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" NOT he alone is to be es­

teemed a benefactor to mankind 

who makes an useful discovery ; 

but he also, who Citn point out · 

and recommend an ·innocent plea-

sure,." 

" Of this kind,, are the ·. plea- ' 

sur.cs arising fron-1. tlte observation 
,. 

, of 



.. r iv · J 

of nature; and they are ldghly 
-

• I 

agreeable to every taste, uncor-
... 

fupted · by vicious -indulgence.,, 

,. 

• C 

- . -, 
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" 

8/c. Slc. 

A SHORT DISSERTATI0 1 

ON INSECTS 

JI 

" There is not a Fly but has had Infinite Jrisdo,,r., 

•• concerned, not only in it • structure, 'but 'in i~ 

" destination:." 

' ' 'Tis God, 

"'Who gives its lustre to an Inse t' ,vi.ng " • • 

., 

MRS. DEL VILLE was extremely 

alanned at hearing a loud shriek 

fro1n the garden; he sprang f\om 

her scat to go to the a. si tance of 

her da-ught r, v. horn she had ju t 

A pa.Ited 



2 ON INSECTS I 

parted from, ~Iaria choosing rather 
to sit in-a bo,vcr of roses, with her 
play-111ate and' clolls, than accon1-

pany her 11Ian1ma Gil ~ visit to her 

:village .neighbo ·s. 

'" My dear c Iaria, \vhat noi c 
~va's it I heard," • asked 1'1r-. Del--ville, " , hat has hurt ) ou, you 

look ill?'' 

"Oh nothing, Man1nrn, .I a1n 
better ~ow, but I ~must t 11 ·you 
how it, happened.-· I had gath red 
a nosegay of ro es for l\'lary • T cl-

. son,, and the moment I had pre-
. .,.. 

.. cntc l 

f 



ON· INSEC'J.'S,. 

sentcd thc1n to her,. -there flc,, 

fron1 it such ·n n1onstrous thini, 
✓ 

" 
and settled on ,my ann, that l al:.. 

f. d" I • n10 t a1ntc . f ,. 
,, 
t 

" Dear child, ho,v could you 

0 ·i ve inc that alann, and 1akc 
b -

) ourself appear -_so ridiculous ? 

I can , cnture to -assure' myself 

-~Iiss Nelson has too much good 

sense to fear so inn6ccn a crea... ' 
. 

turc: of ,vhat use is ) ou1~ reading, 

n1 dear, if , -ou do not learn · 1norc ., 

philosophy, than .to faint at the 

ight of an insect." . , , 

A 2 "Pray, 
, .. -
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~' Pray, ~Iam1na; do nor laugh 

at me, it \Vas 1nore than an insect ; 

and 1nuch as you ·depend on 1vfa- • 

ry's good sense and forbearance on 
, 

the occasion, even she started from 

it." 

' 

" I beg your pardo~1, dear 1'la-
. I 

i-ia; if -you rcme_1nber, I took it 

off your arll?, and wondered you 

lvere afraid of ·such a com1non and 

, beautiful little ~ing as it was; I 

]1ave played with the1n a thou- . 

sand times, ·and l\tian1ma calls 

' the111 Chafers-here is another, 

~Irs Del ville." 

"You 

ar 
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ON I-NS E•CT S· • . 

" You are perfectly right,• 1ny 
. ~ .. .. ,.. 

dear Mary, they- •a!·e call,.ed Rose 

Chafers, or Green ~eetlcs~thcy 

are the 111qst ~eautif ul1 of ·the 

kind, in England; you s_ee it is _J 

green gi!ded, and ~ they al e gene­

r?,lly n1c , ;ith upqn_ fio,vers, par•· 

ticularl y ' the rose ahd piony; the 
-

larva, or 1naggO"t; inj res the {oots • 

of plants." 

" I ,vill remember ' this ac ... 

·ount," _ ~aid 1'Iary, '' and pray, 

11aria, let us learn, together, 'the . 
hi-:tory of- Insects, Papa says it 

A3 

_.,...,,. .. - ... 
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0 ON INSECTS; 

is ,vhat all girls ought to do for 
• ' 

their an1 usen1en t." , 

Maria.-Ashamed of 1ny beha­

viour, I -willingly accept this pro-
, 

, posal, . provided Man1~a will be-
1 • ·co1ne our tutoress. 

" Mos1 certainly, n1y dear, I 
I 

'/~ . • shall -comply with your vvishcs 

i;!. ~ •.. "'-ith pleasure, and ,.vill; therefore, 

. postpone n1y ,visit to another day, 

.and as there is nothipg like making 

sure of the ti1ne present, we will it_ 
-

here and con1mence our rational 

conversation." 

1vlar31. 

l 

ll 

fc 
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tr. 
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ON INSECTS. 

1ltl ar:/-In the first place, then, -

I ,vish to kno,v,, if all large crea-

tures, of this description, are , 
. ,. ... 

called irAsects, such as the Cha- ,' , : 

fcrs fot1nd in oak-tre_es, &c. &c. 
, 

.1lfrs Delville.-All, ~,ithout ex-

ception, my dear-Insects are so • ,.. • 

alled, from a separation in the 

n1iddle of their bodic&, ·whereby 

they are cut into two parts, ~,hich 

are joined together by .a s1na.ll li-

1 gament. 

lfil aria.-This is very plainly 

understood, 1'Iamma·, I think I 
I 

shall be delighted with a farther 

account; 



8 O,N IN"SECTS. 

aco-ount; pray are Jhey of any 
use to any thing; you say • the 

~ 

maggot destroys. the • roots of 
' 

plants, that seeins incon~istent to 

• n1e, "' that. they should be suffered 
to do so. 

• -.A:frs. • Delville.-Son1e are c1n• 

ployed in ,preparing, some puri-
, 

Jyiug, and others in destroying, 
the materials on ·which they ,vork. - . 

1lla1y.-I-Iow wonder'ful it ap­

pears,- but . not n1or~ so than the 
I 

.growth of trees, of herbs, and 

all 

• I 

a 
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en 
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-, ON INSECTS.{ 9 

all thin gs on the face of the earth 

-but I interrupt you. 
• • I 

.,., 

.A1rs. Delville.-The iniluence of • 

Insect , in the econon1y of nature, 
. • ' 

is very great; they preserve a du_~ 

proportion among pl~nts; consu1ne 

• • "'That is misplace,d, dead, or dc-­

cayed, and, themselves, afford 
I 

l nourishment to other animals, -

chiefly birds. Thus the study of 

Insects seems )o be very i1n ... 

portant. " 

J,faria.-Indecd, Ma1nma, it 

appears so, and how happJ I ·am; 
' . 

I that 



ON INSECTS. 

fri 0 h ten eel 0 

-at so innocent and' jnoflensive a • • . "" ' , 
creature as_ a Chafer, has led to 

' this· charming di_scovery ........ -,vha t 
is a Chrysalis, Mainma ? ,. 

I • 

-
, lvirs. Delville.-It is the· next 

state, -that is, the second of an 
- inse·ct; being dryer 'and harder . 

than the n1aggot, confined in a 
narrow con1pass, and is either 
naked,. or cove~·e<l with a 1 ind of 
web-it i~ called, also, Pupa 

kiaria.-,vhat a .droll na1ne . 

.Jlrs. 

Cl 

a 
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Airs._ Delville.-Pupa signifies 

dolt,, or baby; many insects, in this · 
. . ' 

state, have . so1ne resembl_ance _to 

a child,. -v\,rapped in s,vathing 

clothes-this is called by- various . • , • 
, 

, narnes, as Aurclja, Bean,- Cone, 

... 
,. . . 

Jfary.-Thcn, Aurelia, v1enk\Y 
-

all the Gru , that appears· after • 

the ilk is wound fron1 the ball of 

' a Silk-\vorn1? I , 

Jfrs . Delvillc.-Ccrtainly. . . -

.JI ar ·a.-- ,Yhat is the next 

. <..:lu ngG it undergo . , amroa? 

' 
.... 
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. .lJfrs. Delvllle.-Rcpeat dly, m .. 
. dear ~iaria ! and I , 'as hurt and 
astonished to ·find you never a ked 
one question concerning it; you 

. cannot, .therefore, be attentive, 
~nd those, , ho arc not so, \\ ill 

' 
~lever kno,v any thing beyond one 
,vho has· nc~cr been taught. . 

' 
J}.f aria-( confused. )-1'Iam1na ! 

, ho,v good, ho\v lenient you are., -
I never can forget · thi double 
·proof of indulgence ; but \Vhy \\ras 

I not punished for the neglect, as 
~I used to be: 

. ' 

thu 

you 

aroi 
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J/rs .. DetcilI'e.-1]1ereproach of 

ne's o,,,.-n conscience, is, I an1 
. I 

convinced, the greatest pun~shn1ent r 
, 

, that can be i1nposed on any one ; 

you arc 110\v thirteen_ years old 

consequently are capable of un~ 

derstanding what Y,OU read for-- , 

if you never think when you read', 

ignorance 1nust, certainly, and un 

avoidably, be the event; and one 

of your age, who does 1ot know 

a hing, and is too careless to. ask, 
'-' 

too thoughtless of-the ,benefit to 

~ d rived fron1 it, deserYcs to re­

mmn in ignorance.-This, I tl; ink, 

B 2 
. 
1 

-. 



16 ON INSECTS, 
' 

is a suffi~ient punishn1ent, for 
,, ho can esteen1 such a person? 

• J1faria.-Indccd, indeed, n1y 

dear Nlam1na, I m;n ,vrong, I feel, 
I 

too well, the truth of all your 

remarks, but you ought to have . 

_spared me in the presence of my 
friend, ·who ,vill now look on n1c 

with disgust-_1-f ary . Nelson is a 
true picture of ,vhat I ought, and 

:wi -h tb be ;-but-but, Ma1nn1a,. 

I wish you were less kind ; had 

you chid, 'had you punished n1e, 

I had now Leen dutiful, and 
· t happy 

·. 

ha 

ha 

be 
' mg 

ha~ 

ind 

~·hOI 

faul 

tne 

Ina 
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happy in re1nen1bering what l 

have read. 

~ 

• 1lfrs. Dclville.-I am ,sorry to . • , .. : 

be undeE this necessity, of refotn1 

ing you ; my indulgence should 
' ' 

have proved a stimulus to y_but 
' . 

_ industry-I cannot punish a child 

whom I love, though I see • her 

, faulty-I feel, not\1/ithstanding, 

the error of such a dispo·sition ;- , 

1 have adn1onished· you, , both · by 

precept and example, till ~vord 

are beco1ne useless, and • f a child 

,, ill not be reformed ,vithout chid·-

B 3 
. 
1n cr, t> . 
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I 

ing, o'r pu1i ishm.ent, recourse must 
be had to her feelings 

, JJ.faria.-Ncvcr • have my feel-
• ' 

I 1ngs, been so n1uch hurt as now; 
but I \,Vill n1akc no pro111ises; you 
shall see by n1y- future attention, 
110'\1/ thoroughly I a1n sorry and 
asha1ned for the ingratitude I have _ 

I beeh guilty of towp.ras the best of 
-parent, and the inju tice to,vards 
·my elf, in neglecting to cultivate 
my mind when .I have so good 
~n opportunity. · 

I JJfary. 

, .., 



ON INSECTS, 

Blary.-I can answeF_ for n~y 

dear friend's peqev~raricc in thes._e 

resolutions, ' and by your ~av:e w:e 

'"'-ill retQrn to our Insec;ts. ,,re _ . 

were beginning to talk of the eyes 
• . ~ 

of'spiders;-Maria asked, if they 

had so many eyes ~s ~0111e authors 

mention? 

