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INTRODUCTION.

THE Editor of the following
fheets is not infenfible, that to a
fuperficial obferver this work may
appear unneceflary, as the great
number of books alrea dy publifh-
ed, for the ufe and amufement of
youth, feem to render any addi-
tion {uperfluous.

But every obje&ion of this
kind vanifthes, when we confider
the following Letters are written
with a very different view from

B 2 thofe




v INTRODUCTION.,

thofe numerous publications; the
apparent defign of thefe pages
being to call forth the early dawn
of reafon into a&ion: to wake
the youthful fenfes into thought
—to teach them to reafon from
what they fee—and to prevent
that ruft of erroneous education,
which makes them look with in-
difference on every common ob-
je&, 1‘10“-'evef worthy their atten-
tion; as though the liberal hand
of nature rendered her works lefs
curious or lefs wonderful by her
bounty. Were they, indeed, like
the " productions of art, there

might
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might be fome caufe for this
falfe eftimation of their value, as
the produce of fuch amazing
numbers would argue great eafe
in the execution. But to Him,

who with equal eafe can l'pcﬂl;

-~

into being a univerfe or a flower,
we cannot attribute any defeét.

It may not be amifs to obferve,
that the third, fourth, fifth, fixth,
Jeventh, and esghth Letters, may
be more generally ufeful in
fchools; while the whole toge-
ther may be ferviceable in the
politer {eminaries of female edu-
cation, where they may fave fome

trouble
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trouble to thofe who wifh to cul-
tivate the mind more generally
than their numbers will admit,
And it is hoped it will teach
others, lefs happy in that parti-
cular attention, the great art of
thinking and reafoning for them-

Telves.
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POLITE REASONER.

LETTER 1.

e

EVER anxious for the ima
provement and happinefs of my dear
girl, my fond heart will' dwell upon
the fubjeét of your education, whilft
bufy imagination paints in lively co-
lours the joyful day when I hope to
receive you again, not only accom-
plithed, but truly amiable and vir-
tuous; for no accomplilhment, how-
ever attraflive, can atone for the

B breach
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breach of any moral virtue; and in
my opinion, fincerity and goodnefs of
beart are the only fource from which
politenefs. muft flow to make it juftly
admired, and its poffeffor univerfally
elteemed. .

Think not, my dear Anna, that a
fond partiality impofes upon my
judgment, or that the pleafing image
I bave drawn, of uniting refined man-
ners with rational piety, is any way
inconfiftent; on the contrary, it would
be a vain thing to wifh you accom-
plithed only for the few years you
will be peri‘nittcd in this world, know-
ing you muflt foon be an inhabitant
of another to all eternity. No, my

Anna!




LETTER I, A

Anna! I cannot reft fatisfied with
your pleafing a few mortals, if at the
fame time you omit to pleafe and
ferve that Almighty Power who has
blefled you with life and immortality,
and of whole goodnefs I flatter my-
felf you have too juft a fenfe, to per-
mit any thing to make you forget to
feek his protettion.

This reliance upon a fuperior pow-
ery be affured, my dear girl, will not
only be your beflt guard from. evil,
but a fource of happinefs worthy a
rational mind, and far from leflening
your polite accomplithments: thofe
virtues religion teaches, will adorn and
recommend them

Think
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Think not that I mean by religion
that difagreeable gloom, too frequent-
ly, though falfelj}, depited as its na-
tural garb, which frightens fo many
young people from embracing it;—
on the contrary, I wifh you fo firmly
to rely on your Heavenly Proteétor,
that the inquietudes of this life may
appear trifling, and you may be able
to meet its various {cenes of anxiety
with fortitude and ferenity. '

« Aflured of future blifs, the good
man f{miles, amid the fall of empires
and the crufh of worlds.”

Permit me to add, no cheerfulnefs
is fo pleafing, nor fo much to be wifh-

ed for, as that which has its foundation
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in religion.—Freed, as the heart is,
from various inquietudes, it is at li-
berty to enjoy every innocent plea-
fure, while it avoids every guilty one,
as deftru&tive to its peace.

That my dear Anna may enjoy the
refined pleafures of a well cultivated
mind, and the regard and attention
ever due to polithed manners, is the
ardent wifh of

Your’s, affeflionately, &e¢.

LETTER
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YOU know, my dear Anna, T
how fanguine my wifhes are for your
irhprovcment, and I flatter myfelf
you will not render me miferable, by
difappointing thofe pleafing expeta-
tions,

Confider, too, I beg you, how

—

much it is in your power to make
your parents happy, in an amiable
and accomplifhed daughter, or a prey
to grief and difappointment, in find~
ing their brighteft hopes blafted, and
: themfelves
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themfelves unfortunate in an ignorant
and ill-bred child.

If you wifh your friends to be
happy, and yourfelf agreeable, a rea-
dy and immediate attention to every
thing that concerns you is ablolutely
neceflary. But you might as reafon-
ably expett flowers to grow without
roots, or fruits without trees, as hope
to obtain, without attention, that en-
gaging manner and true politenefs,
which mark the gentlewoman far be-
yond the gifts of fortune, and never
fail to give them their brighteft lyf-
tre.

The real difficulties which have
been furmounted by attention, are

ablolutely
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abfolutely aflonifhing; how other-

wife fhall we account for that fur-.

prifing’ degree of perfetion, which
thofe who are almoft fools frequently
arrive at, in any branch they choofe
to turn the bent of their minds to ac-
quire.

This, then, may ferve to prove, that
with the advante;ge of a good under-
ftanding, nothing can be wanting but
attention and application, to make
you a proficient in the various im-
provements required. Command,
then, thofe qualities fo much in your
power, and be not infenfible to the
opportunity you now have, of making
a rapid progrefls in both mental and

perfonal
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perfonal accomplifhments; for, anxi-
ous as I am that your mind may not
be neglefled, yet that alone is by no
means {ufficient to gratify my defires ;
and I confels I fhould be fhocked
more than you can imagine, if you
were either to contra&, or continue,
any vulgar habits. or expreffions;
and in this I fhould think want' of
attention very inexcufable, as I am
fenfible thofe under whofe care you
now are, will not omit to point them
out; and it will be your fault, if you
do not benefit by their obfervations.
—How many worthy people, by a
negleét of this fort, when young, have
fubjefted themfelves to ridicule, by
fome
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fore odd habit, fome little vulgarity,
in aflion, or expreflion, which they
are not fenfible of in themfelves,
though perhaps in another they may
think it difagreeable. :

Refleét, then, I entreat you, how
far the fubje@ of your education is
interefting to you; and as the figure
you will make in future depends upon
the prefent formation of your mind
and manners, it is time to choofe
what charafter you think moft en-
gaging, and the worthielt your pur-
fuit; for, with attention, you may
be what you pleafe; but, if carelefs
and inattentive, you will moft af-
furedly be an awkward figure, with

an
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an uncultivated mind: and, as I can
never regard that ftupid ignorance
which arifes from want of attention,
inftead of the tender affeflion I now
feel for you, I fhall be afhamed to
own {o near an alliance to rudenefs
and folly—weeds which al ways grow
in a negletted mind, _ :

Nor can this negle@ be deemed
your misfortune, but your fault ; and
a fault of fuch a nature, as muft ap-
pear criminal, when we think of its
having its foundation In ingratitude ;
a crime of {o black a dye, that no one
cares to.own it, However, it is an
ingratitude which is repaid by being
difliked, or laughed at, as I have al-

ready
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ready obferved; and to fee the full
force of this negligence, figure to
yourfelf a company of ill-bred mor-
tals, who have each fome oné or more
difagreeable habits, and for a moment
let your imagination depit them en-
gaged each in her favourite employ.
" Suppofe, then, one {cratching her
head; another picking her nofe;.a
third with her fingers in her ears;
whillt a fourth, pufhing forward her
¢hin, is looking as round fhoulderéd,
and as like a fool, as if pature had
not granted her one grain of fenfe.
With an empty {tare of abfence, ano-

ther of this lovely group, without ever

looking at you, tells you what a fine
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day it is, or that fhe is glad to fee you,
though perhaps fhe is at the famec
time obferving a lazy companion of
hers, who, with hef toes turned 1in, is
yawning in the corner, and beating
time to the company.

How, my dear Afina, do you like
thefe charming creatures? Are you
qualified to take a part in their polite
circle? Or can you contribute to
their ftock of awkwardnefs, by the
addition of any other rude, vulgar ha-
bit? If you can, you have as good a
chance to be laughed at, and a much
greater to render yourlelf difagree-
able to

Your's, affe&tionately, &c¢.
c LETTER




LETTER- I

o e e e

IN my lalt, my dear Anna, I men-
tioned f{everal difagreeable, though
common, habits; all which, I flatter
mylelf, it will be your ftudy to aveid,
and that you will pay attention: to
your inftruétors, as well as to what
I write for your benefit; and here I
may obferve, with the Marchionels
de Lambert, ¢ Thefe are not dry lec-
tures, that carry the air of a mother’s
authority ; they are the advice of a
friend,




LETTER 11l.

friend, and have this merit, that they
come from the heart.”

The mind refembles a garden, and
requires cultivation, without which it
1s overrun with weeds; haften, then,
my dear girl, to feek the bloffoms of
inftruétion, and they will reward you
with the fruits of wifdom and refine~
ment,

Let no opportunity elcape you, in
your rural walks, of obferving the
numberlefs beauties of the vegetable
kingdom ; mark the curious texture
and varied form of each different leaf;
the fine tints of each various flower.—
What rich colours! what fine fhades!
what a profufion of ornaments! From

what
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what fource could thefe ming‘ned
fweets arife? What dyes can equal
thofe rich and lively hues? Can ima-
gination paint fuch delicacy, {fuch
uniform elegance ? What are the finelt
filks, or the purple of the greatelt
princes, when compared with the in-
expreflibly fine texture of each flower?
How grofs in comparifon are all the
works of art, and how infinitely infe-
rior in colour? No induflry can
form, no art can equal, thefe beau-
ties of the creation! Yet with what
profufion they are lavifhed upon us,
to call our attention to the confidera-
tion of their beauties, and the con-
i_emplati{}n of that Almighty Power,

whofe
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whofe grand fiat brought them into
exiftence; continues them in fuch re-
gular fucceflion, and fuch luxuriance
of varied elegance. How wonderful!
how worthy our attention!

