep 
the skies; yet you will not boast that your 
mountain stands iitrong, that you shall_ never 

. be moved, while_you recollect what illustrious 
characters have at times fallen : but if re- · 
straining, or, what is more, conver!ing grace 
should prevent such foul stains in your life, 
yet every day will furnish you with occasion to 
bewail those sins of the heart, which no eye 
sees but his who searcheth the heart. • They 
may appear to those around you; like the 
hyssop that groweth- on the walJ, but to your-· 
self they will resemble the lofty cedar. At 
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first, · perhaps, like a plant of better growth, 
they may seem bu as a• grain of mustard-seed; 
yet, if it i~ not rooted up, this will become a 
tall and spreading tree. Is ,it not so,· when 
out of the heart proceed murders, thefts, and 
every evil thing 1 0,· then, despise not these 
minute, but prolific plants, which, if suffered 
to grow, will overrun the soil, aod render the 
whole unfruitful ! 

Again, ,behold: with respecf and reverence 
those who are eminently good, and wise unto 
salvation. ' Such . characters are fit objects 
of your · veneration; ·although . many of them 
bloom in the vale of life unregarded, because 
they are.in possession of no externai'gualities 
to, attract ·attention. • Poor in this world, Jo,Y 
in human attainments, ,they live aud die with­
out l!Xciting any interest in the supercilious 
mind: but we will not trample these .humble 
flowers under our feet. The time approaches 
when they will transcend the lofty cedar in 
glory and in beauty; when these obscure 
individuals shall be owned ' and honoured be­
fore men and angels. It will be profitable for 
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you to habituate yourself to the contemplation 

of such humble characters, as it will° place men 

and things in their proper point of view; and 

make you ambitious rather to be good th;in 

great. 

It is not probable that 'your rank in life, 

your talents or attainments, should bear any 

resemblance to the cedar of Lebanon : yet, if 

you should enjoy the elevating pri_vilege of 

a life of communion with God, the pledge and 

earnest of a future life of glory, you will hav-~ 

ample reason for contentment, ,though, in the 

estimation of your fellow mortals, you should 

never be ranked _s1bove ' the hyssop tha1;. 

groweth on the wall.' 
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No. XVII. 

t The devil a-s a roaring lion walk.eth about seeking 
whom he may devour.' 

1 PETER, chap. v. ver. 8. 

AT the perfod of my childhood, my dear •••, 
it was not the custom to blend amusement 
with instruction. Of the books with which 
I wa~ supplied, few were capable of exciting 
the interest of a child, except those of mere 
amusement ; and • most of · these • contained 
such monstrous tales, and gross absurdities, 
as were ill calculated to regulate a roving 
imagination, or to produce one just or useful 
idea; but, on the .contrary, my brain was so 
crowded with giants, fairies, witches, and all 
the host of supernaturals, that I was afraid 
of sleeping alone, or of being left a moment 
in the dark ! To such foolish fears, my love, 
you are happily a stranger. Your infant mind 
has never been exposed to groundless terrors ; 
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you ·have not been made ' to fear whe11 no 

fear · was.' Aware that there are trials enow 

before you, without disturbing your imagina­

tion with ideal-alarms, your motlie1· would ·not 

needlessly startle or affright you. 

Nevertheless, of one supernatural enemy it · 

is necessary to apprize you ; for, be assured, 

' The Devil as a r_oariug lion walketh about, 

seeking whom he may devour ;' shall I : n~t 

then exert myself to rescue one of the la mbs 

of the flock from his power 1 For \-\ hat can -a 

poor helpless child do against so formidable 

an enemy 1 Are yon not ready 1o say, 'I shall 

one day fall a prey to h ·s, teeth1_' I hould 

be .ready to say so myself for you, d ' I not 

know from whence you may obtain strength. 

Remember the stripling David, with his !!ling 

and his stone ; he went fo1 th in the name 

of the Lord God of Israel; the same who 

can teach your ' hands to war, and your 

fingers to fight.' Say not yon are ·weak: for 

' to those that have no might he increasetl~ 

,trength.'-
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You• will' soon, my child, arrive at that 
period of life, when you may expect for­
midable assaults from tliis adversary ; ~ope 
not to pass on your way unmolested, for 
this ever watchful enemy is even now lying 
in wait, contriving his opportunity how he 
may best assail you : be then in a constant 
posture of defence, that by resisting the Devil, 
lie may fl~e from you. • It is not by a life 

• of sp'iritual sloth and inactivity that you can 
expect to• escape : the slothful man saith, 
' There is a lion• in the way, I shall be slain 
in the streets;' and so there is; and if he 
do hot bestir himself, and prepare to re­
sist him, he will find, to his cost, one much 
more formidable than his fears ever sug• 
gested. 

As the pleasures of the world form the 
principal bait, employed by this adversary of 
unwary ~ouls, what abundant occasion is there 
to warn the young against them! I would 
therefore say, at the commencement of your 
~ourney through it, 0, my child I ' love not 
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the world': -if an_)l man love the world, the 

love of the Father is 11ot in him.' 