Mrs. J)dvil!e.-Most undoubt-
' edly :-Spiders have eight eyes; 

t, o on the top of . t?eir 1;ead, or 
. . 

body, (for there i no division be-

t\vceI_l them, a : spider having no 

neck) that look directly lf pwards; , 

two others in front, a little below 

_those~ 
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those~ to· discover all that passes 

forward; . and, on eath side, a COli--. . . 
ple 1nore, bne of vvhich points 
side,,,ays fonvard, and the other 
sidctvays • backward, so that th~. ,, 

insect can sec aln1ost quit~ 
rot1nd. 

JJ1m:y.-The more I hear and . , 
read., the more is my wonder and 

ad1niration increas~d at the good­
ness· and providence of God, .which 
is so plentifully ·shewn in the 

-
forn1ation otthis sce1ningly trifling 
insect. • 

., I 

J 

, , , J 
_ .. 

. 
lllS 

of 
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for 
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111rs. Delvillc.-"' There, is no 
- I 

insect so s·1nall, not even an atorri 

of 111atter so 1ninute, as not ·_ to-, 1 

share in His attention and care;_:., • · 
, , , ,.( • I I 

a~d as to 11{ an, ,vbo is a being of 

much greater importance, he nu1n- • 

&rs the Yery ha~rs of his head; a11d 
, 

thercf~re., n1ust be supposed to care 

for hi~ future state, ,vith the ten­

derness of a most affectionate • 

father." 

Maria.-Oh, 1vian11na, had t • 
attended to such charmjng lec­

tures before, or taken delight _in 

• studying the nature of in ect and 

ani1nals., 

• I 
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animals~ in order to discover the 
wisdo\n of ,God in forn1ing them, 
I should · not have shrunk \ ith 

, l terror at their defonnity: how ig­
., 11orant it .makes me appeai·. 

ltfrs. Delville.-I a1n pleased, 
lvf aria, \Vith this conviction: pur­
sue the rational ainuse1ncnt of 
learning, h(?vV its secn1iqgly n1is­
shapen parts arc_ suited to the inodcs 

' of life allotted by its Nial er, and 
·)'ou will be certainly relvarded far 
beyond your present conceplions. 
It enlarges the mind, by turning it 
frcfin trifling pursztits, especially· 

. . 
-fron1 

rn 

pra 
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- / 

fro1n the ,vicked prac!ice of tor-

m enting anin1als and insects ; a 

practice ,vhich t1orie but tJ-i~ truly 

ignorJnt can possibly fall into. . / 

Ma1y.-Bad indeed must that 
I 

heart be, ,vhich can be amused in 
. , ' 

so shocking a 1nanner; I knq,v 

_ but on.e such, a-nd that i a ·boy, 

_who is as ren1c}.rkable for his igno-
, 

. r~nce as his cruelty. , Do you not 

' think, lvirs. Del ville, it is in son1·e 

measure ovving to an i1nproper 

education-I n1ean, if a ~ child 
. 

had a sen..iblc and affi .ctionate 1no• .. 
thcr, • 

I , 

, . 
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thcr, she ,vould teach the1n n1ore 
' I 

hun13.nity? 
J , 

11/rs. Deluille.-I can, ,vith diffi­

culty, ansvvcr this que tion. The 
' . 

nature of s01ne children is so ex-

trc1ncly perverse and stubborn, that 

it_ is i1npos~iblc for the ,visest and • 

1nost affectionate p;.u,...nt to eradi- , 

cate • it, notwithstanding the pro-

, iVerb of, 

' 

, . 
" Just as the twig is bent, the tree's inclin'd." 

---A friend of n1ine, who possc~sed 

a fund of good ,sen c, and inherit­

ed,. fro1n nature, a s,vcct temper 

. and di position, was so unfortunate 

as 
• t ,, 

con 

. an(! 

,, t 

\\ 
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a · to be troubled \V1th a son of this 
I - • 

description: he was ,' bent' , upon 

con1n1 itting every kind · of n1isdc- -­

meanor and cruelty; he had mas-
' I 

tcrs of all sorts, but being of a" vio-

lent and passionate disposition~ he 

attended to none of their pre'Cepts ;" 

and ridiculed their exa1n ples so, 

opcnl y, 1.hat t_hey all grew tired , of _ 

thei r ituation: his 1iother remon,- . 

.:.t ra.ted,. hid, oothed, .and all ,vith-
, 

l )!lt ,fleet, 'till fortunately for 

then bo h, he ·v.,as taken ill, ·and 
' . 

the p'::1in he then suffered bi·ought 

l in' lo repen~ nc , ~nd to hi1nself: 
... 

' ·\\ cct indeed tlrc th uses of ad-

C 
• h 

YCfSlt), 
,, 
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, 

... versity," for he is no,v the pride of 
' 

- 11is acquaintances, and his ~Iothcr. - \,~ 

Jvfaria.-1Vbat a lesson is 'this 
for the ignorant. I shall ren1en1, 
bcr the Insect as long as I live; 
this rose· bo,~cr \i\ ill be · the place I 
shall ' in future prefer to any in · the 
shrubbery : here, lviary, in this 

. beautif~l spot -we will endeavour 
to· beco1ne the wisest as well as the 
best girls in the ,vorld. I need 

' ,not say we, but I will learn of you, 
.that to b attentive to the precepts 
of our parents, is the safest and 
only 1ncthocl to become good and 

,t 'lSC 
ON 

It 
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ON BEAUTY. 

~~ ,_ 

' ) . . " Some beauty's snatch'd -each aay, each fiou:, 

For beauty is a fleeting flower: 
, Then how can wis<lom e'er c_onfi<l_c, 

In beauty's momt;ntary pride:" 

~ 

' i 

• IT is a ~atter of astonishn1ent to 
I • 

me, tQ observe the re_gard and re- ·· 
. . 

verence that is paid to beauty, in ' 
" ~ ' , 

preference to the- graces and ac-

con1plisl11nents of the mind. 

Iris ·certain, that no ha1)piness ,, 

or real ad vantage ca1f be derived 

c 2 from 
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fro1n it; and is it, as son1e argue, 
-true; that those'" hq are in po ·ses­
sion of this fleeti11g gif, seldon1 or 

I • 

ever bestow any care or thought 
, for the culture of the 111ore Yalua­
ble and lasting part, ✓ the m-ind? 
I-low anxious 1have I seen the fond I 

and admiring, n1-0ther, exercising 
all her contri,-ances to protect her ' 
' 
fair daughter from any accident , 
that n1ight deface her ·with a ~car, 
or stain her with a freckle,: ,vcak 
wornan ! rather turn thy attenti \-c 
as iduity to thy ·favourite's future 

• beauty; teach her the true Iovcli-. 
ness of the soul, \Yithout \~ hich it 

. 
l 

by 
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is impossible she can be e£teeined ­

by any bui the frivolous and v~irl. 

i-\s life is, ,vitfi so . n111.ch pro-
. ; 

priety, con1pared to grass, by our , ,, 

holy P a11nist, ~o - is b~auty to 

flo\ rs·. Prior's beautiful poem of 
I 

the Garland, conveys a charn1ing 

1 sson to youth, particularly to-fe-

111ales; for ,vlio can read the poc1n, • 

"ithout feeling a con,_ iction ·of the 

truth of every vvord ,vhich it con .. 

, tain ; but; lest my young reader 

should be unacquainted - ,vith it, 

the moral of it i , that of a lovely 

girl' returning ,frotn a vi it of 

C 3 , £ ti yj t y ; 
I 



ON 13E :1.UTY. 

~C?stivity; she· had danced, sung, 
ond, indeed, bore the belle at the, . 
,~rake; she wore on her head a • 

, garland of nature's ~'' ectest orna-
• n1ent'-, roses;. 1n the n1idst of hila-, 

,rity and youthft:11 frolicks, these 
frail and fad1ng beauties drooped 
their heads and died: nor was it 
9 iscovered, 'till returning to her 
own reflections in the eve.ning, 
and casting off the garb of gaiety, 
poor Stella sa,v, with grief, the J 

change such a sho1:t period had 
n1ade: she threw her garland on 
tbe ground, and, _pointing to the 
fio\vcrs, sho exclaimed, smiling, · 

though 

tho 

H 

kt 

no1 

ute, 

ch 

me 

raJ; 

SO() 

it in 
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l 

t_hough in the midst - of tears, 
, 

't Alas! n1y , friend, sec 'Yhat :a 

f.c,;v fleeting houts has done; see -· 

ho,v it has robbed m'.)' ga ·land of 

life, their colour is ~ed, their 
' 

~harn1ing odour lost!"-'' Ah,, 

inc ! '' continued the lovely mo­

ralist, " all the variegated charnis , 

of 11Iay, an~ those C!f ,bea~ty, ar,e : 

a one; in the morning, both flou­

ri h and delight the eye; in the 

evening, b~th. fade, die, and' ar~ 

soon forgottcn."---Happy woul4 

it indeed be, vvere these ~eflcctions 

1norc encouraged by _many young 

fc1nalcs, \\·ho spend hour after 

hour~ 

' I V 
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1iour,' and day after day, in pur-, 

suit beneath their atteHtion; to ,. 

1=efiect on futurity, is the only way 
, . 

to- become acquainted "vith one's , 

sel:G and to :rei11en1ber that \Ve . ' .. ., - . also shall soon fade, and be cut off 
lil~c gr~ss. . J ,_ 

I for-get who it was that said, 
few people kno,v how to take a 
~-alk; this, • however paradoxical 
it may appear, is literally true; 
we 1nay W"alk, and . walk to etcr- _· • 
nity, but.if we do not turn the ob­
jects \1/e then~. meet wi h to some .. 

, ti useful purpose, '\-Ve 1nay_ almost as 

' , well 

lll'at 

deli 

ana 

plo, 
' 

Ua 
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,vcll be deprived of the use of our 

feet; there is a tale contained in 

every leaf, as ,vcll as flower vve 

meet ,~·ith; t!1e s1nallcst particle of 

nmttcr ,vil-l afford instruction and 

delight to those " -ho " 'ill seek it; 
' and is it not more laudable to en1-

' • ploy our time 1:hu , than to laugh 

it a,vay in folly and van'ity? 



ON .HAPPINESS; 

OR, 

\ 

THE ADVANTAGEg; OF READING. 

.•• r < . . 
" 'Tis Vi~tue makes the bliss whcre'evwe dwell.'' 

\ I --~ 

. ' I 

WO 

sup 

• ami 

w'l! 
' ' IN spite of all your reasoning," seen 

said Lou}sa to her friend, .-" you )'ou 

will never make me a convert to last 

your opinion that happiness is n~t 
local; convey me to the charn1ing • ,, 
scenes of Londqn, or Bath, an<l I • tpi1

1 
think a gl-oomy thought or a sigh r , 

, • °\'Yould 
I 
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would never ,con1e across -ine , 

again; no\v Y?U are continualfy 

~ worrying ~11e that -r a1n pensive 

and disconte11ted, and a hundred 
• I 

. other such acci1sations; and no-vv, 

my dear Emma, -is it _possible t? ·_ 

suppress sighs and downcast looks 
' 

• an1idst so much stupidity; you 
-

,vill pardon me, but I have scarcely 

se~n a face, beside~ yo~ir own __ and 

your. pedantic brother's, for th~e 
. t • . 

la~t t,vo months." _ 
, 

" Nay, Louisa, not S"c~ fast; ifn 

tpite _of yourself, you prove my , 

reasoning to be true; \Vhen yo~ 

, •. were 
I \ - -

.,. , 
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,vcrc in London, ho\v anx.iou 
,vere you t~ ' ' taste the svvect of , 

the country, where: Emma, , -e 
shall \Valk from morn till night 
,vithout being interrupted;' the c 
,verc yo'ur \Vord ·, if you recollect; 
-you are no sooner here, but it 

... d1sgu ... ts you ; one is pedantic, b -
cause· I c delights in reading and . 
11np ·oving. his n ind; the oth r 
stupid, b -·cause she loves rctir -
1nent; a pretty account trul) yon 
,vill have to give of your country 
friends; do you not ·no,v pcrceiYc, 
Louisa,' that happ·n ss is confrnc 

# to no particula . pot ; it is a gen1 of 

the 

ilie 



... 

the 1nind, which nothing · can 
have po,1/er to di~turb, whether 
• 

.,_ 1 I .., • • ,. . "'" 11~ to,vn or country, 1n society or 
retiren1ent, it is strll the same .• , • 

• .I f • • . .. 
" When you begin 1noraHzi11g, 

Em111a, you know; there is no ~'uci1 
thtngas-geing equaltoyou; but ·ar' ... ~ 

• 
I 

, 

gue whic11 ,vay you wi_ll,- I am 1nost 
contented in a town, because~-'' .. 