Through the fame delicate ftem,
flow the liquid juices, which give one
part of this flower a rich purple, an-
other part a bright yellow, whilft the
foliage from the roots are univerfally
clothed in green, of wonderfully va-
ried fiades. Who dire&ts thefe op-
pofite dyes' to' their appointed fta-
tions? - Who' conduéls through’ the
fame tube thofe different colours?
Who ' fixes their bounds with fuch
minute exattnefs; or gives-thofe tints

¢'8 defcriptive
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defcriptive of the fineft touches of a

pencil P

¢« -But who can paint
Like nature? Can imagination boaft,
Amid its gay ereation, hues like her's?
Or can it mix them with that matchlefs fkill,
And lofe them in each other, as appears

In every bud that blows?”

Can the eye of reafon fee, and not

trace the hand divine?

* Soft roll your incenfe, herbs, and fruit, and
flowers,

In mingled clouds to Him, whofe fan exalts,

Whofe breath perfumes you, and whofe pencil

paints.”

Oh! my Anna, lofe not fuch a
ficld of mental fatisfalion; be al-

{ured,
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fured, this exuberance of beauty and

varied fragrance, were not thus la-

vifhly beftowed upon the brute crea-

tion, but demand our notice, and

claim our thanks; in which we are

rewarded by pleafing contemplations,

and the higheft

tional creature,

That you may

joys, is the arde

gratification of a ra-
gratitude to Heaven.
talte thefe exalted

nt with of

Your's, affetlionately, &e.

LETTER
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FROM the fubje& of my lafi,
I flatter myfelf my dear Anna will en-
rich her mind with a new flock of
ideas; which I wifh you farther to ex-

tend, by turning your confideration

to that beautiful and pleafine part of
I gp

the creation, which furrounds you in
your walks, whilft their notes of me-

lody form a delightful concert.

“ Up fprings the lark,
Shrill voic'd, and loud, the meffenger of morn;
Ere yet the fhadows fly, he, mounted, fings
Amid
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Amid the dawning clouds, and from their
haunts

Calls up the tuneful nations. Every copfe

Deep-tangled, tree irregular, and bufh

Bending with dewy moifiure, o'er the heads

Of the coy chorifters that lodge within,

Are prodigal of harmony. The thrufh

And woodlark, o'er the kind-contending
throng

Superior heard, run through the {weeteft length

Of notes; when liftening Philomela deigns

To let them joy, and purpofes in thought

Elate, to make her night excel their day.

The blackbird whitles from the thorny brake;

The mellow bullfinch anfwers ;‘mm the grove:

Nor are the linnets, o'er the flow'ring furze

Pour’d out profufely, filent. Joined to thefe

Inbum’rous fongfters, in the frefh’ning fhade

Of new fprung leaves, their modulations mix

Mellifluous, The jay, the rook, the daw,

And
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And each harth pipe; dilcordant heard alone,
Aid the full concert: while the ftock-dove
breathes

A melan"choly murmur through the whole.”

Whillt you liften with pleafure to
the feathered fongfters of the grove,
{top not your admiration at their fweet
harmony, but confider the amazing
imitation of reafon, fo apparent in
building their nefts, which are as va-
rious as the notes they fing; every

diftin€t fpecies having a manner of

building peculiar to themfelves; and

though the fituations and materials
they chule are very different, yet the
fame care and precautions are uni-
verfal, though fhown in fuch nume-

rous
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rous ways. But als of cruelty, in
general, make us acquainted with
the aftonifhing induftry and art with
which their little nefts are conltruéi-
; ed; and, as if defigned to bring them
under our obfervation, there feems
a natural propenfity, in every boy, to
feck and plunder them of all their
treafures; if not for this wife end per-
mitted, why do they not all fly far
from the habitation of man? or make
choice of lofty trees and eminences,
where they might elcape the {chool-
boy’s relentlefs hand? Or why does
the fubtle {wallow, who at the ap-
pointed time, fearlefs, wings her flight

to diftant fhores? ah! why does
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fhe, with fuch feeming confidence,

build under our very roofs, and, by

her fongs, court our obfervation of
her {furprifing work? Whillt thofe,
who have not beauty to pleafe the
eye, or whofe harfh, difcordant notes
are not grateful to the ear, feek the
higheft trees, as if fearful of*trufting
their young to the tendernefs ¢f the
human fpecies; and in thofle lofty
fituations they put their nefts toge-
ther, with the utmoft feeming neg-
lect and careleflnefs, as if they fhould
fay, “What need have we to make
nefts fo curious? There are wonders
of this kind fufficient, amongft our
kindred of the groves, to call the at»

tention
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tention of the human race, to roufe
their thoughts, and make them declare
that wifdom infinite, which has form-
ed us with powers {o nearly allied to
their reafoning faculties.”

Let me now, my Anna, call back
your  thoughts to the fwallow, to
which bird of paffage I mean to
confine my remarks, though there
are others not lels worthy our ad-
miration ; but to avoid being tedious,
fhall only mention this particular [pe-
cies, which in one part of the year
{eek our habitations, and with con-
fidence there depofit all their riches;
whillt in another feafon they not only
leave our houfes, but the very ifland

where
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where they were hatched. How do
they. know where to direft their
courfe? Or what teropts them to feck
another country ? * He who tempers
the wind to the new-fhorn lamb,”
He is their guide! He fupports their
little wings through the tedious paf-
fage! He direéls their journey through
the tracklefs air! Are not their ap-
pointments from above? Or how do
they univerfally know the time of their
general departure, and affemble toge-
ther previous to their going? But, as
if detained by-fome caufe invifible,
not one quits the fhore till all are
ready, nor do any tarry beyond the
day of their general deftination.

Amongft

|
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g
Amongft ‘mankind, a fummons to
fuch ‘numbers, and at fuch various
diftances, would be fubjeét to errors,
delays, and accidents; but amongft
them no miftake arifes, their orders
are from above, and admit not of
mifconftru€tion or difappointment.
Now for a moment obferve thole
of the feathered tribe deftined for the
water.. Their feet are provided with
webs, which fpeak the clement they
are intended for. Examine the fwan,
and mark how beautiful its downy
plumage. = What eye can fee, what
ingenuity. dilcover, any repelling
power there? Yet this ftately bird,
after rowing through, or refting upon

D 2
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the bofom of the penetrating wave,
fhall raife its fnowy brealt, unwet,
from the liquid element. ;
I might continue thefe amufing re-
fearches to the domeftic cares and re-
gulations of the feathered world, but
the fource is unbounded ; and it may
humble our vanity to own, they are
firiking examples of feveral moral dus
ties, which we but forrily imitate.
May he who provides for the birds
be our protettor, and guide us to hap~
pinefs on high.—Adieu.
Your’s affeélionately, &c.

LETTER
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IN my letters refpeéting birds, -
and the ‘inanimate part of the crea-
tion, I have confined my account of
them to what comes immediately un-
der your obfervation in your prefent
fituation, as I wifh you tc* guard
againft that vulgar error of viewing
with indifference common objeéts; I
mean objefis which in themfelves are
really worthy admiration, and fuch I
efteem thole’ already pointed out to
you in the grand: fchool of natural

p3 wonders,




wonders, where I flatter myfelf you
will find too much entertainment to
permit you to be guilty of this grofs
_ miftake, which is not lefs inexcufable
for being common, Shun this weed
of erroneous education ; it is poifon=

ous to the mind ; it has its root in ig-

norance, and its produce is ingrati-

tude to heaven: but the inquiring ob-
ferver views with pleafure the won-
ders ofi creation, and with heart-felt
fatisfaltion beholds the unfpeakabie
profufion with which they are lavifh=~
ed upon our fenfes. Yet there are
amongft the human>race, who, re-
gardlefs of Heaven’s: bounty, have
trod amidft {urrounding: beauties, in-

fenfible
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fenfible to them all. They now
fcarce ftrike their external {enfes,
and when they do, they make not the
lealt impreffion, nor wake one idea,
But this negle&t is juftly repaid by
their lofs of entertainment and in-
formation.  Say, can it be for thefe
that the raiment of the lily furpafles
Solomon’s? or that the gentle zephyr
wafts the refrefhing odour from fhrub
or flower?

O! join ye feathered tribe your
loudeft notes, roufe their fleeping
fenfes, and call their thoughts to your
Creator.

“Ye woodlands all awake; a boundlefs fong

Burft from the groves! and when thereftlefsday

Expiring,
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Expiring, lays the warbling world afleep,

Sweeteft of birds! fweet Philomela, charm

The liftning thades, and teach the night his
praife.”

Alas! in_vain for them you tune
your harmonious notes. Your beau-
ties, ye flowers, are in vain difplayed.
—Your mingled fweets in vain.

Thefe infenfibles would lofe irrva-
cant. gaze the view, were it poffible
to fee
¢ in wide landfcape all the eaft
Of Paradife, and Eden's happy plains.”

Nat foimy Anna; pafs not through
the range of rural objetts infenfible

of their beauties, or ignorant of the

power from whenge they flows

Let
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Let me entreat you, view them your-
{elf; rely not on foreign aid to fill your
thought, but in thole fcenes of rural
wonders, fee—examine—think—and
thus improve and enrich your mind
by atual obfervation.

Give your thought—your attention
—if poffible undivided, to each
objett, and you will imperceptibly
catch a habit of thinking for your-
felf; and thus exercifed, the dawn of
reafon will gain ftrength and open on
your fenfes.