What a glorious spectacle is a young Chris­

tian! crucified to the world, and the_ world 

to him! What! a babe, counting all things 
but dro-ss that he may ,;in Christ 1 An inf ant, 

putting aside' the little gewgaws th~1 present 

·themselves, with its hands lifted upward,. and 

its eyes fixed on a heavenly crown! Can such 

a thing be 1 Yes: numerou's are the exampl~s 

of young heroes, who have ' resisted, even unto 

blood, striving against sin;' and· wh9 have 

' come off conquerors, and more than cQn­

querors, through him that lo,1ed them.' 
' 

I ~annot, my child, within the limits Q{ 

a short page or two, describe particularly 

all the various methods by which this for­

midable enemy makes his assaults ; nor can 

I here furnish you with every weapon of 

defence ; but many an illustrious character, 

who has fought the good fight, and is now 

wearing the crown of victory, beyond his 

reach, has left his armour and his weapons 
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behind, as a legacy for others. To such I 
refer you; th~t so you may be enabled to 
resist, and to stand. - I, like· an a ff righted 
and breathless travel1er, accost you on the 
roacf, and · warn you that there is assuredty 
a lion lying in wait: many a conflict I have 
sustained ; many a time, but for succour from 
on high,· I should have become his prey; but I 
press on to the city of habitation, ,".here I shall 
be secure from his violence; and I counsel 
you to follow; keeping to the Kiug's high­
way; turn not aside to the right hand or to 
the foft; for those who pursue crooked paths 
will fall a prey to the destroyer. Be habr­
tually watchful and on your guard ; and let 
not the various avocations and occurrences 
of life obliterate from your memory, that' the 
Devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek ... 
jag w·hom he may devour.' 
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No. XVIII. 

' They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk 

and not faint.' 

IsAU.H, 'Chap. xl. ver, 31. 

AND that you think is no great matter, my 

dear *0 ; 'ror, whether you walk or run, you 

feel neither faint nor weary. Your active limbs, _ 

and your blithe spirits, · seem equal to any 

exertion; but it will not be always· so with · 

you. The time ,vill come, (unless you· are 

cut off in the midst of your days,) when ' 'the 

grashopper will be a burden,' and when' the 

keepers of the house shall tremble : • then ex• 

perience will teac~ _ you what it is to feel 

weariness with the smallest exertion ; then 

iou ·will be thoroughly qualified to appreciate 

the health you now enjoy ; and will 'better 

understand the words I have selected for our· 

meditation, whether they are figuratively 9t 

literally taken. 
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You are now, my child, in the morning 
of life; the sun has not risen far above your 
horizon; hut mark his progress; presently 
the morning will be, far advanced, and, before 
you are well aware, it will be high noon: the 

, da-y will then begin to ,decline, the shadows 
will be seen to lengthen, ,and twilight will 
,dre~s all surrounding objects in its dusky hue. 
But I can hardly realize the idea that the 
roul)d sprighHy face I now behold shall OJle 

day have fost all ,i,t,s vivacity, an(j be covered 
~iv·tu wrinUts ! That the ercect and agJle form, 
now liunping t,o aod fro with such alacritf., 
fp suppl~ my wants, and sparie my labour., 
5.hall, in a few _more years, stooping with .age., 
an~ leaning on a staff, gladly repeh·e tho:5e 
kind offices which it is cow so w~lliag t6 

per(o1m ! May you receive them, my ~hHd ! 
may the tender and ~ssidi09us care y-0u now 
best ow rOQ your parent~ descend with blessings 
@JJ your head, when .beJ1ding yo_ur:self under .. 
thJ! ipfirfl}Hies of years ! 

But when t~is ~riod arrives, wh.at a roer~y 
will it be, if, while you feel the ,outwar,4 rnaJJ 
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decaying, the inward man should be eneweq, 

day by day! We are assured, that ' he that 

hath clean hands shall grow stronger and 

strpnger : ' that ' they that wait on the Lord 

shall renew _ their stren~th; that they .shall be 

fat and flourishing, bringing forth -fr,uit iu 

old age.' These are powerful encouragements 

for you to de·vote _your youth to God ; and 
I . 

then you will have time for such gro,\ th and 

improvement. It is for the co.njb·me,d ,Ohr,is. 

tian to walk the heavenly road, to r.un iu 

tbe way of the commandments, without ,veati­

ness or fainting: and though the soul of such 

should sometimes ' be weary because of the 

way,' yet it is his privilege to experience those 

divine consolations and supports, which are 

seldom the portion of such as make a Iat.e 

cJ1oice of the Christian life, The confirmed 

Christian runs without weariness in the 

spiritual road, though he is active in the 

service, and diligent in the work of his God ; 

pursuing an even and steady course, he will 

walk without fainting, though assailed by 

mauy adversaries, becaus~ J1is eye is fh:ed 
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• on· that better country, towards which he· 
is travelling. 