"Because little1nz·nds(yott began, 
if you please to recollect,) know 
not how to commune ,vith them'­
selves; 'leave them alone, and 
they arc devoured with the va-

p po,urs 
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rpqurs, the; spleen, _nervous head .. ~.... .. . 
-~~~-1~, or some such complaint; 

.,whereas, a person ,vhose mind is 
\._t I -

• st~rcd with us~ful kno1vvledge, 

, lvho knows ho,v to read to ad van-
' . 

- tage~ never. is so truly · delighte:d, - ( .. . 
as when left,alo.n~ .~o indulge their 

,- .,l o4 r , ' ~ 

own reflections, or to turn over, 

•. at leisure, 'and digest _a pcl,ge or 

hvo of the • best authors ; this, 

you v1ould call, romantic, but is ' 
I 

it no infinitely prefi rable to the 
. 

. enn lu you con~ plain . of con-

_tjn llail yr ', . J 

"Do 

• " 

}'Ott I 

acxi0 

,, I 

tni1 di 

ll'oula 

all!! 
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• H 'Do • not ' ask ·the question, 

Em-ma, I cannot hold out <,1gainst 

thesG plain trutH.s-=let 1ne learh of 

you the-art -of happiness,' for I am=. •• 

disgusted ,vith .• 1nyself, -and of 

every thing around ·me..::__:teacli 

me the shortest road to gain that 

ch~rming- serenity~ which· I ; see 
' .,, 

yo\:\ joy, and ,v~1ich \ I ,· am so 
. . , ' - a1-1:x1ous to atta;1n.. -

" I ~l·ish J :ec,nild.,kcep you ,- in 
, 

\hi di position for a few weeks, I 
' ') 

,vould teach you it is the richest 

and best of heaven's gifts." -~ 

"Co-µld 
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'' Could I bi1t fnjoy: thj inesr _ 
tiJncible treasure, Emma, this mo• . ... . . . 
n1ent, there it not~ thi11g I: would 
not UIJdergo. In ''"' ha,t mannctr 
n1ust I : atte1µpt . to g?-i11 th~ 

, 

" Listen to ~ope, th~ 1nost 
thar.min g of mdral Foe ts, , you 
will find it does· not depend on ho- · 
n-our, -OI riches. 

'' Flant .of celcst-ial ~ecd ! if <lropt below, • 
• , Say in what mortal soil thou dcign'st to grow? ' . . . . 
'' Fai~ op'ning to soijie court's propiiious s)linc, 
,, Or deep ~jrh diamonas, in th~ flaming mine ; . • 

:' Twin'd wi~h the wre;iths; ;irnassian laurels yiald, 
__ , Or re~p'd in µ-0.n harvests of the iidd? 

"Where 

•' 

' 

"Vie 

"'F. 

"acd 

"As 

"lri:1 

"Sc:nc 

h r/Je! 

II lo• 

,; !c~ 

"Oi- i.-

"To 

TnUs 

e'en 
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" \Vhet;e grows? where grows it not? if vain ot1r toil, . , 
" We ought to blame the culture, not _the soil; 

" Fix'd to no spot, is linf>pinrss sincere, j 

•~ 'Tis no where' to be found, or .every whe~e L 

" 'Tis never to he bought, but always free, 
, I 

" And fled from monarchs, St.John <.!wells with thee. 
I 

"Ask of the learn'd the way, the laarn'd are'blind • . ' ~ 

" This bids to serve, and that to shun mankind; 

" Some place the bliss in action, some in ease. 
I 

" These caH it pleasure, and contentment these; 

'~ Some -sunk to beasts, find ple~sm:e end in paiA,_ 

,; Some swell'd to Gods, confess e'en yirtue vain, . ' 
"' Or in.dolcnt, to each extreme they fall, 

" To trust in every thing, or d.C11Jbt in~lt." 
. I 

' 
Thus you perceive, Louisa, tha( 

.e•en n1onarchs are cxc1npted fn:llU 

the enjoyment of true felicity-­

but you ccm to ,vaYc;.'' 

I 
D 3 " ... :r o, 
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•• " N 6, indeed ! beliGve n1e I 

do_ not? I wa~ thinking how much 

'I am inisled,- and that you will 

~ave a· more stu'bborn pllpil tha,n . . ' 

_ you are a-ware of; contei1tment, I 
l1a-efe discpvered, n1.ust spring fron1 . -

th~ rnind; .you _ tape of stqring it 

I ,with lJseful knowledge, of read-· 

ing the be~t .. ci.uthors ; • { hardly.. . . -
know · wiuit . kn~,vledge is useful, 

aJlQ , all authors ar.e the same to 
' ' 

Jne.,- for I fraB-kl y decl~re to you~ 

I __ kno\\' none, but by pa;r1e ; be . 

not _surpri~ed, it is a fact~ n;iy 

reading consisted in novels.'~ 

HJf 
;' ... 

.-

II 

life 

but 

cno: 

,, 
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• u If the-se;are truth ·; · l .cannof 

, wonder at the rest1essnG"'s • and inl"! 
·~ • -

quietude of your cl.is.posit.ion ; , ! 01~_ 

'have no internal_ solidity fo reiie~t 

on ; separated from society; • your 

life must be . a tedious vacuum ; 

but ho\v happen_ed ~ ·tt 'that yotl • 

c;ho~ such a mistaken lpath '?'' • ~ 
I • .• 

" ~I an1 sorry to repl:@acl1 those, 
I . ) 

" 'hose wh0le study i( was .to st-e., 

ine ha11py·. · Nly paq-eflt, I being 
-

an only)<;h~ld,. doc1ted 011 1ne to a 

blamable exIIffiS, '1\ hen I ,vas 

seveh years ·olrl, I as. to be put ,. . 

tp schoo.!, out .on n1y she"ving • a 

-disinclination 
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, disinclination to leave ho1ne, my 
mother ,vould, by no n1ean~, con-· 
sent t~ my being force~-it spoiled 
children's dispositions, she said, 
and she never would have her, 
child th,var.tc<l in · the n1ost. tri­
vjaI ~hing; -~ y.ou kno\v, my dear,' 
\said she t,9 1ny fath er, ' Louisa 
will have a very large fortune, 

4nd her :understanding is excel-. . , 

lent for her y.ears, . therefore \\'hat 

signifies pestering the girl "ith 

accompJishments~ ? ~hich she "' ill 
·do very.. ""-'Cll with.~ut; • \VC ,vill 
educate her at l1on1e; she hal1 

'accon1pany n1e in alL1ny , ·isit. ·; # ' 

. . balls 

" 
morn 

brin 

I ilie 
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_ b~lls an.d plars ·wiU _ gi ~~e ., her ~ _ . 

taste for elegance, app; 
1 

}yi_d1 ·us,, ~--.-
, • 

her disp?s-ition wiU n<Jt ·b~ _-~qure,d _ ~ 

by contntd-iction and stuqf/'. , ·: 

- - J ( ... 

• " .And ho,..v,_rnistaken· we\·e yo!Jr ~ · 

motI-ier's airns; ,yggr §ituc}tion 

brings to my recollectiplJ. a letter, 

I the oth<w day peru ed1 - ·from a 

• young ,\vp1nan, "vh9 , has passed • 
• 

her time n1uch in the same man"' 

per as yourself. She had · never , 

. ' been in the country,; at1d he'1 edu 

cation bega_n, and "v~ cornpletc:;d, 

• jn the midst of visitipg µ.ncl dissi .. 

pati.011; · till, at lengtl ,- a country 

relation 



. 

I 

I 

( 
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' relation · g~ve her ari invitation, 

which i.vas: accepted with that ~e-· 

~ght, , which you~ having expe­

rieficed it,. can best explain. She,: 
I ~ 

·11owever, had been in this fan-

cied Arcadia but si~ weeks, and 

she wi·ites the follovving account 

0f hefself to her frien_d-" T,hus, 
I 

EupheFa, a1n I condemned to s?~ 

Iitude; the day moves ·. loVt ly.for­

,vurd; and I see t-he dawn with 

uneasipess, because I ~onsidcr 

that night is·at a great distance. I 

have fried· to sleep by a brook, 

but find its 1nurmurs inef~ ctual, 

so that I ' a1n f.orccd to be :awake, 

at 
... 

!( 

CJrck 
' 

... ,c~r 

. 
• I 

!, 
,, 

.h !\11' l lij 
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I' 

h 

11, 

.. 
, ~ 

p,l least, t\velve ho_urs, witho\H vi".' 

~iL, ,vithout cards, ,vithouf!aug~­

tcr, .,vithout flattery., , I \valk,. l:>0-

cause I a1n disgusted with sitt~ng _ 

stjll, and sit 1dovvh, beea"Use 1 am 
I '- , 

weary of wal~ing. . ! go out an~ 

return-[ pluck a flower _. a9-d 

thro.\v it a,vay,-1 cat:h an ·insect,., 

and, .,when I have .examined .'its 

colour·s, set it at liberty-~-I tling e1; 
I 

pebble into the ·water., and s~e one 

ci-1:clc spread after another-I have· 

f-incercly i:csolved , not to spend 

anot11 er su1n rncr in , o.litudc, no.r 

too ha -:til y flatter. • n~yself ,vith 

.Lappinc~~-yet I hav~ heard, Eu-, 
phel'ia,. 



phelia;-. of- , those, • v,ho never 
.- tho\}ght then1selves so . 1i.n1ch at _· 

' , . 
ease, ~au ih solitude; ·and cannot 

' • .. • I 

cbut susp~ct 1t to be, some vvay or 
' 

ther; , ·my '. ,n\'Il fault. Let me I , . 

~1ear :&,om you.-inunediately, and ' 
:t~ach-~1e how to erljoy shades and 
ilo,vers; ,and .lawns and waters. ~I 
:ain ~, ,v-€:ary of th~ .country, and 
'of .~very thing -around 1ne, bu~ 

~ 111ostly of · myself." 
I • 

r-

' 
" Thus writes this unhappy . 

' mt 

• girl-and I suppose your letters to 
11; ~ - ,your friends at ho1ne, are much ... 

• , . . . 1 f~d 
1n 



- ' 

in the sa1ne ·strain of complaint, 
Louisa-is it. not so ?" 

"Think ndt t0 deeeive ni:e tbus, · . 
·En1ma, - I have disco, eted yoi.it 

. 
i)lot, . and .a:m eon·v-inced _tl1isl1i,s ·a. 

• 
.character ·of. 1nyself, which y0u • 
have dravvn and put-upbe.fere me, - ·- / . 
just to she,v me ho,v insignificant 

--1 ,must appear to 1i'1ysclf ;· 4 inust 
• t allo,v ) ou all the justice ¥tiu -~de- ~ • 

-serve, the pictYre is too truly de·­
lineated for any. one to n1istake 
it; they ~re exactly the sens~ tions 
I ~eel ; tell me, did you not 1 

111ean to draw me_?'~ .. . 