This gift of heaven, which diflin-
guifhes the human race from the brute
creation, will thus expand, and all

}'Ol.il‘ HlCI]lal poOweErs improve.
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You will then fee in the vegetable
and animal kingdoms a thoufand

beauties which “have efcaped your

notice,” and whilft they excite your

attention, will they not prompt you to

enquire

« Why does one climate.and one foil endue
The bluthing poppy with a crimfon hue;
Yet leave the lily pale, and tinge the violet
blue?
Why does the fond carnation love to thoot
A various colour from one pavent root ;
While the fantaftic tulip firives to break
In two-fold beauty, and a parted fireak?

The twining jafmine, and the bluthing rofe,

With lavifh grace their morning {cents difclofe:
The fmelling tube-rofe and jonquille declare
‘The fironger impulfe of an evening air.

Whence
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Whence has the tree (refolve me) or the fow’:

A various inftin&, or a diff 'rent pow'r?

Why fhould one earth, one clime, one fiream,
one breath,

Raife this to flrength, and ficken that to

deatir?”

« Of birds, how each according to her kind

Proper materials for her neft can find;

And build a frame, which deepeft thought in
man

Would or amend, or imitate in vain.

How in {mall flights they know to try their
young,

And teach the callow child her parents’ fong,

Why thefe freguent the plain, and thofe the
wood,

Why ev'ry land has her {pecific brood.

Where the tall crane, or winding fwallow goes,

Fearful of gath’ring winds; and falling fnows:

And
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And confcious of the coming evil, fly

To milder regions, and a fonthern fky.”

How pleafing thofe enquiries..—
How worthy a rational being.

One would not think it poffible to
view thele furprifing effetts, without
atuributing the caufe to fome luperna-
tural power.

When this wrong ufe 1s made of
ftudy, when the effett only 1s confi-
dered, and the grand caufe not thought
of, this light fkim of fuperficial know-
ledge may fill with vanity the vacant
brain.

But the truly wife will mark the
hand divine in thefe his lower works;
_and by this juft way of reflefting, the

ideas
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ideas are enlarged, the thoughts ex-
alted, and the heart refined,

And thus imperceptibly is formed
the moft amiable charafter, fuch as
you may be happy to appear, and will
promife fair to enfure the felicity of

Your's, affettionately, &e¢.

LETTER
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Ll WHEN I had laft the pleafure
of walking with my dear Anna, I
obferved the fhepherd’s dog in the
adjacent field; pray did not you mark
his watchful looks, and his apparent
impatience to go after any of the poor
Hi lambs which he faw firaying from the
flock?

Not any human being, if deprived

of fpeech, and confined to his form,

could more exprefsly have fignified
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an expeftation of being fent to recal
the wanderers.

Yet not one foot did this faithful
creature move till he had received
from his mafter the expetted commif=
fion, which he fome time waited for;
firft lJooking at the fhepherd, and then
at the ftray fheep; then at the fhep-
herd again, and fo alternately, with
looks which, to outward appearance,
fpoke his power of thinking.

In this fagacious animal, fo univer-
fally famed for its fidelity, we fee
friendfhip and gratitude in fuch great
and lafting degrees, as mufl aftonifh
every thinking mind, to find thofe

A8 al}I)C'dl'-.
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appearances of reafon, without the

principles of it.

A paragraph relative to the above-
mentioned animal, has, by mere acci-
dent, come under my obfervation,
whillt on this fubjed, fhall therefore
copy it for your amufement.

« At the feat of the late Earl of
Lichfield, three miles from Blenheim,
there is a portrait, in the dining-room,
of Sir Henry Lee, by Johnfton, with
the maftiff dog which faved his life.
It feems, a fervant had formed the
defign of affaflinating his mafter, and
robbing the houfe; but, the night he
had fixed on, the dog, which had ne-

ver been much noticed by Sir Henry,
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for the firlk time followed him up
ftairs, got under his bed, and could
not be got from thence by either mal-
ter or man: in the dead of the night,
the fame fervant entered the room to
execute his horrid defign, but was
inftantly feized by the dog; and being
fecured, confeffed his intentions.—
There are ten quaint lines in the cor-
ner of the piéture, which conclude

thus :

« But in my dog, whereof I made no ftore,
1 found more love than thofe I trufted more.”

Univerfal Magazine, Fan. 1786.

The above fingular account I leave

to your refle€tions.
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And now let me alk, has the bat
ever come under your obfervations?
It feems to be the link, in nature’s
chain, between the bird and brute
creation, and partakes of the nature
ofeach. For, notwithftanding its firong
refemblance of a moufe, yet its wings,
&c. fpeak it an inhabitant of air.

As if fenlible of the difagreeablenels

of its figure, it rarely is to be feen in

the day time: when it 1s, the contraft
between it and many beautiful birds
is very Rriking; as few creatures, per-
haps in themfelves harmlefs, are in
their form fo difgulling.

It feems odd, but there are few

people who are not fubjett to difagree-




LETTER VI,

43

able fenfations on the fight of fome
particularly contemptible animal, in-
capable of hurting them,

The fpider, for inftance, feems
hateful to many, and Thomfon has
branded it with the epithet of villain,
Yet this difagreeable little creature
has frequently been the obje& of my
admiration, whilft I viewed its induf-
try and wonderful art in fufpending
fo curioufly its delicate lines; fixing
them to certain points; joining them
all in one centre; never making one
of thefe right lines too many or too
few; but all placed at a well-pro-
portioned diftance from each other.
This bufinefs done, it changes its

mode
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mode of working, and makes parallel
circles with furprifing exatinefs; and
to firengthen the whole of this net-
work, it faftens thefe circular threads
to each right line as it croffes them,
by extending and prefling with one
foot upon the part it wifhes to fix
there, in a manner, I think, particu-
larly curious. Nor is it much lefs fo
to obferve the poor fly when caught
in this fine net: in the firft inftant of
its embarraffiment, it begins to firug-
gle, in hopes of difengaging itfelf; but
the {ubtle fpider darts from the centre
of its web, where, from the finenefs of

its texture, the lightelt motion informs

him of his unhappy viétim, which

with
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with cruel hafte he glides rapid to fe-
cure, firlt by embarraffing its wings;
and when rendered fufficiently de-
fencelels to permit, it is deprived
of any chance of difengaging itfelf,
by having its wings tied to its body,
which is done very expertly, by turn-
ing the now helplefs prey roynd and
round in his thread, which, though
very fine, yet, by being many times
over them, is too firong for the cu-
rioufly delicate wing of the unwary
fly. The carcals is then removed,
which is effetted with great eafe and
expedition, as he runs with it quick
along the bending line; though one

would {ometimes imagine, from their
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fize, that their own weight alone
would tear to pieces the {lender firuc-
ture of the web. This removal of the
dead vi&tim to a lefs confpicuous part
of the web, muft no doubt be to pre-
vent the-alarm it would give to others
to avoid the fatal fnare.

Who has informed this little crea-
ture thefe vrecautions are neceffary

toward catching its prey? Who has

told it how to retain its conqueft?

or to remove the {lain to prevent ful-
picion ?

But if thefe obfervations furprife or
entertain us, for the moment the eye
is engaged in viewing this curious

work, how much more is our reafon
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engaged in the contemplation of the
apparent hope, fear, cunning, and
cruelty, which we trace in this little
animal!—Adieu, my dear Anna.

Your’s, affeflionately, &c.

LETTER
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' ' PERMIT me, my dear Anna,
:. to recommend to your confideration
the labours of the bee, if they have
not already attrated your attention.

Ji | The regular form and curious tex-
| ture of their cells, for the reception of
their honey ; their power of extratt-

| i ing thofe lufcious fweets, without the

leaft injury to the moft delicate flow-

ers ; their manner of clofing thofe cells

when full, are all ations replete with

amazing art;
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But let me afk, is it lefs aftonithing
that they know thefe refervoirs are
neceflary to receive their honey? Or
can we lefs admire their wonderful
induftry in laying up provifion for
the winter? How fhall we account
for their feeming knowledge of futu-
rity ? And if without that knowledge,
why do they fill their magazines?
Why with laborious art preferve their
treafures? Or why forbear, till the
flowers are gone, to feaft upon their
delicious food ? Or why do they not
even forget they are in pofleffion of
this hoard of {weets?

Thele queftions are imperfeftly an-
fwered, by faying they are taught by
inftinét,
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inftin&t.—Say, can reafon do more?

Or what that inftintk is, who can juftly
define ?

The ant, though confined to earth,
bears a near refemblance to this aérial
traveller, the bee, both in refpet to
induftry, and laying up provifion for
the winter. But how in the heats of
fummer, amidlt furrounding pleaty,
they fhould think of providing for the
frofts and fnows of winter, cannot be
refolved, without attributing the caufe
to that Almighty Power, who has been
pleafed to give the effetls and appear-
ances of reafon and underftanding to
thofe feemingly contemptible crea-
tures; in which we may find not only

examples




i e e s
et

LETTER VIi, 51
examples for individuals, but for the

beft governed ftates,

¢ Tell me, ye ftudious, whe pretend to fee
Far into nature’s bofom, whence the bee
Was firft informa'd her vent’rous flight to fleer
Thro’ tracklefs paths and an abyfs of air.
Whence fhe avoids the flimy marfh, and
knows
The fertile hills, where {weeter herbage
grows, ("
And honey-making flow’rs their op'ning

buds difclofe,

How from the thicken'd mift and fetting fun,

Finds fhe the labour of the day is done?

Who tanght her againft winds and rains to
firive,

To bring her burden to the certain hive,

And through the liguid fields again to pafs,

Duteous, and hark'ning to the founding brafs?

 And,
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«¢ And, O thou fluggard, tell me why the ant,

*Midft fummer’s plenty, thinks of winter’s
want :

By conftant journeys careful o prepare
Her flores; and bringing home the corny ear,
By what infira&ion does fhe bite the grain,
Left hid in earth, and taking root again,
It might elude the forefight of her care?
Diftinét in either infeft’s deed, appear
The marks of tInought-J contrivance, hope,

and fear.”