~ How blessed is a life so commenced, so 
persevered in, so concluded! And what an 
incalculable difference is there between an 
aged man and an aged saint! No wonder 

, if the former should faint in the day . of 
adversity, for bis strength is small; no wonder 

the latter should walk courageously, even 

' through the valley of the shadow of death,' 
for he has the rod and staff of God to comfort 
him. 

Had these considerations their due weight, 
I 

• we should not see so many turn back and 

walk no mor-e l\'ith him ; nor should we have 
to deplore the conduct of those, who, with 
the young man iu the Gospel, come running, 
yet go away sorrowful, when religion and 
their worldly possessions come in competition 

with each other. .May the God ·of all grace 

so bless the means you ha~e enjoyed, my 
child, that you may persevere unto the end ! 

tb 



MATERN AL SOLICITUDE. 129 

,. that you 'may ' so run as to obtain;' not 

' walking in a vain show,' with ' feet swift to 

do evil;' but pursuing that path which ' is 

as the shining light, growing brighter and 

brighter unto the perfect day.' . 

G5 

, . 
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No. XIX. 

• Line upon line, precept upon precept.' • 

lsAIAH, chap. xxviii. ver. 10. 

_ THAT the human ' heart is desperately 
wicked,' is a truth as old as the fall of man. 
That we are apt to backslide and to ' de­
part fr_om the living God,' will not be denied 
by those who believe and understand the 
sacred· oracles : and from thence have been 
led to the study of their own hearts. We are 
' turned aside like a broken bow ; ' constantly 
exposed to be Jed captive by the world, the 
.flesh, and the devil ; and there is no period 
of life without its peculiar temptations; but 
the season of youth, when the passions are 
liv~ly, and the stock of experience which 
might regulate them is small, has the greatest 
need of divine instruction. Then it is that 
the new scenes which daily exhibit themselves 
to the view, and the sanguine hopes and 

of 
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expectations th~y produce, all coospire to 

alienate the mind from the chief good, aud. to 

make us forget our best interests .. 

Youth is not the season, nor is prosperity 

tJ1e state, wherein we are most likely lo 

remember what does not i-1.nroediately prese~t 

itself to the senses. ' I pray <thee,' said Joseph,, 

' remember me, when thou art re-stored to thy 

butlership; yet ,did lie not remember J.osep:h,. 

but forgat him.' Whiie -there ar~ fe,v ;to 

whom it can be said, ' The Redeemer, wliom 

having not seen ye, lo~e,' how many are ther,e 

who plainly evince, by their walk and con. 

versation, that God i,s not in all their thoughts t 

And even his chosen , peop1e, who have se­

parated themselves from the world, and have 

' set their affections on tbings above,' are too 

apt to be di\'erted by surrounding objects, 

aud ahsorbed b~ the cares. or the amusement&._ 

of life. 

What abundant need is ther-e then, in such­

a world, of line upon line, precept -upon pre-, 

cept; here a little, and there a little 1 an~ 
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blessed be God, these are afforded us; espe• 
ciaIJy those of us who are favoured with a 
religious education, who; like Samuel, are 
early brought into the house of the Lord, and 
dedicated to him. Such, from constantly 
hearing the word of God, can be no strangers 
to his will; while they are generally f~1r­
nished, by the society in which they dwelJ, ' 
with patterns and examples of a Christian 
]ife. It is true we are frail creatures, the 
very best of us ; and you will meet with none, 
my child, who have not something in temper 
or conduct., daily to struggle with, and deeply 
to lament; but look around among the hea­
venly family, and see if you cannot discern, 
here a virtue, the~e an amiable trait, which 
you may select for your own imitation. One 
amiable line is inscri~ed in fair characters on 
the life of this Christian ; another~ though 
pei haps less legibly, in that; momentous pre­
cepts are deeply engraven in the holy walk 
an~ conversatio!l of some; and, even among 
the weak and feeble, the lambs of the flock, 
you will find here· a little, and there a little : 
from all of which you may collect mat~ri~ls 

fo~ 
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for your own improvement m the divine 

life. 

And what, my child, are the daily acts 

.of worship in which you joiu, when the Scrip­

tures are read ; and your dear father, in ·devout 

aspirations, breathes out his petitions in behalf , 

of bis family; or, by praying Qver the word, 

renders it intelligible to the dark and ignorant 

mind 1 What are the public ordinances of the -

house of God, but line upon line, precept 

upon precept 1 Ah, my child ! here my feel­

ings make me pause: •when I reflect on the 

dreary seasons of public worship -which I 

have experienced, for forty years, • through 

my infirmity, I may be pardoned if I utter a 

deep groan : yet I would not :indulge a useless 

regret. I would only say, ' He that ltath 

ears to bear, let him hear;' but he will never 

be able to estimate the priv.ilege of sitting at 

his ease, and hearing the truths of the Gospel, 

without any of the extreme fatigue of listen­

ing which I endure, and the mortification of 

frequently finding the most laborious and 

painful efforts useless. 
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But, beside public -01.dina.uces aod ,domestic 
. worship, you, my child, have been shown the 