• I E " Indeed 



I 

.. "' Indeed you are ·· n1istakeR) 

Louisa; vihat -I have repeated w~re 

really the effusions of the pen of a 
' 

p<yi:son,. who has every blessingshe 

<rfl~ ·v. ish for, except that .of con-
~ . 

tentment, ·without ·which all other~ 

, are worth hothi.ng,, for sh~. cau_not 
I 

. enjoy them .. ., 1 

~ " Thus-it is ,vitlL inc-I ,~a.nt 
.nothi~g, but still I can enjoy no­
thing;~, 9n tl1e cop.tJ.aJy, yo~1 are 

ey~r c11e~rful,, , ne\:_Cr -co1nplain of 
, . the dullQcss of any place, though 

• you sec not , a .single person ; let 

nle partake of the -happiness of 

your 
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your nature, for I ,¥ill no longer 

oe ~eld up to the \\'orld 'as an · -ob­

jccf of c.?ntempt, and despise my~ 
self as ui.uch as those who kno\V 

\ -me mu t despise my jgn-0i·ance; 

I will learn ,1/hrttever lesson •you" 
t,cach me, but let not . your :bro.: 

ther be privy t-0 the plan, he shall 
make his O\Vn discoveries-'at pre .. •• 

sent, I kno,v I am no favourite or 
' 

hi , but if I • can dise-0urse ·with 
hi1n about the poets anq. philoso.. , 

·, 

phers, pcrh1ps he ·will deign , to 
be sociable ,vith n1c." 

, 

.E 2 " Certainly 

I 
, I 

I 
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" qertaiti:ly. l e· 1Vill; 1nen, 

yqll lfnow, l:oY_e • ki11dred mipds .. 

If a wcnnap · _hq:s 1:0 . entertai~ning 

, ' qualificf!ttions, . ,nothing that • ,viU 

last beyond tl1-0 present hour, shf:l -

n,1 1~t ~~pect to , he JJeglected ; _if 

all ·her , an1u~i.t1g, povvers are ex-­

h~usted ~t • tl1e fir t; 1neeting, she 

c~nnot be s·ougbt ih future; who 

will attend to oi1e, who attends to 

• J)othi11g· but her face and perspn; 
, 

- for .beauty and ..,dress are but poor 

. ' 

!iUbsti.tutes for the graces of the 

mind ; were yo.u to see Charles 

with :Niiss Chesterville, you would • 

altow hiin to posses all the ex--
.... ..cellence 

~n 
any 

tervil 

Shou 

betw 

mg f 

aaort 

lOcr 
~ 

noran 

~la11si 

creQ1~ 

disco,· 
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(;ellencc of his .sex, ,vith scarcely 
' ' 

any of their f allies, H 

I 

,i I suppose, then, Miss ·c1~es- • • -

terville is a learned lady: how I · 

should like to hear a: conversation 

between- the two philosophers," 

" N o,v, Louisa, yo\l are ~tray-
. . 

ing from the plan \Ve are about t~ 

adopt-who,:.ver . . ridicules learn .. 

ing, is always decined to be ig: 
, 

norant themselves; besides, it i ,a 

plausible ,vay of saving their o,vn 

erect it, for, -'till you n1.ade the 

discovery, I could ~1ot k11ow the 

E 3 depth 

• I 
~ 
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depth of your kno,vledge, • as, 
,~rJ~~J1ever any literary subject \Vas 

introduced, you evaded it, by 
saying-" _psha,v, • I hate your 

• n1ora:lizi.t1g nonsense, reserve it -
' for the closet':_:.__if you never con-

vei·se • on what you re~ d, you ' 
never can imbibe .any notions but . .. 
your o\vn, and those are very 

,, 
liable to be erroneous; ho,v then 
~re we to arrive at knowlr.-dge and 
truth, '. which, is·so nece..,sary to the 
comfort of the hu1nan 1nind ?" 

• < 

' ·- " 1 feel 1ny o-wn·error Ern1n·:1, 
and the truth of your re1narks, 

likel 

" 

,, 
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so forcibly, that I will be the-gen- ' 

tle, obedient pupil, -you would • 

wish to see 111e-,\i·hat books shall 

I read, ,vhich ,voJJld be most 

likely to 1nake me so ?" • ~ t ,. 

" ·Do you like prose .or poetry?'' , 

"'~ I n1 ust conf css poetr,y has the 

.preference-but I will take ,vhich 

·you allot rne." . -
, 
• 

·" If you ·walk, ta,J.{e ,vith you 

"Thon1son's Seasons, . or Pope's 

E ssay on Nlan; in your chan1ber, 

.:I ,vould rcco1nn1end Knox's E -

say, 



, 
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~ays, or any of the periodical 
works; indeed, • all these ~ontain 
such a ·variety of useful trutJ-is 
nna pleasing instiruction, tha~ you 
cannot fail of reaping advantage 
and entertainn1ent fro1n the1n." 

The tvvo friends sq:Sarat -d, after 
agreeing that both should be as 
as'siduous as possible, in cultivating 
their minds. Louisa felt, too sin-

, 
• cerel y, the .bad use she had made 

of her ti1ne, not to endeavour to 
n1ake it up, by her present and 
future industry; she saw how 
nn1ch Enuna ,vas her superio_r in 

every , 

em 

fash 

' 
iUlu 

ti~o 
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every thing, . b~t_the manners and 

fashions of tJ1e world, . <! trifling 

consideration, co1:1pared . to .: the 

virtues of the_ heart and the· beau,. 

ties of the 1nind: -
t IJ I ,. 

• En1ma chose . a coll~cti0n: .. of 

books, and placed the1Tu in.'.-h~r 
I 

_ friend's apart111ent, that she 1ni~ht_ 
r •. 

never be at a ·loss for amusen:iei1t; 

she ,vrote on the cov·crs of · then1, 
-

which she n1ost ad1nircd, ~nd on 

the margin of every page \Vere 

written her senti1nents of the au 

thor's abilities. · 

Louisa 
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. Louisa had desired .to be at her 
,. • • I own disposal~ to \Valk alone, or. not 

' ,vith En1n1a, as it should suit both, 
1 

re 
• i.nsi~tin g .t1lat she would no longer 

be treated as a visitor, but go to. 
I 

her · o,wn roo1n~. return from -it, 
nnd do in every r9spect as she 
wo.ulsl at ppipe, 

·This \Vas-the easy, unconstrained . 
-

• ✓ 
manner, of true friendship, and 
.entirely what Em1na had wished 
to adopt; at her friend's fir~t ar.­
~·ival; it, however, no 1/ gave her 
mote pleasure, as it w·as proposed 
by Louisa., and; therefore, could 
' , not 

.,,. I 

Jlrera 



lI 

t, 

ot 

. ' 
( 

ON HAPI"IN ES~. , , a9 , . 

not pos~ibly ,· i:n the end, '.pr.oduca' . 

• reproa€hes~-• . ~ ~ ,· • 

· 1tiore than a ·week, _passed i-1f 

tL is ratienal manner, and Emn1a· 

·was asto{lishcd, that . L€1uisa •• had 

never, during that pe:riod; pro-

. posed to join her : her brother 

loo, enquired the cause of L·oui­

isa's being so n1uch alone, · and at• 

tributing it to s01ne little fen1ale dis ... 

-agtreement, saidnotnoreahouther•;- .,. 

indeed,, he found her society so in~ 

sipid, so destitute_ of any pleasing 

con:v-ersation, that he could. hardly 

, prevail with himself to behave 

{ 
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I 

ctYill y,. to her ;-she ,. conversed. 
I • / 

continually of ·what she vvorc tq 

sueh a rout, and what a gentlc1nan 

said to her at such a ball, ·which 
,vas ill-suited to afford pleasu_re to 

a .m~n, who delighted to :see ,vo-

111an as ·she ought to be-capable 

. ·of enlivening the leisure 1hour~. 

\vifli sensible and witty sallies; 

good-humou1:ed and industrious 

men are never SQ \Vcll-pleased ,,,ith 

a fe1nale, as ·when she is conti.-

, nually e1'!J.ployed. 
,. 

1 " ,vhat · a charn1ing girl is 
11iss Nor on!" exclaimed ·a g ti-

., tlen1an,, 
.. 

tlen 

tion 

~e 
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' I 

ii.on to sens~ble-,1/onien, (, !' I ~alie.d . 
the other n1orning- on her Papa, 

"\1s early as five ~?clock, and \v~s 
' urprized to find her risen,.. and, 

like th¢' lark,' , she sat singh1&; to 

the lVhirl of her spinning \Vheel, • 

he~· tnne ·w.en , and her son'g ... ,v~· -

~n praise:bf thh.t l.lse.ful machine; 

her countenaii.ce, e11livened by 
•ind u trv, ho.re such. evident m·arks • ., 

.I 
, ' 

of ati -factiori and go(){lncss, that, 

a a rc,vard, • ,v ~ich I tbot1ght 

ju. tl y du ' _to . uch 1ncrit, I co1n­

pli1ncntcd her on th additional 

1u~L1·e .her cariy ri jng had given 

F to 



• 
I • 

.to J1e.r ~Jte~; and how much 'her 

.com pl€xiop: was improved by it/' 
. .. t f I 

"- Rather coriunenci the agility 

of n1y girl's· fingers !" exclai1ned ·, 
her- Fathei•; " tl1an th~ heaHties· o.f 

' 
her facer wh~<d1 can: afford conl • . . 
.fort -nor satisfaction ro · no one-· 

t' and th~se (tak~ng both hev hanoo, 

and, pressing them bebveen hiB 

• .0,-vn,) are valuable,. indeed? they' 
• ' ha · e as ·isted to cl0thc several 

, • popr persons,, ,vho had · not th~ 

po\\'er .of helping. the1nselves."' 

, 

-· ... } . . ~ 

-· 
' , 

\ '., I 

. -

. 

I 
goo 

my 

res~ 

!lie 

ploy 

~uen 

~r, 

tl1eir 

l!ll]~ 

OllJa 
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he 

: 
ll' 

\ .. 
I sincerely \.V~sh -such pra~tical " 

goodness wa-s 11,_1ore general a,µ,.OJ: g -

n1y young friends, whose inte~ 

rests l have so nltich at heart; but 

the _truth of it is,. if they are .em~ . . 
ployed, it -is, ' by far more fre-

quen tl_y, to dec·orate their O'Wil 

persons, • instead of impr.ovirig 

their minds_:.let thc1n learn that 

sin1plicity in dress is their greatest . 

on1amcntr.--she \Vh.o she\\'S a p~r.- • ,. 

tiality for any thing beyond thiq, • 
:will sun~Iy be .deemed to want 

good sense-. -Dress ~an never 

~9orn the face of any person, it 
' f~ p.evei· .,. 

I ' 
/ . 

- , 
., 

I ' 



, . 

, 
64 QN I-q.PPJN,ES.S, 

.... 
any, hut fools. J •.,r,, • r: ., • • - _1 

t 

, _.. . .. , The 1:1ost attr.active bea\1ty of 

the person," says .a~s~n ible ,v,ritcr, -
' 

, i' results .' fron1. t_he gra§~S . of tl {f 

' 

' 

n1ind/' _and is i.t not , t1- study .qf 
l 

'jnfinirely more utility, . to 9ecoraJ 
\ 

. 
the 1,n1ind, ,vith a ga~:b that \\-;JJ 

11erer fade, than .' to bcstovv' all 

_ your tin1e on ,your per ons ~-i To 

, tin1e has. powpr io change, or d -

:pri~e youof the kn~nvlcdgc which 

·you acqu~re froin good .. boo]~ 

-,.vise 1nep, and 1hc stud v of . 1'ia.-

'ture; 

J I 

\vhereas, tf;e lQYelic t s t 

of 



of 
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.ON HAPPINESS, • 65 

pf feqtures is liable, by a 'thotisand 

,disa£tcrs, t~· lose • its fairness -and 

re~ularity, and, when• that is 

_gone, alas ! ·what · ren1~jns, but 

sighs and regret, when there . are 

no infernal resources provided 

;i~ainst such an accident.'.' 

• Attending, closely to her books, 

·Loui a scarcely knew ho\v tiine 

.flew ; she \Vould son1.etimes ,von,­

der at the pleasing i1nages, ·which, 

fleeting over her 1nind, caused 
, 

her to feel co1nfort, and even de-

light, in being alone.-" E1nma. 