Are not thefe aftonithing truths,
worthy the attention of every rational
creature ?

Is not this exercife of thought, this
. praftical obfervation, calculated to
il enrich and adorn your mind, and to

yield you more pleafing ideas and

refleétions
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refle@ions than any other diverfion;
which is what thefe refearches are
intended for, and not to point out
thefe curioys objeéts as a fudy.

On the contrary, I with them to be
perufed for your entertainment, in
which I am fenfible you will not be
difappointed.

The mind will be filled; and if
flowers are not planted there, weeds
will take root,

Ah, my Anna! may the refine-
ments of your heart and manners
keep pace with cach other, and may
you be in reality what you wifh to ap-
pear; fo will you moft agreeably

avoid the trouble many people take

it




54 LETTER VII.

of impofing upon their acquaintance,
and gain our approbation; whillt
your foul rifes fuperior to deceit,
and your heart exulting tells you,
that you are fecure of our affeétionate
regards, by the firongeft ties of virtue
and merit,

Add to this, the nobleft fource of
human happinels will be your’s, the
funfhine of felf-approbation, which
will gild your days, and brighten cvery
furrounding objett.

And thus raifed to a confideration
of the wifdom, power, and goodnefs
of the Deity, from an attentive con-

fideration of his works, you will

trace the effets of his providence in

various
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various benefits, which juftly claim

your grateful praife.—Adicu, my dear

Anna,

Your’s, affettionately, &e,
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THE agreeable recreations I
have pointed out to you in the rural

fcenes of nature, may be extended at

your pleafure, as the fubjeét is without

bounds.

You will find in Scripture the vege-
table and animal kingdoms are intend-
ed to furnifh us with proofs of the
watchful care of Providence over all
his creatures, and ftriking examples
of our various duties,

The




LETTER VIII, 57

The fowls of the air, the lilies,
and the grafs of the field, are fpoken
of by Chrift himfelf, as fo many
proofs of the univerfal care of Pro-
vidence.

Even the fparrow, though of {mall -
eftimation amongft men, is not there
forgot.

There the dull ox, and the ftupid
als, are mentioned as excelling in gra-
titude fome of the human fpecies.

What, then, fhall we fay of other
more {agacious animals? Are not
their examples worthy our imitation ?
And is not our attention to thefe
benefits which furround us a neceffary
duty ?
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Do they not, in general, contribute
to our neceflities, our comforts, or
our pleafures? And if fo, does not
the negleft of them render us too
much like the creatures we defpife?

Shall the fea, the air, the earth,
teen with fupplies of food and rai-
ment for the human race, and thall they
not pay homage and adoration to the

great Author of all their bleflings ?

Does not the grafs of the ficld nou-

rifh the cattle which fupply us with
milk, and the fheep which furnifh us
with clothing?

And far fuperior to thefe, or any
exterior gift, are you not in poffel-
fion of a mind capable of contemplat-

ing
aQ
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ing the works and wonders of crea-
tion, and of making returns of prayer

and praife ?

* Thefe are thy glorious works, parent of good,

Almighty, thine this univerfal frame,

Thus wondrous fair; thyfelf how wondrouns
then!

Unfpeakable, who fitt'ft above thefe heav'ns,

To us invifible, or dimly feen

In thefe thy loweft works; yet thele declare

Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and power di-

. »”
vine.

I have endeavoured, my dear An-
na, to call forth your thought into
attion; and, by confining my obferva-
tions to objetls that furround you,
have rendered the fubje&s of thefe
letters
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letters proper for prattical oblerva-
tion, from which I hope you will re-
ceive effential benefit, particularly if
you ufe them as I recommend, and
hat is, by comparing what is faid of

he objetls with the objeéls themfelves,

as you meet with them in the field or

garden.

In your prefent fituation, you will
have many opportunities for refearches
of this fort, which I flatter myfelf will
be of much greater and more lalting
advantage than one would imagine
upon a fuperficial view.

Nor have I the lealt doubt but the
habit of <hinking you acquire from
this prattical exercife of reafon, will

in
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in a fhort time extend to what you
read: a circumftance of fuch im-
portance, that the mind requires time
to trace the progreffive benefit.—For
imagination cannot readily form an
idea of this effential and lafling ad-
vantage.

After what I have faid refpetling
the vulgar error of neglefting com-
mon objeéts, in which I have advifed
you, as in the great book of nature,
to ftudy for entertainment and in-
formation, I think it unneceffary to
fay more on this fubje&t; except
that the ftudy of thefe, in the man-
ner already recommended, will ex-
pand your mind, and give you a zelt

c for
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for information refpeéting the pro-
duflions of foreign climates, which
are many of them curious and fur=
prifing; but the accounts of them
are not always to be depended upon,
being fometimes defcribed as differ-
ent as the warmelt imagination of
a poet ever depifled a paftoral fhep-
herd from the one you fo frequently
fee.

But notwithftanding this, I am
tempted to give you fome account
of the ftork, which I think you will
admire for the example it offers to
wankind.

The ftork is a bird of paffage, and
is reported to live till quite feeble,
through
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through age, when they almoft lofe
the ufe of their limbs, and fo many of
their feathers, as to be incapable of
flying.

But their young ones remove them
from place to place, by carrying them
on their backs, and fupporting them
with their wings.—This extraordinary
example is thus beautifully exprefled
in the eaftern fiyle,

“ From the creatures of God, let
man learn wifdom, and apply to him-
felf the inftruétion they give

“Go to the defert, my fon; ob-
ferve the young flork in the wilder-
nefs: let him fpeak to thy heart. He

beareth on his wings his aged fire;; he
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lodgeth him in fafety, and fupplieth
him with food.

« The piety of a child is fweeter
than the incenfe of Perfia offered to
the fun; yea, more delicious than
odours wafted from a field of Arabian
fpices, by the weftern gales.

« Think on thy helplefs infancy,
and the frowardnefs of thy youth, and
indulge the infirmities of thy aged pa-
rents; affift and fupport them in the
decline of life.”

_Adicu, my Anna; may you ever
enjoy the felicity of making your pa-
rents happy-.

Your's affe@ionately, &c.

LETTER
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LET me now recommend to
my dear Anna, as her conftant at-
tendants and moft amiable compa-
nions, truth and fincerity ; to which,
if you friftly adhere, you will not
only claim refpett and attention, but
thefe qualities, infeparable from a
good heart, will give you a weight in
the grand fcale of fociety, which the
bafenels of a falfehood would fink

you below deferving ; whilt a con

€3
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fcious fenle of your own demerit
would moft affuredly rob you of that
felf-approbation, without which there

“is no poffibility of tafting true feli-

city.

« Of all intellettual pleafures,
felf-approbation, that funfhine of the
foul, is the moft firong and the moft
lafting.”’

Remember this, I moft earneftly
entreat you, and let nothing tempt
you to facrifice a treafure which the
world cannot give.

If this fun gild not your days, in
vain will the gifts of fortune fhine.

Heaven’s choiceft bleffings in vain
are fhowered upon the guilty wretch,
bereft
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bereft of this fource of enjoyment,
{elf-approbation.

Let, then, the great aim of your
conduét be, to fhun the meannels of
diffimulation, and fly far from the
bafenefs of hypocrify.

In the following lines, the charac-
ter of the hypocrite is fo juftly de-
pifted, and fincerity fo well defined,
that in tranfcribing them 1 give you
my own fentiments,

“ O thou that art enamouvred with
the beauties of truth, and haft fixed
thy heart on the fimplicity of her
charms; bold faft thy fidelity unto
her, and forfake her mot: the con-
flancy
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ftancy of thy virtue fhall crown thee
with honour,

« The tongue of the fincere is root=
ed in his heart; hypocrily and deceit
have no place in his words. ;

« He blufheth at falfehood, and is
confounded ; but in fpeaking the truth
he hath a fleady eye.

« He fupporteth, as a man, the
dignity of his charater; to the arts
of hypocuify he fcorneth to ftoop.

« He is confiftent with himfelf; he
is never embarraffed ; he hath courage
in truth, but to lie he is afraid.

s« He is far \above the meannefs of
diffimulation; the words of his mouth
are the thoughts of’ his heart.
et




LETTER 1X.

“ Yet with prudence and caution
he openeth his lips: he ftudieth
what is right, and fpeaketh with dif-
cretion.

“ He advifeth in friendfhip; he re-
proveth with freedom ; and whatfo-
ever he promifeth, fhall furely be per-
formed.

“ But the heart of the hypocrite
is hid in his breaft. I1e mafketh his
words in the femblance of truth,
while the buflinefs of his life is only
to deceive.

“ He laugheth in forrow ; he weep-
eth in joy; and the words of his mouth

have no interpretation.
& He
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¢« He worketh in the dark as a
mole, and fancieth he 1s fafe: but he
blundereth into light, and is expofed
to full view with his dirt upon his
head.

« He paffeth his days in perpetual

- conftraint ; his tongue and his heart

are for ever at variance.

<« He laboureth for the chara&ter
of a righteous man ; and huggeth him-
felf in the thoughts of his cunning.

¢ O fool, fool! the pains thou
takeft to hide what thou art, are
more than would make thee what
thou wouldeft feem: the children of
wifdom fhall mock at thy cunning,
and when thy difguife is firipped off,
the
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the finger of derifion fhall point thee
to fcorn.”

Thefe chara&lers are well contraft-
ed: the heart that wants fincerity;
muft be fubjeét to its own reproach ;
and was it poffible it could reconcile
the detelted bafenefs of a lie, it could
never anf{wer to itlelf the-folly of be-
ing guilty of this abufe of reafon and
of fpeech.

In the fifth chapter of A&, you
may fee a dreadful example of the
difpleafure of Heaven in the deaths of
Ananias and Sapphira.

Let me next warn you againft a
love of money : but in fhunning ava=

rice,




rice, learn not a too great neglett of
what it is our duty well to ufe.

Spend not to the utmoft ; but {pare,
from the bounty of your friends, a tri-
fle for the poor.