way to your closet, to seek instruction in that 
;Seclusion from the world, where your heavenly 
F3ther waits to he g,racions, Jlnd to hear aud 
~nswer your reqt0ests. fo addition to all wbi~h., 
are those precepts, more frequent, and, perhaps, 
mo.re forcible, w.hich a,r,e communicated by the 
'Voice o.f conscience; a voice which will be 
beard, even oy those who ~re strangers to the. 
Gospel. Whenever it iddre~ses you, my child, 
co.nsider it as another line, ,and another pre .. 
cept, added to the c.atalo,gue. I cba,rge you 
respect this faithful monitor ; do it no vio­
lence ; should you no looger he~ it, reJDembeJ' 
it is .not dead, but sleepeth, and will m~et you 
again at -the bar ·of God. 0 may it not be 
your accuser at d1at d~y ! 

Finally, what are the changes aud revo-­
lutions you oontinuaUy wi-tnes_s w tile world, 
but Jioe~ and precepts to :teaob you the vanity 
and mutability of terrestriaJ things 1 Frow aH 
U1ese y,ou -may ext.rad so.me spiritual imp.rower. 
ment, and obtain some important lessons.. Tbe 
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v.ery misfortu,nes .and .calamities ,of others ~ou 

may convert to yonr owp benefit; .and thus 

obtain honey from tke dead .car,cass -0f the 

lion : so M;ill yon treasure up many a iirie, and • -

many a ,precept, which .are dis.regarded .by 
those to whom they air.e more inmie<liat~ly 

addressed. Especially, let tihe arr.ow of death,' 

as it smites around you, impr.ess upon. your 

memory the wholesome lessao of mortality. 

• Prepare to meet d1y God,' is a precel)t e-n­

graven by it, in such deep and legible cha­

racters, that he who runs may read: aud that 

divine exhortation, ' Whatever thine hand 

findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there 

is no work, nor knowledge, nor device in the 

grave, whither thou goest,' is as powerfolly 

enforced by it. 

And now, may not God say, ' What could 

I have done more to my vineyard 1' What 

advautage do you lack for religious improve­

ment 1 Why should you turn aside to the right 

hand ·or to the left, when directions meet you 

at every step, with, 'This is the way, walk ye 

in it1' If those who know not their Master's 
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wil1, shall nevertheless be beaten, how much 
more they who neglect it, notwithstanding 
such , eminent advantages ! But if my *0 

should· be intrusted with but a single talent, 
may she appear at the great day of account to 
have improved it to the uttermost; and hear 
the reviviug approbation of her Judge, saying, 
' Well done, good and faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over f.ew things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things ; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.' 
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No. XX. 

• When I was a child I spake as a child, I under• 

stood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I 

became a man, I put away childish things.' 

1 CoR, chap. xiii, ver. 1~. 

THOUGH your late determination, my *1"', 

to lay aside the innocent amusements . of y~ur 

childhood, is I in itself a trifling circumstance, 

yet I am not disposed to let it escape un~ 

noticed; but shall endeavour to render your 

toys subservient to your improvement, at the 

moment when you are about to abandon them 

altogether. I believe the delight these com• 

panions of your childhood have afforded, will 

not soon be erased from your memory; nor 

was it a criminal or unreasotiable delight. 

They beguiled many hours, which must other­

wise have been tedious and uninteresting to 

a mind too feeble to be constantly engaged 

with more important matters ; . beside pro-
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moting habits of industry, and so exercising , your ingenuity and contrivance, as to fit you, 
by degrees, for works of real utility, in the 
station oflife you are most likely to occupy. 

I have seen you, my dear girl, sitting, sur .. . 
rounded by your little family, with an interest, 
which only a parent can feel; .a~d I was pleased 
to reflect, that, at present, you tiad one source 
of delight, at least, incapable of producing 
much pa~n ,or anxiety. You fancied yourself 
a parent, but you · were without a parent'_s 
cares; you had not to provide food for your 
household ; neither were you anxious for theic 
safety in your absence : wbere · you left them, 
there you found them; and as neither mis­
chievous habits nor untoward tempers vexed 
your spirit, so neither were you concerned for 
their future prospects : you thought not of 
your own beyond to-day, much less of those of your family. 