·will think me rude," she would 

I ' 
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66 
-

say to herself,', '! to · Itve eJ:itircly 
~ \ . , . 

• '; for 1ny own gratificatipn ; but if . 
l can find pleasure . in: reflection., 

,vho have out Sll<;h '1- ~uperficial 

~novvlcdge of thipgs, "that golde:n 

n1on).ents· n1ust those be , hieh 

-she passes alo1ie, and }Vhat value 

mtist she set on the1n., for ·soli- • 

,tude,. I an:r now convii1ced, i • t_he 

, only p1ace to study 111 y elf and 
- . 

·- t_he ,v9rJd around tNe .. "-Lo_uisa 

_ fc;n.1;~1;d. son1ething ne,v, 0111ething 

-to s,1.1,rprii~ her, in every book she 
• I 

-0pepec~ j 'till now she kne,:v 1:i9t, 

\hat every flower, gra~s, and herb, . 

1net ith • s~ch , -~ti~~ fr91n gr~at 
'' .. ' ·1 

' I . , n1en 

me1 

don 

dar 

oi,i 

<le~ 

e\·en 

Yiue 

curn 

Want 

~to 

Pa11s 

alllo 



e 

,I'. 

n1en in all _ar;es, ~nd in a~! }~ii)!t 
.<loins, _3is to 1~e ~n:~ng~d • i1~t9 

fJasses apd order~, and . agai ~- sµ h.­
-41 vid_cd into. genus : and spepie~7 '. 

that this stud¥ w~ ealle.d . ;Bo anj, 
.and that it afio.rded .rrpich ple¥ure 
to those ,vho lived a life of soli-• I • t, • 

tude, and delighted in the ,vo J.r-. . 
,ders of nature ;-neither .did Bhe . . . 
even suspe9

1

t that' insects \VC,i:f. gi-
vided ir;it9 <?r,dcrs, from tl1;e cir­

cumstance of their h~ving or 
·wanting ,vings, and fro1n .the 11\1111-. . 

• be·r or substance ,o.f \v)11 1 those 

parts arc composed_, 'till she founp_, 

. ~mong th· 1::1-ui ber. o_f ,,her· f:ic1:id~ - -
collection 



ON HAPPINESS. 
• ' . 

collectio1J 'qf bpoks7 the history 

pf ir~.sects, which at once sur., . . . . . .. 
. . . , . . 

priz~cJ ~pcJ qelighted her; • in 

turning over t4esc pages, fraught 

~it~ knpwle~~.e so y~eful, · ~nd s~ 

• pecessaty to ~~joy a rural life~ 
. . 

. . • ~ouis~ coµl~ pot prevail with her-. 
. . , 

self to le_q.ye them, htit EmmalJ 
. . 

µnwiiling to forsa~c the sweets of · 
. . 

, • ~nimated n~t~re ~ny longer! pro-
-

. , poseq ~ walk. It \V~s on~ of the 

µios~ gelig4tfu~ rnorni~ss in .N!ay, 

·wh~µ P.~~u)'e smiles from every 
1 • por11er pf tl1e worl4 ; the new born 

Jeaves, tPP .frec¼.led. CO'wslip, 

pijle prj111rqse1 qp~ ~oqest drqop-, 
... 

JI)~ 

\ 

. 
mg 

du 

b5 

fere 

to i 
;' ·i 

ram 

' lll!I 

lan 

,, I 

tifml 
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. . . . 

ing violet, joiried to 'th<: fr E:sh -Yer:-
• ) 

dure of the fields, ~~1d .n~~aas, 
' 1 J , • - 1u-. 

... bespangled ,vith a thousand dif- • 

fererit ,vild flovvers, all conspircq. ' 

io invite thcni f0~·tl1 011 a ·s~ci~ble 
' .. r • r 

i·amble, ·where they 111ight} ad-
. . ' 

.,,, . • r .,.., , ,. ,,. I 

n1ire at -- leisure, ·. t1iose • be-autit~, 
• • , r r,.. • • ., ,... W , -... 

which a culth·:itcd antl i1tt}?py 
. .. ... ,. ,,. . 

-
~. -· •y, 

mind 1nost d 1ight in. •• • • 

' . 
" In cYery· tree,· in every fi~1d~ 

· ·1anc and hedge~jo,\·," id Bdt~i ;; 

" I ee ,vhat Thon1 on so beau-
, 

tif ull y describes; · not a bird can 
' . 

• ,varble, but his ,vord viln·ate in 

" ,.. . 
.. 



\ 

J1~y ears; ho\v trul'y he ·writes-it . 
1,5 Nature herself." ,. . ' . ~ ,. . . 

" 'The melody 9.f the birds; j$ · 
~eJig)ltful," returned, Emma, "~ncJ 
what a he.civenly pro.spcct spre;ig~ . 
flrpupµ q.si; loo~ which way yoy 

-win, th~ COl)ntry js- full pf }?eaµ-­
' t;es, tQO rlaz;zling and nu1nerous 
for the eye to taJ~e in at one view, 
and t,oo' grcp:1d for coµi~·op . words .. 

. to e?(pressf therefore I wjJl _de ... 
~criq~ it ~in o:ur favourite poet's 
owp elegant 1panner--

J I 

, , I 

'I .BchoJd . . 

Ii 



0!-1 HAPPINESS. 

a Behold yon breathing prospect bids the muse 

'rhrow all he-r·teauty iotth. Buti~ho ~an-p,ain~~ 

Like Nature? Can imagi:nation· boast1 

Amid its gay creati'on, hues"likc hers? 

) 

Or can it 1nix them with thit rriatch!css skitr, 

And 1-ose them in each other, as appear~ •. 
I 

ln every bu:d that b'lows ?. If fan·cy then 

Unequar fails beneath the picasing task,, 

71 
.. 

... 

Ah f what shall language do? Ah! where fif.d word~ 

'.I'ipg'd with so many colours'; an·d ·whose power, • 

To iife approacping, may perfume my lays· . ' 
'\Vith that fine oil, thos·c aron'i'a'tic gales, 

That incxhaustive flow continual round/' 

,,· How channing the _ poetry/ 
said Louisa, "and how lovely th~ 

prospect; ho\V ca:ri any one pre-· 

fer the dirty streets of Lot1don to' 

thi$ paradise,- and yet I did r<:> ~ 

fe\v ,veeks ago.'~ , 
T" 
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72 ON HAPPIKES 5' , . .. 
j .Ji \. "- ,. ..,,., l • 

, '~ .A;1).<l so,;•· L"ouisa, you ha,~e 

conquered yqt·1rself, ·and prefer a 
i-ation~l life t~-a· di;sipa.ted one; 

- \Vas the .t;ask pa inf uL?," 

C ... • .. t • ., :11 

, ... '' Far from .it; the mo1;nent I . . . .. ' 

~ def-ei•min~~ to ·n1e -alone, I began 

.. 

. 

. ' .. , .. .. ' ' ~,...... .. 

to think and t<? ·read, then . I : pl}t 

down 1ny.bo6k and reflected again, 

,vhich s~on _ taught me to fix on 

,vl)at p4th l? take to ~rrivc at Hap­

pine;~. • i 1·cad ,vitn plea ure, bc-
~cause· I ~-~s certain, in the end, .. 
to find• profit al"o -;; • the• periodical 

,v-orlis t}re ·o-sc~cre, {hat I ·biu h a 
sev ral tirnc as .i -tauld no J1elp 

fancyinO' 



k 

ON II APPINESS, • ' 73. 

fancying the s~tire ,vas, ain1ed at 

" They are ,vritten· purpose! y 
• I , 

to correct the · follies an<l vanities •• 

of the age, and happy they·· who· 

are not too hardened to ,turn them 

to their own advantage.,, -

" I have been extremely de­

lighted \vith 11r. I-Iayley's in.. -

structive pocn1, the " Triumphs 
' of Te1nper ;" jt is really a look-

ing glas for us, ,vhere we m·ay 
learn to dress our minds, in a n1an.. ... 

C 

ncr that ,vill never be out of 

fa hion." , 

G "The 



14 

" The picture of Serena is . 
lovely,. , indeed;" said En:1ma, 

""PcS-pe's Rape of the Lock ,vas 
• I - . 

, ·supposed t'o be· the n1odel-have 
• • r 

, · you_ read it?" 

' J • • 

"Never ;-I tell you I read 
I 

~othing bl)t • novels till no,v; I 

have been· told Pope's _Es ay on 

·Man is his best production-i it 

so ?" .. .. 

" I believe so~ it if so tho­

-: roughly moral, that every line 

conveys a. useful lesson; " 'e ,vill 

rea9 it t?gether, if you please." 

" I 

" 
not 

on 



e 
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ON •ItAl'.-l"l.Nj;SS-. 

s.1. I have no objection. ·Do you 

' · 1i.o.t.tl.1ink K.nox at1 el~gant "vriter1? 

or are the Ra1nblc.rs 1n9re pri1;e~ • . , 

by ynu.:', 
I 

I . ' 

• t ' They- ha,-re both i-1tfinite · n1e• 

., :ri.t-I hardly kno\v which to give · 

the prefcrcnc_e {(}-but I think'the . 
former most s.i1nple; Johnson's 

language abounds "'ith to.o many 

abstruse ,Yord , it is not -SO 11::ir­

monious to the ear as Knox's.- · -

ha ·e you bega.o. Ra selas yet?" 
I 

" -The Prince .of Abyssina, y.ou 
~ 

'It> 1nca.n,r 

G .2 " 'The 

• I 
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76 ON H.lPPINESS. 

. "The same;'' returned Emma, 

" that pleases· i:ne' beyond a1_1y of l 

h}s ,vorks-you .must read it to­

n1orrow." 

,. 

" I have read as far as the 
\ 

wants of him ,vho wants no--

tliing, and • would you believe 

me, Em1na, I laid down the 

·book, · the subject ca1ne too n_ear 

• to my own case, but thank you, 
, 

and .my o\v11 perseverance, I a1n 

novv . soared above the misery .of 

disc·onterit-:-I only wisl~ I _could 
I 

ren1ove Rasselas's-what has he 

. . . to 

to 

ral 

exp 

lh 

bini 

• "if 

~c, 

lo , 

~r~ 

s1gl1t 

~inc~ 
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to ,vish f 01:, beyond the ,. happy 
... 

l·allcy .?'·' 1 

I:. -

-
.~, Ti1e ansvver of tbe sage hest 

' 
,e-·plains this__,"" Sir/' said he, ~ 

,vhen Ra sclas had confessed to • 

hin1 he I ne,v not ,vhat he ,vrintcd, 

e . ·"' "if ot had een the in.i • ries of 
• I -

e the ,vorld, you ,voul l kno,v ho,v 

• .to value you·r :pre cnt ~tate."-. -
• I 

·" N o,v," sa.id -the Prince, " ou 

have gi\·cn .me something to de­

sirc-1 sl_1all long to sec t~1e mi- • 

ries .c>,f the ,vorld; ince the 

ight of: them is p .ccs ary to ha1;- ; 

,pin .. 
I ,, 

G 8 . . "Explain 
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" Explain to. n:e the true mean• 

ing -~of this; En1ma." 

' 
" The truth is si1nply this ;" 

. 
said Emn1a.., '' Rasselas, being a. 

Prince, had no occasion to be in ... 

dustrious, his wants were S\!pp1ied 

by others, which kept -_t_hen1 · in 

• ~ actiori-and at peace, \vhile he ~C• 

' , 1nained , ~n idle and · unhappy • 

spectator.'~ • • 
' . 

" I understand, the human 

. n1ind requires continual action ; · 
t 

. he had stayed in the. happy valley 
' 

'till nothing 1rvas.ntw: to him, and, 

without 

,. 

Witl 

llll!J 

' 
gina 

" 

)'ou 

E01111 

Loui 
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,-.·ithout
1 

variety or i~dustry, the 

111ind unoccupied, creates itrla .. 

ginary \Van ts." - ,, . _ .... 