In pity let us remember their wants;
and that, with compaffion and tender-

nefs, it is our duty to relieve them.

¢ This virtue is, in ev'ry land and age,

With pleafure to relieve the wretch from pain,
To clothe the naked, and to count it gain;

' When to the hungry we extend our food, ,

| Our appetite’s indulg'd in doing good.”
But never let vanity accompany
i your gifts ; remember, it is your duty,

! and never think of it as a merit.
On
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On the contrary, I hope you will
be truly fenfible of the refined plea-
fure of doing good, and will be thank.
ful tc Heaven for putting it in your
power.
~ May you, my dear girl, pay atten-
tion to my letters, and thus repay the
trouble and anxious care of

Your's, affettionately, &c.

LETTER
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MY dear Anna will have the
pleafure of receiving this, from the
hands of our very particular friend ;
whom I hope you will not meet with
a grave face and formal air, as though
you had never before feen him. Or
rather, as if you were quite chagrined
at the vifit.

I mention this, from having ob-
ferved it to be a common cuftom
amonglt thofe of your age. But it

{feems
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feems impoflible to account for fo
great an abfurdity as that of receiving,
even a ftranger, as though you were
infenfible of their civility, or forry to
hear from your friends.

If you wifh to avoid this very dil-
agreeable manner, it is neceflary you
fliould endeavour to attain that eafy
politenefs, which will free you from
every foolifh, awkward embarrafl-
ment, and leave you at liberty to en-
joy any opportunity you may have
of enquiring after your relations and
acquaintance; which no doubt will
yield you great fatisfaétion, whenever
you can meet, free from this abfurd,
embarrafled bebaviour, any of our

H 2 friends
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friends who may do us the favour tg
call upon you,

Need I to fay that it will add to
our happinefs, to have you receive
our friends as though you really were
glad to fee them; and notwithftand-
ing we are fenfible you are, yet we
are equally certain that they will think
otherwife, fhould your cool, referved
behaviour, give them reafon for this
unfavourable opinion.

And if this be the cale, my dear,
you muft know, to vifit you will be
very difagreeable: indeed, to thofe
poflefied of fine feelings and delicate

fentiments, the tafk would be pain-

ful.

Never
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Never then, T beg you, lofe fight of
that innocent freedom of manners,
which will make every one eafy in
your company.

For, next to being happy ourfelves,
the power of making others fo muft
yield us the greateft felicity : and it is
faid “ moft arts require long ftudy
and application, yet the moft ufeful
art, that of pleafing, requires only the
defire.”’

This defire, we flatter ourfelves,
you have; and we fhall rejoice to
hear you anfwer our withes, by your
polite attention to our friend, from
whom we expett to hear of your va-
rious improvements; but this you

H 3 mult
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muft natarally imagine, as you can-
not be ignorant of our care in placing
you in a fituation to acquire them,
and we have a right to expet you will

not difappoint us; for though we know

¢ How empty learning, and how vain is art,
L =3

But as it mends the life, and guides the heart;”

yet the high-wrought hope of receiv-
ing you again, amiable and accom-
plilhed, and of your equally meriting
both thefe epithets, has taken poffel-
fion of our hearts; and that they are
not incompatible, you may fee in
various ranks in life.

Your’s, affeflionately, &c¢,

LETTER
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HOW, my dear Anna, fhall I
exprels the fatisfattion we feel in the
knowledge we now have from our
friend of your various improvements?

Nor is our pleafure lefs in hearing
you receive your acquaintance in a
manner {0 perfefly agreeable, as to
make them happy in every opportu-
nity of calling upon you.

We flatter ourfelves, this civility
and refpett is not only extended to
' thole
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thofe you rarely fee, but praétifed-in

common by yourfelf and companions;

otherwife it would not feem fo eafy
and natural as to appear a part. of
yourﬁ:lF; which reafon and good fenfe
will fhow you is what, in fome mea-
fure, conflitutes good breeding, and
not an occafional politenefs, which is |
quickly feen through and defpifed, as |
the effe@s of a contemptible vanity, I
which is well delineated in the follow-

ing fable.

The Ant and Caterpillar.

As an ant, of his talents fuperiorly win,
Was trotting with confequence over the
plain,
A worm,
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A worm, in his progrefs remarkably flow,

Cry'd, * Blefs your good worfhip wherever

you go !
, I hope your great mightinefs won't take it ill,
I pay my refpets with a hearty good will.”
With a look of contempt, and impertinent
pride,
 Be gone, you vile reptile!” his antfhip re-
ply'd;
“Go—go and lament your contemptible flate,
But firi—look at me—fee my limbs how com-
plete!
I guide all my motions with freedom and eafe,
tun backward and forward, and turn when 1
pleafe.
Of nature, grown weary, yon fthocking effay !
I fpurn you thus from me—ciawl ont of my
way."”
The ?’t‘p__tile, infulted, and vex'd to the foul,

Crept onward, and hid himfelf clofe in his hole;
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But nature, determin'd to end his difirefs,
Soon fent him abroad in a butterfly’s drefs.
Ere long the proud ant, as repafling the road,
(Fatigw’d from the harveft, and tugging his
load,)
The beau on a violet bank he beheld,
Whofe gefture in glory a monarch’s excell'd ;
His plumage expanded—’twas rare to be-
hold
8o lovely a mixture of purple and gold.
The ant, quite amaz’d at a figure fo gay,
Bow'd low with refpe&, and was trudging
) away
« Stop, friend,” fays the butterfly, ““don't be
furpris'd;
I once was the reptile you fpurn'd and de-
fpis'd;
_ But now 1 can mount; in the fun-beams I play,

.

Whilft you muft for ever drudge on in your

way.”
MORAL,
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MORAL,

A wretch, though to-day he's o'erloaded with
{forrow,
May foar above thofe that opprefs'd him—to-

MOIrrow.

You no doubt obferve the abfurdity
of a mean vanity, {uch as here repre-
fented in the ant; and you muft ob-
ferve this vanity is the effe€t of igno-

rance, whilft

¢« Good breeding is the bloffom of good fenfe;

The laft refult of an accomplifh’'d mind."

But to make it complete, requires to
be joined to goodnefs and fincerity of
heart.

Then,

s ¥
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Then, indeed, when this pleafing at-
tainment is a real emanation of the
mind, it wins our approbation infen-
fibly to thofe, who, perhaps, without
good breeding to recommend them,
might be difagreeable. In fhort, what
but this forms the grand contraft we
every day meet with?

To the extremes of this contraft,
let me for a moment beg your fixed
attention, and what two animals will
you think more unlike each other.

At the firft view, one can {carce
realize the poflibility of education
forming fuch oppolfite charatters.

Nothing lefs than the conviétion of

our own fenfes, can reconcile us to
the
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the difference we find betwixt a truly
amiable woman cof refined manners
and delicate fentiments, and the other
extreme of a malculine and vulgar
being, whofe ideas are neither im-
proved by religion nor politenefs.

Would one not be tempted to think
them a different fpecies of the fame
creature ?

The beft bred gentleman and the
awkwardelt clown, feem lefs oppolite
charaélers; and yet a very tranfient
confideration will evidently fhow, that
were they to change fituatiops, they
would be entirely unfit for their new
depattments in life, and quite unequal

1
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to the fociety their change of rank
muft prefent them with,

If the gentleman be unableso per-
form the laborious exercife of the
clown, how much more unequal will
the clown find himfelf to the tafk of
filling with credit his new ituation;
though perhaps in' the line he was
educated for, he might have lived
efteemed and refpe€ted by his neigh-
bours.

But in one fo oppofite, he cannot
fail of being ridiculous, and frequent-
ly difagrecable; whilft a confcious
fenfe of his own inability of afling
with propriety muft deprive him of
enjoyment.

Is
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Is not this a proof of the neceffity
of early attention, to render ourfelves
amiuhk and polite, when we are fen-
fible nothing lefs will make us agree-
able to our friends ?

In a good and benevolent heart, we
may trace an innate with to pleafe the
worthy part of our {pecies.

And this truly laudable defice cre-
ates, though not conftitutes, the ef-
fence of good breeding. Your own
reafon and obfervation muft alone
inform you, on many occalions,
how to att with propriety and polite-
nefls.

To cringe, fawn, and be ceremo-
nious, is to be mean and difagreeable,

12 and




88 LETTER XI.

and would fink you in your own efli-
mation ; a facrifice which perfe&t good
breeding will not require, and you
ought never to ftoop to.

But I know no rule that can be
Jaid down to regulate your condutt
in this particular, except that grand
one of life—to do as we would be
done by.

Aim but to pleafe, and you will
foon learn the method.

Obferve who moft generally pleafes,
and whofe manners moft wins upon
you ; and if their eafy refpettful be-
haviour engages the attention of
others, make them your copy.

Mark
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Mark them, too, who are moft dif-
agrecable, and fee what in them occa-
fions general difgnft or diffatisfaélion,
and I have no doubt you will find
them diretly oppofite to what en-
gaged your attention, and won your
approbation, in the perfon you may
think worthy of imitation.

But in this choice, as you are per-
haps too young to judge for yourfelf,
you will do well to obferve who is
efteemed the politeft, and at the fame
time the moft amiable, amongft your
companions.

This, and every poffible attention to
your inftru&lors, is neceffary for your
improvement,

And
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And I hope your behaviour willbe
fuch as may likewife be thought wor-
thy imitation,

On this account, you ought to
avoid every difagrecable or vulgar
habit, left you give others caufle to
reproach you with having taught
them what you may be afhamed to
own.

For, though good breeding cannot
be confined to rules, yet there are
trifling things that are univerfally al-
lowed to offend, againft what every
one muft fubfcribe to as good man-
ners, they being in themfelves difa-
greeable and difgufting; confequently,
oppofite to every idea we have form-




LETTER XI. 91

ed in our wifhes, of your uniting re-
fined manners with rational piety.
Think of this, my dear girl, and
thus make yourfelf the objett of our
regard, and render happy
Your's, affe€tionately, &ec.