So far you had the advantage of your 
mother; and still have: while you are laying 

. these companions of your -childhood aside, wit.la 
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all your hopes and expectations concerning 

them, her anxietiei ~re kinpled aoew, and she 

lopks to futurity with incr~asing interest. Your 

Lucillas Jllld Matildas ar~ thrown as-ide as 

useless lumber; 119_t sp 11,1y 11',i!E* ; she is rising 

into fresh life, and, indeed, is only beginning 

to live. Now I watch with an anxiou.s eye, 

lest a.ny u,ntowjlfd $!ircu-mstal\c~ should arise 

to give a permapent bias ,to her ~ha~acte.r; 

110w, -while the y-9,ung shoots spriJJg up :be.for~ 

me, I wait ito see what d'ir.~tjon ·they '"''.i!J 
take... Hitherto I have been abl~ io J>.ruJJe 

and lead -them at pleasure; but ~ YMY du.y 

they may 1,Jecome less -pJi3nt ; and every d~y 

my task may be more laborious. May th.e 

great Husbandman dir,ect my uQskilful ha.n{J, 

that I may prove a auccessful lab9urer in Ji.is 

viineyard ! 

And now, my -.u, -that the amusements of 

your chilclho9d are relinquished, it is of im­

portance to determine what is to be substi­

tuted in their room. You discov,er that you 

.are not to ,live for the mere purpose of amuse­

ment ; that the duties you owe to your God, 
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to your fellow-creatures, and to yourself, now 
multiply upon you. It is not yet noon, but 
the sun is fast ascending from the eastern 
l1ills, and is so far adva.nced in his course, as 
to render it high time for you to rise and 
be doing. Know you not you have a struc­
ture to rear? an<l are you aware of the labour 
it will cost you 1 It will be wise, before you 
lay the foundation, to ascertain whether you 
are building en _a rock or on the sand ; that 
so, when the tempest assails"you, (as· assuredly 
it will,) you may be proof against its violence. 
Know you not you have a race to run, and 
that to loiter is not so to run as to obtain ? 
Know you not that you have a 'battle to fight 1 

, Perceive you not three mighty champions, 
n·ow girding on their armour for the conflict, 
even the World, the Flesh, and the Devil 1 Know 
you not th~t you have a treasure to win, even 
the pearl-of great price, without which you 
must be -evedastingly poor and necessitous 1 

And with all these important objects before 
you, can you stand one moment of the day 
idle 1 Nay, there are concerns, which, though 
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of minor importance, do, neverthel_ess, im­

,p~ri~usly demand your attention, because your 

own, happiness, and that of othe1 s, are in­

timately connected with thetn. Now is the 

time to dete.ct and subdue those irregularities 

of temper, and uuamiable propensities, which, 

because they cannot be termed vices, are dis­

regarded, and suffered to grow into confirmed 

habits, till, to eradicate them, some more 

powerful principle than the reason, or the 

philosophy . of maturer years, must be em­

ployed. How lame~table is it to behold a 

character inttinsically good, marred and dis­

figured by manners, which, though not inten­

tionally ill natured, do, nevertheless, so ~early 

resemble it, as to justify the mistake !-That 

• a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump,' is 

a remark _that extends beyond its ~rigim,tl 

application; for a small fault in the temper 
' 

uncorrected, fiequeutly diffuses itself through 

the whole character, till it appears, at las~, 

altogether uoamiab e, spreads the contagion in 

a family, and renders every individual of it • 

at once disagreeable and unhappy. ,vere yo.u 

ever treated with pride and haughtiness 1 Did 
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it not produce in y.our own bosom somewl1at 
of a corresponding feeling 1 with passion, with 
pee\lishness,.with unkindness and reserve; and 
\\'ere' not t_he first emotions you felt on those 
occasions sufficient' to convince you, that the 
most effeetual method of rendering all amiable, ; 

as well as happy around you, was to be 
so yourself1 

B·ut the time is now come, my child, \Vhen 
the occasions will be multiplied that must 
develop your character: now, therefore, much 

-may be done; but when your faults become 
habitual, you will cease to credit their exist­
ence. Were you suddenly to observe your 
complexion ever so slightly changed, you 
would, probably, endeavour to· ascertain tl~e 
cause, and, if possible, to counteract its ef­
fects: but should the alteration remain per­
manent, from cea~ing to be ol>served it might 
cease to be believed. 'To bow many inesti­
mable characters might the words of our 
Lor~ be addressed, though with a different 
meaning, ' One thing thou lackest ! ' some 
little fault, unobservable to strangers, may be 
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the worm at the root, the. goad in the side, 
-the .teasing straw, sufficient to mar the hap­
piness of a whole house., and to prove that 
perfectioit is no where to be found in this 
lower world ! . 

These considerations, my dear •u, make 
me earnestly desirous to lay a good foun­
dation for your future. character ·: sweet is the 
simplicity 0£ childhood,. but it is generally 
succeeded by a period most troulUesome to 
a parent. As ignorant of the world as ever, 
it is now' that. young people begin to measUie 
their wisdom by their stature, and to feel 
indignant at that reproof, which would nip 
their . evil habits in the bud. They do not 
calculate on the costly lessons they have yet 
to learn ; nor foresee how n~~ny of their words 
and actions, at the distance of a few years, 
they would gladly recall; how many of their 
notions and their prejudices, the world, the 
unyielding world, will compel theni to re­
linquish; and thereby effect that, which 
was attempted in vain by a parents· rhetoric: 
nor do they know how long these changes 

1 
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will continue. How long 1 As long as they 
are imperfect creatures will they find occa-· 

sion to confess, with e·very succeeding Jear., 
that they have been liable to errors in some 

even of the most common concerns of life. 