" Exactly_ so, Louisa; in the 

san1e situation ,vere you, befo're 
. , 

you . turned your attention .to 

-son1e fixed purpose; keep that in • 

vie,-v, and idleness , will have no 

po,ve~ over you .. 

" I ·seek not for flattery," said 

Louisa, " but I do you find my 
society more 'tolerable than you_ 

did; n1y presence docs not disgust 

you now, I hope; I Cqll enjoy a 

walk 



f3'9 . ~ON HA-PPIN~SS.. 

.- walk _ ,~ithout yawning, o-r eom,. 

_ plain!Il g of bein _ _g \Veary." • 

·"' I ne,ver flatter, Louisa,, be .. 

(CatJsc I batcfiattcryn1yself,; an1ong 

'friends it is ridiculous; . the high~ 
. . \ 

-est encon1iu~n I shall allo\v 111y..-
- . 
• self to giv.c .~rou .i~, I feel a great 

,. 

- jnc1ination to lc.n_gth.c,n our :\Valk,. H 

·H I am p_erfectiy sati ficd,,.. 

. · :-said Louisa, "' and shall proceed • 

-,vith pleasure; can w·c get to yon­

.der 1nill ·witho.ut n1uch difficulty., 

.it appears to he a- s\veet ron1an-

tic 

... 

.. 

lie 
1 sh 

' 
JUS 

!ur 

tno 

~Uc 

~Ce 

lo b 

' I! 

~ec 

our 

lu, 

go['' 
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' I 

tic spot, and O110~ l think: \Ve 
. ' . 

' . shall enjoy." 

I . 
1 

.. . 
I ... 

• ,J 

" The path that _leads t~. it is ,. 

just by," said E1p1_na, " · we will 

turi1, presently, into it; behind 
I 

. . 

those huge elms; which .'1nake • 

s~~h a grand • appearance to the 

seen~, lives a farl1ily ' I wish you 

to b E; as,quainted ,vith ; I thin!{ . 

it will afford you matter for_ re~ 

flection, and I kno,v it "ill, like 

• o·ur Prin'"ce, teach vou lt~W to va-., 
I ' 

lue your present state- ,vill you 

go~.,, 

H "\\ ith 
.. 
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~2 -ON H;\,l"J' IN£'SS. · ~ 

-' ""\Vith ·all mr heart;" returned 

,L~Juisa, • " wha_t kind of people 
, ~ .. I. . • ' 

:~hall 1,ve fiud there, then, who 

can .teach that useful lesson-I am 4 . 

in1 pa~ient -t<? :see them; ~ut if i 
;m to beh6ld • tl e "' inise.ries of 

. i he world,,_, lead me ~n'other ,vay .'" 

, '." Why should you ,vi~h that, 

,vhc11 the ~ght o( 1nisery is pro .. 

Juctive of such good effects?" . ' 

J 

' ' Beca1Hs~ to see .our .fello,,-
, . 

,creatures ,vret:ched, ,when ·we can-

:not ren1ove it entirely, inspires us 

ivjth ,rnel~ncholy,, you know, my 

·• dcir 

oea 

ma 

toe 

// 

Woe, 

,, 

iofter 

oette 

hra/tl 

Q~~ 

Jlensa1 

doi0(} 
b 
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dear Emma~ and it is not an easy 
1.i1attcr, at all tin1es, to dri,~e 
the 1)ensive n1aid from our ideas.": 

' ' 
,,. 

"You n1istake the matter" . ' , 
. - ' 

said Eri'.1ma, " for this very rea­

son yon ought to visit scenes of 
\YOe.'' 

"' The-sight of human misery 
softens the hear4 • and makes it 
better; it · checks the pride of 
hf'alth and prosperity, and the -
di tre s it occasions i a1nply com-

pensated, by the consciousness· of _ -
doing your duty, and by the se-

cret 



,. 
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ON HAPPINESS. , 

' 

, 

cret endearment 1\vhich .q:ature has . 

ahnP,xed to all our sy1npathetic 

sorro\\ s." 
, 

, 

"This sr>eaks • con1fort to my 

heart ; " said Louisa, " I ·will go, 
I 

I ~ill listen to their complaints, 

and 111y purse shall be free to al• 

leviate their distresses." 

'' Happily," said Emma," these 

_people are rich, . in every sense of 

. the \-Vord; they are blcst ,vith true 

contentn1ent, and_ are called, by 

• the vi~agcr , " 11te happ!J, Cot• 

tagers~ ,. 

"'And 

tha 

sne 

lion 

aro 

fiou 

garo 

ana, 

n~ 

' 1, 
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ON HAPPI?fESS, 8.? 
~ ' 

" Ai1d ,yell , do they deserve 

tha~ appellat~op,'' sai<l Louisa, as _ 
' 

she advanced towards the habita-

tion, " for p~.a~e $Cen1s ~o 's1nile 

arqund tbeir · cottage door ; the 

flourishing • rose. tree, . the neat 

garden, loaded ,vith . vegetables, 

and, ;<tbove all, thJt charming 

healthfµl ' looking child! . ho\v 

peacefully he sits, he.seen1s to be 
. . 

entrusted ,vith the care of. some-

thing-\-vhat can be his cn1ploy-, 

ment ?" 
, J 

• " 
" ~-:rvv e ,vill a k," aid Emma, 

but first l~t us enquire after the 

H rrood b 

I 
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good wo111an within--is. yonr 
Mot,hei: at home·, L1ttle boy?', 

I • 

" : Yes, ~I~'am; ~she is nursing 
' 

Billy ; sinGe you ,vcre here he has 
been vei·y ill-walk in,. ladie , 

r lvf other. will be glad dnougli -to s~ 
' -yoy, I 'am sure." :. ! 

.... j ..... 

"And 

here for, 

what ·are you 

• little man?" 
• Louisa. • . 

"' 

. -

sittjng 

asked 

. . 

" • ~fothet says these bees \vill 

swar~," replied the boy, " and, 
•. if 

if 

ru 

c, 
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ON H APi'lNES S-. ~7 

.. if they fly ;nvay, .. we shall . be 
ruined." 

·" Innocent, happy ~ p~ople ft~ 
ihought Louisa, " and these ·iri­
dustrious insects are your '"'-I~-01e 
ric_hes-your ,vhole dependance ! 
"·bile ,ve, ignorant, or not se k- • 

, . \ . . . 1r.g our wants, are no.ting lP su .. 
p rfluities every da ,. " .. 

" Come," sai<l En1ma, " ,vha 
.arc you doing? I .1nust have you 
ad1nire the neatness and regularity 
.of this house and this faniil) ; 
J~re are books of c1i-cry kind ; 

, ' 
H 2 
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elegant .f urnitu!·e, . becm.ise it is 

.si1nple; happy people, 'becaus~: • 
I ' 

- they l?ve virtue a11d industry; 

'rich~ inasniuch I as they possess a 
• I 

sufficiency to supply t~e ·wants of 

nature.~' 
. . . 

" I am astonished," said Lou­

isa, '' to, find ~ a fa1nily, scc1n .. 

ingly poor, yet , ~1tjoying peace 

and 'plenty." 
.. 

t - .... --
" ,vithout economy, and a 

strict regard to regularity in do-­

mestic concerns," said , Emn1a, 

1' these peoplt ·w<Juld be the same 

J_ as 
I, ' . . 

ban 

~nd 

1iim 

ialllil 

~lp 

Prep 
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-a~· other poor fatpil!es. 1'he hus--
., -. 

h?nd of this ,vorthy _,vo1nf111, is -
' 

-confined to ha:rd ·1ab°'tH. fron1 the • · , _. ( ! 
~fir t" ·peep of :da\\:n till sun sets; , . ; J l : 
thus his body ·is kept in ·healtlJ,, 

.and his mind • free fro.in ' dis~on.­

ltent; hc ·returns., at evening,_ v~_r ith 

• tlie delightful surety · of meeting 

1>miles from his ,vifc and e1n .. 

e • !>races from his pratlin_g infant ·_:_ 

t11is s\vcctei;is his home, his 1ncal, 

;and his repo c ; no· pleasure i~ to 

a ' J1i1n equal to ·that of _seeing his 

Jamil)', and kno,ving they are 

Jiappy; the smiling ,vife eagerly 

prepare • his supper, a simple re.... , • • 

'• \. H 3 • past ; 
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/ 

pJ.st; but no enjoy1nent, no lux-
' , I 

ury, is equal to the comfort of 

supplying . our own .,van ts; -this 

, . man is ob1:getl to 1w one, but God, 

for his support, ,vhoi~ he reme1n­

bers to repay, ,vith thanksgivings, 

ni_gl_1t an11n9rning. The children 

are tau,ght by _theii· -1VIother, who 

.; has knoo/n better circu1nstances, 

' chr!stian duty, a love of their , 

neighbours, and a-rove of Yirtue.'' 
I 

Louisa again expressed her- sur .. 

prize, at finding so .much good­

ness and hannony in lov.r life, an<l 

took their leave of these -happy 

people, 

0 

on 

,, 
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, 

people, ,:vishing the111 all the pros~ 

pcrity they so truly deser,·ed.­

y On their return ho1nf'·, conver. ing 

v on the delightful ,valk they had 
• I 

taken, and other a1nu ing topicks, 

En1ma di coYered her brother, at 

son1e distance~ ,vaiting for then1 ; 

they quickened their pace, and 

soon came up to hi1n ~ " And 

. ,vhat think ' you of the happy Cot­

tager-::," said , Charles t_o Louisa.-

u I think them so virh1ous," re- -

plied Loui a, '' that they ought 

to be rcv..-ardcd ,vith 1nore of For­

tune·~ gift , anrl o happy, that I 

ahnost envy their ituation.'' 
' I 

" Peace, 

,, 
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92 ON RAPPI:rnss. 

" Pea~e, oh ·virtue, {>eace is . 

all thy O\Vh ; '' rcturne1 Charles, 

-'~ .~rust me! Louisa., you will ne-

. ver arrive at that happy state, un-

less you resign son1e of your fan­

tastic airs, and, take upon you, 

in excha11gc, son1e of those amia­

ble qualit~es, which afford those 

- good people that . f~licity, you 
, 

seen1 so n1uch to ad1nire." 

" Dear Charles,': . interrupted 

E1nma, " you s~en1 to make no. 

. sc ruple in ~peaking your mind, 

but our friend is far above noticing -
your ::c\·c1jty; for kno\,, y.oung 

man, 

ma 

Oth 

ter's 

,, a 
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n1an, she no,;v adores a rural life, 
• • I an<l rational amuse~cnts, ~s .n1uch 

as she appeared to detest theln 'the 
other day."_; 

, 
" Is 'this truo,,, asked C,harles, 

with surprize? turning to Louisa . 
• f. . . .. 

" ·You n1ay rely on your si_ -
ter's v~racity, Sir;" she ans,vered, 
." and he bears all the n1erit of 

' I ' 

this happy change, for to her 
•kindne I an1 indebted for it; she 
, taught me to delight jn reading~ • 

.. . to ad111ire nature; and, in ·hort~ , 

that u~ful le son, to .know nzys.elj: 

I can 
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' ' • 4 • J can' now hear you r~ad ~1thotit 

yawning; can list~n to your sis-
... - . .. . . 
ter's barp, wiq1ou·t .going to sleep; 

' • ... 
• c~n spend a ,vhole ~day, even a · 

·_,., ' ,veek, , ,v.ithout con1plaining of 
' -

• ti!ne's slo,v progress; indeed, I 

kno,vV ·_ not of a thing '\tvhich I 

could ·~vish altered; that is to say, r 

I can spend my time to advantage, 
-

. and E1n1na has been the n1eans of· ;, 
' 

, my g~ining this invaluable ·trea: , 
sure." 

. 
" Give ~e your _- hand," said 

Charles, -" and, nrxt favour me 

,vith y 9ur friend hip; a 

oug~ 

d~eo 

not . 

leng1 

u, ~· 
anu c 

lll.Uit 
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,, 

'"'"ho has • made: this conq.ues-f of . . . 