LETTER
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(W o o g e

SINCE I had laft the pleafure
of addrefling you, my dear Anna,
have bad very frequent opportunities
of feeing the A——'s of M—-——.
They are fine girls; but fo outfhone
by their coufin, who is there on a vi-
fit, that they appear to the greateft
difadvantage.

You will no doubt be furprifed at
this, when I tell you fhe is not fo old

as the youngelt of the A——'s.

1 ayr
They,
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They, I think, bave the advantage in
perfon ; but they are perfeét firangers
to that innate politenefs—that defire
to pleale, which feems rooted in the
amiable heart of Sophia, and which
has made her the objett of general
regard.

If the A——'s be requefted by
their parents or friends to do any
trifle, no matter what, there is fuch a
tardinefs in their manner, that their
unwillingnefs rather difobliges than
pleafes the perfon they mean thus to
favour.

But Sophia’s obliging hafte adds
weight to any little fervice, and makes

us fenfible of a much greater obliga-
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tion than we can feel for a more im-
portant fervice, unwillingly or un-

gracefully granted.

Her uncle B—— obferves the dif-
ference, and fays he prefers the child
that wants not twice afking to oblige
you.

The other day we were in their
garden, when fhe begged of her aunt
permiffion to pluck a flower to pre-
fent me with ; which fhe did in fo pe-

; P
lite and obliging a manner, that I was
(=it 5 ) 2

truly fenfible

¢ The little rofe, that laughs upon its flem,
One of the fweets with which the gardens teem,
In value foars above an eaftern gem,

If tender'd as the token of efteem.”

Indeed,

="
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Indeed, this apparent defire to pleafe
bas rendered her progrefs in every
branch of learning fuperior to her
coulins’, and promifes fair to make
her in future very far excel them.
The A——-s affeft a negle&t of thofe
litle attentions. But how many gra-
tifications mufl be loft to thofe who
cannot condefcend to offer and receive
them; by a fource which evidently

and ought

fhows a wilh to obli

more particularly to pleale, as ftrongly

marking a defire to gratify, in thofe
minutiz of attention, which are gene-
rally regarded as'a pleafing proof of
refpetl, and as fuch, they add much
to our enjoyment,

But
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But in this, caution is neceffary, to
prevent being troublefome.

However, there is no danger of
the A——s’ ever difobliging this way,
as they feem only to regard pleafing
themfelves; though you know this
ought to be the laft gratification they
fhould think of when in company.

Their youth, indeed, may plead
their apology in many inflances; but
it is much to their difcredit, to be ei-
ther ignorant or negligent in obferving
fuch things as follow.

They in common are inattentive
to the perfon fpeaking to them, which
is a fault not readily excufed, as it
argues an unbecoming careleflnels

or
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or contempt of the perfon addreffing
them.

To contradit, is perhaps ftill more
rude and offenfive; yet they do it
when unneceflary, though they ought
never to be guilty of this rudenefs,
if to be avoided; and if not, they
fhould fhow they mean not to dif-
pleafe, by fpeaking lefs abrupt than
they ufually do.

But they even forget themfelves fo
far, as to interrupt any perfon (peaks
ing; though one cannot {uppole them
ignorant, how very difgufting it muft
be to the company, who muft natu-
rally think them not only confpi-
cuoufly rude, but that they in all pro-

K bability
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bability deprive them of part of their
converfation, which lofs they are not
qualified to make good. And fuch
an unexpefted interruption frequent-
ly turns the current of difcourfe into
a lefs agreeable channel ; and the par-
ty they are thus troublefome to, may
never have an opportunity of refluming
the fubjett.

You cannot, I imagine, think it
poflible for them to be fo extremely
~yulgar as to whilper in company.

This is a rudenefs for which no
apology is fufficient, and which one
might expe@ they would never be
guilty of, except they wifhed to dif-
oblige every one prefent.

But
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But we never fee Sophia thus dif-
oblige the company; nor does fhe
follow their example in locking into
the garden, ftreet, or any cther way,
when fhe is addrefling you: though
her coufins frequently offend the per-
fon they are fpeaking to, by this very
ungenteel habit; yet in this they per-
haps offend but one, though they dif=
play their ill manners to all who ob-
ferve them; but whilpering in com-
pany may be deemed an infult to eve-
ry one prefent.

In eating, they are not only vulgar,
but troublefome to their friends: one
of them, by being uncommonly flow,
and the other, by eating with that de=

rce

K 2
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gree of quicknefs, which may with
juftice be ftyled devouring. Each
of thefe extremes appears unthankful,
confequently difagreeable.

With minds thus uncultivated, can
we wonder to fee that contemptible,
filly vanity, which makes them pride
themfelves upon exterior advantages ?
¢ There are fome mean fouls that are
always crouching and grovelling be-

fore riches.” Yet of this fort I

cannot think the A *s; but my

Anna, the garden of the mind muft

be well cultivated, or the light weeds

of vanity will take root. I muft
add, they have good natural abilitics,

and not bad difpofitions upon the
whole ;
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whole ; yet has their vanity fo far got
the afcendancy over their reafon, that
they think themfelves fuperior to any
of their companions, whole friends do
not keep a carriage.

But of this empty folly they would
be afhamed, were they to confider
that few are guilty of this falfe pride,
who from birth or family have had
any right to expett to be the favourites
of fortune.

Drefs, too, is frequently a fubjett
for their idle vanity to dwell upon.
This'I hope you; my dear Anna, will
guard againft.

The moft ftudied drefs, muft be the
moft offenfive in the eye of Heaven.

K 3 There-
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- Therefore lefs of your time is taken
up in this article (beyond what is ab-
folutely neceflary) and lefs the danger
of your making a falfe eftimation of
any external advantage; for

¢ It is neither birth nor riches that
diftinguifh men: the only real and
true {uperiority among them is me-
i

In this, then, aim at fuperiority, and
be affured the worthy part of man-
kind will with pleafure affent to your
advancement,

This is the only true greatnefs, and
not any accidental difference of for-
tune.

Remember,
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Remember, the attainment of vir-
tue is the grand trealure worthy your
purfuit. - And the riches of the
mind are far more valuable, and
yield more happinefs, than thofe of
the mine.

¢t Behold the vain man, and obferve
the arrogant; he clotheth himfelf in
rich attire; he walketh in the public
ftreet; he cafteth round his eyes, and
courteth obfervation.

¢¢ He toffeth up his head, and over-
looketh the poor; he treateth his in«
feriors with infolence, and his fupe-
riors in return look down on his pride
and folly with laughter,

«“ But
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« But if the rich man rejoice in his
sealth, the poor man is thankful, and
with reafon, for

¢ He limiteth his defires with hu-
mility s and the calm of contentment
is fweeter to his foul, than the ac-
quirements of wealth and grandeur.

¢'Let not the rich prefume on his
riches, nor the poor defpond in his po-
verty ; for the providence of God dif-
penfeth happinefs to them both; and
the diftribution thereof is more equal-
ly made than the fool can believe.”’

Hallen then, my dear Anna, to fe-
cure the bioffoms of inftru&ion; which

now blow around you, and fuffer them
not to wither, nipped by the froft of

e
neglett;
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negle€t: their fruits are the fruits of
virtue and confcious worth.

Various accidents in life may de-
prive you of riches, or want of health
may rob you of their enjoyment. But
virtue and innocence lead to the paths
of happinefs, and are ever attended by
felf-approbation.

With thefe companions, and a well
cultivated mind, may we not hope
you will tafte true felicity, and that
contentment which may juftly be called

happinels below.

“ To pomp or proud titles fhe ne'er did afpire;
The damfel's of humble defcent :

The cottager Peace is well known for her fire,
And fhepherds have nam’d her Content.”

That

e e i o . K I i
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That thefe tranquil paths may be
deftined for my Anna to walk in, is
the fincere wifh of

Your’s affeétionately, &ec.

LETTER
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LETTER XIII.

(W W

My pEAR YOUNG FRIEND,

MY mind is deeply impreffed
with a defire to guard you from the
pernicious confequences refulting from
reading improper books.

In reading thofe recommended by
your friends, you will certainly find
more f{afety than in depending upon
your own judgment in the choice, or
in trufting to the approbation of others
who may not perhaps be particular in
refpetl to the morals they convey.

But

e et g = 5t 3110, R T s
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But I beg you Keep to thofe point-
ed out by fuch of your acquaintance
as you know wifh your mind to re-
m+'n pure and untainted, and look
upon books which have not their
fanflion, as at beft an uncertain good,
but which may prove the worft com-
panions, tending to weaken thofe mo-
ral virtues and religious principles,
which are the beft foundation for your
prefent and future happinefs.

Not that we fee every perfon bap-
py who may poffefs and pralife with
fincerity the moft exalted piety ; no,
my dear girl, we muft not imagine
any thing fo contrary to our reafon
and obfervation; but we may reft
aflured
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affured the virtuous have a fatisfac-
tion fuperior to their affli€tion, and
are many times thankful for the ef-
fe&ts produced by their forrows; be-
ing enabled to view with firmer eye
the eternal bleflings frequently and
truly depicted by the lively faith and
humble hope of a fincere Chriftian.
“Faith builds a bridge from this
world to the next.”” At the foot of
this bridge how many authors have
made a paule, and, repenting, owned
their heart-felt convi€tion of the harm
they thought might refult from their
writings,

What mifufed gbilities have mourn.
ed eut their anguifh on the fubjeét of

dif-
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diffeminated evil! Ought we not,
then, to fly from a fource that has to
the authors themfelves been fo pain-
ful?

Who can refine the pure fpring of
an innocent mind, when tainted by
immoral writings.

Books are our companions; and
we fhould be as careful not to keep
bad company in private, asin public;
and always to fly"from them as from
certain deftruélion, as an addrefs to

the eye or the ear from the living or

the dead may be equally dangerous.