But that is _a lovely character which is not 

backward to acknowledge its mistakes; where 

the dignity of maturity is chastened by the 

simplicity <?_f childhood : and that is, in 

general, the truest wisdom, which is more dis­

posed to learn than to teach. 

You see, my child, how anx10us I am 

to prevent a self-sufficient t~mper, because it 

is the castle wher~in a host of petty faults and 
follies may be. maintained and defended ; too 
insignificant, perhaps, to sally forth, and carry 
fire and sword before them, like the more 

gigantic vices; but which, nevertheless, may 
be troublesome depredators upon social hap­
piness, and plunder many an hour of its 

peace and tranquillity. Would you banish 

them ~!together from your bosom 1 Then 
make human nature your stU,dy: study it in 

others ; cherish its best feelings in yourself; 
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and then you will apply the golden rule, and 
be far from measuring all the prejudices and 
propensities of others by your ,own standard ; 
as if that which appears of no importance to 
you, could not, or should not be esteemed of 
any value to them. 

It was by this principle I regulated my 
conduct during your childhood; for in which 
of your joys and sorrows (s.uch as they were) 
did I appear uninterested? Can y,ou now 
imagine that I greatly cared · whether the 
chair was too large or too small • for your 
doll? or whether her frock -ex-actly fitted? 
( except as it indicated your skill in contriv­
ing it,) yet, in the midst of cares and concerns 
of real importance, I bad always an ear for your 
stories, were they long or short. If you were 
actually disconcerted by one of these (to me) 
trivial matters, I knew how difficult it would 
be to convince you th~y were no troubles at 
all, and how impossible to sooth your feelings 
by an inattentive manner, or a laconic reply: 
the most I could have achieved, by such 
conduct, would have been to exhibit before 

H 
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you an example of apparent insensibility : 

thereby incapacitating you to assuage the 

petty troubles, -that ~ill every day present 

themselves to your view, and solicit your 

aid,' in future life. Every day does not 

furnish us with occasions to exhibit tLe more 

prominent Christian virtues; but every hour 

we_ may practise that sympathetic temper, 

• that spirit of genuine politeness, as well as 

Christianity, which, if mutual, would render a 

house a paradise. 

Bear this on your mind, my dear ***, and 

never practise a contrary conduct on others, 

till you find it is tolerable to yourself. Re­

member the objects which now claim your 

attention are not wooden blocks, as formerly ; 

but as they have bodies, capable of feel­

ing pain and anguish, they have minds also, 

susceptible of far greater suffering. ' The 

spirit •of a man may sustain his infirmity, 

but a wounded spirit who can bear1' 

FinaJly, cultivate an humble spirit, and sup­

press the-first risings of vanity, that spoiler of . to 
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the female mind. It often happens that 'when 
a girl lays aside her doll, she becomes one 
herself: a thing, on which to ,hang flounces 
and furbelows, beads and ribands! And whoare 
captivated by such a spectacle 1 Not men and 
women, properly so called ; but great children, 
only such can be gratified by toys and baubles! 

But, my dear ***, what did you hear when 
you rose this morning 1 It was the clock ! It • 
told you, probably, that it was an early h~ur; 
but it told you, too, that part of the day was 
already gone ! And has not the circumstance 
that occasions the present address a similar 
meaning 1 Infancy and childhood are almost 
gone! You have arrived at the second stage 
of your journey ! Ah ! how rapidly will pe­
riods succeed each other! And what will the 
whole appear at the end of the race 1 Husband 
the fleeting moments ; for remember, the time _ 
is hastening when all your worldly pursuits 
will seem of little more importance than the 
amusements of your childhood. ' Seek first, 
then, the kingdom of God ,and his righteousness.' 
-' Remember thy Creator in the days of thy 
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youth;' that so when death comes, be it early 
or late, you may be able to say, ' I have 
fought a good figh.t, I have finished my course, 
I have .kept the faith; henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the_ 
Lord, the righteous Judge., shall give me at 
.that day.' 

'. 
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No. XXI. 

' Train up a child in the way he should go, ancf whe~, 
he is old he will not depart from it.' 

PROVERBS, chap. xxii. vel·, 6. 