• herself, is capable uf farther C?{cel- . • 
' - ' 

lencics. I allow· your task to be a 

dimcult orie; al~ ·in1prop~r educa­

tion ,vas the e-ril you laboured 

under; having nothing stable ·with. 
in, no n1ent~l food, ho,1/ w~s it 

possible you should.onjoy life as it 

ought to be enjoyed ? You have 
, ~ 

discovered the fault, ,vh_i.ch was 

not your o,vn ; an£ have~ • at 

length, dol).e your best to remedy; 

it, \\ bile your o,vn conscience, 
and every· body , ho knows you, 

t11..ust applaud you for it." 
' . 

' 

- Louisa 
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-: ::. L0.uisa listened·. attentively ·ro 
• J 

this speech,. but said· .nothing; ·a 
, 

~ slight curtsey ,vas sufficient to .ex­

press the, $atistaction she felt fron1· 

these flatteriug praises; she val ucd 
I 

-thc·111 the 1no;·~,. ·as they came from 

a scnsib}~,a_nd virtuous.young man, 

lvho • never laYi hed praises but 

whe~ they vfere .truly njcdtcd. 

; .,vhcn the t\vo friends ,vere 
'· 

alone, Lotii a confes ed to Emma, 

how 111uch she ,vas pleased ,vith 
' 

her brother's behaviour; " he h~s 

treated me as I deserved/' said she., 

" if all incn'? actions \Vere thus, 
r 

I ,vo1nen 

er 

ra 

m 

no 

nor 

tne 
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women would be. more valuable 
~ creatures~ and certainly the gene- · • 

I 

- rality of fcn1ales would also be 
n1orc happy;' for if men admi~·cd ~ 

. nothing but ,vhat \Vas truly l)raise- • 
\Vorthy in our sex, ,ve should see -
1nany ,vho· no,v study only to 

• d ck out their external to ad van-· 
• • l 

iagc, apply \-Vitb assiduity to ac~ 
quire a knowledge of a fi~r supe­
rior nature, they ,vould cultivate 
th ir uiinds. 

, 

. ' 
] o.v 

. . 
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• QNE· of · tl~e a~6ients, sce·ing a. 

- . young rrian ·giving · away all his 

substance · to pr~tended di.., tres~, 

admonished him in the follo,ving , . 

·manner : - ' • 

" It is possible," said he, '' that 

the person you relieve 1nay be 

an honest man; and I k no\V that 

3/0U, v"·ho relieve hin1, are honest ; 

.. you 

y 

y 

ta 

0 

ii' 

do 

se 
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you see then by your ·generosity., 

• • you only rob a 1nan who is. cer-
• -

_ tainly deserving, to ~est~w it on 

one who may possibly qe .a r0gqe; 
' 

and, while you are unjust, in re-

,, ardjng· uncertain merit, you a.re 

doubly _guiky · by strippi.ng ... yotir~ :• 

self." , -

True generosity is a duty· as 

• indi pensably necessary, as those 
• 

in1po~cd upon us by 1a\1/ ;. it -is a 

rule imposed upon us by reason, 

·which should be the sovereio·n 
0 

la,v of.a rational being. 

- . 
·1 2 , . But 
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• • But this gener.osity does not 

-consist in ooeying every impulse ,. 

of hi1m:1nity, iri f?l~owing blind 

pas~ion for. ~ur ·guic)e, .. and impair­

·ing' our circu1nstances by p~·esent 

benefactions, so as, to .(ender us in• 
capable of future ·one's, ' •-

\~ 
\ . • • . ., 

•, I 

.. 
' 

\ , 
O N 

I • 

" 

,, 

saio I 
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" Co1tIE, my loves," said i,rrs. 
I-Iamilton, to her two daughters, 
H arriet and Caroline, '' ,v c ·wil'l . 
novv "' alk together, it is a pleasure 
I have long pron1ised n1yself; but .. 
my ill heath has l~tcly prevented 

. . . '' my J01n1ng you. 

' 
" Oh dear, hovv glad I am;" 

said little Caroline, and she ran to , 
, 

. . I 3 hc1,· 

- ' 
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• I 

her n1a1nn1a and received an affec--· • 

tionatc embrace. 
• 1 

" And I," said I-Iarriet, " am 

pleased doubly; that mamn1,a is 
' . 

better is. the first satisfaction; and 
, 

the next is, I kno,v she ,vill then • 

proceed to tGach us the beau!ics of 

, nature~ or shall you, n1an11na, find . 
it troubl~so1ne to ans,ver our en--

q_uiries before you ~re qu·ite ,vcll :~' 

f 

.Jfrs. 1-Ianzilton.--Certainly not; 
, 

• •• • vou know I a1n never so tho­

roughly happy as ,vhcrr I can in 

any way be useful to 1n y children ; • 

and 

to 

ta 

for 

if 
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' and to a~1sw~r :ou~ enquiries, wil~ ::·. : j '. 
ra.ther g1 ve anunation to our ,valk • .t 1 

- I , (.I' 

tJ:ian fatigue n)e as you good-- ' . l t 
naturedly irnagined .~-lvhich road 

' ' . 
do you prefer~ they are :alLe.q.ually • 

beautiful, . a11d e~ua1ly_• indifterent 

to me; therefore you, my loves, 

t~kc the lead. , 

C'ezroline.-----Thank you,man1ma, 

ftn- this indulgence; we will tbe.nf 

if you please, I-Iar,r.iet, go to the · 
I 

,vood, ,v.here you and I tl1e o~her 
, 

day saw those pretty fl.owers.-I 

dare .say 1 mam1na .can tell us. 

their narnes. 

Mrs. 
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, ' 
' 

•, • .JJ;frs. I--Iamilton.-Be not too 
' 

certain of that, . Caroline; there 

(,ire thousa_i1ds of plan!s I an1 to­

tally·unacq-uainted with; but, with 

the assistance of the Herbal, ,ve 

111ay pro~ably discover its nanH~ as 
I . 

\veII as its n1edi~inal qualities. _. 

f> ~ • I-Iarriet.---Dear 1nam1na, r 
thottghtyou ~ad kno,vn·almost all 

in,diginous plants,_ as they are- call-. 

ed; I hope y u have not forgot­

ten your prot?ise of teaching n1e. 
~ -

what you kno~t, for .Bota1;-y is the 

p'rettiest of all studies to please 
, 

me. 
J f rs. 

, 

tai 

ioij 

to 
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• Alrs .. Ilruni{ton.-It is n1ost cer, 
. 

tainJy an amusing • stuqy, bu't I 

think there ~re others you ought 

to pref er to this; for you· would 

n1ake but a..n a,\'kward figure, to 

enter the ,vor~<l thus aecomplish~ 

ecl.-You vrill 'recollect~ Harriet, 

the!e are more useful pt~rsuits for 
. ' 

pecons of your .age.. •' 

Harriet.-Truc, mam111a; and 

I ought to prefer utility to plea­

sure; but ,vhen I spoke, I meant 

to -say, after having learned what 

.. 
' 

vas rnorc u~f ul, as I-Iistory, Geo- , .' 

_graphy,, 
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graphy, &c. &~. I ,vould next -

/ chuse Botany. 

.. 
M,rs. . J-lamilton._.:_Now yoq 

,·peak re.asoi;iaply, :my dear; re­

n1en1ber never to say or do any 
) . . 

thing, ~without first thinking w·hat 
, . 

js proper to be said or done: ho\V 

111any young people 1nake them­

seives and their teachers appear 

ridiculous ·without it." 

C~roline's impatience to arrive 

at the appoi~ted pla.ce, ,vould not 
' 

allo,v her to listen to the abo, e 

.coriversation.-S]~e ,v.alked hastily _ 

on, 

0 

. 
SI 

.. 

oe 
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on, and, before her n1am1na and 
sister reached the spot, she had col-­
lcctcd a handful of flowers, and 
ran back again to 1nect them, pre-­
scnting thein_ to her n1an1ma. 

~Irs. Hamilton, delighted with . 
·her little girl's industry, said, " in-, 

deed, my ~ear, you have provided 
areal feast for me; I have scarcely, _ 

' 
even in our garden, seen such a - , 

sweet variety, as unculti ated na--
ture has produced for us; how 
charn1ing to the eye, are these 
different tint , and ho,v delicious 

. 
tht s1nell . of the weet briar and 

violet; 



./ 
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violet;.. the' cowJip to.o, .,vho can 

look on \Vithout adn1iration. 

Carolinc.-Thesc are my little 

· beaut~es, 111an1n1a; but I an1 so 
I 

sorry to find they have no 1n~ll; 

·wh~t a pity it i , is it not? 
' . 

l,,frs. .Fl mni[ton.-Inclccd, Ca­

roline, I lament ,,,ith you, for it 

certainly is n1ost delightful to 

c;harm t\vo senses at once; this 

' modest violet, for instance, n1a.ke - , 

us in love ,vith its beauty; but 

"·hen ,ve sn1ell it, and fin<l fro1n its 
, , 

historv ho,v useful it is in s01nc 
., 

case .. , 
\ I 
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cas~s, we adrnire it still .more;· thus 
it may be with yourselves·; if yoi1 

" I possess external beauty, ycn1· are· 
looked on .and ad111ired, your 
company is sought ; if you have· 
no amiable or u ef ul qualificati<;>ns, 
you. are passed by, by people of 
worth and goodness, neglected 
by your friend ., and s001,1 forgot­
ten by every one :-so ,you see, 
my children, ho,v necessary cut-. 
turc is to the under ·tanding. 

Harriet.-:.It i indeed,. n1y dear 
mamma; and how grateful ,ve 
ought to be to God, for giving us 

K a parent 



. 
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flow 

, a par~nt like you to teach us every · 

thing vre ought to knovv, I can , Ane 

hardly be thankful enough for this 

blessing. 

.Jfrs. Haniilton.-I shall be 

amply rewarded for all 1ny trouble, 

in seeing my children delight in 
. ' 

the charmi~g studies of nature; it 

is the purest 1nethod of implanting 

-in the heart a foundation for the 

m.ost rational enjoyments .. 

Harriet.-Pray, ma1n1na, ·what 

is the name of Caroline's favourite 

flovler, 

I JI 
tha1 

Woo 

~OWet 
. 
l1lg a 

gen0s, 
I 

cna!K 

sn~~Q 



ON BOT A NY. 
1 11 

flower, it lobks so1nething like an 
Anemone*. 

' Mrs: I-Iamilton.~They are of 
that species, and are called the 
Wood Anemone t. "Th,e Pasque t 
flo,ver1 so called from its flower-­
ing about Easter, is also of th is 
genus; it adorns son1e of our dry 
chalky hills ·with its beautiful bell 
shap~d flowers, each plant bears 

* This order boasts two numerous genera, much 
esteemed among the florists.-The Anemone and Ra .. 
11unculis-U1ere arc .five species in the former. · 

.t An~mone -cmorosa, j 

:t Pulsatilla, Hepatica, Hortensis, and Coronaria, ' 
' • 

K 2 but 
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; 

but otre nodding flower, and after 

that is past, the top of the plant is 
~ 

hoary ,vith the tails, ·which adhere 

to the seeds) 

Harriet.-Oh. yes, marrnna; I 

·recoliect the flo\ver, and will' to-­

.mo1-r0·w climb the hill on purpose 
I 

to get some. 

llfrs. HanLilton.--These alt be .. 

long to the class Polyandria, 

which you ,vitl kno,v at first sight, 

.l!rs 

orinzs 
b 

roem I 

oursu 

W1l!~ 

collec~ 

'' Enc/ 

after you ha e been more accus-• }[Qrti 

tomed to analyze the more simple I 

tribes of flovvers. 

t ieone 

Harriet. 
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Harriet.-I wish that tin1e was 
con1e then, because I shoufd meet , 
,vith an old friend in every flo:wcr ,, 
I ·.saw in the heage ro,vs. . 

l,,frs. II anzilton.-This idea 
brings to n1y recollection a little 
poen1, " 'hie~ i quite apropos to . 
our subject, and I an1 sure you _ 
w=ill be delighted ,vith the ,vhole 
collection; it is entitled,. tlie 
" Enchanted Plants." 