I was once much fhocked at what I
was obliged to hear repeated by one
whofe exterior appearance feemed to

promifc
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promife more delicate {entiments.
How many beautiful pieces might
have been placed in her memory!
Surely a retentive memory is a great
blefling; never let us abufe this gift
of Heaven, by placing there any thing
we may blufh to own to any human
being. The mind is the jewel, the
body only the clay cafket that con-
tains it: and maygit be your care to
keep this treafure fo highly polithed,
that it may fhine with angelic luftre,
¢« when the hand that now writes, and
the eye which now reads,” fhall
moulder in the duft; or, in the lan-
guage of Scripture, “when we fhall

fleep with our fathers.”
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May we ever keep that period in

view, and may we be wifer and better

for the profpeét.
Your’s, affettionately, &c.

LETTER
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A S

I HAVE already informed my
ever dear Anna, how anxious we are
for her improvement, well knowing,
not only the figure fhe is to make
in life, but her future happinels, in a
grc;ﬁt meafure, depends upon the pre-
fent cultivation of her mind and man-
ners.

¢ Horace, a celebrated Roman
poet, relates, that a countryman,
who wanted to pafs a river, ftood

L3 loitera
L
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loitering on the banks of it, in the
foolifh expeétation, that a current,
fo rapid, would foon difcharge its
waters. But the fiream ftill flowed,
increafed, perhaps, by frefh torrents
from the mountains; and it muft
for ever flow, becaufe the fources
from which it is derived are inex-
hauftible.

¢ Thus the idle and irrefolute

trifle over their books, or wafte in
play their precious moments; de-
feriing the talk of improvement,
which at firlt is cafy to be accom-
plifhed, but-which will become more
and more difficult, the longer it be

Sl 13
negletted.”
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But we are happy in the idea of
your meriting at prefent a very dif-
ferent charalter; and hope you will
not;, either by idlenefs or irrefolution,
follow the example here given by
Horace.

Truth and fincerity cannot be toa
earneltly recommended : they are the
grand bafis for refined manners and
rational piety.

While a firm reliance on that Al-
mighty Power, who has blefled you
with life and immortality, will free
you from various inquiegudes—Ileave
you at liberty to enjoy every innocent
plealure, and warn you to avoid
every

TP —————————— S~ e
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every guilty one, as deftruétive to your
peace.

But you know no attainment in
virtue=—no improvement, either men-
tal or perfonal, can be hoped for,
without attention; and as it is in
your power to command this effential
quality, the want of it muft appear
criminal, when it has its foundation
in ingratitude.

This weed of barren foil—this bafe
paffion banifh from your breaft—let
gratitude ever be the inmate of your
heart. Forget not to pay this tribute
to Heaven, and there will be little
danger of your omitting this duty, to

thofe -
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thofe who have, by their fervices, a
juft claim upon a worthy mind.

« Artabanes was diftinguithed with
peculiar favour, by a wife, powerful,
and good prince. A magpnificent pa-
lace, furrounded with a delightful gar-
den, was provided for his refidence.
He partook of all the luxuries of his
fovereign’s table, was invelted with
extenfive authority, and admitted to
the honour of a free intercourfe with
his gracious mafter. But Artabanes
was infenfible of the advantages which
he enjoyed ; his heart glowed not with
gratitude and refpeét ; he avoided the
fociety of his benefattor, and abufed

his bounty,
s 1 deteft
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¢« deteft fuch a chara&er, faid
Alexis, -with generous indignation!
It is your own pifture which I have
drawn, replied Euphronius.” The
great potentate of heaven and earth
has placed you in a world, which dif-
plays the higheft beauty, order, and
magnificence, and which abounds with
every means of convenience, enjoy-
ment, and happinefs. He has fur-
nifhed you with fuch powers of body
and mind, as give you dominion over
the fithes of the fea, the fowls of the
air, and the beafts of the field: and
he has invited you to hold commu-
nion with him, and to exalt your own
nature, by the love and imitation of

his
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his divine perfe€tions. Yet have your

| eyes wandered, with brutal gaze, over
the fair creation, unconfcious of the

mighty hand from which it fprung.

You have rioted in the profufion of

nature, without one fecret emotion of
gratitude to the {fovereign difpenfer of
all good: and you have flighted the
glorious converle, and forgotten the
prefence of that Omnipotent Being,
who fills all fpace, and exifts through
all eternity.”

Percival’s Moral Tales.

That you may not be guilty of this
negle& of the gifts of Providence, their
beauties, their wonders, and their be-

nefits
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nefits have been pointed out to your

obfervation, as the fource of the moft

plealing amufement and higheft men-’

tal fatisfaélion.

The contemplation of the vegeta-
ble kingdom—the examples worthy
our imitation in the animal race, with
the furprifing appearance of.reafon to
be traced in many of their attions, are
all obfervations caleulated to en}arge
your ideas, refine your heart, and to
direét both to the great fountain of
eternal happinefs.

You, my dear Anna, have been
mBf earncftly entreated to rem ember,
nothing fhould tempt you to facrifice
fo great a treafure as felf-approbation;

without




without which, there can be no feli-
city.

That the great aim of your condutt
ought to be, to fhun the meannefs of
difimulation, and fly from the bafe-
nefs of hypocrify.

To fpare from the bounty of your
friends a trifle for the poor; to re-
member their wants, and that with
compaflion and tendernefs 1t is our
duty to relieve them.

As a proof of the neceffity of early
attention to your improvements, the
grand contraft which education forms,
has been offered to your confidera-

ion; while thofe rudenefies; which

frace




123 LETTER XIV.

vated minds, have been noticed in
their common confequences, of be-
ing not only troublefome, but dif-
gulting.

The grand treafure recommended
as moft worthy your purfuif, is virtue;
and the riches of the mind, more va-

luable than thofe of the mine.

Thus, my dear girl, have I endea-

voured to refrefly your memory, in
relpe& to the fubjetts of my letters.
Accept my fincere wifh, that they
may anfwer the defign with which
they were wrote, by leading you to
a confideration of that Almighty
Being, who formed the univerle, and

whole
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whofe goodnefs has bleffed you with
the powers of reafon and reflettion, to
contemplate thele his, lower works.

Why fhould the profufion of Hea-
ven make us infenfible to its bounty,
or ungrateful for its bleflings.

I have frequently thought, could all
thefe fcenes, which lavifh Nature pours
upon our fenfes—at once rufh upon
our fight—never beheld before—and
could this be when the powers of rea~
{fon and refle@tion were mature, how

fhould we be loft in“admiration and

aftonithment ; whillt every faculty of
the foul would be engaged in contem-
plation, gratitude, and praife,

“ But
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« But wand'ring oft; with brute uncenscious gaze,

3 not the mi

! Man marks not thee; may hty hand

That, ever busy, wheels the silent spheres;

Works in the secret deep; shoots steaming, thence,
il | The fair profusion that o’erspreadsthe spring;
Flings from the sun direct the flaming day;

Feeds ev'ry creature; hurls the tempest forths

ratefol changé revolves,

f And, as on earth this
1§

1 TWith transport touches all the springs of life
i | 3 pring

Adieu, my dear Anna,

Your's affe@ionately, &c.

THE END.
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Modern Travels, 12s.
Aikin’s England Delineated, 8s.

Amufement Hall, 2s. 6d.

Beaumont’s Young Mifles' Magazine, 2 vols, 5s.
Beauties of Hiftery, by Dodd, 4s.

Bee, a Sele&tion of Poetry, 2s. 6d.

Eeauties of the Poets, by Jane, 8s. 6d.

— Englith Poetry, by Tombkins, 3s.

——e—— Sturm’s Refle&ions, 3s. 6d,
M3




BEOOKS FOR YOUTH.

Berquin’s Seleét Stories, 3s. 6d.

Children’s Friend, 4 vols, 12s.

Blanchard’s Youth's‘Treafure, 1s. 6d.

Blind Child, 1s. 64,

Blofioms of ‘.iorn!ir", 3s. 6d.

Cambon’s Letters and Converfations, 4s.

Ditto, abridged, 2s. ¥

Cooper’s Hiftory of England, 2s. :

Chapone’s
2s. 6d.

(Mrs.) Improvement of the Mind,

— Mifcellanies, 3s. [
Choice Emblems, 2s.

Croxall’s Efop's Fables, 3s.

Cotton’s (Dr.) Vifions in Verfe, 3s. 1
Day's Sandford and Merton, 3 vols. 10s. Gd. i
Ditto, in 1 vol. 3s. 6d.

Defcription of 300 Animals, 3s.

Devis's Leffons tor Young Ladies, 3s.

Elegant Extrafls, in Prole, boards, 18s.

— Verfe, dilto, 193,
Epiftles, ditto, 14s.
Evenings at Home, 6 vols, gs.

Edward Barnard, or Merit Exalted, 2s.
Enfield's Speaker, 3s.6d.

35, 6d.

e on Elocution,
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BOOKS FOR YOUTH.

Edgworth’s Parents’ Afliftant, 12s.
Economy of Human Life, 1s,
Ditto, with cuts, 25, 6d. °

Female Mentor, 2 vols, 8s.
Goldfmith's Natural Hiflory, abridged, gs.
Gay's Fables, 2. 6d.

Geography for Children, 1s. 6d.
Geography and Hiflory, by a Lady, 4s.
Gold{mith's Hiftory of En

land, abrideed, 3s. 6d.

Rome, abridged, 3s. 6d.

Greece, abridged, 8s. 6d.
Gregory’s Legacy to bis Daughters; 3s.
Guthrie's Geographical Grammar, 15s.
Hiftory of E

Helme's Infiruétive Rat

ind, in Letters, 2 vols. 8s,

extended, 4s,
Juvenile Speaker, 2s.

Knox's Effays, 2 vols, 8-

Looking Glafs for the ]
Lambert’s Syflem of the World, 3s.
Martyn’s Letters on Botany, 0s.
Mary, or the Good Governefs, 2s.

Mavor’s New Speaker, 45. Gd

Botanical Pocket Book, 3s. 64.