IT would be happy for society, if all who admit 

the necessity of a pious education, would be 

. careful to bestow it, when Providence has 

given them so important a charge as a child. 
When we hehold the people of this world· 

bringing up their children as themselves have 

been brought up, though we sigh at the 

gloomy prospect, we do not wonder: but 

when we observe the remissness of professed 

Christians, in this most important of all con­

cerns, (no less than the forming of a citizen 

for both worlds,) when we see their offspring 

degenerate, and become a disgrace even to 

families, themselves degenerated ; unfit both 

for earth and heaven; we can love neither 
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God nor man, if w~ do not feel our spirits 
wounded, and our zeal stimulated, . to direct 
the rising generation into th.e paths of peace, 

Those parents feel no due love for their 
offspring, in whom it does not extend beyond 
the present moment. If, to gratify them noto, 
be all their ambition, they may find, when 
too late, that they ba~e not only .endangered 
their eternal happiness, but that they have laid 
tbe foundation of much misery for th'em in the 
present world. , If such sacrifice the happi­
ness of the man to the caprices of the infant, 
uo wonder that they are regardless of lhe 
good of society, the welfare of generations 
yet unborn, on whom may descend, from 

the being they are thus indulging, a~cumulated . . 
Dllsenes. 

Such is the depraved state ofhuman nature, 
that bad habits," and even flagrant vices, are 
far less likely to become extinct, in families 
where they have existed, than amiable qua­
lities and Christian virtues. Where, then, is 
our public sp_~rit 1 Where the love of our 
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country, if we do . n9t endeavour to stop the 

declension, and exert ourselves to render our 

posterity better, and therefore happier, when 

we are sleeping in the grave 1 

What a large proportion of the evils we 

endure from the prodigality, the rapacity, the 

malice, or the churlishness of others, may be 

fairly attributed to a wrong education! Of this I 

am myself so thoroughly convinced, that, when 

suffering under the effects of any of these vices, 

the first thought that occurs to me is, ' I 

should not be thus injured if my oppressor 

bad been properly educated.' So that I con• 

ceive myself wounded, rather by ·the hands 

of ancestors, than of contemporaries. Is it 

too much to say, that some of the trials 

which I hav~ suffered, (though nothing bas 

happened to me but what is common to men,) 

may have originated,· centuries back, in the 

silly indulgence of some clamorous child ; to 

whom, as well as to • its posterity, a short 

week's proper discipline might have proved 

a benefit more valuable than gold or rubies 1 

The world at the best is but a wilderness; 
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nevertheless, were our young plantations cul­
tivated by more skilful hands, we should have 
fewer thorns and more roses; provide.cl His 
blessing were sought, who alone can give that 
principle, which renders the. character genuine 
and complete. 

With such ideas as these, I resolved, if ever 
I became a parent, to do my best towards 
promoting the general weal, as well as the 
individual happiness of my own family. I have 
done comparatively little, because I had but 
little in my power. I could not bestow on 
my, children advantages which I did not pos.­
sess myself_: but I nave laboured, at least 
during their infaucy and childhood, to Jay a 
foundation on which themselves might build 
in, maturer years.. To give them a right bias, 
and prepare them for the reception of virtuous 
and pious principles, was the business and 
study of my life, at a period when this im-_ 
portant work may be most easily begun; per­
suad-ed, that, while it is drawing nutriment for 
its body, the tender mother may begin to 
pour a ray of instruction into the infant mind. 

I 
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5oon .may she ~onvince it~ that its · wishes 
cannot be gratified by clamour and passion'; 
and while experience teaches it, that to open 
its mouth is the way to receive food, and that 
to open its hands will enable it to embrace 
its toys, it will almost as soon discover, that to 
be placid and good-humoured is_ the_ only way 
to ensure the smiles of her, on whom it de­
pends for all its enjoyments. _ 

It is because parents are not sufficiently 
aware of the importance of early discipline, 
that we behold such turbulent passions, and 
subsequent misery, in families. But if dis­
cipline is to begin at all, (and who does not 
intend that it should 1) what year of the dar­
ling's life would the fond parent determine 
upon, for the commencement of that which is 
deemed so difficult and painful a task 1 And 
then in what clay of this momentous year 
is the operation to begin 1 Already the tur­
bulent passious have broken forth; already 
they menace parental government ; and every 
day they gain additional strength and as­
eendency. Does the parent resolve to assume 
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his authority to-morrow 1 Alas! if the reso­

lution is really kept, what a sorrowful day 

will to-morrow be! 

But education has no· fixed day for its 

commencemen~; except as it ,::ommences, in 

a certain degree, with the being of its subject. 

It does not imply corporeal punishment ; se-

1 verity is no feature of its character; (though 

some parents measure their management by 

the riumber of stripes dealt out among their 

still unruly families). It professes no art, 

beyond ' the comprehension of the plainest 

understanding. • Its process is simple, but 

firm and unremitti»g. Its foun<lation mnst 

be laid in a persevering subjugation of the 

child's will to that of the parent : this is 

the grand foundation stone, and those who 

build n0t upon it · are rearing a structure on 

the sand, which will . never be proof against 

the tempests of future life: well will it be 

if themselves are not overwhelmed in it~ 

fall. 