- ' ' 

Harriet.-' Oh do pray r peat 
the one you peak of, n1a111ma. 

K 3 
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A-frs. 1-Ianzilton.-As it is not 
, 

long, t ·will.-It ,,vas ·wi:itten by a · 
-la<l y, and insctibed to her <laugh--
' ters.-This is the introduction to 

, 

the work. 

OFT, to beguile _the sultry hours, 

In thought I've animated flow'rs, 

Enlivening thus my walk; , 

, And though no botanist profess'd, 

,. 

Their reasoning pow'rs have shrc"vdly gucss'd, 

And' long'd to hear them talk. . , 

It cha~'d Qne lovely day in June, 

Just at the m:idding time of noon, 

I spoke this wish aloud; 

\Vhen from a pansy, with surprize, 
• , I 

1 saw :i gradt'lal mist arise, 

And form a silv'ry cloud. 

'. 
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Forth from the glitt'r.ing vale~hoJ4.,_ 1: 

In insect trappings, green and gol~. , , '·:•• · 
A fairy ~gure sprung; 

Her wand a Cowslip's stamen se.em1d, · 
And on her head like diamonds beam'd, 

-A casque with dew-drops hung. 

Her silken pinions as she Bew, 
Seem'd by their ~ize and purple hue, 

Spoils of the tlow'r she left, 
I • She soared :iloft and touch'd mine ear, ... , 

llo 

While I, half pleas'd, half dead with fear, ;,, 
tlemain'd of sp·eech bereft, 

Then ~rst a .nnall melodious tone 
Before to mortal wight unkno~n., 

.Strtrck my enraptur'd sense; 

- • f 

" Flora," it murm~'d1 "grants thy pray'r, 
Long have her· treasures been thy care, 

Receive thy recoll')pence.'' 

This said, she vanish'd from my ,ight; · 
And $lnce. with ever new delight, 

, 
l, tena 

I 
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No solitude exists for1ne, 

Since ev'ry flow'_r:and shrub, and tree, 

, society atto'rds." • 

.. .. 

. -II t11Tiet.~ Thanl~ you, main­
. n1a, it i-s indeed a s,veet poem; and 

~ a1n n1ore .in1patient tbari· C\cr, to 
I • .&,. .,. ' ( 

be acquainted -with. such loved so-
_',ciety-· let us proceed · \Yith fresh . . . 
vigour. • 

t 

' Jl,fr1. Ilmriillon.-1-Iave you 
been:attentive to the rules· ·which 
I gave you to get by heart the 
other· day? , 

' 
J[orrict. 

R 

In1 

iowe 

Tw 
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/ 

Ha,;riet.-J. think I recollect · 

the~ nearly all, n1c1n1ma .. ::~ 1 

Into how _n1any . classes are 

:flo,vers divided ? 

, 

Twenty-five; and. t~ey 
. 

are 

again divided 'into the same nuni• 

per of orders. 
I 

,, hat is a Corolla? 

The bloo1n of the flower, 

mamma. 

, • And ,vhat are Petal.s? 

-
1

• '\Vhen , 
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1Vhen a plant withers, it falls 
into distinc~ .. pieces; _'Vhich are · 
cal!ed Petals. " 

I 

You ,vill reme1nber, my dear, 
that the Corollas, of all plants, are 
not separated ; for instance, tl1e 

,, Bell-flo:ver * ~ and Bind-\veeds t '. 
·whi.Gb are called, for this reason, 
lvionppetalous Corollas~ those 
" 'hich arc qep~rated, Polypcta~ 
lous . . 

I pe_rfectly understand this ·dis-

. 

, 'tiq __ ction, mamn1a; a Pri1nrose, or· 

* Campanula ~otundifqlia, 

t Convolv~lous Sepium. 

, . , Co,vslip, 

Cov.'ili 

cription 

True 

detenn· 

Frotn 

llie orde 

~ 'till 
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Cowslip, are of the ' latter des 
cription. 

• 1:rue, my dear; ho,v. do you 
determine the class of a flower: 

.. 

From the number of stainens, 
the orders are known by the pis- ,. • . •. 
tils, 'till after a certain nun1ber. 

• ; ~ 
I • . 

Knowing · these pa,rticulars, l • 
' shall describe to you a pla11t which 

you are perfectly acquainted ,vith; 
1· shall make use of botanical . 
terms, to discover if you have 
been attentive, and under tancl , 

,, hat 
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what you have read.-It has a 
-

,n1onopetalous • quinqucfid perma ... 

nent calyx; a n1onopetalous qvin­
·quefid corolla, and a capsule for a 
seed vessel, superiour or enclosed • -withi~ the calyx, five sta1nens, ·, 

~i;id one pistil, 

The flo,vcr then belongs to the­
first oi·der-of the fifth class, and I . . 
thi11:lc you n1ean a p.nmrose, 

I 

, ery right, n1y' dear; if you 
take pains to rc1nember the terms, 

' Botany is very easily learned, 

·without 

nior 

I 

t1am 

Wi!n 

I ma 

)'ou 

bctter 

ilie r 
fuat y 

lllale/ 

\ Ap~ 

~)r 

~l'ls~ 
~;.,, 

I l 
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without interfering ,vith your _ 

- more usefnl lessonsr 

I shall certainly do so thei1, 

r.namn1a; and every plant I meet _ 

,vith I ·will examine min~1tely, that 

I n1ay not be dccciv<rd; and do 

you riot think, 1na1n1na, I had· 

better f!lake 1ny ob ervations in 

the .little botanical pocket-book*,· 

·that you may see ·what progress I 

make? 

':Is A pleasing and useful little work, which } ,\·oula ~ 

earnestly recommend as a companion to my yomrg 

readers in theit rambles.-lt was written b1 nt. 
Maver. 

I think . 

-. 

11 
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I think it. an e~cellent plan; 

my' dear.; it ,vas written for young 

students, and affords them an op-
. . 

portunity of judging of plants by 
' 

thcmse!ves ; continue to spend 

your leisur~ hours in this agreca-

, blc n1anner, for I a1n con ·rinced,. 

!hat at all ti1nes of life, tl;e study 

~f nature diminishes the taste for 

tritlirig pursu-its, prevents the tu-

_n1ult of pas ion., and. provides the 

n, ind ·w1th a salutary food, by fill .. 
, 

i l'1g it ,vith an object 111 0 t ,vorthy 

of its contc1nplation. - Do you 
' \ . 

kno\v the n·une, or \vhat 1s more 

useful, the vi rtuq of yonqcr beau­

tiful 

tifo 
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tiful little plant, ,vith a scarlet 

tlo,Yer? go, Caroline; and hrino-b 

n1c a branch. 

• " Oh, it is pi1nparella ;" said 

Caroline . . 

" I Io,v ca1ne you so leai-11ed~" 

·aid ~Irs. I-Ian1ilton, laughing; HI 

~ uppo • ou· have been botanizing 

" ·ith Ilannab, ,v 10 is extrcn1.el y 

pl as d to shew her kno\\ ledge in 

plant ·~ but you n1u t not trust to 

her for th _ir proper 1 a1ne ; r -

n cn1h{;r it i phnperpd .. 
I I , 

L II arrict. 
I 

I 

. 
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Ilarriet.-The na1ne is as sirti"'· 

ple as the plant is beautiful; ittJ 

virtues, n1a1nn1a,. I am ignorant of; .. 

,vill you tell inc them, that I .1nay 

ueco1ne as useful to my neigh­

bours as 11:rs. I-Ion1el y? 
, 

• . 

llfrs. llarnilton.-The juice be .. ~ 

1:nixed v1ith cow's milk, is useful in 

co!1sun1ptions~ and disorders of the 

lungs; it is often put ~n cordial 

,vaters,. and giYcn as an_ antidote 

agai~1st poison, and is good against 

delirious fevers. It has.been re~ 

co111me)1ded by s01ne ·writers of 
1 

. 

note, 

m 

o/ 

111 
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note, as of singular ad vantage in .. 
1naniacal cases, and -in n1ost kinds 

. . 
of fevers; some U?e it to reser,re 

. . . 

their co1nplexi<'.>ns. • • • • . . • 

1-Iarriet.-That this small plant 
n1ay be turned to so many ·useful 

purposes, 1nakes n1~ more in love . 
' than ever '1/ith the ·whole of the 

beautiful tribe, as I dare say, every 
one has its worth equal to this; I 

\yill study ~heir good qualities cis 

,,·ell flS their names, 

11Irs . . I-Ianzilton. - Pimperpel 
has an empalen1ent cut into five 

L 2 sharp 
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.J' ·, • 

sharp seg1nents, the corolla of one 

leaf spread open, and cut into five 

parts, to ,vhat class and order · docs 
I • 

it belong? 

Harriet .-The same as co,~·s­

li ps, • 1nan11na, the first order and 

fifth class, because· it has also five 

~tamens qnd on~ pistil. 

l,;Jrs. Hamilton.-·-Youare right, 

n'ly dear; bu \Ve pay such clos¢ 

attention to our p nts, -that '\\·e 
. . 

have not had time or leisure to ad-

• n1ire the glowing prospects around 

u s; who can vie\V the \-Yorks of 

" ••• the ., 
.: , , 

dr 

SOo 
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the creation, \Vithout feeling-grate­
ful to I-Ii1n ,v ho 1nade them all. 

" Look at the winding vale, so , .. 
luxuriantly spread with nature's 

' richest gifts; the corn-fi.elds, witl~ 
the • lively green, ·encircled ,vith 
beautiful hedge-ro1vs, ,v11erespring 
up a s\veet variety, ' a ,vilderness 
of flo,, ers,' to charm ane,v. the r·a 
vi hed sight." . . . 

Ascend this eminence, my chil­
dren; but first listen to the sweetly 
soothing voice of the nightingale, 

, . ., joined 
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• joine_d to the tho 1sand- little n1usi .. 
I 

cians of the • woods, ,vho chant 

their o,vn history on every bush 
. . 

a,nd spray; • let \,lS sit _ on this stein 

and hear their tales, perhaps a song , 
- -

of woe to th·ose ,vho knew their 

. lang1.1_~ge, of.· son; e ,vi1d school ... 

boy, · who, in playful hour,' de-
~ ' 

prived .. them . of their young; or, 
, . 

·what· is ~h11ost as badJ dest1:oycd 
." .. i 

their :con1-fortable ha?itations Just 
I • • 

as they. had co1npleted the labori--

ons task; how • hard· and unfeel-­

ing the heart, that • can -con1n{it 

f3U.Ch a robbery, when it can cer,.. . 

. .. ' • 
tajnly 

/ I 

!] 

so 
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taii1ly be o( • no use to them ; let 
the performe1 of such a cruel . 

~ 

deed, learn .again the well knov,n 
duty of '' Doing unto others ,vhat . 
they,, ould others should do unto 
then1 ;" and, surely, they ,viU 
soon be convinced, hbw painful it 
\Vould be for the1n to be ton:i fro1n 

/ . 
the society of their parents,, and 
pine atvay for theic loss; st1ch, 
undoubtedly, n1ust be ·the fate of ·* 

the poor li ttle birds, vvhom thou ... 
sands ot ,vickeq. unfeeling boys 

-•• con~ign to dem:4, and tl!c sc.ver st 

.But 
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But these reflections fill ·one 
. -

. ,vith n1elancholy; let us there[ ore 

c1ispc~sc it, ~xploring the beauties 

of n'ature on our road home. 

, .. 

F 1 NI S. 

,, 

•-
.I 

\ . 

I' 

---- ------------. ::--
Prmted by H. Bryer, Bridewell-ll,npilal. 
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