Britith Nepos, 43, €

Mitchell's Tales, 2 vols, Gz,




BOOKS FOR YOUTH,.

More's (Hannah) Sacred Dramas, 55.
Murray's (Lindley) Englith Grammar, 3s. 64,
Abridgment of ditto, 1s.
Englifh Exercifes, 2s. 6d.
- Rey'toditto,2s:
Introdu&ion to the Englifh

Reader, 3s.

Englifh Reader, 4s.
Sequel to ditto, 4s.
Le&eur Frangois, 4s. 6d.
Murry's (Ann) Mentoria, 3s. 6d.

Ay —

—— Sequel to ditto, 4
Newbery's Compendious Hiftory u{' the World,
2 vols, Gs.

— Geography made Eafy, 35,

Percival’s Moral Tales, 0s.

Moral and Literary Diflertations, 5s.
Peacock’s Vifit for a Week, 4s.

Poetical Epitome, 4s.

Profe Epitome, 4s.

Poetical Tales for Youth, 2s.

Ray on the Creation, 3s. 6d. [
Smith's Sapred Mirror; 4s.

Scientific:Dialogues, 2 yols, Gs.

Selefor, a Collettion of Tales, 3s:




EOOKS FOR YOUTH.

Smith’s (Charlotte) Rural Walks, 2 vols, 8s.

Rambles Farther, 2 vols, 6s.

Stedman’s Introdution to Aftronomy, 3s.

Storm’s Refletions, 3 vols, 12s.

Syftem of Polite Learning, 2s.

Thomfon’s Seafons, 3s.
Trimmer's (Mrs.) Knowledge of Nature, 2s.

Fabulous Hiftory, 2s.

Turner’s Arts and Sciences, 3s. 6d.

- Geography, 3s. 6d.

Wakefield's (Prifcilla) I_.éirure Hours, 2 vols, 33,

vols, 3s.

vols, 4s. 6d.

3s. Od.

Mental Improvement, 3

+————=— Introduétion to Botany,

Juvenile Travellers, 5s.
—~————— Family Tonr, 5s, 6d.

Watts's View of Seripture Hiftory, 4s.

Improvement of the Mind, 6s.
Walker's Geography, 10s, 6d,



Books lately published,

EY

DARTON anxp HARVEY,

55, GracecuurcH STREET.

A ceMPENDIOUS [1ISTORY @F THE WonLp,
from the Creation, to the Diffolation of the
Roman Republic. By Jouy NEWBEKY. With
a Continuation to the Peace of Amiens, 1802.

2 yols, 18mo. . Price Gs. bound,

« This is particularly adapted to the propofed
purpofe. It is very neatly printed, and is very .
cheap. It is a very perfpicoous compendiurm, ;
and the fyle is good and eafy.”

B;'{'}’{;;ﬁ Critic, Of\ 1804.

Alfo by the fame Author, price 3s. bound,
GrociAPEY MaDE EAsY For CuiLpren. The
third edition, improved, and adapted to the mo«
dern Divifions of Europe. Iluftrated with maps

and plates.




BOOKS PUBLISHED BY DARTON AND H ARVEY,

Oricinar Porms, For Inrant Mixos. By
feveral young Perfons. Price 1s 6d- half bound.

Tre Yourn's Treasure; or, a Treatife on
Morality, Virtue, and Politenefs; enlivened with
Anecdotes and Examples. From the French of
M. BLancuasrDp, Price 1s. 6d. half bound.

Tre Porite ReasoNer, in Letters addreffed
to a Young Lady at a Boarding-School. Price
13. 6d. half bound.

Tae Generar Cuaracrer or¥ THE Dos;
illaftrated by a Variety of original and interefiing
Anecdotes of that beautiful and ufeful Animal;
in Profe and Verfe. By Joseen Tayror. 12mo,
2s, 6d. boards.

A Famiry Tour through the Britith Empire;
containing fome Account of its Manufadures,
nataral and artificial Curiofities, Hiftory and An-
tiquities ; interfperfed with Biographical Anec~
dotes. Particularly adapted to the Amufement
and Infiru®ion of Youth. By PrisciLLa
WAkEFIRLD. Price 5s. boards, with a coloured
Map of the United Kingdoms,

¢« We have had frequent occafion to fpeak fa
yourably of the diligence which this lady has &



BOOKS LATELY FUEBLISHED,

often and fuccefsfully exerted for the improve-
ment of young perfons, in various branches of
knowledge. We think this publication particu=
larly ufeful, and commend it withofit relerve.
We do not know a book of the fize, which wilk
convey fo fatisfaltory an account of the produc-
tions, manufa&ures, and places of the Britifh
empire. We confefs ourfelves to be always ad-
vocates for cheap books, particularly when they
are intended for the benefit of young perfons.
We think this reafonable, indeed, containing
nearly five hundred pages of letter-prefs, on good
paper, with the addition of a very neat, coloured '
map of the Britifh empire.”
Britifh Critic, April, 1804.
« A great variety of pleafing and ufeful in-
formation will be found in this volume; and ei-
ther for thofle who travel throngh different parts
of the Britifh empire, or for thofe who feck at
home for fome acquaintance with their own
country, this tour will prove a very authentic and
inffru@ive manual. Aided by the publications
of modern tourifts, Mifs W. has, with great dife
cernment and felicity, comprefled into one vo-
lume the principal circumftances worthy of note,




BY DARTON AND HARVEY.

which are diffufed over fo large 4 field in other
treatifes. A very neat coloured map, and drawn,
confidering the price of the volume, on a larger
fcale than could have been expefted, is prefized;
and it contributes to render this work, as the fair
author exprefles a hope that it may be found, a
very valuable addition to a juvenile library. A
fimilar tour through the metropolis of England is
promifed by Mifs W. as a fequel to this under-

taking; and we fhall be happy in having another

opportunity of introducing to our readers the
o o
journal of fo a tentive and judicious a tourift.”

Monthly Revienv, -5}'}‘»:;'«?“5:‘1', 1804.

Tar Juvenite TRAVELLERS; containing the

Hemarks of a Family doring a Tour throngh the
principal States nnd.liin;f‘.ﬁms of Europe; with
an Account of their Inhabitants, Natural Produc-
tions, and Curiofities. The third edition. By
Priscizra WakerieLs. Price, in boards, 4s. Gd
with a coloured Map of Europe.

« We have had frequent occafion to commend
this lady’s zeal and ardour in the caunfe of youth,
and we are always happy to perufe the progreflive
produions of her pen. They are all, and equal-
ly, difiinguifhed by great+good fenfe and the
N




BOOKS LATELY PUBLISHED,

foundeft judgment ; and exhibit manifeft proofs
of much and extenfive knowledge of human life
and manners.

« Dr. Mavor's colle@ion of Travels is excel-
lent in its kind, bur this is more immediately ada ipted
Jor children cdvancing towards youth—We have no
doubt of its fuccefs.”

Britifb Critic, Offober, 1801.

Ay InTrRODUCTION TO BOTANY, in a Seriesof

familiar Letters, with illufirative Engravings.
The third edition, By PrisciLra W AKEFIELD,
Price 3s. in boards.

The above work may alfo be had printed on
fine wove paper, with tbe plates coloured agree-
ably to nature. Price 0s. f:c'# in boards.

«The defign of thislittle volume is to cultivate
in young perfons a (afte for the Beauties of Na-
ture, and fo lead, by the ealiell and moft familiar

fleps, to a knowledge of Botany. The fiyle is
clear and agreeable; the examples well feleéted ;
and, for a more complete elucidation, are added
{everal plates, engraved with neatnefs and clear-

nefs.”

Britife Critic, Of. 1797+




BY DARTON AND HARVEY.

MexnTar IMprROVEMENT ; or, the Beauties and
Wonders of Nature and Art, in a Series of in-
fru@ive Converfations. By Priscira WaKE-
F1ELD. 3 vols.. Price 5s. half bound.

<« How long it is fince thefe volumes firft made

their appearance in the world we do not know ;
but that they have met with a favourable recep-
tion from the public, to which they are entitled,
we may judge from their being at prefent in the
)] fourth edition. The author bas evidently beflow-
S ed great care and pains in the (ele&ion, and has
| formed altogether a confiderable fund of ufeful
materials for the iraprovement of young minds ;
o nor are her own occafional remarks and reflec-

tions the leaft valuable part of the compilation.”
Guardian af Edxcation, L“.’e‘.‘;{. 1802.

fé JuveniLE ANECDOTES, founded on Fa@s,
colle@ted for the Amufement of Children. By 1
a Priscirta WakerieLp. 2 vols. Price 3s. '

« Thefe litule volumes muft be particularly in-
terefting to children, on account of the c,\‘ampics.
they exhibit being copied immediately from na-
A ture; and the refle@ions occafionally made by

the compiler of them are ‘h ag might be ex-
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peQed from the name they carry with them in
the title page, fenfible and appropriate.”
Guardian of Education, Aug. 1802.
Lersure Hours; or, Entertaining Dialogues
between Perfons eminent for Virtue and Magna-
nimity, &c. By Priscira WAKEFIELD. Third
edition, Two vols. Price 3s. half bound.
¢ This work contains the fruits of the Leifure
Hours of an ingenious and approved writer.
Young readers, who perufe them with attention,
will certainly find much amufement, and it muft
be theirown fanlt if they do not derive improve-
ment from thefe volumes, in various ways ; for
the defign of the author in compofing them was
not (as fhe tells us in her Preface) con fined to one
fingle point, that of making impreffions in favoar
of moral virtue, by fetting before children illuf-
trious models to excite emulation ; the dialogues
were likewife intended to contribute to their ad-
vancement in the knowledge of hiftory; and to
their improvement in reading aloud,—purpofes
% for which the work is well calculated. The mo-
ral refleGtions with which the different examples
are introduced, are alfo in general very good.”
Guardian of Education, Aug, 1802.

Printed by Darton and Harvey, Gracechurch-fireet, London.
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