My dear **f, •you have often heard me say, 
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that I like to do nothing for which I cannot, 
if I please, assign a reason. The above ·ob• 
servations may account to you for some things, 

at which; in your childish simplicity, you may 
have wondered. You perceive that I am 
jealous of my authority, and have an _habitual 
sense of the propriety of filial subordination ; 
conceiving • it to be fhe best passport into 
a world, by rio means inclined to surrender 
its will to o'thers. The being who ushers forth 
from under the paternal roof, with passions 
unsubdued, because never controlled ; with -a­
,vill stubborn and unyielding, because unac• 
customed to submit, had better at once as­
sume the warrior's costume, and be furnished 
with his weapons; for assuredly he is march~ 
ing into the field of battle, where he will 
encounter many a sturdy soldier, as ready to 
contend for sovereignty as himself. 

Such co11siderations gave energy to my 
exertions, during your infant years. Years 
and lessons by you forgotten, though, hap­
pily, their effects still remaii~. Happy de-
parted hours! I shall always recollect them 
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. with pleasure, when I laid the simple but firm 
foundation, on which your dear father has so 

ably built. 

' Delightful task to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea bow to shoot.' 

Yet though infancy is over, and childhood 

is far advanced, I do not conceive my work to 

be concluded, or my task accomplished ; but 

have employed my leisure hours, and some, 

indeed, that were not leisure, in endeavouring, . -
by means of these addi:esses, to confirm those 
pious principles, which are indispensable to 
your present and future happiness. And how 

could I bet,ter obey the divine command, 

my ***, to ' train you. up in the way you 
should go,' than by calling your attention, at 

the commencement of them, to-the source of 
all the evil of which I was about to forewarn 
you; namely, to man's . original transgr-ession, 
and your own ihare in the guilt and misery 

incurred thereby 1 Surely when you see and 
f.eel the sad consequences of sin, you will 

a,c;pire• after holiness,· and seek an interest in 
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that promise whi<:h was given • to the first 
transgres~ors. You learn that your days are 
' few and evil,' and that you also must ' sleep 
with your fathers,' and make room fo.r others, 
as others have done for you : you must go to 
your ' long home,' for ' here you have no con­
tinuing city.' These solemn truths I have 
endeavoured to impress on your mind, in the 
hope that you will not be one of those thought-
less creatures who .say, ' Soul take thine ease, ' 
thou hast goods la_id up for many years;' but 
rather, that you may press forward to j0iri 
that ' great multitude which no man can 
number,' by following their faith, and walking 
in their ways. To this end, will you not desire 
to be ' an. Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile 1' clothed with humility, and all the 
virtues and graces of the, Christian : so malting 
the hearts of your parents rejoice, when they 
behold ' the olive,' about which they have 
bestowed so much culture, prosper and flourish,. 
and repay their labour of love. Human splen­
dour will have little influence on your mind if 
thus divinely cultivated : the poorest Christian 

"1ill ~ppear infinitely more lovely, in your 
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eyes, than the loftiest sinner; and your atn­

bition will be to join such company, and sit 

down with ·them at the divine command, wait­

ing to be supplied by the bounties of Pro­

vidence ; and wu~h more, by the riches of 

grace. 

I have bestowed much labour in rearing a 

handmaid for the service of the sanctuary; 

now I wait for my reward: that ' what your 

hands find to do, you may do it with your 

might,' remembering that you will be- ac­

cepted according to what you have, not 

according to what you have not. _And may I 

not hQpe, . too, tha,t while you are wise unto 

salvation, you will have a portion of that 

wisdom -and prudence which are necessary to 

your comfortable walk thFough the present 

world, and n1hich form such an ~greeable em­

bellishment to the Christian character !-that 

you may derive so much benefit from the 

sober lessons you have received, as will regu­

late your conduct towards your friends and 

acquaintances;,. and enable you to hold the 

balances with a _steady hand, in your temporal., 
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ns well as in your s:riritual concerns ?-having 

learned the necessity of attention to small 

matters, to ' the hyssop that groweth on the 
wall,' as well as to the lofty cedar. Nor are 

you so likely to fa,11 a prey to him who ' goeth 
about seeking whom he may devour,' when 

you have been warned of his approach: but, 

with _the divine blessing accompanying these 

instructions, though often assailed by ' the 
world, the flesh, and the devil/ you may,· 

nevertheless, ' run aud not be weary, walk and 
not faint.' 

And am I too sanguine 1 Too sanguine, to 
expect to reap where I have sown! Yes, 
if the seed should have f~.llen , on stony 
ground; or should the birds of the air carry 
it away; or should weeds spring up and ' 
choke it ; then shall I have bestowed labour 
in vain, and have spent my strength for 
nought. But should it have been scattered 
.on good ground, (and to the great Husband­
man I look for a ,blzssing,) then a jo) fol 

harvest is .before me: and though I may not 
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survive to reap it here below; yet great will 
be my joy to see my dear child brought by 

• the.angels, like ' a shock of corn fully ripe,' 
and lodged in the heavenly garner!! 

THE END. 

J, l\<IOYES, PRINTER, 
Greville Street, Hattou Garden, London. 
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